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TO  THE  TWELFTH  VOLUME   OF  THE  CONGRESSIONAL   GLOBE. 


SENATE. 


A. 

Abolition  of  slairery  in  rhe  District  of  Colam- 

bia,  fMjtitions  on  the  Rubject  of,    133,  233 

Afticans  recaptured  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
concerning  the  appropriation  ior  the 
soppon  of        -  3:2d,  335, 336, 345 

African  sqnadrun,  concerning  ihe,    41,  50,  63, 79 

331,  aSa,  333,  334, 335,  336 
Affricnltaral  Bank  oi  Mississippi,  bill  for  the 
^^  reUcfof  the      -  -  89,  141,  180 

Alabama,  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  citizens 
ol,  who  lost  their  improvements  in 
ronsieqaeDce  of  the  war  with  the 
Creek  Indians  -  -  -    88 

bUl  relating  to  the  mode  of  payment  of 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  relinqovshed  to 
the  State  of     -  -  330,336,340 

Albemarle  Soand  and  Atlantic  ocean,  bill  di- 
recting a  sorvey  of  a  direct  comma- 
nication  between  the  -  -      157,  180 

Allen,  Wm,  of  Ohio,  3,  31,  63,  75,  128,  133 
149,  161,  181,  305,  336,  337,  375,  311 
336,  340,  343,  354,  364,  365,  366,  371 

376,  377,  379 
the  credentials  of  -  -  -  133 

resolutions  by     -  -  70,304,331 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill     -     346,  349 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the 

navigation  of  the  Western  waters     -  164 
remarks  concemiog  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  on  the  construction  of 
the  Ashburton  treaty  as  to  the  right 
of  search        -  -  -  -  333 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  Ashburton  treaty  -  378 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  364, 365 

371 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  to 
the  present  Congress  printers  30  per 
cent,  above  the  contract  price  for  ex- 
ecuting the  public  printing  -  383,  391 
remarks  concerning  the  proposition  to 
pay  for  books  distributed  to  members 
of  Congress    -  -  -  -  383 

remarks  on  the  bill  revivinj^  the  act  of 
Joly,  1838,  allowing  pensions  to  wi- 
dows of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution      -  -  -     388,  389 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  print  the  debates,  355 

356,  357, 358 
(See  Debts.) 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill 

to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of,    141 

181, 193 
Apportionment  bill,  protest  of  a  State  Legis- 
lature against .  -  -  -  104 

Appropriation  bills,  the  civil  and  diplomatic,    79 

81, 377,  381, 383, 390, 391, 393, 393 

the  army  and  military  academy,     333, 244 

367  368  315  343 
the  naral,  363, 331 ,  333, 337,'  338,'  33l',  337 
Indian     -  -  /        -  -     340,  363 

Soksion    -  -  -  -     361, 363 

nmberland  road  -  -     333,  366 

fortification         -  -  -     340,364 

for  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of 
the  Ashburton  treaty,     366, 371, 373, 377 

TO,  379 


Archer,  Wm.  8.,  of  Virginia,  30,  38,  41,45,61 
63,70,  75,  81,  88,  100,  106,  111,  121 
137,  133,  147,  153,  157,  166,  175,  182 
185,  306,  230,  344,  352,  375,  376,  399 
314,  315,  336,  338,  342,  345,  363,  364 

366,  371,  373,  379.  394 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company,    11^6 

188 

remarks  concerning  Uie  quintuple  treaty,  63 

64,  85, 262 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,      74, 100, 104 
105,  212, 220,  223,  230,  339,  340,  344 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
report  on  the  subject  of  the  fine  on 
General  Jackson         -  •  -  148 

his  recollections  touching:  the  contro- 
versy, in  secret  se^ision,  between 
Messrs.  Rives  and  Benton,  concern- 
ing the  red  line  map  -  -  -  170 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  fulfilment  or  stipulations 
of  the  Ashburton  treaty         -      378,  379 

remarks  on  the  presentation  to  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  sword  of  Washington  and 
the  staff  of  Franklin    -  •  -  355 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  a  mis- 
sion  to  China  -  -  -     391,  393 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
GeneralJackson         -  -      316,  317 

remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  on  the  construction  of 
the  Ashburton  treaty  as  to  the  right 
of  search         -       331,  333, 333,  335,  336 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Arkansas,  bill  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of,  who 
lost  their   improvements   in   conse- 
quence  of  the   treaty  between    the 
United  States  and  Choctaw  Indians,    54 

89,95 

bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  heretofore" 
residing  within  the  supposed  limits  of 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  who  were, 
by  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
line,  thrown  into  the  territory  of 
Texas  -  -  -  -      137,  133 

Army  and  the  military  academy,  bill  making 

appropriation  for  the  support  of  the,    333 

344,  367,  315,  343 

(See  Enlistments.) 

an  act  respecting  the  reorganization  of 
the,  and  for  other  purposes,    166,  354, 363 

Ashburton,  Lord,  special  minister  from  Eng- 
land, his  correspondence  touching 
the  Northeastern  and  North  western 
boundaries       -  -  .    4  to  23 

concerning  the  suppression  of  the  Af- 
rican slave-trade         -  -         33,  34 
concerning  the  '^Creole"  case  •  -    34 
concerning  the  "Caroline"  affair  -    36 
concerning  inipressment           -  -    38 
Ashburton  treaty.    (See  J  reaty.) 
Assumption.    (See  Debts  of  the  States.) 
Atherton,  Charles  6.,  Senator  elect  from  New 

Hampshire,  credentials  of  .  -  -  164 

Auditor's  office,  the  second,  joint  resolution  for 

continuing  an  additional  clerk  in    -  326 

283 
Awards  under  the  treaty  with  the  Chickasaw 
Indians,  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  payment  of  the  certificates  of    -  376 

883 


B. 

Babbitt's  anti-attrition  metal,  concerning  an 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  the 
patent  for        -  -  -      382,  383 

Bagby,  A.  P.,  of  Alabaina,    205, 330, 338, 361, 363 

267,299,304,341,349,354 
resolution  by      -  -  -  -  345 

credentials  of     -  -  •  -  331 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill-      -  -  839 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  fores- 
lablishinff  agencies  for  the  ins-pection 
and  purcnase  of  water-rotted  nemp,    863 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 

General  Jackson        ...  308 
remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peer,  on  the  construction  of 
the  Ashburton  treaty  as  to  the  right 
of  search         -  -  -       .    -  336 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Baltimore,  Md.,  bill  to  continue  in  force  an 

act  therein  mentioned  relating  to     -  899 
Bangor,  Me.,  bill  to  au^orize  the  appomiment 
of  an  assistant  collector  for  the  port 
of        -  -  .  -  -166 

Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  bill  authorizing 
its  notes  to  be  received  in  payment  <» 
lands  sold  in  that  State  on  certain  con- 
diUons  -  -  -  330, 336,340 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  concerning 
Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  bill  to 
continue  the  charters  of  the  several, 

364,365,371,377 
remarks  by — 
Mr.  Allen       -  364,366,371 

Mr.  Buchanan  ...  365 

Mr.  Conrad    -  -  -  -  364 

Mr.  Miller     -  -  -     364,  365 

Mr.  Walker   -  -  -  -  365 

Bankrupt  law,  petitions,  dec,  on  the  subject  of 

the  repeal  of  tne,      54,  63,  69,  75,  79 

84,  88,  94,  99,  100,  103,  104,  110,  118 

137,  133,  143,  153,  157,  161,  163,  166 

169,  175,  186,  193,  198,  305,  311,  813 

330,  336,  337,  338,  844,  363,  375,  880 

Mr.  Benton's  remarks  concerning         -    69 

the  bill  to  repeal  the,    33,  38,  45,  46,  51 

147,  181,  185,  338,  375,  381,  315,  331 

337,  338,  344,  363,  375,  380 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Allen       -  -  -     346.  349 

Mr.  Benton     -  51,  53, 47, 343, 347 

Mr.  Berrien,      45,  51,  53,  375,  381,  341 

343,  347,  349 
Mr.  Buchanan  -  347, 348, 348 

Mr.  Choate     ....  346 
Mr.  Conrad     -  -     347.  349 

Mr.  Crittenden  -    45,  343,  346,  348 

Mr.  Graham    -  -  -  -46 

Mr.  Huntington        ,.  .  .  346 

Mr.  King        -  -     45.338,343,347 

Mr.  Smith  of  Connecticut     -     346,  349 
Mr.  Tallmadge,    45,  46,  51,  84,  338, 343 

347,  348 
Mr.  Tappan   -  .  -  .  346 

Mr.  Walker    -  -  343,346,347 

Mr.  Woodbury  -  •  -  347 

Barrow,  Alexander,  of  Looisiana,      37,  41,  50 
54,  61,  70,  141,  161,  361,  867,  875,  876 

886,  899,  304,  365,  377 
resolutions  by,    74,  79,  111,  119,  133,  148 


IV 


INDEX  TO  THE 


Barrow,  Alexander,  of  Louisiana- 
remarks  concerning   improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Western  waters,  164 

165 
his  recollections  toacliing  the  contro- 
verby,   in    secret    session,    between ' 
Messrs.  Benton  and  Rives,  concern- 
ing the  red-lined  map  -  -  170 
(See  Debts.) 
Bates,  J.  C,  of  Massachosetts,    30,  39,  47,  50,  61 
63.  69,  84,  95,  110,  11-2,  107,  143»  147 
167,  161,  166,  180,  186,  186,  198,  211 
220,  226,  233,  338,  267,  280,  287,  311 
327,  341,  345,  353,  363,  364,  366,  370 

371,  372,  376,  387,  391 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  pen- 
sion act  of  Jaly,  1838  -  -  388 

Bayard,  R.  H.,  of  Delaware,  30,  38,  39,  45,  46 
60,  64.  63,  75,79,81,84,85,110,  J12 
121,  127,  128,  133,  134,  142,  153,  161 
166,  181,  186,  188,  198,  206,  212,  235 
238,  243,  263,  964,  299,  304,  321,  322 
327,  328,  340,  341,  345,  346,  36i,  363 
371,  376,  377,  882,  383,  387,  390 

resolnttons by     -  •         39,  235,  326 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  to  estab- 
lish agencies  for  the  inspection  and 
purchase  of  water-rotted  nemp,    227, 262 

263 

remarks  on  enlistments  in  the  army, 
navy,  and  marine  corps        -  -  175 

reinarks  on  the  naval  appropriation 
bill  concerning  a  floating  or  dry  dook,  327 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  Missouri,  1,  31,  33,  62 
68.  70,  74,  75,  84,  95,  99,  104,  112 
113,  119,  143,  147,  148,  162,  166,  175 
230,  288,  261,  267,  268,  275,  287,  288 
326,  327,  328,  345,  365,  366,  370,  371 

372    377  383 

resolutions  submitted  by,    1,  2,  41,  50,  54 

63,  74,  79,  86,  94,  99,  119,  237,  252 

262,  275,  281,  321,  327,  341,  345 

his  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law       •    38 

remarks  concerning  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  act  -  51,  52,  147,34^  347 

remarks  on  the  expunging  resolution,     41 

remarks  concerning  the  quintuple  treaty,  64 

65,  79,  85, 252,  262 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,     74, 106,  112 

154, 172, 176, 234, 238, 239 

remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  on  the  construction  of 
the  Ashbnrton  treaty  as  to  the  right 
of  search         -  -  331,332,333 

his  recollections  pending  the   contro- 
versy, in   secret    session,    betWeen 
Messrs.  fienton  and  Rives,  concern-    ^ 
ing  the  red-lined  map,    111,  1 19, 120, 121 

169, 170, 171 

remarks  on  the  bill  reviving  the  act 
of  July,  1838,  allowing  pensions  to 
widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution      ....  sgQ 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Western  waters,   165 

remarks  concerning  the  establishment 
of  agencies  fur  the  inspection  and 
purchase  of  water  rotted  hemp,     226, 263 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
mission  to  China        -  •      391,392 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  267 

268 
(See  Debates— Oregon.) 

Berrien,  J.M.,  ol  Georgia,  37,  41,  49,  63,  69 
84,  86,  88.  89,  94,  100.  104,  127,  128 
141,  142,  143,  148,  187,  188,  162.  181 
H^2.  198,  201,  206,  207,  2i0,  233,  244 
288,296,  314,  315,  321.  322.  331,  340 
342,  345.  364,  303,  365,  372,  377,  3HI 

390 
resolutions  by     -  -  -         46,  89 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -  .  212 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act,   45,61,62,675,281,341,342 

347,  349 
eulogium  on  Richard   H.  Habersham 

of  Georgia,  deceased  -  -    62 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
report  of  the  Jud  iciary  Committee  con- 
t      cerninirtbc  repeal  ofthe  bankrupt  law,  238 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  indeomify  Major 
Qcoelrai  Jackson       •         •     316,  321 


Berrien,  J.  M.,  of  Georgia- 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Le|;islature  of  Georgia,  censoring 
bis  political  course    ...  377 
(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Bills  introduced  on  leave,    41 ,  46,  49,  60,  64,  61 
62,  63.  70,  74,  79,  83,  84,  86,  88,  89 
104,  111,  127,  141,  148,  163,  167,  169 
211,  212,  229,  238,  S62,  262,  967,  293  ' 

331 

Bills  reported  from  committees,     54,  62,  63,  73 

79,  84,  85,  88,  94,  99,  100,  104,  HI 

118,  121,  127,  133,  141,  147,  148,  162 

168,  161,  162,  166,  174,  180,  181,  192 

206,  211,  220,  226,  229,  233,  235,  238 

244,  252,  261,  267,  276,  276,  260,  287 

288,  292,  293,  299,  304,  311,  320,  326 

326,  330,  331,  340,  341,  345,  363,  362 

365,  370,  371,  376,  377,  387,  391 

Bills  and  joint  resolutions  passed,    74,  ^6,  96,  100 

133,  149,  158,  166,  182,  192,  206,  220 

240,  244,  262,  263,  267,  276,  281,  292 

296,  299,  311,  315,  330,  831,  337,  340 

341,  362,  363,  364,  370,  371,  372,  376 

377,  378,  379,  383,  387,  391 

Bills  and  joint  resolutions  rejected,    149,  168,  206 

226,  267,  276,  S»7,  311,  320,  341,  346 

353,  354,  364,  371,  372,  383,  887 

Books  and  public  documents  received  from  the 

House  of  Peers  of  France,  concerning 

the 261 

Books  distributed  to  members  of  Congress,  de- 
bate concerning  the  appropriation  to 
pay  for  -  -  -      382,  383 

Boundary.    fSee  Northeastern  Boundary.) 
line  of  Ohio,  bill  concerning  the,  and 
the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union  -  -  -  60, 166,  370 

bill  directing  the  nmning  of  the  north- 
ern line  of  the  reserve  of  the  half- 
breed  Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians,    866 

883 
between  the  United  States  and  Texas,    79 

133 
Boyd,  Giordon  B.,  late  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  Columbus,  Mississippi,  joint 
resolution  to  authorize  the  settlement 
of  the  liabilities  of  the  securities  of   -  149 

152 
Bresee,  Sidney  S ,  Senator  elect  from  lilinuis, 

the  credentials  of       -   '       -  -    88 

Buchanan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  2,  30,  40,  64 
61.  69.  73.  76,  84,  94,  110,  118,  127 
140,  142,  161,  164,  175,  181,  186,  188 
198,  211,  219,  220,  230,  238,  243,  266 
263,  264,  266,  276,  811,  321,  828,  331 
336,337,  341,  342,  865,  371,  376,  377 

382,  394 
credentials  of  ....  188 
resolutions  by     -  -  2,  104,  118 

remarks  on  tne  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Petersbnrfi;  Railroad  Co.,  and  con- 
cerning the  importation  of  railroad 
iron  free  o/ duty         •  -     181,  187 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  es- 
tablishing agencies  for  the  inspection 
and  purchase  of  water- rotted  hemp  -  263 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  268 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  322 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 

General  Jackson        -  -  -  316 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 

lupt  law         -  -        347,  348,  349 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  char- 
ters of  the  District  banks       -  -  366 
remarks  on  the  treasury  note  bill,    380,  381 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  of 
Julv,  1838,  allowing  pensions  to  ihf. 
wiaows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution       ...     388,  389 
(See  Debates— Debts  ) 
C. 
Cadets  in  the  West  Point  Academy,  concern- 
ing the  appointment  and  apportion- 
ment of          •           -        268,  316,  342 
Calhoun,  John  C,  of  South  Carolina,  64,  110,  121 
128,  142,  161,  166,  186,  192,  222,  235 
240,  244,  262,  268,  276,  276,  322,  327 

328,  341,  379,  382 
his  recollections  pending  the  controver- 
sy, m  secret  session,  mtween  Messrs. 
Rives  and  Benton,  concerning  the  red- 
lined  map       -  -  -     111,  170 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,  183,  134,  142 

149|  327|  389 


Calhoun,  John  C,  of  South  Carolina —  « 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the 

navigation  of  the  Western  waters    -  164 
remarks  on  the  navy  appropriation  bill,  882 
remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  on  the  constmction  of 
the  Ashbnrton  treaty  as  to  the  right 
of  search        ....  335 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropria* 
tion  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  Ashbnrton  treatjr  -  878 
remarks  on  the.  treasury  note  bill         •  381 
(See  Debates— Debts  ) 

Calhoan,  James  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    365,  873 

Camden,  N.  J.,  bill  reducing  the  salary  of  the 

surveyor  of  the  port  of,      299,  331,  873 

Canal,  the  Louisville  and  roriland,  debate  con- 
cerning onerous  exactions  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  Western  rivers  by  the  •  287 

Caroline  alTair,  the       -  -  -     119,  188 

Catalogues  of  the  library  of  Congress,  debate 
on  the  proposition  for  the  distribution 
of        -  -  -  -       94,  100 

Centre  College,  Kentuckr,  bill  to  transfer  to 
the  trustees  of  the,  lands  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Kentucky  Asylum  for 
educating  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind-*  873 

Census,  Compendium  of  the  Sixth,  the  petition 
and  proposition  for  pay  for  printing 
the       -  •  -  -.         -   61 

joint  resolution  for  the  disthbutioii  of  the, 
and  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex* 
pense    -  -  148,  376,  315,  381 

the  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense    . 
of  printing  the  Compendiom  of  the  -  381 

888,  891,  393 

Chaplain  to  the  Senate  -  •  -38 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Conmeny,  bill 
for  the  relinqnishment  to  Manrland, 
Ac.,  of  the  stock  held  in  the,  oy  the 
United  States,    175,  186,  196,  275,  981 

Chicago,  Illinois,  bill  to  establish  anew  collec- 
tion district  at  ...  293 

China,  bill  to  provide  the  means  for  future  in- 
tercourse with  -        363,  391,  392 

Choate,  R.,  of  Mass.,    46,  49,  99,  141,  143,  163 
176,  186,  329,  233,  239,  276,  280,  811 

320,  327,  342,  876,  883 
remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill     -  •  346 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,    184,  171 ,  176 

236,  988,  389 
remarks  concerning  an  editorial  criti- 
cism in  the  G^lobe,  of  his  production  of 
the  map  in  the  Senate  -  -  243 

Ciril  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,       79,  81 

377,  881,  382,  390,  391,  399,  393 

Claims,  Committee  on,  bills  reported  from  the,    63 

69,   118,   133,  152,  161,  174,  181,  206 

220,  233,  252,  261,  267,  275,  292,  993 

380,  870,  376 
reports  from  the,    104,  133,  161,  181,  906 

220,  267,  287,  293 

Claims  against  the  Government,  new  rule  con* 

cernin^  legislation  on,      45,  60,  68,  70 
bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  for  supplies  furnished  the  Flo- 
rida militia     -  -  -     320,  383 
(See  Land  claims— Mexican  claims— Massif 

chusetts  claims.) 

Clay,  John  Randolph,  late  secretary  of  lega* 
tion  of  the  United  States  to  the  court 
of  Vienna,  bill  (or  the  relief  of,  276,  373 

Clayton,  T.,of  Delaware,    30, 41,  60,  63,  79,  88 
id,  152,  166,  211,  243,  264,  267,  863 

Clinch,  Duncan  L ,  bill  for  the  relief  of  -  369 

Cloth  cases       -  -  -     140,  169 

Coin,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  currency  of  for- 
eign gold  and  silver    -  63,  79,  112,  945 
the  bill  to  fix  the  computation  at  the  cus- 
tom-house of  certain  German,     304,  345 

37^ 

Commerce,  the  Committee  on,  resolutions  in- 
structing the    -  •  74,  86,  935 
reports  from  the,     99,  147,  961,  267,  880 
bifis  and  joint  resolutions  reported  from 
the,  62,  73,  99,  147,  180,  220,  261,  267 
280,  299,  330,  346,  364,  363,  377,  387 

Commerce  on  the  northwestern  lakes,  bill  for 

the  protection  of         •  -  -  354 

bill  for  the  protection  of,  and  construc- 
tion of  harbors  on  the  lakes  •  •  863 

bill  for  the  protection  of,  on  the  western 
shorcB  of  Iiake  Michigan     -         •  390 
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Commerce  abcT  navij^atioD,  ibe  annunl  state- 

.     .       .ID«M  of ^  -  ^  .  34*2 

Comet  aad  Eac^minm.  bill  makine  iDdemnitj 

for  slares  tak^  from  on  txmrd  the    -    60 

100,  128»  133,  267 
Committees,  standing,  announced       -  -41 

CommMsiooer  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

call  upon  the,  for  informaiion  •    99 

Commi26iODer  of  the  Public  Bnildings,  bill  to 

fix  the  compensation  of  the     -  -379 

Conrad,  CM.,  of  Xionisiana,  1,  2,  45,  54,  61 
6&,  70,  73,  75,  88,  197,  133,  143,  153 
157,  161,  166,  186,  192,  390,  333,  339 
314,  287,  892,  994,  337,  398,  342,  372 

399 
resdlntions  submitted  br,  1,  54,  69,  63,  95 

133,  149 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  snppress  private 

expresses'        -  -        246,  252,  953 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  968 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 

Gen.  Jackson  ...     316,  321 
retoarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill     .     347,  349 
39emarks  on  the  District  banks  bill        -  364 
Coqpe/,Dr.  Thomas,  petition  to  refund  the  ilne 
imposed  on  him  under  the  alien  and 
sedition  law    '-  -  •  *  110 

Copyright  to  Rich/ird  H.  WUde,  41, 141,  181,  192 
to  John  Rowlett,  bill  to  continue  it  to    -  372 
Court,  at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  bill  providing  for 

the  holdiof  of  a         -  -  •331 

bill  to  amena  the  act  establishing  a  dis- 
trict  court  of  the  United  States  at 
Wheeling        -  -  -  -  127 

bill  to  repeal  the  act  changing  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  and  district 
couits  in  Ohio  -  .     262,  371 

bill  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
'  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Slates  for 

the  district  of  Connecticut     *     206,  252 
bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  New  Jersey  -     226,  262 

bin  to  change  the  nlace  of  holding  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Maine  -  -  -  244 

bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  and  circuit  courts  for  the  east- 
em  district  of  Tennessee       -  -  371 
Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  30,  94,  133,  164 

180,  219 

the  credentials  of  -  *  .33 

Crittenden,  John  J.,  of  Kentucky,    2,  31 ,  43,  45 

52,  64,  74,  75.  85,  88.  100,  104,'  106 

112,  127,  128,  133,  140,  141,  161,  175 

181,  182,  193,  198,  201,  220,  396,  261 

962,282,  289,  299,  311,  315,  320,  322 

3S5,  343,  345,  362,  364,  365,  366,  371 

the  credentials  of  -  -  -  175 

resolutions  submitted  by  -  3,  75 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  367 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  Dill       >  •  105 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  act,  46, 342, 346,  349 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 

report  on  the  fine  on  Gen.  JacKson     -  148 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the 

navigation  of  the  Western  waters     -  165 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  to  estab- 
lish agencies  for  the  inmction  and 
purchase  of  water-rotted  nemp,  226,  227 

263 
remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
BobertPeel  on  the  construction  of  the 
Ashburton  treaty  as  to  the  right  of 
search  ....  335 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Cumberland  road,  bill  making. further  appro- 
priation for  the  continuation  of  the    -  233 

366 
petition  on  the  subject  of  the     •  -  275 

Curiosities.    (See  Natural  curiosities.) 
Custom*house,  New  York,  bill  to  reduce  the 
number  and  compensation  of  the  of- 
ficers and  others  employed  in  the,  280,  299 

330 
Cathbert,  A.,  of  Georgia         -        299,  322,  327 
remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
Roliert  Peel  on  the  construction  of  the 
Ashburton  treaty  as  to  the  right  of 
search-  ....  335 

he  presents  and  debates  the  resolutions 
ad  opted  by  the  Lea^islature  of  Georgia , 
censuring  the  political  course  of  Mr. 
Berrien  ....  377 

(See  Debts.) 


D. 

Dayton,  Wm\  L  ,  of  New  Jersey,       30,  110,  148 

152,  180,  219,  226,  243,  232,  253,  366 

367,  275,  399,  315,  321,  363,  372,  382 

the  credentials  of  •  -  -    33 

resolution  concerning  retrenchment  and 

economy  and  the  tariff  -     281,288 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
Gen.  Jackson  ...  316,  321 
Deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  bill  granting  land  to 
the  several  States  for  the  education  of 
the,  and  for  the  benefit  of  insane  per- 
sons ....  ioi^  330 
Debates  and  proceedings  of  Congress,  bill  to 

provide  for  the  publication  of  the,  292,  ?26 

345,  354,  355,  366 


lemarks  on,  by- 
Mr.  Allen 
Mr.  Archer    - 
Mr.  Bagby      - 
Mr.  Bayard    • 
Mr.  Benton     * 
Mr.  Berrien    - 
Mr-  Buchanan, 
Mr.  Calhoun  - 
Mr.  Crittenden 
Mr-  Henderson 
Mr.  King 
Mr.  McKoberts 
Mr.  Morehead 


355,  356,  357,  358 
.  356 

-  358 
.          .           .  354 

354,  355,  357,  358 

-858 

354,  356,  357,  358 

-  355 

-  357,  359 
356,  357,  358 

354,  356,  357,  358 
355,  356,  367 

-  355,  358 
354,  357,  359 

-  358 

-  356,  357 
-  .     354,  356,  358 

-  356,  357 

355,  356,  357,  358 
354,  355,  356,  357 


Mr.  Sevier 

Mr.  Smith  of  Connecticut 
Mr.  Tappan  - 
Mr.  Walker  . 
Mr.  Woodbridge 
Mr.  Woodbury, 
Mr.  Wright  - 
Debts,  State,  the  assumption  of,  resolutions,  &c., 

concern in(^  the  -    70,  74,  81,  393 

communication  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  concerning  -    81 

remarks  on  the  several  resolutions  of 
Messrs.  McDnffie,  Bayard,  Allen, 
Rives,  Merrick,  and  Walker,  con- 
cerning -  293,  299,  315,  326 

remarks  on,  by- 
Mr.  A  lien,  293,  295,  296,  299,  306,  313 


Mr.  Archer  - 
Mr.  Bagby  •» 
Mr.  Barrow  • 
Mr.  Bayard  - 
Mr.  Berrien  • 
Mr.  Buchanan 
Mr.  Calhoun  - 
Mr.  Crittenden 
Mr.  Conrad  * 
Mr.  Cuthbert  - 
Mr.  Graham  - 
Mr.  Henderson 
Mr.  Bang 
Mr.  McDuffie  - 


308,  326,  327 
295,  306,  307 
304,  305,  326 

-  306,  326 
•     306,  314 

.306 
293,  294,  308 
306,  307,  311 

-  294,  307 
•  308 
-306, 
-294^ 

-  394,  299 
307,  311,  312,  313 


Mr.  Merrick  -  293,  394,  306,  313,  326 

Mr.  Miller      -  .  -     293,  294 

«Mr.  Rives       -  293,  299,  304.  305 

Mr.  Walker,  994, 304,  307, 313,  314,  315 

336 

Mr.  Woodbury       '  -  -  -  293 

Mr.  Wright    -  •  -  -  294 

DeKalb,  Maj.  Oen.  Baron,  deceased,  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 

of 370 

Detroit,  Michigan,  joint  resolution  in  relation 
to  certain  propertv  purchased  for  the 
United  States  in  the  city  of    .     377,  383 
District  of  Columbia.    (See  Banks — Infants- 
Imprisonment  for  debt.) 
bills  reported  trom  the  Committee  on  the,  141 

148,  169,  326,  267,  375 
Distribution  to  the  States,  concerning  -  -  157 

Docks,  floating  or  dry,  debate  conceiDing  the 

erection  of  a,  at  New  York,  332 , .  327 ,  328 

377 
Drawbacks  on  foreign  merchandise  exported 
in  original  packases  to  Chihuahua 
and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico,. 50,  62,  74,  89 

95 

generally  on  goods  exported  in  original 

packages         ....  861 

Duties,  joint  resolution  concerning  reciprocal  -  329 

bill  for  the  remission  of,  on  railroad 

iron     ...        238,  373,  393 

E. 

Elections,  contested,  bill  relating  to  the  taking 

of  testimony  in  casesof     '  •         •963 


Enlistments  in  the  army,  navy,  and  marine 

corps,  bill  to  regnlate  -  127,  133,  175 
Evans,  George  S.,  of  Maine,  20,  37,  45;  47,  m 
61,  63,  79,  81,  89,  94,  1(I3,  110,  lU 
113,  118,  127,  141,  142,  147,  149,  ItM 
153,  157,  158,  164,  166,  175,  i81,  182 
185,  186,  188,  192,  198,  205,  206,  219 
f26,  237,  329,  237,  238,  243,  344,  3M 
361,  963,  375,  880,  292,  304,  308,  311 
320,  321,  322,  325,  326,  327,  328,  386 
340,  342,  345,  353,  362,  363,  364,  366 
371,377,  379,  380,  382,  381,  390,  391 

392,  393 
resolutions  by     •  -        255,  288,  341 

remarks  on  his  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff,  the  currency,  economv, 
and  retrenchment       -        355,276,281 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Petersburg  Railroad  Co.        -  •  187 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  267 

368,  315 
remarks  coneeming  the  construction  of 
the  Ashburton  treaty  as  to  the  right  of 
search  -  -  -  -  334 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  363 
remarks  on  the  navy  pension  bill  -  364 

remarks  on  the  treasury  note  bill,   380,  '^0 
remarks  on  the  pppropriation  to  pay  for 
printing  the  Compendium  oi  the  Sixth 
Census  ....  381 

Exchequer,  the  bill  to  modify  the  several  acts 
establishing  the  Treasury  Department, 
so  as  to  create  a  board  of,  33, 45,  85,  175 
193,  198,  240,  243,  344,  267 
petitions,  &c.,  concerning  the  plan  for  a 
board  of,    141,  161,  164,  166,  180,  185 
186,  192,  205,  211,  251,  340 
Exploring  and  surveying  expedition,  bill  for 

the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the  late,  371 

377,  383 
Expresses,  private,  bill  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of,  on  mail  routes,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  frauds  on  the  revenues 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  HI,  211 
320,  229,  233,  234,  245,  353,  363 
remarks  by^ 
Mr.  Conrad    -  -  -     346,  253 

Mr.  Henderson  -        212,220,829 

Mr.  Huntington  ...  252 

Mr.   Merrick  211,  212,   220,  229,  233 

234,  245,.  252,  353 
Mr.  PoHer       •  -.      3297345,252 

Mr.  Walker    -  -  -  -  246 

Extra  allowances  to  officers  of  the  Grovemment, 

bill  to  prohibit  any     -  -     362,  383 

Expunging  resolution,  Mr.  Bayard's  proposi- 
tion to  rescind  -  -  39,  46,  328,  341 
Mr.  Benton's  amendment  to      -  -    41 

P. 

Fillebrown,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of       .   89 

Fine.    (See  Jackson.) 

Finance,  Committee  on.  bills  reported  from 

the,  79,  111,  118,  127,  141,  147,  166,  329 
238,  244,  351,  392,  304,  330,  335,  340 

350,  363,  371,  377,  387 
reports  from  the  -  -  -     325,  326 

Florida  militia.    (See  Claims.) 

bill  making  appropriations  fqr  the  com- 

Sletion  of  the  public  buildings  in       •  371 
elations.  Committee  on ,  bills  reported 
^    from    -     100,  306,  875,  336,  363,  371 
resolution  instructing  the  -  -  104 

reports  from       ....  306 

Fort  Gibson,  concerning  an  appropriation  for  364 

Fortifications,  bill  makmg  appropriations  for 

certain  ....     340,  364 

Frank,  bill  to  authorize  the  chief  clerk  to  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  to  frank  official  doc- 
uments ....  253 

Franking  privilege,  petitions  and  resolutions  of 
the  State  Legislatures  on  the  subject 
and  the  bill  to  correct  the  abuse  and 
to  regulate  the  use  of  the.     111,  133,  157 

192,  364 

Fremont,  Lieut.,  his  expedition  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  ana  Mr.  Linn^s  remarks 
upon    ....  -  389 

Fulton,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  280 

320 

Fulton,  W.  S.,  of  Arkansas,  40,  41,  45,  46,  50 
54,  63,  74,  113,  137,  133,  148,  153,  169 

861,  362 
renarks  on  the  Qregou  bill      •         •  105 
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G. 
Qftlena,  Illinoi;s,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry 

at         -  .  .  .     299,  967 

Georgia,  resolutions  of  the  Leeislature  of,  con- 
demnatory of  the  political  coarse  of 
Mr.  Berrien,  discussed  -  -  377 

Georgetown  College,  in  the  District  of  Colnm- 

bia,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  -  267,  399 
Graham,  W.  A.,  of  Nonh  Carolina,  38,  41,  45 
46,  63,  104,  118,  128,  133,  152,  157 
161,  174,  181,  201,  206,  212,  233,  252. 
253,  261,  262,  264,  267,  275,  276,  293 
315,  320,  327,  330,  340,  353,  365,  376 

377,  382 
resolations  submitted  by      \  -  -  288 

remarks  on  the  baDkrupt  bill    •  -    46 

remarks  concerning  a  rule  to  regulate 

legislaHon  on  claims  -  -        50,  51 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Maior 

General  Jackson       -  -     316,  321 

on  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  of  July, 
1838,  allowing  pensions  to  the  widows 
of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Kevolu- 
lion      -  -  -  -  -  388 

(See  Debts.) 
Grand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Banking  Company, 

bill  for  the  reliefof  the,  89,  147,  206,  220 

336 
Greensbnrg  land  district,  bill  explanatory  of 

the  act  in  relation  to  the         -     292,  296 
H. 
Habersham.  Richard  W.,  of  Georgia,  death  of, 

ana  eulogy  on  -  -  -    62 

Harbors.    (See  Commerce.) 
Harrison,  Major  Thomas  B.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of 372 

Haywood,  William  H.,  jr..  Senator  elect  from 

North  Carolina,  tne  credentials  of     -  287 
Hemp,  water-rotted,  petitions,  &c.,  concerning,    63 

75,  141,  266,  376 
joint  resolution,  agencies  in  Kentucky 
and  Missouri  for  the  inspection  and 
purchase  of     -  186,  226,  262,  263,  322 
remarks  upon,  by — 
Mr.  Tappan    -  -  -  -  262 

Mr.McDuffie  -  -  -     262,  263 

Mr.  Bayard    -  -  -     262,  263 

Mr.  Morehead  -  -  -  262 

Mr.  Crittenden  -  -  -  262 

Mr.  Woodbury  -  -     262,  263 

Mr.  Bagby      -  -  -  -  263 

Mr. Buchanan  -  -  -  263 

Mr.  Benton     -  -  •  -  263 

joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  transla- 
tion of  a  pamphlet  in  the  State  De- 
partment on  the  culture  and  prepara- 
tion of  -  -  -  -  -  372 
Henderson,  J.,  of  Mississippi,  79,  89,  134,  143 
149,  233,  261,  276,  322,  327,  336,  353 

363,  371,  381,  383 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 

ezpressesonthe  mail  routes,  212,  220,  ^9 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill        -  -  239 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson       -  -316 

(See  Debates— Debts.) 
Hennosa,  concerning  the  slaves  taken  from  on 

board  the         -  -  -  -     1 

Holt,  Charles^  a  bill  to  refund  to^  a  fine  impased 

on  him  under  the  sedition  law  -  326 

Horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Stales,  the  bill 
to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  pay- 
ment of  -  -  -  -  372 
Hodson  river,  concerning  an  appropriation  for 

the  improvement  of    -    *      -  -  381 

Huntington,  J.  W.,  of  Connecticut,  30,  33,  38,  45 
60,  62,  63,  65,  75,  79.  85,  88,  89,  99 
106,  112,  113,  133,  147,  149,  157,  161 
164,  166,  169,  180,  185,  194,  198,  201 
205,  206,' 219,  220,  222,  229,  233,  240 
243,  252,  261,  266,  267,  275,  276,  280 
281,  287,  299,  315,  321,  330,  341,  342 
346,  354,  371,  372,  376,  381,  382,  387 

390 
resolutions  by      -  104,  127,  133,  205 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 

expresses  on  mail  routes         -     234,252 
remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill     "  -  346 

remarkson  the  warehousing  system,  330,  3:U 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -  •  194 

Illinois,  bill  declaring  assent  to  the  State  of, 

to  tax  lands  sold  by  the  United  States,  88 

119,  153 


Illinois,  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  school 

lands  in  -  104,  118,  153,  168 

Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  bill  granting  an 
addiiionalquantity  of  landto  the  State 
of  niinois  to  aid  in  the  completion  of,  370 
Imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia, bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to,  292 

353,  362,  365 
Independent  treasury,  concerning        -  -  220 

Indians,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Stock- 
bridge  tribe  of,  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin      -  .  -  -  377 

the  bill  repealing  a  portion  of  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  teimx)- 
rary  support  of  certain  destitute  &ic- 
kapoo  -----  362 
concerning  the  sale  of  lands  acquired 
from  the  Wyandott,  and  an  appropri- 
ation to  satisfy  treaty  stipulations  with 
them     -  -  -       363,  370,  390 

Cherokee.    (See  Awards — Lands.) 
Indian  appropriation  bill  -  .        -     340,  363 

Indian  Affairs,  calls  on  the  Commissioner  of, 

by  resolution   -  -  -  -  104 

bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on    -    84 

166,  261,  362,  276 
reports  from  the  Committee  on  -     100,  3*20 

362 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee on         -  -  -  -  237 
Infants,  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  real  es- 
tate of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia   - 


Iowa.    (See  Militia.) 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 
continue  in  force  the  several  acts  now 
in  existence  for  the  relief  of,  104,  143, 

Internal  improvements  in  the  State  of  MichP- 
gaUj  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  domain  towards 
completing  the,  169,  193,  354, 

Iron,  railroad,  duties  on  -        238,372, 

•I  • 

Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  petitions  and 
resolutions  of  State  Legislatures  con- 
cerning the  fine  on,  by  Judge  Hall,  61 
84,   104,   110,  127,  133,  226,  275, 
resolution  calling  for  his  letter  to  the 
War  Department  concerning  the  dec- 
laration oi  martial  law  at  New  Or- 
leans   -  -  -  . 
reports  of  the  minority  and  majority  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee  concerning 
the  fine           -           -           -     141, 
bill  to  indemnifvj  for  the  fine  of  $1,000, 
imposed  on  nim  by  Judge  Hall,  of 
Louisiana,  in  1815,  41,  50,  75,  85, 

296,  299,  315, 
remarks  concerning,  by — 
Mr.  Archer     - 
Mr.  Bagby      -  - 

Mr.  Berrien  - 
Mr.  Buchanan 
Mr.  Conrad  - 
Mr.  Dayton  - 
Mr.  Graham  - 
Mr.  Henderson 
Mr.  Linn,  299,  301,  315,  316,  317, 
Mr.  McRoberts  -  -  . 

Mr.  Miller      -  -  -  - 

Jenkins,  Charles  J.,  and  W.  W.  Mann,  as- 
signees of  John  McKinne,  bill  for  the 
relief  of  -  -  - 

Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  proposed  change 
in  the  mode  of  appointment  of,  39, 


275 
372 


149 
354 


362 
393 


,63 
345 


-275 


148 


206 
321 


316, 

315, 

316, 
316, 
316, 


317 
302 
321 
316 
321 
321 
321 
316 
321 
301 
300 


-  321 

41 
162 

Judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  bill  (o  es- 
tablish the  -  -  -  -  50 
Judiciary  Committee,  bills  reported  from  the,  -  63 
•85,  104,  127,  133,  141.  148,  152,  157 
166,  180,  181,  192,  198,  206,  226,244 
267,  276,  326,  331,  341,  354,  363,  365 

371 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  -  -  262 

reports  from  the  -  -        141,  148,  267 

reportinthecaseof  General  Jackson    -  141 

K. 
Kendall,  Amos,  resolutions  of  State  Legisla- 
tures, and  petitions  concerning  the  im- 
prisonment of,  under  the  judgment 
obtained  by  Stockton  &  Stokes,  157,  219 
226,  237,  243,  275,  304,  353,  376 
Kerr,  John  Leeds,  of  Maryland,  30,  33,  36,  45 
49,   133,   141,  157,  160,  162,  180,   186 


Kerr,  John  Leeds,  of  Maryland^ 

211,  226,  238,  251,  252,  275,  276,  364 

363,  382,  390 

resolution  submitted  by  -  -  -    37 

his  eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of 
Mr.  Williams,  a  deceased  represent- 
ative from  Maryland  -  -  -  37 
King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama,  1,  31,  33,  38 
45,  50,  63,  69,  70,  84,  68,  89,  95,  104 
112,  127,  ,128,  133,  142,  148,  149,  153 
153,  157,  162,  175,  181,  186,  194,  198 
201,  206,  320,  261,  263,  264,  267,  375 
276,  281,  287,  288,  299,  315,  321,  322 
340,  341,  353,  354,  363,  364,  365,  371 
377,  379,  380,  381,  382,  387 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  962 

remarks  on  the  rule  to  regulate  legisla- 
tion on  claims  -  -  -    60 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  act,  45,  238,  348 

347 

remarks  concerning  a  proposed  distri- 
bution of  the  catalogues  of  the  libra- 
ry of  Congress  -  •  -    94 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,     74,  106;  239 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  estab- 
lishing agencies  for  the  inspection  and 
purchase  of  water-rotted  hemp^  226,  227 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on 
the  bankrupt  law       •  .  -  239 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  268 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
General  Jackson         .  -  .  316 

remarks  concerning  the  warehousing 
system  ....  330 

remarks  on  the  bill  reviving  the  act  al- 
lowing pensions  to  widows  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  -  388 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to 
satisfy  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Wyandoit  Indians    -  -  390 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  to 
the  printers  of  the  present  Congress 
20  per  cent,  above  tne  contract  price 
for  executingihe  public  printing       -393 

L. 

Lafayette,  the  city  of,  in  Louisiana,  bill  making 

it  a  port  of  delivery    .  -  -  377 

Land  claims  in  Missouri,  private,  bill  for  the 

adjustment  of    -  50,  161,  162,  341 

in  Mississippi,  bill  to  confirm  the,  79,  252 

346 
bill  to  revive  the  act  to  enable  claimants 
to  land  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
and  Territoryj;>f  Arkansas  to  institute 
suits  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims, 
and  the  act  extending  the  provisions 
of  said  act  to  claimants  within  Louis- 
iana and  Mississippi  -  -     354,  362 
Lands.    fSee  Mineral  lands.) 
bill  to  set  aside  certain  reservations  of, 
on  account  of  live  oak  in  the  south- 
east district  of  Louisiana       -  -261 
in  the*  States  of  Ohio  and  Michigan 
ceded  by  the  Wyandott  tribe  of  In- 
dians, bill  providing  for  the  sale  of   -  370 

390 
Land  patents.    (See  Patents.) 
Land  tax.    (See  Illinois.) 
Land  Office.     (See  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral.^ 
Lead  mines,  bill  proposing  to  rent  the  United 

States  -  -  -  -  -    83 

Library,  the  Committee  on  the,  bills  reported 

from    -  -  -  73,  127,  292,  363 

Light-house  in  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  bill  ma- 
king an  appropriation  to  rebuild  the    83 
Linn,L.F.,  of  Missouri,  40,  41,  45,  50,  54,  61 
63,  70,  75,  79,  84,  85,  88,  94,  100,  104 
106,  142,  161,  162,  169,  181,  185,211 

212,  220,  227,  233,  240,  267,  280,  282 
287,  288,  289,  296,  311,  313,  315,  331 

345,  371,  376,  379,  383 
the  credentials  of  -  -  -    74 

resoluUons  by,  54,  70,  74,  104,  262,  377 

379 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  legisla- 
tion on  claims  -  -  -  -    50 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,  74,  99,  100 
104,  105,  112,  121,  134,  153,  186,  201 
206,  222,  227,  239.  240,  244 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
report  on  the  subject  of  the  fine  on 
General  Jackson         -          •     148,  149 
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I,  L  P.,  of  Missouri-^ 
remarks  ooncenilof  th*  dtttrf^ction  of 
steamboats  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississip- 
pi riTers         -  -  -  -  164 
rtmarksoB  tko  army  appropriation  bill,  967 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  mdemnifjr  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  999,  301,  315 

316,  381 
remarks  on  the  expedition  of  LieoL 
Fremont  to  the  Rocky  Mountains      -  389 
Live  oak.    (See  Looiaana.) 
Lomsiana.biU  to  set  aside  certain  reservatioos 
of  land  on  aecoant  of  lire  oak  in  the 
sootheastem  district  of         -  -  378 

joint  resolmion  directing  certain  papers 
lelaiiD^  to  titles  to  land  in,  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  General  Land  Office,  961,  379 
(See  Land»^Land  claims.) 

Mails,  the  United  States,  bill  to  authorize  the 
Postmaster  General  to  make  petmap 
ncnt  contracts  with  railroad  compa- 
nies for  the  transportation  of  the       -  111 
Maine:   (See  Northeastern  boandarr.) 
Mampam,  Willie  P.,of  North  Carolina  -    31 

Marine  corps,  the  bill  for  the  -  -     166,  963 

Marine  hoe^tal  at  Key  West,  in  Florida,  bill 

for  the  erection  of  a    -  -     330,  383 

bill  to  amend  the  act  making  an  sports 
priation  tor  the  erection  ofa,  at  Oera- 
coke,  North  Carolina  ...  330 
Massachosetts,  bill  to  reftmd  the  balance  doe, 

for  disbursements  during  the  war,  50,  133 

175,  366,  371 
McDnflf  I  Geonre  H.,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  158,  194 
990,  9S7,  969,  961,  391,  364,  371,  sSl 
the  credenuals  of  -  -  -  106 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -     198,  940 
'    remarks  <m  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
establishment  of  agencies  for  the  in- 
spection and  purchase  of  water-rotted 
hemp  -  •  .  .     969,  963 

remariB  on  his  resolutions       •     308,  311 
remarks  on  the  resolution  concerning 
the  tariff,  economy,  retrenchment,  and 
reform  -  -  969,  969,  976,  961,  988 

jemarks  on  the  bill  reviriag  the  act  of 
July,  1838,  allowing  pensions  to  wid- 
ows of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Rev- 
olution ....  388 
McRbberts,  Saogiel,  of  Illinois,  45,  54,  61,  63,  79 

84,  88,  106,  118,  197,  198,  133,  134 
141,  149,  919,  990,  999,  953,  967,  975 

993,  304,  354,  371,  379 
resdntions  by      -  -  73,  99,  111 

remarks  on  the  propriety  of  removing 
obstructions  from  the  Des  Moines 
rapids  -  •  •  -73 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -     100,  188 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Bfojor 

General  Jackson        -  -  -  301 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  act  of 
July,  1838.  allowing  pensions  to  the 
widows  of^  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution  -  -    388,  389 

(See  Debates— Debts  ) 
Medical  Bureau,  the  appropriation  to  the,  deba- 
ted      .  .  .  .399, 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  bill  authorizing  an  ex- 
amination and  survey  of  the  harbor 
of        -    141,  166,  336,  340,  354,  383 
Merchandise.    (See  Doty.) 
Merrick,  W.D..  of  Maryland,  30,  59,  69,  70,  74 

85,  104,  111,  166,  175,  185,  199,  911 
999,  930,  933,  940,  959,  975,  976,  980 
981,  399,  345,  363,  364,  376,  377,  379 

389,  388,  390,  391,  399,  394 
resolutions  bv     -    33,  104,  166,  304,  313 
remarks  on  tne  bill  to  suppress  private 
expresses  on  the  mail  routes   -  911,  990 
989,  933,  934,  945,  959,  953 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
postage  -  •  -  -  363 

(See  Debates.) 
Message,  tnnual.    (See  President.) 
Mexican  claims,  resolution  concerning  -    62 

Michigan.      (See   Internal   improvements^ 

Lands-MilitiaO 
Militia,  concerning  the  discipliniog  of,     104,  159 
Georgis,  biO  for  the  payment  oi  several 

companies  of  -         133,  175,  901,  906 
Michigan,  bill  for  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain companies  of      •  -  -  S87 
Iowa,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the.          -          -          .  .311 


Military  service  of  the  TTnited  States,  bill  to 
pay  for  horses  and  other  propeny  lost 
lathe  -  -  -  -  -  990 

Military  Affiiirs,  bills  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee (to,  133,  141,  166,  199,  961,  967 

987,  988,  811,  390 
resolutions  instructing  the  Committer 

on       •  •  -        133,  149,  158 

reports  from  the  Committee  on  -    988,  345 

Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  resolutions 

of  State  Legislatures  in  Ikvor  of  the 

disconttnilance  of      -  -  •SdO 

Miller,!.  W.,  of  New  Jersey,  33,  37,  40,  70,  79 

84,   110,   133,  141,  147,  148,  169,  180 

I8I;  189,  901,  919,  990,  996,  ^,  945 

969,  967,  976,  999,  390,  397,  363,  364 

365 
resolutions  by     -  •        -  -  -  993 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 

expresses        -    ^      -  -  -  946 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  968 
remarks  on  the  Dutrict  banks  bill,  364,  365 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  Qen. 
Jacloon  -  .  •  .  300 

(See  Debates.) 
Mineral  lands,  bill  for  ascertaining  and  dispos- 
ing of  the        -  -     63,73,149,149 
Mints,  branch,  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  es- 
tablishing the  Dahlonega  and  Char- 
lotte, and  defining  the  duties  of  assayer 
and  coiner      -  •  .  •  331 
Mission  to  China.    (See  China.) 
Mississippi  river,  oostructions  m  the,  and  ca- 
tastrophes on  the        -          -     118,  340 
bill  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the,  and  their  tribu- 
taries .          -          .          •     961,  968 
bill  relating  to  the  application  of  the  two 
per  cent,  fond  of  the  State  of  •     967,  364 

St  Land  claims, 
nd  claims.) 
Missouri  volunteers,  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain companies  of      - 
Morehead,  J.  T..  of  Kenmcky,     31.  46,  75,  100 
198,  ISa,  997,  975,  996,  909,  315,  391 
399,  396,  349,  364,  379,  387 
resolutions  by     -  -  -  -175 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
establishment  of  agencies  for  .the  in- 
.spection.  and  purchase  of  water-rot- 
ted hemp        ....  969 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       •  -  188 

N. 

Naval  Al&irs,  resolutions  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on        -  75,  133,  161,  169 
reports  from  the  Committee  on,  63,  70,  148 
.    158,  161,  169,  180,  198,  919,  961,  340 
bills  reported  Arom  the  Committee  on   -  158 
169,  166,  186,  933,  935,  938,  975,  980 
987,  304,  390.  340,  376,  387 
Naval  service.    (See  Enlistments.) 

bill  to  provide  for  the  estaUibhrnent  of 

schools  of  instruction  in  the  -  -    84 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the    -    963,  391,  399,  3^,  398 

331,  377 
(See  Treaty  and  Ri^ht  of  search.) 
Naval  peace  establishment,  bill  concerning  the,  198 
Naval  pensions,  bill  respecting  th€  payment  of 
invalid  pensions  to  officers  of  the  nsr 
val  and  marine  services        -  -  933 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  piy- 
mentof  -  •       340,  364,  377 

Naval  hospital  fund,  joint  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  investment  of  the       -  •  985 
Naval  nommations       -          •          •          -  119 
Navy  Department,  caUs  upon  the,  for  informa- 
tion     -          -          -         79,  111,  119 
bill  to  amend  the  act  reorguiizing  the,84,  963 
Navigation,  petitions  and  documents  on  the 
subject  of  improving  the,  in  the  West- 
em  waters    *    164,  165,  166,  966,  968 

987.  369 
Natural  curiosities  furnished  by  the  exploring 
squadron,  a  bill  for  the  preservation 
or  the  coUection  of     -  -     959,  363 

Newspapers,  supply  of.  to  Senators    -  -    33 

Northeastern  ana  fionnwestem  boundary,  cor- 
respondence of  the  Secretary  of  State 
with  the  special  minister  f^om  Eng- 
land concerning  the  -  -  4 
correspondence  of  the  authorities  of 
Mame,  Massachusetts,  and  New 
Hampshire,  concerning  the   •          •    19 
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Noftheastem  and  Northwestern  botndary-- 
controversy  cooeeming,  u  deftnad  on 
the  map  of  Franklin, *c..  Ill,  119,  190 

191,  169,  170,  171 
Nouse,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  89,  169,  166 

O. 

Oregon  Territory,  rcsoltutons  of  State  Legis- 
latures and  petitions  concerning  the  84,  88 

990,  967,  987,  34Q 
resolution  calling  for  information  of 
ttw  late  negotiations  touching  the      -    74 
bill  for  the  occupation  aod  settlement  of 
the,  and  to  extend  a  portion  of  the 
laws  of  the  'United  States  over  the 
same  -  61,  70,  99,  104,  119,  191,  133 
149,149,  153,  158,  169,  171,  176,  188 
199,  194,  198,  906,  9l9,  990,  997,  999 

934,  988,  IH4,  959 
remarks  on  the,  by- 
Mr.  Archer    -    74,  100,  104,  105,  919 
980,  9d9,  930,  939,  940,  944 
Mr.  Bagby      -  -  -  -  939 

Mr.  Benton,  74,  106,  119,  154,  179,  176 

934,  938,  939 
Mr.  Berrien    -  -  ^  -  919 

Mr.  Calhoun  -  133,  134,  149,  997,  939 
Mr.  Choate,  134,  171,  176,  935, 938,  939 
Mr.  Fulton     -  -  -  -  105 

Mr.  Henderson  ...  939 

Mr.  Huntington         -  -  -  194 

Mr.  King        .  -         74,  105,  239 

Mr.  Linn,     74,  99,  100,  104,  106,  119 
191,    134,   153.    186,    901,   906,  993 

S97,  939,  940,  944 
Mr.McRoberts  -  -     100,  188 

Mr.  McDuffie  -  -     198,  940 

Mr.  Morehead  .  •  •  isB 

Mr.  Phelps     .  .  •  -  997 

Mr.  Rives       -  -  -630 

Mr.  Sevier     -  -  -     153,  930 

Mr.  Tappan   -     «     -  -     149,  940 

Mr.  Woodbridge        -  -939 

Mr.  Woodbnry  -  199 

Mr.  Walker    -  -  -     105,  939 

Mr.- Young     ....  990 
Ohio.    (See Lands) 

P. 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  bills  reported 

from  the  Committee  on  -  169,  938,  363 
Patents,  land,  bill  in  relation  to  the  exemplili- 
cation  of,  and  other  evidences  or  title 
under  the  act  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  311,  379,  377 
for  botmty  land,  joint  resolution  relating 
to        -  -  -  -     999,  379 

Patent  Office,  bill  to  extend  the,  on  9th  strtfpt  -  141 

148,  169,  354,  369 
Pay  of  all  ofllcers  of  the  Government,  bill  548 

for  the  reduction  of  the  •  -  996 

Pea  Patch  Island,  the  bUl  to  settle  the  title  to    -  198 

311,  363 
Pensacola,  proposition  for  the  construction  ofa 

floating  dry-dock  at    -  -     399,  397 

Pennsylvania  avenue,  bill  to  anthorixe  the  re- 
paving  and  repairing  of,     141,  169,  901 

996,  945,  963 
Pensions,  the  Committee  on,  bills  reported 

trim,  88,  197,  157,  166,  180,  186,  911 
396,938,  967,  980,^987,  999,  311,  390 
396,  340,  341,  853,  363,  370,  371,  376 

391 

reports  from  the,     88,  197,  157,  180,  911 

838,  987,  999,  390,  396,  340,  353,  363 

387 
Pensions  to  certain  widows  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution',  bill  reviving 
the  act  of  July,  1838,  granting  pen- 
sions to  widows  of      -       358,  364,  387 
Pension  agents,  bill  making  compensation  to,  63, 79 

•  95,  100 

Pensions,  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 

payment  of     -  -  -     961,  963 

(See  Naval.) 
Pensions,  the  bill  to  continue  the  office  of  Com- 
missioner of   -  -     63,  79,  95,  100 
Peters.  Moore,  dt  Co.,  bUl  for  the  relief  of,  999,  379 
Petersburg  Railroad  Co.,  bill  for  the  benefit  ot 

the        -  166,  175,  181.  186,  187 

Phelps,  8.  S.,  of  Vermont,  63,  69,  70,  88,  89,  94 

95,'  105,  106,  118,  133,  157,  169,  169 

*       174,  180,  189,  188,  198,  9li,  996,  953 

*     999,  999,  311,  380,  396,  397,  341,  345 

376 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill      *         *  997 
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P.ahien'Baftk  of  Mississippi,bill  for  the  relief 
)/^  .      of ihe  -  •  89,  Ml,  180.  192 

Poner,  A.  8.,of  Michigan,      38,  45,  50,  63,  69 
79,  88,   94,   167,    175,  31i,    8-29,  S33 

987,  371,  372 
remarks  on  ihe  bill  lo  prevent  the  em- 
plojrment  Of  private  expresses  on  mail 
lOQtcs,  dec.      -  -        329,  245,  252 

Post  Office  special  agents,  concemiiig  the  sala- 
ry of  the        ^  -  -  -  382 
Ttet  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on, 

bills  reported  from  tbe«  79,  88,  104,  111 

192,  SUfe,  229,  252,  ifeo,  30t,  32u,  376 

resolutions  instracting  the         •     127,  141 

report  ft  am  the  -  -  «-  •  320 

Post  Office  laws,  concerning  the  constrttction 

ol  the  •  -  -  -  -  174 

Postmasters  General  of  the  United  States,  (as- 
sistant,) bill  relating  to  the  appout- 
ment  of         -  -  -  -  226 

Postmaster  Gteneral,  resolatkm  instracting  the, 

^.      -  -  -  -  -  166 

Postage,  petitions,  &c.,  Concerning  a  reduction 

of  the  rates  of,  220,  243,  340,  363,  379 
Pre-emption  rights,  bill  to  amend  the  several 

acts  granting  •  •  -54,  370 

bill  sapplementary  to  the  act  granting, 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,     238,320 

370 
Mil  to  authorize  the  investigation  of  al- 
leged frauds  under  the  -  320,  387 
President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate,  45,  49,  52,  61 
81,,  88,  100,  110,  126,*  127,  132,  140 
147,  152,  153,  157,  158,  161,  166,  169 
175,  180,  185,  186,  188,  192,  211,  219 
329,  233,  238,  243,  251,  352,  261,  263 
375,  980,  287,  292,  296,  304,  311,  320 

325,  390,  342,  362,  376 
his  recollections  pending  the  coutroversy 
in  secret  session  on  the  red-lined  map 
between  Messrs.  Benton  and  Rives   -  170 
President  Tyler,  his  annual  message,  33, 36, 37,  45 
his  message   transmitting   the   British 

treaty  -  -  .  -  -     2 

resolutions  calling  upon,  for  informa- 
tion,    41,  60,  54,  70.  74.  94,  99,  112 
175,  238,  275,  981,  331,  345,  372,  376 

377 
Printing.    (See  Debates.) 
Printers  of  Congress,  proposition  to  give  to  the 
present,  30  per  cent*  above  their  con- 
tract priee  for  executing  the  printing 
of  Coogiess       •        382,  391,  392,  393 
Private  Land  Claims,  resolutions  instructing 

the  Committee  on       -  -     104,  205 

report  from  the  Committee  on    -  •361 

bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on   -  161 

102.  933,  361,  287,  888,  341,  353,  363 

Public  Buildinffs  and  Orounds,  bills  rraorted 

from  tne  Coomiittee  on  the,  3^,  399,  363 
bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Com- 
missioner of   •  -  .  .  299 
Public  lands.    (See  Distribution.) 

bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on  -  54 
62,  73,  94,  118, 152,  174,  186,  192,  220 
233,952,  261,  292,  311,  320,  330,  340 

370 
resoIutionF  instructing  the  Committee 

on        -  -  -  -        74,  79 

reports  from  the  Committee  on,  94, 1 18,  169 

233,  261,  292 
R. 
Bailroads,  bill  to  authorize  the  makinfi^  of  per- 
manent contracts  wiih  the,  lor  trans- 
porting the  United  States  mail  -  345 
iron.    (See*  Duties.) 
Reilly,  Boyd,  bill  for  the  relief  of       -          -  376 
Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  concerning 

the  salary  of  the        -  -  -  381 

Reporters,  resolution  to  appoint  a  corps  of,    46,  50 

85 
Resolutions  submitted  by- 
Mr.  Allen  .  -         70,  304,  331 
Mr.  Bagby         -          -  -  -  345 
Mr. Barrow,    74,  79,  111,  119,  133,  142 

158 

Mr.  Bayard        •  -  39, 935,  326 

Mr.  Benton,  1,  2,  41,  54,  63,  74,  79,  85 

94,   99,   119,    238,  252,  262,  375,  281 

321,  327,  341.  345 
Mr.Q^rrien       -  -  -        46,  89 

Mr.  Buchanan    -  -  2,  lol,  118 

Mr.  Conrad,   1,  54,  62,  63,  95,  133,  142 
{  Mr.  Crittenden   •  -  -  2,  75 

Mr.  Dayton        -  -  -     281 ,  288 


Resolutions  submitted  by — 
Mr.  Evans 
Mr.  Qraham 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  King 
.  Mr.  Kerr 


H 


255,  288,  341 
-288 

104,  127,  133,  205 
-  262 

-  -  -    37 


Mr.  Linn,  54,  70,  74,  104,  262,. 377,  379 
Mr.  McDnffie,       252,  962,  273,  281 ,  288 

308    Sll 
Mr.  Mc Roberts  -  -  73,  99|  HI 

Mr.  Merrick  -  33,  104,  166,  304,  313 
Mr.  Morehead    -  •  -  -  175 

Mr.  Miller  -  -  -  -  293 

'        Mr.  Rives,       2,  112,  119,  133,  237,  293 

299,  304,  372 
Mr.  Sevier         -  -        104,  376,  387 

Mr.  Smith  of  Indiana,  46,  104,  118,  205 
Mr.  Tappan  ....  s-^i 
Mr.  Tallmadge  -  -  •  -    39 

Mr.  Walker,  62,  192,  304,  311,  315,  321 

326,  370,  376,  379 
Mr.  Williams     -  -  -  1    79 

Mr.  Wright        -  -  -        65,  74 

Mr.  Woodbury  -  -    74,  85,  89,  280 

Mr.  Woodbridge  -        133,261,371 

Mr.  Young         -  -  -     320,  376 

Retrenchment,  resolutions  of  instruction  lothe 

committee  on  -  -  •        65,  74 

bill  reported  from  the  committee  on      -  349 
the  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  pay  to  . 
members  of  Congress,  and  civil,  mill-  * 
tary,  and  naval  officers,      296,  349,  392 
(See  Custom  house. 
Retrenchment  and  economy,  the  tariff.  Govern- 
ment resources,  &c.,   resolutions  of 
Messrs.   McDnffie.   Evans,   Dayton. 
Rives,  and  Merrick,  upon  the  subject 
of  -  -  252,  262,  276,  281 

remarks  upon,  by- 
Mr.  Allen  -  -  -  -  382 
Mr.  Archer  -  -  -  -282 
Mr.  Buchanan  ...  282 
Mr.  Calhoun  •  -  -  281,  282 
Mr.  Dayton  -  -  281,  282,  288 
Mr.  Evans  -  255,  276,  281,  282,  288 
Mr.McDuffie  -  276,  281,  288 
Mr.  Merrick  -  281,  282,  288,  289 
Mr.  Rives  -  -  281,  282,  288 
Mr.  Simmons  -  -  .  .  282 
Mr.  Walker  -  -  -  282,  288 
Revenue-cutter  service,  concerning  the  -  280 
Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on,  bills  re- 
ported from  the,  158,  169,  292,  320,  326 

345 
reports  from  the,    118,  133,  157,  292,  345 
Right  of  search,  debate  concerning  thespeebh 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel  on  the  construction 
of  the  Ashburton  treaty  touching  the,  331 

332,  333,  334,  335,  336 
Rives,  Wm.  C,  of  Virginia,  1,  2,  30,  54,  62,  110 

164,  192,  312,  S97,  989,  379 
resolutions  by,  2,  112,  119,  133,  237,  293 

299,  304 

remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 

Robert  Peel  on  the  construction  of  the 

Afrhburton  treaty  as  to  the  right  of 

search  -  111,  120,  121,  171 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Petersburg  Railroad  Company         -  187 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill      -  .  230 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  Ashburton  treaty  .  379 
-  (See  Debts.) 
Roads  and  Canals,  resolutions  mstiucting  the 

Committee  on  -  46,  104,  370 

bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on,  198 

233 
Robbinston,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  bill  to  de- 
clare, a  port  of  entry      -    180,  354,  362 
Rocky  Mountains,  concerning  Lieutenant  Fre- 
mont's expedition  to  the         -  -  389 
Royall,  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of 

Captain  William        -  -  .371 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  proposition  to  suspend  and 

amend  the,        45,  50,  70,  74,  377,  387 

S. 

Salary  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Camden, 

bill  for  the  reduction  of  the,  299,  331,  372 

School  lands,  bills  concerning,  50,  54,  63,  70,  83 

104,  118,  153,  158 

Seamen,  an  act  amendatory  of  the  act  for  the 

relief  of  sick  and  disabled    -,.        -  345 

Search.    (See  Right  of  search.) 


-  165 


913 


Secretary  of  the  SemUe,  stibpoenaed  to  amar 
before  the  circuit  cojurt  of  the  united 
States  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
with  certain  :pape«s  on  the  files  of  hia 

office    -  -     .      -  -     - 

.  aes^mentofcertain  duties  to,  391, 327,  376 

fianators  in  attendance  -  •  -  -SO 

Senate  ofahe  United  plates,  ^rocisadiBi8»of4{he, 

in  secret  session,  upon  ihe  British 

treaty  -  -  - .         -  -  1,  fl 

Sevier,  Ambrose  H,,  of  Arkansas,  61,  63,  79,  Si 

88,  9^  95, 106,  127,  148,  149»  158,  162 

175,  IHO,  181,  182,  186,  .^1„212,  839 

240,  244,  267,  299,  315,  321,  322,  341 

346,  353,  351,  362,.  363,  364,  370,  374 

376,  379,  382,  391 

the  cre!(knUais  of  -  •  -    74 

resolutions  by     -  -        104,  376,  387 

remarks  on  the'Ch'e^on  bill        -     153, 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  improviqg  the 

navigatiQu  of  the  Western  waters 

(See  Debates.) 

Shreve,  H.  M.,  a  bill  authorizing  the  punchase 

of  his  snag-boat         -  -     211, 

Simmoa^,  J.  T.,  of  Rhode  Island,  40, 84,. 112,  199 

219,  920,  244,  251,  252,  287,  363,  366 

372   '382 

Skinner,  John  P..  bill  for  the  relief  of  -     198 1  206 

Slave4rade,  the  African,  negotiations  between 

Ashburton  and  Webster,  concerning 

the  suppression  of  the  -        S0»  d4 

Smith,  O.  H.,  of  Indiana, 40,  45,  49,  ,54,  61,  63 

70.  73,  84,  94,  104,  106,  118,  142,  147 

15'J,  153,  164,  169,  174,  192,  905,  326 

233,  243,  252,  261,  266,  292,  304,  311 

320,  330,  340,  354,  362,  370,  371,  373 

377 
resolutions  by  -  46,  104,  118,  305 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the 

navigation  of  the  Western  wateis     -  164 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
V  establishing  of  agencies  for  the  in- 

spection and  purchase  of  water-rotted 
hemp  .  .  .  -  .  336 

concerning  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
canal  -  -  •  -  .  987 

Smith,  Perry,  of  Connecticut,    63,  104,  152,  162 

302,  315,  321,  341,  388 
remarks  on  Ihe  bankrupt  bill    -     346,349 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
report  on  the  nne  on  Gen.  Jackson    - 
his  recollections  pending  the  controver- 
sy in  secret  session  between  Messrs. 
ftenton  and  Rives,  concerning  the  red- 
lined  mip       ... 
(See  Debates.) 
Spoliations,  French,  prior  to   1800,  petitions 

concerning      -  •  40,  62,  141,  305 

bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  for  -  111 

121,  153 
Spragne,  W.,  of  Rhode  Island  -        40,  84 

State  Department,  calls  upon  the         -        46,62 
Statue  ot  Washington,  appropriation  for  the  re- 
moval of        -  -  -  -  381 
Steamboat  Company  of  Nantucket,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  -  -  -      95,  100 

Steamboats,  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  better 
security  of  lives  of  passengers  on 
board  of         -  -        345, 376,  379 

Steamboats  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 

the  destruction  of       -  -  •  164 

Stock  by  the  United  States,  petitions  praying 
the  issue  of  200  millions  for  the  relief 
of  the  States,       84,  161,  198,  219,  390 
233,  238,  243,  262,  266,  275,  280,  299 

304,  387 

Sturgeon,  D.,  of  Peons}'! van ia,       30,  41,  54,  61 

62,  79,  84,  180,  205,  211,  226,  233,  238 

243,  251,  252,  275,  292,  304,  311,  320 

322,  330,  387 
Swartwout,  Samuel,  late  collector  of  N.  York, 
bill  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  com- 
promise with  the  securities  of,         89,  95 

T. 

Tallmadge,  N.  P.,  of  New  York,  2,  30,  33,  45 
62,  75,  79,  84,  85,  88,  94,  99,  103 
110,  118,  127,  166,  175,  185,  192,  198 
205,  226,  237,  240,  244,  251,  253,  266 
288,  314,  315,  327,  328,  340,  342,  381 

382,  390 
resolution  by  .    -  -  -  -    30 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  act,  45,  46,  51 ,  84 

238,  342,  347,  349 
remarks  on  the  exchequer  bill    -        •  -  94^ 
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Tanma,  BenJftimD,  of  Ohio.    SI .  88,  99,'  41 ,  45 

'^S,  88, 89,  99,  100,  106,  110,  113,  119 

198,  133,  148,  157,  162,  181,  19Q,  313 

S40,  963,  966,  375,  376,  387,  315,  Sdl 

336,  340,  345,  353,  354,  363,  364,  365 

•  366,  SVl,  383 

resolntioiisbY     •  -  -381 

remarks  on  the  distribution  of  catalogues 

of  the  library  of  Congress     -  •94 

remarks  oa  the  Oregon  bill       -     149,  940 
remarks  on  the  resolntion  for  the  estab* 
lishment  of  agencies  for  the  inspec- 
tion and  purchase  of  water-rotted 
hemp  -  -  •  -  -  968 

remarks  concerning  the  Lonisville  and 

Portland  canal  ...  887 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  act     -  -  346 

remarks  concemine  the  fulfilment  of  the 
stipulations  .of  me  treaty  wittt  the 
Wyandott  Indians      -       363,  390,  391 
(See  Debates.) 
Tariff,  petitions,  &c ,  concerning  the.   40,  69,  133 
147,  157,  198,  311,  319,  390,  396,  935 

975,  311,  390,  340 
(See  Retrenchment  and  Economy.) 
Telegraphs  for  the  United  States,  bill  making 
an  appropriation  to  test  the  practica- 
bility of  establishing  a  system  of  elec- 
tro-magnetic    .  .  -     845,  387 

Tenaessee.    (See  Courts.) 
TetMtorles,  proposition  for  the  appointment  of 

a.  stumding  committee  on,     175,  181,  186 
TttMB,  couceming  its  annexation  to  the  uoiied 

States 340 

Thames,  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
fmprorement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  in  Connecticut ...  330 
Tides  to  land  itouth  of  the  Arkansas  river,  bill 

to  protect  the  -  -  -  -  353 

in  liouisfana,  joint  resolution  directing 
the  papers  relating  to.  to  be  returned 
to  the  General  Land  Office    -     361 ,  373 
Todd,  Isaac,  and  James  McGill,  bUl  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  the  assignees  of  -  370 

'376 
Tpnoage,  freights,  and  commerce  •  361,  881 
TVeasury  Department.    (See  Exchequer.) 

resolutions  calling  upon  the,  for  mfor- 
matioo,      54,  63,  85,  89,  95,  104,  118 

980,  888,  304,  330 
Tieasnry  notes,  bill  for  the  reissue  of,  and  other 

purposes  -        363,  379,  390,  393 

Treaty,  the  quintriple,  resolutions  calling  for 
information  concerning,  and  answers  ' 
thereto.     54,  68,  79,  85,  95,.  147,  863 
remarks  oy  Mr.  Archer  concerning,  63,  64 

85,  363 
remarks  by  Mr. Benton,  64,  65,  79,  358,  863 
(See  Asbburton.) 
Treaty,  the  Ashburton,  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  secret  session  upon      -  -     1 
the  President's  messace  and  other  offi- 
cial papers  connected  with  the  -     3 
correspondence  between  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton and  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of 
State,  pending  the  negotiations  for 
the       -          -                     -  -     4 
correspondence   of  the    Secretary  of 
State,    the    Maine    commissioners, 
and  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
coneemine  the  Northeastern  bounda- 
ry       -          •          -          -        13,  14 
correspondence  concerning  the  African 

slave-trade      -  -  -  -    33 

correspondence  concerning  the  "Creole" 

case     -  -  -  -  -    94 

correspondence  concerning  the  "Caro- 
line^ HflTair      -  -  -  -   36 
correspondence   concerning  "impress- 
ment'* •          -          -          -  -38 
the  treaty  as  ratified  bv  the  Senate        •    89 
resolution  calling  ft>r  the  correspondence 

connected  with  ihe     -  -        94,  99 

discussion  concerning  the  boundary  es- 
ublished  imder  the,  and  the  red-line 
map,  111,  119,  130,  131,  169,  170,  171 
discussicm  concerning  the  const raction 
of  the,  as  connected  with  the  right  of 
search:  and  on  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr. 
Bagby's  proportions  to  strike  fVom  the 
naval  appropriation  bill  all  appropri- 
ation for  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  the,  concerning  the  African 
squadron,  331,  333,  333,  334,  335,  336 

,  377,  S78 


Treaty,  ibe  Ashburton — 

bill  to  make  appropriation  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  which  was  concluded 
at  Washington  the  9th  Aug..  1843    -  366 

371,  373,  877,  378,  379 

U. 

Usher,  Alice,  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  -  -341 

W. 

Walker,  R.  J.,  of  Mississippi,  61,  63,  89,  94,  105 
143,  148,  149,  153,  157,  163,  180,  186 
193,  806,  330,  333,  343,  353,  367,  304 
311,  314,  331,  838,  926,  337,  388,  354 
371,  373,  376,  377,  383,  393,  393 
resolutions  by     -    63,  193,  304,  311,  315 
331,  336,  370,  373,  376,  379 
remarks  on  the  British-  treaty  and  red- 
line  map         ...     119,  ^4 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  improving  the 

navigation  of  the  Western  waters     -  165 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -     105,  339 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 
'  expresses  on  the  mail  ronies  -  -  346 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  concerning  the  fine  on  Gen. 
Jackson  -  -  -  -  141 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill.  367 
remarks  concerning  the  Louisville  ana 

Portland  canal  ...  sg7 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  act,  343,  346,  347 
remarks  on  the  District  bank  bill  -  365 

remarks  on  the  bill  reviving  the  act 

S ranting  pensions  to  the  widows  of  of- 
cers  ana  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  -  388 

389 
(See  Debts— Debates.) 

Warehousing  system,  petitions,  reports,  Ac., 

concerning,    45,  54,  85,  113,  113,  118 

166,  330,  331 
War  Department,  resolutions  calling  upon  the, 

for  information,  70,  104,  133,  143,  193 

906,  311,  830,  331,  387 
Washington's  sword  and  Franklin's  staff,  their 
presentation  to  the  Senate,  and  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Archer  concerning     -  355 
Watchmen  in  the  several  departments,  proposi- 
tion to  raise  their  salaries      -  -  382 
Weaver,  Casper  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of       -  367 
Weaver,  Thomas,  and  Jacob  Ueybereer,  sure- 
ties of  the  Norristown  and  Valley 
Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the  relief 
of        .          -          -          -     373,  393 
Webster,  Daniel,  his  negotiations  with  Lord 
Ashbarton,  and  correspondence  tonch- 
ihg  the  several  subjects  embraeed  in 
thS  treaty  at  Washington,    4,  88,  33,  34 

36,  38 
West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the     -    89,  147.  806,  330,  336 
White,  A.  S.,  of  Indiana,      40,  45,  84,  94,  100 

113,  166,  388,  308,  330,  363 

377,  387 
remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to 
fulfil   the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Wyandott  Indians    -     390,  391 
Wilcox,  L.,  of  New  Hampshire  -      30 ,  387 

Wilde,  Richard  H.,  granting  him  the  benefits* 

of  the  copyright  law,    41,  141,  181,  193 
Williams.  J.  W.,  deceased  Representative  (Vom 

Maryland,  eulogy  on  -  -  -    37 

Williams,  Ruel,of  Maine,         1,  61,  63,  70,  94 
137,  148,  157,  158,  163,  164,  169,  180 
805,  906,  336,  333,  338,  344,  361,  375 
880,  887,  893,  393,  304,  330,  333,  337 
338,  340,  341,  371,  373,  376,  387 
resolutions  submitted  by  -  1 ,  79 

remarks  concerning;  naval  pensions      -  364 
Wiscasset  collection  district,  bill  to  extend  the,  387 
Wisconsin,  bill  to  authorize  the  election  or  ap- 
pointment of  certain  officers  in,  341 ,  383 
Woodbridge,  W.  W.,  of  Michigan,  40,  41,  73;  88 
89,   94,    137,    133,   147,  161,  169,  329 
.851,  353,  361,  863,  366,  893,  315,  336 
345,  354,  363,  366,  371,  383,  387 
resolutions  by     -  -        133,  361,  371 

remarks  on  the  rule  to  regalate  legisla- 
tion on  claims  -  -  -  -    50 
remarks  concerning  a  distribution    of 
the  catalogues  of  the  library  of  Con- 
gress   -          -          -           -          -    94 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -          -  939 
remarksconcemingthe  red-line  map    -  344 
(See  Debates.) 


Woodbury,  Levi,  of  New  Hampshire,  30,  41 ,  50 
73,  74,  79,  81,  84,  85,  88,  94,  104,  106 
113,  119,  138,  143,  143,  148,  157,  158 
164,  169,  186,  188,  193,  311,  836.353 
853,  367,  375,  380,  381,  896,  311,  314 
331,  333,  337,  388,  341,  353,  363  365 
366,  37D,  371,  381,  383,398 

resolutions  by     -  -     74,  85,  89,  880 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
a-tablishment  of  agencies  for  the  in-' 
spection  and  purchase  of  water-rotted 
hemp   ....     262,  863 

remarks  on  the  bankrupt  bill    -  .  347 

remarks  concerning  the  warehousing 
system  ....  331 

remarks  concerning  the  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel  on  the  constraciion  of  the 
Ashbuiton  treaty,  as  to  the  right  of 
search         1    •  -  -  .  336 

remarks  on  the  treasury  note  bill,     380,  390 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  pay  for 
printing  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth 
uensus  ....  3gj 

remarks  on  the.  proposition  to  give  to 
the  present  printers  to  Congress  30 
percent,  above  (heir  contract  price  for 
executing  the  public  printing  .  393 

renmrks  on  the  Oregon  bill    -  -  193 

(See  Debater— Debts.) 
Wright,  Silas,  of  New  York,  30,  'S9,  40,  45.  49 
54,  61,63,  65,  75,  84,  85,  103,  ri8 
118,  133,  157,  IGl,  169,  193,  311,313 
336,  333,  337,  313,  975,  387,  393  396 
399,  345,  346,  353,  354,  362,  363,  365 
366,  371,  373,  376,  379,  383,  393,  394 

resolutions  by     -  -  -        65,  74 

the  credentials  of  -  -  .  figg 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  give  the 
present  Congress  printers  90  per  cent, 
above  the  contract  price  for  execu- 
ting the  public  printing       383,  391,  393 

remarks  on  the  rule  to  regulate  legisla- 
tion on  claims  •  -  .  -    51 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates 
of  postage       ...  f53 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  te 
mission  to  China        -  .     3(j^    391 

(See  Debates^Debts.) 
Y. 
Yeas  and  nays — 

on  qaestions  touching  the  assumption 
of  the  State  debts       -  -  -    75 

on  the  resolutions  concerning  the  as- 
sumption  of  State  debts,  396,  399,  308 

315,  337 
on  questions  connected  with  the  bill  to 

indemnify  Major  Gten.  Jackson,     85,  149 

316,  331 
on  the  proposition  to  distribute  cata- 

lo^es  of  the  library  of  Congress    -    94 

on  the  joint  resolution  to  limit  the 
term  of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme and  inferior  courts     -  .  ]03 

on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  Peters- 
burg Railroad  Company        .  .  188 

on  the  Oregon  bill  -  -     340,  353 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  establish- 
ment of  agencies  for  the  inspection 
and  purchase  of  water-rotted  nemp  -  863 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  McDnffie  con- 
cerning the  tariff,  the  Government  re- 
sources, retrenchment,  and  economy,   989 

on  the  naval  appropriation  bilL  touch- 
ing the  question  of  dry  or  soating^ 
docks  -  -  .  -  .  328 

on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr. 
Bagby  to  recommit  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill,  with  «  view  to  strike  out 
all  appropriations  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaties,  so  far 
as  regarded  tbe  support  of  recaptured 
Africans  -  -  '       .  -  336 

on  the  bankrupt  bill       -  .     347,  349 

on  the  bill  to  print  the  debates  of  Con- 
gress   -  -  355,  356,  357,  358 

on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  District  banks  365 

371 

on  the  proposition  to  print  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
condemnatory  of  the  course  of  Mr. 
•     Berrien  -  -  -  -  377 

t>n  the  proposition  to  give  the  present 
printers  to  Congress  30  per  cent,  above 
their  contract  price  for  executing  the 

'   public  printing  -        383,  991,  393 
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Yeas  aod  nays — 

on  the  proposition  to  pay  for  books  dis- 
tribated  to  members  of  CoDgress     -  383 

on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  cuniract 
price  tor  printing  the  Compendinm  of 
the  Sixth  Census        -  -  -  383 

on  the  bill  reviving  the  act  of  July,  1638, 
allowing  pensions  to  widows  ol  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  388 

on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  mission  to 
China 393 


Young,  R.  M.,  of  Illinois,  40,  83,  88,  104,  143 
148,  153,  186,  198,  '205,  236,  243,  267 
275,  281,  299,  301,  311,  321,  322,  3je7 

340,  342,  370,  371,  376 
resolutions  by     -  -  -     320,  376 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill       -  -  220 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  agencies  lor'  the  in- 
spection and  purchase  of  water-rot- 
ted hemp         ....  226 


Young,  R.  M.,  o(  Illinois- 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  suppress  private 
expresses  on  mail  routes,  and  to  pre- 
vent frauds  on  the  revenues  drthe 
Post  Office  Department 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  revive  the  act 
granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Resolu- 
tion    .  -  -  -  - 


HOUSE   OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 


Abolition,  Mr.  Adams's  motion  to  rescind  the 

21slrule  -  -        31,37,39,42 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ver- 
mont, presented  by  Mr.  Blade  -  106 
Mr.  Adams's  resolution  in  relation  to 
vacancies  on  the  bench  of  theSupreme 
Court  -          -          -          -  -  359 
great  reel  petition           -           -  .  317 
Mr.  Briggs*s  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
laws  of  Florida           -           -  -  337 
Accounts,  Committee  on          •           -           <    41 
Adams,  John  duincy,  of  Massachusetts,  21 ,  37,  42 
83,  86,  89,  90,  158,  161,  172,  182,  183 
184,  195,  219,  223,  224,  235,  236,  237 
242,  256,  260,  264,  269,  270,  274,  275 
277,  310,  317,  320,  322,  323,  325,  328 
329,  330,  337,  344,  345,  350,  359,  366 
367,  369,  385,  386,  387,  396,  400 
resolutions  by      -.            31,  219,  232,  385 
resolution  in  relation  to  vacancies  on 

the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court       -  359 
remarks  on  the  resolution   to  refund 

General  Jackson's  fine  •     123,  128 

remarks  on  the  motion  to  print  10,000 
extra  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the 
proposition  to  issue  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  Qovemment  stock  -  -269 
AfTtculture,  Committee  on  -  •  -  41 
Alabama,  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 

two  per  cent,  fund  of  -  -  -  338 

memorial  of  the  Le^lature  of,  on  the 
subject  of  the  public  lands      -  -  384 

Alexandria,  D.C.,  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 

the  town  of    -  -  -  -  240 

bill  to  incorporate  the  orphan  asylum 
and  free  school  of       -  -     266,  394 

Allen,  EILsha  H.,  of  Maine,       31 ,  317,  367,  370 
Apportionment  law,  bill  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tion of  certain  portions  of,     121, 195,  298 

343 
Andrews,  Sherlock  J.,  of  Ohio,  265,  274,  328,  340 
Andrews,  Landafif  W.,  of  Kentucky,      44,  65,  89 
113,  159,  180,  182,  183,  226,  276,  320 
328,  329,  338,  340,  350,  353,  361,  367 
369,  370,  386,  387,  395,  399 
Appropriations,  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Government,  52, 55 
57,  304,  344,  350,   359,  368,  394,  395 

396,  399 
bill  for  the   army  and  military  acad- 
emy,   113,  169,  172,  223,  ^,  230,  270 

278,  302,  339,  367 

bill  for  the  naval  service,     143,  242,  248 

256,  329,  330,  339,  350,  373,  386,  394 

bill  for  the  Indian  Department,      143,  329 

330,  373 
bill   for  revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners -  -  -      143,  241 
bills  for  fortifications     -         158,  329,  330 
bill  for  navy  pensions   -         240,  330,  S76 
bill  for  harbors  and  rivers       241,  330,  339 
Arkansas,  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens 
of,  for  losses  of  improvements  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Chociaw  treaty         -  102 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  settle  the 

titles  to  certain  lands  in  -  121 ,  367 
bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  residing 
within  the  reputed  limits  of  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana,  and  beyond  the  new 
boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Texas       -  -        •  -  157 

Army  appropriation   bill.     (See  Appropria- 
tions.) 
bill  to  amend  the  act  respecting  the  or- 
ganization of  ...      176,298 


Army  appropriation  bill — 

bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act 

respecting  the  organization  of    336,  386 

Af  rington,  Archibald  H.,  of  North  Carolina,      31 

Armories,  national       -  -  -  -    54 

Arnold,  Thomas  D.,  of  Tennessee,    68,  73,  81 ,  89 

114,  131,  135,  158,  162,  168,  174,  185 

216,  223,  228,  237,  248,  251,  276,  282 

283,  285,  286,  287,  289,  290,  291,  325 

345 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  bill  in  relation 

to  the  appointment  of  -  -  -  998 

Assumption  of  State  debts,    38,  95,  1B2,  213,  308 

373 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  petitions  asking  for  the 
creation  of  two  hundred  millions  of 
United  States  stock  for  the  relief  of 
the  States,  222,  269,  273,  283,  322,  339 
report  of  Mr-  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  on 
the  same  subject         -        ^  -  -  386 

Atherlon,  Charles  G.,  of  New  Hampshire,    31 ,  95 
143,  152,  159,  167,  207,  241,  319,  385 

400 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,     209 

Aycrigg,  John  B.,  of  New  Jersey,     31 ,  57,  58,  60 

285,  260,  264,  265,  297,  329,  340,  360 

367,  368 
B. 
Baker,  Osmyn,  of  Massachusetts,     31,  247,  338 
Babcock,  Alfred,  of  New  York,       31,  177,  373 
Barnard,  Daniel  D.,  of  New  York,  31 ,  38,  49,  66 
72,  114,   159,   162,  163,  167,  168,  182 
183,  190,  195,  228,  236,  254,  256,  264 
265,  270,  282,  283,  302,  309,  310,  317 
318,  330,  350,  367,  373,  395 
resolutions  by     -  -  -      157, 173 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rapt  law  -  -  -         65,71 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,    201 
remarks  on  the  treasury  note  bill  -  318 
Barton,  Richard  W.,  of  Virginia,    31 ,  63. 65,  143 

225,  348,  366 

Bankrupt  law,  bill  to  repeal  the,     49,  65,  71,  86 

90,  102,  107,  114,  124,  146,  162 

bill  reported  by  Mr.  Barnard,  167,  176.  178 

Bankruptcy,  fees  in,  resolution  in  relation  to,  54,57 

Beeson,  Henry  W.,  of  Pennsylvania,    31 ,  56,  1 13 

268,  286,  400 

resolutiouj;  by      ...      103,399 

Betts,  Judge,  refusal  of,  to  hear  the  charjj^es 

brought  by  Mrs.   Cromwell   against 

Captain  Mackenzie    ...  297 

Bidlack,  Benjamin  A.,  of  Pennsylvania,    31,  37 

48,56,81,82,  102,  113,  128,  151,  156 

158,  159,  176,  190,  191,  323 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  128 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,  190 

191 
Birdseye,  Victory,  of  New  York,      38,  194,  310 

373,  394 
Black,  Edward  J.,  of  Georgia,    44,  55,  72,  150 

161,  174,  183,  232,  236 
Blair,  Bernard,  of  New  York  -  -      31 ,  303 

Boyd,  Lynn,  of  Kentucky,       31,  106,  227,  236 

337,  359 

Botts,  John  M,  of  Virginia,    31,  43,  46,  47,  48 

135,  146,  158,  159,-  184,  189,  196,  260 

280,291,  302,  303,  319,  340,  361,  387 

395,  399 
his  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 

President  of  the  United  States,      144,  145 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to   refund 

General  Jackson's  fine  -      195,217 

Boardman,  William  W.,  of  Connecticut,    31,  61 

81,  131,   216,  240,  247,  283,  340,  360 

361,  367,  395 


Boardman,  William  W.,  of  Connecticut- 
resolutions  by     .  .  -59,83,830 
Bowne,  Samuel  S.,  of  New  York,  31,  48,  52,  M 
57,  68,  85,  113,  114,  247,  282,  3t)6 
resolutions  by     -           -  -       57,  107 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law          -           -  -  .   114, 126 
Borden,  Nathaniel  B.,  of  Massachusetts  -    31 
Brewster,  David  P.,  of  New  York.    31,  75,  194 

217,  222,  298 

remarks  on  the  steamboat  bill  -  -  399 

British  treaty.    (See  England.) 

Briggs,  George  N.,  of  Massachusetts,    31,  39,  49 

62,  72,  132,  158,  162,  167, 168, 176,- 188 

183,  186,  189,  194,  222,  233,  235,  236 

237,  241,  256,  265,  266,  271,  286,  299 

296,  310,  328,  337,  338,  350,  369,  367 

370,  373,  386,  394,  395 

resolutions  by,         38,  134,  172,  337,  394 

Brockway,  John  H..  of  Connecticut     -       31 ,  303 

Bronsop,  David,  of  Maine,     31.  53,  67,  89,  159 

207,  228,  248,  271,  289,  325,  344,  345 

361,367 
resolution  by       -  -  -  -    54 

Branch  mints,  bill  amendatory  of  the  acts  es- 
tablishing       -  -  -     298,339 
Brown,  Miltbn,  of  Tennessee  -          -  -138 
remarks  on  the  biU  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law          .          -          -  -  107 
Brown,  Aaron  V.,  of  Tennessee,      106,  2*28,  290 

329,  352,  359,  370,  385,  394 

Brown,  Jeremiah,  of  Pennsylvania     -  -    31 

Brown,  Charles,  of  Pennsylvania,       31,  42,  79 

174,  185,  222,  m,  260,  265,  278,  290 

360,  367,  373,  375 
resolution  Sy      -  -  -  -  278 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 

rupt  act  -  -  -         68, 78 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill  269 
remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts  from 
office    ....     309,310 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  coast  sur. 

vey      .  -  -  -  -361 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 

the  Speaker    -  -         397,  398,  399 

Butler,  William,  of  South  Carolina  •        31,967 

Butler,  William  O.,  of  Kentucky,      31,  66,  132 

150,  176,  240,  247,  290,  298,  303,  386 

resolution  by      -  .  -  .  383 

Burke,  Edmund,  of  New  Hampshire,       31,  113 

159.  163,  166,  276,  297,  310,  366.  397 

Bomell,  Barker,  of  Massachusetts    31 ,  38,  60,  76 

86,  131,  189,  215, 261, 367,  373 
resolutions  by    '  -  .  -     219,  297 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill       -  -  -  .  -76 

Buoys,  spindles,  and  fog-bells,  bill  authorizmg 

the  placing  of  ^  .  .  997 

C. 

Calhoun,  Wm.  B.,  of  Mass.,  31, 128, 146,  173,  176 

277,  997,  303,  360,  394,  396 
resolutions  by      -  -  -    106,  196 

Cary,G€orgeB.,  ofVa.  31,  44,  167,  196 

Caldwell,  Patrick  C,  of  South  Carolina     31,  296 
Caldwell,  Green  W.,  of  North  Carolina  40 

Casey,  Zadok,  of  Illinois  31,  65,  143,  159 

228,  240,  271,  360 

Caruihers,  Robert  L.,  of  Tenn.         44,  386,  394 

Campbell,  John,  of  South  Carolina       44,  69,  86 

90,  96.  121, 183,  235,  283,  292,  298,  330 

337,  339,  340,  343,  344,  350,  359,  386 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,    138 

Campbell,  Wm.  B.,  of  Tenn.      44,  83,  183,  291 

308,  340,  345 
Qampbell,  Thomas  J^  of  Tenn.         •       75,  969 
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31,  177, 


154, 
38, 


Ctosas,  Sixth,  resolation  for  ihe  distrfbdion  of 

the  Compendiara  of   •' 
Cedar  Key,  Florida,  bill  to  establish  a  town  at. 
Chapman,  Reaben,  of  Ala.,       31 ,  146,  233, 

283,  32R,  338,  367, 
Chaplain,  election  of    - 
Cherokees,  resolation  to  pay  the  awards  of  the 
comnussioneis  under  the  17th  article 
of  the  treaty  with 
Chraapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  resolution  for  the 
transfer  of  the  slock  of  the  United 
States  in  -  -  -     298, 

China,  bill  to  provide  means  for  the  future  in- 
tercoarse  with  -  -     195, 

Chittenden,  Thos.  C,  of  New  York,  31,  240, 
Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico,  bill  al- 
lowing drawback  on  goods  exported 
10        -  -         '- 

Childs,  Timothy,  of  New  York  31,  183, 

Chocchuma  and  Columbus,  Miss.,  bill  to  legal- 
ize the  sale  of  certain  lands  at 
Clifibrd,  Nathan,  of  Maine   -    31,  162,  167, 

246,  247, 

resolutions  bv     -  ,  -  - 

Clark,  John  C,  of  New  York,  31, 81, 101, 103, 

247,290,311,3^,325,386, 
resolution  by      « 
Clarke,  Staley  N.,  of  Vew  York 
Clinton,  James  G.,  of  New  York 
Claims,  Committee  on  - 

report  ftrom 
Claims,  joint  rule  in  relation  to 
Coles,  Walter,  of  Va.  - 
Columbia,  District  of,  proceedings  on  the  busi- 
ness of  -  -  -      266, 
bill  to  require  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
circuit  court  of, -to  reside  in  Alexan 
dria     -          -           - 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  in- 
sane asylum  in           -         266,  270, 
bill  providing  for  the  more  speedy  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in       - 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in, 
bill  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the 
Potomac  bridge          -        .  -     270, 
bill  respecting  suits  at  law  in    - 
bill  to  recharter  the  banks  in     - 
bill  to  amend  the  laws  regulating  im- 
prisonment for  debt  in           -      366, 
jomt   resolution   to   recharter   certain 
banks  in          -           -           -  - 
Colored  seamen,  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  in  relation  to        -      183, 
Coast  survey     -     57,  60,  264,  351,  359,  363, 
Commerce,  Committee  on       - 

reports  from       -  -  -      183, 

Committees,  standing,  viz: 

of  Elections        -  .  -  - 

of  Ways  and  Means  ... 
of  Claims  -  «  -  - 

on  Commerce     - 

on  Public  Lands  ... 

on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
for  the  District  of  Columbia     -      *    - 
on  the  Judiciary  .  .  - 

on  Revolutionary  Claims . 
on  Public  Expenditures 
on  Private  Land  Claims 
on  Manufactures  .  -  - 

on  Agriculture  •-  -  -  - 

on  Indian  Affairs  -  -  - 

on  MililanjT  Affairs  ... 
on  the  Militia  .... 
on  Naval  Affairs  ... 

on  Foreign  Affairs  ... 
on  the  Territories  ... 

on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
on  Invalid  Pensions       .  .  - 

on  Roads  and  Canals     •  -  - 

on  Patents  .  .  -  - 

on  Public  Bnildings  and  Grounds 
on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business     - 
on  Accounts       .  -  -  - 

on  Mileage         .  -  .  - 

on  Expenditures  in  the  State  Department, 
on  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment        -  •     .      - 
on  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department, 
on  Expenditures  in  theNavyDeparimenf, 
on  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment        -           .  .  - 
on  Expenditures  in  the  Public  Build- 
ings -              .          «           -  - 
Joint,  of  the  Library  on  the  part   of 
the  House       -          -          -         - 
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Committees,  select,  viz; 

on  the  national  foundry  -  -    42 

on  the  national  printing  office    -  -    42 

Comet  and  Encomium,  bill  for  the  relief  of 
claimants  to  indemnity  for  loss  of 
slaves  on  board  of      >  -      157,  276 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  bill  to  fix 

the  compensation  of   -  -  -  247 

Coins,  foreign,  gold  and  silver,  bill  regulating 

the  currency  of  -  -      366,384 

Contested  elections,  bill  to  regulate  the  taking 

of  testimony  in  cases  of    -    121,24^344 

Congressional  printing  office,  bill  to  establish  -  201 

Connecticut,    district  of,  bill  to   change  the 

times  of  holding  the  United   States 

courts  for         -  -  -      266,  283 

Cooper,James,  ofPa.,  31,  83,  95,  121,  230,  231 

329,  386,  396 

resolutions  by     -  -  -       88,  128 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 

the  Speaker    -  -  -  -  398 

Cooper,  Mark  A.,  of  Ga.,  31,  144,  146,  169,  248 

290,  343,  345 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -  160 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  250 

Cowen,  Benjamins.,  of  Ohio,  31,  71,  81,  85,  113 

130,  166,  183,  207,  216,  240,  241 

246,  247,  290,  308,  337,  366,  384 

Cranston,  Robert  B..  of  Rhode  Island,  31, 194,  217 

Cross,  Edward,  of  Ark.,     38,  83,  121,  132,  143 

160,  173,  194,  217,  224,  228,  271,  303 

367 
Crawford,  Geo.  W.,  of  Ga.       -  -     230,  265 

Cumberland  road,  bill  for  the  completion  of, 

east  of  the  Ohio    .    -  -  -  367 

Cushing,  Caleb,  of  Mass.,  31,  38,  42,  43,  44,  48 
49,  52,  56,  59,  61,  68,  71,  72,  81,  86 
102,  103,  115,  116,  124,  134,  135,  143 
146,  152,  155,  158,  160,  168,  169,  174 
176,  184,  189,  192,  195,  196,  201,  205 
214,  216,  223,  224,  231,  235,  236,  240 
241,  254,  271,  276,  278,  285,  286,  291 
329,  338,  344,  360,  368,  370,  397,  399 

400 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -       87,  178 
remarks  on  the  resolution  to  refund  Gen. 

Jackson's  fine  ...  122 

remarks  on  the  British  treaty,  176,  177,  180  v 

369 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer  •  197 

remarks  on  the  treasury-note  bill  -  319 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 

the  Speaker     ....  399 

D. 

Davis,  Richard  D.,  of  New  York,        31 ,  324,  373 

Daniel,  John  R.  J.,  of  North  Carolina,  31 ,  240,  328 

Dkv'iS,  Garrett,  of  Kentucky,       31,  103,  160,  176 

180,  182,  196,  205,  242,  24^7,  271,  289 

328,  344,  345,  395,  396 
resolutions  by     -  -  -       83,  230 

Dawson,  John  B.,  of  Louisiana,         31 ,  218, ' 268 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  tbe  bank- 
rupt act  -  .  -  -     86 
Dahlonega,  Georgia,  branch  mint  at,         298,  339 
Detroit,  bill  in  relation  to  certain  property  of 

the  United  States  in  -  -  283 

Deberry,  Edmund,  of  North  Carolina,  31,  169,  172 

173,  176,  367 
Dean,  Ezra, of  Ohio,  .  31,  236,  240 

Disbursing  officers,  bill  to  bring  into  the  treas- 
ury moneys  received  by,  before  they 
can  be  disbursed         -        264,  317,  320 
District  of  Columbia,  Committee  for  the        •     41 
bill  regulating  the  fees  of  the  officers  of 

the  courts  in  -  -  *  218 

bills  in  relation  to.    (.see  Columbia.) 

Doan,  William,  of  Ohio  -  -  -  297 

Dodge,  Henry,  of  Wisconsin,  Delegate,     100,  102 

106,  113,  130,  134,  159,  160,  166,  207 

232,  237,  256,  276,  296,  311,  359,  366 

resolution  by      -  -  -  •  264 

Dodge,  A.  C,  of  Iowa,  Delegate,       44,  100,  121 

166,  225,  228,  230,  233,  235,  236,  241 

344,  345 
resolution  by       -  -  -  -  121 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of 
Iowa  militia    ....  228 
Doty,  James  J.,  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  com- 
munication from        ...  160 
Duelling  in  the  navy,    (see  Navy.). 

E. 
Eastman,  Ira  A.,  of  New  Hampshire,  31,  65,  106 
Edwards,  John,  of  Pennsylvania         -  •    31 


Edwards,  John  C,  of  Missouri,  31,  38.  85,  89 
102,  143,  154,  159,  188,  261,  268,  297 

3-29,  330,  340,  343,  353 
Egbert,JosephB.,  of  New  York         -  -    31 

Elections,  Committee  of  -  •  -    41 

report  from     ...  -  195 

Elections,  contested,  (see  Contested  elections.) 
Electro  magnetic  telegraph,  bill  to  authorize  a 
series  of  experiments  to  test  the  mer- 
its of    -  -  -  -     333,  329 
England,  treaty  with,  bill  tobarry  it  into  effisct,  176 

Everett,  Horace,  of  Vermont,  31,  32,  39,  43,  44 
49,  65,  12,  86,  90,  95,  100,  114,  121 
124,  129,  130,  1355  143,  144,  146,  152 
155,  158,  159,  166,  168,  172,  176,  216 
222,  223,  225,  264,  266,  268,  286,  309 
310,  323,  325,  345,  350,  352,  367,  369 

374 
resolution  by       -  -  -  -    59 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -  -    65 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  British  treaty       .          -           .  369 
Exchequer,  plan  of,  reports  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Wavs  and  Means  upon         •  134 
debate  on,  1^,  150, 190,  197,  201,  207,  213 
Extra  allowances  to  public  officers,  bill  to  pro* 

hibit 184 

Executions  in  public,  bill  to  abolish      -  -  240 

Expenditures  m  the  Slate  Department,  Com-     ~ 
mittee  on         -  -  -  -    41 

in  the  Treasury  Department,  Commit- 
tee on  -  -  -  -  -    41 
in  the  War  Department,  Committee  on    41 
in  the  Navy  Department,  Committee  on    41 
in  the  Post  Office  Department,  Commit- 
tee on  .           .           .           •           •    41 
on  the  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
Committee   on          -          -  -    41 
F. 
Fessenden.  William  P.,  of  Maine,  31,  85,  90,  96 
131,  132,  159,  179,  180»  248,  260,265 

303,  340,  375 
resolation  by       -  -  -  -  163 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  -  -    99 
Ferris,  Charles  G.,  of  New   York,  31,   86,  96 

376 
Fillmore,  Millard,  of  New  York,  31,  40,  42,  44 
49,  52,  55,  59,  75,  78,  81,  89,  102,  128 
130,  131,  132,  134,  135,  143,  155,  157 
166,  169,  172,  173,  174,  177,  178,  182 
183,  188,  189,  190,  194,  196,  211,213 
217,  223,  2-24,  230,  237,  240,  241,  242 
246,  248,  251,  253,  256,  260,  264,  268 
269,  278,  279,  280,  284,  289,  290,  S92 
298,  302,  308,  317,  318,  319,  320,  323 
3-25,  329,  330,  337,  338,  339,  340,  343 
344,  345,  349,  350,  352,  360,  361,  367 
368,  373,  374,  375,  384,  385,  386,  387 

394,  395,  396,  399 
resolutions  by    -  102,  150,  159,  337 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill       -  ...  .         55j  67 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,    135 

136,  213 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  258 

remarks  on  the  stale  of  the  treasury,  279 

280 

Floyd,  Charles  A.  J,  of  New  York    -       31 ,  276 

Floyd,  John  G.,  of  New  York  -  31 ,  43,  387 

Florida,  contested  election  in    •  -         49,53 

bill  to  protect  the  live  oak  in      -     386,  399 

bill  makihg  appropriations  for  public 

buildings  in     ....  311 
bill   for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabit- 
ants of           ....  367 
resolution  of  Mr.  Giddings  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  for  the  armed  occupa- 
tion of 176 

bill  making  appropriations  for  a  libra- 
ry for  -  -  -  .     177,  241 
bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 

militia  of        -  -  -     241,  242 

bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 

roads  and  highways  in  -  -  311 

bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
alawagentin-  -  .  .367 

Foreign  Affairs,  Committee  on  -  -    41 

reports  from       ...     195,  297 
Foreign  moneys,  bill  to  fix  the  value  of,  in  ac- 
count and  computation  at  the  custom- 
houses -  ...  384 


9^ 


INDB^  TO  Tttfi 


■MM 


rthMta 


MMi 


HHM* 


i*^ 


Foster,  T.  F^  of  Georgia         -  -  -  320 

Foster,  A.  Lawrence,  of  New  York    -  -    31 

Fornance,  (Joseph,  of  PenDsylvaoia,      31,  86,  128 

195,  241,  376 
Forti&catioD appropriation  bill.  (See  Appropri- 

lions.) 
Franking  privilege,  bill  to  extend  it  to  the  chief 

clerk  in  ihe  Department  of  State,  176,  182 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  memorials  in 

relation  to       -  -  -  -    59 

bill  to  provide  indemnity  for,    331, 935,  241 

G. 

Gates,  Setfa  M.,  of  New  York  -  •  -    86 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -    86 

Gamble,  Roger  L.,  of  Ga.        -  •         31,  62 

.   renuirks  on  the  death  of  i/Lr.  Uaber- 

sbam    -  -  -  -  •62 

€kig,  or  one-hoar  rnle  -  -  -  -    40 

Gentry,  Meredith  P.,  of  Tennessee,    86,  195,  240 

271,  359 
General  appropriation  bill.    (See  Appropria- 
tions.) 
Gerry,  James,  of  Penn.  -  -  -    31 

Gilmer,  Thomas  W.,  of  Va.    -    31,  61,  77,  106 
128,  131,  173,  184,  216,  243,  248,  253 
285,  290,  291,  323,  361,  386,  387 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill       -  ...        55,  56 

Giddings,Ja«huan.,ofObio,3l,  70,  85,  96,  103 
1U3,  154,  161,  166,  176,  183,  184,  207 
214,216,  217,  241,  270,  276,  277,  282 

3S4 

Gordon,8amael,of  NewYork,  31,  118,  177,  183 

217,  241,  248,  253,  265,  297,  323,  351 

374,  375,  395 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -         65,  124,  126 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  249 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  the  means 
for  intercourse  with  China     •     323,324 
Gordon's  Digest,  Mr.Ingersoll's  motion  to  sub- 
scribe for  copies  of     -  -  -46 
resolution  to  subscribe  for         -           -  131 
Goggin,  Wm.L.,of  Va.,38,  176,  184,  329,  342 
Goode,  Patrick  G.,  of  Ohio       -           -       31 ,  303 
Goodc,  William  O ,  of  Va.      -           -       40,  242 
Granger,  Francis,  of  New  York,  31,  48,  145,  168 
169,  183,  185,  216,  224,  231,  232,  235 

266,  338 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,    137 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  debt  of  the 

State  of  Mississippi    -  -     271 ,  284 

Graham,  James,  of  North  Carolina,  121 ,  155,  173 

233,  311,  330,  340,  399 

resolutions  by      -  -        121,  184,  302 

Green,  Willis,  of  Ky.    -  -  -       31,  166 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  166 

Greensburg  district.  La.,  bill  in  relation  to  lands 

sold  at  -  -  -         .  -  -  310 

Gustine,  Amos,  of  Pa.  -  -         31,  131,  317 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -  317 

Gwin,  Wm.  M.,  of  Miss ,   59,  77,  242,  270,  274 
290,  291,  317,  344,  349,  374,  394,  400 
resolutions  by     -  -  -       65,  172 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son's fine         -  -  -  -  122 
remarks  in  replv  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the 
subject  of  the  debt  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi           -        270,  271,  273,  274,  283 
bill  introduced  as  a  snbistitute  for  bill 
No.  548           -           -        278,  284,  291 
H. 
Halsted,Wm.,  of  New  Jersey,    31,  53,  113,  195 

242,  311,  344 
Harris,  Wm.  A.,ofVa.  -    31,  38,  83,  265 

Hays,  Samuel  L.,  of  Va.         -  -  -    31 

Hastings,  Jehn,  of  Ohio,  31,  264,  276,  286,  302 

359 
HaH,  Hiland,  of  Vt.     -  -  -       31 ,  339 

Habersham,  Richard  W  ,  of  Ga.,  death  of,  and 

tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  -    62 
H&ssler,  F.  R.,  letters  from,  on  the  subject  of 

the  coast  survey  -  -       77,  351 

Harbors,  bill  making  appropriations  for.  (See 

Appropriations.) 
Hemp,  American,  water-rotted,  joint  resolution 

in  relation  to   -  -  -     176,  276 

Henry,  Thomas,  of  Pa.  -         31 ,  130,  242 

Houck,  Jacob,  of  New  York    -  -  -    31 

Hopkins,  George  W.,  of  Va.,   31,38,  53,  68,  71 

72,    89,   96,    101,    121,    130,    166,  167 

183,  213,  231,  243,  246,  247,  254,  256 

264,  265,  276,  289,  338,  359,  368,  373 

886 
resolution  by      -  •  -  -  157 


i\ 


Holmes,  Isaac  E  ,  of  South  Carolina,    31,  43,  44 
82,   150,    155,    158,  159,  184,  196,  224 
251,  278,  285,  320,  340,  361,  374 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 

bill 58 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  256 

remarks  on  bill  No.  548  -  -  285 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  the  means 

for  future  intercourNC  with  China     -  325 

Poward,  Jacob,  of  Michigan    -    40,  85,  86,  146 

167,  228,  237,  240,  265,  271,  283,  303 

340,  367,  384 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  159 

Houston,  George  S.,  of  Alabama,  38,  89,  253,  323 

359 

Hoyt,  Jesse,  accounts  of  -  -  -  283 

memorial  from   -  -  -  -  251 

Horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  service 

of  the  United  States,  bill  to  provide 

pavment  for    -  -  -  -  183 

Hudson,  Charles,  of  Massachusetts     -         31, 163 

Hunt,  Hiram  P.,  of  New  York,'    31,  102, 150,  253 

278,291,330,340,345 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -  131 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to 

General  Jackson's  fine  -       160, 177 

Hubard,  Edmund  W.,  of  Virginia,      31,  56,  134 

159,247,317 

resolution  by       -  -  -  -  159 

Hunter,  Robert M.  T.,  of  Virginia    ,-         3l,3i;i 

Illinois,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  refund  General  Jack- 
son'^fine  -  -  -  -  143 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  tar- 
iff, lates  of  postage,  and  internal  im- 
provements    ....  3g4 
Impeachment,  Mr.  Botts's  notice  of  the  charges 
he  should  bring  against  the  President 
of  the  United  States    -           -           -134 
anicles   of,    preferred    by    Mr.    Botts 
against  the  President  of  the  United 
States  -           -           .           -       144,  145 
Indiana,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  o^on 
the  subject  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal   -           -          -           -  -  246 
resolutions  of  the  same,  on  the  subject 

of  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage  240 
resolutions  of  the  same,  on  the  sumect  of 
the  claims  of  the  soldiers  of  the  old 
Indian  wars    -  -  -  -  176 

Indian  Affairs,  Committee  on  -  -  -    41 

Indian   appropriation   bill.    (See  Appropria- 
tions.) 
Invalid  Pensions,  Committee  on  -  -    41 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 
continue  in  force  the  several  acts  for 
the  relief  of     -  -  -  -  157 

International  copyright  -  -  -    54 

Ingersoll,  Charles  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,    31,  43,  44 
46,  48,  49,  53,  57,  72.  75,  76,  96,  106 
114,  123,  129,  .131,  132,  177,  182,  195 
218,  227,  240,  24«,  317,  320,  329,  350 
360,  361,  367,  374,  399,  400 
resolution  by       -  -  -  -  329 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 

bill       -  -  -  -  57,76 

remarks  on  his  amendment  providing 

for  a  commercial  agent  -  -    77 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  refund  General 

Jackson's  fine  -  -       130, 131 

remarks  on  the  plan  of  an  exchequer   -  215 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 

the  Speaker     -  -  -  -  898 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.,  of  Pennsylvania,    31 ,  39,  59 

60,  85,  102,  163,  166,  183,  184,  189,  222 

223,  224,  225,  260,  264,  265,  269,  270 

276,  296,  298,  340,  360,  361,  367,  375 

384,  385,  394,  399,  400 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer  -  137 
Iowa,  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
roads,  and  the  survey  of  certain  canal 
routes  in  the  Territory  of,      233, 236,  3U 
bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  of- 
fice in  -  -  -  -  -  241 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  on  the 
subject  of  mail-routes             -           -317 
Irwin,  William  W.,  of  Pennsylvania,      31,  38,  44 

140, 155,  163,  232,  292,  303,  339 

resolutions  by     -  -  44,  78,  121 

Irvin,  James,  of  Pennsylvania  -  -    86 

J. 
Jack,  William,  of  Pennsylvania  -        31,282 

James,  Francis,  of  Pennsylvania       •  •   31 


Jackson,   General   Andrew,  proceedings  in 

relation  to  his  fine      •  -  44,95 

resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  refaod  the  fine  Im- 
posed on  him  -  -  -  -    86 

resolutions  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina on  the  same  subject         -        95, 102 

resolutions  of  the  State  of  Illinois  on  the 
same  subject   -  -.  -  -  143 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode 
Island  on  the  same  subject      -  -  194 

report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
diciary  on  the  same  subject   -  -  .228 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine 
on  the  same  subject    -  .  .  230 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Michi- 
gan on  the  same  subject         -  -  371 

Mr.  Bowne's •resolution  instructing  the 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  refund 
the  fine,    107,  113, 123,  128, 131, 150, 160 
177, 184, 195, 217,  268,  317, 400 
Jones,  John  W.,  of  Virginia     -  -  31,56 

Jones,  Isaac  D.,  of  Maryland,  44, 216, 243, 254, 319 
Jones,  Commodore  Thomas  Ap.  Catesby,  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  his  capture  oi 
Monterey  ....  Ig^ 
Johnson,  Cave,  of  Tennessee,  38,  42,  44,  46,  49 
68,  71,  72,  85,  89,  95,  128,  131,  150 
162,  163,  167,  174,  176,  183,  184,  194 
195,  207,  214,  216,  218,  224,  225,  228 

231,  232,  235,  236,  237,  240,  211,  242 
246,248,  253,  261,  265,  266,  270,  378 

232,  283,  289,  291,  303,  323,  329,  330 
338,  339,  340,  349,  359,  360,  361,  367 
368,  370,  374,  385,  3^6,  387,  399,  400 

resolutions  by,      207,  240,  337,  352,  394 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  248 

249 

Johnson,  Wm.  Cost,  of  Maryland,    31 ,  37, 40,  43 

48,  95,  134,  135,  152,  164, 213, 237,  233 

264,  265,  266,  282,  302,  338,  339,  384 

38sr 

Judiciary,  Committee  on         -  -  -    41 

report  from         ....  328 

K. 

Keim,  George  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,    31,  70,  307 

216,  242,  246,  337,  373 
Kennedy,  John  P.,  of  Maryland,    31,  53,  75,  90 
102,  143,  150,  167,  183,  194,  207,  331 
232,  241,  247,  253,  254,  256,  365,  275 
283,  289,  297,  298,  308,  317,  337,  340 
352,  360,  361,  366,  384,  400 
resolutions  by     -  -  95,143,219 

Kennedy,  Andrew,  of  Indiana  -       91,397 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  .  .91 
Kentucky,  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  bill 

in  relation  to  -  •  -  -    59 

bill  to  divide  the  State  of,  into  two  ju- 
dicial districts  ...  132 
Kendall,  Amos,  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  asking  Congress  to  re- 
.  lieve  him  from  his  personal  liabili- 
ties for  official  acts     -  -     322,  830 
petition  from  snhdry  citizens  of  Mary- 
land to  the  same  effect  -  -  383 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine 

on  the  same  subject    -  -     3i^,  373 

bill  to  indemnify  him     ...  34$ 
Key  West,  bill  making  8()>propriations  for  a 

marine  hospital  at      -  -     333,  311 

King,  Thomas  Butler,  of  Ga.,  70,  89,  90,  150, 169 

190,  249,  259,  260,  261,  338,  360,  361 

373,  374,  395 
resolution  by  ...    89 

L. 
Lane,  Henry  S.,  of  Indiana    -  -       44,  240 

Lafayette,  Louisiana,  bill  to  establish  a  port  of 

delivenr  at       -  -  -  -  367 

Lewis,  Dixon  u.,  of  Alabama  -  -    59 

Levy,  David,  of  Florida,  Delegate,  38,  53, 83,  150 

161,  183,  232,  233,  241,  242,  260,274 

340,  400 

resolutions  by     ...      102,  160 

Light-houses,  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of,  397 

Linn,  Archibald  L.,  of  New  York,  31,  85,   183 

268    339    394 
Littlefield,  Nathaniel  S.,  of  Maine,  31 1  230,'  282 

302,  366,  373 
Library,  Joint  Committee  on     -  -  41 

Lowell,  Joshua  A.,  of  Maine,  31,  59,  65,  85,  106 

162,  163,  188,  216,  227,  253,  289,  296 

328,  359,  394 
resolution  by      -  .  .  -  10€ 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


xm 


Loan,  United  States,  coxnmaQication  from  the 
Beeretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation 

to 157 

M. 

M»llory,  Fcai]iCi&  of  VirgiDia,  31,  56,  57.  60,  76 


174,  183,  224,  225,  251,  ^,  260,  264 

.277,  282,  286,  303,  323,  340,  344,  350 

361,  360,  367,  373,  374,  375,  400 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  183 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  coast  sur- 

%vf       "  -  56,  57,  60,  76,  77 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 

.      bill 57,  58 

Maine,  biU  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the 

IJnlted,  States  courts  in  -  -    96 

resolutioQs  of  the  Legislature  of,  on  the 

subject  of  General  Jackson's  fine       -  230 
resolutions  of  the  same  on  the  subject  of 

the  bankruDi  act,  &c.  r  -  -  246 

resolutions  of  ihe  Let^islature  of,  in  fa- 
vor of  Amos  Keodall  -  -    368,373 
Mail  lOQtes,  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of 

.  private  ejq[>re88es.on  -  -  -  276 

Manufactures,  Committee  on  -  -  -    41 

Marshall,  Alfred;  of  Maine,  31,  62,  85,  212,  240 

256,  349,  359 
Marshall,  Thomas  F.,  of  Kentucky,  44,  107,  146 

168,  180,  198,  400 
remarks  on  the  pkin  of  the  exchequer  138 

204 
BAarchand,  Albert  6 ,  of  Pennsylvania       31 ,  121 
Blarine  hospitals  on  the  Western  waters,  Mr. 
IrWiii's  notice  of  a  bill  making  appro* 
priatioQsfor    -  -  -  -    38 

bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  providing  for       -  -  367 

Massachusetts,  bill  to  refund  the  balance  due 
to  the  State  of,  for  disbursements  du- 
ring the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  241 
Mason,  John  T.,  of  Maryland,  31,  113,  174,  282 

338 
remarks  on  the  de&th  of  the  Hon.  James 
W.WillUms-  -  -  -    32 

Mason,  Samson,  of  Ohio,  31,  113,  159,  194,  230 

241,  290,  319,  323,  387 
Blathiott  Joshua,  of  Ohio,  31,  38,  102,  113,  146 

178,  291,  317 
Mathews,  James,  of  Ohio  ,    -     .      -  -    31 

MaUocks,  John,  of  Vermont     -  -  -31 

Maxwell,  John  P.  B  ,  of  New  Jersey  •     31 ,  338 
Mayxiard,  John,  of  New  York  -  40,  102,  329 

McKay,  James  J.,  of  North  Carolina,  31, 159,  169 

173,  291,  361 

McClellan,  Robert,  of  New  York,  31, 217, 242,  251 

258,  265,  266,  310,  337,  342,  350,  386 

resolution  by      ...  -  176 

McClellan,  Abraham,  of  Tennessee    -  -    31 

McB^eOn,  John,  ofNew  York,  31,  38,  52,  77,  83 

131,  183,  212,  243,  251,  260,  282,  298 

308,  325,  376,  397 
resolutions  by     -  -         96,  308,  339 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  -     126,  155 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  British  treaty       -          -  -  366 
McKennan,  Thomas  M.T.,  of  Penn.,  31, 40, 43,  78 
174,  177,  182,  216,  219,  2^,  236,  241 
248,  254,  271.  290,  291,  292,  328,  367 
-^                    370,  373,  374 
resolution  by      -          -          -  -   88 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  bill  to  authorize  the  ex- 
amination and  survey  of  the  harbor 
of         -           -           -        219,  329,  330 
Members  of  Congress  and  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, bill  to  reduce  the  pay  and 
mileage  and  compensations  o£    (See 
Retrenchment.)  * 
Message,  annual,  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States        -          -          -    _     •    38 
debate  on  the  reference  of         -  -    42 
MedUl,  William,  of  Ohio,  31,' 59,  168,  182,  207 

228,  237,  268,  291,  344,  345 

Meriwether,Ja8.A.,of  Oa.,40,  57,  78,  101,  114 

115,  172,  173,  174,  232,  236,  241,  242 

266,  258,  260,  261,  281,  290,  317,  323 

326,  337,  339,  345,  361,  370,  373,  394 

395,  399 

,  resolutions  ly     -  -  57,  79,  102,  182 

remarksion  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 

Tuptlaw  -  -  -     115,  116 

Mitchell.  Anderson,  of  North  Carolina  -    31 

Miller,  John,  of  Missouri        -  -  .31 

Military  Affairs,  Committee  on  -  41 

veaortftom        ..         •  -  .  231 

Militia  I  uommittM  on  -         -         •         *   41 


Mileage,  Committee  on  -  -  -    41 

Missouri,  biU  defining  the  boundary  line  of    -  102 
bill  to  continue  iix  force  the  act  for  the 
final  adjastment  of  claims  to  lands  in,  366 
Missouri,  liouisiana,  and  Arkansas,  bill  to  re- 
vive the  act  to  enable  claimants  to 
lands  in,  to  institute  suits  10  try  the 
validity  of  iheir  claims,      176,  366,  386 
Military  districts,  bill  to  divide  the  united 

States  into  two  -       297,  343,  396 

Military  posts,  bill  to  establish  two  additional  -  1 13 
Mineral  lands  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  pro* 

vide  for  disposing  of  -  -     157,  228 

Michigan,  bill  to  privide  payment  for  certain 

companies  of  the  militia  of    -     231 ,  241 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  asking 
Congress  to  refund  Gen.  Jackson's 

fine 271 

bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 

on  the  western  shores  of  Lake,    311 ,  396 
bill  appropriating  certain  alternate  sec- 
tions of  land  for  improvements  in,  366, 373 
Mississippi,  bill  in  relation  to  the  two  per  cent. 

fund  of  -  -      '     -  -  367 

Morgan,  Christopher,  of  New  York    -  31,  49,  53 

86,  237,  375 

r&solution  by      -  -  -  -  106 

Morris,  Calvary,  of  Ohio         -  31,  128,  241,  297 

Morrow,  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio     •  31,  240,  265,  367 

Moore,  John,  of  La.,  40,  96,  161,  167,  176,  185 

217,  227,  228,  242,  246,  265,  276,  277 

285,  286,  287,  290,  292,  297,  308,  338 

367,  386 
Monterey,  Mr.  Adams's  resolution  in  relation 

to  the  capture  of         -        232,  235,  330 
N. 
Naval  Afiairs,  Committee  on    -  -  -    41 

report  from        ....  231 
Naval  appropriation  bill.     (See  Appropria- 
tions.) 
Navy  Department,  communications  from,    52,  54 
19,    157,   160,  190,  218,  233,  251,  310 

330,  342,  368 
Navy,  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  abolishing  duelling  in  the        -  121 
code  for  the  government  of  the  -  -  386 

National  foundry,  select  committee  on  -    42 

report  from        -  -  -  -  339 

bill  to  establish   -  -  -  -  339 

National  printing  office,  select  committee  on  -    42 
Newhard,  Peter,  of  Penn.        -         31,  183,  242 
New  'Hampshire,  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  in  favor  of  restricting  the 
franking  privile^      -  -  -  159 

New  Madrid  locauons,  biU  to  perfect  the  titles 

to  lands  held  under     -  •     266,  359 

New  Jersev.  district  of,  bill  to  alter  the  times 
ot  holding  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  for        -  -  -  -266 

New  York  custom-house,  bill  to  reduce  the 

compensation  of  the  officers  of         -  271 
North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of,  on  the  subject  of  United  States 
arsenals  -  -  -  -  176 

bill  making  appropriations  for  a  marine 
hosmtalin       -  -        243,  298,  339 

Norristown  Railroad  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  219 

O. 
Oliver,  Wm.  M.,  of  New  York    -    184,  289,  395 
Officers  of  the  Government  and  members  of 
Congress,  bill  to  reduce  the  compen- 
sations of.    (See  Retrenchment  bill.) 
Ocracoke,  North  Carolina,  marine  hospital  at,  243 

298,  339 
Ohio,  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  the 

northern  boundary  of-  -  -366 

Ohio  and  Michigan,  lands  in,  cedel  bv  the  Wy- 
andoit  Indians,  bill  to  proviae  for  the 
sale  of  -  .  -  .  -367 

Oregon  Territory,  bills  for  the  occupation  and 

settlement  of  •  -        264,  266,  271 

report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs on  -  •  -  -  d96 
Osbom,  Thomas  B.,  of  Conn.,   31,  150,  240,  361 
Owsley,  Bryan  Y.,  of  Kentucky         -      31,  271 

P. 
Parmenter,Wia,ofMas8.,31,54,  132,  158,  241 
Partridge!  Samuel,  of  New  York      -  -    31 

Payne,  Wm.  W.,  of  Alabama,  38,  49,  216,  322 

323,  361,  366,  384,  399 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
.   rupt  law  -  -  -  -    67 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  refund  Gen. 
Jackson's  pne  -  -  -  217 

Patents,  Committee  on  -  -         -   41  | 


Patents,  Commissioner  of,  annual  report  fh>m,  233 

Patent  Office,  bill  to  extend  it  to  9th  street  -  366 

Pendleton,  Nathaniel  6.,  of  Ohio   -    31,96,  113 

*146,  159,  166,  182,  195,  205,  217,  224 

231,  242,  266,  287,  289,  290,  297,  329 

367 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  an  exchequer,  207 
Pearce,  James  A.,  of  Md.,      38,  228,  242,  256 
Peel,  Sir  Robert,  extract  from  his  sneech  on 
the  construction  of  the  Webster  and 
Asbb^urton  treaty       -  -  -^338 

Pension  appropriation  bills.    (See  Appropria- 
tions.) 
Pensions,  Commissioner  of,  bill  to  continue  the 

.      office  of  -  -  -     103,  128 

Pension  agents,  bill  making  compensations  to,  128 
Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  reso- 
lution in  relation  to     -  -        59,  61 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  bill  for  repaving  -  266 
Pea  Patch  island,  bill  to  settle  the  title  to,  373,  384 
Petersburg  Railroad  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  196 
Pickens,  Francis  W.,  of  South  Carolina,   31,  42 
43,   44,   48,  68,  70,  71,  135,  166,  172 
184,  191,  196,  201,  216,  223,  231,  256 
265,  269,  278,  303,  337,  338,  375,  384 

385,  395,  400 
resolution  by      -  -  -  -  394 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -  -  116 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  than'ks  to 
the  Speaker    -          -           -          -  397 
Pleasonton,  Stephen,  Fifth  Auditor,  letter  of  -  101 
Plumer,  Arnold,  of  Pa.,    31,  162,  264^  340,  349 
Powell,  Cuthbert,  of  Ya.,           31,  161,  361,  384 
resolution  by      -           -           -           -  195 
Postages,  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of     -     386,  394 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on     -    41 
Post  Office  Department,  communications  firom,  103 

243,  310,  343 
Potomac  bridge,  bill  to  provide  for  the  comple- 
tion of-  -  -  -     247,  270 
Pope,  John,  of  Ky.,  44,  150,  207,  216,  231,  232 
233,  235,  236,  237,  271,  323,  384 
remarks  on  the  project  of  issuing  200 
millions  of  Government  stocks        -  339 
President  of  the  United  States,  aimual  message 

of        -  -  -  -  -    38 

debate  on  the  reference  of  the  message 

♦  of 42 

message  in  relation  to  the  two  bills  re- 
tained by  him  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session  -  -  -  -    52 

communications  from    -  -     103,  368 

message  of^  in  relation  to  China  and  the 

Sandwicn  Islands       ...  103 
articles  of  impeachment  of  by  Mr.  Botts,  144 
message  of,  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  278 
message  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  British 
treaty  -  -  -  -  -  361 

Pre-emptions,  bill  to  amend  the  act  granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  certain  settlers 
on  the  public  lands     -       233,  368,  396 
Printing  office,  congressional.    (See  Congres- 
sional printing-office.) 
Printing,  public  -  -  -  -    38 

Private  limd  Claims,  Committee  on  •  -    41 

Public  Lands,  Committee  on    -  -  -    41 

Public  Expenditures,  Committee  on    -  -    41 

Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  Committee  on,    41 
Commissioner  off  report  from  -  -    54 

Commissioner  of,  biU  to  fix  the  compen- 
sation of         -  -  -  -  247 
Public  executions.    (See  Executions.) 
Proffit,  Geo.  H.,  of  Indiana,       59,  101,  145,  169 
172,  179,  180,  211,  224,  243,  248,  260 

345,  352,  361,  395,  400 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -     116,  146 

R. 

Randall,  Benjamin,  of  Maine,      31,  96, 240,  289 

297, 340, 367 
Randall,  Alexander,  of  Maryland       ?  -218 

Randolph,  Joseph  F.,  of  N.  Jersey,  31, 196,339,  360 
Ramsay,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania       -  -    31 

Rayner,  Kenneth,  of  North  Carolina,    31 ,  151, 155 

183, 196, 228, 337, 340, 367 
remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 

law 156 

.  Reding,  John  R.,  of  New  Hampshire,    31, 176, 207 

Read,  Almon  H.,  of  Pennsylvania,     31 ,  121 ,  128 

131,  150,  158,  163,  166,  172,  177,201 

216,  223,  241,  268,  276,  278,  289,296 

386 
resolatidns  by    -         ^         -      53,  '^ 
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Reciprocity  treaties,  resolation  of  the  last  ses- 
sion in  relation  to       -  194, 278, 298 
Rencher,  Abraham,  of  North  Carolina,      31,  397 
Resolations  by- 


Mr.  Adams 

Mr.  Bronson 

Mr.  Board  man 

Mr.  Briggs 

Mr.  Barnell 

Mr.  Barnard 

Mr.  Bowne 

Mr.  Beeson 

Mr.  Bidlack 

Mr.  Charles  Brown 

Mr.  Wm.  O.  Butler 

Mr.  Clifford 

Mr.  Calhonn 

Mr.  John  C.  Clark 

Mr.  James  Cooper 

Mr.  Mark  A.  Cooper 

Mr.  Ghirrett  Davis 

Mr.  A.  C.  Dodge 

Mr.  Henry  Dodge 

Mr.  Everett 

Mr.  John  C.  Edwards    • 

Mr,  Fessenden  • 

Mr.  Fillmore      - 

Mr.  Qates 

Mr.  Gostine 

Mr.  Qraham 

Mr.  Green 

Mr.  Gwin 

Mr.  Hunt 

Mr.  Hopkins 

Mr.  Hnoard 

Mr.  Howard 

Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  IngersoU 

Mr.  Irwin 


31,219,233,359,  385 

-  54 

-  59,83,330 
38, 134, 172, 337,  394 

•  319,  297 

-  157,  373 

-  57,  107 

-  103,  399 

-  128 
-278 

-  .83 

-  237 

-  106,  195 

-  83 
88, 128 

.  160 
83,230 

-  121 
.264 

-  59 
102. 133, 159 

-  163 
-  103,150,159,337 

-  86 
.  317 

121, 184, 302 

-  166 
65, 172 

-  131 

-  157 

-  159 

-  159 
.  329 

-  107 

-  44,  78, 121 


Mr.  Cave  Johnson,      207,  240, 337,  352, 394 

Mr.  John  P.  Kennedy     -  95,  143,  219 

Mr.  King          -           -  -          -    89 

Mr.  LoweU        -           -  •          -  106 

Mr.  Levy           •          -  -       102, 160 

Mr.  Morgan       -           -  -           -  106 

Mr.McClellanofNew  York  -           -176 


96,  308,339 

-  88 

57,  79,  102,  107,  182 

-  195 
-394 

-  194, 297 

53,339 

-  121 

83,  231,  297 
-297 

-  394 
31,  59,  83, 159 

-  57 
39, 241 
53, 128 

-  83 

-  132,316 

-  333 


Mr.  McKeon 
Mr.  McKennan  - 
Mr.  Mallory 
Mr.  Meriwether, 
Mr.  Powell 
Mr.  Pickens 
Mr.  Roosevelt    - 
Mr.  Read 
Mr.  Stratton 
Mr.  Snyder 

Mr.  Smith  of  Virginia  - 
Mr.  Shields 
Mr.  Tillinghast  - 
Mr.  Toland 

Mr.  Taliaferro  -  -  - 

Mr.  Triplett       ... 
Mr.  Jacob  Thompson    - 
Mr.  Underwood  -  -  - 

Mr.  Weller        -     ^     - 
Mr.  Christopher  H.  Williams  -  -    53 

Retrenchment  bill  No.  548,  to  reduce  the  pay 
and  mileage  of  members  of  Congress, 
and  the  compensations  of  the  various 
officers  ol  the  General  Government,   353 

384,389 
substitute  for,  submitted  by  Mr.  Gwin,  378 

384,391 
substitote  for,  submitted  by  Mr.  Hunt,    284 
substitute  for,  submitted  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings of  Ohio    -  -  .  .290 
substitute  for,  submitted  by  Mr.  Medill,  291 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Bnsiness,Committee  on    41 
Reynolds,  John,  of  Illinois.       31,  85,  143,  162 
173,  174,  224,  236,  256,  264,  265,  266 
278,  289,  329,  330,  340,  350,  373 
remarks  on  the  coast  survey     -          -    60 
Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on  -          -    41 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  Committee  on          -    41 
Rhett,  R.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,         31 ,  386 
Rhode  Island,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of,  asking  Congress  to  refund  Gkn. 
Jackson's  fine             ...  194 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  relative 
to  the  rates  ef  postage           -          -316 
Riggs,  Lewis,  of  New  York     -           31,173,349 
lUdgway,  Joseph,  of  Ohio,     31, 154, 176, 316, 330 
JEtoosevelt,  James  L,  of  New  York,     31,  57,  83 
106,  134,  146,  167,  934,  338,  331,  833 
336|  943,  946,  966,  978,  986,  376 


Roosevelt,  James  1.,  of  New  York—     / 

resolutions  by     -  -  -       194, 397 

Rogers,  James,  of  »[>uth  Carolina       -  -    31 

Rodney,  G.  B.,  of  Delaware,   38, 159,  907, 340,  347 
Roads  and  Canals,  Committee  on       -  -    41 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  resolution  in  relation  ta  his 

removal  from. office,       57,  163, 378,  309 

report  on  '.  -  -  -  386 

Russell,  James  M.,  of  Pennsylvania    -  -    31 

RusseU,  William,  of  Ohio       -      31,194,195,313 

S. 

Saltonstall,  Leverett,  of  Massachusetts,     31,  106 

196, 303,  340,  351 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law         -  -  -  -    86 
Sanford,  John,  of  New  York    -           -       31,184 
Saunders,  Romulus  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  40, 173 

201,223,310.339,344,373 
Sandwich  Islands,  bill  to  provide  for  mtnre  in- 
tercourse with  ...  195 
School  lands,  bill  to  authorize  the  Leeislatures 
of  the  States  of  Illinois,  Arkansas, 
Loaisiana,and  Tennessee,  to  sell  them,  238 
Sewell,  Charles  S..  of  Maryland         -  -  131 
Shaw,  Tristram,  or  New  Hampshire,  31,  56, 75, 154 
Shields,  Benjamin  G.,  of  Alabama,      59,  256, 360 
resolution  by      -           -           -  -  394 
Simonton,Wm.,  of  Pennsylvania       -  -    31 
Slade.  Wm.,  of  Vermont          -             31,  320, 386 
Smith,  Truman,  of  Connecticut          -        31,160 
Smith,  Wm.,  of  Virginia,      31,  55,  70,  71,  168 
173,*174,  353,  265,  266,  368,  27i;,  278 
291,292,  324,  325,  360,  367,  373,  384 
385,  394,  395,  396,  399,  400 
resolution  by       -           -           -         >  -  297 
Snyder,  John,  of  Pennsylvania           -  -    31 
resolutions  by      -           -            83,231,297 
South  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of,  asking  Congress  to  refund  Gen. 
Jackson's  fine             -          -        95,102 
resolutions  of  the  same,  asking  Con- 

fress  to  refund  the  fine  imp^ed  on 
^r.  Cooper,  under  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws      •  -  -  -    95 
resolutions  of  the  same,  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff;  disc.          -          -  -  183 
Sollers,  Au|[ustns  R .  of  Maryland     -          -  131 
Somers,  brie,  alleged  mutiny  on  board  of       -65 
Mr.  Gwin's  resolution  in  relation  to       -    65 
Mr.  Snyder's  resolution  in  relation  to  231 

'..    397 

Mr.  C.Johnson's  resolution  in  relation  to,  353 

Spriggs,  James  C,  of  Kentucky,  31,  44,  77,  101 

159,  303 
Spencer,  John  C,  Mr.  Botts's  motion  in  relation 

to  his  letter      -  -  -  -    46 

Squadrons  ol  the  United  States,  in  foreign  ser- 
vice, resolution  in  relation  to  -  397 
State   Department,  communications  from,  53,  88 

373 

Stanly,  Edward,  of  North  Carolina,  31,  75,  103 

113,  138,  158,  176,  185,  194,  318,  337 

243,  359,  360,  376,  397,  310,  367,  374 

376,  394,  396 
Steenrod,  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  31,  38,  85,  89,  95 

100,  194,  351,  340,  367,  400 
Steamboats,  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  secu- 
rity of  the  lives  of  passengers  in       -  338 
Stokely,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  31, 143,  331,  397,  339 

340 
Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of 83 

St.  Augustine,  Florida,  bill  to  authorize  the 

purchase  of  a  lot  of  ground  in  -  397 

Stratton,  Charles  C,  of  New  Jersey,  31,  159,  177 

338 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -  131 

Stuart,  Alexander  H.  H.,  of  Virginia,  31, 113,  340 

308,  374,  395 
Stuart,  J.  T.,  of  Illinois  -  -       44,338 

Summers,  George  W.,  of  Virginia,  31,  339,  373 
remarks  on  presenting  the  sword  of 
General  Washington,  and  the  staff* 
of  Dr.  Franklin         -  -     354,  366 

Sweney,  Geoige,  of  Ohio         -  -  -    31 

Swartwout,  Samuel,  securities  of.  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury 
to  compromise  with  103,  319,  310 

T. 
Taliaferro,  John,  of  Virginia,  31,  86,  146,  154 
159,  188,  195,  341,  356,  397,  340,  367 

394    400 

resolution  by      -  -  -      39 1  341 

Tariff,  Mr.  Read's,  lesolatioii  in  relation  to,  53, 389 


Tangier,  resolution  in  relation  to  the  late  Uni- 
ted States  consul  at     -  -  -    96 
Texas,  bill  in  relation  to  the  postage  on  letters 

addressed  to    -  -         /.  .  39$ 

Temperance,  Mr.  Briegs's  motion  to  exclude 

intoxicating  drinks  from  the  Capitol    38 

Territories,  Committee  on       •  -  -    41 

Thompson,  Richard  W.,  of  Indiana,  31,  38,  44 

59,  77,  98,  163,  179,  180,  183,356,  366 

303,339 
resolution  by      -  •  -  -  131 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law        -  -  -  -90 
Thompson,  John  B.,  of  Kentucky       -  -    31 
Thompson.   Jacob,  of  Mississippi,     63,   85,  103 
133,  146,  314,  330,  ^1,  236,  261,869 
370,  377,  883,  884,  308,  333,  337,  340 

350,  353,  367,  385 

resolution  by      -  -  -  -    83 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  debt  of  the 

State   of   Mississippi,    in   reply   to 

Messrs.  Adams  ana  Granger  -  -  383 

Tillinghast,  Joseph  L..  of  Rhode  Island,  31,  44 

56.  60,  77,  83,  106,  132,  146,  159,  164 

172,  183,  184,  316,  350,  303,  310,  389 

340,  350^  351,  353,  359,  360,  361,  367 

373 

resolutions  by     -  -    31,  59,  83,  159 

Tiffanv,  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  chaplain    -  -    53 

Toland,  George  w.,  of  Pennsylvania,  31,  57,  163 

.    163,  223,  278,  303,  309,  310,  353,  359 

386 

resolution  by       -  -  -  •57 

Tomlinson,  Thomas  A.,   of  New   York,   31,  85 

183,  307,  340,  341,  365,  311 
Treasury  notes,  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of,  369 

317,  396.  399 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  communica- 
tion from         •  -  -  -    54 
Treasury  Department,  communications  fW>m    61 
79,  &,  88,  133,  157,  178,  333,  259,  909 

310,  342,  352,  368,  373 
Treaty  with  England,    (See  England.) 
Trumbail,  Joseph,  of  Connecticut,  31,  196,  317 

326    359 
Triplett,  Philip,  of  Kentucky,  44, 77,  93,  335,  371 

378,  888 
resolutions  by       -  -  -     53,  188 

Trotti,  Samuel  W.,  oQSouth Carolina  •     59,  183 
Tumey,  Hopkin.s  L.,  of  Tennessee,  31,  39,  49 
71,  82,   159,   167,   183,  393,  308,  330 
343,  349,  361,  385.  387,  398 
U. 
Underwood,  Joseph  R.,  of  Kentucky  31,  38,  39 
49,  86,   101,   113,   114,   131,   145,  146 
160,  184,  314,  336,  337,  340,  347,  351 
366,  370,  398,  303,  310,  337,  338,  350 
360,  368,  373,  384,  386,  387,  394 
resolutions  by     -  -  -     133,  316 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  -  -  -        71,  73 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  the  exchequer  150 

V. 
Van  Buren,  John,  of  New  York  -  -    31 

Van  Rensselaer,  Henry,,  of  New  York  •    31 

Virginia,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  reftuid  General  Jack- 
son's fine         -  -  -  *    86 
resolutions  of  the  same,  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff,   distribution,  bankrupt 
law,  &c          -          -          -  -  346 
W 
Ward,  Aaron,  of  New  York.  31,336,347,389,345 
Watterson,  Harvey  M.,  of  Tennessee,  31, 365, 349 
Ways  and  Means,  Committee  of        -          -    41 
reports  from,  53. 113, 134, 143, 158, 340, 337 
Wallace,  David,  of  Indiana     -          -           -    44 
War  Department,  comntimications  from,     53, 54 

133, 157,  178.  318, 333,  343,  358 

War  and  Navy  Departments,  bill  to  provide 

for  the  erection  of  two  buildings  for 

the  accommodation  of  -  -  367 

Warehousing  system,  bill  to  establish  the,    53, 289 

Warren,  Lott,  of  Georgia,    83, 108, 113,  167, 336 

364,365 
Washington,  Wm.  H.,  of  North  Carolina,    31,83 

176,388,395 
Washington's  sword  and  Franklin's  staff,  pre- 
sentation of    -  -  *  -  S64 
remarks  of  Mr.  Summers  of  Virginia, 

on  presenting  them    -  -  -  251 

remarks  of  w.  Adams  on  the  same 
occasion         ....  364 
Washington,  Samuel  T.,  resolution  presenting 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  him,  and 
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Washington,  Samael  T.— 

directing  a  copy  of  the  addresse5  of 
-Messrs.  Sommers  and  Adams  to  be 
transmitted  to  him     ...  2S5 
copy  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Summers       -  2&6 
Waller,  Joh^  B.,  of  Ohio,    31,  3d.  40,  68,  107 
146,  159»  183,  907,  336,  954,  966,  975 
976,  978,  987,  309,  390,  392,  394,  340 
344, 345,  353, 361,  875, 384,  385,  386,  396 
resolation  by      -  -  -  -  399 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
nipt  law  -  .  -  -  107 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Speaker    -          -          -  -  397 
Weatbrook,  Jonn,  of  Pannsylvania     -       38,  373 
West  Florida,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of            -          -r    161,185,919,974 
Wheeling,  Yiiginit^  bill  to  establish  a  district 

court  at  -  -  -  -  106 

White,  John,  of  Kentucky,  [Speaker]  -    31 

iarewell  address  of        -     '     -  -  400 

White,  Joseph  L.,  of  Indiana,      81, 1-^8,  176, 946 

957,958,339,376 
White,  Edward  D.,  of  Louisiana        -  -  384 

Wise.  Henry  A.,  of  Virginia,  31,39,43,44,46 
47,  48,  56,  57,  68,  65,  77,  78,  79,  86 
93,  198,  135,  144,  145,  146,  151,  155 
158,  169,  163,  167,  168,  184,  188,  189 
190,  194,  196,  901,  907,  916,  ^3,  939 
9?5,  237,  948,  949,  953,  954,  959,  960 
964,  970,  977,  978,  979,  986,  987,  997 
309,  308,  317,  319,  390,  399,  344,  345 
360,  353,  360,  367,  373,  374,  375,  376 

386,  388,  394,  395,  396 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation 

bill      -  -  -  -     57,58,69 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt act  -  -  -  79,96 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  an  exchequer,    136 

908,916 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  949 
remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fillmore  on  the 

state  of  the  finances  -  -      979, 980 

remarks  on  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts  from 
office   ....      309,  310 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Speaker    ....  397 
Williams,  Christopher  U.,  of  Tennessee,     63, 15 
.177,  185.  918,  971,  395,  390,  339,  349 
343, 349, 350, 367,  368,  387,  396, 399,  400 
resolution  by      -  -  •  -    53 

Williams,  Joseph  L.,  of  Tennessee,    31 ,  177,  907 
968,  374,  996,  340,  349,  350,  359 
Williams,  Thomas  W.,  of  Connecticut,    31,  109 
236,  943,  965,  985,  987,  990,  991,  997 

998,  340,  367,  373 
Williams,  James  W.,  of  Md.,  death  of,  and 

tribute  of  re^ct  to  the  memory  of  •    39 
eul<^nm  by  Mr.  Mason  on       •  -    39 

Winthiop,  Robert  C,  of  Mass.,  198,  159,  169,  183 
S31,  940,  997,  337,  340,  344,  361,  384 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt Uw  -  -  -  -    66 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  t^e  exchequer,    903 
Widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  pensions  to,    86 

396 
Wisconsin  Territory,  communication  from  the 

Legislature  of  -  -  -   88 

bill  to  authorize  the  election  of  certain 

officers  in       -          -          15a  939, 311 
bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  cer- 
tain accounts  for  the  support  of  the 
Government  of          -          -          -  150 
bill  concerning  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  933 

bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 

certain  settlers  in       -  -  -  941 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  certain  roads 

and  rivers  in  -  -  -  -  941 

bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  town 
of  Fairplay,  in         -  -  -  949 


s 


Wood,  Fernando,  of  New  York^   31,  146,  176,931 
Wyandot  Indians,  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale 

of  certain  lands  ceded  by       -  •  367 

Y. 
Yeas  and  nays,  on  Mr.  Adams's  motion  to  re- 
peal the  91st  rule        -      39,  37,  39,  49 

on  rejecting  the  motion  to  rescind  the 
gag  rule  -  -  -  -    40 

on  the  reference  of  the  exchequer  plan  -    44 

on  the  reference  of  so  much  of  the  JPresi- 
dent's  message  as  relates  to  General 
Jackson's    fine  -  -  -    44 

on  laying  Mr.  Boits*s  question  of  privi- 
lege on  the  table         -  -  -    48 

on  refusing  to  entertain  the  qoestion  of 
privilege  -  -  -  -    48 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  coast  survey       -  -    78 

on  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of 
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[The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
secret  session,  on  the  30th  of  August, 
l842r,  passed  the  following  resolution: 

^^  Resolved^  That  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  be  removed  from  the  British 
treaty,  the  correspondence  which  ac- 
companied it,  and  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  Senate  thereon,  embracini;  the 
speeches  and  remarks  of  Senators,  as 
soon  as  the  ratifications  of  the  said  trea- 
ty shall  have  been  exchanged,  and  it 
shall  have  been  procl2dmed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States." 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  were 
not  exchanged  in  time  for  us  to  publish 
the  proceedings,  correspondence,  and 
speeches  thereon,  in  the  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix  for  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  to  which  they  properly 
belong.  Therefore,  in  order  to  preserve 
these  important  papers,  we  shall  pub- 
lish  them  in  our  Congressional  Globe 
and  Appendix  for  the  coming  session  of 
Congress.  The  proceedings  and  the 
correspondence  we  shall  publish  in  the 
Congressional  Globe.  The  speeches 
made  by  the  Senators  in  secret  session 
we  shall  publish  in  the  Appendix,  as 
fast  as  they  come  to  our  hands.  They 
will  all  be  contained,  probably,  in  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  numbers  of 
the  Appendix:  the  first  number,  and 
part  of  the  second,  it  is  supposed,  will 
be  occupied  by  the  President's  annual 
message  to  Congress,  and  the  reports 
of  the  several  heads  of  depaiynents, 
which  may  accompany  it. 

We  shall  print  between  four  and  five 
thousand  surplus  copies  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  and  Appendix,  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  complete  copies 
to  all  persons  who  may  subscribe  for 
those  works  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next. 

We  shall  send  to  some  of  our  friends 
a  copy  of  this  number  of  the  Congres- 
sional Globe,  with  a  Prospectus  in  it, 
with  the  hope  that  they  will  obtain  some 
subscribers  for  us. — Eoitors  Congrbs- 
siovAL  Globe.] 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SENATE  ON  THE 
BRITISH  TREATY,  IN  SECRET  SES- 
SION. 

Thursday,  August  11, 1842. 

The  message  was  read. 

The  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the  boundaries  be- 
tween the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  the 
possessions  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  North 
America,  for  the  final  suppression  of  the  African 
slave-trade,  and  for  the  giving  up  of  criminals  fu- 
gitive from  justice,  in  certain  cases,  was  read  twice 
by  unanimous  consent. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rives,  * 

Ordered^  That  the  treaty,  with  the  message  and 
accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  and  printed,  in  confi- 
dence, for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Monday,  August  15, 1842. 

Mr.  Ilives,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  llth  instant, 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rives, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  treaty  be  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Weanesday  next,  the 
17th  instant,  at  1  o'clock. 

0         Wednesday,  August  17, 1842. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain;  and, 
after  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rives, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow,  at  half-past  eleven 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  August  18,  1842. 

Mr.  Conrad  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish to  the  Senate  all  documents  on  file  in  the  Stale 
Department,  connected  with  the  liberation  of  cer- 
tain slaves,  the  property  of  American  citizens, 
which  were  taken  from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner 
Hermosa^  near  Abaco,  were  carried  into  Nassau, 
and  then  liberated  by  the  colonial  authorities;  also, 
copies  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have 
taken  place  oii  the  subject  of  said  slaves,  between 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  and  the  British  Government. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  resolution,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  said  reso- 
lution before  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  President  pro  tempore  informed  the  Senate 
that  the  Secretary,  having  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  ihe  United  Stales  the  resolution  passed  this 
day,  requesting  the  documents  and  correspondence 
relative  to  the  slaves  on  board  the  Hermosa,  the 
papers  called  for  were  forthwith  delivered  to  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  with  a  request  that,  as 
they  were  originals,  they  might,  at  a  proper  time, 
be  returned  to  the  department. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  consideration  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  J  and,  after  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow,  at  half-fa>t  eleven 
o'clock. 

Friday,  August  19,  1842. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  commiltce  of  the 
whole,  the  consideration  of  the  treaty  wiih  Great 
Britain;  and,  after  debate,  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  the  treaty  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  treaty  and  documents  now 
under  consideration  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations,  with  instructions  to  report 
a  resolution,  directing  the  President  of  the  United 
Siates  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory,  and  lo  report  such  contingent  measures 
as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  maintain 
the  just  right  of  the  nation. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  resolution:  and. 

On  the  question  to  agree  theretOj 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8,  nays 
31. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  (the  yeas  and  nays 
beins;  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present,) 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Fulton,  Linn,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Stargeon,  Walker,  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in^the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Benton, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad, 
Crafts,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dayton,  (Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller, 
Morebead,  Porter,  Preston,  Kives,  Smith  of  Indi- 
ana, Tallmadge,  Tappan,  White,  Woodbridge, 
Woodbury,  Young.  " 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 

To  strike  out  the  eighth  article  fVom  the  treaty, 

The  question  was  stated— "Shall  the  eighth  arti- 
cle stand  as  part  of  the  treatyl^'  and,  after  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sevier, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Saturday,  August  20,  1842. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain;  and. 

The  question  recurring,  "Shall  the  eighth  arti- 
cle stand  as  part  of  the  treaty  V  after  delMite, 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  37, 
nays  12. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 
Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayjird,  Berrien, 
Calhoun,  Choate,  Clavton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Critten- 
den, Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Mil- 
ler,  Morehead,    Phelps,  Porter,    Preston,   Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge, ' 
Walker,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbridge, 
Young. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are- 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cuth- 
bert, Linn,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan,  Woodbury,  Wright. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 
To  strike  out  of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
the  following  words: 

"To  the  outlet  of  the  LakePohenagamook;  thence 
southwestwardly,  in  a  straight  line,  to  a  point  on 
the  northwest  branch  of  the  river  St.  John,  which 
point  shall  be  ten  miles  distant  from  the  main 
branch  of  the  St.  John,  in  a  straight  line,  and  in 
the  nearest  direction;  but  if  the  said  point  shall  be 
found  to  be  less  than  seven  miles  from  the  nearest 
point  of  the  summit  or  crest  of  the  highlands 
that  divide  those  riveis  which  empty  themselves 
into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  river  St.  John,  then  the  said  point  shall  be 
made  to  recede  down  the  said  northwest  branch  of 
the  river  St.  John,  to  a  point  seven  miles,  in  a 
straight  14ne,  from  the  said  summit  or  crest:  thence  in 
a  straight  line,  in  a  course  about  south  eight  degrees 
west,  to  the  point  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  of 
46^  25^  north  intersects  the  southwest  branch  of  the 
St.  John;  thence  southerlv,  by  the  said  branch,  to  the 
source  thereof  in  the  highlands  at  the  Metjarmette 

portage." 

'Atler  debate,  on  the  question,  Shall  these  words 
stand  as  part  of  the  first  articled 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  38; 
navs  1 1 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are- 
Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,   Bayard,  Berri- 
en,   Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,   Conrad,  Crafts, 
Crittenden.  Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Man- 
fum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter, 
reston.  Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indi- 
ana, Sprague,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  White,  Wood- 
bridge,  Woodbury,  and  Wright. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  arc — 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan.  Linn, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,*Sturgeon,  Walker,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  and  Young. 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That,  the  treaty  and  documents  now  un- 
der consideration  be  recommitted  to  the  Commiuee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  with  instructions  to  report 
an  amendment  to  the  treaty,  stipulating  the  right  of 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  driven  by  temnest 
or  carried  by  violence  into  any  of  the  British  West 
India  islands,  to  depart  from  th?  same  w^lh  all  t^eif 


CONGBESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


contents  of  persons  and  property,  with  all  conve- 
nient despatch,  and  after  receiving  the  hospitable 
treatment  dae  to  misfortune. 
After  debate,  on  the  qaestion  to  agree  thereto, 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  11,  nays 
37. 
On  motion  by  IVIr.  Benton, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of 
the  Senators  present, 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are- 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Con- 
rad, Linn,  (Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Wallt- 
er,  Williams,  and  Young. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  arc- 
Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,   Bates,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, CalhouD,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crafts,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington,  Kerr,  ICing,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston, 
Rives,     Sevier,    Simmons,   Smith    of    Indiana, 
Sprague,  Tallma^,  Tappan,   White,   Wilcox, 
Woodbridge,  and  Woodbury. 
So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  treaty  aod  documents  now 
uDder  consideration  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  resolution  directing  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the 
disputed  territbry  up  to  the  line  designated  by  the 
King  o£  the  Netherlands,   and  to  maintain  the 
State  of  Maine  in  possession  of  the  territory  south 
of  that  line. 
AHer  debate,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto, 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  3,  nays 
37, 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of 
the  Senators  present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmativa  are— 
Messrs.  Benton,  Sevier. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are- 
Messrs.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Calhoun, Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts, 
Criuenden,  Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Hen- 
derson, Huntington.  Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Miller,  Morenead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Preston, 
Rives,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge,  Tappan,  White,  Wilcox,  Wood- 
bridge. 
So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Tappan, 
To  strike  out  of  the  fifth  article  the  following 
words,  viz: 

"And  further  to  pay  and  satisfy  said  States,  re- 
spectively, for  all  claims  for  expenses  incurred  by 
them  in  protecting  the  said  heretofore  disputed  ter- 
ritory, and  making  a  survey  thereof,  in  1838;  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  agreeing  with 
tlie  Slates  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  to  pay  them ' 
the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  equal  moieties,  on  account  of  their  assent 
to  the  line  of  boundary  described  in  this  treaty, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  conditions  and  equiva- 
lents received  therefor  from  the  Government  of 
her  Britannic  Majesty;" 

After   debate,    on   the  question,  '*  Shall  these 
words  stand  as  p^art  of  the  fifth  articleV 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  34, 
nays  10. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 
Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,    B^tes,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crafts,  Cuthbert, 
Dayton,  Evans, Fulton,  Graham,  Henderson,  Hun- 
tington, Kerr,  King,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Rives,  Sevier,    Sim- 
mons, Smith    or  Indiana,    Sprague,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Wilcox,  Woodbridge,  Young. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Con- 
rad, Crittenden,  Linn,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stur- 
geon, Tappan. 
Ko  further  amendment  having  been  proposed, 
Mr.  Rives  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  con' 
curringj)  Tnatthe  Senate  advise  and  consent  to 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the 
boundaries  between  the  territories  of  the  United 
Staiesand  the  possessions  of  her  Bxitannie  Majesty 
in  North  America,  for  the  final  suppression  of  the 
African    slave-trade,  and    for   the  giving  up  of 
criminals  fugitive  from  justice,  in  certain  cases. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  resolution. 
On  the  queilion  tg)  agree  thereto, 


It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative- yeas  39, 
nays  9. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, Calhoun,  Choate,  Clayton,  Crafts,  Critten- 
den, Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Evans,  Fulton,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  King,  Mangum, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Porter,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Sprague,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Walker,  White, 
Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  Wright,  Young. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are— 

Me&srs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Con- 
rad, Linn,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Wil- 
liams. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  said  resolu- 
tion before  the  President  of  the  tTnited  States. 

Tuesday,  August  33,  1843. 

Mr.  Crittenden  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved  by  IM  Senate,  That  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  be  removed  as  to  the  late  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  there- 
on; except  only  that  this  resolution  shall  not  au- 
thorize tne  publication  of  said  treaty,  or  any  amend- 
ment proposed,  or  proceeding  relating  thereto,  or 
any  speecn  made  in  the  Senate  on  its  consideration 
and  discussion. 

After  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr." Wright, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  lie  on  the 
table. 

Wednesday,  August  24, 1843. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conrad, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Senate  return 
to  the  Department  of  State  the  original  pape#  ob- 
tained from  that  department,  under  the  resolution 
of  the  18th  instant,  relating  to  the  slaves  that  were 
taken  from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Hermosa, 
and  liberated  by  the  British  colonial  authorities  at 
I'fassau 

Monday,  August  29, 1842. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  forth- 
with removed  from  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
the  correspondence  which  accompanied  it,  and  the 
proceedings  thereon,  including  tne  speeches  and 
remarks  of  the  Senators. 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  said  resolution. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Preston, 

That  the  said  resolution  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rives, 

That  the  said  resolution  be  amended  by  adding 
thereto  the  following: 

'^As  soon  as  the  treaty  shall  have  been  proclaimed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  having 
been  duly  ratified  by  both  parties.*' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any 
conferences,  written  or  oral,  formal  or  informal, 
took  place  between  the  American  negotiator  and 
the  late  special  minister  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  Slates,  in  relation  to  the  payment,  assump- 
tion, or  guarantee  of  the  State  debts  by  the  United 
States;  and,  if  so,  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
Senate. 

Tuesday,  August  30, 1842. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  sulinitted  by  him  yesterday,  together 
with  the  amen  iment  proposed  thcKto  by  Mr.  Rives; 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

That  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton  lie 
on  the  table. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays 

19. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Allen, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of 
the  Senators  present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 
Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Clay- 
ton, Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Miller,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Rives,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wood- 
bridge. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are- 
Messrs.   Allen,   Archer,  Bagby,  Bayard,  Ben- 
ton, Buchanan,  Cratts,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 


ton, Henderson,  King,  Linn,  Mangum,  Merrick, 
Preston,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tappan,  Woodbury. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conrad, 

To  amend  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved," 
and  inserting  tne  following: 

"  That  tJie  injunction  of  secrecy  be  removed  from 
the  proceedings  and  debates  on  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  recently  ratified  by  this  body,  as  soon  as  the 
ratification  thereof  by  Ute  British  Chvemmenl  shall 
have  been  communicated  to  the  Executive-," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
That  the  said  resolution  and  proposed  amend- 
ment lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17, 
nays  15. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being^desired  by  dne-fifth  of 
the  Senators  present. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are- 
Messrs.  Bates,  Berrien,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crafts, 
Cuthbert,  Evans,  Fulton,   Graham,   Huntington, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Phelps,  Porter,  Rives,  Tallmadge, 
Woodbridge. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchan- 
an, Crittenden,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Morehead,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tappan,   Walker, 
Woodbury. 

Mr.  Buchanan  snbmitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved from  the  British  treaty,  the  correspondence 
which  accompanied  it,  and  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  thereon,  embracing  the  speeches  and  re- 
marks of  Senators,  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of 
the  said  treaty  shall  have  been  exchanged,  and  it 
shall  have  been  proclaimed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS 

Connected  with  the  treaty  of  Washington, 

MESSAGE 
FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THB  UNITED  8TATE0, 

Transmitting  the  treaty  toith  Great  Britain  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States, 


To  THK  SeKATX  of  THE  UviTED  StATXI: 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  communicate  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  results  of  the  negotiations  recently  had  in 
this  city  with  the  British  Minister  special  aad  ex- 
traordinary. 

These  results  comprise-— 

Ist,  A  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the  boundaries 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
possessions  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  North  Ame- 
rica, for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade, 
and  the  surrender  of  criminals  fugitive  from  justice 
in  certain  cases. 

2d.  A  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  inter- 
ference of  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  British 
West  Indies  with  American  merchant  vessels  driven 
by  stress  of  weather,  or  carried  by  violence,  into  the 
ports  of  those  colonies. 

3d.  'A  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the 
attack  and  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline. 

4th.  A  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment 

If  this  treaty  shall  receive  the  approbation  of  the 
Senate,  it  will  terminate  a  difiference  respecting  boun- 
dary which  has  long  subsisted  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, has  been  the  subject  of  several  inefiiectual 
attempts  at  settlement,  and  has  sometimes  led  to 
great  irritation,  not  without  danger  of  disturbing  the 
existing  peace.  Both  the  United  States,  and  the 
States  more  immediately  concerned,  have  entertain- 
ed no  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the  American  title  to 
all  the  territory  which  has  been  in  dispute;  but  that 
title  was  controverted,  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  agreed  to  make  the  dispute  a  sub- 
ject of  arbitration.  One  arbitration  had  been  actu- 
ally had,  but  had  failed  to  settle  the  controversy;  and 
it  was  found,  at  the  commencement  of  last  year,  that 
a  correspondence  had  been  in  progress  between  the 
two  Governments  for  a  joint  commission,  with  an 
ultimate  reference  to  an  umpire  or  arbitrator,  with 
authority  to  mal^e  a  final  deci^iop.    That  confiBjfoJX'* 
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dence,  however,  had  b«en  retarded  by  various  occur- 
rences, and  hVd  come  to  no  definite  result  when  the 
special  mission  of  Lord  Ashburton  was  announced. 
This  movement  on  the  part  of  England  afforded,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Executive,  a  ftivorable  opportu- 
nity for  making  an  attempt  to  settle  this  long-exist- 
ing controversy  by  some  agreement  or  treaty,  with- 
out further  inference  to  arbitration.  It  seemed 
entirely  proper  that,  if  this  purpose  were  entertained, 
consultation  should  be  had  with  the  authorities  of 
the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  Letters, 
therefore,  of  which  copies  are  herewith  communicated, 
were  addressed  to  the  Governors  of  those  States, 
suggesting  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed 
by  each  of  them,  respectively,  to  repair  to  this  city 
and  confer  with  the  authorities  of  this  Government, 
on  a  line,  b J  agreement  or  compromise,  with  its  equivar 
lents  and  compensations.  This  suggestion  was  met 
by  both  btates  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  patriotism, 
and  promptly  complied  with.  Four  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  Maine,  and  three  on  the  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts (all  persons  of  distinction  and  high  character) 
were  duly  appointed  and  commissioned,  and  lost  no 
time  in  presenting  themselves  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  These  commissioners 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  this  Government 
during  the  period  of  the  discussions;  have  enjoyed  its 
confidence  and  freest  communications;  have  aided 
the  general  object  with  their  counsel  and  advice;  and, 
in  the  end,  have  unanimously  signified  their  assent 
to  the  line  proposed  in  the  treaty. 

Ordinarily,  it  would  be  no  easy  task  to  reconcile 
and  bring  together  such  a  variety  of  interests  in  a 
matter  in  itself  difiicult  and  perplexed;  but  the  efforts 
of  the  Government  in  attempting  to  accomplish  this 
desirable  object  have  been  seconded  and  sustained 
by  a  spirit  of  accommodation  and  conciliation  on  the 
part  of  the  States  concerned,  to  which  much  of  the 
success  of  these  efforts  is  to  be  ascribed. 

Connected  with  the  settlement  of  the  line  of  the 
Northeastern  boundary,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  States 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  is  the  continuation  of 
that  line  along  the  highlands  to  the  northwestemmost 
head  of  Connecticut  river.  Which  of  the  sources  of 
that  stream  is  entitled  to  this  character,  has  been 
matter  of  controversy,  and  is  of  some  interest  to  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire.  The  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands decided  the  main  branch  to  be  the  northwest- 
emmost head  of  the  Connecticut.  This  did  not  sat- 
isfy the  claim  of  New  Hampshire.  The  line  agreed 
to  in  the  present  treaty  follows  the  highlands  to  the 
head  of  Hall's  stream,  and  thence  down  that  river, 
embracing  the  whole  claim  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
establishing  her  title  to  100,000  acres  of  territory 
more  than  she  would  have  had  by  the  decision  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands. 

By  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  lino  is  to  proceed  down 
the  Connecticut  river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  thence  west,  by  that  parallel,  till  it  strikes 
the  St  Lawrence.  Recent  examinations  having  as- 
certained that  the  line  heretofore  received  as  the  true 
line  of  latitude  between  those  points  was  erroneous, 
and  that  the  correction  of  this  error  would  not  only 
leave,  on  the  British  side,  a  considerable  tract  of  ter- 
ritory heretofore  supposed  to  belong  to  the  States  of 
Vermont  and  New  York,  but  also  Rouse's  Point,  the 
site  of  a  military  work  of  the  United  States;  it  has 
been  regarded  as  an  object  of  importance,  not  only  to 
establish  the  rights  and  jurisdiction  of  those  States  up 
to  the  line  to  which  they  have  been  considered  to  ex- 
tend, but  also  to  comprehend  Rouse's  Point  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The  relinquish- 
ment by  the  British  Government  of  all  the  territory 
south  of  the  line  heretofore  considered  to  be  the  true 
line,  has  been  obtained;  and  the  consideration  for 
this  relinquishment  is  to  enure,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty,  to  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 

The  line  of  boundary,  then,  from  the  source  of  the 
St  Croix  to  the  St  Lawrence,  so  far  as  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  are  concerned,  is  fixed  by  their  own 
consent,  and  for  considerations  satisfactory  tu  them; 
the  chief  of  these  considerations  being  the  privilege 
of  transporting  the  lumber  and  agricultural  products 
grown  and  raised  in  Maine,  on  Uie  waters  of  the  St. 
John  and  its  tributaries,  down  that  river  to  the  ocean, 
free  from  imposition  or  disability.  The  importance 
of  this  privilege,  perpetual  in  its  terms,  to  a  country 
covered  at  present  by  pine  forests  of  great  value,  and 


much  of  it  capable  hereafter  of  agricultural  improve- 
ment, is  not  a  matter  upon  which  the  opinion  of  in- 
telligent men  is  likely  to  be  divided. 

So  far  as  New  Hampshire  b  concerned,  the  treaty 
secures  all  that  she  requires ;  and  New  York  and 
Vermont  are  quieted  to  the  extent  of  their  claim  and 
occupation.  The  difference  which  would  be  made 
in  the  northern  boundary  of  these  two  States,  by 
correcting  the  parallel  of  latitude,  may  be  seen  on 
Tanner's  maps,  (1836,)  new  atlas,  maps  Nos.  6 
and  9. 

From  the  intersection  of  the  45th  degree  of  north 
latitude  with  the  St.  (lawrence,  and  along  that  river 
and  the  lakes  to  the  water  communication  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  the  line  was  defini- 
tively agreed  on  by  the  commiMioners  of  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, under  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 
But  between  this  last-mentioned  point  and  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  the  commissionerB  acting  under  the  7th 
article  of  that  treaty  found  several  matters  of  dis- 
agreement, and  therefore  made  no  joint  report  to 
their  respective  Governments.  The  first  of  these  was 
Sugar  island,  or  St.  George's  island,  lying  in  St. 
Masy's  river,  or  the  watei  communication  between 
Lakes  Huron  end  Superior.  By  the  present  trea^, 
this  island  is  cmbfaced  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
States.'  Both  from  soil  and  position,  it  is  regarded 
as  of  much  value. 

Another  matter  of  difference  was  the  manner  of 
extending  the  line  from  the  point  at  which  the  com- 
missioners arrived,  north  of  He  Royale,  in  Tjake  Su- 
perior, to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The  British  com- 
missioner insisted  on  proceeding  to  Fond  du  Lac,  at 
th<Aouthwest  angle  of  the  lake,  and  thence,  by  tho 
river  St.  Louis,  to  the  Rainy  Lake.  The  American 
commissioner  supposed  the  true  course  to  be,  to  pro- 
ceed by  way  of  the  Dog  river.  Attempts  were  made 
to  compromise  this  difference,  but  without  success. 
The  details  of  these  proceedings  are  found  at  length 
in  the  printed  separate  reports  of  the  commissioners. 

From  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  this  remote 
country  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  some  of 
the  descriptions  in  that  treaty  do  not  harmonize  with 
its  natural  features,  as  now  ascertained.  **  Long 
Lake"  is  nowhere  to  be  found  under  that  name. 
There  is  reason  for  supposing,  however,  that  the 
sheet  of  water  intended  by  that  name  is  the  estuary 
at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river.  The  present  treaty, 
therefore,  adopts  that  estuary  and  river,  and  after- 
wards pursues  the  usual  route,  across  the  height  of 
land  by  the  various  portages  and  small  lakes,  tUI 
the  line  reaches  Rainy  Lake ;  from  which  the  com- 
missioners agreed  on  the  extension  of  it  to  its  termi- 
nation, in  the  northwest  angle  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  The  region  of  country  on  and  near  the  shore 
of  the  lake,  between  Pigeon  river  on  the  north,  and 
Pond  du  Lac  and  the  river  St.  Louis  on  the  south  and 
west,  considered  valuable  as  a  mineral  region,  is  thus 
included  within  the  United  States.  It  embraces  a  ter- 
ritory of  four  millions  of  acres,  northward  of  the  claim 
set  up  by  the  British  commissioner  under  the  treaty 
of  Ghent  From  the  height  of  land  at  the  head  of 
Pigeon  river,  westerly  to  the  Rainy  Lake,  the  coun- 
try is  understood  to  be  of  little  value,  being  described 
by  surveyors,  and  marked  on  the  map,  as  a  region  of 
rock  and  water. 

From  the  northwest  angle  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  which  is  found  to  be  in  latitude  45  deg.  23 
min.  55  sec.  north,  existing  treaties  require  the  line 
to  be  run  due  south  to  its  intersection  with  the  45th 
parallel,  and  thence  along  that  parallel  to  the  Rocky 
mountains. 

After  sundry  informal  communications  with  the 
British  minister  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the 
two  countries  to  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, so  little  probabitity  was  found  to  exist  of  com- 
ing to  any  agreement  on  that  subject  at  present,  that 
it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  make  it  one  of  the 
subjects  of  formal  negotiation,  to  be  entered  upon  be- 
tween this  Government  and  the  British  minister,  as 
part  of  his  duties  under  his  special  mission. 

By  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  line  of  division  along 
the  rivers  and  lakes,  from  the  place  where  the  45th 
parallel  of  north  latitude  strikes  the  St  Lawrence, 
to  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior,  is  invariably  to  be 
drawn  through  the  Iniddle  of  such  waters,  and  not 
through  the  middle  of  their  main  channels.  Such  a 
line,  5  extended  according  to  tha  Uteral  tenns  of  the 


treaty,  wpuld,  it  is  obvious,  oecasionally  intersect 
islands.  The  manner  in  which  the  commissioners  of 
the  two  Governments  dealt  with  this  difficult  sublet 
may  be  seen  in  their  reports.  But  where  the  line, 
thus  following  the  middle  of  the  river,  or  water- 
course, did  not  meet  with  islands,  yet  it  was  liable 
sometimes  to  leave  the  only  practicable  navigable 
channel  altogether  on  one  sida.  The  treaty  made  no 
proviaion  for  the  common  use  of  the  waters  by  the 
citizens  and  subjects  of  both  countries. 

It  has  happened,  therefore,  in  a  few  instances,  that 
the  use  of  the  river,  in  particular  places,  would  be 
greatly  diminished,  to  one  party  or  the  other,  if,  in 
fact,  there  was  not  a  choice  in  the  use  of  channels 
and  passages.  Thus,  at  the  Long  Sault,  in  the  St 
Lawrence — a  dangerous  passage,  practicable  only  for 
boats — ^the  only  sfie  run  is  between  the  liOng  Sault 
islands  and  Bamhart's  island  (all  which  belong  to  the 
United  States)  on  one  side,  and  the  American  shore 
on  the  other.  On  the  other  hand,  by  far  the  best 
passage  for  vessels  of  any  depth  of  water,  from  Lake 
Erie  into  the  Detroit  river,  is  between  Bois  Blanc,  a 
British  island,  and  the  Canadian  shore.  So  again 
there  are  several  channels  or  passages,  of  different 
degrees  of  facility  and  usefulness,  between  the  several 
islands  in  the  river  St  Clair,  at  or  near  its  antry 
into  the  lake  of  that  name.  In  these  three  cases,  the 
treaty  provides  that  all  the  several  passages  and 
channels  shall  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the  cit- 
izens and  subjects  of  both  parties. 

The  treaty  obligations  subsisting  between  the  two 
countries  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave- 
trade,  and  the  complaints  made  to  this  Government 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  (many  of  them  but 
too  well  founded,}  of  the  visitation,  seizure,  and  de- 
tention of  American  vessels  on  that  coast  by  British 
cruisers,  could  not  but  form  a  delicate  and  highly 
important  part  of  the  negotiations  which  have  now 
been  held. 

The  early  and  prominent  part  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  taken  for  the  abolition 
of  this  unlawful  and  inhuman  traffic,  is  well  known. 
By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  it  is  de- 
clsred  that  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcileable 
with  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  that 
both  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  desirous 
of  continuing  their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  aboli- 
tion; and  it  is  thereby  agreed  that  both  the  contraet- 
ing  parties  shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  has,  by  law,  declared  the  African 
slave-trade  piracy;  and,  at  its  suggestion,  other  na- 
tions have  made  similar  enactments.  It  has  not  been 
wanting  in  honest  and  zealous  ^efforts,  made  in  con 
formity  with  the  wishes  of  the  whole  country,  to  ac- 
complish the  entire  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves 
upon  the  African  coast ;  but  these  efforts,  and  those 
of  other  countries  directed  to  the  same  end,  have 
proved,  to  a  considerable  degree,  unsuccessful. 
Treaties  are  known  to  have  been  entered  into  some 
years  ago  between  England  and  France,  by  which 
the  former  power,  which  usually  maintains  a  large 
naval  force  on  the  African  station,  was  authorized  to 
seize,  and  bring  in  for  adjudication,  vessels  found  en- 
gaged in  the  slave-trade  under  the  French  flag. 

It  is  known  that,  in  December  last,  a  treaty  was 
signed  in  London  by  the  representatives  of  England, 
France,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  having  for  its 
professed  object  a  strong  and  united  ejffort  of  the  five 
powers  to  put  an  end  to  the  traffic.  This  treaty  was 
not  officially  communicated  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  ;  but  its  provisions  and  stipulations 
arc  supposed  to  be  accurately  known  to  the  public. 
It  is  understood  to  be  not  yet  ratified  on  the  part  of 
France. 

No  application  or  request  has  been  made  to  this 
Government  to  become  a  party  to  this  treaty;  but  the 
course  it  might  take  in  regard  to  it  has  excited  no 
small  degree  of  attention  and  discussion  in  Europe, 
as  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and  the 
stipulations  which  it  contains,  have  caused  warm 
animadversion  and  great  political  excitement 

In  my  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  I  endeavored  to  state  the 
principles  which  this  GovemmenJ  supports  respect- 
ing the  right  of  search  and  the  Immunity  of  flags. 
Desirous  of  maintaining  those  principles  fully,  at  the 
same  time  that  existing  obligations  should  be  fulfilled* 
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I  have  thought  it  most  conditent  with  the  honor  I 
and  dignity  of  the  countiy  that  if  should  execute  its 
own  laws,  and  perfonn  its  own  obligations,  by  its 
own  means  and  its  own  power.  The  examination 
or  visitation  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  one  nation 
by  the  cruisers  of  another,  for  any  purpose  except 
those  known  >  and  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, under  whatever  restraints  or  regulations  it 
may  take  place,  may  lead  to  dangerous  results.  It 
is  far  better,  by  other  means,  to  supersede  any  sup- 
posed necessity,  or  any  motive,  for  such  examination 
or  visit  Interference  with  a  merchant  vessel  by  an 
armed  cruiser  is  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  apt 
to  touch  the  point  of  national  honor,  as  well  as  to 
affect  the  interests  of  individuals.  It  has  been 
thought,  therefore,  expedient,  not  only  in  accordance 
with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but  at 
the  same  time  as  removing  all  pretext  on  the  part  of 
others  for  violating  the  immunities  o^  the  American 
flag  upon  the  seas,  as  they  exist  and  are  defined  by 
the  law  of  nations,  to  enter  into  the  articles  now 
submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  treaty  which  I  now  submit  to  you  proposes  no 
alteration,  mitigation,  or  modification  of  the  rules  of 
the  law  of  nations.  It  provides  simply  that  each  of 
the  two  Governments  shall  maintain,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  a  suffident  squadron  to  enforce,  separately 
and  rtspectively,  the  laws,  rights,  and  obligations  of 
the  two  countries  fiur  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade. 

Another  consideration  of  great  importance  has  rec- 
ommended this  mode  of  fulfilling  the  duties  and 
obligations  of  the  eounlry.  Our  commerce  along  the 
western  coast  of  Africa  is  extensive,  and  supposed  to 
be  increasing.  There  is  reason  to  think  that,  m  many 
cases,  those  engaged  in  it  have  met  with  interruptions 
and  annoyanees,  caused  by  the  jealousy  and  instiga- 
tion of  rivals  engaged  in  the  same  trade.  Many  com- 
plaints on  this  subject  have  reached  the  Government 
A  respectable  naval  force  on  the  coast  is  the  natural 
resort  and  security  against  further  occurrences  of  this 
kind. 

The  surrender  to  justice  of  persons  who,  having 
committed  high  crimes,  seek  an  asylum  in  the  territo- 
ries of  a  neighboring  nation,  would  seem  to  be  an  act 
due  to  the  cause  of  general  justice,  and  properly  be- 
longing to  the  present  state  of  civilization  and  inter- 
course. The  British  provinces  of  North  America  are 
separated  from  the  States  of  the  Union  by  a  line  of 
several  thousand  miles ;  and,  along  portions  of  this 
line,  the  amount  of  population  on  either  side  is  quite 
considerable,  while  the  passage  of  the  boundary  is 
always  easy. 

Ofienders  against  the  law,  on  the  one  side,  transfer 
themselves  to  the  other.  Sometimes,  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, they  are  brought  to  justice;  but  very  often 
they  wholly  escape.  A  consciousness  of  immunity, 
from  the  power  of  avoiding  justice  in  this  way,  insti- 
gates the  unprincipled  and  reckless  to  the  commis- 
sion of  offences ;  and  the  peace  and  good  neighbor- 
hood of  the  border  are  consequently  often  disturbed. 

In  the  case  of  offenders  fleeing  from  Canada  into 
the  United  States,  the  Governors  of  States  are  often 
applied  to  for  their  surrender;  and  questions  of  a  very 
embarrassing  nature  arise  from  these  applications. 
It  has  been  thought  highly  important,  therefore,  to 
provide  for  the  whole  case,  by  a  proper  treaty  stipula- 
tion. The  article  on  the  subject  in  the  proposed  trea- 
ty is  carefully  confined  to  such  oflences  as  all  man- 
kind agree  to  regard  as  heinous,  and  destructive  of 
the  security  of  life  and  property.  In  this  careful  and 
specific  enumeration  of  crimes,  the  object  has  been 
to  exclude  all  political  offences,  or  criminal  charges, 
arising  from  wars  or  intestine  commotions.  Treason, 
misprision  of  treason,  libels,  desertion  from  military 
service,  and  other  offences  of  similar  character,  are 
excluded. 

And  lest  some  unforeseen  inconvenience  or  unex- 
pected abuse  should  arise  from  the  stipulation,  ren- 
dering its  continuance,  in  the  opinion  of  one  or  both 
of  the  parties,  not  longer  desinble,  it  is  left  in  the 
power  of  either  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  will. 

The  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  at 
Schloseer,  four  or  five  years  ago,  occasioned  no  small 
degree  of  excitement  at  the  time,  and  became  the 
subject  of  correspondence  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. That  correspondence  having  been  suspended 
(or  a  considerable  p«ciod,  wm  it ^6Wod  in  th«  ipripg 


of  the  last  year,  but,  no  satisfactory  result  having 
been  arrived  at,  it  was  thought  proper,  though  the 
occurrence  had  ceased  to  be  fresh  and  recent,  not 
to  omit  attention  to  it  on  the  present  occasion. 
It  has  only  been  so  fiir  diifcussed,  in  the  correspon- 
dence now  submitted,  as  it  was  accomplished  by  a 
violation  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The 
letter  of  the  British  minister,  while  he  attempts  to 
justify  that  violation  upon  the  ground  of  a  pressing 
and  overruling  necessity — ^admitting,  nevertheless, 
that,  even  if  justiHable,  an  apology  was  due  for  it,  and 
accompanying  this  acknowledgment  with  assurances 
of  the  sacred  regard  of  his  Government  for  the  invio- 
lability of  national  territory — has  seemed  to  me  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  forbearance  from  any  further  re- 
monstrance against  what  took  place,  as  an  aggres- 
sion, on  the  soil  and  territory  of  the  country. 

On  the  subject  of  the  interference  of  the  British 
authorities  in  the  West  Indies,  a  confidenthope  is  en- 
tertained that  the  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place,  showing  the  grounds  taken  by  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the  Brit- 
ish minister,  will  be  found  such  as  to  satisfy  the 
just  expectation  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  impressment  of  seamen  from  merchant  vessels 
of  this  country  by  British  cruisers,  although  not 
practised  in  time  of  peace,  (and,  therefore,  not 
at  present  a  productive  cause  of  difference  and  ir- 
ritation,} has,  nevertheless,  hitherto  been  so  promi- 
nent a  topic  of  controversy,  and  is  so  likely  to  bring 
on  renewed  contentions  at  the  first  breaking  out  of 
an  European  war,  that  it  has  been  thought  the  p^  of 
wisdom  now  to  take  it  into  serious  and  earnest  con- 
sideration. The  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  British  minister  explains  the  ground  which 
the  Government  has  assumed,  and  the  principles 
which  it  means  to  uphold.  For  the  defence  of  these 
grounds,  and  the  maintenance  of  these  principles, 
the  most  perfect  reliance  is  placed  on  Uie  intelli- 
gence of  the  American  people,  and  on  their  firmness 
and  patriotism  in  whatever  touches  the  honor  of  the 
country,  or  its  great  and  essential  interests. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Wabbinotoit,  August  11,  1842. 


CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  BRITISH 
SPECIAL  MISSION. 

NORTHEifiT£RN  IND  NORTHWESTERN  BOUNDARY. 

___  • 

Lord  Ashburton  to  Mf^.  Webster. 

WiSHiNGTON,  June  13,  1843. 

Sir:  On  considering  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
proceeding  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  and  satisfactory 
termination  of  the  long-continued  controversy  re- 
specting the  Northeastern  boundary  between  the 
British  colony  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  State  of 
Maine,  I  believe  that  I  may  confidently  conclude, 
from  wbat  has  passed  in  the  preliminary  confer- 
ences which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  holding  with 
you,  that  we  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  no  advan- 
tage would  be  gained  by  reverting  to^he  intermi- 
nable discussion  on  the  general  grounds  on  which 
each  party  considers  their  claims  respectively  to 
rest.  In  the  course  of  the  many  years  tnat  this  dis- 
cussion has  lasted,  every  argument,  on  either  side, 
is  apparently  exhausted,  and  that  without  any  ap- 
proach to  an  agreement.  The  present  attempt, 
therefore,  of  a  settlement,  roust  rest,  for  its  success, 
not  on  the  renewal  of  a  controversy,  but  on  pro- 
ceeding on  the  presumption  that,  all  means  of  a  re- 
ciprocal conviction  having  failed,  as  also  the  exper- 
iment of  calling  in  the  aid  of  a  friendly  arbiter  and 
umpire,  there  remains  only  the  alternative  of  a 
compromise  for  the  solution  of  i his  otherwise  ap- 
parently insurmountable  difficulty;  unless,  indeed, 
It  were  determined  to  try  a  second  arbitration,  at- 
tended by  its  delay,  trouble,  and  expense,  in  defiance 
of  past  experience  as  to  the  probability  of  any  more 
satisfactory  results. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that,  should  our  present 
attempt  unfortunately  fail,  there  might  remain  no 
other  alternative  but  a  second  reference;  yet  when 
I  consider  all  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  attend- 
ing it,  I  trust  that  all  parties  interested  will  come  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  very  intricate  details  con- 
nected with  the  case  must  be  better  known  and 
judged  by  oar  two  Gtovemments  than  any  diligence 
can  make  them  to  be  by  any  third  party,  and  that  a 
sincere  candid  disposition  to  give  reciprocally  fair 
weight  to  tha  arguments  on  either  side  is  likely  to 


lead  us  to  a  more  satisfactory  settlement  than  an 
engagement  to  abide  by  the  uncertain  award  of  a 
less  competent  tribunal.  The  very  friendly  and 
cordial  reception  given  by  you,  sir,  as  well  as  by 
all  the  authorities  of  your  Gtovernment,  to  the  as- 
surance that  my  mission  here,  by  my  Sovereign, 
has  been  determined  by  an  unfeigned  desire  to  set- 
tle this  and  all  other  questions  of  difference  between 
us,  oa  principles  of  conciliation  and  justice,  foibid 
me  to  anticipate  the  possibility  of  the  failure  of  our 
endeavors  applied  with  sincerity  to  this  purpose. 

With  this  view  of  the  case,  therefore,  although 
not  unprepared  to  enter  into  the  general  ar^umen^ 
I  abstain  from  so  doing  from  the  conviction  that 
an  amicable  settlement  of  this  vexed  question,  so 
eenerallv  desired,  will  be  thereby  b<»st  promoted. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  some  opinions  have  been  in- 
dustriously emitted  throughout  this  controversy, 
and  in  some  instances  by  persons  in  authority,  of 
a  description  so  much  calculated  to  mislead  the 
public  mind,  that  I  think  it  may  be  of  service  to  of- 
fer a  few  ot>seryaiions. 

I  do  not,  of  course,  complain  of  llhe  earnest  ad- 
herence of  partisans  on*  either  side  to  the  general 
arguments  on  which  their  case  is  supposed  to  rest; 
but  a  position  has  been  taken,  and  facts  have  been 
repeatedly  stated,  which  I  am  sure  the  authorities 
of  the  Federal  Government  will  be  abundantly  able 
to  contradict,  but  which  have  evidently  given  rise 
to  much  public  misapprehension.  It  is  maintained 
that  the  whole  of  this  controversy  about  the  bound- 
ary began  in  1814;  that  up  to  that  period  the  line  as 
claimed  by  Maine  was  unaisputed  by  Great  Britain; 
and  that  the  claim  was  avowedly  lounded  on  mo- 
tives of  interest,  to  obtain  the  means  of  conveniently 
connecting  the  British  provinces.  1  confine  thesa 
remarks  to  the  refuting  this  imputation;  and  I  should, 
indeed,  not  have  entered  upon  controversy,  even  on 
this,  if  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  involve,  in  some 
degree,  a  question  of  natfonal  sincerity  and  good 
faith. 

Theassertion  is  founded  on  the  discussions  which 
preceded  the  treaty  of  peace  signed  at  Ghent  in 
1814.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  a  proposal  was 
submitted  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries  for  the 
revision  of  the  boundary  line  on  the  Northeastern 
frontier,  and  that  it  was  founded  on  the  position  that 
it  was  desired  to  secure  the  communication  be- 
tween the  provinces,  the  precise  delimitation  of 
which  was  at  that  time  imperfectly  known.  The 
American  plenipotentiaries,  in  their  first  communi- 
cation from  Ghent  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  admit 
that  the  British  ministers  expressly  disclaimed  any 
intention  of  acquiring  an  increase^  of  territory,  and 
that  they  proposed  the  revision  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  uncertainty  and  dispute— a  purpose  suf- 
ficiently justified  by  subsequent  events.  A^in,in 
their  note  of  the  4ih  of  September,  1814,  the  British 
ministers  remind  those  from  America  that  the 
boundary  had  never  been  ascertained,  and  that  the 
line  claimed  by  America^  which  interrupted  the 
communication  between  Halifax  andGLuebec,  never 
could  have  t>een  in  the  contemplation  of  the  par- 
ties to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783.  The  same  view 
of  the  case  will  be  found  to  pervade  all  the  comma- 
nications  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 
countries  at  Ghent.  There  was  no  attempt  to  press 
any  cession  of  territory  on  the  ground  of  policy  or 
expediency;  but,  although  the  precise  geography  of 
the  country  was  then  imperfectly  known,  it  was  no- 
torious at  the  time  that  diflerent  opinions  existed  as 
to  the  boundary  likely  to  result  from  continuing  the 
north  line  from  the  head  of  the  river  St.  Croix. 
This  appears  to  have  been  so  clearly  known  and 
admitted  by  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  that 
they,  in  submitting  to  the  conference  the  project  of 
a  treaty,  offer  a  preamble  to  their  4th  article,  in  these 
words:  "Whereas,  neither  that  pari  of  ike  highlands 
lying  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  river  St. 
Croix,  and  designated  in  the  former  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  two  powers,  as  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  nor  the  northwesternmost  head  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  has  yet  been  ascertained,"  &c. 
It  shouldJiere  be  observed  that  these  are  the  words 
proposed— not  by  the  British,  but  by  the  American 
negotiators;  and  that  they  were  finally  adopted  by 
both  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty. 

To  close  my  observations  upon  what  passed  on 
this  subject  at  Ghent,  I  would  draw  your  attention 
to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  one  of  the  American 
plenipotentiaries,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe,  of  the 
35th  of  December,  1814.  He  offers  the  following 
conjecture  as  to  what  might  probably  be  the  argu- 
ments of  Great  Britain  against  the  lines  set  up  by 
America;  "They  hope  that  the  ri ver  which  emptiet? 
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into  the  Bay  des  Chadeurs,  in  the  Gaif  of  St.  Law- 
rence, has  its  source  so  far  west  as  to  intervene 
between  the  headwaters  of  the  river  St.  John  and 
those  of  the  streams  emptying  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence;  so  that  the  line  north  from  the  source 
of  the  river  St.  Croix  will  first  strike  the  heights 
of  land  which  divide  the  waters  emptying  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean  (river  St.  John)  from  those  etnply- 
ing  imo  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  (river  des  Cha- 
letirs,)  and  aAerward  the  heights  of  land  which 
divide  the  waters  emptying  into  the  Gulf  of  Si. 
Lawrence  (river  des  Chaleurs)  from  those  empty- 
ing into  the  river  St.  Lawrence:  but  that  the  said 
line  never  can,  in  the  words  oi  the  treaty,  strike 
any  sfMHof  land  actually  dividing- the  waters  emp- 
tving  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  those  which 
iall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence." 

So  obvious  an  argument  in  opposition  to  the  line 
claimed  by  America  could  not  escape  the  known 
sagacity  of  Mr.  Gallatin.  I  state  it,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dipcnssing  its  merit,  but  to  show  that,  at 
Uhent,  not  only  the  fact  was  well  known  that  this 
boundary  was  a  matter  in  dispute,  but  that  the  ar- 
guments respecting  it  had  then  been  weighed  by  the 
gentleman  so  eminent  in  its  subsequent  discussion. 
Indeed,  the  fact  that  the  American  ministers  made 
thi& disputed  question  a  matter  for  reference,  by  a 
treaty  aAerward  ratified  by  the  President  and 
Senate,  must,  in  every  candid  mind,  be  sufficient 
proof  that  it  was  generally  considered  to  be  in- 
volved in  sufficient  doubt  to  entitle  it  to  such  a 
mode  of  solution.  It  cannot,  possibly,  he  supposed 
that  the  Presir.ent  and  Senate  would  have  ad- 
mitted, by  treaty,  doobts  respecting  this  boundary, 
if  they  had  been  heard  of  for  the  first  time  through 
the  pretensions  of  the  British  plenipotentiaries  at 
Ghent. 

If  the  ari^ament  or  assertions  which  I  am  now 
noticing,  and  to  which  I  studiously  confine  myself, 
had  not  come  from  authority,  I  should  owe  some 
apology  for  these  observations.  The  history.of  ihis 
unfortunate  controversy  is  too  well  known  to  you, 
sir,  and  stands  but  too  voluminously  recorded  in 
your  department,  to  make  them  necessary  for  your 
own  information. 

The  repeated  discu«?sions  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  the  repeated  projects  for  settlement 
which  have  occupied  every  successive  administ.'a- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  sufficiently  prove  how 
unfounded  is  the  assertion  that  doubts  and  difficul- 
ties respecting  this  boundary  had  their  first  origin 
in  the  year  1814.  It  is  true  that  down  to  that  time, 
and,  indeed,  to  a  later  period,  the  local  features  of 
the  country  were  little  known,  and  the  different 
arguments  had,  in  consequence,  not  assumed  any 
definite  form;  but  sufficient  was  known  to  both  par- 
ties to  satisfy  them  of  the  impossibility  of  tracing 
strictly  the  boundary  prescribed  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783. 

I  would  refer,  in  proof  of  this,  simply  to  Ameri- 
can authorities,  and  those  of  the  very  first  order. 

In  the.vear  1802,  Mr.  Madison,  at  that  time  Sec- 
retary or  State  for  the  United  States,  in  his  in- 
structions to  Mr.  Rufus  King,  observed  that  the 
difficulty  in  fixing  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia  "arises  from  a  reference,  in  the  treaty  of 
1783,  to  highlands  which  it  is  now  found  liave  no 
-definite  existence."  And  he  suggests  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission,  to  be  jointly  appointed,  "to 
determine  on  a  point  most  proper  to  oe  substituted 
for  the  description  in  article  11  of  the  treaty  of 
1783."  Again:  Mr.  President  Jefferson,  in  a  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  on  the  I7th  October,  1803,  stated 
that  "a  further  knowledge  of  the  ground  in  the 
northeastern  and  northwestern  angles  of  the  United 
States  has  evinced  that  the  boundaries  established 
by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  between  the  British  territo- 
ries and  ours,  in  those  points,  were  too  imperfectly 
described  to  be  susceptible  of  execution." 

These  opinions  of  two  most  distinguished  Ameri- 
can statesmen  gave  rise  to  a  convention  of  boonda- 
S,  made  in  London  by  Mr.  Rufus  King  and  Lord 
awkesbury,  which,  from  other  circumstances, 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to,  was  not  rati- 
fied by  the  Senate. 

I  might  further  refer  you  on  this  subject  to  the 
report  of  Judge  Sullivan,  who  acted  as  commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States  for  settlin^the  contro- 
vert with  Great  Britain,  respecting  the  true  river 
St.  Croix,  who  says,  "the  boundary  between  Nova 
Scotia  and  Canada  was  described  by  the  King's 
proclamation  in  the  same  mode  of  expression  as 
that  used  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  Commissioners 
who  were  appointed  to  settle  that  line  have  trav- 
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ersed  the  country  in  vain  to  find  the  highlands  des- 
ignated as  the  boundary." 

With  these  known  facts,  how  can  it  possibly  be 
maintained  that  doubts  about  the  boundary  arose 
for  the  first  time  in  the  year  1 8141 

I  need  not  pursue  this  subject  further.  Indeed,  it 
wotlld  have  been  useless  to  treat  of  it  at  all,  with 
any  person  having  before  him  the  records  of  the 
diplomatic  history  of  the  two  countries  for  the  last 
half  a  century.  My  object  in  adverting  to  it  is,  to 
correct  an  error,  arising,  I  am  ready  to  believe, 
not  from  .any  intention  to  misrepresent,  but  from 
want  of  information,  and  which  seemed  to  be  suf- 
ficiently circulated  to  make  some  refutation  useful, 
toward  promoting  the  desired  friendly  and  equita- 
ble settlement  of  this  question. 

We  believe  the  position  maintained  by  us  on  the 
subject  of  thisboundarv  to  be  founded  in  justice  and 
equity;  and  we  deny  that  we  have  been  determined 
in  our  pretensions  by  policy  and  expedience.  I 
might,  perhaps,  fairly  admit  that  those  last-men- 
tioned considerations  have  prompted,  in  some 
measure,  our  perseverance  in  maintaining  them. 
The  territory  in  controversy  is  (for  that  portion  of 
it  at  least  which  is  likely  to  come  to  Great  Britain 
by  any  amicable  settlement)  as  worthless  for  any 
purposes  of  habitation-  or  cultivation  as  probably 
any  tract  of  equal  size  on  the  habitable  globe,  and 
if  it  were  not  for  the  obvious  circumstance  of  its 
connecting  the  British  North  American  provinces, 
1  believe  I  might  venture  to  say  that,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  merit  of  our  case,  we  should 
long  since  have  given  up  the  controversy,  and 
willingly  have  made  the  sacrifice  to  the  wishes  of  a 
country  with  which  it  is  so  much  our  interest,  as 
it  is  our  desire,  to  maintain  the  most  perfect  nar- 
mony  and  good  will. 

I  trust  that  this  sentiment  must  be  manifest  in  my 
unreserved  commimication  with  you  on  this  and 
all  other  subjects  connected  with  my  mission.  If  I 
have  failed  in  this  respect,  1  shall  have  ill  obeyed 
the  instructions  of  my  Government  and  the  earn- 
est dictates  of  my  personal  inclination.  Permit  me, 
sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this,  my  first  opportunity  ol 
formally  addressing  yon,  to  assure  you  unfoignedly 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  DANiEh  Webster. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  17lh  June,  1842. 

Lord  Ashburton  having  been  charged  by  the 
Q,ueen*s  Government  with  full  powers  to  negotiate 
and  settle  all  matters  in  discussion  between  the 
United  States  and  England;  and  having,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Washington,  announced  that,  in  relation  to 
the  question  of  tne  Northeastern  boundary  of  the 
IFnited  States,  he  was  authorized  to  treat  for  a  con- 
ventional line,  or  Hne  by  agreement,  on  such  terms 
and  conditions,  and  with  such  mutual  considera- 
tions and  equivalents,  as  might  be  thought  just  and 
equitable;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  enter  upon  a 
negotiation  for  sueh  conventional  line,  so  soon  as 
this  Gk)vernment  should  say  that  it  was  authorized 
and  ready  on  its  part  to  commence  such  negotia- 
tion,—the  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  has  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  his 
lordship,  by  direction  of  the  President,  that  the  un- 
deisigned  is  ready,  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  duly  authorized,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  such  conventional 
line,  or  line  by  agreement;  and  will  be  hanpy^  to 
have  an  interview  on  that  subject,  at  his  lordship's 
convenience. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occa- 
sion to  tender  to  Lord  Ashburton  assurances  of  his 
distinguished  consideration. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Lord  Ashburton,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  June  17, 1842. 
The  undersigned,  plenipotentiary  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty  on  an  extraordinary  and  special  mis- 
sion to  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor 
of  acknowledging,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  com- 
munication received  this  day  from  Mr.  Webster, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stales,  that  he  is 
ready,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  duly  au- 
thorized, in  relation  to  the  question  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States,  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  a  conventional  line,  or  line 
by  agreement,  on  9uch  terms  and  conditions,  and 
with  such  mutual  considerations  and  equivalents. 


as  might  be  thought  just  and  equitable.  And,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Webster's  invitation  to  the  under- 
signed to  fix  some  time  for  their  first  conference  up- 
on this  subject,  h0  begs  to  prupoee  to  call  on  Mr. 
Webster,  at  the  Department  of  State,  to-morrow,  at 
13  o'clock,  for  this  pumee,  should  that  time  be  per- 
fectly convenient  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Tne  under-signed  avails  himself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  assure  Mr.  Webster  of  his  distinguished 
consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daihel  Webster,  &c.,  dec,  dto. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  AshbwrUm, 

Department  OP  State, 
Washington,  June  17,  1842. 
The  Secretary  of  State  wiU  have  great  pleasure 
in  seeing  Lord  Ashburton  at  twelve  o'clock  to-mor- 
row, as  proposed  by  him. 
Lord  Ashbitrton,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Lord  Ashburton,  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Wasbinuton,  2lst  June,  1842. 

Sm:  The  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  address- 
ing me  the  17th  instant,  informed  me  that  you 
were  now  prepared  and  authorized  to  enter  with 
me  into  discussion  of  that  portion  of  the  differ- 
ences between  our  two  countries  which  relates  to 
the  Northeastern  boundary;  and  we  had,  the  follow- 
ing day,  our  first  formal  conference  for  this  pur- 
pose, with  a  view  to  consider,  in  the  first  ini^tance, 
the  best  mode  of  proceeding  to  arrive  at  what  is  so 
much  desired  by  all  parties — an  amicable,  nnd,  at 
the  same  time,  equitable  settlement  of  a  controver- 
sy, which,  witn  tn»best  intentions,  the  authorities 
of  the  two  countries,  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
have  in  vain  endeavored  to  effect. 

The  result  of  this  conference  has  been,  that  [ 
have  been  invited  by  you  to*  state,  generally,  my 
views  of  this  case,  and  of  the  expectations  of  my 
Government;  and  although  I  am  aware  that,  in  the 
ordinary  practice  of  diplomatic  intercourse,  I 
should  expose  myself  to  some  disadvantage  by  so 
doing,  I  nevertheless  do  not  hesitate  to  comply; 
premising,  only,  that  the  following  observations 
are  to  be  considered  merely  as  memoranda  for  dis- 
cussion, and  not  as  formal  propositions,  to  have 
any  binding  effect,  should  our  negotiations  have 
the  unfortunate  fate  of  the  many  which  have  prece- 
ded it,  of  ending  in  disappointment. 

I  believe  you  are  sufficiently  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  induced  me  personally  to  under- 
take this  mission.  If  the  part  which,  during  a 
long  life,  I  have  taken  in  public  affairs,  is  marked 
by  any  particular  character,  it  has  been  by 
an  earnest,  persevering  desire  to  maintain  peace, 
and  to  promote  harmony  between  our  two  coun- 
tries. My  exertions  were  unavailingly  employed 
to  prevent  the  last  unfortunate  war,  and  have  since' 
been  unremitting  in  watching  any  passing  clouds 
which  might  at  any  time  forebode  its  renewal.  On 
the  accession  to  power  of  the  present  ministers  in 
England,  perceiving  the  same  wise  and  honorable 
spirit  to  prevail  with  them,  I  could  not  resist  the 
temptation  and  the  hope  of  being  of  some  service 
to  my  country  and  to  our  common  race,  at  a  time 
of  life  when  no  other  cause  could  have  had  suffi- 
cient interest  to  draw  me  f^om  a  retirement  better 
suited  to  my  age  and  to  my  inclinations. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  have  perceived,  in  the 
course  of  my  hitherto  informal  communications 
with  you,  that  I  approach  my  duties  generally 
without  any  of  those  devices  and  manoeuvres  which 
are  supposed  (I  believe  ignorantlyjito be  the  use- 
ful tools  of  ordinary  diplomacy.  With  a  person 
of  your  penetration,  they  would  avail  as  little  as 
they  would  With  the  intelligent  piubUc  of  the  two  great 
enlightened  countries  of  whose  interests  we  are  treat- 
ing. I  know  no  other  mode  of  acting  than  open, 
plain-dealing,  and  1  therefore'  disregard,  willingly, 
all  the  disadvantage  of  compl3riDg  with  the  invi- 
tation given  me,  to  be  the  first  to  speak  on  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Eastern  boundary.  It  is  already  agreed 
that  we  abstain  from  a  continued  discussion  ot  the 
arguments  by  which  the  lines  of  the  two  countries 
are  reciprocally  maintained;  and  I  have  so  well  ob- 
served this  rule,  that  I  have  not  even  communica- 
ted to  yon  a  volume  of  additional  controversial 
matter  which  I  brought  with  me,  and  much  of 
which  would,  if  controversy  were  our  object,  be 
of  no  inconsiderable  weight  and  importance.  It 
would  be  in  the  event  only  of  the  failure  of  this 
negotiation — which  I  will  not  anticipate — ^that  we 
should  be  again  driven  into  the  laoyrinth  from 
which  it  is  our  purpose  to  escape;  and  that,  failing 
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to  inttrpret  strictly  the  words  of  the  treaty,  we 
should  he  obliged  to  search  again  into  cotempora- 
neoos  occarrence.s  and  opinions  for  priDciples  of 
constrnction  which  might  shed  light  on  the  actual 
intentions  of  the  ])arties. 

Our  success  must,  on  the  contrary,  depend  on 
the  reciprocal  admission  or  presumption  that  the 
royal  arbiter  was  so  far  right  when  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  which  others  nad  come  to  before  him, 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  was  not  executable  accord- 
ing to  its  strict  expression,  and  that  the  case  was 
therefore  one  for  agreement  by  compromise.  The 
only  point  upon  which  I  thought  it  my  duly  to  en- 
ter upon  anything  like  controversy,  is  that  referred 
to  in  my  letter  of  the  l3th  instant;  and  I  did  so  to 
rescue  my  Government  and  myself  from  an  impu- 
tation of  unworthy  motives,  and  the  charge  that 
they  had  set  up  a  claim  which  they  knew  to  be 
unfounded,  from  mere  considerations  of  policy  or 
convenience.  The  assertions  of  persons  in  my 
position,  on  subjects  connected  with  their  diploma- 
tic duties,  are  naturally  received  by  the  world  with 
some  caution;  but  I  trust  you  will  believe  me  when 
I  assure  you  that  I  should  not  be  the  person  to 
come  here  on  any  such  errand.  I  do  not  pretend, 
nor  have!  ever  thought,  the  claim  of  Great  Britain 
with  respect  to  this  boundary,  anv  more  than  the 
claim  of  America, ^o  be  unattended  wiih  difficul- 
ties. Those  claims  have  been  considered  by  im- 
partial men  of  high  authority,  and  unquestioned 
ability,  to  be  equally  so  attended;  and  therefore  it 
is  that  this  is  a  question  for  a  compromise,  and  it  is 
this  compromise  which  it  has  become  our  dutv  to 
endeavor  to  accomplish.  I  will  only  here  add  the 
most  solemn  assurance,  (which  I  would  not  lightly 
make,)  that,  afler  a  long  and  careful  consideration 
of- all  the  arguments  and  inferences,  direct  and 
ciriTuinstantiaT,  bearing  on  the  whole  of  this  iruljr 
difficult  question,  it  is  my  settled  conviction  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783,  however  imperfectly  those  intentions  may 
have  been  executed^  to  leave  to  Great  Britain,  by 
their  description  or  boundaries,  the  whole  of  the 
watfers  of  the  river  St.  John. 

The  length  of  these  preliminary  observations  re- 
quires,  perhaps,  some  apology;  but  I  now  proceed 
to  comply  with  your  application  to  me  to  state  the 
principles  and  conditions  on  which,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  this  compromise,  which  it  is  agreed  we 
should  attempt,  should  be  founded. 

A  new  boundary  is  in  fact  to  be  traced  between 
the  State  of  Maine  and  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. In  doing  this,  reference  must  be  had  to  the 
extent  and  value  of  the  territory  in  dispute;  but,  as 
a  general  principle,  we  cannot  do  better  than  keep 
in  mind  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  first 
treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  as  expressed  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  provisional  articles  in  the  following 
words:  "Whereas  reciprocal  advantages  and  mu- 
tual convenience  are  found  by  experience  to  form 
the  only  permanent  foundation  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship between  States,"  dtc.  I  have  on  a  former  oc- 
casion explained  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
the  British  Government  to  maintain  their  rights  in 
this  controversy  beyond  any  apparent  value  in  the 
object  in  dispute,  to  be  the  establishing  a  good 
boundary  between  our  two  countries,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent collision  and  dispute,  and  an  unobstructed 
communication  and  connexion  of  our  colonies  with 
each  other.  Further,  it  is  desired  to  retain  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  each  Government  respectively, 
such  inhabitants  as  have  for  a  length  of  time  been 
so  living,  and  to  whom  a  transfer  of  allegiance 
might  be  painful  or  distressing. 

These  are  shortly  the  objects  we  have  in  view, 
and  which  we  must  now  see  to  reconcile  to  a  prac- 
tical division  of  the  territory  in  dispute.  Great 
Britain  has  no  wish  of  aggrandizement  for  any  gen- 
eral purpose  of  increased  dominion,  as  you  must 
be  satisfied  by  the  liberality  with  which  I  have  pro- 
fessed mjTself  ready  to  treat  questions  of  bounda- 
ries in  other  quarters  where  no  considerations  of 
^rticular  convenience  or  fitness  occur.  I  might 
Inrther  prove  this  by  calling  your  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  of  the  land  likely  to  come  to  us  by  any 

Jiractical  settlement,  nine-tenths  parts  of  it  are,  from 
ts  position  and  quality,  wholly  worthless.  It  can 
support  no  population,  it  grows  even  little  timber 
of  value,  and  can  be  of  no  service  but  as  a  boun- 
dary, (though,  from  its  desen  nature)  a  useful  boun- 
dary for  two  distinct  Gk)vemments. 

In  considering  on  the  map  a  division  of  the  ter- 
ritory in  question,  this  remarkable  circumstance 
must  be  kept  in  mind— that  a  division  of  acres  by 
their  number  would  be  a  very  unequal  division  of  ' 


their  value.  The  Southern  portion  of  this  territory, 
the  valley  of  the  Aroostook,  is  represented  to  be 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  most  fertile  tracts  of 
land  in  this  part  of  the  continent,  capable  of  the 
highest  state  oC  cultivation,  and  covered  with  fine 
timber  while  the  Northern  portion,  with  the  excep- 
tion of^that  small  part  comprised  within  the  Mad- 
awaska  settlement,  is  of  the  miserable  description 
I  have  staled.  It  would  be  no  exaggeration  to  say, 
that  one  acre  on  the  Aroostook  would  be  of  much 
more  value  than  ten  acres  north  of  the  St.  John. 
There  would  be,  therefore,  no  equality  in  making 
a  division  of  acre  for  acre. 

But  although  I  remind  you  of  this  circumstance, 
I  do  not  call  on  you  to  act  upon  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  am  willing  that  you  should  have  the  ad- 
vantage in  this  settlement,  both  in  the  quantity  and 
the  quality  of  this  land.  All  I  wish  is  to  call  this 
fact  in  proof  of  my  assertion,  that  the  object  of 
Great  Britain  was  simply  to  claim  that  which  was 
essential  to  her,  and  would  form  a  convenient 
boundary,  and  to  leave  all  the  more  material  ad- 
vantages of  this  bargain  to  the  State  of  Maine. 

1  now  come  to  the  more  immediate  application  of 
these  principles  to  a  definitejine  of  boundary;  and 
looking  at  the  map  with  reference  to  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  Great  Britain  as  already  described,  the  line 
of  the  Si.  John  from  where  the  north  line  from 
the  St.  Croix  strikes  it,  up  to  someone  of  its  sources, 
seems  evidently  to  suit  both  parties,  with  theexcep- 
fion  which  I  shall  presently  mention.  Thisjine 
throws  the  waste  and  barren  tract  to  Great  Britain, 
and  the  rich  and  valuable  lands  to  Maine;  but  it 
makes  a  good  boundary,  one  which  avoids  collision 
and  probable  dispute;  and,  for  the  reasons  stated,  we 
should  be  satisfied  with  it,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  a  settlement  formed  on 
both  sides  of  the  St.  John,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Madawaska  up  to  that  of  the  Fish  river. 

The  history  and  circumstances  of  this  settlement 
are  well  known  to  you.  It  was  originally  formed 
from  the  French  establishments  in  Acadia,  and  has 
been  uninterruptedly  under  French  or  British 
dominion,  and  never  under  any  other  laws.  The 
inhabitants  have  professed  great  apprehension  of 
being  surrendered  by  Great  Britain,  and  have  late- 
ly sent  an  earnest  petition  to  the  Q,ueen,  depreca- 
ting that  being  done.  Further,  this  settlement  forms 
one  united  community,  all  connected  together,  and 
living  some  on  one,  and  some  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  which  forms  a  sort  of  high  road  between 
them.  It  seems  self-evident  that  no  more  inconve- 
nient line  of  boundary  could  well  be  drawn  than 
one  which  divides  in  two  an  existing  municipality, 
inconvenient  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  themselves, 
as  to  the  authorities  under  which  they  are  to  live. 
There  would  be  evident  hardship  (1  might  say  cru- 
elty) in  separating  this  now  happy  and  contented 
village,  to  say  nothing  of  the  bickerings  and  proba- 
ble collisions  likely  to  arise  from  taking  in  this 
spot  the  precise  line  of  the  river,  which  would  undep 
other  circumstances  satisfy  us.  Indeed,  I  should 
consider  that  such  a  .separation  of  these  industrious 
settlers,  by  placing  them  under  separate  laws  and 
governments,  a  most  harsh  proceeding;  and  that  we 
should  thereby  abandon  the  great  object  we  should 
have  in  view — of  the,liappiness  and  convenience  of 
the  people,  and  the  fixing  a  boundary  the  least  like- 
ly to  occasion  future  strife. 

I  dwell  on  this  circumstance  at  some  length,  in 
justification  of  the  necessity  I  am  under  of  depart- 
ing, to  this  inconsiderable  extent,  from  the  marked 
line  of  the  river  St.  John.  What  Hue  should  be 
taken  to  cover  this  difficulty,  I  shall  have  to  con- 
sider with  you;  but  I  cannot  in  any  case  abandon  the 
obviouj?  interests  of  these  people.  It  will  be  seen, 
by  an  inspection  of  the  map,  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  meet  this  difficulty  by  making  over  to  Maine  the 
northern  portion  of  this  settlement,  as  that  would 
be  giving  up  by  Great  Britain  the  immediately  ad- 
joining communications  with  Canada,  which  it 
is  her  principal  object  t^  preserve. 

These  observations  dispose  of  those  parts  of  this 
question  which  immediately  concern  the  State  of 
Maine;  but  it  may  be  well  at  the  same  time  to  state 
my  views  respecting  the  adjoining  boundarv  of 
the  Stales  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Kew 
York;  because  they  make  part  of  the  reference  to 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  were,  indeed,  the 
only  part  of  the  subject  in  dispute  upon  which  a 
distinct  decision  was  given. 

^The  question  here  at  issue  between  the  two  coun- 
tries was  as  to  the  correct  determination  of  the  par- 
allel of  latitude,  and  the  True  source  of  the  Connec- 
ticut river.    Upon  both  these  points  decisions  were 


pronounced  in  favor  of  Great  Britain;  and  I  might 
add,  that  the  case  of  America,  as  matter  of  right, 
was  but  feebly  and  doubiingly  supported  by  her 
own  authorities.  I  am,  nevertheless,  disposed  to 
surrender  the  whole  of  this  case,  if  we  should  suc- 
ceed in  settling,  as  proposed,  the  boundary  of 
Maine.  There  is  a  point  or  two  in  this  Hue  of 
bount^ry  where  I  may  have  to  consider,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  surveyors  acquainted  with  the  lo- 
calities, the  convenience  of  the  resident  settlers;  as, 
also,  wnat  line  may  best  suit  the  immediate  country 
at  the  head  of  the  Connecticut  river;  but,  substan- 
tially, the  Government  of  America  shall  be  satis- 
fied, and  this  point  be  yielded  to  them. 

This  concession,  con.*idered  with  reference  to  the 
value  of  the  land  ceded,  which  is  generally  report- 
ed to  be  fertile,  and  contains  a  position  at  Rouse's 
Point  much  coveted  in  the  course  of  the  controver- 
sy, would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  con- 
sidered of  considerable  iinportance.  The  conces- 
sion will,  however,  be  made  by  Great  Britain  with- 
out reluctance,  not  only  to  mark  the  liberal  and 
conciliatory  spirit  by  which  it  is  desired  to  distin- 
guish thesQ  negotiations,  but  because  the  case  is,  in 
some  respects,  analogous  to  that  of  the  Madawas- 
ka settlement,  before  considered.  It  is  believed 
that  the  scalers  on  the  narrow  strip,  which  would 
be  transferred  to  Great  Britain  by  rectifying  the 
45th  parallel  of  latitude,  which  was  formerly  in- 
correctly laid  down,  are  principally  from  the'Uni- 
ted  States;  and  that  their  opinions  and  habits  in- 
cline them  to  give  a  preference  to  that  form  of 
government  under  which,  before  the  discovery  of 
the  error  in  question,  they  supposed  themselves  to 
be  living.  It  cannot  be  desired  by  her  Majesty  to 
acquire  any  addition  of  territory  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, whatever  may  be  the  weight  of  her 
rights;  but  it  will  be  observed  that  the  same  argu- 
ment applies  almost  exactly  to  the  Madawaska  set- 
tlement, and  justifies  the' reservation  1  am  there 
obliged  to  make.  In  these  days,  the  convenience 
and  happiness  of  the  people  to  be  governed  will 
ever  be  the  chief  guide  in  transactions  of  this  de- 
scription between  such  Governments  as  those  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

Before  quitting  this  subject,  I  would  observe  that 
it  is  rumored  that  Major  Graham,  in  his  late  survey 
in  Maine,  reports  some  deviation  from  the  true 
north  of  the  line  from  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix  to- 
ward the  St.  John.  I  would  here  also  propose  to 
abide  by  the  old  line  long  established,  and  from 
which  the  deviation  by  Major  Graham  is,  1  am 
told,  inconsiderable,  without  at  all  doubling  the  ac- 
curacy and  good  faith  of  that  very  distinguished 
officer. 

In  stating  the  important  concessions  1  am  pre- 
pared to  make  on  a  final  settlemenl  of  these  boun- 
daries, I  am  sensible  that  concessions  to  one  State 
of  this  Union  are, not  always  to  be  made  available 
for  the  satisfaction  of  any  other;  but  you  are  aware 
ihat  I  am  treating  with  the  United  States,  and  that 
fo'r  a  long  line  of  important  boundaries;  and  that  I 
could  not  presume  to  enter  on  the  question  how 
this  settlement  might  operate  on,  or  be  in  any 
way  compensated  to  the  diflerent-  States  of  the  Con- 
federacy. I  should,  however,  add  my  unfeigned  be- 
lief that  what  I  have  proposed  will  appear  reason-' 
able  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  Slate  of 
Maine,  considered  singly.  That  the  proposition,  ta- 
ken as  a  whole,  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  country 
at  large,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt. 

I  abstain  from  noticing  here  the  boundaries  fur- 
ther west,  which  I  am  prepared  to  consider  and  to  set- 
tle, because  they  seem  to  form  part  of  a  case  which 
it  will  be  more  convenient  to  treat  separately. 

In  the  course  of  these  di*;cnssions,  much  anxie- 
ty has  been  expressed  that  Maine  should  be  assur- 
ed ol  some  means  of  communication  by  the  St. 
John,  more  especially  for  the  conveyance  of  her 
lumber.  This  subject  I  am  very  willing  to  con- 
sider, being  sensible  of  the  great  importance  of  it  to 
that  State,  and  that  the  friendly  and  peaceful  rela- 
tions between  neighboring  countries  cannot  be  bet- 
ter secured  than  by  reciprocally  providing  for  all 
their  wants  and  interests.  Lumber  must  for  many 
years  be  the  principal  produce  of  the  extensive 
valley  of  the  Aroostook  and  of  the  southern  bor- 
ders of  the  St.  John;  and  it  is  evident  that  this  ar- 
ticle of  trade,  being  worth  anything,  must  mainly 
depend  upon  its  having  access  to  tne  sea  through 
that  river.  It  is  further  evident,  that  there  can  be 
no  such  access  under  any  arrangement  otherwise 
than  by  the  consent  of  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. It  is  my  wish  to  seek  an  early  opportunity 
of  consideriog,  with  some  person  well  acquainted 
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with  the  commerce  of  that  country,  what  can  be 
done  to  give  it  the  greatest  possible  freedom  and 
extent,  without  trenching  too  much  on  the  fiscal 
regulations  of  the  two  countries.  Bur,  in  the  mean 
time,  in  order  to  meet  at  once  the  urgent  wants 
and  wishes  of  Maine  in  this  respect,  I  would  en- 
gage that,  on  the  final  settlement  of  these  differ- 
ences, all  lumber  and  produce  of  the  forest  of  the 
tributary^  waters  of  the  St.  John  shall  be  received 
freely  without  duty,  and  dealt  with  m  everv  re 
spect  like  the  same  articles  of  New  Brunswick.  I 
-  cannot  now  say  positively  whether  I  may  be  able 
to  go  further;  but  this  seems  to  me  what  is  princi- 
pally required.  Suggestions  have  at  times  been 
thrown  out,  of  making  the  port  and  river  of  St.  John 
free  to  the  two  countries;  but  I  think  you  will  be 
.sensible  that  this  could  not  be  done  without  some 
reciprocity  for  the  trade  of  St.  John  in  ports  of  the 
United  States;  and  that,  in  endeavoring  to  regulate 
this,  we  should  be  embarking  in  an  intricate  ques- 
tion, much  and  often  discussed  between  the  two 
countries.  It  cannot  also  fail  to  occur  to  you,  that 
joint  rights  in  the  same  harbors  and  waters  must 
t>e  a  fruitful  source  of  dissension,  and  that  it  be- 
hooves us  to  be  careful  not  to  sow  the  seeds  of  fu- 
ture difference};  in  the  settlement  of  those  of  our 
own  day. 

I  have  now  stated,  as  I  was  desired  to  do,  my 
views  of  the  terms  on  which  it  appears  to  me  that 
this  settlement  may  be  made.  It  must  be  sufficiently 
evident  that  I  have  not  treated  the  subjecwin  the  or- 
dinary form  of  a  bargain,  where  the  party  making 
the  proposal  leaves  hiniself  something  to  give  up. 
The  case  would  not  admit  of  this,  even  if  I  could 
bring  myself  so  to  act.  It  would  have  been  useless 
for  me  to  ask  what  I  know  could  not  be  yielded ; 
and  I  can  unfeignedly  say  that,  even  if  your  vigi- 
lance did  not  forbid  me  to  expect  to  gain  any  un- 
due advantage  over  you,  I  should  have  no  wish  to 
do  so.  The  treaty  we  have  to  make  will  be  sub- 
jected to  the  scrutiny  of  a  jealous  and  criticising 
public;  and  it  would  ill  answer  its  main  purpose  of 
ppoducing  and  perpetuating  harmony  and  good 
will,  if  its  provisions  were  not  considered  by  good 
and  reasonable  men  to  make  a  just  and  equitable 
settlement  of  this  long-continued  controversy. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  conclude  with  the  assurance 
of  mv  distinguished  consideration, 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

&c.,  &c.,  &c., 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburlon. 
Department  op  State, 
Washineiton,  July  8,  1842. 

Mt  Lord  :  Your  notes  of  the  l3th  and  21st  of 
Jnne  were  duly  received. 

In  the  first  of  these  yoa  correctly  say  that,  in  our 
conferences  on  the  lx>undary  Question,  we  have 
both  been  of  opinion  that  no  advantage  would  be 
gained  by  resorting  at  this  time  to  the  discussion  at 
length  of  the  grounds  on  which  each  party  con- 
siders its  claim  of  right  to  rest.  At  the  same  time, 
you  deem  it  expedient,  nevertheless,  to  offer  some 
observations  calculated,  in  your  judgment,  to  repel 
a  supposed  allegation,  or  suggestion,  that  this  con- 
troversy only  began  in  1814;  that,  up  to  that  period, 
the  American  claim  was  undisputed;  and  that  the 
English  claim,  as  now  set  forth,  is  founded  merely 
in  motives  of  interest.  Nothinof  is  more  natural 
than  that  your  Lordship  should  desire  to  repel  an 
imputation  which  would  impeach  the  sincerity  and 
good  faith  of  your  Government,  and  all  the  weight 
which  justice  and  candor  require  is  given  to  your 
Lordshtp*s  observations  in  inis  respect.  It  is  not 
my  purpose,  nor  do.  I  conceive  it  pertinent  to  the 
occasion,  to  go  into  any  consideration  Of  the  facts 
and  reasonings  presented  by  yon,  to  show  the  good 
faith  and  sincerity  of  England  in  the  claim  asserted 
by  her.  Any  such  discussion  would  be  a  departure 
from  the  question  of  right  now  subsisting  between 
the  two  Governments,  and  would  be  more  especially 
unfit  for  an  occasion  in  which  the  parties  are  ap- 
proaching each  other  in  a  friendly  spirit,  with  the 
hope  of  terminating  the  controversy  by  agreement. 
Following  your  llordship's  example,  however,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say  that  few  questions  have 
ever  arisen  under  this  Government  in  regard  lo 
which  a  stronger  or  more  general  conviction  was 
felt  that^the  country  was  in  the  right,  than  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Northeastern  boundary.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  Governments  and  people 
of  the  States  more  directly  interested,  whose  opm- 
ions  may  be  supposed  capable  of  bias,  both  Houses 
gf  Congress,  after  full  and  repeated  consideration, 


have  affirmed  the  validity  of  the  American  claim, 
by  a  unanimity  experienced  on  verv  few  other  sub- 
jects; and  the  general  judgment  of  the  whole  people 
seems  to  be  the  same  way.  Abstaining  from  all 
historical  facts,  all  contemporaneous  expositions, 
and  all  external  arguments  and  circumstances,  I 
will  venture  to  present  lo  your  Lordship  a  very 
condensed  view  of  the  reasons  which  produce  iH 
this  country  the  conviction  that  a  boundary  line 
may  be  ascertained,  run,  and  delineated  with  pre- 
cision, under  and  according  to  the  words  of  the 
stipulation  in  the  treat v  of  1783;  that  no  doubt  can 
be  raised  by  any  part  oiihat  stipulation,  which  other 

{>arts  of  it  do  not  remove  or  explain;  and  that  a 
ine  so  run  would  include  all  that  the  united  States 
claim.  This  view  is  presented  by  a  series  of  short 
propositions. 

1.  The  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  is  the 
thing  to  be  sought  for  and  found. 

2.  That  angle  is  to  be  ascertained  by  running  a 
line  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river 
till  that  line  reaches  the  highlands;  and  where  such 
north  line  intersects  the  highlands,  there  is  the 
angle;  and  thence  the  line  is  \<f  run  along  the  said 
highlands;  which  saidhi^hl^nds  divide thase  rivers 
which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The 
angle  required,  therefore,  is  an  angle  made  by  the 
intersection  of  a  due-north  line  with  highlands, 
from  one  slope  of  which  theriversempiv  themselves 
into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  from  tne  other  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean. 

3.  Supposing;  it  to  be  matter  of  doubt  whether  the 
St.  John  and  the  Ristigouch  are  rivers  falling  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  in  the  sense  of  the  treaty, 
then  the  rule  of  just  interpretation  is,  that  if  one  ele- 
ment or  one  part  in  the  description  be  uncertain,  it 
is  to  be  explained  by  others  which  are  certain,  if 
there  be  such  others.  Now,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to 
the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  St.  Lawrence.  They 
are  certain;  and  to  their  sources  the  north  line  is  to 
run.  since  at  their  sources  the  highlands  required 
by  the  treaty  do  certainly  exist.  And  departing, 
for  a  moment,  from  the  rule  just  prescribea  lo  my- 
self, I  will  remind  your  Lordship  that  the  joint  com- 
missioners and  agents  of  the  two  Governments  in 
1817,  in  giving  the  surveyors  instructions  for  find- 
ing th^se  highlands,  directed  them,  in  terms,  to  pro- 
ceed upon  a  due-north  line  "till  they  should  arrive 
at  some  one  of  the  streams  connected  with  the  river 
St.  Lawrence;"  and  then  to  explore  the  highlands 
from  that  point  to  the  northwestern  most  head  of 
Connecticut  river.  It  is  indisputable  that  a  line 
run  according  to  these  instructions,  thus  given  by 
the  commissioners  and  agents  of  both  Governments, 
would  give  to  the  United  States  all  that  they  have 
at  any  time  claimed. 

4.  it  is  certain  that,  by  the  treaty,  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  the  head  of  the 

*St.  Croix,  is  to  be  a  due-north  and  south  line.  And 
it  is  equally  certain  that  this  line  is  to  run  north 
till  it  reaches  highlands,  from  whose  northern 
watershed  the  rivers  flow  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. 

5.  These  two  things  being— one  mathematically, 
and  the  other  physically— certain  in  themselves,  and 
capable  of  being  precisely  marked  and  delineated, 
explain  or  control  the  uncertainly,  if  there  be  uncer- 
tainty, in  the  other  part  or  element  of  the  descrij^- 
lion. 

6.  The  British  argument,  assuming  that  the  Bay 
of  Fundy,  and  more  especially  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs, 
are  not  the  Atlantic  ocean,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  treaty,  insist<<  that  the  rivers  flowing  into  these 
bays  are  not,  therefore,  in  the  sense  of  the  treaty, 
rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantic;  and  therefore  the 
highlands  lo  which  the  United  Slates  claim  have 
not  that  southern  or  eastern  watershed  which  the 
treaty  calls  for;  and  as  it  is  agreed,  nevertheless, 
that  we  must  somewhere  find  highlands,  and  go  to 
them,  whose  northern  wafers  run  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence, the  conclusion  is,  that  the  different  parts  of 
the  description  in  the  treaty  do  not  cohere,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  treaty  cannot  be  executed. 

7.  Our  answQjr  to  this,  as  is  obvious  from  what 
has  already  been  said,  is  twofold. 

First,  w  hai  may  be  doubtful  in  itself,  may  be 
made  certain  by  otner  things  which  are  certain: 
and  inasmuch  as  the  treaty  does  certainly  demand 
a  due-north  line,  and  does  certainly  demand  the 
extension  of  that  line  to  highlands  from  whose 
northern  sides  the  rivers  flow  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  thence  two  clear  requirements  make  it 
plain  that  the  parties  to  the  treaty  considered,  in 
fact,  the  rivers  flowing  .from  the  south  or  east  of 


the  said  highlands  to  be  rivers  falling  inio  the  At- 
lantic ocean;  because  they  have  placed  the  St.  Law- 
rence rivers  and  the  Atlantic  rivers  in  contradis- 
tinction to  each  other,  as  rivers  running  in  oppo- 
posite  directions,  but  with  their  sources  in  the  same 
nighlands.  Rivers  fed  from  these  highland  foun- 
tains, running  north  or  northwest,  are  rivers 
emptying  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence;  and 
rivers  arising  from  the  same  fountains,  and  run- 
ning in  an  opposite  direction,  seem  to  be  as  clearly 
meant  to  be  designated  by  the  character  of  Atlantic 
rivers.  And,  as  strongly  corroborating  this  view 
of  the  subject,  allow  me  to  ddl  your  liordship's  at- 
tention to  two  facts. 

1.  The  coast  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  Penob- 
scot river  northeasterly,  and  the  western  shore  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  (which  is  but  a  continuation  of 
the  coa.st,  and  is  in  a  line  with  it,)  is  very  nearly 
parallel  to  the  course  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
through  the  same  latitudes.  This  is  obvious  from 
the  map. 

2.  The  rivers  which,  from  their  sources  in  the 
same  ridge,  flow  respectively  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  even  into 
the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  run  with  remarkable  unformi- 
ty  in  directions  almost  exactly  opposite,  as  if 
hastening  away  from  a  common  origin  to  their 
different  destinations  by  the  shortest  course.  The 
only  considerable  exception  to  this,  isthd  northern 
sweep  of  the  upper  part  o^  the  St.  John;  but  the 
smaller  streams  flowing  into  this  part  of  that  river 
from  the  west  still  strictly  obey  the  general  rule- 
Now  if,  from  a  certain  general  line  on  the  face 

of  the  country,  or  as  delineated  on  the  map,  rivers 
are  found  flowing  away  in  opposite  directions, 
however  strongly  it  may  be  asserted  that  the 
mountains  or  eminences  are  but  isolated  eleva- 
tions, it  is  nevertheless  absolutely  certain  that  such 
a  line  does  in  fact  define  a  ridge  of  highlands 
which  turns  the  waters  both  ways. 

And,  as  the  commissioners  in  1783  had  the  map 
before  them;  as  they  saw  the  parallelism  of  the  sea- 
coast  and  the  course  of  the  St.  Lawrence:  as  they 
saw  rivers  rising  from  a  common  line,  and  running 
some  north  or  northwest,  the  others  south  or  south- 
east; and  as  they  speak  of  some  of  these  rivers  as 
emptying  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
and  ofthe  others  falling  into  the  Atlantic  ocean; 
and  as  they  make  no  tkird'class, — is  there  a  reasona- 
ble doubt  in  which  class  they  intended  to  compre- 
hend all  the  rivers  running  in  a  direction  from 
the  St.  Lawrence,  whether  falling  immediately,  or 
only  ultimately,  into  the  Atlantic  ocean? 

If  there  be  nothing  incoherent  or  inconsequen- 
tial in  this  chain  of  remarks,  it  will  satisfy  your 
Lordship,  1  trust,  that  it  is  not  without  reason  that 
American  opinion  has  settled  firmly  in  the  con- 
viction of  the  rights  of  the  American  side  of  the 
question;  and  I  forbear  from  going  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  mass  of  other  arguments  and 
proofs,  for  the  same  reasons  which  restrain  your 
Lordship  from  entering  into  an  extended  discussion 
ofthe  question,  as  well  as  because  your  Lordship 
will  have  ah  opportunity  of  perusing  a  paper  ad- 
dressed lo  me  oy  the  commissioners  of  Maine, 
which  strongly  presents  the  subject  on  oilier 
grounds  and  in  other  lights. 

I  am  now  to  consider  your  Lordship's  note  of  the 
21st  June.  Before  entering  upon  this,  I  have  the 
President's  instructions  to  say  that  he  fully  appre- 
ciates the  motives  which  finduced  your  Lordship, 
Eersonally,  to  undertake  your  present  mission;  that 
e  is  quite  aware  that  your  public  life  has  been  dis- 
tinguished by  efforts  to  maintain  peace  and  har- 
mony between  the  two  countries;  that  he  quite  well 
recollects  that  your  exertions  were  employed  to 
prevent  the  late  war,  and  that  he  doubts  not  the  sin- 
cerity of  your  declaration  that  nothing  could  have 
drawn  you  from  your  retirement,  and  induced  you 
to  engage  in  your  present  undertaking,  but  the  hope 
of  being  of  service  to  your  country,  and  to  our 
common  race.  And  I  have  the  utmost  pleasure, 
my  Lord,  in  acknowledging  the  frankness,  candor, 
and  plain  dealing,  which  have  characterized  your 
ofllcial  intercourse  with  this  Grovemment;  nor  am 
I  permitted  or  inclined  to  entertain  any  doubi  of 
your  Lordship's  entire  conviction,  as  expressed  by 
yourself,  as  to  the  merits  of  this  controversy  and 
the  difficulties  of  the  case.  The  question  before 
us  is,  whether  these  confident  opinions,  on  boili 
sides,  of  the  righiful  nature  and  just  strength  ot 
our  respective  claims,  will  permit  us,  while  a  de- 
sire to  preserve  harmony,  and  a  disposition  to  yield 
liberally  to  mutual  eonveniente,  so  strongly  incite 


8 


CONGBESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


^  US,  to  come  together  and  to  unite  on  aline  by  agree- 
ment. 

it  appears  to  be  yoar  Lordship'5  opinion  that  the 
line  Of  the  8t.  John,  from  the  pomt  where  the 
north; line  from  the  St.  Croix  strikes  that  river,  up 
to  some  one  of  its  soarces,  evidently  suits  botn 
parties-^wiA  tit.  exception,  however,  of  that  part  of 
the  IMids^Tmska  settlement  which  is  on  the  south 
-Me  of  the  St.  John,  which  you  propose  should 
be  ineloded  wiihiaMhe  British  territory.  That,  as 
a  line  by  agreement,  the  St.  John  for  some  distance 
upwards  from  its  intersection  by  the  line  running 
north -from  the  St.  Croix,  woula  be  a  very  conve- 
nient boundary  for  the  two  parties,  is  readily  admit- 
ted: but  it  i5t  a  very  important  question  how  far  up, 
ana  10  which  of  the  sources  of  this  river,  this  line 
should  extend.  Above  Madawaska  the  course  of 
the  river  turns  to  the  south,  and,  stretching  away  to- 
wards the  sources  of  the  Penobscot,  leaves  far  to 
the  north  the  line  of  communication  between  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada.  That  line  departs  from 
the  St.  John  altogether  near  Madawaska,  and,  keep- 
ing principally  upon  the  leA  or  north  bank  of  the 
Maaawabka,  and  proceeding  by  way  of  the  Temis- 
couata  lake,  reaches  the  St.  Lawrence  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  du  Loup. 

There  are,  then,  two  important  subjects  for  con- 
sideration. 

First.  Whether  the  United  States  can  agree  to 
cede,  relinquish,  or  cease  to  claim,  any  part  of  the 
territory  west  of  the  north  line  from  the  St.  Croix 
and  south  of  the  St.  John.  And  I  think  it  but 
candid  to  say,  at  once,  that  we  see  insurmountable 
objections  to  adroittins;  the  line  to  come  south  ol 
the  river.  Your  Lordship's  observations  upon  the 
propriety  oi  preserving  the  unity  of  the  Madawas- 
ka settlement  are,  in  a  great  measure,  just,  and 
altogether  founded,  I  doubt  not,  in  entirely  good 
motives.  They  savor  of  humanity  and  a  kind 
regard  to  the  interests  and  feelings  of  individuals. 
But  the  difficulties  seem  insuperable.  The  river, 
as  your  Lordship  remarks,  seems  a  natural  bounda- 
ry, and,  in  this  part  of  it,  to  run  in  a  convenient 
direction.  It  is  a  line  always  clear  and  indispu- 
table. If  we  depart  from  it,  where  shall  we  nnd 
another  boundary  equally  natural,  equally  clear, 
and  conforming  to  the  same  General  course  1  A 
departure  from  the  line  of  the  river,  moreover, 
would  open  new  questions  about  equivalents,  which 
it  would  probably  be  found  impracticable  to  settle. 
If  your  Lordship  were  at  liberty,  (as  I  understand 
you  not  to  be,)  to  cede  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory, commonly  called  the  stnp,  lying  east  of  the 
north  line,  and  west  of  the  St.  John,  considera- 
tions might  be  found  in  such  a  cession,  possibly  for 
some  new  demarcation  west  of  the  north  line  and 
south  of  the  river ;  but,  in  the  present  posture  of 
thines.  I  cannot  hold  out  the  expectation  to  your 
Lordsnip  that  anjrthing  south  of  the  river  can  ^be 
yielded. 

And,  perhaps,  the  inconvenience  to  the  settlers 
on  the  southern  bank,  of  making  the  river  the 
boundary,  are  less  considerable  than  your  Lordship 
supposes.  These  settlers  are  scattered  along  a 
considerable  extent,  very  likely  soon  to  connect 
themselves  with  whomsoever  may  come  to  live  near 
them;  and  though  of  different  origin,  and  some  dif- 
ference of  religion,  not  likely,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
greatly  dissiimlar  Ttom  other  borderers  occupying 
the  neighboring  territory,  their  rights  of  property 
would,  of  course,  be  all  preserved,  both  oiinneri- 
tanee  and  alienation;  and  if  some  of  them  should 
choose  to  retain  the  social  and  political  relations 
under  which  they  now  are,  their  removal,  for  that 
purpose,  to  the  north  bank,  drawing  after  it  no 
loss  of  property,  or  of  means  of  subsistence,  would 
not  be  a  great  hardship.  Your  Lordship  suggests 
the  inconvenience  of  dividing  a  municipality  by  a 
line  of  national  boundary;  and  certainly  there  is 
force  in  the  observation;  but  if,  departing  from  the 
river,  we  were  to  establish,  to  the  south  of  it,  an 
artificial  line  upon  the  land,  there  might  be  points 
on  such  line  at  which  people  would  live  in  num- 
bers on  both  sides;  and  a  more  mathematical  line 
might  thus  divide  villages,  while  it  divided  na- 
tions. The  experience  of  the  world,  and  our  own 
experience,  show  the  propriety  of  making  rivers 
boundaries  whenever  tneir  courses  suit  the  gene- 
ral object;  for  the  same  reason  that,  in  other  cases 
to  which  they  are  applioable,  mountain  ranges,  or 
ridges  of  highlands,  are  adopted  for  the  same  pur- 
pose; these  last  being,  perhaps,  still  more  conve- 
nient lines  of  division  than  rivers,  being  equally 
clear  and  prominent  objects,  and  the  population  of 
neighboring   countries  bordering  on  a  mountain 


line  of  separation  being  usually  thin  and  incon- 
siderable on  either  side.  Rivers  and  inland  waters 
constitute  the  boundary  between  the  United  States 
arid  the  territories  of  her  Majesty  for  some  thou- 
sands of  miles  westward  from  the  place  where  the 
45th  degree  of  north  latitude  intersects  the  St.  Law- 
rence; and  along  this  line,  though  occasional  irregu- 
larities and  outbreaks  have  taken  place,  (always  by 
the  agency  and  instigation  of  agitators  and  lawless 
men,  friends  of  neither  country,)  yet  it  is  clear  that 
no  better  demarcation  of  limits  could  be  made. 
And  at  the  northeast,  along  the  space  through 
which  the  St.  Croix  constitutes  the  line  of  separa- 
tion, controversies  and  conflicts  are  not  heard  of ; 
but  similarity  of  language,  character,  and  pursuits, 
and  mutual  respect  for  the  rights  of  eacn  other, 
preserve  the  general  peace. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lord,  feeling  that  there  may 
be  inconvenience,  and  perhaps  a  small  degree  of 
hardship,  I  yet  cannot  admit  that  there  is  any 
cruelty  in  separating  the  Madawaska  setilers  south 
of  the  St.  John,  so  far  as  political  relations  are 
concerned,  from  their  neighbors  on  the  north  of 
that  river.  .In  the  present  state  of  society  and  of 
peace  which  exists  between  the  two  countries,  the 
severance  of.political  relations  needs  not  to  dis- 
turb social  ana  family  intercourse;  while  high  con- 
siderations, affecting  both  the  present  and  the  fu- 
ture, seem  to  me  to  require  that,  following  natural 
indications,  we  adhere  to  the  St.  John,  in  this  part 
of  its  course,  as  the  line  of  division. 

The  next  question  is,  how  far  upward  this  bound- 
ary ought  to  be  observed,  and  along  which  of  its 
branches.  This  question  would  be  easily  settled,  if 
what  may  be  called  the  main  branch  ol  the  river, 
in  this  part  of  it,  differing  from  the  general  char- 
acter of  rivers  in  this  region  of  country,  did  not 
make  a  sudden  turn.  But  if  we  consider  the  main 
branch  of  the  St.  John— that  which  has  been  re- 
cently usually  so  denominated— your  Lordship  ob- 
serves that,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Madawaska,  it 
turns  almost  at  right  angles  and  pushes  its  sources 
toward  those  of  the  Penooscot.  Contiguity  and 
compactness  of  territory  can  hardly  be  preserved 
by  following  a  stream  which  makes  not  occa- 
sional windings,  but  at  once  so  great  a  deflection 
from  its  previous  course.  The  Madawaska  is 
one  of  its  oranches,  or  principal  sources,  and,  as 
the  map  shows,  is  very  much  a  continuance  of  the 
line  of  the  principal  river  from  the  Great  Falls  up- 
ward. The  natural  course  would,  therefore,  seem 
to  be  to  continue  along  this  branch. 

We  understand,  and,  indeed,  collect  from  your 
Lordship's  note,  thai,  with  whatever  opinion  of 
her  right  to  the  disputed  territory,  England,  in  as- 
serting it,  has  principally  in  view  to  maintain,  on 
her  own  soil,  her  accustomed  line  of  communica- 
tion between  Canada  and  New  Brunswick.  We 
acknowledge  the  general  justice  and  propriety  of 
this  object;  and  agree  at  once  that,  with  suitable 
equivalents,  a  conventional  line  ought  to  be  such  • 
as  to  secure  it  to  England.  The  question,  there- 
fore, simply  is,  what  line  will  secure  it? 

The  common  communication  between  the  prov- 
inces follows  the  course  of  the  St.  John  from  the 
Great  Falls  to  the  mouth  of  the  Madawaska,  and 
then, not  turning  away  to  the  south  with  the  course 
of  the  main  stream,  identifies  itself  with  that  of  the 
Madawaska,  going  along  with  it  to  the  Temis- 
couata  lakes,  thence  along  those  lakes,  and  so 
across  the  highlands,  to  streams  running  into  the 
St.  Lawrence.  And  this  line  of  communication 
we  are  willing  to  agree  shall  hereafler  be  within 
acknowledged  British  territory,  upon  such  condi- 
tions and  considerations  as  may  be  assented  to. 
The  Madawaska  and  the  forementioned  lakes 
might  conveniently  constitute  the  boundary'.  But 
I  believe  it  is  true  that,  in  some  part  of  the  dis- 
tance, above  the  mouth  of  the  Madawaska,  it 
has  been  found  convenient  to  establish  the  course 
of  communication  on  the  south  bank  of  that 
river.  This  consideration  may  be  important 
enough  to  justify  a  departure  from  what  would 
otherwise  be  desirable,  and  the  running  of  the 
line  at  some  distance  south  of  the  Madawaska, 
observing  natural  monuments  where  it  may  be* 
practicable,  and  thus  leaving  the  whole  valley  of 
the  Madawaska  on  the  British  side. 

The  United  States,  theretore,  upon  the  adjust- 
ment of  proper  equivalents,  would  not  object  to  a 
line  of  boundary  which  should  begin  at  the  middle 
of  the  main  channel  of  the  river  St.  John,  where 
that  river  is  intersected  by  a  due-north  line  ex- 
tended from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix;  thence  pro- 
ceeding westerly,  by  the  middle  of  the  main  chan- 


nel of  that  river,  to  a  point  three  miles  westerly  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Madawaska;  thence  by  a  straight 
line  to  the  outlet  of  Long  Lake;  thence  westerly  by 
a  direct  line,  to  the  point  where  the  r  i  ver  St.  Francis 
empties  itself  into  ine  lake  called  Pohenagomook; 
thence  continuing  in  the  same  direct  line  to  the 
highlands  which  divide  the  waters  falling  into  the 
river  du  Loup  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river 
St.  Francis.  Having  thus  arrived  at  the  high- 
lands, I  shall  be  ready  to  confer  on  the  correct  man- 
ner of  following  them  to  the  noithwestemmo'^ 
head  of  the  Connecticut  river. 

Such  a  line  as  has  been  now  described  would  se- 
cure to  England  a  free  intercourse  between  Canada 
and  New  Brunswick:  and,  with  the  navigation  of 
the  St.  John  yielded  to  the  United  States,  would 
appear  to  meet  the  wants  of  all  parties.  Your  Lord- 
ship's proposition  in  regard  to  the  navigation  is  re- 
ceivecl  as  just,  and  as  constituting,  so  tar  as  it  may 
go,  a  natural  equivalent.  Probably  the  use  of  the 
river  for  thp  transportation  of  the  products  of  the 
forest,  grown  on  ine  American  side  of  the  line, 
wouldbe  equally  advantageous  to  both  parties;  and, 
therefore,  in  granting  it,  no  sacrifice  of  British  in- 
terest would  be  incurred.  A  conviction  of  this,  to- 
gether with  their  confidence  in  the  validity  of  their 
own  claim,  is  very  likely  to  lead  the  two  States  im- 
mediately concerned  to  consider  their  relinquish- 
ment of  the  lands  north  of  the  line  much  in  the 
light  of  a  mere  cession.  It  need  not  be  denied  that, 
to  secure  this  privilege,  and  to  have  a  right  to  enjoy 
it,  free  from  tax,  toll,  or  other  liability  or  inability, 
is  an  object  of  considerable  importance  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Maine. 

Your  Lordship  intimates  that,  as  a  part  of  the 
general  arrangement  of  boundaries,  England  would 
be  willing  to  surrender  to  the  United  States  Rouse's 
Point,  and  all  the  territory  heretofore  supposed  to 
be  within  the  boundaries  of  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, and  New  York,  but  which  a  correct  ascer- 
tainment of  the  forty-fifth  parallel  of  north  latitude 
shows  to  be  included  within  the  British  line.  This 
concession  is,  no  doubt,  of  some  value.  If  made, 
its  benefits  would  enure  partly  to  these  three  States, 
and  partly  to  the  United  States,  and  none  of  it  to 
the  particular  interests  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 
If  regarded,  therefore,  as  a  part  of  the  equivalent 
for  the  manner  of  adjusting  the  Nonheastern 
boundary,  these  two  last-mentioned  States  would, 
perhaos,  expect  that  the  value,  if  it  could  be  ascer- 
tained, should  be  paid  to  them.  On  this  point  fur- 
ther consideration  may  be  necessary. 

If,  in  other  respects,  we  should  be  able  to  agree 
on  a  boundary,  the  points  which  you  refer  to,  con- 
nected with  the  ascertainment  of*^  the  head  of  the 
Connecticut,  will  be  attended  to;  and  Captain  Tal- 
cott,  who  made  the  exploration  in  that  quarter,  will 
be  ready  to  communicate  the  result  of  his  observa- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  distinguished  consid- 
eration, your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  WEBSTER. 

Lord  Ashburton,  &c.,  &c.,  dec. 

Lord  Askburtan  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  July  11,  1842. 

Sir:  I  lose  no  time  in  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  the  note  you  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  me 
on  the  8th  inst.;  and  1  beg,  in  the  first  place,  to  say 
that  I  am  duly  sensible  of  the  assurance  you  give 
me  that  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  appreci- 
ate the  motives  which  induced  my  present  mission, 
and  am  much  flattered  by  your  recognition  of  the 
candor  and  frankness  which  have  hiuierto  marked 
our  intercourse. 

I  had  hoped  that  we  bad  escaped,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, Irom  a  return  to  the  endless  and  fruitless  ar- 
gument-on  hhe  general  question* of  the  rights  of  our 
respective  Governments  in  the  matter  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary. 

li  seemed  to  have  been  decided  by  so  many  high 
and  com^fetent  authorities  that  the  precise  geograph- 
ical point,  so  long  looked  for,  was  not  to  be  found, 
that  it  necessarily  followed  that  any  hope  of  seUle- 
ment  must  rest  upon  an  amicable  compromise. 

The  arrival  here  of  commissioners  from  Maine 
and  Massachusetts,  and  the  admitted  disposition  of 
the  two  Governments,  have  given  the  public  a  very 
general  expectation  that  this  compromise  might  at 
last  be  eflfecled;  and  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  ex- 
pressing my  regret  that  the  note  now  before  me, 
and  the  paper  from  the  gentlemen  from  Maine,  ad- 
dressed to  you,  which  accompanied  it,  should  have 
contained  so  much  of  a  renewal  of  the  old  contro- 
versy, and  should  not  have  been  confined  to  the 
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simple  qnestion  whether  we  could  or  could  not 
agree  to  terms  of  settlement.  If  the  observations 
contained  in  my  note  of  the  13th  nltimo  have 
given  rise  to  these  consequences,  1  much  regret  it; 
and  I  would  now  pass  over  all  these  more  than 
useless  discussions,  and  proceed  at  once  to  notice 
the  proposals  vou  make,  if  I  were  not  apprehensive 
that  my  so  doing  might  be  construed  into  some 
want  of  respect  for  tne  parties  from  whom  these 
observations  have  proceeded. 

I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  bring  within  a  nar- 
row compass  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject;  and 
the  more  so,  because,  with  all  deference  to  you,  sir, 
I  may  add,  that  there  is  little  in  these  arguments 
that  is  new,  or  that  has  not  been  often  advanced 
and  refuted  during  the  many  past  years  of  contro- 
versy. 

I  should  except  from  this  want  of  novelty  the 
position,  to  me  entirely  new,  advanced  by  the  com- 
missioners from  Maine — that  the  northwest  ang.le 
of  Nova  Scotia,  (which  is,  as  you  express  it,  "Uie 
thing  to  be  sought  for  and  found,")  was  at  the  head 
of  the  Madawaska  river,  which  river,  it  is  main- 
tained by  a  long  argument,  supported  by  authori- 
ties and  maps,  was  always  considered  as  the  real 
St.  John;  ana  this  is  stated  to  justify  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed bv  the  old  Congress,  in  1779,  that  this  north- 
west angle  was  at  the  source  of  the  St.  John. 

Giving  all  possible  consideration  to  this  appar- 
ently new  discovery,  I  cannot  say  that  it  appears 
well  founded.  Looking  at  Mitch elVs  map,  (tne  use 
of  which  by  the  negotiators  of  the  peace  of  1783 
has  been  always  so  much  relied  upon  on  the  part 
of  America,)  there  is  nothing  more  clearly  marVed 
than  the  great  distinct  channel  of  the  upper  St.  John; 
and  it  seems  hardly  possible  that  the  negotiators  or 
the  Congress  should  have  made  the  supposed  mis- 
take. 

Bat,  supposing  this  hypothesis  were  well  found- 
ed, the  xemiscouata  lake  is,  then,  now  to  be  this 
long  lost  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  What  becomes, 
then,  of  the  point  so  long  contended  for  by  Maine, 
between  the  Metis  and  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the 
Rt&tagoachel  These  points  must  be  about  fidy 
miles  apart.  Both  cannot  be  true;  and  if  it  be  main- 
tained (as  I  rather  collect  it  to  be,  from  the  paper  of 
the  Maine  commissioners)  that  the  point  at  the  Me- 
tis is  the  true  boundary,  as  being  the  point  stricken 
by  the  north  line,  though  the  other  be  the  true  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  there  is  at  least  an  ena 
of  the  whole  argument,  resting  upon  this  northwest 
angle  being,  as  stated  by  you,  "the  thing  to  be 
sought  for  and  found." 

If  this  new  discovery  leads  us  to  no  other  infer- 
ence, we  can  hardly  fail  to  derive  from  it  the  con- 
viction that  all  the  ingenuity  applied  to  unravel 
this  mystery  leaves  us  equally  in  the  dark;  and 
that  it  is  not  without  reason  that  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  so  many  persons,  afler  careful  examina- 
tion, that  this  boundary  is  not  susceptible  of  settle- 
ment according  to  the  precise  words  of  the  treaty. 

This  decision  has  been  come  to  by  Mr.  Madison, 
in  I80a  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1803;  by  Judge  Sullivan, 
about  the  same  time;  by  the  arbiter,  in  1831;  and  it 
has  been  acted  upon  by  nearly  every  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  Stales  during  the  controversy, 
from  that  time  to  this;  for  although,  in  a  case  in 
dispute,  each  party,  during  the  dispute,  endeavors 
10  nold  his  own,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  Secretary 
of  State,  or  any  President  of  the  United  States,  has 
ever  treated  this  sul^ect  otherwise  than^as  one  at- 
tended by  that  degree  of  uncertainty  that  it  could 
only  be  solved  by  an  arbiter,  or  by  a  compromise. 
I  would  appeal  to  your  candor,  sir,  to  say  whether, 
at  this  time,  and  under  these  circumstances,  it  is 
fair  to  speak  of  this  disputed  territory  as  belcnging 
indisputably  to  one  party,  and  to  be  yielded  by  way 
of  concession,  and  for  equivalents,  to  the 'other. 
Any  convention  I  may  sign  must  be  for  a  division 
of  that  which  is  in  doubt  and  dispute.  With  any 
arrangements  between  the  State  of  Maine  and  the 
Cieneral  Government,  I  have  nothing  to  do;  and  if 
(which  God  forbid !)  our  endeavors  at  an  amicable 
compromise  should  at  last  fail,  I  must  hold  that 
Great  Britain  retains  her  right,  at  least  equal  to 
that  ef  the  Unked  States,  to  every  part  of  the  terri- 
tory in  dispute,  until,  by  a  renewed  reference,  or 
by  the  skill  of  some  more  fortunate  negotiator,  this 
difference  may  be  brought  to  a  close. 

I  have  now  only  to  add  a  few  observations  upon 
the  arguments  contained  in  your  own  note. 

Some  stress  is  laid  upon  the  fact  that  the  joint 
commissioners  of  the  two  Governments  in  1817 
directed  the  surveyors  to  run  the  north  line  from 
the  St.  Croix  until  it  met  waters  running  into  the 


St.  Lawrence.  The  lines  to  be  run  were  to  ascer- 
tain the  geographical  facts  of  the  case.  No  pro- 
ceeding could  be  more  proper.  The  claims  ot  the 
two  parties  varied;  and  it  was  natural  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  a  line  should  be  run  north  to  the  ex- 
tent claimed  oy  either  party ;  where  that  line  would 
reach,  and  what  highlands  or  streams  it  might 
strike,  was  unknown;  so  much  so,  that  Mr.  Gallatin, 
in  his  letter  from  Ghent,  mentioned  in  my  note 
of  the  13th  nltimo,  expressed  his  doubts  on  this 
subject.  His  prediction  turned  out  to  be  true.  The 
point  where  the  line  strikes  the  Metis  was  a  point 
not  fulfilling  the  words  of  the  treaty.  It  did  not 
divide  the  waters  as  desired,  unless  the  bay  of  Cba- 
leurs  and  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  are  considered 
to  answer  the  description  of  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
Mr.  Gallatin  was  sensible  of  this,  and  intimates 
that,  if  this  fact  created  doubt,  the  lands  about  the 
Risiagouche  mi^htbegivenup.  But  he  forgets  that, 
in  giving  up  this  territory,  ne  gives  np  bis  argu- 
ment; for  he  maintains,  in  opposition  to  the  British 
line  of  boundary,  that  it  does  not  continuously  and 
in  all  its  parts  divide  the  waters  as  required  by  the 
treaty.  The  American  line  was  in  this  'respect 
equally  deficient:  and  it  is  useless,  therefore,  here 
to  consider  whetner  it  would  have  been  preferable 
to  the  British  line,  if  it  had  divided  the  waters  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  the  St.  John. 
To  make  even  a  plausible  case  for  the  American 
line,  both  the  St.  John  and  the  Ristagouche  must 
be  held  to  be  rivers  emptying  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  The  royal  arbiter  says  it  would  be  kazard- 
Otis  so  to  class  them.  I  believe  that,  whatever  ar- 
gument might  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  St.  John, 
connected  with  the  distinctions  with  which  it  was 
mentioned  in  the  treaty,  to  consider  the  Ristagouche 
as  flowing  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  would  be  more 
than  hazardous — it  wonld  be  most  absurd. 

At  all  events,  I  would  submit  to  you  that  no  in- 
ference could  be  drawn  from  the  commissioners  in 
1817  having  ordered  a  north  line  to  be  run;  the 
same  commissioners,  afler  drawing  the  line,  hav- 
ing disagreed  as  to  any  conclusions  from  it. 

I  am  rather  surprised  that  an  inspection  of  the 
map  should  lead  us  to  such  different  views  of  the 
course  of  the  rivers  and  of  the  coast,  as  stated  by 
you.  I  find  that  the  upper  St.  John  and  the  Rista- 
gouche, so  far  from  cutting  at  right  angles  the  par- 
allel lines  of  the  coast  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  as 
you  say,  run  in  their  main  course  nearly  parallel 
with  them.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  fact  is  import- 
ant, although  it  seems  connected  with  your  argu- 
ment. 

My  inspection  of  these  maps,  and  my  examina- 
tion of  the  documents,  lead  me  to  a  very  strong  con- 
viction that  the  highlands  contemplated  by  the  ne- 
gotiators of  the  treaty  were  the  only  highlands  then 
known  to  them  at  the  head  of  the  Penobscot,  Ken- 
nebec, and  the  rivers  west  of  the  St.  Croix;  and  that 
they  did  not  precisely  know  how  the  north  line 
from  the  St.  Croftc  wouldstrike  them;  and  if  it  were 
not  my  wish  to  shorten  this  discussion,  I  believe  a 
very  good  argument  might  be  drawn  from  the 
words  of  the  treaty  in  proof  of  this.  In  the  negoti- 
ations with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  afterwards  with 
Mr.  McLane,  this  view  seemed  to  prevail;  and,  as 
you  are  aware,  there  were  proposals  to  search  for 
these  highlands  to  the  west,  where,  alone,  I  believe 
they  will  be  found  to  answer  perfectly  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  treaty.  If  this  question  should  unfortu  • 
nately  go  to  a  further  reference,  I  should  by  no 
means  despair  of  finding  some  confirmation  of^  this 
view  of  the  case. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  close  what  1  have  to  say  on  the 
controversial  part  of  this  question.  I  should  not 
have  treated orit  at  all, but  from  respect  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Maine,  whose  arguments  you  con- 
veyed to  me;  and  I  shall  certainly  not  renew  it, 
unless  called  upon  by  you  to  do  so.  Our  imme- 
diate business  is  with  the  compromise  of  what  is 
not  otherwise  to  be  settled;  and  argument  and  con- 
troversy, fe^r  from  assii^ting  to  that  end,  have  more 
generally  a  tendency  to  irritate  and  excite. 

Referring,  then,  to  our  more  immediate  subject 
of  a  line  by  agreement,  I  deeply  regret,  on  reading 
your  observations  and  proposals,  that  we  are  yet  so 
"far  asunder.  I  always  thought  this  part  of  our  duty 
better  performed  by  conference  than  by  correspond- 
ence; unless,  indeed,  we  had  the  misfortune  not  to 
be  able  ultimately  to  agree;  in  which  case,  it  would 
certainly  be  necessary  that  our  two  countries  should 
see  clearly  on  paper'how  ne.irly  we  had  approach- 
ed to  each  other,  and  on  whom  the  blame  at  last 
rested  of  leaving  unsettled  a  question  involving 
such  serious  consequences.    I  wonld  still  recom- 


mend this  course  of  personal  discussion  and  con- 
ference; but,  in  the  meantime,  I  proceed  lo  notice 
the  proposals  and  observations  contained  in  your 
note. 

It  is  sufficiently  explained,  in  my  plan  for  a  set- 
tlement, why  I  was  anxious  not  lo  divide  in  two 
parts,  by  any  new  line  olf  boundary,  the  Madawas- 
ka  settlements;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  infor-  • 
mation  1  have  since  received,  both  as  to  local  cir- 
cumstances and  the  anxiety  of  the  peopljs  them- 
selves, tends  strongly  to  confirm  my  impressions. 
At  the  same  time,  you  will  have  seen  tnat  I  was 
sensible  that  some  good  reason  should  be  assigned 
why  we  should  not  be  satisfied  with  what  you  justly 
term  the  otherwise  perfect  boundary  of  the  St. 
John.  In  your  reply,  you  recognise  the  difficulties 
of  the  case,  and  do  Justice  to  our  motives;  but  you 
state  distinctly,  on  the  part  of  your  Government, 
that  you  can  consent  to  no  line  which  should  bring 
us  over  the  St.  John,  without  some  equivalent  of  ter- 
ritory to  be  found  out  of  the  limits  of  that  part 
which  is  in  dispute;  and  you  refer  more  particular- 
ly to  a  certain  narrow  strip  lying  between  the 
north  line  and  the  river.  This  strip  I  have  no 
power  to  give  up;  and  I  beg  to  add,  that  the  reflisal 
of  my  Government  is  founded  simply  on  their  ob- 
jection to  dispose  arbitrarily  of  tne  persons  and 
property  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  living  by  prefer- 
ence under  her  authority— an  objection  which,  you 
are  sensible,  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  part  of  Niew  Brunswick. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  other  equivalents  which  I 
had  ofiered,  c^iatatSed  with  the  sense  entertained 
by  the  Gove«fment  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  press- 
ing importance  of  the  case  on  the  ground  of  human- 
ity, would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  purpose  I  so 
anxiously  desired;  but,  perceiving  from  your  note,  as 
well  as  from  personal  conversation,  that  concession 
on  this  point  is  insisted  upon,  I  might  be  disposed  to 
consider  whether  my  anxious  desire  to  arrive  at  a 
friendly  settlement  would  not  justify  me  in  yield- 
ing, however  reluctantly,  it  the  latter  part  of  your 
Proposal  did  not,  if  finally  persevered  in,  foibid  all 
ope  of  any  settlement  whatever. 
The  boundary  you  propose,  supposing  the  British 
territory  not  to  come  over  the  St.  John,  is  to  run 
from  the  north  side  of  that  river,  three  miles  above 
its  junction  with  the  Madawaska,  over  an  arbitrary 
line,  which  my  map  does  not  exactly  permit  me 
to  follow,  until  it  reaches  somewhere  the  St.  Fran- 
cis. I  need  not  examine  this  line  in  its  precise  de- 
tails, because  I  am  obliged  frankly  to  state  that  it 
isinadmisMble.  I  think  1  might,  sir,  fairly  appeal 
to  your  candid  judgment  to  say  whether  this  is  a 
proposition  <lf  conciliation — whether,  afler  all  an- 
tecedent discussions  on  this  subject,  it  could  be  rea- 
sonably expected  that,  whatever  might  be  the  anx- 
iety of  my  Government  for  a  friendly  settlement,  I 
could  be  found  with  power  to  accede  to  such  terms. 
I  need  not  observe  to  you  that  this  would  give  to 
Great  Britain  less  than  the  award  of  the  arbiter, 
while  at  the  same  time  she  would  be  called  upon  to 
give  up  what  the  arbiter  awarded  to  her;  ana,  if  I 
do  not  mistake  you,  the  floatage  of  the  lumber  of 
Maine  down  the  St.  John  is  also  expected  to  be 
surrendered. 

1  must  beg  to  say  that  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count for  such  a  proposal.  Your  own  principle  of 
maintaining  the  great  river  as  the  best  boundary  is 
aband(Jned;  an  arbitrary  line  is  drawn  which  no- 
body ever  suggested  before;  and  I  can  only  suppose 
this  course  to  be  dictated  by  that  general  assump- 
tion that,  notwithstanding  all  former  admissions  and 
decisions  to  the  contrary,  this  territory,  said  to  be 
in  dispute,  in  truth,  belongs  lo  one  party,  to  be  doled 
out  as  a  lavor  to  the  other — an  a.ssumption  which 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  admitted,  and  which  yon, 
sir,  with  the  records  of  your  office  before  yoo,*will 
hardly  maintain. 

The  position  in  which  this  negotiation  now 
stands,  seems  to  prove  what  I  have  before  ventured 
to  advance — that  it  woald  have  a  better  chance  of 
success  by  conference  than  by  corr^pondence;  at 
all  events,  that  we  should  sooner  arrive  at  ascer- 
taining what  we  can  or  cannot  do.  Slow,  unneces- 
sarily slow,  our  progress  has  hitherto  been;  and  the 
public  seem,  somehow  or  other,  to  have  become 
informed  that  there  are  differences.  I  hope,  when 
we  come  to  discuss  them,  that  they  will  prove  less 
serious  than  they  are  supposed  to  be;  but  it  is  very 
desirable  that  doubts  and  distrusts  should  be  set  at 
rest,  and  that  public  credit  and  the  transactions  of 
commerce  should  suffer  the  least  possible  disturb- 
ance. For  although,  should  this  negotiation  un- 
fortunately fail,  it  will  be  our  duty  immediately  to 
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place  it  in  some  new  coarse  of  farther  reference,  it 
is  not  to  be  disguised  that  such  a  result  must  be 
productive  of  considerable  public  anxiety  and  dis- 
appointment. 

What  I  have  said  with 'respect  to  the  case  of  the 
Madawaska  settlements,  will,  I  trust,  sufficiently 
prove  my  disposition  to  approach  such  a  discussion 
with  the  true  spirit  of  conciliation:  and  I  trust  you 
wilfpermit  me  to  express  a  hope  that  it  will  be  met 
with  a  corresponding  feeling. 

Before  concluding,  I  wish  to  add  a  few  words  re- 
specting the  line  of  the  St.  John  to  one  of  its  sour-  - 
ces,  and  the  navigation  for  certain  purposes  of 
that  river.  It  may  be  true  that  the  district  between 
the  St.  John  and  the  highlands  west  of  the  St.  Fran- 
cis may  be  of  some  extent;  but  your  own  surveyors 
will  confirm  to  you  that  it  is  of  very  little  value 
either  for  cultivation  or  timber.  Is  it  reasonable 
that,  In  the  division  of  an  object  in  dispute,  its  in- 
trinsic value  should  be  wholly  disregarded,  and  its 
size  or  extent  be  alone  considered? 

I  would  further  suggest  for  your  consideration, 
whether,  supposing  the  division  by  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  to  be  admitted  to  satisfy  fairly  the  equi- 
ty of  the  case  between  the  parties,  what  is  proposed 
to  be  added  by  Great  Britam,  viz.  the  strip  on  the 
45th  parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  use  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  St.  John,  be  not  an  ample  compensa- 
tion for  what  we  ask  in  return,  viz.  that  bar- 
ren strip  above  the  upper  St.  John,  which  is  want- 
ed for  no  other  purpose  than  as  a  boundary,  for 
which  purpose  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  to  be  most 
convenient. 

The  right  to  use  the  St.  John  for  floating  down 
the  lumber  of  Maine  on  the  same  terms  as  the  river 
is  used  by  the  Clueen's  subjects,  is  now  treated  as 
a  matter  of  light  importance.  This  is  not  uncom- 
mon when  a  concession  of  any  kind  is  about  to  be 
yielded;  but  I  beg  to  remind  you  that  this  was  not 
formerly  so  considered.  It  has  been  repeatedly  so- 
licited, and  invariably  refused;  and  no  minister  of 
Great  Britain  has  before  been  permitted  to  connect 
this  concession  with  the  settlement  ^f  the  boundary. 
It  is  considered  by  my  Government  as  a  very  im- 
portant concession.  I  am  sure  that  it  must  be  con- 
sidered by  all  persons  in  Maine  connected  with  the 
lumber  trade,  as  not  only  valuable,  but  indispensa- 
ble; and  I  am  compelled  to  add,  that  I  am  eropow-. 
ered  to  allow  this  privilege  only  in  the  event  of  a 
settlement  of  the  boundary  on  satisfactory  terms. 
It  is  said,  in  the  memorandum  of  the  Maine  com- 
missioners, that  this  conceded  navigation  will  be  as 
useful  to  ine  town  of  St.  John  as  to  the  lumberers 
of  Maine;  but  it  will  not  escape  you  that,  even  if 
this  be  so,  it  is  a  concession  neces5ary  to  give  any 
value  whatever  to  so  bulky  an  article  as  lumber, 
which,  being  not  otherwise  disposable,  would  bear 
any  reasonable  toll  which  the  provincial  authori- 
ties of  New  Brunswick  might  think  it  expedient 
to  levy  upon  ii.  Further,  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  timber,  once  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John, 
will  have  the  privilege  of  reaching  the  British  as 
well  as  other  market?;  and,  lastly,  that  it  is  a  very 
different  thing  to  hold  a  privilege  of  this  important 
descripiiom  by  right,  or  by  mere  sufferance,  to  be 
granted  or  withheld  at  pleasure. 

I  have  to  apologize  tor  entering  into  these  details 
in  treating  of  the  great  question  with  which  we 
are  occupied,  but  they  seemed  called  for  by  obser- 
vations contained  in  the  paper  you  sent  me. 

I  be^,  sir,  you  will  be  assured  of  my  unfeigned 
and  distinguished  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webotbp,  &c.,  dec,  &c. 

Lord  AsIiMirlon  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washinoton,  July  16, 1842. 

Sra:  There  is  a  further  question  of  disputed 
boundary  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  called  the  Northwest  boundary,  about  which 
we  have  had  some  conferences;  and  I  now  proceed 
to  state  the  terms  which  I  am  ready  to  agree  to  for 
the  settlement  of  this  difference.  As  the  principal 
object  in  dispute  is  to  be  given  up  by  Great  Britain, 
I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  here  again  recognise  the 
spirit  of  friendly  conciliation  which  has  guided  my 
Government  in  disposing  of  these  questions. 

I  have  already  sufficiently  discussed  wiih  you  the 
boundaries  between  her  Majesty's  provinces  and 
the  United  States,  from  the  monument  at  the  head 
ot  the  river  St.  Croix  to  the  monument  on  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  near  the  village  of  St.  Regis. 

The  commissioners  under  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent  succeeded  in  continuing  this 
Donndary  from  St.  Regis,  through  the  St.  Lawrence 


and  the  great  Northern  lakes,  up  to  a  point  in  the 
channel  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Supe- 
rior. 

A  further  continuation  of  this  boundary,  from 
this  point,  through  Lake  Superior,  to  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  was  confided  to  the  same  commission- 
ers, under  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent;  but  they  were,  unfortunately,  unable  to 
agree,  and  have  consequently  left  this  portion  of 
the  boundary  undetermined.  Its  final  settlement 
has  been  much  desired  by  both  Governments,  and 
urgently  pressed  by  communications  from  Mr. 
Secretary  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox,  in  1839  and  1840. 

What  I  have  now  to  propose  cannot,  I  feel  as- 
sured, be  otherwise  than  satisfactory  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  commissioners  who  failed  in  their  endeav- 
ors to  make  this  settlement  differed  on  two  points: 

First,  as  to  the  appropriation  of  an  island  called 
St.  George's  island,  lying  in  the  water  communica- 
tion between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior; 
and. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  boundary  through  the  water 
communications  from  Lake  "Superior  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods. 

The  first  point  I  am  ready  to  give  up  to  you,  and 
you  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  it  is  the  only  object 
of  any  real  value  in  this  controversy.  The  island 
of  St.'  George's  is  reported  to  contain  25,920  acres 
of  very  fertile  land;  but,  the  other  things  connected 
with  these  t)oundaries  being  satisfactorily  arranged, 
a  line  shall  be  drawn  so  as  to  throw  this  island 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

In  considering  the  second  point,  it  really  appears 
of  little  importance  to  either  party  how  the  line  be 
determined  through  the  wild  country  between 
Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  but  it 
is  important  that  some  line  should  be  fixed  and 
known. 

The  American  commissioner  asked  for  the  line 
from  Lake  Superior,  up  the  river  Kamanastiguia, 
to  the  lake  called  Dog  lake,  which  he  supposed  to 
be  the  same  as  that  called  Long  lake  in  the  treaties; 
thence  through  Sturgeon  lake  to  the  Lac  la  Pluie, 
to  that  point  where  the  two  lines  assumed  by  the 
commissioners  again  meet. 

The  British  commissioner,  on  the  other  hand, 
contended  for  a  line  from  ine  southwestern  ex- 
tremity, at  a  point  called  le  Fond  du  Lac,  to  the 
middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  estuary  or  lake  of  St. 
Louis  river;  thence  up  that  river,  through  Vermil- 
ion river,  to  Lac  la  Plnie. 

Attempts  were  made  to  compromise  these  dif- 
ferences; but  they  failed,  apparently  more  from 
neither  parly  being  willing  to  give  up  the  island  of 
St.  George's,  than  from  much  importance  being  at- 
tached to  any  other  part  of  the  case. 

Upon  the  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  both  commissioner* agreed  to  aban- 
don their  respective  claims,  and  to  adopt  a  middle 
course,  for  wnich  the  American  commissioner  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  some  ground  of  preference. 
This  was  from  Pigeon  river,  a  point  between 
Kamanastiguia  and  tne  Fonddu  Lac;  and  although 
there  were  diff'»rences  as  to  the  precise  point  near 
the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  where  the  line  should 
begin,  neither  parly  seeped  to  have  attached  much 
importance  to  this  part  of  the  subject. 

I  would  propose  that  the  line  be  taken  from  a 
point  about  six  miles  south  of  Pigeon  river,  where 
the  grand  portage  commences  on  the  lake,  and  con- 
tinued along  the  line  of  said  portage,  alternately  by 
land  and  water,  to  Lac  la  Pluie— the  existing 
route  by  land  and  by  water  remaining  common  to 
both  parties.  This  line  has  the  advantage  of  be- 
ing known,  and  attended  with  no  doubt  or  uncer- 
tainty in  running  it. 

In  making  the  important  concession,  on  this 
boundary,  of  the  Isle  of  St.  George,  I  must  attach 
a  condition  to  it  of  accommodation,  which  experi- 
ence has  proved  to  be  necessary  in  the  navigation 
of  the  great  waters  which  bound  the  two  countries — 
an  accommodation  which  can,  I  apprehend,  be  no 

Eossible  inconvenience  to  either.  This  was  nsked 
y  the  British  commissioner,  in  the  course  of  the 
attempts  of  compromise  above  alluded  to;  but  no- 
thing was  done,  oecause  he  was  not  then  prepared, 
as  I  am  now,  to  yield  the  property  and  sovereignty 
of  St.  George's  island. 

The  first  of  these  two  cases  is  at  the  head  of 
Lake  St.  Clair,  where  the  river  of  that  name  emp- 
ties into  it  from  Lake  Huron.  It  is  represented, 
that  the  channel  bordering  the  United  Slates  coast 
in  this  part  is  not  only  the  best  for  navigation,  but, 
with  some  winds,  is  the  only  serviceable  passage. 


I  do  not  know  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the 
passage  of  a  British  vessel  would  be  refused;  bat, 
on  a  final  settlement  of  boundaries,  it  is  desirable 
to  stipulate  for  what  the  commissioners  would 
probably  have  settled,  had  the  facts  been  known  to. 
them. 

The  other  case,  of  nearly  the  same  description, 
occurs  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  some  miles  above  the 
boundary  at  St.  Regis.  In  distributing  the  islands 
of  the  river  by  the  commissioners,  Barnhart's  isl- 
and and  the  Long  Sault  islands  were  assigned  to 
America.  This  part  of  the  river  has  very  fcrmida- 
ble  rapids;  and  tne  only  safe  passage  is  on  the 
southern  or  American  side,  between  those  islands 
and  the  main  land.  We  want  a  clause  in  our 
present  treaty  to  say  that  for  a  short  distance,  viz: 
from  the  upper  end  of  upper  Long  Sault  island  to 
the  lower  end  of  Barnhart's  island,  the  several 
channels  of  the  river  shall  be  used  in  common  by 
the  boatmen  of  the  two  countries. 

I  am  not  aware  that  these  very  reasonable  de- 
mands are  likely  to  meet  with  anv  objection;  espe- 
cially where  the  United  States  .will  have  surrender- 
ed to  them  all  that  is  essential  in  the  boundary  1 
have  now  to  propose  to  you. 

I  beg  you  will  be  assured,  sir,  of  my  unfeigned 
and  distinguished  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

&c.,  &c.,  6ic. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburlon. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  27,  1842. 

My  Lord:  I  have  now  to  propose  to  your  Lord- 
ship a  line  of  division,  embracing  the  disputed 
portions  of  the  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and 
the  Canadas,  with  its  considerations  and  equiva- 
lents, such  a«5  conforms,  I  believe,  in  substance,  to 
the  resuli  of  the  many  conferences  and  discussions 
which  have  taken  place  between  us. 

The  acknowledged  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  England  join  upon  each  other  from  the 
Atlantic  ocean  to  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Rocky 
mountains — a  distance  of  more  than  three  thousand 
miles.  From  the  ocean  to  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix,  the  line  of  division  has  been  ascertained 
and  fixed  by  agreement;  from  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix  to  a  point  near  St.  Regis,  on  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  it  may  be  considered  as  unsettled,  or 
controverted;  from  this  last-mentioned  point,  along 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  through  the  lakes,  it  is  set- 
tled, until  it  reaches  the  water  communication  be- 
tween Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior.  At  this 
point  the  commissioners  imder  the  7th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent  found  a  subject  of  disagree- 
ment which  they  could  not  overcome,  in  deciding 
up  which  branch  or  channel  the  line  should  pro- 
ceed, till  it  should  reach  a  point  in  the  middle  of  St. 
Mary's  river,  about  one  mile  above  St.  George's,  or 
Sugar  island. 

From  the  middle  of  the  water  communication  be- 
tween the  two  lakes,  at  the  point  last  mentioned, 
the  commissioners  extended  the  line  through  the  re- 
maining part  of  that  water  communication,  and 
across  Lake  Superior,  to  a  point  north  of  lie  R03'- 
ale;  but  they  could  not  agree  in  what  direction  the 
line  should  run  from  this  last-mentioned  point,  nor 
where  it  should  leave  Lake  Superior,  nor  how  it 
should  be  extended  to  the  Rainy  Lake,  or  Lac  la 
Pluie.  From  this  last- mentioned  lake,  tht^y  agreed 
on  the  line  to  the  northwestern  most  point  of  the 
L^keof  the  Woods,  which  they  found  to  be  in  laii- 
tude  49  deg.  23  min.  55  sec.  The  line  extends,  ac- 
cording to  existing  treaties,  due  sonth  from  this 
point  to  the  49ih  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  by 
that  parallel  to  the  Rocky  mountains. 

Not  being  able  to  agree  upon  the  whole  line,  the 
commissioners  under  the  7ih  article  did  not  make 
any  joint  report  to  their  rcvspeciive  Governments. 
So  far  asthey  agreed  on  any  part  of  the  line,  that 
part  has  been  considered  settled;  but  it  may  be  well 
to  give  validity  to  these  portions  of  the  line  by  a 
treaty. 

To  complete  the  boundary  line,  therefore,  and  to 
remove  all  doubts  and  disputes,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  two  Governments  to  come  to  an  agreement  on 
three  points: 

1st.  What  shall  be  the  line  on  the  northeastern 
and  northern  limits  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
St.  Croix  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  This  is  by  far  the 
most  important  and  difficult  of  the  subjects,  and  in- 
volves tne  principal  questions  of  equivalents  and 
I    compensations. 
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2d.  What  shall  be  the  course  of  the  boundary 
from  the  point  where  the  commissioners  under  the 
6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  terminated  their 
labors— to  wit:  a  point  in  the  Neebish  channel,  near 
Maddylake,  in  the  water  communication  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  to  a  point  in  the 
middle  of  St.  Mary's  river,  one  mile  aoove  Sugar 
island.  This  question  is  important,  as  it  involves 
the  ownership  of  that  island. 

3d.  What  shall  be  the  line  from  the  point  north 
of  He  Royale,  in  Lake  Superior^  to  which  the  com- 
missioners of  the  two  Governments  arrived,  by 
agreement,  to  the  Rainy  Lake;  and  also  to  confirm 
those  parts  of  the  line  to  which  the  said  commis- 
sioners agreed. 

Besides  agreeing  upon  the  line  of  division  through 
these  controverted  portions  of  the  boundary,  you 
have  suggested  also,  as  the  proposed  settlement  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  ground  of  compromise  and  equiv- 
alents, that  hosLls  belonging  to  her  Majesty's  sab- 
jects  may  pass  the  falls  Of  the  Long  Sauli  in  the  St. 
Lawrence,  on  either  side  of  the  Long  Sault  islands; 
and  that  the  passage  between  the  islands  lying  at  or 
near  the  junction  of  the  river  St.  Clair,  with  the 
lake  of  that  name,  shall  be  severallv  free  and  open  I 
to  the  vessels  of  both  countries.  There  appears  no 
reasonable  objection  to  what  is  requested  in  these 
particulars;  and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  it 
is  desirable  that  their  vessels,  proceeding  from 
Lake  Erie  into  the  Detroit  river,  should  have  the 
privilege  of  passing  between  Bois  Blanc,  an  island 
belonging  to  England,  and  the  Canadian  shore— the 
deeper  and  better  channel  being  on  that  side. 

The  line,  then,  now  proposed  to  be  agreed  to, 
may  be  thus  described: 

Beginning  at  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix,  as  desiepfiated  and  agreed  to  by  the 
commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1794,  between  the  Governments  of  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Britain;  thence,  north,  following 
the  exploring  line  run  and  marked  by  the  surveyors 
pf  the  two  Governments  in  the  years'l817  and  1818, 
under  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  its 
intersection  with  the  river  St.  John,  and  to  the  mid- 
dle* of  the  channel  thereof;  thence,  up  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  river  St.  John,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  St.  Francis;  thence,  up  the  mid- 
dle of  the  channel  of  the  said  river  St.  Francis,  and 
of  the  lakes  through  which  it  flows,  to  the  outlet  of 
the  Lake  Pohenagamook;  thence,  southwesterly,  in 
a  straight  line,  to  a  point  on  the  northwest  branch 
of  the  river  St.  John,  which  point  shall  be  ten 
miles  distant  from  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  John, 
in  a  straight  line,  and  in  the  nearest  direction;  bm 
if  the  said  point  shall  be  found  to  be  less  than  seven 
miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  summit  or  crest 
of  the  highlands  thai:  divide  those  rivers  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  river  St.  John,  then  the 
said  point  shall  be  made  to  recede  down  the  said 
river  to  a  point  seven  miles,  in  a  straight  line,  from 
the  said  summit  or  crest;  thence,  in  a  straight  line, 
in  a  course  about  south  eight  degrees  west,  to  the 
point  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  46  deg.  25 
min  north  intersects  the  southwest  branch  of  the 
St.  John;  thence,  southerly,  by  the  said  branch,  to 
the  source  thereof  in  the  highlands  at  the  Metjar- 
mette  portage;  thence,  down  along  the  said  high- 
lands which  divide  the  waters  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which 
fell  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  head  of  Hall's 
stream;  thence,  down  the  middle  of  said  stream, 
till  the  line  tnus  run  intersects  the  old  line  of 
boundary  surveyed  and  marked  by  Valentine  and 
Collins  previously  to  the  year  1774  as  the  forty- 
fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  which  has  been 
known  and  understood  to  be  the  line  of  actual  di- 
vision between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont, on  one  side,  and  the  British  |province  of 
Canada  on  the  other;  and  from  said  pomt  of  inter- 
section, west,  along  the  said  dividing  line,  as  here- 
tofore known  and  understood,  to  the  Iroquois  or  St. 
Lawrence  river;  and  from  the  place  where  the  joint 
commissioners  terminated  their  labors,  under  the 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  wit:  at  a 
point  in  the  Neebish  channel,  near  Muddy  lake,  the 
fine  shall  run  into  and  along  the  ship  channel  be- 
tween St.  Joseph's  and  St.  Tammany  islands,  to  the 
division  of  the  channel  at  or  near  the  head  of  St. 
Joseph's  island;  thence,  turning  eastwardly  and 
northwardly,  around  the  lower  end  of  St.  George's, 
or  Sugar  island,  and  following  the  middle  of  the 
channel  which  divides  St.  George's  from  St.  Jo- 
seph's island;  thence,  up  the  east  Neebish  channel, 
nearest  to  St.  George's  island,  through  the  middle 


of  Lake  George;  thence,  west  of  Jonas  island,  into 
St.  Mary's  river,  to  a  point  in  the  middle  of  that 
river,  about  one  mile  above  St.  George's,  or  Sugar 
island,  so  as  to  appropriate  and  assign  the  said 
island  to  the  United  States;  thence,  adopting  the  line 
traced  on  the  maps  by  the  commissionei;;;,  through 
the  river  St.  Mary  and  Lake  Superior,  to  a  point 
north  of  He  Royale,  in  said  lake,  one  hundred  yards 
to  the  north  and  east  of  He  Chapeau,  which  last- 
mentioned  island  lies  near  the  northeastern  point 
of  He  Royale,  where  the  line  marked  by  the  com- 
missioners terminates;  and  from  the  last-mentioned 
point,  southwesterly,  through  the  middle  of  the 
sound  .between  He  Royale  and  the  northwestern 
main  land,  to  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river;  and  up 
the  said  river,  to  and  through  the  north  and  soutn 
Fowl  lakes,  to  the  lakes  of  the  height  of  land  be- 
tween Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
thence,  along  the  water  communication,  to  Lake 
Saisaginaga,  and  through  that  lake;  thence,  to  and 
through  Cypress  lake,  Lac  du  Bois  Blanc,  Lac  la 
Croix,  Little  Vermillion  lake,  and  Lake  Namecan, 
and  through  the  several  smaller  lakes,  straits,  or 
streams,  connecting  the  lakes  here  mentioned  to 
that  point  in  Lac  la  Pluie,  or  Rainy  Lake,  at  the 
Chaudiere  falls,  from  which  the  commissioners 
traced  the  line,  to  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence,  along  the  said  line, 
to  the  said  most  northwestern  point,  being  in  lati- 
tude 49  deg.  23  min.  55  sec.  north,  and  in  longitude 
95  deg.  14  min.  38  sec.  west  from  the  observatory  at 
Greenwich;  thence,  according  to  existing  treaties, 
the  line  extends  due  south  to  its  intersection  with 
the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  along 
thai  parallel  to  the  Rocky  mountains.  It  being  un- 
derstood that  all  the  water  communications,  and  all 
the  usual  portages  along  the  line  from  Lake  Supe* 
rior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  also  Grand 

?ortage,  from  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior  to  the 
^ake  of  the  Woods,  and  also  Grand  portage,  from 
the  shore  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pigeon  river,  as 
now  actually  used,  shall  be  free  and  open  to  the 
use  of  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  both  countries. 

It  is  desirable  to  follow  the  description  and  the 
exact  line  of  the  original  treaty  as  far  as  practica- 
ble. There  is  reason  to  think  that  "Long  lake," 
mentioned  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  meant  merely  the 
estuary  of  the  Pigeon  river,  as  no  lake  called 
"Long  lake,"  or  any  other  water  strictly  conform- 
ing to  the  idea  of  a  lake,  is  found  in  that  Quarter. 
This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the 
words  of  the  treaty  would  seem  to  imply  that  the 
water  intended  as  "Long lake"  was  immediately 
joining  Lake  Superior.  In  one  respect,  an  exact 
compliance  with  the  words  of  the  treaty  is  not 
practicable.  There  is  no  continuous  water  com- 
munication between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods,  as  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  is  known 
to  discharge  its  waters  through  the  Red  river  of 
the  north  into  Hudson's  Bay.  The  dividing 
height  or  ridge  between  the  eastern  sources  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  west- 
ern sources  of  Pigeon  river,  appears,  by  authentic 
maps.  Jo  be  distant  about  forty  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Su- 
perior. 

It  is  not  improbable  that,  in  the  imperfection  of 
knowledge  which  then  existed  of  those  remote 
countries,  and  perhaps  misled  by  Mitchell's  map, 
the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1783  supposed  the 
«Lake  of  the  Woods  to  discharge  its  waters  into 
Lake  Superior.  The  broken  and  difficult  nature 
of  the  water  communication  from  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  renders  numerous 
portages  necessary;  and  it  is  right  that  the.«?e  water 
communications  and  these  portages  should  make 
a  common  highway,  where  necessary,  for  the  use 
of  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  both  Governments. 

When  the  proposed  line  shall  be  properly  de- 
scribe in  the  treaty,  the  grant  by  England  of  the 
right  to  use  the  waters  of  the  river  St.  John  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  to  the  mouth  of  that  river 
all  the  timber  and  agricultural  products  raised  in 
Maine,  on  the  waters  of  the  St.  John,  or  any  of  its 
tributaries,  without  subjection  to  any  discriminating 
toll,  duty,  or  disability,  is  to  be  inserted.  Provis- 
ion should  also  be  made  for  quieting  and  confirm- 
ing the  titles  of  all  persons  having  claims  to  lands 
on  either  side  of  the  line,  whether  such  titles  be 
perfect  or  inchoate  only,  and  to  the  same  extent  in 
which  they  would  have  been  confirmed  by  their  re- 
spective Governments  had  no  change  taken  place. 
What  has  been  agreed  to,  also,  in  respect  to  the 
common  use  of  certain  passages  in  the  rivers  and 


lakes,  as  already  stated,  must  be  made  matter  of 
legular  stipulation. 

Your  Lordship  is  also  informed,  by  the  corres- 
pondence  which  formerlflpbok  place  between  the 
two  Governments,  that  There  is  a  fund  arising 
from  the  sale  of  timber,  concerning  which  fund 
an  understanding  was  had  some  years  ago.  It  will 
be  expedient  to  provide  by  the  treaty  that  this  ar- 
rangement shall  be  carried  into  effect. 

A  proper  article  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for 
the  creation  of  a  commission  to  run  and  mark  some 
parts  of  the  line  between  Maine  and  the  British 
provinces. 

These  several  objects  appear  to  me  to  embrace 
all  respecting  the  boundary  line  and  ite  equiva- 
lents, which  the  treaty  needs  to  contain,  as  matters  of 
stipulation  between  the  United  States  and  England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Lord  ASHBURTON,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Lord  Ashhurton  to  Mr.  Webster, 

Washinoton,  July  29,  1842. 

Sir  :  I  have  attentively  considered  the  statements 
contained  in  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
addressing  me  on  the  27ih  of  this  month,  of  the 
terms  agreed  to  for  the  settlement  of  boundaries 
between  her  Majesty's  provinces  and  the  United 
Stales;  being  the  final  result  of  the  many  con- 
ferences we  have  had  on  this  subject.  This  settle- 
ment appears  substantially  correct  in  all  its  parts; 
and  we  may  now  proceed,  without  further  delay, 
to  draw  up  the  treaty.  Several  of  the  articles  for 
this  purpose  are  already  prepared  and  agreed,  and 
our  most  convenient  course  will  be  to  take  and  con- 
sider them  singly.  I  would  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend that;  as  we  have  excellentcharts  of  the  coun- 
try through  which  the  boundary,  which  failed  of 
being  settled  by  the  commissioners  under  the 
seventh  anicle  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  is  partially 
marked,  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  good 
the  delineation  on  those  charts,  which  would  spare 
to  both  parties  the  unnecessary  expense  of  new 
commissioners.and  a  new  survey.  In  this  case,  the 
only  commission  required  would  be  to  run  the  line 
on  the  boundary  of  Maine.  ' 

The  stipulations  for  the  greater  facility  of  the 
navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  two. 
passages  between  the  upper  lakes,  appear  evidently 
desirable  for  general  accommodation;  and  I  cannot 
refuse  the  reciprocal  claim  made  by  you  to  render 
common  the  passage  from  Lake  Erie  into  the  De- 
troit river,  This  must  be  done  by  declaring  the 
several  passages  in  those  parts  free  to  both  parties. 

I  should  remark,  also,  that  the  free  use  of  the 
navigation  of'the  Long  Sault  passage,  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  must  be  extended  to  below  Bamhart's 
island,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  those  rapids. 

I  beg  leave  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Lord  Ashburtonio  Mr.  Webster. 

Washinoton,  Aug.  9,  1842. 

Sir:  It  appears  desirable  that  some  explanation 
between  us  snould  be  recorded  by  correspondence 
respecting  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  signed  by 
us  this  day,  for  the  settlement  of  boundaries  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

By  that  article  of  the  treaty,  it  is  stipulated  that 
certain  payments  shall  be  made  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Slates  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts.  It  has  of  course  been  understood 
that  my  negotiations  have  been  wiih  the  Govern- 
ment oY  the  United  States;  and  the  introduction  of 
terms  of  agreement  between  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  States  would  have  been  irregular  and 
inadmissible,  if  it  had  not  been  deemed  expedient 
to  bring  the  whole  ef  these  transactions  within  the 
purview  of  the  treaty.  There  may  not  be  wanting 
analogous  cases  to  justify  this  proceeding;  but  it 
seems  proper  that  I  should  have  confirmed  by  you, 
that  my  Government  incurs  no  responsibility  for 
these  engagements,  of  the  precise  nature  and  ob- 
ject of  which  I  am  uninformed,  nor  have  1  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  make  inquiry  concerning 
them. 

I  beg,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Department  op  State, 
WashingtoD,  Aus^ust  9,  1842. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acJKoowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th  of  August,  with  re- 
spect to  the  object  and  intention  of  the  filth  article 
of  the  treaty.  What  y(^|fa5ay  in  regard  to  that  sub- 
ject is  quite  correct.  It  frarports  to  contain  no  stip- 
ulation on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain;  nor  is  any  re- 
sponsibility supposed  to  be  incurred  by  it,  on  the 
plan  of  your  Government. 

I  renew,  my  Lord,  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
Lord  AsHBURTON,  Slc.j  &c.,  &c. 

CORRESPONDENCE    WITH   STATE   AU- 
THORITIES. 

NORTH  EASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

Secretary  of  Slate  of  Massachusells  to  the  PresiderU. 

Commonwealth  op  Massachusetts, 
Secretary's  Department,  March  18, 1842. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  nis  excellency  the  Governor, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  official  copy 
of  certain  resolutions  passed  at  the  late  session  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

With  the  highest  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  BIGELOW, 
Secretary  of  the  CommonvfeaUh. 
His  Elzcelleney  John  Ttler, 

PresiderU  of  the  United  States, 

CO.tMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

JN  TUB  rSAR  ONI  THOOBAND  BIOHT  RUNBRSB  AMP  FORTT-TWO. 

Resolves  concerning  the  NorlAcaslem  boundary  of 

the  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  boundarv  line  between  the 
State  of  Maine  and  the  British  province  of  New 
Brunswick 'is  so  clearly  defined  by  the  treaty  of 
1783,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  can  neither  be 
misapprehended,  nor  afford  any  support  to  the  un- 
just pretensions  of  Great  Britain. 

Resolved^  That  this  Commonwealth,  as  a  joint 
proprietor  with  the  State  of  Maine  of  tne  territory 
alleged  to  be  in  dispute,  has  an  interest  in  all  ne- 
gotiations respecting  the  same,  wiiich  demands 
her  watchful  attention,  that  her  rights  and  interest 
may  be  preserved  unimpaired  and  unchanged  with- 
out her  assent. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council,  be  aaihorized  and  re- 
quested, from  time  to  time,  to  adopt  such  measures, 
to  secure  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  said  territory,  and  to  produce  an  honor- 
able and  satisfactory  adju!nment,  as  the  emergency 
may  demand. 

Resolved,  That  no  compromise  which  concedes 
any  territory  west  of  the  treaty  line  of  1783  can 
be  constitutionally  made  without  the  assent  of  Maine 
and  Massachusetts;  and  that,  as  they  are  co-pro- 
prietors of  the  soil,  this  Commonwealth  will  cheer- 
fully cooperate  with  Maine  in  support  of  their 
mutual  interests  and  rights. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copv  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  tp  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Maine. 

House  of  Representatives, 
March  3, 1842. 
Passed:  SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY. 

Speaker  pro  tem. 

In  Senate,  March  3,  1843. 
Passed:  JOSIAH  aUINCY,  Jr. 

President. 
Approved,  March  3d,  1842. 

JOHN  DAVIS. 
A  true  copy. 
Attest:  John  P.  Bioelow, 

Secretary  of  ike  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Gov.  Fairfield.* 

Departkent  op  State, 
Washington,  llih  April,  1842. 
Your  excellency  is  aware  that,  previous  to  March, 
1841,  a  negotiation  had  been  going  on  for  some  time 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  and  the  Brit- 
ish minister  accredited  to  this  Government,  having 
for  iLs  object  the  creation  of  #  joint  commission  for 
settling  the  controversy  respecting  the  Northean- 

*Sam«,  mula{/«  fnu/am/tt,  to  the  Governor  of  Mawichn* 
•ettt. 


em  boundary  of  the  United  States,  with  a  provi- 
sion for  an  ultimate  reference  to  arbitrators,  to  be 
appointed  by  some  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  in 
case  an  arbitration  should  become  necessarjr.  On 
the  leading  features  ot  a  convention  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  two  Gk)vernments  were  agreed;  but,  on 
several  matters  of  detail,  the  parties  differed,  and 
appear  to  have  been  interchanging  their  respect- 
ive views  and  opinions,  projects  and  counter-pro- 
jects, without  coming  to  a  final  arrangement,  down 
to  August,  1840.  "Various  causes,  not  no"W  neces- 
sary to  be  explained,  arrested  the  progress  of  the 
negotiation  at  that  time,  and  no  considerable  ad- 
vance has  since  been  made  in  it. 

It  seems  to  have  been  understood  on  both  sides, 
rh'at  one  arbitration  having  failed,  it  was  the  duty 
of  tne  two  parties  to  proceed  to  institute  another, 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  and 
other  treaties;  and  the  President  has  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty,  unless  some  new  course  should  be  pro- 
posed, to  cause  the  negotiation  to  be  resumed,  and 
pressed  to  its  conclusion.  But  I  have  now  to  in- 
form your  excellency  that  Lord  Ashburlon,  a  min- 
iter  plenipotentiary  and  special,  has  arrived  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  charged 
with  full  powers  from  his  sovereign  to  negotiate 
and  settle  the  different  matters  in  discussion  be- 
tween the  two  Governments.  I  have  further  to 
state  to  you,  that  he  has  official!  v  announced  to  this 
department  that,  in  regard  to  the  boundary  ques- 
tion, he  has  authority  to  treat  for  a  conveniional 
line,  or  line  by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions, and  with  such  mutual  considerations  and 
equivalent*:,  as  maybe  thought  just  and  equitable; 
and  that  he  is  read^  to  enter  on  a  negotiation  for 
such  conventional  hne,  so  soon  as  this  Government 
shall  say  that  it  is  authorized  and  ready,  on  its 
part,  to  commence  such  negotiation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  has 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Governments  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  to 
the  subject,  and  to  submit  to  those  Governments  the 
propriety  of  their  co-operation,  to  a  ceitain  ex- 
lent,  and  in  a  certain  form,  in  an  endeavor 
to  terminate  a  controversy  already  of  so  long 
duration,  and  which  seems  very  likely  to  be 
still  considerably  further  protracted  before  the 
desired  end  of  a  final  adjustment  shall  be  attained, 
unless  a  shorter  course  of  arriving  at  that  end  be 
adopted  than  such  as  has  heretofore  been  pursued^ 
and  as  the  two  Governments  are  still  pursuing. 

Yet,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  two  States 
whose  rights  are  more  immediately  concerned,  (both 
having  an  interest  in  the  soil,  and  one  of  (hem  in 
the  jurisdiction  and  government,)  the  duty  of  this 
Government  will  be  to  adopt  no  new  course,  but, 
in  compliance  with  treaty  stipulations,  and  in 
furtherance  of  what  has  already  oeen  done,  to  has- 
ten the  pending  negotiations  as  fast  as  possible. 

But  tne  President  thinks  it  a  highly  desirable  ob- 
ject to  prevent  the  delays  necessarily  incident  to 
any  settlement  of  the  question  by  these  means. 
Such  delays  are  great  and  unavoidable.  It  has 
been  found  that  an  exploration  and  examination  of 
the  several  lines  constitute  a  work  of  three  years. 
The  existing  commission  for  making  such  explo- 
ration, imder  the  authority  of  the  United  Stares, 
has  been  occupied  two  summers,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  work  remains  still  to  be 
done.  If  a  joint  commission  should  be  appointed, 
and  should  go  through  the  same  work,  and  the 
commissioners  should  disagree,  (as  is  very  possible,) 
and  an  arbitration  on  that  account  become  indis 
pensable,  the  arbitrators  might  find  it  necessary  to 
make  an  exploration  and  survey  themselves,  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  done  by  others  of  their  own 
appointment.  If  to  these  causes,  operating  to  post- 
pone the  final  decision,  be  added  the  time  necessary 
to  appoint  arbitrators,  and  for  their  preparation  to 
leave  Europe  for  the  service,  and  the  variorw  re- 
tarding incidents  always  attending  such  operations, 
seven  or  eight  years  constitute,  perhaps,  the  short- 
est period  within  which  we  can  look  for  a  final  re- 
sult. In  the  meantime,  great  expenses  have  been 
incurred,  and  further  expenses  cannot  be  avoidf  d. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  controversy  has  brought 
heavy  charges  upon  Maine  herself,  to  the  remune- 
ration or  proper  seiilf^ment  of  which  she  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  indifferent.  The  exploration  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  nas  already 
cost  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  charge  of 
another  summer's  work  is  in  prospect.  These 
facts  may  be  sufiicient  to  form  a  prooable  estimate 
of  the  whole  expense  likely  to  be  incurred  before 
the  controversy  can  be  settled  by  arbitration;  and 


our  experience  admonishes  us  that  even  another 
arbitration  might  possibly  fail. 

The  opinion  of  this  Government  upon  the  justice 
and  validity  of  the  American  claim  has  been  ex- 
pressed at  so  many  times,  and  in  so  many  forms, 
that  a  repetition  of  that  opinion  is  not  necessary. 
But  the  subject  is  a  subject  in  dispute.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  agreed  to  make  it  matter  of  reference 
and  arbitration;  and  It  must  fulfil  that  agreement, 
unless  another  mode  for  settling  the  controversy 
'  should  be  resorted  to,  with  the  hope  of  producing  a 
speedier  decision.  The  President  proposes,  then, 
that  the  Governments  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts 
should  severally  appoint  a  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners, empowered  to  confer  with  the  authori- 
ties of  this  Government  upon  a  conventional  line,  or 
line  by  agreement,  with  its  terms,  conditions,  con- 
siderations, and  equivalents,  with  an  understanding 
that  no  such  line  will  be  agreed  upon  without  the 
assent  of  such  commissioners. 

This  mode  of  proceeding,  or  some  other  which 
shall  express  assent  beforehand,  seems  indispensa- 
ble, if  any  negotiation  for  a  conventional  line  is  to 
be  had;  since,  if  happily  a  treaty  should  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  negotiation,  it  can  only  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  for  ratification. 

It  is  a  subject  of  deep  and  sincere  regret  to  the 
President,  that  the  British  plenipotentiary  did  notar- 
rive  in  the  country  and  make  known  his  powers  in 
time  to  have  made  this  communication  before  the 
annual  session  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  two  States 
had  been  brought  to  a  close.  He  perceives  and  la- 
ments the  inconvenience  which  may  be  experienced 
from  reassembling  those  Legislatures.  But  the 
British  mission  is  a  special  one:  it  does  not  super- 
sede the  resident  mission  of  the  British  Government 
at  Washington,  and  its  stay  in  the  United  States  is 
not  expected  to  be  long.  In  addition  to  these  con- 
siderations, it  is  to  be  suggested  that  more  than  four 
months  of  the  session  of  Congress  have  already 
passed;  and  it  is  highly  desirable,  if  any  treaty  for 
a  conventional  line  should  be  agreed  on,  it  should 
be  concluded  before  the  session  snail  terminate,  not 
only  because  of  the  necessity  of  the  ratification  of 
the  Senate,  but  also  because  it  is  not  impossible  that 
measures  may  be  thought  advisable,  or  become 
important,  which  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the 
autnority  of  both  Houses. 

These  considerations,  in  addition  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject,  and  a  firm  conviction  in  the 
mind  of  the  President  that  the  interests  of  both 
countries,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  two  Stales 
more  immediately  concerned,  require  a  prompt  ef- 
fort to  bring  this  dispute  to  an  end,  constrain  him 
to  express  an  earnest  hope  that  your  excellency 
will  convene  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  and  sub- 
mit the  subject  to  its  grave  and  candid  delibera- 
tion. 

I  am,  &c., 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
His  Excellency  John  Fairfield, 

Governor  of  Maine. 

Governor  Darns  to  Mr.  Webster, 

EIXBCUTivE  Department, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  April  17, 1843. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recep- 
tion of  your  ofiicia)  communication  announcing  the 
arrival  of  Lord  Ashburton,  as  a  special  envoy  from 
her  Majesty  the  Ctueen  of  the  United  Kingdoms, 
vested  with  full  authority  to  adjust,  by  a  convention- 
al line,  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United 
States.  It  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  learn  that  no  attempt  is  to 
be  made  to  establish  a  line  by  compromise,  without 
their  assent;  but  if  such  a  line  can  be  agreed  upon 
for  a  satisfactory  equivalent,  which  should  leave 
all  the  parties  interested  at  peace,  and  terminate 
the  controversy,  I  have  no  aoubt  it  would  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  people  of  this  State.  No 
opinion  can,  with  safety,  be  formed  upon  any  such 
proposition,  till  it  is  submitted  in  its  details,  and  fully 
understood.  That  the  parties  may  all  have  full  op- 
portunity to  act  with  deliberation,  the  desire  of  the 
President  is,  that  the  Legislatures  of  Massachusetts 
and  Maine  should  be  assembled,  to  make  suitable 
provisions  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
take  charge  of  their  respective  interests  at  Wash- 
ington, during  the  negotiation  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

Anticipating  the  contingency  which  has  occurred, 
I  invited  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  sub- 
ject while  in  session,  and  suggested  the  expediency 
of  legislation  which  should  provide  for  it.  In  pur- 
suance of  that  suggestion,  certain  joint  resolutions 
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were  passed  and  approved,  which  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  President,  which  appear  to  me  to 
confer  all  the  amhority  necessary,  and  were  un- 
doubtedly designed  by  the  Le^slature  to  meet  this 
emergency.  This  wise  provision  will,  I  trust,  su- 
persede all  occasion  for  reassembling  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  the  Governor  and  Council  have  authority 
to  act  in  the  matter  in  any  way  that  the  interests 
and  honor  of  the  Commonwealth  demand.  There 
will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  by  appointment, 
on  the  25th  of  May,  which,  if  Maine  can  only  move 
after  legislation  is  had,  will  be  sufficiently  sea- 
sonable for  all  practicable  purposes,  when  the  sub- 
ject will  be  laid  before  them,  and  there  can  be  lit- 
tle doubt  that  they  will  acquiesce  in  the  propriety 
of  sending  a  commissioner  to  represent  tne  -State 
in  a  matter  of  such  decided  importance. 

If  this  movement  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is 
indicative,  as  it  seems  to  me  it  is,  of  a  settled  pur- 
pose to  close  the  controversy,  and  she  is  prepared 
to  give  satisfactory  equivalents  for  the  concession 
of  territory  sufficient  to  answer  her  purposes,  then 
the  division  of  such  an  equivalent  or  equivalents 
between  Maine  and  Massachusetts  will  become  an 
important  question;  but  it  should  in  no  particular 
be  left  for  future  discussion  or  decision,  by  Con- 
gress or  any  other  body,  but  should  be  definitively 
adjusted  in  the  general  anrangement,  that  each  State 
may  know  the  exact  measure  of  its  rights. 

You  will  learn,  also,  from  these  resolutions,  the 
disposition  of  the  State  to  bring  this  question  to  an 
issue,  in  any  manner  consistent  with  her  honor,  in- 
terest, and  dignity.  The  opinions  conveyed  in 
them,  as  far  as  1  know,  were  unanimous,  and  indi- 
cate the  lone  of  public  sentiment.  The  people  of 
Massachusetts  are  not^disposed  to  yield  anything  to 
nnjust  pretension.  Not  a  particle  of  doubt  is  enter- 
tained, by  any  one,  that  the  treaty  line  of  1783  may 
be  as  certainly  identified  as  Mar's  Hill;  and  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  as  certainly  estab- 
lished by  the  description  in  the  treaty,  as  the  merid- 
ian of  GLuebec.  We  all  feel  that  no  doubt  can  ex- 
ist that  there  are  highlands  which  divide  the  waters 
that  flow  into  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  sea;  and 
that  a  line  due  north  can  be  run  from  the  monu- 
ment to  the  dividing  summit.  These  are  matters 
that  no  one  can  feel  any  hesitation  about,  and 
hence  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  Massachusetts. 
"While,  therefore,  we  cannot  listen  to  a  claim  upon 
what  we  know  to  be  our  own,  we  can,  in  the  spirit 
of  peace  and  accommodation,  yield  something  to 
the  convenience  of  a  neighbor,  by  agreement.  This 
is,  without  shade  of  coloring,  the  sentiment  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. She  will,  on  honorable  terms,  concede 
something  to  the  convenience  and  necessity  of 
Great  Britain;  but  nothing— not  a  rood  of  barren 
heath  or  rock — to  unfounded  claims.  If  an  earlier 
day  than  the  25th  of  May  shall  prove  desirable,  the 
Council  can  be  summoned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DAVIS. 

To  the  SEcaBTARY  op  State. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Gov.  Davis. 

DfiPARTMBNT  OP  StaTE, 

Washington,  April  16, 1842. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt, 
from  your  Excellency,  of  certain  resolves  concern- 
ing the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
3d  day  of  March  last. 

As  those  resolves  appear  to  recognise  the  pro- 
priety of  endeavoring  to  fix  upon  a- line  by  com- 
proniise,  with  the  assent  of  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts; and  as  they  authorize  your  Excellency,  with 
advice  of  Council,  to  adopt  such  measures  to  se- 
cure the  lights  and  interests  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Ma>sachusetis  as  the  emergency  may  demand, 
it  appears  to  me  that  they  are  a  sufficient  warrant 
for  such  proceedings  as  yo^^  may  see  fit  to  adopt, 
in  order  to  gain  the  assent  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  any  line  of  boundary  which  may  be  just  and 
equitable,  and  upon  which  the  parties  may  be  likely 
to  agree.  If  your  Excellency  should  lake  this  view 
of  the  subject,  a  call  of  the  Legislature  would  of 
course  be  unnecessary. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

His  Excellency  John  Davis, 

Qovernor  of  Mcissachusetts. 

Gov.  Davis  to  Mr.  Webster, 

Executive  Department, 
X  Worcester,  April  27, 1843. 

Sw;  SiAQ«  I}last  addressed  you,  I  hav«  received 


your  favor  of  the  16th  instant,  by  which  it  appears 
the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Common- 
wealth have  reached  you.  These  resolves,  re- 
specting the  Northeastern  boundary,  were  adopted 
to  meet  the  contingency  which  has  occurred,  and 
to  avoid  any  necessity  for  reassembling  the  Legis- 
lature on  this  account.  As  soon  as  it  became  cer- 
tain that  a  special  envoy  was  to  be  despatched 
hither  by  the  Glueen  of  the  United  Kingdoms,  it 
was  apparent  to  me  that  he  would  be  authorized  to 
propose  a  conventional  line,  as  this  is  manifestly 
the  only  alternative  short  of  acceding  to  the  treaty 
line  of  1783,  When  ihe  subject  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature,  it  seemed  to  entertain 
similar  views,  and  with  ^reat  harmony  of  opinion 
provided,  as  well  as  the  state  of  things,  whicn  was 
then  wholly  conjectural,  would  enable  them. 

The  Council  will  meet  on  the  25th  of  May  for 
the  regular  despatch  of  business,  when  their  atten- 
tion will  be  invited  to  the  expediency  of  consenting 
to  the  appointment  of  an  agent  or  agents  to  repre- 
sent the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DAVIS. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States.- 

The  Governor  of  Maine  to  the  President, 
Executive  Department, 

Augusta,  May  27, 1842. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  northern 
and  northeastern  boundaries  of  Maine;  and  also 
to  inform  you  that  the  Hon.  Edward  Kavanagh, 
Hon.  Edward  Kent,  Hon.  William  H.  Preble,  and 
Hon.  John  Otis,  have  been  elected  commissioners 
under  said  resolves. 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant,  , 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 
His  Excellency  John  Tyler, 

Piesideni  of  the  United  States^  Washington. 

State  op  Maine. 

The  joint  select  committee  of  boih  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  to  which  was  referred  the  Governor's 
message  of  the  18th  instant,  with  the  accompanying 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  ask  leave  to  report  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions. 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH,  Chairman. 

Committee  Room,  20th  May,  1842. 

Resolves  in  relation  to  the  Northeastern  boundary  of 

this  State. 

Whereas  the  preceding  Legislatures  of  this  State, 
in  conformity  with  the  well-settled  conviction  of  all 
the  people  thereof,  and  with  incontrovertible  evi- 
dence before  them  on  the  subject,  have  uniformly 
declared  that  the  boundary  of  Maine,  on  its  North- 
ern and  Northeastern  frontiers,  as  designated  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  can  be  laid  down  and  fixed  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  that  treaty;  and  that  such  line 
embraces  all  the  territory  over  which  this  State 
claims  property,  sovereignty,  and  jurisdiction;  and 
the  Executive  and  Congress  of  the  United  Slates 
having  recognised  the  validity  of  that  claim  in  its 
full  extent,  this  Legislature  renews  such  declara- 
tions in  the  most  solemn  manner:  and 

Whereas,  for  a  series  of  years,  every  attempt  to 
adjust  the  vexed  queetion  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  said  boundary  having  proved  inefl'ectual, 
it  has  been  represented  to  the  Government  of  this 
Slate  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  and  special 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  at  Washington,  has  ofii- 
cially  announced  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  (hat  he  has  authority  to  treat  for  a  conven- 
tional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions,  and  with  such  considerations  and  equiv- 
alents, as  may  be  thought  just  and  equitable;  and 
that  he  is  ready  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for  such 
conventional  line  as  soon  as  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  shall  say  that  it  is  authorized  and 
ready,  on  its  part,  to  commence  such  negotiation: 
and 

Whereas  the  Grovftrnment  of  the  United  States, 
not  possessing  the  consiitutional  power  to  conclude 
any  such  negotiation  without  the  assent  of  Maine, 
has  invited  the  Government  of  this  State  to  co- 
operate to  a  certain  extent,  and  in  a  certain  foim, 
in  an  erideavor  to  terminate  a  controversy  of  so 
lonf  duration: 

Now,  considerine:  the  premises,  and  believing 
that  the  people  of  this  State,  after  having  already 


manifested  a  forbearance  honorable  to  rticir  charac- 
ter, under  long-continued  violations  of  their  rights 
by  a  foreign  nation;  and,  though  not  disposed  to 
yield  to  unfounded  pretensions,  are  still  willing,  in 
regard  to  the  proposal  now  made  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  give  additional  evidence  to  their  fellow- 
citizens,  throughout  th^nited  States,  of  their  de- 
sire to  preserve  the  peaHDf  this  Union,  by  taking 
measures  to  discuss  and  conclude,  if  p<issible,  the 
subject  in  controversy  in  a  manner  that  will  secure 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  State,  this  Legisla- 
ture adopts  the  following  resolutions — with  the  un- 
derstanding, however,  that  in  the  event  of  a  failure 
in  such  endeavor  towards  an  arrangement,  no 
proceedings  thereunder  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prejudice  in  any  manner  the  rights  of  the  State 
as  they  have  been  herein  asserted  to  exist: 

Resolvedy  That  there  shall  be  chosen,  by  ballot, 
in  convention  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
four  persons,  who  are  hereby  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed commissioners,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to 
repair  to  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  to  confer  with  the  authorities  of  that 
Government  touching  a  conventional  line,  or  line 
by  agreement,  between  the  State  of  Maine  and  the 
British  provinces,  having  regard  to  the  line  desig- 
nated by  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  uniformly  claimed 
by  this  State,  and  to  the  declarations  and  riews 
expressed  in  the  foregoing  preamble,  and  to  give 
the  assent  of  this  State  to  an^  such  conventional 
line,  with  such  terms,  conditions,  consideration?:, 
and  equivalents,  as  they  shall  deem  consistent  with 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  State;  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  no  such  line  be  agreed  upon  with- 
out the  unanimous  assent  of  such  commissioners. 

Resolved^  That  this  State  cannot  regard  the  re- 
linquishment by  the  British  Government  of  any 
claim  heretofore  advanced  by  it  to  territory  in- 
cluded within  the  limits  of  the  line  of  this  State  as 
designated  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  uniformly 
claimed  by  Maine,  as  a  consideration  or  equivalent 
within  the  meaning  of  these  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  cqmmissioners  be  fur* 
nished  by  the  Governor  with  evidence  of  their  ap- 
pointment, under  the  seal  of  the  State. 

Resolved.  That  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  have  power  to 
fill  any  vacancy  that  may  occur  in  said  commis- 
sion, by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  make  re- 
turn of  their  doings  herein  to  the  Governor,  to  be 
by  him  presented  to  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session. 

In  tbe  House  of  Representatives, 

May  26, 1842. 
Read  and  passed: 

CHARLES  ANDREWS,  Speaker. 

0  In  Senate,  May  26,  1842. 

Read  and  passed: 

S.  H.  BLAKE,  PresidenL 
May  26,  18^2. 

Approved:  JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

State  oe  Mame. 

Secretary's  Office,  Augusta, 

May  26, 1842. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy 
of  the  original  preamble  and  resolutions  deposited 
in  this  office. 
Attest:  PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  State. 

The  Maine  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Fuller's  Hotel,  Washington, 

June  12, 1842. 

The  commissioners  of  Maine,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Northeastern  boundary,  present  their  re^ctful 
compliments  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Webster,  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  Slates,  and  beg  leave  to 
inform  him  that  they  are  now  in  this  city,  ready  to 
enter  upon  the  business  intrusted  to  them.  They 
also  avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  to  request  him 
to  name  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  it 
would  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  receive  them. 

Mr.  Webster  to  the  Maine  Commissioners. 
'      President's  Square,  Jtme  12, 1842. 
Mr.  Webster  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  of  the  commissioners  of  Maine, 
announcing  their  arrival,  and  their  readiness  to 
enter  on  the  business  of  their  appointment 
Mr.  W.  will  hav^  great  pleasure  iu  receiving 
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the  dommissioaers  at  the  Department  of  State,  on 
Monday,  at  1  o'clock. 

Commissumefs  of  MassachuseUs  to  Mr.  Webster,  "" 

Washington,  June  13, 1842. 
Sir:  The  undersigned,  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  State  of  MassaQhusetts  to  confer  with  ihe 
Qovemment  of  the  Uui|^  States  upon  a  conven- 
tional line  to  be  estabflKd  on  our  Northeastern 
boundary,  are  ready  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of 
their  commission  whenev^er  the  Secretary  may  sig- 
nify his  wish  to  meet  them.  Our  colleague  (Mr. 
Allen)  will  probably  be  here  to-morrow. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest 
rtepect,  your  obedient  servants, 

ABBOTT  LAWRENCE, 
,JOHN  MILLS. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  WebstiT  to  the  Caaimissumers  of  Massachusetts, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  13, 1842. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  communication  address^ed  to  him 
this  day  W  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Mills,  commis- 
sioners of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
He  will  be  happy  to  see  these  gentlemen  at  this 
department  at  i  past  1  o'clock,  p.  m.,  to-day. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Milu, 

Ccmmissioryers  of  the  CommomDeallh 

'  of  Massachusetts. 

The  MavM  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Webster. 
Washington,  June  29, 1842. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  commissioners  of  Maine, 
have  given  to  the  letter  of  Lord  Ashburton,  ad- 
dressed to  you,  under  date  of  the  21st  instant,  and 
by  you  communicated  to  them,  all  the  consideration 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  of  which  it 
treats,  the  views  it  expresses,  and  the  proposition  it 
submits  to  you,  demand. 

There  are  passages  in  his  Lordship's  communi- 
cation, the  exact  extent  of  the  meaning  of  which 
the  undersigned  are  not  quite  sure  that  they  fully 
understand. 

In  speaking  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  south  side 
of  the  St.  John,  in  the  Madawaska  settlement,  he 
says:  "  I  cannot,  in  an  v  case,  abandon  the  obvious 
interest  of  these  people."  Again,  in  speaking  of 
the  proposition  suomitted  by  nim,  he  remarks:  "  I 
have  not  treated  the  subject  in  the  ordinary  form  of 
a  bargain,  where  the  party  making  the  proposal 
leaves  himself  someihing  to  give  up.  The  case 
would  not  admit  of  this,  even  if  I  could  bring  my- 
self so  to  act." 

If  his  Lordship':^  meaning  is,  that  the  proposed 
boundary,  by  agreement  or  conventional  line,  be- 
tween the  Stale  of  Maine  and  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  must,  at  all  events,  be  established  on 
the  south  side  of  the  St.  John,  extending  from  the 
due-north  line  to  Fish  river,  and  at  a  distance  back 
from  the  river,  so  as  to  include  the  Madawaska 
settlement,  and  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  line  is  a 
sine  qua  non  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Maine 
feel  it  their  duiy  as  distinctly  to  s^y  that  any  at- 
tempt at  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  controversy 
resecting  the  Northeastern  boundary  on  that 
basi?,  with  the  consent  of  Maine,  would  be  en- 
tirely fruitless. 

The  people  of  Maine  have  a  deep  settled  con- 
viction and  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
their  claim,  to  its  utmost  extent;  yet,  being  ap- 
pealed to  as  a  constituent  member  of  the  Ameri- 
.' can  Union,  and  called  upon,  as  such,  to  yield 
something  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism  for  the  com- 
mon good,  and  to  listen,  in  a  spirit  of  peace,  of 
accommodation,  and  good  neighborhood,  to  prop- 
ositions for  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  exist- 
ing controversy,  they  have  cheerfully  and  prompt- 
ly responded  to  the  appeal.  Her  Governor  and 
Legislature,  in  good  faith,  immediately  adopted 
the  measures  necessary  on  ner  part,  with  a  view 
to  relinquish  to  Great  Britain  such  portion  of  ter- 
ritory and  jurisdiction  as  might  be  needed  by  her 
for  ner  accommodation,  on  such  terms  and  for 
such  equivalents  as  might  be  mutually  satisfactory. 
Beyond  this,  nothing  more  was  supposed  to  be  ex- 
pected or  desired.  During  the  negotiations  at 
Ghent,  the  British  commissioners,  in  a  commu- 
nication to  the  American  commissioners,  dated 
October  8,  1814,  distinctly  avow  that  the  British 
Government  never  required  all  that  portion  of 
Idassachusetts  intervening  between  the  province  of 
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New  Brunswick  and  CLuebec  should  be  ceded  to 
Great  Britain,  but  only  that  small  portio7i  of  un- 
settled country  which  intercepts  the  communica- 
tion between  Halifax  and  (Quebec.  So  his  Lord- 
ship, in  his  communication,  admits  that  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  the  British  Government 
to  maintain  their  rights  ("claim")  in  this'  contro- 
versy are,  "  the  establishing  a  good  boundary  be- 
tween our  two  countries  so  as  to  prevent  collisions 
and  dispute,  and  an  unobstructed  communication 
and  connexion  of  our  colonies  with  each  other." 
Again:  looking,  as  he  says,  on  the  map,  for  such  a 
boundary,  "  with  reference  to  the  sole  object  of 
Great  Britain  as  already  describiied,  the  line  of  the 
Si.  John,  from  where  the  north  line  from  the  St. 
Croix  strikes  it,  up  to  some  one  of  its  sources, 
seems  evidently  to  suit  both  parties,"  &c.  Indeed, 
the  portion  of  territory  which  Great  Britain  needs 
for  her  accommodation  is  so  perfectly  obvious, 
that  no  material  difference  of  opinion,  it  is  believ- 
ed, has  ever  been  expressed  on  the  subject.  It  is 
that  portion  which  lies  north  of  the  St.  John  and 
east  of  the  Madawaska  rivers,  with  a  strip  of  con- 
venient width  on  the  we^  side  of  the  latter  river, 
and  of  the  lake  from  which  it  issues. 

Sent  here,  then,  under  this  state  of  things,  and 
with  these  views,  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  in 
a  spirit  of  peace  and  conciliation,  her  commis- 
sioners were  surprised  and  pained  to  be  repelled 
as  it  were,  in  the  outset,  by  such  a  proposition  as 
his  Lordship  has  submitted  to  you.  On  carefully 
analyzing  it,  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  addition  to  all 
jthe  territory  needed  by  Great  Britain  for  her  ac- 
commodation, as  slated  and  admitted  by  her  own 
authorities  and  agents,  it  requires  that  Maine 
should  further  yield  a  valuable  territory,  of  more 
than  fifty  miles  in  extent,  lying  along  the  south  side 
of  the  St.  John,  extending  from  the  due-north 
line  westerly  to  Fish  river,  and  so  back  from  the 
river  St.  John,  as  it  is  understood,  to  the  Eagle 
lakes,  and  probably  to  the  Little  Madawaska  and 
Aroostook.  Speaking  of  this  branch  ol  the  prop- 
osition, his  Lordship  treats  it  merely  as  *Mepart- 
ing  to  this  inconsiderable  extent  from  the  marked 
line  of  the  river  St.  John."  His  Lordship  does 
not  slate  how  much  further  up  the  river  he  con- 
templates going.  His  language  implies  that  the 
distance  to  Fish  river,  although  over  fifty  miles, 
is  only  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  whole  extent 
contemplated.  This  part  of  the  proposition,  then, 
would  seem  to  imply  a  relinquishment  also,  on 
the  part  of  Maine,  of  a  large  portion  of  her  terri- 
tory north  of  the  St.  John  and  west  of  the  Mada- 
waska rivers.  In  this  view  of  the  ca.«e,  it  is  due 
to  the  Governor,  and  Legislature,  and  people  of 
Maine,  to  say  that  they  bad  not  expected  such  a 
proposition.  If  they  had,  nothing  is  hazarded  in 
saying  no  commissioners  would  have  been  sent 
here  to  receive  and  consider  it.  And,  in  this  state 
I  of  things,  it  becomes  a  bounden  duty,  on  the  part 
;  of  the  undersigned,  to  say  to  you,  that  if  the 
•yielding  and  relinquishing,  on  tne  part  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  of  any  portion  of  territory,  how- 
ever small,  on  the  south  side  of  the  St.  John,  be 
with  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  a  sine 
qua  non  to  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  boundary 
]  of  Maine,  the  mission  ot  the  commissioners  of 
Maine  is  ended.  They  came  not  to  throw  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  to  the  successful  accomplishment  of 
the  great  work  you  have  on  hand — that  of  consoli- 
dating an  honorable  peace  between  two  great  na- 
tions; but,  on  the  contrary,  they  came  prepared  to 
yield  much,  to  sacrifice  much,  on  tne  part  of 
Maine,  to  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  interest 
of  her  sister  States.  If  the  hopes  of  the  people  of 
Maine  and  of  the  United  States. are  to  be  disap- 
pointed, it  is  believed  the  fault  lies  not  at  the  door 
of  the  Governor  or  Legislature  of  Maine,  or  of 
her  commissioners. 

At  the  date  of  ihe  earliest  maps  of  that  country, 
the  river  now  called  the  Madawaska  had  not  ac- 
quired a  distinctive  name;  and  consequently  the 
source  of  that  river  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
sources,  if  not  the  principal  source,  of  the  St. 
John.  On  looking  at  the  map,  it  will  at  once  be 
seen  that  the  general  course  of  the  St.  John  and 
Madawaska,  from  the  mouth  of  the  former  to  the 
source  of  the  latter,  are  one  and  the  same.  As  • 
connected  with  this  fact,  we  find  that  at  least 
five  different  maps,  published  in  London  in  the 
years  1765,  1769,  1771,  1774,  and  1775,  place  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  on  Ihe  highlands  at 
the  source  of  that  branch  of  the  Si.  John,  then  with- 
out distinctive  appellation,  but  now  known  a^|  the 
Madawaska* 


One  of  the- e  five  is  specially  quotedin  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  Congress  of  the  16th  Au^st, 
1782,  so  often  referred  lo  in  this  controver^.  In 
no  map  of  a  date  prior  to  the  treatv  of  178J,  it  is 
believed,  is  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
placed  on  the  highlands  at  the  source  of  any  branch 
whatever  of  the  St.  John,  but  the  Mad.awaska. 
Hence  the  proposition  of  the  American  commis- 
sioners, in  1782,  in  discussing  the  subject  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  to  begin  at  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  highlands 
at  the  source  of  the  St.  John.  Respect  for  the  dis- 
tinguished men  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783,  would  induce  the  undersigned  ta  renew 
the  proposition,  so  far  as  regards  adopting  the  Mad- 
awaska as  a  boundary,  were  it  not  that,  t)eing  pre- 
Sared  to  yield  all  that  is  needed  for  the  accommo- 
alion  of  Great  Britain,  they  are  aware  that  a  strip 
on  the  west  side  of  that  river  is  necessary  to  that 
object.  The  particlilar  map  quoted  in  the  report 
above  mentioned  is  that  of  Emanuel  Bowen,  geog- 
rapher to  the  King,  published  in  1775,  in  which  the 
Penobscot,  and  a  line  drawn  from  one  of  its  sources, 
crossing  the  St.  John,  to  the  source  of  that  branch 
now  called  the  Madawaska,  are  distinctly  laid 
down  as  the  western  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia. 
So  in  all  the  maps  which  place  tne  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia  on  the  highlands  at  the  source  of 
the  Sl  John,  those  highlands  and  that  source  are 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Walloostook,  which  is  now 
known  to  be  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  John. 
The  inference  or  assumption,  then,  that  it  was  net 
the  intention  of  the  commissioners  who  negotiated 
the  treaty  of  peace  that  any  portion  of  the  valley  or 
waters  of  the  St.  John  should  be  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  because  the  Ameri- 
can negotiators  of  ihat  treaty  proposed  the  north- 
west angle  of,  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  highlands  at 
the  source  of  the  St.  John,  as  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, in  establishing  the  boundaries  pf  the  Uniied 
States,  is,  it  is  believed,  wholly  unwarranted.  The 
fact,  on  the  contrary,  as  it  seems  to  the  undersigned, 
disproves  any  such  intention  or  supposition  on  the 
part  of  the  American  commissioners. 

The  British  commissaries,  Messrs.  Mildmay 
and  De  Cosne,  in  their  reply  of  the  23d  of  January, 
1753,  to  the  French  commissaries,  say:  "We  have 
sufficiently  proved,  first,  that  Acadia  (Nova  Scotia) 
has  had  an  inland  limit  from  the  earliest  times;  and, 
secondly,  that  that  limit  has  ever  been  the  river 
St.  Lawrence."  At  that  time,  then,  the  British 
Government  contended  that  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  formed  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
as  one  line,  and  a  line  drawn  north  from  the  $(. 
Croix  to  the  St.  Lawrence  as  the  other;  and  this  is 
in  conformity  with  the  position  assigned  to  it  on 
Mitchell's  map  and  some  others,  By  the  grant  to 
Sir  William  Alexander,  thenorth  west  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia  was  also  placed  at  the  river  SL  Lawrence, 
although  its  precise  locality  on  that  river  is  not  de- 
termined by  the  language  of  the  grant. 

The  French  conunissaries,  on  their  part,  con- 
tended that  the  limits  of  Canada  extended  on  the 
south  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  so  as  to  embrace 
the  territory  watered  by  the  rivers  that  emptied 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  "Lespays 
dont  les  eaux  vontse  rendre  dans  le  fleuve  Si.  Lau- 
rent." The  commissions  granted  to  the  Governors 
of  Canada,  and  all  the  public  documents  issued  by 
the  authority  of  the  French  Government,  fully  su^ 
tain  their  position.  There  is  no  ground,  say  they, 
for  entertaining  a  doubt  that  all  the  commissions 
granted  by  the  King,  for  the  government  of  Cana- 
da, were  conceived  in  the  same  terms.  In  the 
splendid  Universal  Atlas,  published  at  Paris  by  De 
Vaugondy  &  Son,  in  1757,  there  is  a  map  dated 
1755,  and  referred  to  expressly  by  the  author,  who 
was  geographer  to  the  King,  as  illustrating  the  dis- 
pute between  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  regard 
to  the  boundaries  of  their  respective  territories. 
On  this  map,  the  dividing  ridge,  or  highlands,  is 
placed  where  the  United  States  have  ever  contended 
It  is  onl}"  to  be  found;  and  what  is  deserving  of 
notice  is,  that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
is  there  placed  on  those  highlands,  at  the  head  of 
the  lake  there  called  Metaousta;  the  line  separating 
Nova  Scotia  from  New  England  being  drawn 
through  the  centre  of  that  lake,  to  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix.  The  disputes  above  referred  to  hav- 
ing led  to  a  war  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
France  finally  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  in  February, 
1763,  Canada,  and  abandoned  all  claim  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  whole  territory  in  controversy  be- 
tween the  two  powers.  On  the  7th  of  October 
1763,  his  Britannic  Majesty  issued  his  prockunatlon' 
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defining  tH^  southern  bonndary  of  Canada,  or  the 

frovince  of  Cluebec,  and  establishing  it  where  the 
'lench  had  always  contended  it  was.  Immediafe- 
ly  afterward,  he  also  defined  and  established  the 
western  limit  of  Nova  Scotia;  alleging,  by  way  of 
justification  of  certain  pretensions  which  had  been 
put  forward  in  opposition  to  Massachusetts,  in 
regard  to  the  Penobscot  as  a  boundary,  that,  al- 
though he  might  have  removed  the  line  as  far 
u-est  as  the  Penobscot,  yet  he  would  limit  himself 
at  the  St.  Croix.  Accordingly,  the  western  boun- 
dary of  Nova  Scotia  wbs,  in  November,  1763,  de- 
fined and  established  as  follows:  "By  a  line,"  &c., 
"across  the  entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Pundy,  to  the 
mouih  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  by  the  said  river  to 
its  source,  and  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from 
thence  to  the  southern  boundary  of  our  province 
of  Cluebec."  The  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia was,  by  these  two  documents,  established  in 
November,  1763,  and  defined  to  be  the  angle 
formed  by  the  line  last  described,  and  the  line 
which  "passes  along  the  highlands  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  said 
river  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
sea,  and  also  along  the  north  coast  of  the  Bay  des 
Chaleurs."  We  now  see  wherefore  it  was  that  the 
distinguished  men  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of 
peace  were  so  particular  in  describing  the  precise 
position,  and  giving  so  exact  a  definition  of  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scolia,  mentioned  in  the 
treaty.  They  distinctly  and  explicitly  state  that  mo- 
tive to  be,  that  "all  disputes  which  might  arise  in  fu- 
ture, on  the  subject  of  the  boundaiies  of  the  United 
Stales,  may  be  prevented."  Their  starting  bound, 
or  point  of  departure,  is  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Here  the  question  presents  itself— 
what  northwest  anglel  They  describe  it,  not  that 
northwest  angle  which  in  several  maps  is  laid 
down  on  the  highlands,  at  the  Madawaska  source 
of  the  St.  John;  not  that  northwest  angle  on  the 
southern  bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  laid 
down  on  Mitchell's  map,  and  so  strenuously  con- 
tended for  by  the  British  Government  and  British 
commissaries  in  their  dispute  with  France;  not 
that  northwest  angle  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
described  in  the  charter  or  gran^  by  King  James 
to  Sir  William  Alexander;  but  the  northwest  an- 
gle of  Nova  Scotia,  defined  and  established  in 
November,  1763,  "to  wit:  that  angle  which  is- 
formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source 
of  St.  Croix  river,  to  the  highlands,"  &c.;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  there  might  be  no  ground  for  reviving 
the  old  pretension  in  regard  to  the  Penobrcot,  or 
any  other  western  river,  being  intended  as  the  St. 
Croix,  the  river  St.  Croix  intended  in  the  treaty  is 
declared  to  have  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 
Nor  is  there  any  pretence  of  any  doubt  or  question 
having  been  raised,  until  long  afler  the  treaty  of 
peace,  as  to  -what  highlands  were  intended  in  the 
proclamation  of  1763  as  constituting  the  southern 
tx)undary  of  Cluebec.  So  far  from  it,  the  Parliament 
ofQreat  Britain,  in  1774,  passed  the  Cluebec  act, 
which  was  one  of  the  grievances  complained  of 
by  the  colonies,  and  which  confirmed  the  bounda- 
ries, so  far  as  the  matter  under  consideration  is 
concerned,  defined  and  established  by  that  procla- 
mation. "Of  these  two  public  acts,  the  American 
commissioners  were  not  ignorant  nor  misinformed. 
They  are  both  expressly  referred  to  and  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  August  16,  1782,  already 
mentioned.  To  find  these  highlands,  the  statesman 
and  jurist,  who  has  no  other  object  in  view  than 
to  expound  the  treaty  according  to  its  terms  and 
provisions,  uninfluenced  by  any  secret  bias  or  pre- 
conceived theory,  will,  it  is  believed,  begin,  not  at 
the  mouth  or  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  but  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  at  a  point  north 
of  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix;  and,  following 
the  due-north  line  (so  called)  southward,  he  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  discovering  the  line  of  the 
"  VersarUs"  from  which  issue  the  rivers  that  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The 
whole  and  exclusive  object  and  intent  of  the  proc- 
lamation of  1763,  so  far  as  relates  to  this  matter  of 
boundary  in  that  section  i^f  countr}*^,  was  not  in  any 
way  to  affect  or  alter  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  over 
the  territory  lying  south  of  that  line  of  "  VersanU" 
but  only  to  cut  off  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Massa- 
chusetts that  portion  of  territory  which  was  wa- 
tered by  the  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence.  Accordingly,  the  due- 
north  line  or  boundary  between  Nova  Scotia  and 
Massachusetts  is  described  as  extending  '*from  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
our  proviace  of  Glnebec." 


The  cotmnissioners  of  Maine  do  not  consider 
themselves  as  sent  here  to  argue  the  question  of 
right  in  regard  to  the  conflicting  claims  to  the  dis- 
puted territory,  nor  to  listen  to  an  argument  in  op- 
position to  the  claim  of  Maine.  Their  mission 
contemplated  a  far  difierent  and  more  conciliatory 
object.  They  have,  however,  felt  themselves  com- 
pelled, in  justice  to  Maine,  to  reply  to  two  positions 
assumed  by  Lord  Ashburton — the  soundness  of 
which,  with  great  deference  and  respect  for  his  Lord- 
ship, they  cannot  admit:  First.  That  "it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  pfirties  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783 
to  leave  to  Great  Britain,  by  their  description  of 
boundaries,  the  whole  waters  of  the  river  St.  John.." 
Secondly.  "That  the  treaty  of  1783  xwas  notesecu- 
table  according  to  its  strict  expression.  His  Lord- 
ship also  speaks  of  "a  volume  of  additional  con- 
troversial matter,  which  he  has  not  communicated, 
but  which  he  has  brought  with  him,  and  much  of 
which  would  be  of  no  inconsiderable  weight  and  im- 
portance, if  controversy  were  our  object."  Among 
the  matter  referred  to  in  that  volume,  the  under- 
signed believe  they  have  reason  to  conjecture,  will 
be  found  a  map  entitled  "North  America,  with  the 
New  Discoveries,"  by  William  Faden,  geographer 
to  the  King,  published  in  the  year  1785.  That 
map^a  copy  of  which  is  now  before  the  under- 
signed, communicated  by  you — extends  the  British 
?ossessions  so  as  to  include  the  waters  of  the  St. 
ohn,  and  dispenses  with  the  due-north  line  of  the 
treaty  altogether.  The  map  referred  to  is  a  small 
one,  of  small  pretensions.  It  is,  however,  some- 
what remarkable,  that  the  same  William  Faden 
published,  in  1783,  a  map,  prepared  with  great  care, 
entitled  "  The  United  States  of  North  America, 
with  the  British  and  Spanish  territories,  according 
to  the  treaty,"  in  which  he  lays  down  the  boundary 
of  Q,uebec  according  to  the  act  of  1774,  and  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States  in  precise  accord- 
ance with  the  American  claim.  He  was  not  at 
that  time  geographer  to  the  King.  It  is  well  known 
that  difficulties,  very  soon  aAer  the  treaty  of  peace, 
began  to  spring  up  between  the  United  States  and 
Qreat  Britain,  which  became  more  and  more  ex- 
asperated, until  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  nego- 
tiated by  Mr.  Jay.  During  that  period,  the  bound- 
ary of  the  United  States  became  more  restricted  on 
more  British  maps  than  the  one  published  by  Mr. 
Faden.  How  far  the  new  light  let  in  upon  him 
by  the  feeling  of  the  times  and  his  new  position 
enlightened  the  mind  of  Mr.  Faden  in  making  his 
new  discoveries,  it  is  neither  our  duty  nor  our  dis- 
position to  discuss.  Mr.  Faden  and  others  were 
only  imitating,  in  this  particular,  what  had  been 
done  Some  thirty  years  oefore,  during  the  contro- 
versy between  France  and  Great  Britain;  and  again' 
in  the  subsequent  one  between  the  Crown  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, when  the  officers  of  the  Crown  were 
endeavoring  to  reclaim  the  territory  east  of  the 
Penobscot. 

As  they  have  been  assured  that  Lord  Ashburton 
is  restrained  by  his  iustructions  from  yielding  the 
island  of  Grand  Manan,  or  any  of  the  islands  in 
Passamaqiioddy  bay,  or  even  any  portion  of  the 
narrow  strip  of  territory  which  lies  between  the 
due-north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and 
the  St.  John  river,  above  Eel  river,  so  called,  as  an 
equivalenffor  any  portion  of  the  territory  claimed 
by  Maine  as  within  her  boundaries,  her  commis- 
sioners, on  their  part,  feel  themselves  constrained 
to  say  that  the  portion  of  territory  within  the  limits 
of  Maine,  as  claimed  by  her,  which  they  are  pre- 
pared, in  a  spirit  of  peace  and  good  neighborhood, 
to  yield  for  the  accommodation  of  Great  Britain, 
must  be  restrained  and  confined  to  such  portion 
only,  and  in  such  reasonable  extent,  as  is  necessary 
to  secure  to  Qreat  Britain  "an  unobstructed  com- 
munication and  connexion  of  her  colonies  with 
each  other."  It  appears,  by  Tiis  communication  to 
you,  that  his  Lordship  proposes  to  yield  the  dis- 
puted territory  claimed  by  New  Hampshire,  at  the 
source  of  the  Connecticut  river;  the  strip  of  dis- 
puted territory  at  the  head  of  Vermont,  in  the  pos- 
session of  that  State,  north  of  the  forty  fifih  parallel 
of  latitude;  and  the  strip  of  disputed  territory,  em- 
bracing Rouse's  point,  on  Lake  Champlain,  north 
of  the  same  parallel,  in  the  possession  of  the  State 
of  New  York;  notwithstanding  these  have  been 
decided  by  the  arbiter  to  belong  of  right  to  Great 
Britain. 

Now,  the  undersigned  are  fully  aware  of  the  im- 
'  portance  of  having  all  these  difficulties  in  regard 
to  boundaries  amicably  adjusted,  and  that  it  is 
highly  desirable  to  the  United  States  to  have  them 
/so  adjusted,  and  to  the  particular  States  inter* 
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ested  to  be  confirmed  and  quieted  in  their  respect- 
.  ive  limits  and  possessions.  Bat  it  cannot  nave 
escaped  your  attention,  that  all  this  is  proposed 
to  be  done  partly  at  the  expense  of  Massachusetts, 
but  principally  at  the  expense  of  Maine.  The 
only  thing  in  the  nature  of  an  equivalent  offisred 
to  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  relates  to  a  conces- 
sion, by  Great  Britain,  o^he  right  of  transporting 
the  produce  of  the  fore«Rthout  duty  down  the  St. 
John.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  to 
depreciate  or  underrate  the  value  of  such  a  conces- 
sion; but  it  is  contended  that  it  is  a  privilege  as  de- 
sirable to  New  Brunswick  as  it  is  to  Maine  and 
Massachusetts.  It  is  to  the  territory  of  Maine, 
watered  by  the  St.  John  and  its  tributary  streams, 
that  the  city  of  St.  John's  must  look  for  the  principal 
material  to  maintain  her  external  commerce — for 
her  means  to  pay  for  the  supplies  she  receives  from 
the  mother  country.  The  unobstructed  navigation 
of  the  St.  John,  for  the  transportation  of  the  products 
of  the  forest,  free  of  toll  or  duty  of  any  kind  wnatever, 
would  be  a  concession  mutually  advantageous  to 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  on  the  one  part,  and  to 
Great  Britain  and  New  Brunswick  on  the  other, 
but,  being  mutually  advantageous,  it  ought  not,  per- 
haps, to  be  treated  exactly  in  (he  character  oi  an 
equivalent.  Yielding,  however,  to  the  force  of  the 
considerations  which  have  been  referred  to— consid- 
erations which  afiect  materially  the  interests  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  as  members  of  the  Union 
— and  assuming  it  for  granted,  and  as  a  condition, 
that  the  United  States  themselves  will  furnish  to  the 
two  States  such  an  equivalent  as,  in  justice  and 
equity,  they  ought  to  do,  the  undersigned,  with  the 
assent  and  concurrence  of  the  commissioners  of 
Massachusetu;,  propose  the  following  as  a  conven- 
tional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  State  ofMaineonthe  one  part, 
and  Great  Britain  and  the  territories  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty  on  the  other  part,  viz:  Be^nning  at  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  river  St.  John, 
where  the  due-north  line  from  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix  crosses  the  St.  John;  thence  west- 
erly, by  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  St. 
John,  to  a  point  three  miles  westerly  of  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Madawaska;  thence,  by  a  straight  line, 
to  the  ouilet  of  Long  Lake;  thence  westerly,  by  a  di- 
rect line,  to  the  point  where  the  river  St.  Francis 
empties  itself  into  Lake  Pohenagamook;  thence, 
continuing  in  the  same  direct  line,  to  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  waters  emptying  themselves  into 
the  river  Du  Loup  from  those  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Francis. 

In  proposing  this  line,  the  following  reasons  have 
presentea  themselves  to  the  undersigned  for  adopt- 
ing it  as  a  conventional  line,  or  line  by  agreement, 
in  preference  to  any  other: 

1st.  It  yields  to  Great  Britain  all  she  needs  to  se- 
cure to  her  "an  unobstructed  communication  and 
connexion  of  her  colonies  with  each  other,"  and, 
connected  with  the  unobstructed  and  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  St,  John,  seems  to  meet  the  legitimate 
wants  of  a.11  parties. 

2d.  The  most  natural  boundary  from  the  due, 
north  line  to  the  highlands  of  the  treaty  would  be 
the  St.  John  and  the  Madawaska  to  its  source,  as 
first  proposed  by  the  American  commissioners  who 
negotiated  the  peace  of  1783.  But  as  that  boundary, 
taken  in  its  whole  extent,  would  cut  off"  the  commu- 
nication between  the  British  colonies  at  the  Grand 
portage,  the  line  here  proposed  removes  that  diffi- 
culty. At  or  near  the  point  where  the  proposed 
line  leaves  the  St.  John,  which,  from  the  due-nonh 
line  from  the  St.  Croix,  pursues  a  northwesterly 
course  upward,  the  river  suddenly  turns,  and  trends 
for  a  distance  of  about  five  miles  nearly  south,  and 
thence  for  its  whole  course  upward  to  its  source 
trends  southerly  of  west.  To  pursue  the  line  of  the 
St.  John  further  west  than  ihcpoint  indicated,  which 
is  about  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Mada- 
waska, would  be  to  adopt  an  angular  line  project- 
ing itself  into  the  American  territory.  The  outlet 
of  Long  Lake  is  proposed  as  a  natural  and  perma- 
nent bound,  which  cannot  be  mistaken;  and  for  the 
same  reason,  the  inlet  of  Lake  Pohenagamook  is 
also  proposed;  and  the  line  being  continued  to  the 
highlands,  removes  all  possible  ground  of  misap- 
prehension and  controversy. 

3d.  As  Great  Britain  has  restrained  her  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  granting  any  territorial  equiv- 
alent, to  be  incorporated  into  the  territorial  lijnits  of 
Maine,  any  further  concession  of  territory  on  the 
part  of  Maine  could  hardly,  it  is  apprehended,  be 
expected  from  her.  . 

In  making  the  proposition  above  submitted  oq 
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their  part,  in  connexion  with  a  concession  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  of  the  unobstructed  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  John,  and  all  its  branches  and  tribu- 
taries which,  in  any  part,  flow  from  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  tor  the  transportation  of  the  lum- 


ber and  products  of  iheforest,  free  of  toll  or  duty, 
the  undersigned  had  sAbosed  it  quite  possible  that 
they  had  misapprehenoea  the  meaning  intended  to 
be  conveyed  bv  the  expression  of  Lord  Asbburton, 
where  he  speaVs  of  "some  one  of  the  sources  of  the 
St.  John."  But  they  have  now  just  learned  (infor- 
mally) that  the  expression  was  used  by  him  advi- 
sedly, meaning  thereby  some  one  of  the  sources  of 
that  river  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sources  of 
the  Penobscot  and  Chaudi'ere.  His  proposition, 
therefore,  extends  to  a  yielding,  on  the  part  of 
Maine,  of  the  whole  territory  on  the  north  side  of 
the  St.  John,  from  ;the  due-north  line  to  its  source; 
and  this,  too,  without  any  territorial  equivalent  to 
Maine.  With  this  explanation,  the  language  of 
Lord  Asbburton  in  calling  the  southern  border  of 
the  St.  John,  from  the  due-north  line  to  the  mouth 
of  Fish  river,  an  "inconsiderable  extent,"  is  more 
readily  understood.  To  this  part  of  the  proposition 
there  is  only  one  reply.  Whatever  may  be  the  so- 
licitude of  tne  undersigned  that  the  difficulties  which 
have  arisen  in  regard  to  the  boundaries  of  Maine 
may  be  amicably  and  definitively  arranged,  the 
proposition,  as  now  explained  and  understood,  can- 
not be  acceded  to. 

In  making  the  oflfer  they  have  submitted,  the  uo- 
dersiened  are  sensible  their  proposition  involves  a 
sacrifice  of  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  just 
claims  and  expectations  of  Mame.  It  is  made  in 
the  spirit  of  peace — of  conciliation.  It  is  made  to 
satisfy  her  sister  States  that  Maine  is  not  pertina- 
cious or  unreasonable,  but  is  desirous  of  peace, 
and  ready  to  make  large  sacrifices  for  the  general 
good. 

« Before  closing  this  communication,  the  under- 
signed feel  it  their  duty,  by  way  of  explanation  to  state 
their  views  in  regard  to  the  French  settlers  atMad- 
awaska.  In  any  treaty  which  may  be  made  with 
Great  Britain,  afiecting  these  people,  the  grants 
which  have  been  made  to  them  by  New  Brunswick 
may  and  ou^ht  to  be  confirmed  in  fee  simple,  with 
sucn  provision  in  regard  to  the  possessory  rights  ac- 
quired by  other  actual  settlers  there,  as  may  be  just 
and  equitable;  and,  also,  the  right  may  be  reserved 
to  the  settlers  on  both  banks  of  the  river  to  elect, 
within  some  reasonable  period,  and  determine  of 
which  Government  the  individuals  signifying  their 
election  will  remain,  or  become  citizens  or  subjects. 
If,  then,  they  should  have  any  preference,  they  will 
have  it  in  their  power,  on  mature  consideration  and 
reflection,  to  decide  for  themselves,  and  act  accord- 
ingly. The  hard  lot  and  sufferings  of  these  people, 
and  of  their  fathers,  give  them  a  claim  to  our  sympa- 
thies. The  atrocious  cruelties  practised  upon  their 
ancestors  are  matters  of  history:  the  appalling  de- 
tails of  them  are  among  their  traditions.  The  fathers 
and  the  mothers  have  taught  them  to  iheir  children. 
When  fleeing  from  their  oppressors,  in  1785,  they 
settled  down  in  the  wilderness,  at  Madawaska;  they 
believed  and  understood  themselves  to  be  within  the 
limits  and  jurisdiction  uf  the  United  States— a  peo- 
ple of  whom  France  had  been  the  friend  and  ally  in 
the  war  which  had  just  terminated  in  their  indepen- 
dence, and  who  was  still  the  friend  and  ally  of  France 
in  peace.  Their  history  since  that  period  had  lost 
little  of  its  interest.  Too  few  in  number,  too  weak 
in  resources,  too  remote  to  expect  or*  receive  aid, 
they  have  submitted  to  whatever  master  assumed 
authority  over  them.  With  a  knowledge  of  their 
history,  and  the  wrongs  they  and  their  ancestors 
have  suffered,  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  people  of 
Maine  to  bring  themselves  into  the  beliel  that 
these  people  are  opposed  to  living  under  the  mild 
and  gentle  sway  of  our  free  institutions.  It  will  be 
equally  difficult  for  the  people  of  Miaine  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  it  is  only  from  a  lively  and  disin- 
terested sympathy  for  these  poor  Frenchmen,  that 
the  Grovernment  of  Great  Britain  is  so  solicitous  to 
retain  possession  of  thesoutb  bank  of  the  St.  John, 
extending  from  the  due-north  line,  more  ihan  fifty 
miles,  up  to  Fish  river.  On  the  best  consideration 
they  have  been  able  to  give  to  this  subject,  the  un- 
dersigned can  see  nothing  in  the  condition  or  cir- 
cumstances of  these  settlers  which  would  justify 
them  in  abandoning  the  very  obvious  and  only 
natural  boundary,  to  adopt  one  that  must  be  alto- 
gether arbitrary. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  occa- 
sion to  tender  to  Mr.  Webster,  Secretary  of  State, 


assurances  of  their  distinguished  consideration  and 
respect. 

WM.  P.  PREBLE, 
EDWARD  KAVANAGH, 
EDWARD  KENT, 
JOHN  OTIS. 
Hon.  Daniel  WEBsrER, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 

[confidential.] 
Mr.  Webster  to  iKe  Commissioners  oj  Maine  and 

Massachusetts. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  12th  July,  1849. 
Gentlemen:  I  place  in  your  'hands  a  note  re- 
ceived yesterday  from  Lojd  Asbburton;  it  would 
have  been  transmitted  sooner,  but  I  was  not  able  to 
read  it  myself  until  this  morning. 

1  shall  have  the  honor  of  inviting  a  confer- 
ence with  you  at  an  early  opportunity,  being  very 
desirous  of  making  progress  in  the  business  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  and  satisfied  that  the  various 
parties  in  interest  are  as  well  prepared  now  to  come 
to  a  decision  as  they  are  likely  to  be  at  any  time 
hereaHer. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
The  Hon.  Commissioners 

Of  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Webster  to  the  Maine  Commissioners. 
Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  15,  1843. 

Gentlemen:  You  have  bad  an  opportunity  of 
reading  Lord  Asbburton 's  note  to  me  of  the  11th  of 
July.  Since  that  date,  I  have  had  full  and  frequent 
'  conferences  with  him  respecting  the  Eastern  boun- 
dary, and  believe  I  understand  what  is  practicable 
to  be  done  on  that  subject,  so  far  as  he  is  concern- 
ed. In  these  conferences,  he  has  made  no  positive 
or  binding  proposition— thinking,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  more  desirable,  under  present  circumstances, 
that  such  proposition  should  proceed  from  the 
side  of  the  United  States.  I  nave  reason  to  be- 
lieve, however,  that  he  would  agree  to  a  line  of 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, such  as  is  described  in  a  paper  accompa- 
nying this,  (marked  B,)  and  identified  by  my  sig- 
nature. 

In  establishing  the  line  between  the  monument 
and  the  St.  John,  it  is  thought  necessary  to  adhere 
to  that  run  and  marked  by  the  surveyors  of  the  two 
Governments  in  1817  and  1818.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  line  recently  run  by  Major  Graham  is  more 
entirely  correct;  but,  being  an  ex  parte  line,  there 
would  be  objections  to  agreeing  to  it  without  ex- 
amination, and  thus  another  survey  would  become 
necessary.  Grants  and  settlements,  also,  have  been 
made,  in  conformity  with  the  former  line,  and  its 
errors  are  so  inconsiderable  that  it  is  not  thouo^ht 
that  their  correction  is  a  sufiicient  object  to  dis- 
turb these  settlements.  Similar  considerations  Have 
had  great  weight  in  adjusting  the  line  in  other  parts 
of  it. 

The  territory  in  dispute  between  the  two  coun- 
tries contains  1-^,027  square  miles,  equal  to  7,697,280 
acres. 

By  the  line  described  in  the  accompanying  pa- 
per, there  will  be  assigned  to  the  United  Slates 
7,015  square  miles,  equal  to  4,489,(iOO  acres;  and  to 
England  5,012  square  miles,  equal  to  3,207,680 
acres. 

By  the  award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
there  was  assigned  to  the  United  States  7,908  square 
miles — 5,061,120  acres;  to  England  4,119  square 
miles— 3,636,160  acres. 

The  territory  proposed  to  be  relinquished  to  Eng- 
land, south  of  the  line  of  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, is,  as  you  will  see,  the  mountain  range  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  St.  Francis  river  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  two  contested  lines  of  boundary,  at  the 
Metjarmette  portage,  in  the  [highlands,  near  the 
source  of  the  St.  John.  This  mountain  tract  con- 
tains 893  square  mites — equal  to  571,520  acres.  It 
is  supposed  to  be  of  no  value  for  cultivation  or 
settlement.  On  this  point  you  will  see,  herewith, 
a  letter  from  Captain  Talcott,  who  has  been  occu- 

Eied  two  summers  in  exploring  the  line  of  the 
igblands,  and  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
territory.  The  line  leaves  to  the  United  States, 
between  the  base  of  the  hills  and  the  left  bank  of  the 
St.  John,  and  lying  along  upon  the  river,  a  territory 
of  657,280  acr^,  embracing,  without  doubt,  all  the 
valuable  land  south  of  the  St.  Francis,  and  west  of  the 


St.  John.  Of  the  general  division  of  the  territory, 
it  is  believed  it  may  be  safely  said  that,  while  tj^e 
portion  remaining  with  the  United  States  is  in 
guantity  seven-twelAbs,  in  value  it  is  at*least  four- 
nfihs  01  the  whole. 

Nor  is  it  supposed  that  the  possession  of  the 
mountain  region  is  of  any  importance  in  connexion 
with  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  any  military 
oj)erations.  It  lies  below  all  the  accustomed  prac- 
ticable passages  for  troops  into  and  out  of  Lower 
Canada;  that  is  to  say,  the  Chaudi^re,  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  and  the  Richelieu,  and  the  St.  Lawrence. 
If  an  army  with  its  materiel  could  possibly  pass  into 
Canada  over  these  mountains,  it  would  only  find 
itself  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  below  Glua- 
bec;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  conceivable 
that  an  invading  enemy  from  Lower  Canada  would 
attempt  a  passage  in  this  direction,  leaving  the 
Chaudi^re  on  one  hand,  and  the  route  by  Mada- 
waska on  the  other. 

If  this  line  should  be  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  I  suppose  that  the  British  Minister 
would,  as  an  equivalent,  stipulate,  first,  for  the  use 
of  the  river  St.  John,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  tim- 
ber growing  on  any  of  its  branches  to  tide  water, 
free  from  discriminating  tolls,  impositions,  or  in- 
abilities of  any  kind;  the  timber  enjoyins  all  the 
privileges  of  British  colonial  timber.  Allopinions 
concur  that  this  privilege  of  navigation  must  great- 
ly enhance  the  value  of  the  territory  and  the  timber 
growing  thereon,  and  prove  exceedingly  useful  to 
the  people  of  Maine.  Second,  that  Rouse's  Point, 
in  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  lands  heretofore  sup- 
posed to  be  wiinin  the  limits  of  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  and  New  York,  but  which  a  correct  as- 
certainment of  the  45th  parallel  of  latitude  shows  to 
be  in  Canada,  should  be  surrendered  to  the  United 
States. 

It  is  probable,  also,  that  the  disputed  line  of  boun- 
dary in  Lake  Superior  might  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
leave  a  disputed  island  within  the  United  States. 

These  cessions  on  the  nart  of  England  would 
enure  partly  to  the  benefit  of  the  States  of  New 
Hampsnire,  V^mont,  and  New  York,  but  princi- 
pally to  the  United  States.  The  consideration  on 
the  part  of  England  for  making  them,  would  be  the 
manner  agreed  upon  for  adjusting  the  Eastern 
boundary.  The  price  of  the  cession,  therefore, 
whatever  it  might  he,  would,  in  fairness,  belong  to 
the  two  States  interested  in  the  manner  of  that  ad- 
justment. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  I  am 
authorized  to  say  that,  if  the  commissioners  of  the 
two  States  assent  to  the  line  as  described  in  the  ac- 
companying paper,  the  United  Stales  will  under- 
take to  pav  to  tnese  States  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  divided  between 
them  in  equal  moieties;  and,  also,  to  undertake  for 
the  settlement  and  payment  of  the  expenses  incur- 
red by  thase  States  for  the  maintenance  of  the  civil 
posse;  and,  also,  for  a  survey  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  make. 

The  line  suggested,  with  the  compensations  and 
equivalents  which  have  been  stated,  is  now  submit- 
ted for  your  consideration.  That  it  is  all  which 
might  have  been  hoped  for,  looking  to  the  strength 
of  the  American  claim,  can  hardly  be  said.  But, 
as  the  settlement  of  a  controversy  of  such  duration 
is  a  maUer  of  high  importance;  as  equivalents  of 
undoubted  value  are  ofifered;  a^  longer  postpone- 
ment and  delay  would  lead  to  further  inconveni- 
ence, and  to  the  incurring  of  farther  expenses; 
and  as  no  better  occasion — or,  perhaps,  any  other 
occasion— for  settling  the  boundary  by  agreement, 
or  on  the  principle  of  equivalents,  is  ever  likely  to 
present  itself,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
nopes  that  the  commissioners  of  the  two  States  will 
find  it  to  be  consistent  with  their  duty  to  assent  to 
the  line  proposed,  and  to  the  terms  and  conditions 
attending  the  proposition. 

The  President  has  fell  the  deepest  anxiety  for  an 
amicable  settlement  of  the  question,  in  a  manner 
honorable  to  the  country,  and  such  as  should  pre- 
serve the  rights  and  interests  of  the  States  con- 
cerned. From  the  moment  of  the  announcement  of 
Lord  Ashburton's  mission,  he  has  sedulously  en- 
deavored to  pursue  a  course  the  most  respectful 
towards  the  States,  and  the  most  useful  to  their  in- 
terests, as  well  as  the  most  becoming  to  the  charac- 
ter and  dignity  of  the  Government.  He  will  be 
happy  if  the  result  shall  be  such  as  shall  ttatisfy 
Maine  and  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  ihe 
country.  With  these  sentiments  on  the  part  of  the 
President,  and  with  the  conviction  that  no  mora 
advantageous  arrangement  can  be  made,  the  sab- 
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iect  is  now  referred  to  the  grave  deliberation  of  the 
commissioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Commissioners  op  Maine.* 


B. 


Beginning  at  the  monument  at  tha  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix,  as  designated  by  the  commissioners 
under  the»fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  between 
the  Grovemmenis  of  the  United  States  and  Qreat 
Britain;  thence,  northj/ollowing  the  exploring  line 
run  and  marked  by  the  surveyors  of  the  two  Gov- 
ernments in  they^ars  1817and  1818,  under  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  its  intersection 
with  the  river  St.  John,  and  to  the  middle  of  the 
^channel  thereof;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  said  river  St.  John,  to  the  month  of  the 
river  St.  Francis;  thence,  up  the  middle  of  the 
channel  of  the  said  river  St.  Francis,  and  of  the 
lakes  through  which  it  flows,  to  the  outlet  of  the 
lake  Pohenagamook;  thence,  southwesterly,  in  a 
straight  line,  to  a  point  on  the  northwest  branch  of 
the  river  St.  John,  which  point  shall  be  ten  miles 
distant  from  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  John,  in  a 
straight  line,  and  in  the  nearest  direction;  but  if  the 
said  point  shall  be  found  to  be  less  than  seven  mUes 
from  the  nearest  point  of  the  summit  or  crest  of 
the  highlands  that-  divide  thase  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  then  the  said 
point  shall  be  made  to  recede  down  the  said  river 
to  a  point  seven  'miles  in  a  straight  line  from  the 
said  summit  or  crest;  thence,  in  a  straight  line,  in 
a  coarse  .about  south  eight  degrees  west,  to  the 
point  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  46  deg.  25 
min.  intersects  the  southwest  branch  of  the  St. 
John;  thence,  southerly,  by  the  said  branch,  to  the 
source  thereof,  in  the  highlands  at  the  Meijarmette 
portage;  thence,  down  along  the  said  highlands,  to 
the  head  of  Hall's  stream;  thence,  down  the  middle 
of  said  stream,  till  the  line  thus  run  intersects  the 
old  line  of  boundary  surveyed  and  marked  by  Val- 
entine and  Collins,  previously  to  the  year  1774,  as 
the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  and  which  has  been 
known  and  understood  to  be  the  line  of  actual  divi- 
sion between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont on  one  side,  and  the  British  province  of  Cana- 
da on  the  other;  and  from  said  point  of  intersec- 
tion, west,  alonffthe  saiddividing  line,  as  heretofore 
known  and  understood,  to  the  Iroquois  or  St.  Law- 
rence river. 

Captain  TaicoU  to  Mr,  Webster. 

WAsmNGTON,  I4lh  July,  184:2. 
Sir:  The  territory  within  the  lines  mentioned  by 
you  contains  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  square 
miles,  equal  to  five  hundred  and  seventy-one  thovr- 
sand  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  It  is  a  long 
and  narrow  tract  upon  the  mountains  or  highlands, 
the  distance  from  Lake  Pohenagamook  to  the  Met- 
jarmette  portage  being  one  hundred  and  ten  miles. 
The  territory  is  barren,  and  without  timber  of 
value;  and  1  should  estimate  that  nineteen  parts 
out  of  twenty  are  unfit  for  cultivation.  Along  80 
miles  of  this  territory,  the  highlands  throw  up 
into  irregular  eminences  of  different  heights,  and, 
though  observing  a  general  northeast  and  south- 
west direction,  are  not  brought  well  into  line.  Some 
of  the  elevations  are  over  three  thousand  feet  above 
the  sea. 

The  formation  is  primitive  siIiceou^:  rock,  with 
slate  resting  upon  it,  around  the  basis.  Between 
the  eminences  are  morasses  and  swamps,  through- 
out which  beds  of  moss,  of  luxuriant  growth,  rest 
on  and  cover  the  rocks  and  earth  beneath.  The 
growth  is  such  as  is  usual  in  mountain  regions  on 
this  continent,  in  high  latitudes.  On  some  of  the 
ridges  and  eminences,  birch  and  maple  are  found; 
on  others,  spruce  and  fir;  and  in  the  swamps,  spruce 
intermixed  with  cedar,  but  the  wood,  everywhere, 
is  insignificant,  and  of  si4nted  growth.  It  will 
readily  be  seen,  therefore,  that,  for  cultivation,  or 
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as  capable  of  furnishing  the  means  of  human  sub- 
sistence, the  lands  are  of  no  value. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TALCOTT,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Maine  Commissioners  to  Mr,  Webster. 

WAsmNGTON,  July  16, 1842. 

Sir:  We  learn  from  the  letter  addressed  to  you 
by  Lord  Ashburton,  dated  the  llih  instant,  and  by 
you  communicated  to  the  commissioners  of  Maine 
and  Massachusetts,  that  the  line  proposed  by  us  as  a 
conventional  line,  with  the  assent  and  concurrence 
of  the  commissioners  of  Massachusetts,  in  our  note 
to  you  of  the  29ih  ultimo,  is  inadmissible.    His 
Lordship  even  expresses  himself  as  being  "quite 
at  a  lobS  to  account  for  such  a  proposal;"' ana  ap- 
peals to  your  candid  judgment  to  say  "whether 
this  is  a  proposition  of  conciliation  "  and  whether 
it  could  reasonably* be  expected  that,   whatever 
might  be  the  anxiety  of  nis  Qovernment  for  a 
friendly  settlement,  h^  could  be  found  with  power 
to  accede  to  such  terms.  •  That  public,  to  which 
his  Lordship  more  than  once  alludes  in  both  his 
letters,  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  judge  which 
proposition,  on  the  whole,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  is  best  entitled  to  the  charac- 
ter of  conciliatory— his  Lordship's  or  ours.     To 
you,  sir,  the  commissioners  myst  be  permitted  to 
msist  that  they  did  intend  and  consider  their  offer 
as  a  proposition  of  conciliation,  however  it  may 
appear  to  Lord  Ashburton.    It  is  predicated  upon 
the  basis  of  yielding  to  Great  Britain  all   she 
needs,  and  more  than  she  needs,  for  the  natural, 
convenient,  and  "unobstructed  communication  and 
connexion  of  her  colonies  with  each  other."    A 
desire  on  her  part  to  obtain  which,  is  believed  to  be 
at  the  bottom  of  this  controversy;  and  the  necessity 
of  securing  which,  even  his  Lordship  seems  to  ad- 
mit has  been  the  main  reason  of  her  continuing 
to  persist  in  it.    The  royal  arbiter,  as  his  Lordship 
is  pleased  to  call  him,  clearly  understood  this,  and 
governed  himself  accordingly.    He  recommended 
tBe  yielding,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of 
this  portion  of  territory,  coupling  it  at  the  same 
time  with  the  yielding,  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  the  United  States,  of  Rouse's  Point,  on  Lake 
Champlain,  and  the  fort  there  erected,   with  its 
kilometrical  radius,  and  so  much  of  the  territory 
adjacent  as  might  be  necessary  to  include  it.    The 
existence  of  such  a  place  and  its  fortifications  had 
not  been  even  alluded  to  in  the  American  state- 
ments nor  by  the  American  agents.    The  British 
agents  could  not  suffer  such  a  fact  to  pass  unno- 
ticed.   They  studiously  informed  the  royal  arbiter 
in  their  first  statement,  and  look  care  to  advert  to  it 
again  in  their  second,  that  there  was  "a  certain 
point  called  Rouae^s  Pointy  where  there  happened  to 
oe  an  important  American  fort,  which  had  been 
erected  not  long  before,  at  considerable  expense,  as 
a  defence  for  that  frontier."     Thus  admonishea  of 
the  fact,  the  royal  arbiter  readily  Availed  himself 
of  it,  and  placed  the  value  and  convenience  of  this 
supposed  important  military  |)osition  and  fortifica- 
tion to  the  account  of  the  United  States,  as  an  off- 
set for  the  territorv  in  Maine  needed  for  the  con- 
venience of  Great  Britain,  and  for  "the  unobstruct- 
ed communication  and  connexion  of  her  colonies 
with  each  other;"  supposing,  without  doubt,  that 
in  so  doing  he  was  promoting  the  interests,  and 
objects,  and  convenience  of  both  nations.    When, 
therefore.  Lord  Ashburton  bases  his  proposition 
on  the  supposition  that  "the  division  by  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands  satisfied   fairly  the  equity  of 
the  case  between  the  parties,"  and  restrains  that 
monarch's  views  to  an  equitable  division  of  the 
territory  in  dispute  in  Maine  only,  he  overlooks, 
as  it  appears  to  us,  the  fact  that  both  matters 
were  before  his  Majesty's  mind  at  one  and  the 
same  time;  and  that,  as  in  the  one  instance  he 
recommended  that  a  certain  portion  of  territory 
should  be  yielded  by  the  United  States  to  Great 
Britain  for  her  accommodation,  so,  in  the  other, 
he  recommended  that  a  certain  other  portion  of 
territory,  belonging  of  right  to  Great  Britain,  in 
his  opinion,  should  be  yielded  by.  Great  Britain  to 
the  United  States,  for  tneir  suppased  accommoda- 
tion and  security,    it  is  true  tnat  Rouse's  Point 


had  formerly  been  considered  as  of  great  import- 
ance as  a  military  position,  and  that  the  United 
States  had  expendedf  very  large  sums  of  money  in 
erecting  fortincatiuns  there.  The  royal  arbiter, 
therefore^  acting  under  the  influence  of  the  ez- 
parte  information  so  gratuitously  furnished  him, 
might  well  attach  to  Rosse's  Point  and  its  fortifica- 
tions an  inflated  importance;  and,  takinc^  the  whole 
relations  and  interests  of  the  parties  before  him  in- 
to consideration,  might  regard  his  recommendation 
as  satisfying  fairly  the  equity  of  the  case  between 
the  parlies.  But,  however  this  may  be,  it  is  certain 
that  what  would  be  an  equitable  division  of  the  ter- 
ritory in  dispute  was  never  submitted  to  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands  at  all  by  the  United  States;  that 
no  evidence  upon  that  point  was  placed  before  him 
by  the  United  States  nor  were  the  United  States  or 
their  agents  ever  heard  or  consulted  on  that  point 
by  him.  Against  the  adoption  of  his  recommenda* 
tiou  in  this  respect,  the  state  of  Maine  has  ever 
solemnly  protested;  and  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  who  alone  had  the  constitutional  power  to 
adopt  and  ratify  it,  rejected  it  with  great  unanimi- 
ty. The  recommendation  of  the  royal  arbiter, 
therefore,  given  under  such  circumstances,  can  in 
no  way  aflfect  the  riehts  of  the  parties  in  interest, 
and  is  in  fact  entitled  to  no  more  consideration  and 
respect  than  that  of  any  other  gentleman  of  equal 
intelligence  and  information  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances. We  feel  it  our  duty,  therefore,  to  say 
to  you  that  the  hypothesis  assumed  by  Lord  Ash- 
burton, that  the  portion  of  disputed  territory'cut  off" 
from  Maine  by  the  line  recommended  by  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands  should  be  yielded  to  Great  Brit* 
ain  without  any  equivalent  whatever,  cannot  be, 
and  in  our  opinion  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  be, 
admitted  or  acquiesced  in  by  the  commissioners  of 
Maine. 

Among  the  objections  made  by  Lord  Ashburton 
to  iheline  proposed  by  us,  drawn  from  the  bend  of 
the  St.  John,  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Madawaska,  to  the  outlet  of  Long  lake,  one  is,  that 
it  is  an  arbitrary  line,  which  nobody  ever  suggested 
before;  and  that  it  would  give  to  Great  Britain  less 
than  the  award  of  the  arbiter.  All  this  is  true. 
But  the  line  proposed  by  us  is  a  straight  line,  like 
that  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  drawn  from 
one  well-known  natural  monument  to  another  well- 
known  natural  monument,  within  convenient  dis- 
tances of  each  other,  and  about  which  there  could 
be  no  mistake  or  dispute.  It  yields  also  all,  and 
more  than  all,  that  is  needed  by  Great  Britain  for 
the  unobstructed  communication  and  connexion  of 
her  colonies  with  each  other;  and,  as  suggested  by 
us  in  our  note  of  the  29th  ult.,  was  proposed,  rather 
than  the  channel  of  the  Madawaska,  solely  for  that 
reason  and  on  that  account;  and  what  does  Great 
Britain  want  of  morel  If  the  true  character  of  that 
territory  be  of  the  description— "the  miserable  de- 
scription"—stated  by  his  Lordship  in  his  note  of  the 
21st  ult.,  why  should  he  feel  it  to  be  an  objection  that 
the  line  proposed  by  us  would  give  to  Great  Britain 
less  than  the  award  of  the  arbiter,  when  it  gives 
her  enough  to  answer  all  her  purposes?  Beyond 
the  designated  bend  of  the  Sit  John,  the  course  of 
that  river  is  such  as  to  make  with  the  St.  Francis 
an  acute  angle — thereby  forming  between  them  a 
wedge  of  territory  inserting  itself,  for  its  whole 
length,  according  to  that  award,  into  the  territory  of 
the  United  States.  Again,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tunle  river,  (so  called,)  a  few  miles  at>ove  the  des- 
ignated bend  of  the  St.  John,  there  is  a  small  set- 
tlement of  Americans  holding  their  lands  under 
grants  from  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  Again:  the 
river  Sl  Francis  is  one  whose  course  is  exceedingly 
crooked,  having  many  sharp  bends:  so  that,  while 
the  distance  by  the  river  and  lakes  from  the  Grand 
Portilge  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  is  estima- 
ted by  the  assistant  ^eoloeist  of  Massachusetts 
(who^oUowed  it  down  its  whole  length)  at  not  less 
than  eighty-five  miles,  the  distance  from  the  one 
point  to  the  other  in  a  straight  line  is  only  about 
forty  miles.  Moreover,  the  line  recommended  bv 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  topography  of  the  country,  is  believed 
to  be  impracticable,  on  account  of  there  being,  in 
fact,  no  such  stream  emptying  into  the  lake  as.  in 
his  recommendation,  he  supposes  to  exist.  And 
we  will  add,  that,  however  miserable  his  Loidsbip 
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may  consider  the  territory  there  to  be,  we  regard  it 
as  of  much  value,  inasoiuch  as  it  is  well  knowa  to 
be  covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  timber — equal,  it 
is  said,  to  any  to  be  found  on  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. 

In  connexion  with  these  considerations,  we  wish 
to  add  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  the  right  to 
float  down  our  timber  on  the  St.  John,  since  his 
Ix)rdshiphas  made  it  a  special  subject  or  comment. 
Great  changes,  as  his  Lordship  well  knows,  are 
brought  about  in  the  state  of  tninss  by  the  mere 
course  of  time.  The  timber  of  New  Brunswick 
suitable  for  the  British  market  has  nearly  all  dis- 
appeared. While  they  had  a  supply  of  their  own, 
the  right  of  carrying  down  our  lumber  was  most 
strenuously  and  pertinaciously  resisted,  ns  Lord 
Asbburton  himselt  states.  A  very  large  qnantitv 
of  the  most  valuable  lumber  is  situated  on  the  bank 
of  the  Alagash,  above  the  falls  of  that  river.  By 
first  throwing  a  dam  across  the  Alagash,  and  then, 
with  a  common  pickaxe  and  spade,  digging  a  chan- 
nel across  the  British  highlands,  our  enterprising 
lumbermen  have  found  ine  means  of  turning  the 
valuable  timber  of  the  Alagash  down  the  river 
Penobscot.  More  than  six  million  feet  of  this  lum- 
ber were  sawed  in  the  mills  of  the  Penobscot  the 
last  season.  How  far  the  change  in  the  disposition 
o(  the  British  cabinet,  which  his  Lordship  speaks 
of}  has  been  efi*ected  by  these  and  the  like  consider- 
ations, it  is  not  our  purpose  to  inquire;  nor  do  we 
mean  to  be  understood  as  undervaluing  this  change 
of  polic3r.  Our  object  has  been  to  show  that  Great 
Britain,  in  making  the  proposition,  Ls  pursuing  her 
own  objects,  and  promoting  her  own  interests,  and 
not  making  any  sacrifice,  by  way  of  an  equivalent 
for  concessions  on  ou r  part.  It  will  not  have  escaped 
your  recollection  that  the  river  St,  John  is  not  a 
liver  navigable  irom  the  sea,  in  the  ordinary  ac- 
ceptation of  that  expression.  There  is  a  ledge 
running  across  the  mouth  of  that  river,  of  such 
a  character  that,  owing  to  the  very  high  tides  in 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  there  is  a  fall  of  about  twenty 
feet  out  at  low  water,  and  a  fall  of  some  four  feet 
in  at  high  water.  It  is  only  about  forty  five  min- 
utes in  a  tide  that  you  can  pass  in  or  out  of  the 
river  at  all;  and,  even  during  that  short  period, 
the  passage  is  a  difficult  and  dangerous  one.  So, 
again,  there  is  a  fall  of  about  forty  feet  on  the 
Aroostook  before  you  reach  the  American  territo- 
ry; and  a  fall  also  on  the  St.  John  itself  of  eighty 
feet,  before  you  reach  the  State  of  Maine,  as  you 
follow  up  the  river.  The  boasted  free  navigation 
of  the  St.  John  and  its  tributaries,  from  the  dispu- 
ted territory,  may  well  be  illnstraied  by  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Potomac  to  this  city  from  the 
valley  of  the  Shenandoah.  When,  therefore,  as 
commissioners  of  Maine,  we  consented  to  accept, 
as  an  equivalent  from  Great  Britain  for  the  terri- 
tory proposed  to  be  yielded  to  her  for  her  conve- 
nience and  accommodation,  the  free  navigation  of 
the  St.  John  for  the  floating  down  of  our  lumber, 
we  did  consider  ourselves,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  as  having  proposed  all  that  a 
liberal  spirit  of  conciliation  could  require  us  to  do. 
And  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper  oy  you  if  we 
here  advert  to  the  fact  that  we  cannot  regard  the 
relinquishment  by  the  British  (Government  of  any 
claim  heretofore  advanced  by  it  to  territory  within 
the  limits  of  Maine,  as  assented  by  her,  as  a  con- 
sideration or  equivalent  for  the  yielding,  on  our 
part,  to  Great  Britain,  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
same  territory.  On  this  point,  the  declarations 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maine  are  explicit,  and  we 
are  bound  to  respect  them. 

By  his  Lordship's  note  of  the  lUh  instant,  we 
learn  th^t  he  withdraws  that  part  of  his  proposition 
which  relates  to  a  cession  of  territory  on  the  south 
side  of  the  St.  John.  Even  with  this  restriction  of 
his  proposition,  thte  adoption  of  the  St.  John  as  a 
boundary  from  the  line  drawn  diue  north  from  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croix,  at  its  intersection  with  the 
St.  John,  to  a  source  of  that  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  sources  of  the  Penobscot  and  Metjarmette. 
would  yield  to  Great  Britain  nearly  four  milIion.s 
of  acres,  and  more  than  one-half  of  the  whole  ter- 
ritory to  which  "She  has  ever  pretended  to  setup  a 
claim.  Nor  is  this  all.  His  Lordship  further  pro- 
poses to  abide  by  the  exploring  line  (so  called)  run 
and  marked  in  1817,  from  the  monument  at  the 
.source  of  the  St.  Croix— a  line  which. interferes 
with,  and  cuLsofi,a  portion  of  the  grants  made  long 
before  by  Massachusetts.  This  line  is  well  known 
not  to  be  the  Inu  line — ^never  was  run  as  such,  nor 
pretended  so  to  be.  It  takes,  however,  from  Maine 
9  strip  of  territory  which  is  nearly  a  mile  wide 


where  it  crosses  the  St.  John,  and  which  diminishes 
in  width  till  it  reaches  the  monument.  His  Lord- 
ship's proposition  contemplates  the  adoption  and 
establishment  of  that  exploring  line  as  the  true 
boundary.  It  does  not  fall  within  our  province  to 
consider  the  value  of  those  shreds  and  patches 
which  his  Lordship  proposes  to  yield  to  the  United 
States  as  an  equivalent.  In  New  Hampshire,  he 
consents  to  take  the  true  northwest  source  of  Con- 
necticut river,  instead  of  the  northeast  source,  as 
being  the  source  intended  in  the  treaty  of  1783. 
In  Vermont,  he  will  abide  by  the  old  line,  which 
was  run,  marked,  and  solemnly  established  nearly 
seventy  years  ago.  In  New  York,  he  will  abide  by 
the  same  old  line,  the  effect  of  rectifying  it  being 
merely  to  give  to  New  York  a  small  angular  strip 
on  the  west,  and  Great  Britain  a  small  angular  strip 
on  the  east.  These  small  tracts  and  parings  shaved 
from  the  States  just  named,  and  the  right  of  float- 
ing down  the  St.  John  the  products  of  the  forest, 
as  alreadv  explained,  constitute  alone  the  sum  and 
magnitude  of  the  equivalent  offered  by  his  Lordship 
for  the  whole  territory  of  Maine  on  the  north  side 
of  the  St.  John.  Whether  such  a  proposition  has 
pre-eminent  claims  over  the  one  we  have  made,  to 
be  regarded  as  a  "proposition  of  conciliation,"  we 
leave  to  that  public  to  which  his  Lordship  is  pleased 
so  often  to  refer. 

Lord  Ashburton  has  been  led  into  an  error,  (un- 
intentional, no  doubt,  on  his  part)  if  he  supposes 
that,  in  submitting  to  you  what  we  apprehend  to  be 
the  reason  why  the  precise  and  peculiar  phraseol- 
ogy used  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  respecting  tne  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  adoptedby  the  dis- 
tinguished men  who  framed  it,  our  object  was  to 
revive  and  enter  upon  a  controversy,  which,  for  the 
present,  at  least,*  should  be  permitted  to  rest  in 
peace.  His  Lordship,  in  his  letter  to  you  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  had  assumed  it  as  a  fact,  and  as  the  groimd 
upon  which  the  negotiation  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment was  to  proceed,  that  the  language  and  phrase- 
ology of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  such,  "tnat  the 
treaty  itself  was  not  executable  according  to  its 
strict  expression."  We,  on  our  part,  coum  make 
no  such  "admission,"  nor  acquiesce  in  any  such 
"presumption,"  nor  by  our  silence  even  be  .supposed, 
for  a  moment,  to  proceed  in  the  negotiation  on  any 
such  ground  or  hypothesis;  nor  could  we  sufler  to 
pass  without  observation  the  declaration  of  a  set- 
tled conviction  on  the  part  of  the  minister  of  Great 
Britain,  made  under  such  circumstances,  and  with 
such  bearings,  "that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties to  the  treaty  of  1783  to  leave  to  Great  Britain 
the  whole  waters  of  the  St.  John."  If  his  Lord- 
ship would  have  avoided  the  introduction  of  any 
remarks  bearing  on  these  points  on  our  part,  it 
seems  to  us  that  he  himself  should  have  avoiaed 
giving  occasion  for  them.  It  is  not  a  little  remark- 
able, mat  the  very  dispute  which  the  sagacious  men 
who  framed  the  treaty  endeavored,  by  their  studied 
and  select  phraseology  and  terms  to  guard  against, 
should  have  arisen,  notwithstanding  all  their  care 
and  precaution. 

We  have  already  shown,  in  our  letter  to  you  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  that  the  members  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  and  the  framers  of  the  treaty  of  1783 
well  knew  of  the  existence  and  prescriptions  of  the 
proclamation  of  1763,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Ctaebec  act  of  1774.  They  also  well  knew  that 
the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  north- 
east angle  of  Massachusetts  (Maine)  were  adjacent 
angles. 

They  knew  that  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts 
and  Nova  Scotia  extended  back  from  the  Atlantic 
ocean  to  the  Southern  boundary  of  the  province  of 
Gtuebec;  and  they  well  knew  that  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  province  of  Ctuebec,  both  by  the 
proclamation  of  1763  and  the  GLuebec  act  of  1774, 
was  the  north  side  of  the  bay  des  Chaleurs  and  the 
line  of  the  highlands,  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  in  which  the  rivers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  on  that  side,  take 
their  rise.  When,  however,  they  came  to  inquire 
whereabouts  was  the  line  that  separated  Massa- 
chusetts from  Nova  Scotia,  they  were  at  a  loss. 
Accordingly,  both  in  the  instructions  drawn  up 
and  sanctioned  in  1779,  and  in  the  report  and 
doings  of  the  Congress  in  August,  1788,  it  was 

f proposed  that  the  eastern  boundary  .should  be  "a 
ine  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  between  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called 
the  province  of  Maine,  and  the.  colony  of  Nova 
Scotia,  according  to  their  respective  rignts."  The 
Committee  of  Congress,  in  their  report  of  16th 
August,  178S,  afler  suggesting  several  vague  and 


unsatisfactory  reasons  for  considering  the  St.  John 
as  the  true  boundary,  add:  "We  are  obliged  to  urge 
probabilities;"  "but  we  wish  that  the  Northeastern 
boundary  of  Ma.«<8achusetts  may  be  left  to  fniure 
discussion,  when  oUier  evidences  may  be  obtained, 
which  the  toar  has  removed  from  us.**  Mr.  Adams, 
in  his  answer  to  an  interrogatory  propounded  to 
him  15th  August,  1797,  says,  speaking  of  the  ne- 
gotiations at  Parib:  "Documents  from  the  public 
offices  in  Digland  were  brought  over  and  laid  be- 
fore us."  Again:  "The  ultimate  agreement  was  to 
adhere  to  the  charter  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
St.  Croix  river  mentioned  in  it,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  delineated  on  MitcheH's  map."  The  charter 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  here  referred  to,  originally 
embraced  Nova  Scotia  also;  but  Nova  Scotia  hav- 
ing been  erected  into  a  separate  province,  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  weje  curtailed 
and  restricted  to  the  western  boundary,  and  that 
boundary  was  the  river.  St.  Croix. 

To  remove  all  doubts  ift  regard  to  the  limit  or 
boundary  between  Nova  Scotia  and  Massachusetts 
Bay,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  21st  day  of 
November,  1763,  established  and  defined  it  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  "To  the  westward,  although  our  said 
Province  (Nova  Scotia)  hath  anciently  extended, 
and  doth  of  right  extend,  as  far  as  the  river  Penta- 
gonet,  or  Pen(H)6cot,  it  shall  be  bounded  by  a  line 
drawn  from  Cape  Sable  across  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St  Croix, 
by  the  said  river  to  its  source,  and  by  a  line  drawn 
due  north  from  thence  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
our  colony  of  Gtuebec."  that  is  to  say,  to  the  line  of 
the  highlands  from  wnose  northern  declivity  issue 
the  streams  that  form  the  rivers  which  empty  them- 
^Ives  into  the  river  St.  Liawrence  on  its  south  side. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  leaving  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Massachusetts  to  future  discussion,  as  proposed 
provisionally  in  the  instructions  of  Congress  01^1779, 
and  by  the  committee  in  1782,  in  order  to  get  "other 
evidences,"  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  having  the 
documents  before  them,  and  to  prevent  all  disputes 
which  might  in  future  arise  on  the  subject  of  boun- 
daries, at  once  ingrafled  into  the  treaty  tne  boiudarr 
prescribed  by  the  document  of  2lst  November,  1763, 
already  quoted,  as  the  boundary  between  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  United  States.  Hence,  also,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  facts  sta>ed  in  our  communication, 
in  respect  to  the  uncertainty  that  had  existed  in  re- 
gard to  the  true  position  of  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  peculiar  care  and  abundant  can- 
tion  with  which  they  specified  and  defined  which 
of  all  of  those  places  or  positions  where  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia  had  been  supposed  to  be 
situated,  was  the  place  or  position  of  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  intended  by  the  framers  of 
the  treaty.  We  do  not  assume  to  say  that  any  other 
and  difierent  view  of  these  facts  is  most  absurd;  but 
we  will  venture  to  say,  with  the  most  entire  respect 
for  Lgrd  Ashburton,  that,  in  our  opinion,  an  argu- 
ment drawn  from  notorious  and  well-anthenticated 
facts,  such  as  these,  whether  it  be  an  old  or  a  new 
discovery,  is  deserving  of  more  careful  examina- 
tion and  more  consideration  than  his  Lordship 
seems  to  have  bestowed  upon  it. 

There  is  one  other  view,  presented  with  mnch 
confidence  in  his  Lordship's  letter,  which  we  can- 
not permit  to  pass  unnoticed;  we  mean  the  expres- 
ssion  of  his  belief  that  "to  consider  the  Ristigonche 
as  flowing  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  would  be  more 
than  hazardous — it  would  be  roost  absurd." 

The  southern  boundary  of  the  colony  of  Claebec 
is  declared  by  the  proclamation  of  1763  to  be  "a  line 
which  passes  along  the  highlands  which  divide  the 
rivei^  that  empty  themselves  into  the  said  river  St 
Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and 
also  along  the  north  coast  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs 
and  the  coast  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,"  &c. 
The  place  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
in  contradistinction  to  the  grdfol  St.  Lawrence,  is  a 
point  established  beyond  all  dispute.  It  is  at  the 
west  end  of  the  island  of  Anticosti.  The  river  Ris- 
tigonche, which  empties  itself  through  the  Bay  des 
Chaleurs  into  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  is,  bv  the 
proclamation,  classed  and  considered  as  one  oi  "the 
rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  sea,"  not- 
withstanding the  bay  des  Chaleurs  and  the  gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence  are  faioth  named  by  their  distinctive 
appellations  in  the  same  sentence.  In  another  part 
of  the  same  instrument,  the  governors  are  inhibited 
from  passing  any  patents  for  any  lands  beyond  the 
heads  of  any  of'^"the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  iU- 
laniic  ocean  from  the  west  and  northwest."  And  in 
another  clause  it  is  said:  "Our  will  and  pleasure,  as 
aforesaid,  [is,]  to  reserve  all  the  lands  and  territo- 
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lies  lying  to  the  westward  of  the  sources  of  the 
rivenr  which  fall  into  the  sea  from  the  west  and 
northwest  as  aforesaid.^*-  Here  the  words  "sea" 
and  "Atlantic  ocean"  are  used  indiscrirainalelyj  the 
one  being'  substituted  for  the  other,  in  reference  to 
the  rivers  which  flow  from  the  west  and  northwest — 
the  river  Ristigouche  being  one  of  these  rivers. 
"This,  also,  is  in  accordance  with  the  view  enter- 
tained and  expressed  in  his  argument  in  1797  by 
the  British  agent;  who,  in  speaking  of  the  province 
of  Cluebec.  says  that,  by  the  proclamation  of  7ih  Oc- 
tober, 1763,  it  is  "bounded  on  the  south  by  the  high- 
lands which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which 
fall  into  the  sea,  or  Atlantic  ocean."  So,  in  the  com- 
mission to  OuvCarleton  of  27tb  of  December,  1774, 
the  Ristigoucne  is  again  classed  and  considered  as 
a  rirer  railing  into  the  sea;  and  what  is  more  stri- 
king, in  the  same  sentence  in  which  it  speaks  of  the 
islands  of  Madelaine,  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Jjawrence^  it 
speaks  of  "the  river  St.  John,  which  discharges  it- 
self into  the  sea  nearly  opposite  the  west  end  of  the 
island  of  Anticosti."  Atler  the  passage  of  the  Que- 
bec act,  and  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  province  of  Gluebec  was  described 
as  being  "a  line  Irom  the  bay  of  Chaleurs  along 
the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
vhich  fall  into  the  sea,  to  a  point  in  forty-five  de- 
grees of  northern  latitude  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
river  Connecticut,"  &c. 

Again:  after  the  treaty  oi  1783,  the  southern  boun- 
dary of  the  province  of  Cluebec  is  dev«scribed  as  "a 
line  from  the  bay  of  Chaleurs  along  the  highlands 
vhich  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north  westernmost  head  of 
Connecticut  river,"  &c.  But  the  point  of  begin- 
ning being  the  same,  and  the  pojnt  at  the  Connecti- 
cut substantially  the  same,  that  point  after  the  trea- 
ty being  only  placed  further  north,  and  the  rivers 
taking  their  rise  in  the  northern  declivity  being  de- 
scribed in  the  same  identical  words,  the  inference 
appears  irresistible  that  the  highlands  referred  to 
are  one  and  the  same;  and  that  the  rivers  taking 
their  rise  in  the  southern  declivity,  and  described 
before  the  treaty  as  falling  into  the  sea,  and  after  the 
treaty  as  falling  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  are  one 
and  the  same  rivers;  the  words  sea  and  Atlantic 
ocean  being  used  indiscriminately,  and  the  one  sab- 
stitated  for  the  other,  as  had  already  been  done  be- 
fore, in  the  proclamation  of  1763.  The  only  dif- 
ference in  the  description  of  the  boundary  of  the 
province  of  daebec,  and  that  of  the  treaty  of  1783, 
IS,  that  the  boundaiy  of  the  province  of  Cluebec  be- 
gins at  the  bay  of  Chaleurs,  whereas  that  of  the 
treaty  begins  at  a  point  farther  west,  ^ence  it 
plainly  appears  that,  under  the  classification  of 
rivers  with  reference  to  these  highlands,  as  made 
by  the  proclamation  of  1763,  and  recognised  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  the  river  Ristigouche  was  then  classed 
and  considered  as  a  river  which  falls  into  the  sea, 
or  Atlantic  ocean,  in  contradistinction  to  tberivers 
which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  Stm<aw- 
rence.  We  are,  therefore,  wholly  unable  to  per- 
ceive wherein  consists  the  great  absurdity  at  the 
present  day,  in  expounding  the  language  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  of  considering  the  river  Ristigouche 
as  a  river  which  falls  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  unless 
it  be  that,  by  so  doing,  you  interfere  with  the  claims 
and  pretensions  of  Great  Britain. 

Tnere  is  one  other  portion  of  his  Lordship's  note, 
in  which  he  attributes  cerl^n  opinions  to  Mr.  Sul- 
livan, Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Gallatin, 
and  others,  which  we  would  have  wished  to  notice, 
in  order  to  show  how  much  his  Lordship  has 
been  disposed  to  make  out  ol  a  very  little;  but  the 
further  discussion  of  this  subject  we  have  consider- 
ed as  productive  of  little  good,  and  hardly  falling 
within  our  province.  We  have  now  only  to  re- 
peal, what  we  as  distinctly  slated  in  our  note  of 
the  29th  ult.  that  his  Lordship's  proposition,  as  iiow 
modified— namely,  that  Maine  should  yield  to 
Great  Britain  all  the  territory  north  or  the  St. 
John — cannot  be  acceded  to  on  our  part. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  we  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants. 

WM.  P.  PREBLE, 
EDWARD  KAVANAGH, 
EDWARD  KE]>tr, 
JOHN  OTIS. 

Conmissiotiers  of  Massach/usetis  to  jyfr.  Webster. 

Washington,  July  20,  1842. 
Sm :  We  have  the  hbnor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 


ceipt of  your  communication  of  the  I5lhof  July, 
addressed  to  us  as  commissioners  of  Massachu- 
setts, authorized  to  act  in  her  behalf  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  controversy  concerning  the  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States.  Tho  pro- 
posal therein  presented  for  our  assent,  in  behalf 
of  the  Government  we  represent,  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  conventional  boundary  indicated  in 
your  communication,  and  upon  the  terms  and 
equivalents  therein  set  forth,  has  received  our 
careful  consideration,  and,  without  further  delay, 
we  submit  the  following  reply: 

After  the  many  interviews  which  we  have  had 
the  pleasure  to  hold  with  ^ou ,  during  the  progress 
of  the  negotiation  which  is  drawing  to  its  close,  it 
is  unnecessary  for  us  to  express  our  full  concur- 
rent e  in  the  sentiment^  that  the  line  suggested. 
with  its  compensations  and  equivalents,  is  not  all 
which  might  have  been  hoped  for,  in  view  of  the 
strength  of  the  American  claim  to  the  territory  in 
dispute.  But  .inasmuch  as  in  the  progress  of  a  ne- 
gotiation, conaucted  with  great  deliberation,  every 
proposition  has  been  put  forth,  which  any  party, 
in  whatever  manner  and  to  whatever  extent  it 
may  be  interested,  has  been  disposed  to  submit  for 
consideration  ana  adoption,  and  the  ultimate  point 
has  been  reached,  at  which  negotiation  must  result 
in  a  compact,  or  the  interruption  of  farther  effort 
for  its  accomplishment,  we  proceed  to  discharge 
tiie  remaining  duty  which  is  devolved  upon   us. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
act  that  we  are  called  upon  to  perform.  It  is  not 
less  than  the  relinquishment,  by  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  of  territorv  which  she  has  al- 
ways claimed  to  be  a  part  of  her  possessions,  and 
to  which  she  believes  she  has  a  clear  and  in- 
disputable title.  So  strong  is  the  conviction  of 
the  right  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine  to  the 
undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  land  constituting 
what  is  called  the  disputed  territory,  by  force  of 
the  treaty  which  terminated  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, that  she  would  prefer  an  appeal  to  the 
same  arbitrament  by  which  the  acknowledgment 
of  her  right  was  originally  obtained,  to  a  surrender, 
wi^out  just  equivalents,  of  any  portion  of  that 
territory.  Still,  she  is  aware  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States  desire  to 
preserve  peace  and  friendly  relations  with  other 
nations,  so  long  as  they  can  be  maintained  whh 
honor,  by  concessions  which,  not  a  just  policy 
alone,  but  that  which  is  liberal  and  magnanimous, 
may  require.  She  partakesof  the  common  spirit, 
and  its  influence  pervades  all  her  action,  through- 
out this  negotiation. 

There  are  other  considerations  of  weight  in  the 
decision  of  this  question.  Though  the  title  of  ' 
iMIassachusetts  to  the  lands  in  dispute  is  believed 
to  be  perfect,  it  is  not  to  be  overlooked  that  they 
have  been  the  subject  of  controverey  through  ma- 
ny years;  that  attempts,  by  negotiation,  and  throu|[h 
the  intervention  of  an  umpire,  have  been  unsuc- 
cessfully made  to  extinguish  a  conflicting  claim; 
and  that  the  nations  which  are  now  seeking  by 
renewed  negotiation  to  put  a  period  to  the  pro- 
tracted strife,  while  desiring  peace,  have  been 
brought  to  the  verge  of  destructive  war,  through 
dissentions  incident  to  a  disputed  boundary.  Should 
this  negotiation  fail  of  a  successful  issue,  the  al- 
ternative offered  is  a  renewed  submission  of  our 
rights  to  the  determination  of  others.  Past  ex- 
perience enforces  the  belief  that  other  years  must 
elapse,  and  great  inconvenience  be  lelt,  before  a 
decision  can  be  obtained;  and  the  same  monitor 
suggests  the  obvious  truth,  that  however  the  title 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  firmly  established  in  justice,  it  is 
not  equally  certain  that  it  would  be  confirmed  by 
the  tribunal,  from  whose  decision,  whatever  it 
might  be,  no  appeal  could  honorably  be  taken. 

But  the  considerations  which  most  powerfully  im- 
pel the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  acquiesce  in  the 
terms  of  a  treaty,  that  your  communication  indi- 
cates, are,  the  known  desire  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  vexed 
question  of  the  boundary,  and  the  request  of  the 
General  Government,  expressed  through  its  con- 
stitutional organs,  that  Massachusetts  would  yield 
her  consent  to  an  arrangement  which  that  Govern- 
ment deems  to  be  reasonable.  The  State  we  have 
the  honor  to  represent  would  be  slow  to  disappoint 
he  hopes  of  the  nation,  and  reluctant  to  reject 
ttrms  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
urges  her  to  accept,  as  being  compatible,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  that  Gtovemment,  with  the  interests  of 
the  State,  and  essential  to  the  completer  adjustment 


of  the   difiiculties  which  the  security  of  national 
peace  demands. 

Whether  the  national  boundary  suggested  by  yoti 
be  suitable  or  unsuitable — whether  the  compensa-" 
tions  that  Great  Britain  offers  to  the  United  States^ 
for  the  territory  conceded  to  her,  be  adequatt  orin-^ 
adequate— and  whether  the  treaty  which  shall  ber 
effected  shall  be  honorable  to  the  country,  or  incom- 
patible with  its  rights  and  dignity,  are  questions, 
not  for  Massachusetts,  but  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment, upon  its  responsibility  to  the  whole  country, 
to  decide.  It  is  for  the  State  to  determine  for  what 
equivalents  she  will  relinquish  to  the  United 
States  her  interest  in  certain  lands  in  the  disputed 
territory,  so  that  they  may  be  made  available  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Northeastern  boundary,  and  in  a  gen- 
eral seulement  of  all  matters  in  controversy  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  and  with  the  understanding  that  by 
the  words  "the  nearest  point  of  the  highlands."  in 
your  description  of  the  proposed  line  of  bounaarv, 
is  meant  the  nearest  point  of  the  crest  of  the  hign- 
lands;  that  the  right  to  the  free  navigation  of  tne 
river  St.  John  shall  include  the  right  to  the  free 
transportation  thereupon  of  all  products  of  the  soil, 
as  well  as  of  the  forest;  and  that  the  pecuniary 
compensation  to  be  paid  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  shall  be  in- 
creased to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fiAy  thou- 
sand dollars—the  State  of  Massachusetts,  through 
her  commissioners,  hereby  relinquishes  to  the 
United  States  her  interest  in  the  lands  which  will 
be  excluded  from  the  dominion  of  the  United  States 
by  the  establishment  of  the  boundarv  aforesaid. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servants, 

ABBOTT  LAWRENCE, 
JOHN  MILLS, 
CHARLES  ALLEN.  ^ 
Hon.  Danibi.  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 

The  Maiiie  Commissioners  to  Mr,  Webster, 

Washington,  July  22, 1843. 
Sm:  The  undersi^ed,commissioners  of  the  State 
of  Maine  on  the  subject  of  the  Northeastern  bounda- 
ry, have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recemt  of  vour 
note  addressed  to  them,  under  date  of  the  I5th  mst, 
with  enclosures  therein  referred  to.  The  proposi-' 
tion  first  submitted  by  the  special  minister  of  Great 
Britain,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary,  having: 
been  disagreed  to;  and  the  proposition  made  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  with  the  assent  of  the 
commissioners  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts^  hav- 
ing been  rejected  as  inadmissible,  coupled  with  an 
expression  of  surprise  that  it  should  have  been 
made;  and  Lord  Ashburton,  in  the  same  commu- 
nication, having  intimated  a  preference  for  confer- 
ence, rather  than  correspondence,  and  having  omit- 
ted in  his  note  to  make  any  new  proposition,  ex- 
cept a  qualified  withdrawal  of  a  part  of  his  former 
one;  we  learn  from  your  note  that  you  "have  had 
full  and  frequent  conferences  with  him  respecting 
the  Northeastern  boundary,"  and  that  you  "Believe 
you  understand  what  is  practicable  to  be  done  on 
that  subject,  so  far  as  he  .(Lord  Ashburton)  is  con- 
cerned." We  also  learn  that  "in  these  confer- 
ences he  has  made  no  positive  or  binding  proposi- 
tion; thinking,  perhaps,  it  would  be  more  desirable 
under  present  circumstances,  that  such  a  proposi- 
tion should  proceed  from  the  side  of  the  United 
States;"  buttnat  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  he 
would  agree  to  a  line  of  boundary  such  as  is  de- 
scribed in  the  paper  accompanying  your  note, 
(marked  B;)  and,  also,  that  you  entertain  the  con- 
viction "that  no  more  advantageous  arrangement 
can  be  made;"  and,  with  this  conviction,  you  refer 
the  subject  to  the  grave  deliberatfon  of  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Regarding  this  as  substantially  a  proposition  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  the  knowledfe 
and  assent  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  the  one  most  fa- 
vorable to  us  which,  under  any  circumstances,  the 
latter  Gtovemment  would«either  ofifer  or  accept,  the 
und^igned  have  not  failed  to  bestow  upon  it  the 
grave  deliberation  and  consideration  which  its  na- 
ture and  importance,  and  their  own  responsible  po- 
sition, demand.  If  the  result  of  that  deliberation 
should  not  fully  justify  the  expressed  hopes,  or 
meet  the  expectations  and  views  of  the  Gtovemment 
of  the  United  States,  we  beg  you  to  be  assured  that 
such  failure  will  be  the  result  of  their  firm  convic- 
tions of  duty  to  the  State  they  repvesent,  and  will 
I  not  arise  from  any  want  of  an  anzioos  desire  on 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


their  part  to  bring  the  controversy  (o  an  amicablei 
just,  and  honorable  termination.  In  totting  to  this 
consideration,  they  have  not  been  unmindful  that 
the  State  of  Maine,  with  the  firmest  conviction  of 
her  absolute  right  to  the  whole  territory  drawn  in< 
to  controversy,  and  sustained,  as  she  has  been,  by  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  her  sister  States,  and  of 
the  Government  of  the  Union,  repeatedly  expressed 
and  cordially  given;  and  without  a  wavering  doubt 
as  to  the  perfect  practicability  of  marking  the  treaty 
line  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  according  to  her 
claim,  has  yet,  at  all  times,  manifested  a  spirit  of 
iorbf-arance  and  patience  under  what  she  could  not 
but  deem  unfounded  pretensions,  and  unwarranta- 
ble delays,  and  irritating  encroachments.  In  the 
midst  of  all  the  provocations  to  resistance,  and  to 
the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  her  extreme 
riehts,  she  has  never  forgotten  that  she  is  a  member 
of  the  Union;  and  she  has  endeavored  to  deserve 
the  respect,  sympathy,  and  co-operation  of  her  sis- 
ter States,  by  pursuing  a  course  equally  removed 
from  pusillanimity  and  rashness,  and  by  maintain- 
ing her  difficult  position  in  a  spirit  that  would  for- 
bear much  for  peace,  but  would  yield  nothing 
through  fear.  At  all  times,  and  under  all  circum- 
stances, she  has  been  ready  and  anxious  to  bring 
the  controversy  to  a  close,  opon  terms  honorable 
and  eqaitable,  and  to  unite  in  any  proper  scheme  to 
effect  that  ol;)ect.  In  this  spirit,  and  with  these 
convicUooS)  Maine  instantly  and  cheerfully  ac- 
ceded to  the  proposal  of  the  General  Government, 
made  through  you,  to  appoint  commissioners. 

That  no  obstacle  might  be  interposed  to  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  this  negotiation,  heir  Legislature 
gave  to  her  commissioners  ample  and  unlimited 
powers,  which,  but  for  the  presumed  necessity  of 
the  case,  her  people  would  be  slow  to  yield  to  any 
functionaries.  Her  commissioners,  thus  appointed 
and  thus  empowered,  assumed  the  duties  imposed 
tipon  them  in  the  spirit  and  with  the  views  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  Maine.  They  came  to 
the  negotiation  with  a  firm  conviction  of  her  rights, 
but  with  a  disposition  and  determination  to  meet  a 
conciliatory  proposition  for  a  conventional  lii^e  in 
a  similar  spirit,  and  to  yield,  for  any  reasonable 
equivalent,  all  that  they  presumed  would  be' asked 
or  desired  by  the  other  party.  They,  with  the  other 
citizens  of  Maine,  were  not  unapprized  of  the  fact, 
so  often  alluded  to  in  our  former  communications, 
that  England  had  long  been  anxious  to  obtain  the 
undisputed  possession  of  that  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory which  would  enable  her  to  maintain  a  direct 
and  uninterrupted  communication  between  her 
provinces.  So  far  as  they  could  learn  from  any 
source,  this  was  the  only  professed  object  she  had  in  . 
view,  and  the  only  one  which  had  been  regarded  as 
in  contemplation.  ^ 

With  this  understanding,  the  undersigned  at  once 
decided  to  yield,  upon  the  most  liberal  terms,  this 
long-sought  convenience;  and  they  indulged  the 
confident  expectation  that  such  a  concession  would 
at  once  meet  all  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  English 
Government,  and  bring  the  mission  to  a  speedy  and 
satisfactory  close.  When,  therefore,  we  were  met 
at  the  outset  by  a  proposition  which  required  the 
cession,  o^  our  part,  of  all  the  territory  north  of  the 
Si.  John  river,  and  enough  of  the  territory  on  the 
i>outh  to  include  the  Mada^aska  settlement, extend- 
ing at  least  fifty  miles  up  that  river,  with  no  other 
equivalents  to  us  than  the  limited  right  to  float 
timber  down  that  river,  and  to  the  United  States  the 
small  tracts  adjacent  to  the  forty-fifth  parallel  of 
latitude  in  other  Stales,  we  could  not  but  express 
our  regret  to  be  thus,  as  it  were, repelled.  But,  re- 
garding this  rather  as  the  extreme  limit  of  a  claim, 
subject,  notwithstanding  the  strong  language  of 
Lord  Ashburton,  to  be  restrained  and  limited,  we 
deemed  it  proper,  in  our  communication  of  the  16th 
instant,  after  declining  to  accede  to  the  proposition, 
in  conjunction  with  the  commissioners  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  point  out  and  ofi'er  a  conventional  line 
of  boundary  as  therein  specified.  In  fixing  on  this 
line,  we  were  mainly  anxious  to  select  such  a  one 
as  should  at  once  and  pre-eminently  give  to  Great 
Britain  all  that  was  necessary  for  her  understood  ob- 
ject, and  to  preserve  to  Maine  the  remainder  of  her 
territory  To  accomplish  this-  object,  we  departed 
from  the  river,  to  secure  the  unobstructed  use  of  the 
accustomed  way  from  GLuebec  to  Halifax.  We  arc 
not  aware  that  any  objection  has  been  made,  from 
any  quarter,  to  this  line,  as  not  giving  up  to  Great 
Britain  all  that  she  needed,  or  could  reasonably  ask, 
for  the  above  purpose.  And  although  Lord  Ash- 
burton did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  "examine  the 
line  (proposed)  in  its  precise  details,"  or  to  topi?  at  „ 


a  map  on  which  it  could  most  readily  be  traced;  and 
although  he  has  seen  fit  to  say  that  he  was  "quite 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  a  proposal,**  yCt  he  has 
not  intimated  that  the  line  suggested  fails,  in  anv 
respect,  to  meet  the  object  ^e  had  in  view,  and  whicn 
we  frankly  and  readily  avowed.  It  is  well  known 
tovou.  sir^  that  we  had  determined  upon  no  such 
inflexible  adherence  to  that  exact  demarcation  as 
would  have  prevented  us  from  changing  it,  upon 
any  reasonable  evidence  that  it  did  not,  in  every 
respect,  meet  the  requirements  of  the  above-stated 
proposition,  in  relation  to  a  perfect  line  of  commu- 
nication. But  believing  then,  as  we  do  now,  that  it 
did  thus  meet  all  these  requirements;  and  although 
it  was,  as  we  feel  bound  to  say,  the  general  and  con- 
fident expectation  of  the  people  of  Maine  that  any 
relinquishment,  on  our  part,  of  jurisdiction  arid  ter- 
ritory, would  be,  in  pari  at  least^«ompeUsated  from 
that  strip  of  contiguous  territoi7  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  St.  John;  yet,  when  we  were  solemnly  assured 
that  no  such  cession  could  be  made  under  his  Lord- 
ship's instructions,  we  forebore  to  press  for  this 
reasonable  and  just  exchange,  and  contented  our- 
selves with  accepting  the  limned  right  of  navigation 
of  the  river,  as  the  only  equivalent  from  Great  Brit- 
ain for  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  we  off*ered  to 
surrender.  And.  as  you  w^U  remark,  we  ofiTered 
not  merely  a  right  of  way  on  land  for  a  similar 
easement  on  the  water,  but  the  entire  and  absolute 
title  to  the  land  and  jurisdiction  of  the  large  tract 
north  and  east  of  the  line  specified.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  it  preserves  to  us  a  frontier  in  a  forest 
almost  impenetrable  on  the  north)  which  Would  de- 
fend itself  Dy  its  own  natural  charabtei;  and  that,  if 
anything  should  be  deductied  from  the  agricultural 
value  of  that  portion  beyond  the  Madawaska  settle- 
ments, on  account  of  its  ruggedness  and  its  want  of 
attraction  to  settlers,  much  may  justly  be  added  to 
its  value  as  a  boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

The. value  of  this  tract  to  Great  Britain,  both  in 
a  civil  and  military  point  of  view,  cannot  be  over- 
looked. It  gives  her  the  much  coveted  route  for 
the  movement  of  troops  in  war,  and  her  mails  and 
passengers  in  peace,  and  is  most  particularly  im- 
portant in  case  of  renewed  outbreaks  in  her  North 
American  colonies.  The  assumption  of  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  Madawaska  settlement,  and  the  perti* 
naciiy  with  which  it  has  been  maintained,  are  prac- 
tical evidence  of  the  value  attached  to  the  tract  by 
the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty. 

We  have  alluded  to  these  views  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  this  territory,  not  with  any  design  of 
expressing  our  regret  that  we  thus  offered  it,  but  to 
show  that  we  are  fully  aware  of  all  these  views 
and  circumstances  affecting  the  question,  and  that 
we  duly  appreciate  the  far-seeing  sagacity  and  pru- 
dence of  those  British  statesmen  who  so  early  at- 
tempted to  secure  it  as  a  cession,  by  negotiation, 
and  the  suggestion  of  equivalents. 

The  answer  of  Lord  Ashburton  to  your  note  of 
the  8th  instant,  contained  a  distinct  rejection  of  our 
oflTer,  with  a  substantial  withdrawal  of  his  claim  to 
any  territory  south  of  the  river  St.  John,  but  not 
modifying  the  claim  for  the  relinquishment,  on  the 
part  of  Maine  and  the  United  States,  of  all  nonh 
of  that  river.  Our  views  in  reference  to  many  of 
the  topics  in  his  Lordship's  reply  we  have  had  the 
honor  heretofore  to  communicate  to  you,  in  our 
note  of  the  16th  instant;  and  to  that  answer  we 
would  now  refer,  as  forming  an  important  part  of 
this  negotiation,  and  as  containing  our  refusal  of 
the  line  indicated.  We  are  now  called  upon  to  con- 
sider the  final  proposition  made  by  or  through  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  our  consider- 
ation and  acceptance.  The  line  indicated  may  be 
shortly  defined  as  the  line  recommended  by  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  an  addition  thereto 
of  a  strip  of  land,  at  the  base  of  the  highlands,  run- 
ning to  the  source  of  the  southwest  branch  of  the 
St.  John.  The  examination  and  consideration  of 
all  other  lines,  which  might  better  meet  our  views 
and  objects,  have  been  precluded  by  the  declara- 
tion, and  other  plenary  evidence  we  have,  that  the 
line  .specified  in  your  communication  is  the  most 
advantageous  that  can  be  offered  to  us;  and  that  no 
one  of  less  extent,  or  yielding  in  fact  less  to  the  other 
party,  can  be  deemed  admissible  We  are,  there- 
fore, brought  to  the  single  and  simple  considera- 
tion of  the  question — whether  we  can,  consistently 
with  our  views  of  our  duty  to  the  State  we  repre- 
sent, accept  the  proposition  submitted  by  you. 

So  far  as  any  claim  is  interposed,  based  upon  a 
supposed  equity  arising  from  the  recommendation 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  we  have  only  to 


refer  to  our  former  hote  for  oOr  vieWs  on  that 
topic.  We  have  now  only  to  add,  that  we  came  to 
this  conference  untrammelled  and  free,  to  see  if,  in 
aspfritof  amity  and  eouity,  Y^e  could  not  find  and 
agree  itpon  some  new  line,  which,  whilst  it  yielded 
all  that  was  needed  by  one  party,  might  fairly  be 
the  motive  and  groundwork  for  equivalent  territo- 
ry or  rights  granted  to  the  other;  and  that  we  can- 
not make  any  admission,  or  consent  to  any  propo- 
sition, which  would  not  revive,  but  put  vitality  and 
power  into  that  which,  up  to  this  time,  has  never 
possessed  either.  We  base  our  whole  action  on 
grounds  entiiely  independent  of  that  advice  of  the 
arbiter. 

It  may  possibly  be  intimated  in  this  connexion , 
as  it  has  more  than  once  been  heretofore,  that  the 
commissioners  of  Maine,  and  the  people  of  that 
Slate,  are  disposed  to  regard  the  whole  territory  as 
clearly  falling  within  their  rightful  limits,  and  are 
not  willing  to  consider  the  question  as  one  in  doubt 
and  dispute,  and,  therefore,  one  to  be  settled  as  if 
each  party  had  nearly  or  quite  equal  claims.  Cer- 
tainly, sir,  the  people  and  the  Gruvernment  of  Maine 
do  not  deny  that  tne  question  has  been  drawn  into 
dispute.    They  have  had  too  many  and  too  recent 

Sainfnl  evidences  of  that  fact,  to  allow  such  a 
oubt,  however  much  at  a  loss  they  may  be  to  per- 
ceive any  just  or  tenable  grounds  on  which  the 
adversary  claim  is  based.  For  years  they  have 
borne  and  forborne,  and  struggled  to  maintain  thtir 
rights,  in  a  peaceable  and  yet  unflinching  spiritj 
against  what  appeared  to  them  injustice  from  abroad 
and  neglect  at  home.  But  they  have  yet  to  learn 
that  the  mere  lact  that  an  adverse  claim  is  made 
and  persisted  in,  and  maintained  by  ingenuity  and 
ability  for  a  series  of  vears,  increasing  in  extent 
and  varying  its  grounds  as  years  roll  on,  is  to  be 
regarded  as  a  reason  why  courtesy  should  require, 
in  opposition  to  the  fact,  a  relinquishment  of  the 
plain,  explicit,  and  sincere  language  of  perfect  con- 
viction and  unwavering  confidence;  or  that  a  con- 
tinued, adverse,  and  resisted  claim,  may  yet,  by 
mere  lapse  of  time  and  reiteration,  ripen  into  a 
right.  But  we  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  remember* 
ed  that,  in  this  attempt  to  negotiate  lor  a  conven* 
tional  line,  Maine  has  not  insisted,  or  even  request- 
ed, that  any  formal  or  virtual  admission  of  her  ti- 
tle 10  the  whole  territory  should  be  a  condition  pre- 
liminary to  a  settlement.  We  hold,  and  we  claim, 
the  right  to  express,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  suitable 
places,  our  opinion  of  the  perfect  right  of  Maine  to 
the  whole  territory;  but  we  have  never  assumed  it 
as  a  point  of  honor  that  our  adversary  should  ac- 
knowledge it.  Indeed,  we  have  endeavored  to 
view  the  subject  rather  in  reference  to  a  settlement 
on  very  hard  terms  for  us,  than  to  dwell  on  the 
strong  aspect  of  the  case,  when  we  look  at  the  na- 
ked question  of  our  right  and  title  under  the  treaty. 
It  could  hardiv  be  expected,  however,  that  we  should 
silently,  afld  thus  virtually,  acquiesce  in  any  assump- 
tion that  our  claim  was  unsustained,  and  that  "the 
treaty  line  was  not  executable."  On  this  point  we 
exmtssed  ourselves  fully  in  a  former  note. 

In  returning  to  the  direct  consideration  of  the  last 
proposition,  and  the  terms  and  conditions  attendins 
It,  m  justice  to  ourselves  and  our  State,  we  fed 
bound  to  declare^  and  we  confidently  appeal  to  you, 
sir,  in  confirmation  of  the  declaration,  that  this  ne- 
gotiation has  been  conducted,  on  our  part,  with  no 
mercenary  views,  and  with  no'  design  to  extort  un- 
reasonable equivalent  or  extravagant  compensa- 
tion. The  State  of  Maine  has  always  felt  an  insu- 
perable repugnance  to  parting  with  any  portion 
even  of  her  disputed  territory,  for  mere  pecuniary 
recompense,  from  adverse  claimants.  Sne  comes 
here  for  no  mere  bargain  for  the  sale  of  acres,  in 
the  spirit  or  with  the  arts  of  traffic.  Her  commis- 
sioners have  been  inuch4ess  anxious  to  secure  ben- 
efit and  recompense,  than  to  preserve  the  State  from 
unnecessary  curtailment  and  dismemberment.  The 
proposition  we  made  is  evidence  of  the  fact.  We 
have  heretofore  expressed  some  opinions  of  the 
mutual  character  of  the  benefits  to  each  parly  from 
the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  John.  Without  enter- 
ing, however,  upon  the  particular  consideration  of 
the  terms  and  conditions,  which  we  have  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  do,  we  distinctly  state  that  our  re- 
pugnance to  the  line  is  based  upon  the  extent  of 
territory  required  to  be  yielded.  We  may,  how- 
ever, in  passing,  remark,  that  all  the  pecuniary 
oflTers  contained  in  your  note,  most  liberally  con- 
strued, would  scarcely  recompense  and  repay  to 
Maine  the  amount  ol  money  arid  interest  which 
she  has  actually  expended  in  defending  and  pro- 
tecting the  territory  from  wrongs  arising  and 
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threatened  by  reason  of  ils  condition  as  disputed 
ground. 

Considering,  then,  this  proposition  as  involving 
the  surrender  of  Aiore  territory  than  the  avowed 
objects  of  England  require,  as  removing  our  land- 
marks from  the  well-known  and  well-defined  bound- 
ary of  the  treaty  of  1783— the  crest  of  the  high- 
lands—besides insisting  upon  the  line  of  the  arbiter 
in  its  full  extent,  we  feel  bound  to  say,  after  the 
most  careful  and  anxious  consideration,  that  we 
cannot  bring  our  minds  to  the  conviction  that  the 
proposal  is  such  as  Maine  had  a  right  to  expect. 

But  we  are  not  unaware  of  the  expectations 
which  have  been,  and  still  are,  entertained  of  a  fa- 
vorable  issue  to  this  negotiation  by  the  Government 
and  people  of  this  country,  and  the  great  disap- 
poiniment  which  would  be  telt  and  expressed  at  its 
failure.  Nor  are  we  unmindful  of  the  future, 
warned,  as  we  have  been,  by  the  past,  that  any  at^ 
tempts  to  determine  the  line  by  arnitration  may  be 
either  fruitless,  or  with  a  result  more  to  be  de- 
plored. 

AVe  are. now  ^iven  to  understand  that  the  Execu- 
live  of  the  United  States,  representing  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  Union,  assents  to  the  proposal;  and 
that  this  department  of  the  Government  at  least  is 
anxious  for  its  acceptance,  as,  in  its  view,  most  ex- 
pedient for  the  general  good. 

The  commissioners  of  Massachusetts  have  al- 
ready given  their  assent,  on  behalf  of  that  Com- 
monwealth. Thus  situated,  the  commissioners  of 
Maine,  invoking  the  spirit  of  attachment  and  pat- 
riotic devotion  of  their  State  to  the  Union,  and 
being  willing  to  yield  to  the  deliberate  convictions 
of  her  sister  States  as  to  the  path  of  duty,  and  to  in- 
terpose no  obstacles  to  an  adjustment  which  the 
general  judgment  of  the  nation  shall  pronounce  as 
honorable  and  expedient,  even  if  that  judgment 
shall  lead  to  a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  the  birth- 
right of  the  people  of  their  State,  and  prized  by  them 
because  it  is  their  birthright,  have  determined  to 
overcome  their  objections,  to  the  proposal,  so  far 
as  to  say,  that  if,  upon  mature  consideration,  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  ratification  of  a  treaty,  corresponding  in 
its  terms  with  your  proposal,  and  with  the  condi- 
tions in  our  memorandum  accompanying  this  note, 
(marked  A,)  and  identified  by  our  signatures,  they, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  them  by  the  re- 
solves of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  give  the  assent 
of  that  State  to  such  conventional  line,  with  the 
terms,  conditions,  and  equivalents,  herein  men- 
tioned. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect, 
your  obedient  servants, 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH, 
EDWARD  KENT, 
JOHN  OTIS, 
WILLIAM  P.  PREBLE. 

Hon.  Daniel  Wbbster, 

&c.|  &c.,  &c. 
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The  commissioners  of  Maine  request  that  the  fol- 
lowing provisions,  or  the  substance  thereof,  shall 
be  incorporated  into  the  proposed  treaty,  should  one 
be  agreed  on : 

Ist.  That  the  amount  of  "  the  disputed  territory 
fund**  (so  called]  received  by  the  authorities  of  New 
Brunswick,  for  timber  cut  on  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, shall  be  paid  over  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
nse  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  in  full,  and  a  par- 
ticular account  rendered,  or  a  gross  sum.  to  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  shall  be  paid  by  Great  Britain,  as  a 
settlement  of  that  fund;  and  that  all  claims,  bonds, 
and  securities^  taken  for  timber  cut  upon  the  terri- 
tory, be  transierred  to  the  authorities  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts. 

2d.  That  all  grants  of  land  within  that  portion  of 
Uie  disputed  territory  conceded  to  Great  Britain, 
made  by  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  or  either  of 
them,  shall  be  confirmed,  and  all  equitable  posses- 
sory titles  shall  be  quieted,  to  those  who  possess  the 
claims;  and  we  assent  to  a  reciprocal  provision  for 
the  benefit  of  settlers  falling  within  the  limits  of 
Maine.  And  we  trust  that  the  voluntary  sugges- 
tion of  the  British  minister,  in  regard  to  John 
Baker,  and  any  others,  if  there  be  any,  similarly  sit- 
uated, will  be  carried  into  effect,  so  as  to  secure 
their  rights.  . 

3d.  That  the  right  of  free  navigation  of  the  St. 
John,  as  set  forth  in  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  shall  extend 
to  and  inclaoe  the  products  of  the  soil,  in  the  same 


manner  as  the  products  of  the  forest;  and  that  no 
toll,  tax,  or  duty  be  levied  upon  limber  coming 
from  the  territory  of  Maine. 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH, 

EDWARD  KENT,    . 

JOHN  OTIS. 

WM.  P.  PREBLE. 

Tke  Neio  Hampshire  dele^alion  in  Congress  to  the 

President, 

Washington,  July  15,  1849. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  composing  the  delegation 
of  the  Stale  of  New  Hampsnire  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  have  received  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  in 
respect  to  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  State, 
which  is  claimed  by  Great  Britain. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows: 


(C 


STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSmRE. 


C( 


IN    THE    YEAH    OP    OUR    LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT 
HUNDRED  AND   PORTY-TWO. 

** Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hottse  of  Re/presenta- 
lives  in  GenerHu  Court  convened^  That  his  excel- 
lency the  Governor  request  our  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  to  take  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary,  during  the  pending  negotiations 
at  Washington,  relative  to  the  Northern  and  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States,  to  best  sus- 
tain the  rights  of  this  State  to  the  territory  over 
which  we  have  always  heretofore  claimed  and  ex- 
ercised jurisdiction;  and  that  such  papers,  docu- 
ments, and  information,  be  transmitted  to  inem  by 
his  excellency  as  may  aid  in  carrying  into  eflfect 
the  object  of  this  resolution." 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  the 
right  of  the  State  to  the  territory  in  controversy  is, 
as  they  believe,  incontrovertible;  and,  before  any 
arrangement  shall  be  made  which  looks  to  any  relin- 
quishment of  that  right,  in  any  degree,  it  is  their 
wish,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  to  present  such  docu- 
ments and  facts  as  tend  to  show  the  impropriety 
of  such  a  course. 

With  great  respect, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
LEONARD  WILCOX, 

Senators, 
CHAS.  O.  ATHERTON, 
EDMUND  BURKE, 
TRISTRAM  SHAW, 
IRA  A.  EASTMAN, 
JOHN  R.  REDING, 
Msmibers  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

Jtfr.  Webster  to  the    New  Hampshire  delegation  in 

Congress. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  July  18, 1842. 

Gentlemen:  The  President  of  the  United  States 
has  transmitted  to  this  department  a  letter,  dated 
the  15th  instant,  from  the  delegation  of  the  Slate  of 
New  Hampshire  in  both  Houses  in  Congress,  com- 
municating a  copy  of  a  resolution,  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  respecting  a  portion  of  her 
territory  which  is  claimed  by  Great  Britain,  and 
intimating  that,  pending  the  present  negotiations  at 
Washington,  relative  to  the  Northern  and  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  United  States,  and  before 
any  arrangement  shall  be  made  for  a  relinquish- 
ment of  the  right  of  the  State  to  the  territory  refer- 
red to,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  delegation  to  present 
such  documents  and  facts  as  tend  to  show  the  im- 
propriety of  such  a  course. 

The  Secretary  of  State  would  be  very  happy  to 
receive  from  the  delegation  of  New  Hampsnire  a 
statement  of  what  they  consider  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory to  which  the  resolution  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture is  supposed  to  refer;  and,  also,  any  such  doc- 
uments or  proofs  of  any  such  facts  as  they  may 
think  it  important  to  lay  before  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

The  New  Hampshire  l[>eLEQATioN  in  Congrcer 

The  New  Bampshife  Delegation  in  Congress  to  Mr. 

waster. 

Washington,  July  19,  1842. 

The  undersigned  have  received  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  18th  instant,  in  re- 
ply to  a  communication  dated  the  15th  instant, 
which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  to 


the  President  of  the  United  States,  communicating 
a  resolution,  passed  by  the  Legislature  ot  the  Stale 
of  New  Hampshire,  respecting  a  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  that  state  claimed  by  Great  Britain. 

The  Secretary  of  State  having  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  receive  from  the  delegation  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  '*a  stalement  ol  what  they  consid- 
er the  extent  of  territory,  to  which  the  resolution 
of  the  State  Legislature  is  supposed  to  refer;  and 
also  any  such  documents  or  prools  of  any  such  facts 
as  they  may  think  it  important  to  lay  before  the 
Government  of  the  United  States;"  the  undersign- 
ed beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  following  documents 
and  papers,  among  others,  as  furnishing  a  full 
statement  of  the  claims  and  rights  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  and 
as  also  defining  it  boundaries. 

1.  The  argument  of  the  Honorable  William  C. 
Bradlev,  furnished  the  commissioners  under  the 
5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

2.  The  statement  of  the  Honorable  Albert  Galla- 
tin, prepared  for  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 

3.  An  historical  sketch  of  the  Northern  boundary 
of  New  Hampshire,  published  in  the  2d  volume  of 
the  Collections  of  the  Historical  Society  of  New 
Hampshire,  page  267. 

4.  A  report  of  commissioners  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  dated  November  23, 1836,  which 
is  to  be  found  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Com- 
miUee  on  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 25th  Congress,  3d  session.  Report  No. 
176_]^7o  6  of  the  accompanying  documents. 

The  undersigned  are  expecting  to  receive  further 
documents  upon  the  subject,  from  his  excellency 
the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  which,  when 
received,  they  will  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of 
Slate. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servanU?, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
L.  WILCOX, 

Senators  of  New  Hampshire. 
IRA  A.  EASTMAN, 
EDMUND  BURKE, 
JOHN  R.  REDING, 
TRISTRAM  SHAW, 
Represeniaiives  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Honorable  Daniel  Webster. 

P.  S.  We  transmit,  herewith,  the  report  of  com* 
missioners  above  alluded  to,  and  also  the  2d  vol* 
ume  of  Historical  Colleciions.  You  wilV  oblige 
us  bv  returning  the  latter  when  you  may  have  no 
further  use  for  it. 

The  other  documents  are  on  file  in  the  State  De* 
partraent. 

Mr.  Stuart  to  Mr.  Webster, 

Washington,  July  7th,  1842. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  which  you  were 
pleased  to  make  of  me  yesterday,  I  would  remark, 
that  Sugar  Island,  situate  in  the  river  Ste.  Marie, 
a  short  distance  below  Foil  Brady,  is,  as  to  soil, 
very  excellent;  and  it  abounds  in  the  finest  (sugar) 
maple  trees  to  be  found  anywhere;  the  inhabitants 
of  our  side  of  the  SauH  Ste.  Marie  derive  a  band- 
some  revenue  from  the  sugar  and  sirup  which 
they  annually  make  on  this  island.  It  would  be 
a  great  disappointment  to  the  people  of  that  region 
to  lose  it.  Besides,  is  the  faith  of  the  nation  not 
pledged  for  its  preservation,  by  the  treaty  held 
with  the  Chippewas  in  1826,  which  provided  for 
half-breed  reservations  on  this  islandt 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  very  great  importance, 
that  the  right  or  passage  be  secured  for  American 
vessels,  between  the  island  of  Bois  Blanc,  in  the 
river  betroit,  (opposite  Fort  Maiden,)  and  the 
British  shore;  the  channel  is  only  200  to  300  yards 
wide,  and  is  entirely  commanded  both  by  the  island 
and  Fort  Maiden.  At  present,  ihere  is  no  other 
passage  for  our  larger  class  of  vessels,  steamboats, 
&c.;  and  it  will  require  much  time  and  expense  to 
render  the  old  passage  south  of  Gros  h\e  availa- 
ble. In  short,  tne  right  of  using  the  British  chan- 
nel is,  in  my  opinion,  absolutely  necessary. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  STUART. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Mr,  Delafield  to  Mr.  Praser. 

New  York,  July  20, 1942. 
Dear  Sir:  1  have  looked  over  the  letter  of  Mr* 
F.  Webster  to  you,  as  you  desired,  and  perceive 
that  it  is  some  "particular  topographical  informa- 
tion," more  especially,  that  the  Secretary  desires 
concerning  the  country  between  Lake  Superior  aa^ 
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the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  That  district  was  tho- 
roughly explored  by  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Whist- 
ler, the  surveyors  of  our  party,  and  by  myself,  as 
the  United  States  agent. 

We  all  proceeded  inland,  by  the  Grand  Portage 
route,  t6  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  I  had  previously 
obtained  much  information  to  prove  that  there  was 
a  more  northern  route  by  a  well-known  Long  Lake , 
and  the  only  lake  known  by  that  name,  some  dis- 
tance north  of  the  Grand  Portage  route;  and  as  it 
l)ecamemy  duty  to  claim  that  as  the  true  route, 
(having  discovered,  too,  that  the  British  commis- 
sioners intended  to  claim  by  the  Fond  du  Lac 
route,)  I  returned  by  that  northern  route  to  Lake 
Superior,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Whistler;  we  con- 
sequently saw  more  of  the  country  than  any  others 
of  the  party. 

As  you  are  aware,  my  claim  to  the  northern  route 
'was  sustained  by  the  American  commissioners,  and 
])ecame  a  subject  of  final  disagreement. 

The  only  other  difference  was  in  relation  to  the 
claim  I  made  to  the  St.  George  island,  in  the  river 
St.  Mary,  which  was  also  sanctioned  by  General 
Porter,  the  American  commissioner,  and  is  a  good 
claim,  I  think,  by  all  the  evidence  in  the  case. 

As  to  topographical  information,  some  can  be 
had  by  reference  to  the  maps  and  discussions  which 
were  deposited  by  me  in  the  Siate  Department,  July 
24, 1824.  Besides  the  journal  of  the  commission- 
ers, I  also  deposited  the  journal  of  the  agent,  more 
in  detail,  containing  all  the  claims  and  discussions, 
Ajc^  at  length. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  mountainous,  rocky, 
and  barren,  for  nearly  the  whole  distance  in  ques- 
tion. Throughout  my  journeys,  I  may  say,  I  saw 
but  little  except  rock  and  water.  My  route  was 
necessarily  confined  to  the  watercourses;  but,  when- 
ever I  ascended  a  height,  it  was  the  same  dreary 
prespect  in  all  directions,  every  valley  between 
such  heights  being  a  little  lake,  or  the  discharge  of 
a  watercourse. 

As  an  agricultural  district,  it  has  no  value  or 
interest,  even  prospectivelv,  in  my  opinion.  If  the 
climate  were  suitable,  (wnich  it  is  not,)  I  can  only 
say  that  I  never  saw,  in  my  explorations  there,  tilla- 
ble land  enough  to  sustain  any  permanent  popula- 
tion sufficiently  numerous  to  justify  other  settle- 
ments than  those  of  the  fur-traders,  and,  I  might 
add,  fishermen.  The  fur-traders  there  occupied 
nearly  all  those  places;  and  the  opinion  now  ex- 
pressed is  the  only  one  I  ever  heard  entertained 
oy  those  most  experienced  in  these  Northwestern 
regions. 

There  is,  nevertheless,  much  interest  felt  by  the 
fur-traders  on  this  subject  of  boundary.  To  them  it 
is  of  much  importance,  as  they  conceive;  audit  is,  in 
fact,  of  national  importance.  Had  the  British 
commissioner  consented  to  proceed  by  the  Pigeon 
river,  which  is  the  Long  Lake  of  Mitchell's  map,  it 
is  probable  there  would  have  been  an  agreement. 
There  were  several  reasons  for  his  pertinacity,  and 
for  this  disagreement;  which  belong,  however,  to 
the  private  history  of  the  commission,  and  can  be 
stated  when  required.  The  Pigeon  river  is  a  con- 
tinuous* watercourse.  The  St.  Greorge's  island,  in 
the  St.  Mary  river,  is  a  valuable  island,  and  worth 
as  much,  perhaps,  as  most  of  the  country  between 
the  Pigeon  river  and  Dog  river  route,  claimed  for 
the  United  States,  in  an  agricultural  sense. 

Air.  Ferguson  is,  I  believe,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Wilmington^  Delaware.  He  can  give  the  desired 
topographical  information.  I  have  a  complete  and 
daily  journal,  descriptive  of  the  country  passed 
over,  but  have  no  time  to  refer  to  it  this  evening;  it 
would  confirm  my  general  remarl^,  however. 

lam  now  on  the  eve  of  departure  with  my  family 
for  Suffolk  county,  Long  Island.  Be  pleaded  to  say 
to  M  r.  Webster  that  any  and  all  the  information  or 
assistance  I  can  ^ive  is  at  his  command;  but  that,  if 
possible,  I  hope  it  may  be  by  correspondence  rather 
than  a  personal  visit,  as  my  engagements  here,  just 
now,  are  such  as  to  make  a  jaunt  to  Washington 
rather  inconvenient.  Should  topographical  inform- 
ation only  be  desired,  and  the  present  is  not  satis- 
factory, r  would  refer  the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Fergu- 
son, and  would  myself  refer  to  my  journal.  I  shall 
be  absent  from  the  city  until  the  4ih  of  August. 
Until  (sayO  August  1,  my  address  will  be  at 
"Gluoqne,  Suffolk  county,  Long  Island."  You  are 
quite  at  liberty  to  show  these  hasty  remarks  to  Mr. 
Webster.  In  short,  it  is  better  to  do  so  than  to  re- 
peat them;  and  I  would  prefer  it. 
Yours,  truly, 

JOS.  DELAFIELD. 


Mr,  Webster  to  Mr,  Ferguson. 

Department  op  State, 
.  Washington,  July  25,1842. 

Sib:  Having  been  astronomer  andsurveyor  to  the 
commissioners  under  ihe  7th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  and  having,  as  I  understand,  explored  the 
country  personally  and  thoroughly,  from  Lake  Su- 
perior to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  I  will  be  obliged 
to  you  to  give  me  information  in  respect  to  two  or 
three  subjects  of  inquiry. 

In  the  first  place,  be  kind  enough  to  describe  the 
Pigeon  river,  iis  estuary  or  bay  at  its  mouth,  its 
size,  and  the  nature  of  its  channel  and  current  in 
the  last  five  or  ten  miles  of  its  course.  Be  pleased 
to  say  whether  the  estuary  of  this  river,  and  its  po- 
sition and  bearing  in  relation  to  He  Royale,  may 
naturally  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  Long 
Lake  spoken  of  in  the  treaty  of  1783. 

What  is  the  general  nature  of  the  country  be- 
tween the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river  and  the  Riainy 
Lakel  Of  what  formation  is  it,  and  how  is  its  sur- 
face; and  will  any  considerable  part  of  its  area  be  fit 
for  cultivationi  Are  its  waters  active  and  running 
streams,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States'?  Or 
are  they  dead  lakes,  swamps,  and  morassesl  If  the 
latter  be  their  general  character,  at  what  point,  as 
you  proceed  westward,  do  the  waters  receive  a 
more  decided  character  as  running  streams! 

There  are  said  to  be  two  lines  of  communication, 
each  partly  by  water  and  partly  by  portages,  ftrom 
the  neighbornood  of  Pigeon  river  to  the  Rainy 
Lake;  one  by  way  of  Fowl  Lakes,  the  Saganaga 
Lake,  and  the  Cypress  Lake;  the  other  by  way  of 
Arrow  river  and  lake;  then  by  way  of  Saganaga 
Lake,  and  through  the  river  Maligne,  meeting  the 
other  route  at  Lake  La  Croix,  and  through  the 
river  Namekan  in  the  Rainy  Lake.  Do  you  know 
any  reason  for  attaching  great  preference  to  either 
of  these  two  lines'}  Or  do  you  consider  it  of  no  im- 
portance, in  any  point  of  view,  which  may  be 
agreed  tol  Please  be  full  and  particular  on  these 
several  points. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Jambs  Ferguson,  Esq., 

Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Mr.  Ferguson  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  July  25,  1842. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  to-day,  desiring  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  character  of  the  region  northwestward 
of  Lake  Superior,  which  comprehends  the  several 
practised  and  customary  routes  between  that  lake 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

In  reply,  I  submit  the  following  statement,  which 
will  give,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  desired  informa- 
tion: 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon  river,  there  is  prob- 
ably about  three  hundred  yards  in  length  of  alluvial 
formation;  but  the  river  above  that,  as  far  as  to 
near  Fort  Charlotte,  runs  between  steep  cut  rocks 
of  basaltic  or  primitive  formation,  and  is  a  suc- 
cession of  falls  and  rapids  for  nearly  its  whole 
length — ^ihe  last  cataract,  which  is  within  about  a 
mile  of  its  mouth,  being  almost  one  hundred  feet 
in  height.  You  will,  perhaps,  understand  ihc* 
formation  of  the  couniry  better,  when  I  mention 
that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  northern  shore  of  Lake 
Superior  consists  of  these  sheer  rocky  escarp- 
ments, from  six  hnndred  to  nine  hundred  feet 
high,  and  that  the  sources  of  most  of  the  rivers 
which  have  cut  their  channels  into  the  lake  lie 
within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  its  verge. 

There  is,  really,  not  much  difference  in  eleva- 
iion  between  South  Fowl  Lake  and  the  lakes  of 
the  height  of  land.  The  character  I  have  given  of 
Pigeon  river  will  serve  also  for  the  Arrow  river, 
excepting  that  the  latter  has  a  reach  of  about  two 
miles  of  still  water. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  bay  of  the  Pigeon  river 
is  the  Long  Lake  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  It  is  de- 
signated by  that  name  on  Mitchell's  map,  which, 
at  that  time,  was  the  only  map  existing  of  these 
regions,  and  was  proven,  by  the  evidence  of  iV!r. 
John  Adams  and  Mr.  John  Jay,  to  have  been  the 
only  geographical  descripjion  before  the  negotia- 
tors of  the  first  treaty.  Though  evidently  defec- 
tive and  erroneous,  it  is  but  fair  to  take  .it  as  evi- 
dence of  the  intention.  In  addition  to  this  evi- 
dence of  the  construci  ion  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  at 
the  time  it  was  concluded,  we  have  this  fact  fur- 
ther: that,  immediately  alter  the  peace,  the  traders 
of  the  Northwest  Fur  Company  destroyed  their^ 
forts  and  warehouses  at  the  Grand  Portage,  and 


removed  themselves  to  Fort  William,  ten  leagues 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Pigeon  river — ^a  course 
which  could  only  have  been  adopted  for  the  rea- 
son that  they  supposed  their  previous  location 
would  now  be  on  loreign  territory.  In  addition,  I 
have  never  heard  this  construction  of  the  treaty  of 
1783  ouesiioned  by  any  of  the  partners  of  the 
Britisn  Fur  Company  whom  1  have  met  in  that 
quarter. 

To  your  query  as  to  the  character  of  the  country 
between  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon  river  and  the 
Rainy  Lake,  it.  is  more  difficult  to  give  a  distinct 
answer  than  to  any  of  the  others.  The  rivers  here 
are  all  rapid;  those  running  towards  Lake  Su- 
perior are  of  small  size.  The  Pigeon  river  and 
Arrow  river  vary  in  width  from  60  to  200  feet, 
and,  as  I  have  said  previously,  are  almost  a  con- 
tinued rapid. 

But  the  rivers  running  northward — the  outlet  of 
Lake  Saisaginegau,  the  river  Maligne,  the  river 
Namecan,  and  the  Rainy  river— are  all  bold  and 
strong  rivers,  and  of  much  greater  width  and  vol- 
ume, carrying  with  them,  through  gentler  slopes, 
the  drainage  of  a  more  extended  surface.  On  the 
plateau  which  makes  the  height  of  land,  and  which 
I  would  define  as  lying  between  the  Fowl  Lake 
and  Lake  Namecan,  lie  a  group  of  lakes  connect- 
ing nearly  with  each  other,  having  their  sorties 
sometimes  toward  the  Arrow  and  Pigeon  rivers, 
sometimes  toward  the  St.  Louis,  sometimes  toward 
the  Kamanistiquia  and  the  country  of  the  Nipigon, 
and  sometimes  toward  Hudson's  Bay.  In  exam- 
ining, therefore,  the  geography  of  this  country, 
it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  the  rivers  and 
lakes  indicated  on  the  maps  are  only  those  at  pres- 
ent explored,  and  that  there  exist  oiner  routes  and 
other  connexions,  known  only  to  the  natives,  and 
which  the  impracticable  nature  of  the  country  has 
hitherto  prevented  from  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  fnr- traders,  who  are  doubtless  the  persons 
most  interested  in  the  capabilities  of  the  coimtry. 

As  an  agricultural  district,  this  region  will  always 
be  valueless.  The  pine  timber  is  of  high  growth, 
equal  for  spars,  perhaps,  to  the  Norway  pine,  and 
may,  perhaps,  in  time,  find  a  market;  but  there  are 
no  alluvions,  no  arable  lands,  and  the  whole  coun- 
try may  be  described  as  one  waste  of  rock  and 
water. 

From  the  outlet  of  the  Rainy  Lake,  the  country 
changes  its  appearance^  the  valleys  of  the  rivers 
are  wider,  the  tim'ber  of^more  varied  and  luxuriant 
growth,  and  the  country  capable  of  cultivation. 

You  have  desired  me  also  to  express  an  opinion 
as  to  any  preference  which  I  may  know  to  exist 
between  the  several  lines  claimed  as  boundaries 
through  this  country  between  the  United  Stales  and 
Great  Britain. 

Considering  that  Great  Britain  abandons  her 
claim  by  the  Fond  du  Lac  and  the  St.  Louis  river, 
cedes  also  Sugar  island,  (otherwise  called  St. 
Geor|e's  island,)  in  the  St.  Marie  river,  and  agrees, 
gen^lly,  to  a  boundary  following  the  old  commer- 
cial route,  commencing  at  the  Pigeon  river,  I  do  not 
think  that  any  reasonable  ground  exists  to  [prevent] 
a  final  delerminatlon  of  this  part  of  the  boundary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  FERGUSON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State  ofth/e  United  States. 

Captain  Talcott  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washington,  July  25, 1842. 

Sip:  The  extent  of  boundary  line  separating  the 
United  States,  and  territory  belonging  thereto,  from 
the  Briiii^h  pof^sessions,  and  lying  between  the 
monument  of  the  St.  Croix  and  the  Stony  moun- 
tains, is  estimated  as  follows  for  each  adjacent 
State : 

Maine  (line  as  awarded  by  the  King  < 

of  Holland)-           -           -           -  460  miles. 

New  Hampshire          -           -           -  40     " 

Vermont          -           -           -           -  90     " 

New  York       -           -           -           -  420     " 

Pennsylvania  -           -     -       .           -  30 

Ohio    -           -           -          V           -  900 

Michigan        ....  740 

Territory  west  of  Lake  Superior       -  1,150 


Tptal  length  of  boundary  line 


3,130 


(( 


Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TALCOTT. 
lioQ,  Secrctart  of  3tate. 
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BUrPRBS810N    OP  THE    AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE— 

EXTRADITION. 

LordJjthburtontoMr.  Wehtter. 

Wabhington,  Aii'^ualS,  im'2. 

Bib:  By  the  3d  article  of  the  conrention  which  I  have  thiii 
ilayfignedirilh  yoQ,  there  is  an  agreemeni  Tor  the  rer.iproal 
delivery,  in  certain  caeee.of  crimlnala  fugitive  from  jueticf; 
but  k  becomcfl  oeceaRary  itiat  I  should  apprize  yoa  that  thm  ar- 
tirle  can  have  no  legal  efleci  within  the  (inmin'onR  of  Great 
Britain,  until  confirmed  by  act  of  Parliament.  Ii  i«  poi>dililc 
that  Patliament  may  not  be  in  seapion  before  the  r.r  ha.  ge  of 
the  ratifications  of  Uie  conyention;  but  its  sanction  »hn\\  be  a^lr- 
ed  at  the  earliost  poosible  period,  and  no  doubt  ran  be  enter- 
Uined  that  it  irill  be  given.  In  her  Majenty'A  territories  in 
Canada^  Where  eases  for  acting  under  this  conventiim  are  likely 
to  be  or  more  frequent  occurrence,  the  Governor  fweneral  has 
sufficient  power,  under  authority  of  local  legislatitm;  and  the 
convention  will  ther4  be  acted  upon  so  soon  asiisra'ificaiion 
■ball  be  Itnown;  bulitbecomea  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the 
abort  delay  which  may  possibly  iatervene  in  giving  full  eflisct 
itt  it  where  the  confirmation  by  Parliament  becomes  necessary 
for  its  execution. 

I  beg,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  ti^e  assurance  of  my  high  consider- 
alSon. 

A8IIBURTON. 

IIon.DANIBLWBBSTBR,  &C.,  ^^.,  &C. 

Mr.  Paine  to  Mr.  Webtfer. 

WABHxNOTozr,  May  2, 1842. 
Buu  The  agreement  between  Commander  William  Tucker, 
of  the  British  navy,  and  myself,  is  so  connected  with  numerous 
instmctionsreapectiDg  proceedinge  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  that 
1  ahouM  fumisaa  copy  of  all  if  the  object  were  to  justify  my* 
■elf;  but  as  the  wish  of  the  State  Department  seems  to  be  to 
■acertaia  tha  natura  of  the  agreement  itself,  and  the  action  of 
myself  thereon,  and  as!  ymk.  to  forward  this  view  promptly,  I 
abail  rsscrict  myself  to  these  f)oiota  commencing  with  (ho  agree* 
in«ot,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Oomnander  William  Tucker,  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
■loop  Wolverine,  and  senior  officer  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa, 
and  Lieutenant  John  B.  Paine,  commanding  the  United  States 
schooner  Grampus,  in  order  to  cairy  into  execution,  aa  ftur  aa 
possible,  the  orderB  and  views  of  their  respective  Governments 
reapecilng  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  hereby  request 
each  other  and  agree  to  deuin  all  vessels  under  American  col* 
ors  found  to  be  follv  equipped  for,  and  engaged  in,  the  slave- 
trade;  that,  if  proved  to  be  American  property,  they  shall  be 
handed  over  to  the  United  Statei  schooner  Grampus,  or  sny 
otber  American  cruiser;  and  that,  if  proved  to  be  Spanieh,  Por* 
tuguaaa.  Brazilian,  or  Engliah  property,  (oany  of  her  Britannic 
Miyasty's  cruiaers  employed  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
■uppreasion  of  the »lave*trade,  solar  aa  their  respective  laws 
and  trsadeswill  permit. 

Bigiied  and  exchanged  at  Sierra  Leonei  this  1 1  th  day  of  March, 
IBIO 

JOHN  a.  PAINB, 
Commanding  the  U.  S.  echooner  Oramtna, 
WILUAM  TUCKER, 
Ccmmandinf  H.  B.  M  eloop  Wolverine^  and 
senior  officer  of  the  tceet  coaet  o/AJriea. 

The  objects  of  this  agreement  were,  mainly— 

Isc  Ta  meet  the  very  common  case  with  slavers—that  of 
haviogon  board  two  sets  of  papers. 

2d.  To  let  it  be  known  that  there  subsisted  between  the  Brit- 
iah  and  American  forces  a  good  understanding,  and  a  disposition 
to  co-operaie  for  tha  purpose  indicated,  as  far  as  poasibM,  with* 
out  violating  existing  treaties. 

A  copy  was  forwarded  by  me  to  the  Navy  Department,  to 
which  I  received  the  following  reply: 

*'Navt  DspABTifBMT,  Juno  4.  ISlOl 

"Sia:  Your  letter  of  the  S3J  March  last,  with  its  encloaures^ 
has  bean  received. 

**The  Instructions  given  you  for  your  government,  when  you 
left  tin  United  Suites,  while  they  Indicated  a  friendly  co  opera* 
tion  with  the  commanders  of  the  British  cruisers,  in  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade  on  tlie  coaai  of  Africa,  as  U^lr  to 
aid  In  defecting  the  frauds  resorted  to  by  thoae  engagefln  it  for 
the  purpoee  of  avoiding  discovery  and  escaping  puntdiment, 
were  not  Intended  to  authorise  any  auch  arrangement  as  that 
which,  it  appears^  you  liave  made  with  the  commander  of  her 
Britannic  Hajeaty'saloop  Wolvsrine,  and  by  wluch  vou  deleaated 
to  that  officer  to  seixe  veasela  under  American  colors,  and,  un* 
der  caitain  cin^umstances,  to  detain  them,  with  a  view  of 
tuning  them  over  to  the  Grampna,  or  other  United  States 
eruiaer. 

*H8uch  a  delegation  of  power  Is  not  only  unauthorized  bv  your 
in8tniai0n%  but  contrary  to  the  established  and  weli*known 
principiea  and  policy  of  your  government;  and  is^  therefore,  not 
sanctioned  by  the  department. 

'*Yon  wHt  make  known  the  views  of  the  department  on  this 
subject  to  the  commander  of  the  Wolverine,  and  inform  him 
that  tha  arraiigeoMot  made  with  him,  having  been  disapproved 
!»*  your  Government,  cannot,  on  your  part,  be  complied  with; 
taa  great  object  of  the  co*operaiion  being  to  obviate  the  dlfficui- 
tieaofcapture,  growing  out  of  assuming  Portuguese,  English, 
Spaniah,  or  Brazilian  colors,  when  overhauled  by  an  Amer- 
ican, or  American  colors  wlien  overhauled  by  a  Briiiidi 
crulaer. 

*Tor  this  purpose,  you  are  authorized  to  cruise  in  company 
and  inco-operation  with  any  British  vessel  of  war  enipioy^ 
ed  on  tlie  slave  coast,  in  llie  pursuit  of  objects  similar  to  your 
own. 

**!  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaat, 

*'J.  K.  PAULDING. 

''Lieutenant  John  S.  PAtm, 

Commanding  United  States  schooner  Grampus, 
Sierra  Leone,  Coast  of  Africa." 

In  compliance  with  this,  I  addreased  Osptain  Tucker  aa  fol- 
lows: 

"UNrrso  Statbz  Sohoonbr  Gbahpds, 

"April  27, 1811. 

*'9ib:  I  am  directed  to  make  known  to  you  the  views  of  my 
Oovornment  respecting  the  agreement  signed  and  exchanged 
withyou  on  the  lllh  oiMarcH,  1840,  at  Sierra  Leone. 

'*The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says:  'Inform  him  that  the  ar> 
rangement  made  with  him,  having  been  disapproved  hy  your 
Ooyenmeot,  caoDot,  on  jrour  part,  be  complied  with}  the  grea*,  • 


object  of  the  co-operation  being  to  obviate  the  difTtcuIties  of 
cajiiure,  growing  out  of  the  practice  adopted  by  slavers,  of  as- 
suming Portuguese,  English,  Spanish,  or  Brazilian  colors, 
when  overhauled  by  American,  or  American  colors  when  over- 
hauled by  a  British  cruiser.  For  ihispurpose,  you  are  author- 
ized to  cruise  in  company  and  in  cooperation  with  any  British 
vessel  of  war  employed  on  thealave  coast,  in  the  puiauit  of  oh* 
jecu  similar  to  your  own.' 

I  "From  the  above  extract  you  will  perceive  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  at  Washington  is  careful  to  avoid  giving  counte- 
nance to  the  practice  of  detaining  American  ve88eTa,eveM  though 
tliey  be  slavers,  unless  by  American  vessels  of  war. 

'* The  best,  If  not  the  only  means  of  co-operation  lefl,  would 
seem  to  be,  exchanging  ii»formaiion,  or  cruising  in  company. 

'if  anjthing  can  be  effected  by  tbia  vessel  within  such  limits, 
while  on  (he  coast,  it  will  be  gratifying  to  me  to  aid  you,  or  any 
of  her  Majesty's  officers,  in  forwaralng  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject. 

"I  am,  with  ^m  high  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  ssrvant, 

'•JOHN  S.  PAINE. 
"Lieut.  Commanding. 

"Capt.  WiLUAM  TUCXBB, 

Commandinff  II.  R  M.  sloop  Wolverine,  and 
senior  uflicer  of  H.  B.  M.  naval  forces  on  the 
coast  of  Africa." 

Hoping  to  meet  Captain  Tucker,  I  did  not  despatch  the  letter: 
but,  finally,  finding  that  hie  anccessor  had  arrived,  I  addressed 
to  him  the  following: 

[BXTBACT.] 

''U.  S.  SCHOOMBB  GbAMPUS, 

Sierra  Leone,  .Tune  17, 1841. 

"While  cruising  here  last  vear,  I  had  made  an  arrangement 
with  Commander  Wm.TuclEer,of  a  similar  chancisrto  that 
recommendlfcd;  which,  however,  waa  not  approved  bvthe  Sec* 
retary  of  the  Navy;  and,  as  I  have  not  fallen  in  with  Captain 
Tucker  since  the  receipt  of  a  communicaiilon  from  Washing- 
ton on  the  aubject,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  enclose  to  yeu  a 
letter  to  Captain  Tucker,  with  a  copy  of  the  agreement  referred 
to  therein. 

*<In  conclusion,  I  tsnder  to  you  my  sincere  wishes  for  your 
success  in  tha  prosecution  of  duties  so  interesting  to  the  cause 
of  humanity. 
**I  am,  with  the  hlghsat  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

"JOHN  S.  PAINE, 

"Lieut.  Commandiftg. 

"Capt , 

Commanding  H.  B.  H.  ship  Isle,  and  senior  officer 
on  the  western  coaat  of  Africa." 

Any  expression  of  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Patilding's  letter  to  me 
would  have  been  improper,  and  would  still  be  indecorous.  I 
shall  be  grateful  to  be  informed  if  you  think  any  explanation  or 
defence  necessary.    I  have  never  believed  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  8.  PAINB, 
Commaader  United  Statea  Navy. 
Hon.  DamxblWbbstbb, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  W^ter  to  Captaine  BeU  and  Paine. 

Dmpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  April  30, 1842. 

GlllTLBMni:  Your  experience  In  the  service  on  the  coaat  of 
Africa  has  probably  enabled  you  to  give  information  to  the 
Government  on  some  points  connected  with  the  slave-trade  on 
that  coast,  in  respea  to  which  it  is  desirable  that  the  most  ac- 
curate knowledge  attainable  thonXd  be  poassssed.  These  par- 
ticulars are: 

1 .  The  extent  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  along  which  the 
slavBtrade  is  supposed  to  be  carried  on;  with  the  rivers,  creeks, 
inlets,  bays,  harbors,  or  parts  of  the  coast,  to  which  It  is  uader- 
siood  slave  ships  most  frequently  resort. 

2.  The  space  or  bell  along  the  shore  within  which  cruisers 
may  be  usefully  employed  for  the  purpoee  of  detecting  veesels 
engaged  in  the  traffic 

3.  The  general  course  of  proceeding  of  a  slave  ship,  after 
leaving  Brazil  or  the  Weet  Indies,  on  a  voyage  to  the  coast  of 
Africa  for  slaves;  ladudlng  her  manner  of  approach  to  the 
shore,  her  previous  bargain  or  arrangement  for  tlio  purchase  of 
slaves;  the  time  of  her  usual  stay  on  or  near  thccoast,  and  the 
meana  by  which  aha  has  communication  with  persona  on 
land. 

4.  The  Datnie  of  the  atattoaa  or  banacoons  in  which  slaves 
are  collected  on  ahore,  to  be  eoid  to  the  traders;  whether  usually 
in  rivers,  creeks,  or  inlets,  or  oa  or  near  the  open  shore. 

6.  The  usual  artidea  of  equipment  and  preparation,  and  the 
manner  of  fitting  up,  by  which  a  vassal  is  known  to  be  a  slaver, 
though  not  caught  with  slaves  on  board. 

•6.  The  utility  of  employing  vessels  of  difTerent  nations  to 
cruise  togetlier,  so  that  one  or  the  other  might  have  a  right  to 
viait  and  seat ch  evsry  veasel  which  might  be  met  with  under 
suspicious  drcumstancee,  either  as  belonging  to  the  country  of 
the  vessels  visiting  and  asarebiag,  or  to  some  other  country 
which  haa,  by  tiaatj,  oooceded  such  rigitt  of  visitation  and 
search. 

7.  To  what  placee  alavea  from  slave  ships  could  be  most  cob* 
vooiently  taken. 

&  Finally,  what  number  of  vessels,  and  of  what  size  andde* 
saiption,  it  would  be  aecessary  to  employ  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  in  order  to  put  an  entire  end  to  the  traffic  in 
slaves;  and  for  what  number  of  "years  it  would  probably  be 
necessary  to  mainlaia  such  fovea,  to  accomplish  that  purpose? 
You  will  please  to  add  such  obssrvaiions  sa  the  state  of  your 
knowledge  may  allow,  relative  to  the  slave-trade  on  the  eastern 
coaat  of  Africa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 
Captaine  Bbll  and  PAiirB» 

United  Suiea  Navy. 

Oonmandere  BeU  and  Paine  to  the  Secretary  qf  State. 
.  WABBmoTON  CiTV,  Msy  10, 1842 

Sia:  la  accordance  with  the  wlahes  expiessed  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  30th  ultimo,  we  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  statement: 

In  reply  to  the  fimt  particular,  viz:  "The  extent  of  the  west- 
em  coast  of  Africs,  along  which  the  slave-trade  ia  supoosed  to 
be  carried  on,  with  the  rirers,  creeks,  inletf,  bays,  ha^re,  or 
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parts  of  the  coast  to  which  it  b  understood  slave  ahlps  most 
frequently  resort." 

The  slaves- trade  flrom  Western  Africa  to  America  is  carried 
ou  wholly  between  Senegal,  latitude  16  deg  north,  longitude 
164  dee.  west,  and  Cape  Fnaln  laiitutle  18  deg.  south,  longi^ 
lude  12  deg.  east,  a  apace  ^following  the  windings  of  the  coast 
at  the  distance  of  three  or  four  miles)  of  moie  than  3,600  miles. 
There  are  scattared  along  the  coast  five  En'elish,  four  French, 
five  American,  six  Portuguese,  six  or  eiahi  Dutch,  and  four  or 
five  Danish  seulemetita  besides  many  which  have  been  ab~.n- 
doped  by  their  respective  Governments. 

These  setilemeots  are  genetaiijr  Isolated:  many  of  them  only 
a  fonreas  without  any  town;  while  a  few  area  cluster  of  villages 
and  farms. 

The  British,  Frencli,  and  panicularl;  the  American  itrU!(». 
roents,  exercise  an  iroponant  Influence  in  suppressing  the  slave- 
trade. 

The  influence  of  the  Danes  and  Dutch  is  not  material. 

The  Portuguese  influence  is  supposed  to  favor  the  coniinc* 
ance  of  the  trade,  except  the  counter-influence  of  the  Bridoh, 
through  treaty  stipulations. 

North  of  the  Portuguese  cluster  of  settlements,  of  which  Bis* 
sao  is  liie  capital,  and  south  of  flenguela,  (alao  Portugueae,) 
there  is  believed  to  be  no  probability  of  a  revival  of  the  slave* 
trade  to  any  extenu 

This  leaves  about  3,000  miles  of  coast  to  which  the  trade 
(principally  with  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  Brazil)  is  limited. 

There  are  hundreds  of  trading  places  on  the  coaat,  calling 
themselves  "factories,"  and  each  claiming  the  protection  of 
some  civilized  power.  Some  of  these  were  the  sites  of  aban- 
dooed  colonies;  others  have  been  established  by  trading  com- 
panies or  individuals. 

The  actual  jurisdiction  of  a  tribe  on  the  coast  seldom  exceeds 
ten  miles,  though  these  email  tribes  are  sometimes  mors  or  less 
perfectly  associated  for  a  greater  distance. 

Of  these  factories  and  tribos,  a  few  have  never  been  directly 
engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  and  are  opposed  to  It;  but  the  great 
preponderance  is  of  the  slave-trading  interest. 

To  snomerate  the  rivers  and  Inlets  of  this  coast  would  not 
convey  a  just  idea  of  the  slave  country  or  practices,  aa  the  em- 
barcation  often  takM  plade  from  the  beach,  where  there  is  no 
inlet;  but  we  will  state  a  few  of  the  moat  noted. 

Commencing  at  Cape  Roxo,  in  latitude  12  dee.  30  min. 
north,  and  running  down  the  coast  as  far  as  the  river  Mellacoree. 
in  latitude  9  deg.  north,  the  slave-trade  is  more  or  less  carried 
on;  but  (in  consequence  of  the  vigilance  of  cniisera)  not  to  tha 
same  extent  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

Another  portion  of  the  coaat,  from  the  limits  of  the  Sierra 
Leooa  eokmy  to  Cape  Mount,  (a  space  including  the  mouths  of 
six  or  more  rivers,)  the  slave-trade  Is  extensively  prosecuted. 
Here  commences  the  iuriedictiqn  of  the  American  (^Ionization 
Society,  which  extendo  to  Grand  Basse.  There  are  several  slave 
stationa  between  Grand  Basse  and  Cape  Pahnaa.  From  thence 
eastward!  V  to  Cipa  Coast  castle,  situated  near  the  meridkn  of 
Greenwich,  we  believe  there  are  no  slave  stations;  but  taai- 
ward  of  ihia,  and  in  the  bights  of  Benin  and  Biafra,  along  tha 
whole  coast,  (which  mcludea  the  moutlis  of  the  great  rlvera 
Benin,  Formoea,NoB,  oU  and  new  Calabar,  Bonny,  Camerone, 
Gaboon,  and  Congo,)  with  few  exceptions,  down  to  Benguela, 
in  latitude  13  deg.  south,  the  slave-tiada  is  carried  on  to  a  very 
great  extent. 

Sd.  *^The  epace  or  belt  along  the  ehore,  within  which  cruiaers 
may  be  ueefnlly  employed,  for  the  purpoee  of  detecting  veasela 
enaaged  in  the  traffic." 

Men  of  war  ahouid  always  cruise  as  near  the  shore  aa  tha 
safety  of  the  vessel  will  admit,  in  order  to  take  advantage 
of  the  land  and  sea  breezes.  Twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  tha 
coast  there  are  continual  calma,  whore  vessels  are  subject  to 
vexatious  delays:  beeides  which,  ships  engsged  in  the  slave- 
trade  keep  close  in  with  the  htnd,  in  order  to  reach  their  placea 
of  destination. 

3d.  "The  general  course  of  proceeding  of  a  slave  ship,  after 
leaving  Brazil  or  the  West  Indies,  on  a  voyags  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  for  slaves,  including  her  manner  of  approach  to  tha 
shore,  her  previous  bargain  or  arrangements  for  the  purchasa 
of  slavea,  the  time  of  her  usual  stay  on  or  near  the  coeat,  and 
the  roeane  by  which  she  haa  communicatioQ  with  persona  oa 
land." 

Vessels  hound  from  tha  coast  of  Brazil,  or  the  Weatlndlea, 
to  the  coaat  of  Africa,  are  obliged,  in  consequence  of  the  trada 
winda  to  run  nonh  as  fares  the  latitude  of  thirty  or  thirtv-five, 
to  gel  into  the  variable  winds;  thence  to  the  eastward,  until  they 
reach  the  longitude  of  C^pe  Verd  Islands;  then  ateer  to  tha 
southward  to  their  port  of  destination;  and,  if  bound  as  far  to 
the  eastward  as  the  Gulf  of  Gubies,  usoallv  make  the  land 
near  Cape  Mount  or  Cape  Palmaa.  Veesels  from  Brazil  bound 
to  the  southern  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa  run  south  as  far  aa 
the  latitude  of  36  deg.  aouth,  and  make  up  their  eaating  in  tha 
southern  variablee. 

■  Slave  veeaela  are  generally  owned  or  chartered  by  thote  per- 
sons who  have  an  Imeresl  in  the  slave  establisltmenis  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  where  the  slaves  are  collec'.ed  end  con? 
fined  in  barracoons  or  slave  prisons,  ready  for  transhipment 
the  moment  the  vessel  arrives.  They  are  therefore  detained 
but  a  short  time  afler  arriving  at  their  place  of  deetinaiion. 
Inrtancee  have  come  to  our  notice  of  vessels  arriving  at  tha 
slave  station  in  the  evening,  landing  their  cargo,  taiing  on 
board  all  their  slaves,  and  sailing  with  the  land  breeze  the  fol- 
lowing morning. 

It  is  not  unusual,  however,  for  vessels,  unconnected  with  any 
particular  alave  eetabliehment.  to  make  their  purchases  afler 
arrival.  If  any  delay  is  likely  to  occur,  an  agent  ia  landed, 
and  the  veseel  stands  to  sea,  and  remains  absent  for  aa  long  a 
time  aa  may  be  thought  necessary  to  complete  their  arrange- 
ments, r  The  slavers  communicate  with  the  shore,  either  with 
their  own  boats,  or  boats  and  canoes  belonging  to  the  Kroo- 
men  in  the  employment  of  those  on  shore. 

4ih.  *The  nature  of  the  stations  or  barracoons  in  which 
slavea  are  collected  on  shore  to  be  sold  to  the  traders,  whether 
usuallv  on  rivers^  creelts,  or  inlets,  or  on  or  near  the  open 
shore." 

The  slave  atatione  ere  variously  situated;  some  nrar  tha 
mouth,  others  a  considerable  distance  up  the  rivers,  and  manv 
oirectly  on  the  aeaahore.  The  barracoons  aie  thatched  build* 
ings,  made  sufficiently  strong  to  secure  the  slaves,  and  enough 
oflhem  to  contain,  in  some  instancee, several  thousands.  Tha 
slaves  are  collected  by  the  negro  chiefs  in  the  vicinity,  and 
sold  to  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  ststions,  where  they  ara 
kept  confined  until  an  opportunity  ofTers  to  ship  them  oC 
Materials  of  all  kinds  neceiBary  to  convert  a  common  trader 
tpto  a  elaye  ship  are  kept  on  hand,  and  the  change  oan  be  com; 
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pleted  In  ft  few  houn.  A  numlMr  of  Kroomen  are  employed, 
and  boftU  tad  canoes  ready  for  immediate  Mrviee. 

The  alam  ftatioos  are  eenecally  fortified  with  cannon  and 
moakets,  not  only  to  guard  against  a  lising  of  the  staves,  but 
to  protect  them  from  sudden  attacks  of  Uie  natiTcs  in  itie  vi* 
cinity,  and  to  command  their  respect. 

6th.  "The  usual  articles  ofequlpraent  and  preparation}  and 
Che  manner  of  fitting  up,  by  wnich  a  Teasel  is  known  to  be  a 
■laver,  though  not  caucnt  with  sIsTea  on  board."' 

Veasels  engaged  in  the  slave>trade  are  either  fitted  up  with  a 
alftTe  deck,  or  hare  the  materials  on  board,  prepared,  to  put 
one  op  in  a  few  hoonu  Their  hatches,  instead  of  being  close, 
as  is  usnal  in  merchantmen,  have  gratings;  they  are  supplied 
with  boilers  sufllciently  lait^e  to  cook  rice  or  farinha  for  the 
number  of  alavee  tliey  expect  to  receiTe;  an  extra  number  of 
water -casks,  many  mora  than  are  sufficient  for  a  common  crew; 
also  a  number  of  shackles  lo  secure  their  slaves.  Most  of  these 
articles,  however,  are  concealed,  and  every  thing  is  done  to 
dittuise  the  veasel. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  them  to  have  several  sets  of  papers,  two 
or  more  persons  representing  themselves  as  captains  or  mas- 
ters of  the  veesel,  and  flags  of  ali  nations;  every  device  is  re* 
sorted  to,  to  deceive,  should  they  encounter  a  cruiser. 

Some  are  armed  with  only  a  few  muskets;  others  have  a 
number  of  heavy  guns,  accoruiag  to  the  aizeof  the  vessel;  and 
they  range  from  sixty  to  four  hundred  tons  burden,  with  crews 
from  ten  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  men. 

6ih.  "The  oiiiity  of  employing  vessJs  of  dificrenl  nations  to 
cruise  together,  no  that  one  or  toe  other  might  have  a  right  to 
Tiaii  and  search  every  vessel  which  might  be  met  with  under 
auspicious  circumstances,  either  as  belonging  to  the  couiitiy  of 
the  vessel  visiting  or  searching,  or  to  some  other  country  which 


has.  by  treaty , conceded  euch  right  of  visitation  and  search. 

We  are  of^  opinion  ttiat  a  squadron  should  be  kept  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  to  co-operate  with  the  British,  or  other  nations 
interested  in  slopping  the  slave-tiade;  and  that  the  most  efll- 
cient  mode  would  be  (or  vessels  to  cruise  in  couples,  one  of 
each  nafltm. 

7tli.  **To  what  places  slaves  taken  from  slave  ships  on  tha 
cnai^  could  be  most  conveniently  taken!" 

If  captured  under  the  American  flag,  send  them  to  Cape 
Mesurada,  Liberia,  or,  If  convenient,  to  such  other  of  the  Amer- 
ican  settlements  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States  there  may 
wish. 

8th.  'Tinally,  what  number  of  vessels,  and  of  what  sixe  and 
description,  it  would  be  necessary  to  employ  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  in  order  to  put  an  entire  end  to  the  trafflc  in 
slaves;  and  for  what  number  of  years  it  would  probably  be  ne* 
cessary  to  maintain  such  force  to  accomplish  that  purpose;" 
adding  "such  observations  as  the  state  of  your  knowledge  may 
allow,  relative  to  the  sia?e- trade  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Africal" 

As  our  personal  knowleciee  of  the  coast  extends  to  only  that  part 
of  it  comprised  between  Cape  Verd  and  Cape  Palmaa,  it  is  dif* 
ficultto  state  the  azact  force  required  fur  this  service;  not  less, 
however,  than  the  following,  we  think  neceaaary: 

One  first  class  sioop'Of>war. 

One  steamer  from  200  to  300  ions  burden. 

Two  (eight  or  ten  gun)  brigs  or  schooners. 

Ten  sehoooera  of  about  one  hundred  tons,  each  (with  four 
guna. 

One  storS'Shlp  of  from  2S0  to  900  tons. 

All  the  vessels  to  have  onenenth  leas  than  their  complements 
of  men,  u>  be  filled  up  with  Kroomen  on  their  arrival  on  the 


A  steamer  (to  be  fitted  up.  if  possible,  to  bum  either  wood  or 
coal,  as  circumstances  require)  will  be  essentially  necessary. 

TbMt  pan  of  the  coast  of  Africa  ftoea.  which  slaves  are  export- 
ed is  subject  to  light  wiitds  and  calms.  A  steamer  propelled  at 
the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour  could  easily  overtake  the  fasteat 
•ailing  vesselSb  and  would  be  a  great  auxiliary  in  ascending 
livers  and  towing  boats,  in  order  to  attack  slave  stations.  Less 
duty  is  performed  by  sailiag  croiaenon  thia  coast  than  on  any 
other  we  are  acquainted  with,  from  the  reasons  Just  slated;  and 
the  importance  of  steam  veasels  is  much  increased  by  this  dif- 
ficulty. 

We  cannot  state  confidently  bow  long  such  force  would  be 
necaasary;  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  m  three  years  the  trade 
would  be  80  far  deatroyed  as  to  enable  tiie  united  States  ta 
withdraw  a  greater  part,  while  a  small  force  of  observation 
would  be  necesaary,  until  the  natlvca  had  become  accustomed 
to  other  occupations,  and  lost  all  hope  of  again  engaging  in  the 
traffic. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  we  beg  leave  to  remark,  (hat 
the  American  fair  trader  is  sometimes  obstructed  in  the  must 
vexatious  manner  by  armed  British  merchantmen,  sustained 
hy  British  cruisers.  This  arises  from  the  practice  which  ex Uts 
with  the  commanders  ef  single  cruisers,  the  agents  of  trading 
companies,  the  masters  of  merchantmen,  and  others,  making 
agreements^  treaties,  or,  as  the  expression  there  is,  "books," 
securing  lo  themselves  the  exclusive  trade  with  the  tribe  or 
districu  A  late  instance  of  this  unreasonable,  and  probably 
unauthorized,  spirit  of  monopoly,  has  coms  to  our  notice  near 
Cape  Mount,  where  the  native  chief  was  induced  to  believe 
that  he  roula  not  make  a  treaty  with  the  American  colonists, 
because  he  had  made  one  with  the  commander  of  a  British 
cruiser. 

The  same  commander,  it  is  asserted,  has  also  threatened  the 
Governor  of  the  colony  at  Monrovia  that  he  will  malce  reprt* 
aala  on  the  commerce  of  the  colony,  for  exercising  the  usual 
jurisdiction  at  Baasa  Cove,  only  two  or  three  miles  from  their 
(own  of  Baasa  and  Edina. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  commandais  of  British  cruisers  au- 
thoiizea  us  to  say  that  their  conduct  is  not  usually  thus  un- 
friendly; but  many  instances  show  the  propriety  of  guarding 
the  interests  of  the  fair  dealer,  who  is  generally  opposeil  to  the 
Ilia  ve- trade. 

Respecting  these  treaties  or  agreements  with  the  tribes,  we 
think  that  only  ihe  commanders  or  squadrons  or  governors  of 
colOiites  should  be  perrallted  to  make  them;  anJ  with  thonc 
over  whom  their  Government  cannot  reasonably  claim  juris- 
diction, treaties  should  not  be  made  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
mercantile  powers  trading  on  the  coast,  as  has  sometimes  been 
done;  aitd  all  treaties  should  contain  a  prohibition  of  the  slave 
trade.  Commanders  of  squadrons  and  governors  of  coionirs 
flhoold  be  authorized  and  directed  to  seize  every  oitportoniiy, 
and  make  uss  of  all  honorable  means,  of  inducing  the  native 
trilMs,  snd  particularly  the  Emperor  of  Ashantee,  the  Empress 
or  Potentate  at  Loango,  and  other  powerful  nations,  lo  enter 
iuto  agreements  to  ptit  a  stop,  as  far  as  ihehr  influence  extendi, 
to  the  traffic;  to  seize  and  send  home  for  trial  all  foreigners 
found  on  thecoaat  engaged  In  the  slave-trade,  whether  belong 


ing  to  vessels  or  residing  on  the  coast,  (for  should  these  persons 
bo  permitted  to  remain,  even  after  their  slave  stations  are  de- 
sirt»yed,  they  will  erect  oihcrsat  points  probably  less  assailable;) 
and  should  be  enjoined  to  extend  liieir  [irotccUon  to  fair  tiaders, 
though  not  of  their  own  nation. 

Commanders  of  squadrons  and  governors  should  be  directed 
to  destroy  all  slave  factories  within  the  reach  of  the  force  em- 
ployed; and  to  proclaim  to  the  tribes  in  the  vicinity  they  must 
noi  be  renewed,  on  pain  of  having  their  villages  also  de- 
stroyed. 

We  have  little  knowledge  of  the  deUlts  respecting  the  slave- 
trade  90  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa.  No  iasiance  tiascome  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  American  flag  there.  From 
the  best  information  we  can  obtain,  it  seems  that  a  large  trade 
is  carried  on  by  Portuguese  colonies,  the  Aiab  chiefs,  and  negro 
tribes.  Their  greatest  markets  are  the  Mahometan  countries 
bordering  on  the  Red  Sea  and  Persian  Gulf,  the.  Portuguese 
East  India  colonies,  I3ombay,  and  perhapsother  British  posses- 
sions in  the  East  Indies.  This  part  of  the  trade  is  probably  in 
ihe  hands  of  the  Arabian  vessels.  Many  are  also«shipped  to 
Brazil,  and  some  perhaps  find  their  way  to  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico. 

Tn  concluding  this  subject,  we  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the 
field  of  operations  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  is  so  extensive, 
the  profits  so  ?reat,  an4  the  obstacles  in  the  path  so  many,  so 
various,  so  difficult,  that  every  means  should  be  used  by  civil- 
tzfld  nations,  and  particularly  by  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  to  effect  the  object;  and  we  do  not  believe  that  any 
material  good  can  result  without  an  earnest  and  cordial  co-ope- 
ration. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient 
aervaots.  .      CHARLES  H.  BELL, 

JOHN  8.  PAINE, 
Oommandera  United  Statet  Navf. 

Hon.  Daniel  Wbbstbr. 

Secretary  of  State,  Waahington, 


CASE  OF  THE  "CREOLE." 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Aahburton. 
Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washmgton,  August  1,  1842. 

My  Lord:  The  President  has  learned,  with  much  regret,  that 
you  are  not  empowered  by  your  Government  to  enter  into  a 
formal  stipulation  for  the  better  security  of  vessels  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  when  meeting  with  disasters  in  passing  betwen  the 
United  States  and  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  driven,  by  such  dis- 
asters, into  British  ports.  This  is  a  subject  which  Isdeemed 
to  be  of  great  importance;  and  which  cannot,  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, be  overlooked. 

Your  I/irdship  is  aware  that  several  cases  have  occurred  with- 
in the  last  few  years,  which  have  caused  much  complaint.  In 
some  of  these  cases,  compensation  has  been  made  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government  for  the  interference  of  the  local  authorities 
with  American  vessels  having  slaves  on  board,  by  which  inter- 
ference these  slaves  were  set  free.  In  other  cases,  such  com- 
{>en8ation  has  been  refueed.  It  appears  to  the  President  to  be 
br  the  interest  of  both  countries  that  the  recurrence  of  aimilnr 
cases  in  futuie  should  be  prevented  as  fares  possible. 

Your  Lordship  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the  case  of  the 
**Creole,"  a  vaaseL  carried  into  the  port  of  Nassau  last  winter 
by  persons  who  had  risen  upon  the  lawful  auihoiity  of  the  ves- 
sel, and,  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpose,  had  commit- 
ted murder  on  a  person  on  board. 

The  opiniona  which  that  occurrence  gave  occasion  for  this 
Government  to  express,  in  regard  to  the  rights  and  duties  of 
friendly  and  civilized  maritime  Statea,  placed  by  Providence 
near  to  eafh  other,  were  well  considered,  and  are  entertained 
with  entire  confidence.  The  facts  in  the  particular  case  of  the 
**Creole"  are  controverted;  poaitive  and  officious  interference  by 
the  colonial  authorities  to  set  the  slaves  free,  being  alleged  on 
one  side,  and  denied  on  the  other. 

It  ianot  my  present  puipoee  iodiacuasthisdifl*erence  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  evidence  in  the  case  as  it  at  present  exista;  because, 
the  rights  of  individuals  having  rendered  necessary  a  more 
thorough  and  a  jndicial  investigation  of  facta  and  circumstances 
attending  the  transaction,  such  investigation  is  understood  to 
be  now  in  prc^ess,  and  its  result,  whenknown,  will  render  me 
more  able  than  at  this  moment  to  present  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment a  full  and  accurate  view  of  the  whole  case.  But  It  is  my 
purpose,  and  my  duty,  to  iuvite  your  Lordship's  auenllon  to 
the  general  subject,  and  your  serious  consideration  of  some 
practical  means  of  giving  security  to  the  coasting  trade  of  the 
lTni(«l  States,  against  unlawful  annoyance  and  interruj'tton 
along  this  part  of  their  shore.  The  Bahama  ialands  approach 
the  coast  of  Florida  within  a  fe«  leagues,  and,  with  the  coast, 
furiii  a  long  and  narrow  channel,  filled  with  innumerable  small 
islands  and  banksofsand;  and  the  navigation  isdiflicnit  and  dan* 
gerous,  not  only  on  thene  accounts,  but  from  the  violence  nf 
the  winds  and  the  variable  natuie  of  ihe  currents.  Accidents 
are  of  course  frequcn';  and  nccessiiy  often  compels  veese Is  of 
the  United  States,  in  attempting  to  double  Cape  Florida,  to  seek 
shelter  in  the  ports  of  these  islands.  Along  this  passage,  the 
Atlantic  States  hold  intercourse  with  the  States  on  tne  Gulf  and 
the  Missiasippi;  and  through  It  the  producta  of  the  valley  of  that 
river  (a region  of  vast  extent  and  boundless  fertility)  finds 
main  outlet  to  the  sea,  in  their  destination  to  the  markets  «f  the 
world. 

No  particular  ground  of  complaint  exists  as  to  the  treatment 
which  American  vessels  usually  receive  in  these  ports,  unless 
they  happen  to  have  slaves  on  board;  but,  in  cases  of  that  kiot^ 
complaints  have  been  made,  as  already  stated,  of  officious  inter- 
ference of  the  colonial  authorities  wuh  the  vesael,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  changing  tlie  condition  in  which  these  persons  are,  by 
the  laws  of  their  own  country,  and  of  setting  ihem  free. 

In  the  Southern  Slates  of  this  Union,  slavery  exists  by  the 
laws  of  the  States,  and  under  the  guaranty  of  the  (Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates;  and  it  has  existed  in  them  from  a  p»ruMl 
long  antesedent  to  the  time  when  thev  ceased  to  be  Britit;h  col- 
onies. In  thisstate  of  things,  it  will  happen  that  slaves  will  be 
oflen  on  board  coasting  vessels,  aa  handa,  as  servants  attending 
the  families  of  their  owners,  or  for  the  purpose  of  beini;  car- 
ried from  port  to  port.  Fur  the  security  of  the  rights  of  their 
citizens,  when  vessels,  having  (>er8ons  of  this  description  on 
board,  are  driven  by  slrem  of  weatiier,  or  carried  h^  unlawful 
force  into  British  ports,  the  United  States  propose  the  in'roduc- 
tion  of  no  new  principle  into  the  law  of  nations.  They  require 
only  a  faithful  and  exact  observance  of  the  hijnnciions  of  that 
code,  as  understood  and  practised  in  modern  times. 

Your  Lordship  observes  that  I  have  spoken  only  of  Ameri- 


can vessels  driven  into  British  ports  by  the  disasters  Of  the  seas, 
or  carried  In  by  unlawful  force.  I  confine  my  remat  ks  to  these 
eases,  because  they  are  the  common  caMs,  and  because  they 
are  the  cases  which  the  law  of  nations  most  emphatically  ex- 
empta  from  inteifcrence.  The  maritime  law  is  full  of  instances 
of  the  application  of  ibat  great  and  practical  rule,  which  de- 
clares that  that  which  is  tlie  clear  result  oi  necessity,  ought  to 
draw  alter  it  no  penalty  aod  no  hazatd-  If  a  ship  be  driven,  by 
stress  of  weather,  into  a  prohibited  port,  or  into  an  open  pon, 
with  prohibited  articles  on  board,  in  neither  case  is  any  forfeit- 
ure incurred.  And  (wliat  may  be  considered  a  still  stronger  case) 
it  has  boen  decided  by  eminent  English  authority,  and  that  de- 
cision has  received  general  approbation,  that  ifa  vessel  be  driv- 
en, by  necessity,  into  a  port  strictly  blockaded,  thia  necessity  is 
good  defence,  and  exempts  her  from  penahy. 

A  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  beyond  the  distance  of  a  marine 
league  from  the  shore,  is  regarded  as  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  nation  to  which  she  belongs,  and  subjected  exclusively  to 
ihe  jurisdiction  o^  that  nation  If,  against  the  will  of  her  mas- 
ter, or  owner,  she  be  driven  or  carried  nearer  lo  the  land,  or 
even  into  port,  those  who  have,  or  ought  to  have,  control  over 
her,  struggling  all  the  while  to  keep  her  upon  the  high  seas,  and 
so  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  her  own  Gbvemmenr, 
what  xettmn  or  justice  is  there  in  creating  a  distindtion  between 
her  righ's  and  immunities,  in  a  position^  thus  the  result  of  abso- 
lute necessity,  and  the  same  rights  and  immunities  before  supe- 
rior power  had  forced  her  out  of  her  voluntary  course? 

Buu  my  Jjord,  the  rule  of  law,  and  the  comiy  and  practice 
of  nations,  go  much  further  than  these-  cases  of  necessity,  and 
allow  even  to  a  merchant  vessel  coming  into  any  open  port  of 
another  country  voluntarily,  for  the  purposes  of' lawful  trade, 
to  brina;  with  her,  and  keep  over  her,  to  a  vexy  conaiderable  ex- 
tent, the  j  urisdiciion  and  authority  of  the  laws  of  her  own  coun- 
try; excluding,  to  this  extent,  by  consequence,  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  local  law.  A  ship,  say  the  nublicists,  ihouah  atanchorio  a 
foreign  harbor,  preserves  its  jurisdiction  and  ita  laws.  It  is 
natural  to  conalder  the  vessels  of  a  nation  as  parts  of  its  tsrri- 
tory,  though  at  sea,  as  the  State  retains  its  juriadlction  over 
them:  and,  according  to  the  commonly  received  custom,  this 
juriscliciion  is  preserved  over  the  vessels,  even  in  parts  of  the 
sea  subject  to  a  foreign  dominion. 

This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  law  of  nations,  clearly  laid  down  by 
writers  of  recejved  authority,  and  entirely  conformable,  as  it  is 
supposed,  with  the  practices  of  modem  nations: 

Ifa  muriler  be  committed  on  board  of  an  Americao  vessel,  by 
one  of  the  crew  upon  another,  or  upon  a  passenger,  or  by  a 
passenger  oo  one  of  the  crew,  or  another  passeoaer,  while  such 
vQBsel  IS  lying  in  a  port  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  atate 
or  sovereignty,  the  ofience  is  cognizable  and  puniabable  by  the 
proper  court  nf  the  United  States,  In  the  aame  manner  as  if  such 
offence  had  been  committed  on  board  the  vessel  on  the  high 
seas.    The  law  of  England  is  supposed  to  be  the  same. 

It  is  true,  that  the  joiisdic'tion  of  a  nation  over  a  veasel  belong* 
ing  to  it,  while  l>lng  in  the  port  of  another,  is  not  necessarily 
wholly  exclusive.  We  do  not  so  consider  or  so  assert  It.  For 
any  unlawful  act  done  by  her  while  thus  lying  In  port,  and  for 
all  contracts  entered  into  while  there,  by  her  master  or  owners, 
she  and  they  must  doubtless  be  answerable  to  the  laws  of  the 
place.  Nor,  if  her  master  or  crew,  while  on  board  in  such  port, 
break  the  peace  of  the  community  by  the  commission  of  crimes, 
can  exemption  be  claimed  for  them.  Cut,  nevertheleas,  the 
lawof  nations,  aa  I  have  stated  it,  and  the  statutes  of  govern- 
ments founded  on  tliat  law,  as  I  have  referred  to  them,  show 
that  enliffhtened  nations,  in  modem  limes,  do  clearly  hold  that 
the  jurisdiction  ^nd  laws  of  a  nation  accompany  her  ships  not 
only  over  the  high  seas,  but  into  ports  and  harbora,  or  whereso- 
ever else  they  may  be  water-borne,  for  the  general  purpose  of 
governing  and  regulating  the  rights,  duties,  snd  obligations  of 
those  on  board  thereof;  and  that,  to  the  extent  of  the  exercise  of 
this  jurisdiction,  they  are  considered  as  parts  of  the  territory  of 
the  nation  herself. 

If  a  vessel  be  driven  by  weather  Into  the  ports  of  another  na- 
tion, it  would  hardly  be  alleged  by  any  one,  that,  by  the  mere 
force  of  such  arrival  within  the  waters  of  the  State,  the  law  of 
that  Sute  would  so  attach  to  the  vessel  as  to  aflect  exiaiing 
ri({hta  of  property  between  persons  on  board,  whether  arising 
from  contract  or  otherwise.  The  local  law  would  not  operaie 
to  make  the  goods  of  one  man  to  become  the  goods  of  another 
man.  Nor  ought  it  to  affect  the  r  personal  obligationa,  or  ex- 
isting rations  between  themselves;  nor  wasjt  ever  supposed 
to  hav^uch  effect,  until  the  delicate  and  exciting  question 
which  has  caused  these  interferences  in  the  British  Islands 
arose.  The  local  law  in  these  cases  dissolves  no  obligations  or 
relations  lawfully  entered  into  or  lawfully  existing,  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  ship's  country.  If  it  did,  Intercourse  of  civil- . 
ized  men  between  nation  and  nation  must  cease.  Marrlsges 
are  frequently  celebrated  in  one  country  in  a  manner  not  law- 
ful or  valid  in  another;  but  did  anybody  ever  doubt  that  mar- 
riagi  s  are  valid  all  over  the  civilized  world,  if  valid  in  the  coun- 
try in  which  I  hey  took  placet  Did  any  one  ever  imagine  thst 
local  law  acted  upon  such  marriages  to  armihilate  their  obliga- 
tion, if  the  parties  should  vini  a  country  in  which  marriages 
must  be  celebrated  in  another  f  rm7 

It  may  be  raid  that,  in  such  instances,  personal  relations  are 
founded  in  contract,  snd  therefore  to  be  respected;  but  that  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave  is  not  founded  in  contract,  and 
therefore  is  to  be  respected  only  by  the  law  cf  the  place  which 
recognises  it.  Whoever  so  reasons,  encounters  the  authority 
of  the  whole  body  of  public  law,  from  Grotius  down;  be- 
cause there  are  numerous  instanceji  in  which  the  law  llssif 
presumes  or  implies  contracts;  and  promirenl  among  these 
instances  is  the  very  relation  which  we  are  now  considering, 
and  which  relation  is  holden  by  law  to  draw  after  it  mutuality 
of  obligation. 

Is  not  the  relation  between  a  father  and  his  minor  children 
acknowledged,  when  they  go  abroad  1  And  on  what  contiact 
is  this  founded,  but  a  contract  raised  by  genera]  principles  of 
law,  fVom  the  relation  of  ibc  particp? 

Your  liOrdship  will  pleaec  to  bear  In  mind,ihat  the  proposition 
which  lam  endeavoring  to  8upi>ort,  Is,  thst,  by  the  comity  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  practice  ef  modern  times,  merchant 
vessels,  entering  open  ports  of  other  nations,  for  the  purpose  of 
trade,  ate  presumed  to  be  allowed  to  bring  with  them,  and  to 
retain,  for  tl-eir  protection  and  government,  the  jurisdiction  and 
laws  of  their  own  country.  All  this,  I  repeat,  is  presumed  to 
be  allowed;  because  the  ports  are  open,  because  trade  is  in- 
vited, and  berausp,  under  the^e  circumstances,  such  permis- 
sion or  allowance  ioaccorrfina  to  general  usaee.  It  Is  not  de- 
nied that  all  this  may  be  refused;  and  this  nueeests  a  distinc- 
tien,  the  disrpgard  of  which  may  perhaps  account  for  most  of 
the  difficulties  arining  in  cases  of  this  son;  ;that  is  to  say,  th^ 
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dJ0linction  between  whet  a  Bute  may  do  if  it  pleaaea,  and 
what  it  is  praaumed  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  in  tlie  absence  of  any 
poaidre  declaration  of  ita  will.  A  State  might  declare  that  all 
foreign  nwrriagee  ^houki  be  regarded  aa  null  and  void,  within 
Its  territory;  that  a  foreign  father,  arriving  with  an  inmntaon, 
ahoald  no  longer  have  aathority  or  control  over  him;  tliat,  on 
tiie  arrival  of  a  foreign  veaael  in  its  porta,  all  ahipping  aniclea 
and  all  indenluiea  of  appreniieeahip  between  tier  crew  and 
her  ownera  or  maaters,  aoould  ceaae  to  be  binding.  Tncae,  and 
many  other  thinga,  equally  irrational  aodabauro,  a  aovereign 
Stale  faaa  donbtleaa  the  power  to  do.  Bot  they  are  not  to  be 
presumed.  It  ie  not  to  be  taken  for  granted,  ekb  antCy  that  it  ia  the 
will  of  the  aovereten  State  thua  to  withdraw  itaelf  fiom  the  cir- 
cle of  dviibed  nallonB.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  believe  tbia 
to  be  ita  intention,  when  it  formally  announeea  that  intention, 
by  appropriate  enactment!,  edicts,  or  other  declarationa.  In 
r^ara  to  alavera  within  the  British  tenitoriea,  there  ia  a  well- 
known  and  clear  promulgation  of  the  will  of  the  aovereign  au* 
thority;  tliat  ia  to  say,  there  ia  a  well  known  rule  of  her  law. 
As  10  England  heraelf,  that  law  haa  long  eziated;  and  recent 
acts  of  Arliament  eatabilah  the  same  law  for  the  colonies. 
The  usual  mode  of  ataling  the  rule  of  English  law  is,  that  no 
sootier  does  a  alave  reach  the  ahureof  England,  than  he  is  free. 
This  ia  true;  but  it  means  no  more  than  that,  when  a  alave 
cornea  within  the  ejrciusl?e  juriadiciion  of  England,  he  ceaaea 
to  be  a  alave.  beeauae  the  law  of  England  poaitively  and  no* 
loriouaiy  prohibits  and  forbids  the  existence  of  auch  a  reia* 
Uon  between  man  and  man.  But  it  doea  not  mean 
that  Engllah  anihontiea,  with  this  rule  of  English  law  in 
their  hands,  may  enter  where  the  juriadiction  of  another 
nation  ie  acknowledged  to  exiat,  and  there  destroy  righta, 
obli^ationa,  and  intereata,  lawfully  eziating  under  the 
authority  of  auch  other  nation.  No  such  construction,  and  no 
such  eJIect,  can  be  rightfully  given  to  the  Britiah  law.  It  ia 
true,  thai  it  ia  cpmpeient  to  the  British  Parliament,  by  expreaa 
statute  proviaion,  to  declare  that  no  foreign  jurisdiction  or  any 
kind  should  exist  in  or  over  a  vessel,  after  ita  arrival  voinntarlly 
her  p<ma.  And  ao  she  might  cloae  all  her  porta  to  the  ahips  of 
aU  nations.  A  State  may  also  declare,  in  the  absence  of  treaty 
Btipalationa,  that  foreigners  ahall  not  sue  in  bor  courts,  nor 
travel  in  her  territories,  nor  carry  away  funds  or  goods  received 
for  debts.  We  need  not  inquiie  what  would  be  the  condition 
of  a  country  that  should  establish  such  lawa,  nor  in  what  re* 
iation  tttey  would  leave  her  towards  the  States  of  the  civilized 
world.  Her^power  to  make  such  lawa  ia  unquestionable;  buL 
in  the  abeeoce  of  direct  and  positive  enactmenta  to  that  ef- 
fect, the  preaumption  iathat  tneoppoeitesof  these  things  ex* 
iac  While  her  ports  are  open-to  foreign  trade,  it  ia  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  aha  expecta  foreign  ships  to  enter  them,  bringing 
withtliamthejurttdictionof  their  own  Government,  and  the 
protection  of  ita  lam,  to  the  aame  extent  that  her  ahips,  and  the 
shipa  ofothercommercialStatea,  carry  with  them  the  jnria- 
diciioQ  of  their  respective  Governments  into  the  open  ports  of 
the  world;  Just  as  it  la  preaumed,  while  the  contrary  ia  not 
avowed,  that  strangers  may  travel  in  a  civilized  countiy,  in  a 
time  of  peace,  sue  In  its  courts,  and  bring  awav  their  property . 
A  merdiant  vessel  enters  the  port  of  a  friendly  State,  and  en* 
joys  while  there  the  protection  of  her  own  laws,  and  ia  under 
thejnrisdictionof  herown  Governmenl— not  in  derogation  of 
theaorereignty  of  the  place,  but  by  the  presumed  allowance  or 
permMsion  of  that  aovereignty.  Thie  perroisaion  or  allowance 
IB  founded  <»  the  comity  of  nations,  like  the  other  caaea  which 
have  been  mentioned;  and  thia  comity  is  part  (and  a  most  im- 
portant and  valuable  part)  of  the  law  of  naiiona,  to  which  all 
nationa  are  preaumed  to  aaaent  until  they  make  theit  diasent 
known.  In  the  silence  of  any  positive  rule  affirming  or  deny- 
ing or  reatraining  the  operation  of  foreign  lawa,  their  tacit 
Moption  is  presumed,  to  the  usual  extenu  It  ia  upon  this 
ground  tliat  courts  of  law  expound  contracta  according  to  the 
Hiwoftbe  place  in  which  they  are  made;  and  Inatancea  almost 
innumerabls  exist,  lo  which,  by  the  general  praciice  of  civil- 
izod  countries,  the  lawa  of  one  will  be  recosnised  and  often  ex- 
ecuted in  another.  Thia  is  the  comity  of  nationa;  and  it  is 
upon  this,  ss  its  solid  baais,  that  the  intercourse  of  civilized 
Statee  ia  maintained. 

But  while  that  which  has  now  been  said  is  understood  to  be 
ihe  voluntary-  and  adopted  law  of  naiiona,  in  cases  of  the  volun- 
tary entry  of  merchant  veaaels  into  the  ports  of  other  countries, 
it  is  nevertheleas  true,  that  vessola  In  »uch  ports,  only  through 
an  overruling  nect^asiiy,  may  place  their  claim  for  exemp* 
tion  from  interference  on  still  higher  principlbc;  that  is  te  say, 
principles  held  in  more  sacred  regard  by  the  comitv,the  cour- 
tesy, or  indeed  the  common  sense  of  justice  of  all  civilized 
Slates. 

Even  in  regard  to  cases  of  necessity,  however,  there  are  things 
of  an  unfriendly  and  offensive  character,  which  yet  it  may  not 
be  easy  to  say  that  a  nation  might  not  do.  For  examf)]e:  a  na- 
tion might  declare  her  will  to  be,  an<l  make  it  the  law  of  her  do- 
minions,  that  foreign  vcbmIs.  cast  away  on  her  ahorea,  should 
be  lost  to  their  owner^  and  subject  to  tbe  ancient  law  of  wreck. 
Or  aneutral  State,  while  shutting  her  ports  to  the  armed  vea- 
adaof  belligerents,  aa  she  hss  a  right  to  do.  mielit  lesolve  on 
aeising  and  confiscating  vessels  of  ;hat  description,  which 
abouid  be  driven  to  take  ahelter  in  her  harboisby  the  violence  df 
thesmrmsof  the  ocean.  But  laws  of  this  character,  however 
wiihhi  tbe  absolute  competence  of  Governments,  could  only  be 
passed,  if  passed  at  all,  under  wiliingnesa  to  meet  the  last  re* 
BfiofMbiliiy  towhich  nationa  are  aubjected. 

The  presumption  is  stronger,  therefore,  in  regard  to  vessels 
driven  into  foreign  ports  by  necessity,  and  seeking  only  tempo. 
rary  refuge,  than  in  regard  to  those  which  enter  them  volun- 
tarily, and  for  purposes  of  trade,  that  the^  will  net  be  interfered 
with;  and  that,  unieaathoy  commit,  while  in  port,  some  act 
against  the  laws  of  the  place,  they  will  be  permitedto  receive 
snpptieo,  to  repair  damages,  and  tt>  depart  unmoleetrd. 

If,  therefore,  veasels  of  the  United  States,  pursuioff  lawful 
voyages  from  port  to  port,  along  i  heir  own  shore,  are  driven  hv 
streaaof  weather,  or  carried  by  unlawful  lorce,  into  Engliiih 
porta,  the  Government  of  tlie  United  States  cannot  conaenl  that 
the  local  auihorities  in  those  ports  ahall  take  advantage  of  such 
misfortunes,  and  enter  them,  for  the  purpose  of  inierfering  with 
the  condition  of  persons  or  things  on  boaid,  m  established  b^ 
their  own  laws.  If  slaves,  the  property  of  ciiiz^rns  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  escape  into  the  British  territories,  it  is  not  expected 
chat  they  will  be  lestored.  In  that  case,  the  tenitorial  jurisdic- 
tion of  England  will  hAve  become  exclusive  over  them,  and 
HMist  decioe  their  condition.  But  slaves  on  board  of  American 
vessels,  lymg  in  British  waters,  are  not  within  the  exclusive  ju- 
rifldiction  of  England^  or  under  the  exclusive  operation  of  Eng- 
lirii  law;  and  ima  founds  the  broad  distinction  between  the 
cases.    If  persons  guilty  of  crimes  In  the  United  States,  seek 


an  asylum  in  the  British  dominions,  they  will  not  be  demanded, 
until  provision  for  such  cases  be  made  by  treaty;  because,  tha 

giving  upof  crimlnala  fugitive  from  justice  Is  agreed  and  un- 
eralood  to  bo  a  matter  in  which  every  nation  regulates  its 
conduct  according  to  ita  own  discretion.  It  is  no  breach  of 
comity  to  refuse  such  surrender. 

On  the  other  hand,  vessels  of  the  United  Suites,  driven  by  ne- 
cessity into  British  ports,  and  staying  there  no  longer  than  such 
necessity  exists,  violating  no  law,  nor  having  Intent  to  violate 
any  law,  will  claim,  and  there  will  be  claimed  for  them,  protec- 
tion and  aecurity,  freedom  from  molestation,  and  from  all  in* 
terference  with  the  character  or  condition  of  persons  or  things 
on  boanl.  In  tho  opinion  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  such  vessels,  so  driven  and  so  detained  by  necessity  in  a 
friendly  port,  ought  to  be  regarded  aa  still  pursoine  their  origi- 
nal voyage,  and  turned  out  of  their  direct  course  only  by  disas- 
ter, or  by  wrongful  violence;  that  they  ought  to  receive  all  aa- 
sistance  necessary  to  enable  them  to  resume  that  direct  course; 
and  that  interference  or  molestation  by  the  local  authorities, 
where  the  whole  voyage  ia  lawful,  both  in  act  and  intent,  is 
ground  for  just  and  grave  complaint. 

Your  Lr?rdship'adisce.rnment  and  large  experience  in  afTiirs 
cannot  fail  to  suggest  to  you  how  important  it  Is  to  merchants 
and  navigators,  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  of  a  country  so 
large  In  extent  as  tne  United  States,  that  they  should  feel  secure 
against  all  but  the  ordinary  causes  of  maritime  loss.  The  pos- 
sessions of  the  two  Governments  closely  approach  each  other. 
Thiji  proximity,  which  ought  to  make  us  friends  and  eood 
neighbors,  may,  without  proper  care  and  regulation,  fiself 
prove  aceasele'as  cauas  of  vexation.  Irritation,  and  disquiet. 

If  your  Lordship  has  no  authority  to  enter  into  a  stipulation 
by  treaty  for  the  prevention  of  such  occonences  hereafter  as 
have  already  happened — occurrences  so  likely  to  disturb  that 
peace  between  the  two  countries  which  it  Is  the  object  of  your 
Lordship's  mission  to  establish  and  confirm — you  may  still  be 
so  far  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  your  Government  aa 
lo  be  able  to  engagetbat  inatructions  shall  be  given  to  tbe  local 
authorities  in  the  Islands,  which  shall  lead  them  to  regulate  their 
conduct  in  conformity  with  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  just  rxpectattonaof  their  Government,  and  in 
such  manner  aa  aliali,  in  future,  take  away  all  teasonable 
ground  of  complaint.  It  would  be  with  the  moat  profound  re- 
gret that  the  President  should  see  that,  while  it  ia  now  hoped  so 
many  other  subjects  of  difference  may  be  harmoniously  ad- 
juated,  nothing  ahould  be  done  in  regard  to  this  dangerous 
source  of  future  collisioivs. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  Lordahip  the 
assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

DANIEL  WEBSTEft. 

I/>rd  AsBBUHTOM,  Arc,  &c,  Ac. 

Lord  Athburton  to  Mr.  Wtbtter, 

Wasbinoton,  August  6,  1812. 
Sir*  You  may  be  well  assured  that  J  am  duly  sensible  of  the 

{^reat  importance  of  the  subject  to  which  you  call  my  attention 
n  the  note  which  you  did  me  thehonor  of  addressing  me  the  Ist 
instant,  in  which  you  informed  me  that  the  President  had  been 

g leased  te  express  his  regret  that  I  was  not  empowered  by  my 
lovem mem  to  enter  into  a  formal  stipulation  for  the  better  se* 
entity  of  vessels  of  ilie  United  States,  when  meetinjr  with  dlaas- 
ters  m  passing  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bahama  isl- 
andq,  and  driven,  by  such  dissslers,  into  British  ports. 

It  is,  I  believe,  unnecessary  that  I  should  tell  you  that  the 
case  of  the  Creole  was  known  in  London  a  few  days  only  be- 
fore my  departure.  Noc-mplaint  had  at  that  time  been  made 
by  Mr.  Everett.  Tbe  subject  wss  not,  therefore,  among  those 
which  it  was  the  immediate  object  of  my  mission  to  discuss. 
But  at  the  same  time  I  must  admit  that,  from  the  moment  I  waa 
acquainted  with  the  facts  of  this  caae,  I  was  sensible  cf  all  its 
impoitance;  and  I  ahould  not  think  myself  without  power  to 
consider  of  some  sdjustment  of,  and  remedy  for,  a  great  ac- 
knowledged difficultv,  if  I  could  see  my  way  clearly  to  any  sat- 
isfactory course,  and  if  I  had  not  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  alter 
very  anxious  consideration,  that,  for  the  reasons  which  I  will 
Btate.  this  queation  had  better  be  treated  in  London,  where  it 
will  have  a  much  increased  chance  of  sertlement,  on  terms 
likely  to  satisfy  the  interests  of  the  UAited  States. 

The  immediate  case  of  the  Creole  would  be  easily  di^osed  of; 
but  it  involves  a  class  and  description  of  cases  which,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  that  Fecuriiy  yoU  seek  for  the  trade  of  Ameri- 
ca through  the  &ihama  channel,  brings  into  consideration  ques- 
tions of  law,  both  national  and  lr.t'.'maliona1,  of  ihe  highcM  im- 
portance; and  to  increase  tho  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  the  sub- 
ject, public  feeling  is  sensitively  alive  to  every  thing  conntcted 
with  It.  These  circumstances  bring  me  to  the  conviction  that, 
although  I  really  bciicve  that  much  may  be  done  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  your  G«vernmenl,  the  means  of  doing  so  would  be 
best  considered  in  I/)ndon,  where  immcdiata  reference  may  l)e 
had  to  the  highest  autliorities,  on  every  point  of  delicacy  and 
difficulty  that  may  arise.  Whatever  I  miaht  attempt  would  ho 
more  or  less  under  tho  disadvantage  of  being  fettered  by  appre- 
hensions of  rcaponsibiliiy,  and  I  might  thenby  be  kept  wiihin 
limits  which  my  Government  at  home  might  disregard.  In  other 
wurcts,  I  believe  you  would  have  a  better  chance  in  this  settle- 
ment with  them  than  with  me.  I  state  this  afler  aonie  imper- 
fect endeavors,  by  cjrrespondencc,  to  come  at  saiisfuciory  ex- 
planationfl.  ifl  were  in  this  instance  treating  of  ordinary  ma- 
terial interests,  I  should  proceed  with  mon;  confidence;  but 
anxious  as  I  unfeignrdly  am  that  all  quesdons  likely  to  disturb 
the  future  good  understanding  between  usthould  be  averted,  I 
strongly  recommend  this  qutstion  of  the  security  of  ibe  Baha- 
ma channel  biing  referred  for  discussion  In  London. 

This  opinion  is  more  deci»!edly  confirmed  by  your  very  ela- 
borate and  important  argument  on  the  application  of  the  gener- 
al principles  of  the  law  of  nations  to  theM  subjccte — an  argu- 
ment to  which  your  authority  necessarily  glvcjs  great  weight, 
but  in  which  I  would  not  presume  to  follow  you  wiih  my  own 
Imperflici  means.  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  cover- 
ing airlhe  eras  of  the  world  with  ihclr  ctmmerce,  have  the 
gredrai  possible  Interent  in  maintaining  sound  and  pure  prin- 
ciples of  int'Tnatioual  law,  as  well  as  the  practice  of  reciprocal 
aid  and  gootl  (ifTices  in  all  then  harbors  and  po8s»eK«ions.  Willi 
respect  to  the  latter,  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  dieposi- 
lion  o f  the  rspective  Governments  and  people  leaves  liule  lo 
be  desired,  with  the  single  exception  of  those  very  delicate  and 
perplexing  qnesiions  which  have  recently  arisen  from  the  state 
or»Iavcry;  and  even  ihcfc  seem  confined,  and  likely  to  continue 
tp  be  cotifined,  to  the  narrow  pawageof  the  Bahama  ch.innel. 
At  no  other  part  of  the  British  poasessioas  are  Ameilcan  vessels 
with  alsves  ever  likely  to  touch,  nor  are  they  likely  to  much 
there  otherwise  than  from  the  pressure  of  very  urgent  necewi- 
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ty.    The  difliculty,  therefore,  as  well  as  the  desired  remedy,  is 
apparently  confined  within  narrow  limits. 

Upon  the  sreat  general  principles  affecting  this  case,  we  do 
not  differ.  You  admit  that  if  slaves,  the  property  of  American 
citizens,  escape  into  British  territories,  it  is  not  expected  that 
they  will  be  reaiored;  and  you  may  be  well  assured  that  there  is 
no  wish  on  our  part  that  they  ahould  reach  our  shores,  or  that 
British  possessions  should  be  used  as  decoys  for  the  violatoisof 
the  laws  of  a  friendly  neighbor. 

When  these  slavea  do  reach  us,  by  whatever  means,  there 
is  no  alteinaiive.  The  present  state  of  British  law  ia,  in  this 
respect,  too  well  known  to  require  repetition;  nor  need  I  re- 
mind you  that  it  is  exactly  the  same  with  the  lawa  of  every  part 
of  the  United  Statee  where  a  state  of  sisvery  is  not  recognised; 
and  that  the  slave  put  on  shore  at  Nassau  would  be  dealt  with 
exactly  aa  would  a  foreign  alave  landed,  under  any  circum- 
stances whatever,  at  Boston. 

Bat  what  conatituies  the  being  within  British  dominion,  from 
which  those  consequences  are  to  follow?  Is  a  vessel  passing 
through  the  Bahama  channel,  and  foioed  invohintarily,  either 
from  storm  or  mutiny,  into  British  waters,  to  be  so  constderedl 
What  power  liave  the  suthorities  ofiiiose  islands  to  take  cog* 
bizaoce  of  persons  or  property  in  such  vesselsl  These  are 
questions  which  you,  sir,  nave  discussed  at  great  length,  and 
with  evident  abilitv.  Although  yon  liave  advanced  some  prop* 
ositions  which  rather  surprise  and  stanle  me,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  judge  them;  but  what  is  very  clear,  is,  that  great  principles 
are  involved  in  a  discussion  which  it  would  ill  become  me 
lightly  to  enter  upon;  and  I  am  confirmed  by  this  consideration 
in  wishing  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  where  it  will  be  per> 
fectly  weighed  and  examined. 

It  behooves  the  auihoriiiea  of  our  two  Governments  well  to 
guard  themselves  against  establishing,  by  their  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse, false  precedents  and  principles;  and  that  they  do  not, 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  a  passing  difficulty,  set  examples 
which  may  hereafter  mislead  the  world. 

It  is  not  intended,  on  this  occssion,  to  consider  in  detail  the 
particular  instances  which  have  given  rise  to  these  discussions. 
They  have  already  been  stated  snd  explained.  Our  object  is 
rather  to  look  to  the  means  of  future  prevention  of  such  occur- 
rences. That  this  may  be  obtained,  I  have  little  doubt,  although 
we  may  not  be  able  immediately  to  agree  on  the  preciae  stipu- 
lations of  a  treaty.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  there  are  cer- 
tain great  principles,  toe  deeply  rooted  in  the  consciences  and 
sympathies  of  the  people  for  any  miuisterto  be  able  to  overlook: 
and  any  engagement  I  might  make  in  opposition  to  them  would 
be  instantly  disavowed;  but,  at  tbe  same  ume  that  we  maintain 
our  own  laws  within  our  own  territories,  we  are  bound  to  re- 
spect those  of  our  neighbors,  and  to  listen  to  every  possible  sug- 
frestion  of  means  of  averting  from  them  every  annoyance  and 
njury.  I  have  great  confidence  that  this  may  be  effectually 
done  in  the  present  insiance;  but  the  case  to  be  met  and  reme- 
died ia  new,  and  must  not  be  too  hastily  dealt  with.  You  may, 
however,  be  na»ured  that  meaaures  so  important  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  friendly  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  shall 
not  be  neglected. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  can  engage  that  Instructions  shall  be  given 
to  the  Governnrs  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  en  the  southern  bor- 
ders of  the  Uidted  States,  to  execute  their  own  laws  with  careful 
attention  to  the  wish  of  their  own  Government  to  maintain  good 
neighborhood;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  officious  interference 
with  American  vessels  driven  by  accident  or  by  violence  into 
those  ports.  The  laws  snd  duties  of  hospitality  shall  be  executed; 
and  these  seem  neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  any  further  in- 
quisition into  the  state  of  persons,  or  things,  on  board  of  vessels 
so  situated,  than  may  be  indispensable  to  en  force  tbs  observance 
of  the  municipal  law  of  the  colony,  and  tbe  proper  regulation 
of  its  harbors  and  waters. 

A  strict  and  careful  attention  to  these  rules,  applied  in  ^ood 
faith  to  all  transactions  as  they  arise,  will,  I  hope  and  believe, 
without  any  abandonment  of  great  general  prirciples,  lead  to 
the  avoidance  of  any  excitement  or  agitation  on  this  very  sensi- 
tive subject  of  slavery,  and,  consequently,  of  those  Irritating 
feelings  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  bring  into  peril  all  tho 
great  interests  connected  with  the  maintenance  of  peace. 

I  further  trust  that  friendly  sentiments,  and  a  conviction  of 
the  importance  of  cheiishingthem,  will,  on  all  occasions,  lead 
the  two  conntries  to  consider  favorably  any  further  arrange- 
ments which  may  be  judged  necessary  for  the  reciprocal  pioiec- 
tion  of  their  interests. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  explanation  on  this  very  important  sub- 
ject will  be  satisfacLory  to  the  President,  and  that  he  will  see  in 
it  no  diminution  of  that  earnest  desire,  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  recognise  in  me,  to  perform  my  work  of  reeoncilia- 
tion  and  fiiendship;  but  that  he  will  rather  perceive,  in  my  sue- 
pestion,  in  this  particular  instance,  that  it  is  made  with  a  well- 
founded  hope  of  iheieby  better  obtaining  the  object  we  have  in 
view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration. 

ASIIBURTON. 

Hon.  Daniel  Wbbstkb,  &c.,  &c,  &c. 

Mr.  Web$ter  to  Lord  Ashburton. 

DXPARTMBNT  OP  BtATS, 

Washington,  August  8, 1842. 
Mr  Lord.  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  I/>rd8hip's  note  of  the  6ih  inslant,  in  answer  to  ruine  of 
the  1st,  upon  the  subject  of  a  stipulation  for  the  better  security 
of  American  vecsels  driven  by  accident,  or  carried  by  force, 
into  the  British  West  India  ports. 

The  Prcaident  would  have  been  gratified  if  you  had  felt  your- 
self at  liberty  to  proceed  at  once  to  consider  of  some  proper 
arrangement,  by  formal  ti  eaty,  for  this  object;  but  there  may  be 
weight  in  tl:e  reasons  which  you  urge  for  referring  such  mode 
of  siipulalion  for  consideration  in  London. 

The  President  places  his  reliance  on  those  principles  of  piib- 
lic  law  which  were  stated  in  my  note  to  your  Lordship, 
and  which  are  rcgaided  as  equally  well  founded  and  impor« 
.lint;  aid  on  your  I^ordship's  encogement  that  instructions 
shall  be  given  to  the  Governors  of  her  Msjesty's  coloritesto 
execute  their  own  laws  with  careful  attention  to  the  wish  of 
their  Government  to  maintain  good  neighborhood;  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  officious  interference  with  American  vessels 
driven  by  accident  or  by  violence  into  those  ports;  that  the 
lawa  and  duties  of  h(»«pitaliiy  shall  lie  executed,  and  that  these 
seem  neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  any  further  inqoialtion 
into  the  state  of  persons  or  things  on  board  of  veaaels  so  sit- 
uated, than  may  be  Indispensable  to  enforce  the  observance  of 
the  municipal  law  of  the  colony,  and  the  proper  regulation  of 
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its  harbora  and  waters.  Ha  indulges  ihe  hope,  neveriheleea, 
that,  actuated  by  a  juai  aeoae  of  what  is  due  to  the  mutual  in- 
terests of  the  two  countrie^i  and  the  mainienanceof  a  perma* 
nent  peace  between  them,  her  Majesty's  Government  will  not 
fail  to  see  the  importance  or  removing,  by  such  further  stipula* 
tions,  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  found  to  be  Decesaary , 
all  cause  of  complaint  connected  with  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  high  consideration, 

Vour  Lordsbp's  obedient  srrvnnr, 

Daniel  we^ster. 

liOld  ASRBtTRTON,  &C.,  &C.,  &C. 

CASE  OF  THE  CAROLINE. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton. 

Dbpabtment  of  Statb, 

Washington,  Jul^27, 1&12. 

Mt  Lorik:  In  relation  to  the  case  of  the  "Carolme,"  which 
wa  have  heretofore  made  the  subject  of  conference,  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  place  in  ynur  hands  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  lliis  department  lo  Mr.  Fox,  of  the  24ih  of  April,  1841, 
and  an  extract  from  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Congress  £l,  the  commencement  of  its  present  session. 
These  papers  you  Mive,  no  doubt,  already  seen;  but  they  nre, 
nevertheless,  now  comrounirated,  as  such  a  communication  is 
considered  a  ready  mode  of  presenting  the  view  which  this 
Goreinment  entertains  of  the  destruciien  of  that  vessel. 

The  act  of  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  com 
plams,  is  not  to  be  considered  as  justifiable  or  unjustifiable,  as 
the  question  of  the  lawfulness  or  unlaw fuineta  of  the  employ- 
ment in  which  the  "Caroline"  was  engaged  may  be  decided  the 
one  way  or  the  other.  That  act  is  of  itself  a  wrong,  and  an  of- 
fence to  the  sovereignty  and  the  dignity  of  the  United  Stales, 
belnf  a  violation  of  theirsoil  and  territory;  a  wrong  for  which, 
to  this  day,  no  atonement,  or  even  apologv,  has  been  made  by 
her  Haiesty's  Government.  Your  Lordship  cannot  but  be 
awara  that  selArespect,  the  consciousness  of  independence  and 
national  equality,  and  a  sensitiveness  to  whatever  may  touch 
the  honor  of  the  country— a  seusitiveneas  which  this  Govern- 
ment will  ever  feel  acd  ever  cultivate— make  this  a  matter  of 
high  importance;  and  I  must  be  allowed  to  ask  for  it  your 
Lordshio's  grave  consideration. 

1  nave  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  moat  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Lord  AsHBimTOM,  Ac,  dec,  ^cc. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Webster  to  Mr.  f\fx,  dated 

April  2i,i8i\. 

The  nndersi^ned  has  now  to  signify  lo  Mr.  Fox  that  the 
Government  01  the  United  States  has  not  chaoged  the  opinion 
which  it  has  heretofore  expressed  to  her  Majesty's  Government, 
of  the  character  of  the  act  of  destroying  the  "Caroline." 

It  does  not  think  that  that  transaction'can  be  justified  by  any 
reasonable  application  or  construction  of  the  right  of  selfde 
fence,  under  (he  laws  of  nations.  It  is  admitted  that  a  just  right 
of  self-defence  attaches  always  to  nations  as  well  as  to  individ- 
uals, and  is  equally  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  both.  But 
the  extent  of  thia  right  Is  a  question  to  be  judged  of  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  particular  case;  and  whenifs  alledged  ex- 
ercise has  led  to  the  commission  of  hostile  acts  within  the  terri- 
tory of  a  power  at  peace,  nothing  less  than  a  clear  and  absolute 
necessity  can  aflbrd  ground  of  justification.  Not  having,  up  to 
this  time,  been  made  acquainted  with  the  views  and  reasons,  at 
length,  which  have  led  her  Majesty's  Government  to  think  the 
destruction  of  the  "Caroline"  justifiable  as  an  act  of  self-defence, 
the  undersigned,  earnestly  renewing  the  remonstrance  of  this 
Government  sgainst  the  tiaosaciion,  obntains,  for  the  present, 
from  any  extended  discussion  ol  the  question  But  it  is  deemed 
proper,  nevertheless,  not  to  omit  to  take  some  notice  of  the 
general  grounds  of  justification  staled  by  her  Majestv's  Govern- 
ment, in  their  instructions  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  instructed  Mr.  Fox  to  say, 
that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  transaction  which  terminated 
in  the  destiuction  of  the  "Caroline"  was  a  justifiable  employ- 
ment of  furce,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  British  terri- 
tory from  the  unprovoked  attack  of  a  band  ol  British  rebels  and 
American  pirates,  who,  ha/ii  g  been  "permitted"  to  arm  and 
organize  thembelves  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
had  actually  invaded  a  poiiion  of  ihe  territory  of  her  Majesty. 

The  President  cannot  suppose  that  her  Majesty's  Government, 
by  the  use  of  these  terms,  meant  to  be  understood  as  intimating 
that  those  acts,  viola  ini;  the  laws  of  the  Uniie«l  Stales  and  dis- 
turbing the  peace  of  the  British  territories,  were  done  under  any 
decree  of  countenance  from  this  Government,  or  were  regarded 
by  It  with  indifference;  or  that,  under  the  circums'ances  of  the 
case,  they  could  have  been  prevented  by  the  ordhiary  course  of 
proceeding.  Although  he  regrets  that,  by  upitig  the  term  "per- 
roitled,"  a  poseible  inference  of  that  kind  might  be  raised,  yet 
such  an  inference  the  President  ii$  willing  to  Ijelieve  would  be 
quite  unjust  to  the  intentions  of  the  British  Government. 

That,  on  a  line  of  frontier  such  as  separates  the  Unitftd  States 
from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  North  American  provinces— aline 
long  enough  to  divide  the  whole  of  Europe  Into  halves— irreeu- 
larities,  violence**,  and  conflicts  should  sometimes  occur,  equal- 
ly again.n  the  will  of  both  Govenimcnta,  is  certainly  eafiily  to  be 
supposed.  Thii*  mav  be  more  poasiMe,  perha|)s,  in  regard  lo 
the  United  Slates,  without  any  reproich  to  their  Government; 
since  their  institutions  entirely  disc ourage  the  keeping  up  of 
Urge  standing  armies  in  time  of  pence,  and  thsir  situation  hap- 
pily exempts  ihem  from  ihe  neccsri'y  of  maintaining  such  ex 
pensive  and  dangerous  establi.-hnicnts.  All  that  can  be  expect- 
ed from  cither  Government,  in  these  cases,  is  good  faith,  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  preserve  peace  and  do  justice  the  use  of  all  proper 
means  of  prevcn'lon;  and  that,  if  offences  cannot,  nevertheless, 
be  always  prevented,  the  offonder^  shall  siill  be  justly  punished. 
In  all  these  respects,  tills  Government  a.  knowledges  no  delin- 
quency in  the  performance  of  its  duties. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  pleased,  also,  to  speak  of  those 
American  citizens  who  took  part  with  persons  in  Canada  en- 
gaged in  an  insurrection  against  *the  Biii^h  Governmrni,  as 
^American  pirates."  The  uoderplgned  does  noi  admit  the  pro- 
priety or  justice  of  this  designation.  If  citizens  ofihe  United 
States  fitted  out,  or  were  engaged  in  fitting  out,  a  military  expe- 
dition fiom  the  United  States,  intended  to  act  against  the  British 
Government  In  Canada,  they  were  clearly  viclaiing  (he  laws  of 
thsir  own  country,  and  ex  posing  themselves  to  the  just  ronws- 
^u«nc«a  which  might  be  iiiflicted'onibem,  if  taken  within  the 


British  dominicna.  But,  notwithstanding  tbia,  they  were  cer- 
tainly net  pirates;  nor  does  the  undersigned  think  that  it  can 
advance  the  purpose  of  fair  and  friendly  discussion,  or  haalen 
tbe  accommodntion  of  national  difficulties,  bo  to  tienominaie 
them.  Tbeir  ofltince,  whatever  it  was,  had  nu  analogy  to  cases 
of  piracy.  Supposing  all  that  is  alleged  against  them  to  be  true; 
thuv  were  taking  a  part  in  what  they  regarded  as  a  civil  war, 
and  they  were  taking  a  part  on  the  side  of  the  rebels.  Surely, 
England  herself  has  not  regarded  persons  thus  engaged  as  de- 
serving the  appellation  which  her  Majesty's  Government  be- 
stowed on  these  ciii7.ensof  the  United  States. 

It  is  quite  notorious  that,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  last  two 
centuries,  sultjects  of  the  British  Crown  have  been  permitted 
to  engage  in  foieign  wars,  both  national  and  civil;  and  in  the  lat- 
ter, in  every  stage  of  their  progress;  and  yet  it  has  not  been  im- 
sgined  thac^  England  has  at  any  lime  allowed  her  subjects  to 
turn  pirates'.  Indeed,  in  our  own  limes,  not  only  have  individ- 
ual atibjecia  of  that  down  gone  abroad  to  engage  in  civil  wars, 
but  we  have  seen  whole  reeimenta  openly  recruited,  imbodied, 
armed,  and  disciplined,  in  England,  with  the  avowed  purpose 
of  aiding  a  rebellion  against  a  nation  with  which  England  was 
at  peace;  although  it  is  true  that,  subsequently,  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment was  passed  to  prevent  transactions  so  nearly  approaching 
^  to  public  war,  without  license  from  the  Crown. 

Ii  may  be  said  that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  case  of  a 
civil  war  arising  from  a  disputed  succession,  or  a  protracted  re- 
volt of  a  colony  against  the  mother  country,  and  the  case  of  the 
fresh  outbreak  or  commencement  of  a  rebellion.  The  under- 
signed does  not  deny  that  such  distinction  may,  for  certnin  pur- 
poses, be  deemed  well  founded.  He  admits  that  a  Govern* 
mcnt,  called  upon  to  consider  its  own  rights,  interests,  and  du- 
ties, when  civil  wars  break  out  in  other  countries,  may  decide 
on  all  the  circumsiancesol  the  particular  case  upon  its  own  ex 
isiin^  stipulationa,  on  probable  results,  on  whet  its  own  security 
requires,  and  on  many  other  considerations.  It  may  be  already 
bound  to  assbt  one  party;  or  it  may  become  bound,  if  it  so 
chooses,  to  assist  the  other,  and  to  meet  the  consequences  of 
such  assistance. 

But  whether  the  revolt  be  recent  or  long  continued,  they  who 
join  those  concerned  in  it,  whatever  may  be  their  offence 
against  their  own  country,  or  however  ihey  may  be  treated,  if 
taken  with  arms  in  tiieir  hands  in  the  territory  of  the  Govern- 
ment against  which  the  standard  of  revolt  is  raised,  cannot  be 
denominated  pirates,  without  departing  from  all  ordinary  use  of 
language  in  the  definiiicn  of  offences.  A  cause  which  has  so 
foul  an  origin  as  piracy  catmot,  in  its  progress  or  by  its  success, 
obtain  a  claim  to  any  degree  of  respectability  or  tolerance 
among  nations;  and  civil  wars,  therefore,  are  not  understood  to 
have  such  a  commencement. 

It  is  well  known  to  Mr.  Fox,  that  authorities  of  the  highest 
eminence  in  England,  living  and  dead,  have  maintained  that  the 
general  law  of  nations  does  not  foihid  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
one  Government  from  taking  part  in  the  civil  commotions  of 
another.  There  is  some  reason,  indeed,  to  think  that  such  may 
be  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  Government  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

The  undersigred  has  made  these  re  marks  from  the  conviction 
that  it  IS  important  to  legard  established  distinctions,  and  to 
view  the  acts  and  offences  of  individuals  in  the  exactly  proper 
light.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  there  is,  on  the  part  of 
thid  Government,  any  purpose  of  extenuating  in  the  slightest 
degree  the  crimes  of  those  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  joined  in  military  expeditions  against  the  British 
Government  in  Canada.  On  the  contrary,  the  President  directs 
the  undersigned  lo  say,  th.it  it  is  his  fixed  resolution  thttall 
such  disturbers  of  the  national  peace,  and  violaiers  of  the  laws 
of  their  country,  shall  be  brought  to  exemplary  punishment. 
Nor  will  the  fact  thst  they  are  instisated  and  led  on  to  these  ex- 
cesses  by  British  subjects,  refugees  from  the  provinces,  be  deem- 
ed any  excuse  or  palliation;  although  it  is  well  worthy  of  being 
remembered,  that  the  prime  movers  of  these  disturbances  on 
the  borders  are  cubjecis  of  the  Queen,  who  come  within  the  rer- 
riiories  of  (he  United  States,  seeking  to  enliit  the  sympathies  of 
their  citizens,  by  all  the  motives  which  they  are  able  to  adtlress 
to  them,  on  account  of  grievances,  real  or  imaginary.  There 
is  no  reason  to  believe  tbai  the  denign  of  any  hostile  movement 
from  the  United  States,  against  Canada,  has  commeticed  with 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates.  The  irue  origin  of  such  pur- 
poses and  such  entcrpriseH  is  on  the  otl.er  tide  of  the  line.  But 
the  Presidcrtt's  rejolulion  to  prevent  these  transgrcfsirn^  of  the 
laws,  is  not,  on  that  account,  the  les^  strong.  It  is  taken,  not 
only  In  conformity  to  his  duty,  under  ihe  provisions  of  exbilne 
laws,  but  in  full  con-sonance  with  the  established  principles  and 
practice  of  this  Government. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  not,  from  the  first, 
fallen  into  the  doubts,  elsewhere  entertained,  of  the  true  extent 
of  tho  duties  of  neutrality.  It  has  held  that,  however  it  may 
have  been  in  less  e/ilightened  ages,  the  just  interpretation  of 
the  mo<lern  law  of  nations  is,  that  neutral  Slates  are  bound  to 
be  strictly  neutral;  and  that  it  is  a  manifest  and  gross  impro- 
priety fui  individuals  to  engage  in  lie  civil  conflicts  of  other 
States,  and  thus  to  be  at  war  while  their  Government  is  at 
peace.  War  and  peace  are  high  national  relations,  which  can 
properly  be  established  or  changed  only  by  nations  themselves. 

The  United  States  have  thought,  also,  that  the  salutary  doc 
trine  of non  Intervention  by  one  nation  with  the  affairs  ofothers 
is  liable  ti  be  essenially  impaired,  If,  while  Government  re- 
frains from  interference,  interference  is  still  allowed  to  its  sub- 
jects, individually  or  In  masses.  It  nay  happen,  indeed,  that 
persons  choose  lo  leave  their  country,  emtsrate  to  other  re- 
gions,  and  settle  themselves  on  uncultivated  "lands  in  teiritorics 
beloi^ging  lo  other  states.  This  cannot  be  prevented  by  Gov. 
emmen;s  which  allow  the  emigration  of  their  subjects  and  citi- 
zens; and  such  persons,  having  voluntarily  abandoned  their 
own  country,  have  no  longer  claim  to  its  protection,  nor  is  It 
longer  responsible  for  their  acts.  Such  cases,  therefore,  if  ihey 
occur,  show  no  abandonment  of  the  duty  of  neutrality. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  not  considerod  it 
as  sufficient  to  confine  the  duties  of  neutrality  and  non- infrr- 
fercnce  to  ihe  case  of  Governments  whose  tcrtiiories  lie  adja- 
cent to  each  other.  The  application  of  the  principle  may  be 
more  neceswiry  in  such  CAneB,  but  the  principle  itself  they  re- 
crardasbeingthesame,  if  those  territories  be  divided  by  half 
ihe  globe.  The  rule  is  founded  in  the  impropriety  and  danKer 
of  allowing  individuals  to  make  war  on  iheir  own  authority,  or, 
by  minglingthemselves  In  the  belligerent  operations  of  other 
naii()ns,  to  fun  the  hazard  of  counteracting  the  policy  or  em* 
liroiling  tho  relations  of  their  own  Government.  And  the 
United  Slates  have  been  the  first  among  civilized  nations  to  en- 
force the  observance  of  this  just  rule  of  neutrality  and  peace, 
by  ipec inland  adequate  legal  enactmenia.   In  the  infancy  of 


this  Government,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  European  war^ 
which  had  their  origin  in  the  French  revolution.  CoograM 
paased  laws,  with  wvere  penalties,  for  preventing  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  from  taking  pactih  ihoee  boetiiities. 

By  these  laws,  it  prescribed  to  the  citiBeiia  of  the  United 
States  whafit  understood  to  be  their  duty  aa  neutrals,  bv  the 
law  of  nations;  nnd  the  duty,  also,  which  they  ovred  to  the  later* 
eat  and  honor  of  their  own  coun^. 

At  a  subsequent  period,,when  the  American  colonies  of  * 
European  power  took  up  arms  against  their  sovereign,  Con- 
gresa— not  diverted  from  the  establiahed  system  of  the'Govem- 
ment  by  any  temporary  consideration*— not'  awerved  from  if  a 
scnce  of  iueticeand  of  duty  hy  any  sympathies  whicli  It  might 
naturally  feel  for  one  of  the  parties — din  not  hesitate,  also,  Co 
pass  acta  applicable  to  the  case  ol  colonial  insurrection  and 
civil  war.  And  these  provisions  of  law  have  been  continued, 
revised,  amended,  and  are  In  full  force  at.ihe  present  moment. 
Nor  have  they  been  a  dead  letter;  as  it  is  well  known  that  ex- 
emplary punishments  have  been  inflicted  on  those  who  have 
transgressed  (hem.  it  ia  known,  indeed,  that  heavy  penalties 
have  fallen  on  individuals  (citizens  of  the  United  States)  en- 
gaged in  this  very  disturbance  in  Canada  with  which  the  de. 
Btruction  of  the  Caroline  was  connected.  And  it  is  in  Mr. 
Fox's  knowledge,  also,  that  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  lOih, 
1836,  was  passed  for  the  precise  purpose  of  more  effectually 
restraining  military  enterprises  from  the  United  Stat^  into  the 
British  provinces,  by  authorizing  the  use  of  the  moat  sure  and 
decisive  preventive  meana.  The  undersigned  may  add,  thai 
ii  stands  on  the  admission  of  very  high  British  authority,  that 
during  the  recent  Canadian  troubles,  although  bodies  of  ad- 
venturera  appeared  on  the  border,  ma  king- it  necessary  for  the 
people  of  Canada  to  keep  themselves  in  a  state  prepared  for 
self-defence,  yet  that  these  adventurers  were  acting  hy  no  means 
in  accordance  with  the  feeling  of  thd  great  mass  of  the  Amerio 
can  people,  or  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

This  Government  therefore,  not  only  holde  itself  above  re- 
proach in  everything  respecting  the  preservation  of  neutrality, 
ihe  observance  of  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  and  the 
strictest  eonformity,  in  these  respects)  to  the  rules  of  interna- 
tional  law,  but  it  doubts  not  that  the  world  will  do  it  the  justice 
to  acknowledge  that  it  has  set .  an  example  not  unfit  to  be 
followed  by  others;  and  that,  by  its  stead^r  legislation  on  this 
most  importantsobject,  it  has  done  something  to  promote  peace 
and  goMl  neighborhood  among  nations,  and  to  advance  the 
civilization  of  mankind. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that,  when  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  shall  present  tho  erounda,  at  length,  on  which  they 
justify  the  local  authorities  of  Canada  in  attacking  and  destroy- 
ing the  **Caroline,"  they  will  consider  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates  are  such  as  the  undersigned  has  now  represented  them, 
and  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  m»  always  mani- 
fested a  sincere  disposition  to  see  those  laws  effectually  and  im- 
partially administered.  If  there  have  been  cases  in  which  in- 
dividuals, justly  obnoxious  to  punishment,  haveescapedi  tbiii 
is  no  more  than  happens  in  regard  to  ether  laws. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  under  those  immediately  con- 
nected wiih  the  transaction  itself,  it  will  be  for  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  show  upon  what  stale  of  facts,  and  what  rules 
of  national  law,  the  destruction  of  the  ^^Carotine"  is  to  be  de- 
fended. It  will  be  for  that  Governnieni  to  show  a  necessity  of 
self  defence,  instant,  overwhelming,  leaving  no  choice  of  means, 
and  no  moroeat  for  deliberation.  It  will  be  for  it  toshow,  also, 
that  the  local  authorities  of  Canada,  even  aupptning  the  neces- 
sity of  the  moment  authorize.d  them  to  enter  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  at  all,  did  nothing  unreasonable  or  excessiTe, 
since  the  act,  justified  by  the  necessity  of  self  defence,  must  bn 
limited  by  that  necessity,  and  kept  clearly  within  iL  It  must  b9 
shown  that  admonition  or  remonstrance  to  the  persons  on  board 
the  ^'Caroline"  was  impracticable,  or  would  have  been  unavali-  • 
ing.  It  must  be  ahown  that  daylight  could  not  be  wailed  for; 
that  there  could  be  nu  attempt  at 'discrimination  between  the 
innocent  and  ihe  guilty;  ihat  it  wnuld  not  have  been  enough  to 
seize  and  detain  the  vessel;  but  that  there  was  a  necessity,  pres- 
ent  and  ineviUtble,  for  attacking  her  in  the  darknesa  of  the 
night,  while  moored  to  the  shore,  and  while  unarmed  men  were 
asleep  onboard,  killing  some  and  wounding  others,  and  then 
drawing  her  into  the  current,  above  the  cataract,  setting  her  on 
fire,  and,  careless  to  know  whether  there  might  not  be  in  her 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  or  the  living  with  the  dead,  com- 
miitin?  her  tu  a  falc  which  fills  the  imagination  with  horror.  K 
necess'iiy  for  all  ikis,  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea  can- 
not believe  to  have  exiated. 

All  will  sec  that,  if  such  things  be  allowed  to  occur,  they  rouse 
lead  tobiOodyandcxdSDcratrd^  war.  And  when  an  individual 
comes  Into  the  United  States  from  Cana<?a,  and  to  the  very  place 
on  which  this  drama  was  performed,  and  ihere  chooses  to  make 
public  and  vainglorious  boast  of  the  part  he  acted  in  it,  it  is 
hardlywonderfui  that  great  excitement  should  be  created,  and 
some  degree  of  commotion  arise. 

This  republic  does  not  wish  to  disturb  the  tranooilUty  of  the 
world  j  its  object  is  peace,  iui  policy  peace.  It  seeks  no  aggran- 
dizement by  foreign  conquest,  because  it  knows  that  no  foreign 
acquis!: inns  could  augment  its  power  and  importance  so  rapid- 
ly as  they  are  already  advancing  by  its  own  natural  growth, 
under  the  propitious  circumstances  of  its  situation.  But  it 
cannot  admh  that  lis  Government  has  not  both  the  will  and  the 
power  to  preserve  its  own  neutrality,  and  to  enforce  the  ob- 
servances of  its  own  laws  upon  its  own  citizens.  It  is  jealous 
of  its  rights,  and  among  others,  and  most  especially,  of  the 
right  of  the  absolute  immunity  of  Its  territory  against  agres- 
sion from  abroad;  and  these  rights  it  is  the  duty  and  determin- 
ation of  this  Government  fully  and  at  all  times  to  maintain, 
while  it  will  at  the  same  time  as  scrupulously  refrain  from  in- 
fringing on  the  rights  of  others.  ^ 

The  PresidenOnstructs  the  undersigned  to  say,  in  conclu- 
sion^ Ihat  he  confidrnttv  trusts  that  this,  and  all  other  questions 
of  difference  between  ine  two  Govern menia,  will  be  treated  by 
both  in  the  fi  II  exercise  of  such  a  spirit  of  candor,  justice^  and 
mutual  retipert,  as  shall  give  assurance  of  the  long  continuance 
of  peace  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  assura 
Mr.  Fox  of  his  higtt  consideration. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Henry  S.  Fox,  Epq., 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

Extract  from  the  messa/^e  of  the  President  to  Congress^  at 
the  commencement  of  its  present  session. 

1  regret  that  iiis  not  in  my  power  to  make  known  to  you  an 
equally  satisfactory  cx)nc.tuBion  in  ihec^ise  of  the  *<  Caroline'* 
steamer,  with  the  circumatancea  connected  with  the  destruc* 
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tioQ  of  wbkh,  in  December,  1837,  by  an  armed  force  filled  out 
in  the  proTince  of  Upper  Ceoada,  you  are  already  made  ac- 
qaainte<l.  No  auch  atonement  as  waa  due  for  the  public 
wronc  to  the  United  States  by  this  inTasion  of  her  territory,  so 
whol^r  irreconcileable  with  her  rights  as  an  independent  power, 
has  yet  been  made.  In  the  view  taken  by  this  Government, 
the  inquiry  whether  the  vessel  was  in  the  employ  mem  of  those 
who  were  prueecuting  an  unauthorized  war  against  that  prov> 
Snce,  or  waaengaged  by  the  owner  in  the  business  of  tranpporu 
ine  passengers  to  and  from  Navy  island,  in  hopes  of  pnvate 
gain,  (which  was  roost  probably  the  case.)  in  no  degree  aliers 
the  raal  queation  at  issue  between  (he  two  Governmenis.  This 
Govemmeotcan  never  concede  to-aoy  foieign  Government  the 
power,  except  in  a  case  of  the  most  uigent  and  extreme  ne- 
cessity, of  invading  its  territory,  either  to  arrect  the  persons  or 
destroy  the  property  of  those  who  may  have  violated  the  muni- 
pal  laws  of  such  foreign  Government,  or  have  disregarded 
their  obligations  arising  under  the  law  of  nations.  The  terri- 
toryof  the  United  Slates  must  be  regarded  as  sacredly  secure 
•gainst  all  such  invasions,  until  ihey  shall  voluntarily  acknow- 
Iwlge  inability  to  Acquit  themselves  of  their  duty  to  oihrn;  and, 
in  announcing  this  sentimeot,  I  do  hut  affirm  a  principle  which 
no  na'ion  on  earth  would  be  more  ready  to  vindicate,  at  ail 
hazards,  than  the  people  and  Government  of  Great  Britain.  If, 
upon  a  lull  investigation  of  all  the  facts,  it  shall  appear  that  the 
owner  of  the  **  Caroline"  was  governed  by  a  hostile  intent,  or 
had  made  common  canse  with  those  who  were  in  (he  occupancy 
of  Navy  island,  then,  so  for  as  he  is  concerned,  (here  can  be  no 
claim  to  indemnity  for  the  destruction  of  his  boat,  which  this 
Govemment  would  feel  itself  bound  to  prosecute;  since  he 
would  have  acted  not  only  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  Great 
Britain,  but  in  clear  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  iJniied  States. 
But  that  is  a  question  which,  however  settled.  In  do  manner  in- 
▼olvea  the  higher  consideration  of  the  violation  of  territorial 
sovereignty  aod  jurisdicti'in.    To  recognise  it  as  an  admissible 

Sractice,  that  each  Government,  in  its  turn,  upon  any  sud- 
BH  and  unantborized  outbreak  on  a  frontier,  the  extent  of 
which  renders  it  imponible  for  either  to  have  an  efltcient  force 
on  every  mile  of  it,  and  which  outbreak,  therefore,  neither  may 
be  able  n>  aappress  in  a  day,  may  take  vengeance  into  its  own 
iiands,  and  without  even  a  remonstrance,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  prMSing  or  overruling  necessity,  may  invade  the  terri- 
tory of  the  other,  would  inevitably  lead  to  results  equally  to  be 
deplored  by  both.  When  border  collisions  come  to  receive  the 
sanction,  or  to  be  made  on  the  authority,  of  either  Government, 

Sueral  war  must  be  the  inevitable  result  While  It  ie  the  ar- 
nt  deaira  of  the  United  States  to  cultivate  the  relations  of 
peace  with  all  nations,  and  to  fulfil  all  the  duties  of  good  neigh- 
borhood towards  those  who  possess  territories  adjoining  their 
own.  that  very  desire  would  lead  them  to  deny  the  right  of  any 
fotvign  power  toinvade  their  boundary  with  an  arniied  force. 
The  correapottdence  between  the  two  Governmenis  on  this 
subject  will,  at  a  future  day  of  your  session,  be  submitted  to 
your  consideration:  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  but  indulge 
the  hope  that  the  British  Government  will  see  (he  propriety  of 
renouoclog,  as  a  rule  of  future  action,  the  precedent  which  has 
been  see  in  the  affair  at  Bchloaser. 


Lord  Ashburton  to  Mrt  Webster, 

WAaHiNOTOM,  July  S3, 1842. 
Sue  In  the  coarse  of  our  conferences  on  the  several  aubjects  of 
difference  which  it  was  the  object  of  my  mission  to  endeavor  to 
settle,  ihe  unfortnoate  case  of  the  Garonne,  with  its  attendant 
conssqoencea.  could  not  escape  our  attention;  for,  although  it  is 
not  of  a  docnption  to  be  susceptible  uf  anY  aettlemeot  by  a  con- 
vention or  treaty,  yet,  being  connected  with  the  big[hest  coosid- 
erationa  of  national  honor  and  dignity,  it  has  given  rise,  at  times, 
to  de«p  excitements,  so  as  more  than  once  to  endanger  the 
maintenance  of  peace. 

Th0  note  yon  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  me  the  27ih  In* 
^tant,  reminds  me  that,  however  disposed  vour  Government 
might  be  to  be  satisfied  with  the  explanations  whicii  it  has 
been  my  doty  to  offer,  the  natural  anxiety  of  the  public  mind 
requires  that  these  explanations  should  be  mora  durably  re- 
conled  in  our  correspondence;  and  yon  send  me  a  copy  of  your 
note  to  Mr.  Fox,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  here,  and  an 
extract  from  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  Congress,  at  the  openhic  of  the  present  session,  as  a  ready 
■node  of  presenting  the  view  entertained  on  this  subject  by  the 
Goremment  of  the  United  8(a(es. 

It  is  so  far  satisfactory  to  perceive  that  we  are  perfectly 
■greed  as  to  the  general  principles  of  international  law  applica* 
bla  to  this  unfortunate  case.  Respect  for  the  inviolable  rharac- 
tarof  Uie  territory  of  independent  nations  is  the  most  essential 
foundation  of  civilization.  It  is  nsel'se  to  strengthen  a 
frinciple  so  generally  acknowledged,  by  any  appeal  to  author!- 
tie^  on  international  law;  and  you  may  beaMiired,  sir,  that  her 
Majesty's  Govemment  »et  the  highest  possible  value  on  this 
principle,andaraserMibleoftheir  duty  to  support  it  by  their 
conduct  and  example,  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  order  in 
the  world.  If  a  sense  of  moral  responsibility  were  not  a  suflfi- 
dentsecuiity  for  their  observance  of  tlii-i  duty  towards  all  na- 
tions, it  will  be  readily  believed  that  the  most  common  dictates 
of  interest  and  policy  would  lead  to  it  in  the  ca«e  of  a  long  con- 
terminoua  boundary  of  some  thousand  miles,  with  a  country  of 
such  great  and  growing  power  as  the  Uni'ed  S(ates  of  America, 
inhabited  by  a  Idndred  race,  gifted  with  all  its  activity,  and  all 
its  susceptibility  on  pointsnf  national  honor. 

Every  consideration,  therelbre,  leads  us  to  set,  os  highly  as 
your  Government  can  possibly  do,  this  paramount  obllaaiion  of 
reciprocal  respect  for  the  independent  territory  of  each.  But 
however  strong  thisduty  may  be,  it  is  admitted  by  all  writers, 
by  all  jurists,  by  the  occasional  practice  of  alt  nations,  not  ex- 
captlMC  your  own,  that  ^  strong  overpowering  necessity  mav 
arsw,  when  this  great  principle  may  and  must  be  suspended. 
It  most  be  so  for  the  shot  test  possible  period,  during  the  con- 
tinnance  of  an  admitted  orerrulimr  necessity,  and  strictly  con- 
lined  within  the  narrowest  limits  imposed  by  that  necessity. 
Self-defence  Is  the  first  law  of  our  nature;  and  it  must  be  recog- 
nised bv  every  code  which  professes  to  regulate)  the  condition 
and  rauilons  of  man.  Upon  this  modification  (if  I  may  so  call 
it)  of  the  great  general  princple,  we  seem  also  to  be  sgieed; 
and  on  this  part  of  the  subiect  I  have  done  little  more  than  re 
peat  the  sentiments,  though  in  less  forcible  language,  admitted 
and  maintained  by  you  in  the  letter  to  which  you  refer  me. 

Agreeing,  therefore,  on  the  (fcneral  princip'o,  and  on  the  pos- 
sible exception  to  which  it  Is  liable,  the  only  quertion  between  u* 
is,  whether  this  occurrence  came  within  the  limits  fairly  to  be 
osjigned  to  such  exception;  whether,  to  use  your  words,  there 
was  *Hbtt  oeesfitty  of  leifdefencei  inM8nt,>  overwhelmiDg, 


leaving  no  choice  ofmeana,"  which  preceded  the  destruction  of 
(he  Caroline,  while  moored  to  the  shore  of  the  United  States. 
Give  me  leave  to  say,  sir,  with  all  possible  admiration  of  your 
very  ingenious  discussion  of  the  general  principles  which  are 
supposed  to  govern  the  right  and  practice  of  interference  by  the 
people  of  one  country  in  the  wars  and  quarrele  of  others,  that 
this  part  of  your  argument  is  liule  applicable  to  our  immediate 
case.  If  Great  Britain,  America,  or  any  other  country, suffer 
their  people  to  fit  out  expeditions  to  take  part  in  distant  quar- 
rels, such  conduct  may,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each 
case,  be  justly  matter  of  complaint;  and,  perhsps  these  trans- 
actions have  generally  been  in  late  times  too  much  overlooked 
or  conniyed  at.  But  the  case  we  are  con»iderii>g,  is  of  a  wholly 
different  description,  and  may  be  beet  determined  by  answer- 
ing the  following  queation.  Supposing  a  man,  standing  on 
ground  where  you  nave  no  legal  riaht  to  follow  him,  baa  a 
weapon  long  enough  to  reach  ynu,  and  is  striking  you  down  and 
endangering  your  life:  how  long  are  you  bound  to  wait  for 
Uie  assisianca  of  the  authority  liaving  the  legal  power  to 
relieve  yoni  or,  to  bring  tlie  facts  more  immediately  home  to 
the  case,  if  cannon  are  moving  and  setting  up  ir.  a  battery  which 
can  reach  you,  and  are  actually  deatroying  life  and  property  by 
their  fire,  if  you  have  remonstrated  for  sometime  without  ei* 
feet,  and  sea  no  prospect  of  relief,  when  begins  your  right  to 
^  defend  yourself,  should  ynu  have  no  otiier  means  of  doing  so 
than  by  seizing  your  assailant  on  (he  verge  of  a  neu(ral  (erri- 
toryl 

1  am  unwilling  to  recall  to  voui  recollection  (he  pardculara 
of  this  case;  but  1  am  obliged  very  shortly  to  do  so,  to  show 
what  was,  at  the  time,the  extent  of  the  exlating  Justification;  for, 
upon  this,  entirely  depends  the  question  whether  a  gross  insult 
has  or  has  not  been  offered  to  the  Goyemment  and  people  of 
the  United  Sutes. 

After  some  tumultuous  proceedings  In  Upper  Canada,  which 
were  of  short  duration,  and  were  suppressed  by  the  militia  of 
the  country,  the  persons  criminally  concerned  In  them  took  ref- 
uge in  the  neighboring  State  of  New  York;  and,  with  a  very 
large  addition  to  their  numbers,  0(*en^  collected,  invaded  the 
Canadian  lenitory,  taking  possession  of  Navy  island. 

This  invasion  took  place  the  16th  of  December,  1837;  a  grad- 
ual accession  of  numbers  aod  of  military  ammunition  continued 
openly,  and.  though  under  the  sanction  of  no  public  authority, 
at  least  witn  no  public  hindrance,  until  the  29'.h  oftheeame 
month,  when  several  hundred  men  were  collected,  and  twelve 
pieces  of  ordnance,  which  could  only  have  been  procured  from 
some  public  store  or  arsenal,  were  actually  mounted  on  Navy 
island,  and  were  used  to  fire  within  easy  rangs  upon  the  unof- 
fending inhabltan(s  of  the  opposite  shore.  Remonstrances, 
wholly  ineffectual,  were  made;  so  ineffectual,  indeed,  that  a 
militia  regiment,  stationed  on  the  neighboring  American  ioland, 
looked  on  without  any  attempt  at  interference,  while  »h<*ts 
were  fired  from  the  American  island  Itself.  This  important  fact 
stands  on  the  best  American  authority,  being  stated  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.^Forsyth,  of  the  6th  February,  1838,  of  Mr.  Benton,  at* 
tomey  o(  the  Un'ted  Staica.  the  gentleman  sent  by  your  Goy- 
emment to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case;  whoadda,  very 
propel ly,  that  he  makea  the  statemeiit  ^Srilh  deep  regret  and 
mortification." 

This  force,  formed  of  all  the  reckless  and  mischievous  people 
of  the  bolder,  formidable  from  their  numbers  and  from  their  ar- 
mament, had  in  their  pay,  and  as  part  of  their  establishment, 
this  steamboat  Carolioo— the  Important  means  and  instrument 
by  which  numbers  and  arms  were  hourly  Increasing.  I  miebt 
safely  put  it  to  any  candid  man  acquainted  with  the  existing 
state  of  things,  to  ssy  whether  Uie  military  commander  in  Can 
ada  had  the  remotest  reason,  on  the  29th  of  December,  to  ex- 
pect to  be  relieved  from  this  state  of  suffering  by  the  protective 
intervention  of  any  American  authority.  How  long  could  a 
Government,  having  the  paramount  duty  of  protecting  its  own 
people,  be  reasoi^bly  expected  to  wait  for  what  they  had  then 
no  reason  to  expect?  What  would  have  been  the  conduct  of 
American  ofllcersi  What  has  been  their  conduct  under  cir- 
cumstances much  less  acgravated?  T  would  appeal  to  you,  sir, 
to  say  whether  the  facuT  which  you  say  would  alone  justify 
this  act,  viz:  "a  necessity  of  self-defence,  instant,  overwhelm- 
ing, leaving  no  choice  of  means,  and  no  moment  for  delibera- 
tion," were  not  applicable  to  this  casein  as  high  a  degree  ss 
they  ever  were  to  any  case  of  a  similar  description  In  the  histo- 
ry of  nations. 

Nearly  five  years  are  now  passed  since  this  occurrence;  there 
has  been  time  for  the  public  to  deliberate  upon  it  calmly;  and  I 
believe  I  may  take  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  candid  and  honora- 
ble men,  that  the  Briiii>h  officers  w*  o  executed  (his  transaction, 
and  their  Government  who  approved  If,  Intended  no  slisht  or 
disrespect  to  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  United  Riatee. 
That  they  intended  no  such  disrespect,  I  can  moet  solemnly 
affirm;  a'ndl  trust  it  will  be  admitted  that  no  inference  to  the 
contrary  can  fairly  be  drawn,  even  by  the  moet  susceptible  In 
pointsof  national  honor. 

Notwithstanding  my  wish  (hatiheexplanaiion  Ihad  to  make 
m'ght  not  revive  in  any  dejjree  any  feelings  of  irritation,  I  do 
not  seo  how  I  could  treat  thisctibjcci  without  this  shoit  recitfll 
of  facrs. because  the  proof  that  no  disrespect  was  intended  is 
mainly  to  te  loukedfor  in  the  extent  of  the  justification. 

There  remains  only  a  point  or  two  which  I  should  wish  to 
notice,  to  remove,  in  some  degree,  (he  Impression  which  your 
rather  highly  colored  description  of  this  transaction  is  calcu- 
lated to  ma"  e.  The  mode  or  telling  a  story  often  (ends  (o  dis- 
tort facts;  and  in  this  case,  more  than  in  any  other,  it  is  import- 
ant to  arrive  at  plain  unvarnished  truth. 

It  appears  from  every  account,  that  the  expedition  was  rent 
to  capture  the  Caroline  when  she  was  expected  to  be  found  on 
the  British  ground  of  Navy  island,  and  that  it  was  only  owin? 
to  the  orders  of  the  rebel  leader  being  disobeyed,  that  she  was 
not  so  found.  When  the  Biitish  officer  came  round  the  point 
of  the  Island  in  the  niaht,  he  first  discovered  that  the  vessel  was 
moored  to  the  other  shore.  He  was  not  by  this  deterred  from 
making  the  capture,  and  his  conduct  was  approved.  But  you 
will  perceive  that  there  was  here,  most  decidedly,  the  rase  of 
justification  men' lonnl  in  your  note,  that  there  should  l»e  *'no 
moment  lea  for  deliberation."  I  mention  this  circumstance  to 
show,  also,  that  the  expedition  was  not  planned  with  a  premed- 
iialtd  purpose  of  attacking  the  enemy  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  but  that  the  neceasity  of  so  doing  arose  from 
altered  circumstances  at  the  moment  of  execution, 

I  have  only  further  to  notice  the  highly  colored  picture  drawn 
in  your  note,  of  the  facts  attending  the  execution  of  this  srr vice. 
Some  importance  is  attached  to  ihe  attack  having  be*n  made 
in  the  night,  and  (he  veseel  having  been  sc(  on  fire  and  floated 
down  the  falls  of  the  river;  audit  is  Insinuated  rather  than  as- 
•cried,  that  there  wai  cwelesfoeaB  m  to  (he  lirw  of  the  perwws 


on  board.  The  account  given  by  the  distinguished  officer  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  distinaly  refutes,  or  satisfactorily 
explains  these  assertions.  The  time  of  night  was  purposely  so- 
lectedas  most  likely  to  insure  the  execution,  with  the  lecst  loss 
of  life;  and  it  is  expressly  stated  that,  the  strength  of  the  current 
not  permitting  the  vessel  to  be  carried  off,  and  it  being  necessa- 
ry to  destroy  her  by  fire,  she  was  drawn  into  the  stream  for 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  injury  to  persons  or  proper- 
ty of  the  inhabitants  at  Schlosser. 

I  would  willingly  have  abstained  from  a  return  to  the  facts  of 
this  transaction^  my  duty  being  to  offer  those  explanations  and 
assurances  which  may  lead  to  satisfy  the  public  mind,  and  to 
the  cessation  of  all  sngry  feeling;  but  it  appeared  to  me  that 
some explanationof  parts  of  the  case,  apparently  misunder- 
stood, might  be  of  service  for  (hb  purpoee. 

Although  it  is  believed  that  a  candid  and  impartial  conddera- 
tion  of  the  whole  history  of  this  unfortunate  event  will  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  were  groundaof  jusdficatlon  as  strong 
as  were  ever  presented  in  such  cases;  and,  above  all,  that  no 
slight  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States  were  intended,  yet 
It  most  be  admitted  that  there  waa,  in  the  hurried  execution  of 
this  necessary  service,  a  violation  of  territory;  and  1  am  in- 
structed to  assure  you  that  her  Msjesty's  Govemment  consider 
this  as  a  most  serious  fact;  and  tbat^  far  from  thinking  that  an 
event  of  this  kind  should  be  lightly  risked,  they  would  unfelgn- 
edly  deprecate  its  recurrence.  Looking  back  to  what  passed  at 
thiadistanceof  time,  what  is,  perhaps,  most  to  b«  regretted,  is, 
that  some  explanation  and  apology  for  this  occurrence  was  not 
immediately  made.  This  (with  a  frank  explanation  of  the  ne- 
ceasity of  the  case)  might,  and  probably  would,  have  prevented 
much  of  the*  exasperation,  and  oi  the  subsequent  complaints 
and  recriminations  to  which  it  gave  rise. 

There  ara  possible  cases  in  the  relations  of  nations,  as  of  in- 
dividuals, where  necessity,  which  controls  all  other  laws,  may 
be  pleaded;  but  it  is  neither  easy  nor  safe  to  attempt  to  define 
the  rights  or  limi  s  properly  assignable  to  such  a  plea.  This 
most  always  be  a  subject  of  much  delicacy,  sod  should  be  con- 
sidered by  frieodfy  nauona  with  great  caniior  and  forbearance. 
The  intentions  of  the  parties  must  mainly  be  looked  to.  And 
can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed  that  Great  Briuln  would  in- 
tentionally and  wantonly  provoke  a  great  and  powerful  neigh* 
borl 

Her  Majesty's  Government  earnestly  desire  that  a  reciprocal 
respect  for  the  independent  jurisdiction  snd  authority  of  neigh- 
boring Slates  may  be  considered  among  the  first  duties  of  all 
Governments;  and  1  have  to  repeat  the  assurance  of  regret  they 
feel,  that  the  event  of  which  1  am  treating  should  have  disturbed 
the  harmony  they  so  snxieusly  wish  to  maintain  with  the  Amer- 
ican people  and  Government. 

Connected  with  these  (ransactiona,  there  have  also  been  cir- 
cumstances, of  which  I  believe  it  is  generally  admitted  that 
Great  Britain  has  also  had  just  ground  to  complain.  Individu- 
als have  been  made  personally  liable  for  acta  done  under  the 
avowed  authority  of  their  Government;  and  there  are  now  many 
brave  men  exposed  to  personal  consequences  for  no  other 
cause  than  having  served  their  country.  That  this  is  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  international  law,  it  is  useless  foi-  me  to 
Insist/  Indeed,  it  has  been  admitted  by  every  authority  of  your 
Government;  but,  owing  to  a  conflict  of  laws,  difficulties  have 
interyened,  much  to  the  regret  of  those  authorities,  in  giving 
practical  effect  to  these  princlplei*;  and  for  these  difllcultiea 
some  remedy  has  been  by  all  desired.  It  is  no  business  of  mine 
to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  them;  nor  have  I  suflflcient  in- 
formation for  the  purpose.  But  1  trust  you  will  excuse  my  ad- 
dressing^ to  you  the  inquiry,  Whether  the  Govemment  of  the 
United  Suites  ia  now  in  a  condition  to  secure,  in  effect  and  in 
practice,  the  principle — which  has  never  been  dented  in  argu- 
ment—that individuals,  acting  under  legitimate  authority,  are 
not  personally  responsible  for  executing  the  orders  of  (heir 
Government.  That  the  power,  when  it  exists,  will  be  used  on 
every  fit  occasion,  I  am  well  assured;  and  I  am  bound  to  admit 
that,  loukingthrough  the  voluminous  con rspondence  concern- 
ing these  transactions,  there  appears  no  indisposition  with  any 
of  the  authorities  of  the  Federal  Government,  under  its  sevenu 
administrations,  to  do  justice  in  this  respect  in  as  far  as  their 
means  and  power  would  allow. 

I  trust,  sir,  I  may  now  be  permitted  to  hope  that  all  feelings 
of  resentment  and  ill-will  resulting  from  these  truly  unfortu- 
nate events,  may  be  buried  in  oblivion,  and  that  they  maybe 
succeeded  by  those  of  harmony  and  friendship,  which  it  is  cer- 
tainly the  interest,  and,  I  also  beiieye,  th(\  inclination,  of  all  to 
promote.  , 

I  beg,  sir,  you  will  be  assured  of  my  high  and  unfeigned  con- 
sideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon.  Danibl  Wsbstbr,  Ac.,  Ac,  dec. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lcrd  Ashburton. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  August  6, 1842. 

YourLordahip's  note  of  the  28ih  July,  in  answVr  to  mine  of 
tho  27th,  respecting  the  case  of  the  "Ca«iline,"  has  been  re- 
xeived  and  laid  before  ihe  President. 

The  Pre«i!ent  scpjs  with  pleAsure,  that  your  Lordship  fully 
admits  tlioao  great  principles  of  public  law,  applicable  to  cases 
of  this  Itind,  which  this  Government  has  expi cased;  and  thst,  on 
your  part,  as  on  ours,  respect  for  the  inviolable  character  of  the 
territory  of  indt-pendent  Plates  is  the  most  eseentinl  founda- 
tion of  civiliiaiion.  And  while  it  is  admitted,  on  both  sides, 
that  there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule,  he  is  gratified  to  find  that 
your  Lordship  admits  that  such  exceptions  must  come  within 
the  limitations  slated  and  the  terms  useil  in  a  former  communi- 
cation from  this  department  to  tlie  British  Plenipotentiary 
here.  Undoubtedly  it  is  just,  that,  while  it  i«  admitted  that  ex- 
ceptions growing  out  of  the  great  law  of  self  defence  do  exist, 
those  exceptions  should  be  confined  to  cases  in  whicJi  the  "ne- 
cessity of  self  defence  is  instant,  overwhelming,  leaving  no 
choice  uf  means,  and  n)  moment  for  deliberation." 

Understanding  these  principles  alike,  the  difference  between 
the  two  Gnverninents  is  only  whether  the  facta  In  the  case  of 
(lie  "Caroline"  mf.ke  ou(  a  case  of  such  nccewity  for  the  pur- 
pose of  self-defpnce.  Seeing  that  the  transaction  is  not  recent, 
having  happened  in  the  time  of  one  of  his  predecessors;  seeing 
that  your  Lordship,  in  the  name  of  your  Government,  solemnly 
declares  that  no  slight  or  disrespect  was  intended  to.  the  sov 
ercign  authority  of  i)  e  Untted  States;  seeing  that  It  is  arknowl- 
e*lged  that,  whether  justifiable  or  nol^  there  was  yet  a  violation 
of  the  territory  of  H  e  United  Stales,  and  that  you  arf  instruct- 
ed to  say  thdt  your  Government  coofideis  that  as  a  most  se- 
rious occurrence;  seeinr,  finally,  that  it  is  nowadmiiied  tbaiax) 
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explanation  and  apology  for  ihis  riolation  was  due  at  the  time, 
the  Preaideni  is  content  to  reccire  these  acltnowledginenta  and 
asBurancca  in  the  conciliatoiy  spiru  which  marks  your  Lord- 
ahipa  letter,  and  will  make  this  subject  aa  a  complaint  of  viola- 
tion of  territory,  the  topic  of  no  further  diacuaaion  between  the 
two  Governments. 

Aa  to  that  part  of  your  Lordship's  note  which  relatea  to  other 
occurrences  springing  out  of  the  case  of  ihc  "Can)line,"  with 
whicli  occurre:icca  the  name  of  Alexander  McLeod  has  become 
connected,  I  have  to  say,  that  the  Govtrnment  of  ihe  United 
Suites  entirely  adhere  to  th*  sentiments  and  opinions  expressed 
in  the  communications  from  this  department  to  Mr.  Fox.  This 
Ouvemment  has  admiiied  tiiat,  for  an  art  commiited  by  the 
command  of  his  sovereign,  jure  belli,  an  individual  cannot  bo 
responsible  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  another  State.  It  would 
regaid  it  aa  a  high  indignity  if  a  citizen  of  its  own,  acting  under 
its  authority,  and  by  ita  special  command,  in  auch  cases,  were 
held  to  answer  In  a  municipal  tribunal,  and  to  undergo  nunlBh- 
ment,  as  if  the  behest  of  hia  Government  were  no  defence  or 
protection  to  him.  . 

But  your  Lordehip  is  aware  that,  in  regular  constitutional 
Governmenta,  persona  arrested  on  charges  of  high  crimes  can 
only  be  discharged  bT  some  judicial  proceeding.  It  is  so  in 
England;  it  is  so  In  the  colonies  and  provinces  of  England. 
The  forms  of  judicial  proceeding  differ  in  different  countries, 
being  more  rapid  in  aume  and  more  dilatory  in  others;  and  it 
may  be  added,  generally  more  dilatory,  or  at  least  morecnu- 
V  tioua,  in  cases  affecting  life,  in  Governments  of  a  strictly  lim- 
ited, than  In  ihase  of  a  more  unlimited  character.  It  was  a 
aubject  of  regret  that  the  release  of  McLeod  waa  so  long  de. 
layed.  A  State  court,  and  that  not  of  the  highest  jurisdiction, 
decided  (hat,  on  summary  application,  embarrassed,  as  it  would 
appear,  by  technical  dimcuUies,  he  could  not  be  released  by 
that  court.  Hia  discharge,  shortly  afterward,  by  a  jury,  to 
whom  he  preferred  to  submit  hia  case,  rendered  unnecessary 
the  further  proaecuiion  of  the  legal  question.  It  is  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Sutes,  whose  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  subject,  to  say  what  further  provision  ought  to  be  made 
to  expedite  proceedings  in  such  cases;  and,  in  answer  to  yon r 
Lordship's  question  towards  the  close  of  your  note,  I  have  to 
say  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  holds  itself  not 
only  fully  disposed,  but  fully  competent,  to  carry  into  practice 
every  principle -which  it  avuws  or  acknowledges,  and  to  fulfil 
every  duty  and  obligation  which  it  owes  to  foreign  Govern* 
ments,  tlieir  citizens  or  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  my  Lord,  with  great  consideration, 
your  obedient  servant, 
'  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Lord  ASHRURTON,  &c.  Sec.  &.C. 

IMPRESSMENT. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton. 

DkPARTMBNT  of  STATb, 

Wanhingion,  8th  Aiiguat,  1^2. 

My  Lord:  We  have  had  several  rx>nversation8  on  the  subject 
of  impressment,  but  I  do  not  understand  that  your  LordsJiip 
has  instructions  from  your  Government  to  negotiate  upon  ii; 
nor  does  the  Government  of  the  United  States  sec  any  utility  in 
opening  such  negouation,  i^nlees  the  British  Government  is  pre- 
pared to  renounce  the  practice  in  all  future  wars. 

No  cause  has  produced,  to  so  great  an  extent,  and  for  so  long 
a  period,  disturbing  and  irritating  inffiicnces  on  the  political 
relations  of  the  United  Staiea  and  England  as  the  impressment 
of  seamen  by  British  cruisers  from  American  merchant  ves- 
sels. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  between  the  two  countries  m  1812, 
hardly  a  year  elapsed  without  loud  complaint  and  earnest  re- 
monstrance. A  deep  feeling  of  opposition  to  the  riglit  claimed, 
and  to  the  practice  exercised  under  it— and  not  unfrequcntly 
exerciat^  without  the  least  regard  to  what  justice  and  hu- 
manity would  have  dictated,  even  if  the  right  itself  had 
been  admitted— took  poaseasion  of  the  public  mind  of  America; 
and  this  feeling,  it  is  well  known,  co  operated  m(»st  powerfully 
with  other  causes,  to  produce  the  state  of  hostilities  which  en- 
8ue<l. 

At  diffi*renl  periods,  before  and  since  the  war,  negotiations 
have  taken  place  between  the  two  Govcrnmenis,  with  the  hope 
of  finding  some  means  of  quieting  these  complaints.  At  some 
timea,  the  effectual  abolition  of  tiie  practice  has  been  requested 
and  treated  of;  at  other  times,  its  temporary  sus^iension;  and, 
at  other  timea  again,  the  limi  ation  of  ita  exerciac  and  some  se- 
curity a|ainst  its  enormous  abuses. 

A  common  destiny  has  attended  these  rfTorts;  they  have  all 
failed.  The  question  stands  at  this  moment  where  it^food 
fifty  years  ago.  The  nearf^st  approach  to  a  settlement  was  a 
convention  proposed  in  1803,  and  winch  had  come  to  the 
point  of  signature,  when  it  was  broken  off"  in  consequrnce 
of  the  British  Government  insisting  that  the  narrofrtfeos  should 
be  expressly  excepted,  out  of  the  eipyiere  over  which  the  con- 
templated stipulations  as^ainsl  impressment  should  extend. 
The  American  minister,  Mr.  King,  regar<1e  J  this  exception  as 
quite  inadmissible,  and  chose  rather  to  abandon  the  negotiation 
than  to  acquiesce  in  llie  doctrine  which  it  proposed  to  estab 
lUh. 

England  asserts  the  right  of  Impresj^ing  British  subjpcis, 
in  time  of  war,  out  of  neutral  merchant  vissels,  and  ofileculitig 
by  her  visiting  offiocrs,  who,  among  the  crews  of  such  mer 
chant  vessels,  are  British  subjects,  tiho  assorts  thi^  as  a  legal 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown;  which  prerogative  is 
alleged  to  be  founded  on  the  English  law  of  pe.petual  and  iniiis- 
poluble  allegiance  of  the  subjt'Ct,  and  his  obligation,  under  all 
circumstances,  and  for  his  whole  life,  to  render  military  ser- 
vice to  the  Crown  whenever  required. 

This  statement,  made  in  the  W'nls  of  eminent  British  jurists, 
show9,  at  once,  that  the  English  claim  is  far  broader  than  the 
basis  or  platform  on  which  ii  »h  rained.  The  law  relied  on  is 
English  law;  the  obligations  insicted  on  are  ohligaiions  exist- 
ing between  the  Crown  of  England  and  its  subj.'cts.  Th's  law 
and  these  obligations,  it  is  admitted,  may  b.'.  Ruch  as  Rngland 
may  choose  they  shall  be.  But  then  they  must  be  cor.fined  to 
the  parties.  Impressment  of  seamen,  oiiiofand  beyond  Eng- 
lish territory,  and  from  on  board  the  ships  of  other  nations,  is 
an  interference  with  the  rights  of  other  nations;  is  further, 
therefore,  than  English  prcrogaiiver^n  legally  extend;  aad  is 
nothing  but  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  pcciiliar  law  of  England 
beyond  the  dominions  and  juri9<liction  of  the  Crown.  The 
claim  aaserls  an  extra-territorial  authority  for  (he  law  of  Brit- 


ish prerogative;  and  assumes  to  exercise  this  extra-territorial 
authority  to  the  manilcsi  injury  and  annovance  of  the  citizens 
and  subjecijs  of  other  Suiee,  on  board  thcfr  own  vessels  on  the 

high  seas.  •     .  .  ^  .,  j      , 

Every  merchant  vessel  on  the  seas  is  rightfully  considered  as 
parioftheterriuiry  ofihe  country  to  which  it  belonfia.  The 
entry,  therefore,  into  such  vessel,  (being  neutral,)  by  a  bell iger- 
ant,  is  an  act  of  force,  and  is,  pri.nafacie^  a  wrong  -a  treqiass, 
which  can  be  justified  only  when  done  for  some  purpose,  al- 
lowed to  form  a  sufficient  justification  by  the  law  of  nations. 
But  a  British  cruiser  enters  an  American  merchant  vessel  in 
order  to  take  therefrom  supposed  Briiisli  subjects;  offering  no 
justification  therefor,  under  the  law  of  nations,  but  claiming 
the  light  under  the  law  of  England  lespcctmg  the  King's  pre- 
rt>gative.  1  his  cannot  be  defended.  English  soil,  English  ter- 
ritory, E  gliah  iurisdicilon,  is  the  appropriate  sphere  for  the 
operation  of  Englisli  law;  the  ocean  is  the  sphere  of  the  law 
of  nations;  and  any  merchant  vessel  on  the  seas  is,  by  that  law, 
under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  her  own  nation,  and  may 
claim  immunity,  unless  in  cases  in  which  that  law  allows  her 
to  be  entered  or  visited. 

If  this  notion  of  perpetual  allegiance,  and  the  consequent 
power  of  the  prerogative,  were  the  law  of  the  worlii;  if  it  formed 
part  of  the  conventional  code  of  nations,  and  were  usually  prac- 
tised like  the  right  of  visiting  neutral  ships,  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  and  seizing  enemy  property,  then  impressment 
might  be  defended  aa  a  common  right;  and  there  would  bo  no 
remedy  for  the  evil  till  the  national  code  should  be  altered.  But 
this  Is,"  by  no  means,  the  case.  There  is  no  such  principle  in- 
corporated Into  the  code  of  nations.  The  doctrine  stands  only 
as  English  law,  not  as  national  law;  and  English  law  cannot 
be  of  iorce  beyond  English  dominion.  Whatever  duties  or  re- 
lations that  law  creates  between  the  sovereign  and  his  subjects, 
can  be  enforced  and  maintained  only  within  the  realm,  or  prop- 
er pofsesaions  or  territory  of  the  sovereign.  There  may  be 
quite  as  just  a  prerogative  right  to  the  property  of  subjects  as 
to  their  personal  services,  in  an  exigency  of  the  Slate;  but  no 
Government  thinks  of  conlr>lltngi  ^y  •'«  own  laws,  property  of 
its  subjects  situated  abroad;  much  less  does  any  Government 
think  of  entering  the  territory  of  another  power  for  lhepurpo<»e 
of  seizing  such  property  and  applying  it  to  its  own  uses.  As 
laws,  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  of  England  have  no  obliga- 
tion on  persons  or  properly  domiciled  or  situated  abroad. 

•'Whcft,  iherefi're,"  says  an  authority  not  unknown  or  unre- 
garded on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic,  "we  speak  of  the  right  of 
a  State  to  bind  its  own  native  subjects  everywhere,  we  speak 
only  of  its  own  claim  and  exercise  of  sovereignty  over  them, 
when  they  reinrn  within  its  own  territorial  jurisiliciion;  and  not 
ofits  riehi  to  compel  or  require  obedience  to  such  laws,  on  the 
part  of  other  nations,  within  their  own  territorial  sovereignty. 
On  the  contrary,  every  nation  has  an  exclusive  richt  to  regulate 
persons  and  things  within  ita  own  territory,  according  to  its  sov- 
ereign will  and  public  polity." 

The  good  eenw  of  these  principles,  their  remarkable  perti- 
nency to  the  subject  now  under  conslderali.n,  and  the  extraor- 
dinary consequences  resulting  from  the  British  doctrine,  are 
signally  manifested  by  that  which  wo  see  taking  place  every  day. 
England  acknowledges  herself  overbunloned  with  populatitin 
of  (he  poorer  classes.  Every  instance  of  ihe  emigration  of  per- 
sons of  those  classes  is  rci^arded  by  her  as  a  benefit.  England, 
therefore,  encourages  emigration;  means  are  noioriously  sup- 
plied to  emigrants  io  assist  ihcir  conveyance,  fr'^m  public  funds; 
and  the  New  World,  and  more  especially  these  United  Stales,  re- 
ceive the  many  thousands  of  her  sut'jecis  thus  ejected  from  the 
bosom  of  their  native  land  by  the  neressities  of  their  condition. 
They  come  away  from  poveily  and  distress,  in  over  crowded 
cities,  to  seek  employment,  comfort,  and  new  hemes,  in  a 
country  of  free  Institutions,  posseifscd  by  a  kindred  race,spcak- 
ing  their  own  language,  and  having  laws  and  upoge*,  in  many 
respecta,  like  those  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed;  and  a 
country  which,  upon  the  whole,  is  found  to  possess  more  at- 
tractions for  persons  of  their  character  and  condition  than  any 
other  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  It  is  slated  that,  in  the  quarter 
o(  the  year  ending  with  June  lapt,  more  than.tweaiy  six  thou- 
sand emigrants  left  the  single  port  of  Liverpool  for  the  United 
States— being  four  or  five  times  as  many  as  left  the  same  port 
within  Ihe  same  perirKl  for  (he  British  colonies  and  all  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Of  these  crowds  of  emigrants,  many  arrive 
in  our  cities  in  circumstances  of  great  destitution;  and  the  chari- 
ties of  the  country,  both  public  and  private,  are  severely  laxeil 
to  relieve  their  immediate  wants.  In  time,  they  mingle  wi<h 
the  new  community  in  wliich  they  find  themeelves,  and  seek 
means  of  living;  some  find  cmplovment  in  (he  cities;  others  go 
to  the  frontiers,  to  cultivate  lands  reclaimed  from  the  forest; 
and  a  greater  or  less  number  of  the  re.-idue,  becoming,  in  time, 
naturalized  citizens,  enter  into  the  merchant  service,  under  the 
flag  of  their  adopted  country. 

Now,  my  Lord,  if  war  should  break  out  between  England  and 
a  European  power,  can  anything  be  more  urrjusi,  Hnythii\g 
more  iirccuncileable  to  the  general  sentiments  of  mankind, 
than  that  England  should  seek  out  these  persons,  thus  encoui- 
aged  by  her,  and  compelled  by  their  own  condition  to  leave  their 
native  homes,  tear  them  away  from  their  new  employments, 
their  new  political  relations,  and  their  domestic  conrtexions, 
and  force  them  to  undergo  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  milita- 
ry service,  frir  a  country  which  has  thus  ceased  to  be  their  own 
country?  Certainly,  certainly,  my  I/>rd,  there  can  be  but  one 
answer  to  this  question.  Is  it  not  far  more  reasonable  that  Eng- 
land thould  either  prevent  such  emigration  of  her  subjects,  or 
thai,  if  she  encourage  and  promote  it,  she  should  leave  them, 
not  to  the  embroilment  of  a  double  ami  contradictory  allegiance, 
but  to  their  own  voluntaiy  clioice,  to  form  such  relations,  politi- 
cal or  social,  as  they  see  fit.  in  the  country  where  they  aic  to 
find  their  bread,  and  to  the  laws  and  institutions  of  which  they 
are  to  look  for  defence  and  protection! 

A  quejiiion  of  t?uch  gerious  iinporinnce  ought  now  to  be  pot  at 
rest.  If  the  United  States  give  shelter  and  protection  to  iho?e 
whom  the  policy  of  England  annually  cn^ts  upon  their  shores 
— if,  by  the  benign  influences  of  their  Goveinment  and  institu- 
tions, and  by  the  happy  condition  of  the  country,  tho^e  emi 
granrs  b«corn»i  rai.«"'d  frnm  poverty  to  ccmiort,  finding  it  easy 
even  to  become  landholdei9,  nnd  being  allowed  to  partake  in 
the  enj<»yment  of  all  civil  rishtfi,— if  all  this  may  he  done,  (and 
all  this  IS  done,  under  the  countenance  and  encouragement  of 
England  herscl  .)  iw  it  not  li'gh  time,  my  Lord,  that,  yielding 
that  which  had  its  origin  in  feudal  ideas  as  Inconsistent  with 
the  present  state  of  society,  and  especially  with  the  intercourse 
and  relations  pubsisting  between  the  Old  World  and  the  New, 
England  Fhauld,  at  length,  formally  disclaim  all  right  to  the 
services  of  such  persons,  and  renounce  all  control  ovei  their 
conduct) 


But  impressment  is  subject  to  ebjections  of  a  much  wider 
range.  If  it  could  be  justified  in  its  application  to  those  who 
are  declared  to  be  its  only  object,  it  still  remains  true  that,  in  its 
exercise,  it  touches  the  political  rights  of  other  rrovemmecia, 
and  endangers  the  security  of  their  own  native  subjects  snd  citi- 
zens. The  sovereignty  of  the  State  is  concerned  in  maintain- 
ing its  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  possession  over  its  merchant 
ships  on  the  seas,  except  so  fkr  as  the  law  of  nations  justifies 
intrusion  upon  that  po  session  for  special  purposes;  and  all  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  no  member  of  a  crew,  wherever  liorn, 
is  safe  against  impressment  when  a  ship  is  visited. 

The  evils  and  injuiies  resulting  from  the  actual  practice  ran 
hardly  bo  overrated,  and  have  ever  proved  themselves  to  be 
such  as  should  lead  to  its  relinquishment,  even  if  it  were  found- 
ed in  any  defensible  principle.  The  difficulty  of  discrimina- 
ting between  English  subjects  and  American  citizens  has  al- 
ways been  found  to  be  great,  even  when  an  honest  purpose  of 
discrimination  has  ex  sted.  But  the  lieutenant  of  a  man-of- 
war,  having  necessity  for  men,  is  apt  to  be  a  summary  judffe, 
and  his  decisions  will  be  quite  as  significant  of  his  own  wanu 
and  his  own  power  as  of  the  truth  and  justice  of  the  case.  An 
extract  from  a  leuer  of  Mr.  King,  of  the  13th  of  April,  1797,  to 
the  American  Secretary  of  State,  shows  something  of  the  enor- 
mous extent  of  these  wrongful  seizures: 

\  "Instead  of  a  few,  and  these  in  many  instances  equivocal 
cases,  I  have,"  says  he,  "since  the  month  of  July  past,  made 
application  for  the  discharge,  from  British  men  ol^war,  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-one  seamen,  who,  stating  themselves  to  be 
Americans,  have  claimed  my  interference.  Of  this  number, 
eighty  six  have  been  ordered  by  the  Admiralty  to  be  discharged; 
titirty-seven  more  have  been  detailed  as  British  subj^ect*  or  as 
American  volunteers,  or  for  want  of  prt>of  that  they  are  J^mer- 
icans;  and  to  my  applications  for  the  discharge  of  (he  remain- 
ing one  hundrea  and  forty-eight,  I  have  reccfved  no  answer — 
the  Khips  on  board  of  which  these  seamen  were  detained  hav- 
ing, in  many  instances,  sailed  before  an  examination  was  made 
in  consequence  of  my  application. 

"It  is  certain  that  some  of  those  who  have  applied  to  me  are 
not  American  citizens;  but  the  exceptions  are,  iiyniT  opinion, 
few;  and  the  evidence,  exclusive  of  certificates,  has  been  such 
as,  in  most  cases,  to  satisfy  me  that  the  applicants  were  real 
Americans,  who  have  been  forced  into  the  British  service^  and 
who,  with  singular  constancy,  have  generally  persevered  m  re- 
fusing pay  or  bounty,  though  io  some  instances  they  have  been 
in  servic<e  more  than  two  years." 

But  the  Injuries  of  impressment  are  by  no  meansconfined  to 
its  immediate  subjects  or  the  individuals  on  whom  it  is  prac- 
tised. Vessels  sujfer  from  the  weakening  of  their  crews,  and 
voyages  are  often  delayed,  and  not  unfrequently  broken  up,  by 
subtraction  from  the  number  of  necessary  hands  by  impress- 
ment. And  what  is  still  of  greater  and  more  general  moment, 
the  fear  of  impressment  has  been  found  to  create  great  diffi- 
cultly  in  obtaining  sailors  for  the  American  merchant  service 
in  times  of  European  war.  Seafaring  men,  otherwise  inclined 
to  enter  into  that  Rcrvire,  are,  as  experience  has  shown,  deter- 
red by  the  fear  of  finding  themselves  ere  long  in  compulsorr 
military  service  in  Briiisli  ships  of  wsr.  Many  instances  baVe 
occurred,  fully  esiabli:>hed  in  r  roof,  in  which  raw  seamen,  na- 
tives of  the  United  States,  fresh  from  the  fields  of  agriculture, 
entering  for  the  first  lime  on  shipboard,  have  been  impressed 
before  they  made  the  land,  placed  on  the  decks  of  British  men- 
of  war,  and  compelled  to  serve  foi  ypnrs  before  they  could  ob- 
tain their  release,  or  revisit  theircoun^ry  and  their  homes.  Such 
insrances  become  known,  and  their  effect  in  discouraging  young 
men  from  engaging  in  the  merchant  service  of  their  country 
can  neither  F>e  doubted  nor  wondered  at.  More  than  all,  my 
Lord,  the  practieo  of  impressrpent,  whenever  it  has  existed,  has 
produced  not  conciliation  and  good  feeling,  but  resentment,  ex- 
asperation, and  animosity,  between  the  two  great  commercial 
countries  of  the  world.  , 

In  the  calm  and  quiet  which  have  succeeded  the  late  war— a 
condition  «•>  favorable  foi  dispassionate  consideration — England 
herself  has  evidently  seen  the  harshness  of  improssment,  even 
when  exorcised  on  seamen  in  her  own  merchant  service;  end 
the  has  adopted  measures  calculated,  if  not  to  renounce  the 
power  or  to  abolish  the  practice,  yet,  at  leaat,  to  supersede  ita 
necessity  by  other  means  of  manning  the  royal  navy,  more 
compatible  with  justice  and  the  rights  of  Individuals,  and  far 
more  conformable  to  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  the  age. 

Under  these  circumstances,  tlie  Government  of  (he  United 
Slates  has  ufed  the  occasion  of  your  Lordship'a  pacific  mission 
to  review  this  whole  subject,  and  to  brine  it  to  your  notice  and 
that  of  your  Government.  It  lias  reflected  on  the  past,  ponder- 
ed the  condition  of  (he  present,  and  endeavored  to  anticipate,  so 
far  as  might  be  in  its  power,  the  probable  future;  and  I  am 
now  to  rnmmunicato  to  your  Luraahip  the  result  of  these  ds- 
libe  rations. 

The  American  Government,  then,  is  prepared  to  say  that 
the  practice  of  impressing  seamen  from  American  vessels  can- 
not hereafter  b«  allowed  to  take  place.  That  practice  is 
founded  on  principles  which  it  does  not  recognise;  and  is  inva- 
riably  attended  by  crnsequences  so  unjust,  so  injurious,  and  of 
such  formidable  magnitude,  aa  cannot  be  submitted  to. 

Id  the  early  disputes  between  the  two  Governments  on  this 
so  long  contested  topic,  the  distinguished  person  to  whose 
hands  were  first  intrusted  (he  seals  of  this  department  de- 
clared, that  the  simpleot  rule  will  be,  that  the  vessel  being 
American  shall  bo  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board  are 
such." 

Fifty  years'  experience,  (be  utter  failure  of  many  negotiations. 
and  a  carclul  reconsideiation  now  had  of  the  whole  subject,  at 
a  moment  when  the  passions  are  laid,  and  no  present  Interest 
or  emergency  exists  to  bias  the  judgment,  have  fully  convinced 
this  Government  that  this  is  not  only  the  simplest  and  best, 
but  the  only  rule  which  can  be  adoptp<l  and  obserred,  con- 
f>isientJy  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  United  Suics  and  the 
se  uriiy  of  their  citizens.  That  rule  announces,  (herefore,  what 
will  hereafter  be  the  principle  maintained  by  their  Grvemment* 
In  every  regularly  documented  American  merchant  vessel,  the 
crew  who  navignte  it  will  find  their  protection  in  the  flag 
whieh  is  over  them. 

This  announcement  is  not  made,  my  I^rd,  to  revive  uselesa 
recollections  of  the  past,  nor  to  stir  the  embers  from  fires  which 
have  been,  in  a  great  degree,  smothered  by  many  years  of 
peace.  Far  otheiwise.  lis  purpose  is  to  extinguish  those 
CreseflTectually,  before  new  incidents  arise  to  fan  them  into 
flame.  The  communication  is  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and  for 
the  sake  of  peace;  and  springs  from  a  deep  and  conscientioua 
conviction  that  liigh  intereeta  of  both  nations  require  that 
this  so  long  con(es(ed  and  controverted  subject  should  now  b* 
finally  put  to  resu    I  persuade  myself,  my  Lord,  that  you  wUi 


CONGUjaSSIONAL  GLOBE. 


3d 


do  justice  to  this  frank  aod  sincere  avowal  of  motives,  and 
that  you  will  coram unicata  your  ■eniimetits  in  this  respect  to 
your  Government. 

This  letter  closes,  my.  Lord,  on  my  part,  our  official  cor« 
respondence;  and  I  gladly  use  the  occasion  to  otfer  you  the 
aasttrance  of  my  high  and  aincere  regard. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Lord  ASHBORTON,  AC-t  dec.,  ScC, 

Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr,  Webster. 

WASHiMdTON,  August  9, 1&12. 

Sib:  The  no'e  you  did  me  (he  honor  of  addressing  roe  the 
8ih  instant,  on  the  subject  of  impiessment,  shall  bo  transmiued  . 
without  delay  to  my  Government,  and  will,  you  may  be  as* 
suxad,  receive  from  them  the  deliberate  atteniion  which  its  im* 
poi  tance  deaerveB. 

The  object  of  my  mission  waa  mainly  the  settlement  of  ex- 
isting subjects  of  dilTerence;  and  no  differences  have  or  could 
have  arisen  of  late  years  with  respect  to  impressment,  because 
the  practice  has,  since  the  peace,  wholly  ceased,  and  cannot, 
eonsistenlly  with  existing  laws  and  regulations  for  manning  her 
Majesty's  navy,  be,  under  the  present  circumstances,  renewed. 

I>eeiroas,  however,  of  looking  far  forward  into  futurity  to 
anticipate  even  poenble  causes  of  disagreement,  and  sensible 
of  the  anxiety  of  the  American  people  on  this  grave  subject  of 
past  irritation,  t  should  be  sorry  in  any  way  to  discourage  the 
attempt  at  some  settlement  of  ii;  and,  although  without  au- 
thority to  anter  upon  it  here  durhig  the  limited  continuance  of 
my  mission,  t  entertain  a  confident  hope  that  this  (ask  may  be 
accomplished,  when  undertaken,  with  the  spirit  of  candor  and 
CoDcDiation  wliich  has  marked  all  our  late  negotiations. 

It  not  being  our  inteniion  to  endeavor  now  to  come  to  any 
agreement  on  this  subject,  I  may  be  permitted  to  abstain  from 
noticing,  at  length,  your  very  ingenious  arguments  relating  to 
it,  and  from  discussing  the  graver  matters  of  constitutional  and 
intematioDal  law  growing  out  of  them.  These  sufficiently 
abow  that  the  queetion  is  one  requiring  calm  consideration, 
though  1  oiust,  at  the  same  time,  admit  that  they  prove  a  strong 
necessity  of  some  settlement  for  the  preservation  of  that  good 
umlerstanditig  which,  I  (rust,  we  may  flatter  ourselves  that  our 
joint  labors  have  now  succeeded  in  eatablisbing. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  laws  of  our  two  countries  rnalntain 
opposite  principles  respecting  allegiance  to  the  sovereign. 
America,  reoeiTing,  every  year,  by  thousands,  the  emigrants  of 
Europe,  maintains  the  doctrine,  suitable  to  her  condition,  of  the 
right  of  transferring  allegiance  at  will.  Tne  laws  of  Great 
Britain  have  maintained,  fiom  all  time,  the -opposite  doctrine. 
The  duties  of  allegiance  are  held  to  be  indefeasible;  and  it  is 
believed  that  this  doctrine,  under  various  modificaiiono, 
prevails  in  moaf,  if  not  io  all,  the  ciyilized  States  of  EU' 
rope. 

Emigration— the  modern  mode  by  which  the  population  of 
the  worfd  peaceably  finds  its  level— is  for  the  benefit  of  all,  and 
eminently  for  the  benefit  of  humanity:  The  fertile  deserts  of 
America  are  gradually  advancing  to  the  highest  state  of  cuiti va- 
tiooand  production,  while  (beemlgrantacquirescomfort  which 
bis  own  confined  home  could  not  affurd  him. 

If  there  were  anything  in  ^ur  laws  or  our  practice,  on  either 

side,  tending  to  impede  this  march  of  providential  humanity, 

we  could  not  bo  too  eager  to  provide  a  remedy;  but  as  this  does 

not  appear  to  be  the  case,  we  may  safely  leave  this  part  of  the 

subject'  without  indulging  in  abstract  speculations,  having 
no  material  practical  application  to  matters  in  discussion  be- 
tween us. 

But  it  moat  be  admitted  that  a  serious  practical  question 
dote  arise,  or  rather  has  existed,  from  practices  formerly  at- 
tending  the  mode  of  manning  ttie  British  navy  in  timea  of  war. 
The  principle  is.  that  all  subjects  of  the  Crown  are,  in  case  of 
necessity ,'boundf  to  serve  their  country;  and  the  seafaring  roan 
is  naturally  taken  for  the  naval  service.  This  is  not,  as  is 
aometimes  supposed,  any  arbitrary  principle  of  monarchical 
government;  but  one  founded  on  the  natural  duty  of  ev* 
ery  m^m  to  defend  his  country:  and  all  the  analogy  of 
your  laws  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  aame  principle 
■  would  hold  good  in  the  United  Siaiea  if  their  geographical  po- 
sition did  not  make  its  application  unnecessary. 

The  very  anomalous  condition  of  the  two  countrips  with  re* 
lation  to  each  other  here  creates  a  serious  difficulty.  Our  X^eo- 
pie  are  not  distinguishable;  and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  habits 
of  sailors,' our  Vessels  are  very  generally  manned  from  a  com 
mon  stock.  It  is  difficult,  under  them  circumstances,  to  execute 
laws  which  at  times  have  been  thought  to  be  essential  for  the 
existence  of  the  country,  without  ri&k  of  injury  to  others.  The 
extent  and  importance  of  those  injuries,  however,  are  so  formi- 
dable that  it  is  admitted  that  some  remedy  should,  if  possible,  be 
applied:  at  all  events,  it  must  be  fairly  and  honestly  attempted. 
it  is  true  that,  during  the  continuance  of  peace,  no  practical 

Srievance  can  arise;  but  it  is  also  true  that  it  is,  for  that  reason, 
le  proper  season  for  ttia  calm  and  deliberate  consideration  of 
an  important  aobject,  I  have  much  reason  to  hope  that  a  satis- 
factory arrangement  respecting  it  may  be  roade,  so  as  to  set  at 
rest  ali  apprehension  and  anxiety;  and  I  will  only  further  re-> 
peal  the  assurance  of  the  sincere  disposition  of  mv  Govern- 
ment favorably  to  consider  ail  matters  having  for  their  object 
the  promoting  and  maintaining  undisturbed  kind  and  friendly 
feeling*  with  the  United  States. 

1  beg,  sir,  on  this  occasion  of  closing  the  correspondence  with 
yon  connected  with  my  niiasion,  to  express  the  KUisfaciion  I 
feel  at  its  successful  termination,  and  to  assure  you  of  my  high 
consideration  and  personal  esteem  and  f«^a'^-  •_„-__-., 

HOQ.  DAMUL  WXBSTBB,&C.,  dcC.,^. 


THE  TREATY. 

^      ^  -    ■      ^ 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  a  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  of 
America  and  her  Majesty  the  Gtueen  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  was  con- 
cluded and  signed  by  their  plenipotentiaries,  at 
Washington,  on  the  ninth  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  i^hich  treaty 
is,  word  for  word,  as  follows ; 

A  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the  boazidarles  between 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  the  pos- 
sessions of  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  North  Ameri- 
ca 1  for  the  final  stippreasion  of  the  African  slave- 
tr^de :  and  for  the  giving  up  of  criminals,  fugi- 
tive from  justic^,  in  certain  cases. 

Whereas,  certain  portions  of  the  line  of  bounda- 
ry between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
British  dominions  in  North  America,  described  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783, 
have  not  yet  been  ascertained  and  determined,  not- 
withstanding the  repeated  attempts  which  have  been 
heretofiore  made  for  that  purpose:  and  whereas,  it  js 
now  thought  to  be  for  the  interest  of  both  parties, 
that  avoiding  further  discussion  of  their  respect- 
ive rights,  arising  in  this  respect  under  the  said 
treaty,  they  should  agree  on  a^onventional  line  in 
said  portions  of  the  said  bounnary,  such  as  may  be 
convenient  to  both  parties,  with  such  equivalents 
and  compensations  as  are  deemed  just  and  reason- 
able: and  whereas,   by  the  treaty  concluded   at 
Ghent,  on  the   24ih  day  of  December,  1814,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majes- 
ty, an  article  was  agreed  to  and  inserted,  of  the  fol- 
lowing tenor,  viz:  "Article  10.  Whereas,  the  traf- 
fic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles 
of  humanity  and   justice:   and  whereas,  both  his 
Majesty,  and  the  United  States,  are  desirous  of  con- 
tinuing their  efibris  to  promote  its  entire  abolition,  it 
is  hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contracting  parties 
shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  de- 
sirable an  object:"   and  whereas,' notwithstanding 
the  laws  which  have  at  various  times  been  passed 
by  the  two  Governments,  and  the  efibrts  made  to 
suppress  it,  that  criminal  traffic  is  still  prosecuted 
and  carried  on :  and  whereas,  the  Uniletl  States  of 
America,  and  her  Majesty  theClueen  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  are  deter- 
mined that,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  it  .shall 
be  effectually  abolished:  and  whereas,  it  is  found 
expedient,  for  the  better  administration  of  justice 
and  the  prevention  of  crime-  within  the  territories 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  two  parties  respectively,  that 
persons  committing  the  crimes  hereinafter  enumer- 
ated, and  being  fugitives  from  justice,  should,  un- 
der cercain  circumstances,  be  reciprocally  delivered 
op: — the  United  States  of  America  and  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  having  resolved  to  treat  on  these  sever- 
al subjects,  have,  for  that  purpose,  appointed  their 
respective  plenipotentiaries  to  negotiate  and  con- 
clude a  treaty;  that  is  to  say,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has,  on  his  part,  furnished  with  full 
powers  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States;  and  her  Majesty,  the  Gtueen  of  the 
Uniteci  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  has, 
on  her  part,  appoinied  the  right  honorable  Alexan- 
der Lord  Ashburton,  a  peer  of  the   said  United 
Kingdom,  a  member  of  her  Majesty's  most  honor- 
able privy    council,  and  her   Majesty's   minister 
plenipotentiary  on  a  special  mission  to  the  United 
Slates;  who,  after  a  reciprocal  communication  of 
their  respective  full  powers,  have  agreed  to  and 
signed  the  following  articles: 

ARTICLE  I. 

It  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  that  the  line  of 
boundary  shall  be  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  Monumental  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix,  as  designated  and  agreed  to  by  the 
commissioners  under  the  5th  ai^ticle  in  the  treaty  of 
1794,  between  the  Governments  of  the  United  Stales 
and  Great  Britain;  thence  north,  following  the  ex- 
ploring line  run  and  marked  by  the  surveyors  of 
the  two  Governments  in  the  years  1817  and  1818, 
under  the  fif\h  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  its 
intersection  with  the  rivet  St.  John,  and  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  channel  thereof;  thence,  up  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  sajd  river  St.  John,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  St.  Francis;  thence,  up  the  mid- 
dle of  the  channel  of  the  said  river  St.  Francis,  and 
of  the  lakes  through  [which]  it  flows,  to  the  outlet 
of  the  Lake  Pohenagamook;  thence,  southwesterly, 
in  a  straight  line,  to  <i  point  on  the  northwest  branch 
of  the  river  Si.  John,  which  point  shall  be  ten  miles 


distant  from  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  John,  in  a 
straight  line,  and  in  the  nearest  direction;  but  if  the 
said  point  shall  be  found  lobe  lessthan  seven  miles 
from  the  nearest  point  of  the  summit  or  crest  of 
the  highlands  that  divide  those  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  river  St.  John,  then  the  said 
point  shall  be  made  to  recede  down  the  said  nortli- 
west  branch  of  the  river  St.  John,  to  a  point  seven 
miles  in  a  straight  line  from  the  said  summit  or 
crest;  thence,  in  a  straight  line,  in  a  course  about 
south  eight  degrees  west,  to  the  point  where  the 
parallel  of  latitude  of  46  deg.  25  min.  north  inter- 
sects the  southwest  branch  of  the  St.  John;  thence, 
southerly,  by  the  said  branch,  to  the  source  thereof 
in  the  highlands  at  the  Meijarmeite  portage;  thence, 
down  along  the  said  highlands  which  divide  the 
waters  which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  to  the  head  of  Hall's  stream;  thence,  down 
the  middle  of  said  stream,  till  the  line  thus  run  in- 
tersects the  old  line  of  boundary  surveyed  and 
marked  by  Valentine  and  Collins  previously  to  the 
year  1774  as  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 
which  has  been  known  and  understood  to  be  the 
line  of  actual  division  between  the  Slates  of  New 
York  and  Vermont  on  one  side,  and  the  British 
prgvince  of  Canada  on  the  other;  and,  from  said 
point  of  intersection,  west-  along  the  said  dividing 
fine  as  heretofore  known  and  understood,  to  the 
Iroquois,  or  St.  Lawrence  river. 

ARTICLE  n. 

It  is  moreover  agreed,  that  from  the  place  where 
the  joint  commissioners   terminated   tneir  labors, 
under  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  wit: 
at  a  point  in  the  Neebish  channel,    near  Muddy 
lake,  the   line  shall  run  into  and  aloiig  the  ship 
channel,  between  St.  Joseph's  and  St.   Tammany 
Islands,  to  the  division  of  the  channel  at  or  near  the 
head  of  St.  Joseph's  Island;  thence,  turning  east- 
wardly  and  nortnwardly  around  the  lower  end  of 
St.  George's  or  Sugar  Island,  and  following  the 
middle  of  the  channel  which  divides  St.  Georee's 
from  St.  Joseph's  Island;  thence  up  the  east  Nee- 
bish'channel,  nearest  to  St.  George's  Island,  through 
the  middle  of  Lake  George;  thence,  west  of  Jonas 
Island,  into  St.  Mary's  river,  to  a  point  in    the 
middle  of  that  river,  about  one   mile  above  St. 
George's  or  Sugar  Island,  so  as  to  appropriate  and 
assign  the  said  island  to  the  United  States:  thence 
adopting  the  line  traced  on  the  maps  by  the  com- 
missioners, through  the  river  St  Mary  and   lake 
Superior,  to  a  point  north  of  He  Royale  in  said  lake, 
one  hundred  yards  to  the  north  and  east  of  He 
Chapeau,  which'lasi-mentioned  island  lies  near  the 
northeastern  point  of  He  Royale  where  the  fine 
marked  by  the  commissioners  terminates;  and  from 
the  last-mentioned  point,  southwesteriy,  through  the 
middle  of  the  sound  between  He  Royale  and  the 
northwestern  mainland,  to  the  mouth  of  Pigeon 
river,  and  up  the  said  river,  to  and  through  the 
north  and  south  Fowl  Lakes,  to  the  lakes  of  the 
height  of  land  between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods;  thence,  along  the  water  communi- 
cation to  Lake  Saisaginaga,  and  through  that  Jake; 
thence,  to  and  through  Cypress  Lake,  lac  du  Bois 
Blanc,  Lac  la  Croix,  Little  Vermillion  Lake,  and 
Lake  Namecan,  and  through  the  several  smaller 
lakes,  straits,  or  streams,  connecting  the  lakes  here 
mentioned,  to  that  point  in  Lac  la  PI uie  or  Rainy 
Lake,  at  the  Chaudifere  Falls,  from  which  the  com- 
missionets  traced  the  line  to  the  most  northwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;*  thence,  along  the 
^id  line,  to  the  said  most  northwestern  point,  be- 
ing in  latitude  49  deg.  23  min.  55  sec.  north,  and  in 
longitude  95  deg.  14  min.  38  sec.  west  from  the  Ob- 
servatory at  Greenwich;  thence,  according  to  exist- 
ing treaties,  due  south,  to  its  intersection  with  the 
49th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  along  that  paral- 
lel to  the  Rocky  Mountains.    It  being  understood 
that  all  the-  water  communication^,   and  all  the 
usual  portages  aleng"  the  line  from  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  also  Grand  Portage, 
from  the  ^hore  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pigeon 
river,  as  now  actually  used,  shall  be  free  and  open 
to  the  use  of  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  both  coun- 


tries. 


ARTICLE  III. 


In  order  to  promote  the  interests  and  encourage 
the  industry  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries 
watered  by  the  river  St-  John  and  its  tributaries, 
whether  living  within  the  State  of  Maine  or  the 
Province  of  New  Brunswick,  it  is  agreed  that 
where,  by  the  provisions  of  the  present  treaty,  the 
river  St.  John  is  declared  to  be.  the  line  of  bounds 
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ary,  ihe  navigation  of  said  river  shall  be  free  and 
open  to  both  parties,  and  shall  in  no  way  be  ob- 
structed by  either:  that  all  the  produce  of  the  forest, 
in  logs,  lumber,  timber,  boards,  staves,  or  shingles, 
or  of  agriculture  not  being  manufactured,  grown  on 
any  of  those  parts  of  the  State  of  Maine  watered 
by  the  river  St.  John,  or  by  its  tributaries,  (of  which 
fact  reaiionable  evidence  shall,  if  required,  be  pro- 
duced,) shall  have  free  access  into  and  through  the 
said  river  and  its  said  tributaries,  having  their  source 
within  the  State  of  Maine,  to  and  from  the  seaport 
at  the  mouth  of  the  said  river  St.  John,  and  to  and 
round  the  falls  of  said  river,  either  by  boats,  rafts,  or 
other  conveyance;  that  when  within  the  Province 
of  New  Brunswick,  the  said  produce  shall  be  deelt 
with  as  if  Jt  were  the  produce  of  the  said  Province: 
that,  in  like  manner,  the  inhabitant  of  the  territo- 
ry of  the  Upper  St.  John,  determined  bv  this  treaty 
to  belong  to  her  Britannic  Majesty,  shall  have  free 
access  to  and  through  the  river  for  their  produce,  in 
those  parts  where  the  said  river  runs  wholly  through 
the  State  of  Maine:  Providedy  always^  That  this 
agreement  shall  give  no  right  to  either  party  to  in- 
terfere with  any  regulations  not  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  of  this  treaty,  which  the  Governments, 
respectively,  of  Maine  or  of  New  Brunswick  may 
make  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  said  river, 
when  both  ban&  thereof  shall  belong  to  the  same 
parly. 

ARTICLE  lY. 

All  grants  of  land  heretofore  made  by  either 
party,  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  which  by 
this  treaty  falls  within  the  dominions  of  the  other 
party,  shall  be  held  valid,  ratified,  and  confirmed 
to  the  persons  in  possession  under  such  grants,  to 
the  same  extent  as  if  such  territory  had  by  this 
treaty  fallen  within  the  dominions  of  the  party  by 
whom  such  grants  were  made;  and  all  equitable 
possessory  claims,  arising  from  a  possession  and 
improvement  of  any  lot  or  parcel  of  land  by  the 
person  actually  in  possession,  or  by  those  under 
whom  such  person  claims,  for  more  than  six  years 
before  the  date  of  this  treaty,  shall,  in  like  man- 
ner, be  deemed  valid,  and  be  confirmed  and  quieted 
by  a  release  to  the  person  entitled  thereto,  of  the 
title  to  such  lot  or  parcel  of  land,  so  described  as 
best  to  include  the  improvements  made  thereon; 
and  in  all  other  respects  the  two  contracting  parties 
agree  to  deal  upon  the  most  liberal  principles  of 
equity  with  the  settlers  actually  dwelling  upon  the 
territory  falling  to  them,  respectively,  which  has 
heretofore  been  in  dispute  between  them. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Whereas,  ,in  the  course  of  the  controversy  re- 
specting the  disputed  territory  on  the  Northeastern 
boundary,  some  moneys  have  been  received  by  the 
authorities  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Piovince  of 
New  Brunswick,  with  the  intention  of  preventing 
depredations  on  the  forests  of  the  saia  territory, 
which  moneys  were  to  be  carried  to  a  fund  called 
the  "disputed  territory  fund,"  the  proceeds  whereof 
it  was  agreed  should  be  hereafter  paid  over  to  the 
parties  interested,  in  the  proportions  to  be  deter- 
mined by  a  final  settlement  of  boundaries:  It  is 
hereby  agreed,  that  a  correct  account  of  all  receipts 
and  payments  on  the  said  fund  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  within  six 
months  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  and  the 
proportion  of  the  amount  due  thereon  to  the  States 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  and  any  bonds  or  se- 
curities appertaining  thereto,  shall  be  paid  and  de- 
livered over  to  the  Govrt-nment  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
agrees  to  receive  for  the  use  of,  and  pay  over  to, 
the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachuseius,  their  re- 
spective portions  of  said  fund;  and  further  to  pay 
and  satisfy  said  States,  respectively,  for  all  claims 
for  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  protecting  the 
said  heretofore  disputed  territory,  and  making  a 
survey  thereof  in  1838;  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  agreeing. with  the  States  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  to  pay  them  the  further  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  equal  moieties,  on 
account  of  their  assent  to  the  line  of  boundary  de- 
scribed in  this  treaty,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
conditions  and  equivalents  received  therefor  from 
the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty. 

ARTICLE  vr. 
It  fs  furthermore  understood  and  agreed,  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  running  and  tracing  those  parts  of 
the  line  between  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and 
the  St.  Lawrence  river,  which  will  require  to  be 
run  and  ascertained,  and  for  marking  the  residue 
of  said  line  by  proper  monuments  on  the  land,  two 
commissioners  snail  be  appointed—one  by  the  Pres- 


ident of  the  United  Slates,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof.  &nd  one  by  her 
Britannic  Majesty;  and  the  said  commissioners 
shall  meet  at  Bangor,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  on  the 
1st  day  of  May  next,  or  as  soon  therealter  as  may 
be,  and  shall  proceed  to  mark  the  line  above  de- 
scribed, from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the 
river  St.  John;  and  shall  trace  on  proper  maps  the 
dividing  line  along  said  river,  and  along  the  river 
St.  Francis,  to  the  outlet  of  the  Lake  Pohenaga- 
mook;  and  from  the  outlet  of  the  said  lake,  they 
shall  ascertain,  fix,  and  mark,  by  proper  and  dura- 
ble monuments  upon  the  land,  the  line  described  in . 
the  first  article  of  this  treaty;  and  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  make  to  each  of  their  respective  Gov- 
ernments a  joint  report  or  declaration,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  designating  sach  line  of  boundary, 
and  shall  accompany  said  report  or  declaration 
with  maps,  certified  by  them  to  be  true  maps  of  the 
new  boundary. 

ARTICLE  vn. 

It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  channels  in  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  on  both  sides  of  the  Long  Sault 
island^,  and  of  Bamhart  Island;  the  channels  in 
the  river  Detroit,  on  both  sides  of  the  Island  Bois 
Blanc,  and  between  that  island  and  both  the  Amer- 
ican and  Canadian  shores;  and  all  the  several  chan- 
nels and  passages  between  the  various  islands  lying 
near  the  junction  of  the  river  St.  Clair  with  the 
lake  of  that  name,  shall  be  equally  free  and  open  to 
the  ships,  vessels,  and  boats  of  both  parties. 

ARTICLE  vni. 

The  parties  mutually  stipulate  that  each  shall 
prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  in  service,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  a  sufiicient  and  adequate  squadron, 
or  naval  force  of  vessels,  of  suitable  number^  and 
description,  to  carry  in  all  not  less  than  eighty  guns, 
to  enforce  separately  and  respectively  the  laws, 
rights,  and  obligations  of  each  of  the  two  countries 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade;  the  said 
squadrons  to  be  independent  of  each  other,  but  the 
two  Governments  stipulating,  nevertheless,  to  give 
such  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  their  re- 
spective forces  as  shall  enable  them  most  effectually 
to  act  in  concert  and  co-operation,  upon  mutual 
consultation,  as  exigencies  maj  arise,  for  the  at- 
tainment|of  the  true  object  of^this  article:  copies 
of  all  such  orders  to  be  communicated  by  each 
Government  to  the  other,  respectively. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Whereas,  notwithstanding  all  efforts  which  may 
be  made  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  suppressing 
the  slave-trade,  the  facilities  for  carrying  on  that 
traffic,  and  avoiding  the  vigilance  of  cruise)"s,  by 
the  fraudulent  use  of  flags,  and  other  means,  are 
so  great,  and  the  temptations  for  pursuing  it, 
while  a  market  can  be  found  for  slaves,  so  strong, 
as  that  the  desired  result  may;  be  long  delayed,  un- 
less all  markets  be  shut  against  the  purchase  of 
African  negroes^ — the  parties  to  this  treaty  agree  that 
they  will  unite  in  all  becoming  representations  and 
remonstrances  with  any  audall  powers  within  whose 
dominions  such  markets  are  allowed  to  exist;  and 
that  they  will  urge  upon  all  such  powers  the  pro- 
priety and  duly  of  closing  such  markets  at  once  and 
forever. 

ARTICLE  X. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  United  States  and  her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  shall,  upon  mutual  requisitions  by 
them,  or  their  ministers,  officers,  or  authorities, 
respectively  made,  deliver  up  to  ju.sticeall  persons 
who,  being  charged  with  the  crime  of  murder,or  as- 
sault with  intent  to  commit  murder,  or  piracy,  or 
arson,  or  robbery,  or  forgery,  or  the  utterance  of 
forged  papers,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  either,  shall  seek  an  asylum,  or  shall  be 
found,  within  the  territories  of  the  other:  pro- 
vided, that  this  shall  only  be  done  upon  such 
evidence  of  criminality  as,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  place  where  the  fugitive  or  per- 
son so  charged  shall  be  found,  would  justiA^ 
his  apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial,  if 
the  crime  or  offence  had  there  been  committed; 
and  the  respective  judges  and  other  magistrates  of 
the  two  Governments  shall  have  power,  jurisdic- 
tion, and  authority,  upon  complaint  made  under 
oath,  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of 
the  fugitive  or  person  so  charged,  that  he  may  be 
brought  before  such  judges  or  other  magistrates,  re- 
spectively, to  the  end  that  the  evidence  of  criminal- 
ity may  be  heard  and  considered;  and  if,  on  such 
hearing,  the  evidence  be  deemed  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain the  charge,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  examin- 
ing judge  or  magistrate  to  certify  the  same  to  the 
proper  executive  authority,  that  a  warrant  may 


issue  for  the  surrender  of  such  fugitive.  The  ex- 
pense of  such  apprehension  and  delivery  shall  be 
borne  and  defrayed  by  the  party  who  makes  the  re- 
quisition, and  receive:*  the  fugitive. 

ARTIC[<E  XI. 

The  eighth  article  of  this  treaty  shall  be  in  force 
for  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications,  and  afterwards,  until  one  or  the  other 
party  shall  signify  a  wish  to  terminate  it.  The  tenth 
article  shall  cont»'nue  in  force  until  one  or  the  other 
of  the  parties  shall  signify  its  wish  to  terminate  it, 
and  no  longer. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  duly  ratified,  and  the 
mutual  exchange  of  ratifications  shall  take  place  in 
London,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof, 
or  earlier  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  plenipoten- 
tiaries, have  signed  this  treaty,  and  have  hereunto 
affixea  our  seals. 

Done  in  duplicate,  at  Washington,  the  ninth  day 
of  August,  anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-two. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER,  [beal.J 
ASHBURTON,  [aKAL.] 

And  whereas,  the  said  treaty  has  been  duly  rati- 
fied on  both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications  of 
the  same  having  been  exchanged,  to  wit:  at  Lon- 
don, on  the  thirteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  foriy-two,  by  Edward  Everett, 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  right  honorable  the 
Earl  of  Aderdeen,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  on  the 
part  of  their  respective  Governments : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  John  Ttlbb, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  have 
caused  the  said  treaty  to  be  made  public,  to  the  €od 
that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article  ihereof, 
may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good  faith  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  Witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  af- 
fixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  tenth  day 

of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

r     -, ,   thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and 

IL,  B.J  qj.  jjjg  independence  of  the  United  States 

the  sixty-seventh. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
By  the  President: 
Daniel  Webster,  Secretary  of  Stale, 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS, 

THIRD  SESSION. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAT,  December  5, 1842. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  by  the  Comtitation 
of  the  United  Slates  for  this  annual  meeting  of 
Congress, 

The  PRESIDENT  pra  tern.  (Mr.  MAvcioif )  took 
the  chair,  and  called  the  Senate  to  order  at  the 
boor  of  12  u*clock.  He  staled  that  be  had  been 
informed  by  the  &er;!rant»at-arms  that  there  was 
not  a  quorum  of  tlie  Senators  present. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  observed,  that  that  being 
the  case,  it  was  apparent  that  no  bnsinera  ooald 
be  transacted  today;  he  therefore  moved  that  the 
Senate  adjourn  till  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

The  question  was  pot,  and  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative; and  the  Senate  accordingly  adjonmed. 

The  following  Senators  appeared  in  their  seats, 
v'z: 

From  Mtdne. — MeFsrs.  Williams  and  Evans. 

From  Xew  Hamp$hire,^MesSn.  Woodbnry  and 
Wilcox. 

From  iWitftacAuset/t.— Mr.  Bates. 

From  Conncctieu/ — Mr.  Hnntington. 

From  Vermont  -—Mr.  Cfafi«. 

From  J^euf  Forfc.— Messrs.  Wright  and  TaU- 
madge. 

From  AVto  Jtrfcy.— Mr.  Dayton. 

From  Pennsylvemia. — Messrs.  Bachanan^  and 
Sturgeon. 

From  Delmaaro. — Messrs.  Bayard  and  Clayton. 

From  Maryland, — Messrs.  Kerr  and  Merrick. 

From  VtrginU. — Messrs.  Rives  and  Archer,  ^ 

From  ^Torlk  Coroliiia.— Mr.  Mangam. 
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Ffoiti  OMo. — Messrs.  AUea  and  Tappan. 
From  jiUbvma -^yir  King. 
Irmn  JIKstotiri— >Mr.  Benloa. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
AdoNDAT,  D.cfmber  5,  1842. 
At  12  o'dock  the  SPEAKER  louk  the  obair, 
and  callrd  the  House  to  order;  whec,  the  Ckrk 
hayJDg  called  the  roll,  it  appeared  that  ooe  bond  red 
and  seventy-six  members  aaftwered  to  their  names, 
beJDg  a  sufficient  n amber  to  constitute  a  qaoram, 
viz: 

From  Mmnc^Mnstf,  Eiisha  H.  Allen,  David 
Bronson,  JVaihan  Clifford,  William  P.  FesseDden, 
Nathaniel  S.  Uttlefield,  Joshaa  A.  Lovvell,  Al- 
fred Marshall,  and  Benjamin  Rfindall. 

From  A^v  Hiimp$hif$  —-Messrs.  Gharh  sG  Ather- 
ton,  Edmund  Boike,  Ira  A.  Eastman,  John  R.  Re- 
diog,  and  Tristram  Shaw. 

FVom  Mossaehuse'U, — Messrs.  John  d.  Adams, 
Osmyn  Baker,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  George  N. 
Brigg«,  Barker  Burnell.  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Caleb  Cashing,  Charles  Hudson,  William  Par- 
Hienter,  and  Leverett  Saltonstall. 

From  fiAoifelMaiMl.— Messrs.  Robert  B.  Cranston 
and  Joseph  L.  TiUinghast. 

From  Connceftoof.— Messrs.  William  W.  Board- 
man,  John  H.  Brockway,  Thomas  B.  Oiborne,  Tru- 
Smitb,  Joseph  Trumbull,  and  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams. 

-R-om  Fermonf.— Messrs.  Horace  Everett,  Hiland 
Hall,  John  Mattocks,  William  Blade,  and  Au- 
gustus Young. 

FromMw  Forjb  — Mt  K^rs.  Alfred  Babcock*  Dan- 
iel D.  Barnard,  Bernard  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Bowne, 
David  P.  Brf  w&ier,  Timoihy  Childs,  Thomas  C. 
Chittenden,  Jchn  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
James  Q.  Ctinton,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Joseph  Eg- 
ben,  Charles  Q.  Ferri^  Millard  Fillmore,  Charles 
A.  Floyd*  John  Q.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Fo&ter, 
JSamuel  Gordon,  Frarxis  Granger,  Jacob  Houck, 
Hiram  P.  Hunt,  Archibald  L.  Lino,  Christopher 
Morgan,  Robert  McClellan,  John  McKeon,  Sam- 
uel Patridge,  Lewis  Riggs,  James  I.  Roosevelt, 
John  Sanford,  Thomas  A.  Tomlinson,  John  Van 
Baren,  Henry  Van  Remselaer,  Aaron  Ward,  and 
Fernando  Wood. 

From  A>io  Jersey.— Messrs.  John  B.  Aycfigg, 
William  Halsted,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell,  Joseph 
F.  Randolph,  Charles  C.  Stratton,  and  Thomas 
Jones  Yorkc. 

From  Ptrmtylvania  —Messrs.  H'^nry  W.  Beeson, 
Benjamin  A.  Bidlack,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  James  Cooper,  John  Edward f,  Joseph 
Fornance,  Jame^  Gerry,  A  mot  Gustine,  Thomas 
Henry,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingerso  1, 
William  W.  Irwin,  William  Jack,  FraDci<«  James, 
George  M.  Keim,  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan, 
Albert  Q.  Marchand,  Peter  Newhard,  Arnold  Plum- 
er,  Robert  Ramsey,  Almon  H.  Read,  James  M. 
Russell,  William  Simonton,  Johti  Snydir,  George 
and  W.  Toland. 

From  .Arory/mui. — Messrs.  William  Cost  John- 
sort,  Jvhn  P.  Kennedy,  and  John  Thomson  Mason. 

From  Vhrginia. — Mes.srs.  Richard  W.  Barton, 
John  W.  Bjtts,  George  B.  Cary,  Thomas  W.Gi!- 
mer,  William  A.  Harris,  Samuel  L.  Hays,  George 
W.  Hopkfh9,  Edmund  W.  Habard,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  John  W.  Jones,  Francis  Mallory,  Cuih- 
beri  Powell,  William  Smith,  Lewis  Steenrod,  Alex- 
ander H.  H.  Siuart,  Gkorge  W.  Summers,  John 
Taliaferro,  and  Henry  A.  Wise. 

FromJforth  CatoHna  — Messrs.  Archibald  H.  Ar- 
rington,  John  R.  J.  Daniel,  Edmund  Deberry, 
James  J.  McKay,-  Anderson  Mitchell,  Kenneth 
Rayner,  Abraham  Rencher,  Edward  Stanly,  and 
William  H.  Washington. 

From  South  Carolina — Messrs.  William  Butler, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Isaac  B.  Holmes,  Francis 
W.  Pickens,  R.  Barnwell  Rhett,  and  James  Rogers. 

From  Geofgid. — ^Messrs.  Mark  A.  Cooper,  and 
Roger  L.  Gamble. 

From  Kentwkff.-^Mes^Ta,  Linn  Boyd,  Wm.  O. 
Ba'lrr,  Garrett  Davis,  Willis  Green,  Bryan  Y. 
Owsley,  James  C  Sprigg,  John  B.  Thompson,  Jos. 
R.  Underwood,  and  John  White. 

From  Tennuteo. — Messrs.  Abraham  McClellan, 
Hopkins  L.  Turney,  Harvey  M.  Walterson,  and 
Joseph  L.  Williams. 


From  Ohio  — Messrs.  Benjamin  S.  Cowen,  Ezra 
Dean,  Josbua  R  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  John 
Hastings,  Samson  Mason,  Joshua  Maihiot,  James 
Mathews,  Williiim  Medili,  Calvary  Morri.*:,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Nathaniel  G.  Pendleion,  Joseph 
Ridgway,  "^  iliiam  Russell,  Samuel  S  okely,  Geo. 
Sweney,  and  John  B  Weller. 

Fiom  Louisiana, — Mr.  John  B.  Dawscn. 

From  Indiana.'— Me%sxs,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son  and  Joseph  L.  While. 

Fi  om  Illinois — Messrs.  Zadok  Casey  and  John 
Reynolds. 

F^om  Alabama  — Mr.  Reuben  Chapman. 

From  Missouri, — Messrs.  John  C.  Edwards  and 
John  Miller. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CUSHiNG, 

Ordored,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  the  Houfe 
had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  CUSHING  submitted  the  usual  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
wait  on  the  Pre^ideni  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
form him  ihat  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  receive 
any  communication  he  might  make. 

The  resolution  having  been  adopted,  Me.«srs. 
CosHiNO,  KsNNEnT  of  Mafpland,  and  Tilung- 
HAST  were  appomted  as  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KFNNEDY,  he  was  excused 
from  eeivinj?,  on  account  v(  indisposition;  and  Mr. 
Hunt  of  New  York  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GUSHING, 

Ordered,  That  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of 
the  House  bs  at  12  o'clock  nocu,  till  further  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  EVERETT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, a«k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
bankrupt  law.  ^ 

Mr.  ADAMS  eave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  21st  rule  for  eond acting  bu^ 
siness  in  this  House,  in  the  following  words :  **No 
petition,  memorial,  resolution,  or  other  paptr 
praying  the  aboli'inn  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the  slave^ 
trade  between  the  Stales  or  Territories  of  the 
United  S:ates  in  which  it  now  exists,  shall  be  re •> 
ceived  by  this  Hou^e,  or  entertained  in  any  way 
whatever,"  be,  and  the  same  i»  hereby,  rescinded. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  only  offered  as  a 
notice. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  this  notice  took  pre^ 
cedence  of  the  other  orders  of  the  House. 

Ttie  SPEAKER  replied  ihat  it  did  not. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  asked  if  it  was 
sus^ceptible  of  amondmen^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolution  could 
.  be  amended  when  it  came  properly  before  the 
House;  at  present,  it  was  only  offered  in  the  shape 
of  a  notice. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  offered  a  joint  resolution  provide 
ing  f&r  the  appomtment  of  two  Chaplains  of  dift 
ferent  denominai^n?,  one  by  each  House,  to 
serve  during  the  se5sion,  and  to  interchange 
weekly:  adop-ed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGGS,  the  nsual  order  tor 
the  supply  of  members  with  newspapers  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following  joint  resolution: 

12eso2ofd,  (the  honorable  Senate  concurring 
herein,)  That  a  joint  committee  of  three  members 
of  this  House,  with  a  like  number  from  the  Senfcte, 
be  appointed  to  direct  and  superintend  the  ezpendi^ 
dure  of  all  money  appropriated  for  the  pur^^ 
chase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Con^rress,  and 
all  such  other  matters  pertaining  to  said  library 
as  are  not  ot!.erwise  provided  for  by  law. 

Mr.  CHARLE3  BROWN  suggested  to  the 
mover  to  strike  out  the  word  "honorable,*'  as  it 
was  not  usual  in  such  resolutions:  agreed  to,  and 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN, 

The  House  adjoorned. 
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«  IN  SENATE 

Tdesdit,  Djpember  6,  1842. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro.  Um  took  the  chair  at 
12  oVl^ck,  and  stated  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  the  Sergeant  at-arras  that  there  was  still  no 
quorum  present.  Such  being  the  fact, 
,  On  mr  tion  of  Mr.  KERR,  the  Senate  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  morning  at  12  ^''clock. 

Messrs.  MOREHEAD  and  CRITFENDEN,  of 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  ap- 
peared in  their  seats  to-day,  who,  in  addition  to 
tko^e  announced  on  yesterday,  made  twenty-aix 
Seaatorsin  attendance. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TirxsniT,  December  6,  1842. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  gave  notice  that 
be  would  to-morrow,  or  at  an  eaily  day  ihereaf- 
ter,  avk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
of  the  United  S  ate.s  and  the  District  of  Columbia.'' 

Mr.  HALSTED  gave  notice  that  he  would 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introdnce  a  bill  entitled 
<*An  act  reeulatir^g  the  taking  of  testimony  in 
cases  of  contused  «lections^* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON, 

Ordered^  ThatatelectcommiUceonaNaliunal  Fouodty  lio 
appointed  by  ibe  Ctiair,  to  conaist  of  the  aaroo  no  ruber  of  awm. 
bersas  compoaed  ihe  aimilarcoromittoeof  itialaat  aaaaion. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  offered  a  resolution  author- 
izing the  door-keeper  of  the  Hou?e  to  appoint  aa 
additional  mes>rnger;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
HOPKINS,  the  resolution  was  laid  over  till  to« 
morrow. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  following  re&olation,' 
of  which  be  gave  notice  yesierday: 

Resolved,  ThattheSlst  rule  fnr  conducting  batineai  in  thJo 
House,  iottie  following  words:  ''No  petition,  memorial,  reaolu> 
tion,  or  other  paper  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dia- 
irici  of^  Culu.-nbi.i,  or  any  s?iate  or  Territory,  or  tiie  siave-trada 
between  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Uoiled  Biaie^  in  whkJi 
it  now  exists,  shall  be  received  by  this  House,  or  entenained  in 
any  way  whatever,"  be,  and  Uie  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  the  resolution  was  in  or* 
del? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was;  but  he  sngJ 
guested  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  the 
probability  of  a  debate  arising  on  it,  and  that  he 
had  better  let  it  lie  over  for  the  prevent. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  there  was  not  unfini^-hed  bu* 
siness  on  the  calendar  of  the  last  session  that  took 
precedence  of  this  resolution?  There  certainly 
was  a  vast  deal  of  unfinished  business;  and,  in  his 
view,  ii  had  the  precedence  over  all  new  business 
of  this  9essioR. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed,  that  be  offered  the  reso- 
lution  now,  becanse,  by  the  rule^  of  the  House,  the 
first  thirty  days  of  the  session  were  allotted  for  the 
reception  of  petitioi>s — a  rule  that  had  beenob- 
served  since  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment. This  Government  (Mr.  A.  said)  was  made 
for  reeeivirg  the  petitions  of  the  people,  and  attend- 
ing to  their  wan's;  and  to  deprive  them  of  the  righl^ 
of  presenting  them  was  as  unconstitutional  as  un- 
just. He  made  this  motion  now,  because  the  ftrsk 
business  to  be  transacted  should  be  the  attending 
to  the  petitions  of  the  people;  and  there  was  a  large 
class  of  petitions  exclnded  by  the  lule  he  proposed 
to  rescind,  and  that  class  coming  from  a  particular 
section  of  the  Union.  He  did  not  wish  to  debate 
bis  motion,  but  would  be  willing,  if  the  House 
thought  proper,  to  take  the  question  on  it  now  by 
yeas  and  nays.  It  was  a  duty  he  owed  to  bis  eon- 
8  ituents,  to  endeavor  to  restore  to  them  the  eon- 
stitutlonal  rights  of  which  they  had  been  deprived. 

Mr.  WISE  stated  his  point  of  order  to  be  this: 
Under  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  first  business  of 
the  session  was  to  call  the  States  for  petitions;  pe* 
titions  had  priority  and  precedence;  petitions  were 
to  be  called  for  first,  and  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  last  session  must  lie  over  for  six  days:  but,  if 
the  House  was  ready  to  proceed  to  business^  he 
contended  that  the  Speaker  could  find  much  better 
business  than  the  introduction  of  this  everlasting 
subject  of  agitation,  at  this  short  session,  when 
they  ought  to  be  entering  on  and  di.<;posing  of  the 
public  buMUCits.  If,  then,  petitions  had  priority^ 
they  would  necessarily  exclude  the  resolntion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  if  nothing  else 
did;  at  all  events,  it  did  not  oome  in  of  right.    Ho 
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(Mr.  Wise)  objected  to  it  yesterday,  wh^n  the  no- 
tice was  given,  and  he  repeated  his  objection  to- 
day; and  he  supposed  the  question  would  be  on 
the  reception  of  the  resolution.  **Sbail  it  be  re- 
ceived?*' was  the  question;  and  he  contended  that 
this  required  a  majority  of  two-third>'. 

A  member  was  beard  to  observe  that  the  ques- 
tion was  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WISE.    I  contend  that  it  is  net  received. 

The  SPEAKER  made  »ome  observations,  which 
were  very  indistinctlir  beard;  but  he  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  the  resolution  came  properly  be- 
fore .he  House,  one  day's  notice  having  been  given 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massaehotseits,  yesterday, 
as  the  ruKes  prescribed.  But  he  further  observed 
that  the  committees  were  not  appomted;  and,  there- 
fore, if  petitions  were  called  for  from  the  several 
States,  they  could  not  be  referred. 

Mr.  WISE  (aid  he  would  suggest  to  the  Speaker 
that  tbe  non  appointment  of  the  mere  members  of 
the  committees  was  no  rrason  why  the  States 
should  not  be  called  for  petitions;  fur,  if  the  mem- 
bers were  not  appointed,  the  committees  were. 
The  rules  provided  that  there  .^-hould  be  certain 
Branding  committees;  and  all  a  gentleman  had  to 
do,  on  presenting  a  petition,  was  to  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  not  to  A,'B,  C,  and 
D,  cons'itnting  the  committee.  Tbe  committee^', 
then,  were  in  existence,  though  the  members  were 
not  all  there  who  were  to  be  named  on  those  com- 
mittees; and  they  could  re  er  petitions  to  day,  when 
the  members  were  not  named  by  the  Speaker,  as 
well  as  to-morrow,  or  a  future  day,  when  ihey 
should  be  named. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  on  the  table;  and  on  that  motion  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted — 
yeas  85,  nays  93,  as  follows: 

YEAS^Meaan.    Arringion,    Atherton,    Barton,    Bidlack, 
>wne,  Boyd,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Builer, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Ca«ey,  Chapman,  ClifTord,  Clinton,  Coles, 


Bowne,  Boyd,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Builer, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Ca«ey,  Chapman,  ClifTord,  Clinton,  Coles, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Daniel,  uarrett  Davta,  Dawson,  Dean,  De- 


berry,  Eastman,  John  G.  Edwards,  Charlea  A.  Floyd,  For- 
nance,  Geriy,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Gusline,  Harria,  Hastings,  Hays, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson,  John  W.  Jonrs,  Keim, 
John  P.  Kennedy  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  Mailory, 
Marchand,  Jubn  Thom/son  Mason,  Mathews,  Mcdill,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  New harit,  Owsley,  Pearce,Picken«,  PI umer,  Powell, 
Rayner,  Read,  Reding,  Rencher,  Rheii,  Reynolds,  Rigga, 
Rogers,  Shaw,  William  Smith,  Snydor,  Steenrod,  Summers, 
Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son, Turney,  Van  Buren,  War  J,  Warren,  Washington,  Weller, 
Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  Williatns,  Wise  and  Wood.--85. 

NAYS—Mesers.  Adams,  Alford,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews, 
Aycrigg,  Babcork,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Borden,  Bolts,  Biewster,  Briirgs,  Brockway,  Bronsoo,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Gushing, 
R.  D.  Davis,  John  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Feseen- 
den,  Fillmore,  John  Q.  Ffoyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Giddings, 
Patrick  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  liall,  Hatsted,  Henry,  Hudson, 
Huat,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  W.  W.  Irwin,  James,  LIim,  Little- 
field,  Lowell,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Alfred 
Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Morgan, 

■  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Patridge,  Pendleton, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney, 
Roosevelt,  Wm.  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Salstonstall,  San- 
ford,  Simonton,  Blade,  Stanly,  Siokely,  StraUon,  Alexander 
H.   H.  Stuart,   Tillioghast,  Toland,   Tomlinson,   Trumbull, 

,  Vnderwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Joseph  L.  White,  Win* 
throp.  Yorko,  and  Augustus  Voung— 93. 

Mr.  EVBRETr  then  xoso  and  said,  as  it  was 
important  that  this  restluiion  thould  ke  decided 
upoi>)  as  it  might  otherwise  Affect  ibe  presentation 
of  petitions,  be-  would  move  ihe  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  the  next  ques- 
tion in  order  was,  *  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  puiV* 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  it  was  in  order,  as  tbe 
members  were  not  all  there,  to  move  to  postpone 
the  question  to  a  day  certain. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  in  tbe 
negative. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  Speaker  had  postponed  the 
appointment  of  committees,  on  the  ground  that  the 
members  had  not  all  arrived;  and  on  the  same 
ground  he  asked  for  a  shcrt  postponement  of  this 
important  subject.  Huwever,  if  his  motion  was 
not  in  order,  he  would  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  pending  question — '  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?'' 

The  yeas  and  nayslwere  ordered,  and  resulted^ 
yea?  84,  nays  99,  «s  follows: 


YEAS— Messrs.  Ailams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews.  Ay- 
crigg, Bdbcock,  Biker,  Barnard,  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Borden,  Bolts,  Brigss,  Brockway,  Bronsnn,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Burnell,  Calhoun,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley 
N.  Clarke,  J.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Garrett  Davis,  John 
Edwards,  Egbert,  JSrereit,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  L.  Foster, 
Giddings,  Patiick  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry, 
Hudsop,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Linn,  McKennan,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Ma  locks,  Maxwell, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenier,  Patridge, 
Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayosr, 
Ridgway,  Rodney,  Wm.  Ruasell,  J.  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Si- 
monton,  Slade,  TrQman  Smith,  Stanly.  Btokely,  Siratton,  J.  B. 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  TiUioghast,  Toland,  Tom- 
linson, Trumbull,  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Yo(ke,  and  Augustus  Voung— 84. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrmgton,  Aihenon,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bid- 
lack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  W.  But- 
ler, Wm.  O.  butler,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  Chapman,  Casey,  Clif- 
ford,  Clinton,  Coles.  Hark  A.  Cooper,  Cushing,  Daniel,  R.  D. 
Davis,  Daws'>n,  Dean,  Deltierry,  Doan,  E:isiman,  John 
C.  Edwards,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd.  Charles  A.  Floyd,  For- 
nanre,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Gordon,  Harris, 
Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck)  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hunter.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William 
Cost  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Littlefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mallnry,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason, 
Mathews,  Medill,  MiMcr,  Newhard,  Owsley,  Pearce.  Pickens, 
Piumer,  Powell.  Reding,  Rencher,.  Rhett,  Reynolds,  Riggs, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Shaw,  William  Smith,  Snyder, 
Sieenrotl,  Ahxander  H.  JI.  Stuart,  Summers,  Swcnev,  Tal- 
iaferro, Turney,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Ward.  Washtneten, 
Wattorson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise, 
and  Wood— 95. 

So  the  main  question  wis  not  then  put. 

DEATH  OF  TH%  HON.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS. 

Mr.  JOHN  T.  MASON  rose  to  announce  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Williams  of  Maryland, 
and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  ri>e  to  announce  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  James  W.  Williams,  a  member  of  this 
Honse  from  the  S  ate  oi  Maryland.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams difd  suddenly,  on  the' morning  of  the  2d 
invt ,  with  a  stroke  of  psralysis,  which  attacked 
him  in  his  carriage  while  on  hi^  way  to  the  seat  of 
Government.  Although  he  had  been  for  a  lung 
time  in  feeble  health,  yet  Ihe  Tcry  sudden  and  un- 
expected termination  to  which  his  disease  finally 
came  was  well  calculated  to  add  new  pangs  to  the 
grief  of  his  family  and  friends,  which,  wiihout  that 
circumstance,  would  have  been  deep  and  poignant 
at  the  loss  of  a  parent  and  husband  so  devoted,  a 
friend  so  faithful,  and  a  man  so  estimable.  The 
profound  and  unaffected  sorrow  with  which  his 
neighbors  and  friends  received  tbe  sad  intelligence 
of  his  death,  the  undivided  voice  with  which  his 
many  vtrmes  are  acknowlec^ged  by  those  wih 
whom  he  has  been  associated  here,  and  the  confi- 
dence which  has  been  reposed  in  him  from  time  to 
time  by  the  citizens  of  his  Slate,  constitute  a  more 
eloquent  and  effective  encomium  upon  him  than 
anything  I  can  say.  In  one  re-^pect — ^perhaps  in 
none  oiher — it  is  well  that  I  have  been  selected  to 
pay  this  last  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 
No  cue,  perhaps,  on  this  floor  knew  su  wrll,  and 
none  could  speak  with  the  same  knowledge,  of 
those  trails  which  characterized  him,  and  which  »o 
exalted  him  in  the  esiimaiicn  of  the  large  circle  of 
his  acquaintance.  During  the  whole  time  that  I 
have  been  in  public  life — now  four  years — wheth; 
er  in  our  State  Legislature,  or  as  a  mem  Her  of 
this  body,  Mr.  Williams  has  been  associated  with 
m9.  At  first  an  adviser,  and  always  a  friend,  I 
have  had  every  opportunityof  finding  out  his  char- 
actrr,  and  of  appreciating  his  worth.  A  more 
bland  and  amiable  gentleman^a  more  upright 
man — a  more  faithful  public  servant — and  a  more 
sagacious  :»tatesm?n,  I  have  never  m^t  with.  The 
friendship  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him;  the 
confidence  of  his  nei<;hbor5;  his  frequent  exalta- 
tion to  responsible  public  staiions;  and  the  extra- 
ordinary verification  of  his  prophecy  of  the  civil 
revolution  in  Maryland  in  1836,  and  of  her  pres- 
ent financial  embarrassments — made  long  before 
any  one  else  had  the  wisdom  to  foresee  them — are 
all-abundant  evidences  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
said.  On  occasions  like  these,  it  is  noL  unusual,  I 
am  aware,  to  pa^s  high  encomiums  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the  deceased — a  mode  of  proceeding  the 
less  requisite  in  the  present  instance,  as  the  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Williams  was  too  well  cstabjishcd,  and 
held  in  too  high  esteem,  to  have  anything  to  hope 
from  praise,  or  fear  from  censure.  His  mild  and 
gentle  spirit  rendered  it  nearly  impossible  for  him 
to  have  any  enemies.  The  innocence  and  simpli- 
city cf  his  behavior,  the  sensibility  of  his  heart,  the 


fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  tbe  duties  of  life, 
the  equanimity  wiih  which  he  bore  its  rebnkes 
and  sufferings,  will  leave  a  lasting  impression  on 
the  mitids  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 

We  have  just  met  to  enter  upon  a  new  session; 
and  the  first  thing  almost  that  claims  our  attention— » 
coming,  as  it  were,  as  a  message  from  the  Execa<- 
ti  ve  on  high,  interrupting  the  salutations  of  friends^ 
marring  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion,  and  checking 
the  ardor  of  our  hopes — is  another  example,  in  the 
death  of  our  friend,  of  the  uncertainty  of  human. 
life.  It  could  not  have  come  on  a  more  fit  occa- 
sion. We  have  entered '  upon  a  new  portion  of 
ttme,  and  such  occasions  are  peculiarly  favorable 
to  moral  reflection.  Oa  an  entrance  on  a  new 
scene,  or  a  new  period  in  our  life,  a  contemplative 
mind  will  be  naturally  employed  in  estimating  its 
acquisitions,  comparing  its  improvements,  retrn- 
cina;  past  occurrences,  and  revolving  future  proi^ 
ptcis.  The  example  of  the  deceased  is  not  only 
before  you  for  such  a  wholesome  exercise  of  the 
mind;  but  to  it  may  be  added  his  voice,  which  may 
now  be  considered  as  addr^fig  you  from  the 
tomb,  and  enjoining  upon  yon  the  duty  of  prepaia- 
tion  for  another  life.  What  an  example  of  mor* 
tality  is  presented  on  tbe  present  oceasion!  With- 
out tbe  slightest  warning,  without  the  opportunity 
of  a  moment's  immediate  preparation,  away  from 
home,  and  alone,  the  deUroyir  met  him-— no  tender 
assiduities  of  friendship,  no  rell-known  voice,  no 
wife;  nor  son,  n«r  daughter  was  near  to  soothe  his 
sorrows  or  close  his  eyes  in  death.  May  this 
solemn  event  have  a  wide  spread  influence.  In- 
stead oi  murmuring  at  such  afflictive  dispensations 
which  separate  us  from  those  we  love  and  esteem, 
let  us  employ  them  as  motives  to  set  our  afiTections 
upon  the  more  lasting  things  of  another  world- 
remembering  that,  whatever  ties  of  affection  are 
broken  by  death,  whatever  pleasures  are  l»st  to  ns 
here,' are  only  taken  from  the  enjoyments  of  time, 
to  be  added  to  those  of  eternity. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
was  aged  about  fifty-  five  years.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
I  his  Slate,  and  was  at  one  time  Speaker  of  tbe 
House  of  Delegates.  During  the  whole  time  he 
was  a  member,  he  opposed  with  firmncv^  and  nn- 
abating  z*al  that  system  of  internal  improvements 
which  has  eventuated  in  overwhelming  the  State 
In  endless  taxation.  Those  who  are  now  lament- 
ing over  what  they  regard  tbe  evils  which  that 
policy  has  brought  upon  th«m,  will  cherish  in  high 
respect  his  sagacity  in  predicting  those  evils,  and 
the  pertinacity  with  wliich  he  resisted  the  system 
which  has  emailed  them  on  us.  Those  who  still 
believe  the  policy  to  have  been  a  wise  one,  must 
do  him  the  justice  to  admit  that  his  opposition  to  it 
was  as  honest  as  it  was  unyielding.  In  May, 
1841,  Mr.  Williams  was  elected  to  Congress,  and 
continued  a  member  of  this  body  up  to  the  time  of 
bis  death.  Heie,  as  he  was  in  the  Legislature  of 
his  Slate,  he  was  vigilant  and  regular  in  his  at- 
tendance upon  his  public  duties. 

In  him  the  Slate  of  Maryland  has  lost  a  faithful 
public  servant;  his  family  a  devoted  and  affec- 
tionate head;  and  his  friends  one  who  was  always 
ready  to  make  any  sacrifice  to  advance  their  in- 
terests. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Mason  offered  tbe  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  this  Houie  have  learned,  with  feelings  of 
deep  sensibility,  the  intelligence  of  the  decease  of  the  bonoiable 
.Iambs  W.  Williams,  late  a  member  of  this  Congress;  and  as 
an  evidence  of  ttie  sympathy  which  the  memben  entertain  and 
hereby  tender  to  his  survivins  relativee  and  personal  friende, 
they  will  wear  crape  oo  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved^  ako,  (as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,)  that  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Orderedy  That  the  Clerk  communicate  to  the  Senate  iofor- 
roation  of  the  death  of  Jambs  W.  Williams,  and  of  the  pro* 
ladings  of  this  House  thereon. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

[We  omitted  to  state,  in  our  report  of  yester* 
day^s  proceedings,  that  the  Hon.  Robert  C.  Win- 
throp, a  Representative  elect  from  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  tbe  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Nathan  Applston, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat.] 
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IN  SENATE 
W«DNB«DAT,  December  7,  1842. 

Tbe  PRE3IDBNT  pro  tern,  took  the  chair  at  13 
o*c1ocb;aDd 

The  proceedings  of  the  two  former  days  being 
read, 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hon.  Simuxl  C.  Crift,  Senator  elected 
by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  cf  Judge  Piibmti88 
which  were  read.  Mr.  C.  was  then  qualified  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  creden  ials  of  the 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Dattcn,  Senator  elected  by  the 
Legislatare  of  New  Jersey,  to  fill  tbe  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Bamusl  L. 
Sodtbard;  which  wpre  read.  Mr.  D.  was  then 
qoalified  and"  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  inform  the  House 
of  Repreaentatives  tliat  a  quorum  of  ttie  Senate  hare  assem. 
bled,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  buBlnesB. . 

Ob  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  it  was 

Heaoloedf  That  each  Senator  be  supplied  daily,  during  the 

Rreaont  session,  with  three  copies  of  such  daily  newspapers  as 
s  may  choose,  provided  that  they  be  furnished  at  the  usual 
raiesof  ADtiual  chai:ge  for  a  daily  paper;  and  provided  that 
any  Senator  thiniiiog  proper  to  latce  other  than  a  daily  paper, 
shall  be  entitled  to  so  many  such  other  papers  as  will  be  equal 
to  three  daily  papers. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  he  would,  en 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  bankrupt  law. 

BOARD  OF  EXGHEClUER. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  gave  notice  that  be  would, 
at  an  early  day,  a&k  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
modify  the  several  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  c)f 
the  United  Stat08. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Represeutat  ve^,  by  Matthbw  St.  Clair  CLAftKs, 
their  Clerk,  informing  the  Senate  that  a  quorum 
of  that  l>ody  had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  legislative  busiccss;  and  also  informing 
ihe  Senate  that  they  bad  passed  a  resolution,  and 
appointed  a  cammittee  under  it,  to  join  such  com- 
mittee as  might  he  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Housei  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were  rea- 
dy to  receive  any  communication  he  mi^ht  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KERR,  the  above  resolution 
was  concurred  in;  and  the  Chair  was  authorized 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  two  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate;    when 

Messrs.  KcRR  and  King  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

After  a  short  interval, 

Mr.  KERR,  from  tbe  above  committee,  stated 
that  the  joint  committee  had  waited  upon  the  Presi-» 
dent,  and  informed  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  had  assembled,  anil  were  ready  to  receive 
from  him  i^uch  communication  as  he  might  think 
proper  to  submit  to  them;  when  the  P.<'Sident  di- 
rected them  to  inform  their  respective  House.^  that 
he  would  forihwiih  submit  a  message  in  w/itiog.. 
Thereupon 

A  message  in  writing?  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of 
RoBBRT  Ttlbr,  esq.,  his  private  secretary,  which 
was  read,  as  follows: 

To  ihe  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 
We  have  continued  reason  to  express  our  pro- 
found gratitude  to  the  great  Creator  of  all  things 
for  numberless  benefits  conferred  upon  us  as  a  peo- 
ple. .  Blessed  with  genial  seasons,  the  husbandman 
has  his  garners  filled  with  abundance;  and  the 
necessanes  of  life,  not  to  speak  of  its  luxuries, 
abound  in  every  direction.  While  in  some  other 
nations  steady  and  industrious  labor  can  hardly 
find  the  means  of  subsistence,  the  greatest  evil 
which  we  have  to  encoUDter  is  a  surplus  of  pro- 
duction beyond  the  home  demand,  which  seeks, 
and  with  difficulty  finds,  a  partial  market  in  o^^er 


regions.  The  health  of  the  coantiy,  with  partial 
exceptions,  has,  for  the  past  year,  been  well  pre- 
served; and,  under  their  tree  and  wise  institutions, 
the  United  Slates  are  rapidly  advancing  towards 
the  consummation  of  the  high  destiny  which  an 
overrnling  Providence  seems  to  have  marked  out 
for  them.  Exempt  from  domestic  convulsion,  and 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  we  are  free  to  consult 
as  to  tbe  best  means  of  securing  and  advancing 
the  happiness  of  the  people.  Such  are  the  circum* 
stances  under  which  you  now  assemble  in  your  re- 
spective chambers,  and  which  shonld  lead  us  to 
unite  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  that  great 
Being  who  made  us,  and  who  preserves  us  as  a 
nation. 

I  congratulate  you,  fellow-citizens,  on  the  happy 
change  in  the  aspect  of%uT  foreign  affairs  since 
my  last  annual  Message.  Causes  of  complaint  at 
that  time  existed  between  the  United.  States  and 
Qreat  Britain,  which,  attended  by  irritating  cir- 
cumstances, threatened  most  seriously  the  public 
peace.  The  difficulty  of  adjusting  amicably  the 
questions  at  issue  between  the  two  coimtries,  was, 
in  no  small  degree,  augmented  by  the  lapse  of 
lime  since  they  had  their  origin.  The  opinions 
entertained  '^y  the  Executive  on  several  of  the 
leading  topics  in  dispute,  were  frankly  set  forth  in 
the  Message  at  the  opening  of  your  late  session. 
The  appointment  of  a  special  mini<«ter  by  Great 
Britain  to  the  United  States,  with  power  to  negoti- 
ate upK}n  most  of  the  points  of  difference,  indicated 
a  desire  on  her  part  amicably  to  adjust  them;  and 
that  minister  was  met  by  the  Executive  in  the  same 
spirit  which  had  dictated  his  mission.  The  treaty 
consequent  thereon,  having  been  duly  ratified  by 
the  two  Governments,  a  copy,  toother  with  the  cor- 
respondence which  accompanied  it,  is  herewith 
communicated.  I  trust  that,  whilst  you  may  see  in  it 
nothing  objectionable,  itmay  be  the  means  of  pre- 
serving, for  an  indefinite  period,  the  amicable  re- 
lations happily  existing  between  the  two  Gk)vem- 
ments.  The  question  of  peace  or  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  is  a  question  of 
the  deepest  interest,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  lo 
the  civilized  world;  since  it  is  scarcely  possible 
that  a  war  could  exist  between  them  without  en- 
dangering the  peace  of  Christendom.  The  imme- 
diate effect  of  the  treaty  upon  otirselves  will  be 
felt  in  the  security  afforded  to  mercantile  enter- 
prise, which,  no  longer  apprehensive  of  interrup** 
tion,  adventures  its  speculations  in  the  most  distant 
sea;  and, freighted  with  the  diversified  productions 
of  every  land,  returns  lo  bless  our  own.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  treaty  which,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
compromits  the  honor  or  dignity  of  either  nation. 
Next  to  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line,  which 
must  always  be  a  matter  of  difficulty  between 
States  as  between  individuals,  ihe  question  which 
seemed  to  threaten  the  greatest  embarrassment 
was  that  connected  with  the  African  slave-trade. 

By  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  it  was 
expressly  declared  that  "whereas  the  traffic  in 
slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity and  justice;  and  whereas  bolh  his  Majesty 
and  the  United  Stales  are  desirous  of  continuing 
their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition;  it  is 
hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contracting;  parties 
shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  de- 
sirable an  object."  In  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
and  treaty  stipulations  of  Great  Britain,  a  practice 
had  threatened  to  grow  up,  on  the  part  of  its 
cruisers,  of  subjecting  to  visitation  ships  sailing 
under  the  American  flag,  which,  while  it  seriously 
involved  our  maritime  rights,  would  subject  to  vex- 
ation a  branch  of  our  trade  which  was  daily  in- 
creasing, and  which  required  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Government.  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen, 
in  his  correspondence  with  the  American  envoys, 
at  London,  expressly  disclaimed  all  right  to  detain 
an  American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  found 
with  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  and  restricted  the 
British  pretension  lo  a  mere  claim  to  visit  and  in- 
quire; yet  it  could  not  well  be  discerned  by  ihe  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  how  such  visit  and  in- 
quiry could  be  made  without  detention  on  the  voy- 
age, and  consequent  interruption  to  the  trade.  It 
was  regarded  as  the  right  of  search,  presented  only 
in  a  new  form,  and  expressed  in  different  wordsj 


and  I  therefore  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  distinctly  to  de-- 
Clare,  in  my  annual  Message  to  Congress,  that  no 
such  concession  could  be  made,  and  that  the  Uni* 
ted  Slates  had  both  the  will  and  the  ability  to  en- 
force their  ownlaws,.and  to  protept  i»heir  flag  from 
being  used  for  purposes  wholly  forbidden  by  those 
laws,  and  obnoxious  to  the  moral  censure  of  the 
world.  Taking  the  Message  as  bis  letter  of  in- 
structions, our  then  Minister  at  Paris  felt  him- 
self required  to  assume  the  same  ground  in  a  re- 
monstrance which  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
present  to  M.  Guizot,  and,  through  him,  to  the 
King  of  the  French,  against  what  has  been  called 
the  Ctnintuple  Treaty;  and  his  conduct,  in  this 
respect,  met  with  the  approval  of  this  Government. 
In  close  conformity  with  these  views,  the  ei^hih 
article  of  the  treaty  was  framed,  which  provides 
that  "each  nation  shall  keep  afloat  in  the  African 
seas  a  force  of  not  less  than  eighty  guns,  to  act  sep- 
arately and  apart,  under  instructiomt  from  their  re- 
spective Gh)vemments,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
tneir  respective  laws  and  obligations."  From  this 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  Mes- 
sage has  been  fnlly  maintained,  at  the  same  lima 
that  the  stipulations  of  ihe  treaty  of  Ghent  are  to 
be  carried  out  in  good  faith  by  the  fwo  countries^ 
and  that  all  pretence  is  removed  for  interferenco 
with  our  commerce,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  by 
a  foreign  Grovernment.  While,  therefore,  the 
United  States  have  been  standing  up  for  the  free-> 
dom  of  the  seas,  they  have  not  thought  proper  to 
make  that  a  pretext  for  avoiding  a  fulfilment  of 
their  treaty  stipulations,  or  a  ground  lor  givinf^ 
countenance  to  a  trade  reprobated  by  our  laws. 
A  similar  arrangement  hj  the  other  grent  power? 
could  not  fail  lo  sweep  from  the  ocean  the  Slaves 
trade,  without  the  interpolation  of  any  new  prin-* 
ciple  into  the  maritime  code.  We  may  be  permit-« 
ted  to  hope  that  the  exanmle  thus  set  will  be  follow- 
ed by  some,  if  not  all  of^them.  We  thereby  also 
afford  suitable  protection  to  the  fair  trader  in  those 
seas;  thus  fulfilling  at  the  same  time  the  dictates 
of  a  sound  policy,  and  complying  with  the  claims 
of  justice  and  humanity. 

It  would  have  furnished  additional  cause  for  con* 
gratnlation,  if  the  treaty  could  have  embraced  all 
subjects  calculated  in  future  to  lead  to  a  misunder-> 
standing  between  the  two  Governments,  The  ter*" 
ritory  of  the  United  States,  commonly  called  the 
Oregon  Territory,  lying  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  north, 
of  the  forty-second  degree  of  latitude,  to  a  portion 
of  which  Great  Britain  lays  claim,  begins  to  attract 
ihe  attention  of  our  fellow-citizens;  and  ihe  tide  of 
population,  which  has  reclaimed  what  was  so  lately 
an  unbroken  wilderness  in  more  conliguops  re^ 
gions,  is  preparing  to  flow  over  those  vast  districts 
which  stretch  from  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the 
'  Pacific  ocean.  In  advance  of  the  acquirement  of 
individual  rights  to  these  lands,  so^na  policy  dic- 
tates that  every  effort  should  be  resorted  to  by  the 
two  (Jovemmenis  to  settle  their  respective  claims* 
It  became  manifest,  at  an  early  hour  of  the  latei 
negotiations,  that  any  attempt,  lor  the  time  being, 
saiislaclorily  to  determine  those  rights,  would  lesuf 
to  a  protracted  discussion,  which  might  embrace^ 
in  its  failure  other  more  pressing  matters;  and  the 
Executive  did  not  regard  it  as  proper  lo  waive  all 
the  advantages  of  an  honorable  adiustmeni  of  other 
difficulties  of  great  magnitude  and  imporiance,  be« 
cause  this,  not  so  immediately  pressing,  stood  in 
the  way.  Although  the  difficulty  referred  to  may 
not,  for  several  years  lo  come,  involve  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries,  yet  I  shall  not  delay  to  urge  on 
Great  Britain  the  imporiance  of  its  early  settle* 
ment.    Nor  will  other  matters  of  commercial  im- 

Eortance  lo  the  two  countries  be  overlooked;  and  I 
ave  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  comport 
with  the  policy  of  England,  as  it  does  with  that  of 
the  United  States,  to  seize  uik)n  this  moment,  when, 
most  of  the  causes  of  irritation  have  passed  away^ 
to  cement  the  peace  and  amity  of  the  iwo  countries, 
by  wisely  removing  all  grounds  of  probable  future 
collision. 

With  the  other  powers  of  Europe  our  relations 
continue  on  the  most  amicable  footing.  Treaties 
now  existing  with  them  should  be  rigidly  observed; 
and  every  opportunity,  compatible  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  should  be  seized  upon  to 


u 


CONGRESSIONAL  OL(»£. 


'*^^r. 


MUn 


i^-iltai  --11 


enlargeibe  basis  of  commercial  intercourse.  Peace 
witk  all  the  world  is  the  irne  foundaiioaof  oor 
p  »Ucy,  which  can  only  be  rendered  permaneat  by 
iiie  praciice  of  eqaal  and  impartial  justice  to  all. 
Our  great  desire  bhould  be  to  enter  only  into  that 
rivalry  which  looks  to  the  genera)  good,  m  the  cnl- 
livaiion  of  the  sciences,  the  enlargement  of  the 
field  for  the  exercise  of  the  mechanical  arts,  and 
the  spread  of  commerce  (that  ereat  ciFilizer)  to 
every  land  and  sea.  Caretally  aostaining  from  in* 
terterence  in  all  qaestioos  exclusively  referring 
themselves  to  the  political  interests  of  Kurope,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  hope  an  equal  exemption  from 
the  interlerence  of  European  Governments  in  what 
relates  to  the  States  of  the  American  continent. 

On  the  '23d  of  April  last,  the  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  conven* 
tion  with  the  Mexican  Republic  of  tl^e  Uth  of 
April,  1839,  made  to  the  proper  department  a 
final  report  in  relation  to  toe  proceeaiogs  o(  the 
commission.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  total 
amount  awarded  to  the  claimants  by  the  com- 
mi.ssloners  and  the  umpire  appointed  nnder  that 
convention,  was  two  million  twenty-six  thousand 
and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents.  The 
arbiter  having  considered  that  his  functions  were 
j-equired  by  the  convention  to  terminate  at  the 
?iauie  lime  with  those  of  the  commissioners,  return- 
ed to  the  board,  undecided  for  want  of  time,  claims 
which  had  been  allowed  by  the  American  commis- 
sioners, to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and 
eigbty^eight  cents.  Other  claim*:,  in  which  the 
amount  sought  to  be  recovered  was  three  million 
three  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  live  cents,  were 
submitted  to  the  board  too  late  fur  its  consideration. 
The  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico  has 
been  duly  authorized  to  make  demand  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  awards,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
convention,  and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  ISth  of  June,  1840.  He  has  also  been 
instructed  to  communicate  to  that  Government  the 
expectations  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  m  relation  to  those  claims  which  were  not 
disposed  of  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention, and  all  others  of  citizens  of  the  United 
'States  against  the  Mexican  Government.  He  has 
also  been  furnished  with  other  instructions,  to  be 
followed  by  him  in  case  the  Government  of  Mexico 
should  not  find  itself  in  a  condition  to  make  pres- 
ent payment  of  the  amount  of  the  awards,  in  specie 
or  iis  eouivalent. 

I  am  nappy  to  be  able  to  say  that  information 
which  is  esteemed  favorable,  both  to  a  just  satis- 
faction of  the  awards,  and  a  reasonable  provision 
for  01  her  claims,  has  been  recently  received  from 
Mr.  Thompson,  the  Minister  of  the  United  Stales, 
who  has  promptly  and  efficiently  executed  the  in- 
Mruciions  of  his  Government  in  regard  to  this  im- 
portant subject. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  accom- 
panied the  late  Texan  expedition  to  Santa  Fe,  and 
who  were  wrongfully  taken  and  held  as  prisonejs 
of  war  in  Mexico,  have  all  been  liberated. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  beiweea  the 
Depart noent  of  Slate  and  the  Mexican  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  upon  the  complaint  of  Mexico 
that  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  were  permitted 
to  give  aid  to  the  inhabitants  of  Texas  in  the  war 
existing  between  her  and  that  republic.  Copies  of 
ihis  correspondence  are  herewiin  communicated  to 
Congresj?,  together  with  copies  of  letters  on  the 
same  subieci.  addressed  to  the  diplomatic  corps  at 
Mexico,  by  ibe  American  Minister  and  the  Mexi- 
can Secretary  of  State. 

Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  reciprocate  the 
mission  of  the  United  States  to  thattSovernmenr, 
by  accrediting  to  this  a  minister  of  the  same  rank 
as  that  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States  in 
Mexico.  From  the  circumstances  connected  with 
this  mission,  favorable  results  are  anticipated  from 
it.  It  is  so  obviously  for  the  interest  or  both  coun- 
tries, as  neighbors  and  friends,  that  all  just  causes  of 
mutual  dissatisfaction  should  be  removed,  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped  neither  will  omit  or  delay  the  employ- 
ment or  any  practicable  and  honorable  means  to 
accomplish  that  end. 

The  affairs  pending  between  this  Government 
and  several  others  of  the  States  of  this  hemisphere 
formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  have  again, 
within  the  past  year,  been  materially  obstructed 
by  the  military  revolutions  and  conflicts  in  those 
countries. 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 


States  and  the  Republic  of  Ecuador,  of  the  I3ih  of 
June,  1839,  have  been  exchanged,  and  that  instru- 
ment has  been  duly  promulgated  on  the  part  of  this 
Government.  Copies  are  now  communicated  to 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  enable  that  body  to  make 
such  changes  in  the  laws  applicable  to  our  inter-, 
course  wim  that  Republic  as  may  be  deemed  re- 
quisite. 

Provision  has  been  made  by  the  Government  of 
Chili  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  on  account  of 
the  illegal  detention  of  the  brig  Warrior  at  Coquim* 
bo,  in  1820.  This  Government  has  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  other  claims  of  our  citizens  against  Chili 
will  be  hastened  to  a  final  and  satisfactory  close. 

The  empire  of  Brazil  has  not  been  altogether 
exempt  from  those  convulsions  which  so  constant- 
ly afilict  the  neighboring  republics.  Disturbances 
which  recently  oroke  out  are,  however,  now  un- 
understood  to  be  quieted.  But  these  occurrences, 
by  threatening  the  smbility  of  the  Governments,  or 
by  causing  incessani  and  violent  changes  in  them, 
or  in  the  persons  who  administer  them,  tend  great- 
ly to  retard  provisions  fdr  a  just  indemnity  for  loss- 
es and  injuries  suffered  by  individual  subjects  or 
citizens  of  other  Slates.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  feel  it  to  be  its  duty,  however,  to 
consent  to  no  delay,  not  unavoidable,  in  making 
satisfaction  for  wrongs  and  injuries  sustained  by 
its  own  citizens.  Many  years  having,  in  some 
cases,  elapsed,  a  decisive  and  eflectual  course  of 
proceeding  will  be  demanded  of  the  respective 
Governments  against  whom  claims  have  been  pre- 
ferred. 

The  vexatious,  harassiner,  and  expensive  war 
which  so  long  prevailed  with  the  Indian  tribes  in- 
habiting the  peninsula  of  Florida,  has  happily  been 
terminated;  whereby  our  army  has  been  relieved 
from  a  service  of  the  most  disagreeable  character, 
and  the  treasury  from  a  large  expenditure.  Some 
casual  outbreaks  may  occur,  such  as  are  incident 
to  the  cloiqe  proximity  of  border  settlers  and  the 
Indians;  but  these,  as  in  all  other  cases,  may  be  leA 
to  the  care  of  the  local  anthorilies,  aided,  when 
occasion  may  require,  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
States.  A  sufficient  number  of  troops  will  be 
maintained  in  Florida,  so  long  as  the  remotest  ap- 
prehensions of  danger  shall  exist;  ^et  their  duties 
will  be  limited  rather  to  ihe  garrisonmgof  the  neces- 
sary posts,  than  to  the  maintenance  of  active  ho6tili- 
ties.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  territory,  so  long  re- 
tarded in  its  growth,  will  now  speedily  recover 
from  the  evils  incident  to  a  protracted  war,  exhib- 
iting, in  the  increased  amount  of  its  rich  produc- 
tions, true  evidences  of  reluming  wealth  and  pros- 
perity. By  the  practice  of  rigid  justice  towards 
the  numerous  Indian  tribes  residing  within  our 
territorial  limits,  and  the  exercise  of  a  parental 
vigilance  over  their  interests,  protecting  them 
against  fraud  and  intrasion,  and  at  the  same  time 
using  every  proper  expedient  to  introduce  among 
them  the«rts  of  civilized  life,  we  may  fondly  hope 
not  only  to  wean  them  from  their  love  for  war, 
but  to  inspire  them  with  a  love  for  peace  and  all 
its  avocations.  With  several  of  the  tribes,  great 
progress  in  civilizing  them  has  already  been  made. 
The  schoolmaster  and  the  missionary  are  found 
side  by  side;  and  the  remnants  of  what  were  once 
numerous  and  powerfnl  nations  may  yet  be  pre- 
served as  the  builders  up  of  a  new  name  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1843,  (exclusive  of  the  amount  deposited  with 
the  States^rust  funds,  and  indemnities,)  was  $230,- 
483  68.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  from  all 
sources,  amount  to  $36,616,593  78;  of  which  more 
than  fourteen  millions  were  received,  from  cus- 
toms, and  about  one  million  from  the  public  lands. 
The  receipts  for  the  fourth  quarter  are  astimated  at 
nearly  eight  millions;  of  which  four  millions  are 
expected  from  customs,  and  three  millions  and  a 
half  from  loans  and  treasury  notes.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  first  three  (^narters  of  the  present  year 
exceed  twenty-six  millions,  and  those  estimated  for 
the  fourth  quarter  amount  to  about  eight  millions; 
and  it  is  anticipated  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of 
half  a  million  on  the  1st  January  next;  but  that  the 
amount  of  outstanding  warrants(estimated  at  S800,- 
000)  will  leave  an  actual  balance  of  about  $324,000 
in  the  treasury.  Amone  the  expenditures  of  the 
year,  are  more  than  eight  millions  for  the  public 
debt,  and  1600,000  on  account  of  the  distribution  to 
the  States  of  tne  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  (public 
lands. 

The  present  tariff  of  duties  was  somewhat  lias- 


tily  and  hurriedly  passed  near  the  close  of  the  late 
session  of  Congress.  That  it  should  have  defects, 
can,  therefore,  be  surprising  to  no  one.  To  rem- 
edy such  defects  as  may  be  foimd  to  exist  in  many 
of  its  numerous  piovi^ns,  will  not  fail  to  claim 
your  serious  attention.  It  may  well  merit  in- 
quiry, whether  the  exsction  of  all  duties  in  cash 
does  not  call  for  ih^  introduction  of  a  system 
which  has  proved  highly  beneficial  in  coantries 
where  it  has  been  adopted.  I  refer  to  the  ware- 
housing system.  The  first  and  most  prominent 
effect  which  it  would  produce,  would  be  to  protect 
the  market  alike  against  redundant  or  deficient 
supplies  of  foreip;n  fabrics;  both  of  which,  in  the 
long  run,  are  injurious  as  well  to  the  manofacta- 
rer  as  to  the  importer.  The  qaantity  of  goods  in 
store  being  at  all  times  readily  known,  it  would  en- 
able the  importer,  with  an  approach  to  accuracy,  to 
ascertain  tne  actual  wants  of  the  market,  and  to 
regulate  himself  accordingly.  If,  however,  he 
should  fall  into  error,  by  importing  an  excess  iJx>ve 
the  public  wants,  he  could  readily  correct  its  evils 
by  availing  himself  of  the  benefits  and  advantages 
ot  the  system  thus  established.  In  the  storehouse, 
the  goods  imported  would  await  the  demands  of 
the  market;  and  their  issues  would  be  governed  by 
the  fixed  principles  of  demand  and  supply.  Thus 
an  approximation  would  be  made  lo  a  steadiness 
and  uniformity  of  price,  which,  if  attainable,  would 
conduce  to  the  decided  advantage  of  mercantile 
and  mechanical  operations. 

The  apprehension  may  be  well  entertained,  that, 
without  something  to  ameliorate  the  rigor  or  cash 
payments,  the  entire  import  trade  may  fkll  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  wealthy  capitalists  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe.  The  small  importer,  who  requires 
all  the  money  he  can  raise  for  investments  abroad, 
and  who  can  but  ill  afford  to  pay  the  lowest  daty, 
would  have  to  subduct  in  advance  a  portion  of  his 
funds,  in  order  to  pay  the  duties,  and  would  lose 
the  interest  upon  the  amount  thns  paid  for  all  the 
lime  the  goods  might  remain  unsold;  which  might 
absorb  his  profits.  The  rich  capitalist  abroad,  as 
well  as  at  nome,  would  thus  possess,  afler  a  short 
time,  an  almost  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  import 
trade;  and  laws  designed  for  tne  benefit  of  all, 
would  thus  operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  few— a  re- 
sult wholly  uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  anti-republican  in  all  its  tendencies. 
The  warehousing  system  would  enable  the  import- 
er to  watch  the  market,  and  to  select  his  own  time 
for  offering  his  goods  for  sale.  A  profitable  por- 
tion of  the  carrying  trade  in  articles  entered  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback,  must  also  be  most  seriously 
affected,  without  the  adoption  of  some  expedient  to 
relieve  the  cash  system.  The  warehousing  sys- 
tem would  afford  that  relief,  since  the  carrier 
would  have  a  safe  recourse  to  the  public  store- 
houses, and  might,  without  advancing  the  duty,  re- 
ship  within  some  reasonable  period  to  foreign  ports. 
A  rurther  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  snper- 
sede  the  system  of  drawbacks,  thereby  effectually 
protecting,  the  Gk)vernment  against  fraud,  as  the 
right  of  debenture  would  not  attach  to  goods  aAer 
their  withdrawal  from  the  public  stores. 

In  revising  the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  should 

fou  deem  it  proper  to  do  so  at  your  present  session, 
can  only  repeat  the  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions which,  upon  several  occasions,  I  have  here- 
tofore felt  it  to  be  my  duly  to  ofier  to  Congress. 
The*  great  primary  and  controlling  interest  of  the 
American  people  is  union;  union,  not  only  in  the 
mere  forms  of  government — forms  which  may  be 
broken— but  union  founded  in  an  attachment  of 
States  and  individuals  for  each  other.  This  union 
in  sentiment  and  feeling  can  only  be  preserved  by 
the  adoption  of  that  course  of  policy. which,  nei- 
ther giving  exclusive  benefits  to  some,  nor  impos- 
ing unnece>sary  burdens  upon  others,  shall  consult 
the  interests  of  all,  by  pursuing  a  course  of  moder- 
ation, and  thereby  seeking  to  harmonize  public 
opinion,  and  causing  the  people  everywhere  to  feel 
and  to  know  that  the  Government  is  careful  of  the 
interests  of  all  alike.  Nor  is  there  any  subject  in 
regard  to  which  moderation,  connected  with  a 
wise  discrimination,  is  more  necessary  than  in  the 
imposition  of  duties  on  imports.  Whether  refer- 
ence be  had  to  revenue— the  primary  object  in 
the  imposition  of  taxes — or  to  the  incidents  which 
necessarily  flow  from  their  imposition,  this  is  en- 
tirely true.  Extravagant  duties  defeat  their  end 
and  object,  not  only  by  exciting  in  the  public  mind 
an  hostility  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  but  by 
inducing  a  system  of  smuggling  on  an  extensive 
scale,  and  the  practice  of  every  manner  of  fraa4 
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iipon  the  revenue,  which  the  utmost  vigilance  of 
Government  cannot  effectually  suppress.  An  opi 
posiie  course  of  policy  would  be  atleuded  by  re- 
sults essentially  different,  of  which  every  interes- 
of  society — and  noziB  more  than  those  of  the  manu- 
facturer-* wouH  reap  important  advantages. 
Among  the  most  striking  of  its  benefits  would 
be  that  derived  from  the  general  acquiescence  of 
the  country  in  its  snpport,  and  the  consequent 
permanency  and  stability  which  would  be  given 
to  all  the  operations  of  industry.  It  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated,  that  no  system  of  legij^jation  can 
be  wise,  which  is  fluctuating  and  uncertain.  No 
interest  can  thrive  under  it.  The  prudent  capi- 
talist will  never  adventure  his  capital  in  manu- 
facturing establishments,  or  in  any  other  leading 
pursuit  of  life,  if  there  exists  a  slate  of  uncer- 
tainty as  to  whether  the  Government  will  repeal 
to-morrow  what  it  has  enacted  to-day.  Fitful 
profits,  however  high,  if  threatened  with  a  ruinous 
reduction  by  a  vacillating  policy  on  the  part  of 
Government,  will  scarcely  tempt  him  to  trust  the 
money  which  he  h&s  acquifed  by  a  life  of  labor 
upon  the  uncertain  adventure.  I,  therefore,  in  the 
spirit  of  conciliation,  and  influenced  by  no  other 
desire  than  to  rescue  the  great  interests  of  the 
country  from  the  vortex  of  political  contention, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  solemn  du- 
ties of  the  place  which  I  now  occupy,  recom- 
mend moderate  duties,  imposed  with  a  wise  dis- 
crimination  as  to  their  several  objects,  as  being 
not  only  most  likely  to  be  durable,  but  niost  advan- 
tageous to  every  interest  of  society. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment exhibits  sb  very  full  and  satisfactory  account 
of  the  various  and  important  interests  committed 
to  the  charge  of  that  officer.  It  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  find  that  the  expenditures  lor  the  mili- 
tary service  are  greatly  reduced  in  amount;  that  a 
strict  system  of  economy  has  been  introduced  into 
the  service,  and  the  abuses  of  past  years  greatly 
reformed.  The  fortifications  on  our  maritime 
frontier  have  been  prosecuted  with  much  vigor, 
and  at  many  points  our  defences  are  in  a  very  con- 
siderable state  of  forwardness.  1  he  suggestions 
in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  meaas  of  com-' 
municalion  with  our  territories  on  the  Pacific,  and 
to  the  surveys  so  essential  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
resources  of  the  intermediate  country,  are  entitled 
to  the  most  favorable  consideration.  While  1 
would  propase  nothing  inconsistent  with  friendly 
negotiations  to  settle  the  extent  of  our  claims  in 
that  region,  yet  a  prudent  forecast  points  out  the 
necessity  of  such  measures  as  may  enable  us  to 
maintain  our  rights.    The  arrangements  made  tor 

S reserving  oar  neutral  relations  on  the  boundary 
elween  us  and  Texas,  and  keeping  in  check  the 
Indians  in  that  quarter,  viiM  be  maintained  so  long 
a.s  circumstances  may  require. 

For  several  years  angry  contentions  have  grown 
out  of  the  disposition  directed  by  law  to  be  made  c^ 
the  mineral  lands  held  by  the  Government  in  seve- 
ral of  the  Slates.  The  Government  is  constituted 
the  landlord,  and  the  citizens  of  the  States  wherein 
lie  the  lands  are  its  tenants.  The  relation  is  an 
unwise  one;  and  it  would  be  much  more  conducive 
to  the  public  interest  that  a  sale  of  the  lands  should 
be  made,  than  thai  they  should  remain  in  their 

£  resent  condition.  The  supply  of  the  ore  would 
e  more  abundantly  and  certainly  furnished  when 
to  be  drawn,  from  the  enterprise  and  the  industry 
of  the  proprietor,  than  under  the  present  system. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Secretary  m  regard 
to  the  improvements  of  the  Western  waters,  and 
certain  prominent,  harbors  on  the  lakes,  merit,  and 
I  doubt  not  will  receive,  your  serious  attention. 
The  great  importance  of  these  subjects  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  extensive  region  referred  to,  and  the 
security  of  the  whole  country  in  lime  of  war,  can- 
not escape  observation.  The  losses  of  life  and 
property  which  annually  occur  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  alone,  because  of  the  dangerous 
obstructions  in  the  river,  make  a  loud  demand 
upon  Congress  for  the  adoption  of  efficient  meas- 
ures for  their  removal. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
bring  you  acquainted  with  that  important  branch 
of  the  public  defences.  Considering  the  already 
vast  and  daily  increasing  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, apart  from  the  exposure  to  hostile  inroad  of 
an  extended  seaboard,  all  that  relates  to  the  navy  is 
calculated  to  excite  particular  attention.  What- 
ever tends  to  add  to  its  efficiency,  without  entail- 
ing unnecessary  charges  upon  the  treasury,  is  well 
worthy  of  your  serious  consideration.    It  will  be 


seen,  that  while  an  appropriation  exceeding  by  more 
than  a  million  the  appropriations  of  the  present 
year,  is  asked  by  the  Secretary,  yet  that,  in  this 
sum,  is  proposed  to  be  included  $400,000  for  the 
purchase  of  clothing,  which,  when  once  expend- 
ed, will  be  annually  reimburse  by  the  sale  of  the 
clothes,  and  will  thus  constitute  a  perpetual  fund, 
without  any  new  appropriation  to  the  same  object. 
To  this  may  also  be  added  $50,000  asked  to  cover 
the  arrearages  of  past  years,  and  $850,000  in  order 
to  maintain  a  competent  squadron  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  all  of  which,  when  deducted,  will  reduce 
the  expenditures  nearly  within  the  limits  of  those 
of  the  current  year.  While,  however,  the  expen- 
ditures will  thus  remain  very  nearly  the  same  as 
of  the  antecedent  year,  it  is  proposed  to  add  greatly 
to  the  operations  of  the  marine,  and,  in  lieu  of 
only  twenty-five  ships  in  commission,  and  but  little 
in  the  way  of  building,  to  keep,  with  the  same  ex- 
penditure, forty-one  vessels  afloat,  and  to  build 
twelve  ships  of'^a  small  class. 

A  strict  system  of  accountability  is  established, 
and  great  pains  are  taken  to  insure  industry, 
fidelity,  and  economy  in  every  department  of  duty. 
Experiments  have  l>een  institntea  to  test  the  qual- 
ity of  various  materials,  (particularly  copper,  iron, 
and  coal,)  so  as  to  prevent  fraud  and  imposition. 

It  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  that  the  great  point  which,  for  several 
years,  has  been  so  much  desired,  has.  during  the  . 
current  year,  been  fully  accomplishea.  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  department  for  the  current  year 
tave  been  brought  within  its  income,  without  les- 
sening its  general  usefulness.  There  has  been  an 
increase  of  revenue  equal  to  $166,000  for  the  year 
1843  over  that  of  1841,  without,  as  it  is  believed, 
any  addition  having  been  made  to  the  number  of 
letters  and  newspapers  transmitted  through  the 
mails.  Thr3  Post  Office  laws  have  been  honestly 
administered,  and  fidelity  has  been  observed  in  ac- 
counting for,  and  paying  over  by  the  subordinates 
of  the  department,  the  moneys  which  have  been 
received.  For  the  detai's  of  the  service,  I  refer 
you  to  the  report. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  exhibition  thus  made  of 
the  condition  of  th^  public  administration  will  serve 
to  convince  you  that  every  proper  attention  has  been 

!)aid  to  the  interests  of  the  country  by  those  who 
lave  been  called  to  the  heads  of  the  different  depart- 
ments. The  reduction  in  the  annual  expenditures 
of  the  Government  already  accomplished,  furnishes 
a  sure  evidence  that  economy  in  the  application  of 
the  public  moneys  is  regarded  as  a  paramount 
duty. 

♦  At  peace  with  all  the  world — the  personal  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen  sacredly  maintained,  and  his 
rights  secured  under  political  in?titution§  deriving 
all  their  authority  from  the  direct  sanction  cf  the 
people — with  a  soil  fertile  almost  be^^nd  example, 
and  a  country  blessed  with  every  diversity  of  cli- 
mate and  priKluction,  what  remains  to  be  done  in 
order  to  aavance  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
such  a  peopled  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  this 
inquiry  could  readily  be  answered.  The  best  that 
probably  could  be  done  for  a  people  inhabiting  such 
a  country,  would  be  to  fortify  their  peace  and  se- 
curity in  the  prosecution  of  their  various  pursuits, 
by  guarding  them  against  invasion  from  without, 
and  violep^e  from  within.  The  rest,  for  the  greater 
part,  might  be  left  to  their  own  energy  and  enter- 
prise. The  chief  embarrassments  which,  at  the 
moment,  exhibit  themselves,  have  arisen  from  over- 
action;  and  the  most  difficult  task  which  remains 
to  be  accomplished  is  that  of  correcting  and  over- 
coming its  effects.  Between  the  years  1833  and 
1838,  additions  were  made  to  bank  capital  and 
bank  issues,  in  the  form  of  notes  designee!  for  cir- 
culation, to  an  extent  enormously  great.  The  que.s- 
tion  seemed  to  be,  not  how  the  best  currency 
could  be  provided,  but  in  what  manner  the  great- 
est amount  of  bank  paper  could  be  put  in  circula- 
tion. Thus,  a  vast  amount  of  what  was  called 
money — since,  for  the  time  being,  it  answered  the 
purposes  of  money — was  thrown  uison  the  country; 
an  over-issue  which  was  attendee!,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  by  an  extravagant  increase  of  the 
prices  of  all  articles  of  property,  the  spread  of  a 
speculative  mania  all  over  the  country,  and  has 
finally  ended  in  a  general  indebtedness  on  the 
part  of  States  and  individuals,  the  prostration  of 
public  and  private  credit,  a  depreciation  in  the 
market  value  of  real  and  personal  estate,  and 
has  left  large  districts  of  country  almost  en- 
tirely without  any  circulating  medium.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that,  in  1830,  the  whole  bank-note 


circulation  within  the  United  States' amounted 
to.  but  $61,323,898,  aocosding  to  the  Treasury 
statements,  and  that  an  addition  bari  been  made 
thereto  of  the  enormoas  sum  of  $88,000,000 
in  seven  years,  (the  circulation  on  Che  1st  January, 
1837,  being  stated  at  $149,165,890,)  aided  by  the 
great  facilities  afforded  in  obtaining  loans  from 
European  capitalists,  who  were  seized  wiih  the 
same  speculative  mani&  which  prevailed  in  the 
United  State&^and  the  large  importations  of  funds 
from  abroad,  the  resnlt  of  stock  sales  and  lo^^ns — 
no  one  can  be  surprised  at  the  apparent,  but  unsub- 
stantial, state  of  prosperity  which  everywhere  pre- 
vailed over  the  land;  and  while  little  cause  of  sur- 
prise should  be  felt  at  the  present  prostration  uf  ev- 
enrthingj  and  the  ruin  which  has  befallen  so  many 
of'^our  fellow-citizens  in  the  sudden  withdrawal 
from  circulation  of  so  large  an  amount  of  bank  is* 
sues  since  1837 — exceeding,  as  is  believed,  the 
amount  added  to  the  paper  currency  for  a  similar 
period  antecedent  to  1637-'it  ceases  to  be  a  matter 
of  astonishment  that  such  extensive  shipwreck 
should  have  been  made  of  private  fortunes,  or  that 
difficulties  should  exist  in  meeting  their  engage- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  debterStates.  Apart  from 
which,  if  there  be  taken  into  account  the  immense 
losses  sustained  in  the  dishonor  of  numerous  batiks, 
it  is  less  a  matter  of  surprise  that  insolvency  should 
have  visited  many  of  our  fellow-citizens,  than  that 
so  many  should  have  escapetT  the  blighting  influ- 
ences of  the  times. 

In  the  solemn  conviction  of  these  truths,  and 
with  an  ardent  desire  to  m^t  the  pressing  necessi- 
ties of  the  country,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duly  to  cause 
to  be  submitted  to  you,  at  the  commencement  of 
your  late  session,  the  plan  of  an  Exchequer ;  the 
whole  power  and  duty  of  maintaining  which,  in 
purity  and  vi«)r,  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  of  the  States,  and,  there- 
fore, virtually  by  the  people  themselves.    It  was 
proposed  to  place  it  under-  the  control  and  direc-* 
tion  of  a  treasury  board,  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioners, whose  duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  the 
law  of  its  creation  was  faith Aally  executed;  and 
that  the  great  end  of  supplying  a  paper  medium  of 
exchange,  at  all  times  convertible  into  gold  and 
.silver,  should  be  attained.    The  board,  thus  consti- 
tuted, was  given  as  much  permanency  as  could  be 
imparted  to  it,   without  endangering  the  proper 
share  of  responsibility  which  should  attach  to  all 
public  agents.    In  order  to  insure  all  the  ad  van- . 
tages  of  a  well-matured  experience,  the  commis- 
sioners were  to  hold  their  offices  for  the  respective 
periods  of  two,  four,  and  six  years;  thereby  seen- 
ing,  at  all  times,  in  the  management  e(  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  services  of  two  men  of  experience; 
and  to  place  them  in  a  condition  to  exercise  perfect 
independence  of  mind  and  action,  it  was  provided 
that  their  removal  should  only  take  place  for  ac- 
tual incapacity  or  infidelity  to  the  trust,  and  to  be 
followed  by  the  President  with  an  exposition  of 
the  causes  of  such  removal,  should  it  occur,    It 
was  proposed  to  establish  subordinate  board^n  each 
^  of  the  States,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  limit- 
ations of  the  power  of  removal,  which,  with  the  cen- 
tral board,  should  receive,  safely  keep,  and  disburse 
the  public  moneys;  and  in  order  to  furnish  a  sound 
paper  medium  of  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should 
retain  of  the  revenucF  ol  tne  Government  a  sum  not 
to  exceed  $5,000,000  in  specie,  to  be  set  apart  as  re- 
quired by  its  operations,  and  to  pay  tne  public 
credflor,  at  his  own  option,  either  in  specie,  or  treas- 
ury notes  o(  denominations  not  less  than  five,  nor 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  whiA  notes  should 
be  redeemed  at  the  several  places  of  issne^  and  to 
be  receivable  at  all  times  and  everywhere  jn  pay- 
ment of  Government  dues;  with  a  restraint  upon 
such  issue  of  bills,  that  the  same  should  not  ex- 
ceed the  maximum  of  $15,000,000.     In  order  to 
guard  against  all  the  hazards  incident  to  fluctua- 
tions in  trade,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
invested    with   authority   to  issue    $5,000,000  of 
Gkivern men t  stock,  should  the  same  at  any  time  be 
regarded  as  necessary,  in  order  to  place  beyond 
hazard  the  prompt  redemption  of  the  bills  which 
might  be  thrown  into  circulation:   thus,  in  fact, 
making  the  is^ue  of  $15,000,000  of  exchequer  bills 
rest  substantially  on  $10,000,000;  and  keeping  in 
circulation  never  more  than  one  and  one-half  dol- 
lar for  every  dollar  in  specie.    When  to  this  it  is 
added  that  the  bills  are  not  only  everywhere  re- 
ceivable in  Government  dues,  but  that  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  would  be  bound  for  their  ultimate 
redemption,  no  rational  doubt  can  exist  that  the 
paper  which  the  Exchequer  would  ftimish  would 
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readily  enter  into  general  circulation,  and  be  main- 
latnedat  all  times  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and 
sil^T;  ibereby  realizing   the  great  want  of  the 
a^e,  and  follinin^  the  wishes  of  the  people.    In 
oicter  lo  reimburse  the  Government  the  expenses 
oi    ihe  plan,  it  was  proposed  lo  invest  the  Ex- 
chequer With  the  limited  authority  to  deal  m  bills 
of  exchange,  (unless  prohibited  by  the  'State  m 
which  an  agency  might  be  situated,)  having  only 
thirty  days  to  run,  and  resting  on  a  fair  and  6011a 
iuU  basis.    The  legislative  will  on  this  point  might 
be  so  plainly  announced,  as  to  avoid  all  pretext  for 
partiality  or  favoritism.    It  was  ftirthermore  pro- 
posed to  invest  this  Treasury  agent  with  authority  to 
receive  on  deposite,  to  a  limited  amount,  the  specie 
fimds  of  individuals,  and  to  grant  certiecates  there- 
for, 10  be  redeemed  on  presentation,  under  the  ideS 
(which  is  believed  to  De  well  founded)  that  such 
certificates  would  come  in  aid  ot  the  exchequer 
bills  in  supplying  a  safe  and  ample  paper  circula- 
tion.   Or,  if  in  place  of  the  contemplated  dealings 
in  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should  be  authorized 
noi  only  to  exchange  its  bills  for  actual  deposites  of 
specie,  but  for  specie  or  its  equivalents  to  sell  drafts, 
charging  therefor  a  small  but  reasonable  premium. 
1  eannot  doubt  but  that  the  benefits  of  the  law  would 
he  speedily  manifested  in  the  revival  of  the  credit, 
trade,  and  business  of  the  whole  country.    Enter- 
laining  this  opinion,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  urge 
ius  adoption  upon  Congress,  by  reference  to  the 
strongest  considerations  of  the  public  inierests,  with 
such  alterations  in  its  details  as  Congress  may  in 
itN  wisdom  see  fit  to  make. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  proposed  alteration  and 
amendment  of  the  laws  establishing  the  Treasury 
Department  has  encountered  various  objections; 
and  thai,  amongothers.it  has  been  proclaimed  a 
Government  bank  of  fearful  and  dangerous  im- 
port. It  is  proposed  to  confer  upon  it  no  extraor- 
dinary powers.  It  purports  to  do  no  more  than  pay 
the  debts  of  the  Gk>vernment  with  the  redeemable 
paper  of  the  Government;  in  which  respect,  it  ac- 
complishes precisely  what  ihe  Treasury  does  daily 
at  this  time— in  issuing  to  the  public  creditors  the 
treasury  notes,  which,  under  law,  it  is  authorized  to 
issue.  It  has  no  resemblance  to  an  ordinary  bank, 
as  it  furnishes  no  profits  10  private  siockholders, 
and  lends  no  capital  to  individuals.  If  it  be  ob- 
jected to  as  a  Government  bank,  and  the  objection 
be  available,  then  should  all  the  laws  in  relation 
to  the  Treasury  be  repealed,  and  the  capacity  of 
the  Government  to  collect  what  is  due  to  it,  or  pay 
what  it  owes,  be  abrogated. 

This  is  the  chief  purpose  of  the  proposed  Ex- 
rhequer;  and  surely,  if,  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
purpose  so  essential,  it  afibrds  a  sound  circulating 
medium  to  thfe  country  and    facilities  lo  trade,  it 
should  be  regarded  as  no  sliglit  recoramendaiion 
of  it  lo  public  consideration.    Properly  guarded  by 
ihe  provisions  of  law,  it  can  run  into  no  dangerous  , 
«vjl;  nor  can  any  abuse  arise  under  it,  but  such  as 
the  Degislaiure  iiself  will  be  answerable  for,  if  it  be 
iDleraied;  since  it  is  but  the  creature  of  the  law,  and 
js  susceptible  at  all  times  of  modification,  amend- 
ment, or  repeal,  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.    I 
know  that  it  has   been   objected  rhat   the  system 
would  be  liable  to  be  abused   by  the  Legislature 
— by  whom  alone  it  cou'd  be  abused — in  the  par- 
tv  conQicts  of  the  day;  that  such   abuse   would 
manifest   itself  in  a   chan|;e  of  the  law,  which 
would  authorize  an  excessive  issue  of  paper  for 
the  purpose  pf  inflating  prices  and  winning  pop- 
ular   favor.  '   To    that    it   may    be    answered, 
that  the  ascription  of  such  a  motive  to  Congress  is 
altogether  gratuitous  and  inadmissible.    The  the- 
ory of  our  institutions  would  lead  us  to  a  different 
conclusion.    But  a  perfect  security  agaiiist  a  pro- 
ceeding so  reckless,  would  be  found  to  exist  in  the 
very  nature  of  things.    The  pNOlitical  party  which 
should  be  so  blind  to  the  true  inierests  of  the  coun- 
try as  to  resort  to  such  an  expedient,  would  inevita- 
bly meet  with  a  final  overthrow,  in  the  fact  that, 
the  moment  the  paper  ceased  10  be  convertible  into 
'    specie,  or  otherwise  promptly  redeemed,  it  would 
become  worthless,  and  would,  in  the  end,  dishonor 
the  Government,  involve  the  people  in  ruin,  and 
such  political  party  in  hopeless  disgrace.    At  the 
same  time,  such  a  view  involves  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  furnishing  any  currency  other  than  that,  of 
ihe  preciour<  metals;  for,  if  the  Government  itself 
cannot  forego  the  teropUition  of  excessive  paper-is- 
sues, what  reliance  can  be  placed  in  corporations, 
upon  whom   the   tempUitions   of  individual   ag- 
grandizement would  most  strongly  operate?    The 
people  would  have  to  blame  none  but  themselves 


a  course  so 


for  any  injury  that  might  arise  from 
reckless,  since  ihcir  agents  would  be  the  wrongdo- 
ers, and  they  the  passive  spectators. 

There  can  be  but  three  kinds  of  public  currency: 
1st.  Gold  and  silver,  3d.  The  paper  of  State  insti- 
tution^ or,  3d.  A  representative  of  the  precious 
metals,  provided  by  the  General  Government,  or 
under  its  authority.    The  sub-treasury  system  re- 
jected the  last,  in  any  form;  and,  as  it  was  believed 
that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  issues  of  lo- 
cal institutions,  for  the  purposes  of  general  circu- 
lation, it  necessarily  and  unavoidably  adopted  spe- 
cie as  the  exclusive  currency  for  its  own  use.    And 
this  must  ever  be  the  case,  unless  one  of  the  other 
kinds  be  used.    The  choice,  in  the  present  state  of 
public  sentiment,  lies  between  an  exclusive  specie 
currency  on  the  one  hand,  and  Government  issues 
of  some  kind  on  ihe  other.    That  these  issues  can- 
not be  made  by  a  chartered  institution,  is  supposed 
to  be  conclusively  sealed.    They  must  be  made, 
then,  directly  by  Government  agents.    For  several 
yearspast,  they  have  been  thus  made  in  the  form  of 
treasury  notes,  and  have  answered  a  valuable  pur- 
pose.   Their  usefulness  has  been  limited  b}^  their  I 
being  transient  and  temporary;  their   ceasing  to 
bear  interest  at  given  periods,  necessarily  causes 
their  speedy  return,  and  thus  restricts  their  range 
of  circulation;  and  being  used  only  in  the  disburse- 
ments of  Government,  they  cannot  reach  those 
points  where  they  are  most  required.    By  render- 
ing their  use  permanent,  to  the  moderate  extent 
already  mentioned,  by  offering  no  inducement  for 
their  return,  and  by  exchanging  them  for  coin  and 
other  values,  they  will  constitute,  to  "a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  general  currency  so  much  needed  to  main- 
lain  the  internal  trade  01  the  country.    And  this  is 
the  Exchequer  plan,  so  far  as  it  may  operate  in 
furnishing  a  currency, 

I  cannot  forego  the  occasion  to  urge  its  impor- 
tance to  the  credit  of  the  Government  in  a  financial 
point  of  view.    The  great  necessity  of  resorting  to 
every  proper  and  becoming  expedient,  in  order  to 
place  the  treasury  on  a  footing  of  the  hjghest  re- 
spectability, is  entirely  obvious.     The  credit  of  the 
Government  may  be  regarded  as  the  very  soul  of 
the  Government  itself— a  principle  of  vitality,  with- 
out which    all    its   movements  are  languid,  and 
all   its   operations  embarrassed.     In   this   spirit 
the  Executive  felt  itself  bound,  by  the  most  im- 
perative sense  of  duly,  lo  submit  to  Congress,  at 
Its  last  session,  the  propriety  of  making  a  specific 
pledge  of  the  land  fund,  as  the  ba^-is  for  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  loans  authorized  to  be  contracted.    I 
then  thought  that  such  an  application  of  the  public 
domain   would,  without  doubi,  have  placed  at  the 
command  of  the  Government  ample  funds  to  re- 
lieve the  treasury  from  the  temporary  embarrass- 
ments under.which  it  labored.  American  credit  had 
suffered  a  considerable  shock  in  Europe,  from  the 
large  indebtedness  of  the  States,  and  the  temporary 
inability  of  some  of  them  to  meet  the  interest  on 
their  debts.  The  utter  and  disastrous  prostration  of 
ihe  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  had  contrib- 
uted largely  to  increase  the  sentiment  of  distrust, 
by  reason  of  the  loss  and  ruin  sustained  by  the 
holders  of  its  stock — a  large  portion  of  whom  were 
foreigners,  and   many   or  whom   were  alike  ig- 
norant of  our  political  organization,  and  of  our 
actual  responsibilities.     It  was  the  anxious  de- 
sire of  the   Executive  that,  in  the  effort  to  nego- 
tiate the  loan  abroad,   the  American   negotiator 
might  be   able  to  point  the  money-lender  to  the 
fund  mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  prin- 
cipal  and'  interest  of.  any  loan   he  might  con- 
tract, and  thereby  vindicate  the  Government  from 
all  suspicion  of  bad  faith,  or  inability  to  meet  its 
engagements.    Congress  differed  from  the  Execu- 
tive in  this  view  of  the  subject     It  became,  never- 
theless, the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  resort  to  every 
expedient  in  its  power  to  negotiate  tfTe  authorized 
loan.    Af^er  a  failure  to  do  so  in  the  American 
market,  a  citizen  of  high  character  and  talent  was 
sent  to  Europe — with  no  better  success;  and  thus 
the  mortifying  ipectacle  has  been  presented,  of  the 
inability  of  this  Grovernment  to  obtain  a  loan  so 
small  as  not  in  the  whole  to  amount  to  more  than 
one-fourth  of  its  ordinary  annual  income;   at  a 
time  when  the  Governments  of  Europe,  although 
involved  in  debt,  and  with  their  subjects  heavily 
burdened  with  taxation,  readily  obtain  loans  of  any 
amount  at  a  greatly  reduced  rate  of  interest.    It 
would  be  unprofilabhe  to  look  fbriher  into  this 
anomalous  state  of  things;  but  I  cannot  conclude 
without  adding,  that,  for  a  Government  which  has 
paid  off  its  debts  of  two  wars  with  the  largest 


maritime  power  of  Europe,  and  now  owing  a  del* 
which  is  almost  next  to  nothing,  when  coDapared 
with  its  boundless  resources— a  Government  the 
strongest  iu  the  world,  because  emanating  from 
the  popular  will,  and  firmly  rooted  in  iheaifectioos 
of  a  great  and  free  people— and  whose  fidelity  to  its 
engagements  has  never  been  questioned;— for  sncha 
Government  to  have  tendered  to  the  cap  italics  of 
other  countries  an  opportunity  for  a  small  invest- 
ment of  its  stock,  and  yet  to  have  failed,  inaplies 
either  the  most  unfounded  distrust  in  its  good  faith, 
or  a  purpose,  to  obtain  which  the  course  pursued 
is  the  most  fatal  which  could  have  been  adopted. 
It  has  now  become  obvious    to  all  men  that  the 
Government  must  look  to  its  own  means  for  supply- 
ing its  wants;  anditisconsolincio  know  that  these 
means  are  altogether  adequate  for  the  object.    The 
Exchequer,  if  adopted,  will  greatly  aid  in  bringing 
about  this  result.    Upon  what  I  regard  as  a  well- 
founded  supposition,  that  itsbills  would  be  readily 
sought  for  uy  the  public  creditors,  and  that  the  issae 
would,  in  a  short  time,  reach  the  maximum  of 
$15,000,000,  it  is  obvious  that  $10,000,000  would 
thereby  be  added  to  the  available  means  of  the  treas- 
ury, without  cost  or  charge.    Nor  can  I  fail  to  urge 
the   great   and  beneficial  efi^cts  which  would  be 
produced  in  aid  of  all  the  active  pursuits  of  life. 
Its  effects  upon  the  solvent  State  banks,  while  it 
would  force  into  liquidation  those  of  an  opposite 
character,  through  its  weekly  settlements,  would 
be  highly  beneficial;  and,  with  the  advantages  of  a 
sound  currency,  the  restoration  of  confidence  and 
credit  would  follow,  with  a  numerous  train  of  bless- 
inss.    My  convictions  are  most  strong  that  these 
benefits  would  flow  from  the  adoption  of  this  meas- 
ure; but,  if  the  result  should  be  adverse,  there  is 
this  security  in  connexion  with  it— that  the   law 
creating  it  may  be  repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Legislature,  without  the  slightest  implication  of  its 
gowl  faith. 

I  recommend  to  Congress  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  propriety  of  reimbursing  a  fine  imposed 
on  General  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  at  the  time 
of  the  attack  and  defence  of  that  city,  and  paid 
by  him.    Without  designing  any  reflection  on  tbe 
judicial  tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine,  the  re- 
mission at  til  is  day  n>ay  be  regaxded  as  not  unjust 
or  inexpedient.    The  voice  of  the  civil  authority 
was  heard  amidst  the  glitter  of  arms,  and  obeyed 
by  those  who  held  the  sword— thereby  giving  addi- 
tional lustre  to  a  memorable  military  achievemeni. 
If  the  laws  were  oflended,  their  majesty  was  folly 
vindicated;  and,  although  the  penalty  incurred  and 
paid  is  worthy  of  htlle  regard  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  it  can  hardly  be  donbted  that  it  would  be 
gratifying  to  the  war-worn  veteran,  now  in  retiiv- 
ment  and  in  the  winter  of  his  days,  to  be  relieved 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  that  judgment 
placed  him.  There  are  cases  in  which  public  fnnc- 
tionaries  may  be  called  on  to  weigh  the  public  in- 
terest againM  their  own  personal  hazards;  and,  if 
the  civil  law  be  violated  from  praise wonhy  mo- 
tives, or  an  overruling  sense  of  public  danger  and 
public  necessity,  punishment    may   well    be  re- 
strained within  that  limit  which  asserts  and  main- 
tains the  authority  of  the   law,  and  the  subjec- 
tion of  the  military  to  the  civil  power.    The  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans,  while  it  saved  a  city  from 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  placed  the  name  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  among  those  of  the  greatest  captains 
of  the  age,  and  illustrated  one  of  the  brightest  pages 
of  our  history.    Now  that  the  causes  ofexcitement 
existing  at  the  time  have  ceased  to  operate,  it  is 
believed  that  the  remission  of  this  fine,  and  what- 
evt-r  of  gratification  that  remission  might  cause  tbe 
eminent  man  who  incurred  and  paid  it,  would  be 
in  accordance  with  the  general  feeling  and  wishes 
of  the  American  people. 

I  have  thus,  fellow-citizens,  acq'uitted  myself  of 
my  duty  under  the  Constitution,  by  laying  before 
you,  as  succinctly  as  I  have  been  able,  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  by  inviting  your  attention  to 
measures  of  much  importance  to  the  country.  The 
Executive  will  most  zealously  unite  its  efforts  with 
those  of  the  Legislative  Department  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  all  that  is  required  to  relieve  tbe 
^wants  of  a  common  constituency,  or  elevate  the 
destinies  of  a  beloved  country. 

JOHN  TYLER- 
WASHtNOTON,  December,  1842. 

Mr.  KERR  moved  that  1,500  copies  ef  the  mes- 
ppge  and  aoeoinpanying  documents,  and  3.500 
copies  without  the  documenis,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  quantity,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
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The  CHAIR  said  it  woald  be  necessary,  uDder 
the  rule  of  ihe  last  session,  to  refer  the  motion  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  nnWss,  by  unanimons 
concent,  the  printing  was  ordered. 

Mr.  KING  thought  it  was  not  so  intended  by 
the  rnle;  bat,  such  being  the  impression  of  the 
Chair,  he  hopied  the  nnanimons  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  printing  would  be  given.  He  made  that 
motion;  and 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmatiye. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ten',  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  commonieaiirn  from  the  Treasury  Depart* 
ment,  covering  the  Tieasurer's  report  of  bis  ac- 
counts for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1841, 
and  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year  1842; 
which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ET?  ANS,  was  laid  on  the  Ubie 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RVANS,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  daily  hour  of  meeting  of  the  Senate  be  13 
oVdoek,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  J.  W.  WILLIAMS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives,  informing  the  Senate  of  the  death  of 
one  of  its  membersi  Mr,  J.  W.  Wiujams,  late  a 
Representative  from  the  State  of  Maryland;  which 
being  read« 

Mr.  KERR  rose,  and  remarked  as  follows: 

I  rise,  with  feelinf^s  of  painful  regret,  to  perform 
the  duty  of  proposins  to  the  Senate  some  special 
notice  of  the  communication  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  upon  the  recent  and  sudden  death 
of  the  Hon.  Jimbs  W.  Williams,  late  a  member 
of  that  body  from  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
here,  in  part,  to  represent. 

The  first  news  of  this  distressing  event  reached 
me  on  my  journey  hither.  The  fact  was  then  too 
confidently  related  to  admit  of  doubt  on  my  part, 
and  was  soon  confirmed  in  all  its  particulars. 

The  deeeassd  was  travelling,  on  Pridjiy  last, 
from  his  home,  to  the  discharge  of  his  high  duties 
in  this  Capitol,  when  be  was  stricken  down  by  the 
visitation  of  Providence — apoplezed.  In  a  state 
of  insensibility,  he  wasreconveyed  to  his  own  man- 
sion, in  time  only  to  draw  his  last  breath  in  the 
bosom  cf  his  afflicted  family. 

I  will  not  detain  you,  Mr.  President,  by  sny  te- 
dious homily  of  mice  upon  this  striking  example 
of  (be  uncertainty  of  the  life  of  man,  and  of  the 
poor  assurance  we  have  of  iis  continuance,  fiom 
day  to  day,  even  in  the  higbett  htalih,  amidst 
the  gaye&t  enjoyments  that  life  can  supply,  and 
with  all  the  honors  to  which  ambition  may  prompt 
US  to  aspire.  We  are  proudly' conscious  (f  *  this 
sensible  warm  motion'*  of  our  beinr ,  but  little 
think  how  soon  it  may  '^become  a  kneaded  clod  I** 
We  live  on,  heedless  of  the  continual  recurrence 
of  fatal  incidents  Hke  this,  and  take  no  warning 
from  them  We  seem,  indeed,  to  live  to  be  ever 
verifying  (be  wsll- known  aphorism — which  is  daily 
r«P«aird^tbat  *'Jlfaii  thinki  aU  mm  mmM  InU  himr 
uljr 

L^t  us>,  Mr.  President,  take  to  heart  this  fatal 
blow  on  one  who,  hke  us,  peihaps,  was  inducing 
the  h^pe  of  prolonged  life  and  happiness;  and,  m 
doing  the  formal  honor  to  his  virtues  and  bis  mem- 
ory which  cns'om  heredrmand.%  of  us,  lei  us  ap- 
ply to  curselvrs  the  sad  story  of  his  untimely  death, 
in  solemn  reflection,  and  keep  it  in  mind,  as  a  to- 
ken and  a  proof  that  we — ay,  the  wisest  and  the 
be.<t  of  uy — must  ere  loner  follow  him  to  **that 
bourne  from  Whence  no  traveller  returns  \*\ 

It  becomes  me,  as  a  friend  of  the  deceased,  to 
;  ay  a  few  words  in  justice  to  the  character  of  so 
worthy  and  so  excellent  a  citizen.' 

Mr.  WiLLiiMs  was  a  native  son  of  Maryland, 
but  born  in  a  section  of  it  distant  from  that  in 
which  he  last  and  long  resided.  He  was  educated 
with  unusual  care',  and  great  pains  were  taken  to 
naake  him  a  scholar — and  a  good  one;  and  he  re- 
warded, by  an  a  siduons  improvement  of  bis  advan- 
t«ger,  the  kindness  of  an  anxiouv  parent,  who  be- 
»'(kvred  on  him  the  noble  boon  of  a  well-regulated 
edaca'ioQ. 

Though  intended  for  the  profession  of  the  law, 
be  married  early,  and  became  an  active  and  dis- 
tinguished merGbaatia  our  commercial  emporium. 


(the  monumental  city,)  tut  ultimately  retired,  as 
most  men  seem  inclinrd  to  do,  to  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture  Yet,  with  the  advaniAges  of  early 
study  and  a  cultivated  mind,  this  gentleman  was 
enabled  to  fulfil  with  high  credit  the  duties  of  a 
Representative  in  the  Legislature  of  bi<t  native 
8ia|e,  and,  for  bis  superior  intelligence  and  uscfuP 
nsss,  was  for  some  time  distinguished  by  the  honor 
of  prirsiding  over  the  deliberations  of  its  popular 
branch. 

In  ihe  discharge  of  all  public  duties,  be  wasable^ 
steady,  and  diligent;  and  it  is  proof  of  his  eleva- 
tion in  the  general  con6df  nco  and  renpect,  that  he 
was  raised  by  the  voice  of  an  in'ellig<»nt  commu- 
nity around  him'  to  that  high  and  honorable  station, 
the  duties  of  which  be  was  hastening  to  discharge, 
and  in  which  he  died. 

1  do  not  choose,  Mr  President,  to  advert  to  the 
particular  religious  persuasion  to  which  this  gen- 
tleman belonged;  but  he  performed  his  moral  du- 
tie«,  and  his  social  and  domestic  obligations,  with 
fidelity,  with  kindness,  and  with  uniform  courtesy; 
and  all  who  knew  him  will  ever  bear  testimony  to 
that  amiable  demeanor  for  wh'ch  he  was  remaik%*' 
ble  m  all  bis  private  intcrcour*e. 

If  the  deceased  bad  any  peculiar  faults  or  foibles, 
1  knew  ihem  not;  and  I  trust  they  were  only  such 
as  frail  humanity  is  beir  to.  It  were  bootless  now 
to  weif  h  them  in  the  rigid  scale  of  justice.  Let  us 
^not  too  Bcrnpulously  scan  that  account  of  him, 
which  we,  ourselves,  could  not  render  6iil  m  mkmg 
m&reyt 

**No  ranher  seek  bis  merits  to  discloee, 

Or  draw  bis  fniltiesfrom  dieir  dresyd  abode- 
There  thej,  alike,  in  trembling  hope  repose— 
The  bosom  of  his  Father  and  his  God!'' 

I  will  cfTer  for  the  adoption  of  the  Senate,  and 
as  a  memorial  for  our  record,  the  resolutions  which 
I  send  to  the  chair: 

iZesoIved;  That  the  Senate  hare  received  with  deep  saosibii- 
ity  the  proceedincs  ef  the  Hoose  of  Represeotatirss  on  the  sad- 
den death  of  the  Hon.  Jaubs  W.  Williams,  a  merolwrofthal 
body  from  the  State  of  Marjlaod.  and  dncerly  sympathise  in  the 
regrefs  incident  to  that  mournful  occasion. 

lRe§olvtd.  That,  in  testimony  of  their  high  respect  for  tie 
character  of  the  deceaasd^  the  memliers  of  the  Senate  will  wear 
the  usual  badge  of  mourniog  for  the  space  of  thirty  dsye;  and  as 
a  further  testiiDODiai  of  re»pecl  for  the  memory  of  the  decaaaed, 
that  the  Senate  fonhwith  adjourn. 

TheS^naie,  accordingly,  adjourned. 

Mr  BernVn  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Miller  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Mr  Baricw  of  Louisiana,  appeared 
in  their  seats  today,  in  addition  to  those  already 
annouriCed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WsDNESDAV,  D  cember  7,  1843. 
The  rainu  es  of  yrsterday  WlTc  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

THE  ONE-HOUR  RULE. 

Mr.  W.  C  JOHNSON  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  notice  thai  to-morrow  he  should  move  that 
the  one-hour  rule  be  re.«cioded. 

[Some  grniieiuan  was  heard  to  say  that  the  one- 
hour  rule  was  not  in  force.] 

Mr.  J.  resumed,  ard  said  he  had  been  told  that 
the  one- hour  rule  vas  not  now  in  operation,  as  it 
had  been  adopird  f >  r  the  conclading  portion  of  the 
last  session  only.  If,  iheicfore,  that  were  so,  his 
no'ice  would  be  unufcessary. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  one-hour  rule 
had  been  incorporated  with  ibe  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON'S  notice  was  then  re- 
ceived  and  entered. 

ABOLITION. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  attention  of  the  Hoose 
to  the  position  in  which  a  mc'ison  made  by  him  to 
rescind  the  31st  rule  was  left  yesierday;  the  House 
iiaving  negatived  the  quesuon,  *'Shall  the  main 
queaijon  be  now  puil"  after  th«  previous  question 
had  been  seconded.  He  then  expressed  his  desire 
that  the  question  sbovid  now  be  taken,  and  without 
debate;  for  it  had  hern  very  folly  discussed  heretQ- 
fore,  and  wa^^  well  known  to,  and  understood  by, 
every  member  of  the  House. 

Tne  SPEAKER  said  ihe  question  would  come 
up  a  business  in  <»rd«r;  and,  as  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  seconded,  debate  was  nece$^arily  cut 

off. 
Some  conYCfsatioi^  in  relatien  to  the  operation 


cf  the  previous  question  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
ADAMS^Mr.  PICKENS,  Mr.  EVEREIT,  and 
tbeBPfiAKBR  ioc.k  part. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  then  said,  at  thegmiJe- 
men  on  the  other  side  were  avowedly  very  anxious 
to  prevent  debate,  he  hoped  they  would  vi  te  with 
him  to  lay  the  whole  snbject  on  the  tabie.  He 
then  made  that  motion;  on  which  the  yeas  sLd  nays 
were  demanded,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moved  that  he  be  excused  irom 
voting  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  B.  Paid  he  bad  ma<'e  this  motion  as  the 
only  way  in  which  he  could  get  an  opportunity 
of  "  defining  his  pofiiion.**  .  He  had  no  doubt  the 
previous  question*  would  be  called  and  sustained; 
and  he  wished  to  take  thi^  occasion,  before  the 
vot9  was  taken  on  the  motion  now  pending,  to 
remind  Southern  gentlemen,  and  especially  eome 
of  the  ifnembers  from  Kentucky  and  Virj^inia, 
that  he  bad  been  very  ihuch  surprised  at  their  vote 
on  this  question  yesterday,  as  well  as  heretofore.^ 

Mr.  B.  had  baen  told,  when  ihi«  qoestion  was 
first  submitted  to  him  to  vote  upon  at  a  previous 
session,  that  it  was  a  question  of  '*life  aitid  deaih** 
with  the  South,  upon  which  "they  were  all  unitied.*' 
Supposing  this  to  be  the  case,  Mr.  B.  bad  f^one 
with  them  upon  an  abstract  proposition,  upt)n  the 
merits  of  which  there  was  an  honest  difference  of 
opinion  among  good  men,  who  were  his  imme- 
diate conFtitueuM,  as  well  as'  elsewhere,  at  the 
North.  Now,  what  he  wished  was  to  appeal  to 
Southern  men  to  know  whether  they  considered  it 
magnanimous  to  urge  Northern  members  to  a  par- 
ticular course  on  this  question,  whtn  Souibera 
members  thrmselves  would  not  unite  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  the  mo- 
tion was  a  very  narrow  one. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  observed  he  was  aware  ho 
eould  not  go  into  the  merits  of  the  question,  and 
he  would  content  htmself  with  »aying  that  he  wa» 
determined  to  remain  consistent,  and  vote  as  be 
had  done  bereti  fore,  notwithstanding  the  circum- 
stances to  which  he  had  Reference.  He  bad  ob- 
tained his  ohjrc:  by  referring  to  the  fttniUt  posi- 
tion of  the  partiej  to  the  question,  and  would  with- 
draw the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motiofi  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
son] to  lay  tbe  whole  subject  on  the  table;  f  nd  it 
was  negatived—- yeas  90,  nays  91,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Means.  Anlngtoo,  Atbertoii,  Barton.  BeMon,  Bid- 
laclc,  Bowne.  Boyd.  Cliarles  Brown,  Barke,  Williain  Butler, 
William  O.  Butler,  Pairtcic  C.  Caldwell.  Thomas  J  Camptwll, 
Casey,  Chapman.  Cltflbrd,  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper.  Cross, 
Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry^  Eafltmao,  John  C.  Edwards^ 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  Foroance,  Gamble,  Oepy,  Gilmer,  Ous- 
tlne,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
Houston,  Hubard,Uantar,Chai'le8J.Inger8oll,  Jack.  William 
Cost  Johnson,  Care  Johnson,  John  W.  Jonea.  Keim,  McKay, 
Mallory,  Marehand. .  Mathew%  Medili,  Builer,  Mitchell, 
Newhard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Fearce,  Pickens,  Plumer.  Powell, 
Alexander  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds, 
Rheit,  Rigssi  Rogers,  Shaw,  Bhepiierd,  Wiliiaro  Smith, 
Mnyder,  8pr%g,  Steenrod,  Summers,  Swenev.  Taliafcrm,  Joha 
B.  Thompson.  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tripleu,  Tumey, 
Van  Buren,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Wauerwn,  Weller, 
Weathrook,  Wise,  and  Wood-90. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  AndrewiP,  Ay- 
crigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Btrdseye,  Blair,  Bouidman, 
Borden,  Bolts,  Brewster,  Briees,  Brorkway,  Bronson,  Jeiemiah 
Brown,  Bumcil,  Calhoun,  Clillds,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Oransiun.  Ciamtt 
Dafis,  Richard  D.  Davis.  Doig,  John  Ed  wants,  Eabert, 
ETerett,  Ferris,  Pesscnden,  Fillmore,  John  O.  Floyd,  A.  Law- 
rence Foster,  Oiddings,  Patrick  G.  Goods,  Gordon,  Granger, 
Hall,  Halsted,  Henry,  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James 
Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  James,  Linn,  Littlrfitid,  Robert 
McClellan,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Samson  Mason.  Maihiot, 
Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osbnrre^  Parmenier, 
Pairidge,  Pendleton,  Ramsay,  Itenjamin  Randall,  Randolph, 
Rldgway.  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  James  M. 
Russell,  Salionstall,  Sanford,  Bimonton,  Slada,  Truman  Smith, 
Sianly,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Toiand,  Tom- 
linson,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaei,  Joseph  L. 
White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  and  Augustus 
Yoong^SJ. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  announced  Ihst  tbe  question 
recurred,  Shall  the  main  question  be  put?  On 
which  Mr.  Adams  bad  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nsys  were  accordinely  taken,  and 
resulted  as  foUcw>:  Yea*  91,  nays  93.  The  que  s- 
tion,  therefore,  Keing  again  nefaiivf d,  went  ov«r 
for  the  day.    The  yeas  aad  nays  were  ss  f<.llors: 

YEAfl— Mejwr^  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andre-a-p,  Ay- 
crigK,  Bnbcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  BIrdseye,  Blair,  Ilo8id.»nn, 
Bjcden,  Botis,  Brigcs,  Brockway,  Bronsoo.  Jeremiah  Bruwn, 
Burncll,  Calhoun,  Casey,  Childs,  Chilienden,  John  C.  Clark, 
B;aley  N.  Clarke,  Jafnea  Coopar,  Cowen,  Craosion,  GarreU 
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Davis,  Ricteid  D.  D«viiL  John  EdwardB,  ETerett,  Farria, 
Fetnnden,  Ffllmore,  A.  Lawreneo  Potter,  J.  R.  uidditigs, 
Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Hall,  Haleted,  Henry,  Hudson, 
Joseph  R.  Ingenoll,  James  Inrin,  James,  ^ino.  McKennan, 
Sameon  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Mitchell,  Mor- 
nn,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Patiidge, 
Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Alexander  Randall.  Beniamin  RandalU 
Randolph,  Raynar,  Ridgway.  Rodney,  Wm.  Russell,  James 
H.  Russell,  Baltonstall,  Sanford,  Siroonton,  Blade,  Truman 
Bmith,  Btanhr,  Btokely,  BIratCon,  Bummers,  John  B.  Thorop- 
eon,  Richaro  W.  Thompaon,  Toland,  Tomiinson,  Trumbull, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Washinston,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  WOfiams,  Wfaithrop,  Yorke,  and  Augus- 
tus Young— 91. 

NAYS— Measn.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bid- 
lack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Wm. 
Butler,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Patrick  C.  Cktldwell,  T.  J.  Campbell, 
Chapman,  Clifford.  Clinton,  Blark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel, 
Dawson,  Dean,  Deoerry,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  John  G. 
Floyd,  Charles  A.'Flovd,  Fomance,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Gilmer, 
Ck)ggin,  Gordon,  Oustlne,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins, 
Houek,  Houston,  Hubard,  fi^inter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Wil- 
liam W.  IrWn,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClel- 
lan,  Robert  McClellan.  McKay,  McKeon,  Maliory,  Marc  hand, 
Alfred  Marshall,  Matthews,  Hedlll,  Miller,  Newhard,  Pavne, 
Pearce,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Powell,  Read,  Redinr.  Rencner, 


Wattenon,  Wellar,  Weetbrook,  Wise,  and  Wood— 93. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  a  qQesiion  of  order. 
If  the  qoestioa  which  had  jost  heen  disposed  of 
shoold  be  negatived  to-morrow  and  subsequent 
days,  as  it  had  been  both  this  and  the  piecediog 
day,  he  wished  to  inquire  whether  it  was  to  lie 
over  from  day  (o  day,  to  the  end  of  ihe  session. 
(Cries  of  "lite  qoestion  is  not  debpiiable.'*)  He 
said  he  did  not  desire  to  debate  it;  he  merely  wished 
to  know  where  they  were. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  and  others  objected  to  de- 
bate on  the  subject. 

The  SPE/LKER  also  stated  that  the  Honse  hav- 
ing disposed  of  the  subject  fer  this  day,  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentaeky  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Well,  then,  I  will  bring 
it  before  the  Hoise  to-morrow. 

The  subject  was  then  laid  over. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  CONGRESS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  A. 
DicKiKSy  Ek)  ,  its  Secretary,  informing  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  was  assembled,  and 
that  that  body  was  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Subsequently  another  memge  was  received  from 
the  Senate,  by  its  Secretary,  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate  had  appointed  a  committee  on  its 
part  to  wait  on  the  President,  with  the  committee 
appointed  on  bebslf  of  the  House,  to  inform  him 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  weie  ready  to 
receive  from  him  any  ccmmunieafion  he  might 
have  to  mate.  [The  names  of  the  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate  will  be  found  in  onr  Senate 
report.] 

THE  PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  the  reappointment  of  the  se- 
lect committee  of  the  last  session  on  the  public 
printing,  which,  during  the  last  sessioo,  had  made 
great  progress  with,  and  nearly  completed  its  la- 
bors. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICES  AND  MOTIONS. 

Mr.  BRIGG8  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  the 
amendment  of  the  I9th  joint  rule  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  so  ss  to  substitute  the  word 
"intoxicating**  for  the  word  '^spiritnous.**  The 
role  now  stands  thus:  "No  tptrUumu  liquors  shall 
be  offered  for  sale,  or  exhibited,  within  the  Capitol, 
or  on  the  public  grounds  adjacent  thereto.** 

Mr.  BARNARD  gave  aoiice  of  a  motion  for 
leave  to  introdnce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of 
convertible  exchequer  bills,  and  further  to  amend 
the  laws  relating  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  gave  noiioe  of  a  bill  to  grant 
pensions  to  certain  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  BURNELL  gaye  notice  of  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for  the  naval  service, 
and  to  extend  the  term  of  the  enlistment  of  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  gave  notice  of  a  bill 
to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  continuation  <  f 
the  Cumberland  road  through  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  gave  notice  of  a  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  seven 
marine  hospitals  on  the  Western  waters. 

Mr.  HARRIS  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  repeal  to 


much  of  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  reve- 
nue from  impoiis,  and  to  change  and  modify  the 
law  imposing  duties  on  imports  and  for  other 
purposes.**  as  imposes  a  tax  upon  salt. 

Mr.  STEENROD  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  continnation  of  the  Gum^ 
berlatid  road  west  of  the  city  of  Wheeling,  and  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  gave  notice  of  a  bill 
authorizing  dra>xrbacks  on  goods  exported  by  land 
to  Santa  Fe. 

Also,  of  a  bill  declaring  what  is  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  Sta'e  of  Missouri. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  McKfiON  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow, or  some  subsequent  day,  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  organize  the  warehousing  system. 
HUDSON  RIVER. 

Mr.  BARNARD  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow, or  some  subsequent  day,  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  con- 
tinuing the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river. 

OTATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  that  5,Q00 
copies  of  the  document  of  the  last  session,  in  re- 
lation to  the  debts  of  the  States,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  House:  rejected— ayes  57,  noes  88. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  from  the  Joint  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
make,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them;  and  bad  been  answered  by 
the  President  that  he  would  forthwith  make  a  com- 
munication in  writing  to  each  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  annual  message  of  the  President  was  then 
presented  by  Mr.  Robert  Ttlbr,  his  secretary, 
and  read  at  the  CIerk*6  table. 

[This  document  will  be  found  in  its  proper 
place,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.] 

After  the  message  had  been  read — 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  thai  the  message  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  that  10,000  copies  with  the  doc- 
uments be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  modify  his  motion,  so  as  to  order 
the  printing  of  5,000  copies  with  the  documents, 
and  10,000  without. 

Mr.  CUSHING  declined  doing  so,  saying  that 
this  point  was  folly  discussed  at  the  last  session, 
and  the  House  then  settled  down  with  the  under- 
standing that  10.000  copies  with  Ihe  documents 
was  the  number  necessary  for  circulation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  CirsHiNQ*s 
motion,  and  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

The  House  adjourned. 

In  addition  to  the  members  recorded  to  have 
been  present  on  Monday,  the  following  appeared 
on  Tuesday:  Messrs.  V.  Birdseye,  Walter  Coles, 
William  L.  Gk>ggin,  George  S.  Houston,  James 
A.  Pearce,  G.  B.  Rodney,  John  Westbrook,  and 
David  Levy,  d«Icga<s. 

And,  on  Wednesday,  the  following  appeared: 
Messrs.  Cave  Johnson,  William  W.  Payne,  and 
Edward  Cross. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbursdat,  Decsmbbr  8,  1842. 

Mr.  PORTER  of  Michigan,  aod  Mr.  GRAHAM 
of  North  Carolina,  in  addition  to  those  already 
announced,  appeared  in  their  seats  to-day. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  Ihe  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Navy  Department » 
transmitted  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Co^gre:^!li 
of  March,  1819,  covering  an  abstract  of  the  ex- 
penditures out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  that  de- 
paitment,  from  the  l6t  October,  1841,  to  ihe  30  h 
September,  1849,  inclusive;  vhich. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  submitted  a  resolmior, 
(which  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  atreed  to,)  so 
far  suspending  the  34th  role  as  to  authorize  tb? 
presiding  officer  to  appoint  the  standing  committees 
for  the  present  session. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  oi  | 


Representatives,  informing  the  Senate  that  that 
body  had  parsed  a  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  two  chaplains  for  the  present  sessioo,  of  differ- 
ent denominations — one  for  each  House-^who  are 
to  interchange  6er vices  weekly;  and  al*o  passed  a 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee (consisting  of  three  from  each  House)  to  super- 
intend the  disbursement  of  the  fund  for  the  increase 
of  the  library  of  Congress;  and  asking  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  in  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  resolutions 
were  concurred  in,  and  the  Chair  was  authorized 
to  appoint  the  committee  en  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  superintend  the  disbursement  of  the  library  fond. 

On  mrtion  by  Mr.  BATES,  the  Senate,  by 
unanimous  consent,  resolved  to  proceed  forthwith 
to  the  election  of  a  chaplain. 

Mr.  BAYARD  suggei-ted  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  pass  a  resolation  simply  appointing  the 
chaplain  of  the  last  session. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  rule  required  that  the 
Senate  should  ballot;  and  the  reiolntion  was  there- 
fore inadmissible. 

CHAPLAIN. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot;  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  only  95  ballots  (not  a  quo- 
rum) had  been  received — of  which 

Mr.  Tuston  received      .        .        .24,  and 

Mr.  Bulfinch 1. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  was 
counted;  when  it  was  ascertained  that  a  quorum 
were  present. 

The  Senate  proceeded  a  second  time  to  ballot; 
when  28  votes  were  received — of  which 

Mr.  Tuston  received       .        .        .    26, 

Mr.  Bulfinch 1,  and 

Blank 1. 

Mr.  Tuston  was  therefore  declaied  to  be  duly 
elected. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Mr.  BENTON,  on  leave,  and  agreeably  to  no- 
tice  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bank* 
rupt  act;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  bankrupt  act  of  1641  is  unconsti- 
tutional and  immoral,  and  violates  the  rights  of 
the  States  and  of  individuals,  and  is  invalid  and 
void,  and  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  remain  on 
the  statute-book;  therefore. 

Be  ii  tnaeted  bw  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprf 
•enfafteet  i*fthe  Uniitd  Statei  ofJhn^eriea  in  Coftgrm 
tt$$embled,  That  the  act  passed  on  the  19  h  of 
August,  1841,  entitled  **»Sn  act  to  tMlahlitk  a  tau- 
form  tytlem  if  banfaiiptcy  lArevgAoid  tkt  United 
5lafcf,"  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed,  ex- 
cept for  the  trial  of  cases  now  depending  under 
sard  act;  which  cases  may  be  prosecuted  to  ter- 
mination under  the  following  limitations  aad  con- 
ditions, to  wit: 

Hnt,  That  no  discharge  from  his  debts  shall 
be  granted  to  any  bankrupt,  except  with  the  con- 
sent of  two-thirds  jof  his  creditors,  and  upon  the 
judicial  certificate  of  his  integrity,  as  provided  for 
in  the  36th  section  of  the  bankrupt  act  of  April  4, 
1800,  which  is  as  follows: 

*That  no  person  becoming  a  bankrupt,  according  to  the  in- 
tent and  proviaiona  of  thia  act,  ahali  t)e  entKled  to  a  certificate 
of  discharge,  or  to  an^  of  ttie  l)enefiia  of  the  act,  unleaa  the  oooi' 
miaaionera  shall  certify,  under  ibeir  handa,  to  the  judge  of  tha 
district  within  which  such  commission  iasues,  that  auch  bank* 
rupt  hath  made  a  full  diacoivery  of  hia^or  her  eauce  and  effacta^ 
and  in  all  thinga  conformed  him  or  beraelf  to  thediracUooBof 
this  act;  and  that  there  doth  not  appear  to  ibem  any  reason  to 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  such  discovery,  or  that  the  same  was  doc 
a  full  discoverer  of  the  said  bankrupt's  eatata  and  efl^t^  or 
unless  the  said  judge  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  said  certifi- 
cate was  unreasonably  denied  by  the  commissionerB;  and  unleai 
two-thirds,  in  number  and  in  vaine,  of  the  creditws  of  the  tMok* 
rupt,  who  shall  be  creditors  for  not  leas  than  fiay  doljara,  re- 
spectively, and  who  shall  have  duly  proved  ihcii  debts,  under 
the  said  commission,  shall  sign  such  certificate  to  the  judgi^ 
and  testify  their  consent  to  the  allowance  of  a  certificate  of  <»#-  I 
charge,  in  pursuance  of  this  act;  which  signing  and  conaent 
shall  be  also  certified  by  the  commissioners:  but  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  not  certify  the  same  till  they  have  proof;  by  , 
affidavit  or  information,  in  writing,  of  such  creditoia,  or  of  ttva 
persons  respective! v  authoriztd  for  that  purpose,  aigniiw  tha 
said  certificate;  which  affidavit  or  affirmation,  together  with  tha 
letter  or  Dower  of  attorney  to  sign,  shall  be  laid  before  tha 
judge  of  the  district  within  which  suc>h  commission  lssttea,in 
order  for  the  allowing  the  certificate  of  discharge;  and  the  eaid 
certificate  shall  not  be  allowed,  unless  the  bankrupt  make  oaih 
or  affirmation,  in  writing,  that  the  certificate  of  the  commis- 
sioners, and  consent  of  the  creditors  thereunto,  were  olMained 
fairly  and  without  fraud:  and  any  of  the  creditors  of  the  said  ' 
bankrupt  are  allowed  to  be  heard,  if  they  shall  think  fit,  befoca 
the  respective  persons  aforesaid,  against  the  making  or  ulowng 
of  stich  certificates  by  the  commiMionera  or  judge." 
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Siconibf,  That  tbe  iDsolvent  laws  of  the  States 
be  respected  and  left  in  force,  to  the  same  degree 
that  they  were  ordered  to  be  respected  by  the  6ht 
section  of  the  act  of  1600;  which  section  is  in  tbe 
foUowiag  words: 

'That  this  act  sliall  not  repeal  or  annul,  or  be  construed  to 
npeal  or  annul,  tbe  1am  of  any  State  now  in  Ibrce,  or  wiiieh 
noay  boeaAar  l>e  enacted,  for  the  leliefof  inaoirentdeblore,  ex- 
cept eo^r  as  tbe  eame  mav  respect  persons  who  are,  or  may 
lie,  clearly  within  the  pnnrtew  of  this  act,  and  whose  debts 


aball  amount,  in  the  cases  epedfied  in  the  second  section  there- 
of, to  the  sums  therein  menuened.  And  if  any  person  within  the 
purview  of  this  aa  shall  be  impf  isoned  for  tbe  space  of  three 
months  for  any  debt  or  upon  any  contract,  unless  (he  creditors 
ofsttchpriMnersbAli  proceed  to  prosecute  a  commiBsion  of 
bankruptcy  against  him  or  her.  agreeably  to  the  profisionsof 
this  ace,  such  debtor  may.juid  snail  be,  entitled  to  relief  under 
any  such  laws  fpr  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtois,  this  act  not- 
withstanding." 

TkhrHy.  That  the  liens  created  by  Sta'e  laws 

on  the  property  of  baokrapts  be  re»p4cted  and  ob- 

aanred  ih  the  same  fall  and  absointe  manner  in 

which  they  were  ordered  to  be  respected  and  ob* 

served  by  the  64th  section  of  the  said  act  ot  1800; 

which  section  is  in  these  words: 

*Thal  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  taken  or  con- 
■tnied  to  invalidate  or  impair  any  lien  existing  at  the  date  of 
this  act  upon  the  lands  or  chattels  of  any  person  who  may  be- 
come bankrupt." 

FotirUly.  That  a  person  ftnbjfot  to  involontary 
bankruptcyshall  not  ha?e  the  privilege  of  volun- 
tary bankruptcy;  bat,  on  filing  a  declaration  of  in- 
solvency, shall  l>e  sabject  to  be  proceeded  against 
at  tlie  will  of  his  creditors,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  6  h  secuon  of  (he  bankrupt  act  of 
Qeorge  IV,  and  the  13'h  section  of  the  insolvent 
debtors  act  of  tbe  same  reign. 

Ft/UUy.  That  the  operation  of  the  act  be  pros- 
pective only,  according  to  tbe  first  section  of  the 
bankrnpt  act  of  the  year  1800. 

StolAly.  That  agreements  on  the  part  of  bank- 
rupts in  office  to  assign  a  part  of  their  salaries  and 
emoluments  to  their  creditor.*,  be  binding  in  law, 
and  give  the  creditors  a  right  to  have  the  same  re- 
tained for  their  benefit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BBNTON,  the  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  petition  from   W. 
M.  Q^aackenboss  and  others,  sureties  of  (he  late 
collector  for  the  poft  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Swart- 
wooi,)  asking  that  a  law  might  be  parsed  aathor- 
izing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  compromise 
with  oaid  snreiies  their   liabilities  to  the  United 
States.    Mr.  W.  remarked  that  this  mstter  had 
been  before  the  Senate  three  or  four  consecutive 
sessions,  and  a  bill  had  been  invariably  passed, 
bat    failed   in    the    House    for    want   of    time. 
Re  hoped,  as  this  was  a  short  session,  and  as  it 
was  to  the  interest  of  all  parties  that  the  matter 
shoold  be  settled,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary woald  give  the  subject  the  earliest  considera- 
tion possible,  and  report  a  bill  without  delay.    He 
moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee',  but,  as  no  such  committee  wsa  yet  ap- 
pointed, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  tne 
present. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  over,  under  the  lole,  viz: 

Resotved^  That  the  Committee  on  th«  Judiciary  be  in- 
strnctedtoinqnireinto  the  expediency  of  instructing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  communicate  with  the  judicial  officers  of 
the  United  States  who  have  had  tbe  execution  of  the  banlr- 
rupt  law,  and  ascertain  from  them  the  number  of  applicati'ns 
under  the  act,  both  Tolontary  and  involuntary;  the  number  of 
discharges,  thepoims  decided  under  any  provision  of  the  act, 
the  opinionsoi  the  judges  as  to  any  amendments  or  modifica- 
tkms  of  the  act;  and  such  other  information  as  he  may  deem 
neceasary  to  show  the  effects  and  operattoiw  of  the  act;  and 
that  he  report  the  same  to  the  Senate  on  the  first  day  of  the 
next  session. 

Mr,  BARROW  gave  notice  that  be  wooW  on 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  W.  Chinn. 

THE  EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BATARD  rose  and  said  he  would  tahe  this 
early  opportnnity,  in  conformiiy  with  the  notice 
which  he  ha4  given  on  ih«  last  day  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  introduce  a  resolution  which  he  bad  be^n 
instiacted  by  the  Legislature  ot  his  State  to  intro- 
duce foai  years  af^o;  and  he  would  take  occasion 
lo  say  that  it  was  his  design  to  a  k  its  considera' 
tion  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable.  The  Senate 
having  nothingof  a  very  important  nature  to  occupy 
its  attention  at  pre&ent,  he  hoped  they  woa^d  be 
able  to  lake  tbe  matter  into  consideration  within 


the  present  month,  su  the  adoption  of  the  resolaiion 
woold  be,  in  his  opinion,  a  happy  consummation 
with  which  to  close  the  year,  it  waf*  to  le&cind 
the  resolution  o(  the  16  h  January,  1837,  common- 
ly  called  tbe  "expunging  resolution."  Mr.  B.^ 
resolu'iun  was  then  ifieot  to  the  Chair,  and  read  as 
follows: 

Whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  functions  asadehlwratire  assembly,  did,  on  tlie  28ih  day  of 
Mafch,  1834,  adopt  the  following  resolntion: 
'  **Jieaolved,  Tbat  the  President,  in  tbe  late  Executive  pro- 
ceedlogs  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  Conatliutiun  and  laws, 
but  in  derogation  of  both." 

And  whereas  alterward,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  day  of  January. 
1837,  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  the  above  resolution,  adopted 
anotber,  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  the  raid  resolve  be  expunged  from  the 
Journal:  ana  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may  appoint,  shall 
bring  the  manuscript  Journal  of  the  session  of  1833-'4  into  the 
Senate,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines 
round  the  said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof)  in 
strong  leuers,  the  words  following:  Expunged  by  order  or  the 
Senate,  thisl6ih  day  of  January,  in  theVear  of  our  Lord  1837." 

And  whereas  the  ConstituUon  of  the  United  States  expressly 
requires  that  each  House  of  Congress  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  meaning  thereby  to  preserve  a  faithful  and 
permanent  record  of  those  proceedings: 

And  whereas  the  Senate  of  theUoiied  States,  independently 
of  its  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  (unctions,  has  tbe  in- 
herent right,  as  a  deliberative  assembly,  to  express  its  opin- 
ions, which  can  be  done  only  by  resolution-— which  opinions, 
when  thus  expressed,  l)ecome  part  of  its  proceedincs,  of 
which  the  Constitution  provides  that  a  permanent  record  shall 
t)e  kept : 

'  And  whereas  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  July,  VEST,  and  the 
act  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  compliance  with  it,  in 
legal  contemplation  destroved,  and  in  fact  defaced,  the  record 
ofthe  proceeding  to  wjuch  it  refers  :  wherefore 

Reeolved,  That  the  resolution  ofthe  16ih  of  January,  1837, 
commonly  called  the  expunging  resolution,  bo,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  rescinded,  and  shall  be  forever  hereafter  held  as 
nauicht;  and  that,  in  ad  future  publications  of  that  poitton  of 
the  Journsl  which  contain*  the  resolution  of  1833^  '4.  and  in  ^l 
copies  which  may  hereafter  be  made  of  the  same  for  any  offi- 
cial or  legal  purpose,  the  said  resolution  of  1833-*4  shall  be 
published  andcopiedas  it  was originslly enteied  on  the  nid 
Journal,  without  any  notice  whatever  of  the  superscription 
which  was  erroneously  made,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
of  the  16ih  of  January,  1837.  ; 

The  resolntion  was  then  ordered  to  be.pnnted. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was  ordered 
that,  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Mon- 
day next. 

JUDGBS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  TAPPAN  gave  notice  that  he  wonld,on 
Mondsy  nexi,  ask  leave  to  introdnee  a  resolntion* 
proposing  to  smend  the  GobFtiiution  of  the  United 
S'ates,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  judges  of 
the  United  States  courts. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned  tilt  Moa- 
ddy  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Thubsdat,  December  8, 1842. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  offered  the  following  reso* 

lotion,  w^ich  wat  considered  and  adopted: 

Retolvedf  That  the  several  memorials,  petitions,  and  reeo> 
luuons  presented  to  the  House  of  Representativee,  during  the 
present  Congress,  which  have  not  been  finally  acted  on;  also,  all 
bills  which  went  from  this  House  to  the  Senate,  and  which 
were  lost  there;  and  such  bills  as  were  referred  to  the  several 
committees  of  this  House,  and  not  reported  on;  be  again  re- 
feired  to  the  c^mmiuce  to  i^hich  the  same  were  heretofore 
referred,  as  soon  as  the  said  committees  shall  be  organised— 
a  written  request  to  that  effect  being  handed  by  any  member  to 
I  he  Cleilc,  whone  dutv  it  shall  be  to  enter  the  same  in  the 
journal,  as  if  presented  in  the  House. 

ABOLITION. 

The  resolaiion  sobmiited  by  Mr.  Adams,  lo 
rescind  ihe  Slst  rule,  so  as  to  admit  the  rrcepiion 
of  abolition  petitions,  resolutions,  Ac,  on  which 
the  previous  qaes'.ion  had  been  miycd  snd  sec- 
onded, came  up  s*  the  fi»st  business  in  order. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  J0NE8  moved  to  lay  it  on  th^ 
table;  and  called  fnr  the  yens  and  nays  on  'h» 
ques'ion;  which  wf  re  ordered,  and  resulted  in  yeas 
93,  nays  95,  as  follows: 

YE A.S— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Beeson.  Bid- 
laclc,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Charles  Brown,  Burlte,  Willis m  Butler, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
Casey,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross.  Daniel,  Daw- 
son, l>ean,  Dcbcrry,  E-iatroan,  John  C.  Edwards,  f'harles  A. 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  William  O- 
Goode,  Harris,  Hastinffs,  Hsys,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hou*pn, 
Hubbard,  Hunter,  Charles  J  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Wnu  Cost  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  Juhn  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jone»,  Kelm,  John 
P  Kennedy,  Abraham  McCIellan,  McKay,  Mai  lory,  Marchand, 
MauhewB,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mirchell,  Moore,  New- 
hard.  OwBley,  Payne,  Pcarcc,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Powell,  Ray 
ner.  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rheii,  Ri§ge,  Riigers,  Saun- 
tleri,  Sheppeid,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  «>ri|g,  Sieenrod,  Sum  • 
mere,  Swcney,  TaHaferio,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward.  Warren. 
Washington,  Watterson,  Waller,  Wesibroofc,  Wise,  and  Wood 


WAYS    Measis.  Adams,  Aliens  flherloek  J.  Andrews,  Ay* 


Stsley  N.  Clafte,  Jamra  Cooper,  Cowon,  Cranston,  OostHnjgy 
Garratt  Davis,  Richard  D  Davie,  John  Edwards,  Bgftert,  Sv-. 


erett^Fesienden,  Piltmore,  JohnG.  ^ioyd,  A.  Lawrence  f  iwier, 
Giddlngs,  Patrick  G.  Goods,  Gordon,  Grangeri' Hall,  Hsisted, 
HeniT,  Howard  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Iiigersslt,  James  Irvin, 
MTidiam  W.  Irwin,  James,  Lion,  Litilefield.  Lowell,  Rob^^rt  Mc» 
Clellan,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  Samst^n  Mason, 
Malhiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mor- 
row, Osborne,  Parmenter,  Patridge,  Pendletoh,  Ramsay,  Ben- 
jamin Randallj  Randolph.  Ridgway,  Rodoey,  Rooos^rel^  Wm. 
Russell,  James  M  Russell,  Saltonstall,  itenford,  Siinonton, 
Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  fltokely,  Siraiton,  TMIinghaal, 
Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Uoderfrood,  Vao  RenaselMr. 
JosephL.  White, Thomas W.  Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and 
A.  Young— 96, 

do  the  Honte  refnced  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table< 

The  qnestion  then  reenning,  **Shall  the  main 
qaestion  be  now  put)*' 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  the  f  oint  of  order 
raised  by  him  yesterday;  and  contended  ihaS  al« 
thoQgh  the  eiTeci  of  the  second  to  th^  preTioos 
qnesiion  was  to  pnt  an  end  to  debate,  yrt  the  refu- 
sal of  the  House  to  order  the  main  qoes'ioo  to  ba 
pnt,  aothorized  dehaie  after  the  next  day.  He 
understood  from  the  Manual,  that  the  decHi^'n  of 
the  House  refusing  lo  order  the  main  question  to 
be  pnt,  carried  the  question  over  to  the  next  day; 
but,  when  that  day  came,  if  the  main  qaesii^ni  was 
not  ordered,  the  second  was  imperative.  If  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  wss  coaeet,  the  House  might 
go  OB,  from  day  to  day,  refusing  to  lay  the  resoln- 
tion on  the  table,  and  refusing  to  order  the  main 
question  to  be  put;  and  thus  the  question  wcuid 
never  be  settled.  Certainly,  a  construction  of  ihe 
rules  leading  to  such  consrqoences  could  not  be 
correct.  It*  had  been  suggested  by  »ome  one  be- 
hind him,  that  the  difficulty  could  be  chviaied  ty 
reconsidering  the  qnestion;  and  he  therefore  hoped 
that  some  gentleman  who  voted  with  the  majority 
would  move  a  reconsideration. 

The  SPEAKER  reaffirmed  his  decision,  and 
pointed  out  two  authorities,  which  he  read  to  tha 
House,  sustaining  his  drcirion. 

Mr.  EVERETT  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  take  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair;  slating  that,  if  the  gentleman  did  not  ap- 
peal, he  would  appeal  himself.  [Mr.  Uiinsnwooi» 
said  that  he  would  take  an  appeal,  in  order  to  try 
the  tense  of  ihe  House  on  the  subject.]  Neither 
of  the  c«ses  read  by  ihe  Chair,  Mr.  B.  said,  gave 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker  or  of  ihe  House  on  the 
question  now  at  issue;  iu  both  eases,  the  difficulty 
having  been  got  over  by  the  members  moving  a 
reconsideration,  instead  of  takinj;  an  appeal.  The 
error  of  the  Chair  seemed  to  him  to  consist  in  this: 
that  he  took  tbe  second  to  the  previous  question  for 
the  order  of  the  House.  By  ihe  parliatrcntsry 
law,  the  previous  question  couli  be  seconded  by  & 
single  member;  and  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
it  required  a  majority  for  a  second;  but  in  both 
cases  it  was  only  a  second,  and  n^t  ihe  order  of  ihe 
House.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  whfo  the 
question  fell,  the  second  f<ll  wiih  it.  It  wr-s  now 
too  late  to  move  the  reconfider8iioo,aod  iht  first 
question  to  be  put  would  be  on  orderina  iht'  main 
que»tion.  If  that  should  be  lost,  the  Hou^e  would 
be  j«it  where  it  was  the  day  before;  and  so  ihey 
might  ihns  go  on  from  day  to  day,  refusing  to  isy 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  refuMog  >o  wider 
the  main  question  to  be  taken.  Mr.  E  concluded 
by  appealing  from  the  decision  of  ih*"  Chair. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr  BRIGQS,  and  a 
reply  by  the  CHAIR,  neither  of  which  were  dis- 
tinctly understood  by  the  reporter, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks, 

when  ^^ 

Mr.  T0RN1?Y  called  him  to  order,  on  ihe 
ground  that  ihe  appeal  was  not  debatable. 

Mr,  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  rcftrred  to  some  au- 
thorities sustaining  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected  to  debate  on  ihe  appeal, 
and  moved  to  lay  it  on  ihe  table;  which  n?o'it  n 
was  carried  without  a  divisif^n. 

The  question  was  then  taken  en  ordering  the 
main  question,  and  deciiled  in  the  negative—yras 
95,  nays  100,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Aji^ 

cricc.  Babcock,  Dakar,  Barnard,  Birdeeye,  Blair,  Boardniun, 

1  Bsroefi,  BVOM,  Jicifii,  BNclLWay)  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown- 
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Bumelk  CftlhouQ,  Casey,  ChUda,  Chittandwi.  John  C.  Clark, 
Sialay  N  Clarke.  James  Cooper,  Cowen.  Craneton,  Garreu 
Davta,  Richard  D.  DavM,  John  Edwarda,  Egbert,  E/ere«, 
Parrls,  Fe^eaden,  Fillmore,  A  I^wrence  Potter,  Oiddiogs, 
Patrick  G.  Qoode.  Granger,  Hall|  Halaied,  Henry,  Howard, 
llQchon,  Joeeph  R.  Togoreoll,  Jamee  Inrln,  Jamea,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Linn,  MoKennan,  Malhiot,  Bfattocks,  Maxwell, 
Ifaynara,  Monao,  Morris,  Marrow,  Osborne,  Owslev,  Par- 
meoter,  Paixidb,  Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Jfcindall, 
Alexander  RaSdaU,  Randplph,  Rayner,  Reyno  ds,  Ridgway, 
Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonslall, 
flanford,  SImontoo,  Blade,  Truman  Smitb,  btanly,  Btokely, 
Stratton,  Sommers,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son, Tillioghsst,  Toland,Tomlinson,TripIetu  Trumbull,  Van 
Beoaselaer,  Washixurton,  Joseph  L.  Wbiu*,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Whuhrop,  Yorke;  and  Augustus 
Young— 96.  .  ^  „  _, - 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Beeson,  BW- 
lack,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  William 
Butler,  William  O.  BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  Thomas  J  Campbell,  Chapman.  Cliflbrd,  Clinton, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Cushing,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Deberry,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  John  G.  Floyd,  Cbarjes 
A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Gogffin,  Wil- 
liam O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Green,  Giistine,  Harris,  Bastings, 
Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Uooston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  Tngeffsoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Koim,  Littlefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  MedilL  Meri- 
wether, Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newbard,  Payne,  Pearce, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Powell,  Read,  Reding,  Reocher.  Rhett, 
Rlggs,  Rogwrs,  Roosevelt,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd.  William 
Smith,  Snyder,  Sprisg.  Sieenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart, 
Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Van  Burcn.  Ward, 
Waircn,  Watteiwrn,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Wise,  and  Wood— 
100. 

So  th«  Honse  refused  to  order  the  main  question 
10  be  now  pat. 

THE  ONB-HOUR  RULE. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  rose,  parsutnt  to  notice 
given  yesterday,  to  move  (hat  the  one-boar  rule 
adopted  at  the  last  session,  (which  had  been  incor- 
porated in  the  general  rules,  and  was,  iherefore,  in 
force  for  the  present  session,)  be  now  rescinded. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  a  point  of  order;  and 
he  inquired  from  the  Speaker  whether  it  was  in 
order  lo  more  that  resolution  at  that  time.  He 
contended  that  resolutions  weie  not  then  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 

Maryland  [Mr.  Johhsok]  had  g'lTen  notice  of  his 

motion,  and  it  had  been  received  and  entered;  and 

*  as  there  was  now  no  other  ^business  before  the 

House,  it  came  up  in  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  contended  that  the  notice  given 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  only  authorized 
the  introdnction  of  his  resolution  when  resolutions 
were  in  order;  but,  at  present,  petitions  were  in 
order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  were  no  committees 
appointed  to  which  petitions  could  be  referred;  and 
he  decided  this  resolntiou  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  then  said  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  but  hs 
felt  desirous  to  say  that  it  was  indispensable  to  wise 
legislation  that  a  reasonable  time  should  be  given 
for  the  discussion  of  the  questions  which  should 
come  before  this  House.  It  was  due  to  the  coun- 
try that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  express  their  opinions 
on  some  of  the  vast  questions  that  would 
arise — the  currency,  for  instance.  H  is  object,  there- 
fore,  was  not  to  delay,  but  to  expedite  the  public 
business.  He  was  willing  that  a  particular  day 
should  be  fixed  to  terminate  debate  on  any  partic- 
ular bill,  or  that  the  House  should  have  the  con- 
trol of  it  by  the  prerious  question.  But  he  con- 
tended that  no  party  had  been  benefited  by  the 
adoption  of  this  one-hour  rule.  They  had  been 
here  during  two  sessions,  and,  since  the  adoption 
of  this  rule,  no  member  had  had  time  to  express 
his  views  fully  on  any  qoeetion.  He  (Mr.  John- 
son) had  been  thereby  compelled  to  be  a  silent 
member  of  the  House — [laughter]— and  for  one, 
he  should  desire,  on  one  or  two  subjects,  to  address 
the  House  at  a  greater  length  ^han  the  rule  in 
question  would  permi^  He  wished  this  great  body 
tobelhe  organ  of  the  people;  and,  as  their  Represent- 
atives, to  discuss  public  measures,  and  to  carry 
them  out  aAer  a  full  examination;  and  hence  he 
made  this  motion.  But  as  it  was  not  his  intention, 
as  he  had  before  stated,  to  consume  unnecessarily 
the  time  of  the  House,  he  would  now  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  as  the 
SpBAKsa  was  about  to  propose  the  question,'  Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put? 

|dr.  Mclennan  rose  and  said,  beUeving  that 


to  be  one  ol  ihe  best  roles  this  Hou>c  ever  adopied-, 
he  would  move  to  lay  ihe  le^oluiioii  ou  the  (able; 
and  on  this  motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  ycAs  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  the  mo- 
lion  to  lay  the  rescinding  resolution  on  the  table 
prevailed— yeas  116,  nays  70,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Aycrig^, 
Babcoct,  Baker,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Bolls,  Brlggs.  Brockway,  Milton  Brown, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  William  Builcr,  William  O. 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chap. 
man.  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper, 
Cowen.  Cranston,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  John  Edward*, 
Feaaenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  GambltL  Giddings, 
Gilmer,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Gooile,  Graneer,  Hall,  Haleled, 
Hays,  Iienry,  Holmes,  Houston,  Howard,  Hudson,  Joseph  R. 
IncersoU,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Linn, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McKennan,  Marchand,  Samson  Mason, 
Mathiot,  Mattocks.  Maxwell,  Maynartl,  Meriwether,  Miichell, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Patrldge, 
Pendleton,  Plumer,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Bc-njamin  Randall,  Alex- 
ander Randall,  Rwidolph,  Rayner,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rwluey, 
Roirers,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstali,Shep- 
pe^  SImonton,  Sladc, Truman  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stokely, 
Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliafsrro,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tilllnghast,  Toland, 
Tomlinson,  Tripleit,  Tmmbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Warren,  Washington,  Wcller,  Westbrook,  Jose|>h  L.  Whiw, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Wlnthrop,  Yorke,  and  Augustus  Young 

—116. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barnard, 
Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Green  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cross,  Cushing,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean,  EasUnan, 
Egbert,  Everett, Ferris,  JohnO.  Floyd, Chariee  A.  Floyd, Gerry, 
William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gustine,  Harris,  Hastin|;s,  Hop- 
kins, Hubard,  Charles  J.  IngersoU,  William  W.  Irwio,  Jack, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Littlefield,  Lowell, 
Robert  McClellan,  McKay.  McKeon,  Mallory,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Mathews,  MedlH,  Miller,  Newhard,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pickens, 
Read,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggai  Sanford,  Shaw,  William 
Smith,  Bprigg,  Sieenrod.  Sweney,  Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Ward, 
Watteraon,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Wood— 70. 

Mr.  WELLBR  moved  ihat  when  this  House 
adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Monday 
next;  which  was  carried,  the  vote  being  91  in  the 
affirmative  and  60  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  then 
adjourn,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed to  meet  again  on  Monday  next. 

The  following  additional  members  appeared  in 
their  placet  to-day: 
Messrs.  Saundbrs,  Q«  W.  Cilowkll,  W.  O. 

G0<HIE,     MBaiWBTHBB,     MOORB,     MaTNARD,    Itud 

Howard. 


IN  SENATE. 

MoHDAT,  December  19, 1849 

The  Senate  met  at  19  o'clock. 

The  following  Senators,  in  addition  to  those 
heretofore  announced,  appeared  in  their  seats  to- 
day, viz:  Messrs.  Simmons  and  Spraoub,  of  Khode 
Island;  Messrs.  Writb  and  Smith,  of  Indiana; 
Mr.  YouNO,  otIiIinois;Mr  Lmir,  of  Missouri;  Mr. 
WooDBRiDGB,  of  Michigan;  and  Mr.  Fulton,  of 
Arkansas. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal  of  Thursday 
last,  the  President  pro  ttm*  announced  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  standing  committees;  but,  previous  to  such 
annunciation,  he  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  IMr.  Biybs,]  who  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  oU  Foreign  Relations 
at  the  last  session,  had  expressed  a  wish  to  the 
President  pro  tern,  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  that  committee,  and  gave  reasons  for  such  wish, 
which  were  considered  ample. 

The  committees  are  as  follows: 

On  Foreign  RelalUns. — Messrs.  Archer,  Berrien, 
Buchanan,Tallmadge,  and  Ghoate. 

On  JInanee. — Messrs.  Evans,  Graham,  Wood- 
bury, Berrien,  and  Crittenden. 

On  Commeree, — Messrs.  Huntington,  Wood- 
bridge,  Kin^,  Barrow,  and  Wright. 

On  ManvfadVTu. — Messrs.  Simmons,  Archer, 
Miller,  Buchanan,  and  Moiehead. 

On  Jigriemliure.^-'MessTS.  Linn,  Bates,  Crafts, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  and  Sturgeon. 

On  MUitar^  Jffaki. — Messrs.  Crittenden,  Mer- 
rick, Benton,  Huntington,  and  Wilcox. 

On  the  MUttia — Messrs.  Barrow,  Fulton,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  William?,  and  McRoberts. 

On  Jfoptd  JIffdn. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Qraham, 
William;,  Choate,  and  Barrow. 

On  PubUe  Land$. — Messrs.  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Huntington,  and  Conrad. 

On  PrioaU  Land  CUdm$, — Messrs.  Henderson, 
Linn,  Tappan,  Fulton,  and  Spragne. 


On  Indian  ^f«trf.— Me«srs.  White,  Moiebead, 
Sevier,  Phelps,  and  Benton. 

On  C/otm*.— Messrs,  Graham,  Wright,  Wood- 
bury, Woodbridge,  and  Phelps. 

On  Revotuiionary  Cteiiw.— Messrs.  Phelps,  Clay- 
ton, Smith  of  ConneciicQi,  Alien,  and  Williams. 

On  the  JfidicMry.— Messrs.    Berrien,    Clayton, 
Dayton,  Walker,  and  Kerr. 

On  the  PoU  Qffiee  and  PoU  Ra^di — Messrs,  Mer- 
rick, Simmons,  McRoberts,  Conrod,  and  Miller. 

On  Roads  and  Cmoh. — Messrs.  Porter,  Whitr, 
Young,  King,  and  Cuihbert. 

On  Pensions — Messrs.    Bates,    Bagby,    Allen, 
Phelp%  and  Sevier. 

On  the  District  nf  Co^umblc.-'Messrs.   Miller, 
Bavard,  Kisg,  Kerr,  and  Young. 

On  Patents  and  the  Patent  Qffke  --Messrs.  Kerr, 
Porter,  Henderson,  Wilcox,  and  Siurfteon. 

On  the  Pvbke  BwIdrngs-^MessTS.  Dayton,  Ful- 
ton,  and  Evans. 

On  the  LiArory— Messrs.  Woodbridge,  Tappan, 
and  Choate. 

On  Engrossed  Bitff .-^iessrs.  Conrad,  Bagby,  and 
Sturgeon. 

On  Enrolled  BiUf—MeBsts.  Spraguc  and  Wil- 
liams. 

To  Jludit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  — 
MeFsrs.  Tappan,  While,  and  Porter. 

On  Retrenchment. — ^Messrs.  Morehead,  Graham, 
Miller,  Fulton,  and  Sprague. 

On  Printing.— Messrs.  Clayton,  Williams,  and 
Sprague. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial,  nu- 
merously fri^ned,  from  manufacturers  of  furred 
hats,  in  the  city  cf  Philadelphia, representing  that, 
previous  to  the  passage  of  the  last  tariff,  hai- 
lers^furs  were  introduced  free  of  duty;  but  by  that 
tariff,  the  same  rate  of  duty  (25  per  cent.)  was 
imposed  on  unfinished  hats  and  unmanufactured 
furs  as  was  imposed  on  hats  finished;  which  oper- 
ated as  no  incidental  protection  to  them  at  all. 
They  state  that  if  the  95  per  cent,  duty  be  retain- 
ed on  furs,  it  will  throw  thousands  of  hatters  in  this 
country  out  of  employment,  and  ruin  the  business; 
and,  therefore,  pray  that^nmanufactured  furs  may 
be  admitted  free  of  duty:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufacinres. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  memorial  of 
William  duackenboss  and  others,  the  sureties  of 
Samuel  Sraitwout,  which  he  presented  on  Thurs- 
day last,  was,  in  addition  to  other  documents  on 
the  same  subject,  referred  to  ike  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  petition  of  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Conckey,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Taylor, 
Morrell,  &,  Co.,  of  New  York  eity,  praying  that  a 
law  might  be  passed  changing  the  name  of  the 
ship  Weiitchester:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  Seneca  county,  New  York, 
praying  that  Congress  would  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  widow  of  Joseph  Nourse,  deceased,  pray- 
ing the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  her,  wbieh 
was  decreed  to  her  deceased  hnsband  by '  the  Su- 
preme Court,  in  a  suit  against  the  United  Stales; 
which,  with  other  documents  on  the  files,  was  re- 
ferred  lo  ihe  Judiciary  Committe**. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  of  whieh 
Mr.  John  M.  Scott  was  chairman,  accompanied  by 
a  memorial  urging  strongly  upon  Congress  the  pro* 
priety  of  their  decidirg  upon  fhe  claims  for  French 
spoliations  prior  to  1800:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relatione. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  ihe  memorial  of  Con- 
stant R.  King  and  Julia  Headiey,  children  of  Jo- 
seph King,  dereased,  late  a  paymaster  and  clothier 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  to  be  allowed 
bounty  land  on  account  of  the  services  of  their  de« 
cea.<>ed  father:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  representa- 
tiyes  of  Samuel  Nicholson,  deceased,  lata  a  e^f* 
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tain  ID  ihe  naval  service,  praying  to  be  allowed  an 
mmount  of  pay  withheld  from  him  by  the  United 
States,  while  under  arrest,  of  which  he  was  after- 
wards honorably  acqnitted:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BERRIRN  presented  a  petition  from  Rich- 
ard H.  Wilde,  prayiDg  that  Congress  will  pa^s  a 
law  extending  to  him  the  benefit  of  the  copyright 
law  ot  the  United  States,  in  the  publication  of  a 
work  of  which  lie  is  the  author,  and  which  he  is 
compelfed,  from  ibe  naiore  of  the  work,  to  have 
first  printed  in  Europe:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr  BARROW,  as:reeably  to  notice,  on  leave, 
introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tbos.  W.  Cbinn; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
Samuel  Grice  of  Philadelphia,  praying  remunera- 
tion for  certain  losses  under  a  contract  with  the 
Navy  Department  for  cutting  certain  timber.  In 
consequence  of  interruption  by  hostile  Indians:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

JUDGES  OP  UNITED  STATES  COURTS. 

Mr.  T  APPAN,  agreeably  to  notice  given,  and  on 
leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  so  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  to  limit  the 
term  of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
Inferior  Courts  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  mad^  the  sppcial  order  of  the  day 
for  the  first  Monday  in  January,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Trurabull,  of  Pike  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the 
privilege  of  relocating  a  quarter  s^^ction  of  land 
received  on  account  of  military  services  during  the 
late  war;  and  also  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  YOUNG  also  gave  notice  that  he  woald,  on 
to*morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  bills  of  the  fcl* 
lowing  titles,  to  wit:. 

An  act  granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  to 
the  State  of  Illinois  to  aid  in  the  completion  of 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 

Am  act  appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  rents 
of  the  United  States  lead-mines  in  the  State  of  Il- 
linois, and  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  at  the  Rock 
River  and  Des  Moines  rapids,  in  the  Mississippi 
river. 

An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  in  the  State& 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois;  and 

An  act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  the  public  works,  an^  rebuilding  the 
light-boase  at  the  harbor  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Mnrray,  praying  certain  allowances  for  carrying 
the  United  States  mail:  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  petitions  from  Olive 
Thompson  and  Margaret  Gould,  widows  of  revo- 
lationary  soldiers,  praying  pensions:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  W.  alto  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Rossell,  of  the  schooner  Perch,  praying  for  fishing 
bounty:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  ciotion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  leave  was 
granted  D.  T.  Maurice  to  withdraw  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate  certain  documents. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  LINN  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  introduce  Certain  bills;  among 
which  was  a  bill  to  indemnify  General  Andrew 
Jackson  the  fine  of  |1,000,  with  costs,  imposed  on 
him  for  discharging  his  ofllcial  duties,  by  Judge 
Hall  of  New  Orleacs. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  Lucy 
DavLs  a  widow  of  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Richard  Harris  and  Nim- 
rod  Farrow;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oi^  Claims. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  the  petition  of 
Lemuel  Bingham,  praying  compensation  for  prop* 
erty  taJcen  from  him  by  i^  b$ni  of  Pottitwfitomie 


In(Rao^:  referRd  to  the  C.>mmitlee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

THE  EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 
Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that,  when  the  reso- 
lution introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Batarh]  to  rescind  the  expunging  resolution, 
came  up  fur  consideration,  he  would  move  to 
amend  it  with  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Tbat  the  reeoluUon  expunging  from  tlie  Senate  Journal  ihc 
•entence  of  condemnaiion  against  President  JacicMn  for  remo- 
ving the  public  depoaitea  from  the  Baolc  of  the  United  States^ 
commonly  called  "the  expunging  resoloiion,"  was  an  act  done 
bj  the  Senate  in  conformity  to  the  will  of  the  people,  authenti- 
cally expreased  in  the  popular  etectlone,  abd  in  the  instructions 
from  the  General  Aasemblies  of  the  States,  after  a  full  and  fair 
submiasion  of  the  queqiion  to  the  people  and  the  States  for  their 
consideration  and  decision.  And  the  said  ''expunging  resolu- 
tion" having  been  thus  adopted,  in  accordance  with  such  ex- 
pressed wiliand  instructions,  it  is  incompatible  with  theprin- 
ciples  of  representative  Government,  and  inconsistent  witn  the 
ree|iect  due  to  the  people  and  the  States,  and  unbecoming  the 
Senate,  to  act  upon  any  proposition  for  reeeinding  the  said  "ex- 
punging resolution,"  wtiile  the  said  instructions  of  the  States 
and  the  said  expressed  will  of  the  people  remain  unrevokea 
and  unaltered  by  any  subsequent  instruction  or  expression  of 
the  public  will. 

Ruolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  country  are  due  to  General 
Jdckson,  ex -President  of  the  United  States,  for  having,  by  his 
courage,  patriotism,  and  sagacity,  in  removing  the  public  de- 
posites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  1833,  and  in 
pTacing  bis  veto  upon  the  renewed  charter  of  that  l>ank,  in 
1632,  thereby  saved  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  from  the  pecuniary  lofl«,the  political  corruption,  and  the 
moral  poliuUon,  which  a  longer  connexion  with  that  iostitution 
most  have  brought  upon  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  submitted  the  following  res« 

olution;  which  li^  over  one  day  under  the  rule, 

▼iz: 

JtUsolvedi  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  inform  the  Senate  as  folio wai 

1.  The  number  and  estimated  value  of  vessels  which  will  Iw 
required  in  the  African  squadron  under  the  late;Britlsh  treaty. 

2.  The  probable  annua]  cost  of  repairing  said  vessels. 

3.  The  number  of  men  and  officers  which  the  equipment  of 
the  squadron  will  require. 

4.  The  probat^ie  annual  loss  of  men  from  deaths,  desertion, 
and  other  casualties,  on  board  said  squadron. 

5.  The  probable  annual  expenditure  of  said  rquadron,  under 
all  the  heads  of  expenditure  incident  to  the  s^vfce. 

6.  Whether  it  is  intended  to  make  the  squadron  consist  of 
more  than  eighty  guns,  and  the  calibre  of  the  guns  to  be  used. 

7.  Ttie  whole  number  of  guns  which  it  is  expected  to  have 
afloat  in  the  United  States  navy  during  the  year  1843,  and  the 
estimated  expense  of  the  naval  establishment  for  the  yeari  in* 
eluding  all  expenses  incident  to  keeping  up  the  navy. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  gave  notice  that  he  would  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bifl,  to  be  en- 
titled An  act  CO  amend  the  act  of  1842,  supplemen- 
tary to  the  acts  to  establish  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Scott  county,  Arkansas,  praying  Con- 
gress for  a  dooatic-n  of  a  quarter  section  of  land 
on  which  to  erect  their  county  buildings:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  13, 1843. 

The  minutes  of  Thursday  were  read  and  ap- 
proved; and  the  following  list  was  then  read  of 

STANDING  COMMITTES. 

Committee  ofEUcHwt. — Messrs.  Halsted,  Blair, 
Barton,  Borden,  Cravens,  Gamble,  Turney,  Hous- 
ton, anc  Reynolds. 

Committee  of  Wayt  and  Jtfeaiu.—Messrs.  Fillmore, 
Botts,  Samson  Mason,  Wallace,  T.  F.  Marshall,  J. 
R.  Ingersoll,  J.  W .  Jones,  Atherton,  and  Pickens. 

Ccmmittti  of  Claims  — Messrs.  Giddings,  Co  wen, 
Osborne,  Tomlinson,  Warren,  Hubard,  Arnold, 
Batke,  and  Medill. 

CommUUe  on  Commerce, — Messrs.  J.  P.  Kennedy, 
Winihrop,  Toland,  Childs,  Rayner,  Benjamin 
Randall,  S  J.  Andrew?,  T.  W.  Williams,  and 
Ferris. 

Committee  on  Public  Landt. — M<>ssr8.  Morrow, 
Casey,  Truman  Smith,  Gentry,  Bronson,  How- 
ard, Brewster,  Chapman,  and  Jacob  Thompson. 

CimmUlee  on  the  Poet  Cffiee  and  Post  Roade,-^ 
Messrs.  Brigg^,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wm  Russell, 
Brock  way,  Owsley,  Hopkins,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
John  G.  Floyd,  and  Plumer. 

CommiUee  for  the  Diatriei  of  ColtmiMa  — ^Messrs. 
Underwood,  Summers,  Alexander  Randall,  Powell, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  J.  Campbell,  Hunter, 
McKeon,  and  Dawson. 

Committee  on  the  JiM^tdory.— Messrs.  Barnard, 
Trumbull,  Pearce,  Maxwell,  Milton  Brown,  Gar- 


rett Davis,  Charles  J.  IngeiaoU,  Roosevelt,  and 
Saunders. 

Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims -^Messrs. 
Hall,  P.  G.  Goode,  Tripletl,  Ttios.  J.  Campbell, 
Maynard,  Washington,  James,  Parmenter,and  W. 

0.  Goode. 

Committee  on  Public  JB^pendi^urev— Messrs.  Linn, 
Hudson,  Morgan,  Van  Rensselaer,  James  W. 
Russell,  Mitchell,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Clmtcn,  and 
Littlefield. 

C<nnmittee  on  Private  -  land  CMna- — Messrs. 
Moore,  John  Young,  William  C.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Birdseye,  Payne,  R.  D.  Davis,  Cross, 
and  Harris 

Committee  on  ^antf/a«<ures.— Messrs  Saltonslall, 
Tillinghasr,  Randolph,  Blade,  Hant,  Henry, 
Allen,  Gilmer,  and  P.  C.  Caldwell. 

Committee  on  jfgri^^ttre>— Messrs.  Deberry, 
Ridgway,  Simonton,  Gnstine^  Doig,  Shaw,  John 
Edward^,  Patridge,  and   Hastings. 

CommUUe  on  Indian  ^jfaire —Messrs.  James 
Cooper,  Chittenden,  W.  Butler,  Rencher,  Joseph 
L.  White,  Watterson,  Weller,  John  C.  Edward?, 
and  Gwin. 

Committee  on  MUitaty  Jffairs — Messrs.  Stanly, 
Pendleton,  Goggin,  William  B.  Campbell,  Stokely, 
Wm.  0.  Butler,  Boilers,  Miller,  and  J  T.  Mason. 

CommiUu  on  the  Militia  -^Mersrs  Keim,  Coles, 
Ward,  Boyd,  Mark  A  Cooper,  Reding,  Alfred 
Marshall,  Sweney,  and  Snyder. 

Committee  en  Ifavai  40Urf.— Messrs.  Wise, 
Calhoun,  John  C.  Clark,  Burnell,  Fecsenden, 
Rbett,  Mallory,  Clifford,  and  Wood. 

'  Committee  on  Foreign  Jlffatn.'-MtsstB,  John  Ct. 
Adams,  Cubbing,  Everett,  Granger,  Sbcpperd,  A. 
H.  H.  Stuart,  Caruthers,  Meriwether,  and  Holmes. 

CommiUee  on  the  Terriiorief. —Messrs.  Pope, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Gates,  L'aac  D.  Jones, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  BayF,  Dean,  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  and  Black. 

Committee  on  RetoltUianary  Pensions. — Messrs. 
Taliaferro,  Fodney,  Suley  N.  Clarke,  Mathiot, 
L.  W.  Andrews,  Babcock,  Mathfws,  Fornance, 
and  Wm  Smih. 

CommiUee  on  Inoalid  Pensions  — Messrs.  Morris, 
Aycrigg,  Baker,  Gordon,  Straiton,  Read,  Doan, 
Sanfori,  and  Augustus  Young. 

Commutes  on  Roads  and  Canoie.— Messrs.  Mc- 
Kennan,  Lane,  John  B.  Thompson,  W.  W.  Ir- 
wn,   Sprigg,    Mattocks,    Steenrod,   Daniel,  and 

Riggf. 

CommUtee  on  PatinU — Messrs.  R.  McCIellan^ 

Cranston,  Gerry,  Ramsey,  and  Arrington. 

Committee  on  PMic  Buildings  and  Grounds'^ 
Messrs.  Boardman,  WarJ,  Cranston,  Bowne,  and 
Sumter. 

Committee  on  JZevisnt  and  UnJiniAed  Business — 
Messrs.  Eastman,  Beeson,  C.  A.  Floyd,  Jack,  and 
Mattocks. 

C<mimittee  on  jJcooun(*.— Messrs.  Marchand, 
Yorke,  Cary,  Sialey  N.  Clarke,  and  Joseph  L. 

Williams. 

Committee  on  JWicoge.— Messrs.  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  John  C.  Edward?,  Wcstbrook,  Egbert, 
and  Black. 

The  following  committees  of   the  last  session 

hoK)  over  for  Ihi^: 

CommiUee  on  the  ExpendUtares  in  the  StaU  DepaH- 
men^.— Me>srs^.  Van  Buren,  Hudson,  Oiiver,  Brock- 
way,  and  one  vacancy. 

CommiUee  on  the  Expendifurea  in  the  Treaswry  Dc 
por<men«.— Messrs.  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Samson 
Mason,  Patridge,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  and  James  Irvin. 

CommUtee  an  Expenditures  in  the  War  Depart' 
mm*.— Messrs.  McK^y,  Newbard,  Gamble,  Rey- 
nolds, and  Birdseye. 

CommUtee  an  Expenditures  in  ihe  Aavjf  Depart' 
men(.— Messrs.  Yorke,  Simonton,  Borden,  Alexan- 
der H.  H.  Stuart,  and  Green. 

CommUtee  on  ExpendUures  in  the  Post  OJlee  De- 
pflrtment.— Messrs.  Lowell,  Morgan,  Washington, 
Boyd,  and  Lane. 

CommUtee  on  Expenditures  on  Ute  PuhUe  Build- 
ings--MessTs,  Cave  Johnson,  Gates,  Bidlack, 
Stokely,  and  Houck. 

Joint  Committee  on  thi  Lisaiar. 

On  the  part  of  the  Houie.— ^Messrs.  Tillinghast, 
Aycrigg,  and  Stmit^r. 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


On  the  part  of  the  Senate, — M«srs.  Woodbridge' 
Tappao,  aod  Choate. 

SSLBOT   COMMTTTBBS. 

On  Aoltonai  Foundry  — Messiv.  Wm.  C.  Jobn- 
SOD,  Siim!>OD  Mavon,  King,  Raodoipb,  Mai  lory, 
HuDty  Keitn,  Parmenier,  biid  Cave  Johnson. 

On  Aofiotial    Printing   Cpee— Messrs.  Wii>e, 
Everett,  iamson  Mason,  Gentry,  and  Blaclf. 

Mr  CHARLES  BROWN  pre.<^entfd  ihe  peii- 
tion  of  silly  hatters,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
the  daiy  recently  imposed  on  foreign  fars  be  re: 
pealed:  ief«rred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. 

ABOLITION. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and  sai'S  as  the  .'  landing 
committees  had  been  appointed,  and  as  ihis  vas  a 
abort  session,  he  would  move  that  the  President's 
message  be  taken  up  for  reference. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected;  the  busines.^  in  order  be- 
ing his  resolution  to  rescind  the  31st  rale,  on 
which,  for  three  previous  days  of  the  session,  the 
House  had  refuted  to  order  the  main  qaesiien. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  urged  the  necessity  of  refer- 
ring the  President'^  message;  and  observed  thAt  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Missachu^etts' 
would  come  up  when  the  message  wns  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ADAMS  persisted  in  his  objection. 

Mr.  WM.  C03T  JOHNSON  said,  if  the  reso- 
lution  of  the  gentleman  from  Masrachnsett*  was 
thus  to  obstruct  the  public  business,  he  would  move 
that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHN£ON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  ordered,  resalted — yeas  10'6, 
nays  1 03,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meisrs.  LandafTW.  Andrewi,  Arrington,  Aiherton, 
Barton,  Beeaon,  Bid  lack,  Black,  Bo  woe,  Boyd,  Milton  Brown, 
Charles  Browo.  Barke.  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Carapi)ell, 
Wm.  B  .  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthera,  Cary, 
Casey,  Cliflbnf,  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel,  Dean, 
Deberry,  Doao,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
Fornance,  Gamble,  Gernr,  Gilmer,  Goj^gio,  Wm.  O.  Goo  te, 
Harris,  llastinss.  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hoack,  Houston, 
Hubard,  Charles  J.  Ingarsoll,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  Abraham  Mc* 
Clellan,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Thomas  F.  MamhuII, 
Mathews,  Madill,  Meriwether,  Millei,  Mitchell,  Moore.  New- 
hard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Plamer,  Pope,  Powell, 
Rayner,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rig^  Rogers,  Saunders, 
Bhaw,  Shepperd,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Sollers,  Bprlgg, 
Steenrod,  Bummers,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett,  Turney,  Van  Buren, 
Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Watierson,  Weller,  Westbrook, 
Cturistopber  L.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  and 
Wood.— 106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg,  Bttbcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Botis,  Brewster,  Brifrgs,  Brockway,  Bron- 
son.  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark, 
S'aiey  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  R.  D.  Davis,  Doig,  John  Edwards, 
Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd, 
A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Giddlngs,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gor- 
don«  Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  IngersoU,  James  Irvin,  W.  W.  Irwin,  James,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  Litilefield,  Lowell, 
Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marehall, 
■  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Hadocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Mor- 
gan, Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Patrldge,  Pendle- 
ton, Ramsev,  Benjamin  Randall,  Read,  Ride  way,  Rodney, 
Roosevelt,  Wm.  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Salstonstall, 
SladeJTruman  Smith,  Stanly,  Siofcely,  Siraiton,  Alexander 
H.  H.  Stuart,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Til  lie  gha^t,  Toland, 
Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Joseph  L. 
White,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  and  John  Young— 102. 

The  resolution  was,  therefore,  laid  on  ihe  (abl«. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAQE—THE  EX- 

CHEGtUBR. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  i^ubmitted  Ihe  nsoiif.n  which 
be  had  before  intimated  bis  desire  to  offer.  It  was 
in  the  following  terms: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  annual  message 
and  accompanjring  documents  as  relates  to  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  treaaury  and  financial 
concerns  of  the  Government,  including  the  exchequer  plan 
and  the  tarifT,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  warehousing  system, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  army  and  military 
defences  of  the  country,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afiairs. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  public  lands,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  navy  and  maritime 
defonces  of  the  country,  be  referred  (o  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

That  so  much  fhereof  as  relates  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfHce  and  Post 
Roads. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  reimbursing  a  fine  im- 
posed on  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Mr.  P1CKEN3  suggisieJ  lo  ihe  gen ieman  ftcm 
New  York  ihe  propriety  of  ^. mending  his  resolu- 
tion, io  as  lo  move  ihai  ihe  House  go  inia  Com- 
miiiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Pretiideni*s  message. 
A  practice  had  grown  up,  which  had  subverted  the 
oli  order  of  ihiogft;  but  he  hoped  (he  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wonld  take 
such  steps  a<  would  bring  ihe  House  back  to  the 
good  old  Republican  custom  of  responding  to  the 
President's  message. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  reason  why  he  had 
not  moved  to  go  into  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  President^  message 
was,  becAUse  the  experirncc  of  the  last  few  years 
had  shown  that  such  a  course  was  only  to  wa^te  a 
large  portion  of  ihe  lime  of  ihe  session  wiih  a  de- 
bate resulting  in  nothing.  For  two  or  three  ses- 
sions, the  President's  message  was  referred  to  the 
Committee^f  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ihe  Union; 
and  he  believed  at  one  of  those  sessions  the  mes« 
sage  never  came  cut  of  the  committee,  and  was  not 
referred  to  the  standing  committees  for  their  con- 
sideration. In  consequence,  at  the  last  session  the 
message  was  taken  up  in  the  Hense,  and  referred 
to  the  committees.  The  utility  of  that  conrse 
was  felt  ai  that  time,  when  they  were  commencing 
a  long  session;  but  the  propriety  of  it,  he  thought, 
was  much  greater  now,  when  they  were  com^ 
mencing  a  short  session. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  the  experience  of  the  Houfc 
was  directly  against  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of 
ihe  Committee  of  Wa\s  and  M^an?.  If  ihey 
agreed  to  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  object  would  be  a  general  discussion, 
which  mnsi  take  pl^ce  on  some  question^  and,  if 
it  took  place  now,  at  an  early  psriod  of  the  ses- 
sion,  the  Houie  would  be  then  prepared  for  effi- 
cient legislation.  It  was  well  known  that  hardly' 
any  bosineRs  was  ever  done  before  the  holy  days; 
and,  therefore,  if  the  President's  message  were  now 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  gentlemen 
could  express  their  views  in  defence  of,  or  reply 
to,  the  topics  of  the  message;  and  the  House  wonld 
be  then  ready  for  bnsinesx<f.  This  course,  it  must 
be  obvious,  would  expedite  the  public  business. 
He  thought  this  was  the  more  appropriate  mode, 
and  that  the  chaiiman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  wonld  find  its  adoption  the  best  policy. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said,  as  this  was  to  be  a 
»hortsei>sion,  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  measage  lo  the  committees;  and 
those  members  of  the  House  who  desired  to  maka 
speeches  upon  it  wonld  have  time  to  mature  their 
views,  and  the  disco»ion  would  then  be  interest*' 
ing.  If,  however,  there  were  any  gentlemen  that 
would  rise  on  that  floor  and  say  they  were  anx 
ions  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  message  geopr- 
ally,  he,  for  one,  as  far  as  his  vote  would  go,  would 
go  against  the  previous  question;  hot,  if  there  was 
no  gentleman  anxious  to  go  into  such  a  discussion, 
he  (Mr.  Johheoh )  would  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  considering  it  the  wisest  course  to  pursue, 
especially  at  a  short  session. 

Mr.  CUSHING  inquired  if  there  was  any,  und 
what,  disposition  to  be  made  of  that  part  of  the 
message  respfciing  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  laws  relating  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  .<>aid  there  was,  and  that  it  was 
proposed  to  refer  that  portion  of  the  message  to  the 
i^ommiitee  ot  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  shoulJ  propose  that 
that  portion  of  the  message  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and 
his  reason  was,  that,  by  the  rnles  of  the  House,  the 
bills  of  the  last  session  were  continued  to  thi?;  and 
that  amongst  those  bills,  there  was  one  on  the  cal- 
endar on  this  very  subject.  His  anxious  wi^h  was 
— he  did  not  know  how  far  the  House  would  par- 
ticipa*e  with  him — that  the  House  should  re'ach 
this  subject  ai  soon  as  possible,  that  the  country 
might  know  whether  there  wa«  any  prospect  of  a 
favorable  dispcsition  of  it.  The  most  expeditions 
and  the  fairest  way  was  to  take  up  the  bill  now  on 
the  calendar,  at  the  earliesi  moment,  and  in  antici- 
pation of  the  ordinary  bilh  of  the  session  from  ihe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  associate 
therewith  the  portion  of  the  President's  message  to 
which  he  had  alluded;  and  the  House  could  then 


proceed  to  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  that 
question,  in  relation  to  which  there  was  so  mtich 
expectation  throughout  the  couniry. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  motios 
of  the  gentleman  trom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pick- 
ens] to  refer  the  message  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  H^ose;  and  it  was  negatived. 

The  Clerk  again  read  the  propositions  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  it  was  suggested  should  be  acted  upon  sepa- 
rately. 

When  the  motion  for  the  reference  of  so  much 
of  the  Presideni's  message  as  related  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department  came  op  in  order,  (the  preceding 
proposition  hsving  been  agreed  to,) 

Mr.  CUSHING  renewed  his  motion  for  a  divi- 
sion of  the  resolution,  so  that  the  portion  he  had 
^pecififd,  and  for  the  reasons  he  had  given,  might 
go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  been  put  upon  a 
ground  which  was  not  tenable.  He  (Mr.  Fill- 
xore)  had  no  desire  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the 
way,  for,  on  the  contrary,  he  regretted  that  the 
subject  was  not  discussed  at  the  Ia5t  session.  The 
bill,  however,  was  now  on  the  calendar  as  one  of 
the  orders  of  the  day,  and,  therefore,  it  would  be  in 
order  any  day  to  move  to  go  into  committee  on 
that  bill.  The  reference  of  the  message,  as  he  pro- 
posed, would  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  for  that  bill 
was  by  no  means  the  plan  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment. This  part  of  the  President^  message  then 
might  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mean 9,  and  the  House  might  still  go  on  with  the 
consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said,  if  the  plan  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  for  the  simultaneous  con- 
sideration of  the  message  and  the  bill  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  were  agreed  to,  and  he  (Mr.  Cusnwe) 
should  move  to-morrow  to  go  into  committee  on 
the  bill,  he  should  be  met  with  the  cry  of  **0h! 
wait;  for  this  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  a  standing 
committee;  wait  until  we  get  their  report.*'  The 
gentleman's  conrse  was  an  ilkgical  one. 

If  they  referred  this  subject  to  a  standing  com- 
mittee, notwithstanding  the  bill  was  before  the 
House,  they  must  expect  to  get  something  from 
that  committee.  But,  suppose  be  was  not  enconn- 
tered  with  this  objection,  on  moving  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  in  that  committee 
he  should  be  encountered  with  the  objection 
that  this  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
standing  committee,  and  that  that  committee 
would  give  them  a  report  which  ought  to  be 
received  and  considered  before  this  subject  was 
disposed  of;  and  there  wonld  thus  be  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  despatch  of  ihis  bill.  But,  for  a  far- 
ther reason,  what  was  the  precise  object  of 
the  gentlemtn's  motion?  There  was  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  a  matured  i>ill,  which 
htd  been  before  the  House  and  the  couQlrjr 
for  neatly  a  year;  but  the  gentlrmaii  from 
New  York  paid  that  was  not  the  ideniical  plan  of 
the  Executive,  nor  the  precipe  scheme  recommended 
by  the  Piesideni'i  mes  age.  Now,  it  was  imma- 
terial whether  there  was  more  or  less  differenoe^ 
it  was  a  bill  reported  by  a  committee,  to  whom  a 
similar  recommendat'on  was  submitted;  and  he 
urged  upon  the  House  to  follow  out  that  conrse. 
The  House,  at  the  last  session,  referred  this  mat- 
ter to  a  committee  of  Ihe  friends  of  the  measure,  and 
they  deliberaied  and  reported  this  bill  to  the  House; 
and  now,  what  wa^  it  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  proposed?  Did  he  propose  to  refer  it  to  a 
committee  of  the  friends  of  the  measure?  If  he 
were  proposing  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  of  the 
friends  of  the  measure,  he  would  be  performing  a 
w(rk  o(  supererogation,  for  they  had  before  them 
the  ideas  of  such  a  committf  e.  What,  then,  was 
the  object  of  the  gentleman?  Was  it  to  refer  it  to 
its  enemies  that  it  might  be  crushed  and  damned? 
Was  that  the  gentleman's  obj  ct?  If  it  were,  he 
(Mr.  Coshing)  submitted  that  the  conrse  proposed 
was  not  a  just  or  a  fair  one;  it  was  against  the 
rules  of  all  fair  proceedings,  as  laid  down  in  the 
books  on  parliamentary  law;  and  he  therefore  ad- 
hered to  his  original  views,  and  to  a  course  which 
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was  both  bUaJghtforward  and  equitable.  He  hoped 
fhe  House  wi  uid  refer  this  poruon  of  the  message 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
UoioUi  that  ihey  might  proceed  to  its  consideration 
with  the  bill  now  in  the  Committee* 

Mr.  PICKENS  was  disposed  Jo  favor  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Majsachusetts,  [Mr.  Co?h- 
iifG,]  as  he  wished  to  give  the  A'iministraiion  a  fair 
hearing  b«fore  the  country  on  this  great  measure, 
upon  which  they  had  staked  ibemseWes.  He  was 
willing  that  tlie  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  a  full  discussion 
might  be  had  upon  \u  merits.  Hq  thought  it  due 
lo  the  President,  and  but  an  act  of  fairness  and 
justice.  He  was  opposed  to  its  going  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  aUhongh  he  was  a 
member  of  that  committee;  not  because  they  were 
its  enemie!*,  (as  the  gentleman  from  Uassachusetts 
had  said,)  for  of  that  he  knew  nothinp;  hot  be- 
cause he  deaired  the  friends  of  the  President,  who 
were  here  in  a  minority,  to  have  ample  scope  for  a 
fair  appeal  to  the  country  upon  a  measure  to  which, 
as  he  understood  it  now,  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  utterly 
opposed.  He  did  not  know  what  shape  it  would 
assume;  but  he  could  not  go  for  the  principles  of  a 
measure  which  looked  to  making  Government  pa- 
per, as  a  permanent  system,  for  circulation. 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  very  desirous  ihat  the  plan 
of  the  Executive  should  have  a  fair  examination. 
It  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  of  its  friends, 
and  they  damned  it;  and  he  now  wished  it  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  he  should  have  no  objection  that  they  be  in- 
structed to  report  the  bill  of  the  Executive,  that  a 
direct  vote  might  betaken  upon  iu 

Mr  CHARLES  J.  INQERSOLL,  after  a  few 
remarks,  which  were  inau  Ubie  at  the  reporter's 
desk,  observed  that  he  wished  to  give  this  measure 
the  direction  which  its  friends  preferred;  but  be  first 
desired  to  know  from  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Cdshino,]  whether  there  was  any 
difference  between  the  bill  reported  by  the  select 
committee  at  the  last  session,  and  the  plan  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  recom- 
mended by  the  President;  and,  if  so,  in  what  the 
difference  consisted. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  that  that  was  one  of  those 
questions  which  could  not  be  answered  by  yes  or 
no;  it  most  be  answered  by  a  statement  of  facts; 
and,  if  the  House  would  permit  bim,  he  would 
make  such  7.n  explanation  as  he  doubted  not  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  INQERSOLL  wished  to  know  whether  the 
plans  were  the  same  in  principle. 

Mr-  CUSHING  said  that  he  would  be  glad  to 
answer  that  question,  if  the  House  would  permit 
him.  No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  C.  went  on 
to  say,  that  the  bill  recommended  by  the  President, 
and  the  one  reported  by  the  select  committee,  were 
substantially  the  eame  in  proposing  a  certain  plan 
of  finance.  They  differed,  however,  in  two  points; 
and  these  were  in  regard  to  the  proportion  the  bills 
to  be  issued  are  to  bear  to  the  specie  on  hand,  and 
in  regard  to  exchanges.  The  bill  of  the  House 
allowed  the  issue  only  of  notes,  dollar  for  dollar  of 
specie  on  band;  while  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  allowed  ihe-issue  of  three  dollars  of 
notes  for  every  dollar  of  specie.  Again:  the  bill 
of  the  select  comi^iitee  excluded  ail  dealings  in 
exchange,  except  such  as  might  be  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Gcvernmeni;  while  the  Treasury  plan  proposed  to 
authorize  the  dealing  in  exchanges. 

Mr.  BOTTS  called  Mr.  C.  to  order,  on  th^ 
ground  that  he  was  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from 
Mas^achnsetis  had  been  permitted,  hy  the  general 
consent  of  the  House,  to  make  an  explanation  in 
detail;  and  that,  therefore,  he  had  a  right  to  go  on.- 

Mr.  CUSHING  observed  that  he  had  explained 
what  the  two  material  differences  were  in  the  two 
exchequer  bills;  and  he  would  only  add  that  there 
were  a  few  other  difiTerences,  which  were  qnestiobs 
merely  of  machinery,  details,  dbc. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  expressed  his  thanks  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  for  giving  him 
ali  the  explanation  he  desired-  He  would  then  say 
that  he  Woald  vote  for  the  reference  to  the  Cob- 


inittee  of  Ways  and  IVIeanx  of  the  Presideni'.  pro- 
ject, as  he  was  decidedly  and  immovably  opposed 
to  !•;  but  he  had  no  objection  to  the  reference  of 
the  bill  of  the  select  committee  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  because  he  believed  that 
soniething  might  be  made  of  it.  He  was  opposed 
to  it  for  another  reason:  he  was  opposed  to  any 
treasury  plan  that  originated  with  the  Executive; 
for  he  thought  it  high  time  that  this  House  should 
resume  the  right,  of  which  it  had.  divested  itself,  of 
beginning  such  matters  here. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  so  as  to  commit 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  plan  of  finance  presented  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Tre65ury  at  the  last  sesuon,  and  recom- 
mended by  the  President;  and  also  that  the  com- 
mittee report  their  opinion  whether  said  bill  ought 
to  pass. 

Mr.  HOLMES  expressed  his  astonishment  that, 
on  a  measure  which,  of  all  others,  required  the 
most  mature  deliberation — a  measure  which  was 
proposed  for  remedying  all  the  evils  which  have 
afilicted  the  country,  and  a  measure  which,  if  it 
should.ever  come  up  for  discussion,  would  draw  to 
it  all  the  financial  ability  and  the  acumen  of  the 
greatest  minds  in  the  House — a  proposition  should 
be  made,  by  way  of  instructions,  which  was  to 
decide  it  at  once.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  motion,  as,  in  principle,  it  violated  all  the  es- 
tablished ptactices  of  the  House.  He  wished  a  de- 
cision on  this  important  subject  to  be  made  after 
a  free  and  ample  discussion,  and  not  in  advance, 
by  giving  instructions  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  preferred  a  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  (he  bill  and  message  should  sro  to  the  same 
committee.  If  the  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  would  be  then  in  the 
power  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  move  to 
ref^r  the  plan  of  the  Select  Committee  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  thus  the  two  plans  could 
be  under  discussion  at  the  same  time,  and  the  one 
selected  that  might  be  found  to  be  the  most  de- 
sirable. 

In  regard  to  the  exchequer  scheme,  he  tbtoght 
there  should  be  some  decision  on  it,  one  way  or 
other,  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  CUSHING  here  modified  bis  motion,  so  as 
to  strike  out  the  second  resolution  of  Mr.  Fill- 
MORE,  and  insert  his  amendment  as  a  substitute. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  observed  that  it  would 
then  be  in  order  for  him  to  move  to  amend  t^e 
original  resolution  before  it  wa:i>  stricken  out,  and 
he  therefore  oflfered  his  amendment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  the  motion  of  the  gen< 
tleman  Irom  Vermont  struck  him  as  a  singular 
moJe  of  offering  an  amend  merit.  At  the  very 
moment,  said  Mr.  W.,  we  are  for  referring 
the  matter  to  a  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  and  reporting  which  plan  of  finance  is 
the  best,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  was  for  de- 
ciding it  at  once,  by  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  take  one  particular  plan,  and 
no  other.  Instead  of  deliberating  on  this  important 
question,  the  gentleman  proposed  that  they  should 
dispense  with  deliberation;  and  yet,  forsooth,  he 
did  not  propose  to  offer  any  opinion  on  the 
subject.  If  he  wanted  to  make  experiments 
on  this  body,  why  not  put  it  at  once  into  the 
receiver,  as  propo&ed  by  his  friend  from  Massa- 
chuvetts?  The  gentleman  could  best  accomplish 
his  objects  by  concurring  in  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  and  going  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  iu  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Gentlemen  seemed  to  have  waked  up,  all  at  once, ' 
to  the  exchequer  bill.  This  time  twelve  months 
pgo,  the  President  recommended  the  exchequer 
plan;  and  it  was  (parliamentary  law  being,  in  that 
in.<^tance,  observed)  referred  to  a  committee  of  its 
friend5',  under  the  vain  hope  that  they  never  would 
be  able  to  agree  upon  a  report.  A  report,  bow- 
ever — and  an  elaborate  one,  toe — was  made;  and 
from  that  time  to  this,  no  further  action  had  been 
bad  on  it.  We  do  not  (said  Mr.  W.)  ask  you  to 
adopt  the  plan  of  the  select  committee;  but  we  do 
say  that  it  is  just  as  good  a  nucleus — ^just  as  good 
.  a  foundation  to  bnild  on — as  any  that  could  be  pro- 


posed, unless  gentlemen  wished  to  mature  a  plan 
out  of  the  House,  instead  of  in-  the  {Icu&e.  He 
cared  not,  personally ^  how  this  subject  was  disposed 
of;  but  be  submiiteJ  to  the  House  that  the  views 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
urging  the  justice  and  propriety  of  considering  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  the  report  of  the  select 
cemmiUee  of  the  last  session,  was  the  most  condu- 
cive to  the  despatch  of  business. 

Mr.  EVERETT  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
seemed  to  suppose  that  there  was  danger  lest  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and*  Means  should  form  a 
bill  out  of  the  House.  He  had  ne  apprehension 
of  any  such  danger.  The  only  plan  that  would 
be  reported,  would  be  that  of  the  Executive  He 
thought  that  the  Executive  had  not  been  fairly 
dealt  by,  and  had  reason  to  complain.  Therefore 
he  wished  the  plan  or  exchequer  system  of  the 
President  to  be  brought  before  the  House  for  its 
action. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  suggested  that,  if  it 
was  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Everxtt]  to  bring  the  House  to  a  test  ait 
once,  he  had  better  modify  his  proposition,  by 
moving  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
instead  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  committee  might  report  the  bill;  and  if  there 
was  a  majority  for  it,  in  one  hour  it  might  be 
passed.  Yet  be  (Mr.  J.)  was  not  anxious  to  force 
others  to  a  decision  at  once.  He  had  not  himself 
examined  the  plans  and  reports,  except  that  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  which  he  might  be 
inclined  to  give  his  vote,  if  for  either. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  EV- 
ERETT and  JOEINSON, 

Mr.  PICKENS  inqaired  whether  he  was  to  un- 
dcrbland  the  geotlem*n  from  Vermont  as  moving 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  thf?  bill  prepared 
by  the  i^clect  committee  of  last  session,  or  that  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that  he  meant  the  bill  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  PICKENS  remarked  that,  if  so,  by  voting 
for  the  instructions  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Bvebett,]  he  should  be  con- 
strued as  having  crmmitted  himself  in  favor  of 
the  measure.  (Cried  of  No.)  Gentlemen  might 
think  otherwise;  but  ruch  he  imagined  would  be 
the  inference  from  the  House  journals  twenty 
years  hence. 

Toe  SPEAKER  suggested  that  there  was  no  in- 
stance of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  been 
instructed  to  report  a  particular  bill.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  report 
bills  which  had  previously  come  from  the  standing 
or  select  commiiieef;  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  rose  to  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  [Mr.  Evbrett]  to  withdraw 
his  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  reference.  He 
saw  no  good  that  could  be  answered  by  such  posi* 
live  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  That  committee  would  have  the  whole 
subject  before  them,  and  be  thought  their  hands 
should  not  be  bound.  He  was  in  favor  of  giving 
them  an  opportunity  to  make  a  leport. 

Mr.  J.  G.  FLOYD,  after  an  inquiry  as  to  ihe 
question  before  the  House,  proceeded  to  say  that, 
as  he  understood  the  parliamentary  rule,  it  was 
customary  that  propositions  from  the  Executive 
should  be  referred  to  committees  friendly  to  their 
adoption.  Indeed,  this  was  .the  only  practicable 
method  of  legislation.  Now,  this  was  a  proposi* 
tion  to  refer  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
message  of  the  President  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means — a  committee  which  was  well  under- 
stood to  be  unfavorable  to  their  adoption.  He  was 
opposed  to  this  course;  neither  did  he  think  it  just 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  the  idemical 
measure  formerly  recommended  by  the  President. 
The  more  proper  course  was,  to  refer  that  part  of  the 
message  relating  to  the  exchequer  plan  to  a  com- 
mittee of  its  friends,  who  would  give  it  the  fairest 
consideration,  and  bring  out  every  argument  in  its 
favor. 

He  would  refer  the  House  to  a  passage  in  the 
spr ech  of  a  former  disiicgoi5hed  member,  which 
contained,  as  he  conceived,  the  proper  doctrine. 
This  speech  was  made  by  the  Hon.  John  Bell,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  first  session  of  the  96th 
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Coo^res.*,  and  was  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Soath  Carolina,  [Mr  Pickbns,]  in 
relation  to  tiK  appoiniiRCDt  of  conimitu  e>\  The 
grouDd  taken  was,  that  the  E creative  tbcnld  have 
proper  committees  lo  report  apon  its  recommen- 
dations. [He  here  read  ihe  passage  alluded  tu.] 
It  had  thns  feemed  to  the  distinguished  member 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell)  thai  there  were  crtain 
committees  which  came  more  in  contact  with  the 
Executive  than  others;  and  these  commiliefs  should 
be  constituted  of  a  majo/ity  of  its  friends.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  inquire  how  far  the  pre.Nent  incum- 
bent of  the  chair  had  conformed  to  this  idea  of  Mr. 
Bell,  of  appointini^  ccmmittees  with  a  virw  to  their 
co'operation  wi  h  the  Executive.  He  had  rniy  de- 
signed to  cite  this  authority, and: e^er  to  the  former 
practice  of  the  House.  With  these  views,  he 
should  vote  against  the  propo!kiiion  to  refer  to  ihe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  in  favor  of 
thai  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose,  and  withdrew  his  motion 
to  rc(er  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  exchequer  bill  pre- 
pared by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea$<ury. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  here  called  for  a  di- 
vision of  the  question  of  striking  out  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Fill- 
more,  and  inserting  the  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cun!>HiHQ*,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  striking 
out,  and  then  upon  inserting. 

The  SPEAKER,  however,  subsequently  decided 
that,  according  to  Ihe  48th  rule  of  the  House,  a  mo* 
lion  to  strike  out  and  intert  was  indivisible. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST  s\\d  he  would  make  an 
explanation  as  to  the  vote  be  shon'd  pive  on  the 
present  occasion,  which,  be  had  no  doubt,  would 
apply  to  others  as  well  as  himself.  Ii  was  true, 
that  it  was  parliamentary  to  refer  executive  propo- 
sitions to  their  friends;  but  this  rule  did  not  here 
apply.  The  reason  of  the  rule  was  to  prevent  the 
suppression  of  important  measures,  by  referring 
them  to  inimical  committees.  In  the  present  case, 
the  measure  had  already  been  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  its  friends,  and  a  bill  reported.  He  could 
not  say  how  he  should  vjte  upon  ih^*  measure-^ 
whether  for  or  against  it:  that  wouM  depend  upon 
Ibe  details  which  ii  might  contain.  He  thought  it 
be^t  to  submit  it  to  as  much  examination  as  possi- 
ble, both  for  and  asafnsl  it. 

Mr.  CUSHING  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man contemplated  thnt  the  Hou.«e  should  wait  un- 
til the  Committee  of  Ways  tind  Means  had  made 
a  report  before  it  preceded  to  take  action  upon  the 
subjects  recommended  in  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  TILUNQHAST  said,  !io.  The  House 
might  go  on  and  dtseusx  the  measure;  but  mii^ht  be 
relieved  by  the  report,  which  would  come  in  du- 
ring the  discussion.  It  was  a  matter  of  vast  im- 
portance io  the  country,  and  he  saw  no  obj.ciion 
to  having  it  ex  *; mined  by  men  both  in  favor  of, 
and  opposed  lo,  its  adoption. 

The  question  wa»  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cdsrinq's 
mo'.ion  to  strike  out  *'tbe  Crmmittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,"  and  insert  *'the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stat«  of  the  Union,''  as  the  committee  whose 
duly  it  should  be  to  consider  the  portion  of  the 
message  relating  to  a  re-organ?z:ition  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  the  establishment  of  an  ex- 
chequer system.  The  House  refused  to  strike  out 
and  insert — yeas  100,  nays  105,  as  follows: 

YEaS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barton,  Beoson,  Black, 
Bowne,  Brewster.  Charles  Brown.  Burke,  William  Butler,  Wil- 
liam O.  Builer,  Green  W.  Caldwell.  Pairick  C.  Caldwell,  John 
C4mpl>eII,  Cary,  Ctiapman,  ClifTord.  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Custiing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.Daris, Dawson,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig, 
Eistman,  John  C.  Edwarda,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  C. 
A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry,  Gihner,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
William  O.  Goode,  Gordon.  Gusiine,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays, 
Hopkins,  Houck.  Houston,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  W.  W.  Irwiu,  Jack,  W.  C.  Jolmson,  C.  Johnson, 
John  W.  .Tones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Litilefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McCiellan,  Robert  McCleltan,  M'Kav,  McKeon,  Mai- 
lory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  Mitchell,  Moriisj 
Newhard,  Parmsnter,  Patrid^e,  Payne,  Pickens,  Pluraer,  Pope, 
Read,  Rencher,  ReTnoldn,  Ri^?s,  Rogers.  Roosevelt,  Hanford, 
Saunders,  Shaw,  William  Km'iih,  Snyder.  Sftria<r.  Steenrod, 
Sumter,  Bweney,  J  tcob  Thompson,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Wai- 
terson,  Weetbrook,  Christopher  H.  Williams.  Wise,  and  Wood 
—100. 

NAYS  -Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andr«ws,  Arnold,  Aycrieg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
yirdaeye,  BUir,  Boardmao,   fiordeo,  Boita,  Boyd,   Biifg/i, 


Brock  way,  Bronson,  Miltun  Brown,  J-remlah  Brown,  Rurnell, 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
Carulhers,  Casey,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Garrett  Davis,  Debeiry,  John 
Edwards,  Everett,  Pessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Fos* 
ler.  Gamble,  Gates,  Oiddings,  Granger,  Hall,  Ualsted,  Henry, 
Howard,  Hunt,  Jieeph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irrin,  James, 
Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan, 
Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Maihioi.  Mattocks,  Max- 
well, Maynard,  Meriwether,  Moore.  Morgan,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Pearce.  Pendleton,  Powell,  Ramsev,  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall, lUyner,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  Russell^  James  M. 
Russell,  Salioost^l,  Shepperd,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Sunly, 
Stokely,  Stiaiton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Tomlinson, 
Trif)lett,  Trumbull,  Turney, Underwood,  Van  Rnnaselaer,  Wal- 
lace, Warren,  Washington,  Joseph  L.  White,  Joseph  L.  Wil. 
Iiamis  Winihrop,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  aii4  John  Young 
—105. 

The  remaining  resolu'ions  of  reference  (<  xcept 
the  lasit)  were  adopted  rum.  con. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  moved  lo  refer  so  much  of 
the  mebsaee  as  relates  to  the  remission  of  General 
Jackson's  fine,  to  a  select  committee,  instead  of  ihe 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Fjllmorb*s  rcsolntion. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, instructing  the  committee  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested  that  a  bill 
bad  already  been  reported  at  the  last  i^ession,  and 
now  remained  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  IRWIN  modified  bis  motion  so  as  to  pro- 
pose the  reference  of  the  subject  lo  the  Commiitee 
of  the  W-hole  H.'use,  which  now  had  charge  of  the 
bill  reported  for  the  remission  of  the  fine. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  should  like  to 
have  the  motion  amended.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  act  without  delay. 
[Laughter.] 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  lo  refer 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union — 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
niys;  which  were  taken,  and  resulted — yeas  97, 
nays  103,  as  follow^: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bidlaek,  Black, 
Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Mihon  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke, 
William  O.Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Pairik  C.  Caldwell. 
John  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clif- 
ford, Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cocrper,  Cross,  Cushing,  Daniel,  R.  D. 
Davis,  Dean,  Doan,  Doig.  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert, 
Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A,  Floyd,  Fomanre,  Gerry, 
Oilmer,  Patiick  G.  Goode,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gus- 
tine,  Harris.  Hastings,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hous- 
ton, Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  William  W.Irwin, 
William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Litilefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCiellan, 
McKay,  BicKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Medill, 
Moore,  Newhard,  Pannenler,  Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plu- 
mer,  Ramsey,  Read,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rheit, 
Rig^  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  William 
Smith,  Snyder,  Sprigg,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Turncy,  Ward,  Watterson,  Welter,  Weslbrook,  Wise,  and 
Wood— 97. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Landa/T  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton, 
Birdaeye,  Blair,  Board  man,  Borden,  fiotts.  Briggs,  Brock  way, 
Brnnsnn,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumoll,  William  Biitler,  Calhoun, 
Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Crsvens,  Garrett  Davis,  Deherry,  Everett, 
Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble,  Gates, 
Giddings,  Goggin,  Granger,  Hall,  Halstcd,  Henry,  Howard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin.  James,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan,  Thomas  Fy  Marshall,  Sam- 
son  Mason,  MalhioLMatocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether, 
Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  P.<pe,  Powell,  Benjamin  Randall.  Raynsr,  Ridgway, 
Rodney.  Wm.  Russell,  J.  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Shepperd, 
Sladc,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Siratton,  Alexander  H. 
H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  J.  B.  Thomp- 
son, Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson, 
Tripleit,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Washineisn,  Joseph  L.  White,  Christopher  It.  Wil- 
liamii.  Joe«*ph  L.  Williams,  Wmthrop,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young, 
and  John  Young— 108. 

So  ihp  House  refused  to  refpr  to  ilio  Committee 
of  th**  Whole;  and  Mr.  Fillmore's  last  refolution, 
ref«rrine  the  .^^ubject  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, was  adopted. 

Mr.  READ  asked  leave  to  offer  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions, but  withdrew  them  upon  objection  being 
made  to  their  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  ofTered  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Retolved^  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  continuance  of  the  improvements  of  the  navigation 
of  our  Western  waters  and  the  lake  harbors,  so  far  as  relates  to 
unfinished  works,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meann;  and  no  far  as  the  same  may  relate  to  new  workn  on  the 
Wf Hiern  watern,  to  the Commitu^e nn  Roals  and Canal.^;  and  to 
new  improvemenrs  in  lake  and  other  harbor.^  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  moved  lo  strike  oat 
**Roads  and  Caoals,"  ana  insert  "a  select  com- 
mittee," 


Mr.  SPRIOQ  offered  an  amendment,  (the  pur- 
port of  which  could  not  be  definitely  gathered,)  and 
briefly  explained  its  object. 

Mr.  PICKENS  obscrred  that  the  amendmtat 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  too  compli- 
cated to  be  appended  to  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Iewin.]  He  would 
therefore  suggest  that  ihe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky should  withdraw  it,  or  move  that  it  be  laid 
upon  the  tabic  until  it  could  be  printed  It  seemed, 
however,  to  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  that  if  the  gentleman 
wi&hed  to  gel  the  information,  he  had  better  direet 
his  amendment  as  a  resolution  to  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, from  whom  the  information  could  be 
obtained  mc  re  expeditiously. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  amendment  embraeed  a 
subject  foreign  to  the  original  propositioni  and 
therefore  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  made  some  observatioDS 
on  the  propriety  of  referring  this  whole  snbjeet  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  R  W.  THOMPSON  regretted  »o  see  a 
proposition  so  interesting  to  his  State  embarrassed 
and  encumbered  with  such  an  amendment;  and  he 
predicted  that  the  session  would  pass  away  before 
its  object  could  be  accomplished,  if  (be  design  of 
its  mover  should  prevail.  There  was  much  in  the 
amendment  about  which  be  sbooM  like  to  bear  all 
that  could  be  said;  bat  to  append  it  to  the  motion 
before  the  Hoase,  weald  only  create  embarrass* 
ment.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  gentleman  woold 
withdraw  his  proposition.  He  (Mr.  T.)  then 
moved  the  reference  of  the  subjects  embraced  in 
the  original  motion  to  a  select  committee,  to  be 
composed  of  gentlemen  from  the  several  portions 
of  the  Union  immediately  interested  in  it,  that 
there  might  be  obtained  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  Western  and  Southwestern  gentlemen. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained,  tnd  jastified  the 
reference  to  the  three  enumerated  standing  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  accordingly  agreed  so  to 
modify  bis  resolution. 

Mr.  SPRIGQ  explained. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  whatever  diversity  of 
opinion  there  might  exist  in  that  Hoase  as  to  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  improving  the  several 
points  of  the  couoiry  by  Federal  money,  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion  on  this  point-* 
that  it  was  better  to  preserve  the  coantry  before 
they  improved  it.  From  the  President's  message, 
they  learned  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  ten  mil« 
lions  of  dollars  in  the  treasury;  and,  therefore,  it 
shoald  first  occupy  their  attention  how  they  were 
to  provide,  and  whether  they  could  provide  enough 
to  carry  on  their  great  system.  But,  with  this  de- 
ficit in  Ihe  treasury  before  them,  gentlemen  were 
starting  their  projects  of  improvements  in  Ihe  har- 
bors and  the  Western  waters,  without  once  consider* 
ing  whether  they  could  exist  as  a  Union — not  for 
want  of  sentiment  to  rally  around  ihe  Union,  bat  for 
want  of  aliment  to  sustain  it.  Considering  the 
present  position  of  the  treasury,  and  the  deficieney 
of  ways  and  means,  he  moved  to  lay  the  resola- 
lion  and  all  the  amendments  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  na^s  were  called  for,  hot  not  or- 
dered; and  the  motion  lo  lay  on  the  table  was 
negatived. 

The  motion  of"  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Thompson]  lo  refer  the  subject  lo  a  select 
committee  wb.*  also  negatived. 

Mr.  SPRIQQ  withdrew  his  amendment;  and, 
after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON, 
Mr.  PICKENS,  and  Mr.  McKBNNAN. 

Mr.  Irwin's  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjoarned. 

In  addition  lo  Ihe  members  already  announced 
as  present,  ihe  following  appeared  in  iheir  places 
today: 

Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  E  J.  Blacr, 
George  B.  Cart,  (e rronet  nsly  stated  te  have  been 
present  on  the  first  day  of  the»e5sion,)  CARUTRERii, 
John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Campbell,  I  D.  Jones, 
Lane,  T.  F.  Marshall,  Jchh  P*  pe,  J.  T.  STnART, 
David  Wallace,  John  Yodng,  Philip  Triplett, 
and  A.  0.  Dodob,  delegate. 
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m  SENATE. 
TosBDir,  December  13^  1849. 

Mr.  CoNBAD,  of  LoaiKJaoa;  Mr.  Choate,  of 
MassaobnseUs;  and  Mr.  McRoberts,  of  Iliinois, 
appeared  in  ibeir  seats  to-day. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tm.  laid  before  ihe  Sen- 
ate  tbe  pctiiion  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  prajrin^  for 
a  naval  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

Also  laid  before  tbe  Senate  a  commnnication 
from  Charles  F.  Mayer  of  Baltimore,  covering  a 
eopy  of  tbe  proceedirgs  of  a  meetinic  beld  in  that 
city,  of  tbe  claimanta  for  indemnity  for  spoliations 
eommitted  by  the  French  prior  to  1800;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commnnicaiiqii 
from  tbe  Navy  Department,  in  compliance  wiib 
tbe  joint  resoiution  of  Congress  of  99th  May, 
1830,  enclosing  a  letter  from  tbe  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  containing  a  list  of  tbe  names  of  per:'ons 
who  have  applied  for  relief  nnder  the  naval  pen- 
sion laws,  and  whose  claims  were  rejected,  and  the 
reasons  for  rejecting  tbe  same;  which  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BAYARD,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  Alexander  Vattemare,  in  relation  to  certain 
documents  printed  by  order  of  the  Chamber  of 
Peers  of  France,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  tbe  Senate  of  tbe  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Library,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a,  memorial  from  tbe 
Board  of  Common  Coancil  of  tbe  city  of  Alex- 
andria, praying  certain  amendments  to  their  char- 
ier; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KERR,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  papera  of  Francis  Caxeau  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Cummittee  on  ttie 
Judiciarj. 

iAr,  WRIQHT  presented  a  memorial  from  (be 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
jraying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  adopting  tbe  ware- 
housing system  as  a  part  of  tbe  revenue  system. 
Mr.  W.  remarked  that  tbe  memorial,  coming  from 
practical  merchants,  no  donbt  contained  mahy 
suggestions  which  might  be  valuable  to  Congress 
in  its  action  upon  this  subject;  be  therefore  moved 
that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  hoped  tbe  Senator  from 
New  York  would  withdraw  the  motion  for  refer- 
enee  for  the  present.  The  warehousing  system 
was  a  subject  of  great  importance,  and,  primarily, 
was  a  subject  of  commercial  polity,  and  not  of 
finance;  and  bhonid  therefore,  when  referred,  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce.  He  hoped  the  Sen- 
ator would  let  tbe  matter  be  printed;  and  leave 
Ihe  question  of  reference  for  fa  to  re  consideration 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  no  objection  to  the  course 
suggested;  and  the  question  of  reference  was  post- 
poned until  after  the  document  &bail  have  been 
printed. 

BOARD  OF  EXCHEdUER. 

Mr.  TAIXMADGE,  agreeably  to  notice,  and 
on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  amendatery  of  the  sev- 
eral acts  establishing  the  Treasjry  Department; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  \o  be  printed; 
and. 

On  the  farther  motion  of  Mr.  T.,  who  said  the 
bill  was  precisely  of  tbe  same  character  ai  that  in- 
troduced by  him  at  the  Ia«t  session,  it  was  post- 
poned till  Tuesday  two  weeks,  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  that  day. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

Th^  President's  message  was  then  taken  op,  and 
referred  as  follows: 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  so  much  as  rela'ed 
to  finance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  foreign  affairs  to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  so  much  as  related  to 
improvements  in  the  Western  waters  to  the  Com- 
miitee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  so  mnch 


as  related  to  commerce  and  navigation  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

On  moti  )n  by  Mr.  SMITEX  of  Io<1iana,  so  much 
as  related  to  the  public  domain  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  so  much  as^  re- 
lated to  naval  affairs  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  so  much 
as  related  to  military  affairs  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  so  much  as  related 
to  Indian  affafrs  lo  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  petition  from  Com- 
mander Charles  Ridgely,  praying  that  certain  al- 
lowances may  be  made  to  him  in  tbe  settlemmt  of 
his  accounts  in  the  Navy  Department;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mew^.  EVANS,  LINN,GRAHAM,CHOATE, 
FULTON,  and  KING,  severally  gave  notice  that 
they  would,  on  to-mcrrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
certain  bill?. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  Eliza- 
beth Lawson,  only  child  and  heir  of  the  late  Gen. 
E.  W.  Ripley,  praying  the  payment  of  the  amount 
of  a  certain  verdict  obt:iined  against  the  Uoitrd 
States  by  her  father:  'referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing tbe  establisbiog  of  a  post  route  from  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania,  to  Steubenville,  Ohio:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE.. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  on 
leave,  introdoced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  db 
Hill;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  PORTER,  agreeably  lo  .notice,  and  on 
leave,  introduced  a  bill  relating  to  the  offices  of 
surveyors  general  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Michigan;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  on 
leave,  introduced  the  following  joint  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  hid  over  for  the  present, 
viz: 

Rteolved  by  the  tienate^  {the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea 
concurring^)  Thai  ttie  fuHowing  be  added  to  the  joint  rules  of 
the  two  Huuse^: 

Whenever  a  claim  against  the  Untied  States,  of  any  deerrip- 
tion,  ha^  l>een,  or  shall  be.  presented  to  either  House,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  ana  such  committee  shall  have  made  a 
report  in  wrilinffa^inst  the  allowance  of  ihe  claim,  and  ihn 
same  shall  have  been  concurred  in  by  such  ITouBe.  it  shall  not 
be  in  order  to  revive  the  consideration  of  such  claim  in  that 
House,  at  the  same  or  any  future  session  of  Congress,  either  by 
bill,  resolution,  petition,  or  otherwise;  except  upon  a  memorial 
of  ttie  claimant,  first  setting  forth,  upon  aflldavir,  that  he  haa 
discovered  new  evidence  in  support  of  his  claim  since  the  de- 
cision against  it,  anJ  a  statement,  of  theeulMtance  of  such  evi- 
dence; or,  second,  assigning  specific  errors  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  adverse  to  iL  and  a  certificate  of  a  member  of  that 
House  that  he  believes  limt  the  former  decision  was  erroneous 
as  charged  in  said  memorial:  Provided,  That  an  order  dis- 
charging a  committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  a  claim, 
shall  in  nowii^e  require  compliance  with  the  rule. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  resolution  introduced  some  days  pgo  by  Mr. 
Tallmadoe,  instructing  ihe  Committee  on  ibe  Jn* 
dicinry  to  inquire  into  ihe  propriety  of  calling  on 
the  Secretary  of  S'a;e  to  elicit  from  ihe  Judiciary 
department,  and  report  to  Congress  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, all  the  information  that  mi^ht  be  obtained  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  act,  came  up  in 
its  order;  when 

Mr.  KING  said  it  appeared  to  him  ihai,  if  they 
were  to  wait  for  the  information  called  for  by  this 
resolution,  the  whole  session  would  probably  be 
consumed  before  they  could  act  upon  tbe  subject 
of  the  repeal  of  that  law.  A  very  great  delay  in 
procuring  the  information  sought  for  would  be  in< 
evitable;  and  the  matter  would  necessarily  go  over 
to  the  next  session  of  Congress.  He  asked  if  it 
was  the  design  of  the  honorable  Sen^^tor  to  give  the 
matter  tbe  go-by,  in  this  manner,  until  ibe  next 
session?  Such,  in  his  (Mr.  King's)  opinion,  wouM 
be  the  eflfect  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution;  and 
he  could  not,  therefore,  vole  for  it  in  ifs  present 
form. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said,  in  presenting  the  res- 


olution, be  had  designed  it  as  a  resolution  of  inqui-  ' 
ry,  for  inf^ormatlon  to  be  laid  before  the  Judiciary 
Committee  at  the  next  session.  That  was  the 
original  form  of  ihc  resoiuiion;  but,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  some  honorable  gentlemen,  that  tbe  infor- 
mation bad  better  be  obtained  as  f  peedily  as  possi- 
ble, he  had  modified  it  in  accordance  with  those 
suggestions.  He  did  not  anticipate  any  such  delay 
as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  seemed  to 
apprehend.  He  thought  it  was  very  Imporiant  that 
the  informatioa  should  be  obtained.  If  th j  Senate, 
however,  should  eon&ider  it  desirable  to  proceed 
without  it,  it  would  be  equally  in  their  power  to  do 
so  as  if  the  revolution  had  not  been  passed.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  there  was  one  partic- 
ular in  the  resolution  which  appeared  to  bim  some- 
what objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  would  lead  to  a 
very  voluminous  report,  as  it  required  from  the 
Secretary  of  Sta^e  a  report  of  all  the  points  which 
have  been  decfded  by  tbe  courts  under  tbe  late 
bankrupt  act.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
Dkatter  for  the  employment  of  lawyers,  rather 
than  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  The 
report  would  be  a  very  costly  one,  and  a  very 
useless  one,  at  far  as  tbe  public  were  con- 
cerned. He  considered,  nevertheless,  it  was  im- 
portant that  they  should  possess  the  infojHr*aiion 
called  for  by  the  resolution,  whether  the  law  were 
repealed  at  this  session  or  not;  and  be  would  ther^ 
fore  vote  for  the  resolution,  indulging,  at  Ihe  same 
time,  tbe  anticipation  that  tbe  law  would  be  re- 
pealed; for  be  was  well  convinced  that  the  public 
opinion  was  aeainst  it  especially  in  his  own  State. 
There  had  been  strong  indications  in  that  Stale 
that  tbe  public  opinion  was  against  it.  As  for 
himself,  he  Lad  supposed  that  a  temporary  bank- 
rupt law  was  better  suited  to  tbe  condition  of  tbe 
c<iuntry  than  a  permanent  system,  and  had  conse- 
quently prefeired  originally  a  bill  limited  in  point 
of  duration.  This  bill  had  had  a  limited  duration, 
and  it  had  accomplished,  in  his  opinion,  the  pur- 
poses of  humanity.  He  desired  to  be  informed 
what  number  had  been  relieved  by  it.  That  there 
bad  been  abuses,  he  had  no  doubt,  as  must  be  the 
case  in  the  operation  of  all  human  Jaws.  This  being 
the  case,  and  opnion  prevailing  very  much  against 
the  ]a«ir,  he  should  feel  himself  constrained  to  vote 
for  its  repeal.  Yet  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote 
for  this  resolution,  provided  it  were  amended  so  as 
to  prevent  the  necessity  for  procuring  a  voluminous 
report  of  the  various  points  argued  and  determined 
under  the  operation  of  tbe  law. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  the  resolution  did  not 
call  for  arguments  of  tbe  court,  or  details  of  opin- 
ion on  the  various  points  dccic'ed;  but  simply  the 
points  themselves.  The  law  officers,  no  doubt, 
would  give  these  in  the  most  concise  form.  He 
had  inserted  in  the  resolution  the  words  "points 
decided;^'  and,  in  doing  so,  he  meant  to  have  ex- 
cluded opinions  and  decisic  ns  in  detail.  He  would 
not  then  detain  the  Senate  in  any  discussion  as  to 
whether  the  law  had  fulfilled  its  humane  objects, 
or  as  to  whether  public  opinion  was  in  favor  of 
its  repeal;  but  when  tbe  subject  again  came  up  for 
censideration,  be  would  show  that,  wherever  its 
practical  operation  was  known  and  felt,  tbe  law 
did  not  meet  with  public  disapprobation;  so  far 
from  it,  many  who  were  opposed  to  its  passage, 
leaving  witnessed  its  practical  operation,  had  come 
to  be  decidedlv  in  favor  of  ir. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Tallmadoe]  the  propriety  of  ac- 
cepting the  modification  recommended  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CaiTTSNOEN.]  He 
conceived  the  object  which  his  friend  from  New 
York  had  in  view  would  be  fully  attained  by  the 
call  on  the  judicial  officers  for  information  relative 
to  the  number  and  decisions  of  cai'es  acted  upon. 
Those  officers  cannot  make  the  required  reports 
without  adverting  to  the  points  of  decision. 
He  (Mr  B.)was  desirous  that  the  Senator  from 
New  York  should  accept  the  proposed  modifica- 
tion of  the  resolution,  because  it  would  certainly 
simplify  the  inqniry,  aod  facilitate  the  making  of 
the  reports.  It  was  of  great  importance  to  obtain, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  >he  fullest  information  in 
relation  to  the  actual  operation  of  the  law.    For, 
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besides  (be  advocates  of  that  measure,  and  tbose 
Dot  originally  iis  advocates,  bat  now  desirous  of 
its  coniiouance,  tbere  are  many  who  are  in  favor  of 
a  perm^inent  bankrupt  law, who  do  not  approve  of  ihe 
present  act,  and  are  anxious  to  have  some  considera- 
ble modifications  mad? — such  a^  its  practical  opera- 
tion may  have  suggested  the  necessity  of.  (t  was  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  such  pe'sons  to  present 
their  views  upon  information  f.rompily  furnished, 
and  without  being  subjected  to  the  delay  which 
would  arise  from  the  efiecis  of  the  resolution  in  its 
original  form,  th&t  he  wished  lo  ?ee  it  modified  ac- 
cording to  the  proposition  of  the  Senathr  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  he  would  accept  the 
modification  suggested. 
,  The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  read. 

Mr.  BBRRICN  sugjrested  a  further  modification, 
in  effect  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  to  report 
to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  ihe  reports  and  re- 
sponses to  the  resolution,  as  scon  as  received  by 
bim. 

This  modification  was  also  accepted;  and  the 
resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  read  as  follows, 
and  adopted: 

Reaolved,  Thai  Ibo  Secretary  or  Slate  do  communicate,  with 
all  convenient  despatch,  with  the  judicial  officem  of  ibe  United 
Skates  who  have  had  the  execution  of  thd  bankrupt  Uw,  and 
ascertain  fiom  them  the  number  of  ap|)Iicalion8  under  the  act, 
both  voluntary  and  involuntary;  the  number  of  discharges;  the 
opinions  of  the  judges  as  to  any  amendments  or  modifications 
oi^  the  act;  and  such  other  information  as  he  may  d^m  neces- 
sary to  show  the  effects  and  operations  of  the  act;  and  that  he 
report  the  same  to  the  Senate,  from  time  to  lime,  as  soon  as  the 
informaiioD  shall  be  received. 

CORPS  OF  REPORTERS. 

Mr.  BAYARD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  viz:  % 

Reaolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  employ  a  corps  of  reporters, 
not  exceeding  five  in  number,  for  the  residue  of  the  present 
seRsion,  and  at  the  commencement  of  each  succeeding  session 
of  Congress,  to  report  the  proceedings  and  substance  oi  thede* 
bates  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  faithfully 
to  discbarge  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  shall  be  allowed  a 
compensation,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  for  contingent  ex* 
peiises,  not  exceeding  sixty  dollars  per  week  for  the  principal 
reporter,  and  fifty  dollars  per  weeic  for  each  of  the  others.  The 
business  of  roportiog  shall  be  so  conducted,  that  the  entire  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  each  day  shall,  within 
three  hours  after  the  adjournment,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer.  The  publication  of  the  report  shall  be  committed 
to  the  publishers  of  such  one  of  the  aaily  papers  as  will  en- 

Sige,  free  from  all  charge,  Jlrat^  to*publish  the  entire  report  in 
eir  daily  paper;  secondly,  to  furnish  proof  slips  thereof  to  any 
other  paper  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and,  MtVd/y,^to  fur- 
nish two  copies  of  the  report  for  the  use  of  each  memt)er  of  the 
Senate,  and  five  copies  for  the  office  of  the  tfecreiary  of  the 
Senate,  by  9  o'clock  on  the  ensuing  morning. 

Resolvedt  That  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  S^ate  shall  be  as- 
signed to  the  reporter  actually  on  duty,  by  the  President  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  the  resolution  was  the 
same  as  that  introduced  by  him  at  the  last  i^es'ion. 
He  then  gave  his  opinions  at  large  on  the  propri- 
ety of  it8  passaee,  which  were  no  doubt  r<^mem- 
bered,and  whxh  were  urnecesvary  to  be  repeated. 
He  did  not  wish  the  resolution  to  be  referred — as 
the  subject  had  bsen  referred  twice — to  ? elect  com- 
mittees; and  the  committee  at  the  Ui.t  session 
had  fully  examined  into  it,  and  a  report  was  made 
approving  the  plan,  and  showing  its  practical  oper- 
ations. As  the  Senate  was  thin,  he  did  not  desire 
10  press  the  resolution  then.    It  lies  over. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted,  viz: 

RtaoVoedf  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropri- 
ation of  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  Cumberland  load 
through  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  upon  the  most 
substantial  and  economical  plan,  using  gravel  in  Jieu  of  broken 
roc|^,  where  the  former  material  can  be  procured  at  less  ex- 
pense than  the  latter;  making  said  appropriations  payable  by 
annual  instalments  to  the  several  States,  so  as  to  insure  contin- 
uous operations,  and  surrendering  the  road  to  them,  binding 
them  to  complete  and  keep  the  same  in  repair,  levying 
no  more  tolls  than  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved^  further^  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  turnpike  road  from 
SpringfielU,  Ohio,  to  Dayton,  and  from  thence,  via  Raton,  to  the 
Indiana  State  line,  as  a  part  of  the  Cumberland  road:  Providai, 
Said  turnpike  road  can  be  obtained  on  terms  to  justify  the  same, 
taking  into  consideration  the  increase  of  distance  and  pcobable 
cost  of  completing  the  old  route,  as  compared  with  the  sum  for 
which  the  turnpike  already  completed  may  beobtAined. 

EXPUNQINQ  RESOLUTION. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  BAYARD  to  rescind  the 
expunging  resolution,  came  up  in  order  on  the  cal- 
endar of  business. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  he  was  not  desirous  to  take 
up  the  reaolation  for  consideratioD  at  thai  timey  as 


the  Senate  was  not  full,  and  a«  ihe  Senator  irom 
Mif^ouri,  [Mr.  Bbnton,]  who  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, wfcs  not  in  his  place.  He  therefore  preferred 
that  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. The  resolution  was  accordingly  laid  on  ths 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  the  paperis  of 
Ephraim  D.  Dixon  were  ordered  to  be  taken  frtfm 
the  filfs,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Behton,  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  law,  came  up  in  order  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  ihat  it  be  postponed  un- 
til tcmoriow,  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mc. 
BeNTON]  wa$  not  in  his  seat.  The  question  was 
put,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Q.  gave  notice,  that   when  the  bill  again 

c^ime  up  for  consideration,  he    would  move   to 

amend  it,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  fifth  line,  and 

inserting  the  following;  wUich  was  ordered  to  be 

printed,  viz: 

^* Provided,  never theleas,  That  all  petitions  in  bankruptcy 
instituted  l>efore  the  first  day  of  the  present  session  of  Congress 
shall  proceed  to  hearing  and  determination  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  under  the  same  rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as 
if  the  act  aforesaid  had  not  been  repealed." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOREHEAD, 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuEtDAT,  December  13, 1842. 

The  proceedings  of  the  House  this  day  were 
opened  with  a  prayer  from  the  Rev.  SeftimosTds- 
TON,  the  chaplain  of  the  Senate.  The  minutes  of 
esterday  were  then  read  and  approved. 

On  the  motion  of  Mn  FILLMORE,  tl  e  Com- 
mittee r.f  Ways  and  Means  were  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a  clerk. 

DIGEST  OF  LAWS. 
<0n  the  motion  cf  Mr  J  R.  INGERSOLL,  the 
Judiciary  Commiitee  was  authorized  to  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  the  Clerk  of  ihe  House  sub- 
sciibini;  for  a  limited  number  of  Gordon^s  Dieest 
of  Ihe  Laws  of  ihe  United  StaiCF,  and  of  the  Rev- 
enue Laws. 

PRIVILEGE.       - 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose,  as  he  observed,  lo  a  question 
of  privilege.  He  said  he  held  in  bis  hand  a  copy 
of  the  daily  Albany  ^rgus  of  October  35(h,  cm- 
tainiog  a  letter  written  and  signed  by  ihe  Hon. 
John  C.  Spencer,  a  distinguished  roemt>er  of  an- 
other branch  of  this  Govprnment,  as  the  Secretary 
of  War.  That  letter  purported  to  have  been  writ- 
ten, first,  for  the  purpose  of  famishing  a  general 
defence  of  the  Administration;  but  particularly  for 
the  justification  of  the  Somerset  which  he  (the 
writer) .had  recently  turned,  and  which  might  brine 
him  into  enviable  distinction  with  any  harlequin  on 
the  stage. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  ask  if  my  colleague  ri^es  lo  a 
privileged  qurstion? 

Mr.  BOTTS.    I  do. 

Mr.  WISE.  Then  I  ask  that  it  may  be  .<iiated; 
for  I  should  like  that  we  should  all  be  heard  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  BOTTS  continued.  He  would  repeat  that 
this  letter  appeared  to  have  been  written  for  ihe 
general  purpose  of  defending  ihi«  ar^ministration; 
alfo,  for  the  justification  of  the  political  somerset 
which  that  Secretary  had  rocenily  taken,  and  which 
might  bring  him  into  envious  distinction  with  any 
harlequin. 

Mr,  GUSHING  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  not  strictly  in 
order. 

Mr.  WISE  said  if  his  colleague  was  about  to 
comment  on  that  letter,  he  would  not  be  in  order  in 
doing  so. 

Mr.  BOTTS  continued,  without  regarding  the 
interruption,  and  finished  his  sentence  thus — but 
particularly  to  operate  on  the  elections  which 
were  about  to  occur  in  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  not  rise  to  a  qurstion 
of  order,  if  anything  like  equality  in  attack  and 
defence  would  be  fnteri2ined;  but  he  ra^de  the 
point  of  order,  that  his  colleague  wav  commenting 
on  a  letter  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  busi- 


ness of  this  House.  His  colleague  said  he  waa 
a^out  to  comment  on  a  letter  addressed  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large. 

Mr.  BOTTS  begged  his  colleague  to  have  a  littlo 
patience;  he  was  about  to  comment  on  a  paragraph 
relating  to  this  House,  and  which  contained  a  foal 
calumny,  from  which  he,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  felt  bound  to  purge  himself.  It  was  a  cal- 
umny on  him,  (Mr.  Botts,)  and  on  this  Houte, 
which  he  me^ni  to  contradict. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  he  wa^  to  understand  ihat 
the  Speaker  entertained  that  avr  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  knew  not  yet  what  it 
was;  and  he  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  BoTTs]  to  make  his  motion,  and  to  siate 
its  groand. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  found  in  the  letter  the  ivro 

following  paragraphs: 

"I  may  now  advert  to  a  fact  long  knbwn  to  m«,  which  has 
t)een  promulgated  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  vouched  for 
by  at  least  one  Whig  editor,  stated  by  a  RepreMntative  in  Con- 
gress from  Massachusetts,  in  a  speech  lateTy  delivered  at  New- 
bury port,  upon  authority,  and  hitherto  not  denied.  That  fact 
is,  that  previous  to  returning  the  second  bank  bill  to  Congress 
with  his  objections,  in  full  view  of  the  Siisaults  to  be  made  upon 
him,  and  with  tlie  purpose  of  removing  all  cause  of  agitation,  as 
well  as  to  secure  bimsell  against  unjust  imputations,  the  Presi- 
dent submitted  to  his  then  cabinet,  whether  he  should,  in  the  mes- 
sage then  about  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  announce  a  resolu- 
tion to  retire  from  public  life  at  the  expiration  ol  the  ezistinK 
term,  and  that,  against  his  doing  so,  all  the  members  of  the  catu- 
net  protested,  on  the  ground  that  such  an  annunciation  would  not 
have  the  effect  lo  produce  peace  or  quiet,  but  would  only  change 
the  direction  of  faction;  (hat  no  one  had  a  right  to  expect  such  a 
step  from  him,  as  he  had  not  been  elected  President,  and  do 
obligation  existed  that  should  interpose  any  barrier  between 
him  and  a  diiect  vote  of  the  people. 

That  question  he  should  leave  to  the  members  of 
the  cabinet  to  answer  for  themselves;  one  of  whom 
LMr.  Granger]  was  then  on  that  floor.  Then  came 
the  second  paragraph,  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  special  attention  of  the  Hrn^c: 

"In  connexion,  and  yet  in  contrast  with  the  preceding,  is 
another  fact  of  an  extraordinary  character,  which,  though 
knownby  many,  has  lately  been  aisiincily  promulgated.  It  is 
shadowed  in  a  letter  of  MrEwingV  in  the  stateroenibv  him  of  a 
proposition  having  been  made  to  the  President,  that  the  majori- 
ty who  had  passed  the  first  iMmk  bill  would  consent  to  postpone 
the  second  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  if  they  could  receive 
assurances  thai,  in  the  mean  time,  no  hostile  movement  would 
be  made  on  the  part  of  the  President.  The  f\ill  meaning  of  this 
statement  has  now  been  developed  by  the  declaration  of  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  that  a  message  was  carried  fiom  the  Whig 
leaders  m  Congress  to  the  President,  to  (he  effect  that  if  be 
would  engage  not  to  disturb  any  members  of  his  then  cabinet  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  offices,  the  second  bank  bill  should  be 
postponed. 

"The  answer  to  such  a  proposition  may  be  easily  conceived. 
The  efldct  of  that  proposi'Jon  was  to  prove  the  identity  of  the 
members  of  thecabinet,  whose  places  were  deemed  In  jeopardy, 
with  the  hostile  members  of  Congress;  and,  if  the  design  was 
to  precipitate  matters,  it  was  most  effectual. 

"You  will  require  no  aid  to  determine  which  of  the  actors  in 
these  fcenes  exhibited  a  lofly,  disinterested  patriotism,  and 
which  evinced  anv  tenacity  for  place  or  desire  for  power. 
These  facts  are  full  of  instruction,  and  furnish  a  key  to  many 
mysterious  transactions." 

Mr.  WISE  again  rose  to  order.  The  para- 
graphs read  by  bis  colleagne  did  not  involve  a 
question  of  privilege  for  that  House;  and  he  sab- 
mitted  that  question  for  the  contideraticn  of  the 
Speaker. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Virffioia  wished  to  sobmit  a  re^olutionl 

Mr.  BOTTS  replied  that  he  intended  to  submit 
a  proposition  to  the  House  on  this  question.  Here 
was  a  pullication  eraanaiing  from  a  high 

Mr.  WISE.    I  call  my  colleague  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  made  some  observation,  which 
WAS  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  BOTTS  inquired  whether  Ihe  Speaker  de- 
cided that  the  publication  which  he  had  read — 
namely,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  im- 
pugning the  motives  of  that  House — he  had  no  right 
10  dircuss. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  made  no  de- 
cision. Does  Ihe  gentleman  subn^it  a  proposi- 
tion? 

Mr.  BOTTS.  I  submit  a  proposiiion  for  a  eom- 
mittee  of  inquiry.  The  Chair  is  exceedingly  rigid; 
but  I  will  comply  with  its  exactions. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  ob- 
ject to  eR:9rtaining  this  subject. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN.  I  cbject  to  the  reception 
of  the  resolution.     [Laughier.] 

Mr.  BOTTS  .^submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  be  appointed  to  in- 

quire into  the  truth  of  the  charge  entertained  in  the  letter  of 
the  Hod,  Johp  C.  Spencer,  dated  the  2eth  October,  addrgwed  to 
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Lewis  K.  FAullroer  and  other*,  vertus  the  Whig  parly, 
of  baviof  eabmiitad  a  propaeiiioo  to  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  extra  aessioo  of  Congrea,  to  poetpofie 
the  conaideratioo  of  a  great  naiiooal  meaeure,  intimately  cod- 
oected  wilh  the  beet  ioterests  of  the  country,  on  condition  of  a 
pledge  from  him  that  he  woQ]d  not  dieturb  the  then  members  of 
bis  cabinet  in  office. 

Mr.  WISB.  I  rise  to  this  written  poibt  of  or- 
der, which  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BOTTS.  You  had  better  take  the  thing 
slowly  and  deliberately. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  this  snbject  was  pro- 
posed as  a  qae&tion  of  privilege.  Now,  there  was 
a  great  difference  between  a  questit  n  of  privilege 
aad  a  privilfged  question;  and  it  was  the  doty  of 
the  Chair  to  decide  alt  »ach  questions. 

A  question  ofpdrilege  was  one  which  in^roleed 
th«  character  and  the  rights  of  members  of  the 
House;  and  the  Chair  would  inform  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  ih»t  his  question  of 
order  did  not  reach  the  point.  It  was  for  the 
House  to  determine  whether  it  should  be  enter- 
tained; and  if  no  gentleman  made  a  moiion  for 
that  purpose,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  test 
the  sjDse  of  the  House.  He  should  therefore  pro- 
poandthe  question,  **ShaII  the  resolution  be  coo.vid- 
eredV^  Because,  fbr  ihe  Chair  to  decide  in  such 
•  ca^e,  would  be  a  usurpation  on  it.-t  pan. 
What  the  Chair  might  deem  a  breach  of  privilege, 
the  House  might  not  deem  so,  and  vice  versa;  and 
therefore  be  should  propound  the  question  which 
he  had  Slated;  to  do  which,  he  had  the  authority  of 
the  5th  rale,  which  s->id: 

**When  any  motion  or  propoettion  is  made,  the  question, 
*'W1II  the  House  now  consider  ti7"  shall  not  be  put  unless  it 
is  demanded  by  some  member,  or  i$  deetned  necenary  by  thtt 
Speaker.^* 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  made  two  poins  of  or- 
der, and  he  asked  Ihe  CInk  to  read  both. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON.  Mr.  Clerk,  read  both 
the  original  resolaiion  and  the  points  /»f  order. 

The  Clerk  then  read  Mr.  Botts^  resolution,  as 
given  above,  and  also  Mr.  Wise*s  points  of  order, 
as  follows: 

"Mr.  Wise  submits  that  i:  is  not  in  order  to 
entertain  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Botts,  without  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  House,  unle&s  it  le  a 
privileged  question;  and  he  submits  that  the  para- 
graphs read  by  Mr.  BcTTit  from  a  letter  purporting 
lo  be  written  by  John  C.  Spencer,  Secretary  of 
War,  do  not  involve  any  question  of  the  prixrileges 
of  ihisHoQse.** 

Mr.  WISB.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  on  that 
point  cf  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  i",  Will  the 
House  entertain  the  proposition? 

Mr.  M  ISE.  There  is  a  rule  of  the  House,  if 
the  Speaker  will  permit  me  to  remark,  tlutt  requires 
that  no  proposition——— 

Mr.  BOTTS  apain  called  Mr.  W.  to  order,  and 
insisted  that  he  had  no  right  to  raise  a  point  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  on  bis  light  had  risen  to  a  point  of 
order,  and  be  was  wailing  to  hear  it  slated. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  am  about  fttating  my  point  of 
ordii;  and  am  sure  that,  when  the  Speaker  under* 
siaids  it,  there  will  be  no  diffieutiy  between  us 

Mr.  BOTTS  again  rose  and  claimed  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  «aid  that  he  had  heard  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Virginia  on  his  left,  [Mr.  Bcrrs,!  and, 
in  courtesy,  wished  to  hear  the  piint  of  onier  of 
his  eoUeague.  He  considered  both  gentlemen  out 
of  order,  though  he  was  willing  very  calmly  to 
bear  both  of  ihem^-one  at  a  time. 

Mr.  WISE  proceeded  to  explain  his  point  cf  or- 
der. The  resolution  of  bis  collesgue  %ias  nothing 
bnt  new  ma  ler  before  the  Houfe,  which  was  ex- 
cluded by  other  business,  having  precedence  oyer 
it,  and  which,  if  noobjeciioa  had  been  made,  could 
have  been  entertained  by  general  consent.  But, 
objection  was  made;  and,  therefore,  it  requited  a 
vote  cf  two-thirds  to  entertain  it.  On  that  rule, 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  relied.  His  collesgue  must  move 
10  suspend  the  rules,  and  get  a  vote  of  two  thirds, 
unless  he  could  show  that  it  is  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. Then,  did  it  appear,  on  the  fsce  o^  the  prop- 
ositioa,  that  it  was  a  privileged  question?  No. 
It  was  simply  a  proposition  to  raise  a  commiitpe 
of  ioqoiry.  Suppose  be  were  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tioik  to  raise  a  eommittfe  to  inquire  into  the  af- 


fairs ol  the  Pon  Office,  the  War  or  ihe  Navy  De- 
partments: would  he  not  require  the  consent  of 
every  memb'-r  around  him?  and  if  there  was  a  sin- 
gle  objection,  lau&t  he  not  move  for,  and  obtain,  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  before  he  could  get  in  his 
resolution?  If,  however,  he  should  rise  in  his 
place,  and  siaie  that  it  was  a  privileged  question, 
and  the  Speaker  she  uld  decide  it  to  be  such,  then 
it  would  have  precedence  over  all  other  business. 
Now,  be  submitted  that  this  was  a  rritolution  of 
mere  ordinary  inquiry,  and,  being  objecttd  to,  re 
quired  a  suspension  of  the  rules  before  ii  cculd  bere- 
ceived.  If  his  colleas'ie  made  it  a  question  of  privi- 
lege, the  Speaker  was  bound  lo  decide  whether  it  waw 
such  or  not;  and  the  only  mode  o(  getting  the  sense 
of  the  Hr^use  on  that  point  wa^,  by  appealing  from 
bis  decision.  This  disHnction  rf  the  Speaker,  be- 
tween a  qaestion  of  privilege  and  a  privileged 
qaesti-  n,  was  a  disjunction  without  a  difference,  li 
was  like  the  difference  between  *'Jrmmy,  come 
oui,*'and  "Come  out,  Jemniv.»'  In  rrgard  lo  the 
paragraph  of  which  his  coliei^ne  complained,  he 
would  say  to  him  that  there  was  not  that  sanctity 
thrown  around  ihe  raitje.sty  of  ih»t  Hon^e,  that  the 
Secretary  of  ^ar  could  notsav  all  that  wa«  said 
in  ihai  letter — and  more  too — without  beirgguilty  of 
contf  mpt  of  the  Housp.  If  official  legislative  cor- 
ruption had  been  charged  by  the  Seeretary,  then 
the  resolution  was  a  privileged  qupstion,aGd  wou'd 
have  prtcedi'nce  over  all  other  business  until 
every  stain  was  wiped  out.  But  ihe  resolution 
Mstfd  that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  merely 
charged  a  party  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
And  when  did  a  party  ever  get  the  privileges  of 
the  Hou^e?  This  was  the  fir<t  time  that  it  ever 
was  made  a  priviirged  question — that  a  party  was 
arraigned.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  submitted  to  the 
SpeakfT,  as  !he  officer  of  ord^r  of  the  House, 
whether  k  could,  by  any  con&truciicn,  be  consider- 
ed a  privileged  question,  that  the  Secretary  of  War, 
or  anybody  ebe,  had  impugned  a  party  in  this 
country.  If  his  collrasrue  would  undertake  u^  ^ay 
that  the  Secretary  cf  War  had  charged  (he  House 
with  malfeasance  in  legislation,  he  would  a^ree 
that  it  was  a  qursiion  of  privilege.  Hj  asked  lb« 
Clerk  to  re^d  the  le-oluiion. 

[The  resolution  was  accordingly  read,  when  Mr. 
W.  continued.] 

Hts  points  of  order  were  these:  First,  that  ihe 
business  of  Cong^e^s,  (he  busicecs  of  the  country, 
and  (he  bnsine%s  of  the  people,  imporlAUt  and  vi- 
tal, had  pr«  cedence  over  the  business  of  the  Whig 
party.  That  was  his  first  point;  and  before  the 
Whig  party  could  get  in  a  resolution  to  inquire 
about  the  slanders  or  truths  contained  in  the  Secre- 
tary's letter,  they  must  have  a  vofe  of  tx'o-ihirds. 
His  second  point  was,  that  his  colleague  couM  not 
tenure  that  paragraph — in  which  an  accusation 
was  made  agaii^st  the  Whig  party,  not  against 
Congress — into  a  question  of  privilege.  His  col. 
league  could  not  mt^ke  out  of  this  a  question  of 
privilege,  so  as  to  give  it  a  priority  over  ih^  busi- 
ness of  the  people.  He  was  not  forced  (Mr.  W. 
said)  to  ask  the  House  whether  it  would  entertain 
this  prop'sition  or  not.  The  Speaker  himself  must 
decide  it,  or  must  oblig!*  his  colleague  to  make  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  EOrTSoberved  that  he  was  not  disposed 
to  interrupt  hi/  colleague  while  he  was  siadog  his 
points  of  order;  but  he  wo.'ldnow  say  that  this  i^as 
the  6r&t  time  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  ihe 
House  that  he  hxd  ever  known  a  grntleman  to  get 
up  and  discuss  a  decision  cf  the  Cfeiair  without  ta- 
king an  appeal.  His  colleague  commeneed  with 
(he  declaration,  that  they  were  not  such  magnates 
of  the  land  a.s  to  be  autboriz'd  to  inquire  into 
Beandnlwn  mogtiefum,  coming  from  any  qaarifr. 
Now,  he  did  loi  know  how  high  his  colleague  ratrd 
his  privileges  as  a  member  of  the  House,  but  he 
(Mr.  B.)  was  disponed  to  give  him  bigher  claims-— 
claims  which  he  made  for  himself  and  (or  every 
member  of  the  Houi-e.  He  (Mr.  B  )  was  that 
magnate  of  the  land  that  claimed  the  privilrge.  of 
inquiring  into  icandalum  mnpuUvkm,  when  made 
against  the  membeis  of  the  House.  Hi^  colleague 
objected  to  the  resolution,  bec^u^e  it  stated  that  a 
party,  only,  wasarraianed  in  iheSfcrrlary's  ieiier; 
but  had  not  his  colleague  ascertained  what  party 
} '  constituted  tie  majority  In  that  House?    Was  not 


an  accusation  against  the  Whig  party,  an  accusa- 
tion against  the  majority  of  the  House — that  parly 
constituting  the  majority?  [General  laughter.] 
His  colleague  $aid  th.^t  a  charge  of  corruption 
again  *t  a  single  member  of  the  House  would  be  a 
question  of  privilrge;  bnt  a  charge  made  by  a  dis- 
tinguished officer  of  one  branch  of  the  Qovernment, 
of  corruption  against  a  majority  of  another  hraocti 
of  the  Government — there,  forsooth,  was  teania* 
lum  magnetvm;  but,  not  being  directed  against  a 
single  individual,  was  not  a  proper  subject  of  in- 
qniry.  He  had  understood  that  in  the  case  of  the 
lamented  Mr.  Cilley — whose  name  he  never  heard 
without  regret — a  communication  having  appeared 
in  the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  of  New  York,  char- 
ging corroptinn  against  a  single  rr ember,  his  col- 
league offered  a  resolution  raising  a  select  commit- 
tee to  inquire  in^o  the  subject. 

Mr.  WISE  begged  leave  to  correct  his  colleague. 
The  case  his  colleague  alluded  to  had  nothing  tj  do 
wilh  that  of  Mr.  Cilley.  A  resolution  of  iiquiry 
wa^'offered,  as  stated;  but  it  having  been  ascertain- 
ed that  the  accusation  was  made  against  a  mem- 
ber or  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Ruggles,]  a  committee  of 
inquiry  was  raised  in  that  t>ody,  the  subject  fully 
inquired  into,  and  the  member  honorably  acquitted. 

Mr.  BOFTS.  This  was  a  case  of  a  single  para- 
graph in  one  of  the  newspapers  (>f  the  day. 

Mr  WISE  No,  sir.  It  was  a  charge  made  by 
a  letter- writer,  who  was  well  knov.n  in  the  House, 
and  throughout  ihe  country,  [Matthew  L.  Davis,] 
in  which  he  alleged  that  it  could  be  proved  that  a 
member  of  Congress  had  taken  a  money  bribe 
from  a  patentee  of  mail-bag  locks,  for  some  ser- 
vice rendtrefl  him.  It  was  not  a  party  charge,  and 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  caae  of  Mr.  Cilley.  As 
noon  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  saw  that  paragraph— -not  a 
common  newsprp^^r  item,  but  contained  in  one  of 
the  letters  of  the  Spy  in  'Washington,  who  was 
well  known  as  a  respon>ible  individual — he  rose 
and  offered  a  resolution,  setting  forth  that  a  charge 
had  been  made  against  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
proposing  that  a  committee  should  be  raised  to  in- 
quire into  it.  He  would  further  say,  in  order  to 
put  bis  colleague  in  possession  of  all  the  facts,  that 
the  individual  himself  [Maihew  L.  Davis]  told 
him  (Mr.  W.)  that  he  could  pr<^  ve  the  charge  be  had 
made. 

Mr.  BOTTS  understood,  then,  that  it  was  not  a 
newspaper  paragraph,  but  n  let'er  written  by  a  re- 
spectable and  responsible  individual,  and  it  was 
therefore  entitled  to  respec^fo I  consideration;  bat, 
in  this  case,  the  letter  wa<  written  by  ihe  :lecretary 
of  War,  a  member  of  Mr.  Tyler's  cabinet,  and 
therefore  was  not  entitled  to  respect. 

Mr.  WISE  was  sure  that  his  colleague  would 
not,  in  candor,  «ay  that  such  was  his  understanding 
of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  BOTTS  would  not  ray  that  his  colleague 
meant  to  convey  such  an  impression;  but  he  ma$t, 
in  candor,  say  that  such  was  a  fair  deduction  from 
what  he  said. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  his  colleague,  in  courtesy,  to 
allow  him  to  explain  himself  «o  as  to  be  under-*^ 
stood.  His  colleague  had  stated  that  his  (Mr. 
W.V)  proceeding  was  founded  on  a  newspaper 
paragraph.  This  he  denied,  and  explained  that 
it  was  founded  on  an  accusation  n.ade  by  a  known 
ar,d  responsible  individual  against  a  member  of 
Congress.  From  nothing  that  he  had  s.\id,  could 
a  fair  deduction  be  made  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  not  a  respectable  an  J  responsible  charac- 
ter. The  dist:ncli(n  which  bis  colleague  and 
everybody  else  mu?t  have  understood  him  to 
draw  between  the  letter  of  Ae  Secretary  of  ,W«r 
and  the  accuf^ation  of  Matthew  L  Davis,  was  this: 
Tkie  Secretary  in  bis  letter  did  not  accuse  anybody 
of  crime,  built  wai  a  mere  political  accusation  of 
corruption  against  one  of  the  parties  of  the  day; 
while  the  charge  of  Mr.Davi^:  was  of  crime  against 
A  particular  individual.  Mr.  W.  »aid  he  had 
himself  made  acctisations  of  corruption  against  a 
parly,  and  had  heard  the  same  accusations  made 
against  the  party  with  which  he  acted;  but  he 
never  dreamed  of  such  accusations  being  made 
the  subjf  ct  of  inquiry  in  the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS  again  rose  and  remarked,  that,  as 
one  good  turn  deserved  another,  he  would  appeal 
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lo  the  coartesy  of  bis  colleague  not  to  interrupt 
him. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  bball  not  interrupt  my  colleague, 
unless  he  rgregioasly  misrepresents  or  misquotes 
me. 

Bfr.  BOTTd.  I  hope  my  colleague  does  ROt 
intend  to  charge  me  with  a  design  to  misrepreseot 
him. 

Mr.  WISE  observed,  that  he  could  not  enter 
into  what  were  the  designs  of  his  colleague;  but 
he  could  say  ihat  bis  colleague  could  not  more 
effectually  misrepresent  him  than  by  proceeding  as 
he  bad. 

Mr.  BOTTS  resumed.  His  colleague  had  con- 
tended that,  in  the  former  instance,  when  he  [Mr. 
Wisb]  moved  ibe  resolution  cf  inquiry,  the  charge 
against  a  member  of  Cocgress  vas  preferred,  by  a 
responsible  individual,  [Matthew  L.  Davis,]  known 
as  the  **Spy  in  Wa.«^hington.*>  Now,  if  a  charge 
adduced  by  such  a  man — a  respectable  letter-writer 
— was  competent  to  causa  Congress  to  order  a 
committee  of  investigation,  the  case  was  much 
stronger,  and  the  reason  for  a  committee  of  inves- 
tigation greater,  when  a  grave  charge  was  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  War.  If  it  was  true  that  the 
Whig  party  was  willing  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  great  national  questions,  only  to  secure 
certain  individuals  in  office,  they  woald  indeed 
be  subjected  to  a  grievous  charge.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
would  not  accuse  the  Secretary  of  War  of  fabri- 
catioK  the  charge;  y«t  he  had  endorsed  it,  and  it 
was  but  right  that  the  names  of  those  who  had 
made  the  charge,  or  given  information  to  the  Sec- 
tary, should  be  surrendered.  Was  there  a  Whig 
here,  who  knew  any  foundation  for  such  an  accu- 
sation? If  there  was,  he  demanded  that  such 
should  stand  up  and  rpcak.  He  pronounced  it  a 
foul  and  atrocious  calumny  on  the  Whig  party, 
put  forth  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  and  calculated 
to  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  that  party.  He  (Mr. 
B.)  did  not  claim  to  be  a  leader  of  the  Whig  party; 
yet  he  was  on  terms  of  intimacy,  and  closely  con- 
nected in  his  personal  and  political  relations 
with— 

Here  Mr.  GUSHING  called  to  order,  and  f^ug. 
gested  that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  BoTTs]  did  not  relate  to  the  question  of 
order  pending  betore  the  House,  but  treated  of 
things  which  would  have  to  be  considered  after 
the  House  shall  have  ordered  the  inquiry  asked 
for  by  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  not  raised  any  objection  to  the  re- 
marks of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Wiss]  as  being  out  of 
order. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  he  had  indulged  bo;h  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  ask  the  Speaker  never  to  indulge 
me  out  of  order.  I  was  not  conscious  of  being 
out  of  order.  Task  for  no  indulgences.  I  nevtr 
get  any. 

After  a  brief,  but  inaudible  explanation  from 
the  SPEAKER— 

Mr.  BOTTS  resumed.  He  was  going  on  to 
say,  when  interrupted,  that,  though  not  a  leader  of 
the  Whig  party,  yet  such  were  bis  intimate  pergon- 
al and  political  associations  with  the  member.^  of 
that  party,  that  be  did  not  believe  it  could  have 
been  possible  for  such  a  proposition  as  that  charged 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  been  made  to  the 
President,  without  his  having  beard  something  of 
it.  The  letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War  was  more 
adroitly  written,  more  ingenious,  and  beter  calcula- 
ted to  produce  an  impression  against  the  Whig 
party,  than  anything  he  had  ever  seen.  H<^  main- 
tained that  the  House  should  inquire  into  the  truth 
of  the  charge  which  it  made.  If  true,  let  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  siand  exonerated;  let  those  who  in- 
formed him  stand  exonerated,  and  the  burden  of 
tbe  accusation  be  thrown  upon  such  membrrs  of 
thd  House  as  might  have  furnished  the  informa- 
tion. If,  however,  the  charge  was  false — ^if  the 
Secretary  had  no  authority  for  making  it,  let  tbe 
falsehood  be  branded  on  tbe  forehead  of  the  fabri- 
cator. This  would  be  tbe  consequence:  it  was  for 
this  purpose  that  he  desired  investigation.  Would 
the  members  of  the  late  cabinet  have  consented  to 
retain  their  places  upon  such  terms  as  those  stated 
by  the  Secretary  of  War?    He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  of 


but  one  who  would  have  consented  to  such  condi- 
tions, and  the  Whig  party  did  not  hold  themselves 
responsible  for  him.  They  had  no  sympathy  for 
him  in  the  course  he  was  pursuing. 

Here  some  conversation  ensued  between  the 
SPEAKER,  Mr.  WISE,  and  Mr.  BOTTS.  The 
lattfr  had  resumed  his  remarks,  and  was  discussing 
the  objects  of  the  Whig  party  at  the  extra  session, 
*when  he  was  called  to  order  for  irrelevancy.  He 
then  concluded  by  submitting  his  rebX»Iution  to  tbe 
consideration  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER,  after  remarking  upon  the  sud- 
den manner  in  which  this  point  of  order  had  sprung 
op  for  decision,  and  repealing  his  averment  that 
there  was  a  difference  between  "a  question  of  privi- 
lege" and  **a  privileged  question,"  remarked  that 
he  could  find  no  instance  on  record  where  the 
Chair  had  entertained  of  himself,  and  settled,  what 
WAS  a  question  of  privilege;  on  the  contrary,  he 
found  numerous  instanced  where  the  House  had 
settled  it.  The  qu#lion  must  come  up,  "ShRll  the 
resolution  be  received  as  a  question  of  privilege?" 
If  no  member  called  for  the  question,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  Cbair  to  submit  it. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  it  would  require  a 
majority,  or  two-thirds,  to  receive  the  resolution  as 
a  question  of  privilege? 

The  SPEAKER  answered,  A  majority. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table;  but  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion at  the  re4)uest  of 

Mr.  GRANGER,  who  expressed  a  desire    to 

speak.  * 

Amid  many  cries  of  "bear  him,"  much  confu- 
sion, and  an  objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bownb, 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  gentleman 
could  only  proceed  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  an  opportunity 
would  be  afforded  him  of  replying  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  GuAHOEa.]     [Cries  of  Yes  ] 

Mr.  BOWNE  then  withdrew  his  objection;  after 
which, 

Tbe  SPE4KER  raid  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  GaAMoaa]  might  proceed  by  universal 
consent. 

Mr.  WISE  wtbhed  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
united  in  this  universal  consent  only  on  condition 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  him  to  re- 
ply. Without  this,  he  should  positively  object  to 
the  gentleman's  proceeding. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  Considering  the  peculiar  re- 
lation of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wise]  to  the  Presi- 
dent, 1  take  my  seat  under  objection  from  that 
quarter. 

Mr.  WISE  made  some  remarks  not  heard  above 
the  noise  prevailing,  but  understood  to  be  an  expres- 
sion of  hi«  willingness  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  should  proceed,  provided  his  remarks 
di^  not  call  for  a  reply. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  rose  and  objected;  at  which 
stage  of  the  proceedings, 

Mr.  F  ESSEN  DEN  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  tbe  table. 

This  motion  was  rejected— yeas  86,  na7s  99,  as 

follows: 

YEAS— Mmsrs.  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arrington,  AUierlon, 
Beeaon,  Blacic,  Boyd,  BrewRter,  Brige«,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Cliag. 
Brown,  Burlce,  William  Butler,  Green  W.  Calclwcll,  .lohn 
Campbell,  Gary,  Caaey.  Chapman,  Cliffird,  Clinioti,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Cros«,  Daniel.Uawaon,  Dean,  D>>an,  Cast  man, 
Fcrri*,  Feasendnn,  John  O.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  F.oyd,  Oerry, 
GicKlinga,  Gilmer,  Patrick  G.  Gootie,  Guaiine,  Haatinge,  Ilaya, 
Hopkins,  llouck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Banter,  William  W.  Ir- 
win, Jack,  Williaai  Coal  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  I.  1).  Jjnes, 
Kclm,  Litilefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellarl,  McKay,  Mai- 
lory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Malhewss 
Maxwell.  Medill,  Meriwether.  Millet,  Mitchell,  Muorc,  Morris, 
Newhard,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pickens,  Plu.Tjer,  Read,  Key. 


throp— ^6, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  LandaflT  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Bab* 
cock.  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Bidlack,  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Board* 
man,  Borden,  Botta,  Bowne,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Patrick 
C.  Caldwell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Chittenden,  John 
C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Cusliioc<  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Deberr^,  John  Ed* 
lizards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster.  0»m> 
ble,  Gates,  Goggin,  William  O.  Goodo,  Gordon,  Halsted,  Har. 
ris,  Henry,  Holmes,  Howard,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll,  James  Irvin.  James,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy,  Lane,  Linn,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Thomas  F. 
Marshall,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Os- 
liorne,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Radin^, 
Ridgway.  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Hua. 
sell,  Saniord,  Shepperd,  Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Surat* 


ton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Smnmers.  Taliaferro,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tojand,  Triplett,  Trate- 
bull,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Van  Burcn,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace.  Ward.  Waahinaton,  Weller,  Joseph  L.  White,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Wbe,  Wood,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Yoonj 
—99. 

Mr.  BOTTS  now  yubmitted  a  modification  of 
his  proposition,  by  striking  oat  the  words  "the  Whig 
party^'  in  the  original  resolution,  and  inserting  '*the 
members  of  Congress."    [Laughter  ] 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  his  colleague's  resolu- 
tion purported  to  be  partly  an  extract  from  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Spencer,  in  which  the  words  "the  Whig 
party"  were  wed,  and  not  "the  members  of  Con- 
gress." He  tberefoie  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
portion  of  the  letter  referred  to,  and  also  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  his  colleague. 
They  were  read  accordingly. 
Mr.  PICKENS  desired  to  know  if  the  Speaker 
presented  the  question  of  reception  as  involving  a 
privileged  qaestioni  For  if  the  Chair  put  it  to  the 
House  to  decide  whether  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  involved  a  priv- 
ileged question,  it  then  became  a  grave  question  of 
the  deepest  interest,  in  which  the  lights  and  honor 
of  the  Hou"re  were  coDceri\ed,  and  a  decision 
.<^hould  be  made  that  could  stand  the  test  of  time. 
He  agreed  with  the  Chair,  that  it  was  for  the 
House,  and  not  for  the  Speaker,  to  decide  as  to  its 
privileges.  He  (Mr.  P.)  did  not  wiMi  to  interfere 
in  this  controversy  at  all;  but  whether  it  involved 
the  privileges  of  the  House  or  not,  was  a  question 
above  all  party  interests. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  gave  an  affirmative  answer. 

Mr.  BIDLAlCK  made  a  few  remarks,  not  dis- 
tinctly heard. 

Mr.  WISB  asked  to  be  excased  from  voting. 
He  was  placed  in  a  dilemma,  by  the  form  in  whwh 
the  question  would  be  put  to  the  House.  Were 
the  qnestio;!  as  to  whether  the  resclution  of  his 
colleague  was  a  question  «f  privilege,  put  separate- 
ly from  the  question  of  reception,  he  shoald  vete 
with  pleasure.  As  it  was,  if  he  voted  ay,  he 
should  he  voting  that  the  resolution  was  a  qnestioa 
of  privilege,  which  he  did  not  think;  yet,  he  was 
anxious  to  receive  the  resolution,  although  not  as  a 
privileged  question.  With  these  remarks,  he  with- 
drew his  request  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  what  woold 
be  the  effect  of  the  reception  of  this  restitution  as 
a  que&tion  of  privilege?  Would  it  come  np  for 
the  immpdiaie  consideration  of  tbe  Honaef 

The  SPEAKER  raid  Yes;  and  that  it  woald 
override  all  other  business. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken.  Shall  the  resdn- 
tion  be  received,  as  a  qaestion  of  privilege?  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ^yeas  85,  nays  106,  as  fol* 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Arnold, 
Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Borden,  Boas, 
J.  Brown,  Wm.  Butler,  Wm.  B.  Caix)ptiell,Tho«.  J.  Campbell, 
Caruthers,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James 
Cooper,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Gaxrett  Davie,  Doberry,  John  Bd* 
wards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  A  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble,  GogglD, 
Ilalsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Charlea  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Jamea,  Isaac  U.  Jones,  John  P.  Keo* 
nedy.  Line,  Linn.  McKennan,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Samson 
Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Mor- 

f:an.  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owaley.  Pearce^  Pendleton,  Powell, 
lamsey,  Rayner,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  Russell,  ^mes 
M.  Russell,  Shcppenl,  Blade,  Truman  Smiih^tanly,  Stokely, 
Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Hiuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Tnompaon,  Tlllinghast,  Toland, 
Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, Warren,  Washington,  Joseph  L.  White,  Augustus  Young, 
and  John  Young— 86. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arriogton,  Ath- 
erton.  Baker,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd.  Brewster, 
BrlssB,  Bronson,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Bur- 
T\e\i  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  CaJd- 
well,  John  Campbpll,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cushing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis, 
Dawson.  Dean,  Doan,  Eastman,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Charles  A. 
Floyd,  Gates,  Gerry,  Giddings,  Gilmer,  Patrick  G.  Gooda,  Gor- 
don, Gusiioe,  Harris,  Hasting*,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Ilooaton, 
Hubard,  Hunter,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William  Cost  John- 
son, Cave  .Tohnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Liulefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCtellah,  Robert  McClellafl, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Mallorv,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews, 
Maxwell,  Medill,  Miller.  'Mitchell,  Morris,  Newhard, Parmenter, 
Patridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Read.  Reding,  Reynolds, 
Rlg^s,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  William 
Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Jacob  Thompson,  Under* 
wood,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Weller,  Westbrook.  Chriirtopher  H. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wintfarop,  Wise,  ud  Wood 
-106, 

Mr.  BOTTS  iherenpon  remarked,  that  the  Whig 
party  in  Congress  stood  purged  and  acquitted  of 
I  he  charges  brought  against  them  by  the  honorable 
Secretary.    He  had  shown  that  he  did  not  shrink 
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from  ao  mvestigation  into  tbeir  trath  or  false* 
hood. 

REPBAL  OP  THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  leare,  pnrsaant  to  no- 
Uee,  to  introdoee  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  pat  oo  its  second  read* 
log,  and  printed.  [Objections  were  made  from  all 
parts  of  the  House.]  He  would  move,  then,  the 
suspension  of  the  rales,  that  it  might  be  reeeived. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  suspend;  and  they  were  ordered,  and, 
being  taken,  resulted— yeas  137,  nays  63,  as  fol- 
lows; 

YBA8— Menrs.  Adams,  Landalf  W:  Andrew*,  Arrington, 
Atharton,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Boardroao;  BoUa, 
Bowne,  Bojrd,  Brewater,  Brockway,  Bronsoh,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown.  Burke,  William  Butler, 
WiUiam  O.  Builer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  WiUiam  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Car- 
rathen,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cliflbrd,  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cravens,  Cross,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Ricbartl  D. 
Dmyii,  Daan,  Deberry,  Doan,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Eg- 
bert, Erereu,  Ferris,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  For- 
nance,  A.  Lawrence  Foeier,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Gofgin, 
William  O.  Ooode,  Gordon,  Gu«tine,  Uasiinga,  Hays,  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  Uoock,  Houston,  Elubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Int^er- 
aoil,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Ken. 
nedy,  Unn,  LIttlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert 
McCiellan,  McKay,  McKennan,  BIcKeon,  MalTory,  Marehand, 
Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Mathews,  Mattocks, 
■ediU,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Morris,  New  hard,  Parraenter,  Pa. 
Ciidce,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Ramsey,  Read,  Reding,  Rey- 
nolds,  Itiggi^  RogerSi'Banford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Bhepperd, 
Blade,  Tramao  Smith,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  i^ollers,  Steen* 
rod,  Stokel/,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  8ummere,  Sumter, 
Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Triplett,  Trambull,  Turney,  Under- 
wood.  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Watterson,  Weller,  West- 
brook,  Wise,  Wood,  and  Augustus  Young— 137. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Ay- 
cnM,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair,  Borden,  Brig^s,  Chittenden,  John 
C.  Claik,8.  N.  Clarke,  J,  Cooper,  Cranston,  Gushing,  Dawson, 
Feoenden,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Giddiogs,  Granger,  Halated,  Henry, 
Howard,  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin.  Janves, 
IWllliam  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jonas,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane, 
Mathiot,  Maxwell,  Maynard.  MeriweiKer,  Moore,  Morgan, 
If  orrow,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Benjamin  Randall, Ridg- 
sray,  Rndner,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Stanly, 
Sciatton,  TolaodtTomlinson.  Van  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Wash* 
inaton,  Joaeph  L.  White,  Christopher  11.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Winlhrop,  Yorke,  and  John  Young-  63. 

The  rales  were  therefore  suspended  by  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds, 

Mr.  EVBREXr  then  introduced  his  bill,  which 
was  read  a  fir»t  and  second  time.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  BILL  TO  REPBAL  THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentatitea 
^the  United  Statea  of  America  in  Congreaa  aaaembUd,  That 
an  act  eati'Ied  "An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank' 
ruDtcy  throughout  the  United  States,"  approved  on  the  nine* 
leeoth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty  one,  be,  and 
tbe  same  hereby  is  repealed;  Provided^  That  this  act  nhall 
■01  affect  any  case  or  proceeding  in  bankruptcy  commenced 
twfore  the  fifth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty 
two;  or  any  pains,  penalties,  or  forfeiiuies,  incurred  under  such 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed, 
and  that  it  be  made  the  special  order'  for  Taesday 
next. 

After  some  conrerssaiion  between  Mr.  EVER- 
ETT, Mr.  BARNARD,  and  the  SPEAKER, 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  ihat  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Jadicinry. 

Mr.  EVEBETT  said,  in  his  opinion,  it  wonld 
not  be  necessary  to  commit  it. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  snfigested  that  a  day 
more  distant  than  The  one  named  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  should  be  fixed,  that  gentlemen 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  from  their  con- 
stituents, whose  opinions  might  possibly  regulate 
the  judgment  of  some  gentlemen.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  strike  out  **Taesday  next,*'  and  insert 
**Taeaday  week.»» 

Mr.  EVERETT  thought  the  time  he  had  fixed 
long  enough. 

Mr.  PAYNE  ^ave  notice  that,  at  the  proper 
time,. he  should  move  to  strike  out  the  proviso. 

Mr.  CAlVE  JOHNSON  said  the  sooner  they  got 
rid  of  this  quesiion  the  better;  and,  therefore,  he 
moved  to  make  it  tbe  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BARNARD  hoped,  when  it  was  printed, 
die  House  would  consent  to  act  with  that  delibera- 
Hon  in  ibis  ease  which  marked  their  proceediDgs  in 


others;  and  that  they  would  consent  to  com- 
mit this  bill  to  a  standing  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  R.  Inobrsoll,  to  postpone  the  bill  to  this 
day  two  weeks;  which  was  lost — only  53  Toting  in 
the  aflirmative. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cats  Johkson,  to  postpone 
until  to- morrow,  was  also  lost;  tbe  vote  being  78 
in  the  aflirmative,  and  85  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  EvEasrr]  to  print 
and  postpone  until  Tuesday  next;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

TAMPERING  WITH  THE  EXECUTIVE. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  bad  voted  against 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
BoTTs]  as  a  question  of  privilege;  but  he  wss 
anxious  to  ascertain  the  fact,  if  any  gentleman  had 
been  tampering  with  the  Executive.  If  £,uch  were 
the  fact,  he  wished  those  gentlemen  to  be  exposed 
to  the  public  indignaiion;  and,  therefore,  he  de- 
sired to  offer  a  resolution  which  he  had  prepared. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  give  way,  so  that  some  Exfcutive 
communications  now  on  the  Speaker's  table  might 
be  received,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  it  would  occupy  but 
a  moment  to  dispose  of  his  resolution,  and  the  Ex- 
ecutive communications  could  be  received  imme- 
diately after. 

Objections  were  made  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution  olf  the  eentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rulfs  for  the  reception  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  GUSHING  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs; 
which  being  ordered,  resulted  as  follows — yeas  109, 
nays  78;  which  being  less  than  a  majority  of  two- 
thirds,  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  did  not  pre- 
vail 

YE^S— Messrs.  Adams.  Landaff  W.  Andrew^  Arnold.  Ar* 
rington,  Aycrigg,  Bahcock.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bidlack,  Biids- 
eye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Bolts,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Wil. 
Ham  Butler,  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell.  TItomas  J.  Camfv- 
bell,  Caruthers,  Johii  C.  Ulaf fc,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  J.  Cooper, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Crairen!i,CaBhing,  Gaireit  Davis, 
Deberry,  John  Rdwards,  Ererett,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Pus- 
ler.  Gamble,  Goggin,  Gordon,  Halsted,  Henry,  Holmes,  C.  J. 
Ingersoll.  J,  R.  Ligersoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  Isaac  D.  Jones, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  LIttlefield, 
Lowell,  Robert  McClellan.  McKennan,  Mallory.  Thomas  F. 
Maisball,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Meriwether,  Mor> 

fan,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
'nwell,  Ramsej,  Benjamin  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding,  Ridg«i;ay, 
Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Baltonstall,  Bhep. 
perd,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Boilers,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratton, 
Alexander  IL  H.  iiiuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.Thomp<^ 
son,  RIchaid  W.  Titompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Tomlinson,  Tnpleit,  Trumbull,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Van  Rensselaer.  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Wel> 
ler,  Joseph  L.  White,  Christopher H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil. 
liams,  Wise,  Wood,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young •^109. 

KAYS— Messrs.  Alleo,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Atlienon,  Ba. 
ker,  Becson,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd.  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Bumell,  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
John  Campbell,  Cary,  Casey,  Ciifibrd,  Clinton,  Cowen,  Cross, 
Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Ferris,  Pessenden,  John  G.  Floyd.  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gates, 
Gerry,  Gilmer,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  William  O.  Goods*  Gustine, 
Hasungs.  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubaid,  Hudson, 
Hunter,  William  W.Irwin,  Jack.  William  Cost  Johnson, Cave 
Johnson,  Keim,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay.  McKeon,  Mar. 
chand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  Maxwell,  Medill,  Mitchell, 
Morris,  Newhard,  Parmenier,  Pickens,  Plumer.  Read,  Rey- 
nolds, Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Snyder, 
Steenrod,  Sumter,  Watterson,  Wesibrook,  and  WIntbrop— 78. 

JOINT  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  concurrence  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  to  appoint  joint  committees 
on  enrolled  bills,  d^c.,  dkc. 

Tbe  motion -was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  Executive 
communications  on  the  Speaker's  table  be  read; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  Clcrk  accordingly  read  a  Tariety  of  eom- 
muDications  from  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, and  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings; and  they  were  appropriately  referred,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inqonrad  if  the  estimales  for 


the  year  had  been  reeeived  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partmieiit? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  they  bad  not  yet 
been  placed  upon  his  table. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  announced  that  he  bad  received 
additional  testimony  in  the  ease  of  the  contestecl 
eleetion  of  the  Delegate  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Lkvt.) 

Mr.  TURNET  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MORQANmovedthat  it  be  referred,  togeth- 
er with  tbe  testimony  previously  received,  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  last  session,  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections^ 

The  question  was  taken  on  tbe  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  which  was  negatived — the  vote  being  52 
in  the  affirmative,  and  76  in  the^negative. 

Mr.  MORGAN  then  urged  the  motion  which  hb 
had  submitted. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected  to  that  moti-^n.  He 
did  not  know  by  what  authority  thisr  testimony  had 
been  taken,  nor  by  which  party;  but  at  the  extra 
session  time-  was  given  both  parties  to  take  testimo- 
ny, under  the  rules  of  the  House,  which  prescribed 
how  the  testimony  should  be  taken;  lebtimony  was 
accordingly  taken,  and  the  whole  was  refened  to 
a  standing  committee,  by  whom  a  report  was 
made,  and  the  case  waa  disposed  of.  But  new  tes- 
timony had  found  its  way  int»  the  Hou'i«-— by 
whom  or  by  what  authority  taken,  no  human  being 
could  tell.  It  was  certain  that  it  waa  not  taken  by 
the  authority  of  the  House.  Now,  he  wished  to 
know  if,  at  this  late  day,  the  House  was  again  to 
commit  this  subject  to  the  Conmittee  of  Elections, 
when  the  term  of  the  Delegate's  service  had  nearly? 
expired?  It  appeared  to  him'  to  be  a  species  of 
child's  play;  and  if  it  were  to  be  done,  be  lioped 
tbe  gentlemen  who  voted  for  it  would  take  upon 
themselves  the  trouble  which  the  examinatioii 
would  require.  He  submitted,  as  a  que^tion  of 
orderi  whether  the  report  of  the  last  session  waa 
now  "before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  decide  that 
it  was  not. 

The  House  then  adjonmed. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wbdvesdat,  December  14,  1849. 

The  PRESIDENT  prolcm.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate •  a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
showing  the  returns  made  to  that  department,  by 
collectors  of  the  several  collection  districts  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  number  of  American  seamen 
registered  in  each  district  during  the  year  ending 
September,  1842;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
'  Mr.  CHO ATE  presented  tbe  petition  of  Benja- 
min K.  Churchill,  of  New  Hampshire,  who  waa 
engaged  in  the  privateer  service  of  the  United 
States  during  the  late  war  with  England,  praying^ 
for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  the  petitioo 
of  George  Bnrk,  praying  for  revolutionary  boonty 
land:  referred  to  the  Committee  en  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Duncan  L.  Clinch  were  ordered  to  be 
taken  from  the  files  ot  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ciaiina. 
-  Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from 
Franklin  W.  Stilwell,  relative  to  qualifying  and 
appointing  engineers  on-board  the  United  Slates 
steamahips:  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afibira. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KERR,1eave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Seaate  the  petiffon 
and  papers  of  R.  8.  Coxe,  assignee  of  David 
Beard. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  B.  Lewis;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  appropriately  referred. 
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Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  re- 
ronding  to  Massachu^ette  the  balances  dae  her  for 
dinbarsements  daring  tbe  late  war  with  Great  Bril- 
aio;  which  wa«  rend  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
fjommittee  on  Mtlilary  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
repeal  »be  eet  to  amend  an  act  approved  93d  Au- 
gust, 184Q.  fanher  supplementary  to  the  act  enti* 
tied  "An  act  lo  esublish  the  judietal  ajslem  of  (he 
Uoited  SiaieKj'*  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Cotnmitiee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PORTEft,  on  leave,  intjoduced  a  btti  to 
am*ud  an  actentiikd  "An  act  to  establish  the  north 
era  boundary  line  of  tbe  S'ate  of  Ohio,  and  to  pro- 
vide fcr  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  tbe  Union,*' 
approved  in  1836;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re* 
ferred  t«  the  Jadietary  Commiitee. 

Mr.   KING,  on  leave  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
.relief  of  Jo»*ph  Bryan,  Harrison  Youag,  and  Ben- 
jamio  Young;  which  was  read  twice,  anid,  with  the 
papers  on  the  files  of  the  .Senate  relating  te  it,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
tbe  relief  of  claimants  to  indemnity  for  ceruin 
slaves  taken  by  tbe  British  Government  from  on 
board  of  tbe  American  ,brigs  the  Comet  and  Baco* 
miom«  at  Nassau  and  New  Providence;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Rrlations. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introdnced  a  bill  to  indem- 
nify Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  for  damages 
sustained  in  discharge  of  his  official  duly;  which 
was  read  twice,  and 

Mr.  L  said  the  bill  was  very  short;  and,  ta- 
king example  of  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  WaioHT,]  he  woald  not  move  to  refer  it  to 
any  eommittee.  It  was  fully  discussed  at  the  last 
aeasion;  and  its  provisions  being  simple,  were,  no 
dmibc,  naderatood  on  all  aides.  He  would,  there- 
face,  move  that  the  bill  be  postponed  till  this  day 
week,  and  made  the  order  for  that  day.  The  mo- 
lion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  L.  also,  on  leave,  introduced  the  following 
bills,  via: 

.  .A  bill  aathorlxing  the  relinquishment  of  the  six- 
teenth sections  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and 
the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  which  was 
lead  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands.  • 

A  bill  to  continue  in  foroe  tbe  "Act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  priTate  land  claims  in  Missouri,"  ap" 
proved  9ih  July,  1839;  aod  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  3d  March,  1833;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  ih^  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  lo  al- 
low a  drawback  on  foreign  merchandise  exported 
in  original  packages  lo  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe, 
in  Mexico;  which  having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  FOLTON  moved  to  refer  it  to  tbe  Commit- 
tf&on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WOOD  BURT  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  to  which  it  was  proposed 
\o  refer  this  bill,  would  lake  into  cuasideration  the 
propriety  of  enlarging  its  provisions,  so  as  to  in- 
dode  (be  whole  frontier  of  the  United  S'ates.  He 
considered  that  the  privilege  of  drawback  on  goods 
exported  in  original  packagrs  was  f qualiy,  if  not 
more,  important  to  the  Northern  and  Eastern  sec- 
tions of  ihe  oonniry,  than  to  that  section  which  this 
bill  was  intended  lo  benefit^-the  West. 

Mr.  KCNG,  as  one  of  the  commiUee,  had  no 
objection  to  the  reference;  but  he  must  say  that  he 
was  adverse  to  tbe  passage  of  any  general  provis- 
ion allowing  drawback,,  believing  that  it  would 
lead  to  most  misebievont  consequence!*,  and  would 
defraud  the  Government  of  a  large  portion  of  its 
revenue. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  the  CommiUee  on 
Commerce  had  at  the  last  session  examined  this 
bill,  and  considered  it  as  a  case  sui  generis,  and 
01^  which  ought  ta  pass  as  a  matter  of  strict  jus- 
tice to  those  interested  in  Ihe  trade,  and  as  a  matter 
of  public  poKcy.  Toe  committee  then  reported 
favorably  to  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  without  a  gen- 
eral provision.  They  tbeqgbt  it  ought  not  to  be 
connected  with  the  subject  of  drawbacks  generally. 
He  believed  the  interests  of  the  ooancry  were  very 


well  protected  in  the  bill  as  then  reported  from  the 
committee,  and  that  it  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  FULt'ON  remarked  that  the  bill  at  the  last 
session  took  Ibe  very  course  which  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  suggested;  and,  on  account 
of  its  being  encumbered  with  the  additional  weight 
of  a  general  provision,  was  lost.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  this  bill,  which  was  intended  lo  pro7ide 
for  a  pecnliar  case,  would  not  again  be  converted 
into  a  general  bill.  As  the  bill  stood,  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  interest  lo  the  West;  not  only  so,  but 
to  tbe  whole  Uoio^.  Justice  to  those  interested  in 
this  particular  trade  demanded  its  passage,  wheth- 
er a  general  system  of  drawbacks  l^  established  or 

not. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  did  not  wish  to  em- 
ban  ass  tbe  action  upon  this  bill;  but  be  hoped  that 
when  the  committee  were  considering  the  subject, 
they  would  consider  tbe  question  of  extending  the 
principles  of  the  bill  to  every  section  of  the  Union. 
He  felt  bound,  at  the  la&t  session,  from  a  sense  of 
duty,  to  make  the  motion  to  include  tbe  whole 
froniier  of  the  United  States  in  the  bill.  He  would 
try  again  to  effect  that  object.  It  wsb  impoitant 
not  only  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  but  to  a 
vast  portion  of  tbe  business  passing  through  tbe 
Northern  lakes,  and  on  the  Northern  railroads, 
during  six  months  in  the  year,  when  the  navigation 
was  closed.  He  merely  threw  out  the  suggestion 
lo  the  committee,  to  consider  tbe  propriety  of  ma^ 
king  the  bill  general,  while  they  were  entertaining 
the  subject.  As  to  the  objection  urged  against  a 
general  bill,  that  frauds  would  grow  up  under  it,  he 
would  only  say  that  smuggling  can  be  as  effectually 
guarded  against  in  a  general  bill  as  it  was  prssible 
to  do  in  a  partial  bill.  He  Would  feel  compelled, 
in  juatice  to  the  whole  frontier,  lo  move  an  amend- 
ment in  accordance  with  hia  views  when  the  bill 
came  before  tbe  Senate  for  action. 

The  bill  was.  then  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  in  re- 
lation to  a  donation  of  land  to  certain  persons  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citlzsns  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  Stales  and  the 
Choctaw  Indians;  which  bills  were  read  twice,  and 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.'  LINN,  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Dr.  Boyd  Reihy  were  ordered  to  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  aad  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  tbe  peitiion  and 
papers  of  Garland  &,  Curry  were  ordered  to  be 
taken  from  tbe  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Comuklttee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Messrs.  BATES  and  FULTON  gave  notice  that 
they  woald,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  lo  introduce 
certain  bills. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  following  reso- 
lution, introdnced  by  Mr.  Bbntoit  on  Monday  last, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

Reacived^  That  the  Preaidant  of  tha  United  StataslM  reqoest* 
ed  to  inform  tbe  Senais  tsfoUowK 

1.  Hie  namber  vmI  eetimatad  value  of  Taavela  which  will  be 
eqaired  in  tbe  African  aquadron  under  the  late  Britiah  treaty. 

2.  The  pvolwble  annual  coat  of  repairing  aaid  Teaaela. 

3.  Thenunataer  of  men  and  offlcera  which  the  equipment  of 
the  aouadron  wilt  require. 

4.  The  prolMble  annual  loaa  of  men  from  deaiha,  deeertlon, 
and  other  caaualliea,  on  board  eaid  aquadron. 

6.  The  probable  annual  expenditure  of  oaiO  aquadron,  umler 
all  the  heada  of  expenditure  incident  to  the  aervice. 

6.  Whether  it  ia  intended  to  make  the  squadron  conaiet  of 
more  than  eighty  guna,  and  tbe  calibre  of  the  guna  to  be  uaed. 

7.  The  whole  numlMr  of  gtfna  which  It  ia  expected  to  have 
afloat  in  the  United  Sutea  navy  during  the  year  1843;  and  the 
eaUraated  expenae  of  the  naval  eetablishment  for  the  year,  in* 
chiding  all  expenaee  incident  to  keeping  up  the  navy. 

Mr.  BENTON  modified  the  resolution,  by  in- 
serting ibe  words  *<and  other  arms**'after  the  word 
"guns,"  in  the  7th  clause.  The  resolution,  as  thus 
modified,  wasadt)pted. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  found  the  Chair  had 
placed  him  on  the  Committee  on  Printing.  His 
health  was  such,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to 
perform  the  duties  which  would  devolve  on  him 
in  consequence.  He  therefore  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  question  was  put,  and  be  was  excused;  and 
tbe  Chair  was  authorized  to  appoint  another  mem 
bar  to  fiUtbe  Taean^. 


CORPS  OF  REPORTERS. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  such  a 
corps  came  up  in  order;  but  was,  at  the  suggeation 
of  Mr.  BAYARD,  who  introduced  it,  postponed  till 
Monday  next. 

CLAIMANTS. 

Tbe  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  GaABiM  came  up, 
and  was  read,  as  follows: 

Reaolved  by  the  Senate^  (/Ae  Jiavee  o/  RepreB^ntaiiveg 
coneurringi)  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  joint  rutea  of 
thetwoHouaea: 

Whenever  a  claim  against  the  United  Btatea,  of  any  deacrip> 
tion,  haa  been,  orahaH  t)e,  preaented  to  either  Houae,  aod  re- 
fened  to  a  eommittee,  and  auch  committee  ahail  hare  made  e 
report  in  writing  agalnat  the  allowance  of  the  daioK  aad  tb« 
aame  ahall  have  been  concurred  in  bv  auch  Houa^  it  ahail  not 
bo  In  order  to  revive  tbe  conaideration  of  auch  claim  in  that 
Houae,  at  the  aame  or  any  future  aeaaion  of  Congreaa,  ehher  by 
bill,  reaolutloa,  petition,  or  ocherwiae,  except  upon  a  meaaaeial 
of  the  claimant,  firat  aetting  forth,  upon  afli<lavit,  that  he  has 
discovered  new  evidence  in  aopportof  hia  claim  since  the  de- 
claion  againat  it,  and  a  atatement  of  the  aubatance  of  audi  evi- 
dence; or,  aeoond,  aaaigning  apecific  errora  in  the  report  of  tha 
committee  adverae  to  it,  and  a  certificate  of  a  member  of  that 
Houae  that  he  bellevee  that  the  former  declaion  was  erroneoua;, 
aa  charged  In  aaid  memorial:  Provided^  That  an  order  die- 
ehtrging  a  commit  tee  from  the  further  conaideration  of  a  claim, 
ahall  in  nowiae  require  compliance  with  the  rule. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  remarked  that  this  resoliilion 
was  fully  discussed  snd  passed  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  but  was  not  acted  on  in  the  other 
House;  and  unless  some  Senator  wiahed  a  poatr 
ponement,  he  hoped  it  would  be  passed  at  once. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  he  coold  not  TOie  far 
the  resolution.  He  deemed  the  rules  alreadf 
passed  sufficient  to  guard  ihe  Senate  against  im« 
proper  applications  from  claimants.  The  effect  of 
tbe  rule  would  be  to  narrow  down  and  infringe  the 
right  of  petition  of  bis  constituents.  He  could  not 
see  that  anj  good  would  grow  out  of  it;  and  was, 
therefore,  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  KING  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  bis 
friend  from  Michigan  was  mistaken  In  bis  riews  cyf 
tbe  proposed  role,  when  he  asserted  that  it  would 
operate  as  an  infringement  of  the  right  of  petition. 
He  would  find,  on  examining  tbe  proposition,  diat 
that  right  was  scrupulontly  guarded.  The  great 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  prevent  a  oonsiant 
return  of  subject^  acted  upon  year  after  year,  and 
reported  against  by  the  committees,  and  rejected  bj 
the  two  Houses-^-matters  which  were  fre^aently 
broQgbt  up  from  musty  records,  and  presented  to 
tbe  &nate,  with  no  new  grounds  by  the  elaimanta 
to  recommend  them  to  its  consideration.  This 
practice  caused  a  great  deal  of  labor,  and  was  at« 
tended  with  considerable  expense  to  the  nadon. 
This  rule  was  to  prevent  the  practice,  and  enable 
Congress  to  devote  to  tbe  important  bosiness  of  tbe 
nation  the  time  thus  improperly  taken  up  in  rein- 
vestigating, thrice  over  and  over  again,  elaims 
wiihout  metit  or  shadow  of  jnstiee.  The  mle 
would  be  an  admirable  one,  and  would  save  a  great 
deal  of  unnecessary  labor,  and  a  great  deal  of 
money  for  the  Govemmenr.  He  knew  that,  year 
after  year,  these  rejected  claims  were  hunted  up  by 
interested  agents,  and  brought  forward  without  may 
new  evidence  or  new  grounds  to  recommend  then 
to  favorable  consideration;  and,  when  presented, 
they  were  referred  to  the  oommiittes,  reinvesUca- 
led,  at  immense  labor,  reported  against,  and  reject- 
ed: and  still  there  was  no  end  to  action  upon  then. 
The  claims  of  citizens  should  be  fully  and  fairly 
examined,  and  decided  upon;  but,  when  that  waa 
donr*.  Congress  should  at  least  be  saved  the  trouble 
of  going  over  tbem  again  and  again. 

M'-.  LINN  inquired  wbedier  the  reaolntion  re- 
quired that  a  report  in  writing  should  be  made  bj 
tbe  committee?. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  LINN  thought  that,  if  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  a  report  was  made 
aod  published,  giving  information  to  the  eoantry 
of  tbe  rule^and  the  reasons  for  its  adoption,  it 
would  prevent  much  abu^e  of  members  of  Con- 
gress. If  otherwise,  great  complaint  in  regard  to 
members  of  Congress  neglecting  the  business  eon« 
fided  to  tbem  would  be  made;  and  they  would  have 
to  write  many  letters  defending  themselves  againat 
tbe  charge.  There  bnd  been  some  discnssion  upon 
the  subject  last  year;  and  he  believed  there  was  a 
resolution  adopted,  of  tbe  nature  of  this  proposed 
rule,  requiring  a  written  report  to  be  made  in 
all  cases  of  private  claims,  and  exeloding  far<« 
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ther .  action  on  claims  thas  unfavorably  re- 
ported npon.  After  ihe  passage  of  soch  role, 
he  bad  been  greatly  blamed  for  not  pressing 
elaims  reported  against,  witbont  the  applicant 
knowing  of  the  existence  of  the  rale  of  the 
Senate.  His  honorable  friend  from  Alabama 
certainly  stated  the  case  veiy  strongly,  and,  in  the 
main,  correctly.  They  had  been  grossly  imposed 
npon.  He  thought  ii  would  be  belter  to  refer  the 
matter  to  some  comnittee;  and  he  would  there- 
fore move  that  it  be  referied  to  the  Committee  on 
Clnims. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  had  no  ol jection  to  the  refer- 
ence; but  supposed  the  notoriety  of  the  coarse  pur- 
sued by  Congress,  in  relation  to  reiterated  claims, 
wonld  be  given  as  well  by  the  publication  of  the 
resolntion,  as  by  the  publication  of  the  report  of 
the  eammittee.  He  therefore  saw  no  necessity 
for  the  reference  desired  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri. He  had  been  induced  to  bring  forward  the 
subject  mt  the  last  session,  in  consequence  of  the 
experience  he  bad  had,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  regard  to  the  pertinacity  with  which 
claims  are  reiterated  after  repeated  rejections,  and 
the  expenditure  of  much  labor  in  previous  in- 
▼estigations.  The  rommittee  have  had  to  con- 
sider claims  repeatedly  rejected  since  ISIS-'IG, 
and  even  since  1808.  There  is  no  end  to  the  la- 
labor  of  inrestigatioD,  if  this  system  is  to  go  on. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  said,  in  relation  to  the  consider- 
ations which  had  been  suggested  for  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  was 
another,  which  rendered  it  a  high  and  imperious 
duty  npon  Congress  to  adopt  such  a  resolution. 
With  a  single  word,  he  would  refer  to  it.  They 
had,  during  the  last  three  or  four  years,  heard  a 
good  deal  of  abuse  about  the  delays,  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  in  acting  upon  private  claims.  They 
had  heard  it  asseried  that  there  were  a  thousand 
hooest  and  suffering  claimants  before  Congress 
whose  claims  were  not  acted  on.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
bad  ao  doubt  that,  if  both  Houses  were  to 
adopt  such  a  rule,  and  abide  by  it,  at  least 
nine  hundred  out  ef  the  one  thousand  claims 
would  disappear  at  once.  There  were  claims 
which-  had  been  before  Congress  for  twenty 
years;  and,  having  no  merit,  they  could  not  be  dis- 
posed of.  To  rid  themselves,  then,  of  tbese-*he 
wonld  not  say  slanders— but  these  errors  in  the 
public  judgment,  and  to  show  that  they  did  not  de- 
serve these  reproachful  charges  of  neglecting  pri- 
vate claims,  it  would,  he  thoug;ht,  be  proper  to 
adopt  some  ho  test  and  fair  rule  by  which,  when  a 
bad  claim  had  been  once  fairly  rejected,  it  should 
not  again  be  placed  upon  the  calendar,  and  con- 
tinued  there  from  day  to  day,  as  constructive  evi- 
dence of  improper  neglect  and  delay  on  the  part 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  made  some  farther  re- 
naarks  against  the  resolution;  and 

The  question  was  pat  on  the  motion  of  refer- 
ence, and  disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  orders  of  the  day  brought  up  Mr.  Benton^ 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act. 

The  CHAIR  announced  that  it  was  on  its  sec- 
ond reading,  and  would  be  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  the  question  pending  being  on 
the  amendment  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Graham] 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed  that,  if  the  bill  was  still 
subject  to  such  a  motion,  he  would  move  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the-motion  would  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed  that  he  believed  it  was 
considered  expedient,  in  obedience  to  public  opin- 
ion, to  bring  forward  the  repeal  of  the  law  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session  of  Congress. 
.  The  law,  as  it  now  txists,  applies  to  Chses  both 
of  voluntary  and  involuntary  baokrupcy.  It  was 
proposed  to  repeal  this  law,  on  the  ground  that 
public  opinion  wat  against  it;  but,  in  his  (Mr.  B.*s) 
opinion,  the  public  senttTbent  was  directed  rather 
against  that  portion  of  the  law  which  relates  to  vol- 
untary bankruptcy,  than  against  the  law  itself.  With 
a  view,  then,  to  ascertain,  by  examination,  whether 


such  a  bill  may  not  be  prei^ented  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate  as  would  steer  clear  of  the  objec- 
tions which  apply  to  the  exisiing  Uw,  it  seemed 
desirable  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee for  inquiry.  And  he  was  strengthened 
in  this  conviction  by  the  fact,  that  among  the 
numerous  petitions  which  had  been  presented  to 
Congress  at  a  former  session,  upon  the -subject  of 
the  bankropt  law,  by  far  the  greater  portion  sought, 
not  its  repeal,  but  a  modification  of  it,  by  excluding 
the  provisions  which  relate  to  voluntary  bankrupt- 
cy, and  by  modifying  the  terms  upon  which  cer- 
tificates of  bankruptcy  should  be  granted.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  public  opinion,  so  far  as  ft  had 
b^en  ascertained  by  the  representations  made  to 
Congress,  was  not  at  all  adverse  to  tne  existtnce 
of  a  system  of  mercantile  bankruptcy;  and  with 
a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  a  bill  in  such  a 
form  might  not  be  substituted  for  the  present  law, 
he  thought  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be  refer- 
red. But  it  was  particularly  desirable  in  another  and 
a  general  view;  inasmuch  as  it  would  protect  the 
legislation  of  the  United  States  Congress  from  the 
imputation  of  instability,  and  insure  that  respect 
which  ought  to  be  entertained  towards  all  legisla- 
tion. Besides,  it  seemed  to  him  improper  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  consideration  of  the  matter  with  such 
rapidity,  precluding  tlie  possibility  of  giving  it  that 
due  deliberation  which  it  required.  They  should 
not  harry  their  investigatioa  upon  this  subject 
without  making  those  preliminary  inquiries  which 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  making  in  regard  to 
every  ordinary  subject.  These  were  the  consider- 
ations which  induced  him  to  propose  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BENTON  objected,  in  the  mo^t  strenuous 
terms,  to  the  reference  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia.  To  refer  the  bill  to  that  committee, 
would  be  tantamount  to  its  total  rejection.  He 
wonld  tell  the  Senate  plainly,  that,  if  the  reference 
was  made,  he  would  consider  the  proposition  to  re- 
peal the  bankrupt  act  at  once  rejected.  What 
would  it  be,  but  inviting  a  committee  hostile  to  the 
purpose  of  the  bill  to  go  into  the  question  of  a  uni- 
versal bankrupt  system,  or  exercise  its  ingenuity  to 
build  up  a  system  like  that  of  the  British  bankrupt 
system?  and  that  is  not  a  work  that  can  be  per- 
formed this  session,  if  it  ever  can  be  performed 
successfully.  The  committee  was  under  the  delu- 
sion of  the  false  doctrine  which  induced  the  original 
measure:  that  delusion  was,  th£t  insolvency  and 
bankruptcy  are  one  and  the  same  thing.  This  falla- 
cy has  ever  been  maintained  by  the  Judiciary  in  the 
application  of  the  laws,  which  cannot  be  administer- 
ed without  gross  error.  A  question  cannot  arise  he- 
tvreen  two  neighbors  about  a  dozen  of  eggs,  with^ 
out  being  liable  to  be  taken  from  the  custody  of  the 
laws  of  the  States  and  brought  up  to .  the  Federal 
courts.  And  now,  when  this  doctrine  that  insol- 
vency  and  bankruptcy  are  the  same,  if  a  continu- 
ance of  the  law  is  to  be  coniriv  cd,  it  must  be  done 
in  conformity  with  such  a  fallacy.  Tue  law  has 
proved  to  be  nothing  but  a  great  insolvent  law,  for 
the  abolition  of  debt5,  for  the  benefit  of  debtors; 
and  would  it  be  mainained  that  a  permanent  sys- 
tem ought  to  be  built  up  on  such  a  foundation  as 
thati  No,  he  could  tell  the  Senate  they  could  not 
go  into  any  such  work.  He  should  resist  the  mo- 
tion for  these  reasons.  He  resisted  it,  also,  l)e- 
causeit  was  contrary  to  all  parliamentary  usage 
to  send  a  bill  to  a  committee  hostile  to  its  princi- 
ples. To  send  it  to  such  a  committee  is  to  send  it 
where  it  is  foredoomed.  There  was  no  occasion 
for  such  a  course;  the  law  has  met  the  universal 
condemnation  of  the  country.  The  present  bill 
was  a  bill  for  its  repeal,  with  provisions  for 
bringing  the  remaining  cases  within  constitutional 
limits.  With  this  view  he  had  taken  the  36th  sec- 
tion of  the  old  bankrupt  act  of  1800,  which  re- 
quired the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  creditors 
to  the  extinction  of  the  bankrupt's  debts.  The 
whole  of  the  creditors  are  treated  as  a  partnership 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  their  debts-*all  having 
an  interest,  but  giving  a  large  majority  a  deci&ive 
voice  in  the  adjustment.  The  old  bankrupt  act 
was  in  reality  a  bankrupt  system,  and  respected 
the  insolvent  laws  of  the  States.  But  the  present 
law  undertakes  to  expunge  the  insolvent  laws  of 
the  States.    The  old  law  was  confined  to  traders; 


but  this  extends  to  every  one  who  wants  to  get 
rid  of  his  debts.  The  old  law  of  ISOO  not  only 
respected  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  States,  but 
the  lien  laws  of  the  States;  this  presumes  to  abro- 
gate both.  In  the  provisions  of  this  repeal  bill,  the 
necessary  clauses  of  the  old  law  are  to  be  incor* 
porated,  in  relation  to  the  remaining  cases  of  bank- 
ruptcy. This  must  be  done  to  bring  them  within 
the  pale  of  the  Constitution.  One  gnrd  eflTect 
will  be,  that,  although  we  may  not  it  11  the 
judges  they  have  been  guilty  of  gross  error,  w^ 
can  show  them*  that  they  have  acted  unconstitu- 
tionally. In  England,  a  bankrupt  must  have  hia 
certificate  signed  by  two-thirds  of  his  creditors,  or 
he  is  treated  as  an  uncertified  bankrupt.  And  he 
would  tell  the  Senate  that  here,  now,  every  persoa 
who  has  been  dischaiiged  under  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion is  an  uncertified  bankrupt;  and  his  claim  to 
be  discharged  from  liability  to  his  debts  should  be 
disregarded  in  any  court  acting  up  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. If  he  (Mr.  B)  were  judge  of  a  court,  he 
would  treat  as  a  nullity  any  certificate  under  the 
present  law,  brought  forward  as  a  plea  against  a 
claim  of  debt.  He  would  ask  for  a  certificate 
signed  by  two-thirds  of  the  creditors;  and  if  that 
could  not  be  produced,  he  would  disregard  the  plea 
altogether.  He  would  ask,  was  the  Senate  now  to 
elongate  this  iniquitous  act?  and  if  it  was,  for  what 
length  of  timel  He  could  tell  them  bow  long  it 
would  admit  of  remaining  cases  being  continued: 
just  as  long  as  the  assets  would  hold  out  to  paj 
the  officers  of  the  courts  and  th«  commissioners. 

Some  months  ago,  he  read  in  a  Philadelphia  pa- 
per a  notice  to  creditors  to  come  forward  for  a  div-i 
idend  of  half  a  cent  in  the  dollar  in  a  case  of  bank-- 
ruptcy  pending,  under  the  old  law  of  1800,  since 
the  year  1801.  And,  three  or  four  days  ag'>,  he  read 
a  notice  in  a  London  paper,  calling  on  creditors  to 
come  in  for  a  divideaa  of  five*  sixths  of  a  penny  in. 
the  pound,  in  a  ease  of  bankruptcy  pending  since 
the  year  1793.  Here  has  been  a  case  where  the 
waste  of  property  has  been  going  on  for  fifty  years 
in  England,  and  aYiotber  case  where  it  has  beea 
going  on  in  this  country  forty^one  or  forty-twa 
years.  He  had  been  himself  twenty-three  years  ia 
the  Senate,  and,  during  that  time,  various  effotts 
were  made  to  revive  the  old  law  ef  1800  in  some 
shape  or  other;  but  never,  till  last  ses!>lon,  in  the 
shape  in  which  the  present  law  passed.  And  how 
conld  this  law  be  expected  to  stand,  when  even  the 
law  of  1800  (which  was  in  reality  a  bankrupt  law> 
could  not  stand;  but  was,  in  the  first  year  of  its 
operation,  condemned  by  the  whole  country.  With, 
regard  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Nortia 
Carolina  [Mr.  Guaham]  to  amend  the  bill,  be^hould 
say  that  it  fairly  brought  up  the  question  properly 
at  issue.  It  brought  up  the  question  of  repeal; 
and,  that  being  decided,  it  next  presented  the 
question  of  how  the  pending  cases  are  to 
be  treated.  One  proposition  is  to  go  on,  in 
relation  to  these  cases,  with  the  bankrupt  law^ 
as  if  not  repealed;  the  other  is,  to  make  these/ 
remaining  cases  subject  to  the  provisions  of  a  con-^j 
stitutional  bankrupt  law.  On  this  issue,  the  queiK 
tion  is  just  as  fairlv  presented,  and  much  better 
presented,  than  it  can  be  by  any  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. The  motion  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  does  all  that  can  be  required.  It  brings 
up  the  main  subject  in  all  its  bearings.  All  that  ia 
necessary,  is  to  fix  a  day  for  its  coosifleration.  If,^ 
however,  the  motion  of  reference  was  persisted  in» 
he  should  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  did  not  know  that  the  merei 
question  of  reference  was  puch  a  vital  one  as  to 
commit  those  who  should  vote  for  ^t.  He  supposed* 
from  present  indications,  that  the  law  would  be  re- 
pealed. But  those  who  intended  to  vote  for  the  re- 
peal, oould  assuredly  vole  for  the  reference^ 
without  being  thereby  committed  against  the 
repeal.  The  question  of  reference  ii?,  simply, 
whether  the  Senate  shall  proceed  in  the  mat-, 
ter  deliberately,  and  upon  full  information;  or 
precipitately,  and  without  any  guide.  It  was,  he 
considered,  all-important  that  the  bill  now  under 
discussion  should  undergo  the  examination  of  the 
appropriate  committee.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri says  the  question  is  fairly  and  fully  presented 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina* 
But  there  are  many  Senators  who  think  the  ques* 
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lion  should  also  embrace  a  modification  of  the  law; 
and  'hc-y,  too,  wish  to  see  that  view  presented  from 
the  proper  soorce.  Let  the  bill,  then,  go  to  ihe 
Oommiiiee  on  the  Jadiciary;  and  if  the  law  is  to  be 
r<>pealed,  here  will  be  time  enough  to  effect  that 
object.  It  seemed,  indeed,  strange  to  him  that 
there  shouid  be  any  objection  to  letting  the  bill  pass 
through  the  Judiciary  Committee;  for  the  Senate 
masi  bave  the  same  control  of  it  after  it  is  reported 
back,  that  it  has  now.  He  hoped  there  wonld  be 
no  objection  to  considering  the  opinioa  of  Ihe  com« 
mlttee. 

Mr.  BBERIBN  said  it  was  traly  suted  by  the 
Senator  from  Missoari,  that  the  bill  he  proposes, 
and  the  amendmtnt  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  present  twoqaestions — theqaesiion 
«>f  repeat,  and  the  qaestion  as  to  the  terms  of  that 
lepeal  Bat,  independently  of  these,  there  was  a 
ihird  question.  A  portion  of  the  Senate  desiird 
10  have  ii  inqnired  of,  by  a  committee,  whether,  m- 
riead  of  an  absolate  r^rpeal  of  the  law,  it  mijght 
nut  btf  so  modified  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  in- 
tcre.ts  of  the  coantry,  and  to  the  prevailing  public 
opinion.  With  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  such 
a  modification  could  be  proposed,  it  was  a&ked  that 
the  billtfnif^ht  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. And  sorely,  in  relation  to  a  matter  of  this  im* 
ponant  naiure»-in  relation  to  the  exerciseof  a  pow- 
er which  could  alone  be  exercised  by  the  General 
Government-^notwithstandiDg  gentlemen  might 
entertain  the  opinion  that  the  bill,  even  when  to 
modified,  wonld  not  be  acceptable  to  them, 
yet  it  was  but  one  of  the  ordinary  conrtcsies  of 
legislation  to  allow  gentlemen  who  may  take  a 
different  view,  an  opportunity  of  presenting  their 
Tiews  for  the  consideration  of  that  body.  He 
(Mr.  Bkrbixn)  denied,  therefore,  that  the  refer- 
ence of  the  bill  to  the  committee  would  at  all  in- 
fluence the  vital  question  of  repeal  or  no  repeal. 
The  only  effect  of  the  reference  wonld  be,  to  give 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  modification  of  the 
law  an  opportnnity  of  presenting  their  views  in  a 
deliberate  form.  He  would  not,  however,  object 
to  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  if  there  was  any  Senator 
present  who  wonld  say  that  the  vote  he  should  give 
for  reference  would  not  commit  him,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
was  willing  to  withdraw  the  call  lor  the  yeas  ana 
nays. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  be  was  disposed  to 
gratify  the  gentleman  by  the  reference,  although  he 
shoo  1 J  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  should  vote  for  the  ref- 
erence, without  feeling  himself  committed  at  all, 
with  respect  to  the  vote  he  should  give  on  the  ques- 
tion of  repeal.  He  intended  to  vote  for  the  repeal 
in  some  form. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would,  then,  withdraw 
his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  de- 
tided  in  the  aflirmative — ayes  17,  noes  19;  and  it 
was  accordingly  so  referred. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Commission- 
er of  Pensions,  containing  a  list  of  applicants  for 
pensions,  or  increase  of  pension,  which  applica- 
ticns  were  rejected  during  the  last  year:  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  covering 
despatches  from  the  Mediterranean,  giving  correct 
information  of  the  state  of  the  relations  of  the 
Uoiied  States  with  Morocco;  which,  on  notion  of 
Mr.  BAYARD,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
beprinted. 

The  PRESIDENT  ftro  tern.  aI;o  staled  Ibat  there 
were  communications  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  an  executive  character,  on  his  desk. 

Thereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  day's  session  therein. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdnesdat,  December  14,  1843. 
Mr.  McKEON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Obamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Hew  York 


for  a  warehousing  system;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

JOINT  COMMITTEEa 

Messrs.  Jamks  laviv,  Eokumd  Bijaax,'and  P. 
Q.  GtooDB,  were  this  morning  announced  as  the 
members,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  dbc 
CIVIL  A  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIOC?S. 

Mr.  PILLMORE»  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  ciril  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  half  of  the  calendar  year  ending  the 
30th  day  of  June,  1843. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  it  be  committed  to 
the  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CUSHING  begged  to  a»k  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  if  the  bill 
contained  an  appropriatirn  for  the  pay  of  members 
of  Congress,  and  the  usual  coniingencier;  so  that 
no  bill  was  to  be  introduced  for  that  purpose,  in 
anticipation  of  the  ordinary  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriations. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied,  that  this  bill  contained 
a  provision  for  the  pay  of  members  of  Congresv, 
and  the  contingencies;  and  that  no  bill  for  that 
purpose  would,  therefore,  be  introduced  in  antici- 
pation of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriatioos. 

Mr.  CUSHING  observed  that  he  was  glad  the 
committee  had  adopted  that  course. 

The  bill  was  then  committed,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  BRIGG^  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  election  of  its  Chaplain;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOWNE  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tiffany 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  HENRY  nominated  the  Rer.  Mr.  Reese  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mulier  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  now  resident  in 
the  city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  PBARCB  nominated '  the  Rer.  Mr.  Suther- 
land of  the  Methodist  (}hurch. 

Mr.  MALLORY  nominated  the  Rev.  Mr.  C'ay- 
ton  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  HUDSON  nominated  the  Rer.  Mr.  Bull- 
finch of  the  Unitarian  Church. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  *aid  he  had  been  requested  by 
several  of  his  friends  to  nominate  the  Rexr.  Mr. 
Mafiitt,  their  late  Chaplain,  whom  he  "and  his 
friends  wonld  rather  hear  than  any  other  man 
[laughter]  that  they  could  get;  and  therefore  they 
wanted  to  vote  for  him. 

Mr.  BARTON  nominated  the  Rer.  John  Collins 
of  the  Methodii^t  Church. 

The  nominations  having  all  been  made,  Messrs. 
BowNB,  HsHRT,  and  Jabies  Coopbu,  were  ap- 
pointed tellers  to  receive  the  votes. 

The  vote  having  been  taken, 

Mr.  BOWNE  announced  that  the  number  of 
votes  taken  was    .  -  •  .    194 

Necessary  to  a  choice   -  •  -      98 

Of  which— 

Mr.  Tiffany  received    •  -  -      78 

Mr.  Mnller       -  -  -      34 

Mr.  Reese         -  -  -  -      29 

Mr.  Maffitt       •  -  .  -      19 

Mr.  Clayton     •  •  -  -      13 

Mr.  Bullfinch   -  -  •  -13 

Mr.  Coll  ns       -  -  -  •        5 

Mr.  Sutherland  -  ...        3 

As  no  candidate  had  received  a  majority  of  the 
votes  given,  there  was  no  choice,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  vote  afrain. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  inqnired  if  it  wonld 
not  be  in  order  to  submit  a  resolution  to  elect  the 
gentleman  having  a  plurality  of  votes. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  BARTON  withdrew  the  name  of  Mr.  Col- 
lins from  nomination. 

A  second  vote  was  then  taken,  the  result  of 
which 


Mr.  BOWNE  announced  to  be- 
Whole  number  of  votes 
Necenary  io  a  choice  • 


198 
100 


Of  which— 
Mr.  Tiffany  received 
Mr.  Reese 
Mr.  Mulier 
Mr.  Mafiitt 
Mr.  Bulfineh 


119 
39 
39 

10 
1 


Mr.  Tiffany  having  receive  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  given,  be  was  declared  duly  elected  to 
the  chaplaincy  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  present  session. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Johm  Ttlbu,  jr.,  his 
secretary,  as  follows: 

To  the  MouM*  of  Btpretntatitn: 

Two  bills  were  presented  to  me,  ai  the  Uet  aeeiioii  of  Con> 
greee,  whtcb  origineted  in  the  Houee  of  Repreeentativee,  iMi- 
therof  which  wea  signed  bf  me;  aodf  both  hannff  lieeA  pre- 
sented within  ten  days  of  the  close  of  the  seaioo,  neitber  has 
become  a  law. 

The  first  of  these  was  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  rspaal  the 
proviso  of  the  sizih  section  of  the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights,'  approved  September  fourth,  one  thotisaml 
eight  haiidred  and  forty-one." 

This  bill  was  presented  Ui  me  on  Tuesday,  the  dOth  Angoit, 
at  twenty-four  minutes  aAer  four  o'clock  in  the  afiemooo. 

For  my  opinions  relative  to  the  provisions  contained  in  this 
bill,  it  is  only  necessary  that  I  should  refer  to  previous  coramu- 
nicatiooft  made  by  me  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  other  bill  was  entitled  '*An  act  regulating  the  taking  of 
testimony  In  cases  of  contested  elections^  and  for  other  par- 
posea." 

This  bill  was  presented  to  me  at  a  quarter  past  one  o'clock; 
on  Wednesday,  the  thirty-first  day  of  August.  The  two  Housss^ 
by  concunent  vote,  had  already  agreM  to  terminate  the  ses- 
sion by  adjournment  at  two  o'clock  00  that  day — that  is  to^say, 
within  three-quartan  of  an  hour  from  the  ume  the  bill  was 
placed  io  my  hands.  It  was  a  bill  containing  twenty-aevea 
sections,  and,  I  need  not  say,  of  an  Important  nature. 

On  its  presenutiiin  to  me,  its  reading  was  immediately  com- 
menced; but  was  interrupted  by  so  many  communlcatioos 
from  the  Senate,  and  so  many  other  causes  operating  at  the 
last  boor  of  the  session,  that  it  was  impossible  to  readthe  bill 
nnderstaadingly^  and  with  proper  deliberation,  liefore  the  hoar 
fixed  for  the  ad)oummentof  tne  two  Houses;  and  this,  I  pr»> 
sume,  is  a  ■ufncfeoi  reason  for  neither  signing  the  bill,  nor  re- 
turning it  with  my  objections. 

The  17lh  joist  rule  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congiasideclaica 
that  "no  billor  resolution  that  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
Repreeentatives  and  the  Senate  shall  tte  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  his  approbation,  on  the  Iaai|day  of 
the  session." 

This  role  was  evidently  designed  to  give  to  the  President  a 
reasonable  opportunity  01  perusing  important  acts  of  Coogresi^ 
and  giving  them  somedef^  of  oonsideration,  before  signing 
or  returning  the  eame. 

It  is  true,  that  the  two  Houses  hare  been  In  the  baMt  of  eus- 
pendinc  ihn  rule,  towards  the  close  of  the  sessioa,  In  relatkn  to 
particular  bills;  and  it  appears  by  ihaprlnted  journal,  that,  by 
concurrent  voles  of  the  two  Bouses,  passed  on  the  Uiit  day  of 
the  session,  the  rule  was  agreed  10  be  suspended,  so  far  as  the 
same  should  relate  to  all  such  bills  as  should  bave  been  passed 
by  die  two  Houses  at  one  o'clock  on  that  day.  It  Is  exceed- 
ingly to  be  regretted  that  a  neceauty  should  ever  exist  for  such 
suspension,  in  the  case  of  bills  of  great  importance,  and  then- 
fore  demanding  careful  consideration. 

As  the  bill  has  failed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  CooatituUoD, 
to  become  a  law,  I  alieiain  from  expressing  any  opinions  upon 
itsseveni  provisions,  keeping  myself  wholly  unoommlttea  as 
to  my  ultimate  action  en  any  aimilar  measure,  should  ths 
House  think  proper  to  originate  it  de  naeo.  except  so  far  as 
my  opinion  of  the  unqualified  power  of  each  House  to  decide 
for  Itself  upon  the  election,  returns^  and  qualifications  of  hs 
own  members,  lias  been  expressed  by  me,  in  a  paper  lodged  in 
the  Department  of  State,  at  the  time  of  signing  an  aa  entitkd 
*'An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representativee  among  the 
several  Statee,  according  to  the  sixth  census,"  approved  June 
the  22d,  1812,"  a  copy  of  which  is  in  posaewon  of  the  House. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Wasbinotok,  Pec.  14, 1842. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Honae  a  com- 
mouication  from  the  Department  of  State,  contain- 
log  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  collectors  of 
thr  cQsioms,  made  in  porsaance  of  the  proTisions 
01  ihv*  act  for  the  protection  of  American  seamen: 
rercrrcd  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  or* 
defpd  to  be  printed. 

A'«o,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart* 
mea^  iransmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
mi(:sioner  of  Pensions,  of  the  amount  of  pcnaioas 
paid  f(  r  the  past  year. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, enclosing  a  communication  from  Commo* 
dore  Morgan,  relative  to  the  adjustment  of  our 
differences  with  Moroocc:  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
TEMPERANCE. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  up  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  some  days  ^ioce,  ro  amend  the  19tb  joint 
rule,  by  striking  oat  the  word  "spirituous,'*  and  in* 
serting  the  woi^  "intoxicaiiuf;.'* 

[The  effect  of  this  amendment  would  be  to  pro* 
hibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  Capi* 
lol.] 

Mr.  WELLER  a»ked  if  the  resolatioa  was  iq 
order. 


^ 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 
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The  SPBAKER  replifd  io  ibe  negative. 

Mr.  WBLlJSa  then  objected  to  its  eonsiden- 
tion;  apon  which 

Mr.  BRIQG3  moved  a  saspeosion  of  the  rales; 
mud  Ibe  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  for  by 
Mr.  CALHOUN,  they  were  ordered,  and  resulted 
•—yeas  135,  nays  53— as  follows: 

YEAS— Blewra.  Adanu^  L.  W.  Andrews,  S.  J.  Andrews, 
Avcxigc,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Beenon,  Bidlack,  Birdaeye, 
BUr,  fimrdinan,  ^rden,  Bowne,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Bf  own,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Wm.  Builer, 
C^houn,  Caruthero,  Gary,  Caaey,  Chapman,  Chittenden,  John 
C  Clark,  Clifford,  Blark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cashing, 
Richard  D.  Davis.  Debeivyi  Doig,  John  Edwards,  FeMendeo, 
Fillmore,  John  O.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gamble,  Gates,  Gerry,  Old 
d|ne«,  Gilmer,  Patrick.  6.  GoodcL  Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry, 
Howck,  Houston,  Howard,  Hndson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
James  Irrin,  Wm.  W.  Irwin.  James,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Keim, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert 
BCcClellao,  McKay,  McKennan,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Samson  Mason.  Mathiot,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Maynard,  Meri- 
wether, Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrf s,  Ntfwhard,  Osborne, 
Payne,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Ramsey,  Benjamin,  Randall,  Read, 
Keding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rheti,  RIdgway,  Riggs,  Rodney, 
Roosevelt,  WllUam  Riiawll,  James  M.  Russell,  SalwnsUtl,  Han- 
fnrdi  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Stokely,  Straiton, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tilling' 
bast,  Tolaod,  Triplert,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Warren,  Washington,  Westbrook,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
WinthropiWise,  Wood,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  John 
Young— I26. 

Nays— Mems.  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Black,  Burke, 
'William  O.  Buacr,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
CUntMi,  Coles,  James  Cooper,  Gowen,  Cross,  .GarreU  Davis, 
Dawson,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  A.  Law 
ranee  Fostw,  Gonin,  Wm.  O.  Goods,  Gordon,  Hays,  Holmes, 
Hunter,  Charles  J.  logemll.  Jack,  Andrew  Kennedy,  McKeon, 


llalloiy,^ller,  Morrow,  Owsley,  Patridge,  Pearce,  Ravner, 
Kogars,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly.  Steenrod,  Taliaferro, 
Tomey,  Van  Bnren,  Ward,  Wattersoa,  Weller,  Jos.  L.  White, 
ajid  Joseph  L.  WilliaiD»>62. 

80  the  rales  were  suspended;  and,  the  resolution 
being  before  the  House, 

Mr.  AYCRIGQ  offered  the   following  as   an 

amendment: 

BsmOtftdi  Thai  the  natanrateun  be  forthwith  removed  from 
the  Oaptbol. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested  that  this 
woald  remove  the  nun,  and  not  the  placei. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  opposi- 
tion; and  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Brigos,  as  thus 
amended,  passed  by  acclamstion. 

WAREHOUSINa  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  McKBON  ftsked  lesve  to  have  refrrred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  a  bill  in  relation  to 
the  warehousini^  system- 
Mr.  McKENNAN  objected. 

Mr.  McEEON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
but  the  House  refused  to  suspend 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  what  was  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker  in  regard  to  the  offering  of  peti* 
tions. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  rale  was  with- 
oQt  limit.  It  was  in  the  po^er  of  members  to  in« 
troduoe  petitions  at  any  time. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  perfectly  content 
with  the  deeision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BRONSON  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion, calling  upon  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  for 
information  as  to  the  amooot  of  fees  paid  the  sev< 
eral  clerks  of  the  Federal  courts  in  cases  of  admi- 
ralty and  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  BOWNE  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution;  and  ii  was  not  c  »nsideied. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  READ  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolutions;  which  were  read  for  information: 

Whereas  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  *<An  act  to  provide  reve- 
nue from  impons,  and  to  change  and  modify  exMting  lews  im< 
poflng  dudes  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,*'  passed  dOih 
Aogu^  1842,  liaving  been  passed  in  the  hurry  and  confusion  of 
the  Isst  day  of  a  session,  and  therefore  greatly  defective,  not 
only  in  its  details,  but  in  some  of  its  principles,  imposing  pro- 
hibitory duties  on  a  great  variety  of  articles,  therebpr  so  far  de* 
l«sating  itself,  boUi  m  regard  10  revenue  and  protectiun^thela^ 
ler,  by  sdmtnistering  a  powerful  stimulant  to  the  smuggling 
trade;  therefore, 

Beaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways;  and  Means  be  in- 
■tmcted  to  lapoit  a  bill,  a upplementar/  to  the  said  act  of  the 
aOih  Ainuat  test,  baaed  upon  the  following  principles,  viz: 

1.  To  produce  an  adequate  revenue  for  the  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  and  no  more— say  from  twenty 
10  twenty-three  millions.  ......      ,  .     ,  . 

9.  Articles  classed  as  **neeessaTiee  of  life,"  and  entering  Into 
gbBfini  cnnsompUoD,  of  a  description  not  grown  or  produced 
im  the  United Statea,  to  be  admicced  free  of  duty. 

3.  Anicleo  imported,  coming  in  competition  with  thoec  grown 
or  produced  in  ine  United  Stales,  to  be  taxed  so  as  to  give  am- 
ple protection  to  eur  farmers,  planters,  manufadurcrs,  and 
me<aanica.  . 

4.  The  measure  of  sucli  protection  to  be.  In  all  cases,  so  much 
duty  as  will  make  the  cost  of  the  foreign  article  inour  markets 
equal  to  tha  coat  of  production  in  the  United  States,  and  no 
mora. 


6.  If  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  impose  higher  duties/or 
revenue  than  are  required  by  the  said  measure  of  protecuon, 
in  such  case  luxuries  to  pay  a  higher  duty  than  neeeeeariee, 

6.  No  drawback  to  be  allowea  on  foreign  sugars  refined  in 
the  United  States,  nor  on  spirits  dbtilled  from  foreign  mo< 
laases. 

7.  No  drawback  to  be  allowed  in  any  case,  unless  the  goods 
shall  he  specially  intended  forexportatJon,  and  actually  exported 
within  ninety  days  from  the  time  of  importation. 

8.  The  piincipio  of  cash  duties  to  be  preeerved,  except  in  the 
cass  of  goods  imported  and  entered/or  exportation,  wliich  may 
be  warehoused. 

0.  All  duilee  to  be  levied  on  the  true  value  of  the  goods  In  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  States;  such  value  to  be  ascertain- 
ed by  aboard  of  commissioners,  (to  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose,) in  all  cases  where  the  importer  shall  appeal  from  the  val- 
uation or  appraisement  of  the  collector  of  the  port. 

TRADE  WITH  AUSTRIA  AND  PRUSSIA. 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  offered  a  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  after  being  motlified  accordinir  to  the 
sof^gestions  of  Messrs.  WISE,  McKEON,  and 
ADAMS,  in  the  following  form: 

Reeelvedt  That  (he  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House, as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  the  com- 
mnnications  to  and  from  our  ministers  at  Berlin  and  Vienna, 
subsequent  to  the  last  communication  sent  to  this  House  on  the 
subject  of  the  trade  and  commerce  between  those  respective 
couotrJee  and  the  United  States. 

NAVAL  DEPOT  AT  MEMPHIS. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  adopted,  (after  an  amend- 
ment by  Mr.  Wise,  substituting  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  for  the  Committee  on  Commeret.) 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflBUrs  be  instmct- 
sd  to  inauire  into  the  expedieucv  of  establishing  a  naval  depot 
and  dock-yard,  at  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  the  select 
committee  of  last  session  on  the  subject  of  inter*' 
national  copy-right,  (which  failed  to  report  for 
want  of  time,)  was  ordered  to  be  revived. 

BXTRA  PAY. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution  granting  to  the  officers,  elerfcs,  folders, 
pages,  Ac  of  the  House,  the  same  extra  pay  which 
was  allowed  to  the  same  in  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BLACK  objected,  and  the  resolution  was 
not  received. 

Messrs.  J.  C.  CLARK  and  OIDDINOS  sev- 
erally attempted  to  in'rodoce  re^oludons  of  in- 
quiry; but  were  defeated  by  the  intervention  of  ob« 
jections. 

CONTESTED  ELECIION. 

Mr.  MORQAN  called  for  the  question  on  the 
motion  pending  at  ihe  adjournment  yesterday,  to 
refer  certain  addition/il  testimony,  in  the  case  of 
the  contested  election  of  the  Delegate  from.Florida, 
[Mr.  Lbvt.]  to  the  Committee  on  Elections;  and, 
the  question  being  stated  by  the  Speaker, 

Mr.  BARTON  prrsented  still  further  testimony 
on  behalf  of  ihe  si' ting  member;  and  he  moved 
that  it  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be  on 
the  motion  to  refer, 

Mr.  MORGAN  entered  into  a  statement  of  facts 
in  connexion  with  the  taking  of  this  testimony,  and 
urgfd  the  propriety  of  referring  the  whole  subject 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
charac'.er  of  the  testimony  no«  presentrd  to  the 
House  to  be  Fuch  as  10  render  it  necessary  to  refer 
the  whole  subject  back.  It  was  important  that  the 
question  should  be  set' led.  The  siting  member 
bad  invoked  a  decition;  but,  if  the  case  were  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  on  Eiec'lon^,  with 
this  addiiiooal  correspondenctf,  for  rr -examination, 
they  mixhi  not  expect  a  report  until  the  close  of  the 
present  short  session,  ^vhen  it  would  be  impossible 
to  have  a  full  attendance  of  the  Houie  for  a  decis- 
ion of  a  question  like  tha^  There  could  be  no  ob- 
jection to  tbeprintmg  of  this  additional  tej^iimony; 
and  then  they  would  have  it  before  the  House, 
which  would  be  as  competent  to  determine  the 
case  as  any  committee  could  be. 

Mr.  BARTON,  Mr.  HALSTED,  Mr.  TUR- 
NEY,  and  Mr.  MORQAN,  entered  into  statements 
relative  to  the  adqiisyibility  of  ceitain  lestimony, 
and  discussed  the  necrsvity  of  the  proposed  refer- 
ence. 

Mr.  LEVY  begged  to  be  allowed  to  say  a  word 
or  two  in  explanation  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  acted,  and  of  the  course  which  he  had 


deemed  it  his  duty  to  take.    Such  action  as  ihe 
House  might  determine  to  take  on  this  subject, 
would  be  in  accordance  with  its  own  views  of  ju^ 
lice  and  propriety;  and  he  had  no  suggest  on  to 
make  in  regard  it,  and  no  de»ire  to  inflne nee  its 
action.    He  had,  from  the  first,  deemed  it  to  be  his 
duty,  l>ecau8e  most  consistent  with  propriety,  to  le* 
frain  from  expressing  any  opinion^  either  in  reirard 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  or  of  the 
House.    He  was  himself  satisfied  that  he  had  ihft 
right  to  represent  the  people  of  Florida  00  this 
floor,  and  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales.    The  people  of  Florida  themselves  wrre 
perfectly  satisfied  as  to  thete  particulars.      He 
would,  however,  make  a  brief  explanation  of  facts, 
in  order  to  give  the  House  a  mere  perfect  under- 
standing of  the  subject.     After  the  election,  under 
which  be  was  returned  as  the  delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Ftorida,  a  few  individuals,  impelled 
by  personal  motives,  who  had  opposed  his  election^ 
and  who  had  the  benefit  of  thfir  opposition  at  the 
polls,  made  a  remonstrance  to  the  House,  in  which, 
they  denied  his  rirht  to  represent  the  Territory  in 
Congress.    There  was  no  conteiHtiniE  candidate  ap- 
pearing here  to  canvass  his-right  to  his  seat;  but 
these  men,  who  came  as  remonstrants,  came  sIko 
as  witnesses.    They  were  not  only  witne8sei!>,*but 
some  of  them  went  to  the  extent  of  seven  deposit 
tions  each,  who  were  not  in  Florida  at  the  time 
the  transactioca  took  place  about  which  they  un-- 
dertock  to   testify.    Now  he  would   Fay  to  the 
House,  that,  having  regarded  this  matter  as  an  in* 
quiry  instituted  by  itself,  for  its  own  satisfaction^ 
whether  the  delegation  from  Florida  had    been 
properly  filled  by  the  people  of  that  Territory — 
taking  it  as  a  question  between  this  House  and  the 
people  of  Florida,  he  had  not  deemed  it  consistent 
with  self-respect,  and  •  with  the  respect  he  owed 
both  to  the  House  and  the  people  of  Florida,  to  sajr 
anything  to  infinenee  its  action.     When  the  ques- 
tion  came  up  before  the  House,  on  the  repoit  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  be  should  then  ask  to 
be  heard.    Whether  the  House  would  refer  this 
matter  back  again  to  the  committee,  or  proceed 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  last  ses-^ 
sion,  were  questious  in  rei^ard  to  which  he  bad  not 
a  word  to  say.    As  the  chairman  off  the  commit* 
tee,  however,  bad  gone  inte  a  statement  of  facts^ 
which  might  have  some  effect  on  the  minds  of 
members  of  the  House,  he  begged  h  ave  to  make 
a  plain  and  simple  statement  in  reply  to  it     S»  far 
a«  notice  was  concerned,  he  contended  that  ample 
and  sufficient  notice,  and  of  the  best  kind,  was 
given  of  the  depositions  taken  by  him.    That  no* 
lice  was  given  in  the  public  papers  of  Florida,  from 
one  end  of  the  Territory  to  Ihe  other.    He  did  not 
choose  to  recognise  one  of  these. remonstrants  more 
than  another,  in  giving  notice;  and  there  b?'ip>g 
some  hundred  of  them,  had  he  given  a  notice  to 
c  ne,  the  other  ninety-nine  might  have  bad  cause  of 
complaint. 

Mr.  HALSTED  inquired  of  the  efnteman 
wheiher  he  was  not  informed  last  srssion  that  the 
attorneys  of  the  remonstrants  would  receive  the 
notices 

Mr.  LEVY  replied  that  Mr.  Peter  Sch^nk  Smi'h 
informed  him  that  Mr.  Richard  S.  Coxe  of  this 
place,  or  General  Hernandez,  or  him^elf,  would 
receive  noilrts;  but  he  shnuld  lihe  to  know  >»hac 
right  one  of  the  remonstrants  had  to  appoint  attor- 
neys to  act  for  all  "f  them.  With  respect  to  the 
deposition  of  his  father,  (MojefcO  I^vy,)  made 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  be  was  rrady  to  make 
an  explanation  to  the  Hou!<f ;  though  it  #a«  pain- 
fol  to  him  to  approach  this  part  o^  the  subject. 
Oa  receiving  notice  that  this  deposition  was  to  be 
taken,  be  went  on  to  New  York,  and  ecdeavored 
to  obiaio  an  interview  with  his  father,  without  ef- 
fect Having  been  denied  thi%  interview,  he  could 
not  attend  the  taking  of  the  testimony,  but  ap- 
pointed a  friend  to  act  in  his  place,  directing  him 
not  to  subject  his  parent  to  a  cro>s  examination. 
He  afterwards,  having  Leen  the  depcsiiinn,  drew 
up  and  submitted  certain  in tei rogatories,  nfce»sary 
to  elicit  some  important  facts.  God  knew  that  his 
only  object  ihronghout  had  been  to  elicit  iruih,  and 
to  lay  before  the  House  all  the  facts  of  ihe  caw. 
If  there  were  any  little  technicalities  of  which 
gentlemen  who  were  pressing  this  matter  wi>hcd 
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to  avail  themselves,  he  was  willing  that  they 
s^oaid  have  the  benefit  of  them.  All  he  wanted 
-was.  that  aU  the  (rmh  shoold  be  bronght  out. 
The  main  ground  of  this  case  was  his  Tight  of  citi- 
zenship; and  to  establish  this,  he  depended  upon 
the  pnblic  reoords  ot  the  cpnntry.  All  o'her  tes- 
timony he  looked  upon  as  of  very  little  importance. 
That  record  was '  in  the  State  Depariment,  traas- 
mitted  and  deposited  there  in  pursuance  of  law. 
ll  had  been  acquiesced  in,  from  that  time  to  this; 
and  if  (he  House  was  now  prepared  to  go  behind 
this  record,  and  inquire  into  the  facts  upon  which 
it  was  made,  then  he  would  say  that  there  was 
^ery- little  regard  to  be  paid  to  pablic  faith.  After 
a  few  more  remarks,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  the  only  evi- 
dence on  which  the  House  was  now  askedio  recom- 
mit this  matter  to  the  Committee  of  Blections,  was  a 
conespondence  between  Messrs.  Peter  Schenk 
Smith,  and  Moses  C.  Levy,  his  principal  witness, 
inwhich  they  dispute  about  what  the  former  heard 
the  latter  say  to  him.  On  such  testimony  as  tbi», 
the  House  was  asked  to  send  this  matter  back  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  go  over  all  tboir 
investigations  again. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
cf  Mr.  HiLtTED  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CUSHINQ,  the  select  com- 
mittee raised  on  the  petition  of  Washington  Irving 
and  others,  on  the  subject^of  an  international  copy- 
right law,  was  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  BARTON  offered  a  resolution  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  military  super- 
intendencies  at  the  national  armories,  and  of  substi- 
tuting civil  snperintendencies  in  their  stead;  also 
to  inquire  into  the  abuses  alleged  to  exist  in  these 
establishments. 

Objected  to  by  several,  and  the  resolution  was 
not  received. 

The  House  then  adjourneit.  ' 

IN  SENATE. 

Tbubsdat,  DBCxuBBa  15,  1842. 

Mr.  CiLHouir  appeared  in  his  scat  to-day. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  adopt  the  warehouse  system  as  a 
part  of  the  revenue  system.  Mr.  B.  saO  that,  as 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  represented  a  large 
body  of  the  merchants,  he  would  ask  that  the  me- 
morial be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee to  which  similar  memorials  had  been  refer- 
red: agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  Y. 
Leblanc,  praying  compensation  for  services  therein 
mentioned;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  and  papers  of  Benjamin  Crawford, 
asking  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  having  bis  boarding  settlement  broken 
up  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  army,  be 
t^en  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Afliairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  reported  back,  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Choctaw  Indians;  and 

The  bill  in  relation  to  a  donation  of  land  to  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Also,  reported  baek,  with  amendments,  which 
were  read,  the  bill  authorizing  the  relinquishment 
of  the  sixteenth  sections  granted  for  the  use  of 
schools,  and  the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu 
thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Fillebrown  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONRAD,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  memorial  and  papers  of  R€o€  Vienne  be 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  Yates  county,  New 
yprk,  praying  Congress  for  the  instant  repeal  of 


the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  C^m- 
mlttee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Steamboat  Company  of  Nantucket; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  / 

Mr.  RIYES  presented  a  memorial  from  Mrs. 
Frances  M.  Lewis  and  Mary  Neal,  widows  of  late 
officers  in  the  navy  of  the  Uoited  States,  who  were 
lost  on  board  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
"Epervier,**  praj  ing  a  restoration  of  the  pension 
which  they  heretofore  received  under  the  navy 
pension  law,  and  which  has* been  withheld  from 
them  in  consequence  of  the  repeal  of  such  law:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CONRAD  submitted  the  following  refolu- 

tion;  which  lies  one  day  under  the  rule,  vi^: 

Resolvedj  That  llie  8ecretar>'  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  whether  any.  and  what,  amount 
of  money  had  been  refunded  to  claimants  in  virtue  of  tha  act 
entitled  "An  act  In  relation  to  lands  hdid  in  the  Oreensburf, 
late  8L  Helena  district,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  authoris- 
ing the  resurvey  of  certain  lands  in  said  district,"  approved 
August  29, 1842;  whether,  in  any  cases,  the  claimants  have  re> 
celved  reimbursement  of  the  price  paid  by  them  for  lands  in 
complying,  or  oflTerlng  to  comply,  with  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  and  such  reimbursement  nas  been  refused,  and  the  reasons 
for  such  refusal;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  proceedinga  have 
taken  place  under  said  act. 

THE  aUlNTUPLE  TREATY. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  foltowicg  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day,  under  the  rule,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  l>e  requested  to  Inform  the 
Senate  whether  the  quintuple  treaty,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade,  has  been  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the 
Hnited  States  io  any  form  whatever)  And  if  so,  by  whom? 
for  what  purposel  and  what  answer  may  have  been  returned  to 
such  communjcationl  Also,  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all 
the  information  which  may  have  been  received  by  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States,  going  to  show  that  the  ^'course 
which  this  Government  might  take  In  relation  to  said  treaty 
has  excited  QO  small  degree  of  attention  and  discussion  io  Eu- 
rope.*' Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  bow  far  the  "warm  animad* 
versions,"  and  the  "great  political  excitement,"  which  this 
treaty  has  oaased  in  Europe,  have  any  application  or  reference 
to  these  United  States.  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  what  danger 
there  was  of  having  the  "laws  and  the  obligations"  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  tne  slave-trade,  "exe- 
cuted by  others,"  if  we  did  not  "remove  their  pretext  and  mo- 
tive for  violating  our  flag,  and  executing  our  laws,"  by  enter- 
ine  into  the  stipulations  for  the  African  squadron,  and  the  re* 
monstrating  embassies,  which  are  contained  in  the  eighth  and 
ninth  articles  of  the  late  British  treaty. 

Messrs.  STURGEON  and  LINN  gave  notice 
that  they  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce certain  bills. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  gave  notice  that  he  would 
ask  leave,  on  tomorrow^  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  the  several  laws  granting  pre-emption  rights 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  McR.  remarked  that  there  were  some  sug« 
gestions  in  the  President's  message  in  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  disposing  of  the  mineral  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.  He  moved  that  so  much 
of  the  message  as  related  to  ihat  subject  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  *  Public  Lands: 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  return  to  the  General  Land 
OfRce  all  the  original  papers  on  file  in  his  ofhce,  which  ac- 
companied the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
10th  of  January,  1838,  and  contained  m  Senate  Decument  97, 
of  the  2d  session  of  the  2Sth  Congress. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  per- 
fecting titles  10  land  south  of  the  Arkansas  river, 
held  under  the  treaty  of  New  Madrid,  and  pre- 
emption rights  under  the  act  of  1814;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  that,  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next:  agreed 
to. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  ihe  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursdat,  December  15,  1843. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  piesented  the  petition  of 
Mary  Page  for  a  revolutionary  pension;  of  Mary 
J.  Babbit  for  a  naval  pension;  of  John  C.  Clark 
for  increase  of  pay  of  cig[>taina*s  clerks  in  the  navy; 
all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
Tbe  following  Executive  communications  were 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  Monday  last,  to  which  we  were  only  able  then 
to  allade  in  general  terms: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  30th  of  August  Jast,  transmitting  a  statement  of 
the  private  establishments  at  which  fire-arms  are 
manufactured  for  the  Gk)vemment»  where  situated, 
the  number  annually  fabricated,  at  what  prices, 
dkc;  which  letter  and  statements  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  25ih  May 
last,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  number  of  the 
officer^  of  the  army,  with  the  rates  of  pay  and  al- 
lowance, &c.:  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  11th  August, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  number  of  resigna- 
tions in  the  army  since  the  1st  of  January,  1834, 
with  the  causes  of  the  same,  so  far  as  known;  and 
how  many  of  the  said  officers  who  resigned  were 
educated  at  West  Point,  with  any  further  informa- 
tion upon  the  same  subject;  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer in  part  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the5)8th 
of  February  last,  requiring  a  report  of  all  cases  of 
extra  compensation  heretofore  allowed  to  officers 
of  the  army  for  services  similar  to  those  rendered 
by  General  Scott,  for  which  he  is  raid  to  have  re- 
ceived extra  allowance;  together  with  the  names  of 
such  officers,  the  time  when  received,  the  amount 
paid  to  each,  &c.,  and  stating  his  inability  to  de* 
termine  when  the  answer  will  be  completed:  laid 
on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  trans- 
mitting, in  obedience  to  the  joint  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  29ih  of  May,  1830,  a  report  from 
the  Commif^sioner  of  Pensions  of  ihe  names  of  per- 
sons who  have  applied  for  relief  under  the  navy 
pension  laws,  and  whose  claims  have  been  re- 
jected, and  the  reasons  for  such  rejection:  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting, agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  of  March^  1809,  an  abstract 
of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  naval  establish- 
ment from  the  1st  of  October,  1841,  to  the  30th  of 
September,  1842,  inclusive:  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates, 
transmitting  copies  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
with  the  Uoited  Spates  for  the  third  and  fourth 
quarters  of  1841,  and  the  first  and  second  quar- 
ters of  1842,  as  adjusted  by  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  department:  laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, transmitting  bis  report  of  the  expend- 
iture of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House  of 
Representativeft  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts. 

A  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, transmitting  copies  of  all  contracts  made  in 
his  office  from  the  1st  of  December,  1841,  to  the 
present  time,  with  the  names  of  the  applicants  for 
ssid  contracts,  and  the  amount  of  their  respective 
bids:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Orounds. 

FEES  IN  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  BRONSON  offered ^e  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  to  obtain,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicafile, 
a  statement  of  fees  taxed  hj  the  several  clerlca  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  in  admiralty  and  bank« 
rapt  cases:  showing  the  amount  of  fees  taxed  by  said  sevacal 
clerks,  with  lh6  items  constituting  said  amount  in  acaaainad* 
miralty;  and,  also,  in  a  case  in  bentrruptcy,  either  to  the  bank* 
rupt,  or  a  creditor,  when  there  is  no  adverse  appearance;  and 
showing  the  whole  amount  of  fees  that  have  been  actually  paid 
to  each  clerk  on  petitions,  and  other  proceediogs  under  the 
bankrupt  act,  to  this  date;  and,  also,  the  amount  received  by 
said  clerks  for  filing  papers,  dt^.;  and  for  blank  forms  and  cop* 
ies,  }n  cases  of  bankruptcy  under  said  act,  and  up  to  this  date. 

Mr.  BOWNE  said  he  would  not  object  to  this 
resolution,  if  it  was  not  to  impede  the  speedy  ac* 
tion  of  the  House  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law;  but  he  wished  to  know  if  it  was  to  have 
such  an  effect.  * 
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Mr.  BR0N80N  replied  in  ilw  negaiive. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  Inquired  if  it  was  not 
reqaisittt  that  this  resointion  sboold  He  over  for  one 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  was  nnderstood  to  reply  that  it 
nast  lie  over,  if  objeeted  to, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  objected,  and  the 
resolntion  was  laid  over. 

CIVIL  AND    DIPLOMATIC    APPROPRIA- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  was  of  considerable  im- 
portanee  that  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriap 
tion  bill,  which  he  reported  yesterday  from  the 
GommiUee  of  Ways  and  Means,  shonid  be  acted 
upon  immediately;  and  therefore  he  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whotey  for  the  purpose  of  takiog  np  that  bill. 

The  motioa  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Baioos  was 
called  to  the  chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
bill  No.  61ft,  being  "A  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment fbr  the  half  calendar  year  ending  the  30th 
dayof  June,  1843." 

ne  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  bill  through  all 
its  sections.  It  was  then  taken  up  by  sections, 
and  the  committee  proceeded,  without  objection, 
through  ail  the  sections  to  the  following  item  in 
the  Treasury  Department: 

Tor  oxtn  clerk  hlre»  «750.» 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  to  strike  out  this  item. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  be  said,  there 
were  several  investigations  instituted  into  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  various  departments  at  the  seat 
of  Government;  and  he  knew  not  what  effect  those 
investigations  j^odnced  on  the  min4s  of  other  gen- 
tlemen, but  he  would  say,  for  himself,  that  they 
left  on  his  mind  no  doubt  that  there  were  too  many 
clerks — too  many  regular  clerks  employed  in  those 
TUrioos  departments.  He  would  not  say  there  were 
toe  many  in  all  the  offices  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment; but,  speaking  in  the  aggregate,  be  was  sat* 
lafied  there  were  too  many  employed  in  the  vari- 
ous departments,  and  that  the  public  service  de- 
manded tliat  there  should  be  a  reduction  rath- 
er than  an  increase  in  that  quarter.  He 
'was  therefore  surprised  to  see  a  permanent  item 
for  extra  clerk-hire  introduced  into  this  bill  by  the 
CommiUee  of  Ways  and  Means.  They  had 
hitherto  been  told,  when  efforts  were  made  to  re- 
dace  the  expenditures  of  the  departments,  that,  in 
conseqaence  of  the  calls  for  information  by  Con- 
gress, the  regular  clerks  were  not  adequate  to 
keep  pace  with  the  public  business.  Now,  if  there 
were  any  necessity  for  the  employment  of  extra 
clerks,  he  wished  to  know  it.  He  would  not  eon- 
same  the  time  of  the  committee  wiih  aigum?nts, 
which  most  necessarily  be  hut  a  repetition  of 
the  arguments  adduced  at  the  last  cession,  not 
only  in  the  shape  of  speeches,  bat  also  of  reports 
from  iovestifratiog  committees;  but  he  would  ask 
iPbether  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  intended 
to  authorize,  as  a  permaneoi  system,  the  employ- 
ment of  600  or  700  permanent  clerks  io  the  va- 
rious departments,  and  then  loahe  an  annual  ap- 
propriatioD  for  extra  clerk-hire?  He  knew,  from 
his  own  personal  examination,  that.  In  the  various 
offices  in  the  departrnpn^s,  there  were  more  clerks 
than  could  now  be  profitably  employed.  He  knew 
there  Were  some  who  were  not  employed  more 
than  one-fourth  of  their  time.  There  vaF,  ibcn,  a 
superabundance  of  labor;  and  (he  was  understood 
to  say)  it  had  been  sug|:esied  that  the  cxecaiive  de- 
partments  should  be  authorized  by  law  to  transfer 
labor  from  one  office,  where  there  should  be  found 
to  be  a  superabundance,  to  offices  where  there 
should  be  found  to  be  a  deficiency;  and  thus  the 
exura  clerk-hire  might  be  dispensed  with.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  evil,  he  further  observed,  was  not  sei 
forth  in  this  item;  for  it  would  be  perceived  that 
this  bill  made  only  a  temporary  appropriation— it 
was  but  an  appropriation  for  half  the  calendar 
year;  and  therefore  another  appropriation  would 
be  necessary,  as  it  was  evident  it  was  contem- 
plated; and  therefore,  satisfied  as  he  was  that  they 
might  produce  a  slight  temporary  inconvenience  by 
withholding  this  appropriation,  he  believed  a  great 
ccmnnerbalanciDg  g^KKl  would  ensQe  if  the  com*  I 


mittee  ajsreed  with  him,  and  should  strike  out  this 
and  similar  iiem». 

There  was  another  class  of  appropriations  which 
he  had  hoped  had  received  their  qnietos  at  ihe  last 
session— he  alluded  to  that  class  called  '*  miscella- 
neous." He  must  be  piermitted  to  express  the 
opinion,  that,  whatever  party  conflicts  there  might 
be  in  the  country,  and  whatever  party  might  be  in 
power,  this  would  never  be  an  honest  Government 
nntjl  it  was  a  cheap  one;  nor  would  it  ever  be 
satisfactory  to  the  people,  until  their  Representa- 
tives caused  accounts  to  be  publn^ed  showing 
how  the  revenue  was  raised,  and  what  were  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  appropriated.  There 
were  striking  defects  in  the  system,  which  should  be 
corrected  by  the  publication  from  time  to  time  of 
statements  and  accounts  of  all  the  receipts  and  all 
the  expenditures  of  the  Gk>vernment.  There  were 
many  items  of  a  million  of  dollars  in  the  sccounts; 
and  he  would  a^'k  what  information  did  they  de- 
rive from  such  an  iiem?  None  whatever;  and 
therefore  they  wanted  the  items,  dollar  for  dollar, 
specifically  stated.  A  reformation  in  the  Auditors* 
and  Comptrollers*  offices  was  requisite,  by  whieh 
they  should  be  furni^^hed  with  specific  information, 
instead' of  being,  as  at  present,  compelled  to  go 
through  the  vouchers  when  filed  away.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  ascertain  distinctly.  Item  by  item,  how 
the  money  of  the  Government  was  expended.  He 
desired  also  to  avoid  these  miscellaneous  expend!* 
tures,  which  the  people  did  not  understand;  bu^ 
particularly  at  this  time  he  hoped  the  committee 
would  see  the  propriety  of  suspending  this  appro- 
priation for  extra  clerk- hire. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  confessed  that  he  was  a  little 
surprised  at  so  long  a  speech  on  so  small  an  item. 
He  was  as  ready,  however,  to  discuss  this  question 
now,  as  he  would  be  atany  future  time;  and  he  would 
make  such  an  explanation  as  he  trusted  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  gentleman.  The  gentleman 
said  that  be  made  the  motion  to  strike  out  this  ap- 
propriation for  extra  clerk-hire  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose ef  testing  the  question  whether,  in  any  case, 
an  appropriation  should  be  made  for  that  object  in 
any  ofjhe  departments.  Now,  this  subject  un- 
derwent a  good  deal  of  discussion  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; and  he  had  hoped  that  it  was  then  definitively 
settled  by  the  act  then  passed.  If  the  gentleman 
would  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  lawa  of  the 
last  session,  he  would  find  that  these  appropriations, 
being  liable  to  abuse  iu  consequence  of  their  gen- 
eral character,  were  stricken  out  of  the  general  ap- 
propriaMon  bill,  and  embodied  in  a  bill  framed  to 
provide  for  thrm  all,  and  specifying  each  particu- 
lar object.  The  committee,  in  reporting  this  bill, 
did  not  stop  there,  bui  inserted  a  section,  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  abuses,  but  for 
avoiding  these  annual  discussions  of  small  mat- 
ters, li  was,  however,  necessary  that  these  appro- 
priations should  be  made.  You  must  (.«aid  Mr. 
F.)  either  employ  a  force  of  permanent  cttrks  suf- 
ficiently large,  not  only  to  carry  on  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  departments,  but  to  meet  all  tbeex- 
t  aoidinary  call^  that  may  be  made  on  them,  by 
Congress  (U"  otherwise;  or  yon  must  employ  a  force 
sufficient  to  carry  on  all  the  ordinary  busineFs,  and 
allow  the  departments  to  employ  extra  clerks  for 
extraordinary  business.  The  latter  mode  was  un- 
qoesi  ion  ably  the  more  economical. 

Mr.  F.  here  banded  up  to  tbe  Chair  the  law 
passed  at  the  last  session,  and  directed  the  Clerk  to 
read  the  10th  and  11th  sections;  which  was  done. 
These  sections  provide  that  no  extra  clejks  shall  be 
employed  in  any  of  the  executive  departments,  ex- 
cept daring  the  ves^ion  of  Congress,  to  enable  them 
to  meet  the  calls  of  Congress;  and  tiien  only  when 
the  heads  of  departments  shall  believe  that  the  em- 
ployment of  such  extra  clerks  is  indi<:pen$ably  ne- 
cessary for  the  public  service. 

Mr.  GILMER  was  aware  of  the  law  to  which 
the  gentleman  alluded,  and  he  believed  the  law 
was  a  very  good  one.  But  here  was  no  evidence 
showing  tba<  ihe  employment  of  extra  clerks  was 
necessary;  and  the  making  the  appropriation  in  ad- 
vance, wa;  encouraging  the  departments  to  omploy 
extra  clerks,  whether  necessary  or  not.  He  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  New  York  if  he  had  any 
information  showin|;  the  necessity  of  employing 
extra  clerks. 


'  Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  the  business  which 
would  reqdire  tbe  employ hient  of  extra  clerks 
could  not  be  foreseen;  that  depending  almost  altc* 
gether  on  the  calls  that  might  be  made  b^  Congress, 
and  therefore  the  departments  could  not  say  how 
much  would  be  necessary. 

Mr.  GILMBE  said,  then  this  appropriation 
was  to  provide  in  advance  fir  the  payment  of  ser-' 
vices  that  might  or  might  not  be  necessary;  and  h« 
was  therefore  opposed  to  it.  The  state  of  the 
treasury  admonished  them  to  avoid'useless  expense; 
and  if  it  should  be  ascertained,  before  th^^ose  of 
the  session,  that  the  public  service  required  the  ein- 
ployment  of  extra  clerks,  it  would  be  then  time 
enough  to  mske  the  appropriatidn. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  inquired  of  his  col- 
league  how  the  service  was  to  be  paid  for,  ifno^ 
appropriation  was  made,  should  the  heads  of  de- 
partments find  the  employment  of  extra  clerks  iii- 
dispensably  necessary  fbr  the  public  service. 

Mr.  GILMER  said  that  the  very  law  re^d  by 
the  chairman  required  that  no  extra  clerks  should 
be  employed  in  any  of  the  departments,  unless  the 
heads  of  departments  found  that  iheir  employment 
was  indispensably  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
Now,  there  was  nothing  here  to  show  that  the  em> 
ployment  of  extra  clerks  was  necessary. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  there  wa<«  tbe  power  given 
to  the  heads  of  departments;  but  where  was  the  ap- 
propriation to  pay  for  the  service  rendered!  Wer6 
heads  of  departments  to  employ  clerks  when  thty 
found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  do  so,  in  order 
to  answer  the  calls  that  may  be  made  by  Congress* 
and  then  trust  to  the  contingency  of  ot>taining  an 
appropriation  to  pay  tbemi 

Mr.  BLACK  said  that  he  would  vete  for  the  ap» 
propriation  with  pleasure,  if  there  was  any  report 
from  the  departments  showing  that  it  would  be  ne» 
cessary.  He  understood  this  appropriation  was 
proposed  for  labor  to  be  done  hereafter.  But  upeh 
idiat  data,  on  what  information,  and  for  what  ne- 
cessity Was  this  appropriation  to  be  made)  When* 
ever  tbe  departments  should  have  complied  wlOk 
the  act  of  last  sessi-^n,  he  should  be  willing  to  vote 
the  money. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  he  had  a  few  re- 
marks to  make  on  the  subject  before  the  commit* 
tee.  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  appropriation  was 
proper,  and  should  be  made.  It  was  for  clerks 
not  in  regular  employment,  and  who  might  not 
and  would  not  be  employed  unless  there  was  ser- 
vice for  them  to  perform.  It  was  true  that  no  du- 
ties now  existed  to  be  performed;  yet  such  might 
arise.  Suppose  Congress  should  make  calls  for 
information,  to  be  prepared  during  the  recess;  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  employ  extra 
clerks.  How  were  they  to  be  paid  without  an  sp- 
propriationi 

Mr.  BLACK  had  no  doubt  of  the  general  cor- 
rectness c  f  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  eaiiTH;)  but  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  law  of  C.»Dgre«s,  making  it  the  duty  ef 
the  departments  to  report  the  necessity  of  emp'oy* 
iOK  ihc?e  extra  clerks,  had  hreU  complied  wiihl 

Mr.  FILLMORE  remarked  that  the  law  merely 
required  a  report  of  psst  expendi  ttre^;  it  had  noth- 
ing to  Ao  with  future  on<  s  Next  year,  the  r»  port 
\»ould  come  in,  stating  how  the  money  now  pro- 
p:  sed  to  he  uppropriated  bad  been  expended. ' 

Mr.  SMITH  cf  Virginia  resumed,  and  read  a 
portion  of  the  law  of  last  s«^sion,  specifyioir  when 
extra  clerks  shall  be  employed,  and  what  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  departments  in  relation  thereto.  It 
would  be  perceived  that  the  difficulty  c f  the  gen- 
ileman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Black]  was  obviated 
by  the  fact,  that  a  report  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  monr.y  had  been  spent  would,  accoiding  to  the 
law,  have  to  be  made  at  the  next  seir^n  of  Con- 
grcts.  Again:  he  knew  of  a  case  where li  call  was 
made  for  information  two  years  slnee,  and  not  com- 
plied with,  owing  to  the  inadrqoacy  of  labor  in  the 
depanment.  Would  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Black]  have  the  deiks  in  employment  with- 
out  pay?  Such  would  be  the  cast,  unless  this  ap- 
propriation were  passed. 

In  making  these  remarks,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
avow  his  belief  that  there  were  many  inefficient 
clfrks  in  the  departments,  and  much  room  for  re- 
form.   It  waS  often  the  case  that   clerks  whg 
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should  be  attendiDg  to  their  dotiw,  were  walking  od 
the  avenue  daiiog  cffiee-boars.  This,  however, 
was  no  reason  why  temporary  clerks  woald  not 
have  to  be  employed.  The  object  of  the  appropri- 
ation was,  U>  place  fonds  at  the  disposal  ef  the  de- 
]Mirtments,  in  case  extra  hire  should  be  needed.  It 
*was  necessary,  he  thought,  that  the  heads  of  de- 
partments should  be  trusted  with  the  contingent 
expenditure  of  this  money;  and  (here  was  nd  reason 
to  believe  that  those  officers  would  employ  any  extra 
clerks,  unless  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
public  business. 

Blr.  gUBHINQ  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  to 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  who  stated  that  the  commiitee 
kad  reduced  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  depart- 
ment in  a  very  great  degree. 

Mr.  BLACK  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Smith,]  when 

Mr.  GUSHING  claimed  the  floor,  and  remark- 
ed that  he  bopedi  by  a  brief  explanation,  to  explain 
the  obscurity  which  existed  in  the  minds  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  House 
regarding  this  matter.  He  believed  it  was  under- 
stood by  the  House,  that,  until  the  last  session, 
there  were  a  number  of  clerks  employed  in  ibe 
departments  without  authority  of  law.  It  was 
then  deemed  important  that  there  should  be  a  stand- 
ing law  on  the  subject;  and  accordingly  a  bill  was 
reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
J.  R.  Inobbsoll,]  subsequently  passed,  specifying 
the  number  of  clerks  to  be  employed,  and  giving  a 
legal  existence  to  many  who  had  been  before  but 
temporary.  It  then  became  necessary  to  make 
provision  for  extra  clerk^bire,  and  the  regulations 
were  established.  The  JbrU  was,  that  extra  clerks 
should  only  be  employed  under  previous  regula- 
tions; and  the  leeond,  that  there  should  be  a  sub- 
sequent responsibility  for  their  hire,  and  for  the 
expenditure  so  incurred.  Thus,  whether  there  be 
4100  or  $100,000  appropriated  to  this  object,  not 
one  dollar  could  be  spent  unless  to  prepare  infor- 
mation ^eqttired  by  a  call  from  Congress.  Should 
Congress  call  for  information,  and  should  there  be 
no  appropriation,  the  Secretjiries  should  say  at 
once  that  there  was  no  money,  and  the  informa- 
tion could  not  be  had. 

The.  question  now  involved  was,  whether  the 
House  were  willing  to  intrust  this  contingent  ap  • 
propriation  to  the  heads  of  bureaus  for  one  partic- 
ular purpose,  and  for  that  only.  He  averred  that, 
without  a  eertaia  degree  of  discretion  being  al- 
io wed.  to  those  ofl&cers,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
carry  on  the  Government 

Mr.  QILMBR  said,  he  might  be  mistaken  in 
his  views;  but,  lutil  he  was  convinced  to  the  con- 
trary, he  must  persist  in  the  course  he  had  taken. 
From  a  careAil  investigation  which  he  bad  made 
in  the  departments,  on  a  committee  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
were  more  permanent  clerks  than  were  necessary 
to  the  public  service.  Acting,  then,  upon  this 
ground,  how  could  be  vote  for  extra  clerks?  When 
the  committee  had  reported  that,  out  of  eighty 
clerks  in  the  Land  Office,  at  least  twenty  could  be 
dispensed  with,  and  one-third  in  the  Indian  De- 
partment, bow  wouldvhe  be  justified  in  voting  for 
more? 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  remarked,  that  the  de- 
dsion  of  this  matter  depended  much  upo)ii  the  fads 
of  the  case.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Qilmbr]  was  convinced  that  no  more  clerks  wer« 
required,  whilst  the  departments  thought  other- 
wise. He  (Mr.  T.)  had  every  confidence  in  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  yet  he 
preferred  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  departments, 
and  should  aat  upon  that  io  giving  his  vote  for  the 
appropriation  asked  for. 

Mr.  BLACK  reiterated  his  objections  to  the 
item  of  appropriation.  Were  it  for  past  services 
^for  labor  already  performed—be  should  have  no 
objection  to  vote  the  money;  but  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  vote  an  appropriation  for  services  that 
might  or  might  not  be  rendered  liereafter.  In  the 
present  condMon  of  the  treasury,  he  thought  that 
it  was  incumbent  on  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  to  persist  in  the  utmost  economy  of  appro- 
priation and  expenditure  of  the  public  funds.    To 


make  appropriations  in  case!^  like  the  pr*&eni,  he 
was  well  convinced,  weald  be  buiio  invite  expendi- 
tures. 

Mr.  WISE  addressed  the  committee  at  large  m 
favor  of  the  item,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Giuuaa.]  He  contended  that 
it  was  the  true  policy  of  tbe  Government  to  em- 
ploy temporary  clerks  at  particular  seasons,  in- 
stead of  a  greater  number  of  permanent  clerks  all 
the  year;  and  he  illustrated  his  position  by  refer- 
ence to  the  situation  of  the  farmer,  with  whom  it 
was  almost  invariably  a  rule  to  hire  a  small  force 
during  the  year,  and  many  extra  hands,  at  advanced 
prices,  during  harvest.  Tbe  sessions  of  Congress 
were  the  harvest -times  in  tbe  departments,  when 
more  laborers  were  required. 

Mr.  J.  W.  JONES  agreed  with  his  colleague  in 
the  propriety  of  retrenching  the  expenditures  of 
tbe  Government,  where  it  eould  be  done  without 
injury  to  tbe  public  service;  but  be  doubted  whether 
his  colleague  would  accorpplish  his  object,  if  he 
succeeded  in  strikiog  out  the  appropriation  for  ex- 
tra clerk-hire;  on  the  contrary,  it  mi^bt  be  true 
economy  to  make  the  appropriation  which  was 
there  asked  on  the  part  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.    The  question  was  by  no  means  new 
to  the  House,  or  to  the  commiitee;  for  it  was  a  sub- 
ject which  had  very  frequently  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  committees,  not  only  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  but  of  sessions  which  had  gone  by.    He 
remembered  ve.ry  well,  several  years  ago,  when  it 
^as  sought  to  introduce  some  such  items  into  an 
appropriation  bill,  with  reference  to  other  parts  of 
the  Government,  his  attention  was   particularly 
drawn  to  the  subject,  and  he  then  examined  it  with 
great  care.    It  was  brought  to  his  attention,  and 
that  of  the  comtnittee,  by  an  appropriation  asked 
for  on  behalf  of  the  General  Land  Office;  and  the 
comnnttee  was  at  first  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  sub- 
ject which 'was  exceedingly  liable  to  abuse;  and 
the  Commissioner  was   called   upon   to   furnish 
the  resisona  which  induced  him  to  ask  for  that 
appropriation;  and   he  (Mr.  Jones)   remember- 
ed well  that  it   was  the  idost   judicious   appli- 
cation of  money  that  could  be  made — particu- 
larly in  that  branch  of  the  public  service.    And 
the  reasons  which  applied  there,  would  also  apply 
here.    Why,  in  some  of  the  land  offices,  one  or 
two  clerks  were  aU  that  were  required  to  discharge 
their  duties;  but,  when  the  land  sales  came  on,  the 
duties  increased  ten,  twenty,  yea,  perhaps  a  huD- 
dred-fold,  and  for,  perhaps,  one,  two,  or    three 
weelra.     Every  gentleman  would  see,  then,  the 
propriety    and  the  economy    of    calling  in    an 
additional    force       for     one,     two,     or     even 
four    weeks,    to    discharge    the     extra    duties, 
without  interfering  with  the  permanent  service  of 
the  establishment.    During  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress, it  was  well  known  to  every  one  who  had 
witnessed  the  repeated  calls  on  the  various  depart- 
ments for  information,  that  the  regular  force  was 
inadequate  for  such  exigeacies;  and  it  was  true 
economy  to  call  in  extra  aid. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS,  Mr.  WISE,  and  Mr.  BID- 
LACK  entered  Into  explanations  respecting  the 
intention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  some 
time  since  to  dispense  with  a  portion  of  the  clerks 
in  his  department. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  observed  that  he  would  detain 
the  commiitee  but  a  moment,  merely  for  the  purpose 
of' referring  to  a  document  to  show  that  his  recol- 
lections in  regard  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  G^  Davis]  were 
correct.  From  this  document,  it  would  be  seen 
that,  so  far  from  its  being  true,  as  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman, that  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  con- 
templated a  reduction  of  the  force  of  the  Land  Of- 
fice, the  contrary  was  tbe  fact.  In  decument  No. 
90,  of  the  last  session,  it  would  be  found  that  a 
resolution  was  passed  on  the  13th  of  August  last, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  to  report  to  the  Hoose 
whether  there  could  be  any  reduction  made  in  the 
force  of  his  department.  With  a  view  to  answer 
this  call,  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  call- 
ed on  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice for  information  on  that  point  in  regard  to  his 
office.  The  Commissioner  made  a  report  in  an- 
swer, which  he  would  not  detain  the  House  by 
reading;  but  it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say  that 


the  Commissioner  stated,  in  subaiance,  that  he  had 
been  too  short  a  time  in  office  to  determine  with 
certainty  whether  any  part  of  his  clerical  force 
could  be  reduced  consistently  with  a  doe  regard  for 
the  public  service;  but  be  gave  his  opinion  that 
there  was  certain  business  that  ought  to  be  done, 
and,  if  that  were  done,  there  could  be  no  reduction. 
Upon  this  report  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so 
far  from  contemplating  a  reduction  in  the  General 
Laud  Office,  said  that  he  concurred  with  the  Com- 
missioner in  the  views  there  given  by  him.  Mr. 
B.  said  that  he  referred  to  this  document  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  his  recollections  of  the 
circumstances  were  correct. 

The  queiition  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  GiLMsa'ft 
motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation,  and  reject- 
ed without  a  division. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  with  the  reading  of 
the  bill,  until  he  came  to  the  appropriations  for 
contingent  expenses  of  the  bureau  of  medicine  and 
surgery  of  the  Navy  Department;  when, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  appropria- 
tion was  reduced  (rom  $450  to  |250. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MALLORY,  the  appropria- 
tion for  contingent  expenses  of  the  bureau  of  pro- 
visions and  clothing  was  also  reduced  from  |450 

to  {^5C. 

When  the  appropriation  for  the  Post  Office  De- 
par*  ment  was  reached, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  offered  an  amendment, 
appropriating  (7,000  for  continuing  certain  clerks 
in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  said  department; 
but,  on  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Fillmorb,  with- 
drew tbe  amendment. 

After  proceeding  witb  a  few  more  items  of  the 
bill,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the-  Treasury  Departiffent,  containing 
tbe  estimates  of  the  expenditures  for  the  civil  ana 
diplomatic  departments  of  the  Government  for 
the  half  year  ending  the  30ih  of  June,  1843;  which. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  with  two  thousand  extra  copies. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  finances;  which  was 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  with  ten  thousand  extra  copies. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury,  enclosing  the  annual  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  ten  thou- 
sand extra  copies. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Third  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury  Department;  which  was  laid  oa 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
-  The  House  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Fridat,  December  16, 1843. 

Mr.  SHAW  referred  the  following  petitions  to 
the  appropriate  committees,  under  the  rule  of  the 
House: 

Tbe  petition  of  widow  Olive  Thompsoa,  and 
Margaret  Gould,  both  bf  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  pray- 
ing for  an  alteration  in  the  pension  law  passed  Au- 
gust 33, 1843;  and 

The  petition  of  William  Russell,  of  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  praying  for  a  fishing  bounty. 

Mr.  BEESON  presented  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Bogher,  Thomas  Baird,  and  twenty-five  othen, 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HUBARD  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions; which  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees, under  the  recent  rule  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives: 

Petition  of  William  Anglia  for  a  pension; 

Petition  of  Thomas  Harvey  for  a  pension; 

Petition  of  Major  Tarlton  Woodson  for  com- 
mutation  pay; 

Petition  of  Major  John  Brent's  heirs  for  sevea 
years'  half- pay; 

Petition  of  Major  Joseph  Michaux'b  heirs  for 
commutattoa  pay;  and  the 

Petition  of  Daniel  Guerrant  for  a  pension. 

Mr.  WM.  0.  BUTLER  presemted  the  petitioa 
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of  Sooiheilaod  Mayfield,  praying  that  his  pension 
may  be  extended  to  the  time  he  received  bis  woan<^ 
referred  to  the  Oomnaittee  on  Pensions. 

CAPITOL  HILL  INSTITDTE. 

Mr.  BOWNE  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

JZttoived,  That  the  uso  of  thta  hall  b«  granted  to  the  Capitol 
Hill  Inrtitate  on  Baturdaj  evening  next,  at  7  o'clock,  tor  the 
deUveryof  AleaonbeforatbeaaBodatioa  br  the  Hon.  Lbvi 

WOOOBTmT. 

PEES  IN  BANKRUPTCY. 

Mr.  BRONSDN  called  op  his  resoltttton,  which 
ke  sabmitted  yesterday,  in  the  following  words: 

JReaolved^  That  the  Sacrttaiy  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  it,  required  to  obtain,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable, 
a  statement  of  feea  taxed  by  the  serera]  clerks  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  united  States,  In  admiralty  and  bank- 
mpc  cases^  showing  the  amount  of  fees  taxed  by.sald  seTeral 
decks,  with  the  items  constltuiing  said  amount  in  a  case  in 
admiralty;  and,  also,  in  a  case  in  bankruptcy,  either  to  the 
bankrupt,  or  a  creditor,  when  there  is  no  adverse  appearance; 
and  showing  the  whole  amount  of  fees  that  have  been  actually 
paid  to  each  clerk  on  petitions,  and  other  proceedings  under 
the  bankrupt  act,  to  this  date;  and,  also,  the  amount  received 
by  said  clerks  for  filing  papers,  Ac,  and  for  blank  forms 
and  copies,  in  cases  of  bankrupicy  under  said  act,  and  up  to  this 
date. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOERSOLL  inquired  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  had  examined  a  set  of  resolations 
{MLssed  at  the  last  session,  to  ascertain  whether 
they,  did  not  cover  the  whole  ground? 

Mr.  BRONSON  replied  that  the  resolation  allu- 
ded to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  did 
not  comprehend,  the  information  which  he  sought 
to  obtain. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

LATE   COLLECTOR   OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr.  TOLAND  submitted  the  following  reaolu- 
tioB: 

Meadvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
folbrm  this  House  whether  any  charges  have  at  any  time  been 

Cefarred  to  the  department  against  Jonathan  Roberts,  latft  ed- 
itor of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  his  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  said  office;  and,  if  any  have  been,  that  he  be  de- 
rected  to  fumisb  copies  of  the  same.  Also^  that  he  transmit  to 
thlsHoBse  copies  of  any  order,  Instruction,  or  request,  address- 
ed  to  the  said  Jonathan  Roberta,  to  remove  or  appoint  any  sub- 
ordinate officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  AlsO) 
a  copy  ofihe  order  or  letter  dismissiof  him  from  the  office  of 
coMectorofsaid  port:  and  copies  of  all  letters  and  papers  in  pos* 
seirion  of  the  department  relating  to  the  subjects  embraced  by 
UiHTesotntioa. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
iQtion. 

Mr,  TOLAND  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  iia  reeeption* 

The  SPRAKER  being  unable  to  decide  en  the 
wote,  (beinv  'taken  viva  voce,) 

Mr.  BOTTS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WidB  said  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia bad  better  make  his  call  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  was  the  officer  who  had 
the  power  of  removal  in  such  cases,  and  as  the  pa- 
pers might  be  with  him,  and  not  with  the  Secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  TOLaND  was  understood  to  reply  that 
he  only  called  for  such  matters  as  were  in  ihe 
control  of  the  department,  and  such  as  this  He  use 
had  Ihe  right  lo  call  for. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  the 
result  was,  yeas  96,  nays  81;  which  being  less  than 
a  majority  of  two-thirds,  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

IRREGULARITY  OF  THE  MAILS. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  submitted  the  following 
resolation,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

RB9oioedy  That  the  Postmaster  Genefal  inform  this  House 
what,  if  anY,  arrangements  have  been  made  by  that  department 
to  secure  the  more  regular  transportation  of  the  mailbetween 
Waahingtoa  City  and  Augosia,  Georgia;  how  manT  failares  of 
the  mail  between  these  places  have  been  reported  to  that  de* 

Krtment  between  die  1st  day  of  July  last  and  the  let  day  of 
loember,  instant;  what  caniractors  have  been  fined,  and  now 
oAeo,  and  to  what  amount,  during  the  same  period. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIA- 

TfON  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
No.  615,  being  a  bill  makifig  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government 
for  the  half  calendar  ye9r  ending  the  30th  day  of 
Jone»  1843. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to»  and  Mr.  Baioas 
took  the  diair. 

Tht  committee  then  proceeded  with  the  bill,  and 


•MMrfh^. 


passed  through  various  items  until  it  came  to  ihe 
appropriation  for  defraying  the^ various  ezperses 
of  the  Supreme,  Ctrctsiit^  and  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  j^»38»000;  when 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGfiRSOLL  moved  to  rednce  the 
appropriation  |50,000.  The  committee  would 
recollect,  he  said,  that  w^en  this  subject  was  under 
consideration  last  session,  he  made  the  same  mo- 
tion that  he  how  did — ^that  is,  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the 
year.  The  subject  was  fully  discussed,  and  the 
proposition  was  adopted— first  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  afterwards  in  the  House,  by  a  majority 
of  twenty-five  on  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays.  Jbe 
object  was  to  reduce  what  was  considered  to  be  a 
great  and  unnecessary  expense  in  this  department  of 
the  Government;  and  this  obje&t  having  been  ac- 
complished, an  attempt  was  made  in  the  Senate  to  re- 
store the  sum  that  had  been  stricken  out  in  the  House. 
That  attempt  was  negatived  by  a  decisive  vote; 
but,  at  the  last  expiring  moment  of  the  session,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  the  Sen- 
ate sutseeeded  in  getting  the  (100,000  put  back  in 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  Wyandot 
Indians.  In  this  way,  the  appropriation  was  got 
'  through  the  Senate,  and  ultimately  through  the 
House.  Mr.  I.  said  that  it  was  due  to  teonomy, 
and  due  to  the  etpril  du  corps  of  the  House,  (which 
was  the  purse-bearer  of  the  nation,)  that,  when  it 
thought  fit  to  reduce  the  appropriation,  the  Senate 
should  not  be  permitted  to  smuggle  it  back  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  adiflitted  that  the  expenditure 
which  the  gentieman  wished  to  redu^  was  extrav- 
agantly high,  and  that  some  abuses  existeid  in  this 
department  of  the  dibvemment  which  ought  to  be 
corrected.  But  Mr.  F.  said  that  the  withholding 
the  appropriations  would  not  remedy  the  evils  com- 
plained of.  Tlie  officers  of  the  Judiciary  had  es- 
tablished fees;  and,  if  they  were  not  j^id  this  year, 
they  must  be  the  next.  Mr.  F.  intimated  that 
some  farther  legislation  would  be  necessary  to 
correct  the  abuses  complained  of;-' and  ihat  the 
committee  proposed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pnr* 
pose  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL  hardly  knew  what  to  say 
to  this.  He  bad  no  doubt  that  all  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  said  was  per- 
fectly sinOere;  and  that  the  assurance  he  gave  the 
House  to  have  further  action  on  the  subject  before 
the  close  of  the  session  would  be  verified. 

The  Chairman  acknowledged  that  there  was  some 
thing  extremely  wrong,  and,  be  (Mr.  J)  most  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  something  that  could  only  be  rem- 
edied in  the  way  he  proposed.  If  he  understood 
the  matter*  these 'very  large  charges  occurred  in 
this  way:  The  officers  of  the  courts,  witnesses, 
jurors,  d>c,  and  all  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
admini6tration  of  justice,  received  a  certain  per 
diem  compensation, 'and  the  courts  sat  so  many 
dajrs  in  the  year  more  than  was  necessary,  that 
their  expenses  were  greatly  increased.  He  took  it, 
therefore,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  House,  by 
reducing  the  fund  placed  at  the  disposition  of  this 
department,  to  be  distributed  among  the  officers  of 
the  different  courts,  to  keep  their  expenses  within 
reasonable  boiinds. 

After  a  further  explanation  from  Mr.  FIL- 
MORE, 

Mr.  INGBRSOLL  withdrew  his  motion,  reserv- 
ing to  himself  the  power  of  renewing  it  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  called  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the  omission  of 
an  appropriation  for  the  marshal  of  Georgis, 
while  there  was  an  appropriation  for  the  marshals 
of  ail  the  other  States.  Deeming  this  to  be  an  ac- 
cidental omission  of  the  department,  he  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  one  hundred  dollars 
for  the  marshal  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  also  called  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  to  a  similar  omission  of  an  appro- 
priation  for  the  marshal  of  the  southern  district 
of  New  York;  but  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  these  omissions  were  passed 
over  till  the  bill  could  be  read  through. 

HASSLER'S  COAST  SURVEY. 
Mr.  AYCRIGKal  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation for  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United 


States,  including  compensation  of  superintendent 
and  assistants,  j|50,000. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  it  would  be  recollbct^ 
ihat,  at  the  laa  session  of  Congress,  the  Hotise  ap- 
pointed a  select  committee  to  examine  this  subject. 
The  committee  were  engsged  in  their  investigations 
several  months,  their  duties  were  very  arduous, 
and  a  large  mass  of  information  was  obtained.  In 
conseqtience,  however,  of  the  absence  of  certain  in<« 
formation  deemed  material  by  the  committee,  a&d 
from  other  causes,  they  were  unable  to  report  dur- 
ing the  session.  The  result  of  their  exauiinatioh, 
however,  was,  that,  although  they  were  satisfied  of 
the  importance  of  this  work,  a  msjority  of  them 
came  to  fbe  conclusion  that  the  individual  placed 
at  the  bead  of  it  was  both  physically  and  mentally 
incapable  of  carrying  it  on.  They,  therefore^  canie 
to  the  determination,  when  they  should  niake  a  re- 
port, to  bring  in  a  bill  to  correct  the  abuses  which 
they  believed  to  exist.  While,  however,  he  said 
this  much,  he  would  also  day  that  he  was  opposed 
to  stiikiog  out  the  appropriation,  for  the  ^ork 
most'still  go  on.  « 

Mr.  AVCRIGd  asked  if  ttie  appropriaiioii  of 
the  last  year  was  exhausted. 

Mr.  MALLORY  would  ahswisr  the  gentlemaii 
as  far  as  he  could,  by  saying  that  the  sdperihtend- 
ent  was  still  in  the  field,  and  had  not  been  to  Wash- 
ington; therefore,  it  was  impossible  to  state  how 
much  of  the  appropriation  was  on  hand.  He  re- 
pealed, that  he  could  see  no  propriety  in  withhoid<« 
ing;  the  appropriation,  for  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  correct  the  abuses  that  might  be  found 
to  exist.  '  • 

Mr.  WISE  aske(i  if  he  understood  his  colleague 
correctly,  in  saying  that  a  majority  of  the  com^ 
mittee  came  to  the  conclo&ioh  that  the  superin- 
tendent was  physically  and  menially  incapable  of 
carrying  on  the  work. 

Mr.  MALLORY  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WISE  would  ask  his  colleague  if  there  waa 
any  vote  in  the  committee  on  this  head. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  that  when  the  majority  of 
the  committee  came  to  that  conclusion,  and  de- 
termined to  make  a  report  to  that  effect,  his  col- 
lesgue  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  HoLMBs]  were  not  present. 

Mr.  WISE  expressed  hi^  astonishment  at  what 
bis  colleague  stated,  and  declared  that  it  was  th6 
first  time  he  had  ever  heard  it  said  that  Mr.Hass- 
ler  was  mentally  and  physically  incapable. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  it  was  not  his  fault  if  his 
colleague  W4S  not  present, 

Mr.  WISE  rose  in  vindication  of  the  6xpe<U« 
ency  of  the  appropriation.  If  it  even  was  a  fact 
that  three  of  the  committee  were  prepared  to  re- 
port that  Mr.  Hassler  was  both  mentally  and  physi- 
cally incompetent  to  carry  on  this  snrvey  in  a 
proper  manner,  it  was  the  >first  he  had  ever  heard 
of  it.  He  asserted  that  a  majority  of  the  com* 
mittee  never  had  come  to  any  anch  determination. 
They  would  not  dare  to  put  it  in  an  official  form 
that  they  believed  the  celebrated  mathematician 
Hassler  mentally  incompetent  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  this  survey.  True  it  might  be,  that,  in  ma- 
king disbursements — in  the  mere  mechanical  oper- 
ations— Mr.  Hassler  might  be  an  unfit  person;  but, 
in  the  manipulation  of  instruments,  there  was  no 
one  who  could  compare  with  him.  The  testimony 
of  Europe  was  recorded  in  his  favor  as  a  man  of 
science.  Indeed,  he  (Mr.  W.)  ventured  to  assert 
that  testimony  could  be  adduced  to  show,  and  con- 
clusively prove,  that  this  survey  had  been  better 
and  more  cheaply  conducted  than  any  other  work 
in  the  world. 

Here  Mr.  MALLORY  interrupted  Mr.  W.,  and 
denied  the  positions  which  the  latter  gentleman 
had  assumed.  He  referred  to  a  map  engraved 
from  a  chart  of  Mr.  Hassler,  by  order  of  the 
House,  and  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Atcrigo]  to  state  how  that  chart  had 
been  executed. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  ilesire  him  to  state  what  he 
knows.  [Here  Mr.  Atcrtgo  left  the  hall,  and 
went  to  the  library  to  get  the  chart  and  map  re- 
ferred to.]  In  the  absence  of  the  gentieman,  he 
would  sute  the  facts,  as  he  had  them  from  Capt. 
Gedney,  whose  statements  were  in  every  respect  to 
be  relied  on.    The  map  was  lithographed  here  in 
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WashiogioD,  and  Mr.  Hassler  had  DOthing  to  do 
wiib  it.  The  ffcale  of  ibe  map  was  laid  down  io- 
correctly  by  ibe  person  who  copied  from  Has.«ler*s 
chart.  He  (Mr.  W.)  bad  inquired  of  Capt.  Oed- 
ney  whether  the  original  chart  was  correct,  and 
was  answered  ihat  it  was.  Thus  gentlemen  would 
see  that  a  typographical  error  was  charged  upon 
Mr.  Hassler  as  a  grievous  fault. 

Here  Mr.  AYGRIGG  rose,  and  exhibited  sev- 
eral charts  and  maps  obtained  from  the  library, 
and  was  onderstocd  to  say  that  the  scale  of  the 
maps  was  falsified,  and  to  charge  general  incor- 
rectness apon  them. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  Captain  Gedoey 
had  not  informed  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
that  the  error  in  the  maps  was.  not  Mr.  Hafsler*s, 
but  occurred  in  copying  and  lithographing. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  answered  in  tbe  negative,  and 
stated  that  he  held  the  original  chart  in  his  hand. 

Mr.  WISE.  Is  it  the  originall 

Mr.  AYCRIGG.    Ye5. 

Mr.  WISE.    It  must  be  a  copy. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  reiterated  his  statement. 

Mr.  WISE  re&umed.  He  thought  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  by  its  Representative,  was  the  last 
Bection  in  the  Union  that  had  any  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  survey.  It  had  so  happened  that  the 
survey  was  nearly  complete  along  the  Delaware. 
The  whole  coast  of  New  Jersey  wat  complete. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  here  rose,  and  was  understood 
to  contest  the  srieniific  accuracy  of  Mr.  Hassler*s 
survey,  and  the  system  on  which  it  had  been  con- 
ducted. 

Mr.  WISE  replied,  and  remarked,  that  if  the 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  come  to  matters  of 
science — to  introduce  technicalities  into  the  de- 
bate— he  (Mr.  W.)  mu.'^t  stand  off.  He  did  not 
presume  to  think  himself  mathematician  enough  to 
overlook  the  celebrated  Hassler.  He  knew  not 
if  Mr.  H.  bad  verified  his  work;  but  he  knew  that 
the  next  base  to  be  taken  would  be  upon  the  Ches- 
apeake; and  then  the  work  would  be  verified  from 
Long  Island  to  Cape  Charles.  He  had  been  told 
by  all  tbe  young  officers  that  the  survey  of  New 
Jersey  was  so  accurate,  that  the  lines  of  many 
hundred  miles  met  within  a  few  feet. 

He  was  unqualifiedly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
chart  of  the  survey  was  itself  worth  more  than  the 
amount  of  one  year*4  appropriation. 

Mr.  MALLORY  here  rose  and  inquired  whether 
the  chart  of  the  new  channel  or  entrance  to  the 
port  of  New  York  bad  ever  been  published;  and 
why  not? 

Mr.  WISE  remarked,  lhat  Mr.  Hassler  was 
jealous  of  his  reputation,  and  had,  therefere,  with- 
held the  chart  until  he  could  determine  its  positive 
verification.  It  was  withheld  until  the  matter  cduid 
be  made  complete;  and  this  was  made  a  subject  of 
complaint  by  many  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  survey.  Acting  upon  this  com- 
plaint, the  select  committee  had  determined  that 
the  chart  should  be  published.  In  six  weeks  it 
would  be  out  and  before  the  public. 

There  was  another  class  of  enemies  to  this  ap 
propriation  for  Hassler's  survey.  Th^^re  were  a 
certain  number  of  gentlemen^headed  by  a  clique 
in  the  navy — who  had  made  the  discovery  that 
surveying  by  chronometiic  astronomy  was  to  be 
revived.  Such  a  survey,  he  pronounced,  would 
not  be  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  was  lithograph- 
ed. Such  a  survey  would  not  meet  the  object  de- 
sired by  the  country;  and  would,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  run  a  vessel  upon  the  shoals. 

The  next  class  of  enemies  to  this  appropriation, 
were  those  who  thought  that  Mr.  Hassler  held  a 
lueratice  office— j^,000  per  annum  being  allowed 
him  as  a  salary,  and  j|3,000  more  to  pay  his  expenses. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  was  of  tbe<opinion  that  the  expenses 
of  Mr.  H.  could  not  be  less  than  $4,000.  There 
were  others,  too,  who  wanted  Mr.  Hassler 's  office, 
and  they  also  were  opposed  to  this  appropriation. 

He  would  state  a  circumstance  which  had 
happened  in  New  Jersey,  and  which,  for 
aught  he  knew,  might  have  had  some  in- 
fluence upon  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from 
that  State  [Mr.  AvcRiaa.]  Mr.  Hassler  had,  in 
the  course  of  his  survey,  settled  down  upon 
a  portion  of  tbe  territory  of  that  State,  deeming 
hfmself  entitled  to  encamp  where  he  might,  as  an 


officer  of  Uucle  Sahi,  and  noi  knowing  anything 
about  the  laws  of  property  in  this  country.  In 
this  state  of  the  case,  he  was  notified  that  he  must 
pay  r«nt,  or  remove;  and,  upon  his  refusal,  process 
was  issued  against  him  by  some  pettifogging  law- 
yer in  New  Jert>ey,  and  he  was  actually  sent  to 
prison,  where  he  remained  two  days,  iocarcerated 
among  felons,  because  be  could  not  be  made  to 
understand  that  he  had  to  pay  rent.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
undertook  to  say  that  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Mallo* 
av,]  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Atgrigg,] 
and  the  gentleman  from  MassachusettF,  [Mr. 
CusHiNG,]  whose  reputation  for  scientific  attain- 
ments was  greater  than  either  of  the  other  two, 
might  sit  down  at  the  feet  of  Hassler,  and  be  taught 
by  that  philosopher. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  interposed  and  said,  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  look  in  the  library,  he  would  find  a 
pamphlet  contaioing  400  errors  which  had  been 
committed  in  a  work  of  only  SOO  pages  by  Mr. 
Hassler.  These  were  errors,  by  his  own  acknowi* 
edgment.  ^         * 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  could  not  wish  a 
better  proof  of  the  accuracy  of  the  man.  [Laughter.] 
The  acknfwledgment  showed  that  he  was  candid, 
and  could  be  relied  on.  [Laughter  ]  Other  men 
would  have  produced  works  with  one  thousand 
and  one  errors,  and  not  acknowledged  one  of  them. 
[Laughter.]  Did  the  gentleman  suppose  that 
Isaac  Newioa  never  committed  an  error?  If  he 
did,  he  was  much  mistaken.  The  whole  businesa 
of  science  was  to  correct  error.  Let  the  gemle- 
man  go  to  Parisi  and  he  Would  there  find  the  Na<> 
tional  Institute  daily  engaged  in  correcting  errors. 
He  had  already  mentioned  three  classes  of  ene- 
mies to  the  survey.  Tbe  fourth  was  composed  of 
those  who,|now  ihat  the  survey  bad  progressed  as 
far  as  the  peninsula  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  (which  was  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  navigation  in  the  United  States)  were 
anxious  ihat  the  survey  should  be  carried  back  to 
Long  Island,  and  whence  proceed  northward.  A 
fifth  class  was  composed  of  those,  among  others, 
who  thought  Mr.  Hassler  incompetent,  not  only  be- 
cause he  cculd  not  speak  the  Boglish  language 
correctly,  but  also  because  he  was  in  the  habit  ot 
speaking  his  mind  pretty  freely  of  those  whose 
practice  it  was  to  catechise  and  cross-question  him. 
In  his  exam  nation  before  ibe  committee,  Mr.  HaFS- 
ler  would  understand  the  questions  in  a  different 
sense  from  that  in  which  they  were  propounded, 
and  would  answer  accordingly.  He  (Mr.  W.^ 
had,  however,  been  able  to  understand  him;  and 
where  he  had  not,  he  had  gathered  what  informa- 
tion he  desired  from  Captain  Gedney. 

Mr.  MALLORY  rose,  and  said,  he  admitted  the 
fact  of  Mr.  Hassler's  confused  answers.  So  great 
was  his  confusion,  that  an  interpreter  had  to  be  in- 
troduced. He  would  give  his  colleague  one  reason 
for  opposing  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Hassler.  ,  It 
was  known  that  the  topography  of  the  southern 
coast  was  difierent  from  that  of  the  northern.  In 
the  former  it  was  flat.  an<4  in  the  latter  distinguish- 
ed by  highlands.  The  same  process,  therefore, 
would  not  answer  for  surveying  both  coasts.  When 
questioned  in  committee  as  to  how  he  should  pro- 
ceed with  his  survey  when  he  arrived  upon  the 
coast  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  he  could 
give  no  satisfactory  answer.  This  fact  could  be 
proved  liy  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WISE  ventured  to  assert  that  Mr.  Hassler 
would  not  answer  any  one  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
he  would  proceed;  but  the  offic«rs  had  told  him 
how  he  would  go  about  the  work.  Tbeir  testimo- 
ny* and  that  of  every  man  of  science,  was  in  favor 
of  the  competency  of  Mr.  Hassler. 

Mr.  MALLORY  reasserted  the  ground  he  bad 
taken,  and  said  the  committee  were  satisfied  of  Mr. 
Hassler's  inability  to  tell  how  he  should  proceed. 

Mr.  WISE  resamed,  and  went  into  a  description 
of  Mr.  Hassler's  personal  appearance,  mode  of  con- 
versation, &c ,  together  with  the  scenes  enacted  be- 
fore the  select  committee;  when 

Mr.  BIDLACS  called  him  to  order,  and  contend- 
ed that  he  was  transcending  the  rules  of  the  House, 
which  forbade  members  to  detail  scenes  which  had 
occurred  in  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN  sustained  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  he  would  state  whut  hap- 
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pened  out  of  committee.    Mr.  Hassler  was  charged 
with    being   mentally  and   physically    incompc- 

tent — 

Here  Mr.  MALLORY  said,  ihat  when  he  made 
the  report  of  the  committee^  as  its  chairman,  he 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  state  all  the  facte 
which  led  him  to  the  conclusion. 

Mr.  WISE  again  denied  the  incompetency  of 
Mr.  Hassler,  and  said  that,  had  the  committee  so 
reported,  it  would  have  been  without  evidence.  He 
then  went  into  an  argument  to  prove  this  positioni 

when 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  remarked  that  tbe  fact  that  Mr. 
Hassler  had  denied  his  own  map^  and  was,  aeeord- 
ing  to  his  own  statement,  between  eighty  and  ninety 
years  of  age,  was  conclusive,  to  his  mind,  of  in- 
competency. 

Mr.  WISE.    Now,  we  have  all  the  evidence. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  No,  not  all.  My  colleagae 
has  asked  for  the  witnesses  of  Mr.  Hasaler's  in- 
competency. I  say  that  he  was  witness  enoagh 
against  himself,  without  any  other  witness  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  WISE.  Now,  we  have  the  evidence. 
Should  that  map,  containing  merely  a  typogr^hietl 
error,  blast  the  mental  reputation  of  a  man  who 
stands  before  the  world  as  a  philosopherl  He 
defied  the  introduction  of  competent  witnesses 
to  prove  his  incompetency.  Mr.  Hassler  might 
look  odd  and  shabby  in  his  dusty  old  coat; 
but,  in  the  field  of  science,  he  was  at  home, 
and,  not  only  at  home,  bat  ma/or  demo. 
He  appealed  to  the  experience  of  gentlemen 
here  who  had  been  to  collegcj  if  they  bad 
ever  seen  a  great  mathematician  who  was  not 
an  odd  sort  of  a  man.  He  well  remembered 
old  Jemmy  Read,  of  Washington  College,  Pa; 
and  he  appealed  to  the  Representative  of  the  Waah- 
ingion  district  to  say  if  any  one  ever  taught  mathe- 
matics better,  little  common  sense  as  he  had  ont  of 
doors.  A  man  might  have  all  the  depths  of  New- 
ton knowledge,  and  yet  not  know  that  a  New 
Jersey  pettifogging  lawyer  cuuld  put  him  in  jail 
among  felons.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  not  to 
be  prejudiced  by  Mr.  Hassler's  manner.  As  to  his 
age — true,  be  was  old;  yet  he  had  an  old-f»«hioned 
constitution  that  could  stand  much.  He  was  an 
octogenarian  in  age,  with  all  his  mental  facaities 
in  f  till  vigor. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  this  motion  was  diseoarta- 
ous  to  the  committee,  and  disrespectful  to    the 
House.    As  a  member  of  the  committee  to  whieh 
this  subject  had  been  referred,  he  had  left  tbenwtter 
principally  to  the  gentleman  before  him  [Mr.  BiAir' 
Loav,]  and  the  irentleman   from  Massachasett?, 
[Mr.  Cusbing;]  who,  he  would  stale,  seemed  to 
him  to  go  with  a  predetermination  into  the  investi- 
gation.   And  be  would  say  again,  so  far  from 
feeling  the  mental  incompetency  and  the  vast  infe- 
riority of  the  gentleman  they  bad  assailed,  mtd 
whose  character  for  science  they  would  pulldown, 
he  had  felt  rebuked  when  the  answers  were  givem 
to  the  interrogations  pot  to  him.    He  had  felt  that 
the  committee,  having  just  looked  into  the  books 
and  learned  the  alphabet  ('f  science,  were  display- 
ing to  him,  who  was  the  i;reat  master  in  scienoe, 
the  little  kiiowltdge  which  they  had;  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia  whether, 
when  they  went  into  a  collision  of  mteliedt  they 
were  not  invariably  put   down.     He  (Mr.  H  ) 
thought  the  best  way  for  himself  was  to  retreat, 
and  he  believed  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wiss]  did  the  same,  tlattghter;]  and  they  left  the 
other  gentleman  to  carry  on  the  contest.  The  com- 
mittee summoned  Mr.  Hassler  before  them;  and 
they  took  testimony;  but  they  never  made  a  report, 
which  ought  to  be  made  after  a  full  examination, 
before  they  pronounced  judgment  on  one  whose 
intellect  had  illuminated  not  this  country  alone— 
for  it  was  the  admiration  of  the  philosophers  of 
Europe.    Was  it  fair  and  respectful,  then,  to  tbe 
House,  under  such  circumstance;',  to  ask  them  to 
rely  on  the  ip$e  dixU  of  individuals  alonet    Mr. 
Hassler  might  have  admitted  an  error  in  one  of 
the  maps,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had 
stated;  and  the  great  mind  of  Mr.  Hassler  might 
be  revelling  in  the  light  of  truth.    Who  did  not 
remember    the    story    of  Galileo,    who,    when 
carri^    befi^e   n    tribunal  of    scientific   qtea, 


CONGRESSIONAL  QLOBE. 


59 


confessed  his  error  in  his  diseovery  that  the 
Murth  revolved  round  the  sun,  but  who  whispered 
to  a.  neighbor,  at  ihe  same  time,  '^Though  I  do 
confess  my  error,  (he  world  will  go  round  the  sun, 
for  all  that.'*  And  those  philosophers  would  find 
that,  in  the  judgment  of  posterity,  (if  they  were 
capable  of  knowing  aught  about  the  things  of  this 
life,)  the  world  does  go  round  the  sun,  for  all  that. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  get  a  inll  report  from 
tlie  committee,  who  were  made  the  jury  in  the 
caee,  before  they  yeatured  to  determine  on  such  an 
important  subject;  and  not  destroy,  on  an  appro 
priatiott  bill,  on  t»  pmrte  statements,  a  plan  which 
was  commenced  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
vbioh  had  been  prosecuted  at  a  vast  expense, 
which  embraced  the  whole  line  of  their  coast,  and 
not  only  the  lives  of  their  marine,  but  the  passen- 
gers who  came  to  our  shores^  and  the  great  inter- 
ests of  commercial  enterprise. 

Mr.  GUSHING  went  into  a  lengthened  state* 
ment  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  to  whom^ 
this  investigaticn  was  intru8te«{;  who,  having  been 
unable  to  complete  their  inquiries  during  the  last 
session,  were  continued,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  on  the  day  of  its  adjournment,  to  the  pres- 
ent session.  The  subject  was  divided  into  two 
classes — administrative  and  scientific;  the  former 
of  which  only  had  they  fully  considered.  And  not- 
withstanding the  conclusions  of  his  own  mind  on 
that  branch  of  the  subject  which  they  had  explored 
—feeling  strongly  the  public  itiiportaDce,*and  the 
deep  interest  to  the  country,  and  to  its  commerce, 
and  to  the  learning  and  science  of  the  world,  of  this 
great  scientific  work— he  hoped  it  would  be  prose- 
cated  to  its  completion.     He  regretted  that  this  sp- 

gropriation  had  cot  been  permitted  to  pass,  and  he 
oped  the  committee  would  not  agree  to  strike  it 
GUI.  So  high  was  his  estimate  of  the  work,  ?bat 
not  only  inoompetency,  but  mismanagement  should 
be  pardoned  to  secure  its  completion.  He  intended 
to  vote  for  this  appropiiaiioo,  though  he  felt  bound 
to  state  the  conclusion  to  which  he,  in  common 
with  others,  had  arrived  respecting  the  character  of 
Che  superintendent.  The  class  of  topics  which 
he  called  administrative,  he  divided  into  two 
branches :  the  physical  condition  and  the  men- 
tal condition  of  the  person  who  bad  the  super- 
intendence of  the  work.  And  he  was  the  last 
man  to  say  that  an  old  and  faithfol  servant, 
who  had  discharged  his  duty  to  his  country,  should 
be  removed  for  his  infirmities;  but,  if  that  fact 
were  put  in  issue — to  wit,  whether  that  coast  sur- 
vey had  been  uoneessarily  delayed;  whether  prop- 
er despatch  and  all  practical  economy  had  been  re- 
sorted to,— on  goin«  into  those  questions,  they 
would  run  their  heads  against  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Hassler,  from  the  infirmities  of  age,  was  deprived, 
during  a  portion  of  the  year,  of  the  fall  ability  to 
superintend  the  work,  as  a  younger  and  more  vig- 
orous man  would  do.  The  work  had  been  delayed 
by  the  infirmities  of  age. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  sickness  had  caused  it.  It 
was  the  fever  which  had  produced  delay. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ.  Yes,  and  that  was  connected 
with  old  age.  And  he  was  told  that  the  average 
employment  had  not  been  more  than  three  months 
in  the  year. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  was  a  younger  man 
than  the  gentleman  from  Massachotetts. 

Mr.  CtJSHING.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
[Roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  WISE  repeated  that  he  was  a  younger  man 
by  several  years  than  the  gentleman  from  Massach  v 
setts;  and  yet  he  had  been  confined  for  six  weeks  this 
fall  with  the  bilious  fever.  But  it  was  said  that  Mr. 
Hassler  had  been  but  three  months  in  the  field  in 
the  year;  and  here  he  would  observe,  that  if  he  bad 
not  been  in  the  field,  (and  there  were  five  or  six 
months  in  the  year  during  which  the  youngest 
could  not  be  in  the  field,)  he  had  been  in  his  office, 
going  through  the  figures  which.the  field-work  had 
accumulated. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  he  did  not  wish  now  to  be 
pressed  to  go  into  the  minute  details;  and  there- 
fore he  would  return  to  the  question  of  physical 
incompetency.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  coast 
survey?  It  was,  in  fact,  a  great  bureau  of  this 
Qovernmeut;  and  Mr.  Hassler  was  the  superin- 
tendent of  its  vast  enterprise — a  buzeaa  involving 
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a  much  larger  per^onnol  and  expenditure  of  money 
than  some  other  bureaus  of  this  Government;  and 
it  was  one  of  the  difficulties  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  a  speedy  and  prompt  prosecotion  of  the 
work,  that  an  individual  had  l^en  selected  who, 
whatever  and  how  superlative  soever  Mr.  Hass- 
ler's  merits  might  be,  did  not  bring  administrative 
merit  to  the  conduct  of  a  bureau  in  which  so  many 
persons  were  employed,  and  an  annual  expenditure 
incurred  of  AIOO.OOO. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Curbing]  if  he  was  one  of  tho^e  who 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Hassler  was  men- 
tally and  physically  incapable,  as  stated  by  his  col- 
league. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  he  was  not  present  when 
the  gentleman  from  Viniinia  [Mr.  MiLLoav]  was 
on  the  floor,  and  did  not  hear  what  was  said  by 
him.  , 

Mr.  MALLORY  begged  leave  to  explain.  He 
had  stated  that  the  basis  of  the  report  they  contem- 
plated making,  was  the  conviction  on  their  minds 
that  Mr.  Hassler  was  menully  and  physically  in- 
capable of  discharging  the  duties  of  superintendent. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  that  he  had  already  suffi- 
ciently gone  into  detail  in  regard  to  the  physical 
part  of  the  subject;  and,  as  to  the  mental  part  of  it, 
be  wished  to  avoid  going  into  it.  It  was  enough 
for  him  to  say  that  he  came  to  the  conclnsien  that 
Mr.  Hassler  was  incompetent  to  the  discharge  of 
his  administrative  duties  as  head  of  the  bureau. 
He  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  question 
whether  Mr.  H.,  as  a  man  of  science,  was  compe- 
tent or  incompetent.  But  granting  that  his  scien- 
tific qualifications  were  as  great  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  rated  them  to  be;  yet, 
he  9  as  satisfied  that  the  House,  upon  an  exami- 
nation of  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee, 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  unfitted 
to  discharge  the  administrative  part  of  his  duties. 
Mr.  C,  however,  strongly  deprecated  the  wiih- 
drawal  of  the  appropriation.  He  had  rather  (he 
said)  that  the  surveys  should  be  continued  under 
the  charge  cf  Mr.  Hassler,  than  Retard  a  work  that 
was  so  important  in  a  scientific  and  commercial 
point  of  view.  He  hoped  the  committee  would 
leave  the  appropriation  as  it  was. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  JOHN  Q.  FLOYD  moved  that  when  the 
House  adjourned,  it  should  adjourn  over  to  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion,  which  were  ordered;  when 

Mr.  FLOYD  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satuudat,  December  17,  1842. 

Mr.  Dixon  H.  Lewis-  and  Mr.  Shields  of 
Alabama,  and  Mr.  Qwin  of  Mississippi,  this 
morning  took  iheir  seats.  Mr.  Peopfit,  also,  has 
arrived  in  the  city,  but  in  such  a  state  of  ill  health 
as  to  confine  him  to  his  room. 

Mr.  MBDILL  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  .of  the  citiaens  of  Somerset,  Ohio,  inclu- 
ding six  members  of  the  bar  at  that  place,  asking 
a  repeal  of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  establish- 
ing the  summer  term  of  the  circuit  aad  district 
courts  for  Ohio,  at  Cincinnati,  and  that  both  terms 
be  held  at  Columbus,  as  formerly. 

By  the  request  of  Mr.  LOWELL,  the  following 
petitions  and  papers  were  taken  from  the  files  and 
referred,  viz: 

The  petition  and  other  papers  of  Nicholas 
Thomas  for  a  pension:  to  the  committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions; 

Tne  petition  and  other  papers  of  Henry  Dorr 
for  a  pension:  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions; 

The  petition  and  other  papers  of  William  Pool 
for  a  pension:  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen* 
.sions; 

The  petition  of  Freeman  Hall  and  others  for  an 
appropriation  for  a  l>reakwater  at  Matinicus  Island, 
Maine:  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and 

The  petition  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  for  the  allow- 
ance of  a  bounty  on  fishing  schooner  ^Credit." 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  introduced  his  colleague, 


^he  Hon.  S.  W.  Tbotti,  who  was  sworn,  and  took 
his  seat.  -[Mr.  Taom  is/  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Samson  H.  Butlee.] 

KENTUCKY  ASYLUM. 

Mr  J.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  leave  to  intro* 
duce  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  land  heretofore  given 
to  the  Kentucky  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

After  some  objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  BAR- 
NARD to  the  irregularity  of  the  proceeding,  (no 
notice  having  been  given,)  and  some  explanations 
by  Mr.  THOMPSON,  the  bill  was  allowed  to  be 
introduced,  and  passed  through  all  its  stages. 

LIBRARY  OP  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  TILLINQHAST  submitted  the  following 
joint  resolution;  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Reaolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  qf  Repreaentativee  of 
the  United  States  in  Congreea  aeeembledt  TtM,  oi  iha  copiea 
of  the  catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  last  publimed, 
now  remaanifig  on  hand,  ifaere  be  distributed,  by  the  librarian, 
one  copy  to  each  member  of  Congress. 

THE  PUBLIC  CREDIT. 
Mr.  EVER&TT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow,  or  on  the  first  opportunity,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  entitled  *'A  bill  ta  revive  and  es- 
tablish the  public  credit.**    [Laughter.] 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  EVERETT  offered  the  following  resolution; 
and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Reeolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Peoaiona  be 
Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a  pension 
to  Adam  Pood,  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

He  al&o  offered  the  folk)wing  resolutions;  which 
were  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  he 
inacmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aathorlxing  pateoia 
to  iasue  to  Cheater  Baxter,  A..  Blake,  and  -lason  Steele,  for  I014 
Noa.  27, 28, 36, 37, 38,  89,  and  40,  in  towaahip  16,  range  16  east, 
in  the  aouthea«tern  district  of  Louiaiana. 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  o(  the  admtnlatrator  of  Joeeph 
Edaon,  Bomeiiime  marshal  Of  the  Vermont  diatriet,  for  pound* 
age  on  sundry  executions  in  favor  of  the  United  Stales,  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

FRENCH  SPOLI/ITIONS. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  French  spoli- 
ations prior  to  1800»  which  he  briefly  explained; 
and  urged  the  necessity  of  acting  at  an  early  day 
on  the  bill  now  on  the  calendar  of  the  House  on 
that  subject.  The  memorial  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

PENITENTIARY    OF  THE  DISTRICT    OF 

COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  submitted  the  following  re- 
aoltttion: 

Reeolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requeal- 
ed  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  annual  ezpenae  to  the 
public  treaaury  of  maintaining  the  penitentiary  In  the  Diatriet 
of  Columbia  during  the  last  five  yeara.  Also  the  number  of 
offlceraand  men  now  employed  in  the  chwrge  and  superinten- 
dence thereof^  with  the  compenaation  allowed  to  each,  tfao 
number  of  prisoners  confined  therein,  the  oflencea  for  which 
they  were  aererally  aentenced,  and  the  perioda  for  which  they 
were  to  be  confined.  Alao  the  orcupation  of  the  aevenl  pria» 
oners— whether  emploved  by  contractors,  at  a  atipulated  price, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  officers,  or  upon  maleriala 
or  work  Immediately  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  together 
with  the  groas  amount  of  the  availa  of  the  labor  of  the  prie* 
onera  ;  he  cost  of  the  food,  clothes,  and  medicine  of  the 
prisoners.  Also  the  expense  incurred  by  any  agency  or  com- 
miaaion  instituted  within  the  last  two  years,  for  any  parpoes 
connected  with  the  prison,  and  chargeable  upon  the  treaaury. 

Mr.  BOWNE  said  he  wished  the  House  to  get 
to  its  regular  business,  and  therefore  he  objected 
to  these  resolutions,  and  to  all  others  at  this  -time* 

The  resolution  was  in  consequence  not  received. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION 

BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  bad  appealed  to  him  to  allow 
this  day  to  be  devoted  to  private  bills;  but  he,  nev- 
ertheless, felt  bound  to  move  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the-  Whole,  on  bill 
No.  615,  being  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  (Government 
for  the  half  calendar  year  ending  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1843.  He  made  this  motion,  as  he  con- 
ceived, in  the  discharge  of  his  duty;  and  he  left  it 
to  the  House  to  dispose  of  it  as  it  might  think 
proper. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question,  and  an- 
nounced that  the  noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

A  division  was  called  for;  and  the  Speaker  an- 
nounced the  result  to  be  52  in  the  affirmatiye,  and 
48  in  the  negative— being  less  than  a  quoriun. 
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Tellers  werecallrd  for,  (a  qaortiin  evidently  be- 
ihg  in  ihe  House;)  and  Mei^brs.  Boabdmin  and 
WXLLBR  were  appointed;  and,  aftbr  tahio^  the 
▼ole,  they  annouoeed  the  resalt  to  be  86  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  53  in  the  negative.  The  motion 
was  therefore  carried,  and  Mr.  Baiaas  took  the 
chair. 

When  the  committee  rose  yesterday,  the  pending 
qnestioQ  was  on  thfe  ipotion  of  Mr.  Atcrioo,  to 
strike  oat  the  item  oi  j|50,006  for  the  coast  survey; 
and  the  debate  on  that  question  was  now  resumed. 

Mr.  J  R.  INQERSOLL  entered  into  a  defence 
b(  Mr.  Hassler,  whose  history,  connexion  with 
this  Government,  lacrifices,  services,  attainments, 
and  qualification?,  he  minutely  detailed  and  eulo- 
izcd.  ^•' 

Ijtfr.  REYNOLDS  obtained  the  floor,  bm  yield- 
ed it  to 

Mr.  ATCBIGG,    who    made  a  brief   explan 
ation  'in  reply  to   Mr.  Ingebsoll.    The  reporter 
heard  Mr.  A.  too  indistinctly  to  venture  upon  a 
sketch  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  it  had  been  repeatedly 
Usserted  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  Mr.  Hass- 
ler had  no  friends  here;  but  ht  should  infer,  after 
tiearing  tbe  warm  and  eh  quent  eulogy  pronounced 
6n  biin  by  the  gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  [Mr. 
J.  R  InoersollJ  that  be  could  not  have  an  abler 
or  more  zealous  advocate,  either  with  or  without  a 
iee;  though  he  was  sure  tha^  the  gentleman  defend- 
ed him  without  one.    Mr.  R.  said  that  he,  for  one, 
was  not  an  enemy  of  Mr.  tiassler;  on  the  contrary, 
be  was  his  friend.     He  was  not  one  to  say  that, 
because  he  was  a  foreigner,  he  should  not  receive  the 
patronage  of  the  Government;  for  he  would  make 
bo  distinction  between  native  and  adopted  citizens. 
This  Country  was  but  of  recent  growth,  and  but  a 
few  years  back  we  were  aH  foreigners;  so  thlit  a 
doctrine  contrary  to  his  would  exclude  all.    Rut 
to  return  to  the  subject  under  discussion.     Ac- 
bordipg  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  if  Mr. 
Hassler  was  to  be  turned  ont  of  office,  this  Repub- 
lic would  be  put  an  end  to— the  wheels  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  stand  still;  and  not  only  that,  but 
thifl  great  work,  so  important  to  the  scientific  and 
commercial  world,  would  be  stopped.    This  was 
the  force  of  the  Rentteman'a  argument.    Why,  the 
#ork  inigbt  be  stopped,  and  still  the  itepublic  suf- 
fer no  detriment.  If  the  gentleman  would  refer  to  one 
of  the  documents  which  he  had  been  handling,  he 
would  find  that  the  work  was  once  suspended  for  fif- 
teen years,  and  stilly  no  great  evils  happened  in  con- 
toqueoee  of  it.    Now,  he  only  wanted  it  to  be  sus- 
pended till  the  report  of  the  committee  came  iu, 
and  then  they  would  be  better  able  to  determine 
what  course  it  was  proper  to  take  in  regard  to  it. 
The  gentleman  contended  that  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  did  not  come  to  ^ he  conclusion  (as  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia)  that  Mr.  Hassler'' 
Was  mentally  and  physically  incompetent.    Now, 
he  did  not  know  how  the  gentleman  arrived  at  that 
conclusion.    Some  people  were  so  aristocratic  in 
their  ideas,  that  they  ditl  not  wish  tbe  majority  to 
govern;  but  he  hoped  that  the  mind  of  the  gentle- 
man, though  he  lived  in  the  fine  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, was  not  so  perverted  as  to  make  him  believe 
that  two  were  a  majority  of  five.    Had  not  the 
committee  the  right  to  say  that  Mr.  Hassler  was 
physically  and  mentally  incompetent?      He  was 
told  that  the  gentleman  from  Philadelphia  was  a 
lawyer,  and  a  very  eminent  one— he  was,  too,  a 
Philadelphia  lawyer. 

[Mr.  Ingbrsoll  here  made  some  remark  not 
beard  by  the  reporter.] 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  took  the  gentleman  for  a 
lawyer  from  his  special  pleading,^nd  he  would 
cite  a  sample  of  it.  The  gentleman  said  that  there 
was  no  report.  True,  there  was  not  a  written  one; 
but  tbe  majority  of  the  committee  informed  tbe 
House  of  the  bases  of  one  that  they  had  agreed 
upon.  The  gentleman,  perhaps,  would  not  agree 
that  there  was  a  report  until  he  saw  i4  in  Gales  A 
Beaton's  paper,  with  Gkties  A  Seaton*s  ink  and  type. 
Mr.  R.  then  spoke  of  the  Atlantic  influence 
which  operated  in  favor  of  this  appropriation,  and 
said  that  the  gentleman  raided  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, where  every body«  was  in  favor  of  tbe 
coast  aarvey.  He  was  also  surrounded  by  the  in- 
fluence of  those  whose  employments  depended  on 


the  continuance  of  the   inrvry.     The  infoimation 
which  the  gentleman  got  this  morning,  end  which 
he  had  just  communicattpd  to  the  House,  came 
from  that  source.    The  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, also,   were  subject  to  this  Atlantic  influ- 
ence, and  would,  therefore,  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion.   This  was  all  very  natural  and  very  proper. 
He  himself  lived  under  an  influence  of  a  difl^erent 
nature — he  meant  that  of  the  national  road — and 
should  endeavof  to  obtain  all  the  appropriations  he 
could  for  it.    Let  us,  however,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  re^ 
turn  to  Mr.  Hassler.    lie  believed  it  was  an  ex- 
traordinary issue,  that  the  Ck)ngress  of  tbe  United 
States  should  go  into  an  investigation  of  a  man^s 
age.    Now,  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  committee 
to  say  anything  ftboutage;  they  had  a  right  to  say 
that  the  superintendent  was  mentally  and  physical- 
ly incompetent,  without  referring  to  his  age.   Here 
were  three  individuals, under  tbe  solemnity  of  their 
oaths,  declared  that  he  was  mentally  and  physical- 
ly incompetent.    Was  not  this  ctiongh,  without  go- 
\n^  into  his  age?    Ought  he,  after  the  announce- 
ment of  this  fact,  to  continue  in  office?    Should  the 
President  be  forced  to  continue  him?    Had  Mr. 
Hassler  a  right  to  this  office  for  life?     He  was 
aware  that  there  was  a  mistaken  notion  entertained 
by  many,  that  a  public  officer  had  a  property  in  the 
office  he  held;  but  he  did  not  agree  to  give  in  to 
such  a  doctrine.    Tbe  gentleman  from  Fhlladel- 
pbia  urged  that  Mr.  H.  was  not  only  a  man  of 
science  and  a  philosopher,  hot  that  he  was  the  only 
man  in  the  Union  captd)le  of  carrying  on  this 
work.    Now,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  reproach  to 
the  Union — as  disreputable  to  the  Republic — to  say 
that,  out  of  a  population  of  "Seventeen  millions, 
there  was  only  one  man  capable  of  8ur\  eying  our 
coasts.    Where  was  the  West  Point  academy,  and 
the  number  of  scientific  young  men  there  yearly 
educated  at  a  vAst  expense  to  the  nation?    Would 
the  gentleman  say  thiit  none  of  these  were  capable. 
If  so,  the  institution  ought  to  be  abolished.   Would 
tbe  gentleman  say  that  none  o(  the  oncers  cf  the 
navy  were  capable?    He  would  pause  for  the  gen* 
tleman*s  rf  ply,  and  spare  him  a  few  minutes  of  the 
timealloited  him  (Mr.  R  )  to  enable  him  to  answer 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGUSRSOLL  said  he  would 
answer  the  gentleman  with  pleasure.  He  did  not 
believe  that  there  was  a  single  officer  of  the  army 
or  navy,  or, indeed,  a  single  individual  in  the  na- 
tion, capable  of  superintending  the  work  as  it  had 
been  done  by  Mr.  Hassler. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  on  leave  being  given  him  by 
Mr.  ^TNOLDs,  5aid  that  he  would,  give  the  gentle- 
man some  information  ot  what  took  place  in  the 
committee-room.  Hearing  the  great  age  of  the 
superintendent  spoken  of,  they  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  whether  tbe  survey  could  be  car- 
ried on,  should  he  die  before  its  completion;  and 
they,  therefore,  made  inquiries,  in  relation  to  this 
point,  of  some  of  the  officers  engaaed  in  it,  who 
were  able  and  conapetent  men.  They  answered 
that  there  were  many' then  in  the  country  perfectly 
competent,  in  every  way,  to  carry  on  the  work. 
Now,  as  to  the  age  of  Mr.  Hassler.  He  said  that 
he  had  been  fifty  six  years  in  the  public  service, 
and  that  he  first  turned  his  attention  to  jurispru- 
dence and  diplomacy. 

Mr.  JOS.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  had  re- 
ceived several  communications  on  this  subject, 
one  of  which  was  signed  M.  G.  Hassler,  in  which 
the  writer  saijl  that  his  father  was  just  seventy- 
three  years  of  age. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  continued.  The  age  of  tbe 
individual  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  not  having  been 
bound  to  give  their  rea5ons  for  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  did — ^that  he  was  mentally  and 
physically  incompetent.  This  was  np  disgrace 
to  Mr.  Hassler.  He  ought  to  retire  from  the 
public  service,  -for  no  man  would  desire  to 
continue  in  office  after  such  an  announce- 
ment No  man  was  disgraced  by  losing  of* 
fice,  any  more  than  by  being  beaten  in  an  elec- 
tion. There  was  his  friend  before  him,  who 
either  had  been,  or  would  be  beaten;  and  yet  it  was 
no  diagrace  to  him.  Let  the  old  gentleman,  then, 
retire;  and  he  would  find  hiipself  much  more  com- 
fortable in  the  bosom  of  bis  family,  than  camping 


out  in  the  snows  of  New  Jersey,  as  stated  by  clie 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  But  the  friends  of 
Mr.  H.  on  Ibis  floor  wanted  to  make  his  character 
a  pretext  for  Continuing  the  appropriation,  and 
dwelt  much  on  hia  servicesi  and  the  hardships  he 
encountered.  Did  he  not  hear  the  gentleman  fron 
Philadelphia  eloquently  declaimingabout  tbe  storms 
hovering  over  the  old  man's  head,  while  he  was 
engaged  in  his  arduous  labors  In  the  field— the 
ground  covered  with  snow,  and  be  without  a  tent 
to  lie  in?  Why,  no  attack  was  made  on  Mr.  Hass- 
ler*^ character.  Tbe  aflair  ot  the  map  was  only 
spoken  of  by  tbe  gentleman  from  New  Jereey  [Mr. 
Arcaioo]  as  an  evidence  of  hisincompeteney,  and 
not  of  his  criminality.  No  forgery  was  charged. 
The  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer,  knew  very  well  what 
constituted  forgery;  and  that  the  charge  did  not 
amount  to  that.  After  some  further  remarks,  Mr. 
R.  went  on  to  urge  that  the  appropriation  for  tbe 
survey  should  be  postponed  at  least  till  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  received.  This  he  con- 
ceived to  be  required  by  prudence,  as  well  as  eeon«- 
omy.  He  further  observed,  that  while  he  was  for 
an  economical  ezpendimre  of  the  public  money,  be 
was  for  equalizing  tbe  appropriations  more  than 
had  hitherto  been  done,  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Western  portions  of  the  Union.  He  looked  npon 
the  harbors  for  tbe  lakes,  the  improvement  of  tbe 
Mississippi  and  Ohio,  and  the  purchasing  out,  so 
as  to  make  free,  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Ca- 
nal, as  objects  of  far  more  importance  than  tbe 
coast  survey. 

Mr.  TILLINOHA8T  rose  and  advocated  tbe 
appropriation.  He  cemmenced  by  referring  to 
the  arraignment  of  an  ancient  philosopher  and 
poet  before  the  Areopagus,  where  he  appeared  on 
iri^l,  ikfid  seemed  to  be  mentally  and  physieally 
incompetenf.  That  man  was  Sophocles,  and  was 
thought  to  be  insane.  Yet  he  defended  himself 
by  reading  a  portion  of  a  work  be  was  then  en- 
gaged in  writing — the  eelebrated  tragedy  of  tbe 
CEdipus  Coloneus — a  work  read  with  pleasure 
even  to  the  present  day.  Tbe  trial  of  Mr.  Hass- 
ler at  this  time  reminded  him  of  this  iaeident. 
He,  too,  had  defended  himselH  hy  detailing  a  por- 
tion of  his  labors— which,  however,  were  such 
as  ndt  to  be  understood  by  his  judges.  Yet  this 
philosopher  was  engaged  upon  a  work  which  here- 
after might  render  him  as  celebrated  in  one  depart- 
ment of  knowledge,  as  old  Sophocles  was  in  an- 
other. 

He  (Mr.  T.)  thought  that  the  object  sought  to 
be  attained  could  not  be  accomplished  by  rejecting 
this  appropriation.  A  law  remained  in  force  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  employ  a  superintendent 
of  the  coast  survey;  and  so  long  as  this  was  the 
law,  a  superintendent  might  be  kept  in  oflice.  If 
there  was  any  fault  to  find  with  the  present  super- 
intendence, the  House  should  express  their  opinion, 
and  induce  the  President  to  change  it.  If  it  was 
alleged  that  tke  work  was  failing  to  answer  its 
purpose,  and  was  only  calculated  to  decoy  into 
danger,  instead  of  afibrding  beacons  for  the  preF- 
ervation  of  life  and  property,  let  there  be  an  in- 
vestigation; let  Mr.  Hatsler's  performancs  be  in- 
quired into,  and  justice  done  him.  He  (Mr  T.) 
deprecated  any  act  of  the  House  that  woukl  sud- 
denly as5ign  Mr.  Has<ler  to  retirement  and  dis- 
mission, without  due  investigation. 

He  went  on  to  explain  the  reason  of  the  differ- 
ence of  the  map  from  tbe  conect  standard.  He  al- 
luded to  the  pamphlet  correcting  the  four  hundred 
errors,  referred  to  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Atcuigo,]  as  having  been  com- 
mitted in  a  book  cf  200  pages.  This  minute  oo^  ' 
reclicn  was  to  him  an  evidence  of  the  extreme  de- 
sire on  Mr.  H.'s  part  to  be  accurate.  Hs  read 
from  ^he  pamphlet  of  errata  to  show  that  the  er- 
rors charged  were  mostly  errors  of  grammar  and 
style,  and  not  mathematical  errors. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  the  committee  to  take  notice 
that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  read  from 
the  book  adduced  on  yesterday  by  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Atcrigg,]  to  prove  the  in- 
competeney  of  Mr.  Hassler. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  resumed.  These  errors 
were  of  the  most  trifiing  character,  or,  as  a  gentle- 
man near  him  [Mr.  C.  J.  Inoxbsoll]  said,  were 
mere  eerrigenifs.  He  had  been  informed  by  scientific 
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men  thtt  Mr.  H,^s  work  was,  in  all  respects,  re- 
markably aecoiate.  He  proceeded  to  notice  a 
namber  of  objections  arged  against  the  snperin- 
tendene?  of  this  survey.  He  had  no  evidence  of 
the  inertness  of  Mr.  Hassler,  and  the  a9si&taat»  un- 
der bim.  So  far  from  i),  their  duties  had  been 
pursued  with  remarkable  industry  and  vigor.  As 
to  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the  maps,  he 
coald  aee  no  reason  to  censure  Mr.  H.  for  not 
bringing  them  out  until  he  was  authorized  to  do 
so.  He  denied  that  a  great  scientific  work,  like 
this  saryey,  could  be  properly  carried  on,  as  bad 
been  proposed,  under  the  administrative  superin- 
tendence of  a  bureau.  No  one  was  better  calcu- 
lated to  snpprintend  it  than  Mr.  Hassler,  although 
he  might  be  old;  and  yet|  not  so  old  as  some  men 
of  great  intellectual  vigor  who  sat  before  him.  Af- 
ter a  few  more  remarks  in  relation  to  the  ioipor- 
tanee  of  the  survey  to  the  whole  country,  and  to  its 
commerce,  he  took  his  seat. 

Mr  QILMER,  said  he  rose  for  the  purp'^se  of 
offering  an  amendment,  rather  than  to  make  a 
speech.  It  was  not  bis  purpose  to  do  anything  to 
prevent  the  committee  from  coming  to  a  vote  upon 
the  question  to-day.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
debate  bad  taken — ^he  would  no^  say  too  wide  a 
range^-bnt  a  range  too  far  from  the  work.  He 
could  not  perceive  what  the  merits  and  qualifica- 
tions of  Mr.  Ha&sler  as  a  man  of  science  and  a 
mathematician  had  to  do  with  the  expediency  and 
propriety  of  making  this  appropriation.  He  (Mr.  Q.) 
knew  noting  of  the  acquirements  of  Mr.  Hassler, 
and  his  competency  to  produce  a  work  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  country.  He  could  not  under- 
take to  decide  in  a  matter  where  doctors  so  widely 
differed  among  themselves.  [A  voice  Lawfen  ]  Yes, 
where  both  doctors  and  lawyers  disagreed.  [Laugh- 
ter.] Nor  could  be  see  the  applrtaiion  ot  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr. 
Tillihghast,]  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  Sophocles, 
to  the  present  item  of  appropriation. 

He  (Mr.  G.)  was  disposed  to  regard  this  as  a 
matter  of  appropriation  solely.  He  was  prepared 
to  reduce  every  appropiiation  and  every  expendi- 
ture under  the  Government  which  would  admit  of 
it.  It  was,  as  he  conscientiously  believed,  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  make  this  reduction— a  duty,  the 
peiformanee  of  which  was  imperiously  demanded 
of  them  by  the  condition  of  the  country.  This  ex- 
penditure was  one,  he  conceived,  which  might  be 
dispensed  with  without  injury  to  the  Government. 
He  woold  go  farther  than  this;  he  would  advocate 
a  still  farther  reduction  of  the  army  from  that 
naade  at  the  last  session,  especially  among  the  staff, 
and  in  ihe  engineer  department.  In  short,  he 
meant  to  vote  for  reductions  in  erery  department 
that  would  admit  of  it. 

Here  Mr.  G.  was  interrupted  by  calls  for  the 
committee  to  rise;  to  which  he  yielded,  in  order  that 
a  test  vote  might  be  taken.  The  committee  re- 
fused to  rise — ayes  57,  noes  79. 

Mr.  GILMER  resumed,  and  expressed  his  grati- 
fication that  the  committee  had  refused  to  rise. 
He  reiterated  his  assurance  that  he  did  not  mean, 
by  his  rote,  to  express  any  opinion  of  Mr.  Hassler 
as  a  man  of  science.  It  had,  however,  been  urf^ed 
as  a  reason  for  continuing  the  appropriation,  that 
a  sadden  suspension  of  the  survey  would  occasion 
injury  to  the  Government,  from  the  fact  that  ex- 
tensive field-notes  had  been  taken,  though  not 
yet  reckoned  out-— a  process  which  could  not  be 
accomplished  by  any  one  else  so  well  as  by  Mr. 
Hassler.  He  admitted  the  argument  in  part;  and 
it  was  the  object  of  the  amendment  he  should  sub- 
mit to  obviate  the  difficulty.  Instead  of  making  the 
appropriation  of  |50,000,  as  contained  in  the  bill,  be 
should  propose  to  substitnle  such  a  sum  only  as 
would  be  necrssary  to  enable  Mr.  Hassler  to  com- 
plete, in  the  closet,  the  notes  and  observations  al- 
ready taken  in  the  field.  When  the  treasury  should 
be  in  a  better  condition,  tbe^nrvey  might  be  resumed. 
Bat,  at  present,  the  expenses  of  this  Government 
exceeded  its  income.  The  Government  was  puz- 
zled how  to  raise  means  to  meet  its  most  pressing 
and  immediate  engagements.  It  had  borrowed  un- 
til It  could  borrow  no  more.  There  was  bat  one 
aliernaiive  left — and  that  a  reduction  of  expenses, 
pnd  the  withholding  of  all  appropriations  not  of 
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absolute  necessity.  The  present  was  one  of  that 
character,  and  therefore  he  opposed  it. 

He  was  loth  to  do  injury  either  to  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  or  to  individuals,  and,  therefore,  on  the  present 
occa^on,  he  was  willing  to  grant  such  a  sum  as 
would  enable  Mr.  Hassler  to  complete  his  notes. 
The  ssme  process  of  reduction  he  would  have 
carried  into  effect  with  regard  to  other  appropria- 
tions. ^  * 

Mr.  AYGRIGG  here  suggested  to  Mr.  G.  to  move 
to  strike  out  |50,000,  and  insert  |20,000. 

Mr.  GILMER  accepted  the  suggestion,  and 
made  a  motion  accordingly.  The  committee,  he 
said,  would  perceive  that,  by  the  proposed  reduction, 
|30  000  would  be  saved  the  ensuing  year,  and 
$100,000  each  year  thereafter.  It  was  impossible 
for  a  Government  like  ours  to  taks  any  soch  step 
as  that  proposed,  without  experiencing  a  temporary 
inconvenience.  Its  paramount  duty  was  retrench- 
ment. The  only  remedy  for  the  times  was  re^ 
trenchment;  and,  indee(1,  it  was  the  only  remedy 
that  could  be  successfully  resorted  to  in  order  to 
restore  private  and  public  faith,  now  sunk  so  low 
as  to  make  every  American  with  patriotic  feelings 
look  upon  his  country  with  the  deepest  regret. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  here  signified  his  acceptance 
of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Gilmer  ]  in  lieu  of  his  own;  which  was  to  strike 
out  the  «hole  appropriation. 

Mr.  BURNElL  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
was  abont  to  address  the  committee,  when,  at  the 
request  of  many  members,  he  yielded  to  a  motion 
that  the  committee  rise;  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  WISE  offered  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  which 
was  adopted,  calling  on  Ihe  Secretary  ofjhe  Navy 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of 
last  session  for  the  construction  of  a  dry-dock  at 
Brooklyn. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  several 
executive  communications: 

1.  A  cjmmunication  from  the  Trea^ry  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
June  23d,  1842,  calling  for  a  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  cargoes  entered  at  American  and  foreign 
ports  by  ves*els  of  the  United  States.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  arinted. 

2  A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, covering  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
th«  General  Land  Office,  in  relation  to  certain  pri- 
vate land  claims  at  New  Orleans:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  again  offered  bis  resolution, 
calling  on  President  for  imformalio^  respecting 
the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia^, 
which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CUSHING  offered  a  resolution^  (which  was 
sdopied,)  instructing  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
viving the  act  of  July,  1838,  allowing  pensions  to 
certain  widows. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  of  the  Chair 
when  resolutions  would  be  in  ord^r? 

The  SPEAKER  answered,  Monday  nezf;  which 
will  be  resolution  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  December  19, 184S. 

Mr.  Walkkr  of  Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Ssvibh  of 
Arkansas,  appeared  in  their  seats  to-day. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal, 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  :be  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary, 
showing  the  condition  of  the  finances;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  1,700 
copies,  in  addition  to  the  URual  quantity,  were  order- 
ed to  l>e  printed;  200  of  which  to  be  subject  to  the 
disposal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lem.  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  ihe 
Commi<^ic:ner  of  the  G(*neral  Land  Offi?e;  whirh, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  wis  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 


Also,  laid  bei^re  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Navy  Department,  covering  a  report,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
a9th  June,  .1843,  upon  the  subject  of  the  cultiva- 
tion of  hemp;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be. printed. 

Mr.  BAIMI  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel 
Dicy  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  mann* 
facture  of  hats,  similar  to  others  presented  by  him, 
praying  Congress  so  to  modify  the  uriff  as  to''  ad- 
mit batters*  furs  free  of  dat>:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  Mr* 
Thomas  Allen,  printer  to  the  Senate,  praying  pay- 
ment for  the  printing  of  the  Compendium  of  the 
Sixth  Census.  Mr.  L.  said  there  was  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  Sta'e  accompanying  the  memorial, 
urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  paying  the 
claim.  The  vhole  subject  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented   the  petition  of  Ma- 
Woodward,  of  Bloomingburg,  N.  Y.,  praying  ^Md 
pensation   for  services  during   the  revolutioni|j||le 
war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary ClaiuM. 

Also  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Brown, 
of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  a  drummer  in  the  revo- 
lutionary army,  praying  a  pension:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition  from  the 
New  Orleans  and  Carrol Iton  Railroad  Company, 
praying  a  modification  of  the  tariff,  and  an  exten- 
sion of  the  time  now  required  for  laying  down  iron 
imported  for  :be  use  of  their  railroad:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  the 
directors  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company, 
praying  an  extension  of  the  time  required  by  law 
for  laying  down  the  iron  imported  for  the  nse  of 
said  company:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presen!ed  a  memorial  from 
C.  Evans,  praying  that  his  invention  to  prevent  the 
explosion  of  steam-boileis  may  be  applied  to  the 
steam-vessels  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  avking  Congress  to  refund  to 
General  Jackson  the  fine  and  costs  impr&ed  on  him 
by  Judge  Hall  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  interest 
thereon:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  petition  from  John 
L.  Delee,  praying  for  the  privilege  of  entering  land 
in  lieu  of  laud  lost  to  him  by  the  settlement  of  the 
bocmdary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Tex- 
as: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILMAMS,  ihe  petition  of 
Noah  Miller  was  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Messrs.  BATES,  EVANS,  SMITH  of  Indiana, 
FULTON,  and  LINN,  severally  gave  notice  that 
they  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
certain  bills. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacques  Bon  and  Alexander  Coleman, 
and  their  heirs  and  legal  representatives;  and 

A  bill  to  confirm  the  title  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Thompson,  senior,  deceased,  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
Missouri; 

which  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  anthorize  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  the  occupation  and  set- 
tlement of  the  territory  of  Oregoff,  and  to  extend  a 
certain  portion  of  the  laws  of  t\^e  United  States 
over  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fi?a,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Chair.    Thereapon,  the  Chair  a^ 
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pointed  Mesit^.  Linn,  WALKca,  Skyier,  Merrick, 
and  Phblfs,  to  constitute  said  committee. 

Mr.  STURGBON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
theielief  of  Lucretia  Haymaker,  heir  at  law  of 
Jolm  Bown;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  RsvolatiouAry  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER  it  was 

Ruolvedt  That  the  Commiuae  on  the  Public  Lands  be  io- 
stracted  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  permitting  the  State  of 
Miesinippi  to  appropriate  •SS.OOO  or  the  two  percent,  fund  of 
•aid  Stale  towards  the  completion  of  the  railroad  from  JacJceon 
to  Brandon,  on  (he  conditions  designated  by  said  State. 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  CONRAD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  over  one  day,  under  the  rule,  viz: 

iZesohred,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requeeted  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  (If  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
tereat)  wtMther  the  amount  due  and  payable  by  Mexico  for  in- 
demnity to  citizens  of  the  United  tStatcs,  under  the  late 
convention,  has  been  paid  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  said 
convention;  If  not,  whether  any,  and  what,  measures  haye  Iteen 
adopted  by  our  Qoyernment  to  obtain  or  enforce  payment;  and 
also,  to  obtain  the  recognition  of  such  claims  as  vrere  submitted 
to,  but  not  finally  acted  upon,  by  the  late  Joint  Commission. 

Mr.  HUNTINGrON,  from  the  Committee  on 
,^ommerce,  reported  back  without  amendment, 
ier^wiih  a  recommendation  that  it  pass,  the  bill  to 
^emoW  a  drawback  on  foreirn  merchandise  exported 
>  "m  original  packages  to  Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe, 
in  Mexico. 

Mr.  H;  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee, 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Issuing  of  a  new  register  to, 
and  to  change  the  name  of,  the  ship  Westchester 
of  New  York,  to  that  of  the  Atlantic  of  New 
York;  which  was  read,  considered  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  ba  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Da  motion  by  Mr.  TALLMADQE,  the  papers 
of  Joseph  Robey  were  ordered  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  TALLM  ADGB  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  cammittee  on  behalf  of  claimants  to  indemnity 
for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  petition  trom  John  Bos- 
'  worth,  praying  for  a  pensiorj*,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  George 
Tayler,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  pfayiog  in- 
demnity for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  R.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Mary 
W.  Harrison,  widow  and  executrix  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Harrison,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
authorizing  the  re£ettlement  of  the  accounts  of  her 
late  husband  with  the  Government,  there  being 
many  errors  in  the  former  settlement:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

DEATH  OF  Mr.  HABERSHAM. 
A  message  was  here  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  annonncing  to  the  Senate  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Richard  W.  Habersham,  late  Rep« 
reaentative  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  pass* 
age  of  certain  resolutions;  which  message  being 
raid, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  rose  and  addre.'^sed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  In  offering  the  resolutions  which 
it  is  my  dnty  to  submit  to  the  Senate  on  this  occa- 
fiion,  the  usage  of  this  Chamber  requires  that  I 
should  accompany  them  with  some  notice,  however 
briel,  of  the  character  of  the  deceased — with  some 
reference,  howeviT  transient,  to  the  event  which 
calls  for  this  expression  of  our  sympathy. 

1 1  would  be  to  me,  sir,  a  grateful,  though  a 
melancholy  c  ffice,  to  pronounce  the  eulogy  of  my 
departed  friend  and  associate — to  dwell  with  cher- 
ished recollection  on  his  public  virtues — oahis 
private  worth — above  all,  on  that  benevolence  of 
feeling,  which  was  so  beautifully  exhibited  in  all 
his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men.  It  wouid  be 
my  privilege  to  speak  of  him  thus,  sir;  for  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  have  been  associated  with 
him  from  his  earlier  years,  in  relivtions  of  kindness 
and  amity,  which  experienced  no  solitary  interrnp  ■ 
tion  to  the  close  of  his  life;  while,  in  mutually  cherish- 
ing these  feelings,  we  only  lengthened  the  chain 
which  had  united  onr  fathers  in  like  friendly 
twftda.    Tlie  oooasioa  ia,  hofrevar,  perhaps,  in- 


appropriate to  the  expression  of  mere  private  feel- 
ing— and  I  forbear. 

Mr.  Habbbsbim  was  a  native  of  Georgia.  His 
family  name  is  associated  with  the  records  of  her 
colonization,  and  is  honorably  inscribed  on  the 
pages  of  her  provincial  annals.  It  has  been  dis- 
tinguished in  each  successive  period  of  her  history, 
and,  unsullied  by  a  spot,  will  now  be  registered  on 
the  stone  which  covers  his  own  ^remains.  In 
Georgia,  sir,  that  name  is  the  synonyme  of  patri- 
otism, integrity,  and  benevolence. 

Ur.  Habersham  was  born  in  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah— I  think  in  the  year  1786.  He  obtained  his 
collegiate  education  at  Nassau  Hall,  in  New  Jer- 
sey; received  the  honors  of  that  institution  in  1805; 
and,  returning  to  his  native  State,  after  the  usual 
coarse  of  preparatory  study,  was  called  to  the  bar. 
He  was  early  distinguished  among  his  professional 
associates,  and  was  for  a  series  of  years  the  coun- 
sel of  the  United  States  in  the  courts  of  that  dis- 
trict. He  retired  from  office,  with  the  applause  of 
the  people  of  Georgia,  when  the  duties  which  it 
imposed  conflicted  with  his  own  sense  of  jusuce 
to  a  portion  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  served  with 
reputation  in  the  municipality  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, and  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native  State, 
and  has  been  twice  honored  by  a  seat  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Union.  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary 
to  say  to  those  to  whom  I  address  myself,  that  his 
duties  here  have  been  discharged  wiih  zeal  and 
fidelity,  with  assiduity  and  intelligence,  and 
in  a  (rank  and  conciliatory  spirit,  which,  even  amid 
the  conflicts  of  party,  secured  to  him  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  his  associates.  He  died  at  his  own 
residence  in  (Georgia,  oa  the  2d  instant,  at  a  mo- 
meat  when,  but  for  the  disease  which  had  pros- 
trated him,  he  would  have  been  hastening  to  unite 
\7ith  us  in  the  duties  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Habbesram  has  now  closed  his  earthly 
labors.  Hereafter,  among  us,  he  lives  only  in  the 
memory  of  his  virtues.  These  will  be  long  held 
in  grateful  remembrance  by  those  to  whom  he  was 
most  intimately  known.  The  recollection  of  them 
will,  I  trust,  assuage  the  sorrows  of  the  widowed 
partner  of  his  lite,  and  of  that  group  of  orphans 
wbo  are  clustering  around  her  in  th<8  hour  of 
anguish. 

But  Mr.  Habeesham  yet  livef.  The  record  of 
this  probationary  life,  as  to  him,  indeed,  is  closed 
forever.  But  he  ha^  gona,  in  the  immortality  of 
his  being,  to  render  his  account  to  his  Creator  and 
his  Judge.  It  remains  to  us  to  hope  that  he  may  find 
acceptance  in  that  solemn  hour  through  the  ato- 
ning blood  of  the  Redeemer;  and  to  in^^cribe  on  our 
own  hearts  the  monitory  lesson  which  this  event 
is  calculated  to  impart. 

Mr.  B.  closed  by  offering  the  usual  resolutions 
in  testimony  of  the  respect  of  the  Senate  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  and  authorizing  the  wear- 
ing of  crape;  which  were  read,  and  unanimously 
adopted;  and,  in  accordance  with  which,  the  Senate 
forthwith  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT,  December  19, 1843. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  presented  the 
petition  of  Nathaniel  Mitchell,  praying  a  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  experiment  of 
extracting  turpentine,  in  profitable  abundance,  from 
the  pine  forest  trees  bordering  on  the  Gnlf  of  Hex- ' 
ico:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  ef  Maine  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Robert  Patterson,  and  43  others,  ship  mas- 
ters and  merchants  of  Belfast,  Maine,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  such  beacons,  spindles,  and  buoys,  on  th^ 
Muscle^ridges  in  Penobscot  Bay,  as  will  render  its 
navigation  more  safe.l 

A&>,  the  petition  of  Gkorge  Drinkwater,  and 
96  others,  of  Lincolnville,  for  the  same. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Jones,  and  40  oth- 
ers, of  Camden,  for  the  same. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Andrew  Leach,  and  61 
others,  of  Prospect,  for  the  same. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  of  Georgia  rose,  and  addressed 
the  House  as  follows: 

The  present  Congress,  it  is  believed,  has  of- 
tener  performed  the  painful  duty  of  announcing 
the  death  of  its  members,  than,  any  which  has 
preceded  it  under  the  Qovemmenu    la  the  fir&t 


week  of  our  session,  we  were  called  upon  to  pay 
the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  one 
who  died  on  his  way  to  '.he  seat  of  Govern aient,  to 
resume  his  duties  as  a  member  of  this  body;  and 
to-day,  the  daty  has  devolved  upon  me  to  comma- 
nicate  to  the  House  the  monrnful  intelligence  which 
has  reached  as,  of  the  death  of  another  member  of 
this  branch  of  the  National  Legislature.  For  some 
time  we  entertained  hopes  that  the  rumor  of  his 
death  was  unfounded;  or,  at  most,  premature.  Bat 
it  is  at  length  reduced  to  painful  certainty  that 
Richaed  W.  Habebsham  is  no  more.  He  has 
finished  his  course  on  earth;  his  seat  in  tfaii 
hall  is  vacant;  and  he  now  sleeps  in  the  silent 
tomb.  His  constitution  being  naturally  feeble, 
and  his  health  somewhat  impaired  when  he 
first  took  hi«  seat  as  a  member  of  this  body- 
added  to  the  severity  of  the  climate,  and  his  labo- 
rious and  close  attention  to  his  duties,  which 
was  more  than  he  was  able  to  endure — brought  on 
a  disease,  which  has  only  terminated  in  his  death; 
which  painful  event,  as  we  are  informed,  took 
place  at  his  residence  »in  Habersham  county, 
Georgia,  on  the  second  day  of  this  month,  S1I^ 
rounded  by  his  family  and  friends.  Mr.  Habeb- 
SHAM  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  most  hanora- 
ble  and  distinguished  families  in  Gkorgia.  He 
was  endowed  with  more  than  ordinary  powers  of 
mind,  which  was  enlarged  and  cultivated  by  a  lib- 
eral education.  Being  thus  qualified,  he  early  en- 
gaged in  public  life,  and,  by  a  long  course  of  up- 
right conduct  and  unbending  integrity,  he  acquired 
a  degree  of  confidence  which  few  attain,  and  (what 
is  still  more  rare)  which  he  never  abused.  He  has 
occupied  stations  of  honor  and  trust,  both  under 
the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  to  the  full  requisitions  of  the 
law,  and  entire  satisfaction  of  those  with  whom  he 
had  official  transaction. 

In  1838  he  was  elected  as  a  member  of  Congress, 
and  continued  in  that  character  until  his  death. 
To  you,  sir,  and  his  associates  here,  I  need  say 
nothing.  Yon  have  witnessed  his  courae^  yon  ap* 
predate  bis  worth  as  a  man,  and  his  usernlnessis 
a  member  of  this  body.  And  notwithsunding  the 
political  asperity  of  the  times  during  which  he  hat 
been  a  member-^nd  although  he  has  been  firm 
and  unwavering  in  his  political  course — ^yet  I  be- 
lieve he  never  indulged  in  a  sentiment,  or  suffered 
an  expression  to  escape  his  lips,  at  which  even  the 
most  sensitive  political  opponent  could  justly  lake 
exception.  His  errors  and  infirmities,  if  any  ht 
had — and  none  are  faultless — '*were  of  the  bead,aad 
not  of  the  heart."  He  was  amiable,  generous,  aad 
forgiving  in  his  disposition;  his  home  was  the 
centre  of  kindness  and  hospitality;  and  lids  band 
ever  open  to  the  calls  of  charity.  It  may  be  said 
of  him,  and  can  with  truth  be  said  of  him,  that 
he  has  gone,  and  left  not  an  enemy  behind  him. 
In  his  lamented  death,  Georgia  has  lost  one  of  her 
most  useful,  virtuous,  and  talented  citizens— one  of 
her  most  distinguished,  ^patriotic,  and  cherished 
sons;  and  hia  family  have  sustained  a  loss  which 
cannot  be  repaired  by  time.  "May  that  Being  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,"  comfort  aad 
sustain  them  in  this,  their  deep  afllictlon;  and  may 
this  memento  of  our .  mortality  make  a  deep  and 
lasting  impression  upon  our  hearts,  and  cause  ns 
well  to  consider  the  admonition  addressed  to  ns  in 
the  word  of  truth,  which  is  enforced  by  this  solemn 
dispensation — *'Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an 
hour  as  ye  think  not  the  son  of  man  cometh.** 

Mr.  G.  then  offered  the  usual  resolution,  vtz: 
that  thh  members,  as  a  mark  of  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  go  into  mourning,  by 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days; 
which  was  adopted;  and,  as  an  additional  mark  of 
respect  for  his  memory. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GAMBLE, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Ti7ESDAT,  December  90,  1843. 

Mr.  BENTON  prescLt<-d  a  petition  from  Maij 
W.  Thompson,  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Thomp- 
son, praying  compensation  for  certain  military  ser- 
vices of  her  late  husband,  which  remain  unpaid: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  MEREICK  presented  a   petition   ixooi 
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John  Bronangli  and  Archibald  Fleming,  praying 
indemnity  for  losses  sustained  in  carrying  the 
United  States  mail,  in  conscqaence  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  Poromae  bridge  by  a  freshet: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  Wm. 
A.  Weaver*  praying  compensation  for  work  done 
in  preparing  at  th^  State  Departmeoi  the  sixth  cen- 
sus of  the  United  SUitf  k:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  « 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Board  of  Internal  ImprovemcDt  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  praying  an  extension  of  the  time  allow- 
ed by  Jaw  for  laying  down  railroad  iron  imported 
free  of  dnty:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  the  petition  and  pa- 
pen  of  John  B  McKown  were  ordered  to  be  ta- 
ken from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  eitixens 
of  Platte  county,  Missouri,  praying  thai  a  perma* 
nent  agent  might  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  Wes- 
ton, or  some  other  convenient  point  In  Missouri, 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  such  quantity  of 
water-rotted  hemp  as  might  be  required  for  the  use 
of  the  Government:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Attleborough,  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the 
6om  of  |i,000  may  be  refunded  to  Oeneral  Jack- 
•ob:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rapt  law:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr*  MeR.  also  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Dawson,  pension  agent,  Springfield,  Illinoi!>,  ask- 
ing eompensation  for  his  services  as  agent:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Appalaehicola,  Flori- 
da»  praying  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  two  new  light-houses  on  that 
coast,  for  the  aeeommodation  of  commerce;  and 
«lso  for  the  construction  of  a  marine  hospital:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  CONRAD,  the  petition  and 
fwpers  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lusser,  for  the 
eonfirmation  of  a  grant  of  land  in  Mobile,  were 
ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  te  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  on  his  motion,  leave  was  granted  to  with- 
draw from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers  of  Wil- 
liam Dubuys. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  from  Asahel 
Brainerd,  of  Cayuga  county,  Ohio,  for  an  exten- 
iiioa  of  pension:  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  some  time  since  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  a  petition,  which  was  sow  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims,  from  Nimrod  Far- 
row, and  Richard  Harri«,  praying  compeosation  for 
constroctiog  a  fort  in  Mobile  bay.  He  now  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Israel  Ketchum,  a  sub-con- 
tractor und^r  those  persons,  praying  that  CoDgres?, 
in  nuakiog  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose,  may 
Bot  disregard  the  interests  of  the  snb-contractorsi 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tiopoliBi  praying  that  their  charter  may  be  modified 
in  such  manner  as  they  suggest,  and  whleh  expe- 
rience has  pointed  out  to  be  necessary:  refeired  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Edward 
Earle,  who  is  desirous  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  should  purchase  the  right  for  using 
bis  patent  for  preserving  wood,  which  he  alleges 
is  much  better  than  the  present  mode  of  doing  it, 
with  corrosive  sublimate:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  AiTairs*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  petition  and  papers  of 
Warebam  Kingsbury,  for  a  pension,  be  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  iceferred  to  the 
Qommittee  on  Pensions. 


Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Hetty 
Poisett,  the  widow  of  John  D.  Alveys,  for  a  pen- 
sion: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Murphy  be  taken  from 
the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 

BILLS  AND  REPORTS. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  "Nathaniel  Pryor,  deceased; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  surrender  to 
the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  the  alternate 
sections  of  certain  public  lands,  (reported  as  not 
worth  the  expenses  of  survey,)  for  the  purpose  of 
iilcreasing  the  value  of  the  vpublic  domain  con- 
tiguous;^ which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  th<*  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ja- 
diciary,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Henry  Ctuackenboss  and  others,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  ::fecretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an 
arrangement  and  compromise  with  any  of  the 
sureties  on  the  bonds  of  Ssmuel  Swartwout,  late 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
reliefof  Batbara  Spear,  the  widow  of  John  Spear, 
late  an  invalid  pensioner;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Alvo,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  regulating 
the  currency  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a. bill  making 
compensation  to  pension  agents;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  continue  the 
oflSce  of  Commissioner  of  Pensions;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  FULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana,  and  Tennessee  to  sell  the  lands 
heretofore  appropriated  for  school  purposes  in 
those  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Nourse;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  disposing  of 
the  lead-mineral  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lsnds. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  the  following  bilb;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  viz. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Vienne;  and  ' 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  B.  D4zon. 

Mr.  BATES,  on  leave,  introduced  a  till  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Ghirdner  and  others,  directors  of  an 
association  called  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Land  Company;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refers 
red  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Afl*airs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  for  a  privateer  pension; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  in  favor  of  printing  the  annual  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office; 
which  wasconcorred  in  by. the  Senate;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  five  hun- 
dred copies  additional  of  said  report  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

CLAIMANTS. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  move  that  the  memorial  and  papers  of  Sam- 
uel Brown,  late  naval  officer  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  praying  compensation  for  eitra  services,  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred. 

Mr  H.  remarked,  that  a  verbal  report  had  been 

Imade  against  the  prayer  of  this  petition,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate  previous  to  the  pwaage  of 


the  rule  of  the  last  session,  which  provided  that 
whenever  a  claim  shall  have  been  reported  sgainst, 
in  writing,  by  either  of  the  standing  committees, 
and  the  report  concurred  in  by  the  Senate,  it  should 
not  be  in  order  to  present  that  claim  to  the  consid- 
eration «f  the  Senate,  except  upon  a  new  petition 
from  the  claimant  pointing  out  an  error  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  committee,  or  presenting  new  evidence 
in  support  of  the  claim.  Mr.  H.  did  not  know 
what  course  to  take  with  reference  to  this  claim, 
and  wi&hed  to  have  the  &enre  of  the  Senate  whether 
its  pre^entaiioa  was  admissible  under  the  rule; 
the  report  against  it  being  but  a  verbal  one,  and  that 
having  been  made  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
rule. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  hereto- 
fore the  rule  had  been  construed  as  resirospective 
in  its  operation;  bot  in  this  case  a  further 
question  was2presented — whether  the  rfiU,  which 
required  a  written  report  to  be  made,  should  be 
construed  to  exclude  cases  upon  which  verbal  re- 
ports only  were  made. 

A  dtscassion  here  arose,  as  to  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  rule,  in  which  Messrs.  HUNT- 
INGTON, LINN,  KING,  CLAYTON,  and 
PHELPS  participated,  maintaining  that  the  rule 
was  intended  to  be  retrospective  in  its  operation,  to 
prevent  the  re-presentation  of  those  old  cases  so  fre- 
quently reported  against;  but  were  willing  to  make 
an  exception  to  this  case,  upon  which  a  verbal  re- 
port only  was  made,  when  a  written  report  was  re- 
q aired  by  the  rule. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  the  difficulty  could  be 
avoided  by  admitting  this  petition  by  unanimotis 
consent,  on  the  ground  of  non-compliance  with  the 
role,  which  required  a  written  report;  and  then  to 
amef^d  the  rule,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Fhblps,]  to  make  all  cases  admissi- 
ble, upon  which  no  written  report  had  been  made. 

This  suggestion  was  yielded  to,  and  the  petition 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  PHELPS  submitted  the  following: 

That  the  rule  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1842,  be  amended  by  the  following:  Provided^  That  this  rule 
ebatt  not  extent!  to  any  casee  whereon  adverse  reports,  not  in 
writing,  timj  have  been  made  previous  to  the  said  26Ui  day  of 
January,  1642. 

This  amendment  lies  over  one  day,  under  the 
rulea^ 

The  following  resolution  of  Mr.  Conrad  was 
taken  up  and  adopted,  viz: 

Reairived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  coDimunicaie  to  the  Senate  whether  any,  and  wliat,  anaount 
of  money  hasl>een  refunded  to  claimants  in  virtue  of  the  act 
entitled  '*An  act  in  relation  to  lands  held  in  the  Greensburg 
(late  S^,  Helena)  districtfin  the  State  of  LnuisiaDa,aDd  authoris. 
ing  the  resurvey  of  certain  lands  In  said  district,"  approved 
August  29, 1842;  whether,  in  anv  cases,  the  claiouiBts  nave  re- 
ceived TeimbuTsement  of  the  price  paid  by  them  for  lands  in 
complying,  or  offering  to  comply,  with  the  proviaions  of  said 
act,  and  such  reimbursement  has  been  refused,  and  the  reasons 
for  such  refusal;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  proceedings  have 
talftn  place  under  said  act.  « 

THE  AFRICiLN  SaUADRON. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Bkn- 
TON  some  days  ago,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  Sen* 
ate  whether  the  quintuple  treaty,  for  (he  suppression  of  the 
slave-truie,  has  been  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  tn  any  form  whatever;  and,  if  so,  by  whom;  for 
what  purpose;  and  what  answer  may  have  been  returned  to 
such  communication^.  Also,  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all 
the  information  which  may  have  been  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  goin^  to  show  that  the, "course  toA/cA 
this  Government  might  take  m  relation  to  eaid  treaty  has 
excited  no  small  degree  of  attention  and  discttssion  in  Eu» 
rope."  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  how  far  the  "warm  animad* 
versions,"  and  ''the  great  political  excitement"  which  this  trea- 
ty has  caused  in  Europe,  have  any  application  or  reference  (o 
these  United  States.  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  what  danger 
there  was  that  ^*the  latoa  and  the  obligation^*  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  suppreesion|of  the  slave- trade  wenld 
be  "executed  by  others"  if  we  did  not  **remove  their  pretext 
and  motive  for  violating  our  Jlag  and execttting  our  laws," 
by  enteringintothestipulationsfor  the  African  squadron,  and 
(he  remonstrating  sentences  which  are  cqntained  m  theSthand 
9th  articles  of  the  late  British  treaty.  And,  also,  to  communi- 
cateto  the  Senate  all  the  correspondence  which  may  have  been 
received  from  our  ministers  abroad,  having  relation  to  the  fore- 
going points  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  ARCHER  inquired  if  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri intended  to  make  any  remarks  on  the  aub- 

jfCll 

Mr.  BENTON  iniimatvd  that  be  did  not    con- 
ceive any  necessary,  unlesscalled  for  io'repljr. 
Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  believed  he  could  give 
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the  Senator^from  Missouri  all  ihe  ioformatioo  that 
he  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  by  (he  adoption  of 
this  resolntioD.  The  Senator  would  perceive,  by 
reference  to  the  message  of  the  President,  of  A a- 
gust  last,  common icating  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  that  an  answer  to 
the  first  branch  of  his  interrogatories  was  there 
given.  The  President  had  there  declared  that  the 
gnintaple  treaty  had  not  been  commonicated  to 
this  Qovernment  by  any  of  the  parties  to  that 
treaty.  It  was  very  tfne,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  got  information  of  the  char- 
acter of  that  treaty,  as  seemed  to  be  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  various  Governments  of  Europe;  but 
it  had  not  yet  been  officially  commnnicated. 

As  to  the  other  matters  inquired  for  by  the  reso- 
lution, the  same  answer  would,  he  thought,  equally 
apply  to  ihem.  The  Government  had  nd  other 
means  of  obtaining  information,  than  that  pos- 
sessed by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  himself. 
It  was  within  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator himself,  that— in  consequence,  perhaps,  of  the 
importance  of  the  treaty  itself,  or,  perhaps,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  attention  which  had  been  attracted 
to  it  by  General  Cass — it  had  become  a  subject  of 
discussion  and  of  animadversion  throughout  Eu- 
rope, as  well  as  the  United  Slates. 

The  next  branch  of  inquiry  contained  in  the  res- 
olution, as  he  (Mr.  Arcrkr)  understood  i',  was  in 
relation  to  the  opinion  which  had  been  expressed 
by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  as  to  the 
course  which  this  Government  ought  to  por&ue  in 
reference  to  the  slave-trade.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would 
at  least  presume  that  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  was  Indifferent,  as  he  himself  was,  as  to 
the  opinions  entertained  by  the  President  upon  this 
subject;  and  he  would  therefore  submit  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  whether  there  could  be  any  propriety 
or  necessity  for  asking  these  opinions.  He  would 
ask,  then,  inasmuch  as  there  had  been  no  official 
oommnnieation  on  the  subject  between  this  and 
any  foreign  Gh)vernment,  wherefore  should  a  call 
be  made  for  informntion  which  could  not  be  ren- 
dered? The  President  had  merely  expressed  an 
opinion  that  it  was  best  to  execute  oui^  own  laws, 
and  not  submit  to  the  indignity  of  having  them  ex- 
ecuted for  us  by  other  nations. 

The  Senator  from  Mihsouri,  he  was  sure,  would 
concur  with  him,  ihat  as  there  were  no  f aats  in  the 
possession  of  the  Executive,  which  were  not  equal- 
ly in  the  possession  of  the  Senator  himself,  there 
eould  be  Ho  necessity  for  the  resolution  of  inquiry. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  honorable  Senator  would 
be  willing  that  the  motion  which  he  was  now  about 
to  make,  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  khonld 
prevail.. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  ARCHsaJ  and  said  his  resolution  of 
inquiry  was  founded  upon  the  President'.^  message 
of  August  last,  recommending  the  ratification  of 
the  British  treaty;  and  all  the  points  of  inquiry 
made  by  him  were  found  in  that  message.  He 
would  have  made  the  call  at  the  last  session,  when 
the  treaty  was  ratified;  but  there  was  no  time  for 
it.  The  treaty  came  at  the  end  of  a  nine  months' 
session,  in  the  midst  of  the  dog-days,  and  when 
there  was  no  time  for  inquiries.  But  the  appro- 
priations for  the  treaty  were  still  to  be  made;  and 
the  information  he  wanted,  would  be  used  when 
the  supplies  for  the  African  squadron  were  de- 
manded. The  message  says  the  quintuple  alliance 
was  not  qfficialhf  communicated  to  the  Government. 
This  implies  that .  it  was  unefficially  commnni- 
cated; and  if  so,  the  country  ought  to  know  by 
whom,  and  for  what  purpose.  The  message 
speaks  of  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that  treaty,  as 
being  the  subject  of  attention  and  discussion  in 
Europe;  and  telU  us  of  warm  animadversions,  and 
great  political  excitement,  in  relation  to  it.  Of 
coarse,  it  Is  the  parties  to  this  quintuple  treaty — the 
holy  allies — who  are  giving  us  this  attention,  and 
making  us  the  subject  of  this  discussion;  who  be- 
stow this  animadversion,  and  experience  this  great 
excitement;— and  it  is  cerrainly  right  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Uoited  States  should  know  what  all  this 
portends;  and  how  far  the  affairs  of  the  United 
8:ate8^  are  taken  into  the  keeping  of  the  holy 
allies.  The  message  also  present?,  as  an  ar- 
pmeiic  for   the  A&k»a  squadioui  that  others 
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would  execute  eur  laws  if  we  did  not;  and 
execute  them  in  a  way  to  violate  our  flag. 
This  is  presented  as  an  argument  to  operate  on 
the  mind  of  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  the  rati- 
fication, when  it  might  be  an  argument  against 
carrying  it  into  effect;  for  this  country  was  not  to 
be  dragooned  into  an  alliance.  The  whole  case, 
as  made  out  in  the  President's  message  of  August 
last,  went  to  show  that  the  holy  allies  bad  taken 
our  conduct  into  their  consideration;  and  ihatQreat 
Britain  was  going  to  execute  our  laws  for  us,  if 
we  did  not  execute  them  ourselves;  and  that  this 
squadron  and  these  remonstrating  ambassadors 
were  the  price  which  we  paid  to  appease  the  holy 
allies,  and  to  escape  seaich  from  Great  Britain. 
This  was  the  aspect  of  the  message;  and  he  wished 
to  know  whether  there  were  facts  to  justify  it.  If 
there  were,  he  thought  it  a  case  for  resistance,  not 
for  submission. 

Mr.  ARCHER  desired  to  say  a  single  word,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  to  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, and  to  the  Senate.  He  presumed  no  one 
would  contend  that  it  comported  with  the  dignity  of 
that  body  to  make  a  call  upon  the  Executive  for 
information,  when  they  were  sufficiently  advised 
that  no  information  could  be  obtained.  And,  to  be 
convinced  that  none  could  be  obtained,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  message  of  the  President. 
What,  then,  was  the  object  of  this  resolution? 
Was  it  a  resolution  of  crimination?  The  Senator 
was  informed  that  there  had  been  no  communica- 
tion made  to  this  Government  by  the  parries  to  the 
quintuple  treaty!  how,  then,  could  be  expect  toob- 
tain  the  information  he  asked? 

[Mr.  A.  here  read  a  portion  of  the  message,] 
He  would  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senator  him- 
self, whether  it  was  not  just  as  much  within  his 
own  knowledge,  as  within  that  of  theGK)vernment, 
Ihat  there  had  been  warm  animadversions  and 
strong  political  excitement  throughout  Europe  in 
relation  to  that  treaty.  It  had  been  in  France — 
00 e  of  the  greatest  nations  in  the  world—- a  subject 
of  such  violent  political  excitement,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  actually,  as  he  had  been  informed, 
determined  to  renounce  all  participation  in  it. 
Could  there  be  any  higher  evidence  than  this  that 
the  comments  of  the  President  were  founded  upon 
the  facts  connected  with  this  subjeoi?  Was  there 
anything  more  notorious  than  the  high  slate  of  po- 
litical excitement  which  this  very  subject  had  pro- 
duced in  Eurdpe?  The  President  had  slated  this 
fact,  and  given  his  own  opinion  upon  it.  And  he 
(Mr.  A.)  confessrd  he  thought  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  would  have  concurred  with  him 
in  the  opinion,  that  if  they  were  to  have  laws  or 
provisions  formed  in  reference  to  their  obligations 
towards  other  nations,  th$y  should  at  least  take  up- 
on themselves  the  execution  of  those  laws.  Did 
the  honorable  Senator  de-sire  to  be  understood  as 
urging  it  as  a  ground  of  demerit  in  the  President, 
Ihat  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  should  be  the 
sole  executors  of  pur  own  laws-^that  we  should 
ourselves  give  them  force  and  efficacy?  Did  the 
mere  expression  of  this  abstract  opinion  involve 
the  inference  which  the  honorable  Senator  intend- 
ed to  draw,  that  there  bad  been — what?  That 
there  had  been  efforts  on  the  part  of  tbisGtoverement 
to  obtain  assistance  from  other  powers  in  the  exe- 
cution of  our  own  laws?  There  was  not  the  least 
ground  for  such  a  presumption. 

How  could  the  Government,  by  any  possibility, 
furnish  the  evidence  demanded  by  the  honorable 
Senator,  when  they  were  told  by  the  Executive 
that  he  had  had  no  negotiations  upon  the  subject 
with  any  power  whatever?  There  being,  then,  no 
information  in  the  possession  of  the  Government 
going  to  answer  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  reso- 
lution, he  would  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator 
whether  it  was  fl*  that  they  should  send  a  crimina- 
tory or  a  vindictive  resolution  to  the  President.  He 
would  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senator,  if  it  was 
really  information  that  be  sought.  The  honorable 
Senator  knew  full  weUihere  was  no  information 
ihat  he  could  receivc^His  object,  then,  with  all 
due  respect  to  the  honorable  Senator,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
must  suppose  was  merely  to  utter  a  denunciation 
against  the  Executive.  This  being  bis  view  of  the 
case,  he  felt  botiud  to  move  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  opon  the  table. 


Mr.  KING  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to 
postpone  its  consideration,  and,  in^  the  mean  time^ 
order  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  intended  no  discourtesy 
towards  any  honorable  Senator;  and  if  any  one 
desired  to  discuss  the  resolution  farther,  he  would 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  he  wanted  the  in- 
formation, not  for  crimination,  but  for  use  on  the 
discussion  of  the  appropriation.  Everything  ia 
relatioif  to  the  origin  and  cause  of  this  African 
squadron  would  then  be  wanting;  for  be,  for  one, 
meant  to  resist  the  appropriations  for  this  African 
crusade.  He  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Archsr]  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  he 
wanted  the  opinions  of  the  Administration.  Not 
80.  He  had  their  opinions  in  the  August  message; 
and  he  wished  to  see  whether  they  had  any  fads 
for  the  opinions  they  then  delivered.  He  wished 
to  see  if  the  holy  allies  were  animadverting  upon 
us,  and  whether  Great  Britain  intended  to  search 
our  ships  if  we  did  not  join  her  in  the  African  alli- 
ance. This  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Admin- 
istration; and  Mr.  B.  wished  tosee  if  they  had  any 
foundation  for  it.  With  this  view,  he  called  for 
all  the  information  they  possessed,  and  especially 
for  the  correspondence  of  our  ministers  abroad. 
He  felt  certain  that  those  ministers  ihust  have  writ- 
ten on  the  subject.  It  eould  not  be  supposed  that 
the  President  had  founded  his  communication  to 
the  Senate  on  coffee-house  discussion^,  or  on  news- 
paper discussions,  or  even  on  the  debates  of  the 
French  Chambers:  there  was  nothing  in  all  that  to 
alarm  ns,  or  to  show  that  the  holy  allies  were  oc- 
cupying themselves  with  our  affairs.  The  Presi- 
dent must  have  had  official  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  even  if  he  had  no  official  eommunieation 
of  the  treaty:  and  he  wished  to  see  that  corres- 
pondence. He  had  a  right  to  see  it,  and  should  in- 
sist upon  his  right. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  paragraphs  from  the  Presi- 
dent's message  of  August  last;  and  argued  that 
every  inquiry  was  bottomed  upon  the  message,  and 
proper  for  the  information  of  Congress  and  the 
country.    The  paragraphs  were  as  follows: 

"It  is  known  that,  in  December  Ia«t,  a  treaty  WMurped  in 
London,  by  the  repreflentatiros  of  England,  France,  RoMiB, 
PruMla,  and  Austria,  having  for  its  profeMed  dbjeet  a  mxm^ 
and  united  efibrtof  the  five  powers  to  put  an  end  u)  the  traffic. 
This  treaty  was  not  officially  commnnicated  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States;  but  its  provisions  and  stipuIaUona  are  sap- 
posed  to  be  accurately  Icoown  to  the  public.  It  is  undemood 
to  be  not  yet  ratified  on  the  part  of  France. 

**No  application  or  request  has  been  made  to  this  Ck>vem> 
ment  to  become  party  to  this  treaty;  but  the  eoune  it  might 
take  in  regard  to  i(,  hoe  excited  no  email  degree  of  attention 
and  discueeionin  Europe^  ae  the  principle  upon  which  it  i§ 
founded^  and  the  etipulations  tohich  it  eanta»n«,  have  eaund 
»arm  {uufnadvereiona  and  great  political  escitemewt. 

"In  my  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  sessioa 
of  Congress,  I  endeavored  to  state  the  principles  whi^  tliis 
Government  supports  respecting  theri^ht  of  search  and  the 
immunity  of  flags.  Desirous  of  maintaming  those  principles 
fully,  at  the  same  time  that  existing  obligations  should  be  ful* 
filled,  I  have  thought  it  most  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  the  country  that  it  should  execute  ite  own  law»t  cmd 
perform  its  own  obUgationa,  by  ita  own  meanaitnditeown 
power.  The  examination  or  visitation  of  the  merchant  vessels 
of  one  nation,  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  for  any  purpose,  ex- 
cept those  knovm  and  acknowled^d  by  the  law  of  natMDs, 
under  whatever  restraints  or  reflations  it  may  take  place,  may 
lead  to  dangerous  results.  It  te/ar  better^  by  other  meane^ 
to  eupertede  any  supposed  necessity^  or  any  motive^  for  such 
examination  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  merchant  vsasel 
by  an  armed  cruiser,  is  always  a  delicate  proceedinc,  apt  to 
touch  the  point  of  national  honor,  as  well  as  to  affect  me  Uiter* 
ests  of  individuals.  It  has  been  thought^  therefore^  expedient^ 
not  only  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  o/ 
Ohentf  du/,  at  the  same  tfme,  as  removing  all  pretext  on  the 
part  of  others  for  vioUUing  the  immunitifs  of  the  American 
flag  upfin  the  seas^  as  they  exist  and  are  defined  by  the  law  of 
nationst  to  enter  into  the  articles  now  submitted  to  Ike  Senate, 

Mr.  B.  said  these  paragraphs  presented  grave 
matter  fur  the  consideration  of  the  Congress  and 
the  country.  They  were  grarely  presented  to  the 
Senate,  to  influence  its  action  on  the  treaty;  and, 
from  the  case  which  they  present,  it  is  perfectly 
^  clear  that  this  squadron  is  our  tribute  in  men  ana 
ships  to  appease  the  holy  allies,  and  to  preyent 
Great  Britain  from  searching  us.  It  is  clear,  from 
these  paragraphs,  that  this  five  years*  alliance  is  the 
price  which  we  pay  for  these  favors.  Now,  it 
might  or  it  might  not  be  so.  In  either  event,  we 
have  a  right  to  know;  and  in  either  event,  the  ad- 
ministration is  on  the  horn  of  a  dilemma.  If  die 
holy  allies  and  Great  Britain  are  guing  to  take  ns 
in  hand  if  we  do  not  give  them  this  squad- 
ron, then  it  ^as  cowardice  and  nattonal  degrn* 
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daiion  to  give  it.  if,  on  the  oiher  band,  the  holy 
allies  have  no  design*  upon  u?,  and  Great  Briiain 
has  no  design  to  search  us,  if  we  do  not  search 
oarselTes,  then  the  Senate  has  been  trifled  wiih, 
and  considerations  brought  to  bear  upon  them 
which  have  no  foondaiicn  in  fact.  In  either  case, 
we  have  a  right  to  know  the  facu.  Has  Great 
Britain  threatened  nsl  Have  the  holy  allies  taken 
onr  oondaet  in  hand?  These  are  the  questions 
which  arise  on  the  Presidenfb  message;  and  let  ns 
have  them  answered.  Let  us  have  the  correspond- 
ence of  our  ministers,  if.  there  is  any.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Yirginia  undertake  to  say  for  the  ad- 
ministration, that  they  have  no  such  correspon- 
denoel  [Mr.  AacHBa  was  understood  to  answer 
negatively.]  Then  let  the  administration  answer ! 
A3  the  case  now  stands,  we  have  given  this 
squadron  under  a  threat-sunder  the  threat  of 
seeing  Great  Britain  execute  onr  anii-slave>trade 
laws  for  us,  if  we  do  not  execute  them  ourselves; 
upon  the  same  principle  that  she  executes  our  neu- 
trality laws  for  us  on  the  Canadian  frontier.  The 
excose-^no,  not  the  excuse !  for  she  does  not  de-. 
aeendlo  excuse,but  boldly  jusiifiesi— the  justification 
for  the  attack  on  the  Caroline  was,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  did  not,  or  could  not,  execute  its  own 
laws  on  that  frontier;  and,  therefore,  Great  Britain 
was  nnder  the  necessity  of  executing  ihem  for  us. 
This  is  the  language'^  with  respsct  to  the  Canada 
frontier j  and,  from  the  tenor  of  the  message,  we 
have  the  same  language  in  relation  to  the  coast  of 
Africa.  By  land  and  by  water— at  home  and 
abroad-^Great  Britain  undertakes  to  execute  our 
laws  for  ns,and  to  punish  our  citizens  for  nsl  and, 
from  the  termination  of  the  Schlosser  affair, 
SQd  this  African  tribute  in  men  and  ships,  it  seems 
that  the  present  Administration  admits  her  preten- 
sion in  both  cases.  Bat,  let  us  see.  Let  us  have 
the  facts — the  correspondence;  and  let  the  country 
judge  whether  we  have  really  been  menaced,  or 
whether  onr  Administration  have  taken  fright  at 
nothing. 

Mn  ARCHER  assenting  to  the  suggestion  of 
postpojDifig  the  resolution  to  Thur{»day,  on  motion 
to  that  effect,  the  resolution  was  postponed  to 
Thatsdav  next,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  observed  that  there  was  a 
bill,  which  the  House  had  passed,  now  rn  the  ta- 
ble awaiting  the  action  of  the  Senate.  He  hoped 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  taking  it  up  with  a 
view  to  reference. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  in  relation  to 

the  lands  granted  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  in 

»   the  State  of  Kentucky  (amendatory  of  the  lavv) 

was  taken  up,   read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day: 

Betolvedi  Ttul  tlie  Gotnmiitee  on  Retrenctiment  be  instructed 
to  inquire  and  leponto  the  Senate  the  number  ofclerlts  of  com- 
mittees who  have  been  afppoinled  and  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  Uie  Senate,  daring  the  lant  and  present  Congress; 
Mieamoaot  so  paid  to  such  clerks,  and  the  rate  of  compensa- 
tion; and  whether  any,  and  what,  otlier  moUe.can,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  be  adopted,  by  which  a  more  general,  and 
equal,  and  efTectual  aid  to  all  the  committees  of  the  Senate  may 
be  secured  in «  more  reasonable  form,  and  on  more  economical 
terms. 

The  joint  resolution  of  ihe  House  to  amend  tue 
19:h  joint  rule  was  then  taken  up;  aud,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  BARROW  to  that  effect,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr-  HUNTINGTON  said  there  was  an  en- 
grossed bill  on  the  table,  which  might  be  taken  up 
and  disposed  of  in  a  tew  moments;  as  he  did  not 
suppose  there  would  be  any  discission  or  oppoi^i- 
ticn  in  relation  to  it.  It  was  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  yesterday,  changing  the  n^me  of  a  res- 
sel  from  "Westchester"  to  '*Ailaniic," 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  communicaiion  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  then  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moyed  an  adjournment. 


Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  it  was  desirable  the 
Senate  should  go  into  executive  session  for  a  few 
moments.  ^  / 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was'  negatived — ayes  12, 
noes  15. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT- 
INGTON, went  into  executive  session;  and  aAer  a 
short  time  spent  therein,     ' 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuBSDAT,  December  90, 1843. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  presentedtho  petition  of  Hill- 
yard  Shaw,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  Colman  for  bounty 
land  or  other  remuneration. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Moses  Turner  for  arrears 
of  pension;  which  were  severally  jreferred  to  their 
appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  GASEV  presented  the  petition  ef  J.  "Child- 
ers  of  Lawrence  county,  lUinnis,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  pension;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Committee  oii  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  BARTON  presented  the  petition  of  nu- 
merous citizens  of  Hampshire  county,  Virginia, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presenjfd  the  petitions  of  John 
N.  Swasey,  and  28  oiher  shipmas:ers  and  mer- 
chants of  Bucksporr,  Maine;  of  Andrew  Peters,  and 
34  other  shipmasters  and  merchants  of  Ellsworth, 
Maine;  and  of  James  S.  Pike,  and  29  other  ship- 
masters and  merchants  of  Calai<i,  Maine:  all 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of 
beacons,  spindles,  and  buoys  on  the  Muscle  ridges 
upon  the  coast  of  Maine;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  o^  Commerce. 

MUTINY  AND  EXECUTIONS  ON  BOAtfD 
THE  BRIG  SOMERS. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  the  permission  of  the  House 
to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  Uie  President  of  the  United  State*  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  whatever  official  infor- 
mation may  have  been  received  at  the  Navy  Department  rela- 
tive to  the  alleged  design  of  mutiny  on  board  the  United  States 
brig  Somers,  under  the  command  of  Alexander  Slidell  McKen* 
zle;  and  what  number  of  persons  have  Deen  executed  for  said 
offence;  their  names  and  rank;  and  the  proceedings  which 
were  had  on  board  of  said  vessel  in  reference  thereto. 

^  Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Mis* 
sissippi,  that,  as  a  court  of  inquiry  was  to  be  called, 
from  which  official  information  would  be  received 
in  a  very  few  weeks,  it  would  be  belter  to  postpone 
his  resolution  until  the  court  had  been  held. 

Mr.  GWIN  intimated  his  intention  to  press  his 
resolution,  that  the  necessary  information  might  be 
got  from  the  President. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  gentleman  could  not  obtain 
any  information  in  that  way. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  and  other  gentlemen 
made  remarks  which  did  not  reach  the  reportcr*<i 
desk. 

.  Mr.  GWIN  moved  a  suspension  f{  the  rules 
for  the  reception  of  bis  resolution,  to  which  objec- 
tion had  been  made. 

The  motion  was  negatived- 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose 
of  proceediog  with  the  consideration  of  the  general 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  if  the  bill  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law  was  not  the  special  order  for 
this  day. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative;  the  bill 
having  been  merely  postponed  to  this  day. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
going  into  committeer 

Mr.  H.  observed  that  he  supposed,  if  the  Hou'p 
refused  to'go  into  committee,  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  take  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  in  the 
a£Birmativc. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  an^',  ixi- 
ing  uken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  89,  nays  98. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committee  ef 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  that  the  House 
take  up  the  bill  to'  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  briefly  stated  some  rea- 
sons which  had  prompted  his  action  in  this  matter, 
but  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  and  amidst  a  deaf- 
ening horn  ihreughout  the  House,  which  overpow- 
ered the  honorable  gentlcipan's  voice.  He  was 
understood  to  say  that  be  voted  for  the  bankrupt 
law  when  it  was  pasted,  for  the  relief  of  bankrupts 
whose  misfortanes  were  brought  upon  them  with- 
out any  fault  of  their  own,  but  by  the  fault  of  the 
(Government.  His  object,  then,  was  to  relieve  the 
country  from  the  di^-tres8e8  in  which  it  was  then 
involved;  but  he  did  not,  so  far  as  he  was  concern-/ 
ed,  design  it  to  be  a  permanent  measure.  He  was 
in  favor  of  limiting  it  to  one  year  at  the  time  of  its 
passagei  but  he  did  not  press  bis  views  on  that 
point  at  that  time,  because  he  desired  the 
passage  of  the  law,  and  such  a  limitation  might 
have  endangered  its  passage.  He  now  offered 
this  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law, 
because  he  conceived  it  to  be  destroying  con- 
fidence between  man  and  man;  and  seemed  to 
be  a  shelter  for  those  who  were  disposed  to  live 
without  labor.  Its  future  operation  he  looked  upon 
as  injurious;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  engraft 
any  amendment  upon  the  present  act  which  woujd 
diminish  its  evils.  He  said  he  did  not  propose 
to  commit  this  bill,  because  he  was  in  favor  of  a  to- 
tal repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  and  therefore  its 
committal  wat-  unnecessary.  If,  however,  such  a 
motion  should  be  made,  he  should  consider  it  a 
test  question  between  those  who  desired  the  con- 
tinuance, and  those  who  desired  the  repeal  of  that 
law. 

Mr.  BARNARD  observed  that  the  fate  of  the 
27ih  Congress  seemed  to  be  a  very  peculiar  and  a 
very  hard  one.  This  Congress  was  composed  of 
two  parties;  the  lines  of  difierence  between  which 
were  drawn,  perhaps,  more  distinctly  than  between 
any  two  parties  that  ever  existed  in  this  country. 
One  of  these  parties  was  in  a  decided  majority  of 
that  House — numbering  some  thirty  or  forty  votes 
of  a  majority.  The  executive  power  of  the  conn- 
try  also  was  19  the  hands  of  one  holding  opinions 
in  accordance  with  those  of  the  majority.  Before 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  however,  for  the  first 
time  for  the  transaction  of  business,  after  its  elec- 
tion, misfortune  had  fallen  upon  the  dominant 
party;  they  lost  their  own  Present,  and  the  con- 
stitutional incumbent  of  the  Presidential  office  was 
not  disposed  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  majority. 
A  portion^  also,  of  their  own  friends  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  departed  from  them,  and  joined 
themse'ves  with  the  Executive,  who  was  of  course 
supported  by  the  whole  body  of  the  opposition.  In 
that  way,  and  under  those  circumstances,  we  came 
(said  Mr.  B.)  to  the  transaction  of  the  public  busi- 
ness. We  struggled  with  difficulties  from  the  first 
moment  of  our  existence,  and  have  never  ceased 
to  struggle  with  difficulties  to  this  day.  Oar  condi- 
tion was  like  that  of  the  poor  wretch  Sysiphus— con- 
demned to  roll  an  enormous  stone  up  a  steep  ac- 
clivity, only  to  find  some  obstacle  in  our  way,  by 
which  our  labors  and  ourselves  were  to  be  tumbled 
down  to  the  bottom  a^ain.  But  all  this  (said  Mr. 
B.)  was  our  misfortune,  and  not  our  fault;  and 
amidst  all  our  difficulties  we  certainly  succeeded  in 
passing  f ome  good  measures.  •  At  the  extra  session 
we  passed  the  law  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  States,  and  we  pAssed  the 
bankrupt  law.  At  the  last  session,  we  pasr^ed  the 
districting  law,  and  we  also  passed  the  tarifi*  law. 
What  was  to  remain  of  all  these,  and  many  other 
measures,  at  the  close  of  the  constitutional  term  of 
existence  of  the  present  Congress,  no  man  could 
tell.  One  thing  was  sure^the  land-distribution 
law  was  gone  already;  the  congressional  district- 
ing law  was  in  danger;  while  the  tariff  law  was 
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proposed  to  be  moderated  and  modified  oat  of  all 
)iv  protective  character;  and  now,  at  last,  came  the 
I  ill  to  repeal  the  bankropt  Uw^moved,  too,  by 
one  of  the  original  friends  of  that  measure.  For 
one,  (said  Mr.  B.)  I  could  stand  all  the  injuries  our 
enemies  are  doing  us;  but  it  is  hard  to  receiTe  such 
blows  at  the  hands  of  our  friends.  What  an  extra- 
ordinary spectacle  (said  Mr.  B.)  do  we  now  present 
to  the  American  people !  This  motion  for  a  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law  came  from  V^monr,  and  from 
his  excellent  and  learned  friend  from  that  State, 
[Mr.  EvBrncrr,]  wjio  took  the  pains  to  declare,  at 
this  and  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that,  upon 
the  whole,  the  bankrupt  act  was  the  best  and  wisest 
law  that  Congress  had  erer  pavsed.  Now^  it  was 
to  be  repealed  upon.the  motion  of  the  -very^gentle- 
loan  who  had  made  this  eulogium.  Considering  the 
source  from  which  that  motion  emanated,  and  con- 
sidering the  sort  of  support  which  it  was  about  to 
receive,  it  struck  his  mind  as  one  of  the  most  alarm- 
^'ng  movements  he  bad  ever  witnessed  in  the  political 
world  It  went  far  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge 
so  often  made  against  this  nation — that  its  legislation 
Was  destined  to  be  unstable;  not  guided  and  governed , 
as  it  oaght  to  be,  by  the  settled,  well-considered, 
well  digested  opinions  of  the  people  of  the  country; 
but  that  it  was  destined  to  be  disturbed  by  every 
wave  of  popular  sentiment — to  follow,  in  short,  not 
only  the  shinings  and  turnings  of  popular  senti- 
ment, but  popular  error  and  popular  delusion. 
That  such  a  thing  as  popular  error  and'populpr 
delusion  existed,  a«  well  in  this  country  as  in 
others,  he  was  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to  say.  By 
unsettled,  ill-digested  popular  opinion,  he  never 
had  been— and  so  help  him  Godl^nover  would  be 
governed. 

But  Vermont  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  and,  therefore,  it  was  to  be  repealed. 
Vermont  was  a  creditor  State-^she  was  in  the 
happy  condition  of  owing  nobody,  and  everybody 
was  indebted  to  her;  and  her  Legislature,  at  its 
last  session,  passed  a  resolution  instructing  her 
Senators,  and  requesting  her  Representatives,  in 
<?ongress,  to  procure  the  repeal  of  that  law.  He 
denied  the  right  of  Vermont  to  dictate  to  Congress 
upon  this  subject,  or  upon  any  other.  She  might 
express  her  opinions,  it  was  true;  but  the  opinions 
that  governed  here  were  those  of  the  members  of  the 
National  Legislature,  and  not  those  of  the  mem- 
bers of  her  State  Legislature.  He  was  utterly  hos- 
tile to  this  doctrine  ef  instroctibn,  let  it  come  from 
what  source  it  might,  avowed  or  not  avowed. 
IV bat  security  was  there  for  legislation,  if  the  rep- 
resentatives of  a  State — the  very  same  mien — were 
10  be  governed  one  day  by  one  set  ofT>pinions,  and 
another  day  by  another,  just  as  the  waves  of  pop- 
ular sentiment  ebbed  and  flowed.  Vermont  did 
not,  it  seemed,  like  to  see  her  debtors  escape,  and, 
in  common  with  i^ost  all  other  creditors,  she  had 
a  very  great  reluMnce  to  see  the  dead  body  o 
debt  buried  out  of  her  si^t.  Well,  this  might  be 
a  very  natural  feeliDg;  but  it  was  a  morbid  one, 
which  ought  not  to  be  encouraged.  Creditors  were 
not  buzzards,  to  feed  on  carrion;  and  be  did  not 
want  to  sre  thes^  dead  bodies  kept  above  ground 
till  they  tainted  the  whole  atmosphere. 

He  had  remarked  that  he  could  not  see  any  se- 
curity for  legislation  in  the  country,  unless  party 
and  party  men  were  to  be  precluded  from  influen- 
cing it  to  snit  their  temporary  purposes.  If  they 
r  ould  notbe,then  thelegislationof  the  country  would 
be  blown  about  by  erery  populai  gale.  Unless  the 
Representatives  would  abide  by  their  own  opinions 
afier  having  cnce  promulgated  them,  he  was  free 
to  declare  th.nt  there  could  be  no  stability  in  the 
policy  of  the  country. 

Bat  his  excellent  friend  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Kverett]  had  discovered  that  the  bankrupt  law 
had  .performed-itfi  office;  that  it  had  fulfilled  its  ob- 
jects, and  therefore  ought  to  be  repealed.  He 
farther  avowed,  that  it  was  his  opinion  at  the  time 
the  act  was  passed,  that  it  should  have  been  limited 
to  the  term  of  one  year;  that  it  ought  to  be  a  tem- 
porary law.  What  was  a  temporary  law?  What 
was  it  but  repudiation  in  its  most  odious  form*- 
repudiation  by  individuals  of  their  own  debts  at 
their  own  time;  a  proclamation  by  debtors  of  a 
jubilee — not  like  that  of  the  Jew.s,  which  occurring 
^  at  regular  and  stated  periods,  creditors  as  well  aa 


debtors  could  prepare  themielves  for—but  a  jubilee 
the  time  of  which  was  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
debtors  themselves.  Such  a  bankrupt  law  was  not 
the  establishment  of  a  rule  of  law; 'it  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  excep'ion  to  a  rule  of  law,  in  tne 
face  of  the  law  itself.  It  was  a  law  by  which  you 
open  the  prison  doors,  and  let  loose  those  confined 
at  the  moment;  though  at  the  next  day  the  jails  may 
be  as  full  as  ever— and  of  those,  too,  who  are  not 
to  be  set  at  liberty.  Was  that  a  bankrupt  law 
in  the  understanding  of  the  Constitution?  The 
Censiitution  authorized  Congress  to  pass  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy:  but  could  a 
law  of  a  year's  duration  be  called  a  uniform  law? 
Ii  was  not  law,  because  it  was  not  a  rule  of  conduct 
afifecting  all  alike;  but  it  was  a  mere  partial  arbi- 
trary act  of  arbitrary  power,  interposing  between 
the  creditor  and  his  debtor,  U>  breakup  for  the  time 
being  the  relations  between  them,  and  to  takeaway 
the  power  which  the  law  gave  the  former  over  the 
latter.  In  this  way,  the  creditor,  in  his  turn,  might 
be  ruined  and  driven  to  bankruptcy;  though, 
in  consequence  rf  the  temporary  nature  of  the  law, 
he  would  be  precluded  from  its  benefits.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  any 
such  law.  It  had  the  power  to  pass  a  permanent 
and  uniform  law,  and  he  admitted  that  it  had  the 
power  to  repeal  it;  but  it  had  no  power  to  pass  a 
bankrupt  law  that  was  not  permanent  and  uniform. 
Such  a  bankropt  law  as  was  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution  would  have  the  tendency  to  prevent 
bankruptcy;  but  a  temporary  law,  such  as  was  con- 
templated by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  would 
have  the  tendency  to  encourage  l)aDkruptcy,  and., 
to  encourage  extravagance  and  speculation,  by  the 
hope  held  out  that  a  proclamation  of  jubilee  would 
be  made  to  free  debtors  for  the  time  being  from  the 
pow^r  of  their  creditors. 

If,  then,  this  bankrupt  law  was  to  be  repealed, 
let  it  be  because  it  was  inexpedient;  because,  such 
a  law  ought  never  to  have  been  passed;  but,  for 
Heaven^  sake,  do  not  let  it  be^epealed  on  the 
ground  that  it  has  accomplished  the  object  for 
which  it  was  enacted. 

Mr.  B.  ;aid  he  had  no  manner  of  doubt  but  that 
very  much  of  the  influence  which  was  abroad  in 
the  country,  and  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  House 
at  the  time  the  bankrupt  law  was  passed,  was  that 
of  individuals,  who,  if  they  did  not  then  hold  the  sen- 
timents advanced  now  by  his  friend  from  Vermont, 
were  yet  willing  to  receive  the  benefits  of  them; 
in  other  words,  they  were  willing  that  a  temporary 
law  should  be  passed  to  relieve  them  from  their 
embarrassments,  to  be  repealed  or  to  expire  at  the 
time  they  came  to  be  creditors.  He  prayed  and 
besought  gentlemen,  therefore,  if  they  meant  to 
vote  for  the  repeal,  to  put  their  votes  on  better 
grounds  than  those  of  his  friend  from  Vermont. 
Let  the  law  be  repealed,  if  it  is  to  be  repealed,  be- 
cause it  is  a  bad  law;  but  do  not  let  it  be  repealed 
because  it  was  intended  as  a  temporary  measure, 
and  because  it  has  fulfilled  its  objects. 

But  why  should  the  bankrupt  law  be  repealed? 
He  addressed  himself  to  those  who  had  been  its 
friends.  What  was  the  greatest  objection  to  the 
measure,  in  the  minds  of  intelligent  men,  at  the  time 
of  its  passnge?  Was  it  not  because  of  its  retro- 
spective operation,  violating,  in  their  opinions,  one 
of  th&  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  by  impairing 
the  obligation  of  coi^tracLv?  That  objection  was 
now  almost  removed.  The  force  of  the  bankrupt 
law  in  regard  to  old  cases  was  almost  spent; 
and  it  was  now  al>out  to  commence  its  most  whole- 
some and  beneficent  functions,  by  operating;  on 
cases  which  have  arisen  since  its  enactment.  The 
constitutional  objection  was,  therefore,  no  long?r 
in  force. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  B.,  show- 
ing the  benefits  derived,  and  to  be  derived,  from  the 
bankrupt  act,  he  concluded  by  moving  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
wiih  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  that 
part  of  the  law  providing  for  voluntary  bankrupt, 
cy,  and  to  provide  that  this  shall  take  place  in  18 
months  from  the  passage  of  ihe  act. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  Houpe  was  aware  that,  in  the 
other  breach  of  Congress,  a  resolution  had  been 
adopted  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  Stale  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  this  subject;  and  ht  hoped 


that  the  House  would  wait  till  that  information  was 
received,  and  not,  by  precipitate  legislation,  run  the 
risk  of  committing  an  act  of  cruelty  and  injustice. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INOER80LL  said  he  should  like  to 
move  the  adoption  of  instructions  to  the  committee, 
in  case  the  bill  were  referred  to  their  consideration. 
He,  therefore,  sent  to  the  Chair  the  followiBg  in- 
structions: 

*'And  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
report  a  bill  excluding  the  vohnUsm  provision  from 
the  present  bankrupt  ac^  and  including  banks.'* 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  whether  the  motion 
was  in  order;  to  which 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  afllrmative. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL  modified  his instiroetions, 
by  striking  out  the  word  hanktf  and  substituting  the 
words  trading  eorporaUfmi* 

Mr.  WINTHROP  said  that,  however  calculated 
the  motion  was  to  produce  a  wide  discussion,  he  had 
a  strong  presentiment  that  the  present  debate  would 
not  be  long.  It  seemed  that  summary  execution 
was  to  be  applied  to  this,  the  last  act  of  that  ill- 
fated  extra  session.  Its  sentence  had  been  pro- 
nounced before  arguments  at  law;  judgment  was 
to  be  first  carried  out,  and  a  hearing  had  aAer wards. 
Indeed,  be  feared  that  there  was  an  impatience  and 
an  indisposition  to  hear  at  all,  either  before  or  aHer 
judgment  For  himself,  he  had  no  disposition 
to  speak  at  length;  for  the  subject  had  already 
been  nearly  exhausted  by  the  remarks  of  his  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Baknird;]  nor  would  he 
impugn  the  course  taked  by  his  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  EvbrbttJ  who  no  doubt  iicted  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  hie  constituents.  He  only  wished 
to  explain  simply  the  reasons  which  should  induce 
him  to  vote  against  the  repeal  of  this  law,  repre- 
senting as  he  did  a  great  commercial  community. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  enact  a  bankrupt 
law  was  not  implied  merely,  but  was  found  in  the 
category  of  those  clearly  expressed  and  enumerated 

Eowers  about  which  there  was  no  dispute.  Now, 
e  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  exereise  its 
power ;  and  not  to  exercise  it,  a  positive  neglect 
and  omis8ion-.-not  less  than  it  would  be  to  omit 
to  exercise  the  power  given  to  regulate  commerce, 
establish  courts,  coin  money,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  of  the  country,  and,  in  short,  any 
other  power  expressed  among  those  named  in  the 
Constitution.  He  was  aware  that  it  had  been  sug- 
gested by  his  friend  frouTVermont,  [Mr.  Evsbktt,] 
that  though  the  present  law  might|  be  replied, 
another  might  be  enacted.  But  when  would^uch 
an  event  occur?  When  could  it  be  expected? 
Certainly  not  until  it  should  be  called  for  by  the 
people,  to  sweep  off  the  load  of  indebtedness  thai 
night  be  upon  them;  and  then  the  law  would  itself 
be  swept  oflT,  after  having  performed  its  office. 
Such  was  the  fate  of  the  first  bankrupt  law,  and 
such  seemed  to  be  the  inevitable  destiny  of  this. 

But  the  language  of  the  Constitution  was  re- 
matkably  strong.  It  was,  not  that  "Congrese  shall 
have  power  to  pass,**  but  to  "e«(eft2iM  a  vnifom 
system  of  bankruptcy."  Would  a  mere  pauage  of 
an  ar.t  be  a  fulfilment  of  the  power  to  establish  the 
system?  So  far  from  it,  the  reverse  of  the  propo- 
•itioQ  would  be  true;  and  such  passage  be  a  mere 
tf  piporary  remedy.  Such  a  course— the  enactment 
of  a  bankrupt  law  for  a  particular  temporary  pur- 
pose— could  be  justified  on  no  principle  whatever. 
He,  therefore,  pro' ested  against  the  introduction  of 
A  bankrupt  law  at  irregular  intervals,  and  before 
the  trader  and  the  man  of  business  could  be  aware 
how  to^ct.  Anticipating  the  results  which  had 
flowed  from  the  insertion  of  the  retrospective  prin- 
ciple in  the  present  act,  he  had  voted  for  it  with 
reluctance;  and.  had  he  believed  tbal  the  whole 
act  was  destined  to  be  so  soon  expunged  from 
the  statute-book,  he  should  not  have  voted  for 
it  at  all.  And  here  he  would  make  a  suggestion 
to  that  gentleman,  who  had  denounced  the  retro- 
spective character  of  the  act;  and  that  was,  that, 
by  voting  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  at  the  present 
time,  they  would  become  responsible  for  its  revival 
hereafter.  The  only  mode  of  preventing  the  en- 
aciment  of  a  retrospective  law  was  to  establish  the 
prospf  ctive  provision  of  the  present  law  upon  a 
firm  basi*.  True,  the  present  Iaw  might  not  be 
perfect,  and  might  require  remedy  in  its  details. 
What  he  bad  to  say  was|  let  it  be  perfected;  let  i^ 
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be  Kmited  in  its  operation  to  traders,  if  necessary; 
and  even  let  a  provision  be  inserted  comprehending 
banks,  under  certain  circumstances  and  regulations. 
It  did  seem  to  him  that  the  responsibility  of  the  en- 
aetment  of  a  retrospective  bankrupt  act  hereafter 
would  rest  on  those  gentlemen  who  should  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  the  present. 

There  was  one  more  view  of  the  subject  which 
he  would  mention.  He  meant  the  monstrous  in- 
justice of  an  immediate  and  oncondiiioaal  repeal 
of  the  law.  It  was  known  that  many  debtors,  re* 
spondinp,  as  had  been  said,  to  the  first  sound  of 
the  trumpet,  had  advanced  and  obtained  relief,  hav- 
ing first  stripped  themselves  for  the  purpose,  and 
leaving  as  little  matter  to  be  decided  upon  by  the 
courts  as  effects  to  be  distributed  among  the  cred- 
itors. A  repeal  of  the  law  would  not  take  away 
the  benefits  these  men  had  obtained,  whilst  it  would 
give  the  same  desperate  debtors  the  farther  advan- 
tage of  «ny  new  bankrupt  law  which  might  be  en- 
acted hereafter.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were 
nambers  whose  affairs,  not  altogether  hopeless,  left 
the  prospect  of  distributing  something  to  their  cred- 
itors— ^men  whose  applications  for  the  benefit  of  the 
act  had  been  held  back;  in  the  hope  of  making  an 
honorable  compromise;  or  whose  cases  had  been 
delayed  in  the  courts  by  argument  Upon  points  of 
law:  these  would  be  altogether  deprived  of  the 
advantages  secured  by  more  expeditious,  and  per- 
haps less  scrupulous,  debtors.  In  conclusion,  he 
hoped— if  it  was  not  too  late  to  hope — that  the  Hoase 
would  pause  before  it  resolved  to  wipe  out  alto- 
gether the  law  now  in  force. 

Mr.  PAYNE  remarked  that  one  of  the  strongest 
objections  which  he  had  to  the  passage  of  this  act, 
was  its  retrospective  character.  He  was  not  fully 
persuaded  that  the  Government  had  power  to  pass 
a  law  absolving  individuals  from  their  contracts. 
He  could  not  believe  it  to  be  legal  and  proper  for 
the  Government  to  destroy  the  relations  subsisting 
between  debtor  and  creditor.  Government,  as  he 
thought,  should  at  least  have  permitted  the  obliga- 
tions between  the  creditor  and  his  security  to  be 
performed. 

These  were  some  of  his  objections  to  the  law  at 
the  beginning;  but,  with  regard  to  a  prospective 
bankrupt  law,  properly  established,  he  did  not  then, 
nor  did  he  now,  object.  All  objections,  however, 
were  disregarded  by  those  who  controlled  the  ac 
tion  of  this  House;  and  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy, to  be  perpetual  as  the  law  of  the  country, 
was  passed;  and  thid  was  the  fifst  time  that  the 
\  avowal  bad  been  made — as  it  had  been  made 
*  this  morniDg— that  the  object  of  the  bankrapi  law 
was  to  violate  private  contracts,  and  to  turn  men 
loose  from  their  obligations.  It  was  immaterial 
how  they  regarded  it  here;  but  the  eyes  of  all  the 
eommerctal  world  were  turned  upon  them;  aiid  to 
Europe  it  would  appear  that  they  repealed  the  law, 
afier  it  had  done — what?  Released  at  least  the  debtor 
from  the  obligation  of  his  contracts.  It  appeared 
to  binrthts  proposition  portrayed,  more  clearly  than 
anything  else  could  do,  the  true  object  the  gentle- 
men who  advocated  it  had  in  pressing  it  on  the 
country.  Now,'  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  advise 
those  gentlemen  who  passed  this  law,  he  should 
say:  For  Heaven's  sake,  do  not  lay  it  on  this  exclu- 
sive ground— that  the  object  was  to  release  the  debt- 
or from  the  obligation  ot  his  contract,  for  Which  he 
had  repeived  a'valuable  consideration. 

He  would  decli^re  again,  that,  if  a  bankrupt  law 
were  established,  striking  out  the  voluntary  fea- 
ture, and  making  it  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  was 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  he  should  not 
object  to  see  it  become  part  of  the  permanent  polir 
ey  of  our  country.  But  if  they  voted  lor  (he  bill 
which  was  now  presented  to  the  House,  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  existing  bankrupt  law,  they  would  com- 
mit themselves  with  regard  to  ths  constitutionality 
of  the  whole  measure.  The  proviso  was  designed 
to  secure  to  tho^e  who  had  taken  the  first  step,  the 
benefit  of  the  existing  bankrupt  law  up  to  the  5  h 
of  the  present  month;  and  when  this  bill  was  intro- 
duced, he  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to  strike 
out  that  proviso;  but  he  was  conscious  of  the  great 
difficulty  which  must  result.  There  was'much 
force  in  what  had  been  safd  by  c;entletnen  on  this 
subject,  respecting  the  indecent  haste  of  bankrupts 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  law,  to  release  them  from 


their  obligations;  whereas  those  who  were  less 
hasty,  and  who  regretted  the  necessity  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  there- 
fore held  back,  were  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefits 
of  the  law.  There  were  difliculties,  too,  in  the 
way  of  their  voting  for  this  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law,  with  sudi  a  provision  as  would  compro- 
mise them  on  the  constitutional  question  which  it 
involved;  and  the  whole  case  afforded  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  evil  of  that  hasty  legislation 
which  was  forced  on  the  coungry  without  consider- 
ation by  the  operation  of  the  gsg  rule,  which  did 
not  permit  an  i  to  be  dotted,  or  a  <  to  be  crossed. 
Under  all  the  circa msiances,  he  did  not  know  that 
he  could  go  for  the  repeal,  as  the  bill  now  stood;  for 
he  was  unwilling  to  commit  himself  with  regard  to 
the  constitutional  question. 

He  had  another  remark  to  make,  in  relation  to 
the  instructions.  It  had  been  his  determination  in 
all  his  acts,  while  he  was  a  member  of  that  body, 
to  give  no  vote  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  tend 
to  increase  the  power  of  this  Government,  or  the 
Executive  patronage  of  this  Gh)vernment.  Every 
vote  he  did  give  would  be  to  diminish  rather  than 
to  increase  that  power.  Suppose,  then,  they  placed 
all  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country  under 
the  operation  of  the  bankrupt  law;  why,  an  Exe- 
cutive, who  was  disponed  to  do  so,  might  use  the 
power  of  this  Government  for  the  punishment,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  his  influence  to  excite  hope  of 
reward,  on  the  other;  or,  every  bank  would  be 
placed  at  the  foot  of  the  Executive,  to  aid  him  in 
carrying  out  his  plans.  Were  be  disposed  to  strike 
directly  at  the  principle  by  which  he  bad  governed 
his  legislative  action,  he  should  give  the  Executive 
this  power.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
position would  be  either  amended,  or  laid  on  the 
.table;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  were  attached  to 
this  hjll,  the  bankrupt  law  would  never  be  re- 
p«*a!ed.  There  was  one  fact,  in  connexion  with 
the  discnssions  which  had  already  bfen  had  on 
tills  subject,  to  which  he  was  inclined  to  call  the 
attention  of  |he  House;  but  he  declined  doing  so, 
because  it  verified  a  prediction  which  had  been 
made  again  and  again  with  regard  to  the  Whig 
Congress.  This  bankrupt  law  was  a  Whig  meas- 
ure. It  originated  with  the  Whigf;  it  was  passed 
by  Whigs.  He  was  not  sure^  but  he  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  mor«  than  one  solitary  Democratic 
member  that  voted  for  it.  And  what  were  they 
now  loldl  Why,  that  this  Whig  measure — a 
measure  conceived,  brought  forth,  and  carried  into 
a  law  by  Whigs,  to  relieve  the  country,  had  done — 
wha  ?  Destroyed  all  confidence  between  man  and 
man,  and  had  broken  down  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try. This  was  the  character  given  of  it  by  the 
gentleman  frum  Vermont. 

Mr.  EVERETT  explained. 

Mt.  PAYNE.  The  gentleman  then  said,  if  it 
bad  not  done  all  these  things,  that  it  was  in  a  state 
of  progression;  and  if  (hey  permitted  It  to  remain, 
it  would  break  down  the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
destroy  confidence  between  man  and  man.  Such  - 
was  the  result  pf  one  of  the  important  measures 
which  were  passed  by  the  27ih  Congress;  and  in 
view  of  this,  and  other  acts,  there  was  one  circum- 
stance which  appeared  to  be  a  little  remarkable: 
the  President  was  blamed  for  the  application  of  his 
vetoes,  and  for  net  permitting  the  Whigs  to  do  all 
that  which  they  desired  to  do — for  not  permitting 
the  majority  in  this  Congress  to  do  all  that  they 
pleased;  and  be  was  still  blamed.  It  was  not  hit 
place  to  blame  or  to  defend  the  President;  but  jus- 
tice ought  to  be  done,  and  be  would,  therefore,  say 
they  ought  not  to  blame  the  President  for  not  per- 
miuing  more  wrongdoing  than  that  which  it  was 
now  admitted  they  had  done. 

Mr.  GORDON  addref  sed  the  House  in  favor  of 
the  repeal  of  the  law;  He  commenced  by  remark- 
ing that,  in  the  discussions  upon  the  measure,  when 
it  passed  at  the  extra  session,  it  was  said  that  it 
would  be  hailed  as  a  public  jubilee.  Recollecting 
this  remark,  he  did  not  expect  so.,  early  to  have 
beard  it  said  by  a  member  of  the  House—and  a 
member,  too,  of  that  very  majority  who  passed  the 
act — that  it  was  Intended  as  a  permanent  measure. 
He  had  him5;elf  supposed  that  the  law  had  its  in- 
ception, and  wonld  have  its  consummation  in  a  de- 
sire to  relieve  debtors  from  the  embarrassments 


into  which  they  were,  for  the  time  being,  plunged; 
and  was  ot^  such  a  measure  as  would  be  passed, 
at  Intervals,  to  falfil  the  end  named.  But  it  seemed 
he  was  mistaken;  and  now,  the  only  ground  om 
which  the  law  was  at  all  justified  was  taken  away. 
As  to  his  own  position,  that  was  the  same  now  as 
at  the  extra  session— a  l^rm  opposition  to  th» 
measure  on  account  of  its  unconstitutionality,  as 
^  well  as  on  account  of  considerations  of  its  injus- 
tice. 

The  fate  of  the  measure,  as  the  gentleman  frona 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  WiMTHaop]  had  said,  was  set* 
tied.  Its  end  was  at  hand.  Its  decree  of  repeal 
^  had  been  borne  on  the  wings  of  popular  sentiment 
and  indienatlon.  The  work  only  remained  to  be 
done.  He  could  not  see  how  his  colieaeae  [Mr. 
Barnird]  could  have  been  brought  to  declare  that 
it  was  a  want  of  reflection  in  the  people  to  de- 
cree the  repeal  of  the  measure:  at  which  be  was 
astonished!  Surely  his  colleague  could  not  have 
perceived  how,  by  this  reaiark,  he  was  impagning: 
the  intelligence  of  the  people.  His  colleague  had 
set  himself  up  to  ^contradict  the  public  voice  for  de- 
manding the  repeal  of  this  measurel  and  did  AOt 
this  amount  to  a  declaration  that  the  people  knew 
not  what  they  were  about?  Such  was,  in  face,  the 
averment  which  his  colleague  had  made;  yet  he 
(Mr.  G.)  was  not  surprised  at  the  remark,  when  he 
recollected  that  his  colleague  belonged  fo  that 
party  which  had  no  confidence  in  the  people,  and 
which  believed  them  to  be  incapable  of  self -gov* 
ernmea|.  <* 

Here  Mr.  ARNOLD  rose,  and  inquired  whether 
a  single  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
act  had  been  presented  this  session. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  this  question  reminded  hina 
of  a  fact,  which   he   often  observed — that  there 
were  mauy  men  who  could  not  or  would  not  un- 
derstand what  public  sentiment  was,  in  relation  ta 
a  particular  measure,  until  they  had  read  it  in  a 
petition.    Now,  these  petitions,  it  was  well  known, 
were  often  gotten  up  to  order,  and  therefore  enti- 
t'ed  to  no  moral  influence.    Public  sentiment  upoa 
a  measure  like  the  present  was  overpowering;  and 
a  miserable    petition  would    but  ill  embody  its 
force  and  omnipotence.    In  reply,  however,  to  the 
gentlematrfrom  Tennessee,  [Mr.ARsoLD,]  he  would 
state  that  petitions  had  been  sent  here  to  obtain  the 
repeal  of  this  measure.    But  whether  they  had  oc 
nor,  every  man  of  ordinary  sagacity  and  observa- 
tion knew  what  public  sentiment  was  upon  this 
question.    He  was  glad  to  find  that  even  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermoift  bad  bowed  doWn  before  this 
public  sentiment,  and  had  determined  to  vote  for 
the  repeal- 
Mr.  EVERETT  roee,  and  was  understood  to 
say  that  his  determination  arose  from  a  change  oC 
f  his  opinioBS,  rather  than  from  considerations  grow<^ 
ing  out  of  any  supposed  stat^^f  public  sentiment. 
Mr.  GORDON  said  be  was  then  glad   to  hear 
thailthe  gentleman  had  changed  his  opinion.    Hist 
added  but  another  to  the  general  voice  that  th« 
law  was  a  bad  one. 

But  his  colleague  [Mr.  Biasiao]  had  complained 
of  the  instability  of  legislation  in  this  country,  and 
t  ad  charged  that  the  repeal  of  the  law  would  tend 
still  further  to  sink  Our  reputation  in  that  re- 
spect. In  reply,  he  would  remark  that  all  bad 
laws,  like  this  bankrupt  act,  did  most  effectually 
contribute  to  instability  of  legislation;  because,  iit 
a  country  where  the  peopled  wishes  were  con- 
sulted, such  laws  were  certain  to  be  expunged  from 
the  statute-book.  Yet  he  would  leave  it  to  the 
common  sense  of  any  man  to  say  whether  this  was 
a  reason  why  a  bad  law  should  not  be  repealed* 
If  Congress  would  confine  itself  to  its  legitimate 
sphere  of  action,  standing  upon  the  broad  platform, 
of  the  Constitution,  and  only  enacting  such  meas- 
ures as  were  called  for  by  the  people,  there  would 
be  no  reason  for  bfs  colleague  to  complain  of  in- 
stability of  legislation. 

But  bis  colleague  had  also  complained  of  popu- 
lar error  and  delusion  in  relation  to  this  law.  New. 
he  could  tell  his  colleague  how  the  people  had 
come  to  be  so  sadly  in  "error  and  delusion,"  They 
bad  employed  their  "sober  second  thought'*  upon 
the  bankrupt  act,  and  their  verdict  against  it  was 
another  instance  to' show  how  correct  are  the  ulti- 
mate decisions  of  the  people  in  tegard  to  ftir 
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,oi  goveraioeDt.  They  liaii  deUrmined,  after  the 
foil  and  free  ezerctM  of  this  sober  second  ibongbt, 
lo  he  no  bnger  under  the  fame  **popuiar  error  and 
delusion!*  as  in  1840.  Alihongb  his  colleague 
compUinad  of  the  delusion  of  the  peop'e,  it  had  al- 
ways happened  that  he  was  with  th^m  when  they 
were  deluded,  and  i^ainfit  them  when  restored  to 
their  senses,  [Laaghier — ^'G.ood!"]  Such  a  delusion 
existed  in  1840  as  bad  ne?er  before,  and  he  trusted 
never  would  again. 

His  eoilesgue  bad  said  that  party^  lines  were 
ne  /er  so  suietly  drawn  as  at  the  commeaoement  of 
(he -present  Congress— <a  if,  forsooib,  tbere  ever 
were  but  two  parties  in  the  country;  and  as  if  the 
Whig  parly  of  1840  was  any  other  bat  the  old  Fed- 
eral party.  Now  was  the  time,  he  (Mr.  G.) 
thoaght,  when  party  liaes  were  tighily  drawn.  The . 
laxity  and  the  delusion  of  1840  had  passed  away; 
and  I  he  drawing  of  party  lines  light  again  shows 
the  Democratic  majority  in  the  country.  That  ma- 
jority would  soon  be  called  upon  to  act;  and  they 
would,  he  imagined,  proceed  to  legislate  for  the 
country  according  to|  their  well-known  principles 
and  their  settled  and  onchanging  creed. 

But  his  colleague  argued,  that  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  at  this  time  would  place  the  majority  in 
a  ridiculous  attitude  before  the  people.  To  this 
remark  he  could  not  agree*,  on  the  contrary,  lie 
•  thought  that  a  repeal  wonid  show  that  the  present 
majority  were  wiling  lo  shake  off  the  attitude  of  ridi- 
cule in  which  they  already  stood  before  the  whole 
country.  Had  the  dominant  party  been  content  to 
let  well  enough  alcnr-  to  let  the  8nl>*treasary  remain 
in  force,  and  to  have  passed  no  laws  whatever,  ex* 
cept  moderate  appropriation  bills— Ihey  would  stand 
much  higher  before  the  country.  As  they  had  not 
done  this,  they  might  even  now  acknowledge  their 
errors  and  repent.  They  would,  at  l^ast,  get  e:edit 
before  the  world  for  a  high> toned  magnanimity. 
.Indeed,  he  t|ioaght  the  people  were  forgiving  in 
ibcir  disposition,  and  might  even  be  persuaded  to 
pardon  them  for  their  many  offences.  He  was, 
however,  stongly  iaelined  to  doubt  if  the  present 
generation  would  ever  put  them  in  power  again, 
after  having  once  been  so  grossly  deceived.  Whilst, 
then,  he  was  assuring  his  Whig  friends  of  forgive- 
nesp,  he  must  take  leave  to  tell  them  that  they 
were  doomed  to  wait  until  a  new  generation  should 
have  Aome  upon  the  stage,  ere  they  could  play  the 
same  high  tricks  dver  again.  [Laughter.]  His 
colleague  had  said  that  it  would  require  much 
courage  to  vcte  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
act,  in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion.  He  ad- 
mitted the  truth  of  the  remark;  and,  as  a  friend 
near  him  (uggesied,  it  would  require  brandy  and* 
water  courage — or,  mayhap,  delirium  tremens*— to 
bring  them  up  to  the  sticking  point.  [Laughter.] 
Whatever  might  be  the  condition  and  quantity  of 
ibrir  courage,  he  i^s  apprehensive  that  his  col- 
)«>a§:ii«*  would  find  a  majority  of  hfa  friends  ua Wil- 
liam to  vote  against  the  repeal  of  this  measure. 

Again:  his  colleague  had  said  that,  in  a  commer- 
cial community  like  ours,  it  was  impossible  to  get 
along  well  without  a  bankrupt  law.  Now  he 
(Mr.  G.)  declared,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  im- 
pofsibie  for  a  commercial  community  like  ours  to 
get  along  with  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  this;  and 
ihf  re  he  wur  at  issue  with  his  colleague.  The  re- 
pf  al  of  the  law,  he  predicted,  would  be  followed 
by  a  brisker  state  of  trade  and  increased  life  and 
intcrprise  in  every  commercial  circle.  Capital, 
now  hidden  and  hoarded,  from  want  of  confidence, 
u  onld  come  out,  and  do  its  good  office  in  stimulating 
bufiiness. 

But  such  a  state  of  things  Irould  never  occur 
until  the  manifestation  of  a  disposition  to  preserve 
the  inviolability  of  contracts  should  have  taken 
place.  It  was  his  conviction  that  this  bankrupt 
law  bad  done  more  against  our  credit  in  Europe 
than  repudiation  itself.  Repudiation  only  operated 
on  large,  capitalists  and  fnndraongers;  but  tbe 
bankrupt  act  levelled  a  dpadly  blow  at  manufac- 
turers and  dealers  of  every  def crip' ion.  The  buli- 
nf>ss  operations  of  the^e  were  great,  compared  with 
that  of  the  mere  money'lendcrs. 

In  cocci Dsion,  he  would  say  a  few  ward»  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  from  Massaebntetts,  [Mr. 
WiMTHaop,]  whose  example  he  &bonld  endeavor  to 
follow,  deeming  that  short  spe^clies,  and  to  the 


point,  were  the  best.  That  gentleman  seemed  to 
lay  particular  emphasis  upon  the  circumstance  that 
tbe  Constitution  gave  Congress  tbe  power  to  estab> 
lish  a  nniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Did  it,  he 
would  ask,  follow,  that  because  the  power  was 
given,  therefore  it  must  be  exercised?  Had  the 
geotleman*s  iriudLes  in  constitutional  law  only 
taught  him  that  every  power  conveyed  by  an  in- 
strument must  be  usex)?  Such  a  doctrine,  to  be  ex- 
posed, needed  only  to  be  stated. 

But  the  gentleman  had  complained  of  the  injus- 
tice of  an  immediat«  rep«al,  arguing  that,  as  many 
had  already  taken  advantage  of  the  law,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  slight  others  who  wore  more  tardy, 
but  were  preparing  to  reap  the  harvest  of  its  pro- 
visions. Tkiis  appeared  to  him  like  saying  that  be- 
cause ten  thousand  debtors  have  plundered  their 
creditors  without  conscience,  therefore  the  law 
should  be  kept  in  oper«tif>n  for  tbe  purpose  of  al- 
lowing still  more  to  do  the  same  I  He  was,  how- 
ever, not  entirely  surpiised  at  this  doctrine,  when 
he  recollectFd  that  in  X^e  bard-cider  campaign  it 
was  held  out  to  a  large  class  that  the  constquence 
of  a  Whig  triumph  would  be  the  expunging  of 
their  debts.  Seeing  this  tendency  of  the  law  was 
the  main  reason  with  the  people  for  demanding  its 
immediate  repeal,  he  thought  that  those  who  advo- 
cated a  postponement  of  the  repeal  thought  more 
of  their  political  coasistency  than  of  advancing  the 
public  interests. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  called  for  tbe  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  inquired  if  the  instructions  could 
be  divided;  and,  being  answered  by  tbe  Speaker  in 
the  affirmative,  called  for  a  division,  so  as  to  take 
the  question  first  on  the  first  clause.  *   . 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  doubted  whether  a  division  of 
the  question  was  in  order;  and  called  upon  tbe 
Clerk  to  read  the  instructions  again,  to  see  if  there 
were  two  distinct  substantive  propositions  in  il; 
which  was  done. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then,  after  a  few  re- 
marks, moved  the  previous  question,  in  order  to 
cut  off  the  motion  to  commit,  and  lo  bring  the 
House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  bill. 

The  question  on  seconding  the  previous  question 
was  then  taken  by  tellers— Messrs.  Bownc  and 
Mathiot — and  lost;  there  being  only  46  votes  in 
tbe  affirmative. 

So  the  House  refused  lo  second  the  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Tbe  question  recurring  on  Mr.  iMacaaoLL^  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  motion  to  commit  with  instruc- 
tions— 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  obtained  tbe  floor,  and  was 
about  addressing  the  committee,  when  repeated 
cries  of  "Cluestion,  question,'*  were  heard;  and  he 
took  his  seat,  saying  that  if  the  committee  were 
ready  to  take  the  question  then,  he  would  forego 
bis  remarks. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  instructions  relating  to  voluntary  bankrupia,  so 
that  the  instructions  would  read  *no  report  a  bank- 
rupt bill  including  corporations  not  owned  by 
States." 

Mr.  BOWNE  desired  to  know  whether  the 
amendment,  as  it  then  read,  would  repeal  the  law 
now  in  force.  It  struck  h>m  that  it  would  not— . 
that  the  effect  of  it  would  be  to  bring  in  a  new 
bankrupt  law,  withcut  repealing  the  old  one.  He 
would  not  have  troubled  the  House  with  any  re- 
marks, but,  from  the  fear  that  the  incipient 
steps  just  taken  towards  the  repeal  of  this  act 
would  not  result  as  the  mover  contemplated. 
He  would  net  say  that  the  gentleman  who 
moved  these  instrnetions  intended  thereby  to 
impede  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  Ihem, 
or  to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  similar  bill 
during  the  fession;  but  he  feared  that  snch  would 
be  tbe  effect  of  the  motion,  if  it  prevailed.  Every 
member  on  that  floor  understood  we!l  what  was  the 
will  of  tbe  wh(;le  country,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
constituents,  in  relation  to  this  question.  It  had 
been  long  b^'fore  the  public;  and  the  public  miod, 
having  weighed  it  in  the  balance,  had,  as  far  as  he 
could  understand  it,  declared  it  had  been  found 
wanting.  He  was  ready  to  act  on  it  now,  thoush 
he  confessed  he  would  like  to  see  .some  little  modi- 
fication of  the  bill  before  the  House.    If  be  could 


not  get  that  modification,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill 
as  it  was;  though  he  would  not  vote  for  a  single 
motion  that,  in  his  view,  would  have  a,  tendency  to 
defeat  the  measure. 

We  have  (said  Mr.  B.)  but  a  few  weeks  to  stay 
here;  and  if  we  send  this  bill  to  a  committee,  they 
might  require  some  time  to  prepare  a  bill  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions  of  the  House;  while 
the  House  itself  will  require  some  time  to  act  upon 
it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  after  it  is  reported 
to  them — unless,  indeed,  the  one  hour  gag  rale 
should  be  put  in  force.  It  would  then  have  to 
undergo  a  proper  degree  of  delit>eration  and  dis- 
cussion in  the  other  body;  so  that,  in  the  end,  there 
mirbt  not  be  time  enough  left  of  the  session  to 
pass  it.  Were  it  n^t  for  these  considerations,  (Mr. 
B.  said,)  he  would  have  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion of  his  colteagne,  [Mr.  BaairaaD,]  to  send  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judtciary  for  their 
revision;  but  as  it  was,  he  could  not  conaent  to 
any  measure  that  would  delay  or  endanger  its 
passage.  This  was  not  a  proper  time  to  go  into 
a  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  the  bankropt 
act.  As  he  had  before  remarked,  its  merits  were' 
well  understood  b^  the  whole  country,  and  by 
every  member  on  that  floor.  The  judgment  of  the 
public  had  been  formed,  and  they  had  now  onlj  to 
act  on  it.  He  would  say,  also,  that  he  did  not  deem 
it  proper  to  impugn  the  motives  of  those  gentlemen 
who  voted  for  this  law.  He  was  willing  to  believe 
that  they  acted  from  the  best  and  purest  motives; 
and  he  believed,  also,  that  many  of  them,  being 
now  convinced  that  the  law  was  inexpedient,  were 
willing  now  to  vote  for  its  repeal.  It  was  snifieient 
for  them  to  say  that  they  were  wiser  now  than  they 
Ihen  were;  and  he  would,  therefore,  neither  impugn 
their  consistency  nor  their  honesty.  He  had  uni- 
formly opposed  this  law,  and  a  majority  of  his 
constituents  !X)incided  in  opinion  with  him.  He 
was  therefore  ready  now  to  vote  for  its  repeal. 
The  only  modification  he  wanted  to  make  was  a 
proviso  that  the  repeal  shall  take  effect  from  the 
passage  of  the  act,  so  as  to  leave  ail  persons 
who  had  already  commenced  the  preliminary  pro- 
ceedings of  bankruptcy  under  the  faith  of  a  law  of 
Congress,  at  liberty  to  consummate  them.  There 
would  be  great  cruelty  and  injustice  in  cutting  off 
those  who  had  incurred  a  heavy  expense  to  ob- 
tain the  benefits  of  this  law,  and  who  did  so  nnder 
the  faith  of  an  act  of  Congress.  With  this  pro- 
viso, he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  vote  for  the 
bill  before  them;  though,  if  he  could  not  get  it,  he 
would  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  then  stood. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  said  he  was  not  in 
so  great  a  hurry  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  as 
many  gentlemen  seemed  to  be.  He  wa^  opposed 
to  it5  passage,  acd  was  still  opposed  to  it  as  it 
stood  upon  the  statute-book;  and  if  it  could  not  be 
amended  as  he  desired,  he  would  vote  for  its  re- 
peal. But,  before  he  voted  for  its  repeal,  he  was 
desirous  of  making  a  fair  and  fhll  effort  to  have 
embraced  within  its  provisions  all  the  banks  and 
other  trading  corporations  of  the  country.  The 
operation  of  the  voluntary  provisions  of  the  law, 
as  they  were  called,  had  been  almost  unmitigated 
evil.'  But  it  had  done  its  worst;  and,  if  left  in  full 
forcr,  could  do  comparatively  but  little  more  evil. 
It  had  deranged  and  destroyed  all  the  long-estab- 
lished relations  of  debtor  and  creditor— had  invali- 
datMl  contracts,  and  released  from  their  obligatioas 
all  the  large  and  princely  debtors.  It  had  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  thousands  to  be  released  from 
their  deli!?,  who  otherwise  would  have  paid  them, 
and  ih'  reby  enabled  those  to  whom  they  were  in- 
debt:  d,  in  their  turn  to  pay  their  debts.  This  last 
clasF — the  creditors  of  those  who  have  taken  the 
benefit  of  the  bankrupt  law— have  been  made 
bankrupts  by  its  operation;  and  now,  by  its  repeal, 
you  will  leave  them  without  remedy.  Was  this 
just?  Was  that  the  way  the  obligation  of  contracts 
ought  to  be  maintainedl  Much,  if  not  all,  the  op- 
posiiion  in  the  public  mind  against  the  bankrupt 
law,  wa^  owine  to  its  voluntary  and  retrospective 
action — its  violation  of  past  engagements  and  ex- 
isting contracts.  But  tbe^e  had  been  afaready  ean- 
celletl  by  it;  and  the  repeal  ef  the  law  would  not 
restore  these  obligations — would  not  place  them  in 
the  situation  they  were  before  its  passage.  The 
evil  it  had  done  could  not,  therefore,  be  remedied, 
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If  it  remained  in  force,  it  coafd  now  only  affect 
eontraets  ina<)e  under  it,  and  could  do  no  positive 
wrong.  Many  had  been  made  bankmpt  by  the 
effects  of  the  law,  who  otherwise  would  have  paid 
alt  their  debts.  He  donbted  the  p«>licy  or  justice  of 
making  these  its  yictims,  and  then  to  deprive  them 
of  its  reniedjes  by  legis^laiion. 

Before  its  passage,  every  man  knew  when  he  in« 
cnrred  a  debt  what  were  the  penalties  for  non-pay* 
ment.  AH  knew  what  t^ey  had  a  right  to  expect  and 
demand  as  creditors,  or  to  give  or  suffer  as  debtors; 
all  ibe  debtors  and  creditors  stood  upon  the  same 
platform.  If  they  repealed  the  law  before  ail  the 
relations  of  these  parties  that  have  been  changed 
of  it  have  been  arranged  according  to  its  provw- 
iOBs,  manifest  injustice  would  be  done  to  a  large 
portion  of  them.  Those  who  have  been  released, 
have  bad  especial  benefits  conferred  upon  (hem; 
which  especial  benefits  have  bankrupted  other?, 
who  will  be  left  under  all  their  obligations  to  others, 
again,  withont  claims  on  iho«e  who  were  indebted 
to  them.  This  was,  he  said,  a  great,  wrong,  and 
one  inflicted  by  the  Gtovernmeat.    . 

With  these  views  of  the  subject,  it  having  done 
moctof  the  eviliteonlddo,  he  was  not  in  so  great  a 
hurry  to  repeal  it  as  were  some  of  those  who  had  the 
sin  of  its  passage  on  their  beads.  He  was  for 
making  it  4ne  minister  of  some  good,  to  compensate, 
in  part,  for  the  evil  it  had  done.  If  it  could  be 
made  (and  he  believed  it  could)  to  operate  on  all 
the  banks  and  other  corporations  6f  the  country,  it 
would  be  one  of  the  most  salutary  laws  ever  en- 
acted. Tbere  was  nothing  '  that  had  so  much 
deranged  and  impeded  the  healthy  action  of  the 
business  of  the  country,  as  the  non-payment  of 
specie  by  the  banks  of  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. They  had  for  years,  and  now,  in  many 
places,  sat  like  an  incubus  upon  its  industry,  and 
blightiog  its  prosperity.  If  these  could  be  made  to 
pay  specie  or  to  close  their  doors,  the  ex- 
changes of  the  country  would  immediately  be 
regulated,  and  its  prosperity  brgin  to  advance. 
He  was,  therefore,  for  -  applying  the  bank- 
rupt law  to  all  such  institutions,  and  to  have 
them  expunged  or  purified  before  it  was  repealed. 
He  would,  inerefore,  suggest  to  his  colleague  [Mr. 
C.  J.  iMflBBSOLL]  so  to  chaoge  his  proposition,  n%  to 
embrace  all  banks  and  trading  corporatiofis  wiibin 
the  provisions  of  (be  law.  Of  tbe  power  of  Con- 
gress to  do  so,  he  bad  not  the  leant  doubt;  nor 
would  he  mskeany  distinction  between  banks  whose 
stock  was  held  by  Siates  and  those  beld  by  individ- 
uals. No  matter  who  or  what  tbe  corporator  or 
corporators  were,  it  was  not  with  them  th^  law 
would  have  to  do;  but  with  the  corporation,  or 
rather  with  its  property,  its  debtors,  and  its  cred- 
itors^ and  these  ought  to  l>e  subject  to  the  pen-  * 
alties  and  provisioos  of  the  bankrupt  law,  as  much 
as  any  other  property,  debtors*,  and  creditors.  Be- 
lieving tbi8,  he  would  vote  agan;t  all  propositi*  n.^ 
that  did  not  embrace  all  banks.  Hisobjtct  uas 
to  reach  (hemalUand  he  would  make  no  disiinc- 
tion,  nor  take  anything  less.  If  be  could  not  get 
this,  he  would  go  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  aliogeiher. 

Mr.  nCKENS  siid,  to  test  the  questii  *n,  aod  to 
bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vo!e«  he  iJi(  uld  move 
tbe  previous  qucfttinn;  and,  he  would  add,  that  if 
gentlemen  attempted  to  embarrass  tbe  bill  wiih  col- 
lateral i&sues,  they  would  defeat  it.  He  called, 
then,  upon  gentlemen  (and  more  particularly  as 
th)  people  whom  tbey  rppresenteil  bad  decided 
against  the  expediency  and  the  constitutionality  of 
that  odious  law)  tg  come  to  the  vole,  and  make  re- 
peal imperative.  With  that  view,  he  tnoved  tbe 
previous  question;  en  which  be  demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  and  other  gen  lemon  mnde 
some  ob&ervations  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickens,]  which  weie  not  beard  at 
the  reporter^  de^k;  and,  in  the  confusion,  an  ad- 
journment was  moved. 

The  SPEAKER  put  thQ  question,  and  it  pre- 
vailed—88  in  the  affirmative,  and  75-in  the  nega- 
*  tlve,  and  the  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wephbsoit,  December  21,  1843. 
Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  Seneca 
Thomas,  praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  , 
Comaittee  on  PeasionB. 


Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  New  York,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  on  the 
ground  that  its  continuance  will  produce  a  salu- 
tary effect,  by  preventing  overtradiikg,  dbc.:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  t#o  memorials 
from  Uianufacturers  of  hats,  asking  Congress  to 
repeal  the  35  per  cent,  dutj  on  imported  furs:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  this  relief  of  Thomas  Fille- 
brown,  jr.;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 
Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  Wash- 
ington county,  Vermont,  by  W.  RiiAtardson,  pray- 
ing tbe  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  accompa- 
nied by  a  letter  to  him,  stating  that  the  people  of 
Vermont  were  as  unanimous  as  the  Legislature  of 
their  State  in  condemning  that  act.  Mr.  B.  would 
take  tbe  opportunity  which  the  presentation  of  this 
petition  offered,  to  declare  that,,  holding  the  bank- 
rupt act  to  be  unconstitutional  at  six  different 
points,(the  extinction  of  the  debt  without  the  consent 
of  a  given  majority  of  the  creditors  being  at  the 
head  of  these  points,)  he  would  vote  for  no  repeal 
which  would  permit  the  act  to  contteue  in  force 
for  ibe  trial  of  depending  cases,  unless  with  pro- 
visions which  would  bring  the  action  of  the  law 
within  the  Const Ltution.  To  say  nothing,*  at  pres- 
ent, of  other  points  of  unconstitutionality,  he  lipiit- 
ed  himself  to  the  abolition  of  debts  without  the 
consent  of  a  given  majority  of  tbe  creditors.  This, 
he  held,  no  power  in  our  country  can  do.  Congress 
can  only  go  as  far  as  the  bankrupt  systems  of 
England  and  other  countries  go;  and  that  is,  to 
require  the  consent  of  a  given  majority  of  the  ered* 
itors  (four-fiflhs  in  number  and  value  in  England 
and  Scotland)  and  that  founded  upon  a  judicial  cer- 
tificate of  integrity  by  tbe  commissioners  who  ex- 
amined the  cave,  and  approved  afterwards  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  Upon  these  principles  only 
could  Congre5s  act:  upon  these  princiillcs  the  Con- 
gress of  1800  acted,  in  making  a  bankrupt  act: 
and  to  these  principles  he  would  endeavor  to 
conform  the  action  of  the  present  act  ao 
long  as  it  might  run.  He  htid  a!l  the  certifi- 
cates granted  by  the  ccurts  to  be  null  and  void; 
and  that  the  question  of  the  validity  woeld  be  car- 
ried before  tbe  courts,  and  befon?  the  tribunal  of 
public  opinion.  The  federal  judges  deciled  the 
alien  and  sedition  law  to  be  constitutional.  The 
people  reversed  that  decision,  and  put  ddwn  the 
men  who  held  it.  This  bankrupt  act  was  much 
more  glaringly  unconstitutional — much  hnore  im- 
moral—-and  called  moreioudly  upon  the  people  to 
rise  afzainst  it.  If  he  was  a  United  Stares  judd^e, 
he  would  decide  the  act  to  b^-  uncotifti'u'ionai.  tt 
be  was  a  State  court,  and  ono  of  these  ccrtifieaies 
of  discharge  from  debt8  bhoutd  be  pleaded  is  barl>e- 
fore  him,  on  an  action  brought  fi*r  t1ie  recovery  of 
the  old  debt,  he  would  treat  the  certificate  as  a  nuK 
lity,  au'l  throw  it  eut  of  court.  If  commanded  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  he  would  rerigi^  firNt.  The 
English  law  hrM  ail  bankrupts,  who»e  cer>iticatei< 
were  not  signed  by  the  givt  n  majority  of  ihe  cred- 
itor«,  ti)  t>e  uncertificated;  and,  as  such,  he  held  all 
\\\c^.e  l«  be  who  had  rectfived  certificates  un- 
der our  law.  They  had  no  certificate  of.  dis- 
charge from  a  given  majo;iiy  of  the  credit 
ors ;  and  were,  therefore,  what  tbe  Engiivh 
law  called  *'HJnetrtifiaUed  bauikrtiplt.*'  He  said  the 
bankrupt  systems  (ormed  the  creditors  into  a  part- 
nership for  the  managem^ni  of  the  debtor's  estate, 
and  his  discharge  from  debt;  and^  in  this  partnership, 
a  given  majority  acted  for  the  whole,  all  having  ibe 
^ame  interest  in  what  was  lost  or  sived;  and,  there- 
fore, to  be  governed  by  a  given  majority,  doing 
what  was  best  for  the  whole.  But  even  to  this 
there' were  limitations.  The  four-fifths  could  not 
release  the  debt  of  the  remaining  fitlb,  except  upon 
a  certificate  of  integrity  from  the  commissioners 
who  tried  the  case,  and  a  final  approval  by  the 
liord  Chancellor.  The  law  made  itself  party  tothe 
discharge,  as  it  does  in  a  case  of  divorce^  and  for 
the  sake  of  good  moralF;  and  required  the  judicial 
certificate  of  integrity,  without  which  the  release 
of  four-fifths  of  the  creditors  would  not  eztiaf uish 
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the  debt  of  the  other  Af^h.  It  is  only  in  this  way 
that  Cougresa  can  act.  It  oaa  only  act  according 
Co  the  established  piinciplea  of  the  bankrupt  sys- 
tehia.  li  had  no  inherent  or  snpreme  authority 
over  debts.  It  could  not  abolish  debu  as  it 
pleased.  It  could  not  confound  bankruptcy  and 
insolvency,  and  so  get  hoM  of  all  debts,  and 
aweep  them  off  as  it  pleaded.  All  this  was  des^ 
potism,  such  as  only  could  be  looked  for  in  a 
Qovernment  which  had  no  limits,  either  on  its 
moral  or  poUtieal  powers.  The  attempt  to  eon- 
found,  inselvency  and  baukrnplcy,  and  to  make' 
Congress  supreme  over  both,  was  the  Inost  daring 
attack  on  the  Constitntion,  on  the  State  laws,  ou 
the  rights  of  property,  and  on  public  morals, 
which  the  history  of  &rope  or  America  exhibited. 
There  was  no  paralled  to  it  in  Europe  or  America. 
It  was  repudiation— universal  repudiation  of  all 
debts — at  the  will  of  the  debtor.  The  law  was  sub- 
versive of  civil  society;  and  he  called  upon  Con- 
gress, the  State  Legislatures,  the  Federal  aad 
State  judiciaries— and,  above  all,  the  people — to 
brand  it  for  unconstitutionality 'and  immorahty, 
and  to  put  it  down. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  bad  laid  down  the  law,  but  he 
would  refer  to  tbe /^mf  which  the  wisdom  of  the 
law  pro/ided  for  executing '  itself.  These  forms 
were  tbe  highest  evidences  of  the  law.  They  wvre 
framed  by  men  learned  in  the  law — approved  by 
the  cotirts — and  studied  by  tbe  apprentices  to  tbe 
law.  They  should  also  be  studied  by  the  journey- 
men— by  tbe  professors — and  by  the  er mined 
judges.  In  this  case,  especially,  they  should  be  so 
studied.  Bankruptcy  was  a  branch  of  tbe  law  but 
little  studied  in  our  country.  The  ma^  of  the 
community  were  uninformed  upon  it;  and  the  latito- 
dtnarians,  who  could  find  no  Inuits  to^e  power  of 
our  Gk>vefiiment  were  daringly  presuming  upon  the 
general  ignorance,  by  undertaking  to  conf'^und 
bankruptcy  and  insolvency,  and  claiming  for  Con- 
gress a  despotic  power  over  both.  This  daring  at- 
tempt must  be  chastised  Congress  must  be  drtvea 
back  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution;  and  for 
that  purpose,  the  principles  of  the  bankrupt 
systems  must  be  made  kuown  to  the  people  The 
/«ffn«  are  one  of  the  best  modes  of  doing  ihi^: 
and  here  are  the  forms  of  a  bankropi^s  certificate 
in  Qreat  Brita  n — the  country  from  which  our 
Consiilution  borrowed  the  system  [Mr.  B.  thru 
read  from  Jacobs*s  Law  Dictionary,  ttle  Bank-' 
riipfcy,  at  the  end  of  tbe  title,  the  three  forms  (T 
the  certiticatps  which  were  necessary  to  relea^'e  a 
debtor  from  hi^  debits.]  The  first  fcrm  was  that  of 
the  commissioners  who  examined  tbe  case,  and 
who  certified  to  the  integrity  of  the  bankropr,  and 
that  he  had  conformed  in  all  particulars  to  the  act. 
The  second  form  was  that  of  the  certificate  of  four- 
fifihii  of  his  crrd itors,  ^^aUowing  him  to  he  discharged 
from  hit  dihis.'*  Tbe  third  was  .the  certificate  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  certifying  that  notice  of 
thetc  two  ci'nificates  having  l)een  publishrd  for 
iwrnty-unc  days  in  tbe  London  Grszeite,  ar>d  no 
cause  bejni?  ishown  to  the  crmtrary.  the  ci-rii- 
ficates  granted  by  the  commissioners  and  by 
the  » creditors  were  **  eopfirmed^*  Tb^n,  and 
noi  till  then,  could  the  debtor  be  discharsfd  from 
bis  debts;  and  with  all  (his  the  act  of  1800  in  he 
Uniied  SStAies  perfectly  agreed,  only  taking  two- 
thirds  instead  of  four-fif  hs  of  the  creditor.^  Con- 
gress c<-uld  only  absolve  de^ts  in  ihiR  way,  and 
that  among  the  proper  subject*  of  a  bankrupt  law: 
and  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  mu^t  revolt 
a^raiDSt  any  attempt  to  do  it  in  any  other  form. 
The  present  act  was  repndiation — euminal  repudi- 
ation, as  far  as  any  one  ebose  to'repudiate — and 
must  he  put  down  by  the  community. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  leave  was  granted  I 
to  withdraw  from  tbe  files  of  the  Senate  (tor  the  I 
purpose  of  laying  before  the  other  House)  rhe  pa-  ■ 
pers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  certain  companies  i 
of  Mich'gan  militia.  ! 

Mr.  KING  presented  to  the  Senate  It  ukemorial 
adopted  by  the  Leaislature  of  Alabama,  upon  the , 
subject  of  lands  which  had  been  recently  acqu  red  •. 
from  the  Cherokee?,  which,  through  an  error  of  j 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  had 
been  advertised  for  sale  in  January  next,  contrary 


""^ 


Yo 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


rilta 


XT 


sac 


'i.  I  " 


to  (he  noderttandiDg  with  ihe  residents  ibereon 
entitled  to  pre-emptions-^tbat  one  year  would  be  al- 
lowed them  (from  the  time  of  the  filing  in  the  office 
the  plats  of  survey)  before  the  lands  were  brought 
into  market,  to  prove  their  rights  to  pre-emption. 

Mr.  K.  was  iind?r!»tood  to  say  that  he  had  called 
%pon  the  present  Commissioner,  and  represented 
to  him  the  understanding  of  the  former  Commis- 
sioner with  tbesefresidents,  (of  which  he  was  una- 
ware;) and  that  the  tales  bad  been  postponed  so  as 
to  give  the  pre^mptors  the  benefit  of  the  twelve 
inonths  intervening  the  filing  of  the  plats  and'  the 
sale  to  establish  their  rights.  He  considered,  there* 
lore,  that  the  object  of  the  memorial  was  accom- 
plished, though  be  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Land^;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MILLER  pr«^sented  a  petition  from  Ezekiel 
Wade,  praying  remunefation  for  property  destroy- 
ed by  the  enemy  during  the  revolutionnry  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

TUB  OREGON  BILL. 

Mr*  LINN,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject,  reported  back,  with  several  amendments, 
ihe  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  extending  portions  of 
Ihe  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  amendments  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  made  an  adverse  leport  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  K.  Churchill  for  a  privateer  pension; 
wbicb  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  over  one  day  under  the  rule: 


JUiolv^df  That  th«  40lh  rule  for  cooducting  the  buBloeMio 
the  Senate,  and  which  require*  the  Senate  to  clnae  ila  doom 
when  transacting  executive  bueineai,  be  rescinded,  and  that  the 
flenate  shall  hereafter  sit  with  open  doors  when  transacting  all 
business  except  treaty  business. 

MAIL  FACIUTIES. 

Mr.  KING  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  an  act  which  was  passed  at  the  last  session, 
establishing  post  offices  and  post  routes.  It  would 
be  recollected  that,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
that  act,  considerable  discussion  arose  regarding 
the  propriety  of  establishing  a  post  office  near  the 
city  of  Alexandria;  and,  aiter  a  full  consideration 
of  the  subject,  upon  all  the  information  that  could 
be  collected,  both  Houses  determined  that  that  of-' 
£ce  ought  not  to  be  established.  By  an  error  of 
the  engrossing  cleilc— certainly  not  intentional — 
the  clause  requiring  the  establishment  of  that  of- 
fice was  retained  in  the  bill.  The  Postmaster 
General,  however,  though  aware  that  the  establish- 
ment of  an  office-ai  that  place  was  improper  and 
uncalled  for,  yet,  finding  it  in  the  statute-book,  felt 
bound  to  execute  the  law.  To  arrest  his  action  in 
the  matter,  he  (Mr.  Kuia)  now  brought  it  to  the 
consideration  ol  the  Senate.  If  it  were  considered 
that  it  was  a  part  of  the  law,  it  ought  to  be  repeal- 
ed. He  hoped  the  ehainJian  of  the  Committee  on 
Uie  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  would  turn  his  at- 
tention to  the  subject;  for,  unless  the  committee 
brought  forward  some  proposition  for  its  repeal,  he 
(Mr.  Kmo)  would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring 
forward  a  bill  to  repeal  it.  He  would  await  the 
action  of  the  committee  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  (at  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
day,)  in  reference  to  the  subject  to  which  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama  [Mr.  Kino]  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate,  observed,  that  he  was  satis- 
fied, upon  looking  at  the  law  passed  last  session 
for  the  establishment  of  post-offices  and  post-routes, 
that  a  very  material  error  had  been  committed 
(probably  in  the  engrossment  of  the  bill)  in  that 
part  of  it  which  related  to  the  establishment  of  a 
post-office  in  Fairfax  county,  Virginia,  at  a  semi- 
nary  a  few  miles  from  .Alexandria.  The  Senate 
actually  refused  to  establish  such  an  office.  He 
now  rose  to  give  notice  that  he  should  ask  leave  to- 
morrow to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  that  portion  of 
the  law. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  a  resolution,  which 
was  read,  as  follows: 

Buolvedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  Btates  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Benata  whether  the  late  special  mioliter 


from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  made  any  proposition, 
informally  or  oiherwijie,  lo  the  negotiator  on  the  part  oi  the 
United  Butes,  (or  the  aaeumpiion  or  guaranty  of  the  State 
debtfl  by  the  GoTeroment  of  the  United  states  to  the  holders  of 
■aid  debts. 

Mr.  ARCHER  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  B.  Lewis,  postmaster  at  New 
Orleans;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
'  Committee  on  the  Post.  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.;LlNN  submitted  the    following  resolution, 

which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  bj  the  rule: 

Reaolvedy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  "informal  communica- 
tions" which  toolc  place  iMtween  the  American  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  British  epeeial  minister  during  the  late  negotia* 
tion  in  Washington  City  on  the  "subject  of  the  claim  of  the 
United  Stales  and  Great  Britain  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Roclcy  Mountains;"  and  also  to  inform  the  Senate  what  were 
the  reasons  which  prevented  "any  agreement  on  the  subject 
at  present,"  and  which  made  it  "inexpedient  to  include  that 
subject  among  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Reaolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  send  to 
the  Senate  aeopy  of  Lieutenant  Fremont's  report  of  the  recent 
exploring  expedition  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  made  under  the 
direction  of  the  War  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  send 
to  the  Senate  the  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  appoint* 
ed  to  select  a  site  for  a  Western  armory.  ' 

CLAIMS   AGAINST  THE   GOVERNMENT. 

The  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Phelps  to 
amend  the  rule  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  S6(h 
of  January,  1843,  providing  that  it  shall  not  be  in 
otder  to  re-present  a  claim  once  reported  against  by 
either  of  the  standing  committees,  such  report 
having  been  concurred  in  by  the  Senate,  was  taken 
up  and  adopted,  as  follows,  viz: 

Provided,  That  this  rule  shall  not  extend  to  any  cases 
whereon  adversd  reports,  not  in  writing,  may  have  been  made 
previous  to  the  said  26th  day  of  January,  1842. 

BILLS  ORDERED  TO  BE  ENGROSSED. 

Senate  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  Ihe  re- 
linqutsbment  of  the  sixteenth  sections  of  land 
granted  for  .the  use  of  schools,  and  to  select  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof,*'  was  taken  up  as  in  commft- 
tee  of  the  whole,  on  an  amendment  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  authorizing  the  re- 
linquishment by  legal  subdivisions,  if  preferred. 

Mr.  KING  thought  it  was  extending  the  privi- 
lege too  far,  to  allow  the  relinquishment  of  less  than 
quarter  sections,  and  might  lead  lo  great  public  in- 
convenience and  prejudice. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  Ahibama  in  this  opinion;  and  submitted  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
[Mr.  Smith,]  whether  it  was  not  carrying  the  thing 
too  far,  to  allow  the  relinquishment  of  forty  ^cres 
of  a  section  to  be  picked  out  of  the  heart  of 
another  section. 

Mr.  SMITH  remarked  that  portions  of  the 
school  sections  were  ponds,  and  totally  unfit  for 
anything;  and  the  committee,  considering  the  ben- 
eficial objects  for  which  the  privilege  was  asked, 
had  concluded  to  grant  it. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  (he  bill  was  further 
amended,  so  as  taallow  the  selection  to  be  made  of 
any  lands  in  the  State  where  the  relinquished 
section  might  lie,  instead  of  confining  the  selections 
to  the  same  township. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to 
donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in  Arkansas,'* 
was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 'whole,  re- 
ported to  (he  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  citizens  of  Ar- 
kansas who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  came  up  in  order  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole;  but 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  who  wished 
to  amend  it  so  as  to  include  some  cas^  of  citizens 
of  Louisiana,  it  was  postponed  till  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdnesdat,  December  21,  1842. 

Mr.  KING  of  Georgia  appeared  and  look  his 
seat. 

Mr.  KEIM  of  Pennsylvania  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  A.  Troxee  and  fourteen  others,  hatters,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  praying  Congress  that  all  hatters* 
furs  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  and  desired  to  be  inforined 
as  to  the  exact  state  of  the  question  on  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 
they  adjourned  last  evening.  He  desired  to  know, 
if  be  should  move  to  strike  out  the  proviso  in  the 
pending  motion,  and  then  movis  the  previous 
qurs(ion,  if  it  would  be  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not.  He 
would,  however,  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  if  there  were  any  reports  from 
the  standing  committees  of  the  House,  they  would 
be  the  first  business  in  order. 

The  standing  committees  were  then  called  in 
their  order;  and  reports  were  made  as  follows: 

From  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by 
Mr.  FILLMORE. 

From  the  Committee  of  Claims,  by  Messrs. 
CO  WEN  and  GIDDINGS. 

Mr.  COWEN,|from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

RtaoloefL,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
the  23d  and  dlih  insuint.  meet  at  10  e'cloclc,  a.  m.,  for  the  pur* 
pese  of  disposing  of  the  business  upon  the  private  calendar. 

The  resolntion  having  been  read,  Mr.  C.  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  its  adop- 
tion; but  the  call  not  being  sustained  by  one^fifih 
of  the  members  present,  tellers  were  called  for,  and 
ordered;  when,  on  taking  the  question,  the  result 
was,  ayes  75,  noes  €8. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  (he  same  committee,  of- 
fered (he  following  ^e^olution: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  bo  aulhoriaed  to 
continue  in  employment  their  clerk,  at  the  coi^pensation  bare* 
tofore  allowed  him,  until  the  further  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  if  that  resolution 
wgn  in  order.    If  not,  he  should  object  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  the  report  of  a 
committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  observed  that  the  committee 
who  had  heretofore  (he  charge  of  this  subject,  bad 
examined  it  with  great  care,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  services  of  ibis  clerk  were  not 
necessary  during  the  recess.  Accordirgly,  when 
the  resolution  to  continue  his  employment  came 
up,  an  amendment  w;is  offered  and  adopted,  lim- 
iting the  employment  to  the  then  session  of  Con- 
gress [last  session.]  This  resolution  was  to  au- 
thcnrize  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  employ  a 
clerk,  who  had  annually  been  continued  in  em- 
ployment for  years.  Now,  if  the  Committee  of 
Claims  wanted  to  employ  a  clerk  during  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress  only,  he  would  not  object  to  it; 
but  be  was  opposed  to  the  annual  employment  of 
one. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  desired  to  know  whether 
this  clerk  was  a  regular  and  stationary  officer  of 
the  House,  and  was  employed  in  the  recess. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  he  had  been 
annually  employed  for  years. 

Mr.  SMITH  further  desired  to  know  what  the 
clerk*s  services  were,  and  what  was  his  compensa- 
tion. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  that  this  gentleman  had 
been  regularly  employed  since  the  year  18S6  in 
keeping  tbe  records  and  doing  the  clerical  business 
of  the  committee,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress, 
and  in  preparing  a  digest  of  the  decisions  of  the 
committee  since  jhe  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  G.  explained  the  great  usefulness  and 
importance  of  this  digest,  and  spoke  in  a  highly  fk- 
vorable  manner  of  the  services  of  tbe  clerk.  Mr. 
G.  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  (his  subjec(;  ^hich  was  done. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  asked  what  was  the  compen- 
sation of  this  clerk. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  |1,500  per 
annum. 

Mr.  C4VE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  by  limiting  the  employment  of  the  clerk 
to  the  present  session. 
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Mr.  COWEN  observed  that  an  inqairy  had  been 
made  whether  this  clerk  bad  been  conlioned  in  the 
employment  of  the  committee  since  Ihe  expiration 
of  the  last  session.  He  would  answer  that  ques- 
tion by  saying,  that  he  had  been  laboring  very  as- 
sidnonsly  in  the  committee-room, daring  the  reces9, 
in  making  ap  its  records,  and  in  cominning  the  di- 
gest of  the  decisions  of  the  committee,  which  he 
had  a  long  time  been  engaged  in.  He  understood 
and  believed  that  he  had  not  lost  more  than  one  or 
two  days  since  the  last  session.  He  would  further 
say,  thatf  without  the  services  rendered  by  him  in 
the  recess,  the  committee  would  not  have  been 
able  to  commence  their  labors  as  early  as  they  did' 
at  this  session. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  asked  if  the  services 
performed  during  the  recess  were  not  services  that 
had  heretofore  been  performed  by  the  regular  clerks 
in  the  Clerk'^  office.  Mr.  J.  also  said  that  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  at  the  last  session  limiting  the  em- 
ployment .of  tbit  clerk  to  that  session  only. 

Mr.  tibWEN  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
resolution  was  so  amended,  but  that  it  was  not 
finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  observed  that  it  seem- 
ed extraordinary  to  him  why  it  should  be  necessary 
'  for  this  committee  to  employ  a  clerk  during  th» 
recess.  The  committee  met  but  three  times  a  week, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  clerk  could  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  committee,  and  perform  the 
ether  services  spoken  of  during  the  times  the  com- 
mittee were  not  in  session.  The  clerk  had  six 
days  in  the  week  to  work  in,  and  yet  it  seemed  that 
be  could  not  keep  up  his  records,  but  must  have 
the  recess  to  do  it  in.  Mr.  S.  further  observed, 
that  some  of  the  most  important  committees  of  the 
House  had  no  clerk  allowed  them,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  attend  to  their  own  clerical  duties.  There 
was  the  Ck)mmittee  of  Revolutionary  Claims,  for 
instance,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  who  had  n# 
ineonnderable  amount  of  correspondence  and  other 
writing  to  attend  to  without  having  a  clerk  to  as- 
sist them.  He  thought  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution; 
beeause,  having  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  com- 
mittee, he  was  ready  to  believe,  from  their  report 
OB  the  subject,  that  the  services  of  this  clerk  were 
highly  important  and  necessary.  Mr.  E  also  i 
spoke  very  favorably  of  the  efficiency  of  the  clerk,  I 
and  the  regularity  of  his  attention  to  his  dutiets. 

The  quMtion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  C.  John- 
8011^  amendment;  and  it  was  adopted — ^ayes  133, 

noes  03* 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  as 
amended, 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  whether  it  was  intend- 
ed to  provide  compensation  for  the  services  of  this 
clerk  during  the  recess?  Now,  at  the  last  session  a 
resolution  was  passed,  limiting  his  services  to  that 
session;  and  if  it  was  now  intended,  in  the  face  of 
that  resolution,  to  pay  him  for  the  recess,  he  would 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  COWEN  observed,  that  the  services  render- 
ed were  important  and  indispensable;  and  the  clerk, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  days,  had  been 
regularly  emplojred.  The  Government  had  had 
the  benefit  of  his  services,  and  he  oaght  to  be  paid 
for  them;  and,  the  simple  question  now  was,  wheth- 
er the  Govern meni  should  take  the  services  of  this 
individual  wiihoai  paying  him  for  them. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  desired  to  know  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  whether  the  House,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, did  not,  by  a  solemn  vote,  limit  the  services 
of  this  clerk  to  that  session? 

Mr.  COWEN  presumed  that  it  was  so.  But  he 
would  observe,  that  the  clerk  himself  knowing  how 
necessary  and  indispensable  the  continuation  of  his 
work  was,  of  his  own  motion  went  into  the  eom< 
mittee-room  and  continued  his  labors,  relying  on 
the  justice  of  Congress  to  pay  him. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  then  observed  that  the  question 
was  not,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
whether  the  Hoose  would  take  the  svrvices  of  this 
clerk  for  nothing;  buuhe  true  question  was,  whether 
the  decision  of  the  House  that  hu  services  in 
the  recess  were  not  wanted,  should  stand;  and 
whether  he  should  be  permitted, of  hii  own  motion, 
to  thrittt  himself  into  ihtir  eommittee'room,  and 


perform  services  which  they  had  solemnly  declared 
should  not  he  rendered. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  amend  the  resolotfon, 
by  striking  out  the  word  "continu*"  and  insert  the 
word  ''employ;"  the  effect  of  which  was  to  prevent 
his  being  continued  during  the  recess.  The  House 
at  tbe  last  session  (Mr.  T.  said)  passed  a  resolu- 
tion limiting  his  employment  |o  that  sekuon;  not- 
withstanding which,  he,  of  his  own  motion,  went 
into  the  committee-room,  and  performed  services 
which  the  House  declared  were  not  necessary,  and  , 
now  came  forward  and  asked  to  be  paid  for  it.  If 
the  House  should  now  pay  him  for  working  on  his 
own  authority  during  the  last  recess,  it  would  be 
setting  a  precedent  under  which  he  would  have 
nothing  more  to  do  but  to  set  the  present  resolution 
at  defiance,  go  into  the  committee-room  again  in 
the  next  recess,  and  at  the  next  session  again 
demand  pay  for  it.  It  would  have  been  far  better 
(Mr.  T.  said)  to  have  adopted  a  resolution  origi- 
nally paying  him  for  his  services  in  the  recess,  and 
continuing  him  in  regular  employment,  than  to 
permit  (he  soiemn  decision  of  the  House  to  be 
thus  set  aside.  Mr.  T.  concluded  by  calling  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  qaestion;  which  were  ac- 
cordingly ordered. 

Mr.  COWEN  offered  a  few  remarks  in  expla- 
nation, previous  to  the  taking  of  the  question,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  House  would  not  di 
regard  ail  former  precedents  on  the  subject,   and 
take  the  services  ot  this  clerk  for  nothing. 

The  House  rejected  the  amendment^ayes  98, 
noes  101. 

The  quertion  then  recurred  upon  (he  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  CHAIR  aanounced  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law, 
with  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  BiaMARD]  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [C.  .J.  Inqbrsoll]  to  in- 
struct the  committee  to  report  a  bill  excluding 
Vuluntary  applicants,  and  banks^  owned  by  Statef>, 
and  including  sach  corporations  not  owned  by 
States  as  issue  notes  of  circulation.  The  pending 
question  was  a  motion  for  the  previous  question 
m^de  by  Mr.  Pickens 

Mr.  CUSHING  appeaird  to  tbe  gect'eman  to 
withdraw  the  call,  in  oriier  to  eaable  him  to  offer  a 
propo&iiion. 

After  some  conversaiion  backwards  and  for- 
wards, • 

Mr.  PICKENS  assented,  on  condition  that  the 
motion  shonU  be  renewed. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  said  that  the  effect  of  the 

previous  question  would  be  cnt  off  all  amendments 

and  insiructioos,  and   bring  up  the  quisstion  upon 

the  eogros5ment  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.    What 

he  proposed  was,  that  the  gentleman  from  New 

York  [Mr.  Barnard]  should  withdraw  hi^  motion 

to  commit  the   bill,  in  consequence  of  which  the 

instructions  would  fall  to  tbe  ground,  and  he  (Mr. 

C.)  be  enabled  to  tender  an  amendment  to  the  cnn- 

sideratioa  of  the  House.      He  would  send  his 

amendment  to  the  Chair,  that  it  might  be  read  for 

information.    The  amendment  was  then  read  by 

the  Clerk,  as  fo'lovs;  so  that,  instead  of  taking  ef« 

feet  on  the  5th  December,  1842,  it  shall  read: 

"That  ihifl  act  shall  not  alTect  any  case  or  proceedinf  in 
bankruptcy  commenced  before  the  paenge  of  this  act;  or  any 
paine,  penaltiei,  or  forfeitures  Incurred  under  the  said  act;  but 
every  such  prooseding  may  be  continued  to  its  final  consumma- 
tion, in  like  manner  as  if  this  act.had  not  t>een  passed." 

Mr.  BARiSfARD  ^aid  he  would  consent  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  commit,  on  one  condition;  and 
that  was,  that  he  be  perm i  ted  to  offer  a  substitute 
for  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  He  would  send  his 
substitute  to  the  Chair,  to  be  read  for  information: 

Be  it  enacledy  d'e-i  That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  a  unifoim  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States,"  approved  on  the  I9lh  day  or  August,  1811,  as 
authorises  any  person  owing  debts  to  apply,  by  peiition,  for  the 
benefit  of  said  act,  together  with  all  the  pans  of  such  act  which 
are  applicable  solely  to  tbe  mode  of  obtaining  the  benefit  of 
the  provisinns  of  such  act  in  behalf  of  debtors,  by  Che  Tolun- 
laiy  petition  of  such  debtors,  without  the  concurrence  or  aid 
of  fiecrediiorp.  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed:  Pro- 
viSedj  That  this  act  shall  not  aflfect  any  case  or  proceeding  in 
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bankruptcy  already  commenced,  or  which  shall  be  commenced 
before  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  or  any  pains,  penalties,  or 
forfeitures  prescribed  in  and  incuired,  or  which  shall  be  in- 


He  proposed  this,  hoping  that  it  might  prove 
acceptable  to  the  gentlenian  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  CtTSHmo,!  in  lieu  of  his  own. 

Mr.  CUSHING  was  unwilling  to  accept  cf  (he 
amendment,  because  it  went  beyond  the  object 
which  he  desired  to  attain.  His  object  was  to 
perfect  the  bill,  without  going  beyond  it. 

Mr.  BARNARD.  If  my  proposition  be  ad^ 
mitted,  it  will  include  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  CUBHINQ.    Yes,  and  something  more. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  pro- 
ceedings, as  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  again  appealed  to  the  gentle^ 
man  from  New  York,  [Mr.  BAurAan,]  to  with- 
draw the  motion  to  eommit. 

Mr.  BARNARD  here  declined. 

Mr.  GUSHING,  in  accordance  with  the  pledge 
he  had  given,  moved  the  previous  question. 

Tellers  [Messrs.  Hopkihs  and  Liiiji]  were  ap- 
pointed, who  reported — ayes  60,  noes  94. 

So  the  House  refused  to  sustain  tbe  pre?ious 
question. 

The  8PBAKBR  then  announced  the  question 
to  be  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  wished  to  make  one  or 
two  observations.  When  the  bankrupt  bill  was 
under  consideration,  and  before  it  was  passed,  he 
talked  to  the  House  by  the  hour  against  it;  and  be 
proposed  some  twenty  or  thtrty  amendments,  but 
no  attention  was  paid  to  them.  The  bill  was 
passed  hastily,  and  without  due  consideration;  and 
the  effect  was  seen  in  these  propositions  to  repeal 
it.  The  House  was  now  proceeding  with  the 
same  haste  to  repeal,  as  they  proceeded  to  pass  the 
bill;  and  he  wished  to  make  a  few  suggestions,  and 
to  ask  the  Hou^  to  deliberate  on  a  measure  which 
was  to  affect  so  many  interests  in  the  country.  If 
they  repealed  this  law,  without  qualification  or  re- 
striction, they  would  affect  a  class  of  vested 
interests  which  he  considered  good  faith  would 
not  allow  them  to  touch.  And  what  were 
thej?  They  were  interests  of  this  kind:  In  all 
esses  of  involuntary  bankruptcy,  where  credit* 
ors  were  proceeding  against  their  debtors,  they 
had  the  right,  if  an  act  of  bankruptcy  had  been 
committed,  to  have  tbe  debtors  declared  bank- 
I  opts,  and  thrir  p'^operty  distributed  pro  raltf  ac- 
conding  to  their  debt»;  to  set  aside  all  frsudnlent 
conveyances  which  had  been  executed  wi'hin  sixt^ 
days  before  the  application;  and  to  disregard  all 
preferences  which  the  bankrupts  might  have  made. 
But,  by  this  hasty  legislation,  they  would  do  away 
with  all  these  rights.  He  could  illustrate  his  mean- 
ing by  citing  his  own  case.  He  had  had  to  proceed 
against  an  individual,  to  compel  him  into  bank- 
ruptcy, to  cause  a  distribution  of  his  assets;  ihe 
case  was  afterwards  settled  by  compromise,  and 
therefore,  as  il  was  no^  at  an  end,  he  had 
DO  pergonal  interest;  but  he  doubted  not  there 
were  hundreds  of  similar  cases  existing,  and  they 
were  now,  by  hasty  proceedings,  about  to  noHify 
the  whole  that  had  been  done.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  proposition  made,  by  way  of  proviso  and 
salvo,  to  this  effect:  that  the  repealing  act  shall  not 
take  effect  except  from  its  passage;  or  the  5ih  dsyof 
December,  as  It  now  stood;  or  from  tbe4st  of  July, 
as  wai)  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Ifiirk, 
[Mr.  Ba  air  A  an.]  And  what  was  the  object  of  a 
proTi!<ion  of  that  soni  He  would  tell  the  House, 
and  be  would  show  m  injustice  to  the  community. 
That  proceeding  was,  to  allow  all  thoee  who  had 
not  already  done  so,  to  cut  their  legal  cbligations 
to  their  creditors.  Why  was  tbe  act  to  be  repeal- 
ed? It  was,  as  gentlemen  said,  in  obedience  to 
public  sentiment.  What  did  public  sentiment 
demandl  That  they  should  not  touch  the  legal 
obligation  of  contracts;  and,  in  pursuance  of  that 
sentiment,  it  was  proposed  to  repeal  this  law.  But, 
in  the  proviso,  they  said  they  would  allow  time  to 
cnt  aa  many  legal  obligations  as  possible.  And 
what  was  their  plea  for  thai?  Why,  it  had  been 
said,  ^because  they  had  done  it  in  respect  to  some, 
they  should  therefore  do  it  in  respect  to  others. 
Their  having  done  it  in  respect  to  somt,  was  made 
the  pretext  for  doing  it  towards  all:  and  that  was 
their  respect  for  public  sentiment!  and  that  was  the 
way  they  proposed  to  do  for  tbe  people  what  it  was 
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mid  thr  people  required  to  be  done^— that  is,  the 
people  icquired  at  ibeir  hands  that  the  obligation 
of  contracif  should  not  be  ?iolated;  and  they  pro- 
posed ta  comply  with  that  demaad,  by  allowing 
time  for  their  Tiolatio.n.  If  they  had  done  what 
uras  wrong  hy  the  passage  of  the  act  in  respect  to 
contracts  heretofore  existiag,  the  sooner  they  made 
reparation  the  better;  therefore,  they  ought  to  have 
no  proviso  of  that  sort.  -         ^ 

When  he  rose,  be  did  not  intend  to  make  a 
long  speech,  and  therefore  he  should  now  merely 
say  that  he  should  make  no  proposition  to  amend; 
but  he  bhouki  giye  such  a  vole  as  would  tend 
towards  carfying  out  the  principles  he  had  always 
held.  When  the  bankrupt  act  was  passed,  he 
told  Congress  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  but  not  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  this.  He 
was  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law  now,  and  he  ex- 
pected to  die  in  favor  of  one.  He  knew  the  value 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  by  experience.  He  never  was 
sued  for  any  debt  contracted  on  his  own  account, 
in  his  life;  but  he  had  had  a  vast  number  of  writs 
for  debts  of  other  people.  He  had  been  made 
bankrupt  10  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  he  had  had  to  surrender  even  the  books  of 
his  offioc  to  pay  other  people's  debts.  Fortunately 
for  him,  he  had  got  clear  of  the  whole  of  it.  The 
principle  of  bankruptcy  which  they  ought  to  sanc- 
tion was  to  relieve  a  man  from  deb)s  incurred  by 
calamity,  and  not  by  imprudence;  but  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bankrupt  law,  they  had  failed  to  make 
that  distinctions  they  had  undertaken  to  relieve 
everybody  from  his  debts  created  by  imprudence, 
or  fVom  the  conseqnences  of  his  frauds,  by  means 
of  which  debts  might  have  been  contracted;  and' it 
was  against  a  principle  of  that  extent  that  so- 
ciety had  risen  up  as  with  the  voice  of  one  man. 
No  man  in  his  section  of  the  country  had  ever  said 
that  in  a  case  of  calamity  or  misfortune — for 
Heaven,  by  tempest,  or  by  flood  destroys  a  man*s 
property — a  man  should  not  be  relieved. 

He  (Mr.  Undbxwood)  protested  against  their 
mortgaging  the  faculties  of  a  man  under  such  cir- 
cnmstances,  or«  Shylock-like,  claiming  that  his 
flesh  should  be  meted  ouf:  yet  there  were  many 
who,  by  ih«ir  extravagance  or  imprudence,  had  got 
into  debt;  and  to  relieve  them  by  this  bankrupt 
law,  was  to  permit  them  tojgo  into  the  community, 
and  do  the  same  thing  again.  Now,  he  (Mr.  U.) 
would  vote  for  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  ffew 
York,  [Mr.  BiaiiAaD,]  if  he  would  reduce  the  time 
for  voluntary  bankruptcies. 

Mr.  BARNARD  agreed  to  amend  his  proposi* 
tion,  by  changing  the  day  from  the  Ist  July  to  the 
Ist  April. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  would  then  consider  that 
alteration  as  made  in  the  gentleman's  proposition. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  after  conversation  with  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  again  changed  the  day,  from  the 
1st  of  April  to  the  4th  of  March. 

Mr.  BLACK  inquired  if  It  was  in  order  to 
move  to  lay  that  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARNARD  withdrew  his  motion  to  com- 
mit the  bill  te  th^  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  BLACK  said,  when  the  proper  lime  came, 
be  would  move  to  lay  the  gentleman's  amendment 
on  the  table. 

tir.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  obtained  permission 
from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky*  [Mr.  Undku- 
wooD,]  (who  still  kept  possession  of  the  floor,)  to 
move  to  amend  the  proposilien  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  by  the  addition 
of  the  words,  *'and  to  include  banks." 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CUSHING  on  a 
point  of  form  and  order, 

Mr.  EVERETT  intimated  his  willingness  to 
amend  his  original  bill,  by  substituting  the  35th 
for  the  5ih  of  December,  as  the  day  fixed  by  the 
proviso  as  the  limit  for  the  application  in  bank- 
mptey. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  resumed.  He  had 
but  very  little  to  say;  but  he  wanted  the  amend- 
ments presented,  which  would  exhibit  the  whole  sub- 
ject in  the  aspect  which  he  had  pointed  out.  First,  he 
wanted  a  proposition  made  from  some  part  of  the 
House  for  the  repeal  of  the  bill  heretofore  passed, 
so  far  as  related  to  applications  for  voluntary  bank- 
ruptcy, without  proviso  or  qualification.  He  then 
wanted  a  motion  madci  in  some  shape  or  othert  by 


gcmlemen  who  had  been  acting  on  thi>s  subject,  to 
retain  so  much  of  the  bill  as  allows  ol  compulsory 
bankruptcy,  and  the  distribution  of  the  property  of 
the  bankrupt  among  his  creditors,  according  to|their 
respective  debts,  pro  rato.  For  the  reasons  which 
he  had  already  advanced,  he  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  repeal  the  voluntary  principle  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  and  -to  retain  the  involuntary  part 
of  it.  That  was  the  proposition  ot  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  BiRNiao,]  except  that  be* 
proposed  to  permit  yoluntary  bankrupcies,  first  uniil 
(he  ist  July,  then  until  the  1st  April;  and  as  the 
proposition  now  stood,  until  the  4th  day  of  March. 
Now  that  was  the  very  thing  which  the  people  had 
condemned;  and  he  (Mr.  U.)  wished  to  get  clear 
of  that  pArt  of  the  proviso;  and  he  would  move,  if 
it  were  in  order,  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment  as  proposed  to  extend  the 
time  until  the  4ih  ot  March  for  voluntary  bank- 
rupts to  file  their  petitions. 

The  SPEAKER  said  such  a  motion  was  not  then 
in  order. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  submitted,  as  a  point  of  order, 
that  the  amendment  which  had  been  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J.  In- 
gbbsoll]  was  not  in  order  without  the  consent  of 
the  House;  which  had  not  been  given.  He  then 
went  on  to  state  the  nature  of  the  proposition 
which  he  desired  to  make — which  ^was,  in  efi*ect,  to 
substitute  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act  for 
the  days  which  had  been  proposed.  Various  prop- 
ositions and  observations  were  made  by  several 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  then  rose,  and  said,  if  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  had  decided  anything  in  relation 
to  this  question,  they  had  decided  that  the  bankrupt 
law  should  be  repealed;  and  he  should  rej^ard  any 
proposition  to  clog  it  with  exceptions,  or  provisoes, 
as  calculated  to  disappoint,  rather  than  to  promote, 
the  public  expectation.  What  he  desired  was  a 
direct  vote  of  this  House  upon  the  immediate  and 
unqualified  repeal  t)f  the  law.  He  believed  that 
was  what  it  was  expected,  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  would  do;  and  he  called  upon  the 
frieads  of  repeal  there  to  disregard  all  these  excep- 
tions and  provisoes,  and  to  consent  to  take  nothing 
until  they  RCt  a  vote  on  the  unqualified  repeal  of 
the  law.  For  himself,  he  should  vote  against  every 
amendment  which  contained  such  a  proposition  as 
was  incorporated  in  that  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  or  the  eenilenoan 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushing  ]  He  would 
not  say  how  he  would  vote  on  the  bill  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  [Mr.  EvERigrT.]  He  went 
for  the  repeal  of  the  law — ^for  an  instant  repeal  of 
the  law,  and  the  unqualified  repeal  of  the  law;  and 
he  called  upon  those  who  were  looked  to  here  to 
execute  the  public  judgment,  with  regard  to  this 
law,  to  be  cautious  how  they  voted  on  these  vari- 
ous propositions. 

It  was  in  the  power  of  the  majority  (which  he 
doubled  not  might  be  found  there  in  favor  of  repeal) 
to  bring  the  House  tp  a  direct  vote  on  the  question 
of  repeal,  instead  of  on  those  propositions,  some 
of  which  would  make  repeal  of  no  utility.  The 
proposition  which  designed  to  continue  volun- 
tary baakruptoies  until  the  4th  of  March,  gave 
notice  to  every  debtor  to  come  and  be  discharged 
from  his  liabilities,  and  then  there  would  be  nothing 
to  remedy;  for  the  whole  mischief  would  be  done. 
If,  however,  they  came  up  to  an  unqualified  repeal 
of  the  law,  they  might  prevent  much  of  the  mis- 
chief that  would  result  from  its  operation.  He 
(Mr.  Hopkins)  had  seen  nothing  in  the  indicati<?ns 
of  public  sentiment  about  a  qualified  repeal;  he 
had  seen'  nothing  about  voluntary  or  involuntary 
bankruptcy.  On  the  contrary,  the  people  had 
called  on  their  Representatives  to  repeal  the  law; 
and,  in  bis  jadgment,  they  would  disappoint  the 
people  if  they  accepted  any  of  these  various  prop- 
ositions to  amend.  He  was  satisfied  there  was  a 
majority  on  that  floor  for  repeal — unqualified  re- 
peal; and  he  called  upon  them  to  stand  by  the 
bill  in  that  shape;  if  not,  they  would  repeal  but  in 
name.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Un- 
derwood] had  spoken  of  a  repeal  which  would 
interfere  with  vested  interests;  but,  in  his  (Mr.  H.*s) 
judgment,  it  was  not  repeal  which  interfered  with 
vested  iatereats:  it  was  the  passage  of  the  law 


which  interfered  with  vested  interests,  and  im- 
paired the  obligation  of  contracts.  He  repeated, 
that,  unless  the  .bill  should  be  passed  ^  as  to  se- 
cure an  unqualified  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  as 
at  present  advised  be  should  vote  against  every 
proposition;  for  no  other  would  meet  the  expecta- 
tion?;  of  the  conntry. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  understood  to  move  the  com- 
mittal of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  submitted,  as  an  amend- 
ment, a  simple  proposition  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  and  he  was  afterwards  understood 
to  say  that  he  would  consent  to  the  committal  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  but  with  instiuciions  to  re- 
pert  a  bill  for  the  (repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  to- 
morrow at  two  o'clock.  This  (he  said)  would 
bring  the  House  to  the  question  whether  there 
should  or  should  not  be  a  repeal. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  been  sitting  there 
watching  the  Protean  shapes  given  to  the  bill,  un- 
til he  was  tired.  If  they  intended  torepeat'thatlaw, 
now  was  the  accepted  iime>  The  House  could 
come  to  the  question  of  repeal,  if  they  chose,  at 
once,  by  vothig  down  the  motions  to  commit,  and 
the  motion  to  instruct;  and  then,  by  refusioiig  to 
entertain  the  previous  question,  make  it  a  bill  to- 
operate  from  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  not  from 
the  5ih  of  December,  or  any  other  specified  day. 
That  was  all  that  was  wanted;  and  that  could  be 
done  to-day,  just  as  well  as  it  could  be  done  if  it 
were  referred  to  a  committee. 

He  (Mr.  Wise)  had  said  nothing  about  this 
bankrupt  bill,  except  once;  and  that  was  when  the 
potent  argument  was  advanced  to  (he  House  and 
the  country,  that  there  were  500,000  bankrupt 
voters  in  the  United  States  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves 9f  its  advantages. 

This  power  it  was  (and  a  political  power,  too) 
that  was  ureed  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
bankrupt  bill,  by  which  it  was  kicked  through  in 
such  hot  hasle.  He  warned  gentlemen,  however, 
(and  it  wa^  all  he  had  ever  said  on  this  subject,) 
hat  if  there  were  500,000  bankrupts  in  the  coun- 
ry,  there  were  at  least  500,000  creditors  also. 
Their  condition,  too,  was  changed.  The  debtors 
being  released— gentlemen  no  longer  having  the 
debtor  power  to  press,  now  pressed  the  creditor 
power.  When  they  thought  the  bankrupt  law  was 
popular,  they  passed  it;  but  now  they  think  its  re- 
peal is  popular,  they  pre^s  the  repeal*  Though 
he  could  see  mis^cbiefs  growing  out  of  the  repeal  of 
this  law,  still  he  thought  that  k  ousbt  to  be  repeal- 
ed. He  believed  that  this  bankrupt  law  had  pro- 
duced one-half  the  distress  of  the  country,  by  de- 
stroying confidence,  and  inducing,  creditors  to  put 
the  screws  on  their  debtors.  At  the  moment  that 
the  Legislature  stepped  forward  to  interfere  be- 
tween the  debtors  and  the  creditors,  the  latter  were 
stimulated  to  c3mmenoe  suits  for  the  recovery  of 
their  debts.  Mr.  W.  strongly  opposed  the  including 
of  banks  and  corporations  in  the  provisions  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  on  the  ground  that  the  same  evils 
would  be  produced  by  it.  The  banks  would  be 
compelled  to  put  additional  screws  on  their  debtors; 
and  he  hoped  there  was  no  one  who  would  be 
willing  to  see  the  people  depressed  farther  than  they 
already  were.  The  best  thing  that  could  now  be 
done  would  be,  to  repeal  this  law,  for  the  purpose 
of  restoring  confidence,  and  f  nabliug  creditor:^  with 
more  saf«ty,  to  indulge  their  debtors. 

Mr.  CHAS.  BROWN  said  he  roee  nppn  the 
impulse  of  the  moment,  to  enter  his  protest  against 
the  assumptions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wise]  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  effects  upon  the  people  of  Viiginia,  and 
all  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  that  would  follow 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Inoeesoll,]  to  embrace  aH  '^banks*^ 
within  the  involuntary  provisions  of  the  bankrupt 
law.  It  had  been,  and  now  was,  the  desperate 
struggles  of  involved  and  insolvent  banks  to  col- 
lect their  debts,  that  had  ground  the  people  to  death. 
The  fear  of  protests  and  bank  disgrace  compelled 
many  to  sacrifice  their  property,  to  keep  up  their 
credit  in  bank.  The  banks  sacrifice  nothing,  but 
compel  their  debtors  to  sacrifice  their  property  to 
redeem  the  bank's  notes:  thus  do  they  go  on,  com- 
pelling the  payment  of  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  per 
cent,  every   sixty   daysj  and   that  it   was  that 
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had  spread  such  ruin  apd  distress  through  many 
parts  of  the  country,  and  would  coniinae  to  be  the 
ease,  as  long  as  the  involved  or  insolvent  banks 
were  suffered  to  exist.  Lei  but  these  banks  be 
forced  to  stop  banking — to  stop  discounting  in- 
dividual notes,  and  issuing  their  own,  and 
their  debtors  woold  feel  immediate  relief.  The 
banks  would  no  longf  r  have  any  inducement  to 
oppress  their  debtors,  but  vould  collect  their  debts 
without  oppressing  them*,  and  if  the  Virginia  banks 
could  be  thus  stopped  how,  the  people  of  Virginia 
would  soon  breathe  freely.  In  a  single  day,  or 
month,  they  would  feel  thfmselves  relieved  as 
from  ao  incabns;  and  their  prosperity  would  be 
soon  restored.  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  what  he 
stated  to  be  true.  He  was  not  theorizing,  but  giv- 
ing to  the  House  and  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
the  results  of  experience.  In  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, while  its  dozen  of  banks  pursued  the  course 
DOW  being  pursued  by  the  Virginia  banks,  all  was 
distress,  and  diflScuhy,  and  oppression;  but  the  very 
hoar  that  one-half  of  them  closed  their  doors, 
Cwhieh  they  did  nearly  on  the  same  day,)  and 
three-fourths  of  its  bank  capital  was  thus  forced  into 
entire  bankruptcy,  and  they  obliged  to  stop  banking,- 
the  people  ft  It  relief,  and  have  been  going  on  ever 
since  increasing  in  prosperity.  Money,  instead  of 
being  scarce,  has  been  increasing  in  quantity,  and 
improving  in  quality.  Property  ceased  to  be  sac- 
rificed to  meet  the  grinding  requisitions  of  insol- 
▼ent  banks.  Nor  was  this  salutary  influence  felt 
at  Philadelphia  alone;  but  wherever  the  banks  had 
been  forced  to  pay  specie  or  close,  the  same  relief 
had  been  felt.  Under  the  bankrupt  law,  the  bad 
will  be  forced  to  close,  and  the  good  be  relieved 
from  tfaa  weight  of  the  bad,  and  the  community 
be  relieved  from  the  oppression  of  them  all.  The 
idea  (hat  there  would  be  no  money  in  circulation  if 
the  banks  were  closed,  was  an  absurdity  too  palpa- 
ble to  need  contradiction.  Such  had  been  always. 
fearedy  bat  had  never  been  the  consequence. 

One  word  as  to  the  power  of  the  Greneral  Gov- 
ernment to  bring  those  State  institutions  under  their 
bankrupt  law,  and  he  had  done*  Of  that  power  I 
have  not  the  4east  doubt.  The  sole  or  main  object 
and  intention  of  giving  to  the  General  Government 
the  power  to  pass  a  general  bankrupt  law,  was 
eiridently  to  establish  general  rules  and  laws  regu- 
lating and  controlling  the  relations  of  debtor  and 
creditor  throughout  the  Union— to  prevent  any  one 
State  from  throwing  over  the  property  of  its  citi- 
zens a  iihield  against  their  creditors  in  another 
8tate.  If,  therefore,  no  State  could  protect  the  proper- 
ty of  its  citizens,  as  individuals,  from  the  operation 
of  a  general  bankrupt  law;  how  could  it,  or  why 
ought  it  to  have  the  power  to  shield  the  property  6f 
Its  corporate  bodies  from  the  same  liabilities 
that  iu  citizens  are  under?  What  were  banks  or 
corporations?  Were  they  not  merely  "artificial  per- 
sons"—usually  a  number  of  individuals  invested 
with  power  to  bear  a  single  name,  with  the  same 
powers  as  individuals  pursuing  the  same  business? 
Thos  a  bank  corporation  had  the  same  power  as  a 
single  banker^a  manufacturing  corporation  as  a 
single  manafactursr — a  mining  corporation  as  a 
single  miner.  If,  then,the  general  bankrupt  law  over- 
rode the  Sute  laws  so  far  as  it  affected  the  proper- 
ty of  each  iodividaal  as  a  private  banker,  manu- 
facturer, or  miner,  why  should  it  not'override  State 
laws  as  to  the  property  of  the  same  individuals,  as 
corporate  bankers,  manufacturers,  and  miners? 
Th&«e  debtors  and  creditors  were  all  alike,  and  the 
same  general  laws  ought  to  regulate  and  control 
them.  He  could  not  see  what  principle  of  State 
rights  would  be  impaired;  and  believing  that 
a  great  good  would  be  done,  he  would  go 
heanily  for  bringing  all  banks  and  corpora- 
tions nnder  the  involntary  provisions  of  the  bank? 
mpt  law;  and  would  assure  his  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wisk]  that  the  people  of  Virginia  and 
the  whole  country  would,  instead  of  being  ''screwed 
down'*  farther,  as  be  asserted,  find  the  screws  im- 
mediately loosened,  and  themselves  free  and  pros- 
perous. If  banks  were  not  so  brought  within  the 
province  of  the  law,  he  should  vote  for  its  repeal; 
believing,  as  he  did,  that  its  continuance  would  do 
more  evil  than  good.  Evil  it  had  worked,  and  no 
doubt,  to  some  extent,  would  continue  to  work;  but 
he  waa  confidemt  that  the  immense  amount  of  good 


that  would  be  done  to  the  whole  country  by  a  general 
strangulation  cf  all  the  note  ik>.vuiog  insolvent 
banks,  and  a  consequent  purification  of  the  cur- 
rency, would  more — far  more — than  compensate  for 
all  or  any  of  the  evils  ef  a  continuance  of  the 
bankrupt  law  upon  iodividnals. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  wished  to  say  a  few  words  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken.  The  House  had  long 
presented  a  strange  spectacle  to  the  country,  by 
undoing  at  one  session  what  was  solemnly  done 
at  another;  acting  under  the  impulses  of  patriotism 
and  love  f^r  the  people.  The  Democracy,  too, 
presented  an  extraordinary  spectacle.  Ttiey,  as 
friends  of  the  people,  were  demanding  the  repeal 
of  the  law,  and  especially  that  part  applying  to  the 
poor  debtor.'  This  was  the  tune  of  modern  De- 
mocracy— the  subterranean  Democracy — that  the 
act  went  loo  far  in  its  provisions  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pool!  Whilst  making  these  remarks  on  the 
Democratic  party,  he  could  not  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing his  dissent  from  many  acts  of  the  Whig 
party.  He  thought  they  were  too  soon  tired  of 
well-doing,  and  too  sooA  yielding  to  the  one-man 
power  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue.  He  thought 
they  should  leave  the  undoing  of  theit'  own  meas- 
ures to  another  Congress,  when,  all  conceded,  the 
Democracy  would  have  a  large  majority.  Let  the 
Democracy  and  John  Tyler  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  two  years. 

As  for  (he  bankrupt  law,  he  regarded  it  as  the 
best  measure  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Whigs. 
Its  evil  had  been  accomplished,  and,  should  it  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  force,,  be  predicted  that,  in 
five  years,  it  would  be  the  most  popular  law  in  the 
country.  He  commented  on  the  coalition  which 
he  said  had  been  formed  between  the  Lncofocos 
and  a  portion  of  those  claiming  to  have  belonged 
to  the  Whig  party,  by  which  defeat  had  been 
brought  upon  the  Whig  cause.  There  deemed  to 
be  an  especial  desire  on  the  part  of  this  coalition  to 
have  the  bankrupt  law  repealed,  and  to  set  them- 
selves up  as  the  enemies  of  debt. 

He  commented  on  the  fact  that  many  Democrats 
in  New  York,  particular  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
reji,  were  against  the  repeal  of  this  law.^  Indeed, 
he  had  the  best  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  himself  was  in  favor  of  the  present  bankrupt 
law.  A  large  number  of  the  Democracy  of  New 
York  had  petitioned  against  the  repeal  of  the  law. 
In  1827,  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  advocated  a  bank- 
rupt act  in  the  Senate;  and  now  every  mountebank 
in  the  couAtry  was  setting  himself  up  to  know  more 
about  it  than  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  into  the  subject  ai  large,  and 
spoke  until  the  expiration  of  his  honr,  treating  the 
.  subject  in  its  personal,  political,  and  comipercial 
aspects.  • 

After  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  ob4ained  the  floor,  and 
moved  an  adjournment;  which  was  carried. 

IN  SPJ^ATE. 

Thursday,  Deckmbeu  23,  1842. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  amemoiial  from 
Mary  R^eside,  tBe  widow  of  Jas.  Recside,  deceased, 
who  was  a  mail  contractor  with  the  Government, 
praying  that  Congress  might  pass  a  law,  appropri- 
ating the  amount  of  the  verdict  obtained  by  her  de- 
ceased husband  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted State.c,  against  the  United  States,  for  the  sum  of 
(188,496  06|  a  large  portion<of  which  verdict  was 
for  money  actually  borrowed  on  his  orders,  and  a 
mortgage  on  his  property,  to  aid  the  Pest  Office 
Depaitment.  The  memorialist  states  that  the  mort- 
gaged property  u  threatened  to  be  sold,  to  satisfy 
the  mortgage.  Mr.  B.  moved,  as  this  presented  a 
legal  question,  that  the  memorial,  and  the  memo- 
rial of  James  Reeside,  deceased,  now  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee: 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  assistant  messengers  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, praying  an  increase  of  their  compensation: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Daniel  Currier, 
for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CONRAD,  it  was  ordered  that 
I  the  memorial  of  Juan  Ctnarro,  for  property  taken' 


from  him  in  1841,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  to  prov.de  for  ascertaining'  and  dis- 
posing of  the  lead-mineral  lands  in  the  States  of 
Illinois  and  Arkansas,  and  the  Territories  of  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recomrafndation  that  it  do 
pass,  the  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the 
catalogues  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved^  That  the  Cnmmittee  on  Commerce  be  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  ezpetUency  of  making  an  appropriation  (o 
remove  theol»tructi<ma4o  navigMion  at  the  Dea  Moines  repida,  ^ 
in  the  Mjasinippi  river. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  nnanimoust 
consent,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  said  he  had  a  petition  to  pre- 
sent from  citizens  of  Iowa  Territory  upon  the  same 
subject,  and  which  he  should  ask  to  have  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

In  explanation  of  the  resolution  and  netition,  he 
said  the  rapids  referred  to  had  been,  and  continued 
to  be,  an  obstruction  to  the  commerce  upon  the 
Mississippi,  between  St.  Louis  and  the  northern  part 
of  Illinois  and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa.  The  rapid  is  impassable,  at  least  without 
great  delay  and  danger,  at  low  stages  of  water. 
For  the  last  few  yearn,  the  impediment  to  the  navi- 
gation cf  that  noble  river  had  been  more  sensibly 
felt,  from  the  great  increase  of  population  andedm* 
merce  upon  the  Upper  Mississippi.  The  whole 
commerce  of  Iowa,  and  most  of  that  of  Wiskonsin 
and  the  northern  part  of  the  State  he  represented, 
so  far  as  depended  upon  water  communication , 
had  to  pass  these  rapids.  Looking,  then,  to  the 
growth  and  resources  of  the  immense  territory 
north  of  the  rapids,  no  one  could  mistake  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  thi«  improvement.  He 
believed  that  no  part  of  the  Mississippi  valley  had' 
surpassed,  if  it  had  ever  equalled  it,  in  the  same 
period  of  time,  in  population  and  improvement. 
Duiing  the  fall  season,  when  emigration  was  pour- 
ing in  most  numerously,  the  delay,  and  rzpensei 
and  loss  of  property  were  greatest  at  these  rapids* 
No  stronger  appeal  could  be  presented  than  the  ex- 
isting state  of  things,  to  the  justice  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  appropriate  means  to  remove  the  obstruc- 
tion complained  of  in  this  petition. 

Mr.  B.  f^aid  that  the  great  mineral  hegion  lies 
north  of  these  rapids.  In  lead,  and  possibly  in 
copper,  the  territory  referred  to  was  the  richest  up- 
on the  face  of  the  globe.  The  whole  people  of 
the  country  were  interested  in  protecting  this  inter* 
est.  In  1839,  the  amount  of  lead  which  descended 
over  these  rapids,  the  products  of  the  upper  mines, 
was  twenty  six  millions  of  pounds;  in  1840,  twen- 
ty-five millions ;  and  for  the  first  eleven  months  of 
18^1,  twenty-seven  million  six  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds.  At  ordinary  prices,  the  net  pro- 
ceeds would  amounfto  more  than  a  million  of  dol- 
lars per  year.  This  lead  finds  its  way  to  the  East- 
ern cities:,  and  supplies  the  demand  for  the  article 
in  all  the  various  purpo.'^es  to  which  it  was  applied. 
The  opening  of  these  mines  has  supplied  the  home 
market,  and  prevented  importations  from  abroad. 
From  1821  to  1838,  inclusive — a  period  of  eighteen 
years — we  imported  but  S,625,133  pounds;  while 
we  have  exported  more  than  that  amount  to  China - 
alone  in  a  single  year.  In  1840  we  imported  about 
half  a  million,  and  exported  twice  that  amount. 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  independent  of  these 
considerations,  the  highest  dictates  of  national  duty 
require  that  the  appropriation  should  be  madew 
That  river,  and  the  p^ri  of  it  which  includes  the 
obstruction  referred  to,  was  the  channel  to  naviga* 
tion  for  two  Territories,  and  no  inconsiderable  por- 
tion of  one  of  the  Stat  s.  The  subject,  therefore, 
assumed  an  importance  that  made  the  work  one 
of  national  concern.  They  were  yearly  appro- 
priating millions  for  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors, rivers,  inlets,  and  other  ♦orks  to  protect  the 
commerce  upon  the  sea-board;  and  he  claimed  the 
same  measure  of  justice  for  the  people  of  the  Mia- 
sissippi  valley. 
The  petition  from  the  citizens  of  Iowa  was  then 
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pre&en'ed|  and,  upon  his  motion,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  agreeably  to  notice,  and  on 
]ea?e,  introdaced  a^bill  to  repeal  certain  portions 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  1st,  1842, 
entitled  **An  act  establishing  certain  post  offices 
and  post  rcates."  which  was  read.  ' 

Mr.  MERRICK  desired  that  the  billpiightbe 
read  a  second  time  and  disposed  of,  wiiboat  being 
referred  to  the  committer;  as  it  was  merely  to  cor- 
rect the  error  which  was  made  in  engrossing  the 
bill  of  August  last,  and  which  had-  been  spoken  of 
yesterday;  which  error  was  the  cause  of  continuing 
the  post  office  at  the  high  school  in  Fairfax  county, 
a  few  miles  from  Alexandria,  when  Congress  ac- 
tually, by  a  formal  vote,  btiuck  from  the  bill  such 
office. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and,  being  engrossed  according  to  order,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  took  pleasure  in  present* 
ing  to  the  Senate  the  credentials  of  his  colleague, 
Lbwis  F.  LivVf,  who  was  elected  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  MisTonri  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  ot  March  next ;  which  Mr.  B. 
moved  to  have  placed  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  as 
the  oath  of  office  would  not  be  administered  until 
after  the  expiration  of  this  Congress. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  the  credentials  of  his 
colleague,  AMBaosB  H.  Sbvisr,  who  was  elected 
by  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas  a  Senator  from  that 
State  for  six  years  from  and  after  the  4'h  of  March, 
1843.  Mr.  F.,  in  presenting  the  credentials,  re- 
marked  that  a  misstatement  had  gone  abroad  as  to 
the  term  for  which  his  colleague  was  elected.  That 
some  of  the  papers  had  published  that  he  was 
elected  from  the  4ih  of  March,  1845,  instead  of  the 
4th  of  March,  1843.  He  wished  this  error  in  .the 
public  mind  corrected.  The  credentials  were  or- 
dered to  be  placed  on  the  files. 

Mr.  BARROW  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  for  the  present  on  the  table,  viz: 

Retolved^  That  the  Committco  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  State 
of  Looiciana  every  alternate  section  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
limits  of  that  Btate,  which  have  been  returned  as  not  worth  the 
coat  of  suivey;  and  each  alternate  section  of  such  lands  as  are 
mbject  to  inundation  by  tho  overflowing  of  the  Mississippi 
liver,  on  the  condition  that  the  said  State  construct  levees,  by 
means  of  which  said  lands  shall  be  effectually  protected,  tHort' 
after,  from  inundation:  And  provided^  That  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  lands  reclaimed  by  means  of  such  levees,  shall 
be  exclusively  appropriated  bjr  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  liie 
making  of  roads  and  the  improving  of  rivers  and  bayous  within 
i(s  limits. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  a  bill  had  been  introdaced, 
and  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  lo 
allow  a  drawback  on  goods  exported  in  original 
packages  by  way  of  the  Northwest.  Her  had 
wished  that  the  bill  might  be  made  general  in  its 
provisiont;  and  he  threw  out  some  suggestions  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  a  few  days  ago,  when 
the  bill  alluded  to  wan  referred  to  it,  wiih  the  hope 
that  they  might  consider  it  jost  and  proper  to  make 
the  bill  a  general  one.  He  aiso  srated  on  that  oc- 
casion, that  if  they  did  not  do  so,  be  wouH  feel  it 
bis  duly  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  bill  when 
it  was  taken  op  for  consideration.  He  had  de- 
termined, however,  not  to  embarrass  action  on 
that  bill,  and  would  move  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolation: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  drawbaclc  on  for- 
eign merchandise  exported  in  original  packages,  as  well  by  sea 
•■  over  land. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  following  resolation,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Wrigbt  on  yesterday,  was  taken  op,  and,  being 
explained  by  the  mover,  was  adopted,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment  be  instruct- 
ed  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate  the  number  of  clerks  of 
committees  who  have  been  appointed  and  paid  out  of  (he  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Senate,  during  the  last  and  present  Con- 
gross;  the  amount  so  paid  to  such  clerks,and  the  rate  of  compen- 
sation: and  whether  any,  and  what,  other  mode  can,  in  the  opin- 
ion o(^  the  committee,  be  adopted,  by  which  a  more  general, 
aad  equal,  and  effectual  aid  to  all  the  committees  of  the  isenate 
may  Im  secured  in  a  more  reasonable  form,  and  on  more  eco- 
nomical terms. 

The  resolution  by  Mr.  Allen,  to  re»cind  the  40'h 
rale  of  the  Senate,  concerning  the  business  in  se- 
cret sessioDyCame  ap  in  order;  but  was,  on  the  mo- 


tion of  ilie  mover,  pt  sipone  1  till  the  '21  Monday  in 
Jannarj  nexi,  &di)  mad^  theor<!er  mr  that  day. 

On  moiion  by  Mr.  WOODBURY,  300  copies  ad- 
ditional of  iLie  report  of  thecoasi  sorvey  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  resolution  introduced  on  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Lisit,  came  up  in  order,  and  was  read  as  follow?: 

Re8olvedy\ThAt  the  Preaident^c  requested  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate ofthe  nature  and  extent  of  the  "Informal  communications" 
which  took  place  between  the  American  Secretary  of  Biatc 
and  the  British  special  minister,  during  the  late  negotiation  in 
Washingllon  city,  on  the  "subject  of  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains;"  and  also  to  inform  the  !9enate  what  were  the  rea- 
sons which  prevented  '^any  agreement  on  the  subject  at  pres- 
ent," and  which  made  it  ^'mexpedient  to  include  that  subject 
among  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation." 

Mr.  ARCHER  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  that,  inasmuch  as  it  might  be  inconsist- 
ent with  the  public  interests  that  this  information 
should  be  communicated  at  this  time,  it  would  be 
better  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  the 
words  *4f  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  inter- 
est." His  own  opinion  was,  that  the  honorable 
S^'nator  would  be  nearer  to  the  accomplishment  of 
his  purpose  by  not  pressing  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution at  this  time. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  considered  the  suggestion  of 
the  honorable  Senator  exceedingly  reasonable.  The 
reason  why  he  had  introduced  the  resolution  was, 
that  they  might  have  some  information  regarding 
the  condition  of  the  Oregon  territory.  The  nego- 
iiatiolts  upon  that  subject  bad  slept  for  the  last 
twelve  or  fourteen  years.  It  appeared  that  some 
correspondence  had  taken  place,  informally,  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of. State  and  Lord  Ashburton; 
and  he  felt  great  anxiety  that  something  positive 
should  be  known  regarding  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  in  reference  to  this  subject.  Many 
of  our  citizens  were  now  going  to  that  Ter- 
ritory, and  they  were  desirous  of  knowing 
in  what  position  they  were  likely  to  be 
placed.  The  claim  of  the  British  Government 
appeared  to  be  in  some  degree  strengthened  by  lapie 
of  .time  *,  and  the  public  feeling  in  many  of  the 
States  throughout  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  gen- 
erally, and,  indeed,  throughout  the  wh«le  United 
States,  demanded  that  some  definite  action  should 
take  place.  We  want  to  know  what  the  British 
Gk)vernDent  are  disposed  to  tolerate  us  ihepossest- 
sion  of.  That  seemed  to  be  the  nature  of  the  case; 
not  what  we  are  dispoFed  lo  assert  our  right  to  and 
to  claim,  but  what  they  will  allow  us  the  possession 
of.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  resolution  would 
do  very  we^l  as  it  was ;  if,  however,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  was  desirous  that  it  should  be  modi- 
fied in  accordance  with  ihe  suggestion  he  had  made, 
he  (Mr.  Linn)  had  not  the  Nast  objection. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed,  that  if  the  resolution 
was  to  pass  at  all,  it.shouid  be  with  the  usual  mod- 
ification; but  the  resolution  seemed  lo  have  been 
brought  forward  under  a  misapprehension  of  the 
fact — under  the  supposition  ihhi  all  negotiations 
upon  the  subject  had  been  to|ally  laid  a^ide.  If  this 
were  the  ground  upon  which  it  had  been  introduced, 
it  was,  as  he  (Mr.  Archer)  was  advised,  a  mistaken 
supposition.  The  subject  had  noi  been  laid  aside: 
it  was  still  a  pending  subject  of  negotiation  between 
the  two  Governments.  And  in  this  View  of  the 
subject,  he  would  submit  to  the  honorable  Senator 
whether.it  was  fit  that  they  should  make  the  inquiry 
at  this  time;  or  whether  he  would  promote  bis  ol>- 
ject  by  pressing  the  matter  now;  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  better,  therefore,  to  permit  the  reso- 
lation to  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present.  If  his 
honorable  friend,  however,  would  accept  the  modi- 
fication which  he  had  suggested,  he  would  offer  no 
opposition  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  LINN  assented,  observing  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  at  all  material,  as,  if  the  furnishing  of  the 
information  shonld  be  considered  by  the  Executive 
as  detrimental  to  the  public  interests,  it  would  be 
withheld  in  either  case. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  was  exceedingly  desirous 
that  an  investigation  of  this  subject  should  take 
place  at  an  early  day,  ^nd  that  the  question  should 
be  set  at  rest.  It  appeared  to  him,  however,  thst. 
if  negotiations  were  now  actually  pending,  it  would 
be  utterly  idle  and  nugatory  to  ask  the  Executive 
for  any  information  upon  this  subject.   His  an- 


swer mufit  necessarily  be,  that  it  does  not  comport 
with  the  public  interest  to  make  such  communica- 
tion. He  (Mr.  Kino)  had  had  some  experience 
here;  and  he  knew  very  well  that  calls  of  this  kind 
frequently  embarrass  negotiations.  They  were  too 
much  in  the  habit  of  pushing  things  to  publicity  at 
80  early  a  period,  that  the  whole  world  were  aware 
of  the  precise  position  in  which  their  negotiations 
stood,  and  were  enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
knowledge  to  embarrass  the  negotiation,  and  coan- 
teract  its  objects. 

Mr.  BENTON  sustained  the  resolution,  and  en- 
forced the  arguments  urged  by  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Linm]  In  favor  of  its  immediate  adoption.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  he  dwelt  particularly  on 
the  fact,  that,  in  the  correspondence  furnished  to 
the  Senate  relative  to  'he  late  negotiation  between 
the  British  special  minister  and  onr  Secretary  of 
State,  not  one  word  is  said  about  the  propositions 
made  by  either  party  for  an  adjuatment  of  the 
claims  to  the  Columbia  river.  The  Presidents 
message  alluded  to  'informal  coumnnications,** 
but  they  are  not  found  in  the  correspondence  fur- 
nished to  the  Senate.  The  resolution  makes  two 
inquiries:  one  as  to  the  "nature  and  extent  of 
these  informal  communications;"  .and  the  other  as 
to  the  '^reasons  which  prevented  any  agreement  on 
the  subject  at  present,"  and  which  made  it  "inexpe- 
dient to  include  the  subject  i^mong  the  tubjccts  of 
formal  negotiations." 

There  could  be  no  reason  for  withholding  the 
nature  of  the  conference  in  those  particalais. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  State  secrets  in  this 
country.  Onr  right  to  the  Colombia  river,  and  all 
the  territory  we  claim  in  that  region,  is  nndoubted; 
and  we  assert  it  to  the  world.  If  Great  Britain  has 
a  claim,  let  it  too  be  taken  in  hand,  and  spread 
before  the  world.  The  delay  had  been  entirely 
to  her  advantage.  When  all  the  subjects  of  ne- 
gotiation were  in  onr  hands,  we  could  have  co- 
erced Great  Britain  to  recognise  our  rights;  bat  by 
postponing  this  subject,  and  settling  others,  we 
parted  with  the  means  of  insisting  on  our  rights, 
and  strengthened  her  claim.  If  Great  Britain  has  a 
better  claim,  let  her  .^how  it.  There  was  nothing  to 
be  ashamed  of  in  the  matter,  if  it  was  an  honest 
claim.  We  made  no  secret  of  the  nature  of  oar 
claim.  There  should  be  none  about  the  proposi- 
tions to  put  the  question  of  right  at  rest.  The 
correspondence  and  nature  of  the  conference  on 
other  subjects,  not  included  in  the  treaty,  were 
made  known;  and  why  not  all  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject of  the  Columbia  river  and  Northwest  territory) 
The  resolution  was  not  only  proper,  but  necessary; 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted.  If  the  oppofli- 
tion  to  it  wa^  persisted  in,  he  should  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  LINN  said  there  was  a  particular  point  in- 
volved in  the  resolution,  which,  probably,  his  hon- 
orable friends  were  not  acquainted  with.  It  was 
founded  upon  certain  informal  conversations  which 
took  place  between  Mr.  Gallatin  and  the  British 
ministry,  in  London,  respecting  the  intention  of  the 
British  (Government  to  district  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon. The  British  had  asserted  their  intention  to 
in&i&t  upon  the  extension  of  their  boundary  to  the 
forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  and  along  that  par- 
allel to  the  Colombia-Staking  in  the  whole  valley 
ot  the  Columbia.  This  will,  of  course,  deter  Uni- 
ted States  citizens  from  settling  north  of  the  (^ 
lumbia  river.  He  (Mr.  Livn)  desired  that  the 
country  should  know  precisely  the  state  of  the  case. 
He  had  no  desire  to  embarrass  the  AdministratioD. 
If  the  President  supposed  the  public  interest  would 
be  jeoparded  by  the  di«closure,  he  could,  of  oonrse, 
say  so;  and  that  would  be  an  answer  to  the  resola- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resolation,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  Benton's  resolation,  offered  yesterday, 
was  taken  ap  for  consideration,  and  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved^  That  the  Preriilent  of  the  ITnited  Bfmtm  bt  re- 
quested to  inrurm  the  Senate  whether  the  late  Bpccia)  ininiaier 
from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  Biataa  made  anv  proporitkn, 
informally  'or  oiherwke,  to  the  negotiator  on  ine  part  ol  the 
United  States,  for  the  assumption  or  guaranty  or  the  Stale 
debts  by  the  Goreroment  of  .the  United  Statee  to  the  holden  of 
■tiddebtf. 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


US 


Mr.  ARCH  BR  observed  tbai,  with  regard  to  the 
subject  of  this  resolution,  he  coald  farDish  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  with  as  much  information 
as  he  coaM  obtain  from  the  executive  department. 
As  advised,  he  could  assure  the  Senator  that  no 
proposiiion  whatever,*  or  even  allusion  to  thd  sub- 
ject of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  had  been 
made  in  tba  course  of  the  negotiation  with  rhis 
Government.  After  this  answer,  he  submitted  to 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  whether  the  resolution 
ought  to  be  adopted  by4he  Sena'e. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  very  much  pleased  with  the 
information  given  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia; 
but  he  would  piefer  having  it  directly  from  the 
Ezecmive.  He  therefore  should  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  answer  he  had  given 
was  advisedly;  and  he  understood  from  the  depart- 
ment itself,  that  no  other  answer  could  be  returned 
by  the  Executive.  He  did  not  think  it  right  to  pass 
a  resolution  calling  upon  the  department  for  infor- 
mation already  derived  from  it;  he  should  therefore 
Tote  against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  26,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

YEA8— Means.  Allen,  Barrow,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  CraAa,  Crittenden,  Fulion,  Hendemn.  King,  Linn, 
McRotMTta,  Maogum,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smitli  of 
Indiana,  Sturceon,  Tapnan,  Wallcer,  Wliite,  Wilcox,  Williams, 
Woodbridge,  Wooabury,  and  Wi1gbt-26. 

NAYS—Meaen.  Archer,  Baiea,  Berrien,  Clayton,  Conrad. 
Svana,  Giabain,  Hanthigton,  Merricic,  Miller,  Morehead,  ana 
PbeJpv— 12. 

Bngrossed  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  the 
lellnqaishment  of  sixteenth  sections  granted  for  the 
use  of  schools,  and  to  enter  other  lands  in  lien 
thereof,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDBN  submitted  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted. 

Re9olvtd,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfaira  be  instruct- 
ed lo  ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  creating,  in  'the  Sta(e  of 
Kencuclcy,  an 'agency  for  the  purchase,  and  an  esiablishment 
for  the  manufacture,  of  Aioerican  water-rotted  hemp,  for  the 
use  of  tlw  navy  of  tlie  Uaited  States;  and  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  navy-yard  at  tovat  suitable  place  on 
iJieOhiu  or  Mississippi  rivers. 

Reaolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
made  on  the  —  instant,  in  relation  to  the  mannfactuie  of  hemp, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflkirs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  some  remarks,  show- 
ing that  thejcnltivation  and  manufacture  of  hemp 
was  a  subject  of  great  interest,  not  only  to  his  con- 
stitaents,  but  to  the  whole  country;  and  appealed  to 
the  committee  to  which  ^he  subject  was  referred,  to 
give  it  a  full  investigation 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  several  memo- 
rials from  the  city  of  New  York,  against  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  moved  the  printing  of  SOO 
copies  ezua  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  upon  the  subject  of  ihecuhivation  and  man- 
ufacture of  hemp;  which  report,  he  said,  contained 
much  information  valuable  to  the  growers  of  that 

article. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  •  suggested  1,500  copies; 
which  suggestion  was  yielded  to,  and  that  number 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Eogroned  bill  entitled  *'An  act  in  relation  to  do- 
nations of  land  to  certain  persons  in  Arkansas," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

HNB  ON  QENERAL  JACKSON. 

Tbe  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Linn,  to  indemnify 
General  Jackson  for  the  fine  imposed  on  him  at 
New  Orleans  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
doty,  came  up  for  consideration,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole;  and  there  being  no  motion  to  amend, 
it  was  reported  to  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  suggested  the  propriety  of  immedi- 
ately putting  the  bill  upon  its  third  reading;  and, 
if  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  Sena- 
tor to  oppose  it,  the  opposition  could  be  made  after 
it  bad  received  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  CRITTENI>EN  saw  no  good  reasqp  for 
exempting  this  bill  from  the  usual  course  of  legls- 
latioo;  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
oo  the  Judiciary. 

This  motion  led  to!  a  very  interesting  and  ani- 
mated debate,  in  which  Messrs.  CRITTENDEN, 
LINN,  HUNTINQTON,  BAYARD,  BUCH- 
ANAN, ALLEN,  WRIGHT,  and  CONRAD 


participated,  (o  ^o  la'e  an  hoar  that  it  was  iiupo.^- 
xible  to  write  it  out  fur  ihi^  evenings  paper,  even  if 
there  had  been  room  for  its  admission.  Tbe  bill 
was  finally  postponed  till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  to  )he. Senate  a  copy 
of  ihe  record  of  the  trial  of  General  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans,  which  was  made  out  thirty  years 
ago,  by  the  then  clerk  of  the  court.    It  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Seaate. 

The  civil  and  diplomatic  .bill  was  then  read  aCtd 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  after  which, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TnnasDAT,  December  92,  1849. 

Mr.  THOS.  J.  CAMPBELL  presented  a  peti. 
tion  of  490  citizens  of  McMinn  county,  Tennes- 
t^ee,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SUA W  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Watson,  of  Newmarket,  New  Hampshire,  praying 
for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  submitted  the  memorial 
of  Mary  Reeside,  executrix  of  James  Reeside,  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  presented  (under,  the  rule) 
the  petition  of  ship-owners,  merchants,  and  traders, 
of  Oswego,  New  York,  asking  that  drawback  may 
be  allowed  on  goods  exported  from  this  country  to 
Canada:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  report  of  a  special  committee  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  Canada,  on  the  subject  of 
a  free  trade  with  Great  Britain  in  the  agricultural 
productions  of  British  North  America,  and  of  a 
protection  to  those  productions  from  the  competi- 
tion of  foreigners  in  the  colonial  and  home  mar- 
kets, including  the  memorial  of  the  colonial  com- 
mittee and  the  despatch  of  Lord  Stanly:  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  asked  the  House  to  take 
up  a  small  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  a  new  register  to,  and  to  change  the  name 
of,  the  packet  ship  WuUhtiltr  to  that  of  ike  Allan- 
lie,  of  New  York.  He  said  the  vessel  now  lay  in 
the  port  of  New  York,  at  a  great  expense,  being 
unable  to  sail  until  this  bill  was  passed. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  read  three  several  times, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
city  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  on  the  subject  of  the 
establishment  of  a  Western  armory  and  naval  de- 
pot and  dock-yard  at  Memphis;  together  with  the 
report  of  Colonel  D.  Morrison,  civil  engineer;  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  board 
Ac.  Ac. 

He  then  moyed  that  it  be  printed.  [It  was  a 
pamphlet  of  some  99  pages,  with  accompanying 
maps  and  profile.] 

Objections  were  made  in  various  quarters. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, to  enable  him  to  get  in  his  motion;  but  the 
House  refused  its  assent. 

THE   GENERAL   APPROPRIATION  .BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  been  much  press- 
ed to  urge  upon  the  House  the  necessity  of  dispo- 
sing of  the  general  appropriation  bill.  To-morrow 
and.Saturday  were  set  apart  for  the  business  on 
the  private  calendar,  and  at'  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue  there  was  a  great  want  of  the  money 
which  this  bill  would  appropriate;  he  therefore 
asked  the  House  to  go  into  Committee  of  .the 
Whole  on  the  bill  entitled  ^*A  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the-  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  half  calendar  y^r  ending 
the  30th  day  of  June,  1849.*' 

Mr.  STANLY  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  fix  some 
time  for  terminating  debate  on  this  bill;  otherwise 
it  might  be  run  on  to  an  unnecessary  length. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  assented;  and  moved  a  reso- 
lution fixing  9  o'clock  this  day  to  terminate  delate 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  renewed  his  motion  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Vnion  on  this  bill* 


The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Baibos  took 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  BURNELL  was  entitled  to  the  flcor  from 
the  last  day  on  which  ihi^  bill  was  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  pending  question  to  reduee  the 
approoriation  from  ^^,000  to  $90,000,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  G11.MBR.     H«  first  glanced  at  the  im- 
portance of  this  last  survey — not  a  particular,  but 
a  general  importance  to'the  South  and  to  the  West, 
as  well  as  to  tk6  East  and  to  the  North.    In  this 
point  of  view  he  confessed  he  had  been  not  a  lit- 
tle surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Retnolds]  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question  the  other  day.     The  sea  wa^  the  great 
highway  in  which  every  part  of  this  country  was 
interested:  there  might,  with  some  gentlemen,  be 
a  peculiar  interest  in  the  prolongation  and  main- 
tenance of  the  Cumberland  road;  but  there  was  a 
general  interest  in  the  i;emoval  of  the  obstructiona 
that  existed  in  this  great  highway  of  the  national 
commerce,  or  the  discovery  of  their  precise  posi- 
tion; whether  at  the  commencement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  or  the  Balize,  at  New  Or« 
leans,  or  at  any  other  point  of  their  coast.  But  now 
the  proposition  was  virtually  to  abandon  the  survey, 
by  ^cutting  down  the  appropriation  from  |50,000 
to  (90«000,  the  usual  annual  appropriation  baving 
been  (100,000;  and  this  was  put  on  the  ground  of 
economy«-an  economy  which  would  be  a  saving  at. 
the  spigot,  and  a  loss  at  the  buoghole.    On  what 
sort  of  principle  did  gentlemen  put  this  case?    In 
some  quarters,  gentlemen  bad  taken  an  abstraction 
—-and  on  that  abstraction  the  quealjon  had  been 
put,  whether  the  lives  and  th«  property  of  their 
countrymen,  to  an  illimitable  extent,  should  be  pro- 
tected; or  whether  that  immense  interest  should  be 
sacrified,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  an  insignificant 
number  of  dollars  in  the  treasury.    He  might  ask, 
where  was  it  that  the  money  in  the  treasury  itself  was 
raised,  if  it  was  not  from  the  resoul^s  which  com- 
merce creates?    But  it  had  been  said  that  the  com- 
mittee ought  not  to  m?ke  any  appropriation,  sa 
long  as  the  Government  could  get  along  without  it. 
Why,  whatever  might  become  of  the  people,  the 
Government  could  get  along  without  the  Cum- 
berland  road;    or  if   the   whole   of  the    river 
Mi&iiissippi    were    choked    up   wih   snags;    or 
if  every  light  house  on  the   coast   were   extin- 
guished.   The  argument  was  in  favor  of  econ- 
omy;  and  the  trade  of  a  great  nation  was  to 
be  put  against  a  few  thousand  dollars  in  the  treas- 
ury !    Why  did  they  want  the  soags  taken  out  of 
the  Mississippi?    And  here  he  would  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  recently  received 
relations  of  the  destruction  of  property  in  the 
western  district  of  this  country;  and  he  would  tell 
the  gentlemen  from  the  We^t,  that  he,  as  a  North- 
ern man,  wished  lo  see  the  Western  gentlemen 
briog  forward  their  bills,  and  he  should  be  treach- 
erous to  his  constituents  if  he  did  not  stand  by  and 
see  the  obstructions  to  Western  navigation  all  re- 
moved.   That  was  the  ground  on  which  he  stood 
as  one  of  this  national  committee*    Nojv,  during 
the  last  seventeen  months,  there  had  been  sixty- 
nine  vesseb  wrecked  on  the  Mississippi,  in  conse- 
quence of  obstructions  to  its  navigation;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation  for  the  coast  survey  from 
$50,000  to  (90,000;  and  he  would  reduce  it  to 
1 10,000  if  he  could  have  his  own  way.    Why, 
those    wrecked    vessels    were,    perhaps,    worth 
(10,000;  but  the  Government  could  get  on,  ac- 
cording to  some  gentlemen,  without  the  removal 
of  the  snags  from  the  river ! 

Again:  look  at  the  seaboard  at  the  other  end  of 
the  great  natural  highway.  Why,  within  a  very 
limited  period,  575  souls  had  gone  down  to  a  watery 
death,  never  to  rise  again.  He  could  not  tell  them 
the  amount  of  property  which  had  been  lost  on  that 
coast,  but  it  was  immense;  and  discoveries  bad  been 
made  by  thb  coast  survey  which  were  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  navigation  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  commerce,  though  they  might  be  deemed 
of  no  importance  to  the  Gk)vernment.  He  con- 
fessed he  was  sorry  to  hear  such  narrow  views  ex« 
pressed  as  those  to  which  he  had  been  alluding-— and 
made,  too,  by  gentlemen  to  whom  this  survey  was 
imporunt,  although,  in  their  native  eoonties,  they 
did  not  hear  the  raging  of  the  storm.    He  cotild 


76 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


scarc'iy  deem  it  necessary  to  s>tate,  much  less  tu 
to  argue,  the  nect'ssiiy  of  ihe  survey  of  the  coast  of 
a  country  which  had  2,340,000  tons  of  .^hipping — 
a  nation  only  second  in  the  world  in  amount  of  its 
shipping,  the  first  having  but  2,800,000  tons ! 

He  then  noticed  several  shoals  in  his  own  neigh- 
borhood, about  whose  position  and  extent  there  had 
been  much  controversy,  and  the  consequi^nt  loss  of 
time  which  was  occasioned  by  the  sweeping  route 
which  its  uncertain  position  compelled  ve&seh  to 
take;  and,  also,  to  the  inaccuracy  with  which  shoals 
had  been  hitherto  laid  down,  whereby  both  lives 
and  properly  had  been  sacriticed.  These  shoals 
were  found  on  every  part  of  their  coa^it;  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  uocertainty  ^attending  their  po- 
sitions, wrecks  occurred;  and  the  owners  of  one 
wrecked  vessel  alone  had  suffered  recently  to  the 
extent  of  (50,000.  H«  could  appeal  to  his  friends 
from  Maine,  (whose  const iturnls  were  deeply  in- 
terested in  this  survey,  especially  those  engaged  la 
the  lumbr  r  trade;)  bat  he  took  it  for  grauted  that  a 
survey  of  the  coast  was  deemed  necessary  to  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  that  a  wise  economy 
would  dictate  it  to  the  Govern  men  r,  for  the  sake 
'  more  particularly  of  every  part  of  the  nation  where 
there  was  a  snrp'us  of  products,  and  a  desire  to 
send  that  surplus  to  market. 

It  was,  however,  proposed  to  abandon  the  sur- 
vey now;  and  it  was  added,  that  it  could  be  re- 
sumed byand-by.'  He  looked  upon  this  survey  as 
one  of  the  most  splendid  monuments  of  human 
genius  which  science  had  ever  erected  in  the 
world;  and  he^represented  Mr.  Hasslcr  as  entitled 
to  the  nation'o*  gratitude;  and  as  regarded  the  sur- 
vey, in  point  of  economy,  he  considered  its  con- 
tiitjaaoce  as  the  most  economical  course  that  could 
be  pursued.  The  work  was  in  progress;  the  diffi- 
culties attendant  on  the  commencement  of  all  great 
works  had  be^  surmounted;  skill  was  employed, 
which  the  country  had  paid  for,  and  instruments 
and  vessels  were  provided.  If,  therefore,  these  per- 
sons  were  ditbanded,  and  these  instruments  and 
vessels  were  disposed  of,  they  would  mot  only  lose 
all  they  had  b«%n  acquiring,  but  a  very  large  ez- 
^  pendiinre  would  be  requisite  whenever  the  woik 
*  was  resumed,  which  its  continuance  would  not 
call  for. 

Some  conversation  here  ensued  between  Mr. 
BURNELL  and  Mr.  AYCRIQQ  on  the  points 
disputed  at  an  earliex  period  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  BURNELL  then  proceeded  to  fhow  thr  re- 
eessity  of  the  continuance  of  the  survey:  fir>t,  by 
calling  attention  to  the  discoveries  which  had  been 
already  made,  and  the  partial  advantages  which 
it  bad  afforded;  aifd  then  by  stating,  particularly, 
certain  errors  respeciing  the  positions  of  shoalh-, 
which  had  occasioned  the  loss  of  property  equal  to 
the  whole  cost  of  the  survey;  and  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity which  existed  of  affordirg  to  mariners  cor- 
rect charts  for  their  guidance. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  dil  not  rise 
so  much  to  make  a  speech,  as  to  state  a  motion 
which  he  shotlid  submit,  in  ca.*^  the  pending  mo- 
tion was  voted  down.  He  had  taken  great  pains 
to  be  corrpctly  informed  as  to  this  survey;  and  he 
was  convinced  that  it  was  a  subject  cf  great  na- 
tional importance,  and  on  no  account  to  be  aban- 
doned. H<  was  equally  satisfied  and  convinced 
thai  Mr.  Has6:ler\'i  supervision  was  the  best  that 
could  be  obtained  in  the  country.  Without,  then, 
intending  to  imply  any  want  of  confidence  in  Mr. 
Hassler,  he  was  still  convinced  that  $25,000  a 
ye«r  might  be  saved  by  simply  requiring  (*ar  own 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy  to  perform  the  du- 
ties, for  performing  which  others  were  paid  ro 
highly.  He  should  move  to  in&ert  the  following 
proviso  to  the  appropriation: 

Provided,  The  superintendent  shall  have  no  power  over  the 
ilisposition  of  said  money;  but  that  (he  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  shall  be  exclusively  employed  upon  the  eurvey  of  the 
coast,  under  the  direction  ol  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the 
Navy,  respectively. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  it  would  be  seen  what  Urge  sums 
bad  been  expended.  In  1833,  (20,000  was  ex- 
pended; in  1836,  (47>000;  in  1837,  (91  000;  in 
1838,  (88,000;  in  1839,  (88,000;  in  1840,  (68,000; 
during  the  first  two  quarfars  of  1841,  about  (34,. 
000;  and  f^r  the  expenses  of  the  hydrographic 
parties  from  1835  to  1841,  (32,000.    There  had 


also  bcrn  expeijdril,  in  the  ^haps  of  extra  pay  to 
officers  of  the  army  and  ravy,  (being  the  diffsr- 
enc^bet^'ern  their  regular  pay  and  their  allowance 
when  employed  on  the  survey)  (114,584.  It  would 
be  perceived  that  the  sum  appropriated  was  annu- 
ally increased,  and  it  was  not  until  within  a  year 
or  two 'past  that  (100,000  was  annually  appropri- 
''ated.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  increase-  had 
been  made.  In  the  report,  he  found  a  lotig  list  of 
officers  with  large  salaries;  and,  in  fac*,  Mr.  Hass- 
ler h.id  mere  money  at  his  disposal  than  any  of- 
ficer of  the  Government  except  the  President. 

He  agreed  wiih  his  friend  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Reynolds,]  that  if  the  officers  educated  at  West 
Point  Academy  were  not  capable  of  making  sur- 
veys required  by  the  Government,  it  was  high  time 
the  country  should  be  informed  of  the  fact.  Mr. 
Hassler,  too,  was  <  Id ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  a  man  so  advanced  in  life  would  long  survive 
to  be  at  the  head  of  the  survey.  Acting  upon  this 
fact,  he  thought  we  should  be  training  our  officers 
to  succeed  him  in  the  performance  of  his  invalua- 
ble services.  That  those  officers  should  be  allowed 
extra  pay  when  making  surveys,  he  thought  essen- 
tially wrong.  Our  navy  officers  were  now  p^id 
liberally — higher  than  those  of  any  other  navy  in 
the  world.  Should  the  committee  vote  down  the 
motion  pending,  (which  seemed  to  him  tn  be  a  mere 
forcible  cutting  down  of  the  appropriation,  without 
rhyme  or  reason,)  he  should  move  that  they  be  em- 
ployed to  the  exclusion  of  other  persons  who  were 
now  paid  hi^h  salaries  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  was  aware  of  the  anxi- 
ety of  the  committfe  that  the  debate  shonld  be 
brought  to  a  close;  yet,  he  fell  it  to  be  due  to  him- 
self, as  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee,  not  to 
pormit  the  question  to  be  taken  without  oflfering  a 
few  remarks.  He  regretted  that  this  discussion 
should  have  taken  place  in  advance  of  the  report 
of  the  select  committee,  because  he  was  convinced 
that,  when  that  report  bbould  have  been  made,  the 
evidence  by  which  it  would  be  accompanied  would 
bear  him  out  in  what  he  had  said  when  he  last  ad 
dreK.scd  the  committee,  as  well  as  what  he  should 
now  say.  He  was  no  enemy  to  the  coast  survey; 
bat  it  was  because  c  f  his  •t^slI  anxiety  to  have  it 
finished  that  he  had  instituted  the  inquiry  to  know 
why,  after  the  cxpendiiure  of  (100,000  a  year, 
(making  a  gross  sum  of  (750.000  to  (900,000,) 
no  practical  re>ulis  had  boen  accompliblied, 
except  three  pii'"ul  chanv,  one  of  which  was 
known  to  be  incorrect.  Gentlemen  might  make 
light  of  thi;:;  but  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  maritime  aflfairs  know  that  it  was  by  no 
means  a  light  matter  to  have  charts  placed 
in  the  hand i  of  mariners  Mhich  were  incorrect. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  BuR- 
nell]  seemed  to  think  that  it  made  no  diffeience 
how  the  pcale  was,  so  the  chart  iiy«U   was  correct. 

Mr.  BURNELL  explained.  What  h«  bad  sa  d 
was,  that  the  survey  might  be  very  accurate,  and 
yet  the  scale  of  the  chart  ^o  placed  as  to  give  an 
erroneous  idea. 

Mr  MALLORY  rr.umed.  As  he  had  said, 
afitr  the  expenditure  of  (lo  spe«k  in  round  imm- 
bcrs)  (800  000;  after  the  emplovmcni  of  one  briir, 
four  schooners,  twenty  barges,  and  .scores  of  men 
from  the  army  and  navy,  for  ten  yrars,  nothing  per- 
ceptible bad  been  done — noihiug  to  show  to  the 
country  lor  this  vast  expenditure  of  iBone>!  And 
yet,  bi cause  he  had  institutf  d  inquiries-,  and  inves- 
tigated the  proceedings  of  this  extraordinary  prodigy 
ol  science — this  Gahleo— this  Sophocles — this  Nes- 
tor— this  Ferdinand  R  Hassler; — because*  he  had 
presumed  to  quertion  a  man  thus  pla^stered  with 
praise  by  gentlemen  here,  he  was  lo  be  charged 
with  havfng  b<*en  guilty  of  a  seandalum  magnatumf 
Surely,  no  philosopher  of  ancient  or  modem  limes 
ever  had  such  eulogies  passed  upon  him.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Holmes] 
might  say  that  he  felt  rebuked  that  a  committee  of 
the  House — men  learned  only  in  the  alphabet  ol 
science— shonld  interpose  to  correct  such  a  mathe- 
matician as  Ha5sler.  But  he  (Mr.  M.)  felt  rebuked 
from  a  difierent  cause.  He  felt  rebuked  for  the  army 
and  nav^y  of  his  country — rebuked  to  think  that  none 
of  the  officers  were  .capable  of  conducting  the  sur- 
veys ordered  by  the  Government.  It  would  seem, 
from  passing  events,  that  Congress  bad  to  deal  with 


a  privileged  order  of  men,  and  that  it  could  not  call 
in  question  the  conduct  of  any  of  the  officers  and 
employees  of  this  Government,  without  bringiog 
upon  itself  a  shower  of  denunciation  and  abuse. 
These  complaints  on  the  part  of  interested  individ- 
uals had  t}ecomc  stereotyped;  aad,  a  few  days 
since,  a  correspondence  was  even  carried  on  be- 
tween a  gentleman  advocating  Mr.  Hassler  on  the 
floor,  and  a  portion  of  his  corps  of  observaiion  in 
the  gallery.  It  might  be  a  part, of  Mr.  Hassler^ 
diplomacy  to  have  this  corps  of  observation  in  the 
gallery,  instead  of  in  the  field;  and  he  wondered 
that  the  friends  and  eulogists  of  that  gentleman  did 
not  think  of  him  as  a  fit  person  to  condact  the  tu^ 
gotiaiions  with  Lord  Ashbnrton. 

But,  the  time  admonished  him  that  hefmast  hnrry 
on  with  his  remarks.  Eccentricity  was,  with  him, 
no  excuse  for  arrogance  and  insolence,  and  confa- 
sion  of  ideas  was  bo  test  of  greatness;  for,  when  be 
was  a  school-boy,  one  of  the  first  lessons  taught 
him  was,  that  the  individual  whose  head  thought 
clearly,  always  spoke  clearly  and  wrote  clearly. 
So  much  in  reply  to  his  colleagne's  remarks  on  Mr. 
Hassler's  eccentricities  and  confusi  n  of  ideas.  But 
he  was  known  in  Europe,  gentlemen  said.  How 
knownl.and  for  what?  What  had  he  done  to  cause 
his  name  to  be  known  throughout  the  worldl  Any 
common  navigator  and  mathematician,  with  one 
little  vessel,  eonld  have  traced  ont  the  soondingsof 
a  few  bays  and  riveir.'*,  as  well  as  this  Galileo,  So- 
phocles, or  MarshaliBlncher  has  done  it,  (for  Mr. 
Hassler  had  been  compared  by  his  eulogists  to  all 
these  great  men.)  In  one  respect,  it  appeared  lo 
him  Uiat  it  did  require  the  talents  of  Marahal 
BIncher  to  conduct  this  great  army  and  squadron 
of  the  coast  snrvey.  What  were  they?  Fifst, 
there  was  his  Noah's  ark,  with  its  four  foaming 
steeds;  next,  his  theodolitse;  vertical  and  refleetiag 
circles;  transit  instruments;  ikis  box-chronomelerr, 
mounted  barometers,  (en  horseback,  he  supposed,) 
reflecting  telescopes,  thermometers,  and  alhidades; 
his  arm^protractorf ;  his  microscopic  eomparatenr, 
his  subdivided  kilogrammes;  micrometer  screwy 
and,  last,  his  box  of  wooden  legs.  These  (said  Mr. 
M.)  are  the  accoutrements  of  the commanderin* 
chief.  Then  we  have  a  brilliant  array  of  army 
officers,  with  their  sixty  tents,  with  a  retinue  oif 
wagons  and  horses.  Then  came  the  navy  force, 
headed  by  a  captain  in  the  navy,  with  several  na- 
val officers,  and  twenty  boats,  with  tbeir  crew& 
Now,  he  would  say  that  it  did  require  the  talents  of 
Marshal  Blucher  to  manage  this  grand  array  of  aa< 
val  and  military  force. 

While  speaking  of  the  arrogance  of  this  foreigner, 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  having  wj 
hostile  feelings  to  any  foreigner  that  came  to  this 
country.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  willing  that  be 
should  enjoy  the  same  rights  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  did; 
willing,  in  bbort,io  place  him  on  the  same  footing  with 
himself;  but  he  was  unwilling  that  he  shonld  exak 
himself  abovn  every  other  man  in  the  country, 
and  lo  see  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  en- 
dors'*  the  calumny.  Such  was  the  prejudice  of  this 
foreigner  against  the  United  States,  that  he  would 
not  even  get  the  copper  for  his  plates  in  this  cean- 
try,bHt  ^ent  for  them  to  Europe^and  when  he  did  get 
ii,  it  was  found  to  be  worthless,  and  unfit  for  lae 
purpose.  He  also  sent  to  Hamburgh  for  two  en- 
gravers, when  it  was  well  known  that  there  were  a 
number  of  engravers  in  this  country  capable  of  ex*  i 
ecuting  any  work  that  might  be  given  then. 
Speaking  of  his  arrogance,  there  was  not  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  in  which  be  had  not 
given  a  sample  of  it.  He  was  first  attached  to  the 
Navy  Dflpartment,  and  at  one  time  he  had  sev. 
eral  serious  difficulties  with  Secretary  Dicker- 
son.  Then  he  wa^  transferred  to  tbeTreasaiy 
Department,  and  we  find  him  there  (said  Mr.  M.) 
conducting  a  voluminous  correspondence  with  the 
Secretary  about  his  pay,  and  the  pay  of  ihoas 
under  his  command.  Iliongh  so.mnch  hadheea 
said  about  his  disinterestedness,  yt t  be  was  wilUng 
to  absent  himself  from  his  duties  for  months,  to 
squable  with  the  departments  about  the  amount  of 
his  compensation.  And  as  to  his  great  qualifica* 
lions— why,  he  tells  yon  himself,  in  one  of  hit 
reports,  that  he  was  five  years  getdng  ready  to  bt» 
gin  hiu  work;  and  all  that  time,'  too.  drawing  (^ 
day  from  the  Government. 
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One  instance  of  Mr.  Hassier's  want  of  temper, 
and  disrespect  to  Congress,  he  would  mention.  The 
connmittee,  anxious  to  ascertain  when  the  charts  of 
the  sar?tj8  that  bad  been  made  could  be  publivbed, 
wiih  the  cost  of  them,  inquired  of  the  engraver 
who  was  summoned  bef.re  them,  what  the  cost  of 
enftraving  them  would  be.  He  answered,  that  he 
conld  not  tell  without  seeing  the  manuscript  charts: 
Upon  this,  the  committee  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
H.,  which  was  seat  by  the.  engraver,  requesting 
bhaa  to  permit  that  gentleman  to  see  the  charts,  and 
telling  him  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  to  be 
inspected.  The  engraver  came  back  to.  the  com- 
mittee-room, and  said  that  Mr.  H.  refused  to.  let 
hjm  Fee  the  charis,  and  had  used  language,  both 
towards  the  committee  an4  Congress,  so  exceeding- 
ly disrespectful,  that  he  would  not  like  to  repeat  it. 
This  would  be  sufficient  to  show  the  temper  of  this 
Galileo,  who  was  always  courting  inquiry,  and, 
when  it  was  instituted,  loudly  complained  about 
persecution.  Here  was  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.,  in 
reply  to  the  respectful  note  addressed  to  him  by  the 
committee,  which  he  would  ask  the  Clerk  to  read, 
in  order  to  &how  the  temper  of  this  man,  and  the 
disrespectful  manner  in  which  he  treated  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  reading  of  that  letter. 
It  was  a  part  of  the  journal  of  the  committee;  and 
he,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  protested  against 
the  reading  of  any  part  of  its  journal,  unless  all 
the  members  of  the  committee  had  access  to  it,  to 
make  a  report. 

Mr.  MALLORY  Faid  that  the  papers  of  the 
committee  had  passed  freely  about  from  member 
to  member;  and  Mr.  Hassier  himself  had  been 
permitted  to  take  a  copy  of  his  evidence,  for  the 
parpose  of  explaining  it)  though,  in  doing  so,  be 
made  about  ten  lines  for  ev6ry  one  of  b:s  tesii- 
laony,  and  confused  it  so  that  it  would  lake  a 
Philadelphia  lawyer  to  understand  it.  He  would 
not,  however,  violate  the  rules  of  the  House  by 
reading  the  letter,  though  it  would  seem  but  fair 
that  he  should  be  permitted  to  do  whst  oiher  gen- 
tlemen had  done  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  His 
colleague,  the  other  day,  in  his  remarks,  made  ufe 
of  testimony  that  was  before  the  committee;  and 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Hassier  had  made  use  of  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  officers  of  the  coast  sur- 
rey. 

[Here  several  gentlemen  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  letter;  and  it  was  read,  as  foUows: 

Wasbinqtoh,  May  30,  1842. 

Sm:  The  unproToked  ituuU  otTered  to  me  by  sending  the 
eDgT&ver  Stone  to  roe  (o  Inspect  the  work  of  the  coast  survey 
in  the  map  of  New  York,  la  too  much,  as  vretl  for  the 
poirexs  of  the  comnf  ttee,  as  for  the  feelings  of  an  honest  man. 

You  know  that  the  maps  of  the  coast  Barye]r  cannot  tie  en- 

Saved  bat  Id  tlie  office  under  my  ewo  inspection.  You  know 
at  the  map  in  question  is  already  ctit  up  in  plates,  two  of 
which  are  under  the  engraver's  hands  nearly  finisheil,  two 
others  just  beglnnbig,  for  two  more  the  drawing  is  nearly 
finiahed,  and  two  more  are  half  finished  drawings. 

Yob  know  that  the  engraver  Stone  is  in  no  way  qualified  to 
do  such  work,  nor  that  I  could  be  made  responsible  for  any  of 
his  doings.  If  ence  you  cannot  otherwise  but  conclude  that  the 
measure  you  begin  is  destructive  to  the  wc4rk,  therefore  to  the 
execution  and  expenies'  hitherto  incurred,  therefore  directly 
opposite  to  the  aim  profened  by  the  commiuee  to*  favor  the 
coast  survey  work. 

No  man  can  expect  that!,  who  am  answerable  for  the  work, 
could  be  compelled  to  give  the  final  ezecuilon  in  the  hands  of  a 
maa  in  whom  I  have  not  the  slightest  reason  to  have  any  confi- 
denee  whatever. 

1  consider  the  sending  of  Stone  to  inaptct  my  leork^  as  he  said 
first,  an  wmuTited  insult;  and  I  am  certain  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  placed  in  my  siiuation,  would  coniiider 
Use. 

With  best  respect  and  goo<1  wishes, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  R.  HASSLER. 
Hod.  FsAnciB  Mallort, 

CUkairman  of  tke  Committee  on  the  Coast  Survey, 

Here  was  a  specimen  (Mr.  M.  said)  of  the  tem- 
per and  ability  of  this  Gkileo,  wha  reminded  him 
of  Paracelsus  of  old,  the  greatest  boasier  of  the 
age  he  lived  in.  This  empyric  said  that  he  had 
discovered  an  elixir,  the  drinking  of  which  would 
render  a  man  immortal;  yet  he  died  with  a  vial  of 
it  iu  bis  pocket. 

Now,  as  he  had  but  little  time  left  him,  he 
would  give  the  reasons  why  he  thought  the  super- 
intendence of  this  coast  survey  should  b»  placed  in 
oiher  hand.<^.  Though  Mr.  M.  had  been  for  snch  a 
pcrmber  of  years  employed  in  this  work,  no  part  of 
the  survey  was  yrt  complete.  When  the  commit- 
tee examined  him,  they  found  that  there  had  been 


no  deep  soundiogs  from  Point  Judith  to  the  Dela- 
ware; and  when  questioned  on  that  subject,  he  an- 
swer' d  that  it  could  not  be  done  unle^js  Congress 
would  make  an  additional  appropriation  cf  one 
hundred  thposand  dollars.  He  said  that  he  had 
discovered  threat  errors  in  Bowditch  and  the 
American  Almanac  as  to  the  latitade  and  lon- 
gitude of  several  parts  of  the  coast;  and  yet 
he  has  not  made  them  public,  so  ihaf  bis 
discoveries  are  of  no  manner  of  benefit  to  nav- 
igators. Then,  a?  to  the  Gedney  channel,  for  which 
so  much  credit  has  been  given  him  on  that  floor. 
Why,  he  did  not  discover  it.  It  was  discovered  by 
Capt.  Gedney,  an  officer  of  the  navy,  and  though 
it  was  discovered  as  long  ago  ds  1835,  it  was  not 
yet  published.  Then  the  famous  shoal  in  the  Del- 
aware, of  which  so  moch  was  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Ur.  J.  R.  Inoer.soll,] 
was  discovered  three  vears  ago,  and  no  chart  of  it 
has  yet  been  published^.  One  great  objection  to 
him  was  the  slow  progress  he  had  made  in  the 
work,  and  (he  probability  that  it  would  be  equally 
slow  m  future.  We  have  a  coast  of  3.000  miles 
in  extent,  and  only  300  of  it  has  yet  been  survey- 
ed. Now,  any  school  boy,  with  his  slate,  could  cal- 
culate that,  if  it  took  ten  years  to  go  round  300 
miles,  it  would  take  one  hundred  yea^s  to  go  round 
3,000.  None  but  a  Rosicrucian,  therefore,  could 
expect  to  see  the  completion  of  the  work.  Whether 
it  was  to  coat  two  or  twenty  million.^,  no  man  could 
tell.  When  Mr.  Hassier  was  asked  that  question,  he 
could  give  no  information  on  the  subject.  In  con- 
clusion, Mr.  M.  said  that  the  direction  of  the  work 
ought  to  be  changed.  It  ought  to  be  placed  under 
the  charge  of  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy; 
and,  by  this  means,  a  saving  could  be  efi^iscted  of 
$40,000  a  year. 

The  hour  having  arrived  at  which,  by  ihe  reso- 
lution adopted  this  morning,  the  debate  was  to 
terminate,  Mr.  M.  was  cut  short  in  his  remarks, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  GILMER  then  modified  his  resolution  by 
substituUog  |10,000  for  $90,000,  so  as  to  strike  out 
$50,000  and  insert  #10,000. 

Mr.  SPRIGG  asked  if  It  would  be  in  order  to 
move  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  TRIPLBTT  inquired  what  course  gentle- 
men were  to  take  who  wanted  the  appropriation 
stricken  out  altogether.  He  did  not  want  to  vote 
a  cent. 

The  CHAIR  said  that,  after  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  pending  motion,  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  to  strike  out  the  whole  daose. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  tellers,  (Messrs. 
WELLEa  and  TaiPLETT,)  on  Mr.  Gilmer's  mo- 
tion, and  carried — ayes  82,  noes  63. 

So  the  appropriation  was  reduced  from  $50,000 
to  $10,000. 

Mr.  GWIN  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
clause  making  an  appropriation  for  the  coast  sur- 
vey; and  the  question  having  ber n  taken  by  tellers, 
(Messrs.  Black  and  C.  J.  iNoiitsoLL)  wa^  carried — 
ayes  79,  noes  64. 

So  the  appropriation  for  the  coast  survey  was 
stiicken  out. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  offered  an  amendment, 
appiopriating  $5,000  for  preparing  and  publishing 
an  account  of  the  exploring  expedition;  which  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  SPRIGG  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation of  $25,000  for  the  cu&tom-house  at  Bos- 
ton: rrjected — ayes  47,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana  offered  an  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  the  clause  providing  for  mis- 
cellaneous claims,  that  no  part  of  that  sum  should 
be  applied  to  the  furnishing  the  new  cusu  m  house 
at  the  city  of  New  York:  carried — ayes  64, 
noes  62.  . 

The  clause  making  appropriations  for  light- 
house* bavins  been  read  and  concurred  in — 

Mr.  SPRIGG  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  eaure  an 
account  to  be  kept  of  all  the  rxnenditure;:,  of  every 
description  whai5«?evf  r,  in  relation  to  lijsj'u  houses; 
and  that  he  report  the  same  annually  to  Congres..: 
rej  ^r.ied — ayes  55,  no^s  71. 

Mr.  McKEON  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 


priation for  the  pay  of  ministers  to  Prussia,  Aus- 
tjia,  Spain,  and  Brazil:  lost  without  a  count. 

Mr.  McKEON  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
clause  making  an  appropriation  for  the  salaries  of 
charge;  des  affaires  to  Portugal,  Denmark,  Swe- 
den Holland,  Belgium,  Chili,  Pern,  Venezuela, 
New  Grenada,  Texas  Naples,  and  Sardinia:  lost 
withouta  division. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  an  amendment 
appropriating  $5,000  for  the  pay  of  a  commercial 
agent  to  Europe:  rejected. 

[The  reporter  has  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Inoxr- 
soLL  with  the  following,  as  the  substance  of  the  re- 
marks be  wou!d  have  made,  had  he  not  been  pro. 
hibited  from  doing  so  by  the  resolution  which  cut 
'off  furiher  debate  on  the  bill] 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  hardly  expected  his 
motion  to  succeed,  because  the  project  was  novel, 
involving  expense,  and  a  new  oflice.  Yet  he  would 
explain  why  he  was  convinced  it  ought;  believing 
that,  eventually,  it  would;  for  the  more  U  came 
to  t>e  considered,  the  greater  favor  it  would  find. 
The  productive  interest  of  this  great  country  is 
immen.^e,  and  may  be  much  improved  by  Govern- 
ment. During  the  current  year,  two  million  two 
hundred,  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  incalculable 
quantities  of  grain,  meat,  coal,  lumber^  and  other 
staples,  have  sprung  from  the  soil,  craving  con- 
3;umers.  They  are  all  cheap  beyond  former  expe- 
rience. While  superabundant  here,  there  is  crying 
want  of  ihem  in  oiher  countries.  We  have  a  vast 
deal  more  than  we  can  consume,  while  they  want 
a  vast  deal  more  than  they  can  get,  merely  because 
commercial  restriciiona  prevent  our  supplying  them, 
and  thereby  greatly  augmentirig  our  i^avigating 
wealth,  too. 

What  I  propose  is  a  cheap  and  rational  endea« 
vor  to  promote  an  object  so  desirable,  by  a  com- 
mercial agency— national,  but  not  political — pro- 
ductive, not  diplomatic— a  foreign  mini*  ter,  to  rep- 
resent abroad  not  the  Gh>vernment,  but  the  prodace 
of  the  United  States — ^the  cotton,  grain,  meats, 
coal,  rice,  lumber,  and  whatever  else  our  teeming 
mother  earth  annually  brin?s  forth  for  the  comfort 
of  mankind,  to  clothe,  feed,  warm,  and  make  them 
happy.  This  House  did  originate  such  a  minister 
for  one  staple— tobacco;  and  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  to  Austria  is,  in  fact, 
nothing  more  than  a  tobacco  agent.  All  our  for- 
eign ministers  are,  indeed,  but  commercial  agents; 
auvl  what  I  propose  is,  to  aid  them  by  an  attorney 
adhocj  whose  sole  business  shall  be  to  remove  the 
obstacles  to  more  extended  American  commerce, 
by  demonstrating  to  foreign  GovernmentS'-and, 
more  than  GoverDment^,  by  convincing  foreign 
nations — that  it  is  their  interest  not  to  let  their  peo- 
ple suffer  while  we  can  easily  and  cheaply  prevent 
-it.  Our  political  foreign  ministers  are  well  enongh 
in  their  orbits;  though  we  have  too  many  little 
ones.  But  what  we  want  is  nca  politicians,  or  even 
statesmen;  but  practical  men  of  business,  without 
the  parade  or  restraint  of  diplomacy,  yet  with  the 
recommendation  and  support  of  Government,  to 
enlighten  the  understanding,  and  enlist  the  interests 
of  other  countries — to  awaken  their  minds  to  the 
demonstrable  policy  of  improving  their  condition, 
by  connectingjt  with  what  we  have  and  they  Have 
not,  fairly  exchanged  for  what  they  have  more 
than  we.  iForeign  political  ministers  alone  cannot 
do  this:  consols  still  less.  They  are  both  station- 
ary— the  coUv^uIs  without  salaries,  mostly  mer- 
chants, having  their  livelihood  to  earn.  What  we 
want  is  intelligent  men,  to  go  everywhere^  mix 
informally  with  all  classes,  art  in  every  proper 
way  on  public  opinion,  break  inveterate  habits  and 
prejudices,  and  brirg  about  convictions  undoubt- 
edly rational. 

Perhaps  twice  as  much  cotton  as  is  raised  in  the 
United  States  could  be  wrought  in  France  and  Ger- 
many, where  the  cheap  labor,  the  icgenious  handi- 
crafts, the  taste  and  scienpfic  knowledge,  exceed 
those  of  England;  and  the  filations  and  industrial 
progress  of  both  those  great  countries,  and  in 
developments  as  energetic  as  thrse  of  Great  Britain, 
from  1810  to  1830;  and  in  neither  France  nor  Ger- 
uiany  has  American  cotton  any  rival  home-inter- 
esi,  snch  as  English  India.  The  late  Gkrman 
trade  ujjien— called,  1  belii  ve,Zill  Verein — has,  no 
I  doubt,  not  escaped  the  attention  of  our  Gtovern- 
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menr,  where  ProssiaDfAastriao,  and  perhaps  oiher 
ministers  masi  be  alive  to  iu  vast  importance  to 
American  commerce.  But  snch  ministers,  with 
their  formal  correspondence,  cannot  t^et  all  that 
the  occasion  calls  for.  This  is  the  moment  of  ani- 
versal  peace  and  universal  straggle  for  prod  active 
independence  of  British  manufacturing  supremacy. 
We  ought  to  strain  every  nerve  for  our  share  of  the 
wealth  of  nations.  We  ought  to  have  special, 
informal  agencies  to  recommend,  explain,  aod  in- 
troduce onr  staples.  A  friendly  feeling  is  said  to 
exist  in  Qermany  towards  our  intercourse.  It  cer- 
tainly did  in  France;  and  even  yet  does,  notwith- 
standing our  late  most  ill-advised  acts  of  Congress 
to  alienate  the  French.  The  coosumption  of  our 
rice  has  considerably  increased  through  the  north- 
ern German  port%  I  believe,  siuce,  by  mutual  con- 
cessions, we  have  cultivated  more  dealings  with 
them.  The  same  thing  may  be  done  for  cotton, 
coal,  meats,  grain,  and  lumber,  wi*h  Qermany, 
Frandl,  and  England  too,  by  similar  means.  The 
incrflased  consumption  of  our  cotton  might  be  im- 
mense. But  we  must  act  with  all  onr  faculties— 
by  commercial  as  well  as  diplomatic  instrumentai- 
ty-«4ind  do  it  without  delay.  Now  is  the  very 
time,  when  all  Enrope  is  casting  about  to  remodel 
their  industry,  with  all  good  will,  to  cultivate  our 
acquaintance;  and  we  are  groaning  with  excessive 
production,  clamoring  for  consumers.  Habit  in 
Europe  is  an  umpire  we  have  no  idea  of,  which  it 
requires  revolution  to  change;  and  we  must  not 
let  those  great  customers  acquire  the  habit  of  using 
Egyptian,  South  American,  or  East  India  cotten, 
inferior  to  ours.  We  can  beat  them  all  easily,  at 
any  price.  '  And  so  of  several  other  great  staples. 
Reciprocal  commercial  concessions  would  soon 
work  miracles  for  us  in  all  the  countries  of  Enl'ope, 
juvt  now  shaking  off  the  English  yoke.  But,  for 
this  accomplishment  we  must  not  rely  on  our  for- 
^gn  ministers,  er  consuls  or  merchants  alone. 
Gk>v>eniiment  must  interpose  by  special  sgf'ncy  to 
dispel  prejmlice,  impress  information,  enlighten 
public  sentiment,  (especially  the  press,)  and  by  all 
fair,  open,  and  active  action,  caury  conviction  home 
upon  cons m unities. 

See  what  the  late  English  dnliesact  has  done 
in  the  way  of  awakening  them  to  th«  advantac;e  of 
being  supplied  with  American  meat.  And  not 
only  Great  Britain,  but  Prance  may  be  supplied 
with  it.  Pork,  for  instance,  worth  3  or  4  eents  a 
pound  in  Cincinnati,  would  bring  from  12  to  16 
in  Lyons  or  Toulon,  as  well  a.s  London  and  Dub- 
lin: Of  the  nine  hnadred  thousand  people  of  Paris, 
and  two  millions  of  London,  many  thousands  are 
half  starved  becautte  they  capnot  pay  19  cents  for 
pork  we  can  sell  them  at  six.  The  whole  West- 
ern country,  with  its  inexhaustible  productions  of 
food  and  clothing,  is  vitally  interested  in  the  meas- 
ure I  propose. 

American  cottAU—the  mightiest  of  staples,  be- 
fore which  evpu  iron  is  eclipsed — ^hitheito  the  sun 
of  the  world  of  industry— may  be  readily  made  to 
snpers<ide  Egyptian,  South  American,  and  East  In* 
dia  cotton,  which,  for  coarse  fabrics,  is  used  in 
France,  Germany,  and  Switzerland;  but,  to  do 
that,  fuM  must  be  overcome.  Egyptian  cotton, 
introduced  mostly  through  French  ports,  has  had 
considerable  foothold  in  mnny  parts  of  Europe. 
The  ascertained  consumption,  the  kinds  preferred, 
and  the  quantity  and  quality  that  might  be  wanted, 
regularly  published  by  an  American  agent  ad  hoc, 
would  be  reliable  information  to  our  cotton-grow- 
ers, liloce  worth  much  more  than  all  the  cost  of 
the  agency  I  propo.-e.  Merchants  know  that  mer- 
cantile prices  current  are  often  published,  and  cir- 
culars di«semin&ted,  to  conceal,  not  tell  the  truth, 
for  the  benefit  of  speculators.  Fine  North  Ameri- 
can cotton,  which  cannot  be  rivalled  by  Egypt, 
Brazil,  or  India,  is  to  clothe  men,  ships,  and  dwell- 
ings throughout  the  world,  and  render  it  tributary 
to  this  country,  if  it  will  bnt  do  justice  to  that  ines- 
timable production,  of  which  even  the  various  uses 
yet  remain  to  be  discovered.  The  agency  pro- 
posed  should  bend  its  whole  force  to  the  greater 
establishment  of  this;  and  might,  at  least,  double 
our  export  of  it. 

Another  American  growth  may,  I  think,  be  'fa- 
miliarized to  Enropean  adoption — stone  coal.  The 
industry  of  JPrance  is  cramped  for  want  of  fuel. 


There  is  none  but  very  inferior  wood,  costing  at 
Paris  about  |18  the  cord.  English  coal  is  subject- 
ed to  a  heavy  export  duty  before  it  leaves  England, 
and  a  heavy  impost  in  France;  so  that  it  is  not 
used  there.  Coal  from  Belgium  is  taken  to  Frarce; 
but  it  is  not  near  as  good,  or,  I  believe,  as  cheap  as 
our  coal.  It  is  bituminous.  What  French  coal 
there  may  be  is  inaccessible,  for  want  of  roads  and 
canals  to  it.  Now,  Pennsylvania  coal,  if  taken  to 
France  as  ballast,  might  be  delivered  there  at  less 
than  one*  third  of  the  price  of  French  fire-wood;  and 
if  even  paying  freight,  at  about  one-half,  I  sup- 
pose— at  from  five  dollars  to  eight  dollars  the  ton. 
Connected  with  cotton,  what  a  prbdigioua  impulse 
it  might  give  to  French  industry!  I  have  long 
thought  that  the  coal-miners,  or  even  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  ought  to  send  a  coal  agent  to 
France,  without  waiting  the  action  of  Congress. 
Bnt  the  commercial  agency  I  propose  would  em- 
brace all  our  staples— cotton,  coal,  grain,  meat, 
rice,  lumber,  and  others. 

I  have  not  mentioned  tobacco,  because  I  believe 
it  would  be  by  far  the  most  difficult  to  get  intro- 
duced freely.  Bnt  there  is  no  reason  why  the  com- 
mercial agency  suggested  should  not  embrace  to- 
bacco with  the  rest. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  point  out  the  advantages  of 
such  commercial  extension  to  navigation.  But  it 
ought  to  be  added,  that  its  success  would  be  the 
best  remedy  for  the  evils  of  the  bad  currency, 
which  all  agree  we  sufier  under. 

I  have  but  sketched  what  might  be  drawn  at 
large.  It  would  be  ea^^y  to  carry  these  views  much 
further,  to  explain  their  intimate  connexion  with 
our  currency — our  very  Union  itself.  Bnt  I  omit 
much  that  might  be  presented,  confining  myself  to 
the  shortest  intimation  of  what  I  am  sure  the 
more  it  is  thought  of,  the  more  convincing  it  will 
prove,  when  abler  and  more  practical  minds  than 
mine  come  to  consider  it.  American  cotton,  coal, 
grain,  rice,  meat,  lumber — ^all  the  principal  staples 
of  this  teeming  country,  need  but  foreign  markets 
for  their  exports  to  be  increased  beyond  belief. 
They  are  as  much  needed  abroad  as  they  are  su- 
perabundant at  home.  A  few  thousand  dollars — 
not  more  than  a  very  few  days  of  debate,  or  even 
of  adjournment  of  Congress,  cost — would  amply 
pay  a  special  agent,  (or  more  than  one,  if  deemed 
advisable,)  to  visit  the  capitals  and  other  proper 
places  of  Europe,  openly  and  freely  to  enlighten 
public  sentiment,  enlist  private  interest,  incline 
Governments,  inform  the  press,  and  prevail  on 
nations  to  cultivate  a  greater  commercial  inter- 
course than  now  exists  with  this  people.  We 
have  been,  I  think,  extremely  remiss  in  this  en- 
deavor. I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  it  per- 
sonally to  the  last  administration;  I  have  taken  the 
same  liberty  with  the  present;  without  much 
encouragement  from  either.  I  now  lay  it  be- 
fore Congress  and  before  the  country,  hard- 
ly flattering  myself  that  it  will  have  immediate 
acceptance;  but  well  assured  that  the  more  it  is 
thought  of,  the  more  favor  it  will  find.  One  such 
agent  as  is  contemplated  for  a  sum  insignificant  in 
amount,  if  properly  selected — ^no  party  hack  or 
mere  personal  favorite — may  render  more  public 
service  than  two-thirds  of  the  diplomatic  instru* 
ments  we  maintain  abroad.  Mr.  I.  concluded  by 
invoking  the  aid  of  those  represfniix*;  the  inter- 
ests of  cotton,  and  coal,  and  grain,  and  meat,  on 
the  floor,  to  support  his  motion.  It  asks  for  a  very 
small  sum,  which,  even  if  all  his  notioas  on  the 
subject  were  unsound,  would  be  less  than  is  con- 
tinually paid  for  printing  some  useless  document,  or 
paying  some  undeserving  applicant.  If  even  par- 
tially successful,  its  results  would  be  inestimably 
valuable.  It  is  a  kind  of  cheap  vlHUarian  mission, 
more  deserving  of  attention  than  all  the  sham 
diptomacy  we  send  abroad.  If  this  plan  had  been 
recommended  by  the  Executive,  and  introduced  by 
a  committee  heralded  by  a  report,  there  would  be 
no  doubt  of  its  adoption.  The  Committee  of  the 
Whole  would  determine  whether  an  individual 
efl'ort,  without  any  such  advantages,  is  deserving  of 
support 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  add  an  ap- 
propriation  for  the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Bey  rout, 
in  Syria,  f  500:  rejected  without  a  division. 


Mr.  MERIWETHER  ofi'ered  the  following 
amendment: 

And  be  it  further  ermctedf  That  do  part  of  any  approprialioa 
herebY  niade^  stiall  be  traQuerred  to  anv  other  object  tbao  tbai 
for  which  It  u  specifically  appropriated. 
Rejected. 

Mr.  McKENNAM  submitted  the  following 
amendment : 

Provided,  further^  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  aoy  cleri: 
appointed  after  the  coiDmencement  of  the  present  •esaioa  of 
Oongrees  to  be  allowed  or  paid  out  of  any  moneya  approprnoed 
by  this  act,  only  at  the  lowest  rate  of  salary  aathorized  by  law 
to  the  clerkships  in  the  office  where  such  clerk  may  t>e  so  ap- 
pointed :  Ana  provided^  further^  That  the  senior  eflicieDt 
experienced  clerks  In  office  previously  to  the  commenceraeot 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  tt 
the Jiigher  rates  of  salary,  accordina  to  their  senioriiv  in  office, 
and  their  efficiency  and  experience  in  the  busineaa  of  the  office 
wherein  they  are  eraployedf  and  of  which  efficiency  andexpe- 
rience  the  immediate  head  thereof  shall  judge  aDddetennins. 
Rejected  without  a  count. 

On  motion  byMr.  FILLMORE,  the  bill  was  for* 
ther  amended  by  inserting  an  appropriation  for  the 
contingent  expenies  of  the  bureau  of  navy  yards 
and  docks,  ^250. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  is 
amended. 

Mr.  YORKE moved  the  previous  question;  which 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  immediate^  pro- 
ceeded to  vote  upon  the  amendments  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  foi*  the  yeas  and  nays  on  con- 
curring with  the  committee  in  striking  out  the  ap* 
propriation  of  $50,000  for  the  coast  survey  under 
Hassler's  superintendence;  and  they  were  or- 
dered. 

The  Honse  concurred  by. the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Meesra.  Landaff*  W.  Andrews,  Bherlock  J.  An* 
drews,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Aycrisg,  Baboock,  Bee- 
son,  Bidlack,  Black,  Boardman,  Bolts,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Bron. 
SOD,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke, 
William  Butler.  William  O.  BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwe!!, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruibers,  Casey.  Chapman,  Chittenden,  CUffimi, 
James  Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cravens,  Croi^ 
Garrett  Davis,  Richard D.  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  DoaiLDoig, 
Eastman,  Egbert,  Fessenden,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Fk^d, 
A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Qog* 
gin,  William  O.  Goode,  Graham,  Green,  Gastine,  Gwin,  Har* 
ris.  Hays,  Houck,  ITouston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littleiield.  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay, 
Marchand,  Thomas  F.  Maisnall,  Maihiot.  Mattocks.  MaxweU, 
Maynard,  nedill,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Hoi^sn,  Mor- 
ris, Newhard,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Patrldge,  Payne,  Plamer, 
Ramsey,  Read,  Reding,  Rencher.  Reynolds,  Rigga,  Rogus, 
William  Russell,  Shaw,  Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Solars,  Sprig?, 
Stokely,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  JohnT.  Stuart,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tripleit,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Ward, 
Waiterson,  Weller,  WestbroQk,  Jdseph  L.  Wnite,  Chrwtoptier 
H.  Williams,  and  Yorke— 119. 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Baker,  Bsrton,  Biidscye^ 
Blair,  Borden,  Bowne,  Briggs,  Bumell,  CaJhoun,  John  Camp* 
bell,  Cary,  Childs,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  CHntoo, 
Coles,  Cranston,  Cushlng,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Everett,  Foim^ 
Fillmore,  Pomance,  Gates,  Giddinga,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gkyr* 
don.  Granger,  Hastings,  Henry,  fioward,  Hudson,  Charles  J. 
IngersoU,  'Joseph  R.  IngersoU,  Jamesirvin,  William  W.  Ir* 
win,  William  Coot  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Inac  D.  Joma, 
Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kin|,  Linn,  Lowell,  Robert  McClel- 
lan, McRennan,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  Miller,  Morrow, 
Parmenter,  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Raodal), 
Randolph.  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  Jaroea  M.  Russell, 
Salionstali.  SaoTord,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly.  Summers,  Sum- 
ter, Taiiaierro.  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghsai,  Toland, 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  \l^irren,  Wash- 
ington, Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wtothrop, 
Wise,  Wood,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young~84. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  reducing  the 
appropriation  for  the  contingent  eipenset  of  the 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  to  |900,  was  non- 
concurred  in. 

The  remaining  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQBRSOLL  attempted  to  get  in  aa 
amendment  reducing  the  appropriation  for  the  Ju- 
diciary; but 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  him  out  of  order,  inas- 
much as  the  previous  question  had  been  ordered. 

The  engrossment  of  the  bill  was  then  ordered. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  nnaniraeus  consent 
of  the  Honse  to  have  the  question  new  taken  on 
its  passage. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr,  W.  W.  IRWIN  offered  the  following  reso* 
lution;  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  md  is  hereby,  di. 
reeled  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, as  soon  as  convenient,  the  report  bv  Captain  George  W. 
Hughes,  of  the  United  Slates  corps  of  topographical  coei- 
ncer8,of  hislate  recon»o»**ance  and  survey  of  the  Ohiori^er. 

The  SPEAKER  submitted  a  number  of  Kxeca*^ 
J[  tive  commnoications,  as  follows: 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


t9 


1.  A  eommnnication  from  tbe  Treasory  Depart- 
ment, iransmUting  iht  report  of  F.  R.  Hassler,  up- 
on the  progress  of  the  coast  survey;  also,  a  report 
upon  the  subject  of  ihe  standard  Vf  ights  and  meas- 
urpf :  referred  to  the  Select  Commttiee. 

2.  A  communieation  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, eoreriog  tbe  annual  report  and  list  of  insol- 
veni  debtors  in  the  United  Siatet::  referred  to  the 
Jndiciar/ Committee. 

3.  A  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  tbe  resolution  of  the  Haase, 
passed  17ih  December,  calling  for  information  in 
relation  to  the  dry  dock  contemplated  at  Brooklyn: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

6Ar.  FICJLMORE  moved  that  the  commnaica- 
tion  be  also  printed. 

Which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WISB. 

After  debate,  it  was  earrieJ-i-ayes  83,  noes  not 
oonnted. 

COAST  SURVEY  BY  NAVY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  MERIWBTHER  offered  the  following  res- 
olotion: 

Reaottsd,  That  Uia  Belect  CommiUae  oa  the  Coeit  Survey 
iBqair»  into  the  propriety  of  dtipenalng  with  tbe  topographical 
■urver  of  tha  same;  of  limiting  the  aamber  of  peraons  (inclu- 
ding the  raperintendenta  and  aaatstants)  engaged  therein;  and 
of  employing  offlcari  of  the  navy  io  the  same. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked,  that  all  that  was  embraced 
in  the  resolution  was  now  under  consideration  by 
the  select  eemmittee  raised  at  the  last  session,  and 
continued  at  the  present.  He  pledged  himself,  as 
a  member  of  that  committee,  to  investigate  the 
whole  subject,  and  to  summon  every  topographical 
ehgineer  in  the  city  to  testify;  and  he  ventured  to 
say,  that  if  all  the  testimony  already  taken  had 
been  read,  the  House  would  not  have  come  to  such 
a  vote  as  it  did  to-day,  when  the  whole  appropria- 
tion for  ihe  survey  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  of  opinion  that  a  blow  had 
been  to-day  struck  at  the  coast  survev,  from  which 
he  doubted  if  it  ever  would  survive.  Besides  the  in- 
trinsic usefulness  of  such  a  survey  to  the  country, 
it  was  due  to  our  national  pride  that  it  should  be 
kept  up,  and  the  United  States  thereby  cooiribnte 
its  share  to  tbe  science  of  the  world.  He  then 
commented  upon  the  evil  effects  which  would  flow 
from  tbe  casting  a  suspicion  abroad  that  Mr. 
Hassler  was  a  humbug.  Such  a  course  would,  he 
thought,  destroy  the  efficiency  of  any  successor 
who  might  be  appointed  in  resuscitating  the  work. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  said  the  House  bad 
struck  no  blow  at  the  coast  survey,  as  was  assert- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiss]  and 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  EvEacTTj] 
it  had  only  decided  that  it  would  relieve  the  treas- 
ury of  the  country  from  an  annual  expenditure  of 
cue  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  survey  from 
the  paraly2ing  influence  of  a  superannuated  super* 
intendent  and  his  corps,  and  place  the  whole  under 
the  officers  of  tbe  navy  and  army  of  the  United 
Sta.tes,  where  it  ought  always  to  have  been.  If  the 
Gk»vemmrnt  had  no  officers  in  its  navy  and  army 
capable  of  carrying  on  tbe  work,  it  was  time  it 
had;  and  which,  if  it  had  not,  it  could  soon  get. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  of  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Mbbiwethbr]  would 
be  adopted;  and  that  the  committee  would  introduce 
a  bill,  at  an  early  day,  placiol:  (bis  inaportant  work 
under  the  charge  of  ihe  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  to  l>e  conducted  by  officers  of  the  navy  and 
of  the  topographical  engineers  of  the  army — of 
th09e  officers  that  tbe  Government  had  been  edu- 
cating, at  a  large  expense,  for  forty  years.  He 
had  not  tbe  least  doubt  bur,  uoder  them,  tbe  survey 
would  be  as  well  done,  and  far  more  expeditiously, 
than  under  Mr.  Hasaler. 

Mr.  WISE  would  merely  say  that  our  engi- 
neer*, from  Abert  and  Totten  down,  would  all  de- 
clare that  they  were  not  so  competent  as  Hassler; 
SDd  not  only  that,  but  also  that  no  other  man  could 
be  found  as  competent. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  raid,  it  was  true  he  had 
TOted  against  the  appropriation  to-day,  and  he 
could  tell  the  gentleman  frum  Vermont  [Mr.  Ev- 
krctt]  that  if  a  blow  had  been  ^.truck  at  the  coas< 
survey,  as  conducted  by  Mr.  Ha»ler,  he  was  g!a(l 
that  be^ad  been  enabled  te  assist  in  striking  that 
blow. 

He  did  not  believe  that  th^ie  was  a  greaterbum- 
bof  in  tbe  country  than  ibis  same  Mr.  Hassier.  | 


He  was  di>posed  to  carry  on  the  survey,  because 
his  constituents  were  interested  in  it;  but  they 
wanted  it  completed  before  the  next  century.  Un- 
der present  auspices,  there  was  no  prospect  of  ac- 
complishing such  a  design. 

The  question  was'then  tak^n  upon  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

After  which,  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  December  33, 1843. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  of  Robeit  Fulton;  which,  in  connexion  with 
the  papers  on  the  files  of  the  Senate  relating  to  the 
claim,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  presenttd  a  memorial  from  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  of 
Washington,  praying  an  extension  of  their  charter; 
which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  memorials  from  tbe 
president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac, 
and  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  for 
an  extension  of  their  charters,  respectively;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  BAYARD  gave  notice  of  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  establish  naval  schools. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  memorial  from 
certain  citizens  of  Ottowa,  Illinois,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  mail  route  from  Ottowa,  via  Mid- 
dle Point,  to  Napterville,  in  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  George  C.  Johnson  be 
taken  from  the  files,  and  refeired  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
manufacturers  of  furred  hats  in  Harrisburg,  Peon., 
praying  Congress  to  give  them  incidental  protec- 
tion, by  removing  the  35  per  cent,  duty  imposed  on 
imported  furs  by  tbe  tariff  of  last  session:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

On  motiori  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  it  was  ordered 
that  tbe  petition  and  papers  of  Charles  M.  Keller 
be  taken  irom  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  papers  of  Charles  Kohler  be  taken 
'from  tbe  files  of  the^  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment.  House  bill  tn- 
ti'led  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
half  calendar  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1843." 

Mr.  E.  gave  notice  that,  if  agreeable  to  the 
Senate,  he  would,  at  1  o^clock^  move  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  this  bill. 

Also  repor!ed  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  SenMe  bill  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency of  tbe  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment.  Senate  bill  to 
regulate  the  compensation  to  penfien  agents. 

Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  Senate  bill  to  continue  Ihe  of- 
fice of  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Nantucket 
Steamboat  Company. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  persons  residirg  within  the  reputed 
limits  of  the  Slates  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
beyond  the  b«'»undary  line  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  as  established  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  (o  a.«certain  the  $ame; 
which  was  re?d  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
roi'iee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs  TALLMADGE  and  PORTER  present- 
ed ra^m-  rials  from  thncity  of  New  York,  remon- 
s'raiiog  asainst  ihe  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  aci; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 


Mr.  WILLIAMS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  agreed  to: 

Reaolxed^  That  tho  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Im  directed  to  in- 
form the  Senate  whether  or  not  any  penaiona  for  diaiid>llity  to 
officera,  aeamen,  and  marinee,  whll^  in  the  aervice  and  reoeiv- 
Inff  pay,  have  been  paid  alnce  Aueaat  16|  1841;  and  If  any, 
what  haa  been  the  aaionnt  tbaa  pcid,  and  under  what  law  auch 
paymenta  have  bem  made,  aince  Che  paasage  of  the  act  of 
July  16, 1841. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Rundler,  praying  indemnity  for  lo.'^es  by 
the  depreciation  of  funds  paid  him  fur  supplies  fur- 
nished the  Governmf'nt  during  the  late  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
,  Mr.  W.  also  presented  documents  in  relation  to 
the  claim  cf  William  Russell  for  fiNhing  bounty; 
which  weie  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Com^ 
meroe. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  tbe  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Madame  De  Losser;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  ih»  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  introduced  a  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Munroe;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cvipt.  J.  Throckmor- 
ton; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr  HENDERSON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  claims  to- 
land  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river, 
and  south  cf  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  introduced  a  joint- resolution  auihorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  settle,  on  certain 
terms,  the  liabilities  of  tbe  stireties  of  Gordon  D. 
Boyd,  late  receiver  cf  public  moneys  at  Columbus, 
Mississippi;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Bar- 
row on  yesterday)  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to, 
viz: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  landa  l>e  in* 
atrucied  to  Inquire  into  the  expedieDCV  ofgraniing  to  the  State 
of  Louisiana  every  alternate  section  of  the  public  ianda  In  the 
limits  of  that  State,  which  have  been  returned  as  not  wortli  t)ie 
cost  of  survey;  and  each  alternate  section  of  such  Ianda  aa  are 
aubject  to  inundation  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Missiaaippi 
river,  on  the  condition  that  the  said  State  construct  levees,  by 
means,  of  which  said  lands  shall  be  efTectually  protected,  tJiere. 
after,  from  inundation:  And  providedy  That  the  proceeds  of 
the  salea  of  lands  reclaimed  by  means  of  such  levees,  shall  be 
exclusively  appropriated  by  the  t^taie  of  Louisiana  to  the  ma* 
kini^  of  roads  and  the  improving  ol  liveis  and1)ayou8  within  its 
limits. 

AFRICAN  SaUADRON   AND   CIUINTUPLE 

TREATY. 

The  following   resolution,  submitted    by  Mr. 

BiNTON,  was  taken  up  as  one  of   the  special 

orders  of  the  day: 

Raaolvedy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  Sen* 
ate,  (if  compatible  with  the  public  interest,)  whether  the  quin- 
tuple treaty,  for  the  suppression  of  the  alave-u«de,  haa 
been  communicated  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
in  any  form  whatever;  and,  if  so,  by  whom;  for  what  pur* 
pose;  and  what  answer  may  have  been  returned  to  such 
communication.  Also,  to  communicate  to  t.he  Seaate  all  the 
information  which  may  have  been  received  by"  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  going  to  show  tliat  the  '•^couTBt  tehieh 
this  Government  might  take  in  relation  to  eaid  treaty  ha§ 
excited  no  tmatl  degree  of  attention  and  diecusaion  in  JBU' 
rope."  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  how  far  the  "warm  animad* 
versions,"  and  "the  great  political  excitement"  which  tLis  trea* 
ty  haH  caused  in  Europe,  have  any  application  or  reference  to 
the  United  Slates.  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  what  danger 
there  was  that  "/Ae /a wa  an<i  the  obli^atiowi"  of  the  United 
Slates  in  relation  to  the  auppreasion  oi  the  slave-trade  weuld 
be  "executed  by  others"  if  we  did  not  **remoTe  tki  pretest 
and  motive  for  violating  our  Jiag  and  executing  9Ut  lawa^" 
by  entering  into  the  stipulations  (or  the  African  squadron.  $md 
the  remonstrating  embasies  which  are  contained  in  the  8in  and 
9ih  articles  of  the  late  British  treaty*  Also,  that  the  President 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  correspond- 
ence with  our  ministers  abroad,  relating  to  tbe  foregoing 
points  of  inquiry.  Aleo,  that  the  President  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  all  such  information  upon  tha 
negotiation  of  the  African  squadron  articles  as  will  show  the 
origin  of  said  articles,  and  the  history  and  progreaa  of  iheir 
formation. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  resolution  presented  two  distinct 
points  of  inquiry  :  one  in  relation  to  the  quintuple 
treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  sla^e-trade ;  the 
other  in  relation  to  tbe  danger  of  seeing  our  laws 
in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave*trade  exe- 
cuted by  others,  if  we  did  not  execute  these  laws  our- 
selves. Bo'h  inquiries  arise  out  of  the  President's 
me  sageof  Aagnst  Ust,  in  which  the  quintuple  trea- 
ty is  mentioned  in  away  to  anthoriae  the  belief  that 
the  conduct  of  the  allied  powers  has  had  relation  tQ 
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the  United  States ;  and  the  danger  that  others  would 
exrcatc  cur  laws  for  us,  if  we  did  not  enter  into 
the  African  alliance :  and  both  points  were  ^o  pre- 
sented, as  to  operate  as  iaducf  menis  to  the  Seaate 
to  agree  lo  the  treaty.  At  the  same  time,  the  evi- 
dences cf  this  were  not  given  ;  the  correspondence 
shed  no  light  upon  it ;  and  there  were  no  proto- 
cols, or  minotest)f  conference,  to  show  what  pars- 
ed between  the  British  and  American  negoliatiors. 
Now,  these  beliefv,  thns  created,  were  either  found- 
ed or  not.  U  founded,  and  the  great  powers  of 
Earope  have  actually  taken  cognizance  of  our 
conduct  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  we, 
the  people  of  the  United  Siaiet.,  ought  to  know 
it;  it  is  due  to  them  to  know  it.  If  not  found- 
ed, then  it  is  due  to  Great  Britain,  Austria,  and 
Prussia,  that  they  should  be  absolved  from  a  sus- 
picion which  the  message  creates  against  them. 
No  one  can  read  the  passages  in  the  messaf  c  with- 
out feeling  that  a  belief  of  interference  in  our  af- 
fairs is  created  against  these  sovereigns.  It  is  noi 
asserted,  but  they  and  their  conduct  are  referred  to 
in  a  way  to  excite  the  belief.  If  Mr.  B.  ven- 
tured any  opinion,  it  would  be,  that  the  imputa- 
tion was  unfonnded;  and  thAtnll  this  parade  of  the 
quintuple  allies,  and  the  attention--discussion — 
knirpadversion — excitement — which  is  presented  to 
as,  was  merely  a  scenic  representation,  to  help  on 
with  the  ratification  c.f  the  treaty.  With  respect 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  inquiry — that  in  relation 
to  executiog  our  laws  for  us,  if  we  did  not  execute 
them  ourselves — he  believed  that  there  was  such  a 
Threat;  that  it  came  from  dreat  Britain;  and  that 
the  people  had  a  right  to  know  whether  it  is  true. 
As  it  stands,  the  message  as  good. .as  affirms  it. 
These  were  Mr.  B.^s.  reasons  for  making  the 
call,  and  he  was  taken  by  surprise  to  see  any  ob- 
jection to  it.  But  objection  was  made;  and  now  be 
must  vindicate  his  calf;  and  he  would  do  it  on 
both  points  of  inquiry,  and  each  in  their  order. 

First,  'as  to  the  quintuple  treaty:  Th6  Senator 
from  Virginia  supposes  tbers  is  nothing  to  bs  com- 
municated, and  therefore  resists  th«  call.  Even  if 
it  is  so,  let  the  Government  say  so;  let  the  Govern- 
ment say  there  is  nothing  to  cummunicate.  They 
will  not  say  so.  They  have  already  said  the  con- 
trary; and  that  in  a  call  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
ss niatives.  They  admit  they  have  a  correspoad- 
enee  in  relation  to  this  quintuple  treaty,  and  prom- 
ise to  communicate  it  at  the  proper  time.  Here  is 
the  President's  answer,  in  which  the  call  upon  him 
18  set  out — the  correspondence  admitted— and  its 
commnnication  postponed  to  a  more  suitable  time. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  answer  of  the  President  to 
Mr.  J.  CI  Adims's  call,  in  the  following  words: 

To  the  HouM  of  Represetitatires: 

Amolution  of  tlie  House  of  RepreaentaUves  of  ihe  I3ih  in- 
Btani  has  been  communicated  to  mc,  requesting,  '^so  far  aa 
may  be  compatible  wiili  the  public  interest,  a  copy  of  the  quin- 
tuple treaty  between  the  five  principal  powers  of  Europe,  for 
the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade;  and,  also,  cof^ies  of 
Any  remonstrance  or  protest  addressed  by  Lewis  Cass,  Envoy 
Kxiraordlnary  and  Minister  PleniiMJientiaiy  of  the  United  States 
at  tlie  court  of  FYance,  to  that  Government,  against  the  ratifica- 
tion by  France  of  the  said  treaty;  nr.d  of  all  correspondence  be. 
tween  ih«  povcrqmcnts  of  the  United  t^taics  and  of  France; 
and  of  all  communications  from  the  said  I^wisCura  to  his  own 
Government,  and  from  this  Government  to  him,  relating  there- 
to." 

Tn  answer  to  this  request,  T  hove  to  say  that  the  treaty  men- 
tioned therein  has  not  been  ofiicitLWy  commnnicated  (o  itie  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  and  no  authentic  copy  of  iL,  there- 
fore, can  be  furnished.  In  regard  to  the  other  papers  requested, 
although  it  is  my  hope  and  expectation  that  it  will  he  proper 
and  convenient,  at  an  early  day,  to  lay  them  before  Congress,  to- 
gether with  others  connected  with  the  same  subjects;  yet,  in 
my  opinion,  a  communlc;iiion  of  them  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, at  this  time,  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  public 
imeresL 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  20,  1842. 

This  shows  that  there  i.^  something  to  be  con- 
summated; and  certainly  this  is  the  proper  time  for 
it.  The  negotiation  is  over;  and  there  can  be  no 
reason  for  delaying  the  communication  of  the  cor- 
respondence. Mr.  B.  hoped  there  wouid  be  no 
fnrther  objection  to  that  branch  of  the  inquiry 
which  hib  resolntion  presented. 

On  the  second  branch  of  it — thai  of  an  e xecntion 
of  enr  laws  and  obligations  by  others,  if  wc  did  not 
remove  the  pretext  for  this  assumption,  by  entering 
into  the  African  alliance.  On  this  branch  of  the 
inquiry,  he  believed  the  rea*^ons  for  having  the  in- 
formation vhich  was  called  for,  were  strong  and 
inesistible.    The  message  clearly  presents  the  case 


of  a  threat  »gainM  us  on  the  part  of  Oreai  Britain; 
and  the  question  is,  Is  this  irnt?    If  true,  the  coun- 
try isinstiited — ^the  nation  dishoaored — ^by  cowering 
under  it.    If  untrue.  Great  Britain  is  wronged,  by 
being  presented  as  hectoring  over  uy,  when,  in 
fact,  she  was  not.    Taken  either  way— and  we 
want  the  facts — we  want  t-j  see  on  what  fonndatiop 
this  part  of  the  message  rests.    This  is  the  more 
necessary,  because  the  correspondence  is  dead  si- 
li?nt-_sileDt  as  the  grave— on  all  that  relates  to  this 
African  squadron.    Not  a  word  upon  it  in  the  one 
hundred    and    twenty    pages   of  correspondence 
which  was  communicated  to  the  Senate,  to  en- 
lighten  it  upon    the   forn.aiion    of  the    treaty  I 
There    is   a   head  for  if,  but  nothing  under  tjie 
head!   not  ore  word  between  the  two  negotia- 
tors!   See  the  document^  page  84,  and  the  section 
headed    "Supprbssiow   op  the    Aprican   suve- 
-TR4DE— extradition;"  and  all  in  glaring  capital?, 
as  if  we  were  going  to  see  all  that  passed  between 
the  two  negotiators  on  the  point  of  this  suppres- 
sion; when  not  a  word  is  to  be  fonnd.    The  ex- 
tradition— this  is  to  say,  the  surrender  of  fugitive 
criminals — has  one  note,  of  half  a  page,  to  say  that 
this  article  for  the  delivery  6f  fugitives  would  not 
be  binding  upon  Great  Britain  until  ratified  by 
Parliament;  and  after  that,  his  Lordship  vanishes 
from  the  chapter.    He  is  seen  or  heard  of  no  more 
in  the  eight  psges  which  follow  on  the  suppression 
of  the  slave-trade:  the  whole  is  confined  to  our 
Secretary  and  a  couple  of  naval  officers — the  Brit- 
ish minister  not  even  appearing  to  be  cognizant  of 
what  they  were4tbout!    Look  at  it,  and  follow  the 
papers  as  they  rise,  and  see  what  a  figure  they 
present.    The  first  is  from  Captain  Paine,  of  the 
United  States  navy,  to  Mr.  Webster,  dated  May  3, 
1843,  and  is  in  answer  to  inquiries  which  are  not 
given!    Mr.  Webster's  letter  to  Captain  Paine  is 
not  given;  and  how  the  Captain  came  lo  make  this 
communication  is  only  to  be  guessed  at;  for  there 
is  no  clew  to  its  production.    It  1%  however,  a  letter 
of  much  interest,  and  gives  the  history  of  the  little 
Sierra  Leone  anti-slave-trade  treaty  between  a  Brit- 
ish and  an  American  officer,  which  was  so  prompt- 
ly, so  patriotically,  so  nobly  rejected  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren  in  1140.    A  part  of  the  object  of  the  letter 
seems  to  have  been'  to  complain  to  the  new  admin- 
istration of  the  manner  in  which  the  pa^t  admini^ 
traticn  had  rejected  and  rebuked  that  little  treaty— 
the  seminal  principle  of  the  present  African  alli- 
ance.   Mr.  PauldiQg,  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  speaking  in  the  name  of  President  Van  Buren, 
says,  in  relation  lo  the  arrangement  made  at  Sierra 
Leone,  to  Captain  Paine: 

'Such  a  delegation  of  power  is  not  only  anaulhoriEed  bj 
your  instructions,  but  contrary  to  tlie  established  and  welf. 
irnown  piincif))esand  policy  of  your  Government;  and  is,  there. 
Tore,  not  sanctioned  by  the  department" 

This  was  a  pretty  pointed  rebuke  to  Capt.  Pain^, 
who  had  made  the  arrangement  with  Capt.  Tucker, 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop-of-war  the  Wol- 
verine.  As  such,  Capt.  Paine  seems  to  |nve  fell 
it;  and  thus  signified  his  feelings  in  the  concluding 
sentence  of  his  letter: 

"Any  expression  of  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Paulding's  teller  to 
me  would  have  been  improper,  and  would  stilt  be  indecoious- 
1  shall  be  grateful  to  be  mformed  if  you  thinic  any  explanation 
or  defence  necessary.    I  have  never  believed  so." 

The  correFpondence  does  not  show  whether  the 
Secretary  thought  any  defence  or  explanation  on 
the  part  of  Capt.  Paine  necessary;  but  he  proceed- 
ed immedia'ely  to  console  his  feelings  by  making 
an  arrangement  of  a  siill  stronger  character  with 
Great  Britain,  and  availing  himself  of  all  Capt. 
Faine^s  information  to  facilitate  its  conclusion.  On 
the  30th  day  of  April,  1843,  the  Secretary  ad- 
dresses eight  queries  to  Captains  Bell  and  Paine  on 
the  subject  of  the  African  slave-trade,  of  which  the 
6?h,  7ih,  and  Sth  are  in  these  words: 

"6.  The  utility  of  employing  vessels  of  difTerent  nations  to 
cruise  toirether,  so  that  one  or  the  other  might  have  a  right  to 
visit  and  search  every  vessel  which  might  be  met  with  under 
suspicious  circumstances,  either  as  belonging  to  the  country 
of  the  vessel  visiting  and  searching,  or  to  some  other  country 
which  has,  hy  treaty,  conceded  such  right  of  visitation  and 
search." 

*7.  To  what  places  sihves  from  slave-ships  could  be  mont 
conveniently  talcen." 

"8.  Finally,  what  number  of  vessels,  and  of  what  size,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  employ  on  the  western  coast  of  Alricn, 
in  order  to  put  an  entire  end  lo  the  traffic  in  slave*;  and  for  what 
number  of  years  it  would  protiably  l)e  necessary  to  maintain 
I  such  force  to  accomplish  (bat  purpose." 


.  The  answers  to  these  queries  are: 

»'6.  We  are  of  opinion  that  a  squadron  should  be  kept  on  ihe 
coast  of  Africa,  to  eo  operate  with  the  British,  or  other  naiioos 
interested  in  stopping  the  slave-tnide;  and  that  the  roost  effi. 
cient  mode  would  be  fur  vessels  to  cruise  in  couple*— one  of 
each  nation."  ,  ^  ^ 

*7.  If  captured  under  the  American  flag,  send  them  to  Cape 
Mesurado,  Ifiberia;  or,  if  convenient,  to  such  other  of  the  Ajimt* 
ican  settlements  as  the  a^ent  of  the  United  States  there  may 
wish." 

**8.  As  our  personal  knowledge  of  the  alare-iFade  ezteodi  to 
only  that  part  of  it  comprised  between  Cape  Vendnad  (kpt 
Palmaa,  it  is  difficult  lo  suite  the  exact  force  required  for  ilus 
service;  not  less,  however,  than  the  ftfllowing,  we  think  neces- 
sary: 

*One  first  class  sloop  of- war. 

'One  steamer,  from  two  hundred  U>  .three  hundred  tons  bur- 
den. 

*Two  (eight  often  gun)  btigs  orschoonen. 

*'Ten  schooners  of  about  one  hundred  tons,  each  with  foar 
guns.  *  • 

"One  store  ship,  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  torn. 

"All  Uie  veesels  to  have  one-tenth  lorn  than  their  comple* 
ments  of  men,  to  be  filled  up  with  kroomen,  on  their  arrival  on 
the  coast. 

"A  steamer  (to  befitted  up,  if  possible^  to  Imm  with  ehher 
coal  or  wood,  as  circumiiances  may  require)  will  be  easeeti- 
ally  necessary." 

> 

These  were  the  answers  to  the  three  questioni; 
and  in  conformity  with  these  answers,  the  African 
articles  were  drawn  up.  And  these  answers  from 
Captains  Bell  and  Paine  close  the  whole  bead  of 
the  correspondence  under  the  titie  of  ^^Suppretmt^ 
qf  the  Jifrican  slave-^adt  !^^  Not  a  word  appears 
in  it,  to  or  from  Lord  Ashbnrton;  and  from  all  that 
we  can  see,  it  would  seem  that  he  had  never 
heard  of  these  African  articles  vntil  he  sig;ncd 
them  in  the  treaty ! 

The  articles,  then,  for  ibis  squadron,  and  these 
remonstrating  ambassadors,  stand  before  ns  as 
American  conceptions  !  as  stipulations  originatiiig 
with  the  United  Slates,  and  carried  forward  by 
them  as  their  separate  work,  until  the  articles 
leaped  full  grown  into  the  body  of  the  treaty. 
This  is  the  way  they  appear  to  ns :  they  appear  as 
articles  of  American  growth  and  origin,  when,  I 
undertake  to  affirm,  that  they  are  wholly  British ! 
that  they  came  from  the  British  negotiator  \  and 
that  the  American  Secretary  has  done  bis  work  in 
seeking  testimony  to  justify  them,  and  to  ripen 
them  into  formal  sttipnlations ! 

To  sustain  thi5  belief,  I  do  not  refer  to  the  fact 
(pregnant  as  it  is)  ihat  \he  British  have  been  poslh 
ing  and  pressing  this  alliance  upon  us  for  thirty-six 
years — from  the  time  Mr.  Monroe  was  in  London 
in  1806.  I  leave  out  all  that,  and  come  to  direct 
proof.  Here  it  is,  (holding  up  a  pamphlet,)  in  the 
noble  pamphlet  of  General  Cass  against  the  British 
pretension  of  search.  I  laid  that  pamphlet  by  for 
use,  when  I  got  a  copy  of  it.  I  use  part  of  it  now, 
and  more  hereafter.  For  the  present,  I  quote  from 
page  24,  (Baltimore  edition,  by  J.  Yoang,)  aad 
only  take  what  is  there  quoted  from  the  London 
Times  newspaper — a  paper  which  (no  Senator  need 
be  reminded)  is  the  oigan  of  the  ministry  which 
sent  out  Lord  A^hburton.  The  article  is  of  the 
date  of  January  last,  when  the  minister  was  on  the 
point  «f  setting  out  to  the  United  States,  and  tells 
what  he  came  for.    This  is  the  article: 

**Thi8  dispute  (of  impressmtnuy  now  sltcfm;  though  it  wOl 
have  to  bo  revived,  at  latest,  on  tlie  oezi occasion  whoa  we  iai 
ourselves  invested,  by  a  war,  with  ihe  ri|?ht,  of  which  it  m  ths 
conse<iuence;  and,  indeed,  it  might  he  raised  upon  the  eonten- 
ptaiea  treaty^  giving  a  mutual  right  qf  search  for  the  prsvcD- 
tion  of  the  slave  trade,  u^^^sa  provlde<l  fur,  as  it  might,  and 
probably  would  be,  by  special  articles." 

Here  the  official  paper  of  the  present  British 
ministry  shows  us,  at  the  moment  the  special  min- 
ister is  setting  out,  that  the  question  cf  impress- 
ment is  to  be  reviv^iT,  and  may  be  done  on  the 
contemplated  treaty,  and  in  that  part  of  the  treaty 
which  relates  to  the  suppression  of  the  ^Iave•trad^, 
and  that  **special  urticles^^  would  prehaUy  be  agreed 
upon  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  this  tradf. 
This  is  the  import  of  the  article  in  the  Times;  and 
it  is  under  a  nisi — under  an  "un/ess** — and  under 
the  contingency  for  providing  for  this  suppression 
by  special  articles,  that  the  right  of  impressment 
might  not  be  raised  upon  the  trea'y!  All  this  is 
too  plain  for  comment,  and  too  grave  for  neglect. 
It  comes  from  the  authentic  organ  of  the  British 
ministry;  and  time  and  events  have  verified  every 
word  of  it.  The  pretention  to  impress  has  been 
revived — revived  m  Lord  Ashburton's  letter  of  the 
9.'h  of  August,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Webster^  of  the 
8th,  in  which  onr  Secretary  gave  the  minister  an 
opportunity  to  revive  the  prelensioni  by  cpening  ^ 
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gntaitoQs  correspondeDce  upon  this  h«ad»  after  the 
ireoTy  wat  eonclmMf  The  treaty  l)ears  date  the 
9th  of  An^Qst,  and  mast  have  been  cooclnded 
some  days  before  that  time.  Mr.  Webster's  letter 
bears  da^e  ihe  8th  of  Aognst — Lord  Ashbar- 
ton^s  Ihe  9th  of  Augast;  and  each  letter  eonclades 
with  a  farewell,  and  a  declaration  that  these  letters 
*'e2Mcct"  their  correspondence  I  Thus  the  minister 
had  a  bataral  occasion  presented  to  him  to  revive 
the  pretension  of  impressment,  and  was  thereby 
saved  from  appearing  *'o0Seioitt*'  or  'itiguistitoe" 
upon  the  8nt>ject,  as  it  is  intended  that  the  British 
(Toveniort  in  the  West  Indies  shall  appear  when 
liberating  American  slaves.  This  proves  that  the 
Times  newspaper  was  right  an  to  impressment:  the 
stipulations  for  the  African  fqaadron  show  that  it 
was  equally  right  as  to  the  ^'tpedal  orlietes'Mn  lien 
of  the  right  of  search !  And  boih  together  prove 
that  impressment,  right  of  search,  and  this  African 
squadron,  bunting  nrgroes  in  cooplps  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  are  all  part  and  parcel  of  the  same  thing 
— ^the  degrading  right  of  inpreBsment,  against  which 
the  Untud  States  went  to  war  in  1619. 

This  is  enongh  to  prove  the  British  origin  of 
these  African  articles,  and  the  fallacy  of  the  form 
in  which  they  came  tiefore  us. 

Mr.  B.  {•aid,  upon  these  expositions  of  facts  and 
rtasons,  he  trusted  that  no  further  opposition  would 
be  made  to  the  call  which  he  had  submitted.  He 
had  a  right  to  the  information:  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people  had  a  right  to  it.  A  treaty  concerns 
the  pnblfc,  and  the  negotiators  have  no  right  to 
make  chimney-corner  work  of  It — to  convert  it 
into  a  private  affair — give  and  take  what  they 
please ;  and  keep  no  record— make  no  report — in- 
form the  country  nothing  about  it.  Tbis  is  the 
first  time  negotiations  have  been  so  conducted  in 
our  country:  let  it  be  the  lasi!  Let  the  rebuke  be 
now  administered  which  will  prevent  the  repetition 
of  soeh  reprehensible  conduct  in  future.  Our  ne- 
gotiator seems  to  have  acted  without  instructions 
from  the  President:  the  correspondence  5bows  it, 
and  he  so  declared  it  at  Boston.  He  seems  also 
to  heve  made  no  minutes  of  hi«  proceedings.  And 
novir,  if  he  is  to  make  unreport  to  us,  (a  part  of  the 
treaty-making  power,)  there  is  an  end  to  accounta- 
bility and  responsibility  on^  the  great  point  of  our 
negotiations  with  foreign  powers. 

Mr.  EVANS  s^id  it  was  not  h's  purpose  to  dis- 
cuss the  resolution;  but,  as  it  was  evident  it  would 
take  op  a  considerable  portion  of  time,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  postponed.  He  would  t-uggest  to  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  AacHaa]  the  propriety 
of  letting  it  lie  over  till  to  morrow. 

llir.  ARCHER  assenting,  the  resolution  was 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

THE  CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRI. 

ATION  BILL. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  com** 
miltee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  EVANS  staled  that  the  committee  had  not 
proposed  any  amendments  to  this  bill,  although  there 
was  DO  appropriation  in  it  for  the  coast  survey. 
U  was,  however,  only  for  appropriatioas'of  the  cnr- 
rent  half  year;  and  when  the  general  appropriation 
bill  for  the  fiseal  year  came  up,  any  omissions 
coaid  be  supplied. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that,  though  the  ap. 
propciations  in  this  bill  were  not  higher  than  the 
e&ti mates,  yet  there  were  two  classes  of  appropria- 
-  lioos  in  it,  which  looked  to  expenditures  that  ought 
lo  be  reduced.  The  estimates  themselves  were  to& 
high,  and  would  lead  to  expense?  larger  than  were 
proper  in  the  present  stale  of  Ihe  country^  They 
were  those  connected  with  our  judiciary  and  the 
diplomatic  relations.  But,  as  this  would  be  correct- 
ed in  the  next  bill,  (and  it  was  very  desirous  lo 
have  this  one  pass  speedily,)  he  would  make  no 
motion  to  amend,  but  merely  state  tbis  fact  in  or- 
der to  foreclose  any  inference  that  doable  the 
aiaount  of  those  two  olasHs  of  appiopriations  in 


this  bill  was  not  thought  tco  high  for  the  whole 
year. 

There  b*ing  no  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  it 
was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  read  ^ 
a  third  time,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ASSUMPTION  OP  STATE  DEBTS. 

ThePRESlDENTpro  tern  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
cf^vering  the  following  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  State* 

DariBTMSMT  OF  Statb, 

WBAhington,  Dec.  23,  1842. 
To  the  Prendent: 

Tlie  Secreiarv  of  State— to  whom  the  Preaident  ham  roArred 
the  resolniion  of  the  Senate  of  the  7Sd  insuuit,  in  the  following 
words:  'That  the  President  of  the  United  Butes  be  requited 
to  inform  the  Senata  whether  the  late  tpecial  minister  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  made  any  proposition,  infor- 
mally or  otherwise,  to  the  negotiator  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  assumption  or  gaaranty  of  the  Slate  debts  b-v  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  holders  of  said  debts" — 
has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  President,  that  the  late  special 
minister  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  made  no  prop- 
osition^ informal  or  otherwise,  to  the  negotiator  on  (he  part  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  assompiion  or  guaranty  of  the  State 
debts  bT  the  Government  of  the  United  States  (othe  holders  of 
said  debts. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  communication  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tan.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  following  communication  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee: 

I  have  received  the  resolution  of  the  22d  inst,  requesting 
me  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  "infor- 
mal communications"  which  took  place  between  the  American 
Secretaiy  of  State  and  the  British  special  minister, during  ihe 
late  necuiiation  in  Washinfrton  city,  on  the  ''subject  of  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to  the  territory  west  of 
the  Roclcy  Mountains;"  and  also  to  inform  the  Senate  what 
were  the  reasons  which  prevented  "any  agreement  on  the 
subject  at  present,"  and  whii;^  made  it  "inexpedient  to  include 
that  subject  among  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation." 

In  my  message  to  Congress  'at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  \n  adverting  to  the  territoiy  of  the  United 
Stales  on  the  Pacific  oceaa,  north  of  the  4^  deg.  of  north  latl- 
•tude,  a  part  of  which  is  claimed  b^  Great  Britain,  I  rerom* 
mended  that,  "in  advance  of  the  claims  of  individual  rights  to 
Aese  landsL  soond  policy  dictates  that  every  effort  should  be 
resorted  to  bv  the  two  Governments  to  seule  their  respective 
claims;"  and  also  stated  Ihatlshould  not  delay  to  urge  on  Great 
Britain  the  importance  of  an  early  settlement.  Measures  have 
been  already  taken,  io  pursuance  of  the  purpose  thus  exprens- 
ed;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  deem  it  consistent 
with  the  public  interest  to  make  any  communication  on  the 
sut^ect.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Wasukotom,  Dec.  23, 1842. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  and  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  communication  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  (there  being  no 
further  business  before  the  Senate,)  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded 10  the  eonaideralion  of  executive  business; 
and,  having  spent  a  short  time  therein,  adjourned 
till  Tuesday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FaiDAT,  December  93, 1843. 

PRIVATE  BILL  DAY. 

This  day  and  to-morrow  were,  some  days  since, 
set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  the  business  on 
the  private  calendar;  and  it  was  also  acreed  to 
meet  two  houia  eailier  than  usual  on  those  two 
days. 

Tne  SPEAKER  accordingly  called  the  Hcufe 
to  order  this  morning  at  10  o^clock;  and  at  the  de- 
votional exercises  by  the  Rev.  Mr^  Tdstom,  one  of 
the  congressional  chaplains,  there  were  not  more 
than  90  members  in  attendance. 

The  Clerk  commenced  tl|a  reading  of  the  jonr- 
nal  of  yesterday;  but 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  there  was  important  matter 
in  the  journal,  which  it  would  be  better  not  to  ap- 
prove without  a  quorum  at  least.  He  therefore 
suggested  a  postponement  of  the  reading  cf  the 
journal. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
as  he  wi&hed  to  see  what  gentlemen  were  absent 
from  the  House  when  business  required  their  at- 
tendance. 

Mr.  CUSBINQ  moved  an  adjoarnnent,  (al- 


though he  should  vote  against  it  himself,)  and  on 
tbis  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  wera 
ordered.  This  motion  had  the  donble  effect  of  re- 
cording the  names  of  gentlemen  present,  and  of 
giving  time  for  others  to  arrive. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken,  (daring 
which  the  members  in  attendance  increased,)  the 
motion  to  adjourn  was  negatived-^yeas  5,  navs  51. 

Mr.  CO  WEN  moved  that  the  call  of  the  House 
be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
call  of  the  House;  on  which  the  vote  was — 54  ift 
the  affirmative,  and  40  in  the  negative;  being  still 
less  than  a  quorum. 

Mr  BIDLACK  said  he  wished  to  see  the  differ- 
ence between  profession  and  practice;  and,  there- 
f<Te,  he  called  upon  the  Cterk  to  state  what  lum- 
ber of  gentleman  voted  to  chinge  the  hour  of 
meeting  from  19  to  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  the  vote  was  taken  by  tel- 
lers, and,  therefore,  the  names  of  the  gentlemea 
who  voted  in  the  majority  could  not  be  given. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  suggested  that  the  committees 
be  called  for  reports. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  no  business  could 
be  entertained  until  a  qhorum  was  in  attendance. 

A^ier  some  irregular  conversation  between  sev- 
eral members, 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  that  the  Honse  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  and  other«  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  7,  nays  109. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was,  therefore,  negatived. 

It  being  now  ascertained  that  a  quorum  was  in 
attendance,  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and 
approved. 

The  SPEAKER  then  said  the  business  in  order 
was  the  bills  on  the  private  calendar;and,  first,  those 
bills  woald  be  taken  which  were  ready  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  following  bills  were  then  read  a  third  time^ 
and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsey. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Martha,  of  Eaatport,  Maine. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
err  w  of  the  schooner  Cod-hook,  i»f  Blnehiii,  Maine. 

A  bill  to  refund  to  Charles  Holt  a  fine  impoeed 
on  him  under  the  sedition  law. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Hammell. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  haac  Plummer. 

A  1  ill  for  the  relief  of  Major  Thomas  Harrison. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Javins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Farnham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hambleton. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Eldridge  and  others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Joanna,  of  Ellsworth,  Maine. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  WilUam  Allen. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lloyd  J.  Bryan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Tompkins.     ' 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  J.  Totten. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Crawford. 

A  bill  granting  to  Captain  James  Lowe  one 
thousand  dollars  and  a  section  of  land. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Leah  Tenure,  widow  of 
Michael  Tcunre. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rath  Mathiot. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carter  B.  Chandler. 

A  bill  f(  r  the  relief  of  Henry  FWman. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  White. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Byrd. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eve  Vandenburgh. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Dameron,  widow 
of  Christopher  Tompkins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisabeth  Oawkins. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  2tf  anh. 
.    A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bonnell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Hambright. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tirsah  Hant. 

A  bill  for  the  psjisfikl  oi  sefcn  compaBies  o^ 
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Georgia  militia  for  services  rendered  in  the  tears 
1840  and  1841. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  W.  Haley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Allen  Rogers. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  6.  Sanders. 

A  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  sc;booDer  Martha,  (J.  Nickerson.) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  schooher 
Three  Brothers,  (Qeorge  Dyer  ani  others.) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gorham  A.  Wotth,  one 
of  the  sureties  of  Samnel  Edmonds,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gale. 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Robert  T.  Norris. 

A  bill  fnr  the  relief  of  Teakle  Savage,  adminis- 
trator of  Bolitha  Laws. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gh>rdon,  of  Bel- 
fast, owner  of  the  ecbooner  Two  Sons,  and  the  le- 
gal representatives  oijhe  crew  of  said  vessel. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Orin  Prentiss,  of  Stoning- 
Ion,  Connecticut,  owner  of  the  schooner  Lily,  and 
the  crew  of  raid  vessel. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of.  Isaae  ChampUnand 
others,  owners  of  the  schooner  Buffalo. 

A  bill  foi'  the  relief  of  Joseph  Holmes  and 
others,  owner  and  legal  representatives  of  the  crew 
of  the  schooner  Industry. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  Bartlett,  late  con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  Lima,  in  Peru. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  John 
Jackson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Robert  T.  Spence. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lionberger. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Delany. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Neweomb. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvia  Underwood,  mother 
of  Lieutenant  Under \vood,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Mount. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Brum. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Harris. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Layton*^  children. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Elder. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Captain 
William  Royall,  deceased,  (Mrs.  Ann  ) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Prudence  Couch. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Jones. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maria  M.  Brooks. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Davis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Akinson. 

A  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Samuel  Neely. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Sweetman. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lyman  N.  Cook. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  A.  Perry. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Wiley. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hicks. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Waddell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Lord. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caspar  W,  Wever. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Rash. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 

A  bill  for  the  rehef  of  John  Drysdale. 

A  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  Garret  Vieit. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Blisha  Moreland,  William 
M.  Kennedy,  Robert  J.  Kennedy,  and  Mason  E. 
Lewis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  D.  Hose  et  al. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barent  Stryker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wharry. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  McGee  and  Susan 
Pierce,  heirs  at  law  of  George  Neilson. 

A  bill  to  revive  an  act  entitled  ^•An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Davlin." 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Billings,,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooiier  Lurana. 

A  bill  for  ih^ relief  of  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crew  of  the  armed  brig  Warrior,  or  their  legal 
representatives. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Evans. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Drew. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Cope!and. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Parker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  P.  Pollen  and 
Robert  Colgate. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  Thomas  J. 
Winslow, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Burr  and  Smiib. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  H.  Everett. 

A  bill  nUowing  a  pension  to  Geoige  Rouse, 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hillsman. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Angur. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wilmot  Msrsdgi. 

A  bill  for  the  xelief  of  Abraham  Vanhorn. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Peak. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Israel  Thomas. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Josiah  Westlake. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dexter  Hnugerford. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Hover  and'Abel- 
ard  Guthrie. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peters,  Moore,  A  Co. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Cooke,  jr.,  Robt 
Anderson,  and  George  Southall. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Horace  Witherell. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  Poindexter 
of  Kentucky. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferdinand  Leibert. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Sullivan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benj.  Treslow. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Snow  Y.  Sears. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Gerard  Ford. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robt.  Ful- 
ton; which  was  agreed  to:  but  it  was  not  read  a 
third  time,  objections  being  made. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passedi 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  Watson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Emmerson. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  refund  to  David  Watkinson  &  Co.  a  part  of  the 
duties  imposed  on  a  certain  qaamity  of  tin  andiron 
imported  by  them  into  the  port  of  New  York. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  enrolment  or  register  of 
the  brig  New  Granada. 

On  leave  given,  Mr. WASHINGTON  reported  a 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims, 
for  the  relief  of  thff  heirs  of  Major  General  Baron 
De  K&lb;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to 
Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  G1DDINGK3  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
private  bills  on  the  calendar  which  were  ready  to 
be  eommittsd. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Caskt  took 
the  chair. 

The  committee  then  acted  on  the  following  bills, 
which  were  severally  laid  aside  to  be  reported: 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Charles  B.  Hall. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aquila  Goodwin. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McColgan. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  E.  Hustin. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatires 
of  General  Alexander  Macomb  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Renault. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Terry. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Penhallow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Asbury. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac  Green. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  Morris  Wain. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Credit,  and  master  and 
crew  of  said  vessel. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abner  Lowell  and 
others,  owners  of  the  fishing  schooner  William. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Williams,  widow 
of  Jacob  Williams,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  EUery. 

The'bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  F.  W.  Smith. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
livcR  of  Francis  Pellicer,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Calhoun. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Johnson  Patrick. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Wilson  and 
James  Carter. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ellery,  ewner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Sevo  and  Ida,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell  and 
others,  owner,  master,  and  crew  of  the  fishing 
schooner  Lucy  Ann. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Bradsireet  and 
AmosTappan.  \ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Knott  Martin  and  Ar-  ^ 
nold  Martin  the  third,  owners  of  the  fishing  schoon- 
er Only  Son,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Reckless. 

Tl^e  bill  for  the  relief  of  Btmabas  Bftker  and 


others,  owners  of  the  fishing  schooner  called  the 
Union,  of  Dennis,  Massachusetts. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represenU' 
lives  of  Henry  Hoffman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Riddle,  of  the 
city  of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Kerving. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Knowles,  jr. 
and  owners  and  the  crew  of  the  fishing  sehooaer 
Garnett. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Lomax. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  lepreseatatives 
of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon. 

The  biU  for  the  reUef  of  Elizabeth  Whitenan ; 
and  ' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Major  General  the  Baron  de  Kalb. 

On  motim  by  Mr.  COWEN,  the  eommiuee 
rose  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  House;  wIko,  the 
following,  after  having  been  ordered  to  be  eBgrocs- 
ed  for  a  third  reading,  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cbailes  B.  Hall. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aquila  Goodwin. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McColgan. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentaiiyes  of  Major  General  Alexander  Macomb, 
deceased,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Horton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Francis  Pillecer. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Renault 
.   The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Terry. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Penhallow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Asbury. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac  Green. 

The  bill  for  the  relict  of  S.  Morris  Wain. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Williams,  wUov 
of  Jacob  Williams,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bllery. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
ofLieutenant  F.  W.  Smith,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  8.  Calhoun. 

I^e  bill  for  the  relief  of  Johnson  Patrick. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelins  Wilson  and 
James  Carter. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Reckless. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Hoffman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Riddle,  of  the 
city  of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Kerving. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  William  Lomax. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Whiteman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Major  General  the  Baron  deKalb. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HOLMES,  the  reconsidera- 
tion ordered  of  the  bill  remitting  the  duties  on  the 
organ  imported  by  the  Epiftcepal  church  of  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  was  taken  op;  and,  after  soae 
remarks  from  Mr.  H.,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  moyed  a  reconsideration  of  lh« 
vote  on  bill  No.  571,  for  the  relief  of  Samoel  M. 
Asbnry,  purporting  to  come  from  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  thought  the 
House  was  proceeding  with  too  little  eantion.  Ae- 
eording  to  his  recollection,  there  had  been  two  or 
three  reports  against  this  claim,  and  none  ia  favor 
of  it.  When  a  committee  had  reported  favorably, 
he  would  not  interfere.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  moved  that 
when  the  House  adjourned,  it  should  adjourn  over 
to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.GIDDINGS  eaHed  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  modified  his  motion  by  nb- 
stituting  Monday  for  Tuesday. 

Then  veas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  ivhea 

Mr.  THOMPSON  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  renewed  the  ori* 
ginal  motion  of  Mr.  T.  to  adjonm  over  to  Tues* 
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day,  and  called  for  ihe  yeas  and  nays ;  which,  be* 
isg  ordered,  resalted  in  yeas  £0,  nays  80. 

The.  Speaker  voting  in  the  affirmau?e,  the  mo- 
tion was  carried. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Mcintosh  was 
taken  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  TURNGY  muved  its  recommittal  to  a 
select  committee  for  investigation. 

Mr.  LEVY  hoped  it  would  not  be  recommitted. 

Blr.W.  B.  CAMPBELL  advocated  its  recommit- 
al. 

Mr.  LEVY  went  into  some  lengihy  statements 
in  defence  of  the  claim,  and  in  opposition  to  ,the 
motion  to  commit.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  W. 
B.  CAMPBELL,  Mr.  TURNEY,  Mr.  M.  A. 
COOPER,  and  Mr.  CO  WEN;  when  the  bUl  was 
recommitied  to  .a  select  committee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQIRSOLL  submitted  a  resolution 
(which  bad  been  before  repeatedly  offered  on 
preceding  days)  to  pay  the  pages,  officers  of  the 
Honsei  Ac.,  extra  lemnneration  for  the  last  ses* 
sion. 

Mr.  BLACK  and  others  objected,  and  the  reso- 
lation  was  not  received. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  SPEAKER  la^d  beforlB  Ihe  House  a  com- 
manication  fiom  the  Treasury  Df  partment,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  19th 
March,  1843,  tranvnUtting  a  statement  relative  lo 
the  judicial  expenses  of  ihe  Government,  and  the 
laws  and  usages  under  which  the  same  are  incnr- 
red;  also,  the  projet  of  a  bill  to  fix,  ascertain,  and 
regalate  the  fees  allowed  to  clerics,  attorneys,  mar- 
shals, witnesres,  and  jurors  in  the  United  Slates 
coortfl:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OQ  motion  of  Mr.  WARREN,  the  documents 
and  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of  W.  Fuller 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofilce 
and  Post  Roads. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OP  DRAGOONS. 

Mr.  CROSS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  provision  by 
wbicb  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons  is  to  be 
dismounted  on  the  first  of  March  next. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MISSISSIPPL 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiuec  on  ihe  Public  Land*  be  U\- 
fllracted  to  inquire  into  ihe  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to 
thia  nouae  quieting  the  titles  to  ceruin  landa  sold  at  Choc- 
chuuma  and  Coluihbus,  Miaiiwippi ;  which,  after  the  definitive 
esiabliahmenc  of  the  boundary  lino  between  the  Chickauw 
and  Chociaw  cetaionSf  are  found  lo  be  within  the  former  cea* 
>ioo. 

JESSE  HOYT'S  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  BO.\RDMAN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Resolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  coDimunicate  to  this  House  ihe  amount  nf  the  defalcation  of 
Jeaae  Hoyt,  late  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Yoric ;  and  also 
iR[hai  naeans,  if  any,  have  been  adopted  for  the  recovery  of 
the  same,  together  with  the  names  of  the  sureties  of  said  myt. 

LIGHT-HOUSES. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  (after  a  brief  interval  of  objection) 
was  adopted : 

Jieaoivtdt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  inform  the  House  whether  any  a^ ent  or  agents  (other  than 
the  regular  and  usual  inspectors)  have  been  employed  during 
the  past  year  in  the  examination  and  Inspection  of  the  light- 
hpUBBs;  and  if  to,  the  names  of  such  agents,  the  instructions 
given,  the  persons  employed  under  them,  the  whole  expendi* 
lore  of  such  examination  and  inspection,  the  number  of  light- 
bouMs  inspected,  the  time  employed  in  such  Inspection,  the  re* 
|x>rc  or  reports  of  such  agent  or  agents,  the  amount  ol^  money 
paid  for  the  same,  and  tlVB  fund  from,  which  payment  hais  been 
made. 

At  thi^  stage  of  the  procee  lings,  a  motion  to 
adjoarn  was  made  by  Mr  BOWNE;  but  was,  after 
some  conversational  debate,  withdrawn. 

COLLECTIONS  AND   EXPENDITURES  AT 

NEW  YORK. 

* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  DAVIS,  it  was 

Mtemolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to  this 
Hoase  the  number,  dosses,  and  compensation  of  persons,  re- 
spectively, in  the  employment  of  the  Government  in  (he  port  of 
New  York  on  the  let  day  of  January,  1829,  and  also  on  the  lat 
daj  of  January,  1842;  and  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  in 
ihmi  port  for  the  two  years  immediately  precedmg  these  dates. 

PRIVATE  CLAIM  IN  KENTUCKY. 
Mr.  W.  O.  BUTLER  offered  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  adopted:  ^ 


Jlsso/ved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet 
Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  releasing  D.  &  V.  K. 
Rich,  securities  of  J.  F.  Moore,  deceased,  late  postmaster  at 
Gaines  Cro«a-Roads,  -in  the  Biate  of  Kentucky,  from  the  pay. 
ment  of  a  judgment  by  the  district  court  of  the  Cr.ltcJ  fl'ates 
lor  the  district  of  Kealuclty.  for  the  sumof  tlOe  53;  ami  that 
all  the  papers  on  file  in  the  Post  Office  Department  relating  to 
said  claim  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

STOCKBRIDQE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  W.  A.  HARRIS  said  he  would  ask  the  fa- 
vor of  tbe  House  to  take  up  a  MU  reported  6y  him 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Stockbrid^e  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  Ter« 
ritory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  objected  to  its  farther  considera- 
tion. 
After  some  conversation, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  he  would  withdraw  the 
objection. 

Mr.  HARRIS  explained  the  design  of  the  bill. 
It  was  precisely  analagons  to  a  bill  which  bad 
been  hitherto  passed  in  relation  to  another  tribe, 
and  which  had  been  foand  most  salutary  in  its 
operation.  This  tribe  of  Indians  was  not  only 
civilized,  but  in  a  great  measure  chrisiianized;  and 
their  ardent  desire  was  to  be  made  citizens  of  tbe 
republic.  There  was,  moreover,  nothing  of  a  specu- 
lating character  about  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  still  persisting  in  his  objection,  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  that  this  bill  proposed 
•peeiaJ^  to  naturalize  the  Siockbridge  tribe  of  In- 
dians. Now,  be  would  femind  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Harris]  that  the  Constiiuton  of 
the  Unitf  d  Slates  only  gave  Congre  s  ihe  power  to 
pass  uai/orm  laws  of  naturalization.  (Many  voices: 
"That  refers  to  foreigners. »»)  Then,  why  pass  the 
bill  at  all?  Is  not  the  Indian  a  native  American? 
[Laughter.]  He  wants  no  act  of  naturalization. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  HARRIS  said  he  thooght  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Roosevelt]  had  conceived, 
and  given  to  the  House  the  worst  kind  of  a  Vir- 
ginia  abstraction  be  had  ever  heard.    [Laughter  ] 

Tae  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  carried;  and,  by  general  con- 
sent, it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

JEU  D'ESPRIT. 

Mr.  SNYDER  submitted  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution,  the  reading  of  which  was  re- 
ceived with  much  manifestation  of  merriment: 

Wliereas  Nature,  in  tbe  plenitude  of  lier  wisdom,  and  bounti- 
ful bequest  to  the  people  of  these  United  States,  haa  decreed,  by 
ita  stupendous  grandeur  and  beneficial  reaults,  aomo  of  her 
great  workaahould  remain  unaltered,  as  emblems  of  her  wis- 
dom and  design.  In  ber  beneficence,  she  has  interspertied  ercrt 
section  of  our  land  with  great  navigable  riven,  lakes,  and 
tributary  streams,  purposely  for  the  enjoyment  and 
comfort  of  roan:  instance  the  matchless  valley  of  the  great 
Mississippi.  Would  it  not  be  valueless,  and  perfect  waste, 
Without  that  nobis  river  of  its  name?— the  Western  States  use- 
less for  agricultural  purposes,  without  their  navigable  lakea? 
And  what  would  PeAnsylvania  be,  without  her  foaming  tltusque- 
hannal  Her  iron,  coal,  limber,  and  salt,  would  be  a  dead  waste 
en  her  borders;  her  fertile  soil,  uncultivated,  would  now  be  used, 
as  of  yore  by  the  aborigines— for  a  hunting-ground.  May  the 
opinion  be  here  hazarded,  that  all  these  large  rivers  and  lakes 
are  the  common  property  of  tiie  Government,  free  for  all  citi- 
zens to  navigate,  trade  upon,  or  travel,  as  a  common  higliway; 
and  that  no  titate,  for  State  or  company  purposes,  haa  the  right 
to  obstruct  the  free  passage  thereof  7— even  ilie  occupant  of  its 
banks  having  no  more  right  to  the  exclusive  navigation  or  tbe 
use  of  the  water,  than  the  Lonisfanian,  one  ijiousand 
miles  ofi;  hut  must  remain  as  nature's  grand  highway,  and 
the  General  Government  is  bound  to  maintain  it  as  such. 
Pennsylvania  lived  prosperously,  enjoyed  all  the  blessings  of 
a  kind  Providence,  uotil  about  eighteen  years  since,  when  the 
internal  impiovement  of  tbe  State  was  commenced.  Since 
then,  by  act  of  Assembly,  eight  or  ten  dams  have  been  author- 
ized to  be  constructed  acrrss  that  great  highway  of  nature, 
the  Susquehanna  river,  which  has  destroyed  the  ascending 
navigation  for  boats,  and  totally  prevents  the  aj>censiun  of 
shad.  Shad  were  caught  in  tfie.  northward  country,  and  sold 
for  from  six  to  ten  dollars  a  liundfed:  now,  not  one  is  to  be 
seen.  The  loss  of  all  kinds  of  fisii  is  consequent  upion' 
those  dams— a  very  serious  injury  to  the  people  of  that  river, 
which  is  three  hundred  miles  long.  The  shad  are  a  loss  to  the  com- 
munity at  large,  as  countless  millioas  heretofore  were  hatched 
in  its  fresh-water  streams.  The  health  of  the  country  is  injured, 
the  right  of  property  taken  from  the  citizen  without  hiscousent, 
for  internal  improvement  purposes;  and  Nature's  public  high- 
way to  market  (Philadelphia)  by  keel -bottom  boats  in  the  head 
of  the  river,  is  now  destroyed,  by  reason  of  dams;  and  tho  im- 
mense trade  of  the  Valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  a  portion 
from  tbe  State  of  New  York,  is  forced  into  State  and  company 
caaals.    Therefore, 

Reaolvtd^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  constitutional  right  of  Pennsylvania  to  author- 
ize the  building  of  dams  across  the  Susquehanna,  to  the  injury 
of  the  natural  righbi  of  the  great  body  politic,  and  report  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  tbe  reception  oi''ihe 
resolntionv 


A  suspension  of  the  rules  was  moved}  bat  tha 
House  refqned  to  suspend. 

BREAKWATER  AT  BLOCK  ISLAND. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST  offered  the  following  ras* 
olution,  which  was  adopted: 

Reaohedt  Tbat  tbe  Ck>mmittee  on  G^mmeroe  inquire  Into 
the  expediency  or'pff#rtding  a  shelter  for  veasels  at  Block  Is- 
land, either  by  eonatructlt^,  %  breakwater  or  opening  a  harbtMV 
and  aiao  as  (o  the  be^iheaxui  of  affbctinc  the  objaci  alorasaid. 

'  On  motion  olf  Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  eoB- 
sideration  of  bill  No.  313,  and  the  same  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  that,  on  Wednesday  next,  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  claims  relating  to 
French  spo)iaUonaf>rior  to  1800. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  reported  Ihe 
general  appropriation  bill  as  correctly  enrolled, 
and  the  Speaker  signed  the  same.  Immediately 
after  which, 

^e  House  adjourned. 

Mr.  McKEON  presented  the  petition  of  the  in« 
snrance  companies  in  the  city  of  New  York,  pray-* 
ing  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CROSS,  under  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  House,  referred  to  tbe  appropriate  committees 
the  following  eases,  to  wit:  The  petition  of  R.'  E. 
Hyde  for  a  pension;  the  petition  of  ihe  widow  and 
heirs  of  Edward  Duval),  and  the  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin Murphy,  praying  indemnities  for  losaea 
sustained  in  consequence  of  Indian  depredationst 

IN  SENATE. 
T0a«DAT,  December  37, 1843. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  from  Ralph 
y.  M.  Cross,  and  344  others,  citizens  of  the  town 
of  St.  Charles  and  i's  vicinity;  a  petition  from 
citiasens  of  Qrand  Detour  and  its  vicinity; 
and  a  petition  from  Levi  Ballou  and  55  otberS| , 
citizens  of  Babeock's  Grove,  Dupage  county,  Il- 
linois, praying  the  establishment  of  a  tri- weekly 
four-horse  post-eoach  mail-route  from  Chicago,  by 
the  Steam  M fll  settlement  on  the  Des  Plains  river, 
Babcock*d  Grove,  in  Dupsge  county,  St.  Chailes, 
in  Kane  county,  Sycamore,  in  De  Kalb  county, 
Broaddy  \s  Grove,  and  Jefferson  Grove,  to  Grand  be* 
tour,  in  said  State;  which,  with  the  accompanying 
diasram,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  presented  a  letter  aud  memorial  from ' 
Uriah  Brown,  of  Schuyler  coumy,  Illinois,  praying 
an  investigation  by  Congress  of  hi«  right  to  the 
di'covery  of  the  plan  by  which  »-hips  of  war  may 
be  blown  up«  by  means  of  a  current  of  galvanic 
electrici'y,  lo  be  discharged  through  submerged 
magazinr*!<  of  gunpowder;  which,  on  his  motion, 
was  tefeired  to  ihe  Committee  oa  Naval  Affaii's, 

Mr.  YOUNG,  agreeably  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  bills^  of  the 
following  titles,  to  wit: 

A  bill  granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  to  aid  in  the  c9mpletion  of 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal; 

A  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  ihe  con- 
tinuation of  the  work  on  the  Cumberland  road  in 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois; 

A  bill  appropriating  tbe  renis  of  the  United 
Slates  lead  mines  in  the  State  of  lilinoiF,  and  Ter- 
ritories of  Wiskoui^in  and  Iowa,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  at  the  Rock  river  and  Des 
Moines  rapids,  in  the  Mississippi  river; 
which  were  severally  r^ad  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  en  Roads  and  Canals. 

And  a  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for 
tbe  continuation  of  the  public  worke,  and  rebuild- 
ing the  light-hoBse,  at  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Y.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to* 
morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  confirm 
the  sales  of  the  school  lands  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  Ed« 
ward  Worrell,  M.  D ,  aUeging  that  he  was  unjustly 
selected  as  one  of  tkoae  who  were  to  be  diBbanded 
from  tbe  service  of  the  United  States,  under  tf 
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Jatehrw^ftrr  >>re  distmndment  of  B'^pDrVlon  of  the 
xtmyi  ai»^  asking  an  invesiigauoii  into  (he  matter: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mfliti^ry  Atfairs. 

Mir.  BpCBAr^ANpresenied  a|m(&morial  from 
a  Dumb«r  of  cit  zeos  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  that 
the. fine  imposed  on  General  Jaciisoni  by  Jadge 
^^)^  vfl(ighi  be  refoodcd.  The  memorialists  urge 
that'Ooagieas  ought,  naanimouaiy^  as  if  by  ascia* 
mation,  and  without  unnecessary  delay,  to  rmtore 
to  that  great  man,  before  be  takes  bis  departure 
frtfttt  this  to  a  beifer  world,  the  fine  so  unjustly 
imposed  on  him  :  referrud  to  tiie  Judieiary  Com- 
mittee. 

Ats:o^  presented  a  memorial  from  a  number 
of  citizens  of  Peousylyania,  coniptaining  that  the 
greattet  Nvant  of  the  country  was  the  want  of  a 
proper  currency,  and  proposing  to  (he  Goyemmcnt 
of  th9  United  States  to  issue  slock  or  certificates 
a(  loan  io  ibe  States  to  the  amount  of  2,000,000,000 
o(  dollars,  fdunded  upon  the  public  domain,  as  af- 
fording a  proper  basis  for  a  sound  currency:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

.Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  a  number  of 
cil'zens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
alleging  that  they  were  from  the  first  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  bankrupt  law,  because  it  interfered 
wiih  pre-existing  contracts;  but  that  now,  beliey- 
iof  that  the  mischiefs  of  the  law  were  at  an  end, 
and  that  the  law  would  be  very  useful  in  its  pros- 
pective operations,  pray  that  it  may  be  continued] 
fief^red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TALLMADQB  praseuted  six  memorials, 
iMiimerottsty  signed,  from  the  city  of  New  York; 
also,  ftom  Syracuse,  Rochester,  and  Penn  Yan,- 
in  the  State  of  New  Yoj:k;  and  one  from  Philadel- 
phia; all  remonstrsiiug  against  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  Mr.  T.  said  be  had  no  doubt,  if 
tima  were  given,  that  memorials  of  a  stmllvr  char- 
acter would  be  poujced  in  upon  the  Senate  from  all 
parts  of  (be  Union.  He  had  received  letters  from 
many  of  the  States,  giving  the  decided  opinion  that 
9^  great  portion  of  the  commoaity  everywhere  were 
in  favor  of  the  law,  and  eipre«ting  the  earnest 
hope  that  it  would  not  be  repealed.  These  writers 
anxiously  inquire  as  to  the  prospect  of  a  repeal, 
BfiA  the  terms  of  that  repeal,  if  such  a  bill  should 
s^Mteed. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  these  letters  were  so  numerouj*, 
it  wtos  impossible  for  him  to  answer  them  Individ- 
iialiy,  even  if  he  possessed  the  information  they 
desired.  He  would,  (herefore,  take  this  occasion  to 
say  that  be  indulged  a  hope  thai,  on  mature  reflec- 
tion, a  majorKy  in  Congress  would  be  willing  to 
IR'^scrve  the  law,  with  such  modificatiohs  and 
amendments  as  should  be  deemed  necesf^ary  to  re- 
move Imy  objectionable  features  in  it.  Mr.  T.  said 
ho  considered  it  a  duty  enjoined  on  Congress  by 
the  Constitution,  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy ;  and  that  to  repeal  this  law  without  an 
effort  to  amend  ir,  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty 
which  he  would  not  aniicipate.  He  would  not  as- 
sume that  a  power  yielded  by  the  S(ates  to  Con- 
gre»7,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  uni/ormi^^,  was  not 
to  t>e  exercised  by  Congress,  because  it  wmtld  not ; 
Dor  by  the  Qtates,  because  they  eeuld  not  exercise 
it.  The  principal  objections  which  were  originally 
urged  against  the  bill  are  now  obviated.  One  was 
its  operation  on  past  contracts :  that  is  now  re- 
moved; another  waf,  that  (here  was  not  suf* 
cient  judicial  force  to  execute  the  law.  Ex- 
perience hav  shown-  there  is  no  difilculty  on 
ih^t  score.  But  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  intend, 
on  this  occasion,  to  go  into  an  argument  on  the 
.subject.  If,  however,  he  should  be  disappoint- 
ed  In  bis  views  of  the  action  of  Congress,  and 
the  law  should  be  repealed,  he  could  not  persuade 
Himyelf  that  a  single  member  of  (his  Senate  would 
be  willing  to  out  off  any  applications  pending  at 
ihe  lime  of  the  repeal.  He  hoped  the  repeal — if  it 
?3bould  take  place — would  be  prospective;  and  ti»at 
a  period  tome  time  hence  would  be  fixed  upon  for 
It  lo  take  effect.  If  there  be  any  distinction  be- 
tween those  who  have  been  already  di>char^ed, 
and  those  whose  applications  are  now  pending,  it 
i^  in  favor ^rf  the  laiier.  They  have  strur^led 
Klf>t>K,  aixl  omitted  to  apply,  in  the  hope  that  they 
wouM  tc  saved  the  necessity;  and  now,  to  cut  them 
"'4',  af^er  others  have  been  dtMharged,  wonld  be 


cruel  in  the  extreme.    Be  hoped  and  believed  no 
such  injustice  would  be  done. 

The  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  BBNTON  presented  a  memorial  from  Phil- 
adelphia, on  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law.  The 
letter  accompanying  it  says  that  the  memorial  was 
signed  by  forty  firms  of  that  city — the  names  of 
twenty  of  whom  he  knew  himself.  Mr.  B  said 
this  petition  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
but  wished  Congress  to  amend,  and  make  it  a 
bankrupt  system.  One  of  (be  poin(s  of  objection 
to  the  law  was,  that  it  was  unjust  and  unconstitu- 
tional, becaui'e  it  absolved  the  debtor  from  all  bis 
obligations  entered  into  long  before  the  enactment 
of  the  law  was  even  con'em plated.  The  letter 
states  that  two-thirds  of  the  merchants  and  nine* 
teen-iwentieths  of  the  people  telieve  that  the  banks 
which  issue  bills  should  be  included  within  the 
provisions  of  the  law:  referred  to  (he  ^Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
city  of  New  Yoik,  asking  that  t^e. bankrupt  law 
may  not  be  repealed,  but  assigning  reasons  why  it 
should  be  continued,  with  certain  modifications 
therein  set  forth:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  took  occasion  to  sa^,  that  so 
far  aa  his  information  extended,  (here  was  a 
mnre  s(rong  and  decided  expression  of  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of  (he  law, 
under  certain  modifications,  :han  there  was  for 
its  repeal.  Something  more  than  50,000  persons 
bad  petitioned  upon  the  subject  of  the  law  at  the 
last  session;  of  whom,  less  than  3,000  were  in  fa- 
vor of  1(8  unconditional  repeal;  40.000  asked  for 
iJa  continuance;  and  the  residue  of  the  50.000 
asked  for  its  suspension,  modification,  and  repeal. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  pr^ented  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Illinois,  asking  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Oregon  Territory,  and  that  actual  grants  of  land 
be  made  to  settlers  as  an  inducement  to  settlement: 
laid  on  the  table,  to  accompany  (he  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  It  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  and  papers  of  Rofus  and  Charles 
Lane,  asking  for  fishing  bounty,  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Reuben  E  Qeatry,  WillUm  Monroe,  and 
others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KINQ,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Fisher,  asking  for 
the  confirmation  of  a  certain  land  claim,  found- 
ed on  a  Spanish  grant,  be  taken  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Thompson  be  taken  from  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  (be  Committee 
on  Naval  AflTairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEYIER,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  and  documents  relaiing  to  the  claim  of  ^ 
P.  A.  Kerr,  for  compensation  andfor  supplies fur- 
ni»=hrd  indigent  Indians,  be  taken  from  (be  files, 
and  referred  to  the  Commidee  on  Indian  Affairs; 
and  also  (hat  the  pe title n  of  Gkorge  Duval,  a 
Cherokee,  for  indemniiy  for  looses  sustained,  be 
taken  from  (he  files,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SEVIER  prcFenteda  memorial  from  Doc(nr 
Gunton,  President  of  the  Bank  of  Wa8hing(rn, 
a&king  that  Congress  would  paes  a  law  extending 
the  carter  of  that  instituiion:  referred  to  the  Com- 
miitee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  drcument 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofilce, 
on  the  subject  of  surveys  of  lands;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
large  number  of  citizens  of  Southwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania, asking  for  the  repeal  uf  the  bankrupt  law. 
Mr.  S.  said  the  law  was  peculiarly  unpopular  in 
(bis  section  of  the  country,  which  might  be  judged 
of  from  the  reading  of  an  extract  from  (be  letter 
enclosing  the  petition;  which  said,  that  if  -petitions 
were  circulated  there,  ninety-nine  out  of  every  one 


hurdrcd  would  readily  sign  for  the  repeal;. that 
they  believe  it  was  the  worst  law  ever  passed  by 
Congresi^;  and  (hat  it  had  done  more  to  deraoralitt 
the  country  than  any  act  ever  passed:  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  Brooklyn,  remonstrating  agaimt 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  as  far  at  its  pros' 
pective  operations  are  concerned, -aa^  recommend* 
ing  certain  modifications:  referred  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the 
northern  district  o*"  New  York,  rtmonstrating 
against  (he  i:epeal  of  the  law  in  any  such  terms  as 
would  operate  as  a  suspension  of  it  before  the  pes« 
sage  of  the  repealing  act.  The  memorialists  give 
as  a  reason,  that,  by  (he  rules  of  the  court  thereon, 
(many,  if  not  ail,  of  the  district  courts)  all  the  appli- 
cants under  the  law  are  compelled  to  pay  fees  in 
advance ;  and,  in  a  majority  of  the  instances,  such 
fees  are  obtained  only  by  the  greatest  sacrifice  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioners}  and  that,  therefore,  it 
would  be  manifestly  unjubt  to  destroy  these  peti- 
tions, filed  pursuant  to  the  law,  and  in  aH  respects 
in  conformity  (hereto:  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Oneida  county. 
New  Yorkj  asking  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law;  and  a  petition  from  a  number 
of  citiz-.ns  of  New  York,  purporting  to  be  mer- 
chants, for  a  full  and  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  which  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  against  the  repeal^  but  in 
favor  of  a  modification  of  the  bankrupt  law:  re- 
ferredto  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

'  Mr.  8PRAGUB  preaented  a  memorial  frdb 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  signed  by  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  CommtUee. 
Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from 
John  Kurtz,  praying  for  an  extension  of  the 
charter  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank  of 
Georgetown:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
certain  messengers  and  laborers  in  (he  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  Post  Oflice  Departmen(,  praying  for 
an  increase  of  their  compensation:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BENTON  prerented  a  petition,  signed  by 
Thomas  White,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  others, 
of  Dorchester  county,  Maryland,  praying  for  a 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act:  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Commitee. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AflTairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Murphy,  of  Arkansas ;  which  was  read,  and  o^ 
dered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain ofl&cers  who  werved  in  the  surveying  and  ex- 
ploring expedition,  representing  that  ihey  bad  re- 
ceived a  certain  amount  of  pay  under  tbe^amhority 
of  an  express  order  in  writicg  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, and  that  the  accounting  cfiScer  of  the 
Government,  in  the  adjustment  of  thei^  aceoonis, 
had  refused  (o  allow  the  amount  thus  paid  them,  and 
that  their  ordinary  pay  is  now  wiihheki  nniil  an 
adjustment  of  their  accounts.  They  pray  CongrcBs 
to  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts  on  the  basis  of  the  agreement  of  ihe  8ec« 
reiary  of  the  Navy  when  they  entered  the  service! 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nav&l  Aff*air8« 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  William 
Smith,  of  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  praying 
indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800.  Mr.  B.  said,  to  show  the  in- 
justice and  inhumanity  of  Withholding  the  indem- 
nity, it  was  only  necessary  to  have  tbe  menaorial 
read,  (which  was  done,)ahowing  Ihat  the  petiiicNier 
is  now  an  inmate  of  the  poor-honse:  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  en- 
titled *'An  ac(  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
reorganize  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United 
Slates,*  passed  the  30ih  Aoguet,  18411;**  and 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  eBtabltshmeot  of  schoels 
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Wfaiefa  were  read  tviee,  and  referred  to  the 
Gonunittee  on  Naval  AffaisB. 

On  moti<m  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  fi)p8  of  the  Senate 
ihe  petition  and  docamenls  of  WillitDi  Mer^diib, 
th«  heir  of  William  Meredith^  for  cttmpf oration 
for  revolutionary  services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MER|IICK,  leave  was  i^ranied 
to  withdraw  from  the  filev  of  the  Senate  the  petiiion 
of  John  Bnrke. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodtciarf ,  reported  back,  wilfaoBt  amendmeat,  the 
biil  for  the  relief  of  petsona  residing  wiihin  the  re- 
puted limiia  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  aod  L  uisia- 
aa,  and  beyond  the  boundary  lice  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Repoblic  of  Texas,  establish- 
ed by  the  commissionere  appointed  to  ascertain  the 
same. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  resolntioa,  which 
was  read  as  follows: 

Retolvedj  That  thfl  Commiiiee  on  Commerce  Inquire  into 
tlie  ■tateofoar  lonnafa,  fr»ighi%  aod  commerce  witli  foreign 
powers;  ami  report  whether  it  to  properoue  under  the  ezleUng 
anungemeoia,  bj  tieaiiee  or  lawe  in  relation  thereto;  and,  aiau, 
whether  the  regulations  by  other  GoTornments  are  equally  In 
cooformttytolhe  spirit  of  tneaeamagemeiKs;  and  if  either  be 
not  80,  what  meamures  are  proper  to  insure  greater  prosperity 
and  reciprocity. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  a  very  important  inqoiry 
which  concerned  the  whole  coontry,  buLespccially 
the  Northern  poKion  of  the  country;  and,  there- 
fore»  he  hoped  it  wonid  be  passed  at  once.  The 
qnestion  was  pnt,  and  the  resolntion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  submitted  (he  following 
resolntion,  which  lies  one  day,  under  the  rale,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  be  directed 
to  fornli^  the  Senate  wlih  the  following  information: 

t.  The  amount  of  revenue  received  from  cuetotois  during  the 
thinl  quarter  of  the  year  1842,  oa  Imporls  made  in  that  quar* 
ter. 

2.  As  soon  as  the  returns  are  obtained,  the  amount  receiTed 
in  the  4ili  qoarter  of  the  same  year,  from  the  imports  made  in 
that  quaner,  and  the  aggregate  of  those  imports. 

3.  The  sggregate  oiappropriations  outstanding  and  unex- 
pended at  the  cloee  nf  the  years,  respectively,  of  1840,  1841,  and, 
when  this  year  expires,  at  the  end  of  1612;  and 

4.  The  quantity  of  land  which  was  adrcrtlsed  for  public 
■ale  from  4th  Ifarch,  1841,  to  the  clom  of  one  year  from  that 
dale;  aod  the  quantity  advertleed  during  the  year  preyioos  to 
thai  date. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jo- 
dilciary,  reported  back,  with  amendments,  (which 
treve  ordered  io  l>e  printed,)  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Henry  Gardner  and  others,  directors  of  an  in- 
stinttion  called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company. 

A  motion  was  here  made  by  Mr.  HUNTINQ- 
TON,  to  take  op  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wriort,  to  re- 
fer to  the  Committee  on  Finance  the  memorial  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce  of  New  Tork  on  the 
anbject  of  the  warehousing  system. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained  that  he  preferred  that 
the  stfbject  be  passed  over  nntil  to-morrow  morn- 
iof ,  before  which  time  Senators  will  ha?e  read 
the  memorial,  (now  printed,)  and  be  prepared  to 
▼ote  understand ingly  as  to  which  committee  it 
shoold  be  referred— the  Committee  on  Finance,  as 
proposed  by  him;  or  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
HtrNTrnoToii  ] 

The  qne iftion  was  put,  and  the  Senate  refused  to 
take  vp  the  motion • 

THE  AFRICAN  SaUADRON. 

The  following  resolntion,  submitted  by  Mr.  Ben- 
TON  some  days  ago,  was  taken  np  for  considera- 
tion: 

HmohMd,  That  tba  President  be  requested  to  iaform  the  fBen- 
ati^  (K  compatible  with  the  public  Interest.)  whether  the  quin* 
tuple  treaty,  for  the  suppreseion  of  the  slave-trade,  has 
been  communlcsitsd  to  the  Government  ot  the  United  States 
in  any  form  whatever;  and,  if  so,  by  whom;  (or  what  pur- 
pose; and  what  answer  may  have  been  returned  to  such 
communication.  Abo,  to  communicate  to  rhe  Benaie  all  the 
inioaamtion  which  nray  have  been  received  by  the  Govem- 
jnent  of  tl.^a  United  Siataa,  going  to  show  that  ilie  ''course  tohiek 
this  Government  might  take  tn  relation  to  eaid  treaty  ha* 
^Scited  no  email  degree  efa-.tention  and  diecueeion  in  Bu- 
mpe."  Also,  to  mlbrm  theiienate  how  far  the  **warm  aniroad- 
versioiia,"  and  ^'tbe  great  political  excitement"  which  tl.is  trea- 
ty has  caused  in  Europe,  nave  any  application  or  reference  (o 
aia  12dked  Biales.  Also,  to  inform  the  Senate  what  danger 
aterawas  that  "fAciait*  arnd  the  obUraHone'*  of  the  United 
Btaies  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  would 
Ve^xecutedby  other**'  If  we*  did  not  *^emote  the  pretest 
0M4  motive  fwr  vioUiHng  our  JUi^  and  execuHng  ear  fatos," 
|»7  e  itoring  into  the  stipQlataons  (or  the  African  squadron,  and 


ihe  rt-nnnRtraiiugerobaoeles  which  are  contained  in  the  8th  aad 
Oh  juiirlfRofihe  tale  British  treaty.  AI0O,  that  the  President 
be  rri;ito!eted  lo  communicate  to  the  0enato  all  the  correspond- 
ttiice  with  our  ministers  abroad,  relating  to  ibo  foregving 
points  orinquiry.  Also,  that  the  President  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  all  such  information  upon  the 
negoiUtion  of  the  African  squadron  articles  aa  wUl  show  the 
origin  of  said  articles,  aod  the  history  aod  progress  of  their 
formation. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  when  this  sabject  was  last 
under  consideration,  be  bad  expressed  .bis  willing- 
ness that  the  resolation  sbonld  be  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  wiih  the  exception  of  a  certain  portion  to- 
wards the  conclas^ion.  He  had  tbocght  then,  and 
siill  continued  to  think,  that  that  portion  of  the 
resolution  to  which  he  referred  ought  to  be  stricken 
out — he  meant  that  portion  which  called  upon  the 
President  for  the  grounds  of  the  opinion  he  had 
expressed  in  the  message  which  be  had  communi- 
cated to  this  body  in  August  last.  In  consequence, 
however,  of  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  hon- 
orable ^naior  from  Missouri  on  Thursday,  he 
(Mr.  AftCHER)  was  now  disposed  to  allow  the  reso* 
lotion  to  pass,  without  the  alteration  which  be  had 
proposed.  Not  that  he  had  changed  his  opinion  in 
retatk>n  to  its  propriety ;  for  be  was  still  of  opin* 
ion  that  the  Senate  ought  not,  on  its  own  account, 
to  send  su^h  a  message  to  the  head  of  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Qoyerament ;  bni,  inasmaeh  as  be  per- 
ceived Ibat  a  fefneal  lo  send  the  resolntion  with 
that  part  stricken  ont  would  be  attended  with  cir- 
cumstances highly  unfavorable  to  the  Government, 
he  was  disposed  .to  permit  it  to  go  without  any 
amendment  whatever. 

He  bad  been  asked  why  he  had  desired  any 
change  in  the  first  instance.  He  wonld  answer, 
that,  as  the  Go?  em  men  t  had  no  organ  in  that  body 
by  whom  its  views  could  be  made  known,  be  had 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  act  as  such  organ. 

Alibough  he  still  thought  it  very  desirable  that 
the  resolution  should  be  modified  in  the  manner  he 
had  suggested,  yet  there  was  a  sort  of  debt  of  jus- 
tice doe  to  the  Executive;  and  the  latter,  he 
thought,  was  the  more  imperious  of  the  two  con- 
siderations. He  would,  therefore,  be  governed  by 
it.  He  would  waive  his  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  acquiesce  in  its  adoption. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

BOARD  OF  EXCHEaUER. 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  acts  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department  came  up  as  the  special  order 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  (on  whose  motion  this  bill 
had  been  made  the  order  for  to-day)  said,  m  the 
request  of  several  Senators  be  had  been  indoced  to 
move  a  further  postponement  of  it.  He  moved  to 
postpone  it  till  Tuesday  next,  as  the  special  order 
for  that  day;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

The  bill  introdueed  by  Mr.  Limr  some  tim» 
since,  to  indemnify  General  Jackson  for  tbe  fine 
imposed  upon  him  by  Judge  Hall,  at  New  Orleans, 
while  in  the  discharge  of  bis  ofiScial  duty,  came 
op  on  its  postponement  from  Thursday  last. 

Mr.  LINN  hoped  the  bill  wonld  now  be  ordered 
10  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  by  acclamation, 
as  had  been  urged  in  a  memorial  presented  this 
day  from  Pennsylvania  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania {Mr.  BOCHAIIAN.] 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  understood  the  question  of 
referenoe  was  yet  pending. 

Some  donbt  being  expressed  as  to  the  question 
now  peading,  a  few  eonver'ational  remarks  were 
made  by  several  Senators,  in  explanation,  showing 
that  (he  motion  to  postpone,  on  Thursday,  super- 
seded the  motion  to  refer. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  to  poetpone 
had  superseded  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  renewed  his  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  oa  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LINN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayi;  which 
were  ordered. 

Tbe  question  of  refereiice  to  ihe  Committee  rn 

the  Judiciary  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  naf  s, 

and  rrsolted  in  tbe  effirmaiive— -yeas  93,  nays  19, 

as  follows; 

YBAS^MSssn.  Archer,  Barrow,  Rates,   Bayard,  Clayloo, 
(Jonrad,  Grafts,  Crittenden,  Bvaoa  Graham,  Henderaoo,  Jlan> 

(Ingion,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morebead,  Phelpe.  Porter,  Bimmona, 
??mlth  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Talhnadge,  White,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 23. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,   Benton,  Berrien,   Buchanan,  FiU- 
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ton,  Kipg,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Manffum,  Verier,  Smith  .pf 
Coonecticut,  Biurseon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  WUliain«i, 
Woodtrtiry,  WriglK,:  aSd  Y«iiis-19. 

eORFB  OP  REPORTERS. 

The  resblution  for  the  appointment  of  a  crps  cf 
reporters  came  up  in  order;  fmd  was,  on  motion  o(' 
Mr.  BAVAltD,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  Uve  Senate  pro- 
cc^^d  10  (he  consideration  ef  . executive  busmeti; 
and,  aHer  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned. 

.  HOUSE  OP  REPRESfiNTATIYl^S. 
TuasBAT,  Peoan^r  527, 1842. 

Mr.  ALFRED  MARSHALL  prn«ffted  «bc  pe- 
tition 4if  John  '  PnttetMn  tiid  eighteen  others,  ihip. 
.iBattcrvuid  mcrchmts'of  Morthpori,>Mi1w,«»ff< 
ing  the  erection  of  sneh  (liioojrs,  beioons;  and  inpiln- 
dles'on  IheMuidea  iHdgea  inrBenobGOoibay  Afl4rill 
nnder  tbe  naMffation>more  anfe. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petitions  ^  Jacob 
LongfelhMr  :and  l«n  other *8hip^asler$  and  mer- 
ebants  of  Machina,  Mntne;  John  A.  (Simpaon  and 
ten  other  ship-masters  and  merchants  of  Ea«t  Ua- 
chins,  Maine;  and  Jothnm  Lippincotr  and  ihiriy- 
two  other 8hip*maiters»and  merehnnis  of  Golombia 
and  Addison,  Maine,-«all  praying  for  ^n  appro- 
priation to  improTc  the  narfgaiion  of  Penobscot 
bay. 

Also,  letters  from  Gkorge  Tbacher,  (sq.,  collect- 
or of  tbe  port  of  Belfast;  John  Whitcomb,  cnp- 
initt  of  4he  Dnited  States  revenne^ratter  Alert;  v«Qd 
Oreen  Walden,  captain  of  the  United  States  re?e- 
nue»eutter  Morris,— in  support  of  tbe  same  object; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Oam- 
meroe. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  presented  tbe 
petition  of  T.  W.  Haley,  H.  W.  StegaU,  and  83 
others,  pray  in  gf  the  establishment  of  a  mail  rovte 
from  Bfectra,  in  Monroe  connty,  MisstsMppi,  to 
Van  Boten,  in  said  State:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  tlie  Poiwt  Office  aad  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  STEENROD  presented  a  petition  of  cit- 
izens ef  Mamhall  county,  Virginia,  for  tbe  repeal 
of  tbe  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  J.  R.  IMQERSOLL  desired  to  present  a  me^ 
morial  of  inhabitants  of  the  city  md  conaty  of 
Philadelpbin  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law,  but  sufci^esiing  various  modificatione. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  pbjeated ;  and  be  said 
he  should  object  to  all  business  that  was  not  strictly 
in  order. 

The  memorial  accordingly  was  not  rMeivtd. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  recoftsideraiioii  of 
the  vote  by  wluch  a  bill  was  passed  on*  Friday  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  RenanlU  Ho  ex- 
plained that  his  object  waa  to  cause  tbe  insertion  ef 
a  proviso,  to  sustain  the  purchasers  of  eertainlnnd^. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  YOUNG  vnd^Mr. 
CAVE  JOHNSON,  ihe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PB8SBNDBN  a»ked  permission  to  move 
tbat  a  certain  bill  be  taken  from  the  Committee  ^f 
the  Whole.  It  was  a  local  bill,  on  which  the  dele- 
gation from  Maine  was  agreed,  wiih  one  exception. 

Objection  was  made,  aad  tbe  gentleman  was, 
therefore,  cut  sh«rt  in  his  explanation. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  gave  notice  of  a  bilr  to 
prohibit  the  allowance  of  extra  compensation  to 
the  officers  of  the  Government. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  reports 
from  standing  cbmmittees  were  in  order. 

Mr.  QIDOIMGS,  from  the  Gommiiree  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  upon  a  petition  of  Asahel 
Lee,  Samuel  Lee,  and  Henry  Lee,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  COWBN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported tbe  following  bills;  which  were  read  twice, 
and  committed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cove. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Treck. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Chandler. 

He  also  made  an  adverse  teport  on  Ihe  petition 
of  John  S.  Parkinson. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  fame  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  ThomsA  D.  Qibson; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  thf, 
heirs  or  assignees  of  the  heirs  cf  Isaic  Todd  anc| 
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James  McGill;  which  wai  read  twice,  aod  com- 
Vmitted. 

*     Mr.  GENTRY,  pursnant  to  noliee  heretofore 
giTen,  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
.  benefit  of  Plelding  Pratt;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Howard  Insiitniion  of  the  City  of 
Washington;  which  wan  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LilNN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Ex- 
penditures, reported  a  resolution  to  anthon'ze  that 
committee  to  employ  a  clerb,  and  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  ptpers. 

Mr.  BOWNB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion;  and,  being  ordered^  they  resulted  as 
follows:  yeas  87,  nays  99. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  obUined  permission  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  allow  drawbacks  on  foreign 
merchandise  exported  in  original  packages  to 
Chihuahua  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico;  which  was 
read  twice»  and  commiited  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  present  to  the  House  a  xr so- 
lution of  ihe  Legislature  of  Virginia,  insiructing 
the  Senators  ot  that  State,  and  requevting  its  Rep- 
resentatives, to  use  their  best  efforts  to  cause  the 
immediate  psssage  of  the  bill  refunding  the  fine  im- 
posed on  Gkneral  Jackson,  by  Judge  Hall  of 
New  Orleans,  in  1816. 

As  this  was  the  resolution  of  a  State— a  State 
which  he  in  part  represented — he  took  ihe  earliest 
opportunity  to  present  it;  and,  in  doing  so,  be 
begged  to  say  for  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  end 
for  himself,  that  no  pariiban  feeling  entered  into 
the  spirit  of  that  resolution.  It  was  offered  in  the 
spirit  of  patriotism— pure  patriotism.  It  was  be- 
lieved by  Ihe  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  the  Re p- 
resentatiTcs  of  the  people  of  that  State,  that  the  act 
employed  by  General  Jackson  to  defend  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  was  one  ot  imperious  necessity— a 
necessity  imposed  upon  him  by  the  **booty  and 
beauty**  of  that  city,  which  were  threatened  by  an 
inradiDg  army,  end  no  less  by  domestic  traitors 

Mr.  MORGAN  interposed,  aod  inqoirftd  whether 
the  aentlem^n  from  Virginia  was  in  ord«r? 
Mr.  WISE  said  he    wished   to  exculpate  his 

Sute 

Mr.  MORGAN  objected  to  the  gentleman  de- 
bating the  question. 

Mr.  WISE.    I  merely  wish  to  state 

Mr.  MORGAN.    Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  in  order? 
The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia could  not  enter  into  debate  on  the  subject. 

Blr.  WISE.  I  do  not  propose  to  debate  it;  but, 
as  it  was  received  by  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House,  I  merely  wish  to  bespeak  from  the  House 
Ibat  respect  which  I  believe  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  a  Slate. 

Mr.  HOWARD  and  others  called  (he  gentleman 
to  order. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole—— 

Mr.  HOWARD.  The  gentleman  hasno  right  to 
speak  upon  it  at  all. 

Mr.  WISE.    I  am  msking  a  motion  now.    I 
.  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee   rf  the 
Whole  on  the  sute  of  the  Union,  where  a  bill,  I 
believe,  already  lies,  which  was  reported  at  thv 
last  session,  on  this  subject. 
Mr.TORNEY.    And  that  it  be  printed. 
Mr.  WISE     Yes,  and  that  it  be  printed. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  GATES   offered    the  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Re*olv«d^  That  thePrMldent  be  requMted  (o  ttuntmltio  ihn 
HooteofRepreMnuUves  the  laws  pamed  by  th«  Governor  and 
I^gjalative  Council  of  the  Territorj  of  Florida,  at  the  last  sea- 
■ion. 

Air.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Rerolutionsry  Pet:sions,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
and  explain  an  act  of  the  4ih  July,  1836,  and  an 
act  of  the  7th  July,  1838,  allowing  pf  nsions  to  cer- 
tain widows.  It  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole. 

Mr.  FORNANCE,  from  the  same  committer, 
reported  a  bill  fcr  ihe  relief  of  Jonathan  Briuon; 
which  was  resd  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported,  a  bilk  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Dunham;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Hilt'reth. 

Mr.  BURNELL  offered  a  resolution,  directing 
the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  to  distribute  amongst  the 
members  of  the  Honse,  for  circolaiion,  certain 
charts  of  George*^  shoals,  now  in  the  Clerk's  office. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMPaELL  of  Sonth  Carolina  gave  n6- 
tice  that  h«  would  on  to-morrow  ai>k  leave  to  inuo- 
dace  a  bill  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  ope- 
ration of  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  *^An 
act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  sixth 
censns.'' 

Mr.  JAMES  IRVIN  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  agreed  to: 

Jiesolvedj  That  the  Secrelair  of  the  Nary  be  directed  to 
communicaie  to  the  House  of  Representativea  the  report  of  the 
engineer  in  chief,  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  reference  to  an 
invention  of  Cad wallader  Evans,  01  Peonsylvania,  for  tlie  pre- 
vention of  explosions  in  steam-boilers. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Octavius 
A.  Holden  and  James  C.  Patton. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

The  SPEAKER  annonnced  the  regular  order  of 
business  to  be  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act. 

The  Clerk  stated  the  qaestion  a<«  it  now  stood. 
The  original  bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Fverxtt, 
as  already  published.  This  Mr.  Barnard  had  moved 
to  amend,  ^o  as  to  repeal  only  so  much  of  the  bank- 
rupt law  as  permits  voluntary  bankruptcy;  provi- 
ding, however,  that  this  act  should  not  affect  any 
case  or  proceeding  in  bankruptcy  already  commen- 
ced, or  which  should  be  commenced  before  the 
4th  day  of  March  next.  Mr.  CusHriio  had  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment,  so  as  to  provide  that  this 
act  should  not  affect  any  case  or  proceedings  in 
bankruptcy  commenced  before  the  pastage  of  this 
ac^  and,  consequently,  not  to  extend  it  to  cases 
commenced  before  the  4th  of  March  next.  Mr. 
Brioos  had  moved  to  commit  the  bill  and  all  its 
amendments  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  that  part  of  the 
existing  law  which  authorizes  the  volontary  appli- 
cation of  debtors,  and  to  include  corporations 
which  issue  paper  to  circulate  as  money,  within  the 
operation  of  the  bankrupt  law.  And  Mr.  Cave 
JorflsoN  had  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Baioot^s  amend- 
ment, by  striking  ont  all  the  instructi  ns,  and  insert- 
ing instructions  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  report, 
at  13  o'clock  to>morrow,  the  following  bill:  *'That 
the  act  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  Aogest,  1841, 
entitled  *An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
^bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States,*  be,  and 
the  tame  hereby  is,  repealed. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL,  who  had  the  floor,  ob- 
served, that  it  was  neither  his  intfuiion  nor  his 
wish  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  argumf  nt  on  this 
bill;  being  satisfied,  from  appearances  when  it  was 
last  before  the  House,  that  it  would  be  brought  to  a 
close  before  the  close  rf  this  day.  The  question 
now,  as  read  by  the  Clerk,  opened  the  whole  sub- 
ject for  consideration.  It  war,  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  commit  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  in- 
structions to  brina  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
act  forthwith.  He  looked  upon  this  bs  the  most 
important  question  that  could  occupy  the  attention 
of  Congress,  and  should  be  acted  on  with  great 
caution  and  deiiberatir^n.  It  would  operate  through- 
out the  United  States,  and  upon  all  classes  of  the 
community,  upon  contracts  of  every  description  in 
which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  enter- 
'ed.  If  ever,  therefore,  a  question  deserved  to  be 
considered  calmly,  deliberately,  and  impartially,  it 
was  this;  and,  indeed,  it  should  be  acted  on  with  as 
much  caution  as  if  it  was  now  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  an  original  bankrupt  law.  Other  classes 
of  the  community,  as  well  as  the  mercantile  classes, 
were  deeply  interested  in  this  question.  Mr.  S., 
after  taking  a  br'ef  view  of  the  history  of  the  pass- 
age of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  of  the  constitutional 
powers  and  cbii^ations  of  Congress  to  pass  it,  en- 
tered into  a  consideration  of  the  reasons  urged  for 


its  repeal.    It  bad    been  said   that  publio  opin- 
ion  demanded    its   repeal;    and    the   gentleman 
who  introduced  the   bill    was   supported  by  the 
resolutions  of  a   sovereign.  State  demanding  it. 
He   denied,    however,  thai  there  was  any  evi- 
'  dence  showing  that  the  people  demanded  the  repeal 
of  this  law.     Where  was  it  shown^    There  had 
been  no  petitions  presented  calling  for  it.    The 
Legislatures  of  the  Slates  (with  but  one  exceptiun) 
had  made  no  move  in  relation  to  it;  and,  if  be 
judged  from  what  he  had  seen  of  the  public  press, 
there  was  no  evidence  there  of  a  desire  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  act.    They  had  every  evidence  ttiat 
public  opinion  was  loudly  in  favor  of  this  law  at 
the  time  of  its  passage.    It  was  called  for  by  nu- 
merous petitions,  coming  from  every  quarter  of  the 
country,  signed  by  men  of  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity.   It  was  advocated  in  the  public  papers, 
and  strongly  recommended  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  Congress  in  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.    Mr.  S.  deprecated  the 
repeal  of  this  law  before  suifieient  time  had  elapsed 
to  give  it  a  fair  trial  and  examination.    He  con- 
tended that  it  was  now  operating  most  favorably, 
and  that  the  principal  cause  for  objection  to  it  had 
nearly  passed  away.    Tnis  war  the  retrospective 
feature'of  the  bill;  but  as  all  (or  nearly  all)  the 
cases  of  that  class  had  been  acted  on,  there  was 
now  no  longer  any  objection  to  the  bill.     In  a 
country  like  ours,  he  held  jhit  some  uniform  laws 
01  the  subject  of  bankruptcy  should  exist.    Such 
laws  were  just  as  necessary  now,  as  when  the  con- 
stitutional provision  authorizing  Congress  to  pass 
such  laws  was  adopted;  and  the  very  reasona 
which  operated  upon  the  convention  fcr  the  inser- 
tion of  this  provision,  operated  now  in  favor  of 
retaining  the  present  law  in  force. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  foresaw  the 
great  increase  in  the  extent  and  commerce  of 
this  country.  They  saw  that  new  States  wonld 
spring  up,  with  various  interests  and  with  differ- 
ent laws;  and  that,  without  some  uniform  law 
passed  by  the  common  Oovernment,  the  insolvent 
laws  of  the»e  States  would  come  in  conflict.  The 
grant  of  this  power  was,  therefore,  inserted  for 
the  same  reason  that  the  grant  of  power  for  the 
regulation  of  commerce  between  the  States  was  in- 
serted; and  these  same  powerful  reasons  operated 
now,  as  well  as  then.  Mr.  S.  denied  that  the  law 
was  complicated,  and  difficult  to  be  carriedont.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  perfectly  simple,  and  easy  to 
be  understood  and  executed.  In  Massacboaetts, 
for  example,  it  had  gone  into  operation  wiihoat 
any  difficulty  whatever,  and  without  any  com- 
plaint of  frauds.  The  retrospective  featqtt,  it 
was  true,  was  first  complained  of;  butas  this  cened 
to  have  any  effect,  the  act  had  become  popular, 
and  was  found  to  be  exceedingly  useful  and  k»e- 
neficent  in  its  effects.  Mr.  S.  continued  speaking 
up  to  the  expiration  of  his  hour,  showing  ▼arioos 
reasons  why  the  law  should  not  be  repealed. 

Mr.  DAWSON  rosp,  and  addressed  the  Hoase 
in  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  law.  He  said: 
I  do  not  intend  to  make  a  speech  on  this  occftsion, 
but  dimply  to  offer  a  few  brief  remarks  in  my  own 
justification,  here  and  at  home.  I  am  aware  that, 
if  I  could  speak  wish  the  voic^  and  wisdom  of  an 
angel  of  Tghs  I  could  not  arrest  the  fate  of  this 
bill.  It  is  virtually  res  jtt4iieala—«oon  to  be  *^s  a 
thing  ihat  was  not."  Politicians  have  already  ta- 
ken sides  for  anl  against  it;  and  the  appeals  of 
reason  and  of  justxe  are  now  alike  UDavailing. 

I  have  not  heard  a  Folitary  complaint  from  one 
of  my  constituents  for  my  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  received  many  warm  and 
grateful  acknowledgments  in  approbation  of  my 
course.  I  have  in  my  drawer  a  long  list  of  tbc 
most  respectable  name^  in  Louisiana,  urgini^  me  to 
oppose  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law.  ]$o  man 
in  this  House  would  rejoice  more  than  I  iroold  to 
see  this  bill  amended ;  but  I  will  hold  on  to  it  aa  tf 
u,  sooner  than  see  it  repealed.  I  am  oppo<:ed  to 
the  oppression  of  the  debtor,  in  every  shape,  formt 
and  manner.  Dpbt  is  a  misfortune;  aod  bitter  is 
the  cup  of  life  (Heaven  knowt)  to  the  unfortunate 
debtor,  at  best,  without  being  treatetl  as  a  cttnunaL 
I  am  willing  to  see  the  debtor  forced  to  make  an 
honest,  full,  and  unqualified  surrender  of  uU  k$  Aos^ 
^  and  then  I  would  p^  the  arm  of  theShyiock  who 
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woald  attempt  to  take  bis  ptiifid  of  flr^sb.  This 
is  the  poor  man'ft  law;  and  it  stands  ''solitary  and 
aloae,*^  a«  the  poor  man's  law,  in  tbe  history  o(  the 
vorld.  I  am  the  open  and  arowed  advccate  ol  a 
bankrupt  law  to  benefit  debtors,  and  not  a  lav  to 
benefit  creditors  tgelurivtlif.  I  wonld  not  make  a 
retrospective  law,  to  favor  or  shield  the  debtor;  but 
I  woald  place  him  henceforth  beyond  the  reach  of 
personal  eraeity  and  degradation.  His  property 
might  be  seized  and  sold;  the  roof  that  shelters 
his  wife  and  children  from  thepeltlniErs  of  the  piti- 
less siorm  might  be  taken  from  him,  and  they 
might  be  tarned  over  to  penary  and  want.  Bot 
bis  person,  at  least,  should  be  sacred.  Tb«  credi- 
tor shoald  not  toaeh  a  hair  of  his  head  after  he  had 
made  «  fair  and  honest  sorrender  of  everything  be 
was  worth  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

'lian's  inhnmanlty  to  man 
MakM  cottDtleM  millloM  movra;" 

and  wise  legislation  will  always  defend  and  protect 
the  weak,  the  helpless,  the  aafortonate,  and  op- 
pressed. The  fate  of  the  bankrupt  law  is  already 
foretold.  I  entertain  no  donbts  of  irs  being  re* 
pealed  in  a  few  days.  It  is  the  first  law  that 
ever  was  passed — and,  I  greatly  fear,  it  will  be 
the  last^— to  favor  the  poor  and  the  anfortnnate.  It 
is  idle  to  resist  the  power  of  money;  to  its  secret, 
subtle,  and  pervading  inflaences,  imagination  can 
devise,  and  strength  can  sccemplisb  no  bar.  It 
will  bay  the  prayers  of  the  charch,  the  fidelity  of 
man,  and  the  love  of  woman.  It  is  tbe  alpha  and 
omega  of  all  homan  desires.  Reason  and  justice 
are  impotent  when  opposed  to  the  magic  power  of 
gold. 

**Plate  tin  with  gold, 
And  the  atroog  lance  of  Jnetice  hurtlen  breake; 
Clothe  it  In  rage,  a  pigmy'a  straw  doth  pierce  It." 

One  overgrown  capitalist,  or  rich  creditor,  has  more 
influence  over  the  National  Legislature  of  this 
coantry  thtfn  five  thousand  unfortunate  and  perse- 
eated  debtors. 

Repeal  this  law,  and  how  inconsistent  and  rep* 
reheasiblo  the  majo^ty  of  this  House  must  appear 
in  the  ^'sober  second  thought**  and  dispassionate 
consideration  of  a  fiee  and  intelligent  community  1 
The?  hare  forced  a  good  law,  in  a  bad  shape,  up- 
on the  nation;  and  now  that  the  hour  of  amend- 
ment is  almost  at  band — ^I  mean  tbe  meeting  of 
the  98  h  Congress^they  are  about  to  bUst  forever 
the  last  hope  of  the  broken  hearted  and  desponding 
debtors  throughout  our  vast  domain.  They  are 
now  eager  and  impatient  to  destroy,  with  a  ruthless 
handy  the  most  salutary  and  effective  checks  upon 
that  reckless  credit  system  which  has  cast  a  gloom 
of  desolation  over  the  land. 

I  voted  for  this  bill,  not  because  I  considered  it 
perfect,  bat  with  a  hope  that  it  would  soon  be 
amended  and  made  perfect.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  man  or  party  can  make  a  bankrupt  law  that 
will  at  first  be  invulnerable  in  all  its  parts.  I  am, 
consequently,  dispo.^ed  to  make  the  most  of  this.  I 
am  for  salutary,  judicious,  and  necessary  amend- 
ments; and  I  am  opposed  to  the  repeal.  I  have 
always  been  in  favor  of  a  judicious  national  bank- 
rapt  law;  and  I  earnestly  contend  that  this  is  a 
most  propitious  hour  for  the  most  happy  legislation 
npon  the  subject.  I  sincerely  reeret  being  compelled, 
by  the  deep  and  rooted  convictions  of  my  mind, 
and  the  best  impulses  of  my  heart,  to  differ,  in  this 
$iin$U  ntffsnee,  with  my  Democratic  friends.  If 
any  man  ever  was  truly  proud  of  his  party,  I  am  the 
man.  I  may  be  wrong ;  but  if  I  am,  it  is  an  error 
both  of  the  bead  and  of  tbe  heart.  I  cannot  favor 
the  few  to  oppress  the  mmn^.  If  I  do  err,  I  feel  that 
it  is  an  error  on  the  side  of  mercy. 

Mr,  CASHING  rose  in  opposition  to  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law.  ^  He  thought  that,  instead  of 
immediately  repealing  this  measure,  and  thus  ex- 
hibiting to  the  country  the  spectacle  of  a  vacil- 
lating body— undoing  to-day  what  it  had  done 
yesterday;  it  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force, 
and  be  farther  tested  by  public  judgment.  In*itead 
of  a  hasty  and  precipitate  action,  he  thought  the 
pnbiic  interests  woald  be  better  promoted  by  mod- 
ifying the  law  fo  as  to  exclude  voluntary  appU* 
earns  for  its  benefit,  and  to  include  corp«^rstions  is- 
aning  Pitper  for  circulation.  Let  it  be  modified  to 
snit  the  views  of  gentlemen,  but  not  wantonly  de- 
DoUahed. 
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If.  however,  the  law  must  be  repealed,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  pot  upon  the  record  an  un- 
truth, saying  that  it  had  been  repi'sled  on  the  5ih 
of  December,  as  was  implied  by  tbe  provision  of 
the  bill  as  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
m(«nt  [Mr.  Evsmtt.]  In  addition  to  this  untruth, 
which  would  be  implied,  the  provision  was,  be 
thought,  unjust,  and  would  involve  the  whole  com- 
merce of  the  coantry  in  difiiculty.  He  argued  that 
it  was  in  tbe  highest  dfgree  unjust  in  Congress  to 
refuse  to  make  provision  in  regard  to  pending  pro- 
cess in  the  courts,  and  earnestly  remon«trated 
against  a  retrospective  repeal  bf  the  law.  The  act 
of  repeal  should,  he  thought,  take  effect  from  its 
passage,  and  not  from  any  date  in  the  past  lime. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  take  this  occasion  to  pre- 
sent a  memorial  from  Philadelphia  against  the  re- 
peal of  the  law,  which  he  would  have  read  as  a 
portion  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  ADAMS  availed  himself  of  ihe  opportunity 
to  present  a  petition  for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  FERRIS  presented  two  petitions  from  the 
city  of  New  York  against  a  repeal. 

Mr.  EVBRBTT  objected  to  the  presentation  of 
any  further  memorials,  as  irregnlar. 

Mr.  GUSHING  resumed,  and  proceeded  in  an- 
swer to  some  of  the  remarks  submitted  a  few  days 
since  by  the  gentlema^  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
AanoLD.]  He  agreed  with  that  gentleman  in  part 
of  what  he  had  said.  It  was  true  that  there  were  ob- 
jection.^ to  the  act  in  the  first  place;  yet  these  had 
been  either  extenuated,  or  had  lost  their  force.  Tbe 
main  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  law  was,  that 
it  would  operate  on  contracts  made,  and  would 
thus  affect  vested  rights.  Now,  this  objection  ap- 
plied with  equal  force  to  the  repeal  of  the  measure 
as  proposed  in  the  present  bill,  since  many  enter- 
prises had  been  entered  into  by  men  acting  in  ref- 
erence to  its  continuance. 

He  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
iMr.  Aknold,]  that  be  would  not  have  ventured 
to  use  language  of  condemnation  so  strong  as  that 
used  by  him  when  addressing  the  House  on  the 
repeal  of  this  law.  That  gentleman  had  proceeded 
to  make  personal  references  to  high  fonctionaries 
of  the  Gkivernment,  and  to  introduce  them  here  as 
if  their  destiny,  or  ib^ir  remaining  in  office,  was 
material  to  the  repeal  of  Ihe  bankrupt  law.  If  the 
rematks  of  the  gpntleman  were  at  all  relevant  to 
the  question,  equally  so  would  be  a  reply.  In  con- 
sidering the  exciting  debates  which  often  took  place 
in  that  body,  he  thought  they  were  bound  4b  ob- 
serve tbe  fact,  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  tbe  great  voice  of  the  nation — tbe  s^afeiy-valve 
of  the  democratic  impuUea  of  the  people.  From 
the  nature  of  our  Government,  discussions  must 
frequently  be  carried  on  with  earnestness,  with 
excessive  zeal,  and  sometimes  with  indrcoruro; 
yet  be  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  declare,  contrary 
to  tbe  opinion  of  the  firess  elsewhere,  that  this 
was  tbe  most  decorous  of  all  deliberative  national 
assemblies  in  the  world.  He  knew  it  was  more 
orderly  than  either  the  House  of  Commons  in  Eng- 
land, or  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  in  France. 

He  next  proceeded  to  notice  tbe  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Armold]  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  tbe  speech  made 
by  that  offic?r  at  Boston,  wherein  he  was  charged 
with  acting,  not  from  a  desire  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  but  solely  from  a  last  of  office. 
When  such  a  strain  of  vehement  denunciation  as 
had  been  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
used  by  a  member  on  that  floor,  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  say  something  in  reply.  And,  in  relation 
to  the  charge  of  love  of  office,  be  would  a&k,  how 
was  a  man  capable  of  doing  good  service  to  his 
country,  unless  be  held  office  and  was  in  power? 
Was  there  an  iodividoal,  without  a.  public  trust, 
who  could  carry  out  bis  purposes  of  good  to  the 
country?  All  experience  showed  that  if  was  im- 
possible to  accomplish  beneficial  ends  without  the 
possession  of  power.  Indeed,  the  gentleman,  after 
thus  impugning  the  motives  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  would  have  been  equally  justified  in  impu- 
ting the  same  selfish  views  to  every  man  in  the 
United  States  who  had  ever  held  office,  from 
George  Washington  down  to  the  prefent  time. 
He,  (Mr.  C.)  thereforci  denied  that  any  man  hold- 


ing office  eou.'d  be  properly  accused  of  a  persooat 
and  interested  motive  in  so  doing. 

He  oould  not  join  issue  with  the  gentleman  [Mr.^ 
Arnold]  npon  the  terms  of  general  oblcqny  used, 
with  regard  to  the  functionaries  of  the  Administra" 
lion;  but  he  would  deal  with  specific  facts  and 
measures,  and  also  with  intentions  as  clearly  and 
plainly  developed,  whenever  they  came  up  for  dis* 
cussion.   He  would  say  this,  as  well  for  others  and 
fur  parties,  as  for  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
It  was  DOW  the  beginning  of  a  short  session-— the 
last  of  the  present  Congress.    A  mass  of  bitsinesa 
was  before  that  body— business  of  deep  interest  to 
themselves,  to  their  constituents,  and  to  tbe  ct  un- 
try.    Under  this  state  of  facts,  the  first  reflection 
wiih  him  was,  whether  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
country,  let  whatever  party  that  might  have  the 
ascendency*  to  throw  aside  all  legislation,  and  shut 
their  eyes  to  all  its  wants,  in  order  to  pass  off  into 
an  episodical  discassion  regarding  the  cbaracter  of 
tbe  officers  of  the  Gh)vernmeni?    If  be  had  argaed 
strictly,  ilie  questions  of  the  bankrupt  law  and  ther 
treaty  with  England,  were  not  at  all  affected  bjr 
the  character  of  the  men  now  in  power.    In  pro- 
portion, therefore,  as  gentlemen  should  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  these  personal  relations,  would  they 
depart  from  that  line  of  conduct  which  was  best 
calculated  to  promote  tbe  public  business. 

It  was  now  nearly  two  jeats  since,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  vote  of  the  people,  a  change  took  place 
in  tbe  administration  of  the  Government.  Since 
that  time,  an  internecine  war  had  arisen  in  the 
dominant  party. .  The  war  had  now  been  pursued 
for  about  one  year  and  a  half;  but,  in  the  midst  of 
it,  the  Federal  GK>vernment,  with  its  fixed  Constitu- 
tion, had  stood,  like  the  god  Terminus,  defying  tbe 
progress  of  those  who  were  rushing  against  jt. 
Tbe  country  had  seen  one  party  throw  itself  against 
the  immovable  rock  of  the  Constitution.  What 
had  been  the  consequence?  The  pariy  thus  hurl- 
ing itself  against  the  constitutional  rock  was  dashed 
to  atoms. 

He  thought  that  enough  of  recrimination  had 
been  heard  in  the  House,  and  thron«hout  the  conn* 
try,  during  the  period  to  which  he  had  referred;  and 
he  would  ask,  what  interests  were  to  be  promoted 
by  its  further  continuance?  Was  any  personal  ob- 
ject to  be  promoted  by  a  perseverance  in  these 
attacks  on  the  part  of  the  Whig  party?  It  was 
remarkable  enoogh  that  one  p^rty  should 
have  broken  itself  down  against  the  Federal  Gov 
ernment;but  what  was  the  series  of  events  on 
which  we  were  about  to  entei?  It  was  an  old 
maxim  that  experientia  docet  He  was  almost  in- 
clined to  think  that,  in  the  present  case,  this  maxim 
would  have  to  be  reversed,  and  made  to  read  e*pe- 
ritntia  Kov  docet  [Mr.  C.  J.  Inobbscll:  *'Abee<."] 
Then  it  mightlbe  that  experience  would  hurt,  radier 
than  leach.  Tbe  other  party  had,  during  this  war- 
fare, so  long  carried  on,  been  occupying  an  envia- 
ble position.  They  had  been  folding  their  arms* 
looking  on  and  laaghtng;  whiUt  their  opponents, 
like  Kilkenny  cat5,  were  eating  each  other  up  from 
bead  to  tail.  [Laughter.]  This  agreeable  situa- 
tion was  now  about  to  end;'  and  it  appeared,  from 
givings  out  in  various  quarters,  that  this  party  was 
also  about  to  hurl  itself  against  the  same  immova^ 
hie  rock  on  which  the  other  had  split.  [Laughter, 
lasting  some  time  ]  A  gentleman  near  him  said  he 
was  mistaken.  He  might  be;  yet  he  was  under  the 
impression  that,  however  individual  leaders  might 
think  and  wish,  that  consequence  would  follow. 
[Laughter.] 

He  had  said  the  Federal  Government  was  on 
a  fixed  basis  at  Washington.  That  was  the  foun- 
dation of  his  argument.  Now  he  would  suppose 
a  man  called  to  be  President  of  tbe  United  States.. 
It  mattered  not  whether  he  was  elected,  or  whether 
lh«  office  devolved  upon  him  by  contingencies  con- 
templated in  the  Constitution.  He  was  President. 
What,  then,  was  his  first  duty?  To  consider  how 
to  discbarge  his  functions.  He  (Mr.  C.)  thought 
the  President  was  bound  to  look  around  at  the 
facts,  and  see  by  what  circumstances  he  was  sup- 
ported. Gentlemen  might  talk  of  treason;  much 
bad  been  said  on  that  subject;  but  the  question  for 
the  individual  who  might  happen  to  be  President 
to  consider  was.  How  is  the  Government  to  be 
carried  on?    By  whose  aid?    He  (Mr.  CvsHOto) 
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would  say  to  that  party  now  having  the  ma- 
jority,  (and  whom,  on  account  of  that  oir- 
•umstaace,  it  was  more  important  he  should 
address,)  that  if  they  gave  him  no  aid,  it  was 
his  duty  to  seek  aid  from  th  ir  adversaries. 
[LAUghter.]  If  the  Whigs  continue  to  blockade 
the  wheels  of  the  .Gk>vemment,  he  trusted  that  the 
Democrats  would  be  patriotic  enough  to  carry  it 
on.    [Laughter.] 

He  had  thus  presented  the  party  relations  of  the 
queition.    Behind  them  there  was  one  of  deeper 
import,  and  which  might  be  vital  in  its  effect. 
There  was  in  the  United  Slates  a  great  career  of 
mmbltioo,  and  beyond  it  a  culminating  point — the 
highest  position  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  man 
to  attain^fhe  Presidency.    For  this  place,  on  look- 
ing around  him,  he  saw  more  aspirants  than  he 
could  count  upon  his   fingers.     [Many  Toioes; 
'^Nameihem.**]  Fie  could  not  name  them.  ["Name 
them** — *Mei'8  hear  who  rbfy  are '*]    Tneir  name 
was  legion.      He  knew  not    what  splits  would 
take  place,  nor  how  far  (heir  personal  relations 
would  tend  to  produce  divisions;  but  he  sav  in 
tiie  general  race  ho  individual,  at  the  present  hour, 
^who  possessed  a  pre-eminent,  overwhelming,  and 
irresistible  power  befure  tbe  people.     [A.  voice: 
*<Ezcept  one — Clay."]    Nor  did  be  know  whether, 
during  ihe  next- two  years,  any  individual  would 
acquire  that  strength.    It  was  true  that  the  Whig 
party  would  liold  a  presidential  convention  some 
time  during  that  period,  [A.  voice:  **No  need  of  i^;"] 
and  also  that  the  Democratic  party  would  convece 
a  similar  assembly.    He  did  not  know  whether  this 
convention  would  be  able  or  not  to  settle  the  rival 
pretensions  of  different  candidates;  but  he  saw 
budding  sneh  blossoms   of  di<«cerd  as    to  leave 
great   doubt   about  the   issue   of    any   convcn 
tion     that    might   be   h^ld.      He    did,   however, 
know  that  the  next  year  and  a  half  would  be 
eignslizf  d  by  great  commotion  upon  this  all-absorb- 
ing Kubject;  and,  whether  there  mi^ht  be  one  can- 
didate only  on  each  side  or  not— whether  that  can- 
didate be  cordially  supported  or  not-— he  would  say 
that  it  wouU  not  be  forwarding  the  political  interest 
of  any  one  of  the  parties  in  the  country  to  carry  on  a 
fierce  warfare  against  the  present  Administration. 
[Laughter.]  -  He  deemed  it  material  that  he  should 
be  frank  upon  this  point  just  now.    [Cries  of 
**yery  frank.**]    There  were  men  connected  with 
the  present  Administration  who  meant  soon  to  have 
a  word  to  say  upon  this  subject.    He  knew  that 
the  political  cauldron  was  boiling  with  various  ele- 
ments, wholly   discordant  and  different;  and  he 
knew,  also,  what  the  constitutional  power  of  tbe 
Federal  Gk)vernment  could  accomplish.    [Several 
voices:  "By  patronage** — ^'*by  lust  of  office.**]    No, 
not  by  mere  patronage:  he  would  show  gentlemen 
that  he  would  cut  deeper  than  the  mere  surface  of 
patronage.    He  referred  them  to  the  extra  session, 
where  one  measure  was  proposed  by  ihe  President 
and  another  reported  by  a  committee  of  tbe  House, 
and  pushed  through  to  its  pa«s«ge,  until  it  met 
with  a  Presidenliat  veto.    The  action  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent, as  affecting  the  iegiblation  of  Congress  on 
that  occasion,  showed  (he  power  of  the  Federal 
Government,   through    events,    over    masses   of 
men,' lo  be  a « hundred-fold  greater  than  all  its 
patronage.    Whilst  the  events  to  which  be  referred 
were  passing,  the  patronage  of  the  Government 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  retiring  Stcretaries;  thus 
showing  that  there  was  not  even  a  concurrence  be- 
tween the  action  of  tbe  patronage  and  the  vetoes. 
Therefore,  what  he  meant  by  the  power  ofthePsd- 
eral  Government  was,  an  element  soaringabove  alt 
patronaffe— the  relation  of  the  President  to  Ihe  ae 
lien  of  Congress. 

He  trusted  we  should  sever  be  sgitated  by  sueh 
another  series  of  collisions  between  the  majority 
in  Congress  and  the  Pre>ident  as  had  occurred 
dniing  the  past  year  and  a  half;  but  should  such  a 
state  of  things  arise,  by  the  fztuity  of  parties  it 
was  easy  to  foresee  jest  such  another  result  as  that 
now  brought  about.  [A  voice:  "The  veto  cf  the 
sub-treasury  predicted**]  He  hoped  and  desin d 
that  the  Hou^e  would  be  able  to  apply  itself  wi^h 
-oniform  care  to  its  legislative  duties — trampling 
under  foot  party  questions,  that  so  much  tended  to 
impede  the  transaction  of  tbe  public  basines!^. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana  then  obtained  the 


floor,  and  yielded  it  for  a  motion  to  adjourn.    Pre- 
vians  to  which,  and  by  general  consent, 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Reaolved  Ttiatthe  use  of  tbe  hall  of  the  House  be  granted  to 
Pcoremor  Walter  R.  Johnson,  for  the  delivery  ofa  lecture  on  the 
subject  of  coal,  and  its  Tarioua  applications. 

Mr.  JAMBS  COOPER,  by  general  consent,  of- 
fered the  following  resolution;  which  was  consider- 
ed and  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  th«  Secretary  of  War  be  required  (o  com* 
municate  to  this  House  a  detailed>tateinent  of  all  the  expend* 
itures  made  from  the  Chiclcasaw  fund,  betwt^en  the  2d  day  of 
Match,  IS33,  and  the  Ist  day  of  .Tanuary,  1843;  the  said  state- 
ment to  eDibraee  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  paymenbB 
have  been  made,  tbe  amount  paid  to  each,  and  on  what  ac- 
count. 

Tiie  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
muQJcation  from  the  Treasury  Department,  con- 
taining a  Ftatemrnt  showing  the  expenditures  un- 
der the  contingent  fund  for  the  last  year:  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  enclosing  a  report  showing  the  modifications 
of  their  tariff  laws  by  certain  foreign  countries:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  same,  on  the 
subject  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations:  laid 
ba  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Legislature  of 
the  Wisconsin  Territory:  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  December  98, 1849. 

Mr.  YOUNG  of  Illinois  presented  the  petition 
Alexander  M.  Jenkins,  Richard  J.  Hamilton,  and 
Samuel  L*e,  cf  theSta'e  of  Illinois,  securities  of 
William  Linn,  late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Vandalia,  in  said  State,  praying  that  a  law  may  be 
passed  discharging  them  from  their  joint  liability, 
upon  the  payment  by  each  of  a  fair  distributive 
proportion  of  the  judgments  obtained  against  them 
on  account  of  the  defalcation  of  the  said  Linn; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Also,  a  petition  from  William  Elliot,  ]r.,  of  Ful- 
ton county,  Illinois,  praying  that  a  law  may  be 
pafsed  to  enable  him  to  enter  a  certain  quarter 
sectjy  of  land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  ofa  number  of  citizens  of  Boone 
and  McHenry  counties,  for  a  post-road  from 
Hartland,  in  McHenry  county,  by  way  of  **CoId 
Spring  Piairie,^'  to  Amazon  post  office,  in  Boone 
county,  in  said  State;  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  ac- 
counting for  the  disbursements  out  cf  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Senate;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
en  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  three  memorials 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presenfed  a  memorial  from 
F.  H.  Pettis,  counsellor  at  law  in  tbe  city  of  New 
York,  and  others,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  tbe  bill  10  repeal  the  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  referred  to  Ihe  Jadiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  also  presrnted  a  memorial  from  the  rame 
individual,  on  the  subject  of  a  system  of  water- 
proof cloths,  an  invention  of  which  he  claims  to 
be  the  author.  He  says  that  the  discovery  is  one 
of  great  value  and  importance  for  purposes  of  na- 
valuse:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Messrs.  WOODBRIDQE,  PORTER,  and  BER- 
RIEN, severally  presented  memorials  against  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Jadiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  tbe 
ciiy  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the 
b^tnkrnpt  law  may  be  modified,  but  not  repealed; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  urging  upon  Cengress  the  pas^ 


sage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  cittzena 
of  Illinois,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  for  tbe 
occupation  and  setilemeUt  of  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory, and  to  grant  donations  of  land  as  an  induce 
ment  to  settlement;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
to  accompany  the  actionr  on  the  bill  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.'  WOODBURY  presented  a  pelitioii  frem 
James  Dodds  and  Eli  Davis,  watchmen  in  tbe 
Post  Office  building,  asking  for  an  increase  of  oom- 
pensation;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leavA,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  ceriain  companies  of  Missouri  volunteera, 
commanded  by  Captains  Pollard,  Sconce,  Harri- 
son, AichiFon,  and  Crawford;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  rel ief  of  James  Taylor,  aUd,  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and,  with  the  doo- 
uments  relating  thereto,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with- 
out amendment,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Debuys,  postmaster  at  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  petition  of  John  A.  Dickeraon,  for  extra 
compensation  as  sailing-master  in  the  United  States 
service,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  tbe  Senate,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  P<*nsions, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wareham  Kingsly; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  was  discharged  from  tbe  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  John  Bcswortb;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
declaratory  of  the  asi»eni  of  Congress  to  the  State 
of  Illinois  imposing  a  tax  on  all  lands  hereafter 
sold  by  tbe  United  States  in  (aid  State,  from  and 
after  the  time  they  are  sold;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Commiftee  on  Public  Lande. 

Mr.  KING,  on  leave,  inlrodnced  a  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  certain  citizens  of  Ai8l>ama,  who  were 
deprived  of  their  improvements  by  the  treaties  with 
tbe  Creek  Indians;  wbich^was  read  twice,  and  re* 
f erred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  the  credentials  of 
Sidney  Brkesb,  e'ected  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
S  ate  of  Illinois  a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six 
years  from  and  after  (he  4th  day  of  March  Dezt; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  tbe 
files  of  the  Senate. 

Numerous  House  bills  were  then  taken  up,  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  the  Senate  a  subpoaa 
issued  from  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Colombia,  which  had  been 
served  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  with  a 
view  to  compel  bis  attendance  into  court  w^iib  a 
certain  anti-bank  memorial,  signed  by  citizens  of 
Gkorgetowo,  now  on  the  files  ot  the  Senate,  to  be 
used  in  the  ca?e  of  Addison  vt.  White,  now  being 
tried  in  said  court.  The  Chair  remaiked  that  ibe  Sec- 
retary wa«  in  doubt  what  to  do  in  the  case,  he  bav- 
iuff  no  authority  to  take  from  the  files  any  portion 
of  the  public  archives,  and  had  desired  bim  to 
present  the  subpcuna  to  the  Senate. 

A  debate  of  a  conversational  character  tock 
place  between  Messre.  PHELPS,  McROBERTB, 
BERRIEN,  WOODBURY,  HUNTINGTON, 
KINQ,  and  CRITrENOEN,  as  to  whether  a 
transcript  of  the  record  would  not  do  to  carrj 
into  court,  and  as  to  whether  the  Secretary,  (tbovgh 
he  was  on  duty,)  being  but  a  ministerial  officer  of 
the  Senate,  was  entitled  to  the  privil^es  which 
attach  to  Senators,  and  exempted  them  from  the 
processes  of  the  courts. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  contended  that  the  time  to  reaard 
he  supoa  ta  had  not  arrived,  but  that  it  should  be 
disregarded  until  an  attachment  was  issned  a?afnFt 
the  Secretary;  whMn  the  issue  would  be  .made  up, 
and  could  be  tried  a^  to  whether  the  privileges  o 
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(Seoaton  did  not,  in  some  measorr,  ezteod  to  tbeir 
ofieera,  and  exempt  tbem  from  legal  process 
wbila  in  the  performance  of  their  official  daties. 

The  debate  having  ceased,  and  the  Senators  hav- 
ing conclnded  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  bring 
the  Senate  and  oaart  into  oollition, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  snbmitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion,  touching  the  matter;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  viz: 

lUgohtd^  Thmt  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  have  leave  to 
-  take  from  the  fileeof  the  Senate  the  anti-bank  memorial  speci- 
fied in  the  ttibpmna  dueeg  tecum  knued  from  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  Sutea  for  the  Dieirict  of  Columbia,  in  the  case  of 
Henry  Addtoon  va  Robert  White,  this  day  lerved  upon  him, 
Ibr  the  purpoae  of  being  exhibited  aa  eTidence  in  the  said  case. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  on  leave,  introdoced  a  bill 
to  extend  the  time  of  payment  df  the  jadgments 
against  the  Planters*  Bank  of  Mississippi  and  the 
Agrienltoral  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  for  other 
pnrposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  on  leave,  introdnc^  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company  and  the 
Grand  Galf  Railroad  and  Banking  Company; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  certain  documents  in  re- 
lation to  the  claim  of  William  Allen:  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who 
have  charge  of  ibe  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  following  resolntion,  introdoced  by  Mr. 
WooDBuaT,  was  taken  np  and  adopted,  viz: 

JU90lv9dt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  lo 
fornlsb  the  Senate  with  the  followini;  Informaticn: 

1.  The  amount  of  revenue  received  from  cuMoms  during 
the  third  quarter  of  the  year  1842,  on  imports  made  in  that 
quarter. 

5L  As  soon  as  the  returns  are  obtahied,  the  amount  received 
in  the  4ib  quarter  of  the  same  year,  from  the  imports  made  in 
that  quarter,  and  tho  aagregate  of  tnoee  imports. 

3.  The  ag^cregaie  ofappropriations  outstanding  and  unex- 
pended at  the  close  of  tha  years,  recpectively,  of  1810, 1811,  dnd, 

.when  this  year  expires,  at  the  end  of  1812;  and 

4.  The  quantity  of  land  which  was  advertised  for  public  sale 
from  4th  March,  1811,  to  the  close  of  one  year  from  that  date, 
and  tbe  quantity  advertised  during  the  year  pre?ious  to  that 
date. 

The  following  bills  were  then  taken  np,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  and,  there  be- 
ing no  proposition  to  amend,  were  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
icadii^,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sandry  citizens  of  Ark- 
anzas,  who  lost  their  improvements  in  conseqopnce 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Choctaw  Indiaas. 

Tlie  bill  allowing  drawback  npon  foreign  mer- 
chandise exported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chi- 
hnahua  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico.  [Mr.  HUNT- 
INGTON, chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, explained  this  bill,  and  defended  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  wonld  increase  tbe  export  trade  to 
those  coantries^  and  bring  a  re  tarn  of  specie  and 
fars;  and  that  it  wonld  be  beneficial  to  commerce 
generally.] 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  cf  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  on  tbe  bond  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Samuel  Swsriwout,  late  collector  of  tbe 
evstoms  for  tbe  port  of  New  York;   . 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill; 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Epbraim  B.  Dixon; 

and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Vienne,  of  Louis- 
iana. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Jrseph  Nourse  was  taken  up,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  in 
its  favor  by  Mr.  WALKBR,  wa%  on  motion  of 
Mr.  PHELPS,  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Thomas  Pilltbrown  was 
also  laid  on  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PHELPS. 

The  Oregon  bill  came  np  in  order;  but  was  in- 
formally pa^oed  over  till  to-morrow. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  tbe  Catalogues  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
ccesr,  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 
Mr.  WOODBRIDGEand  Mr.  TAPPAN  explained 
the  resolution,  and,  advocated  its  passage;  and  Mr. 
KING  opposed  it,  and  moved  that  it  b?  indefinitely 
postponed;  and  on  a  division  of  the  Senate  on  the 


question,  it  appeared  that  no  quorum  had  voted. 
Then,  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wkdmbsdat,  Deckmbbr  28, 1843. 

Mr.  BRONSON  desired  to  present  a  petition  for 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  had  another  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  praying  that  the  bankropt  law 
might  not  be  repvaled. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  objected  to  iheir  pre- 
seniaiion  in  this  way. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Jesse 
W.  Garth,  of  Morgan  county,  Alabama,  praying 
Congress  to  pa^  a  law  direciiog  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  to  grant  him  a  patent  to 
certain  land  therein  designated. 

EXTRA  COMPENSATION  TO  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  leave  to  introduce 
the  bill,  of  which  he  yesterday  gave  notice,  to  pro- 
hibit tbe  allowance  of  extra  compensation  to  tbe 
officers  of  the  Government. 

The  bill  was  received  and  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  moved  its  engross- 
ment. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  objected.  He  said  be  had  a  bill 
before  the  House  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment, 
and  tbe  House  owed  it  to  itself  to  take  np  that 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  de- 
bate the  question. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  tbeff  moved  that  the  bill  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Johnson]  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Uoion;  so  that  this  bill  and  bis  own,  to 
red  ace  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress,  might  be 
amalgamated.  What  was  good  in  tbe  bill  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Jobmson]  he 
would  accept;  but  he  would  not  take  it  piece- 
meal. 

Mr.  C»  JOHNSON  inquired  if  it  was  not  in  or- 
der to  move  the  engrossment  of  bis  bill? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not,  if  ob- 
jection were  made. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  asked  the  House  to 
print  his  bill,  and  let  it  lie  on  the  table.  He  said 
a  practice  prevailed  in  this  Government,  of  em- 
ploying cfficers  of  the  army  as  commissioners,  and 
giving  them  their  usual  pay  as  officers,  Ihd  also 
several  thousand  dollars  as  commissioners;  and  he 
desired  this  bill  to  apply  to  the  officeis  of  the  army 
as  well  as  to  the  other  officers  of  the  (Govern- 
ment.   . 

AAer  a  few  words  from  Mr.  J.  R.  INGBRSOLL, 
the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Arnold's  motion 
to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority 
of  70  to  56.  Tiie  motion  to  print  was  also  agrec^il 
to. 

FOREIGN  TARIFF  LAWS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  were  some  commu- 
nications yesterday  received  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment, one  of  which  showed  the  modifications  of 
their  tariff  laws  by  certain  foreign  countries-  Of  this 
document,  he  now  moved  the  printing  of  five 
thousand  extra  copies. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  inquired  if  that  mo- 
tion wa.c  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not,  if  objection  were 
made. 

Mr.  ANDREWS.    Then  I  object. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  document  related  to 
our  commerce  with  Canada,  and  was  of  great  im- 
portance ;  and,  therefore,  he  would  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  for  the  reception  of  his  resolu- 
tion. 

The  mo;ion  to  suspend,  and  the  motion  to  print 
5,000  extra  copies,  were  both  agreed  to. 
UNITED    STATES    DISTRICT   COURT  AT 

WHEELING. 

Mr.  STEENROD  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  establishing 
a  district  court  of  the  Unit(d  States  at  Wheeling, 
Virginia. 


WATER-ROTTED  HEMP. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  the  petition  6i 
Henry  8.  Smith  and  others,  inhabitants  of  tbe 
Slate  of  Missouri,  praying  the  appointment  of  a 
permanent  agent  for  the  purchase  of  water-rotted^ 
hemp  in  Plaiie  county,  Missouri. 

He  also  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  commit- 
tee of  five  members;  which  was  agreed  to. 

NEW    YORK    CUSTOMS    AND    CASH  DU- 
TIES. 

'Mr.  ROOSEVELT  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to: 

Reaoleed^  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe-  Treasury  be  direc(«1 
to  inform  this  Hosm  what  portion  of  the  revenne,  received 
from  cuscoms  aince  the  30th  dsy  of  June  last,  acciued  froui 
twnds  given  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  importaiiona  niadr 
preTloua  to  that  panod^  and  what  portion  conaiated  of  cash  do* 
ilea  on  imports  eotered  aiace  that  periad;  and  wlwther  any 
bonds,  alten  tiefore  the  commencement  of  the  cash  system,  nn 
the  1st  of  July  last,  still  remain  outstanding;  and,  if  so,  what 
is  the  amount  thereof;  and  how  much  of  said  amoaoiroay  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  be  collected  within  the  said  twelve 
months. 

Mr.  TOLAND  desired  to  present  a  me morial. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  if  memorials 
could  not  be  presented  without  interrupting  tbe  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  under  a  rule  of  the  last  s^es- 
sioD? 

The  SPEAKER  said  they  could  be  presented, 
but  not  printed,  without  an  order  of  the  Hon^e. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  motion 
to  i^rint;  and  the  subject  was  dropped. 

NATIONAL    WAR   AND    COMMERCIAL 
STEAM  VESSELS. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Re9olvedf  That  a  select  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
lalte  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  aiding  individuala  or 
coropames  in  tbe  establishment  of  lines  of  steam  vessels,  for 
the  puipose  of  transporting  the  mail  between  some  of  our  pi  in* 
cipal  Northern  and  Sonthern  ports,  to  foreign  ports,  on  the 
lakesi  and  the  Mississippi  river— said  vessels  to  be  constructed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Departmeot,  aa  war  steamers, 
and  at  all  times  subject  to  its  control,  under  such  stipulations  aa 
may  be  provided  by  law.  Alao,  to  inquire  in;o  the  expediency 
of  employing  steamers  in  the  revenue  service,  and  uniiiog  It  lo 
the  navy;  and  using  iron  in  the  construction  of  said  vessels:  and 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  suggested  that  a  part  of  this  sub* 
ject  was  already  under  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  conceive  that  any  harm  conld 
arise  from  the  consideration  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  ADAMS  reminded  the  House  that  the  sub- 
ject of  establishiog  a  line  of  steamers  between  this 
,  country  and  France,  (jointly  with  that  nation,)  was 
brought  before  the  House  at  the  last  session,  by  a 
message  from  the  Executive;  ihat  message  was  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  they 
reported  a  re.so]ution  favorable  to  tbe  project,  by 
calling  upon  tbe  Department  of  State  to  report  at  this 
session  tbe  probable  expense  of  such  a  plan;  he 
hoped,  therefore,  this  resolution  would  be  postpon- 
ed until  that  resolution  had  been  replied  to. 

Mr.  KING  of  Georgia  was  aware  of  tbe  direc- 
tion which  tbe  resolution  alluded  to  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  M&ssachnsetts  had  taken,  at 
the  last  session;  and,  so  far  as  regarded  the  com- 
munication across  the  Atlantic,  be  should  agree 
with  him,  that  that  portion  of  the  resolution  he 
had  the  honor  to  submit  might  be  stricken  out. 
There  were,  hewever,  other  ports  with  which  it 
migbt  be  important  to  establish  cooimunicationa, 
by  the  means  of  steam  vessels.  It  was  true  that 
'be  French  Government  were  engaged  in  establish- 
ing fourteen  steamers  for  a  line  across  the  Atlantic; 
and  bi5  insertion  of  foreign  ports  in  his  resolution 
was  with  no  view  of  coming  in  conflict  with  them. 
He  conceived  that  it  might  be  of  the  utmo&t  im- 
portance to  the  country  to  establish  a  line  of  steam- 
boat communication  between  New  York  aod  Cha- 
gres,  or  some  other  point  bu  the  Pacific;  and,  m 
inserting  foreign  ports  in  his  resolniion,  he  had  that 
route  in  view  solely,  and  not  France.  There  were 
also  various  important  points  on  the  lakes,  as  well 
as  on  the  Mississippi,  at  which  steamboat  lines 
migbt  very  advantageously  be  established.  How 
desirable  it  might  be  in  time  of  p.'ace,  so  to  admin- 
ister the  affairs  of  the  Navy  and  Post  Office  De- 
partments, by  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  steam- 
boat line?»,  the  vessels  of  which  might  be  converted 
into  armed  steamers  in  time  of  war,  would  be  the 
proper  subject  of  inquiry  for  the  committee; 
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Mr.  K.,  in  conclusion,  said  that  he  would,  at  the 
SDggeslioQ  of  the  gentleman,  striire  out  the  words 
"foreign  ports,*'  though^  he  did  not  see  the  neces- 
sity for  doing  so;  for  informatien  would  desirable, 
come  from  whatever  quarter  it  might. 

Mr.  KENNEDY,  of  Maryland,  entirely  con- 
curred with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  as  to  the 
propriety  and  ezpedieocy  of  such  an  inquiry  as  he 
had  suggested.  He  had  now  in  his  possession  a 
petition  from  a  gentleman  residing  on  the  Pacific, 
pointing  oat  the  importance  of  a  mail  communi- 
cation between  this  coun>ry  and  the  Pacific,  through 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  should  present 
that  petition  at  the  first  opportunity,  allowed  him 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  KING  of  Georgia  begged  leave  to  add,  that 
he  t«o  had  received  various  communication?,  which 
he  should  lake  the  earliest  opportunity  of  present- 
ing. It  was  not  unknown  to  the  House,  that  at 
the  last  session  this  subject  was  under  consideration, 
and  referred  for  the  action  of  a  committee.  He 
hoped  t^iere  would  be  no  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointmentofa  committee. 

The  quesion  was  then  put,  and  the  resoluiion 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland, 
the  petition  to  which  he  had  just  referred  was 
committed  to  the  Select  Committee  ordered  by  the 
abovemenlioned  resolution. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  IfV  hole  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (No.  199)  to  change  the  place 
of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Maine. 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL  objected. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  moved  the  suspension  of  the 
rules^  which  motion  was  carried;  and  tl>e  previous 
motion  of  Mr.  F.,  to  discbarge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  bill,  was  agreed  to;  and, 

Affer  a  short  discussion  between  Messrs.  FES- 
SENDEN and  RANDALL,  the  bill  was  Amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
put  upon  its  passage;  but 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL  objecting,  it  was  laid  over 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  observed  that  he  gave  notice  the 
other  day  that  he  should  this  day  move  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  act- 
ing on  the  bill  providing  indemnity  for  French  spo- 
liations prior  to  1800.  Th.it  bfll  (Mr.  A.  faid) 
stood  first  on  the  calendar,  and  be  now  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  iis«lf  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpov  of  taking  it  up. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  wheiher  this  proposi- 
tion took  precedence  over  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  motion  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  MEDILL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay^, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  question, 
resulted  in  yeas  88,  niys  99,  as  follows: 

TEaB— Measra.  AdamSf  Allen,  Sherlocic  J.  Andrews,  Ay- 
ciigg,  Bat)Coclc,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardman,  Borden,  Brigga, 
Brocicway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Child^r,  Chitt'en- 
den,  John  C.  Clark,  Btaley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Cranston,  Cravens,  Cusbing,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Filiinnre,  Gates, 
Gerry,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Gusline,  Hall, 
Henry,  Holmes,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jiiseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  .Tames  Irvin,  W.  W.  Irwin,  Isaac  D.  Jones, 
Keim,  Jolin  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Linn,  Mathiot,  Maxwell,  May. 
nard,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Parmenter,  Plumer, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  A.  Raodall,  Randolph,  Riilgway, 
Roosevelt.  James  M.Rassel),  Salionstall,  Sanford,  9lade,  Tru- 
man Smitn,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Ktokely,  Siraiion, Siimier,  Swency, 
Taliaferro,  Tillmghast,  Tomlinson,  Trumbun,  Warren,  Wasli- 
ington,  .Toeeph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Wood, 
Aoeusius  Young,  and  John  Young— 88. 

NAYS  —Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arringtnn, 
Atherton,  BIrdseye,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O. 
Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Camp- 
bell, William  B.  Campbell.  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
Cary,  Casey,  Clifford,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Daniel,  Garrett 
pavls,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deheiry,  Doig,  East- 
man, Egbert,  Everett,  John  G.  Floyd,  C.  A.  Floyd,  Foniange, 
Gentry,  Gogs^ln,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Harris,  Hastinss, 
Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hou^on,  Howard  Hubard,  Jack,  CaVe 
Johnson,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewie,  Littlcfield,  Lowell  .Robert 
McCJellan,  McKennan,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall  Samson 
Mason,  Mathews,  Mattocks.  Medill,  Meriwother,  Mi  Her,  Mitchell,  ' 
Moore,  Newhard,Owsley,  Patridge,  Payne,Pickens,  Pope,  Ray- 
ner.  Read,  Reding,  Rencher»  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rogers.  W.  Rus- 
pell,  aaunden,  Bhtw,  Sheppord,  9teenrod,  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart, 


John  T.  Stuart,  Summsrs,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Trotii, 
Turney,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward,  WattersoD,  Weller,  and 
Wostbrook— 99. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committae  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina,  in  accord- 
ance with  '.he  notice  he  had^ given,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  the  bill  in  relation  (o  the  congressional 
district. 

Objection  was  made. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  addressed  the  House  at  length  in  re- 
ply to  the  genileman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Cdshino.]  He  had  supposed  that  the  present  ses- 
sion was  to  be  devoted  entirely  to  business,  and  the 
progress  made  thus  far  had  confirmed  his  expecta- 
tions. No  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  make  the 
hail  of  the  House  an  arena  for  party  conflicts  had 
appeared  until  yesterday,  when  the  remarkable 
spectacle  was  exhibited  of  a  special  friend  of  ihe 
present  Adoainistration  coming  here  to  throw  fire- 
brands into  the  House,  and  to  chsrge  the  majority 
with  neglecting  the  public  business.  This  charge 
of  neglect  of  the  public  business  by  the  Whig  par- 
ty was  the  war-cry  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session,  throughout  fts  progress,  at  its  close, 
and  during  the  recess.  It  seemed  that  the  same 
war-cry  was  now  lo  be  resumed. 

At  the  close  of  the  extra  session,  the  country 
was  told  that  the  President  would  propose  meas- 
ures of  relief  to  a  suffering  country.  A  measure 
was  presented  at  the  next  session,  and  referred  to 
a  committee  of  the  peculiar  fiiends  of  the  Presi- 
dent, who  had  ample  opportunities  to  digest  it. 
This  ccmmittee,  after  mutilating— that  was  the 
word — the  plan  of  the  President,  made  a  report, 
which  was  allowed  to  sleep  upon  the  table,  without 
any  attempt  to  have  it  taken  up,  until  near  the  end 
of  the  long  session. 

Mr.  CUSHING  here  rose,  and  remarked  that 
the  gentleman  was  in  error  as  to  this  statement. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  resumed.  The  country  had 
been  constantly  told  that  the  Whig  party  was 
responsible  for  the  want  of  proper  legislation 
by  Congres.^;  that  tbey  were  derelict  from  their 
duty.  He  had  supposed  that  this  warfare 
would  have  ceased,  and  that  all  prejudices 
would  be  surrendered  up  upon  the  common  al- 
tar of  pairiotif^m;  but  it  seemed  that  the  gentle- 
man 4rom  Massachusetts  had  taken  a  special 
ocoasion  to  evince  a  contrary  course  of  conduc^ 
The  gentleman  seemed  to  have  assumed  the  char- 
acter oi  auctioneer  for  this  bankrupt  Administra- 
tion, and  be  took  it  that  the  gentleman  would  be 
entitled  to  a  good  part  of  its  ffl^ects.  This  wa« 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  any  civilized  coun- 
try that  a  Government  bad,  throngh  the  person  of 
its  acknowledged  leader — a  man  doing  mo^t  of  its 
speaking,  and  much  of  its  thinking — stalked  into 
a  representative  assembly,  and  openly  put  up  tLe 
Administration  in  the  common  market  to  the 
highest  biddei !  The  gentleman  too,  spoke  by  au- 
thoiity,  and  not  on  mere  idle  rumor.  His  po.sition8 
were  not  thoughtlessly  taken,  for  they  tallied  with 
the  declarations  in  bis  Newbnryport  speech,  where- 
in he  affirmed  that  the  President  had  wished  to 
declare  that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate  for  a 
second  term.  From  whom  did  he  receive  this  in- 
formation? Of  course,  he  must  have  received  it 
from  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of  State,  be- 
cau>e  they  alone  could  have  furnished  it. 

He  referred  to  the  fact,  that  it  was  formerly 
charged  that  a  large  number  of  applications  for 
oflice  were  on  file  from  Whi^s  and  to  the  action  of 
the  Elouse  on  this  charge.  The  House  bad  called 
on  the  PresidenljTor  the  names  of  these  ap|)licants ; 
but  the  President  said  they  were  made  to  him  in 
confidence,  and  he  couM  not  communicate  them 
to  the  House.  How  did  the  fact  of  these  applica- 
tions having  bv*  en  made  get  out,  unless  from  the 
President  him -elf?  No  sooner  was  the  President 
called  on  for  the  names,  than  he  threw  himself  up- 
on the  reserved  ground  of  confidence. 

He  next  referred  to  the 'charge  that  negotiations 
were  entered  into  on  the  part  of  Whig  members 
of  Congress  to  prodace  a  continuation  of  the  late 


Cabinet  in  oflSce.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  b« 
hurled  the  charge  from  him  with  indignation.  He 
believed  the  charge  wholly,  unfounded,  and  called 
on  the  authors  of  it  to  name  the  men  who  bad 
made  any  such  proposition  to  the  BxecutiTe. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said  that 
the  Whig  party_of  which  he  was  once  so  able  a 
defender,  and  so  distinguished  a  member— was 
now  prostrate,  with  rta  bManner  trailed  in  the  dual, 
by  the  power  of  the  Executive.  The  gentlemaa 
said  they  were  da$hed  against  a  constitutional  fact. 
What  was  that  fact?  The  veto  power.  He  ob- 
served, it  was  the  duty  of  the  President  to  look 
around  him,  and  gain  support  where  he  could;  re- 
ferring particularly  to  the  minority  on  this  floor. 
The  gentleman  also  told  Ihe  minority  that  ihey 
would  be  dashed  to  pieces,  like  their  predecespors* 
unless  they  came  into  the  measures  of  the  Presi- 
dent; but  it  yet  remained  to  be  seen  wheiher  he 
would  get  a  bid.  Judging  from  the  expression  of 
opinion  by  the  leading  organ  cf  the  Democratic 
party,  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  inclined  to  think  that  do 
bid  would  be  offered  by  a  portion  of  that  party. 
He  thought,  from  givings-ont  in  various  quarters, 
that  the  Piesident  would  ultimately  have  to  resort 
to  this  '^constitutional  fact."  to  defend  himself 
against  a  large  portion  evenoif  that  party.  Indeed,  it 
was  doubtful  whether  there  would  be  bidders  from 
either  side.  « 

But  the  gentleman,  in  speaking  of  ithe  various 
candidates  for  the  Presidency^  had  declared  that 
there  were  persons  ccnnected  with  the  Administra- 
tion, who  would  yet  be  heard  upon  that  subject. 
The  friendsof  this  Administration  had  already  been 
heard  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern  porlien 
of  this  Union.  They  were  constantly  declaring 
that  a  storm  was  brewing.  Now,  he  thought  the 
word  bankrupt  was  the  only  word  applicable  to 
thisAdministratirn; — an  Administration  which,  an- 
der  the  voluntary  provision  of  the  bankrupt  law,  hy 
U^  acknowledged  chief,  had  put  itself  up  in  market 
to  the  highest  bidder. 

He  recollected  well— -though  he  wds  Tery  young 
at  the  time,  and  not  prepared  to  take  part  in  the 
political  discussions  of  the  day— that,  during  the 
Administration  of  the  distinguished  and  venerable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.ADABis,]  there 
arose  in  this  country  a  party,  who,  upon  the  bare 
supposition,  (which  was  dispelled  on  an  examiDa- 
tion  of  the  fac's) — upon  the  bare  suspicion  ib&t 
there  was  what  was  called  a  bargain,  intrigue,  and 
management  between  the  thru  head  of  the 
Administration,  and  another  distinanished  citi- 
zen who  was  a  member  of  his  Cabinet,  made 
it  a  subject  of  tie  most  bitter  and  vindiciiwe 
denunciation.  Yet,  notwithstanding  that  tliis 
part  of  our  history  was  still  fresh  in  the  rerol* 
lection  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts— 
when  we  see,  in  this  age  of  Republican  liberty,  a 
gentleman  descended  from  a  line  of  illustrioos 
Revolutionary  ancestry — coming,  too,  almost  froi|x 
the  yery  Cradle  of  Liberty,  and  acting  as  the  organ 
of  the  Administration  on  this  floor— boldly,' shame* 
lessly,  and  unblu«hingly  offering  the  spoils  of  of« 
fice  as  a  consideration  for  party  support,  we  ntay 
well  have  c«use  for  alarm.  How  many  clerk* 
ships  were  there  in  Philadelphia  to  be  disposed  of 
in  thiii  manner?  From  the  collector  down  to  the 
lowest  tide-waiter,  the  power  of  appointment  was 
to  be  directed  for  the  purpose  of  operating  on  the 
coming  Presidential  contest.  Who,  now,  woald 
charge  the  Whig  party  with  shaping  their  meas* 
nreswitha  tiewtothe  elevation  of  a  particular 
individual,  after  hearing  the  bold  and  open  aToiw- 
al  from  the  gentleman  that  the  present  Admin  119. 
tration  would  shape  their  measures  for  the  purpose 
of  operating  on  the  coming  contest?  Bat  (said 
Mr.  T.)  there  was  something  excecf^ingly  ridico* 
lous  in  the  idea  of  the  Administration  party — ^and 
such  a  party,  too  !«-coming  into  the  Repref entati we 
ball,  and  telling  its  members  that  it  had  the  power 
to  dispose  of  the  various  candidates  for  the  Presi* 
dency  at  its  pleasure,  and  controlling  the  votes  of 
nearly  three  millions  of  freemen  by  means  of  its 
veto  power,  and  the  power  of  appointment  and  re- 
moval. He  could  not  but  be  .struck,  on  reading 
theremsrkiTofHhe  gentleman  this  morning,  with 
the  similarity  between  them  and  a  remark  made 
by  one  of  the  oAcers  of  his  own  native  State. 
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This  man  (a  constable)  in  serving  a  process 
on  an  individnal,  (a  sturdy  farmer,)  found  some- 
what more  of  resistance  than  wss  to  be  ex- 
pected in  that  land  of  steady  habits.  He  was 
rudely  shaken  by  the  party  arrested;  upon  which, 
with  an  assumption  of  great  dignity  atd  import- 
ance, he  said:  **I  would  have  you  to  understaad 
that,  in  shaking,  me,  }oo  are  shaking  the  common- 
wealth "  So  it  was  with  ihc  gemlemao  from  Mas- 
aachuseitSy  who  assumed  so  much  power  and  im- 
portance for  his  party.  We  are,  said  he,  *'the 
fixed  fact"  around  this  Gfovernment  at  Washing- 
ton; and  this  fixed  fact  will  knock  your  brains  out 
if  you  don't  come  into  our  support.  We  bide  our 
time;  we  see  your  disagreements,  and  out  of  these 
disagreements  we  hope  the  Piesident  will  have 
some  control  over  future  events;  vbile  the  distin* 
gnished  men  *  around  him  will,  when  they  see 
proper^  ''have  a  word  to  say.'* 

This  idea  of  the  gentleman,  that  the  Administra- 
tion parly  will  be  able  to  decide  between  the  two 
gieat  parties  which  divided  the  country,  reminded 
him  of  an  anecdote  he  had  read  in  one  of  his 
Bchool-books.-  A  large  rooster  strnttpd  into  a  sta- 
ble, where  there  were  several  horses,  and,  flutter- 
ing  his  wings  with  great  importance,  said:  'Let  us 
take  care,  my  friends,  that  we  tread  not  on  each 
othei's  toeSi"  The  gentleman,  with  equal  airs  of 
importance,  assumed  that  the  veto  power,  and  all 
the  appointments  and  removal?,  were  so  to  be  di- 
rected as  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  coming  elec- 
tions of  1844.  All,  then,  that  the  gentleman  bad 
hitherto  said  about  the  President's  conscience,  and 
the  moral  and  religious  obligation  that  was  on  him 
to  exercise  this  veto  power  in  the  case  of  the  bank 
bills,  was  vain  declamation;  since  he  now  avowed 
that  this  power  was  to  be  exercised  for  party  and 
political  parposev.  In  all  the  contests  between 
General  Jackson  and  the  party  in  opposition  to 
him,  it  was  never  pretvnded  by  any  one  that  he 
used  the  veto  power  for  the  purpose  of  operating 
on  the  elections.  It  was  charged  against  him,  that, 
in  the  n&e  of  the  power,  he  stx  hia  own  will  up  in 
opposition  to  that  of  the  people,  as  expressed 
through  their  representatives  in  Congress,  and  in 
carrying  out  the  Constitution  as  he,  and  not  they, 
understood  it;  but  lio  one  ever  charged  him  with 
using  it  for  party  and  political  purposes.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  complained  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  bad  been  badly 
treated;  and  that  he  himself  had  been  badly  treated 
by  the  Whig  party.  The  gentleman  said  yester- 
day that  he  and  his  friend  from  Virginia,  who  sat 
near  him,  [Mr.  Wise,]  had  been  giossly  abused — 
had  been  called  traitors. 

Mr.  GUSHING  begged  leave  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman. He  made  no  complaint;  but  said  that 
bjs  friend  from  Virginia  and  himself  had  bad  more 
than  their  share  of  the  obloquy  which  fell  on  all 
public  men. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continaed.  If  the  gentleman 
did  not  complain  yesterday,  he  wou!d  go  back  to 
former  timef,  when  he  did  complain.  He  would 
refer  to  his  speech  to  his  consuiuents,  and  to  his 
speech  at  the  last  setsloo,  when  he  coraplained 
that  a  caucus  dication  had  arisen  which  directed 
the  most  bitter  and  violent  deoonciattons  against 
bim,  and  die  Administration  wi>h  which  he  acted. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this  charge  against  the  Whig 
party,  the  gentleman  complained  cf  being  badly 
tftiated.  J 

The  gentleman  commenced  this  w^r  himself. 
When  the  members  ofihe  Whig  party  felt  them- 
selves bound  to  declare  that  they  absolved  them- 
selves from  all  connexion  with  the  President,  and 
that  they  would  be  no  longer  responuble  for  his 
measures,  the  gentleman,  in  a  speech  on  that  floor, 
said  that  they  bad  been  compelled  to  take  that 
course  by  caucus  dictation.  The  manifesto- Whigs 
of  the  extra  session  proclaimed  to  the  world  that 
they  owed  no  farther  obligation  to  support  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Tyler;  that  be  had  soiled 
the  pure  ermine  which  had  been  thrown  around 
bim;  that  he  brought  reboke^nd  degradation  on 
the  office  he  filled;  and  that  they  could  no  longer 
be  rssponsibfe  for  his  administration.  We  were 
not  ashamed  (said  Mr.  T.)  to  go  before  the  country 
and  tell  the  people  that  we  were  disappointed  in 
the  man  whom  we  had  elevated  to  power;  and,  in  II 


all  the  subsequent  developments  of  his  policy,  our 
predictions  were  folly  verified.  Referring  to  Mr. 
Spencer'a  letter,  Mr.  T.  said  that,  supposing  the 
President  did  make  a  proposition  to  his  Cabinet 
that  he  would  decline  being  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, did  it  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  other  facts  dialed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
were  authorized  to  be  inferred  by  him?  All  that 
took  place  on  that  occasion  would  have  been  con- 
sidered, by  any  man  of  common  intelligence,  as 
perfectly  incongruous  with  the  matter  then  before 
the  Cabinei.  If  the  President  was  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Government,  (as  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,)  how  supremely  ridicu- 
lous was  it  for  him  to  declare  that  he  would  not 
be  considered  a  candidate  for  re-election,  just  be- 
cause his  opinions  were  at  variance  with  those 
held  by  another  ce-ordinate  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  relatipn  to  the  bank  billf",  Mr.  T.  said  that  the 
Secretary  of  State,  [Mr.  Webster,]  in  a  letter  written 
b)  him  neatly  at  the  close  of  that  session,  was  the 
first  who  intimated  a  desire  for  the  postponement 
of  that  qnesiioD:  he  said  it  was  the  President's  de- 
sire that  the  bank  bills  should  be  postponed  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  The  same  thing  was 
communicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts himself  to  his  constituents;  and  yet,  with 
the^e  fac's  staring  him  in  the  face,  the  Secretary 
of  War  said  that  the  proposition  came  from  the 
Whig  party  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
cf  the  bank  bill,  on  the  condition  that  the  President 
would  retain  the  members  of  his  Cabinet  in  office. 

But  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  T.  said)  most  singu- 
lar that  the  doctrines  held  by  the  gentleman  in 
1834,  on  the  subject  of  the  veto  power,  could  have 
been  uttered  by  a  gentleman  who  now  regarded  it  as 
the  mere  instrnment-of  party,  to  be  used  to  operate 
on  the  elections  to  be  held.  Mr.  T.  here  read  co- 
pious extracts  from  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  C, 
in  1834,  at  Fanenil  Hall,  in  which  the  exercise  of 
the  veto  power  by  General  Jackson  was  comment- 
ed on, with  much  severity.  After  some  further  re- 
marks, Mr.  T.  said  he  had  one  inquiry  to  make 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  It  remain- 
ed now  for  the  country  to  know  who  it  was  on  that 
floor  that  was  prepared  to  receive  this  proffer  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration  for  executive  sup- 
port. The  sentleman  had  not  made  this  proposi- 
tion to  the  Whig  party,  for  he  told  them  that  they 
had  butted  their  brains  out  against  the  bucklers  of 
executive  authority;  but  he  understood  him  as  ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  minority.  It  remained, 
therefore,  for  them  to  tell  the  country  whether  ihey 
were  prepared  to  consummate  the  alliance  thus 
proffered.  In  propositions  of  this  nature,  silence 
was  sometimes  considered  as  giving  consent;  and  it 
became  them,  therefore,  to  speak  cut,  lest  their 
silence  might  be  taken  as  an  acceptance  of 
the  proposals.  The  leadina  organ  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  told  them  this  morning  that  that 
branch  of  it  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
this  alliance;  but  he  wished  to  hear  what  was  said 
on  that  floor  on  the  subject.  He  did  hear  one  gen- 
tleman say  that  he  had  a  great  mind  to  make  a  bid, 
but  he  was  afraid  that  the  people  would  not  sanc- 
tion the  baigain.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts came  out  boldly  and  openly  with  his  pro 
position.  He  put  the  Administration  up  to  the 
highest  bidder,  pnd  played  the  auctioneer  with  con- 
siderable ekill  and  ability.  "Going,  going,**  said 
the  gentleman;  "can't  I  get  a  higher  bid?*  [Laugh- 
ter, and  cries  of  "A  postponed  sale.*'] 

The  gentleman  exulted  in  the  fate  of  the  Whig 
party,  and  told  them  with  much  satisfaction  that 
their  party  was  destroyed.  Now,  let  him  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, in  the  utmost  sincerity  of  his  heart,whet  her  he 
did  not  frel  some  little  mortification  aifd  regret  when 
he  f  aw  the  banner  under  which  he  bad  so  often 
rallied  trailing  in  the  dust,  and  trampled  under  the 
feet  of  those  against  whom  he  had  fought  for  so 
many  years?       .   t 

After  a  few  more  remarks,  not  distinctly  heard 
by  the  reporter.  Mr.  T.  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  E! VERETT  obtained  the  floor,  and,  with  a 
few  preliminary  remarks,  moved  the  ^previous 
question.  Before  taking  the  question  on  this 
motion,  however,  Mr.  B.  asked  that  there  might 
be  a  call  of  the  House. 


Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Indiana  appealed  to  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  to  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  until  he,  or  soma  gentleman 
on  his  side  of  the  House,  could  be  heard  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  EVERETT  refused  to  comply. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said,  if  he  could  make  bo  bet« 
ter  arrangement,  he  would  undertake  to  renew 
the  motion,  if  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  it. 

M.r.  EVERETT  insisted  on  his  motion. 

The  question  was^  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
a  call  of  the  House,  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BRIG6S  called  for  tellers  on  s.-conding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question.  Tellers,  how- 
ever, were  not  appointed;  and  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  was  negatived. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
House.  The  question  of  repealing  the  bankrupt 
law,  he  said,  had  created  considerable  sensation  in 
that  House.  He  originally  voted  against  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law,  but  not  because  he  was  opposed  to  a 
well-regulated  bankrupt  system;  and  he  should 
vote  for  the  repeal  bill,  because  he  conceived  a 
Urge  majority  of  the  American  people  bad  decided 
against  the  bill  as  it  was.  But  he  was  free  to  say 
that  he  believed  the  bankrupt  law  of  the  extra  ses- 
sion had  dene  its  worst;  or,  in  the  language  o/  the 
gentleman,  from  Vermont,  who  was  its  advocate, 
it  had  answered  the  purpose  of  its  passage;  or 
rather,  he  (Mr.  K)  might  say,  the  purpose  of 
those  who  passed  it.  It  had  given  the  advantage 
to  many,  who  were  not  entitled  to  it,  to  get  rid  of 
their  honest  debts;  and  now,  when  the  time  had  ar- 
rived at  which  many  honest  men  would  take 
advantage  of  its  provisions,  it  was  to  be  repealed. 
He  responded,  then,  fully  to  the  observation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont — that  it  had  accom- 
plished its  object;  and  he  (Mr.  K.)  would  now 
vote  against  its  repeal,  if  on  this  bill  they  could 
engraft  a  good  one^ne  that  would  be  prospective 
in  its  operation,  and  that  should  include  corpora- 
tions within  its  provii^ions.  But,  as  he  had 
said,  he  should  now  vote  for  the  repeal  bill, 
because  the  American  people  had  said  it  must  be 
repealed.  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say 
that  the  manner  and  the  mode  of  the  passage  of 
that  law  were  objectionable  to  him,  and  the  House 
must  excuse  him  if  bespoke  plainly  on  that  sub- 
ject. What,  then,  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  bill  became  the  law  of  the  land?  He 
understood  one  purpose  to  be,  that  it  might  be  the 
means  of  parsing  other  laws — that  was  the  under- 
standing he  bad  at  the  time  of  its  passage;  but  be 
had  rince  heard  it  avowed  by  members  on  that 
floor — not  in  their  capacity  as  members,  certainly— 
that  it  was  passed  to  carry  the  elections  in  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Maine.  ^ 

He  now  understood  that  it  was  feared  by  Whig 
gentlemen  on  that  floOr,  that,  unless  they  passed 
the  bankrupt  law,  the  Whig  party  would  lose  the 
Slates  of  New  York  and  Maine;  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  Whigs  carrying  those  Slates,  the 
bankrupt  law  was  enacted.  He  had  heard  some 
gentlemen  say  since,  that,  though  they  had  paid 
the  consideration,  they  had  not  received  the 
equivalent,  [laughter,]  and  he  supposed  their  de- 
feat operated  on  some  of  those  gentlemen,  and 
prompted  them  to  this  summary  execution.  [Re- 
newed laughter]  Ye?,  because  the  Whigs,  in- 
stead of  carrying  those  States  as  they  bargained, 
were  rioted  «*  horse,  fool,  and  dragoouF,*'  they 
would  take  back  the  bill.  [Laughter.]  Now,  if 
that  bill  was  pa&sed  with  any  such  object,  it  was 
an  unholy  and  dishonorable  combination  to  be- 
tray the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Bat  he  repeated,  the  mode  and  manner  of  the 
passage  of  that  bill  rendered  it  as  obnoxious  to 
bim  as  the  principles  it  contained.  He  objected  to 
it,  first,  because  of  what  it  did  contain;  and,  sec- 
ondly, because  of  what  it  did  not.  That  bill  ouRht 
never  to  have  been  made  to  operate  retrospectively, 
or  on  debts  already  contracted;  for  that  was,  in  ef- 
fect, to  repudiate  those  contracts,  and  it  was  a  wi- 
ping of  them  out  with  a  congressional  sponge.  On 
tha!  account,  then,  it  became  odious  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.  But,  furthf  r:  it  ought  to  have  con- 
tained a  provision  to  embrace  corporations  issuing 
paper  as  money;  and  it  became  odious  to  the  Amer^ 
ican  people  also  on  account  of  that  omission.   An^ 
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hence  (he  people  demanded  its  repeal,  and  repealed 
it  mast  he.    So  mnch  for  the  bill  itself. 

That  debate  was  opened  with  a  long  lamenta- 
ble story  of  the  great  defeat  that  was  caused  to  the 
universal  Whif?  party; and  he  (Mr.  KcmaEDT)  ah- 
solnt^ly  felt  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  for  those  gen- 
tlemen, [ianghter ;]  his  heart  was  warm  and  ten- 
der, and,  ihoDghhe  coold  war  with  the  Wh'g  party 
— ^yea,  to  the  knife,azid  from  the  knife  to  the  hilt — 
yet,  when  the  gentleman  frooa  New  York  [Mr  Bar- 
hard]  spoke  of  their  labors  so  dolorously — when  be 
spoke  of  their  labors  as  like  those  of  some  poor 
creature  (whose  name  he  had  forgotten)  vho, 
throagh  a  long  summer  day,  rolled  a  barrel  full  of 
atones  np  a  hill,  [roars  of  laughter]  was  then  met 
by  somebody  who  knocked  them  down  again  :— 
yes,  when  he  heard  this  lamentable  story,  and 
this  afflictive  comparison,  he  almo.«t  shed  tears 
over  the  fall  of  the  "universal"  Whig  jparty. 
[Ro&rs  of  laughter]  Truly,  the  Whig  pany  had 
been  rolling  siones  up  the  hill  of  public  opinion  ; 
yea,  even  in  the  very  teeih  of  ibe  American  people, 
and  in  despite  of  iho^e  principles  whose  declaration 
had  been  made.  For  the  last  quarter  of  a  century 
they  had  been  rolling  them  up  with  immense  labor, 
amd.  now,  verily,  they  were  knocked  back  again. 
[Laughter.] 

He    would    now   enter  into    that  part  of  the 
debate  which  had  been   called  the  **  desultory'^ 
part.    [Laughter.]    The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Gushing]  had  said  the  Whig  party 
had    broken    themselves    to    atoms   against   the 
buckler  of  Executive  power,  or  again&t  "a  con- 
stitutional  fact."     [Lanehter.]     Now,  be  cculd 
tell  the  gentleman  from  Massachunetts  that  be  was 
mistaken,  and  he  [Mr.  K  ]  would  correct  him;  for 
be  intended,  as  he  went  along,  to  strike  both  at  the 
right  and  at  the  left.    The  gentleman  was  wrong, 
th»n,    in   supposing     that  the  Whig    part^   had 
broken  themseWes  into  atoms  against  either  £c- 
ecutive  power.  Executive  vetoes,  or  "  a  constitu- 
tional fact."    No,  they  had  broken  themselves  to 
atoms    by    attempting    to    roll    stones    up   the 
hill    of  public   opinion.     The    truth    was,   the 
bankrupt    act,   together    with   divers  other  acts, 
were  concocted  and  carried  through  the  House 
of   Representatives,     and     sent    to    the    Senate 
as  one  grand  whole;  and   they  were  to  be  forced 
through  together.    He  (Mr.  K.)  admitted  that  a 
great  effort  was  made;  and  he  would  admit,  if  gen- 
tlemen bt  lie  ved  those  mea&u res  were  intended  for 
the  public  good,  that   they  did    themselves  great 
credit  in  forcing  ihem  through;  for  he  believed,  if 
his  constituents  meant  him  to  do  a  thing,  he  wonid 
do  it  with  all  bis  might.     But,  with  those  gentle- 
men, it  was  a  mistake  that  the  American  people 
had  ever  decided  in  favor  of  those  measures.    The 
truth  wa?,  that  in  the  last  campaign  iley  pUyed  a 
game  of  *'hide  and  go  seek;"  they  put  candidates 
on  their  ticket  of  unknown  politics — men  who  conid 
be  said  to  be  one  thing  in  one  part  of  the  country, 
and  another  thing  in  another  pan;  and  thus  they  ral- 
lied that  portion  of  the  community  that  was  with  nei- 
ther party,  and  thus  they  weie  enabled  to  break 
down  the  solid  phalanx  of  Democracy.  But  soon  re- 
curred that  which  every  man  of  foresight  would 
have  anticipated — playing,  fighting,  and  quarreling 
with  each  other;  and  now  they  had  heard  threaten- 
ings  of  the  total  distinction  of  the  ''universal" 
Whig  party.    But  the  party  to  which  he  (Mr. 
Kenhedt)  belonged  was  also  threatened  with  the 
dangsr  of  beicg  dashed  to  pieces  on  Executive  au- 
thority.   He  did  not  speak  by  authority;  but  he 
spoke  as  one  of  the  51^,000  or  53,000  Democrats  of 
the  Hoosier  State—and  he  was  ihe  only  one  tliat 
had  the  right   to  speak  there,  [laughter]— and  he 
would  say,  that  if  he  mtist  bid  at  all,  he  should  be 
cautious  to  ascertain   whether  the  bids  were  to  be 
called  out  verbally  or  in  writing;  for,  in  the  firit 
ease,  he  should  be  afraid  of  a  want   of  authority 
to   make   the  offer;  and,   in    the  next  place,  he 
should   fear  a  forgery.    So  far,  however,  as  the 
Democracy  that  he  repre^^entcd  on   that  floor  was 
concerned,  he  could  say  that  they  had  no  poliiical 
alliances  to  form  with  any  men-^ihey    had  no 
threats  to  fear  from  any  quarer — ^for  ibey  had  but 
one  set  of  uniform,  straight-forward    principles; 
and  so  far  as  the  Executive  was  concerned,  or 
^nybody  with  the  Executive,->^o  far  as  that  Execa- 
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tive  would  carry  out  the  principles  of  their  party, 
so  far  would  they  stand  by   him,  and  not  an  inch 
further.     Bur,  for  himself  and  his  consiiiuents,  he 
must  s^y  that  they  were  above  the  acceptance 
•  of   office.      If  oae    of  his    Democratic    friends 
should  ask  him  (Mr.  K  )  to    use  his  influence 
to  gel  that  friend  an  office,  he  would  reply,  No,  sir. 
And  why?   B-  cauFe  he  thought  it  was  not  rigV,t  that 
they  should  hold  office  under  this  Administration. 
Nor  di<l  he  think  it  right  that  th^y  should  hold  of- 
fice under  the  late  Administration,   when   the  de- 
ceased Executive  wa»  in  the  presidential  ch3ir;  and 
for  reasons  which  he  had  avowed,  both  there  and 
elsewhere,  to  the  world.    He  held  that  John  Tyler 
was  right  in  putting  only  such  men  into  office 
as  would  give  a  fair,  and  candid,  and  liberal  sap- 
port  to  bis  Administration — ^if  such  could  be  found. 
[Roars  of  laughter  ]     He  (Mr.  Kkitnxdt)  cared 
not  who  the  Executive  might  be.     No  one  wohM 
hear  him  denounce  the  Executive  for  putting  such 
persons  in  office,  and  removing  those  of  an  oppo- 
site description.    It  was  riehi  that  it  should  be  so ; 
for  the  Executive  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Administration,  and  he  ought  to  carry  cti%  as  he 
had    the    responsibility    of,    his    own    meisurea. 
Should  he  be  told  that  there  shou'd  be  enemies  in 
the  camp,  to  undermine  the  measures  which  the 
Executive  designed '  for  the  good  of  the  country? 
No;  it  would  be  suicidal.    He,  therefore,  said  to 
his  Democratic  friends  that,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  believed  it  to  be  right  that  John  Tyler's 
friends  should  have  the  offices  if  ihey  were  qaali* 
fled  to  discharge  the  duties  and  to  give  faithful 
service*  to  the  country.    But  to  return  to  another 
question.     He   knew  not  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Mas<«achusetis  [Mr.  Gushing]  intended  to 
horrify  them   with  the  threat  of  veices  to  be  exer- 
cised hereafter,  when  the  Democratic  party  should 
have  the  majority  on  that  floor;  but,  as  he  under- 
stood him,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  sprke 
to  the  effiect  that  the  Whics  had  been  in  power  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  thev  had  passed  a  United  States 
Bank  bill,  nnd  other  adverse  measures,  which  the 
President  had   vetoed;  and  those  vetoes  had  de- 
stroyed that  party.    The  Democrats  were  coming 
into  power;  for  they  would  have  a  majority  in  the 
next  Congress:  and,  if  they  persisted  in  adhering 
to  their  old  false  notions  in  favor  of  a  sub-treasury, 
instead  of  taking  the  exchequer,  (which  was  the 
next  thing  to  a  subtreasqr);  and,  if  they  would 
leave  it  with  him  for  a  few  minutes,  he  would  make 
it  a  good  one,)  they   would  be  vetoed  too.     He 
knew  not  whether  thi«  version  was  the  correct  one; 
hut  he  wou!d  tell  that  gentleman  what  his  (Mr. 
Kennedt^s)  own  views  were  on  that  subject.    He 
did  not  expect  to  be  in  the  next  Congress  at  all;  he 
was  told  that  his  constituents  had  some  objection, 
[laughter:]  if,  however,  it  should  be  his  good  or 
bad  fortune  to  be  a  member  of  the  next  Con- 
gress,   he    .•"bould    vote    for    just    such    meas 
ures  as   coinciled  with  his    judgment,  right  or 
wrong.      If  right,   and   the  Erecutive  approved 
them,  well   and  good;  but  if  ihe  Executive  vetoed 
them,  he  would  tell  the  Hou^e  what  he  would  not 
do; — he  would  not  turn  round  and  commence  a  de- 
nunciation of  the  Executive;  he  would  not,  be- 
cau5e   the  President  had  crossed  his  purposes,  by 
a  frank  discharge  of  what  he  honestly  conceived 
to   be  his  duty,  lake  advantage  of  that  circum- 
stance, to  tear  in  pieces   the  Constitution  which 
governed  his  country.    He  would  tell  gentlemen 
that  he  looked  upon  the  Constitution  as  the  great 
palladium  of  his  country's  safety.    He  would  also 
say,  that  if  he  were  consulted  in  the  future  opera- 
tions of  Congress*,  he  would  not  give  him  occasion 
to  use  the  veto  power  against  them. 

He  had  noticed  what  effect  the  course  which 
had  been  pursued  had  had  on  the  Western  people; 
and  if  there  was  one  characteristic  which  the 
American  people  admired  more  than  another,  and 
which  they  would  rally  round  and  sustain  more 
than  anj^  other,  it  wa?!  a  bold  and  fearless  discharge 
of  duty,' regardless  of  all  consequence.  He  had 
never  seen  the  time  yet  (ani  he  hoped  he  never 
should  see  the  time)  when  the  veto  power  was  ex- 
crcifcd  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  the 
people.  It  never  had  been  exerci?ed,  that  the 
American  people  had  not  rallied  round  and  sus- 
tained it.    They  rallied  by  instinct  around  the 


man  who  had  thecotirage  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  his  duties.  Qeneral  Jackson  avowed  himself 
ready  to  "take  the  responsibility;"  aad  what  armed 
that  maa*s  arm,  and  strengthened  It  like  iron?  It 
was  that  fearless  characteristic  which  gave  evi- 
dence of  hoDesty  of  purpose. 

The  people  believed  bim  to   be  hones:  when 
be  had  the  nerve  to  do  what  he  believed  to  be  his 
duty,  regardless  of  all  consequences;  and  thus  it 
was  that  General  Jackson  became  the  idci  of  hii 
country.    He  (Mr.  KxNNEDT)~had  no  disposition 
to  make  John  Tyler  a  greater  man  than  God  Al- 
mighty made  him ;  and,  therefore,  he  n<ver  should, 
so  far  as  he  was.  concerned,  give  him  the  opportu- 
nity to  strike  the  Democratic  party  with  the  vetoe*. 
All  hoped   they  would  get  a  man  that  would  ap- 
prove their  measures.     He  repeated,  he  hid  no  de- 
sire to  make  John  Tyler  a  greater  man  than  he 
was  intended  to  be  by  God  and  nature;  but  he  aaust 
do  him  justice.    He  believed  John  Tyler  was  an 
honest  kmd   of  an  old  soul ;    [roars  rf    laugh- 
ter;]   be    believed    John  Tyler    was  as  hooeat 
as  any  man  they  ever  had  or  wished  to  have, 
[laughter;]  he  did  not  think  that  John  Tyler  was 
as  great  a  man  as  General  Jackson  by  a  coostder- 
able  spell,  [roars  of  laughter.}    But  he  was  as  hoa- 
est  a  man  as  they  bad  ooeasion  for,  [renewed 
laughter;]  and  he  beh'eved  a  majority  of  the  people 
thought  so   too;  though  he  was  also  of  opinion 
that,  notwithstanding  all  the  storms  that   might 
be  raised  in  the  country,  he  would  never  again 
be  put  into  the  presidential  chair.    No,  bat  he 
would  be  permitted  to  retire  with  a  good  honest 
name.  ^[Laughter.]     It  was  true,  some  individ- 
uals would  bespatter  bim  with  abase,  and  attack 
his   character:   he  had  already  been   denounced 
as    a    traitor — ^but    to   what?    To    bis    country? 
No;  no  man  ever  dared    say  that  John  Tyler 
was  a  traitor  to  his  country.    Well,  then,  he  haii 
be<^n  called  a  traitor  to  bis  party;  and  the  very  men 
who  made  that  denunciation  were  (be  men  who 
denounced  General  Jackson,  because  be  would  do 
what  bis  party  wished  him   te  do.    Now  he  (Mr. 
Kennedy )  was  a  party  man;  he  was   radical  to 
the  root;  he  was  the  most  ultra  man  they  ever  saw; 
and  if  even  John  T>  ler  could  get  the  nomination 
of  the  national  convention  which  they  were  to  have 
soon,  he  i^ould  go  for  him.    His  colleague  [Mr. 
Thompson]  had  expressed  the  hope  that  he  might 
get  a  chance  to  attack  one  of  the  sonthein  pillars 
of  Democracy,  and,  if  that  wish  should  be  gratified 
by  the  nomination  of  that  distinguished  man,  be  [Mr 
Kennedy]  should  say  Amen;  aad  for  that  chief  .ain  he 
would  do  battle  wiih  as  much  pleasure  as  for  any 
gentleman  in  these  broad  States.  And  further,  if  his 
colleague  supposed  that  that  gentleman  would  be 
the  most  weak  adversary  hecunldfindin  the  Dem- 
ocratic ranks,  if  he  became  their  standard  bearer, 
he  was  very  much  miNtaken.    He  would  tell  the 
gf  ntleman  further,  thai   they  were  goipg  to  have  a 
great  national  convention,  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Piesidency;  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining the  spoils,  or  of  getting  over  that  ''fact***- 
[laugbter]~for,  however,  pleasant  that  might  be,  it 
was  a  secondary  question  with  the  Democracy— l)ut 
for  the  maintenance  of   certain    great  principles 
and  ereat  measures  of  these  United  States.    [Cries 
of  "Name  ihem.^']  Well,  he  would  give  them  fome 
of  them.]    Cries  of  *'No,  no;  go  on.»J    Well,  be 
supposed  they  were  pretty  well  known;  and  if  there 
were  any  gentlemen  there  who  were  not  acquainted 
with  Democratic  principle*,  he  would  ref^r  them 
back  to  their  horn-books,  for  they  were  as  plain  as 
the  simple  elements  of  the  language  in  which  they 
were  written.     He  repeated,  then,  that  they  were 
going  to  have  a  convention;  and,  whenever  they 
met,  if  they  did  not  promulgate  what  their  princi- 
ples were,  in  black  and  white,  50  that  every  man 
in  the  country  could  be  informed,  be  (Mr.  E.) 
would  not  vote  with  them. 

But  when  they  were  published,  they  would  be 
found  to  be  no  tfibble  medley  of  poli  ie*.  They 
would  not  avow  a  United  States  Bank  here,  and 
anti-bank  principles  ihere;  a  larifi^  here,  and  anti- 
tariff  sentiments  then-;  a  bankrupt  law  here,  and 
an  opposition  to  a  bankrupt  law  there;  distribution 
here,  and  opposiiion  to  di&lribui<on  there.  He 
fouerht  in  no  Mich  ranks.  His  party^s  creed  weald 
be  known  to  the  wuild.    They  would  say  what 
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tbey  would,  and  wiiat  they  wonld  not  do;  and  if 
John  Tyler  could  answer  the  catechism,  and  get 
the  oofliination  of  that  conveDiion,  he  (Mr.  K ) 
supposed  he  would  be-  good  enough  for  him, 
[laughter^]  noiwith8taQdiog-.all  the  corrup  ion  with 
which  John  Tylet  bad  been  aurrounded;  [renewed 
laughter;]  and  it  was  surprising  how  men  might  be 
corrupted  by  bad  example.  [Roars  of  laughter.] 
But  the  vetoes,  and  some  of  the  acts  of  John  Tyler, 
be  approved;  and  be  was  net  disposed  to  shut  the 
door  against  any  man  who  was  of  the  right 
stamp. 

Let  the  House  t)n]y  think  for  a  moment  of  an 
administration  with  Daniel  Webster  and  John  C. 
Spencer  as  its  high  priests,  endeavoring  to  rrcom- 
mend- itself  to  the  Democracy.    [Laughter.]    He 
thought  it  would  be  as  easy  to  graft  a  crab  apple 
upon  an  orange  tree,  as  to  make  Daniel  Webster 
a  Democrat.    [Laughter]    But  he  believed  Mr. 
Webster  had  declared  somewhere  in  Virginia  that 
he   was  aDemocrat^a  Jefiersonian  Democrat. 
Ik  voire:  "At  Patchogue.'*]  He,  for  one,  confessed 
that  he  was  prejudiced  against  him,  and  ever  had 
been.      It  was   not   until    lately,  when  he  was 
abused  and  denounced  by  the  Wbigs,  that  he  bed 
begun  to  inquire  minutely  into  his  real  character. 
He  confessed  that  the  abuse  of  the  Whigs  had  led 
him  to  believe  there  might  possibly  be  some  vir- 
tue in  Daniel  Webster,  after  all  that  bad  been  said 
against  him,  and  noiwiihstandicg    he  bad  ever 
thought  him  a  political  loper  from  head  to  foot. 
But  since  those  men  who  had  gone  and  drunk  Mr. 
Webster*s  wine  on  the  right  of  ihe  passage  of  the 
bankrupt  law — those  men  who  had  been  once  so 
gracious  with  him— bad  begun  to  abase  him,  he 
(Mr.  K.)  had  looked  a  little  more  into  his  history. 
If,  upon  a  cirse  examination  of  his  life  and  char- 
acter, he  could  find  one  green  spot  to  rest  his  eye 
upon,  be  would  even  consent  to  admit  him  into  the 
Democratic  party;  but  only  as  a  private,  doing  bat- 
tle in  the  ranks.     [Laughter  ]    As  to  bargains,  he 
would  tell  his  colleague  [Mr.  Thompson]  on  be- 
half of  the  Demociats  of  the  Hoosier  State,   that 
they  wonld  make  none  whatever. 

He  did  not  understand  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Cdsbimg]  as  having  set  up  the  Ad- 
ministration to  the  highest  bidder,  although  he 
must  confess  the  remarks  of  (he  gentleman  had  a 
powerful  squinting  that  way.  [laughter  ]  What 
be  understood  the  gentleman  to  state,  was,  that  the 
dominant  party  in  the  House  had  become,  by  its 
course  with  regard  to  the  President,  no  more  than 
a  faction;  that  they  were  disposed  to  trample  un- 
der foot  all  regard  for  the  Constitution,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  in  order  to  put  down  Mr. 
Tyler;  uid  that  they  manifisted  a  spleen,  unbecom- 
ing ihe  character  of  American  Representatives.  He^ 
did  not  certainly  understand  the  gentleman  as 
meaning  any  more  than  that  John  Tyler,  thus 
situated,  and  thus  opposed  by  the  majority 
in  Congrev,  should  carry  on  the  Government  by 
the  best  means  in  bis  power.  John  Tyler  was 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  bound  to  per- 
form his  duties  as  such.  It  was  immaterial  to  (he 
people  who  was  President,  but  very  important  to 
them  that  the  Qovemment  should  not  be  stopped. 
If  John  Tyler  f^nnd  the  Whig  party  ever  blockirg 
him  up,  and  opposing  all  efforts  on  his  part  to  ad- 
minister the  Qovernment,  he  (Mr.  K.)  heJd  that  it 
was  not  only  his  right,  but  his  duty,  as  Presklent, 
to  look  beyond  that  party,  and  to  every  part  of  the 
ooniineot,  for  aid.    ' 

He  hoped  Ihe  Democratic  party  would  not  lake 
the  le^ponsibiiiiy  of  the  acts  of  the  present  Admin- 
is  ration.  Yet  he  would  never  vote  against  any 
measure  whatever,  merely  en  aeeount  of  its  beirg 
r«coraj&eiided  by  John  Tyler.  He  should  vote  for 
whatever  he  th^ughi  right,  let  who  might  recom- 
mend it.  Nor  would  he  join  with  those  vhose  ob- 
ject was  to  break  dovn  John  Tyler. 

After  the  general  rout  which  the  Whig  pariy 
b^d  sustained  ^nce  jibe  adjournment  of  the  la«t 
session  of  Congress,  he  had  supposed  they  would 
have  been  taught  wisdom,  and  have  changed  their 
Whipping  was  benc6cial  in  its  effect  upoa 


icne. 


children  generally,  and  so  he  thought  it  would  be 
Upon  the  Wbigs.  Never  did  s  party  so  much  nerd 
taking  down.  None  was  ever  no  hanghty,  fo  pre- 
s^ti^tig)  so  s^lf- conceited.    Well  did  he  remember 


the  declaration  of  (he  imperious  tenant  of  A^^h- 
land,  that  the  Dem(  craiic  party  was  like  a  crimi^ 
nal  under  the  gallows,  waiting  only  fcr  the  signal 
of  execution,  on  account  of  its  manifold  crimes ! 
Yes!  the  Democratic  party  was  insulted  and  up- 
braided by  a  lik-  ning  to  the  doomed  convict  with 
the  hallei  about  the  neck!  and  such  were  the  ex^ 
pressions  uttered  in  relation  to  that  parly  by  the 
sage  of  Ashland,  and  repeated  by  his  white  Char- 
lies all  over  the  country!    Indeed,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  whole  Whig  patty  were  acting  as  a 
band   of  tyrants  during  the  extra,  and  even  at 
the  last  session  of  Cosgress.    At  these  sessions, 
all  freedom  of  discn^ion  was  effectually  set  aside, 
the  gag  introduced,  and  the  legislation  of  this  ball 
mtide  to   play  second    fiddle  to    proceedings  in 
caucus.    Bat  he  must  in  a  measure  exculpate  bis 
Whig  friends  for  what  they  had  done  so  badly.  He 
did  not  accuse  them  of  having  perpetrated  all  the 
mischief  of  which  ihey  were  the  authors  on  pur- 
postf  but  only  on  account  of  their  ignorancs  ol  the 
business  of  legislation.  They  knew  not  how  to  man- 
age. They  had  been  too  long  out  of  power.  They  bad 
been  on  the  grass  until  they  became  lank  and  lean. 
The  eonsequf nee  was,  that  their  conduct  at  every 
step  wasmarked  by  excesses;  and  such  a  set  of  Irgis- 
lators  he  hpped  never  again  to  see.    They  intro- 
duced the  hour  role,  the  gag,  the  dictation  of  cau- 
cussf s;  and  manifested  a  high  degree  of  hauteur  in 
all  their  proceedings.    Supposing  that  they  had 
been  effectually  checked  by  the  late  election,  he 
had  written  to  his  friends  in  Indiana,  thai  ihey 
were  chopfallen  and    in  low  spirits — da&hed  to 
atoms,  2is  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts   [Mr. 
Coshing]  remarked.     He  hoped  that  the  fact  that 
congressional   President-makicg  had  broken  down 
one  party,  would  be  an  effectual  warning  to  others 
to  let  the  people  alone  make  Presidents  hereafter. 

He  next  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  manner  in 
which  ih's  personal  and  parly  debase  had  begun, 
and  traced  the  origin  of  it  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman fromuTennessee,  [Ifr.  AaMOLoJ  who  poured 
out  bile,  like  a  sluice,  against  the  present  Adminis- 
tration,and  what  he  termed  the  ^^subterranean  Dem- 
ocrats.'' The  commencement  of  the  debate  lay  wjih 
the  opposite  side  of  the  tlouse;  and  he  (Mr.  K  )bad 
never  known  the  time  cf  the  House  to  be  consumed 
by  a  party  debate,  which  dii  not  originate  with  the 
Whigs.  Heretofore,  during  the  present  session, 
S!marting  under  their  recent  lashing,  they  had  d  r- 
borne  to  enter  into  a  personal  and  party  debate. 
Of  late,  hotcever,they  had  forgotten  their  whipping 
by  the  people,  and  launched  out  into  their  former 
violent  course.  Was  it,  then,  to  be  expected  that 
the  special  friends  of  Mr.  Tyler  would  sit  there 
and  quietly  hear  themselves  denounced  in  every 
manner,  and  on  all  occasionjs,  without  attempting 
to  reply?  The  Whig  party  showed,  throughout 
their  whole  conduct,  that  ihey  were  looking  too 
moch  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  power  which  had 
fallen  upon  them  by  ace  dent.  He  could  assure 
ihem  that,  unless  they  changed  their  course,  such 
an  accident  would  never  happen  to  them  again. 
[Laughter.] 

la  speaking  for  the  Democracy  of  the  Hoosier 
State,  he  coald  assure  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  CusHiNO,]  as  well  as  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Thompson,]  thai  there  was  no  danger  of  any 
bargain  being  consummated  with  John  Tyler. 
From  present  appearances,  he  believed  there  was 
as  much  prospect  of  the  ultra*  of  the  Whig  party, 
the  Clay  men— the  white  Charlies — coming  into 
the  Democratic  ranks,  as  there  was  of  ibe  Tyler 
men.  He  had  no  apprehension  of  any  bargain  tC' 
ing  entered  into.  The  Democrats  would  support 
any  measure  which  they  believed  to  be  right,  and 
calcola'cd  to  advance  the  best  interest^  of  ihe 
country,  without  infringing  upon  the  Constitution — 
and  non^  oifcer.  As  to  the  exchequer,  he  would  say 
that,  although  it  had  his  decided  preference  over  a 
national  bank,  yet  he  would  never  take  it  in  pref- 
erence to  the  sub-treaiory.  He  cared  not  for 
names,  and  should,  therefore,  have  no  objection  to 
vote  for  the  sub-treasury  under  the  name  of  the 
exchequer.  Give  him  a  pen,  and  in  five  minutes 
he  couM  make  the  exchequer  similar  to  the  anb- 
treasnry,  and  perfectly  acceptable  to  himself.  By 
striking  out  all.  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  in- 
serting the  body  of  the  old  sub- treasury  bill,  the 


exchequer  might  at  once  acquire  a  large  number  of 
friends. 

He  next  proceeded  to  notice  the  ground  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cush<* 
two]  against  the  veto  power,  when  used  by  General 
Jackson.  Why  did  that  gentleman  (hen  war 
against  that  power?  Tbis^rarfare  against  the  con- 
stitutional pOiver  of  the  President  had  been  usual 
in  the  country,  whenever  exercised  to  defeat  any 
action  of  Congress.  For  his  own  part,  he  never 
wished  to  encounter  this  power  in  the  face  of  his 
own  measures;  still,  never  would  any  warfare  that 
might  be  carried  on  against  such  a  conservative 
power  induce  him  to  consent  to  its  being  stricken 
out  from  the  Constitution.  If  Mr.  Tyler  wa9 
wrong  in  using  (his  power,  let  his  enemies  abuse 
hii  act«  Let  them  contend  that  the  particular  oc- 
casion of  its  use  waa  improper  and  uncalled-for; 
but  not  attempt  to  tear  up  the  whole  power  from 
the  Conbtitution.  Let  them  not  mutilate  that  sa- 
cred instrument,  merely  because  ^  has  been,  in  a 
few  instances,  the  means  cf  impeding  their  measares. 

He  hoped  ihat  he  sh.uld  be  exonerated  from  the 
charge,  either  express  or  implied,  of  bargain  with 
the  present  Administration.  His  colleagoe  [Mr* 
Thompson]  remarked  that  if  theDemocrais  satsitenr, 
inasmuch  assilence  gave  consent,  they  would  be  ta- 
ken as  having  consented  to  the  arrangement  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Now,  as  he 
kn^w  ihat  whatever  his  colleague  said  here  would 
be  published  and  read  in  Indiana,  he  would  assure 
him  that,  in  early  life,  he  saw  the  effects  of  politi* 
cal  bargains,  and  was  convinced  of  their  entire  inn 
policy  and  impropriety.  It  was  the  supposed,  if 
not  real,  political  bargain  entered  into  so ite  years 
since,  that  effectually  caused  the  sun  of  Ashland  to 
set  forever.  He  (Mr.  K  )  had,  therefore,  resolved 
never  to  con^eot  to  any  political  bargain  whatever, 
nor  to  suffer  his  name  to  be  tainted  with  &uch  a  Sus- 
picion. As  yet,  he  was  at  the  beginning  of  bis  po- 
litical life.  He  did  not  now  know  where  the  waves 
of  politics  and  of  party  might  carry  him  hereafter; 
but  be  was  convinced  that  neither  be,  nor  any  par« 
ty  to  which  he  might  be  attached,  xsould  be  ever 
advanced  by  bargains  and  coalitions. 

His  colleagoe  bad  very  artfully  contrived  to  hlj 
somcihing  about  certain  leaders  in  the  Democratic 
pdrty  at  the  South  and  at  the  North,  and  to  hint  at 
a  coming  division  between  their  respective  friends* 
Now,  he  could  assure  his  colleague,  that  if  he  ex- 
pecied  to  succeed  that  way,  he  would  find  himselfp 
in  the  result,  sadly  mistaken.  His  colleague  knew 
nothing  of  the  bands  which  bound  the  Democratic 
party  together.  The  affections  of  that  party  to- 
wards (heir  public  men  were  not,  in  the  least  de- 
gree, dependent  upon  their  geographical  location. 
Democracy  knows  no  distirctions  of  geography. 
Lei  the  candidate  for  the  Presidency  come  from 
where  he  will,  (here  will  be  no  differences  among 
them.  Let  the  nomination  fall  upon  whom  it 
may,  the  party,  whatever  their  individual  prefer- 
ences, will  rally  around  him.  The  Democratic 
party  says  to  the  Whigs,  We  want  none  of  your 
Interference;  mind  how  yon  interfere  with  our 
concerns;  if  you  continue  (o  intermeddle  with  us, 
we  will  unite  Upon  any  man  that  is  (rue;  our  preju- 
dices will  yield,  and  your  interference  but  bind  us 
closer  together. 

Bot  his  colleague  expected  that  the  Whig  party 
would,  in  its  turn,  be  benefited  by  (he  "constitu- 
tional fsct,**  when  theDemocrais  should  have  a  ma- 
jority, at  the  next  Congress.  Let  him  indulge  this 
expectation,  if  he  wished:  he  (Mr.  K  )  thought  be 
would  be  mistaken.  When  the  Democratic  con- 
vention.should  have  met,  and  settled  the  claims  of 
rival  candidates,  the  party  would  be  found  united 
as  a  band  of  brothers.  His  colleague  would  tbea 
find  himself  mistaken  in  hfs  hopes  of  Democratic 
divi&ions,  and,  through  them,  ot  a  Whig  triumph 
— or  he  was  no  prophet. 

Mr.  WlfiE  next  obtained  (be  floor,  and  moved 
an  adjournment;  but  withdrew  the  motion,  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  TRIPLETT,  who  wished  to  have  entered  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House  on  yes- 
lerday,refu^ing  to  employ  a  clerk  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures. 

The  motion  for  an  adjournment  was  then  i[e« 
newed,  and  carried. 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE 


IN  SENATE. 
Thur&dat,  December  S9, 1842. 

Mr.  TALLM A DQE  presented  three  memerials 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrapt  act. 

Also  a  memorial  of  a  like  character  from  Roch- 
ester, New  York. 

Mr.  T.  said  the  letter,  accompanying  the  latter 
memorial,  remarked  that  the  memorial  was  signed 
withoot  distinction  of  party;  and  that  there  was 
fereat  nnanimiiy  against  the  repeal  of  the  law, 
bat  in  favor  of  its  modification:  referred  to  the  Ja- 
dieiary  Committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRAFTS,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  of  Ashael  Spalding,  asking  compensa- 
tion for  disbarsiog  money  as  pension  agent,  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  petiiion  from  Seth 
Sweetser,  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
praying  Congress  to  establish  a  regular  line  of 
packets  to  Cbagres,  and  an  overland  mail  to  Pana- 
ma; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  ttumber  of  citizens  of  Adams  connty,  Pennsylva- 
nia, praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Messrs.  PORTER,  BERRIEN,  WHITE,  and 
WOOD  BRIDGE,  severally  presented  memorials 
from  the  city  of  New  York f  remonstrating  sgainst 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
asking  ao  appropiiation  for  the  construction  of  a 
harbor  at  Mil  wankie,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce on  the  lakes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  the  same  quar- 
ter, urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  making 
no  appropriations  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  Wisconsin  of  this  year;  but 
asking  that  the  amount  which  would  be  necessa- 
rily appropriated  for  that  object,  for  the  past 
and  present  year,  may  be  appropriated  and  applied 
to  the  purposes  of  building  one  or  more  harbors  on 
the  lakes:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SMITH,  frcm  the  Committee  on  Public 
Landf,  remarked  that  a  petition  from  James  Trim- 
bull^  asking  the  privilege  of  relocating  a  military 
bounty  land  warrant,  and  for  a  pension,  was  re- 
ferred to  that  committee.  In  reterence  to  the  first 
branch  of  the  petition,  he  remarked  that  there  was 
a  general  law  in  existence,  which  provided  for  the 
matter;  and  as  the  second  branch  fell  within  the 
duties  of  the  Pension  Committee,  be  moved  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Committee  on  Pensions:  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  back,  from  the  samv  com* 
mittee,  withoot  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeth  Monroe. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  Dr. 
Andrew  Welch,  asking  compensation  for  services 
rendered  certain  companies  of  Fioiida  volunteers 
in  the  year  1837;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  THE  SURPLUS  COPIES 
OP  THE  CATALOGUE  OJ*  THE  LIBRARY 
OP  CONGRESS. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Hou&e,  to.anihor- 
ize  the  distribution  of  part  of  the  surplus  copies  of 
the  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Congress,  came  up  for  consid- 
eration as  in  committee  of  ihe  whole;  ihe  pending 
question  from  yesterday  being  on  Mr.  Kino's  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  resolution  indefinitely. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  observed  that  he  had  but  a  few 
words  to  say  on  the  subject,  as  be  conceived  the 
jproposition  to  be  very  plain.  He  was  as  much 
opposed  to  the  printing  or  purchasing  of  books  for 
distribution  as  any  one.  But  here  was  a  different 
case;  the  books,  in  this  instance,  were  on  hand,  oc- 
cupying, most  inconveniently,  room  wanted  for 
other  purposes.  They  were,  in  fact,  an  in- 
^mbranee   to    the   library,  and   it    was   very 


desirable  to  get  rid  of  them  in  some  way  ; 
and  the  committee  considered  the  mode  point- 
ed out  in  the  resolution  the  most  satisfactory 
and  us<rful.  There  are  700  surplus  copies  on  hand. 
The  resolution  proposes  to  give  to  each  member 
of  the  present  Congress  one  copy.  This  wiH  dis- 
pose of  only  about  300;  leaving  400  in  the  library, 
which  every  one  must  allow  will  be  enough  for  the 
use  of  those  who  may  have  occasion  for  them 
hereafter.  If  some  better  mode  of  disposing  of 
those  books  were  pointed  out,  the  committee  woald 
take  it  into  consideration.  But  it  did  appear  to  them 
that,  by  giving  each  member  of  Congress  a  copy  of 
this  catalogue,  a  aseful  purpose  would  be  sub- 
served, not  only  in  relation  to  the  facility  afforded 
to  gentlemen  in  making  references  to  the  books  in 
the  library,  necessary  to  consnlt  in  the  way  of 
business;  but,  in  regard  to  the  circulation  of  the 
catalogue  throughout  the  country.  Mr.  T.  here 
referred  to  lists  of  various  other  surplus  copies  of 
books  which  greatly  encumbered  the  apartments  of 
the  library,  and  which  the  commrttee  desired  might 
be  disposed  of  in  some  Ubcful  way.  He  again  re- 
marked that  h«  wa«  opposed  to  the  printing  or 
purchasing  of  books  for  distribution  to  members  ; 
but  as  these  surplus  copies  of  the  catalogue  were  on 
hand,  and  it  was  very  inconvenient  to  keep  them 
any  U^nger,  he  hoped  the  resolution  woald  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  KINQ  remarked  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio  was  so  much  more  conversant  with  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  arrangement  of  the  library,  that 
he  should  not  dispute  his  conclusion  that  it  was 
necessary  to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  (ho&e  surplus 
copies  of  the  catalogue.  He  was,  however,  of 
opinion  that  many  of  the  books  referred  to  in  the 
Senator's  Wn  were  found  no  incumbrance. 

With  regard  to  the  catalogue,  be  Mrould  say  that 
he  was  willing  to  vote  for  a  proper  distribution  to 
the  literary  and  scientific  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try; but  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
members  of  Congress  voting  to  distribute  to  them- 
selves anything  of  the  kicd,  even  of  the  smallest 
value.  They  had  no  right  to  distribute  to  them- 
selves books,  or  anythin?  else,  paid  for  by  the  pub- 
lic money.  This  matter  might  appear  inconsider- 
able, but  still  it  involved  the  principle;  and  if  it  is 
allowed  now,  there  is  no  knowing  where  the  prac- 
tice may  stop,  or  to  what  amount  it  may  be  in- 
dulged in.  Already,  shameful  abu^^en  in  this  way 
had  disgraced  the  legislation  of  Congress.  It  was 
time  to  put  a  stop  to  them.  There  ought  to  be 
some  stopping  point;  and  he  thought  the  present 
was  a  suitable  occasion  to  arrest  the  practice.  If 
this  surplus  cannot  be  longer  kept,  let  the  distribn- 
tioD  be  made  to  literary  and  scientific  instita- 
lions,  and  the  libraries  of  State  Legislatures;  or — 
what  would  be  much  bf  t'er — ^let  them  be  sold  for 
whatever  they  will  bring,  to  reimburse  so  much  of 
their  original  cost.  They  will  sell  for  something; 
and^  however  little  it  may  be,  it  will  be  a  better 
disposition  of  them  than  that  proposed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  what  those  catalogues 
were  worthi ' 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  replied  that  he  had  no 
means  of  ascertaioiDg,  and  could  not  satisfactorily 
answer  the  question.  While  up,  he  would  say  that, 
personally,  it  was  indifferent  to  him  whether  the 
resolution  passed  in  its  present  form  or  not.  But, 
as  chairman  of  the  committee,  he  conceived  it 
proper  that  he  should  reiterate  the  views  of  the 
committee,  unanimously  concurred  in,  and  ex- 
pressed by  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  disiribuiioa  to  members  of  Con- 
gress is  to  afford  them  facilities  for  perform- 
ins^  their  duties  This,  therefore,  was  not  the 
first  step,  or  a  new  thing;  for  facilities  of  this  kind 
had  always  been  accorded  to  Representatives  in 
Congress.  It  differed  in  no  respect,  in  this  in- 
stance, from  the  facilities  for  transacting  business 
afforded  by  the  printed  documents,  reports,  ttnd 
pamphlets,  daily  laid  on  the  desks  of  the  members 
of  both  Houses.  The  principle  was  the  same, 
whether  the  printed  matter  was  in  sheets  like  this, 
(taking  up  a  Senate  document,)  or  a  catalogue  of 
books,  necessary  to  be  occasionally  consulted  in 
the  library  of  Congress.  The  con&mittee,  there- 
fore, in  recommending  the  resolution,  did  not  en- 


force any  principle  different  from  that  upon  which, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Oovemmeni,  facilities 
for  business  had  been  furnished  to  members  of 
Congress.  These  catalogues  were  books  which 
were  only  valuable  for  present  use.  lo  a  few 
years  they  would  be  worthless,  and  would  be  su- 
perseded by  a  new  catalogue.  It  was  eonsideied 
by  the  committee  that  they  could  not  be  of  so 
much  use  to  any  one  else  as  to  the  present  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  If  it  was  desirable  to  give 
some  of  them  to  the  literary  institutions  of  the 
country,  enough  would  be  left,  after  suppljiuir 
each  member  of  Congress,  to  distribute  to  aoeh 
insiituiioDS.  The  simple  question  was,  whether 
each  member  should  have  a  copy  of  the  eaulogne, 
exceedingly  useful  and  valuable  to  him  in  the  p«- 
formance  of  his  duty;  or  the  books  should  remalB 
an  incumbrance,  if  not  otherwise  given  awmy>  lo 
no  purpose. 

Thf^  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
SEVIER  and  TAPPAN  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  by  Messrs.  KING  and  LINN  against 
the  principle  of  distribution  to  members  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  a  modification,  if 
the  Senator  from  Alabsma  would  withdraw  his 
motion  to  postpone.  The  modification  was,  in  ef- 
fect, to  insert  "literary  institutions  and  univern* 
ties." 

Mr.  KING  consebted  to  withdraw  his  motion  of 
postponement,  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  LINN  suggested  the  propriety  of  f  zcepttng 
literary  institutions  and  universities  which  had  al- 
ready received  copies. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  submitted  his  amend- 
ment. ,  ^ 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  a  modification  of  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  which  proposed  the  dis- 
tribution to  **members  of  Congress,"  by  leaving 
out  those  words,  and  inserting  "to  each  person  en- 
titled to  the  use  of  the  library  of  Congress." 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  the  resolution  ought  to 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 
He  made  a  motion  to  that  effect,  but  it  did  not 

prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tippik's 
amandment,  and  it  was  adopted-— ayes  18,  noes  IL 

Mr.  KING  moved  an  amendment,  "exeeptug 
members  of  CoDgre?s."   - 

This  was  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  12, 
noes  18. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  explained  that  he  could  not 
vote  for  his  amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  EVANS  believed  many  of  the  colleges  had 
alread?  received  copies  of  the  catalogue,  and, 
therefore,  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,[Mr.  Lxaiv,] 
and  except  such  as  had- 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  he  had  that  mcmeni 
been  informed  by  the  liibrarian  that  ench  was  the 
fact. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  modified,  so  as 
to  except  institutions  already  supplied  with  copies 
of  the  catalogue. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  reported  baek 
to  the  Senate;  and,  on  the  question,  ''Shall  the 
amendments  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
joint  resolution  read  a  third  timel" 

Mr.  KING  ea  led  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  resuUed—yeas  20,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

YEAS-Measn.  BatM,  Berrien,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafti 
Evans,  Fulton.  Mcrriclc,  Morebead,  Pt»el pa,  Porter, Sartor.  Sim. 
mona,  Smitti  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadga,  Tappao,  WMie, 
Wilcox,  and  Woodhrittge— 20.  f 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alien,  Arctier,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Handaf. 
aon,  Kine,  Linn,  McRoberta,  Mangum,  Smith  of  Connecticiit, 
Walker, 'Williams,  and  Woodbary->13. 

So  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  joint  resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

CIUINTUPLE  TREATY. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion,  which,  under  the  rule;,  lies  one  day  on  the 
table,  viz: 

Resolved,  That,  in  addition  lo  copiea  of  all  the  correapond- 
ence  with  and  from  all  our  minieiers  abroad  in  relation  to  tbe 
quintuple  treaty,  the  President  bt  requeated  to  cammuoicate  to 
itie  Senate  (so  lar  aa  it  may  be  compatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest) all  such  correaponaence  in  relation  to  tlw  treaty  wttt^ 
Great  Brliain. 
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*  The  followins  bills,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be 
eogrossed  heretofore,  were  Uken  np,  read  the  third 
timp,  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Vienne,  of  Loa- 
isiana; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sondry  citizens  of  Ark* 
ansas,  who  lost  their  improvements  in  conseqaence 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Choctft#  Indians; 

The  bill  allowing  drawback  npon  foreign  mer- 
chandise exported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chi- 
haahna  and  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico; 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  S.*cre'ary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  on  the  bonds  given  to  the  United 
States  by  Samnel  Swart  wont,  late  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  port  of  New  York; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  B.  Dixpn. 

Mr.  CONRAD  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion;  which,  there  being  no  objection,  was  then 
considered  and  adopted: 

He^otvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Treoaur?  make  report 
to  the  Senate  what  proportion  of  the  public  Unas  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  have  t)een  returned  as  not  worth  the  coet  of  8ur> 
▼ay;  and  alao,  if  practicable,  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  trans* 
inlttcd  to  the  (Senate  a  plan  or  diasram  of  such  lands,  showing 
the  atiuatioD  and  character  thereo/. 

The  bill  allowing  compensation  to  pennon 
agents  came  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BATES  explained  ibat  ihe  bill  allowed  pen- 
sion agents  3  per  cent,  upon  all  disbursements, 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 
but  in  no  case  were  snch  agents  to  be  allowed  more 
than  $1,000  per  annam,  whatsoever  the  amount  of 
money  disbursed  by  tbem. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  opposed  to  the  system  of  al- 
lowing percentages  on  disbursements,  and  remark- 
ed that  it  had  been  abandoned  heretofore  by  Con- 
gress, in  consequence  of  the  great  abuses  which 
grew  np  under  it.  It  was  wrong  in  princip  e,  be« 
cause  it  caused  a  conflict  of  interests  between  the 
agent  and  the  United  States.  It  made  it  the  inter- 
est of  the  ag»*nt  to  increase  the  disburdements, 
while  it  was  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that 
tbey  shoold  be  diminished. 

Messrs.  BATES,  KINO,  PHELPS,  and  SE- 
VIER maintained  that  ii  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary, and  JQst  and  proper,  that  some  compensation 
should  be  made  those  agents  for  the  duties  they 
petformed  for  the  Qovernmeni;  and,  unless  it  was 
done,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  persons  to  take 
all  the  responsibility  of  disbursing  large  sums  o( 
money  at  their  own  risk.  They  pointed  out  the 
danger  of  the  old  mode  ^f  compensating  agenU; 
that  was,  by  allowing  them  to  make  use  of  the 
money  (which  was  deposited  in  their  hands  some 
months  in  advance  of  the  tioie  of  payment  to  the 
pensioners)  in  speculating  purposes,  before  its  dis- 
bursement; and  showed  that  the  alternatives  ^ere 
either  to  continue  this  mode,  with  its  dangers;  to 
give  a  percentage  on  the  sum  disbursed,  or  a  fixed 
-salary;  or  to  be  left  without  agents  at  all.  Agents 
were  indispensably  necessary;  and  they  preferred  to 
allow  a  percentage  on  disbursements,  qnder  the 
guards  in  the  bill,  because  It  wis  the  most  eco- 
nomical and  just  mode— the  agent  being  com  pen- 
sated  only  in  proportion  no  his  disbursements,  which 
compensation  could  in  no  case  etceed  |1,000. 

Afrer  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  BENTON  in  reply, 
•and  there  being  no  proposiiion  to  amend  the  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  office  of  Commissioner 
'of  Pensions  was  then  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  re- 
instating the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  to  what 
it  was  two  years  ago,  (|3,000 ;)  stating,  at  the 
'sanse  time,  that  it  wta  done  without  any  solicita- 
'  tion  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioner,  whom  be 
had  never  conversed  with;  though  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  he  was  a  valuable  cfficer. 

Mr.  BATES  remarked  that  it  was  nothing  more 
than  just  that  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner 
ahoald  be  reinstated  to  what  it  was  formerly. 
Though  no  application  had  been  made  by  that  offi- 
cer to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  to  have  that  ob- 
ject efTecttd,  he  Would  be  pleased  to  see  it  done. 


Mr.  SEVIER  would  acquiesce  in  the  amendment, 
if  the  Senate  thought  proper  to  adopt  it;  bathe 
thoufi^hi,  as  the  duties  of  that  officer  were  dimin- 
ishing yearly,  and  as  the  present  was  the  time  to 
economize,  it  miaht  not  be  pri  per  to  hazard  the 
passage  of  the  bill  by  snch  an  amendmenr. 

The  qoesiion  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Steamboat  Com- 
pany of  Nantucket  was  then  considered  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole;  and,  there  being  no  mo- 
tion to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  ft)r  a  third  reading.    . 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  LINN, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trurcdat,  December  29,  1842. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  observed  that  a 
select  committee  was  appointed  yesterdav,  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  carrying  the  mail  round 
the  coast  by  steamers;  and  be  begged  leave  to  offer 
an  additional  resolution,  to  inquire  into  the  ez- 
\pediency  of  employing  the  same  vessels  for  the 
inspection  of  the  light-houses  on  the  coast. 

Mr.  K.  then  submitted  the  following;  which  was 
considered  and  adopted: 

Retolved^  That  the  releet  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  or  contracting  with  private  companieaor 
oiherd  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  m  steamera  along  the 
coam,  and  for  other  purpoffca,  be  a1i>o  in.strucied  to  inquire  and 
report  as  to  the  expediency  of  employing  such  eteamers,  under 
the  direction  of  the  proper  department,  in  viaiting  and  innpect- 
ing  lisht-houses  upon  the  seveial  coasts  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  perfurming  such  duiie8  in  reTerence  thereto  as  may  he 
foiuid  conducive  to  the  preservation  and  etTeotlve  use  or  the 
■ame. 

ASSUMPTION  OP  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  asked  leave  to  present 
the  petitii;n  of  a  Urge  number  of  citizens  of  Adams 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
some  measure  which  will  give  the  States  E^vch  a 
portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  in  the  shape  of  blocks  of  the  federal  Qov- 
ernment,  as  will  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts, 
dbc.  He  was  not  going  (Mr.  C.  ^^aid)  to  trouble  the 
House  with  any  remarks  on  the  subject  of  this 
peiit:oQ,  further  than  to  say  that  be  was  in  favor 
of  its  objects.  He  would  prefer  the  »ending  it  to 
a  select  committee;  and  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,]  who  had 
heretofore  pre/ented  petitions  wiib  the  ^ame  object 
in  view,  and  had  also  given  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  introduce  a  bill  on  the  subject,  would  now 
move  for  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee, 
he  would  not  move  a  reference  to  one  of  the' 
standing  committees.  He  would  be  glad  to  see 
this  question  brought  fully  before  the  people;  for  he 
was  sure  that  it  would  sooner  or  later  commend 
itself  to  their  attention,  as  the  best  measure  of  re- 
lief from  the  embarrassments  brought  on  thrm  by 
an  inflated  currency,  as  well  as  by  a  mal-ad ministra- 
tion of  the  Gkneral  Government. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  said  that  he  would 
avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to  make  a  motion 
that  would  save  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  He  bad  heretofore  given  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  bill  on  tlvi"  subject;  and  if  the 
House  would  now  agree  to  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  teke  charge  of  that  bill,  and 
the  petition  now  presented,  together  with  all  Mmi- 
lar  petitions,  it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  his 
making  ^veral  speeches  flnd^everal  motions,  which 
he  should  otherwise  be  obliged  to  do.  Mr.  J.  then 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion and  petition  on  the  table. 

Before  taking  the  question, 

Mr.  WM.  C.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition 
on  the  same  subject,  signed  by  a  nnmber  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  together  with 
a  letter  from  one  of  its  signers,  explaining  its  ob- 
jects and  bespeaking  his  favorable  consideration; 
which  were  read. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cavb 
JonvsoN*s  motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  lost. 


Tne  question  recorring  on  Mr-  Wm.  Cost  John- 
son's motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  but  they  were  not  ordered;  and 

On  taking  the  question,  it  was  carried-*ayes  76 
noes  69. 

So  the  select  committee  was  ordered. 

Mr.  STEBNROD,  in  pnrsnance  of  notice  given 
yesterday,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  establishing  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  at  Wheeling,  Va.;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Uate  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr  CUSHINO, 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for 
the  eiploration  and  survey  of  the  NoEtheaatem 
boundary  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  PICKENS  presented  certain  resolutions  pf 
the  LegisUtnre  of  South  Carolina,  instructing  their 
Senators,  and  requesting  their  members  to  aid  the 
passage  of  a  law  to  refund  to  Gkneral  Jackson  Ihe 
fine  impoFed  apon^bim  by  Judge  Hall,  of  N£w 
OrleanF,  n  1816;  and  he  moved  that  it  might  be 
printed,  and  have  the  same  direction  as  the  resola- 
tions  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise  ] 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolutions 
were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  having  in  charge  a  bill 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  South  Carolina,  asking  Congress  to  re- 
fund Ihe  fine  ixposed  on  Dr.  Cooper,  for  libel 
against  the  United  States,  under  the  alien  and  se- 
dition law;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  aakiog  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EVERETT  also  presented  resolntions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  pensions  to  certain  widows. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 
THE  DISTRICT  SYSTEM  OP  ELECTION. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  57  members  of  the  Legislature  ef  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  Congress  to  divide  that  State  into 
four  districts  for  the  election  of  members  of  Con- 
gress; and,  in  doing  so,  he  would  state  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Hampshire  had  refused  to  lay  it 
oflf  into  districts.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  inquired  if  it  was  in  order 
to  say  a  word  or  two  on  that  snbjecl? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  if 
objections  were  made. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  merely  wished  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  in  relation  to  that  peti- 
lion;  and  be  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  had  made  some  remarks  on  its  introduc- 
tion. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  if  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampi^hire  wished  to  debate  the  petition,  it 
must  go  over. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  eaid  he  merely  wished  to  say 
a  very  few  words;  and  he  should  offer  no  objection 
to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  making  jnat  snch 
disposition  of  )be  memorial  as  he  should  choose. 
[Cries  of  "Go  on."]  The  memorial  purports  to  be 
signed  by  fifty-seven  members  of  the  Legislature 
of  New  Hampshite,  and  requests  Congress  to  dis- 
trict that  State  for  the  choice  of  members  of  Con- 
giess.  It  seemed  tj  him  to  carry  within  itself  its 
own  answer.  It  bears  on  its  face  the  strongest  ar- 
gument (aside  from  any  constitutional  objections) 
why  its  prayer  should  not  be  granted.  He  sup- 
posed the  object  of  the  presentation  of  petitions  and 
memorials  was  to  indicate  to  Congress  the  will  of 
the  people.  Now,  this  memorial  slates  expressly 
that  the  opinion  of  those  representing  a  majority  (Mf 
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the  people  of  New  Hampshire  is  adverse  to  district- 
ing the  Slate,  at  present,  for  the  choice  of  members 
of  Congress.  Ii  is  signed  oy  fifty-seven  mf  mbers 
of  the  Legislatore.  The  House  of  Ilepresentatives 
of  New  Hampshire  is  composed  of  about  two 
handred  and  forty  members,  and  the  Senate  of 
twelve  members.  Here,  then,  are  one  fourth  of 
the  mem])ers  of  the  Legislature  of  N.  Hampshire— 
and  thus,  it  is  fair  to  infer,  representing  ODefourih 
(or,  at  be&t,  only  a  very  small  minority)  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Hampshire — coming  here,  and,  by  this 
memorial,  requesting  the  Federal  (Government  to 
interfere  and  put  down  the  will  of  a  Urge  and 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
read.  That  having  been  done,  he  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  that 
it  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  it  be  laid  oo 
the  table. 

That  motion  was  negatived ;  and  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  EvsRKTT,  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  KEC^NEDY  of  Maryland  obtained  per- 
mission to  present  a  memorial  from  certain  insu- 
rance companies  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying 
Congress  to  remove  the  obstructions  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers ;  which  was  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for  reports  from 
committees.  ^ 

Mr.  FERRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, made  a  report,  accompanisd  by  a  bill,  to  test 
the  practicability  of  e^-^tablisbiog  a  system  of  elec- 
tro*magnetic  telegraphs  in  the  United  State?. 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Mary- 
land, five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  accompa- 
nying report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Leave  was  given  to  withdraw  various  papers 
and  petitions. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  a  report  in  the  case  of  David  Atl- 
spach,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief.  The 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the.  Whole  Hou^e. 

JOINT  RESOLUTION. 
Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion; which  was  adopted: 

Retolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repretentativee  of 
the  United  Statea  of  America  in  Congreae  cuaembled.  That 
the  Secretary  of  ilie  tSenaie  and  Cleric  of  ibe  House  be,  and  iliey 
are  hereby,  instructed  lo  furoieh  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  the  origiual  reports  from  the  several  land 
■  offices  in  the  Stats  of  Louisiana,  made  under  the  provisions  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to 
land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  approved  Febrnary  6, 1836, 
also,  the  dtle.papers  and  evidence  relating  to  claima  in  said  re 
porta,  coofiimed  by  an  act  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,"  approved  July  6,  1842:  JProvided, 
Tliat  claimants  shall  be  enUtled  tn  withdraw  the  original  title* 
papery  after  fair  copiee  shall  have  been  taken  by  the  Coromis* 
iloner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr  GIDDINQS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  E.  Hunt  and 
others;  and 

A  b>ll  for  the  relief  of  Conrad  House; 
which  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  ibe  Whole  House. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Boyd  Reilly:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IN  MAINE. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  change  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  district  of 
Maine,"  came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL,  after  a  few  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary,  with  instruciions  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  the  first 
section.  He  slated  that  he  would  ber  willing  to 
abide  by  tbe  decision  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  FE8SENDEN  opposed  the  motion,  and  ex- 
plained the  objects  of  the  bill.  He  complained  of 
the  danger  in  which  the  bill  would  be  placed  by 
the  proposed  delay  of  action  upon  it. 


Mr.  RANDALL  briefly  rejoined. 
T»e  House  refused  to  recommit  ihe  bill. 
It  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  a 
fir&t  and  second  time,  and  referred: 

An  act  authorizing  the  relinquisbment  of  the  six- 
teemh  sections,  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and 
the  entry  of  oiher  lands  in  lieu  thereof:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

An  act  in  relation  to  donations  of  land  to  certain 
persons  in  the  State  of  Arkansas:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

An  act  to  repeal  ceruin  parts  of  the  act  of  Con 
gress,  approved  August  31, 1843,  entitled  "An  act 
to  establish  certain  pcsi-roads:^   referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

,A  resolution  to  establish  an  additional  joint  rule 
in  relation  to  the  presentation  of  claims  or  peti- 
tions: referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

LATE  CONSUL  AT  TANGIER. 

Mr.  McKBON  offered  the  following  resolution; 

which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  Thai  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  Rouse  (If,  in  his  opinion,  it  Im  not  in* 
compatible  with  the  public  interest)  copies  of  correepondence 
between  the  late  Consul  Qoneral  of  the  united  Statea  at  Tan* 
gier,  and  the  Government  of  Morocco. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 

Mr.  CROSS  (in  accordance  with  notice  given 
a  /ew  days  since)  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  act  of  the  93d  August,  1643,  as  re- 
quires the  3d  regiment  of  dragoons  to  be  converted 
into  a  regiment  of  riflemen  after  the  4ih  of  March 
next. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

MEMORIAL  OF  COLONEL  BROOKS. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBR80LL  rnse  to  present  a  me- 
morial from  Colonel  Brooks,  of  ihe  District  of  Co* 
Inmbia,  complaining  of  injustice  done  him  in  a  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  at  the  last 
session.  Mr.  I  stated  that  the  author  of  the  me- 
morial was  unknown  to  him,  and  it  was  immate- 
rial to  himself  what  reference  was  given  it.  After 
some  further  remarks, 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER  rose,  and  entered  into  an 
explanation  of  :be  transaction  complained  of  in 
the  memorial.  He  was  proceeding  to  make  stric- 
tures upon  it,  when 

Mr.  BOWNE  asked  if  the  debate  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  only  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  WISE  objected. 

Mr.  READ  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  question  wa«  then  taken,  and  tbe  memo- 
rial was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  be  attempted  the  day 
before  yesterday  to  get  the  floor,  before  tbe  gentle- 
man f<om  Indiana,  with  the  view  not  to  enter  at  all 
into  this  debate,  but  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  position  of  the  question,  as  it  was  now 
presented,  with  the  various  amendments  to  the  bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  was  such,  that 
the  issue  would  come  up  before  the  House  precise- 
ly as  he  desired  it  to  come  upon  the  amendment  of 
the  pentleman  from  Massachusetts ;  being  that  the 
J  repeal  should  take  effect  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  act,  and  not  to  affect  proceedings  that  have 
been  commenced,  and  are  not  yet  concluded. 

He  could  not  see  that  the  question  now  at  issue 
had  any  connexion  with  tbe  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law.  He  could  not  see  that  anything  that 
had  been  said  by  bis  friend  from  Massachusetts  re- 
quired any  particular  reply;  and,  esprcially,  he 
could  not  have  expected  to  hear  such  reply  fcouL 
the  quarter  that  it  came  from.  He  was  ready  to 
vote  at  once  for  the  repeal  of  the  tMinkrupt  law ; 
but  tbe  moment  that  he  heard  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Thompsoh,]  he  was 
compelled  to  fall  into  this  debate,  and  to  follow  its 
letter  and  spirit  |  and  all  that  he  regretted  now  was, 
that  he  bad  not  two  hours  instead  of  one,  to  say  all 
that  he  had  to  say,  and  to  endeavor  to  express  what 
he  felt  (and  he  felt  more  than  he  could  express)  on 
the  topics  presented  by  that  gentleman. 

Cahnly  and  eooUj  discussing  this  question,  his 


first  object  would  be  to  place  bis  fiiend  aiideoI« 
league  of  the  corporaPs  guard  right,  and  in  hi* 
true  position;  acd  to  remove  the  gross  injustiev 
that  had  been  done  bim  by  the  geutteBMU  from  In- 
diana. What  did  the  gentleman  say  of  bis  friend 
from  Massachusettal  He  would  repeat  it}  and  he 
would  now  remark,  that  he  doubted  not  but  that 
the  gentleman,  after  having  slept  a  night  on  his  n^ 
marks,  was  regretting  what  he  bad  said  before  this 
hour  of  tbe  day.  From  various  places  tbrooghoot 
the  report  of  the  gentleman^  remarks,  which  was 
exceediogly  correct,  he  selected  two  passages  as  • 
sample  of  the  injustice  that  had  been*  dona  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  W.  then  read  the 
following  extracts: 

**Mr.  T.  recollected  that,  during  the  AdiDtnietiaUoo|>f  the  dlf- 
Unguiehed  and  venerable  geDtleinen  from  Maaeaehweu%  [Mr, 
Adams,]  there  aroee  in  tfaii  country  a  party  who^  on  a  bart 
.Muepieion" — 

and  he  might  have  added  (Mr.  W.  said)  a  desm- 
ing  suspicion,  that  remains  to  this  day,  and  will  re- 
main, whether  it  be  false  or  true,  upon  that  Ad- 
ministration, and  all  connected  ifith  it,  forever. 
Mr.  W.  continued  reading: 

*'a  8u^)icion  which  exploded  on  the  ezamioatioa  of  the  facti^ 
that  there  waewhatwaa  called  bargain,  intrigue,  and  corto^ 
tion  between  that  distinguished  and  venerable  ^nileman  and 
another  high  functionary  of  the  Goyeromentr-tnat  there  aroee  a 
party  who,  for  numbers,  intellect,  and  moral  aod  polttical 
power,  had  been  unequalled  in  the  history  of  tbe  country.'* 

The  gentleman  might  have  added,  (said   BIr. 

W.,)  that  the  very  elements  of  that  party,  which 

have  been  scattered  since  the  Administration  of 

General  Jackson,  remain,  and  entered  into  the 

composition  of  both  the  parties  now  existing  in  the 

country.    He  would  not  (Mr.  W.  said)  comment 

on  the  results  that  followed  from  the  overlooking 

of  that  fact.    He  would  read  further : 

"All  this  oppoeition  to  that  Administration  was  the  resalt  of 
a  bare  suspicion  of  corruption,  barpain,  or  sale;  and  ret,  noC 
withstanding  that  event  was  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  coan- 
try,  and  of  every  man  in  public  life  who  was  not  a  mere  tyro  in 
polities,  they  here  saw  the  time  come,  in  this  era  of  iMisstsd 
republican  liberty,  when  an  Ameiican  RepieaentAlive,  raprs> 
seniing  an  old  Revolationary  State,  one  of  theoriginal  thirtesn^ 
descending  himself  from  a  line  of  illnstrious  Revolutionary  aa- 
cestry— was  futjnd  coming  into  this  hall,  as  a  repreaeotail<i 
of  the  Administration" — 

Anil  he  would  say  that  this  was  the  first  time 
he  ever  heard  of  a  man*8  comiog  there  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Administration — a  new  eharao* 
ter  of  a  representative,  he  must  acknowledge. 

**and  boldly,  openly,  shameleesly  offering  the  gpoHa  of  offlea 
to  the  highest  bidder."  , 

And  then  the  gentleman  (he  would  not  say  he 
ought  to  have  been  an  auctioneer,  for  he  showed 
that  be  could  imitate  one  very  well,)  went  ihrotigh 
ail  the  scenes  of  a  sal^,  and  asked  [reading:] 

"Who  bids?  I  can't  dwell.  Here  (s  a  aelf  evident  fact  in  iIm 
ConsUiution.  Who  tidsl  Going,  going,  going.  Can't  I  «t 
a  bidi  Will  nobody  bidi  Gentlemen,  the  article  most  sa 
eold.    Start  it,  start  it,  for  God|s  eake,  for  something." 

The  gentleman  might  have  added,  these  "Aard 
limei;"  and  the  reporter  interlarded  "shouts  of 
lauahter." 

Well,  sir,  what  said  another  gentlemanT— ha 
meant  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Bv» 
ftETT.]  That  gentleman  said  that  he  '^could  not 
see  the  slighteit  necessity  for  such  a  speeeh  in  re* 
ply  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Oa  the  eon- 
trary,  it  bad  appeared  to  Mr.  E.  to  be  a  prepaind 
speech — a  studied  speech,  got  in  readiness  before 
hand,  all  ready  to  be  brought  out  upon  tbefiiat 
occasion  that  should  present  itself*  Nor  should  be, 
indeed,  subject  himself  to  any  great  ehaifie  of  nn> 
charitableness,  if  he  should  suggest  that  it  was  a 
Cabinet  speech,  prepared  npon  advicey  and  attcrdl 
by  authority." 

This  was  the  report  of  the  reporter;  his  repoft 
was  that  **it  was  a  semi-official  and  Gabiaet 
speech.'* 

Sir^  (said  Mr.  W.,)  you  and  I,  and  all  the  gen- 
tlemen here  present  yesterday— and  he  presnaMd 
all  who  were  present  the  day  before  yesterday-— 
heard  what  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. There  were  more  than  two  hundred 
witoeues  of  all  parties  who  heard  the  remarkroC 
his  friend  mar^e  on  that  occasion. 

Now,  what  did  he  say?  Some  things  he  had 
written  down,  and  were  precisely  in  sutetance  all 
that  any  man  could  make  of  them»  and  all  that  the 
acutest  ingenuity  could  infer  fVom  all  he  said  oa 
that  occasion.    First,  in  reply  tp  a  speech  of  the 
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Cimtiriued  from  Ab.  6. 
gentleman  from  Teii&esBee>  [Mr.  Arnold]  one 
WMk  ag«-^  speeeh  that  had  the  start  of  his  friend 
ffOB  MaaMcbvfietta-^DOt  tweniy^roor  boars,  bat 
8«ven  daysfbis  friend  deprecated  party  exeiiement, 
staeh  as  bad  been  exhibited  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee;  and  this  was  called  by  the  gentleman 
from  fadlua  ihiowiiig  a  firebrand  into  the  House. 
He  asked  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  the 
iMigvage'  of  imprecation,  or  of  deprecation,  why 
tbeae  eriminaiiens  and  recriminations  between  the 
Whig  part?  and  the  Admioistraiion  should  be  con- 
tinned^  **Ha?«  yon,  gentlemen,'*  he  asked,  "gained 
anything  by- this  war  upon  John  Tylerf^any- 
thing  by  Ibis  game  of  beading  Captain  Tyler  or 
dying?  Have  yon  gained  anything  in  warring 
against  ibe  #eto— this  fixed  fact  in  tbe  Constita- 
tionl  Hare  you  gained  anythini;  by  attempting  to 
tear  the  Constitntion  in  tatter&t  Have  the  elec- 
tions not  aaiisfied  yon,  in  the  name  of  sense,  and 
in  the  name  of  interest,  that  this  war  of  crimina- 
tion and  recrimination  has  not  helped  yonr  party — 
ibat  the  people  are  not  satisfied  withit?'*  This 
]aiign8g&  of  bis  friend  from  Missachufett?,  ap- 
pealing to  common  sense,  to  patriotism,  and 
to  good  freling,  had  been  denounced  by  the 
geniJeman  from  Indiana  as^  the  throwine  of 
a  firebrand  into  the  House.  The  gentleman 
said  that  there  was  no  tempest,  no  war  of 
offence  or  defence  at  this  session  of  Congresir, 
until  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachnsotts  began  it. 
He  (Blr.  W.)  would  say  ibat  he  never  did 
begin  it,  even  in  reply;  he  deprecated  crimination 
and  recrimination,  and  the  a58aaU  that  was  made 
onbim,  was  made  by  one  of  the  friends  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana.  Sir,  (  said  Mr.  W.,)  we 
were  not  disposed  to  enter  into  such  conflicts.  In 
one  respect,  the  gentleman  was  right.  He  would 
admit  to  him  that  his  frif nd  from  Massachnseiis 
woald  have  been  in  the  wrong,  if  he  had  commen- 
ced this  war  on  the  Whia  part>;  and  that  it  would 
have  been  a  cruel  war,  an  ir* human  war,  and  a 
most  wanton  and  unnecessary  attack.  What!  at- 
tack the  Whig  party  now?  He  would  as  soon 
think  of  sinking  a  woman,  or  kicking  a  dead  body. 
The  people  themselves  (said  Mr.  W.)  have  made 
the  attack;  the  elections  have  decided  the  matter; 
and  all  that  we  were  doing  with  those  of  them  who 
are  alive  at  this  time,  and  able  to  rise  on  this  floor 
and  make  assaults  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  bis  friends,  was  (o  ask  permission  to 
hold  back,  and  say  to  them  *'bands  oflf!"  This 
was  all  they  wanted  to  do,  for  really  they  must  be 
permitted  (be  privilege  of  self-defence;  and,  if  at- 
tacked with  deadly  weapons,  to  defend  themselves 
with  the  most  effective  means  in  their  power.  Now, 
the  protest  of  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  so 
far  from  being  intended  to  irritate  and  mortify 
his  opponents,  was,  with  the  memory  of  his  old 
connexions  with  the  Whig  party,  most  calmly  and 
affectionately  addressed  lo  them,  protesting  against 
this  useless  and  unprovoked  war  they  were 
continually  making  upon  tb«  Administration. 
What  did  he  do  next?  He  told  them  that 
they  bad  made  a  fatal  war  upon  the  Constitution, 
a.nd  upon  tbe  real  interests  and  prosperity  of  the 
country;  and  that  upon  this  fixed  power  in  the 
Constitution  ibeir  angry  emotions  were  da&hed  into 
spray,  as  if  from  some  mighty  rock  that  was  wash- 
ed by  the  surges  of  tbe  ocean.  It  was  not  the 
President  that  bis  friend  alluded  to — not  h>s  power; 
bat  the  moral  power  of  the  people  of  the  country; 
and  the  gentleman,  in  derisfon  of  the'*fixed  fact," 
argued  that  there  was  no  moral  power  nor  spirit  of 
rcsiatance  in  the  people  against  attacks  on  oor 
Conatitatfon.  He  would  say  to  them,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Curran,  speaking  of  the  Bri(i^h  consritu- 
ilon,  that  our  Constitution  would  survive  more 
than  flames,  more  than  confl aeration;  and  thai  its 
spirit,  ihrooghout  all  these  conflicts  of  party,  walked 
S£i  fely  abrcad,  fix^d  in  (he  bosoms  of  the  people, 
enlivening  them,  moving  tb^ni,  actuating  them, 
axid  gQ8rding.tbem,  as  it  was  guarded  by  them. 
Defeat  upon  defeat,  be  bad  told  gentlemen,  bad 


been  only  followed  by  malevolence  towards  the 
President,  and  oppositiqn  to  the  Constitution  as  it 
is;  and  he  had  begged  gentlemen  to  allow  reason 
to  resume  its  throne,  to  cease  the  strife^of  faction, 

.  and  10  take  the  best  thing  they  could  get  for  their 
country  and  for  their  constituents.  In  the  ihirrt  place, 
his  friend  [Mr.  Cushing]  went  farther — recurring,  - 
doubtless,  to  the  violent  war  carried  on  in  arother 
quarter,  out  cl  the  House,  af^ainst  the  Administra- 
tion, by  the  metropolitan  organ  of  ult^a  Democ- 
racy—and he  hoped  he  sboold  be  able  to  exempt 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party;  but  a  few  leaders  of  that  party  were 
determined  that  Jebn  Tyler  should  not  have  the 
credit  of  Republicanism  and  Democracy  with  their 
people  and  their  followers,  if  they  could  help  it — 
men  who  themselves  were  looking,  not  to  prin- 
ciples, bnt  to  men.  His  friend  [Mr.  CnsHiNO] 
warned  tbe  moderate  Democrats,  who  go  for  prin- 
ciples and  not  for  men,  to  beware  of  the  example 
of  ultraism  set  by  the  Whigs  before  them.  The 
Whigs  could  not  get  a  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  they  preferred  a  war  to  the  next  best  measure; 
and  that  war  hnd  broken  them  to  pieces  on  the 
bo$s*»8  of  the  Executive  vetoes.  His  friend  warned 
the  Democrats,  too,  on  their  part,  to  prefer  the  next 
best  measure  to  their  extreme  measure  of  a  sub- 
treasury,  and  not  to  rnsh  their  majoritv  in  tbe 
coming  Conf^ress  on  that  same  rock.  The  ex- 
hortation .was  to  all  parlies  to  avoid  extremes, 
an^  at  this  time  to  attend  to  the  real  interests  and 
honor — he  might  say,  of  moderation  and  of 
reason.  In  the  fourth  place,  he  [Mr.  Gushing] 
warned — or  threatened,  if  they  pleased— the  ultras  of 
both  sides,  who  were  disposed  to  mske  war  on  the 
administration  of  the  public  affairs — who  were 
disposed  to  make  war  on  th^  Constitution — to 
take  the  best  measures  Which  they  could  obtain 
now,  and  for  years  to  come,  for  the  public  good; 
that  if  they  persisted  in  an  internecine  war  on  the 
Administration  and  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion, they  might  rue  the  result;  that  the  Adminis- 
tration was  based  on  an  honest  attempt,  without 
a  party,  to  serve  the  country — to  do  the  best  in  its 
power  for  the  people;  that  opposition  to  such  an 
Administration,  by  either  or  any  party,  would  not 
offend  the  Presidt'nr,  would  not  offend  patronage; 
but  it  might  and  would  bring  them  in  collision  wi!h 
the  Constitution,  and  might  and  would  offend  the 
people,  and  the  moderate  mas^  of  all  parties;  that 
the  adherence  which  the  Administration  had  ob- 
tained of  the  moderate  and  considerate  portion  of 
our  Republican  people,  went  on  defeating  faction 
and  serving  the  country,  and  might  defeat 
the  ultras  of  all  partief?,  a'nd  place  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  moderate 
principles  and  measures.  But,  fiAhly,  he  went 
further.  He  warned  the  gentlemen  of  all  parties, 
that  if  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  fol- 
lowing a  straight- forward  line  of  duty— in  pursu- 
ing a  strict  line  of  rectitude,  from  which  he 
could  not  depart — could  not  be  supported  by  one 
party  in  that  course, — he  would  ask  any  party  to 
come  to  tbe  help — not  his  help,  bttt  tbe  help  of 
the  country  and  its  best  interests.  And  permit  him 
to  say,  (and  he  could  call  upon  the  Speaker  to 
prove  tbe  truth  of  what  he  said:  he  could  also 
call  upon  every  man  present  whom,  eighteen 
months  ago,  he  could  call  a  ''brother  Whig,"  to 
prove  its  truth,)  that  it  wasproclaimed  by  the  Whig 
partv,  that  whenever  they  placed  their  President  in 
the  Executive  chair,  he  should  be  the  Pref  ideni  o( 
the  nation,  and  not  the  President  merely  of  a  par- 
ty. What  did  they  hear  during  the  whole  time  of 
General  Jackson's  and  Mr.  Van  Barents  admini^- 
trations,  vociferated  by  the  Whigs,  in  every  form 
of  emphasis,  in  every  variety  of  accent,  in  every 
tone  of  derision  and  denunciation?  Tbey  Heard 
the  party  (and  the  partif  was  always  italiciFed) 
spoken  of  with  contempt  and  horror,  as  doing 
50  and  so;  that  1^  yortif  in  power  did  not  pro 
fess  to  be  the  representatives  of  the  people;  but 
of   tbe  party.    Now,  that  was  all  the  sentiment 

i  avowed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 


[Mr.  CnsHiNo,]  that  when  the  A()minisiraioa 
submitted  any  question,  Hot  (o  a  party,' but  to  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  ^bngreSs  of- 
the  United 'States  assembled — the  Repre-^emativea 
of  the  people  of  the  whole  nation — thai  they  should 
paps  the  best  measure,  and  the  people  would  care 
not  if  It  were  parsed  by  one  party  or  by  another. 
Away  with  their  parties.  Party  had  i*s  uses,  and 
party  had  its  abuses.  The  only  good  use  ot  a  party 
was  to  subserve  the  will  of  the  majority— to  sub- 
serve the  will  of  tbe  people.  The  abaSe  of  party 
was  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  people;  and  whea 
party  undertook  to  control  tbe  will  of  the  people, 
it  was  then  thai  a  President  of  tbe  United  States 
did  the  most  patriotic  act  that  a  public  functionar/  . 
could  do,  by  arraying  tbe  power  oj  the  Constitu- 
tion against  the  power  of  party.  And  Un  bashing  the 
President  on  these  solid  principlef — for  potting  the 
Whigs  on  their  own  professions  and  their  own  sen- 
timents— sentiments  to  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  ad- 
hered— that  the  President  of  tbe  United  Spates  was 
not  to  be  a  party  President — that  be  was  not  to 
look  to  the  Whigs  alone,  or  to  the  Democrats 
alone,  but  to  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  in 
their  representative  capacity,  and  not  in  their  party^ 
relations; — it  was  on  sentiments  like  these,  remon- 
strances likH  these,  warnings  like  these,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  ThompsoitI  had 
based  the  declaration  that  an  honorable  Rep* 
resentative  from  one  of  the  most  honora- 
ble States  in  this  Union  bad  set  «p  the 
Executive  power  and -the  ^poife  of  office  ta 
tbe  highest  bidder.  He  would  say  to  that  gentle- 
man— and  that  gentleman  knew  the  respect  which 
he  (Mr.  Wise)  bore  him — that  it  pained  him  to 
bear  such  a  monstrous  perversion  of  facts  from  a 
gentleman  so  respectable;  it  grieved  him  to  bear 
such  a  monstrous  perversion  of  the  sayings  and 
doings  of  an  adversary.  It  could  neither  do  good 
to  the  cause  which  that  gentleman  advocated,  not 
credit  to  himself.  And  to  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont— who  bad  an  equal  title  to  bis  respect  with 
tbe  gentleman  from  Indtana-*-be  would  say,  that 
tbe  people  of  tbe  United  States  could  noW  judge 
well  of  Whig  testimony,  and  of  Whig  facts,  and 
of  Whig  proofs  and  inferences  when  a  gentleman 
rose  on  that  floor,  and  asserted,  ir  it  bout  proof  or 
knowledge  on  tbe  subject,  and  in  the  face  of  a  con- 
tradiction, that  a  speech  delivered  in  that  House 
the  day  before  yesterday  was  well  prepared,  and 
was  semi-official.  In  behalf  of  his  friend  from 
Massachnsetts,  [Mr.  Cnsaiva,]  he  would  declare, 
before  the  House,  that,  so  far  as  one  gentleman 
could  judge  of  Ibe  mind  and  preparation  of  an- 
other, he  did  believe— as  the  gentleman  assured 
him  was  the  fact— Ibat  the  speech  was  impromptu, 
without  consultation,  and  without  any  pretence  of 
preparation.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these 
facts,  gentlemen  could  boldly  rise  up,  and 
say,  on  tbe  <me  side,  that  tbe  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cotrino]  was  speaking  from 
authority ;  and,  on  tbe  other,  that  it  was  an  elab- 
orate speech  and  semi-official.  Now,  there  was  a 
moral  in  this,  and  it  was  (his  :  Those  gentlemen, 
without  other  facts  than  those  that  were  unknown, 
and  disputed  facts  which  occurred  out  of  that 
House,  bad  been  giving  to  the  country  their  state- 
ments, interpretations,  and  constructions.  And  now 
let  him  reason  from  the  known  to  (he  unknown, 
and  what  would  their  testimony  be  worth  before  a 
jury  of  their  country  ?  If  a  gentleman  fVom  Indi- 
ana could  rise,  and,  in  the  face  of  two  hundred  wit- 
nes»ed  who  heard  what  was  said,  and  saw  what  was 
done,  so  monstrously  misrepre5eat  what  was  said 
and  done,  as  to  say  that  there  had  been  a  hawking, 
a  shameless  hawking  of  the  Executive  power  and 
the  spoils  of  office ;  if  be  could  thus  pervert  (be 
facts,  in  the  face  of  two  hundred  wimesses— what 
were  his  convictions  worth  about  facts  which  were 
disputed  or  unknown  1  That  was  the  spicit  of  party. 
He  did  not  attribute  deliberate  falsehood^  to  tbe 
gentlemen— far  be  it  from  bim  to  atiribeie  any 
such  thing  to  them.  No;  but  so  malign  was  tbe 
spirit  of  party,  that,  when  it  seized  on  tbe  mind  of 
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ft  man,  it  embittered  his  heart,  it  blinded  his  vision, 
and  it  extingaished  all  eharitj  in  the  human  bosom. 
Yes,  it  wonld  set  an  editor  in  the  chair  editorial  to 
loraent  his  ingennity  to  pervert  the  meaning  of  an 
upposing  party.  Bat  were  they  editors?  Were 
ibey  scavengers  in  that  ball,  to  heap  np  filth  against 
each  other?  Were  they  to  rack  their  ingenuity  to 
see  how  they  eonld  torture  truth,  and  pervert  it  for 
the  malign  purposes  of  party?  Or  had  they  seats 
there  ss  representatives  of  the  people,  to  deal  fairly 
with  each  others— to  meet  each  other's  facts  and  ar- 
guments, and,  in  the  collision  of  debate,  to  elicit 
truth?  Were  they  lawyers,  that  were  trying  to 
*'aaake  the  worse  appear  the  better  cause?**  Or 
we  e  ihey  gentlemen  of  sincerity  and  truth,  who 
believed  the  cause  they  advocated  was  the  best 
cause,  and  that  it  needed  neither  perversion  nor 
misrepresentation  to  aid  it?  He  appealed  to  every 
jgentieman  who  had  heard  that  debate,  whether 
jastiee  had  been  done  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachnsettf;  and  whether  he  had  been  guilty  of  an 
open,  bold,  shameless  hawking  of  the  spoils  of 
Qovernment. 

He  found  that  his  time  was  nearly  out,  while 
what  be  had  said  was  but  the  mere  beginning — the 
juere  clearing  up  of  what  had  been  said  by  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts.  He  wanted,  if  the 
faletf  of  .the  House  would  give  him  the  lime,  to 
prove  the  wisdom  of  the  remonstrances,  and  the 
warnings,  and  the  imprecations  of  his  friend  from 
Mjssaohusetts;  and  be  would  recur  to  the  history 
of  the  past,  even  up  to  the  present  moment,  to 
Fhow  to  the  ultras  of  both  parties  the  wisdom  of 
his  declaraiions — the  morality  of  his  declarations— 
and  the  truth  of  his  declarations*  And  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  history,  be  would  touch  on  some 
facts  about  which  he  bad  not  spoken  as  yet,  and 
some  facts  which  had  been  touched  upon  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana;  but  he  wonld  not  go  into 
tbose  facts  at  the  present  time.  He  had  been 
\waiting.  and  he  would  continue  to  wait,  for  the 
tt:me  for  viDdication;->-and  that  occasion  was  when 
that  honest  impeachment  should  be  brought  up. 
fiut  he  did  not  see  his  colleague  [Mr.  Botts]  in  his 
seat,  who  had  openly  and  privately  proclaimed  that 
he  wonld  impeach  the  Prtddent.  He  (Mr.  Wisa) 
was  afraid,  before  that  day  came,  his  colleague 
would  not  have  it -in  his  power  to  vote  on  that 
question.  But  to  return.  There  were  facts 
behind  the  curtain  undeveloped;  but  when  the 
gentlf  man  from  Viiginia  [Mr.  Botts]  should  bring 
the  President  of  the  United  States  before  the  Sen- 
ate, be  (Mr.  Wiss)  should  be  ready  to  speak  of 
some  facts  which  were  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge; at  present,  however,  in  anticipation  of 
the  day  of  impeachment^  he  should  content  himself 
wlih  baying  .that,  whatever  others  might  say  of 
hi 01,  he  felt,  and  was  proud  to  feel,  that  he  had 
within  him  as  good  instinct  as  other  men  of  what 
was  honorable,  and  just,  and  trae.  He  wonld  say 
further,  that  there  wa^  no  man  in  this  country  who 
had  had  better  opportunity  to  know  the  secret 
movements  of  the  Whig  party,  and  of  the  Execu- 
tire,  and  of  the  caucuses  and  councils  of  the  Whig 
party  there,  than  he  had.  And  be  believed  he  might 
justly  go  further;  for  he  stood  in  a  position  to  know 
both  sides — and  bis  constituents  knew  enough  of 
him  to  believe  him  if  he  were  doubted  there — ^yes, 
there  was  a  people  who  knew  and  would  believe 
bios,  when  he  made  to  them  the  declaration  that, 
notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  uttered,  notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  published,  not  half  was 
known,  not  half  was  published;  and  when  all  was 
known,  when  all  was  published,  he  believed  the 
world,  in  its  judgment,  wonld  sustain  him  in  the 
opinion  he  now  declared — that  no  man  on  earth 
ever  acted  with  purer  motive— no  man  on  earth 
ever  acted  with  purer  design — that  no  man's  in- 
tentions were  ever  farther  from  crime,  or  guilt,  or 
perfidy,  than  John  Tyler's. 

He  would  go  further  than  this — and  he  hoped 
that  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  party  would  not  take 
bis  remarks  as  reproachful  to  them,  as  he  spoke 
for  no  one  in  particular  here^he  would  say,  when 
the  truth  became  known,  that  the  authors  of  the  cal- 
umnies against  the  President's  character  and  reputa- 
tion, where  he  should  be  found  guilty  of  treason 
and  of  peifidy,  wonld  be  found  guilty  of  a  triple 
treason  an<\  a  triple  perfidy*     He  believed  this. 


from  the  full  knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  of 
the  designs  and  movements  of  both  parties.  He 
m-'ght  say  that  he  had  been  intimate  with  the  mo- 
tives and  movements  of  the  Whig  party;  and  he 
would  now  proclaim  a  fact  which  hitherto  had  not 
been  before  the  public  gazes  In  ell  the  discussions 
on  the  subject,  the  disease — the  cancer,  which  had 
eaten  up  its  very  vitals — of  the  Whig  party,  had 
been  assigned  an  origin  no  farther  back  than  the 
called  session  of  Congress  in  1841.  The  fact 
was,  the  disease  of  tiie  Whig  party  dated  fur- 
.ther  back;  and  gentlemen  on  that  floor  knew 
it  as  well  as  himself.  It  dated  from  the  first  organ- 
ization of  the  Cabinet  of  Gen.  Harrison.  Had 
Harrison  lived,  the  partjr  would  have  been  divided 
even  more  than  at  the  present  time.  He  should 
speak  plainly,  in  order  that  both  sides  might  un- 
derstand him.  The  real  difficulties  in  the  Whig 
party  originated  with  the  jealousies  of  two  great 
leaders  of  that  party— Daniel  Webster  and  Henry 
Clay.  Daniel  Webster  was  placed  by  Henry  Clay 
in  a  post  in  the  line  of  unsafe  precedents,  (the  re- 
porter might  mark  it-^he  did  not  say  iafe  prece- 
dents.) It  was  as  notorious  as  the  sunlight  of  mid- 
day* that  Daniel  Webster  was  the  favorite  nf  the 
then  President,  Harrison.  Although  Gen.  Harri- 
son felt  no  enmity  to  Henry  Clay,  yet  he  never 
would  have  giveii  him  his  good  will.  Henry  Clay 
took  his  position  in  the  Senate,  and  Daniel  Web- 
ster in  she  Cabinet,  at  the  head  of  the  State  Depart* 
ment.  But  it  was  a  mistake  to  put  Mr.  Webster 
in  the  Department  of  State.  True,  he  had  the 
power  of  patronage — the  giving  of  office,  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  stars  and  garters  of  the  Adminis- 
tration; but  what  had  Clay  with  which  to  check- 
mate him?  He  answered,  the  power  of  confirma- 
tion or  rejection  of  all  appointments,  in  the  Senate. 

The  House  had  witnessed  a  great  outbreak  and 
clamor  against  the  vfeto  power  of  the  Executive. 
He  would  ask,  is  not  power  at  the  beginning  of 
laws  greater  than  the  power  of  the  vet(>?  Give 
him  the  initiation  of  laws,  and  he  would  cheerfully 
give  to  the  President  the  power  of  the  veto.  Here- 
tofore, the  President  had  not  only  the  veto  power, 
but  also  the  initiation  of  legislation. 

Turning  to  the  Speaker,  he  di»claimed  making 
any  implication,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  around 
or  about,  having  reference  to  the  conduct  of  that 
officer.  Yet,  he  must  say  that  the  leader  of  a  par- 
ty— possessing,  in  fact,  the  Speaker's  chair— -con- 
trolling the  appointment  of  committees,  the  organ- 
ization of  the  House,  the  forms,  of  businefs — de- 
ciding what  should  be  entertained  in  the  commit- 
tees, and  what  in  the  House — prescribing  the  man- 
ner in  which  all  propositions  should  be  intro- 
duced, and  eventually  giving  shape  and  substance 
to  every  measure — did  indeed  possess  a  great  de- 
gree of  power.  Gentlemen  might  talk  of  the  one- 
man  power  of  the  President;  but  he  knew  not  of  a 
greater  one-man  power  than  that  actually  exercised 
in  the  initiation  of  legislatien.  The  great  leader 
had  taken  especial  care  to  hold  the  entire  control 
over  the  initiation  of  businesj*,  by  empleving  all 
the  machinery  of  the  organization  of  the  House  to 
accomplish  his  purposes.  He  had  everything  that 
could  aid  him  at  command,  and  all  that  was  left 
was  the  power  of  the  Constitution  in  the  hands  of 
the  President. 

Thu.«,  therefore,  whilst  one  of  these  great  rival 
leaders  had  possession  of  the  patronage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  other  held  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and 
was  omnipotent  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Was  it  not  notorious  that  the  candidate  of  one 
for  the  collectorship  of  the  port  of  New  York  was 
Edward  Curtis,  and  the  candidate  of  the  other  Mr. 
Wetmore?  Was  it  not  universally  known  here, 
when  the  Cabinet  was  first  organized,  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  collector  lo  the  port  of  New  York 
was  a  lest  of  the  strength  of  the  two  rivals  with 
General  Harrison?  There  were  other  facts  con- 
nected with  this  subject  in  his  knowledge,  which 
he  had  not  spoken  of,  and  which  he  should  hold 
sacred:  But  he  now  proclaimed  it,  that,  had  Har- 
rison lived  until  this  time,  the  ultra  Clay  clique 
would  have  been  united  with  the  Democratic  par- 
ty, and  warring  in  common  with  them,  not  for  any 
particular  candidate,  but  against  Daniel  Webster. 
The  seeds  of  disunion  were  sown  in  the  Cabinet  of 
General  Haniaon,  and  sproated  death  to  the  Whig 


party.  He  (Mr.  YL)  bad,  on  many  occasions^ 
heard  men  on  that  floor  commence  speeches  in  the 
most  lugubrious  and  dolorous  strain,  lamenting 
over  lbs  death  of  Harrison,  and  th«i  following  op 
their  preface  with  an  attack  upon  the  eharaeier 
and  administration  of  Johu  Tyler,  attribntiog  all 
the  evils  of  the  times  to  the  fact  of  his  being  iftesi- 
dent.  These  lamentations,  too,  proceeded  from 
men  who  were  onee  prepared  to  hurl  their  vindic- 
tive thunderbolts  against  Harrisott,  because  ihey 
feared  that  Mr.  Webeter  would  be  his  sueeessor  ( 
Yes;  it  was  the  death  of  General  Harrison  that 
dispersed  and  broke  up  the  plots  and  eojmteipkMs 
which  were  forming  around  him. 

In  making  these  remarks,  he  had  no  desiga  to 
cast  reproach  upon  any  one.  That  leproadi,  if 
implied,  fell  upon  Mr.  Webster  as  well  as  Mr. 
Clay.  But  the  battle  lines  had  been  drawn;  and 
he  (Mr.  W.)  spoke  of  facts. 

To  proceed  with  his  narrative.  The  called  ses- 
sion came,  and  John  Tyler  proclaimed,  as  dis- 
tinctly as  it  could  be  proclaimed — as  dearly  as  it 
could  be  made  to  appear  on  paper^-ihat  he  would 
not  sign  a  bank  bill;  that  he  considered  the  idea  of 
a  United  States  Bank  as  defnnoi,  and  as  condemned 
by  the  general  will  of  the  country.  The  President 
went  farther  than  this:- he  not  only  said  that  a  bank 
had  been  condemned  by  tbe  people,  and  by  con- 
siderations of  expediency,  but  also  that  the  Con- 
siitution  interposed  an  insurmountable  ob[eetion  to 
its  establishment.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  ihcM  plain 
declarations,  his/riendi^yes,  his  friends,  for  diey 
called  themselves  the  Pre8ident*s/WsiM(f-^ramed 
the  bank  bill,  and  passed  it.  The  veto  came.  la 
the  interim,  a  thousand  things  transpired,  of  whiefa 
he  could  not  now  speak 

He  had  now  arrived  at  that  part  of  his  remarks 
where  he  wished  he  could  dwell  longer  than  the 
rules  of  the  Hou^e  would  permit  him.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Thompson]  bad  eom- 
niented  on  the  faei^  that  a  communication  was 
made  to  the  President  by  die  Whig  party,  or  a  por- 
tion ot  that  party  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
saying  to  him,  that,  if  it  could  be  understood  that 
the  Cabinet  were  to  retain  their  places,  the  bank 
bill  would  not  be  sent  to  the  President  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  The  gentleman  denied 
this,  and  positively  assured  the  Houfe  that  the 
charge  was  untrne.  Now,  he  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, how  could  be  testify? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana  said  he  wonld  re- 
peat the  expression  cf  his  belief  that  the  charge 
was  untrue,  and  that  no  gentleman  had  been  au- 
thorized to  call  upon  the  President  and  make  such 
a  proposition.  So  far  as  he  knew  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  the  Wbig  party  in  that  House,  be 
felt  assured  that  no  individual  or  committee  ever 
bad  been,  or  ever  would  have  been,  authorized  to 
submit  any  such  proposition  to  the  President 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  snre  that  such  would  be 
the  amount  of  the  gentleman's  answer  to  his  ques- 
tion. What  did  it  amount  to?  That  one  member 
out  of  S42  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  any 
such  proposition  having  been  made  to  tbe  Pres- 
idmi !  He  wonld  inform  the  gentleman  fh>m  In- 
diana that  a  thousand  things  happened,  about  the 
time  to  which  be  referred,  which  that  gentleman 
did  not  dream  of  in  his  philosophy. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  challenged  proof  of 
ibe  charge.  He  called  for  the  name  or  names  of 
ibtf  men  who  had  made  this  proposition  to  the 
President.  Let  them  be  announced,  that  tbe  coun- 
try might  Itnow  who  they  are. 

Mr.  WISB  said  he  had  got  sentlemen  in  the 
place  where  he  wished  them.  They  should  not  be 
gratified,  except  in  bis  own  way.  He  could,  how- 
ever, tell  them  that  be  might  lay  his  hand  upon 
more  than  one  member  of  that  House  who  could 
testify— [Many  voices:  <*Let'8  hear  their  names*'^- 
**who  are  they?" — **we  dare  yoti  to  say."]  Ohl 
gentlemen  were  brave,  v^ry  brave,  at  this  particu- 
lar time;  but  let  tbem  bring  forward  their  impeach- 
ment, and  then  be  would  show  who  was  impli- 
cated. 

Tbe  hour  having  expired, 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  obtained  the  floor;  but 

Mr.  WISE  manifested  a  strong  disposition  to 
proceed;  and,  at  the  request  of  gentlemen  in  all  di- 
recUousy  who  showed  an  impatience  to  hear  th9 
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9peaker,  be  moved  that  the  rales  be  suspended,  in 
order  to  entble  hitti  to  contihae  speaking  for  one 
bonr  more,  or  nniil  be  shoold  have  concluded  his 
speech.  [Many  voices:  **Let  him  proceed  hy  gen- 
eral  «on»enr.**] 

Mr.  FBSSENDBN  insisted  on  his  right  to  the 
floor. 

The  SPEAKER  was  about  to  pat  the  question 
open  allowing  Mr.  Wiss  to  proceed;  when 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSHALL  rose,  and  inqaired 
whether  the  proposed  exception  to  the  one-hoar 
rule  was  only  iolended  for  the  benefit  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  no  other 
membet? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WARREN  said  he  mast  insist  apon  having 
the  yeas  and  nays.  . 

They  wfere  taken,  and  resalted— yeas  100,  nays 
80,  as  follows: . 

TEAS— MewTB.  Arrlngton,  Atherton,  Beemn^lBidlaelr,  Black, 
Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewiier.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Wm.  Bttller,  Wil. 
liam  O.  Builer,  Qreea  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  Cary,  ChapiQan,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Colea,  Colquiu, 
M.  A.Cooper,CroM,  CushiDg,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dawion,  Dean,DMin, 
Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John  O. 
Flojd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Famaoce,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gordon, 
GoMiae,  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck.  Houston,  Habard, 
Charles  J.  lagersoM,  Wm,W.  Irwin,  Jack,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson, 
Oara  Jobosoo,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  Robert  McClellan,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John 
T.  Maaon,  Medill,  Meriwether,  NewHard,  Oliyer,  Parmenter, 
Fatridge,  Payne,  Pickenn,  Piomer,  Pope,  Proffii,  Read,  Red 
ing,  Renelier,  Reynolds,  Ridaway,  Rngers,  Rooeevelt,  tianford, 
Seondera,  Shaw,  sShepDenl,  Shields,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Siokely, 
Sanater,  Taliaferro,  it.  w.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Troui,  Turney,  Van  Buren.  Ward,  Watterson,  Wallari 
Westbrook,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Wise,  and  Wood-100. 

NATS— Messrs.  Adam&  Allen,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Aycrigg, 
Babeock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdsa^e,  Blair,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton  Biown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell, 
Caruthem  Casey,  Childa,  Chittenden,  J.  C.  Clark,  James 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Craoaton,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  Bvdrett, 
FeaseDdeo,  FUlmore,  Gogein,  Patrick  G.  Goods,  Graham, 
Greeo,  Howard,  Htidson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James 


■hik 


Irvin,  John  P.  Kennedy.  King,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan,  T. 
F.  Manfaali,  Samson  Mason,  Maitiiot,  Mathews,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Oabome,  Owsley,  Fen- 
dieum,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph, 
Rayner,  William  Raosell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Trn- 
man  Smith,  Sprlgg,  Stanly,  S<ration,  A.  H.  H.  Staart,  John 
T.  Stuart,  Sammers,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
TomliOBoq,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Warren,  Washington, 
Jos.  L-.  white,  Thomas  W.  WiUiams,  Winihrop,  and  John 
Yoaog~60. 

So,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rales  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  FE3SBNDBN  regretted  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  had  made  the 
mofioQ  which  the  Hoase  had  jast  rejected,  for 
flwenty  minutes  had  been  consomed  by  it,  which, 
by  that  spaee  of  time,  ^vonld  have  diminished  that 
portion  which  his  remarlfs  wonid  oecnpy.  He 
should,  however,  make  his  remarks  as  short  as 
possible.  He  should  not  argue  the  qaestion  of  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law^  for  it  was  unnecessary; 
amd  all.  he  designed  to  do  now  was  to  make  what 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  yesterday,  called  "de- 
sultory'* remarks.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Kewnbdt]  said  yesterday,  that  he  had  been 
cold  the  bankrupt  law  was  passed  to  secure  the 
wote  of  Maine,  and  that  defeat  in  that  and  other 
sections  had  induced  them  to  retrace  their  steps, 
r^ow,  without  speaking  for  others,  for  himself  he 
wrould  say  that  he  was  unwilling  to  retrace  the 
steps  he  had  taken. 

He  then  recapitulated  the  arguments  with  which 
be  supported  the  bankrupt  law  at  the  extra  session, 
a.nd  denied  that  public  opinion  called  for  its  repeal. 
"Where  was  (he  evidence  of  such  public  opinion  7 
He  hsid  seen  none ;  bat  if  they  had  evidence  of  a 
eJiange  of  opinion  of  his  constituents,  he  would 
bcsitate  until  he  saw  whether  that  opinion  had  been 
produced  by  looking  upon  the  whole  merits  of  the 
4}iiesrion.    It  was  a  qaestion  that  belonged  to  the 
^whole  country ;  for  the  whole  country  was  interested 
in  it,  and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  determined  by 
(lie  opinions  of  any  man's  constituents.  If  his  con- 
stituents shonld  undertake  to  instruct  him,  he  should 
B^y  to  them  that  he  was  sorry  to  differ  from  them ; 
l>cit,  60  differing,  he  must  beg  to  act  on  his  own 
jtad^ment. 

One  thing  more  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  and 
Cbcn  he  would  have  done  with  all  he  had  to  say  on 
(b€  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law.  It  was  designed 
#k>T  the  benefit  of  creditors,  to  enable  them  to 
themselves  against  the  frauds  of  their  debt- 
by  a  compulsory  process.    All  this  was  urged 


at  the  rime  the  law  was  passed,  and  the  argument 
existed  with  as  much  force  now  as  then.  He 
would,  in  conclusion,  ask,  why  not  let  the  bill  stand 
nnfil  its  effects  could  be  seen?  He  Would  say, 
leave  the  Whig  party  to  bear  the  odium  of  it,  and 
10  see  if  some  benefits  could  not  be  derived  from  it. 
There  were  some  defects  in  (he  law,  he  admitted; 
but  these  defects  could  be  remedied,  and  be  hoped 
that  that  would  be  done  rather  than  destroy  the 
law. 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  reply  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Tbompson]  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  CnsHiNQ.]  It  was  possible,  he  said,  that  be 
might  have  misapprehended  the  remarks  of  the 
latter  gentleman;  that  his  ears  might  have  deceived 
him  in  listening  to  them;  and  that  his  eyes  might 
have  deceived  him  in  reading  them  over  as  report- 
ed in  the  papers.  He  confessed,  however,  that  to 
his  judgment  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  did  not  deserve  the  imputation  cast  on 
them  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisi,] 
of  having  grossly  misrepresented  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  confessed  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts:,  as  he 
underwood  them,  struck  him  with  surprise,  coming 
frnm  the  quarter  of  ihe  country  he  did,  where  such 
ideas  did  not  originate.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, in  bis  opinion,  though  he  made  a  labored 
apology  for  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  made  it 
all  in  vain,  and,  as  he  understood  it,  he  thooght  it  a 
most  lame  and  impotent  apology.  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ma!>sachttsetts  commenced  this  war;  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  replied,  by  saying  that  it 
was  commenced  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee; 
and  that  all  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts said,  was  in  reply  to  him.  True,  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  made 
first ;  but  how  much  of  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  was  in  replv  to  it? 
He  would  venture  to  pay,  not  one-fourth.  The  gen- 
tleman Arom  Massachusetts  depreciated  crimination 
and  recrimination,  and  expressed  his  objections  lo 
party  debates.  But  the  gentleman,  after  exhorting 
his  opponents  not  tn  indulge  in  the  spirit  of  party, 
did  so  himself.  This,  too,  was  not  the  first  time 
(he  gentleman  talked  about  party  and  party  spirit. 
If  he  mistook  not,  the  geatleman  commenced  this 
kind  of  warfare  at  the  extra  session,  and  attempted 
to  convince  the  people  that  the  members  here  were 
influenced  altogether  by  party  views  for  party  object?, 
and  not  by  a  desire  to  carry  on  the  public  business. 
The  gentleman  endeavored  to  convince  the  country 
that  the  Whigs  were  doing  nothing  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  he  made  the  same  charge  against 
the  Democrats  too,  while  he  claimed  that  the  Ad- 
ministration ptLtXj  alone  showed  any  evidence  of 
a  desire  to  legislate  for  the  public  good.  After 
some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  F.  (in  which  he 
commented  pretty  severely  on  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  he  belonged 
to  no  party,)  and  reading  an  extract  from  Dean 
Swift's  works,  in  which  a  no-party  man  is  pictured 
in  a  very  odious  light,  he  proceeded  to  notice  that 
part  of  Mr.  Cs  remarks  which  had  been  charac- 
terized as  threaieniag  to  bring  the  power  and 
patronage  of  the  President  to  bear  upon  the 
coming  elections.  No  man  of  common  in- 
telligence, he  contended,  ceuld  put  any  other 
construction  upon  this  part  of  the  gentleman's 
remarks,  than  that  the  President  would  bring  the 
power  of  his  ofilce  to  bear  on  the  elections.  The 
gentleman  said  that,  in  time,  the  two  great  politi- 
cal parties  of  this  country  would  settle  down  upon 
two  candidates  for  the  Presidency;  and  that,  when 
that  time  came  rohnd,  those  immediately  around 
the  President  would  have  a  word  to  say;  and  he 
Warned  the  friends  of  political  aspirants,  that  it 
was  not  their  interest  to  run  counter  to  this  Admin- 
istration. This,  to  him,  was  a  most  alarming  and 
ominous  threat  on  the  part  of  the  Administraaon. 
Are  we  (said  Mr.  F.)  to  be  told  that,  because  the 
Administration  will  have  a  word  to  say  in  the 
Presidential  election,  we  are  to  keep  silence 
here?  or  that  we  are  to  support  the  exchequer  bill? 
Be  hoped  that  the  day  would  never  arrive  whf^n 
that  House  would  be  inflifenced  by  arguments  like 
theae. 


After  some  furtlier  remarks  from  Mr.  F  — 
Mr.  MARSHALIi  of  Kentucky  obUined  (ho 
floor,  and  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  BRONSON,  on  whoae  motion 
The  House  adjourned. 


IN  9BNATE. 
Fbidat,  December  30,  1843. 

Mt,  CHOATB  presented  a  petition  from  Am 
Andrews,  of  Ipswich,'  Massachusetts,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  payment  to  hina 
of  the  amount  of  a  certain  judgment  obtained 
against  the  United  States  in  the  dfstrict  court:  re* 
ferred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
•  Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  front 
the  State,  and  three  frem  the  city  of  New  York, 
rdmonatrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law;  which  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Ck>m« 
mittee. 

Mr.  T.  also  presented  a  memorial  frooi  a  num- 
ber of  insurance  companies  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  an  appropriation  for  improving 
the  Mississippi  and  adjoining  rivers,  to  give  facility 
to  commerce:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  several  bills,  and  th?y  were  re- 
ferred more  appropriately. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back  to  the  Senate  the  bill  ^r 
the  relief  of  Snow  Y.  Sears,  without  amendment 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Also,  reported  back,  with  an  amendmrnt,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Drew. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  Neir 
York  ci(y,  signed  by  numerous  mercantile  firms, 
praying  for  the  immediate  and  unconditional  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  submitted  (he  following  reso- 
lution;-which  was  read,  and  agreed  t^,  viz: 

Hetolvedj  That  the  Comorilasioner  or  the  General  Land  Oflloa 
l>e  directed  to  lay  before  ttie  Senate  a  etaiement  allowing  at  whac 
oflfcee  public  sales  of  landa  twre  been  held  elncethe  4th  of  Sep* 
tember,  1641,  being  the  dare  of  the  act  to  appropriate  die  pro* 
ceedfl  of  tneealee  of  the  public  landtf  and  to  grant  pre-emptioa 
rights;  and  the  total  amount  of  money  received  at  each  publia 
sale;  and  particularly  that  he  state  what  amount,  if  any,  wmi 
paid  for  lands  oyer  the  minimum  price  of  tl  25  per  acre. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr* 
Bemton  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  adopted^ 
viz: 

Raaohedf  Tliat,  in  addition  to  copies  of  all  the  correipond« 
ence  with  and  from  all  our  miDistera  abroad  in  relation  to  that 


quintuple  treaty,  the  President  be  requested  to  clNnmunlcate  to 

far  as  it 

1 
Great  Brittdn. 


the  Senate  (so  far  as  it  may  be  compatible  with  the  public  in 
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terest)  all  such  correspoadence  in  relation  to  the  trea^  with 
Great  Brittdn. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LiNN^  bill  "to  authorize  the  adoption  oC 
measures  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  tlie 
Territory  of  Oreffon;  for  extending  certain  portions 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same^ 
and  for  other  purposes,*'  came  up,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  for  oonaideration;  and  someamend« 
ments  recommended  by  the  select  committee  were 
adopted.  [The  bill  was  inserted  at  length  in  yes* 
lerday's  Globe.] 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  this  measure  had 
been  so  often  avibmitted  to  the  Senate  heretofore, 
and  so  fully  discussed,  that  he  conceived  it  unne- 
cessary to  dwell,  at  this  stage  of  the  bill,  upon  its 
importance  and  urgency.  On  theae  points  there 
could  remain  no  doubt— the  subject,  indeed,  had 
been  exhausted. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  pre* 
amble,  in  the  words  following: 

"Whereas  the  title  of  the  United  Statee  to  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  is  certain,  and  will  not  \»  abandoned;  therefore.*' 

Mr.  T.  remarked  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  but  did  not  eonaider  this  preamble  either  ne« 
cessary  or  in  good  taste. 

Mr.  LINN  said  it  was  a  point  which  he  intend* 
ed  to  discuss  when  the  bill  shonld  arrive  at  the 
usual  stage  for  debate;  and  he  would  be  pleased 
if  the  Sraator  from  Ohio  would  defer  his  motion 
till  then.  The  select  committee  had  thought 
proper  to  prefix  this  preamble,  in  consideration  of 
the  fact  that  great  doubt  and  uncertainty  prevail- 
ed in  tlie  public  mind  aa  to  the  intentions  of  th' 
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tloTrernment  in  tglaiion  ift.  thfi  Off gon  Territory. 
1\  was  tboQgfat  alMmportaot  tp  iemove  these 
doobts,  and  this  ancenaibfjs,  bjr^  ibe.  declaratory 
preamble  of  this  bill.  Great  Britain  ha(l  fylly  and 
amply  reeogniaed  oar  rigt^t  to  t^e  Oxegon  Terrl- 
toiy,  and  only  disputed  abiDOt  the  Northern  j)nan- 
dary.  A  general  declaration  of  onr  right  to  ^he 
Territory,  therefore,  conlil  not  inyolve  anything 
prejudicial  to  peadingfnegotia^ons.  We  merely, 
by  this  preamble,  hold  ont  to 'onr  ownip^pJt  the 
reassaraoce  that  we  will  not  abandon  our  clain^j 
and  that  we  will  maintain  the  right  of  oui^  citizens 
emigrating  to  the  territory.  Mr.  I^.  here  took  a 
rjapid  and  well  digested  review  of  the  history  of 
ottr'  rifle,  and  the  various  negotiations  with  Qreat 
Britain  on  the  subject,  showing,  aa  be  accu)nulated 
the  evidences  In  our  favor,  uial  our  claim  to  the 
whofe  rfgion  from  the  4Sd  degree  oC  north 
latitAcle  to  at  least  the  49.h  degree;  and,  in  widih, 
fVoni'the  Pacific  Oiiean  to  our  territories  ea&t  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  is  indjsputabltti  ajqid  only  re- 
ij^nires  the  assertion  of  our  right  in  a  proper  manner, 
to  Em  placed  beyond  cavil. 

,  Mr.  McROBERTS  followed  in  support  of  Mr. 
LiNN*s  views,  and  in  opposiiion  to  Mr.  Tappan^s 
amendment.  He  went  minutely  into  the  history 
c|f  the  Spanish  discoveries  on  the  northwest  ooast, 
during  the  16ib,  17th,  and  18ih  centuries;  and 
showed  that  tbe  only  claim  laid  by  Great  Britain  lo 
any  part  of  the  coast  within  our  asserted  boun- 
daqr,  was  baaed  on  the  treaty  with  Spain  in  1790; 
Vfixxch  be  proved  was  no  claim  at  all  against 
us.  He  also  proved,  from  the  second  vo]« 
nme  of  Ynnconver's  Voyages,  that  Captain 
Gray^  priority  of  discovery  as  to  the  Colom- 
bia river  was  recognised  by  that  negotiator 
80  fully  and  unequivocally,  that  it  was  quite  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  Great  Britain,  in  the  face 
of  evidence  &o  strongly  fornished  by  her  own  ac- 
credited officer,  should  ever  think  of  preferring  any 
claim  to  the  territory  drained  by  that  river. 

,  He  showed  that  Great  Britain  never  bad  a  just 
claim  that  she  did  not  enforce;  and  never  put  for- 
ward Jtn  unjust  one  that  she  did  not  endeavor  to 
strengthen  by  postponement  and  diplomatic  pro 
crsstination.  If  she  had  the  same  ground  to  stand 
upon  in  this  instance  that  we  have,  she  would  not 
he;>itate  a  moment  to  af^sert  it,  and  to  enforce  it,  if 
necessary.  Why,  then,  should  we  weaken  oar 
own  right,  and  strengthen  her  pretensions,  by  vol- 
nnUiily  deferring  the  assertion  of  our  claim?  Our 
light  was  indisputable  from  tbe  43d  to  the  49ih 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the  Pacific 
ocpan  to  our  territory  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
Thfs.comprisrd  a  fertile  region  700  miles  wide  at 
one  extremity,  and  500  at  the  other — running 
through '7  degrees  of  latitude,  and  embracing  near^ 
ly  two  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  laud-^^nough 
to  form  fowr  or  live  new  States  It  was  of  vital 
Hiteresi  to  us  to  have  the  control  of  those  Indian  tribes 
which  infi  st  our  Western  borders.  The  proviAioos  of 
this  bill  would  enable  us  to  keep  them  in  complete 
cbeck«  Hitheru),  it  might  have  been  thought  that  we 
hftd  territory  enough;  and  that,  for  some  genera* 
tions,  we  would  not  have  use  for  more.  But  the 
late  census,  as  well  as  that  preceding,  shows  that 
we  may. calculate  on  our  population  being  doubled 
every  twenty-three  or  twcnty-four  years.  By  this 
ratio,  we  may  expect  to  have  a  population  of  fiAy- 
two  millions  in  1880;  and,  at  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent century,  at  least  ninety-two  millions.  We 
have  to  act  for  those  who  are  to  soceeed  us;  and 
our  neglect  of  their  interests,  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment that  it  is  our  duty  to  place  them  on  a  perma- 
nent foundation,  will  be  wholly  inexcusable. 
Thar  duty  is  now  to  assert  onr  right — to  encourage 
the  occupation  ef  our  own  territory  by  our  own 
citizens—to  give  them  temporary  protection  in  their 
emigration;  and,  in  less  than  ten  years,  our  hardy 
citizens  from  the  Mississippi  valley,  transplanted 
to  this  new  section  of  our  Union,  will  be  able  to 
defend  and  protect  themselves.  They  will  claim 
no  other  protection. 

If  we  delay  longer  to  assert  our  right,  Qreat 
Britain  will  assume  a  new  argument  in  sopport  of 
her  pretensions,  grounded  on  bur  neglect  of  our 
o9irn  claims.  He  wished  not  only  to  retain  the  pre- 
amble  of  the  bill,  but  to  avoid  any  question  of  its 
pf opWety.    He  wanted  to  see  this  bill  passed  in 
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hmk  ^tfttiapa  hy  a  unanimous  vote.    Let  this  be 


done,  and  England  would  at  once  abandon  her  pre- 
teui^ions.  She  would  see  that  we  are  not  only  in 
earoest,  and  determined  to  maintain  our  rights;  but 
that,  in  support  of  them,  we  forget  all  party  differ- 
ences, and  act  with  an  irresistible  unanimity.  If 
this  were  done,  we  should  never  again  hear  a  word 
of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

Tlte  foregoing  is  but  a  brief  and  rapid  sketch  of 
the  excellent  speech  made  by  Mr.  MgRobbbts  on 
this  occasion.    It  will  hereafter  appear  in  full. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  repeated  that  be  was  in  favor  of 
the  bllU  hut  considered  the  introduction  super flnons, 
and  not  in  good  taste.  He  thought  some  other 
modifications  should  be  made — some  provision  for 
purchasing  the  lauds  from  the  Indians,  and  sur- 
veying the  territory,  before  grants  were  made.  As, 
however,  his  motion  did  not  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  LINN  quoted  a  British  act  of  Parliament, 
to  show  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  ba(f 
set  the  example  of  extending  territorial  laws,  in 
the  same  manner  as  laid  down  in  this  bill  for  ex- 
tending the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  to  the 
Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  not  doubting  the  propriety  of 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  was  opposed  to  the  pre- 
amble, OB  the  same  grounds  asserted  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio;  and  also  was  impressed  with  the 
propriety  of  deferring  action  on  the  measure  till 
sufficient  time  were  afforded  to  examine  its  details, 
and  duly  consider  provisions  so  important.  He 
appealed  to  his  friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Limn]  to 
consf  Qi  to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  preamble, 
and  hoped  at  no  distant  day  to  be  able  to  give  the 
bill  his  support.  He  therefore  renewed  the  motion 
of  the  Senator^from  Ohio. 

Mr.  LINN  reiterated  his  conviction  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  quiet  the  public  distrust  of 
the  course  which  this  Government  should  take,  by 
the  pledge  involved  in  the  preamble.  If,  however, 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  wished  for  time  to  con- 
sider the  provisions  of  the  bill,  he  would  have  no 
objection  that  it^should  be  passed  over  informally 
till  next  week.  ^ 

This  proposition  appearing  to  meet  the  general 
concurrence  of  the  Senate,  the  subject  was  passed 
over  informally,  and,  of  course,  resumes  its  place 
on  the  calendar  as  the  first  bill  in  order  next  week. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana,  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petition  and  documents 
of  George  C.  Johnson;  and  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  them  from  the  files,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  ni.ed  before  a  committee  of  the  Hou^e  of 
Representatives. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  back  lo  the  Senate,  without 
amendment,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimants 
to  indemnity  received  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment, for  loss  of  slaves  from  on  board  of  the 
Comet  and  Encomium,  at  Naa^au. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  insolvent  debtors,  be 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instructions  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  numerous  respectable  merchants  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Pensions,**  came  up  on  its 
third  reading;  when 

.  On  motion  by  Mr.  BATES,  aird  by  unanimous 
consent,  it  was  so  amended,  that  all  such  duties  in 
relation  to  laws  granting  military  bounty. land,  shall 
be  performed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  as  may  be  as-  ' 
signed  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, and  passed. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions were  then  read  tbe  third  time  and  passed,  viz: 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  distribuiion  of  the 
catalogues  of  the  library  of  Congress. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  thai 
of  Nantucket;' and 

The  bill  aiaking  compensation  to  pension  agents. 

The  PRESJ  DENT  prp  fern,  laid  before  tbe  Senate 
a  message  fiom  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
covering  a  statement  from  the  Bureau  of  Equip* 
ment  and  Conttrnetion  in  the.  Navy  Department, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  'Senate  ctf 
the  14tb  instant,  allowing  the  anabar  of  veaaels 
and  guns  which  will  be  employed  in  tbe  African 
aqnadron,  under  the  late  British  treaty ;  which,  oa 
motion  of  Mr.  A|tCHER,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered,  lo  be 
printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Urn.  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart* 
ment,  made  in  compliance  with  a  reaolotiim  of  tbe 
Senate  of  the  30th  of  August  last,  covering  a  re* 
port  of  the  Topographical  Engineers,  as  to  tbe  na- 
ture of  the  obstrnctions  in  the  Bayou  If ancbae,  oa 
the  Mississippi,  by  whom  made,  and  oiv  what  an- 
thority,  and  the  probable  coal  of  their  removal; 
which, 

On  motien  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  was  re- 
ft ried  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was  ordered  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjonm  till  Tuesday 
next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  bun- 
ness;  and,  after  a  short  time  spent  therein,  adjourn- 
ed in  accordance  with  their  previous  order. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FaiDAT,  December  30, 1843. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  a  correction  of  the  jour* 
nal.  The  journal  had  omitted  to  state  that  the 
memorial  of  a  portion  of  tbe  members  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Legislature,  in  relation  to  the  division 
of  that  State  into  congressional  districts,  was  laid 
upon  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina. 

The  correction  was  made. 

Mr.  EVERETT  also  rose  to  a  correction  of  tbe 
report  of  his  remarks  on  tbe  38th  of  Decenher,  in 
the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday.  He  stated  that  be 
was  made  to  say  that  he  intended  to  vote  far  tbe 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Brioos]  to  the  resolution  to  recommit  tbe 
bill  to  repeal  tbe  bankrupt  law  to  the  committee, 
with  instructions;  when  be,  in  fact,  did  not  so 
commit  himself.  He  bad  jaot  said  a  word  in  re- 
lation to  the  amendment,  and  did  not  wish  to  ap- 
pear committed  when  he  had  not  made  up  his 
mind  how  he  should  vote. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  presented,  under  tbe  rule, 
a  petition,  very  nnmeronsly  signed  by  citizens  and 
residents  of  the  mineral  region  of  Iowa»  approving 
of  the  bill  (reported  by  Mr.  Whitk,  from  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Public  Lands,  at  the  last  session)  for 
disposing  of  the  mineral  lands  in  Iowa,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  Illinois;  and  praying  that  it,  or  a  bill  of 
similar  provisions,  may  be  enacted  into  a  law:  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STEENROD  presented  the  petition  of  the 
members  of  the  bar  of  the  city  of  Wheeling,  to 
amend  the  law  establishing  a  district  court  of  tbe 
United  States  at  Wheeling. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  presented  tbe  peti* 
Hon  of  638  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  count v  of 
Miiwankie,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  aisking  Con* 
^ress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harlx>r  at  Mii- 
wankie. 

Also,  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Southport,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  a^- 
ing  Congress  to  appropriate  seventy  thoosand  acnes 
of  tbe  public  lands  for  building  a  harbor  at  that 
place. 

Also,  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  town  of 
Racine,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
Congress  to  appropriate  forty  thousand  acres  of  tlie 
public  lands  for  the  building  a  harbor  at  ibat 
place. 

Also,  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Racine,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  of 
Congress  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  that 
place. 
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Alto,  pelitiM  of  the  inhabicuts  of  Monat  Pleas- 
ani»  in  tht  Tetriiory  of  Wisoonsw,  mskiog  Con- 
fresB  foV  aa  apfkrepriaiion  for  a  harbor  at  ibe 
town  of  Racine,  io  said  Territory. 

Also,  potition  of  the  iDhabiiaDrs  of  the  town  of 
Rochester,  in  the  TerrilDry  of  Wiaconstn,  asking 
Congress  for  to  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the 
town  of  Rheine,  in  said  Tenitory. 

Also^  pefkien  ffom  the  inhabitants  of  Dare 
county,  in  ihe  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  atking 
Congress  for  ihe  establishment  of  a  msilroate 
from  Racine  dn  Lac,  to  intersect  the  Milwaukie 
mail-ronteat  Cottage  Qrore. 

THE  FIFTH  AUDITOR. 
Mr.  BPRIGG  said  he  rose  to  a  qaestioo  of  pri^- 
iJege.  A  letter  had  been  addressee*  lo  the  Spf  akcr, 
•nd  published  among  the  documents  of  the  House, 
dated  "Fifth  Aaditor*8  Office,  December  14, 184a,'» 
which  letter  contained  reflections  upon  him,  pe'r- 
sonally.  He  presumed  the  letter  had  been  read  by 
some  of  the  members,  but  he  would  ask  the  Clerk 
to  read  it  for  the  information  of  the  House: 

Fifth  Audiiar'9  Office^  December  14, 1842. 
Bm*  In  a  report  of  a  debate  in  the  Hoom  of  RepresentaUvee 
ODHonday  )a«,  contained  in  the  National  lotelllgencar  of  yee- 
!Srt&  "  »*«^  ^baj  Mr,  Bprigg,  among  other  tfiinsi,  obeerr. 
ed:  "^e  reaMOiband,  um,  that  the  House,  at  bia  inrtaoce,  had 
raade  a  call  upon  the  department  (Twaeury)  for  full  and  detail- 
ed mforiDaxJonaa  40  the  whole  ayaiem  of  jnana«ij«  thellshl- 
lioana  of  the  United  Slatee,  the  contracie  for  boildiogA  for  aup. 
IMytaf  oil,  paying  invpeetors,  At,  but  no  answer  had  ever  been 
obtained,  notwidialanding  the  new  clerks  which  the  House  had 
fotea  them,  and  ndtwitheianding  numerous  and  repealed  prom- 
nea  made  to  him  personally.'^ 

it  wu  witii  extreme  surprise  I  read  this  statement,  as  I  had  a 
perfect  recollection  lha»  it  was  wholly  erroneous;  and  as  It  is  cal- 
enlaced,  uncorrected,  to  li^ure  the  Treasury  Department  uojust- 
ly,  to  the  public  estimation,  I  hope  you  and  the  House  will  ex- 
ciwe  UM  /or  setUng  the  member  righL 

Ills  sufficient  to  Mate  that  the  whole  of  the  infurmaiion  called 
wr  by  the  House,  In  relation  to  light-houses,  on  Mr.  Sprigg»s 
^Bxmkj^mwm  tranamitted,  as  required  by  the  resolution,  partly 
to  tlM  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  8tb  of  March  last,  and 
ficomaised  in  thehr  pcioted  reporti  No.  8U;  and  partly  to  the 
Houae  of  RepreeeuUtiTes  direct,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees 
nrr,  on  the  1  tth  of  March  last,  ajid  by  the  House  ordered  to  be 
printecLand  will  be  found  in  document  No.  140  of  the  last  sea- 
aioo.  Theaa  two  docomenu  contain  all  the  information  which 
was  called  fof  by  the  Bouse. 

Mr.  Spcigg,  tndrvidiM/ly,  called  for  the  cueionaofmriadie- 
tion  byibe  Suues  over  all  the  light'house  sites,  irom  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution;  and  alihougbso  much  labor  and 
time  as  it  required  might  hare  been  declined  on  his  indiyidual 
call;  yet,  as  i  was  deairoui  of  furnishing  all  the  information  In 
my  power  to  every  person  who  eought  It,  the  information  wns 
prepared  and  fumiahed,  as  far  as  it  was  to  be  found  in  the 
odice. 

This  list  was  sent  to  Mr.  Bprigg  on  the  24th  of  May,  and  had 
occnpiad  ooa  derli  about  six  weeks  in  the -preparation  of  it; 
and  yet  he  alleges  no  answer  had  ever  been  returned  to  his  calls 
for  information. 
r  Itave  the  honor  to  be,  very  leapectfally,  your  obedient 


„       ,       „    •  8.FLBA80NTON. 

Hon.  JoHK  WhxtSi 
Speaker  aftheJaotue  of  RepruentaHvee, 

In  relation  lo  this  letter,  he  would  say  that  be  was 
forcibly  impressed  with  the  opinion  that,  if  we  al- 
lowed public  officers  to  intrude  their  letters  before 
the  House,  because  of  reflections  made  upon  their 
eondact  by  members,  and  then  place  their  letters 
among  the  public  documents,the  power  of  the  House 
was  indeed  materially  weskened.  It  was  a  groas 
insult  to  the  House ;  and  even  if  he  did  commit 
an  error  in  relation  to  a  public  officer,  had  the  of. 
lieer  a  rii(ht  to  c^me  before  the  Hoase^a  th)«  in- 
Fidioos  taanner,  to  attack  the  itiatement  of  a  mem- 
ber 1  He  said  in  this  insidiaw  manner ;  because 
ihe  letter  was  presenlfd  to  the  Hopse  by  the 
Speaker,  wiihoat  a  knowledge  oi  its  contents  by  that 
officer,  who  could  Aoi  be  presumed  able  to  took  in- 
to erery  ptthlio  docament  laid  upon  bis  table.  Had 
the  Spoiker  been  acquainted  with  the  contents  of 
the  letter,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  not  have 
presented  it. 

Mr.  8.  then  went  into  an  explanation  of  ihe  pur- 
port of  his  remarks  at  the  last  session,  and  gave  a 
statenhent  of  the  action  be  had  taken  in  order  to 
obtain  inferaaaiion  from  the  Treasury  Department 
on-  the  subject  of  the  light-house  system  of  the 
eoimtry.  He  read  sererai  letters  which  he  bad  re- 
ceived from  the  F.fth  Auditor,  and  pronounced  their 
stateiftenta  hypoorilical  and  false.  Having  finished 
bis  narrative  of  hiscoanexion  with  the  subject,  be 
.oaid  ho  would  not  protract  his  remarks  any  longer. 
Hts'onty  with  was*  lo  a^oenain  whether  it  was  ihe 
wfll^f.lha  House  th4lf>nblle  officers  should,  in  thjs . 
insidious  way,  make  injurious  reflectioos  on  i(s 
members.    He  would  nutke  a  solemn  appeal  to 


the  House  whether  voluntary  and  ex  ptatU  state- 
ments of  ihis  kind  should  constitute  a  part  of  its 
documenrij  and  whether  their  dooomealary  records 
shoald  be  swelled  up,  at  mi  enormous  expense,  by 
printing  matter  such  as  this?     The  injustice,  too, 
to  the  House,  aad  to  indivMual  membets,  by  per- 
mitiiog  letters  of  this  kind  to  be  printed  and  in* 
serted  in  the  documents,  was  most  manifest;  for 
membefB  could  not  get  np  and  reply  to  them,  and 
make  their  replies  a  pari  of  the  documentary  his- 
tory of  the  House,  alongside  of  the  attacks  made 
on  them;  but  such  replies  could  only  have  exist- 
ence in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  which  would 
pass  off  and  soon  be  forgotten.    The  fact  was,  that 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  Gtoverament  about 
Washington  were  getting  Ho  be  too  important,  any 
how;  and  if  (said  Mr.  8.)  we  do  nothing  else  but 
tear  away  the  abuses  that  exist  among  them,  we 
shall  do  well.    From  the  Executive  down  to  the 
subordinate  departments,  they  had  heard  nothing 
but  abuse  of  that  House;  and  here  was  an  officer, 
whose  office  ought  not  to  exist  in  the  organization 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  (in  fact,  he  was  but  a 
fifth  wheel,  any  how,)  undertaking  to  make  inju- 
rious reflections  on  a  member  of  the  House,  and  in 
the  most  insidious  manner  to  make  them  a  part 
of  its  records. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  that  he  bad  not  noticed  the 
paper  alluded  lo,  until  the  attention  of  the  House 
had  been  called  to  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. It  stiuck  bim  that  it  was  a  paper  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  filed  or  placed  on  the  jour- 
nals, or  printed  as  a  part  of  their  docomenif.  It 
was  not,  in  fact,  a  public  document;  and  if  its 
writer  had  cny  exception  lo  make  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Keotucky ,  the  public  press — 
the  very  channel  through  which  they  were  made 
public — was  open  to  him.  Now,  the  remaiksof 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  this  morning,  in  re- 
ply to  this  letter,  would  not  find  place  among 
the  documents  of  the  House;  and  In  this  way  in- 
justice was  done  him,  as  It  would  be  done  to 
other  members  if  similar  proceedings  should  be 
permitted.  He  did  not  know,  however,  how 
the  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  ho  reached;  but  he 
would  submit  to  the  House  tbas  wifhoui  any  for- 
mal question  bring  taken,  the  Clerk  shoutd,  by 
general  consent,  he  directed  to  strike  the  letter 
from  the  journals,  (which,  be  believed,  wei^  not 
yet  printed,)  and  to  return  the  original  paper— 
which  was  certainly  printed  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  its  contents  by  the  members  of  the  House — 
to  its  author. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  could  not  believe^  that  the 
Fifth  Auditor  intended  any  disrespect  to  the  gen- 
tleman ftom  Kentucky,  or  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  do  him  any  Injustice.  His  only  object  appear- 
ed to  have  been  to  correct  a  misapprehension,  into 
which  be  believed  the  gentleman  had  fsUen.  In 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  as 
published  in  the  public  papers,  the  Fifth  Auditor 
found  charges  affecting  his  official  character;  and 
g*  took  what  he  sappo^ed  to  be  the  best  means  of 
defending  himself,  without  intending  offence  to 
anyl>ody.  Nov  the  question  was,  if  a  member  of 
Congress,  or  a  committee  of  the  House,  or  any- 
body elfie,  msde  allegations  affeciiog  the  character 
of  a  public  officer,  which,  in  point  of  lact,  should  be 
found  to  be  incorrect,  whether  he  f^hould  not 
have  the  right  to  defend  himself,  and  place 
his  defence  before  the  public  in  the  best  way 
in  his  power?  Mr.  C.  would  refer  to  the 
cases  of  Colonel  Toiien  and  Mr.  Winslow  Lewis, 
who,  conceiving  themselves  implicated  by  reports 
of  different  committees  of  Ihe  House  at  the  last 
session,  sent  writien  communications  to  the  House, 
defending  tbemscUef;  which  were  printed,  and,  re- 
spectively, appended  to  the  reports  to  which  they 
related.  No  injustice  had,  in  bis  opinion,  been 
dona  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky)  and  be 
hoped  that  no  further  action  would  be  taken  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  could  not  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  .  The  cases  cited 
by  him  were  not  in  point;  for  the  communications 
wiitten  to  the  Bouse  by  the  parlies  implicated  were 
'  in  answer  to  reports  of  two  of  the  commitiee&;  and 
thos,  both  the  cbsrge  and  defence  were  printed  to 
gether.  as  part  of  the  documents  of  the  House.   In 
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the  preftent  tnt^  oa  the  contrary;  the  chaig^  «a'i 
defence  •onkl  not  go  together,  one  of  .ihem:  <»nir 
bring  piintad  am^g  the  doonmeats  ot  ihc  Huijifte. 
The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  froa^.  KiAt^cky^  h> 
which  axeeptiott  was  taken  by  the  Fii{k  Aadiior« 
did  not  appear  in  (hedoeumenls  ot  ihe  ^)U8e,::'but 
were  only  published  m  the  ephemeral  pr^dueuODs 
of  the  da^*«ifao  newspaper  press;  and  thus  paUed 
off,  aad  wera  soon  fofgoueau 

The  usual  course  was  for  a  paiMniMaggrie«»d  to 
oome  as  a  memoriansr  feaMaatratiiif  <agaliie»'ihe 
action  of  the  House ;  but,  in  this  ease,  the  hidvrid- 
nal  came  aa  an  officer  df  the  Treasury  Depict- 
ment,  and  he  relied  on  the  reporter  «  member's 
speech  in  OM  of  the  coauion  jonraals  of  the*  d^. 
Now,  be  (Mr.  MaRiwaraxa)  ihboght  the  Hoiise 
should  vindicate  its  honor,  by  dashing  from  it  such 
communlcatioaa  an  these,  and  by  instructing  the 
Clerk  to  withhold  the  dncunieiit,  and  not  allow  it  to 
be  bound  up  with  the  printed  documents^         . . 

Mr.  PROPFIT  said  his  name  had  baenaihideii 
to  in  this  debate ;  aad  it  was  aaid  tha4  ttm  Comtfitt- 
tee  on  Commerce  had  thought  fit  (without  any 
complaint  from  him)  to  attack  him  ai  ttie  las '.ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  a  speech  he  Aad'  niadf;  on. 
this  floor.  Now,  the  reason  why  he  made  no  coin* 
plaint  was,  because  be  had  never  seen  nor  heard 
of  the  report  until  it  was  spread  on  the  record  and 
Qtrculated  to  the  country.  He  made  a  speech  bri;tbe: 
light  house  system,  himself  believing  hont^My  in  hst- 
mal-administriitlon  ;  and  no  geotferaaa  answered 
him— not  even  a  single  member  of  ibe  Committee 
on  Commerce,  that  h ;  recollected ;  yet  a  few  weeks. 
aAerwards,  he  found  that  the  Committee  oo  Com- 
merce  bad  allowed  Mr.  Plessanton  to  pervert  his. 
language,  and  to  present  it. before  the  country. 

Mr.  SPRIGQ.    And  further,  sir,  they  sent  yonr 
speech  to  him,  and  invited  remark. 

Mr.  J.  0.  CLARK  was  understood  to  say  that  it 
was  not  done  with  his  knowledge. 
Mr.  8PRIGO.    Why,  he  stales  so  hlM^lf. 
Mr.  PROFFIT.    Yes,   and  not  even   a  letter 
from  any  Auditor,  but  Mr.  Winslow  Lewis,  or 
Boston,  was  allowed  to  write  a   letter,  in  wht<^ 
there  was  a  perversion  of  bis  (Mr.  P.>^s)  speedi^ 
and  he  had  no  meanifbf  knowing  it  un  11  he  found 
it  spread  before  the  country,  and  until  this  mo- 
ment he  liad  never  had  the  opportunity  to  show* 
the  injustice  that  had  been  dohetd'hfm     Nbw^ 
what  ought  the  Commiuee  on  Commerce  to  hav» 
donel    Why,  at  least,  when  they  rrodved  thi«» 
letters  from  Mr.  Winslow  Lewis  and  Mr  P  eaitan-' 
ton,  they  should  have  asked  him  if  he  choae  to  re- 
ply to  those  letters.    If  he  had  not  t^ees  con^ned 
to  his  bed  by  sickness  when  the  appropriation  bill 
was  before  the  House,  he  would  have  made  sucla 
statements  on  the  light-hon^e  system  as  would  have 
stkrtled  both  the  House  and  the  country.  At  pie*ent» 
he  had  not  siresgth  to  say  much  more;  but  he 
bad  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  he  had  knewit 
of  these  letters,  and  bad  had  the  opportuf  ity  (o 
speak  to  the  House  on  the  subject,  independent  of 
all  party  feeling,  nine-tenths  of  the  House  wrvtd 
have  joined  bim  in  stopping  the  printing  of  that  re* 
port,  even  coming,  as  it  did,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  said  it  had  nor  beeir  in- 
tended to  do  injustice  to  the  gentleman.  Biit  Mr* 
Winslow  Lewis,  who  hsd  bean  u^i^ed  up  with  the 
discussions  on  the  light-house  system,  feeling  him« 
f^ef  aggrieved,  presented  a  respectful  lettei  to  one 
of  his  (Mr.  C.'d)  colleagues,  and  that  letter  was 
appended  to  the  committee's  report  without  com- 
ment. They  simply  gave  Mr.  Lewii*8  statement 
with  their  report,  yrhfch  had  not  been  adopted  by 
the  House;  and.  the  gsmleman  from  Indiana 
would  have  tb6  oppon unity,  when  the  next  appro- 
priation bill  was  tNcfore  the  Hon^e,  to  take  up  the 
matter,  and  give  his  own  explanaiioDs;  and  IfMrl 
Lewis  (a  gentleman  of  great  distinction,  who  had 
built  ttany  light  houses)  had  been  guilty  of  Wt 
management,  or  peculation^  the  gentleman  from 
Indiaoa  could  show  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  fn  the  course  of  some  re- 
marks, disapproved  of  this  course  of  allowing  in« 
dividuals  to  reply  to  the  speeches  of  membern  on 
that  floor.  If  a  committee  of  the  Hou^e  was  about 
to  act  on  the  charaoter  of  an  Individual,  it  would 
be  proper  to  hear  that  individual;  and  when  Gen< 
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mnX  Oratiot  was  aboat  to  be  proceeded  against  as 
mdefaalier,  tbateoorse  was  followed;  for  he  bad 
Jiimaelf  presented  a  statement  eoniaining  Geneial 
Ckatiot*s  own  yersion  of  thetransaction.  Btat  when 
a  member  rose  and  made  a  speech,  in  which,  by 
waj  of  argnment,  he  stated  a  fact,  to  allow  any  of- 
fleer  to  come  in  with  a  contradiction,  would  in« 
toItc  them  in  interminable  confusion. 

The  SPBilKER  explained  that  the  letter  came 
to  him  as  a  communication  fh>m  the  Treasury 
l>eparuuent,  and,  as  such,  he  had  presented  it  to 
the  House  without  perusal;  jf,  howsyer,  he  had 
known  the  purport  of  the  commanication,  it  should 
aot  haft  been  presented. 

Bir.  MERIWETHER  then  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

lliBtoto€d,That  the  communksiioa  addreMad  to  the  Speakei 
of  thie  Houee,  by  S.  Ple«0anu>a,oo  the  14ih  insL,  In  relation  to 
■ome  remarke  made  in  the  House  before  that  time,  by  Mr. 
Anaoo,a  member  from  RentucliT;  which  paper  was  received 
hy  the  8p€alcer,aiid  laid  before  toe  House  without  a  loiowledge 
Of  its  contents,  was  not  such  a  communication  a>  ought  to  have , 
heen  received  and  presented  to  the  House;  that  the  same  be 
withheld  from  thejournal  and  files  of  the  House,  and  the  origi- 
nal be  ratomed  to  the  wiiier. 

The  resolation  was  then  adopted. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  FLORIDA. 
Mr.  LEVY  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
whidi  were  adopted: 

Re$olv€d,ThBt  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  place 
hefore  this  Hooae  such  Informauon  as  can  be  otMaioed  In  rela> 
tloD  to  the  piacdeaUIJty  and  probable  ezpeoseof  draining  the 
•veivladea  of  Florida. 

Muolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  directed 


to  inquire  into  the  expedlencv  of  maldng  an  appropriation  for 
comaractinc  a  dry'docic  at  the  navy-yaraat  Pensaro1a,and  for 
putting  said  yard  \n  the  necessary  condition  for  the  building, 


navy -yard  at  Pensarola,  and  for 
aarycc^'"'      '    -^    -   =. ., 

fitting  out,  or  repair  of  vesMto  of  war. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.    FILLMORE,   from    the   Committee   of 

Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  fol lowing  resoln- 

tiott,  which  was  adopted: 

Huohedt  That  the  GommiUee  on  Public  Buldings  and 
Qrounds  be  instructed  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of 
»boIishinff  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Fublic  Buildings,  or  of 
reducing  nis  salary. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Rsndali: 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  WARREN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  B.  Ford:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  MAYNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  represeatatiFes  of  William  fi.  Smith: 
Trad  twic«,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

CALL  FOR  INFORMATION. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  the  following  resolation; 
which  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  '*to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  House  the  several 
reports  lately  made  to  the  Department  of  War  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Hitdicock,  relative  to  the  alTain  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians;  togetjier  with  all  information  communicated  by  him 
concerning  the  frauds  he  was  charged  to  inyestigate;  also,  all 
/acta  in  poasessioo  of  the  EzecutlTo,  from  any  source,  relating 
to  the  subject,''  was  adopted  by  this  Hoose  on  the  —  day  of 
August  lant:  and  whereas,  the  iofonnation  required  by  the  said 
resoltttioo  has  not  been  communicated,  nor  any  reason  assigned 
for  the  delav:    Therefore, 

Mttmlvtd,  That  the  President  be  requeeled  to  communicate 
to  this  House  when  the  Information  called  for  by  the  aforesaid 
neolution  may  be  expected. 

Mr.  MATHIOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Wilson:  read  twiee,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

LAND  OFFICE  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  asked  the  favor  of 
the  House  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  HoDse  from  Hoase  bill  104,  *<to  establish 
a  new  land  district  in  the  Sute  of  Mississippi," 
with  a  view  to  its  passage.  He  stated  that  the 
lands  had  been  surveyed,  and  the  President  was 
anxious  to  have  their  sale  postponed  until  this 
bill  .could  be  passed.  It  was  impossible  for  land 
tales  to  uke  place  at  present. 

Mr.  BRIGOS  inquired  whether  the  bill  made 
any  appropriation. 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  said  he  did  not  think  that 
(his  bill  came  under  the  rule  requiring  all  money 
tiUs  to  be  refened  to  the  CommiUee  of  the  Whole 


on  the  state  of  the  Union.  A  regi^^ter  and  a  receiver 
were  authorized  to  be  appointed;  yet  he  thought  it 
could  not  be  said  to  be  creating  a  charge  on  the 
treasury.  He  left  it  to  the  Ctmir  to  decide  whether 
the  bill  would  have  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  oh  the  state  of  the  Union,  under  the  rule  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  bill  would 
necessarily  have  to  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union;  because  it  created 
officers  who  would  have  to  be  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury. 

.  Mr.  THOMPSON  then  moved  that  it  be  taken 
out  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMUNICATIONS    UNDIS- 

POSED  OP. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHING,  t  vo  mesf  ages  from 
the  President  of  ibe  United  States,  sent  to  the  Hou^e 
on  the  8ih  and  the  25th  of  March,  184S,and  undis- 
posed of  by  the  House,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  first  message  transmitted  a  report  on  the 
finances;  the  second  was  the  message  recommend- 
ing a  repeal  of  the  distribution  law. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  rope  to  present  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
recommending  that  the  fine  imposed  oh  General 
Jackson,  during  thclate  war,  be  refunded. 

The  SPEAKER  seated  that  a  copy  of  the  reso. 
lutions  had  already  been  presented  by  another 
member  of  the  South  Carolina  delegation,  [Mr. 
Pickens,]  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Whereupon  Mr.  CAMPBELL  expressed  bis 
satisfaction,  and  withdrew  his  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions referred  to. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hil):  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  allowing  drawback  upon  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  in  the  original  packages  to  Chi- 
huahua and  Santa  F«,  in  Mexico:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  sondry  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas who  lost  their  improvements  in  consequence  of 
a  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Choc- 
taw Indians:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands, 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  make  an  Arrangement  or  compromise  with 
any  of  the  so  reties  on  bonds  give  n  to  the  United  States 
by  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  port  of  New  York:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Vienne:  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  D.  Dicksoni 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, in  order  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  Gl  DOINGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion. 

They  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  were  called  for  and  ordered;  who  report- 
ed yeas  113,  nays  60.  So  two-thirds  not  votiog  in 
the  aflrmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  and 
the  special  order  of  the  day  came  up  of  course. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  bill  before 
the  House  to  be  "A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  presi- 
dent and  managers  of  the  Norristown  and  Valley 
Railroad  Company,'*  which  was  passed  on  the  93d 
of  December;  tut  its  delivery  to  the  Senate,  subse- 
quently, arrested  by  a  motion  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  Inobbsoll]  to  re- 
consider  the  vote  by  which  it  had  been  passed. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  J.  R.  INGER- 
SOLL  and  BIDLACK,  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
reconsidered,  and  carried  in  the  aflbmative. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  he  would  avail  himself  of 
this  occasion  to  present  the  memorial  of  the  Sum* 
mit  Railroad  Company,  asking  for  a  remission  of 
the  duties  on  cenain  railroaid  iron:  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means- 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McColgan,  which 
was  passed  on  the  2dd  of  December,  was  next 
taken  up. 

The  pending  question  was  a  motion  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Hopkins]  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  it  had  been  pa^ed. 

After  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill  by 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  and  in  its  support  by  Mr. 
KENNEDY,  Mr.  TURNEY  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  reconsider;  which  were 
ordered. 

A  debate  then  arose  upon  the  merits  of  tht*  bill. 
Its  passage  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  KENNEDY, 
McKEON,  TILLINGHAST,  and  WELLER; 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
FILLMORE.  TURNEY,  and  MERIWETHER; 

After  which,  the  question  of  reconsideration  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive-r-yeas  75,  nays  90. 

So  tbe  reconsideraiion  was  not  ordered. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satordat,  December  31, 1843. 

Mr.  HENRY  DODGE  presented  tbe  petition 
of  citizens  of  tbe  town  of  Soothport,  in  tbe  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  a  harbor  and  ligbt-honse  at  that 
town,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of  Thomas 
Thody,  on  file  with  the  Clerk  of^ihis  House,  bs  u- 
ken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  letters  of  Rob- 
ert Wallace,  General  Duff  Green,  and  Stephen 
Cleaver,  members  of  the  convention  which  framed 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  and  of  Lieutenant 
Fremont,  all  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  northern 
boundary  of  Missouri;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS,  it 
was 

Rntolvtd^  Ttiat  the  report  of  Alliert  M.  Lea,  in  refereoce  to 
the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri;  the  report  orCaptainOokm, 
and  of  Lieutenant  Fremont,  in  reference  to  the  Dee  Moines 
river;  and  the  evidence  in  reference  to  the  northern  bonodaiy 
of  Missouri,  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
ries, and  printed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS,  pursuant  to  notice,  in- 
troduced a  bill  declaring  what  was  the  ncrthern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Missouri;  which  was  read 
twice,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
survey  of  Block  islaud;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGM3S,  it  was  resolved 
that  when  the  House  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet 
again  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  f^om  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  rector,  churchwardens,  and  vestrymen  of 
St.  Peter's  Church;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
commitieJ  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  eiTil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gk)vemmeat  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1844; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee T^f  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UnioD. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  obtained  permis- 
sion of  the  House  to  call  up  a  bill  to  alter  tbe  mode 
of  admeasuring  the  tonnage  cf  ships  or  vessels  em* 
ployed  in  the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  on  tbe  Speaker's  table  on  the  question 
of  engrossment.  The  bill  was  taken  up  according^ 
ly,  and  Mr.  Kxn*xdt  proceeded  .to  explain  its  ob- 
ject and  necessity.  A  debate  ensued,  in  whieh 
Mr.  ATCRIGO,  Mr.  CUSHING,  Mr.  T.  W. 
WILLIAMS,  and  Mr.  McKEON,  look  part;  and 
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the  Mil  was  then  postponed  until  nekt  Tuesday 
fortnifht. 

TAX  ON  BANE  NOTES  AND  ON  GOLD 
'    AND  SILVER  PLATE. 
Mr.  BEB80N  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read  for  informatioo:  ^    ^ 

JUsolwdt  That  the  Commiueeof  Ways  andVaana  bain- 
■tractad  lo  inqulra  whetharii  would  be  ezpediant,  la  lieu  of  liia 
*^article»  of  vtry  large  and  univer»ai  con9umpti9nt"  pro- 
paaed  for  tazauoo  by  iha  Secraiary  of  ibo  Treasury,  in  hiaiet- 
tar  of  the  15th  Inat.,  and  in  aid  of  the  operations  of  the  mint  and 
cooadiutJonal  correncj,  to  raport  a  Dill  laying  tazai  on  bank 
nocat  of  denominations  aimllar  to  our  gold  and  silver  coin%  and 
00  gold  aodsiivar  plata. 

The  resolution  being  objected  to,. 

Mr.  BEESON"  moved  for  the  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  it;  and  on  this 
motion  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being 
ordered,  resulted  in  yeas  75,  nays  101^  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meam.  Arrington,  AUienon,  Baeson,  Bidlack,  Black, 
Bown^  Boydt  Brawster^  Burke,  Grean  W.  CaldwaiL  Patrick 
C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell.  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas 
J.  Cam^ball,  Cary,  Casey.  Clinton,  Colquitt,  Mnrk  A.  Cooper, 
CitM,  Danial,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean, '  uoan,  Doig,  fiaat- 
man.  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry, 
Ctordoo.  Gusilne^  Havs,'  Hopkina,  Houck,  Hubard,  Charles  J. 
l4;erB0ll,  WlUiam  W.  Irwin,  Jack.  Cave  Johnson,  Lewis,  Lit* 
tlafiold,  Abraham  McClellan,  Boben  McClellan,  McKaon, 
Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews, 
Nawhard,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Read,  R^ng,  Rencher,* 
Raynolds,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  James  M.  Ruasell,  Saunders, 
fiUiaw,  Bblalds,  Boyder,  BpriK.  Bteanrod,  Jacob  Thompoon, 
Trotti,  Tomef ,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Wattersoo,  Waller,  Wesip 
biook^  and  Wood— 75. 

NAYS— Measra.  Adani&  AJlen,  Landaff  W«  Andrawa,  8har- 


lock  J.  Andrews,  AjrnoldfAyerigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Bnggs,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown, 
Jeremiah   Brown,  William  Butter,  William  O.  Butler,  Cal- 


houn, Camiham,  Chapman,  Ohilda,  Chittenden,  John  C.  6lark, 
Jamaa  Cooper,  Cowan,  Cranjiton,  Craveoa,  Garrett  Davis, 
Dtbarrjf  Cverett,  Fessenden,  A  Lawrence  Foster,  Gentry, 
Giddioga,  Goggin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham,  Granger,  Green, 
Hall,  fienry,  ilouatOD,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingarsoil, 
James  Irvin^  William  Cost  >lohnson,  Isaaa  D.  Jones,  John  P. 
Kaonedy,  King,  Linn,  McKennan,  Bamaon  Mason,  Maihiut, 
Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  Mhchell,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Biarrow,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Rjim- 
aey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Raynor, 
Ridgway,  Riga,  William  Russell,  Salionstail,  Bhcppen^  Blade, 
litaaty,  Biofcely,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart.  John  T. 
Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter,  Taliaferro.  John  B.  Tbompaon, 
Ricbaid  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  ToIanJ,  Triplrit,  Under- 
ifood,  Wallace,  Warren,  Washington,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thom- 
as W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Augustus  Young,  and  John 
Young— lOl. 

Mr.  aiDDINGS  called  for  the  orders  of  the 

Mr.  CUSHINO  suggested  that  there  wipre  seve- 
ral Executive  communications  on  the  table,  which 
came  first  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  then  communicated  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  certain  documents  on  the  subject  of  the  claims 
ot  ciiixens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Gov- 
eramentof  Hayti;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GUSHING,  was  referred  to 
ihe  Committee  OB  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered 
to  be  piinttd. 

Also  the  followiiig  message  from  the  President 
of  theJOnited  States,  communicating  copies  of  a  cor- 
respondence which  has  recently  taken  place  be- 
twaen  certain  agents  of  the  Government  of  the 
Haiwaisn,  or  Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  Secretary 
of  Slate: 

STo  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  herewith  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspond' 
eace  which  has  reoantly  talcen  place  between  certain  agents  of 
cha  Hidwalan  or  Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  Secretary  of  Bute. 

Ttie  eoodilion  of  those  Islands  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  in- 
terest, which  is  increasing  by  every  sueceasive  proof  that  their 
tnhAbitaots  are  malting  progress  in  civilixation,  and  becoming 
mora  and  more  coibpetant  to  maintain  regular  and  orderly 
civil  government.  They  He  id  the  Pactfic  ocean,  much  nearer 
to  this  continent  than  the  other,  and  have  become  an  important 
place  for  the  lOfitmant  and  proviaiontaig  of  American  and  £u< 
ropean  vessels.         ' 

Owing  to  their  locality,  and  to  the  course  of  the  winds 
wisich  prevail  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  the  Sandwich 
Islands  are  the  stopping-place  for  almost  all  the  vessels  passing 
from  continent  to-  cenimeni  across  the  Pacific  ocean.  They 
are  especially  resorted  to  by  the  great  number  of  vessels  of  the 
Ui»iiad  tftataa  which  are  engaged  in  tha  whale  fishery  in  those 
aeaa.  The  number  of  vessels  of  all  sorts,  ^f^d  the  amount  of 
property  owned  by  difzens  of  the  United  Stales  which  are 
found  in  those  islands  in  the  course  ol  a  year,  are  stated, 
probably,  witbsutScient  accuracy,  in  the  letter  of  the  agents. 

Just  emerging  from  a  state  of  barbarhma,  th*  government  of 
tlie  islanda  la  as  yet  feeble;  hut  its  dispositions  appear  to  be 
fust  and  pacific;  and  it  seems  anxious  to  improve  the  condition 
of  ita  people  by  the  intioducuon  of  knowledge,  of  religions 
mnA  moral  inaiUutloos,  loeana  ol  education,  and  tlie  arts  of 
civilized  life.  .     , 

It  cannot  but  be  in  oMliKlBity  with  the  interest  and  the 
^ifllissof  Iha  Govarament  and  the  people  of  the  United  Statua, 
tbat  this  community,  thua  existing  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  ex- 
pADfle  of  ocean,  should  be  reepected,  and  all  its  rights  strictly 


and  conscientiously  regarded.  And  this  must  be  the  true  in- 
terest of  all  other  commercial  States.  Far  remote  from  the 
dominions  of  European  powers,  its  growth  and  prosperity,  as 
an  Independent  State,  may  yet  be  in  a  high  degree  useful  to  all 
whose  trade  is  extended  to  those  regions;  while  its  nearer  ap- 
proach to  this  cootineat,  and  the  intercourse  which  American 
vessels  1iave  with  it,  could  not  but  create  dissatis&ction  on 
the  pan  of  the  United  States  at  any  attempt,  by  ano  her  power, 
(should  such  attempt  be  threatened  or  feared)  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  istand^t,  colonize  them,  and  subvert  the  native  gov- 
eroment.  Considering,  therefore,  that  the  United  States  pos- 
sess so  very  large  a  share  of  the  intercourM  with  those 
islands,  it  Is  deemed  not  unfit  to  make  the  declaration  iliai  their 
Govemmoni  seeks,  nevertheleas,  uo  peculisr  advantages,  no 
exclusive  control  over  the  Haiwaian  Government,  but  is  content 
with  lis  independent  existence,  and  anxiously  wishes  for  its  se- 
cuiity  and  proeperity.  Its  forbearance,  in  this  respect,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  very  large  intercourse  of  their  citi* 
xens  with  the  islands,  woaldg[ratiry  the  Governro'ent,  (should 
events  hereafter  arise  to  require  it,)  in  making  a  decided  re- 
monstrance against  the  adoption  of  an  opposite  policy  by  any 
other  power.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  recommend  to 
Congress  tu-provida  for  a  moderate  allowance  to  be  made  out 
of  the  treasury  to  the  consul  residing  there;  that  in  a  Gov- 
ernment so  new,  and  country  so  remote,  American  citizens  may 
have  respectable  authority  to  which  to  apply  for  redress  in 
case  of  ujury  to  their  persons  and  property;  and  to  whom 
the  Oovemment  of  the  country  may  also  make  known  any  acts 
committed  by  American  citizens,  of  which  it  may  think  it 
has  a  right  to  complain. 

£  vents  of  considerable  importance  have  recently  transpired 
in  China.  The  military  operatiooa  carried  on  against  that  em- 
pire by  the  English  Government  have  been  terminated  by  a 
treaty,  according  to 'the  terms  of  which  four  important  ports, 
hitherto  shut  against  foreign  commerce,  are  to  be  opened  to  the 
British  merchants,  viz :  Amoy,  Foo-choo-Foo,  Mingpo,  and 
Chlnghai.  It  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  the  mercantile  inter- 
est of  the  Unit^  States,  whosft  intercourse  with  Chinaatthe 
single  port  of  Canton  has  alreai^  become  so  considerable^  to 
ascertain  whether  these  other  ports,  now  open  lo  British  com- 
merce, are  to  remain  shut,  nevertheless,  against  the  commeres 
of  the  United  Suilee.  The  treaty  between  the  ChhMss  Govern- 
ment and  the  British  commissioner,  provides  neither  for  tha 
admission  nor  the  exclusion  of' the  ships  of  other  nations.  Il 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  it  remains  with  evsry  other  nation 
having  commercial  intercouise  with  China  to  aeek  to  make 
proper  arrangements  for  itself  with  the  Government  of  that 
empire  in  this  respect. 

The  importations  into  the  United  States  from  China  are 
known  to  be  large^having  am^tunted  in  some  years,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  annexed  tables,  to  n'me  millions  of  dollars.  The 
exports,  too,  from  the  United  Statee  to  China,  constitute  an  in- 
teresting and  growing  part  of  the  commerce  of  the  ceuatry. 

It  appears  that,  in  tne  year  1811,  in  the  direct  trade  beiweso ' 
tlie  two  countries,  the  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United 
Slates  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  firieen  thousand  dollars 
in  domestic  produce,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand 
dollars  in  foreign  merctiandise.  But  liie  whole  amount  of 
American  produce  which  finally  reaches  China,  and  Is  there 
consumed,  Is  nut  comprised  In  these  tables,  which  show  only 
the  direct  trade.  Many  vessels  with  American  producta  on 
board  sail  with  a  primary  destination  to  other  countries,  hot 
ultimately  dispose  of  more  or  less  of  their  cargoes  in  the  port 
of  Canton. 

The  pecnliaritiea  of  the  Chinese  Government  and  the  Chi« 
nese  character  are  well  known.  An  empire,  supposed  to  con- 
tain  three  hundred  millions  or  subjects,  fertile  in  various  rich 
products  of  the  earth,  not  without  the  knowledge  of  letters,  and 
of  many  arts,  and  with  large  and  expensive  accommodation  for 
intamai  intercourse  and  traffic,  has  for  ages  sought  to.  exclude 
l^e  visits  of  strangers  and  foreigners  from  its  dominions,  and 
has  assumed  for  itaelf  a  snperiority  over  all  other  nations. 
Events  appear  likely  to  break  down  and  soften  this  spirit  of 
non-intercourse,  and  to  bring  China,  ere  long,  into  the  relations 
which  usually  subsist  between  civilized  Statea.  She  has  agreed, 
in  the  treaty  with  England,  that  correspondence  between  the 
agents  of  the  two  Governments  shall  be  on  equal  terms ;  a  con- 
cession which  it  is  hardly  probable  will  hereafter  be  withheld 
ft-om  other  nations. 

It  is  true,  that  the  cheapness  of  labor  among  the  Chineee, 
their  Ingenuity  in  its  application,  and  the  fixed  character  of 
their  habits  and  pursuits,  may  discourage  the  hope  of  the  open- 
ing of  any  great  and  sudden  demand  for  the  fabrics  of  other 
countries.  But  experience  proves  that  the  productions  of  west- 
era  nations  find  a  market  to  some  among  the  Chinese ;  that 
that  market,  so  far'  as  respects  the  productions  of  the  United 
S!ate8,although  it  has  considerably  raried  in  successive  seasons, 
has,  on  the  whole,  more  than  doubled  within  the  last  ten  yean ; 
and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  opening  of  several  new 
and  important'pona  connected  with  pans  of  the  empire  here- 
mfore  seldom  visited  by  Europeans  or  Americans,  would  exer- 
cise a  favorable  influence  upon  the  demand  for  such  produc- 
tions. 

li  is  not  underateod  that  the  immediate  establishment  of  co-- 
respondent embassies  and  misaionB,  or  the  permanent  resideocs 
of  diplomatic  functionaries,  with  f^all  powens  of  each  country 
at  the  court  of  the  other,  is  contemplated  between  England  and 
Chinaf  although,  as  has  been  already  observed,  it  has  been 
stipulated  ttiat  intercourse  between  the  two  coantries  shall 
hereafter  be  on  equal  terms.  An  ambassador,  or  envoy  extra- 
orditiary  and  miniatsr  plenipotentiary,  can  only  be  accradlted, 
sccording  to  the  usages  of  Western  nations,  to  the  head  or 
Boverelgo  of  the  state.  And  it  may  be  doubllui  whether  the 
Court  of  Pekin  is  yet  prepared  to  conform  to  these  usages,  so 
far  as  Ui  receive  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  reside  near  it. 

Being  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  commercial  inter- 
ests of^tha  United  States,  connected  with  Chlna^  rs^uire  at 
the  present  msmeni  a  degree  of  atteniioa  and  Yigilance,  aurJi 
as  there  is  no  agent  of  this  Government  on  the  spot  to  bestow, 
I  recommend  to  Congress  to  make  appropriation  for  tha  conv 
penation  of  a  commissioner,  to  reside  in  China,  *jn  exerolse  a 
watchful  care  over  the  concerns  of  American  citizens,  and  for 
the  proieciien  of  their  penwms  and  property;  empowered  to 
hold  intercourse  with  the  local  authorities;  and  ready,  under 
inatruetions  from  his  Govecnment.  should  such  instructions  ba- 
cofoe  necessary  and  proper  hereafter,  to  address  himself  to  the 
high  functionaries  or  the  empire,  or,  through  them,  to  tha  Em- 
peror himself.  .       , «  .^      ,       ^ 

It  will  not  escape  tha  observation  of  Congxsss,  tbat^in  order 

to  secure  the  important  objects  of  any  such  measure,  a  citizen 

I  of  much  intslligence  and  weight  of  character  should  be  em- 


ployed on  such  agency;  and  tliat,  to  secure  Uia  serrices  of  such 
an  Individual,  a  compensation  abould  ba  made  correspoadinff 
with  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  tha  mission. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
Wasbihotom,  Tee.  80,  I8i2. 

Mr.  CUSBINQ,  aft»r  a  few  renarkv,  moved  to 
refer  ttie  message  and  socompanyirg  docnments  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  that  it  be 
printed;  whieb  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  farther  eommanieated  a  report 
from  the  P.  st  Office  Depaftmeat,  in  answer  to  a 
resolaiion  of  the  House,  on  the  snbjeet  of  the  de- 
lays  in  the  transportation .  of  the  mail  betv^een 
Washington  tipd  Angusta,  Georgia:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  tor  the  relief  of  the 
Steamboat  Company  of  Nantocket; 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  cempensation 
to  pension  agents;  and 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  Pensions;  were  seve  ally  read 
twice,  and  re(errpd. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  joint  reso* 
lution  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  copies 
on  hand  of  the  catalogue  of  the  Lrbrary  of  Con> 
gres9,  were  read  and  concarred  in. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  the  next  buMness 
in  order  would  be  the  motions  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  certain  private  bills  that  were  passed  last 
week,  of  Which  there  were  three  or  four. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itaelf  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
paying  for  the  printing  of  the  Compendium  of  the 
Sixth  Census. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  fur  tbe^  yeas  and  nays^ 
but  they  were  not  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the 
question,  Mr.  Datis^  mdtioa  was  decided  in  the. 
negative  without  a  count. 

Mr.  JOHN  C.  CI4ARK  moved  that  the  Hoove 
adjourn,  [at  a  quarter-past  3  o'cloeki]  rfjeeied. 

l^he  House  then  took  up  the  motion  for  the  re- 
consideration of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Jus- 
tus; and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  ARNOLD^ 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  the  quteiion  of  reeonsideratioa 
'was  carried;  and  ihe  Jtext  question  be<n<  vpon  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma* 
live  without  a  division. 

The  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Benjamin  W. 
Hopkins,  was  next  considered;  and,  after  some  re-^ 
marks  from  Messrs.  PARMENIER  and  SLADB» 
it  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  ihe  payment  of  certain  lova  militia, 
was  also  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  ih:  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Philip  Renault  waf<  taken  up;  and 
after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
in  opposition  to  it,  and  from  Mr.  YOUNG,  in  ita 
support, 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  IRWIN, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SfiNATB. 
TniSDAT,  January  3,  1843. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 

city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  against  the  repeal, 
but  in  favor  of  the  medification,  of  the  bai^knipt 
law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  WiU" 
throp,  Maine,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
nipt  law. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  TALLMADGE  pre- 
sented several  memorials  from  the  city  and  State 
'  of  New  York,  remoartraung  against  the  repeal  of 
tlie  bankrupt  act;  wh*ch  were  refened  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial,  numer- 
ously signed,  from  Oneida  county.  New  York,  in 
favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  banbrApi  act;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
J.  T.  Hndaon,  praying  that  the  Secreury  of  War 
may  be  enabled  to  execute  a  ooatraci  made  to  tet- 
tie  the  eoaflietittg  claims  to  the  Pea  Patch  island: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WHITE  prewnted  a  pedtion  from  th'^ 
widow  and  heirs  of  John  B,  Chandonai  (a  half- 
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breed  lodian)  praying  oertiin  compensalion  for 
the  services  of  her  hasband  daring  tfare  war  with 
Great  Buiaiti,  and  for  expenditures  in  money  ;ind 
in  goods  for  the  UnUed  State?:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  A^airs. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
city  of  New  To^k,  urging  that  tbe  baakrupt  law 
was  oncalled  for,  and  onconsiitationa^  and  highly 
destroctlTe  of  t,he  {igh^  <}f  j^c  creditor,  and  pray- 
ing for  its  repeal:  referred  to  the  Jadiciary  Com- 
mittee. ' 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
ihe  city  of  New  Votk,  in  which  the  memorialists 
express  the  opinion  that  the  bankrupt  law  was 
not  unconstitutional;  that  they  were  opposed  to 
its  repeal,  and  suggested  medificatioss  :  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  petition  from  George 
Reber,  adminisualor  of  William  H.  Hunter,  de- 
ceasedy  praying  the  allowance  of  a  claim  for  ser- 
vices performed  by  said  Hunter  for  the  Indian 
Department:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  from  DeKalb 
county,  Illinois,  praytog  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  roole  from  Chicago  to  Grand  Detour,  in  that 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  petition  from  C.  G. 
Gonter,  praying  that  the  title  to  a  Creek  reserva< 
tion  may  be  rested  In  him:  referred  ta  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SEVIER  remarked  that  ho  had  been  re- 
qaested  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
submit  a  resolution;  whi<^  was  read,  as  follow?: 

Hetohedt  That  (he  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  of 
Marchf  1841,  requeeting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  the 
Senate,  at  the  enMiiogaeaeioa  cfCoo^nm,  hb  opinion  ddoq  the 
enbject  of  the  reeervadon  clatmi  arising  under  the  Cnerolcee 
treaty,  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  board  of  commiaaionerB, 
^.,  be,  and  the  same  la  hereby,  rescinded. 

Mr.  SEVIBR  remarked  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  a 
]i^  had  been  passed,  and  a  board  of  commission- 
ers had  been  appointe;!  nnder  it,  to  investigate 
those^  claims.  'The  board  are  now  i&Testigating 
them.  They  do  not  if  ant  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary; anid  a  great  labor  would  be  saved  the  de- 
partment by  rescinding  the  resolution. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  GRAHAM, 
doubting  whether  any  board  were  progressing  with 
an  inyestigaiion,  ^the  claims  of  his  constituents  not 
yet  being  investigated;)  and  by  Mr.  KING,  assur- 
ing him  that  said  commission  was  now  in  session 
ib  this  city,  and  in  the  performance  of  their  duty; 
the  question  was  put  on  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  MERRlCK  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion^ via: 

RetQlvdt  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  be  in- 
strncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  surrendering  to  the 
State  of  Maryland  all  the  interest  the  United  States  may  have 
in  the  stocit  of  the  phesapealte  end  Ohio  Caaal  Company, 


upon  such  just  and  liberal  terms  as  may  be  best  calculated  to 
induce  to  the  early  completion  of  that  important  work;  and 
that  they  be  instructed  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  suggested  to  the  mover 
to  strike  onf  the  Words  ^'report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise," m  Ihey  were  unnecessary;  which  sugges- 
tion being  yiekfedio, 

Tb^  rviololfon  was  adopted  as  modified. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  snbmilted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  ander  the 
rate,  viz: 

RtMoboedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directsd 
tocopimonieate  to  the  Senate  any  report  which  may  hare  been 
madeto  him,  or  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treaauiy,  by  the  United 
Slates  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsytrania,  in  re- 
lation to  the  cloth  cases,  recently  cried  in  that  district,  inrolving 
forftitures  consequent  upon  the  violation  of  the  revenue  laws. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  one  day,  under  the  role: 

jResolvad;  That  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Willcea  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  relating  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  be  print- 
ed; and  that  the  charts  of  Columbia  river,  and  the  waters  of 
the  Admiralty  inlet  and  PMet  Bound,  fbe  engraved  or  lithcy^ 
graphed  under  dineti«D  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  submitted  the  follow- 
ing  resolution;  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  un- 
der the  rule,  viz^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  Senate,  in  as  concise  a  form  as  may  be  practi- 
cable: 

1.  The  amount  of  the  public  deiit  at  the  cloeeof  tlie  war  of 
the  RevolutioD,  and  the  amoaot  jMdd  by  the  Federal  Govern- 


ment for  the  individual  States,  for  the  expenditures  incurred  in 
that  war. 

2.  The  a,mount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  close  of  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  and  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the 
close  of  each  Administration  of  the  Federal  Government. 

3.  The  amount  remaining  in'tlie  treasury  at  tho  close  of  each 
AdministratioD. 

4.  The  gross  amount  of  the  receipts  of  each  Administration 
—distinguishing  between  the  receipts  from  imports,  public 
landsjand  other  sources. 

5  The  eross  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  each  Adminis- 
tration—distinguishing between  the  auinunt  paid  in  discharge 
of  ihepublic debt,  ana  for  other  purposes. 

6.  Tne  amount  depodted  with  the  States,  severally. 

7.  The  gcoss  amount  of  continental  paper  money  issued  by 
the  Federal  Government,  and  the  amount  of  the  same  redeemed 
by  the  Government. 

8.  The  i^reeent  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  In  gross. 

9.  The  present  public  debt  of  Great  Britain,  in  gross. 

10.  The  gross  amount  of  exports  and  of  imports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  each  Administration  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

11.  What  nations  have  funded  their  public  debt,  or  the  debts 
of  their  citizens,  under  tho  original  par  value  thereof,  or  at  a 
diminiahod  rate  of  interest,  and  the  terms  of  such  funding. 

Mr.  MBRRICK,  fromihe  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  withoDt 
am'^ndmenr,  House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  D.  Rose  and  others;*'  and  House 
bill  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barent  Srry- 
ker." 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticnt  presented  several 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Connec- 
tiout— 

1.  Instructing  their  Senators  to  make  suitable 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  refund 
to  General  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  on  him  by 

]  Judge  Hall,  in  the  year  1815,  with  interest  thereon 
to  the  time  of  payment,  without  condition  or  qual- 
ification, as  an  act  of  long-delayed  justice  to  that 
venerable  citizen,  patriot,  and  statesman. 

2.  Requesting  Congress  lo  make  suitable  provis- 
ion for  drilling  and  disciplining  the  militia  officers 
of  the  United  States,  that  they  may  be  schooled  in 
the  arts  of  war,  and  be  competent  to  discharge  their 
duties  in  time  of  war. 

3  Resolution  denying  the  right  of  Congress  to 
dictate  to  the  States  the  mode  in  which  they  shall 
elect  their  Representatives  in  Congress;  and  pro- 
testing against  the  exercise  of  that  right  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  a  palpable  and 
dangerous  violation  of  rights  of  the  Legislatures 
and  people  of  the  States;  which  resolutions,  on  th<^ 
motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  had  been  referred  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relating  to  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  Statep,  reported  a  bilUo  con- 
tinue in  force  the  several  acts  now  in  existence  M 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  sabmitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day: 

Reaolted,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post 
Roads  t)e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modi- 
f  vinf  the  existing  la  wsas  that  each  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate. 

Al«o,  whether  it  Inexpedient  to  repeal  or  modify  the  law 
which  i^rohibits  contractors  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  from 
carrying,  without  the  consent  of  the  Postmaster  General,  news- 
papers other  than  those  carried  in  the  mail. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of 
James  B.  M*Kown;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Reeohfedy  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  b^  in< 
strocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  to  Martin 
Fenwicic,  of  Maryland,  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State 
ofMissouri;  and  that  the  papers  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  See* 
retary  of  the  Senate  be  referred  to  thi  same  committee. 

Reeolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Private  I^nd  Claims  be 
instructedtoinquireintotheexpediency  of  confirming  to  Ab* 
salom  Linlt  a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  Btaie  of  Mis- 
souri, and  that  tho  papers  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 
Retohfed,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be  in> 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Wm.  A.  Slacum;  and  that  ihe 
etition  and  papers  on  file  in  tlie  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
nate  be  reierrtd  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  it  was 

Reeotvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  explana- 
tory  law  embracing  oeroUn  land  claims  confirmed  to  the  sons  of 
Bento  Vieques  in  1896,  by  the  board  of  commissioners  appoint* 
ed  to  investigate  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  under  acts 
of  Congress  of  9th  July,  1832,  andSd  March,  1833. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  documents  relatiog  to  thf 
claim  of  Dr.  Fenwickj  which  were  referred. 
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Mr.  YOUNO,  on  leave,  introdnced  a  bill  anthor- 
izingthe  sale  of  school  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
and  to  legalize  such  sales  as  have  been  made  prior 
to  the  passage  of  such  arJ;  which  was  read  twiee, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poblic  Lands. 

Mr.  YOUNG  preseattd  documents  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  grant  of  land,  to  aid  in  compleiing  the  Il- 
linois and  Michigan  canal,  which  he  movr d  the 
prihtiug  of:  referred  to  the  .Committee  on  Print- 
ing. 

Sundry  bills  from  the  House  were  taken  from 
the  table,  read  twice,  and  appropriately  referred. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  orders  of  the  day  brought  up  Mr.  Liffn'k 
bill  "to  author  ze  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Teriitory  of  Ore- 
gon, for  extending  certain  portions  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  over  the  same,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;'* the  consideration  of  which  was  resumed 
from  Friday,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Some  doubt  being  expressed  as  to  the  questioa 
pending, 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  it  was  on  Mr. 
AacREa*8  motion  renewing  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
>  ator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Taffan]  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble 10  the  bill,  which  was  in  these  word»: 
'^Whereas  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon  is  certain,  and  will  not  be  ahaa* 
doned:  therefpre"-— 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  he  hoped,  upon  recon- 
sideration, the  gentlemen  who  were  in  faror  of 
striking  out  the  preamble  when  the  bill  was  last  up, 
would  now  feel  satisfied  that  there  was  nothing  m 
it  to  render  this  motion  to  strike  out  necessary, 
whilst  there  was  much  to  be  considered  in  favor  of 
letting  it  stand.  It  is  very  certain  (as  he  remarked 
the  other  day)  that  we  have  wau  Oregon  territory, 
and  that  to  it  we  will  not  abandon  our  title.  Great 
Britain  does  not  deny  that  we  have  $omi;  why, 
then,  should  our  assertion  to  that  effect  give  any 
cause  of  divsatisfactionl  But,  even  if  it  did,  the 
assurance  that  we  wilt  not  abandon  our  title  should 
he  made,  because  it  is  requiate  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  our  own  people  on  that  point.  It  is  alUimportant 
that  we  should  give  some  satisfactory  answer  to 
the  daily  inquiries  made.  We  owe  it  to  our  dli- 
zens  already  settled  in  the  territory,  and  now 
amountini  to  1,500  or  9,000.  He  had  letters 
which  led  him  to  the  conviction  that,  if  this  assur- 
ance were  given,  the  settlers,  during  the  next  sum- 
mer, would  amount  to  at  least  5,000.  In  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  it  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  at  all  ne- 
cessary to  have  any  regard  to  the  e^ct  it  would 
would  produce  on  Kogland.  If  that  coantry  was 
so  unreasonable  as  to  object  lo  the  deelaratioa 
made  in  this  preamble,  he  certainly  would  not  be 
deterred  by  that  objection;  nor -would  he  make  the 
least  modification  to  Ruit  her  views.  SUll,  if  other 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  continued  to  oppose 
the  preamble,  he  would  not,  for  the  sake  of  retain- 
ing  it,  like  to  lose  the  bill  itself,  merely  becaase  the 
preamble  was  or  was  not  stricken  oot.  He  hoped 
it  would  be  continued  as  it  was. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  was  very  sorry  that  he 
did  not  feel  himself  any  more  at  liberty  today,  than 
he  did  when  the  bill  was  last  under  consideration, 
to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  for  the  withdrawal  of  that  motion. 
He  thought,  as  a  matter  ol  good  taste,  ihey  ought 
not  to  retain  such  a  preamble.  The  motives  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  Were — whail  To 
give  assurance  to  the  population  of  that  territory 
that  Ihis  Government  really  mean  to  carry  out 
their  own  bill !  Was  there  any  such  assurance 
wautedl  Was  not  the  pa^&ageof  the  bill  iiself  a 
sufficient  assurance?  Would  it  not,  in  facs  argue 
asortofimputaiioc,  if,  in  addition  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  (his  declaration  be  required  to  be  made 
as  a  sort  of  -guaranty  f<>r  the  sincerity  of  this 
Government?  The  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri would  not  affirm  that  such  a  declaration  wa« 
necessary,  in  reference  to  other  subjects  of  legisbi- 
tioD;  and  if  not  necessary  in  other  cases,  why  in 
this<? 

But  there  were  oihci*  objections  still  stronger. 
Did  not  the  gentleman  perceive  that  it  would  be 
better  to  avoid  all  cause  of  offence,  and  to  obtaia 
the  possession  of  this  territory  on  terms  of  perfect 
amity  and  good  feeling  with  all  foreign  powers, 
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nilber  thai  awaken  their  jealousy  and  animosity? 
The  a4pption  of  sooh  a  preamble  he  (Mr.  A.) 
thonght  watf  calculated  to  awaken  the  pride,  and 
possibly  the  resistance,  of  the  British  Qo7ernment. 
iM  the  gentleman  suppose  that  the  British  Qo^ern- 
ment  were 80  little  disposed  to  indulge  the  fueling 
of  jealousy  as  to  overlook  a  circamstance  of  this 
kind  1  Since  this  subject  was  last  under  consider- 
^on,  he  (Mr.  AawsR)  bad  given  it  an  attentive 
and  laborious  iDvestigation ;  and,  though  be  be- 
lieved the  title  of  the  United  States  was  a  strong 
one,  yet  it  was  a  subject  involving  so  mach 
difficidiy,  aad  spread  over  so  great  a  surface,  that 
litf  certainly  felt  a  hesitation  in  saying  it  was  whol- 
ly^ clear,  undoubted,  and  unequirocaK  It  was  a 
complicated  subject  Did  i^  become  them,  then,  to 
say  perenptoriiy,  and  at  once,  that  the  title  is  nn- 
doobted  and  unequivocal  1  He  believed  it  was  not 
the  true  course  of  policy  for  this  €k>vernment  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  this  subject.  In  every  view 
that  could  be  taken  of  the  subject,  the  preamble 
was  useless,  and  it  might  prodnce  evil  conse- 
quences. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Senate  would 
coBCor  with  him  in  striking  it  from  the  biU. 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  on  every  occasion 
of  referring  this  subject  to  a  select  oommktee  for 
tha  laat  four  or  five  years,  it  had  been  his  duty,  as 
a  member  of  such  committee,  (of  which  his  friend 
from  Missottri,  [Blr.  LiMw,]  the  mover,  was  chair- 
man,) uniformly  lo  concur  in  opinion  with  him 
that  there  ought  to  be  some  action  of  Congress  for 
the  (occupation  and  settlement  of  the  territory. 
Heretofore,  the  bills  introduced  for  that  purpose 
h»d  been  postponed  from  lime  to  time,  owing  lo 
the  allflgaiion  that  we  had  many  other  subjecis  of 
negotiation  with  England  to  be  settled,  which  this 
might  embarrass.  It  was  always  urged  as  a  mo- 
tive for  postponement,  that  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  act  in  this  matter,  lest  our  action  might  raise  up 
new  difficalties  to  protract  those  negotiations. 

The  same  objections  cannot  now  exist.  AH  the 
difficnities-^or,  at  least,  the  greatest  of  them-<-were 
settled  by  the  late  treaty.  They  may  be  consid- 
ered as  adjusted. 

The  question  now  was,  really,  whether  we  are 
to  assert  oar  rights  in  relation  to  this  territory,  or 
to  abandon  them—- whether  we  shall  maintain  onr 
title,  or  by  our  own  neglect  suffer  it  to  be  placed 
in  doubt.  Now,  he  was  fully  prepared  to  say,  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  abandon  one  inch  of  the 
territory  claimed  by  this  country  on  (he  northwest 
coast,  from  the  4 2d  lo  the  S4ih  degree  of  northern 
latitude.  To  the  whole  of  this  territory,  he  eon- 
aidersd  the  title  of  the  United  States  indefeasible, 
»  and  that  we  should  not  abandon  our  claim  to  one 
inch  of  it.  He  went  further :  he  would  say  that 
Qreat  Britain  had  no  right  to  the  portion  occupied 
by  ber  subjecis,  and  claimed  by  her;  and  that  it 
was  now  more  than  ever  necessary  that  we  shouM 
asbert  oar  rights,  considering  the  late  events  with 
regard  to  her  occupation  of  China  by  British 
forces. 

From  a  careful  rxaminatic  n  of  the  varioas  bills 
heretofore  introduced,  and  the  reports  of  committees, 
as  well  as  other  sources  of  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  had  come  to  the  conviction  that  every 
SDcb  of  the  territory  within  the  latitudes  designated 
belonged  of  right  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
British  Government,  has  not  a  shadow  of  claim  to 
the  smallest  portion  of  it     He  fully  believed  that 
now  to  refuse  the  assertion  of  our  claim  would 
t>e  injurious, to  this  country  and  its  honor.    He  did 
not  believe  that,  if  we  made  the  declaration  em- 
bodied  in  this  preamble,  war  with  Great  Britain 
would  follow.    On  the  contrary,  he   believed  it 
would    extinguish    her    pretence    for  a  quarrel 
with  us.    But,  even  if  it  was   to  produce  that 
effect,  be  was  prepared  to  aoake  the  declaration 
notwithstanding,  and  abide  the  L-sue.    He  was  not 
prepared  to  abandon  our  title  to  an  inch  of  the  ler- 
rlMHy,  On  the  greiund  that  onr  asserMon  of  it  would 
lead  Co  war,  or  on  any  other  ground;  because  he 
considered  that  title  indisputable  and  indefeasible. 
He  believed  it  now  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
assert  our  title;  to  dechire  to  the  world  that  we  will 
maintain  our  rights,  and  will  not  abandon  them. 
If  Qxeat  Britain  is  to  take  offence  at  our  declara- 
tion that  v-e  will  maintain  our  rightful  claim,  her 
doing  so  would  be  no  argument  to  him  that  we 


ooghi  toyieli.  He  considered  the  preamble  to  the 
bill  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  hoped  it  would 
not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that,  unfortunately,  by 
onr  own  supioeness,  we  had  permitted  Great  Brit- 
ain, for  all  practical  purposes,  to  take  possession 
of  the  territory.  From  1614,  through  the  agency 
of  the  Northwest  Fur  Company,  and  subsequently  * 
through  that  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  in 
which  the  former  was  merged,  she  had  gained  all 
she  could  gain  from  the  practical  possession  and 
occupation  of  the  country.  She  bad,  by  the  ex- 
tension of  her  territorial  laws  of  Canada,  by  act 
of  Parliament,  carried  British  laws  to  the  very 
limits  of  our  own  organized  territorial  govern- 
ments. England  had  thus  told  us  what  we  might ' 
or  might  not  do.  She  had  literally  said.to  us,  You 
may  go  so  far,  but  yon  shall  not  go  one  step  be- 
yond: it  yon  do,  we  will  object,  and  our  objection 
must  be  enough  to  stop  you:  you  must  abide  by 
our  acts  of  Parliament.  Ought  we  to  suffer  thift? 
Ought  we  noi,  rather,  to  stand  up  to  her  foot  to 
foot,  and  at  once  meet  her  face  to  face,  and^put  an 
end  to  ber  encroachments? 

We  are  too  prone  to  pay  undue  deference  to  our 
old  mother  country.  We  forget  how  much  worse 
than  a  bad  stepmother  she  had  in  time  past  proved 
to  us.  We  cannot,  in  spite  of  our  reason  and  our  re- 
collections, cast  off  our  colonial  deference  to  her  au- 
thority. We  never  will  get  free  from  her  arrogance 
till  another  opportunity  occurs  of  proving  our  inde- 
pendence-«-another  contest,  in  which  she  will  be 
as  much  humbled  as  she  was  in  the  last.  He  did 
not  desire  to  see  another  contest  with  Great  Britain. 
Bnt  he  firmly  believed  we  would  never,  in  the  face 
of  heaven  and  the  world,  stand  as  freemen,  till  we 
had  another  conflict;  and,  though  he  did  not  desire 
it,  yet  he  never  would  take  onto  step  backward  to 
avoid  it.  He  would  recall  to  the  Senate  the  ag- 
gression of  England,  the  burning  of  onr  ships,  the 
murder  of  our  seamen,  the  destruction  of  property 
upon  the  frontier,  which  we  had  s  jsiained  year  af- 
ter year,  and  which  all  had  borne  as  if  our  whole 
population  were  imbued  with  the  divine  spirit  of 
Christianity.  Was  it  sol  No,  sir;  it  was  not 
through  this  high  and  exalted  motive  'hat  we  sub- 
mitted; it  was  from  a  very  different  cause.  He 
would  assert  again,  in  any  contest  that  may  lake 
place,  we  have  retreated  so  often  and  so  long, 
and  debased  ourselves  so  much,  that  he  felt  he 
would  not  yield  another  inch  of  ground.  But  he 
^ouM  ask,  how  would  this  affect  our  relations  with* 
Great  Britain?  It  was  merely  asserting  that  they 
would  not  abandon  it.  It  was  an  encouraging 
declaration  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
those  people  who  may  think  proper  to  cxst  their 
lot  in  that  territory. 

He  could  see  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
preamble.  Wotild  not  Great  Britain  take  the 
same  exception  to  the  bill  as  to  the  preamble? 
Practically,  the  bill  was  just  as  offensive  without  it 
as  with  it. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  agree  with  the  honorable 
Senator  that  it  was  at  all  necessary  to  the  assertion 
of  our  rights  to  make  the  declaration  which  is 
made  by  this  preamble.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  most  dignified,  firm,  and  decided  course  was  to 
point  out  what  was  necessary  to  be  done,  to  take 
possession,  and  to  hold  it  until  the  whole  matter 
could  be  finally  and  permanently  determined. 
We  believe  (said  Mr.  K  }  that  we  have  the  right  to 
the  territory  in  question;  and  at  a  proper  lime  we 
may  be  called  on  to  assert  that  r>ght.  Bnt  I  do 
not  tbink  it  necessary  for  us  to  assert  that  right  in 
advance,  and  to  say  that  we  will  have  the  country 
because  it  is  ours.  It  would  not  make  our  posi« 
tion  any  better,  or  give  us  a  higher  standing.  He 
hoped  the  honorable  Senator  would  see  the  pro- 
;  priety  of  striking  out  the  preamble.  Much  as  he 
'  desired  to  see  the  country  occupied  by  an  Ameri- 
can population,  which  wouk!  be  enab^d  in  a  few 
years,  if  properly  supported  by  the  Government, 
to  defend  and  maintain  the  territory;  yet  he 
would  not  resort  to  any  such  expedienr-^indeed, 
nonesuch  was  necessary.'The  bill'itself,  he  thonght, 
would  go  very  far  towards  giving  them  such  a 
population — a  population  of  hardy,  enterprising 
men. 

The  country  must  be  ours,  and  he  felt  no  appte- 


hension  that  any  foreign  power,  however  stroisg, 
can  by  any  possibility  hold  long  possession  of  any 
portion  of  this  continent.  He  (Mr.  K)  would 
not  prf  cipitate  the  matter  by  the  adoption  of  such 
a  preamble  as  this;  he  would  prefer  that  the  Seaate 
should  act  on  the  bill  by  itself. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  he  was  inclined  to 
vote  against  the  preamble — not  because  he  did  not 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  what  had  been  expressed 
as  to  maintaining  our  just  rights,  bnt  because  it 
seemed  to  him  that,  however  strong  the  language 
employed  might  be,  it  was  a  very  feeble  method  of 
asserting  our  claim;  it,  in  fact,  rather  conveyed  the 
impressiop  that  ihey  were  doubtful  of  their  own  title, 
and  were  attempting  to  fortify  it  by  a  declaration  that 
right  or  wrong,  we  intend  to  stand  by  it.  If  our 
title  be  a  clear  one,  it  requires  no  such  declaration; 
and  if  it  be  not  a  good  title,  depend  upon  it,  it  is  not 
more  likely  to  be  recognised  by  the  world,  in  con- 
sequence of  such  declaration  on  our  part.  Ber 
lieving  as  he  did,  that  our  title  is  complete  and  un- 
blemished, he  would  not  sully  it  by  any  such  pro- 
ceeding. How  would  it  sound,  if,  in  an  act  rela- 
ting to  the  District  of  Columbia,  we  were  to  insert 
a  declaration  that  we  would  never  abandon  the 
possession?  Would  it  not  be  absurd?  He  could 
see  no  occasion  for  disputing  about  the  matter.  It 
was  highly  inappropriate  and  unfit;  and  he  should, 
therefore,  give  his  vote  against  the  preamble. 

Mr.  ARCHER  hoped  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
understood  that  he  was  not  either  opposed  to  the 
bill,  or  to  the  maiaienance  of  cur  rights,  whenev- 
er there  would  be  occasion  to  assert  them.  He 
only  objected  to  the  expediency  and  necessity  of 
the  preamble  to  the  bill.  He  thought  it  altogether 
imprudent,  besides  being  in  bad  taste,  to  put  any 
such  preamble  to  the  bill  at  all. 

The  question  being  thea  taken  by  ayes  and  noes, 
it  was  found  that  they  were  17  to  17;  and,  as  the 
Chair  was  about  to  live  a  casting  vote, 

Mr.  ARCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  before  they  were  ordered, 

Mr.  KING  avked  whether  this  vote  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  or  indeed  in  any  form,  would  not 
be  calculated  to  have  the  very  effect  which  the 
Senator  Irom  Missouri  deprecated — that  of  pre- 
judicing the  qaestion.  and  increa&ing  the  doubt  he 
wishes  to  dispel.  The  preamble  asserts  an  un- 
doubted title  to  the  territory.  A  vote  to  strike  out 
the  assertion  of  this  undoubted  right  would  bear 
the  inference  that  the  Senate  had  some  doubt;  and 
even  if  the  motion  to  strike  out  did  not  prevail,  the 
vote  of  its  supporters  would  have  the  tendency  in- 
dicated. He  hoped  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
would  see  the  disadvantage  of  this  vo:e,  and  agree 
to  remove  the  difficulty  by  acceding  at  once  to  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  as  a  member  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, should  say  that  he  did  not  consider  the 
preamble  to  the  bill,  when  pre&sed  by  the  diair- 
man,  very  important;  but  was  willing  to  retain  it, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  to  sa'i&fy  the 
public  mind.  Bnt  now  that  the  subject  had  been 
debated,  and  a  question  put  on  striking  out  the  pre- 
amble, he  thought  it  belter  it  ihould  be  retained, 
than  that  any  doubt  should  be  increased  by  the  de- 
cision in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  out. 
I  Mr.  LINN,  after  a  few  remarks,  for  the  sake  of 
unanimity  in  support  of  the  (general  provisions  of 
the  bill,  consented  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Virginia. 

The  preamble,  therefore,  by  general  consent, 
was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  FULTON  submitted  an  amendment  to  come 
in  at  the  sixteenth  line,  as  follows : 

"  And  to  every  such  kihabiuuil  and  cuUivator,  being  a  mar' 
ried  man,  there  etiall  he  granted,  in  addition,  one  huiMlred  and 
sixty  acree  to  the  wife  of  eaidiiueband,  and  the  like  qaan'iQr  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  the  father,  for  each  child  under 
tha  a«e  of  eighteen  years,  he  may  hare,  or  which  may  be  born 
within  five  years  afterwards. 

Mr.  FULTON  remarked  that  the  object  of  his 
amendment  was  to  make  some  equality  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  between  married  persons  and 
thoibe  who  were  sing^le.  ft  was  also  his  purpose^  in 
offering  it,  to  hold  out  strong  inducements  to  men 
having  families  to  undertake  the  hazardous  enter- 
prise of  emigrating  to  that  remote  and  beautiful 
territory.  The  expense  to  men  with  families  to 
I  get  there  would  be  much  greater  than  to  single 
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men ;  and  be  thought,  therefore,  to  produce  equal- 
ity, a  greater  qaaniQm  of  land  bhoald  be  given  to 
married  mea.  >  He  hoped  there  woald  bd  no  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  be  desired  to  ?ote  for  this 
amendment.  He  went  on  to  show  that  the  French 
and  Spanish  Governments,  in  their  plans  of  settle 
ment  in  Louisiana,  had  granted  land  to  the  hcs- 
band,  to  ihe  wife,  and  so  much  for  each  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  each  of  his  slaves;  aiwl  that  such  plan 
was  equitable,  and  went  te  equalize  the  grants 
among  the  settlers.  Mr.  B.  said  that  to  the  man 
having  a  family,  it  was  the  most  costly  aud 
hazardous  to  emigrate  He  was  for  inducing  men 
with  families  to  go  to  that  country,  because  it 
would  give  the  strongest  bonds  which  could  be 
given  for  the  faithful  defence  of  the  country.  The 
man  of  lamlly  has  far  more  responsibility  on 
him  to  defend  his  wife  and  children.  He  would 
therefore  vole  with  the  greatest  pleasure  for  the 
amendment. 

Messrs.  McROBERTS  and  CRITTENDEN  sug- 
gested modificaiioDs  of  the  amendment;  which  were 
accepted  by  the  mover  of  it. 

The  qiiestion  was  then  pat  on  the  amendment, 
&nd  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.,  PHELPS  remarked  that  the  bill  provided 
for  extending  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of 
tbe^supreme  court  and  district  courts  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Iowa  over  the  Oregon  Territory,  as  defined 
in  the  bill;  and  for  that  purpose  authorized  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  associate  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  in  addition  to  the 
number  now  authorized  by  law.  He  did  not  think 
it  was  necessary  to  make  the  appointment  of  two 
additional  judges  obligatory;  and  moved  to  strike 
out  the  word  *«shall<"  in  the  3d  line  of  ihe  bill,  and 
insert/'may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  President;"  so 
as  to  leave  discretion  with  the  President  to  judge  of 
the  necessity  of  their  appointment. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  to  ail  the  blank  witb  $100,000 
to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  bill  into  effect;  which 
amendment,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs,  LINN, 
SMITH  of  Indianji,  HUNTINGTON,  McROB- 
ERTS,  and  CRITTENDEN,  was  agreed  to. 

At  the  sngfesiiou  of  Messrs.  WOODBUaY, 
CRITTENDEN,  and  SEVIER,  some  further 
amendments  wer(»  made  to  ibe  bill.  The  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and, 

Ai  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  TAPPAN,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  tbeHab  e  till  tomorrow,  with  a  view  of 
having  it  printed  as  amended. 

Mr.  ARCHER  remarked  that  George  McDuffie, 
the  Senator  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  res- 
ignation of  Mr.  Preston,  was  present,  though  his 
credentials  were  not  received.  He  had  left  home 
with  the  expectation  that  his  credentials  would  be 
received  on  his  arrival  here.  Mr.  A.  had  been 
told  by  the  Secretary  that  there  were  precedents  to 
authorize  the  qualifying  of  Mr.  McDufli^  though 
his  credentials  were  not  formally  presented.  He 
moved  that  he  be  permitted  to  qualify. 

Tne  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  were  prece- 
dents to  justify  that  course. 

Mr.  McDoFFiB  then  presented  himself,  and  was 
qaalificd. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuKSDAT,  January  3,  1843. 

Mr.  EASTMAN  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
French  and  forty-nine  others,  citizens  of  Barn- 
stead.  New  Hamp.\hire,  for  a  mail  route  from  Qil- 
mautin  Iron  Werks  to  Manchester,  in  said  State. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Kphraira  Tibbets,  and  fifty, 
one  others,  citizens  of  said  Gilmanton  Iron  Works; 
of  James  Knox  aid  seventy  others,  citizens  of 
Pembroke;  of  R.  T.  Leavitt  and  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  others,  citizens  of  Pittsfield;  and  of  J.  G. 
Cilley  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  others, 
citizens  of  Manchester;  all  praying  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  said  mail  ronte  from  Gilmanton  Iron 
Works  to  Manehe<(tef;  which  said  several  petitions 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 


Alv*o,  the  peUii.in  or  TiKJinas  D  Morrison,  of 
New  Hampshire,  for  remuneraion;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  oi^  Claims. 

Mr.  BOYD  presented  the  peiitiop  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Marshall  and  Calloway  counties,  Ken- 
tucky* praying  that  a  pension  be  granted  to  Joseph 
Bowlin,  a  disabled  soldier  of  the  late  war. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  presented  a  petition,  signed  by 
four  hundred  and  thirty^two  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  asking  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the  town 
of  Milwaukie,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Also,  Ibe  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Sac  coun- 
ty, in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers. 

Also,  a  petition  numerously  signed  by  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Southport,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  harbor  at  that  town,  on  the  western 
shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
8.  Jarvis,  and  twenty-six  other  sbipmaaters  and 
merchanttf  of  Mount  Desert,  for  an  appropriation 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  Penobscot  bay, 
Maine;  which  was  referred  *to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.^ 

The  several  committees  were  called  on  for  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  *'An  act  to  establi&h  a  district  court  of  the 
United  States  at  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia/' 

Mr.  L  said,  as  be  presumed  ihere  wonld  be  no 
objection  to  the  bill,  he  moved  that  it  be  now 
passed. 

The  bill  was  then  read  three  times  and  passed. 

CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Rtsolvtdy  That  tho  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in* 
atructed  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abollahing  capital 
punithment  in  public. 

Mr.  WISE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, made  sundry  adverse  report?. 

COST  OP  FIRE-ARMS. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Hesolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  thla  Houae, 
aa  soon  aa  practicable, 

IsL  The  cost  of  the  materials  for  the  fabrication  of  fire-arnta 
«t  the  United  Siatea  armoriea.  % 

2d.  The  price  paid  lor  labor  on  the  musket. 

3d.  TUe  oxpenae,  per  musket,  for  all  other  labor,  comprising 
the  making  and  repairing  of  tools,  pay  of  ofllcera,  dto.— pre* 
seniing  a  distinct  ataiemeni  for  each  of  the  last  three  years. 

And  that  he  further  report  the  atnouui  expended  at  each  of 
the  armories  during  the  last  three  years,  separately,  for  all  pur- 
poses not  direaly  connected  with  tlie  coosirnctioR  of  the  mua* 
ket. 

LIQHT-HOUSB  IN  MAINE. 

Mr.  LOWELL  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  oo  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  tho  expediency  of  erecting  a  light-house  at  Lit* 
tie  River  haibor,  in  Cutler,  Maine. 

ABOLITION. 

Mr.  SLADE  rose  and  said  he  wished  to  present 
the  resolutions  of  the  Legislaftfre  of  Vermont  in  re- 
lation IQ  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dictrict  of 
Colombia.  As  their  reception  was  precluded  by  tht 
21si  rule,  he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  mov- 
ing a  ftu^penaioo  of  that  rule,  for  the  purpose  of 
accomplishing  hit  object,  and  offering  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas,  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  framed  on  the  I5ih  of 
May,  1820,  the  forelm  slave-trade  is  declared  to  be  piracy,  and 
is  made  punishable  by  death: 

And  wheieas,  there  ia,  and  has  long  been  carried  on  in  ilie 
District  of  Columbia,  within  sight  of  the  halls  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  residence  of  the  Chief  Executive 
Magistrate  of  this  nation,  a  trade  in  men,  involving  all  thkprlo* 
ciples  of  outrsge  on  human  rights  which  characterize  the  for- 
eifl^n  slave-trade,  and  which  have  drawn  down  upon  It  the  male- 
dictions of  the  civilized  world,  and  stigmatised  tboee  engaged 
in  it  aa  enemies  of  the  human  race: 

And  whereas,  the  trade  thus  existing  in  this  District  isaegra- 
vaied  In  enormity,  by  rea«on  of  its  being  carried  on  in  the  Heart 
of  a  nation  whose  institutions  are  based  upon  the  principle  that 
all  men  are  created  equal,  and  whose  laws  have.  In  effecit  pro- 
claimed its  great  and  superlative  Iniquity;  atr^ravated,  more- 
over, by  ita  outrage  on  the  wnsibtlitiea  of  a  Christian  comma- 
nity,  by  lis  sundering  of  the  ties  of  Christiaii  brotherbaod,  and 
by  the  anguish  of  ita  remorseless  violation  of  all  the  domestic 
relations,  rendered  the  more  deep  and  eodariog  by  the  hallow.  J| 


ing  influence  of  tha  Christian  religion  upon  those  rriatioBs,  and 
by  the  increased  strength  which  it  givaa  to  the  domestic  aflae> 
tions: 

And  whereas,  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  ConadtudoD,  ia 
providing  for  ibe  setting  apart,  and  exempiiog  from  Buia  jn. 
riadictlon,  a  district  for  the  seat  of  iheOovemibant  of  the  Coiied 
Slates,  was,  to  provide  a  common  ground  whereon  all  could 
meet,  under  a  system  of  laws  not  involving,  of  neeeesity.  prm> 
ciplea  or  jisages  peculiar  to  any  of  the  States,  bat  based  npoo 
the  great  principles  asserted  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  looking  to  the  great  objects  contemplated  in  the  pxeambla 
to  iheConMitatlon: 

And  wfaereas,  thai  purpose  of  the  ConslitutiOQ  ledefenied,  by 
objecting  a  majority  of  the  Represeniativeaof  the  people  amd 
of  the  Slates,  in  the  two  Houces  of  Congreas,  and  a  majority  of 
those  employed  in  the  executive  departments  at  the  seal  of 
Government,  to  the  oeceasity  of  wiioessioga  trade  in  hanaaa 
beings,  which  is  to  (hem  a  source  of  grievous  annoyaDoa^  aaid 
an  object  of  deep  abhorrence  and  detestation: 

And  whereas,  thia  trade  in  human  beings  ia  carried  oo  n&der 
the  authority  of  lawa  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  lli)|i«d 
States;  thereby  involving  the  people  of  all  the  States  In  ita 
g[uilt  and  disgrace-  a  guri^  and  disgrace  enhanced  by  the  con* 
sideraiion  that  those  lawa  are  a  virtaal  usurpation  of  power, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  having  coaferraa  upon 


Congress  no  right  to  establish  the  relation  of  slavery,  or  to 
tion  and  protect  the  slavO'trade  In  any  portion  of  this  Confede- 
racy:   Therefore, 

Resolvedf  That  all  laws  in  any  way  authorising  or  aancUon- 
ing  the  slave-trade  in  this  District,  ouf  ht  to  be  repealed,  and  the 
trade  prohibited;  and  that  the  Committee  for  the  Dlsrriet  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  QILMER  iD^nircd  if  the  motion  was  in  or- 
der; to  which 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  aaked  if  it  vonM  be  in  or- 
der to  move  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER  said  No. 

Some  confusion  then  ensned,  and  several  gentle- 
men attempted  to  get  the  floor;  in  tbe  midst  of 
which,  the  caUing  of  the  roll  was  eomme need. 

The  Hoase  refused  to  sntpend— yeas  73,  n'^ys 
109,  as  follows: 

YEA8>-Meawa.  Adama,  Sherlock  J.  Andrew^  Aycrigc 
BabcoclL  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den. Brtggs,  Bronsoo.  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bomell,  Calhoun, 
Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  fltaley  N.  Clarke,  Jamee 
Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Richard  D.  Darip, 
Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd,  Gates^ 
Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Halsted,  Henry,  Hud- 
son, Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James,  Linn,  McKennan,  Mc- 
Keon,  Mathint,  Mattocks.  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris^ 
Morrow,  Oliver,  Onborne.  Parmenter,  Patridge,  Pendletmi, 
Ramsey,  Dunjamin  Randall,  Raridolph,  Ridgway,  Rooaevelt, 
William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Ballonstall,  Banlord, 
Slade,  Truman  Smitli,  Stokelv,  Stratton,  Tillinghasc*  To* 
land,  Tomlinsoo,  Trumbull,  Joseph  L.  While,  and  Win* 
throp--73, 

NaYS— Messrs.  LandatT  W.  Andrawa  Arnold,  Aniajg* 
ton,  Beeson.  Bidlack,  Black.  Bowne,  Boyo,  Brewaer,  AaroD 
V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Oreen  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  CamplMll, 
Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary,  Casey,  Cfaapmaa, 
Cllfibrd,  Clinton.  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Croai,  Daniel, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dawson.  Denn,  Deberry,  Eastmaa,  John  C. 
Edwards,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomaoce,  Gentry,  Gerry.  Ooc- 
ffin,  Gordon,  Green,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hays,  Hopkina.  HoucE, 
Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Inrin,  Jack, 
William  Co<it  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson.  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Kaim,  * 
King,  Lewis,  Liulefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCIellan,  McKay, 
Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas  F.  Maiehall,  Matbow% 
Meditl,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Moore,  Ncwhard,  Owsley,  PaTue, 
Pirkens,  PI  timer,  Powell,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rencber, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Rodney.  Rogers,  Saunders,  Shaw, 
Shields,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Bteeorod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Siuazt, 
John  T.  Atuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplact, 
Turney,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Washington,  Watterson.  WeUer, 
Weetbrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Christopher  H.  WiUiame, 
Wise,  and  Wood— 109. 

NAVAL  DEPOT. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST  preaented  the  regulations 
of  the  Gkneral  Assembly  of  the  Siate  of  Rhode 
Island,  settiog  forth  the  vtry  decided  and  snperior 
fitness  of  some  place  in  Narraganaet  Bay  fora 
naval  depot :  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BREAKWATER. 

Mr.  SAL8TONSTALL  pre^^ented  a  resolution 
iostrncting  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  constrnclion  of  a  breakwater  nt 
Sandy  Bay,  Masaaehnsetts. 

BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  offered  a  petition  frooa 
sundry  ciiizena  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  repeni 
of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

ABOLITION. 

Mr.  MORGAN  preaented  a  resolution  inatmct- 
ing  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  to  inquire  inro 
the  expediency  of  repealing  an  act  passed  by  the 
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Tenitorial  Legislatora  of  Florida,  entitled  *<An  act 
to  prevent  the  fai ore  migration  or  emigration  of 
finee  negroes  and  mnlattoea  into  said  Territory,'* 
orsomtieh  thereof  as  imposes  a  capitation  tax  on 
SQcb  of  tbem  as  may  enter  said  Territory,  and  an* 
Ifaorizes  tbetr  sale  for  ninety-nine  years  for  non- 
payment of  said  tax, 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to.  lay  the  resolation  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  JAMBS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
lihieh  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted  in 
yeas  113,  nays  80;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meam.  Landaff  W.  Andrewi,  Arrington,  Bidlack, 
Black,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brawator,  AaronV.  Brown,  Milton  Brown, 
Ctuw.  Bcown,  Burke, 'William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
Pfclrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Camp- 
bell, Garuihera,  Cary,  Ctiapman.  Clifibrd,  Clinton,  Coles, 
VarkA.  Cooper,  GrQa»,Cushmg,  Daniel,  Garreu  Davis, Da w- 
MD,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Bdwarda,  Chs. 
A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Gentry,  Gerry,-  Gilmer,  Ch>ggiD,  Gordon, 
Grmhara,  Gieen,  GuJtine,  Gwin,Barria,  Baya,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
HooatoD,  llubard.  Hunter,  Charles  J.  InKersolI,  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keiro,  King,  Lewis, 
LIttlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCiellan,  Robert  IvtcClellan, 
McKay.  Airred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews, 
Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  M(K)re,  Mewhard,  Owe- 
Jey,  Patrld^e,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  PoWell,  Rayner,  Red- 
ing, Rencfier,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Ri^gs^  Rogers,  Sauaden, 
Shaw,  Shields,  Stuily,  Steenmd,  Alexander  H.  H.  Siuart, 
John  T.  Siuan,  Summers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplet!, 
Tomey,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Warren,  Washington,  Watterson, 
Waller,  Wesihrook,  Edward  D.  While,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Christopher  U.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Wood-^l  13. 

NATS— Messrs.  Adams,  Sherlock  J.  Andrewa,  Arnold,  Aye- 
ngg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beeson,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Board- 
nan,  Borden,  Brigits,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Bornell,  C^boan,  Casey,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  StaleyN. 
Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Crarena,  Richard 
D.  Daria,  Everett,  Ferris,  Feasenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Fldyd« 
^tea,  Giddings,  P.G.  Goods,  Granger,  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard, 
HudK>n,  Hunt,  Jamea  Irvin.  William  W.  Irwin,  Jamea, 
Linn,  McKennaa,  McKeon,  Marchand,  Mathiot,  Mattocks, 
Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris.  Morrow,  Oabome, 
Parmenter,  Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Read, 
Ridgway,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell.  James  M. 
Russell,  Saltonstali,  Sonford, Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Slokely, 
fitratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Wal« 
lace,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  and  JohnToung-80. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  BOWNE  offered  a  resolntion  on  ibis  sub* 
ject,  as  follows: 

Ruotved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
to  report,  on  Thursday  next,  the  folio win|{  bill  to  refund  the 
fioe  Imposed  on  General  Andrew  Jackson  at  New  Orleans. 

[The  bill  was  that  introduced  by  Mr.  Linn,  in 
the  Senate,  on  the  lt)ih  March,  1843,  which  pro- 
vided that  the  proper  aeconnting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be  directed  to  ascertain  the 
amoant  of  the  penalty  or  damages  awarded  by  the 
district  jadge  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans, 
in  the  year  1815,  against  M»jor  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  then  commander-in-chief  of  ibat  district, 
*  for  official  acts  in  that  capacity,  and  paid  by  him 
at  that  time;  and  that  the  sum  so  paid,  with  inter- 
est at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  be  paid  to  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.] 

Mr.  BOWNE  moved  the  previoas  qnestion  on 
the  adoption  of  his  resoJotion. 

The  8PB ABLER  took  the  qnestion,  and  being  of 
opinion  that  the  motion  was  negatived — 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  tellers;  and  they  were 
ordered. 

Messrs.  Wbllxr  and  Brigos  were  appointed 
tellers;  and  they,  having  taken  the  vote,  reported 
66  in  the  affirmative,  and  83  in  the  negative;  so 
th«  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  not  sec- 
onded. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  submitted  the  following 
rasoJation,- which  was  adopted: 

JEUmtOvedt  T%at  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs  be  instruct* 
•d  lo  ioquiie  into  the  expediency  of  making  earl^  provision,  by 
special  bill  or  otherwise,  for  renewing  ancf  continuing  the  pen* 
tffons  of  Che  widows  of  persons  who  were  lost  In  the  United 
Siatoa  ship  Epervier. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Tbe  SPEAKER,  announced  the  order  of  the  day 
to  be  the  bili  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law;  on  which 
the  geoileman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Marshall] 
had  tbe  floor. 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSH A£X,  who  had  the  floor, 
rose,  and  observed  that  he  was  extremely  anxious 
to  have  said  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject  of  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and  was  particularly 
anxioDs  to  have  said  something  upon  (he  inciden- 
tal qtnestiona  started  in  debate  by  the  gentleman 
Xrom  Maasacbosetts,  [Mr.  Cushimo;]  but  he  was 


warned  by  ibe  eipcrieDc<^  of  last  night  that  penon- 
al  debility  would  prevent  him  from  proceeding,  as 
be  con  Id  have  wished,  for  the  short  liipe  the  roles 
of  the  House  allowed  him.  He.  shonld,  therefore, 
yield  the  floor  to  any  gentleman  who  wished  to 
address  the  House  on  the  subject.  He  was  per- 
fectly sure,  he  added,  that  the  state  of  his  health 
would  net  enable  him  to  proceed  as  he  wished. 

Mr.  MILTON  BROWN  regretted  the  disap- 
pointment that  all  must  necessarily  feel  in  con- 
sequence of  the  gentleman's  df dining  to  address 
the  House  on  this  subject,  as  was  expected.  He 
regretted,  in  common  with  all  others,  the  circum- 
stances that  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  do  so. 
For  himself,  he  had  ro  purpose  to  enter  into  the 
general  debate  in  regard  to  these  subjects  of  politi- 
cal controversy  which  had  been  discussed  by  the 
gentlemen  who  preceded  him.  His  simple  and 
vole  object  in  now  rising  to  address  tbe  House  was 
to  say  something  in  regard  to  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  against  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  He  voted  for  that  law  originally, 
under  the  impression  (hat  his  constituents  desired 
him  to  do  so;  and,  having  no  information  that  they 
desired  its  repeal,  he  voted  against  that  measure  at 
the  last  session;  and,  pursuing  the  same  course,  he 
should,  for  stronger  reasons,  vote  against  it  now. 

Perhaps,  in  the  history  of  our  whole  legislation, 
there  never  had  been  a  law  more  misunderstood 
and  more  misrepresented  than  this.  Objeotions 
had  been  urged  against  it,  that,  he  ventured  to 
say,  had  seldom  originated  in  the  law  itself,  but  in  the 
representations  of  those  who  raiied  the  objections. 
It  was  not  his  purpose  (Mr.  B.  said)  to  give  this 
qnestion  a  party  turn;  on  tbe  contrary,  it  was 
his  intentionr  to  discuss  it  in  connexion  with  the 
opiillons  of  both  the  political  parties  of.  the  conn« 
try.  It  would  be  borne  in  mind  that,  before  tbe 
last  presidential  election,  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt 
law  was  advocated  by  gentlemen  of  both  pr^litical 
parties;  and  even  now  it  would  be  found  that  there 
were  very  few  who  object  to  suefa  a  bankrupt  law, 
of  itself,  though  they  object  to  its  details.  It  was 
said  that  there  were  obnoxious  features  in  the  law 
which  not  only  ought  to  be  repealed,  but  that  the 
law  itself  should  be  repealed.  It  was  worthy  of  ob- 
servation, that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which 
gave  to  Congress  the  power,  and  the  only  power, 
of  passing  a  bankrupt  law,  was  adopted  by  nine 
States  to  one.  At  that  time  a  large  majority  of 
ail  parties  concurred  in  the  belief  that  it  was  a 
wise  provision,  and  should  be  acquiesced  in  by 
Congress. 

To  show  that  both  parties,  previous  to  the  last 
presidential  election,  concurred  in  the  propriety  of 
passing  a  bankrupt  law«  he  would  refer  to  the  fact 
that  there  were  two  bills  reported  in  the  Senate,  at 
the  same  time,  from  the  two  political  parties  in 
that  body;  each  professing  to  be  the  plan  of  the 
party  who  reported  it.  One  of  these  bills  was  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Clayton,  the  other  by  Mr.  Wall. 
That  reporttd  by  Mr.  Clayton  was  looked  upon 
as  the  bill  of  the  Whig  party,  to  which  he  belong- 
ed; and  that  reported  by  Mr.  Wall,  as  tbe  bill  of 
tbe  Democratic  party,  of  which  he  was  a  distin- 
guished member.  For  this  he  had  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Benton,  from  whose  speech  on  that  occasion 
(which  would  be  found  in  the  Congr^sional 
Globe)  he  begged  leave  to  read  a  few  extracts.  Mr. 
Benton  said: 

*Three  membmi  of  the  Jvdiclary  Ck>mmittae  have  reported 
one  bill;  two  members  have  reported  another;  and  these  two 
bills  emanate  from  the  two  political  parties  which,  under  what* 
soever  names,  have  existed  in  this  country  for  fifty  years." 

And  ag^in  he  says,  after  stating  his  objections 
to  tbe  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Clayton,  turning  to 
Mr.  Wall's  bill,  he  says: 

.  •The  other  is  a  general  bill,  looking  to  the  rights  of  creditors, 
as  well  as  to  the  relief  of  debtors— intended  for  tbe  future  as 
well  as  the  present  and  the  past— applicable  to  corporations  as 
well  as  to  persons— embracing  the  campulsoiy  as  well  as  the 
voluntary  feature — and  making  provisions  for  those  who  are  not, 
as  weU  as  those  who  are,  technically  merchants  and  traders." 

Another  prominent  objection  that  Mr.  Benton 
had  to  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Clayton,  Would  be 
found  in  the  same  speech. 

"After  all,  [said  Mr.  Benton,]  the  bill  is  not  to  be  applicable 
to  all  debtor»— the  relief  Is  not  to  be  for  all  persons  owing  debts. 
There  is  to  bo  a  line  of  divistoa  between  tbe  debtors— a  hori- 
sontal  line— those  above  the  line  are  to  have  relief;  those  below 
it  are  denied  it.  This  results  from  the  amount  which  tbe  debtor 
must  owe  In  order  to  entitle  hhiMelf  to  the  benefit  of  its  prorie.    | 


ions.  The  bill  provides  for  an  amount,  but  leaves  the  susa  in 
blank.  Will,  the  reporter  of  the  bill  (said  Mr.  B.,  addressing 
Mr.  Clayton  of  Delaware)  name  the  amoiut  which  it  is  pro* 
posed  to  insert? 

"[Mr.  Clayton  said  he  had  not  been  instructed  to  move  a 
particular  sum;  but  $500  b<id  been  mentioned  in  tbe  com* 
mittee.] 

"Mr.  Benton  continued:  Five  hundred  dollars.  That  wu 
the  sum  mentioned  in  the  committee,  4nd  no  other  sum  is  men* 
tiotied  here.  Five  hundred  dollais  must  be  considered,  then,  as 
the  amount  necessary  to  be  owed,  to  eniltle  a  person  to  the 
relief  of  the  act.  Now,  this  is  arbitrary  and  unequal;  it  cuts  off 
the  small  dealers— the  persons  of  little  property — the  laborers; 
it  cuts  tbem  off  from  the  benefits  of  the  act,  and  operates  as 
an  encouragement  to  people  logo  largely  in  debt,  as  the  laige 
debtors  are  to  be  relieved,  and  the  small  ones  not.  It  makes 
the  act  exclusive  for  the  large  dealers,  and  this  contrary  to  tbe 
principle  of  equality  which  is  professed  in  the  billj  ao'l  with- 
out any  foundation  m  reason  and-  justice.  The  weight  of  debt 
is  relative,  not  absolute.  It  depends  upon  the  amount  of  the 
debtor's  property,  and  not  upon  the  amount  of  tbe  debt.  To 
one  man,  a  debt  o(  one  hundred  dollars  is  as  much  as  a 
hundred  thousand,  or  a  million,  n  to  another.  To  one  man, 
five  hundred  dollars  Is  as  much  as  five  hundred  thousand  is  to 
another;  and,  beyond  question,  tbe  most  numerous  class  of 
debtors  in  the  United  States  are  those  who  owe  less  than  the 
minimum  proposed  in  this  bill.  But  these  small  debtors,  nn« 
merous  as  they  are,  are  diereearded  and  overlooked  by  the  bill. 
They  are  to  woric  out  (heir  debts  in  sorrow  and  io  misery, 
carrying  their  endless  load  to  the  grave;  while  the  dashers^ 
the  large  debtors — clear  out  theirs  by  a  declaration  and  a  sur- 
render." 

Again:  Mr.  Benton  said — and  he  referred  to 
this  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  both  parties 
concurred  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law — 

"I  do  not  think  the  present  session  the  propitious  one  for  ben* 
eficlal  action  on  this  subject.  Five  hundred  thousand  votersb 
demanding  the  passage  of  a  law,  on  the  eve'  of  an  election, 
most  have  an  influence  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  law* 

Siver,  as  well  as  upon  his  judgment  and  conscience.  Since 
ley  have  waited  so  long.  I  should  have  preferred  the  delay  of 
a  few  months  more.  SUil,  the  subject  is  before  us,  and  we  are 
here;  and  I  am  willing  to  act,  and  to  do  what  1  believe  to  be  my 
duty.  I  am  ready  to  anisi»  In  framing  an  act  which  shall  b« 
general  in  its  provisions,  and  Just  in  ite  application— which 
shall  do  justice  to  the  creditor,  as  well  as  to  the  debtor— which 
shall  apply  to  trading  and  money-dealing  corporations,  as  well 
as  to  trading  and  money-dealing  individuals—  which  shall  l>e 
compulsory  with  regard  to  traders  and  dealers,  whether  natural 
or  artificial— which  shall  be  optional  with  resi/eci  to  other 
classes  of  the  communiiy—an4  which  shall  distinguish  between 
misfortune  and  misconduct." 

Further  on,  Mr.  Benton  made  (be  following  re- 
mark, which  proves  that  the  bill  of  Mr.  Wall  was 
the  bill  of  ihe  Democratic  party: 

"The  bill  of  the  minority  funushes  the  true  basis  for  the 
enactment  of  a  bankrupt  system.  We  offer  to  provide  for  all; 
and  it  is  for  the  gentlemen  on  ttie  oppoena  side  to  say  that  ail 
shall  miscarry  if  they  are  not  allowad  to  provide  for  one  part, 
and  one  side,  only. 

Here  was  the  proof  of  two  factst  First,  that  the 
bill  of  Mr.  Wall  originated  with  the  party  to  which 
he  belonged;  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  considered 
by  them  as  the  true  basis  of  a  bankrupt  law.  Now, 
what  were  ihe  provisions  of  ibis  biil?  He  had  it  in 
his  band,  and  found  ihai  it  contained  fivery  objec- 
tionable feature  that  was  so  strongly  condemned 
in  the  preseiit  law.  Mr.  Bbown  then  referred  lo 
Mr.  Wall's  speech,  published  in  the  Congressional 
Globe  of  1839,  page  462,  from  which  he  read  the 
following  extract: 

"It  is  intended  to  act  both  retrospectively  and  prospectively. 

"It  looks  oponib«  past,  not  lo  condemn,  but  lo  relieve.  The 
whole  land  is  strewed  with  the  wreclcs  of  bankruptcy,  and  we 
cannot  look  in  any  direction,  without  perceiving  the  *^6i§am 
etJloUam?*  of  trade  cost  upon  itsshoies.  All  must  admit  the 
fact,  however  much  they  mav  disagree  as  to  the  causes,  that 
this  state  ef  things  has  resulted  fronrthe  contractions  and  ex- 
pansions of  the  currency;  and  that  the  fluctuations  gvowing  out 
of  it  have  imparted  to  all  busioeas  depending  on  prices^  the 
hazards  and  vicissUodes  incident  to  commerce  and  trade.  The 
best  energies  of  the  country  have  l>een  paralyted;  the  bri^test 
visions  of  gain  have  disappeared;  and  the  wisest  and  most 
prudent  sciiemes,  uniting  public  improvement  with  individual 
interest,  have  perished  as  if  by  magic,  in  the  universal  revu!- 
sion  that  has  desolated  the  country.  This  btll  proposes  to  cast 
the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  the  past  conduct  of  the  debtor- 
over  his  acts  which  may  have  been  compelled,  or  the  prefer' 
ences  which  may  have  but  extorted,  in  his  vain  struggles  to  pro* 
long  his  existence  In  the  marts  of  trade.  All  that  it  demands 
from  the  debtor  who  seeks  its  benefits  is,  thM  he  should  honestly 
surrender  what  is  left,  however  small,  for  the  general  benefit  of 
his  creditors." 

Now,  continued  Mr.  B.,  here  was  (he  bill  which 
Mr.  Benton  said  originated  uith  his  party,  and 
looked  not  only  to  the  present,  but  the  past;  and 
which  Mr.  Wall  said  demanded  nothing  from  the 
liebtor  but  that  he  should  honestly  surrender  what 
was  left  of  his  rfifects,  however  small,  for  the  ben- 
eflt  of  his  creditors.  Mr.  Benton  said  that  it 
looked  not  only  to  tbe  present,  but  to  the  past— to 
small  sums,  as  well  as  large  ones— and  was  not 
confined  to  the  limit  of  #500,  like  the  bill  of 
Mr.  Clayton.  Now,  it  was  to  be  observed  that 
the  great  feature  of  tbe  present  law  which  had 
served  to  render  it  unpopular,  was  the  retrospective 
one;  and  he  had  just  shown  that  the  bill  whicli 
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wftvS  looked  upon  as  the  peculiar  bill  of  the  Demo-  | 
craiic  party,  was  also  retrospective  in  its  pro- 
TifiioDs. 

Another  objection  vshich  had  been  urged  to  this 
btll,  was,  that  it  not  only  embraced  merchants  and 
traders,  bat  other  classes  o(  the  community.  He 
wcnld  not  dwell  on  this  part  of  the  «abjecf,  but 
would  just  remark  that  both  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr. 
Wall  supported  a  bill  which  contained  the  same 
proWeions  in  this  respect. 

Qreat  objections  had  also  been  made  to  the  pres- 
eat  law,  because  1t  relieved  all  persons  indiscrimi- 
nately, no  matter  how  small  'heir  debts  might  be; 
and  it  was  made  a  matter  of  complaint,  that  men 
took  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  law  wbo*e  debts 
did  not  amount  to  (100.  That  was  a  popular  ar- 
gument, throughout  the  country. 

Now,  here  it  was  seen  that  Mr.  Benton  and  the 
party  who  acted  with  him  objected  to  Mr.  Clay- 
ton's bill,  that  it  was  partial  and  unjubt  in  its 
operations,  because  it  was  confined  to  debts  of  five 
hundred  dollars  and  upwards.  He  would  venture 
to  assert,  that  if  a  bankrupt  law  had  been 
passed  at  (he  extra  session,  excluding  small  debt- 
ors from  its  benefits,  there  wuuld  have  been  an 
outcry  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
It  would  have  been  said  that  it  was  a  bill  ibr 
the  benefit  of  large  traders  and  magnificent  specu- 
lators only;  that  it  was  aristocratic  in  its  pro- 
visions, and  not  made  for  the  really  poor  and  un« 
fortunate,  who  were  alone  deserving  of  relief. 

Another  objection  to  the  present  law  was,  that  it 
discharged  debtors  without  the  consent  of  a  ma- 
jority of  their  creditors.  Now,  this  bill,  which  was 
so  highly  eulogized  by  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Wall, 
contained  precisely  the  lame  provision.  Again: 
it  had  been  objected  to  the  present  law  that  it  al- 
lowed the  bankrupt  debtor  to  retain  too  much  of  his 
effects.  Mr.  B.  here  explained  the  provisions  in 
Mr.  WalPs  bill  on  this  subject,  contrasting  them 
with  the  present,  and,  as  he  said,  highly  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  latter. 

What  was  the  difiference  between  those  two 
laws?  The  bankrupt  bill  of  Mr.  Wall  included 
banks,  and  this  did  ootv  Had,  then,  the  unpopu- 
larity of  this  bill  arisen  throughout  (he  land,  be- 
cause it  did  not  inchide  bankb?  Certainly  not.  If 
it  were  so,  it  would  be  proper  to  amend  it  by  in- 
cluding banks,  or  (what  was  still  more  proper)  by 
passing*a  separafebili;  for  there  was  no  congruity  be< 
tween  the  two  subjects.  But  be  believed  that  this 
topic  was  used  rather  as  a  popular  hnbby,  than  with 
Ibe  design  that  it  should  be  adopted.  He  would 
Hot,  however,  dwell  on  the  subject.  His  imentiun 
had  been  merely  to  show  that  this  bill  originatrd 
with  the  self-styled  Democratic  party,  for  which  he 
had  the  express  endorsement  of  Mr.  Bentcn,  and 
that  it  contained  all  the  objectionable  features  of 
that  parsed  at  the  extra  session. 

But  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  and  the  reasons  given  for  its  repeal. 
Those  reasons  had  m\\  turn^  on  its  retrospective 
operations.  And  what  did  gentlemen  propo(«? 
To  let  all  its  reiroFpcctive  features  stand, and  to  repeal 
its  PCO^peetive  features,  which  every  gentleman 
Dn  that  fioor  professed  to  believe  was  right.  There 
wpre  two  ^iews  te  be  taken  of  the  operation  of 
that  bill:  the  first,  its  operation  as  beneficial  to  the 
debtors;  and,  secondly,  its  operation  as  afi^ecting 
crsditors.  lu  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  at  the  time 
of  its  passage,  he  expressed  bii  apprehension  that 
it  would  at  first  be  misapprehended  and  misun- 
derstood by  the  country;  but  that  if  it  could 
withstand  the  first  shock,  it  would  be  upheld  by 
the  people;  and  he  now  deemed  it  most  unwise 
and  impolitic  to  sweep  off  that  which  all  aitreed 
was  wive  and  constitutional.  Why  was  this?  Was 
it  because,  in  the  df.ire  for  political  effect,  a 
stprm  had  been  raised  againstxtne  part  of  the  law 
which  it  was  too  la'e  to  repeal,  that  that  storm  had 
been  turned  against  that  part  which  was  unobjec- 
tionable 7  It  was  admitted  that  this  law,  in  ns  pros- 
pective operation,  was  calculated  to  do  good  by 
preventini;  fiaudulent  conveyances  and  uJliAhon- 
est  preferences.  One  of  the  greatest  eviU  abroad 
itv  this  land,  was  tbc  liberty  of  (he  debtor  to  prefer 
one  creditor  to  another.  Not  that  honest  prefer- 
ence which  the  law  designed  ;  but  a  pre  fore  oce  in 
favor  of  a  member  of  the  debior^s  family— perhaps 


a  son,  a  bruthtr,  or  a  <ahcr.    Again  ;  this  law  was 
calculated  to  opeia^e  favorably  on  Jhe  morality  of 
the  country  in  another  poini  ol  view.    It  was  6aU 
cnlated  to  induce  the  debtor  (o  give  up  all  he  had, 
in  consideration  of  getting  a  discharge  from  all  his 
debts.    What  was  the  effect  now  ?    A  man  might 
be  in  failing   circumstances,    with   a  wife   and 
children   dependent  upon   his  exertions;    or,  by 
a    stroke   of    adverse    fortune,     nearly  every- 
thing  might   be  swept    away    from    him,  and 
from    thu^e     who    were    dependent    on    him; 
and,    ia   such    circumstances,   there  was  strong 
temptation  which  human  nature  culd  not  always 
withstand,  to  withhold  iomeihing  in  the  hands  of  a 
friend  for  his  wife  and  children.   It  was  wrong,  but 
he  confessed  there  was  strong  mitigation  in  con- 
sideration of  what  a  man  must  feel  who  bad  a 
wife  and  children  dependent  on  him.    In  these  two 
points  of  view,  then,  it  was  calculated  to   benefit 
the  morals  of  the  country,  by  cutting  off  prefer- 
ences, jLod  inducing  the  debtor  to  give  up  every* 
thing  he  had,  in  consideration  that  he  ihould  then 
have  the  rip  hi  to  go  free.    But  it  was  calculated, 
in  its  prospective  operation,  to  protect  a  large  class 
of  creditors  from  the  cunning  and  artifice  of  ihe 
few;  for  a  man  might  stand  by  and  see  a  debtor 
overtrading  un<il  (while  the  mass  of  the  creditors 
knew  nothing  of  what  was  goir.g  on)  a  deed  of  trust 
was  executed,  and  all  his  effects  were  swept  from 
the  mass  of  his  creditors  into  the  hands  of  one  who 
stood  by  and  saw  his  overtrading.  This  law,  how- 
ever, stepped  in,  and  said  yon  6hall  have  no  pri 
vate  and  confidential  relations  with  the  debtor,  if 
misfortune  overtakes  him,  but  all  creditors^  s^all 
share  alike.     Was    not    this,    then,   calculated 
to  protect  the  mass  of   the  creditors  from    un- 
lawful and  unhallowed  preferenfee^l    Would  they 
not  believe,  then,  if  this  feature  of  the  law  was 
understood,  that  the  people  would  feel  it  to  be 
their  interest  to  preserve  it?    And  did  they  not  also 
behove  that,  if  it  was  preserved,  it  would  cut 
off  a   mosi  fruitful  source   of  litigation,   with 
which  the  country  was  flooded?    Go  into  their 
courts  of  justice,  and  the  most  fruitful  source  of 
litigation  would  be  seen  to  be  in  i^uestions  of  pref- 
erence, deeds  of  trhst,  and  mortgages;  and  after 
exhausting  the  property,  it  perhaps  fell  into  the 
hands  of  that  creditor  who  was  the  least  of  all 
entitled  to  it.    It  not  only  did  this,  but  it  produced 
a  most  fruiifhl  crop  of  perjurie<;  and  if  they  desired 
to  cut  off  the  inducement  to  that  class  of  crimes^ 
it  must  be  by  the  adherence  to  a  simple  and  equi- 
table proceeding  in   the  divi&ion  of  property,  and 
the  cutting  off  that  source  of  litigation  which,  in 
its  operation,  caused  a  thousand  frauds  where  but 
one  would  exist  under  this  law. 

But  a  most  prominent  benefit  from  this  law  was 
still  to  be  mentioned.  It  was  the  restraining  of 
excessive  credits.  His  doctrine  of  credits  was 
thi.^:  there  was  no  legitimate  credit,  except  that 
which  rested  on  the  ability  of  a  man  to  pay  all  his 
debts.  A  man  who  gave  credit  in  the  hope  of  a* 
preference,  gave  a  false  and  an  illusive  credit; 
whereas  a  legitimate  credit  was  that  based  on  the 
ability  of  the  debtor  to  pay  all  his  debts.  These 
were  no  visionary  theories.  This  was  the 
law  in  England,  where  insolveneies,  as  illus- 
trated by  a  statement  of  Judge  Story,  were 
as  one  in  seventeen  compared  with  the  same 
number  of  credits  here;  for  there  every  crecUicr 
was  bound  to  watch  over  the  solvency  of  his  debt- 
or, while  here  he  was  bound  but  to  watch  over  the 
ability  to  pay  his  own  debts-  Now  this  country 
wanted  the  pa«i5age  and  sustaining  of  a  law  which 
would  connect  itself  with  the  permanent  advance- 
ment of  its  great  commercial  interests.  But  mort- 
gages and  deeds  of  trust  were  the  pillars  on  which 
faljc  credit  rested:  sweep  them  away,  and  false 
credit  would  fall  He  believed  there  should  be  no 
preferraces.  When  a  man  endorsed  for  another, 
he  thould  endorse  that  he  was  good  for  all  his 
deb's,  and  that  endorser  should  not  be  entitled  to  a 
preference.  .  And  would  not  this  restrain  credit? 
'  Tf  they  destroyed  the  system  by  which  these  prefer- 
ences were  given,  they  would  restrain  the  ability  of 
the  individual  to  run  into  debt.  And  he  thought,  if 
these  checks)  had  been  thrown  over  the  law  some 
yearx  ago,  there  would  have  been  many  saved 
from  total  ruin  and  destruction  by  endorsing  the 


paper  of  others.  These,  then,  were  some  of  the 
advantages  of  this  Jaw;  and  it  had  been  hia  objeet 
Aot  to  argue  this  question  in  any  party  poiat  of 
view,  further  than  to  show  that  both  parties  had  beea 
in  favor  of  it,  from  the  fathers  of  the  Constitmioo, 
descending  by  the  line  of  great  men  who  have 
succeeded  them. 

Mr.  WBLLERsaid  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tenneseee  [Mr.  Baowv]  was,  1^  the 
rules  of  the  House,  in  order,  but  by  the  practice  of 
the  House  it  was  out  c  f  order;  for  he  had  coofiaed 
ikimself  to  the  question  upon  which  they  should  be 
called  npon  to  vote,  and  it  was  but  the  seconder 
third  speech  which  they  had  had  on  that  question. 

He  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  was  opposed  to 
the  enactment  of  the  present  bankrupt  JaW^ 
because  he  deemed  it  to  be  a  violation  of  the  Cob- 
stitution,  which  he  had  sworn  to  support.  He  did 
not  find  in  that  instrument  any  power  given  to 
Congress  to  enact  laws  giving  to  individuals  the 
power  to  violate  their  contracts.  He  held  that 
Congress  could  exercise  no  powers  but  those  n- 
pressly  delegated.  If  ihe  power  to  pass  a  gentiai 
bankrupt  law  could  be  exercised  without  making 
the  law  retrospective,  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  vote  for  such  a  measure. 

The  present  bankrupt  law  was  passed  at  (he 
exti-a  sessioh^  under  peculiar  circumstances.  On 
one  day,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table  bf  a  majority  of 
eleven  votes.  The  next  day  the  motion  was  re- 
con  »idered — the  majority  having  determined,  when 
the  wine  flowed  freelv  the  night  before,  to  cbanise 
their  determination.  It  was  found  necessary  to  the 
passage  of  another  bill— the  land  dlstribntioa  bill- 
that  this  bankrupt  measure  shodld  be  canied 
through.  The  whole  legislation  of  the  extra  sf«* 
sion  was  accomplished  by  contract.  Now  that  the 
land  bill  had  been  practically  repealed,  those  who 
voted  for  the  bankrupt  law,  in  order  to  seenre  lis 
passage,  were  calling  for  a  repeal  of  that  measnre 
likewise.  The  cry  for  the  repeal  cf  the  bankrupt  lav 
was  general,  and  he  presumed  no  one  would  have 
the  independence  to  stand  up  on  that  floor  and  say 
that  the  popular  toice  was  not  in  favor  of  an  eaihr 
repeal.  Indeed,  it  had  been  pretty  generally  td- 
mitted  by  all  who  spoke,  that  public  sentiment  vras 
against  the  lattr.  Let  Congress,  then,  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wishes  of  the  people.  The  ad* 
vecates  of  the  law  seemed  to  concede  its  unpopii- 
larity;  yet  they  contended  thai  the  people  were  ig- 
norant, and  did  net  understand  the  principles 
of  the  law  1  He  had  often  observed  how  common 
a  practice  it  was,  with  politicians  of  a  certain  s*amp, 
to  pronounce  public  opinion,  when  against  tbeisi 
as  erroneous  and  iil-founded.  These  same  pollti*' 
cians  contended  that  the  policy  of  a  bankrapt  bill 
was  before  the  people  in  1840,  and  that  they  then 
decided  in  its  favor.  He  (Mr.  W.)  denied  the  as- 
sertion.  The  people  were  net  called  upon,  in  1840, 
to  decide  upon  any  such  measure  as  a  bankrtipt 
law.  That  was  passed  by  the  Whigs  at  the  extra 
session,  and  went  forth  to  the  people.  With  ample 
opportunities  to  discover  its  operation— after  ibe 
law  had  been  largely  di.«cussed  oo  the  stump  and 
by  the  press — their  verdict  was  rendered  against  it, 
unequivocally  and  deciiledly.  Why  not  carry  ont 
that  judgment?  Because,  argued  gentlemen,  toe 
people  are  ignorant;  because  they  do  not  under- 
stand their  own  interest?;  and  because,  after  one 
yearns  operation,  they  cannot  understand  ihechu- 
ac^er  of  the  law  which  has  been  enacted  1 

He  then  went  on  to  argue  that  a  properly  di- 
gested bankrupt  law,  prospective  in  its  character, 
and  including  corporations  within  its  provisions, 
would  be  bensficial.  He  admitted  that  the  repesi 
of  the  present  law  would  be  attended  wiih  sone 
hardships;  that  the  declaration  of  some  ro""^^."^ 
bankrupt  necessarily  brought  on  others;  and  that 
the  continuance  of  the  law  might  be  prodoctivs  ot 
some  advantages;  yet,  believing  the  meaanw  to 
be  uneonetiiutional,  he  was  bound  to  vote  for  ib 
repeal.  It  was  a  paramount  duty  which  he  owea 
to  the  Constitution  he  had  sworn  to  support  '° 
seize  the  first  opportunity  to  wipe  it  ^f*^*".^?* 
statute-book.  He  held  that  thi^  course  should  w 
adopted  by  all  who  were  convinced  of  the  uncoo- 
stttotionality  of  Ihe  measure,  no  matter  how  weii 
they  might  be  convinced  of  its  advantages. 

Inasmuch  as  party  politics  had  been  dragged  tn- 
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to  ilMsdifiMieHOiK  be  sbottld  follow  the  «ztt»p]eof 
his  "iUasirioua  predecessors."  He  was  aware  ibat 
the  present  Executive  bad  extraordioarj  di£Bcaliies 
to  encoanter.  He  came  Id  on  ihe  popalar  wa\re 
which  swept  over  so  maoy  Stales,  and  defeated  ihe 
Demoeratic  party.  Ii  was  oor,  then,  lo  be  expect- 
ed that.he  would  be  looked  od  wiih  kind  feelings 
by  that  party.  Indeed,  it  was  nainral  that  they 
should  distrust  hin  who  had  such  an  agency^m 
bringing  abont  their  defeat.  '  Yet  they  resolved, 
whilst  in  a  minority,  to  adopt  a  respectful  course  of 
conduct  towards  him  and  their  Whig  opponents. 
What  was  the  course  of  ihe  Whig  majority  towards 
them?  Was  it  characterized  by  nugaanimity,  by 
chivalry,  by  courtesy?  No.  The  Democratic 
party  were  constantly  told  that  they  were  defeated; 
and  were  compared  to  convicted  criminals,  only 
awaiting  the  executioner  to  swing  them  (ff  The 
triumph  of  the  Whig  party  in  tweniy  Slates  was  a 
constant  theme  ol  ezoHation^  Never  was  such  a 
victory  before  obtained.  He  would  not  stop  to  in- 
quire into  the  means  by  which  it  was  brought 
abont;  suffice  it  to  say,  tbey  were  such  as  the  party 
should,  in  their  sober  senses,  be  ashamed  of,  and 
such  as  he  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  his  country, 
would  never  be  resorted  to  egain. 

But  (continued  Mr.  W.)  you  were  in  power. 
Your  chieftaincy  Our  favorite  Western  statesman-* 
was  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  shaping  the 
legislation  of  the  country  to  suit  himself.  He 
thought  the  diflScuUiea  which  had  long  encompass- 
ed his  way  were  all  removed,  and  the  road  to  the 
Presideney  short  and  ea<<y.  He  already  imagined 
himself  in  the  chair,  dispensing  favors  and  shower- 
ng  patronage  with  a  lordly  air.  But  he  is  fallen! 
;  alien,  like  Lucifer,  to  rise  no  more!  Blasted  by 
the  withering  indignation  of  ati  insulted  people,  he 
nands  a  melancholy  monument  of  ill-directed  am- 
bition. I  might,  sir,  quote  the  language  which 
Sbakspeare  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  Wolsey;  but 
I  will  not.  I  will  spare  his  friends  the  mortifying 
thought  of  having  his  picture  before  (hem.  [Cries 
of  <'QAote  it"--'*Oh  ye^!  let's  bear"-**'Let'8  see 
if  be^  enough  poet  for  that'^  Then  I  witl  quote 
itie  memorable,  and,  in  this  instanee,  appropriate 
passage: 

*niiii  ta  the  slate  of  man;  tO'day  he  puts  fortli 
The  lender  leaves  of  hope,  to- morrow  bloesoma, 
And  t)ear»  his  blushing  hooora  thick  upon  him: 
The  third  day  eoraes  a  fr(^t,  a  kiliiDg  frost; 
And  when  he  thinks— good  easy  man— foil  surely 
His  grsatneas  is  a  ripening,  nips  his  root, 
And  then  he  falls  as  I  do." 

Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  has  been  a  frost,  a  kill- 
ing firost,  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
Blaine,  Maryland,  and  elsewhere.  The  victorious 
banner  which  waved  so  triumphantly  in  1840,  i$ 
now  prostrate,  and  trailing  in  the  dust ! 

But,  he  (Mr.  W.).  was  not  disposed  to  exult 
over  a  prostrate  foe,  except  on  account  of  the  tri- 
nmph  of  principle.  He  would  not  wound  the 
feelings  of  the  great  fallen  statesman,  by  descanting 
on  bis  mekncboly  fate.  If  their  affection  for  him 
was  to  be  measured  by  the  chastisement  they  had 
received  on  his  account,  it  was  certainly  very  great. 
Bat  it  was  said  that  some  men  were  hardened  by 
adversity.  If  such  were  not  the  fact,  he  should 
sui^M^e  the  recent  elections  would  have  materially 
SoAened  down  the  Whig  parly.  They  seemed  U) 
he  going  on  as  before-^persisting  in  their  for- 
mer course  of  conduct,  whilst  the  people  laughed  at 
their  calamities.  Tbey  would,  he  thought,  )et 
And  th^t  tbey  have  been  kicking  against  the  pricks. 

Asio  the  eiira  session,  the  Democrats  were  in  a 
minority,  and  too  weak  to  resist  the  onward  march 
of  constitutional  encroaehment  by  the  Whig  party. 
The  Executive  wa^,  however,  found  to  possess 
sofElcient  devotion  to  the  Constitution  to  save  it 
from  aggression.  He  vetoed  the  bank;  and,  in  so 
doing,  defeated  a  measure  fraught  with  danger  to 
the  Mberties  of  the  people.  Was  it  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  the  Democratic  party  applauded  him  for 
the  act}  Did  gentlemen  of  the  Whig  party  ex- 
pect the  Demoeratic  members  to  apply  fish-market 
epithets  to  bimi 

He  repeated,  the  President  came  into  power  sur« 
rounded  by  peculiar  circumstances,  requiring  great 
firmness  and  great  moral  nerve.  Both  parties  re- 
fused to  support  him.  The  Whigs  would  not,  be- 
caose  he  rdised  to  obey  the  mandate  of  their  Cap- 


tain General.    The  Democrats  supported  many  of 
bis  measures,  whilst  they  denounced  others.  More 
over,  they  t^aw  him  surrounded,  then  as  now,  by 
men  in  whom  they  never  had,  and  never  can  have 
confidence. 

The  President  was  denounced  as  a  traitor.  Why? 
Because  he  refused  to  sign  the  bank  bill.  What 
light  had  they  to  expect,  John  Tyler  to  sign  the 
hank  bUl,  when  his  former  votes  had  been  against 
such  a  measure;  and  when,  at  the  extra  session,  he 
declared  that  it  had  been  condemned  by  the  people? 
Why,  then,  denounce  him?  To  what  was  he  a 
traitor?  To  the  Constitution?  No;  but  to  the 
^^universal  Whig  party '*-.*the  same  wbiob,in  1840) 
denounced  Mr.  Van  Boren  as  the  President  of  a 
party,  and  declared  that  they  wanted  a  man  who 
won  Id  soar  above  party !  Yes,  the  same  party,  in 
1840,  protested  that  ihey  did  not  ask  fori>atronage; 
that  they  were  not  actuated  by  a  love  of  the  spoils 
and  of  office,  but  by  a  sincere  devotion  to  their 
country !  How  changed  the  scene  in  one  short 
year  I  John  Tyler  refuses  to  be  a  mere  party  Presi* 
dent— refuses  to  permit  Whig  caucuses  to  dictate 
to  him — refuses  to  allow  others  to  construe  the 
Constitution  he  bad  sworn  to  support.  This  was 
the  head  and  front  of  his  offending.  This  was  the 
reason  of  his  denunciation  by  the  same  men  whe 
were,  in  1840,  so  eloquent  in  denunciation  of  party 
Presidents.  He  (Mr.  W.)  believed  that  John  Ty- 
ler had  been  governed  by  exalted  patriotism.  He 
did  not  doubt  that  the  measures  recommended  by 
him  were  conscientiously  believed  to  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  country.  When  the  exci'ement  of 
the  Wm^s  had  subsid  d,  and  partisaiu  should  have 
turned  to  other  objects,  his  integrity  would  be  ques- 
tioned by  none. 

He  trusted  that  he  should  not  be  charged  with 
making  war  upon  ibis  Administration,  whenever 
he  should  feel  compelled  to  vote  again^^t  any  6f  its 
measures.  He  could  not  permit  his  personal  asso* 
ciaiions  to  influence  his  political  principles.  He 
was  wedded  to  his  political  principlec;;  yet  he  be- 
lieved  that  this  Government  belonged  to  all;  and 
that,  being  but  joint  lenants,  we  were  bound  not  to 
stop  the  wheels  of  Government  because  a  man  not 
altogether  after  oar  own  heart  wa.<i  at  the  helm. 
He  h«ld  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Democratic  party 
to  support  the  measures  of  this  Administration,  so 
far  as  tbey  did  not  conflict  with  the  opinions  which 
t*hey  advocated  and  with  the  Democratic  creed  of 
Jefferson  and  Jackron;  to  support  them,  in  short, 
whenever  they  were  not  made  up  of  the  old  leaven 
of  Federalism.  Had  he  undrn^tood  the  gentleman 
/rem  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Coshing]  as  coming  here 
to  offer  the  patronage  of  the  Administration  to  such 
party  as  should  support  i^s  measures,  he  should 
have  told  him  that  the  President  did  not  poss^^s 
patronage  enough,  all  told,  to  buy  even  his  humble 
self,  and  still  less  a  majority  of  the  Democratic 
members.  The  people  were  made  of  sterner  stuff 
than  that.  They  could  not  be  bought,  or  sold,  or 
transferred  to  any  party  for  a  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  the  Executive,  if  sustain- 
ed at  all,  must  be  sustained  upon  principle;  and  to 
be  sustained  upon  principle,  he  must  take  caie  to 
make  his  principle  conform  to  those  which  are 
supported  by  the  Democratic  party.  It  was  idle 
to  talk  about  organizing  a  party  on  Bxecntive 
patronage  alone;  those  who  were  governed  by  no 
principle,  who  were  alone  actuated  by  desire  for 
ofiice,  would  fawn  on  the  Executive  in  the  hour  of 
his  prosperity,  bnt  in  the  day  of  his  adversity  they 
would  abandon  him.  So  far  as  he  (Mr.  W.) 
was  cbncerned,  if  any  wished  to  know  where  he 
was  to  be  found,  he  would  »ay  that  in  a  few 
months  he  expected  lo  retire  to  the  shades  of 
private  life;  but  either  in  a  public  or  private  sta- 
tion,  he  would  always  be  found  adhering  lo  the 
Democratic  party.  He  expected  that  there  would 
be  a  national  convention  for  the  purpose  of  recon* 
ciling  the  differences  in  that  party  in  regard  to  men; 
and  when  that  convention  spoke,  he  would  be 
found  contending  for  their  nomination  with  all  the 
energy,  all  the  ^eal,  and  all  the  ability  he  pes- 
ses'-rd. 

Mr.  FERRIS  said  ibat  he  had  so  fully  oxprfp^rd 
hV  vif.w.s  in  relatiofi  lo  the  bankropi  la\v,  when  it 
was  under  consideration,  before  its  passage,  that 
he  had  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  ob« 


servation  in  relati'^n  to  the  bill  for  its  repeal)  that 
he  came  (o  the  Hou!«  with  Ihe  expectation  of 
hearing  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Marshall  ]  and  regretted  the  cau^e  which 
prevented  him  from  laying  bis  views  on  this  im« 
portent  subject  before  the  House;  that  he  (Mr. 
F.)  felt  it  his  duty  to  reply  to  some  of  the  obeerva* 
tioBs  he  had  heard  against  the  repeal  of  the  bill, 
and,  in  doing  so,  he  should  but  briefly  advert  to 
some  prominent  objections  against  the  bill  itself. 
The  bankrupt  bill  (said  Mr.  F.)  was  passed  at  the 
time  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  extraordinary 
excitement  arising  from  revulsions  in  commerce, 
embarrassments  in  trade,  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  the  desolation  and  ruin  spread  over 
the  land  from  the  extravagant  speculations  and 
wild  projects  engendered  by  ihe  inflation  of  the 
paper  system.  It  parsed  in  its  present  uncoo- 
Uitutional  and  objectiooable  form,  in  which  ihe 
rights  of  creditors  were  totally  disregarded,  and  the 
obligatictn  of  contracts  Violated,  by  the  most  power- 
ful and  e'oquent  appeal  to  the  passions,  by  which 
reason  was  dethroned,  and  sympathy  substituted 
for  judgment.  The  prominent  constituiional  ob- 
jections then  urged  against  the  bankrupt  law, 
were,  that  it  was  not  such  a  bankrupt  law  as 
was  authorized  by  the  Cc)n?;tittttion,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  retrospective  in  its  operation,  and  violated  ex- 
iaiog  contracts;  that  tbi«  part  of  the  law  came  with- 
in the  spirit,  if  not  within  the  express  leuer,  of  the 
prohibition  against  the  passage  of  carposl/acto  lawf; 
that  it  was  voluntary,  and  the  proceedings  might 
be  commenced  by  thedebtor,  without  the  actual  as- 
sent or  concurrence  of  the  creditors,  or  any  part  of 
them;  and  that  it  extended  to  all  persons,  instead 
of  beiog  confined  in  its  operation  to  traders.  It 
was  aUo  urged  that  the  law  was  inexpedient;  that 
it  held  out  temptations  for  fraud  and  perjury;  de- 
stroyed confidence  between  man  and  man;  and 
that,  while  it  held  out  relief  to  the  unfortunate, 
imprudent,  or  profligate;  it  carried  desolation  to 
the  homes  of  the  industrious,  prudent,  economical, 
and  substantial  part  of  the  community.  In  vain 
it  was  urged  that  it  would  be  better  to  allow  the 
unfortunate  to  resort  to  the  State  insolvent  laws, 
and  to  a  compromise  with  creditors.— which  is  sel- 
dom refused  to  men  who  make  a  fair  expr  se  of 
theij  affairs — than  to  afford  them  relief,  by  inflict- 
ing^on  the  community  evils  of  such  magnitude  and 
danger  as  would  result  from  an  unconstitutional 
and  badly  organized  bankrupt  law;  that  it  was  bet- 
ter even  that  individuals  should  suffer  the  conse- 
quence of  their  own  extravagance,  folly,  or  impru- 
dence, than  that  the  Constituiion  should  be  tram- 
pled upon,  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens  violated, 
to  accomplish  the  relief  which  the  bankrupt  law 
was  intended  to  aiTord.  The  bankrupt  law  was 
passed;  and  experience  has  shown  the  evils  result- 
ing from  it:  and,  so  far  as  I  can  form  an  opinion, 
the  people  call  for  itii  repeal.  It  haS  been  said  that 
a  bankrupt  law  was  absolutely  essential  to  the  pros- 
perity of  a  commercial  country.  This  is  not  warrant- 
ed by  the  past  experience  of  our  own  country.  For  a 
period  of  near  forty  jears  between  the  repeal  of 
the  first  and  the  panvige  of  the  second  bankrupt 
law,  this  country  had  enjoyed  an  unexampled  state 
of  p''(:periiy.  Her  commerce  whitened  every 
sea,  and  the  enterprise  of  her  citizens  penetrated 
the  most  remote  climes.  No  nation  of  the  same 
population  had,  during  that  time,  advanced  lo 
prosperity  and  greatness  wiih  more  rapid  strides,  or 
whose  commercial  transac'ions  were  more  exten- 
sive or  various:  }et  all  this  was  accomplished 
without  a  bankrupt  law;  and  the  unfortunate 
found  relief  in  a  compromise  with  creditors,  or 
the  State  insolvent  laws.     .' 

It  has  been  observed  by  «tbe  gentleman  from 
Ma  s-^achusetts,  [Mr.  Saltonstall,]  that  a  bank- 
rupt Jaw  was  more  necessary,  and  belter  adapted 
to  a  country  like  ours— con-^isting  of  many  sove- 
reign Slates,  with  one  federal  head— -than  in  a 
'  kingdom  under  one  Government.  With  defer- 
ence to  that  honorable  gentleman,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  a  bankrupt  law  is  better  adapted  to  the  condi- 
tion of  a  people  under  an  integral  Government, 
like  ihat  of  Great  Britain,  than  io  a  Government 
like  the  Uoited  Stages,  c  f  a  limited  character,  hav- 
ing, in  its  legislation  on  this  subject,  to  interfere 
with  and  crush  the  legislation  of  the  States  in  rela- 
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tion  to  insolyeocy  and  contracts.  That  in  one  case 
the  law  was  universal  and  absolute;  and  in  ihe 
other,  it  gave  rise  to  innumerable  questions,  aris- 
ing fiom  the  conflicting  legislation  and  judicial 
collision  between  the  Federal  Legiailatiire  and  courts, 
and  the  Legislatures  and  tnbunals  of  the  several 
States. 

We  have  had,  since  the  organization  of  the  Got- 
ernment,  m^o  bankrupt  laws :  the  first  bank- 
rupt law,  passed  ^oon  after  the  formation  of  the 
GoTemment,  was  a  regular  consiiiutional  English 
bankrupt  law,  and  was  confined  in  its  operation 
to  traders.  It  was  severe  in  its  provisions, 
and  coercive  in  its  character.  It  was  made 
in  conformity  with  the  Constitution,  and  in 
the  spirit  and  policy  of  a  bankrupt  law  which 
in  its  origin  and  formation  was  intended  to 
afford  to  creditors  a  means  of  relief  against 
fraudulent  or  defaulting  debtors,  by  coercing  the 
debtor,  in  the  commission  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy, 
to  deliver  up  all  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors ;  and  in  its  improved  organizition,  it  ex- 
tended relief  to  unfortunate  traders,  as  such  per- 
sons were  liable,  from  contiogeaeies  against  which 
human  prndence'could  not  guard,  to  sudden  losses 
and  misfortunes.  Bat  it  never  was  intended  by 
the  bankrupt  law  to  extend  to  all  persons  relief 
from  the  effects  of  their  own  voluntary  impru- 
dence or  extravagance,  to  encourage  the  contracting 
of  debts  and  obligations,  without  the  n>eans  of 
payment  or  performing  them.  This  first  bankrupt 
law  was  severe  and  searching  in  its  provisions,  and 
wik  calculated  to  secure  credlters,  and  reach  ihe 
fraudulent,  nevertheless.  It  became  unpopalar; 
and,  although  it  was  limited  in  its  duration  to  five 
years,  it  was  repealed  in  less  than  three  years, 
in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  people, 
loudly   exptessed    in   all    parts  of  the  country. 

We  have  recently  had  the  experience  of  a  bank 
rupt  law  of  a  different  description — a  law  which 
was  so  framed,  that  the  debtor  coold,  on  his  own  ap- 
plication, be  discharged  from  his  liabilities  without 
the  assent  of  his  creditors,  and  in  absolute  violation 
of  their  rights,  and  bis  own  contract,  solemnly  and 
voluntarily  entered  into;  and  notwithsundicp:  its 
advent  was  hailed  with  so  much  enthusiasm,  it  has 
inflicted  injuries  on  the  country  incomparably 
greater  than  any  benefits  it  has  conferred;  and 
now,  in  the  short  space  of  one  year,  its  repeal  is 
loudly  called  for  from  all  parts  of  our  widely-ex- 
tended country.  Thus  beth  experiment's  have 
failed;  and  it  must  be  manifest  that  the  difficulties 
of  making  a  bankrupt  law  which  is  calculated  to 
prevent  fraud,  while  it  relieves  from  oppression, 
are  almost  insurmountable.  In  England,  from  the 
firstformaiion  of  a  bankrupt  law,  under  Henry  VIII., 
to  the  present  time,  there  have  been  constant  and  re- 
peated efforts  to  improve  the  bankrupt  law.  There 
appears  to  have  bren  a  conflict  between  the  Legisla- 
ture and  those  disposed  to  commit  frauds  un- 
der the  law — the  one  parsing  provis'oos  against 
ptactices  of  a  fraudulent  character;  and  the 
other  seeking  to  elude  them.  The  bankrupt 
law  was  revised  in  the  reign  of  George  IV;  im- 
proved in  the  reign  of  William  lY;  and  Cluecn 
Victoria  has  issued  a  commission  to  inqnire  into 
the  measures  necessary  to  improve  Ihe  bankrupt 
law.  So  nroductive  of  fraud  and  iniquity  have 
been  the  English  bankrupt  laws,  that  some  of  her 
be»t  statesmen  and  jurists — and  among  the  rest, 
Lord  Eldon — have  lamented  ihcir  existence.  And 
here  let  me  observe,  that  one  great  objection  to 
the  retention  of  the  involuntary  portion  of  the 
bankrupt  law  is,  that  persons  disposed  to  act 
fraudulently,  after  anaoging  their  affairs  to  suit 
their  purposes,  obtain  some  friend  to  commence 
proceedings  against  them — apparently  hostile,  but 
in  reality  to  aid  the  bankrupt  fraudnlently  to  ob- 
tain a  re*ea»e  from  his  creditors;  and  the  check  to 
this  fraud  in  the  English  law,  which  dees  not 
exist  in  the  law  (and  which  it  is  not  probable  will 
be  incorporated  into  its  providnns)  now  under 
consideration,  is  a  provision  requiring  a  large  part 
of  the  creditors— 1  tjelieve  four  fifths  of  all  the 
creditors  of  the  bankrupt— to  assent  in  writing  to 
bis  discharge. 

*An  objection  has  been  urged  in  this  debate 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bill,  of  an  extraordinary 
9hancter.    It  is  said  that  the  bill  hu  discharged 


many  persons  from  their  debts,  and  that,  by  so  do- 
ing, it  has  swept  away  the  assets  of  solvent  debt- 
ors, and  placed  them  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy; 
and  it  is  urged  that  the  law  should  be  continued 
for  their  relief.  It  may  be  recollected  that  this 
was  one  of  the  fatal  resulta  which  was  predicted 
from  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  then  said,  yon 
propose  relief  by  releasing  one  part  of  the  commu- 
nity from  their  debts  and  obligations,  and  by  de- 
priving another  portion  of  the  community  of  their 
rights  and  property;  you  propose  to  relieve  the  in- 
solvents, bj  bankrupting  their  creditors— to  benefit 
one  pan  6t  society  by  ruining  the  other  parr;  and 
here  is  an  argument  based  upon  the  assertion  that 
all  these  results  have  been  fully  verified.  If  this 
argument  prevails,  the  bankrupt  law  must  he  per- 
petual, because  it  will  be  continually  producing  the 
same  effects;  and  if  it  has  made  bankrupts  by  its 
past  operation,  what  will  prevent  the  like  causes 
from  producing  like  effects  by  its  fninre  operationi 
Is  it  not  better  to  check  the  evil  by  immediately  re- 
pealing this  bill,  thereby  restoring  confidence  be- 
tween man  and  man,  and  proclaiming  to  the  com- 
munity that  those  who  contract  obligations  must 
perform  them,  and  that  those  who  confide  their 
property  on  the  faith  of  contracts  shall  have  the 
legal  means  of  enforcing  them? 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Brown]  has  urged  an  argument  for  the  continu- 
ance of  th*  law  still  more  untenable:  he  has  de- 
scribed to  us  a  bankrupt  law  introduced  by  Mr. 
Wall  into  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales;  and 
pointed  out  all  its  defects;  and  clearly  shown,  by 
his  description  of  Mr.  Wall^  law — which  I  have 
not  seen— that  it  was  as  objectionable  as  the 
law  now  under  discnsdon.  He  has  conjured 
up  a  phantom,  and  fairly  battled  It  down. 
What  does  all  this  prove?  Why,  simply  that 
Mr.  Wall's  law  was  a  very  unconstitutional  and 
inexpedient  law.  Can  it  be  justly  pretended  that 
any  person  is  responsible  for  Mr.  WalPs  law,  ex- 
cept himself  and  tho^e  who  advocated  it?  Sorely 
the  members  of  this  House  who  opposed  the  pres- 
ent bankrupt  law,  are  not  responsible  for  Mr. 
WalPs  law;  and  the  fair  presumption  is,  they 
wonld  have  opposed  it  for  the  same  leasons  they 
have  opposed  the  .present  law.  Nor  does  the 
badness  of  that  law  form  any  apology  or  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  existing  law,  which  has 
worked,  and  is  daily  working,  great  evils  in  the 
community;  and  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  one 
of  the  great  barriers  to  the  return  of  active  busi- 
ness trade  and  commerce,  is  the  existence  of  this 
law,  which  destroys  confidence  between  man 
and  man,  and  obstruct  that  faith  and  reliance 
OB  the  performance  of  engagements  which  con- 
stitute the  life  and  impulse  to  active  business. 
With  these  views,  I  am  an  advocate  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law;  and  for  the  reasons  before  mentioned, 
and  considering  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  by  going  into  a  more  ex- 
tended view  of  *he  subject. 

Mr.  BOWNB  then  obtained  the  floor;  bnt  yield- 
ed it  for  a  mofioa  to  adjourn  to-.- 

Mr.  ANDREWS  ef  Kentucky,  on  whose  mc- 
tion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
WcoMESDAT,  January  4, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  /em.  laid  before  tbe 
Senate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  IJnited 
States,  transmiiting  copies  of  a  correspondence 
which  has  recently  taken  place  between  certain 
agents  of  the  Government  of  the  Haiwaian  rr 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  Secretary  of  State; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  wa.<;  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  en 
Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  addi. 
tional  information,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate,  as  to  the  operations  of  the 
bankrupt  act;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  had  been  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  a  petition  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankropi 
law}  which  law,  the  petitioaert  tay,  is  both  eonsii- 


tutional  and  expedient.  Mr.  0.  said  he  chearfnlljr 
complied  with -the  request  to  present  the  petideoi 
but,  notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  the  peti« 
tioocrs  as  to  its  expediency  and  con8titotiottatity,be 
bad  not  changed  bis  opinion  that  the  law  waa  both 
inexpedient  and  unconstitutional;  and  he  would 
therefore  vote  for  its  repeal. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  on  tbe  snb« 
ject  of  the  fine  imposed  on  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper, 
decea«:ed,  by  the  couris  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
year  1800,  under  the  alien  and  sedition  law,  for  an 
alleged  libel  on  John  Adams,  then  President  of  the 
United  States;  and  urging  that  it  ought  to  be  refund- 
ed by  Coogres')^  to  his  heirs,  inasmuch  as  the  lav 
under  which  it  was  imposed  was  generally  adoiil- 
ted  to  be  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  other  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  expressing  the 
opinion  of  that  body  that  the  fine  imposed  dnriag 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  by  Judge  Hall,  on 
General  Jackson,  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  judi- 
cial authority,  wac  tyrannical  and  unjust,  and  pvt 
an  unmerited  stain  on  the  reputation  of  that  dii- 
tingui*>hed  citizen;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  refunded 
with  full  leg^l  interest,  not  merely  as  a  pecnniwf 
indemnity,  bnt  as  a  reparation  justly  due  by  the 
whole  country  for  his  eminent  services,  his  womd- 
ed  character  and  feelings- 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  five  memorials" from 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com* 
Bbiitee. 

Mr.  TALLMADGB  presented  memorials  from 
the  city  of  New  Yoik,  and  Brie  county.  New  York* 
remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
act. 

Mr.  T.  took  occasion  to  express  the  hope,  as  th» 
subject  was  before  the  Judiciary  Committee,  that 
they  would,  instead  of  recommending  a  repeal  of 
the  law,  propose  such  amendments  as  wonld  re* 
move  all  objections  as  to  its  alleged  unconstitution- 
ality and  inexpediency.    ^ 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  frooi  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  engaged  is 
the  pilotage  of  vessels  to  and  from  the  Delaware 
bay  and  river,  asking  Congress  to  make  an  appro- 
priation to  repair  the  pier  on  Reedy  island,  for  the 
protection  of  commerce:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  tbe 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  a9kina  Congrem 
to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  Gen.  Jaokson  by 
Judge  Hall. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  a  cumber  of 
underwriters  of  Philadelphia,  signed  by 'the  presi* 
dents  of  all  the  insurance  companies,  asking  Con* 
gross  to  make  an  appropriation  to  clear  ont  the 
snags  and  other  obstmctions  in  the  Ohio  and  Mia- 
stssippi  rivers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Oonumt« 
tee  on  Commeree. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  from  eitixeos 
of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  represeniiag  that  they 
are  strongly  interested  in  the  commerce  on  tbeMla* 
sis^ippi  and  Missouri  rivers,  and  recommending  the 
passage  of  a  law  appropriating  money  to  remove 
obstructions  from  those  rivers:  referred  to  the  Com« 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of  the 
States  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  prayhif  for 
the  establishment  of  a. mail  route  from  Dickers* 
town,  via  Mount  Salem,  New  Jersey,  to  Minlsink, 
New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Post  Ofllce  and  Post  Roads. 

Messrs.  MILLER  and  DAYTON  presented 
memorials  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  lai^ 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndi^ 
ciary. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  Richard 
Pollard,  iale  cbarg€  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
at  Chili,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  certain  losses 
sustained  in  con8equenc^s  of  the  omission  of  the 
United  Slates  to  give  him  a  letter  of  credit  on  Lon* 
don,  in  payment  ef  his  salary,  dkc.:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  dti« 
sens  of  Delaware,  praying  that  a  regulation  of  thf 
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^o8t  Office  Department,  preveDtiog  the  truDflmis- 
ion  of  newspapers  and  docoments  on  the  mail 
Dates,  unless  in  tlie  mail,  may  be  repealed:  refer- 
ed  to  the' Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po8t 
loads. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  like  memorial  from 
Lichard  Sands  and  other^v,  of  the  city  of  Annapolis; 
rhich  was  referred  lo  the  same  commitiee. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Finance, 
eponed  back  to  the  Senate,  without  amendment, 
nd  with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the 
allowing  bills  from  the  House: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  Thomas 
Vinslow; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Burr  db  Smith; 

The  bill  for  ^e  relief  of  Ferdinand  Libert;  and 

The  joint  reaolntion  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
le  Treasury  to  settle,  on  certain  terms,  the  liabili- 
es  of  the  sureties  of  Gordon  D.  Boyd,  late  re- 
eiver  of  public  moneys  at  CoIumbuH,  Mississippi. 

Mr.  BARROW  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
on;  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the 
lie,  yiz: 

lUaottedf  That  the  Secieury  of  the  Navy  t>e  directed  to 
)minuaJ|cate  to  the  Senate  the  eyidenoe  in  hie  poeeetoion 
lowing  that  depredationa  of  a  moat  niinoue  kind  are  lieinf 
lily  comtnitted  on  the  navy  timber  growing  on  the  public 
inda;  and  that  our  own  people  are  daily  eelling  to  our  Govern' 
lent  lWe>oak  Umber,  which  they  take  horn  the  public  lands; 
nd  aleo  such  oroof  as  may  be  in  his  poaseasion  tending  to. 
low  that  any  lorei|n  GoTemment  has,  by  contracts  with  any 
Tour  citizens,  obtained  eopplies  of  live  oak,  cut  from  the  pub* 
c  land;  and,  also,  Inform  the  Senate  what  additional  grants  of 
ower  and  means  to  the  officers  of  Government  are,  in  his 
pinion,  necessary  to  complete  the  preeervation,  for  national 
sea,  of  the  live-oak  timbergrowio^on  the  public  lands  in  the 
taieofLouisiaoa  and  the  Territory  of  Floiida. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
lenator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rites]  to  an  error  in 
le  printed  copy  uf  his  speech,  made  in  secret  ses- 
ion   last  August,  when  the  subject  of  the  treaty 
^ith  Great  Britain  was  under  discussion.    That 
art  of  the  printed  speech  to  which  he  called  the 
ttention  of  the  Senator,  W4t8  ibis:  "TheSenator  who 
reduced  it**— that  is,  the  neap  from   Mr.  Jeffer- 
on *s  collection,  now  lying  on  his  (Mr.  B  's)desk— 
could  see  nothing  but  the  microscopic  dotted  line 
unning  off  in  a  northeasterly  direction;  but  the 
aoment  other  eyes  were  applied  to  it,  there  was 
ound,  in  bold  relief,  a  strong  red  line,  indicating 
tie  limits  of  the  United  States  according  lo  the 
reaty   of    peace,  and  coinciding,  minutely  and 
xactly,  with  the  boundary  traced  on  tne  map  of 
dr.  Sparks.'* 
The  error  to  which  he  referred  was  in  the  first 
art  of  this  quotation — that  **the  Senator  who  pro- 
uced  it  [the  map]  could  see  noUUng  but  the  mi- 
roscopic  dotted  line,  running  off  in  a  northeavter- 
f  directioo;  hvA  the  moment  otlur  «yrf  were  ap- 
lied  to  it,  there  was  found,  in  bold  relief,"  dkc. 
The  error  was  in  supposing  that  the  Senator  (him- 
elf)  could  not,  or  would  not,  see  the  strong  red 
ine  in  bold  relief,  or  endeavored  to  conceal  it  from 
be  Senate,  and  to  make  it  believe  there  was  no  oth- 
r  boQDdary  line  on  the  map  bat  the  ''microscopic 
lotted  liDe.'*    Now,  what  really  did  take  place  in 
he  Senate  on  the  occasion  of  bis  (Mr,  B.*s)  produ- 
ing  this  map?    When  he  saw  that  the  Senator 
rom  VirgiLia  was  yet  in  the  act  of  pressing  the 
mpoitance  of  the  map  referred  to  by  Mr.  Sparks, 
le  interrupted  th^  Senator    by  calling  out  from 
lis  seat,  **Here  is   the  very    same  red    line  on 
tfr.  Jeffcr&on'^  map,  for  many  years  in  the  library 
»f  Congress;  it  is  the  same  in  this  map."    And, 
In  comparison,  it  was  found  to  correspond  ez- 
ictly.   H«  did  not  at  ali,  on  that  occasion,  produce 
he  dotted  line  as  proof  of  the  boundary  intended, 
t  was  24  hours  afterwards  he  did  that.    His  ob- 
ett  in  iben  interrupting  the  Senator  by  the  ex- 
tlamaiion  he  had  just  mentioned,  was  to  show  that 
be  grand  secret  on  which  so  much  stress  was  laid 
)y  him,  was  no  secret  at  alU    It  could  be  no  se« 
iret,  for  Mr.  Jefferson's  map  had  lain  in  the  library 
i.  Congress,  open  to  every  one*s  inspection,  for 
veniy  or  thirty  years.    It  would  be  recollected 
iht,  when  he  made   the  announcement,  several 
lenators  crowded  round  him  to -see  the  "broad, 
rc^Dg  red  line.**    After  they  had  inspected  it,  the 
fap  was  carried  round  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
^amber,  and  there  also  examioed.    There  was 
more  debate  that  day  on  the  treaty.    The  mo- 
had  produced  this  map,  il  became  com- 
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monly  known  to  all  the  Senators  who  chose  to 
look  at  it,  that  there  was  the  same  broad,  strong 
line  on  it,  as  on  the  map  found  by  Mr.  Sparks, 
and  taken  to  be  Dr.  Franklin's  map.  As  well  as 
he  recollected,  the  inspection  of  that  very  line  oc- 
cupied the  remainder  of  the  sitting  in  secret  session 
that  day.  What  surprised  him  was,  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virgiaia  coald  so  far  mistake  the  matter 
as  to  suppose  he  (Mr.  Bbmton)  wished  to  conceal 
the  broad  red  line,  and  only  bring  forward  the 
small  dotted  line.  What  he  did  on  the  occasion 
was  quite  the  reverse;  he  produced  this  map,  and 
pointed  to  tbe  '*broad,  strong  red  line,**  to  prove 
that  the  Senator's  great  secret  was  no  secret  at  all; 
and  for  no  other  purpose. 

Mr.  RIVES  said,  if  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, in  the  statement  which  he  had  just  made, 
desired  to  convej;  the  idea  that  he  (Mr.  R.)  had  in- 
tended to  make  the  impression  that  the  object  of 
the  honorable  Senator,  in  exhibiting  the  dotted 
boundary  upon  the  map  which  he  had  produced, 
was  lo  conceal  the  red  line  from  tbe  Senate,  he 
was  greatly  mistaken.  He  (Mr.  R.)  had  not 
suspected,  or  imputed  to  him  any  such  abi^urd  pur- 
pose; but  his  impression  was — and  he  believed  that 
impre^ion  wad  universal — that,  at  the  time  the 
honorable  Senator  produced  that  map,  such  was 
the  prepossession  of  his  mind  with  regard  to  the 
sporionsness  of  the  map  which  was  understood  to 
have  the  sancaon  of  Dr.  Franklin;  and  that  the 
only  trae  line  was  that  running  in  a  northeast  di- 
rection, as  represented  by  (he  dotted  line  upon 
the  map  which  he  produced,*  that  his  attention 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  confined  to  the  dotted 
line,  and  his  endeavor  was  to  prove  the  other  to 
be  spurious.  And  to  show  the  honorable  Senator 
that  he  (Mr.  R.)  was  not  singular  in  this  view, 
he  would  appeal  to  the  whole  Senate,  and  par- 
ticularly to  iho9e  Senators  who  took  part  in  the 
discufsion — especially  to  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Cai.houn,]  (who,  he  perceived,  had 
in  his  speech,  as  printed,  referred  to  th^  same  oc- 
currence,) whether  their  impression  did  not  coincide 
with  his  own,  that  tbe  map  had  been  produced  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  contradicting  and  rebutting  the  map  exhib- 
ited as  Dr.  Franklin '>!  map.  He  never  suspected 
the  Senator  of  any  design  of  concealment,  for  the 
affair  occurred  in  the  face  of  the  whole  Senate. 
His  belief  was,  that  the  Senator'^  mind  was  so  pre- 
possessed with  tbe  notion  that  Mr.  Sparks's  map 
was  spurious,  and  that  the  dotredlinehe  pointed  out 
was  the  line  recognised,  that  he  fixed  upon  thbt 
line,  and  disregarded  the  other.  And,  in  justifica- 
tion of  this  impression,  he  appealed  to  the  Senate, 
individually  and  collectively,  whether  it  was  not 
the  universal  impression  at  the  time,  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  produced  bis  map  for  the  purpose  of 
rebutting  and  falsifying  tbe  map  communicated  by 
Mr.  Sparks.  The  Senator  had  remarked  that  Sen- 
ators had  collected  around  him.  This  was  true;  it 
was  a  icetie  which  would  not  soon  be  forgotten  by 
any  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  it. 

He  (Mr.  Rives)  was  happy  to  hear  the  Senator 
now  admit  (for  this  was  the  only  point  of  contro- 
versy be  at  all  anticipated  as  possible)  that  it  is  the 
red  line  which  does  represent  what  the  constructor 
of  the  map  intended  as  the  boundary  of  the  United 
S'ates.  He  confessed  he  was  surprised  when  he 
saw  the  honorable  Senator's  printed  speech,  and 
observed  the  aspect  in  which  the  production  of  the 
French  map  was  there  presented.  The  honorable 
Senator  mui^t  pardon  him  for  mentioning,  in  justi- 
fication of  his  impression  of  the  transaction,  the 
remark  which  was  made  at  the  time — thai  the  Sen- 
ator had  been  caught  in  hb  own  trap,  and  fallen 
into  the  pit  he  had  laid.  Theimpre.^sion  of  all 
present,  so  far  as  he  knew  or  believed,  wjiyj,  that 
the  Senator  had  entirely  fsiled  in  the  partioiTlar  de- 
sign with  which  be  produced  the  map  from  the 
Herculaneum  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  manuscripts. 

He  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  refer  to  these  circum- 
stances. He  was  not  in  tbe  habit  of  lightly  pla- 
cing before  the  public  representations  of  what  had 
taken  p'ace  in  the  Senate  chamber;  and  he  endeav- 
ored always  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  history  of 
things  referred  to,  precisely  as  they  transpired. 
And,  if  he  had»  in  this  instance,  fallen  into  ertor,  it 


was  an  error  which,  he  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, was  common  to  the  whole  Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  there  was  but  one 
point  to  which  he  should  again  refer.  The  printed 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  Virgiifia  says: 

"A  mapluu  l>een  rauntiogly  paraded  here,  from  Mr.  JelTer- 
•on'e  collection,  in  Uie  zeal  of  oppoaition,  (withoat  takinir  time 
to  eee  what  it  waa.)  to  confront  and  invalidate  Uie  map  foand 
by  Mr.  Sparks  in  the  Foreign  Office  at  Parie;  but,  tbe  moment' 
it  la  examined,  it  is  found  to  sustain,  by  the  moet  precise  and  re- 
markable corrasponden'-e  in  every  feature,  Uie  map  communt- 
caied  by  Mr.  Sparks.  The  Senator  who  produced  it  could  se» 
Molbing"— [4cc.,  as  before  quoted  j 

The  point  was,  that  he  (the  Senator,  Mr.  Ben- 
tow)  could  not  see,  or  would  not  see,  the  broad/ 
strong,  red  line — and  consequently  concealed  from 
the  Senate  that  it  eiisted  on  ihe  map  he  brought 
forward — coinciding  with  the  red  line  on  Doc- 
tor Franklin^  map;  while  it  was  held  out 
that  he  could  see,  and  did  see,  the  little  mi- 
croscopic dotted  line,  and  showed  it  to  the 
Senate;  the  other  line — the  broad,  strong  red  line- 
being  concealed  till  <*other  eyes"  were  applied  to 
the  map.  This  was  a  question  of  fact,  on  which 
he  took  his  stand.  He  now  made  the  declaration, 
in  the  presence  of  those  who  were  present  on  the 
occasion  alluded  to,  and  who  now  heard  him,  that, 
the  first  thing  he  did,  on  producing  the  map,  was 
to  proclaim  the  red  line;  and  he  did  proclaim  it 
loudly,  too,  to  prove  that  Mr.  Sparks*s  secret  was 
no  secret  at  all.  This  was  the  point  he  made, 
and  he  could  not  and  should  not  be  driven  from  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that,  having  been  called 
on  to  state  his  impression,  he  rose  to  say,  that  he 
had  not  doubted  that  the  object  of  the  Senator,  in 
introducing  the  map  referred  to,  was  to  rebut  the. 
one  which  had  been  intraduced  in  connexion  with 
Dr.  Franklin's  note.  He  had  so  stated  in  his 
printed  speech  on  the  treaty;  and  never  knew,  till 
this  morning,  that  there  was  any  diversity  of  opia- 
ion  on  the  subject. 

As  to  the  facts  which  transpired  in  secret  session 
in  reference  to  tbe  subject,  he  must  spy  that  his 
impression  corresponded,  on  material  points,  with 
the  statements  made  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  affirm,  in  the  presence  of  for* 
ty-eight  Senators  now  present,  and  mo&t  of  whom 
were  present  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  that  I  pro- 
claimed the  red  line  for  the  very  purpose  of  rebut- 
ting the  allegation'that  the  discovery  of  Mr.  Sparks 
was  a  secret;  and  that  I  did  show,  by  the  produc- 
tion of  this  map,  that  it  could  not  be  a  secret.  What 
I  now  assert  15,  that  I  was  the  first  human  being 
4hat  proclaimed  tbe  red  line  in  this  map  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  that  I  called  out  to  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia for  the  purpo!«e  of  showing  it  to  him.  I  did 
rebut  the  assertion  that  it  was  a  secret  newly 
brought  to  light.  I  deny  that  I  made  any  conceal- 
ment of  that  red  line.  I  deny  it  in  the  presence  of 
foriy-eighi  Senators,  who  most  know  the  facts  of 
the  case.  I  now  again  say,  in  their  presence,  that  I 
did  proclaim  the  red  line,  and  did  not  wait  till 
'*other  eyes"  had  discovered  it.  I  say  this  in  the 
presence  of  forty-eight  Seoators,  who  know  what 
I  say  is  true. 
■  Hero  th*>  subject  dropped. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  And  Post  Roads,  reported  to  the  Senate 
the  following  b.lls;  wh'ch  were  read,  and  ordered 
lo  a  second  reading,  viz: 

A  bill  to  authorizs  the  Postmaster  General  to 
make  permanent  contracts  for  the  transportauon 
of  tbe  United  Stntes  mail  on  railroads;  and 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private  ex- 
presses on  mail  routes,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
I  rands  on  the^^ehues  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment.' \../*  " 
■Jk.:*  Mr.  M.  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask 
^  leave  lo  introduce  a  bill  to  regulate  the  use  and 
lo  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and 
to  rr gulate  the  charge  for  carrying  matter  through 
the  mails. 

Mr.  ARCHER  gave  notice  that  be  would  on  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  tbe  set- 
tleinent  of  claims  for  French  spoliations  commit- 
ted prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  RIVES  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the  rale| 
viz: 


II 


in 
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iZMo2««d,  Thai  ih«  Pre«idenl  of  the  United  BtatM  be  requeat* 
«d  tu  commanicate  to  the  Senaie  (if  not,  in  his  opinion,  incon> 
viMeni  with  the  public  interest)  copies  of  any  correspondence 
betweea  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  the  minister  ef 
Um  Uftited  Stales  ai  London,  on  the  subject  oft  he  destruction  or 
the  steamboai  Caroline,  which  may  not  have  been  heretorore 
publicly  communicaled  to  either  House  of  Congress. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  WR1QHT  said  ihat  some  days  ago  he  pre- 
sented a  memcMrial  ftom  the  Chamber  of  Com* 
meroe  of  New  York  city,  od  the  subject  of  the 
warehousing  system,  and  proposed  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  and  that  motion,  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticat,  and 
by  hii  confent,  was  postponed  nntil  Senators  might 
hare  an  opportunity  to  read  ihe  meiBoriaI»  (which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,)  and  enable  them  to 
▼ote  nnderstandingly  on  the  question  of  reference. 
The  proposition  to  resume  the  subject  bad  been 
delayed,  that  certain  Senators  who  were  absent 
night  return  to  tbeir  places,  and  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  now  moved  to  take  up  the  memorial, 
with  a  view  to  its  leferenee.  He  would  merely 
make  the  motion,  for  he  did  not  desire  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  ibe  Senate,  under  the  conviction 
of  his  own  mind  that  the  warehousing  system, 
however  arranged,  must  be,  in  the  business  of  Con* 
gress,  a  financial  system,  and  not  one  of  commercial 
regulation.  He  was  confident  that,  if  Senators 
had  read  the  memorial,  they  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  memorialists  viewed  the  question  as  one 
of  finance,  and  which  only  incidentally  afifectcd  the 
commerce  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  the  mo  ion  to  re- 
fer this  memorial,  which  was  made  some  days 
since,  was  poaponed,  at  his  request,  wiih  a  view 
to  examine  the  memorial  in  connexion  with  the 
proposed  reference,  for  tiie  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  see  whether  there  was  anything  in  it  ihir, 
with  propriety,  might  be  made  a  subject  of  refer- 
ence to  the  Cohimittee  on  Finance.  The  perusal 
by  him  of  the  document,  so  far  from  changing  his 
opinion  expressed  to  the  Senate,  that  the  subject 
was  primarily  and  principally  one  of  commercial 
regulation,  and  not  of  finance,  had  but  confirmed 
it.  It  would  be  seen  that  the 4va rehousing  lysiem, 
as  argued  in  this  memoria',  wa^  one  principally 
to  increase  the  trade  of  ihe  country,  to  ben- 
efit the  importing  interests — to  give  to  the  im- 
porteis  and  the  factor  the  benefits  that,  under  the 
cash  system  of  duties,  they  do  not  now  enjoy — the 
benefits  of  such  a  credit  system  as  was  afi'orded  by 
means  of  dock-warrants.  He  conientJed  that  the 
object  of  the  warehousing  system,  as  was  stated 
in  the  memorial,  was  to  build  up  the  commercial 
maiine  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  spoke  at  some  length  upon  the  htibject 
of  the  Engiivh  warehousing  system,  which,  though 
it  was  characterized  as  a  liberal  one,  took  care  to 
carry  out  one  principle — that  of  securing  a  home 
market  at  the  expense  of  ail  other  commercial 
countries.  He  then  viewed  the  system  as  proposed 
by  the  memorial,  as  one  to  benefit  merchants  of 
small  means,  and  .to  counteract  the  bad  efiect  of 
the  present  system  of  cash  duties,  which  gave  a 
monopoly  in  trade  to  large  capitalists. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  KING  spoke  at  some 
langth  upon  the  subject,  maintaining  that  the 
warehousing  system  was  one  pre-eminently  of 
finance — especially  so,  as  it  might  have  the 
tendency  to  withhold  from  the  treasury,  for  the 
present,  some  portions  of  the  revenue  which  were 
indi5pen>ably  necessary  to  carry  on  the  operations 
of  Government.  They  argued,  that,  so  far  as  the 
system  went  either  to  increase  or  diminish  the  pres- 
ent amount  of  revenues,  it  was  a  question  of 
finance;  and  that  ii  would  have  the  eflTect  to  di- 
minish them,  it  was  very  probable.  Tlv^y,  iherefpre, 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  pi^priety 
of  referring  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  believing  that  it  was  a  question  uf 
commercial  regnUtioa  merely. 

Mr.  "VTOIGHT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  reference  to  ihe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays 
27. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  memo- 


rial was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 


merce. 


NAVAL  NOMINATIONS. 


Mr.  BAYARD  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
to-moirow,  move  the  Senate  to  go  into  the  couKJder- 
aiion  of  executive  business,  with  a  view  to  make 
disposition  of  the  naval  nominations. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  from  Thomas 
S.  Easton,  stating  that  be  had  an  admirable  inven- 
tion to  prevent  the  explosion  of  steam-boilers,  and 
praying  that  Congress  would  authorize  some  mode 
by  which  to  ascertain  which,  of  all  the  inventions 
for  that  object,  was  the  best:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  occupation  and  settle* 
ment  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  was  then  Xaken 
up. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  th^  question  pending 
was  on  concurring  with  the  aniendments  made  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr  LINN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  331 
line,  bv  inserting  a  provision  savipg  to  the  gran* 
tees  of  land  all  claim  to  it  till  patented;  and  prohib- 
iting liens,  transfers,  &c.,  (as  will  be  seen  in  the 
amended  bill  below.) 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BATES  suggested  a  verbal  amendment, 
which  Mr.  LINN  accepted. 

Mr.  CRITTENIjEN  thought  the  bill  might  be 
freed  from  some  ground  of  objection,  by  striking 
out  the  THIRD  section,  which  related  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  additional  judges  for  the  Territory 
of  Iowa  to  attend  to  the  business  ot  the  Oregon 
Territory,  in  which  there  was,  as  yet,  scarcely  any 
population.  It  would  be  lime  enough  hereafter, 
when  settlers  were  numerous  enough  to  require  it, 
to  legislate  for  the  occasion. 

Mr.  LINN  explained  that  in  1839  memorials 
from  Massachusetts  showed  that  3,000  emigrants 
from  that  place  would  probably  proceed  to  the 
Oregon  Territory,  if  assured  that  they  would  there 
enjoy  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  Untied 
States.  But  they  would  not  go,  unless  this  assurance 
was  given.  He  would  suggest  that,  for  the  present, 
probably  one  judge  would  be  enough  to  provide 
for.  It  should  also  be  recollected  that  it  was  dis- 
cretionary with  ihe  President  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment, which  he  would  not  do  till  called  for. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  satisfied  that  one  judge 
should  be  allowed. 

The  amendment  was  so  made. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  objected  to  the  indtfinite  power 
given  to  the  Pre^.ident  to  make  military  posts  from 
Arkansas  and  Missouri  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river. 

This  point  was  discussed  ty  Messrs.  LINN, 
TAPPAN,  and  BENTON;  and,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  latter,  an  amendment  was  adopted,  limiting 
the  military  posts  to  stockades  and  block-houses, 
not  exceeding  five  in  number. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  another  objection;  but  it 
was  removed  by  an  explanation  from  Mr.  FUL- 
TON, pointing  out  a  provision  in  the  bill  on  the 
sabject. 

The  amendments  were  all  concurred  in;  and  the 

bill  was  ordered  to  be  engros&ed  for  a  third  reading, 

as  amended,  as  follows: 

A  bill  toanihorize  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  occupation 
and  settiement  of  the  TerritQ|;y  of  Oregon,  for  extending  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  lawa  of  tno  United  States  orer  the  same, 
and  for  other  purposen. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenta- 
Uvea  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  inCongrees  oBsembltd. 
That  the  Tresident  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  cause  to  l>e  erected,  at  suitable  places  and  distsnces, 
a  line  of  stockade  and  blockhouse  forts,  not  exceeding  five  in 
dumber,  from  some  point  on  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  riv- 
ers into  ite  best  pass  for  entering  the  valley  of  the  Oregon; 
and,  also,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river. 

That  provision  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  la^  to  secure 
and  grant  six  hundred  aud  forty  acres,  or  one  section  of  land, 
to  every  white  mate  inhabitant  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  of 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  upward,  who  ahall  cultivate  and 
use  the  same  for  five  consecutive  years;  or  to  his  heir  or  hein>- 
at-law,  ifsQch  there  be.  in  case  of  his  decease.  And  to  every 
such  inhabitant  or  culilvaior(beinga  mairied  man)  there ahail 
be  granted,  in  addition,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  the  wife 
of  Haid  husband,  and  the  like  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty acres  lo  the  father  for  each  child  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  may  have,  or  which  may  t»e  bom  within  the  five  years 
aforesa^. 


That  no  sale,  aHenation,  or  contract  of  tnj  kind,  shall  bo 
valid,  of foch  lands,  before  the  paiaot  is  iasiMd  ttkeretar;  nor 
shall  the  laanie  be  Itable  to  be  taken  m  execution,  or  twund  by 
any  judgment,  mortgafe,  or  lien,  ol^any  ki'nd,1>M>re  the  paleat 
is  so  lasood;  and  all  pretsoded  aiieoaiions  or  oooU-acis  for 
allooatiog  such  lands,  made  before  the  iasuiiig  of  the  paieots, 
shall  be  null  and  void  against  the  settler  himself,  his  wife,  or 
widow,  or  against  his  heirs-at>law,  or  against  purctttoen,  after 
the  Issuing  of  the  paloot. 

That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  toap* 
point  two  additional  Indian  amenta,  with  a  salary  of  two  ihou- 
sand  do) Ian  each,  whoso  doty  it  shall  Im  (under  his  diroctMo 
and  control;  to  saperiMeiid  the  iotereoto  of  the  United  Scales 
with  any  or  every  Indian  tribe  wort  of  any  agency  now  esuib- 
lished  by  law. 

That  the  sum  oTom  hundred  thousand  dollarabo  approfiria* 
ted,  out  of  anr  money  in  tfao  treasury  noC  otherwise  oppropria* 
tod,  to  carry  into  eflect  the  provisions  nf  this  act. 

Rbo.  2.  And  he  tt  further  enacted^  That  the  civil  and  crimi' 
nal  jurisdicUoo  of  ihesaprerae  court  and  district  eoofts  of  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  be,  and  the  same  is  herabv,  oztooded  over 
that  part  of  the  Indian  territories  lying  west  of  the  praent  lim- 
its of  the  said  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  south  of  the  fort^-niotli 
dog rso  of  north  latitude,  and  wsat  of  the  Aoeky  moaAcaJos, 
and  north  of  the  boundary  lino  between  the  TJnIttd  States 
and  ttie  Kepublic  of  Texas,  not  included  within  tbe  limits 
of  any  State;  and  also,  over  the  Indian  territories  t/emprmog 
the  Rocky  mooniaiaa  and  the  coontiy  between  them  and  the 
Pacific  ocean,  south  of  fifty -four  degrees  and  forty  minatosof 
north  latitude,  and  north  of  the  ferty-second  degree  of  north 
latitude;  and  jasticeo  of  (he  peace  may  be  appointed  for  ihs 
said  territory,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  tlie  aanse powers 
as  now  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  Territory  oi  Iowa: 
Protididi  That  any  subject  of  the  Govennoaent  of  Oraat  Bnt* 
ain,  Who  shall  have  been  arreMed  under  the  proviaioas  of  tUi 
act  for  any  crime  alleged  to  have  been  conunttted  wfChin  the 
territory  westward  of  the  9iony  or  Rocky  mooniains,  while  the 
same  remidns  free  and  open  lo  the  veoMls,  dUaena,  and  eal^ecs 
of  the  United  fitatea  and  of  Great  Britain,  pursaam  to  siipala* 
tions  between  the  two  powers,  shall  be  delivered  un,  on  prdoi 
of  his  being  such  British  subject,  to  the  nearest  or  moot  eoR> 
venient  aotboritles  having  cognliaoce  of  moh  offniea  br  the 
laws  of  Grsat  Britain,  forjiie  purpose  of  being  prosecatad  and 
tried  acc«irding  to  sDch  laws. 

Sbo.  3.  AfMbe  it  further  enacted.  That  one  «s80CiateradeB 
ofthe  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of  Iowsl  in  additioato 
the  number  now  autboriaed  by  law,  may,  in  ine  diecratioo  of 
the  President,  be  ap|)ointed,  to  hold  his  office  by  the  same  tenue 
and  for  the  same  time,  receive  the  same  compensation,  and 
posseas  all  the  powers  and  authority  oonferrea  by  law  opoa 
the  associate  judges  of  the  said  Territory;  and  one  judicial  dis- 
trict shall  be  organized  by  the  said  st^reme  court,  in  addltioA 
to  the  existing  number,  In  reference  to  the  jurisdiction  con- 
ferred by  this  act;  and  a  district  court  aball  be  held  in  the 
said  district  by  the  judge  of  ilie  supreme  court,  at  such  times 
and  places  as  the  said  court  shall  direct;  and  the  said  district 
court  shsli  possess  all  the  powsra  and  authority  vested  in  the 
present  district  courts  of  the  said  Teicitory,  ana  may,  in  like 
manner,  appoint  its  own  rleik. 

ISbg  4.  And  be  it  further  enattedt  That  anj;  jueiice  of  Ibe 
peace,  appointed  In  and  for  (he  territories  described  in  the  se& 
ond  section  of  Uiis  act,  shall  have  power  to  cause  all  offeodecs 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  arrested  by  such  per- 
sons as  they  shall  appoint  for  that  porpose,  and  to  commit 
such  oflenders  to  safe  custody  for  trial,  in  the  same  cases  and 
in  the  manner  provided  by  law  In  relation  to  the  Territory  of 
Iowa;  and  toi^use  the  offenders  so  committed  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  place  apfMioted  for  the  holding  of  a  district  conn  for  the 
said  Territory  of  Iowa,  nearest  and  most  convenient  (o  the  plua 
of  such  commitment,  there  to  be  detained  for  trial,  by  such 
persons  as  shall  be  authoriaed  for  that  purpose  by  any  judge 
ofthe  supreme  court,  or  any  justice  or  the  peace  of  the  aaid 
Territoiy;  or  where  such  offenders  ajre  British  subjects,  to  caoes 
them  to  be  delivered  to  the  nearest  or  n^ost  convenient  Brttidi 
authorities,  as  hereinbefore  provided;  and  the  expenses  of  such 
commitment,  removal,  and  detention,  shall  be  paid  in  the  sanso 
manner  as  provided  by  law  in  raspect  to  the  fees  of  the  marshal 
of  the  said  Territory. 

Senate  bill  No.  31,  settling  the  value  of  forr ign 
coins  of  gold  and  silver  circulating  in  tbe  Ignited 
States,  was  taken  np  as  in  committee  of  tbe  whole, 
and  read. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  a  few  remarks  in  oppaai- 
tion  to  any  action  being  taken  on  this  bill  at  the 
present  session.  He  was  bat  imperfectly  heard  in 
tbe  reporter's  gallery,  but  was  understood  to  be 
opposed  to  the  bill  altogether.  He  read  from 
Childs  &  Co.^s  Price  Current,  Philadelphia,  the  fcN 
lowing  comment  on  this  identical  bill,  which  was 
reported  to  tbe  Senate  at  the  last  session: 

NEW  GOLD  AND  SILVER  BILL. 

A  bill  of  incalculable  importance  to  the  currt'ocy  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States  has  been  reporiod  by  the  Senate  Finance  Committee; 
providing— 

Sec.  1.  Gold,  of  British  colnaee,  of  9l&il000iha  fineneaa, 
[22  carats,!  shall  be  a  legal  tender  at  9i  6-lOths  rts.  pert  dwt.; 
French,  of  899-lOOOihs  fineness,  [21  carats  2  4  lOths  gra,]  at 
92  9  lOihs  cts.  per  dwt. 

Sec.  2.  Spanish  pillar  dollars,  and  dollars  of  Mexico,  Pero, 
and  Bolivia,  of  8971000ihs  fineness  and  415  grs.  weight,  shall 
be  received  at  ICO  cents;  and  five- franc  pieces  of  France  at  93 
cents. 

Sec.  3  provides  for  assays  at  the  mint. 

Sec.  4  repeals  all  former  acts  making  foreign  coinw  current. 

By  the  act  of  1834,  foreign  gold  coins  are  received  at — 

Englieh,  Brazilian,  and  Portuguese,  22  carats  line,  94  8  lOcts. 

French,  21  car.  3  4-IOths  grams,  fine.  93  110  cts. 

Spanish,  Mexican, and  CoTorobiaD, 20  carats,  1  7'\Qth  grains 
fine,  89  9  10  ci#.  e      -» 

Other  gold  coins  are  received  at  the  mint  assay,  and  ailver 
coins  generally  by  tale. 

We  have  included  in   brackelA  the  carat  for  comparison, 
though  it  is  found  at  the  United  Stated   mint  that  English  coin 
yields  but  915| pure  gold  in  1,000  parts.  Instead  of  9161,  tha 
IsMl  standard  oi  22  carats. 
II      Before  the  act  of  1834,  golc^  because  of  ju  reduced  value 
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here,  sought  a  foreign  market^  and  scarcely  a  single  coin  was 
been  in  onrcntcency.  Since  that  time,  it  has  constantly  form* 
•d  a  pan  of  oar  circulating  medium,  without  driving  stiver 
away.  Thisprovee  that  they  are  equalized  in  inirinsie  value 
by  that  standard. 

The  effect,  of  the  remodelled  standard  is  apparent.  Ii  ban  ishes 
utterly  all  but  Freacli  and  British  gold,  and  renders  them  less 
current,  by  reducing  ibeir  value.  American  eagles  and  shares 
form  but  a  small  proportion  of  iho  gold  circulation,  and  are 
<)uite  inadequate  to  this  end.  Gold  must,  therefore,  be  exci  uded 
from  its  place,  as  silver  is  loo  cumbrous  for  the  offices  of  gold 
denominations. 

But  this  bill  lucks  farther,  and  excludes  foreign  silver;  for  it 
admita  only  dollars  and  five-franc  pieces,  diminishing  the  value 
Of  epaoish  dollars. 

The  English  and  French  gold  coinage  always  falls  below  the 
lawful  standards— by  dpsign,  it  is  saiiT,  at  their  mints;  and  ills 
found  that  the  valuation  of  1834  does  not  admit  of  recoinage 
here,  without  loss.  There  is  good  reason,  then,  for  equal- 
izing according  to  fineness;  but  we  object  to  any  attempt  atez- 
cluaioo. 

.  Tho  whole  object  of  the  bill,  if  we  judge  by  the  effect,  is  to 
diminish  the  specie  of  the  country;  for  our  own  coinage,  with  a 
constant  foreign  drain,  or  without  it,  is  yet  insufficient  for  our 
wants.  The  deficiency  must  be  supplied  with  pafter- money. 
The  iHaduiki  of  experience  counsels  no  such  change;  and  wo 
leave  it  to  her  lessons  to  plead,  trumpet  tongued.  against  any 
maaaure  designed  to  increase  promises  without  fulfilraeni. 

Mr.  B.  desirtd,  if  it  was  the  intention  of  ibe 
ebairman  of  the  Finaoce  Commifre  lo  press  the 
bill  through  at  this  ses^i'D^  to  have  some  lime  to 
^z^mine  the  sabject. 

Mr.  EVANS  had  no  objection  to  accommodate 
tbe  Senator  from  Missoari  by  a  postponement  of 
the  snbject  for  4he  present,  but  woald  certainly  call 
ap  the  bill  at  an  early  day,  as  he  understood  from 
ihe  directorx  of  the  mints  that  it  was  necessary  the 
bill  should  be  passed,  in  order  to  place  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins  at  a  fair  relaiive  Traloe  with  oar 
bwD.  He  mentioned  several  communications  he 
had  had  on  the  } object,  pointing  out  the  necesMty 
of  this  measare.  He  also  alluded  to  the  concur- 
rent opinions  of  Mr.  GalUtin  and  Mr.  Appleton, 
in  pamphlets  published  by  them  on  the  subject  of 
the  currency,  both  in  favor  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  BENTON  pointed  out  tb^  effect  it  would 
have  of  driving  out  foreign  specie,  and  encoura- 
giog,  as  a  subsLitule,  paper  promises  to  pay.  He 
a&ked  but  a  day's  delay,  to  produce  evidence 
which  he  intended  to  bring  forward  on  tbe  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  (he  bill  might  be  laid  over  for 
fine  week. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  he  would  b«  ready 
to-morrow  morning  to  produce  the  evidence  he  al- 
luded to.   . 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  tbe  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM  AGAIN. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  he  wished  to 
make  a  motif  n.  The  latter  portion  of  (he  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  relates  to 
the  warehoasing  system,  to  which  were  appended 
several  documents  on  that  subject,  and,  among 
them,  was  ibe  very  identical  memorial  which  had 
been  a  few  moments  ago  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Oo.mmetce.  He  believed  that  all  that  portion 
of  the  report  of  ihe  Secretary  (inclndirg  this  docu- 
ment) was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
as  a  finaLctal  question  purely.  But  now,  as  the 
Senate  had  deliberately  decided  that  it  was  not  a 
question  of  finance,  it  would  be  necessary  to  dis- 
charge the  Finance  Committee  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  to  commit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.      He  made  that  motion, 

Mr.  HUNTfNQTON  was  not  aware  that  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  snbject  bad  been 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  He  wished 
the  ganeral  snbject  to  go  to  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  was  accordingly  dis* 
rharged  from  the  subject,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy  was 
then  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  ihird  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

The  Senate  than  adjourned. 
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Mr.  BEESON  presented  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments of  Mrs.  Droailla  Gieseg,  widow  of  Valfn- 
line  Gteseg,  late  superintendent  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  praying  to  be  refunded  the  amount  of  a  judg- 
ment recovered  in  the  coprt  of  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania;  against  ihe  estate  of  the  said  sirper- 
in^cndent,  for  work  done  on  the  Camberland  road: 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  presented  a  petition, 
numerously  signed  by  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  MilwBukie,  In  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing Congress  fur  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at 
that  town. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Brown 
county,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  (f  the  Fox  and  Wi^cons-in 
riverF. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bilf,  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  and  military  academy, 
and  for  armories  and  arsenals,  for  the  half  CJilen- 
daryear  ending  30th  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal 
>ear,  commencing  1st  July,  1843,  and  ending  30  h 
June,  1844.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  s'ate 
of  the  Union. 

COMPENSATION     OF    DECEASED    MEM- 
BERS. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  submitted  a  rf solution,  direct- 
ing the  Sergeant-at>arms  to  pay  the  widow  of  tbe 
Hon.  J.  W.  Williams,  deceased,  bis  mileage  and 
per  diem  to  the  21  day  of  January,  1843,  being 
the  day  of  election  of  bis  successor.  [Cries  of 
"no,  no,  no."]  There  coald  be  no  qoestion  that  tbe 
executors  of  Ibe  deceased  member  were  entitled 
to  his  mileage,  and  a  portion  of  his  per  diem,  as 
he  was  on  bis  way  to  the  ssat  of  Government. 

After  some  conversation  with,  and  suggestions 
from,  various  members,  Mr.  MASON  modified  bis 
resolution,  so  as  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts to  inquire  into  th^  expediency  of  making 
such  payment. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HALSTED  also  objected. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  his  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.' HALSTED  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  substituting  "the  day  of  bis  death"  for  the 
*'9d  day  of  January,*'  as  the  limit  of  the  period  f(>r 
which  the  deceased  membei*s  per  diem  should  be 
paid. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  did  not  see  why  the  widow 
or  executors  of  the  late  Hon.  Richard  W.  Haber- 
t»h<m,  deceased,  should  not  have  tbe  same  benefit, 
and  therefore  he  moved  tbe  insertion  of  the  name 
of  Mr.  Hftbersham. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  the  resolution,  as  modified 
80  as  to  pay  the  deceased  members*  mileage  and  per 
diem  to  the  day  of  their  death,  corresponded  with 
the  precedent  in  the  case  of  his  late  colleague,  the 
Hon  Mr.  Dimock. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON,  under  those  circumstances, 
again  modified  'his  resolution,  so  as  lo  direct  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  to  allow  to  the  widows  of 
the  honorable  J.  W.  Williams  and  the  honorable 
Richard  W.  Habersham,  deceased,  late  members 
of  this  House,  the  usual  mileage. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BLACK,  Mr. 
BRIGGS,  and  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

Mr.  WISE  inqaired  if  either  of  the  deceased 
members  had  started  to  the  seat  of  Gk>vemment? 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON.    Yes;  Mr.  Williams  had. 

Mr.  WISE.    And  how  far  had  be  travelled) 


From  three  to  five  miles.  iTdtere  ,w|s  not  a  parti- 
cle ofservice.  He  (Mr.  W.)  liever  had,  and  never 
would,  vote  for  such  a  resbiutjon. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  iftb^re  was  any 
precedent  for  taking  this  money  awa>  from  the  ad- 
mtnistrators,  and  giving  it  toih^  #fd'*wis7  He  saw 
one  encroachment  after  another  in  this  House,  on 
principle;  and  be  saw  one  allowinc^  af  er  atiother, 
which  the  law  di  I  net  .sanction.  Th^s  was  part  of 
(he  system  of  making  donations  totheFaihilies  of  in- 
dividual*, which  had  been  tntrod^ntied  into  this  House. 
Now,  if  they  intended  to  pay  ihelt  deb  fa,  according 
to  law,  to  those  individuals  who'sfarreti  From  bome« 
they  would  pay  tbe  mileage  arid  ^er  ^i^m  as  long 
as  the  memt>er  lived,  and  for  that  he  would  vote; 
but  he  would  not  vote  for  tlie  al^bwamce  which  the 
law  did  not  sanction. 

Mr.  SAMSON  MASON  submitted  an  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  directtbeCommil.ee  on  Accounts 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  this  pay- 
ment. He  Baid  the  Hi^use  had  no  infurmaiion  on 
the  subject;  but  he  u.nder9.toodtbatMr.  Habershaja 
had  not  even  left  his  residence  in  Georgia  at  the 
time  of  hi^t  death;  and,  therefore,  the  re>oluiion,  ia 
its  original  terms,  was  improper.  It  directed  tbe 
Sergeant-at-arms  to  pay  the  usual  travelling  ez- 
peubcs  and  per  diem;  but  what  were  tbe  usual  trav- 
elling fees  paid  to  a  member  of  Jhis  Hnuse  before 
he  left  his  residence  at  all?  He  was  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution  as  a  peremptory 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  to  audit  the 
accounts  for  tbe  deceased  members;  but  be  was 
willing  that  it  t>hould  go  as  a  refolution  direct- 
ing an  inquiry  inio  the  expediepcy  ol  paying  the 
mileage  and  per  diem  in  such  cases;  and  he  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  accordinfily. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in;  and  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  was  adopted. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  eoihmiUees  for  rt^ 
ports,  and  the  following  were  preiented; 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  Committee  of  Glaikhs, 
reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Charles  Waldron; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com* 
mjiiee  of  the  Whole  House. 

He  also  reported,  from  the  same  committte, 
against  tbe  petition  of  Joseph  H.  Waring. 

Mr.  COWEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  resolution  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Claims  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case 
of  George  C.  Johnston,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  The  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afi'airs,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  two  ad« 
diiional  military  posts;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
tbe  .state  of  the  Union.  [This  bill  was  understood 
to  refer  to  military  posts  on  tbe  Colombia  river.] 

On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  5,0G0  extra 
copies  of  the  report  accompanying  that  bill  were 
ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Afi'airs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Randolph  Clay,  late  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can legation  at  the  court  of  Vienna;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  BiATHIOT,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  White;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  BOWKE  again  submitted  ibe  resolution 
on  this  subject,  which  beofifered  yesterday,  as  pub- 
lifibed  in  the  Globe  Congressional  repoHs. 

.Mr.  WARREN  inquired  if  there  was  not  al- 
ready a  bill  on  the  same  subject  before  tbe  House? 

The  SPEAKER  said  be  bad  not  read  the  bill, 
and  was  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  say  what 
shades  of  difference  there  were  between  the  two 
bUl8. 
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Rudvedf  That  ihe  President  of  (he  United  Statee  be  requeei* 
ed  tu  communicate  to  the  Senate  (if  not,  in  hii  opinion,  incon* 
•latent  with  the  public  interesi)  copies  of  any  correapondence 
beiweea  the  Gorernment  of  Great  Britain  and  the  mmieter  af 
tin  Halted  States  at  London,  on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of 
the  steamboat  Caroitna,  which  may  not  hare  been  hsretofore 
publicly  communicaled  to  either  House  of  Cungreas. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  said  ihat  some  days  ago  he  pre- 
sented a  memorial  t^om  the  Chamber  of  Com* 
merce  of  New  York  city,  od  the  subject  of  the 
warehousing  system,  and  proposed  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  and  that  motion,  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  and 
by  hii  eonrent,  was  postponed  until  Senators  might 
haye  an  opportunity  to  read  (he  memorial,  (which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,)  and  enable  them  to 
▼o(e  nnderstandingiy  on  the  question  of  reference. 
The  proposition  to  resume  the  subject  had  been 
delayed,  that  certain  Senators  who  were  absent 
night  return  to  their  places,  and  rote  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  now  moved  to  take  up  the  memorial, 
with  a  Tiew  to  its  leferencc.  He  would  merely 
make  the  motion,  for  he  did  not  desire  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  under  the  conviction 
of  his  own  mind  that  the  warehousing  system, 
however  arranged,  must  be,  in  the  business  of  Con- 
gress, a  financial  system,  and  not  one  of  commercial 
regulation.  He  was  confident  that,  if  Senators 
had  read  the  memorial,  they  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  memorialists  viewed  the  quesiion  as  one 
of  finance,  and  which  only  incidentally  afifeeted  the 
commerce  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  the  mo  ion  to  re- 
fer this  memorial,  which  was  made  some  days 
since,  was  po^poned,  at  his  request,  wiih  a  view 
to  examine  the  memorial  in  connexion  with  the 
proposed  reference,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  see  whether  there  was  anything  in  it  that, 
with  propriety,  might  be  made  a  subject  of  refer- 
ence to  the  Coinmittce  on  Finance.  The  perusal 
by  him  of  the  document,  so  far  from  changing  his 
opinion  expressed  lo  the  Senate,  that  the  subject 
was  primarily  and  principally  one  of  commercial 
regulation,  and  not  of  finance,  had  but  confirmed 
it.  It  would  be  seen  that  the -warehousing  system, 
as  argued  in  this  memorial  was  one  principally 
to  increase  the  trade  of  the  country,  to  ben- 
efit the  importing  interests — lo  give  to  the  im- 
portefis  and  the  factor  the  benefits  that^  under  the 
cash  system  of  duties,  ihey  do  not  now  enjoy — the 
benefits  of  such  a  credit  system  as  was  afi'orded  by 
means  of  dock- warrants.  He  contended  that  the 
object  of  the  warehousing  system,  as  was  stated 
in  the  memorial,  was  to  build  up  the  commercial 
maiine  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  spoke  at  some  length  upon  the  (.tibject 
of  the  Englivh  warehousing;  system,  which,  though 
it  was  characterized  as  a  liberal  one,  took  care  to 
carry  out  one  priocipie — that  of  securing  a  home 
market  at  the  expense  of  ail  other  commercial 
countries.  He  then  viewed  the  system  as  proposed 
by  the  memorial,  as  one  to  benefit  merchants  of 
small  means,  and  .to  counteract  the  bad  efiect  of 
the  present  system  of  cash  duties,  which  gave  a 
monopoly  in  trade  to  large  capitalists. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  KING  spoke  at  some 
langth  upon  the  subject,  maintaining  that  the 
warehousing  system  was  one  pre-eminently  of 
finance — especially  so,  as  it  might  have  the 
tendency  to  withhold  from  the  treasury,  for  the 
present,  some  portions  of  the  revenue  which  were 
indispen>ably  necessary  to  carry  on  the  operations 
of  Government.  They  argued,  that,  so  far  as  the 
system  went  either  to  increase  or  diminish  the  pres- 
ent amount  of  revenue^:,  it  was  a  question  of 
finance;  and  that  it  would  have  the  efiect  to  di- 
minish them,  it  was  very  probable.  Tlvsy,  iherefpre, 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  (o  the  pi^priety 
of  referring  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  - 
Finance. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  Commiliee  on 
Commerce,  believing  that  it  was  a  question  of 
commercial  regnlatioa  merely. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays 
27. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  memo- 


rial was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  C('m- 
merce. 

NAVAL  NOMINATIONS. 

Mr.  BAYARD  gave  notice  that  be  would,  on 
to-moirow,  move  the  Senate  to  go  into  the  consider- 
ation of  executive  business,  with  a  view  to  make 
disposition  of  the  naval  nominations. 

Mr.  KING  presented  a  memorial  from  Thomas 
S.  Easton,  stating  that  be  had  an  admirable  inven- 
tion  to  prevent  the  explosion  of  steam -boilers,  and 
praying  that  Congress  would  authorize  some  mode 
by  which  to  ascertain  which,  of  all  the  inventions 
for  that  object,  was  the  best:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  was  then  laken 
up. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  question  pending 
was  on  concurring  with  the  anolendments  made  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr  LINN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  231 
line,  bv  inserting  a  provision  savipg  to  the  graii- 
tees  of  land  all  claim  to  it  till  patented;  and  prohib- 
iting Hens,  transfers,  &c.,  (as  will  be  seen  in  the 
amended  bill  below.) 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BATES  suggested  a  verbal  amendment, 
which  Mr,  LINN  accepted. 

Mr.  CRITTENIjBN  thought  the  bill  might  be 
freed  from  some  ground  of  objection,  by  striking 
out  the  THIRD  section,  which  related  to  the  appoint- 
nnent  of  two  additional  judges  for  the  Territory 
of  Iowa  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  Oregon 
Territory,  in  which  there  was,  as  yet,  scarcely  any 
population.  It  would  be  time  enough  hereafter, 
when  settlers  were  numerous  enough  to  require  it, 
to  legislate  for  the  occasion. 

Mr.  LINN  explained  that  in  1839  memorials 
from  Massachusetts  showed  that  3,000  emigrants 
from  that  place  would  probably  proceed  to  the 
Oregon  Territory,  if  assured  that  they  would  there 
enjoy  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  But  they  would  not  go,  unless  this  assurance 
was  given.  He  would  suggest  that,  for  the  present, 
probably  one  judge  would  be  enoogh  to  provide 
for.  It  should  also  be  recollected  that  it  was  dis- 
cretionary with  the  President  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment, which  he  would  not  do  till  called  for. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  satisfied  that  one  judge 
should  be  allowed. 

The  amendment  was  so  made. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  objected  to  the  indefinite  power 
given  to  the  President  to  make  military  posts  from 
Arkansas  and  Missouri  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river. 

This  point  was  discussed  H>y  Messrs.  LINN, 
TAPPAN,  and  BENTON;  and,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  latter,  an  amendment  was  adopted,  limiting 
the  military  posts  to  stockades  and  block-houses, 
not  exceeding  five  in  number. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  another  objection;  but  it 
was  removed  by  an  explanation  from  Mr.  FUL- 
TON, pointing  out  a  provision  in  the  bill  on  the 
sabject. 

The  amendments  were  all  concurred  in;  and  the 

bill  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

as  amended,  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  occupation 
and  settlement  of  the  TerritQ|;y  of  Oregon,  for  extending  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales  over  the  same, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tivce  of  the  United  Statea  of  America  inCongreas  assembled. 
That  the  iPresident  of  ihe  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  cause  to  be  erected,  at  suitable  places  and  distances, 
a  line  of  stockade  and  bloclthouse  forla,  not  exceeding  five  in 
^bumber,  from  some  point  on  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  riv- 
ers into  ite  best  pass  for  entering  the  valley  of  the  Oregon; 
and,  also,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river. 

That  provision  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  la^  to  secure 
and  grant  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  one  section  of  land, 
to  every  white  male  inhabitant  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  of 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  upward,  who  shall  cultivate  and 
use  the  same  for  five  consecutive  years;  or  to  his  heir  or  heire- 
ai-Iaw,  if  such  there  be,  in  case  or  his  decease.  And  to  every 
such  inhabiuntor  cultivator  (being  a  married  man)  there  shall 
be  granted,  in  addiiiont  one  hundred  aud  sixty  acres  to  the  wife 
of  Haid  husband,  and  the  like  quantity  of  one  hundred  aod  six- 
ty acres  to  the  father  for  each  child  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  ho  may  have,  or  which  may  t»e  bom  within  the  five  years 
aforesa^. 


That  no  sale,  alienation,  or  contract  of  an^  kind,  shall  be 
valid,  of  such  lands,  before  the  paieni  is  iaraad  tbeiefiar;  do^ 
shall  the  same  be  liable  to  be  taken  m  execution,  or  bound  by 
any  judgment,  mortgage,  or  lien,  of  any  kind,  before  the  patent 
is  so  issued;  and  ail  preteaded  alienations  or  eooiraeia  for 
aiieoating  such  lands,  made  before  the  iaauiug  of  the  paleol^ 
shall  be  noil  and  void  a^aiost  the  settler  himself,  his  wife,  or 
widow,  or  against  his  heirs-at-law,  or  against  pacchaaers,  alter 
the  issuing  of  the  patenL 

Thai  the  Prealdenl  is  hereby  authorizad  and  required  to  ap- 
point two  additional  Indian  agents,  with  a  salary  of  two  ihoa< 
Band  dollars  each,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  (under  his  direction 
and  conurol)  to  snperinteDd  the  intenata  of  the  Uniied  fluias 
with  any  or  every  Indian  tribe  west  of  aoy  agency  now  eiub' 
liahed  by  law. 

That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dellarabe  appropria* 
ted,  out  of  an^  money  in  the  treasury  nor  otherwiae  appco{)ria'* 
ted,  to  carry  into  aflect  the  provisions  nf  this  act. 

BBC.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  clyil  and  crimi* 
naJ  jurisdiction  of  thesupreme  court  and  district  coortsor  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  be,  and  the  same  is  herabT,  extended  over 
that  part  of  the  Indian  territories  lying  west  of  the  present  ljm> 
its  of  the  said  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  south  of  the  foftj-nintli 
d^rse  of  north  latitude,  and  west  of  the  Rocky  moimiaiaai, 
and  north  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  united  States 
and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  any  Stau>;  and  also,  over  the  Indian  territories  ceaiprittig 
the  Rocky  mountains  and  the  country  iMiween  them  and  the 
Pacific  oc«an,  south  of  fifty -four  degrees  and  forty  minulasof 
north  latitude,  and  north  of  the  forty-second  degree  of  nertk 
latitude;  and  justices  of  the  peace  may  be  appointed  for  Um 
aaid  territory.  In  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  powers, 
as  now  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  Territory  oi  Iowa: 
Provided,  That  any  subject  of  the  GoTermnonl  of  Oraat  Bi^ 
ain,  wlio  shall  have  been  arreated  under  the  piorialoQS  ofttaAi 
act  for  any  crime  alleged  to  iiave  been  conunMied  wKhin  the 
territory  westward  of  the  Stony  or  Rocky  moantaina,  while  dM 
same  remains  free  and  open  to  the  vesaela,  citlsens,  and  sab^aciB 
of  the  United  fitates  ana  of  Great  Britain,  parsvant  to  stipule 
tions  between  the  two  powers,  shall  be  delivered  up,  on  prttoC. 
of  his  being  such  British  subject  to  the  nearest  or  most  eon* 
venient  aothoritfes  having  cogniiance  of  sueh  olfeoceforthe 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  for.ihe  purpose  of  being  prosecated  and 
tried  according  to  such  laws. 

Sbo.8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  aesDciateiodga 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of  ]owB|  in  addiaosto 
the  number  now  authorised  by  law,  may,  in  the  discreijon  of 
the  President,  be  appointed,  t-^  hold  his  office  by  the  same  tenoie 
and  for  the  same  time,  receive  the  same  compenaation,  and 
possess  all  the  powers  and  authority  conferrea  by  law  upoa 
the  associate  judges  of  the  said  Territory;  and  one  judicial  dis* 
trict  shall  be  organized  by  the  said  s\fpreme  court,  in  addlthm 
to  the  existing  number,  in  reference  to.  the  juriadictjon  ooo- 
ferred  by  this  act;  and  a  disuici  court  ahall  be  lield  in  the 
said  district  by  the  judge  of  (be  supreme  court,  at  such  times 
and  places  as  the  said  court  shall  direct;  and  the  aaid  district 
court  shall  possess  all  the  powers  and  auiiiority  vested  in  ihe 
present  district  courts  of  the  said  Teixitory,  and  miQra  in  like 
manner,  appoint  its  own  cleik. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  justice  of  Qte 
peace,  appointed  in  and  for  the  territories  described  in  the  seo> 
ond  section  of  tliis  act,  shall  have  puwor  to  cause  all  ofieodeis 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  arreated  by  such  per- 
sons as  they  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  and  to  commit 
such  offenders  to  safe  custody  for  trial,  in  the  same  cases  and 
in  ihe  manner  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  Territory  of 
Iowa;  and  toi^use  the  offenders  so  committed  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  place  appointed  for  the  holding  of  a  district  court  for  the 
said  Territory  of  Iowa,  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  the  plaea 
of  such  commitment,  there  to  be  detained  for  trial,  by  such 
persons  as  shall  be  authoriaed  for  that  purpose  by  any  Judge 
of  the  supreme  court,  or  any  justice  or  the  p^ace  of  the  asjd 
Territoiy;  or  where  such  offenders  axe  British  subjects,  to  causa 
them  to  be  delivered  to  the  nearest  or  nnoet  convenient  British 
authorities,  as  hereinbefore  provided;  and  the  expenses  of  such 
commitment,  removal,  and  detention,  shall  be  paid  in  the  aaoM 
manner  as  provided  by  law  in  raspeci  to  the  fees  of  the  maishal 
of  the  aaid  Territory. 

Senate  bill  No.  31,  settling  the  valae  of  foreign 
coins  of  gold  and  silver  circulating  in  the  Ignited 
States,  was  taken  np  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
an4  read. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  any  action  being  taken  on  ihis  bill  at  the 
present  session.  He  was  bnt  imperfectly  heard  in 
the  reporter's  gallery,  but  was  understood  to  be 
opposed  to  the  bill  altogether.  He  read  from 
Cbilds  &  Co.^s  Price  Current,  Philadelphia,  the  fol- 
lowing comment  on  this  identical  bill,  which  was 
reported  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session: 

NEW  GOLD  AND  SILVER  BILL. 

A  bill  of  incalculable  importance  to  the  currv^cy  of  the  Vni* 
ted  Slates  has  been  reporiod  by  the  Senate  Finance  Cummlitee; 
providing— 

Sec.  1.  Gold,  of  British  coinage,  of  9l6il000iha  finencaa, 
[22  carats,]  shall  be  a  legal  tender  at  94  G^lOths  rta.  ^  dwi.; 
French,  of  899-lOOOths  fineness,  [21  carats  2  4lOthe  grs.,]  at 
92  910ihs  cts.  per  dwt. 

Sec.  2.  Spanish  pillar  dollars,  and  dollarsof  Mexico,  Peru, 
and  Bolivia,  of  897-lOOOths  fineness  and  415  grs.  weight,  sbaU 
be  received  at  100  cents;  and  five- franc  pieces  of  France  at  93 
cents. 

Sec.  3  provides  for  assays  at  the  mint. 

Sec.  4  repeals  all  former  ucj/B  making  foreign  coins  current. 

By  the  act  of  1834,  foiei^  gold  coins  are  received  at — 

English,  Brazilian,  and  Portuguese,  22  carats  fine,  94  8  10  cts, 

French,  21  car.  2  4>]0ihs  grains,  fine.  93  110  cts. 

Spanish,  Mexican,  and  Colombian,  20  carats,  1  7*J6ib  grains^ 
fine,  SO  9  10  ctl. 

Other  gold  coins  are  received  at  the  mint  assay,  and  sUver 
coins  generally  by  tale. 

We  have  included  in  brackets  (he  carat  for  comparbon, 
though  it  \r  found  at  the  United  SraicK  mint  that  English  coiD 
yields  but  915inuregold  in  1,000  parte.  Instead  of  916^,  the 
legal  standard  of  28  carats. 

Before  Uie  act  of  1834,  golt^  because  of  ita  reduced  valuQ 
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here,  sought  a  foreign  market;  and  icarcely  a  single  coin  was 
aeen  in  our  cutrency.  Since  that  time,  it  has  conatandy  form- 
ad  a  pan  of  our  circulating  medium,  without  drifing  stiver 
away.  Thisproyee  that  they  are  equalized  in  inirtneic  ralua 
by  that  elandard. 

The  effect  ofthe  remodelled  standard  ie  apparent.  It  ban  iehes 
utterly  all  trai  French  and  Briiiah  gold,  and  renders  them  lees 
current,  by  reducing  ibeir  value.  American  eagles  and  shares 
form  but  a  smsll  proportion  of  the  gold  circulation,  and  are 
quite  inadequate  to  this  end.  Gold  must,  therefore,  be  excluded 
from  ics  place,  aa  silver  is  too  cumbrous  for  theofTicea  of  gold 
denominaiioBs. 

But  this  bill  looks  farther,  and  excludes  foreign  silver;  for  it 
admits  only  dollars  and  five- franc  pieces,  diminishing  the  value 
pf  dpaoirti  dollars. 

The  English  and  French  gold  coinage  always  falls  below  the 
lawful  standarde-^y  dpsign,  it  is  said,  at  their  mints;  and  it  is 
found  tbMi  the  valuation  of  1834  does  not  admit  of  recoinage 
here,  without  loss.  There  is  good  reason,  then,  for  equal- 
izing according  to  fineness;  but  we  object  to  any  attempt  atex- 
elosioo. 

\  The  wlioje  object  of  the  bill,  if  we  judge  by  the  effect,  is  to 
diminirii  the  specie  of  the  country;  for  our  own  coinage,  with  a 
constant  foivign  drain,  or  without  it,  is  yet  insufTicieni  for  our 
wants.  Theaeflciency  must  be  supplied  with  paf>ermqney. 
The  wlsdum  of  experience  counsels  no  such  change;  and  wo 
leave  it  to  her  lessons  to  plead,  irumpettongued.  against  any 
ittMsure  dasigoed  to  increase  promises  without  fuifilmeni. 

Mr.  B.  desirvd,  if  it  was  ihe  intention  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Com  miff  e  to  press  the 
bi)l  ihrongh  at  this  ses'ion^  toh&vesome  time  to 
examine  the  subject. 

Mr.  KYANS  had  no  objection  to  aceonomodate 
the  Senaior  from  Missonri  by  a  postponement  of 
the  snbject  for  4he  present,  but  would  certainly  call 
up  the  bill  at  an  early  day,  as  he  understood  frem 
Ihe  directors  of  the  mints  that  it  was  necessary  the 
bill  should  be  passed,  in  order  to  place  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins  at  a  fair  relative  value  with  oar 
own.  He  meniicDed  several  communications  he 
had  had  on  the  subject,  pointing  out  the  necessity 
of  this  measare.  He  also  alluded  to  the  concur- 
rent opinions  of  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Applefon, 
in  pamphlets  published  by  them  on  the  subject  of 
the  currency,  both  in  favor  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  BENTON  pointed  oat  th.<  eifect  it  would 
have  of  driving  out  foreign  specie,  and  encoura- 
ging, as  a  substitute,  paper  promises  to  pay.  He 
asked  but  a  day's  delay,  to  produce  evidence 
which  he  intended  to  bring  forward  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  bill  might  be  laid  over  for 
one  week. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  he  would  b«  ready 
tomorrow  morning  to  produce  the  evidence  he  al- 
luded to.   . 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM  AGAIN. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked  that  he  wished  to 
make  a  motit  n.  The  latter  portion  ofthe  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relates  to 
the  warehousing  system,  to  which  were  appended 
several  documents  on  that  subject,  and,  among 
them,  was  the  very  identical  memorial  which  had 
been  a  few  moments  ago  referred  to  the  Commiiiee 
on  OQmmeiee.  He  believed  that  all  that  portion 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  (inclndicg  thi*;  docti- 
ment)  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
as  a  finaLcial  question  purely.  But  now,  as  the 
Senate  bad  deliberately  decided  ihat  it  was  not  a 
qaestiott  of  finance,  it  would  be  necessary  to  dis- 
ctimrge  the  Finance  Committee  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  to  commit  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.      He  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  HUNTfNGTON  was  not  aware  that  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  subject  had  been 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  He  wished 
the  general  subject  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  was  accordingly  dis> 
charged  from  the  subjecr,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy  was 
then  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
lor  a  <htrd  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

TThe  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Mr.  BEBSON  presented  the  petition  and  doeu* 
ments  of  Mrn.  Droailla  Qieseg,  widow  of  Valen- 
tine Gieseg,  late  superintendent  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  praying  to  be  refunded  the  amount  of  a  judg- 
ment recovered  in  the  copit  of  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania;  against  the  estate  of  the  said  svper- 
in'endent,  for  work  done  on  the  Camberland  road: 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  ClaimsS. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  presented  a  petition, 
nnmeioasly  signed  by  inhabitants  of  ihe  town 
of  Milwankie,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing Congress  fur  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at 
that  town. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Brown 
county,  in  the  Territory  of  Wi?consin,  asking 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  the  improve^ 
meat  of  the  navigation  (f  the  Fox  and  Wi>con^in 
riverp. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bilF,  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  and  military  academy, 
and  for  armories  and  arsenals,  for  the  half  calen- 
dar year  ending  30th  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year,  commencing  1st  July,  1843,  and  ending  30  h 
June,  1844.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  s*ate 
of  the  Union. 

COMPENSATION  OP  DECEASED  MEM- 

BERS. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  submitted  a  resolution,  direct- 
ing the  Sergeant-at-arms  to  pay  the  widow  of  the 
Hon.  J.  W.  Williams,  deceased,  bis  mileage  and 
per  diem  to  the  2 1  day  of  January,  1843,  being 
the  day  of  election  of  his  successor.  [Cries  of 
*'no,  no,  no."]  There  oonld  be  no  question  ihat  the 
executors  of  the  deceased  member  were  entitled 
to  his  mileage,  and  a  portion  of  his  per  diem,  as 
he  was  on  his  way  to  the  seal  of  Government. 

After  some  conversation  with,  and  suggestions 
from,  various  members,  Mr.  MASON  modified  his 
resolution,  so  as  to  direct  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
sttch  payment. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  objected  to  the  recep. 
tion  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HALSTED  also  objected. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  his  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.' HALSTED  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  substituting  "the  day  of  his  death"  for  the 
**dd  day  of  January,"  as  the  limit  of  the  period  for 
which  the  deeeased  membeiV  per  diem  should  be 
paid. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  did  not  see  why  the  widow 
or  executors  of  the  late  Hon.  Richard  W.  Haber- 
^«fatm,  decessed,  should  not  have  the  same  benefit, 
and  therefore  he  moved  the  insertion  of  the  name 
of  Mr.  Habersham. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  the  resolution,  as  modified 
80  as  to  pay  the  deceased  members*  mileage  and  per 
diem  to  the  day  of  their  death,  corresponded  with 
the  precedent  in  the  case  of  his  late  colleague,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Dimock. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON,  under  those  circumstance}*, 
again  modified  -his  resolution,  so  as  to  direct  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  to  allow  to  the  widows  of 
the  honorable  J.  W.  Williams  and  the  honorable 
Richard  W.  Habersham,  deceased,  late  members 
of  this  House,  the  usual  mileage. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BLACK,  Mr. 
BRIGGS,  and  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  either  of  the  deceased 
members  had  started  to  the  seat  of  Gk>vernment? 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON.    Yes;  Mr.  Williams  had. 

Mr.  WISE.    And  how  far  bad  be  iravelledl 


From  three  to  five  mifes^-  Tdkere  w^s  not  a  parti- 
cle of  service.  He  (Mr.  W.)  beverbad,  and  never 
would,  vole  for  such  a  resoiutfon. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  if  there  wsa  anf 
precedent  for  taking  tftis  ixmiky  away  from  >he  ad- 
ministrators, and  giving  it  lothb  «H^«»w^7  He  saw 
one  encroachment  after  anMbelr  in  this  Hou;^,  on 
principle;  and  be  saw  one  aHowinci>'af  er  atiother, 
which  the  law  dt  I  not  sanction.  Thfs  was  part  of 
the  system  of  making  donation  totbefaittilips  of  in- 
dividual *,  which  had  been  tdirOd'nced  int6this  House. 
Now,  if  they  intended  to  pay  tbeit  debfs,  according 
to  law,  to  tbo(>e  individuals  wbo'sfarreti  from  home, 
they  would  pay  the  mileage  and  ^er  ^i^m  as  long 
as  the  member  lived,  and  for  tbat'he  would  vote; 
hut  be  would  not  vote  for  the  albwamce  which  the 
law  did  not  sanetion. 

Mr.  SAMSON  MASON  submitted  an  amend- 
ment, so  as  10  direct  the  Commil:ee  on  Accounts 
to  inquire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  allowing  this  pay- 
ment. He  said  the  Houi>e  had  no  infurmaiion  on 
the  subject;  but  he  u^nderstood  that  Mr.  Habersham 
had  not  even  left  his  refidence  in  Georgia  at  ihe 
time  of  hi.<:  death;  and,  therefore,  the  resolution,  in 
its  original  terms,  was  improper,  li  directed  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  to  pay  the  usual  travelling  ex- 
penhcs  and  per  diem;  but  what  were  the  usual  trav- 
elling ftts  paid  to  a  member  of ,  this  House  before 
he  left  his  residence  at  all?  He  was  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution  as  a  peremptory 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  to  aadit  the 
accounts  for  the  deceased  members;  but  he  was 
willing  that  it  t>hould  go  as  a  resolution  direct- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  expediepcy  of  paying  the 
mileage  and  per  diem  in  such  cases;  aiid  he  moved 
to  am^d  the  resolution  accordin|;ly. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in;  and  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  was  adopted. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTRS8. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  coittoiitteea  for  re^ 
porta,  and  the  following  were  preaeiited: 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claikhs, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cfiartes  Waldron; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

He  also  reported,  from  the  same  eommiitte, 
againat  the  petition  of  Joteph  H.  Waring. 

Mr.  COWEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  resolution  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Claims  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case 
of  Gkoige  C.  Johnston,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  The  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  two  ad- 
ditional military  posts;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  [This  bill  was  understood 
to  refer  to  military  posts  on  the  Columbia  river.] 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STANLY,  5,0G0  extra 
copies  of  the  report  accompanying  that  bill  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Aff*aii8,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Randolph  Clay,  late  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can legation  at  the  court  of  Vienna;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  BiATHIOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
]uti(>nary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  While;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  BOWNE  again  submitted  the  resolution 
on  this  subject,  which  be  offered  yesterday,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  Globe  Congressional  reports. 

Mr.  WARREN  inquired  if  there  was  not  al- 
ready a  bill  on  the  same  subject  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  not  read  the  bit), 
and  was  not,  thercfbre,  prepared  to  say  what 
shades  of  differene^  there  were  between  the  two 
bUls. 
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Mr.    BARNARD   objected    to  this   mode   of 
bringing  bilb  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  presamed  the  principal  motive 
^ith  gentlemen  who  brooght  forward  bills  and  res- 
olutioDs  on  this  sabject,  was,  that  they  might 
make  an  harangoe  in  favor  of  the  Old  Hero.^  He 
would,  therefore,  move  to  refer  the  resolation  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
dnioD,  where  there  was  already  a  bill  pending  on 
this  very  sobjeet. 

Mr.  BOWNE  did'not  wish,  on  this  qoestion,  to 
trost  himself  at  all  in  making  an  answer  to  charges 
like  those  which  bad  emanated  from  the  member 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Ajucold,]  farther  than  to 
say,  thai  gentlemen  who  were  the  most  ready  to 
impale  noiives  of  this  description  to  others,  are 
most  apt  to  entertain  them  themselves.  The  mo- 
tion of  ihe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  wonld  most 
certainly  be  liable  to  the  objections  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  BiRNAaD;]  for  it  wonld  not  be  taking  the  or- 
dinary incipient  steps  of  legivUtion.  His  resola- 
tion, however,  did  not  cotflict  with  the  usual 
coarse  of  legislation.  It  proposed  to  instruct  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  bring  in  a  bill  on 
Thursday  next;  and  when  that  bill  came  in,  it 
would,  of  courde,  take  the  ordinary  channel  of  le- 
gislation. His  colleague  was  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing there  was  no  precedent  for  the  resolution  be 
offered.  His  recollection  informed  him  thai  at  the 
last  session  there  was  a  resolution  passed,  instruct- 
ing (he  Judiciary  6ommittee  to  report  a  given  bill, 
(ihe  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act;)  in  consequence 
of  which,  that  committ9e  did  report  the  bill;  and  it 
was  in  ibis  way  brought  summarily  before  the 
House.  His  only  ^desire  (Mr.  B  said)  was  to 
have  this  bill — which  he  deemed  the  best  one- 
brought  at  once  before  the  House,  so  that  there 
might  be  a  chance  of  acting  on  it  at  the  present 
session.  It  mu£t  be  remembered  that  more  than 
one-third  of  the  session  was  already  gone;  and 
therefore,  if  they  expected  ti  pass  a  bill  on  this 
subject  at  the  present  session,  it  must  be  brought 
speedily  before  the  House. 

[Mr.  Cusnma  here  handed  to  Mr.  B.  the  case 
in  point,  to  which  he  alluded — being  ihe  resolution 
referring  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  coun« 
ty  of  Otsego,  New  Yotk,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  instructing  said  committee  to  report,  in* 
UmUiT,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  jict  establishing  a  uni- 
form system  o(  bankruptcy.] 

Mr.  B.,  having  read  the  resolation,  said  that  the 
difference  between  it  and  the  one  he  offered  was, 
that  the  first  directed  the  committee  to  report  a 
given  bill,  inttmUerf  while  his  directed  the  commit- 
tee to  report  the  bill  accompanying  it  on  the  next 
day.  He  acted,  therefore,  in  accordance  with 
precedent,  as  well  as  parliamentary  law.  He 
wonld  say  to  his  colleagae  that  his  party  had  mis- 
taken bis  ground  in  opposing  tbia  bill.  The  peo- 
ple had  spoken  on  the  ssbject;  the  President  bad 
reommended  it  XC  the  iavorable  consideration  of 
Congress;  and  the  public  press  of  both  political 
parties  bad  loudly  called  for  action  on  it.  His  res- 
olation could  do  no  harm;  and  it  would  require  no 
fsrcat  length  of  time,  and  no  great  labor  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  to  obey  its  instructions.  Let 
uf,  then,  ('aid  Mr.  B.)  have  this  bill  at  once 
before  us,  so  that  we  may  act  on  it  before  the  ses- 
sion closes. 

Mr.  EVERETT  could  not  see  what  object  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  in  view.  A  bill 
on  (his  subject  bad  already  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  was  now  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Houite;  so  that  if  the 
gentleman  should  attain  his  object,  the  bill  he  now 
sought  to  introduce  would  take  its  place  on  the 
calendar  after  the  one  already  on  it. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  explained  that  the  bill 
reported  at  the  last  session  was  referred  anew  to 
the  committee  at  this. 

Mr.  EVBRBTT  said  be  spoke  of  what  was  on 
the  calendar.  The  gentleman,  if  he  got  a  bill  re- 
ported now,  mast  have  it  to  come  in  after  the  one 
already  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  that,  after  this  explanation 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  he  woald  move  to 
lay  the  whole  sabject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOWNE  asked  his  colleagae  to  withdraw 
bis  motion  for  a  moment,  in  order  that  he  might 


make  an  explanation,  promising  to  renew  the  mo- 
tion. The  motion  being  withdrawn,  Mr.  B.  said 
there  was,  it  was  trae,  a  bill  before  the  House  at 
ihe  lant  session,  and  was  now  on  the  calendar  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  But  the  sabject  at 
this  session  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary;  and  should  they  reach  the  bill  on 
the  calendar,  it  would  be  urged  as  an  excuse  for 
delay  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had  not 
nported.  Assuredly,  Mr.  B.  said,  soch  an  excuse 
won:d  be  made.  Mr.  B.  then,  according  to  his 
promise,  moved  to  lay  the  resolation  on  the  table, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

On  taking  the  question,  it  resulted  in  yeas  91, 
nays  107,  as  follow^: 

TEAS— Mean.  Adams,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Aroold,  Ay- 
crigg,  Babcocli,  Baker,  Barnard.  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Botie,  Brigga,  Broneoo,  Jeremian  Brown,  Bumell,  Calhount 
Childs,  Chiitenden,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens, 
Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  FeesendKn, 
Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Oiddings,  Patrick  G. 
Goode,  Granger,  Green,  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  I.  D.  Jones, 
King,  Lane,  Linn,  McKennan,  Samson  Mason,  Mattocks,  Max- 
welf;  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morris,  Osborne,  Pendle- 
ton, Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  Russell,  James 
M.Runen,8altonsialt,  Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Slanlv,  Sioke- 
ly,  Straiton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart.  Bummers,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Under- 
wood, Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L. 
White,  Thomas  W.  Williams.  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winihrop, 
Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 91. 

NAYS— Messrs.  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Beeson, 
Bidlack,  Black,  fiowne,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton 
Brown,  Chas.  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O. 
Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Willism  B. 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Gary,  Casey, 
Chapman,  CllfTurd  Clinton,  Coles,  Maik  A.  Cooper,  Cross, 
Gushing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis, Doan,  Doig,  JohnC.  Ed- 
wards, Ferris,  John  6.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance, 
Geiry,  Gilmer,  Goggio,  Gordon,  Graham,  Harris,  Hastings, 
Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Inger- 
soll, William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave 
JoluMon,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abra- 
ham McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mar- 
chand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Tbonunn  Mason,  Mathews,  Me- 
dill,  Meriwether.  Millet,  Moore,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Owsley, 
Parmenter,  Patrldge,  tPavne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Proffit.  Read, 
Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Rooseyelt,  San- 
ford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Bhepperd,  Shields,  Steenrod,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Sweney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Triplett,  Trolti,  Tur- 
ney,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Waiterson,  Weller,  Westbrook, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Wood— 107. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  offered  the  following 
amendmejit: 

To  report  to  the  House,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  the 
principal  and  material  facts  in  relation  to  the  fine  impoeed  on 
General  Jacks- -o  at  New  Orleans  by  Judge  Ball,  and  the  opin- 
ion ol  said  committee  upon  the  material  questions  of  law  in- 
volved in  the  imposition  of  such  fine,  and  the  acts  leading 
thareto. 

Mr.  BOWNE  remarked,  that,  shoold  the  coarse 
proposed  by  his  colleague  be  adopted,  the  matter 
would  stand  jn&t  where  it  did  now.  A  report  had 
already  been  made,  accompanying  the  bill  which 
was  reported. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  he  i^hould  yote 
against  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bownb.]  The  gentleman  said  that  the 
people  had  called  aloud  for  a  remission  of  the  fine 
on  Qeneral  Jackson.  True,  he  admitted  that  fsct; 
but  the  call  was  got  up  by  interested  politicians. 
He  (Mr.  U.)  wished  something  to  be  done  at  the 
present  Congress.  It  was  many  years  ago  when 
the  fine  was  imposed.  During  the  long  period 
which  had  elapsed,  the  Democratic  party  had  often 
had  a  majority  in  Congress,  and  made  no  effort  to 
have  the  fine  refunded.  Now,  he  wished  to  help 
to  do  that  which  they  had  been  too  modest  to  bring 
about.  They  would  have  a  majority  in  the  neit 
Congress;  and  as  he  presumed  they  would  be  again 
too  modest,  there  was  a  greater  necessity  for  hav- 
ing the  fine  returned  by  the  present.  For  himself, 
he  was  wiilingjo  return  the  fine,  with  interest;  not 
because  Gkneral  Jackson  ought  to  have  it-^-not  be- 
cause the  imprisonment  of  Judge  Hall  was  right — 
but  because  he  believed  the  motives  of  General 
Jackson  to  be  pure.  He  wished  to  do  that  which 
the  friends  of  the  Qeneral  would  not  themselves  do 
for  their  chief.  He  wished  the  committee  to  report 
the  facts,  and  to  show  that  censure  of  Judge  Hall 
was  not  implied. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  next  obtained  the  floor. 
He  commenced  by  referring  to  a  pamphlet  which 
had  been  recently  laid  upon  the  tables  of  the  mem- 
bers, which  was  a  republication  of  certain  essays 
in  the  Louisville  Journal  on  the  subject  of  the 
fine,  martial  law,  dke*    He  had  recently  beard  that 


the  Nashville  Union  contained  a  publication  froia 
General  Jackson,  in  which  the  General  gare  the 
lie  direct  to  the  statement  contained  in  the 
pamphlet  to  which  he  referred.  Now,  he  (Mr.  U.) 
knew  something  of  tbe  author  of  this  pamphlet; 
and  he  was  a  man  of  talent,  and  of  the  strictest 
veracity.  He  had  also  seen  the  statement  of 
LoualUer,  and  had  read  it  over  and  over  again. 
When  be  was  on  the  stump  in  1828,  the  fine,  the 
imprisonment  oi  Judge  Hall,  and  all  tbe  facts  con- 
nected therewith,  were  made  the  subject  of  daily 
discussion.  The  statements  contained  in  the 
pamphlet  to  which  he  referred  were  then  corrobo- 
rated hy  General  Jackson's  friends.  Now,  if  the 
fine  was  to  be  returned,  he  wished  to  see  the  facta 
reported  upon  by  a  committee  of  the  House.  If 
be  voted  against  refunding  the  fine,  it  would 
be  for  the  purpose  of  showing  his  condemn- 
ation of  martial  law;  setting  an  example  to  all 
military  men  that  no  such  thmg  as  martial  law 
was  ever  to  be  proclaimed  [A  veicc:  "Except  in 
Rhode  Island**]  in  this  country. 
Mr.  GWIN  then  obtained  the  floor;  bnt 
The  SPEAKER  announced  the  expiration  of 
the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  a  petition  from  Aa- 
burn,  Pa.,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  up  the  orders  of  the 
day — the  till  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  BOWNE,  who  held  tbe  floor,  said  that 
when  he  obtained  the  floor  on  yesterday,  it  was 
more  with  a  view  t^o  end  the  debate  than  for 
any  o«her  object.  He  was  satisfied,  however,  that 
the  motion  which  he  intended  to  have  made  would, 
if  now  submitted,  not  be  sustained  by  tbe  Hooae. 
He  therefore,  on  this  occasion,  rose  to  make  an  ap* 
peal  to  tbe  House;  to  address  its  sober  judgment 
on  the  propriety — nay,  the  necessity — of  bringing  to 
a  termination  this  debate,  in  order  that  it  might 
proceed  to  the  important  measnies  which  had 
been  brought  before  it.  He  had  supposed  that 
the  subject  did  not  need  much  discussion;  that 
the  bankrupt  law  was  already  sufficiently  under- 
stood by  the  Reprc^entatives  and  the  people)  and 
that  the  House  was  prepared  for  action,  and  for 
carrying  out  the  known  will  of  its  constituents. 
He  felt  confirmed  and  justified  in  this  view,  from 
the  fact  that,  at  the  last  session,  when  the  people 
had  not  spoken  so  emphatically  as  now — when 
their  thunders  had  not  rolled  over  the  country,  de- 
claring to  their  Representatives,  in  a  manner  not 
to  be  mistaken,  that  the  law  must  be  repealed,— 
then,  with  hot  haste,  and  by  a  strong  vote,  the  lav 
was  repealed,  so  far  as  the  legislation  of  this  House 
could  go.  Having  given  this  vote,  the  members 
returned  to  their  constituents,  where  the  will  of  the 
people  was  conveyed  to  ibem  through  many  chan- 
nels. Yet,  with  such  facts  before  them«  what  did 
they  witnesa?  The  bankrupt  law  under  discussion; 
and  not  only  its  repeal  delayed,  but  the  public 
business  deferred,  and  a  debate  going  on  upon 
everything  else  except  the  bankrupt  law  1  What 
would  an  intelligent  man  from  abroad— what  would 
the  constituents  of  Representatives  sitting  here  say, 
were  they  to  step  in  and  hear  such  a  debate  as  had 
taken  place,  when  they  understood  that  the  subject 
before  the  House  was  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law?  He  felt  bumbled  and  mortified  at  the  oouse 
which  h^d  been  pursued.  Not  only  bad  the 
rules  appointed  for  the  governance  of  the  House 
hern  violated,  without  any  call  to  order  from  the 
Speaker  or  anyone  else;  but  the  very  courtesies 
of  life  had  been  violated  and  set  aside.  He  did 
not  desire  to  speak  censorioasly,  or  to  judge 
harshly;  and  he  wonld  on  no  account,intentiona]ly 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  memb^  but  be  would 
ask,  is  it  becoming  the  character  of  an  American 
Congress,  Ihe  representatives  of  an  enlightened 
and  free  people,  to  utter— nay,  to  listen  to  the 
language  which  they  had  heard  in  relation  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation?  Why,  the  fish- 
women,  and  the  inmates  of  Five  Pofnts  establish- 
ments,, would  in  vain  endeavor  to  find  in  their 
vocabulary  such  terms  as  had  been  here  poured 
out  upon  the  President.  Was  nothing  dne  to  his 
station?  Was  there  no  respect  left  for  the  highest 
officer  of  the  Go?emment— for  tbe  highest  officer, 
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in  fact,  in  the  world?  Were  any  other  man  be- 
side John  Tyler,  no  matter  how  offensive  politi- 
cally to  him,  holding  that  station,  he  {Mt.  6.) 
wonld  not  ventare  to  indulge  in  sach  language  as 
be  had  heard.  Nay,  what  convinced  him  the 
more,  was  the  fact,  that,  however  members  might 
speak  on  the  floor,  in  the  heat  and  impulse  of  the 
moment,  yei,  when  reported  accorately  in  the  pnblic 
prints,  they  w«re  ashamed  of  their  declarations, 
and  could  hardly  bear  to  be  told  that  they  bad 
ttf  ed  such  language. 

He  did  not  rise  to  become  the  enlogist  of  the 
President.  This  was  neither  ih*  time  nor  the  oc- 
casion for  such  a  thing;  other  matters  were  under 
consideration.  He  had  adverted  to  the  subject  for 
the  pnrpose  of  calling:  attention  to  the  importance 
of  gentlemen  confining  themselves  to  the  rules,  and 
of  proceeding  to  the  business  of  the  people. 

But  he  would  proceed  further.  The  President 
had  not  cnly  been  called  a  low  wretch,  an  un- 
principled craatore,  a  base  man,  iogeiher  with 
other  ignominoufi  epithets;  bnt  we  were  told— and 
he  also  had  it  from  some  of  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  political 
friends  on  this  floor— (hat  the  Administration  of 
John  Tyler  was  such  that  no  Bemocrat  could  ae« 
cept  an  office  Under  it.  Some  of  the  leading  or- 
gans of  the  Democratic  part^  held  the  same  lan- 
guage; and,  strange  to  say,  in  jumlopositum  ta  a 
paragraph  declaring  that  no  Democrat  could  hold 
office  under  John  Tyler,  would  be  found  another, 
declaring  that  the  party  could  not  support  his  Ad- 
ministration because  it  was  surrounded  by  such 
men  as  Daniel  Webster  and  John  C.  Spencer  I 
What  would  these  organs  have  the  President  to  dol 
Di&rmiss  his  cabinet?  Who  would  fill  their  places? 
According  to  the  doctrine  held  out,  no  Democrat 
could  hold  office  under  him  at  all;  and  the  Pr«si* 
dent  would,  therefore,  find  himself  in  .a  strange 
predicament. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  yielded  to  none  in  his  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  his  party;  yet,  if  attach- 
ment or  non- attachment  to  men  was  necessary 
t<»  secure  the  esteem  of  bis  fellows,  he  feared 
he  should  be  thrown  overboard.  Whilst  this 
was  apparently  a  discussion  as  to  whether  the 
bankrupt  law  should  be  repealed,  it  wa«  in 
reality  a  discussion  as  to  who  ^onld  be  Presi- 
dent. What,  he  asked,  did  the  people  care 
who  was  the  President?  What  did  the  masses 
care  abont  the  man  at  the  bead  of  affairs,  so  that 
the  Government  was  well  administered? 

Gfenilemen  on  the  Whig  side  were  desirous  of 
prostraiiog  the  Administration  at  all  hazards. 
They  contended  that  the  Pre»ident  had  violated  his 
faith  and  pledges.  N<»  matter  what  might  be  its 
principles,  these  gentlemen  thought  the  Adminis- 
tration was  to  be  prostrated.  They  declared  to 
the  Democratic  party  that  they  must  avow  their 
adherence  or  opposition  to  the  Administration — 
that  silence  wonld  be  construed  into  support.  This 
appeal  brought  no  fear  upon  him.  Whilst  he  held 
the  same  doctrines  be  had  always  professed,  he 
should,  npon  all  occasions  when  measures  were 
presented  to  him  in  the  capacity  of  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  people,  that  conformed  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  not  be  found  want- 
ing in  his  support  of  this  Administration.  It  would 
make  no  diflference  in  his  course,  even  if  the  tenant 
of  Ashland  were  seated  in  the  Pres^idential  chair. 
Should  the  measilres  of  that  statesman  accord  with 
his  notions  of  political  economy,  he  wonld  as  soon 
support  them  as  if  they  emanated  from  any  of  the 
chiefs  0/  bis  own  party — Martin  Van  Buren,  or 
any  one  else.  Bnt  the  party  had  been  told  that 
it  could  not  rally  around  the  Administration,  be- 
cause Daniel  Webster  was  there — the  great  stum*' 
bling-block.  He  was  amazed  at  these  declara- 
tions. For  himself,  bad. as  he  con.^idered  Daniel 
Webster,  rf  Mr.  W.  would  renounce  ihe  errors  of 
his  ways,  and  come  into  the  Democratic  party,  he 
wonld  be  for  receiving  him  into  its  folds,  as  thou- 
sands of  others  who  had  left  the  old  Federal  party 
before.    [Laoghtcr.] 

Bad  doctrine, say  gentleman.  It  was  his  doctrine; 
and  he,  for  one,  was  not  disposed  to  deny  it;  and 
the  Democratic  party,  with  which  he  ac^d,  had 
reason  to  be  .proud  of  it.  Ay,  to  be  prond  of  it. 
[Laughter.]  When  great  distinguished  old  Feder- 
alists—men noted  for  their  intelligence,  and  with 


talen's  of  a  high  order-^enouDced  the  error'of 
their  ways,  and  joined  the  Democratic  party,  for 
what  reason  should  it  be  said  that  the  doors  are 
closed,  and  there  is.no  admittance  for  yon?  He 
feared,  if  that  rule  had  been  applied  always,  he 
should  have  been  able  to  point  oat  gentlemen  on 
that  floor  who  might  have  been  debarred  entrance, 
and  might  not  have  occupied  ihe  places  in 
the  Democratic  party  which  they  now  bold.  He 
might,  perhaps,  have  a  little  more  feeling  on  this 
subject  than  some  other  gentlemen,  for  he  was 
brought  up  a  Federalist  [laughter,]  of  the  old 
school,  [renewed  laughter,]  by  a  father  who, 
though  not  an  active  politician,- was  too  honest  to 
disown  the  name;  and  he  owned  it  to  this  day,  and 
demised  the  shifting  and  changing  cf  names  which 
had  been  so  often  resorted  to.  He  (Mr.  B.)  did 
not,  until  he  was  24  years  of  age,  enter  the  politi- 
cal arena  at  all;  bnt  when  he  did,  and  when  he 
examined  the  qoestion  for  himself,  he  espoused  the 
Democratic  caute.  He  repeated,  however,  that  he 
was  educated  a  Federalist;  and  if  this  stern,  in- 
flexible course  had  been  adopted,  he  and  others  on 
that  floor  might  have  been  shut  out — entirely  shut 
ont.    [Langhter.] 

And  if  he  were  once  satisfied  that  Daniel  Web« 
ster  had  changed  his  political  creed,  and  was  at 
heart  a  Democrat,  he,  for  one,  would  be  as  willing 
to  receive  him,  as  to  receive  any  other  of  those  dis- 
tingnished  members  of  that  party  who  had  left  it 
before.  [Laughter.]  His  (Mr.  Bowfb'B)  friends 
said  they  could  not  take  him.  He  had  only  to  say 
that  he  spoke  for  himself.  He  spoke  plainly  his 
own  individual  feelings;  and  neither  before  the 
eonnlry,  nor  elsewhere,  did  he  wish  to  have  his 
party  responsible  for  his  views  on  ibis  question. 
He  did  not  know  (nor  did  he  care)  what  evidence 
Mr.  Webster  had  given  of  his  conversion  to  De- 
mocracy. He  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Webster  had 
given  any.  He  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Webster 
desired  or  wished  to  belong  to  the  Democratic 
party;  bnt  he  made  the  remark  in  answer  to  the 
allegation  of  a  gentleman  yesterday,  who  thuught 
there  was  an  insuperable  barrier  between  that  party 
and  the  Administration  and  its  measures.  Now, 
so  far  as  the  measures  of  the  Administration  were 
concerned,  there  were  those  of  which  he  approved, 
and  had  supported;  and,  as  they  came  up,  he  shonld 
act  as  his  judgment  dictated. 

But  while  he  was  attempting  to  reprove  the 
course  which  gentlemen  had  taken  in  this  debate,  he 
had  almost  unconsciously  fallen  into  that  course  him- 
self. [Laughter.]  He  had  only  intended  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  strange  nature 
of  this  debate,  and  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  House 
to  bring  it  to  a  clo^e,  and  to  have  action  upon  it. 
Did  gentlemen  suppose  the  mind  of  a  single  mem- 
ber could  be  enlightened  by  this  debate  on  the 
bankrupt  bill?  Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  a  sin- 
gle vote  conld  be  changed,  if  this  debate  should  be 
still  further  tolerated?  Or,  did  gentlemen  suppose 
that  they  could  escape  a  direct  vote  on  the  qoes- 
tion, or  that  it  conld  be  shoffied  off  entirely  to 
another  session?  Now,  he  would  ask,  were  not 
gentlemen  who  professed  to  be  in  favor  of  a  re 
peal  of  the  bankrupt  law  willing  to  come  to  a  test 
vote  on  the  direct  question?  Or  was  the  policy 
which  he  saw  suggested  some  days  ago,  in 
a  country  paper,  to  be  pursued  by  gentlemen  of 
the  North,  who  were  to  oppose  repeal,  that  the 
Democrats  in  the  next  Congress  might  have  the 
credit  of  repealing  it?  Was  that  to  be  the  policy 
pursued  respecting  a  law  against  which  the  people 
had  uncquivccally  pronounced?  He  hoped  and 
trusted  not.  Let  them  have  a  direct  vote  on  the 
question.  They  well  understood  that  the  people 
desired  to  know  whether  they  intended  to  repeal 
the  law  or  not.  Some  gentlemen  had  said  it  was 
t.i  be  repealed— that  the  decree  had  gone  forth;  but 
as  day  after  day  passed  away,  he  became  more  and 
more  convinced  that  they  should  get  no  ac- 
tion on  this  measure.  Let  but  the  motion 
of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Barnard]  be  carried, 
and  this  bill  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee- 
thirty  days  of  the  session  having  gone,  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  session  only  remaining,  with  the  va- 
rious measnres  before  them  which  called  for  their 
action,  and  which  must  be  acted  upon — and  what 
time  should  they  have,  if  they  protracted  this  use- 


less debate,  to  ae^apon  it  at  a  Aitarc  period?  Wby^ 
if  it  should  go  to  that  committee,  11  might  coma 
back  when  other  measnres  required  all  their  time^ 
and  then  this  bill  wonld  go  precisely  where  its  ene-< 
naies  wished  it  to  go.  He  asked  the  Honse  whether 
they  might  not  then  take  the  qaestion,  and  whether 
that  debate  then  flight  not  cease.  Tbey  h>ard  yes- 
terday— and  he  listened  to  him  with  great  pleasure 
•—the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  M.  Browh  J 
and  his  eoUeagne,  [Mr.  Fsaais,]  who  were  botS. 
gnilty  of  being  so  much  out  of  order,  as  to  discuss 
the  bill  itself.  [Langhter.]  He  (Mr.  B.)  was 
pleased,  because  they  dealt  with  the  subject  can* 
didly  and  fairly.  They  heard  their  arguments  on 
this  subject;  they  heard  die  arguments  on  both  sides^ 
when  the  bill  was  passed,  and  they  had  heard  thent 
through  the  columns  of  the  newspapers;  why,  then^ 
delay?  He  shonld  close  with  the  renurk,  that  he 
hoped  they  would  now  have  action. 

Mr.  BARNARD  was  understood  to  a>sk  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had  said  that 
public  sentiment  called  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law,  whether  the  gentleman  who  succeeded 
him  In.  the  i^presentation  of  his  congressional  dis* 
trict  was  not  an  open,  avowed  advocate  of  the 
bankrupt  law? 

Mr.  BOWNE  was  understood  to  reply  that  he 
believed  he  was;  but  that  was  not  made  a  question 
in  the  late  election..  And  further,  the  gentleman 
alluded  to  was  the  only  advocate  of  the  bankrupt 
law  that  he  had  met  ^Ith  ih  that  district. 

Mr.  MBRIWBTHER  said  if  the  bankrupt  law 
had  not  been  made  a  subject  of  discussion  at  the 
last  election,  it  showed  that  there  was  not  mudi 
trouble  on  that  question  in  that  district.  He  went 
oa  to  state  that  be  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  be  foresaw  that  great  mischief  would 
result  from  the  repeal;  and  be  intended  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  voting  against  it. 

He  then  made  some  passing  remarks  on  the 
speeches  of  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  in 
this  debate;  and  said  the  observations  cf  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Bownb]  verified  the 
distich— 

"Long  an  the  lamp  holdi  out  to  burn, 
The  vllett  sinner  may  return.'' 

Pursuing  that  subject  (he  said)  from  the  givings 
out  on  that  floor,  he  concluded  the  corporal's  guard 
was  much  larger  than  was  generally  supposed;  and 
even  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bowm] 
nught  not  be  very  averse  to  enlist.  The  Demo- 
cratic parly  bad  many  members  who  were  not 
unwilling  to  go  over;  and  at  a  meeting  of  Demo- 
crats, held  on  the  19  th  of  December,  1842,  at 
Frankfort,  in  Kentucky,  (which  was  attended  by 
some  of  the  most  distioguisbed  of  the  Democratic 
parly  of  that  place,)  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted: 

"Reaolvedf  That  Daniel  Webeter  and  John  C.  Bpencer,  the 
brigheet  luminaries  of  the  Whigelcy,  ha^e,  in  their  transit  to. 
DemocracT,  formed  a  halo  of  glory  around  its  principles." 
[Roars  of  langhter] 

According  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
they  were  willing  to  take  as  many  as  would  come. 
But  he  had  another  curious  document  which  he 
wished  to  read.  It  was  a  letter  said  to  have  been 
written  at  the  White  House — at  least,  it  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Union  of  New  York.  One  gentleman 
had  said  something  about  the  voracity  with  which 
the  Whigs  struggled  for  office,  or  of  their  "vora- 
cious maw;*'  but  it  seemed,  from  this  letter,  that 
there,  was  a  good  deal  of  trouble  among  the  Demo- 
crats about  the  offices.  He  then  read  a  letter  from 
the  Union  newspaper,  which  dolorously  depicted 
the  troubles  of  the  President,  and  likened  him  to  a 
man  walking  along  a  road  who  was  met  and 
despoiled  of  hat,  coat,  waistcoat — yea,  and  breeches 
also.  [Eloars  cf  laughter.]  From  this  he  glanced 
at  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Cdsbiho,]  and  the  offering  of  the 
spoils  of  party  at  auction. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  rose,  and  said  the  gentleman, 
from  Georgia  had  repeated  a  remark  which  had 
been  made  several  times  in  that  House,  and  to 
which  he  bad  desirtd  to  reply;  but  he  had  not 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  obtam  the  floor.  He  now 
begged  the  gentleman  from  Gfeorgia  to  put  his 
finger  on  a  single  sentence  in  his  speech  which 
authorized  that  imputation.    [Laughter,  and  eriea 
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of*  Ob,  Ob,  Ob.'*]  He  re  prated  his  request,  tbat  the 
gentleniao  from  Georgia  woaU  ueteot  from  bis 
8pc«cb  a  single  senlence  which  vionld  justify  that 
impQiaiion,  or  a  senteDoe  wbieh  ibie  gebUenkAB 
from  €korgia  wooid  stand  there  and  declare  to  (be 
Honse  was  nnjast  in  piinci^le,  and  ontroe  in 
lact. 

Mr.  MBRIWBTHEa  aaid  the  gentleman  from 
Ifassacbaaeiu  Was  plajring  Ihle  Yankee  with  him. 
H(»  <vas  answering  one  qnestion  by  asking  another. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  be  reyliled  by  n  denial  ibst 
he  bad  said  anything  like  that  which  was  impoted 
to  him. 

Mr.  MERIWRTHEfihadadced  thegeptleraan 
from  Mflsvaobasetts  whether  the  Whig  party  bad 
bid?  And  the  gentleman  asked  him  to  point  to  that 
part  of  his  speech  irhich  said  tbere  was  an  ane- 
tioD.  Perhaps  the  sale  bad  been  postponed.  If  so, 
be  woatd  say  no  more  aboni  it,  farther  than,  if  it 
was,  it  was  not  for  the  sake  of  enconragement 

Bat  be  did  not  think  that  it  was  f4Mr  want  of  ea- 
eooiagement  that  the  sale  ongbt  to  have  been  poet* 
poned;  for  tbey  bad  some  glorioos  bids— not  open 
ernes,  to  besnre,  for  it  wontd  not  do  for  gendemen 
to  bid  openly;  they  must  cover  op  ap^earaaces. 
But  be  wonid  ask,  what  belter  bid  ^ouTd  b«  given 
than  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  who 
■ronld  not  bid  openly,  to  besare;  bnt  **Mark  yon," 
said  be,  "1  won*t  run  against  yoar  constitmional 
fact."  « 

Mr.  C06HINO  asked  leaveJo  makean  eipla- 
nation.  The  gentleman  from  Qeoigia  asked  bim 
if  be  eipeeted  the  Whig  party  to  become  bidden-; 
and,  on  his  adiing  him  what  part  of  his  speech  an* 
tborizddsvcb  a  qnestion,  he  charged  bim  with 
playiag  the  Yankee  on  bim.  Now,  be  would  beg 
leave  to  ask  the  gentleman  the  same  qnestion,  in 
fiobitance,  again;  and  be  expected  a  serious  and 
candid  answer  to  it.  Would  he  put  his  finger  on 
a  single  passage  of  bis  <Mr.  C.*s)  speech  which  be 
considered  unjust  in  principle,  or  untrue  in  point 
oi  fbct.  if  be  did;  be  (Mr.  C  )  would  bring  for- 
ward some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the 
country,  from  the  days  of  the  Revolution  down  lo 
the  present  time,  in  suppoit  of  the  doctrines  there 
advanced. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  thai  be  had  an- 
swered the  gentleman  already,  by  pointing  to  the 
whole  of  his  speech.  He  could  not  lake  time  to 
read  it  through  for  the  gentleman;  but  he  wonid 
aJvii>e  bim,  when  be  went  to  his  room,  to  lakf;  it 
up  aud  review  it  again.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, {Mr.  Wissj  in  endeavoring  to  explain  it 
away  ihe  other  day,  showed  that,  in  bis  opinion,  it 
iPOQired  some  explanation. 

Bui  when  he  was  interrupud,  be  was  going  to 
show  that  there  was  trouble  in  the  Democratic 
c^mp,  and  that  there  was  somebody  at  the  White 
Hon3<*,  or  connected  with  U,  who  would  have  a 
word  to  say  when  the  proper  time  came,  as  inti- 
mated by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
Here  was  a  letter,  from  which  be  would  take  the 
liberty  of  reading  a  few  extracts,  written  from 
somebidy  at  the  W  bite  Honse,  and  published  in 
one  of  the  New  York  papers.  [Mr.  M.  here  read 
;6me  extracts  from  the  letter  he  referred  to,  staling, 
in  substance,  that ''Mr.  Calhoun  was  here,  and  that 
the  writer  never  saw  bim  look  so  well;  that  he 
seemed  uneasy  about  going  into  a  national  con- 
vention, for  fear  that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  was 
more  dexterous  with  the  cups  and  ball«,  might  cheat 
him  out  of  the  nomination."]  Now,  (said  Mr.  M..) 
here  is  an  intimation  that  tbere  is  9ome  dtfficalry; 
bnt  he  wbuld  read  further  on,  to  see  if  there 
wa^  not  some  intimation  of  what  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  threw  out  in  the  course  of  bis 
rpeccb.    Mr.  M.  read  as  follows: 

*1(  a  Biorin  m  brewing  between  the  Whigs  and  the  Calhoun 
men,  the  Administration  has  only  to  remain  tranquil:  and  If 
the  people  will  only  unbone  the  leaders,  no  man  would  be  so 
strong  as  John  Tyler." 

All  this,  Mr.  M.  said,  went  to  establish  the  as- 
sertion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetu—ibat 
Mr.  Tyler  was  creating  a  division  in  the  Demo- 
cratic ranks,  in  his  own  favor.  We  have  b«aid 
(said  Mr.  M.)  the  confessions  of  the  North  wing 
of  the  party;  bnt  we  have  heard  nothing,  as  yet, 
from  the  Soatfaern  wing.  He  trusted  that,  before 
this  debate  closed,  they  should  hear  the  confessions 
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of  that  wing  aUo.  All  these  divisions  io  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  certainly  showed  some  signs  of  their 
defeat.  Why  did  they  keep  so  many  candidates  in 
the  field?  Why  did  tbey  not  bring  out  their  man, 
and  adtocate  his  pretensions  to  the  Presidency?  It 
was  said  that  tbey  were  waiting  for  a  national  con- 
vention to  reconcile  tbeir  differences  about  men, 
and  concentrate  the  opinions  of  the  party  on  some 
paiticolar  candidate.  He  would  not  venture  upon 
a  prophecy;  but  tbere  was  one  thing  he  should  not 
be  surpriaed  at^and  that  was,  that,  when  the  con- 
vention should  be  held,  tbey  sbould  nominate  Dan- 
iel Webster  for  the  Presidency,  and  John  G.  Spen- 
04»r  for  the  Vice  Presidency-.>who,  according  to  the 
Kentudcy  resolutions,  which  he  had  just  read,  had 
cast  a  halo  of  glory  around  the  principles  of  De- 
mocracy. 

A^  be  remarked  when  be  set  out,  be  voted  for 
the  bankrupt  bill,  and  voted  for  its  repeal;  but  be 
should  now  vote  against  the  repeal.  Numbers 
had  taken  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  ac^  who  bad 
been  driven  to  it  becaose  their  debtors  first  availed 
themselves  of  it,  and  in  this  way  drove  them  to 
bankruptcy.  It  would  be  cruel  and  unjust,  there* 
fore,  to  deprive  them  0/  the  benefits  of  the  acS  af. 
ter  they  had  been  ruined  by  itx  operation.  He 
should,  therefore,  vote  against  the  repeal  on  these 
grounds,  if  tbere  were  no  others  to  sustain  it.  Mr. 
M.,  in  conclusion,  contended  that  the  act  did  not 
in  its  operations  violate  existing  contracts,  and 
was  not  an  ex  paU  facto  law  in  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  PICKENS  desired  to  detain  the  House  but 
a  few  moments  in  relation  to  this  subject.  He 
was  aware  that  it  bad  been  sufficiently  discussed, 
and  be  woold  be  pleased  to  see  an  early  action 
upon  it.  Were  he  to  legislate  according  to  the 
feelings  of  his  heart,  and  the  sympathies  of  his  na- 
ture, he  would  not  deny  to  those  unfortunates  who 
seek  for  the  benefits  of  this  law  the  relief  that  it 
would  give  ihem.  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr.  Dawsoh,]  ihe  only  Democrat  who  voted  for 
this  law,  said  the  other  day  all  that  could  be  said 
in  nn  favor.  He  confessed  (Mr.  P.  paid)  that  all 
the  sympathies  of  bis  nature  were  deeply  roused 
by  the  gentleman's  warm-bearted  and  feeling  ad- 
dress; but  be  did  not  stand  here  to  legislate  accord- 
ing to  his  feelings,  nor  to  give  relief  to  a  particular 
class,  at  the  expense  of  ibe  Constitution  of  his 
country.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  a  bankruf  t 
law  could  not  be  framed  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution;  and  this  brcogbthim  to  the  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  this  part  of  the 
subject.  The  gentleman  asked  why  this  law 
shou.d  now  be  repealed,  since  the  Constitution 
gave  to  Congress  the  express  power  to  pasv  a  bank- 
rupt law.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  that  the 
power  was  given  in  the  Constitution,  but  he  al- 
ways considered  it  as  the  mo^t  dangerous  one  that 
could  be  exercised.  That,  and  the  clause  giving 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  were  the  most 
dangerous  and  uncertain  powers  in  the  Constitu- 
tion— powers  of  which  be  always  thought  that  Con- 
gress should  be  exceedingly  cautious  and  strict  in 
tbeir  construction  when  exercising  them.  When  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  inserted  the  provision  in 
it  in  rr  lation  to  bankruptcy,  they  must  have  bad  in 
view  its  meaning  as  it  was  thru  understood 
from  Baglisb  law  and  English  decisions.  All 
know  the  statute  of  Henry  VIII,  and  bow 
extremely  limited  it  was  in  its  provisions.  It 
was  intended  to  apply  to  swimllers,  and  dishonest 
traders  only  who  become  bankrupt,  and  to  make 
them  place  their  atstts  at  the  di^^posal  of  their 
creditors.  That  law  was  the  foundation  of  all  the 
Engliiib  laws  on  the  subject  made  since  that  time ; 
and  there  was  some  doubt  whether  they  had  not 
done  more  harm  than  good.  If,  then,  there  were 
just  grounds  for  complaint  against  the  system 
in  a  country  of  limited  extent  like  England, 
with  a  consolidated  Qovernment,  how  much  more 
likely  would  it  be  to  operate  injuriously  in  a  c  nn- 
try  like  ours,  of  diversity  of  intereirts  and  pursuits, 
and  of  twenty-six  independent  sovereigntiet^? 

Mr.  P.,  after  some  further  remarks,  went  on  to 
argue  against  the  principle  of  voluntary  bankrupt- 
cy in  the  present  law.  He  knew  that  it  had  been 
said  that  there  was  but  litle  difference  between  an 
insolvent  law  and  a  bankrupt  law,  and  the  opinion 


of  the  Attorney  General  bad  been  given  in  support 
of  this  awnmption;  bnt  Mr.  P.  contended  that  tkece 
was  a  broad  distinction  between  them.  The  in- 
solvent law  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  ihe 
debtor;  while  the  bankrupt  law  was  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  the  creditor,  and  to  prpvide  that  the 
assets  of  hia  debtor  should  be  paid  over  for  his  use. 
Now,  when  a  bankrupt  law  contained  within  it  the 
voluntary  principle  of  bankruptcy,  allowing  the 
debtor  at  his  option  to  relieve  himself  from  his  ob« 
ligations  to  hia  cgrediiors,  it  was  nothing  but  an  in- 
solvent law,  and,  therefore,  entirely  out  of  the 
meaning  of  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  referred 
to.  He  wontd,  therefore,  make  the  act,  if  he 
passed  one  at  all,  in  strict  conformity  with  Um 
meaning  of  bankruptcy,  as  it  was  understood  at  the 
time  the  provison  on  the  subject  was  inserted 
in  the  Constitution:  the  meaning  of  banknipiey, 
as  laid  down  in  Blackstone,  was  precisely  the 
one  that  be  would  be  goverend  by.  He 
thought  that  the  present  law  was  nncon- 
Ytiintiona];becanae  it  clearly  interfered  with  exisiifig 
contracts,  and  clearly  an  ex  poat  fade  law;  and  be 
held  that  gentlemen  who  supported  it  were  boood 
to  argue  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  imerfere  widt 
contracts,  and  make  an  ex  poU  faeio  law.  In  faet, 
a  gentleman  at  the  last  session  did  take  sock 
grounds;  and  what  was  his  argument?  Why,  that 
Congress  could  interfere  with  contracts,  becaaR 
the  power  was  prohibited  to  the  States.  This  wis 
a  perfect  solecism,  and  an  argument  he  never  ex- 
pected to  have  beard.  He  had  thooght  that  this 
was  a  Government  of  limited  powers,  and  coafioed 
within  the  provisions  of  a  written  Constitntioa. 
But,  if  such  doctrines  prevailed,  it  would  sweep 
within  the  powers  of  the  Ft deral  Government  all 
the  contracts  within  the  country,  all  the  relatioas 
between  debtor  and  creditor,  and  nearly  all  the 
transactions  of  private  life.  Were  gentknen 
aware  of  the  tfemcndous  powers  they  claimed  for 
the  Federal  Government,  by  adopting;  such  an  ar- 
gument as  this?  Credit  and  confidence  betweea 
man  and  man  would  be  broken  op.  No  man 
would  trust  his  neighbor;  and  all  business  wooid 
be  destro3ed,  if  it  should  be  decided  that  the  Fed* 
eral  Government  could  s:ep  in  and  interfere  with 
contracts,  releasing  the  debtor  from  the  obligations 
he  bad  entered  into,  and  thereby  depriving  the 
creditor  of  a  portion  of  bis  property.  If  gentlemen 
took  it  on  thi&  ground,  they  were  compelled  to  tike 
the  argument  that  this  Government  can  interfere 
with  contractj,  and  pass  ex  post  foolo  laws.  It 
was  a  powei^ihai  would  shake  the  very  foundations 
of  civilized  society;  and,  of  course,  it  was  not  granted 
to  Ibis  Government  by  the  framer.'tof  the  Consiiin- 
tion.  It  was  on  this  ground  principally  that  be  wis 
in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  law.  It  bad  been  argoed 
that  it  should  be  retained,  because  all  the  barm 
that  c  uld  be  done  under  it  had  been  done  already, 
and  that  there  were  numbers  who,  having  been 
driven  into  bankruptcy  by  it,  were  now,  in  justice, 
ent.tled  to  its  benefits.  Much  bad  been  said  to  ex- 
cite the  commiseration  of  the  House  for  this  elass 
of  unfortunate  persons.  Though  he  loved  the  at- 
tribute of  mercy,  he  was  still  bound  to  do  justice. 
He  would  not  do  evil  that  good  might  follow.  He 
was  fordoing  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all,  and 
Would  nor,  for  the  sake  of  iodulgmg  in  the  kindly 
feeiiLgs  of  bis  nature,  trample  on  the  Constiiatioa 
o\  hi«  country.  Mr.  P.  next  went  into  an  arga- 
meut  against  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  to  include  banks  and  other  corpora- 
tif^K^  in  the  provi.Mons  of  the  bankrupt  law.  He 
A  ked  if  the  gentleman  had  reflected  on  the  alarm- 
ing cotisequcnces  that  would  follow  the  successfol 
teiiiiination  of  bis  motion*  What,  he  asked,  woald 
bt'  If  ft  to  the  States,  if  this  proposition  should  be 
carried  into  effect?  Their  churches,  tbeir  railroads, 
tbeir  school  corporations,  and  private  chattered 
companies  of  every  description,  would  be  swept 
away.  He  wat  as  much  opposed  to  banks  as  any 
gentleman  on  that  floor, .  and  bad  assailed 
them  with  all  the  energies  of  which  be  wss 
capable,  when  other  gentlemen,  who  were  now 
so  ready  to  attack  them,  quailed  under  tbeir 
power.*  He  was  utterly  and  irreconcilably  op- 
posed to  them;  but  he  would  not,  for  the  sake  of 
getting  at  them,  sweep  away  that  noble  instrument, 
on  which  our  liberties  rest.    Look  at  Alabama, 
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whose  State  Bank  is  a  part  of  ber  fioancial  system. 
Look  at  South  Carolina,  which  was  largely  ioter- 
esied  in  her  hanks.  Would  gentlemen  have  these 
to  be  placed  at  the  mercy  ot  tbe  Norihern  and 
Eastern  banks,  to  sne  out  commissions  of  bank- 
ruptcy against  them,  and  drag  ihem  down  to  ruin? 
What  would  be  ihe  effect  of  such  a  provision  on 
the  banks  of  the  South  and  Southwest?  Exchanges 
were  generally  against  ihem»  and  in  favor  of  ihe 
Northern  and  Northeastern  banks,  and  they  would 
be  placed  at  the.  feet  of  New  York  and  New  Eng- 
land. Tbe  provision  the  genileman  sought  to  in* 
troduce  would  b<*,  in  cfiVct,  a  tremeodons  bank  of 
the  United  States,  with  branches  in  tbe  North  aod 
Bast,  having  tbe  power  to  ruin  the  Southern  basks 
at  their  pleasure.  Having  said  all  that  he  intended 
to  say  on  the  bill  before  tbe  House,  he  would  now 
biieflj  touch  on  the  incidental  subject  that  bad 
been  brought  forward  in  the  debate. 

The  genileann  from  Massacbuseita  the  other 
day  made  a  yery  extraordinary  speech;  and  that 
speech  had  been  quoted  variously  by  different 
members  on  that  floor,  as  well  as  by  the  public 
press.  He  did  act  know  that  be  understood  the 
geatiesBau  exactly;  but  if  he  meant  to  say  (as 
charged  against  him  by  several  gentlemen,  and 
by  tbe  newspapers)  that  the  power  and  patronage 
of  the  Qovernment  were  to  be  beM  for  the  purpose 
of  soisiaining  the  Admioisiration  in  office,  and  for 
paltini;  down  and  putting  up  political  aspiranis,  be 
coold  only  aay  to  the  gentleman  that  he  trampled 
such  doctrines  with  scorn  under  his  feet.  The 
gentleman  knew  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  stood  up  here  in 
opposition  to  power  ai/d  patronage,  when  it  re- 
quired some  nerve  to  do  so;  and  he  now  could  not 
be  diverted  from  tbe  line  of  conduct  his  princi- 
ples had  marked  out  for  him,  either  by  fear  or 
favor.  He  wanted  nothing  from  any  Administra- 
tion, and  would  fearlessly  Jo  his  duty  to  his  coun- 
try and  the  people  be  represented,  without  looking 
to  any  Administration  for  its  approbation.  N(  t  that 
he  had  any  objection  to  the  present  President  of  the 
United  Siaiesn;  on  the  contrary,  he  respected  his 
eharacter  and  his  integrity.  He  had  bren  abused 
and  traduced  grossly  and  unjustly,  and  he  bad  his 
(Mr.  P.'b)  sympathies  on  that  account. 

He  would  fky  to  the  gentleman  from  Massacha- 
selt%  that  be  rejoiced  to  see  him  standing 
in  the  position  in  which  he  now  stood.  He 
wonld  do  the  gentleman  the  credit  of  saying 
that  he  bad  always  had  a  leaning  to  Demo- 
cratic principles.  [A  laogh.]  He  bad  great 
cause  to  congratulate  the  country,  and  the  gentle- 
man himself,  that,  atlhough  he  had  been  the  most 
violent  ultra— thot>gh  he  had  been  actually  so 
foil  of  rancorous  abuse,  that  even  he  (Mr  P.) 
bad  shuddered  with  fear,  [laughter,] — though  the 
gentleman  and  a  colleague  of  his  (another  of  the 
guard)  bad  been  so  violent  in  denunciation  that 
be  (Mr.  P.)  bad  actually  shuddered  lest  he  should 
be  robbed  of  his  »eat— yet  he  had  now  cause  to  con- 
gratulate them  that  they  had  at  last  embraced  tbe 
irutb.  He  did  not  believe  they  were  leaving  the 
traib;  because,  according  to  the  adage,  **truih  was 
mighty  and  would  prevail,*'  and  that  could  hai'dly 
he  said  of  tbe  cause  they  were  leaving.  The 
Greeks  well  uoder.stocd  the  frailty  of  poor  human 
nature.  They  reprfsentrd  the  Goddess  of  Wisdom 
with  a  crown  upon  her  head,  clothed  with  the 
trappings  of  power,  and  siting  in  imperial  state. 
They  sought  to  make  her  attractive.  They  well 
und«r«tood  nature  when  they  represented  Wisdom 
invested  with  the  trappings  and  symbols  of  power. 

Be  woold  not  say  the  gentlemen  only  loved  truth 
because  presented  to  them  in  this  form;  but  he 
'>wcntd  say  this — that  tbo&e  gentlemen  wiib  wh6m 
he  (Mr.  Picksms)  acted,  acted  upon  broad  princi- 
pte§:  and,  as  to  ihe  divisions  which  were  supposed 
to  exi^i  In  tbe  Republican  party,  he  knew  nothing 
of  them.  He  did  not  believe  that  any  serious  di- 
VK(tdAs  existed.  He  beh«v<Hi  there  were  no  divis- 
ions but  such  as  nugbt  be  reconciled,  with  prudence 
juad  judgment.  He  could  see  no  cause  for  the 
least  want  of  harmony.  They  stood  upon  the 
broad  priaciplea  of  the  Constitution. 

He  would  tell  the  gentlemen,  that  one  of  the 
principlet  njpon  which  he  would  not  be  ftnind  har- 
monizing with  them,  was  the  question  of  free  trade. 
Xl>e  bank  ^nestioii  he  considered  dsad;  bat,  as  to 
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this  question  of  free  trade,  he  would  tell  the  gentle- 
men— those  who  may  come  into  pow^r — let  them 
c  >me  in  as  they  may,  the  banner  of  fr^e  trade  will 
wave,  whether  on  the  part  c(  the  Admtnistrarion 
or  of  the  oppcsitiour  Those  principles  which  were 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
would  prevail. 

Did  they  ask  for  favoi?  No,  sir.  He  ceutd  as- 
sure them,  (and  there  were  gpntlemen  there  who 
knew  the  fact,)  that  if  he  had  thoaght  proper  to 
fawn  and  flatter,  he  could  have  borne  tbe  trappings 
of  ofliee;  but  he  scorned  to  dress  himself  In  the  ' 
livery  of  any  man,  he  eared  not  what  power  or 
what  patronage  he  might  wield.  He  went  for  his 
country — for  the  OonsUtntion  of  his  country — the 
eoBStttation  and  rights  of  South  Carolina  against 
the  world.  [A  laugh.]  He  would  be  unworthy 
of  tbe  plaqe  he  occupied,  if  he  could  have  suflbred 
his  mouth  to  be  munled.  He  contended  not  for 
the  sake  of  paltry,  party  triumph.  No:  he  scorned, 
he  despised  the  thought;  it  was  for  the?e  great  prin- 
ciples which  ii  had  been  the  pride  and  glory  of  his 
life  to  contend  for. 

As  fcr  the  divisions  in  the  Whig  party,  he  knew 
nothing  about  them;  others  were  batter  informed. 
He  could  only  say  that  he  felt  a  sincere  sympaUiy 
for  them.  They  came  into  power  under  the  most 
abandoned  and  profligate  principlesi  and  now  they 
were  about  to  be  dissolved,  without  much  regard 
to  principle.  [Laugt^ter.]  In  reply  to  the  famous 
Kentucky  ora'or,  he  won  14  say  they  (the  Whigs) 
were  standing  aghast  at  the  handwriting  on  tbe 
wall  which  proclaimed  their  euilt. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  he  presumed  no  man^  read- 
ing the  reports  of  the  debates  in  that  House,  could 
suppose  that  they  were  discus»ing  tbn  bankrupt 
bill.  He  could  tell  them  what  the  feeling  of  tbe 
country  was  in  relation  to  ihe  repeal  of  the  baak- 
rupt  law,  and  in  regard  to  the  insincerity  which 
had  marked  the  proceedings  of  the  majority  there. 
The  bankrupt  bill  bad  always  been  in  a  minority; 
it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  13  or  17  votes;  and 
afterwards  taken  up  by  means  of  a  caucus,  and 
passed  by  a  minority — live  members  standing  be* 
bind  the  columns,  ilnd  refu^'ing  to  vote.  Tbe  bill 
passed  against  the  known  wilt  c.f  the  people  of  the 
United  Stater — airainst  the  will  of  those  who  sent 
the  members  of  that  House  to  Congrrs'>.  And 
he  would  tell  those  gentlemen,  by  whose  votes 
it  passed,  that,  when  they  returned  home  and 
met  their  couKtituenis  face  to  face,  they  found 
that  it  was  lor  their  interest  to  return  here,  and 
vote  for  its  repeal,  before  it  could  go  fairly  into 
effect.  They  now  found  themselves  called  upon 
by  tbe  country  to  repeal  tbe  bankrupt  law.  Tbey 
were  now  in  the  very  same  condition  that  they  were 
in  last  year,  in  regard  to  the  pay  of  members.  All 
were  in  favcr  of  the  repeal  of  the  bill,  and  yel 
Ibey  could  never  get  a  dozen  votes  in  its  favor. 
If  gentlemen  supposed  the  people  would  not  un- 
derstand them,  they  were  greatly  mistaken.  He 
would  now  .«ay  a  word  to  the  Democratic  party; 
for,  thank  God,  he  stood  in  a  situation  where  be 
cared  not  whether  ho  pleased  or  displeased  either 
party.  [A  taugh.]  He  had  paid  so  at  hrme,  and 
he  repeated  it  here.  A  p!agtie  on  the  heads  of 
both.  He  would  now  tell  the  gentlemen  what  was 
the  condition  of  the  Democrat  c  party.  Everyman 
rf  Ihem  was  aoxionx  to  have  the  bill  passed, 
but  did  not  want  to  lake  the  responsibility  of  voting 
fiTits  repeal;  desiring  to  throw  all  the  odium  pos- 
rible  on  the  Whig  party  for  having  votf  d  for  its 
passage.  And  now  ihey  say  you  do  not  intend  to 
repeal  it,  but  intend  to  keep  up  tbe  divisions  and 
dissensions  which  «xist  here.  He  would  lay,  then, 
tp  the  Democrats,  Do  not,  when  you  go  home, 
charge  it  upon  the  Whig  party  that  they  were  un- 
willing to  repeal  the  law.  Yo«  know  that  ycu 
said  at  the  last  session  you  were  oppose.-)  to  it;  if 
so,  walk  up;  let  us  have  no  humbugging;  walk  up 
to  the  work, 'and  rep#»al  it.  He  (Mr.  P.)  clearly 
saw  that  the  law  was  not  going  to  be  repealed  in 
that  House;  and  the  only  hopes  he  had,  were,  that  a 
bill  would  come  from  the  Senate  for  its  repeal. 

Gentlemen  said,  strike  out  the  voluntary 
clauf^e.  But  did  not  gentlemen  Fee  that 
that  would  be  perfectly  useles??  Did  they 
not  suppose  that  it  would  be  an  ea^y  thing  for  a 
man  to  go  to  some  g;ood  /ritnd,  and  say,  Force  me 


ibto  batikniptcyl  M^ght  not  anraii  compel  his  cred. 
?ror  to  ddre  hiii  imh  in^oXtihULty  banhrftjitcy? 
All  systt^ih^  connected  wi*h  this  sort  of  t>u»kM)6a 
were  liable  to  fraud.  He  believed-  he  had^fokea 
very  plainly  ih  regard  to  this  matter,  Hk' held  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  every  Deuocrhfin  thitH6u««  to 
walk  rf^ht  up  and  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  t>f  11; 
He  belie vM  that  nine  out  of  (en  of  all  parties 
were  really  in  favor  of  iu  repeaU  H^  had-  not 
impugned  the  motives  of  any  one;  he  had  bU4  ex- 
pressed his  own  opinions. 

He  had  heard  a  good  deal  aheut  ptfitrng  up 
the  Administration  at  auction.  He  ^ouM  itek  Ihe 
gemlem^tt  ^bat  they  had  to  ofl^r  them  in  ease  ihey 
should  cofaie  forward  arid  repeil  ih«  baiihrupi  tawl 
It  was  thtK  most  laughahle  thing  he  b^d  ever  heani 
of.  What  would  the  gentlemeh  pt4  iheiti?  Did 
they  mean  to  go  upoh  tfe  cir^dft  system?  H^  (MK 
P.)  was  not  disposed  to  sell  htmself  U^oti  credit; 
[Laughter.]  He  wouM  tell  the  Wbigshow  U  was 
possible  for  them  as  a  party,  bavitiji  amon^t  fh^ta 
men  of  intelligence,  of  taet,  of  Ingenuity,  t^  p^rmH 
themselves  to  be  dirawn  into  such  a  debate  as  ^his. 
Would  th^y  acknowledge  that  the  genileman  from 
Massachusetts  tMr  CuiBiNo]  might,  at  any  time  ha 
chose,  drhw  them  into  a  debate  which  lA'ofd  end  in 
their  defeat  as  a  party?  They  had  been  accu^wd  ot 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House;  but  to  allow  suctk 
a  debate  as  this  to  go  on,  ^ad  to  continue,  daf  alt*  r 
day,  talking  about  Captain  Tyler  and-Deiiioeraey^ 
without  doittf^  anything,  was  the  greatest  tb*se  of 
time  that  had-  yet  occurred.  He'  gav^  tb«m  bit 
advice  fteely:  be  did  aeH  intend  to  charge  tbeiit 
anything  foi^  it  [A  Iko^h.]  There  were  somB 
few  on  whom  the  re^ponsibilitf  would  fRlll  the? 
could  gain  itothing  by  it  politieaily-^tbey  ecft\6  not 
injure  tbe  Admiti^raiioo.  -  They  might  butt  their 
heads  against  it;  but  they  #ould'bk  likely  re  get 
their  brains  knocked  out,  if  they  had  any.  [\ 
laugh.]  When  he  acted  wf^h  the  Whig  party,  he 
never  fought  with  shadowi — ^he  had  sought  out 
the  substances,  and  eombiitted  ihem.  The  over- 
throw of  that  party  he  should  aitribuie  to  hi^  hav- 
ing left  them.    [A  laugh  ] 

He  knew  not  exactly  what  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushino]  intended  to  intimate, 
in  tbe  declaration  made  by  him  to  the  House  a 
few  days  since;  but  he  knew  that  his  friend  ha4 
5ome  peculiarities  of  expressioii.  [Laoghter.)  He 
wl«ibed  he  could  imitate  his  compressing  aad  con- 
densing power  of  style;  for  his  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts could  put  into  one  sentence  what  other 
men  would  occupy  a  whole  speech  with.  But  was 
it  wonderful  that  he  should  nave  said  that  persons 
connected  with  this  Administration  would  bavA 
.'ometbing  to  say  in  the  next  presidential  eleeitont 
Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  his  (Mr.  P.^y)  tongue 
could  be.  kept  still?  [Laughter.]  Did  tbey  Rop- 
pose  that  Daniel  Webiter  wonld  say  nothing?^- 
that  man  whom  they  were  constantly  braying  at  as 
wolves  at  the  moon?  [Laughter.]  Did  they  sop- 
pose  that  Jfohn  C.  Spencer  would  say  nothing?^— 
that  his  friends  from  Mas<(acbusetts,[Mr.  Cushino] 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  and  himself,  as  well  a^ 
others,  would  say  nothing?  [Laughter  )  ITity— 
he  could  assure  the  gentleman — were  accustomed 
to  have  scmr thing  to  ^ay;  and  he  hoped  they  would 
not  be  denied  that  poor  privilege.  He  cared  not 
who  might  be  the  candidate,  nor  bow  much  might 
be  said  about  political  consistency  or  inconsist- 
ency. 

He  then  went  into  a  series  of  remin»8ce^^es  of 
scenes  in  the  House  during  the  late  campaign— 
tbe  caliinv  of  tbe  previous  question— the  eoUr^c 
pursued  by  the  geutlennan  ft-om  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Pickens]  in  that  contfst-.the  remarks  make 
by  Messrs.  Vanderpcel  and  Droo^goole.  He 
next  proceeded  to  C4»mment  upon  an  article  in  the 
November  number  of  the  Democratic -Review,  in 
which  tbe  exchequer  was  condemned,  and  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  the  sub-Treasury  recommended  with 
modi^eatirns.  This  writer  in  the  Democratic  Re- 
view, who  always  wrote  with  j^ense,  proposed  that 
there  should  be  h  separate  vault  In  the  sub^ireasv- 
ry  for  private  depositee;  certificates  to  be  sold  at  a 
small  premtum,  in  order  lo  •'  aetcmmoda»e  the 
people.^  Hence,  be  drew  the  iaferenoe  that  the 
exchequer,  in  its  essential  features^  was  popular 
with  the  Demooratio  pwty. 
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Mr.  RiVfid  said  he  certainly  did  not  fee)  it  to 
ba  at  all  nreetsar/  to  foHow  ibe  fleoator  from  Mis* 
osiippifBhfe  tery  extraordinary  reargament.  The 
only  thing  4hey  had  anything  t6  do  with  was  the 
question,  Fo^  what  parpo&e  was  the  map  prodaeed 
by  th^  Senator  from  Missoori?  It  would  be  re  col- 
lected that  \tiia  was  ihfe  gist  of  the  whole  matter. 
And,  nnHI  fie  betfd  the  remarks  of  ihe  Senator 
from  OhioV[Mr.  Tapfah,]  be  bad  supposed  that 
the  whole  Sefnate  aj^reed  with  him  in  ihe  opinion 
that  k  was  fo^  the  purpose  of  coniradietiDg  and  in- 
▼alidatiiSjg  thte  map  already  in  ihtf  |$osse»sion  of  the 
Senate.  It  appealed,  however,  accordiDf;  lo  the 
starement  now  made  by  the  Senator  from  Mis* 
'  soun,  that  it  had  been  produced  by  him,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  contradiction  and  invalidating 
the  other,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
nap  was  no  secret;  that  it  had  been  produced  long 
before;  that  there  bad  been  no  new  discovery. 
What  was  it  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  said  was 
bis  impression  as  to  the  object  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  in  producing  the  mapl  Did  he  .not  say, 
as  was  said  by  him,  (Mr.  Rivas,)  yesterday,  that 
its  production  was  not  to  prove  there  was  no  seeret 
in  the  matter,  but  to  invalidate  and  rebut  the  au- 
thority of  the  one  prodaeed  as  the  map  of  Doctor 
Franklin.  He  (Mr  Rivks)  was  far  from  saying 
that  he  might  not  have  been  led  into  error,  as  well 
as  other  meiAbers  of  that  body;  but  he  certainly 
thought  be  m^gSt  claim,  at  the  hands  of  the  Sen- 
afe,  the  acknowldlgment,  in  bis  justification,  that, 
if  he  hid  been  led  itnto  error,  ft  was  an  error  com- 
moii  t6  almost  the  whole  of  the  body. 

The  compiajnt  of  the  Senator  from  'Missouri 
seemed  to  be,  that  be  (Mr.  Rives)  had  stated  ihe 
prod  action  of  the  map  by  the  Senator  to  have  b^en 
for  the  purpose  of  invalidating,  falsifying,  and 
contradiciing  l|ie  other.  This  was  the  whole  ques- 
tion. And,  though  he  (Mr.  R.)  would,  when  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  assured  them  that 
SQch  was  not  his  object,  be  very  unwilling  lo  as- 
sert the  oopirary;  yet  he  felt  it  due  to  himself,  and 
to  th^  Senate^  to  say  that  such  was  his  impression, 
and^  be  believed,  t^e  impression  of  a  large  majori- 
ty of  the  Senate/ 

The  Senator  Uwa  Missoqrl  now  said  that  his  ob- 
ject was  not  to  falsify  a^d  invalidate  the  map  of 
Dr.  Franklin.  Bui  wh^i  did  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  say?  He  said  the  object  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  MiMjOori,  according  to  his  impression, 
w#s  to  rebut  a^id  /aJsify  the  map  of  Dr.  Franklin. 

He  (Mr.  R.)  fc;lt  it  was  Uue  to  himself  to  en- 
tec  a  little  inlo  Ibe^e  circuipstances,  to  »how  how 
,  qatoral  it  wag  for  him  and  other  Senators  to  enter- 
tain the  iu^pression  which  he  did.  Why  should  so 
much  stress  have  been  laid  on  the  map  coming 
from  Mr.  Jefferson's  collection?  Why  the  remark 
of  the  Sepator,  underrating  the  red  line — that  any 
]itil6  school  q^iss  might  have  traced  it?  Why  the 
insinnatioji  that  the  microscopic-dotted  line  was 
the  true  boundary,  and  not  the  broad  red  one? 
Surely  he  could  not  have  mistaken  the  object  of 
the  honorable  Senator.  He  had  been  assured  by 
several  Senators  that  they  had  a  distinct  recollec- 
tion of  the  circumstances,  and  that  they  ai^reed 
with  him  in  the  opinion  he  bad  expressed;  and 
when,  ibjerefore,  he  found  himself  arraigned  apon 
that  floor  for  making  a  statement  not  justified  by 
the  occurrence,  he  felt  he  had  a  right  to  stand  upon 
his  jastificatjon,  and  to  say,  that  if  there  had  been  a 
mistake,  it  was  not  his  fault,  but  was  owing,  per- 
haps, to  the  precipitate  manner  in  which  the  whole 
matter  had  gone  on.  All  be  had  to  say  was,  if 
there  had  been  a  misapprehension,  it  was  a  misap- 
preheasion  that  was  natural,  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  Senator  from  Missouri  was  gener- 
ally very  distinct  in  stating  bis  views  and  opinions 
upon  any  subject;  and  he  (Mr.  R.)  was  the 
more  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  be  could  not 
have  been  mistaken  on  this  occasion,  from  (he  cir- 
cumstance that  several  Sonators  had  collected 
about  him  to  examine  the  two  maps;  and  they  had 
all  pronounced  that,  instead  of  the  one  being  a 
contradiction  of  the  other,  it  was  precisely  the  con- 
trary. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  he  was  not  to  be 
drsgg<*d  away  from  the  question  of  fact  by  any 
issue  as  to  opinions  or  inferences.  He  would  ad- 
beie  to  the  simple  question  of  fact.    Yesterday  he 


had  confined  himself  to  the  statement  made  by  the 
Senator  in  his  printed  speech.  He  would  do  so 
now.  He  should  not  be  driven  from  that  by  any 
diversion  of  the  question  to  opinions.  He  would 
again  read  the  Senator^s  own  words.  They  were 
in  his  printed  speech: 

'The  Benator  who  produced  it  [the  map]  could  see  nothing 
but  the  microscopic  dotted  line  running  off  in  a  northeasterly 
direction;  but  the  moment  other  eyes  were  applied  to  it,  there 
was  found,  in  bold  relief,  a  airong  red  line,  indicating  the  limits 
of  the  United  Biales  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  coin- 
ciding, minutely  and  exactly,  with  the  boundary  traced  on  the 
map  of  Mr.  Sparks." 

Now  the  point  he  made  yesterday,  and  to  which 
he  would  confine  himself  today,  was,  that  the 
fact  was  not  as  ^t«ted  in  the  passage  just  read. 
He  asserted  that  the  fact  wa<  not  so,  in  ths 
pr«sence  of  forty-eight  Senators.  In  the  pres- 
ence of  these  forty-eight  Senators,  hi5  statement 
was,  that  the  facts  were  not  as  represented  in 
those  words:  that  he  cwld  sec  something  else 
besides  the  ''microscopic  dotted  line;"  that  be  did 
see  something  else — that  he  saw  the  broad  "Mrong 
red  line"  before  any  other  Senator  saw  it  on  that 
occasion,  and  that  it  did  not  require  "other  eyes" 
to  be  "applied"  to  the  map  to  discover  that  broad 
"strong  red  line,"  to  have  it  made  known  to  the 
Senate  that  it  was  in  existence.  What  he  asserte<1 
was,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  •*oiher  eyes" 
to  make  that  discovery;  for  the  moment  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Sparks*s  secret  was  divulged,  he  (Mr. 
Bbnton)  proclaimed  aloud  that  '*here  was  the  very 
same  red  line.**  Here,  then,  was  the  question  of 
fact.  It  lay  between  the  assertion  of  the  printed 
speech  he  had  quoted,  and  bis  own  assertion 
now  and  yesterday  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
Senate;  and  that  assertion  was,  that  he  did  see 
something  else  besides  the  microscopic  dotted 
line — that,  instead  of  anything  like  concealing  or 
not  knowicg  of  the  broad  *'strong  red  line,"  he 
proclaimed  it  aloud;  and  that  his  proelama'ion  vt 
it  was  the  first  announcement  to  the  Senate  of  the 
line  on  this  map  corresponding  with  the  line  al- 
luded to  by  Mr.  Sparks.  The  first  intimation  to 
the  Senate  of  the  existence  of  that  line  on  this  map 
was  made  by  bim  to  the  Senate — and  that  loudly, 
fo  that  every  one  could  hear  it.  The  fifAi  inti- 
mation did  not  come  from  any  other  per^^on.  He 
had  stated  this  yestsrday.  The  Senator  from  Yir^ 
ginia  did  not  then  reply  to  this  assertion.  He  tock 
twentr-four  hours  to  con- iier  the  matter,  and  ik)w 
he  came  forward  with  opinions  and  inferences  to 
answer  facts.  His  (Mr.  B.*s)  assertions  were  of 
facts,  and  nothing  but  facb.  He  was  met  with 
nothing  but  assertiT>n8  of  opinion  and  infereoces. 

Mr.  KlVES  said  the  controversy  between  him 
and  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was,  as  the  Senator 
stated,  as  lo  a  question  of  fact;  and  he  did  not 
mean,  any  more  than  the  Senator,  that  the  attcn* 
tionof  the  Senate  should  be  diverted  from  what 
was  the  true  and  material  question  of  fact 
between  them,  by  any  special  pleading.  That 
question  was — for  what  purpose  did  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  produce  the  map  from  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son*s  collection,  in  executive  session?  He  says  it 
was  to  prove  that  Mr.  Sparks^s  map  was  no  jecr«/, 
by  producing  a  map  from  Mr.  Jefi*ersonV5  collection 
corresponding  with  it.  On  the  contrary,  I  as- 
serted, as  I  believed,  that  the  S:nator  prodtjced 
the  map  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  collection  to  con- 
tradict and  falsify  Mr.  Sparkb's  map,  by  ex- 
hibiting one  of  superior  authenticity,  which  he  sup- 
posed to  conflict  with  it;  but  which,  when  examin- 
ed, tnrned  eut  to  sustain  it  by  a  most  remarkable 
coincidence.  Having  always  supposed  that  this 
was  (he  real  object  of  the  Senator  fVom  Missomi, 
in  the  production  of  the  map  from  Mr.  JefiTerson's 
collection,  in  which  he  had  signally  failed  in  the 
view  of  the  whole  Senate  at  the  time,  I  felt  and 
expressed  great  surprise,  as  mentioned  by  the  Stn- 
atvr  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Wilkkr,]  that,  in  the 
printed  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  a  dif- 
ferent tarn  had  been  given  to  the  aff'air;  and  it 
there  seemed  as  if  the  sole  object  of  the  Senator, 
in  producing  the  map  from  Mr.  Jefferson^  collec- 
tion, was  to  show  that  Mr.  Spatks's  map  was  no 
secret,  and  that  one  exactly  like  it  bad  long  exist- 
ed in  the  public  Library  of  Congress!  Now,  sir, 
this  was  all  new  to  me,  and  I  supposed  it  lo  be  so 
1  to  the  Senate.     This,  then,  is  the  oaly  material 


point  at  issue.  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  how- 
ever, chooses  to  take  out  a  solitary  sentence  from 
my  speech,  separating  it  entirely  from  ibe  contexr, 
and  insists  upon  reading,  in  a  literal  sense,  a  figur- 
ative expression  relative  to  a  subordinate  and  im- 
mkterial  circumstance.  I  will  recipe  the  whole 
paragraph,  as  it  stands  in  the  speech, 'to  the 
Senate: 

"A  map  has  been  vauniingiy  paraded  here,  from  Mr.  Jeffer. 
son's  colleciion,  in  the  zeal  of  opposition,  (without  caking  citne 
to  see  what  it  was,)  to  confront  and  invalidate  the  map  Ibimd 
by  Mr.  Sparks  in  the  Foreign  Office  al  Paris;  but,  tjie  moment 
ii  is  examined,  it  is  found  to  sustain,  by  the  moat  pieciae  and 
remarkable  correspondence  in  every  feature,  the  map  commu- 
nicated by  Mr.  Sparks.  The  Senator  who  produced  it,  cootd 
seenoihini;  but  the  microscopic  dotted  line  running  off  in  a  north- 
easterly dire-tion;  but  the  moment  other  eyea  were  npplioA  lo 
it,  there  was  found,  in  bold  relief,  a  strong  red  line,  iodicatiog 
the  limits  of  the  United  tSiaten  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  coinciding,  minutely  and  exactly,  with  the  iMundary  traced 
on  the  map  of  Mr.  Sparks.  That  ihia  red  line,  sad  dm  the 
hardly  visible  dotted  line,  was  intended  to  repreaent  the  limits  uf 
the  United  States  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  iaconclusfve- 
ly  shown  by  the  circumstance,  that  the  red lioe  la  drawn  Wi  tfae 
map  all  around  the  exterior  boundary  of  the  United Biaur,-> 
through  ihe  middle  of  the  Northern  Lakes,  thence  through  the 
Long  Lake  and  the  Rainy  Lake  to  the  Lake  ol  the  Wooda;  and 
from  the  western  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  the  Wooda  to  cbe 
river  Miasissippi;  and.  along  that  river  to  the  point  where  the 
boundary  of  the  United  Slates,  accordiog  to  the  treaty  of  peace, 
leaves  it;  and  thence,  by  its  easterly  course,  tethe  mouth  of -the 
St.  Mary's,  on  the  Atlantic." 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  plain  gUl  and  sabslaace 
of  this  paragraph?  Why,  that  the  Senator  had, 
in  the  zeal  of  opposition  at  the  moment,  produced 
)he  map  from  Mr.  Jeflferson^s  collection,  to  '*con* 
front  and  iuvalidae"  llr.  Sparks^j  map,  which, 
however,  upon  examination,  sustained  it  by  a 
most  remarkable  and  striking  coincidence:  that 
the  Senator  disregarded  the  strong  red  line,  and 
fixed  upon  a  microscopic  dotted  line,  running  off 
in  a  nonheasterly  direction,  as  intended  to  repre- 
sent the  true  boundary;  bat  that,  in  fact,  the  red 
line^  and  not  the  microscopic  dotted  line,  was  in- 
tended by  the  coDstruclcr  of  the  map  lo  represent 
the  liiDiLs  of  the  United  Siates,  according  to 
the  treaty  of  peace;  and  this  I  proceeded  to 
.show,  by  the  face  of  the  map  itself.  The 
Senator  ccn tends  that  he  did  ^ee  the  red 
line,  and  annopnced  it  to  the  Senate  while  I 
was  upon  the  floor  in  the  midst  of  my  speech. 
Now,  I  have  only  to  say,  thai,  if  he  did  so,  I  did 
not  hear  ii;  and  it  is  not  remarkable,  under  the  cir- 
cumsiancv?,  that  1  did^ot.  But,  sir,  did  not  the 
Senator  do  all  he  could  to  discredit,  to  hold  for 
naught— in  effect  to  obliterate,  to  expunge  the  red 
line  as  the  boundary  intended  by  the  constructor  of 
the  map?  Why  did  the  Senator  tipeak  of  it  as  a 
colored  demaicstioo,  j^bichany  school  miss  might 
have  made?  Did  not  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
earnestly  in-ist  that  the  'microscopic  dotted  line,** 
and  not  the  red  line,  was  intended  to  represent  the 
true  boundary?  And  upon  this  point,  I  would  ap- 
peal distinctly  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi.  [Mr.  Walrbb,  from  bis  seat, 
said  he  did.] 

In  regard  to  the  material  fact  of  the  purpose  for 
which  the  Senator  from  Missouri  produced  the 
map  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  collection,  1  understand 
the  Senator  from  Mis  issippi  [Mr.  Walker]  to 
have  already  stated  the  concurrence  of  his  recollec- 
tion with  my  own,  to  wit:  that  the  map  was  pro- 
duced to  rebut  and  falsify  Mr.  Spaik&V*  map,  and 
not  to  prove  that  Mr.  Sparkb*.^  map  was  no  acrtt. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,] 
who  took  a  distinguished  part  in  the  proceedings 
on  the  treaty,  and  who,  in  his  printed  .^^peech,  has 
referred  to  the  same  5ubjeci,  yesterday  stated  to  the 
Senate  that  his  recollection  al)d  impression  of  the 
occurrence,  in  regard  to  every  material  fact, 
concur  entirely  with  the  representation  1  have  given 
of  it.  So  far  as  has  yet  appeared,  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  is  the  only  member  of 
the  Senate  wborse  impression  of  the  transaction 
seems  to  concur  throughout  with  the  version  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  has  f  iven  to  it.  There  are 
obviouf  reasons  why  Senators  should  not  find  it 
very  agreeable  to  make  themselves  volunteer  par- 
ties to  a  controversy  of  this  sort.  I  can  only  say, 
that  I  have  not  conversed  with  a  single  one  of 
them  (and  I  have  conversed  with  many,  since  the 
discu<^8ton  of  yesterday)  who  does  not  bear  out 
my  recollection  as  to  every  material  fact  of  the 
case,  going  to  demonstrate  the  object  with  which 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  produced  the  map  from 
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Mr.  Jefltasoa^  coltcetion,  in  secret  session,  and 
his  sif  n»l  failure  in  that  object,  wkicb  made  too 
strong  a  tentalicfi  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  the 
tiiae,  to  be  readily  forgotten  by  any  who  were  wit- 
Beaees  of  the  scene.  The  Senate,  in  whose  pres* 
ence  ihis  traasaction  passed,  are  the  only  compe* 
tent  triers  ot  the  fad:  and  to  their  conscioas  knowl- 
edge and  recoilectioDfof  what  occnrred,  1  leave, 
wiih  nnshaken  confidence,  the  jastificalion,  in 
every  material  particaiar,  of  the  representation  I 
have  given. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  will  bring  this  matter  to  a 
point.  I  wili  not  niftke  a  speech  about  opinions. 
i  want  the  facts  only.  The  Senate  will  recollect 
that,  at  the  time  of  (he  cccarrence  about  these 
maps,  I  had  not  »poken  on  the  subject  of  the 
trec^ty.  It  was  the  next  day  that  I  made  my  arga- 
meat.  So  that,  so  far  from  its  being  part  of  that 
Vgnmeiit,  the  argument  itself  was  not  made  till  the 
day  after  the  occurrence.  When  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  had  gone  through  his  exposition,  aad  pro- 
duced what  he  called  our  attentiun  to  as  a  grand 
secret  ot  state,  the  moment  i  beard  what  ii  was,  I 
proclaimed  the  red  lines  on  this  map.  I  said  aloud, 
**Here  are  yonr  red  lines — it  is  no  secret  at  all." 
Yes,  sir,  I  proclaimed  it  from  my  seat — '^Here  are 
yonr  red  lines."  Aod  so  identical  were  tbey  in 
both  maps,  that  I  con  Id  not  but  think,  for  some 
time,  thiry  were  the  same.  I  did  produce  the  map 
to  rebut  Mr.  Sparks.  First,  to  show  that  his  grand 
s^te  Secret  was  no  secret  at  all;  and,  next,  to  &bow 
that  there  was  no  evidence  in  it  that  Doctor 
Franklin  drew  the  red  line  which  Sparl*s  relied 
upon  as  bis.  Any  schoolboy  or  girl  miieht 
make  it  was  well  as  Dr.  Franklin.  1  did  pro- 
duce (he  map  to  destroy  the  inferences  drawn  by 
Mr.  Sparks;  to  show  that  bis  secret  was  no  secret; 
and  that  there  was  not  a  particle  of  evidence  in  it 
that  Dr.  Franklin  ever  knew  anything  about  it.  I 
do  not  complain  of  .gentlemen  entertaining  opin- 
ions or  drawing  inferences;  but  I  do  complain  of 
statements^  being  made  as  facis»  which  are  the  re- 
verse of  facts;  and  to  keep  to  this  point  I  shall  read 
again  Ihe  words  in  the  printed  speech  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia.    They  are: 

*'TI)«  Senator  who  prodoced  it  (the  map]  could  set  nothing 
6ut  ihemicr9aeapie  a^tted  Une  running  on  in  a  northeaMemly 
direction;  bui  the  moment  other  eyea  werp  applied  to  it,  there 
was  fotand,  io  bold  relief,  a  strong  red  line  indicating  the  limite 
of  the  United  Btatee,  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  coin* 
cidiDf  minutfely  and  exaaly  with  tha  tK)undary  traced  on  the 
map  ofMr.  Sparks." 

Here  is  the  point  of  whirh  I  do  complain— that 
/  ce«M  fuft^  or  would  not,  see  the  *'»trong  red  line;" 
but  eottid,4and  did,  see  the  microscopic  dotted  line, 
which  I  pressed  upon  the  Senate  as  the  true  bound* 
ary,  concealing  the  "strong  red  line."  I  com-^ 
plain  of  the  assertion  for  fact,  that  not  until  "other 
eyea"  were  applied  to  the  map,  was  it  discovered 
ibit  a  "strong  red  line"  was  on  it,  corroborating 
the  line  on  Sparks's  map.  Now,  on  this  question 
of  fact,  1  appealed  yesterday  to  forty -eight  Sena- 
tors, who  were  present  on  the  occasion,  that  I  was 
Che'  first  to  proclaim  from  my  table,  '*Here  are  your 
red  lines."  Oa  this  question  of  fact,  1  slated  yes- 
terday, in  the  presence  of  those  forty  eight  Sena- 
tors, who  must  know  the  truth,  that  1  took  my 
stand;  aad  I  will. not  now  be  driven  from  it.  I 
stand  now,  as  well  as  then,  on  the  question  of  fact, 
that  I  did  not  wait  for  "other  eyes"  to  see  this 
'sirong  red  line."  These  are  questions  of  fact  on 
which  I  take  my  stand;  and  nothing  that  has  yet 
Wen  .said  can  drive  me  from  it. 

Mr.  RIVBS  said  he  certainly  did  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  say  anything  further  upon  the  subject. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  must  know  that  they 
were  speaking  in  the  presence  of  gentlemen  who 
were  well  aware  of  all  the  circumstances.  His 
(Mr.  R  *s)  belief  was^  that  his  representation  of 
the  trAttsaction  was  thoroughly  borne  out.  If  the 
Senate  would  not  decide  between  them,  the  Sena- 
lor  must  be  left  to  entertain  his  own  opinion. 

Mr.  BBNTON.  I  will  read  the  words  over 
ag^in.    I  stick  to  the  words,  sir: 

'*The  Senator  who  produced  it  Lihe  map]  couid  see  noUdnM 
hut  the  mlcroflcopic  dotted  Hoe  running  ofl*  in  a  northeasterly 
dle«eclCMi$  but  the  nrtoment  other  eyes  were  applied  to  it,  there 
was  ftMind,  In  bold  relief,  a  strong  red  lino,  iadicating  the  HmiCB 
of  the  United  States  according  to  the  treaty  of  pence,  and  coin- 
eiding  mioately  and  exactly  with  the  boundary  traced  oq  the 
map  of  Mr.  Sparks/* 


Mr.  RIVES.  Will  the  Senator  be  f>o  gooi  as 
to  read  the  whole  paragraph  from  the  beginningi 

Mr.  BBMTON.  I  make  no  complaint  about 
that  part.  I  complain  oply  of  the  assertion  in  the 
part  I  have  read,  and  that  assertion  I  deny.  Yes, 
air,  I  deny  the  assertion.  I  deny  it  in  the  presence 
of  forty-eight  Senators,  who  know 

The  CHAIR  interposed  to  say  that  the  whole  of 
this  was  quite  irregular. 

Some  indicatioBs  of  a  desire  to  continue  the  con* 
troversy  were  manifested;  but  the  Chair  called  the 
Senate  to  order  by  the  usual  knockiog  of  the 
hammer  on  the  table,  and  other  business  pto* 
ceeded. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relation;^,  to  which  numerous  memorials  upon  the  < 
subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  settle 
the  claims  for  French  spoliations  committed  prior 
to  1^00 j  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

OREGON  BILL. 

The  bill  to  auihoiize  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Territory 
of  Oregon,  for  extending  certain  portions  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  Statee  over  the  same,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  this  was  a  bill 
which  involved  the  most  important  consequences; 
and  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  therefore, 
that  it  should  be  examined  with  great  care,  to  see 
whether  its  provi^ions'accorded  with  existing  treaty 
stipulatioui. 

Mr.  LINN  remiiked  that  the  bill  did  not  conflict 
with  treaty  stipulations. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  further  remarked,  that  its  pro- 
visions should  be  examined  with  great  care,  and 
compared  wih  treaty  stipulati(;ns.  In  the  negotia- 
tions which  led  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty, 
there  was  correspondence  of  great  ability,  which 
went  fully  into  the  so bjeci;  and  he,  for  one,  was 
desirous  to  Uok  a  little  more  into  that  correspond* 
ence  before  giving  his  vote  for  that  bill.  He  would, 
therefore,  either  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
or  to  fix  a  day  for  its  consideration,  as  might  best 
suit  the  wishes  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Limn  ] 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  would  prefer  that  the  bill 
should  be  passed  over  informally.  He  disliked  the 
fixing  of  any  particular  day  for  its  consideration, 
because  other  business  would  be  almost  certain  to 
get  precedence  oTer  it. 

It  was  finally  agreed,  however,  that  its  considera* 
tim  should  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Murphy  was 
then  read  the  third  tifii^,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness} and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TnuasoAT,  January  5, 1843. 
Mr.  A.  C.  DODQE  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  be  inetruct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  neceesity  of  eo  amend, 
ing  the  act  approred  29lh  of  August  last,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  aetiiement  of  certain  account*  for  ihe  support 
of  GoTernment  in  the  Territory  of  Wiacousio,"  dtc,  as  to  au* 
tliorise  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  Territories  of  the 
United  States  to  employ  a  wflleieot  number  of  officers  and  as- 
Histauisfor  the  transaction  of  the  public  busineAi,  and  to  regu- 
late their  per  diem  compensation  so  that  it  shall  not,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, exceed  ihe  sum  of  three  dollar^  per  day  to  each,  and 
that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.^ 

Mr.  HOPKINS  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw,  from  the  files  of  the  House,  the  papers  of 
Sally  McCraw,  of  Grayson  county,  Virginia, 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which,  upon  his 
motion,  Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

He  also  offered  a  resolution  directing  the  same 
committee  ta  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  pro- 
priety of  reporting  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  William  Howell,  for  his  services  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  pa- 
pers accompanying  it  were  also  referred. 

Mr.  MARCHAND  pfesented  a  petition  pf  J.  M. 


Carpenter  and  108  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
repeal  of  the  banlrnpt  law. 

THE  APPORTIONMENT  ACT. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  introduced  a  bill  to  sus-  ^ 
prnd  the  operation  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  for 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  in  Congre«S| 
according  to  the  sixth  census. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  as  follows: 

A  BILL  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  sixth  census."    . 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreoenta* 
tives  of  I  he  United  StcUee  of  America  in  Congreee  aoeembled. 
Thai  the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  several 
Stales,  accordiog  to  the  sixth  census,"  approved  June  25, 1842;  ^ 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended,  so  far  as  the  same  may 
htbci  the  election  of  any  person  who  has  been,  or  may  be, 
chosen  to  serve  as  a  Representative  in  the  twenty-eighth  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  hoped  it  would  now  be  en- 
grossed and  passed.  [Cries  of  "No.**]  He  moved 
that  it  he  printed.  • 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr  J.  CAMPBELL  said  he  srfaoold  like  to  submit 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  bill.     [Cries  of  *'No."] 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  CROSS  iutroduced  a  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  the  title  to  certain 
tracts  of  lard  in  the  State  of  Atkansas,  approved 
11th  August,  1843i"  which  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the 
heirs  of  Qeorge  Yates,  deceased,  compensation  fo|[  his  services 
as  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  HALSTED  introduced  a  bill  **lo  regulate 
the  mode  of  taking  testimony  in  ctnte^-ted  elections, 
and  for  oiher  purposes."  Read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

DUELLING  IN  THE  NAVV. 

Mr.  STRAITON  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  be  insirucf. 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  for  the 
suppression  of  duelling  in  the  navy. 

Mr.  M.  A.  COOPER  introduced  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  ivssuing  of  a  land  patent  to  John  E|.  How- 
ard*, which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Laud  Claims. 

PUBLICATION    OF   THE    ACTS    OP   CON- 
GRESS. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted: 

Reeolved^  That  tlie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  21st  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  approved  26th  August,  1842,  entitled  "An  aot 
making  appropriation  for  such  necessary  objects  as  have  been 
usually  included  in  the  general  appropriation  bills,  without  au- 
thority of  law,  and  to  fix  and  provide  for  certain  Incidental 
expenses  of  the  departments  and  oflices  of  the  Oovernment, 
and  for  other  purposea,"  as  prohibits  the  Secretary  of  State 
from  publishing  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  any  newepa. 
per  except  those  published  in  the  city  of  Washington;  ^nd  that 
said  committee  also  inquite  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  tor  a  more  extensive  publication  of  the  acts  and  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  in  the  English  and  German  languages. 

MAIL  ROUTE  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  mail  route  from  Rutherfordton,  by  the  Ready  Patch  Gap 
and  Edneyville,  to  Headeiaonviile,  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  CUSHING  objected  to  further  business  of 
this  sort. 

The  committees  were  then  called  on  for  reports. 

Mr.  JAMBS  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  C.  Johnson:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  ^EAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  sundry  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act,  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  House  would  come  to  a  vote  to* 

day. 
The  SPEAKER  said  the  business  of  the  morning 
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boor  was  first  in  order,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Qwin]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

GENERAL  JACKSON*S  FINE. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [lir. 
Bowne]  directing  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
report  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  Gen. 
Andrew  Jackson  in  1815,  together  with  an  amend*, 
menl  thereto  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 

[Mr.  BAfiNARD  ] 

Mr.  GWIN,  who  held  the  floor  from  yesterday, 
addressed  the  Hoose  in  favor  of  the  risolution. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Meriwether]  had  declared  his  intention 
to  TOte  for  the  bill  to  repay,  wiih  interest,  the  fine 
imposed  on  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  by 
Judge  Hall.  The  gentleman  also  invoked  action 
on  the  bill  this  session.  He  (Mr.  G  )  was  glad  to 
hear  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  not 
only  vote  for  the  bill,  but  urge  early  action  upon 
it.  He  hoped  ilie  gentleman'8  zeal  would  not 
abate  under  the  iofluence  of  party  drill;  for  such 
certaialy  were  not  the  feelings  or  intentions  of  his 
party  associates  on  this  floor.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was 
of  opinion  that  the  dominant  party  in  this  Home 
intended  to  give  the  go-by  to  the  bill;  and,  for  that 
reason,  he  had  urged  iho  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Bowhe]  to  introduce  the  resolution  now 
iinder  discussion.  It  was  a  resolution  of  instruc- 
tion, which  could,  by  a  call  of  the  yeas  and  naysr, 
test  the  sense  of  the  House  whether  there  should 
be  action  on  this  subject  this  session  or  not.  His 
reason  for  believing  that  no  action  would  be  had 
on  the  bill  this  session,  was  founded  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  go-by  was  given  to  it  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress.  The  subject  had  been  refer 
red  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session.  Before  action  could  be  bad  u^on 
it  in  committee,  a  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mxdill] 
bad  to  move  instructions,  by  a  resolution  similar  to 
the  one  now  under  consideration.  Tbe'resolution 
was  not  adopted;  but  it  brought  the  bill  out  of 
committee,  and  it  was  re/erred  to  the  Commit(ea 
of  the  Whole.  There  it  was  permitted  to  sleep  for 
three  months.  At  leagtb,  after  every  important 
public  bill  had  been  disposed  of,  he  (Mr. 
G.)  had  tried,  from  day  to  day,  to  get  this 
bill  up  in  committee  Tor  consideration;  but  the 
majority  pertinack)usly  refused  to  take  it  np. 
He  at  length,  to  test  the  sen&e  of  the  House, 
moved  to  make  it  the  special  order,  and  called 
the  yeas  and  nays.  A  majority  of  the  members 
present  voted  to  make  it  the  special  order;  bat  not 
two-thirds,  as  required  by  the  rule;  and  his  motion 
was  lost.  But  in  five  minutes,  (the  Hou^e  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,)  he 
was  able  to  catch  the  chairman's  eye,  and  moved 
to  take  up  the  biil.  The  majority  on  yeas  and 
nays,  that  had  existed  but  a  few  minutes  before, 
suddenly  vanished,  when  the  only  test  of  their  sin- 
cerity was  a  vote  by  tellers;  and  he  failed  to  get  it 
ofif  the  table.  Well,  sir,  how  stands  the  question 
now?  The  President  has  recommended  to  Con- 
gre&t  to  pass  a  bill  refunding  that  money  to  Gen- 
eral Jacks-'on.  Instead  of  referring  that  portion  of 
the  message  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (where 
the  bill  of  the  last  session  now  is,)  it  was,  by  a 
party  vote,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
What  had  been  the  action  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject  he  had  no  means  of  knowing.  He  had  in- 
quired of  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  learned 
that  it  was  in  the  keeping  of  a  member  now  ab- 
sent from  the  city,  and  there  was  no  telling  when 
the  committee  W9uld  act  upon  it.  Uoder  these 
circumstances,  the  subject  had  been  brought  before 
the  House  in  its  present  form,  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  the  wish  of  a  majority  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject this  session,  or  give  it  the  go-by,  as  was  done 
at  the  last.  From  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Meriwether,]  he  had  some 
hopes  that  the  bill  would  not  only  be  acted 
on,  but  passed.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had  a  few  words 
to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Underwood.]  Toat  gentleman  had 
referred  to  an  anonymous  publication  that  had  ap- 
peared in  a  Kentucky  paper,  over  the  signature  of 
'*A  Kentuckian,''  reviewing  the  declaration  of  mar- 
tial law  at  New  Orleans  by  General  Jackson.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  vouches  for  the  correct- 


ness of  this  publication  s?  far  as  it  refers  to  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  says  the  writer  is  a  gentleman  of  high 
standing  and  fine  talents. .  The  gentleman  al$o  le* 
ferred  to  a  letter,  written  recently  by  General  Jack- 
son, pronouncing  many  of  the  statements  of  this 
writer,  in  regard  to  his  acts  and  conversations  at 
New  Orleans,  false.  But  for  the  endorsement  giv- 
en by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  this  anony- 
mous writer'j  statements,  and  the  eulogy  he  had' 
pa.ssed  upon  him,  he  would  not  at  this  time  have 
alluded  to  them,  being  willing  to  leave  the  author 
and  bis  statements  where  General  Jackson  had 
placed  them.  As  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
had  introduced  the  subject  into  the  House,  and  as 
these  numbers,  signed  *'A  Kentuckian,"  had  been 
published  in  a  pamphlet  form,  and  placed  on  the 
table  of  every  member,  he  (Mr.  G.)  thought  he  was 
justified  in  referring  to  it,  and  showing  to  the 
House  that  the  writer  was  entirely  mistaken  in 
some  of  the  facts  be  had  relied  on  to  support  his 
attack  upon  General  Jackson.  In  the  first  place, 
he  had  asserted  that  Gen.  Jackson  "had  proclaim- 
ed martial  law,  and  caused  it  to  be  enforced  upon 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  by  either  thrust- 
ing them  out)  or  keeping  them  out,  of  their  legisla- 
tive halls  by  an  armed  force.''  This  is  not  true. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  occurred. 

Again,  he  says:  "That  the  order  for  the  arrest,  al- 
though made  on  the  day  of  publication,  was  not 
executed  until  the  6th.  On  the  5th,  Judge  Hall,  of 
the  United  States  court,  acting  upon  misinforma- 
tion as  to  his  being  then  under  arrest,  issuefl  a  writ 
of  habeas  ecrpva  to  have  him  brought  before  the  court. 
Finding,  on  a  renewal  of  the  application  next 
day,  that  the  writ  had  been  prematurely  issued, 
and  never  acted  on,  the  Judge,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  trouble  of  writing  a  new  order,  and  for 
no  other  conceivable  motive,  altered  the  date  of 
the  order  to  the  6th,  and  redelivered  it  to  the  officers.'* 
Here  (said  Mr.  G  )  is  a  tissue  of  errors — to  apply 
no  harsher  epithet  to  them.  Lonallier  was  arrested 
on  the  5rh  of  March.  The  petition  for  the  writ  of 
habeas  eofpw  was  made  out  on  that  day.  It  was 
granted  on  the  same  day,  the  Judge  instructing 
Louallier's  attorney  to  notify  General  Jackson  that 
he  had  applied  for  the  writ.  The  attorney  accord- 
ingly wrote  to  the  General  on  the  same  day,  (the 
Sh,)  notifying  him  of  his  application  for  the  writ. 
On  the  same  day,  Judge  Hall  was  arrested.  After 
his  arrest,  General  Jackson  learned  that  the  Judge 
had  mutilated  the  record  in  the  case,  by  altering 
the  date  of  the  petition  for  the  writ  made  by  Lou- 
allier'j  attorney,  as  well  as  his  own  order.  He 
sent  for  the  clerk,  and  asked  him  if  this  was  true. 
The  clerk  answered  in  the  affirmative,  produced 
the  papers  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  and  showed 
the  alterations.  This  was  oh  the  5th  of  March; 
and  the  petition  for  the  writ  of  habeas  eorpus,  and 
the  order  of  the  Judge  granting  if,  were  altered  to 
the  6th;  thus  showing  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
Judge  Hall  to  make  it  appear,  from  the  record, 
that  he  was  arrested  on  the  5th  for  an  act  not  per- 
f<  rmed  until  the  day  after.  Let  the  motive  of 
Judge  Hall  he  judged  of  leniently  or  harshly,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  he  committed  forgery  in  altrring 
the  date  of  the  petition,  even  supposing  he, had  the 
right  to  alter  the  date  of  his  own  order. 

The  writer  goes  on  to  say  that  an  order  was  also 
issued  for  the  arrest  of  Judge  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Dick,  the  United  States  attorney;  that  Dick  was 
arrested,  but  Lewis,  from  some  unexplained  cause, 
was  not.  This  is,  no  donbt,  an  error  also.  He 
'  (Mr.  G.)  h&d  had  occasion  to  examine  the  docu- 
ments connected  with  this  case,  with  some  care; 
and  he  never  before,  heard  of  the  arrest  of  Dick, 
or  the  intention  to  arrest  Judge  Lewis. 

The  writer  further  states,  that  *<on  this  same  6th 
of  March,  (General  Jackson  wrote  to  the  British 
commander,  notifying  him  that  he  bad  received 
information  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
peace."  This  is  not  true.  General  Jackson  never 
wrote  such  a  letter  to  the  British  commander,  nor 
did  be  receive  notice  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  until  the  13ih  of  March.  He  also  alludes 
to  a  publication  made  at  the  time  by  Judge  Hall, 
and  makes  quotations  from  it.  Such  publication 
may  have  been  made,  buthe  never  heard  of  it  before. 
He  would  make  no  farther  reference  to  the  errors 
in  fact  in  this  publication.    His  ^nly  motive  for 


alittdisg  to  it  at  all,  was  to  counteract  any  impres- 
sion that  might  be  made  upon  any  member  (f  the 
House  from  the  endorsenient  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  whose  high  atandiDfia  the  Hooaa 
for  integrity  and  honor  none  acknowledged  mora 
cheerfully  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  did. 

In  conclusion,  (Mr.  G.  said,}  he  waa  indifferent 
as  to  the  disposition  the  House  made  of  the  reso- 
lution. The  object  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  woold 
be  accomplished,  if  it  should  be  speedily  brought 
before  the  House  for  its  action. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  he  had  regretted  to  per- 
ceive, in  the  course  of  the  converaation,  rather  than 
the  debate,  which  had  taken  place  on  this  snbjeet, 
the  least  possible  indications  of  any  tendency  to 
refer  this  question  to  party  or  personal  controver- 
sies. He  equally  regretted  to  perceive  mere  tech- 
nical questions— be  meant  questions  appertaining 
to  legal  disputes  which  bad  occurred  in  Lonisiana 
at  the  time  of  these  incidents — that  they  should  in 
like  manner  be  deemed  material  to  the  question 
which  arose  on  this  bill,  or  the  resolntion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bowra  ]  He 
thought  the  question  iniroked  the  Honse  to  regard  it 
under  an  aspect  far  more  interesting  to  them,  aad 
with  reference  to  considerations  which  he  shoald 
hope  would  preclnde  division  in  that  House,  and 
lead  to  unanimity  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill.  He  eonld  not  but  recall  to  mind  that  they 
were  then  on  the  eve  of  the  anniversary  of  that 
victory  of  New  Orleans— *one  of  the  greatest  events 
in  the  history  of  enr  country;  and  which  (whatev- 
er might  be  the  differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
personal  incidents  in  the  event — whatever  ques- 
tions there  might  be  in  regard  to  the  political 
views  of  him  who  was  the  hero  of  that  day) 
was  an  event  which  covers  the.  name  of  our 
country  with  imperishable  laurels;  and  he  would 
it  were  possible  for  that  Hooee  and  for  t(iat  Con- 
gress (if  that  bill  were  to  be  passed,  as  he  hoped 
it  would)  to  cast  avide  all  the  lesser  considerations 
on  which  he  had  touched,  to  take  up  the  bill  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  pass  it,  and  to  make 
the  aimiversary  of  the  victory  t>f  New  Orleans  a 
day  to  be  sanctified,  in  the  action  cf  this  House,  by 
a  restoration  of  the  amount  of  that  fine  to  Andrew 
Jackson.  [Cries  of  **Gh>od."]  And  he  intended 
to  propose  to  the  House  (if  they  were  ready  to 
welcome  and  act  on<uch  a  proposition)  a  method 
by  which  the  subject  might  be  accomplished;  for 
there  were  many  of  them  ther^-*it  might  be  a  ma- 
jority of  that  House— who  had  had  oeea<ion  to 
condemn  certain  of  the  administrative  aets  of  that 
individual.  But  he  had  ceased  to  be  the  President  of 
the  United  States— -be  was  no  longer  the  director 
of  the  administration  of  this  country — he  bad 
passed  from  the  theatre  of  public  action  here,  to  be 
an  historical  personage,  not  only  in  this  country, 
but  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  it  became  them  to  regard 
that  man,  and  to  regard  this  measure,  above  all 
things,  in  relation  to  an  historical  personage  aad  lo 
the  honor  of  the  country  as  connected  with  that  great 
event,and  not  in  regard  to  the  changeful  vieis^itttdei 
that  might  embarrass  the  mind,  airouse  the  passions, 
or  gather  around  him  either  the  reproach  or  ap- 
plause of  the  transitory  party  passions  of  the  hour, 
for  there  was  one  thing  which  was  remarkable  in 
that,  and  another  incident  in  the  recent  history  of  our 
country,  that  signalized  it  to  the  world«  Let  the 
House  cast  its  recollections  back  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  twenty-five  years'  war  which  burst 
upon  the  world  with  the  French  Revolution,  Look 
at  the  history  of  England  during  those  twenty-five 
years;  pass  upon  the  events  of  the  victorious  career 
of  that  great  power;  and  remen^ber,  whether  in  the 
East  or  in  the  West^-in  Asia,  iii  Africa,  or  in 
Europe — that  the  whole  career  of  that  great 
power  during  the  whole  of  those  twenty-five  years 
was  one  of  almost  unchecked  victory  and  glory. 
On  the  ocean,  there  were  the  victories  of 
Trafalgar,  and  Copenhagen,  and  the  Nile,  to  show 
that  wherever,  in  the  seas  of  Europe,  a  British 
fleet  encountered  her  enemy,  it  wa«  to  add  new 
splendor  and  lustre  to  the  crots  of  St.  George. 
Follow  her  on  land.  It  waa  not  merely  on  the 
plains  of  India — it  was  not  merely  where  Welles- 
ley  led  his  countrymen  to  victory  on  the  field  of 
Hindoo  Assaye;  but  go  to  Europe,  and  they  would 
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find  that,  althoq^h  there  might  bate  been  rrifliog 
reTerse8--althoagh  it  might  have  happened  (as  in 
the  oecupaiion  of  the  Scbtldt)  an  English  enterprise 
on  the  continent  might  have  failed — although,  as 
in  the  retreat  of  Cor  anna,  it  might  have  happened 
that  English  arms  met  with  partial  reverses,— yet 
«ven  there,  over  the  grave  of  the  gallant  Sir  John 
Moore,  it  was  not  a  defeat— it  was  a  retreat, 
to  be  stiie,  of  English  forces  from  before  the 
French;  but  it  was  a  successful  retreat.  But 
in  France,  in  IntJia,  in  the  Netherlands,  wherever 
the  English  met  the  enemy  in  battle,  it  was  to 
tnnmph.  But  to  this  picture  of  the  successes  of 
Bngllsh  army,  there  was  a  class  of  signal  excep- 
tions. There  occurred  a  crisis  when  the  English 
arms  were  to  encounter  American  arms,  as  we]\ 
on  sea  as  on  land;  when  the  Anglo  Irish  blood — 
for  gentlemen  erred  in  talking  so  much  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  blood — it  was  tbe  Angio-Iri^h   blood the 

mingled  stream  of  Celt,  Roman,  Saxon,  and  Nor- 
man blood^that  changed  the  picture. 

On  the  coast  of  the  United  Siates,  on  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  when  the  English  ships  encountered  Amer- 
ican ships  on  equal  terms,  the  lustre  of  the  cross 
of  St.  George  **paled  its  ineffectual  fire'*  before 
the  stars  and  stripes  of  the  Union.  And  on  the 
land  there  was,  he  believed,  bat  one  example  in 
the  world,  during  Jhat  period,  of  an  English  army 
surrendering  to  another — of  the  English  army, 
with  it«  banners  and  forces,  surrendering  itself  to 
a  foreign  foe^and  that  was,  in  the  battle  of  the 
Thames,  under  the  command  of  the  sainted 
William  Henry  Harrison.  There  was  another 
though — not  of  the  surrender  of  forces  as  prison- 
ers of  war  to  the  enemy;  yet  a  gallant  British 
army,  one  of  the  beM  appointed  that  ever  sailed 
from  Europe  for  America — the  conquerors  of  Sala- 
manca and  Vittoria — met  in  tbe  lines  at  New  Or- 
leans the  militia  of  Louisiana,  and  the  riflemen  of 
Tennes&ee  and  Kentucky;  and  were  crushed,  and 
conquered,  and  slaughtered,  in  the  face  of  an 
American  army. 

Those  were  great  avents  in  the  history  of  oar 
own  country  and  of  the  world;  that  was  a  splen- 
did era  on  the  pages  of  our  history;  and  on  the 
approach  of  the  anniversary  of  the  victory  of  New 
Orleans,  he  hoped  thib  House  would  pay  a  tribute 
of  respect  to  the  day  and  to  the  events;  and  not 
merely  to  the  man  who  commanded,  but  to  the 
men  who  fought  and  conquered  on  that  day,  and 
whose  power,  and  gallantry,  and  courage  were  but 
concentrated  and  embodied  in  him  who  led  them 
on  that  day  to  victory.  It  was  with  these^views, 
regardle£8  of  all  the  other  elements  of  strife  and  the 
technical  objections,  that  he  desired  this  bill  to  be 
taken  up,  in  order  that,  if  tbe  Senate  concurred, 
the  bill  might  be  passed  in  anticipation  of  the  8ih 
of  January. 

Mr.  0.  H.  WILLIAMS  obtained  permission  to 
make  a  single  remark,  the  purpart  of  which  did 
not  reach  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  GUSHING  then  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
BowHs.]  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  'resolved,' 
and  inserting  a  snbsiitnte  which  he  had  provided,  to 
terminate  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  ihesuteof  the  Union  on  bill  No.  503, 
entitled  **A  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Andrew 
Jackson,**  at  3  o'clock  to-morrow,  when  the  com- 
mittee should  act  on  all  the  amendments  that  might 
be  proposed  and  pending.  And,  further,  he  moved 
Uie  previous  question,  as  there  was  but  little  time 
to  be  spared  ere  the  termination  of  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  AltNOLD  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachnsetis  would  not  prei?  this  resolution  under  a 
gag  law. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  if  thi?  resolution  should 
prevail,  he  should  move,  to-morrow,  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  wh'ch  Mr.  PEN- 
DLETON, Mr.  CUSHING,  Mr.  B0TT8,  and  the 
SPEAKER  took  part. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped,  whatever  motion 
bis  colleague  might  make  in  relation  to  this  reso- 
lution, he  would  not  accompany  it  with  a  motion 
for  (he  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Cusb- 


Ilia]  could  not  accompaoy  bis  amendment  with 
such  a  motion. 

Mr.  CtJSHING  had  so  understood  the  Speaker, 
and  had  changed  his  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  did  not  before  know  that 
his  colleagaev  had  fallen  in  love  with  **the  ga^;" 
nor  did  he  [Mr.  Adams]  feel  inclined  to  have  **the 
gas"  on  this  subject. 

He  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  remarks 
which  had  been  made  in  relation  to  this  bill  not 
being  a  party  measure,  and  pointed  to  the  debates 
and  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  in  State  Legislatures,  to  rhow  that  the 
opposite  of  that  assertion  was  the  truth;  particu- 
larly referring  to  the  prime  mover  on  this  subject  in 
the  L*»gi8lature  of  New  York,  (Maj.  Davezac,)  who 
was  neither  Anglo-Saxon,  Angle -Irish,  nor  Anglo- 
Scotch;  but  a  prot€g6  of  General  Jackson  of 
French  origin,  who  introduced  it  as  a  democratic 
measure,' and  as  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  the 
Democratic  triumph  in  the  Slate  of  New  York. 
He  hoped  this  measure  would  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  in  this  House  without  a  thorough  discussion, 
even  if  it  did  transcend  *<the  glorious  8th  of  Janu- 
ary,'* which  this  year,  (his  colleague  had  forgotten 
to  notice)  was  a  day  devoted  to  the  worship  and 
service  of  GK>d;  and,  therefore,  it  wasoce  on  which 
this  House  would  not  be  in  session.  But  God  for- 
bid that  he  should  say  a  word  in  disparagement 
of  that  day,  or  of  the  person  {q  be  honored  and 
profited  by  this  donation.  If,  however,  a  proposi- 
tion was  brought  before  this  House  to  make  a  pres- 
ent to  Andrew  Jackson  of  f  1000,  as  proposed  by 
the  bill  which  had  been  reported  to  that  House, 
with  interest  on  it  from  the  month  of  March,  1815, 
there  was  bat  one  consideration  that  would  induce 
him  to  vote  against  it — and  that  was, he  should  not 
like  to  set  the  example  of  pensioning  an  ex-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  that  was  the 
principle  on  which  this  bill  was  to  be  passed, 
if  passed  at  all.  The  real  object  was  to  make 
a  present  to  General  Jackson  in  his  latter 
days.  He  did  not  know  what  his  circumstances 
were,  [A  voic«:  "Rich  enough;"]  but  if  they  were 
such  as  to  require  it,  (though  he  would  not  grant 
it  as  a  pension  or  a  gratuity  for  that  service,)  be 
would  do  what  had  been  done  before — he  would 
make  up  a  subscription  among  the  members  of 
Congress  to  make  a  present  to  the  old  man  in  his 
last  days.  It  bad  been  done  before,  and  there  was 
no  disgrace  in  it;  and  if  it  were  now  done,  that  a 
donation  might  be  msde  to  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son, he,  tor  one,  wonid  take  his  share  of  it. 

But  he  could  not  consent  to  employ  tbe  public 
money,  in  order  to  testify  the  approbation  of  the 
people  of  this  country  of  those  acts  for  which  the 
sum  of  f  1,000  was  levied  on  him  by  tbe  regular 
cfiJcers  of  the  law,  which  he  had  violated  in  its 
tenderest  parts.  His  colleague  had  changed  en- 
tirely the  issue  upon  the  question  in  this  bill.  It 
was  not  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  the  General 
for  his  imprisonment  of  a  judge — for  his  causing 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  be  jeoparded  in 
his  liberty  and  life,  and  for  other  acts  subversive 
of  law  and  justice;  but  for  glorifying  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Gwm]  had  stated  a  number  of  facts  in  tbe 
pamphlet  lately  published  on  this  subject,  which 
were  contradicted  by  General  Jackson.  If  a  bill 
were  to  pass,  giving  General  Jackson  money  upon 
disputed  facts,  these  facts  cAiould  be  previously 
cleared  up.  But  he  was  speaking  of  the  extraor- 
dinary Circumstances  under  which  this  bill  could 
be  brought  fororard.  A  bill  on  the  same  subject 
was  acted  on  in  rhe'Senate  at  the  last  session,  and, 
after  being  amended  so  as  to  comprehend  clearly 
the  facts  of  the  case,  it  was  rejected  by  GPsneral 
Jaekson^s  friends,  because  it  did  not  contain  a 
condemnation  of  the  judge  who  imposed  the  fine; 
and,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  he  had  teen  a  letter 
from  General  Jackson  himself,  in  which  he  sajs 
that  be  would  not  have  received  a  dollar  unless 
the  character  of  the  judge  was  blasted.  Such  was 
the  history  of  that  proceeding  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  The  bill  was  actually  passed,  or  would 
have  been  passed;  but  was  rejected  by  the  Gener- 
al's friends  coinciding  with  him,  insisting  that  not 
only  his  character  should  be  justified,  but  the  char- 
acter of  the  judge  blasted.    It  was  a  very  grave 


and  serious  question  with  him,  whether  the  char- 
acter of  the  judge  should  be  censured  and  condemn- 
ed by  tbe  Representatives  of  the  people  of  this 
nation,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  donation  to 
General  Jackson.  Perhaps  he  might  express  himself 
more  strongly  by  sajing  that  the  billoughtnotto  pass; 
that  if  we  are  to  give  this  donation  to<3eneral 
Jackson,  it  was  not  by  casting  reproach  upon  a 
just  and  honorable  judge,  that  we  should  do  justice 
and  vindicate  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  country. 
Again:  what  were  the  grounds  on  which  his  col- 
league was  pressing  this  biill  Why,  the  great  and 
glorious  victory  of  New  Orleans.  Because  we 
whipped  the  Britibh,  that  nobody  else  could  whip^ 
because  of  this  great  and  glorious  victory,  this  bill 
must  be  passed.  That  was  the  reason  given  by 
his  colleague,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  he 
wished  the  bill  passed  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
victory.  That  was  not  the  question  of  justice  in- 
volved in  ibis  grant — this  donation.  The  victory  of 
New  Orleans  undoubtedly  was  a  great  and  glorious 
one,  in  which  he  took  a  just  pride;  but  he  could 
not,  on  account  of  that  victory,  sanction  the  acts 
alluded  to  in  the  Kentucky  pamphlet,  and  which 
were  there  designated  as  treason.  This  reminded 
him  of  an  anecdote  he  had  heard  many  years  ago 
of  General  Arnold,  a  man  very  celebrated  in  our 
revolutionary  history.  After  his  exploits  here, 
Arnold  went  to  England;  and  finding  himself  gen- 
erally shunned  there,  he  sought  the  society  of  the 
Americans  whom  he  found  in  that  country.  Be- 
ing in  company  with  one  of  them  whom  he  bad 
known  in  this  country,  he  asked  him  what  the 
Americans  would  have  done  with  him,  had  they 
caught  him  instead  of  Andre.  The  American  an- 
swered him  by  saying,  "We  would  have  buried 
with  the  honors  of  war  the  leg  that  was  mutilated 
in  our  service,  and  then  we  would  have  hung  the 
remainder  of  your  body."  He  should  think  that 
this  sort  of  ja5itice  would  be  rather  more  complete 
than  that  of  his  colleague,  who  was  for  rewarding 
General  Jackson  for  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  at 
the  expense  of  law  and  jusiice.  He  wished  to 
have  this  matter  fully  discussed  when  It  came  up, 
and  deliberated  on  without  any  of  your  gag-laws, 
to  stop  the  investigation  of  the  principles  involved 
in  it. 

If  you  pass  this  bill  (said  Mr.  A.)  it  will  not  be 
for  tbe  honor  and  glory  of  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans, but  for  tbe  honor  and  glory  of  the  exercise 
of  despotic  power  over  your  own  citizens ;  it  would 
be  for  the  exercise  of  ihe  extreme  of  martial  law, 
when  there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  Mr.  A.  wish- 
ed the  subject  discus.Aed,  because  of  this  very 
pamphlet,  to  which  their  attention  had  been  called 
by  more  than  one  of  the  members  from  Kentucky, 
and  who  stated  the  author  to  be  a  distinguished 
judge  of  high  legal  aitainmenut,  whose  opinions 
acre  entitled  to  respect.  In  that  pamphlet, he  was 
charged  with  having  given  an  opinion  in  relation 
to  tbe  power  of  a  commanding  general  to  declare 
martial  law,  that  was  utterly  at  variance  with  free- 
dom and  with  the  laws  of  nations;  and  he  wished 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  answering  that  charge. 
He  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  and 
defend  the  opinions  he  had  given,  and  to  ehow 
what  were  his  views  of  the  laws  of  nations  in  re- 
gard to  the  power  of  a  commanding  general  to 
declare  martial  law  in  time  of  aii  invasion. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  A.  was 
cut  short  in  his  remarks,  when  he  announced  bis 
intention  of  pursuing  the  subject  further  at  the 
next  opportunity. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  offered  a  resolution  that  all 
debate  on  the  bill  in  Commiitee  of  the  Whole 
should  cease  at  two  o^clock  to-morrow;  and  that 
the  said  committee  should  then  proceed  to  act  and 
vole  on  it,  and  upon  all  amendments  that  might  be 
pending,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  an  amendment, 
that  the  House  should  now  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  "W  hole,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General 
Jackson. 

Mr.  CUSHING  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that 
he  could,  at  any  time  after  taking  the  .question  on 
his  (Mr.  C.'s)  motion,  move  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  to  tbe   gentleman 
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from  Ma9>acbuseUs  that,  as  the  bill  had  not  >el 
been  d.scussed  in  Ccmmitiee  of  the  Whole,  his 
rcsolaijon  was  not  in  order.  The  gentleman  could 
move  to  go  into  the  Gommiuee  ot  ihe  Whole,  and 
then  move  to  take  up  the  bill,  as  the  majority  of 
the  Heme  could  determine 'the  order  of  bQsine5;s. 
The  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Wholp, 
for  ihe  purpose  of  taking  up  a  particular  bill, 
would  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  then  withdrew  hln  motion,  and 
moved  that  the  Boose  resolve  itself  into  Com-' 
miitee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  crdtred,  and  resultei)  in  deci- 
ding the  question  in  the  negative — yeas  100,  nays 
106;  as  follows: 

YEAB— Mefsra.  AniDgtoD,  BeMon,  Bidlack,  Black,  Bowne, 
Boyd,  Brewster.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Miliun  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Burke,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Caruth- 
era,  Gary, Caaey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Colee,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Croat,  Cashing,  Daniel,  Richard  P.  Davis,  Dean, 
Doan,  Doig,  Baalman,  John  C.  Bdwarda,  Ferrii*,  JuhnG.  Floyd, 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gerry,  Oilraer,  William  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Gustine,  Gwio,  Harris,  Hastin^i,  Hays, 
Henry,  Hopkina,  Houck,  Houston,  Ilubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll.  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Ca^e  Johnson,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lmlefield,  Abraham 
McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Marchand, 
Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  Medill,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Newhard,  Farmenter,  Patridse,  Payne,  Fickens,  Plumer, 
Profllt,  Read,  Renchor,  Reynolds,  Rigfs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt, 
Banford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  iMiiehis,  Steenrod,  Alex- 
ander H.  H.  Stuart,  Sumter.  Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Trotil,Turney,Van  Buren,  WaJlace,  Ward,  Watlerson,  Wei- 
ler,  westbrook,and  Wlae^lOO. 

NAYS^-Meescs.  Adams,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Aodrewa,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye, 
Blalr,  Boardman,  Borden,  Bolts,  Briggs,  Bruckway,  Bronson,  J. 
BrowD,  BuroeJl,  Wm.  Butlet,  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Campbell,  T.  J. 
Campbell,  Childs.  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark.  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Garrett  Davis.  De- 
berry,  John  Edwards*,  Everett,  FesseQden,  Fillmore,  A.  Law- 
rence  Poster,  Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Granger,  Green, 
Halsted,  Howard,  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin, 
James,  Isaac  I).  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  I^ne,  Linn, 
McKennan,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Kamson  Mason,  Mathiot, 
Mattuck'4,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Os- 
borne, Owsley,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  llamscy,  Alexander 
Randall,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Ridgway, 
Rodney,  William  Rusaetl,  James  M.  Ruraell,  Alade,  Truman 
Smith,  Sprieg,  Stanly,  Stokeiy,  Straiton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tlllinghaet,  Toland, 
TomllDson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Warren,  Wash- 
ington, Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  While,  Thomaa  W.  Wll- 
Hams,  Chii^iopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Win- 
ihrep,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  Jono  Young— 106. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  asked  leave  to  prctent  a  resolu* 
tioD;  bat  objection  was  made. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  np  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
bankrupt  law,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  it  would 
be  carried  through  to  its  passage  to  day. 

Mr.  GORDON  was  entitled  to  the  floor.  He 
said  it  was  quite  common— nay,  he  might  say, 
fabhionable->~in  these  days  to  define  on«*<  position. 
An  undefined  politician  was  an  uncertain  thing, 
[laughter,!  and  more  like  a  ghost  than  anything 
human,  ae  did  not  rise  to  define  hi^  pobiiion.  A 
Democrat  of  the  Jefi'ersonian  school,  dyed  ia  Ihe 
wool,  needed  no  buch  clew  to  where  he  stood  on  the 
political  chessboard.  The  people  always  knew 
where  to  find  him.  He  would  assist  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Bownk]  to  define  hi^i  position;  and,  before  he 
concluded,  he  should  attempt  to  define  the  positions 
of  some  others  on  the  floor,  and  ..of  some  public 
functionaries  high  in  the  confidence  of  this  Ad- 
ministration. 

His  collcpgue  slated:  "we  were  told — and  he  also 
had  it  from  some  of  his  (Mr.  B.V)  political 
friends  on  this  fljor — that  the  Administration  of 
John  Tyler  was  such,  that  bo  Demociat  could  ac- 
cept an  office  under  it.'* 

It  seemed,  then,  that  his  colleague  had  been 
talking  about  accepting  office  under  ihis  Adminis- 
tration, [laughter]— bad  been  talking  with  bis  po- 
litical friends  on  this  floor  about  the  acceptance  of 
office  from  John  Tyler.  Hv  should  like  to  know 
if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  Congress,  he  ex- 
pected to  receive  an  office?  And  this  remark  was  to 
be  considered  as  a  feeler — put  forth  to  &ee  how 
such  a  thing  would  lake  here,  and  then  how  it 
would  take  among  the  people  ofbiscouniy.  Again: 
hU  colleague  said,  ''Some  of  the  leading  organs 
of  the  Democratic  party  held  the  same  language; 
and,  strange  to  say,  in  ju3;lapo8Uion  to  a  paragraph 
declaring  that  no  Democrat  could  hold  office  under 
John  Tyler,  would  be  lound  another,  declaring 
that  the  party  Mold  not  support  bis  Administra- 


tion bi'P''.u>^  it  wa.'-  surruuniUd  by  such  men  as 
Daniel  Webster  and  John  C.  Spencer  " 

It  wa.<),  then,  very  strange  to  his  colleague  that 
some  of  the  Democratic  organs  should  declare  that 
the  Democratic  part^^could  not  support  this  Ad- 
ministration, because  it  was  surrounded  by  such 
m'^n  as  Webster  and  Spencer !  It  was  not  strange 
to  him,  (Mr.  G.,)  because  the  great  Democratic 
party  never  held  such  opinions  as  those  avowed 
by  that  man  who  recently  declared  in  Faneuii 
Hall  that  he  had  not  chapged,  but  was  a  Ma^sa-^ 
ch^^etts  Whig,  a  Faneuil  Hall  Whig,  and  always 
mrani  to  be.  Here,  then,  was  Daniel  Webster 
unrcBounced  and  unrenouocing,  adhering  to  all 
the  opinions  he  had  ever  advocated  and  avowed. 
A  large  portion  of  the  people  suspected  Daniel 
Webster  of  holding  opinions  which  sympathized 
with  British  interests.  Tbe5e  .suspicions  were  en- 
tertained during  the  last  war,  when  Gkneral  Jack- 
son with  his  cannon  was  thundering  ;ai  the  gates 
of  New  Orleans,  and  when  there  were  times  that 
tried  men*s  S(>ul<,  and  tested  the  energies  of  this 
Government.  Yes,  as  long  ago  as  (hese  memora- 
ble limes,  Daniel  Webster  was  suspected  to  be 
British  at  heart;  aad,  by  bis  own  declaratioN,  he 
had  renounced  none  of  his  sentiments.  Mr.  Web- 
ster wa.<.  now  at  the  head  of  this  Administration; 
and  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bowne]  avowed  a^toni^'h- 
ment  that  certain  organs  of  ihe  Demociatic 
party  should  declare  that  the  Democratic  party 
could  not  support  this  Administration!  Since  thiie 
return  cf  Mr.  Webster  from  England,  the  people 
had  se«n  nothing  in  his  couise  to  make  them  be- 
lieve be  bad  changed  his  opinions. 

Here  Mr.  BOWNE  rose,  and  stated  that  he  de- 
^'\i(d  to  make  a  correction  of  some  of  the  remarks 
of  his  colleague. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  GoRDOw ]  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  GORDON.  No,  sir.  [Laughter,  uproar, 
and  confusion.] 

Mr.  BOWNE,  as  he  took  his  seat,  made  a  re- 
mark which  could  not  be  heard  above  the  noi&e 
which  prevailed. 

Mr.  GORDON  resumed.  As  he  was  going  on 
to  sav,  since  Mr.  Wtbsier*s  return  from  Europe 
the  D<>mccratic  party  had  seen  nothing  to  give 
them  reason  to  believe  ihai  be  had  changed  his 
opinions  in  any  particular.  In  his  course  in  rela- 
ti«  n  to  the  aff'air  of  the  burning  of  the  Caroline, 
ihe  remedial  justice  bill,  the  bankrupt  law,  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  treaty  with  England.— and,  indeed, 
in  all  his  acts,  he  had  shown  that  the  declaration 
made  at  Faneuil  Hall  was  true  to  the  letter. 

Again:  his  colleague  [Mr-  Bownk]  said:  *'He 
yielded  lo  none  in  bis  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  his  party;  yet,  if  attachment  or  n on- attachment 
to  men  was  necessary  lo  secure  the  esteem  of  bis 
fellows,  he  feared  he  should  be  thrown  overboard." 
From  this  remark  he  (Mr.  G.)  understood  that  his 
colleague]  declared  to  his  constituents,  that  if  bis 
non  attachment  to  Mr.  Webster  was  to  be  the  price 
of  their  esteem,  he  was  willing  to  be  thrown  over- 
board *  Such  was  a  fair  construction  of  his  col- 
league's language.  Now  he  would  assure  his  col 
league,  that  ^hould  he  take  Mr.  Webster,  changed 
or  unchanged,  and  i<hL.w  a  wiilingneps  lo  be  at- 
tached to  him,  his  constituents  uould  most  assured- 
ly throw  him  overboard,  with  a  millstone  around 
his  neck,  that  would  sink  him  eternally;  and  the 
Democracy  of  the  Union  would  look  on  and  cry 
"Amen!"  [Laughter,  and  cries  of  *'Good."]  But 
to  quote  his  colleague  again*.  "  What,  he  askrd,  did 
the  people  care  who  was  the  President?  What  did 
the  masses  care  about  the  man  at  the  htad  of  af- 
fairs, so  that  the  Government  was  well  adminis- 
teredl" 

If  this  meant  that  the  Democratic  party  were 
really  to  take  Mr.  Webster,  provided  he  promised 
to  administer  the  Government  well,  to  navigate 
the  ship  of  State  a«  she  ought  to  be — if  it  meant 
(hat,  old  as  Daniel  Webster  was  in  political  mh, 
his  colleague  was  willing  to  take  him  as  his  candi- 
date,—he  would  say  that  the  people  did  care  who 
was  their  President.  Tbcy  wished  lo  know  a  man 
beforehand,  when  he  aspired  to  that  oflloe.  They 
wished  to  know  everything  aboat  bi»  public  and 
private  history — yea,  his  private  history — before 
they  woald  allow  him  to  be  brought  on  the  coarse. 


No  beardless  boy  could  reach  that  high  and  re- 
sponsible pust  by  the  soflfrages  of  the  people.  It 
must  b»fille<l  by  men  of  high  character  and  fixed 
principle* — men  knoum  to  the  nation  as  smh.  The 
Democratic  party  never  had  taken  op  a  Federal- 
ist and  placed  him  in  the  Presideocy,  and  he 
trusted  they  never  would.  When  ibey  did  so, 
they  wenld  cease  to  be  Democrats. 

But  Ills  colleague  said  he  cared  not  who  was 
President;  that  he  was  bred  a  Federalist;  that  he 
wa>  a  Federalist  after  he  had  attained  bis  majoii. 
ty;  that  he  did  not  enter  into  political  life  nntil  be 
was  twenty-four  yeais  of  age,  when  I.e  began  to 
think  for  hims«U,  and  renounced  his  Ftderalism. 
Flow  many  months  elapsed  before  this  result  look 
place  he  did  not  know,  but  he  came  oat  a  blight 
and  shining  Democrat! 

Now  he  (Mr.  G.)  never  bad  doubted  that  a  man^ 
first  love  was  the  strongest.  "The  dog  willretara 
10  bis  vomit,  and  the  sow  to  her  wallow."  [Laugh- 
ter ]  Old  Federalists  wer«r  not  to  be  trusted  in 
the  nighest  and  most  responsible  stations.  Bnt 
gentlemen  said  that  the  Democratic  party  admitted 
all  who  c»me  into  their  fold.  True;  he  admitted 
that  the  Democratic  church  was  catholic,  and  that 
it  asked  all  to  come  up  to  the  polls  and  vote.  It 
preached  its  doctrine  to  all  the  world  It  cxcloded 
none  from  within  its  pale.  It  invited  all  to  come 
forward  and  partake.  Bat  no  man  who  bad  not 
received  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  bishop, 
was  allowed  to  serve  at  its  altar.  fLaaghter.]  And 
least  of  all  would  it  permit  an  old  priest,  toward 
the  end  of  his  days,  to  come  oat,  doff  bis  settled 
opinions,  renounce  his  Presbyterianism,  and  as- 
sume its  mitres  and  consecrated  robes.  [Laughter.] 

Yes,  the  gentleman  said  he  had  more  feeling  on 
this  subject  than  men  in  general,  becan^e  be  was 
bred  up  in  a  Federal  school.  He,  however,  became 
a  Democrat  when  he  attained  hiv  msjority;  bnt  his 
sympathies  were  wiih  the  old  FederaliMs,  and  he 
would  not  care  who  was  the  President  of  the 
Uni'ed  Sates.  He  believed  he  had  enabled  his 
colleague  most  »atisfaetori!y  to  define  his  position, 
though  be  believed  it  was  an  isolated  position  in 
tvhtch  be  eottid  neither  get  Democrat  noi  Whig  le 
join  with  him. 

Some  member  suggested  *Mhe  guard.** 

Mr.  GORDON  (aid  lie  had  nothing  to  do  with 
Ihe  guard.  God  forbid  be  should  have  anything 
to  do  with  it,  or  miih  *Mbe  Captain"  either-  He 
meant  that  he  should  never  join  the  guard;  but  as 
it  took  two  to  play  %t  foils,  whenever  the  guard  re- 
sorted, to  a  game  of  that  sort,  he  should  not  be 
backward.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was  a  plain  man,  and 
when  he  spoke,  be  spoke  bis  plain  honest  senti- 
ment.o,  whether  they  pleased  or  displeased  the 
guard  or  anybody  else. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cubb- 
ing] dr dared  in  his  tpeerh — and  gentlemen  wovid 
know  who  he  meant  when  he  read  it — ^*hat  it 
would  not  be  for  the  political  interests  of  any  party 
to  carry  en  a  ferocious  war  against  the  Administrs- 
lion  and  its  friends.  Well,  one  of  the  friends  of 
the  Alministiation  was  Daniel  Webster,  and  be 
hoped  there  wrie  but  few  Democrats  on  that  floor 
or  elsewhere  that  wonld  cease  to  wage  war  against 
Dani  1  Wfbsier  so  Irrg  as  be  remained  in  bis 
present  high  and  dangerous  positior-«a  posiuon 
that  was  dangerous  to  the  priaciplesof  Democracy. 
He  hoped  there  wonld  be  few  trailers  tir  cowards 
found  in  thrir  ranks,  who  wou  d  ground  their 
arms  to  him.  But  what  was  waging  war 
against  the  AdminisiiativC?  Did  it  mean 
opposition  to  the  exeheqaeil  Was  that  the 
meming  of  it?  Was  it  voting  against  a  bill  that 
might  be  brought  op  there,  with  a  reoonmendation 
from  the  White  House?  And  were  they  to  be  de- 
nounced for  voting  against  a  bill  which  had  neither 
their  nor  iheir  constituents*  confideneel  Was  ihe 
voting  against  surh  a  bill  a  waging  war  againft 
the  Adm'nisiraiioni  He  should  like  lo  know  what 
waging  war  against  the  Administration  meant,  if 
it  did  not  mean  that.  And  if  that  was  a  warring 
against  the  Administration,  if  he  did  not  mistake 
the  signs  of  ihe  times,  they  would  have  war;  a  war 
to  the  knife,  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt ;  for  he  did 
not  believe  that  a  Government  bank,  or  any  ex- 
chequer  plan  wiih  power  to  issue  Government  pa- 
per  as  the  currency  of  the  coantr^^  wonld  any  more 
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meet  wiih  their  approbation  and  their  friendship, 
ihaa  if  they  had  broagbt  in  a  bill  Co  re-iflcoTporate 
the  old  United  Siaies  Bankj  for  a  Government 
^ank  was  far  more  dangerous  than  an  incorpora- 
lion  of  individoals— for  they  had  there  ihe  parse 
and  the  sword  nailed— the  money  power  and  the 
political  pow«r,  and  "the  £xed  fact"  of  the  Consti- 
tution combined.  The  "fixed  fact'*  would  be 
foimidable  indeed,  if  Congress  should  pass  a  Got- 
enuneot  bank  to  transact  not  only  the  con- 
cerns of  the  Government  of  this  growiog  people 
bat  the  concerns  of  the  people  themselves.  He 
understood  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Webster,  de- 
livered at  Faneuil  Hall,  that  he  approbated  this 
eichequer  plan — that  he  was  in  favoc  of  it,  if  he 
were  not  its  author;  and  here,  then,  they  saw  the 
danger  of  such  men  as  that  being  in  the  Cabinet, 
getting  the  ear  o(  the  President,  and  dispensing  the 
stars  and  garters.  It  was  an  all  important  fact, 
that  he  i^ho  recommended  the  exchequer  plan  to 
the  President  as  .a  (Government  bank — that  a  func- 
tionary who  through  bi^  whole  life  had  advocated 
a  strong  consolidated  Government — who  had  even 
been  British  in  his  notions  of  a  Government — 
who,  when  he  could  not  g^t  a  national  bank, 
which  was  ten  fold  mere  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  and  of  the  country,  for  it^was  a 
mach  stronger  instrument  in  his  hand — was(  the 
prime  minister  to  cairy  out  his  plan^  of  a  cousol- 
ilated  Government.  Why,  when  the  sub-treasury 
was  first  brought  forwsrd,  it  was  expressly  charged 
that  it  was  a  Government  bank  in  disguise;  they 
put  the  administration  then  in  power  on  the 
defensive  on  that  subject,  and  it  gave  them 
great  "trouble  to  get  rid  of  the  charge,  and  to 
convince  the  people  that  it  was  not  a  Government 
bank  in  disguise.  The  Democrats  denied  that  it 
was;  and  they  struck  out  everything  which  could 
furnish  a  pretence  for  such  an  accusation.  But 
now,  when  this  prime  minister  was  warm  in  hi"? 
sea>,  and  recommended  this  plan  to  Congress,  if 
they  were  not  to  pass  it,  ibey  woald  be  *^  earring 
with  the  Administration,'*  and  would  come  in  col 
lisioD  with  *'the  fixed  fact."  When  such  threats 
were  made,  and  such  consequences  were  to  follow, 
it  was  time  that  ever;  Democrat  should  lake  bis 
stand,  and  define  his  position,  if  any  doubt  hune 
over  him.  The  des*gn  was  formed  to  overthrow 
the  Democratic  party  by  divisionr — be  cared  not 
where  the'  project  came  from;  but  the  Democrats 
would  soon  hold  their  national  convention — when, 
they  would  seleC,  from  the  two  prominent  men 
now  before  the  nation,  one  to  be  their  candidatf : 
and  the  Democratic  party  would  not  then  be  either 
terrified  or  cajoled — they  would  stand  up  lo  the 
rack,  fodder  or  no  fodder.  Post  offices  over  the 
country  were  lo  be  used  to  buy  op  the  Democracy, 
and  to  scatter  the  apple  of  discord  amongst  the 
paity,  to  break  it  to  pieces;  but  they  who  thus  cal- 
calaitd  to  corrupt  the  people,  must  be  steeped  to 
the  lips  in  corruption  themselves. 

Now,  over  President  Tyler  himself  there  rested 
a  very  strong  suspicion.  He  was  bred  up  a  Dem- 
ocrat; he  was  nurtured  in  the  true  faith,  to  which 
he  (Mr.  G.)  doubted  not  he  would  return  before 
he  died.  He  (Mr.  G.)hoped,  before  he  went  out 
of  pow^,  he  would  return  to  hi«  first  love.  But  he 
was  under  strong  suspicion;  f^nd  it  would  take  a 
great  deal  of  whitewashing,  and  a  great  deal  of  re- 
pentance, aiid  a  great  many  good  deeds,  to  re  com* 
mend  bim  to  the  Democrats,  to  that  he  could  not 
only  enter  the  broad  door  of  their  church,  walk 
down  its  aisle,  and  take  his  position  in  their  pulpit. 
[Laughter  ]  He  might  come  to  hear  their  preach- 
ing; but,  before  he  could  be  allowed  to  preach 
himself,  he  bad  got  to  alone  for  all  his  political 
errors.  When  first  they  found  him,  he  was  run* 
ning  on  the  Coon  ticket  as  Vice  President;  and  he 
could  tell  them  the  Democracy  did  not  like  that 
very  well,  for  many  reasons.  They  did  not  like 
him,  because  he  had  such  a  man  as  Daniel  Web- 
ster for  his  prime  minister — a  man  who  came  out, 
and  declared  on  Long  Island,  at  a  clambake,  and 
in  Virginia,  beneath  an  October  sun,  and  in  the  face 
of  Virginians,  that  he  was  a  Jefferson i an  Democrat— 
which  ^e  people  of  the  North  did  not  believe,  if  the 
Vixginians  did.  And  what  next?  Why,  when  by 
aoinoriiy  of  the  Constitution  became  to  the  ex- 
ecutive chair,  he  found  Daniel  Webster  his  piime 


ministei,  appointed  by  his  immediate  predecessor; 
and  .he  retained  that  man  in  power,  and  has  done 
so  ever  since — a  m&n  who  had  been  the  means  of 
recommending  measures  to  this  Congress  that  the 
Democrats  never  did  nor  could  approve  of.  There 
were  many  oiher  things  that  he  must  account  for, 
and  atone  for,  too,  before  he  could  expe»t  to  be  the 
candidate  of  the  Democracy.  But  there  was  the 
^'fixed  fact,"  and  intimations  were  thrown  out  that 
he  was  to  be  the  candidate,  nolens  wlens.  But  how 
was  that  to  be  donel  Why,  an  outcry  was  got  up 
against  party.  The  organs  of  the  Administration 
out  of  doors,  and  the  new-flei^ged  friends  and  fol- 
lowers of  the  Administration  on  that  floor,  had 
been  crying  out  against  party;  and  deprecating 
parly  spirit.  And  why  ibis  ontcry  against  partj? 
Was  it  not  because  the  Administration  pa^y  was 
not  very  respectable  m  point  of  numerical  strength, 
and  that,  by  crying  out  agaln&t  party,  they 
hoped  to  break  down  both  parlies,  that  of  the 
disjointed  materials  they  might  make  up  a  party 
for  the  Administration?  But  what  would  be  the 
consequence  attendant  on  fruccess?  Would  not 
the  9tUs  wage  w»r  against  the  »m?  The  coun- 
try would  again  be  divided  between  two  great  par- 
ties, and  measures  would  be  made  a  test  between 
them,  whatever  those  measures  might  be — whether 
strong  government  or  representative  government, 
consoliifaird  government  or  confederated  govern- 
ment. To  this  it  would  come  in  the  end.  He  could 
refsard  ihis  outcry  against  party  only  as  evidence  of 
a  design  to  break  down  all  parties,  and  to  remodel 
a  new  one.  He  had  understood  that  this  Adminis- 
tration took  great  credit  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
Whig  parly  in  the  contest  of  1842;  but  be  was 
nor  ivilling  to  give  the  Administration  all  the  credit 
ttey  a>k  on  this  head.  He  knew  the  Secretary  of 
War  wrote  a  celebrated  letter  to  somebody  in  the 
S  ate  cf  New  York,  jutt  on  the  eve  of  the  election. 
He  knew,  aho,  that  that  man  [Mr.  Spencer]  was 
not  without  »asacitv.  The  Secretary  saw  that  the 
Democracy  of  the  Empire  State  were  aroused;  that 
ihey  had  returned  to  their  f'?ober  second  thought;" 
and  that  Whigery,  in  the  Stales  where  the  elections 
had  then  been  held,  was  swept  where  his  coUeague 
wanted  logo — ^'oveiboard;" [laughter;]  and  to  ac- 
quire the  credit  of  that  mighty  triumph,  and  drag  the 
Democracy  in  the  tail  of  this  Administration,  the  vic- 
tory was  claimed  as;  theirs.  But  let  him  tell  that 
House  that,  instead  of  doing  them  good,  it  was  a 
positive  injury  to  the  Democratic  party;  for  it  had 
lost  them  two  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  That  letter  produced  a  prodi- 
gious ac'ion  in  the  State  of  New  Yoik;  and  it 
awoke  the  Whigs  bomewhat  from  their  apathy  and 
slumber;  and  he  (Mr.  G.)  declared  in  his  place  be- 
fore that  Hou^e,  as  the  conviction  of  bis  judgment, 
that  that  leiter  did  ihem  no  good,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  positive  injury;  and  that  the  Whigs  were 
under  some  obligation  and  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Spencer  for  wri<ing  and  publishing  it;  for  they 
had  obtained  two  Representatives  more  in  the  next 
Congress  than  they  would  have  had  without  it. 
And  it  was  very  natural  that  it  should  be  so.  So 
sur^den  was  thechange,and  so  unexpected  ID  them — 
after  he  wrote  the  call  for  the  Whig  C(  nvention  at 
Syracuse  to  denounce  Captain  Tyler — was  his  ac- 
ceptance of  office  under  that  Administration,  that, 
when  he  wrote  and  published  his  letter  in  defence 
of  that  Administration,  a  tremendous  excitement 
was  produced,  and  energetic  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Whigs;  a:^d,  as  a  consequence,  they  gained  two 
members  more  than  they  would  otherwise  have 
had  -in  the  next  Congress. 

He  (Mr.  Gordon)  deemed  it  his  duty  to  the 
Democracy  thus  to  undeceive  the  pablic  mind  re- 
specting the  supposed  effect  of  that  leiter.  With 
regard  to  the  ability  of  Mr.  Spencer  to  transact  the 
duties  of  hi*  office  as  Secretary  of  War,  he  had  no 
dou<)t.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  another  man 
to  be  found  within  the  borders  of  the  United  States 
that  was  better  able  to  despatch  business  than  he 
was;  and  if  they  wuuld  only  qlialk  out  the  business 
for  him  to  do,  he  would  labor  day  and  night  to  ac- 
complish it;  but,  as  a  political  leader,  he  was  with- 
out sagacity,  and  he  cared  not  for  ihe  world,  pro- 
vided he  could  gratify  his  ambition.  He  had  bern 
long  in  office  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  he 
11  had  belonged  to  one  party,  but  now  he  belonged 


to  another — the  Webster  party  at  the  seal  of  the 
General  Government. 

But  to  return.  The  President  was  a  queer  char- 
acter. He  had  a  Secretary  of  the  Navy  who  was 
the  true  personification  of  a  Virginia  abstraction, 
and  who,  when  he  came  into  office,  had  no  sort  of 
qualification  for  the  office  into  which  he  came. 

He  had  no  doubt  but  that,  in  time,  observation 
and  experience  would  qualify  him  lo  make  a  very 
good  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  provided  he  could  get 
some  of  these  large  ideas  of  a  grand  and  magnifi- 
cent navy  out  of  his  head,  and  come  down  to  what 
a  Democratic  navy  should  be.  When  we  shall 
become  the  depredator  upon  other  nations,  and 
when  we  should  require  a  large  naval  force  to 
carry  on  our  schemes  of  conquest  and  plunder, 
then  Mr.  Upsher  would  become  a  very  good  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  because  he  would  be  the  most 
ultra  in  his  notions,  and  would  lead  on  our  con- 
quering squadrons  in  great  style.  But  wp  are  not 
yet  prepared  to  become  a  conquering  nation — not 
yet  prepared  to  aggrandize  ourselves  by  plunder 
and  bfoodshed;  and  till  ihen  we  do  not  want  a  navy 
to  the  extent  of  Mr.  Upshei's  desires.  There  was 
a  time  \^l^en  Mr.  Tyler  might  have  been  almost,  if 
not  quite,  a  leader  of  ihe  Democratic  party.  If, 
when  he  first  came  into  power,  be  had  atoned  for 
rnuning  on  the  Whig  ticket,  by  dismissing  his  cabi- 
net, instead  of  retaining  the  worst  of  them,  and  had 
brought  round  him  Democrats  of  tried  worth  and 
experience;  if  he  had  recommended  Democratic 
'  measures  to  Congress,  and  used  the  veto  a  little 
more,  denouncing  distribution,  and  some  other 
things, — ihen  be  would  have  plagued  some  of  the 
Democratic  candidates  exceedingly.  The  people 
were  almost  prepared  to  ta^e  him  up  by  acclama- 
tion, and  put  him  into  the  Democratic  pulpit  as 
their  preacher  and  leader.  But  he  was  not  himself 
prepared  to  ga  altogether  with  the  Democratic  par- 
ty; he  was  pretty  much  In  the  predicament  of  his 
(Mr.  G's) colleague  [Mr.  Bowne,] — ihii  is, in  what 
General  Root  once  called  "a  state  of  betweenity.»» 
Almost  everybody  kept  away  from  tlje  While 
Hoa^e;  but  if  he  bad  listened  to  the  admonitions 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  dismissed  that  min- 
ister, in  whom  the  Demrcracy  never  can  confide, 
there  would  have  beea  some  chance >of  his  being 
supported  by  them.  Bat,  instead  of  being  dismiss- 
ed, there  that  obnoxious  m^inister  sat,  poisoning 
the  ear  of  that  honest  man  who  had  not  the  firmness 
and  ihe  courage  to  dismiss  him,  and  come  out 
what  be  crginally  was,  and  what  he  [Mr.  G  ]  had 
no  doubt  he  would  now  be  glad  to  be. 

The  Democratic  party,  iu  their  friumphsof  1843, 
owed  none  of  their  success  to  this  Administration 
and  their  letter-writers.  The  people  triumphed  in 
their  might.  They  had  seen  what  was  the  course 
of  the  Whig  party  while  in  the  ascendant — they 
had  seen  bow  little  their  practice  accorded  with 
their  professions,  and  how  ill  calculated  their 
measures  were  to  promote  the  interests  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic 
parly,  too,  had  been  deceived;  and  they,  coming 
back,  contributed  to  their  party's  success. 

He  had  a  little  more  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
CusHiNG.]  The  gentleman  said  that  he  con? idered 
it  as  *'very  material  that  there  should  be  a  frank 
understanding  on  those  matters,''  that  *Hhere  were 
men  in  ibe  Administration,  or  connected  with  Ihe 
Administration,  who,  at  a  proper  jime,  might  have 
a  word  to  say.  He  did  not,  to  be  sure,  know 
whether  their  opinion  would  be  potential;  but  this 
he  knew — that,  of  all  the  elements  now  in  tumultu- 
ous and  conflicting  motion  in  the  national  caldron, 
in  the  grand  political  seetbing-pot,  the  most  poten- 
tial of  all  was  the  Federal  Government," 

The  Federal  Government  was  then  in  the  grand 
political  seetbing-pot.  Who  put  it  there?  The 
framersof  the  CSonstituiion  never  intruded  that 
the  Federal  Government  should  be  put  there. 
Who,  then,  put  the  Federal  Government  in  Ibis 
grand  caldron — this  grand  political  scetblng-pol, 
but  those  connected  wiih  this  Administration?  Yes, 
it  was  put  in  this  grand  caldron  by  those  who, 
when  ihe  time  comes  round,  will  have  a  word  to 
say;  and  he  now  .•'aw  that  those  connected  with 
the  Administration  had  something  to  do,  as  well 
as  to  say.    An  editor  in  New  York,  (said  Mr.  Q.,J 
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who  has  the  poblic  printing, comes  oot  and  declares 
John  Tyler  to  be  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
partj  for  President,  and  William  C.  Boack  the 
candidate  for  Vice  President,  sabjeci  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  a  national  convention.    Well,  sir,  (said 
Mr.  G.,)  they  have  come  into  onr  sect,  and  set  up 
to  be  the  hifth  priests  of  our  church;  but  if  thvy 
wait  for  the  nomination  of  a  Democratic  national 
convention  to  declare  that  John  Tyler  and  Wil- 
liam  C.  BoDck  are  the  candidates  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  they  will  have  to  wait  a  long  time. 
Now,  the  paper  in  which   this   nomination  was 
made,  was  the  official  organ;  and,  he  took  it,  that 
what  it  did  was  by  anihority;  so  it  would  seem 
that  those  around  this  Administration  have  some- 
thing to  do,  as  well  as  to  say.    So  far  as  Wm.  G. 
Bonck  was  concerned,  it  was  a  foul  calumny  to  say 
that  he  had  assented  to  this  nomination.  Mr.  Bouck 
would  ^poon  go  with  his  [Mr.  G.'?]  colleague  over- 
board/ if  he    assented  to  it»  for   it  would  sink 
him  to  eternity.     It  was,   however,  doing    Mr. 
Bouck  great  injustice  to  suppose  that  this  nomi- 
nation was  made  with  his  concurrence.'    It  was 
glory  enough  for  him  to  have  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  great  State  of  New  York  for 
two  years  to  come;  and  he  did  not  believe  that  he 
would  give  up  the  bird  he  had  in  hand  for  two  in 
the  bushes.    The  glory  of  being  the  choice  of  the 
people  for  the  high  office  he  fills;  is  superior  to  the 
glory  of  running  on  the  same  ticket  as  Vice  Pres- 
ideat  with  John  Tyler.   He  knew  that,  in  speaking 
as    boldly  and    frankly    as    he    bad    done,  he 
should  tread  on   the  corns  of  some  of  his  friends 
who  may  have  the  appointments  of  poslmasters  to 
attend  to  in  their  disiricis.    He,  himself,  had  no 
influence  wiih  this  Administration;  and  when  ap- 
plications were  made  to  him  for  his  aid  in  getting 
the  appointments  of  postmasters  in  bis  district,  he 
turned  them  over  to  his  colleague  from  the  O.sf  go 
district,  who  had  more  influence  than  be  had.   His 
colleague  hail  long  since  superseded  him  in  the 
office  of  getting  such  appointments  in  his  district. 
He  hoped  that  he  woull   coniinue  in  the  good 
work,  and,  when  he  had  done,  that  he  would  re- 
turn again  to  the  Democratic  ranks,  and  say  to 
President  Tyler  that  he  gave  him  small  ihank^  for 
the  favors  he^ad  done  him.    The  gentleman  said 
that  some  serious  collisions  had  taken  place  between 
the  Eiecutive  and  Congress,  which  he  hoped  never 
would  occur  again.     He,  on  the  contrary,  hoped 
that  they  wonid  occur  again,  and  that  they  would 
always  occur  whenever  an  unconstitutional  bill 
should  be  presented  to  the  Executive  for  his  sig- 
nature.  He  hoped  that  every  succeeding  Prendent 
would  veto  and  ditto  every  bank  bill  that  should 
be  sent  to  him.    He  hoped  that  he  would     o  a 
liitle  further,  and  veto  disiribuiion  bills  also.    If 
this,  however,  was  intended  for  effec* — if  we  (said 
Mr.  G  )  must  vote  for  the  exchequer — if  we  pass 
the  sub-treasury,  it  is  to  be  met  by  this   "fixed 
fact,"  the  threat  fell  powerless  before  the  feet  of 
the  Democracy.   He  had  supposed  that  the  powers 
and  the  duties  of  the  Executive  were  specified  and 
limited  by  the  Constitution. 

Here  Mr.  G.  was  interrupted  by  the  SPEAKER, 
and  informed  that  his  hour  had  expired.] 

He  never  believed  (continuing  the  sentence)  that 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Execntive  (o  pot  the 
Federal  Government  in  the  political  seetbingpot. 

Mr.  McKEON  then  obtained  the  floor;  but 
yielded  it  to  Mr.  Bowne,  for  the  pnrpose  of  en- 
abling him  to  make  an  explanation  in  reply  to  his 
coleague  [Mr.  Gordon  ] 

Mr.  BOWNE  observed  that  he  was  perfectly 
well  aware  that  any  gentleman  on  that  floor  who 
woald  attempt  to  answer  such  a  tirade  of  personal 
matter  as  bad  fallen  from  his  colleague,  mus',  for 
the  time  at  least,  lay  aside  all  self-respect;  and  he 
now  presented  himself  to  the  House  in  that  atti- 
tude, for  a  moment.  He  was  thankful—knowing, 
as  he  did,  the  Democracy  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
the  Democracy  of  the  district  his  colleague  repre- 
sented— that  he  was  not  their  high  priest,  and  had 
not  the  power  to  put  up  and  put  down  at  his  sove- 
reign pleasure.  He  knew  the  constituents  of  the 
gentleman;  and  it  was  through  them  that  be  bad 
learned  a  fact,  that  accounted  for  his  extraordina- 
ry zeal  in  the  cause  of  Democracy;  and  he 
invoked  the  attention  of  bis  colleague  while  he  sta- 


ted it.  Did  hie  colleague  remember  that  he  once 
entertained  the  design — not  carried  into  exeontion — 
of  abandoning  his  party  1  Did  he  remember  that, 
in  1840,  when  he  was  canvassing  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  for  a  seat  in  Congress,  and  when  his 
prospects  were  dim,  that  his  political  principles  sat 
so  loosely  abont  him  that  he  made  overtures  to 
the  Whig  leaders'of  his  district  to  desert  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  if  he  failed  in  getting  the  nominatien, 
and  become  their  candidate?  This  fact  (Mr.  B. 
said)  he  had  vouched  for  by  the  affidavits  of  several 
of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  in  his  colleague's 
district.  Was  such  a  man  to  lecture  him,  or  other 
gentlemen,  upon  their  consistency  and  Democracy? 
Heaven  save  the  mark !  No,  sir;  I  will  despair 
when  my  Democracy  ia  to  be  judged  by  his  judg- 
ment. I  have  been  too  long  known  to  my  constit- 
uents to  fear  phat  he  can  say;  and  will  let  my  re- 
marks of  yesterday,  together  with  the  wilful  per- 
version of  them  by  my  colleague,  go  to  them,  for 
their  judgment  upon  them.  Let  them  go  to  them 
together;  and  let  them  say  whether  I  am  to  be 
thrown  overboard  or  not.  Sir,  I  did  not  yesterday, 
and  never  did,  say  a  single  word  that  compromised 
*the  principles  of  Democracy.  What  I  then  said,  I 
repeat  now;  and  that  is,  that  if  my  attachment  to 
Democratic  principles  is  to  be  measured  by  my  at- 
tachment to  men,  then  I  mast  despair  of  findii^g 
favor;  for  it  is  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  that  principles  must  be  adhered 
to,  rather  than  men.  Principles,  not  men,  is  their 
mottc;and  it  is  one  that  I  held  to  yesterdt^y,  and 
still  bold  to  to-day. 

Mr.  GORDON  rose  to  reply  to  the  remarks  just 
fallen  from  his  colleague.     [Cries  of  **Go  on."] 

Mr.  McKEON  declined  yielding  the  floor,  inas- 
much as  he  had  but  one  hour.    [''Yield  to  him.*'] 

Mr.  GORDON  said  he  would  demand  the  floor. 
He  made  a  point  of  order.  He  claimed  the  right 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  his  colleague  as  a  privi- 
leged question.  [Laughter;tand  many  voices  *'Let 
him  proceed  by  universal  consent.**] 

After  some  uproar,  Mr.  McKEON  yielded  the 
floor. 

Mr.  GORDOljr  remarked,  that  the  speech  of  his 
colleague  [Mr.  BowNt]  was  deliirered  in  pubbc, 
made  poblic  in  the  newspapers,  and  he  supposed 
was  public  property;  and,  as  such,  he  (Mr.  G  )  had 
a  right  to  comment  epon  it,  as  upon  other  speeches 
delivered  in  that  tody.  He  regretted  that  his  col- 
league should  have  made  such  a  speech,  as  much 
as  be  had  no  doubt  his  colleague  now  regretted  it 
himself,  [iaogh'er;]  but,  connected  as  he  was  with 
the  Democratic  party,  wiih  whom  he  had  ever 
acted,  he  had  thought  it  to  be  due  to  them,  at  least 
so  far  as  his  constituents  were  concerned,  to  cut 
off  all  connexion  between  them  and  the  speech  of 
his  colleague  on  yesterday. 

With  regard  to  what  his  colleasrue  had  said 
about  him,  although  he  (Mr.  G.)  hated  to  epeak 
about  himself,  it  was  bat  fair  that  he  should  say 
that  be  was  brought  up  a  Democrat  from  his 
youth.  His  father  had  tought  the  battles  of  his 
country  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  never  came 
here  to  Congress  to  beg  for  a  pension  in  coasidera- 
tion  of  his  services. 

He  repeated,  he  was  bronght  up  a  Democrat, 
and  never  had  given  any  vote  whatever  which 
did  not,  in  his  opinion,  and  according  to  the  best  of 
his  judgment,  accord  with  the  principles  of  genuiae 
Democracy.  As  regards  the  statement  that  hehad 
proposed  to  become  the  leader  of  the  Whig  party 
in  his  district,  he  would  say  that  he  never  Jiad 
aspired  to  become  the  leader  of  any  party,  but  on- 
ly  a  faithful  follower  in  the  right  path.  (A  voire: 
**Candidate.'0  As  to  his  alleged  desire  to  be- 
come the  candidate  of  the  Whigs,  on  which  his 
colleague  had  remarked,  be  would  say  that  his  col- 
league spoke  of  that  about  which  he  knew  noth- 
ing, and  which,  in  uU  it$  pmrlt,  wot  ftUe,  His 
colleague,  it  seemed,  had  gone  among  the  Federal- 
ists of  his  district  to  pick  up  scandal  against  bim. 
He  supposed  his  colleague  had  long  contemplated 
making  use  of  it.  It  must  have  been  some  time 
since  his  colleague  took  up  the  idea  of  going 
"overboard,*'  and  knowing  hs  (Mr.  G.»*)  un- 
flinching Democracy,  anticipated  a  broadside  from 
bim,  and  had  prepared  himself  to  bring  it  out  npon 


the   proper  occasion.      [Roars  of    laughter  and 
shouts.] 

Mr.  McKEON  then  took  the  floor;  but  his  first 
remarks  were  very  imperfectly  heard  above  die 
loud  conversation  which  was  carried  en  in  eveiy 
part  of  the  hall.  He  held  it  to  be  necessary  to 
meet  every  quest idn  openly  and  fairly.  The  true 
principles  involved  in  the  contest  now  going  on 
were  not  yet  developed.  It  was  not  a  mere  strife 
between  parties;  but  one  which  might  make  an  in- 
delible impression  npon  the  structure  of  the 
Government.  The  country  had  seen  the  Vice 
President  called  to  the  executive  chair  by  the 
death  of  the  President,  who  came  into  power  pos* 
sessed  with  all  the  emoluments  and  honors  of  rffiee. 
The  party  which  elected  him  said  he  was  pledged 
to  support  certain  measures  and  principles.  He 
thought  otherwise;  and  was  compelled  to  use  the 
veto  power  upon  measures  introduced  and  carried 
through  Congress  by  those  who  bronght  about  bis 
election.  Stripped  of  all  adventitious  circum* 
stances,  it  would  hereafer  be  represented  to  the 
world,  on  the  page  of  history,  by  the  majority,  that 
they  were  compelled  lo  separate  from  the  man  of 
their  choice. 

The  next  step  to  be  taken  was  on  the  part  of  the 
minority.  They  had  to  determine  whether  they 
would  accept  the  patronage,  and  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility, of  the  present  Executive — unless  be 
gave  them  the  measures,  and  carried  oat  the  prin- 
ciples, for  which  they  had  been  contendiog  ever 
since  ike  organization  of  the  Government.  The 
majority  here  said  they  had  left  power  and  patron- 
age because  they  could  not  sustain  the  President  in 
the  principles  which  he  was  carrying  out.  Tlie 
question  for  the  other  party  to  determine  was, 
whether  they  were  ready  to  go  into  power  wifii 
the  responsibility  of  this  Administration  open  their 
shoulders.  For  one,  judging  from  the  conduct  of 
this  Admini^rtration,  and  speaking  in  the  spirit  of 
frankness,  be  was  unaSle  to  see,  either  in  its  rec- 
ommendations to  Congress,  or  in  its  dispensation  of 
power  and  patronage,  or  in  its  editorial  department, 
(if  that  was  to  be  taken  into  account  as  being  by 
authority,)  on  what  prineipU  the  Democratic  party 
was  called  npon  to  sustain  it. 

But  it  was  said,  Would  yon  wage  a  furious  war 
against  this  Administration?  He  answered.  No, 
certainly  not;  but  the  Democratic  party  had  no 
/avor«  to  grant  to  the  Executive.  The  President 
could  command  their  support  whenever  he  was 
right  in  his  cundnct.  When  the  bank  bills  were 
vetoed,  and  the  distribution  bill  defeated,  in  effect, 
by  a  quasi  veto,  they  came  up  faithfully  to  the  sup- 
port ii(  the  principle,  and  not  of  the  man  by  whom 
it  was  carried  out.  He  a$ked.  Where  was  the 
evidence  of  a  furions  opposition  carried  on  against 
this  Administration  by  the  minority  here  in  Con- 
gress? As  to  what  had  been  said  about  ultras,  it 
reminded  him  of  a  remark  in  relation  to  the  zones. 
The  Democratic  and  Whig  parties  were  deciarei 
to  be  in  the  torrid  and  frigid  zones,  whilst 
the  Administration  was  the  only  temperate  zone 
There  were  two  principles  at  work  in  the  world 
one  was  sustained  by  the  onward  movement  party, 
which  held  that  Government  admitted  of  changes, 
reforms,  and  purifications;  the  other  was  advo- 
cated by  a  party  who  were  for  standing  where 
they  had  always  stood,  and  admitting  no  improve- 
ment or  alteiation  whatever  into  the  (Government 
or  iti  policy.  Halfway  between  those  two  parties, 
the  Administra'ion  desired  to  place  itself. 

Here  Mr.  McK.  was  interrupted  by  load  cries 
of  "adjourn;"  and  yielded  to  a  motion  made  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion;  but  the  call  was  not  sustained — only 
17  gentlemen  rising. 

The  House  then  adjourned  at  5  minutes  past 
3  o'clock. 

-«      Bill 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  January  6,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pra  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, traosmiiiing  a  report  from  the  Commissioner 
cf  the  General  Land  Ofllce,  in  answer  to  a  resolo- 
tion  of  the  Senate  passed  in  1841,  showing  what 
amount  of  money  has  been  refunded  to  the  pur- 
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chasers  of  land  in  the  Greensboroagh  (late  St. 
Helena)  land  diatrict:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Als9,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commnnieailon 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  asking  for  an 
appropriation  to  carry  into  f  fleet  the  law  passed  at 
the  last  session,  aathorizing  an  ascertainment  of 
the  damages  done  the  property  of  Daniel  II. 
Haghes  and  others,  by  certain  emigratinir  Creek 
Indians;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  large  namber  of  citizens  of  Franklin  county, 
P*  ,  asking  Congress  to  repeal  ibe  bankrupt  law; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TALLHADGE  presented  a  petition  from 
Brooklyn,  and  one  from  the  city  of  New  York, 
asking  Congress  to  adopt  ihe  exchequer  plan  rec 
ommended  by  the  Execulivf;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  where  the  bill  on  that  subject 
now  lies. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  instructing  the  Sen- 
ators and  requesting  the  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  vote  for  a  bill  refunding  to  Gtent ral  Jack- 
son the  fine  and  costs  imposed  on  him  by  Judge 
Hall,  with  interest  thereon:  ordered  to  be  primed 
and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  in- 
habitants of  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  praying 
that  the  law  which  authoriied  the  issuing  of  boun- 
ty lands  to  the  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  late  war,  and  which  expired  in  1839,  maybe 
renewed  and  extended  in  »ueh  manner  as  Congress 
tbioks  proper:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  CHOATB  presented  a  petition  from  B.  Ad- 
am»  A  Co.,  impoiiing  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  asking  the  refunding  of  duties  which  were 
overpaid  by  ihem  on  goods  imported  under  the  act 
of  1833:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  petition  from  Wm. 
McPherson,  who  was  a  seaman  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  asking  a  pension  for  cer* 
tain  injuries  received  in  such  service:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Navsl  Affairs. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  commissioners  of  internal  improvement 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying  an  extension  of 
the  time  allowed  by  law  for  laying  down  certain 
railroad  iron  imported  for  the  use  of  the  railroads 
in  that  State  free  of  duty:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Finance. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  Ma- 
ry Anne  Boyd,  widow  of  an  officer  who  died  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  asking  the  continu- 
ance of  the  pension  which  she  heretofore  received 
under  the  naval  pension  law  repealed  at  the  last 
session;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pension!^, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Mary 
Part>er,  the  widow  of  Pierce  Power,  for  a  pension; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee, 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dicy;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading;  and  the 
report  aceoaspanying  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  a  petition  from  James 
8.  Conway,  of  Arkansas,  praying  to  be  released 
from  a  certain  judgment  obtained  against  him  by 
the  United  Slates  for  the  recovery  of  a  balance  of 
money  intrusted  to  him  for  disbursement,  on  his 
paying  what  he  alleges  justly  to  be  due:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  f^om  the  House 
for  the  relief  of  the  vestry  and  churchwardens  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Philip,  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  made  a  re- 
port adverse  to  its  passage;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BBRRII^,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary^  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendatipn  that  it  do  pass,  the  House 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
reeentativee  of  Alexander  Macomb,  Robert  Jen- 
nings, and  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Jwatea  Roddy,  as  sareUes  of  Samuel  Champlin,  de- 


ceased, a  paymaster  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States." 

Also,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  thf  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Sltinner. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  certain  copies  of  the,  cenus  return 
and  compendiums  of  the  sixth  census;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RIYEB,  the  petition  of  John 
Good,  of  Ohio  county,  Va.,  praying  the  payment 
to  him  of  certain  damages  sustained  by  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  road,  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  from  the  files,  aud  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Qen- 
eral  to  correct  an  error  in  the  proposals,  and  to 
contract  anew  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Chicago 
to  St.  Joseph's;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  ani  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
regulate  enlistments  in  the  army,  navy,  and  ma- 
rine corps;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with 
a  recommendation  th^U  it  do  pass,  the  House  bill 
to  amend  the  act  establishing  a  district  court  of  the 
United  States  at  Wheeling,  Ya. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  as  a  court  was  soon  to  be 
beM  in  Wheeling,  it  was  deurable  that  the  bill 
should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  forthwith. 
He  asked  that  it  might  be  considered  then.  There 
being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  and,  after  a  few  conversational 
remarks  by  Messrs.  KIMQ,  CRITTENDEN,  BER- 
RIEN, and  ARCHER,  was  reported  to  ihe  Senate, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  heretofore 
by  Mr.  HrfNTiNGTON,  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eratioc: 

Re»olv€d,  That  the  Committee  on. the  Post  Office  and  Poet 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  Ibe  expediency  of  so  modi- 
fying iheextsling  laws,  aa  that  each  Assistant  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  tlie  ad- 
yice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Also,  whether  it  be  expedient  to  repeal  or  modify  the  law 
which  prohibits  contractors  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail 
frvi  carrying,  without  the  cor  sent  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
newspapers  other  than  those  carried  in  the  mail. 

Mr.  H*  remarked,  thai  the  Assistant  Postmasters 
Qeneral  were  formerly  designated  by  law  as  clerks 
and  assistants  to  the  Postmaster  General,  aod  sub- 
ject to  appointment  of  the  Postmaster  General;  but 
by  a  subsequent  law,  they  were  designated  Assist- 
ant Postmasters  General,  and  made  important 
officers.  Still,  the  power  to  appoint  those  officers 
was  left  with  the  Postmaster  Cieneral.  He  main* 
tained  that  theie  was  no  good  reason  why  these 
ass^istants,  who  had  become,  by  *Iaw,  important 
officers,  and  eiercised  the  power  of  dispensiQg  the 
patrcnage  cf  office — who  were,  by  law,  authorized 
to  exercise  all  the  powers  pertaining  to  the  office  of 
Ibe  Postmaster  General  himself,  in  case  of  the 
dfath  or  resignation  of  that  officer, — should  be  ex- 
empt from  the  usual  routine  of  appointment,  (that 
is,  of  nomination  by  the  President,  and  conflrma- 
unn  by  the  Smate;)  especially  so,  as  unimportant 
deputy  postmasters,  whose  salaries  exceed  $1,000, 
are  subjected  to  that  mode  of  appointment.  He 
then  dwell  at  great  length  on  the  second  branch  of 
the  resolution,  touching  the  subject  of  carrying 
newspapers  out  of  the  mails  in  the  usual  mail 
conveyances.  He  impressed  on  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  the  im* 
portance  of  th^,  inquiry,  whether  it  was  right 
that  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  and  those  living 
on  rapid  mail  routes,  should  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  receiving  papers  without  postage,  when  the 
same  privilege  was  not  extended  to  those  liv- 
ing in  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  could  not 
be  from  the  necessity  o  f  the  case — the  uame  facility 
for  ihos  carrying  the  papers  not  existing.  He  was 
aware  that  the  Postmaster  General  had  the  power 
to  grant  the  privilege  to  a  contractor,  at  the  time  of 
making  the  contract  for  carryiiig  the  mail,  to  carry 
papers  out  of  the  mail,  providecl  no  preference  was 
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given  thereby  to  the  proprietor  of  one  newspaper 
over  another  in  the  same  place.  But  such  a  dis- 
cretion and  power  wfts  not  in  accordance  and  con- 
sonance with  our  ini^tituiions.  It  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed; not  because  it  was  abused,  but  because  it 
was  liable  to  abuse.  It  gave  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral a  great  power  over  the  public  press,  because  it 
gave  him  the  means  of  giving  preference  of  one 
newspaper  over  another;  and  the  time  might  come. 
When  ii  would  be  used  to  subserve  the  purposes  of 
party,  and  to  promote  its  ends.  The  public  inter* 
est,  be  said,  did  not  demand  that  he  should  have 
the  power;  it  was  anti-republican,  liable  to  abuse, 
and  ought  to  be  repealed. 

The  question  was  then  pnt  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  bill  (No.  40)  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons herf'tofore  residing  within  the  supposed  limits 
cf  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  but  b^  the  late  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  lines  tnrown  into  the  territo- 
ry of  Texas,  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  for  consideration. 

Mr.  B£RRIEN,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  by  whom  the  bill  had  been  reported 
to  the  Senate,  explained  that  it  was  a  bill  of  last 
session,  which  did  not  reach  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  time  to  be  acted  upon.  It  provides 
relief  for  a  class  of  persons  who  wish  to  remove 
into  the  United  States  with  their  property,  prefer- 
ring to  remain  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  suppose  any  doubt 
could  exist  of  the  right  of  such  persons  to  remove 
into  the  United  States.  They  were  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  had*an  undoubted  right  to  do  so 
without  any  new  law  on  the  sabject. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky;  and  cited  a  caase  in  point,  which 
hftppened  once  between  Virginia  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, when  Virginia  exercised  territorial  govern- 
ment over  the  town  of  Wathington,  near  Wheel- 
ing, though  it  was  subsequently  found  that  the  lo- 
cation fell  within  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania. 
An  issue  was  tried  on  the  point,  whether  slaves 
held  by  citizens  of  Virginia  in  that  town  were  enti- 
tled to  their  ireedom  in  co:isequence  of  long  residentee 
in  it.  And  the  supreme  court  of  Kentucky,  before 
which  the  trial  took  place,  decided  that,  although 
the  town  was  virtually  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, yet  Virginia  having  exercised  territorial  gov- 
einment  over  it  without  interruption  from  Pennsyl* 
vania,  the  slaves  were  the  property  of  their  mas- 
ters, and  were  not  entitled  to  their  freedom;  that, 
in  fact,  the  masters  were  citizens  of  Virginia,  and 
entitled  to  all  their  privileges  as  such.  He  (Mr. 
McR.)  therefore  thought  this  law  unnecessary,  as 
the  persons  who  resided  within  the  supposed  limits 
of  Arkan'as  and  Louisiana,  while  under  the  terri- 
torial government  of  tho«e  Stales,  are  actual  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  have  a  right  to  re- 
move into  the  limits  of  the  States  with  their  proper- 
ty, just  the  same  as  they  wouid  have  if  the  bound- 
ary line  of  Texas  had  been  placed  beyond  them.  - 

Mr.  FULTON  explained  that,  however  un- 
doubted their  right  might  be,  they  might  be 
subjected  to  great  annoyances  and  expenses  in 
trying  that  right;  all  of  which  could  be  avoided  by 
passing  this  act,  the  object  of  which  was  to  remove 
all  pretexts  for  difficulty. 

Mr.  CONRAD  thought  there  ought  lobe  a  slight 
amendment.  The  bill  authorizes  those  penons  to 
bring  into  the  United-  Slates  all  their  property. 
Now,  much  of  this  property  may  have  been  ac- 
quired since  the- boundary  line  was  determined.  It 
may  consist  of  cotton  and  slaves  since  purchased, 
and  not  entiiled  to  be  brought  into  the  States  by 
any  other  citizens.  He  thought  there  should  be 
a  limitation  to  such  prqperty  as  they  possessed  at 
the  time  the  boundary  line  was  determined. 

Mr.  SEVIER  pointed  out  how  injuriously  and 
unequally  such  a  limitation  would  act.  Female 
slaves,  having  children  immediately  after  the  set- 
tlement of  the  boundary,  or  subsequently,  would 
be  compelled  to  leave  them  in  Texas,  though 
brought  into  the  United  States  themselves.  Prop- 
erly transferred  from  one  citizen  to  another  since 
that  period,  or  received  as  inheritance,  might  be  ex- 
cluded. 

Mr.  CONRAD  had  not  thought  of  those  diffi- 
eoltiesi  bis  mind  was  more  immediately  directecl 
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to  ihc  introdaciion  c  f  couod,  the  produce  of  Texas. 
Bttt  if  the  friends  of  the  bill  thought  do  danger  ol 
abuse  would  arise,  he  should  not  press  his  ameod- 
ment. 

Mr.  BERRlfiN  a5&ured  the  Senate  that  the 
bill  was  very  carefully  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  that  it  was  sufficiently 
eoarded  and  confined  to  the  objects  and  purposes 
for  which  it  was  required. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  some  ammdment  was 
necessary  to  avoid  an  inference,  which  might  be 
drawn  from  the  wording  of  the  bill,  that  those 
persons  bad  ceased  to  be  citizens  by  the  act  of  this 
Government,  and  that  Congress  was,  in  this  law, 
resiorinp  their  citizenship.  He  denied  ih?  power 
of  this  Government  to  take  away  the  right  of  citi- 
zenvbip;  and  would  no^  therefore,  sanction  any- 
thing which  might  seem  to  imply  that  the  citizen- 
ship of  these  persons  was  in  the  slightest  degree 
im,paired  or  gendered  doobiful  by  their  being 
thrown  within  tUe  limits  of  Texa5.  To  avoid  any 
construction  of  this  nature,  he  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, ihe  necessity  for  which  he  explained  at  con- 
siderable length.  *  . 
[  A  long  dkscussion  ensued  as  to  the  necffssity  for 
any  amendment;  in  which  Messrs.  ALLEN,  BER- 
RIEN, CRITTENDEN,  KING,  MOREHEAD, 
McROBERTS,  WOODBURY,  and  BAYARD, 
took  part;  all  concurring  that  the  change  oi  the 
boundary  line  did  not  impair  the  citizenship  ef  those 
persons,  and  that,  therefore,  without  any  new  law, 
they  might  return  into  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
fully  entitled  to  the  exercise  of  their  citizenship; 
but  some  believing  that  the  same  immunity  did  not 
extend  to  their  property. 

Mr;  BAYARD  suggested  that,  by  changing  a 
word,  the  difficulty  migin  be  removed.  It  might 
he  expressed  that  thofe  persons  "returning"  into 
Ihe  United  States  might  bring  in  their  property, 
Ae. 

Mr.  ALLEN  accepted  thi«  modification,  and 
made  his.  amendment  comform  to  the  suggediion. 
He  called  for  the  }eas  and  nay;-;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  taken, 
and  derided  in  the  negative— yeas- 13,  na>s25. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  the  bill,  will  out 
any  amendment,  provided  fcr  the  return  of  those 
persons,  with  all  their  property,  into  the  United 
Stales,  upon  taking  the  course  pointed  out  by  it, 
of  applying  to  the  proper  court  for  the  necessary 
authority  to  remove  the  property  in  conformity  to 
law. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
witboHt  amendment;  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was  agreed  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  should  be  to  Monday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  memorial 
and  papers  of  Wm.  Duval). 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  claimants  of  slaves 
lost  in  the  Comet  and  Encomium,  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  and  paid  for  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, was  then  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Inquiry  bein<?  made  as  to  the  nature  of  the  bill,  by 
Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  KING,  it  was  explained 
byMr-ORAHAM  that  a  balance  of  the  indem- 
nity paid  by  the  British  Gk)vernment  remained  in 
the  treasury  of  the  Uoiied  States;  and  that,  of  righ% 
it  belonged  to  the  claimant;;  but,  owing  to  the  man* 
ner  in  which  it  bad  been  k«pt  back,  (which  was 
done  to  see  whether  any  claims  for  insurance,  &c., 
might  spring  up,)  the  money  could  not  be  paid  out 
without  a  special  law  for  the  purpose.  Tbit  act 
was  at  the  insiauce  of  the  department;  and  merely 
gave  to  the  owners  of  the  money  the  (7,965  which 
remained  of  the  indemnity  paid  into  the.  treasury 
for  the  claimants  by  Great  Britain. 

This  explanation  proving  satisfactory,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  (hill  No.  38)  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pon  Office  and  Post  Roads,  for  the 
relief  of  George  P.  Hill,  postmaster  of  New 
Orleans,  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  explained  by  Mr.  CONRAD.  It  ap- 
peared by  his  statement,  that  in  1841,  in  conse- 


quence of  the  new  regulation*?  limifirg  theemolu 
meats  of  postmasters  to  |5,000  per  annum,  and  in 
con*equence  of  greater  expense  to  the  postmaster 
at  New  Orleans  than  other  postmasters  were  sub-' 
ject  to,  an  allowance  of  (800  «as  madfe  to  him  by 
the  department  to  meet  the  exce.^s  of  expense. 
Bat  the  rent  from  boxes  and  commission  did  not 
pay  him  the  full  salary  and  allowance — falling 
short  about  (650.  This  hilt  was  to  authorize  him 
to  refund  himself  that  amount  oat  of  the  box  rents 
of  the  office. 

Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  KING  opposed  the  bill; 
and  before  any  question  was  taken  on  it. 

The  Senate  adiouroed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  January  6. 1843. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  nortl  ein  Pennsylvania,  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  READ  presented  the  petition  of  384  citi- 
zens of  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Troy 
to  Athens,  in  said  county. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Bradford 
and  Susquehanna  counties,  praying  for  a  mail 
route  from  Montrose,  in  Susquehanna  county,  to 
Athens,  in  Br/.dford  county. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Re»olved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  infltruciedto  inqaiie  into  itie  expediency  of  allowing  a  pen- 
Biun  to  CatbarineGood,  widow  of  Jacob  Good,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WHITE  ot  Indiana  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry,  shipwrights  of  New  York,  in  favor 
of  the  erection  of  a  dry  d^ck  at  that  place:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairi. 

STEAM  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Retolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  communicate 
to  tiiis  HoaM,  as  early  as  possible,  the  number  of  steamlKtaui, 
and  their  tonnage,  employed  on  the  Misaisaippi  rfver,  from  Jan- 
uary 1, 1841,  to  January  1,  1843,  and  their  probable  cost  or 
value,  and  the  value  of  the  cargoes  transported  in  them;  the 
number  of  persons  annually  employed  in  navigating  lbem,and 
the  number  of  persons  conveyed  as  passengers  in  them  for  ii>e 
years  aforesaid;  the  number  and  value  of  the  steamboats  lost 
or  materially  damaged  in  each  of  the  said  yean,  and  the  cause 
of  such  loss  or  material  injury,  and  the  loss  sustained  by  (he 
destruction  or  damage  of  the  catgoes  of  such  boats,  with  an 
aggregate  of  the  Io»  and  damage  of  boats  and  cargoes,  distin- 
guishing  between  those  lost  by  the  boats  running  on  snags,  bars, 
and  rocks,  and  those  lost  from  other  causes;  also,  the  number 
of  lives  lost  during  the  said  lime,  malting  the  same  distinction. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  requested  Mr.  T.  to  modify 
his  resolution^  so  as  to  include  steamboats  navi- 
gating the  lakes;  which  being  assented  to,  the  reso- 
lution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day,  when 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  regular 
order  of  business  would  be  the  calling  for  the  re- 
ports of  the  standing  committees. 

The  committees  being  called  on,  the  following 
reports  were  severally  made. 

WAR  OFFICE. 

Mr.  STANLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  thv 
President's  message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments as  relates  to  the  army,  reported  the  follow • 
ing  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  CAmmiitee  on  Public  Buildings  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  what  amount 
of  appvopriation  is  necessary  for  the  erection  of  an  additional 
building  for  the  War  Department,  with  a  plan  of  said  build- 
ing. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  iba  relief  of  William 
Faber;  which  was  read  twice,  and,  after  being  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PENSION  AGENTS. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  from  the  Senate  making  -  comp«nsft. 
lion  to  pension  agents;  which  was  refcrre(f  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  same  committee, 


to  which  bad  been  referred  the  l)ill  from  itie  Set* 
ate  to  continue  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Pen. 
^ions,  reported  the  »ame  without  amend  me  bt. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  the  bill  wu 
then  carried  through  its  different  siagiF,  ud 
passed. 

Mr.  FORNANCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Re». 
olutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  grantiog  pep. 
sions  to  certain  widows  of  revolutionary  soldieis; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  same  eommiitee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Gray;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  J  AS.  COOPER  asked  leave  to  submit  the 

following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  postmaster  of  the  House  be,  aod  be 
is  hereby,  instructed  to  furnish  to  the  reporters  of  the  debaief 
in  this  House  such  a  quantity  of  stationeries  may  be  requind 
hy  them  in  reporting  said  debates,  of  which  an  account  iball  be 
kapi. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  C.  observed,  that  he  underetood,  for  the  first 
time  this  morning,  that  the  reporters  had  been  far- 
nishing  their  own  stationery;  and,  as  (heir  rept)rit 
were  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  poblie, 
he  thought  the  expense  of  their  stationery  at  least 
should  be  be  me  by  the  House.  He,  accordinglj, 
moved  a  susptnsion  of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  bf 
receiving  the  resolution. 

Mr  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  aad 
nay,  but  they  were  not  ordered*,  and. 

On  (akin<  the  question,  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Q1X.MER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  out*. 
morrow,  ssk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  abolish 
certain  subordinate  offices  in  the  General  Land  Of* 
fice. 

GENERAL  JACKSON^S  FINE. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  next  bnsi- 
Bess  in  order  would  be  the  unfinished  bosinrssof 
yesterday,  which  was  the  resolution  of  the  gentl^ 
man  from  New  York,  f  Mr.  Bowne,]  directing  the 
Committee  oaihe  Jodicisry  to  report  a  bill  to  refnod 
the  fine  imposed  on  (ieneral  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans  in  1815,  by  Judge  Hall— the  question  pend- 
ing being  upon. the  motion  of  Mr.  Abnolo  to  con- 
mil  the  whole  subject  to  the  Commit'eeof  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and 
as  a  preface  to  the  ramarks  he  was  about  to  make, 
submitted  the  following  amendment: 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  word  'resolved,^  aad  in- 
sert— 

''That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom 
has  been  referred  that  part  uf  the  message  of  the 
President  if  the  United  States  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  which  recoibmends  the  rein* 
bursement  of  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jack- 
son by  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  at 
New  Orleans,  in  March,  1815,  be  instructed  to  re- 
port within days  an  amendment  to  be  pro- 
nosed  to  the  bill  No,  503,  no  win  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which  shall 
make  the  bill  conformable  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  President,  *  wUhoui  duignUig  oAy  reJUetm 
on  thejvLdicial  IrihufuU  which  imposed  thefint.^ 

<  ''And  that  the  said  committee  do  farther  repon 
their  opinion,  whether  the  declaration  of  martial 
law  by  Gkneral  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  was  with- 
in the  competency  of  his  ofllcial  powers,  by  the  lavs 
of  war,  without  violation  of  the  Conatitotion  of  the 
United  Slates;  and,  if  so,  whether  his  imprisonmrnt 
of  Dominick  A.  Hall,  judge  of  the  district  eout 
of  the  Uoiied  States,  and  his  arrest  and  subjection  of 
Louis  Louallier,  a  member  of  the  Legislatore  of 
the  State  of  Ijouisiana,  to  a  trial  by  a  court  mar- 
tial, appointed  by  General  Jackson  himself,  were 
justifiable  acts  of  martial  law,  and  not  an  abiitTC 
exercise  of  derpotie  and  arbitrary  power. 

*'And  also  their  opinion  whether,  by  the  ^ 
sage  of  this  act,  according  to  the  reeommenditioa 
in  the  message  of  the  President,  the  sanction  of  Cob- 
grefs  will  be  given  to  the  principle  that  these  lets 
of  General  Jackson  belong  to  that  class  of  eases  in 
which  punishment  may  well  be  restrained  within 
that  limit  which  'asserts  and  maini&ins  the  ait- 
thoriiy  of  the  law,  and  the  subjection  of  the  mili- 
tary to  the  civil  power.' " 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  amendmes) 
was  out  of  order,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Ten* 
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nessee  [Mr.  Arnold]  would  withdraw  his  motion 
fo  commit. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  wi  hdrew  his  motion;  and  the 
amendment  was  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  offered  the  amendment, 
in  order  that  the  bill,  if  passed  at  all,  shonld  be 
passed  in  the  precise  manner  recommended  by  the 
President.  In  order  to  sbbw  this,  be  would  call 
attention  to  the  paragraph  in  the  n^essage  of  the 
President: 

**I  recommend  to  Congress-  to  take  into  con- 
sideraiiion  the  propriety  of  reimbursing  a  fine  im« 
posed  on  Gkneral  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  acd  defence  of  that  citj,  and 
paid  by  him.  Without  designing  any  reflection  on 
the  judicial  tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine,  the 
remission,  at  this  day,  may  be  regarded  as  not  un- 
just or  ineipedientJ* 

His  amendm9nt  would  hare  the  effect  of  return- 
ing the  fine  without  reflecting  upon  the  jodicial 
tribunal  by  which  it  was  imposed.  The  President 
wen  t  further,in  the  same  spirit,  and  recommendekl  the 
remission  of  the  fine' on  the  principle  that  the  Judge 
was  executing  faithfully  the  duties  of  his  ofllce; 
that  the  treatment  of  him,  and  the  trial  of  Louallier 
by  a  court-martial  appointed  by  Gkn.  Jackson, 
were  ▼iolations  of  law;  and  the  remission  of  the 
fine  was  a  mere  act  of  oblivion,  without  impair- 
ing, but,  on  the  contrary,  confirming  the  propriety 
of  the  action  of  the  Jadge.  The  President  said: 
"Without  designing  any  reflection  on  the  judicial 
tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine,  the  remission,  at 
this  day,  majTbe  regarded  as  not  unjust  or  inexpe- 
dient." He  hoped  the  House  would  obeerve  the 
cautious  phraseology  of  this  passage.  The  Presi* 
dent  did  not  say  that  the  remission  would  not  be 
unjust  or  inexpedient,  but  that  *'it  may  be  so  re- 
garded.'* 

Again,  the  President  says:  **The  voice  of  the 
civil  authority  was  heard  amidst  the  glitter  of  arms, 
and  obeyed  by  those  who  held  the  sword;  thereby 
giving  additional  ustre  to  a  memorable  military 
achievement.*'  What  was  the  meaning  of  this? 
Hie  voice  af  the  civil  authority  was  kuard  and 
cktyed.  What  was  that  but  an  acknowledg- 
aaent  of  the  justice  of  the  act?  It  was  assigned 
by  the  President,  as  a  motive  for  passing  the  bill, 
that  General  Jackson  obeyed  the  judgment  of  the 
court.  Farther,  the  President  said:  *'It  can  hard- 
he  doubted  that  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the  war- 
worn veteran,  now  in  retirement  and  in  the  winter 
of  his  days,  to  be  relUmd  from  the  circumstances 
in  which  that  judgment  placed  him."  Certainly, 
ee  far  as  the  payment  of  money  was  concerned,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  remisBion  would  be  very 
gratifying;  but  whether  the  "war-worn  veteran*' 
was  willing  to  accept  a  donation  on  that  princi- 
ple, was  another  question. 

The  President  next  proceeded  to  lay  down  a 
principle  of  extraordinary  importance;  and  the 
more  so,  because  the  President  had  recommended 
the  passage  of  this  bill  in  discharge  of  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  his  duty.  What  did  he  say?  *'There 
are  cases  in  which  public  funciionaries  may  be 
called  on  to  weigh  the  public  interest  against  their 
own  personal  hazards;  and  if  the  civil  law  be  vio- 
lated from  praiseworthy  motives,  or  an  overruling 
sense  of  public  danger  and  public  necessity,  punish- 
ment  may  well  be  restrained  within  that  limit 
which  asserts  and  maintains  the  authority  of  the 
law,  and  the  subjection  of  the  miliiary  to  the  civil 
power."  l^NMifciiieiif— that  was  the  word.  Gen. 
Jackson  was  to  be  relieved  from  the  punishment 
inflicted  upon  him  for  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws.  The  funiahnuiu  was  to  be  remitted. 
Again:  <*The  defence  of  New  Orleans,  while  it 
saved  a  city  f<om  the  .hands  of  the  enemy,  placed 
the  name  of  General  Jackson  among  those  of  the 
greatest  captains  cf  ihe  age,  and^Uustrated  one  of 
the  brightest  pages  of  our  history."  it  was,  then, 
Ihe  defence  of  New  Orleans,  the  brilliant  victory 
then  adiieved,  and  not  the  imprisonment  of  Judge 


Hall— not  the  ^abjeeti<»  of  Louallier  to  trial  by  a 
court  mairiial,  appointed  by  Jackson^  which  gave  a 
claim  to  the  remission  ef  the  fine.  The  question 
was,  whether,  in  oonaideration,  of  these  services, 
General  Jackson  ought  not  to  be  nUevd  from  the 
circumstances  whicih  this  righteous  judgment  had 
inflicted  upon  him. 

The  President  thus  concluded  the  paragraph  to 
which  he  referred:  *'Now  that  the  causes  of  excite- 
ment existing  at  the  time  have  ceased  to  operate,  it 
is  believed  that  the  remission  of  this  fine,  and 
whatever  of  gratification  that  remission  might 
cause  the  eminent  man  who  incurred  and  paid  it, 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  general  feeling 
and  wishes  of  the  American  people.*'  Now,  he 
would  not  deny  that  the  American  people  wished 
this  fine  to  be  paid  back.  It  might  be  so.  At 
least  a  portion  of  them  wished  it — a  portion  com- 
monly called  *'(he  Democratic  party.'*  He  would 
remark  that  the  party  which  pushed  this  measure 
with  such  solicitude  in  the  State  Legislatures  and 
tn  this  body — where,  from  their  extreme  anxiety  to 
avoid  discussion,  they  wished  to  call  the  previous 
question— had  an  additional  motive,  besides  that  of 
relieving  the  ** war-worn  veteran"  from  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  righteous  judgment 
placed  him.  Much  bad  been  recently  taid  about 
setting  up  the  Presidency  at  auction,  as  the  piseto- 
rian  guards  once  did  in  the  Roman  empire.  He 
must  say,  if  auctioneering  was  to  elect  the 
next  President,  that  this  measure — not  of  Anglo- 
Saxon,  Anglo-Irish,  or  Anglo-Scotch,  but  of  French 
origin,  operating  first  on  the  Legislature  of  New 
York— was  one  of  the  best  auction  schemes  that 
had  entered  into  the  campaign.  All  this  desire  of 
the  people  to  have  General  Jackson's  fine  remitted, 
was  but  a  species  of  auctioneering  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  good-will  of  General  Jackson  was 
courted  by  all  the  divisions  of  the  Democratic 
party.  Prom  the  first  proposition  of  the  measure 
in  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  to  its  late  sanc- 
tion in  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina — the  land 
of  the  bloody  bill — every  effort  made  in  its  behalf 
was  traceable  to  auctioneering  for  the  Presidency. 

Rumors  were  afloat — he  could  not,  of  eourse, 
vouch  for  their  truth— that  the  great  presidential 
question  between  the  various  divisions  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  was  to  be  ultimately  decided  by  Gen. 
Jackson  himself.  It  seemed  to  be  given  out  that 
he  waa  to  be  the  president  of  the  national  Demo- 
cratic convention;  and  who  knew  what  the  result 
would  be?  Such  were  the  rumors  which  were 
afloat.  Vtom  what  the  House  had  seen,  it  was 
clear  that  all  the  divisions  of  the  party  were  bum- 
ble suitors  for  the  good-will  or  neutrality  of  Gen. 
Jackson.  He  did  not  expressly  assign  the  para- 
graph in  the  message  of  the  President  to  that  pur- 
pose. The  President  alOne  knew  what  were  his 
motives;  and,  therefore,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  not  say 
that  this  was  a  bid  in  the  great  auction.  If  it  was, 
however,  a  bid,  he  would  say  that  it  was  not  a  very 
good  one.  He  thought  the  "war-worn  veteran" 
would  say  that  such  a  bid  won't  do.  At  ^ny  rate, 
he  wished  to  have  the  trial  made,  by  putting  the 
bill  in  precisely  the  same  terms  recommended  by 
the  President,  in  order  to  see  whether  the  "war- 
worn veteran"  would  take  it. 

He  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the  oonclu  jing 
portion  of  his  resolution;  and  it  was  read.  The 
House  would  perceive,  from  this,  that  he  proposed 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  this  would  come  under  that  class  of  cases 
to  which  the  President  referred  as  justifying  a 
violation  of  the  civil  law.  He  wished  the  fact  to 
be  reported  to  the  House.  Should  the  bill  pass  in 
the  form  asked  for  by  General  Jackson,  it  would, 
in  effect,  become  the  law  of  the  land  in  all  future 
time.  Should  it  be  passed,  it  would  be  recognising 
the  right  of  a  commander  of  the  army  to  declare 
martial  law,  and  prostrate  every  rghi  of  the  citi- 
zen. There  was  na  alternative  left.  The  bill  most 
either  be  passed  in  the  form  recommended  by  the 
I  President,  or  it  would  recognise  a  violation  of  the 


laws.  Oae  thing  or  the  other  must  be  done.  The 
Question  was,  whether  the  House  would  coaaent  to 
pass  the  bill  in  such  a  shape  as  to  eanction  thapria- 
ciple  that  the  comaumder  of  the  army  has  the  pow- 
er to  dedaie  martial  law  by  hie  own  authority,  and 
without  instructions  from  the  Government,  and 
thus  take  away  the  privileges^  property,  and  Uvea 
of  citizens  at  his  pleasure.  Sanction  this,  and 
your  children  to  the  latest  day  will  be  subject  to 
martial  law  at  the  fiat  not  only  of  the  President, 
but  of  a  commander  of  an  army.  Ton  must  re- 
mit the  fine,  and  at  the  same  time  recognise  the 
punishment,  or  do  as  General  Jackson  demands- 
stigmatize  the  character  of  a  dead  man  who  had 
the  courage  and  the  nerve  to  discharge  his  dtity. 
This,  too,  must  be  done  when  the  judge  has  been 
dead  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  and  no  friend  here 
to  vindicate  his  acts. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  A.,  the 
Speaker  announced  the  expiration  of  that  portion 
of  his  hour  that  remained  over  from  yesterday. 

Mr.  C.  J.  IXi^GBBSOLL  said  he  thought  the  gen- 
tleman's hour  was  up. 

Mr.  BVERBTT  said  the  question  was  a  new 
one,  an  amendment  having  been  offered,  and  the 
gentleman  was  entitled  to  his  hour. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  replied  that  if  a  gen- 
tleman might  thus  renew  questions,  he  might  go  oft 
to  ^ak  forever.  . 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  gentleman  froni 
Pennsylvania  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  designed 
not  to  enter  entirely  into  the  discussion  on  thiatub* 
ject,  but  to  address  himself  to— 

Bir.  ADAMS  rose,  amidst  a  confused  noise  of 
voices,  and  addressed  4he  Chair. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  had  the  floor. 

Mr  ADAMS  said  he  claimed  the  benefit  of  tli» 
rules,  aecording  to  previous  practice. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said,  unless  there  was 
an  appeal,  be  should  not  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  retorted  that  the  gentfeman  was 
not  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  he  (Mr.  A.)  claimed 
it,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  exua  session,  at 
which  one  gentleman  made  a  speech  of  two  hours* 
length  by  simply  changing  the  question  at  the  ex« 
piiation  of  his  first  hour. 

Mr.  WISE  begged  leave  to  state  a  fact  in  jutti« 
fication  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER,  however,  went  en  to  explain 
the  case  to  which  allusion  had  been  made;  and  he 
was  understood  to  say  that  there  was  not  a  two 
hours'  speech  made,  as  the  gentleman  from  Mas* 
sachnsetts  had  avened;  but  when  the  gentleman 
who  bad  the  floor  got  through  his  hour;  a  newques* 
tion  was  made,  and  the  same  gentleman  got  the 
floor  on  that  new  question.  There  was  not  a  con- 
tinuance of  a  speech  by  a  change  of  the  question 
by  the  gentleman  on  the  floor;  and  if  it  were  al- 
lowed, it  must  be  obvious  to  the  House  that  it 
would  operate  as  a  repeal  of  the  hour  rule,  and  a 
gentleman  might,  in  that  way,  cpeak  a  week. 

Mr.  WISE  reminded  the  Chair  that,  at  the 
extra  session,  he  attempted  to  do  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  now  wished  to  do;  but 
the  Speaker  overruled  him,  and  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained by  the  House. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  inquired  if,  during  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  bankrupt  law,  this  rule  had  not  been 
dispensed  with.  He  was  understood  to  refer  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Go&doii,] 
who  spoke  some  days  ago,  and  aaain  yesterday, 
on  that  bill.  [A  member  was  beard  to  say  that  the 
question  was  then  in  a  different  shape.]  To  bring 
the  question  before  tbe  House,  he  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  explained,  that  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Goanoifl  spoke  some 
days  ago,  the  question  was  in  a  different  shape;  and 
that,  it  haviag  been  changed,  he  ag^  got  the  floor 
yesterday,  which  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 

'  Mr.  WINTHROP  said  the  genaeman  froQ^ 
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Massaehosetts  spoke  this  morning  under  a  new 
motion;  and  it  was  not  a/»8e  of  a  gentleman  who 
made  a  motion,  to  lengthen  his  time  to  speak. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  occnpted  half  an  hour  yesterday, 
and  he  had  the  floor  this  morning»  to  occupy  the 
lesidue  of  his  time;  and  therefore  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  further  time,  because,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  he  submitted  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WIin*HROP  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL'  then    resumed   his 
speech,  but  for  some  time  he  was  scarctly  audible 
above  the  bum  of  oonversaUon  which  prevailed 
through  the  hall.    He  was^  however,  understood 
10  $ay  that  he  should  confine  himself  to  an  answer 
to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
IMr.  Adams,]  reserving  himself  for  a  future  op- 
portunity to  discuss  the  matter  at  large,  when  he 
should  come  fully  and  Talrly  before  the  House  and 
the  country;  and  he  could  assure  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  he  should  treat  him  with 
all  proper  courtesy  and  respect.    But  he  might  now 
congratulate  him  and  the  House,  that,  after  a 
months  inexplicable  silence,  he  had  at  length  re- 
covered his,  speech;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  he 
congratulated  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
on  his  return— he  would  not  say  to  the  praetorian 
guard,  or  to  any  other  guard;  for,  if  his  reading 
was  correct,  the  preetorian  guard  not  only  put  up 
at  auction  the  Roman  empire,  but  they  sold  it  to  a 
negrc — but  he  congratulated  him  on  his  return  to 
presidential   support.     He,   (Mr.   I.,)   however, 
would  say  that  the  presidential  message  had  not 
prompted  his  acUon.    And  this  he  would  say,  that, 
at  he  was  the  only  member  of  this  House  who 
stood  upon  that  floor  on  the  6th  February,  1815, 
when  the  news  of  the  victory  ot  New  Orleans  ar- 
rived—and. never  could,  he  forget,  it-rso  he  was 
the  author  of  the  modest  bill  on  the  table,  excul- 
pating the  judge,  and  removing  the  stain  from  one 
individual,  without  commnnieating  any  tafftish  to 
the  other. 

.  As  he  was  here  in  1815,  and  was  here  now,  with 
a  heart  full  of  gratitude  to  Andrew  Jackson— 
though,  as  he  wa^  reminded  on  a  former  oocasion. 
General  Jackson  thrust  ^m  from  office,  [lai^hier;] 
and  therefore  he  (Mr.  I.)  was  under  no  obligation 
10  him— he  acted  here  with  respect  certainly  for  the 
President,  but  without  earing  what  the  President 
had  recommended.  He  acted  because  his  imme- 
diate constiments  bad  sent  here  many  petitions,  and 
urged  him  at  the  last  session  to  bring  the  matter 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  In  that  he  had 
motive  for  action;  and  the  House  would  do  him 
the  justice  to  observe  thai,  having,  by  great  good 
fortune,  navigated  a  little  bill  through  the  perilous 
difficulties  of  a  committee,  in  which  the  Speaker 
knew  be  was  in  a  very  humble  minority— and 
having  presented  a  report  there,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  bis  associates  on  that  committee,  (with 
whom  he  had  enjoyed  the  mo^t  pleasant  personal 
intercourse,  as  he  hoped  he  should  coniinne  to  do,) 
and  a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  was  not  here 
this  session,  but  who  at  the  last  session  gave  him 
his  countenance  and  support, — ^he  repeated,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  do  him  the  justice  to 
observe,  that  he  had  waited  for  no  recommenda* 
tion  from  a  gentleman  sometimes  called  John  Ty- 
ler, sometimes  Captain'  Tyler,  and  sometimes  the 
President  of  ibe  United  States,  signifying  that  it 
should  be  done;  but  he  had 'acted  upon  those 
things  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
was  the  special  champion-— the  petitions  of  the  peo- 
ple— particularly  his  own  constituents.  He  had 
not  even  wanted  the  promptings  of  Maj.  Davezac 
or  Captain  Anybody;  but  he  had  acted  on  that  fcr 
^hicb  he  hoped  he  should  have  credit,  and  that  he 
should  not  be  included  in  the  cruel  imputations 
and  the  unsparing  disparagement  with  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  this  momirg 
assailed  the  motives  of  every  gentleman  who  bad 
taken  part  in  this  debate.  Under  all  the  cireum- 
fttances,  in  what  he  had  said  and  done,  he  hoped 
his  motives  might  not  be  supposed  to  be  what  they 
were  not.  He  had,  however,  risen  for  the  pur- 
pose... 

The  SPkAKER  here,  by  the  falling  of  his  mal- 
let, announced  to  the  gentleman  from  Peiinsylva- 
^  tbi^t  U»e  morning  hour  had  expired* 


Mr.  C.  J.  INGER80LL  said  he  was  called  br 
some  extraordinary  circumstances  to  go  home  to- 
morrow, and,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  go  on  to- 
day,  he  would  be  glad  to  do  so.    [Cries  of  "Let 

him  go  on."] 

The  SPEAKER  was  about  to  put  the  question 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  should 
be  allowed  to  proceed?  when 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  that  mo- 
tion; on  which,  there  were  97  in  the  affirmative, 
and  70  in  the  negative.  The  motion  was  lost— 
two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  afterwards  aaid  he  would 
remain  until  tomorrow,  for  the  purpose  of  finish- 
ing his  remarks. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  for  die  orders  of  the  day, 
viz:  private  bills, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  House  resume 
the  considisration  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  and  he  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
question  might  be  taken  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  would  require  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  suspension  of  the 

rules. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays: 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  resulted  thus — yeas 
113,  nays  90;  which  was  less  than  a  majority  of 
two-thirds,  and,  therefore,  the  motion  did  not 
prevail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COWEN,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
the  following  bills,  to  which  no  objections  were 
made,  were  severally  considered  and  laid  aside  to 
be  reported  to  the|House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asahel  Lee,  Harvey  Lee, 
and  Samuel  Lee. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Coxe. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Tuck. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  Gilson. 

A  bsll  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Chandler. 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  the  assignees 
•f  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Todd  and  James  McGill. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Britton. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Dunham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Allspach. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  E.  Hunt  and 
others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Conrad  House. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Boyd  Reilly. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Randall,  John  C 
Haskell,  and  E.  H.  Holmes. 

A  biU  for  the  relief  of  Robert  G.  Ford. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  D.  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catherine  Wilson;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Major  General  the  Baron  de  Kalb, 
deceased. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  wished  to  have  taken  up  a 
bill  to  refund  a  certain  sum  of  money  which  had 
been  deposited  in  the  treasury,  and  which  could 
not  be  drawn  therefrom  without  authority  of  law 
— (understood  to  have  been  deposited  ihere  by  Mr. 
Forsyth.) 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  GID- 
DINGS, COWEN,  and  UNDERWOOD  partici- 
pated, objection  was  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COWEN,  the  committee  then 
rose,  and  reported  a  number  of  bills  to  the  House. 

The  following  bills  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  afterwards  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Baron  De  Kalb. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asahel  Lee,  Henry  Lee, 
and  Samuel  Lee. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  D.  Tuck. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  CoXe. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D  Gilson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  R.  Chandler. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  er  the  as- 
signees of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Todd  and  James 
McGill. 

An  ac|  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Britton. 

An  act  for  the  relief  Daniel  Dunham. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Allspach. 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Hunt  aod 

others.  _        ,  _ 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Conrad  Honse. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Randall,  J.  C. 
Haskell,  and  E.  H.  Holmes,  . 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  G.  Ford. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Catherine  Wilson. 

An  act  for  the  reUef  of  Boyd  ReiUy . 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  motion  to  re: 
consider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Philip  Renault  was  passed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  addressed  the  House  at  soait 
length;  and  then. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FES8ENDEN, 

The  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satubdat,  January  T,  1843. 

Mr.  GUSTINE  presented  the  petition  of  Geoige 
A.  O^Brien,  for  indemnification  for  losses  sustained 
by  bis  father,  Richard  O'Brien,  Consul  General  of 
the  Barbary  powers  previous  to  1800. 

Mr.  READ  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  eiti- 
lens  of  Tioga  county,  Pcnn.,  praying  for  a  new  pott^ 
route  in  said  county,  from  Elkland  torMiddlebaig; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poet 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  presented  the  petitioB 
of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Southport,  Ton- 
tory  of  Wisconsin,  numerously  signed,  asking 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  light-house  u 
that  town,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Micbigtn. 
'  Mr.  SOLLERS  introduced  the  Hon.  Chirlis 
S.  Sewsll,  the  successor  of  the  Hon.  Jamis  W. 
WiLUAMs,  deceased,  who  took  the  oath  and  his 

seat. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  presented  ■  petition  of  apor- 
tion  of  his  constituents,  praying  for  m  reduction  of 
the  rate  of  postage  on  letters,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  penny>po6tage  system. 

Mr.  HUNT  offered  the  following  resoluaon, 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Reaolved,  That  th«  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  ind  Port 
Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eetabltohing,  by  liw, » 
mail  route  between  the  Tillage  of Xaiieingbureh  and  Bcagho. 
coke  Point  (in  the  county  of  RenaMlaer  and  Stale  of  New 
York)  on  the  Bcaghticoke  and  Lanaingburgh  turnpike  roid. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  the  House  todis. 
charge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  a  sioall 
bill  to  establish  a  new  judidal  district  in  Kentoekj, 
so  that  it  might  be  paml. 

Objections  were  made,  and  the  committee  vis 
not  discharged. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  mored  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  be  disehirgd 
from  House  bill  No.  548,  being  a  bill  to  redooe 
the  compensation  of  members  of  the  Senate  ind 
House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Delegates  fron 
the  Territories,  and  to  repeal  all  other  lavsoft 
that  subject;  and  that  the  same  be  made  the  speeiii 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Objections  weie  made. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rale, 
and  on  that  motion  he  called  for  the  yess  ind 

nays.  ,  , 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  if  that  subject  bid 
been  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER'S  reply  was  not  distinctly  betrdi 
but,  after  a  lew  words  from  Mr.  GUSHING,  the 
question  was  put  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  it  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  called  for  tellers;  but  only  nine- 
teen  rose  in  support  of  that  call,  and  tellers  were 
not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  t» 
suspend  the  rnles,  and  it  was  negatived. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  DODGE,  it  was 

Retolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Teniiorlee  be  irutrod- 
ed  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  proridlng  by  lawjor.ij* 
election  by  the  people  of  the  Territoiy  of  Wiaconain  of  sheniB, 
judgee  of  probate,  jueticee  of  the  peace,  and  of  all  other  ofllcai 
now  elected  by  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  COLES,  it  was 

Reaotwd.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav?  be  diiectrf  to 
report  to  this  House  whether  the  officen  of  the  ezplenw  »• 
pedltion  have  received  extra  pay  for  their  aenrioes;  mw,  ifi^ 
to  report  specially  aa  to  the  propriety  of  sanctioning  mch  p«7' 
ments,  or  of  enforcing  their  repay  menu 

On  the  motion  V  Mr.  HENRY,  it  was 

Heeotoed,  That  the  Committee  on  Prirate  Land  CtaJmba 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  grantfaig  IWiicw 
4)f  boanty  land  lo  John  McOionis,  oflfiaccer  coaoty,rin& 
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■oldier  in  the  late  war,  who  enlieted  ihe  let  dav  of  March.  1813, 
for  the  pariod  of  during  the  war,  aervedin  the  corps  oiartiN 
lery,  and  was  discharged  the  17ih  March,  1815;  ana  that  said 
committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  €ie  motion  of  Mr.  McKEON,  it  was 

lUsolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  communtcaie  to  this  House  the  naoies  of  the  parties  entitled, 
and  the  amounts  respectively  due,  of  the  old  funoed  and  unfund* 
ed  dobi  payable  on  presentation. 

Oa  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  wai 

ReMivedt  That  the  Secretary  ofVV^r  t)e  directed  to  com- 
municate 10  this  House  any  reports  in  relation  to  the  lake 
harbors  which  may  have  been  received  since  his  annual 
report 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  any  other 
business  that  would  interfere  with  the  regular 
morning  business. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  for  reports  from 
committees. 

Mr.  G.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Gommittee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  supplemental  to 
an  act  of  the  S4th  of  May,  1828,  to  continue  a 
copyright  to  John  Rowlett;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed.  - 

Mr.  BURNELL,  from  the  Gommittee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain persons  composing  the  guard  of  marines 
of  the  late  exploring  expedition,  under  Lieut. 
Wilkes,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  Ike  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  said 
petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

He  went  on  to  make  some  observations  on  his 
motion,  amidst  I requent  interrnptious. 

After  some  fuither  remarks  from  Mr.  BUR- 
X9ELL, 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  moved  to  lay  the  moUon 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BUBNELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
bnt  they  were  not  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the 
qnestion,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GORDON'S  DIGEST. 

Bfr,  TILLINGHAST,  from  the  Gommittee  on 
the  Libraiy,  reported  a  Joint-resolution  providiE^[; 
for  a  subscription  for  a  certain  number  of  Gor- 
don's Digest;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Gommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Unicn. 

RBTRENGHMENT. 

Mr.  GILMER,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
introduced  a  bill,  on  leave,  to  abolish  the  offices  of 
Recorder  and  Solicitor  of  the  General  Land  Office; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Gommit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 

GENERAL  JAGKSON'S  FINE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Bownb,  in  relation 
to  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans,  by  Judge  Hall;  the  question  being  upon 
the  amendment  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Adims, 
to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Gommittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, with  certain  instructions. 

Mr.  G.  J.  INGERSOLL,  who  bad  the  floor,  con- 
tinued his  remarks  commenced  yesterday,  and 
noticed,  in  the  first  place,  an  incorrect  report  of  what 
he  then  said,  which  he  ft)und  in  two  daily  papers 
of  this  city.  From  these  reports  it  would  appear 
that  he  disclaimed  the  weight  and  influence  of  the 
Executive  recommendation  on  this  subject;  which 
was  incorrect.  On  the  contrary,  he  felt  obliged  to 
the  President  for  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  Gon- 
gress.  All  that  he  meant  to  say  was,  that  his 
course  bad  been  taken  out  of  respect  for  his  own 
constitiients,  and  in  consequence  of  petitions  on 
the  subject  presented  by  them;  and  that  he  did  not 
need  Executive  influence  to  induce  him  to  per- 
severe. 

He  desired  to  address  himself,  as  he  said  yester- 
'  day,  to  what  he  considered  a  great  and  important 
pnneiple  in  the  American  Government;  and  to  no- 
tice, also,  the  views  that  had  been  taken  in  relation 
to  this  matter  by  the  honorable  and  venera- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whose  weight 
of  character  attached  importance  to  his  ar- 
gument, and  the  method  and  manner  in  which  he 
haLx\  thought  proper  to  state  those  view^  to  the 
Hoase.  He  would  rather,  however,  in  the  first 
place,  submit  his  own  views  of  the  subject, 
(though  he  might  thereby  lose  what  he  desired  to 
sny  in  reply  to  the  honorable  gentlemflb,)  and  re- 


turn to  him  af(er  he  had  done  with  that  part  of  the 
tyibject. 

The  report  that  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  House,  and  ihebili  accompanying  it,  c&rofally 
exonerated  the  judge  who  imposed  the  fine  from 
all  censure;  and  he  endeavored  to  comply  with 
what  appeared  to  him  a  sense  of  justice  as  well  as 
of  propriety  in  presenting  the  facts  of  the  case, 
without  casting  the  slightest  doubt  upon  what  was 
admitted  by  all — and  that  was,  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws.  There^ could  be  no  liberty  without  law; 
and  he  wished  to^  be  distinctly  understood  as  dis- 
claiming everything  like  the  remotest  intention  of, 
in  any  manner,  impairing  the  obligations  of  law. 
With  these  views  he  would,  therefore,  distinctly 
say,  (without  designing  to  impugn  the  motives  of 
the  judge,)  now  that  the  matter  bad  been  forced  on 
him  by  the  arguments  of  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts — and  enforced,  too,  in  a  strain 
of  contumely  and  obloquy  on  the  commanding  gen- 
eral who  was  the  subject  of  this  debate — that  the 
fine  he  sought  to  have  refunded  was  not  imposed 
by  the  authority  of  law.  He  desired  to  meet  th% 
issue  tendered  by  the  gentleman  before  the  Ameri- 
can people;  and,  as  a  lawyer,  he  took  his  stand  on 
the  principle  that,  if  they  did  not  reAind  this  mon- 
ey, (he  Gongress  of  the  United  States  would  sanc- 
tion a  judicial  usurpation  infinitely  more  danger- 
ous than  martial  law  in  all  its  most  odious  cir- 
cumstances. We  have  (said  Mr.  I.)  a  pamphlet 
put  into  our  hands,  entitled  '^Martial  Law,  by  a 
Kentuckian;^*  the  author  of  which  he  did  not  know ^ 
and  of  whom  he  did  not  wish  to  speak  in  terms  of 
disrespect,  but  who,  it  seemed  to  him,  did  not  un- 
derstand the  subject  upon  which  be  wrote.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  argument  in  that  pamphlet 
was  fallacious,  the  positions  unsound,  and  the  as- 
sumptions extremely  dangerous.  He  would  read, 
from  the  third  or  fourth  column,  the  following  sen- 
tence: 

"The  General  was  arraigned  before  the  court  without  the  in 
tervention  of  a  jury,  but  according  to  law  and  univeraal  usage 
of  all  courta  of  jusuce,  and  ordered  to  pay  a  fine,''  Ae. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  I.)  I  deny  the  truth  of  the  principle 
there  laid  down,  and  consider  it  as  infinitely  more 
dangerous  than  martial  law,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  There  is  no  such  law,  and  I 
undertake  to  convince  this  country  of  the  truth 
of  my  assertion.  He  knew,  (Mr.  I.  continued,) 
what  the  fate  of  this  bill  was  to  be — that  it  would 
fail;  but  if  it  did  fail  on  the  principles  advanced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the 
imposition  of  the  fine  on  General  Jackson  was  a 
righteous  judgment.— if  it  failed  on  the  principle 
advanced  in  the  Kentucky  pamphlet  which  he  had 
just  referred  to — then  he  would  say  that  it  failed  on 
no  principle  of  law,  but  on  principles  infinitely 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  exercise  of  authority 
under  martial  law.  He  repeated  that  he  disclaim- 
ed any  intention  of  casting  imputations  on  the  mo- 
tives of  the  Judge.  He  would  cast  that  aside. 
Nay,  he  would  cast  aside  the  General  himself; 
strip  him  of  his  triumphs  and  the  laurels  he  had 
gained,  and  let  him  be  taken  as  the  vilest  malefac- 
tor, and  liable  to  punishment.  But  what  right  had 
any  judge  in  this  country  to  take  a  man  by 
his  mandate,  and,  dispensing  with  the  trial  by  jury, 
to  put  him  to  torture  to  compel  him  to  answer,  (for 
that  was  torture;)  and  if  he  did  nor,  to  inflict  on 
him  a  fine  ad  UMiim?  If  he  could  do  that,  he 
might  imprison  him  as  well  as  fine;  and,  sir,  why 
not  tortuie  himi  Why  not  torture  him  to  death? 
Why  not  question  him  upon  the  rack?  It  was  all 
comprised  in  this  judicial  discretion  which  the  Kenl 
tucky  pamphlet  talked  of.  He  challenged  al- 
the  lawyers  in  the  House  to  that  issue.  He  meant 
to  go  before  the  country  with  the  isfue,  that  if 
they  did  not  give  back  this  money  to  the  General, 
which  was  thus  unlawfully  taken  from  him, 
though  he  might  have  been  a  thief,  a  murderer — 
nay,  the  vilest  criminal  in  existence — ihey  sanc- 
tioned the  grossest  judicial  usurpation.  Tbe  Judge 
proceeded  in  what  Mr.  Burke  called  the  best  and 
most  authentic  absurdity  of  form  to  administer  the 
Bnglish  common  law  of  contempts.  But  was  Eng- 
lish common  law  the  law  of  Louisiana?  Was  Eng- 
lish common  law  the  law  of  the  United  States? 
Would  any  lawyer  pretend  that  it  was?  Tbe  Su- 
preme Court,  in  two  cases,  which  Ur.  I.  quoted, 


had  decided  that  the  common  law  ia  not  the  law 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  I.,)  there  waa 
no  law  whatever  for  this,  which  waa  called  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  a  righteous  judg- 
ment. For  this  there  waa  no  law  whatever,  but 
the  monstrous  principle  that  it  waa  good  for  a 
judge  to  enlarge  his  authority,  and  to  protect  hia 
power. 

If  there  was  no  English  law,  then,  and  no  statute 
law  for  this  judgment,  are  we  (said  Mr.  I.)  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  civil  law?  Are  we  to  be  thrown 
upon  that  mixture  of  the  law  of  Louisiana, 
which  ia  Bnglish,  and  Spanish,  and  French? 
What  would  be  the  consequence?  Why,  ma^al 
law  was  part  of  the  civil  law;  we  take  leave  of 
that  of  England;  we  are  no  longer  in  Saxon- 
dom,  bnt  we  are  in  the  countries  of  Roman, 
Spanish,  and  French  jurisprudence— countries  of 
the  mUo  da  Je  and  of  military  power;  and  the 
Judge  acted  under  the  very  law  which  the  Gen- 
eral waa  censured  for  declaring.  He  desired  (Mr. 
I.  said)  to  be  told  what  authority,  thie  Jndge  had 
for  this  righteous  judgment.  He  knew  that  it 
was  very  easy  for  a  brother  judge,  or  a  bigoted 
lawyer,  to  make  out  a  justification  for  him;  and,  aa 
applicable  to  the  readiness  with  which  some  of  the' 
legal  profession  would  sanction  such  abuses  of  ju- 
dicial power,  he  begged  leave  to  quote  a  passlige 
or  two  from  Mr.  Hallam,  the  best  writer  on  con- 
stitutional law  that  he  knew.  Mr.  I.  then  read  the 
following: 

**Tiinechangeaaiiomal]rinto  ayBtem,  i^d  injury  into  right^ 
example  begets  custom,  and  eoalom  ripepe  Into  law;  and  vha 
doubtful  precedent  of  one  generation,  beoomee  the  fundamental 
maxim  of  another. 

"With  tbe  usual  bicolnr  of  lawyers  defending  erery  preten- 
sion or  abuse  to  which  (heir  received  ■Utndards  of  authority 
giye  a  sanction." 

Yes,  sir,  (said  Mr.  L,)  that  ia  what  emboldened 
the  Kentucky  pamphleteer  to  say  that  "the  General 
was  arraigned  before  the  court,  without  tbe  interven-  ^ 
tion  of  a  jury,  itU  tteetrding  <»  Hu  wdvinal  ut&gt 
rf  eourta  o/ jusiice,  and  ardertd  to  pttu  ^  ^»i«." 
He  knew  that  he  waa  speakii^g  here  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  great  nolajority  of  the  profession  of  which 
he  was  an  humble  member,  of  which  he  desired  to 
speak  withput  disparagemant;  but  guarding'  againat 
the  bigotry  of  a  profession  defending  every  pre- 
tension or  abuae  to  which  their  received  standarda 
of  authority  gave  sanction. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  I.,)  the  moment  we  come  to  the 
principles  and  elements  of  jastme,  without  what 
Mr.  Jefferson  called  **Hibheriy  law  books,'*  there 
ia  no  foundation  of  this  righteous  judgment? 
Would  it  be  endured  in  any  State  in  the 
Union?  Every,  gentleman  knew  that,  in  1831, 
an  act  of  Congress  was  paased  limiting^  the  pow- 
ers of  the  courts  in  cases  of  contempts,  and 
restricting  the  exercise  of  their  authority  in  Vucfa 
cases  to  their  own  ofltors,  attorneys,  and  witnesses, 
or  to  direct  obstruction  of  their  administration. 
Why,  when  this  Judge  returned  to  New  Orleans,  did 
he  not  bring  his  action  of  trespass  against  the 
commanding  general?  Why  did  he  make  the  law 
in>his  own  case,  administer  the  law,  and  execute 
the  law?  Are  we,  (said  Mr.  I.^)  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  at  this  time,  to  keep  in  our  pos- 
session a  fund  extorted  in  this  way?  He  wished 
to  avoid  this  question;  but  it  had  been  forced  on 
him  by  the  arguments  of  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts;  and  he  met  it,  therefore, 
without  hesitation.  He  denied  thkt  there  was  any 
law  to  sustain  the  Judge  in  his  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings. He  denied  that  any  judge  had  the  right 
to  proceed  in  this  way.  He  denied  that  there  was 
any  statute  or  any  common  law  to  justify  him. 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  law  whatever,  un- 
less they  fell  into  those  codes  of  which  martial 
law  was  a  portion.  Mr.  I.  then  referred  to  the 
bills  passed  refunding  the  fines  imposed  on  Holt 
and  Lyon,  under  tbe  alien  and  ssdition  laws, in  con- 
sequence of  tbe  prevailing  opinion  that  those  laws 
were  unjust  and  tyrannical.  Mr.  I.,  after  a  few 
more  observations  on  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
explained  what  he  considered  martial  law  to  bej 
premising  that  he  dissented  from  Mr.  Kendall's 
article  in  the  Democratic  Review,  (which  had 
been  put  into  his  hands  since  he  began  to  address 
the  Efouse,)  as  well  as  the  opinions  of  the  gentle- 
man from  MassachnsetU  on  this  subject.   He  WQ 
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ezptftined  the  distinction  between  m&rtitl  tnd  mil- 
iteYy  law.  Martial  law,  according  to  his  ideas, 
was  nothing  moie  than  extreme  necessity.  A  dec- 
laration of  war  anthoriies  ev^ry  species  and  con- 
trivance of  destrnction,  as  the  inevitable  means  of 
nlterior  good*  It  is  the  law  of  mere  and  sheer 
necessity,  sabslitoted  for  all  common,  enacted,  or 
jodicial  law — analogous  to  the  cases  of  self-prote^ 
lion  from  personal  Tiolence,  when  life  may  be 
laksn  in  self-defence,  relying  on  fatnre  itutification 
by  dae  coarse  of  law.  General  Jackson  found 
himself  with  an  undisciplined  and  inferior  force 
before  a  lar^e  army,  composed  of  well-disciplined 
▼eterans,  sumnlated  by  the  promise  of '*beau^  and 
booty,"  from  whom  it  was  indispensably  necessary, 
and  his  duty,  to  save  the  city  and  inhabitants  com- 
mitted to  his  charge;  and  he  was,  by  the  same 
principle,  constituted  the  best,  if  not  the  only.  Judge 
of  what  was  indispensably  necessary.  Under  these 
eircnmstanees,  he  proclaimed  martial  law,  assu- 
ming the  re^nsibility,  throwing  himself  upon  the 
jasHoe  of  his  country  for  his  fustificacion.  Mar- 
Ual  law,  then,  was  the  law  of  extreme  neees8ity«> 
sueh  as  wonki  authoriie  any  individual  to  arrest, 
without  waiting  for  the  process  of  a  magistrate,  a 
man  who  was  about  to  commit  a  murder,  or  fire  a 
house. 

Mr.  I.  said,  that  in  Blackstont^  Commentaries, 
and  in  Hale,  these  principles  would  be  found  phi- 
lomphicaUy  and  satisfactorily  explained.  He  dis- 
avowed Mr.  Adams^  doctrine,  that  martial  law  is 
the  constant  attendimt  of  warj  and  Mr.  Kendall's 
position,  that  martial  law  is  always  the  law  of  a 
camp  in  time  of  war.  He  agreed  in  the  principle 
asserted  by  Mr.  Livingston,  as  his  opinion  was 
giveTi  in  Mr.  KendalPs  yfew  of  this  subject— that 
martial  law,  distinguishable  flrom  military  law,  is 
Ihe  occasional  and  temporary  application  of  ex- 
treme force  to  the  furtherance  of  a  great  belligerent 
purpose.  General  Jackson^  proclamation  of  mar^ 
tial  law  was  nothing  more  thu  notice  that  the  state 
of  things  in  New  Orleans  required  the  application 
of  that  absolute  power  which  dispensed  with  all  the 
ordinary  course  of  law,  and  that  he  assumed  the 
respofisibility  of  making  such  application. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  I.  asked 
a  few  minutes  longer,  to  enable  him  to  finish  what 
he  had  to  say. 

Objectioni  being  made,  with  cries  of  **Go  on;  go 
on*'— 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  moved  to  suspend  the  rules; 
which  motion  prevailing —       f 

SAr.  INGER80LL  continued;  and,  after  farther 
commenting  on  martial  law,  and  explaining  the 
distinction  between  it  and  the  ordinary  laws 
of  war,  he  proceeded  to  express  his  regrets  at 
the  manner  and  tendency  of  the  remarks  of 
thie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  this  sab- 
ject,  very  different  from  the  manner  in  which  one 
past  President  should  speak  of  another,  and  con- 
trary to  what  Gen.  Jackson  would  do  under  like 
circamstances  as  to  Mr.  Adams.  He  hoped  that 
he,  upon  reflection,  would  regret  many  things  that 
he  had  ssid,and  would  think  that  many  parts  of  bis 
speech  had  better  have  been  left  unsaid.  He  [Mr. 
Adams]  had  characterized  the  refunded  fine  as  a 
pension  to  a  past  President;  which  was  not  a  candid 
view  of  it.  Bat  snppose  it  was:  bad  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  lately  voted  a  much 
larger  pension  to  the  widow  of  another  past  Presi- 
dent? which  surely  was  a  mach  stronger  case. 
Mr.  I.  had  voted  with  him  on  that  occasion,  and 
felt  no  regret  st  having  done  so,  as  he  believed  it 
was  right,  as  be  had  heard  the  late  Wm.  Lowndes 
^ay  that  pensions,  when  rndividoated  by  act  of 
Congress,  are  not  inconi^istent  with  oar  republican 
Government.  The  venerable  gentleman  from 
Masfachusetis  himself  is  in  fact  a  pensioned  past 
President,  for  he  enjoys,  by  virtue  of  that  office, 
the  franking  privilege,  which,  though  small  in 
amount,  is  the  same  thing  in  principle.  After 
thus,  with  an  ungeneroos  fling,  denouncing  an  act 
of  jastice  as  a  pension,  the  gentleman  from  Mas* 
sachosetts  next  proceeded  to  speak  contemptnous^y 
of  it  as  a  donation,  which  be  (Mr.  I.)  also  empbati 
cally  denied  it  to  be 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  I.)  I  envy  the  gentleman  from 
MussacboMtts  his  large  instrumentality,  first  as 
Secretary  ef  State,  and  itfterwards  as  President  of 


the  United  States,  in  that  most  munificent  of  re- 
publican donations,  the  grant  to  Lafayette;  and- 1 
trust  that  that  venerable'  gentleman  would  not 
rather  bestow  on  a  French  foreigner  than  his  own 
immediate  countryman  such  donations  as  the  re- 
wards of  inestimable  public  service. 

Lastly,  and  worse  than  all,  the  gentleman  spoke 
of  It  as  a  charity,  after  a  night's  reflection  on  the 
subject;  and  oontumeliously  said  that  he  would  give 
a  farthing  of  alms  to  the  war-worn  yeteran— **2)als 
ckolym  Belifsrio."  If  this  sarcastic  charity  had  been 
even  charitably  mentioned,  there  might  be  some  ex- 
cuse for  it;  but  as  it  fell  from  the  venerable  member, 
I  submit  to  his  own  sense  of  charity,  that  it  was 
an  nncharitable  sarcasm.  General  Jackson  needs 
no  charity — ^no  pecuniary  help;  all  he  desires  is, 
that  Congress  should  wipe  a  stain  from  his  renown- 
should  not  sufiier  him  to  go  to  posterity,  and  be 
tarnished  in  history  as  a  violator  of  law  and 
usurper  of  despotic  power.  Mr.  !•  regretted,  for 
the  honor  of  the  country,  that  one  ex-President 
shonld  speak  in  such  terms  of  contumely  of  another. 

Mr.  L  next  referred  to  Mr.  Adamses  admirable 
vindication  of  Gteneral  Jackson  for  his  invasion  of 
Florida,  and  his  course  with  regard  to  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambrister,  which  he  said  was  so  powerful  and 
laminous  an  argument  on  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
that  the  British  Government  was  satisfied,  and  con- 
Tinted  that,  if  we  had  not  law,  we  had  jtistice  on 
onr  side. 

Invading  the  Spanish  territories  without  order 
or  authority,  capturing  their  forts,  hanging  an  In- 
dian chief  witheut  the  form  of  trial,  execuliug  two 
British  interlopers,  after  a  mere  form  of  trial — all 
the  high  handed,  bat  justifiable  proceedings  of 
Gen.  Jacksen  in  bis  Seminole  campaign,  were  jus- 
tified by  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  on  the  same  plsa  of 
indispensable  necessity  for  the  public  safety  which 
Mr.  I.  now  asserted  as  the  General's  justification. 
He  did  not  refer  to  this  probably  the  bebt  of  all 
Mr.  Adams's  state-papers,  in  order  to  infer  from 
it  inconsistency  with  that  gentleman's  present  po- 
sition, hot  as  (he  true  doctrine  then,  as  it  was  in 
1815.  After  a  few  further  observations,  Mr.  I.'s 
hour  expired. 

Mr.  W.  O.  BUTLER  next  obtained  the  floor, 
but  was  precluded  from  addressing  the  House  by 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

JUDICIAL  DISTRICT  IN  KENTUCKY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  McKsinrAii  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  **A  bill  to  divide  the  State  of 
Kentucky  into  two  jodicial  districts." 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  bill 
was  so  amended  as  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  mar- 
shals and  attorneys  at  f300  per  annum,  instead  of 
<*ih9  same  as  allowed  in  other  districts." 

Mr.  FESSENDBN  made  an  ineffectual  effort 
to  have  taken  op  a  bill  to  change  the  judicial  dis- 
trict in  Maine. 

The  cc;mmittee  then  rese,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House. 

The  amendment  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
marshals  and  attorneys  at  the  stated  sum  of  f300 
was  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  its  engross- 
ment. 

It  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FE88ENDEN  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  committee  on  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  judicial 
districts  of  Maine. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  moved  that  the 
Hoase  go  into  committee  for  the  porpose  of  taking 
op  the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  district 
in  Mississippi,  and  orged  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
passage  of  the  said  bill. 

After  some  conversation  between  various  mem- 
bers and  the  Speaker, 

Mr.  FBSSENDEN  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  generally. 

The  motion  was  not  carried. 

The  bill  for  the  relieT  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  Ren- 
ault came  up  in  order. 

Mr.  BIRDSEYE  addressed  the  House  at  length 
in  favor  of  the  bill. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGER80LL,  the 
bill  was  informally  passed  over,  in  order  to  take  op 
the  following  bill,  the  objection  made  to  w))tcl|  had 
been  withdrawn: 
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'A  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  the  24th 
May,  1839,  to  eontintie  a  copyright  to  John  Row- 
lett." 

It  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment,  and  then  retd 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  withdrew  his  objections  to 
the  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Wm.  D.  Smith. 

The  discussion  of  the  bill  for  the  lelicf  ef  the 
heirs  of  Philip  Renault  was  resumed,  and  eontiaeed 
by  Mr.  MOORB  in  favor  of,  and  Mr.  WM.  COST 
JOHNSON  against  the  claim. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  3,  Mr.  TILLINGH^ST 
obtained  the  floor;  but  ihe  desire  for  an  adjooia- 
ment  was  so  great,  that  he  was  obliged  to  yield  the 
floor. 

A  motion  for  an  adjournment  was  made,  bat 
momentarily  withdrawn  at  the  request  of  several 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted: 

ReBolvedt  That  the  lettar  of  Jeremiali  Lnkina  to  J.  R.  Ma- 
derwood  be  referred  to  the  Committee  tat  the  Dietdct  ef  Co- 
lambift,  witbTnetructione  to  inqnire  into  the  ezpedieecy  of 
purcbMing  tat  the  GoTemment  the  doek  meDtioned  in  Hid 
letter. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  offered  the  foltowiag  le^ 

oltttion,  which  was  agreed  to: 

/Zeeotoed,  Thet  the  map  of  the  mmna  bovodary  of  ll» 
■ourif  made  out  by  Beth  Lea.  accompanying  the  rejpoit  of 
■aid  surTey,  be  Iprioted.  proTuSed  the  printing  of  said  nup 
ahall  not  exceed  96  per  hundred  copiee. 

Mr.  BRIGG8  attempted  to  introduce  a  resola* 
tion  instrucling  the  Committee  on  Accounts  to  al- 
low pay  to  such  members  of  the  House  as  might 
have  been  detained  from  its  service  by  sickness, 
or  who  should  have  started  from  home  in  time  to 
have  reached  the  Capitol  by  the  first  Monday  in 
December,  and  were  prevented  by  snows,  floeds, 
upsetting,  accidents,  and  other  impediments. 

The  resolotion  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave,  at  the  eariiest  opportunity,  to  intro- 
duce *<a  bill  to  authoiize  the  appointment  of  a  dis- 
trict judge  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee,  and 
the  northern  district  of  Mississippi." 

The  SPEAKER  submitted  several  Ezecatire 
communications,  viz: 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Bouse,  calling  for 
information  as  to  the  practicabHity  of  draining  the 
everglades  of  Florida:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasary  Deput- 
ment,  asking  for  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  act  of  the  9th  August,  1843,  for  the  re- 
lief of  David  M.  Hughes,  Charles  Shipman,  and 
John  Henderson:  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUSHING,  the  Hoose  then 
adjourned. 

Mr.  CROSS,  under  the  resolution  of  the  House 
adopted  on  the  subject,  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees  the  following  petitions,  to  wit: 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Wilson,  of  Philh> 
county,  Arkansas,  praying  the  allowance  of  a  pen- 
sion. 

The  petition  of  sundry  dtisens  |of  Independeoee 
and  Searcy  counties,  in  said  Slate,  for  the  estab* 
lishment  of  a  mail  route  from  BatesviDe  to  Leba- 
non; and 

The  petition  of  Elizabeth  Davis,  praying  indem- 
nity for  property  destroyed  by  British  soldiers  in 
the  desirndtion  of  the  Treasury  building  in  1814. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoitDAY,  January  9, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Um.  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Post  OiEce  Department, 
transmitting  a  report  in  compliance  with  a  resolo- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  37ih  July  last,  showing  what 
redaction  of  the  number  of  miles  on  which  poet- 
ages  are  now  charged,  in  the  several  cases  designatfd 
by  law,  would  be  necessary  to  introduce  the  Feder- 
al coinage,  so  as  not  to  diminish  the  aggregate 
revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  which  was, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  6fficeand  Post  Roads,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Also,  lai(l  before  the  Senate  a  resolntion  of  the 
Legislative  ibsembly  of  Wi^oon^tti  eoncernini 
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the  propriety  of  holdiDg  the  present  eeMion  of  thai 
Aeeembly*  and  eondesming  ihe  course  of  the  Gov- 
ernor in  refofiing  to  meet  it}  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  ALLEN,  was  ordered  to  be  prin<ed|  and  refer- 
red to  the  Judiciary  Ck>mmit(ee. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  Wm. 
A.  Bradley,  and  other  citizens  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  that  an  association  may  be  iocor* 
poraled  in  Washington  city,  to  be  called  the  Qas- 
Iight  Company:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  uoliunbia. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  John 
Gregory  A  Co.,  merchants,  of  New  Oileaoy,  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  indemnified  for  a  certain  sum 
of  money  which  was  aransmitted  by  the  United 
States  mail,  and  lost  between  the  cities  of  New 
Orleans  and  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memoritl  from  sey- 
era!  meichanis  of  New  York,  nrgiog  that  the 
baakrapt  law  is  unconstitutional,  dcetrvctive  of  the 
rights  of  the  creditor,  and  praying  for  its  uncondi- 
tiottal  repeal:  refened  to  the  Commitlee  on  the  Ja- 
dieiary. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  mer- 
chants of  New  York,  ptaying  for  sach  a  modifica* 
tion.  of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  cottons  as  will  enable 
trade  to  be  carried  on  in  fine  eottens.  Also,  a  me- 
morial from  certain  hardware  merchant*  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  such  a  modification  of 
the  tariff  of  dntics  on  hardware  as  to  giye  a  prop- 
er ad  ?alorem  dnty  on  imports  of  that  character; 
which  menaorials  were  refened  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactftres. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  memorials  from 
dcizens  of  Norwich,  Wooster,  and  Donaldsonville, 
Conaeetiettt,  praying  an  appropriation  to  remo?e 
obatme^ons  from,  and  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  die  Thames  river;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  H.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a 
law  eztendiDg  the  time  allowed  by  law  for  laying 
down  railroad  iron  imported  free  of  daty:  referred 
to  the  Coiqmittee  on  Finance. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  sundry  proprie- 
tors, captains,  agents,  sind  pilots  in  the  several 
lines  of  steamboats  plying  to  and  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  that  the  law  requiring  iron 
rods  to  be  used  fore  and  aft  on  board  of  steamboats, 
be  modified  so  as  to  enable  hemp  to  be  used  for 
tilfOT  ropes,  Ac.;  and  praying  that  they  may  be  re- 
lieTcd  mm  the  penalties  incurred  under  the  law: 
referfed  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was  order- 
ed  that  the  petidon  of  Charles  Larabee,  for  an  in- 
erease  of  pension,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERRICK,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  of*  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Georgetown  College,  praying  for  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, be  taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CRAFTS  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  requesting  the  Rep- 
resentatives and  instructing  the  Senators  from  that 
State  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law: 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  resolutions  responding  to  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  in  favor 
of  the  abolition  of  the  franking  pririlege,  and  in 
favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  letter  postage, 
and  instructing  their  Senators  to  vote  accordingly: 
referrad  to  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Ofiice  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  resolutions  passed  by  that  Legislature,Te- 
qaeating  the  Representatives,  and  instructing  their 
Senators  from  that  State,  to  vote  for  the  extension, 
for  five  years,  of  the  law  granting  commutation  to 
widows:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  in  favor  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories. 

The  qoestion  of  reception  was  raised;  when 

Mr.  SING  moved  to  lay  that  question  on  the 
table. 

Ar,  TAPPAN  said,  if  he  understood  the  mat- 
(^,  It  mu  Bot  an  abolition  petiiioB,  bat  the  reaola- 


lion  of  the  Legislature  of  a  sovereign  State — Ver- 
mont; and  was  not  therefore  involved  within  the 
rnle. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  resolutions  of  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States,  upon  the  subject  of 
abolition,  fell  under  the  operations  of  the  rule,  to 
the  same  extent  as  abolition  petitions. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  question  of  reception  on  the  table,  and  decided 
m  the  affi<^mative. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  credentials  of  his 
friend  and  colleague,  Wm.  Allen,  who  has  been 
elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  a  Senator  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  for  a  term  of  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1843. 

Mr.  MILLBR  presented  a  memorial  against  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  refened  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  180  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  mechanics  of  Alexandria,  ask- 
ing Congisss  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  the  Farmers*  Bank  of  Alexandria  for 
a  period  of  ten  years:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FULTON  presented  resolutions  adopted  by 
tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  request- 
ing the  Representative  and  instructing  the  Sena- 
tors from  that  State  to  vote  for  the  bill  to  refund  to 
General  Jackson  the  fine  and  costs  imposed  on  him 
by  Judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  FULTON  expressed  a  hope,  as  so  many 
resolutions  of  instruction  from  the  Legislatures  of 
the  Slates  had  been  presented  on  the  subject  of  this 
fine,  (which  had  been  so  unjustly  imposed,)  that  the 
bill  would  be  speedily  acted  upon  in  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  finally 
passed. 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  resolutions  from  the  same 
source,  in  favor  of  further  appropriations  to  com- 
plete the  forts  on  the  frontiers  of  Arkansas:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  petition  of  Joseph  Campeau,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  claim  to  land,  be  taken  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  petition  from  John  R. 
Williams,  praying  that  a  warrant  for  a  certain 
tract  of  land  may  be  patented:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  numer- 
ously signed  by  citizens  -of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
urging  that  the  bankrupt  law  was  destructive  of 
all  confidence  between  man  and  man,  and  asking 
for  its  unconditional  repeal:  referred  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial  from  a  large 
number  of  the  citiaens  of  Baldmore,  against  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  they  do  pass 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sa.muel  Hambleton; 
and 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of 
John  Jackson. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  committee, 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dexter  Hungerford,  of 
Waterlowa,  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  nn  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Grioe,  praying  for  indemnity  for  property  lost  in 
Florida;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Bzekiel  Wade,  praying  remuneration  for 
property  destrojed  during  the  revolutionary  war; 
and  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Lucretia 
Haymaker,  heir>atplaw  of  John  Bowen,  for  bounty 
land;  which  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAYARD  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  to  regulate  enlistments  in  the  army,  navy,  ai>d 
marine  corps. 


Mr.  CONRAD,  submitted  the  following  ffsolti- 
tion,  which  lies  over  for  the  present: 

Reaolvtd,  Ttwt  (h«  CommiUM  pn  BfUilvy  Atfain  Xyt  In- 

■tructadto  Inqaif^  Into  the  expedieony  of  rebeaODc "- 

ofdMBCLeiKklad  *'An  Mt  rtope^bg  thb  orgir>iEa3 
amr,  tod  for  other  pnrpom"  ba»ed  Aufuet  S3,  l& 
▼idee  that  ttie  eeoood  reglmenioi  drag  ooouball,  from  aidd  aAv 
tbe  4th  day  of  March  next,  t)e  conferted  into  a  regiment  ef 


WO  much 


riflemeo. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WOOMRIDO^  it  was 

Resolvedf  That  the  Becratiry  of  War.  ti^ditected  to  com- 
oAnnieaie  to  the  Benoke  eiich  informatloivii  tsmj  l>e  in  tlie  poe- 
eeeeloa  of  the  War  Departmeol,  n^  heretofbre  comm«iiica«od» 
relative  to  any  exiatiog  Impedimeot  to  the  convenient  naviga- 
tion of  lalce  St.  Clair,  and  relatire  to  the  enfflclency  of  the 
birbore,  and  esliMy  of  tbe  commerce,  oft  the  upper  lakee.    > 

Mr.  CRITTBNDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Militsry  Affktrs,  reported  back,  witboitt  amendinent, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  House 
bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  paymcfnt  of  seven 
companies  of  Geoigia  militia  fdr^services  rendered 
in  the  years  1940  and  1841." 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  not  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thom- 
as Copeland. 

Mr.  BARROW  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  ovCr  one  day: 

JReaolvedt  that  the  Secretary  of  Wat  b^  directed  to  inform 
the  Senate  why  the  appropriation  made  hy  Gongreeq,  at  the 
laat  aenion,  for  Fort  Livlnntoo,  in  the  State  of  Lonlriana,  haa 
been  withheld  from  the  officer  aaperintendingiheconatnictioo 
of  that  worlt;  and,  alao,  by  virtue  of  what  law,  or  by  whoee  au- 
thority, eald  appraprlalion  wae  wtihheld;  and  whether  the  ap- 
propriation baa  been  opended  on  aaj  of  the  militaiy  defencea 
of  the  country:  and,  alao,  that  hf  mform  tbe  Senate  whether 
the  completion  of  Fort  LiTfaiaston  ia  nqt  Indispeoaably  necea- 
sary  to  toe  military  defence  of  New  Orkana. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  flrom  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs, reported  back,  without  amendment 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass, 
the  bill  to  refund  the  balances  due  Massachusetts 
for  disbursements  during  tbe  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Dr.  E. 
Worrell,  late  assistant  surgeon  in  the  army  of  the 
the  United  States,  praying  to  be  restored  to  bis 
late  rank  in  the  army. 

On  motion  of  Bfr.  HUNTINGTON,  it  was 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiclanr  be  in- 
atnioted  to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ao  modifying  the 
exiaUng  lawa  that  tbe  circuit  court  of  tbe  United  iiatee  for 
the  dietrict  of  Connecticut  ahallbeheldon  the  third  Tuesday 
of  September  and  the  fourth  Tueeday  in  April,  in  each  year,  in- 
Btead  of  the  time  now  pro?ided  tiy  law. 

Several  adverse  reports  from  committees  were 
then  taken  up  and  concuned  in. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  claimants  to  the  indemnity  received  from  the 
British  Government  for  slaves  taken  from  on 
board  of  the  brigs  Comet  and  Encomium,  at  Nas- 
sau, New  Providence,"  was  read  the  third  time 

and  passed.  ,.  ^    , 

Engrossed  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
persons  residing  within  the  reputed  limits  of  the 
Sutes  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  and  beyond  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Republic  of  Texas,  as  established  by  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  for  that  purpose,'*  was  read  the 

thitd  time  and  passed. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LiiffM's  bill  for  the  occupation  and  ssttle- 
ment  of  the  Tenitory  of  Oregon^  came  up  as  the 
postponed  business  of  last  week,  appointed  for  fur- 
ther consideration  on  this  day.  ^ 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  what  was  the  pend- 
ing question. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  on  the  passige  of  the 
bill.    It  had  been  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  he  had  been 
greatly  gratified  to  learn  that  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, who  introduced  the  bill,  disclaimed  any  in* 
tention  that  its  provisions  should  conflict  with  the 
provisions  of  our  treaties  with  Great  Btitain.  It 
was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  time  to  cempaie 
these  prof  isions,  and  to  satisfy  himself  Oiat  they 
did  not  cocfllct,  that  he  had  asked  a  postponement 
of  the  bill  to  this  day.  He  bad  since  examined  both 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  and  of  the  treauee  ia  re- 
laUon  to  the  Northwest  Territory;  ahd  the  result 
of  bis  investigation  was,  that  there  was  one  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  which  would  conflict  with  the  ex- 
isting treaty  with  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  tbi9 
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Terj  territorj.  Healladed  to  the  pfovision  grant 
iD|^  landi  to  settlersj  which  ha  read  from  the  bill. 
To  ahow  in  what  reapeet  ihia  eooflicied  with  the 
treaty,  he  ahonld  first  take  a  review  of  the  groanda 
on  whidi  ^th  coontriea  laj  claim  to  the  territory, 
and  then  the  proTiaions  of  the  adjustment  by 
treaty,  which  moat  govern  the  action  of  both. 

Here  Mr.  C.  made  a  clear  and  preciae  atatement 
of  the  three  groiinda  npcn  which  the  United  Siaiea 
QoTenmeDt  aoataina  iia  title:  firat,  of  discovery  by 
Captain  Gray  of  the  month  of  the  Colombia  river, 
and  then  by  Lewia  and  Clark  of  ita.sonrce?;  next, 
by  ita  transferred  right  to  the  Spanish  title  to  the 
northwest  coast;  and,  thirdly,  to  the  tranrferred  ti- 
tle and  claims  of  France,  through  its  extension  of  the 
LoQisiana territory.  He  alaoatated  the gronada  upon 
which  Bogland*  baaed  her  claims,  which  were  two: 
firat,  DDder  the  treaty  with  Spain,  in  1790;  and 
next,  with  legard  to  the  Columbia  river,  by  pri- 
ority  of  discovery  of  the  country  tributary  to  that 
river.  Tbeae  conflicting  claims  had  been  the  snbj.'ct 
of  negotiation,  and  by  the  treaty  of  1618  it  was 
agreed  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
that  the  territory  should  be  open  to  the  subjecra  of 
Great  Britain  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  for 
ten  >ear8.  In  1897  the  treaty  was  renewed,  leav- 
ing it  optional  with  either  country  to  discontinue  its 
obljgatjona  npon  giving  the  other  a  year's  notice. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  Briti&h  Government  mere- 
ly claimed  for  its  subjects  the  equal  right  of  settle- 
ment and  occupation  of  the  territory  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  insisted  on  iia  ezcluaive  riaht 
of  occupation,  settlement^  .and  jurisdiction.  He 
also  deduced,  from  the  re?iew  ef  the  whole  case, 
that  any  proviaion  of  this  bill  undertaking  to  se- 
cure to  a  aettler  any  part  of  land  which  he  should 
occupy  for  dvt  yearr,  would  be  in  conflict  with  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  t|ie  treaty.  For  this  rea«on, 
and  also  for  another  reason— namely,  that  it  might 
be  necessary  to  investigate  whether  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  proptised  to  extend  jurisdiction  over  the 
territory  is  reconcilable  with  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  interpreUtion  of  it  by  the  British 
Government  as  exemplified  in  its  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment—he thought  it  desirable  the  bill  should  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  or 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  LINN  replied,  acknowledging  that  the  Sen- 
ta^r  from  South  Carohaa  had  correctly  stated  the 
cli^ims  of  the  two  Governments,  and  the  position 
in  which  they  stood  with  regard  to  the  treaty  of 
18| 8,  renewed  in  1837,  and  requiting  one  year's 
nO|ice  of  disoontiatunce.  He  denied,  however, 
tha  t  the  Senator's  deductions  were  correct — ^first, 
that  the  promise  of  this  bill  to  make  a  grant  of 
lands 'to  the  settlers,  was  in  conflict  with  the  treaty; 
and,  next,  that  there  could  be  any  question  .of  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  extend  our  jurisdic- 
tion over  onr  citizena  residing  in  the  territory.  The 
object  of  the  bill  waa  to  encourage  emigration,  by 
an  assurance  to  those  emigrating  that  they  sbonld 
have  ibe  benefit  of  the  jurisdiction  of  cur  laws, 
and  the  security  of  their  settlements.  Without 
these  encouragements,  there  would  be-  no  emigra- 
tion of  our  citizens,  and  England  would  be  left  to 
occupy  the  whole  country,  through  the  sgency  of 
her  Hndson'a  Bay  Company.  Through  that  agen- 
cy, she  was  daily  settiiBg  down  her  subjects— ta- 
king possession  of,  and^occnpyiog  for  all  practical 
purposes,  the  choicest  portions  of  the  tenitory. 

Through  the  same  agency,  bhe  had  extended  to 
those  settlers  the  protection  of  the  British  laws. 
We  asked,  by  this  bill,  to  do  nothing  more  than 
Great  Britain  bad  done.  If  she  interpreted  the 
treaty  to  her  advantage,  we  surely  are  entitled  to 
make  uae  of  her  interpretation  to  our  advantage. 
But  he  did  not  want  either  the  example  or  dicta- 
tion of  Great  Britain  in  ihia  matter.  He  took 
gruund  upon  the  indefeasible  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  territory,  and  to  our  indisputable  riah: 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  to 
our  eitjzfns  within  our  territory. 

Mr.  CHOATK  was  sorry  that  he  was  obliged  lo 
concur  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that 
there  waa  one  objection  fatal  to  the  provision  in 
the  bill  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  settlers.  Hs 
said  soiry;  because  he  was  entirely  favorable  to  the 
^i  itaeif,  and  approved  of  the  objecia  and  purposes 
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proposed  by  it.  On  due  examination  of  the  exist- 
ing treaty,  he  wss  constrained  to  say  that,  to  grant 
away,  or  to  secure  a  settlement,  (which amounted  to 
the  same  thing,)  would  be  to  exercise  an  ownership, 
contrary  to  the  fpiril  of  the  treaty,  according  to 
which  every  portion  of  the  territory  is  to  be  left 
open  to  the  citizens  of  both  Governments.  The 
obligation  not  to  exercise  exclusive  jurifdiC- 
tlon  'or  ownership  by  either  party,  was  implied 
in  the  obligation  to  leave  the  conntry  free  and 
open  to  the  mutual  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  citizens  of  both.  There  was  nothing 
in  this  view  of  the  treaty  conflictini;  with  the  ex- 
teuftion  of  the  British  laws  to  the  sobjects  of  Great 
Britain  residing  in  the  territory;  nor  would  thore  be 
in  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner,  over  our 
citizens  residing  there.  There  would  be  mu- 
tual jurisdiction;  but  mutual  occupation  could  not 
be  reconciled  with  an  undertaking  on  onr  part  to 
secure  locations  to  onr  settlers. 

Mr.  LINN  observed,  that  Congress  had,  at  all 
events,  made  some  progress  in  this  matter.  It  was 
now  admitted  in  Congress  that  there  may  be  mu- 
tual occupation  and  jurisdiction,  without  cause  of 
ofienee  to  Great  Britain.  As  Great  Britain  had 
extended  her  laws  over  the  territory,  fo  may  we  ex- 
lend  ours.  As  she  had  built  forts  and  made  settle- 
ments, !0  may  we.  She  is  either  to  set  us  the  ex- 
ample, or  dictate  to  us  what  we  may  do.  Now,  he 
would  pay  no  regard  to  the  dictation  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. He  maintained  our  right  to  the  territory  over 
which  we  propose  te  extend  onr  jurisdiction  and 
our  population,  and  it  was  on  this  right  he  based 
the  present  bill.  There  was  nothing  in  it  to  con- 
flict with  any  obligation  of  the  United  States. 

Here  Mr.  L.  extended  his  remarks,  in  reply  to 
portions  of  the  observations  made  by  the  Senators 
irom  Sonih  Carolina  and  Massachusetts,  only 
glanced  at  above. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  followed,  in  an  araument  of 
much  point,  which  showed  the  indisputable  nature 
of  our  claim  to  the  territory,  and  our  unequivocal 
right  to  pass  a  bill  with  the  provisions  which  this 
bill  contains. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  CHOATB 
and  HENDERSON, 

Mr.  BAYARD  sulmitted  an  amendment,  which 
he  thought  wou^d  remove  all  difficulty.  It  was,  in 
effect,  that  the  provision  of  a  grant  of  lands,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  b/ll,  should  be  changed  so  as  to  read, 
that  any  person  occupying  a  settlement  in  the  ter- 
ritory for  five  years  should  be  entitled  lo  a  pre* 
emption  right,  ts  against  the  United  Slates,  for  640 
acres  of  land;  and  so  for  the  share  of  the  wife  of 
a  Rettler  and  each  child  for  160  acres. 

Mr.  CHOATE  suggested  that  the  amendment 
might  be  printed,  and  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  bill  postponed  till  to  morrow. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  amendment  conid 
be  adopted  by  onanimous  consent — which  it  would 
require,  as  the  bill  was  otherwise  past  the  stage  for 
amendment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that,  as  the  modifica- 
tion proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr. 
Batird]  required  unanimeus  consent  for  its  ad- 
mission into  the  bill,  he,  for  one,  must  object  to  it; 
because,  if  admitted,  the  amendment  would,  in  his 
minil,'be  an  admission  of  Aome  doubt  as  to  our 
tide  tu  the  territory.  He  was  not  prepared  lo  sane, 
lion  any  thing  that  coold  bear  i hat  construction,  be- 
lieving that  Ibe  title  of  the  United  Slates  was  clear. 
Mr.  0.  deiired  to  say  a  few  words  further;  but,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  yielded  the  floor 
to  a  motion  for  adjournment;  wishing  it,  at  the 
aame  time,  to  be  understood  that  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  as  he  only  wanted  a  few  minutes 
to  express  what  he  had  to  say. 

Oa  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoNDiT,  January  9, 1843. 

Mr.  OLIVER  presented  a  petition  from  75  men 

and  35  women,  from  Yates  county.  New  York, 

in  favcr  of  a  repeal  of  the  present  law  in  reference 

to  a  recapture  of  slaves,  Ac. 

Mr.  O.  also  presented  a  petition  from  New  York, 
of  75  men  and  35  women,  against  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  Union. 


Mr.  HUBARD  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Dixon,  for  an  invalid  pension;  which  was,  under 
the  rule,  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  HENRY  DODGE  presented  the  petition  of 
the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Madison,  the  seat  of 
l^Qvernment  for  the  Territorir  ol  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at 
the  town  of  Milwaukie,  in  said  Territory. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Jamesvilie,  Rock  county.  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor 
at  the  mouth  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine,  in  said 
Territory. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Racine,  in  the  Territory  of  Wifcensin,  asking  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  that 
town,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

EXTRA  PAY. 

Mr.  BRIGG3,  by  general  consent,  submitted  the 

following  resokiiion;  which  waa  constdened  and 

adopted : 

Retolved,  That  ttieCommitlM  on  Aceoimta  Im  ioftrocted  lo 
allow  tlie  pay  of  all  such  memben  of  this  Hooae  aa  maj  haTe 
(Men  unavoidably  detained  on  their  wa]r  to  the  aeat  of  Govem- 
ment  at  the  commencement  of  this  aeaaion  \n  tha  atoroia,  and 
cloaing  of  the  riTcn  br  ice,  which  occurred  alnrat  tbmi  time; 
or  who  were  detained  by  Iraing  injured  by  aceidani;  they  liav. 
ing  left  their  reapective  places  ef  al>ode  a  auOlcient  ume  to 
hare  reached  the  capital  In  time  to  have  taken  tliair  aeata  <m  tha 
firat  day  of  the  aesaioo. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  to  give  notice  to  the  House 
that  to-morrow  he  should  present  for  their  con* 
sideraiion  the  charges  upon  which  he  expected  to 
found  an  impeachment  against  the  oeHng  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ROOSBVELT  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  appropri- 
aiely  referred. 

PLAN  OF  THE  EXCHEaUER. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  on  leave,  made  a  report  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean9>,  on  the  plan  of 
an  exchequer  presented  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  recommended  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  concluding  with  the  following 
resolution,  which  Mr.  F.  said  waa  nnanimonaly 
adopted: 

Reaolvedy  That  the  plan  of  an  exchequer  preaented  to  Con* 
greai  bT  the  Secretary  of  the  Trediiury  at  the  laat  aeaaion,  and 
eniitieJ  "A  bill  amendatory  of  the  nevend  acta  aatatolidiiDg  the 
Treaaury  Department,"  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  asked  leave,  and  presented 
a  report  on  the  aame  subject,  from  the  minority  of 
the  committee,  concluding  with  the  following  amend* 
ment,  which  he  said  he  was  instrocted  by  them  to 
offer: 

And  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  be  inatmcted 
to  bring  in  a  bill  regulating  the  collection,  aafekeaping,  traoa- 
fer,  and  diabumment  of  the  public  money,  in  such  a  manner 
as  shall,  aafaraa  poasible,  eubatiiute  prorisionaof  law  for  ex> 
ecutive  discretion  in  the  management  of  the  financea,  ahall  pre- 
vent the  moneys  of  the  people  from  being  used  forpurpoanof 
private  speculaiinn  and  emolament,  and  shall  render  the  Gor. 
ernmcnt  ini]e|iendcnl  of  the  agency  and  influence  of  moneyed 
corporations. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  move  the  printing  of  the  report,  and 
be  would  Include  in  his  motion  the  report  and 
amendment  of  the  minority.  He  would  further 
move  that  10,000  copies  of  boih  reports  be  printed, 
and  that  they  be  postponed  to,  and  made  theorder 
of  the  day  for,  ihis  day  two  weeks. 

Mr.  GUSHING  understood  this  to  be  an 
argumemative  report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, containing  nothing  buta  negative  prop, 
oiition,  while  the  report  of  the  minority  pro- 
posed some  definite  jaction  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
He  therefore  moyed  that  the  whole  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  which  already  had  a  bilf  before  them 
in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
tended to  bring  forward  any  bill  or  plan  this  ses- 
sion on  the  subject  of  the  currency.  He  under- 
stood this  to  be  a  negative  proposition^that  the 
committee  would  not  bring  forward  the  plan  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  he  now  wished  to 
know  whether  they  intended  to  bring  forward  any 
plan  of  thf ir  own. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  observed  that  the  gentleman 
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was  correet  in  svpposing  that  the  revolution  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meann  wan  a  negaiir^ 
proposition.  The  eommittet  passed  only  on  (be 
sabject  that  was  presented  to  them.  It  won  id  be 
perceived,  howeyer,  that  the  mioority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  offered  an  amendmenf,  io^trociinf^  the 
committee  to  bring  forward  a  bill — he  sapposed  the 
sab-treaanry— «nd  a  sobstantiTe  propoRition  woold, 
there/ore,  be  before  the  Honae  when  (he  ^abject 
came  np.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman's  qoestion, 
he  would  say  that  he  was  not  aware  ibar  the  eom- 
mitcee  intended  to  bring  forward  aay  b.ll,  unle^ 
instructed  by  the  House.  He  hoped  the  propori- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachasett;',  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  Comiyttee  of  the  Whole,  to  be 
covered  np  by  the  exchequer  bill  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, wonld  not  prevail;  as  it  would  deprive  the 
House  of  giving  its  opinion,  by  a  direct  vote  on  the 
proposition  which  came  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  recommended  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  GUSHING,  in  reply,  contended  that  it  was 
expected  by  the  Honse  that  the  committee  shonld  ^ 
make  a  report  containing  a  plan  for  the  safekeep- 
ing apd  diabnrsement  of  the  public  money,  as  well 
as  a  plan  of  currency;  and  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  make  such  a  report.  Now,  the  report  was  not 
merely  a  nefrative  report,  but  a  very  particular 
kind  of  negative  report.  What  did  it  sayl  Why, 
simply  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  adopt  this  par- 
ticular plan.  Had  the  committee,  then,  discharged 
their  duty  to  the  House?  Had  they  investigated 
this  broad  subject,  that  was  committed  to  them,  in 
all  its  part&l  Had  they  met  the  expectations  of 
the  country?  Or  had  they  met  only  the  limited 
question  of  how  the  revenue  was  to  be  kepi9  Com- 
pare the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  with  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  same 
committee.  The  minority  saw  the  duty  they  had 
to  perform — that  it  was  to  consider  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to 
this  subject,  in  all  its  parts;  and  they  performed  it 
—presenting  a  substantial  proposition  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  Under  these  circum- 
stances, be  hoped  the  reference  of  the  whole  sub* 
ject  would  be  made  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
—where  a  bill  in  relation  to  it  was  already  pend- 
ing. 

How  were  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  to 
be  kept?  In  what  form  were  they  to  be  deposited? 
And  under  what  instructions,  and  with  what  lim- 
itations? None  of  these  was  presented  by  the  act 
of  1779;  but,  in  the  absence  of  the  act  of  the  la^t 
Congress,  called  the  independent  treasury  act,  and 
of  the  other  act  which  expired  by  its  own  limita- 
tion, they  were  left  to  stand  on  the  discretion  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVEKBTT  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  he  wished  to  know  if  the 
whole  merits  of  the  finances  of  the  country  were 
in  order  for  discussion. 

Mr.  GUSHING  insisted  that  he  was  right;  but 
if  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  thought  he  was 
wrong,  let  him  put  his  point  of  order  into  wiiting. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  assumed  what 
was  not  true;  for  he  (lir.  C.)  was  not  stating  the 
whole  question. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  as  was  understood, 
to  intimate  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
was  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CUSHVTQ  resumed.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  majority  of  the  committee  were  right  in 
the  view  thf  y  had  taken  of  the  subject,  and  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  majority  not  merely  to  bring 
into  the  House  a  proposition  to  negative  a  bill — 
that  was  not  the  duty  assigned  to  them — their  duty 
was  larger  and  higher;  it  was  to  present  to  the 
Honst  a  measVire — a  measure  which  the  interests 
of  the  Government  demanded,  and  a  measure 
which  the  country  calls  for  at  the  hands  of  this 
Congress.  This  they  had  not  attempted  to  do.  He 
would  not  say  that  they  had  neglected  their  duty; 
bat  they  had  not  performed  the  duty  eDJoined  by 
that  Honse.  What,  then,  was  the  proposition,  and 
the  object  of  the  proposition,  as  stated  by  the  gea- 
tleman  from  New  York?  There  they  hai  a  far- 
ther development  of  the  purposes  entertained  by 
that  committee.  The  gentleman  objected  to  go 
pto  Comaiittee  of  the  Whole  on  that  report— and 


wh>?  Why,  chat  if  they  did,  that  negative  resolu- 
tion would  tie  overlaid.  How?  By  legislation  on 
the  part  of  the  House.  Well,  was  not  that  what 
they  were  bound  to  do?  .Were  they  to  spend  their 
time  in  discussing  abstract  propositions?  What 
was  to  be  gained  by  retaining  that  negative  resoln* 
tion  in  the  House  for  discnssioo,  instead  of  taking 
np  the  resolution  for  practical  legislation?  They 
should  not  only  take  up  the  resolution,  and  inquire 
and  discuss  it;  they  shonld  not  only  inquire  whether 
a  particular  measure  ought  to  pass;  but  tbey 
should  go  far  beyond  that— they  should  look  into 
the  whole  scope  of  legislation,  and  inquire  not 
only  whether  a  particular  bill  ought,  or  ought  not, 
to  pass;  but  whether  there  was  not  some  form 
of  bill  which  should  pass,  and  of  which  a 
majority  of  the  House  could  be  found  to  approve. 
His  (Mr.  CirsHino^)  proposition  wap,  that  this 
subject  should  be  put  in  a  form  for  practical  legis- 
lation, and  net  for  mere  abstract  eiscnsidon  of  a 
party  issue  on  a  particular  bill.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  not  only  the  course  of  wisdom  and  of 
expediency,  but  of  duty,  to  refer  this  whole  matter 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  that  a  bill — it  was  immaterial  what 
bill,  nor  did  he  say  it  should  be  any  particular 
bill — should  be  taken  up.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Turk  said  his  object  was  to  have  a  direct 
vote  of  the  House  on  the  plan;  but,  if  he  wished 
to  make  so  narrow  an  issue,  it  would  be  compe* 
tent  for  him  to  make  it  in  the  House;  afier  tbey 
should  have  been  in  committee  on  the  whole  ques- 
tion, in  a  practical  form,  in  which  there  could  be 
legislation.  But,  no;  his  object  was  to  prevent 
legislation.  Did  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
desire  to  stand  forth  as  the  chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  that  character,  and  say  that  that  House 
was  bound  to  reftise  to  make  any  attempt  to  legis* 
late  on  the  currency?  He  (Mr.  CtJSHnfo)  hoped 
that,  instead  of  sanctioiiing  such  a  proceeding— in* 
stead  of  promoting  a  fancy  discussion  en  a  fancy 
resolution,  he  would  consent  that  at  the  earliest 
possible  day  the  House  should  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  attempt  to  pass  some  measure 
during  this  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  understood  the  question 
now  was  simply  to  print;  and  he  thought  if  this 
majority  and  this  minority  report  were  before  them, 
in  addition  to  the  report  which  they  got  from  the 
select  committee  nearly  twelve  months  ago,  they 
would  understand  the  merits  of  the  propositions 
much  better.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  print- 
ing would  be  ordered,  and  he  now  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  PICKENS  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  allow  him  to 
make  one  or  two  observations  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  which  he  thought 
would  satisfy  even  him. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  consented,  on  condition  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  the  report  now  before  the 
House  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  overlaying  a  bill,  but 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  negative  proposition,  and 
therefore,  to  effect  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  in  a  more  efBcient  mode,  was 
to  let  it  lake  its  course,  and  vote  npon  it  in  the 
House  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a 
measure,  or  was  it  intended  to  do  nothing  more 
than  submit  a  negative  proposition? 

Mr.  PICKENS  did  not  know  what  the  commit- 
tee intended  to  do,  except  so  far  as  their  report 

stated. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  they  had  such  a  proposi- 
tion under  consideration. 

Mr.  PICKENS  again  referred  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
an  exposition  of  their  views  and  intentions;  and 
then  repeated,  that  in  the  House,  on  this  report, 
they  would  get  specific  action.  He  did  not  wi.«h  to 
foreclose  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
CosRiNs]  on  his  own  bill;  on  the  contrary  he  (Mr. 
P.)  wished  that  gentleman*s  bill  to  have  a  fair 
hearing  and  discussion  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  he  agreed  with  ibe  gentleman  f^om 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cvsawe]  that  this  resolution 


II 


was  merely  negative  against  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  between  which  and 
the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
there  was  a  material  and  distinct  diflerenoe,  as 
there  was  between  that  gentleman^  bill  and  alt 
others*  He  was  willing  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  shonld  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  his  bill;  but  on  this  1)111  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  which  they  felt  such  particular 
objections,  he  wished  specidc  action  in  the  Housd 
by  yeas  and  nays,  in  a  tangible. shape;  and  if 
the  gentleman  from  Massicfaosetts  wished  for 
action  by  the  House,  he  would  agree  with  him,  and 
not  commit  it  to  the  Comniiftee  of  the  Whole.  He 
concluded  by  moving  the  previous  question,  in  con* 
foimi^  with  his  promise. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  the  bperation  of 
the  previous  question,  and  Mr.  Arnold  was  in- 
duced to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  ¥{.  COST  JOHNSON  said,  if  they  had  been 
forced  by  the  previous  question  to  vote  on  this 
resolution,  they  should  have  voted  white  they  were 
profoundly  ignorant  of  the  long  written  arguments 
of  the  several  branches  of  the  committee,  which 
had  not  even  been  read  by  any  gentleman,  except 
snch  as  were  members  of  the  committee — ^po^sibly 
only  by  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  argumeni;. 
He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  giving  a  vote  upon 
it,  while  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  examine 
the  arguments  which  the  reports  contained.  He 
also  objected  to  vote  on  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York — for  the  single  reason,  that 
it  was  presented  to  the  House  in  the  attitude,  not 
of  active  legislation,  but  of  a  mere  negative  prop- 
osition, on  which  they  might  consume  the  time  of 
the  House,  and,  when  it  was  disposed  of,  they 
would  be  as  far  from  a  settlement  of  the  question 
as  when  they  referred  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,. 
Foreseeing  such  a  result  as  that  which  they  had 
witnessed,  he  voted  against  the  reference  of  that 
portion  of  the  President's  message  to  the  Commit- 
tee ot  Ways  and  Means. . 

It  was  now  seen  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  of 
the  committee  to  recommend  any  specific  plan;  and 
he  asked,  what  was  to  be  gained  by  this  proposi- 
tion of  that  committee?  It  was  a  negative  mode 
of  telling  the  House  that  they  preferred  seeing  Con- 
gress adjourn  to  the  adoption  of  any  plan,  or  that 
there  was  neither  capacity  nor  will  in  the  House  to 
meet  the  question  directly,  and  to  give  a  specific 
and  tangible  vote  upon  it.  He  knew  bow  difilcnlt 
the  quesUon  was  of  settlement;  but  still  he  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  present  a  specific 
proposition  for  its  action,  and  to  test  its  sense,  that 
the  cpnntry  might  see  whether  there  was  a  majority 
in  favor  of  any  plan  whatever.  For  that  reason, 
he  could  not  see  now  any  progress  could  be  made 
in  legislation  by  voting  on  the  proposition  of  the 
chairman  of  thie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
and,  while  he  wonld  cheerfully  vote  to  print  the 
reports,  ihat  they  might  have  every  advantage  from 
them,  he  could  not,  and  wonld  not,  agree  to  con- 
sume some  two  weeks  in  a  discussion  on  a  nega- 
tive proposition,  which,  when  the  vote  was  taken, 
would  bring  them  no  nearer  to  its  settlement  than 
they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said,  while,  of  the  plans  proposed, 
he  should  prefer  a  United  States  bank,  he  must  re- 
call the  Honse  to  the  simple  question  before  them, 
which  was  merely  one  of  printing  the  reports,  and 
not  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  either  the 
majority  or  the  minority  of  the  committee.  What 
was  the  resolution  of  the  majority?  It  was  sim- 
ply a  negative  proposition,  that  it  was  not  expedi- 
ent to  adopt  the  plan  recommended.  And  what 
was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire?  It  was  to  bring  in  a  specific  plan, 
which  was  substantially  the  sub-treasury.  Now. 
was  it  not  competent  for  the  gentleman  to  move 
that  specific  plan  in  Committee  of  the  Whole?  If» 
therefore,  they  would  keep  these  two  subjects  sep- 
arate, and  confine  themselves  to  the  question  of 
printing,  they  might  at  once  decide  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  lie  was  not  surprised 
at  the  haste  with  which  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetis  had  attacked  the  report  jubt  laid  on 
ihrir  table,  before  there  was  even  time  to  read 
it,  or  to  know  its  contents.    The  honorable  gentle* 
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Terj  territory.  He  alluded  to  the  pfovision  grant 
iDg  Itndi  to  settlers,  wbieh  he  read  from  the  bill. 
To  show  in  what  respect  this  conflicted  with  the 
treaty,  he  shoald  first  take  a  review  of  the  grounds 
on  which  both  con  nines  lay  claim  to  the  territory, 
and  then  the  provisions  of  the  adjustment  by 
treaty,  which  must  govern  the  action  of  both. 

Here  Mr.  C.  made  a  clear  and  precise  statement 
of  the  three  grounds  upon  which  the  United  States 
Qovemment  sustains  its  title:  first,  of  discovery  by 
Captain  Gray  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  then  by  Lewis  and  Clark  of  its, sources;  next, 
by  its  transferred  right  to  the  Spanish  title  to  the 
northwest  coast;  and,  thirdly,  to  the  tranrferred  ti- 
tle and  claims  of  France,  through  its  extension  of  the 
Louisiana  territory .  He  also  stated  the  grounds  u  pon 
which  Bogland*  based  her  claims,  which  were  two: 
first,  under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  in  1790;  and 
next,  with  legard  to  the  Columbia  river,  by  pri- 
ority of  discovery  of  the  country  tributary  to  that 
river.  These  conflicting  claims  had  been  the  subject 
of  nef^otiatioa,  and  by  the  treaty  of  1818  it  was 
agreed  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Siates 
that  the  territory  should  be  open  to  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  for 
ten  >ear8.  In  1897  the  treaty  was  renewed,  leav- 
ing it  optional  with  either  country  to  discontinue  its 
obligations  upon  giving  the  other  a  year's  notice. 
He  pointed  out  thai  the  British  Government  mere- 
ly claimed  for  its  subjects  the  equal  right  of  settle- 
ment  and  occupation  of  the  territory  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  insisted  on  its  exclusive  right 
of  occupation,  setUement^.and  jurisdiction.  He 
also  deduced,  from  the  review  of  the  whole  case, 
that  any  provision  of  this  bill  undertaking  to  se- 
-  cure  to  a  settler  any  part  of  land  which  he  should 
oceapy  for  five  years,  would  be  in  conflict  with  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  ||ie  treaty.  For  this  reaf^oii, 
and  also  for  another  reason— namely,  that  it  might 
be  necessary  to  invesUgate  whether  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  proposed  to  extend  jurisdiction  over  the 
territory  is  reconcilable  with  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  interpretation  of  it  by  the  British 
Government  as  exemplified  in  its  acts  of  Parlia- 
meat— he  thought  it  desirable  the  bill  should  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  or 
the  Comraitlee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  LINN  replied,  acknowledging  that  the  Sen- 
ta^r  from  South  Carolina  had  correctly  stated  the 
cli^ims  of  the  two  Governments,  and  the  position 
in  which  they  stood  with  regard  to  the  treaty  of 
18|  8,  renewed  in  1837,  and  requiting  one  year's 
no  ^ice  of  discontisnance.  He  denied,  however, 
tha  t  the  Senator's  deductions  were  correct— first, 
that  the  promise  of  this  bill  to  make  a  grant  of 
lands'to  the  settlers,  was  in  conflict  with  the  treaty; 
and,  next,  that  there  could  be  any  question  .of  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  extend  our  jurisdic- 
tion over  our  citizens  residing  in  the  territory.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  to  encourage  emigration,  by 
an  assurance  to  those  emigrating  that  they  should 
have  the  benefit  of  the  jarisdiction  of  cur  laws 
and  the  security  of  their  settlements.  Wiihoui 
these  encouragements,  there  would  be-  no  emigra- 
tion of  our  citizens,  and  England  would  be  left  to 
occupy  the  whole  country,  through  the  sgency  of 
her  Hudson's  Bay  Compaay.  Through  that  agen- 
cy, she  was  daily  settling  down  her  subjects— ta- 
king possession  of,  and'occupyiog  for  all  practical 
purposes,  the  choicest  portions  of  the  tenitory. 

Tbruugh  the  same  agency,  she  had  extended  to 
those  settlers  the  protection  of  the  British  laws 
We  asked,  by  this  bill,  to  do  nothing  more  than 
Great  Britain  had  done.  If  she  interpreted  the 
treaty  to  her  advantage,  we  surely  are  entitled  to 
make  use  of  her  interpretation  to  our  advantage. 
But  he  did  not  want  either  the  example  or  dicta- 
tk>n  of  Great  Britain  in  this  matter.  He  took 
ground  upon  the  indefeasible  right  of  the  United 
Slates  to  the  territory,  and  to  our  indisputable  rich: 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  to 
our  eiuzsns  within  our  territory. 

Mr.  CHOATB  was  sorry  that  be  was  obliged  to 
conenr  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina^  that 
there  was  one  objection  fatal  to  the  provision  in 
the  bill  making  a  grant  of  lands  to  settlers.  Hi 
said  sorry;  bccause^e  was  entirely  favorable  to  the 
^U  Itself,  and  approved  of  the  objects  and  purposes 


propos^ed  by  it.  On  due  examination  of  the  exist- 
it)g  treaty,  be  wss  constrained  to  say  that,  to  grant 
away,  or  to  secure  a  settlement,  (which  amounted  to 
the  same  thing,)  would  be  to  exercise  an  ownership, 
contrary  to  the  .^'pirit  of  the  treaty,  according  to 
which  every  portion  of  the  territory  is  to  be  left 
open  to  the  citizens  of  both  Governments.  The 
obligation  not  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdib- 
tion  'or  ownership  by  either  party,  was  implied 
in  the  obligation  to  Uave  the  country  free  and 
open  to  the  mutual  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  citizens  of  both.  There  was  nothing 
in  this  view  of  the  treaty  conflictini;  with  the  ex- 
tension of  the  British  laws  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  residing  in 'the  territory;  nor  would  thore  be 
in  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner,  over  our 
citizens  residing  there.  There  would  be  mu- 
tual jurisdiction;  but  mutual  occupation  could  not 
be  reconciled  with  an  undertaking  on  our  part  to 
secure  locations  to  our  settlers. 

Mr.  LINN  observed,  that  Congress  had,  at  all 
events,  made  some  progress  in  this  matter.  It  was 
now  admitted  in  Congress  that  there  may  be  mu- 
tual occupation  and  jurisdiction,  without  cause  of 
00*6060  to  Great  Britain.  As  Great  Britain  had 
extended  her  laws  over  the  territory,  fo  may  we  ex- 
tend ours.  As  she  had  built  forts  and  made  settle- 
ments, so  may  we.  She  is  either  to  set  us  the  ex- 
ample, or  dictate  to  us  what  we  may  do.  Now,  he 
would  pay  no  regard  to  the  dictation  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. He  maintained  our  right  to  the  territory  over 
which  we  propose  to  extend  our  jurisdiction  and 
our  population,  and  it  was  on  this  right  he  based 
the  present  bill.  There  was  nothing  in  it  to  con- 
flict with  any  obligation  of  the  United  States. 

Here  Mr.  L.  extended  his  remarks,  in  reply  to 
portions  of  the  observations  made  by  the  Senators 
irom  Souih  Carolina  and  Massachusetts,  only 
glanced  at  above. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  followed,  in  an  argument  of 
much  point,  which  showed  the  indisputable  nature 
of  our  claim  to  the  territory,  and  our  unequivocal 
right  to  pass  a  bill  with  the  provisions  which  this 
bill  contains. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  CHOATB 
and  HENDERSON, 

Mr.  BAYARD  submitted  an  amendment,  which 
he  thought  would  remove  all  difficulty.  It  was,  in 
eflect,  that  the  provision  of  a  grant  of  lands,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  bill,  should  be  changed  so  as  to  read, 
that  any  person  occupying  a  settlement  in  the  ter- 
ritory for  five  years  should  be  entitled  to  a  pre* 
emption  right,  a<;  against  the  United  Slates,  for  640 
acres  of  land;  and  so  for  the  share  of  the  wife  of 
a  settler  and  each  child  for  160  acres. 

Mr.  CHOATE  suggested  that  the  amendment 
might  be  printed,  and  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  postponed  till  to  morrow. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  amendment  could 
be  adopted  by  onanimous  consent — which  it  would 
require,  as  the  bill  was  otherwise  past  the  stage  for 
amendment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that,  as  the  modifica- 
tion proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr. 
Batard]  required  unanimeus  consent  for  its  ad- 
mission into  the  bill,  he,  for  one,  must  object  to  it; 
because,  if  admitted,  the  amendment  would,  in  his 
ininti,'  be  an  admission  of  £ome  doubt  as  to  our 
title  ta  the  territory.  He  was  not  prepared  lo  sanc« 
lion  any  thing  that  could  bear  that  consiroctidn,  be- 
lieving that  the  title  of  the  United  Slates  was  clear. 
Mr.  C.  desired  to  say  a  few  words  further;  but,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  yielded  the  floor 
to  a  motion  for  adjournment;  wishing  it,  at  the 
same  time,  to  be  understood  that  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  as  he  only  wanted  a  few  minutes 
to  express  what  be  had  to  say. 

Oa  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoNOiT,  January  9, 1843. 

Mr.  OLIVER  presented  a  petition  from  75  men 

and  35  women,  from  Yates  county,  New  York, 

in  favcr  of  a  repeal  of  the  present  law  in  reference 

to  a  recapture  of  slavrs,  &e. 

Mr.  0.  also  presented  a  petition  from  New  York, 
of  75  men  and  35  women, against  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  Union. 


Mr.  HUBARD  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Dixon,  for  an  invalid  pension;  which  waet,  Qo^er 
the  rule,  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  HENRY  DODGE  presented  the  petition  of 
the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Madison,  the  sett  of 
)i;overnment  for  the  Territorir  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at 
the  town  of  Milwaukfe,  in  said  Territory. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of 
JTamesvilie,  Rock  county.  Territory  of  Wisconstn, 
asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor 
at  the  mouih  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine,  in  said 
Territory. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Racine,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Coo- 
gre«s  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  that 
town,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

EXTRA  PAY. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  by  general  consent,  submitted  the 

following  resolution;  which  was  considered  and 

adopted : 

JZesotoed,  That  the  Committee  on  Account!  beiofltnicted  to 
allow  ihe  pay  of  all  such  memben  of  this  Houae  mm  majr  hara 
Iraen  unavoidablj  detained  on  their  wajrtothe  aeat  of  GoTem- 
ment  at  the  commencement  of  this  eeailon  by  the  atorma,  and 
cloaing  of  the  riTera  by  ice,  which  occurred  about  tliat  time; 
or  who  were  detained  by  being  injured  by  accident;  thejr  hav- 
ing left  their  reapective  places  of  abode  a  auflicient  time  to 
have  reached  the  capital  in  time  to  tiave  taken  their  aeata  on  the 
firat  day  of  the  seaaion. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  to  give  notice  to  the  Hoo$e 
that  to-morrow  he  should  present  for  their  con- 
sideration the  charges  upon  which  he  expected  lo 
found  an  impeachment  against  the  acting  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  appropri- 
ately referred. 

PLAN  OF  THE  EXCHEaUER. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  on  leav^,  made  a  report  from 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  planoi 

an  exchequer  presented  by  the   Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  and  recommended  by  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  concluding  with  the  following 

resolution,  which  Mr.  F.  said  was  unanimonsly 

adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  an  exchequer  preaented  to  Con. 
greaa  bT  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea'aury  at  the  laat  aeaiioD,  and 
entitled  "A  bill  amendatory  of  the  neveral  acts  elabHritiDg  the 
Treasury  Department,"  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  asked  leave,  and  presented 
a  report  on  the  same  subject,  from  the  minority  of 
the  committee,  concluding  with  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  he  said  he  was  instructed  by  them  to 
offer: 

And  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  regulating  the  collection,  safekeeping,  trai» 
fer,  and  diabursement  of  the  public  money.  In  auch  a  manner 
as  shall,  as  far  as  jpoaaible,  aubstiiute  profisionsof  law  forez* 
ecutive  discretion  in  the  management  of  the  finances,  shall  pie- 
▼eni  the  moneys  of  the  people  from  being  used  forpurpoeesof 
private  apeculaiion  and  emolument,  and  shall  render  the  Gor. 
ernment  tmlependcnt  of  the  agency  and  influence  of  monejeJ 
corporations. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  move  the  printing  of  the  report,  and 
he  would  include  in  his  motion  the  report  and 
amendment  of  the  minority.  He  would  further 
moire  that  10,000  copies  of  both  reports  be  printed, 
and  that  they  be  postponed  to,  and  made  theorder 
of  the  day  for,  this  day  two  weeks. 

Mr.  GUSHING  understood  this  to  be  ait 
argumemative  report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, containing  nothing  buta  negative  prop- 
oiition,  while  the  report  of  the  minority  pro- 
posed some  definite  action  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
He  therefore  moyed  that  the  whole  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  wliich  already  bad  a  bill  before  tbcm 
in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
tended to  bring  forward  any  bill  or  plan  this  ses- 
sion on  the  subject  of  the  currency.  He  unde^ 
stood  this  to  be  a  negative  proposition — that  the 
committee  would  not  bring  forward  the  plan  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  he  now  wished  to 
know  whether  they  intended  to  bring  forward  any 
plan  of  their  own. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  observed  that  the  geatleman 
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was  comet  in  sapposing  that  the  resolntion  of  the 
Gommiitee  of  Ways  and  Means  wan  a  negatir^ 
proposition.  The  committet  passed  only  on  the 
subject  that  was  presented  to  them.  It  wonld  be 
perceived,  howeyer,  that  the  mioority  of  ihe  com- 
mittee had  offered  an  amendmenr,  instruciing  ihe 
oommittee  to  bring  forward  a  bill — he  supposed  the 
snb-irsaBiiiy— and  a  substantive  propositinn  wonld, 
th«refore»  be  before  the  House  when  the  subject 
eam^  up.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman's  qaestion, 
he  would  say  that  he  was  not  aware  that  the  com- 
mittee jDtended  to  bring  forward  any  b.ll,  unless 
iostmcted  by  the  House.  He  hoped  the  propopi- 
lioo  of  the  gentleman  from  MassachusettF,  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  Comiyttee  of  the  Whole,  to  be 
covered  up  by  the  ezcheqner  bill  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, wonld  not  prevail;  as  it  would  deprive  the 
House  of  giving  its  opinion,  by  a  direct  vote  on  the 

Sroposition  which  came  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
^easary.  recommended  by  the  Executive. 
Mr.  GUSHING,  in  reply,  contended  that  it  was 
eipecled  by  the  House  that  the  committee  should , 
make  a  report  containing  a  plan  for  the  safekeep- 
ing apd  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  as  well 
as  a  plan  of  currency;  and  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  make  snch  a  report.    Now,  the  report  was  not 
merely  a  negative  report,  but  a  very  particular 
kind  of  negative  report.    What  did  it  sayl    Why, 
simply  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  adopt  this  par- 
ticular plan.   Had  the  committee,  then,  discharged 
their  duty  to  the  House?    Had  they  investigated 
this  broad  subject,  that  was  committed  to  them,  in 
all  its  partfc?    Had  they  met  the  expectations  of 
the  country?    Or  had  they  met  only  the  limited 
question  of  how  the  revenue  was  to  be  kepi9  Com- 
pare the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  with  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  same 
eommittee.    The  minority  saw  the  duty  they  had 
to  perform — that  it  was  to  consider  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to 
this  subject,  in  all  its  parts;  and  they  performed  it 
—presenting  a  substantial  proposition  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.     Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  hoped  the  reference  of  the  whole  sub^ 
Ject  would  be  made  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
— where  a  bill  in  relation  to  it  was  already  pend- 
ing. 

How  were  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  to 
be  kept?  In  what  form  were  they  to  be  deposited? 
And  under  what  instructions,  and  with  what  lim- 
itations? None  of  these  was  presented  by  the  act 
of  1779;  bnt,  in  the  absence  of  the  act  of  the  la^t 
Congress,  called  the  independent  treasury  act,  and 
of  the  other  act  which  expired  by  its  own  limita- 
tion, they  were  left  to  stand  on  the  discretion  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVEKBTT  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  he  wished  to  know  if  the 
whole  merits  of  the  finances  of  the  country  were 
in  order  for  discussion. 

Mr.  GUSHING  insisted  that  he  was  right;  but 
if  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  thought  he  was 
wrong,  let  him  put  his  point  of  order  into  willing. 
But  iht  gentleman  from  Vermont  assumed  what 
was  not  true;  for  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  not  stating  the 
whole  question. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  as  was  understood, 
to  intimate  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
was  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  GUSHING  resumed.    He  was  of  opinion 
thmt  the  majority  of  the  committee  were  right  in 
the  view  they  had  taken  of  the  subject,  and  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  majority  not  merely  to  bring 
into  the  House  a  proposition  to  negative  a  bill— 
that  was  not  the  duty  assigned  to  them — their  duty 
wsbs    larger  and  higher;  it  was  to  present  to  the 
Hoasa  a  measVire— a  measure  which  the  interests 
of    the  Government  demanded,  and  a  measure 
which   the  country  calls  for  at  the  bands  of  this 
Congress.  This  they  had  not  attempted  to  do.   He 
weald  not  say  that  they  had  neglected  their  duty; 
bat  they  had  not  performed  the  duty  enjoined  by 
that  House.    What,  then,  was  the  proposition,  and 
the  object  of  the  proposition,  as  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman  from  New  York?    There  they  hai  a  far- 
ther  development  of  the  purposes  entertained  by 
that   conuntttee.    The  gentleman  objected  to  go 
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why?  Why,  diat  if  they  did,  that  negative  resolu- 
tion would  be  overlaid.  How?  By  legislation  on 
the  part  of  the  House.  Well,  was  not  that  what 
they  were  bound  to  do?  .Were  they  to  spend  their 
time  in  discussing  abatraet  propositions?  What 
was  to  be  gained  by  retaining  that  negative  resolu* 
tion  in  the  House  for  discussion,  instead  of  taking 
up  the  resolntion  for  praetical  legislation?  They 
should  not  only  take  up  the  resolution,  and  inquire 
and  discusa  it;  they  should  not  only  inquire  whether 
a  particular  measure  ought  to  pass;  but  they 
should  go  far  beyond  that — they  should  look  into 
the  whole  scope  of  legislation,  and  inquire  not 
only  whether  a  particular  bill  ought,  or  ought  not, 
to  pass;  but  whether  there  was  not  some  form 
of  bill  which  should  pass,  and  of  which  a 
majority  of  the  House  could  be  found  to  approve. 
His  (Mr.  GnsHiiro^)  proposition  was,  that  this 
subject  should  be  put  in  a  form  for  practical  legis- 
lation, and  not  for  mere  abstract  discussion  of  a 
party  issue  on  a  particular  bill.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  not  only  the  course  of  wisdom  and  of 
expediency,  but  of  duty,  to  refer  this  whole  matter 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  that  a  bill — it  was  immaterial  what 
bill,  nor  did  he  say  it  should  be  any  particular 
bill — should  be  taken  up.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  said  his  object  was  to  have  a  direct 
vote  of  tlie  House  on  the  plan;  but,  if  he  wi>hed 
to  make  so  narrow  an  issue,  it  would  be  compe- 
tent for  him  to  make  it  in  the  Hoa«e;  afier  they 
should  have  been  in  committee  on  the  whole  ques- 
tion, in  a  practical  form,  in  which  there  could  be 
legislation.  But,  no;  his  object  was  to  prevent 
legislation.  Did  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
desire  xo  stand  forth  as  the  chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  that  character,  and  say  that  that  House 
was  bound  to  refttse  to  make  any  attempt  to  legis* 
late  on  the  currency?  He  (Mr.  CusHino)  hoped 
that,  instead  of  sanctioning  such  a  proceeding— in* 
stead  of  promoting  a  fancy  discussion  en  a  fancy 
resolution,  he  would  consent  that  at  the  earliest 
possible  day  the  House  should  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  attempt  to  pass  some  measure 
during  this  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  understood  the  question 
now  was  simply  to  print;  and  he  thought  if  this 
majority  and  this  minority  report  were  before  them, 
in  addition  to  the  report  which  they  got  from  the 
select  committee  nearly  twelve  months  ago,  they 
would  understand  the  merits  of  the  propositions 
much  better.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  print- 
ing would  be  ordered,  and  he  now  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  PIGKBNS  asked  the  gentleman  fro'm  Ten- 
nessee to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  allow  him  to 
make  one  or  two  observations  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massaehusetts,  which  he  thought 
would  satisfy  even  him. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  consented,  on  condition  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  PIGKBNS  said  the  report  now  before  the 
House  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  overlaying  a  bill,  but 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  negative  proposition,  and 
therefore,  to  effect  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  in  a  more  efBcient  mode,  was 
to  let  it  take  its  course,  and  vote  upon  it  in  the 
House  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WI8B  inquired  if  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  0>mmitt€e  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a 
measure,  or  was  it  intended  to  do  nothing  more 
than  submit  a  negative  proposition? 

Mr.  PICKENS  did  not  know  what  the  commit- 
tee intended  to  do,  except  so  far  as  their  report 

stated. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  they  had  such  a  proposi- 
tion under  consideration. 

Mr.  PICKENS  again  referred  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
an  exposition  of  their  views  and  intentions;  and 
then  repeated,  that  in  the  House,  on  this  report, 
they  would  get  specific  action.  He  did  not  wi.*h  to 
foreclose  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
CosRine]  on  his  own  bill;  on  the  contrary  he  (Mr. 
P.)  wished  that  gentleman*^  bill  to  have  a  fair 
hearing  and  discussion  in  the  Gsmmittee  of  the 
Whole;  and  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  f^om 
Massachusetts  [Mr,  CusBme]  that  this  reaolutiou 
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was  merely  negative  against  the  bill  reported  b^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  between  which  and 
the  bill  of  the  gentleman-  from  Massachusetts 
there  was  a  material  and  distinct  difference,  as 
there  was  between  that  gentleman's  bill  and  all 
others.  He  was  willing  that  the  gentleman  from 
Mas^achuaetts  should  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  his  bill;  but  on  this  bill  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  which  they  felt  snch  ptarticular 
objections,  he  wished  speeidc  action  in  the  Housd 
by  yeas  and  nays,  in  a  tangible. shape; and  if 
the  gentleman  from  Mass^thn setts  wished  for 
action  by  the  House,  he  would  agree  with  him,  and 
not  commit  it  to  the  Comniittee  of  the  Whole.  He 
concluded  by  moving  the  previous  question,  in  con* 
formi^  with  his  promise. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  the  dperation  of 
the  previous  question,  and  Mr.  AanoLD  was  in- 
duced to  withdraw  his  motion^ 

Mr.  ¥{.  COST  JOHNSON  said,  if  they  had  been 
forced  by  the  previous  question  to  vote  on  this 
resolution,  tb^y  should  have  voted  while  they  were 
profoundly  ignorant  of  the  long  written  arguments 
of  the  several  branches  of  the  committee,  which 
had  not  even  been  read  by  any  gentleman,  except 
such  as  were  members  of  the  committee — possibly 
only  by  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  argumeni;. 
He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  giving  a  vote  upon 
it,  while  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  examine 
the  arguments  which  the  reports  contained.  He 
also  objected  to  vote  on  ihe  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York — for  the  single  reason,  that 
it  was  presented  to  the  House  in  the  attitude,  not 
of  active  legislation,  but  of  a  mere  negative  prop- 
osition, on  which  they  might  consume  the  time  of 
the  House,  and,  when  it  was  disposed  of,  they 
would  be  as  far  from  a  settlement  of  the  question 
as  when  they  referred  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.. 
Foreseeing  suck  a  result  as  that  which  they  had 
witnessed,  he  voted  against  the  reference  of  that 
portion  of  the  President's  message  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. . 

It  was  now  seen  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  of 
the  committee  to  recommend  any  specific  plan;  and 
he  asked,  what  was  to  be  gained  by  this  proposi- 
tion of  that  eommittee?  It  was  a  negative  mode 
of  telling  the  House  that  they  preferred  seeing  Con- 
gress adjourn  to  the  adoption  of  any  plan,  or  that 
there  was  neither  capacity  nor  will  in  the  House  to 
meet  the  question  directly,  and  to  give  a  specific 
and  tangible  vote  upon  it.  He  knew  how  difilcnlt 
the  question  was  of  settlement;  but  still  he  thought 
it  was  (he  duty  of  the  House  to  present  a  specific 
proposition  for  its  action,  and  to  test  its  sense,  that 
the  cpnntry  might  see  whether  there  was  a  majority 
in  favor  of  any  plan  whatever.  For  that  reason, 
he  could  not  see  now  any  progress  could  be  made 
in  legislation  by  voting  on  the  proposition  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
and,  while  he  would  cheerfully  vote  to  print  the 
reports,  that  they  might  have  every  advantage  from 
them,  he  could  not,  and  would  not,  agree  to  con- 
sume some  two  weeks  in  a  discufsion  on  a  nega- 
tive proposition,  which,  when  the  vote  was  taken, 
wonld  bring  them  no  nearer  to  its  settlement  than 
they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

Mr.  B0TT8  said,  while,  of  the  plans  proposed, 
he  should  prefer  a  United  Sutes  bank,  he  must  re- 
call the  House  to  the  simple  question  before  them, 
which  was  merely  one  of  printing  the  reports,  and 
not  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  either  the 
majority  or  the  minority  of  the  committee.  What 
was  the  resolution  of  the  majority?  It  was  sim- 
ply a  negative  proposition,  that  it  was  not  expedi- 
ent to  adopt  the  plan  recommended.  And  what 
was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire?  It  was  to  bring  in  a  specific  plan, 
which  was  substantially  the  sub-treasury.  Now. 
was  it  not  competent  for  the  gentleman  to  move 
that  specific  plan  in  Committee  of  the  Whole?  If» 
therefore,  they  would  keep  these  two  subjects  sep- 
arate, and  confine  themselves  to  the  question  of 
printing,  they  might  at  once  decide  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  l»e  was  not  surprised 
at  the  haste  with  which  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  had  attacked  the  report  jubt  laid  on 
ihrtr  table,  before  there  was  even  time  to  read 
it,  or  to  know  Its  conteuis.    The  honorable  gentle; 
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wn  h»d  coihplamed  that  the  Committee  cf  Ways 
aiid  Means  bad  presented  ibis  subject  in  a  wajr 
that  wooVi  not  result  in  lepslation,  and  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  W.  C.  Jchv- 
aoM],  took  exception  to  the  report  on  the  same 
ground.  Now»  what  was  the  history  of  that  qnes* 
lion  before  the  House?  for,  by  recurring  to  that, 
they  would  see  if  there  was  weight  in  that  objec- 
tion. It  was  submitted  to  Congress  at  tbecom- 
aeneement  of  the  last  session,  and  the  report,  con- 
taining the  plan  as  recommended  by  the  Bzecutiye, 
-was  sent  to  a  committee,  a  majority  of  whose 
members  were  the  avowed  friends  of  the  Execu- 
tive. That  committee,  after  holding  the  subject 
under  eonsideraiion  until  the  middle  of  February, 
made  a  n^rt,  accompanied  bv  f  bill  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Bxecutive 
— a  plan  which  had  been  prepared  by  a  leading 
member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  of  which  a  distin- 
giiished  member  of  the  Cabinet,  in  a  speech  at 
Boeton,  avowed  himself  the  advocate,  and  de- 
clared that  the  plan  submitted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  plan  of  the  Bxeeutive  was  not  worth  a  rush— • 
that  it  was  not  worth  the  parchi^ent  on  which  it 
was  written. 

He  then  went  on  to  remark  that  the  subject  of 
'At  currency  and  finance  was  before  the  House 
ahd  the  oountry  in  every  possible  phasis  in  which 
iteould  be  presented.  There  was  no  reason  why 
tfaie  House  could  not  come  to  a  vote.  If  any  mem- 
ber was  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,  it 
-would  be  easy  fer  him  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
Word  **noi*'  in  the  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  thus  make  it 
declare  that  the  plan  if  expedient.  He  should 
like  to  see  the  individual  who  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  it. 

But  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Cusbing]  had  said  that 
the  -  committee  had  failed  to  discharge  its  whole 
dniy.    What  was  that  dutyl    Was  it  to  report  the 

Itlan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  Was 
t  to  report  a  banki  No:  it  was  made  the  specific 
4lnty  of  the  committee  te  report  another  particular 
plkn.  The  resolution  of  reference  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  take  into 
consideration  s«ch  parts  of  the  President's  messsge 
as  treated  of  the  currency,  ^including  the  exche- 
cuer  plan  and  the  larifi'.**  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  course  had  the  whole  subject 
of  finance  under  its  charge;  but  the  exchequer  and 
the  tarifiT  were  expressly  referred  to  it  ^  The  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  committee  should  have  re- 
ported some  affirmative  plan.  Were  the  commit- 
tee authorized  to  report  a  bill  which  they  did  not 
approve,  in  violation  of  all  parliamentary  prece- 
dent) According  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman, 
the  committee  were  bound  to  report  in  favor  of  the 
Executive  plan. 

Mr.CUSHINQ  rose  to  explain.  He  did  not 
say  that  the  committee  were  bound  to  report  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  plan  of  the  Executive,  but  that  they 
should  have  reported  some  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  resumed,  and  was  understood 
to  insist  upon  the  interpretation  he  had  put  upon 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Co5HtNa.]  He  believed  that  the  committee 
bad  discharged  its  duty.  If  the  House  differed 
from  it,  let  the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a 
bill  in  a  modified  form.  He  (Mr.  F.)  had  been 
called  out  prematurely  in  this  debate;  and  he  de- 
sired to  state  the  fact  to  the  House.  Though  he 
liad  moved  that  the  subject  be  postponed,  and  hoped 
it  would  be,  for  the  purpose  of  examination;  yet  he 
would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  wbo 
appeared  so  desirous  of  having  the  qnestion  passed 
upon,  that,  should  the  gentleman  move  to  take  op 
the  exchequer  bill,  he  (Mr.  F.)  would  not  oppose 
the  motion.  The  House  had  been  spending  weeks 
k  debating  abstractions  and  political  questions,  in 
which  debate  the  gentleman  himself  led  off.  His 
only  desire,  in  wishing  this  report  postponed  a 
week  or  two,  was  in  order  to  give  time  for  its  ex- 
amination. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  the  result  of  the  reference 
of  the  President's  message  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  precisely  what  he  had  anti 
cipated  and  predicted.  Indeed,  when  the  motion 
was  first  nude  to  that  effect,  it  was  intimated  by 
the  friends  ef  the  measure,  (the  exchequer,)  that  to 


refer  the  message  of  the  President  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  would  be  no  more  nor 
less  than  ^'eomnuUere  agnum  lupo/*  It  was  referred 
there  simply  to  be  destroyed--not  to  get  some  other 
plan  from  that  committee,  but  to  get  their  verdict 
of  condemnation  upon  this  one  plan. 

Bat  what  had  the  conunittee  reported?  A  glance 
through  the  preamble  had  enabled  him  to  discover 
some  of  the  reasons  on  which  they  based  their 
resolution.  The  reason  was,  that  for  ten.  years 
past  the  money  power  of  the  Government  has 
been  in  ^be  bands  of  the  Federal  Executive. 
The  report  said  that  it  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Executive;  that  such  a  state  of  things  was 
dangerous;  and  that  the  Executive  ought  to  be 
stripped  of  it.  Now,  the  Executive  had  recom- 
mended a  plan,  by  which  he  would  be  stripped 
of  this  power;  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  instead  of  carrying  out  their  correct 
views,  in  which  be  (Mr.  W.)  agreed,  contented 
themselves  with  saying  that  the  plan  would  not  do. 
There,  their  wisdom  stopped.  There,  their  patriot- 
ism stopped.  They  merely  said  that  one  plan  out 
of  a  thousand  was  objectionable.  But  did  the 
committee  say  that  no  other  plan  should  be  adopted? 
That  the  plan  was  so  bad  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
repairs?  Did  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Fillmorb]  say 
that  he  could  not  report  a  creature  of  bis  own 
brain,  which  would  suit  the  wants  of  the  country? 
For  some  years  past  there  seemed  to  be  but  two 
alternatives — a  bank  of  the  United  States  and  a 
sub-ireasory.  This,  however,  was  now  contra- 
dicted by  the  exhibition  of  the  excheqoer— -a  mid- 
dle ground  between  the  other  two  measures.  The 
gentleman  said  this  would  not  do:  why,  then,  did 
be  not  give  the  House  the  model  of  a  bank,  which, 
some  sessions  ago,  was  made  to  assume  any  Pro- 
tean shape?  Could  not  the  gentleman  I'eport  that 
measure  again?  The  fair  and  only  construction  of 
his  report  was,  that  he  wished  to  have  **mU  Cmtar, 
mU  ntUItti."  Anything  but  a  bank  was  unworthy 
of  amendment  or  consideration!  Did  the  gentle- 
man weigh  his  words  when  he  said  that  the  exche- 
quer could  not  be  amended?  What  was  the  mean- 
ing of  amendment?  Was  not  every  proposition 
capable  of  amendment?  Was  it  not  a  common 
mode  of  amendment  to  move  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  a  wholly  different 
proposition?  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to  say  that 
the  plan  was  so  bad  that  it  could  not  even  be  reme- 
died- in  that  form?  Did  he  mean  to  say  that  he 
coold  not  strike  out  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  insert  one  from  the  collective  wis- 
dom of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  Why 
was  not  a  substitute  reported? 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  if  the  gentleman  desired 
him  to  answer  his  question,  he  would  say  that  a 
substitute  had  already  been  reported  by  the  friends 
of  the  Executive,  and  was  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  the  friends  of  the  President 
did  not  themselves  consider  the  plan  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  perfect,  and  reported 
amendments  to  it.  Was  he  to  understand  the  gen- 
tleman as  concurring  in  the  am^dments?  No;  ihe 
gentleman  did  not  agree  to  them.  The  gentleman 
did  not  concur  in  the  plan  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  amendments  to  that  plan  by  the 
friends  of  the  President.  Why,  then,  did  he  not 
report  a  better  substitute?  The  gentleman  had  no 
answer  to  that  question !  The  answer  was  a  con- 
cealed one. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  remarked  that  the  majority 
ef  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  twice 
reported  tbeir  plan  to  ttie  House,  but  it  was,  on 
both  occasions,  defeated  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  had  now  got  tbe  answer  he 
wanted.  He  would  go  before  the  people  upon 
it.  A  bank  of  the  United  Slates  or  nothing!  He 
was  willing  to  go  before  a  jary  of  tbe  country 
on  this  answer.  Yes;  the  gentleman  was  williogto 
let  the  President  have  the  power  of  the  purse,  un- 
less he  could  get  his  national  bank!  Tboagh 
there  were  regulations  for  the  organization  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  yet  the  gentlemkn  very 
properly  thousht  that  something  further  should  be 
done  to  limit  Executive  discretion.  When  a  plan 
for  that  purpose  was  proposed,  what  was  his  an- 
swer?   A  bank  or  nothing.    There  were  no  de- 


grees— ^no  gradations  of  policy  or  expediency. 
Jint  Canar  avi  nu/Iat,  was  the  gentleman^  maxim. 

He  (Mr.  W  )  differed  from  his  friend  [Mr. 
CusBiNo]  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  this 
report.  He  did  not  agree  with  him  in  wishing  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  He  wanted  it  before  the 
House,  to  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nap;  and  flins 
see  whether  one  party  would  say  that  it  would  take 
nothing  but  the  sub  treasury,  whilst  the  other  de- 
clared it  must  have  a  bank.  He  wished  to  see 
whether  these  two  parties  would  insist  upon  ex- 
tremes, or  no  measure.  He  was  willing  to  sus- 
tain the  previous  question,  and  as  ready  to  vote 
now  as  he  would  be  two  Wttks  hence.  When  tbe 
question  should  be  taken,  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  sustained,  tie  should  vote  with  the  minorf< 
ty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  re- 
ported an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  ma- 
jority. He  should  vote  for  the  resolntion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Atakbp 
ton;]  and  he  would  ask  tbe  Clerk  to  read  it  aloud, 
for  the  information  of  the  House. 

[Tbe  resolation  was  read  accordingly.] 

Tbe  majority  of  the  committee  undertook  to  say 
that  tbe  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  not  be  adopted.  The  minority  did  not 
choose  to  stop  here;  but  wisely  went  further.  They 
wished  the  majority  to  prescribe  rules  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive for  administering  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try. In  tbe  first  place,  they  said  some  plan  (they 
did  not  say  what)  should  be  adopted  to  strip  the 
Executive  of  his  power  over  the  purse  of  tbe  coun- 
try. In  this,  they  concurred  with  tbe  majority,  and 
with  himself,  that  the  Executive  should  be  deprived 
of  his  present  discretion.  In  the  second  place,  be 
concurred  with  the  minority,  that  the  public  offi- 
cers should  not  be  allowed  lo  use  the  money  of  the 
Gk>vernment. 

Mr.  ATHBRTON  said  the  minority  went  fur- 
ther. They  were  in  favor  of  prohibiting  all  per- 
sons whatsoever  from  using  the  public  money. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  went  the  full  length  with  the 
gentleman.  He  would  allow  none  the  privilege  of 
trading  upon  the  public  money.  In  the  third  place, 
the  minority  said  that  they  would  separate  the  Gov- 
ernment from  all  moneyed  corporations.  He  (Mr. 
W.)  would  go  that,  too.  He  went  for  the  doctrine 
in  its  full  extent.  Now,  all  three  of  these  doc- 
trines which  he  had  named  were  asserted  by  the 
plan  ef  the  friends  of  the  President.  He  should 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  ATRiuToir,]  although  he 
preferred,  instead  of  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means — which  had  already  said  it  would 
not  concur  in  any  plan  but  that* of  a  bank,  whidi 
had  been  twice  presented,  and  which  they  knew 
could  not  be  adopted — that  the  report  and  resolu- 
tion should  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  When  in  that 
committee,  there  would  be  found  a  bill  fullj  an- 
swering in  its  character  to  the  insiruciions  pro- 
posed. He  was  anxioos  to  go  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole  to  vindicate  this  measure,  to  ex- 
hibit all  its  details  line  by  line,  and  to  show  that  it 
comported  with  the  instructions  reported  from  the 
minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  wished  to  show  that  it  guarded  the  public 
fand>;  that  it  separated  the  Gbremment  from 
moneyed  corporation;;  that  it  devised  a  system  of 
law  for  the  regulation  of  oar  fioances;and  that  it  in 
all  respects  agreed  with  the  true  Democratic 
theories  of  the  piesent  day  and  of  the  past  time. 
He  woDid  show  that  the  modification  of  the  sub- 
treasury,  proposed  by  tbe  leading  periodical  of 
tbe  Democratic  party,  would  render  it  such  as  that 
it  would  agree  with  the  exchequer.  The  only 
difierence  bttcveen  them  was  this:  The  sub-treasury 
provided  two  currencies — one  for  tbe  Government, 
and  ibe  other  for  the  people;  whilst  the  exchequer 
provided  the  same  cnrrenoy  for  both.  He  begged 
that  tbe  House  might,  at  an  early  day,  go  into 
committee  on  this  measure,  and  let  a  vote*be  taken. 
He  begged  this  Congress  not  to  go  away  without 
settling  the  question.  He  warned  both  of  the  po- 
litical parties  that  it  was  not  their  policy  to  leave 
It  unsettled.  It  was  too  much  the  policy  of  the  lead- 
ers of  both  to  keep  it  open.  They  seemed  disposed 
to  go  before  the  country  with  tbe  maxim  m$ 
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Vt^mrmKlt  miJlti»— >with  extreme:  mofttores— and  ro- 
solved  Bot  10  lake  any  middle  ground.  If  they 
alKNild  eotttimie  lo  pursue  this  policy,  he  ventured 
to  predkt  that  both  would  be  defeated,  and  that 
thai  pirty  wbieh  bad  been  most  iostrnmental  in 
•keeping  this  question  open  would  suffer  most  from 
Hie  indignation  of  a  suffering  people. 

Ht.  GRANQBR  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tirglnia  who  had  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr. 
Wiftx]  remarked  that  this  qnestion  had  met  the 
fate  tie  supposed  it  would  meet,  when  the  reference 
of  it  was  made  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Bleans.  He  (Mr.  G  )  would  go  further,  and  say, 
that  it  had  met  the  fate  he  desired  that  it  should 
meat,  wh^n  he  gave  4iis  vote  for  that  reference. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  the  newspaper  scribblers 
had '  said  on  this  subject— notwithstanding  alLthe 
eflbrts  that  bad  been  made  to  manufacture  public 
opinion  here— notwithstanding  the  first  and  second 
Bxeeutlve  recommendations  of  this  plan,  he  had 
declared  elsewhere,  and  he  now  declared  here,  that 
there  never  was  a  time,  from  themoment  that  that 
plui  was  presented  to  this,  when  any  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress  was  prepared  to 
reeord  his  vote  in  its  favor.  We  now  (said  Mr.  G.) 
have  that  plan  before  us;  and  where  is  the  flutter' 
iniffl  Do  we  (said  he)  charge  it  to  those  who  have 
been  chaiged  with  delaying  the  public  business  by 
nsalesB  and  (aotioiis  deelamationsl  No.  No  sooner 
was  the  report  presented  fjrom  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  than  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Missaehnsetts,  not  having  his  cue,  thought 
that  the  intecests  of  the  Administration  required 
that  the  ehild  should  be  strangled.  He  hardly 
thought  the  interests  of  the  White  House,  when 
«n  opportunity  was  presented  for  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  vote  on  this  favorite  child  of 
the  Executive,  which  had  been  committed  to  the 
wolf— his  friend  flrom  New  York  [Mr.  Pillmobs]— 
were  I)e8t  consulted  by  strangling  it,  as  the  gentle- 
man seemed  to  wish.  No  sooner  was  the  proposi 
tion  presented,  than  the  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
aetts  (one  of  the  friends  of  the  Bxecutive)  rose  to 
nee  whether  it  coald  not  be  boiled  down  and  ftit- 
tered  away  in  the  grand  caldron  of  the  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole.  It  was  not  his  purpose  now  to 
say  anything  in  relation  to  this  plan  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Tlreastury.  It  was  eaough  for  him  now 
to  say  that  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  a  monstrous 
slioot  of  a  GK>vernment  bank  eografted  upon  the 
plan  of  the  snb-treasury.  We  have  heard  some- 
thing (said  Mr.  G  )  of  the  history  of  this  plan, 
in  the  House  and  out  of  doors.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa]  spoke  of  Ine  lamb^  hav- 
ing been  committed  to  the  wolf;  and  let  us  then  see 
{continued  Mr.  G.,)  who  hes  treated  this  pet  lamb 
most  kindly-— the  wolves  to  whom  it  had  been  com* 
mittedjor  the  nurses  whose  peculiar  charge  it  was. 
Let  us  see  who  has  given  it  the  most  nourishment, 
who  has  been  the  most  prepared  to  receive  it  into 
the  folds,  or  turn  it  out  to  the  wolves.  This  pet  IJamb 
—this  darling  of  the  Bxecutive  (who,  although 
a  year  older  than  when  they  first  saw  it,  seemed 
not  to  be  as  large  as  it  then  was,)  was  sent  to  a 
select  committee  on  the  14  ih  day  of  December: 
and  what  did  they  dol  It  was  sent  properly  to  a 
committee,  within  which  was  comprised  every 
avowed  friend  of  the  Execaiive  on  that  floor;  and 
it  was  due  to  the  Executive  and  to  them  that  such 
a  reference  should  be  made.  What  was  its  fate? 
The  honoralrfe  gentleman  from  Massachnseits— 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  every  now  and  then  read- 
ing the  House  a  lecture  on  the  delay  of  the  publie 
iMDttinesa— «ould  not  bring  forward  his  proposition 
till  the  Ist  of  February,  when  this  pet  lamb  was 

f  resented,  and  (good  hesvens)  how  little  it  looked ! 
laring  received  this  bill  in  the  committee,  and 
being  head  of  the  guard,  the  gentleman  felt  at  if  he 
could  do  with  it  as  he  pleased;  and,  after  having  it 
nine  weeks  in  his  possession,  he  brought  it  back  in 
svch-a  riiape  that  nobody  conid  have  supposed  that 
it  was  the  one  that  was  committed  to  him.  If  it 
bad  been  turned  out  in  the  east  room,  the  Presi- 
dent Idmself  would  not  have  known  it.  Its 
tail  was  put  off,  its  ears  slit,  and  every 
memher  of  the  committee  seemed  to  have  put 
his  private  mark  upon  it.  It  was  then  brought 
into  the  House,  and  they  tried  (said  Mr.  G.) 
10   paU  its  wool  over  our  eyes,     [liaufhter.]  ; 


When  this  plan  first  eame  from  the  Executive, 
there  was  a  great  anxiety  maaifested  in  the  public 
mind  in  relation  to  it;  and,  therefore,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  committee  would  have  given  it  a 
ohaaoe  of  beiag  brought  before  the  House,  and 
considered  by  it.  But  what  nexi?  Why^  the  report 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  came  in, 
sad  nothing  was  heard  of  the  plan  of  the  Bxecu- 
tive. On  the  coniraiy,  nothing  was  heard  of  but 
the  splendid  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  magnificent  report  accompanying  it.  We 
waited  (said  Mr.  G)  a  little  longer;  and  what 
nextl  The  honorable  Senator  from  New  York 
[Mr.  TiLUf  Aoan]  presented  a  plan,  which  was  ex- 
tolled to  the  skies;  while  t^t  of  the  Bxecutive,  as 
well  as  of  the  select  committee,  was  forgotten. 

He  would  add  a  single  word  in  reply  to  the  com- 
plaints that  had  been  made  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  for  not  reporting  a  bill.  What 
was  the  proposition  of  the  committee?  Why,  that 
the  members  of  that  House  should  be  called  on, 
like  men,  to  record  their  votes,  ay  or  nO,  for  the 
proposition  presented  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  recommended  to  their  favorable  considera- 
tion by  the  Executive.  Did  that  bar  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  House?  Certainly  not.  Suppose  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  reported  a  bill.  If  he  had,  he 
(Mr.  G.)  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  would  not  have  t>een  forwarded 
by  it.  It  would  have  come  in  behind  the  bill  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  bill  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  fVom  Massachusetts;  and  thus 
not  probably  be  reached  this  session. 

Mr.  G.  said  that,  if  this  plan  of  the  Executive 
was  the  Democratic  Republican  plan  for  keeping 
the  public  money  that  it  was  represented  to  be,  he 
wished  every  gentleman  there ,  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  recording  his  vote  upon  it.  He  had  voted 
against  the  sub-treasury;  and  he  wanted  now  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  recording^  his  vote  against 
this  exchequer  plan,  wbicli  he  considered  emphati- 
cally a  sub  treasury,  with  a  most  powerful  Gov- 
ernment bank  cDgraftei  upon  it.  >  He  would  net 
say  thus  much  of  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  He  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
most  harmless  machines  he  ever  saw;  though  the 
one  of  the  Executive  was  the  most  powerful,  dan- 
gerous, and  pernicious  agent  that  any  Govern, 
ment  could  be  possessed  of,  controlliog  all  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  bringing  all  its 
business  within  the  influence  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  G.,  in  conclusion,  said  he  rose  merely  to 
say  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  seen 
the  result  he  expected  when  the  reference  of  this 
subject  was  made  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  he  had  seen  the  result*  he  desired  when 
he  gave  it  his  vote.  When  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee  came  up,  he  hoped  that,  if  there 
was  any  gentleman  here  who  favored  the  plan  of 
the  Executive,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the 
the  word  "not,"  so  as  to  get  a  direct  vote  for  or 
against  it.  If  no  such  motion  sbonld  be  made,  he 
would  then  conclude  that  there  was  not  a  single 
member  present  who  was  In  favor  of  the  plan. 

Mr.  J'  R.  INGBR80LL,  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  supported  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  defended 
the  report  of  the  committee,  contending  that  they 
had  obeyed  the  order  of  the  House  in  presenting 
the  report  they  did.  Had  the  eommittee  reported 
a  biU»  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ar- 
gued that  they  should,  (he  business  of  the  House 
would  not  have  been  forwarded  by  it;  for  it 
would  have  to  take  its  place  on  the  calendar  be- 
hind the  bill  ot  the  Select  Committee,  and  he  did 
not  know  but  a  dozen  other  propositions  on  the 
the  same  subject.  He  believea  that  the  country 
wanted  action,  not  absoraiR  reports;  and  therefore 
he  thought  it  best  to  let  the  House  uke  up  and  act 
on  such  of  these  propositions  as  the  majority  pre- 
ferred. The  committee,  in  his  opinion,  took  the 
best  course  in  reporting  only  on  the  plan  commit- 
ted to  them.  The  country  had  a  right  to  have  the 
question  decided  whether  the  plan  of  the  Executive 
was  or  was  not  to  receive  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  Congress.  We  desire  (said  Mr.  I.)  to 
have  this  question  passed  upon;  and  there,  feems  to 


be  no  opposition  to  there  being  an  immediate  de- 
cision on  it,  but  from  the  friends  of  the  Executive. 
Mr.  TURNEY  said  they  met  there,  at  the  extra 
session,  when  the  Whig  party  had  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  in  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  an 
Executive  of  their  own  choosing,  and  they  com- 
menced operations  to  pass  a  system  of  measures; 
and  yet,  at  this  late  day,  it  seemed  to  be  doubtful 
who  was  to  blame  for  the  present  slate  of  things, 
and  for  substituting  the  pocket  of  the  President  for 
a  responsible  treasury,  in  which  to  deposits  and 
safely  keep  the  public  moneys !  Some  years  sgo, 
it  was  deemed  a  most  odious  proceeding,  when 
General  Jackson  removed  the  deposiies;  and  he 
was  loudly  denounced  for  it  by  the  Whig  party; 
but  now  they  had  themselves  removed  the  public 
moneys  from  the  security  of  the  independent  treas- 
ury to  the  pocket'of  the  President.  And  who  whs 
blameable  for  it?  It  was  said,  by  the  friends  of 
the  President,  that  he  was  not  chargeable  with  it, 
and  how,  then,  was  he  to  understand  ii? 

Before  the  President  approved  the  bill  repealing 
the  sub-treasury,  that  House  had  reported  a  bill  by 
one  of  its  committees,  and  was  acting  on  that  plan, 
to  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  States.    The 
President  knew  this  when  he  signed  that  bill;  and 
had  he,  or  had  he  not,  made  up  his  mind  at  that 
time?  for  he  knew  that  a  national  bank  was  intend- 
ed to  be  a  sttbstitnte  for  the  sub-treasury.  Or  did  he 
intend  that  his  own  pocket  should  be  the  depository 
for  the  public  moneys    The  President  chose  to 
spprove  the  bill  repealing  the  sub-treasury,  and 
thereby  released  the  public  money  from  the  control 
of  law,  and  placed  it  in  his  own  pockat.    He  (Mr. 
T.)  therefore  held  that  the  President  chose  his  own 
individual  pocket  in  preference  to  any  fiscality. 
And  how  stood  the  Whig  party  on  that  floor  in  re- 
lation to  that  subject?    They  voted  to  repeal  the 
sub-treasury,  and  thereby  placed  the  public  money 
in  the  pocket  of  the  President  for  safekeeping. 
And  what  propositions  had  they  now?    Why,  they 
had  the  exchequer  recommended  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  but,  it  was  said,  that  the 
proposition  would  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
House.     They  had  also  the  proposition  of  the  se- 
Icet  committee  of  the  last  session.     The  Whig 
party,  having  a  majority  in  that  House,  had  pro- 
posed a  bank  of  the  United  States  as  their  flrst 
choice.    Well,  that  could  not  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore could  not  become  law.  The  Whig  party,  then, 
would  be  forced  to  choose  between  two  proposi- 
tions; and  they  must  take  cither^ the  sub-treasury 
which  had  been  reported  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  or  allow  the  public  moneys  to 
remain  in  the  pocket  of  the  President,    fiul  what 
did  the  Whig  party  say  of  the  character  of  the 
President?    That  he  was  honest?    That  he  had 
one  drop  of  patriotic  blood  in  his  veins?    No;  not 
one.    But,  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  Whig  party 
said  that  this  evil  President  ought  not  to  be  trusted 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States.    Why,  they  de- 
nounced htm  as  a  traitor,  who  hsd  sold  himself  and 
sacrificed  bis  country  on  the  altar  of  individual 
aftgrandisement— that  he  was  as  base  as  base  could 
be.      That   was    the   character    given    of   the 
Whig    Prcfident    by  the    Whig   party    on  that 
floor.    And  yet  what   were  they  about  to  do? 
They  could  not  establish  their  favorite  system— « 
bank  of  the  United  States;  but  they  had  the  choice, 
either  to  leave  the  money  in  the  pocket  of  this  base 
individual;  or  to  take  the  sub-treasury,  odious  as  it 
might  be  to  them.    And  which  did  they  prefer? 
If  they  preferred  the  pccket  of    the    President 
of  the  Uoited  States,  they  gave  the  lie  to  all  they 
had  said  of  the  character  of  John  Tyler,  and  pro- 
nounced that  they  did  not  themselves  believe  what 
they  said.    John  Tyier  was  the  Whig  choice,  base 
man  or  no);  and  whether  he  remained  so,  he  (Mr. 
T.)  would  leave  the  country  to  judge  by  what  now 
occurred.    Did  the  Whigs  then  choose  to  keep  the 
public  money  in  the  pocket  of  John  Tyler  as  their 
second  choice?    Their  first  choice  wss  a  United 
States  bank;  and,  failing  in  that,  did  they  deem  the 
pocket  of  John  Tyler,  without  restraint  or  control  of 
law,  the  best  possible  plan?    The  Whigs  had  now 
the  opportunity  lo  speak  out,  and  say  whether  they 
would  have  the  sub-treasury,  or  the  pocket  of 
John  Tyler— believing  him  to  be,  as  t^y  assented,  a 
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base  and  corrupt  man.  It  was  evident  they  most  take 
one  or  ibe  other  bom  of  the  dilemma.  Though 
the  snb-treasnry  was  not  their  favorite  scheme,  yet 
it  was  free  from  the  danger  to  which  the  other  was 
exposed;  and  kt  them  remember  it  was  their  own 
act  which  produced  this  slate  of  things.  They  pat 
the  money  in  the  pocket  of  John  Tyler  for  disbnrse* 
ment  and  safekeeping;  and  would  they  prefer  to 
keep  it  there  whon  they  knew,  by  two  vetoes,  that 
they  could  not  have  a  United  States  bank?  They 
bad  involved  themselves  in  this  difficulty,  and  they 
were  now  compelled  to  adopt  the  sub-treasury  as  a 
means  of  keeping  the  iioblic  money — a  plan  by 
which  the  use  of  the  public  money  for  the  par- 
poses  of  corruption  was  prevented;  or  they  must 
acknowledge  to  the  American  people  that  all  they 
had  said  of  the  baseness  of  John  Tyler  was  wholly 
false.  That  was  his  (Mr.  T.'s)  view  of  the  qaes- 
Uon  as  it  was  presented  to  the  House;  and  he 
knew  not  one  member  of  the  House  who  had  not 
made  up  his  mind  upon  it,  and  upon  all  the  other 
questions  which  were  involved,  in  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  that  discussion.  John  Tyler  was  the  Whig 
Executive;  he  was  made  and  created  by  them,  for 
purposes  of  their  own;  and  he  was  better  known  to 
them  than  to  him  (Mr. Turnsv.)  John  Tyler  was 
not  his  (Mr.  T.'d)  choice,  nor  the  choice  of  those 
whom  be  represented  on  that  floor;  for  they  had  do 
great  faith  in  htm,  nor  could  they  comprehend  him. 
When  Gen.  Jackson  removed  the  deposites,  he  was 
charged  with  violatmg  the  (Tonstiiution,  and  Mr.  Ty- 
ler was  one  of  those  who  held  that  doctrine;  but  Mr. 
Tyler  now  held  that  a  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  unconstitutional.  How,  thei^,  could  General 
Jackson  be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
by  removing  the  deposites  from  an  illegal  and  un- 
constitutional xdstiiuiioni  He  (Mr.  T.)  would 
leave  this  question  for  others  to  determine.  He 
repeated,  that  Mr.  Tyter  was  no  favorite  of  his, 
nor  of  his  constituents;  but  he  was  the  favori'e  (or 
ought  to  be)  of  the  Whig  party,  for  they  placed 
him  where  he  is.  They  quarrelled,  it  was  true; 
but,  as  it  was  a  family  quarrel,  he  would  leave 
them  to  settle  it  amongst  themselves. 

But  there  was  an  attempt  to  build  up  a  third 
party;  and  under  what  namel  The  moderate  men 
of  both  parties.  There  was  such  an  attempt  made 
some  years  ago,  when  Judge  White  ran  as  of  no 
party.  Now  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  of  opinion  that  one 
or  other  of  the  existing  great  parties  of  the  country 
was  right;  and  he  could  not  comprehend  how  a 
third  division  was  to  be  made.  The  moderate 
men  of  both  parties!  Who  were  they?  There 
were  those  who  advocated  a  sub-treasury;  and 
they  were  ultra.  Therefore,  this  moderate  party 
could  not  go  with  them.  Then  there  were 
the  bank  Whigs;  and  they  were  ultra.  The 
moderate  men  could  not,  therefore,  go  with 
them;  bat  they  must  take  the  men  who  could  go 
between  the  two— a  sort  of  exchequer  concern. 
But  what  was  an  exchequer?  They  had  exchequer 
schemes  reported  to  that  House  which  were  more 
odious  to  him  than  an  old  fshhioned  bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  he  felt  grateful  that  that  ques- 
tion was  to  be  brought  forward,  for  be  wished  to 
see  the  Whigs  put  their  names  on  record  in  oppo- 
sition to  it,  as  some  guaranty  that  the  interests  of 
the  country  were  not  to  be  destroyed  by  such  in- 
stitutions. He  wished  to  see  the  Whigs  committed 
on  that  question;  for  he  had  feared  that,  feeling 
themselves  tumbling  to  pieces,  they  would  at- 
tempt, by  some  such  plan,  to  compromise  with 
Captain  Tyler.  Captain  Tyler  was  certainly  no 
Democrat,  for  he  preferred  his  pocket  to  a  sub- 
treasury,  which  was  guarded  by  legal  punishments. 
But  the  other  party  said  he  was  no  Whig,  because 
he  would  not  sanction  a  United  States  Bank.  If, 
then,  he  was  neither  Whig  nor  Democrat,  he  was 
certainly  not  **a  moderate  man  of  both  parties/' 
and  could  not,  therefore,  be  rallied  round  by  them. 
He  (Mr.  T.)  thought  it  was  exceedingly  difficult 
to  define  a  moderate  man  of  both  parties — a  man 
who  sometimes  went  with  the  Federalists,  and 
sometimes  with  the  Democrat*,  but  who,  at  all 
times,  abused  them  both. 

Thus,  then,  it  was  attempted  to  build  up  a  third 
party.  But  the  war  which  had  sprung  up  in  the 
Whig  party  did  not  at  all  affect  (he  democratic 
principle*    It^did  not  touch  the  sub-treasary.  They 


had  been  told  by  the  Whig  party  that  the  tinaes 
were  bard  and  oppressive;  and  that  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  and  high  prices,  and  public  confi- 
dence must  be  restored  by  the  repeal  of  the  sub- 
treasuty.  They  bad  repealed  it;  they  had  destroy- 
ed the  Democratic  policy:  and  bad  they  raised  the 
price  of  produce?  had  they  increased  the  reward  of 
labor?  bad  they  restored  confidence  m  the  commu- 
nity? had  they  done  anyihibg  toward  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  promises  made  in  the  late  cam- 
paign? They  had  repealed  the  sub-treasury  the 
moment  they  got  into  power,  but  their  other  prom- 
ises were  unredeemed;  and  -  hv  could  not  acquit 
Captain  Tyfer,  and  a  great  class  of  the  Whig  par- 
ty, for  repealing  that  Uw,  before  some  substitute 
was  provided  for  it.  John  Tyler  knew  that  the  re- 
peal would  throw  the  money  into  his  own  pocket, 
without  the  restraint  of  law;  and  the  Whig  partjr 
had  allowed  it  to  remain  there,  without  having 
made  any  great  attempts  to  removt  it  elsewhere, 
where  it  could  be  protected  by  law.  Now  he  wished 
the  Whigs  to  say  in  what  attitude  they  stood 
before  the  country.  Let  them  look  back  to  their 
own  speeches  at  the  time  when  Qeneral  Jackson 
removed  the  deposites,  and  then  say  how  they 
could  now  allow  the  public  money  to  remain  in 
the  pocket  of  a  man  whom  they  say  they  believe  to 
be  both  base  and  corrupt.  He  (Mr.  T)  believed 
the  Whig  party  would  say  that  John  Tyler  was  by 
far  more  base  and  more  corrupt  than  they  had  ever 
said  General  Jackson  was;  and  yet  they  permitted 
him  to  retain  the  public  money  in  his  pocket.  They 
would  not  go  for  the  exchequer;  they  would  not 
accept  the  sub-treasury,  which  they  knew  they 
could  pass,  and  thereby  guard  th^  meney  by  legal 
safeguards;  and  did  they  not,  therefore,  tfi9ikt  the 
admission  that  they  preferred  the  pocket  of  the 
base  and  corrupt  President  to  any  other  place  ex- 
cept the  bank,  which  they  knew  they  could  not  ob- 
tain? For  himf  elf,  he  should  vote  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire;  and  if 
the  House  did  not  adopt  that  proposition,  he  should 
consider  it  to  be  an  admissi3n  of  a  preference  of 
John  Tyler^s  pocket  (whence  the  money  might  be 
taken  for  corrupt  and  dangerous  purposes)  to  a 
system  restrained  and  governed  by  law. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  exchequer 
projet,  more  than  once  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  now  reported  upon  unfavorably  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  further  than  to 
say  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  by  no  means  the 
most  preposterous  proposition  that  has  been  sub« 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  American  peo- 
pie,  since  questions  connected  with  the  currency 
have  occupied  so  much  of  their  attention.  Even  if  its 
merits  could  be  demonstrated,  it  would  probably 
have  but  little  prospect  of  success  in  a  Congress,  al- 
most every  member  of  which  is  pledged,  by  bis 
previous  course,  to  some  other  proposition.  He 
had  merely  risen  with  the  intention  (without  enter- 
ing into  the  discussion  at  length)  of  ibdicating  to 
his  constituents  the  course  which  he  should  proba- 
bly hereafter  pursue  in  connexion  with  subjects  of 
this  character. 

Mr.  C,  as  his  speeches  sufficiently  testified,  had 
been  always  favorable  to  a  separation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment funds  from  the  ures  of  banks;  but,  when 
that  proposition,  so  correct  in  principle,  had  been 
connected  with  another,  requiring  the  public  dues 
to  be  collected  exclusively  in  specie,  be  had  inva- 
riably voted  against  it — believing  that  such  a  re- 
quirement was  calculated  lo  increase  the  pressure 
on  the  commerce  of  the  country,  already  almost 
too  great  to  be  borne. 

Since  that  question,  however,  was  last  agitated 
in  Congress,  a  change  has  occurred.  Bank  circui 
lation,  without  any  oppression  on  the  part  of  the 
Qovernment,  has  gone  on  gradually  decreasing, 
until,  in  many  of  the  States,  the  circulation  is  re- 
doced  below  the  specie  actually  in  their  vaults. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  C.  believed  that 
the  separation  of  the  Government  funds  from  the 
business  of  trade,  even  if  connected  with  the  re- 
quirement of  specie,  or  Government  ciedits,  ex- 
clusively, in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  would 
now  be  accomplished,  without  prodi:(cing  a  shock 
upoh  the  commerce  and  induf>try  of  the  country. 

He  had  made  these  remarks,  not  because  he  ex- 


pected, during,  the  existence  of  the  present  Con* 
gresa,  to  change  his  vete  in  relation  U>  this  subject; 
lor  having  been  elected  by  bis  coDstitueats  with  a 
koowledge  of  bis  previous  course,  he  would  aearee* 
ly  feci  himself  at  liberty  to  do  so.  But  be  wished 
to  indicate  to  them,  by  the  remarks  he  had  submit- 
ted, that  in  the  event  of  bneing  returned  to  the  next 
Congress,  he  would,  unlessHlb  change  occuned  in 
our  monetary  affairs,  probabty  act  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  on  this  subject,  as  bt  had  upon  most 
others. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and  inquired  what  wouM 
be  the  effect  of  a  motion  to  lay  the  subject  before 
the  House  upon  the  table.    •  ' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  effect  would  be, 
that  a  vote  of  two-thirds  would  be  required  to  take 
it  up.  ' 

mr.  FILLMORE  declined  to  make  any  motutt. 

Mr.  THOMAS  F.  MARSHALL  next  obtained 
the  floor,  amid  many  competitors,  and  addressed 
the  House  at  large.  He  d««ired  to  take  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  that,  in  the  action  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (of  which  committee 
he  was  a  member,)  be  entirely  and  henrtily  con- 
curred. He  would  also  remark,  that  his  concur- 
rence with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
this  Subject,  and  the  vote  he  should  give  upon  the 
exchequer — a  vote  which  he  hoped  would  be  that 
of  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  House^lid  not 
remit,  in  any  manner,  from  the  source  whence  the 
proposition  bad  emanated.  If  he  could  be  induced, 
by  any  motive,  to  look  upon  the  exchequer  with  i 
favorable  eye,  after  the  endorsement  it  had  re- 
ceived, the  open  avowal  that  it  met  with  the  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  American  Secretary  of 
State  would  have  afforded  him  that  motive  and  in- 
ducement. [Profound  attention  in  all  parts  of  the 
hall.]  There  was  no  man — ^he  made  the  propo- 
sition  broadly,  and  without  exception — in  whom, 
on  subjects  of  this  nature,  twelve  months  ago,  be 
felt  so  profound  a  confidence  as  the  American 
Secretary  of  State.  He  was  not  one  of  those^ 
and  he  wished  to  let  it  be  known,  let  censure  come 
upon  him,  as  heretofore,  from  what  quarter  it 
might— who  denounced  the  Secretary  of  Sute  be- 
cause he  chose  to  remain  .csnnected  with  the  Cab< 
inet  when  the  remaining  members  saw  fit  to  retire. 
He  refused  then  to  censure  the  Secretary  for  re* 
mainiog  at  his  post.  He  refused  now.  It  was  a 
question,  as  Mr.  Webster  remarked,  involving  his 
own  honor,  and  which,  therefore,  might  be  left  to 
bis  own  decision.  He  (Mr.  M.)  found  ^nothing  oa 
which  to  rest  a  censure.  The  American  Secretary 
said  that  be  had  been  looked  to,  on  account  of  hii 
supposed  knowledge  ^f  the  subject  of  finance  by 
the  President  elect,  as  one  who  would  be  a  fit  per- 
son to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment; and,  from  tb<^  knowledge  which  he  had 
often  displayed  in  this  Capitol  and  elsewhere  oa 
snch  subjects,  he  (Mr.  M.)  should  have  said  ibtt 
there  could  not  be  a  more  competent  judge  tbaa 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

It  had  been  thirteen  years  since  he  first  put  his 
foot  in  the  Caniiol  of  the  United  States.  It  was  ia 
February,  1830,  that  he,  for  the  first  time,  put  his 
foot  in  the  Senate  chamber,  and  when  be  entered 
the  Icbby  of  the  Senate,  the  floor  was  occupied  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  upon  a  question 
growing  ont  of  what  were  called  and  known  as 
the  Foot  resolutions^  He  thought  then,  and  now, 
that  he  had  never  seen  such  a  man  as  he  then  saw. 
He  had  jjast  come  from  the  Virginia  convention, 
wbelre  all  the  greatness  of  Virginia  was  assembled 
—where  there  were  three  generations  of  men,  oon- 
stitnting  the  choicest  spirits  of  the  Old  Dominion* 
He  heard  them  all.  Still,  the  yearning  desire 
which  he  bad  so  early  formed,  to  look  upon  what 
he  considered  a  great  man  in  all  respects,  had  not 
been  gratified.  But  when  he  entered  the  lobby  of 
the  Senate  chamber,  and  heard  the  Massachusetts 
Senator  speaking  upon  a  subject  involving  the 
true  nature  and  genius  of  our  institutions,  .and  dis- 
cussing the  question  then  before  the  Senate  with 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  sons  of  the  Sonih,  [Mr. 
Hayne,]  he  thought  that  be  bad,  for  once,  looked 
upon  a  great  man,  in  all  parts  and  in  all  respects. ' 
AAer  hearing  that  speech,  the  impression  of  which 
ceuld  never  fade  from  bis  memory,  he  get  Mr. 
Web»ter*s  books.    He  searched  for  every  tenf 
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had  ever  failen  from  him,  and  Mr.  Web- 
Biei%  works  were  his  vorfc  fliMum.  Saeb  was  his 
enUnuiastie  admiratioii  of  the  man  and  his  prodne- 
tiens,  that  for  years  he  slept  wiih  his  speeches  un- 
der his  head.  He  studied  them  over  and  oyer; 
and  if  Gtod  had  yonehsafied  to  him  any  of  thai 
facolty  by  which  one  man  eonld  understand  the 
▼lews  of  another,  he  had  it  from  him»  If  he  had 
not  mistaken  the  whole  principles  of  philosophy, 
currency,  finance,  and  the  political  organization  of 
this  Gkyemment,  as  laid  down  in  those  works — ^if 
he  bad  searched  those  works  trnly— all  which  con- 
demned those  principles  was  to  be  foand  in  the 
proposition  for  an  exchequer. 

A  Gtovemment  bank,  with  a  8taU  ti^U$  feature 
incorporated  in  it,  emanating  from  Daniel  Web- 
ster !  He  (Mr.  M.)  had  seen  and  heard  strange 
things  sinee  he  had  been  a  member  here;  but  this 
was  the  strangest  of  all  things  he  had  ever  been 
called  on  to  witness  \  If  the  great  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  appointed  Secretary  of  State  by  the 
late  President  (for  whom  all  Whigs  voted)  to  con- 
duct the  delicate  and  difficult  negotiations  apper- 
taining to  that  portion  of  the  Union  whence  he 
came,  and  whose.confidence  he  enjoyed,  chose  to 
remain  connected  with  the  Cabinet  in  order  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  assigned  to  him,  he  (Mr.  M  )  ad- 
mired the  firmness  which  induced  him  to  remain 
and  serve  his  country,  in  spite  of  the  denunciations 
hurled  against  him.  If  the  great  Senator— and 
he  preferred  to  call  him  so,  because  it  was  in  that 
character  in  which  he  first  beheld  him — chose  to  treat 
with  scorn  and  contempt  those  who,  laying  it 
down  as  the  law  that  the  Cabinet  should  be  dis- 
solved in  tofe»  hurled  themselves  against  him  for 
maintaining  hi?  post  and  discharging  his  duty,  not 
as  the  retainer  of  any  man,  but  with  a  single  eye 
to  the  obligations  due  to  his  country,  he  (Mr.  M.) 
would  be  the  last  to  denounce  him,  let  orders  to 
that  effect  come  from  what  quarter  they  might. 
He  well  knew  what  it  was  to  receive  orders,  and 
to  have  the  party  scourge  laid  upon  his  free  back. 
He  admired  the  man  who  had  the  firmness  to  re- 
sist those  orders;^but  more  of  that  hereafter. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  late  speech,  said 
(andsome  thought  sarcastically)  that  the  motives 
of  public  men  should  be  presumed  to  be  pure.  He 
(Mr.  M.)  would  be  the  last  person  ever  to  presume 
impurity  of  motive  against  the  Secretary  of  State, 
He  had  charged  no  man:  he  now  meant  to  charge 
no  man.  It  was  no  invention  or  argument  of  his 
own  that  be  brooght  before  the  House.  If  his 
principles  were  wrong,  the  Secretary  of  State  had 
taught  them  to  him.  On  him^  therefore,  let  the 
blame  rest.  If  the  ideas  he  advocated  were  <'obso- 
lete,**  the  Secretary -of  State  taught  him  what  was 
obsolete. 

By  the  exdiequer,  the  Government  was  made  to 
legislate  under  favor  of  the  Stales'  permission. 
You  are  to  pass  a  law,  which  is  to  be  a  law,  or  not, 
according  to  whether  it  shall  be  permitted  by  State 
sovereignties  1  Here  was  to  -  be  a  Government 
bank,  under  political  direction,  trading  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  and  ten  millions  besides, 
with  a  State-rights  principle  incorporated!  Such  a 
measure  as  bad  never  been  beard  of  before  1  He 
could  never  go  for  it.  Give  him  the  law  of  1789, 
under  which  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment were  now  conducted*— give  him  the  sub- 
treasury — give  him  everything  else,  piled  up  on 
£>ne  another,  rather  than  this  ezcbrqaer. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisk]  taunt- 
ed the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  because 
Ihey  did  not  report  a  substitute  for  the  exchequer. 
Why  should  they  have  done  otherwise  than  pursue 
the  course  they  tookl  Had  the  gentleman  forgo^ 
ten  what  he  (Mr.  M.)  heard  him  say  (and  the  gen- 
tleman would  pardon  him  for  declsring  that  he  al- 
ways listened  to  everything  which  fell  from  his  lips 
with  the  utmost  attention)  when  be  told  the  House 
that  the  Whig  |>arty,  which  once  had  so  much  life, 
that  he  would  as  soon  think  of  stiiking  a  woman, 
or  kicking  a  corpse,  as  of  attacking  iti  Lion-like, 
be  turned  off  from  the  insignificance  of  the  object. 

After  a  few  more  remarks  in  this  behalf, 
not  distinctly  heard,  he  proceeded  as  followsi 
•«We  have    you    hung  up— nc^emfidir  fit  eol- 

Ig^ between    heaven    aod    earth,  and    fit  for 

r,"  and  I  mftde  bold  to  ask  the  gentleman 


which  of  the  two  schemes  was 'the  scheme  of  the 
President;  when  I  was  answered  by  him  that  it 
was  that  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  if  this 
were  true — if  the  gentleman  had  authority  to  speak 
on  this  subject,  and  tell  this  Congress,  after  the  ex- 
perience he  bad  gained  of  the  strong  nature  of  this 
**fixed  fact  in  the  Constitution,"  that  this  proposi- 
tion, and  no  6tber,  would  b^aken,— why,  Mr. 
M.  would  ask,  should  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  expected  to  report  any  othei9 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken 
when  he  said  that  be  had  authority  to  speak  for 
the  Executive  on  that  floor. 

Mr.  M.  took  it  for  granted  that  the  gentleman  was 
acquainted '  with  the  designs  of  the  Executive 
on  this  subject  of  the  treasury.  He  bad  (leard 
him  say  that  he  might  be  waked  up  at  any  hour  of 
the  night,  and  he  would  tell  at  once  what  John  Ty- 
ler would  do  in  regard  to  a  bank  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  also  heard  him  say  to  the  Whig 
party  that  they  should  have  this  measure,  and  no 
other.  Surely,  the  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  his  word  was  law  lo  the  House.  He  did  not 
refer  to  bis  own  power,  when  he  ^poke  in  that  au- 
thoritative tone,  ^sowing  the  stubborn  nature  of 
the  veto — and,  by-the-by,  he  approved  of  that  pow- 
er in  the  Constitnilon--he  could,  ef  course,  only 
suppose  that  he  referred  to  the  action  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  spoke  by  authority.  But  why  should 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report  any- 
thing elsel  To  get  another  veto?  Did  the  gentle- 
man wish  to  place  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  again  in  this  predicament?  Who  did  not 
remember  the  charges  madei  against  the  Whig 
party  at  the  last  session — and  for  which  he  had  no 
doubt  they  were  condemned  by  the  people— of  le- 
gislating for  the  purpose  of  catching  vetoes?  Why, 
then,  (said  Mr.  M.)  should  we  report  another  plan, 
or  amend  this?  The  Secretary  of  State  had  said, 
**DonH  change  this  thing."  He  knew  his  skill,  and 
the  tools  he  had  used,  and  that  it  would  work  well. 
"Don't,  therefore,  (said  he,)  alter  it  in  the  least;  but 
give  us  the  thing  we  have  sent  you, and  I  pledge" — 
Ob!  what  a  pledge — **I  pledge  my  reputation  that 
it  will  work  well."  Yfhy,  then,  (said  Mr.  M.) 
should  we  report  another  biH,  and  get  anether  veto? 
for  another  veto  isinevitable  if  we  do  it. 

He  had  been  charged  in  that  House  and  oot  of 
the  House  with  being  inclined  to  surrender  to  Mr. 
Tyler  the  independence  of  Congress  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  clause  in  relation  to  the  public  lands 
that  was  stricken  oot  of  the  tariff  bill  (as  he  said) 
upon  his  motion,  (though  there  seemed  to  be  some 
obscurity  upon  that  question.)  When  that  qaes- 
tion  came  up,  as  his  own  honor  was  involved,  be  \ 
would  have  that  question  explained.  When  that 
subject  came  up,  it  would  be  found  whether  be 
was  inclined  to  surrender,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, the  independence  of  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  Government  to  the  Executive  power. 

On  that  question  he  differed  honestly  with  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his  party;  but 
here  emphatically  was  a  question  of  a  surrender 
of  the  privileges  of  the- House  of  Representatives. 
We  have  (said  Mr.  M.)  sent)>lan  after  plan  to  the 
Executive,  and  they  have  been  vetoed;  we  have 
been  told  that  any  law  on  this  subject,  according 
with  our  principles,  will  be  vetoed;  we  have  been 
told  that,  the  legislative  will  on  this  subject  must 
submit,  and  that  we  must  take  the  law,  and  every 
letter  of  it,  from  the  Executive.  This  was  not  a 
question  of  the  veto  power.  Not  stall.  It  waf  not 
here  the  question,  whether,  because  the  Executive 
vetoes  a  law,  the  Constitution  6hail  be  changed. 
Not  at  all.  The  question  was,  whether  the  Legis- 
lature should  take  the  law  draughted  by  the  Execu- 
tive, with  ^vtty  %  dotted  and  every  I  crossed,  or  get 
no  law  at  all. 

Must  they  take  the  law  as  it  came  from  him, 
and  have  no  po^r  to  amend  it?  That  was  the 
question;  and  let  it  be  expressly  understood,  that 
if  the  exchequer  bill  were  passed  by  this  Congress,  it 
would  be  passed  contrary  to  the  principles  of  both 
parties.  Dared  he  to  vote  upon  a  principle  like 
this?  Dared  he  to  legislate  under  the  dictation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States?  That  Capitol 
might  crumble  to  ruin  over  his  head — the  com- 
merce of  the  country  mig)>t  suffer  ten  thousand 
fold  more  ihau  it  was  now  suffering,  ere  he  would 


lend  himself  to  any  such  proceeding.  It  was  a 
question  of  liberty  itself;  and  yet  gedtlemen  were 
exceedingly  anxious  that  the  measure  should'  pass. 
He  (Mr.  Marshill)  would  probably  have  an- 
other opportunity,  before  the  4th  of  March  next,  to 
continue  his  speech.  He  desired  this  to  be  under- 
stood as  merely  the  exordium  of  the  speech  whicj^ 
he  intended  to  make.  [A  laugh.]  He  had  a 
great  variety  of  matters  to  discourse  upon,  a  great 
many  things  to  say  in  relation  to  his  coorse  in  Con- 
gress, and  in  relation  to  his  very  peculiar  position^ 
which  he  intended  to  define  exactly.  [A  laogh  { 
The  gentlemen  connected  wiih  the  Administration 
on  that  floor  were  extremely  anxious  that  this 
measure  shooid  pass.  They  had  had  a  tolerably 
district  annunciation  upon  this  subject,  the  other 
day,  from  the  gentleman  from  Massadiusetts. 

He  (Mr.  M.)  had  suffered  so  much  from  mis- 
representation himself,  that  be  would  not  willingly 
misrepresent  any  human  being.  He  ha^  not  read 
the  gentleman^  reported  speech;  but  herhad  heard 
at  least  three-fourths  of  it.  He  considered  it  as 
being  a  sort  of  half- jest,  half-earnest  affair — one 
that  might  be  taken  either  way.  He  did  not  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  as  announcint  upon  that 
floor,  by  authority  of  the  President,  that  any  one 
who  expected  to  get  ofiice  under  John  Tyler  must- 
vote  for  this  bill.  But  he  certainly  did  understand 
the  gentleman  to  say  that  the  Whig  psrty  were  as 
dead  as  a  stone;  that  they  had  butted  their 
brains  out  against  the  constitutional  question; 
and  that  the  Administration  had  thrown  them  off. 
He  understood  it  to  be,  on  the  part  of  the  President 
and  his  administration,  a  distinct  and  final  repudi- 
ation of  the  Whig  party.  The  gentleman  had 
announced  one  fact-^wbich  would,  he  feared,  be 
found  to  be  a  fact,  and  a  melancholy  one-— that 
there  was  now  in  the  United  Stales  no  man  of  suf- 
ficiently commanding  character  and  patriotism^-no 
man  who,  by  bis  name  and  weight  of  character 
alone,  could  rally  around  him,  as  around  a  coi^- 
mon  centre,  any  party  in  this  country.  The  gen- 
tleman had  also  declared  that  the  proceedings  of 
that  body  were  but  a  continual  struggle  between  a 
number  of  gentlemen  in  that  House,  whose  name 
was  Legion,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  that,  among  this  numerous  host,  there  was  not 
a  single  individual  of  such  standing  and  stability 
as  to  draw  with  bim  the  support  of  a  party.  That 
the  Democrats,  divided  as  they  now  were,  were  in 
very  great  danger,  by  means  of  the  'institutional 
fact,*'  (against  which  the  Whigs  had  butted  their 
blitios  out,)  to  be  placed  in  precisely  the  same  fix. 
For  there  stood  the  same  ''constitutional  fact," 
a£d  there  stood  the  great  party  who  had  been  sig- 
nally discomfited,  and  there  was  another  great  par- 
ty soon  to  be  put  hon  du  cmh9i»  The  ring  was  to 
be  cleared.  [A  laugh.]  He  did  not  know  who 
those  gentlemen  were,  whose  name  was  Legion;  he 
had  no  doubt  they  could  easily  be  distinguished  by 
the  gentleman.  Though  they  were  marked  as  dit- 
tittctly  as  the  little  sheep  so  pathetically  described 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York — though  reject- 
ed and  driven  from  the  fold— no  one  could  bhime 
them  for  casting  a  few  wistful  glances  towards 
those  they  had  left;  and  he  bad  a  sort  of  hope  that, 
amid  the  divisions  on  the  other  side,  and  in  the  ex* 
ultation  which  an  overwhelming  majority  was  so 
apt  to  inspire — believing,  as  they  did,  that  the 
Whigs  were  dead— stone-dead — some  of  these  days 
they  might  Again  look  ap,  and  recover  their  former 
standing.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ap- 
parently desired  to  settle  this  great  question  for 
Congress,  leaving  them  no  ground  to  stand  upon. 

It  would,  however,'all  thought,  be  a  queer  state  of 
things  to  see  a  union  between  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr. 
Webster,  and  the  Postmaster  General.  He  spoke 
not  now  of  the  other  members  of  the  Cabinet,  for 
he  did  not  know  them  so  well;  he  wonld  not  name 
the  gentleman  from  Maine.  But  to  unite  either  the 
Northern  or  Southern  interest  with  John  Tyler — 
my  conscience,  what  a  coalition  it  would  be!  If 
this  should  <  take  place,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  should  be  found  amongst  them,  would  he 
ever  say  anything  more  on  that  floor  about  coali- 
tion? 

A  strange  sight  to  see  Mr.  Van  Buren  associated 
with  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Webster!  [A  laugh.f 
But  enough  of  this;  let  the  Democracy  atick  t« 
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their  priociples,  and  leave  the  Whig  part j  to  take 
care  of  thtmselves.  The  principles  they  once  held 
were  right:  Jet  tbem  stick  to  their  principles,  and 
let  the  others  stick  to  theirs;  let  the  Administration 
go  4>n  as  it  chose,  it  wonld  be  over  in  a  little  time; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  when  it  was  over,  and  the  his- 
tory of  this  country  came  to  be  written,  this  Ad- 
ministration^for  some  of  the  members  of  which 
he  felt  the  highest  respect — would  be  a  sort  of 
parenthesis,  [a  Ungh,]  which,  on  looking  into  the 
grammar  books,  would  be  found  to  be  a  passage 
which  might  be  left  out  wiihont  injury  to  the  sense. 
[Prolonged  laughter.] 

He  (Mr.  M.X  had  held  on  to  the  Administration 
at  long  as  he  possibly  could,  as  a  Whig  Adminis- 
tration; and  he  was  one  who  believed  that  Mr. 
Tyler,  althoogh  he  had  been  called  a  traitor,  and 
denounced  for  having  deserted  his  party,  honestly 
and  sincerely  disagreed  in  judgment,  and  enter- 
ti^aed  opposite  sentiments  from  those  of  a  majority 
of  the  •whig  party.  He  believed  Mr.  Tyler  to  be 
a  lower  Virginian  of  the  later  platonic  school.  [A 
langh.]  He  had  never  entertained  the  idea  of  Mr. 
Tyler  being  an  out-and-out  Whig,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  Qen.  Harrison's  death.  Mr.  Tyler,  if  he 
knew  anything  of  bis  history,  was  once  a  Jackson- 
man,  and  quitted  the  Administration  party  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulties  which  grew  oat  of  thd 
questions  of  State  rights  and  of  Nullification. 
Mr.  ^ler  was  a  Jacksonman  when  be  (Mr.  M.) 
wat  in  opposition  to  Qen.  Jackson's  policy,  and  he 
was  against  Gen.  Jackson  when  he  (Mr.  M.)  was 
on  his  side. 

He  was  not  at  the  Harrisburg  conyention,  but 
he  had  swallowed  the  ticket  agreed  upon  by  the 
Whig  ptrty;  he  had  taken  it  all  down,  but  of 
Congress,  he  always  did  whatever  the  Whigs  told 
him.  [A  laugh.]  And  he  would  do  so  in  Con- 
gress, if  there  was  not  a  higher  obligation  resting 
upon  him.  With  a  certain  class  of  politicians^ 
politicians  of  the  strict  constructionist  school — 
a  passage  from  an  old  letter  of  Mr.  JeiTerson,  of 
but  three  lines  separated  from  the  context,  was  of 
higher  obligation  than  the  Constitution  itself.  He 
never  supposed  that  Mr.  Tyler  wonld  give  his  as* 
sent  to  any  bank  system,  until  he  saw  the  mes- 
sage which  recommended  this  exchequer  plan. 
Never*  until  then,  had  he  any  hope  that  the  Presi- 
dent wonld  sign  any  bank  bill.  Whenever  he  heard 
Virginia  politicians  ulklng  about  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  about  the  opinions  of  the  fathers  of  that  school 
of  politics*  he  confessed  that  he  always  got  scared. 
Bat  the  new  doctrine  went  still  farther.  The  older 
politicians,  if  he  uoder^tood  them,  never  held  such 
doctrine.  They  were  strict  constructionists,  to  be 
sure;  but  they  never  held  that  the  power  to  incor- 
porate a  bank  was  unconstitutional  because  no 
such  power  was  delegated  by  the  Constitution. 
What  was  the  doctrine  they  now  heard?  That  the 
powers  of  this  Government  were  supreme,  abso- 
lute, and  irresistible  within  the  ten  miles  square; 
and  that  a  law  passed  by  Congress  might  be  ex- 
tended to  the  States,  by  the  assent  of  the  State 
Legislatures;  or,  in  other  words,  a  law  might  be 
passed  by  compact  between  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  State  Legislatures;  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  had  endorsed  that  doctrine. 
He  had  not  been  aware  of  the  existence,  of  this  doc- 
trine until  within  a  few  months;  and  yet,  it  appear- 
ed, it  was  one  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  this  Ad- 
ministration. 

He  had  never  heard  the  Democratic  party  take 
this  ground,  and  on  this  point  he  and  the  Demo- 
cratic parly  agreed.  Some  of  the  Democratic 
party,  indeed,  held  that  the  incorporation  of  a  na- 
tional bank  was  improper,  as  it  gave  an  undue 
preference  to  individuals;  that  it  made  undue  dis- 
crimination, giving  to  the  stockholders  the  use  of 
the  public  moneys,  and  placing  tbem  in  a  better 
condition  than  all  other  people.  In  this  particular 
he  and  they  differed;  but  wonld  they,  holding  such 
doctrine,  come  forward  now  and  give  their  sop- 
port  to  a  government  bank  of  this  description? 
He  thought  they  would  not. 

Whether  the  Whig  party  wonld  ever  come  into 
power  again,  or  not,  was  only  for  Him  who  held  the 
issues  of  life  and  death  to  determine;  he  thought  it 
exceedingly  probable  that,  whether  they  did  or  not, 
lie  would  not  be  peimitted  any  longer  to  remain  in 


their  tanks;  he  would  not  be  permitted  lo  bear 
arms,  and  to  do  battle  in  their  f  auks;  but  whether 
they  rose  or  fell,  it  was  in  their  power  at  least  te 
fall  with  dignity. 

The  Democratic  party,  he  believed,  felt  them- 
selves strong  enough  to  succeed  in  their  own  meas- 
ures without  assistance.  They  had  seen  these 
gentlemen,  whose  name  was  Legion,  dash  their 
brains  out  against  this  fixed  constitutional  fact— out 
of  revenge,  probably,  for  having  elected  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  who  was  of  a  different 
creed  in  politics.  .  Csemr  had  fallen  in  the  capitol, 
and  fallen .  at  the  very  base  of  Pompey*s  statue. 
There  they  lie  disabled,  and  now  they  want  De- 
mocracy to  take  them  by  the  hand  and  raise  them 
up.  But  Democracy  says  no!  we  will  not  help  you, 
for  we  do  not  like  you.  We  are  not  responsible  for 
your  disasters. 

Had  it  come  to  this?  Had  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  authority  to  make  such  a  proposi- 
tion—to announce  that  Mr.Webster  offers  his  name 
and  his  vast  influence  in  favor  of  a  Democratic 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  whether  he  comes 
from  the  North  or  from  the  South,  and  to  establish 
a  Government  bank,  based  on  the  public  revenue, 
to  be  conducted  by  commissioners,  bound  by  no 
responsibility  save  to  the  throne,  and  with  the  doc- 
trine of  State  rights  etuck  in  the  middle  of  the  sys- 
tem? 

Here  Mr.  M.  was  interrupted — bi^  hour  hav- 
ing expired;  but,  before  resuming  his  seat,  he  gave 
notice  that  he  wonld,  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
resume  and  continue  his  speech.  No  matter  what 
the  subject  of  debate  might  be,  he  intended  lo  go 
right  through  with  what  be  had  to  say.  If  gentle- 
men chose  (o  be  boisterous,  he  would  imitate  their 
example;  and  he  believed  he  could  use  the  lash  as 
severely  as  they  could. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  then  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  to 

Mr.  WM.  W.  IRWIN,  who  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment; but  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for,  and 
ordered, 

Mr.  IRWIN,  after  two  or  three  names  had  been 
called,  by  general  con^nt  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Filmorb*s 
motion  to  print  the  two  reports^and  carried;  leav- 
ing the  motion  to  print  the  extra  number  of  copies 
open. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WM.  W.  IRWIN, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
ToESDAT,  January  10, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  irrp  tern  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmitting^  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  13th  December,  further  informa- 
tion as  to  the  operations  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also.  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  transmitting,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
5ih  instant,  a  report  made  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  the  district  attorney  of  the  e abtern  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the  cloth  cases, 
in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  defraud  the 
revenue. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  the  report  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed.  He  would  jast  say, 
that  if,  after  the  report  was  printed,  and  examined 
by  him,  it  should  turn  out  to  be  the  document  asked 
for,  he  would  move  for  the  printing  of  an  addition- 
al number  of  copies;  for  those  frauds  on  the  rev- 
enue should  be  spread  befere  the  country,  exposed, 
and  put  a  ttop  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  inquired  whether  the  com- 
munication there  made  was  not  in  relation  to  one 
of  those  cases  now  in  litigation,  and  pending  Sefore 
one  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  possible  that 
some  one  of  the  many  cases  mi^ht  now  be  pending 
before  the  courts,  though  he  did  not  know  that 
there  was.  It  was  bis  belief  that  there  had  been 
about  forty  trials  of  those  cases  before  the  courts 
and  jury  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  They  were 
all  decided  in  favor  of  the  United  States;  and  all  re- 
lated to  a  subject  which  it  was  not  his  wish  to  dis- 


cuss until  he  saw  this  report.  But  wbea  itwas 
presented,  it  would  be  found  that  the  time  bad  ar- 
rived when  it  was  necessary  to  take  aome  decisife 
action  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  had  no  objection  to  tbe 
mode  of  action  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanit 
proposed  for  himself;  but  a  communicatioB  wn 
made  to  bim  that  some  of  those  cases  were  now  d^  • 
pending  before  the  courts. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked,  that  if  any  of 
thoee  cases  were  depending  before  the  courts,  they 
had  been  can  led  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  on  a 
writ  of  error;  though  he  did  not  know  that  suoh 
was  the  case. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  if  the  easea  reported 
to  the  Senate  were  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
it  was  not  proper  to  publish  the  report  until  those 
cases  were  decided  finally.  When  eases  were  aa* 
dergoing  trial  in  the  court  which  was  sitting  under 
their  clmmber,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  make  a 
publication  which  might  have  effect  on  their  de- 
cision. He  understood,  funharmore^that  the  par- 
ties believed  that  it  was  intended  to  prejudice  theie 
CBs^ea  now  pending,  by  getting  up  a  debate  in  the 
Senate  on  them.  He  did  not  wish  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  to  understand  that  be  wonld, 
for  a  moment,  entertain  an  idea  that  he  would  be 
capable  of  such  an  act.  He  did  not  believe  that  he 
was  capable  of  doing  anything  of  the  kind;  for  he 
knew  that  if  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  be- 
lieved that  zny  of  these  cases  were  depending  be* 
fore  the  court  below,  it  would  be  far  from  his 
purpose  to  say  or  do  anything  that  might  prejudice  ' 
them.  It  was  the  impression  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, that  there  was  some  person  of  less  oonae- 
quence  moving  in  an  underhuid  manner  to  preja- 
dice  the  trials,  by  bringing  about  a  debate  in  the 
Senate  while  the  cases  were  pending. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Senator  did  him  no 
more  than  justice,  when  he  asserted  that  he  wonld 
be  incapable  of  doing  anything  which  would  pre* 
jodice  a  case  which  might  be  under  jadieial  in- 
vestigation before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates;  but  even  if  any  of  these  cases  were  there,  (a 
fact  of  which  he  was  not  aware,)  how,  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  he  would  ask,  could  the  printing  of 
this  report  prejudice  those  case&?  The  report,  as 
he  understood,  disclosed  the  means  by  which  for- 
eign importers  committed  frauds  upon  the  revenue 
of  this  country.  It  was  a  question  ef  law  merely. 
It  would  be  for  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  de- 
cide, under  all  the  circumstances,  whether  the  re- 
port should  be  printed.  He  knew  nothing  of  its 
conteotp,  except  what  had  been  stated  to  him  by 
others;  he  only  knew  that  it  emanated  from  a  most 
respectable  source.  It  bad  *been  suggested  to 
him  that  some  legislation  might  be  necessary  lo 
counteract  those  frauds  which  he  had  referred  to; 
and  he  had  merely  asked  for  the  printing  of  the 
report,  that  it  might  be  examined  by  the  Senate. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  lent,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  irom  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  statements  from  th«  incorporated 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  showing  the 
state  of  their  afifain  at  the  close  of  the  year  1849; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia* 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commnnicatioa 
from  the  Navy  Department,  transmitting,  in  con- 
formity with  the  SOih  settion  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  36th  Aogost,  1843,  a  statement  showing 
the  expenditures  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  that 
department  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  September, 
1843;  which  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  oommunicatico 
from  the  Navy  Department,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  33d  ultimo,  giving 
iiif  ormation  of  the  number  of  pensions  f  jr  disa- 
bility which  have  been  paid  to  seamen,  or  privates 
of  the  marine  corps,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
Auausl,  1841,  Ac;  which, on  motion  of  Mr.  BAY- 
ARD, was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  transmitting,  in  compliaoee  with  a  raola- 
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of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  aiUmo,  a  statement 
showing  at  what  offices  public  sales  of  lands  have 
been  held  since  the  4ih  of  September,  1841,  (being 
the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  distxibation  act,) 
and  the  total  amount  of  money  received  at  such 
sales,  and  what  amount  was  paid  over  the  mini- 
mam  price  of  |l  25  per  acie,  ftc;  which  was,  on 
'  motion  of  Mr.  McROBERTS,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  four  memarials 
from  mo6t  respectable  farmers  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
taeky,  praying  for  the  appointment  of  an  agency 
for  the  purchase  of  hemp*,  and  urging  the  propriety 
of  having  it  manufactured  there  for  the  use  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  memorial  from  mer- 
chants and  others  of  the  city  of  Boston,  praying 
indemnity 'for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French 
prior  to  1800:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  with  the 
bill  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Dnpnyster  and  Henry  M.  Crnger;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend thatime  of  payment  of  the  judgments  against 
the  Planters^  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  tbe  Agri- 
cultural Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  fox  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  BARROW,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  au- 
thorizing an  examination  and  survey  of  the  harbor 
of  Meinphls,  Tennessee;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Commit  ire  on  Military  Af' 
fairs. 

Mr.  MIIXER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  the  memorial  of  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  town  of  Alexandria  on 
the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Alexandria;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  M.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Murray,  the  surviving  paw- 
ner of  Murray  &  Spencer;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  If.  also,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  for  repa- 
ving  and  repairing  Pennsylvania  avenue,  in  Wash- 
ington city;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  pf  Columbia. 

Mr.  KERR,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  Patent  office  to  9th  street;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr»  BERRIEN,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further 
eon.<ideraiion  of  a  memorial  from  tbe  city  of  New 
York,  asking  Congress  to  adopt  the  plan  for  a 
board  of  exchequer;  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  tbe  petition  of  Rich- 
ard H.  Wilde,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  the 
copyright  law  may  be  extended  to  a  work  which  he 
is  aboat  to  publish  in  Europe  first,  reported  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  firom  the  Committee  on  the  Jn 

diciary,  to  whom  was  referred — 

"A  BILL  to  iodemnlfT  Major  GMeral  Andrew  J^kson  for  dam« 
"  a^e  auaUUDed  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouee  qf  Representatives 
of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreaa  aaetmbUd, 
Thai  the  proper  accotiDiing  officers  of  tbe  Treasary  Depart- 
meat  iM,  aod  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  accertaio  the  amount 
of  ibm  penally  or  damages  awarded  by  the  district  judge  of  the 
CToited  States  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  year  eighteen  nundred 
and  fifteen,  against  Blajor  General  Andrew  Jackson,  then  com- 
mander-in-cMef  of  that  district,  for  official  acts  in  that  capacity, 
and  paid  by  him  at  that  time;  and  that  the  sum  so  paid,  with 
mierest  at  six  percent,  per  annum,  be  paid  to  Major  General 
Andrew  Jaclreon,  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasui^  not  other* 
wise  appropriated." 

made  the  following  report: 

'  The  Committee  on  ihe  Judiciary,  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  bill  to  indemnify  Major  Ckneral  An- 
dfew  Jackson  for  damage  sustained  in  the  dis- 
ehaige  of  his  official  duty,  beg  leave  to  subnut  the 
following  report: 

^Tbis  bill  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
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on  tbe  Judiciary,  after  having  been  made  a  special 
order  in  the  Sienate,  ^nd  after  having  undergone 
discussion  there.  It  has  been  so  referred  generally, 
and  without  specifying  the  particular  points  of  in- 
quiry, which  were  contemplated  by  the  Sena^Jn 
ordering  the  reference.  The  whole  subject  having 
been  thus  referred  to  their  examination,  with  all 
the  interesting  questions  which  it  includes,  perhaps 
it  may  be  considered  to  be  the  duty  of  the  commit- 
tee, as  the  organ  of  the  Senate  in  the  preparatory 
examination  of  legal  subjects,  to  examine  and  re- 
port on  those  connected  with  the  object  of  this  ref- 
erence. 

'^Yet,  In  the  absence  of  any  specific  instructions 
from  the  Senate,  and  looking  to  the  discussions  which 
have  led  to  the  refei«nce  of  the  bill,  the  committee 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  will  best 
fulfil  their  duty  to  the  Senate  by  reporting  it  with 
an  amendment,  placing  the  restoration  of  the  fine 
imposed  on  General  Jackson,  by  Judge  Hall,  on 
grounds  which  do  not  involve  any  censure  of 
either  of  the  parties  in  this  by-gone  transaction, 
nor  in  any  degree  arraign  the  conduct  of  the  patriot- 
ic citisens  of  New  Orleans;  but  simply  protect 
the  Senate  flrom  the  possible  iuference  that,  in 
passing  this  bill,  it  has  acknowledged  the  legal 
authority  of  a  military  officer  to  establish  martial 
law  within  the  limits  of  this  free  republic.  They 
accordiogly  report  the  bill  with  an  amendment. 

''Strike  out  all  after  the  enactiog  clause,  and 
insert— 

''That,  in  consideration  of  the  distinguished  milita* 
ry  services  of  Major  General  Andrew  Jacksoo,  in 
the  defence  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the 
desire  expressed  by  sundry  citizens  and  ]>gisla- 
tures  of  this  Union,  in  divers  petitions  and  legisla- 
tive resolutions  submitted  to  tbe  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  tbe  fine  of  #1,000  imposed  upon 
Major  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson  by  the  Hon. 
Dominick  A.  Hall,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
stored; and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  pay  to  Major  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson 
the  said  sum  of  |1,000,  with  interest  at  six  per 
cent,  thereon,  from  the  day  of  its  payment  by  him, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  i^ot  otherwise 
appropriated. 

"Also,  strike  out  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  insert 
*A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Major  Qenenl  Andre# 
Jackson.*  *' 

Mr.  W  ALKBR,  from  tbe  same  committee,  read 
the  folio wiog;  which  he  submitted  to  the  Senate  as 
a  minority  report,  viz: 

''The  undersigned,  one  of  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  of  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
General -Andrew  Jackscn  for  damages  sustained  in 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duty,  dissents  from  the 
views  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  this  case. 
The  bill  referred  to  the  committee  contains  no  cen- 
sure of  the  conduct  or  motives  of  Judge  Hall,  nor 
does  it  express  any  opinioa  as  to  ihe  acts  of  the 
citiiens  of  New  Orleans.  It  leaves  ail  those  sub- 
jects untouched,  to  depend  upon  the  judgment  of 
the  present  age  and  of  posterity.  The  bill, 
should  it  become  a  law,  will  be  only  an  expression 
of  the  legislative  will,  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  ihe  money  paid  by  Gen.  Jack- 
son in  discharge  of  his  fine,  and  now  retained  in 
Ihe  treasury  of  tbe  United  States,  should  be  refund- 
ed. Such  a  bill  an  aigns  and  cent ures  no  one.  But 
the  report  of  tbe  committee,  by  the  clearest  impli- 
cation, in  the  opinion  of  the  uudersigned,  does  ar- 
raign (hecoi^dct  of  General  Jackson  in  this  case 
as  subversive  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  ease  does  not  necessarily  involve  tbe 
power  of  a  military  commander  to  ''establish  mar- 
tial law  within  the  limits  of  this  free  republic  " 
This  question,  however,  having  been  introduced  by 
the  committee,  tbe  undersigned  submits  that,  in 
time  of  war,  and  of  imminent  publicdanger,  it  may 
be  the  duty  of  the  commander  lo  arrest  those  re- 
garded as  traitors,  spies,  or  mutineers,  within  the 
limits  of  his  camp;  especially  in  cases  where  it  was 
obvious  to  him  that  his  refusal  to  exercise  such 
power  would  involve  the  disbanding  of  his  forces, 
the  defeat  of  his  army,  and  the  surrender  of  that 
army  and  of  the  country  which  he  was  bound  tode- 
fend.  The  alternative,  as  heTuily  believed,  was  to 
make  tbe  arrest,  or  the  abandonmeht  of  bis  coun* 


try*s  standard,  and  tbe  surrender  of  one  of  her 
greatest  cities,  to  a  powerful  enemy,  whose  motto 
of  victory  involved  inditicrimlnate  plunder  and  li- 
centious outrage.  Under  such  circumstances, 
should  he  make  the  arrest  and  save  the  country? 
To  this  question  there  will  be  but  one  response 
from  the  heart  of  every  true  American  patriot* 
That  General  Jackson,  and  those  united  with  him 
in  the  defence  of  New  Orieans,  fully  believed  this 
emergency  to  exist,  is  beyond  all  doubt  or  contro- 
versy. If,  then,*thi3  was  the  state  of  the  ease,  it 
was  tbe  duty  of  General  Jackson  to  have  made  the 
arrest;  and  the  act  was  not  merely  excusable,  bat 
justifiable.  It  wcs  demanded  by  a  great  and  over- 
ruling necessity;  and  had  he  failed  to  assume  this 
responsibility,  and  tbe  consequences  which  he  an- 
ticipated had  occurred,  he  would  have  merited  and 
received  universal  execration.  Such  being  the 
facts,  was  General  Jackson  bound  to  liberate  the 
prisoner,  immediately  upon  tbe  mandate  of  tbe  Fed- 
eral judge  of  that  district?  If,  as  Gkn.  Jackson  be- 
lieveid,  the  danger  was  still  imminent — that  the  lib- 
eraiion  tU  that  time  of  the  prisoner  would  overthrow 
his  power,  and  bring  his  authority  as  commander 
into  contempt — that  it  would  surely  produce  a  repe«^ 
tition  of  similar  acts  of  mutiny  and  treason,  and 
demonstrate  bis  inability  to  restrain,  much  less  to 
punish  them — that  it  would  lead  to  the  depopulation 
'  or  defeat  of  his  army,  and  the  surrender  of  the  city 
he  was  bound  to  defend;  the  same  overivling  ne- 
cessity which  justified  the  arrest,  would  require  the 
detention  of  the  prisoner  until  the  emergency  had 
passed,  and  he  could  be  surrendered  with  safety 
into  the  hands  6{  the  civil  authority.  The  law 
which  justified  the  act,  was  tbe  great  law  of  ne* 
oessiiy;  it  was  the  law  of  self-defence.  This  great 
law  of  necessity — of  defence  of  self,  of  home,  and 
of  country — never  was  designed  to  be  abrogated  by 
any  statute,  or  by  any  constitution.  This  was  the 
law  which  justified  the  arrest  and  detention  of  tl^ 
prisoner;  and,  however  the  act  may  iiow  be  as- ' 
sailed,  it  has  long  since  received  the  cordial  ap» 

Jrobation  of  the  American  people.  That  GknemI 
ackson  never  desired  to  elevate  the  military  above 
the  civil  authority,  is  proved  by  his  conduct  during 
the  trial,  and  after  the  imposition  of  this  fine* 
When  the  magistrate  ascended  to  tbe  bencb— 
acting  for  no  contempt  in  tbe  presence  of  the 
court— acting  in  his  own  case  as  prosecutor^ 
witness,  accuser,  and  judge;  whfen  the  Generals 
answer  was  refused  to  be  heard,  and  he  was  denied 
a  trial  by  jury;  when  a  victorious  army, 
and  a  rescued  and  grateful  people,  thronged  tbe 
court,  the  terrified  Judge  was  about  to  adjourn 
tbe  court  without  inflicting  tbe  sentence,— General 
Jackson  rose;  he  quieted  the  threatened  tumult;  re- 
quested the  Judge  to  proceed;  tbe  sentence  waa  im- 
posed; he  bowed,  in  a  calm  and  dignified  submis- 
sion to  the  mandate  of  the  law,  and  paid,  at  once, 
the  penalty  inflicted  for  saving  the  country.  And 
when,  upon  retiring  from  Ihe  court,  be  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  grateful  and  indignant  people,  his . 
brief,  but  glorious  address  was  an  appeal  lo  all 
who  heard  him  to  respect  the  civil  tribunals,  and 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  law.  And  now  the 
question  is,  shall  this  penalty,  thus  incurred  in  dia- 
charge  of  a  solemn  duty,  and  thus  paid,  be  paid^ 
or  refunded?  The  title  is,  "A  bill  to  indemnify 
Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  for  damages  sus- 
tained in  the  discharge  of  bis  official  doty.**  The 
title  is  in  strict  conformity  with  tbe  facts  of  the 
case,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  undersigned,  should 
be  retained.  The  committee,,  however,  propose  to 
reject  it,  and  lo  substitute,  as  a  title,  *'A  bill  for 
(be  relief  of  General  Andrew  Jackson.**  Gfeneral 
Jackson  has  never  solicited,  nor  will  he  ever  re* 
ceive,  such  relief.  He  is  no  mendicant;  he  asks 
no  alms,  or  pension,  or  bounty,  from  hts  country: 
but  that  country  itself  demands  that  this  money 
shall  be  refunded  as  an  act  of  justice.  It  was  a 
penalty  incurred  for  saving  the  country,  and  the 
country  requires  that  it  shall  be  restored.  Nor  is 
tbe  undersigned  prepared  to  give  the  reasons  as- 
signed in  tbe  bill  for  refunding  this  money.  The 
bill  places  the  restoratien  of  the  penalty  mainly 
upon  the  "consideration  of  the  distinguished  mili- 
tary services  of  General  Jackson.'*  This  bill  is 
not  a  payment  for  services,  however  great  or  mer- 
itorions.    These  services  are  beitig  paid  in  th^ 
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approbation  of  bis  cooecieDcs  and  of  his  conniry, 
in  the  glorious  resalt  of  his  immortal  rictories  on 
a  fcoDiier  saved  from  savage  fary  and  from  indis* 
criminate  massacre,  in  the  rescae  of  New  Orleans 
and  the  reconqaest  ot  Louisiana  and  of  its  noble 
river;  paid  in  closing  oar  late  eventful  struggle 
with  glory  and  renown;  paid  in  the  highest  honors 
and  offices  whidi  a  grateful  people  could  bestow; 
and»  through  ages  to  come,  posterity  will  continue 
the  payment  in  gratitude  and  praise,  re-echoed  by 
countless  millions  throughout  this  great  republic, 
and  in  every  country  and  in  every  land  where  oar 
principles  ^all  go  on,  conquering  and  to  conquer, 
striking  down  the  thrones  of  despots,  and  erecting 
upon  their  ruins  the  glorious  fabric  of  the  people's 
will.  .  And  are  thesa  the  services  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  compensate  by  the  payment  of  this 
paltiy  sum,  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
Andrew  Jackson?  It  is  not  a  bill  for  relief,  but 
for  indemnity;  not  a  payment  for  services,  but  a 
restoration  of  money  unjustly  withheld;  and  ia  no 
other  view  can  it  receive  »*-  ^'»p?poftof 

'^IC  J.  WALKER." 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  be  printed; 
which  motion  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, and  appended  to  the  report  of  the  majority. 

Mi.  linn  moved  that  20,000  copies  extra  be 
printed  of  both  reports. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked,  that  that  motion  would 
lie  over,  under  the  rule,  for  the  present. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  was  understood  to  say 
that  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  motion  was  not  then 
in  order,  as  the  question  of  printing  the  report  was 
disposed  of.  They  had  that  moment  ordered  the 
reports  to  be  printed;  consequently,  this  was  a  new 
and  independent  motion,  which  would  have  to  go 
to  the  Gk>mmi(tee  on  Priming. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  the  motion  would  have  to 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
views  of  the  minority  were  not,  strictly  speaking^ 
a  report-,  and  not  being  such,  the  motion  to  print 
should  properly  have  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Priming;  but  there  being  no  objection  at 
the  time,  the  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to 
print,  and  decided  in  the  sflrmative  without  di«- 
sent;  which  was  tantamount  to  a  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  LINN  rgp&arked,  that  the  question  was  now 
on  ordering  an  additional  quantity  to  be  printed. 
The  motion  to  print  the  usual  quantity,  as  a  report, 
was  already  decided;  and  the  question  could  not 
be  revived,  without  it  was  strictly  a  report,  in  the 
sense  of  the  rule.  The  Senate  having  decided  ty 
that  vote  that  it  was  a  report,  the  question  to  priot 
an  additional  quamity  was  exempted  fer  the  opera- 
tion of  the  rule  which  required  the  motion  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that,  as  a 
report,  it  was  not  necessary  to  refer  the  motion  to 
print  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  there  was  no  objection  to 
printing  the  usual  quantity  of  a  report;  but,  the 
motion  to  print  an  additional  quantity  being  an 
independent  rekolntion,  must  lie  over  one  day, 
under  the  rule. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  to  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  to  let  the  motion  lie 
over  till  to-morrow,  and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  print;  for  it  was  evident  that  no 
bill  would  pass  this  se8^ion  to  indemnify  General 
Jackson. 

Mr.  LINN  modified  his  motion  to  10,000  copies, 
instead  of  20,000. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  .supposed  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  could  get  over  all  the  difficulty  by  letting 
it  lie  over  till  to-morrow  morning,  when  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  ask  for  the  unanimous  consent 
to  pass  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  LINN  yielded  to  the  suggestion;  and  the 
motion  was  laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  then  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Biaaow,  was  taken  up  and  adopted,  viz: 

'*Re$ol9ed,  That  the  Becieury  of  War  be  directed  to  inform 
the  Bwaie  why  the  appropriation  made  by  Coogren,  at  the 


last  aeflBinn,  for  Fort  Livioeaion,  in  ttie  State  of  Louiaiaoa,  has 
iMen  withheld  from  the  officer  soperinteDdiDg  the  coDstruction 
of  that  work;  and,  alao,  by  yirtuei>f  what  law,  or  by  wboae  au- 
thority, said  appropriation  waa  withheld;  and  whether  the  ap- 


propriaiioD  haa  been  expended  on  any  oi  the  military  defences 
of  the  country;  and,  also,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  whether  the 
completion  of  Fort  Livinnton  ianot  indiapensably  necessary  to 
di»miiitary  defence  ofNsw  Orleans." 

The  following  resolution,   snl^mitted   by   Mr. 

CoNaiD  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  adopted, 

▼iz: 

JUsolvedj  That  the  Committee  ou  Hilitary  Aflain  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  resi>ecting  the  organization  of  the 
army,  and  for  other  purposes,"  pa««d  August  23, 1842,  as  pro* 
Tides  that  thesecona  regiment  of  dragoons  shall,  from  and  after 
the  4th  day  of  Biaich  next,  be  converted  into  a  regiment  of  ri- 
flemen. 

OREGON  BILL. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday — the  bill  authorizing  the  occupa- 
tion and  settlement  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  The 
peifding  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 

were  ordered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  if  there  was  not  a 
proposition  pending  at  the  adjournment  yesterday? 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that  he  had  had  some 

idea  yesterday  of  presenling  an  amendment  which 
would  obviate  the  difficulty  now  likely  to  impede 
the  passage  of  the  bill;  but  at  that  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings it  could  be  adopted  only  by  unanimous 
consent.  Since  then,  he  had  thought  morejibout  the 
matter,  and  should  now  decline  moving  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  one  of  the  most  delicate  and  difficult " 
questions  to  touch  upon.  There  was  no  doubt  as 
to  the  propriety  of  encouraging  our  citizens  to  set- 
tle in  that  country,  nor  as  to  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing fortifications;  but  as  to  making  appropria- 
tions  of  portions  of  the  territory,  wlutt  had  been 
said  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  yesterday,  bad  placed 
the  subject  in  a  very  strong  light.  A-o,  under  ex- 
isting arrangements,  the  territory  was  to  be  used  in 
common  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  the  question 
which  now  arose  was,  whether  they  could,  with 
any  propriety,  under  the  existing  relation^  between 
this  Government  and  Great  Britain,  adopt  such  a 
bill  as  this,  unless  the  provision  regarding  the 
grants  of  land  to  settlers  be  stricken  out.  If  that 
portion  of  the  bill  were  stricken  out,  he  (Mr.  B) 
would,  with  great  cheerfulness,  vote  for  the  estab- 
iifthment  of  fortifications.  He  would  not,  however, 
at  present,  offer  any  amendment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  the  Senate,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  waa  exceedingly  thin — too 
much  so,  he  thought,  to  permit  the  question  to  be 
taken  at  present.  He  had  waited  in  expectation 
that  other  views  than  hia  would  be  stated;  but  it 
appeared  that  no  one  at  present  was  inclined  to 
continue  the  debate.  His  wish  was  to  reply  to 
any  objections  which  might  be  offered  in  relation 
to  what  he  had  said  on  the  subject  yesterday;  being 
entitled,  as  he  thought,  to  close  the  debate.  He 
was  anxious,  too,  that  the  few  remarks  which  he 
intended  to  make  in  conclusion  should  be  heard 
by  the  whole  Senate;  he  would  move,  therefore, 
(and  be  hoped  the  motion  would  meet  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate,)  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

It  was  accordingly  postponed. 

Senate  bill  No.  34,  providing  for  ascertaining 
and  disposing  of  the  lead-mineral  lands  in  the 
Stales  of  Illinois  and  Arkansas,  and  Territories  of 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  lAnds,  observed  that  he  would 
offer  two  sets  of  amendments;  one  set  proposed  by 
himself,  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  and  the  other 
suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  but  with  regard 
to  which  he  would  merely  state  his  opinion,  leav- 
ing the  Senate  to  act  upon  them.  Mr.  S.  then  ex- 
plained the  amendments  he  recommended,  many 
of  which  were  merely  verbal  alterations.  One  was 
to  extend  the  time  for  entry  at  the  minimum  price, 
after  the  lots  were  offered  for  public  sale,  from  two 
to  three  years.  Another  was  to  substitute  the 
words  **mineral  lands**  for  *'lead  mines." 

All  the  amendments  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee were  adopted. 


Mr.  8.  then  submitted  the  amendments  suggested 
by  the  Secretary  of  War.    * 

One  was,  to  inclade  with  lead  minerals,  **or  ores 
of  copper  and  zinc.**  Another,  to  increase  the 
minimum  price  at  which  the  lands  were  to  be  of- 
fered at  public  sale,  from  |5  to  |10. 

Mr.  SMITH  staled  that  he  did  not  approve  of 
these  amendments,  but  would  leave  the   matter  , 
with  the  Senators  from  Illinois  and  the  Senate.  . 

Mr.  YOUNG  stated  that  there  were  strong  ob- 
jections to  both.  As  to  copper  and  zinc,  he  knew 
of  no  mines  of  that  nature  in  Illinois.  He  believ- 
ed, some  years  ago,  a  copper  mine  was  opened 
within  the  border  of  Wisconsin,  which  at  first,  it 
was  supposed,  would  realize  considerable  profit; 
and  he  understood  good  prices  were  obtained  for 
the  land  in  consequence  of  it.  But  the  speculation 
was  subsequently  found  unprofitable,  and  it  came 
to  nothing.  As  to  the  increase  of  price,  it  would 
be  most  injurious.  He  would  rather  see  the  price 
reduced  from  f5. 

Mr.  SMITH  concurred  with  the  Senator  fron 
Illinois,  that  the  amendments  ought  not  to  be  adopt- 
ed. He  thought  the  price  of  the  lands  for  public 
sale  sufficiently  high,  under  all  the  circumstances. 
There  might  be  instances  in  which  flOO,  or  |50 
an  acre,  would  not  be  too  much;  but,  in  the  great 
mass  of  cases,  #5  would  be  found  a  suffidenily 
high  average.  The  House  of  Representatives  had, 
indeed,  set  it  down  much  lower — at  |3  50 ;  which 
was  doubled  by  the   Senate. 

Mr.  YOUNG  explained,  thas  in  nine  eases  oat 
of  ten,  the  lots  bought  on  speculation  as  mineral 
lands  were  finally  turned  into  mere  farming  Iirfs, 
and  the  pursuit  of  minerals  was  given  up  as  too 
unprofitable.  It  was  not  more  than  one  in  tea  of 
thoffe  speculations  that  made  money. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  concurred  with  his  colleague, 
and  objected  to  those  amendinentf* 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  should  not,  of  conrae, 
press  the  amendments,  as  they  were  not  approved 
of  by  the  Senators  from  Illinois,  who  underatood 
the  subject  so  well. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  a  suggestion,  that  per- 
haps it  would  be  proper  to  fix  the  minimum  price 
for  public  sale  much  higher  than  at  present;  and 
then  to  make  a  rapid  reduction  for  private  entry. 
It  was  understood  that,  for  some  mineral  lots,  flOO 
an  acre  would  not  be  too  much.  An  opportunity 
might  be  given  to  obtain,  by  competition,  at  pub- 
lic sale,  as  high  a  price  as  poMible;  and,  if  the  lots 
were  not  disposed  of  at  public  salSt  they  could  be 
passed  rapidly  into  private  hands,  at  the  mininuuB 
price  fixed  by  the  bill.  He  merely  made  the  sug- 
gestion. 

Mr.  YOUNG  asked  the  Senators  from  Misaoni 
what  price  the  mineral  lands  of  that  State  were 
sold  foil 

He  was  answered  that  they  were  sold  for  the 
ordinary  price  of  |1  35  per  acre. 

After  a  few  more  observations  from  Messrs. 
YOUNG,  SMITH,  WOODBURY,  and  LINN, 
the  two  amendments  were  negatived. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  a  few  amendments; 
some  of  which  were  adopted,  and  some  negatived. 

The  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  were  concurred  in.  It  was  then 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  special  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  ht'ped  the  Senate 
would  indulge  bim  by  allowing  the  Senate  bill  No. 
41  to  be  taken  up.  It  was  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  a 
widow,  who  had,  by  mistake,  made  a  wrong  entry 
of  an  80-acre  lot  in  Missouri. 

The  Senate  assenting,  the  bill  was  taken  up, 
entitled  '*  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Blizabeth  Monroe;'' 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

As  the  first  of  the  special  orders,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  WiOiam  De  Buys,  postmaster  at  New 
Orleans,  was  taken  up,  and  considered  as  in  com- 
mittee of  |the  ^bole;  but  no  amendment  being  of- 
fered, it  was  reported  back;  and  on  the  question  of 
ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading- 
Mr.  BLING  asked  for  some  explanation  as  to 
its  being  in  conformity  with  the  purpose  and  o^ 
jects  of  the  law  of  1840,  regnlatiag^the  salaries  aad 
emoluments  of  postmastera. 
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Mr.  CONRAD  said  be  wonld  read  part  of  the 
act  of  1840,.  which  did;  and  ibea.he  explained  that 
the  postmaster  of  New  Oi leans  was  entitled  to  the 
maximam  salary  allowed  by  the  act — 15,000— on 
the  ground  that  the  commissien  on  the  receipts 
of  the  office  would  amount  to  more,  if  that  was 
not  the  limited  sum*  In  1841,  in  consequence  of 
U^  removal  of  the  office  to  a  more  convenient  lo* 
cation  for  the  public,  and  other  expenses,  the 
postmaster  was  out  of  pocket  |650;  that  is,  he  did 
not  receive  the  full  salary,  which  was  deficient 
that  sum.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  allow  him 
to  repay  himself  out  of  the  box  rent9. 

The  bill,  without  farther  opposition,  was  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  other  special  orders  of  the  day  were  post- 
poned; and  the  following  Senate  and  House  bills 
were  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Senate  bill  53,  for  the  relief  of  Wareham  Kings- 
ley. 

House  bill  567,  for  the  relief  of  Snow  Y.  Sears. 

House  bill  511,  for  the  relief  Joshua  Drew. 

Seaateibill  60,  to  re-enact  and  continue  in  opera- 
tion the  several  acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of 
insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  was  taken 
up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  this  was  an  ex- 
tension of  the  act  already  in  existence,  for  three 
years  longer.  It  had  been  reported  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Treasury  DepaV- 
ment. 

Mr.  BSNTON  adverted  to  the  anomaly  present- 
ed by  this  bill.  It  came  from  the  same  committee 
which  had  reported  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law 
which  was  to  annul  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  States 
of  this  Union.  The  insolvent  laws  of  the  Stales 
were  set  at  naught,  and  attempted  to  be  quashed 
by  a  bankrupt  law,  which  itself  was  nothing  but  a 
great  insolvent  law  for  the  abolition  of  debts. 
This  bill,  too,  is  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. 
Mr.  B.  showed  how  bankruptcy  and  insolvency 
were  identified  boih  by  the  committee  and  the  judi- 
ciary. He  referred  to  Judge  Story's  opinions,  and 
showed  how  inconsistent  they  were  with  the  defini- 
tion of  bankruptcy  as  laid  down  by  English  jurists, 
particularly  Judge  Blackstone. 

After  an  extensive  review  of  the  whole  subject 
of  bankruptcy  and  insolvency,  Mr.  B.  concla- 
ded  by  saying  he  had  not  risen  to  oppose  the 
present  bill,  (for  he  did  not  know  anything 
about  it  till  it  came  up,)  but  to  point  out 
the  anomaly  of  the  same  committee  that  recom- 
mended a  bankrupt  law  to  expunge  the  insol- 
vent laws  of  the  States,  now  bringing  forward  a 
law  for  the  relief  of  the  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  this  was  a  bill 
to  enable  the  Treasury  Drpartment  to  permit  debt- 
ors to  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,  to  take 
the  benefit  of  an  insolvent  law. 

Mr.  CHO4TB  eulogized  and  defended  the  char- 
acter of  Judge  Story,  and  explained  what  he  eon- 
ceired  that  judge^s  expressions  amounted  to,  as  to 
cases  of  insolvency  being  admissible  in  a  con&titu- 
tional  bankrupt  law  adapted  to  this  coontry. 

The  subject  was  further  discilkssed  by  Messrs. 
BENTON  and  BERRIEN;  and,  at  Mr.  WOOD- 
RUBY'S  request,  the  communication  from  the 
Treasury  Depaitment  requiring  a  re-enactment 
of  the  law  was  read. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  conceived  that  the  bankrupt 
law,  if  continued*  would  reach  to  all  the  cases 
necessary;  if  it  was  repealed,  the  re-enactment  of 
Ibis  law  would  be  proper.  As  long  aji  the  bank- 
rapt  law  was  in  existence,  this  renewal  of  the  insol- 
vent law  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  was  of  the  same  opinion. 
Debtors  to  the  United  States  could  be  discharged 
ander  the  bankrupt  law,  which  makes  provision 
for  such  cases. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed  that  there  were  many 
eases  which  could  not  be  disposed  of,  unless  this 
bill  was  passed}  for  instance,  oases  of  custom- 
house k>ond8- 

Mr.  WOODBURY  assured  the  Senator  that, 
since  the  passage  o|  the  bankrupt  law,  debtors  to 
the  United  Sutes  had  resorted  to  it  in  preference 
to  the  insolvent  law,  because  it  was  cheaper.    He 


suggested  that  this  bill  might  be  laid  over  till  the 
end  of.  the  session.  It  would  by  that  ti^ie  be 
known  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  wonld  have  no  objection  to  the 
postponement,  were  it  not  that  it  was  considered 
necessary  the  bill  should  be  passed,  to  meet  cases 
which  otherwise  could  not  be  disposed  of.  It  was 
a  beneficent  law,  and  could  do  no  harm. 

Th?  bill  was  then  reported  b^ek  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tdbsdat,  January  10, 1842. 

Mr.  BARTON  presented  the  following  peti- 
tions: 

One  of  several  hundred  citizens  of  Jefferson  and 
Berkeley  couaties,  Va ,  remonstrating  against  mili- 
tary rule  over  the  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

Of  E.  A.  Hibbard,  of  Winchester,  Ya,  agent 
for  the  Baltimore  Clipper  and  Sun,  asking  leave  to 
convey  newspapers  on  railroads  without  hindrance 
from  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Of  the  heirs  of  James  Greer,  praying  for  com- 
pensation for  inventing  a  highly  useful  mode  of 
boring  gun  barrels. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  the  petition  of  Jane 
Hanson,  of  IUinoi^  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pen- 
sion: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  of  Missouri  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  George  Wallis,  praying  compensation  for 
cattle  killed  by  the  Sac,  Fox,  and  lewa  Indians. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Onslow  Stearns  and  347  others,  citizens  of  Hills- 
borough county.  New  Hampshire,  principally  of 
the  towns  of  Nashua  and  Nashville,  praying  for 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  under  the  rule,  presented 
the  petition  of  Elisha  Morrill,  attoiaey  of  John 
Peters  and  Sarah  Farnum,  for  title  to  land. 

Mr.  CROSS  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  asking  an  appro- 
priation for  the  completion  of  a  road  partially  con- 
structed by  the  United  Statea,  from  Red  river  to  the 
southern  boundary  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  C.  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  act  to  autborize 
the  Governor  of  Arkansas  to  select  six  sections  of 
land  for  the  use  of  salines,  under  the  sixth  proposi- 
tion of  the  act  for  the  admission  of  said  State  into 
the  Union. 

Mr.  STOKBLY  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
L.  Righter,  Jonathan  T.  Updegraff,  and  82  men*, 
and  of  Jane  Robinson  and  Elizabeth  Heaton,  aad 
97  women  of  Mount  Pleasant,  in  Ohio,  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  admission  of  any 
new  slave  State,  and  of  any  abridgment  of  the 
right  of  petition:  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Wm.  Robinson,  Isaac  Wa- 
terman, and  73  o.her  men;  and  of  Julia  Ann  Job, 
Rebecca  T.  Updegraff,  and  83  other  women;  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
domestic  slave  trade:  rejected  under  the  91tt  rule. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  same  persons  against  any 
more  of  the  public  revenue  paid  by  the  free  Stales 
being  expended  in  carrying  on  the  war  in  Florida, 
or  in  the  settlement  of  Florida:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  of  Missouri  gave  notice  that 
he  would  introduce  a  bill  allowing  a  reasonal)te 
time  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  in 
the  Platte  land  district,,  in  Missoari,  to  adjust  the 
pre-emption  claims  in  said  district,  before  the  lands 
were  offered  at  public  sale. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  presented  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
praying  the  remission  of  a  fine  of  f  1,000,  which 
was  unjustly  imposed  on  General  Jackson  in  1815, 
at  New  Orleans.  Said  resolution  requests  the  dele- 
gstion  in  Congress  from  Illinois  to  use  their  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  effect  the 
above  object. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  leave  to  report  sundry 
bills  from  the  Committee  ef  Ways  apd  Means. 
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Mr.  EVERETT  objected;  but,  after  some  con- 
versation ,  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  half  calendar  year  ending  on  the 
30th  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30th,  1844:  read  twice,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
(together  with  the  accompanying  papers)  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  tribes 
of  Indians,  and  for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  Department  for  the  half  calen- 
dar year  ending  June  30th,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30th,  1844:  read  twice, .referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.       , 

Also  reported,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill 
making  appropriations  for  pensions  for  the  half 
calendar  year  ending  June  30th,  1843,  and  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30th,  1844:  read  twice,  re* 
ferred  Co  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RECIPROCITY  TREATIES. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said  that  at  the  last  ses- 
sion a  joint  resolution  (No.  13)  reported  by  him- 
self was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the^  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  As  this  resolution  rela- 
ted to  certain  treaty  stipulations,  which  were  about 
to  expire  by  limitation,  and  as  it  was  important 
that  it  should  be  decided  this  session,  he  moved 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  and,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  take  aciion  upon  it,  he  also 
moved  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  this  day 
week. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  Inquired  if  the  motion  was 
in  orderl 

The  SPEAKER  said.  No. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  hoped  that  the  regular  or- 
der of  business  would  be  observed. 

Mr.  EVERETT  inquired  what  was  the  regular 
order  of  business? 

The  SPEAKER  said,  after  the  cemmittees  were 
called  on- for  reports,  the  business  of  the  morning 
hour  (General  Jackson's  fine)  would  come  up. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  should  object  to  every 
species  of  business  whatever,  until  the  question  of 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  should  have  been 
decided. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  still  insisting  on  his  motion, 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  withdrew  his  objection; 
which  was  renewed  by  Mr.  EVERETT. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  resolution;  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bUdy  Thai  the  PresidoRt  ofihe  United  BUies  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, requested,  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  compatible  with  the 
public  interest,  to  make  known  to  the  Governments  of  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  the  Hanseatic  Republics,  Pruoia,  Austria,  and 
Russia,  in  coDformity  with  the  stipulatkons  of  the  ezistinx 
commercial  treaties  between  said  Governments  and  the  United 
States,  the  desire  aAd  intention  of  this  Governroeat-  to  ter- 
minate such  commercial  treaties  now  in  force  between  said 
Governments  and  the  United  States  as  have  contracted  to 
alluw  the  parties  thereto  to  import  on  equal  terms,\as  regards 
duties  on  merchandise  and  tonnage,  each  into  the  ports  of  ^e 
otber,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  other  than  those  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  nation  In  whose  ves- 
sels the  same  are  borne.  .      „  , 

"SBC  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved^  That,  m  all  future  ne- 
gotiations which  may  be  opened  wlih  the  aforesaid  Govern- 
ments, or  with  any  other,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
confine  the  privilege  of  reciprocal  importation  on  equal  terms 
f  as  to  goods  and  shipping,  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  the 
product  of  tjie  countries  from  whence  and  in  whose  ships  they 
arc  imported,  or  the  product  of  such  contiguous  countries 
thereto  as  usually  carry  on  their  foreign  commerce  through  the 
porta  of  thiB  same." 

Mr.  CUSHINO  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  J.  P.  Kennbdt]  proposed  lo  leave  an- 
other resolution  repotted  at  the  same  session,  in 
relation  to  onr  trade  with  Great  Britain,  tfnd  still 
hefore  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  unacted  on* 

Mr.  KENNEDY  said  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetls 
[Mr.  Gushing]  was  hefore  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  He  supposed  the  gentleman  referred  to 
his  report  on  colonial  trade.  He  (Mr.  K.)  was 
williag  to  have  (he  committee  discharged  from  the 
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coDsideiation  ol  that  rtsolution  also;  and  modified 
bis  motion  accordingly.    . 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  roles,  in  order  to  admit  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Kknmxdt.  ,  The  House  refused  to  suspend— 
ayes  70,  noes  53 — not  t^o-thirds. 
MiPBACHMENT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  and  inquired  of  the  Chair 
whether  the  proposition  which  he  had  given  notice 
of  his  intention  to  submit  on  yesterday,  could  be 
now  received  and  entertained  as  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BOTTS  then  said  that  he  came  prepared  to 
acquit  himself  of  the  pledge  which  he  was  under, 
to  prefer  charges  agamst  the  acting  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Here  Mr.  EVERETT  arose  and  inquired  if  he 
was  to  Quderstand  the  Chair  as  deciding  that  the 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia  was  in  order  at  that  time. 

The  SPEABlER  replied  that  he  had  so  decided. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  BottsJ  in 
bringing  forward  articles  of  impeachment,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  a  high  constitutional  question, 
and  one  which  was  privileged. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  as  he  desired  to  tske  the 
sense  of  the  House  upon  this  point,  he  would 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CUSHING  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  WISE.  State  the  ques'ion  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  BOTTS  inquired  whether  he  was  to  under- 
stand the  gentlemen  [Messrs.  Wisi  and  Cdshiiio] 
as  objecting  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  he 
had  made? 

Several  voices:  "No." 

The  bustle  prevailing  throughout  the  hall  about 
this  time  having  subsided, 

Mr.  BOTTS  resumed  the  remarks  he  had  begun. 
He  said  that  he  proposed  to  introduce  charges  of 
corruption,  of  mal-conduct  in  office,  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,  committed  by  the  acting  Presi- 
dent of  th6  United  States — charges  which  he  stood 
prepared  to  prove,  by  testimony  the  most  conclu- 
sive. He  asked  that  the  House  might  appoint  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  charges,  and  to  report 
what  course  it  was  proper  to  pursue.  .  He  was 
himself  prepared  to  prove  every  charge  which  he 
should  bring  against  the  President.  He  not  only 
oiked,  but  he  dbmahdbb  an  opportunity  of  making 
these  charges  good.  Were  he  to  come  here  as  the 
humblest  citizen  of  the  Republic,  and  declare  his 
readiness  to  prove  them,  he  would  claim  the  priv- 
ilege of  doing  BO  as  such;  much  more  so,  then,  did 
he  claim,  and  insist  upon  it,  as  the  Representative 
of  fifty  thousand  people.  It  was  his  highest  con- 
-stitutional  privilege.  One  hundred  members  of  this 
House  had  declared,  and  placed  it  on  record,  that 
John  Tyler  had  committed  impeachable  ofiTenoes. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  had  so  declared;  and  he  considered  it 
due  to  his  own  personal  honor  and  reputation  that 
he  should  be  permitted  to  prove  the  truth  of  what 
he  asserted.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  dealt  in 
vague  and  general  charges,  but  would  not  come  up 
and  put  their  assertions  in  a  tangible  form.  He  made 
no  charges  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  sustain 
with  the  most  conclusive  proof.  Since  his  first 
agitation  of  this  subject  at  the  last  sepsion*  he  had 
been  deeply  reflecting  and  deliberating  upon  ii;  and 
the  more  he  reflected,  the  more  imperative  appear- 
ed his  duty  to  make  these  charges.  In  doing  so, 
be  must  declare  that,  so  far  from  being  actuated  by 
a  desire  to  render  himself  conspicuous  before  the 
country,  and  place  himself  ahead  of  those  on  ibat 
floor  whose  lead  he  generally  followed,  and  whom 
he  would  be  proud  to  follow  on  this  as  on  other 
subjecis,  he  must  be  permitted  to  declare  that  this 
was  the  most  painful  duty*  he  had  ever  undertaken 
to  perform,  tie  declared  that  he  was  actuated 
alone  by  the  obligations  which  rested  upon  him. 
He  knew  not  how  long  he  should  be  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  If  the  ability  of 
the  Legislature  of  his  State  was  equal  to  their  good' 
wiU  towards  him,  he  should  not  sit  here  long; 
[taughter;]  but  he  could  not  retire  to  private  life, 
unless  he  had  first  discharged  this  sacred  duty. 


Should  he  live  to  see  the  overgrown  power  of  the 
Executive  hereafter  trampling  under  foot  ail  opposi- 
tion— the  independence  of  the  Legislature  sacri- 
ficed— ^the  energies  of  the  people  relaxed  into  list- 
lessness  at  Executive  encroachment  and  obedience 
to  his  will;—- should  he  witness  such  a  state  of 
things  in  this  country,  he  would  have  the  satisfac- 
tion, with  a  proud  heart  and  erect  bearing,  that  he, 
for  one,  at  least,  had  endeavored  to  arrest  it. 

Here  Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. He  said  he  had  taken  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  by  which  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  BoTTs]  was  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BOITS  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  not  too 
late  with  his  objection? 

The  SPEAKER  said  no.  The  gentleman  had 
a  right  to  insist  on  his  appeal. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  was  recognised  by  the 
Chair,  and  inquired  whether  his  resolution  could 
not  be  entertained  as  a  privileged  question. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BOTTS  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks 
before  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Evkrktt]  made  his 
objection,  and  he  submitted  whether  the  gentle- 
man was  not  too  late  in  taking  an  appeal. 

Mr.  EVERETT  insisted  upon  his  position.  He 
was  anxious  to  have  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bank- 
rupt law  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  if  the  gentleman  appre- 
hended that  his  resolution  would  consume  too 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  he  was  prepared  to 
submit  it  in  such  a  form  as  would  render  it  not 
liable  to  the  least  objection.  The  whole  subject 
might  then  be  disposed  of  in  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  EVERETT  observed  that  he  did  not,  at  first, 
know  the  object  the  gentleman  had  in  view;  and, 
therefore,  listened  awhile  to  his  remarks,  till  he 
learned  what  it  was.  He  then  immediately  rose, 
and  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  It 
was  with  great  reluctance  that  he  interrupted  the 
gentleman,  but  he  felt  desirous  that  the  business  of 
the  House  should  not  be  delayed  by  any  collateral 
matter.  Thtte  were  two  subjects  now  before  the 
House,  on  which  debate  was  going  on;  and  he  was 
for  bringing  both  those  subjects  lo  a  dose  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  Speaker  had  decided  that  this 
was  a  privileged  question,  and  from  that  deeision 
he  appealed.  If  the  House  decided  against  the 
appeal,  then  the.  gentleman  from  Virginia  eould 
go  on  with  his  remarks. 

The  SPEAKER  had  no  doubt  that,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  insisted  on  his  point  of 
order  and  the  appeal,  he  must  put  the  question 
on  it. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  the  question;  and, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  GILMER,  repeated  his  deci- 
sion, and  the  point  of  order  and  appeal  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  any  motion  was  made  in 
writing.  If  so,  he  should  like  to  have  it  read,  in 
order  that  he  might  judge  for  himself  when  he  came 
to  vote. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  he  would  read  it  himself. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  the  Clerk  to  read  it 

Mr.  BOTTS  replied  that  he  would  rather  read  it 
himself,  as  he  understood  his  own  writing  better 
than  anybody  else  did. 

Mr.  B.  then  began  reading,  and  had  read  but  a 
few  passages,  when 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  gentleman  would  read  fram  the  Clerk's  table. 
We  can't  (said  he)  hear  a  word  in  this  part  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS.  I  will  take  a  position  where  the 
gentleman  can  here  me,  [going  to  a  seat  further 
back  in  the  circle.]  Mr.  B.  then  read  the  follow- 
ing charge: 

*4  do  impeach  John  Tyler,  Vice  President,  adiog 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  following 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors: 

**1. 1  charge  him  with  gross  usurpation  of  power 
and  violation  of  law,  in  attempting  to  exercise 
a  controlling  influence  over  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  by  ordering  the  pay- 
ment of  amounts  of  long  standing,  that  had  been 
by  them  rejected  for  want  of  -legal  authority  to 
pay,  and  threatening  them  with  expulsion  from 
office  unless  his  orders  were  obeyed;  by  virtue  of 


which  threat,  thousands  were  drawn  from  the  pub- 
lic treasury  without  the  authoii^  of  law. 

*'3.  I  charge  him  with  a  wicked  and  corrupt 
abuse  of  the  power  of  appointment  to,  and  removal 
from,  office;  first,  in  displacing  those  who  were 
competent  and  faithful  in  the  diadiarge  of  their 
public  duties,  only  because  they  were  supposed  to 
entertain  a  political  preference  for  nnocben  and, 
secondly,  in  bestowing  them  on  creatures  of  his 
own  will,  alike  regardless  of  the  public  welfare  and 
bis  duty  to  the  country. 

"3.  I  charge  him  with  the  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor of  aiding  to  excite  a  disorganizing  and 
revolutionary  spirit  in  the  country,  by  placing  on 
the  records  of  the  State  Department  his  objections 
to  a  law,  as  carrying  no  constitutional  oUigaiion 
with  it;  whereby  the  several  States  of  this  Union 
were  inviird  to  disregard  and  disobey  a  law  of 
Congress,  which  he  himself  had  sanctioned  and 
sworn  to  see  faithfully  executed,  fh>m  which 
nothing  but  disorder,  confusion,  and  anardiy  can 
follow. 

'<4.  I  charge  him  with  being  guiliy  of  a  \aA 
misdemeanor,  in  retaining  men  in  office  for  months 
after  they  have  been  rejected  by  the  Senate  as 
unworthy,  incompetent,  and  unfaithful,  with  an 
utter  defiance  of  the  public  will,  and  total  indiflfer- 
ence  to  the  public  interests. 

'*6. 1  charge  him  with  the  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor of  withholding  his  assent  to  laws  nndispen- 
sable  to  the  just  operations  of  government,  which 
involved  no  constitutional  difficulty  on  his  part;  of 
depriving  the  Government  of  all  legal  sonrees  of 
revenue;  and  of  assuming  to  himself  the  whole 
power  of  taxation,  and  of  collecting  doties  of  ihs 
people  without  the  authority  or  sanction  of  law. 

**6.  I  charge  him  with  an*  arbitrary,  despotic. 
Slid  corrupt  abuse  of  the  veto  power,  to  grati^  his 
personal  and  political  resentments  against  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  for  a  constitutional  exe^ 
cise  of  their  prerogative,  in  the  rejection  of  hti 
nominees  to  office,  with  such  evident  marks  of  in- 
consistency  and  duplicity  as  leave  no  room  le 
doubt  his  disregard  of  the  interests  of  the  people, 
and  his  duty  to  his  country. 

"T.  I  charge  him  with  gross  official  misconduct, 
in  having  been  guilty  of  a  shameless  diiplicity, 
equivocation,  and  falsehood,  with  his  late  Cabinet 
and  Congress,  which  led  to  idle  legislation,  aud 
useless  public  expense;  and  by  which  he  has 
brought  such  dishonor  on  himself  as  to  disqiuUfy 
him  Irom  administering  the  Qovemment  with  ad- 
vantage, honor,  or  virtue,  and  for  which  alone  he 
would  deserve  to  be  removed  from  office. 

8.  I  charge  him  with  an  illegal  and  nneonsti- 
totional  exercise  of  power,  in  instituting  a  commis- 
sion to  investigate  the'  past  transactions  under  a 
former  administration  of  the  custom-hoose  in  New 
York,  under  the  pretence  of  seeing  the  laws  faith- 
fully executed — with  having  arrested  the  investiga- 
tion at  a  moment  when  the  inquiry  was  to  be  made 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  those  laws  were  execu- 
ted under  his  own  administration— with  having  di« 
reeled  or  sanctioned  the  appropriation  of  large 
sums  of  the  public  revenue  to  the  compensation  of 
officers  of  his  own  creation,  without  the  authority 
of  law;  which,  if  sanctioned,  would  place  the  en- 
tire  revenues  of  the  country  at  his  disposal. 

"9.  I  charge  him  with  the  high  misdemeanor  of 
having  withheld  from  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  information  called  lor,  and  declared  to  be 
necessary  to  the  investigation  of  stupendous  frauds 
and  abuses  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by 
agents  of  the  (Sovernment,  both  upon  individoali 
and  the  Government  itself,  whereby  he  himself  be- 
comes accessary  to  those  frauds." 

Mr.  BOTTS  then  said  that  he  wished  to  ooaaeet 
no  man  or  set  of  men  with  his  fame  on  this  resola- 
tion.  He  wished  no  man  to  commit  himself  on  it 
till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  proving  the  truth  of 
his  charges. 

Mr.  WISE  interrupted  his  colleague,  and  ashed 
for  the  reading  of  the  proposition  founded  on  the 
chaiiges.  He  did  not  wish  to  hear  the  gentleman^ 
speech  till  he  was  in  possession  of  the  whole  subject 

Mr.  BOTTS  submitted  that  the  matter  was  not 
within  the  centrol  of  his  colleague. 

The  SPBA.KER  requested  the  gsndenum  to  sub* 
mit  his  motion  to  the  Honse;  when 
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Mr.  BOTTS  read  the  foUoniDg  resolaUon: 

Bttolv^Tbm.  ■  coiAinittM  of  nine  memben  be  appointed, 
trith  InaCrupUoQi  atligeotly  t»  ioqulie  inio  the  truth  or  the  pi«* 
cedio«  chArgas  preferred  against  John  Tyler,  and  to  report  to 
thia  Hooeejhe  leMlmopy  ^ken  to  eatabliah  aaid  chareea,  to- 


have  powerto  aend  for  peraonf  and  paper*. 

Mr.  QOTTS  then  observed  that  he  had  but  one 
Temark  to  makie,  and  he  hoped  he  woald  not  he 
mterropted  by  his  colleague  while  making  it.  Af- 
ter having  been  challenged,  defied,  and  dared  to 
make  these  charges— 

Mi.  wise  would  throw  no  obstructions  in  his 
colleagae*^  way.  All  that  be  desired  was,  that  the 
strict  order  of  the  Hoose  should  be  preserved  in  these 
proceedings. 

Mi.  B0TT3  asked  permission  of  the  House  to 
make  an  ezplanatton. 

The  SPEAKBE  observed  that,  except  by  uni- 
versal consentj'the  gentMman  could  not  be  indulged; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  his  right  [Mr. 
Wiss]  objected. 

Mr;  WI8E  said  that  he  would  not  objeot  to  his 
c<rileagae^  proceeding,  when  the  Imattec  was  fully 
before  the  Houses  As  he  understood  it,  the  ques- 
tioa  was  now  on  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from 
^ Vennonrj  the  decision  of  which  would  be  a  decision 
'whether  thematier  was  befere  the  House  or  net. 
All  (hat  be  asked  was,  that  equal  latitude' of  debate 
should  heallowed  to  all. 

Mr.  BOiTSI  said  that  all  he  warned  to  remark 
was,  that  he  desired  to  connect  no  man,  or  set  of 
meD,  wiih  his  proposition..  He  desired  no  man  or 
liarty  to  be  Q»mmit(ed  on  it,  till  ^le  evidence  was 
before  the  House.  ,  By  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  invesljgate  (he>  testimeny  he  would  be 
able  to  bring  forward,  they  wb«Jtl  bi  able  to  de- 
cide, at  a  future  day>  whether  Mr.  Tyler  had  com- 
mitted acts  deserving  of  impe#thment  by  that 
House.  If  he  succeeded  in  ^siablishing  the  truth 
Qf  these  aharges,  he  presumed*"  there  would  be  no 
member' of  tbat  House  (ound  voting  against  the 
impeachment.  If, .  qu  the  contrary,  he  failed  In 
establishing  them,  let  the  odiui^  ^fall  on  him,  and 
hhn  alone.  He  was  willing  to  ta^e  all  the  r^on- 
sibility;  and  he  wanted  no  inan  now  to  commit 
himself  for  or  against  the  charges  he  offered. 

The  BPBAKER  here  asked  permission  to  ex- 
plain more  fully  the  grounds  of  his  decision.  Since 
Ae  present  Speaker  had  beem-  iji  the  chair,  there 
had  been  ho  ease  of  this  kind  before  the  House,  and 
only  two  cases  since  4he  beginning  of  the  Qovern- 
ment.  The  first  was  that  of  Chief  Justice  Chase, 
in  which  no  question  like  the  4ne  now  raised 
was  presented.  That  case  waltben  considered  and 
acted  upon  by  the  House  as  a  privileged  question. 
Ml'.  Randolph  rose  in  his  seat,  and,  without  any 
resolution  or  specific  charges,  after  some  remarks 
on  the  condnc;  of  Judge  Cba^e,  moved  for  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
impeaching  him.  The  mAtterwcnt  on  day  after 
day,  ^nd,  by  the  universal  acquiescence  of  the 
House,  took  preference  of  all  other  business  as  a 
privileged  question.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Chair 
considered  this  as  a  high  constitutional  question, 
paramount  to  all  others,  without  reference  to  the 
rules  of  the  House.  The  Chair,  therefore,  con- 
sidered the  House  bbund  to  act  on  (he  resolution, 
eitlier  by  reception  or  rejection  of  it. 

Mr.  £VBaETT  then  withdrew  Ms  appeal.  His 
reason,  he  said,  for  making  it,  was,  that  he  wished 
to  see  the  business  of  the  House  carried  on. 
■  Mr.  RAYNER  here  moved  the  pre /ious  ques- 
tion*. 

Mr.  WISE  wiished  to  make  an  inquiry,  and  re- 
quested the  gentleman  from  r^orth  Carolina  to 
withdraw^  his  motion,  protnioing  to  renew  it.  He 
wished  to  inquire  what  the  charges  were,  and  from 
whom  they  came.  He  understood  tbat  this  House 
only  could  make  charges  on  which  to  found  an  im- 
peachment. 

Mr.  BOTTS  referred  as  precedents  to  the  case 


of  Judge  Chase,  in  which  Mr.  Randolph  made  the 
chargef;and  to  the  case  of  Judge  Peck,  in  which 
the  charges  were  made  by  a  member  of  the  Mis- 
souri bar.  In  both  cases,  the  matter  was  referred 
to  a  committee.  What  he  nofr  presentf  j  were 
not  articles  of  impeachment,  but  charges  for  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  truth  of,  and  to  found 
an  impeachment  on,  if  substantiated. 

Mr.  WISE,  in  a  few  observations,  contended 
that  there  was  no  precedent  in  the  case  of  Judge 
Chase;  and  if  the  House  would  look  into  it,  they 
would  find  that  there  was  no  analogy  between  that 
and  the  present  case.  In  this  case,  his  colleague 
made  himself  the  impeaching  power. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKAY; 
modified  his  resolution,  by  inserting  the  word  '*pre- 
eeding,"  before  the  word  ''charges.''  Mr.  B.  took 
the  occasion  further  to  modify  his  resolution,  by 
adding  <*and  tbat  the.  said  oonmiittee  shall  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

The  resolution  as  modified  was  then  read;  when 

Mr.  WISE  said:  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  what  are  the 
preteding  charges? 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  he  had  now  appended  the 
resolution  to  the  charges,  and  would  send  them  up 
in  that  form  to  be  read.  • 

Mr.  WISE.  I  only  wish  to  inqaii«,  further, 
whether  these  charges  are  signed  by  any  person? 
Who  is  "1 1" 

Mr.  BOTTS.  No,  sir;  they  are  not  signed;  but 
I  can  put  my  name  to  them — and  do  it  in  the 
presence  of  witnesses,  too,  if  the  gentleman 
pleases. 

Mr.  PROFFIT.    Send  them  up;  send  them  up. 

The  charges  and  resolstion  were  then  sent  up 
to  the  Chair,  and  read  by  the  Clerk. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  by  the  Clerk, 
there  were  loud  cries  of  ^^C^oestion,"  *'Glttestion." 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table.  [Cries  of  '*0h,  no;  let  us  have 
a  vote."] 

Mr.  BOTTS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  of  the  geotleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  WISE,  and  many  other  members,  entreated 
Mr.  C.  Johnson  to  withdraw  his  motion;  font  he 
refused  to  do  so. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered;   and, 

being    taken,  resulted— yeas  101,  nays  119,  as 

follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Sherlock  J.  Andrewa,  Arrington,  Baker, 
Barton,  Bidlack,  Borden,  Bovrne,  Bri/rga,  Brockwaj,  Bron- 
son,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charlea  Brown,  Bumell,  William  But- 
ler, Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
John  Campbell,  Cliffbrd,  Clinton,  Colea,  C<riquiit,  Cowen, 
Croaa,  R.  v.  Davia,  Dawson,  Dean,  Doig,  Jolin  C.  Edwards, 
Egliert,  Everett,  Ferria,  Feaaenden,  John  G.  Fleyd,  Charlea  A. 
Floyd,  Fornaneei  Gates,  Giddinga,  Patrick  O.  Goode,  Wm. 
O.  GooJe,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gwin,  Uastlnga,  Henrv,  Hop- 
kina,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Jamea  Inrin,  Jack,  William 
Coat  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  Lewis, 
Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraliam  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan, 
McKeon,  Mallory,  Alfred  Marahall.  Samaon  Mason,  John 
Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  MUchell, 
Moore,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pickena,RtonJ.  Randall,  Rancher, 
ReyaoldaL  Rhett,  RigA  Roosevelt,  Saunders,  Shields,  Sol- 
lers,  Sprigg,  Bieenroa,  Stokely,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart^um 


(NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Aroold,  Alh- 
erton,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Barnard,  Beeeon.  Blrdseye,  Black, 
Blair.  Boardman,  Botis,  BoTd,  Brewster,  MIMon  Brown,  Jer* 
emiah  Brown,  Burke,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthera,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chittenden,  J. 
C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Mark  A.  (hooper, 
Cranston,  Cravens,  Cushin^,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry, 
Eastman,  John  Edwards,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster.  Gam- 
ble, Gentry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  Green,  Gustine,  Halated,  Harris, 
Hays,  Holmes,  Houck,  Houston,  Howard,  Hunt,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  James,  John  P.  Kennedv,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  McKay,  McKennan,  Marchand,  Thomas 
F.  Marshall,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maynard,  Medill,  Miller, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Newbard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Payne, 
Pnpe,  Powell,  Proffit,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Read, 
Reding,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Wm.  Russell.  James 
M.  Russell,  Salstonstall,  Sanfort,  Sewell,  Shaw,  Bhepperd, 
Slade,  Tranmn  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stratton,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Bummers,  John  B.  Thompaon,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son, Toland,  Tripleit,  Trumbull,  Tumey,  Underwood^  War- 
ren, Waahington,  Watlareon,  Weller.  Edward  D.  White,  Jo- 
seph L.  White,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 119. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 
I      The  question  then  recurred  on  aeconding  the  de- 


mand for  the  pievious  question;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  QUSHINQ  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  oa 
the  question.  Shall  the  nutiii  question  be  now  puti 
[Cries  of  "Oh,  no."] 

Mr.  PROFFIT.  Yes;  let  us  have  the  yeas  acd 
nays. 

Mr.  TURNET  inquired  what  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  negativing  the  main  questiopl 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  it  would  drive  the 
question  over  till  to-monow. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  then  withdrew  his  call  for  tl|8 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  the  demand;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.^ 
'  The  Clerk  began  to  call  the  roll,  when 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  and  said  he  recollected 
that,  under  a  recent  decision  of  the  Speaker,  the 
effect  of  deciding  against  putting  the  main  ques- 
tion  would  be  to  lay  it  over  from  day  to  day,  aa 
had  occurred  a  short  time  ago;  he  would  therefore 
withdraw  his  demand  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
[Cries  of  ''Oh!  no;  it  is  too  late.**]  Well,  then, 
he  ga^e  notice  that,  if  the  main  question  should  be 
negatived,  he  would  move  a  reconsideration  of  tha 
Tote  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  yeas  add  nays  were  then  taken,  and  resulted 
— ^yeas  122,  nays  90,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adanna,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  1. 
Aodrowa,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Aycnga,  Babeook,  Ba- 
ker, Barton,  Beeson,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bor- 
den, Bowne,  Boyd,  Bronaon,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Bvown, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Burke,  Burnell,  William  Botler.  William  B. 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Cary,  Casey, 
Chittenden,  Staley  N.' Clarke,  Clhifon,  CoTquitt,  James  Coop« 
er.  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Gross,  Cashing,  Dan- 
iel, Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Eastman,  John  Ed- 
wards, John  C.  Edwards,  Ferris,  Pessenden,  Fillmore,  A.  L. 
Foster,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Green,  Gustine,  Harrist  Hays,  Hoack, 
Hooston,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Inrin^  WiIHem  W. 
Irwtn,  Jack,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Khig, 
Lane,  Lewis,  Msrchand,  Thomas  P.  Marshall,  Samson  Hasoii, 
BCathioL*  Maxwell,  Medill,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morrow,  New- 
hard,  Oliver,  Owsley,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall, 
Rayner,  Read,  Reding,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  Roasell, 
Saltonstall,  Sanford,  Beweil,  Shaw,  Slade,  Tramaii  Smith,, 
Sprigg,  Sianly,  Steenrod,  Stiatton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Btuatx. 
John  T.  Stuart,  Sammera,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W, 
Thompson,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplatt,  Tumey,  Underwood, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Warrten,  Washington,  Waiterson,  Weller 
Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  WIllFams,  Wise,  and  Yorke— 

122. 

NAYS— Messrs:  Bidlack,  Botts,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brock- 
way,  Charles  Brown,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
well, Galhoan,  John  Campbell)  CUflhrd,  Coles,  Cowen,  Rich- 
ard D.  Davis,  Deaa,  Dolg,  Egbert,  Everett,  John  G.  Floyd,  C. 
A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gamble,  Cfates,  Giddings,  Goggin^.  O. 
Gtoode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Granger,  Gwin,  Halsted,  Henry, 
Holmes,  HopkhM,  llubsrd.  Hunter,  Willliam  Cost  JohnK>ii, 
Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  Anorew  Kennedy,  Littlefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  Mr.Kennao, 
McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews, 
BCattocks,  Miller,  Moore,  Osborne.  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pavne, 
Pickens,  Pope,  Pioffit,  Randolph,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rhett, 
Riggs,  Rogers,  Jamea  M.  'Russell,  Sauaders,  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Snyder,  Stokely,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Tillinghaat,  TrotU,  Trumbull,  VanBuren,  Wallace.  Ward, 
Westbrook,  Christopher  H.  Williamt^  Joseph  L.  Williams^ 
Winthrop,  Wood,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young-  9a 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

NLt.  underwood  moved  a  reconsideradou 
of  the  vote  by  whioh  the  House  had  ordered  the 
main  question  to  be  put,  and  also  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  previous  question  was  seconded*  .  He 
was  sboui  to  debate  the  motion;  but  was  called  to 

order. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  one  motion  only 
could  be  entertained  at  a  time.  The  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  bj  which  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  put,  would  first  be  in  order. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  accordingly  made  tbat  mo- 
tion, and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

The  House  refused  to  order  the  yeas^nd  nays. 

Mr*  UNDERWOOD  asked  for  tellers. 

The  House  refused  to  order  tellers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  and  the  House  refused  to  agree  to  iu 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  of  the  gcnilcman  from  Virginia 
[llr.  Botts]  i.  «.  of  impeachment— 

Mr.  GRANGER  rose  and  said  that  one  of  tha 
proposed  charges  against  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was,  that  he  removed  certain  inno^ 
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.eeni  msn  frMnoOee.  [Laoghter]  Now,  tbeie 
vu  t  tinM  when  he  (Ur.  Q)  acted  as  lecwforr 
to  ih€  Pntident,  in  Ibe  ueeatioa  cf  a  namber  of 
pvliiical  ianoeauti,  [laaghler,]  and  be  aboald  Ihere- 
fote  t»k  to  be  ficased  from  TOlio)  upon  tbe  K- 
ceptance  of  (he  cfaargea  pief«ired. 

Hr.  HOPEINS  afkcj  for  the  jreu  and  ufi  on 
Ike  motion,  and  ihej  were  ordered. 

The  HoDM  aneed  lo  cicom  the  geatlenun— 
jets  111,  najraQl.  When  Ut.  Hoitstom's  name 
wa.i  called,  he  rose  and  inqoired  if  il  was  loo  late 
10  tsic  lbs  gentleman  [Hr.  Gainoaa]  a  question. 
H«  wisbid  to  IcDOv  *be(ber  (be  gendemau  from 
New  Ycirk  considered  th<  cbai^ e  of  ibe  genilrmaa 
fiumViiglam,  [Ur.  Bom,]  as  implicating  faim- 
■eir,  and  rendering  him  liable  to  the  charge  of  cor- 
npiionmofficfl 

Tee  SPEAKER  said  it  vas  too  Ute  lo  uh  and 
«as*ec  ■  question  after  the  call  of  (he  roll  had 
been  commenmd. 

Toe  question  Iben  reenrred  on  the  recolalion  of 
(hag^nileoan  from  Tiigiitia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  and  re- 
snliedw  roUowK  ajea  83,  najs  137. 

VBAB— Mam.  Adimi,  Ludiff  W.  Aadnni,  Arnold* 
ATchgF,  Bit>eiKk,  Birnvd,  BlrdaiTB,  BiKk,  Boudmu, 
B(KU,  BoTd.  HllUHi  Bnwm  WilltuD  B.  CunpbalL.  Thomu 
J.  Cunpbalt,  CuBlhan,  CuOT.  John  C.  Cluk,  8ul«j  N. 
ClailH,  Ckilquilt,  Junta  Codpu,  MvIi  A.  Cooper,  CruiliHi, 
Cra'tna,  Danlal>  Quna  Utrtt,  Dabarry,  John  Bdmnla, 
Faaaaiijan.  mimon,  A.  Lawnoca  Foalar,  OlDltila,  a«lnr, 
fltifiin.  BrwD,  Bikud,  Hiyi,  Houion,  Hum,  to—fib  ft. 
Ineemril,  JanM,  Jolm  F.  BaDOedT,  King,  Lana,  HcEnnin, 
Tkomaa  F.  Karriiall.  Hwhloi.  Ilajnwl,  Koora,  Moriaii, 
MoirDW.Oahome,  OwilaT,  Fandlaioo,  Fowall,  ItAniaaT,  Alsi. 
wuler  KandaJI.  liarnsr,  fiidgwi;,  Rodnef,  William  kuaaell, 
' "    " — all,  BdloDiull,    Bawall,    Sh«pperd,  alalia, 
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Tamar,  Dadtrwunl,  Wuren,  Waahlniian,  loaepb 

"•— ■■— H.  WlnIttim<ndJi*o¥iTOi«-8a. 

-      ...     .    ].  Andmn,  AtbaiUD,  Baker,  Banon, 

Baeaon,  Bldlack,  Bonka,  Bowna,  Brsiraur,  Bricgat  Aaron  V. 
Brawn,  Cturlaa  Blown.  Burka,  Bsrnell,  WilHaai  Builar, 
flrean  W.  Caldwall,  Palrlek  C.  CaMwcIl,  Calhoun,  John 
Caoiphell.  Carj,  Chapman,  CIlBbid,  CUnloii,  i;ol«,  C.iwen, 
CruH,  CoaUng,  Blchard  D.  Daria,  Davm.  Dun.  Doan, 
Dnig,  Eaaunaa,  John  G.  Edvarda,  Eibari.  Evcmi,  Farrb, 
Cbarlaa  A.  FloTd,  Fomanca,  Galea,  Olddinie,  gilmer,  Pa(. 
Tick  C.  flood*,  Wm.  O.  Ooode,  Ooidon,  Graham,  Gmline, 
Onin,  Htnto,  HaMlnia,   Hanrj.  Ilolmea,    Hopkins  Hoork, 

Howaid.  Hnbanl,  HuK-  " — ^'        — . 

IrwIn,  Jack,  WiQian.  C  i. 

Jone^  Kalm,  Andtaw  I, 

Abraham  McClallao,  I  i, 


TbompBOn.  TilUiurtiaa, , .  ■—  „.,__„„,', 

W.llace,  Ward,  Wallanm,  Wallar,  Wetlbrook,  Thoraat  W. 
Witlltmi,  Joiaph  L.  Wlllianu,  WJnihrop,  Wi^  Wood,  and 
AuguniieYoiing— 127. 

Sa  the  HoQM  lefosed  to  adopt  the  isolation. 

The  SPEAKER  (ben  annonaced  ibat  the  next 
business  in  order  woald  be  the  receplioa  or  reports 
from  the  staudiof  oommiltees;  and,  ibej  being 
called  on,  riporu  were  made  as  follows: 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  from  Ibe  Com< 
miliee  on  ibe  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to 
l^aliM  Ibe  t«le  of  certain  lands  made  at  Choc- 
chnma  and  Colnmbas,  Mississippi;  wbicb  was 
twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  HOWAKD  presenled  the  preamble  and 
resoloiions  of  the  L^islature  of  Michigan,  on  ibe 
subject  of  a  miliiarj  road  from  Saganaw  loMacki. 

Mr.  WELLEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affaits,  reported  a  bill  declaratory  of  the  Itt  and 
Ui  articles  of  the  treat;  made  with  the  Chippewa 
lodiani  at  Saganaw,  Michigan;  wbleb  wa«  twice 
lead,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  oa  NanI 
Affaire,  reported  a  bill  for  Ibe  relief  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Wangas;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  WOOD  reported  a  joint  resoloiion  directiog 
(he  application  of  an  existing  appropriaiion  for 
bnildlns  a  dry.dDck  al  Brooklyn,  New  York; 
which  was  twice    read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  the  memorial  of  Hora- 
tio QreenoBgh  on  the  subject  of  the  disposal  of  his 
Btatne  of  WashinsloD;wbieh  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolationary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  ElinbeihQresham;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred^ 

Mr.  MATBIOT,  from  lb*    same  commitlee, 


reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bliiabelh  Powers; 
wbi<^  was  twice  read,  and  refened. 

Hr.  TILLINGHAST,  from  the  Committee  mi 
(be  Library,  rrporled  a  joint  resolution  for  Ibe  dis- 
iribntioD  of  certain  copies  of  the  oensna  retniDs, 
and  Ibe  Gompendinm  of  ibe  Biilb  Censat;  which 
was  rmd  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  said  be  bad  a  petition 
which  be  wished  to  present,  from  a  soldier  of 
Wayne's  army,  who  was  wonnded  at  the  battle  of 
Haoffiee;  and  Hcged  leare  1o  accompany  it  with 
the  following  refolalion; 

JlotoiiKi,  Tlui  Ihe  Coinmluee  on  MIIIU117  Paoalona  be  in. 
•mciedlo  inquire  iou  <ha  cipadiencr  of  ailandinf  Ihe  lawi 
relating  10  rtroiuiioDii;  penilom,  10  Ihs  ariniei  aoiplOTad 

The  resolniion  was  adopted,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  same  commiuee. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  presented  the  resolnlions  of 
Ae  Legislaturt  of  Alabama,  on  the  snbjeci  of  the 
appointment  of  an  ageol  to  settle  all  qaestiuns  re- 
maining nnseiied  Qoder  the  late  Creek  Irealj:  re- 
lerred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  ROOSBVBLT  presented  a  peiilion  from 
sundry  ciiizeas  of  New  York,  complaining  of  the 
operations  of  the  niw  tariff  on  the  impoitaiion  of 
hardware.  Ad  the  memorial  contained  valuable 
■lalisiical  information,  he  moved  that  it  be  printed; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

MrUMDKRWOOD  presEOied  the  memorial  of 
sundry  captains  ani  owners  of  sieamboatg  navi- 
gating  the  wesiern  walirs,  complaining  of  the  act 
of  Congress  legaisiing  steamboat  iraasporiation; 
which  was  referred  10  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  oon»ideratiDn  of  the  bill  lo  repeal  the  banb- 

Tbe  SPEAKER  caid  thai  the  next  business  in 
order  would  be  the  resolalioD  of  the  genilemin 
from  New  Yolk,  [Mr.  Bowhc,]  lo  refund  the  fine 
imposed  on  Qcnersl  Jackson. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  posipone  that  lesolu- 
tion  till  iD-moirow;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolniion  repoKed 
by  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means,  on  ibe  sub- 
ject of  the  exchequer,  would  be  ihe  nexi  bnsiaa!: 

Mr.  PKOPflT,  who  bad  ihe  floor,  addressed  the 
■       -ply   to  ■-      --  ■  ■ 


of  his 


■Iks,  I 


rnled   1 


of  Ibe  Whig  parly.  He 
coma  not  ueep  toe  ran  of  Ibem;  and  at  no  one 
time  did  he  know  where  to  find  tbem.  Ai  the  last 
session,  a  large  majoriiy  of  ibem  declared  ibat  the 
President  was  guilty  of  impeachable  oflenees;  and 
now,  when  one  of  their  number  stood  boldly  for- 
ward, and  brought  forth  his  charges  on  which  lo 
foand  an  impeachmeni,  staking  his  repniation, 
name,  and  fame  on  ibe  truth  of  them, — why,  they 
were  gone.  This  morning,  il  was  decided  Ihai  (be 
Preeident  was  nuimpeaohed  and  un impeachable. 
He  was  willing,  and  all  the  business  men  of  the 
conniry  were  willing  that  they  shonid  withdraw 
their  case,  pay  costs,  and  let  it  drop.  For  bis  pari, 
he  would  have  been  perfectly  willing  that  the  im. 
peacbmeni  should  have  gone  on,  as  be  would  libe 
to  see  the  black  f'ilk  gowns,  and  olbar  trappings  of 
a  court  of  impeachment;  bat  be  did  not  vole  for 
the  resolution,  because  he  did  not  believe  in  ibe 
truth  of  the  charges,  or  (bat  ibey  contained  im* 
peaebable  matter.  He  conceived,  however,  ibat 
every  gentlemau  who  voted  for  it  believed  that 
Ibediargea  did  contain  impeaebable  matter. 

Mr.  T.  P.  MARSHALL  bera  asbed  leave  to 
make  no  explanation;  which  being  granted,  he  said 
that  be  voted  for  the  resolution,  but  did  not  expect, 
nor  did  be  with,  lo  be  understood  as  commiiiing 
himself  10  the  questions,  eiiher  as  to  the  propriety 
of  an  impeachment,  or  whether  Ibe  charges  con- 
lained  impeachable  matter,  which  was  one  of  ihe 
gravtest  and  most  difficult  questions  which  could 
be  brought  forward.  Further,  be  bad  not  exam, 
ined  iha(  queelion.  He  was  only  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing the  gentleman  the  committee,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  PHOFFIT.  Well,  fir,  here  is  oneof  ibe 
first  lawyers  in  Ihe  House,  thai  is  not  for  endorsing 
the  charges  as  conlaining  impeaebable  matier.  I 
lake  it  for  gtanied  ihal  all  ibe  lawyen  In  the 


House  will  say  the  aama  thing,  and  ibai  the  vote 
on  the  resolution  was  a  kind  of  accommodaiion  vole. 
Hr.  COOPER  of  Georgia  aakcd  leave  to  nialtc 
an  explanation.  He  was  far  from  thinking,  ia  ibe 
vole  be  gave,  of  expiessing  any  .opinion  in  regaij 
10  this  matter.  Ha  merely  intended  tosaylbiilt 
was  due  to  the  gentleman  tiom  Yirginia,  diM  to 
th*  conniry,  and  due  to  the  officer,  that  he  ahonld 
vole  for  a  committee  of  investigation.  He  did 
Dot  believe  for  one  momeni,  that  any  committe 
could  be  found  who  could  implicate  th*  PresideiL 

Hr.  PROFFIT  hoped  there  would  be  no  uoie 
eiptanations,  and  that  be  might  be  permitted  to  p 
on..  Tha  gentleman  from  Virginia,  itseemed,  an 
to  be  left  alone  in  bis  gtoiy. 

Mf.BOTTSasked  leave  to  make  an  eiplau. 
tion.  He  was  prouder  of  ibn  poution  be  occupied, 
Ihan  that  of  any  other  gentleman  on  the  floor. 

Hr.  PROFFIT  made  a  remark  in  replf,  whid 
was  not  heard;  and  then  went  on  lo  notice  the  it- 
marks  ot  the  gentleman  from  New  Yoik,  [Ui. 
QRAHaaa,]  and  the  charges  ibal  gentleman  had 
made  against  the  Eiecuiive  and  bis  friends  on  ikil 
floor.  The  gentleman  said  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  aid 
his  friends  look  the  pet  lamb  and  crippled  it,  aed 
bethought,  with  ihe  gentleman  from  Seniadij, 
ibal  ihe  gentleman  from  Vew  York  wu  perfeeUy 
competent  to  speak  about  sheep.  Mr.  P.,  for  bin- 
self,  confessed  that  tbe  gentleman's  tpeech  tits  Uc 
most  sheepish  speech  he  bad  ever  heard. 

Again,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  we  were  told  that  (be  fritadi 
of  the  Pre&idenuollow  hia  lead  on  all  oecanou; 
and,  in  five  minutes  after,  in  diracl  coutiadiciiu 
to  what  be  had  just  said,  be  cbaiged  us  «rith  diu. 
greeiug  with  Ibr  Prtsideut,  and  nahing  bis  bill  no/ 
own.  OBe  moment,  (he  gentlemait  charged  hia 
(Ut.  P.)  and  his  friendi  with  following  Ibe  Pr^ 
dent's  lead;  and  the  next,  be  charged  (bcm  witk 
having  taken  the  Presidents  pet  lamb  and  crop- 
ping it,  and^niting  its  tail  off.  ■  Why  did  not  tbe 
Whig  parly  have  ibeir  cancuies  as  formerly,  and 
agree  upon  a  plan  o^  allackl 

Afier  some  fnritaet  remarks,  be  denied  Ibit  he 
was  in  faroT  of  the  Preiidenl's  exchequer  plaaia 
all  its  details;  bu^neveriheleEs,he  waaenipnKd, 
on  passing  ibrougb  Cincinnati,  on  his  way  lo  ihe 
feat  of  Ihe  Qeceral  Onvernmeni,  to  find  so  macj 
persons  in  favor  oPit— from  6,000 10  6,000of  whom 
in  Ibal  city  had  signed  a  petition  to  Congress,  pny- 
Ing  lis  passage,  wiih  very  distingaished  IVtaig  gea- 
llemeu  ai  tt^eir  head.  Tbe  report  ol  (be  tenili- 
man  from  Nev  Tarb,  which  originated  this  defaaie, 
he  had  no  doubt  every  Democrat  would  wisli  to 
see  printed;  nay,  b<  -donbted  not  they  would  vou  le 
print  10,000  extra  copies,  for  i(  was  tbeslroogot 
report  in  favor  of  the  ^nb-ireamry  that  ever  rua- 
naled  from  any  committee  on  earth.  Hekaev 
they  said  the  sub-treasury  bad  some  enois;  bat 
every  word  in  thai,  repo'it,  against  the  eicbeqatr, 
was  an  argument  against  a  bank  of  the  Csiicd 
States.  They  west  against  expansive  power:and«ai 
not  Ibat  righil  and  was  it  not  an  argnment  againa 
a  bank  of  Ihe  Dniied  States  as  well  as  agaiasi  th( 
President's e I chequerl  He  pursued  thistbeme  soot 
lime;  then  teplied  to  argnments  based  on  the  u- 
sumption  thai  the  officers  of  the  Government  would 
issue  more  paper  Ihan  the  law  allowed  uui^er  tbe 
exchpquer,  pointing  to  Ibe  issue  of  ireaMiiy  nolo; 
which  was  not  known  to  exceed  the  autbnrJtd 
amooni,  under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  or  the  subseqacal 
AdminisiraiioD.  He  then  cited  a  case  to  sboa  Iha 
ioSupnceof  leading  poliiiciani  in  prDcnritig  for 
their  friends  loans  from  a  national  bank.  He 
next  nollced  some  remarks  made  by  Ihe gcDtlemal 
from  KeolDCky  [Ur.  UaasRaLLJf  yesterday  01  Ibt 
present  exchequer  plan, 

Mr   MARSHALL  explained. 

Mr.  WISE  Retired  lo  correct  Ihe  re^rtof  Hr. 
U*BSBiiLL*s  remarks,  which  appeared  in  the  Na- 
tional Inrelligencei  of  this  morning,  as  far  as  ibej 
regarded  himself.  In  that  report,  Mr.  Mia>au.L 
was  made  to  say  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  said  b> 
might  be  waked  up  ai  4  or  €  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  he  could  tell  what  Mr.  Tyler  would  do  id 
relation  la  any  measure. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  be  did  not  make  any 
such  remark. 

Hr.  WISE  continued.  What  he  said  in  the  re. 
marks  refund  to  by  the  gentkman  fren  Sen- 
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tacky  [Mr.  Mibshill]  was,  that  he  coold  (ell,  on 
any  mornfng  at  6  o'clock,  wh«n  fairly  awake, 
whether  Mr.  Tyler  wo  aid  sign  a  United  States  Bank 
bill  or  not.  He  did  not  sssome  to  know  what  he 
woald  do  apon  other  sabjects.  He  coald  make  one 
additional  remark.  It  was.  two  weeks  after  the 
death  of  General  Harrison,  when  he  (Mr.  W.) 
was  on  his  eircait,  canvassiog  for  Congress,  before 
he  heard  of  the  death  of  that  man.  The  news  of  his 
death  was  accompanied  with  the  inaogaral  address 
of  John,  Tyler,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  he 
woald,  as  regarded  a  United  States  bank,  follow 
the  example  of  the  fathers  of  the  Republican  faith. 
Between  that  moment  and  the  interview  which  he 
had  with  Mr.  Tyler,  after  the  death  of  General 
Harfison,  heiiad  some  hesitation  about  the  course 
which  Mr.  T.  would  pursue  upon  the  subject.  He 
did  not  know  whether  he  would  follow  the  exam* 
pie  of  Madison  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  Jefferson  on 
the  other.  Tet,  always  having  believed,  himself, 
that  a  bank  of  the  United  States  was  constitutional, 
and  knowing  that  it  had  been  so  decided,  he  had 
hoped  the.  President  had  determined  to  remain  sters 
d§eiHM,  and  to  sanction  the  establishment  of  sach  an 
institBiion.  Under  that  impression,  and  with  this 
doubt  upon  hij  mind,  he  came  to  Washington.  His 
first  interview  with  the  President  dispelled  every 
doubt;  and  from  that  time  forward,  he  could  not 
have  been  waked  up  wiihunt  declaring  that  John 
Tyler  never  wonld  sign  a  bank  bill.  He  knew 
John  Tyler's  history  well.  John  Tyler  had  been 
his  constituent,  as  also  he  had  been  John  Tylers, 
He  knew  his  TOtes  in  the  Legislature  of  Yir- 
gioia,  and  in  Congress;  and,  from  that  knowledge, 
be  was  enabled  to  make,  up  his  opinion* 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSHALL  was  glad  that  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  W-isK]  bad  made  the  correction  of 
iht  report  of  his  remarks.  He  (Mr.  M.)  had  him- 
self intended  to  have  made  the  same  correction. 

Mr.  PROPFJT  resumed,  and  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress the  House  npon  various  political  topics  of 
the  present  d^y.  He  defended  the  President  from 
the  charge  of  wishing  to  have  his  exchequer  scheme 
passed  without  an  amendment,  and  even  without 
the  dotting  of  an  I  and  the  crcssiog  of  a  t.  He 
charged  .it  upon  the  parly  opposed  to  him,  that 
they  pass^  a  bank  bill  without  the  dotting  of  an  t 
or  the  crossing  of  a  tj  and  without  affording  op- 
portunity for  doe  consideration.  He  charged  them 
with  making  a  report  which  avoided  the  Issues 
before  ibe  country,  and  with  a  condemnation  of 
Iho  exchequer  project  by  a  committee,  on  which 
there  was  not  a  friend  of  the  President  to  vindicate 
his  views.  He  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  House  the  fact  that  the  Democratic  Review 
and  seTcral  leading  papers  of  the  Democratic  party 
bad  adTocated  a  plan  of  finance  precisely  similar 
to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
CusBiiia;]  and  replied  to  the  remark  that  the 
friends  of  the  President  thought  one  way  with  re- 
gard to  this  measure,  and  his  friends  another. 

Mr.  CASHING  asked  permission  to  withdraw 
the  motion  hQ  bad  made  to  commit  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  exche- 
quer to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EYGRETT  objected  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  motion «     ■ 

Mr.  PROPFIT  resumed.  He  replied  to  (he  re- 
mark that  Mr.  Webster  said  the  plan  of  an  exche- 
quer, as  reported  by  the  friends  of  the  President, 
was  not  worth  a  rush,  by  saying^  that  this  showed 
that  the  friends  of  the  Prssident'bad  agreed  to  dif- 
fer among  one  another  without  quarrelling.  They 
were  all  independent  men.  As  to  the  remark  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall,] 
that  he  for  a  long  time  slept  with  Webster's 
works  under  his  pillow,  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  say 
that  he  believed  Dickens  (more  generally  called 
Boz)  had  naade  th«  same  remark  about  his  sleeping 
with  some  boo^  about  him.  He  (Mr.  P.)  believed 
be  should  bersafter  get  a  pile  of  books  and  put 
tbem  under  his  bead  every  night.  All  he  bad  to 
say  about  the  Whigs  not  assigning  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ken  ucky  [Mr.  Maashall]  such 
a  position  as  he  deserved,  and  was  entitled  to  by 
bis  commanding  talents,  was,  that  the  Whig  party 
were  ungrateful.  The  gentleman,  however,  on  that 
sabject,  only  made  the  same  speech  which  he  (Mr. 


P.)  had  beard  htm  make  twice  before.  He  asked  the 
Whigs  if  they  really  meant  to  do  nothing  in  relation 
to  the  carreney,  except  what  they  had  proposed  al- 
ready. If  not,  be  begged  they  would  say  so,  and  let  it 
go  oat  to  the  country.  The  Democrats  would  come 
into  the  next  Congress  with  a  great  majority;  and 
he  predicted  that  Uiey  would  4>ass  nothing  hot  the 
ordinary  appropriation  bills.  They  would  m^ 
no  new  issues  before  the  people.  Though  willing 
to  go  before  the  country  on  the  sub-treasury,  yet 
they  wonld  talk  about  its  modification,  and  abotit 
having  a  chest  for  the  accommodation  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  selling  them  ymall  drafts  at  a  discount 

He  then  went  on,  until  the  expiration  of  his 
hour,  defining  what  he  thought  would  be  the  posi- 
tion of  the  C^mocratie  party,  the  Whig  party,  and 
the  Administration. 

After  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  obtained  the  floor,  and 
made  a  personal  explanation  in  relation  to  the  loan 
of  the  United  States  Bank  to  Owens,  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  PaopFiT.] 

Without  concluding,  he  moved  an  adjournment; 
whieh  was  carried. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wkdnksdat,  January  11,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  vro  Um,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  the  expen- 
diture of  the  appropriations  subject  to  his  control; 
which, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Groands. 

THE  dUINTUPLE  TREATY. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commnnication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitted 
in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  37th 
December  last,  calling  upon  him  for  information 
as  to  whether  the  quintuple  treaty  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave-trade  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  in  any  form 
whatever,  and  as  to  what  had  been  the  course  of 
the  Government  in  relation  thereto,  &c.  The 
communication  states  that  no  application  had  been 
made  to  this  Government  to  become  a  party  to 
that  treaty;  bat  that  agents  abroad,  who  regarded 
the  signature  of  that  treaty  as  an  occurrence  of 
some  political  importance,  had  transmitted  un- 
official copies  of  it  to  the  State  Department;  but 
that  it  had  not  been  communicated  from  any  other 
quarter,  or  in  any  other  form. 

On-  moUon  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  communica- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  printed;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  ARCHER,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  certain  docu- 
ments from  the  War  Department,  relative  to  a 
claim  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands;  which  was  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
P.  K.  Dickerson  and  other  citizens  of  North  Caro- 
lina, residing  on  the  line  of  the  Raleigh  Railroad, 
praying  such  a  modification  of  the  tariff  as  to  al- 
low railroad  iron  to  be  imported  free  of  dutj:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  M .  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying  that  the  char- 
ters of  the  banks  in  said  city  may  be  extended  for 
ten  years:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  the  memorial  of  Horatio 
Oreenough,  sculptor,  upon  the  subject  of  the  statue 
of  Washington,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  a 
change  of  its  position.  Mr.  B.  moved  its  reference 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  stating  that 
the  memorial  was  a  paper  of  much  merit  and  in- 
terest, as  was  everything  coming  from  the  hands 
or  pen  of  that  distinguished  artist.  The  memorial 
was  referred  accordingly,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  William  Russell,  praying  for  fishicg  boun- 
ty, reported  a  bill  for  his  relief,  and  others;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  the 
report  accompanying  it  ordered  to  be  printed- 
Mr.  H.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
[  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  Rafas  and  Charles 


L«ne,  praying  for  flabing  bounty,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of  the 
schooner  Twin;  whidi  was  read,  and  oideied  lo  a 
second  reading,  and  the  report  aooompanying  it  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  Samael  Brown,, 
praying  additional  compensation  for  his  services 
as  naval  officer  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  whicb 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  re- 
ports, which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  adverse 
to  the  passage  of  the  following  bills  from  tbw 
House,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  owners,  masters,  and 
crew,  of  the  sehooner  Joanna,  of  Ellsworth^ 
Maine. 

The  bill  (499)  for  the  relief  of  Samael  Billingv, 
owner  of  the  fishing-schooner  Laura. 

The  bill  (327)  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  mat- 
ter, and  crew  of  the  schooner  Martha,  of  Eaatport, 
Maine. 

The  bill  (390)  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and 
crew  of  the  sehooner  Martha. 

• 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pinanee, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company, 
and  the  Grand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Banking  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  back,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of 
Joho  Gerard  Ford,  accompanied  by  a  written 
report  adverse  to  its  passage;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  reports,  which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed,  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  following 
House  bills,  viz: 

The  bill  (414)  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Champltn, 
and  others^  owners  of  the  schooner  Buffalo;  and. 

The  bill  (415)  for  the  relief  of  Orrin  Prentiss,  of 
Sionington,  (3onneeticat,  owner  of  the  schooner 
Lally,  and  the  crew  of  said  vessel. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  from  per- 
sons residing  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, praying  a  restoration  of  the  civil  super- 
intendency  over  the  armory  at  that  place;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  petition  of  Abra- 
ham R.  Van  Nest  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  for  the  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
(so  called)  bankrupt  act,  npon  the  ground  of  its  nn- 
constitntionality,  and  becalase  it  was  destructive  of 
the  rights  of  creditora. 

In  presenting  this  petition,  Mr.  B.  took  leave, 
under  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  to  correct,  for 
the  third  time  in  this  body,  an  error  into  which 
he  had  fallen  some  time  back  in  relation  to  volnn- 
tary  bankruptcy.  He  had  been  led  to  believe  that 
bankruptcy  might  be  velnntary — that  the  English 
bankrupt  system  contained  this  principle;  and, 
consequently,  the  principle  came  to  as  as  a  part  of 
the  system  which  we  had  borrowed  ftom  England. 
He  had  been  led  to  believe  this,  and  bad  expressed 
himself  in  several  speeches  to  that  effect.  He 
bad  spoken  in  favor  of  this  voluntary  bankraptcy, 
and,  on  questions  of  amendment*  or  in  sabetitation 
of  one  bill  for  another,  he  had  voted  in  favor  of  it. 
But  it  was  all  wrong,  and  he  had  declared  and 
renonnced  the  error  in  two  speeches  heretofore 
made  before  the  Senate — once  in  December,  1841, 
and  again  in  August  1842— on  both  which  occa- 
sions he  had  traced  the  error  to  its  scarce,  and 
showed  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the  English 
systems.  The  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Gteoige 
IV  (18S6)  was  the  foundation  of  this  error:  on 
referring  to  that  section,  (which  he  did  a  year  or 
two  ago,)  he  found  that  the  section  only  author- 
ized those  traders  and  merchants  who  were  the 
proper  subject  of  a  bankrupt  law  to  make  a  de- 
deration  of  insolvency,  and  file  it  in  the  bankrupt 
court,  where  it  operated  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy, 
on  which  the  creditors  might  proceed,  or  not, 
as  they  pleased.  If  the  creditors  did  not  proceed, 
and  that  within  a  limited  time,  the  declaration  of 
insolvency  stood  for  nothing:  the  debtor  conld  not 
prooieed  npon  it-«be  could  not  drag  the  er^tors 
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Intp  court  I    Tuia  the  section  fthows.    Mr.  B.  her* 

read  the  aeetion  u  follows: 

Bainkrupiaa of  tke sixth y€ar  of  George  7^,(1826.) 

"^Sbo.  6.  Thftt  U  aiiy  iueh  titi'cr  thall  file  to  Ow  oAob  tf  th* 
Loid  Cliao6«Ilor*f  Mcrauirj  of  bankiopU)  a  dadluattoo  id 
wriMnCt  "iCQtd  bj  rach  tradar,  und  attMted  by  an  attorney 
or  eolidtor,  that  be  la  IneolTeot  or  unable  to  meet  hie  en* 
ogments,  the  nld  lecreiavy  of  haaknipia,  or  hia  dapaqr, 
■baU  eicn  a  memosanduni  Uiat  each  declaraUoa  hath  been 
filed;  wntch  oMmorandum  ehall  be  authority  for  the  Lon* 
don  Oasetta  to  Insert  an  advertleement  ot  eueh  declaration 
therein;  and  •rpif  euch  declaration  ehall,  after  Ifach  ad- 
▼tftieement  ineerted  aa  afcreaeld,  b9  an  act  qf  bankrupted 
t^ndtted  by  9Wih  mADBR  at  theMmi  vbken  tuck  dee- 
iaratian  teat  fiUd:  but  no  eommiealon  ehan  ieauetberenpon, 
imfeae  U  be  eued  ont  within  two  calendar  montba  next  after 
the  inaertion  of  each  adirertioement,  and  utdeM  each  adver- 
CMement  shall  have  been  inaertrd  in  the  London  Gfts«tte  wlihfn 
j^hi  daye  after  each  declaration  filed.  And  no  docket  ehall 
beairock  upon  each  aa  of  bankruptcy  betore  the  expiration  of 
Ibur  dayi  next  after  each  inaeruon  of  euch  advertiBement,  in 
caae  auch  commiaelon  Is  to  be  execnted  in  London;  or  before 
ttie  expiraiion  of  elgbt  day*  next  after  each  Inaertion,  in  caae 
auch  commiaalon  ia  to  be  eaecuied  in  the  country:  and  the 
Gaaetie  containing  auch  advertisement  ahall  be  evidence  to  be 
received  of  each  declaration  harinf  been  filed." 

Having  rea4  this  section,  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  ez- 
plicii,  and  precluded  argameot.  The  Yolantary 
action  of  the  debtor,  which  it  anthorixed,  was  lim- 
ited to  the  mere  filing  of  the  declaration  of  insol- 
Tcncy.  It  went  no  farther;  and  it  was  confined  to 
traders — to  the  trading  classes — ^who,  alone,  were 
anbject  to  the  laws  of  bankruptcy.  Mr.  B.  said 
his  first  error,  inaeiiog  upon  this  idea  of  volnntary 
bankruptcy,  applicable  both  to  traders  and  those 
who  were  not,  was  committed  in  1897,  soon  after 
the  British  act  passed,  and  when  he  had  not  seen  it. 
It  was,  in  fact,  only  one  or  two  years  ago  that  he 
bad  seen  the  statute;  and,  from  that  time,  had  re- 
nounced the  error. 

.  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  English  had,  as  we  all 
knew,  an  wsoLTniT  ststsm,  as  well  as  a  bavk- 
Knrr  srvniif .  They  had  an  Imsoltbmt  DnvoRs* 
Court,  as  well  as  a  Bankrupt  Court;  and  both 
theat  were  kept  separate,  althoagh  there  were  no 
Statu  in  England  to  be  trodden  under  foot  by 
treading  down  the  insolvent  laws.  No  bo  with  us. 
Our  insolrent  laws^  though  belonging  to  States 
called  sovereign,  are  all  trampled  under  foot  1 
There  would  be  a  time  to  go  into  this.  At  present, 
Mr.  B.  would  only  say  that,  in  England,  bankiupt- 
ey  and  insolvency  were  still  kept  distinct;  and  no 
insolvent  trader  was  allowed  to  proceed  as  a  bank- 
rupt. On  the  contrary,  an  insolvent,  applying  in 
the  Insolvent  Debtoia'  Court  for  the  release  of  his 

Kraon,  could  not  proceed  one  step  beyond  filing 
r  declaration.  At  that  point  the  creditors  took  np 
the  declaration,  if  they  pleased,  transferred  ihe 
cose  to  the  Bankrupt  Court,  and  prosecuted  the 
case  in  that  court.  This  is  done  by  virtue  of  the 
13tb  section  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Act  of  7th 
Geo.  IV.,  (1637.)  Mr.  B.  read  the  section,  as  fol- 
lews:  * 

Insolvent  debtors  act  o]  7th  year  of  George  JV^  (1827.) 
Sbc.  13.  "itnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  filing  of  the 
potition  of  every  peraoii  lo  actual  cuaiody.  who  ahall  be  aub- 
jcct  to  the  lawa  concerning  bankrupt,  and  who  ahall  apply  by 
peittion  to  the  mid  court  for  hia  or  her  diadiarge  from  euatody, 
according  to  thiaact,  aliaH  be  accounted  and  adjudged  an  aet 
of  bvmkruptcy  from  the  time  of  fUing  eueh  petition;  and 
that  any  eommieeion  laauiDg  againat  auch  peraon,  and  under 
which  ne  or  she  ahall  be  declared  bankrupt  Wore  the  time  ap. 
poimed  by  the  aaid  court,  and  ad?ertiaed  in  the  London  Oa- 
«eM«^  for  hearing  the  naiiera  of  auch  petition,  or  at  any  tinje 
within  (wo  calendar  montiia  from  the  time  of  filing  euch  peti- 
tion, ehall  hare  effect  to  avoid  any  conveyance  and  aaaignment 
of  the  eataie  and  efftctaof  auch  penon,  which  ahall  have  been 
made  io  ponraance  of  the  proriaiona of  thia  act:  Provided^  ml- 
i^oye,  That  the  filing  of  auch  petition  altall  not  be  deemed  an 
act  of  bankruptcy,  unleee  auch  peraon  be  eo  declared  bankrupt 
before  the  time  ao  advertiaed  aa  aforeaaid,  or  within  auch  two 
calendar  montha  aaaforeaald:  but  tliat  every  auch  conveyance 
and  aaaignment  ahall  be  good  and  valid,  notwithataadinc  any 
cemmiaaion  of  bankruptcy  under  which  each  penen  ahall  ne  de- 
clared bankrupt  after  the  time  ao  advertiaed  aa  aforeaatd,  and 
after  the  expirttioa  of  euch  two  calendar  montba  aa  afoia- 
aaia." 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  accords  with  the  section  of 
the  year  before  in  the  bankrupt  act.  The  two  sec- 
tions are  accordant,  and  identical  in  thfir  pro- 
visions. They  keep  up  the  great  distinction  be- 
tween insolvency  and  baokruptcy,  which  some  of 
our  judges  have  undertaken  to  abrogate:  they  keep 
np,  also,  the  great  distinction  between  the  proper 
subjects  of  bankruptcy — to  wit:  traders,  and  those 
who  are  not  traders;  and  they  keep  up  the  distine* 
tfon  between  the  release  of  the  person  (which  is 
the  object  of  insolvent  laws)  and  the  ex'tinciion  of 
the  debt  with  the  consent  of  creditors,  which  is  tb^ 
object  of  insolvent  systems.    By  this  section,  i 


the  <^MT«ei»"  in  custody  who  files  declaration  of  in- 
solvency shall  be  a  trader^  subject  to  the  laws  ef 
bankruptcy,  it  only  operates  as  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy, upon  which  the  creditois  may  proceed,  or 
not,  as  they  please.  If  they  proceed,  it  is  done  by 
suing  ont  a  commission  of  bankruptcy;  which  car- 
ries the  case  to  the  bi^nkmpt  court.  If  the  creditors 
do  not  proceed,  the  petition  of  the  insolvent  trader 
only  releases  his  person.  Being  subject  to  bank- 
ruptcy, h's  creditors  may  call  him  into  the  bank- 
rupt court,  if  they  please;  if  they  do  not,  he  cannot 
take  it  there,  nor  claim  the  benefit  of  bankruptcy  in 
the  insolvent  court:  he  can  only  get  his  person  re- 
leased. This  is  clear  from  the  section;  and  our 
act  of  1840  committed  something  worse  than  a  fol- 
ly in  not  copying  this  section.  That  act  creates 
two  sorts  or  bankrnpicy — voluntary  and  involun- 
tary—and, by  a  singular  folly,  makes  them  con- 
Tcriible !  so  that  all  may  be  volunteers,  if  they 
please.  It  makes  merchants,  traders,  bankers,  and 
some  others  of  the  trading  classes,  subject  to  invol- 
untary banhrupicy:  then  it  gives  all  ^ertent  what- 
ever the  right  to  proceed  yoluntariiy.  Thus  the  in- 
voluntary (iubjects  of  bankruptcy  may  become 
volunteers;  and  the  distinction  becomes  ridiculous 
and  null.  Oar  act,  which  is  compiled  from  the 
English  Insolvent  Debtors  Act,  and  it  itself  noth- 
ing but  an  insolvent  law  perverted  to  the  abolition 
of  debts  at  the  will  of  the  debtor,  should  hare  cop 
ied  the  13th  seciion  of  the  English  Insolvent  law: 
for  want  of  copying  this,  it  annihilated  involuntary 
'  bankruptcy— made  all  persons,  traders  or  not,  vol- 
unteers who  chose  to  be  so— released  all  debts,  at 
the  will  o»  the  debtor,  without  the  consent  of  a 
single  creditor— and  committed  the  most  daring 
outrage  upon  the  laws  of  property  which  the  world 
ever  beheld! 

The  petition  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Di»> 
trict  ef  Columbia,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  ttom  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Cas- 
per W.  Weaver. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  adverse  to  the  p'>ssage  of  the  bill  from  the 
House,  for  the  relief  of  Gorham  A.  Worth,  one  of 
the  sureties  of  Samuel  Edmunds,  deceased. 

Mr.  D  ,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  refened  tbe  petition  of  Alexander  M.  Jen- 
kins, and  others,  sureties  of  William  Linn,  late  re- 
ceiver at  Yandalia,  Illinois,  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged from  their  joint  liabilities  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  distributive  proportions  of  Ihe  judg- 
ments obtained  against  them,  respectively,  made  an 
adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Aff'airs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  pf  the  claim  of  Anne  F.  Qreen,  and 
other  heirs  at-Iaw  of  Com.  Samuel  Nicholson,  de- 
ceased, there  being  ne  evidence  on  which  to  sus- 
tain the  claim. 

Mr.  PULTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  .bill  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Tucker,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  papers  of  Ephraim 
Sprsgoe,  touching  his  claim  for  losses  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Grant,  of  New  Orleans,  praying  permission  to  sue 
the  United  Sutes  for  damages  incurred  by  the 
breach  of  a  contract  with  the  Engineer  Department, 
for  removing  a  bar  in  the  Choctaw  pass,  in  the 
harbor  of  Mobile:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  additional  documents 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Lieut.  R.  D.  Collins,  for 
compensation  for  services  in  Florida  as  quarter- 
master; which  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  from 
John  McClintock  and  others,  of  Portf  month,  New 
Hampshire,  praying  indemnity  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  the  French  prior  to  1800;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table,  with  the  bill  on  that  subject. 
.  The  bill  to  extend  the  Patent  Office  to  9th  street, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents. 


The  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  tbe  Census  returns  and  Compehidinm 
of  the  Sixih  Census,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Gardner  and 
others,  directors  of  an  association  called  the  New 
England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  was  taken 
np  as  in  committee  of*the  whole,  en  an  amendment 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  the  amendment 
was  intended  to  guard  the  interest  of  the''  United 
States. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  BENTON  and 
TAPPAN^  adverse  to  the  bill,  and  by  Mr.  BER^ 
RIBN  in  its  defence,  it  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
KING,  postponed  till  Monday  next,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  that  day. 

REPORT  ON  THE  FINE  ON  GENERAL 

JACKSON. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Lihh  on  yes- 
terday, to  print  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  majority,  and  30,000  of  th^  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 
bill  to  indemnify  (General  Andrew  Jackson  for 
damages  sustained  in  the  discharge  of  his  oiftsial 
duties,  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  see  what  interest 
Senators  could  feel  in  sending  the  reports  abroad  in 
this  way,  as  every  newspaper  in  the  country  wonbl 
publish  them;  and  they  would  be  widely  dissemina- 
ted long  before  the  extra  copies  coh  Id  be  printed 
and  ready  for  distribution.  If  it  was  intended  to 
pay  a  compliment  to  some  one— either  the  author 
of  the  minority  report,  or  General  Jackson  himself— 
be  would  not  be  itnwilling  to  entertain  the  pn^po- 
sition  to  print  a  reasonable  number  of  extra  copies; 
but  he  thought  it  really  an  unnecessary  and  naefess 
expense  to  order  the  quantity  required  by  this  mo- 
tion* 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  tbe  printui^  of  the 
report  would  not  be,i)y  any  tneans,  an  expensive 
job.  The  report  was  very  brief.  The  objection 
to  printing  it,  therefore,  could  not  be  on  the 
ground  of  expense.  He  had  no  doubt  it  wonld 
be  a  source  of  gratification  to  the  people  of  the 
country  to  see  the  grounds  on  which  the  Judiciary 
Committee  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate. 
Many  of  the  Senators  here  had  receired  their  in- 
structions on  the  subject  of  this  bill,  and  they  would 
no  doubt  be  pleased  to  furnish  their  cbnstttnents 
with  the  position  in  which  the  matter  stands.  This 
would  be  a  good  way  to  do  it-rfor  their  eonstiia- 
ents  would  see  both  sides  iti  these'  reports.  On  the 
score  of  expense,  it  was  a  small  matter  to  oontend 
about. 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  merely  to  remark  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him  the  only  object  they  could  have  in 
ordering  the  printing,  of  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  any  document  was,  that  it  might  have  a  greater 
circulation  than  it  would  naturally  obtain  through 
the  newspapers,  either  on  account  of  its  great 
length  or  some  other  cause,  which  possibly  might 
exclude  it  from  the  columns  of  the  public  newspa- 
pers. But,  as  to  these  reports,  both  of  them  to- 
gether voold  scarcely  fill  a  single  column:  they 
scarcely  exceeded  the  size  of  an  ordinary  letter.  If 
they  did  oider  the  printing,  ihen,  it  would  not  be 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  for  it  a  larger  circula- 
tion, but  in  order  to  pay  a  compliment  to  some 
one  or  other — either  to  the  auttior  of  the  report,  or  to 
General  Jackson.  But  he  would  submit  to  the 
Senate  whether  it  was  proper  to  order  the  printing 
for  such  a  purpose,  no  matter  how  well-merited  the 
compliaient  might  be.  With  these  views,  be  felt 
constrained  to  vote  against  the  proposition. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  said  he  wotild  not 
consider  the  mere  object  of  paying  a  compliment, 
a  legitimate  reason  for  incurring  the  expense  of 
extr4  copies  out  of  the  public  money. «  But  this 
was  a  different  case,  as  the  expense  was  to  be  in- 
curred for  the  information  of  the  people.  It  is 
necessary  to  spread  before  the  people,  in  an  authen- 
tic form,  the  reports  of  themsjoritf  and  minority 
of  the  committee  to  which  the  Senate  referred  the 
bill.  The  arguments  thus  presented  will  enable 
the  American  people  to  judge  whether  this  fine  is 
to  be  refunded,  and  in  what  manner.  They  will 
be  enabled  to  give  expression  to  their  opinions, 
and  to  make  it  known  to  their  representatives, 
wSiether  they  approve  of  Qeaeral  Jackson^  ooft^ 
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daoc  fti  New  Orleans  or  not.  His  (Mr.  S.'s)  ob- 
ject w«e  to  obisiA  Ibe  opinioik  of  the  ^^nvmn 
people  «ii  the  tolltat  iaforaation  that  eoaldbe 
^mWifdlo  them,  and  therdbre,  wiietber  tlM  ex- 
penee  vas  great  orsmall,  it  woald  maJte  ao  dif- 
femiee  tb  the  7010  he  should  give  to  aoeompliih 
that  objeet.  Qaviag  giitea  -the  people  this  infev- 
nMtiDn,aBd  ascenaiaikd  their  will,  he  should  obej 
tbairinjanetioh.    '     . 

Mr^  LINN  ob^rved  that  his  friend  from  Vir- 
^  giada  seemed  to  imply  that  it  was  in  compliment  to 
ihe  author  of  the  minori<y  report  that  he  had  made 
this  motion.    He  ^nld  assare  tUh  Senator*  if  sach 
wae  his  impiesBioj^lhat  he  had  had  no  snch  idea  as 
that  of  merety  paying  eompliments  in  thiat  way. 
Thronghoot  the  whole  affair,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject, he  bad.  had  other  motives  for  what  he  had 
dohe;  aud  he  was  still  actaated  by  the  same  mo- 
tives.   Before  the  subject  was  broaght  np,  last  ses- 
sjoD  of  Congress,  and  daring  its  snl^eqnent  diseie- 
mon,  the  grotind  was  taken,  by  the  political  oppo- 
nents of  Ckn.  Jackson,  that  be  never  had  paid  this 
fine  himeelf;  and,  consequently,  his  friends  were 
subject^  to  the  imputation  of  asking  for  him  the 
fcpayment   of  money    to   which  he  could  have 
no    claim.      His    object    was    to    brine    this 
question  to  the  test;  and  be  considered  that  be  had 
now  done  so;  for,  although  there  is  nothing  in  the 
report  of  tbe  majority  of  the  commntee  directly 
afl^rmiktoiy  of  the  fact»  there  is  a  tacit  admission, 
which  it  is  important  should  go  to  the  public  in  an 
aothei^ic  form.    The  calnmny  was  gpiog  through 
the  cotmtry  like  wildfire,  that  Qeneral  Jackson  did 
not  pay  f  be  fine.    The  discussion  on  thb  bill,  both 
last  session  and  the  present  session,  bad  set  that 
question  at  rest.    It  was  in  every  respect  desirable 
that  these  reports  should  be  disseminated.    The 
commiitee  should  stand  responsible  for  iis  recom- 
mendation of  an  amendment  to  place  the  repay- 
ment of  the  fine,  on  the  ground  of  General  Jack* 
aon's  military  services,  and  not  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice. 

.  Mr.  ALLEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  reflblatioD;  which  were  ordered,  and  were  as 
follows: ,. 

YEA&— llflMri.  Alton,  B«)toa,  Bacbanan,  Fnlloa,  King, 
Lino,  MCRolMrtfl,  Sector,  Smith  5f  CoDnacUcut,  Storgeon,  Tap- 
pan,  Walkar,  Wilcox,  WiiUama,  WMdbttiy,  wBght^  and 
Young— 17. 
ATI 


NATa-^win.  Archer,  Bkrrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Barrieo, 
Choate,  ClayUH),'  Ooond,  Grafta,  Crittandan,  Dayton,  Bvana, 
Graham,  Hnntiogtob,  Kerr,  McDuflie,  Maagum,  Miller,  Mare- 
haad,  Forter,  0antth«f  Indiana,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 23. 

80  the  Senate  refused  to  print  the  reports  for 
drenlation  among  the  people. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  aetde,  on'  certain  terms,  the  liabil- 
ities of  the  sureties  of  Gordon  D.  Boyd,  late  re- 
ceiver of  pablio  moneys  at  Columbus,  MissiBsippi, 
was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  read. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  explained  the  purpose  and 
object  of  the  resolution.  From  Mr.  H.'s  state- 
ment, it  appeared  thai,  x  at  the  time  of  the  specula- 
tions in  Mississippi  lands,  &.  D.  Boyd,  the  receiver 
of  public  monpjs  at  tbe  land  olfiee  of  Columbus, 
was  in  the  habit  of  giving  certificates  of  entries  to 
pereona  who  did  not  pay  him  in  money,  but  gave 
checks  on  distant  banks.  Several  of  these  cbeckt 
were  dishonored;  and,  in  consequence,  Boyd  be- 
came a  defaulter..  The  lands,  in  some  cases,  were 
conveyed  to  him,  or  his  securiiie^;  and  Uie  object 
of  this  joint  resointion  waato  autborizs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  if  he  fonnd  it  to  be  best  for 
the  -public  interest,  to  take  the  lands  in  discharge  of 
the  debt,  at  the  original  price  from  the  land  oiBce  of 
fl  35  per  acre.  • 

Mr,  KING  objected  to  any  such  compromise. 
If  the  sureties  were  able  to  pay,  they  should  be 
required  to  make  good  the  whole  of  the  defalca- 
tion. No.  copntenanee  should  be  given  to  such  a 
line  of  conduct  as  that  practised  in  this  instance. 
At  the  tise  of  these  speculations  it  was  known  that 
vast  tracts  were  bought  and  called  over;  anJ  now 
it  was  pf  oposed  to  allow  the  fefuse  of  these  tracts^ 
not  worth,  petnaps,  %5  ceats  an  acre — to  be  handed 
back  to  the  Government  at  |1  95.  Mr.  K.,  at 
some  length,  pointed  out  the  injurious  tendencies  of 
aueh  a  courfte.  1 

Mr.  BVANS  explained  that  the  joint  resolution  ] 
mcfdy  gare  the  Tieafeury  Department  power>to  | 


make  the  arrangement,  if  nothing  better  could  be 
done. 

Mr.  HBNDBRSON  made  an  explanation  in 
relation  to  decisions  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  in  Mississippi,  which  rendered  it 
donbtful  whether  the  United  Stales  could  make  a 
better  arrangeinent. 

Mr.  WALKBR  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
matter  was  not  properly  understood.  On  the  facts 
of  the  case,  as  p^resented  to  the  circuit  eourt  in 
Mississippi,  no  lawyer  could  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  propriety  of  the  decision.  The  ease  was  this: 
When  Mr.  Boyd  was  appointed  receirer,  in  ma- 
king out  the  bonds  for  bis  securities,  an  error  was 
committed,  which  was  the  occasion  of  their  not 
being  signed.  New  bonds  were  preparing,  to  be 
signed  by  new  securities;  and,  in  this  interval,  he 
i&soed  the  certificates  of  entries,  for  which  be  was 
not  paid  the  money.  The  court  decided  that  the 
sureties  who  did  not  till  subsequently  become  his 
securities,  were  not  liable  by  tbeir  l%nds  to  that 
extent.  Now,  with  regard  to  so  much  of  the  de- 
falcation as  origii^atpd  in  this  interval,  if  taking 
back  the  lands  was  the  best  that  could  be  done,  he 
was  willing  to  support  the  resolution;  but  no  fur- 
ther. 

After  A  few  remarks  from  Mr-  EVANS,  the 
question  was  taken  00  the  passage  of  the  joint  res- 
olution, and  decided  in  the  negative:  so  the  resolu- 
tion was  rejected. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  taken  up, 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed:       v 

Senate  bill  to  re-enact  and  continue  in  operation 
the  several  acts  now  in  foice  for  the  relief  of  in- 
solvent debtors  of  the  United  Slates. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wareham  Eingsley. 

Srnate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Monroe. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  De  Bays, 
postmaster  of  New  Orleans. 

Senate  bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  dis- 
posing of  the  lead  mineral  lands  in  the  States  of 
Arkansas  and  Illinois,  and  Territories  of  Wiscon- 
sin and  Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  cf  Joshua  Drew. 

And  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Snow  Y. 
Sears* 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  came  up  as  the 
uofiniahed  business;  the  question  pending  being, 
•«Sball  this  bill  pass)'* 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
adopted  by  the  Senate;  for  be  considered  it  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  it  should  pass,  notwi^- 
staadiog  the  reasons  which  had  been  assigned  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  on  a  farmer  day,  against  its 
passage.  It  appeared  that,  by  certain  treatjr  stip- 
ulations between  this  Government  and  Great  Britain, ' 
entered  into  in  the  year  1&18,  the  British  had  the 
right  of  trading  throughout  the  whole  of  that  ter- 
litory;  of  entering  into  all  the  ports  and  harbors 
upon  the  coast;  and  of  carrying  on  their  trade 
therein,  as  freely  and  a«  fully  as  might  be  done  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Under  this  treaty, 
the  British  Trading  Company  had  erected  a  fort, 
calUd  Fort  Vancouver,  and  bad  settled  and  cnlti- 
vated  some  of  the  adjacent  I^nds;  but  to  what  ex- 
tent, he  (Mr.  Tiffin)  did  not  know. 

And  now  (said  Mr.  Tippiii)  we  have  the  prop- 
osition advanced  in  this  Senate,  that  these  treaty 
stipulations  give  10  Great  Britain  a  tenancy  in 
common  widi  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  within  the  Oregon  Territory — that  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  oecopj  it 
wiih  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  No  Sena- 
tor had  intimated  any  doubt  as  to  the  tide  of  the 
United  States  to  the  territory,  founded  upon  dis- 
covery and  upon  treaties.  As  to  the  treaty  or 
convention  of  I8I81  although  he  thought  the  con- 
strnction  put  on  it  by  honorable  Senators  was  quite 
a  forced  construction,  he  would  guard  against  the 
consequences  of  such  construction,  that  it  might 
not  grow  up  into  an  admitted  claim  to  the  whole 
territory. 

Mr.  CALQOUN  said  he  had  merely  stated  what 
interpretation  was  put  upon  the  treaty;  he  had  given 
no  opinion  as  to  ^  the  correctness  of  that  ihterprela- 
tion. 


Mr.  TAPPAN  said  the  Senafe  would  ^eCoUeet 
tiiat  there  had  been  reeently  before  them  a  qttcs> 
tion  as  to  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United 
Smtes.  Tbst  question  had  arisen  flrom  theaame 
kind  of  carelessness  or  ignorance  in  our  negotiators 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  which  seems  to  have  pre- 
vailed  in  negotiating  the  convention  of  191€.' 

6y  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  the  northwest 
comer  of  Nova  Scotia  was  the  point  from  which 
the  bouhdary  line  of  the  United  States  was  16  be 
run,  and  it  was  the  point  at  which  that  boundary 
line  was  to  terminste.  Whatever  uneertafnty  there 
might  be  in  the  description  of  any  part  of  that 
boundary,  there  was  none  whatever  in  the  ptace 
where  the  line  should  begin  and  end;  nor  vitss 
there  any  difficulty,  doubt,  or  oneeriainty  ai!  io 
where  tbAt  northwest  comer  was  to  be  fdiund* 
The  map  which  it  is  known  the  commissioners  had 
before  them  and  used,  as  well  as  all  the  fihgHsh 
maps  of  their  North  American  possessions,  agreed 
in  placing  this  corner  far  north  of  the  St.  Xohn 
river,  and  west  of  the  bay  of  Chaleurs.  '  I  sp^i^k 
of  English  maps,  because  it  is  well  known  that  tfahe 
French  claimed  that  Ihe  northern  part  of  Maibe 
belonged  to  Canada,  and  laid  it  down  accordmgly 
on  their  inaps  of  that  country,  even  after  the  peace 
of  17S3.  Any  ordinary  country  surveyor  tnfght 
have  at^certained  where  that  northwest  oomei  of 
Nova  Scotia  was,  and  from  that  might  have  run 
the  notth  line  of  Maine;  nor  would  any  two  hohest 
surveyors  have  differed  as  to  the  position  of  "the 
comer,  or  the  line  to  be  run  from  or  to  it. 

This  matter,  so  clear,  and,  until  then,  undisputed^ 
was  made  doubtful  and  uncertain  by  oor  negotia- 
tors of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.    If  that  tretty,  ittstead 
of  stipulating  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mission '*to  rim  and  mark  the  boundary  lice-  be* 
tween  the  two  Governments,**  had  reqjDired  such 
commission  'Uo  ascertain  the  northwest  corner  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  to  run  the  line  from  and  10  that 
point,"  no  difficulty  would  ever ^  have  arisen  be- 
tween  the    two  Governments  as   to  either   tha 
north  or  east  line  of.  Maine;  but,  as  the  trea^ 
stipulated   that   if   the  commissioners  disagreed 
where  the  line  was,  it  should  be  left  to  soma 
friendly  power  to  determine,   the  British  Gkv- 
ernmenty   with    their    usual    adroitness,    seized 
upon    this   agreement   to    draw   off  the    atten* 
tion  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  from  the  true  point  for  settlement,  and  fix 
it  upon  an  inquiry  and  examination  as  to  where  are 
the  highlands  mentioned  .in  the  treaty  Xif  peace. 
The  British  Government,  after   raising  this  con* 
troversy,  took  possession  of  the  country  north  of 
the  St.  John,  and  held  it  by  military  force.    Yoa 
all  know  (said  Mr.  T.)  the  long  train  of  negotia- 
tion which  we   have    been   amused  with  upon 
thi«  matter;  the  reference  of  the  question  of  *' where 
were  the  highlands"  to  the  King  of  Holland;  his 
award,  and  the  rejection  of  it  by  this  Government- 
He  would  now  ask  the  attention  ef  the  Senate  to 
the  close  of  this  controversy  to  the  treaty  recently- 
concluded  with  Lord  Ashborton.    The  negotiation 
of  this  treaty  shows  the  complete  success  of  British 
diplomacy.    A  territory  which  had  been  ours,  not 
only  without  dispute,  but  without  any  suspicipu  as 
to  the  goodness  of  our  title,  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  until  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  was  admitted  by 
our  own  Secretary  of  State  to  have  never  belonged 
to  us.    When  the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
was  Imd  l>efore  the  Senate,  with  the  correspond- 
ence which  led  to  it,  it  was  seen  that  ih^.  boundary 
seuled  by  it,  between  our  possessions  and  the  Brit- 
ish, was  one  proposed  by  our  Government,  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  British  negotiator,  giving  them  all 
the  territory  north  of  the  St.  John,  and  a  large 
tract  west,  which  they  had  nev^  claimed.    We 
lost  all  this  (said  Mr.  T.)by  negotiation^ and  would 
not  regain  it  without  a  war;  for  In  any  future  nego- 
tiation or  reference  as  to  the  north  line  of  Maine,  we 
could  not  expect  the  British  to  recede  from  the  St. 
John,   when   we  had   offered,  not   to  ee<!e   the 
country  north  of  that  river  for  an  equivalent,  but 
10  fix  upon  that  ai  the  true  boundary  intended  to 
be  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783.  For  this  reason, 
he  voted  to  rafify  this  treaty.    The  boundary  was 
our  own  proposition;  and  we  would  be  considered 
by  the  whole  civilised  world  as  precluded  from 
advansingaolaim  to  a  more  nonhejn  boundary. 
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Tbe  lerritory  wis  lost  by  onr  own  folly,  tad  eoald 
not  be  rfgained  without  a  war;  and  war,  in  the 
preant  siateof  the  conntry,  (which  he  wonld  not 
azptatin,  as  it  was  understood  by  ev«ty  SeBatoi\D 
was,  with  him,  entirely  ioipr.  jtfeable. 

Individoals  (said  Mr.  T.)  are  palled  fools  if  they 
will  not  profit  by  their  own  ezperienee:  so  are  na- 
tions. If,  soon  after  the  treaty  of  1783,  -  we  bad 
granted  the  land  in  the  north  part  of  Maine,  and 
inTited  a  settlement  to  be  made  on  it,  it  wonld 
never  hare  been  claimed  by  Qieat  Britain.  The 
northwest  comer  of  Nots  Scotia  would  now  be 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  United  States.  Bat, 
instead  of  settling  it  ourselves,  we  let  the  British 
settle  it;  we  negotiated  until  it  was  gone  from  us. 
He  was  for  taking  a  very  different  course  with  the 
Oregon  Territory.  He  wonld  let  the  hardy  West- 
ern yeomanjry  in  apon  that  country;  he  would 
Slant  fifty  thousand  rifles  there,  in  hands  that  knew 
ow  to  use  then;  and  no  more  wonld  be  heard  of 
British  claimants,  or  British  claima  to  that  terri- 
tory. If  (said  Mr.  T.)  this  is  not  done— if,  from 
fear  of  ofi'ending  our  old  mother,  we  forbear  to 
take  strong  possession  of  the  country,  and  go  on 
negotiating  and  arbitrating  about  it  as  we  did  about 
Maine— by-and-by  some  Secretary  of  State  will  be 
found  proposing  the  line  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
as  the  Western  boundary  of  our  glorious  Union. 
Yes,  and  proposing  it  when  we  dare. not  involve 
the  nation  in  a  war.  He  wonld  trust  to  no  such 
contingency.  He  would  settle  the  country  imme- 
diately, and  hold  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SBVIER,  who  intimated  a 
desire  to  examine  certain  documents  relating  to  this 
subject,  the  bill  was  informally  passed  o?er. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdmbsdat,  January  11, 1843. 

Mr.  LEVY  offered  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  communicate  to  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  report,  survey,  and  estimate, 
with  reference  to  the  improvement  of  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Suwanee;  and  also,  that  he  prepare 
and  furnish  the  House  with  estimates  of  the  sum 
required  to  oonstract  a  railroad  to  connect  the  St. 
*  John  and  Suwanee  rivers. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  everything  out  of 
the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  KINQ  said  he  had  a  resolution,  which  was 
simply  one  of  inquiry,,  and  would  nor  occupy  a 
.  minute;  hot  the  objection  was  not  withdrawn. 

Mr.  READ  presented  a  petition  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  SPEA&ER  then  called  for  reports  of  com- 
mittees, and  the  following  were  presented: 

Mr.  OSBORNE,  from  the  Oommittee  of  Claims, 
repotted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  A.  Win- 
slow;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  otMr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  (Committee  on  Ck>i)imerce  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  petitions 
of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Thames  river;  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Tbe  same  committee,  on  like  motions,  was  dis- 
charged from  other  petiiions  and  memorials  on  va- 
rious subjects. 

Mr.  HOLMES  presented  a  petition  of  John  H. 
Sargent,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
an  amendment  of  the  law  regulating  the  granting 
of  patents  for  inventions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY,  it  was 

JUBolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  theTreuory  report  to  this 
Houie  the  amoant  of  goods  loet  by  fire  in  the  pablic  etoree  in 
Uie  city  of  New  York,  daring  the  iaet  ten  yean,  and  tbe  duiiee 
that  would  liave  been  paid  on  such  gooda  if  they  had  not  been 
destroyed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

Ruolvedt  That  the  Committee  of  Wara  and  Means  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  so  much  of  the  gen- 
eral estimates  of  appropriations  for  I843-'44  as  relates  to  the 
rebuilding  of  the  iight^house  on  Brandy  wine  shoal,  Delaware 
Bay,  and  to  the  construction  of  a  light-house  on  Flynn's  Knoll, 
near  Bandy  Hoolc;  and  that  the  subjects  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was 

Re99t»edt  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  dis- 
charged nrom  tha  further  coDsideimtlon  of  th^foUowiug  resolu- 


Uon,  Tis:  "/texofeed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instruaed  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of 
so  amending  the  act  of  the  iSth  of  AuguMlast,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  for  tbe  settlement  of  certain  accounts  for  thesup- 

Cort  of  Government  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,'  as  to  euihor- 
le  the  Legislatures  of  the  respecuve  Territories  of  the  United 
States  to  employ  a  Bofflcient  number  of  officers  and  attendants 
fovthe  transacuop  of  the  public  business,  and  to  regulate  their 
per  diem  compensation,  so  that  it  shall  not.  in  the  aggregate, 
exceed  the  sum  of  $3  per  da^  to  each;  and  that  they  report  by 
bill,  or  othwrwise;"  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Tenitoriea. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  POPE,  from  the  Ck)mmittee  on  the  Territo- 
ries, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  election  or  ap- 
pointment of  officers  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  POPE  submitted  a  resolution .  to  set  apart 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  the  last  day 
of  January  and  the  first  two  days  of  February,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  business  relating  to  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  agree  to  the  resolution.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  take  up  the  Territorial  business  at  the 
proper  time;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  fix  speci- 
fic days,  on  which  it  should  override  all  other  busi- 
ness, how  important  soever  it  might  be. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  said,  at  previous 
sessions  five  days  had  been  usually  appropriated  to 
Territorial  business;  but  now,  only  three  days  were 
asked. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  reminded  the  House 
that  there  were  but  45  legislative  days  remaining 
of  this  short  session. 

Mr.  POPE  explained. 

Mr.  BLACK  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
agreed  to.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  important 
business  in  which  the  Territories  were  concerned, 
which  must  be  laid  before  the  Hou«e  during  the 
present  session.  There  was  the  boundary  difficulty 
between  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  which  was  eliciting  much  warmth  of  feeling, 
and  which  he  hoped  the  House  would  take  some 
steps  to  settle.  He  entreated  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  iheiefore,  not  to  oppose  tbe  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  for  three  days  would 
be  barely  sufficient  for  the  disposal  of  tbe  business 
to  come  before  them. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  would  consent  to  two. 
days  being  set  apart  for  the  Territorial  business; 
and  he  suggested  the  first  Friday  and  Saturday 
in  February.  (Cries  of  "And  meet  at  10  oHsiock.'*) 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  previous  question, 
observing  that  the  time  proposed  in  the  resolution 
was  short  enough. 

The  previouis  question  was  sustained  by  the 
House,  the  amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  was  negatived,  and  the  original  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLACK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Terri- 
tories, reported  a  bill  to  amend  **An  act  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  certain  accounts  for  the  su  - 
port  of  Government  in  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  for  other  purposes;''  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bowns,]  in 
relation  to  the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  of  General 
Jackson,  would  take  precedence  during  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

That  subject  was  thep  taken  up,  on  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wm.  0.  Butler] 
had  the  floor. 

Mr.  WM.  0.  BUTLER  addressed  the  House 
during  the  hour,  in  vindication  of  Gen.  Jackson *s 
course,  and  in  advocacy  of  a  return  of  the  fine. 

Mr.  HUNT  obtained  the  floor;  but  the  morning 
hour  having  expired,  the  subject  went  over. 

THE  EXCHEGIUER. 

The  SPEAKER  annonnced  tbe  resolution  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  expressive  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  adopt  the  ex- 
chequer plan  of  the  Executive,  to  be  the  next 
business  in  order. 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  who  had  the  floor  from 
yasterday,  then  resumed  the  diaenssion.  He  com- 
menced by  remarking  that  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  PaorpiT,]  in  the  course  of  his  remaiks 
last  night,  took  occasion  to  introduce  the  name  of 
Mr.  Clay— as  he  (Mr.  U.)  thouahf,  without  aay 
great  propriety — in  an  attempt  to  illustrate,  as  the 
gentleman  had  said,  the  influence  of  conspienoos 
individuals  in  the  administration  of  the  aflfaifs  of 
a  bank  of  the  United  Stales.  He  had  subsequently 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  editors  of  a 

morning  paper: 

• 

WAnuMaTOM,  January  lOth,  1813. 

Meaera.  Galea  amd  Sbatom  :  jbi  an  argamoDt  made  by  me, 
to-day,  intheHouae  of  Rafireeeuuilivee,  1  aaaertod  thai  the  Baok 
of  the  United  States  had,  m  many  Instaocea,  been  ioflaenced,  in 
the  granting  of  accoDimodaiiona,  by  peiaons  high  in  power,  ud 
by  poliiiciaoa  of  conspicaoua  atoading.  This  aaaertloQ  vrai 
made  in  reply  to  (he  aliegation  that  tho  exchequer  plan  of  th» 
President  waa  Hable  to  fall  under  (he  iofluerice  of  men  in  high 
atatioQs;  and  I  laid  that  gentlemen  aKuing  in  faror  of  a  bink 
of  the  United  States  were  seemingly  forgetful  of  the  faaof  iti 
having  been  so  influenced.  I  then  referred  to  a  case  from  P»- 
ters's  Reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Sapreme^Court  of  dn 
United  Stales,  9th  rolume,  page  3812— Bank  of  the  United  Btata 
va.  Wacgener  and  others.  I  staled  that,  after  the  Branch  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  h^  twice  refined 
to  grant  a  loan^  upon  a  third  appllc»uion,  tocoach  tbe  inftaeoM 
or  representation  of  Mr.  Clay  and  other  geotTeman.  the  lou 
was  granted  or  authorized  by  the  parent  board  at  PhiladelpiuB, 
notwithstanding  the  refusal  of  ihe  branch  at  Lexington.  I  alio 
distinctly  stated,  and  repeated,  that  I  dki  not  ioteiid  to  cait  (he 
least  shadow  of  impuiaiion  upon  either  Uie  personal  or  pcditiai 
character  of  Mr.  Claj;  and  neither  did  I  intend  to  say  thai  he 
was  personally  concerned  in  any  manner  with  this  bank  traoa- 
action.  A  eendeman  from  Kentucky  (Jfir.  Umdjbkw0od,  who 
is  now  entitled  to  tbe  floor)  said  that  the  base  referred  lo  by  ma 
would  not  bear  out  my  sMertion.  1  wt>uld  deeply  lameoi  if  I 
should  do  any  person  injustice,  particularly  Mr.  Clay;  and 
therefore  I  hasten  to  give  the  following  extracts  from  the  deda- 
ion  referred  to. 

The  following  Is  an  extract  of  the  facts  In  the  statoment  of 
the  case— Peters'a  Rtportt,  vol.  ix.,  pafre  382: 

"In  the  state  of  things  existing  In  \822,  William  Owena  ap. 
plied  to  the  office  at  Lexington  for  a  loan  of  tSi^XlO,  4n  tba  ootn 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  aaauring  the  bank  that  they  would 
answer  bis  purpose  as  well  as  gold  and  silver.  The  offer  wai 
rejected  by  tbe  directors  of  the  bank;  and,  on  its  renewal,  waa 
again  refused.  ▲  third  time  the  loan  was  applied  for;  the  in« 
terference  of  a  gentleman  connected  with  the  business  of  tbe 
bank  (not  a  director)  to  procure  it  was  solicited  and  obuuiied, 
and  the  application  was  referred  to  the  board  at  Pfiiladelphii, 
by  which  the  loan  was  authorized." 

It  further  appears  from  this  report,  page  385— 

"That  this  negotiation  was  at  ttie  earnest  inetance  of  Oweoi, 
and  for  his  accommodation.  When  he  thought  his  own  »• 
stances  insufficient,  he  sought  the  aid  of  others,  and  especially 
applied  to  Mr.  Clay,  who  waa  counsel  for  the  bank,  vA  to  the 
late  Colonel  Morrison,  who  had  been  president  of  the  office,  to 
use  their  influence  as  his  friends  to  aid  him  in  obtaining  what 
he  asked." 

It  further  appears,  from  a  stAement  of  Mr.  fieicoant,  conn* 
sel  for  the  bank,  on  psge  388:  ''That  the  office  twice  deciiasd 
his  (Owens'a)  application,  and  then  he  employed  the  infloenca 
of  his  friends,  Mr.  Clay  and  Colonel  Morrison,  to  obtain  an 
order  from  the  parent  board." 

I  could  give  other  extrac'a,  if  time  permitted.  My  BsnitioD 
that  Mr.  Clay's  influence  was  sought  and  used  with  tbe  pareot 
bank,  was  based  on  the  authority  of  tbe  facts  thus  diaclosad, 
which  distincilv  show  that  '*a  gentleman  not  a  director,"  bat 
one  ^^conntcttd  toiih  the  hunness  of  the  bank^"  must  have 
meant  Mr.  Clay;  because  Colonel  Morrison  is  stated  only  to 
have  been  president  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Clay ,  aa  appears  by  dn 
record,  was  then  attorney  for  the  bank  at  Lexington. 

I  submit  whether  my  assertion  is  not  sustained  by  tbe  facta, 
and  I  ask  an  immediate  insertion  of  this  letter  in  the  Intelfl- 
fencer,  that  Mr.  Undbrwood  or  anv  other  gentleman  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  correct  aie  ii  I  have  unlntenUoaally 
misiepresented  the  case.  GEORGE  H.  FR0FF1T. 

Mr.  U.  ihen  weni  on  to  say,  (hat  tbe  first  ezinct 
in  (hat  letter  was  not  complete.  It  should  have  gone 
on  and  said:  "A  mortgage  on  real  estate  btiog 
Riven  as  additional  secnriiy  on  tbe  loan;*'  and  then 
it  wonld  have  shown  that,  while  Mr.  Clay  was 
williog  to  use  his  inflnenee  to  obtain  a  loan  for  hii 
friends,  he  took  care  that  ii  was  secured  by  a 
mortgage  en  real  estate*  This  was  »howing  an  ad- 
ditional trait  in  the  character  of  Mr.  Clay,  with 
which  be  (Mr.  U.)  was  satisfied;  bathe  would  ad- 
vise the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Proff/t] 
when,  in  future,  he  wished  to  extract  a  passage 
from  a  ((ccord,  never  to  stop  in  the  middle  ot  a 
sentence,  nor  make  a  full  stop  where  there  should  be 
but  a  comma.  With  some  other  observatioas  oa 
the  transaction  referred  to  in  the  .above  extracts, 
he  dismissed  that  subject^  and  proceeded  to  other 
considerations  connected  with  it.   . 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  by  citing  ihe  name 
o(  Mr.  Clay,  had  desired  to  prove  that  a  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States  would  yield  obedience  to  the  soli* 
citation  of  distinguished  men,  and  would  exerdie 
tbe  expansive  power,  or  grant  loans  and  deal  ia 
exchange  under  tbe  influence  of  politicians;  bat  ia 
all  this,  tbe  geatleman  had  failed  to  draw  an  obvi- 
ous distinction,  which  could  not  fail  to  strike  the 

mind  of  every  man  who  thought  on  the  aobjeet* 
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la  a  baokof  the  United  States,  he  admitted  each 
iAaaence  would  exist,  in  a  greater  or  leas  degree; 
bat  he  contended  that  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
ftom  the  ezereue  of  this  power  by  a  directory  of 
priTate  individaals  was  infinitely  less  than  that 
which  was  threatened  by  its  exercise  by  a  Govern- 
anent,  to  whom  the  excbeqner  scheme  woold  ^i?e 
an  accnmnlation  of  power.  There  was,  therefore, 
no  analogy;  nor  was  there  anytbiog  'in  the  argu- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  which  could  operate  against 
the  establishment  of  a  niitional  bank;  while  the 
full  force  of  his  argument  operated  against  giviog 
SQch  power  to  an  Execative  or  a  Qovernment. 

He.  then  proceeded  to  say  that,  as  they  should 
do  nothing  more  than  discuss  these  questions  da- 
ring the  present  session,  they  might  as  well  ois- 
eoss  them  on  this  resolution  as  in  any  other  way. 
And  the  fiist  remark  which  he  wished  to  make  on 
tlie  enrreacy  qnestioD,  and  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  coun- 
try, was,  that,  by  the  passsge  of  any  one  of  these 
exchequer  bills,  they  would  take  the  subject  from 
private  individnah,  or  a  corporation  cf  private 
stockholders,  and  give  it  to  the  (Sovernment  of  the 
eonntry;  thereby  enlarging  its  powers  to  a  danger- 
ous extent.  The  great  defect  in,  and  the  great  er- 
ror (as  he  conceived)  of,  the  legislation  of  the  conn- 
try  on  the  subject  of  the  currency  in  times  patt,  had 
boen,  that  it  destroyed  the  association  of  private  in- 
dividoals  forming  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
giving  a  currency  to  the  country  through  their 
means.  The  idea  was  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  others  of  that  party,  that  the  associa- 
tion of  wMth,  in  the  shape  of  a  corporation, 
was  dangerous  to  the  liberties  oC  the  country, 
and  was  anti-republican  in  its  tendencies;  but, 
seeing  that  ^  currency  was  necessary,  in  some 
way,  to  meet  -  the  wants  of  the  country,  this 
exchequer  plan  of  tbe  Executive  was  formed, 
with  a  view  toi  gain  popolarity,  and  to  form  a 
middle  party.  And  he  (Mr.  UwDKawooo)  acknowl- 
edged that  tbe  exchequer  plan  woold  give  the 
country  a  currency,  but  it  would  increase  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  Executive  to  a  dangerous  ex- 
tent. He  conceived  they  never  could  have  a  cur- 
rency in  this  country,  which  would  restore  the 
prosperity  of  the  people,  unless  it  was  based  on  an 
association  of  capitalists  in  the  form  of  a  chartered 
national  bank;  and  instead  of  making  sneh  a  cor- 
poration pay  the  Qovemment  a  bomut  and  then 
allow  them  to  make  as  much  interest  as  ihey  could 
on  their  loans  and  on  bills  of  exchange,  the  true 
policy  would  be  to  refuse  a  domis,  and  limit  the 
t>ank  in  the  amount  of  its  profits;  and  thos 
all  temptation  to.  expansion  would  be  taken 
away,  and  thereby  they  would  diminish  the  injury 
to  the  country,  while  they  would  extend  the  bene- 
fits to  every  rank.  The  great  injary  lo  the  country 
at  the  present  time  was  the  restriction  of  its  cur- 
rency, and  its  diminution  to  a  gold  and  silverstand- 
ard.  He  illastrated  this  part  of  the  subject,  by 
stating  its  effect  on  sales  under  an  expanded,  in 
ontra^t  with  tbe  prices  under  a  contracted  cnrren- 
cy;  and  the  difference  produced  in  the  ability  of  the 
people  to  secare  around  them  the  comforts  of  life. 
Now  this  exchequer  plan  of  bis  friend  from  Mas- 
^acbudeits,  instead  of  increasing  the  circulating  me- 
dinmof  theconntry— instead  of  enhancing  the  price 
of  lat>or*-in8tead  of  operating  aa  a  remedy  for  exist- 
ing evils,  simply  proposed  that  there  should  be  dol- 
lar- for  dollar  thrown  into  circulation  for  tbe 
amount  of  specie  in  their'  vaults.  So  far,  there- 
fore, as  it  operated  on  the  prices  of  the  labor  and 
property  of  tbe  coantry,  it  would  have  no  sort  of 
influence  in  remedying  the  evils  with  which  the 
eonntry  was  afflicted.  What,  then,  would  it  do? 
Its  only  effect  woqld  be  to  enable  the  individual 
that  might  have  |1,000  in  his  possession,  to  de- 
posiie  it  in  specie,  an^  get  that  amount  in  portable 
currency,  that  he  might  carry  about  him  Now, 
was  it  worth  while  to  crehte  an  institution  which 
would  only  have  that  effect  so  far  as  the  currency 
and  business  of  the  coantry  was  concerned?  As  a 
mere  fiscal  agent,  its  opf ration  would  not  be  more 
beneficial  ttian  the  snb-treasary;  and,  as  ihat  had 
been  condehkned  both  by  the  popuUr  voice  and  by 
the  existing  Administration;  and  as  it  was  not, 
under  present  circumstances,  likely  to  be  resorted 
ip  by  cither  party,  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 


pursue  that  point  of  his  argument.  As  to  the  ex- 
chequer, so  far  as  tbe  currency  was  coaceraed,  it 
would  have  no  sort  of  effect  whatever,  l>ecause  it 
would  create  no  scrt  of  additional  circulation.  It 
would  only  give  as  much  paper  circulation  as  its 
operations  would  abstract  from  the  specie  circu- 
lation of  the  country;  and,  therefore,  it  would  not 
remedy  the  existing  evils  produced  by  a  limited 
amount  of  currency. 

In  the  progress  of  the  debate,  a  great  many  argu- 
mentshad  been  uiged,  which  he  would  like  to  have 
time  to  reply  to;  but,  as  it  was  impossible  to  go  into 
a  discussion  of  the  objects,  views,  and  principles  of 
parties  and  of  men,  he  should  very  briefly  notice 
a  few  things  that  had  been  said,  and  bring  his  re^ 
markd  to  a  close. 

It  bad  been  said  on  that  floor  that  the  Whig 
party  was  prostrate,  and  that  it  was  incapable  of 
making  any  effort  hereafter  to  resuscitate  itself  from 
the  overthrow  it  had  sustained  from  the  Democratic 
party  in  tbe  fall  elections.  He  believed  that  these 
declarations,  made  from  various  quarters,  pro- 
ceeded more  from  the  fears  of  the  indiriduals  ma- 
king them,  than  from  the  solid  convictions  of  their 
judgments.  Tbe  only  real  foundation  on  which 
these  declarations  rested,  was  the  example  set  by 
the  New  York  elections  of  last  fall.  He  would 
not  take  the  time  to  go  into  all  the  clrcnmstances 
connected  with  tliese  elections;  but  every  gentle- 
man who  looked  at  them,  and  compared  them  with 
tbe  elections  of  1840,  would  find  that  there  were 
more  than  40,000  individuals  who  did  not  go  to  the 
polls. 

[A.  member  here  said:  ''Pipe-laying  had  ceased ;*' 
and  another  was  heard  to  say*.  **The  times  were  so 
bard,  that  they  had  no  money  to  expend  in  eleo- 
tions.»»J 

Yes,  sir:  there  were  more  than  40,000  persons 
who  did  not  vote  at  all.  The  successful  candidate 
fell  short  of  the  vote  of  1840  more  than  4,000  votes; 
and  the  defeated  candidate  more  than  30,000. 
Now,  had  these  Toters  changed  their  opinions^  and 
was  there  any  evidence  that  they  would  not  vote  in 
1844  as  they  did  in  1840?  There  was  no  eridence 
of  it;  and  those  gentlemen  who  boast  of  the  result 
felt  very  much  as  Bob  Bailey  the  duellist  did, 
when  his  adversary  fell  at  the  first  fire.  This 
worthy  said  that,  when  he  saw  his  antsgonist  fall 
before  him,  his  first  sensation  was  fear  lest  he 
might  get  up  again,  and  demand  another  fire. 
So  it  was  with  the  Democrats  exulting,  over 
their  late  victory  in  New  York;  they  were  afraid  of 
meeting  their  adversaries  a  second  time.  He  ad- 
mttted  that  some  things  had  happened  which  had  a 
tendency  so  to  sour  and  chagrin  great  numbers  of 
the  Whig  pany,  that  they  refrained  from  going  to 
the  polls;  but  he  confidently  believed  that  the  great 
motives  which  kept  them  away  in  1849,  would 
carry  them  to  the  rolls  in  1844.  Everything  was 
tending  to  form  parties  on  principles,  and  not  on 
men;  and  issues  made  up  on  principles  alone 
would  induce  people  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote. 
Those  who  had  kept  away  from  (he  polls  had  seen 
that  their  votes  would  do  no  good;  and  therefore 
they  had,  in  perfect  disgust  at  those  who  had  pre- 
vented the  adoption  of  tbe  measures  they  believed 
Indispensable  to  the  welfare  of  tbe  country,  refrain- 
ed from  voting  at  the  late  elections. 

How  was  it  in  Ohio?  The  Democratic  triumph 
there  was  a  minority  triumph,  and  they  had  a  mi- 
nority Gh>vernor.  There  was  also  the  same  falling 
off  in  tbe  number  of  votes  polled,  as  was  exhibited 
in  the  New  York  elections.  Sir,  the  conduct  of  the 
guard  and  of  Mr.  Tyler  bad  kept  the  people  away 
from  the  polls.  [A  member  asked:  Will  not  the 
same  conduct  continue?]  No,  sir,  you  can't  keep 
them  away  in  1844.  The  consiitutional  fact  will  com- 
pel them  to  go.  The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when 
it  is  necessary  fo  them  to  exert  themselves;  but  tbe 
demonstration  they  made  in  1842  in  behalf  of  prin- 
ciples of  1840,  will  convince  their  adversaries  that 
the  Whig  party  are  strong  and  united.  [A  voice: 
•  What  are  the  principles  of  1840?"] 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  said 
the  other  day,  that,  if  waked  up  at  &lx  o'clock  any 
momieg,  he  could  have  totd  what  John  Tyler 
would  do  in  regard  to  a  bank  of  tbe  United  Slates — 
that  a  bank  bill  would  not  be  signed  by  him. 
That  was  information  wt^ich  the  people  of  tl^iseouA-  || 


try  had  not  in  their  posseaaion.  ^  It  -  was  not  be«' 
lieved  in  his  section  of  the  country.    The  very 
fact  that  Mr.  Tyler  attended  the  Harrisbarg  con- 
vention— the   very  fact,  which  was   known,  that 
Mr.  Olay  was  his  favorite  candidate  for  the  Presi- . 
dency,  was  enough  to  show  that  he  wei  Id  have 
approved    and   signed  anything  that  Mr.  Clay 
would  have  approved  and  signed.    Now,  he  would  i 
a»k  with  what  eonfistency  could  Mr.  Tyler,  af\er 
being  in  favor  of  Mr.  Glay^  selection  for  the  Presi- 
dency, who  was  known  to  be  the  advocate  of  a 
United  States  bank,  pretend  that  he  was  not  looked 
upon  as  being  also  in  favor  of  that  measure? 

Mr.  BIDLACK  begged  leave  to  interrupt  the 
gentleman,  and  ask  him  if  Mr.  Clay  himself  had 
not,  on  various  occasions,  and  particularly  ai 
Hanover  court-house,  disclaimed  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  a  national  bank. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  had  never  heard  any  such 
disclaimer  imputed  to  Mr.  Clay  since  the  Harris- 
bnig  convention.  If  there  had  been  any  such  dis- 
claimer, he  wouki  thank  the  gentleman  to  show  it. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  that  such  a  disclaimer  had 
twice  before  been  broaght  to  the  notice  of  the 
House;  and  in  a  speech  which  he  had  made,  he 
had  produced  the  proof  from  documentary  cTi- 
denee.  He  referred  particularly  to  the  Hanover 
speech. 

Mr.  UNDBRWOOD  said  that  the  speech  would 
speak  for  itself.    He  was  not  aware  of  any  such  * 
evidence.    But  if  Mr.  Tyler  was  not  pledged  to ' 
approve  the  measures  of  Mr.  Clay — if  be  was  de- 
sirous to  nominate  him  for  tbe  Presidency,  and  ac* 
tually  shed  tears,  as  if  was  said,  because  he  did  not 
receive  the  nomination,  were  there  not  good  grounds 
to  believe  that  he  would  approve  a  national  bank- 
bill?    What  were  they  to  ssy  in  regard  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Hill  and  Owen  of  North  Carolina,  who 
testified  that  Mr.  Ty\tT  expressly  told  them  that 
his  opinions  in  relation  to  a  national  twnk  had  un- 
dergone a  change?    He  had  not  heaid  the  veracity 
of  these  gentlemen  questioned;  and  yet  here  was . 
a  direct  issue  between  them  and  Mr.  Tyler  on  this . 
subject. 

Mr.  WISE  would  inquire  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  whether,  during  the  can- 
Tass  for  tbe  Presidency  of  1840,  he  saw  the  address 
which  was  put  forth  by  the  Central  Harrison  Com-* 
mittee  of  Virginia?  That  address  was  published 
in  ail  the  Richmond  papers;  and  it  would  be  faund 
there  asserted,  not  only  that  Mr.  Tyler  would  not 
sign  a  bank  bill,  but  that  General  Harrison  would 
not  sign  one.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  ho 
ever  read  that  address. 

Mr.  UNDBRWOOD  did  not  recollect  that  he 
had  ever  read  it.  He  did  not  refer  to  these  nu- 
merous addresses,  made  throughout  tbe  country 
during  the  presidential  canvass. 

Mr.  RAYNER  asked  leave  to  make  an  exp.la- 
nation,  as  reference  bad  been  made  to  two  gentle- 
men of  bis  State.  Tbe  charge  they  made  was,  that 
Mr.  Tyler  positively  informed  them  that  bis  opin- 
ions upon  the  constitutionality  of  a  bank  of  ths 
United  States  bad  changed.  This  was  publi.«hed 
in  the  papers  of  the  country;  and  Mr.  Tyler  dodged 
the  question,  by  saying  that  he  never  expressed  any 
such  opinion  in  the  Harrisburg  convention. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that,  if  his  friend  from 
Kentucky  wQuId  permit  him,  he  would  undertake 
to  say  that  the  President  bad  denied  that  he  ever 
made  any  such  declaration  at  all.  The  gent'eman 
need  not,  therefore,  say  that  he  dodged  the  ques- 
tion. The  President  had  denied,  and  pnbliBh«d  to 
the  world  the  denial,  that  he  made  any  such  de- 
claration whatever  to  Oen.  Owen,  Mr.  Hill,  or  any- 
bodv  el^e 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  observed  that  his  time  was 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  he  would,  therefore,  go  on 
with  his  remarks,  and,  as  he  hoped,  without  any 
more  interruptions.  The  Virginia  Whigs  m'ght 
have  written  and  published  an  address,  such  as  the 
gentleman  alluded  to,  and  it  might  hare  been  de- 
signed to  operate  on  that  State  alone.  The  great 
error  of  the  Whig  party,  and  for  which  he  believed 
the  judgment  of  Heaven  had  fallen  upon  them, 
was  their  selecting  John  Tyler  as  their  candidate 
fbr  tbe  Vice  Presidency,in  the  hope  of  cany  mg  the 
State  of  Virginia.  Instead  of  selecting  a  men  who 
was  knqiEP  to  (hltc  oo-operated  with  tliepi  in  f4l 
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tbeir  measares;  instead  of  flelectmg  t  man  who 
for  yean  had  manifeeted  a  eonsistent  devotien 
te  their  prineiples,  the  Whig  party  selected  John 
Tyler,  merely  for  the  sake  of  earrying  the  State 
of  Yirgtoia.  Haring  made  this  selection,  it 
was  Tery  prohable  that  the  Whigs  of  Yiiginia 
may  have  pat  ftnrth  stioh  an  addiess  intended  for 
that  State  only)  bat  it  was  known  that  at  Nashville 
the  eonventlon  pat  forth  resolutions  directly  the 
contrary,  and  in  faTor  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
States.  We  learn  (said  Mr.  U.)  wisdom  by  ex- 
perience; and  no  man  will,  in  fntnre,  get  on  the 
Whig  ikket  except  on  principle.  The  contest 
woald  then  be  carried  on  on  principles  alone.  He 
himself  shovld  reUre  to  the  shades  of  private  life; 
see  his  own  com  grow,  and  raise  his  own  lambs. 
Bnt,  as  an  American  citizen,  he  shotld  take  a  live- 
ly interest  in  the  coming  contest,  and  he  hoped  to 
see  it  waged  on  great  principles,  and  not  on  the 
mere  scramble  for  place  of  political  aspirants. 

lie  concluded  by  expressini^  it  as  his  belief  that 
the  next  Presidential  contest  woald  be  decided 
npon  the  qaestion  as  to  whether  there  should  be  a 
national  currency,  based  on  individnal  finds;  on 
the  qaestion  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  States,  to  whom,  as  he  thooght, 
they  rightly  belonged;  on  the  question  of  restricting 
the  power  of  the  Executive  by  limitations  upon  it, 
thioagh  an  amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution; 
and  on  all  those  other  measures  which  had  be- 
come the  standard  faith  of  the  Whig  party.  When 
the  contest  tamed  on  questions  like  these,  he  as 
firmly  believed  that  the  people  would  decide  it  in 
fuTor  of  the  ascendency  of  the  Whigs,  as  he  now  be- 
lieved he  was  talking  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiyes.  It  must  be  so,  or  the  institutions  of  the  country 
conld  not  be  preserved.  Withoat  it,  they  would 
not  be  worth  preserving. 

Mr.  SYBRBTT  said  that  the  principal  object 
he  had  in  view  was  to  bring  this  debate  to  a  close, 
by  moving  the  previous  question.  He  would  sab- 
mit,  as  an  apology  for  so  doing,  that  there  were 
now  three  or  four  subjects  before  the  House,  npon 
which,  as  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Paov- 
nv}  well  remarked,  the  same  speeches  might  be 
made.  -On  all  of  them,  a  collateral  debate  had 
arisen,  without  regard  to  the  matter  immediately 
before  the  House.  Before  he  took  his  seat,  how- 
ever, he  had  a  word  or  two  to  say  upon  the  ques 
tion  now  pending.  When  the  exdieqaer  plan  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
it  wonkTbe  recollected  that  he  moved  to  instruct 
the  committee  to  report  the  identical  bill  as  sub- 
mitted by  the  President,  With  a  view  of  coming  to 
adirect  Vote  upon  it.  He  considered  such  a  coarse 
to  be  due  to  the  Executive.  It  was  presented  to 
Congress  as  the  peculiar  measure  of  the  President, 
and  he  thought  it  due  to  that  officer  that  the  House 
should  express  a  direct  opinion  upon  it.  This 
was  not  the  fii«t  time  it  had  been  recommended  by 
the  SxeenliTe;  and,  on  that  aoconnt,  the  course 
which  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  suggested  was  the  more 
important.  This  repetition  of  the  Executive  reo- 
.  ommendation  was  a  still  greater  reason  why  the 
Hoose  should  come  to  a  decision  upon  the  meaa- 

But  It  was  also  recommended  in  other  quarters, 
of  which  he  would  give  the  origin  and  history.  At 
the  dose  of  the  extm  session  of  the  present  Congress, 
a  member  of  the  cubinet,  (Mr.  Webster,)— 4he  only 
member  of  the  Harrison  Cabinet  who  remained  in 
office-xwrote  n  letter^  in  which  he  pledged  himself 
thai  the  Sxcotive  shoald  recommend  some  meas- 
nre  which  would  give  relief  to  the  country.  That 
member  of  the  cabinet  pledged  his  reputation  that 
such  a  measure  should  be  brought  forward.  Af- 
ter that  period,  he  (Mr.  E.)  always  considered  this 
(ihe  excheqaer)  to  be  the  measure  of  that  member 
of  the  cabinet— drawn  up  by  him,  and  originaiiog 
with  him.  Indeed,  when  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  upon  the  plan  was  sent  to  Con- 
gress, it  was  considered  by  every  one  as  the  argu- 
ment of  the  member  of  tlie  cabinet  to  whom  he  re* 
ferred.  At  the  last  session,  it  was  not  favorably  re- 
ceived. A  committee  of  the  flrieods  of  the  President, 
to  whom  it  was  referred,  made  vlial  alterations  in 
it,  and  no  action  was  taken  by  the  Hoose  upon  the 
report.  It  now  came  to  Congress  with  another  Ez- 
•entivc  lecomaMndfttjoB.    But  be  would  first  state 


the  fact  vhich  occurred  in  the  vacation:  The  8ec< 
retary  of  State,  in  a  speech  delivered  by  him  at 
Faneuil  Halt,  again  recommended  it  as  the  only 
measure  which  should  be  adopted — and  adopted 
without  modification.  This  recommendation  was 
reiterated  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Now,  it  struck 
him,  that  there  was  an  almost  unparalleled  degree 
of  recklessness  exhibited  in  the  recommendations 
of  these  two  Secretaries.  They  most  hare  known 
that  it  had  no  chance  whatever  of  being  adopted; 
yet  the!recommendation  of  it  to  favorable  considera- 
tion would  hereafter  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
say  that,  had  their  counsels  been  taken,  the  country 
would  greatly  have  been  benefited. 

He  held  that  this  measure  contradicted  all  those 
grounds  on  which  the  party  to  which  those  two 
Secretaries  were  attached  had  fought  the  political 
batile  of  1840.  The  main  issue  then  was  upon  the 
sub-treasury;  and  that  was  condemned,  because  it 
was  a  Government  bank  in  disguise.  It  was  ob- 
jectionable because  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the 
President,  and  because,  if  managed  (as  it  would 
be)  by  politicians,  it  would  soon  run  into  bankrupt- 
cy. This  measore  of  the  exchequer  would  carry 
out  the  obnoxious  principles  which  the  Whig  party 
predicted  would  result  from  the  sub-treasury.  He 
agreed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  opinion 
that  both  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
friends  of  the  President  in  the  House,  and  that  re- 
ported in  the  Senate,  would  be  injurious.  The 
President's  bill  he  did  not  doubt  would  have  the 
efiect  of  enlarging  the  cnnency;  bnt  it  wonid,  at 
the  same  time,  enlarge  the  power  of  the  Executiye; 
and  therefore  was  liable  to  ihe  same  objection  as  the 
sub-treasury.  The  proposition,  he  apprehended, 
was  never  made  with  the  expectation  that  it  would 
receive  Whig  votes,  but  was  addressed  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  And  why  did  it  not  find  favor  with 
the  Democratic  party?  He  answered,  because  they 
would  never  avow  that  the  object  of  the  snb< treas- 
ury was  to  create  a  Government  bank,  whilst  this 
bill  did  so  plainly.  That  party  never  could  lie  in- 
duced to  say  that  the  sub-treasury  was  intended  to 
be,  or  could  become,  a  Government  bank.  Should 
it  be  adopted  by  a  Democratic  Congress,  he  had  no 
fear  of  its  being  vetoed;  because,  if  fairly  estab- 
lished and  put  under  way,  it  would  become  a  bank 
of  discount  and  cirenlation,  as  the  exchequer 
would  be. 

He  believed  that  the  opinion  of  the  coontry--- 
certainly  that  of  the  House—was  made  up  upon 
this  measure;  and  as  it  was  now  before  the  House 
in  soch  a  way  as  to  exclude  the  transaction  o{  all 
other  business  so  long  as  it  remained  undisposed* 
of,  (the  suspension  of  the  rules  having  given  it 
preference,)  in  order  to  take  it  out  of  the  way  of 
other  matters,  he  would  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  also  a  call  of  ihe  House. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  not  persist  in  his  motion — making  a  speech 
attacking  all  the  world  around  him,  and  then  per- 
mitting no  one  to  reply.  Such,  indeed,  was  strange 
generosity.     

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

They  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  EvnaxTT]  to  withdrew  his  motion,  and  move 
an  adjournment;  so  as  to  let  the  question  stand 
over  until  to-morrow,  when  it  could  be  taken  early. 

Mr.  EVERETT  consented  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion for  a  call  of  the  Hoose,  and  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question  for  a  moment,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  submit  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking  out 
the  word  *<fief/*'  the  efTeet  of  which  amendment 
would  be  to  declare  the  plan  of  an  exchequer  *'ea- 
psdmK.*' 

He  then  renewed  his  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  an  adjournment;  but 
withdrew  the  motion  for  a  moment,  at  the  request 
of 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON,  who  presented 
the  proceedings  of  the  people  of  Erie  county,  Penn- 
Aylvania,  in  favor  of  the  issue  of  #900,000,000 
Government  stock,  to  be  divided  ameng  the  States. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  rose  and  aaid  that,  as  this 


was  an  adverse  report,  and  the  nsaal  course  of  soch 
reports  was  to  lay  them  upon  the  table,  he  moved 
that  this  whole  subject  be  laid  on  the  tal>1e. 

Such  being  tbe  state  of  the  qaestion — 

TheHonse  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  January  19,  1643. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ttm.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  tbe  Treasury,  covering 
a  report  made  agreeably  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act  for  the  extension  of  the  loan  of  1841,  and  for 
an  addition  of  five  millions  thereto,  and  for  allow- 
ing interest  on  treasury  notes  due;  showing  that 
there  had  been  borrowed  under  that  act  the  sum  of 
ot  15,679,976  88;  and  that  f  16 155  of  that  amount 
was  obtained  at  5|  per  cent.,  13,913,7^  86  at  5} 
per  cent.,  and  |9,443.030  09  at  6  per  cent. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS^  the  eommanicatiun 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Connecticat,  re- 
questing Congress  to  adept  measures  for  disciplin- 
ing the  officers  commanding  the  militia  ihrouglioat 
tbe  United  States,  which  was  presented  and  ordei^ 
ed  to  be  printed  a  few  days  ago,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
sundry  persons,  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrapt 
law;  and  requesting,  in  any  Modification  of  tbe 
law  by  Congress,  that  the  essential  features  of  the 
law,  as  now  existing,  may  be  retained.  Mr.  D. 
said  he  did  not  know  from  what  qoarter  the  peti- 
tion came,  but  begged  leave  to  stale  tliat,  in  pre- 
senting it,  be  did  not  wish  it  to  be  received  as  any 
indication  of  what  his  coiuse  woald  be  in  the  ac< 
tion  upon  tbe  bill  to  repeal  the  law:  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  past:,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Tucker. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  House  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Hoover,  and  Abelard  Gpthrie,  and 
Edmund  Ogden,"  reported  the  same  back  with  an 
entire  substitute  for  the  bill,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  withoat  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  G.  Sanders. 

Mr.  G.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Teackle  ShT- 
age,  administrator  of  Bolitha  Laws,  made  a  report 
adverse  to  its  passage;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee,  to  which  was  referred  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  David  W.  Haley,  made  a  report  adverse  to  its 
passage;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Hutchins,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pre-emption 
right  to  a  certain  tract  of  land. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Thomas  L.  Somerall, 
praying  for  the  confirmation  of  a  certain  entry  of 
public  land,  made  while  he  was  register  of  the 
land  office  at  Mount  Salus,  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  petition  from  John  Fletcher,  representa- 
tive of  William  Taylor  and  Robert  Ellioti,  praying 
confirmation  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  or  an  equiva- 
lent  therefor. 

And  also  the  petition  of  Zachariah  Dixon,  pray- 
ing for  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  160  acres  of 
land;  which  several  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  petition  fVom  William 
Dowsing,  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  north- 
eastern district  of  Mississippi,  preying  to  be  reim- 
bursed mcneys  paid  by  him  for  clerk-hire;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Claims.  * 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  on  yesterday  the  joint 
resolution  anthorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  settle,  on  certain  terms,  the  liabilities  of  die 
sureties  of  Gk>rdon  D.  Boyd,  late  receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  Columbus,  Mississippi,  was 
rejected.  He  was  opposed  to  the  r  solution  as  i 
stood,  and  voted  against  it.  Since  then,  he  bad  ex 
amined  it,  and  had  come  to  the  eondosion  that  v 
might^be  passed  in  such  form  an  to  ^ard  more 
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ftir«etml]y  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  He 
tberefon  moved  (bat  the  vota  rejecting  it  be  re- 
considered. 

The  question  w«s  pnt,  and  the  vote  was  recon- 
sidered. 

Then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  KINQ,  the  resolntion 
was  repommittad  to  ihe  Ck>mmittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  PULTON,  4»n  ieave»  introdnced  a  bill  to 
revive  the  act  jeatitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  claim* 
ants  to  land?  within  the  limits  of  Missouri  and  the 
7enriu>ry  of  Ar-kansas,  to  institate  proeeedinfcs  to 
try  the  validity  of  their  claims,*'  approved  the  36th 
of  May,  1834,  and  an  act  to  amend  the  same,  and 
exiendinf  the  provisions  of  said  act  to  claimants 
Id  land  witiiin  the  States  ot  Lonisiana  and  Missis- 
aippi;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pnhlia  Lands. 

The  following  bills  weie  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
flcnate,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  viz: 

Hoose  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  Thomas 
B»  Winslow. 

Hoase  bill  for  the  relief  of  Borr  A  Smith. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferdinand  Seibert. 
'  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  BUsha  Morelaad, 
William  M.  Kennedy,  Robert  J.  Kennedy,  and 
Mason  B.  Lewis. 

Honss  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Liottberger. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Delaay . 

House  bill  for.  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 

Hduae  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gomelins  Wilson 
and  James  Canter.  - 

House  billeniitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon, 
dceeased.*V 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the 
Stales  of  Aikausaa  and  Tennessee  to  sell  lands 
heretofore  provided  for  (he  use  of  schools  in  those 
Slates,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole 
on  an  amendment  froin  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands-^being  an  entire  substitute  for  the  bill,  and 
making  its  proviAona  of  general  application. 

The  substitute,  after  being  amended  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  YOUNG,  was  adopted,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
Tiading. 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  armed  brig  War- 
rior, or  (heir  J^al  representatives,"  was  uken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  the  Committee  on 
Finance  had  examined  the  bill,  and  made  a  report 
adverse  to  its  passage.  .He  therefore  moved  that 
Ibe  bill  be  IndeAnitcly  postponed. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion,  ai^d  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  school  lands 
-in  the  Stalie  of  Illinois,  and  to  legalize  such  sales  as 
have  been  made  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act, 
was  taken  up;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH 
of  Indiana,  (who  said  the  object  of  the  bill  was  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill  en  the  same  subject  already 
acted  upon,)  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  lo  indemnify  claimanis  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  French  prior  to  1800,  came  up 
in  order  as  in  committee  ot  the  whole;  and,  with- 
out action  thereon,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
ARCHB^  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present,  with  a 
view  to  await  the  action  of  the  House  on  the  same 
subject. 

Senate  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the  State  of  lllioois  imposing  a  tax  on  all  lands 
heretofore  sold  by  the  United  States  in  that  State, 
from  and  after  the  time  of  such  sale,  was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  (he  whole,  considered,  report- 
ed to  the  Sentfte,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readiair* 

ThePRBSlDBNTpro  tern,  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  first  municipali- 
ty of  New  Orleans  tp  the  square  of  ground  on 
which  the  custom  housre  of  that  city  is  constructed; 
which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  CONRAD,  was  ordered 
lo  he  on  the  Ubte,  and  be  printed. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  and  settle- 
naat  of  the  l^rriiory  of  Oregon,  came  op  as  the 
uoilaisbed  business;  the  question  peiiding  being, 
''SballihisbiUpasfll*' 


Mr.  SEVIER  said  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  of  the  setilemeot  of  ihe  Oregon  Terri- 
tory had  been  referred,  had  endeavored,  in  consid- 
eriog  the  subject,  to  effect  two  objects — one  was  the 
preservation  of  our  national  faith,  and  the  other 
was  the  preservation  of  our  rightful  possessions 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  And  the  commit- 
tee believed  that  those  two  objects  will  be  effected  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill  they  have  submitted  to  the 
Senate. 

Ic  was  gratifying  to  him  to  find  that  every  Sena- 
tor conceded  the  point,  that  our  right  to  the  territo- 
ry in  question  was  incontestable.  That  question 
had  been  well  settled. 

He  had  in  his  possession  documents  which  set 
forth,  in  brief  and  comprehensive  terms,  the  claim 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gallatin  had  claimed  for  the  United  States 
the  possession  of  this  territory,  on  these  grounds: 

**The  first  diacovery  of  the  Columbia,  by  Gray;  the  first  ex- 
ploration of  the  territory  throudi  which  that  river  flews,  by 
Lewis  and  Clarice}  and  the  estabitahmeni  of  the  first  posts  and 
seitiemenis  in  the  said  territory,  by  citisens  of  the  United 
States: 

"The  ▼irtual  recognitloD  by  the  Britiah  Governmani  of  the 
UUe  of  the  United  Btaiee,  in  the  restilatloa  of  the  post  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia,  agreeably  lo  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  without  any  reservation  or  exception  whaUM- 
eyer: 

"The  acquisiUoo  by  the  United  Slates  of  all  the  titles  of 
Spain,  which  titles  were  derived  from  the  discovery  and  ex- 
pionUion  of  the  coasts  of  the  region  in  question,  bv  Spanish 
sttblects.  before  they  had  been  seen  by  the  people  of  any  other 
civilixea  nation: 

**And,  lastly,  upon  the  ground  of  contifutVy,  which  should 

Sve  to  the  Ulnited  States  a  stronger  right  to  those  territories 
an  could  be  advanced  by  any  other  power.  *If|'  said  Mr. 
Gallatin,  'a  few  trading  fectoriee  on  the  shores  or  Hudson's 
Bay  have  been  considered  by  Great  Britain  as  giving  an  ex* 
elusive  right  of  occupancy  as  far  as  the  Rocky  Mountains—if 
the  infant  settlements  on  the  more  southern  Atlantic  shores  jus* 
tified  a  claim  thence  to  (he  South  Seas,  and  which  was  actually 
enforced  to  the  Mississippi— thai  of  the  millions  of  Anaerican 
citisens  already  within  reach  of  those  seas,  cannot  consistently 
be  rej  ected.  It  wil  1  not  be  denied,  ihat  the  extent  of  contiguous 
eountry  to  which  an  actual  settlement  gives  a  prior  right,  must 
depend,  in  a  considerable  degree,  on  the  magnitudeand  popu- 
lation of  that  settlement,  and  on  ttie  facility  with  which  the  va- 
cant adjacent  land  mly,  within  a  short  time,  be  occupied,  set- 
tled, and  cultivated  by  such  population,  compared  with  the 
probability  of  its  being  occupied  and  settled  from  any  other 

guarter.  This  doctrine  was  admittsd  to  its  fullest  extent  by 
freat  Britain,  as  appeared  by  all  her  charters,  extending  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  given  to  cslonies  established  then 
only  sn  thelKirders  of  the  AUaniic.  How  much  mors  natural 
ana  stronger  the  claim,  when  made  by  a  nation  whose  popula- 
tion extended  to  the  central  parts  of  the  continent,  and  whose 
dominions  were  by  all  acknowledged  to  extend  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.'" 

These  were  the  points  upon  which  our  claim 
was  based.  It  was  unnecessary  to  trouble  the  Sen- 
ate by  going  any  further  into  the  evidence  of  our 
title.  Our  discovery  of  the  country  drained  by  the 
Columbia  river  had  been  made  as  early  as  the 
year  1799.  Bat  our  claim  did  not  rest  alone  upon 
priority  of  discovery,  but  also  upon  a  treaty  of  ces- 
sion with  Spain,  by  which  the  title  of  Spain  to  the 
country  in  question,  in  1819,  became  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  We  had  not,  in  the  year 
1793,  any  settlement  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
which  then  belonged  to  Spain;  and,  in  fact,  bat 
few  settlers  west  of  the  Allegany  mountains.  We 
had  no  State  west  of  the  Ohio  river  or  of  the  Alle- 
gany mountains;  and  it  was  therefore  a  matter  of 
no  consequence  whether  we  owned  the  territory 
at  that  early  period  or  not.  But  in  (he  year  1803, 
when  the  treaty  with  the  French  Republic  was 
made,  it  had  become  important  that  we  should 
possess  that  porrion  of  country,  for  the  purposes  of 
trade,  for  the  sake  of  the  fur  trade  and  of  the 
lumber  trade;  but  most  of  all  was  it  important 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  our  settlements  from 
the  Indians,  who  were  tampered  with,  as  had  al- 
ways been  the  case,  by  the  Eoglish.  Henee  it 
would  be  found  that  Mr.  Jefferson  had,  ss  early 
as  1804,  recommended  to  Congress  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  exploration  of  the  Missouri,  and  the 
coDUtry  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Lewis 
and  Clarke  were  accordingly  authoriied  to  explore 
the  Missouri  river  to  its  sources,  and  thence  the 
country  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  ocean; 
and  they  were  the  first  who  explored  the  tract  of 
country  lying  kloag  the  coarse  of  that  river,  and 
west  ot  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Pursuing  the  same 
object,  Mr.. Madison  graatrd  facilities  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia, upon  the  application  of  Mr.  Astor.  A 
settlement  was  formed,  and  a  fort  erected,  and  an 
imporuutocMUMiuewasestablisbed  with  Russia 


and  with  Chiaa.  Bat  when  the  war  of  1812 
broke  out,  that  «oast  being  under  the  con- 
trol and  in  the  possession  of  renegades,  it 
was  given  up  to  a  British  armed  force,  without 
firing  a  gun.  Had  there  been  a  sufficient 
force,  the  result  would  probably  hare  been  differ^ 
ent.  But  the  place  wai  surrendered;  and  it  con- 
tinaed  to  be  occupied  by  the  British  until  the  treaty 
of  1818,  when  our  commissioners  required  its  sur- 
render, and  it  was  given  op.  But,  the  British 
having  occupied  the  country  for  so  long  a  period—- 
from  1813  until  1818— tbey  had  been  enabled  to 
erect  a  line  of  forts,  and  to  extend  their  settlements 
over  the  whole  country;  and,  when  our  people  came 
again  into  possession,  they  found  themselves  under 
considerable  disadvantage — all  the  most  important 
points  being  preoccupied  by  the  English;  who  had 
taken  care  also  to  instil  into  the  Indian  tribes  such 
a  hatred  of  our  people,  that  it  was  dangerous  for 
them  lo  attempt  forming  a  settlement  at  all.  They 
were  compelled,  in  some  cases,  to  abandon  their 
forts.  And,  when  an  attempt  was  made,  in  1818, 
to  settle  the  line  of  boundary,  the  British  refused  to 
come  to  any  terms.  They  desired  to  navigate  the 
Columbia  river,  and,  in  fact,  to  command  the 
whole  country.  The  consequence  was,  that  cer- 
tain stipulations,  by  which  the  country  was  lo  be 
occupied  in  common  for  the  space  of  ten  years, 
were  entered  into.  If  Senators  would  for  a  mo- 
ment turn  iheir  attention  to  the  terms  of  those  stip- 
ulations, they  would  find  that  no  provision  was 
contained  in  them  by  which  the  settlement  of  that 
tract  of  country  was  prohibited  or  prevented. 
Each  nation  had  the  right  to  claim  access  to  the 
ports  of  the  other,  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and 
commerce.  There  was  no  provision  by  which  set- 
tlement was  restricted.  He  had  procured  a  work, 
which  was  prepared  for  the  State  Department,  by 
Greenhow,  in  which  this  arrangement  will  t« 
found,  and  in  which  much  other  valuable  informa- 
tion, connected  with  the  discovery  and  settlement  of 
that  country,  is  also  to  be  found. 

The  British  had  extended  their  settlements  every- 
where; and  not  only  had  they  done  this,  but  they 
had  gone  on  and  attached  the  whole  of  l^at  country 
to  the  province  of  Canada,  appointed  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  were  administering  their  laws-through- 
out  that  country. 

What  was  it  that  we  now  proposed  tadol  We 
proposed  to  endeavor  to  get  possession  of  what  we 
were  entitled  to,  and  of  which  we  had  for  so  long  a 
time  been  kept  out  of  possession.  By  passing 
this  bill,  we  should  extend  to  our  settlements  that 
protection  and  encouragement  they  so  much  need- 
ed. The  bill  had  been  more  carefully  drawn  than 
that  which  passed  the  British  Parliament;  for  pro- 
vision had  been  made  that,  in  all  cases,  persona 
claiming  to  be  British  settlers  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  British  authorities  for  trial;  whereas 
they  made  no  such  concession  on  their  part,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  compelled  every  aggressor  to  be 
tried  by  her  laws,  as  administered  in  the  courts  of 
Canada,  and  the  smaller  offences  by  justices  of  the 
peace  within  the  territory. 

Mr.  LINN  here  stated  the  additional  fact,  that 
the  British  even  claimed  the  right  to  exercise  juris- 
diction over  the  Indian  tribes,  and  had  actually 
tried  and  executed  Indians  for  capital  offences. 

Mr.  SEVIER  proceeded  to  observe  that  this 
bill  had  been  fVamed  with  a  view  to  as  great  liberal- 
ity as  possible.  It  provided  for  the  building  of  a 
chain  of  forts  across  the  mountains.  The  British 
had  been  building  forts  themselves  everywhere; 
they  could  not,  then,  find  fault  with  us  for  doing 
what  they  had  already  done. 

Now,  what  were  the  objections  which  were  raised 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill?  One  objection  was, 
that  by  it  we  grant  lands  to  settlers.  He  (Mr.  S.) 
looked  npon  this  as  the  very  life  and  soul  of  the 
bill.  Strike  out  tbi^  provision,  and  you  would 
have  no  settlers  there;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
country  would  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
British  henceforth  and  forever. 

Look  at  the  situation  of  the  eountry.  Consider 
the  distance  from  the  confines  of  Missouri  to  be 
traversed  by  settlers — through  a  country,  too,  filled 
with  Indians,  many  of  them  hostile — a  country 
through  which  there  was  no  road,  and  in  which 
they  could  only  anbaist  by  their  ritill  andaucoeaa  as 
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burners.  Tbey  would  have  to  traverse  ihe  mouD- 
tains  amid  bosiile  bands  of  Indians,  and  afterwards 
descend  the  river,  where  tbey  woald  meet  the  Brit- 
ish— worse  antagonists  than  the  Indians.  Tbey 
would  have  ihen  to  establish  their  settlements, 
make  their  improvements,  and  elect  their  mills; 
this  would  be  a  work  of  time,  requiring  two  or 
three  years;  and  ami!  this  was  done,  they  would 
have  to  subsist  upon  the  fish  of  the  river  and  the 
game  of  the  wood^.  Was  it  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  any  -one  would  be  willing  to  encounter 
these  difficulties  and  dangers  without  the  hope  of 
reward?  No.  In  his  opinion,  the  bounty  was 
too  small.  He  did  not  believe  they  would  get  a 
single  settler  to  go  there.  If  the  land  clause  was 
stricken  out,  they  might  as  well  destroy  the  whole 
biP;  they  would  then  have  a  line  of  forts  erect- 
ed, without  settlers  to  be  protected;  they  would 
have  forts  to  protect  nobody,  for  nobody  would 
go  there.  They  would  settle  on  this  side  of  the 
mountains,  where  there  were  no  difficulties  to  be 
encountered.  For  his  own  part,  he  would  rather 
sec  the  bounty  quadrupled.  He  was  sorry 
to  hear  so  much  said  about  the  power  of  Qreai 
Britain,  and  our  fears  of  her  power.  He  disliked 
to  bear  these  appeals  made  to  our  fears. 

Though  Great  Britain  had  filled  the  whole  world 
with  dread,  yet  he  hoped  to  see  one  nation,  at  least, 
that  would  not  succumb  to  her  aggression — and 
that  nation  was  the  United  States.  He  hoped  to 
see  Ibis  country  carry  out  her  laws,  regardless  of 
what  Qreat  Britain  might  think  or  do.  This  conn- 
try  had  already  experienced  agfsrtssioDs  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  The  public  mind  was  a 
little  sore  on  this  subject.  Ho  would  dislike  to  see 
them  repeated,  though  h€  did  not  fear  the  power  of 
Bng'and.  On  a  late  occasion  he  had  voted  to  take 
possession  of  a  tract  of  country  claimed  by  Great 
Britain.  And  he  was  not  alone  in  that  vote — he 
had  with  him  the  Senator  from  Missouri— and  not 
succeeding,  he  had  voted  for  the  treaty.  He  had 
grown  tired  of  negotiations  at  that  time,  and  was 
more  so  now;  and  he  believed  other  Senators  were 
also. 

In  regard  to  this  subject,  he  desired  some  action 
should  take  place.  We  had  a  right  to  the  whole 
of  that  country,  from  the  Mexican  to  the  Russian  pos- 
sessions— all  of  it  that  was  worth  claiming;—  for 
south  of  42  degrees  parallel,  there  was  not  sutf  cient 
rain  for  agricultural  pnrposen.  The  only  portion  fit 
for  cultivation  was  from  42  degrees  to  49  degrees  of 
north  latitude.  If  the  Britii^h  were  confined  to  the 
eonntry  north  of  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude,  tbey 
ooald  have  no  other  object  in  remaining  there  but 
the  carrying  on  of  the  fur  trade,  that  would  soon 
be  exhansied;  and  when  that  is  exhausted,  that 
whole  coast,  both  by  British  and  Russians,  will  be 
abandoned,  and,  of  consequence,  virtually  fall  into 
oar  possesion. 

He  believed  the  possessioti  of  that  eonntry  was 
highly  important  to  this  Government,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  our  trade  in  the  Pacific  ocean 
with  China  and  Russia.  It  was  important  that 
we  should  have  a  place  where  our  vessels  might 
go  for  supplies  and  for  repairs;  ihey  were  now  ob- 
liged to  resort  lo  the  Sandwich  Islands  for  thef:e 
purposes.  He  considered  it  important,  also,  in 
order  to  preserve  peace  upon  our  frontier.  He 
would  be  in  favor  of  putting  in  operation  the  prin- 
ciples advanced  by  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  message 
to  Ck>ngre8S  in  December,  18S3. 

Mr.  Monroe  said  that 

"The  oecMion  had  be«n  judged  proper  for  inserting  aa  a 
prindple*  in  which  the  righta  ana  interesta  of  the  United  States 
arelnyolved,  that  the  American  continents,  by  the  free  and  in- 
dependent condition  which  tbey  have  assumed  and  mainiained, 
are  heiu^forth  not  to  be  cooaiaered  is  subjects  for  colooization 
by  any  European  power." 

This  is  a  sentiment  to  which  he  most  cordially 
responded;  and  in  order  to  carry  it  out  to  the  letter, 
he  was  willing  lo  encounter  some  difiiculties  and 
dani^ers.  He  would  be  willing,  if  our  financial 
condition  would  juMify  ir,  to  vote  a  million  or 
two  of  dollars  to  build  a  railroad  from  the 
frontiers  of  Missouri,  up  the  valley  of  the  river 
Platte,  to  its  source  in  the  Rocky  Mountains; 
and  on  this  road,  between  these  points,  which 
eonld  be  travelled  in  two  or  three  days,  car- 
ry all  our  emigrants  and  their  effects,  ior  a 
y^ar  or  two,  free  of  cost  or  charges.    Bat,  unfor- 


tunately, we  have  not  got  the  money  (or  making 
such  a  road,  although  over  such  a  country,  which 
is  level  and  a  prairie,  where  there  would  be  no 
grading  of  consequence,  and  no  timber  or  obstrne- 
tions  to  remove;  it  would  cost  comparatively  but  a 
trifling  sum — perhaps  a  million  and  a  half,  or  two 
millions  of  -dollars.  I  would  at  this  time  prefer 
such  an  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  to  any 
distribution  of  it  to  the  States. 

He  was  wny  to  find  Senators  objecting  lo  pur- 
sue this  coarse,  for  Asar  of  giving  offence  to  Great 
Britain.  She  had  been  extending  her  settlements 
scaih  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  she  had  erected 
forts;  but  the  building  of  forts  alone  by  us,  without 
inducing  settlers  to  migrate,  would  as  speedily  set 
u«  by  the  ears  with  Great  Britain,  as  if  we  made 
the  grants.  These  were  the  views  he  entertained 
in  relation  to  the  snbject.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
bill  would  pass,  as  be  believed  it  was  highly  im- 
portant to  the  interests  of  ibis  country  that  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  should  be  settled 'and  pro- 
tected. 

Mr.  BENTON  a4dre8sed  the  Senate  for  con- 
siderably more  than  an  hour.  It  is  not  possible  to  do 
justice  to  his  remarks  till  published  in  full.  At 
present,  all  that  can  be  given  is  a  mere  oniliae  of 
some  of  the  leading  points  which  he  urged. 

He  reviewed  the  gradual  Increase  of  ihe  British 
pretensions  to  the  northwest  coast,  and  showed  that 
ap  to  1818  nobody  heard  of  her  having  any 
to  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  Then,  on  her  refusal 
to  accede  to  a  just  settlement  of  boundary,  she 
laid  a  nest-egg  for  a  future  claim  of  right,  by  a 
stipulation  for  joint  occupation  and  settlement. 
Before  the  ten  years  of  thai  stipulation  bad  ex- 
pired, she  had  hatched  this  nest-e^g  into  a  chicken, 
that  flapped  its  wings  and  crowed  defiaDce;  and 
she  said  that  British  interests  had, grown  up  on  the 
Columbia  river,  which  she  should  and  would  pro- 
tect- And  from  that  day  to  this,  she  had  been  fol- 
lowing up  this  avowal,  by  encoaraging  her  fur 
companies  to  make  settlements  in,  and  to  occupy 
the  most  valuable  portions  of,  the  territory.  Throagh 
the  agency  of  these  companies,  and  the  ad- 
vantages enjoyed  by  her  subjects  of  importing 
into  the  country  British  and  foreign  goods  duty 
free,  she  had  rendered  the  various  Indian  tribes  of 
the  whole  region  tributary  to  her;  our  citizens  were 
compelled  to  abandon  all  competition  with  her  tra- 
ders; many  of  them  were  either  murdered  or  ex- 
pelled by  the  Indians.  And  to  talk  of  joint  occupa- 
tion was  absurd;  for,  according  to  the  doctrines  now 
held  in  regard  to  the  treaty  of  1818,  she  practical- 
ly is  to  have  all  the  trade  and  occupation,  and  we 
are  to  refrain  from  taking  the  same  steps  she  has 
taken. 

Mr.  B.  took  an  extensive  review  of  the  title  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  of  the  claims  set  up 
at  different  periods  of  time  by  Great  Britain.  He 
showed  the  position  of  the  question  at  (he  time 
Mr.  Adams  was  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  then 
not  one  word  of  her  present  extent  of  pretensions 
was  heard. 

Throughout  every  administration,  from  the 
foundaticn  ot  the  (Government  to  the  present 
time,  the  grounds  of  our  title,  as  well  as 
of  the  Brritish  pretensions,  were  openly  and 
freely  discussed  in  the  face  of  the  world.  Bvery 
negotiation  on  the  subject-— every  proposition  to  or 
by  our  Government — was  instantly  and  openly 
communicated  to  Congress,  and  given  to  the  people. 
We  had  nothing  to  conceal .  We  avowed  and  main- 
tained our  title,  in  the  face  of  the  world  ;  and  we 
made  no  propositions  that  we  could  be  ashamed 
of.  Now,(for  the  firet  time,  it  is  found  that,  on  a 
requisition  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
for  information  from  the  Executive  as  to  the 
reasons  why  this  question  was  not  settled  with 
other  questions  lately  adjusted  by  treaty,  and 
for  information  as  to  the  propositions  made  by 
both  Governments  for  i\^  settlement,  it  is  said 
it  is  incompatible  with  the  interests  of  the 
country  that  the  information  should  be  given 
Publicity  might  be  incompatible  with  the  honor  of 
the  administration  making  such  propositions  or 
concessions  as  it  was  to  be  feared  were  m^de  to 
the  British  negotiator  {but  it  never  could  be  in- 
compatible with  the  interests  of  this  country,  which 
never  had,  and  never  can  htve,  anylhiag  lo  keep 


secret  in  regard  to  her  title  to  anything  she  Itjs 
claim  to. 

As  to  the  idea  that  had  been  thrown  oat,  tbst  ve 
could  not,  if  we  threw  ourselves  upon  oar  righta^ 
maintain  the  country  against  Great  Britain,  an4  ani 
attempt  to  do  it  would  precipitate  a  war^whidi 
would  lose  us  the  whole  territory — he  utterly  lepih 
diated  it  as  a  gross  fallacy.  When  we  were,  as  i 
nation,  much  younger,  less  populous,  and  Iw 
powerful,  we  not  only  held  our  own  against  Great 
Britain,  but  humbled  her*  Now  that  we  are  «gb* 
teen  millions,  with  an  annual  in6rease  of  at  leaa 
three  per  centum,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  thit 
we  should  fear  her  threat  of  war.  It  had  been  aid 
that  she  could,  f;om  her  access  by  sea,  and  throngk 
the  facilities  of  her  establishments  already  ia  ik 
hands  of  her  for  traders,  and  their  Snfluenee  over 
the  Indian  country,  pour  into  the  territory  tbotBaadi 
of  troops  to  expel  our  citiaens.  ,  Bat,  should  ahe 
attempt  this,  what  might  be  the  conseqaeiet 
to  herself  at  home^at  her  own  doecsl  Whit  ibe 
effect  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  of  our  choieeit 
spirits  poured  into  Ireland,  to  assist  that  aaiioft 
to  recover  its  independenc^l 

Great  Britain  would  never  want  a. pretence  for 
war,  when  she  should  deem  it  her  interest  to  re> 
linqoith  peace.  All  her  dispositions  and  a^BDg^ 
ments  are.  to  place  herself  in  a  position  for  sg|r» 
sive  war.'  Her  grasping  poliey  ctrcumveated  tke 
globe.  She  was  daily  encroaching  on  iheterritorf 
of  every  other  nation;  while  no  ether  natioi^  in  the 
world  was  claiming  any  of  hers.  The  day  eoold 
not  be  disUnt  when  such  a  power  must  be  in  vdred 
in  war.  He  might  not  live  to  see  it,  but  there 
were  those  now  in  the  years  of  manhood,  who 
would  live  lo  see  the  consequence  of  her  trro> 
gance.  When  that  war  with  us  comes,  which  is  ao 
often  threatened,  the  price  she  will  have  to  pay  for 
it  is  not  alone  the  loss  of  her  Hudson  hay  territo- 
ries and  the  Canadas,  butibedismembermeatof 
her  own  kingdom  by  the  independence  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  obtained  Ihe  floor,  and,  oi 
hie  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TnuBSDAT,  January  13, 1843. 

Mr.  JOHN  C.  EDWARDS  presented  a  petitim 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment  of  a  post  route  from  Fori  William,  is 
Franklin  county,  Missouri,  to  LHtle  Poney  poet 
office,  in  Pulaski  county,*  Missouri;  referred  to  tin 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RIDG WAY  presented' a  memorisl,  signed 
by  13  members  of  the  bar  of  ChHicothe,  Ohio,  prty* 
ing  Congress  to  restore  the  summer  term  of  the 
United  States  circuit  and  district  courts  to  Golom- 
bus,  the  seat  of  government  of  Ohioj  which  wii 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  memorials  of  the  same  character,  sigited 
by  141  citizens  of  Columbus,  and  others,  all  eiti* 
zcns  of  Ohio;  which  were  referred  to  the  sitae 
committee.  • 

Mr.  SHAW  presented  the  petition  of  John  Blc- 
Clintock  and  others,  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  praying  indemnity  for  French  spolii- 
tions  on'  American  commerce  prior  to  the  yeir 

1800. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  what  would  be  the 

first  business  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  committees  wonld 
be  called  on  for  reports;  after  which,  dariog  the 
morning  hour,  the  resolution  of  the  genilemiB 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bowne,]  in  relation  to  Gen- 
eral  Jsckson's  fine,  would  come  up  for  consideri' 
tion. 

The  committees  were  then  called  on  for  reports. 

JOINT  RULE  IN  RELATION  TO  CUIMS. 

Mr.  GlDDINaS,from  the  Committee  ofClwoji 
reported  an  additional  joint  rule  which  bsd  been 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  with  a  reeommeodsuoii 
that  it  be  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  was  about  to  put  the  qaesuoi 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  rule,  when 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  its  reading. 

It  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Retolved,  (the  House  of  IUpreeent»tive»  conciiFrlftft^JJJ 
the  following  be  added  to  the  joumalf  of  ihe  two  Bovm^ 
CoDgreei,  to  wit: 
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WhMMver  a  claim  ajcainat  the.United  StatM  of  anvdacriptiOD 
haa  bean  or  shall  be  presenied  to  either  House,  ana  referied  to 
a  committaef  and  aach  committee  ahall  have  made  a  report  in 
writing  agaiaai  the  aUomanca  of  the  claim,  and  the  aama  ahall 
have  bean  concurred  in  by  auch  House,  it  eball  not  be  in  order 
to  revire  the  eooaidenuion  of  auch  claim  in  that  House,  at  the 
•ameor  any  futore  aesaion  of  Congieas,  either  by  bill,  resolu- 


tion, petition,  or  otherwise,  except  upon  a  memorial  of  (he 
claimant,  arst  setting  forth,  upon  affidaTit,  that  he  has  diacover- 
ed  oewaTideoce  in  support  of Ua  chum  suce  the  declsioD  againat 
ii,  and  astaiementof  th^e  substance  of  snch  evideace;  er,  second, 
aaaigoing  specific  enors  in  the  report  of  the  committee  adverse 
to  it:  Provided  J  That  an  order  dischargini;  a  committee  from 
the  further  eoQBideiatiOQ  of  a  claim,  ahall  in  nowise  require  a 
compliance  with  this  rule. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  t>ppo8ed  the  proposilion, 
aod  waked  for  infonnatioD. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  called  for  its  readiof;;  and 
it  was  again  read.  (Cries  of  "Qood;**  ''That's 
righU'T 

Mr.  GUDDINQS  advocated  the  proposition. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  contended  that  it  would  be 
unjast  to  adopt  snch  a  rale,  without  giving  previous 
notice  to  the  country. 

Mr.  GIDDING8  rejoined.. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  took  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  unjust,  and  be  committing  a  gross  piece 
of  injustice  to  adopt  such  a  m\fi.  He  doubted  the 
light  of  Congress  to  cut  off  the  right  of  appeal  to 
the  equity,  justife,  and  consideration  of  a  future 
Congress. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  advocated  the  proposed  rule; 
and  contended  that  it  was  rendered  necessary  by 
the  constant  practice  of  presenting  the  same  claim 
over  and  over  again  for  years,  after  it  had  been 
rejected  bv  each  successive  Congress. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution;  which  was  again  read. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  but,  at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  RAYNER, 
he  withdrew  it. 

The  debate  was  then  continued  by  Messrs.  RAY- 
NER, TILLINGHAST,  REYNOLDS,  and  HOP- 
KINS, who  concluded  by  lenewing  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question;  which  being  ordered,  were  taken, 
and  resulted  in  yeas  80,  nays  199. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  not  agreed  to. 

The  morning  hour  having  eipi red,  the  resolu- 
tion, was  therefore  laid  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  of  the  Chair  what 
would  be  the  next  business  in  order? 

The  SPEAKERreplied  that  the  report  and  res- 
olutions of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
together  with  the  pending  questions  on  that  sob- 
jecty  were  now  in  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  would  then  appeal  to 
the  House  to  know  whether  they  would  not,  by 
general  consent,  permit  this  subject  to  be  laid  over, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  previous  question 
should  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  further  consid- 
eration of  it  be  postponed  till  Monday  week,  and 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  that  day.  In 
the  mean  lime,  MK  F.  hoped  that  the  printing  of 
the  extra  copies  of.  the  report  of  the  committee, 
und  the  minority  report,  would  be  ordered. 

Mr,  EVEELETT  made  a  few  remarks  in  too 
low  a  tone  to  be  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  observed  that  he  should  bare 
no  objection  to  the  postponement,  but  that  he  had 
made  a  pledge  yesterday  to  the  gentleman  from 
Keniaeky,  [Mr.  UirbcawooD,]  which  he  should 
like  to  redeem.  That  gentleman  denied  that  he 
conld  furnish  proof  that  Mr.  Clay  disclaimed  a  na- 
tional bank  during  the  late  Presidential  contest, 
and  said  that  other  expedients  could  be  resorted  to. 
Mr.  B.  was  now  prepared  with  the  proof  be  alluded 
to^  and  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  to  show  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
permit  the  question  on  printing  to  be  taken  first; 
and  Mr.  B.  assenting— 

The  question  on  printing  the  extra  copies  was 
tmken  and  carried. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  question  would  be 
next  taken  on  the  postponement  till  Monday  week. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
decision  of  this  question  was  not  to  interfere  with 
the  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
exchequer  trill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  GUBHOIQ  iuppoaed  also,  with  the  under- 


standing  that  the  previous  question  should  be  with- 
drawn; which  was  also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  rose  and' asked  permission  to 
address  the  House,  so  as  to  redeem  the  pledge  he 
made  yesterday  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
He  had  the  proof  ready,  and  was  prepared  to  pro- 
duce it. 

Mr.  WISE  presumed  the  gentleman  could  wait 
till  Monday  week,  when  the  whole  subject  would 
come  up. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  said  that  he  would  not  detain 
the  House  ten  minutes. 

Cries  of  "Hear  bim,»»  "Hear  him." 

Objection  being  made— 

Mr.  CUSHING  aaid  that  he  would  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  exchequer  bill.  Should  this  motion 
prevail,  the  gentleman  would  have  an  opportunity 
to  make  all  the  explanation  he  desired. 

Mr.  RAYNER  asked  if  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man would  not  interfere  with  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  act.    If  so,  he  was  opposed  to  it.  - 

Mr.  CUSHING  having  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  motion,  the  question  was  taken  and 
resulted  in  yeas  lOt,  nays  104,  as  follows: 

TEAS— MeMra.  Allen,  Arnold,  Ayerigg,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Bidlack,  Black,  Blair,  Borden,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brigga, 
Bronaoo,  Bumeli,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Childa,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark, 
Staley  N.  Clarke,  Colqniu,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Coweo,  Cran- 
Mon,  Croaa,  Coaliing,  Dawaon,  John  Edwarda,  Egbert, 
Ferria,  Feaaenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floydr  Foroance,  Gam- 
ble, Galea,  Giddinsa,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  William  O.  Goode, 
Granger,  Gwin,  Halated,  Haya,  Henry,  Holmeo,  Howard, 
Httbard,  Hudaoo,  Himt,  Charlea  J.  IngeraoII,  James  Irrin, 
William  W.  Irwiq,  William  Coet  Johnaon,  Isaac  D.  Jonea, 
Lewia.  Robert  McClellan,   McKeon,  Hallonr,  Mitchell,  Mor- 

En,  Morrow.  Oabomei  Pendleton,  Proffit,  Benjamin  Randall, 
incher,Rldgway,  Rodney,  Rooserelt,  William  Ruasel I,  James 
M.  Ruasell,  Saltonatall,  Sanford,  Saunders,  ShleUla,  Blade, 
William  Smith,  Siokely,  Btraiton,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  John 
B.  Thompeoo,Tillinffhast,  Tomlinson,  Trotti,  Trumbull,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Ward.  Warren,  Waneraon,  Weller,  Thomas  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williaros,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Wood,  and 
John  Younff^lOl . 

NAYS— lleaars.  Adarea,  L.  W.  Andrewa,  8.  J.  Andrews, 
Arrington,  Atherton,  Babcock,  Beeson,  Birdaeye,  Boardman, 
Botts,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charlea 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William 
B.  Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Campbell,  Canr,  Casey,  Chapman, 
CliflTord/  Clinton,  Colea,  Cravens,  Daniel,  G.  Davis,  R.  D. 
Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Everett,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gentry,  Gog- 
gin,  Gordon,  Grahana,  Green,  Harria.  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hous- 
ton, Jack,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
King,  Lane,  Linn,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McKay,  McKennan,  BCarchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Samaon  Maaon, 
Mathiot,  Mathawa,  Mattocka,  Maxwell,  Bfaynaid,  Medill, 
Meriwether.  Miller,  Owaley,  Parmenter,  Ramsey,  Alexander 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Read,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Rigga, 
Rogers,  Shaw,  Bhepperd.  Truman  Smitb,  Snyder,  Spngg, 
Stanly,  Steenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart, 
Summers,  Swenev,  Rictiard  W.  Thompaon,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son,  Toland,  Triplett,  Tumev,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Wash- 
ingbon,  Westbrook,  Christopher  H.  Wllliajsa,  Yurke,  and  Au- 
gustus  Young— IM. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee^  of  the  Whole  on  the  French  spoliation 
claims. 

The  motion  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  the  House  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
bankrupt  law,  together  with  the  various  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Mr.  McKEON  (who  had  the  floor)  resumed 
and  concluded  his  remarks.  He  said  he  was  aware 
that  objections  had  been  made  to  such  a  discussion 
as  had  been  going  on  upon  this  measure;  but  if 
gentleuien  would  recollect  the  historf  of  the  House 
cf  Representatives,  they  must  perceive  that  de- 
bates of  this  character  would  arise  upon  some  sub- 
ject brought  before  it  during  the  session.  He  did 
not  know  a  subject  on  which  it  was  more  proper 
than  the  present.  It  was  a  common  thing  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  England  for  both  parties 
to  discuss  the  measures  of  the  ministry  in  general. 
It  was  also  common  in  this  country.  In  the  pres- 
ent instance,  the  debate  k>egan  with  the  majority  of 
the  House,  iipon  the  lead  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  {Mr.  Arnold,]  who  was  followed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  GusHuro,] 
and  then  by  two  colleagues  of  his  own,  [Messrs. 
BowNK  and  GonDOM,]  who  separated  from  each 
other.  As  these  gentlemen  had  defined  their  posi- 
tions, he  intended  to  place  himself  right — speaking 
his  own  individual  opinions,  and  not  those  of  any 
one  eke. 

Ith«dbee48aggei|ed  to  him  to  inqiiire  what  tlie 


Democratic  parly  should  do,  when  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushino]  said  thai  if 
the  Whigs  would  not  support  the  administration, 
the  President  must  get  support  from  their  oppo« 
nents. 

Mr.  CUSHING  desired  to  make  a  correction. 
He  did  not  wish  to  be  judged  either  by  the  con- 
struction or  misconstruction  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  McKEON  said  he  would  read  from  the 
gentleman's  speech.  He  then  read  the  following 
passage: 

"Mr.  C.  would  say  to  gentlemen  of  all  partieain  the  House, 

id  more  esoecially  to  gentlemen  constituting  the  majority  in 

Congress,  ii  voo  will  not  co-operate  with  the  President  in 


and  more  esoecially  to  gentlemen  constituting  thejnajority  in 

Ii  vou  wi" 
carrying  on  the  Government,  which  is  your  highest  duly,  he 


must  seek  the  aid  of  your  adversariea.'' 

Mr.  CUSHING.  ^'Carrying  on  the  Govern- 
ment," not  supporting  the  Administration. 

Mr.  McKEON.  <*  Carrying  on  the  Govern- 
ment.'*   What  did  that  mean? 

Mr.  CUSHINO  said  he  would  explain  its  mean- 
ing. 

Mr.  McKEON  said  he  could  not  yield  the  floor, 
as  he  had  but  forty  minutes  left. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  desired  the  House  to 
observe  thi^. 

Mr.  McKEON  resumed,  and  again  read  from 

the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 

as  follows: 

**If  you  Whigs  will  lock  the  wheels  of  the  Oomnment,  I 
trust  aid  will  be  found  in  the  Democrats." 

What  were  the  measures  of  this  Administration 
which  the  Democratic  party  were  called  on  to  ap- 
plaud and  support?  One  of  the  strongest  meas- 
ures of  the  last  session — he  meant  the  remedial 
justice  bill,  which  took  away  from  the  State  sov- 
ereignties a  portion  of  their  judicial  power,  and 
transferred  it  to  the  Federal  courts — received  the 
unbroken  and  undivided  vote  of  the  Democratic 
party  against  it.  Yet  this  measure  was  recomr 
mended  by  the  President  in  his  message  of  De- 
cember, 1841.    The  President  then  said: 


"I  cannot  fail,  however,  to  suggest  to  Coo^reas  the  propriety, 
and,  in  aome  degree,  the  necessity,  of  making  such  provisions 
by  law,  80  far  as  they  may  conatitutlonally  do  ao,  for  the  re- 
moval at  their  commencement,  and  at  the  option  of  the  party, 
of  all  such  cases  aa  may  hereafter  arise,  and  which  may  involve 
the  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  our  iniernauonal  ob- 
ligations, from  the  State  to  the  Federal  Judiaary." 

It  was  in  pursuance  of  this  recommendation  that 
I  he  remedial- justice  law  was  pa.ssed  by  the  major- 
ity in  the  House  and  the  Senate.  The  Democratic 
parly  opposed  it  at  every  step;  but  it  received  the 
signature  of  the  President,  whom  they  weie  called 
on  to  support !  Again:  the  ground  taken  by  Mr* 
Webster  (and,  without  doubt,  sanctioned  by  the 
Executive)  in  his  correspondence  about  the  Mc- 
Leod  affair,  was  not  approved  by  the  Democratic 
party.  Were  they  now  a^ked  to  endorse  it?  Were 
they  also  required  to  acquiesce  in  the  distribution 
bill,  which  the  President  signed,  and  which  he  de- 
cidedly recommended,  provided  it  did  not  render  an 
increase  of  the  duties  on  imports  above  20  per 
cent?  In  December,  1841,  after  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  the  President  said: 

*1t  might  be  esteemed  deairable  that  no  auch  augmentation 
of  the  taxes  ahould  take  place  aa  would  have  the  eflbct  of  an- 
nulling the  land-procceds-distrlbuiion  act  of  the  last  aeasion, 
which  act  is  declared  (o  be  inoperative  the  moment  the  duties 
are  increased  beyond  90  per  cent,  the  maximum  rata  eatab- 
Ikhed  by  the  compromiae  act." 

Thus  it  seemed  that  the  President  was  exceed- 
ingly anxious  that  the  law  should  be  carried  into 
effect. 

But,  he  asked,  were  the  Democrats  to  find  rea•^ 
son  to  support  him  on  account  of  his  course  in  the 
Rhode  Island  affair?  Was  it  the  loan  bill  which 
commended  him  to  favor?  The  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  PaoFPir]  but  the  other  day  pictured 
the  glories  of  the  Administration  in  eloquent 
terms.  Who  before  this  Administration,  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  had  ever  witnessed  the  specta- 
cle of  an  agent  of  the  Qovernment  going  about 
the  streets  of  London  to  borrow  money  n^ithoul 
success?  Was  that  one  of  the  glories  of  this  Ad- 
ministration? At  the  last  session,  it  asked  for  in- 
ordinate appropriations  for  th^  army  and  navy; 
but,  under  the  lead  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  CiVB  JoBvsoM.]  a  majority  of  the 
House  reduced  them  to  a  more  moderate  standard. 
The  President  approved  of  the  tariff  bill,  too, 
which  waa  the  worst  ever  paaaed  hy  |tn  American 
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CoDgresfi;  and  on  the  very  question  upon  which 
the  Democrats  staked  their  exisieoce  as  a  party,  he 
defeated  their  wishes,  by  approying  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  sub^reasnry.  And  were  they  now  asked  to 
endorse  all  these  act^?  Upon  what  principle  the 
rapport  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  CusRiNo]  was^  to  be  given,  he  con  Id  not 
undertake  to  say.  He  knew  of  none.  The  meas- 
ures  approved  by  the  President  were  all  Federal, 
and  sustained  by  the  majority  of  that  party  in 
Con:^ress.  But  perhaps  it  was  thought  the  Demo* 
cratic  party  should  support  the  President  on  ac- 
count of  bis  Democratic  acts.  He  ■  (Mr.  McK.) 
would  hereafter  show  that  even  in  them  he  did  not 
concur  with  the  party. 

He  was  glad  that  in  the  next  Congress  the  strife 
would  be  one  of  principle.  There  was  a  radical 
difference  between  the  two  parties  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff,  the  bank,  and  the  distribation  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  pnblic  lands.  Did  the  President 
agr«e  with  the  Democracy  upon  these  subjects?  As 
be  understood  the  views  of  the  President,  that  offi- 
cer thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
furnish  a  paper  currency  for  the  country.  The 
Whigs  were  also  in  favor  of  a  paper  currency;  but 
they  thought  it  could  be  best  applied  through  a 
national  bank,  whilst  the  President  proposed  that 
it  should  be  afforded  by  means  of  an  exchequer. 
The  Demoerais,  on  the  other  hand,  declared  that 
there  should  be  no  paper  currency  created  by  the 
Federal  QovemmenL  Thus,  it  would  be  perceiv- 
ed, there  was  a  »ad  difference  between  them. 

Here  Mr.  CtJSHING  rose  to  ask  a  question, 
but 

Mr.  McKEONsaid  he  had  no  time  to  spare,  and 
proceeded  with  his  remarks.  In  1834,  the  Presi- 
dent differed  with  ihe  Whig  party  about  a  bank  of 
the  United  Srates.  Still  he  declared  that  such  an 
institution  was  expedient.  Mr.  Tyler  then  said 
that  the  Constiturion  should  be  amended.  In  his 
speech  on  the  removal  of  the  depo»ites,  he  held 
this  language,  speaking  of  the  advantages  of  a 
United  States  bank:  **Nor  am  I  insensible  to  the 
beneficial  influences  it  (ha5  had)  over  the  currency 
of  the  country;  but  I  oppose  it  because  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional." Again:  **If  my  opinion  could'  have 
any  influence  over  the  country,  my  advice  would 
be,  restore  the  deposites,  and  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion.*' It  was  due  to  the  President  to  say  that  his 
opinions  on  this  subject  had  beeii  on  record  for 
some  time.  His  Whig  friends  should  have  inquir- 
ed into  them  before  they  placed  bis  name  upon  the 
ticket  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 

As  for  the  exchequer  which  the  President  sent 
to  Congress,  he  held  that  it  was  the  worst  scheme 
for  expanding  the  currency  which  he  had  ever  yet 
seen,  and  more  fraught  with  dangerous  results. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  indeed  &hown  how 
much  he  understood  about  currency,  when  he 
staked  his  reputation  upon  its  good  results. 

In  1841,  the  President  recommended,  in  strong 
term?,  that  the  distribution  law  should  be  passed, 
and  Wiut  on  to  show  that  it  would  be  of  immense 
•benefit  to  the  8tate<t,  by  relieving  them  from  taxa- 
tion. On  this  point,  therefore,  the  Pre^dent  was 
at  isstse  with  the  Democratic  party;  for  they  held 
that  n«  distribution  law  should  be  passed,  let  the 
duties  be  over  or  under  20  per  cent.  Holding  such 
a  law  to  be  unconstitutional,  it  mattered  not  with 
them  whether  there  was  an  overflowing  or  an  ex- 
hausted treasury. 

The  head  of  this  Administration  was  elected  as 
a  Whig,  and  his  Secretaries  were  identified  with  the 
Whigs  of  1840.  They  still  had  command  of  the 
high  places,  and  he  knew  not  a  man  of  them  who 
hid  come  to  the  conclusion  to  absolve  himself  from 
his  union  or  identification  with  the  Whig  party, 
when  battling  against  the  Democrats  in  1840.  He 
would  say  to  his  colleague  from  Otsego,  [Mr. 
Bgwnb,]  who  seemed  so  anxious  to  throw 
open  the  doors  of  the  Democratic  church 
to  Mr.  Webster,  that  he  must  have  spoken 
too  quick.  His  colleague  was  not  sure  that  Mr. 
Webster  would  come.  Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  always  meant  to  be;  and  his  colleague 
night  himself  get  into  the  Whig  party,  instead  of 
getting  the  Secretary  of  State  into  the  Democratic 
party.  The  speech  at  Faneoil  Hall  oontained 
this  passage:  '<!  am  a  Whig— «lwayshaTe  ' 


always  will  be;  and  if  anybody  undertakes  to 
turn  me  out  of  the  pale  of  that  communion,  let 
him  see  who'll  get  out  first."  Was  this  manifest- 
ing any  disposition  to  come  into  the  Democratic 
party?  Were  not  all  the  opinions  of  Daniel  Web- 
ster refiected  in  the  recommendstions  to  the  House 
of  Representatives?  Was  there  no  difference  of 
opinion  between  him  and  the  Democratic  party  on 
the  subjects  of  the  treaty,  the  tariff,  and  ihecnrreney? 
He  (Mr.  McK.)  never  expected  to  see  the  Demo- 
cracy of  Daniel  Webster.  Mr.  W.  so  firmly 
believed  in  the  truth  of  Federalism,  and  bad  so 
long  stood  forth  as  its  illustrious  champion,  that 
he  would  never  yield  up  that,  in  the  defence  of 
which  he  had  acquired  all  his  reputation. 

He  recollected  another  incident,  when  a  difficul- 
ty occurred  between  this  Government  and  France; 
during  which  (he  said)  he  would  not  vote  the  ap- 
propriation if  the  enemy  were  thundering  at  the 
door  of  the  (3apitol.  He  recollected,  too,  and  well, 
the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  AoiMS,]  that  he  had  but  another  step  to 
take,  and  that  was  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy;  and 
he  should  never  forget  the  enthusiasm  which 
hailed  that  declaration,  for  it  burst  through  all 
bounds.  He  went  on  to  show  that  the  gentleman 
now  at  the  bead  of  the  State  Department,  thoug(li 
he  might  ask  to  be  received  into  the  Democratic 
ranks,  could  never  expect  to  be  trusted. 

He  then  reviewed  the  ppeech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushino,]  which  had 
been  f o  much  commented  on  during  tliis  debate;  and 
made  the  declaration  that,  if  it  was  m^ant  that  the 
veto  power  was  to  be  used  to  aid  the  Executive  in 
carrying  on  a  war  against  the  opposing  party, 
nothing  could  have  so  great  an  influence  in  exciting 
the  people  of  this  country  against  the  vato  power 
as  such  an  avowal.  He  enumerated  various 
prominent  questions,  on  which  there  was  a  clearly 
defined  and  irreconcilable  difference  on  principle 
between  the  two  prominent  parties  in  the  country; 
and  showed  the  impossibiUy  of  forming  a  party  by 
a  combination  of  men  holding  such  opposite  prin- 
ciples to  carry  on  the  Government.  The  Admin- 
istration must  be  carried  on,  on  one  or  the  other  set 
of  principles  of  the  existing  parties;  and  the  nan 
who  expected  that  he  could  form  a  political  rain- 
bow of  various  colors,  mistook  the  temper  of 
the  American  people. 

Mr.  RAYNRR  said  he  voted  for  the  bankrupt 
law  at  the  extra  session;  and,  as  be  meant  to  vote  for 
its  repeal,  he  desired  to  state  the  reasons  which 
governed  him  in  the  vote  he  should  give.  He 
voted  for  the  bankrupt  law  with  some  misgivings; 
but  he  yielded  his  doubts  regarding  its  propriety,  at 
the  earnest  entreaty  of  others,  who  deemed  it  essen- 
tia] to  the  well-being  of  the  community.  The  peo- 
ple of  North  Carolina  were  less  commercial  in  their 
pursuits  than  some  other  people  of  the  United 
States;  and,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  he  saw 
no  pressing  necessity  for  such  a  law;  but  he  could 
not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  embarrassments  and  suffer- 
ings and  distresses  that  were  operating  on  the 
commercial  and  trading  sections  of  the  Union, 
crippling  their  energies,  and  tying  up  the  hands  of 
industry.  And  when  he  looked  at  the  cause  of 
those  embarrassments  and  distresses,  he  saw  the 
suffering  portions  of  the  community  were 
not  paying  the  penalty  of  their  own  impru« 
dence,  but  were  enduring  miseries  brought  upon 
them  by  rash  and  wieked  measures  of  financial 
quacks  and  political  gamblers.  It  was  a  state  of 
things  growing  out  of  twelve  years  of  misrule,  that 
aroused  the  country  in  1840  to  overthrow  the  self- 
styled  Democratic  party,  and  to  bring  in  the  Whig 
party  to  relieve  the  conntry  as  far  as  they  could  do 
so;  and  the  maladministration  which  they  came  in 
to  correct,  forced  upon  them  the  bankrupt  law.  But 
since  the  causes  which  led  to  the  passage  of  the 
bankrupt  law  no  longer  existed,  or  existed  with 
much  less  force,  he  thought  the  question  might 
now  be  entertained^  whether  there  was  a  duty  in* 
cumbent  on  them  to  keep  the  law  any  longer  in 
existence.  The  objects  of  the  law  had  been,  in  a 
great  measure,  accomplished.  Those  who  had 
been  thrown  into  insolvency  by  the  maladminis- 
tration of  publie  affairs,  had  received  the  benefit 
of  it;  those  whose  energies  and  industry  had  (>een 
destroyed  by  the  aotion  of  tke*Fid«ral  Qoveni- 


ment,  were  left  free,  and  Ihe  manacles  stiadi  tvm 
their  hands,  and  they  could  now  pursue  the  on- 
ward course  of  enterprise  and  ihdnstry. 

The  mechanic  had  been  released,  and  agaisMit 
to  his  shop;  the  sailor  te  his  ship;  the  merdniitto 
his  counter;  and  the  farn(ier  to  his  plough.  Tbeh6 
neficent  action  of  the  law  had  presented  tofliem  iwr 
fields  for  enterprise  and  labor,  in  which  thej  mi^ 
hereafter  not  only  obtain  the  means  of  sabtif leier, 
but  of  paying  the  debts  from  which  they  had  beta 
released — ^ebts  which  honor  called  on  them  to  pro* 
vide  for  when  possessed  of  the  ability  lo  do  lo, 
though  they  were  freed  from  all  legal  obligatioK. 
And  while  the  honest  and  unfortunate  had  re. 
ceived  the  benefits  of  this  law,  the  recklcBs  and  in. 
prudent  had  been  brought  to  a  state  of  aeeoania. 
bility,  and  the  creditor  on  hh  part  had  received  the 
benefits  of  it  also.  Notwithstanding  the  beoefis 
of  the  bankrupt  law,  still  there  were  evils  init^u 
there  were  in  every  finite  system— a  few  of  vhidi 
he  would  now  advert  to.  Although  he  voted  fir 
this  law,  considering  that  the  objections  to  it  veie 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  benefits  fee 
thought  it  would  produce,  yet  he  believed  rbit 
these  objections  operated  with  greater  force  aowihii 
then.  He  also  believed  that  the  present  sute  of 
things  in  the  country,  as  well  as  public  oj^n, 
demanded  its  repeal.  One  great  objection  to  it 
was,  that  its  tendency  would  b«*,  he  feared,  to  destroy 
confidence,  take  away  the  means  of  obtaioing 
credit,  and  thereby  materially  injure  the  btui- 
ness  of  the  community.  Capitalists  wonld  feu 
to  trust  men  of  business,  because  of  Ihe  li' 
dueements  held  out  to  them  to  relieve  tbeniselrei 
from  debt  in  this  easy  and  ready  manner;  wUe 
men  would  be  tempted  to  mu  into  banrdou 
and  improTident  speculations,  from  the  belief  tbt, 
if  they  failed,  they  could,  with  so  little  trouble, fx- 
tricate  themselves  from  their  embarrassments.  At- 
other  serious  objection  to  this  law,  as  a  permueit 
system,  was,  that  it  came  tn  conflict  with,  ud 
unsettled,  all  the  laws  which  the  States  bid  ei- 
tablished  for  the  regulation  pf  the  transictions  be- 
tween debtor  and  crcditoh  It  was  one  of  the  es- 
sentials to  a  sound  system  of  trade,  tlfat  the  reh- 
tions  of  debtor  and  creditor  should  be  pot  on  t 
firm  and  permanent  basis.  Any  law,  therefore, 
that  prevented  or  interfered^  with  this  stsfe  of 
things,  was  impolitic  as  well  as  unjost.  Tbeie 
was  still  another  reason  why  he  would  vole  fori 
repeal  of  this  law;  and  that  was,  that  public  opia- 
ion  bad  settled  down  to  the  conviction  that  it  otigkt 
to  be  repealed.  H^  had,  at  the  time  of  the  eotft* 
ment  of  this  law,  stated  that  his  constituents  voaid 
be  but  little  affected  by  it,  and  that,  therefore,  they 
would  care  very  little  about  it.  He  was  still  of 
that  opinion;  but,  so  far  as  they  had  igittted 
the  t  abject,  he  bcKered  that  they  were  deeidedl; 
in  favor  of  the  repeal.  Though  willing,  however,  to 
vote  for  the  repeal,  yet  he  could  not  vote  for  it 
without  some  amendment  as  to  the  time  whet 
it  should  take  effect.  All  those  who  had  con* 
menced  the  initiatory  proceedings  toaviilthen* 
selves  of  the  benefits  of  the  act,  had  done  so ob 
the  faith  of  the  Government,  and  they  had  a  sort 
of  vested  right  in  it.  Further,  it  would  not  lie 
just  te  exclude  those  creditors  firom  its  benffiti, 
who  had  extended  forbearance  to  their  debtors  to 
this  time.  Such  a  proceeding  won W  operate  m 
punishment  for  the  best  and  kindest  fteliogsoi 
human  nature,  and  would  be  calculated  to  destrof 
all  confidence  in  legislation.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  amendment  including  corporations  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  agreed  with  tbe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  PiciB^ 
that  it  would  be  the  most  dangerous  exercise  oi 
power  that  could  be  witnessed  in  this  €k)veroBeBt 

After  some  remarks  commenting  pretty  sererelr 
on  thecourreof  the  President,  and  expresisg  the 
hope  that  the  Whig  party  would  revive  agais* 

Mr.  R.  then  went  on  to  say  that,  however  nor- 
tiflfd  he  felt  at  many  occurrences  during  ihii  *- 
bate,  he  was  yet  graUfied  that  it  had  ukeo  place* 
It  had  served  to  draw  more  distincdy  the  lia«« 
party,  and  had  shown  to  the  country  (what  heWf 
knew)  that  there  were  but  two  parties  in  the  Hojiie 
of  Representatives.  The  Tyler  Aetton  were  mepo, 
into  the  LoGofoco  party;  aad^anid  the  aedUH 
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md  bciJiog  of  tlw  poliUoar  eaUlron,  the  seain  of 
that  partf  was  about  to  be  thrown  off. 

Mt.  B-t  in  rep^  to  Tarione  remarks  made  daring 
the  debate,  spoke  antil  the  expiration  of  his  boar. 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSHALL  ihen  obtained  the  floor, 
bot  deferred  his  remarks  nntii  to-morrow. 

TBM  UNITBD  8TATB8  LOAN. 

The  I^SAKER  submitted  a  eommnnication 
from  the  Treasury  ^kpartmeot,  enclosing  a  report 
of  the  amoant  borrowed  in  pnrsoance  of  the  bill 
to  aathotizeaioan. 

The  (^mftinni^tion  not  being  opened,  several 
centlemen  asked  for  its  reading;  whereupon  the 
Clerk  read  the  aecompanying  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  amount  borrowed  under  authority  of  the  act  of 
Congtess  was  |5,673,976  88. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  communica- 
tion be  referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  modifying  so  mneh  of  the  law  as  requires 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  the  amount 
of  the  loan  effected  under  par  value. 

Mr.  SPftIGG  asked,  was  it  not  intended  that  the 
communication  should  be  priotedl 

Mr.  FILLMORB  said  it  might  not  be  prudent 
to  print  it. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

EXBCUTIVR  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  submitted  the  following  fixecn- 
live  communications: 

A  communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
•obtaining  a  list  of  vessels  built  in  the  United 
States  since  18S6t  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
eoTcring  the  report  of  Capt.  Hughes's  reconnois' 
suiee  of  the  Ohio  river:  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
IRWIN,  to  the  CommiUee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
asd  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  eontmunication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
sbowiog  in  what  manner  the  contingent  fund  of 
Ihat  department  had  been  expended!  laid  on  the 
taJ»le,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communteation  from  the  Treasury  Depart 
mem,  m  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hoase  call- 
ing for  information  in  relation  to  the  alleged  defal* 
•ation  of  Jesae  Hoyi,  late  collector  of  the  port  ef 
New  Yorkt  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
priatedl 

A  eommvBieation  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
aieat,  covering  copies  of  the  statement  rendered  by 
the  ineorporaied  banks  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia: referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  MASON,  the  use  of  the 
hall,  on  Tuesday  next,  was  granted  to  the  Colon- 
ization Society. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  gave  notice  of  his  Intention 
to  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  appropriating 
three  days  lo  the  consideration  of  Territorial  busi- 


TRIAL  OP  LOUALLIER. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rpFe  and  said,  that  as  the  Com- 
mittee en  the  Judiciary  wished  to  obtain  informa- 
tion to  aid  them  in  their  in?eitigation  of  the  matters 
before  them  relative  to  General  Jaok80i«'i  fine,  be 
would  ask  the  House  to  adopt  ttie  following  reso- 
latiOB : 

Jleto<v«d;  That  ihe  8«erettT7  of  War  be  required  to  romiah 
to  this  HoDM  a  copy  of  alt  tlie  paper*  and  proceedings  to  be 
foaod  in  lUs  department  relatire  lo  tlie  anest,  and  trial  by 
court  martial,  under  the  orderi  of  General  Jackson,  of  E.  L. 
Lonalljer,  (or  Mr.  Louallier,  jr.,)  M  New  Orleane,  in  March, 
1816. 

SENATE  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  sey- 
crally  twice  read,  and  referred : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Monroe:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  residing  within 
the  reputed  limits  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and 
LiOiiisiana,  and  beyond  the  boandary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  the  republic  of  Texas,  as 
csmblMied  by  the  eommissioners  appointed  to  as- 
eenain  the  same:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jwlieiary. 

A  hiU'fer  the  relief  of  Wm.  De  Bays^  postmaster 


at  New  Orleans:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  disposing 
of  the'  lead  mineral  lands  in  the  Slates  of  Illinois 
and  Arkansas,  and  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and 
Iowa,  and  for  other  purposes:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  to  re-enact  and  continne  in  operation  the 
several  acts  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  Uoited  States:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jodiciary. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wareham  Kingslcy:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  claimants  to  indemnities 
received  from  the  British  Government  for  loss 
of  slaves  from  on  board  the  Comet  and  the  Enco- 
mium at  Nassau,  Bahamas:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joshua  Drew  was  concurred  in. 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Retolvedf  That  ilie  Committee  on  Military  Aflkira  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  number  of  commisaioned 
offlcersoithe  army,  corresponding  with  the  reduction  ofpri- 
•  vates;  whether  the  army  may  not  be  further  reduced,  by  dia- 
bandmg  one  or  more  regimenta  of  infantry,  or  the  aecond  re^- 
ment  of  dragoona;  and  whether  a  regiment  or  batulion  of  in- 
fantry may  not  be  conyerted  into  marines. 

PENSIONS  IN  WESTERN  VIRGINIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  it  was 

iZeaetoed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolationary  Penstooa 
be  Inauueted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencT  of  eetabliabing  a 
penaion  agency  at  Wytheville,  Virginia,  for  the  counties  of 
Lee,  Bcott,  Ruasell,  Tazewell,  Washington,  Smyth,  Wythe, 
Grayson,  Carroll,  Pulaski,  Mercer,  and  Qilas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREWS, 
The  House  adjourned. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  January  13,  1843. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was  ordered 
that,  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Mon- 
day next. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  eommnnication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmittina,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu'ion  of  the 
Senate  of  the  2 1st  of  August  last,  information  ob- 
tained from  the  American  consuls  abroad  as  to  the 
cost  of  all  commodities  imported  by  this  coaotry 
from  foreign  eoantries,  at  the  places  from  whence 
imported,  during  the  monihs  of  July,  August,  and 
September  of  the  past  year,  with  the  rates  of  in- 
surance, freiffhis,  Ac. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  (on  whose  mo- 
tion the  information  was  called  for,)  the  commu- 
nication was  ordered  .to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  um.  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  in  com- 
pliance with  (he  5th  Eection  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  3d  May,  1809,  g\ring  a  statement  of  contracts 
and  agreements  made  by  the  late  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners  daring  the  last  year,  not  already 
included  in  their  reporh  to  Congress  of  the  13th 
December,  1849;  which. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Uiica  and  Schenectady  Railroad  Company,  pray- 
ing that  the  tariff  law  may  be  so  modified  as  to  al- 
low two  years  further  for  the  imporiing  of  railroad 
iron  free  of  duty;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  CarroUton,  Ohio,  representing  that  they 
yiew,  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  and  mortification, 
the  gross  injustice  which  has  been  done  the  Hon. 
Amos  Kendall  for  '*a  dmre  faUhfvJUy  lo  pcr/orm  the 
dufwt  i/iuaoffiu  OM  Pottmmitir  Gtntral,  and  lo  proltet 
Ihe  pvbUe  nUtrnt  eommiited  to  hit  ckmrgty"  in  the  soil 
and  rendition  of  judgment  against  him,  in  his  in- 
dividual capacity,  in  favor  of  Wm.  6.  Stokes  and 
others;  and  urge  that,  where  a  public  officer  acts 
and  performs  bis  duties  "faithfully/'  the  Qovern- 
ment  for  which  he  thus  acts  should,  in  justice,  pro- 
tect and  defend  him  in  person  and  property  in  con- 
nexioa  with  such  performanoe.    The  memorialists, 


therefore,  pray  Congress  to  adopt  some  maaaures 
that  will  extricate  Mr.  Kendall  from  the  difficultiea 
growing  out  of  his  desire  to  guard  the  Interests  of 
the  United  States  faithfully. 

Mr.  T.  moved  ihat  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee.  This  proposition  elicited  some 
discu.saion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  ref? 
trence;  in  which  Messrs.  BERRIEN,  GRAHAM, 
ARCHER,  CONRAD,  KING,  WALKER,  and 
TAPPAN  parUcipated. 

The  memorial  was  disposed  of  by  referring  it, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Claims.  ^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  of  a  number  of  ship-owners  of  the  town 
of  Robinson,  Maine,  for  a  port  of  delivery  at  that 
place,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain freeholders  in  the  county  of  IBrie,  Pennsylva- 
nia,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the  l>ank- 
rupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Jodidary  Com* 
mitiee. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  memorial  from  eiti< 
tens  of  Monroe,  Michigan,  for  a  like  object;  which 
was  referred  te  the  Jodiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  George  B.  Slater  and  others,  of  Connecticut, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  complete  certain  im- 
provements to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  petition  and  papers  of  Richard  Patten  be 
taken  from  the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  resolutions  adopt* 
ed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  inreiaUou 
to  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands;  declaring  that  the  distribution  thereof  to  the 
States  is  unconstitutional,  and  recommending  that 
the  distributive  share  of  that  State  (whiehshe  declinea 
to  accept)  be  applied  to  the  general  expenditures : 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Also,  from  tke  same  source,  a  resolution  re« 
specting  the  postage  on  letters,  and  urging  a  te* 
duction  thereof;  and  recommending  a  limitation  on 
the  franking  privilege,  and  certain  other  modifica- 
ticns  of  the  post  office  Iftw^:  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the.  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  from  the  same  source,  resolutions  upoit 
the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law*  the  tariff  law,  and 
the  distribution  law,  urging  the  propriety  of  their 
repeal;  and  requesting  the  Representatives  and  in* 
structiag  the  Senators  from  that  Slate  to  vote  for 
their  repeal:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  160 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  chiefly  business  men,remon- 
stiating  against  the  n*peal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  di- 
recting a  survey  of  a  direct  communication  between 
Albemarle  Sound  and  the  Atlantic  ocean;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  fYom  the  Committee  onPension-s 
made  reports  (which  were  ordered  to  be  printed) 
on  the  following  bills  frem  the  Hou^e,  and  adverse 
to  (heir  passage,  via: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Marsh. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  Spear,  the  wido^  of 
John  Spear. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Williams,  widow 
of  Jacob  Williamx,  deceased. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  Irom  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Brown,  praying  for  a  pen6ion;  which  was  order 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  ibe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  aoiendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Wharry . 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev.olur 
tlocary  Pensions,  made  reports  (which  were  or4er- 
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ed  to  be  printed)  oh  the  following  bills  from  ibe 
House,  and  adverse^to  their  passage,  vizi 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carter  B.  Chandler. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  Poindexler 
of  Kentucky. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Dawkins;  and 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Peak. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
following  bills  from  the  Hoasr,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  J.  Tot'en;and 

The  bill  granting  to  Janies  ,Lowe  f  1,000  and 
one  section  of  land. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  it  was 

Re9olvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afikire  be  in- 
■trucied  to  ioquire  Into  the  expediency  of  retaining  the  organ- 
ixatian  of  the  four  compapiea  of  light  artillery,  aa  fixed  by  the 
law  of  the  &ih  of  July,  1838. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Nayal  Affairs,  reported  back,  witlvout  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Allen. 

Mr.  W.,  from  the  same  eemmittee,  made  a  re- 
port adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  Houte  bill  for 
the  relief  o^Mary  Crawford;  whieb  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

SeTeral  adverse  reports  of  standing  committees 
were  then  taken  up,  and  concurred  in. 

The  following  bills,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  on  yesterday,  were  taken  np,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passtd,  viz: 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  and  Thomas 
8,  Winslow. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barr  db  Smith. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferdinand  Seibert. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisba  Moreland, 
William  M.  Kennedy,  Robert  J.  Kennedy,  and 
Mason  E.  Lewis. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lionberger. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Delany. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Morgan. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius  Wilson 
and  James  Canter. 

House  bill  entitled  *<An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Captain  Samuel  Shannon, 
deceased.'' 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  of  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Ten- 
nessee, to  sell  lands  heretofore  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  schools  in  those  Siate»;  and 

Senate  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the.  State  of  Illinois  imposing  .a  tax  on  all  lands 
heretofore  jold  by  the  United  Slates  in  that  State, 
from  and  after  the  time  of  such  sale. 

House  bill  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
vestry  and  churchwardens  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  of  the  parish  of  St.  Philip,  in  Chailes- 
ton,  South  Carolina,''  was  taken  up  as  in  committee 
-of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and 
legal  representatives  of  Isaac  Green,  was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,afier  some  re» 
marks  by  Messrs.  McDUFFIE,  SEVIER,  EVANS, 
and  WOODBURY,  against  it,  and  by  Mr.  BER- 
RIEN in  favor  of  its  passage,  it  was,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  EVANS,  postponed  till  Friday  next  for  fur- 
ther examination. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  credentials  of  Jiucs  Bochanan,  who  has 
been  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  as 
a  Senator  for  that  State  for  six  years  from  and 
after  the  4tb  day  of  March  next;  which  were  or- 
dered to  l>«  placed  upon  the  files. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Linn's  bill  for  the  occupation  and  set- 
tlement of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  next  came 
up  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday;  the 
question  pending  being  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
rose,  and  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had  learned 
from  his  friends  that,  in  eonsvquence  of  tbe  argu- 
ment made  yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Bknton,]  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Choitb]  desired  to  reply.  He,  (Mr. 
M.,)  therefore,  most  cheerfully  yielded  the  floor. 
But,  as  the  hour  was  late,  he  moved  that  tbe  Sen 
ate  adjourn. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 
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HOUSE  gF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FafDAY,  January  13, 1843. 

Mr.  MEDILL  presented  a  petition  from  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  and  other  citizens  of  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  praying  the  repeal  of  tbe  law  of  tbe  last  ses- 
sion, removing  the  summer  term  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  Ohio  to  Cincinnati:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  READ  presented  a  .petition  from  sundry 
citizens  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
rsMal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  WISE  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
twelve  hundred  citizens  of  Baltimore  and  Balti- 
more county,  praying  Congress  to  pass  the  exche- 
quer  bill;  which  he  moved  to  refer  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  being  carried, 

Mr.  WliB  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  exchequer 
bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  .requested  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present,  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  report  a  bill  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  which  being  assented  to  by  Mr. 

WiSB, 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations ' 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for 
the  half  calendar  year  beginning  on  tbe  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1843,  and  ending  on  tbe  30th  June,  1843;  and 
for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  on  the  1st  July,  1843, 
and  ending  on  the  30ih  June,  1844;  whidi  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WISE  then  renewed  his  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  exchequer  bill. 

Mr.  EVERETT  asked  if  the  motion  would  re- 
quire a  vote  of  two-thirds,  as  in  a  suspension  of 
tbe  rules,  or  would  a  majority  be  snfllcienr. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  that  a  majority  could  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  at  any  time. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  tbe  nega- 
tive— ^yeas  53,  nays  198,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mewra.  Alien,  Barton,  Bidlack,  BDwne,  Brigga, 
Bronaon,  BurnelL  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, 
John  C.  Clark,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  C^oweo,  Cuahing,  Dawaon, 
Jolin  Bdwarde,  Ggt>ert,  Fowenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Gwin,  HajB,  Hoaeton.  Hubard,  Hudion,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  in- 

fereoll,  Linn,  Mitchell,  Pickens^  Plumer,  Rancher.  Ridgway, 
Locbevelt,  Wlliiam  RoaeelL  Sewell,  Shielda,  William  Smith, 
Snyder,  Stokely,  Strattoo,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghaat,  Tomlinaon, 
Ward,  Watteraon,  Waller,  Weatbrook,  Tbomaa  W.  Williamr, 
Joaeph  L.  Williama,  Wlnthrep,  Wise,  Wood,  and  Joha 
Youns— 63. 

NAYS— Measn.  Adams,  Landafl*  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Arriagton,  Atherton,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Beeson,  Birdseve,  Blair,  Boardman,  Botts,  Boyd,  Milton 
Brown,  J.  Brown,  Barke,  Wm.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Caruthei-s, 
Cary,  Caaev,  Chapman,  Childa,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Clifibrd. 
Clinton.  Colquitt,  Cranston,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard 
D.  Davis,  Dean,  Daberry,  Doan,  Eastman,  John  0.  Edwards, 
Everett,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance.  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gid- 
dings,  Gogffin,  Gordon,  Graham,  Halsted,  Harria  Henrv, 
Hopkins,  Hunter,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvm,  Jack, 
Cave  Johnson,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Lane,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClel- 
lao,  McKay.  McKennan,  Marcband,  Alfred  Mairahall,  Thomas 
F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mathews.  Mattocks, 
Maxwell,  Maynard,  Medill,  Meriwether.  Miller,  Mfoore,  Mor* 
gan.  Morrow,  Newhard,  Oaboroe,  Owaley,  Parmenter,  Par* 
iridic,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  PowelL  Ramsey,  Ben- 

emin  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Read,  Reefing.  Reynolds, 
iggs,  Rodney,  J.  M.  Russell,  Sanford,  fihiunders,  Shaw,  Sbep- 
p^rJ,  Truman  Smith,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  A.  H.  u. 
Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Toland,  Trotti,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Washington, 
Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Chiistopher  H.  Wil- 
liams^ Yorke,and  Augustus  Young— 128. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  exchequer  bill. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
roles,  that  be  might  move  to  take  op  the  bill  to  re- 
peal tbe  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said,  as  that  would  exclude  all 
other  business,  and  as  this  was  private  bill  day,  he 
would  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  la- 
ken,  resulted  as  follows:  Teas  119,  ni^s  70- 

The  motion  was  not  carried;  the  majority  being 
less  than  two-thirds. 

The  joint  resolution  to  bar  a  second  application 
for  claims  against  tbe  Government,  unless  sup- 
ported by  new  fact»,  which  was  under  discussion  J 


yesterday  during  the  morning  ikojix^  again  came  op 
in  order. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  opposed  the  adoption  of  Hu 
resolution. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  advocated  the  passage  of  thi 
resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question  of  eoacir- 
renoe  in  the  retiolution,  and  pronoiuced  that  he 
thought  (he  noes  had  it. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered; 
but  before  they  were  taken, 

Mr.  BIDLACK,  after  some  fe#  obseryations  en 
the  necessity  of  some  such  rule,  gave  noflee  that, 
if  it  should  be  rejected,  he  would,  at  the  first  op* 
portunity,  introduce  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  on  the 
expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  appoint  some 
officer  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  those 
cases  of  private  claims,  cross-examine  witnesNs, 
and  pot  cross-interrogatories. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  it  interfered  with  the  right  of  petitioi, 
which  was  secured  to  the  people  by  the  Consttui- 
tion.  Already  restrictions  on  that  right  existed,  of 
which  he  did  not  approve.  .  He  urged  the  fact,  that 
there  was  no  other  remedy  to  the  claimant  bat  to 
petition  Congress.  In  this  country,  no  man  eoold 
sue  the  Government;  whilst,  in  England,  there  wis 
a  board  of  exchequer  for 'the  settlement  of  eUiot. 
In  that  country,  a  subject  might  even  sue  the  King 
for  justice.  He  also  opposed  the  resolotien  o& 
another  ground.  The  Committee  of  Claims  was, 
in  fact,  a  court  of  justice,  the  members  of  whieh 
bad  a  political  interest  in  opposing  claims.  Mem- 
bers were  prevented  often  from  allowing  claims,  by 
the  fear  of  -being  charged  with  extriavagant  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money. .  They  were  abo, 
he  had  no  doubt,  sometimes  infineneed  by  party 
considerations  in  rejecting  a  claim.  Therefore,  he 
thought  that  a  rejection  once  ought  not  to  prejudice 
a  claim  ever  thereaftar. 

Mr.  HOLMES  contended  that  this  resolution 
proposed  an  important  innovation  in  the  practioe 
of  the  House;  and  begged  that  the  House  wenU 
pause  before  it  adopted  a  measure  which  might  ifti 
flict  so  much  injustice  upon  individuals. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  argued  In  favor  of  the  adoptioa 
of  the  resolution,  and  contended  that  it  did  not,  as 
supposed  by  bis  venerable  ffiend  f^om  Massacbn- 
setts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  abridge  tbe  right  of  petitioo. 
He  was  induced  to  favor  the  resolution,  on  aeoonat 
of  bis  experience  on  the  Committee  of  Claims.  He 
solemnly  believed  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  elaian 
presented  here  bad  no  foundation  whateTer. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 

GRAHAM  and  TILLINGHAST;  when 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  the  foltowlng  amendooient: 

"Providedy  however^  Ttiat  this  nils  shall  not  operate  as  i 
har  10  the  presentation  of  any  claims  that  may  have,  at  a  for* 
mer  session,  passed  either  House  of  Congress." 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BRIGK3S,  Mr. 
JOHN  C.  CLARK  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANLY  asked  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, to  allow  him  to  offer  an  amendment,  pron- 
ising  to  reiiew  the  call. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  assenting, 

Mr.  STANLY  offered  the  following  amendBMBt 
to  the  amendment: 

"Andprovided.  further,  That  no  committee  of  eittior  House 
of  Congress  shall  m  permitted  lo  employ  a,  clerk,  wuboat  per- 
mission being  first  obtained  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  STANLY,  after  explaining  his  reasons  for 
offering  this  amendment,  renewed  the  call  for  the 
previous  question;  which  being  seconded,  and  the 
main  qaestion  ordered,    ' 

Tbe  first  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Stahlt^ 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  Mr.  Botts\ 
amendment;  and  it  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  ia 
the  resolution  as  amended;  and  the  yeas  and  oars 
having  been  ordered,  the  result  was — ^yeas  95, 
nays  103,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Msssrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J.  Andnvs, 
Arnold,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Barton,  BaeKXi, 
Bidlack,  Biidseye,  Black,  Boardman,  Botts,  Bowne,  Brewsm, 
BronsoD,  Milton  Brown,  Burke,  William  BuUer,  Qreeo  W. 
Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  CaiopbsU, 
Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carutbera,  Casey,  Cbapmao,  Joba  C, 
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Clark,  Cliflbrd,  CliDton,  Coles,  Colquitt.  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Gowen,  CFaoacoo,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Doig,  Eastman,  John 
C.  Bdwards^  Ferris,  FesKnden,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gilmer, 
Gordon,  Gndwm,  Green,  Harris,  Houston,  Hunter,  Cave 
Jolin^n,  lAne,  Lewis,  Linn,  Llttlefield,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McKay,  Mathiot,  Matliews,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether, 
Mitchell,  Momw,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearca,  Pendleum,  Pick* 
ma,  Pope,  A.  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rencher, 
Reynolds,  Rogers,  James  M.  Russell,  aanrord,  Saunders,  Sew* 
elk  Shaw,  Snepperd,  Wm.  Smith,  Sprtgg,  Stanly,  Stratton. 
John  T.  Stuart,  Trotu,  TUmey,  Warren,  Washington,  and 
WatterM>n~96. 

KATS— Meavrs.  ^dams^  Allen,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair, 
Borden,  Boyd,  BrigJiB,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  William 
O.  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cary,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cross,  Cushing, 
Richard  D.  Davi%  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,John  Edwards,  Ev- 
erett, Fittmorek  John  6.  Floyd,  Gates,  Gog^in,  P.  G.  GkMde,  W. 
O.  Goods,  Granger,  Gusdne,  Halsted,  Hasungs,  Henry,  Holmes, 
Hopkins,  Hobard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  C.  J.  IngersoU,  /  R.  Inger- 
■oU,  James  frvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  King,  Lowoll,  Robert  McClellan,  McKennan,  Mc* 
Keon,  Mdlonr,  Marchand,  Thomas  F.  Maishall,  Samson  Mason, 
Mattocks,  Medill,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Newhard,  Par* 
menter.  Partridge,  Plumer,  PnwelL  ProfSt,  Ramsey,  B.  Randall, 
Read,  RtagSi  Rodney,  Wm.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Slade,  Truman 
Smith,  Snyder,  Boflers,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  Somroers.  Talis* 
feno,  John  B.Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghsst, 
Triplett,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Welter,  Westbrook,  Edward  D. 
While,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  JoMph  L.  Williams,  Wlnihrop,  Wise,  Wood, 
Torke,  AoKoatUi  Voung,  and  John  Toung— Iu3. 

So  the  resolatioR  was  not  concorred  in. 

Mr.  FILLMORE»  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  introdnced  the  fbllowing  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  th» Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  dia* 
charged  from  the  eortrideration  of  so  much  of  the*'estimatesof 
appropriations  for  1843  and  1814"  as  relates  to  the  construction 
of  a  dike -for  diosing  Hog  island  channel,  in  Charleston  harbor, 
Booth  Carolina,  and  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Commit* 
cae  on  Commerce. 

Jiesotved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  dis- 
chai^ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  so  much  of  the  esti* 
^maiiaa  of  appropriations  for  1843  and  1844,  as  relates  to  the  com* 
mwMiement  of  a  work  at  Sandy  Heok,  New  York;  to  the  com- 
mencement of  a  fort  on  Boilers'  point  flats,  Baltimore  harbor; 
to  the  preservation  of  the  site  of  Fort  Caswell.  Cape  Fear, 
North  Carolina;  to  the  presarvaiion  ef  the  site  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
Charleston,  Soath  Carolina;  to  the  commencement  of  a  fort  on 
the  coast  of  Georgia:  to  the  commenceipeiit  of  a  fort  between 
Mobile  bay  and  the  Rigoleis,  Louisiana;  to  the  erection  of  bar- 
raclcs,  quarters^  and  storehouses  at  Fort  Gibson,  Arkansas;  and 
to  the  eretsdon  of  forts  and  batteries  on  Siaten  island,  New  York 
harbor;  and  that  those  subjects  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  with  ittstructiona to  inquire  into  theezpediency 
of  selling  Fort  Gansevoort  aud  its  site,  (within  the  city  of  New 
York,)  and  of  applying  (he  proceeds  to  the  parchase,  from  the 
State  of /<lew  York,  of  the  works  and  their  site  on  Staten  island. 

Mr.  GK)LM£3  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolu- 
tion, by  substituting  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs for  the. Committee  on  Commerce. 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Memfs,  HOLMES, 
PICKENS,FILLMORE,  GRANQER^nd  PROP. 
FIT  tootr  part,  the  amendment  was  negatived,  and 
the  original  .resolationv  were  adopted. 

Mr,  TURNftY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introdaee  a  bill  farther  to  eon  tin  ne  in 
force  the.act  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  offered  the  following  resolntion, 
which  was  agreed  to« 

Resolved,  Ttat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  he  requested  to 
furnish  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  report  heretofore  made  to 
bim  hy  £leut.  Wilkesi,  relatire  to  his  examination  of  Oregon 
Territory. 

He  also  submitted  aresolation(whicb  was  agreed 
to)  ordering  the  printing  of  a  certain  map  accom- 
panying the  report  of  the  Ccnnmlttee  on  Military 
Affairs,  respecting  the  erection  of  military  posts  in 
tbe  Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS  called  for  the  orders  of  ihe  day. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  next  business  to 
be  the  question  of  -reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  for  the  relitf  of  Philip  Renault  was 
f»arried,  which,  on  previous  days,  has  been  debated 
ai  great  length. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floort  spoke  on  tbe  question  at  maeh  length. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
reeoBsideration,  and  resnlied  in  ayes  70,  noes  43. 

No  quorum  voting,  tellers  were  called  for  and 
ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  question,  tbe  motion 
was  qarried^-ayes  86,  noes  49. 

Th^  question  th<n  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  when 

Mr.  YOUNG  of  New  York,  intimating  his  in 
fention  to  address  tbe  House  on  the  subject, 
Ttie  Houae  adjoomed. 
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HOdSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satvkdat,  January  14, 1843. 

Mr.  HUBARD  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Hughes,  widow  of  William  Hughes,  praying  for  a 
pension  under  the  act  #f  July  7, 1838. 

Also  the  peiition  of  Frances  Lewis,  formerly 
widow  of  William  Palmer,  deceased,  praying  for 
a  pension  under  the  acts  of  July  4  and  March  3, 
1837;  which  were  appropriately  inferred. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  relative  to  pre- 
emption rights,  and  donations  of  public  lands  to 
actual  settlers;  which,  on  bis  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I^uids,  and  ordered 
to  be  primed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  the  peution  of  B. 
B.  Whittemore,  and  others,  citizens  of  Amher&t, 
New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the  repeal,  of  the 
bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  DODGE,  delegate  from  Wi^kousin,  present* 
ed  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Milwaukie,  Tvrriiory  of  Wiskonsin,  asking  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the  town 
of  Milwaukie,  in  said  Territory. 

Two  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  Racine 
county,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for 
a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine, 
in  said  Territory. 

Tnree  petitions  from  the  town  of  Lanesville  and 
vicinity;  Rock  county.  Territory  of  Wiskonsin, 
asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a  harbor 
at  the  month  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine,  in  said 
Territcry. 

Petition  from  the  town  of  Betoit,  Territory  of 
Wiskonsin,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation 
for  a  harbor  at  the  month  of  Root  river,  town  of 
Racine,  in  said  Territory. 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Iowa  county,  Territory  of 
WiskouMU,  asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation 
for  a  harbor  at  the  month  of  Root  river,  town  of 
Racine,  in  said  Territory. 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Walworth  county. 
Territory  of  Wiskonsin,  asking  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  for  a  harbor  at  the  mouih  of  Root 
river,  town  of  Racine,  in  said  Territory. 

Petition  of  citizens  of  tbe  town  of  Madison, 
the  seal  of  Grovernment  for  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
konsin, asking  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  a 
harbor  at  tfall  mouth  of  Root  river,  town  of  Racine, 
in  sai.i  Territory. 

Petition  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  tbe 
city  of  New  York,  asking  Congress  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  harbor  at  the  town  of  Milwaukie, 
in  the  Territory  of  Wiskonsin. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Monroe,  of  Missouri.  This  bill,  which  was  mere- 
ly changing  a  location  of  land,  was  passed  through 
its  final  stages. 

Mr.  BOTTS  presented  a  memorial  from  Rich- 
mond, for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  BARNARD  presented  the  petition  of  81  in- 
habitants of  Bethel,  in  Windsor  county,  Vermont, 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  EVERETT  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  relation  to  the  franking 
•  privilege.  He  was  also  understood  to  say  that  the 
same  legislative  body  had  agreed  to  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  tbe  pay  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  called  up  a  motion  of 
reconsideration  of  a  vote  some  time  since  taken, 
negativing  a  resolution  to  allow  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures  a  clerk,  and  to  confer  tbe 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  WISE, 
Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  SPEAKER,  and  others,  the 
reconsideration  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution, 
modified  so  as  to  authorize  ^e  committee  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers  only,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBARD  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted: 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  oa  the  Militia  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  taking  some  action  to  ensure 
uru/orm  annual  returns  of  the  miliCfa  in  the  seyeral  States  to 
the  Secretary  of  War;  and  alsoof  recommending  a  fair  and  just 
basis  of  apportionment  for  the  distribution  r.f  the  national 
arms. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  to  correct  the  '*extraordinary  disproporiion  be- 
tween ibe  arms  allotted)  to  the  sevaral  Btatee  and  their  rsipoc' 
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U?e  populations,"  arising  under  the  act  of  1808  for  arming  and 
equippmg  the  whoie  body  of  the  militia;  and  to  ensure,  in  fu- 
ture, a  fair  and  equal  distribution  of  the  natiooal  arms  amongst 
tbe  several  States  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  introduced  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  NanU  AtTairs  be  re- 
quired to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  condnning  the  pension 
of  Mrs.  Bliaa  Stevens,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Thomas 
W.  Stevens,  deceased. 

Mr.  WELLER  presented  certain  resolutioiis  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  requesting  their 
Senators  and  Representatives  to  procure  stradry 
amendments  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  Post  Of- 
fice establishment.  They  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  a  petition 
from  sundry  citizens  of  the  southwestern  part  of 
Missouri,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the  survey 
and  improvement  of  Brandon  and  Spring  rivers:  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  {pursuant  to  notice,  introduced 
a  bill  further  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the 
payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States.  It  was  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  introduced  the  following 
rcFolution,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  in- 
form this  House  what  time  will  be  neceaMry  to  make  a  survey 
of  Grand  river,  from  its  junction  with  the  Arkansas  rtvar  to 
Fort  Gibson,  to  the  jdbction  of  the  Neosho  and  Spring  river; 
and  of  Spring  river,  from  the  point  last  aforesaid,  to  the  west- 
em  boundary  of  the  Stats  of  HusQurl. 

Mr.  SPRIGG  presented  the  memorial  of  manii' 
facturers  of  hats  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying 
that  hatters'  furs  be  admitted  into  the  United  States 
free  of  daty. 

Mr.  McKAY  presented  a  memorial  of  Joseph 
H.  Walters,  of  the  county  of  Brunswick,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  praying  to  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  amount  of  damage  he  alleges  to  have 
sustained  in  his  rice  plantation,  in  consequence  of 
the  operations  of  the  Gk}veTnment  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  nawgation  of  Cape  Fear  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HOWARD  offered  the  following  resolation, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  furnish  this  House 
with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  F.  B.  W.  Stockton,  of  his  survey 
of  the  harbor  Ac.  at  tne  meuth  of  Oalien  river,  (New  Buffalo,) 
in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  BiDLACK  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
ropt  law. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day;  when 

The  SPEAKER  having  called  on  the  standing 
commitrees  for  reports,  the  following  were  made: 

Mr.  FBSSENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Na* 
val  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Barry,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Thomas  Barry; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.*  TALIAFERRO  made  some  unfavorable 
reports  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Pike;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ANDREWS,  the  same  com- 
mittee wav  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Poll?  Wentworth. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RODNEY,  the  same  commit- 
tee was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Polly  McCraw. 

Mr.  STRATTON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of 
Jeremiah  Kimball;  which  was  twice  read  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  BURKE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  in- 
structing the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  said  State,  in  Congress,  to  use 
their  ezffrtions  To  procure  such  a  modification  of 
the  existing  post  office  laws,  as  that  postmasters, 
members  of  Congress,  and  officers  of  the  General 
Government  shall  not  enjoy  the  franking  privilege, 
except  in  cases  relating  to  their  official  duties;  and 
also  to  procure  a  reduction  of  the  present  rates  of 
postage. 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
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which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  for 
ihe  relief  of  Ephralm  H.  Dicksoo,  made  an  unfa- 
vorable report  thereon. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Qovernor 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  select  six  sections  of 
laud  under  the  act  for  the  admission  of  said  State 
into  the  Unlen:  read  twice  and  referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  ordered 
that  the  second  Tborbday  and  Fridaj  of  February 
next  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  business 
relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  Disirict  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  extend 
the  charter  of  certain  banks  in  said  District :  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  a  town- 
ship of  land  to  the  Virginia  Institution  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  blind,  deaf,  and  dumb:  read  twice, 
and  referred. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union:  rejected  without  a  division. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  gave  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  number  of  persons  in  the  employment 
of  the  Government  at  the  port  of  New  York. 

Mr.  LEVY  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  wa9  considered  and  adopted: 

Jieaolvedt  That  the  Becrelary  of  Wmt  bo  required  to  famiah 
to  this  Houw  a  copj  of  the  report  a  Dd  eurvey  of  themoutb  of 
the  Suwaoee  river  in  Florida,  and  the  eeiimate  for  eaid  work; 
and  that  he  aleo  fnmieh  to  this  Houee  an  estimate  of  the  coet  of 
•urreying  a  route  for  a  railroad  to  connect  the  waters  of  the 
(St.  John^and  Bawaaeerivera. 

Mr.  MARK  A.  COOPER  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  lies  over  one  day: 

JZeteived,  That  the  Commitlee  of  Claims  be  instraeted  to  in> 
qoiie  into  the  expediency  and  juetice  of  refunding  to  the  Slate 
of  Georgia  an  unliquidated  balance  paid  by  that  Biate  for  vol- 
nnteeri  ordered  out  in  the  years  1836, 1836, 1837,  and  1838,  and 
notemlMraced  ia  ihe  law  of  last  mmUm  providing  for  this  daim. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

The  resolution  introdnced  by  Mr.  Bowne,  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  refund  the  fine  extorted  from  General 
Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  in  1815,  by  Judge  Hall, 
came  up  as  the  business  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Adams,  to 
refer  the  subject,  with  certain  instructions,  to  the 
same  committee,  being  the  pending  question — 

Mr.  HUNT  (who  had  the  floor)  observed  that, 
coming  into  the  House  as  he  did,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  just  recovering  from  a  severe 
indisposition,  he  had  prescribed  to  himself  the 
course  of  a  silent  member,  attending  to  the  public 
business,  and  casting  a  silent  vote  as  his  conscience 
dictated.  He  should  have  adhered  to  that  deter- 
'mination,  but  for  the  strange,  and,  to  him,  alarm- 
ing legal  proposition  pst  forward  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingbrsoll,]  in  con- 
nexion with  the  case  now  under  consideration. 
Feeble  as  he  was,  he  con  Id  not  consent  to  give  a 
silent  vote  upon  the  question  staled  by  him,  when 
that  question  had  been  placed  on  the  ground  as- 
sumed by  the  gentleman.  He  bad  been  relieved 
somewhat  from  the  effect  produced  by  the  startling 
proposition  to  which  be  bad  just  alluded,  in  refer-' 
lence  to  the  law  that  should  govern  this  and  simi- 
lar cases — that  was,  in  reference  to  the  supremacy  of 
civil  over  military  law— in  consequence  of  the 
ground  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  W.  O.  Bdtlbr]  ha«l  placed  iu  He  under- 
stood that  gentleman  distinctly  to  avow  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  himself  never  claimed  that  the  military 
was  superior  to  the  civil  power;  and  he  onderstood 
the  gentleman  fiurther,  in  the  course  of  his  able  and 
eloquent  remark?,  which  were  listened  toby  himself, 
as  well  as  the  House,  with  the  greatest  pleasure, 
distinctly  to  say  that  he  placed  the  refunding  of 
this  fine  upon  the  ground  that  General  Jackson, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  he  found  him- 
self, acted  from  an  overruling^  necessi  y.  If, 
therefore,  the  case  was  to  come  before  the  House 
placed  on  that  ground,  it  was  stripped  of  the  ob- 
jectionable features  thrown  round  it  by  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  A  bill 
had  been  reported  in  the  other  House,  proposing  to 
refund  this  fine;  and  it  was  placed  on  the  ground 
pf  the  meritorious  services  rendered  by  General 


Jackson,  without  casting  the  slightest  reflection 
upon  the  judge  who  imposed  the  fine,  and  giving 
no  intimation  that  ihe  military  was  superior  to  the 
civil  power.  It  was  placed  on  the  ground  that 
General  Jackson,  in  the  honesty  of  his  motives, 
was  placed  under  the  necessity,  for  the  time  being, 
of  prostrating  or  closing  up  the  civil  tribunals;  or, 
to  use  his  own  language,  proclaim  martial  law. 
He  did  not  say  that,  placing  it  on  that  footing,  he 
would  vote  for  t\^  refunding  of  this  fine;  all  he 
meant /to  say  was,  that  placing  it  on  the^e  grounds 
would  relieve  it  from  the  objectionable  features 
thrown  around  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Having  but  a  brief  portion  of  the  morning  hour 
left  him,  he  proposed,  as  succinctly  as  possible,  to 
place  before  the  House  his  own  views  of  the  legal 
grounds  on  which  this  case  rested;  and,  in  order  to 
do  that  more  intelligibly,  be  should  endeavor  to 
present  to  tlie  notice  of  the  House  the  laws  bearing 
on  it,  exclusive  of  any  opinions  of  his  own.  If  he 
succeeded  in  getting  through  with  the  legal  ques- 
tion before  the  expiration  of  his  hour,  he  should 
then,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  proceed  to  give 
his  own  opinions  on  it. 

Now,  in  order  to  understand  the  principles 
which  ought  to  govern  this  question,  he  asked  the 
House  calmly  to  consider  what  it  was.  Laving  out 
of  view  many  of  the  circumstances  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  take  into  consideration,  and  which 
would  take  from  Gkneral  Jackson  all  pretence  that 
the  proclamation  of  martial  law  was  indispensable 
to  the  preservation  of  the  city  he  defended,  he 
would  present  a  statement  of  facts,  according  to 
dates,  which  it  would  be  important  to  consider  in 
coming  to  a  decision  on  this  question.  The  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  as  was  known  to  all,  was  fought 
on  the  8th  of  January,  1815;  and,  on  the  3d  of 
Msrch  following,  an  article  appeared  in  the  New 
Oi  leans  Courier,  signed  ''ACitiaen  of  Louisiana, 
of  French  origin,"  and  which  article  was  wxitien 
by  a  Mr.  Looallier.  On  the  Sth  of  March,  Ldu- 
allier  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Jackson; 
and,  on  the  same  day,  application  was  made  to 
Judge  Hall,'the  district  judge  of  Louisiana,  for  a 
writ  of  habtM  eorpiu  in  his  favor.  The  order  was 
ifsued  by  the  Judge;  and,  in  issuing  it,  the  writ  was 
made  returnable  on  Monday,  the  M.  The  Judge 
dated  the  order  on  the  6th.  It  was  ascertained, 
before  the  writ  was  issufd,  or  before  it  passed 
out  of  his  control,  that  there  was  a  mistake;  and 
the  Judge  was  called  on  to  correct  it,  which  was 
done  by  dating  it  the  <tb.  On  the  evening  of  that 
day  the  counsel  of  Louallier,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Judge  Hall,  apprized  General  Jackson  of  these 
proceedings,  and  that  a  writ  of  habea$  eorjna  had 
been  issued.  On  that  day  Judge  Hall  himself  was 
arrested  by  General  Jackson's  order;  and,  on  the 
morning  of  the  6ih,  before  breakfast,  a  court-mar- 
tial was  appointed  to  sit  on  the  life  of  Liouallier. 
Judge  Hall  was  kept  in  confinement  from  the  Sth 
to  the  11th  or  19th,  and  then  taken  by  a  guard  of 
regular  soldiers  without  the  limits  of  the  city,  and 
discharged.  Gentlemen  would  find  the  truth  of 
this  statemedt  in  Senate  Doc.  No.  14  of  the  pres- 
ent session. 

Now,  the  first  question  he  wished  to  ask  was  ^ 
this:  had  General  Jackson  any  authority  to  declare  * 
martial  law?  He  wished  to  meet  this  broad  ques- 
tion, because  he  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when 
it  should  be  settled,  while  they  could  do  it,  instead 
of  transferring  it  to  posterity,  when  it  would  be 
more  difficult  of  settlement.  Had,  then,  Gsneral 
Jackson,  or  had  any  military  officer,  even  in  time 
of  war,  the  right  to  proclaim  martial  law,  and  to 
suspend  the  civil  proceedings  of  the  tribunals  of 
the  country?  It  was  important  to  answer  this 
qoestion;  otherwise,  it  might  become  a  precedent 
of  most  dangerous  import  hereafter.  He  un- 
dertook 10  show  that  neither  General  Jackson 
nor  any  other  military  officer  had  any  such 
authority,  (and  on  this  point  he  thought  the 
country  was  much  indebted  to  a  writer  who 
had  been  often  quoted  on  this  floor,  in  opposition  to 
the  right  to  such  authority^of  any  militarv  power,) 
but  he  did  not  contend  that,  in  time  of  war,  a  mili- 
tary commander  might  not  find  himself  placed  in 
circumstances  as  described  by  a  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate, 


in  which  an  overruling  necessity  might  eoiopd 
him  to  invade  the  rights  of  properly  and  of  pe^ 
sons;  but  of  that  necessity  such  officer  must  jodge 
and  act  at  his  peril.  He  luhnitted  that  the  neoei- 
sity  might  exist  for  a  commander  to  bum  houa 
and  take  property;  but  the  Grovernment  woald  be 
under  the  necessity  of  making  compensation  r« 
property  so  destroyed  or  taken;  and  as  it  was  oie. 
ruling  necessity  that  afforded  the  law  for  sQdi  t 
procMlure,  there  was  not— thf  r«  oould  not  be— my 
provision  made  for  it  by  law  in  advance.  Ia 
illustration  of  this  position,  he  showed  that  eoia. 
pensation  was  made  for  property  destroyed  in  thi 
defence  of  Baltimore. 

He  next  quoted  tlie  9th  section  of  the  Ut  article 
of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that  **th«  ptin> 
lege  of  the  writ  of  hab»a$  corpui  shall  not  be  sti»i 
pended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  inTs- 
sion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it;**  and  he  esk* 
ed  who  was  to  be  the  judge  of  that  neeessityl  Wat 
it  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  any  anbordi* 
nate  officer  in  command?  No;  it  was  the  L^la- 
tureof  the  country  that  was  the  judge,andib 
only  judge,  ef  that  necessity.  He  supported  tl&> 
position  by  citing  the  practice  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  vho 
in  1807,  as  President  of  the  Unitad  States,  applied 
to  Congress  for  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  writ 
of  kaheat  0017111  for  three  months;  which,  hovenr, 
was  refused  by  the  House  of  .RepresenUitiTea, 
where  the  bill  was  defeated,  which  ha4  passed  the 
Senate  for  that  purpose.  Where,  then,  was  tbe 
authority  found  by  which  General  Jackson  pro* 
claimed  martial  lawl^  It  was  certainly  not  in  tbe 
Constitution;  for  be  found  no  eoanienanee  for  ihe« 
exercise  of  it  there;  nor  yet  in  the  history  of  Eng- 
land, whence  tbe  htiheai  eoffmit  as  well  as  the  ptiit* 
eiples  of  freedom  on  which  our  system  is  bawd, 
was  derived.  The  hakeu  eorptu  was  one  of  die 
boons  which  tbe  sturdy  Barons  wrested  from  King 
John  at  Runnymede;  and  when  had  there  been 
any  attempt  to  suspend  it  there?  Besides,  emineot 
legal  authority  had  distinctly  stated  that  the 
doctrine  of  military  or  martial  law  as  laid  dova 
in  BlackAtone  and  Holt,  had  no  application  to 
England;  and  surely  the  inhabitants  of  this  conn- 
try  ought  to  haVe  as  great  protection  for  life  aod 
property,  as  was  enjoyed  there  under  that  lar. 

He  next  glanced  at  the  trial  of  Louallier  by  a 
a  drum-head  court-martial,  (for  which  he  was  oa* 
dersteod  to  contend  that  General  Jackson  had 
no  legal  authority,)  for  the  purpose  of  oppooag 
the  declaration  of  General  Jackson*s  friends  and 
defenders,  that  the  imposition  of  the  fiae  was  a 
usurpation  of  anthority,  Pud  an  unjust  jadgment, 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  wipe  away.  By 
the  citation  of  the  articles  of  war,  dbc,  he  showed 
the  authority  of  a  commander,  which,  howeTcr, 
he  asserted  did  not  extent  so  far  as  General  Jack- 
son appeared  to  have  aupposed. 

Thus  ha  had  presented  one  portion  of  bis  case. 
He  had  asked  the  friends  of  General  Jackson  to 
show '  him  where  General  Jackson,  or  any  other 
military  commander,  got  his  anthority  to  saspead 
the  writ  of  habtn  corpiit?'^where  he  got  his  an* 
thority  for  the  arrest  and  trial  of  Louallier  by  a 
drum-head  court-marlial?  And  lie  thought  be  bad 
not  left  it  on  that  ground,  and  with  interrogatioBs 
only;  for  he  had  shown  affirmatively,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  Constitution  guarantied  the  right  of 
the  writ  of  hobutt  eorpui,  except  in  urgent  cam; 
and  he  had  shown  further  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, by  bis  practice,  and  the  action  of  iha  Legis- 
lature, in  relation  to  an  abrogation  of  that  right, 
from  which  it  was  evident  it  was  not  conceded  that 
a  subordinate  officer  possessed  such  authority. 

The  SPEAKER  here  announced  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

Stveral  Senate  bills  were  read  twice,  and  r^ 
ferred. 

The  SPBAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  leuer 
from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  traasmittioK  the 
annual  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the  Nary 
Department  for  and  during  the  year  1843,  in  bc« 
half  of  the  United  States,  sent  to  Congress^  in  pa^ 
Buance  of  the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1809;  which 
letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  alto  laid  before  (he  Hoase  a 
letter  from  James  D.  Doty,  Governor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  encloaiog  a  printed  coau&B* 
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nication  to  Congress  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the 
Li^slfttare  of  said  Territorj  to  bold  a  session  on 
yi»  fim  Monday  of  December,  1842. 
-  On  motion  by  Mr.  HENRY  DODQfi,  it  was  re- 
ferred, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Thtb  bill  for  the  i[elief  of  Philip  Renault,  on  which 
Uie  JBiotion  for  consideration  had  been  carried,  was 
taken  opi  the  question  being  on  iis  passage* 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
fonher  consideration  of  the  question  till  Friday 
next;  which  motion  was  carried. 

On  motioa  by  Mr.  PO WRLL,  the  bill  to  provide 
in  certain  cases  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of 
inCanis  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  then  taken 
up;  and  on  taking  ihe  question  on  its  passage,  it  was 
decided  in  Ihe  affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabiunts  of  West 
Florida  was  then  taken  up;  and,  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  GIDDINQS  in  opposition  to  it, 
and  from  Meswns.  BLACK  and  LEVY  in  its  favor, 

Mr.  ADA.MS  moved  that  the  House  adfoum; 
stating  that  he  wished  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  p^ding  question. 

Accordingly,  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  16,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ale  a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  9ih  instant,  certain  information,  not 
heretofore  communicated,  relating  to  the  existing 
impediments  in  the  navigation  of  Lake  St.  Clair, 
and  the  Insufficiency  of  harbors  on  the  upper  lakes 
for  the  protection  of  tbe  commerce  thereon;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  from  the 
War  Department,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  tbe  Senate  of  the  10th  instant,  calling  for  in* 
formation  why  the  appropriations  made  by  Con- 
gress at  the  \kti  session,  for  the  continuation  of  the 
eoostruction  of  Fort  Livingston,  La.,  had  not  been 
iq>plied  to  that  object,  &e.;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARROW,  was  ordered  to  lie 
OB  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
LqjiBlature  of  Ohio,  instructing  the  Senators,  and 
requesting  the  Representatives  from  that  State  to 
vote  for  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
wbieh  were  referred  to  thte  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  joint  resolutions,  from  the  same  source, 
instTueting  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  State,  to  vote  for  and  obtain  a 
IBodification  of  the  post  office  laws,  so  that  news- 
papers shall  not  be  charged  wiib  postage  in  the 
congressional  diatcicts  in  which  they  are  printed; 
that  the  Washingtolk  city  papers  shall  not  be  charged 
with  postage  during  the  session  of  Congress;  that 
papen  pnnied  at  tbe  seat*  of  gov^rnme%t  of  the 
^verai  States,  shall  not  be  chained  with  postage 
daring  the  sessions  of  the  LcgisUture  of  the  State 
in  vrhieh  printed;  that  documents  printed  by  order 
of  Leg^hktures  of  States  shall  not  be  charged  with 
postage  in  the  States  in  which  they  may  be  ordered 
to  be  piiaied;  and  that  the  rates  of  postage  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  Federal  coin:  referred  to  the 
Camoiittee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Pdst  Roads. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Cincinnati,  asking  Congress  to  make  an 
a^iopriaiion  to  improve  'the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  the  memoiial  was  drawn 
ap  with  great  care  and  ability,  and  related  to  a 
subject  of  very  general  importance;  and,  therefore, 
aaoved  that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.    Agreed  to. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying 
for  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  last  session,  authorizing 
leni  of  (he  district  court  of  that  Stale  to  be 


held  at  Cincinnati:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  CALHOUN  presented 
memorials  from  a  large  number  of  persons,  who 
style  themselves  mechanics  and  workingmen  of 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  prayiug  for 
the  immediate  erection  of  a  floating  dock  at  the 
naval  station  at  Brooklyn,  on  the  plan  of  J.  S. 
Gilberi:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
large  liambrr  of  manufacturers  of  fur  hats  in 
the  States  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  aod  Con- 
necticut, praying  such  a  modification  of  the  tariff 
law  of  August  last  as  will  dispense  with  the  duty  of 
35  per  cent,  on  unmanufactured  furs,  so  as  to  adr 
mit  them  free  of  duty:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

'  Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  for  a  board  of  exchequer  as  recommended  by 
the  Executive,  as  a  proper  basis  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  currency;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  C.  remarked  that,  in  complying  with  the  re- 
quest to  present  this  memorial,  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  being  an  advocate  of  the  object  of 
the  memorial. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  tbe  papers  relating  tp  the 
claim  of  Thomas  M.  Isett. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  to  complete,  according 
to  the  original  plan,  the  arsenal  of  deposite  and 
construction  authorized  by  a  law  of  Congress  to 
be  constructed  in  the  South,  and  which  had  been 
commenced  at  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  asking  that  the  bank- 
rupt law  may  be  so  modified  as  to  dispense  with  its 
voluntary  features;  if  not,  that  it  be  repealed:  re- 
ferred to  the  Jadiciary  Committee. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  unconditional  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law: 
referred  to  tbe  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  memorials  from 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  praying 
for  the  adoption  of  the  board  of  exchequer  re- 
commended by  the  Ezecotive:  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  to  be  taken  up  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  the  board  of  exchequer  recom- 
menfled  by  the  Administration:  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  issue 
1200,000,000  of  stock  certificates  to  the  States,  on 
the  credit  of  Ihe  public  domain:  referred  to  the 
Committee  OH  Rnaace. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Christopher 
Doughtjy  a  revolutionary  soldier,  in  which  he 
stated  his  services  in  very  strong  and  feeling  terms, 
and  asks  Congress  to  grant  him  a  pension:  r^erred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Scott  Campbell,  a  half-blooded  Indian  of  the  Dacota 
nation,  praying  Congress  to  indemnify  him  for  the 
refusal  of  the  Senate  to  ratify  the  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington  of  29th  September,  1837, 
allowing  him  8,000  acres  of  land,  or  money,  for 
certain  services  to  the  United  States:  referred  to  tbe 
Committee'on  Claims. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  Sarah  H.  Bacon,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
widow  of  the  late  passed  midshipman  Frederick 
Bacon,  who  was  lost  on  board  the  Seagull,  one  of 
tbe  vessels  in  the  South  Sea  exploring  expedition, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  allowing  her  the 
extra  pay  to  which,  by  agreement,  her  husband  was 
entitled  for  his  services  in  the  South  Sea  ezploriog 


expedition:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petitipn  from  Waiiy  A. 
Spencer,  on  behalf  of  Mary  Spencer  and  Mary 
Field,  praying  that  the  law  allowing  five  yearsfialf 
pay  to  widows  of  revolutionary  ofileers  and  sol- 
diers nuy  be  revived,  so  as  to  extend  to  them  a 
pension  for  life:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorisl  from  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  iAhabiianta  of  Baltimore^ 
mostly  of  mercantile  forma,  pnying  that  the  bank- 
rupt law  may  not  be  repealed:  referred  to  the  Ja- 
diciary Committee.         

Oo.motioa  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  theCommit- 
tee  on  the  Judiciary  was  disehanged  fkom  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorkU  of  citizens  of 
Harper^  Ferry,  praying  the  restoraiiea  of  the  civil 
superintendency  over  the  United  States  armory  at 
that  place;  and  from  the  furdier  consideration  of 
the  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to 
the  nature  of  the  obetrucdons  in  the  Bayou  Man- 
chac 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  petition  of  Alexander  Ciraimlngs^  praying 
for  allowance  for  extra  mail  service,  be  taken  from 
the  files,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  petition  from  Isaac 
Hopkins,  praying  indemnity  for  certain  of  his 
property  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
and  lost  during  the  Revolutionary  war:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  joint  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  ur^ 
gtng  the^passage  of  a  law  to  extend  the  benefits  of 
the  act  of  Congress  of  June  7(h,  1639,  to  the  vol- 
unteers and  militia  who  were  in  the  service  against 
the  Western  Indians,  from  the  nominal  close  of 
our  Revolutionary  war  by  the  treaty  with  England, 
in  1783,  to  the  final  close  (hereof  by  treaty  with 
tbe  Indians  at  Greenville,  in  1795. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  pn  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  following 
bills  from  the  House,  viz: 

No.  360.    An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Core. 

No.  622.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D. 
Gilson. 

No.  633.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Hunt 
and  others;  and 

No.  638.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  G. 
Ford. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  committee, 
with  an  amendment,  House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  George  Randall,  John  C.  Haskell,  and 
Elisha  H.  HoUnes." 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of 
Conrad  House,  made  a  report  adverse  to  its  pas- 
sage; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  to  continue  in  force  tbe  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  private  Isnd  claims  in  Missouri,  approved 
the  9th  July,  1832,  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  the  2d  of  March,  1833. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition  firom  Mary 
A.  Zantzioger,of  the  State  of  Loulsiatta,  widow  of 
the  late  Major  Richard  A.  Zantziuger,  who  died  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  praying  for  a  pension:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment.  House 
bill  (654)  for  the  relief  of  William  Fabre. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  report 
(which  was  ordered  to  be  printed)  adverse  to  the 
passage  of  the  House  bill  (357)  for  the  relief  of 
Nancy  Tompkhs,  and  recommending  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back, 
with  sundry  amendments,  the  bill  providmg^foi  the 
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egiablithmrat  of  tehools  of  inatnioUott  in  the  niTal 
•enrice  of  the  United  Sialee. 

Alto,  from  the  tame  eommiiteey  made  a  re- 
port (whioh  was  orden^d  to  be  printed)  advene 
to  the  paiMfe  of  House  bill  (356)  fer  the  lelief  of 
Lloyd  J.  Bryan. 

Also  reported^  f^rom  the  same  committee,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Riehard  Patten;  which  was  T9tAf 
and  ordered  to  a  seeond  readinf  • 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  John 
F.  Delaplaine,  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
represf  ntiog  that  he  has  lost  more  than  a  million 
of  dollars  by  the  bankrupt  law,  and  that  he  will 
lose  aU  he  is  worth,  aniess  it  be  repealed;  he 
therefore  prays  fbr  its  repeal:  referred  to  the  Jadi- 
ciary  Committee* 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aifaira,  reported  beck,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsay. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a .  report 
(which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,)  adverse  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill  for  the  reljef  of  Sosan  Brown. 

Mr.  PULTON,  from  the  Comihittee  on  Private 
Iiand  Claims,  reported  baetr»  wiihoat  amendment, 
aAd  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  **Att  act  to  enable 
the  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  M^psonri 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institnte  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of,  their  claims,**  ap- 
proved the  96<h  of  May,  1894;  and  an  act  to  amend 
the  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  said  act 
to  eUimants  to  land  within  the  States  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi. 

Mr.  KERR,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
reported  back,  withoat  amendment,  the  bill  for  ex- 
tending the  Patent  OAce  to  9ih  street. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  M.  Keller, 
praying  that  so  moon  of  the  patent  law  as  prohibit- 
fd  any  person  in  the  Patent  Office  from  taking  oat 
a  right  for  inventions,  be  suspended,  so  as  to  extend 
the  bentAts  of  the  patent  law  to  an  invention  of 
bis  for  propelling  steamsbios,  reported  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  KINQ  presented  a  petition  l>om  Mr.  Stew- 
art, of  Washington  ciQr,  administrator  of  Captain 
William  Walker,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry  be  anthorized  to  settle,  on  principles  of 
'  justice  and  eqnity,  the  claim  of  said  Walker  for 
services  in  taking  a  delegation  of  Creek  Indians  to 
Washington,  and  for  certain  ejpenditnrea  of  money 
on  their  account,  which  was  disallowed  him  by  the 
disbursing  cfficers:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
CiSims. 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  to  take  up  the  Senate  bill 
No.  95,  to  authorise  the  settlement  of  the  account 
of  Jose^ib  Nourse;  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  at  his  instaaee,  some  time  ago. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  ap,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  read.    No  amendment  be 
ing  offered,  it  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate; 
when 

Mr.  KINQ  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
bill  as  awards  interest  to  the  claimant.  He  made 
strong  objection  to  the  whole  principle  of  the  bill, 
which  had,  within  a  few  years,  become  a  practice. 
The  principle  was,  to  get  a  decision  of  the  courts 
in  favor  of  a  claim,  withoat  any  authority  from 
Congress  te  try  the  issue  against  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  WALKER  pointed  out  an  act  of  Congress, 
in  conformity  with  which  the  decision  in  this  ease 
had  been  made  by  the  courts,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  upon  points  ceniendcd  throughout 
by  the  district  attorney.  He  said  the  interest  al- 
lowed was  only  from  the  time  of  the  decision  in 
favor  of  the  claimant. 

Mr.  KINQ  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
motion  to  strike  out  the  portion  of  the  bill  allowing 
interest;  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  resulted  in  the  negative — ^yeas  16, 
nays  17. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  (HI AIR  announced  that  the  unfinished 
business  of  last  week  was  next  in  order,  being  the 
bill  for  the  settlement  and  occupation  of  the  Ttt* 
4^oCOce|oa. 


Mr.  CUOATB  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but 
hoped  the  Senator  from  Missouri  would  have  no 
objection  to  the  bill  being  passed  over  infonnally 
till  to-monow. 

No  dissent  being  expwsaed,  it  was  passed  over 
informally. 

The  special  orders  were  next  called  up;  but, 

Mr.  PHELPS  made  an  appeal  to  the  Senate 
to  take  up  a  private  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Fillebrown,  jr. 

On  the  motion  to  take  up  this  bill,  a  qnomm  did 
not  vote. 

Mr.  LINN  said  his  only  reason  for  voting  in  the 
negative  was,  that  he  thought  the  bill  would  inters 
fere  with  the  special  orders;  on  one  of  which  it 
might  be  the  desire  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Tappam]  to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  tliat  it  was  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  him  when  he  should  offer  the 
few  observations  he  bad  to  make. 

Mr.  PHELPS  explained  the  necessity  which  he 
conceived  existed  for  taking  up  the  private  bill  he 
had  mentioned. 

On  the  question  to  take  it  up,  there  were  14 
ayes,  and  14  noes. 

So  it  was  decidni  in  the  negative. 

The  special  order  then  proceeded;  being  the  Joint 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Stales,  so  as  to  limit  the  term 
of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  and  inferior 
courts. 

The  joint  resolution  was  sead;  and  the  question 
being  on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  by  whom  it  had  been  introduced, 
explained  at  considerable  length  its  objects  and 
necessity. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  followed  in  a  speech 
of  much  research,  pointing  out  the  difference  be-* 
tween  the  Qovernment  of  this  country  and  that  of 
England,  and  showing  that  the  independeoice  of  the 
Judges  in  Qreat  Britain  was  proper  against  the 
sovereign  power;  but  only  proper  here  against  the 
executive  and  legislative  power,  returning  to  the 
people  at  stated  times  their  legitimate  control. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  did  not  suppose  any  considera- 
ble number  of  Senators  could  be  in  favor  of  any 
change;  and  therefore  conceived  it  unnecessary  to 
argue  tbe  subject.  He  merely  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  quesiion  on  the  adoption  of  jthe  joint  reso- 
lution was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YBAB— Mean.  AIImi,  Benton,  Baclunan,  FdIumi,  Linn, 
Serier,  Smith  of  Connecdcat,  8(iirg«on)  Tuppan,  Wilooz,  ua 
Woodbury— 11. 

NAY8<-Meain.  Archer  Barrow,  Betee,  Berrien,  Choete, 
ClaTten,  Conrmd,  Crefta ,  Crittenden.  Dayton,  Evane,  Graham, 
Kerr,  McDuffie,  Mangiim,  Miller,  Merrick,  Phelpa,  Porter, 
Ri7ea,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadga,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 

Senate  bill  l!^o.«65,  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Dicey,  was  then  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  Also  House  bill,  No.  397,  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Tucker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SBTIBR, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRSSBNTATIYES. 
MovDAT,  January  16, 1643. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petitions  of  L.  F. 
Wheeler  and  six  other  merchants  and  shipmas- 
ters of  Eastperti  of  James  Moore  and  twelve  other 
merchants  and  shipmasters  of  Maehiasport;  and  of 
Barnabas  Strout  and  nineteen  other  merdianta  and 
of  shipmasters  of  Cberryfield— all  praying  for  an 
appropriation  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Penob- 
scot bay,  Maine;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PLUMER  presented  a  petition,  numerously 
ugned  by  citiiens  of  West  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  the  uncenditienal  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  presented  petitiohs  of  citi- 
sens  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  a 
section  of  land  to  each  male  inhabitant  of  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  emigrate  to,  settle  on, 
and  cultivate  the  soil  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon; 
which  petitions,  together  with  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  citiiens  of  Alton,  in  the  same 
State,  upon  the  same  subject,  Were  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 


Mir.  WISE  rose  to  present  two  memorials-niai 
ftom  dtiaens  of  Baltimore,  and  the  other  froa 
dtijens  ef  Philadelphia— in  lelaiUm  to  tht  a. 
cheooer;  which  he  moved  to  refer  to  the  Conuaiuei 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  objected  to  the  presentation  of 
those  petitions,  and  to  all  other  businem  tfuuvn 
out  of  order. 

THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  inquired  if  this  was  not !«. 
olution  day,  and  if  resolutions  were  not  in  orderflrett 
the  State  of  Maine.  As  the  Speaker  wss  m« 
derstoodto  assent,  he  ofTereda  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instnieted 
to  report  forthwith  the  following  bill  to  repeal  the 
bankrupt  act.  [The  bill  referred  to  in  the  nsols- 
tion  simply  provided  that  the  bankrupt  law  **be, 
and  tfaMB  same  i^  hereby  repealed."] 

Mr.  ARNOLD  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  TOLAND  was  also  understood  te  uige  some 
objection.   . 

Mr.  WINTHROP  roee  to  a  point  of  order;  tad 
inquired  whether  it  was  in  order  to  iatrodues  i 
resolution  instructing  a  committee  on  a  snbjcet 
pending  in  the  House. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  replied  thit  this  was  a  sepa- 
rate bill  altogether,  and  essentially  different  from 
anyother  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  all  the  objeetiom 
which  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  moved  the  previous  qoestisa 
on  his  resolution. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  lay  the  icsolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  called  for  the  yeas  and  niya; 
which  being  ordered,  resulted  as  follows:  yeas  81, 
nays  110:  « 

TEAS— Moavt.  Adama,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andravi.  Ar< 
DOld,  Aycrigg,  Baker,  dainard,  Blair.  Borden,  Brian,  MiKon 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Calhovn,  Childi,.Btale]r  N.  CM», 
Jamee  Cooper,  Gowen,  Cranaion,  Crareoe,  Cuahinf,  Dawno, 
John  JBdwarda,  Everett,  FeMendeo,  Fillmore,  Gentry,  GidtUngi, 
Patrick  6.  Goode,  Granger,  Halated,  Heorr,  Bowaid,  HedM«, 

aint,  Joeeph  R.  IngerMlI,  Jamee  irrtn,  William  W.  Inrio, 
meB,Joho  P.Kennedy,  King,  Unn,llcKenoan,ThooMtF. 
Marahall.  Sameon  Maaoo,  Matfiiot,  Maxwell,  Maynaid,  Meri- 
wether, Hoore,  Monan.  Oliver,  Oabome,  PMrMi  Pflodbtoo, 
PoweU,  B.  Randall,  RJandolph,  Ridgway.  Rodney,  wm.  Rawll, 
Jamee  M.  Roeaell,  Truman  amitn,  SoUen,  Btokely,  Saaaoa, 
Richard  W.  Thompeon.  Toland,  Tomlioaon,  Trlptott,  Traoi- 
bull.  Van  Renaaelaer,  Wallace,  Warren,  Waahtnctoa,  JoMpb 


L.  White,  Cbriatopher  H.  WUliame,  Joeeph  L.  WUUaflM,  Wio- 
throp,  Torke,  A.  Young,  and  John  Tonng— 81. 

NAYS— Meeen.  LandafT  W.  Andrewa.  Arrington,  Athmn^ 
Banon,  Beeeon,  Birdeeye,  Black.  Boardman,  Botia,  Bremur, 
Broneon,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charlee  Brown,  Burke,  Wilttun 
Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Wmiam  R 
Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Campbell,  Caruthere.  Caiy.Caaey, Clap- 
man.  Ciiflord,  Clinton,  Colee,  Colquitt,  Mark  A«  Cooper,  CrM^ 
Daniel,  Garrett  Daria,  Richard  D.  Davia,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doi( 
EaetnMn,  John  C.  Edwan^  Egbert,  JobnO.FiOTd.Chttlei 
A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  A.  Lawrence  Foater,  Ooggin,  WillUun  Ol 
Goode,  Gordon,  €lreen,  Gueilne,  Owin,  Barrio,  Hopkioi, 
Hoock,  Houeton,  Hubard,  -  Hunter,  Jack,  Cave  Jooiiioa, 
Kelm,  A.  Kennedy,  Lewie,  Littlefleld,  Lowell,  A.  MoCMliB,  R 
McClellan,  McKay,  McKeooi  Marcband,  Alfred  UaMl, 
Mathewi,  Maiuicka,  Medill,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Morria,  New- 
bald,  Owaley,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne,  Plumer.  Raoner, 
Read,  Re^ng.  ReynoldiL  Rheit,  Riigni,  Bogera,  RooMfeit, 
Banford,  Sauniieia,  Bewell,  Shaw,  Snvder,  Steeniod,  A  R.  E 
Stuart,  JohnT.  Stuart,  Bommeri,  B wenefj  TaUafeiro,  Joiia 
B. Thompeon, Tlllin^iaet,  TrottLTuraey,  Underwood,  Wild, 
WatterMo,  WeUerVWertbrook,  Wine,  and Wood-UO. 

So  the  resolation  was  not  laid  or  the  table. 

The  question  then  reeurred  on  neconding  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  QAVB  "JOHNSON  called  for  tellers,  sid 
Messrs.  C.  Johhbov  and  Jambs  were  appoinisd; 
and,  haTing  taken  the  Tote,  they  reported  91  in  llis 
affirmstive,  and  79  in  the  negatiTe. 

So  the  motion  for  the  prerions  question  wu 
seeonded. 

The  quesiion  reeurred,  ^HShall  the  main  question 
be  now  puiV 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayv; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  115,  asyi 
88,asfollow8t 

TEAS— Means.  Landaff  W.  Andrewa,  AniMton,  AtbertMk 
Banon,  Beeeon,  Bidlack,  Birdeeye,  Black,  Boirne,  Itod, 
Brewater,  Broneon,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Cbariee  Brown,  Baitii 
Wm.  Butler,  Oreen  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  CaldwelL  WU* 
Ham  B.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Campbell,  Caruthora,  Cary,  CteBr, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Colea,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Croea,  Daniel  Garrett  DaviiL  Kichard  D.  DaTia,  Dean,  l)e> 
berry,  Doig, Bsatman^John C. Bdwarda, Rgberu  Ferrie, Jeta 
6.Floyd,  Charlee  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  A.  L.  Foeier,  Oentiy, 
Gilmer;  Ooggin,  William  O.  Gooda,  Qofdoo,  Green,  OqhIiMi 
Gwio,  Harrb,  Haaanga,  Holme^  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hontoa, 
Bnbaird,  Hunter,  JadE,  Cave  Jonnoon,  Keim,  Andrew  Kenne- 
dy, LswH  UuMald,  Lowell,  AbcslMHa  McdflUan,  B^M 
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MeClelltn,  MOUj,  Maxtbud,  Alfrad  Manhall,  Maithewi^ 
Ifonoete.  Madlll,  Mlltoc  MitcheU,  Morria,  Newliard».  Oliver, 
Owaleiy,  Pacmenter,  Paruidge,  Payne^  Pickeoi,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Eamaax,  Read,  Reding  Revnotda/  Rigga,  Roosevelt,  Sanford, 
teDfider^  Sewall,  Shaw,  Shield*,  Wmrsmith,  Snyder,  Bprigg, 
flCMDrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Joha  T.  Stuart,  Bweney, 
Taliaferro.  John  B.  ThompeoQ,  Jacob  Tbompaon,  Trotti, 
Tumej,  Ward,  Waiteraon,  Weller,  Weatbrook,  Wise,  and 
Wood— 116.  "»  1  .      — I 

MATS— Meaara.  Adama,  AUen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrewa,  Ar- 
nold, Arcrigg,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Brigga,  Hilton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bnrnell,  Calhoun, 
John  Oampbell,  Childa,  Siaiey  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper, 
Cowan,  Cranaton,  Cravena,  Cushiog,  Dawaon,  John  Edwarda, 
Sreiett,  Feaeenden,  Fillmore.  Gates,  Giddings,  P.  G.  Goode, 
Orangon  Halated,  Henry,  Hudeon,HQnt,Joeeph  R.  IngnrpoU, 
JaaMo  bwto.  William  W.  Irwin,  Jamaa,  William  Coat  John- 
aoo,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Linn,  McKenoao,  Mc* 
Kaon,  Samaon  Maaon,  Mathiot,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meri- 
wathar,  Moore,  Morgan,  Osborne,  Pearce,  Pendleton.  Powell, 
Ba^Jamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Wm.  Rua- 
aell,  Jamea  MoRuaaell,  Baltonstall,  Slade,  Truman  Smith, 
Blaoly.  Stokely,  Stratton,  Richard  W.  Thoofipaon,  TiUinghast, 
Tolaa^  Tomlinaon,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  underwood.  Van 
ReDasalaar,  Wallace,  Warren,  Waahington,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Christopher  H.  Williama,  Joaeph  L.  Williams,  Winihrop, 
Yorka,  Aagnatna  Toung,  and  John  Young— 88. 

So  the  Hoase  ordered  the  main  qnestion  to  be 

BtWpot. 

The  q^aestioD  was  then  taken  on  the  resointion  of 
Mr.  Cufford;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  baring  been 
orderedjit  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas 
15^,  nays  78,  as  follows: 


I.  Landaff  W.  Andrewik  Arrington,  AthartoO) 
Barton,  Beeaon,  BIdlack,  BIrdaeye.  Black,  Boaromao,  Bowne, 
Boyd,  Brewster,  Bronson,  Aaron  v.  Brown,  Charles  Brown, 
Barka,  William  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald* 
weH,  Wllliaiii  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Oaruthers, 
Gary, Caaey, Chapman, CUtfordjClinton,  Colea, Colquitt,  M.  A. 
Cooper,  Ctfm,  Daniel,  Garrett  Dayis,  Richard  D.  DaTisipean, 
Dabeiry,  Doia,  Eaatman,  John  C.  Edwards^  Egbert,  Ferria, 
John  G.  Ploydu  C.  A.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Footer,  Gentry,  Oil- 
i&er,  Goggin,  Wm.  O.  Goodo,  Gordon,  Green,  Gustine,  Gwin, 
Harris,  Hasdnas,  Holmea,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hnbard, 
Honter,  Jack,  Care  Johnaon,  Keim.  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis, 
littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClelian,  Robert  M6Clellan,Mc- 
Kay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  Mai  lory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Mar* 
shall.  Maihewa,  Mauocks,  MediU,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Morria, 
Nawhard,  Oliver,  Owsley,  Parroenter,  Partridge,  Payne, 
Pickens,  Plumer,*  Pope,  Proffii,  Ramsey,  Read,  Reding, 
Beocher,  Rernolds,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Rooseyelt,  Sanford,  Saun- 
der^  Sewelf,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Wm.  Smith,8nyder, 
flpngg,  Scaearod,  Stokely,  Aiez.  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart, 
Bummers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  TiUinghast.  Tripleit,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Ward,  Waah- 
iagton,  Wattenoo,  Weller,  Weatbrook,  Wise,  and  Wood— 128. 
JNAYS— Meaara..  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ar* 
ndld,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blair,  Borden,  Biiggs,  Milion  Brown, 
Joramtah  Brown,  Bnrnell,  Calhoun,  Chilc&TStaley  N.  Clarke, 
CJoweo,  Cranaioo,  Cravens,  Cashing,  Dawaon.  John  Edwards, 
Bvorett,  FeaseDden,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Giddings,  Patrick  G. 
Goode,  Granger,  Halaied,  Henrv,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt, 
Charica  J.  IngMTaoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,* James  Irvin,  Jamea, 
Wm.  Coat  Johnaon,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Linn, 
Thomaa  F.  Blarshall,  Samsonr  Maaon,  Mathiot,  Maxwell.  May- 
nard,  Moore,  Morgan,  Osborne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powell, 
Banjamln  Randall.  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  W.  Ruasell, 
^maa  M.  Ruasell,  SladeJ.  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Straitoo, 
Richard  W.  Thompaon,Toland,  Tomlinaon,  Trumbull,  Van 
Reoasalaar,  Wallace,  Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L. 
Whito,  Chriatophef  H.  WiUiame,  Joaeph  L.  Williama,  Win- 
throp,  Yorke,  Auguatus  Young,  and  John  Young— 78. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  for  the  purpose  of  asking 
some  directions  from  the  Speaker,  or  the  Honse, 
in  regard  to  his  dnty  in  this  matter.  He  ander- 
stood  the  HoQse  as  having  passed  an  order  that  the 
Coflunittee  on  the  Jodiciary  should  bring  in  a  bill 
forthwith  to  repeal  .the  bankrnpt  law;  bm  there  was 
asiaading  role  of  the  Hoose  conflicting  with  this 
order,  which  provided  that  nb  coaamittee  shonld 
hold  its  meetinf^s  while  the  Hense  was  in  session. 
He  wished  to  know  how  he  was  to  act,  so  as  to 
avoid  a  breach  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  rules. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that,  in  order  to  relieve  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  of  the  idifflcaUy  he  had 
aof  gested,  he  would  move  that  the  Crommittee  on 
the  Jodiciary  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sittings 
of  the  House,  tiU  they  had  performed  the  dnty  as- 
signed them. 

Mr.  BARNARD.  Is  that  motion  in  order,  Mr. 
Speaker?    If  it  is  not,  I  shall  object  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  was  not  in 
order;  and 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  from  that  decision.  He 
would  appeal  to  the  Honse  if,  after  the  vote  just 

fiven,  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  tbe 
adieiary  to  report  the  bill  ''forthwith.'^ 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the- appeal;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Indiana  moved  to  lay  the 
appeal  oa  tbe  table;  and 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  question;  Which  were  also  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD  begged  leave  to  inquire  of  the 
Qhalr  if  the  rule  in  regard  to  the  meetings  of  the 


committees  daring  the  sessions  of  the  Honse  did 
not  require  a  voteof'two-ttiirds  to  be  set  aside. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  that  it  did;  and  not 
only  that,  but  this  being  resolution  day,  without 
debate,  under  tbe  rules,  it  would  require  two-thirds 
to  suspend  that  rule  also. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  ap- 
peal on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  104,  nays  91. 

The  SPEAKER  continued  the  call  for  resolu- 
tions from  the  State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  LOWELL  offered  a  resolution  to  authorize 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  sit  during  the 
session  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  directing  them  to  report  a  bill  '^forthwith" 
for  tbe  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law.  He  alsp 
moved  tbe  previous  question. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  [Loud  cries  of  *<The  yeas 
and  nays.**] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  would  withdraw  bis  resolution,  as  the  whole 
subject  would  certainly  require  some  discussion. 

Mr.  LOWELL  did  not  comply,  and  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows — yeas  §7,  nays  105. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  W.W.IRWIN  inquired  whether,  if  the 
demand  for  tbe  previous  question  was  seconded 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put,  it 
would  not  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  adept  the 
resolution,  as  it  would  operate  to  suspend  the  rule 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  resolution  only 
provided  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit. 

Mr.  READ  said  the  33d  rule  directed  that  on 
this  day  resolutions  should  be  introduced;  but  it 
also  directed  that,  when  a  resolution  was  introduced 
which  any  gentleman  wished  to  debate,  sucb  reso- 
lution should  lie  over  until  another  day,  and 
not  interrupt  the  presentation  of  resolutions  which 
no  gentleman  desired  to  debate.  Now,  tbe  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
expressed  his  desire  to  debate  this  question;  and  he 
(Mr.  R.)  submitted  whether,  such  a  declaration 
having  been  made,  the  resolution  must  not  neces- 
sarily go  over;  and  whether  it  was  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  to  move  tbe  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  moved  the  previous  question  before  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  expressed  bis  wish  to  de- 
bate the  resolution,  or  before  he  [Mr.  FiLLMoaa] 
was  even  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  raised  an  objection,  on  the 
ground  that  the  gentleman  fro^i  Maine  had  moved 
the  previous  question  before  his  resolution  was  read 
by  tbe  Clerk,  or  had  even  reached  the  Chair. 

Some  conversatibn  eiisued  on  this  point,  which, 
however,  the  Speaker  overruled. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  for  tellers  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question;  but  he  sub- 
sequently withdrew  it,  and  it  was  renewed  by  Mr. 
YORKE. 

Messrs. 'RxAD  and  Popk  were  appointed  tel- 
lers, and  they  reported  81  in  the  affirmative,  and 
79  in  the  negative;  so  there  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  now 
put,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
ayes  113,  nays  81 ,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  LandaffW.  Andrewa,  Arrington,  Atherton, 
Beeaon,  Bidlack,  BIrdaeTa,  Black.  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Burke,  WiUiam  Butler,  William  O.  BuUer,  Green  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thom- 
aa J.  Campbell,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton, 
Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Croea,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davia, 
Dean,  Deberiy,  Doan,  Doig,  Eaatman,  John  C.  Edwards.  Eg- 
bert, John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  A.  Law- 
rence Foster,  Gentry,  Goggin,  William  O.  Gooda,  Gordon, 
Graham,  Guatine,  Gwin,  Harria,  Haatioga,  Holmea,  Hopkins, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Care  Johnson,  Keim, 
Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClelian,  Robert  Mc- 
Clelian, McKay,  McKeon,  Blallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Mar- 
shall. Mathews,  Mattocka,  MediU,  Miller,  MitcheU,  Morria, 
Newnard,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pickena, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Proffit,  Ramaey,  Read,  Redina,  Reynolds, 
Rheit,  Rigga,  Rogers,  RooaeTelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Bewell, 
Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shielda,  William  Smith,  BnYder,  Bleenrod, 
John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter.  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Tbomp- 
aon,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Ward,  Wat- 
tenoo, WeUer,  Weatbrook,  Wiae,4ttid  Wood— US. 


NAYS— Mmwb.  Adama.  Allan,  8lwrl<iek  J.  Aodrawa,  Ay- 
crlgg.  Baker;  Barton,  Blair,  Boardman.  Baiden,  Botta,  Q>M>i 
Bronaon,  Milum  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Calhoun,  Childa, 
Btaley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranatonj  Cra^ana,  Garrett  DaTla, 
John  Edwarda,  Feaaendan,  Fillmore,  Gataa,  Giddioga,  Patrick 
G.  Gooda,  Granger,  Green,  Henry,  Howard,  Hodaon.  Bunt,  Jo- 
aeph R.  Ingersoll,  Jamea  Irrin,  William  W.  Irwin  James, 
William  Coat  JoboDaon,  Isaaa  D.  Jonaa,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
King,  Lane.  Lino,  McKaonao:,  Thomaa  F.  Bfanhali,  Mathiot, 
Maxwell,  Maynard,  Moore.  Morrow,  Oabome,  Paarceb  Pow- 
ell, Benjamin  Randan,  Randolph,  Ri(uway,  Rodney,  William 
Ruaaall,  Jamea  M.  Rusaail,  Saltonatall,  Blade,  Trnman  Smith. 
Stanly,  Stokely,  Stratum,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Richard 
W.  Thompson,  Toland.  Tomlinaon,  Van  Renaselaer.  Wallace* 
Wairen,  Washington,  Edward  D.  While,  Joaeph  L.  White, 
Chriatopher  H.  Williama,  Joaanh  L.  Williama,  Winthrop^ 
Yorke,  AnguaUia  Young,  and  John  Young— 81. 

REMOVAL  OF  JONATHAN  ROBERTS. 

Mr.  FB88BNDEN  offered  tbe  following  reso- 
lution, and  mo?ed  the  previous  qnestion  thereon: 

JRasoA^Ml,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasnry  be  directed  to 
Inform  the  House  whether  any  chargea  have,  at  any  time,  baaa 
preferred  to  the  departmeot  acainat  Jooaiaan  Robertp,  late 
collector  of  the  port  of  Phlladalpliia.  reladreto  hia  discharge  of 
tiiadtttiaaofaaidoince;  andif  any  nave  l)aan,  that  he  be  di- 
rected to  furnish  copiea  of  the  aame.  Alao,  that  he  tranamit  to 
the  Houae  copiea  of  any  order,  inatmctionai  or  request,  addreased 
to  said  Jonathan  Roberta^  to  remove  or  appoint  any  aulKirdi- 
nate  officer  of  the  cuatoma  at  the  port  of  Pniladelphla.  Alao,  a 
copy  of  the  order  or  letter  diamiaeing  him  from  the  office  of 
collector  of  aaid  port,  and  copiea  of  all  letters  and  papers  in. 
possession  of  the  department  relating  to  the  snbjecta  embraced 
by  thia  reaoludoo. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objeeted  to  the  leoep* 
tion  of  tbe  resolntion  as  ont  of  order.  According 
to  the  rnle,  he  contended  it  mnst  lie  over. 

The  SPEAKER  sustained  the  objection. 

Mr.  FESSfflVDBN  contended  that  he  had  moved 
tbe  previous  question  on  the  resolntion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  inasmuch  as  tbe  reso- 
lution  was  o^e  which  called  on  the  department  for 
information,  it  must  lie  over. 

Mr.  TOLAND  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  tbe  purpose  of  considering  it  ai  this  time. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  for  tbe  y^aa  and 
nays  on  tbe  motion;  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  House  refuMd  to  susj^nd  tbe  rules— •yeas 
103,  nays  76,  (not  two- thirds,)  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meaara.  Adams,  Allei^  Landatr  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Amojd,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Botts^ 
Brigga,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Calhoun, 
WlTlTam  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Campbell,  Carothers,  Caaer, 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Coaron,  Cranaton,  Craveoa,  Garrett  Darts, 
Deberry,  Everett,  Feaeenden,  Fillmore;  A.  Lawrence  Foatar, 
Oentry.Ooggin,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Howard,  Rudaon, 
Hunt,  Joaepn  R,  Ingersoll,  Jamea  Irrin,  Jsmea,  baac  D. 
Jonea,  John  P.  Kennedy,  linn,  McKennan,  Thomas  F.  Mar- 
shall, Bamaon  Maaon,  Mathiot,  Ma'tocka,  Maxwell.  Maynard, 


Shepperd,  Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Boilers,  Stanly,  Siraiton, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summera,  Taliaferro, 


J.  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  TiUinghaat,  TOland, 
Tomlinaon,  Tripleu,  Trumbull,  Tumey,  Van  Renaaalaer, 
Wallace,  Warren,  Waahlngtan,  Edward  D.  White.  Christopher 
n.  Williama,  Joaeph  L.  Williama,  Winthrop,  Torktf,  Augostua 
Ifoung,  andJohn  Toung— 103. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Beeaon,  Bidlack, 
Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown.  Charlea  Brown, 
Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrirk  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Cary,  Chapman,  Cliffbrd,  Clinton, 
Cushing,  Daniel,  R.  D.  Daria,  Dean,  Doan.  Doig,  Eaatman, 
John  C.  Edwards.  Egbert,  Ferria,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charlea  A. 
Floyd,  William  O.  Goode,  Harria,  HaaUngs,  Haya,  Holmea, 
Hopkina,  Houck,  Houaton,  Huatar,  Wjlliam  W.  Irwin,  Ca?« 
Johnaon,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abra- 
ham McClelian,  Robert  McClelian,  McKay,  Marchand,  Alfred 
Marshall,  Mathewa,  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payna, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Profllt,  Read,  Redina,  Reynolda,  Rhett,  Rigga, 
Rooaevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Snvder,  Sprie^,  Steanrod, 
Sumter,  Jacob  Thompaon,  Ward,  Watteraon,  Wellar,  Waat- 
brook,  and  Wiae^76. 

So  the  resolution  lies  over. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Mr.  BURKE  presented  tbe  resolutions  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  in  relation  to  the 
tariff,  the  bankrupt  law,  dbc.;  which  be  moved  be 
laid  on  tbe  table  and  printed. 

After  objection  to  tbe  printing,  made  (but  sub- 
sequently withdrawn)  by  Mr.  BOTTS,  tbe  mo- 
tion was  carried. 

Mr.  HUDSON  offered  a  resolution  instructing 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  inio 
the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  refund  to  tbe 
State  of  Massachusetts  a  certain  balance  of  the 
sum  expended  by  her  for  tbe  services  of  her  mili- 
tia during  the  late  war  with  Oreaf  BriUin. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  asked  if  the  resolution  should 

not  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on   Military 

Affairs,  whieb  bad  heretofore  bad  this  subject  under 

consideration. 

.  Mr.  HUDSON  suggested  a  modification  of  hi) 
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i«toliMio%«oa8tDi]Miiidt  ibooiftimtctfthe  8t»te  | 
of  Bfiine. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Biarykikd  asked  the  senile* 
mtft  to  agtitt  iftodif  J  hb  retolntioB^  to  as  lo  inelude 
the  cUdms  of  Uie  Slate  of.  Maryland;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and 

Tlie  retolntion  a?  modified  was  adopted* 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST  ofiered  a  resolntion  in- 
MnwUng  the  Committee  on  the  Jvdiciarj,  which 
had  just  been  directed  by  a  resolntion  of  the 
Honse  to  report  a  biH  to  repeal  the  bankmpi  act* 
ateo  to  report  a  pro?i80  to  said  hill*  that  this  repeal 
ehall  not  extend  to  any  case  which,  at  Ae  tim^  the 
act  goes  info  effBCt,  shall  be  pending,  or  to  any  pro- 
oeedmgs  which  have  been  legally  eommraoed  under 
the  said  bankmpt  aet. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  moTed  to  lay  the  reBoinlion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  TILUNGHAST  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  weie  ordered,  and,  on  taking  the  qaes^ 
lioD,  resalied  in  yeas  60,  nays  119. 

Mr,  ARNOLu  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
a^joarn. 

Mr.  TILLINGHACT  and  other  gentlemen 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  withdrew  the  motion.    , 

The  qaestion  then  lecnrred  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  pievions  qnestioo;  and  there  was  a 
second.  The  main  qaestion  was  also  ordered  to  be 
pni,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjonned. 

IN  SENATE. 
TunsoAT,  January  17, 1843. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  Nancy 
Folereesky,  widow  of  John  Bolereesky,  late  an  of- 
ficer in  the  army  of  the  Rcvdntion,  prajing  a 
pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  prssented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  CeAaLSS  Q.  AraxaroM,  who  was  elected 
by  the  Lsgislatare  of  New  Hampshire  a  Senator 
liom  that  State  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of 
Maieh  next;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  fo  be 
plaoed  on  theftjes. 

Mr.  CRAFn  presented  joint  resolutions  adopt- 
ed hy  the  Legislatnre  of  Vermont,  asking  the  re- 
imbnraement,  by  Congress,  of  the  expenditures  in- 
curred in  defending  the  frontier  towns  dnrtng  the 
late  border  difficulties  with  Canada:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  RIVB8  presented  a  memorial  from  certain 
ciiiieas  of  the  city  and  connty  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  early  action  by  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
the  cnrreney,  and  recommending  the  adoption  of 
the  plan  for  a  board  of  exchequer  recommended  by 
the  Sxecative:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  petition  from 
Mary  Krag,  tlie  widow  of  Philip  Krng,  a  reyolo- 
tionary  soldier,  praying  the  renewal  of  the  act  of 
Jaly,  1838,  granting  half-pay  pensions  to  widows 
of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

PSSTRUCTJON  OF  STEAMBOATS  ON  THE 
OHIO  AND  MISSISSIPPI  RIVERS. 
Mr.  LINN  staled  that  he  lud  been  requested  to 

§  resent  to  the  Senate  a  memorial  from  the  city  of 
t.  Louis,  in  Missouri,  signed  by  nearly  fifteen  hun- 
dred of  its  most  intelligent  and  nseful  baeiness 
men.  Hekaew  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
put  their  names  to  this  memorial;  and  he  conld  as- 
sure the  Senate  that  the  utmost  coikfidence  was  due 
to  any  statements  they  endorsed.  The  prayer  of 
the  memorial  is,  that  Congress  may  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  improTingthe  naTigation  of  the 
great  Western  rivers.  The  memoriaDsts  state  that, 
eiipecially  in  the  Biissouri  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
within  the  last  four  years,  the  accumulation  of 
snags  has  been  so  great  as  to  render  navigation  not 
only  dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  commerce,  but 
haxardous,  in  consequence  of  the  great  number  of 
lives  lost  by  passengers.  They  farther  state,  (hat, 
in  the  year  1839,  there  were  forty  steamboats  lost; 
in  1840,  there  were  forty*one;  twenty-nine  in  1841; 
and  in  1849,  twenty  ^ight.  These  boats  would  av- 
erage |25,000  each^making  a  total  loss  of  |3,- 
000,000.  Btti  this  is  not  all:  they  farther  state, 
tbat  almost  every  boat  engaged  in  the  Missouri 
trade  has  been  iojored,  more  or  leas,  by  snags,  the 


repairs  of  which  cost  about  #360;  which 
makes  a  total  loss  to  the  community  of  |3,710,' 
000  in  the  course  of  four  years.  They  also  say, 
that  about  450  steamboats  are  employed  in  the  trade 
of  the  Western  rivers;  eighty-one  partly  or  entirely 
owned  in  St.  Louis  in  1841;  and  about  300  par- 
ticipate more  or  less  in  what  is  culled  the  St.  Lonis 
trade.  About  one  hundred  boats,  thejr  say,  are 
regularly  employed  in  the  trade  of  their  city— K>f 
which  number,  twenty-three  were  lost  in  1841,  and 
nearly  as  many  have  been  lost  in  the  past  year. 

Between  the  11th  of  September  and  the  13th  of 
October  in  the  past  year,  (less  than  five  weeks,)  the 
following  steamboats  were  loet  between  the  dty  of 
St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio: 
Sept  11 — ^Mentor,  at  Qoose  island— boat  lost,  and 
part  of  the  cargo:  loss  -  -    |34,000 

Sept  13.— New  Orleans,  sunk  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  wreck  of  the  Men* 
tor:  loss  ....  45,000 
Sept  S9.-*Pre-emption,  sunk  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  Mentor-*-boat 
total  loss:  loss,  including  part  of  the 
cargo  ....     35,000 

Same  day.— Robert  T.  Lytle,  sunk  in 
sight  of  the  same  plaoe<— the  boat  sin<^ 
raised:  loss,  in  cargo,  dbc       -  -       7,000 

Sept.  36.— Fort  Pitt,  sunk  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  wreck  of.  the  Mentor:  boat 
loet;  cargo  partly  saved  -  -      35,000 

Oct  6.— Hull  of  steamboat  LonisviUe, 

sunk  five  miles  above  Cairo:  loss      -       8,000 
Oct  7.— Osage  Valley,  struck  the  hull 
of  the  Louisville,  and  sunk — boat  to- 
tol  loes;  cargo  partly  saved:  loes         -      40,000 
Oct  13. — Eliza,  bound  to  New  Orleans, 
with  full  cargo  and  a  large  number  of 
passengers,  struck  a  snag  six  miles 
above  Cairo;  tore  the  iKHlom  out;  sunk 
to  the  hurricane  deck  in  two  minutes, 
and  between  forty  and  fifty  persons 
were  drowned:  loss  of  boat  and  cargo      50,000 
These  losses,  amounting  to  |334,000,  occurred 
in  less  than  five  weeks,  between  St.  Louis  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio. 

Among  other  boats  sunk  last  year,  they  name 
the  John  Perry,  dueen  of  the  West,  North  Alaba- 
ma, Vicksbnrg,  Pratte  Barge,  Nonpareil,  Lebanon, 
Corvette,  Amaranth,  Neptune,  Ac.;  all  valuable 
boats,  and  richly  laden. 

They  further  say,  that  the  most  fcraidable  ob- 
structions in  the  Western  rivers  are  at  St.  Louis, 
or  near  that  place;  but  they,  nevertheless,  sympa- 
thise with  their  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  great 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  feel  called  on  to  co- 
operate with  these  in  urging  this  honorable  body 
to  do  justice  to  the  West,  hy  making  ample  appro- 
priations for  the  immediate  improvement  of  our 
rivers — ^the  Missouri,  the  Ohio,  and  Upper  and 
Lower  Mississippi.  They  observe  that  they  can 
safely  say  that  the  commerce  on  those  rivers  and 
their  tributaries,  forming  twenty 'thousand  miles  of 
interior  navigation,  cannot  amount  to  less,  at  the 
present  time,  than  two  hundred  millions  per  year. 
The  removal  of  snags,  the  clearing  of  logs  from 
the  banks  caved  in,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  St.  Louis,  (all  commenced  several  years 
tf  0,)  cannot  be  completed  unless  by  the  aid  of  the 
Grovemment,  and  under  its  authority.  They  say 
that  the  rapids  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  could  be 
improved  by  a  slack- water  navigation,  or  a  canal, 
which  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  public 
lands. 

This  subject  was  taken  up  by  the  popnlation  of 
the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Bvery  man, 
woman,  and  child,  in  that  valley,  was  direct- 
ly interested  in  the  improvement  of  the  great 
Western  rivers.  This  population  must  and  will 
be  heard  onihis  important  matter.  He  could  not 
face  his  oonstitnents  without  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  obviate  the  crying  and  melancholy  evils  com- 
plained of.  He  could  not  return  home  unless  he 
exerted  himself,  with  all  the  ability  and  energy  he 
possessed,  to  procure  this  appropriation. 

Nearly  four  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  prop- 
erty had  been  destroyed  in  less  than  four  years— 
a  greater  loss,  he  presumed,  than  bad  accrued  from 
storm  or  tempest  on  our  Atlanlic  coast  This  can 
be  obviated  by  Congnas  on  the  Western  watets. 


whilst  Qod  alone  can  command  the  storms  of  the 
great  deep.  The  greatest  amouht  of  loes  will  be 
found  between  St.  Louis  -and  the  month  of  the 
Ohio— a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles*  A  snaf 
boat  at  work  at  a  fow  points  designated  em- 
phatically "tteamboat  graveyards,"  would  have 
prevented  all  the  destruction  of  property  and 
loss  of  lives  complained  of  in  this  and  other 
petitions.  Ci^taln  Sbreeve  eradicmed  one  year 
all  the  snags  that  formerly  obstructed  these 
points;  by  which  navigation  was  rendered  compar- 
atively «^e.  This  caia  be  dene  again.  '  It  was- 
vainly  hoped  that  iron  steamboats  would  have  re- 
sistednhe  snags  and  sawyers  which  stand  in  some 
pUoes  like  a  forent  of  enormous  trees.  This  has 
been  tested,  and  found  wanting.  The  Valley  Faige 
iron  boat  was  lost  this  winter;  but  she^d,  he  un- 
derstood, been  since  raised.  Scarcely  a  Western 
newspaper  can  be  taken  up,  in  which  some  aeeouttt 
of  a  f^esh  wreck  is  not  found.  Last  night,  be  ob- 
served in  one  the  loss  of  the  Henry  Clay*  valued  at 
i40,000,  without  estimating  the  cargo.  Two  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars  are  involved  in  the  trade 
carried  on  by  steamboats  on  these  rivers — thirty 
millions  belonging  to  St.  Louis. 

He  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  pamphlet,  printed 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  St  Louis,  and 
drawn  up  with  care,  ability,  and  eruth,  whidi  bd 
thought  would  throw  some  light  on  the  subject;  and 
he  would  ask  that  it  might  be  refcffred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  with  the  memorial. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  fuUy  and  heart- 
ily eoneurred  wiih  the  memorialists,  as  well  as  in 
the  very  just  remarks  of  his  friend  from  Missouri. 
The  si^jeot  was  of  ^eat  importance  to  the  whole 
country,  but  of  special  consequence  to  the  Great 
West.  He  bad  long  thought  that  this  important 
matter  had  been  too  much  neglected  by  Congress. 
Such  had  been  the  loss  of  property  and  sacrifice  of 
human  life,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  the 
Qovemment  to  remove  the  obstmetions  from  the 
Western  waters,  and  to  provide  safe  harbors  on 
the  Western  lakes,  that  there  was,  and  would  be, 
but  one  voice  on  the  subject;  and  he  trusted  and 
hoped  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  effective  action 
on  the  subject.  He  might  not  live,  however,  polit* 
ically,  to  see  the  work  accomplished,  as  his  term 
in  the  Senate  wai  about  to  expire;  but  he  trusted 
that  Western  members  would  press  the  matter 
upon  the  attention  of  Congress,  until  the  naviga- 
tion of  Western  waters  shall  be  rendered  cheap  and 
safe  to  the  great  and  increasing  commerce  of  the 
West  He  would  not  go  into  the  details  of  the 
memorials  referred  to  by  the  Senator  frtm  Mis- 
souri. The  facts,  however,  are  most  startling;  and 
he  recommended  their  attentive  examination  to  the 
committee  to  whom  they  were  mfcRad. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  into  discussion,  but  to  assure  the 
Senators  that  the  subject  had  not  escaped  the  ai- 
tentionof  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Several 
memorials  were  before  the  committee;  and  all  he 
deemed  necessary  to  say  at  present  was,  that  the 
most  anxious  desire  to  do  justice  in  the  matter  per- 
vaded the  committee. 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the 
assurance  just  given  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Commerce,  that  the  subject  would  be 
carefully  ^nsidered.  He  rose  to  move  the  print- 
ing of  this  memorial,  that  it  might  go,  widi  others 
on  the  subject,  to  that  committee,  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  form.  Be  hoped  the  committee  would 
embody  all  the  facts^  information,  and  raasoni^ 
of  the  seveml  memonals,  in  one|  general  report, 
showing  the  extent,  importance,  and  value  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Western  waters,  and  the  loss  of 
lives  and  property  occasioned  by  the  obstructions, 
for  the  removal  of  which  the  appropriation  is 
asked. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  conceived  that  these  memo- 
^  rials,  instead  of  going  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
'  on  the  question  of  printing,  ought  to  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  whteh  could  select  such  por- 
tions of  them  as  might  be  considered  meet  impor- 
tant for  printing. 

Mr.  BARROW  stated  that  it  was  the  design  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  investigate  nil  the 
papers  on  the  subject  referred  to  it,  and  to  combine 
the  infoanation  and  facts  they  furnished  into  u 
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feneiml  report.  Erery  member  of  the  oommitiee, 
as  far  as  be  coold  obser?e,  was  well  disposed  to- 
wards tbe  object  in  view,  and  all  were  aware  of 
the  Importance  of  tbe  na?igaiion  of  these  Western 
liTcrSy  and  of  the  necessity  for  doing  something  to 
arrest  tbe  losses  complained  of. 

The  committee  had  imposed  on  him  the  task  of 
eoUating  the  materials  and  making  np  the  report, 
which  he  was  at  present  engaged  upon,  and  hoped 
would  be  ready  for  consideration  in  a  few  days. 
When  the  report  Is  completed,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  printing  of  this  memorial,  or  of  that  from  Gin- 
eiAnati,  separately,  will  be  unnecessary;  as  all  that 
they  contain  will  be  introduced  in  the  report  it- 
self. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  in  the  absence  of  a  lep- 
reeentation  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  in  this  body, 
lie  thought  it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
^oMHtttie  to  one  of  the  main  branches  of  the 
Mississippi  rhner,  which  had  apparently  been  en- 
.tirely  overlooked:  he  allvded  totfae  TeUMssee  river. 
That  riv«r  was,  he  believed,  of  more  importance 
than  any  other  of  the  branches  of  the  Mississippi, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Ohio.  There  were  no 
less  than  six  fiftates  interested  in  the  navigation  of 
that  river.  It  was  a  larger  stream  than  the  Ohio, 
and,  if  the  same  expense  were  bestowed  upon  it, 
as  apon  the  Ohio  rirer,  he  would  not  be  at  all  sur- 
prised to  see,  in  the  coarse  of  ten  years,  the  com- 
merce upon  that  river  exceed  that  of  tbe  Ohio. 
He  hoped  that  the  interests  of  Tennessee  would  not 
be  allowed  to  suffer,  4n  consequence  of  having  no 
representation  here;  but  that  the  committee  would 
inqoire  how  far  this  great  river  was  entitled  to  their 
attention;  and  that  they  would  establish  some 
principle  upon  which  the  navigation  of  these  great 
iatemal  seas — ^for  such,  to  all  intents,  they  were — 
might  be  improved;  and  to  see  how  far  this  great 
river  was  entitled  to  their  attention,  on  tbe  princi- 
ple thus  established. 

He  believed  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  a 
large  proportion  of  the  commerce  of  the  Missis- 
sippi would  pass'  through  this  channel.  There 
%as  already  in  process  of  construction  a  railroad 
connecting  the  city  of  Savannah  with  t^  Tennes- 
see river — a  very  considerable  portion  of  which 
was  now  nearly  completed,  being  graded,  and  reaiSy 
to  receive  the  iron.  It  would  require  but  small  ex- 
pense to  open  a  continuous  road  from  Charleston, 
on  the  one  side,  to  the  Tennessee  river  on  the 
other;  which  would  afford,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
a  more  speedy  communication  than  any  line  upon 
tbe  Atlantic  coast. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  appropriation  of  |]  00,060,  made 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  removing  ob- 
structions in  the  Mississippi  river,  and  other  great 
Western  livers.  He  read  the  appropriation,  in 
these  words: 

"Forbaiktiogftnd  lepatring  the  neceManr  bOAUi,  aod  for  ev- 
Tying  on  the  Improvemenis  on  the  Miasouri,  Mimflsippi,  Ohio, 
aod  ArkftlMU  nren,  one  huodred  thoasand  doUaiv,  under  the 
dira^caov  of^ie  flecnurr  of  War;  and  for  the  |»re9erTation  and 
ivpiiri  of  pabllcTirorlrs  heretofore  coostrucied  for*  the  hnpreve- 
meot  of  haihore,  thirt  j  thdii»«nd  doQare." 

The  appropriation  for  the  rivers  (Mr.  B.  said) 
was  HMHle  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
Uieky  farthest  on  the  ether  side,  [Mr.  Gaivmi- 
iNBi;]  and  he  would  wish  the  committee  to  ascer- 
lain  how  far  it  had  been  an^lied. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  had  been  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Misaoari  since  the  appropriation.  That  was  mtuAe 
jja  August,  and  he  had  beeir  on  the  river  in  October 
and  November  At  which  tilne  he  saw  no  employ- 
■MBi  ef  these  saag-boats*  The  destrnetien  of  the 
commercial  boats  was  the  greatest  that  ever  was 
kno«ra.  He  had  patasd  one  (the  Eiiaa)  iaunedi- 
.  ately  afler  its  los»--4he  top  was  vibible  above '  the 
waieri  and  where  forty  lives,  to  say  nothing  of 
property,  were  sapposed  to  be  lost.  It  was  ago- 
MWg  lo  beheld  the  snrvivers  wandering  among  the 
trees  on  the  shore,  coosamcd  by  grief,  aad  hager- 
^  at  the  spot  where  the  dearest  of  objects  had 
gone  to  the  bottom.  He  sair  this  soon  afier  it 
liappened.  It  was  one  of  numerous  instances; 
and  not  only  further  appropriations  were  needed, 
but  it  was  well  to  know  how  far  tbe^)ne  of  the  last 
session  had  been  applied. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  a  nari^ie  tributary  of  the  Mississippi 
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river,  flowing  600  miles  through  a  country  that 
furnished  a  larger  contribution  of  cotton  to  the 
commerce  of  the  South,  than  either  the  Tennessee, 
die  Red  river,  or  the  Arkansas.  He  alluded  to  the 
Yazoo  river.  If  the  attention  Of  tbe  committee 
was  to  be  directed  to  the  improvements  of  the 
rivers  just  mentioned,  he  should  require  an  ex- 
tension of  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose  to  the 
necessary  improvements  of  the  Taxoo.  Mr.  W. 
entered  into  a  variety  of  details,  showing  the  im- 
portance and  value  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Yazoo  river  and  its  connecting  rivers  and  passes. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  be  regretted  that  any- 
thing like  disputation  should  occur  at  this  early 
stage  of  the  biuiness,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  im- 
provements to  be  made,  and  as  to  the  rivers  to  be 
improved.  He  hoped  that  something  would  be 
done  in  relation  to  the  great  rivers  of  the  West — 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio,  and  perhaps  some 
others;  bat  if  they  were  going  to  include  au  the  in- 
ferior streams,  it  was  perfectly  evident,  as  had 
been  well  said  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
KiMQf]  they  would  not  be  able  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  at  alL  The  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio  rivers 
were  to  those  States  whose  boundary  they  formed, 
what  the  ocean  was  to  our  Atlantic  brethren;  and 
it  would  be  found,  upon  examination,  that  there 
was  a  greater  amount  of  commerce  upon  those  riv- 
ers than  upon  the  whole  Atlantic  coast.  These 
rivers  were  our  great  inland  ocean,  and  we  had  as 
much  right  to  claim  the  assistance  of  this  Gov- 
ernment as  those  living  upon  the  Atlantic. coast 
had.  He  did  not  desire  to  see  public  atten- 
tion drawn  off  from  (hose  rivers  which  were 
impprtantin  themselves,  to  those  of  comparaiively 
less  importance.  He  hoped  the  committee 
which  had  charge  of  the  subject  would  confine 
themselves  to  the  great  object  of  the  improvement 
of  these  large  rivers.  This  would  be  sufficient  to 
engage  their  attention  for  the  present;  and — as  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Kiiie]  had  well 
said — hereafter,  when  their  means  would  enable 
them  to  do  so,  it  would  l>e  proper  to  turn  their  at- 
tention to  the  smaller  livers.  Upon  the  »ame  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  attention  of  Congress  was 
demanded  to  tbe  Yazoo,  a  hundred  other  streams 
would  claim  attention.  There  were  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky  two  or  three  rivers:  there  was  Green 
river,  Kentucky  river,  aod  Licking  river — 

[Mr.  BUCHANAN.  And  Salt  river.] 
— all  these  to  be  improved  by  the  State  itself,  at  an 
expense  of  millions  of  dollars.  He  hoped  the 
commiuecy  for  tbe  purpose  of  renderiog  effectual 
anythiag  which  they  might  do  opoa  this  subject, 
wonid  confine  their  attention  to  those  rivers  which 
partake  of  the  character  of  national. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  this  a  question  of  as 
great  importance  as  could  come  before  the  Com- 
miuce  on  Cemmeree.  The  navigation  of  these 
great  inland  channels  of  communication  with  the 
ocean,  faraished  more  produce  for  exportation  than 
the  Atlantic  coast,  on  which  so  many  millions  had 
been  expended  for  the  alleged  benefit  of  com- 
merce. He  pointed  oat  the  vast  sams  expended 
for  the  meie  survey  of  that  eoast,  and  contrasted 
ihe  amoottt  of  expenditure  yet  required  to  complete 
if,  and  for  which  appropriations  were  continually 
solicited  from  Congress,  with  the  amount  required 
for  improving  the  Western  waters,  which  it  seem- 
ed so  dilBcult  to  ohfain.  He  did  not  wish  it  to  be 
oaderstood,  that  if  no  appropriation  was  made  for 
the  Yazoo  rirer,  be  would  oppose  the  appropriation 
for  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers;  bat  what  he 
meant  to  say  was,  that  if  the  Tennessee  and  other 
rivers  are  introduced  into  the  measure,  he  would 
insist  on  the  superior  claims  of  the  Yazoo. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  application  now  made 
from  St.  Louis  was  for  the  application  of  the  pe- 
culiar remedy  invented  for  the  rivers  ^ith  falling-in 
banks;  and  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  object  to 
complicate  it  with  a  general  inquiry  into  the  pro* 
priety  of  improving  all  the  Western  rivers.  These 
rivers  were  of  different  characters,  and  required 
different  modes  of  improvement.  Those  with  fall- 
ing-in banks  and  sofi  bottoms  were  obstructed 
chiefly  by  logs  and  trees.  Those  with  permanent 
banks  were  obstructed  chiefly  by  rocks  and  hard 
bars.  For  each,  a  different  treatment  was  required. 
The  snag-boat  had  been  invented  twelve  or  fifteen 


years  ago,  for  the  removal  of  logs  and  trees;  and 
the  application  now  was  to  continue  to  'emplojr 
them.  The  Mississippi,  the  Missouri,  th^  iRed 
river,  and  the  Arkannk  were  the  print^al  rlVenr 
which  required  them.  The  Ohio  i^uirM  th#m  hi 
a  less  degree,  as  there  were  but  feWsanken  logs  dr 
trees  in  it.  Its  banks  were  permanent,  and  Jire- 
seated  no  examples  of  the  acres  of  land  falling  in 
at  once,  with  all  their  vast  trees  upon  if,  which 
were  seen  upon  the  rivers  with  falling-in  banks. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  was  very  willing  that  the  Tennes- 
see aad  other  rivers  should  receive  the  improve- 
ment suitable  to  them;  but  it  woald  be  wrong  to 
clog  tbe  present  application  with  an  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  them.  Rocks  and  bard  bars  did  not  re- 
quire snag-boats;  and  the  whole  application  now 
was  for  the  snag-boats.  Be  (Sir.  B  )  was  williag 
they  should  be  nsed  wherever  necessary,  aad 
wherever  they  could  go.  They  were  obliged  4o 
be  large,  to  have  the  power  necessary  to  drag  these 
immense  trees  from  their  beds  in  the  riven:  they 
could  not  go  into  small  rivers;  Lut  he  waswilUw 
they  should  go  where  they  could.  Bst  they  should 
first  go  to  the  great  theatre  cf  the  idestracUoa  of 
life  and  property    and  that  #a8  the  Missis^ppi. 

Mr.  SETIBB  pointed  cat  that  tbej^propriatiea 
now  soaght  lor  was  to  woiove  saags  in  the  fivers 
where  they  formed  such  dangerous  impedimeais  to 
navigatisa.  The  otter  riveie  to  wWeh  fsnttomea 
alhided  were  not  impeded  by  sna^  or  nawyeft; 
the  improvtoieiits  they  might  require  were  alto- 
gether of  a  different  charaoier. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  in  refeieaee  to  the  in. 
proveaaent  of  the  Tennessee  river,  he  had.  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  been  dwrged  with  a  me- 
morial, very  numercusly  signed,  pnying  that  that 
important  river  might  be  put  apon  exactly  the  vaaie 
footing  as  the  other  great  branches  of  the  MlHia*^ 
sippi.  The  memorial  i^as  referred  to  a  eommltmty 
but  he  believed  no  action  had  been  takea  upon 
it.  He  would  not,  perhaps,  have  ihovglit  it 
necessary  to  take  so  lively  an  lotercit-  in 
the  subject,  had  lie  not  been  paiticalarly- 
solicited  by  fke  memorialists  to  bring  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Senato.  What  be  desilM; 
therefore,  at  present,  wa^  that  whatever  prin- 
ciple should  be  applied  to  the  other  -  impormat 
branches  of  the  Mississippi,  should  beapplied  td  tfafa 
also.  He  Claimed,  on  behalf  of  the  memorialists,  tMt 
the  committee  should  adopt  some  broad  priaeiple 
which  should  be  applicable  to  all  the  impoitaat 
branches  of  the  Mississippi,  and  not  confined  to 
one  or  two  only. 

Mr.  BARROW  said  he  woald  add  one  addi-' 
tional  remark  to  what  he  had  sud  when  fiist  apJ 
He  certaialy  did  not  desire  to  protract  this  desul- 
tory conversational  debate,  becaaee  he  diooghtit 
was  altogether  mistimed;  bat  he  thought  it  his  doty^ 
in  order  that  Senators  might  not  sappose  that  hw 
had  omitted  to  take  notice  of  their  sme6tions«  or 
that  be  had  any  disposition  to  overlook  this  im- 
portant stream  to  which  they  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  make  this 
single  remark:  that  the  Committee  oaComaseiBe 
had  before  it  memorials  from  the  West,  and  from 
the  Bast,  asking  Coogiess  for  $m  mppn^prmMwi 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mis* 
stssippi  and  Ohio  rtveis;  and,  by  some  of  them, 
the  Missouri  was  also  tacloded.  These  memDrials 
had  been  handed  over  by  the  romaiittee  to  him, 
[Mr.  Baruow,]  for  examination,  aod  ia  order  that 
he  m«ght  make  a  report  upon  them. 

He  believed  (h*  committee  weie  botrnd  to  repdrt 
upon  the  subject  as  it  had  been  submitted,  and  that 
they  had  no  right  to  enter  into  an  inquiry  whether 
an  appropriation  ought  to  be  made  at  this  spssion 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  and  the 
Yazoo,  or  any  other  than  those  which  had  be*n 
specially  submitted  to  their  consideration  by  tbe 
memorialists.  He  would  ssk,  Was  it  a  reasonable 
expectation  that  the  committee  should  go  into  -As 
broad  subject  ofimprovemeni,  unless  specially  in- 
structed so  10  dol  He  would  not  haVe  troubled 
the  Senate  with  this  additional  remark,  had  he  not 
apprehended  that  the  Senator  f^om  South  Carolina 
and  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  might  suppose 
that  the  committee  had  overlocied  importaat  ■mat- 
ters to  which  ^eir  atteadon  had  been  called. 
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CONOBBSSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Tbe  memorial  was  chen  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commeiee. 

Mr,  TALUBdADQE  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  persons,  of  tbe  cities  of  New 
York  and  Brooklyn,  prayiog  for  the  immediate 
erection  of  a  floating  dock  at  tbe  naval  station  at 
Brooklyn,  on  tbe  plan  of  J.  8.  Gilberu  refened  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Naval  AiTairs. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  .the  city  of 
Now  Yorky  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  tbe 
bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Cojpmittee  on  tbe 
Jadidary. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  tbe  cities  of 
New  York  and  Brooklyn,  in  favor  of  tbe  adoption 
of  the  plan  for  a  board  of  eicheqner  recommend- 
ed bj  tbe  President:  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  tbe  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Apalachicola,  Florida,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  establishiDg  light-booses  on  Cape 
St.  George  and  Cape  San  Bias;  which  was  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce.  Mr.  T.  said  that 
this  memorial  had  been  on  bis  table  for  some  time, 
bat,  in  consequence  of  indisposition,  he  was  nnable 
to  present  it  to  the  Senate. 

Hr.  CALHOtJN  presented  a  memorial  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  of  the  citiisens  of  East  Tennes- 
see, praying  an  appropriatioa  for  tbe  improvement 
of  the  Tennessee  river;  which  was  referred  to.  tbe 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BBNTON  presented  a  petition  from  Captain 
John  Moore,  praying  the  payment  of  his  acconnts 
as  commissary  of  snbsistenoe  of  certain  Ifissonri 
militia;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  presented  two  memorials  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  signed  by  a  number  of  peisons,  in 
which  they  say  that  it  is  their  belief  that  the  (so 
called)  btnkrnpt  law  is  nnconstitntional  and  de- 
atmetive  of  the  rights  of  tbe  creditor,  and  pray  for 
its  repeal  refermt  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  a  number  of 
iahabiiants  of  Platte  county,  Missouri,  who  were 
residents  on  a  military  reservation,  complaining  of 
the  destracUon  of  their  property  by  a  United  States 
officer,  in  consequence  of  not  obeying  his  order  of 
removal  flrom  said  reservation;  and  asking  a  settle- 
ment of  ifaeir  claims  for  tbe  loss  of  this  property, 
and  for  the  loss  of  tbeir  land,  which  was  covered 
by  tbe  reservation  alluded  to:  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BBNTON  remarked  chat  be  bad  intended, 
on  yesterday,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
what  he  conceivcKl  to  be  another  error  in  tbe  print- 
ed speech  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
RiVKS]  on  the  British  treaty,  in  secret  session;  but 
tbe  Senator  was  not  then  in  bis  seat.  It  was  bis 
intention  to  do  so  io*day;  but,  as  tbe  morning  hour 
had  expired,  he  would  not  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  Senate,,  but  would  postpone  doing  so  till  to-mor- 
low  morning. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from*  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
marine  corps;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  had  been  directed,  by 
the  same  committee,  to  report  a  bill  which  was 
connected  with  the  great  subject  under  discussion 
this  morning — the  improvement  of  harbors  and  riv- 
ers, to  give  ihcility  to  eommetoe.  It  was  a  bill  for 
the  survey  and  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  with  a  view  of  establishiDg  a' na- 
vy-yard and  naval  depot  at  that  place.  He  had 
been  directed  to  report  that  bill  back,  without 
amendment,  and  #ith  a  recommendation  that  it  be 
paised. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
heirs  of  Daniel  Truehart,  prayiog  indemnity  for 
property  destroyed  during  the  revolutionary  wan 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  bad  been  referred  tbe  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  Senate,  instructing  that 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
taining tbe  organization  of  the  four  companies  of 
light  artillery,  and  of  repealing  so  much  of  tbe  act 
of  last  session  respecting  ibe  reorganization  of  tbe 
army,  which  provided  that  the  second  regiment  of 
dragoons  should  be  oonvcried  into  a  rifle  regiment, 


reported  a  bill  to  repeal  c^ain  portions  of  the  act 
entitied  *'An  act  respecting  the  organization  of 
tbe  army,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  approved  the 
513d  August,  1849;  which'  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  readingl 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  tbe  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  tbe 
relief  of  Dr.  Boyd  Reilly. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  f^em  tbe 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, praying  for  tbe  establishment  of  tbe  ware- 
bousing  system;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company, 
prayiog  for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  admitting 
railroad  iron  free  of  duty,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe 
benefit  of  the  Petersbuig  Blailfoad  Company;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EVANS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  an  assistant  collector  for 
the  port  of  Bangor,  in  the  collection  district  of 
Belfast,  Maine;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refer* 
red  to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce. 
.  Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the .  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  establish  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  andtopro^ 
vide  for  the .  admission  of  tbe  State  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union,  on  tbe  conditions  therein  express- 
ed,** approved  June  15, 1836,  made  a  report  favor- 
able to  its  psssage;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  House 
bill  (213)  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  sales  of 
land,  with  the  improvements  thereon  erected  by 
the  United  Slates,  for  the  use  of  tbeir  agents, 
teachers,  farmers,  mechanics,  and  other  persons 
employed  amongst  the  Indians  '* 

Also  reported  back,  from  tbe  same  committee, 
without  amendment.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison  Young,  and  Benjamin 
Young. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment.  House  bill 
(463)  for  the  relief  of  John  Hicks;  and  House  bill 
(389)  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Javins. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK, 

Re$olvedt  That  the  Pottmuter  Oeoenl  ba  directed  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  a  sfatement  showing  the  number  of 
exMng  contracts  with  railroad  companies  for  tlie  traosportap 
tion  of  the  mail,  and  the  price  established  to  be  paid  for  said 
service,  under  each  contract;  and  also  the  amount  paid  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  over  each  of  said  routes  the  year  pre- 
vious to  the  contract  with  the  respective  railroad  companies. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 
'Of  Joseph  Nourse. 

The  bill  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samtiel 
Dyson;*'  and 

The  bill  entitled  <<An  act  to  revive  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  Tucker.'* 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  <m.  laid  before  tbe  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  tbe  Senate  of  tbe  5th  instant,  a  statement  of  tbe 
imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bullion  since  1834;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BBN- 
TON, was  ordered  to  be  printed.    Then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  tbe  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

ToisDAT,  January  17, 1843. 

Mr.  A.  G.  DODQE,  of  Iowa,  presented  a  me- 
morial from  citizens  of  the  city  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  representing  that  the  commerce  and  business 
of  said  city,  together  with -that  of  the  flourishing 
and  thrifty  towns  of  Bloomington,  Davenport, 
Rock  Island,  Galena,  Dubuque,  and  Prairie  du 
Ghien,  and  the  country  around  them  on  either  side 
of  the  river,  embracing  tbe  finest  portions  of  tbe 
State  of  Illinois  and  the  Territories  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin,  is  subjected  to  a  most  burdensome  tax 
in  tbe  increased  price  of  freights,  occasioned  by  the 
obstructions  to  tbe  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
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river  at  tbe  Des  Moines,  or  Lower  Rapids,  and. 
earnestly  urging  on  Congress  the  great  importanoe 
of  making  an  appropriation  to  remove  said  ob- 
structions: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Also,  a  petition  for  a  donation  of  land  to  tbe  Me- 
chanics' Mntnal  Aid  Association  of  Iowa  dty,  for 
literary  and  scientific  purposes:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  tbe  mineral 
district  in  Iowa,  praying  a  speedy  sale  of  the  mine- 
ral lands:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  READ  of  Pennsylvania  presented  two  peti- 
tions, signed  by  sandry  eitizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  repeal  of  tbe  bankrupt  bill:  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  GREEN  offered  tbe  following  resolution: 

JUaoivdf  Thai  tlie  Cominittee  of  Ways  eod  Meusbe  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencj  orSrinfioff  in  a  bill  ap* 
propriaiing  9200,000  per  year,  commencing  tbe  present  year, 
and  to  be  continued  for  the  ensuing  (en  years,  lo  be  applied  to 
the  removal  ofiheotastnictionsin  the  western  waters,  and  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  report  to  thii 
House  with  the  most  convenient  despatch. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  he  waa  about  to  re- 
port a  bill  on  the  subject  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  GREEN  proposed  that  tbe  House  should 
adopt  his  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  introduced  "A  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  on  the  F^lern  shores  of  Ldce 
Michigan." 

Twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  the  printing  of  the  sub- 
stitute for  the  exchequer  plan  now  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  desired  to  present  a  me- 
morial in  relation  to  tbe  improvement  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Objection  baving  been  made,  Mr.  P.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules;  but  the  House  refused  to 
suspendsp 
'  The  committees  were  then  called  on  for  reports. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  and  rivers, 
and  for  continuing  tbe  Cumberland  road,  for  tlae 
half  calendar  year  ending  June  30, 1843,  and  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1844. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe  Union. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  laying  down 
iron  actually  imported  for  railroad  companim. 
Mr.  P.  suggested  that  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed,  and 
that  it  lie  on  tbe  Speaker's  table:  agreed  to. 

CLERK.  IN  THE  SECOND   AUDITORS 

OFFICE. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Commitlee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  joint  reeolutioa 
for  the  continuation  of  an  additional  clerk  in  the 
Second  Auditor's  Office;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BURKE,  from  the  Committee  of  Chums, 
reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '*An  est 
for  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Yienne,"  without  amend- 
ment: twice  read,  and  referred  te  the  Commines 
of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  COWEN,  from  tbe  same  committee,  n- 
ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represesla* 
tives  of  Robert  A.  Kelly:  twice  read,  and  refeml 
to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  ooaunines, 
made  sundry  adverse  reports. 

PROPOSED  MEETING  AT  TEN  O'CLOCK. 

Mr.  COWEN  reported  a  resolution  that  the 
House  shall  meet,  on  Friday  and  Saturday  next, 
at  10  o'clock,  for  tbe  transaction  of  private  busineas. 

Mr.  C.  moved  tbe  previous  question  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution;  but  the  House  refused  to 
second  it* 
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Ur.TURIVBY  mored  to'lty  tberasolation  on 

the  table. 

Mr.  COWBN  asked  for  the  yeat  ai|d  nays  on 
the  motion. 

The  House  refused  to  order  them. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  then  adopted 
without  a  division. 

Us.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  presented  a  peaUon  from 
Baltimore  against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
whidi»  he  said,  was  numerously  signed  by  men  of 
both  parties. 

Bfr.  WARREN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  W.  8.  Bsleth:  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CARY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
lAttde,  reported  a  bili  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  certain  settlers  in  Wisconsin:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 


Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
lAnds,  reported  a  bill  grantiDg  a  quantity  of  land 
for  the  improvement  of  Ghrant  river,  at  the  town  of 
Potosi,  in  Wisconsin  Territory:  read  twice,  and 
leftrred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Also,  a  bill  grandng  to  the  Territory  of  Wiseon- 
Bin  a  certain  tracft  of  land,  for  the  benefit  uf  the 
town  of  Fairplay»  in  said  Territory:  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  - 

MX'  HOPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  Senate  bill 
39,  (proposing  certain  amendments  to  the  bill  for 
the  eetabltsbment  of  additioilal  msil  routes,  passed 
August,  1849,)  with  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion that  it  be  rejected.  The  bUl  and  report  of  the 
eommittee  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  fyom  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A  BILL  to  tvptfd  the  bankrupt  law. 

Be  a  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  JBfouee  of  RepreeentoHtee 
9f  the  United  atatee  qf  America  in  Cohgreee  aeeembled. 
Ttmi  the  act  eotiiled  "An  act  to  Mtabltth  an  uniform  mtam  or 
baokmptcT  throoshout  the  United  BiMta,"  approra  on  tho 
19th  day  of  August,  IMLbe,  and  tba  aame  U  berol^,  ropaated. 

Prffoided,  AoiMvar,  That  the  repeal  alum  not  extend  to  or 
aflba  any  case  which,  at  the  time  thn  act  goei  into  effect,  ehall 
bo  pending  before  any  court;  nor  to  any  proceeding  which,  at 
•nid  time,  ihall  have  been  legally  commenced,  and  which  ihall 
1m  then  in  progresi,  under  and  by  virtue  of  tlM  eaid  act  hereby 
lepceled. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BARNARD  objected  to  its  second  reading, 
whieh  he  said  he  could  do  under  the  role,  which 
forbadp  the  second  reading  of  a  bill  ^  the  same 
day  it  was  reported,  unless  no  objcctioi^as  made. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  haviog  been  objected  to,  the 
question  would  come  up  before  the  douse,  Shall 
this  bill  be  rejectedl 

Mr.  BARNARD  repeated  his  objection,  and  in- 
stated on  his  right  to  make  it 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  remarked  that  the  parliament- 
ary law  was  imperative  in  requiring  the  question 
to  be  taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  after  the 
objection  made  to  its  second  reading  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Biajrian.]  - 
'  The  SPEAKER  said  that,  by'relerenoe  to  the 
109th  rule  of  the  House,  he  found  that,  if  objec- 
tion wair  made  to  the  Jbnt  reading  of  the  bill,  the 
question  would  ihtn  ensue  upon  its  rejection.  By 
that  rule,  no  bill  could  have  its  first  and  second 
reading  en  the  same  day,  without  a  special  order 
from  the  House. 

Mr.  CATE  JOHNSON.  Let  us  make  it  the 
special  order  now. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  claimed  the  floor  to 
maka  another  report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  MOORE  suggested  that  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  be  fixed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BARNARD  persisted  in  bis  point  of  order, 
and  his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  obsenred,  that  the  bill  had 
baen  read  the  first  time;  audit  was  not  neeessary 
for  it  to  be  read  a  second  time,  that  the  gintlenuui 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Baui lan]  shoold  make  the 
motion.  He  (Mr.  A  )  would  now  make  the  mo* 
tloa  that  the  bill  be  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  that  the  gentleman  flrom 


New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Athuitov]  was  not  entitled 
to  the  floor  to  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  ssid  that  the  bill  was  not  dis- 
posed  of;  it  was  under  consideration;'and,  the  gen- 
tleman having  reported  it,  and  refused  to  moTe  its 
second  reading,  or  its  reference,  he  had  no  right  to 
the  floor  for  any  other  purpose. 

Mr.  BARNARD  insisted  upon  it  that  the  bill  was 
not  before  the  House.  He  had  the  floor,  and  no 
person  had  a  right  to  make  the  motion  bu*  himself. 

Mr.  BRIQGH3  understood  that  the  gentleman 
claimed  the  floor  for  another  subject. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  asked  if  it  was  not  now  in 
order  lo  move  to  amend  the  billl 

After  some  further  conversation —    . 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  House  had  the  right  to  order  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  now. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  observed  that,  after  that 
decision  of  the  Chair,  he  should  no  longer  object  lo 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time;  when 

Mr.  TURNEY  rose,  and  said  that  he  wished  to 
ofi'er  an  amendment  to  the  bill;  but, 

Mr.  BARNARD  rising,  the  Speaker  awarded 
the  floor  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.' B.  then,  under  instructions  from  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  that  committee,  with  instructions  to  report 
amendments  to  the  following  eflfect : 

'*lst.  Confining  the  repeal  to  that  part  of  the 
bankrupt  law  whieh  autboriies  proceedings  in 
bankruptcy  on  the  sole  petition  and  motion  of  the 
bankrupt. 

**9d.  Authorising  any  bankrupt  to  declare  him- 
self insolvent,  and  making  such  declaration  an  act 
of  bankruptcy  upon  which  his  creditors  may  pro- 
ceed against  him  in  bankruptcy. 

<*3d.  Authorizing  the  creditors,  or  a  majority  of 
them  in  amount,  to  nominate  the  assignee  of  the 
bankrupt's  estate. 

*'4th.  Providing  that  the  assent  of  a  majority  in 
amount  of  the  creditors  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
discharge." 

Mr.  TURNEY  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
Speaker,  he  understood,  gave  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
the  reporter  of  a  bill.  Now,  be  contended  that  be, 
having  risen  and  claimed  the  .floor  before  the  gen- 
tleman, was  entitled  to  it.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York,  he  added,  had  forfeited  his  right  by 
courtesy,  because,  aftes  reporting  the  bill,  he  had 
objected  to  its  second  reading,  and  refused  to  make 
a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  accordance  with  the  universal  practice. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  member  from  New 
York  was  entitled  to  the  preference  given  him,  ae» 
cording  to  the  universal  practice  of  the  House. 
No  member  bad  ever  interposed  between  the  re- 
porter of  a  bill  and  any  motion  he  might  wish  to 
make  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  TURNEY  contended  that  the  present  case 
was  entirely  difierent  from  the  usual  practice  of 
the  House;  for  here  the  reporter  of  the  bill  objects 
ed  to  its  Second  reading,  and  refused  to  make  any 
motion  to  facilitate  its  progress. 

The  SPEAKER  persisting  in  his  decision, 
Mr.  TURNEY  appealed,  and  addressed  the 
House  in  favor  of  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BARNARD  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ 
with  the  gentleman  from.Tennessee  in  regard  to 
the  facts  of  the  case.  According  to  his  recollec- 
tion, he  addressed  the  Chair  before  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill;  and  after  it  was  read  the  sec 
lime,  he  again  addressed  the  Chair  first. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  desired  to  say  that  his 
colleague  [Mr.  TuaaxT]  was  correct  as  to  the  facts 
stated  by  him.  After  the  bill  was  read  tiie  second 
time,  his  colleague  got  up  first,  and  addressed  the 
Chair.  This  fact  was  within  the  recollection  of 
several  members.  The  Speaker,  he  understood, 
gave  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  firom  New  York, 
on  the  ground  of  courtesy  lo  the  introducer  of  a 
bill;  but  it  must  be  observed  that  the  gentleman 
ttom  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  ATRBaTov]  got  the 
floor  between  the  introduction  of  the  bill  and  its 
second  reading,  and  that  it  was  nponhis  motion  that 
it  was  read  the  second  time. 


Bir.  HOUSTON  desired  to  ask  the  Chair  whether 
it  would  now  be  in  order  to  ofTer  an  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  hoped  the  gentleman  frqm  Teu" 
nesiee  would  withdraw  the  appeal.  The  Chair,  in 
his  opiniout  had  an  arbitrary  and  unqualified  right, 
under  the  parliamentary  law,  of  awarding  the  floor 
to  either  of  the  members  who  may  rise  at  the  same 
time.  Besides,  the  object  that  both  he  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  bad  in  Tiew,  would  not  be 
promoted  by  persisting  in  the  appeal.  But  for  the 
appeal,  a  motion  to  amend  would  be  in  order,  and 
a  motion  to  commit  also.  He  only  asked  the  gen- 
tleman to  withdraw  his  appeal,  and  he  would 
make  a  motion  to  atrike  out  the  proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  would  not  go  into 
an  issue  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  upon 
his  statement  of  facts,  becanse  the  Chair  did  not 
decide  upon  the  facts  he  stated.  The  Chair  de- 
cided upon  the  uniform  practice  and  courtesy  of 
the  House  to  the  reporter  of  a  bill.  The  second 
reading  occurred  not  upon  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tlenun  from  New  Hampshire,  (who  was  not  en* 
titled  to  the  floor  to  nuke  it,)  but  as  the  neeessary 
course  of  the  bill  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  ob- 
jections of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Babhabd.]  Had  the  gentleman  persisted^  in  his* 
objections,  the  question  would  have  been,  not  upon 
the  second  reading,  but  upon  the  rejection  of  the 

bill. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  asked  if  an  amendment  stri- 
king out  the  proviso  of  the  bill  would  be  in  order, 
if  the  appeal  were  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  then  addressed  the  House  in 
favor  of  the  appeal,  contending  that,  upon  the 
grounds  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee^ 
[Mr.  TimirBT,]  the  Speaker  ought  to  have  given 
him  the  floor,  instead  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  The  object  of  (he  gentleman  from  New 
York,  aa  was  apparent  to  every  one,  was  to  de- 
feat the. bill*  He  therefore  hoped  that  all  who 
were  in  favor  of  the  repeal  would  vote  to  reverse 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BRIQOS  exclaimed  against  the  appeal  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  the  House,  to  vote 
against  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD.    Because  it  is  wrong. 

Mr.  BRIGKSS  (without  noticing  ihe  explana- 
tion) said,  if  the  Speaker  was  tight,  it  was  the  dutf 
of  the  House  to  sustain  him;  but  the  course  pointed 
out  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  was  him* 
'  self  a  lawyer,  would  give  a  blow  at  parliamentary 
rule,  with  a  vengeance;  for  it  was  an  appeal  to  vote 
against  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  right  or  wrong. 
He  made  some  further  remarks  which  were  not 

distinctly  heard.  .    .  ,    .      ,     . 

Mr.  WISE  said  there  was  no  pnnciple  mvolved» 
except  as  to  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  and  he 
added  that  he  believed  the  Speaker  had  absolute 
power  on  that  point  \^  ,. 

The  SPEAKER  then  put  the  question,  «'8hall 
the  decision  of  jthe  Chair  sUnd  as  the  judgment  of 
tl|e  House?**  which  was  determined  in  the  sffirm* 

ative.  . , ,      ^     ^   ^ 

Mr.  WISE  then  asked  what  would  be  the  effect 

of  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  it 
would  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.'>WISE  inquired  whether  it  would  cut  off  the 

proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE.  Then  I  move  the  previoua  qnea- 
lion.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  proviso.  [Great  ex- 
citement.] «      ^       .*    .. 

Mr.  BARNARD.    Mr.   Speaker,  if  this  mo- 

Mr.  WISE  (amidst  much  confusioa)  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  this  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  but  his  voice  was  over- 
powered by  the  hum  of  excited  conversaiioa 
throughout  the  hall.  . 

Mr.  WISE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  hear  a  word. 

[Great  confusion.]  ^  ^  v 

Mr.  BARNARD.     If  this    moUon  bad  been 

made  in  the  ordinary  way  —  ,  .      ,  ^ 

I      Bftr.  WISE  again  interposed,  and  exclaimed  ihat 
I  he  could  not  hear  n  word  that  was  said. 


IM 
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Tbe  8PKAKER  eaUed  Ihe  HoMe  to  order. 

fiCr.  BARNARD  ibea  rosained,  and  said  if  this 
motion  had  b^n  made  in  the  ordinary  way»  on  the 
conmitmeniof  ihe  bill*  and  the  prerions  qaestion 
was  MMiained,  •  he  was  aware  it  would  bring  the 
Hooae  directly  to  a  vote  on  the  main  proposition; 
bat  Ihe  Speakej  voidd  remember  thai  the  motion 
was  not  made  bjr  him  as  an  individoal  member  of 
the  House,  bnt  as  the  organ  of  the  Jodieiaij  Com- 
mittee, and  in  the  form  and  shape  of  a  report  from 
that  committee;  and  in  nich  a  cas^,  he  sobmitted, 
the  role  did  not  apply;  and  that  if  the  previous 
question  was  seconded,  the  Tote  must  first  be  ta- 
ken on  the  report  of  iha  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  SPEAKER'S  reply  did  not  reach  the  re- 
portei's  desk. 

Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  whether  the  House 
could  cut  off  the  report  of  a  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  fcr  a  major- 
ity of  the  House  to  deiermine. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  Clerk  to  read  the  bill  as  it 
would  stand  if  the  prerious  question  was  sec- 
onded. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill,  as  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  CuiToa»»  simply  repeaiiog  the  bankrupt 
law,  with  the  proviso  submitted  by  Mr.  Tiujng- 

■AST. 

Mr.  WISE.    J  f  tick  to  the  previous  question. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  but  he  was  un- 
able to  decide.  Tellers  were  then  demanded,  and 
Messrs.  Wxlubr  and  Briogs  were  appointed;  and 
having  taken  the  vote,  they  reported  93  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  83  in  the  negative.  There  was, 
therefore,  a  second. 

Mm,  BARNARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  has  the  morn, 
ing  hour  eipired?    (It  was  10  minutes  past  1.) 

The  SPEAKER.    It  has. 

Mr.  BARNARD.  Then  I  call  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  of  the  day  is  the 
further  consideiation  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law.    [Roars  of  laughter.] 

[This  bill,  which  was  now  the  order  of  the  day, 
was  the  bill  some  time  since  introduced  by  Mr. 
SvjuuBTT,  to  which  various  ameadmeats  had  been 
offered,  and  on  which  Mr.  Mirshall  was  entitled 
to  the  fioor  from  the  middle  of  last  week.] 

Mr.  CUSHING  rose  and  said  Mr.  Knriru>r'8 
bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  measuring  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  had  been  made  the  special  order  for  this 
day» 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  the  previous  question  had 
»ot  been  seconded  on  the  bill  which  the  Judiciary 
C^nunittee,  by  direction  of  the  House,  had  re- 
ported. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had,  and  it  would  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  morning  hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WISE.  [Laughing.]  Well,  '<uke  your 
tiflM»  Miss  Lucy .'^    [Laughter.] 

Some  conversation  ensued  respecting  the  bill 
which  Mr.  CoanuNi  contended  was  the  special  or- 
der for  this  day;  but 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  order  of  the  day 
to  be  Mr.  EvxasTT^  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law,  on  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

And  the  state  of  the  question  was  this: 

Mr.  BAMTAnD  had  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  (or  substitute  for)  the  original  bill: 

*1lMit»iiiiidiofUwaeteittiitod*Aa  actto«iabIkhAunl. 
rorm  fTstein  of  iMnkruptcy  ibroofhoat  the  United  Buum,'  ap- 
proved on  the  1W»  of  August,  1841,  aiauthomeia^enon 
owing  debte  to  apply  by  peuUoo,  for  the  benefit  of  aaid  act,  to- 
fMlNf  with  aU  the  pwui  of  aald  act  which  are  applicable  wlely 
to  the  mode  of  obiainiog  the  benefitof  the  providou  or  such 
act,  in  behalf  of  debtors,  ij  (he  Toluiitary  petition  of  such  deb- 
ton,  without  the  conconrenee  or  aid  of  their  crediion  be,  and 
themme  is  haretiy,  repealed:  Provided,  That  this  aa  shall  not 
affea  anT  cue  or  proceeding  in  bankruptcy  already  commenced, 
or  which  shall  be  commenced  before  the  4th  day  of  JaW  next. 
or  any  P«<n«,  penalttse,  or  forftitures,  pn»cribed  and  incurred 
or  which  shall  be  Incaired,  under  said  act" 

And  Mr.  OosHwa  had  offered,  the  following 
amendment  to  the  original  bill: 

**In  the  proTiso  of  the  orlgfaial  bill,  strike  out  the  HSth  day  of 
I>eeHBber,  IS^'  4kc. 'and  taMttso  that  the  provto  shall  nad 
aa  follows.  *Pre9ided,  That  this  act  shall  not  affect  any  case 
or  proceeding  in  bankmpicy  commenced  before  the  passage  of 
thia  a<^  or  any  peioa,  penaltiea,  or  fiH-feitaras  incurred  wider 
the  said  act;  but  every  such  proceeding  may  be  cominned  to  its 
filial  cposummation,  In  like  manner  as  if  this  aa  had  not  been 


had  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 


mitted to  the  Committee  on  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
the  following  instructions: 

*To  report  a  bill  to  repeal  that  part  of  theeztsting  law  which 
authorises  the  voluntary  applicatioo  of  debtoia,  and  to  inclnde 
corporations  which  iaoe  paper  to  circulate  as  money  within 
the  operations  of  said  law.'* 

Which  proposed  instractions  Mr.  C.  JomsoN 
had  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  instruct  the  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  for  the  immediate  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  without  limit  or  qualifications;  (sim- 
ply, in  lact,  striking  out  the  proviso  of  the  origi- 
nal bill  of  Mr.  EvEBjBTT.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL  rose  and  said  he  would  not  be 
responsible  for  any  delay  of  the  action  of  this 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law;  but  he 
wished  to  idquire  what  would  be  the  effect  on  him- 
self,  if  he  moved  the  previous  question,  and  it 
should  not  be  sustained  by  the  House— whether 
he  should  retain  the  right  to  the  floor.  He 
did  not  wish  to  take  the  responsibility  of  any  delay 
in  the  action  of  the  House;  but  he  did  not  wish  to 
forfeit  his  right  10  ihe  floor,  if  the  House  should 
refuse  to  second  his  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  if  the  previous 
question  was  voted  down,  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  not  be  absolutely  entitled  to  the 
floor,  though,  no  doubt,  he  would  obtain  it  by 
courtesy. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said,  then,  for  the  second  or 
third  time,  he  put  himself  on  the  courtesy  of  the 
House,  and  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  if  the  previous  question 
W88  not  sustained,  he  should  certainly  object  to  thfe 
gentleman  frond  Kentucky  having  the  floor. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  But  if  I  get  it,  the  gpntle- 
man  from  New  York  cannot  prevent  my  speaking. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  warmly,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  spoken  once. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  contradicted  the  assertion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

The  SPEAKER  also  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentocky  hsd  not  spoken  on  this  question. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  again  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  CUSHING  protested  against  the  motion 
for  the  previods  question.  He  said  several  gentle- 
men had  entered  into  a  very  general  debate,  which 
had  been  continued  for  several  days  while  this  bill 
was  before  the  House,  and  he  protested  against  being 
thus  cut  off  from  a  reply.  If,  however,  he  could 
get  the  floor,  if  the  House  should  negative  the  pre- 
vious question,  he  should  claim  and  retain  it,  cour- 
tesy or  no  courtesy. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  there  was  not  a  gentle- 
man on  that  floor  more  anxious  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion then  he  was. 

(Cries  of  «*Goon,  then.") 

Mr.  WISE  inquired,  if  the  previous  question  was 
sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
put,  and  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cusnuia]  should  be  adopted, 
whether  the  bill  would  not  then  be,  in  substance, 
the  same  as  the  bill  to  be  acted  upon  to-morrow 
morning? 

Mr.  CUSHING.    Precisely. 

Some  conversation  ensued  as  to  the  priority  of 
the  amendments;  and 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  seconding  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question.  Messrs.  Baiaos  and 
Read  were  appointed;  and  they  reported  110  in  the 
affirmative,  and  98  in  the  negative;  there  was, 
therefore,  a  second. 

The  effect  of  sustaining  the  previous  question 
was  to  cut  ofl^  the  several  motions  to  commit  with 
instructions,  and  to  bring  the  House  to  a  vote 
upon  the  amendments  to  the  bill. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ma<«sachusetts,  [Mr.  CosHmo  1 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  called  for  its  reading; 
and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  S.  expressed  a  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment;  but  the  motion  was  ruled 
out  of  Older. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted — ^yeas  148, 
nays  62,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  LaodalT  W.  Andnwi,  Bher- 
lock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arcrlgg,  Babcoclr,  Balcer,  BaniArd, 
Barton,  Beeaon,  Bidlaclc,  Birdseye,  Black,  Boat  dman,  Borden, 
BoUa,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Brins,  Bionson«  Milton  Brown,  Jete- 
miali  Brown,  Bumell,  William  Butler,  Calhoun,  John  Camp, 
bell,   Tliomas  J.  Campbell,  Caiuthen,   Casey,  Cliapmao,  I 


Childs,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowan,  Cvansion, 
Cravens,  CiMhing,  Ricliard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
John  Edwards,  JohnC.  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gates,  Gentry,  Owry.  Gog* 

gin,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Granger,  Greco, 
Ittstine,  Henry,  Holmes,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
IngerHoll,  Joseph  R.  IngersoU,  James  Irrio,  William  W. 
Irwin,  Jack,  James,  William  Cost  Jcdmsoo,  Isaac  D.  Joses, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  Robert  McClellan,  McKeonan, 
McKeon,  Mallory,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason, 
Mathiotj  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Moynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard,  CNirer,  Osborae, 
Parmenter,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Powell,  Ramsay,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Rencber, 
r,   ^Vil 


Ridgway.  Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell, 
Salioostail,  Banrord,  Sewell,  Shields,  Sladc^  Xniman  flnith, 
Boilers,  Stanly,  Siokelv,  Btratton,  Alex.  B.  H.  Biuan,  John 
T.  Stuart,  Bummers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thonipsoo,  Rkhard 
W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  TiHinrtast,  Toland,  Tom* 
linson,  Tripleit,  Troui,  Trumbut^  Van  Bursn,  Van  llfnsse 
laer,  Wallace,  Ward.  Warren,  Washiogtob,  Watterson,  Wait. 
brook,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomaa  W.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Wood,  Yorfca, 
and  Augustus  Young— 148. 

NAYB— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Boyd.  Burke,  Green 
W.  Caldwell,  Patrick C. Caldwell,  WUliam  B. CnupbelLC^r, 
ClifTord,  Clinton,  Hark  a;  Cooper,  DanieJL  GarraU  Daris, 
Dean,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  Egbert,  Ferili,  Fomaace, 
Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode,  Gwin,  Harris,  HasUncs,  Hays, 
Hopkins,  Houck,  Cave  Johnson,  Keioi,  Andrew  Keonedy, 
Lewis,  UtUefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCleUaa^  BfcKav,  Mar- 
chand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathewik  MediU,  Miller,  Owsley, 
Partridge,  Proflit,  Reding,  Revnofds,  Riggs,  Rogers^  Bauo* 
ders,  Shepperd,  William  Smith,  Bnyder,  clpiigg,  Bteeoiod, 
Sumter,  Sweney,  Tumey,  Oaderwooo,  and  Waller— €2. 

The  question  next  came  np  upon  the  anaod- 
meat  of  the  gentleman  from  New  york,  [Mr.  Bin* 
man.] 

Mr.  MOORE  ashed  /or  the  yeas  and  nays;  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected — ^yeas  73, 
nays  136,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews^  Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Boardoun,  Borden, 
Brigga,  Jeremiah  Brown,  BurnelL  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs, 
J.  u.  Clark,  Btaley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Craostoi),  Craven^ 
Dawson,  John  Edwards,  Fess^iden,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Patrick 
G.  Goode,  Granger,  Henry,  Howard,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  In- 
gersoU, James  Irvin,  Wm.  W.  Irwin,  Jaoie^  &iog,  Linn,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Bamson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Maxwell,  Maynatd,  Mor- 
gan, Morrow,  Osborne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Benjamin 
Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  James  M.  Russell, 
Balionstall,  Boilers.  Biokel/,  BiraUon,  A.  U.  H.  Btuart,  R.  W. 
Thompson,  Tolana,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Warren,  Edward  D.  White,  Jos.  L.  While,  Tbos. 
W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams,  Winthrop,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  Jonn  Young— 
73. 

ICaYB— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  AthertOB,  Bar^ 
ton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Black,  Botia,  Bowne,  Boyd, 
Brewster,  Bronson.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Blown,  Charias 
Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W. 
Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell.  John  Campbell,  William  & 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Canithers^  Cary.  Gsaej, 
Chapman^  Cliflbrd,  Clinion,  Coles,  M.  A.  Cooper,  Daniel,  Gar* 
rett  Davis,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Debferry,  Dean,  Doig,  Beat- 
man,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferri%  John  6. 
Floyd,  Fomance,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gog|in,  Wm.  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Graliam,  Green,  GasiincL  Gwia,  Harris,  HaMioga, 
Hays,  Holm^^or)kins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hobard,  Hudson, 
Hunter,  ChsHI  J.  IngersoU.  Jack,  (^ve  Johnson,  Umx  D. 
Jones,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Luie,  Lew- 

aLiulefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan.  Robert  McCleUan, 
cKay.  McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand.  Alfred  Marehall,  T.  F. 
Mamhall,  Mathews,  Mattocks.  Medlll^  MeriweifaNsr,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morris,  Newnard,  Oliver,  Parmenter,  Par- 
tridge, Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Ramsey,  Ravoer,  Reding, 
Rencher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Roeers,  Roosevelt,  William  RusseU, 
Banford,  Saunders,  Bewell,  Bhaw,  Shepperd,  Shieldi,  Stade, 
Truman  Smiiii,  Snyder,  Bfirigg,  Btanly,  Bieenrod,  JolmT. 
Biuart,  Bummers,  Bumter,  Bweney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Ja- 
cob Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Tripleit,  Troui,  Van  Buren, 
Wallace,  Waxd,  Washington,  Weller,  Weslbrook,  Wiae»  and 
Wood— 13S. 

The  SPEAKER  annoaneed  the  question  to  be 
Qpon  the  engrossment  6f  the  bill;  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

The  CHAIR.  When  shall  the  bill  have  iia 
third  reading? 

Many  members.    **Now." 

Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  and  objected,  npon  the 
ground  that  the  bill  was  not  yet  engrossed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  bill  mnst^  OTer 
until  to  morrow,  unless  by  nnanilLoos  consent. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  ibai  the  hill  be  read 
again  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  4he  bill  not  being  en* 
grossed,  that  could  not  be  done  but  by  general 
consent. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  that  it  could  be  dole  by  or- 
der of  the  House. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moTcd  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  what  would  be  the  elTeet 
if  the  l>ill  should  be  brought  in  engrossed  in  an 
hoor*s  time?  Could  it  not  be  read  the  third  time 
then?  It  was  useless  for  gentlemen  to  persist  in 
this  kind  of  opposition,  where  there  was  so  large  a 
majority  in  favor  of  the  repeal.    It  would  he  better 
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to' lei  the  bill  be  read  the  third  time  now,  aad  passed, 
aad  be  done  with  it. 

Hie  question  was  then  put  on  the  sospeosion  of 
the  rules — and  decided  in  the  aflkmative,  ayes  143, 
noes  98. 

Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  being  ordered, 

ft  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed — ^yeas  140, 
nays  71,  as  follows: 

YEAB— BfeMTt.  Laodaff  W.  ADdrewi,  Arriogton,  Atherum, 
Bftrton,  Baaioo,  BkUack,  Blrdieye,  Black,  Boardman,  Bocta, 
Bowoe,  Boyd,  Bpawstar,  Broaaoo,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  fiuike, 
W.  Butlen  W.  O.  BuUen  Green  W.  Caldwell,  P.  C.  Caldwell, 
WinkuD  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Campbell,  Carntherfl,  Cary, 


lev,  ClnpniaD,  Cliffbcd,  Clinton,  Colea,Coweo,  DanieLGar- 
iMt  Davie,  Kichaid  D.  Davie,  Dean,  Debeny,  Doan,  Doicb 


Eaatman,  John  C. 

G.  Floyd,  Chartee  A.  Floyd,  Pornanoe,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer, 
GORiot  FUrioic  O.  Goode,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gra* 
liain,  Graea,  Guaiine,  Haxna,  llaailogi^  Hays,  Bolmea,  Hop- 
kins, noock,  Honaton,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Charles  J. 
Inflpsraoli,  Jack,  Cava  Johnson,  Keim,   Andrew    Kennedy, 
Lewb,  Ualefleld,  Lowell,  Abraham  MeCMIan,  Robert  Mo 
Ctellao,- McKay,  McKennao,  McKeoiu  Mallory,  Biarchaod, 
Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Mathews,  Mattocks, 
M«diU,  Hitchelli  Morris.  Newhaid.  Oliver,  Osborne,  Owsley, 
Banaonier,  Putridfo,  FickaDs,  Plnroer,  Pope,  ProffltJIUm- 
iS7,IUyQenR«ad.  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rheit,  Riggs, 
RoosevelL  Banforo,  Sewell,  Bhaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  8Uuie, 
Tk-amaa  flmkh.  Snyder,  Bprigg.  Btanly,  Bteenrod,  Bcokeiy, 
Atexttoder  H.  u.  fStuarc,  Joon  T.  Btnart,  Bun^raers.  Sumter, 
0wen«T,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson.  Jacob  Thompson, 
TilliDgfiaBC,  Tdplett,  Trotti,  Trnmbull,  Underwood,  Van  Buren, 
Ward,  WMhingtoo,  Wauerson,  Waller,  Westbrook,  Wise, 
Woffil,  and  Aogustus  Xoung— 140. 


Adams.  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
DOld,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bernard.  Borden.  Briggs,  Milton 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Calooun,  Cbilas^  John  C. 
CJark*  Staley  N.  Clarke.  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cashing,  John 
Kd  wards,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Granger,  Henr^,  How- 
ard, Hant,  Joseph  R.  IngeraoU,  James  Irvin,  William  W. 
Irwin,  Janaes,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P. 
Keenedjr,  Kiii((,  Lane,  Linn,  Samson  Mason,  Matbiot,  Maxwell, 
Maynara,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Pearce,  Pen- 
dleu»n,  PdfwelL  Beiuamln  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rod- 
Mty.  WiUiam  RasMll,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltunstall,  Btratton, 
Richard  W.  Thombson,  Tolaod,  Tomlinson,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallaoe,  Warren,  Edward  D.  While,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thos. 
W.  WUliams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Wlatluop,  Yorke,  and  John  Young— 71. 

'    So  tb«  bill  was  passed  in  the  following  form: 

AM  ACT  to  repeal  the  Bankrupt  Act 
Be  it  euacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Repreeeniativea 
efthe  United  States  of  America  in  Cengrese  aesembUd, 
That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of 
bankrnpcey  throvghout  the  United  States,"  approved  19tb 
Augval,  ISill,  be,  and  the  same  la  hereby,  repealed:  Provided^ 
That  tms  act  shall  not  affect  any  case  or  proce^ng  in  bank- 
raptcy  commenoed  befoie  the  passsfeof  this  art,  or  any  pains, 
pebaliioe,  or  forfeitures  incnrred  unoer  the  said  act;  but  every 
each  proceeding  may  be  continued  to  its  final  consumniatwn,  in 
like  manner  as  if  this  aa  bad  not  been  passed. 

[Mr.  M.  A.  CooFKR  desired  to  move  to  be  ez- 
CDsed  from  voting,  but  the  Speaker  decided  that 
the  motion  came  too  late,  as  the  first  two .  names 
on  the  loH  had  already  been  called] 

Mr.  Mark  A.  Cocpsa  asked  to  be  ezcnsed  from 
roting  on  the  bill  for  the  following  reasons: 

He  is  desirons  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law,  as  a  true  representative  of  his  constitu* 
ents*  opinions,  as  well  as  of  his  o\^d. 

The  friends  of  this  bill  have  incorporated  into 
it  a  proviso,  which  sanctions  all  the  principles  of 
the  bankrupt  law;  principles  which  he  thinks  nn« 
consfitntional  andQnjnst,as  well  as  immoral  in  their 
effects,  and  onght  not  to  receive  his  support.  He 
cannot,  therefore,  vote  for  the  bill.  It  it  were  a 
mere  qntstion  of  time,  he  conld  vote;  bnt  that  is  not 
the  case. 

Agaii:  being  in  favor  of  the  repeal,  he  cannot 
vote  against  the  bill;  a  part  of  which  proposes  a 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act;  because  that  would  be 
to  sanction  the  existence  and  operatiolTpf  the  act 
for  an  indefinite  period. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  *into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (lir. 
Hopkins  of  Virginia  in|ihe  chair.) 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  House  bill  No.  645,  being  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  army,  dko. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Clerk  read 
the  bill  throogfa  all  its  sections.  It  was  then  read 
section  bj  section  for  amendment,  and  the  House 
several  without  objection.  When  the  item 
under  consideration  which  appropriates 
|90,000  for  arsenals- 
Mr.  DBBBRRY  moved  to  stiike  out  f90,000, 
and  inetrt  |110,000,  with  the  specific  diteciion 
that  190,000  of  that  sum  should  be  appropriated 
for  the  oompleiion  of  the  arsenal  at  Fajetieville, 
Ifortli  OtroliB^    Be  went  into  some  statements  to 


show  the  importance  of  that  arsenal,  and  the  action 
which  bad  been  had  in  relation  thereto  by  the 
Lf  gislature  of  North  Carolina;  whence  instructions 
had  been  received  by  the  Senators  for  that  State, 
and  a  request  by  its  members  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  they  would  give  their  aid  in 
procuring  the  neeeseary  appropriations  for  the 
completion  of  that  work.  It  had  been  going  on 
for  several  years,  but  the  appropriation  hitherto 
had  been  too  small  to  enable  the  Government  to 
complete  it;  and  he  now  moved  his  amendment 
in  conformity  with  thp  wishes  of  his  State  Legis- 
lature and  of  his  immediate  constituents,  amongst 
whom  this  arsenal  was  situated. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  if  the  arsenal  was  in 
the  coarse  of  construction,  it  was  provided  for  by 
the  present  appropriation,  for  the  department  ask- 
ed for  sums  sufficient  to  carry  on  all  works  that 
were  deemed  essential;  and  if  this  work  was  not 
embraced  in  the  detailed  statement  from  the  depart- 
ment, he  supposed  it  was  not  deemed  necessary. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  there  wonld  be  no  par- 
ticular designation  of  arsenals  in  this  bill.  The 
Commttlee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  recommended 
all  the  appropriatiops  asked  for  by  the  department; 
and  he  trusted,  in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of 
the  treasury,  they  should  not  go  beyond  the  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  if  the  chairman  .of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  examine  the  de- 
tailed estimates,  he  would  find  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  expend  any  portion  of  this  money  on  the 
arsenal  in  question;  the  amendment  of  his  col- 
leai^ue  was,  therefore,  a  proper  one.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bad 
said  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  specify  any  particu- 
lar works;  but  if  that  gentleman  would  look  at 
previous  acts  of  Congress,  he  would  find  that  it 
had  been  frequently  done;  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  done  in  this  case,  as  the 
works  had  been  begun,  and  no  appropriation  was 
proposed  for  their  completion. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act 
had  been  passed. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  obtained  the  floor  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reconsideration,  and  then  moved  an  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  requested  the  gentleman  f^om 
Massachusetts  to  withdraw  that  motion,  that  the 
House  might  receive  some  Executive  communica- 
tions which  were  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  CUSHING  consented  to  do  so,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  he  retained  the  floor  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reconsideration  when  it  should  come  up. 

The  SPEAKER  then  presented  various  Execu- 
tive communications,  mainly  consisting  of  informa- 
tion called  for  by  resolutions  of  the  House.  One 
was  a  report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Another  was  a  com- 
munication from  the  War  Department,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  97ih  ultimo,  requiring  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  all  the  expenditures  from  the 
Chickasaw  fund.  Another  was  a  communication 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  calling  for  certified  copies 
of  all  papers  on  file  relating  to  the  arrest  and  trial 
of  Louallier  by  a  court-martial,  by  direction  of 
deneral  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1815. 

Mr.  KINO  of  Georgia  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Baltimore,  praying  for  the  estab 
lisbment  of  a  steamboat  communication  between 
that  pert  and  Chagres,  South  America;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  heretofore  appoint- 
ed on  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNBY,  the  House  atl- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE. 
WxDvisDAT,  January  18, 1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  fro  t€m.  laid  before  *e  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Depaitment, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  acts  of  Con* 
gress  of  1808  and  1809,  statements  of  all  the  con- 
tracts made  by  the  bureaus  under  the  direction  of 
that  department,  in  the  year  1849;  which,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


I 


Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  memorial  sign- 
ed by  J.  Bagby,  praying  that  the '  bankrupt  law 
may  be  so  modified  as  to  give  mechanics  a  lien  on 
work  exeCQted.  by  tbem;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  petition  from 
William  Morrow,  praying  remuneration  in  conse- 
quence of  vid^tions  by  United  States  agents  of  4 
contract  for  executing  certain  works  at  Sie  United 
States  arsenal  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  the  southern  part  of  Missouri,  praying  for  the 
removal  of  the  land  office  from  Jackson  to  Fred- 
ericktown.  in  that  State:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Puolic  K^nds. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the  public  do- 
main towards  completing  works  of  internal  im- 
provement in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands  was  dischsrged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Downing,  for  reimbursement  of  money  paid  by  him 
for  clerk-hire  in  his  office  as  register  of  a  land  of- 
fice; and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  back,  with  amend* 
men  Is,  the  bill  for  repaving  and  repairing  a  portion 
of  Pennsvlvania  avenue. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  made 
a  report  (which  was  concurred  in)  in  favor  of 
printing  the  communication  from  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  cloth  cases,  in 
which  frauds  were  attempted  on  the  revenue. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  stated  that,  as  the  subject  of 
resolutions  was  now  before  the  Senate,  he  felt 
obliged  to  make  a  remark  as  to  one  introduced  at 
the  last  session  by  bis  former  colleague. 

Mr.  W.  rei^reUed  that  the  resolution  had  not 
yet  been  answered.  Some  of  the  information  de- 
sired in  it  relatei  to  the  persons  and  matters  con- 
nected with  the  cloth  cases,  on  which  a  report  had 
just  been  ordered  to  be  printed.  Other  reports, 
containing  letters  and  documente  on  this  topic,  and 
the  conduct  of  those  concerned  in  it,  had  been 
printed  by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  and  dis- 
tributed widely  abroad  as  well  as  in  this  country. 

It  was  due  to  all  concerned  that  the  answer  to 
the  call  made  in  the  resolution  of  my  late  colleague, 
should  go  to  the  world  with  the  other  papers  bear- 
ing on  this  question.  It  was  supposed  to  be  calcu-> 
lated  to  throw  much  light  on  the  whole  subject. 

The  answer  may  have  been  delayed  or  omitted 
by  accident.  If  so,  this  notice  would  revive  at- 
tention to  it  in  the  proper  quarter,  and,  would 
save  the  introduction  of  any  other  resolution  ask- 
ing for  the  reasons  which  had  prevented  a  reply 
hitherto. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre.  tm.  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment, transmiting  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  further  information  received  at  that 
department  concerning  the  operations  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BATES,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  transmiting,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  act  of  Congress  of  1804,  a  repon 
of  the  names,  dates  of  appointment,  and  pay  of 
all  persons  employed  in  the  Indian  Department; 
which  was  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  referred  back,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Baron  De  Kalb. 

THE  RED  LINES  AGAIN. 

Bftr.  BENTON  (after  some  prefatory  remarki,  to 
the  efifect  that  he  had  waited  for  some  days  till  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  who  had  been  absent,  re- 
ituned  his  seat,  for  an  «pportinity  to  neall  that 


170 


GONORESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Senator '«  attention  to  the  error  in  his  printed  speech 
on  the  sabject  of  the  treaty,  yet  nneorreoted,)  said, 
yesterday  be  was  about  to  do  so,  when  the  m<irning 
hoar  expired;  and  he  postponed  the  sabject  on  that 
aecoant  till  now.  The  error  of  which  he  com* 
plained  was  in  these  words  of  the  Senator's  printed 
speech: 

*The  ienator  who  produced  it[Ui«  map]  coQld  tae  nothing 
but  the  microecopic  aotted  line  running  off  in  a  northeaoteily 
direeiion;  but  the  moment  other  ejfes  were  applied  to  it,  there 
•WM  found,  in  bold  relief,  a  etrong  red  line,  indicating  the  limits 
of  the  United  0tates  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  coin- 
ciding minutely  and  exactly  with  the  bouoijiiry  traced  on  the 
map  of  Mr.  Sparks.'* 

This  error  was  not  only  printed  in  the  Senator^ 
speech,  bat  reprinted  in  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Sooth  Carolina;  and  arguments  were  based 
upon  it,  as  if  it  was  a  matter  of  fact.  His  object 
now  was,  to  appeal  to  the  Chair  for  its  decision  as 
to  the  facts  cf  this  statement.  I  ask  you,  Mr. 
President,  (continued  Mr.  Bjenton,)  whether  the 
extract  I  have  just  read  is  correct  or  not,  and 
whether  I  was  not  the  first  to  proclaim  the  "strong 
red  line,"  before  "other  eyes"  were  required  to 
point  it  out? 

The  CHAIR  made  some  remarks  not  distinctly 
heard,  bat  it  was  understood  to  import  an  impres- 
sion that  it  could  hardly  be  in  order  to  make  any 
statement,  unless  required  by  the  Senate  in  regular 
debate. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  press  an  interrogatory  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  BARROW  remarked  that  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  state  his  recollection  of  facts  which 
were  personal  to  Senators,  and  about  which  there 
was  a  controversy  between  two  Senators.  It  was 
deeply  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  any  such 
misunderstanding  between  Senators  as  to  matters 
of  fact.  This  subject  had  been  before  the  Senate 
twice,  and,  as  he  conceived,  improperly,  and  it 
was  now  before  it  again,  which  rendered  it 
more  so.  It  was  more  than  probable  that,  if 
the  discussion  went  on  to-day,  it  would  devolve 
on  the  Chair  to  put  an  end  to  it;  he  would  there- 
fore be  placed  in  an  awkward  predicament,  if  he 
should  be  compelled  to  put  an  end  to  a  contro- 
versy in  which,  upon  the  call  of  a  Senator,  he  had 
become,  on  its  very  threshold,  a  witness.  He 
merely  threw  out  the  suggestion,  of  which  he  hoped 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bbmtom] 
would  perceive  the  propriety.  If  the  memory 
of  the  presiding  officer  was  fresh  and  fixed  as  re- 
garded facts  of  a  public  character,  there  would  be 
no  impropriety  in  Senators  calling  upon  him  for 
his  recollection  of  them;  but  there  was  certainly 
an  impropriety  in  pursuing  such  a  course  in  this 
ease,  (when  his  memory  of  the  transaction  most 
be  imperfect,)  which  was  more  of  a  personal  than 
a  pablic  nature.  The  Senator  from  Missouri 
had  a  right  to  call  upon  any  Senator  to  give  to  the 
Senate  his  recollection  of  the  facts;  but  not  apon 
the  Chair.  He  therefore  suggested  to  him,  whe- 
ther hi9  own  good  sense  did  not  perceive  there  was 
an  impropriety,  under  the  circumstances,  in  calling 
upon  the  presiding  officer  to  become  a  witness. 
There  were  Senators  who  had  a  recollection  of 
this  transaction,  as  well  as  the  presiding  officer; 
their  memory  was  as  perfect  as  his:  he  suggested, 
then,  whether,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  should  press  this  point. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that,  if  it  was  the  sense 
of  the  Senate,  he  would  stale  his  recollection  of  the 
transaction.  His  memory  was  not  as  full  and  exact 
as  he  could  desire;  but,  having  been  called  upon 
most  uneipectedly,  and  having  held  no  conversa- 
tions upon  the  subject,  within  his  recollection,  he 
felt  some  delicacy  in  making  any  statement 

Mr.  BEMTON  was  understood  to  remark  that 
there  could  be  no  want  of  delicacy  in  the  presiding 
officer,  before  whom  the  transaction  occurred,  sta- 
ting his  recollection*of  the  fact. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  was  taken  by  surprise,  but 
he  w«uld  put  it  to  the  sense  of  the  Senate  whether 
he  might  be  permitted  to  make  a  statement.  The 
question  was  then  pat  to  the  Senate,  and  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  called  upon  the  Senator 
from  lifwiiriana  [Mr.  Bakrow]  to  state  to  the  Sea- 


ate  his  recollection  of  the  transaction  in  contro- 
▼ersy. 

Mr.  BARROW  then  rose,  and  said  that,  if  he 
had  any  distinct  recollection  of  the  transaction,  he 
would  tell  it  to  the  Senate;  but,  since  the  matter 
was  first  introduced,  he  had  endeavored,  for  the 
last  two  days,  to  refresh  his  memory,  with  a  desire 
to  put  (he  matter,  so  far  as  he  could,  on  a  proper 
footing.  But  his  recollection  was  so  indistinct,  that 
he  would  not  undertake  to  state  anything  positive. 
He  took  very  little  interest  in  the  discussion  which 
sprung  up  when  the  map  was  presented  by  the 
Senator  irom  Missouri.    He  felt  very  little  interest 
as  regarded  these  lines,  and  never  perused  the 
map   when   in    the   possession    of    the   Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Benton;]  nor   afterwards, 
when    it  was   sent  to  the  seat  ot  the   Senator 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rives,]  did  he  attend  there, 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  as  others  did.    He 
would  state  the  impression   made  on  his   mind 
on  that  day;  premising  that  be  did  not  pretend  to 
know  anything  with  certainty  in  reference  to  the 
matter  in  dispute,  as  to  these  lines,  at  that  time. 
Occupying  a  seat  there  [pointing  to  the  seal]  when 
the  debate  sprung  up,  he  paid  no  particular  atten- 
tion to  what  was  said  by  any  Senator,  for  he  felt 
that  it  was  of  more  importance  that  the  discnssion 
should  be  interrupted.   Having  made  up  his  own 
mind  how  he  should  give  his  vote,  he  did  not  feel 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  listen.    His  attention  was 
not  therefore  attracted  to  the  debate,  until  struck 
with  the  solemn  manner  in  which  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  had  introduced  the  map.    This  was  his 
impression — whether   on   sufficient  grounds,    or 
not,  he  would  not  undertake  to  say.    The  map 
was  introduced   by  the   Senator  from  Missouri. 
What   he   said    when    he   called    the   attention 
of  the   Senate  to   it,  and  the  lines  upon  it,  he 
dill  not  remember.     When  the  map  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  seat  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
there  was  a  collection  of  about  a  dozen  Senators 
around  it.    He  never  pretended  at  all  to  go  there. 
He  had  no  curiosity  about  it.    But  the  impression 
made  on  his  mind  was,  that  the  map  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  frem  Missouri,  to  rebut  or 
destroy  the  efi*ect  (as  he  understood  it)  of  the  map 
of  Mr.  Sparks;  but  that  it  did  not  sjstain  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Missouri  in  his  position  before 
the  examination  of  the  map  took  place  at  the  seat 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia.    That  seemed  to  be 
the  impression  made  on  the  Senate;  but  whether  it 
was  well'grounded  or  not,  he  would  not  undertake 
to  say.    He  repeated,  that  he  paid  no  particular 
attention  to  what  took  place  when  the  map  was 
introduced.     The  Senator   from  Missouri  intro- 
duced the  map,  he  had  no  doubt,  for  the  purpose 
that  he  bad  stated;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  also,  that 
he  made  the  remarks  he  said  he  did  make  when  he 
introduced  it.    He  entertained  no  doubt  on  his 
part  at  all;  but  he  must  say  that  his  recollection 
was  not  sufficiently  accurate  to  testify  to  the  facts 
as  they  occurred. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  it  wais  an  issue  of 
fact;  and,  that  there  could  be  no  mistake,  be  would 
read  the  passage  of  the  Senator's  printed  speech 
over  again: 

"The  Senator  who  produced  it  [the  mtp)  eouid  om  nothing 
hut  the  mieroeeopie  dotted  line  rnonfng  on  in  a  northeasterly 
direction;  but  the  moment  other  eyee  were  applied  to  it,  there 
wae  found,  in  bold  relief,  a  etrong  red  line  indicating  the  limits 
of  the  United  StatcAi,  according  to  the  tieaty  of  peace,  and  coin- 
ciding minutely  and  exactly  wiih  the  bonndary  traced  on  the 
map  of  Mr.  Bparke." 

Here  a  thing  was  stated  as  a  fact,  which  he  (Mr. 
B.)  denied  in  every  particular.  And,  in  contra- 
vention  of  what  is  therein  stated,  he  asserted  that 
he  ad  see  umMng  besides  the  '^microscopic  dot- 
ted line;"  that  he  not  only  saw  the  "strong  red 
line,"  but  that  he  was  the  first  to  proclaim  it,  to 
show  that  Mr.  Sparks's  discovery  was  no  secret  at 
all.  He  would  now  ask  his  colleague  [Mr.  Limn] 
for  his  recollection  of  what  occurred. 

Mr.  LINN  stated  that  when  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  introduced  Mr.  Sparks's  map,  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  was,  that  there  was  more  impor- 
tance attached  to  it  than  it  merited.  Indeed,  he 
thought  it  of  so  little  consequence,  that  he  could  rec- 
ollect he  so  expressed  himself  to  the  Senator  from 
Tennsylvania  next  to  him  [Mr.  Bvcbavan]  at  the 
time;  and  observed  to  him  that  the  map  ought  not 


to  have  been  introduced  in  the  debate,  as  theqiei.. 
tion  would  not  turn  on  that  point  then;  for  it  hid 
been  settled  by  oar  forefathers,  that  the  boniulK* 
claimed  by  Maine  was  the  one  intended;  bntif «« 
were  going  to  make  a  sacrifice  for  the  saiuof 
peace,  we  ought  to  do  it  frankly.  While  he  (Hr. 
L.)  was  conversing  on  this  point  with  the  Setttol 
from  Pennsylvania,  his  colleague  [Mr.  Bxsm] 
raised  bis  voice  and  cried  out,  '*Here  are  the 
bloody  lines'-'the  red  lines;"  and  he  went  ontoie. 
mark  that  it  was  no  secret  at  all,  because  it  wu  ji 
Mr.  JefiTerson's  colleciioff  of  maps  aod  boob, 
and  had  been  for  years  open  to  the  inspee* 
tion  of  every  one  in  the  Library  of  Cofigna. 
And  what  brought  it  more  distinctly  to  his  reeol* 
lection,  was  his  colteague*s  remark — that  it  cstte 
from  the  collection  of  one  distinguished  for  his  em 
in  collecting  and  keeping  everything  that  wai  of 
interest  to  bis  country— Mr.  Jefferson.  He(B6. 
L.)  hsd  discharged  his  mind  of  all  impretiioM 
about  (he  introduction  of  Mr.  Sparks*!  map,  Ik* 
cause  he  never  attached  any  importance  to  the  loit 
of  evidence  it  could  furnish;  nor,  indeed,  to  the 
point  made  upou  it.  And  with  regard  to  the  object 
for  which  his  coUeagne  introduced  Mr.  Jeffenon^ 
map,  his  impression  was,  that  it  was  to  prove  then 
was  no  secret;  but  beyond  that  object,  he  did  not 
.recollect  any  other,  unless  it  was  to  prove  that  there 
should  be  no  importance  whatever  attached  to  Mr. 
Sparks's  map.  His  impression  was,  indeed,  that 
his  colleague  had  no  other  object  in  view,  whea  he 
brought  fornf ard  his  map.  He  Wished  to  show  dnt 
we  had,  for  years,  had  just  such  a  map  in  oar  on 
archives,  open  to  public  inspection. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  be  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
matter  would  be  allowed  to  stop  here.  He  vai 
convinced  there  had  been  nothing Jbnt  a  diversity 
of  sentiment,  reflecting  in  no  degree  on  either  8eB- 
ator;  and  he  could  see  no  reason,  therefore,  for  m 
much  sensitiveness  on  the  part  of  the  Senatorfrom 
Missouri.  He  hoped  that,  in  this  view  of  the  mat** 
ter,  which  he  believed  was  eoncaired  in  by  Seat* 
tors  on  all  sides,  the  subject  would  be  allowed  to 
drop.  It  was  rare,  indeed,  that  all  the  nuDaie 
transactions  of  but  a  few  weeks  gone  by,  were  re> 
tained  distinctly  in  the  recollection  of  gentlenea. 
This  was  his  own  case  in  the  present  instance.  He 
had  not  the  smallest  recollection  of  the  particolan 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  or  he  would  have  inter* 
posed  and  endeavored  to  terminate  the  controveiqr. 
As  it  evidently  appeared  to  be  a  mere  differeooeof 
impression  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  Senaton, 
he  hoped  the  question  would  be  allowed  to  test, 
without  any  further  debate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  as  allusion  had  been  made 
to  him,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  state  what  his  re^ 
ollection  was  of  the  facts,  as  far  as  he  himself  vu 
concerned.  His  •impression  at  the  time  was,  that 
the  map  from  the  library  was  produced  by  the  See* 
ator  from  Missouri  for  the  parpose  of  rebutting 
and  invalidating  the  one  in  the  possession  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.'  His  impression  vU| 
further,  that  when  the  map  was  being  unfolded  bf 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  his  eye  caught  the 
dotud  line,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
it,  as  being  the  tru& boundary  line,  and  as  differiof 
from  the  line  described  in  Blr.  Sparks's  map,  ioas* 
much  as  it  ran  in  a  more  northerly  direction.  Thii 
was  his  impression,  though  he  might  have  beea  ia 
error.  He  'had  himself  supposed  that  the  led 
marks  delineated  the  boundaries  of  counties,  or 
of  States;  but  be  found  afterwards  that  this  soppo* 
sition  was  wrong.  And  the  genera]  impressioa 
resting  upon  his  mind  was,  that  the  map  produced 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  did  not  sustain  htm 
in  what  he  (Mr.  Cilhouv)  believed  to  be  his  ob- 
ject, viz:  in  rebutting  the  other  map. 

These  were  the  impressions  he  entertained  at 
the  time,  and  they  bad  not  been  changed  since.  He 
would  take  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  he  hoped 
another  debate  in  secret  session  would  never  be 
published.  He  thought  the  precedent  wasgoing  to 
be  highly  pernicious;  it  woald  probably  operate  ai 
a  restriction  upon  the  liberty  of  del>att.  He  had 
written  out  his  own  speech  reluctantly,  and  oily 
with  a  view,  as  other  speeches -were  being  pabliih* 
ed,  of  putting  himself  right;  and  in  writing  that 
speech,  he  had  taken  the  general  ran  of  the  faei^ 
withont  eateriDf  into  the  ornate  details,  which,  in 
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a  case  like  that,  coald  bare  bat  little  inflnence  up- 
on the  public  mind. 

Mr.  BBNTON  reiterated  that,  in  the  presence 
of  forijr-eight  Senators,  (mest  of  whom  were  pres- 
ent on  the  occasion,)  he  was  the  first  himself  to 
proclaim  the  red  line.'  He  not  only  could  see 
them,  contrary  to  the  words  he  had  quoted;  but  he 
did  not,  as  they  assert,  leave  it  to  *'other  eyes'*  to 
be  applied  to  the  map  to  discoTcr  them.  He  pro- 
claimed thtm  alotid  from  his  seat.  This  was  the 
issue  of  fact.  And  on  it  he  appealed  to  the  Sen- 
ators around  him  for  their  recollections. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  observed  that,  ac- 
cording to  his  lecoflectioD,  when  (he  Senator  from 
Missouri  heaid  of  Sparks*^  map,  he  raised  the  map 
in  his  own  hands,  and  exclaimed,  "here  are  the 
bloody  led  lines."  The  words  were  so  remarkable, 
that  they  made  a  strong  impression  on  his  mind. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  if  he  had  any  recollection 
of  allusion  being  made  to  the  '*secrei1*' 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  bis  recollection  was 
rather  indistinct  about  that;  but  still  his  impression 
was,  that  it  must  have  been  to  show  there  was  no 
secret  about  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  this  was  (to  say  the 
least  of  it)  a  very  trodblesome  dispute,  growing  out 
of  a  deeply  exciting  discussion  which  had  Uken 
place  with  closed  doors,  and-  in  consequence  of  the 
additional  circumstance  that  the  matter  had  not 
been  noticed  at  the  time  by  any  reporter.  His  im- 
pression was,  that  there  was  no  real  difference  be- 
tween theJ9enator  from  Virginia  and  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  The  difference  was  barely  as  to 
tbe  form  of  the  question  now  made — the  one 
adhering  to  the  object  for  which  the  map  was 
introduced,  and  the  other  to  the  fact  of  the 
announcement  of  the  broad  red  line  which 
was  visible  to  every  one.  Believing,  then,  that 
there  was  nothing  substantial  involved  in  the  con- 
tfoversy,  he  must  be  permitted  to  express  his  regret 
that  the  matter  should  be  deemed  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  occupy  tbe  attention  of  the  Senate. 

He  bad  hitherto  remained  quiet,  and  volunteered 
no  opinion  nor  expression  of  his  impressions  upon 
the  subject;  but,  being  now  particularly  called 
upon,  be  could  state  very  readily  what  those  im- 
pressions were;  and  he  did  so  with  a  perfect  con- 
viction that  the  statement  could  not  reflc^pt  in  the 
least  degree  on  any  member  of  that  body,  in  one 
way  or  tbe  ether.  His  attention  was  attracted  to 
the  fact  of  the  introduction  of  the  map  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Yiiginia,  by  the  solemnity  with  which  it 
was  introduced;  the  Senator  evidently  regarding  it 
as  a  matter  of  peculiar  importance,  and  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  very  pointedly  to  the  map. 

While  this  part  of  tbe  divcussion  was  going  on, 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  (according  to  his  recol- 
lection of  the  case)  obtained  an  old  atlas,  and 
spreading  open  a  map,  exclaimed,  **here  is  the  red 
line.'^  As  to  the  motive  with  which  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  introduced  the  atlas,  his  recollection 
was  not  very  distinct;  but  the  circumstance  of  the 
red  line  having  been  pointed  out  by  him  he  (Mr. 
A.)  particularly  remembered,  in  consequence  ot 
the  manner  in  which  ihe  Senator  had  called  atten- 
tion to  it,  being  devoid  of  that  deference*  or  courte- 
sj  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  conceived  was  due  to  the 
gentleman  who  had  possession  of  the  floor.  As  to 
tbe  fact  of  the  announcement  of  the  red  line,  he, 
reeoUeeted  distinctly  that  the  Senator  from  Missou- 
ri nuide  use  of  the  word  **bloody.>*  He  might  not 
perhaps  have  recollected  the  circumstance,  but  for 
the  phrase  made  use  of  by  tbe  Senator;  which,  of 
iteetf,  was  calculated  to  make  an  impression  upon 
the  memory.  He  repeated,  that  he  did  not  con* 
eejve  that  this  statement  could  affect  eitherSenator, 
one  way  or  the  other;  for  he  did  not  conceive  that 
there  was  any  essential  difference  between  the  Sen- 
ators—the one  contending  as  to  the  object  for 
which  the  map  was  produced,  and  the  failure  of 
that  obfect;  and  the  other  as  to  the  announcement 
of  tbe  broad  red  line. 

Mr.  RIVES  begged  leave  to  say  that  he  did  not 
think  it  at  all  necessary  to  enter  into  the  discus- 
sion of  the  matter  with  any  spirit  of  controversy, 
bat 

The  CHAIR  here  interrupted  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  with  a  request  that  he  might  he  permitted 
to  explain  the  preceding  remarks  he  had  made. 


The  Chair  then  stated  that  his  recollection  was  re- 
freshed by  the  remarks  which  bad  fallen  from  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allkn.I  They  reminded 
him  tliat  he  had  held  a  conversation  with  him,  and 
in  which  conversation  that  Senator  accorded  with 
his  recollection,  that  there  was  no  substantial  differ- 
ence between  the  two  Senators.  The  Chair  supers 
added  the  remark,  that  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
Senate,  he  would  add  that  no  issue  was  made 
up  on  the  fact  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
BxiTToii]  having  announced  the  red  lines.  That, 
en  a  previous  occasion,  tbe  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  RiTBs]  had  remarked  that  he  could  not  have 
fallen  into  the  absurdity  of  imputing  the  design 
to  the  Senator  froai  Missouri,  of  an  intended  sup- 
pression of  the  red  line,  with  the  view  to  impose 
upon  the  Senate  or  the  country.  That  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Chair  was,  that  the  red  line  was 
announced;  but  the  ground  of  his  supposition,  that 
there  was  no  substantial  difference  between 
the  Senators,  was,  that  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  complained  of,  were  not  literal  and 
exact,  but  only  figurative.  -They  had  been  so  re- 
garded by  the  Chair.  And  if  the  Chair  might  use 
the  expression,  he  had  understood  the  expression  of 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  to  mean,  that  the  mind's 
eye  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was  so  engrossed 
with  the  microscopic  dotted  line,  that  he  gave  none, 
or  scarcely  any,  consideration  to  the  plain  or  palpa- 
ble red  line:  and  that  his  opinion  on  this  point  was 
much  fortified  by  the  statement  made  by  tbe  Sen- 
ator (torn  Virginia  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  he 
could  not,  or  did  not,  design  the  absurdity  of  at- 
tempting to  produce  the  impression,  either  upon 
the  Senate  or  tbe  public  mind,  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  attempted  to  exhibit  the  dotted  line, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  suppress  or  conceal  the  ex- 
Btence  of  the  red  line,  which  was  bold  and  strong- 
y  marked  on  the  same  map. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  desired  to  say  a  word  or 
two,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  matter  in  its 
true  attitude  before  the  public,  though  he  doubted 
whether  the  public  were  disposed  to  take  any  in- 
terest in  the  matter  at  all.  He  concurred  entirely 
in  the  very  candid  and  sober  view  of  the  matter 
which  had  been  presented  by  the  Chair,  and  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  with  regard  to  the  red  line 
and  the  dotted  line.  The  whole  difference  be- 
tween the  Senator  from  Missouri  and  himself,  re- 
duced itself  to  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  as  had 
been  very  justly  renurked.  He  would  state,  most 
distinctly,  that  bis  own  impression  in  regard  to  the 
expressions  used  by  the  Senator  fVom  Missouri, 
was,  that  the  Senator  had  not  referred  to  the  red 
lines  at  all;  though  it  was  possible  that  the  words 
might  have  been  spoken,  without  having  reached 
his  ears,  as  there  was  some  confusion  at  the  time, 
and  as  he  (Mr.  Rivxs)  was  then  speaking.  At  all 
event,  the  circumstance,  if  it  so  occurred,  had 
made  no  impression  upon  his  mind;  -and  he  had 
consequently  no  recollection  of  it.  What  he  desired 
to  say  was  (what  had  been  so  happily  expressed  by  the 
Chair,)  that  it  was  the  mind's  eye  by  which  the  red 
line  was  disregarded;  the  red  line  might  have  been 
seen,  but,  if  seen,  not  recognised  as  the  true 
boundary;  but  the  microscopic  dotted  line  was  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senator  as  being  tbe  true  bound- 
ary. And  he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by 
referring  to  the  printed  speech  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri;  in  which  he  insisted;  in  three  distinct 
places,  upon  the  dotted  line  as  being  the  true  bound- 
ary; and,  according  te  the  recollection  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  made  the  remark,  that  any  little  school 
miss  might  have  drawn  the  red  line. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  seemed  disposed  to 
leave  entirely  in  the  dark  the  object  for  which  be 
had  introduced  the  map,  and  confined  himself  to 
the  expression  (which,  undoubtedly,  was  intended  to 
be  understood  as  a  figurative  expression)  that 
the  broad  red  line  could  not  be  seen  until  other 
eyes  were  applied  to  it.  He  had  never  intended 
to  deny  that  the  Senator  announced  the  red  line; 
but  what  he  asserted  was,  that  the  Senator  had  in- 
sisted upon  the  microscopic  dotted  line  as  being 
the  true  boundary.  The  whole  question,  then,  was, 
in  truth,  a  difference  of  impression  or  of  recollec- 
tion as  to  the  object  for  which  the  map  had  been 
tittroduced.    He  (Mr.  R.)  had  honestly  stated  his 


own  impression  as  to  what  that  object  was,  and 
that  he  considered  the  Senator  as  having  failed  to 
accomplish  that  object  and  in  that  opinion  he  be-  ^ 
lieved  he  was  sustained  by  a  very  large  majority 
of  tl)e  Senate.  With  regard  to  the  other  point,  it 
was  a  matter' of  form  merely. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  entirely  satisfied' 
with  the  explanation  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
He  would  now  drop  everything  that  had  passed, 
and  would  merely  read  to  the  Senate  the  last  letter 
which  was  ever  written  by  Dr.  Franklin;  it  was 
written  in  the  year  1790,  and  addressed  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  who  was  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State* 

Copy  tf  the  latt  letter  ioritUn  by  Dr.  FranUin, 

"Friladblphia,  ApiiJ  8, 1790. 

"Sib:  I  received  your  letter  of  tbe  3i«  of  lact  paeL  relatinc 
to  eocroachmeota  made  on  the'eaataro  limita  oftne  Dnilaa 
Btacaa,  by  aeulera  uoder  tbe  Brltlah  GoTernment,  pretaodfaog 
that  ii  ia  tbe  toea<ern,  aod  not  tbe  eeuiem  river  of  tbe  bav  o^ 
Paaaamaquoddy,  which  waa  deaignated  by  the  name  oi  flc 
Croiz,  in  the  treaty  of  peace  with  that  nation,  and  requeadng  of 
me  to  commuDicate  aor  facta  which  my  memory  or  papen 
may  enable  me  to  recollect,  and  which  may  indicate  the  true 
river  which  the  commiaaionera  on  both  aidea  had  in  their  view 
to  eatabliah  aa  the  boundary  between  the  two  oattona. 
'  *^y  our  letter  found  me  under  a  aeverefit  of  my  maladyt  which 
prevented  mv  anawering  ii  aooner.or  attending,  todeed,  to  any 
kind  of  boaipeaa.  I  now  can  aaaore  you  that  lam  perfecily 
clear  in  the  remembrance  ttiat  the  map  we  uaed  in  traciag  tha 
boundary  waa  brought  to  the  treaty  by  the  commiaaionera  nom 
England;  and  that  it  waa  the  aanM  that  waa  publi^ed  by 
Bliichell  above  twenty  yeara  before.  Having  aeop^foftluU 
map  by  me  in  looee  aheeta,  f  aend  you  that  sheet  wfalxch. con- 
tains the  bay  of  Paaaamaquoddy,  where  you  will  see  Uiat  part  of 
the  boundary  traced.  I  remember,  too,  that  in  that  part  of  tha 
boundary  we  relied  much  on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Aaamai  who 
had  been  concerned  in  aome  former  diaputea  concerning  thoaa 
territoriea.  I  thinlE,  therefore,  that  you  may  obtain  atill  Mrther 
light  from  him. 

'That  the  map  we  uaed  waa  Mitchell'a  mapi  Congraaa  ware 
acquainted  at  tbe  time,  by  letter  to  their  Secretary  for  Foreign 
AOaira,  which,  I  auppoae,  may  be  found  upon  their  files. 

**!  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tbe  greateat  eaieem  and  n* 
apect,  air,  your  moat  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

«B.  FRANKUN. 

**To  Tbsmas  JmrpasmoH, 

''Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Btat^.» 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  pnt  an  end  to  Mr. 
Sparks^s  map.  This  letter  shows  that  Mitchells 
map,  and  not  D^Anville's  map,  was  that  Dr.  Frank- 
lin nsed  for  showing  oor  \i\\p\  and  here  is  that 
map,  showing  snr  boundary  along  the  monntain 
ridge  by  Gtnebee  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  going  * 
to  the  northwest  corner  of  Nov^a  Scotia*  within  a 
qaarter  of  aa  inch  of  the  river  on  this  map— within 
ten  or  fifteen  miles  of  it,  in  fact.  This  shows  that 
Mr.  Sparks's  discovery  in  Paris  is  not  th^casnre 
of  our  title  to  the  Northeastern  boundary. 

Here  the  subject  dropped.    . 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  order  of  the  day  to  be 
the  unfinished  debate  on  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  for 
the  settlement  and  occupation  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  address- 
ed the  Senate  for  neatly  two  hours.  The  two  main 
topics  upon  which  he  dwelt,  were :  first,  the  qnes- 
tion  of  the  proposed  grant  of  lands  to  settlers,  ap 
an  infraction  of  the  convention  between  this  conn* 
try  and  Qreat  Britain,  established  for  ten  years  in 
1818,  and  renewed  in  1897,  to  continue  from  year 
(o  year  an  til  discontinued  by  a  year's  notice  from 
either  parly ;  and  next,  tbe  question  of  the  settle- 
ment of  other  difficulties  with  England  by  the  late 
treaty,  without  also  settling  that  in  relition  to  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  stated  that  his 
only  objection  to  the  bill  was  in  relation  to  the 
provision  making  a  grant  of  lands.  If  it  waa  re- 
committed, and  that  provision  was  stricken  ont, 
the  rest  of  the  bill  should  have  his  hearty  concur- 
rence. Even  if  the  bill  remained  in  its  present 
shape,  and  it  could  be  satisfactorily  proved  to  him 
that  this  provision,  which  proposes  a  grant  of 
land  to  settlers,  is  not  an  infraction  of  the  treaty, 
he  would  give  it  his  support  He  would  go 
further;  he  would  say,  that  if  the  year's  notice 
were  given  of  our  intention  to  relinquish  the  treaty 
wiQi  Oreat  Britain,  he  weald,  after  the  cessation  of 
our  obligations  under  it,  most  cbeerftilly  support 
a  bill  of  this  kind.  But  he  conceived  the  whole 
question,  at  present,  was,  whether  thii  bill,  in  its 
pressnt  form,  woald  not  be  a  violation  of  our 
obligations  under  the  treaty;  and  that  it  would,  he 
had  not  now  the  slightest  doubt. 

Here  Mr.  C.  went  into  an  ezaminati<m  of  the 
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(he  only  occapation  or  settlrmeni  which  could 
take  place  in  good  faiih,  was  a  joint  occupation 
and  settlement  for  purposes  of  trade,  hunting,  and 
(rapping;  and  that  Great  Britain  never  had  in  any 
single  instance  otherwise  interpreted  the  treaty,  or 
acted  upon  it.  Her  encouragement  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  was  for  purposes  of  tcadc  and  hunt- 
ing, strictly  in  conformity  with  the  treaty.  If  the 
company  bad  built  forts  and  made  setttlements, 
it  was  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  trade,  and 
earrying  on  the  trapping  and  hunting  in  which  it 
was  engaged.  It  was  perfectly  open  to  tw,  under 
the  treaty,  to  do  the  same.  He  denied  that  Eng- 
land had  extended  over  the  cfountry  an  ezclusiTe 
jurisdiction.  She  only  applied  her  own  laws  to  her 
own  subjects.  We  might  do  the  same.  If  it 
could  be  shown  that  she  ever  granted  away  a  sin- 
gle acre  of  the  territory,  er  exercised  an  exclusive 
right  of  that  kind,  he  would  then  say  that  we 
might  do  the  same.  But  no  suclh  thing  could  be 
shown,  for  it  had  not  been  done. 

As  to  (he  allegations  that  England,  in  a  commu- 
nication with  the  ministers  of  our  Government,  bad 
said  that  British  interests  had  grown  up  in  the 
territory,  which  should  and  would  be  protected,  he 
contended,  that  taking  the  whole  context,  and  giv- 
ing what  followed  in  the  sentence,  so  far  from  this 
being  an  assertion  of  exclusive  right,  or  a  threat  of 
possession  against  the  United  Sutes,  the  most  di- 
rect reservation  was  made  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  to  joint  occupation  and  interest  in  the 
territory  under  the  treaty,  by  which  both  eouhtries 
were  bound.  He  read  the  passage  in  full,  with  a 
view  of  showing  the  correctness  of  his  view  of  the 
avowal  made  by  England. 

In  commenting  upon  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bemton,]  who  bad  preceded 
him  in  the  discussion  when  the  subject  was  last  up, 
ke  look  occasion  to  remove  an  erroneous  impres- 
sion, which  he  conceived  was  calculated  to  do  great 
injustice  to  a  distinguished  man,  [Mr.  Webster,] 
who  coQld  not  thci^  defend  himself.  He  alluded 
to  the  fears  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souTi,  that  the  PresidentVi  message  declining  to  fur- 
nish the  correspondence,  or  informal  communica- 
tions, relative  to  the  pending  negotiation  about 
the  Oregon  Territory,  implied  grounds  fojr  conclu- 
ding th#  propositions  had  been  made  by  our  Sec- 
retary of  State,  which  the  Administration  was 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow;  that,  in  fact,  the  rumor 
must  be  correct  which  had  got  abroad,  that  a  prop- 
osition had  been  made  or  entertained,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  settle  down  upon  the  Columbia 
river  as  the  boundary  line.  Now,  he  wab  glad  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  undeceive  the  Senator,  and 

to  assure  him, 'which  he  did  from  authority for  he 

had  been  requested  by  the  Secretary  himself  to  do 
it  for  him — that  he  never  either  made  or  cntep- 
uined  a  proposition  to  admit  of  any  line  south  of 
the  49th  parallel  of  latitude,  as  a  negotiable  bound- 
ary line  for  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

After  Mr.  C.  had  considerably  more  at  large,  and 
in  his  own  words,  (the  purport  of  which  is  only  at- 
tempted in  this  sketch,)  fully  explained  this  matter, 
he  next  turned  to  so  much  of  the  remarks  of  ftie 
Senator  from  Missouri,  as  condemned  the  late 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  North- 
eastern boundary  line.  He  entered  into  a  long, 
minute,  and  topographical  inquiry  and  explana- 
tion, with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Secretary  of  State  was  the  most  ad- 
vantageous ever  attempted  for  this  country  in  any 
previous  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  Having 
argued  this  point  elaborately,  he  turned  to  the  line 
agreed  upon  through  the  great  Western  lakes,  with 
a  view  of  proving  that  we  had  in  reality— and  not 
merely  seemingly,  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  sup- 
posed—gained four  millions  of  acres  of  land.  He 
quoted  a  pamphlet,  (said  to  be  written  by  Lord  Pal- 
merslon,)  to  show  that  the  most  intelligent  English 
statesmen  coasidered  that  we  had  immeasurably 
the  best  of  the  bargain  in  the  late  treaty,  and  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  acquisition  of  this  four  millions 
of  acres  in  the  West.  He  traced  the  line  from 
Pigeon  river  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  as  agreed 
upon,  with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  was  the  iden- 
tical line  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  no 
Other  water-course  was  known  till  1803  b#l  the 


souihvrn  watetcourse  adopted  as  the  true  line  in 
the  late  treaty. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  C.  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
recommitted,  and  (the  provision  granting  lands 
being  stricken  out)  that  the  measure  would  be 
adopted. 

'  Mr.  BENTON  replied  to  so  much  of  the  Sena- 
tor's remarks  as  touched  upon  his  speedy  and  in- 
sisted that  the  same  line  co  which  the  Senator's 
concluding  remarks  alluded,  was  thirty  or  forty 
miles  north  of  that  which  the  Senator  supposed. 

Mr.  B.'s  remarks  (which  were  mostly  statisti- 
cal) will  be  given  in  full  in  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  next  obtained  the  floor;  and, 
on  his  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Weonksdat,  January  18, 1843. 

Mr.  READ  presented  two  remonstrances^  signed 
by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  RIGGS  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Whitewater,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
praying  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Milwaukic, 
in  said  Territory,  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  upper  lakes. 

Mr.  GWIN  offered  the  following  resoltition;  and 
it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  tw  in- 
■tructcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting,a  joint  res- 
olution, authonzing  the  appoiniment  of  a  special  agent  to  in- 
quire into  the  alleged  frauds  under  the  pre-emption  laws;  the 
appointment  of  such  agent  having  lieen  recommended  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  In  his  annual  report. 

Also,  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  amend  the  exiningand  lormer 
pre-emption  laws,  so  as  to  permit  the  heirs  or  representatives 
of  those  who  settled  on  the  public  lands  with  the  intention  of 
availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  pre-emption  laws, 
but  who  died  before  the  forms  required  by  said  laws  had  been 
complied  with,  to  enter  the  same,  if  satisfactory  evidence  is 
produced  that  the  aeitler  or  seuiers,  if  living,  would  l>e  entitled 
to  said  land. 

Mr.  GWIN  also  offered  the  following  jresoln- 
tion,  and  it  was  adopted: 

-RtMlvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  iiouse  all  the  information  in  posseaslon  of 
the  Navy  Department  in  reeard  to  the  naval  depot  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  at  Port  Mahon,  and  especmlly  whether  any  vessels  of 
the  United  States  Mediterranean  squadron  have  been  Icept  for 
any  let\glh  ef  time  in  said  port  inactive;  and,  if  so,  how  long: 
and  whether  any  of  the  officers  have  heretofore  established 
themselves,  during  such  period,  on  shore  at  that  place,  and  for 
what  length  of  time,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  house,  and  the 
names  of  such  vessels  and  of  said  officers;  ana  further  to  state 
whether  any,  and  what,  reforms  have  been  contemplated,  or 
are  considered  to  l>e  necessary,  in  regard  to  the  conciitiou  and 
conduct  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  in  these  particulars. 

Mr.  GWIN  also  offeied  the  following  reso- 
lution; and  it  was  adopted,  after  an  amendment  had 
been  agreed  to,  oi»  the  motion  of  Mr.  KiNGt 

Reaolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
communicate  CD  this  Uouse  the  amount  of  the  daily  expenses, 
exclusiveof  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  crew,  of  the  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  sieam-frigaies, .  respectively,  while  in  service; 
and  to  specify  the  amount  of  fuel  consumed  bv  each  daily,  in- 
cluding the  amount  of  wastage,  where  ihesaid  fuel  has  been  pur- 
chaied,  from  whom,  by  whom,  and  at  what  price. 

Mr.  GWIN  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved^  Thai  the  President  be  requested  to  Communicate 
to  this  House,  (if  in  his  Of>inion  it  is  not  incompatible  witti  the 
public  service.)  whatever  information  may  bo  in  his  possession 
in  relation  to  the  recent  capture  of  Monterey,  in  California,  by 
Commodore  T.  Ap  Cateeby  Jones;  and  to  state  whether  the 
said  Jones  had  any  instructions  Irom  the  Government  which 
were  intended  should  be  construed  into  authority  for  such  pro* 
ceedings. 

Mr.  LINN  objected,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  offered  the  following,  and  it  was 
adopted: 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Revokitionary  t^ensiuns 
be  instiucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  a  pension 
to  John  Cary,  a  free  colored  man,  a  native  of  (he  county  of 
Westmoreland,  and  State  of  Virginia,  now  resident  of  this  Dis- 
trict, who  says  he  was  a  bodv  servant  of  General  Washington 
at  the  time  of  Braddock's  defeat,  in  1756,  and  was  present  at 
that  battle:  and  also,  that  he  was  a  servant  of  General  Wash* 
ington  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  in  1781;  and  who  is  be- 
lieved to  be  11%  years  old. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  rose  to  a  privileged  qnes- 
tion,  and  then  explained  that  an  error  had  occnrred 
in  recording  his  vote  on  a  motion  made  yesterday 
to  fix  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  as  the  hour  of  meeting  on 
Friday  and  Satiuday  next,  which  are  days  appro- 
priated by  ihg  roles  to  private  business.     Having 


caased  a  correction  of  the  journal,  he  moved  a  re- 
consideration o(  the  vote  of  yester  day. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  that  resell* 
tion  on  the  table,  observing  that  gentlemen  who 
voted  to  meet  early  did  not  come  to  the  Hooie  at 
the  time  fixed. 

Mr.  COWEN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  bat 
they  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  was  laid  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  rose  to  a  privileged  qoestha; 
and  was  understood  to  move  the  reconsideratioo  of 
some  vote,  which  was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  EVERETT  desired  to  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  to  enable  the  House  to  proceed  with 
and  dispose  of,  the  question  of  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  yesterday  on  the  passage  of  the  buk^ 
rupt  law;  which  was  moved  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  PaorriT.I  He  tbonght  that  shonld 
be  disposed  of  before  the  House  proceeded  to  uj 
other  business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  House  resolve  \\, 
self  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  thepurpoK 
(as  he  said)  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  the  satisfactioB 
of  claims  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  on  an  e]q)lanation  being  giva 
that  the  question  of  reconsideration  which  be  wiih- 
cd  to  dispose  of,  would  come  up  of  coarse  after 
the  morning  hour,  withdrew  his  motion  to  saspead 
the  rules. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  pressed  his  motion,  and  call- 
ed for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  resulted  as  follows — ^yeas'107,  nays  78. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Comnoittee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Hopkims  of  Virginia  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  hiH 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army. 

Mr.  PROFFITT  moved  to  take  ^p  the  bHl 
making  appropriations  for  the  continuation  of  tlie 
Cumberland  road. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  motion  was  not  in  oc« 
der — the  army  appropriation  bill  haying  the  priority 
— and  must  be  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  oih^ 
business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  uking  up  the  bill  providing  in- 
demnity for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  PICKBNS  called  for  tellers,  which  wcr 
ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  question,  they  [Messn. 
Sadndbbs  and  Rxad]  reported  ayes  76,  noes  80. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  was  rejected. 

[When  the  committee  rose  yesterday,  the  qws- 
tion  pending  was  on  the  following  amendment  snb- 
mitted  by  Mr.  DusaRT: 

*<Fur  armiials,  one  hundred  and  ten  tbounnd  doltAFs;  tweaty 
thouMind  dollars  of  which  to  be  applied  towards  completing  dit 
arsenal  now  under  train  of  construction  at  Fayeuevilie^  NoiA 
Carolina."] 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  DaBvaar,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  DEBBRRY  then  called  for  tellers,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  renewed  his  motion  to  post- 
pone  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
French  spoliation  bill. 

Mr.  READ  inquired  if  the  motion  was  in  older, 
a  similar  one  having  just  been  rejected. 

The  CHAIR  said  thai  it  was,  there  having  beea 
intervening  buainesa  since  the  aama  motion  was 
made  and  rejected,  viz:  the  call  for  and  ordering 
of  tellers  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentienum  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  DsnaaaT.] 

Mr.  READ  called  for  tellers  on  the  moiioo; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  expressed  the  opinion  that 
motions  of  this  kind  shonld  not  be  made  oftcaer 
than  once  a  day;  for,  by  moving  them  in  this  way, 
just  after  they  had  been  rejected,  as  was  done  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  a  greal  aad 
unnecessary  waste  of  time  was  occasioned. 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  that,  if  proceedings  like 
this  were  to  be  tolerated,  there  would  be  no  get- 
ting on  with  the  business  of  the  Honse;  they  would 
never  be  able  to  tell  what  they  were  about  to  do. 

The  CHAIR  repeated  his  decision,  that  the  mo- 
tion was  in  orden  and  the  question  was  taken  by 
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the  tellers,  (Messrs-iWELUR  and  Stratton,)  who 
noortedajes  68,  noes  7^  ^ 
So  Idr.  AdamsIb  motion  was  again  rejected. 
The  question  recarring  on  Mr.  Dxbbrrt^  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  McKAT  inggested.to  his  eolieagne  to  mod- 
ify it,  so  as  not  to  increase  the  appropriation,  hot 
to  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
ipply  |10,000  of  the  balance  of  the  appropriation' 
of  last  year,  now  on  hand,  to  the  arsenal  at  Fayette- 
Tille.  Mr.  McK.  said  that  there  was  an  appro- 
priation of  |130,000  made  last  year,  with  the  nn- 
deisunding  that  |10,000  of  it  shonld  be  applied  to 
the  North  Carolina  arsenal;  and  of  this  appropria- 
tioD,  he  had  ascertained  that  orer  |94,000  now  re- 
naioed  unexpended  in  the  ueasory.  All  that  was 
wanted,  therefore,  was  to  direct  the  application  of 
a  part  of  this  snm  to  the  object  his  coUeagae  had 
in  7iew.  If  his  colleague  would  modify  his  amend- 
ment in  the  manner  he  had  suggested,  he  presumed 
that  no  gentleman  would  object  to  it,  as  there 
wonJd  in  that  case  be  no  increase  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  DEBERRY  had  no  particular  objection  to 
(be  course  of  bis  colleague,  but  his  const! tnentf 
were  anxious  for  the  appropriation  which  he  had 
propraed.  They  strongly  suspected  that  there  was 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  department  (o  make 
il^s  anything  more  dian  a  mere  arsenal  of  deposite. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  Legislature  of  Morth 
C^olina  inrerfered  and  passed  resolutions.  He 
uged  the  propriety  and  necessity  for  completing 
this  arsenal,  since  it  was  the  only  arsenal  south 
of  the  Potomac*  He  did  not  believe  in  the  sincerity 
of  those  officers  of  the  department,  who  held  out 
that  they  intended  to  complete  the  work.  His  con- 
stitaenls  were  tired  of  being  tantalizsd  and  humbug- 
ged, and  it  was  now  several  years  since  any  pro- 
grfss  had  been  niade.  He  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  modify  his  amendment  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  McKat,]  so  as  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  War  to  appropriate  j^lO.OOO 
of  the  money  now  on  hand  to  the  completion  of  the 
anenal  at  Fayetteville. 

Mr.  McKAY  read  a  letter  from  the  officer  under 
whose  charge  the  work  was;  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  a  large  quantity  of  materials  was  now 
OB  hand  for  the  construction  of  the  work,  and  the 
Government  would  suffer  injury  by  allowing  the 
works  to  remain  much  longer  in  their  present  situa- 
tion. 

Mr.  GILMER  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
thoQgbt  the  piinciple  wrong.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  Congress  should  make  any  exception  in  (^vor 
of  the  arsenal  in  North  Carolina,  when  the  process 
of  restricting  all  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  going  on. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  replied,  and  sustained  the 
amendment.  He  contended  that  the  Legislature 
shoaid  inierferie  in  thia  matter.  The  case  was  pe- 
culiar. In  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  materutls 
were  on  hand,  he  urged  the  fact  that  no  other 
arsenal  existed  south  of  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  if  an  unexpended  balance 
remained  over  from  last  year,  it  was  unnecessary 
10  give  the  direction  in  relation  to  the  North  Caro- 
lina arsenal.  Let  the  department  make  theex- 
denditnre.  He  urged,  moreover,  that  the  pro- 
posed division  of  a  part  of  the  appropriation  for 
arsenals  to  the  North  Carolina  arsenai  would  en- 
daonr  the  public  propetty  elsewhere. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the 
Fayetteville  arsenal  completed;  and  pressed  upon 
ihe  committee  the  consideration,  that,  whilst  there 
vere  many  arsenals  throughout  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  States,  there  was  none  in  the  South  and 
Somhwesr.  He  advocated  a  reorganization  and 
overhauling  of  the  whole  system  of  arsenals,  con- 
:eading  that  there  were  too  many  in  some  sections, 
md  not  enough  in  others. 

Mr.  GILMER  inquired  whether  this  appropria 
ion  was  to  complete  arsenals  already  begun,  or  to 
Tect  new  arsenals'  or  for  the  custody  of  arms. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  there  were  but  two 
iisenals  begnn  which  were  not  finished.  The  ap- 
tropriation  was  mainly  intended  for  repairs^  for 
be  items  of  which  expenditure  he  referred  to  doc- 
iment  No.  45. 
Mr.  GlLMKWi  ooacnrred  with  the  gentleman 


from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  that  there 
were  too  many  arsenals  at  present.  He  shonld 
move  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from  |90,000  to 
$50,000,  so  as  to  expend  money  only-pn  those  ab- 
solutely necessary. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  motion  would  not  be 
in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  GILMER  said  he  had  so  supposed,  but  now 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  it  at  the  proper 
time. 

Mr.  9AUNDERS  replifd  to  various  gentlemen 
who  had  opposed  the  appropriation.  He  thought 
it  due  at  least  to  the  wishes  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture of  North  Carolina  to  make  this  small  appro- 
priation of  #10,000. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  complained  that  he  was 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  propriety  W  this  appropria- 
tion. He  did  not  understand  the  reason  for  many 
of  the  proposed  items  of  appropriation,  and  wished 
for  information  before  he  could  consent  to  vote 
away  the  public  money. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  explained,  for  the  information 
of  the    gentleman    from   Georgia,    [Mr.    Mbbi- 

WIBTREE.] 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment; 
and,  as  16  only  rose  in  its  favor, 
Mr.  DEBERRY  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  appropriation,  and  insert  an  appropria- 
tion of  |S5,000  for  the  completion  of  arsenals  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark«,  and  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  He 
said  that  the  arsenals,  it  must  be  admitted,  were  in 
decent  and  reputable  condition,  especially  as 
|dO,000  of  the  money  previously  appropriated 
for  their  repair  was  yet  unexpended.  But,  be- 
yond this,  it  was  stated  by  gentlemen  on  that  floor 
that  many  of  the  arsenals  were  unnecessary;  and, 
as  the  treasury  of  the  country  was,  and  was  likely 
to  continue,  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  be  had 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  whole  appropriation, 
and  substitute  a  snm  which  would  be  sufficient  for 
two  arsenals,  at  points  where  it  was  obvious  they 
were  requisite. 

Mr.  GILMER  called  the  attention  of  his  col- 
league to  the  detailed  estimates,  which  wcold  show 
him  that  flO.OOO  onlv  was  required  for  each  of  the 
arsenals  for  which  he  proposed  to  make  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr .  SMITH  acted  on  the  suggestion,  and  sub- 
stituted $30,000  for  ^5,000. 

Mf*  FILLMORE  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He 
said  an  appropriation  was  necessary  to  repair  the 
araenals,  both  for  their  preservation  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  arms  which  they  contained;  and  fur- 
ther, he  deprecated  the  basing  of  legislation  on  un<« 
authorized  statements.  Instead  of  (90,000  unex- 
pended, as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
there  was  only  some  $70,000;  and  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  that  sum  was  appropriated  to  defray 
such  expenses  as  should  be  required  in  the  inter- 
val, up  to  the  1st  of  July,  and  it  was  for  the  period 
subsequent  to  that  day  that  the  appropriation  un- 
der consideration  was  to  be  made. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  there  was  no  proposition  more 
clear  than  that  the  buildings  were  in  good  condi- 
tion and  repair;  and,  according  to  the  gentleman's 
own  admission,  there  was  some  |70,000  unexpend- 
ed, and  therefore  he  could  not  be  justly  charged 
with  a  desire  to  leave  the  public  property  to  go  to 
ruin.  He  then  justified  his  motion  on  other  grounds. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [&f  r.  Calhoun] 
had  shown  that  some  of  the  arsenals  were  unneces- 
sary, and  therefore  it  was  their  obvious  duty  to 
put  them  out  of  existence;  but,  in  justification  of 
his  amendment,  especially  in  relation  to  the  arsen- 
al at  Little  Rock,  he  reminded  the  committee  of  the 
proximity  of  40,000  Indian  warriors  to  that  coun- 
try, who  could  sweep  its  occupants  from  that  por- 
tion of  this  Union. 

Mr.  CROSS  opposed  the  amendment  in  some 
remarks,  which  were  not  distinctly  heard. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  to  strike  out  |90,000  and 
insert  f50,0a0. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Several  items  were  then  read  9nd  passed  with- 
out amendment. 


When  the  Clerk  read  the  item  making  an  ap- 
proptiatien  for  further  military  surveys, 

Mr.  GILMER  said  he  thought  that  was  a 
branch  of  the  public  service  which  could  be  sus- 
pended, and  he  moved  (o  strike  out  that  appropria-^ 
tion. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  how  that 
money  was  expended.  He  thought  there  were 
men  amongst  the  officers  of  this  country  that 
were  competent  to  make  these  surveys. 

Mr.FILLMORE  understood  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable additional  expense  beyond  that  of  mere 
officers,  such  as  clerk-hire,  transportation,  &c. 

Mr.  SMITH  observed  that  they  had  very  lai^e 
annual  expenditures  for  transportation,  and  a  num- 
ber of  officers  of  high  pay.  It  seemed  to  him  -that 
the  military  service  should  be  exclusively  employed 
in  these  surveys.  It  was  by  employing  other  per^ 
sons  than  the  regular  officers  of  the  <£>vemment, 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  were 
swelled  op  to  such  an  extent. 

Mr.  FILLMPRE  spoke  of  the  great  imporlanca 
of  the  surveys,  and  said  that  they  were  made  so  as 
10  be  ready  whenever  it  might  be  necessary  to 
erect  fortifications. 

Mr.  SMITH  observed  that  there  were  two  or 
three  different  classes  of  fortifications,  oovering 
the  whole  frontier;  and  he  could  not  imagine  the 
necessity  for  an  appropriation  as  small  as  thia.  He 
thought  that  these  surveys  were  more  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  good  jobs  to  Ihe  ofRc^ts  above  their 
regular  pay,  than  for  any  real  benefit  to  the  coon-. 
try.  Our  officers  were  so  well  paid,  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  give  them  such  jobs  to  eke  out  their 
means  of  living. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Fillmore^s 
motion,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  desired  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  what  was  meant  by  the  clause  ''for 
expenses  for  preparing  drawings  for  artillery."  The 
reason  he  asked  was,  there  was  generally  a  proviso 
in  the  appropriation  bills,  that  there  shonld  be  no 
extra  compensation  paid  to  any  officers,  or  other 
persons  in  the  emplcyment  of  the  department  Yet,' 
notwiihstandiig  this  proviso,  the  committee  of 
which  the  gentleman  irom  Virginia  [Mr.  Gilmek] 
was  at  the  head,  had  ferreted  out  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  ordnance  officers  received  91  extra 
compensation  of  $2  per  day,  in  addition  to  their 
regular  pay,  for  preparing  drawings  of  artillery. 
Now,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  kind  of  work 
was  part  oi  the  regular  duty  of  th^se  officers,  for 
which  they  received  regular  pay. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained  that  there  had  been 
a  board  of  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
making  every  part  of  the  artillery  uniform,and  that 
a  draughtsman  was  employe^  10  assist  them.  The 
committee,  considering  the  extra  pay  of  this  board 
an  abuse,  struck  it  out  of  the  appropriation  of  last 
year,  and.  this  year  there  was  no  estimate  for  it. 
The  pay  of  the  draughtsman,  however, was  estimated 
for;  and  thi^  with  the  incidental  expenses  of  sta- 
tionery, &c.,  made  up  this  item. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  as  there  had  been  a 
provision  inserted  in  the  former  appropriation  bills, 
th  af  no  person  in  regular  pay  should  receive  any 
extra  compensation,  the  law  had  been  trampled  on 
by  the  department  in  making  such  allowances;  and 
he  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Arnold,]  to  call  up  his  bill  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, to  correct  this  and  ail  similar  abuses. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  if  this  ^1,900 
was  for  the  purchase  of  paper  alone. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  answered,  for  drawing  paper, 
ink,  dkc. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  observed,  that  this  <*and  so 
forth"  might  include  everything. 

Mr.  GILMER  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  fact,  that  in  this  bill  there  were 
(65,000  appropriated,  by  three  clauies  in  juxtapo- 
sition, and  all  for  the  same  general  and  specific 
purposes.  First,  there  was  a  clause  appropriating 
$15,000  for  the  surveys  for  the  military  defences  of 
the  country,  inland  and  Atlantic;  secondly,  for  mili- 
tary and  geographical  sarveys  west  of  the  Mis&i^- 
sippi,$l5,000  for  the  half  calendar  year,  and  (I  &,000 
for  the  fiscal  year—making  $20,000;  and,  thirdly, 
for  the  continuation  of  the  surveya  on  the  Northern 
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"kktty  |30,000.  He  did  not  wish  to  stop  all  those 
sonreys,  bat  it-  seemed  to  him  that  the  two  first 
were  for  the  same  ebjects.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
there  was  a  iDOseness,  not  only  aboat  the  mode  of 
appropriating  the  pablic  money,  bnt  aboat  its  ex- 
penditare;  and  he  pledged  himself  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachosetts  [Mr.  Calbodn]  to  co- 
operate with  him  in  checking  each  a  coarse  of 
things. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  mov^d  to  strike  oat 
th6  appropriation  for  the'  continuation  of  the  snr- 
Teys  of  the  North  and  Northwestern  lakes;  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  held  by  many  gentlemen 
there,  they  ^coald  not  be  carried  on  correctly 
without  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Hassler. 
We  ha?e  (said  Mr.  B.)  immediately  following 
this  appropriation,  very  large  appropriations  for 
the  Military  Academy,  where  for  years  they  had 
been  educating  young  men  for  the  scientific  pur- 
poses of  the  Government.  They  had  an  engineer 
corps,  also,  whose  officers  received  very  high  sala- 
ries; and  everybody  must  be  satisfied  that  there 
were  enough  of  them  to  make  all  the  surveys,  both 
inland  and  Atlantic,  and  carry  on  all  the  scientific 
works  of  the  Government,  without  employing 
other  persons.  He  was  for  employing  these  offi- 
cers in  these  works;  and  if  they  were  not  compe- 
tent, to  get  others  in  their  places.  These  surveys 
cost  somewhere  about  half  a  million  yearly,  and 
nobody  knew  where  they  were  going  on.  It  was 
time  that  this  business  was  systematized,  so  that 
they  might  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  how 
much  they  were  expending  on  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  spoke  of  the  importance  of 
these  surveys,  and  explained  the  difference  between 
them.  The  object  was  to  make  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  points  at  which  fortifica- 
tions would  be  necessary  on  the  Golf,  on  the  lakes, 
and  on  the  Atlantic  frontier.  Mr.  F.  handed  up. to 
the  Ohair  a  letter  from  the  War  Department, 
showing  the  importance  and  utility  of  these  sur- 
veys; which  was  read. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  wished  to  know  if  these  sur- 
veys were  made  by  the  regular  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  by  other  persons.  He  did  not  wish  to 
stop  these  surveys,  and  was  willing  to  incur  all  the 
incidental  expenses  connected  with  them;  but  be 
objecte^lo  the  expense  of  employing  other  persons, 
when  .tlie  Government  had  officers  enough  under, 
regular  pay.  < 

Mr.  FILLMORE  believed  that  the  work  was 
carried  on  by  the  regular  officers  of  the  Govern* 
ment. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
meant  that  these  surveys  were  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  points  for  fortification^  he  looked 
upon  them  as  a  useless  expen8e;~for,  considering  the 
changes  taking  place  in  the  sy&tem  of  fortifications, 
together  with  the  increase  in  the  population  of  dif- 
ferent paru  of  the  country  surveyed,  it  would  be 
impossible  now  to  say  where  it  would  be  best  to 
have  fortifications, or  of  what  description  they  should 
be,  some  years  hence.  He  thought  the  officers  had 
better  be  employed  in  walking  about  the  streets, 
than  inaking  surveys  with  such  objects  in  view. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  strike  out 
#30,000,  and  insert  #20,000  for  the  surveys  of  the 
North  and  Northwestern  lakes.  He  said  that 
|S0,000  was  sufficient^,  inasmuch  as  the  department 
bad  only  estimated  for  that  sum,  though  the  commit- 
tee had  given  #30,000. 

Mr.  M.  read  a  letter  from  Captain  Williams,  of 
the  engineer  corps,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
an  appropriation  of  #20,000  would  be  amply  suffi- 
^ent. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  argued  that  the  increased  ap- 
propriation proposed  would  be  greatly  beneficial, 
in  completing  the  survey  at  an  earlier  day  than  it 
could  be  done  under  present  arrangements. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  contended  that  the 
present  was  not  the  time  to  increase  such  appropri- 
ations— a  time  when  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasu- 
ry told  us  the  tarifif  would  have  to  be  altered  so  as 
to  add  #3,000,000  to  the  revenue  of  th<i  Govern- 
ment. He  hoped  that  the  sum  of  #30,000,  asked 
for  by  the  offieer  in  charge  of  the  work,  who  was 
on  the  spot  and  knew  everything  about  it,  would 
be  granted,  instead  of  #30,000  as  asked^or  by 


Cel.  Abort,  who  lived  in  Washington,  and  never 
saw  the  work  in  question. 

Some  conversation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  GAVE  JOHNSON  and  FILLMORE  as  to 
whether  this  item  was  not  proposed  and  rejected 
last  session;  the  result  of  which  was>  that  such  was 
not  the  fact. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  that,  if  he  under- 
stood the  question  rightly,  the  amendment  involved 
the  question  whether  there  should  be  an  increase  of 
the  present  annual  appropriation,  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  the  survey  at  an  earliei;  day  than  was 
now  contemplated.  He  argued  that,  in  our '  pres- 
ent condition,  it  was  belter  to  leave  expenditures  as 
they  were,  than  to  incur  any^increase. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  then  rose,  and  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  after  the  ISdd  line, 
an  item  providing  for  an  appropriation  of  #30,000 
for  a  military  survey  from  Council  Blufis,  on  the 
Mississippi,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
in  Oregon  Territory.  He  stated  that  he  desired  to 
have  this  item  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  item  of 
#20,000  "for  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  Chair,  however,  informed  him  that  it  would 
not  be  order  to  move  to  amend  that  item,  as  it  had 
been  passed  upon  by  the  committee;  and  it  was 
for  this  reason  that  he  offered  the  amendment  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  section.  He  then  ad- 
dressed the  House  in  a  strain  of  forcible  reasoning 
in  favor  of  his  amendment.  It  was  not,  as  gentle- 
men might  think,  an  extraordinary  proposition.  It 
was  important  as  bearing  upon  the  proposed  settle- 
ment of  Oregon  Territory;  and  he  hoped  that  gen- 
tlemen would  not  be  so  squeamish  as  to  refuse 
to  allow  our  citizens  to  take  possession  of  that 
territory,  merely  because  England  pretended  to 
have  a  right  to  it.  If  England  had  any  claim 
whatever  to  the  soil  of  Oregon,  it  was  confined  to 
that  portion  above,  the  month  of  the  Columbia, 
where  the  survey  he  proposed  would  not  touch. 
He  expressed  an  anxious  desire  that  the  attention 
of  members  should  be  called  to  this  subject,  in 
order  that  they  might  consider  the  propriety  of 
hereafter  constructing  a  military  road  in  Oregon. 
For  the  purpose  of  giving  an  opportunity  to  gen- 
tlemen to  weigh  the  matte^well  in  their  own  minds, 
he  would  move  that  the  committee  rise,  and  then 
let  the  question  be  taken  on  his  proposition  to- 
monow. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  consented  to  do  so. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  entered  into  an  explanation  of 
the  subject,  and  urged  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  specific  appropriation  wished  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr*  Rxtnolds]  The 
amount' appropriated  in  this  bill  for  surveys,  ex- 
ceeded that  appropriated  for  some  years  past.  The 
item,  too,  for  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
(#20,000,)  might,  under  the  direction  of  the  de- 
partment, be  applied  towards  the  very  object  de- 
sired by  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Retitolds  ]  The 
House,  he  thought,  should  not  decide  upon  the 
manner  in  which  this  appropriation  should  be  ex- 
pended, but  should  leave  it  to  the  department.  He 
also  would  remind  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that 
there  was  already  a  survey  or  map  in  existence, 
which  had  been  prepared  by  Captain  Wilkes  when 
on  the  explorina  expedition. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  replied  generally  to  the  ob- 
jections of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
FiLLMORx.]  He  contended  that  Congress — elected 
for  two  years,  and  more  responsible  to  the  people 
than  any  public  officer— was  better  qualified  to  de- 
cide what  surveys  were  best  for  the  interest  of  the 
Government,  than  either  the  Secretary  of  War  or 
the  President.  If  he  were  anxious  to  know  as  to 
surveys  about  Buffaloor  the  surrounding  country,  he 
would  sooner  take  the  statements  of  the  gentleman, 
(its  Representative,)  than  all  the  secretaries  in  the 
conntry.  So,  too,  he  would  rather  have  the  opinions 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  comii  g  from 
every  part  of  the  Union,  in  relation,  to  the«e  local 
surveys,  than  those  of  public  officers  in  Washing- 
ton city.  As  to  the  map  of  Captain  Wilkes,  re- 
ferred to  by  the  gentleman,  that  might  be  very 
good  in  its  way,  and  very  accurate  and  ytry 


pretty;  but  he  did  not  #ant  a  suriTey  or  map  of 
Columbia  river  only.  That  might  be  well  enongh 
for  navigation;  but  it  would  not  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  the  people,  who  wished  a  military  roate 
to  Oregon,  in  order  that  they  might  go  there  with 
their  families  and  settle. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  committee 
now  rise:  previous  to  putting  which  motion,  some 
conversation  took  place  l)eiween  Messrs.  CAYE 
JOHNSON,  FILLMORE,  and  CALHOUN,  in 
relation  to  a  bill'  to  prohibit  extra  allowances  to 
public  officers;  the  result  of  which  conversation 
was  an  agreement  to  have  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  said  bill,  instead  of  reporting  it  to  the  House. 

The  motion  that  the  committee  rise  was  then  pal, 
and  carried. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee 6f  the  Whole  from  the  bill  prohibiting  extra 
allowances  to  officers  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  if  it  had  been  before  a 
committee. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  it  had  not. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  had  no  doubt  it  was  a  very 
proper  bill. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.BLACK,from  the  Committee  on  the  Tetrilo- 
ries,  reported  a  bUl  to  amend  the  several  acts  organ- 
izing the  Governments  of  the  several  Territories  of 
the  United  States;  and  it  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. . 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  a  resolution  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  this  House  a 
practicable  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and 
to  limit  the  number  of  cadets,  so  as  to  correspond 
with  the  wants  of  the  country  and  the  strength  of 
the  army. 

Mr.  CUSHING  objected, and  the  resolution  was 
not  considered. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  presented  a  joint  resolutioa 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to  the 
stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  presented  a  stitement  of  the 
receipts  of  the  Government  for  the  last  quarter; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed* 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thursoat,*  January  19, 1843. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  joint  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  on 
the  stbject  of  the  rigid  construction  given  by  the 
Postmaster  General  to  the  post  office  laws.  Mr.  S. 
remarked  that  there  was  much  feeling  in  the  whole 
Western  conntry  concerning  a  regulation  of  that 
department,  making  pamphlets  and  newspapen 
(which  may  happen  to  have  the  name  of  the  per- 
son sending  such  matters  through  the  mail)  charge- 
able with  letter  postage.  Great  difficulty  and  much 
feeling  are  the  consequence  of  such  construeiioa 
of  the  post  office  laws,  especially  in  the  State  (€ 
Indiana;  so  much  so,  that  the  attention  of  the  Le> 
gislature  had  been  called  to  the  subject,  and  that 
body  have  passed  the  resolutions  he  then  pres^ited, 
urging  a  repeal  or  modification  of  that  portion  of 
the  laws  of  the  departmeat  which  justified  sudi  a 
regulation.  He  hoped  the  Committee  on  the  Poet 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  he  proposed  to  re- 
fer the  resolutions,  would  give  the  subject  tligir  ai« 
tention.  The  resolutions  were  then  referred,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  House  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  or  the 
assignees  of  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Todd  and  Ji 
McGill,"  reported  the  same  back  with  an 
ment,  being  a  substitute  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment.  House  bill 
619,  for  the  relief  of  Asahel  Lee,  Harvey  Lee, 
and  Lemuel  Lee. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Duncan  L.  Clinch; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  G.  also  reported  back,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, without  amendment,  and  with  a  reeommend- 
aliott  that  they  do  pass,  Houm  bills  for  the  rclit( 
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of  John  Dryadale,  and  for  tbe  relief  of  Johnion 
Bfttriek. 

Mr.  MBRBICE  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Gtovernor  ol  Marylandy  enclosing  reso- 
itttions  adopted  by  the  Legislaiore  of  that  State, 
lelatif  e  to  a  proposed  transfer  of  the  stock  held 
by  ibe  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  to  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  on  the  condition 
that  that  State  will  complete  the  canal  to  Cumber- 
land before  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the 
time  of  transfer:  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  a  memorial  from  142 
eitiiens  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  remonstrating 
■gainst  the  rep^l  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  memorial  and  doe- 
aments  of  John  Gk>ode. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  proTious  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  ta- 
king up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  for 
tbe  benefit  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  E.  explained,  that  there  were  several  cases 
before  the  Finance  Committee  in  respect  to  an'ex- 
learion  of  the  time  during  which  railroad  iron,  to 
be  actually  laid  down,  dnight  be  imported  free  of 
duly.    This  was  not  one  of  those  cases.    All  those 
cases  BOW  before  the  committee,  were  where  rail- 
roads were  in  progress  of  construction,  and  where 
it  would  take  some  years  for  their  completion;  bat 
the  ease  now  befofe  the  Senate  differed  in  that  re» 
speet:  the  railroad  was  completed,  and  the  com- 
pany were  relaying  a  portion  or  all  of  it  with  new 
and  better  iron,  in  consequence  of  a  portion  of  it 
being  worn  out.    The  iroii  was  imported,  and  in 
the  country.    The  compaiiy  have  it  in  their  power 
to  lay  it  all  tfown  before  the  3d  of  March  next, 
and  entitle  themselves  to  the  benefits  of  the  provision 
in  the  tariff  bill  ailowiog  iron  laid  down  before  that 
time  to  be  free  of  duty.    Tbey  will  lay  it  down  by 
that  lime,  unless  Congress  think  fit  to  prolong  the 
time  for  doing  so.    But,  in  order  to  have  it  done 
before  the  3d  of  Ifsrch,  tbe  company  will  have  to 
employ  a  considerable  number  of  persons  more 
thaii  they  now  have,  and  may  probably  have  to 
suspend  transportation  and  trayel  on  tbe  road  until 
it  is  done.    This,  too,  is  the  line  on  which  the  mail 
is  eoaveyed.  If  you  force  the  company  to  this,  it  will 
iBtenupt  very  much  the  Southern  travelling;  and  the 
work  would  have  to  be  done  in  a  hurried  manner, 
and  might  be  consequently  improperly  done,  and 
be  the  cause  of  accident  hereafter. «  This  bill  in- 
volwed  none  of  the  principle  contained  in  th%other 
eases  before  the  committee,  for  the  general  admis- 
Bon  of  railroad  iron  free  of  duty  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod than  the  tariff  of  last  session  justified.    The 
I>iU  proposed  to  give  this  company  till  tbe  1st  day 
it  December  next  to  lay  down  the  rails,  so  that  the 
work  might  go  on  gradually,  and  be  well  done. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  inquired  what  was  the 
laamtity  of  iron  involved  In  the  bill? 
Mr.  EVANS  said,  about  3,000  tons. 
2tf  r.  BUCHANAN  asked  whether  the  tariff  law 
was  to  be  repealed,  because  it  did  not  suit  the  con- 
renicnce  of  the  company  to  comply  with  its  pro- 
risionsf  This  bill  came  up  suddenly  this  morning, 
md  be  had  not  time  to  examine  it.  He  had  no 
objection  to  let  it  pass  this  stage;  but,  unless  his 
>re8ent  Impressions  were  removed,  it  should  not 
ms9  ai2y  other  stage  by  bis  vote. 

Xhere  being  no  proposition  to  amend  the  bil(  it 
sas  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
eading. 

Mr.  MORSHEAD  submitted  the  following  reso- 
ation: 

Mewdvtdf  TiM.  the  Prendent  of  tbe  United  Btatoi  be  leqQMt- 
%  v»  commuaicate  to  the  Senate  any  letten  or  communicattona 
A  llle  in  ibe  War  Depaitaient  relative  to  the  granting  by  the 
ritMi  OoTemment  to  the  Hudeon  Bav  Company,  and  by  that 
ompmaj  to  indiridaala,  of  any  ponton  of  the  Tenitory  of 


Mr.  MOREHEAD  made  some  remarks  on  tbe 
aportance  of  the  resolutions,  after  tbe  remarks  of 
le  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choatb]  on 
esterday,  on  a  portion  of  a  report  made  out  by 
Ir.  Oreenhow,  concerning  the  cessions  Jby  Great 
»ricaiD  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Coftipany,*of  land  in 
le  Oregon  Tenitory;  afier  which,  the  resolution 
as  adopted. 


The  followiog  bills  were  then  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  vie 

House  bill  (319)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Hambieioo. 

House  bill  (437)  for  the  relief  of  the  administra- 
tor of  John  Jackson. 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  payment  of 
seven  companies  of  Georgia  militia,  for  services 
rendered  in  the  y^ ars  1840  and  1841,  ''was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Messrs.  KING  and  CALHOUN  did  not  see  the 
neecssity  for  the  passage  of  this  act,  inasmuch  as 
they  did  not  know  the  reason  why  these  militia 
conld  not  be  psi  1  under  the  existing  general  law, 
which  provided  that  all  militia  called  out  by  the 
Governors,  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  tbe 
United  States,  should  be  paid,  upon  the  muster-rolls 
showing  the  service  being  duly  authenticated  and 
presented  at  the  War  Department.  If  the  service 
was  actually  performed,  and  the  militia  enti- 
tled to  pay  under  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law, 
but,  owing  to  some  informality  conld  not  receive 
it,  they  were  willing  to  vote  for  a  bill  to  authorize 
payment,  notwithstanding  such  informality. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked  that  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  satisfied  that  these 
militia  were  entitled  to  pay;  and  reported  back  the 
bill  for  that  purpose.  They  did  not,  however,  in- 
quire into  the  reason  why  the  War  Department 
had  not  allowed  the  pay  under  the  existing  law. 
He  had  no  objections  to  let  the  bill  be  postponed 
until  tbe  exceptions  taken  by  the  War  Department 
could  be  inquired  into. 

The  bill  was  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  KING, 
laid  on  the  4able  until  the  inquiry  could  be  made. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  presented  tbe  credentials  of 
John  J.  CaiTTBNDBN,  esq.,  who  was  elected  by  tbe 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  to  be  a  Senator  from  that 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  six 
years  from  and  after  the  4ih  day  of  March  nexu 

THE  EXCHEaUBR  BILL. 

On  modon  by  Mr.  TALLMADQE,  the  bill 
amendatory  of  tbe  several  acts  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States  was 
taken  up,  and  postponed  till  Wednesday  next,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day;  and  Mr.  T.  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  tbey  would  be  able  to  give  it 
consideration  at  that  time. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE|j^resented  a  memorial  from 
John  Golden,  of  the  city  of  New  York — who  rep- 
resents that,  in  1835,  he  received  a  patent,  under 
the  United  States  patent  laws,  for  an  invention  of 
his  to  issue  credit  paper;  and  that  he  has  tbe  exclu- 
sive right  to  that  kind  of  issue;  and  prays  that  au- 
thority be  given  him  by  Congress  to  issue  an  amount 
of  credit  checks,  not  exceeding  (100,000,  under  the 
exchequer  board,  on  bis  own  name,  in  considera- 
tion of  bis  yielding  up  to  Congress  his  rights  under 
his  patented  invention.  This,  being  a  subject  of 
finance,  was  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

House  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Copeiand,'*  was  taken  up,  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  soine  remarks  ex- 
planatory of  its  provisions,  and  said  that  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  of  opinion  that  it  should 
not  pass.  He  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  postp 
poned.   

Mr.  STURGEON  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  for  in- 
definite postponement,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  bill  to  refund  the  balance  due  to  Massachu- 
setts for  disbursements  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  came  up  in  order,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs;  but  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  BATES,  postponed  till  Tuesday  next,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Dc  Peyster 
and  Henry  N.  Cruger  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Mr  CRITTENDEN,  explanatory  of  its  provisions, 
and  there  being  no  motion  to  amend,  it  was  report* 
ed  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  eogrcssed  for  a 
third  readinir. 

Mr.  SEVIER  preteoted  a  memorial  from  the  | 


delegation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  from' 
the  Territories,  soliciting  the  appointment  of  a 
standing  committee  by  the  Senate,  to  be  called  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  to  take  charge  of  Terri* 
torial  business;  which  being  read,  Mr.  8.  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  on  to-morrow  morning  intro- 
duce a  resolution  so  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  standing 
committee  of  five,  to  take  charge  of  Territorial  bu- 
siness. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  presented  to  tbe  Sen- 
ate the  credentials  of  GBoaex  McDdpfib,  E<q.,  who 
was  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina 
a  Senator  from  that  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  six  years  from  and  iS'ter  the  4th 
of  March  next;  which  were  read. 

Senate  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  enUst* 
men ts  in  the  army,  and  navy,  and  marine  corps,** 
came  up  in  order  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked  that  there  was  a  pro- 
viso in  the  bill  which  provided  that  no  negro  or 
mulatto  should  be  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  except  in  the  capacity  of 
musicians,  oooks»  or  stewards.  This  provision 
(he  said)  was  introduced  into  the  bill  at  tbe  last 
session,  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  after  considerable  d^i- 
cussion.  Tbe  committee  thought  it  better,  there- 
fore, to  let  it  remain.  It  was  his  wish,  however, 
that  this  proviso  should  be  so  modified,  that,  for 
temporary  service  in  unhealthy  climates,  nef^oea 
or  mulattoes  may  be  treated  as  a  part  of  the  crew 
on  board  of  those  vessels  in  which  they  may  be 
employed.  On  tbe  coast  of  Africa  and  the  Chinese 
Seat  it  was  extremely  unhealthy;  in  consequence, 
they  were  compelled  to  employ  natives  of  the  coun- 
try temporarily  to  do  such  duties  as  were  required 
to  be  dene  on  shore.  It  was  not  proposed  to  em « 
ploy  negroes  in  the  service,  in  our  own  country«- 
such  was  not  the  object  of  the  amendment;  but,  aa 
he  said,  its  object  was  to  authorize  the  temporary 
enlistment  on  foreign  stations,  and  in  unhealthy  cli- 
mates. If  they  were  employed  at  all,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  enlisted,  tbat  they  might  be 
subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  be  en- 
titled to  receive  their  pay. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  to  remark  that 
this  was  the  way  the  thing  spreads.  One  of  the 
requirements  of  the  new  British  treaty  was,  that 
80  guns  should  be  kept  on  the  coast  of  Africa* 
So,  in  order  to  carry  out  that  treaty,  it  now  be- 
comes necessary  to  permit  negroes  and  mulattoea 
to  be  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  agaiast  it  altogether.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  repeal  of  existing  laws  for  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  BAYARD  thought  the  Senator  was  under 
a  mistake  in  supposing  there  was  any  existing  law 
which  precluded  negroes  or  mulattoes  from  being 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
superior  courts  had,  indeed,  decided  that  foreigners 
could  not  be  enlisted;  but  there  was  oot  one  word 
against  negroes  or  mulattoes,  until  this  identical  bill 
was  passed  by  the  Senate  last  session,  with  the  pro- 
viso suggested  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Ur.CiLHooN,]  whi6h  limited  tbe  purposes  for  which 
they  might  be  enlisted.  Although  this  bill  had 
passed  the  Senate,  it  was  too  late  to  meet  the  action 
of  the  other  House,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground.  On 
bringing  it  forward  again,  he  had  learned  that  the 
few  amendments  now  offered  would  be  neces^ 
sary.  It  was  the  opinion  of  an  experienced  officer 
serving  on  a  foreign  station,  that  this  amend- 
ment would  place  it  in  the  power  of  the 
service  to  spare  the  lives  of  Americans,  who  could 
not  stathd  -  the  climate  on  land,  at  night,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Chinese  seas  and  other  stations.  At 
Ceylon,  he  was  informed,  a  whole  boat^  crew 
might  perish  by  being  obliged  to  lie  on  shore  one 
night;  for  such  things  had  happened  where  boats 
were  sent  for  water,  and  had  to  stay  on  shore  for 
the  night.  Now  this  bill  woald  enable  our  officers 
on  such  stations  to  employ,  for  temporary  purposes, 
and  for  a  limited  time,  the  natives,  who  are  ac- 
customed to  the  climate,  and  can  stand  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment^ 
and  disagreed  to — ayes  14,  noes  17. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  made,  and  the 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  tQ 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading« 
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OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  order  of  the  day  brongbt  -up,  as  the  anfin- 
ished  busiQess,  the  bill  for  the  occapation  and  set- 
tlement of-  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  on  which  the 
pending  qoestion  was  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
•  Mr.  MOREHEAD,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
said  Uiat,  for  reasons  which  he  had  slated  this 
morning,  when  offering  the  resolntion  calling 
for  information  from  the  execative  department  as 
to  ifae  allegation  that  the  British  Government  had 
made  grants  in  the  territory,  and  which  information 
he  expected  wonld  be  laid  before  the  Senate  to- 
morrow morning,  he  wonld  moye  that  the  bill  be 
passed  oyer  informally;  as  it  would  be  extremely 
desirable,  in  the  further  discussion  of  the  subject, 
that  there  should  be  some  knowledge  of  the  grounds 
on  which  the  allegation,  so  often  alluded  to,*had  to 
rest. 

I  Mr.  BENTON  said  that,  before  the  question  was 
put  on  the  postponement,  he  would  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senator  for  a  few  remarks  which 
he  deenied  it  necessary  to  make  in  answer  to  ihe 
Senator  from'  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ghoatb]  who 
spoke  yesterday.  It  was  chiefly  in  reference  to  the 
Northwestern  boundary  line  sgreed  upon  in  the  late 
treaty.  A  good  deal  had  been  said  about  the 
Noriheastem  boundary  line,  without  the  subject 
being  at  all  exhausted;  and  it  was  now  time  to  say 
something  about  the  Northwestern  boundary  line 
of  that  treaty. 

Mr.  B.  then  produced  a  large  map  of  the  terti- 
tory  though  which  the  Northwest  boundary  line 
passes,  and  pointed  out  the  trading  route,  called 
the  portage  route,  from  the  Pigeon  river  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  route  called  the  water 
commnnication,  lying  considerably  to  the  north 
cl  the  portage  route.  What  he  contended  wa$, 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  designated  the  water  com- 
munication as  that  intended  for  the  boundary 
line,  and  that  it  was  the  true  boundary  line  of  the 
United  States.  He  further  coniended,  that  so  con- 
vinced were  the  British  themselves  of  this  fact, 
that,  in  1802,  they  broke  up  the  depot  of  their 
Northwest  Fur  Company  at  Grand  Portage,  and 
removed  it  fiAy  miles  north,  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting off  the  territory  of  (be  United  States,  and 
evading  the  duty  to  which  iheir  goods  w«re  liable 
to  th*;  United  Slates.  The  portage  route  was  then 
exelofivily  ours:  and  we  had,  by  the  treaty 
of  3783,  a  joint  right  to  the  use  of  the  northern 
watercourse  forming  the  intended  boundary  line. 
By  the  treaty  of  1842,  our  American  negotiator 
had  surrendered  op  what  was  admitted  by  the 
British  to  be  ours  in  1849;  had  given  them  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  the  northern  water  communica- 
tion; aiid  had  brought  them  back  to  the  joint  oc* 
cnptncy  of  the  portage  route;  from  which,  like  the 
Jews,  they  were  forty  years  wandering  in  the  wil- 
derness. Their  hearts  yearned  after  the  flesh-pots 
of  Egypt,  and  this  modern  Joshua  had  led  them 
through  the  wilderness  to  their  land  of  promise. 
And  not  content  with  giving  them  everything  they 
craved,  he  made  the  President  say,  in  his  message, 
things  calculated  to  make  the  American  people 
believe  that  everything  of  theirs  which  he  had 
given  away,  instead  of  proving  a  loss,  proved  an 
acquisition  of  four  millions  of  acres  of  valuable 
mineral  lands. 

Mr.  CHOATE  replied,  and  entered  upon  proof, 
from  what  he  considered  concurrent  testimony,  that 
the  water  commanication  meant  by  the  treaty  of 
1783  was  the  portage  route --partly  water  and 
partly  portage;  because,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  that  day,  no  other  route  or  cemmunica- 
tion  was  ever  known  from  the  Pigeon  river  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods.  What  he  contended  for  was, 
that,  as  the  words  of  the  treaty  of  1783  could  not 
literally  be  applied  to  any  one  line  of  communica- 
tion— no  watercourse  from  the  river  to  the  lake 
being  continuous — they  must  be  taken  in  the  geo- 
graphical sense,  and  could  apply  to  nothing  else 
but  the  known  and  established  route  travelled  by 
the  French,  when  they  owned  Canada,  before  1760, 
and  by  the  English,  who  succeeded  them,  down  to 
the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 

[This  explains  the  point  of  controversy  between 
the  two  Senators,  so  far  as  it  can  be  rendered  in- 
telligible without  the  aid  of  maps.  They  alternate- 
ly addretsed  the  Senate  several  times— refeigring  to 


documents,  mape,  treaties,  and  evidence  derived 
from  statements  made  by  both  Englishmen  and 
Americans  ]    . 

The  question  was  then  put  on  passing  over  the 
bill  informally,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tbubsdat,  January  19, 1843. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  presented  (under  the  rule 
of  the  House  heretofore  established)  the  petition  of 
Lewis  Gtordon,  a  disabled  seaman,  praying  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions. 

Mr.  REDING  presented  the  petition  of  Theodore 
Gould,  of  Haverhill,  New  Hampshire,  praying  for 
a  pension;  which  was  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  presented  three  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  act;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RIDGWAY  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  48  merchants  and  others,  of  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin, Ohio,  prayine  Congress  to  restore  the  summer 
term  of  the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  Ohio,  to  Columbus,  the  seat  of  Government  of 
that  State.  Also,  a  memorial  signed  by  11  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Dela- 
ware, Delaware  county,  Ohio,  of  the  same  charac- 
ter; which  were  referred  to  the  Comntittee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

AMERICAN  HEMP. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  called  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  joint  resolntion  to  establish  agencies 
for  the  purchase  of  water-rotted  hemp. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
any  business  out  of  its  regular  order. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 

Vermont,  that  the  resolution  came  up  upon  its 

second  reading  under  the  rules.    It  was  then  read 

the  second  time,  as  follows: 

Retolved  by  the  Senate  and  ffouee  of  Repreaentativea  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Oongreae  aeeembled^  'that 
the  Becretary  of  the  Niiyy  l>e,  and  lie  ia  tiereby,  autherued 
to  establish  an  acency  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  an  af^ency 
in  the  State  of  Minouri,  for  the  inspection,  test,  and  purchase 
of  water-rotted  henap  for  the  use  of  the  American  nafy. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading;  and  then,  |>y  general  consent, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York  asked  leave  to 

offer  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  for 

information: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  report  to  this  House  copies  of  the  returns  made  to  him  by 
the  sereral  district  attorneys,  clerics  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts,  and  marshals  of  the  united  States,  of  the  fees  and  emoKi* 
ments  received  by  them,  respectively,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropffationa  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expanses  of  the  GoTemment  for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two." 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  the  resolution,  un- 
der the  apprehension  that  it  would  give  rise  to  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  which  being  carried,  the  resolution  was  con- 
sidered and  adopted. 

SOLDIERS  OF  OLD  INDIAN  WARS. 

Ur.  WHITE  of  Indiana  presented  a  memor;^ 
and  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  law  to  extend  the  benefits 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  7, 1839>  to  the  vol- 
unteers and  militia  who  were  in  service  against  the 
Western  Indians,  from  the  nominal  close  of  our 
revolutioaary  war  by  the  treaty  with  England  in 
1783,  to  the  final  close  thereof,  by  treaty  with  the 
Indians  at  Greenville,  in  1795. 

Also,  a  memorial  and  joint  resolution  of  the 
same  body,  on  the  subject  of  the  Post  Office 
laws. 

ARMED  OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  enti- 
tled ''An  act  providing  for  the  armed  occupation  of 
Florida." 

Objections  being  made  by  several, 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  but  the  motion  was  rejected  without  a  di- 
vision. 


REPEAL  OF  THE  BANptUPT  AGT« 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  next  buf. 
ness  in  order  was  the  bill  reported  by  the  Comnit. 
tee  on  the  Judiciary  repealing  the  bankrupt  isl 

Mr.  CUSHING,  ia  reply  to  tjuestioDs  fn^ 
several  members,  asking  which  bill  it  wu,expliio. 
ed  that  it  was  ndt  the  one  that  was  passed,  and  n^ 
on  which  a  motioa  for  reconsiderttion  wis  peo^ 
ing;  and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  whieli  bk^ 
tion  was  carried. 

FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  chief  derk  in  the  D^ 
partment  of  State  to  frank  public  and  official  doe* 
uments  sent  from  that  office,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  Tor  a  tbiniind* 
ing. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  and  observed  that  it  was  only  auihorixiag  the 
chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  State  to  do  viat 
the  Secretary  has  the  right  to  do. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  the  third  reading  to* 
day,  and  the  bill  was  therefore  passed  oyer. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  the  Hoose  lo 
take  up  the  bill  introduced  by  him,  prohibiting  ex* 
tra  allowances  to  officers  of  the  (Government. 

Mr.  CUSHING  objected,  and  the  motion  us 
not,  therefore,  put  to  the  House. 

Reports  of  committees,  being  the  next  btuines 
in  order,  were  called  for  by  the  Chair,  and  the 
following  were  made: 

Mr.  MOORE,  (torn  the  Committee  on  Prinle 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  rtvire  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  enable  claimants  to  lands  vithiii 
the  limits  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Aiku- 
sas  to  institute  suits  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,'*  approved  May  26  h,  1824;  and  extending 
the  same  to  claimants  to  lands  within  the  limits  i 
the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  and  for 
otber  purpose.*:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  same  commitiee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philander  Smith 
and  James  Young;  which  was  read  twice  and  re 
ferred. 

Mr.  DEBERRY,  on  leave,  presented  tliejoiDi 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  CaroIiBa 
on  the  subject  of  the  United  States  arsenal  in  that 
State:  laid  on  the  table. 

kr.  STANLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Ifiiiiaiy 
Affairs,  moved  that  said-committee  be  diaebarged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizeq^  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the 
supeiintendency  of  the  national  armories;  vhieh 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANLY,  from  the  same  committee,  i» 
ported  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pij- 
ment  of  the  Florida  militia,  who  were  cafled  into 
service  during  the  years  1839  and  1840:  read  tviee, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wboleon  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  0.  BUTLER,  fVom  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  ^'Anaetif* 
specting  the  organization  of  the  army  and  for  other 
purposes,*^  approved  93d  August,  1843:  read  tviee, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  mihi 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  same  committee,  moied 
that  it  be  di!«harged  ftom  the  further  eonstdert' 
tionof  the  memorial  of  Uriah  Brown;  which  nt 
agi:eed  to. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Nanl 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  joint  resoiotions) 
which  were  severally  twice  'read,  and  referred: 

A  jeint  resolntion  in  favor  of  Frances  M.  Lewtf; 
and 

A  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  Mary  Neale. 

Mr.  P.  WOOD,  from  the  same  committee,  »• 
ported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  iheeos' 
struetion  of  a  floating  dry-dock  at  IVniaeoHl 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  from"  the  Committee  oaJ^ 
eign  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  ihi 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  tf 
communicated  the  late  treaty  with  England.r^ 
ported  a-billfoi  carrying  said  treaty  into  effe«« 
which  being  read.  ^ 

Mr.  CUSHING  observed,  that  the  Hooaewoni 
peroei?e  (hat  thebill  just  reported  was  (or  exee«C 
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ioi  what  WAS  called  the  Ashburton  treaty.  The 
Comoiiitee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  cbarga  of  the 
Ceneral  subjec',  by  the  reference  to  them  of  a  por- 
tiofl  of  the  Prerident^  message  at  the  commence 
meal  of  the  session,  and  particularly  by  the  refer- 
ence of  the  message  commaDicating  the  treaty. 
The  committee  bad,  therefore,  reported  this  bill  for 
the  pnrpose  of  carrying  into  effect  those  provisions 
of  the  treaty  which  required  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress.   The  sixth  article  was  as  follows: 

**It  ia  funbennore  undentood  and  agreed,  thai  for  the  par< 
poee  of  mnoiag  and  traciDg  thoie  pane  of  the  Hoe  between  the 
■oaree  of  the  ft.  Croix  and  the  St.  Lawrence  rivere,  which  will 
require  lo  be  run  andaecertaio^d,  and  for  marking  the  leaidue 
of  aaldlJne  by  proper  monumenta  on  the  land,  two  commiaBion* 
eraehan  be  appolntad— one  by  the  Preaident  or  the  United  Statei, 
byand  wHh  die  advice  .and  conaeat  of  the  Senate  thereof,  ana 
one  Iqr  her  Britannic  M^eaij;  and  the  eald  commiaeionece  ehall 
meet  at  Bangor,  in  the  State  o(  Maine,  on  the  lat  day  of  May 
Dojtt.  oraa  soon  thereafter  aa  maybe,  and  shall  proceed  to  mark 
thfl  Uaaabofe  deacribed  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the 
rirar  Bfc.  John;  and  ehall  trace  on  propar  mapa  the  dividing  Hoe 
along  eaid  river,  and  along  the  river  St.  Francis  to  the  ouuet  of 
Lake  IMheoa^mook;  and  from  the  outlet  of  the  said  lake,  they 
aluUl  aaeertaio,  fix,  and  mark,  by  proper  and  durable  monu> 
maots  opon  the  land,  the  linedeecribedlnihe  first  article  of 
this  treaty;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  make  to  each  of 
their  respective  Governments  a  joint  report  or  declaration,  an- 
dar  their  hands  and  seals,  designating  such  line  of  boundary; 
ua  shall  accompany  saM  report  or  declaration  with  maps  car- 
Uned  by  them  to  be  true  maps  of  the  new  boundary." 

In  looking  at  the  treaty,  it  was  found  that  not 
only  the  €ih  article,  but  others,  required  appropria- 
tions to  carry  them  into  effed;  but  for  one  of  the 
other  articles  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  already  reported  an  appropriation  of  (300,000 
in  the  general  appropriation  bill,  yiz:  to  pay  and 
satisfy  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  for 
the  expenses  iocorred  by  them  in  protecting  and 
surveying  the  disputed  territory.  It  was  found, 
however,  by  reference  to  the  rules  of  the  House, 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  pro- 
hibited  from  includiog  in  the  general  appropriation 
bills  any  appropriaUoos  for  carrying  treaties  into 
effect.  Therefore  there  were  two  appropriations  to  be 
made  under  that  article;  and  it  would  be  found, 
on  referring  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  that  there 
was  a  rule  providing  that  an  appropriation  for 
carrying  out  a  treaty  shall  not  be  included  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill.  Tttb  rule  is  in  these 
words: 

**Ia  preparing  bills  of  appropriation  for  other  objects,  the 
Coouiiittee  of  Ways  and  Means  shall  not  include  appropria- 
tions for  carrying  out  treaties  made  by  the  United  States;  and 
vihM«  an  appropriation  bill  ahall  t)e  referred  to  them  for  their 
cooaideraiion,  which  contains  appropriations  for  carrying  a 
treaty  inu>  efiect,and  for  other  objects,  they  shall  propoae  such 
amendments  as  shall  prevent  appropriations  for  carrying  a 
treaty  into  effect  bemg  included  in  the  same  bill  with  appropria* 
tiooa  for  oiher  objects." 

Thus  it  became  necessary  that  all  appropriations 
for  eairyiagont  treaties  should  be  made  in  sepa- 
rate bills;  and  in  tlus  case  it  was  deemed  judicious 
to  do  it  in  the  bill  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  A  eommissioner.  The  committee  had  also  fur- 
ther, in  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  thought  it 
proper  to  insert  the  6  h  section,  for  the  provision  of 
a  squadron  for  the  coast  of  Africa.  That  section 
is  in  these  words: 

''Sao.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duly  of  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States,  in  the  execution  of 
the  provisions  of  ihe  8th  article  ol  said  treaty,  to  apply  so  much 
of  the  naval  appropriations  as  may  be  necessary  therefor  to  the 
preparation,  equipment,  and  maintenance  of  the  naval  force 
therein  stipulated  to  be  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the 
UDltedSiates." 

As  this  bill  contained  spproprialiens  he  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole 
oil  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  the  usual  coutse. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  if  there  was 
any  report  accompanying  the  bill. 

Blr.  CUSHING  replied  that  there  was  not  a  re- 
port; bat  he  would  state  that  it  was  contemplated  to 
make  a  report,  which  would  be  presented  before 
the  bill  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  was  understood  to  in- 
quire the  nature  of  the  report. 

Mr.  CUSHING  replied  that  he  would  only  yet 
say  that  there  would  be  a  report. 

After  a  few  words  of  conversation  and  ezplana- 
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tion  between  Mr.  FILLMORE  and  Mr.  CUSH- 
ING, the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  continued  the  call  for  re- 
ports, and  the  followinic  were  presented: 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Territories,  reported  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
making  appropriation  for  a  law  library  for  the 
use  of  the  court  of  appeals  for  the  Territory  of 
Florida;*'  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

He  also  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  completing  the  public  buildings  of  Florida; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.'  8TALBT  N.  CLARKE,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgecomb;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  commiiu  d. 

And,  also,  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David 
Mnan. 

Mr.  BABCOCK  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Miller;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  GK)RDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  divers  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  READ,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  in  the  case  of  Peter  W.  Short. 

Mr.  8TRATT0N  was  also  understood  to  make 
an  adverse  report  on  ihe  case  of  James  Stevens. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  that  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  a  petition  for  a  harbor  at 
Racine,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Oi&ce  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  Senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Steamboat  Company  of 
Nantucket;  which  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

Mr.  HUNT  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  dur- 
ing the  morning  hour,  for  fifteen  minutes,  being  the 
residue  of  his  hour,  partly  occupied  on  a  previous 
day)  then  resumed  his  speech  on*  the  subject  of 
General  Jackson's  fine,  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Bowmx]  coming  up 
as  the  business  next  in  order.*  Ha  said  his  time 
was  too  limited  to  permit  him  to  go  into  this  sub- 
ject as  he  desired;  but  he  proposed  to  show  that, 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
laws  on  the  subject,  Judge  Hall  was  justified  in 
the  conr^e  he  took;  that  he  was  bound  to  Issue  the 
writ  as  he  did;  and  that  be  was  equally  bound,  in 
reference  to  the '  dignity  and  the  integrity  of  his 
court,  to  punish  as  for  contempt,  and  to  punish 
BBmmarily.  The  first  authority  to  which  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  House'was  the  third  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  April  30,  1803— the 
treaty  by  which  this  country  obtained  what  is  now 
Louisiana: 

**Abt.  3.  TheiAhabiuuataof  the  cedeA  territory  shall  be  in* 
corpoiated  in  the  Uoiou  of  the  IJnlted  States,  and  admitted,  as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
ConsUtuuon,  to  ihe  enjoyment  ef  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
and  immunities  of  citiaons  of  the  United  Biaies:  and,  in  the 
meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
they  profess." 

The  next  authority  to  which  he  asked  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  wis  the  act  of  the  8(h  of  April, 
1812,  admitting  Lnnisiana  into  the  Union.  The 
second  section  of  that  act  provides  as  follows: 

"And  that  all  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  not  locally  inap} 
plicable,  shall  ba  extended  to  the  said  States,  and  shall  have  the 
same  force  and  effect  within  the  same,  as  elsewhere  within  tlie 
United  States." 

Now,  what  were  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 

that,  by  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  and  the  . 

act  admitting  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  were  to 

extend  and  eperate  over  that  Statei     The  act  of 

1789,  commonly  called  the  judiciary  act,  showed 

what  some  of  them   were;  and,  amongst  them, 

there  was  a  law  extending  to  the  inhabitants  of 

that  State  the  writ  of  ibefreos  earjntf.    He  asked  the 

attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  Uib  and  17th  sections 

of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789.    The  14th  aeetion 

was  in  these  words: 


**Thetantha  beforementioned  eoorts  of  the  UniUd  States 
ahati  have  power  to  iasue  writs  oieeirefadme,  habeas  earpue, 
and  all  other  write  not  specially  proridM  for  by  statute,  wnich 
may  be  necessarr  for  the  exercise  of  iheu  respective  jjirisdic* 
tJons,  and  agreeable  to  the  principleb  and  usages  of  law;  and 
that  eithar  of  the  Jasticea  of  the  Sttprima.  Court,  as  well  aa 
Judges  of  the  district  courts,  shall  have  power  to  grant  wrlia  of 
habeas  corjme  for  the  purpoeeof  an  inquiry  into  the  cause  (tf 
commitments." 

The  17th  section  contaiiied  these  wnrdt>: 

*That  all  the  aaid  courtsL  aic.  shall  hare  power,  ^.  and  t* 
punish,  by  fina  or  Imprlsoamant,  at  the  discreiion  of  said 
courta,  all  contempia  of  aotliority  in  any  cause  or  hearing  be- 
fore  the  same." 

These  14th  and  17ih  sections  were  eipressly  ex* 
tended  to  Louisiana  by  the  tie^ty  tO:  which  be  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  by  the  act 
of  1813,  from  which  he  had  alrtady  qnoted;  and 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said 
that  there  was  no  law  there  in  /orctB  but  ihe  lawa 
of  Spain  or  Portugal,  and  France* 

But,  in  this  connexion,  be  referred  to  the  4th  ar« 
tide  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  whicbp 
of  itself,  would  settle  this  question.  The  4tb  see- 
tion  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  has  thoe 
words: 

"The  United  States  shall  fuaranty  to  every  State  In  tha 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each 
of  them  agianst  invasion.**' 

And  now  he  would  say  a  word  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J.  iMena^oLL]  re* 
epeeting  the  case  of  Judge  Peek,  which,  probably, 
gave  rise  to  the  act  of  1831.  The  gentleman 
frem  Pennsylvania  wonld  not  find,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  the  proceedingv  in  that  case^ 
(and  the  managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House  were  men  of  the  highest  abilities,)  that  it 
was  asBumefl  or  admitted  that  in  any  other  easo 
than  that  nnder  consideration  could  Judge  Peek 
have  been  subjected  to  impeachment.  Judge  Peek 
had  undertaken  to  ponieh  ts  for  contempt  when 
the  ease  waa  one  of  libel;  hut  it  was  not  adttrtted 
that  in  any  other  class  of  cases  he  could  l^ve  been 
sniiject  to  impeachment.  And  he  (Mr.  H)  should 
like  to  know  if,  anywhere,  contempt  was  punisha-^ 
ble  with  the  intervention  of  a  jury?  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  referred  to  the  act  of 
1831,  in  the  eonrse  of  his  observations,  and,  there-^ 
fore,  he  (Mr.  H.)  wonld  briefly  allude  to  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  act  of  Jndgp  Peck,  the 
Legislature  of  the  country  passed  a  law,  pointing 
out  the  future  limits  within  which  jndges  should 
confine  themselves;  but,  on  ltk>king  over  that  law, 
he  found  that  it  expressly  recognised  the  case  eiist- 
ing  before  Judge  Hall,  and  only  went  to  strip  jndges 
of  the  power  which  Judge  Peck  exercised — ot  pun* 
ishing  as  for  contempt  libel  committed  oat  of  his 
court.  With  the  permission  of  the  House,  be 
would  read  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  March  9, 
1831,  which  was  passed  in  contequeikee  of  the  aoc 
of  Judge  Peck.    It  waa  as  follows: 

*That  the  power  of  (ha  several  coarisaf  tha  Unkad  States  to 
issue  attachmenta  and  inflict  summary  punishments  for  con* 
tempts  of  court,  shall  nottieconatrued  to  extend  to  any  caaee  ex- 
cept the  misbehavior  of  any  person  or  persons  in  tha  preaanca 
of  the  said  courta,  or  so  near  thereto  aa  to  obstruct  the  adninia* 
/tralion  of  Justice;  the  misbehavior  ofany  of  the  officers  of  the 
said  courts  in  their  official  transactions;  and  the  disobedience 
or  resistance  by  any  officer  of  tha  said  conna,  party.  Juror,  wit- 
nees,  or  any  otA«r  person  or  persona,  to  any  lawful  writ,  pro- 
cess^ order,  role,  decree,  or  command  of  the  said  courts." 

Now,  with  what  faoe  could  the  gentleman  from 
Yiigiuia  say  Uuit,  in  the  act  of  1831,  there  waa  any 
condemnation  of  the  eonrse  pntsved  by  Judge 
Hall?  He  (Mr.  Huht)  submitted,  then,  that,  tolh 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  ol  this  eoimury^ 
Judge  Hall  was  bouLd,  or  he  wonld  have  violated 
his  oath  of  office,  to  issue  ifae  writ,  and  to  pnnisla 
contempt  summarily  and  without  the  inlerventioa 
of  a  jury. 

Here  the  gentleman's  hour  expired,  and  Mr.. 
BOTTS  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  requested  tbs  gentleman  from 
Viffinia  to  give  way,  for  a  motion  cither  lo  take  np 
the  question  of  leeonsideraUon  of  the  vote  by  whieb 
Ihe  bankrvpt  repeal  bill  was  passed,  or  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPBAKBR  informed  the  gentleman  from 
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New  York  that  th|re  were  Tarions  Senate  bills  ob 
the  table,  and  also  several  Bxeeatiye  messages,  the 
dispoeafof  which  he  suggested. 

The  seTeral  Senate  bills  were  accordingly  read 
twice,  and  committed;  and  the  Bxecntive  messages 
were  prewnted  to  the  Hoase,  and  approi>riately  re- 
ferred. Of  the  Executive  commanications,  there 
were  the  foUowingt 

A  ccmmnnication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  the  report  of  the  snnreyor  gen- 
eral of  Arkansas  and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin 
and  Florida. 

Also,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary, 
showing  the  number  of  officers,  &c.,  at  the  port  of 
New  York  on  the  Ist  July,  18S8,  and  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1843,  and  the  amount  of  revenae  at  those 
two  periods. 

LikewiM,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  answer  to  a  rerolotion  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reventatives  of  the  llih  January,  1843,  in  refer- 
ence to  goods  lost  by  fire  in  the  public  stores  of 
New  York. 

The  8PBAKBR  also  submitted  a  communica- 
tion from  the  War  Department,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  adopted  on  the  i4ih  ult., 
mlling  for  a  survey  in  Florida:  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MATHIOT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lationaiy  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  fqr  the  relief  of 
Nancy  Wilson:  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrapt  law,  which  was  passed  by  the 
House,  but  still  on  the  Speaker's  table^  in  conse- 
quence of  a  motion  of  reconsideration  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Puoffit.] 

Mr.  CUSHINQ,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  House  at  length,  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks made  by  various  gentlemen,  during  the  last 
three  weeks  in  relation  to  the  present  Administra- 
tion. He  commenced  by  remarking  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  was  acciued  of  obstruct- 
ing the  passage  of  Whig  measures  of  relief,  and 
was  charged  with  uncertainty  and  vaeillatioa  of 
purpose.  As  these  charges  had  been  made  against 
the  President,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ask  the 
country  who  was  chargeable  with  vacillation  and 
uncertainty  of  purpose,  and  the  destruction  of 
measures  of  relief?  Who  were  they  who,  with  sao^ 
ri legions  hands,  were  seeking  to  expunge  the  last 
measure  of  the  "ill^siarred'*  extra  session  from  the 
sialate-books?  Forty-seven  YThigs,  he  answered, 
associated  with  the  Democratic  party  in  the  House, 
and  formed  a  coalition  to  bloi  out  that  measure. 
[LAugbter,  and  cries  of  *'Good.*']  He  repeated  it: 
torty-sevcn  Whigs  formed  a  coalition  with  the 
Democrats  to  expunge  all  the  remains  of  the  extra 
i-ession  which  existed.  For  three  weeks  past, 
there  had  been  constantly  poured  forth  the  most 
eloquent  denunciations  of  the  President,  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  of  himself.  He  might 
iuaginp,  as  was  said  by  Warren  Hastings  when 
such  torrents  of  denunciation  were  poured  out  up- 
on him,  that  there  was  some  foundation  for  the 
imputation  of  the  orators.  He  should  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  political  questions,  and  into  the 
accusations  made  against  him.  He  was  told  that 
he  had  thrown  a  firebrand  into  the  House ^that  he 
had  brought  a  tomahawk  here.  He  denied  it. 
He  had  done  no  such  thing.  It  was  not  true  that 
he  commenced  the  debate  which  was  carried  on; 
and  when  gentlemen  said  that  he  had  volunteered 
remarks  out  of  the  regular  order,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  he  told 
them  that  they  were  not  judges.  His  mode  of  de^ 
fence  was  counter-attack,  and  it  was  for  him  to 
judge  of  the  argument.  If  he  carried  the  war  into 
the  enemy's  camp,  the  responsibilty  was  with 
those  who  commenced  the  attack. 

It  was  arrogated  to  themselves  by  the  Whigs, 
that  they  possessed  the  eicltisive  license  of  attack, 
and  that  the  friends  of  the  Administration  must 
not  stand  up  and  defend  themselves.  According 
to  these  gentlemen,  he  must  not  resist  th?  attacks 
made  upon  him.  He  understood  his  rights;  and  if 
gentlemen  would  a«8ail  the  Administration — if  they 
would  pour  out  frantic  abuse  upon  i*,  it  was  his 
right,  te  reply,  whenever  his  convictions  of  duty 


enabled  him.  In  doing  this,  he  had  held  up  a  magic 
mirror  to  the  country.  He  had  placed  before  the 
House  the  means  by  which  members  could  read 
their  own  hearts.  When  gentlemen  undertook  to 
arraign  him  for  alleged  sins  against  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  form  of  our  Government,  and  put  up* 
on  him  an  imputation  which  could  not  be  fotind  in 
his  speech,  and  which  he  diallenged  them  to  justi- 
fy by  pointing  out  one  sentence^— >when  gentlemen 
come  here  into  the  House  and  do  this,  he  declared 
that  it  was  an  endeavor  to  pass  upon  the  country 
the  false  coin  of  political  profession.  Was  there 
any  one  who  would  say  that,  of  S43  members  of 
this  House,  every  man  was  free  from  political  mo- 
tives in  his  conduct?  He  repelled  the  charges 
which  they  made  upon  him  and  upon  the  Admin- 
istration; and  he  should  endeavor  to  show  that  they 
proceeded  only  from  interested  motives,  whether 
of  fame,  wealth,  power,  or  anything  else  by  Which 
men  were  banded  together  as  parlies.  What  was 
a  party?  He  defined  a  party  to  be  an  association 
of  men  seeking  to  get  pov^er. 

When  they  talked  of  principles,  what  did  they 
mean?  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Ilia- 
shall]  did  not  develop  any  principles  on  which  he 
acted.  Principle  with  that  gentleman  was  a  meet- 
tire^the  United  States  bank.  Did  the  United  States 
bank  conetituie  principle?  Did  the  sub-treasury  of 
itself  constitute  a  principle?  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  McKbon]  nods  assent.  If  such  a 
thing  constituted  principle,  he  (Mr.  C.)  scorned  the 
idea.  He  did  not  recognise  the  notion  that  the 
question  whether  the  public  depositee  should  be 
kept  by  a  cashier  or  an  agent,  constituted  a  prin- 
ciple. He  scorned  the  idea  that  a  man  should  be 
called  a  traitor  if  he  did  not  rally  around  the  sub- 
treasury.  He  well  understood  what  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  McEkom]  meant  by  prin- 
ciples; and  that  was,  the  restoration  of  the  expelled 
Bourbons,,  and  with  them  the  revival  of  their  repu- 
diated sub  treasury — a  return  to  power,  to  revenge 
ibemseWes  upon  those  who  had  an  agency  in  their 
expulsion.  As  to  the  principles  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Marshall]  he  should  wait 
until  that  gentleman  should  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  develop  them,  before  he  made  any  eom- 
ments. 

Thus,  then,  when  be  saw  that  the  questions  now 
agitating  the  country  were  questions  of  party;  that 
parties  were  divided  upon  the  issue  of  what  they 
called  the  principles  of  a  national  bank  and  a  sub- 
treasury,  be  thought  it  was  time  for  the  country  to 
interfere,  and  prevent  the  interests  of  the  people 
from  being  crushed  between  the  upper  and  nether 
millstones.  For  presenting  the  true  issue  to  the 
country,  and  for  calling  upon  the  House  to  aid  the 
constitutional  chief  of  the  Government  in  carrying 
on  the  Government,  he  had  been  accused  of 
offering  at  auction  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government!  When  he  saw  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  R.  W.  Thompson]  occupying 
an  hour  in  expanding  a  paragraph  from  the  Globe 
into  a  speech,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
responding  to  the  strain  of  his  argument,  he  was 
reminded  of  a  portion  of  the  funeral  oration  of 
Antony  over  Csesar,  (which  Mr.  C.  recited  }  When 
he  found  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  taking  up 
the  interested  lead  of  the  Globe,  and  re-echoing 
the  charges  of  the  Globe,  he  asked  himself,  was 
that  gentleman  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Baren  for 
the  Presidency?  If  nor,  he  could  not  explain  why 
that  gentleman  had  fallen  into  the  trap  set  by 
this  organ  ef  Mr.  Van  Buten;  and  it,  indeed, 
seemed  to  him  that  the  gentleman,  and  those  who 
followed  him,  were  like  the  wild  bull  in  the  Spanish 
shows,  who  rushed  at  the  red  flag  neld  out  to  him, 
whilst  the  matador  stood  by  to  plunge  die  dagger 
in  his  side. 

He  would  ask  gentlemen  to  consider  the  merits 
of  this  debate.  What  was  the  point  in  the  elo- 
quent denunciations  and  the  continued  invectives 
which  had  been  heaped  upon  him?  He  argued 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  peculiarly 
a  nation  of  political-readers,  and  that  they  prided 
themselves  upon  their  political  information;  but,  in 
their  reading,  there  was  too  much  of  party — too 
much  of  the  superficial  party  discussions  of  the 
day.  If  a  man  advanced  a  general  idea  of  politi- 
cal action  apart  from  party,  the  people  fell  into 
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spasms  ai  the  paradox;  and  the  reaiark  was  iane> 
diaiely  made  a  subject  of  attack  by  all  the  ebaa. 
pions  of  party.  This  was  illustrated  by  the  tteat^ 
nent  of  a  remark  made  by  him  at  the  last  sessioo, 
upon  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent. For  weeks  together,  he  was  denounced  for 
advancing  the  very  idea  which  was  to  be  found  ia 
th^  works  of  Madison.  But  it  was  necessary,  to 
be  made  a  topic  of  reproach  against  one  of  ifas 
friends  of  the  President;  and,  therefore,  it  did  not 
avail  anything  to  show  that  he  was  right,  and  that 
the  very  doctrine  which  he  advanced  was  ones  at> 
tered  by  Henry  Clay  in  a  corresponding  debate  ia 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  The  same  line  of 
debate  was  renewed  upon  him  at  the  present  sn- 
aion. 

The  position  of  the  two  great  parties,  and  those 
few  who  stood  here  to  defend  the  tfets  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, was  peculiar.  Our  Government  wu 
now  undergoing  a  test  in  a  new  particular.  Thii 
was  the  first  time  that  the  Administration  of  ih» 
Government  had  ever  devolved  upon  the  Vice 
President.  Now,  he  had  called  upon  the  people 
and  the  House  to  adapt  themselves  to  that  contin- 
gency, and  support  the  Constitution;  for  with  the 
''constitutional  fact'*  was  associated  the  partf 
fact;  and  whilst  the  President  was  not  a  party  chief, 
there  was  a  party  chief  of  the  party  in  power. 
The  question  was,  whether  there  could  be  two 
Administrations— one,  a  constitutional  Admmistn- 
tion,  by  the  President;  and  the  other,  a  party  Ad- 
ministration, exercised  by  a  party  chief  ia  the 
Capitol?  With  this  i^.^ue  before  him— whether  the 
President,  or  the  party  leader — thechief  in  the  White 
House,  or  the  chief  in  the  Capitol — should  car^  on 
the  Administration — he  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  which  be 
owed  to  the  Government  of  his  country  to  give  his 
aid  to  the  constitutional  chief.  That  was  the  retl 
question  which  had  pervaded  all  our  contests  thus  far. 
He  said  to  the  majority  here,  that  it  was  no  less 
their  duty  to  their  party  than  to  their  country,  if 
they  expected  to  succeed,  to  aid  the  Administia- 
tion  in  carrying  on  the  Government.  It  was  not 
merely  the  only  mode  in  which  they  could  cany  on 
the  Government,  but  also  the  only  means  by  which 
they  could  maintain  the  ascendency  of  their  party 
in  power.  Every  consideration  of  duty  invoked 
them  to  sustain  the  President. 

He  (Mr.  C.)  bad  been  charged  with  separation 
from  the  Whig  party  as  a  crime.  He  would  say 
that,  had  that  party  followed  his  advice,  they  would 
now  have  been  powerful,  united,  and  omnipotent, 
as  at  the  commencement  of  the  Administration;  bnt 
he  was  overruled,  and  the  batteries  of  the  two  po« 
litical  parties  were  both  turned  upon  the  President. 
The  question  with  all  was.  What  were  the  interests 
of  party?  From  that  time  all  discussions  were  bnt 
the  voice  and  the  edie  of  party.  The  inquiry  did 
not  arise  how  the  public  interests  were  to  be  afleet> 
ed  by  any  measure;  but  the  President  was  aceased 
of  treason,  whenever  he  did  not  approve  of  it. 
Yes;  the  President  was  accused  of  treason— not  to 
the  Constitution,  nor  to  the  Government  of  his  coun- 
try, but  to  party.  Instead  of  asking  what  was  the 
Presidents  duty  to  the  country,  they  only  inquired 
what  he  ought  to  do  for  the  party.  In  this  view  of 
matters,  he  (Mr.  C.)  took  his  stand  in  defence  of 
the  Constitution.  He  cared  not  what  might  be  lbs 
clamors  of  j>ariy  men  raised  around  him.  He 
should  stand  and  peimit  himself  to  be  hewn  down, 
rather  than  yield  any  of  the  positions  which  he  hsd 
taken.  In  this  spirit  he  came  to  touch  upon  the 
topics  advanced  in  the  general  debate  upon  the 
moiits  of  the  Administration..  Bach  party  nad  sn 
interest  in  misconstruing  the  Administratioii.  All 
parties  here  wished  to  break  it  down,  by  making  tn 
attack  on  the  motives  of  its  friends. 

They  expected  it;  they  were  ready  to  encounter 
it;  they  appealed  to  time  for  a  judgment  on  their 
actions,  and  the  course  they  had  pursued.  Wbst 
wasit  that  the  gentlemen  from  Maine  IMr.  Fis* 
8BKDBN]  and  Indiana  [Mr.  R.  W.  Thompsoit] 
and  Vermont  [Mr.  Evsbktt]  had  imputed  to  them; 
giving  the  lead  in  this  debate  to  all  the  denancia^ 
tions  which  had  >  been  poured  upon  them?  The 
gentleman  from  Maine  admitted  that  he  had  adopt- 
ed the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  in  char- 
ging him  (Mr.  Cijsuiiro)  with  ofiering  tb«  power  of 
this  Government  at  auction,  as  the  price  with  which 
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to  ptirehase  a  party  in  that  House;  and  he  chal- 
lenged the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  point  ont  a 
sentence  of  his  speech  which  conld  bear  sDch  a 
eonstrnction. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  rose;  bat 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  could  not  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said,  then,  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman wonld  not  cbalteoge  him  for  an  explana- 
tion, unless  he  wonld  yield  the  floor,  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  make  it. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  the  gentleman  could  not  es- 
cape in  that  way.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
spread  oat  an  article  of  the  Globe,  and  he  would 
have  opportunity  sufficient  to  explain  hereafter; 
bat  he  (Mr.  Cushivc)  could  not  now  yield  any  part 
of  the  half  honr  that  remained  to  him. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  had  said  that,   in- 
stead of  replying  to  the  gentleman  from  Tenne.«see, 
[Mr.  AavoLo]  who  commenced  this  debate,he  (Mr. 
C.)  had  only  devoted  ten  lines  to  that  gentleman^s 
speech. 
Mr.  FBSSENDBN  rose. 
Mr.  PROPFIT.    "Order !"  "order !'» 
Mr.  CUSHING  refused  to  yield  the  floor,  and 
coniioued    his   remarks.     The   eentleman   from 
Maine  said  he  (Mr.  C.)  began  the  attack  on  the 
Whig  party  at  tne  extra  ^ession;  bui  he  di^nied  that 
that  was  true.     Het<pokv  but  once  on  party  ques- 
tions at  the  ex'ra  scs5ioo,  and  then  in  reply  to  as- 
saaltif  on  the  Administration. 
Mr.  FESSENDEN  again  rose,  but 
Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  could  not— he  would 
not — ^yield  any  part  of  the  sma  1  portion  of  time 
remaining  to  him,  and  continued.    The  gentleman 
from  Maine  said  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
second  session,  he  b€«;an  a  like  cour;<e  of  remark; 
but  be  (Mr.  C.)  said  that  was  not  true.    Late  in, 
or  about  the  middle  of  the  se58ion,  he  did  reply  to 
▼arious  speeches;  but  h^  did  not  begin  the  attack 
on  any  gentleman,  or  any  party.    It  wa3  after  a 
debate  in  which  many  gentlemen  had  spoken,  that 
he  replied  to   those  gentlemen.    The  gentleman 
from  Maine  then  proceeded  to  say,  that,  in  the  con- 
troversy of  the  last  session,  it  was  not  as  alleged  by 
him — it  was  not  a  fact  that  the  Whig  party  waf 
broken  to  pieces  against  the  fixed  consiitoiional 
fact  of  the  constitutional^ power  of  the  President; 
bat  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  disappointment 
felt  on  the  failnre  of  measures  of  relief.     What 
measores?     Did  not   the  President  concur  with 
the   Hoast  in   the   enactment  of  the   bankrupt 
lawl    And  when   had  he  asked  for  its  repeal? 
Did    not    the   President  concur  in    the  passage 
oi  the  distribation  act?    And  when  the  House 
and  the   Senate  chose  to  pass  measures  for  relief, 
what  measares  did  they  pass  in  which  the  Presi> 
dent  did  not  concur?    Tnere  was  nothing  bnt  the 
United  States  Bank  in  which ,  he  did  not  concur; 
and  he  (Mr.  C.)  appealed  to  this  House,  and  from 
this  House  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
whether  there  was  anything  else;  and  he  there  as^ 
serted  thai  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  were  opposed  to  a  United  States  lank. 

Tbc  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  quoted  from  a 
speech  of  his  in  1834,  on  the  bank  bill,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  an  extreme  inconsistency  on  his 
part;  to  which  he  wonld  only  reply,  that  he  conld 
not  coneeiTe  that  political  blindness  could  be  so 
obtit.«e  as  not  to  perceive  that  the  experience  of  the 
last  fonr  years  in  the  history  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  must  have  affected  every  one's  judgment  in 
regard  to  that  bank.  Were  they  expected  to  fix 
ttieir  jadgments  and  opinions  on  what  they  wereba- 
fore  that  period?  Were  they  expected  to  retain  opin- 
ions held  before  the  gross  corruptions  and  abuses  of 
that  bank  were  brought  to  light?  He  denied  that  the 
people  of  the  United  S  ates,  <5r  a  majority  of  them, 
were  ia  favor  of  a  United  States  bank;  but  if  this 
were  so,  it  did  net  change  the  nature  of  the  con- 
stitotional  fact  to  which  he  had  adverted. 

Hi r.  C.  then  referred  to  and  quoted  some  re- 
marks of  Mr.  FcssENDBir,  in  which  he  spoke  of 
the  power  of  the  President  over  the  public  press, 
and  of  the  venality  and  corruption  of  some  of  the 
"Wbig  sewspapersi  Mr.  C.  said  that  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  involved  two  facts.  In  the  first 
plSfee,  there  was  the  allegation  that  the  entire  Whig 
press  was  venal;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  it  was 
bought  Dp  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


There  could  be  no  other  meaning  attached  to  the 
gentleman^  remarks.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman, 
he  denied  th:  venality  of  the  press  in  these  broad 
terms.  He  admitted  that  there  was  much  of  the 
extreme  of  faction  in  it;  there  was  faction  in  that 
House,  and  among  the  people;  and  it  was  conse- 
quent on  the  common  passions  of  our  nature:  bnt 
it  was  not  true  that  the  press  was  thus  venal, 
and  under  the  control  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  that,  being  bribed  by  him,  it  had  ca- 
lumniated the  present  Congress.  The  gentleman - 
had  supposed  an  impossible  fact.  The  President 
never  possessed  the  patronage  sufficient  to  mate- 
rially affect  the  press;  and  what  little  patronage  he 
did  possess,  bad  been  taken  away  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  then 
proceeded  to  arraign  him  (Mr.  C.)  as  a  no-party 
man,  and  to  pick  out  of  the  newspapers  and  quote 
against  him  a  migratory  paragraph  which  some"  of 
them  had  extracted  from  Jonathan  Swift;  and 
Jonathan  Swifr,  the  most  corrupt  tory  of  the 
corrupt  reign  of  Ctuem  Anne,  with  Lord  Bo- 
lingbrokc  by  his  side,  was  used  to  arraign  hi/n 
for  his  speeches  in  an  American  Congress.  All 
the  coarse  denunciations  of  that  man,  (who  was 
not  inaptly  termed  the  libeller  of  his  generation,) 
vented  forth  against  :he  party  opposed  to  him,  in 
order  that  be  might  hound  on  the  dcgs  of  faction, 
were  quoted  against  him,  because  he  deprecated 
faction  and  parly  excitement.  He  was  ashamed 
that  any  gen.lemah  should  come  into  that  House, 
and  read  lessons  on  party  spirit  from  tde  most  fac- 
tions and  corrupt  writer  that  ever  existed.  There 
were  lessons  on  that  subject,  which  it  would  better 
have  become  the  gentleman  to  read  from;  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  farewell  address  of  the  Father  of 
his  Country,  from  which  the  most  whelesome  and 
useful  instructions  could  be  drawn.  He  would 
have  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  also,  [Mr. 
Gordon,]  who  seemed  to  correspond  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  in  his  ideas  of  the  ble8sing<«  of  party 
spirit,  to  reflect  on  the  same  lessons.  He  wonld  have 
that  gentleman  and  his  colleague  [Mr.  McKaoa] 
to  remember  the  letter  of  Andrew  Jackson  in 
1616,  to  James  Monroe,  in  which  he  also  in- 
voked his  countrymen  to  banish  all  party  spirit  from 
their  councils.  On  this  subject  he  must  advert  to 
what  was  an  indisputable  fact  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  There  had  been  two  combinations  of  re- 
publics precisely  analogous  to  ours— he  meant  the 
republics  of  GIreece  and  the  Italian  Republics. 
Both  these  republics  were  bonnd  together  by  a 
community  of  language  and  of  customs,  of  origin 
and  of  interest.  Any  one  who  would  read  and 
reflect  upon  their  histories,  wonld  see  that  it  was 
party  spirit,  and  the  spirit  of  faction,  that -caused 
their  overthrow.  As  illustrative  of  this  fact,  he 
begged  leave  to  read  a  passage  from  the  Warrior 
statesman  and  historian  of .  one  of  these  confeder- 
ated repablies — ^Thoeydides. 

[Mr.  C.  here  read  the  extract  which  he  alluded 
to] 

Now,  it  f eemed  to  be  supposed  by  these  two 
great  parties  that  the  moderate  men  of  the  House 
and  country  were  to  be  the  victims  of  both  of 
them.  He  begged  gentlemen  not  to  delude  them- 
selves with  the  idea  that  he  was  a  moderate  man, 
or  that  he  had  the  least  idea  of  becsming  the  pass- 
ive victim,  in  the  words  of  Thacydides,of  thesetwo 
factions.  Had  not  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wise]  and  himself  opinions  of  their  own, 
which  they  possessed  the  right  to  advocate  and  de- 
fendl  So  far  as  they  had  the  power  to  influence 
the  opinions  of  the  people  of -the  United  Slates,  it 
was  their  right  and  their  duty  to  exert  it,  as  well  as 
the  mhi  and  duty  of  the  men  connected  with 
this  Administration.  Instead  of  holdiog  out  the 
spoils  of  office,  as  the  genileman  from  In- 
diana charged  him  with  doing,  he  did  but 
exercise  the  right  and  duty  belonging  to  him  and 
every  citizen »  to  be  heard  at  a  proper  time  on  the 
question  of  the  Presidency.  Tliis  the  gentleman 
called,  like  the  chief  of  the  Piseiorian  bands,  pot- 
ting up  the  empire  at  auction.  Now,  he  should 
soppose  that  the  language  he  nse^^  would,  ins'ead 
of  being  considered  a  tender,  or  a  seduction,  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  an  indecent  threat  on  the 
House;  for  that,  and  that  alone,  was  the  disingen- 
uovs  construction  that  conld  be  put  on  his  Ian- 
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gnage.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  as  he  had 
already  said,  did  not  signalize  any  portion  ofhia 
remarks  on  which  he  founded  the  imputations  ha 
east  ont.  Till  the  gentleman  did  that,  he  had  no  , 
answer  to  make,  except  the  one  be  would  now  ' 
give— and  that  was,  the  moft  emphatic  denial  of 
all  these  impntations.  When  the  g^tleman  could 
put  his  hand  on  that  portion  of  his  temaiks  on 
which  he  founded  4hesi*  impnta  ions,  then  it 
would  be  time  enough  for  him  to  answer  them.. 
No  gentleman  had  >et  done  it;  and,  ih  ugh  he 
had  challenged  them  again  and  again  to  do  so^ 
they  confined  themselves  to  these  aeneral  dennn* 
ciations.  It  would  be  in  vain  for  him  to  combat 
this  man  of  straw  which  gentlemen  had  raised  up; 
and  he  would,  therefore,  dismiss  that  part  of  the 
subject. 

It  was  bis  wish — and.  but  for  the  limltauon  of  the 
time  allowed  him,  it  was  his  intention— to  comment 
particularly  on  the  speech  of  the  gentl^Vian  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  BATNxa,]  as  well  as  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana;  but  he  was 
admoni  bed  by  hi«  fiiends  around  him  that  his 
lime  was  fast  passing  away.  He  would  n»erely 
say,  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of  ihe  genilemaa 
from  North  Carolina,  that  he,  in  common  with  the 
gentleman « from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Masshall,]  did 
not  impute  to  htm  (Mr.  C)  corropi  motives*' 
though  tie  imputed  what  he  (Mr.  C.)  wax  boand 
to  di.'-avow.  The  gentleman  from  Nrnb  Carolina 
in  the  rhetorical  illustration  and  ezagiteration  of 
his  ideas,  (soeommr>n  with  members  m  that  floor,) 
objected  that,  in  the  face  ef  this  House  and  the 
nation,  he  (Mr.  C  )  had  declared  that  ihe  power 
and  patronage  of  this  Government  would  be  exer- 
cised in  favor  of  those  in  power.  Now  he  denied 
that  he  ever  made  any  such  declaration;  and  ho 
challenged  the  gentleman  to  show  it.  The  remark 
he  nude  had  a  Ur  different  tendency,  and  rose  far 
above  the  murky  atmosphere  which  per vatied  that 
House.  His  allusion  was  to  the  carrying  on  of 
the  Government,  and  to  the  diity  of  every  man, 
no  matter  to  what  party  he  belonged,  to  eo-cperale 
with  tbe  Piesident  in  that  object.  It  was  immate- 
rial whether  the  Government  was  carried  on  bj 
Whig  or  Democratic  vo*es,  or  by  a  combinaUon  oC 
both,  so  that  it  was  rightfully  administeted.  If  it 
conld  not  be  carried  on  by  Whig  votes,  might  it 
not  be  carried  on  by  De'mocratic  votes,  or  by  a  com- 
bination of  parts  of  both?  It  was  all  idle  delnsioa 
to  say  that  there  was  anything  wrong  in  thePresi* 
dent*<  calling  on  either  of  the  two  parties,  or  on 
both,  to  aid  him  in  carrying  on  the  Government. 
Did  any  gentleman  complain  of  the  tariff  law  o£ 
the  last  session,  because  it  was  carried  by  a  com- 
bination of  Whig  and  Democratic  votesi  Was 
that  corruption,  any  more  than  the  Pre^ident*s  carry- 
ing on  the  Gcvefnment  by  tbe  aid  of  any  votes  ha 
might  get  for  that  purpose?  There  was  no  more 
wrong  in  the  fact  that  he,  a  member  of  that 
House,  should  carry  an  important  measure  either 
by  Whig  or  Democratic  votes,  as  he  could  get 
them,  than  for  the  President  to  carry  on  the  Qoy* 
ernment  by  tbe  same  means. 

In  tbe  few  moments  left  him^  he  desired  to  saj 
that  this  Administration  stood  upon  its  acts  and 
measures,  and  went  before  the  country  by  whom 
it  was  to  be  judged  upon  them.  AH  these  ques- 
tions of  the  hour  wonld  pass  away  with  the  honr; 
they  were  transient,  and  conld  not  awake  the  in- 
terest of  posterity.  They  would  pass  away;  and 
if  this  Administration  was  to  be  condemned— & 
which  he  was  sure  that  it  ceuld  not  Justly* 
be  by  those  then,  around  them,  upon  its  acts 
and  measures— it  would  appeal  to  posterity  against 
the  party  excesses  and  extravagant  acts  of  party 
spirit  which  occasioned  its  condemnation.  It  had 
been  too  much  tbe  custom  in  that  Hoose  to  indulge, 
on  general  questions,  in  broad  and  sweeping  dennn- 
'ciations  of  m^n;  to  talk  of  treachery,  and  of  the 
shameless  aots  of  the  Erecutive,  and  those  around 
him;'and  this  was  to  delude,  the  public  mind,  and  to 
stimulate  it  into  hostility  to  the  Administration* 
He  did  not  know  bnt  that  the  indignation  ex- 
cited by  such  of  these  denunciations  as  had  fallen 
to  his  share,  might  have  caused  him  to  retaliate,  by 
nsing  corresponding  Ispguagc.  If  so,  he  regretted 
it,  and  hoped  that  he  might  be  excnsifd  for  it.  -  He 
might  now  move  the  previous  queslion;  bat  would 
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decline  doing  so,  as  some  gentlemen  mig^ht  wish  Co 
reply  to  ihem. 

Afr.  FES8ENDEN  said,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massaiehiisetts  had  saeh  opportunity  to  prepare  a 
defence,  \tt  really  bad  supposed  they  should  have 
bad  something  like  an  argument.  The  gentleman 
from  iMassaebnsetts  must  have  understood  the 
sentiment  of  th^House  respecting  his  remarks  on 
a  previous  occasion — ^for  all  sides  of  the  House 
put  the  same  construction  on  them;  and  he  took  it 
lor  grasted,  the  gentleman's  explanation  would 
now  be  made.  But  he  put  it  lo  the  House,  as  to  a 
jury,  on  the  case,  whether  they  had  had  anything 
10  the  gentleman's  speech,  this  morning,  except  the 
merest  special  pleading  in  defence  of  himself. 
Why  did  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  con* 
fioe  himself  to  a  single  sentence  of  his(MrF.'8) 
speech? 

He  pursued  this  train  of  remark;  and  of  the 
speech  t<f  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he 
said  the  House  judged  not  by  a  single  sentence, 
but  by  its  whole  tenor. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  insisted  that  a  false  construe- 
lion  had  been  put  on  his  remarks.  He  had  made 
»neh  remarks  in  his  place  as  he  had  a  right  to 
make,  and  they  had  been  misrepresented. 

Mr.  FE39BNDEN  said  the  gentleman's  speech 
was  published  in  the  new8napers,'and  its  truth  and 
accuracy  were  not  denied;  and  if  it  was  not 
conect,  be  bad  had  an  opportunity  to  say  what  he 
did  mean. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  the  two  gen- 
tlemen respecting  the  pubUshed  reports  of  their 
respective  speeches,  and  other  matters  of  no  public 
importance. 

Mr.  FE8SBNDBN  then  resumed;  and,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  accusation  of  the  gentleman  from  If  as* 
sachusett*,  that  he  had  charged  that  gentleman 
with  beginning  the  attack  on  the  Whigs  at  the  ez- 
'  tra  session,  he  said  he  denied  that  he  had  said  any 
&neh  thing. 

Mr.  GUSHING.    It  is  in  your  printed  speech. 

Mr.  FESSEN DBN.  I  said  no  such  thing  as 
that  ibe  gentleman  "began  tlu  attack."  I  said  that 
he  began  kit  attack  at  the  extra  session;  and  I  ask 
the  gentleman  jf,  at  that  session,  he  did  not  attack 
the  Whig  partyl 

In  such  explanatory  observations,  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  continued  his  speech  in  reply  to  the 
various  branches  of  that  of  the  gentleman  frem 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  a.  DAVIS*  then  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  R.  yr.  THOMPSON  appealed  te  him  to 
yield  i?,  for  ihe  purpose  of  enabliog  him  to  reply 
lothe  remarks  of  Uie  gentleman  from  Maasachu- 
setts  [Mr.  CusBwo.] 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  declined  yielding  the  floor,  glad 
as  he  should  be  to  oblige  his  friendJrom  Indiana. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  said  be  would  make 
a  remark,  ezpressiig  his  reason  for  desiring  to  re- 
ply to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Massa- 
chusetts at  this  time.  •'Aat  gentleman,  afier  21 
days  of  deliberation,  reflection,  tfhd  study,  now 
came  here  and  charged  him  with  expanding  an  ed- 
itorial article  in  the  Globe  into  a  long  speech. 
Now,  he  wished  the  opportunity  to  reply  to  this 
charge  impromptu — to  take  up  the  club,  and  dare 
the  geaileman  to  meet  him — to  challenge  him  to 
a  debate  on  the  spot,  without  prompting  from  any 
editor,  or  from  elsewhere. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  said  the  time  was  so  short,  and, 
if  he  yielded  the  floor,  it  was  so  uncertain  whether 
he  could  sgain  obtain  it,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
go  on  with  bis  remarks.  He  then  proceeded  to 
say  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  this  biU,  (the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law.)  In  so  announcing  himself,  it 
would  be  sufficient  for  him  to  say  that  his  course 
was  taken  in  consequence  of  the  well-settled  and 
well-ascertained  wishes  of  his  constituenta— nine  in 
ten  of  whom  were  opposed  to  the  law.  He.  ad- 
raiited  that  he  was  not  bound  to  obey  all  the  admo- 
nitions of  popular  feeling;  but,  in  the  present  in- 
sunce,  their  judgment  was  the  result  of  lime  and 
of  deliberation. 

He  felt  aratified  at  the  party  character  which 
the  debate  had  taken,  because  he  held  it  to  be  im- 
fortani  to  the  preservation  of  the  institutions  of 
the  country  that  the  measures  of  its  admiidatnitive 


and  legislative  departments  should  be  strictly  scru- 
tinized and  investigated.  Were  he  in  power,  he 
should  not  shun  auy  investigation. 

He  replied  to  the  portion  of  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  CnsHiMo,]  re- 
lating to  the  alleged  dictation  of  the  ex-Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clay.]  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  declared  that  there  were  but  two  al- 
ternatives— one,  a  constitutional  administration, 
uader  the  lead  of  the  President;  and  the  other,  a 
faction,  under  the  lead  of  the  Senator  from  Ejen- 
tucky.  Such  remarks  were  no  more  nor  less  than 
calumnies  on  that  distinguished  man;  and  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  what  principle  Mr.  Clay 
had  changed,  by  which  he  bad  obtained  the  ill-will 
of  the  gentleman,  after  having  had  his  support  for 
fifteen  years  previous  to  the  extra  sessioni  He 
asked.  Did  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  bring  for- 
ward any  new  measure  at  the  extra  session?  Did 
he  enter  upon  any  untrodden  path,  in  order  to  em- 
barrass the  path  of  John  Tyler?  No,  was  the  an- 
swer. 

He  replied  to  the  remark  so  often  to  be  found  in 
the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  Whigs  were  embarrassing  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Tyler;  and  enumerated  teii 
measures  passed  at  the  extra  session  by  the  Whigs, 
and  opposed  by  the  Democrats,  all  of  which  meas- 
ures, he  said,  were  necessary  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  carry  on  the  Government — the  repeal  of 
the  sub-treasury,  the  donation  >to  Mrs.  Harrison, 
the  distribution  law,  the  bankrupt  law,  the  loan 
biU,  the  fortification  bill,  the  bill  to  pay  the  debts 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  the  change  of  the 
lariflf,  by  adding  three  new  articles,  and  saving 
the  treasury,  and  the  two  bank  bills.  All  these 
measures  were  recommended  by  the  President, 
and  supported  by  the  Whigs,  and  opposed  by  the 
Democrats;  yet  the  Whigs  were  charged  with  ob- 
structing Mr.  Tyler.  He  also  enumerated  ten 
measures  passed  by  the  Whigs  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Ty- 
ler; all  of  which  were  opposed  by  the  Democratic 
party. 

He  went  into  the  subjfct  of  the  party  relations 
subsisting  between  the  President  and  the  two  par- 
ties, at  large;  commenting  upon  the  course  of  Mr. 
Webster,  and  eulogizing  the  public  conduct  and 
political  career  of  Mr.  Clay.  He  concluded  his 
remarks  at  half  past  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  entered  Into  a  legal  and  con- 
stitutional afgument  in  explanation  of  his  objec- 
tions to  the  bankrupt  law:  and  then  said,  that  be- 
yond those  objections,  he  had  the  imperative  voice 
of  his  constituents  at  home  to  urge  him  on  to  seek 
its  repeal.  He  next  went  into  the  general  subject 
of  debate,  with  which  be  consumed  his  hour. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  re- 
marked, that  as  he  was  in  some  measure  responsi- 
ble for  Uie  present  debate,  by  his  having  moved  the 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  as  several  gentlemen  had  spoken,  he 
would  now  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  appealed  to  his  colleague 
not  to  withdraw  the  motion,  in  order  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  reply  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachuaeits,  [Mr. 
CusHiao.] 

Mr.  PROFFIT  declined  doing  so. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  inquired  iC  he  could 
not  renew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  too  late. 

So  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  goes  to 
the  Senate  forthwith. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Fbioat,  January  90, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  titn.  laid  before  the  Sen* 
ate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, covering  reports  from  the  Surveyors  Gene- 
ral of  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  the  Territories  of 
Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  which  had  not  been  received 
at  that  department  when  the  annual  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  sent 
io;  which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 


praying  for  the  passage  of  the  exchequer  plaa; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRAFTS,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  peti- 
tion and  papers  of  the  administrator  of  Joseph 
Bdson. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  flrom  Chailes 
L.  Williamson,  late  commander  in  the  Uaittd 
States  navy,  praying  Congress  to  grant  him  a  oea- 
sion  for  disability  incurred  In  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  os 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
from  the  House  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
enrolment  or  register  of  the  Nueva  Granada.'* 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  & 
bill  to  dedare  Robbinston,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  a 
port  of  entry;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  i 
second  reading. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  authorizing  the  snrfey 
of  a  direct  communication  between  Albemtrle 
sound  and  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back  to  the  Senate,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  ptii^ 
House  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  cf  Nancy  Hambright,  the 
widow  of  Captain  John  Hambright,  deceaseid. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Wiley. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Sweetmaa;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Damarine,  die 
having  died  pending  the  claim. 

Mr.  8.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed)  adverse 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the 
reliefof  Gideon  A.  Perry. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  petition  of 
John  Bosworth,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pul- 
sions, reported  back,  without  amendment,  mid  with 
a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  Hoosf  bills  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Nimblett,  and  the  bill  grant 
ing  a  pension  to  Israel  Thomas. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  anadverJt 
report  on  the  bill  from  tfa%  House  for  the  relief  of 
Anne  Royall,  the  widow  of  Captain  Wm.  Royallt 
deceased. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
diciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Reckless. 

Mr.  WILTJAM8,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Mary  A.  Boyd,  widow  o(  Thomas  J.  Boyd,  laie 
surgeon  in  the  United  States  navy,  for  a  pension. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pasa,  the  bill  foe 
the  relief  of  Richard  Coxe,  jr.,  Robert  AndeisoD, 
and  George  W.  Southall. 

Mr.  DATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petition  of  the  widow 
of  William  Davis,  for  arrears  of  pension;  and  the 
petition  of  Charles  Larrabee,  for  an  increase  and 
arrearage  of  pension;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial  from  sundry 
merchants  and  others  of  the  city  q(  Baltimore,  r^ 
monstrating  against  the  repoU  of  the  bankrupt 
law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  Hoase 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Horace  Wetherell. 

Tbe  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  the  payment  of 
judgment  obtained  by  tbe  United  Slates  against  tbe 
Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  the  Agrienl- 
tural  Bank  of  Mississippi,  was  taken  up  as  in 
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eommittee  .'of  the  whole,  on  certain  amandments, 
which  were  agreed  to;  and,  there  being  no  motion 
to  farther  amend  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 

IDg. 

CHARTER  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

Hm  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Al- 
exandria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  talren 
mpt  read  the  aeeond  time,  and  taken  np  as  in  com* 
aiitee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  MILLER  explained  that  the  object  of  the 
faiU  was  to  allow  the  legal  voters  of  that  town  the 
right  10  elect  their  major  by  ballot.  He  was  now 
eteeM  by  the  common  conneil.  The  passage  of 
the  bill  was  wged  not  only  by  a  majority  of  the 
eommmi  cooncil,  but  by  a  larga  majority  of  the 
peopk.  The*  Committee  on  the  District  had  re- 
porird  ikvonhlf  te  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  remariced  that  the  Senator 
lh»m  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Mzllu]  spoke  of,  legal 
▼olers.  He  wished  to  be  inlormed  what  were  the 
qRalkiaaiions  for  a  legal  Toter  in  that  town. 

Mf .  MILLER  replied,  that  to  be  a  legal  Toler, 
a  perton  most  be  31  years  of  age,  be  a  freeholder, 
and  mast  ha?e  resided  in  the  towa  one  year  pren* 
one  U>  the  election. 

Ibare  being  no  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  it  was 
f  cporled  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  QRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bili  from  the  Hoose, 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Tuck. 

BIr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  resolution,  so 
to  amend  the  33d  rule  of  the  Senate  as  to  add  to 
tlie  list  of  standing  committees  a  Committee  on 
Territories. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table  ene  day,  under 
ihemle. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  House 
bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  lo  the 
act  of  34th  May,  1838,  to  continue  a  copyright  to 
John  Rowleit." 

The  bill  entiiied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Lord;**  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charlea  B.  Hall. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

House  bill  entitled  **An  set  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law,**  was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  BERRIEN,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Henry 
Wilde  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mf  .  BERRIEN  explained  that  the  object  of  this 
bin  was  to  secure  to  Mr.  Wilde,  an  American  citi- 
zen, the  benefits  of  our  copyright  law,  in  relation 
to  the  nrodnctions  of  bis  literary  labors,  which  are 
of  such  a  nature  that  he  can  hardly  expect,  in  ihe 
first  instance,  remuneration  for  tbeir  publication 
in  this  country,  until  they  shall  have  gained  some 
celebrity  abroad.  He  is  under  the  impression  that 
he  could  sell  bis  copyright  in  England,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  expease  and  risk  of  getting  out  his 
works,  upon  which  he  has  spept  great  labor,  time, 
and  research.  He  desires  to  be  secured  in  his  right, 
as  aB  American  citiaen,  to  the  benefi  s  of  oor 
copyright  law  in  the  United  States,  after  his  books 
shall  htve  been  published  abroad.  It  was  consid- 
ered by  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  bad  been 
nfeitid,  that  this  was  a  peculiar  esse  in  which  it 
would  be  we\\  to  extend  tbe  indulgence  required. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  ihonght  the  same  case  might  be 
applicable  to  many  authors,  citizens  of  tbe  United 
States;  and  there  could  be  no  reason  in  favor  of 
Ibis  spedal  ca^,  that  would  not  be  equally  fttrong 
in  favor  of  others.  He,  thersfore,  moved  an 
aiQendmeat,  in  substance,  to  strike  out  the  name 
of  *'Richard  Henry  Wilde**  wherever  it  occurred 
in  the  bill^  and  substitute  such  words  as  would 
malw  its  application  general  to  authors,  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  - 

Mx.  BteRIEN  conceived  it  woald-be  best  to 
eoafiae  the  bill  to  the  isolated  case  which  Con* 
mfs  was  tilled  upon  to  act.  He  did  not  thii^k  the 
Senate'  was  prepared  to  go  into  (he  general  subject 


of  re?ising  the  copyright  law.  He  thought  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  allow  this  bill  to  pass, 
end  to  institute  an  inquiry  iitto  tb^B  propriety  of  re- 
vising the  general  law.  ' 

Mr.  TAPPAN  intimated  that,  if  bis  amendment 
was  to  meet  with  opposition,  he  should  require  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  requested  the  bill  and 
amendment  would  be  read. 

They  were  read  accordingly. . 

Mr.  KING  had  not  particularly  examined  into 
the  subject  of  tbe  copyright  law;  but  his  present  im- 
pression was,  that  there  shonld  be  no  legislation  at 
all  in  relation  to  it.  But,  if  a  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate decided  on  passing  this  bill,  it  ought  to  be  made 
general  In  its  application.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion, in  any  case,  to  vote  for  it,  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  principle  of  partial  extensions  of  the 
copyright  law.  If  he  could  have  been  induced  to 
make  any  exception,  it  certainly  would  have  been 
it  favor  of  Mr.  Wilde.  He  was,  however,  com- 
pelled, under  a  sense  of  duty,  to  move  tbe  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  argaed  at  considerable  length 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  and 
in  favor  of  the  propositien  to  legislate  alo&e  on 
this  isolated  case.  If  other  cases  of  like  clalma 
should  hereafter  come  up,  they,  also,  could  be 
legislated  upon  separately.  He  stated  that  the  sub- 
ject of  Mr.  Wilder  labors  was  Italian  literature; 
for  which  there  was  nor,  at  present,  a  market  in 
this  country.  The  bill  only  proposed  that  if,  herer 
after— that  is,  after  the  publication  in  England— 
tbe  work  should  prove  of  such  consequence  as, 
from  its  reputation  abroad,  to  create  a  demand  for 
its  republication  in  this  country,  be  should  be  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  our  copyright  law;  to  which, 
as  an  American  citizen,  he  would  no  questionably 
be  entitlf  d,  without  this  special  act,  but  for  the  pre- 
vious publication  in  England. 

The  debate  was  continued  some  time  by  Messrs.. 
BUCHANAN  and  ALLEN  against  the  bill,  and 
by  Messrs  BERRIEN,  CRITTENDEN,  and  BAY- 
ARD  in  its  ropportjand  by  Messrs.  WOODBURY 
and  CONRAD  in  fivor  of  Mr.  Tappam*8  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  thea  taken  on  Mr.  Kinoes  mo- 
tion of  indefinite  postponement;  and  decided  in 
tbe  negative— yeas  13,  nays  26. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Tappah^ 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

PETERSBURQ  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  bill  for  the  bene- 
fit of  tbe  Petersburg  Railroad  Company  was  taken 
up  on  its  third  reading:. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  thb  was  a 
very  important  bill,  and,  as  the  Senate  was  very 
thin,  he  hoped  it  wonld  be  laid  over. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  there  was  so  little  time  be- 
tween this  and  the  3d  of  March,  that  there  was 
good  reason  to  fear,  if  tbe  bill  was  not  passed  to> 
day,  it  could  not  be  acted  upon  in  lime. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  sorry  to  be 
obliged,  at  so  late  an  hour,  to  trespass  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Senate;  but  he  was  desirous  of  sta- 
ting his  views  upon  this  snbjecu  And,  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  debate,  (for  the  bill  was  not 
going  to  pass  tub  tUetUw,)  he  must  be  permitted  to 
state,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  any  other  than  an 
incorporated  company  would  have  made  the  re- 
quest contained  in  the  memorial  upon  which  this 
bill  was  founded.  He  had  no  prejudice  against  in- 
corporated companies;  but  he  thengbt,  when  they 
reviewed  tbe  history  of  this  railroad-exemption 
question,  they  would  have  every  reasen  for  believ- 
ing that  the  question  ought  to  be  allowed  to  rest,  at 
least,  until  a  general  revision  of  the  tariff'. 

Under  the  aet  of  May,  1830,  privileges  were 
conferred  upon  the  railroad  companies  which  were 
not  enjoyed  by  individuals.  The  farmer,  who  tills 
the  soil— the  merchant,  who  builds  ships  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean,— -all  were  obliged  to  pay  a  duty 
upon  the  iron  which  they  used  in  their  reaneetive 
employments;  but  the  railroad  company  haffmg 
petitioned  Congress,  got  an  aet  passed  to  reduee 
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the  duty  for  their  special  bendit,  from  the  rate 
paid  by  all  other  classea  of  eitixens,  dewn  to  95 
per  cent.  And  not  content  with  this,  two  years 
afterwards  they  petitioned  Congress  again,  and 
were  relieved  from  the  payment  of  all  duties  what- 
ever. And  it  was  an  astonishing  fact,  that  this 
railroad  company,  (if  be  understood  the  matter 
correotly,)  had  got  a  remission  from  Qovernment 
of  dot'es  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  |83.000. 
Roieaaiog  the  duties  upon  their  iron  to  thatamoum,^ 
was  precisely  equal  to  bestowing  npon  them  that  ' 
sum  after  it  had  been  colleeted  and  placed  in  the 
treasury. 

Let  ua  examine  this  matter  a  little  farther.  At 
the  extra  session  in  1841,  the  question  arose, 
whether  railroad  iron  should  be  taxed  as  all 
other  iron?  And  the  Senator  from  Coanecticut  pro- 
posed to  allow  the  railroad  companies^an  extension 
of  the  privilege  of  importing  tfieir  iron  free  of  duly 
until  the  3d  of  March,  1843;  making  a  period  of 
eighteen  months.  He,  (Mr.  B.^  with  that  good 
nature  which  he  tmsted  had  always  charaoteriied 
him,  agreed  that  the  time  should  be  extended.  And 
now  what  was  it  that  they  proposed  ta  do  by  this 
bill?  It  waS  prepaid  that  all  the  railroad  iron 
which  might  be  in  the  country,  under  the  compro- 
mise that  was  made  upon  that  snbjeot,  at  the  extra 
session,  between  the  Senator  from  Qeorsia  and 
himself,  may  be  laid  down  bereaAer;  tbos  le- 
pealing  the  principle  which  was  laid  down  in 
1841  and  in  1842.  What  was  that  principle? 
He  observed  that  a  bill  had  been  reported  by  the 
(Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  other  House, 
riving  to  all  the  railroad  iron  that  may  be  laid 
down  previous  to  tbe  3d  of  Mardi,  1843,  the  privi-  - 
lege  of  drawback  of  all  the  dntles.  What  reason 
was  there  for  exempting  these  corporations  f  om 
the  payment  of  duties,  which  all  other  classes  of 
citizens  were  obliged  lo  pay?  It  was  never  in- 
tended, according  to  the  construction  of  the  original 
law,  to  establish  tbe  principle  that  any  railroad 
company  should  be  permitted  the  opportunity  of 
iutroducing  two  sets  of  rails  without  duty.  The 
old  iron,  when  taken  np,  would  sell  for  more 
than  was  originally  paid  for  it  by  them.  Now, 
under  what  specious  garb  did  this  entering  wedge 
present  itselfl  They  were  told  that  all  the  railroad 
iron  had  been  imported)  and  that  they  could  com- 
ply with  tbe  law,  and  lay  it  all  down  previous  to 
tbe  3d  of  March;  but  that  it  would  be  inconve- 
nient to  do  so.  He  (Mr.  B.)  ^knew  enough  about 
the  construction  of  railroads,  to  know  that  it  was 
the  simple^  thing  in  the  world  to  (ay  down  tbe  iron, 
after  preparation  had  been  made  to. receive  it;  and 
the  sooner  it  was  laid  do w  after  the  road  was  pre-  - 
pared  for  it,  the  better.  As  to  stoppiag  the  travel- 
ling, he  had  ste'n  new  rails  laid  down  when  the  cars  « 
were  passing  twice  every  day.  AH  they  had  to  do 
was  to  connect  the  old  with  the  new  rails.  It  was 
one  of  the  plainest  mechanical  operations  m  the 
world. 

He  was  anxious  to  see  what  would  be  the  result 
of  the  present  application.  He  had  agreed,  In 
good  faith,  to  extend  the  law  of  1841,  until  the  3d 
of  Marclk  1843.  The  company  had  had  eigbtf  en 
months  in  which  to  complete  their  work;  and  they 
now  came  forward  and  said  they  wanted  six  months 
longer.  It  amounted,  in  fact,  to  a  repeal  ot  tbe  du- 
ties on  all  lailroad  ifbn. 

He  would  now  give  the  Senate  a  small  panicle 
of  information  upon  this  subject  of  exemption.  I  n 
consequence  of  the  law  which  they  had  passed, 
placing  a  duty  upon  iron,  two  very  large  establish- 
ments had  been  created  in  Pennsylvania  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  railroad  iron.  One  of 
them,  called  the  Great  Western  Iron  Works,  had 
been  established  with  New  England  capital, 
and  was  situated  upon  the  Alleghany  river. 
The  company  had  contracted  with  Governor 
Morrow,  as  president  of  the  Little  Miami  Railroad 
Company,  for  the  delivery  at  Cincinnati  of  three 
hundred  tons  of  railroad  iron,  at  f  AO  per  ton;  end 
that  it  had  been  delivered  according  to  contract, 
and  was  of  an  excellent  quality.  He  had  been  in- 
formed (hat  these  iron  works  could,  at  the  present 
moment,  manufaeture  100  tons  of  railroad  iron 
per  week,  and  that  they  were  nbw  engaged  in  ma- 
king a  quantity  of  snch  ifon*  either  for  the  State  of 
Indiana*  or  a  company  within  it— he  had   not 


182 


GONORESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


learned  vhJeb.  And  now,  at  the  very  time 
when  this  company  was  maonfactQriRg  railroad 
iron— not  only  to  ihc  exteat*of  (he  demand  within 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  hot  also  fornishinff  the 
(State  of  Indiana— they  were*  applied  to  again,  to 
suspend  the  doty  opon  that  artiele;  thos  boldiog 
ont  to  Pennsylvania  a  promise  to  the  hope,  and 
breaking  it  to  Che  reality:  first, placing  a  dmy  upon 
iron  by  the  tanjOfbill;  and  then,  by  exceptions  snb- 
at^ently  made,  defeating  their  former  act.  And 
for  whose  benefti?  For  the  benefit  of  incorporated 
oompanies.  It  was  (as  he  said  before)  the  entering 
wedge  against  the  common  right  of  the,  citizens  of 
the  tJnited  States. 

«  He  declared  niost  solemnly  that  he  Would  rather, 
at  this  moment.  Vote  for^a  drawback  on  iron  em- 
ployed in  the  building  of  ships,  than  to' vote  for 
this  bill  for  the  ezelnstve  beoefit  of  railroad  com- 
panies, who  were  not  subject  to  foreign  competi- 
tion at  all.  He  thought  the  question  bad  been 
settled.  He  had  yielded  to  the  former  urgent  de- 
mands made  by  associated  wealUi  upon  Congress, 
through  a  spirit  of  comprpmise  and  conciliation. 
Now,  the  demands  were  Repeated;  and  they  might 
rest  fully  assured  that  those  comptuiies  would  never 
be  satisfied,  as  long  as  tbey  continued  to  exist,  with 
the  ordinary  privilege  of  citizens. 

As  regarded  this  company,  he  was  glad  to  hear 
that  tbey  could  lay  down  their  rails  before  the 
dd  of  March,  and  he  thonght  tbey  should  be 
limited  to  that  time.  He  had  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  this  bill  would  pass  the  Senate;  but  he 
did  not  think  it  would  .go  through  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  at  so  galloping  a  rate.  He  had 
neva  heard  of  the  bill  until  yesterday;  and  now  it 
appeared  everything  else  must  be  suspended,  in  or- 
der to  hurry  it  through.  He  was  aware  of  the 
power  of  moneyed 'corporations;  and  that  those 
gentlemen  who  had  presented  their  petitions  would 
remit  no  efforts  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  he  should  look  with  considerable  interest  upon 
the  result.  He  was  anxious  to  know  whether  the 
benefits  of  the  laritf  bill,  which  passed  both  Houses 
by  the  votes  of  Pennsylvania  members,  were  now 
to  be  withdrawn  by  special  legislation. 

He  would  add  nothing  farther;  there  were  other 
gentlemen  in  that  body  «s  deeply  interested  in  this 
question  as  he  himself  was;  he  would  leave  to  them 
the  discussion  of  the  question.  Bat  he  wanted  to 
see  what  would  h»  the  fate  of  the  bill,  for  it  would 
be,  as  sure  as  that  he  was  now  speaking,  bi  tthe 
entering  wedge  to  tbe  complete  destruction  o  i  the 
benefits  of  the  tarififlaw,  so  far  fs-the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  was  concerned. 

Mr.  MILLER  sa%  nothing  in  this  pecu- 
liar case  that  would  not  apply  to  every  railroad 
company  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  the  pro- 
vision in  the  tariff  law.  If  this  bill  is  passed, 
every  other  railroad  company  in  the  country 
may  come  in  and  show  the  sfime  grounds  for 
claiming  an  extension  of  the  time  from  tbe  3d  of 
March  to  some  4i8lnntday;  whidi  claims,  if  al- 
lowed, would  amount  to  a  repeal,  for  the  time,  of 
the  law  imposing  a^  duty  on  railroad  iron.  • 

Messrs.  EVANS  and  CRITTENDEN  con- 
tended tbai  it  was  only  an  indulgence  whieh 
the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company  solicited;  which 
would  make  no  difference  to  the  revenue,  as 
tbe  iron  was  already  in  the  country,  and  could 
be  laid  down  within  the  time  by  extraordina- 
ry expense  and  exertion,  and  the  greatest  incon- 
venience to  the  public;  as,  in  that  event,  all  travel- 
ling on  the  road  should  be  suspended;  wheress,  if 
time  were  given,  the  new  iron  could  be  laid  down 
gradually,  and  without  interruption  to  the  regular 
trains. 

Tbe  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
PHELPS  and  ARCHER. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table 
till  Monday,  as  the  hour  was  late,  and  the  Senate 
would  have  to  go  into  executive  session. 

Mr  EVAN3  said  it  might  be  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that,  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. It  be  to  Monday;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  taken 
up,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  s 


An  act  U  regulate  enlistments  in  the  army,  and 
navy,  and  marine  corps  of  the  United'  States. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  De  Peyster  and 
Henry  N.  Cruger. 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  administrators  of 
John  Jackson.    . 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hambleton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIEl^,  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  sesrion,  and  soon  after  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAT,  January  90, 1843.   ' 

Mr.  TROTTI  of  South  Carolina  presented  the 
petition  of  Gilbert  Stalker,  praying  remuneration 
for  a  steamboat  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

Mr.  ME  DILL  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
F.  Tyler,  of  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  who  lost  bis 
health  while  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  a  statement  which  appeared  in  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday,  read  this  morning.  It  was  there 
stated  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  tbe  vote  by 
which  tbe  bankrupt  law  was  passed  was  withdrawn 
by  tbe  mover;  from  which  statement,  the  inference 
was  that  the  bill  was  passed.  Ho  would  respect- 
*  fully  inquire  of  tbe  Chair  whether  it  had  been  es- 
tablished, by  precedent,  that  the  mover  of  a  motion 
to  reconsider  had  the  right  to  withdraw  it  at  his 
pleasure. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  such  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  that,  if  there  was  no  pre* 
cedent  on  record,  he  would  raise  the  question.  The 
power  to  Withdraw  a  motion  to  that  effect,  gave  to 
une  individual  the  means  of  preventing  a  recon- 
sideration of  any  measure  which  might  have  been 
passed..  He  again  inquired  whether  the  point 
which  he  raised  had  been  decided  by  the  House  on 
an  appeal  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  House  had  so 
decided,  and  at  the  last  session. 

ASSUMPTION. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  presented  a  memorial  from 
Kanawha  county,  Va.,  in  favor  of  an  assumption 
of  State  debts,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  Johnsoit.]  He  moved  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  that 
subject. 

The  motion  was  aareed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PENDLETON,  tbe  memorial 
of  tbe  people  of  Cincinnati,  (which,  he  said,  was 
prepared  with  great  care  and  research)  on  the 
subject  of  removing  the  obstructions  in  the  Mis- 
siss^ippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUDSON  made  an  adverse  report. 

EXPENDITURES  IN  THE  NAVY  DEPART- 

MENT. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which'was  adopted: 

Resotcedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  NsTjr  inform  thisRouw 
what  amount  hat  been  expended  under  the  act  of  Congreee  au- 
thorizing the  building  nfa  warateamerby Stevens;  whether 

the  building  of  said  yenel  )■  now  going  on:  and  what,  if  anji 
amount  of  the  appropriation  therefor  haa  been  tranaferred  to 
any  other  object;  and  whether  the  ezpenditurea  for  "pay  of 
commiapion,  warrant,  and  petty  officera,  anUaeameii'*  for  1842, 
haa  exceoded  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  Congreaa 
in  19I'2;  if  ao,  be  what  amount,  and  from  what  aoarce  haa  the 
deficiency  been  supplied;  and  whether  the  ezpeoditttrae  for  in* 
creaae.  repair,  armament,  and  equipment  of  the  navy,  baa  ex- 
ceeded the  appropriation  therefor,  and  from  what  aource  Uie 
deficit  haa  been  aupplied. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  whether  prirate  bills 
would  be  debatable  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  must  then  call  for  the 
orders  of  the  morning  hour,  in  order  to  enable  the 
House  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  made  further  inquiries  in  rela- 
tion 10  what  was  ihe  order  of  bnsinesis.  He  was 
understrod  to  ask  on  what  days  private  bills  were 
debatable. 

The  SPEAKER  said  on  every  Friday  and  Sat- 
urday except  the  first  and  last  of  the  session,  pri- 
vate bills  were  debatable. 


THE  FRANKINQ  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  up  the  bill  now  on  its  third 
reading,  to  authorise  the  chief  clerk  in  the  State 
Department  to  frank  public  documents. 

Mr^  L.  W.  ANDREWS  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were  or* 
dered. 

Mr.  McKENNON  said  he  should  be  in  fa?or  of 
the  bill,  if  it  extended,  the  franking  privilege  to  the 
chief  clerks  of  other  departments  as  well  as  the 
Department  of  State.  As  it  was,  he  must  opnoie 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  explained  the  object  of  the  bill. 
At  present,  the  franking  privilege  was  possessed  by 
the  heads  of  bureaus  in  the  departments  genenllj. 
The  public  documents  of  those  departments  wen 
now  franked  by  the  heads  of  their  bureaus.  [Kr. 
C  J.  InoBaaoLL.  But  never  by  the  tail  of  i 
bureau.]  Now,  there  was  no  bureau  in  the  State 
Department;  and  hence  the  Secretary  of  State  wai 
obliged  to  frank  all  the  documents  of  his  depan* 
meat.  Tbe  object  of  tbe  bill  was  merelv  to  give 
his  chief  clerk  the  right  of  franking  pnblie  doen- 
ments — a  right  expressly  limited  and  restricted  b? 
this  bill. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  contended  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill 
was  not  now  in  order,  but  must  come  in  its  proper 
place  on  the  calendar,  which  was  sixth  on  the  list 
of  subjects. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  tbe  bill  was  in  o^ 
der  now,  having  been  engrossed,  and  laid  oa  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  advocated  the  passage  of  (be  bill 
There  was  a  reason  for  granting  this  pri? ilege  of 
franking  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  State  Dcpartmeat, 
which  did  not  apply  to  the  other  departments.  The 
Secretary  of  State  was  charged  with  the  dnty  of 
distributing  all  tbe  printed  laws  of  the  United  States. 
This  duty  occupied  much  of  his  time,  as  be  eoakl 
attest  when  in  the  State  Department  himself,  aad 
when  its  business  was  much  less  than  at  preseai 
The  bill  was  merely  to  relieve  the  Secretary  of  maeh 
drudgery  which  hejiow  bad  to  undergo. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  opposed  the  bill.  He 
thought  the  duties  of  other  Secretaries  were  moch 
more  onerous  than  those  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Had  not  the  Secretary  of 'State  more  time  to  per- 
form his  ordinary  functions  than  either  the  8eer^ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navvl  He  ia* 
stanced  the  labors  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarjr, 
which  were  incessant;  ''still  beginning— neter  ead^ 
ing,''  and  who  had  no  assistance  in  this  lespcctof 
franking.  He  was  well  aware  that  this  was  the 
most  abused  ef  all  privileges,  and  be  was  ready  to 
reduce  rather  than  extend  it. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  contended  that  this  bin 
contemplated  no  extension  of  the  franking  prifi* 
lege.  It  was  not  an  extension,  bat  a  substitatioa, 
to  relieve  the  Secretary  of  his  immense  labors  in 
franking. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  and  m- 
ended. 

The  main  question  was  then  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill;  which,  being  taken,  resulted  in  yeas  190, 
nays  69,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meam.  Adame,  Sherlock  J.  Andrewi,  Airtagton, 
Balwock,  B&lcw,  Bamard.  Bidlack,  BfrdMye,  Blaclt,  Bordo, 
Botia,  Bnewater,  Brifcga,  Bronaon,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  MUioa 
Brown,  Burneti,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Callioun,  John  CtDp- 
twll,  Caruihera,  Gary,  Casey,  Childa,  OhiUenden.  Staley  N 
Clarka,  Clinton,  Cofea,  CraQsion,  Cravena,  Cushwfc  Gtfnit 
Davie,  Rictiard  D.  DaTia,  Dawson,  Deberry,  John  Edwank 
John  C.  Edwards,  Everett.  Ferris,  Fefsenden,  Fillmore, 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gates,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.Goode,  Orataua, 
Oraoger,  Green,  Henry,  Hopkina,  Houck,  Houston,  Howsri, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Inisersoll,  James  Irrin.  WllliimW. 
Irwin,  Jack,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Jobn  P- 
Kennedy,  King,  Liulefleld,  Lowall,  McKennan.  Alfred  Mar- 
shall, Thonias  F.  Marshall,  Bamaon  Maaon,  Bbtiocln,  Mu- 
well,  Maynard,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrii,  Nowbti^i 
Osborne,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Powell,  Profflt,  Renj.  Randall,  Randolph,  Rancher,  Ridgmy, 
Rodney,  Wm.  Russell,  James  M.  Ruaaell,  Balsionstali,  Sao* 
ford,  Saunders,  Shepperd,  Blade,  Troman  Smitb,  Sprifft 
Steenrod,  Siokely,  Alexander  H.  H.  StuarLjohn  T.  Btoait, 
Bummers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  TiUinghast,  Tolaod,  Tomlinaon,  Tripleti,  Trun- 
bull,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Ward,  Warren,  Waiteraoo,  Wellar, 
Weatbrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Chrii' 
topher  H.  Williama,  Joseph  L.  Williama,  Winthrop,  Wood, 
Yorke.  Augustus  Toung,  and  John  Vouog— 120. 

NAY8— Measra.  LandalT  W.  Andivwa,  Arnold,  Atheito& 
Jeramlah  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butier,  WUliam  0.  Bat- 
ler,  Patrick  O.  CaldweU.  William  B.  CampbeU,  Tbooai 
J.  Campbell,  Colquitt,    Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowan,  D«b«i 
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9oaBr  Dolff,  bacmao, 
A.    lAwreoce    F 
WnUam  O.  GoodA 


Mtmao,  BllMrc,  John  G.  Ftovd,  Fornanee, 
Fo0ur,    Genory,    G«nry,    Gilmer,    Gonin, 

.     -J»i  Haya,  Hubard,  Charlaa  J.  IngeraolL  jSSim, 

Laoe,  Abfaliam  McCiellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mathiot,  Ma- 
thewa,  Mfldfll,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Owaley,  Payoe,  Ramsey, 
Bayner,  Rading,  Raynold8»  Riga,  Rogera,  RootaTelL  Sewell, 
Shaw,  Shields,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Stonly,  Stratton, 
TroOi,  Underwood,  Van  Boren,  and  Joseph  L.  White— G9. 

So  the  bin  was  passed. 

Mr.  MALLORY  asked  leave  lo  offer  ihe  follow- 
iBg  resolation;  which  was  read  for  infornution: 

MUtolvfd^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  inetnicted  to  report 
to  this  House,  as  early  as  practicable,  a  plan  for  the  reduction 
or  the  expenses  of  the  military  academy  at  West  Point;  and  to 
Uialt  tlM  number  of  cadets  so  as  to  correspond  with  tiie  wania 
of  the  ceaniry,  and  the  present  strength  of  the  army. 

Ur.  FILLMORE  objected;  aad 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  a  sospension  of  the 
roles  for  the  purpose  of  offeriDg  the  resolation;  bat 
the  moilon  was  rejected. 

The  SPSAKBR  annoonced  that  reports  of  the 
standing  committees  would  be  the  nexl  business  in 
order;  and,  being  called  for,  the  following  reports 
were  made: 

Mr.  aiDDINGS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  and  J.  Wilkin- 
son; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Andrew  Fisher; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  COWEM,  from  the  sasie  committee,  re* 
ported  a  hill  for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Street, 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gamaliel  B.  Smith; 
which  were  severally  twice  read;  and  referred. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  McKBON  inqoired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  when  they  might  expect 
a  report  on  the  wareboasiog  system. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  replied  that  the 
committee  were  now  engaged  in  preparing  thenr 
report,  and  that  it  might  be  expected  shortly. 

COLORED  SEAMEN. 
Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  meinoriai 
of  Benjamin  Rich  and  others,  on  the  subject  of  the 
imprisonment  of  colored  seamen  arri? ing  in  some 
of  the  Southern  ports,  made  a  report  thereon;  and 
moved  that  it,  together  with  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee,  which  he  said  would  be 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Bathxb,]  be  printed. 

filr.  RAYNBR  presented  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority, on  the  same  subject,  and  moved  that  it  be 
printed. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  said  that,  as  one 
of  the  committee,  he  dissented  partly  from,  and 
agreed  partly  with,  both  reports.  He  would  prob- 
ably have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  his  views 
on  the  subject  when  it  came  up;  and  perhaps  he 
might-prepare  an  additional  report.  At  present, 
he  would  meve  the  printing  of  an  extra  number 
of  copies. 

The  reports  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print 
00  the  table. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  when 

BAr.  KENNEDY  withdrew  his  notion  to  print 
the  extra  numl)er  of  copies,  and 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Blacks  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  ibe  table;  and 
the  result  was  yeas  73|  nays  114,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Msflsti.  Arringtonf  Barton,  Blaeir,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Barke,  WUiiam  BuUer,  William  O.  BuUer,  Green  W.  Cald- 
well, P.  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  CaroptMll,  Ca- 
mtliera,  Caaey,  Chapman,  Cliirord.Colefl,  Colquitt,  Mark  A. 
Cooper,  Croaa,  Daniel,  Dawaoo,  Dean,  DelMrrr,  Doan,  Doig, 
Eaaunjui,  John  C.  Edwardi^  Charlea  A.  Floyd,  Fomanc^Ger* 
ry,  Oilmeir  Goggin,  W.  O.  Goode,  Guaune,  Harris,  Haja, 
Holmeai,  ilopkina,  uoneton,  Habara,  Hunter,  Jask.  Cave 
Jobneoo,  Seim,  Lewia.  Abraham  McClellan,  McKar,  McKeon, 
Bfatbewe,  MedilL  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  New* 
hard,  Owsley,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Powell,  Reding, 
Reocher,  Rogers,  Baundevs,  Wm.  Smith,  Snyder,  Sprigg, 
BomraersLSweney,  Taltaferrot  Trocti  Tumey,  and  Christo* 
pber  H.  Willlams-73. 

KAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alien,  LandaffW.  Andrews,  Sher* 
]«ck  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Barnard,  Bidlaek,  Birds* 
eye,  Borden,  Botis,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Bronson,  Jere* 
miah  Brown,  Bumell,  Calhoun,  Childs,  Chittenden,  Staley  N. 
CHarke,  Clinton,  Cowen,  Cranston,  pravens.  Cushlns,  Gairrtt 
DftTisi  Ricltard  D.  Daviiik  John  Rdwards,  BTerett,  Ferr^  Pill* 
mor^  John  G.  FloTd,  A.  Lawrence  Foeter,  Gates,  Gentry, 
Oiddioaa.  P.  G.  Goode,  Gordon,  Granger,  Green,  Henry,  How* 
ajnl,  Hqokmi,  Hnnt,  O.  J.  Ingersoll,  j.  R.  IngeraolL  James  Ir* 
rin,  WIlUaiD  W.  Irwlo,  Jame^  Isaac  D.  Jonee,  Jooa  P.  Ken- 
nedy,  Lana,  Uao,  UUlafiaki;  McKannan,  Mallory,   Alfred 


Maishail,  flamson>IaaQip,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Mor- 

San,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne.  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pen* 
leton.  Pope,  Ramsey,  B.  Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Rey* 
nolds,  Ridgway.  Riggs,  Rodney,  Roosevelt,  Wsa.  Russell, 
James  M.  Ronell.  Seltonsiall,  Sanford,  Sewell^  Blade,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  Stratton.  Alexander  H.  H. 
Siuart,  John  T.  Stoart,  John  B.Thompeon,  Richaid  W.  Thomp* 
8^.  Jacob  Thompson,  Tillinahast,  Toland,  Triplet!,  Tram 
bull,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  War- 
ren. Weller,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W. 
Williama,  Joseirti  L.  WiUiams,  -  Winthrop,  Wood,  Yorfce, 
Augustus  Young,  and  Jolu  Yoang— 114. 

Bo  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  car- 
ried. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  hand  of  Robert  Tyler, 
esq.,  his  secretary,  transmitting  varions  bills  which 
had  been  approved  and  sigoed  by  him. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  which  'was  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put;  and  the 
motion  to  print  the  ordinary  number  of  both  re- 
ports was  then  agreed  (a. 

Mr*  FILLMORE  inquired  if  the  morning  hour 
had  not  eipired? 
.  The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  had. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  then  he  would  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  but,  before  the 
motion  was  put,  he  would  send  a  resolution  to  the 
Chair,  fer  the  action  of  the  House,  with  the  ob- 
servation that  the  House  must  bear  in  mind  that 
there  was  a  special  order  for  Monday. 

The  resolution  was  read;  and  it  proposed  to  fix 
half-past  two  o'clock  to-day  to  terminate  debate  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  army  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  and  the  noes  appeared  to  have  it.  A  di- 
vision was  called  for,  and  only  46  voted  in  the  af- 
firmative. The  noes  were,  therefore,  not  counted; 
and  the  resolution  not  carried. 

Mr*  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  fixing  two  o'clock  to-morrow,  instead  of 
half-past  two  o'clock  to-day,  to  terminate  debate. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  (to  prevent  a  waste  of  the  time 
of  the  House  by  a  useless  discussion,)  moved  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded.  The 
main  question  was  also  ordered  to  be  pot,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  then  renewed  the  mo* 
tion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  which  was 
agreed  tc^— 83  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  58  in 
the  negative— the  vote  being  taken  by  Messrs. 
M.  A.  CooFSB  and  Mathiot,  tellers. 

Mr.  COWEN  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day; 
but  he  gave  way  lo 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  on  whose  motion  a  change  was 
given  to  the  direction  of  a  bill,  the  title  of  which 
was  not  heard. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  moved  that  the  committee  resolve 
itself  iato  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  insisted  that  his  colleague  [Mr, 
Cowsn]  had  called  for  the  orders  of  the  diy. 

Mr.  COWEN  asked  if,  after  the  orders  of  the 
diy  had  been  called  for,  it  would  not  require  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER'S  reply  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  CHILDS,  with  unanimous  consent,  reported 
a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  for  Abe 
relief  of  Samuel  Hoffman;  which  was  read  twice, 
aod  committed. 

Mr.  GORDON  also  reported  a  Senate  bill  from 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  withdrew  hts  motion  to  go  into. 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GIDDII^GS  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day 

The  SPEAKER  accordingly  announced  the 
question  to  be  on  the  bill -for  the  relief  of  the  in- 
habitants of  West  Florida;  on  which  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adims]  had  the 
floor. 

Mr.  COWEN  said  he  was  anxious  that  tbe  pri- 
vate business  should  be  proceeded  with;  and,  there- 
fore, he  raised  the  objection  to  this  bill,  that  it  was 
rather  of  a  public  than  a  private  nature. 

Tbe  SPEA.KER  decided  that  ih^  bill  must  be 
considered  as  private.  The  Chair  could  not  un- 
dertake to  go  beyond  its  face,  ffom  whidi  it  ap- 
peared to  be  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  private  eitiaens 
in  Florida. 
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Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  bill  under 
eonsideration  until  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  understood  to  exprev;^  a  de- 
sire that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hetrs  of  Philip 
Renault  should  now  be  disposed  of.  After  a  brief 
argument  against  the  bill  under  consideration,  and 
an  expression  of  his  desire  to  occupy  the  floor  on 
to-morrow  against  the  panage  of  the  bill,  and  tbe 
principles  on  which  it  was*  founded,  he  concluded 
by  moviogits  poetponement  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  course 
iropQsed  by  the  gentleman*  from  Massachusetts, 
.Mr.  Adims,]  provided  the  postponement  would 
not  hazard  the  final  action  of  the  House  on  the 
bill.  He  hoped  it  would  be  allowed  to  take  prece- 
dence of  other  business. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
make  the  bill  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Hie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Pbilip  Renault. 
The  pending  question  was  a  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed 

Mr.  JOHN  YOUNG  (who  held  the  floor)  ad- 
dressed  the  House  af  length  in  opposition  to  the 
motion  to  reconsideri  and  in  favor  of  the  justice  of 
the  .claim  of  Renault. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  previous  gueetion, 
but  the  call  was  not  kustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  addressed  the  House  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  supported  the  claim,  and  was  fol- 
lowed in  the  debate  by  Mr.  MOORE,  Mr.  STU- 
ART of  Illinois,  Mr.  POPE,  and  Mr.  CUSHING. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  expresaed  a  desire  to 
have  the  question  postponed  for  a  week  longer. 

Mr.  CUSHING  made  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  motion  prevailing. 

The  House  adjourned.   , 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRBSENTATIYES. 
Saturday,  January  91, 1843. 

Mr.  NEWHARD  presented  the  petition  of  Ja- 
cob Wilt,  of  Lehigh  eoonty,  Pennsylvania,  a 
soldier  of  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  for  & 
pension. 

The  SPEAKER  called  for  reports  from  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
oorporaie  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Independent 
Onler  of  Oid  Fellows  of  Ihe  District  of  Colombia; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL,  with  unanimous  consent 
presented  resulutiona  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
^f  South  Carolina  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff; 
which  were  read  at  his  request,  and  then  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  several  Senate  bills,  without 
amendment;  among  which  was  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  for  a  longer  period  the  severs  I  acts 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United 
Stales:"  this  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
'  Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBELL,  from  tbe  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  further  to  con- 
tinue in  force  tbe  act  for  the  payment  of  horses 
and  other  property  lost  in  the  military  wrrire  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  that  it  be  put  on  its  third 
reading;  and  the  question  was  put  on  its  eogross- 
ment. 

Mr.  GRANGER  and  Mr.  LINN  objected,  on 
the  ground  that,  if  it  did  not  make  an  appropria- 
tion, it  took  money  from  the  treasury,  aad  there- 
fore must  be  committed. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said  its  commitment  would  be 
tantamount  to  its  rejection,  and  therefors  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  previous  question 
would  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  en- 
grossment. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 

the  table. 
Mr.  TURNBY  called  for  tbe  yeaa  and  nays;  and 
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they  were  ordeced,  and  resalted — ^yeas  53,  nays 
114. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  (able  was  rejected. 

The  qnestion  was  ihen  taken  on  the  demand  for 
the  preTions  question,  and  carried  in  the  affirma* 
tiTe. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment;  and, 
iiaTing  b^n  read  a  tbird  time,  was  p8s%ed. 

Mr.  QpGKjIIN  presented  certain  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Cteek  Indians  in  Alabama;  which  were 
referred  to  ^e  Committee  on  Mititarj  Affairs,  and 
ordered  tobs  printed. 

Mr.  GUSHING,  from  the  Ck)mmittee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of 
the  (President,  in  relation  to  the  tonnage  duty  on 
Spanish  Tesseis,  reported  *%  bill  concerning  ton- 
nage daties  on  Spanish  Tessels:**  read  twice,  and 
renrred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RODNEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Reyo- 
Intionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amy  McGaire,  widow  of  the  late  Major  Thomas 
McGnire:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit, 
tee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  GORDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bUl  for  tbe  relief  of  Sampson 
Brown:  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Wliole  House. 

Mr. '  SANFORD,  firom  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Patterson: 
reai-  nrlcoi  lod  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Bdnae/ 

'Mr.  POPB,  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
reported  a  "bill  fixing  the  bonndaiy  between  Mis- 
soari  and  low^"  which  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  (be  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  UNDBRWOOD,  from  the  Committee  fer 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  sondry  bills  in 
relation  to  the  Inoatje  asylam  and  the  custody  of 
lanttics:  read  twice,  and  referred.  » 

COMMODORE  AP  CATESbY  JONES. 

llr.  BOTTS  offered  a  resolution,  calling  upon 
the  Spet^mf  Jit  ihi|Na?y  for  all  correspondence 
and  inforiMitipa  In  that  department,  in  relation  to 
t|e  rvmored  itcall  of  Commodore  Thomas  Ap 
C#|es)>y  Jones  (jrpm  command  of  ihe  Pacific 
squadron;  whicb  was  read*     ' 

Air.  WISE  said  he  hoped  his  colleague  would 
noi^presf  his  resolution.  No  commnnieation  had 
been  receif ed  from  Commodore  Jones,  owing  to 
the  distance  of  his  stalieo  ftom  the  seat  of  Go?-  4 
ernmeni;  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  House 
would,  wait  to  hear  from  (he  Pacific  The  depart- 
ment bas»  as  he  felt  assured,  taken  no  action  in  the 
matter.      

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  would  willingly  withdraw 
his  resolution,  if  his  colleague  were  right  He  was 
indoced  to  offer  itt  in  consequence  of  the  state- 
meni  i^  Ui«  Globe  of  this  morning,  in  relation  to 
the  alleged  reoall  of  Commodore  Jones. 

Mr.  WISE  said  there  was  no  truth  in  the  ru- 
mor stated  ill  the  Globe— no  foundation  whatever 
for  it. 

Mr.  BOTTS  was  understood  to  say  that  he  was 
under  the  impreesion  that  Captain  Parker  was  or- 
dered to  take  the  place  of  Commodore  Jones. 

Mr.  WISE  riemarked  that  he  saw  Capt.  Parker 
on  yesterday*  and  that  officer  said  that  he  had  not 
been  order^  to  the  Pacific  at  all.  He  felt  certain 
that  no  sndi  course  as  that  supposed  by  his  col- 
league bad  been  taken  .with  regard  to  Commodore 
Jones. 

Here  the  subject  dropped. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  WiNTHBOP,]  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  msjority  and  minority  report  from  ihe  Commit 
tee  on  Commerce,  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment 
of  negro  seamen  in  Southern  ports.  The  question 
was  takeo,  and  the  motion  adopted. 

The  motion  to  print  3,000  extra  copies  of  the  re- 
pon  upon  the  commerce  of  the  lakes,  heretofore 
sobmit^ed,  was  adopted. 

GEN.  JAGKSONnS  HNB. 
This  subject  came  up  as  the  regular  business  of 
the  morning  hour— the  gentlepian  from  Virginia 
[Ml*.  BoTTs  being  entitled  to  the  floor. 


Mr.  BOTTS  ro<e  and  inquired  bow  mach  of 
(he  hour  remained. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  tweWe  to  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  if  the  House  had  no  objection, 
he  would  defer  his  remarks  until  Monday. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  snbject  was  passed 
by. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  here  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day,  but  yielded  his  call. 

EXTRA  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  the  House,  by  general 
consent,  (o  (ake  up  his  bill  to  prohibit  extia  allow- 
ances to  public  olfioets. 

No  objection  having  t>een  made,  the  bill  was 
read  as  follows: 

A  BILL  to  prohibit  extnt  allowances  to  any  oincer  of  the  6ov< 

eromeat. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  ^  RepreamUaHtee 
of  the  United  Statee  qf  America  in  Congreec  aaeembUd, 
That  it  ahall  not  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
Scatee,  or  either  of  the  heade  ol  departments,  or  any  dIsburiiDg 
oflleer  of  the  United  Btatee,  to  settle,  allow,  or  pay  to  any  oflicer 
of  the  Government,  or  to  any  petson  in  the  pay  or  employment 
oftheGoTernment,  any  additional  com|)ensation  or  allowance, 
or  extra  pay,  or  per  eentam  whaie?er,  in  addition  to  the  regu> 
lartNty  of  such  omcer,  or  other  person,  for  or  on  account  of  any 
serricea,  of  whatever  nature  or  kind  they  may  be;  and  that  all 
acts  and  parts  of  actsinconaSslent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act 
be,  and  toe  same  are  henby,  repealed. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which,  he  said,  was  to  carry  oat 
more  effectaally  the  proYisions  of  the  bill.  It  pro- 
vided that  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  Pret ident  to 
remove  any  officer  who  shoald  be  found  gnilty  of 
violating  its  provisions. 

Mr.  ADAMS  opposed  the  bill,  and  contended 
that  it  would  be  likely  to  increase,  rather  than  re- 
doce,  the  public  expenditures.  Its  effect  was  to 
prohibit  cffieers  from  performing  extra  services; 
the  conseqoence  of  which  would  be,  the  appoint- 
ment of  new  and  additional  officers.  He^  argued 
that  extra  services  were  often  required  of  ihe  mili- 
tary and  naval  officers,  for  whidi  they  should  be 
paid. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  wished  to  know  whether  this 
bill  had  the  absolute  right  to  be  considered  this 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  bill  was  under 
consideration  by  consent. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  withdrew  his 
amendmeuL 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  it  vcemed  to  him  that  this 
wa«  one  of  those  bills  which  demanded  the  consid- 
eration of  some  committee;  and  he  would,  there- 
fore, move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PICKENS  understood  that  this  bill,  as 
amended  by  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it,  lim- 
ited the  power  of  the  President  in  regard  (o  dis- 
miswl  from  office;  which  he  deemed  unconstitu- 
tutional.  [Mr.  P.  was  here  informed  that  the 
amendment  was  withdrawn.]  Mr.  P.  had  no 
doubt  but  the  power  of  making  extra  allowanoes 
had  been  greatly  abused;  bot  he  doubted  whether 
Ihe  House  would  not  do  more  harm  than  good  by 
prohibiting  it  altogether.  He  had  no  objection  to 
a  declaratory  clause,  which  would  point  out  the 
abuses  which  ought  to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GILMER  was  afraid  that,  if  the  bill  was 
referred  to  any  committee,  it  would  not  ht  passed 
this  session;  and  he  thought  it  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  a  pore  government,  or  the  restora- 
tion of  a  pure  government,  that  some  such  measure 
should  he  adopted.  The  gentleman  from  llassa- 
chu«etts  seemed  to  htm  not  to  have  met  the  bill  in 
the  true  spirit.  It  was  very  (roe,  in  the'abstract, 
(hat  there  were  extra  services  which  would  entitle 
the  persons  performing  them  (o  an  equi(al  le  claim 
on  the  Government  for  extra  compensatioa;  but  if 
the  gentleman  would  refer  to  the  facts  shown  in 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  House  at  the  last 
session,  he  would  find  that  these  ex(ra  compensa- 
tions, which  have  grown  up  into  such  an  alarming 
abttse,  were  not  paid  for  extra  services,  bat  for  the 
ordinary  services  which  the  Govemmetat  had  a 
right  to  demand  of  (he  officers  receiving  them. 
Now,  he  woQkl  grant,  wi(h  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  if  the  Chief  Justice  should  be 


required  to  take  (he  command  of  the  atmy,  or 
render  any  service  which  the  people  of  (be  Uaited 
States  had  not  a  right  to  require  from  him,  then  be 
would  be  entitled  to  claim  extra  compensatum  for 
it.  So  also,  if  the  oommander-in  chief  of  (ke 
army  of  the  United  States  was  required  to  perfora 
any  civil  doty  not  within  the  line  of  his  official 
duties,  then  he  would  be  entitled  to  claim  an  tv 
tra  allowance  for  it.  Bat  the  Cact  was,  liut 
soldiers  had  been  allowed  extra  compeiMi- 
tion  fer  performing  a  soldier^  duty,  and  ciTiJ. 
ians  had  been  allowed  extra  coapeosatioB 
for  performing  their  civil  duties;  and  (bat  wu  (be 
great  evil  they  wi!>hed  (o  correct.  The  practice 
also  of  granting  extra  compensation  comprehended 
too  much  discretion  in  the  executive  departments, 
and  allowed  them  to  fix  the  compensations  of  (lie 
public  oflicers,  which  ought  only  to  be  done  by 
Congress.  .  There  were  no  officers  in  (he  poblic 
service  whose  duties  were  not  prescribed  by  lav; 
and  he  maintained  that  (he  Government  had  a 
right  to  demand  all  (heir  time,  within  the  line  of 
their  duty,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  liberal  salaiies 
allowed  thea[).  If  they  rendered  any  extra  «r* 
vices  deserving  of  extra  compensation,  CoDgiess 
was  the  place  to  apply  for  it.  Why  shonid  tlie 
bill  be  referred  either  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflfairs,  or  to  (he  Committee  of  (he  Wbolet 
The  House  had,  by  a  full  vote,  discharged  the  Coo* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  eonsideia- 
tion  ot  it',  and  it  ^as  now  before  them,  and  open  to 
amendment.  All  the  members  of  the  committeet 
were  members  of  the  Hoase;  and  they  coald  dia- 
cuss  and  amend  the  bill  as  well  in  the  Honseaiii 
the  committee'rooms.  If  they  had  amendmeAis  to 
ofifer,  now  was  the  time  to  do  it.  He  hoped  the 
reference  would  not  be  made,  as  a  delay  of  the 
bill  would  piobably  defeat  it  for  this  sesaion.  It 
was  necessary  folr  a  pore  and  honest  Goveromeat 
that  some  such  regulation  should  be  adopted.  TbeR 
had  been  the  most  flagrant  and  outrageous  abases 
in  making  extra  allowances  to  officers  for  pet* 
forming  merely  the  ordinary  duties  of  their  stations, 
in  violation  of  law;  for  he  would  observe,  that  stKh 
a  prohibition  as  was  contained  in  this  bill  was 
already  on  the  statute-book.  The  passage  of  ihii 
bill,  therefore,  would  bhow  the  departments  that 
the  attention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
was  turned  to  the  snbject,  and  that  they  were  de* 
termined  to  correct  the  abuses  com  plained  of. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  supposed  that,  with  theexeeptioa 
of  two  or  three  enlightened  minds,  there  wereaot 
ten.  persons  in  the  House  who  had  given  any  ooi- 
sideradon  to  (his  bill;  and  yet  they  were  is  this 
hasty  manner  called  oa  to  do— whad  Why,  to  co^ 
reet  abuses  which,  as  the  gentleman  who  introdoeed 
the  bill  raid,  had  existed  since  the  foundatioa  of 
the  Government.  Now,  he  look  this  ground:  that 
there  ought  to  be  no  legislation  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  longstanding  abuses,  without  refleetisf; 
deeply  on  the  evils  that  might  thereby  be  prodtrnd. 
Without  any  correspondmice  with  the  heads  of 
departments,  but  by  the  consultation  of  two  or 
three  members  together,  who  were  for  caring  al 
the  evils  existing  in  the  Government,  theyveie 
called,  in  (his  hurried  manner,  to  legislate  in  tbe 
dark,  without  knowing  what  the  evils  were  tbai 
were  complained  of,  and  without  knowing  wbeihtf 
the  cure  would  be  effectual. 

Mr.  TILUNGHAST  opposed  the  bill  as  eoa- 
flicting  with  existiitg  laws,  and  as  tending  to  pit 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  make 
compeosaiion  for  services  (bat  may  be  rendered, 
and  that  may  be  indispensable  for  the  carrying  oa 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGEEtSOLL  said  that  tbe  paseage 
of  the  bill  would  present  a  very  extraordinary  la* 
s(ance  of  inconsistency  on  (he  part  of  CosgresK. 
They  had  now  before  (hem  a  bill  just  passed  by 
the  Senate,  providing  extra  compensation  for  tbe 
ofileers  who  were  engaged  in  the  explortDgrr 
pedition;  and  while  (hey  were  considenng  thiibill, 
(which  had  pas^«d  one  body,  and  would  no  doabi 
pass  tbe  other,)  they  were  asked  to  pass  anotber, 
prohibiting  all  extra  coflipensaiioas  whatever,  no 
matter  how  meritorious  and  indispensable  tbese^ 
vice  that  might  be  rendered.  Mr.  I.  dwelt  ontbi 
important  services  rendered  by  the  officers  of  tbe 
exploring  expedition,  and  the  privations  they  er 
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eouBtefvd,  for  the  pnrpose  of  sfaowiBg  that,  in  these 
cases,  as  well  as  similar  ones,  extra  compensation 
was  both  jost  and  necessary. 

Afler  a  few  wiurds  on  the  mode  in  which  this 
subject  had  be^n  brought  up,  he  advocated  its  com* 
miiul  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GRANGER  gave  some  reasons  for  voting 
.  with  the  nltraa  in  the  Hoase  on  this  bill.  He  had 
apposed  the  rednciion  of  the  armj  and  the  navy, 
which  the  gentlemen  who  sapported  this  bill  had 
effected;  but,  during  a  long  peace,  a  system  had 
grown  op  in  this  Government,  of  making  extra  al- 
lowances; and  a  feeling  had  arisen  through  the 
community,  in  cooscquence,  of  hostility  to  the 
army  and  the  navy,  which  were  the  glory  and 
pride  of  the  nation.  Now,  be  advocated  this  bill 
for  the  purpose  of  sbsiaining  the  army  and  the 
navy  from  further  reductions;  and  he  ventured  to 
assert,  that  if  some  such  bill  had  been  in  existence 
before,  th?  reductions  which  had  taken  place  in  het 
army  and  navy  would  not  have  been  made. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  hoped  the  House  woald  not  be 
prejudiced  against  this  bill  by  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  lHcna< 
aoLL]  respectlDg  the  mode  in  which  it  came  before 
them.  The  bill  was  there,  and  it  was  entitled  to 
as  aracb  oonaideration  as  if  it  had  been  reported 
with  all  the  formalities  cf  the  House.  Of  the  bill 
itself,  he  said  it  was  worthy  of  their  attention. 
This  Hoose,  with  the  other  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, fixed  the  pay  for  the  officers  of  the  army 
mud  of  the  navy,  and  also  of  the  clerks  in  the  de- 
partments; and  they  had  given  power  to  the  heads 
of  departments  to  allow  extra  compensation;  and 
who  did  not  know  that  favoritism  existed,  and  that 
the  power  which  they  had  del^ated  to  others  had 
been  wrongfully  used?  What  was  the  remedy  for 
this?  A  very  plain  one.  Let  no  officer  receive 
Bu>re  than  his  pay  for  services  which  he  may  ren- 
der; but  if  he.  did  more  than  was  contemplated 
when  the  pay  waa  fixed,  let  him  come  to  Congress 
with  his  claim,  like  the  officers  of  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, aad  there  would  always  be  found  justice 
enough  to  pay  him  for  hia  extra  services. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  this  subject  had  been  suffi- 
ciently discussed  at  the  last  session,  and  therefore 
he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  that  motion,  to  give  him  an  opportunity 
to  9ay  a  single  word. 

The  motion  was  not  withdrawn,  and  the  previ- 
ous question  was  seconded,  which  bad  the  effect  of 
biioging  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed; and  the  question  recurred  on  its  third 
reading. 

Mr.  MOORB  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded;  and  the  main  question  was  ordered 
to  be  put. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered 
OB  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  resulted  as  follows—* 
yeas  151,  nays  15. 
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f.  Allen,  Landair  W:  Andrew*,  Arnold,  Ar> 
rington,  Atberton,  Beeaon,  Birdaeye,  Black.  Boardman,  Bor- 
dao,  Bott&  Boyd,  Briggii  Bronaon,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton 
Brown,  Charlaa  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burke,  William 
Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patricic  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell.  Thomas  J.  Campbell, 
Carttdwn,  Canr,  Caaey.  Chapman,  Chllda,  Bcaley  N.  Clarice, 
ClilVbrd.  Colec,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cravens,  Garrett  Davis, 
Ricbare  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Eastman,  John  C. 
Bdwardfl,  Bcbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fillmore,  John  6.  Floyd, 
Grnvm,  GiddtDgs,  GUmer,  Goiwin,  William  O.  Goods,  Graham, 
Cteanger,  Gwin,Ha]l,  Harris,  Hastings,  Henry,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
HousAon,  Howard,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  logersoll, 
JsMttes  Irvin,  Cave  Jobnson,Isaac  D.  Jones.  Keiai,Juhn  P.  Ken- 
oedy.Laoe,  Lewis,  Lino,  Liitlefield. Lowell,  Abraham  McCiel- 
lAO,  ilot>ert  HcClellan,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mallory,  Alfred 
Maraliall,  Samson  Masoo.  Maihlot,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Hax- 
tU,  Maynard,  Medill.  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore, 


Ridgway,  ltigg%  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  WUIism  Russell,  James  H. 
Roaaall,  Baltons(all,aauaderB,  Bewell,  Shields,  Blade,  Truman 
Smldi,  \yilliam  Smith,  Snyder,  Bianly,  Bteenmd,  Alexander 
H.  H.  Siaart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Sweney,  John  B.  Thonnpaon, 
Jaeoh  Thoinpaon,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trottt,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, Van  Buren,  Warren,  Washington,  Watterson,  Weller, 
Westbrook,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
^^inthrop,  Yorke,  and  AoguatusToung— 161. 

NaYS— Muwii*  Ads  ma,  Baniaid,  Bumellf  Cranston,  Cash- 
ing, Holmes.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James,  Morrow,  Proflit.  Ran. 
doiph,TVdlanrro,  TiUinghast,  Van  Renaselaar,  and  Thomas  W. 
WilllUM-I>. 


RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  rose  lo  a  privileged  qaes- 
tioD.  He  bdlieved  such  was  the  only  qaestioa  on 
which  he  coold  get  the  floor.  He  moved  a  recoa- 
fideratioii  "%f  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been 
passed.  He  had  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  MuoaE]  to  withdraw  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill;  and  that  gentle- 
man, though  often  in  favor  of  retrenchmeht,  and 
though  he  knew  what  he  (Mr.  A  )  incfended  to  of- 
fer, refused  lo  accord  him  the  privilege  of  making 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  GIDDINQS  suggested  that  the  gentleman 
should  postpone  his  remarks  antil  Monday,  and  let 
the  House  act  on  the  private  bills  before  it. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  expressed  hia  willingness  to  speak 
at  some  other  time;  but  several  gentlemen  objected 
to  a  postponement  of  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  go  on  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MOORB  explained  the  reasons  why  he  had 
refused  to  withdraw  the  motisn  for  the  previous 
question.  He  could  not  have  served  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr,  Abmold]  by  so  doing; 
because  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  had  been  or- 
dered, and  it  was  net  liable  to  amendment. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  resume^  and  addressed  the 
House  for  some  time  in  favor  of  his  bill  for  redu* 
cing  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  and  officers 
of  the  Government  25  per  cent.,  which  bill  was 
proposed  at  the  last  session,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  never  acted  on. 
He  complained  that  he  could  not  make  a  motion 
to  take  it  up,  without  being  laughed  at;  this,*  too, 
when  the  people  in  the  country  called  aloud  for 
the  adoption  of  some  such  measure  of  retrench- 
ment. He  desired  to  liave  the  passage  of  t)ie  biii 
jast  passed  reconsidered,  for  the  pnrpose  of  attach- 
ing bis  proposition  to  it  as  an  amendment.  He 
argued  that  it  would  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  four  millions  annually;  and  he  com* 
plained  that  the  Whig  party,  of  which  he  had  been 
proud  to  be  a  member,  had  not  fulfilled  their 
pledges  of  retrenchment  and  reform  so  pirofusely 
made  in  every  portion  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STANLY  made  a  few  remarks,  the  purport 
of  which  was  to  correct  a  statement  of  the  genile- 
man  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gbaitoeb,]  that  the 
credit  of  his  having  accomplished  a  reduction  of 
the  army  at  the  late  session  was  due  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  C.  Johnson]  He 
held  that  all  the  credit  of  that  measure  ^f  any 
could  be  claimed)  belonged  to  the  gentlemaa  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adihs.] 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  always  so  ac- 
knowledged. 

The  previous  questioi\  was  then  moved  and  sec- 
onded; and,  on  putting  the  main  question  to  the 
House,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected  with- 
out a  division. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitant!  of  West  Florida;  which  was  made  the 
special  order  for  to-day,  and  on  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  had  the 

floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  addressed  the  House  at  some 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  concluded  by 
moving  to  lay  it  on  the  (able;  but,  at  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  Mr.  levy',  withdrew  (he  motion,  to  al- 
low that  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
in  explanation,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  offered  a  resolution 
(which  was  adopted)  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  whether  any  change  had  been  made 
in  the  organization  cf  the  military  divisions  of  the 
army  of  ihe  United  States  since  March  1st,  1843; 
and  if  so,  the  reasons  for  such  change. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  offered  a  resolution  ealling  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  for  a  report  showing 
the  operation  of  (he*  late  tariff  act  on  the  revenue; 
which  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

MoNOAT,  January  33,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  commoaleatioB  from  the  Navy  Department, 
eliowiiig  the  Banaa  of  the  penona  employed  in  that 
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department  during  the  year  1843;  which,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  ARCHER,  was  ordered  to  lie  tfn  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  same  department, 
in  compliance  with  (he  30(h  seetion  of  the  act 
of  1843,  showing  (he  manner  in  which  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  (hat  department  has  b?en  expended; 
and  showing  the  amount  of  all  former  appropria- 
tions remaining  in  (he  treasury,  and  in  the  hands 
of  disbursing  agents,  to  the  30th  June,  1843:  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  laMe  and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senaie  a  communication 
from  (he  Navy  Department,  made  in  compliance 
wi(h  a  resolu(ion  of  the  Senate  of  (he  5th  Instant, 
in  relation  to  depredations  made  on  the  live-oak 
'imber  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  point- 
ing out  measures  proper  to  be  adopted  to  prevent 
fu(ure  destruction  of  such  timber;  which,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial 
from  New  York,  reaonstratina  against  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  law.  Mr.  T.  remarked  that  (be 
letter  accompanying  the  memorial  showed  that  the 
latter  was  signed  by  moat  iafloential  and 
wealthy  men  of  large  capital,  engaged  in  most  ex- 
tensive business  operations;  and  whose  pursuits 
gave  them  full  opportunity  to  acquire  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  operations  of  that  law:  referred 
to  (he  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  James 
Smith,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  new  de- 
partment of  government,  to  be  called  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  to  take  chaiige  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of 
Mi&souri,  residing  in  the  Jackson  land  district, 
in  thai  State,  praying  the  removal  of  the  land  of. 
flee  from  Jackson  to  Fredericklown;  which  was  re- 
ferred  to  the  Commiile#on  the  Public  Ltnds. 

Also,  a  petition  from  inhabitants  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Missouri,  praying  an  appropriation 
for  the  survey  and  improvement  of  Spring  and 
Grand  rivers;  whici^  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Bangor,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  placing  the  navigating  in- 
terests of  the  United  States  on  a  more  equal  fool- 
ing with  thoFC  of  foreign  powers,  than  iafecnred  by 
existing  treaties;  and 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  similar  memorial  from 
Gershom  B.  Nestor,  and  others,  of  Massachnaetts; 
which  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Ohio  county,  Virginia* 
asking  Congress  to  make  a  large  issue  of  pub- 
lic stocks,  based  on  a  pledge  of  the  public  lands, 
for  the  relief  of  the  States;,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  three  memorials 
from  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  Congress  to  adopt  (he  plan  for  a  board  of 
exchequer;  which  were  ordered  (o  lie  on  the  table, 
to  be  qpnsidered  with  the  bill  on  that  subject. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  James  Gee,  a 
soldier  of  the  late  was,  «  ho  has  received  a  pension 
for  wounds  received  in  (he  service  of  his  country, 
asking  Congress  for  certain  arrears  of  pension 
from  the  time  he  was  disabled  to  the  time  at  which 
he  received  a  pension:  referred  (o  (he  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  Edward  Dex- 
ter, of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  indem- 
nity for  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Betsy  by  the 
French  privateer  Cisalpine,  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  was  one  of  the  cases  arising  un- 
der (he  treaty  of  1800;  and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the 
table,  as  a  bill  had  been  reported  making  indemnity 
for  such  claims:  aareed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  certain  re^^olutions 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  the  cession  to 
the  State  of  Maryland  ef  the  stock  held  by  the  United 
Slates  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  aad  Ca- 
nals. 
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Mr.  BA.YARD  preseDied  a  memorial  signed  by 
3.000  iohabitants  of  th»  cities  of  New  York  and 
BrookiyD,  in  which  they  express  the  opinion  that 
the'  sectional  floating  dry-dock  is  superior  to  any 
other,  and  praying  that  a  dry>dvck  of  that  descrip- 
tion be  erected  at  BrookiyD*.  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  B.  aho  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  respectable  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  complaining  of  the  deranged  state  of 
the  corrency,  and  suggesting  that  the  plan  for  a 
board  of  exchequer  would  furnish  some  means  of 
relief:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  additional  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Robert  Rodgers  to 
a  tract  of  land;  which,  wiih  the  memorial  on  the 
subject  now  on  the  files  of  the  s^enate,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presenled  a  memorial  from  Rob- 
ert G.  Shaw«nd  others,  of  Boston,  praying  that 
there  may  be  such  an  alteration  of  our  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  foreign  gOTernments,  as  to  secure  a 
more  reciprocal  trade:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  Daniel  Weed 
and  -36  others,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  the 
constitutional  rights  of  colored  seamen,  citizens  of 
free  States,  may  be  resiored  to  them:  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
Ecni  of  ihe  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for  a  board  of 
exchequer;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  a  few  days  ago,  had  instructed  him  to 
make  a  report  adverse  to  the  passage  of  ihe  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Qorham  A. 
Worth.  Since  that  report  was  made,  new  evidence 
and  documents  have  been  developed.  They  did 
not  change  his  mind  as  t^  the  propriety  of  reject- 
ing ihe  bill}  but  it  was  due  that  the  committee 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  their 
former  decision,  if  there  should  be  found  anything 
in  this  new  evidence  to  justify  it.  He,  therefore, 
mored  that  the  bill  be  taken  up,  with  a  view  to  its 
recommitment  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  question  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  afllrma* 
tive;  and  the  bill  was  referred  accordingly. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  H. 
J.  Ramsay  and  others,  purchasers  of  public  lands 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  asking  for  relief  in  con- 
sequence of  the  patents  for  the  same  being  withheld: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial  from  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  signed  by  a  number  of  Urge  com- 
mission merchants,  protesting  in  a  solemn  manner 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  memorial  from  in- 
habitants  of  town*hip  No.  41  north,  of  range  7 
east  of  the  3d  principal  meridian,  in  Kane  county! 
Illinois,  praying  for  the  relinquishment  of  the 
sixteenth  sections  of  land  reserved  for  school  pur- 
pose8,and  the  selection  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof- 

which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table a  general 

bill    for  the  object'  prayed  for  having    already 
passed  the  Senate.  »         ' 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
favorably  lo  its  passage,  the  joint  resolution  from 
the  House,  to  establish  agencies  for  water-roited 
hemp  in  the  Stales  of  Kentucky,  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back,  with  an 'amendment,  House 
bill  entitled  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  J?mcs  B. 
Sullivan,  of  the  parish  ©f  Rapides,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana.** 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  lo 
be  printed)  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill  from  the  House,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Benjamin  Evans.'* 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  adverse  to  ihe  passage  of  the  bill    from 

the  House,  entitled  "An  actforiherelief  of  Samuel 
Ncely." 

AUo,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 


with  sundry  amendmeuis,  the  bill  tor  the  relief  of 
Samuel  M.  Abbury. 

.  The  PRESIDENT  ipro  tern,  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  commanication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, reporting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  ultimo,  statements  of 
the  revenue  from  imports  during  the  third  and 
fourth  quarters  of  the  year  1842;  the  outstanding 
appropriations  at  the  close  of  the  years  1840,  1841, 
and  1842,  respectively;  and  the  quantity  of  land  ad- 
vertised for  sale  since  the  4th  March,  1840;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

COMMITTEE  ON  TERRITORIES. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Sevier,  so  to  amend 
the  33d  rule  of  the  Senate  as  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment rf  a  new  standing  committee  to  take 
charge  of  Territorial  business,  came  up  for  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  SEVIER  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  not  distinctly  heard. 
,  Mr.  KING  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  throw 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  business  of  the  Territo- 
ries; but  it  struck  his  mind  that  there  could  no  great 
advantage  result  from  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
The  Territories  had  their  delegates  in  the  other 
House,  who  were  pleased  to  attend  to  the  interests 
of  the  Territories,  and  to  take  such  measures  as 
were  proper  to  advance  them,  both  before  the 
House  and  the  standing  committee  having  charge 
of  that  class  of  business.  He  thought,  so  far  as 
speedy  action  in  the  Senate  was  desirable,  that 
greater  facility  would  be  given  by  the  several  stand- 
ing&mmittees  of  that  body  to  Territorial  business, 
than  could  in  all  human  probability  be  given  by  a 
regular  and  independent  committee.  He  had  no 
great  objection  to  the '  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
but  thought  it  belter  for  the  Territoifts  that  it  should 
not  be. 

Mr.  SEVIER  thought  thot  there  were  many 
local  matters  which  might  be  better  or  more 
promptly  attended  to,  if  there  was  a  regular  stand- 
ing committee.  He  saw  no  reason  why  ihe  Terri- 
tories were  not  equally  entitled  as  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia to  an  exclusive  committee.  He  hoped 
the   resolution  would  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  KINQ  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  ship-owners  of  Newburyport,  Massachnsetue, 
representing  that  the  mercantile  navigation  of  the 
United  States  has  sufiereJ  materially  from  the 
effects  of  the  existing  treaties,  and  the  arrange- 
ments between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  Hanse.4tic  Republic^,  France,  Holland 
Denmark,  Russia,  and  Sweden,  respectively;  and 
that  (hose  treaties  and  arrangements  termed  recip- 
rocal have  not  proved  reciprocal  to  the  naviga* 
tion  of  the  United  States.  Mr.'K.  said  the  memo- 
rialists to  asked  that  Congress  would,  so  far  as  the 
treaties  permitted,  make  such  regulations  as  would 
relieve  them  from  the  consequences  resulting  from 
these  relations.  Mr.  K.  had  no  douttt  that  the 
shipping  interests  of  the  United  States  had  been 
impaired  by  a  desire  to  extend  reciprocal  commer- 
cial relations.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LINN  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Senate 
would  take  up  the  Oregon  bill,  as  the  member  from 
Kentucky,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  it,  was 
ready  to  proceed  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  Senate  would  dispose 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  Friday — being  the 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Some  debate  of  a  conversational  character  here 
arose  on  the  priority  of  business.  Messrs.  EVANS 
and  GRAHAM  contending  that  the  Peter&fi'urg 
railroad  bill  should  have  precedence;  and  Messrs. 
LINN  and  SEVIER,  that  the  Oregon  bill  should. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill 
for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  company  would  be 
taken  up  and  disposed  of;  for,  if  it  was  intended  to 
be  of  any  benefit  at  all,  it  should  be  passed  forth- 
with. 

Mr.  BATES  moved  to  take  up  the  railroad 
bill;  and  the  question  being  put  on  that  motion,  it 
was  determined  in  theafilrmative— ayes  18,noe8 17. 


PETERSBURG  RAILROAD  COMPANY 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  would  have  had  treti 
occasion  to  regret"  having  yielded  to  the  wibli,of 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  /or  an  adjoQroiQM. 
when  this  subject  was  last  before  the  Senate  if  jl 
had  failed  to  come  up  for  discussion  to-day  Vor 
was  a  subject  of  very  great  importance,  not  onji 
to  the  parties  who  were  to  be  immediately  beaeiited 
by  it,  but  to  the  conununity  at  large. .  He  woqU 
nevertheless,  have  been  contented  to  intrnst  thoM 
interests,  great  as  they  were,  to  ihe  care  of  other 
gentlemen  in  that  body,  were  it  not  for  the  rehitioii 
in  which  he  stood  to  the  parties,  and  for  the  oteer- 
▼ations  made  on  a  former  day  by  the  Seoator  frooi 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bdchamah.]  The  Seutoi 
from  Pennsylvania  had,  in  his  apprehensioD,  giffn 
a  sufiicient  evidence  of  the  ontenableness  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  passage  of  this  bill  vu 
attempted  to  be  resisted,  wiien  he  (evincing,  u  be 
did,  the  utmost  solicitude  about  the  fate  of  the  bill) 
opened  the  debate  by  makings  that  sort  of  appeal  is 
the  Senate  which  the  gentlemen  of  his  party  al- 
ways reserve  as  the  Mma  rotso^ai  the  reano 
which  should  ride  over  all  other  consideratioBB. 
The  gentleman  declared  this  to  be  cne  of  ihoie 
cases  (to  which  allusion  was  so  often  made)  of 
moneyed  institutions  successfully  struggling  to  eg. 
persede  all  considerations  of  the  public  iotereit,  er 
of  public  faith.  The  gentlemair  from  Pennsylft* 
nia  was  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  man  of  tast^  be 
knew  too  well  the  Horatian  rule  to  fail  in  the  ob- 
servance of  it. 

He  (Mr.  Archsb)  desired  to  call  the  atieatioi 
of  the  Senate  to  what  had  been  made  the  sobjectof 
anticipated  invective.  This  corporation  was  one 
which  was  instituted  for  a  great  agricnliaral  |Hl^ 
pose,  afifecting  not  one  portion  alone,  but  setrenl 
portions  of  this  Union.  The  gentteman's  on 
State  was  largely  interested,  as  well  as  that  which 
he  (Mr.  A.)  had  the  honor  to  represent.  Nor  was 
this  all.  This  road  was  subservient  lo  the  com* 
munication  along  the  whole  seaboard  of  the  United 
States,  and  vitally  affected  the  interests  of  all  (be 
maritime  States  of  th$  Union — such  were  the  inter- 
ests  involved  in  this  question,  and  not  merely  thoK 
of  the  party  claiming  relief  by  this  bill.  And  vbit 
was  the  nature  of  the  benefits  to  be  conferred  by 
the  bill  upon  the  party  who  were  applieants  for  ia 
passage?  Did  they  ask  a  remission  of  dnties  to  be 
granted  them,  to  which  they  were  not  now  eatitkd} 
Not  at  all.  The  iron  was  already  in  the  eowttj, 
or  would  be  within  a  few  days;  and  all  they  asked 
was,  an  extension  of  the  time  for  laying  it  dova. 
Even  the  laying  down  of  the  iron  might  be  com- 
plete d  in  time;  but,  if  they  were  driven,  by  a  denitl 
of  their  request — by  a  refusal  to  pass  this  bill— to  go 
on  within  the  limits  of  the  period  which  remained  to 
them. under  the  present  law,  what  would  be  the 
result  to  the  parties  and  to  the  community?  The  par- 
ties would  be  compelled,  impoverished  as  they  aov 
were,  to  employ  labor  at  any  cost,  in  ordrr  to  cod- 
plete  their  work  within  (he  given  time.  This  wcoU 
be  attended  with  considerable  inconvenienee  tc 
the  company;  but  it  was  not  the  company  alone 
which  was  going  to  be  affected.  A  portion  of  Ihe 
great  Southern  road,  upwards  of  a  hundred  miks 
in  extent,  would  have  to  be  taken  up;  and  the  cod- 
munication  along  this  great  artery,  which  conQeets 
the  North  with  the  Souib,  suspended  for  the  period 
of  a  whole  month.  The  parties  asked  no  remission 
of  duties;  but  they  ai'ked  a  remission  of  expense, 
and  for  an  indulgence,  which,  if  conferred,  would 
avert  from  the  public  the  highest  inconvenience. 

Associated  wealth !  corporations !  Why,  the 
company  asking  this  indulgence  was  nearly  baak- 
rupt.  He  (Mr.  A  )  had  av^ked  one  of  the  presi- 
dents of  the  company  at  what  price  his  stock  vm 
selltn?,  and  his  answer  was,  **At  no  priee,*^  The 
company,  was  largely  indebted  to  the  Srate.  And 
such  were  the  moneyed  corporations  which,  ifr 
cording  to-the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  wen 
sure  ro  obtain  from  Ck>ngress  whatever  they  migbt 
ask.  He  denied  the  very  ground  on  which  ibe 
Senator  planted  himself,  l^e  privilege  nov  a^ked 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  favorinf:  ibe 
iron -manufacturing  interests.  The  iron  manafae- 
turers  of  Pennsylvania  would  not  sell  one  poand 
more  of  iron  if  this  bill  should  be  rejected,  tfana 
they  would   if  it  were  passed.    There  was  no 
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gronnd,  then,  on  which  the  gentleman's  opposition 
coald  re&t.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania  had  spoken  of  bis  conciliatory  disposition. 
Did  he  not  perceive  how  mnch  he  was  now  acting 
om  of  that  chaiacier— to  which  he  (Mr,  A.)  wonld 
readily  agree  he  Was  generally  entitled— for  be  was 
asking  ai  the  hands  of  the  Senate  for  a  most  vindie- 
tive  action  on  this  subject.  He  was  asking  for  a 
sabjeciion  of  ihe  interests  af  the  whole  maritime 
Uronlier  tc^whatl  The  honorable  Senator  had 
told  them^-^Bd  he  (Mr.  A.)  asked  the  par- 
tienlar  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  point— 
Tlw  honorable  Senator  had  told  them  that  a  great 
eompany  bad  been  recently  established  upon  the 
Alleghany  river,  for  the  maaafaetnring  of  rail- 
road iron.  So  all  these  sacrifices  were  invoked  by 
tlie  honorable  Senator — for  whose  benefit?  For  the 
benefit  of  one  tingle  iron  mannfactnring  estab- 
liahmcnt  in  his  own  State.  This  was  his  notion  of 
jvstice.  He  (Mr.  ABcnca)  supposed  that  the  in- 
teresis  of  these  corporations,  to  which  the  honorable 
Senalor  was  so  hostile— corporations  which  sn  bserve 
agriculture  and  commerce — were  to  be  sacrificed; 
and  to  whati  Why,  to  the  interests  of  another 
corporation— an  iron  manufacturing  company  in 
Pennsyltania. 

When  the  discnvsion  in  which  they  had  been 
involved  in  relation  to  our  protective  policy  upon 
the  passage  of  the  tariff  bill  was  going  on,  what 
was  the  appeal  then  made  to  them?  What  was  the 
design  of  the  gentleman  who  made  that  appeal,  in 
relation  to  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the 
country?  Was  it  that  new  interests  were  to  be 
bvilt  upl  Or  was  it  not  rather  that  the  old  and 
established  interests  of  the  country  should  be  pro- 
ieeted?  At  that  thne  there  were  none  of  these 
estabiikhmenis  for  the  manufacturing  of  iron  for 
Tmilroads  in  eiistenee. 

The  gentleman,  then,  in  invoking  protection  for 
tbese  iron  establishments,  was  not  borne  out  by  the 
policy  heretofore  avowed.  Protection  was  intend- 
ed to  be  extended  to  the  old  and  exisung  institu- 
tions. There  was  scarcely  a  man  on  this  floor,  or, 
indeed,  any  where— certainly  not  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac—who would  have  dared  to  avow  the  doctrine 
that  it  was  intended  that  aew  interests  should  be 
generated.  But  admitting  it  to  be  otherwise— that 
we  were  bound  not  to  sacrifice  a  new  interest,  or  a 
new  industry  that  had  recently  sprung  np; — admit- 
ting the  full  force  of  the  arguments  of  his  honorable 
friend,  sill  they  would  have  no  application  to 
thia  ca<e.  It  could  be  no  breach  of  that  protective 
policy,  admitting  it  to  extend  to  the  company 
wboee  interests  were  advocated  by  the  honorable 
Senator,  to  say  to  the  Petersburg  company,  If  yon 
do  not  transcend  the  time  limited  for  making  im- 

SortatioQs,  yon  shall  have  the  privilege  of  laying 
own  your  iron  when  yen  please.  The  true  intend- 
ment was  a  limit  upon  the  time  for  imporution. 
As  to  the  laying  down  of  the  Iron,  it  was  wholly 
unimportant:  it  had  no  reference  to  the  real  policy 
of  th«  protection  of  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
ibe  country. 

The  limitation  of  the  time  for  laying  down  the 
iron  stood  merely  in  the  relation  of  a  penalty;  and 
ioferior  courts  of  justice  often  remit  penalties 
where  the  substance  of  the  obligations  is  falfil- 
ed.  If  a  c^uri  of  law  were  te  enforce  the  penalty, 
the  court  of  chancery  would  interfere.  Congress 
was  the  highest  conct  of  justice  and  of  equity.  Here 
was  a  penalty,  the  application  of  which  was  to  en- 
ure to  the  benefit  of  no  one.  They  were  enforcing  a 
penalty  in  a  case  which  was  not  reached  by  the 
policy  of  our  protective  tariff.  It  would  be  a 
saociioning  on  their  part  cf  the  vindictive  penalty; 
and  he  submitted  to  the  honorable  Senator  whether 
his  claim  to  the  character,  of  conciliator  would 
not  be  endangered  by  his  strenuous  advocacy  of 
this  vindiciive  action.  It  would  not  only  not  enure 
u>  any  pablic  benefit,  but  it  would  be  produoive  of 
no  sort  of  benefit  to  the  iron-manufaciuring  com- 
pany in  Pennsylvania,  which  was  the  only  estab- 
Irsfament  now  manufacturing  that  sort  of  iron  in  the 
United  States.  There  should,  he  thought,  be  no  bes- 
itmtion  on  the  question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  believed  this  to  be  a 
bill  of  great  importance,  and  calculated,  in  its 
effects^  to  repeal  the  policy  of  the  late  tariff  law, 
in  reference  to  a  single  article,  without  a  modifica- 


tion of  the  whole  of  it.  He  wished  to  present  to 
the  Senate  his  views  upon  this  subject,  and  he 
would  doit  as  briefly  as  possible.  He  had  no  in- 
terest in  this  bill,  which  was  not  common  to  every- 
Senator.  His  honorable  friend  was  mistaken  if 
he  supposed  that  he  argued  that,  because  there  were 
one  or  two  establishments  for  the  making  of  rail- 
road iron  in  Pennsylvania,  that  was  a  reason  for  the 
rejection  of  this  bill^  He  had  -stated  the  fact  mere- 
ly for  the  information  of  the  Senate,  and  for  no 
other  purpose.  Still,  it  was  important  informa- 
tion, aad  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  country. 
The  Senator  said  he  (Mr.  BucHiirAir)  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  Horaiian  rule.  He  presumed 
the  rule  the  Senator  referred  to  was,  that  he  never 
asked  the  interposition  of  the  gods,  unless  in  a 
difficnlty  otherwise  insuperable.  But  if  he  shouM 
succeed  in  representing  to  the  Senate  his  ideas  upon 
this  subject^  he  thought  the  Senator  wonld  agree 
With  him  that  there  was  no  insuperable  difficnlty  in 
the  case* 

It  appeared  to  him  a  perfectly  plain  case;  and 
notwithstanding  the  Senator  f^om  South  Carolina 
thought  it  was  unworthy  of  argument,  he  doubted 
whether  he  would  be  able  to  succeed  in  refuting 
even  the  feeble  arguments  which  he  wonld  be  able 
to  present.  He  asserted  that  corporations  had 
great  power  in  this  country.  They  were  never 
satisfied.  One  decision  against  them  might  follow 
another;  and  they  were  always  ready,  like  the 
heads  of  the  hydra,  to  spring  up  to  new  life,  and 
persist  in  urging  their  claims  upon  Congress.  If 
ever  a  question  had  been  settled  on  broad,  and  lib- 
eral, and  just  principles,  he  contended  it  was  this 
question,  so  far  as  corporations  were  concerned. 
Let  them  look  at  this  case,  and  they  wonld  see  the 
respectable  Committee  on  Finance  reporting  a  bill, 
without  a  line  accompanying  that  report  for  the 
benefit  of  a  corporation. 

If  a  poor  old  soldier  applied  for  a  pension,  the 
question  was,  in  every  instance,  referred  to  a  com; 
mittee;  and  the  case  was  presented  to  the  Senate 
in  an  ample  and  full  report.  The  Senate  could 
not  tell  now  how  mnch  iron  was  to  be  laid  down; 
they  could  not  even  tell  the  length  of  the  road  that 
was  to  be  relaid,  or  how  much  had  already  been 
laid  down;  they  could  not  tell  whether  they  were 
to  release  Co  the  company  the  payment  of  (50,000 
or  |500.  They  had  the  naked  statement  of  the 
company,  which  conveyed  no  authentic  informa- 
tion on  the  subject. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  review  the  history  of  the 
legislative  enactments  in  reference  to  this  compa- 
ny, and  argued  that  the  exclusive  privileges  granted 
to  it  had  already  occasioned  the  tax  upon  the 
community  to  be  increased  to  a  very  great  extent. 
And  now  the  question  was,  whether  a  second 
exemption  from  the  payment-  of  duties,  to 
which  all  other  citizens  were  subject,  should 
be  extended  to  this  railroad  company;  for  so 
far  from  its  beitg  a  mere  extension  of  the 
time  for  laying  down  the  iron,  it  would  in 
reality  be  a  further  release  of  duties.  He  was  far 
from  being  an  enemy  to  corporations  whose  pur- 
poses, objects,  and  views  were  for  the  public  ad- 
vantage. He  was  far  (torn  being  an  enemy  to 
railroad  corporations;  he  believed  they  had  been  of 
much  service  to  the  country.  But  as  to  the  influ- 
ence exerted  by  corporations,  it  was  plainly  visi- 
ble. The  Oregon  Territory  bill  was  laid  aside; 
the  question  involving  peace  or  war  was 
laid  aside,  in  order  that  this  measure  should  pass, 
and  that  the  railroad  company  should  be  put  to  no 
inconvenience.  When  he  asserted  that  corpora- 
tions had  influence,  he  was  borne  out  by  the  facts 
before  them.  Did  they  not  see  respectable  men 
associated  together  in  the  form  of  a  company,  hav- 
ing an  object  to  accomplish,  bringing  respectable 
men  from  Virginia  to  advocate  and  support  their 
interests?  They  could,  and  did,  urge  their  claims 
with  more  impunity,  and  with  greater  pertinacity, 
and  with  better  success,  tHhn  individual  citizens. 
He  did  think,  when  he  had  consented  in  1841 
and  1849  to  yield  to  their  demands,  that  we 
should  have  heard  no  more  of  railroad  companies* 
exemptions  from  the  common  burdens  borne  by 
the  citizens  of  this  country.  If  they  should  suc- 
ceed in  passing  this  bill,  it  would  be,  as  he  said 
before,  but  the  entering  wedge»  so  far  as  regards 


Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  and  the  other  iron 
producing  States.  Whether  the  tariff  be  right  or 
*^'ODg,  (and  he  was  not  going  to  discuss  that 
question) — wheiher  the  principle  of  protection  be  of 
tvenetitor  not — it  was  a  general  enactment,  de- 
signed to  have  a  general  application;  and  he  re- 
garded it  as  highly  improper  and  inexpedient  to 
fritter  awav  that  law  by  special  legislation. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  desired  to  make  a  single  ob- 
servation in  regard  to  the  point  upon  whidi  the 
Sena'or  from  Pennsylvania  seemed  to  lay  all  the 
emphasis,  viz:  that  here  was  an  application  for  ex- 
emption from  the  doty  on  iron,  to  which  exemp- 
tion the  company  asking  it  was  not  entitled,  ac- 
cording to  the  equitable  construction  of  the  law. 
It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  R.)  that  the  construction 
given  to  the  law  by  the  honorable  Senator  was  al- 
together top  liberal,  and  that  it  did  not  satisfy  thQ, 
equity  of  the  case. 

Mr.  RivBs  here  read  the  provision  of  the  stat- 
ute which  applies  to  the  laying  down  of  the  Iron 
necessary  to  cpmplete  tne  road  previous  to  the  3d 
March,  1843.  It  appeared  to  him,  from  the  facts 
presented  in  'the  memorial  of  the  Petersburg  com- 
pany, that  the  road  never  had  been  completed,  and 
that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  was  therefore 
incorrect  in  supposing  that  the  intention  was  to  re- 
new the  exemption  heretofore  enjoyed.  The  com- 
pany, it  appeared,  had  procured,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, very  liaht  iron,  which,  when  laid  down,  was 
discovered  lo  be  entirely  unsuitable;  and  they  #ere 
consequently  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  a  new 
importation.  The  iron  had  not  been  worn  out:  it 
was  not,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  old 
rails  by  new,  but  of  substituting  good  rails  for 
those  which  had  been  mistakenly  supposed  to  be 
sufficient.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this  circumstance, 
instead  of  diminishing  the  weight  of  reasoning  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  added  to  it,  in  a 
very  considerable  degree;  because  the  company  bad 
been  subjected  to  a  double  hardship,  and  had  in- 
curred considerable  loss.  He  thought  that,  in  a 
fair,  practical,  and  equitable  view  of  the  case,  it 
came  clearly  within  the  spirit,  if  not  directly  with- 
in the  letter,  of  the  law. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  very  sorry  to  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  saying  another  word  on  this  subject.  But, 
as  he  was  obliged  to  do  so,  he  wonld  confine  himself 
to  one  or  two  remarks  of  (he  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BucBAiTAS,]  which,  he  eonceiv^, 
applied  to  the  only  question  that  could  arise  as  to 
the  propriety  or  policy  of  the  present  bill.  The 
first  point  relied  upon  by  the  Senator  is,  that  thia  is 
a  bill,  not  simply  for  extending  the  time  for  laying 
down  iron  imported  under  the  provisions  of  the 
tariff  law,  but  to  release  the  iron  imported  by  the 
cempany  np  to  the  3d  of  March,  for  its  railroad, 
from  doty  altogether;  or,  in  other  words,  to  make 
a  donation  of  |50,000  to  this  company;  because, 
as  he  says,  its  iron  is  not  entitled  to  the  exemption 
from  duty,  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
provision  in  the  tariff  law.  He  thinks  we  are  giv- 
ing to  this  company  privileges  which  do  not  belong 
to  it  under  existing  law.  This  argument  has  been 
answered  in  part  by  the  Senator  f^om  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Rivss,]  with  whom  he  (Mr.  E  )  concurred. 
The  law  of  1841  allowed  all  railroad  iron  import- 
ed previous  to  3d  March,  1843,  to  come  in  duty 
free,  and  to  remain  exempt  from  duty,  provided  it 
was  laid  down  before  that  day  for  use,  where  it  is 
intended  for  the  construction  or  completion  of  rail- 
roads in  the  course  of  construct ioa.  By  the  tariff 
law  of  1843,  railroad  iron  imported  and  laid  down 
for  use  np  to  the  3d  of  Jfarch,  1843,  is  exempt 
frcm  duty;  but,  because  this  provision  refers  to  the 
law  of  1841,  which  it  is  intended  to  carry  out,  the 
Senator  insists  that  it  is  confined  to  new  railroads, 
new  branches,  or  parts  in  construction,  and  not  be- 
fore complete.  He  contends  that  this  railroad  is 
not  one  entitled  to  the  privilege,  because  iron  was 
laid  down  upon  it  before.  But  the  Senator  over- 
looks the  fact  that  this  company  was  only  trying  an 
experiment,  not  knowing  the  extent  of  business  or 
w«ight  of  transport  which  might  be  required;  and, 
mdeed,  at  first  not  anticipating  anything  like  what 
has  come  to  pass;  and  imported  iron,  which,  on 
trial,  proved  entirely  too  light.  It  proved  so  unfit 
for  the  use  of  the  road,  that  the  company  has,  for 
a  few  years  back,  been  devoting  its  means  to  the 
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object  of  replacing  this  light  iron  with  a  more  sub^ 
stantial  and  permanent  kind.  Until  this  is  fally 
accompiisbed,  the  road  is  not  complete;  and  in 
spirit,  if  not  in  letter,  it<  is  entitled  to  the  priyilege 
of  the  law  of  1841,  recognised  in  the  law  of  1843. 
Another  answer  to  the  objection  made  by  the  Sen* 
ator  is,  that  the  act  of  1849  extended  the  provision 
of  the  act  of  1841  to  uU  railroad  iron  imported  and 
laid  down  for  nse  prior  to  3<i  March,  1843;  and,  al- 
though the  words  ^'entitled  under  any  existing  law" 
arc  used,  it  does  not  exclude  the  construction  that 
iron  for  repairs  of  railroads  may  not  be  imported 
duty  free,  according  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  law  of  1843.  The  Senator  says  there  was  no 
existing  law  which  entitled  this  company  to  import 
iron  for  its  railroad,  without  payment  of  duty,  to  re- 
place iron  already  in  use  that  had  before  been  im- 
ported  duty  free.  If  that  is  the  construction  of  the 
proviso  in  the  law  of  1843,  this  bill  will  not  affect 
It.  Bui,  the  Senator  will  say,  Why  pass  it,  ihen, 
if  it  wilt  be  of  no  avail?  It  is  precisely  because  the 
ft'iends  of  the  bill  think  it  will  avail,  and  because 
they  put  a  dilTereat  construction  on  the  law  of 
1843,  that  they  wish  to  pass  it.  They  wish  to  pass 
it,  because,  while  it  inflicts  no  injury  en  the  reve- 
nue, (for  it  can  make  no  difference  in  that  particu- 
lar,} it  will  give  not  only  great  convenience  to  the 
operations  of  the  company,  but  confer  a  public 
benefit  on  the  conntfy,and  its  mails  and  commerce, 
by  preventing  an  unnecessary  interruption  and  sus- 
pension, for  an  indefinite  period,  of  the  intercourse 
of  travel  by  that  route  of  railroad. 

The  Committee  on  finance  had  considered  all 
these  things.  It  found  that  the  iron  was  here,  and 
would  and  could  be  laid  down  by  the  3d  of  March,  ^ 
if  this  indulgence  was  not  granted;  that,  therefere, 
it  would  make  no  difference  to  the  revenue.  They 
construed  the  provision  of  the  law  of  1843  in  the 
spirit  on  which  that  law  was  based;  and,  taking 
care  that  the  period  of  importing  the  iron  duty  free 
should  not  be  extended,  they  conceived  itreasonable 
to  extend  the  time  for  laying  down  that  already 
imported.  He  was  aware  that,  in  one  sense,  it 
might  be  said  the  time  of  importation  will  be  ex- 
tended, because,  without  this  bill,  no  iron  would  be 
imported  past  a  day  which  would  allow  time  for 
laying  it  down  prior  to  3d  of  March;  and  that  iron 
imported  en  the  3d  of  March  might  be  duty  free, 
while  that  imported  next  day  would  be  sul>ject  to 
duly.  But  the  law  was  so;  and  the  committee  did 
not  propose  any  modification  of  it,  well  knowing 
that,  practically,  there  would  be  no  such  importa- 
tion up  to  the  day.  In  fact,  all  the  iron  ordered 
under  that  provision  of  the  law,  is  either  in  the 
country,  wholly  or  in  the  greater  part — with  the  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  some  few  tons  in  port,  and  not 
yet  landed;  though  he  did  not  know  that  there  WBa 
any  ordered  not  by  this  time  received.  The  bill 
proposes  merely  to  allow  the  company  tilf  Decem- 
ber next  for  laying  down  this  railroad  iron.  It 
does  not  prolong  the  time  for  importation.  It 
makes  no  difference  to  the  revenue.  It  will,  be- 
sides being  some  convenience  and  saving  of  ex- 
pense to  the  company,  be  of  great  convenience 
abd  saving  of  time,  if  not  of  expense,  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  continuing,  uninterrupted,  the  trans- 
mission of  the  mails;  and,  in  general,  to  the  public 
at  large,  interested  in  the  travel  or  commerce  of  the 
South. 

Mr.  BAYARD  asked  whether  the  bill  would 
have  reference  merely  to  the  iron  already  in 
the  country,  or  to  all  that  may  be  imported  up  to 
the  3d  of  March? 

Mr.  EVANS  repliedthal  it  would  extend  to  iron 
imported  up  to  the  3d  of  March;  but  there  would  be 
none  so  imported  beyond  what  would  come  in  duty 
free,  even  if  the  bill  was  not  passed.  The  existing 
law  goes  to  the  same  exten*;  and  the  committee 
did  not  think  proper  to  make  any  alteration, 
fully  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  there 
would  be  no  importation  under  this  bill,  that  would 
not  take  place  under  the  law  of  1848. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  ARCH- 
ER and  EVANS  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  by 
Messrs.  BUCHANAN  and  PHELPS  in  opposi- 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  it  was  passed — ^yeas  -30,  nays  19,  as 
tollows: 


YEAS— Meesn.  Archer,  Berrien,  CalbouD,  Conrad,  CraAa, 
Crittenden,  Evane,  FuIiob,  Oraham,  Hendenon,  Kerr,  King, 
McDuffle,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Rivea,  tSevier,  Walker,  Wood- 
bridge,  and  Young— 20. 

NAYS— Meaere.  Allen,  Batea,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Linn,  McRoberte,  Miller,  Marehead,  Phelpa,  Smiih  o( 
Connecucut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  SpracuOj  Biurgeon,  Tappan, 
Wilcox,  WilUama,  and  Woodbury— 19.. 

Several  communications  from  the  President  of 
the  Uniie-d  States  were  then  read  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

'  Among  them  was  one  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rives^s 
jresolntion  adopted  a  few  days  ago,  calling  for  the 
correspondence  between  this  Qovernment  and  that 
of  (Sreal  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  burning  of 
the  Caroline;  which  correspondence  the  Secretary 
of  State  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  as  desired. 

The  PRESIDENT  f»ro  tern  laid  before  the  Sen* 
ate  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  reports 
from  the  State  and  War  Departments,  tonching  the 
posriMfssion  of  the  Oregon  Territory.  The  Secretary 
of  State,  in  his  communication,  remarks,  that  a 
letter  from  Tnomas  J.  Faroham,  of  January  4, 
1840,  appears  to  have  been  transmitted  to  that 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the  month 
of  May  following;  and  that  on  the  6ih  of  the  same 
month  a  letter  was  transmitted  to  the  American 
minister  in  London,  with  extracts  from  that  com- 
miuieation.  As  the  President  was  desirous  of 
knowing  whether  the  iDtelligence  contained  in  Mr. 
Farnfaam's  letter,  relative  to  large  grants  by  the 
British  Qovernmeni  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
of  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  land  in  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  of  supposed  grants  and  sales  of 
those  lands  by  that  company  to  individuals,  was 
well-founded,  the  minister  was  instructed  to  make 
application  to  the  proper  quarter  for  information 
on  the  subjeci.  In  presenting  the  matter  to  the 
British  Government,  be  was  assured  that  no  such 
grant  of  land  had  been  m'ade  to  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  and  that  the  only  grant  which  had  been 
made  to  that  company  was  a  grant  of  exclusive 
trade  with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts  of  North 
America  for  a  further  term  of  twenty- one  years, 
on  the  surrender  of  the  former  grant. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  unfinished  debate  on  the  passage  of  tbe 
Oregon  bill  was  then  resumed. 
'  Mr.  MOREHBAD,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  tbe  Senate  for  upwards  of  an  hour.  He 
advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  its  present 
form,  and  maintained  that  the  United  States  should 
either  take  this  step  now,  or  submit  to  the  loss  of 
the  territory.  He  showed  that  the  provision  ob- 
jected to  by  other  Senators — ^that  of  promtfifig  a 
grant  of  land  to  settlers— -did  not  conflict  with  our 
obligations  under  the  treaty,  as  Great  Britain  never 
had  denied  our  undisputed  right  to  iohm  territory  in 
Oregon.  Theie  was  not  one  step  proposed  to  be 
taken  in  this  bill,  that  we  were  not  fully  justified  in 
taking  by  the  construction  of  the  treaty  on  which 
Great  Britain  had  heretofore  acted,  and  was  at  the 
present  moment  acting. 

He  reviewed,  in  detail,  tbe  progress  of  the  British 
settlements  en  tbe  C  lumbia,  frcm  the  time  of  the 
breaking  up  of  Mr.  Astor's  settlements  to  the  pres- 
ent period,  and  sho«ved  that  the  whole  policy  of 
England  was  to  encourage  a  British  population 
there,  as  the  exclusive  possessors  of  the  soil,  uader 
the  calculation  that,  when  numerous  enough,  that 
population  would  decide  in  favor  of  potting  the 
country  exclusively  under  British  dominion.  So 
unrestrained  and  rapid  was  her  advance  to  this 
consummation,  that,  if  it  was  not  averted  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  no  future  legislation  on  our 
part  could  regain  onr  lost  ground. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  in  order  to  show  that  Bng- 
laDd*s  claim  to  any  portion  of  the  "Territory  of  Ore- 
gon was  of  recent  date,  read  from  the  parlia- 
mentary debates  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of 
Nootka  Sound,  the  arguments  of  the  ablest  British 
statesmen  of  that  day,  and  the  admissions  of  the 
then  ministry  of  England,  that,  instead  of  gaining 
anything  by  that  treaty.  Great  Britain  had  lost 
whatever  dubious  claims  she  might  have  previous* 
ly  had  to  joint  occupation  with  Spain  south  of 


Nootka  Sound,  and  was  restricted  in  ber  rig^tof 
fishing  and  trading  to  the  country  north  of  Nootb 
Sound.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoMOAT,  January  23, 1843. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Win^a 
A.  Palmer  and  26  others,  for  theeatablidniMitof 
a  mail  route  from  Jonesborough,  intfaeooutyof 
Washington,  Maine,  to  Palmer  (so caUed)iattie 
town  of  Maehias,  in  said  county;  which  wig  t^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofiioe  and  Boa 
Roads. 

Mr.  JOHN  C.  EDWARDS  pteaentedtliepcti. 
tion  of  James  Thomas,  Judith  Moss,  and  ClaibeiM 
Thomas,  praying  an  appropriation  of  land  icrip 
to  supply  a  deficit  of  ten  per  cent.,  allowtdto  me- 
Intionary  claimants  under  an  act  of  1835:  refened 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  indulgence  of  tke 
House  to  enable  him  to  make  a  personal  explui' 
tion  in  reference  to  him&elf  and  the  Committre  of 
Ways  and  Means.  As  long  as  he  had  bees  i 
member  of  the  Honse,  he  had  never,  on  any  out 
sion  prior  to  this  time,  felt  it  his  duty  to  notice  ay 
newspaper  article  in  reference  to  his  own  eondia 
individiially,  or  the  conduct  of  those  with  whom  he 
was  associated.  Nevertheless,  there  bad  beet 
brought  to  his  notice  an.  editorial  article  thitwa 
published  in  the  Union,  a  leading  adminisiitlioi 
paper  of  the  city  of  New  York,  uader  date  of  Su- 
nrday,  January  91, 1843,  reflecting  so  grossly  <■ 
htm  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  tku 
he  felt  it  to  bo  his  duty  to  notice  it.  He  woilii 
send  the  paper  to  the  Clerks  table,  that  it  mi^t 
be  read  for  the  information  of  the  House.  BIr. 
F.  then  handed  up  the  following  to  the  Gkrh 
table;  and  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk: 

'Tub  Invuit  op  Faction. — One  of  ihemott  idIIudousm 
of  fftcUon  ia  the  plenitade  of  its  power  ever  perpetntctf  toot 
place  at  the  Capitol  of  the  United  Btaiee  the  darbefoittlK 
Commiuee  of  waya  and  Meana  repoitadootheaubjeaoiilii 
exchequer  bill. 

*it  had  iMen  ascertained  (hat  a  majority  of  the  mora  TAnl 
and  discreel  Whigs  were  In  favor  of  the  ezebeqner  Kbeoe  nc 
ommended  by  the  ExecutiTe:  and  it  was  fuithei  ucemiDed 
that  it  was  Terj  probable  that  the  CommitteAofWtjind 
Means  would  report  in  favor  of  the  bill  brought  formrdbf  Mr. 
Gushing,  'ibese  facts  having  reached  the  ean  of  tbe  Men 
of  the  Clay  faction,  a  caucus  was  ordered  and  holden,  and  wsk 
into  operation  the  night  before  the  report  of  the  cooiiaiitflevii 
made. 

**At  the  opening  of  the  caucus,  it  was  plain  that  the  wjmj 
of  the  Whigs  present,  weary  of  waging  a  reckless,  anpinfiiitk 
and  Infamous  opposition  to  the  people's  will,  had  deteniAiii! 
to  go  forth  like  meOi  and  sustain  the  Piesideot  aoditaiiz 
chequer. 

"At  this  stage  of  the  affair,  the  leaders  took  their  itinin^ 
commenced  a  furleus  attack  on  the  President  and  the  AdBB> 
istnUou,  and  denounced  them  both;  and  faavioe  cot  opnci 
excitement,  they  avowed  that,  if  any  man  as  a  Wiic  gtnik 
least  countenance  to  the  plan  of  the  President,  be  weoM  be i 
traitor  to  his  party;  and,  as  sncbi  ahoald  be  pieseDtedtahB 
country. 

"Still  mari]r  of  the  more  discreet  and  liberal  Whigmanite 
ed  a  disposition  to  sustain  the  exchequer,  and  te  doeomecUi^ 
to  relieve  the  embarrassments  of  the  nation. 

"At  this  stage  of  the  aamoi  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cliy  m 
brought  forward  and  reao.  In  that  most  precious  docosiat, 
he  urged  that  It  was  the  duty  and  policy  of  the  WhtgitoMtf 
the  exchequer,  and  leave  the  ceontry  to  sofler.  'Let  die  ptopk 
feelf*  said  the  writer  of  the  letter  adro<%;  Met  thesBiolien  ad, 
casting  the  responsibility  of  the  act  on  the  shouldenof  die 
President  as  they  wilt,  they  will  soon  iMCome  oatrafeeoi,  a&d 
blight  the  vast  hopes  of  his  aaceodeocy.  Bot,  if  you  P^*^ 
an  exchequer,  it  may  relieve  them  somewhai;  it  may  i»n 
something  of  that  pecuniary  aid  they  seek,  and  the  Whin  «ir 
be  divested  of  the  tapital  they  werk  upon. '  Boch  wae  thenfc- 
stance,  if  not  the  very  letter,  of  the  epislte;  and  it  wm  art 
without  its  effect.  A  long  and  animated  debate  enBt>ed;atH, 
finally,  the  quesUba  was  taken  by  yeas  and  oaye.  ItviioA 
known  what  was  the  exkct  vote;  bat  it  is  known  Uwt  the  *u- 
nority  was  very  strong,  and  that  tbe  majority  in  ftvwof  jd- 
struciing  in  eaueiM  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Bieanfio  re- 
port against  the  exchequer  did  not  exceed  four  vcta. 

"A  majority  obtained,  after  everything  like  arsnmeaLiM- 
ace.  and  denunciation  had  been  exiiausted;  and  Ut.  Out 
white  Charlies  defeated  ihe  exchequer  bill  in  caucoi,  bows 
chains  one  of  the  most  important  standing  coromhteei  ofiw 
national  Consresa,  and  deprived  the  nation  of  an  opponvi? 
of  even  discussing  a  bill,  in  the  fate  of  which  the  happisM 
the  interests,  and  the  future  apleodor  of  the  whole  nstioB,  an 
involved. 

'If  the  exchequer  bill  had  not  been  deleatad  by  the  cas^ 
if  it  had  been  permitted  to  be  introduced  to  Congrea^  «M>  h 
legitimately  belonged— it  would  have  passed  by  the  votetoftM 
Democracy,  aided  by  those  of  the  supporters  of  the  AdBa» 
tration,  and  the  support  it  would  have  otMah>ed  at  the  tma  of 
the  more  liberal  Whigs.  But  Mr.  Civ  ordained  that  the  peiK 
pie  should  suffer;  bis  staves  in  Congress  consummated  tbieo; 
and  let  the  infamy  of  the  dead  rest  on  the  ahoolderi  oi  the  «a- 
principled  of  the  Whig%  and  htm  whow  M  Mr.RaodoliAof 
Boanoke  Ally  and  eloqutatly  said,  attampted  to  sustaia  hiDMl' 
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tad  his  hopM  by  formtng  a  coalition  between  (ha  pnritan  and 
Che  blackleg. 

"Let  the  Ameilcan  people  read  und  see,  to  their  utter  amaze* 
mentythat  a  caucus  or  nnprioeipied  demagogues  at  Washing 
lOD,  acting  at  ihf  nod  of  Mr.  Clay,  can  and  do  blight  and  dese- 
crate the  aeaieatand  holiest  interests  of  the  nation.  Let  them 
read  and  know  these  thinfpB;  and  then,  if  they  be  trne  to  ibem- 
selves,  let  them  advance  m  solid  columns  to  the  rescue  of  an 
adalnMvatkm  that  is  entitled  to  every  man's  confidence,  re- 
^Mcii  and  apprpbatioa." 

Mr.  F.  desired,  also,  that  an  article  in  the  Mad* 
iaooiam  of  this  mojrniBg,  oir  the  same  subject,  might 
be  read. 

Mr.  WIS£.  wished  to  know  whether  this  was  a 
privileged  qaeetiop,  and  whether  it  had  preference 
orer  ihe  basing  of  ihe  Hoase. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Fillhobc]  asked  leaye  to  make  a 
perBOMU  explanation;  and  permission  was  granted 
him  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  only  wished  to  know  whether 
this  was  a  privileged  question.  He  certainly 
shoald  not  object  to  extending  to  the  genileman 
Ihe  usoal  coartesy  of  the  House. 

The  article  from  the  Madisooian  was  then  read 

follows:  ^ 


Nbw  York,  January  19, 1843. 

On«of  the  most  disgraceful  acts  that  ever  distinguished  a  fae- 
tioo,  occnired  at  Washington  a  few  days  prior  to  the  uttering 
el  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  io  refer- 
eiMB  to  the  exchequer  bill. 

it  is  a  someiHiat  roundabout  way,  to  be  sure,  to  get  facts 
befare  the  rabliCi  that  transpire  at  Washington,  to  send  this 
froiB  N«w  York  to  the  American  metropolis;  but,  as  there  are 
ohtiei—  here  in  the  way  of  free  communication,  and  as  the 
fis0t  I  wa^  to  get  to  the  world  Is  important,  I  send  it  to  you— 
and  here  1  state  it.  # 

Hie  night  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  to 
raaon  on  the  exchequer  bill,  a  ^^ncos"  of  the  Whigs  was 
held,  and  the  sv^ect  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Alter  consultation  and  debate  had  been  had,  it  was  found 
thai  there  was  a  strong  and  a  determined  disposition,  od  the 
part  of  the  Whin  to  report  favorably,  and  to  vote  in  faror  of 
th«  bilL  Indeei^  there  was  a  majority  of  the  caucus  in  favor 
of  nich  an  ianie.  In  the  midst  of  this  state  of  feeling,  it  was 
urged  tqr  unprincipled  leaders  that,  if  the  bill  foued  a  favora- 
bla  report,  and  should,  by  any  chance,  be  adopted,  it  would  at 
OQoe  insure  the  popularity  6f  the  Administration,  and  facilitate 
the  prosperity  of  the  President.  This^  of  itseli;  in  all  proba- 
biifty,  would  have  been  enough  to  damn  the  bill,  and  secure  the 
defaaiofthe  exchequer  scheme:  but  other  aids  were  called  in 
to  conBammale  the  unprincipled  basenese  of  the  Whigs. 

TO  complete  the  work  of  iniquity,  a  letter— written,  as  it  is 
aaU,  by  Mr.  C!ay— dated  at  Naluiea.  was  read.  In  which  it  was 
ui0Bd  tli^  Coogrsss  ought  to  linger  on  till  the  4th  of  March,  do 
nothing  for  the  country,  and  thus,  by  ''applying  the  screws  to 
rtko  whole  commerce  and  busioess  of  the  nation,  rouse  it  lo  in- 
dignation toward  tHb  President,  and  thus  aid  the  towerbg  ambi- 
tioo  of  the  Kentucky  candidate  for  the  Presidency."    . 

My  aources  of  information  ana  correct  and  authentic;  and  Uie 
iacis  here  slated  cannot  be  denied  by  the  Whigs  in  Congre». 

But  for  theactsof  the  Whig  caucus,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  would  have  reported  the  exckeqner  bill,  un  the  basis 
of  the  scheme  presented  by  the  Executive;  it  would  .have  been 
taken  up  in  the  House,  and  been  adopted  by  the  votes  of  the 
DieBQOcratB,  aided  by  the  liberal  Whigs. 

These  facts  are  of  too  much  consequence  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  be  kept  back;  and  they  should  be  heralded  to 
clia  world,  that  the  citisenB  of  the  United  States  may  know  how 
it  is  that  they  are  impoeed  upon,  and  nddled  with  embarrass* 
nenta  of  the  most  distreaciog  and  blasting  nature. 

The  House  wonld  i>ercei7e  that  rerj  grave  and 
serious  charges  were  brought  against  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  on  their  reporting  against 
the  exchequer.  The  first  charge  in  the  article  in 
the  New  York  Union,  and  reiterated  in  the  Madi- 
sonian,  was  this: 

"It  bad  been  ascertained  that  the  miyori^  of  the  more  liberal 
and  discreet  Whigs  were  in  favor  of  the  exchequer  scheme 
recommended  by  the  Executive;  and  it  was  further  ascertained 
that  ii  was  very  probable  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  report  in  favor  of  the  bill  brought  forward  by 
Mr  CosMttg.  This  fact  baring  reached  the  ears  of  the  leaders 
of  tlM  Clay  faction,  a  caucus  was  ordered  and  hoiden,  and  went 
into  operation  the  night  before  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
'   11 


In  regard  to  the  single  fact  there  slated,  he  de- 
sired to  say  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  this  subject  was  made  on 
Monday  morning;  so  that,  if  the  cancas  was  held 
OB  the  night  preceding  that  report,  it  must  have 
been  held  on  Sunday  eTeniog.  No  caucus,  how* 
ewer,  was  held,  on  that  or  any  other  subject,  to  his 
knowledge;  and  no  communication  came  to  his 
knowledge,  from  any  sourer,  showing  that  a  Whig 
eaoeos  had  been  held  directing  that  report  to  be 
made. 

The  next  charge  was: 

''At  the  opening  of  the  caucus,  it  was  plain  that  a  majorit 
9f  ibe  Whigs  present,  weary  of  waging  a  reckless,  unprofltablej 
aad  io&mous  opposition  to  the  people's  will,  had  determined 
to  so  focth  like  men,  and  sustain  the  President  and  the  exche- 
asMmc.  At  this  stage  of  the  affair,  the  leaders  U)oic  their  stand, 
aod  commenced  a  furious  attack  on  the  President  and  the  Ad- 
■sHiistratioo,  and  denounced  them  both;  and  having  got  up 
iBCRh  ex^ftemeot,  they  avowed  that,  if  any  man,  as  a  Whig, 
nwo  the  least  couoteoance  to  the  plan  of  the  President,  he 


would  be  a  traitor  te  his  party;  and,  as  such,  be  presented  to  his 
country." 

He  bad  only  to' say,  in  reference  to  that  charge, 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  it,  and  bad  no  belief 
that  anythiog  like  it  ever  took  place;  and  he  chal- 
lenged any  one  to  rise  io  bis  place,  and  say  that 
he  could  prove  it  to  be  true. 

The  next  charge  was,  "that  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clay 
had  been  prodKced  and  read  at  the  caucus,!'  dkc. 
[Here  Mr.  F.  read  the  paragraph  on  that  subject 
above  quoted.]  To  this  he  could  only  say  that  he 
knew  not  what  Mr.  Clay^s  &entiments  were  on  the 
subject;  that  he  never  heard  that  Mr.  Clay  wrote  any  . 
letter  on  the  subject;  and  ihai  no  such  letter  of  Mr. 
Clay  was  ever  presented  at  any  Whig  caucus  at 
whicb  he  was  present;  nor  spoken  of,  nor  alladed  to. 
The  only  knowled{?ehe  bad  of  Mr.  Clay's  sentiments 
on  the  subject,  was  that  general  knowledge  derived 
from  observing  his  political  course  of  conduct. 

Having  denied,  as  he  did  peremptorily  and  em- 
^phatically,  any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  he  had 
only  to  say  further,  that  air  the  statements  contain* 
ed  in  the  two  articles  to  which  he  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  were,  so  far  as  he  had 
any  knowledge  of  ibe  subject,  une qaivocally  false. 
If  any  members  here  knew  any  facts  or  circum- 
stances sustaining  them,  he  begged  that  they  would 
bring  them  out.  It  was  due  to  the  subject,  and 
due  to  the  country,  that  they  should  speak  out,  if 
they  had  anything  to  say  on  the  subject.  In  jus- 
tice to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he 
would  say  that  they  took  up  the  subject  of  the  ex* 
chequer  wiih^a  sincere  desire  to  recommend  it,  or 
some  similar  measure,  to  the  House;  and  it  was 
after  the  most  mature  and  serious  consideration 
that  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  could 
only  perform  their  duty  to  the  country  by  recom- 
mendng  its  rejection.  He  did  not  know  that  hi5 
duty  to  himself,  or  to  the  committee,  required  that 
he  should  say  more.  If  there  were  any  members 
present  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  subject,  he 
would  say  that  it  was  their  duty  to  communicate  it 
to  the  world.  Mr.  F.  was  also  understood  to  ask 
if  any  of  "the  gnerd"  knew  anything  of  the  mat- 
ter, that  they  would  rise  and  disclose  it. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  Ihe  gentleman  from  New 
York,  by  his  last  allusion — which  he  (Mr.  W.) 
thought  was  at  least  gratuitous — meant  to  impute 
to  him,  or  any  of  the  other  members  of  "the 
guard,"  as  the  gentleman  was  pica&ed  to  call  them, 
any  part  or  lotii  the  publication  in  the  Union* 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  had  not  meant  to  im- 
pute to  any  one  of  those  gentlemen  either  part  or 
lot  in  so  dishonorable  a  transaction. 

Mr.  WISE  «aid  he  knew  no  more  about  that 
publication  than  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
did:  he  saw  it  for  the  first  time  this  morning  in  the 
Jlfodifonum;  and  he  was  astonished,  or  he  might 
have  been  astonished,  at  the  facts  there  detailed, 
whatever  little  foundation  there  might  be  at  the 
present  time  for  such  statements;  yet,  looking  at 
the  past,  he  did  know— .and  the  gentlemen  ti  em- 
selves  had  confessed  before  the  country  by  the 
adoption  of  a  report,  which  they  adopted  by  a 
major  ty,  he  believed,  of  100  to  80,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  in  which  they  »et  forth  the  fact 
in  reference  to  a  fiscal  agent — that  a  caucus,  and 
nothing  but  a  caucu?,  by  its  machinery,  did  con- 
trive the  legislation  of  Congress;  that  a  caucus 
sent  its  egent  to  the  President,  to  know  what  his 
will  wis,  in  order  that  they  might  contrive  their 
legislation;  or,  in  the  language  of  their  own  report, 
or  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  at  the  la^t 
session,  that  they  might  conform  their  action  in 
compliance  with  the  executive  will.  Hehadiww 
only  to  say,  on  this  matter,  that  be  congratulated 
the  gentlemen  if  they  thought — and,  whether  this 
was  faUe  or  true,  he  knew  not — that  if  it  was  trne, 
it ^  would  be  disgraceful:  he  congratulated  himself 
that  they  had  awakened  to  trne  scntiment!(;and  that 
if  a  caucus  should  dictate  to  the  House  what  its 
legislation  should  be,  it  wcu'd  be  disreputable  to 
that  standing  committee  (of  Ways  and  Means)--^ 
that  it  would  be  disreputable  to  its  chairman,  [Mr. 
FiLLMQBB,]  and  disreputable  to  the  party  which 
thus  conducted  the  legislatiou  of  the  country. 
Whether  the  genti  mnn  and  his  party  had  been  in 
past,  or  in  the.  present  instance,  so  guilty,  let  the 
world  judge  from  the  report  which  they  had  adopt- 


ed; in  which  it  was  stated  by  themselves  that  they 
did,  in  an  informal  manner,  send  the  emissary  of  a 
caucus  ou  the  subject  of  a  fiscal  agent,  to  ascer- 
tain bow  (bey  might  comply  with  the  Executive, 
will. 

He  did  not  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the 
House;  nor  should  he  have  risen,  Int  for  the  allu- 
sion to  himself,  and  five  other'  gentlemen  bn  that 
floor;  and  he  wonld  conclude  now,  by  moving  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  tf  the. 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  the  exchequer  bill  reported  by  the  se- 
lect committee  at  Ihe  last  session  of  Congress;  and 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  they  would  hare  an 
opportunity  lo  discuss  the  whole  subject;  and  after 
the  committee  bad  reported  to  Ihe  House,  they 
would  be  able  to  determine  who  was  for  action* 
and  who  was  against  action  on  that  subject.  He, 
for  one,  did  not,  on  bis  part,  wish  to.  take  up  tha 
time  of  the  House,  or  lo  wa^te  it  by  ihis  negative 
action.  Ae  hoped  tlie  gentlemen  would  go  to 
business  like  men,  lake  up  the  exchequer  bill,  and,^ 
by  their  own  action,  show  the  truth  or  falsehood  of 
these  statements  in  relation  to  their  conduct. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  inquire  if  there  was 
not  a  special  order  for  to-day? 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  must  certainly  be  a 
mistake. 

The  SPEAKER  directed  the  Clerk  to  consult  the 
journal. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  in  the  mean  time, 
asked  permission  to  present  to  the  House  a  memo- 
rial from  Philadelphia  in  favor  cf  the  exchequer 
scheme  recommended  by  the  select  committee;  and 
he  nvoved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  having  that  bill  in  charge. 

He  also  asked  leave  to  present  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia  in  fa- 
vor of  the  prosecution  of  the  coast  survey;  which 
was  referred' to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Clerk,  having  consulted  the  journal,  re- 
ported that  the  special  order  was  for  Monday  next, 
the  30 ih  instant. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  understood  that  Monday  the  30:h 
wa«  set  apart  for  Tenitorial  business. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  was  certainly  a 
mistake,  and  it  had  occurred  thus:  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  brousht  in  their  report  on 
Monday,  two  weeks  ago,  on  the  subject  of  the 
exchequer  scheme  of  the  President;  and,  amongst 
other  things,  proposed  its  postponement  until  Mon- 
day two  weeks,  (this  day,)  and  that  it  be  made  the 
special  order  for  that  day.  It  would  now  be  rec- 
oilected  that  the  qucs<ion  went  over  until  the  next 
day,  (Tuesday,)  and  thus  the  error  had  occurred; 
Monday  two  weeks,  being  Monday  the  30lh  in- 
stant. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ,  to  get  rid  of  the  difiSculty,  moved 
to  pocipone  the  special  order,  (if  there  were  one 
for  to-day,)  that  the  House  might  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BURNELL  and  Mr.  GIDDINGS  were  un- ' 
derstood  to  present  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency,  deeming  this  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
do  sd; 

Mr.  B0TT3  rose  and  said  he  wished  to  maka 
a  remark  on  a  subject  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  House  a  few  days  ago,  as  on  a  privileged 
question.  He  alluded  to  the  vole  taken  in  rela- 
tion to  the  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies  of  the 
reports  from  the  Coimniitee  on  Commerce,  on  the 
subject  of  the  imprisonment  of  colored  seamen  in 
S,  uthem  ports.  That  vote  was  passed  without  much 
attention,  or  he  certainly  should  have  opposed  it 
at  the  time.  It  was  enough  to  say  that  neither  report 
was  read  to  the  House;  and  he  did  not  wish  to 
commit  himself  on  such  a  subject,  or  to  give  it  his 
sanction,  until  he  had  fully  examined  it;  nor  did  he 
wiiih  that  it  should  receive  congressional  sanction 
by  an  order  for  the  printing  of  an  additional  num- 
ber. If^it  wonld  have  the  tendency  to  allay  ex* 
citement,  he  would  not  object;  but  as  he  did  not 
conceive  such  would  be  the  result,  he  now  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  5,000  extra 
Topic's  of  tho^e  reports  were  ordered. 

Si'me  irregular  conversation  ensued;  in  the  midst 
of  which,  it  was  understood  that  some  gentleman 
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mo?ed  to  lay  the  question  of  reeoniiderttion  on  the 
iab'e 

Mr.  WISE  ioqaired  what  the  question  in  those 
reports  was,  before  be  yoted  on  this  motion.  He 
wished  simply  to  ioqaire  if  it  was  not  a  discassion 
-whether  a  so veffigu  Slate  had  the  power  to  pre- 
veot  free  pe^^roes  Irom  retarning  to  the  Common- 
wealth. Undt-r  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  prohibited  free  negroes  reiurniog;  and 
under  that  law,  some  colored  seamen,  who  had  en- 
tered her  ports,  had  been  arrested;  and  be  wished  to 
know  if  these  reports,  and  the  bill  accompanying 
one  of  them,  were  to  prevent  Virginia  from  say- 
ing who  should  enter  within  her  limits? 

Mr.  KINQ  rose  to  make  some  remarks;  but 

The  SPEAKER  said  a  motion  bad  been  made 
to  lay  ihe  recon.'^iderauon  on  the  table;  and  that  waiS 
not  a  debatable  question. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  the  mot'on  to  lay  on  the 
table  should  prevail,  if  it  would  not^  in  effect,  sanc- 
tion the  printing  of  ibe  5,000  extra  copies? 

Some  conversation  ensued. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  for,  and 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  reiulted — >ea8  85,  nays 
113,  as  follows: 

VEilS— Masafi.  Ad«ma,  Allen,  S.  J.  Andrews,  Aycrigg 
Bal)Cock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdnye,  Blair,  Board  man,  Borden, 
Brewster,  Brigea,  Broiison.  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Cal- 
houn,) Childa,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
Cowen.  Cranston,  Cravens,  Garrett  Davis,  R.  D.  Davis,  John 
Edwaras,  Everett,  Ferris,  Foasenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence 
Foster,  Gates,  Giddings,  Patrick  6.  Goode,  Granger,  Halsted, 
Henry,  Hudson,  Hunt,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin, 
James,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Linut  McKennan,  Malhiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Mnynard, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Parroenier,  Foarce, 
Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Kandall,  Randolph,  Read, 
Ridgway,  William  RusselU  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstaii, 
Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Tomlinson,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Waohingion,  Edward 
D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Winthrop.  Yurke,  Augustus  Young,  and  John 
Young— 85. 

Nays— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Ather- 
ton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Black,  Bous,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O. 
Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell.  John  Camp- 
bell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carutheis, 
Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  ClifTord,  Clinttyi,  Coles,  Maik  A. 
Cooper,  Cross,  Cosbing,  Daniel,  Dawson,  Dean.  Deberry, 
Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  John  O.  Floyd,  Charles 
A.  Floyd,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Gnggin,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon, 
Graham,  Gwin,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston, 
Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Jack,  Keim,  Lewis,  LitUefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCIellan, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Mai  lory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Thos. 
F.  Marshall,  John  ThompFon  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Meti- 
wether,  Millei,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Olivrr,  Partridge 
Payne,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Reding,  Jlenche.r,  Reynolds, 
Rjggs,  Rodney,  Rogers,  San  ford,  Saunders,  Shepperd,  i^hielils, 
William  Smith,  Snyder,  Sprig?,  Steenrod,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Trotd,  Tumey,  Wahren,  Wauennn,  Weller,  West* 
brook,  Christopher  H.  VVilliams,  Wise,  and  Wood— 112. 

8k>  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  moved  the  previo'ds 
qoesiion. 

Mr.  KINQ  appealed  to  him  to  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WISE  declined  doing  so.  He  thought  gen- 
tlemen had  made  ap  their  minds  on  the  subject. 

.Mr.  STANLY  inquired  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  sustaining  the  previous  question.  ^ 

Thft  SPEAKER  replied  that  ii  would  bring  the 
House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

The  call  for  the  previous  qnestion  was  sustained 
— ayes  94,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  SLA.DB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question  to  be  now  put;  and 
I  bey  were  ordered. 

Th^  main  question  was  then  'ordered  to  be  now 
put — yeas  128,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Menrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrlncton,  , 
Atherton,  Barton,  Bee«on,  Black,  Boardman,  Boriien,  Botts, 
Bowne,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Biown,  Burke,  WM* 
Ham  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Cdldwelt,  Patrick 
C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas 
J.  Campbell,  Caruihers,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  John  C.  Clark, 
Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston.  Cuehing, 
Daniel,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Ferris, 
John  O.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer, 
Goggin,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gwin,  Halsted,  Hays,  Hofikins, 
Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Janes, 
Keim,  Lewi^  Linn,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCiellan, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory,  Marrhand,  Alfrerl  Marshall,  *>ameon 
Mason,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Mmlill,  Meriwether, 
Mili«rT  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris.  Morrow,  Newhard, 
Owsley,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Pmin- 
er,  Pope,  Powell,  Read,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Ridgwav, 
Riggt^  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  Sanfnrd,  Saunders,  Shields, 
Trooian  Smith.  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Stokely, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Rich-  | 


ard  W.  Thompaon,  Jacob  Thoinp«Mi,Trlpl«iuTroctt,Trfin)bQlI. 
Turney,  Underwood,  Wausraoo,  Weller,  WWbrook,  Edward 
D.  White,  JoMph  L.  White,  CbristophAr  H.  Williana,  ftod 
Wise— 188. 

NAYS— Mosrs.  Adams,  Sheriock  J.  Aodrewa,  Babcock, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Bidlack,  Bifdseye,  Blair,  Brewster,  Briggs, 
Bronson.  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun, 
Chittenden,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Crarens,  Richard  D. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  John  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Fes 
senden;  Fillmore,  Gites,  Gldding^  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger, 
Henry,  Hudaon,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Inger 
soil,  James  Irvin,  William  W.Irwin,  James,  John  P.  KennedT, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  McKennan,  Maihiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Osborne,  Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall, 
RaodolLh,  Rodney,  Jamea  M.  Ruseell,  Balionstall,  Shepperd, 
SJade,  Stanly,  Ttllinghast,  Tomlinson,  Van  Rensselaer,  War- 
ren,  Washington,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Winthrop,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 68. 

Mr.  WINT  HROP  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider:  they  were  taken,  and 
resulted — ^yeas  113,  nays  83,  as  foUowr: 

YEAS— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arringtoi^  Atherton, 
Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Black,  Bolts,  Bowne,  Bovd,  Aaron  V. 
Blown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Wm.  Butler, 
William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell, 
John  Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Caruihers,  Cary,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton.  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross, 
Cushing,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Deberry, 
Eastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Ferns,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Gwin,  Hays,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hunter,  Charles  J.  ingersoll.  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D. 
Jones,  Keim.  Lewis,  Liuiefield,  Lowell.  Abraham  McCIellan, 
McKay,  Mailory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas  F. 
Marshall.  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Medill,  Meri* 
wether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Owsley,  Payne, 
Pearce,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Reding,  Rencher^ 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rign,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Bheppenl,  Shields, 
William  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 
J.  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumpier,  Swenev,  Taliaferro,  Jacob 
I'hompeon,  TrottI,  Tumey,  Ward,  Washington,  Wutterson, 
Weller,  Westbrook,  Wise,  and  Wood— 113. 

NAY8— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Bab. 
cock.  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Bronann,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Calhoun,  Childs, 
Chi  tenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston, 
Cravens,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Egbert,  Everett,  Feeseoden,  Fill* 
more,  John  O.  Floyd,  Oatefi,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudiion,  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  IrTin,  William  W.  Irwin,  James, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Linn,  MrKennun,  Samson  Mason, 
Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Par- 
menter, Pendleton,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph, 
Read,  Ridgway.  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  J.  M.  Russell, 
Saltonstall,  Sanionl.  Blade.  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Richard 
W.  Thompson,  Tillingbast,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull, 
Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrep,  Yorke, 
Augustus  Young,  and  Joho  Young -^. 

So  ihe  vote,  by  which  the  printing  of  the  reports 
was  ordered,  was  reconsidered. 

The  qneMion  of  printing  the  reports  then  coming 
up  for  considera'ion, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  observed  that,  as  the  vote  just 
taken  might  be  considered  as  a  test  of  the  sense  of 
the  House,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  motion  to   . 
print  on  the  table. 

Several  membera  eipressing  the  desire  that  the 
subject  might  be  passed  over  for  the  present  with- 
out any  formal  motion,      • 

Mr.  FILLMORE  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay 
the  pendini?  question  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WISE  renewed  the  motion,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  on 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative-^yeas  104,  nays  84,  a«  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  LandaiT  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arring- 
ton, Atherton,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Black.  Bowne,  Boyd, 
Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler, 
William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
well, John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruihers,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clifibrd,  Clin* 
ton,  ( 'oles,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Cushing,  Dan- 
lei,  Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eastmao,  John  C. 
Edwards,  Eebert,  Gentry,  Gerry ^llmer,  Goggin,  Wm.  O. 
Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gwin,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  Lewis, 
Liiilefleld,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCIellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  MetUU,  Meriwether, 
Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Owsley,  Partridge, 
Payne,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Powell,  Reding,  Rencher, 
Reynolds,  Rhett,  Rigga,  Rogers, Saunders,  Shepperd,  Shields, 
William  Smith,  Steenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  6um> 
mere,  Sumter,  Swf  nev,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trotii, 
Turney,  Wallace,  Waehineton,  Waiterson,  Weller,  Westbrook, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  \Vi8e,  and  Wood— 104. 

NaYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Birdraye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Burden,  Botts,  Briggs,  BronRoii, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhonn,  Childs,  Chittenden,  Staley 
N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Everett,  Ferris,  Feasenden,  Fillmore,  John  G  Floyd,  Gates, 
Giddings,  Patrick  6.  Goode,  Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry, 
Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin, 
William  W.  Irwin,  James.  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Kins,  Linn,  Robert  McCIellan,  McKennan,  Maihiot,  Mat* 
tock's.  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Parmenter,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Read,  Ridg- 
way, Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Siade,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  John  T.  Stuart.  Richard  W. 
Thompson.  Tillinghast,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Un- 
derwood, Van  Rensselaer,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L. 
White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Wlnduop,  Yoike,  Augustus 
Young,  and  John  Yonug— dt. 


So  the  motion  to  print  the  reports^ was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  a  conmnniea- 
tion  from  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  snbjeet  of 
certain  ezpendiiures,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  ihe  Expenditures  of  the  Navy  Department,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  their  legality  and  pro* 
priely. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  wished  to  know,  now,  what 
was  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  was  nnderatood  lo  say  the  spe- 
cial order. 

Some  conversation  in  relation  thereto,  knd  some 
explanations  were  gone  into,  amidst  mnch  confu- 
sion. Ultimately,  the  House  was  bronght  to  the 
question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  reports  on  tbe 
table. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
and  they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resnlicd 
in  yeas  74,  nays  114,  as  follows: 

YEAb— MeesTS.  Adams,  Allen,  Arrtogton,  Baker,  Barton, 
Beeson,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Aaron  V.  Brown.  Baroell, 
Green  W.  Caldwell^  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  OMsy. 
Childs,  Coles,  Cowen,  Cross,  Cashing,  Daniel,  Rtchara 
D.  Davisj  John  Edwards,  John  C.  Edwai^  Fornance,  Qum, 
Gerry,  Gilmer,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Gwin,  Hopkioe,  Houck, 
Houston,  Hubard,  Hudson,  Henter,  Cliarles  J.  Ingeraoll, 
William  W.  Irwin,  Care  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jonen,  Andnv 
Kennedy,  Lewis,  Mallory,  Mardiand,  Matbews^  Morris,  New. 
hard,  Oliver,  Partridge,   Plumer,   Benjamin   Randall, 


Rencher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,  Saltonstall,  Sanfcnd, 
Kaunders,  Shields,  William  Smith,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Bweuey, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Trumbull,  Ward,  Wanenoi^ 
Weller,  Westbroolr,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Wioilirop,  aad 
Wise— 74.  % 

NAYS— Meaars.  LandalT  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Athenoa, 
Aycrigg,  Barnard,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Blair,  BoUs,  Boyd, 
Bronson,  Milton  Bcown,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Burlie.  William  Butler,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell.  Canithen,  Cary,  Cfaitno- 
den,  John  C.  Clark,  Cliflbrd,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Cranston,  Cravens,  Garrett  Da/is,  Dawson,  Dean,  Debetiy, 
Doig,  Kastman,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Pdloiore, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Gentry,  Gogcin,  William  O. 
Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Granger,  Halsted,  Howard,  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James.  Keim,  John  P. 
Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn,  Liitlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  If  cGiel- 
Ian,  Robert  McCIellan,  McKay,  McKeonan,  McKeon,  TIiomm 
F.  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwall, 
Maynard.  Medill,  Meriwetlier,  Mitchell,  Moore.  Morgan,  Mor> 
row,  Oeborre,  Owaley,  Payne,  Pearce,  Peodieiaii,  Pickcn^ 
Powell,  Randolph,  Ridcway,  Rodney,  Rogers,  William  Rna- 
eell,  James  M.  Russell,  Shepperd,  Blade,  Truman  Smiik, 
Staoly, John  T.  Stuart,  SummerS|Taliarcrro,  John B.  Tboffl[K 
son,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tomlinson.  Tripleti,  Tcotti, 
Tumey,  Dnderwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wama, 
Washmgton,  Edward  D.  White,  Joeeph  L.  White,  Christopher 
H.  Willliama,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Yorke,  Augustus  Youn^ 
and  John  Young— 114. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatired. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  withdrew  his  nMiUon  to 
amend,  which  was  made  on  a  previoas  daj. 

A((r.  BIDLACK  then  obtained  the  floor,  ud 
commenced  by  referring  to  the  sutement  that  Par- 
son Miller  had  made  a  mistake  of  one  tbonaand 
years  in  his  calculations  as  to  the  day  of  the  final 
destruction  of  the  world.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  fooad 
himself  in  a  similar  predicament.  Bemg  anxioss 
to  obtain  the  floor,  for  the  purpose  of  spealdng  oft 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  taw,  and  hnving 
calcalated  on  a  certain  day  when  he  should  speak, 
he  found  that  he  was  now  not  only  mistaken  as  to 
the  time,  but  also  as  to  the  subject,  on  which  be 
would  have  to  deliver  his  speech.  In  conseqaeiiee, 
much  of  what  he  had  desired  to  say  was  now  loat. 
He  had  desired  to  apeak  from  the  noietf  he  bad 
prepared  on  the  evening  that  tbe  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Underwood]  spoke;  hot  they  were 
now  out  of  his  pussesston;  and  even  if  be  had 
them,  he  doubted  whether  they  would  be  applienble 
to  the  question  now  before  the  House.  [Many 
voices,  ■'  What  is  the  question?**]  He  was  naked 
by  gentlemen  sll  around  him  what  was  tbe  ques- 
tion. As  he  understood  it,  the  question  before  the 
Hou^e  was  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  re ferrrd  ao 
much  of  the  Presideot*s  messtige  as  related  to  the 
collection,  safekeeping,  and  disbursement  of  tbe 
public  money,  declaring*  that  the  scheme  of  an  ex- 
chequer proposed  by  the  Executive  should  not  be 
Adopted;  together  with  the  counter-resolution  of 
tbe  genilenran  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Athbb- 
ToM  ]  which  he  was  in  favor  of  adopting. 

He  believed  that  the  people  of  this  country  de- 
^ired  Congress  to  p'^stpone  their  dtscaasions  abooi 
the  exrcntive  officers  of  the  Government,  and  do 
Fcmethiog  for  the  good  of  the  country.  Much  had 
been  5aid  about  the  **uni verbal  Whig  party *^— bow 
it  got  into  power,  how  je  died,  and  what  phjrsiciaa^ 
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attended  it.  Thia  reminded  him  of  the  nonery 
ule,  part  of  which  read:  "Who  killed  Cock  RobinI 
Who  saw  him  dier*  [Laughter]  ''I,"  says  the 
gentleman  from  Acoomac,  [Mr.  Wise;]  *'I  saw 
him  die.'*  [General  laughter.]  No  man  knew 
more  of  the  seeds  of  disease — how  they  were  sown, 
aad  by  whom— than  the  gentleman  from  Aceomac. 
That  gentleman  was  correct  in  assig nina  ihe  eaases 
of  ita  downfall.  So  far  from  the  Whigs  being 
right  in  charging  ibeir  defeats  upon  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  he  (Mr.  B.)  believed  the  gentle- 
man tras  entirely  correct  in  sayiug  that  the  Whig 
party  would  bare  fallen  ptr  $e,  even  if  John  Tyler 
had  neyer  had  anything  to  do  with  it:  [Laughter.] 
The  manner  in  which  it  was  collected  together  in- 
sored  ita  destruction. 

Here  Mr.  BARNARD  rose,  and  called  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Bidlack]  to  order. 

The  8PBAKER  desired  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  state  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BARNARD  made  a  statement  not  heard 
atoye  the  general  noise. 

Mr.  PICKENS.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Biolack]  is  only  stating  ihe  question. 
He  ia,  therefore,  clearly  entitled  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BIDLACK.  I  am  sure  I  am  right.  If  ibe 
gentleman  calls  me  to  order,  I  will  show  him  how 
it  ia  that  it  is.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BARNAKD.  My  p^int  of  order  is,  that 
the  gentleman  ia  not  discussing,  or  approaching  to 
diaDOsa,  the  question  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  remark  to  4be 
Hoose  that  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  had 
certainly  given  rise  to  a  debate  of  a  very  general 
and  irrelevant  character,  and  not  strictly  in  order. 
if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  BARNiao] 
should  insist  on  his  point  cf  order— that  is,  on  a 
atrict  observance  of  the  rules  of  the  House — the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Biolacr]  mu^t 
take  his  seat. 

Mr.  BARNARD  aaid  he  did  inaist  upon  it. 

Mr,  BIDLACK  aaid  he  would  bow  to  the  de- 
eision  of  the  Chair.  He  did  not  much  regret  that 
he  was  preveQted  from  pro:eediog  in  the  strain  in 
which  be  had  commenced,  especially  as  his  re- 
marks were  applicable  to  a  party  now  lo  dead; 
and  the  House  will  recollect  the  old  adage — that 
we  should  say  as  little  about  the  dead  as  possible, 
except  what  was  good:  "De  morfuts,  nil  niti 
^onam.*^  [Laughter.]  He  would  remark,  never- 
theless, by  wayof  apofogy — [Many  memberf:  **No 
need  of  any  apology.'*]  Really,  ibe  House  was 
difficnlt  to  please.  [Liaoghier.]  He  knew  not 
whether  be  could  make  a  speech  of  an  hour  with- 
ont  saying  anything  on  the  subject.  If  the  House 
had  allowed'him  to  say  what  he  wished  in  the  first 
place,  be  should  have  been  done  in  ten  minutes. 
He  was  then  going  on  to  show  that,  in  relation  to 
thecnrrency,  the  people  would  not  be  satisfied  with 
the  adoption  of  a  mere  resolution.  [Several:  "You 
are  out  of  order  now.**]  He  was  told  he  was  out 
of  order,  because  he  &aid  something  that  related 
to  the  subject !  At  home  he  was  reputed  a  good- 
natared  man;  not  so  here.  It  seemed  that  a  man 
iconld  get  nothing  in  that  House,  except  what  he 
had  to  fight  for.  Perhaps  it  would  be  found  he 
cottid  do  l>etter  at  that  than  at  speaking. 

It  appeared  lo  him  that  a  majority  of  this  House 
never  would  be  able  to  settle  their  accounts  with 
the  people,  if  they  contented  themselvea  with 
merely  adopting  the  resolution,  and  then  leaving 
Itie  subject  to  slumber.  Whether  what  had  been 
aserted  in  an  article  in  the  *'Uolon,*'  read  this 
morning  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
FfLLMoaaJ — (bat  a  Whig  caucus  had  prevented  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  reporting 
the  exchequer  bill — was  true  or  not,  he  had  no 
mean«  of  knowing.  Yet  he  ftared  a  determina- 
tion had  been  come  to,  to  do  nothing;  and  there 
leave  the  quebtioo.  He  believed  that  it  was  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  a  distinauished  in* 
dividual — ^a  candidate  for  the  Presidency — to  leave 
the  question  open  until  after  the  Presidential  elec-. 
tion,  as  was  alleged  to  have  been  his  wi&h  in  reprard 
to  ih  •  tariff.  [Many  voice*,  "Who  is  he1»']  That 
nan  most  b^;  dull  of  comprehension  who  did  not 
know  to  whom  he  alluded. 

He  was  willing  to  let  gentlemen  enjoy  all  the 
obtuseness   of  intellect  that  they  claimed,  and, 


therefore,  he  would  not  mention  the  name  of  the  in* 
dividual.  What  he  wished  to  aay  was,  that,  though 
he  was  opposed  to  the  resolution  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways^and  Means,  he  was  not  in  fa- 
vor of  the  exchequer  plan  as  •  recommended  by  the 
Executive.  He  was  opposed  to  endorsing  paper 
money  any  further  than  was  rendered  necessary 
by  existing  demands  on  the  treasury,  which  miaht 
be  supplied  by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes.  The 
plans  of  the  President,  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  CasHiifo,]  were  all  recommended  by 
plausible  reasoning.  That  of  the  sentlemaa  from 
Massachusetts  was,  he  thought,  the  most  accepta- 
ble. But  either  was,  in  his  opinion,  an  entering 
wedge  to  a  paper-money  System  which  he  CQuId 
never  approve.  But  he  did  not  desire  to  discuss 
Ihe  exchequer.  What  he  had  sought  an  opportu- 
nit]Mo>lo  was  to  show  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
majority  to  adopt  some  plan,  and  that  they  could  not 
escape  that  responsibility  by  endeavoring  to  throw 
it  upon  the  Pre*ideni's  veto  of  the  bank  bill;  for  Mr. 
Clay  himself  had  expressed  his  willingness  to  dis- 
pense with  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sta(e5,if  any  other  expedient  could  be  devised.  It 
was  this  which  had  induced  him  to  demur  (o  the 
argument  ot  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [f^r. 
UNDBawooD,]  who  had  endeavored  to  throw  all  ihe 
blame  upon  John  Tyler ^s  ''constitutional  fact.'* 
He  referred  to  what  took  place  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  was  addresi:ing  the  House; 
and  when  that  gentleman  said: 

*The  very  fact  that  the  preaent  Executive  attended  the  liar- 
riabiirg  coDveniion,  that  it  waa  declared  in  every  paper 
throughout  the  United  Siaiea  that  Mr.  Clay  waa  his  favorite  for 
the  Prealdency,  ha'd  convinced  the  people  that  he  would  approve 
and  vign  anything  that  Mr.  Clay  favored. 

"Mr.  BIDLACK  (Mr.  U.  yielding  the  floor)  Inquired  if  Mr. 
Clay  himaell  had  not,  on  various  occasions,  and  particularly  in 
hiaapeechat  Hanover,  disclaimed  that  he  waa  ia  favor  of  a 
national  bank?  [Several  voices  "No."]  If  he  had  not  said 
that  it  was  a  question  which  waa  to  be  postponed  and  submitted 
to  the  decision  of  the  people? 

•*Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  had  never  heard  any  dis- 
claimer imputed  to  Mr.  Clay  before,  since  the  canvass  of  1840 
commenced;  If  there  waa  anything  in  any  speech  he  (Mr.  Clay) 
had  ever  made,  disclaiming  the  policy  of  a  national  bank,  he 
was  was  ignorant  of  it.  lie  requested  the  gentleman  to  pro- 
duce it."  . 

He  (Mr.  B.)  pledgrd  himself  to  produce  it.  He 
had  done  so  heretofore  in  his  speech  en  the  bank 
bill  at  the  extra  session,  in  which  he  produced  evi- 
dence that  Mr.  Clay  was  willing  that  other  expedients 
should  be  tried  before  a  national  bank  was  again 
resorted  lo.  Snbscqaently,  be  had  cLd^avored  to 
get  the  floor  to  redeem  his  pledge;  and,  a<^  he  had 
been  prevented  by  the  course  taken,  be  now  claimed 
the  right,  on  this  occasion,  to  do  what  he  had  been 
called  upon  to  do. 

All  that  he  profefsed  to  be  was  an  humble  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  not  suffi- 
ciently connected  with  the  President  to  enable  him 
to  defend  him;  but  his  doctrine  was,  'Met  justice 
be  done,  though  the  heavens  fall.^'  He  did  think 
that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  argued  un- 
fairly in  contending  that  John  Tyler  was  goiliy  of 
treachery  in  vetoing  a  bank,  because  he  (Mr.  Ty- 
ler) was  once  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clay  as  President. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  was  this:  Mr. 
Clay  is  in  favor  of  a  baak;  John  Tyler  was  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Clay;  (&ere/ore,  John  Tyler  was  bound 
to  sign  a  bank  bill  1  He  took  occa»ion  to  say  that 
this  was  not «  correct  conclusion,  and  that  Mr. 
Clay,  in  his  speech  at  Taylorsville,  had  said  that 
other  expedients  might  be  resorted  to.  Mr.  Clay  ' 
expressed  himself  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to  the 
arbitrament  of  enlightened  public  opinion.  There- 
fore, he  contended  that  it  wonld  not  have  beei^  ia- 
consistent  in  Mr.  Clay,  had  be  been  elected  Presi- 
^  dent,  to  have  resorted  to  all  o'her  expedients  be- 
fore he  took  a  bank  of  the  United  Slates. 

In  order  not  to  do  injustice  to  Mr.  Clay,  he 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Hoose  to  the  exact 
language  of  that  distinguished  individual,  in  his 
published  remarks.    It  is: 

"That  the  currency  of  the  country,  its  stability  and  uniform 
value,  and,  as  intimately  and  indissoluhly  connected  wiili  i<. 
the  insurance  of  the  faithful  performance  of  the  fiscal  services 
necessary  to  the  Government,  should  be  maintained  and  secured 
by  exercising  all  the  powers  requisite  to  these  ubjecia,  with 
which  Congress  is  conRtituiionally  invested.  Thetie  arc  the 
great  ends  to  be  aimed  at — the  means  are  of  subordinnte  im- 
portance. Whether  ihrse  ends,  indispensable  to  the  well  be- 
ing both  of  the  people  and  the  Government,  are  to  be  attained 
bysountl  and  safe  Siate  banks  carefully  selected  and  propei  ly 
wtributed,  or  by  a  new  bank  of  the  United  Biatea,  with  such  Um*    j| 


iutfoM^  oondhiona,  and  raatrlctlons  aa  have  been  indicated  by 
experience,  should  be  left  to  the  arbitrament  of  enlightened 
pabiic  opinion." 

He  would  take  occasion  to  say  that  Mr.  Clay's 
course,  in  his  Hanover  speech,  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  his  general  boldness  and  openness  of 
character.  In  that  speech  he  but  pursued  a  por- 
tion of  the  Whig  policy  in  1840,  which  was  "all 
things  to  all  men."  Therefore,  Mr.  Clay  told  the 
peopleof  Virginia,  with  whom  bethought  a  bank 
to  be  unpopular,  that  he  was' willing  to  try 
other  expedients.  It  was  the  same  policy  which 
induced  the  venerable  Harrison  to  be  represented 
at  the  North  as  an  Anti  mason,  and  at  the  So^th  as  < 
the  peculiar  friend  of  the  slaveholders.  It  was 
ihe  same  policy  which  the  Whigs  pursued  when 
they  declared  in  favor  of  a  tariff  in  the  North,  and 
again5t  it  in  the  South.  If  the  Democratic  candi- 
date was  any  the  better  for  any  particular  quality, 
or  for  holding  any  particular  principles,  the  Whig 
wa^  sure  to  have  it  just  as  it  was  with  the  man 
who  wished  to  sell  his  horse,  when  one  of  the  by- 
standers inquired  if  he  was  not  spavined?  **Spav« 
ined  I  spavined  I**  said  he;  "I  don't  know  exactly 
what  that  is;  but  if  the  horse  is  any  the  better  for 
being  spavined,  he  is  spavined  P'    [Laugb'er.] 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  course  taken  by  the  lead- 
ing Whig  paper  of  Vircinia  on  this  question  in 
1841,  immediately  preceding  the  inauguration  of 
General  Harrison,  and  when  the  election  of  a  Sen- 
ator fiom  Virginia  [Mr.  Abchxb]  was  pending  be- 
fore the  Legislature.  An  aiticle  in  the  Richmond 
Whig  of  March  3,  1841,  contains  the  following 
word&: 

"I  propose  to  shew,  that,  unless  the  Whig  party  are  prepared 
now  to  devote  themselvea  to  the  accomplishment  of  objects  not 
only  not  avowed  then,  but  disa voiced — that  unlen  they  are 
willing  to  incur  the  suspicion  that  the  ends  to  be  attained  by 
the  elevation  of  General  Harrison  were  not  honestly  and  fully 
atated  to  the  people  during  the  canvass— they  are  not  only  not 
required  xo  elect  a  bank  Senator,  but  that  they  are  forbidden  to 
do  so  by  every  coosideration  of  justice,  candor,  and  lair  deal- 
ing." 

This  writer,  after  going  on  to  show  that  he,  and 
the  other  Whigs  with  whom  he  had  ac  ed,  have 
constantly  denied  the  issue  now  contended  for,  in« 
quiies: 

"Did  we  not  refer  to  General  Harrison's  ofl-repeated  declara* 
tion,  that  the  Constitution  contained  no  grant  of  power  to  create 
a  banlc;  and  that  he  could  not  be  inducra  to  sign  a  chatter  until 
there  had  t>een  a  fair  trial,  to  determine  whether  the  fiscal  con- 
cerna  of  the  Government  could  be  managed  without  one;  and, 
moreover,  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  popular  approbation  of 
the  measure?  How,  then,  can  any  one  contend  that  nothing 
but  a  national  banic  was  looked  to  by  the  friends  of  the  Presi. 
dent  as  a  substitute  for  the  sub  treasury,  aa  the  consequence  of 
the  ejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren'l 

"General  Harrison  havmg  been  elected  with  the  open  avowal 
of  constitutional  opposition  to  a  bank,  except  in  one  contin^ 
gency,  and  not  apprising  the  people  that  he  considered  that 
contingency  as  having  occurred— <Ae/atr  inference  U.  that 
the  peopl^  of  the  Untied  ISItatea  are  opposed  to  a  bank." 

The  same  writer  fnnher  remarked: 

''Recollecting  the  course  pursued  in  Virginia  b^  hie  friends, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  debarred  from  the  agitation  of  the 
bank  question.  Is  any  (riend  of  General  Harrison  willing  to 
see  a  national  bank  established,  at  the  hazard  of  charging  him 
with  committing  a  fraud  on  the  people?  How  could  he  escape 
it,  if  the  election  of  a  l>ank  Senator  is  claimed  as  an^tct  of  jus- 
tice to  himi  Would  it  not  ba  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
charge  preferred  by  his  enemies,  that  he  concealed  his  opinions 
on  that  subjecil  Is  there  one  man  in  Virginia,  who  took  an 
active  part  in  the  late  contest,  who  appealed  to  the  people  to 
discara  Mr.  Van  Boren,  that  a  bank  might  be  esiabliahedl  In* 
deed,  I  might  go  further,  and  inquire  if  the  adoption  of  any  one 
of  the  prominent  measures  which  some  Indiscreet  Whigs,  in> 
toxlcaied  with  success,  are  demanding  a  called  seaeion  to 
enact,  was  urged  aa  a  reason  for  the  diamissal  of  Martin  Van 
Buren." 

After  referring  to  the  letter  of  General  Harrison 
to  Sherrod  Williams^  and  to  some  other  circum- 
stances, the  article  went  on  to  say: 

'^Under  these  circumstancen,  so  far  from  the  Whigs  being 
under  any  obligation  to  elect  a  bank  Senator,  does  not  the  Prrs* 
ident  elect  suind  pledged  to  the  country  to  make  trial  of  some 
other  system,  liefore  he  can  adopt  the  national  bank?  General 
Harrison,  at  present,  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an  honeel 
man,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term;  of  being  a  trank,  open- 
hearted  soldier,  as  well  as  a  prudent  statesman;  and  I  believe 
he  di  serves  IL  He  should  beware,  then,  how  he  receives  coun- 
sel w!iich  would  make  him  depart  from  the  strict  letter  of 
the  uaderstanding  with  the  American  people  on  which  he  waa 
elected." 

After  reading  the  above  extracts,  Mr.  B.  asked* 
how  could  the  gentleman  fcpm  Kentucky,  or  the 
Whig  parly,  charge  Mr.  Tyler  with  treachery,  for 
doing  just  what  Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  do. 

Again:  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  Hanover  spetcb,  after 
expressing  his  individual  preference  for  a  national 
bank,  used  the  following  langnage: 


in 
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"Bui  it  is  the  end— that  or  a  sound  and  sufficieot  currency, 
and  a  faithful  execution  of  the  fiscal  duties  of  Governmeot— 
that  should  engage  the  dispassionate  and  candid  consideration 
of  the  .whole  community.  There  b  nothing  in  the  name  of  a 
bank  of  the.  United  (States  which  has  any  magical  charm,  or  to 
which  any  one  need  be  wedded.  It  is  to  secure  certain  great 
objects,  without  which  society  cannot  prosper;  and  if,  contrary 
to  my  apprehensions,  these  objects  can  be  accomplished  by 
dlspenainf  with  the  agency  of  a  banir  of  the  United  tSutes,  and 
employing  that  of  State  banks,  jill  ought  to  rejoice,  and  heartily 
acquiesce;  and  none  would  more  than  I  should." 

Mr.  Clay,  in  this  paragraph,  expresstd  his  wil- 
lingness that  other  expedients  &bould  be  adopted; 
and,  if  it  shoiiid  be  f'onnd  that  the  objects  he  had 
in  view — viz:  a  sound  and  sufficient  carrency,  and 
E  faithful  execution  of  the  fiscal  duties  of  the  Gk)T> 
ernment— could  be  accomplished  by  dispensing 
with  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  none  would  re- 
joice more  than  he  would. 

He  did  tfot  wish  to  be  understood,  in  these  re- 
marks,  as  enlisting  against  Mx.  Clay,  and  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Tyler;  but,  as  a  fair  and  a  'candid  man, 
^recollecting  these  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay  at  Hano- 
ver, he  thought  it  no  more  than  fair  and  jast  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Undbrwood]  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  him  ij^at  he  had  no  more  right  to  draw 
conclusions  derogatory  to  Mr.  Tyler,  than  he  had 
to  censure  Mr.  Clay  for  the  same  thing.  He 
knew  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  sophistry  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  as  well  as  others  of 
Mr.  Clay's  frienda,  to  explain  away  these  things, 
and  make  them  mean  anything  or  nothing;  but  he 
thought  that  it  would  generally  be  believed  by  the 
inielligent  of  the  country,  that  Mr.  Clay,  when  he 
made  his  Hanover  speech,  was  willing  to  accom- 
modate himself  to  the  particular  atmosphere  by 
which  he  was  surrounded.  He  did  not  intend, 
when  he  rose,  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House  thus' long.  The  question  on  which  he  wished 
to  speak  was  not  before  the  House,  and  he  was 
unprepared  with  the  notes  of  many  things  he 
wished  to  refer  to.  He  had,  however,  endeavored 
to  redeem  the  pledge  he  made  some  days  ago  to- the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  UNDcawooD,] 
and  he  trusted  and  believed  that  he  had  succeeded. 

Mr.  CUSHIRG  said  he  did  not  know  what  it 
was  the  purpose  of  the  House  to  do  in  reference  to 
the  subject  before  ihem— whether  it  was  their  inten- 
tion summarily  to  defeat  the  exchequer  bill,  by 
adopting  the  resolution  before  them,  or  to  suffer  it 
to  undergo  a  regular  discussion  and  examination 
on  its  merits.  He  could  hardly  believe  that  it  could 
be  the  pleasure tif  the  House  to  dismiss  se  impor- 
tant a  measure  in  this  summary  manner — to  con- 
demn it  first,  and  try  it  afterwards.  He  could  not 
believe  that  the  House  would  decide  against  it 
without  any  discussion.  It  Was  said  of  Rbada- 
manthns  that  he  punished  first,  and  tried  after- 
wards— ^'eattigataudUqtus^*  but  that  was  a  mode  of 
procedure  fit  only  for  the  regions  below,  and  not 
for  the  judgments  of  that  House. 

He  would,  in  the  first  place,  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  **not,"  as  that 
would  be  the  most  appropriate  way  to  bring  the 
whole  subject  up  for  discussion;  and  then,  after 
laying  before  the  House  a  number  of  memorials 
on  the  subject,  which  he  had  not  yet  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting,  he  would  move  an  adjourn- 
ment, reserving  his  remarks  for  to-morrow,  Mr. 
C.  then  laid  before  the  Heuse  a  number  of  memo- 
rials from  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States, 
all  praying  for  the  passage  of  the  exchequer  bill; 
after  which,  he  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion  prevailing. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
ToBSDAT,  January  24, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  fern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmitting  further  information  received  at  that 
department  as  to  the  operations  of  the  bankrupt 
law;  which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  beptiated. 

Memorials  were  presented  by  Mr.  EVANS  froiti 
Bath,  Maine,  and  by  Mr.  SIMMONS  from  Bristol 
and  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  representing  that 
the  mercantile  navigation  of  the  United  States  has 
snfered  materially  from  the  effects  of  the  existing 


treaties,  and  the  arrangements  between  (he  United 
Stages  and  Qreat  Britain,  the  Hanseatic  Republics, 
France,  Hollandi  Denmark,  Russia,  and  Sweden, 
respectively;  and  that  those  treaties  and  arrange- 
ments termed  reciprocal  have  not  proved  recipro- 
cal to  the  navigation  of  the  United  States;  and 
asking  that  Congress  would,  so  far  as  the  trea'ies 
permitted,  make  regulations  which  would  relieve 
them  from  the  consequences  resulting  from  these 
relations. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Cyrus  Sbepard  and  others,  of  Qenesee  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  favor  of  a  horizontal  protective  tariff;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  the 
pUn  for  a  board  of  exchequer;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  the  cHy 
of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  the  Execu- 
tive for  a  board  of  exchequer:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Oswego,  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel  Dewey, 
a&king  for  a  pension;  which  -was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also^  presented  a  petition  from  Joseph  Watson, 
of  Ohio,  praying  for  compensation  as  secretary  and 
storekeeper  to  Indian  department  in  the  Northwest; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition  from  Lau- 
rens Millander,  of  Louisiana,  praying  for  con- 
firmation of  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  New  Or- 
leans land  district;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH,. from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill 
to  apply  certain  alternate  aeetions  of  the  public 
domain  towards  the  completion  of  works  of  in- 
ternal improvements  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and 
for  other  purposes,  accompanied  by  a  special  re- 
port; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Koads,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred sundry  memorials  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  States,  in  favor  of  testricting  the 
franking  privilege,  and  of  reducing  the  rates  of 
postage,  reported  a  bill  to  limit  the  use  and  correct 
the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege;  and  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  rates  of  postage;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

[The  bill  concerning  postages  fixes  the  rate  on 
all  ^iogle  letteta  carried  a  distance  not  exceeding 
thirty  miles,  at  five  cents;  for  all  distances  exceed- 
ing thirty  miles,  ten  cents.  Double,  triple,  and 
quadruple  letters,  in  the  same  proportion.  On 
newspapers,  not  exceeding  in  dimension  1,350 
square  inches,  one  cent  postage;  on  papers  exceed- 
ing that  dimension,  one  cent  additional  for  every 
5  square  inches  above  the  1,350  square  inches.] 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that  the  Committee 
on  theJndiciary,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
memorial  of  John  Grant,  of  Mbsissippi,  praying 
certain  compensation,  had  instructed  him  to  report 
the  following  resolution,  viz: 

JUaolvtd^  That  the  Serretarr  of  War  be  directed  to  commii- 
nicaieto  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  with  John 
Grant,  for  dredging  the  channel  of  the  Choctaw  paaa  in  the 
liarbor  of  Mobile,  fn  October,  1836;  together  with  Uie  date  of 
the  cancellation  of  the  said  contract,  and  the  reasons  therefor; 
also,  a  copy  of  any  contract  made  with  others  for  said  woric 
since  1836,  and  when  the  work  was  commenced  under  such  con- 
tract;  together  with  a  statement  of  all  the  moneys  expended  in 
improving  said  Choctaw  pass  since  1836:  also,  a  copy  of  the 
contract  for  excavations  in  the  Dog  river  bar,  and  when  said  ex- 
cavations commenced  under  said  contract,  and  the  price  paid 
for  any  machine  to  execute  that  work;  also,  a  statement  of  the 
ume  consumed  in  the  construction  of  the  steani  dredging  ma- 
chine built  for  the  removal  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi,  including  the  time  of  transportaUon  and  other  delays. 
unUI  the  work  of  excavating  commenced. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  CONRAD,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  touching  the  quesiicn 
of  refunding  certain  purchase  money  to  citizens 
of  Louisiana,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 


diciary, reported  back,  without  amendmeof  imi 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
from  the  House  en>itifd  **An  act  to  transfer  to  the 
trustees  of  Cjentre  College,  in  Kentucky,  ttM  Itnib 
heretofore  granted  to  the  Kentucky  Asylom  for 
the  teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  " 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same,  committee,  reported  t 
bill  to  settle  the  title  to  Pea  Patch  island,  Iq  the 
river  Delaware;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  i 
second  reading. 

The  following  bills  were  then  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Plant^s'  Bank  of 
Mississippi,  and  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Misis- 
sippi;  and 

The  bill  to  amend  the  charteir  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  H.  Wilde  (hv 
granting  him  the.  benefit  of  the  copyright  laws  of 
the  United  States. to  a  certain  work  of  bis  on  Iial* 
ian  literature,  notwithstanding  such  work  may  be 
first  published  in  England)  was  takeu  up  and  reid 
the  third  time;  and  the  question  then  being  "KiaU 
the  bill  pass?** 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  some  remarks  adverse  to 
to  its  passage,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  0178; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  some  remarks  in  fa?or  of 
the  bill;  when  • 

The  question  being  taken  on  its  passage,  it  wis 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  nays  15. 

Mf.  CRITTENDEN  presented  g  petition  from 
Balie  Peyton,  now  of  New  Orleans,  praying  the 
payment  of  the  award  ef  certain  arbitrators,  for 
property  taken  by  the  United  States  on  which  to 
erect  a  light-house;  which  was  referred  to  the  Gob- 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RIVES,  the  House  biH  for 
the  relief  of  Teackle  Sayage,  administrator  of 
Bo'aiba  Law?,  which  had  been  reported  adversely 
'  upon  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  taken  up 
and  recommitted  to  that  committee— some  addi* 
tional  testimony  in  favor  of  the  claim  involved  bar- 
ing been  received. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aifairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ef 
Mary  W.  Thompson;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  a  second  reading;  and  the  report  aceompuy- 
ing  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presen^d  several  nemori' 
als  from  the  cities  of  New  York,  Buffalo,  and 
Troy,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the 
plan  for  the  board  of  exchequer  recommended  by 
the  Executive;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  came  up  on  its  passage,  at 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  addres&ed  the  Senate  at  considerable  length 
in  support  of  the  bill.      ' 

He  considered  the  Oregon  Territory  as  ineoa- 
testably  oors,  as  any  other  of  our  possessioas. 
There  was  no  more  reason  against  our  occapying 
it,  than  there  could  have  been  against  our  exercisiag 
jurisdiction  over  Iowa  or  Wisconsin  when  w 
p|aced  them  under  our  territorial  govemmeni. 
There  could  be  only  one  of  two  objections  to  car 
exercising  the  Fame  ownership— one  of  which  was, 
that  we  entertain  some  doubt  of  our  title;  and  the 
other,  that  it  may  be  inexpedient  to  exercise  on; 
undoubted  right. 

To  neither  of  these  reasons  could  he  accede.  In- 
deed, so  far  as  regards  the  first,  he  was  glad  to  find 
that  there  was  not  a  single  member  of  the  Senate 
who  seemed  to  entertain  the  slightest  donbt  of  m 
just  title  to  the  entire  of  the  territory.  Allconteod 
that  our  right  to  all  we  claim  is  indefeasible.  Why, 
then,  should  there  b^  any  hesitation  about  pier- 
cising  our  ownership  over  the  territory?  The  dis- 
pute between  us  and  Englaad  neyer  can  be  aboni 
that;  for  she  does  not  profess  to  deny  our  right  10 
territory.  She  may  reasonably  confine  us  to  the 
letter  of  the  existing  treaty;  but,  in  doing  this,  she 
is  necessarijy  boond  to  show  that  rhe  oon/onns 
strictly  to  it  herself.  If  she  gives  it  a  conflrnc'joa 
which  we  hiiherio  have  not  given  to  it,  »be  can 
have  no  just  cause  of  complaint-  should  we  ad 


CONCtRESSroJVAL. 


.  <■>  II  ii 


•iaki*>>a*.a^NaB^«&,is:^aMiflk 


PUBLISHED  BY  BLAIR  AND  RIVES,  AT  ONE  DOLLAR  PER  SESSION,  IN  ADVANCE. 


27th  Goko«...«....Sd  Sbss. 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  28.  1843. 


VoLUMK  12«  —  No.  13 


Coniimml  /rom  Jfo.  13. 
her  coEstracUon.  But,  in  trntb,  that  treaty  can 
neither  gire  aor  withhold  rights  ef  territory, 
and  the  exercise  of  soyereignty;  for  it  is  ex- 
pressly Ufloited  to  a  specific  purpose — that  of 
seenriog,  daring  its  coniinasnc^,  the  'free  and 
open  intercourse  of  the  citizens  q(  one  of 
the  contracting  parties,  and  subjects  of  the  other, 
for  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce,  leaving 
the  rights  of  the  re»pective  parties  iiDtoached.  As, 
then,  BDgland  gains  no  right  over  our  poriion  of 
the  territory  but  that  of  freedom  to  trade,  like  that 
of  our  own  citizens — for  which  she  concedes  an 
eqaiTalent  right  to  oar  citizens  over  her  portion  of 
territory,  if  she  has  any — what  other  country  can 
dispBte  our  exercise  of  jurisdiction?  Not  France, 
for  she  sold  to  as  alf  possible  claim  she  could  have 
derived;  not  Spain,  for  her  title  is  transferred  to 
ot;  and  certainty  not  Russia,  for  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  encroach  upon  her  sonihern  boundary  be- 
yond the  54th  degree  of  northern  latitude.  No 
other  country  under  heaven  can  have  any  preten- 
sion-to  oar  territory;  and  we  have  seen  that  the  ex- 
isting treaty  with  England,  so  far  from  giving  her 
any,  expressly  stipulates  that  its  obligations  shall 
not  be  constrned  in  any  manner  to  affect  title.  If 
she  was  not  conscious  that  she  could  set  up  no 
claim  of  her  own,  she  would  not  endeavor  to  make 
the  world  believe  that  her  object  is,  in  contending 
for  the  narrow  slip  of  land  really  in  dispute  north 
of  the  Columbia  river,  merely  to  keep  open,  for 
the  benefit  of  all  nations,  a  free  port  at  the  mouth 
of  that  river.  And  even  this  she  did  not  think  of 
till  we  made  a  settlement  there.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  shelias  interfered  to  prevent  enterprises  for 
the  advancement  of  our  commerce.  Mr.  W.  here 
mentioned  several  instances  of  like  interfereRce. 

The  question  is^  what  are  our  rights?  We  de- 
riye  them  either  by  purchase,  discovery,  or  by 
treaty,  ir  she  has  any,  she  must  »how  as  good  a  ti- 
tiet  or  yield  that  ours  issuperior;  and  tbissetsat  rest 
her  claims.  She  did  not  purchase  the  undoubted 
title  of  Spain  to  all  her  rights  on  the  Northwest 
coast,  as  wa  did;  she  did  not  discover  the  Colum- 
bia river,  as  we  did;  and  with  regard  to  treatie?,  it 
has  been  shown,  over  and  over  again,  that  she 
acquired  no  right  to  soil  or  territory  under  any  one 
to  which  she  has  been  a  party.  There  is  nothing 
of  the  kind  in  her  treaty  with  Russia,  in  her  treaty 
with  Spain,  or  in  her  treaty  with  ourselves.  In  no 
one  of  these  trsaties  has  she  gained  an  iota  of 
claim  to  soil  or  territory.  She  is  granted  nothing 
bat  a  joint  use  of  the  right  to  fish,  hunt,  trade,  or 
navigate. 

There  is  not  a  word  in  the  treaty  of  1818  about 
joint  occupation  or  settlement.  We  do  not  look  to 
that  treaty  for  our  right  to  occupy  or  to  settle  our 
Territory  sf  Oregon.  We  stand  upon  our  incon- 
testable title.  Neither  can  she  derive  from  it  what 
it  does  not  directly  or  Didirectly  mention.  It  is 
merely  a  treaty  of  trade  and  commerce,  to  be  free 
and  open  to  the  subjects-  and  citizens  of  the  two 
powers.  We  might  sign  a  treaty  to-morrow,  giv- 
ing England  an  equal  right  with  onr  own  cilisens 
to  f^e  trade  with  the  port  of  New  York;  l^ot  who 
could  be  so  absurd  as  to  contend  that  we  thereby 
conveyedtojher  a  joint  occupancy  and  joint  right 
of  settlement  on  the  soil  and  territory  of  New 
York  to  the  defeaseitient  of  our  owd  title? 

By  the  treaty  of  1818,  renewed  in  1827,  the  citi- 
zens and  subjects  of  both  powers  are  undoubtedly 
entitled  to  a  free  and  open  exercise  of  intercourse  ' 
for  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce.  On  onr  part, 
we  refrain  from  exacting  duties  on  goods  belong- 
ing to  British  subjects  found  on  our  territory;  and 
Bngland  gnaranties  the  same  with  respect  to  our 
eitizens  on '  territory  claimed  by  her.  This  is  the 
tme,  and  only  trae,  meaning  and  spirit  of  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  W.  here  entered  upon  a  critical  examination 
of  the  tremy  of  1818,*  and  its  renecul  in  1837, 
showing  that  no  other  construction  could  be  pnt 
upon  tl^  wording  of  both,  than  that  which  he  had 
given.    In  confirmation  of  this,  he  cited  varioas 


passagt  s  in  the  communications  from  the  British 
ministers  in  every  convention  or  negotiation  held 
with  them  from  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1818,  to 
the  time  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  gave  a  new  impetus  to  its 
encroachments,  and  induced  it  to  seek  a  pledge 
from  the  British  Government  for  the  protection  of 
any  interests  which  might  grow  up  in  its  settle- 
ment. At  the  time  of  neaoiiatiag  the  renewal  of 
the  treaty  of  1118,  in  183g,  the  very  proportions 
for  additional  stipulations  which  the  British  min- 
ister made,  show  that  England  never  did  construe 
the  treaty  as  reaching  to  anything  but  trade  and 
commerce;  and  the  refusal  of  our  negotiators  to 
admit  those  additional  stipulations  showed  that  we 
peremptorily  refasecj  to  grant  the  right  of  joint  oc- 
cupation and  settlement. 

Mr.  W.  here  quoted  in  full  the  various  proposi- 
tiona  alluded  to,  and  conclusively  established  his 
position  from  concurrent  testimony. 

It  was  clear,  then,  that,  in  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  we  would  in  nowise  interfere 
or  act  in  conflict  with  our  obligations  by  treaty,  so 
long  as  we  take  care  not  to  interrupt  the  right  of 
British  subjects  to  the  free  and  open  pursuits  of  ob* 
jeets  of  trade  and  commerce.  The  question,  then, 
was  narrowed  down  into  a  very  small  compass. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  our  right  to  the  terri- 
tofy:  on  that,  all  were  agreed.  "Hie  treaty  cannot 
resTsin  us  from  the  exercise  of  that  right,  for  it 
has  no  bearing  whatever  upon  it;  and,  therefore, 
the  remaining  thing  to  be  settled  is  the  question  of 
expediency.  That,  too,  he  conceived,  now  ad- 
mitted of  no  doubt. 

That  it  is  expedient  to  go  as  far  at  present  as 
this  bill  proposes  to  go,  he  was  perfectly  tatisfied — 
^ati&fied  that,  in  doing  so,  we  would  not  only  give 
no  just  grounds  of  complaint  to  Great  Bri  ain,  but 
that  it  would  be  the  means  of  preventing  future 
and  more  formidable,  because  more  accumulated, 
causes  of  difficulty  with  that  Government.  But, 
independent  of  this  consideration,  there  was  an- 
other, which  he  thought  imperative;  and  it  was, 
that  our  citizens,  who  have  cast  their  fortunes  in 
the  territory,  claim  our  protection,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  grant  it.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
to  protect  our  citizens  in  their  lawful  pursuits  on 
every  portion  of  our  territory,  no  matter  bow  re- 
mote or  inconvenient  from  the  nucleus  ol  Govern- 
ment. It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  extend  its  ter- 
ritorial laws  for  the  benefit  of  those  remotely-settled 
citizens. 

It  is  especially  expedient  that  all  this  should  be 
done  now,  and  quickly;  seeing  that  the  longer 
neglect  of  fulfilling  this  daty  is  laid  hold  of  by  a 
rival  power  as  a  ground  for  enlarging  and  strength- 
ening pretensions  which  never  could  have  arisen, 
had  we  made  a  timely  effort  to  secure  our  rights 
Irom  cavil.  B€^ides  the  duty  which  binds  us  to 
protect  our  citizens  in  this  territory,  we  owe  it  to 
our  commercial  interest,  in  distant  seas,  to  provide 
for  them  a  harbor  of  shelter,  such  as  the  Columbia 
alone  affords,  on  the  Northwest  coast.  Our  fleet 
stationed  in  the  Pacific,  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce,  is  entitled  to  the  facilities  which  we 
shoald  create  there  for  re-equipment,  refitting,  and 
revictaaling.  We  should  have  a  fort  there,  which 
woald  serve  them  as  a  naval  ststion,  with  our  citi- 
zens around  it  ready  at  all  times  to  make  a  mar- 
ket with  their  productions  for  the  wants  of  our 
marine  service  in  that  distant  quarter.  England 
could  not  be  jealous  of  this,  for  she  has  done  the 
same  thing.  And,  independent  of  all  these  con- 
siderations, there  is  another  class  of  beings  to 
whom  we  owe  obligations  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
falfil.  He  alluded  to  the  aborigines  of  the  terri- 
tory. It  is  oar  duty  to  extend  to  them  protection, 
and  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  they  stand  in 
need  of  it.  It  is  onr  dnty  to  introduce  among 
them  the  arts  of  civilization,  and  the  lights  of  the 
gospel.  In  no  other  way  can  we  so  well,  so  effect- 
ually, and  so  cheaply  falfil  all  these  duties,  as  by 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  PHBLPS  remarked  that,  as  a  member  of 


the  committee  which  reported  the  bill,  he  concur- 
red in  the  genf  ral  views  taken  by  the  commiitee^ 
and  in  respect  to  the  general  conditions  involved  in 
the  bill,  he  believed,  the  committee  were  unani* 
mously  in  favor  of  them.  With  the  views  of  Sen- 
ators he  had  nothing  to  say;  but  he  felt  it  his  duty, 
as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  vindicate  the 
bill  from  the  charge  that  its  provisions  came  in  con- 
flict with  the  convention  made  biitwten  this  Gov- 
ernment and  Great  Britain  for  the  joint  occupation 
of  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  He  would  only  say 
Aat,  if  such  was  the  effect  of  the  bill,  it  departed 
very  widely  from  the  purposes  of  the  commiitee  in 
agreeing  to  it.  There  was  nothing  further  from 
their  purpose  than  to  involve  this  country  in  a  diffi- 
culty with  the  most  powerful  nation  on  the  globe, 
by  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  that  nation  under 
the  convention  alluded  to.  He  was  confident  that 
the  bill,  as  it  stood  under  the  new  modification,  did 
not  conflict  with  that  convention,  but  was  in  con- 
formity with  the  construction  Great  Britain  herself 
put  upon  its  provisions. 

As  the  bill  came  from  the  committee,  it  provided 
that  one  section  of  640  acres  of  land  should  be  giv- 
en to  each  white  male  inhabitant  who  might  Fettle 
in  that  territory;  tut,  under  the  new  modification,  it 
provided  that  provision  shall  be  made  by  law  for 
the  granting  of  640  acres  to  each  settler.  The 
provision,  as  it  stood,  made  the  grant  rf  land;  but 
the  modification  says  that  provision  shall  be  made 
by  law  to  grant  it.  The  modification,  he  conceiv- 
ed, made  no  difference;  for  the  principle  at  the  back 
of  it  was  the  same.  The  great  question,  and  only 
question,  was,  whether  the  l>ill  came  in  conflict 
with  the  convention  or  agreement  between  the  two 
countries.  He  believed  that  it  was  perfectly  har- 
monious with  the  convention,  if  they  put  upon 
that  convention  the  construction  which  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  WooDBuav]  showed 
had  been  placed  upon  it  by  Bngland  herself — as  that 
of  a  commercial  treaty  only.  If  it  did  even  extend 
so  far  as  to  prohibit  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try at  all,  the  bill  did  not  conflict  with  the  conven- 
tion, because  it  proceeded  on  the  principle  of  a  pro- 
spective settlement — of  holding  out  inducements 
merely  to  eur  citizens  to  settle  there.  Great 
Britain  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  even  un- 
der the  latter  construction,  until  the  act  was  car- 
ried into  effect — that  is,  by  hereafter  making  the 
grant  which  was  guarantied  in  the  biU.  The  bill 
only  holds  out  the  inducement  for  our  citizens  to 
go  and  make  settlements,  but  not  to  take  exduFive 
and  permanent  possession  of  the  country.  The 
bill  coold  not  be  made  a  subject  of  complaint  by 
Great  Britain,  until  the  grant  of  land  was  actually 
made,  and  the  country  taken  possession  of,  or  the 
citizens  occupying  lands  under  title  from  the  United 
States  came  in  conflict  with  British  subjects.  There 
was  a  stronger  ground  still.  The  question  raised 
was,  as  to  the  purport  of  the  convention  of  1818— 
how  far  did  it  permit  citizens  of  this  country  to  oc- 
cupy that  territory.  The  provisions  of  the  conven- 
tion were,  simply,  that  any  portion  of  the  country 
claimed  by  either  of  the  parties  to  the  convention 
shoald,  from  the  signing  of  that  convention,  be 
free  and  open  to  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  both 
Governments;  and  that  its  provisions  should  not  be 
construed  to  prejudice  any  claim  of  this  country,  or 
right  to  the  territory.  The  joint  occupation  was 
not,  in  terms,  for  purposes  of  trade,  or  for  purposes 
of  settlement.  The  convention  was  general;  and 
whether  it  allowed  of  permanent  settlements  in  the 
country,  or  not,  was  a  question  of  construction.  If 
Bngland  complains  of  the  action  of  Congress,  it 
must  be  on  the  ground  that  we  misunderstand  the 
constraction  of  that  convention.  If  we  follow  the 
construction  given  to  it  by  her,  there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  Mr.  P.  then  cited  from  the  law  of  Parlia- 
ment resting  on  the  convention,  in  favor  of  the 
Hadson  Bay  Company,  a  provision  to  the  effect 
that  nothing  in  that  act  should  be  construed  to  allow 
any  body  corporate  to  make  grants,  or  to  exercise  the 
I  rights  of  trade  with  the  Indiana,  to  the  exdasioi  of 
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eitiseM  «f  tbo  United  8imm  of  AnierkM.  He  then 
qaoted  farther  provi^i^i  of  the  law,  wfaicii  went 
conclasiTely  to  prove  that  the  treaty  was  one  of 
trade  and  eommerce  with  the  Indians  merely,  and 
that  the  rights  of  the  United  States  were  scrnpa- 
lotisly  guarded.  He  then  quoted  other  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Parliament  extending  the  laws  of  Can- 
ada over  theportioBs  qf  that  territory  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  as  a  justifica- 
tion oY  the  provision  of  this  bill  which  authorized 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  to  extend  their  ju- 
risdiction over  the  American  settlements  in  that 
tern'tory. 

Mr.  P.  then  went  on  to  say  that  ibe  promise  of  a 
provision  hereafter,  by  Congress,  of  a  grant  of  lands 
to  sutlers,  is  of  the  same  natare  as  onr  pre  emption 
rights  allowed  in  theSiatesand  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  grant  of 
Unds  shoHid  precede  the  occupancy.  Our  system 
has  bepn  to  permit  the  ocenpancy  firsr,  giving  a 
pre-emption  right,  which  is  to  secure  the  possession 
afterwards.  The  provision  of  this  bill  would  aet  ill 
like  manner.  It  would  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a 
pre-emption  right  to  such  portion  of  territory  as 
should  belong  to  us. 

It  is  not  necessary  fbr  England  to  make  such  a 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  her  settlers.  No  one 
bat  the  Crown  can  dispute  title  with  them.  The 
roere  possession  and  continued  occupancy  is  suffi- 
cient title  to  insure  the  grant  from  the  Crown  at 
some  future  time,  and  is  relied  upon  as  safely  as  if 
secured  by  act  of  Parliament.  The  subjects  of 
Gieat  Britain  already  have  this  possession  and  oc- 
cupancy; and  to  place  our  citizens  on  an  equal  foot* 
ing,  it  is  indispensable  that  we  give  them  the  assur- 
ance which  this  bill  proposes — ^which  is  the  mode  in 
which  we  always  secure  settlers  in  our  new  territo- 
ries. 

No  man  in  the  Senate  was  more  opposed  to  war 
than  he  was.  He  knew  that  peace  was  essential 
to  the  interests  of  this  country.  He  knew  that  it 
suited  best  with  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  our  peo- 
ple. He  would  not,  therefore,  lightly  advocate 
anything  calculated  to  produce  collision  with  a  for- 
eign power.  But,  although  he  would  not  wantonly 
enter  into  conflict,  he  could  not,  to  shun  it,  give 
countenance  to  an  act  so  absurd  as  that  of  a  mere 
idle  assertion  of  our  rights  without  an  accompany- 
ing and  absolutely  necessary  provision  for  exer- 
cising them. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  bad  examined  the 
bill  with  a  sincere  desire  to  give  it  his  support;  but 
he  felt  constrained  to  say,  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  ueaty  of  I6I8,  that  he  feared  it  could 
not,  consistently  with  good  faith,  become  the  law 
of  the  land.  He  would  go  as  far  as  he  who  went 
farthest  in  maintaining  the  rights  of  this  country, 
and  asserting  our  claim  to  the  Oregon  Territory, 
and  in  pa&sii^g  all  necessary  laws  within  the  limits 
of  the  just  powers  of  this  Governmeni;  but,  while 
he  was  for  sustaining  those  rights,  he  was  also  for 
preserving  all  the  covenants  entered  into  by  this 
Government  with  a  foreign  power.  The  only 
questions  to  which  he  desir^  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion were,  first,  as  to  whether  this  bill  did  or  did 
not  interfere  with  the  stipulations  of  the  conven- 
tion of  18 18.  When  this  question  was  satisfacto- 
rily settled,  the  only  remaining  question  would  be. 
Was  it  expedient  to  pass  the  biill  In  order  to  as- 
cf  rtain  whether  the  bill  would  conflict  with  the 
stipulations  of  that  convention,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  examine  not  only  the  phraseology,  but  the 
spirit  and  object  of  the  convention.  By  the  terms 
of  the  convention,  it  was  agreed  that  the  country* 
together  wifh  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  should 
be  free  and  open,  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  to  the 
vessels,  subjects,  and  citizens  of  the  two  powers. 
Whether  the  terms  **free  and  open*'  were^-as  the 
Senator  from  New  Ham pehire supposed— .(o  be  con- 
fined to  the  sense  of  a  mere  trading  establishment, 
leaving  both  parties  free  to  assert  their  right  to  ez- 
ercife  jurisdiclion  over  the  territory;  whether  it 
were  a  mere  commercial  treaty,  or  (as  was  sup- 
posed by  other  genilemen)  it  were  capable  of  a 
more  extended  construction,  giving  the  rights  of 
national  occupancy  to  tbesnbjeels  of  each  nation^- 
Ux  either  point  of  view,  the  same  result  would  fol- 
lo«<— viz:  that  neither  Gh)vemment  bad  the  right  to 
interfere  with  the  righta  of  the  eiiizens  of  the  oth«r. 


He  was  now  speAiog  of  the  priiielple  involved  In 
tM^  words  of  the  convention;  and  that  was  clearly 
that,  if  this  Govenment  exercifie  the  right  of 
granting  titles  to  any  portion  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, it  amounted  to  an  exercfse  of  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction,  which  might  conflict  with  the  freedom 
and  openness  provided  for  by  the  treaty.  It  was 
the  highest  assertion  of  right  that  could  possibly  be 
made,  and  would  most  undoubtedly  operate  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  other  contracting  party.  What 
was  the  principal  object  of  the  treaty?  It  was  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  quarrels  and  dissensions 
between  the  parties.  With  the  knowledge  of  this 
fact,  could  any  Senator  doubt  that  the  design  was, 
that  no  grants  of  land  should  be  made  by  either 
party?  Would  it  not  serve  to  create  those  very 
disputes  and  difficuliies  which  the  convention  was 
intended  to  avert? 

There  was  not  much  analogy  between  this  case 
and  the  case  stated  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampihire — of  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  this 
country  and  Russia,  by  which  the  port  of  Archan- 
gel should  be  free  for  American  vessels.  This  bfll 
provided  expressly  that  any  portion  of  the  tenltory 
might  be  occupied  by  settlers  emigrating  from  this 
country,  and  that  a  good  title  should  be  given  to 
them;  which  was  the  highest  act  of  sovereignty. 

It  had  been  stated  that  this  bill  proposed  to  do 
nothing  more  than  Great  Britain  had  already  done; 
but  if  he  had  rightly  understood  the  purport  of  the 
communication  which  was  read  to  the  Senate  yes- 
tterday,.ihey  were  informed  by  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  that  the  British  Government  had  expressly 
disavowed  the  making  of  any  grants.  He  was 
not  going  to  deny  that  Great  Britain — who  grasped 
at  every  advantage— would  be  yery  willing 
that  this  territory  should  be  settled  by  her 
own  subjects;  but  if  they  were  to  believe 
the  assertion  of  her  accredited  agent  in  this 
case,  she  had  done  nothing  which  could  in- 
terfere with  the  stipulations  of  the  convention; 
and  yet  it  was  proposed  by  this  bill  to  exercise 
the  highest  act  of  sovereignty  that  could  be  exer- 
cised by  any  Government.  Was  he  not  right, 
then,  in  saying  that  the  bill  would  conflict  with  the 
convention?  Gentlemen  would  ask,  did  they  mean 
to  suffer  themselves  to  be  entirely  dispossessed. by 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company?  No  such  thing. 
He  would  go  50  far  as  to  say  it  would  be  wise  to 
put  an  end  to  their  encroachments;  but  he  would 
do  it  in  a  way  which  the  convention  would  allow, 
by  giving  one  year's  notice  of  our  inteaiion.  He 
thought  it  far  better  to  lake  this  course,  than  to 
render  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of 
having  acted  in  contravention  of  our  solemn  en- 
gagements. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  next  obtained  the'floor,  and  re- 
marked that  be  had  been  reluctant  to  enter  into 
this  discussion;  and  certainly  should  not  have  risen 
to  take  part  in  it,  had  it  not  appeared  to  him  that 
there  were  other  grounds  than  those'  yet  advanced, 
which  would  influence  him  in  opposing  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  The  objections  he  had  to  it  seemed 
te  him  to  be  of  greater  magnitude  than  could  at 
that  late  hour  be  discussed.  He  would  therefore 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  in  moving  an  ad- 
journment. 

At  Mr.  KING'S  suggestion,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  having  been  wiihdrawn,- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  went  into 
executive  session;  and  aAer  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRESENTATIVBS. 
TuiSDAT,  January  94, 1843. 

Mr.  CROSS  presented,  undc^  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  House,  the  petitions  following,  to  wit: 
Of  Joseph  H.  Egner,  praying  a  confirmadon  of  title 
to  a  tract  of  land  in  Independence  county,  Arkan- 
sas, located  by  said  Bgner  and  Charles  McArthur, 
in  virtue  of  a  Spanish  claim. 

And  of  L.  D.  Marchand,  of  Little  Rock,  Arkan- 
sas, for  indemnity  on  account  of  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  France  prior  lo  1800;  which  were  refer- 
red to  the  appropriate  eommittees. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  leave  to  ofier  a  resolution 
of  inquiry,  which  was  read  as  foltows: 


Staotvedt  Tint  tfaa  Frmtdmt  of  tfaa  Unitad  MatBi  bt  » 
CMMtudto  conmmlctto  to  this  HoiMf,  Mfoon  as  praciicaUe, 
answer*  to  the  fonowtof  iA<]uiriM; 

Are  ttie  oommiaMmiert  appointed  in  pai«««Me  of  e»;  e^ 
propriation  made  at  tlie  lastseefton  of  ConereM  to  adjudieatt 
claiDieariaiDg  under  ihe  Cberdkee  treaty  of  1896.  insinicted  (o 
hold  their  MMlone  in  Waahiagtoo,  or  among  the  lodiant  in 
North  Carolina  1 

What  other  and  farther  loitrQctiODS  are  given  to  eaid  un. 
miialoaeiel 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

STATB  OP  THE  FINANCES. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  offered  the  foltowing  reso- 
lution, which  was  read  as  follows: 

Retolved,  That  the  Becietary  ofihe  Treasury  be  diiectedto 
inform  the  House,  at  ae  early  a  day  ma  practicable,  whether 
there  hae,  or  hae  not,  l>een  a  great  falling  off  ia  the  aecruiaf 
retenuee  from  imports  aince  the  paaaaf  e  of  the  tarilTacc  of  (ha 
30ih  August  last,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  theyeeis 
1839,  1840,  and  1841;  and  what,  in  his  opinion,  (aaaumiitg  ths 
aaid  rsceipta  ainoe  Uie  let  of  September  lasfr  at  a  haabi^)  wUl 
be  the  probable  amount  ol  the  net  rerenue  froaa  iaspens 
for  the  year  1S43;  and  the  probable  amount  or  the  pnbUe 
debt  at  the  end  of  the  said  year;  and  what  meaavrea,  if  any, 
will,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessaiy  to  inanre  the  paoctaal  \mf- 
BAent  of  the  intereai,  and  the  ultimate  liqaidation|af  the  pnnei- 
pal,  of  the  said  debt.  « 

Tbit  resolution  could  not,  under  the  rules,  be 
considerf>d,  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  a  statement  had  alreadj 
been  submitted  from  the  department. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  the  report  from  the  de- 
partment did  not  cover  the  whole  ground,  but  on- 
ly related  to  a  single  quarter. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  saw  no  necessity  iu  aecumu- 
latiog  thf  §e  calls  upon  the  departments. 

Mr.  BIRDSETE  objected  to  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  as  out  of  order. 

OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr.  8TBENR0D  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
board  of  trade  of  Wheeling,  in  favor  of  an  appro- 
priation by  Congress  to  remove  the  obstructions  ia 
the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers.  He  nooved  that 
the  memorial  bo  printed. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  the  printing  of  the 
memorial.  _ 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  STBENROD, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  prist 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  the  Committee  ea 
Naval  Affairs  were  discharged  from  theeonsiden- 
tion  of  sundry  petitions. 

GENERAL  JACID90N  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  State  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  instructing  their  Senatora  aod 
requesting  their  Representatives  to  use  their  best 
exertions  lo  procure  a  remission  of  the  fine  im- 
posed on  Qeneral  Jackson  in  1815  by  Judge  HalL 

Ttie  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read;  after 
which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRANSTON*  they  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  tol>e  printed. 

Tbe  several  committees  were  Called  on  for  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  S  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report. 

Mr.  GIDDINOS,  from  the  Committed  of  Claimi, 
made  several  adverse  reports. 

RECIPROCITY  TRBATIB& 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDYi  when  the  Comjnltlee  01 
Commerce  was  called,  rose  and  askad  the  Hoaae 
to  take  up,  at  an  early  day,  the  joint  resolution  of 
last  session,  reported  by  him,  for  eoutinoing  the 
treaties  now  in  force  with  certain  powaia.  Be 
suggested  that  the  5ih  of  February  be  set  mput  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  motiOB, 
and  it  was  not  considered. 

Mr.  BREWSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  an  adverse  report. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGQS,  the  bill  reported 
last  session  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Ofice 
and  Post  Roads,  reducing  the  rate  of  postages  it 
the  United  States,  was  ordered  to  Iw  printed. 

Mr.  WM.  RUSSELL,  from  the  Committee  oa 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  advsM 
report. 

Mr.  RUBSELL  begged  leave  to  offer  a  raoln- 
tion,  changing  ihe  hour  of  meeting  to  II  oYleelren 
and  after  the  99th  January. 

Mr.  BARNARD  objected  to  tbe  eonaideimtion  of 
the  leaolntion. 
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A  moiion  was  made  by  Mp.  RDSSELL  to  sas- 
pei)4!  the  rales  for  that  purpose;  which  he,  however, 
^QbaeqaenUy  withdrew. 

POTOMAC  BRIDQE. 

Mr.  POWELL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
Distriet  of  Colambia,  reported  the  following  reso* 
littton,  whieli  was  adopted: 

Re$ol9ed,  That  the  Becreury  of  War  be  directed  tn  comrou' 
nieMl  to  thw  Home  the  progren  aod  preeeni  oonditton  of  tbe 
w^ks  canied  oo  for  the  repain  of  ue  Potomac  bridge,  and 
whidi,  by  the  act  o(  September,  184],  were  to  be  executed  "un- 
der Ae  ordere  end  general  direction"  of  mid  Secretary.  And, 
akMi  whai  in^pediments  have  intenrened  lo  delay  the  final  com* 
^Mion  of  the  wock;  and  why,  with  adequate  appropriaiiona  at 
command,  a  enfficient  force  might  not  have  been  applied  to 
peoaroto  the  paUic,  for  the  present  winter,  so  important  an  ac* 
commodatioo. 

Bfr.  CAVB  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
PrlTBte  Land  daimv,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  settlers  in  the  soatheasi  district  of  Loa- 
isiana.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

lir.  PfflfDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Jkffairs,  made  a  report,  whi<^  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  fiom  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affiirs,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
«aa  adopted: 

ilcaolved;  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  be  directed  to 
aacorwin  aad  report  to  the  Uduae  of  RepreaentatirM  the  amount 
standing  dae  aod  claimed  on  the  book*  of  the  department  to  offi. 
cat*,  ieaaDen,marinee,  and  othera  attached  to  the  navy,  from  the 
time  of  ita  eeuiblishment  to  the  year  1810. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Reirolotionary  Pensiens,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Maria  Fowler:  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse. 

Mr.  FORNANCE,  from  the  Commiitee  on 
Revolationary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  children  of  Mary  Rbinewali:  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MATHIOT,  the  same  com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
sundry  memorials. 

THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS  AND  CHINA. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  en  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  message  of  the 
President  recommending  an  appropriation  for  car- 
rying on  commercial  interconr^e  with  the  Sand- 
wich islands  and  China,  made  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  two  billSi— a  bill  to  provide  for  future  in- 
UFOonrse  between  the  United  States  and  the  Got- 
erametft  of  the  Hawaian  or  Sandwich  islands;  and 
A  bill  to  provide  meuis  for  fuiare.intercoarse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  China. 

The  bills  were  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  desire  to  have  them 
taktta  op  and  aoted  on  at  an  early  day,  in  order 
that  they  might  ao  to  ihe  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  no  doubt  ihe 
House  woaid  indolge  the  gentleman  by  i^oing  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  af  an  early  day,  without 
making  any  special  order  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  GENTRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Landsi  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Mary  Tucker;  which  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  H/kLSTED,  from  the  Committee  of  E'ec- 
tion^^e'ported  bill  No.  649 — *<A  bill  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Representa- 
tiTes  amocg  the  several  States  according  to  the 
Sixth  CeDsos'  ** — with  an  amendment:  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  ot  the  Union. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  made  another  at- 
tempt to  get  up  bis  resoluti  n  changing  the  hour  of 
the  meeting  of  the  House  to  11  o'clock;  but'' with- 
pat  success. 

GEN.  JACKSON'S  FINE. 
The  Hoube  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  directing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
to  report  a  bill  fo:'  refunding  the  fine  imposed  on 
Gen.  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1815,  by  Judge 
Hall — ^being  the  regular  business  of  the  morning 

boor. 

)^.  BOTTS  observed  that  he  bad  had  the  floor 
sii^  Friday  la^t,  without  an  opportunity  to  exi 
press  his  sentiments  on  the  subject^  aad  no  mem* 


bc'r  bad  evinced  the  lea.st  dehire  to  call  it  up.  He 
had  wailed  so  long,  that  the  train  of  reflections  in 
which  be  bad  indulged  had  been  almost  lost. 

He  thought  that  every  one  must  have  been 
struck  with  the  peculiarity  of  the  time,  manner, 
and  circumstances,  in  which  ibis  n^atter  had  been 
brought  before  the  House.  It  was  scven-and- 
twenty  years  ago  that  this  fine  was  imposed  on 
General  Jackson,  by  a  jadicial  officer,  for  what  he 
termed  a  gross  and  ooirsgeous  contempt  of  the 
courts  of  jUvSfice;  and  yet  it  was  but  lately  that  the 
refunding  of  it  was  thought  of.  The  proceeding, 
too,  did  not  come  from  the  people,  but  came  from 
the  Legislatures  of  several  States,  by  instructions 
to  their  Senators,  and  requests  to  their  Representa- 
tives, to  vote  immediately  for  the  passage  of  a  bill 
restoring  the  fine,  with  costs  and  interest — ^though 
the  Government  never  pays  interest  to  its  creditors, 
though  they  may  have  had  their  lawful  dues  lying 
in  the  treasury  for  years.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind, 
too,  tiiat  this  was  the  first  Whig  Congrecs  that  had 
sat  for  years;  aod,  further,  that  it  u-as  the  last  Con- 
gress that  would  sit  prior  to  the  convention  that 
was  to  nominate  the  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
The  conclusion,  therefore,  was  inevitable,  that  the 
whole  proceeding  was  to  purchase  the  political  sup- 
port of  General  Jsckson  for  one  or  the  other  of  the 
aspirants. 

In  the  coarse  of  his  political  life,  he  had  several 
times  felt  himself  called  on  to  speak  in  terms  de- 
rogatory of  General  Jackson,  and  he  bad  hoped 
that  he  should  net  be  compelled  to  speak  of  him 
again;  he  had  hoped  that  the •  General's  friends 
would  not  have  committed  the  imprudence  of  drag- 
ging this  weak,  if  not  superannuated,  old  man 
again  into  the  political  arena.  In  his  whole  life, 
he  bad  found  but  one  bright  spot,  and  that  was 
the  one  his  friends  were  now  endeavoring  to  wipe 
out— he  meant  his  prompt  submission  to  judicial 
authority. 

As  his  own  S'ate  (Virginia)  had  undertaken  lo 
interfere  in  this  matter,  and  had  given  instructions 
to  her  Senators,  and  requested  her  Representatives, 
to  vote  for  refunding  this  fine,  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  give  the  reasons  why  he  could  not  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  Legislature.  Having  re- 
ceived that  request,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  look 
into  all  the  facts  connected  wi'h  the  case;  and  hav- 
ing done  Eo,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
could  not  with  propriety  vote  for  the  measure. 

Mr.  B.  then  went  into  a  review  of  the  transac- 
tions of  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  from 
the  time  he  took  command  there,  till  after  the  treaty 
of  peace  was  made  known  to  him;  taking  a  brief 
view  of  the  arrest  of  Loualfier  and  Judge  Hall, 
and  the  proceedings  consequent  thereon;  and  in  the 
course  of  this  part  of  his  remarks,  characterized 
the  conduct  of  General  Jackson  as  the  most  des- 
potic^ cruel,  and  tyrannical  that  had  ever  been  per- 
petrated in  any  country.  When  Mr.  B.  spoke  of 
General  Jackson's  application  to  the  Legislature  to 
(uspend  the  Aafreascef7>ttt  act,  and  his  declaration  of 
martial  law — 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  of  the  gentle- 
man if  he  had  ever  beard  that  the  Legislature  of 
Louisiana  had  shut  up  the  courts  of  justice? 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  he  had  not;  aind  though  it 
might  be  true  that  the  Legislature  did  ^hut  up  the 
courts  of  the  State,  they  had  no  power  to  shut 
up  the  United  Slates  couits. 

After  commenting  on  the  facts  he  had  stated, 
Mr.  B.  denied  that  General  Jackson  had  the  power 
to  declare  martial  law,  and  to  substitute  bis  own 
absolute  will  for  the  laws  of  the  country.  He 
denied  that  he  (the  General)  had  the  right  to  con- 
stitute himself  the  supreme  judge,  both  in  his  own 
camp,  and  over  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  land;  and 
to  imprison  j  udg&s,  counsellors,  clerks— and,  in  short, 
every  officer  connected  with  the  administration  of 
jasiice,  declaring  his  own  despotic  will  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  C.  J.  Imoersoll,]  a  few  days  ago,  not 
ouly  denied  the  right  of  Judge  Hall  to  pass  sen- 
tence on  General  Jackson,  but  claimed  for  him  the 
right  of  a  trial  by  jury;  and,  lo  his  (Mr.  B's  )  as- 
tonishment— for  he  hud  great  respect  for  the  gen- 
tleman's legal  attAinments- cballenxed  the  lawyers 
of  the  House  to  that  issue.  He  (Mr.  B.)  never 
read  but  one  law  book  in  his  life^  and  that  was 
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twenty  years  ago;  and  be  wou]d  coi^i^tpejQd  that  au- 
thority (Blackstone's  Comnentarivs)  to  tbeg^Dtfe- 
man's  notice,  as  he  would  find  in  it  .a^  ^ly^le  refu- 
tation of  the  opinions  be  had  givea. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  made  a  long  qu(^tation  from 
Blackstone's  Coiikmentaries  on  the.^\i'bieet  of  pub- 
lic wrongs  ] 

After  reading  those  lon^  extracts  from  Black- 
stone,  he  cballengrd  the  gentlem/iB  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  C.  J  IwesBSOLL,]  or  any  other  lawyer 
an  that  floor,  or  in  this  countr^«  to  point  to  an  m- 
stacce  in  which  contempt  bad  bjten  ^punished  by  a 
jury — in  which  a  judge,  sitting  ii^'hi^.conri,  or  even 
when  not  in  his  court,  wbep  Ills  prcicfss  bad  been 
obstructed,  tried  such  contempt  by  a  jury. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL,  ii)  the  coiirs^e  of  acme 
obseivations  which  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
BoTTs,  inquired  bow  the  cominQU  law  got  into 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  BOTTS  replied,  preeiael^  aa  it  got  into  ihe 
District  of  Columbia,  and  9Wtiywkfif0  el^e  in  thia 
country.  When  Loaisianawaaamifitrd  into  the 
Union,  the  common  law  was  necesiMirily  intro- 
duced. 

He  then  con  tinned  to  obaevve,  that  the  gentle- 
man fiom  PennsylvaBia  {Mr.  C  J»  IvanaaoLLj  had 
.referred  to  the  act  of  1831  on  the  sol^ect  of  con- 
tempts, to  show  that  there  was  no  aathority^for  the 
course  adopted  on  the  part  of  Judge  Hall.  Now, 
the  act  of  1831  was  desigDed  lo  restrain  the  pow«>r 
of  the  courts  on  these  questions  of  eofiiempt.  He 
read  an  extract  from  ibat  enactment  in  confirma- 
tion of  that  poaition,  and  said  that  that  act,  althoagh 
it  was  intended  to  curtail,  to  limit,  and  to  restrain 
the  courts  in  the  exercise  of  iheir'bigb  prerogatives 
in  cases  of  contempt,  nevertheless  was  nuthoriiy  in 
such  cases  aa  this.  And  thai  was  not  only  the  law 
of  the  land,  but  it  was  right  that  it  should  be  the 
law  of  the  land;  for  to  deprive  jadgea  of  the  power 
to  punish  lor  contempt,  waa  at  once  to  break  down 
the  power  of  the  courts  to  administer  jnaiice  and 
the  laws  of  the  hind. 

Now,  having  shown  what  were  the  facts  of  the 
ease — having  shown,  as  he  had  done,  coDclaaivelyy 
that  the  Judge  had  the  power  to  inflict  ihia,  the 
mildest  panishment  in  snch  a  ease,  he  would  pro- 
ceed to  show  to  the  Honae  that  there  waa  no  propri- 
ety in  the  eflbrts  now  made  to  refund  that  oumef. 
For  the  information  of  tl^e  House,  he  would  state  a 
fact-  which  was,  perhaps,  not  known  to  the  nMmbers 
of  the  House  generally,  and  still  leaa  to  the  people 
of  thia  country,  and  certainly  not  known  to  the 
State  Legislatures,  which  had  instructed  their  Sen- 
ators, and  lequesud  their  Representatives,  to  aid 
in  procuring  the  refunding  of  that  fine.  That  fine 
had  been  remitted.  That  fine  had  been  paid  lo 
General  Jackson.  Every  dollar  of  that  money 
General  Jaekeon  had  reeeived;  and  the  authority 
on  which  he  made  that  statement  was  an  article 
in  the  Democratic  Review,  written  by  a  warn 
personal  and  political  friend  of  General  Jaekaou, 
who  had  collected  all  his  information  from  the 
public  records,  and  from  private  history— he  al- 
luded to  Mr.  Amos  Kendall.  The  article  was  a 
long  one  on  the  subject  of  Gkneral  Jackson's  fine, 
from  which  he  would  read  an  extract.  He  then 
read  a  passage,  the  purport  of  which  was  under- 
stood to  be,  that  a  subscription  was  made  at  New 
Orleans  to  refund  the  fine  levied  on  General  Jack- 
son; that  ft  was  presented  to,  and  accepted  by, 
General  Jackson;  and  by  him  wan  distributed 
amoDgst  the  widows  and  orphans  of  that  place. 

The  SPEAKER  here  announced  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  bad  expired. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  Mr.  CUSflING,  and  others 
begged  the  House  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  go  on,  and  occupy  hia  whole  hour,  in- 
stead of  postponing  the  residue  of  his  speech  until 
to-morrow:  this  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOTTS  resumed.  Now,  he  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  particularly  to  the  fact,  that 
ihe  moupy  was  raised;  that  it  was  offered  lo  Gen- 
eral Jackson;  and,  in  the  language  of  this  writer, 
[Mr.  Kendall,]  the  money  was  accepted,  and  waa 
distributed  among  the  widows  and  orphans  of  New 
Orleans.  Who  could  distribute  the  money,  after 
it  had  been  accepted  by  General  Jackson,  but 
Geueral  Jackson  himself  1  Was  it  hia  own  money? 
Could  hadisuibnte  the  money  of  other  people  amdng 
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the  widows  and  orphans  of  New  Orleans?  And  it 
was  an  aet  of  beneficence  and  of  beneirolence 
for  which  General  Jackson  got  credit  at  the  time. 
Bnt  now  they  were  asked  (and  the  gentlemen  who 
made  the  request  were  aided  by  the  protestations 
uf  General  Jackson,  and  by  the  entreaties  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson)  to  refund — what)  The  money  he  paid 
into  the  public  treasury?  No.  To  pay  back  the 
money  he  distributed  in  charity  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  New  Orleans?  Where  was  the  an- 
thority  for  the  distribntion  of  that  money,  unless  i 
was  his  own?  And  if  it  was  his  own,  and  he  de 
lived  all  the  credit  due  to  the  benevolence  of  the 
act, -where  was  the  propriety  of  asking  that  House 
to  refund  that  money?  The  result  of  the  whole 
inquiry  had  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  at- 
tempt made,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
made,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  refund 
that  fine,  had  grown  out  of  what  he  had  adverted 
to  in  the  first  portion  of  his  remarks — that  it  was  • 
an  attempt  to  purchase  the  political  favor  of  Gen. 
Jacksrn,  notwithatanding  Gen.  Jackson  had  him- 
self told  them  be  would  take  the  money  on  no  other 
teim^  than  a  recognition  of  his  right  to  do  all  be 
did;  and  unless  they  would  declare,  either  expressly 
or  by  implication,  that  he  had  the  power  to 
declare  martial  law;  that  he  had  the  power  to 
suspend  the  writ  of  luA^m  eorput;  that  be  had  the 
power  to  imprison  the  judge;  and  that  he  was 
guiltless  of  the  lawless  acts  arrayed  against  him. 
They  were  called  upon  to  do  all  this,  and  thereby 
to  disgrace  Judge  Hall;  and  to  do  H  at  a  period  just 
before  the  nomination,  by  national  conventions,  of 
candidates  for  the  Presidehey  from  amongst  the 
gentlemen  who  had  been  put  prominently  forward. 
Tbey  had  witnessed  the  enthusiasm  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cusfl^naJ  who, 
some  short  time  since,  was  in  such  hot  haste  to 
pass  this  bill;  bnt,  since  the  publication  of  Gkneral 
Jsckson^s  letter  in  the  public  prints,  that  gentle- 
man had  sat  as  placid  and  as  quiet  as  a  lamb, 
without  even  attempting  to  call  it  up  during  the 
morning  hour,  or  the  expression  of  any  anxiety  on 
the  subject.  And  if  that  letter  bad  been  published 
at  an  earlier  period,  he  doubted  whether  the  Legis- 
latures of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  would  ever 
have  instructed  their  Senators  and  requested  their 
Representatives  to  aid  the  passage  of  this  bill  lo-re- 
fiud  that  fine. 

After  •  few  remarks  on  this  bidding  for  the  favor 
of  General  Jackson,  and  the  expression  of  his  con- 
viction that  there  was  one  who  was  likely  to  be  a 
caodidate  for  the  Presidency,  who  stood  on  too 
lofty  a  pinnacle  ever  to  stoop  so  low,  he  asked  why, 
as  it  was  not  done  when  General  Jackson  was  in 
the  pride  and  insolence  of  his  power,  it  ahonld  be 
done  now? 
Mr.  RAYNBR  oblained  the  floor;  but 
Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

PETERSBURG  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Mr.  CARY  craved  permission  to  report  a  bill 
from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  the  Petersbuig 
Railroad  Company. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  and  was  read  twice.  A 
motion  was  then  made  that  it  be  put  upon  its 
third  reading;  to  which,  however,  objection  was 
made. 

Mr.  PICKENS  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to,  and  that  no  objection  would  be  made  to 
its  passage,  for  it  would  not  affect  the  revenue. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  was  an  important 
measure,  and  should  not  be  passed  without  some 
cooKideration. 

Mr.  CARY  said  he  would  observe  that,  if  the 
bill  was  not  passed  soon,  it  would  be  of  no  avail. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  permission  to  explain  the 
object  of  tbe  bill,  and  he  thought  objection  to  it 
would  be  removed.  According  to  the  tariff  law  of 
1843,  a  duty  was  imposed  on  railroad  iron.  But 
all  such  iron  imported  and  laid  down  before  the 
3d  of  March,  1643,  was  exempt  from  duty;  and 
this  bill  was  merely  designed  to  extend  the  time 
for  laying  down  tbe  rails,  the  iron  being  already 
in  the  country.  If,  however,  this  bill  were  not 
passed,  and  the  company  were  compelled  to  lay 
down  its  raila  within  the  tima  now  spedfied,  they 


would  do  it;  but  they  would  necessarily  be  driven 
to  arrest  the  travel  and  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  on  the  great  line  of  Southern  and  Norihcin 
transportation. 

Mr.  GUSHING  begged  leave  to  state  a  corre- 
sponding fact.  He  was  directed  to  siate,  that  if 
the  Eastern  railroad  bad  not  also  an  extension  of 
tinie  for  the  like  purpose,  they  would  be  compelled 
to  lay  down  their  rails  while  the  ground  was  still 
(tozen and(M)vered  with  snow. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said,  if  these  companiesi  were  driven 
to  lay  down  their  rails  under  such  circumstances, 
tbe  lives  and  limbs  of  many  persons  would  be  en- 
dangered, while  travelling  over  the  road. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  this  bill  would  not  deprive 
the  treasury  of  a  single  dollar,  as  the  iron  was  al- 
ready in  the  country.  But,  if  the  bill  were  cons- 
mitted,  he  Would  move  to  amend  it,  by  the  substi- 
tution efHhe  more  general  bill,  extending  the  same 
privilege  to  companies  in  other  States  of  the  Union, 
that  their  rails  might  all  be  permanently  laid 
down. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  this  bill  presented  the  fc* 
rions  question  whether  they  would  or  would  not 
repeal  a  portion  of  the  tariff  act  of  1843. 

He  was  the  more  opposed  to  the  object  of  the 
bill,  because  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  a  particalar 
company.  He  hoped,  if  any  action  was  to  be  had, 
it  would  be  by  tbe  paautge  of  a  general  bill. 

Mr.  PICKENS  suggested  that  the  bill  be  taken 
up,  and  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  not  prepared  to 
amend  it.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that  this  was 
an  innovation  in  favor  of  an  incorporated  company 
at  the  South.  If  any  companies  required  exemp- 
tion, it  was  those  at  the  North,  which  had  nq^  the 
advantage  of  a  track  in  winter  free  from  snow. 
Moreover,  be  thought  that  the  laws  on  the  subject 
of  exempting  railroad  iron  would  require  some  re- 
vision. This  bill  extended  the  exemption  to  all 
iron  laid  down;  whilst  the  act  of  1839  was  modified 
so  as  to  apply  only  to  hmtt  of  iron.  He  hoped  that 
the  bill  would  be  postponed  for  a  day. 

Mr.  PICKENS  intimated  bis  willingness  to  ac- 
cept the  modification  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmorx]  if  that  gentleman 
would  consent  to  have  the  bill  now  acted  on. 

Mr.  CART  hoped  there  would  be  no  delay. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said  he  was  in  favor  of  refer- 
ring the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  was  opposed  to  it  in  every  shape.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  privileges  it  was  designed  to  grant, 
whether  made  general  or  special.  Already  had 
this  Petersburg  company  laid  down  tbeir  rails. 

Mr.  CARY  said,  merely  temporarily;  not  with  a 
design  to  be  permanent. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  was  entirely  opposed  to  such 
an  early  commencement  of  the  work  of  repealing 
the  provisions  of  the  tariff  of  last  session.  He 
was  opposed  to  any  and  every  act  which  might 
have  that  tendency.  Already  had  this  grant 
remitted  between  three  and  four  millions  of  du- 
ties on  railroad  iron.  Yet  this  country  abounded 
in  iron  ore  t  It  bad  the  materials,  the  machinery, 
the  workmen;  and,  with  all  these  advantages,  not 
a  foot  of  railroad  had  been  laid  with  American 
iron.  Congress  had  continually  favored  railroad 
companies.  Why,  he  asked,  diould  they  be  fa- 
vored above  other  portions  of  societyl  Why  take 
millions  from  tbe  treasury  for  their  benefit? 

Mr.  PICKENS  wished  to  know  what  the  gen- 
tleman meant  by  saying  that  this  bill  would  de- 
prive the  treasury  of  its  revenue.  The  iron  was 
akeady  in  the  country. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  said  he  could  easily  answer 
the  question.  The  iron  had  come  into  the  country 
subject  to  doty,  unless  the  company  complied  with 
certain  conditions.  The  company  did  not  wish  to 
comply  with  those  conditions,  but  wished  other 
conditions  extended  to  them — without  which,  tbey 
would  have  to  pay  duty.  He  wonld  mention  the 
fact  that  various  capitalists  had,  upon  the  faith  of 
the  tariff  bill  of  the  last  session,  invested  their 
money  in  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron.  Would 
it  not  be  doing  a  great  injustice  to  remit  the  duties 
on  railroad  iron,  after  the  enactments  of  the  late 
session? 

Mr.  8ALT0N8TALL  made  a  few  remarks  in 
adrocaey  of  tbe  principles  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  CARY  desiM  to  say  that  a  great  injury 
would  be  perpetrated  upon  a  large  portion  or  hb 
constituents,  if  this  bill  should  not  be  speedily 
passed;  and  no  good  could  come  to  any  human  be- 
ing. If  he  thought  that  the  ttreasury  wonkl  suffer 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  would  not  onge  it. 
Bnt  it  interfered  with  no  vested  rights.  It  wonld 
not  affect  the  iron  interest.  The  iron  was  already 
imported.  If  it  would  not  be  considered  out  of 
order  to  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Seonie,  be 
would  say  that  it  had  been  there  contended  that 
this  bill  presented  a  special  case,  and  was  md  gea- 
mt.  Its  passage  only  involved  a  question  of  Haif. 
If  not  passed  immediately,  its  friends  would  not 
give  a  farthing  for  it. 

He  believed  that,  before  tbe  passage  of  the  tariff 
bill  of  last  session,  there  was  no  manufactory  of 
railroad  iron  in  the  United  Slates.  Since  that  bill 
was  passed,  one  manufactory  had  been  establish- 
ed, when  he  saw  men  in  the  other  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  who  advocated  ^lifferent  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tariff,  sustaming  this  bill,  he  could  but 
think  that  it  was  right,,  and  ought  to^  paased. 

After  some  remarte  (torn  Messrs.  FILLMORE 
and  BOTTS,  the  floor  was  obtained  by  Mr. 
BRIGK3S.  The  subject  was  then  laid  over  nntfl  to- 
morrow. 

RETRENCHMENT  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Mr,  Q.  DAVIS  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  btil 
"to  reduce  the  number  and  compensation  of  the 
officers  and  aiher  persons  employed  at  the  port  of 
New  York." 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  inquired  if  the  bill  was  to  be 
introduced  a§  a  matter  of  favor. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  said  that  he  designed  to  move 
its  reference.  ' 

Mr.  CUSHtNQ  made  no  objection. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  read.  It  recites  the  number  of 
officers  employed  in  the  custom-house  at  New 
York,  together  with  their  aggregate  salaries  in 
1P38  and  in  1840,  and  provides  for  a  rednctioD 
of  the  same. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  that  the  bill  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  * 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  theprlntingofthebill.  He 
should  hereafter  object  to  the  introduction  of  eveiy- 
thing  which  he  did  not  know  something  about 

Mr.  HOLMES  objected  to  the  bill  altogether. 
Under  the  guise  of  a  bill,  it  was  in  reality  a  se« 
ries  of  charges  preferred  against  the  administra- 
tions of  the  Federal  Government  for  the  last  twelve 
or  fourteen  years.  With  the  alarming  fact  thai 
during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1842,  instead  of 
eight  millions  of  revenue,  there  was  but  eight  and 
a  half  millions  of  imporutions;it  was  propMed  not 
to  increase  the  revenue,  but  merely  to  reduce  the  sal- 
aries of  the  collecting  officers! 

He  was  unwilling  to  hold  out  to  the  people  aa 
inducement  to  believe  that  their  burdena  were  to 
be  reduced  by  such  a  bill  as  the  present.  But  die 
time  wonld  come  when  their  distresses  wonld  be 
relieved — when,  by  an  alteration  of  the  tariff,  asw 
blood  would  be  infused  into  the  body  poliii^ 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  B,  not 
distinctly  heard, 

Mr.  CUSHING  inquired  whether  it  would  be  la 
order  te  call  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not— the  bill  now 
before  tbe  House  having  been  introduced  by  g«- 
eral  consent. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  objected  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER  had  cot  heard  any  objection 
from  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oa 
the  motion;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD  appealed  to  the  gentleman  froa 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cosnina]  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CUSHING  declined  doing  so«  unless  tin av 
thor  of  the  bill  new  before  the  House  would  move 
to  refer  it  to  one  of  the  standing  committees^  in- 
stead of  the  Committet  of  the  Whole. 
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The  qwatuHi  wis  then  taken  on  iayiag  ibe  hill 
OB  the  tmble,  and  reseated— yeas  15,  m^s  155. 

So' the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lejeeted. 

The  qoestion  then  leenrfed  on  the  motion  to  re- 
fer the  bUi  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  die  Union;  and,  the  qnestion  being  pat,  it 
was  deeided  in  the  affirmative,  widieoi  a  division. 

THB  BXCHSaUBR  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  adverse  to  the  plan  of  the  exchequer,  as 
recommended  by  the  President,  came  up  for  con- 
sideration as  the  rsgnlar  order  of  the  day^  The 
state  of  the  qnestion  was  this:  The  report  of  the 
majoHty  of  the  committee  eonelnded  with  a  reso- 
lution that  it  was  ^  expedient  to  adopt  the  plan 
of  an  excheqaer  as  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  recommended  to  Congress  by 
the  Bxeentive;  which  resolution  Mr.  Cushimo  had 
yesterday  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
word  *<iioi.". 

Mr.  CUSHING,  who  had  the  floor,  observed 
that  these  propositions  embraced  the  whole  subject 
of  the  Gorreney  and  the  finances  of  the  country; 
and  in  the  uncertainty  whether  the  Honse  ever  in- 
tended 10  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
exchequer  bill,  he  should  in  this  form  enter  into 
the  question  Iub  introductory  to  the  debate  upon  the 
whole  subject.  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  writings  on  the 
French  Mvolution,  complained  that  the  sge  of 
chivalry  was  gone,  and  that  the  a^e  of  sophistry 
and  chicanery  had  suceeeded  it.  There  wa&  much 
truth  in  this  remark.  The  present  age  was  agitated 
with  questions  of  banking,  finance,  and  currency — 
all  of  them  questions  in  which  the  interests  rather 
than  the  feelings  of  mankind  were  involved.  In 
discussing,  then,  the  question  before  the  House,  he 
must  ask  its  indulgence  while  he  gave  a  dry  and 
nnioteresting  statement  of  facts — ^facts  which  he 
could  only  take  time  to  state,  without  stopping  to 
discuss  them. 

The  resolution  of  the  msjority  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  (and  Means,  (upon  his  motion  to  amend 
which  the  quesiion  was  pending,)  was  a  mere  nega- 
tion of  action  of  any  sort  whatever;  but  although 
it  was  impliedly  merely  negative  of  a  particular 
measure,  yet  it,  in  effect,  avowed  an  exclusive 
preference  for  a  United  States  bank.  In  the  whole 
seope  of  the  financial  questions  before  them,  the 
committee  had  gone  into  only  one  form  of  a  single 
idea,  which  they  negatived.  That  the  Honse  and 
the  country  might  see  the  particular  nature  of  this 
report,  let  it  be  supposed  that,  in  the  tariff  act  pre- 
pared by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  order  of  the  House — let  it  be  supposed 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  instead 
of  reporting  that  bill  back,  or  of  amending  it,  or 
reporting  some  other  bill  on  the  same  subject,  when 
the  demand  of  the  country  was  so  urgent  for  set- 
tling the  tariff  question — had  simply  reported  that 
it  was  not  expedient  to  pass  the  particular  bill  pre- 
sented by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Had 
aneh  a  report  been  made  at  the  Isst  session,  every- 
body would  have  said  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  not  performed  their  duty— not  met 
the  wants  and  expectations  of  the  country.  Now, 
in  their  report  upon  the  exchequer,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  done  precisely  the  same 
thing  that  he  had  imagined  in  respect  to  the  tariff. 
In  the  preliminary  debate  on  this  subject,  the  se- 
leot  eommittee  to  whom  it  was  referred  at  the 
last  session  was  taken  to  task  for  reporting  a  bill 
of  their  own,  instead  of  reporting  back  to  the 
Hooae  the  bill  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  their  conduct  was  commented  on  in  very  severe 
terms.  But  what  was  the  contrast  presented  be- 
tween the  course  of  the  select  committee,  and  that 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  The  for- 
mer, whilst  they,  presented  a  bill  different  from  that 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  were  not  then, 
and  were  not  now,  exclusively  devoted  to  iL  If 
the  majority  of  the  Honse  were  ready  to  adopt  the 
bill  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  was  ready 
to  vote  for  it;  and  if  the  House  should  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  of  the  select 
ooBMnittee,  it  was  his  purpose  to  move  to  substitute 
for  it  the  bill  of .  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  would  do  this»  that  the  whole  subject  might 
be  bipaght  before  the  Hoimq  and  that  no  gentle- 1 


man  might  avoid  ttie  responsibility,  that  rested  on 
him,  of  voting  on  it. 

We  come  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  the  investigation  of 
this  question  in  a  peculiar  exigency-  in  the  sffairs 
of  the  Government.  With  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  of  the  Uailed  SUtes  Bank,  had  expired  all 
the  laws  regulating  the  depositing,  disbursing,  and 
transfer  of  the  public  moneys  by  means  of  that  in- 
stitution. The  independent  treasury  had  been  re* 
pesled  by  law;  and  that  mode  of  regulating  the 
public  depositee,  disbursements,  and  transfers,  had 
also  ceased  to  exist.  What,  then,  was  the  peculiar 
predicament  of  the  Ctovernment,  when  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  refuf^ed  to  do  any- 
thing in  relation  to  the  subjecti  Wby,  the  publie 
depositee  were  held  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  act  of  1789;- [here  Mr.  C.  recited 
the  act;]  and  it  was  upon  the  extremely  general 
provisions  of  that  act  that  the  depositee  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  public  money  were  now  made, 
subject  only  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive.  And 
in  regard  to  the  materials  to  be  received  at  the 
treasury,  there  was  but  one  set  regnlatina  that  sub- 
ject; and  that  was  t^e  resolution  of  1816.  [Here 
Mr.  C.  recited  the  provisions  of  that  act  ] 

In  this  predicament  of  the  Government,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  whom  this  dis- 
cretion was  imposed  by  the  existing  laws,  came  to 
the  House,  and  asked  it  to  relieve  him  of  that  dis- 
cretion, and  to  take  away  from  him  this  general 
E>wer  over  the  ueasnry.  To  this  appeal  of  the 
xecutive — that  Congress  should  strip  him  of  this 
power,  and  impose  fixed  bounds  and  limits  to  bis 
authority — what  was  the  reply  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meansi  It  was,  that  he  should  retain 
that  power— that  he  should  not  be  relieved  of  his 
responsibility,  unless  it  could  be  done  by  the  agen- 
cy of  a  joint  stock  bank.  That  was  precisely  the 
stale  of  the  qnestion.  It  was  not  meeting  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Qovemment  to  say  that,  because 
they  cannot  have  a  Unit^  States  bank,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  will  not  agree  that 
there  shall  be  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  But 
there  was  a  question  beyond  the  mere  exigency 
of  the  Government;  snd  that  was,  the  exigency 
of  the  people.  Now,  what  did  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates  want  in  regard  to  this  matteil 
Did  they  respond  to  this  reply  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means?  Did  they  say  that,  because 
there  could  not  be  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
there  should  be  no  legislation  on  the  subject?  He 
said,  no.  No  portion  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  took  the  ground  that  there  should  be  no 
legislation  on  the  subject,  unless  for  the  purpoee  of 
chartering  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  Here  Mr. 
C.  referred  to  the  late  elections,  to  show  what  were 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  on  the  subject.  He 
admitted  that  there  was  a  minority  of  the  people 
of  the  country  who  wanted  a  bank  of  the  United 
States;  but  he  denied  that  any  portion  of  that  mi- 
nority took  the  ground  that  they  would  have  one, 
or  nothing  else.  In  the  first  place,  they  did  not 
desire  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
that  they  might  obtain  a  greater  facility  of  loan  s 
for  there  was  already  too  much  bsnk  capi- 
tal in  the  country.  He  repeated  that  they  did 
net  desire  a  bsnk  of  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  to  the  sum  toul  of  bank 
paper  currency*  and  thereby  increasing  the  fadl- 
ity  of  obtaining  loans.  If,  then,  the  minority  of 
the  people  did  not  desire  a  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  for  this  purpose,  for  what  purpose  did  they 
desire  it?  They  desired  it,  in  the  first  place,  as  a 
depository;  secondly,  for  the  transfer  of  funds  from 
one  point  to  another;  thirdly,  to  give  a  nationality 
to  paper  currency,  instead  of  gold  and  silver;  and, 
fourthly,  to  strengthen  the  credit  of  the  paper  of  the 
Stale  banks.  Now  he  contended  that  all  these  ob- 
jects were  attainable  without  the  aid  of  a  United 
Slates  bank.  But,  if  it  were  otherwise,  could  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  be  bad?  He  assumed 
that  it  could  not  in  the  current  three  years;  that  it 
could  not  be  had  during,  the  temaining  two  years 
of  the  present  Administration,  nor  in  the  first  year 
of  the  next.  Would  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  FtLLMdan]  have  the  country  wait  for 
that  long  period,  without  any  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject ^f  the  finances?  But  he  would  present  a 
stronger  ease.    He  would  anume  that  there  could 


be  no  bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  next  seven 
years.  There  was,  therefore,  a  stronger  case  pre- 
sented; and  he,  would  ask  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  if  they  would  have  the  country  wait  for 
the  next  seven  years,  without  any  legislstion  on  the 
subject  of  the  currency,  and  the  safekeeping  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money,  because  they 
cannot  get  a  bank  of  the  United  States? 

But.  again:  suppose  a  bank  charier  a  possible 
fact,  within  a  period  of  three  years — which  it  was 
not^then  there  was  another-  point  of  view  in 
which  it  must  be  seen :  could  the  stock  be  sub- 
scribed? He  annmed  that  it  could  not  be  sub- 
scribed abroad,  where  there  i^as  an  absolute  horror 
of  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  And  he  as- 
sumed that  it  could  not  be  subscribed  at  home,  for 
there  was  a  growing  distrust  of  bank  investments; 
and  it  was  a  period  of  time  when  they  could  not 
obtain  a  loan  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  at 
6  per  cent,  interest  If,  then,  they  could  not  ob- 
tain that  loan,  it  was  preposterous  to  suppose  that 
they  could  get  capitalist  to  joia  in  a  great  stock 
bank;  so  that,  if  it  was  constitutionally  a  fact,  it 
was  not  financially  a  possible  fact. 

But  there  might  be  another  alternative,  it  was 
said;  and  that  was,  the  sub  treasury.  But  be  would 
say  that  the  people  pf  the  United  States  did  not 
want  the  sub-treasury,  and  their  objection  to  it  had 
been  manifested  by  the  elections.  Though  the 
affirmative  of  what  should  be  the  alternative  for 
the  sub-treasury  was  not  put  in  Issue,  the  sub- 
treasury  itself  was  put  in  issue;  and  so  far  as  the 
dictions  decided  anything,  they  decided  against  the 
sul^treasury. 

But,  independent  of  this,  the  people  did  not  want 
Ihe  sub-treasury,  because  it  gave  not  a  depository 
for  deposifers;  it  was  not  instrumental  as  a  means 
of  transfer;  it  did  not  regulate  ezch|mg(»;  nor  did 
it  furnish  a  currency  for  the  country;  which  things 
the  wants  of  the  people  called  upon  Congress  to 
grant.  Now,  what  was  to  remain?  It  was,  to  ask 
for  some  instrument  or  institution  which  shall,  in 
the  first  pisce,  be  Without  certain  things,  sgainst 
which  the  people  of  the  United  S'ates  haJ  decided; 
and  which  should  furnish  certain  things,  amongst 
which  were  the  means  of  deposite,  the  meaits  of 
transfer,  the  means  for  a  currency,  and  the  means 
of  regulation.  Now,  it  behooved  the  committee  to 
inquire  if  it  was,  or  wss  not,  advisable  to  provide 
an  instrument  or  an  institution  which  could  be  con- 
stitutionally and  judiciously  established,  and  meet 
the  aflirmative  wants  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  avoid  those  things  which  they  had  nega- 
tived. 

Now,  the  plan  of  the  exchequer  (whether  the 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the 
committee)  did  all  that  the  people  required.  It 
gave  them  everything  in  a  United  Statef  bank 
which  the  people  want;  and  avoided  everything  in 
it  which  the  people  did  not  want,  and  everything 
which  was  against  the  fixed  financial  feelings  of 
the  people  ot  the  United  States.  The  exchequer 
gave  whst  the  people  wanted,  and  all  that  they 
wanted.  He  had  presented  a  vast  number  of  me- 
morials in  its  favor,  and  he  knew  there  was  a  vast 
mass  on  the  way  to  the  Capitol,-  praying  for  its 
adoption^ without  distinction  of  party.  He  was  in- 
formed that  one  had  been  signed  bjLSfOOO  of  the 
best  and  wisest  men  of  Boston.  He  bad  assumed, 
then,  that  the  exchequer  would  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  Gh>vemment  and  the  wants  of  the  people; 
and  he  now  proceeded  to  notice  ttie  plan  of  its 
issues.  True,  there  were  differences  between  the 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  plan 
of  the  committee;  but  the  differences  were  imms- 
terial  and  did  not  affect  the  general  idea;  and  if 
any  portion  of  the  House  desired  to  change  the 
amount  of  the  issues,  and  other  immaterial  portions 
of  the  bill,  let  them  do  it  in  commitiee.  But  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say  that  in  a  portion  of  the  public 
press  there  bad  been  a  persevering  delusion  on  the 
subject  of  the  exchequer  scheme.  The  Bvening 
Post  of  New  York  had  misrepresented  the  Houve 
bill;  but  he  would  reply  to  the  objections  to  the  ex- 
chequer scheme  submitted  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  The  committee  objected,  in 
the  first  place,  that  it  was  not  so  safe  a  depository 
as  a  United  States  bank.  There  was  a  time  when 
he  should  have  been  ready  to  concur  in  opinion 
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with  the  Oominitiiee  ef'Wftys  and  Means,  that  a 
Vtdxed  8ttKM  Dthk,  ifllniiiafch  as  it  ftave  the  eapi* 
tal  of  the  MAltii^  a  eblMiteral  sfctirity,  was  the 
safer  diJpoi4?e^y$lMrl  vben  the  genllf  man  from  New 
York  {Mr.  Fiuiidns]  affirmed,  as  a  proposition  of 
this  day,  that  a  Ualred  States  haok  was  the  safer 
depositdtyt  fce  (Mr,  CosHtTro)  denied  the  trmh  of 
the  position*  With  the  prostrate  condition  and  the 
min  of  the  Unft^  Slates  Bank  (which  was  over- 
thrown by  ttismftttigemenr,  and  its  capital  sqnan- 
dered)  l>efore  them,  it  did  not  become  them 
to  say  the  Met  depository  was  a  United 
States  bank.  ^Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  F^LLM oftfe]  admitted  this  tacitly  in  his  report, 
when  he  said  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment foreeaw  the  danger  in  season  to  withdraw 
the  depositee.  In  the  second  place,  the  committee 
objected  that  the  exchequer  was  a  Government 
bank;  but  in  what  respect  was  it  so?  Why,  it  was 
objected  that  the  sob  treasary  was  a  bank.  If  the 
eitefaeqaer  was  a  baBk,bfcao8e  it  received  depositee, 
imd  bonght  bills  of  exchange,  then  the  snb-treasnry 
^as  a  bank.  Bnt  before  they  undertook  to  ob- 
ject to  a  thing  on  a  mere  word,  it  became  them  to 
analyze  it  thoroughly.  He  denied  that  the  ex- 
chequer was  in  any  sense  a  bank.  The  essence  of 
a  bank  was  a  great  stock  corporation  for  profit. 

But,  then,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
objected  to  the  exchequer,  that  it  was  capable  of 
e'ipaosion.  But  bowt  By  a  vote  of  the  Congress  of 
lilfi  yniied  States.  And  what,  then,  was  the 
pFoposiiion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York? 
''[Mr.  FfLLMoas.]  why,  they  could  not  trust  the 
eonstirntional  Government  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  President  and  the  two  branches  of 
Congress;  but  they  could  trust  a  corgoration  oi* 
ttercenary  men.  And  was  not  that  preposterous? 
Bat  again:  Hw  gentleman  said  the  promises  of  the 
etcheqner  were  ItableJo  non- redemption;  that  was, 
the Ck>vernmelit  of  the  United  States  would  not 
take  care  of  its  own  honor  and  credit,  and  wouM 
iasne  its  phpor  without  the  means  of  redemption. 
Hero,  again,  was  the  idea  that  they  could  trust  a 
bank  parlor  directory  in  Philadelphia;  bnt  they 
eoald  not  trust  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales.  AH  there,  and  other  objections  which  he 
tnnmerated,  which  the  commidee  had  raised  to  the 
exchequer,  he  contended,  told  with  tenfold  force 
against  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 

He  pursued  this  subject  at  some  length,  and  ex- 
posed what  he  conceived  to  bo  popular  errors 
respecting  a  IJnited  States  bank. 

He  did  not  wish  gentlemen  to  understand  that, 
in  thus  preaeotiag  these  facts  to  the  House,  his  idea 
was  that  paper  should  be  excluded  from  the  com- 
mon transactions  of  ooten.  Far  from  it.  There 
was  no  more  necessity  for  entirely  exclading  pa- 
per from*  the  transactions  of  men,  than  for  eX' 
eluding  it  from  tba  proceedings  of  the  House.  Bnt 
be  repeated,  we  never  should  have  a  stable  cur- 
rency, ontir  we  separated  the  faculty  of  making 
money  from  the  faculty  of  lending  it.  [A  member: 
'*Tho  exchequer  proposes  to  loan  money,  and  to 
make  it  also.*']    No,  not  to  loan  it. 

He  saw  an  iliastratlon  of  the  idea  h^  had  ad- 
tanced,  m  what  be  bad  frequently  observed  du- 
ring the  pfogreea  of  aifairs  in  this  country,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  reading  about  other  countries. 
It  was  this:  that  in  all  free  States  there  were  two 
parries— the  one  In  favor  of  onward  movement  to* 
ward  the  fature;  and  the  other  in  favor  of  recnr- 
rence  to  the  past.  The  object  of  the  latter  party 
was  to  restore  things  which  had  existed.  This 
was  the  radical  enor  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  making  their  report  They  forgot 
that  th«  world  was  net  now  where  it  was  ten  years 
ago.  New  facts  had  occurred,  new  ideas  had  been 
developed,  new  purposes  avowed.  Forgetful  of  the 
new  facts  derived  from  past  experience,  the  Com- 
mittee.of  Ways  and  Means  would  call  upon  the 
Government  to  refuse  all  legislation,  unless  they 
eould  have  restored  an  old  fashioned  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

At  this  point  the  hour  expired,  and 

Mr.  BARNARD  obtiiined  the  floor. 

Mr.  T.  P.  MARSHALL  was  anxious  that  the 
gentleman  should  be  allowed  to  proceed,  and  con- 
clude his  speech;  bnt  several  members  objected. 


Mr.  BARNARD  claimed  the  floor,  snd  moved 
an  adjournment;  which  motion  prevailed. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wbonbsdat,  January  35, 1843. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  widow  and  ten  children  of  Joshua  Ray- 
mond, deceased,  praying  a  pension  for  his  services 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  indemnity  for 
Freneh  spoliations  prior  to  1800.  The  portion 
relating  to  the  pension  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  memorial  from  Joseph 
W.  Cross,  and  other  citizens  of  West  Boyleston, 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  provision  may  be  made 
in  all  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign powers  for  a  peaceful  adjustment  of  all  inter- 
national difliculiies  which  may  arise:  refened  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Comt>erland  county,  Pa., 
In  which  they  protest  solemnly  and  humbly  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Com*^ 
mittee  on  the  Judiciarv. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Waterford,  in  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  Ohio,  complaining  of  the  deranged 
stale  of  the  currency,  and  the  want  of  a  national  cur* 
reney,  and  recommending  the  issue  of  |200,000,000 
of  Government  stock,  based  on  a  pledge  of  the  pub* 
lie  domain,  to  t>e  distributed  in  a  representative 
ratio  to  the  States  and  Territorie.*,  as  a  means  of 
relief;  which  was  referred  to  the  Gommitte  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Roada 
and  Canals,  reported  a  joint  resolution  directing 
the  transfer  of  the  slock  held  by  the  United  Stales 
in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  the  cities  of  Washington,  George- 
town, and  Alexandria,  on  certain  condition.*;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Balie  Fey* 
ton,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
Elmyra,  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  plan  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  for  a  board  of  exche^ 
qner:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  presented  a  petition  from  Mc- 
Kean  Buchanan,  a  purser  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
Stales,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by 
him  in  conseqaence  of  an  order  of  his  command- 
ing officer  forbidding  the  issue  of  articles  denom- 
inated therein;  and  a  petition  praying  to  be  allow- 
ed, in  the  settlement  ot  his  accounts,  a  commission 
on  certain  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  him  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public servoe;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AffairF,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  naval  peace 
establishmeni;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  consider,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentations of  Isaac  Green." 

Messrs.  BERRIEN  and  PHELPS  explained 
that  this  1)111  was  intended  to  relieve  the  individuals 
named,  as  sureties  on  a  bond  of  Mr.  Emerson,  a 
pension  agent,  who  failed,  having  some  f  10.000  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States  in  his  possession. 
The  ground  assumed  in  their  argumenr,  as  a  justi- 
fication to  relieve  the  sureties,  was,  that  the  sureties 
being  cognizant  of  the  in8ol?ency  of  Emerson, 
gave  notice  to  the  Government  of  that  fact,  and 
pointed  out  a  sufficiency  of  property  held  by  him, 
against  which  process  might  be  issued  to  secure  the 
Government;  bnt  the  United  States  ofltoers,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  protect  its  interests,  neglected  to 
take  any  legal  proceedings  to  get  possession  of  the 
property,  and  permitted  ppvate  individuals  to  at- 
tach, and  have  all  of  it  disposed  of,  to  satisfy  their 
claims;  and  then  proceeded  against  the  sureties,  to 
secure  the  amount  of  the  default  of  Emerson. 
These  Senators  maintained  that  the  sureties,  having 
pointed  out  properly  ample  to  secure  the  United 
States,  should  not   be  held  responsible  for  the. 


amount  of  the  default,  inasmuch  as  the  proper  dftoen 
of  the  Government  neglected  to  proceed  agaimt 
the  principal  when  he  was  posaeased  oi  iIm  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  EVANS  made  some  remarks  agaiMt  ths 
bill;  bnt  said,  if  it  was  to  pass  on  the  groandsas. 
sumed,  to  justify  its  passage  it  ought  to  appear  oa 
the  tace  of  the  biU,  so  that  it  sh<mld  not  Ins  here- 
after drawn  into  a  dangerous  precedent.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amepd  the  bill,  to' the  effect 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Government  to  take  legal  proceed- 
ings against  Emerson  at  the  lime  requested  by  the 
sureties,  said  sureties  should  not  be  held  to  % 
fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  their  bond. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  billfon  the  groond-lbat 
it  was  establishing  entirely  anew  principle — a  very 
dangerous  one,  and  one  opposed  to  the  practice  of 
the  Government  in  all  past  time,  to  relieve  the 
sureties  from  the  obligations  of  their  bond,  whea 
the  principal  had  failed.  The  custom  bad  beea 
always,  and  should  remain  so,  of  having  proom 
issued  against  the  principal  and  sureties;  so  thai, 
if  one  failed,  the  others  might  seonre  the  interesti 
of  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendnaent  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Etins,  and  carried  In  tbe  aflbm^ 
ative. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  the 
amendment  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Oregon  Territory  then  came  up  on  its  passage,  ai 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate. 
A  wise  and  prudent  man,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  in  any 
of  the  various  departments  of  human  affairs, 
would  be  very  reluctant  to  engage  in  any  enter- 
prise, however  thoroughly  satisfied  of  his  right  to 
do  so,  until  he  should  have  well  considered,  first, 
the  appropriate  time  for  its  commencement; 
secondly,  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  ac- 
complished, and  its  probable  cost;  and,  finally,  the 
benefits  which  were  ultimately  to  result  from  its 
accomplishment.  And  he  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  if  the  worthy  Senator  from  Missouri,  who 
had,  with  so  much  zeal  and  ability,  presented  this 
bill  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  had  violated 
any  of  the  maxims  of  sound  policy,  (as  he  humbly 
conceived  he  had,)  it  had  arisen  from  the  dream- 
stance  of  totally  overlooking  the  considerations  lo 
which  he  had  just  alluded.  All  those  Senators 
who  had  engaged  in  this  discussion  seemed  to  have 
limited  their  investigations  to  what  he  waa  com- 
pelled to  regard  as  ihe  most  unimportant  of  all  the 
questions  which  this  measure  inv<Hve8.  They  had 
confined  themselves  to  the  mere  abstract  qnestioa 
of  the  riffht  of  title.  They  had  araued  the  qae»> 
tion  as  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  the 
tribunal  which  was  to  adjust  and  determine  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  English  or  the 
American  title;  and  as  if  this  was  the  only  qneo- 
tion  to  bo  determined.  He  believed  no  Sienaior, 
who  had  taken  part  in  this  discussion,  had  ex- 
pressed the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
title  of  the  United  States  to  the  Territory  of  Oicgoa. 
He  had  investigated  the  subject  as  folly  and  as 
thoroughly  as  the  docomentary  evidence  to  which 
he  had  been  able  to  obtain  access  had  enabled  him 
to  do;  and,  with  these  tights  before  him,  he  waa 
free  to  declare  that  he  regarded  the  title  of  the 
United  States,  at  least  as  far  north  as  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  as  one  of  the  cleawt 
titles  that  was  ever  the  subject  of  national  eontro- 
versy.  But,  at  the  9ame  time  that  he  made  ikds 
declaration,  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  aaaamelhe 
respohsibiliiy  of  precipitating  the  nation  into  any 
measure,  upon  his  own  judgment,  or  the  jodgmeat 
of  the  Senate,  upon  quest*ons  which  it  did  not  be- 
long to  either  to  determine.  Gentlemen  aeeoaed  to 
have  forgotten  that  there  were  two  parties  inier- 
ested  in  this  question;  and  that,  however  clear  ear 
title  mi^t  appear  to  us,  theirs  might  appear  eqaally 
clear  to  the  other  party.  Here  was  a  case  of  joint 
occupancy,  and  an  existing  question  as  to  title. 
The  Senate  had  seeased,  throughout  the  whole  dis- 
cussion, to  assume  that  ours  was  the  true  title,  ami 
were  proceeding  upon  that  asaamplion;  ahhoagh 
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4he  Briii8b,«t  the  same  time,  clained  that  theirs 
w«6  ihe  trae  iide.  By  whom  were  these  conflict- 
ittg  olaims  to  be  ie(t)ed7  By  one  of  the  interested 
ptilifisl    CertaiiUy  not. 

A  few  words  on  the  sobjeet  of  the  oonvention  of 
18t8»  whieh  iiad  been  indefinitely  prolonged  by 
that  of  1697.  He  eonenrred  perfectly  with  those 
6tolftioi8  vfao  had  mainiaioed  that  the  proTision  of 
Maaet,  which  granted,  or  stipulated  to  grant,  alio- 
Aal  lilies,  or  titles  in  fee  simple,  to  all  those  eiti- 
asBB  of  this  eooBtry  who  might  emigrate  to  that 
-territory,  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the  oonven* 
lion.  Il  was  in  yain  to  di^oise  the  faer,  whateirer 
Bight  be  dl!lermined  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
They  were  about  to  take  possession  of  the  territory, 
to  establish  a  line  of  American  forts,  and,  by  all 
the  means  and  applianees  o(  war,  to  defend  that 
yocoBacioB.  They  were  about  to  iuTite  the  citizens 
tif  this  country  to  go  there — ^not  for  the  purpose  ef 
«anyiBg  on  the  fur  trade;  not  to  do  that  which  was 
^■^stentwith  a  joint  occupancy  by  the  two  part 
Ilea  to  the  convention;  hut  to  establish  a  permaaen- 
aaiilomeBt.  The  British  GoTemment  and  the  Brit* 
iab  nation,  howerer  we  might  di^uise'  the  fact  in 
our  arguments  here,  could  not  be  so  blind  as  not  to 
pmeiTc  the  palpable  c>bject  of  this  measure.  He 
begged  to  inquire  of  the  wortby  Senators  who  look 
•0  deep  an  interest  in  the  fate  of  this  bill,  what  was 
the  existing  emergeocy  which  dolled  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  this  slepi  Tbe  question,  for  the 
last  twenty- four  years,  had  been  allowed  to  slum- 
ber, while  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  na- 
tional prosperity,  with  a  treasury  so  abundantly 
supplied  that  the  wit  and  icgenuity  of  man  could 
not  find  out  a  legitimate  mode  of  disencumbering 
it  of  its  superabundant  treasure.  He  called  upon 
Senators  to  state  what  was  the  eaisting  emergency, 
which  demanded,  now,  that  a  measure  of  this  kind 
should  be  adopted,  .Why  was  it  that  they  were 
invoked  at  this  moment — and,  he  must  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  this  inauspicious  moment — to  enter  into 
a  measure  of  this  kindl  Why  had  it  not  been 
done  twenty  years  ago,  or  at  some  subsequent  pe- 
riod prior  to  the  presenil  He  was  decidedly  averse 
to  embark  in  it  now.  What  was  tbe  condition 
of  OUT  affairs  in  relation  to  England?  Had  they 
aJiendy  foigotten  that  only  the  other  day  a  mo- 
aicntoiis  treaty  had  been  concluded  with  England, 
coneeriiing  one  of  the  most  embarrassing  difficul- 
tiea  that  had  arisen  since  the  termination  of  the 
late  wail  He  woold  ask.  How,  aadat  whose  in- 
atanoe^  was  that  adjustment  made?  h  was  made 
at  tbe  instance  of  that  nation,  concerning  whose 
g^rasping  ambition  so  much  bad  been  said  by 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.  Was  it  her  ambi- 
tion, her  love  of  conquest,  and  desire  of  tbe  ac- 
quisition of  territory,  that  induced  England  to 
aend  to  us  the  olive  branch  of  peace,  in  the 
•form  of  an  axuaordinary  mission?  Oreat  Britain 
voliantaiily  moved  in  this  matter,  and  tendered  to 
«a  the  ohvie  branch  of  peace;  and  he  thanked  Qod 
that  our  Government  accepted  it  in  the  spirit  in 
wliich  it  was  extended  to  us.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  tad  fault  with  the  result  of  those  negotiations, 
even  if  they  haid  conceded  much  more  territory 
than  was  conceded,  had  it  been  done  with  tbe  con- 
eeiit  of  the  State  immediately  interested,  and  con- 
aiatenUy  with  the  honor  of  the  country.  He  would 
radier  that  peace  should  be  made  on  almost  any 
lems»  than  to  go  to  war.  The  matter  had  been 
adinaled;  and  he  must  be  permitted  to  tsay,  that 
foT  ihe  adjustment  of  this  qnestion,  if  for  nothing 
eJac,  the  people  of  the -United  States  owed  a  debt  of 
taethig  gratitude  to  the  Administration  by  wiiom 
ifa&s  adjaatmeni  bad  been  effected;  and  be  would 
go  furthec,  and  say,,  that  every  patriot  in  England, 
awl  every- patriotin  tl^  ^nit^  States,  would  shake 
haada,  and  declare  that  the  Government  of  each 
was  iadebaed  to  the  negotiators.  He  thanked  God 
4tet  tbe  treaty  had  been .  bronght  to  a  t^nccessful 
tarmination.  Well,  sir,  (said  Mr.  AdcD.,)  while 
congratulating  ourselves  on  the  termination  of 
Iheae  great  difficulties,  at  such  a  moment  as  this, 
what  are  we  about  to  do?  Wbrlle  a  part  of  our 
territorial  boandary  remained  still  to  be  adjusted*— 
while  the  question  was  still  a  sobjeet  of  pending  ne- 
ftotiation  between  the  two  conntries-^the  Senate  of 
tbe«  Uniiad  States,  a"  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
jniiaiaicljr  connected  with  the  tre^iy-making  power, 


is  about  to  adopt  a  military  movement,  in  order  to 
take  military  possession  of  the  territory.  Now, 
however  we  may  view  this  act,  whatever  interpre- 
tation we  niay  place  upon  it^I  will  ask  genllemen 
to  assume  to  themselves  for  a  moment  tbe  position 
of  tbe  British  ministry,  and  imagine  what  would 
be  the  nataral  effect  upon  their  minds  of  a  meas« 
uie  of  this  kind.  Sir,  they  sent  us  the  olive  branch 
of  peace  to  adjust  the  most  important  difficolty. 
Instead  of  reciprocating  tbe  amicable  spirit  mani- 
fested by  them,  we  are  about  to  send  forth  the 
flaming  sword  of  defiance; — yes,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment our  minister  is  instructed  to  negotiate  for  a 
settlement  of  the  question,  we  snatch  from  their 
hands  the  olive  branch  of  peace,  and  place  the 
sword  of  defiance  in  its  rtead.  This  may  be  strong 
language;  but  stroag  as  it  is,  it  is  not  stronger  than 
the  natural  interpretation  which  will  be  placed  on 
our  conduct,  if  this  bill  be  passed,  by  Great  BriUin. 

I  have  asked,  what  is  tbe  emergency  which  de- 
mands the  passage  of  this  bill?  Is  there  any  prob- 
ability that  we  shall  fail  in  the  adjustment  of  the 
question  by  negotiation?  If  gentlemen  believe  we 
shall  fail,  and  that  we  shall  ultimately  ke  under  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  force  of  arms  to  establish 
our  title  and  maintain  our  occupation,  this  is  an 
additional  reason  why  we  should  adopt  no  measure 
which,  in  Ihe  estimation  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
ia  our  own,  could  possibly  place  us  in  the  wrong. 
Let  us  fairly  and  honorably  try  to  negotiate.  Let 
us  try  to  adjust  this  boundary,  as  we  have  done  the 
other.  And,  as  1  think  tbe  title  of  the  (Jniied 
States  is  infinitely  more  clear  than  that  upon  which 
the  negotiation  hasjnstterminated,Ithink  the  prob- 
ability of  an  amicable  adjustment  is  so  much  tbe 
greater.  But  gentlemen  say  we  must  proceed  in 
this  way— we  must  take  possession,  because  the 
British « are  doing  the  same.  They  are  making 
lodgments,  establishing  settlements,  looking  for- 
ward to  the  exclusive  possession  at  some  luture 
period.  Now,  I  totally  dissent  from  this  opinion; 
and  if  there  is  any  one  conclusion  to  which  the 
documents  before  the  Senate  mo$t  irresistibly  bring 
the  minds  of  Senators,  it  is  ihat  Great  Britain  has 
not  the  nmotest  idea— that  she  has  nut  done  a  soli- 
tary act,  nor  uttered  a  solitary  word,  on  tbe  ques- 
tioBy  evincing  the  remotest  desire  to  make  perma- 
nent exclusive  settlements  in  that  territory.  All 
that  she  desired,  all  that  they  have  ever  claimed, 
is  tbe  right  to  prosecute  the  fur- trade,  and  to  make 
such  temporary  settlements  as  were  necessary 
to  accompUbh  that  object.  Have  they  done 
more,  air?  It  is  true  tbe  worthy  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Morbbead]  msde  a  formida- 
ble array  of  charges  against  England,  in  ref- 
erence to  acts  wbich  she  has  already  done.  In  the 
first  place,  that  she  has  made  a  fort  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  moutb  of  the  Columbia  river;  and 
the  gentleman,  with  that  candor  which  forbids  him 
to  suppress  any  part  of  the  truth,  read  a  full  account 
of  that  fort,  concluding  wiih  a  statement  that  it  was 
a  mere  stockade  fort,  ia  its  very  character  intended 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  repel  the  attacks  of 
tbe  Indians;  and  so  it  is  with  ail  the  other  forts 
which  they  have  established.  This,  then,  amounts 
to  nothing;  it  furnishes  no  evidence  of  an  intention 
of  estabUsbing  permanent  settlements,  the  idea  of 
which  seems  to  have  taken  hold  of  the  minds  of 
Senators.  The  Seaator  from  Kentucky  related 
another  very  important  fact.  He  said,  England 
has  violated  the  convention,  which  stipulated  the 
joint  cccti^ancy  in  the.  prosecution  of  the  fur  trade; 
because,  whenever  our  boats  ascended  the  Colum- 
bia river  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  they  were  im- 
mediately driven  off  by  tbe  Eogli&h,  who  had  the 
audacity  to  come  there  and  sell  goods  to  the  poor 
Indians  cheaper  than  the  Americans  did;  and  this 
was  a  violation  of  the  oonvention.  Why,  sir^  this  har- 
monizes very  badly  with  the  remaik  of  the  worthy 
Senator  ffom  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Woodbcrt] 
who  indicated,  as  one  important  object  to  be  gained 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  the  civilization  of 
the  Indians.  But,  if  we  cannot  affcrd  to  sell  them 
goods  at  a  cheap  rate,  it  surely  does  not  show  a 
very  Christian  spirit.  But  all  this  is  mere  words. 
I  put  il  to  tbe  Senate  whether  any  one,  in  tbe 
course  of  this  discussion,  has  put  his  finger  on  a 
solitary  act  which  indicated  an  intention,  on  tbe 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  establish  for  herself  an 


exclusive  occupation.  I  assert  that,  as  far  as  f 
have  examined,  I  have  discovered  no  evidence  q€ 
any  such  intention. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  having  pressed  thepe  brief 
views,  tending  to  show  the  inexpediency  of  adojpV 
ing  such  a  measure  at  this  time,  in  refi^renoe  to  ne- 

Jfotiations  now  pending  between  the  two  couniriss, 
et  me  ask  the  Senate,  What  will  be  the  natural 
interpretation  that  England  will  put  upon  our  aci? 
If  we  had  passed  the  measure  without  debate,  .it 
niight  not  have  been  regarded  in  any  degipse  offen- 
sive; but  yon  may  rest  assured,  when  thia.act  comes 
to  be  regarded  by  the  British  Mii^istry,  pariici^larly 
if  they  have  any  desire  to  take  possession  of  the 
territory,  what  will  be  the  interpietation  ihey  will 
put  upon  it?  They  will  interpret  the  act  by  >be 
speeches  delivered  here.  Will  they  not,  sir?  Con- 
sult your  own  bosoms.  '  What  is  the  impr^ion 
prodctced  upcfn  yourselves,  when  an  English  pa- 
per—not even  a  ministerial  paper-— throws  out  de- 
nunciations against  the  United  States? 

What,  then,  will  be  their  interpretation  of  thisact, 
military  in  its  character,  heralded  .forth  to  the 
world  with  denonciations  agaiast  England,  on  ac- 
count of  her  grasping  ambition*<Hreferriog  to  her 
acts  in  the  Eastern  hemiaphere,  in  Asia  and  In 
Chiaa,  as  well  as  on  this  oontittemi  Sir,  however 
calmly  we  may  hear  these  things,  thw  British  will 
not  hear  them  with  calmness.  Now^air,  let  metell 
you  bow  many  gentlemen  are  miataben  at*  to  the 
feeling  existing  in  England  in  regard  to  iliis  sub^ 
ject.  I  was  there  for  about  six  months  dprins;  the 
years  1838  and  1839;  and  if  I  were  aalled  upon  on 
my  oath  to  declare  what  appeared  to  be  the  most 
prevailing  sentiment  in  Eagl^>>d,  I  would  .-ay  it 
was  an  absolute  horror  of  the  idea  of  a  war  »i\h 
America.  Ail  ranks,  high  and  low, every  person 
I  encountered,  in  the  highway  and  elseahere,  uai  • 
versally  concurred  in  the  aentiment  that  the  an- 
cient feuds  that  bad  separated  the  two  countries 
had  passed  away — that  a  new  era  had  grown  up 
— that  they  were  bound  together  by  the  strong  ties  of 
consanguinity,  both  being  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race, 
differing  from  all  tbe  rest  of  the  world;  and  I  heard 
the  language  used— language  in  which  I  concorTed— 
that  if  the  two  Governments,  on  a  question  of 
mere  boundary,  which  might  be  intrusted  to  ar- 
bitrators, should  involve  themselves  in  war;  thejr 
would  deserve  the  eternal  execration  of  the  world. 
This  was  the  universal  sentiment. 

Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of  being  charged  with 
dreading  the  tremendous  power  of  Eoaland. 
Surely,  ib»  courage  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  illustrated  in  so  many  glorious  battles  by 
land  and  by  sea,  is  not  reduced  to  so  low  an  ebb, 
that  they  may  not  venture  to  be  just  and  moderasa 
for  fear  of  enconntering  the  haaard  of  being  ihonght 
to  be  cowardly.  No,  sir;  no  such  interpretation 
will  be  put  upon  our  conduct.  I  confidJently  be- 
lieve, therefore,  that  if  we  wait  with  patience,  and 
fairly  employ  the  means  of  peace  which  are  in  our 
hands,  and  leave  the  executive  department  of  t|ie 
Government  .to  discharge  its  duty,  Iconfittently 
believe,  from  tbe  progress  already  made  in  tbe  ad- 
justment of  our  difficulties,  that  this  comparatively 
unimportant  one  would  be  adjusted.  Bo  far,  sir,  as 
regards  our  foreign  relations. 

But  there  sre  some  domestic  views  of  the  subject 
which  gentlemen  have  overlooked.  What  do  we 
want  with  this  territory?  What  are  we  to  do  with 
it?  What  is  to  be  the  consequence  of  our  taking  pos- 
session of  it?  What  is  the  act  we  are  called  on 
now  to  do?  Why,  it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
an  act  of  colonization,  for  tbe  first  time  proposed 
Muce  the  foundation  of  this  Government.  If  this 
were  a  question  of  gradual,  and  continuous,  and 
progressive  settlement^if  the  territory,  to  which 
our  citizens  are  invited,  were  really  to  become  a 
psrt  of  this  Union,  it  would  prebent  a  very  different 
question.  But,  sir,  does  any  man  seriously  suppose 
that  any  Stale  which  can  be  formed  at  tbe  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  river,  or  sny  of  the  inhabitable  pai  ts  of 
that  territory,  would  ever  become  one  of  tbe  S:aies 
of  this  Union?  I  have  great  faith— no  one  bad 
much  greater — in  the  power  of  the  representative 
prineiple  to  extend  the  sphere  of  government;  bat 
I  confess  that,  even  in  the  most  sanguine  dsys  of 
my  youth,  I  never  conceived  the  possibility  of  em- 
bracing within  the  same  Government  people  living 
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Ave  thoasand  miles  apart.    Bot,  %vr,  the  worthy 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Woodbdrt] 
seems  to  have  discovered  a  priDciple  much  more 
^teat  than  the  repreaentative  principle.  He  refers 
joa  10  steam,  as  far  more  poteat.    I  should  donbt 
▼ery  much  whether  the  elements,  or  powers,  or  or- 
ganisation of  the  principles  of  government,  will 
ever  be  changed  by  steam.    Steam  1    How  are  we 
to  apply   steam   in  this  case?    Has  the   Sena- 
tor  examined  -the   character    of    the    couatryl 
What  is  the  character  of  the  country?    Why,  as 
I  understand  it,  that  about  seven  hundred  miles 
this  side  of  the  Rocky  ftf6untains  is  uninhabita- 
ble, where  rain  scarcely  ever  falls — a  barren  sandy 
soil.    On  the  other  side— 'we  have  it  from  a  very 
intelligent  gentleman,  sent  to  explore  that  country 
by  the  State  I>epartment,  that  there  are  three  suo- 
oessiire  ridges  of  mountains  extending  towards  the 
Pacific,  and  running  nearly  parallel;  which  moun- 
tains are  totally  impassable,  except  in  certain  parts, 
where  there  were  gaps  or  depressions,  to  be  reached 
only  by  going  some  hundred  of  miles  oat  of  the 
direct  course.    Well,  now,  what  are  we  to  do  in 
such  a  ease  as  this?    How  are  you  going  to  apply 
steam?    Have  you  nude  anything  like  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  a  railroad  running  from  here  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia?  .  Why,  the  wealth  of 
the  Indies  would   be   insuffioient.     You  would 
have    to    tunnel  through   mountains  five   bun* 
dred  or  six  hundred  miles  in  extent.    It  is  true 
they    have    constructed   a   tunnel   beneath   the 
Thames;  but  at  a  vast  expenditure  of  capital. 
With  a  bankrupt  treasury,  and  a  depreiued  and 
iufferiog  people,  to  talk  about  constructing  a  rail- 
road to  the  western  shore  of  this  continent,  mani- 
fests a  wild  spirit  of  adventure  which  I  never  ex- 
pected to  hear  broached  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates.    And  is  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to 
be  the  last  entrenchment  where  we  are  to  find  this 
wild  spirit  of  adventure  which  has  involved  this 
country  in  rain?    I  believe  that  the  farmers,  the 
honest  cultivators  of  the  soil,  look  now  only  to  Qod 
in  his  mercy,  and  their  own  labor,  to  relieve  them 
from  the  wretchedness   in    which   the  wild  and 
visionary  schemes   of  adventure   have  involved 
them. 

Now,  it  is  one  of  the  most  uncalculating  measures 
which  was  ever  brought  before  the  Senate.  For 
whose  benefit  are  we  bound  to  pass  it?  Who  are 
to  go  there,  along  the  line  of  military  posts,  and 
take  possession  of  the  only  part  of  the  territory  fit 
10  occupy— that  part  lying  upon  the  seacoast,  a 
strip  less  than  one  hundred  miles  in  width;  for,  as 
1  have  already  stated,  the  rest  of  the  territory  con- 
sists of  mountains  almost  inaccessible,  and  low 
lands  which  are  covered  with  stone  and  volcanic 
remains,  where  rain  never  falls,  except  during  the 
spring;  and  even  on  the  coast  no  rain  falls  from 
April  to  October,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
there  id  nothing  but  rain.  Why,  sir,  of  what  use 
will  this  be  for  agricaltural  purposed  I  would 
not  for  that  purpose  give  a  pinch  of  snufiT  for  the 
whole  territory.  I  wish  to  God  we  did  not  own 
it.  I  wish  it  was  an  impassable  barrier  to  secure 
us  against  the  intrusion  of  others.  Tlus  ia  tbe 
character  of  the  country. '  Who  are  we  to  send 
there?  Do  y^ft  think  your  honest  farmers  in  Penn- 
sylvania, New  York,  or  even  Ohio  or  Missouri, 
will  abandon  their  farms  to  go  upon  any  such  en- 
terprise as  this?  Ood  forbid!  If  any  man  who 
it  to  go  to  that  country,  under  the  temptations  of 
this  bill,  was  my  child— if  he  was  an  honest  and  in- 
dustrious man,  I  would  say  to  him,  for  Gk>d  sake, 
do  not  go  there.  You  will  not  better  your  condition. 
You  will  exchange  the  comforts  of  home,  and  the 
happiness  of  civilized  life,  for  the  pains  and  perils 
of  a  precarious  existence.  But  if  I  had  a  son 
whose  conduct  was  such  as  made  him  a  fit  subject 
for  Botany  Bay,  I  would  say,  in  the  name  of 
God,  go.  This  is  my  estimate  of  the  importance 
of  the  settlement.  Now,  what  are  we  to  gain 
by  making  the  settlement?  In  what  shape  are  our 
expenditures  there  to  be  returned?  When  are  we 
to  get  any  revenue  from  the  cit>zens  of  ours  who 
go  to  that  distant  territory — 3,300  miles  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  as  I  have  it  from  the  Senator 
from  Missouri?  What  return  are  they  going  to 
make  us  for  protecting  them  with  military  posts,  at 
an  expense  at  the  outset  of  |300,000,  and  swelling 


hereafter  Gk>d  knows  bow  mucb-*probably  equal* 
ling  the  annual  expenses  of  tbe  Florida  war. 
What  will  they  return  us  for  this  enormous  ex- 
pense, after  we  have  tempted  them,  by  this  bill,  to 
leave  their  pursuits  of  honest  industry,  to  go  upon 
this  wild  and  gambling  adventure,  in  which  their 
blood  is  to  be  staked? 

Sir,  does  any  man  suppose  that,  in  the  next 
twenty  years,  we  shall  derive  a  cent  of  revenue? 
I  put  it  to  the  Senate,  Is  there  a  man  here  ^bo 
supposes  that  the  wealth  or  power  of  the  United 
Stales  will  be  increased  to  the  amount  of  one 
solitary  cent  by  all  the  colonists  that  may  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  go  there?  No,  sir,  not  a  cent. 
Well,  now,  make  a  modehite  estimate;  what  do 
you  think  it  will  cost,  on  the  scale  on  which  you 
set  out,  during  the  next  twenty  years?  Why,  if 
you  get  off  wiUi  ten  millions  of  dollars,  it  will  be 
about  what  any  reasonable  man  would  consider  a 
proper  estimate.  The  country  is  inhabited  by  fierce 
and  warlike  savages.  It  is  a  country  abounding 
with  recesses  to  which  they  can  retreat,  and  in 
which  ihey  will  be  inaccessible;  and  if  we  ever 
get  to  war  with  them,  (and  we  know  by  experience 
that  the  most  certain  way  to  get  to  war  is  to  go 
among  them,)  we  shall  find  another  Florida;  and 
every  person  knows  how  much  the  expenses  of  that 
unfortunate  war  had  exceeded  the  anticipations  of 
those  who  foreboded  (he  worst.  Sir,  the  interests 
of  th»  people  of  the  United  States,  throwing  out  of 
view  the  ardent  and  unpatriotic  desire  of  adven- 
turers, and  consulting  the  solid  interests  of  the 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country,)  I  venture  to  say  that,  for  the  next  twenty 
years,  there  is  net  a  congressional  district  in  this 
Union,  costing  tbe  Government  nothing,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  contributing  to  its  support,  which 
will  not  be  more  valuable  to  the  United  States 
than  the  whole  of  this  territory.  It  never  can  be 
of  any  value  for  agricultural  purposes. 

All  the  accounts  I  have  read  concur,  without 
any  dissenting  voice,  in  stating  that  the  fur-trade  is 
in  rapid  course  of  deterioration.  The  animals 
which  yield  furs  are  disappearing;  and  the  time  is 
not  remote  when  even  the  British  fur  company 
will  abandon  the  country,  if  you  leave  them  alone. 
So  you  have  a  prospect,  by  the  mere  lapse  of  time 
—by  the  mere  progress  of  events — by  the  extermi- 
nation of  aninuls— of  having  the  territory  dropped 
into  our  possession.  But,  if  the  British  had  no 
claim  to  this  territory,  and  there  were  nothing  which 
impelled  us  to  go  with  our  military  establishments 
and  agricultural  settlements,  I  would  not  consent — 
if  there  was  an  embankment  of  even  tve  feet  to 
be  removed,  I  would  not  consent  to  expend  five 
dollars  to  remove  that  embankment  to  enable  our 
population  to  go  there.  I  do  not  wish  to  tempt  th'b 
people  to  form  settlements  there.  I  wish  this  to  be 
a  great  empire,  grown  up  by  the  natural  course  of 
civilization,  and  tbe  natural  extension  of  popula- 
tion. I  thank  God  for  his  mercy  in  placing  the 
Rocky  Mountains  there.  I  believe,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  those  mountains,  we  would  have  been  al- 
ready in  tbe  Pacific.  You  cannot  civilize  men,  if 
they  have  an  indefinite  extent  of  territory  over 
which  to  spread  their  numbers;  for  so  long  as  they 
spread  their  numbers,  instead  of  becoming  civilized, 
they  become  semi-savage.  All  agree  that  civili- 
zation can  Jbest  be  effected  when  the  country  is 
hedged  in  by  narrow  boundaries. 

Why,  Mr.  Prc^^ident,  if  there  is  any  one  lesson 
Inculcated  by  hlFtory,  beyond  tbe  possibility  of 
doubt,  it  is 'that  all  nations  of  the  world  which  have 
within  the  last  one  or  two  centuries  sent  out  dis- 
tant colonies,  have  found  them  to  be  far  more 
expensive  than  profitable.  There  is  nothing 
which  can  justify  such  an  enterprise,  but  the 
existence  of  a  superabundant  and  starving  popula- 
tion. In  our  case  there  is  no  such  nece^ity.  Are 
we  pent  up  within  narrow  Iimit8?>-«re  we  stifled  foi^ 
air?— are  we  starving  for  want  of  means  of  subsist- 
ence? Why,  sir,  we  %ro  very  much  distressed,  to  be 
sure;  but  it  is  from  plethora,  not  from  consumption. 
We  are  now  in  a  condition  in  which  a  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  in  discussing  tbe  tariff  bill,  told  us  we 
were,  and  that  is — in  a  most  deplorable  con- 
dition. Tbe  barns  were  full — were  breaking 
down  with  the  weight  of  grain;  the  country 
was  oveiburdened  with  a  superabundance  of  all 


the  means  of  human  subsistenee.  This  is.  the  ease 
now.  In  the  history  of  the  United  States,  a  period 
was  never  known  of  such  an  abundance  of  every- 
thing necessary  to  support  human  life— corn  tell- 
ing  for  ten  to  twelve  and  a  half  centa  a  hoAd; 
wheat  at  farty  cents^  and  every  other  azciele  of 
consumption  in  proportion;— «nd  with  a  country 
like  this,  and  with  a  soil  as  prodoetive  as  the  val- 
leys of  Egjrpt,  and  so  extensive  that  you  caMMt 
people  it  for  a  century  to  oome, — ^wiih  nch 
a  soil,  and  such  means  for  rewardiag  the  honest 
agricultural  laborer,  shall  we,  at  an  enormona  ex- 
pense, derived  f'^om  taxes  upon  the  labor  of  the 
industrious,  indui|»i  the  whims  and  oaprieea  of  the 
adventurous  portion  oi  the  population,  who  love 
to  roam  over  the  mountains?  It  is  not  proper  to 
bold  oat  sudi  inducefnents  to  our  citizens  to  engage 
in  these  adventurous  pursuits.  There  are  no  ad^ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  them.  The  advan* 
tages  of  the  fur  trade  have  been  highly  extolled; 
but  I  have  seen  no  results  but  the  enormona  wealth 
of  John  Jacob  Astor,  and  one  or  two  others,  to  joa- 
tify  the  commendation.  Are  the  honest  mechanic 
and  agriculturist,  engaged  in  the  honest  poisuiis 
•f  industry,  to  be  taxed,  that  inducements  may  be 
held  out  to  the  adventurous  to  engage  in  this  tilde, 
which  has  enriched  so  few? 

Have  you  read  tbe  account  of  Aator^fi  adven- 
tures in  the  fur  trade?  You  will  there  find  that  the 
most  of  his  operators  were  foreigners  and  the  half- 
breed  Indians.  There  were  no  citizens  of  the 
United  States  employed  by  him;  and  by  thia  bill 
yon  will  induce  none  of  your  citizens  to  embark 
but  those  of  an  adventurous  character — those  who 
have  nothing  to  lose.  I  cannot  think  any  man  who 
has  a  strong  feeling  of  patriotism — who  has  a  heart 
bound  to  his  cunntry  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  en- 
dearing associations  inseparably  connected  with 
home — would  abandon  his  friends  and  family,  and 
all  endeared  to  him,  to  emigrate  to  that  country. 
No,  sir;  captivating  as  it  may  be  to  one  portion 
of  tbe  Union,  this  is  a  spirit  we  ought  not  to  en- 
coorsge:  we  ought  rather  to  induce  the  honest 
and  industrious  classes  to  remain  among  us,  and 
contribate  to  the  support  of  their  Government. 

But,  in  the  ardor  with  whidi  gentlemen  have 
been  drawn  into  the  discussion  of  this  qosslion, 
they  seem  to  have  totally  overlooked  a  very  im- 
portant matter— tbe  ways  and  means.  Do  we  so 
abound  in  financial  resources,  as  to  be  able,  at  this 
particular  moment,  to  appropriate  f300,00O  to  a 
scheme  of  this  kind?  Have  gentlemen  considered 
tbe  question  of  ways  and  means?  I  have  not  heard  a 
single  individual,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  makethe 
slightest  reference  to  the  pecimiary  means  of  this 
country  to  justify  such  an  appropriation.  1  mnsi, 
however,  except  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. At  the  close  of  his  remarks,  he  made  a 
slight  allusion  to  our  finances,  rather  with  a  view 
of  showing  that,  as  bad  as  they  were,  we  might 
make  the  appropriation  necessary  to  carry  the  plaa 
into  operation.  That  gentleman  was  himself  See- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  at  a  period  of  great  financial 
embarrassment;  and  the  tribulation  to  which  he  was 
then  eiposed,  no  doubt,  brought  him  to  sympa- 
thise with  the  present  Secretary  of  that  Depart* 
ment,  and  to  consider  the  importance  of  naving 
ways  and  means;  and  the  still  greater  importance 
of  prosecuting  this  measure,  whether  you  have 
the  ways  and  means  or  not.  Well,  sir,  two  great 
political  parties  are  now  contending  for  power. 
They  have  both,  in  some  degree,  adopted  the  same 
watchwords-economy  and  retrenchment.  Thai 
was  the  sign  under  which  the  Whigs  csnqaeied  in 
1840;  it  is  the  sign  under  which  the  Republicans 
hope  to  conquer  now.  Hitherto,  on  ihi>  sub- 
ject, we  have  bad  nothing  but  worda.  I  have 
not  seen  the  slightest  effort  to  esublish,  in 
the  administration  of  this  Government,  any  sys- 
tem of  economy.  I  have  not  witnessed  may  ap- 
parent misgiving  in  the  minds  of  Senators  who  are 
favorable  to  tbe  adoption  of  this  measure,  as  to  the 
deficient  condition  of  the  finances.  I  confidently 
believe  that  we  will  not  have  a  sufficiency  ot 
means  to  carry  on  the  Government,  and  to  pay  the 
ordinary  demands  which  gre  contracted  on  its  b^ 
half.  The  expenditure  which  the  Government 
is  required  to  make  will  not  km^  at  the  end  oC 
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tlie  jear,  anyihiog  to  to  applied  lo  die  objeei 
eoatemplated  in  Itals  bill. 

I  have  Ken  a  siatemeat  of  the  probable  anoiiai 
of  the  Imporie  of  the  last  quarter,  porponm^  to 
eome  from  a  peiaon  who  iiiTestigated  the  sabjeet 
thorooghly,  aod  who  had  ihe  means  to  investigate 
it;  and  the  result  was,  that  the  probable  amotmi  of 
the  whole  imports  for  that  period  wonid  be  little 
more  than  eight  millions  of  dollars.  What  does 
this  indieate?  A  state  of  things  which,  of  ail  others, 
calls  vpon  vs  to  panse. 

What  is  the  condition  of  this  GoTemmentI 
Who  is  it  that  rale^  Who  ia  responsible  for  the 
measares  adopted  heiel  Nobody,  sir.  We  are 
in  a  state  of  intenregnnm-.  Nobody  is  respon- 
sible. For  God?s  sake,  let  ns  postpone  meas- 
wtfl  of  this  kind  until  there  i«  somebody  in  the 
Ck>Ternmeat  responsible.  The  fizeentiTe  is  ex- 
erting, no  donbt,  the  best  of  his  powers  to  do 
oomechings  but  he  is  not  snstsined  by  the  other 
branches  of  the  Legislatnre.  Neither  of  the  great 
parlies  seems  to  have  any  sympathy  for  the  Eze- 
CtttiTe.  They  stand  by,  and  fold  their  arms.  If  you 
should  say  to  either  of  them^  yon  ha?e  appropria- 
ted 1900,006  without  having  the  means  to  meet  that 
appropriation,  they  would  say  ii  does  notcencem  us; 
it  betongs  to  the  other  party  to  provide  the  ways 
and  m?ans.  For  Ghkl's  sake,  then,  let  ns  not  adopt 
equivocal  measures  of  this  kind  when  there  ia  no 
party  rraponsible  for  anything.  Wait  a  year  or 
two.  Within  that  period  yon  will  have  a  chance  of 
having  that  territoi^  gained  by  amicable  negotiation. 
Within  that  period  yon  will  certainly  have  some- 
body at  the  head  of  this  GoverDmeni— whether 
Democratic  or  Whig^-of  sufficient  power  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  the  measures  adopted  for  ad- 
ministering the  Qoyernment.  I  beseech  you  now, 
by  every  consideration  connected  with  the  na- 
tional welfare,  to  pause.  The  time  will  come 
when  it  will  be  proper  to  act.  I  think,  of  all  times, 
this  is  the  niost  inappropriat*;.  and  I  say,  em- 
phatically, pause  before  you  proceed  fiuther  in  this 
■latter. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
dose  the  debate  on  this  eubjeet;  and,  unless  some 
other  Senator  desired  to  addren  the  Senate  theuj 
be  would  move  So  pass  over  the  bill,  informally, 
till  to  monow.  He  made  that  motion,  and  it  was 
to. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDBN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  bill  for  the  payment  of  seven  companies  of 
Cteorgia  militia,  for  services  rendered  in  1840  and 
1841. 

Mr.  CRITTENDBN  moved  an  amendment*  to 
eome  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill,  appropria- 
tlDg  f  19,309  87  out  of  any  money  in  the  treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  satisfy  the 
elaims  involved  in  the  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MIJLLER,  the  bill  for  repair- 
ing and  rspaving  a  portion  of  Pennsylfania  avenue 
was  mken  up,  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CaiTTENDKN  moved  to  postpone  the 
previous  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
joint  resolution  authorising  the  establishing  of 
agenciesi  for  water-rotted  hemp. 

Mr.  KING  thought  it  better  to  go  on  with  the 
regular  orders,  and  let  the  resolution  come  up  in 
its  order. 

Messrs.  CRITTENDEN  and  SEVIER  remarked 
that  the  subject  was  one  of  exceeding  interest  and 
importance  to  two  or  three  States  in  the  Union, 
and  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  considered  at 
once.. 

The  <ioesiion  was  put  on  the  moiion  to  take  up 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  13, 
Btya  14. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GttA.HA.M,it  was  ordered 
that  the  petition  of  D.  G.  Skhiner  be  (hken  from 
the  files  of  the  fihrnate,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claim^ . 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  J.  Jenkins  and 
William  W.  Mann,  assignees  of  John  MeKinne, 
was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and, 
after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  KING  and 
HUNTUiaTON  ift  oppcnUoo,  md  by  Mr.  BER- 


RIEN in  favor  of  its  passage,  it  was  postponed 
till  Friday  next. . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
WKDNnsDiT,  January  35, 1843. 

Mr.  READ  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  sun- 
dry citizens  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Steel; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  WISE,  from  a  select  committee  appoiiited  at 
the  last  session,  and  reappointed  at  the  present  one, 
reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  Gk>verDment  office  for 
printing,  binding,  dkc.,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CUSHING  submitted  a  letter  which  be  had 
received  from  Mr.  Cunard,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, which  corrected  an  error  into  which  he  bad 
fallen,  in  a  report  he  had  made  on  the  subject  of 
British  colonial  trade. 

THE  EXCHEGIUER. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  insisted  upon  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  objected  to  all  other  business,  the  solici- 
tations of  various  members  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  SPEAKER,  therefore,  decided  that  the  ex- 
chequer was  the  subject  in  order. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  if  it  overrode  the  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour,  during  which  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
BowNK,]  respecting  the  bill  to  refund  to  General 
Jackson  the  amount  of  his  fine,  was  in  order;  ^nd 
as  it  had  been  discussed  for  several  weeks,  he 
hoped  the  House  ^ould  proceed  with,  and  dispose 
of  it. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmore]  insisted  upon  the 
order  of  the  day,  the  reports  and  accompanying  res- 
olution on  the  exchequer  scheme  overrode  all  other 
business^  as  that  subject'was  before  the  House, 
under  a  &nspension  of  the  rule^;  and  on  that  ques- 
tion, the  gentleman  from  New-  York  [Mr.  Baa- 
hard]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  question  was  therefore  taken  up.    It  stands 

thusi 

The  Committee  of  Ways  had  Means  had  re- 
ported the  following  resolution: 

Retolvedt  That  the  (Ian  6f  an  exchequer  preseoted  to  Con> 
greaa  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  at  the  laat  aeaaion  of 
Coogreaa,  eaiitled  "▲  bill  amendatory  of  the  aeveial  acta 
eetabliahlng  the  Treaaury  Departmeoi,"  ought  not  to  be 
adopted : 

To  which  resolution  Mr.  ATHcaTOM,  from  the 

minority  committee,  had    moved   the   following 

amendment: 

And  that  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana  be  Inatmcled 
to  bring  in  a  bill  regulating  the  collection,  aafelreepiog,  traoafer, 
and  diaburaement  of  the  public  moneys,  in  such  a  manner  aa 
anall,  aa  far  aa  poaaible,  anbatitnte  prorlaiona  of  law  for  ezeca- 
tlve  diacretion  in  the  managomentof  the  finaooea;  ahall  prevent 
the  mooeya  of  the  people  from  behig  uaed  for  purpoaea  of 
private  apeculation  and  emolument,  and  ahall  render  the  Oct- 
emment  independent  of  the  agency  and  inflaenca  of  moneyed 
corpontionft 

And  Mr.  Ctrsniiro  had  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
olniion  of  Mr.  Fillmorb,  by  striking  oat  after  the 
word  **ought"  the  word  **iiof;"  [so  as  to  make  the 
proposition  affirmative,  instead  of  negative.  This 
motion,  the  reader  will  recollect,  had  been  original- 
ly submitted  by  Mr.  Evxanrr;  bat  withdrawn  by 
him.] 

So  the  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  CusniNQ. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  if  he  supposed  that  the 
action  of  this  House  on  the  subject  of  the  currency 
was  to  end  with  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  reso- 
lutions now  on  the  table,  he  should  not  trouble  the 
House  with  any  remarks  on  the  subject;  he  should 
content  himself  with  recording  his  vote  on  that 
proposition,  and  with  referring  to  the  very  able 
report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
BAeans,  as  that  report  furnished  abundant  reasons 
and  arguments  for  his  justification.  Though  he 
felt  boim4  to  say  at  tl|e  aaiiie  time  that  there 


were  perhaps  positions  and  arguments  in  that  re- 
port, from  which,  if  that  were  the  question  before 
the  House,  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to  dis- 
sent; but  his  hope  and  trust  was,  that  when 
this  House  should  definitively  have  acted  on 
the  proposition  before'  them,  they  would  then 
proceed  to  some  positive  and  affirmative  action 
upon  the  subject  of  the  currency.  He  hoped  and 
trusted  that  this  House  would  not  content  itself 
with  the  negative  proposition  now  before  it.  He 
held  it  to  be  proper  for  the  House  to  act  on  this 
subject  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been  presented 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  bu^  be 
held  it  also  to  6e  proper,  and  the  bounden  dutv  of 
the  House,  after  that  actionr  should  be  passed,  to 
proceed,  if  possible,  to  mature  some  measiue  of  re- 
lief for  the  country.  He  believed  such  a  thing 
was  practicable;  and  whatever  was  practicable  for 
the  House  to  do  on  this  important  subject,  and 
whatever  it  could  do  without  a  sacrifice  of  princi- 
ple, for  the  relief  both  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  country,  he  held  that  this  House  was  bound  to 
do.  And  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cusnino]  need  be 
under  no  apprehension  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  entertained 
any  disposition  to  stop  with  the  action  of  the  House 
on  this  subject;  and  he  gave  that  gentleman  notice 
now,  that  if  he  did  net  himself  move  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  bis  bill,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
would  himself  move  it,  and  urge  it  on  the  House 
at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

Mr.  WISE.  Why  did  you  not  do  it  beforel 
We  have  been  urging  you  all  along. 

Mr.  BARNARD  (without  noticing  the  observa- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia)  continued. 
And  he  would  do  that,  not  with  the  remotest  idea 
that  the  House  would  entertain  that' gentleman^ 
bill,  but  that,  after  the  House  had  condemned  his  bill; 
along  with  that  presented  from  the  Secretary  of  the* 
Treasury,  it  would  be  the  most  convenient  mode  of 
getting  at  another  proposition  which  he  should  feel 
it  his  duty  to  present  to,  and  urge  upon,  the  House. 
It  was  his  purpose  to  refer,  before  he  concluded  his 
remarks,  to  the  measure  to  which  he  had  just  al- 
luded; and  the  observations  he  might  feel  boimd  to 
make  on  the  proposition  now  before  them,  would 
be  made  chiefly  with  a  view  of  preparing,  so  far 
as  he  could  do  by  his  remarks,  the  mind  of  the 
House  for  action  on  that  measure  which  he  diould 
present. 

The  present  Congress  had  twice  presented  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  a  measure  of  its  own 
on  the  subject  of  finance  and  currency,  and  that 
measure  had  twice  been  rejected.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  had  presented  his  plan  of 
finance.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  they  gave 
that  plan  a  silent  veto;  at  the  present  session,. they 
proposed  to  give  it  a  positive  veto,  according  to  the 
forms  prescribed  and  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
Constitution.  When  that  should  be  done,  then 
perhaps  the  House  might  see  that  the  decks  were 
clear,  and  that  it  would  be  competent  for  them  to 
look  about  and  see  by  what  measures  they  should 
steer  and  guide  the  vessel  for  the  conclusion  of  a 
safer  voyage.  He  repeated  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  vetoed  their  measure  of 
finance  and  currency;  and  they  had  vetoed,  and 
proposed  again  to  veto,  the  President's  measure  of 
finance  and  currency;  by  which,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  intended  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  his  friends  on  this  floor,  should 
understand  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
was  as  much  of  **a  constitutional  fact"  as  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales. 

When  the  county  had  a  United  States  bank,  it 
was  found  capable  of  performing  certain  offices 
and  functions  for  the  Government  and  the  country. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  proposed  by  his 
plans  that  the  same  important  offices  and  func- 
tions should  be  performed:  he  proposed  hisplan, 
therefore,  as  a  snbistitote  for  a  bank  of  the  United 
Slates.  That  those  offices  and  functions  could  be 
performed  in  another  way,  everybody  could  see 
when  they  examined  a  plan  which  would  be  sub* 
mitted  to  the  country. 

There  was  only  one  mode  in  which  the  import- 
ant functions  of  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public 
moneys  could  be  performed  without  the  use  of  a 
national  bank,  or  the  Stale  banks,    'fbaa  mo4e 
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was,  that  the  ExeeotiTe  sboald  perform  those  of- 
fices  and  ftenricea  itself.  This  was  what  was  pro- 
posed by  the  plan  of  the  fixecutivr.  It  proposed 
to  perform  all  the  duties  connected  with  (he  finan- 
cial department  of  ihe  Government,  by  the  agency 
of  officers  appointed  by  the  President,  under  the 
OonstimtioA;  that  the  Government  should  keep, 
transfer,  and  disburse  its  own  revenues;  that  it 
should  perform  the  duties  of  commissioners  of 
loans  and  pecaion  agents;  that  it  should  re- 
ceive deposiles,  issue  a  currf  ncy  for  the  country, 
and  supply  commercial  exchanges.  All  these 
functions  were  proposed  to  be  performed,  by  the 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  What  was 
the  proposed  board  of  exchequer?  He  answered, 
an  executive  department  of  the  Government;  or  a 
branch  of  an  executive  department,  composed  of 
officers  appointed  by  tise  President— just  such  a  de- 
partment, in  fact,  as  ihe  Post  Office,  the  General 
Land  Office,  the  Bounty  Land  Office,  the  Pension 
Office,  the  War  or  Navy  Department. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  a  portion  of  the  duties 
proposed  to  be  performed  by  the  exchequer  were 
competent  to  be  performed  by  it;  w)iilst  there  was 
no  competency  whatever  for  the  remainder.  There 
was  a  competency  to  keep  and  disburse  the  public 
moneys,  to  make  leans,  and  to  give  the  paper  of 
the  Government  as  evidence  of  debt,  and  perhaps 
to  issue  such  paper  in  a  form  to  circulate  as  money 
—although  he  would  never  invest  the  Executive 
with  any  such  authority,  except  in  cases  of  great 
exigency.  But  there  was  something  more  proposed 
by  this  exchequer.  It  proposed  te  receive  depos- 
iles, to  issue  convertible  paper  to  circulate  as  money, 
and  to  deal  in  cominercial  exchanges.  80  far  as 
the  proposition  to  receive  dtposites  and  deal  in  ex- 
changes was  concerned,  he  must  declare  his  con- 
viction that  there  was  no  power  in  the  Government 
for  the  performance  of  such  functions.  It  was 
trae  that  the  Government  might  deal  with  individ- 
uals on  Government  account,  but  not  with  individ-\ 
nals  on  individual  account. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  taken  as  a  whole,  the 
proposed  exchequer  was  a  subordinate  executive 
department  of  the  Government — an  executive 
treasury,  with  sab-treasuries,  or  branches.  In  the 
second  place,  it  was  an  executive  commercial 
bank  of  deposite  and  exchange.  For  the  first,  th^re 
was  a  competency;  for  the  second,  none  whatever. 
But  he  had  serious  objections  to  the  establishment 
of  an  executive  treasury.  He  would  mention  one 
now,  which  condemned  the  whole  scheme — and 
that  was,  the  simple  fact  that  it  proposed  that  the 
surplus  revenues  of  the  country  shonld  be  kept  in 
the  bands  of  executive  officers,  instead  of  being  de- 
posited in  banks.  What  was  the  history  of  the 
keeping  of  the  public  money  since  the  foundation 
of  our  Govemmenil  At  the  first  session  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  in  1789,  a  law  was 
passed  requiring  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
to  be  the  keener  of  the  public  moneys.  It  did  not 
prescribe  the  place  or  mode  of  keeping  them.  That 
was  left  to  the  Treasurer's  own  di  eretion.  Un* 
derstanding  that  there  was  but  one  mode,  the  Treas- 
urer adopted  that.  There  were  three  or  four  Stale 
banks:  and  these  he  adopted  as  his  depositories; 
and  did  not,  for  a  moment,  keep  the  money  in  bis 
own  possession.  At  the  second  session  of  Congress, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  chartered;  and  it 
afforded  fVirther  opportunities  to  the  Treasurer  for 
making  deposites.  The  law  did  not  require  him  to 
make  it  a  depository;  yet  he  did  so-»not  dispensing 
with  the  agency  of  the  State  banks.  Thus  the 
matter  went  on  till  1794,  when  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  examine  the  Trea»urer^  accounts — 
who  reported  that  all  the  functions  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury Department  connected  with  the  transfer,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursement  of  tbe  public  moneys, 
were  satisfactorily  performed  by  backs.  (Mr.  B. 
retd  an  extract  from  their  report.)  That  com- 
mittee proposed  no  action,  being  satisfied  with  the 
mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  Treasurer. 
Things  thus  went  on  until  1811,  when  the  charter 
of  the  old  bank  expired,  and  when  resort  was  sgain 
had  to  the  State  banks.  The  Treasurer  then  had 
about  two  hundired  to  select  from.  It  was  the 
period  of  the  war,  when  all  the  banks  of  the  coun- 
try south  of  New  England  suspended  specie  pay- 
mcftis.     NotwidNtaading  this  fact,  the  Treasvrer 


continued  to  deposite  in  them,  knowing  that  the  I 
banks  were  just  as  sound  after,  as  before  they 
suspended.  In  181€,  the  second  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  incorporated,  and  then  CongKss 
for  the  first  time  undertook  to  legislate  in  relation 
to  the  mode  of  keeping  tbe  public  moneys,  by  ap- 
pointing the  Bank  of  the  Uaited  States  as  the 
depository.  It  was  not  so  much  for  the  safety  of 
tbe  public  funds,  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank,  in 
consideration  of  the  heavy  bonuses  exacted  of  it 
and  paid  for  the  charter.  The  bank  then  became 
the  depository,  and  no  further  legislation  was  had 
until  1836.  In  1833,  however,  the  Executive  un- 
dertook to  interfere,  and  took  the  public  money 
out  of  the  control  of  law,  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of 
officers  of  its  own  appointment.  In  1836,  Con- 
gress, in  consequence  of  the  largely  accumulated 
amount  of  revenue  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive, 
passed  a  law  on  tbe  subject.  But,  even  then,  the 
mode  of  keeping  tbe  public  money  was  not  changed; 
but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  merely  re- 
quired to  select  certain  banks  in  which  the  Treas- 
urer was  to  deposite.  In  1837,  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  more  gei^eral  than  thst  which 
occurred  during  the  war,  took  place;  and  the  op- 
portunity was  seized  to  introduce  a  new  mode  of 
keeping  the  funds  of  the  Government.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  called  Congress  together,  and  proposed  his 
sub-treasury,  or  (as  his  friends  delighted  to  call  it) 
the  independent  treasury.  This  was  not  adopted 
until  tbe  last  year  of  his  administration.  It  went 
iuto  operation  on  the  4ih  of  July,  1840,  and  re- 
mained in  operation  just  one  year.  In  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  Van  Buren  lost  his  office  on  that  very 
measure;  for  the  political  revolution  of  1840  turned 
on  it  more  than  on  everything  else  that  entered  into 
the  contest.  It  was  repealed,  and,  with  it,  the  law 
of  1836;  thus  leaving  matters  as  they  stood  under 
the  act  of  1839.  There  was  ao  surplus  revenue  to 
tempt  the  banks  to  corruption;  and  it  was  thought 
that  the  funds  of  the  Government  might  be  safely 
left  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  terms 
on  which  the  banks  kept  the  money  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury;  and  from 
that  report,  it  would  be  found  that  it  was  deposited 
in  banks  to  the  credit  of  the  "Tressurer  of  the 
United  States,^'  and  could  not  be  drawn,  except 
by  warrants  according  to  law.  This  was  the  sys- 
tem in  operation  now;  and  the  system  which  had 
been  in  operation,  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  Why, 
then,  should  we  be  asked,  after  an  experience  of  53 
years  oat  of  53,  to  change  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  public  money,  which  had  been  found  to  work 
so  well?  Was  there  anything  in  the  system  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  as  demonstrated  during  one  year^ 
operation,  to  induce  the  country  to  think  it  ought 
to  be  adopted  againi  He  thought  that  the  public 
money  should  be  kept  as  prudent  and  discreet  indi- 
viduals would  keep  theirs.  The  practice  of  de- 
positing in  bank  was  almost  universal— waa  like 
tbe  maxims  of  the  common  law— was  founded  in 
wisdom,  and  bad  the  approval  of  nearly  every 
man  of  ordinary  understanding.  How,  be  asked, 
was  it  with  States?  Did  any  State  in  the  Union 
permit  its  funds  to  be  kept  in  the  personal  custody 
of  its  officers?  How  was  it  with  counties,  private 
associations,  and  courts  intrusted  with  the  care  of 
money?  Did  any  of  them  employ  personal  agents? 
And  why  was  the  United  States  Government  alone 
called  on  to  adopt  a  new  mode  of  proceeding?  He 
did  not  think  that  Government  officers  were  more 
to  be  trusted  than  sgents  of  private  associations. 

Had  not  this  Government. ha'd  its  abundant  share 
of  dishonest  and  unfaithful  c  fficers?  There  was 
nothiog  in  the  nature  of  public  ser  vice  which  goaran  - 
tied  fidelity.  It  was  not  'ihejbest  men  who  seek 
office,  nor  tbe  most  faithful  who  obtain  it.  It  was 
the  bold,  desperate,  and  reckless,  who  were  crowd- 
ing all  the  avenues  to  public  employment;  and  it 
was  this  description  of  persons,  in  a  great  degree, 
who  were  the  most  successful  in  obtaining  it.  He 
doubted  if  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  ever  worse  served  in  the  article  of  faith- 
ful and  honest  agents,  than  the  GoveruBMUt  of  the 
United  States  had  been  during  the  last  twelve  yeara. 
Yet  they  were  called  on,  under  these  circumsiaoces, 
and  with  all  Ihe  experience  of  the  GovenuMnt,  to 
change  the  mode  in  which  Iha  public  money  had 


been  kept  aian  Hw  mmmmnmmkt  of  the  Gofv- 
emmcBL  OnhBHBttl,hab>lfapedthatptiMteofika 
milmaowttywwlhfl  «(onl  MboQiofttonlailii 
sida  of  Ihfl  pealMHianr.  Mtny  «a  hoait  mat 
wa4maiiiMlfti«di»oABa,  whogm^Mtcdarofw; 
and,  if  iho  BafBagDC  hi^  ha  waa  ttateea  a  logaa. 
He  ahoold  nut  aoaaaat,  for  ooe,  to  chaaga  ibit 
node  of  kaepiof  oar  aaiylas  aHMwya,  wWch  was 
iheaBhreiMl  pnoikaof  lboooaBti9.  Tberevaa 
sooMikkia  in  tfaa  aafluo  of  aoaay  itseU;-  aad  pav- 
denlarly  of  poblie  aoaey,  vWala  oo^i  10  teM 
iia  baiag  inlraalad  to  iadhrMaala. 

Afker  ooMflMntiag  oa  tbe  oliteiioaablo  £Baiaf«i 
ofaGoveniiBO&c  baakyVluah  me  fiieaeiiiBdhf 
the  bill  of  tho  aelOBt  aoBualUee,  Mr.  B.  <«eatoa 
to  aay  that»bjr  ttMurbill*  itoawas  toho  a  ladeiBplioa 
f aad  of  twaaij  aiittioaa  of  dollaia  lospt  eonalaatly 
onhaadiailM  cxahsqoet.  Ho  did  not  kasitais  m 
say  that,  ander  tiria  olaa,  if  it  ahoald  go  into  aat- 
eeMfnl  operatioa,  there  woald  pass  throagh  ^ha 
handiof  thaw  Ctavenmaat oAfisfa, ia oao aiagfe 
ycar«  apwardaof  ifij  attUaoaaof  dollais. 

There  amoother  poiataia  legaid  to  this  Bno- 
otive  treaaafjr  aad  aoh-tiaataiy  adheaie  whiOhhs 
ahoald  beghMl  ioaolioaif-he  had  liaie;««t  heiaa« 
hwry  ott*      •    - 

Efo  hegged  Mve  to  aay  afhw  words  ia  nqgafd  to 
this  treasoiT  board  aad  its  ageoeies,  ooaahieredas 
a  commerdal  haak.  The  gentleman  fh>m  Msw 
diaaetts  (Mr.  Camwa]  tone  the  grooad,  yeaterday, 
that  it  #a8  ftot  a  eoaittiefciat  htak;  that^it  vas  aot 
a  baak  at  all,  nor  aaytluBg  like  a  bank;  that,  if 
there  were  banking  powers  coafened  by  thtsacheaie, 
the  Treo^ry  DepartOMMit  had  baakiog  powers  al- 
ready, beeaaae  it  leeeiTed  deposiles,  made  tiaa^ 
fens  of  the  pnblie  money,  and  dealt  ia  exduugei, 
by  buying  and  telling  drafts.  Now,  pat  ail  that 
oat  of  view  that  bdoaged  to  an  exeeatiTO  treas> 
nry,  aad  did  not  beloag  to  a  bank;  and  still  this 
was  a  Govenaaeat  bank.  By  this  excheqaer,  the 
Government  was  to  deal  viih  individnals,  aot  oa 
Governmeat  iMcoaat.  By  it,  the  Qovemmeat 
agreed  to  receive  firoai  individnals  fifteen  nuUioas 
of  dollaia,  for  wUeh  it  waa  to  cive  baak  money— 
Tia>cenifleaieiofdeppsit»»   and  yet  the 


said  thai  it  was  aot  a  Uak.  Heahoaldbegladif  ihs 
gentlemaaivoaldtoll  them  whaHheBankofAnarttf- 
damvaa.  That  baak  leeeivaddeitegUaa  in  gold  aad 
silver,  and  madeits  proflis  by  Issaes  of  paper,  ia  the 
form  of  certilleaics  of  depoaito.  It  never  loaaed 
adoUar,Bordidttdaal  in  exahangea  at  all. 
Baak  of  Hambaig  operated  pradsely  in  the 
way,aBdiaao  omer*  Vhe  gentleamn  from 
sachoaetts,  [Mr.  Caamaa,]  with  all  his  leaiuiag 
and  knowMgaoa  the  aabjcct,  coald  get  np  and 
gmvely  toll  the  Hoaae  that  thia  was  not  a  bank. 
Bat  this  baak  wac  to  deal  ia  ezehaagea.  ladM 
first  place,  it  waa  to  bay  bills  of  exchaage,  aad 
there  was  ao  limit  to  theamoaat  itmlght  poiehaae. 
It  waa  leswicted  ia  its  dealings  Arom  Stato  to  State, 
and  Stato  to  Teiritoiy}  aad  it  waa  reatrietad  as  is 
the  thne  of  the  bills}  beyond  ihis,  there  waa  as 
limttatioa.  It  may  aleo  hay  this  eiahaage  ia  ihs 
way  of  diaeoant,  baoaaae  the  bill  enpremiy  pr^- 
videa  that  it  waa  aac  to  take  more  Ihaa  aix 
perceat  for  aichaage,  aor  to  give  mora  than  91 
.per  cent  pieadam  oa  the  hUla  it  might  pviehase. 
It  might  deal  apoa  this  sabject  ia  the  way  of  fevor 
to  those  who  were  ito  frieada,  aad  to  frown  down 
and  oppram  those  who  were  not.  Then,  if  had 
the  power  of  aelUng  exchaage;  aad  heie,  agaia, 
it  was  nnliaiited.  It  might  draw  aad  redraw  to 
theamoaat  of  millions.  It  alight  aleo  sell  cheaper 
10  its  friends,  aadiafase  to  aali  to  theee  who  wen 
not.  Aftor  Una  deacriptioa  he  had  given  of  ihii 
oomuMveial  baak  of  eachaage,  he  ahotild  like  10 
see  any  geatleaMaget  ap  aad  say  that  it  waa  aot  a 
bank.  Ho  kaew  that  this  Govoiameat  mi%ht 
etfeatoabaak,ifitahoaldha  foaad  Moaasaiy  Ibr 
the  maaageaient  of  its  ilnaacsa,  aad  neoemarr  iv 
the  commerce  aad  hairinem  of  Ihe  oooatry;  hat  ha 
denied  that  the  Qovcraakeat  ooald,  by  tia  own 
oAeera,  earn  oat  aU  the  ofa|eei8  aad  parpesss 
of  a  bank.  Me  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any 
iadividaal  itf  that  Boaae  who  woald  riae  in  bis 
ptaceaadadvOeato  each  an  inatimiion;  yetihsra 
it  waa pvopoaad  hythe  Biecative^  and  nigedby 
his  fVienda  on  that  .fioOr,  thai  the  'Oovarasaeat 
sho«ad,hyiii 
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It  bsDk  of  depoftiie  and  «zcbai%e,  aid  deal 
vlth  indrridaals  for  profit.  la  eooelnsion,  Mr.  B. 
otNftfi^d  ttiat  he  bad  oal j  time  to  say  that,  at  the 
proper  tine,  he  shooid  ante  apon  the  Hoaee  to  ro 
iato  CkmnBlttee'of  the  Whote  apon  the  bill  of  the 
«e»t!eMatt  fram  Maaaehosetis,  for  the  purpose  of 
'Bioviiig,  as  an  amendment  to  it,  the  vimple  plan  of 
ftamishiog  a  carreney  for  the  GoTernmeot  and  the 
people.      

Bftr.  WIMTHROPobeerTed  that  it  was  with  ex- 
treme relaetaace  he  had  made  np  hia  mind  to  ad- 
dreas  the  House  on  this  snbjeet.  There  was  an 
ofM  proverb,  which  said,  <k>nt  of  the  falness  of  the 
lieart  the  month  #peaketh;*>  bat  he  had  no  fnlness 
of  the  heart  to  speak  on  this  subject.  It  was  so 
•haekyeaed,  worn  ottr,and  embarrassed  by  the  ▼arions 
and  complicated  qoesiiooe  that  wereconneeted  with 
it,  that  he  conld  not  conceive  how  any  mait  conld 
speak  on  it  withont  repngnance.  This  subject  of 
the  cnrreacy  had  been  tossed,  for  the  past  ten  years, 
on  the  waves  of  party  contention;  and  when  a  few 
jrears  since  they  thonght  they  were  abont  coming 
into  port  with  it,  and  hailed  what  the  man  from  the 
nastphead  tboagBt  to  be  laad,  they  found,  to  theh- 
aorrow,  what  they  took  to  be  land  to  be  nothing  but 
a  fresh  reef  of  roeks;  and  if  he  might  be  permitted 
to  parsoe  the  figure  ftirtber,  he  would  add,  that  the 
sobfectof  the.  cnrreacy  had  t>eoomea8  stale  as  a 
pieee  of  mouldy  biseoit  after  the  voyage. 

As  there  were  likely  to  be  questions,  before  this 
Mmie  was  hroaght  to  a  oioee,  apon  which  any 
vote  he  might  give  woald  be  liable  to  be  mistaken, 
he  was  not  content  to  leave  his  constituenis  with- 
ont some  eiplanation  in  regani  to  tbe  votes  he 
might  give.  The  cballeage  bad  been  given  by 
aeveial  gentlemen,  and  repeated  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  for  any  one  to  rise  in 
his  place,  aad  declare  that  he  was  in  favor  of  this 
fM-ojeei  of  the  fixecative.  He  did  not  rise  to  accept 
that  challenge. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  that  he  withdrew  the  chal- 
kDge. 

Mr.  WINTHROP.  Well,  if  the  gentleman 
withdraws  it,  the  House  will  bear  me  witness  that 
the  challenge  has  been  repeatedly  made  by  others. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  take  up  the  gauntlet,  and 
defend  the  project  of  the  EzbeutiVe  of  the  last  ses- 
sion; bat  still  he  conld  not  say  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  He  was  ready  to  avow  that,  if  the  tesolu- 
tioa  eeadnding  that  report  should  be  forced  on 
him,  his  vote  must  be  given  against  it. 

Before  he^ntered  on  the  question  embraced  in 
that  resolution,  he  wished  to  give  bis  views  briefly 
on  tbe  subject  of  the  cunency,  and  the  present 
regalatloBs  for  the  management  of  tbe  finances. 
Referring  to  the  law  of  1789,  providing  for  the 
custody  of  the  public  money,  Mr.  W.  said  that 
there  was  now  no  other  regulation  by  law  on  the 
niky}c^t,  but  that  it  was  left  entirely  to  tbe  discretion 
of  the  Bzccative.  For  bis  own  part,  he  could  not 
feel  that  he  bad  discharged  his  duty  to  tbe  people, 
by  omitting  to  vote,  on  e^eiy  occasion,  for  bring- 
ing the  publk  treasure  under  the  custody  of  the 
law.  Did  gentleman  tell  him  that  they  bad  repeat- 
edly tried  to  accompjish  that  desirable  object,  and 
been  preveated  by  the  vetoes  "of  the  Ezecutivel 
He  was  ao  apok^iat  for  vetoes;  but  because  the 
Bxeentive,  either  from  eonsetence  or  contumacy, 
had  seen  fit  to  refuse  his  sanction  to  the  measures 
they  had  passed^  was  that  a  sufficient  reason  why 
Congress  should  forbear  to  make  another  attempil 
We  are  (said^|f  r.  W.)  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  are  boand  to  coatiaae  our  efforts  to 
place  their  money  under  the  eontiol  of  laiw;  and  if 
there  be  any  distrust  of  the  Sxeeuti? e— if  there  be 
may  welNoonded  alarm  as  to  his'  objects  and 
aims,  80  mach  the  more  necessary  is  if  that  we 
ahould  pass  some  law  to  limit  bis  discretion,  and 
place  the  custody  of  the  pablic  funds  under  the 
proper  safeguards  of  law.  We  have  now  (said 
Mr.  W.)  that  anion  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  so 
much  deprecated  at  the  tiihe  when  General  Jack- 
son removed  the  public  depositee  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  If  there  must  be  such  a 
janioB,  he  preferred  that  it  should  be  under  the 
saBctaoD  of  law.  He  knew  that,  as  ^et,  no.  injury 
had  lesnlird  from  this  union;  but  our  poterty  had 
prateetm;  aur  coffeis  were  so  empty. 
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that  it  mattered  little  who  kept  the  keys.  Tbe 
time,  however,  might  come  when  the  case  would 
be  different.  He  had  no  apprehension  that  this 
mrffiT,  about  whieh  there  had  been  such  ominous 
predictions,  was  to  prove  so  ruinous  to  our  rev- 
enue. He  believed,  after  time  had  been  given  to 
the  people  to  consume  the  stock  of  goOds  on  band, 
that  our  revenues  would  be  greatly  increased  un- 
der its  operations;  and  if  the  rigors  of  the  cash 
system  should  be  mitigated  by  the  warehousing 
system,  that,  with  a  moderate  duty  ou  tea  and 
cofflee,  would,  before  the  close  of  the  next  sestlon 
of  Congress,  bring  up  a  different  and  more  pros- 
pereus  state  of  our  finances  than  was  now  pre- 
sented. 

But,  at  any  rate,  whether  full  or  empty — whe- 
ther exhausted  or  exuberant — he  field  it  to  be 
Whig  doctrine — ^he  hefd  it  to  be  republican  doc- 
trine— he  held  it  to  be  constitutional  doctrine — that 
the  treasures  of  the  nation  should  be  under  better 
sanctions  and  guards  .than  he  thonght  ihey  now 
were.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a  na- 
tional bank,  wiih  a  moderate  capital  of  |1 0,000,000, 
115,000,000,  or  even  #20,000,000,  which  experi- 
ence had  shown  was  necessary,  was  bis  first 
choice  for  a  fiscal  agent  for  the  Qovernment.  The 
profligate  mismanagement  of  such  an  institotion 
had  not  impaired  his  confidence  in  a  United  States 
bank,  any  more  than  tbe  monstrous  misrnle  of  this 
Government,  for  the  last  ten  years,  had  impaired 
his  coofidence  in  tbe  free  institutions  and  the  ad 
mirable  forms  of  government  under  which  we 
lire.  And  such  a  moment  as  tbe  present  be 
thonghr  the  most  favorable  for  the  establishment 
of  such  an  institution  as  the  one  he  had  suggested; 
for,  with  ibe  evils  atlendant  on  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  late  bank  before  them,  they  would  be 
likely  to  secure  it  on  such  a  safe  and  sure  founda- 
tion as  would  save  it  from  such  evils  in  future; 
but,  at  tbe  same  time,  he  confessed  that,  ivith  such 
principles  as  the  President  held,  the  course  he 
(Mr.  WiMTHaop)  soggested  was  rendered  an  alto- 
gether impracticable  idea  at  tbe  present  moment. 

Bat  that  was  not  the  only  conrse  to  be  pursued: 
there  were  others,  which  might  and  ought  to  be 
tried,  until  the  object  could  be  accomplished. 
Why,  if  the  House  would  do  nothing  eUe,  it  might 
call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  put 
Jn  black  and  white,  and  submit  it  for  their  amend- 
ment and  adoption,  as  a  working  plan,  tbe  system 
which  was  now  pursued  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursement  of  the  public  money. 
Any  system — even  a  bad  system— restmg  on  a  writ- 
ten law,  was  better  than  one  restiog  only  on  Ex- 
ecutive discretion,  or  than  no  system  at  all.  So 
strone  did  he  regard  the  necessity  of  some  provision 
for  \^9  safekeeping  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  that,  for  one,  he  regretted  that  even  the 
sub-treasury  system  was  repealed  as  summarily 
as  it  was.  Odious  and  abhorrent  as  that  system 
was,  he  doubted,  if  it  could  be  brought  to  a  vote, 
that  it  would  be  repealed  at  this  moment,  if  it  was 
now  standing.  And  in  jntiloe  to  his  fViends  in  that 
House,  he  would  say — and  he  should  tell  no 
secrets  by  doing  so — that  on  the  floor  of  either 
House,  at  the  extra  seasidn,  the  repeal  of  the  sub- 
treasury,  as  an  independent  outright  act,  was  not 
one  of  tbe  propositions  of  the  party  then  in  power. 
They  had  been  charged  at  sundry  times,  and  in  di- 
vers places,  with  perplexing  and  embarrassing  the 
President  at  the  extra  session;  but  he  had  already 
said  that  he  concurred  in  no  such  charges.  There 
was  some  ground  for  another  charge,  which  came 
from  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  the  other  day — 
that  there  was  a  too  great  willingness  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  and  desires  of  the  President;  and 
that  tbe.sub-treasnry  repeal,  as  an  independent  act, 
was  a  measure  more  as  compliance  and  complais- 
ance to  him.  The  United  States  bank  bill  was 
under  consideration,  and  the  signature  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  that  bill  would  have  repealed  the  sub- 
treasury,  and  his  veto  would  have  left  it  standing; 
but  it  seemed  asifthenon-repeal  of  that  system  would 
make  the  President  responsible  for  leaving  the 
sub-treasury  in  operation,  or  force  him  to  sign  the 
bank  charter,  and  it  was  thought  better  to  relieve 
him  firom  such  a  predicament.  With  this  view, 
the  Kpeal  bill  was  iatrodocedt  and  it  was  hunied 
through;  aad  he(Mr.  W.)  oeuld  not  but 


regret  that  it  was  so.  He  copld  hardly  help  saying, 
if  it  were  to  do  over  again,  be  would  not  give  his 
vote  in  fkvor  of  the  repeal. 

After  some  further  observations  in  continuation 
of  that  subject,  he  proceeded  to  observe  that  he  did 
not  hold,  nor  did  his  friends  hold,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  take  care  ef  itself,  and 
leave  the  people  to  take  care  ot  themselves;  and 
he  was  for  doing  as  much  as  he  constitutionally 
could  for  the'  relief  of  tbe  people,  as  well  as  of  the 
Government;  and  be  confessed  that  the  issue  uf 
#15,000,000  or  |90,000,OOQ  of  exchequer  notes, 
redeemable  in. specie  at  New  York  alone,  or  at 
New  York  and  some  one  or  two  other  places,  he 
was  opinion,  would,  in  some  measure,  relieve  tbe 
country.  Gfovernment  paper  was  not  in  favor 
with  him,  but  they  had  been  living  on  it  for  five 
years  past.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  gen-* 
tiemen  who  regarded  Government  paper,  reating 
on  dollar  for  dollar,  as  altogether  worthless.  It 
seemed  the  gentlemen  forgot  one  of  their  old  argu- 
ments, which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  use  in 
relation  to  the  hard-money  doctrines  of  years  past, 
when  they  preferred  paper  money  on  a  specie  ha* 
sis,  if  they  now  spurned  it  as  contemptible  atfd 
worthless.  It  would  be  a  great  convenience  as  a 
Biedinm  of  local  payments,  as  a  medium  of  treas- 
ury payments,  and  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  The 
treasury  notes  now  in  use  were  found  everywhere 
of  great  convfsnience  in  all  those  respects.  But  be 
was  not  unwilling  to  say  that  there  were  other 
parts  of  the  exchequer  projet  that  he  looked  at  wiih 
less  favor:  he  referred  particalarly  to  that  part 
which  bad  been  commented  on  by  his  friend  who 
last  addressed  the  House— the  pewer  to  be  given  to 
buy  bills  of  exchange  generally.  He  agreed  that 
that  power  would  be  liable  to  many  abuses.  After 
some  observations  on  this  point,  he  proceeded  to 
say  that  he  had  no  fancy  for  resting  the  operation 
of  the  proposed  system  on  the  assent  of  the  States; 
but,  on  all  these  features  and  parts  of  this  subject^ 
he  intended  to  hold  himself  at  liberty  to  act  as  he 
might  think  wise  and  proper,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, when  that  bill  should  comej  before 
the  House  for  its  action. 

He  had  said  enough  to  show  that  a  national 
bank  was  his  first  choice  as  a  fiscal  agent  for  the 
Government;  and  while  he  was  not  prepared  to 
give  in  his  adhesion  to  the  Executive  for  it,  he  was  < 
ready  (if  nothing  better  presented  itself)  to  vote 
for  the  House  bill,  rather  than  continue  the  pre^ 
ent  system;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  believed  he  should 
vote  for  what  many  believed  to  be  harmless,  and 
for  what  some  believed  to  be  beneficial. 

He  desired  now  to  allude  briefiy  to  the  reports 
and  tbe  resolutions  before  them;  but,  before  doing 
so,  he  begged  leave  to  bear  his  humble  testimony, 
in  the  most  unqualified  terms,  to  the  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  discharged  bis  duty  to 
the  country  in  reference  to  this  matter.  Aflef  a 
warm  eulogy  ^f  that  gentleman,  he  proceeded  to 
his  report,  which  seemed  to  cut  off  all  hope  of  such 
an  institution  as  was  proposed,  without  the  great- 
est danger.    The  report  said: 

**Tt  must  t>e  obvioua  to  evenr  intelligent  man,  who  will  carr- 
fuUy  examine  the  plan  here  enadowed  forth,  that,  if  ihli  Initf- 
tuUon  be  ever  legalised,  and  put  in  operation  under  tbe  Bzacu* 
live  authority  of  tl|e  Ooremment,  It  will  exert  a  power  and 
Influence,  for  good  or  for  evil,  upon  tbe  busineas  and  poltUce  of 
thifl  country,  compared  with  which  a  banlc  of  the  United  Stateai, 
or  the  eub-treaaury,  would  be  Impotent  and  harmleia.  If  it 
were  poeeible  to  have  auch  an  inatitution  without  increaainc 
Executive  power,  or  endangerina  the  treasury,  which  should 
t>e  administered  by  men  of  undoubted  talents  and  Integrity, 
endued  with  competent  financial  skill,  and  a  caudotis,  vig ilant 
sagacity,  uncontamioated  with  poiidcaland  partisan  bias,  it  Is 
undoubtedly  capable  of  rendering  some  service  both  to  the 
business  wants  of  the  country  and  the  financial  embanasa. 
ments  of  the  treasury.  Bat  to  hope  for  this,  is  tt>  ezpeet  a 
change  in  human  nature  itself,  and  in  the  ordinary  motives 
that  ffovern  the  conduct  of  men,  and  eapeciatly  political  men, 
little  less  than  miraculous.  Our  insdtutioos  are  based  upon 
no  such  theory  of  human  pertectibllity.  They  contemplate 
the  possibility  of  error  and  vice  in  those  who  ^re  intrusted 
with  power,  and  therefore  guard  the  trust  by  every  limitation, 
as  to  time  and  amount,  not  incompatible  with  the  object  to  Ite 
attained." 

It  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmorb]  had  run  into  the 
extreme,  and  too  mnch  into  tbe  theory  of  human 
depravity.  It  appeared  to  him  that  that  gentleman 
had  taken  for  his  text,  when  he  wrote  his  report, 
the  remark  of  an  aneient  philosopher,  who  said 
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*Mhe  only  safely  in  relation  to  human  goTernment 
is  djstrast,  distrost,  dist^usi;**  or  the  language  of  a 
Roman  poet,  *Hifia  Mitii,  nuUmn  tpeeare  icditeiii." 

He  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  deny  thai  there  was  some- 
thing of  distrust  necessary  in  relation  to  human 
Governments,  and  particularly  free  Qoyernments; 
but  he  also  undertook  to  say,*  that  some  degree  of 
confidence  was  not  only  useful,  but  indispensable, 
even  to  the  existence  of  free  Governments.  It  was 
true,  our  institutions  were  not  based  on  human 
perfectibility,  but  were  based  on  integrity,  on  edu- 
cation, on  morality,  and  on  virtue.  Montesquieu 
said  the  foundation  principle  of  monarchy  was  fear; 
but  of  a  republic,  virtue;  and  If  virtue  followed  not 
their  counsels,  he  (Mr.  W.)  feared  it  was  vain  to 
attempt  to  guard  their  institutions  from  overthrow, 
or,  in  other  language,  **If  the  Lord  keep  not  the 
city,  the  watchmen  wake  but  in  vain.'* 

He  admitted  they  had  of  late  had.  no  very  great 
encouragement  there  to  place  implicit  confi- 
dence in  men;  he  admitted  they  had  seen  soipe 
demonstrations  which  might  have  served  reason, 
ably  to  check  their  confidence.  But  he  was  not 
ready  to  admit  that  the  age  of  virtuous  politicians 
was  fully  gone;  he  could  not  agree  with  his  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Barvard,]  that  public  office 
was  the  best  school  for  roguery  and  vice.  He 
trusted  they  should  yet  live  to  see  the  day  when 
they  should  have  such  men  as  they  had  in  the 
earlier  days  of  the  Republic;  and  men,  too,  of  more 
recent  date,  who  shouldteel  that,  when  they  were 
called  to  the  offices  of  the  country,  they  were 
not  called  to  some  pitiful  job,  but  to  a  sacred  func- 
tion—men whom  he  might  address  in  the  words, 
though  not  in  the  spirit,  in  which  Macbeth  was  ad- 
dressed by — that  demi-demon,  he  had  almdst  said, 
with  which  his  destiny  was  associated — 

"WhattboQ  wottld'flt  highly,  that  would'M  thou  holUy. 
Art  not  without  ambition:  but  without 
The  illneai  ahoald  aiteod  it." 

At  any  rate,  he,  for  one,  was  not  ready  at  pres- 
ent to  base  our  institutions  or  our  system,  or  objec- 
tions to  systems,  upon  the  absence  pf  everything 
like  public  virtue.  It  was  true,  the  report  seemed 
to  rest  on  the  watchfulness  and  vigilance  of  stock- 
hoUdert;  but  where  was  their  vigilance  in  the  thou- 
sand and  one  institutions  which  had  failed?  Now, 
though  the  United  States  bank  was  his  first  choice, 
he  did  not  say  that  it  was  the  only  means  by  which 
this  Government  could  manage  its  affairs. 

After  remarking  upon  several  passages  at  the 
close  of  the  report  made  to  the  House  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  be  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  he  should  have  to  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion of  that  committee.  He  believed  that  the  prop- 
er course  to  have  been  pursued  would  have  been 
to  have  laid  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
table,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  House  with  regard 
to  adverse  reports  generally.  At  the  same  time 
that  he  advocate;^  this  course  as  the  best  that  could 
be  pursued,  he  designed  to  cast  no  imputation 
whatever  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  was  unwilling  to  subject  the  motives  of  the 
majority  of  the  House  to  perversion  and  mi&con- 
struction,  by  passing  the  resolution  which  had  been 
reported.  Pass  that,  and  it  would  be  said  that  the 
Whig  party  intended  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  au- 
thor of  the  exchequer  scheme.  The  cry  would  be 
raised^  that  the  majority  here  intended  to  nail  the 
project  to  the  counter,  or  counterfeit  coin.  It 
would  be  said  that  the  design  was  to  Jiold  up  the 
plan  to  the  country  as  one  which  had  none  so  poor 
as  to  do  it  reverence.  A  thousand  eyes  were  turn- 
ed toward  the  proceedings  of  the  Whigs  in  Con- 
gress, and  he  wished  to  afford  no  new  motive  for 
their  ftirther  malignant  gaze.  He  wished  to  take 
away  everything  that  could  be  turned  into  a  sub- 
ject of  miscoDstruction  aod  invective. 

He  hoped  he  should  be  pardoned  for  saying  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  the  author  of  the  exche- 
quer jm>^.  He  did  not  stand  here  as  the  defender 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  That  inaa  was  one  of 
his  most  distinguished  constituents;  and  he  felt  it  to 
be  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  those  be  represented  to 
say  something  of  him.  When  he  saw  so  much 
unmerited  reproach  cast  upon  him,  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  doing  injustice  to  those  who  assembled 
in  Paneuil  HaU  to  hear  him,  did  he  return  home 
without  saying  anything  on  the  subject.    He  was 


not  one  of  those  who  listened  to  the  Fanenil  Hall 
speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  regretted 
that  snch  a  speech  was  then  and  there  made.  He 
dissented  entirely  from  many  parts  of  it^— for  in- 
stance: the  charge  that  the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts, 
by  declaring  a  final  separation  from  the  President, 
had  committed  themselves  to  an  indiscriminate 
warfare  against  all  his  measures,  he  thought,  was 
not  at  all  warranted  by  facts.  The  idea,  too,  that 
no  peculiar  party  element  entered  into  the  passage 
of  the  tariff  bill  of  last  session,  because  some 
twenty  or  thirty  Whigs  found  th  emselves  to  situ- 
ated as  to  be  obliged  to  vote  against,  whilst  some 
ten  or  a  doien  of  the  opposite  parly  voted  for  it, 
was  altogether  absurd.  Nor  had  the  charge  that 
the  convention  of  the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts  had 
transcended  their  authority,  by  considering  subjects 
not  usual  in  such  conventions,  any  foundation.  But 
that  the  interrogatory  **  Where  shall  I  go?**  instead 
of  being  applicable  to  his  relation  to  the  Whigs  of 
Massachnset's,  whose  confidence  no  man  ever 
enjoyed  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  was  dictated  by  a  mere  lust  of  office 
—a  mere  truckling  to  place  and  power — was  as 
gross  as  it  was  unfounded.  Indeed,  the  very  next 
sentence  of  the  speech  forbade  any  such  construc- 
tion. He  referred  to  the  sentence  where  the  Sec* 
reury  declared  that  he  was,  and  always  should  be, 
a  Massachusetts  Whig. 

In  relation  to  the  subject  before  the  House,  he 
would  declare  that  he  was  not  unwilling  to  admit 
that  there  was  something  in  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentiicky,  [Mr.  Maeshall,]  who 
contended  that  there  was  an  inconsistency  between 
ihe  speeches  of  Mr.  Webster  and  the  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  exchequer.  He  should  not  under- 
take to  explain  away  that  inconsistency.  But  he 
would  say  that,  in  all  Mr.  Webster's  discussions 
of  the  sub-treasury,  his  leading  argument  against  it 
was,  that  it  was  an  abandonment  of  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  regulate  the  exchanges  and  cur- 
rency of  the  country.-  All  his  other  objections 
were  subordinate  to  this.  Indeed,  it  was  the  bur- 
den of  all  bis  speeches;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
remark,  that  there  was  no  inconsistency  between 
that  view  of  the  sub-treasury  and  Mr.  Webster's 
views  in  relation  to  the  exchequer.  Although  he 
disapproved  of  bis  position,  yet  he  thought,  when 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  accused  of  incousisten- 
cy,  he  might  reply,  in  the  language  of  an  ancient 
philosopher,  "I  may  have  acted  contrary  to  my- 
self, but  never  contrary  to  the  republic." 

He  bad  no  idea  that  Mr.  Webster  would  thank 
bim  for  what  he  had  said  here  to-day,  although  he 
might  say  amen  to  some  of  his  remarks;  yet  he 
had  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  to  those  whom  he  repre- 
sented to  say  what  he  had  said — spurning  alike 
misrepresentations  and  misconstructions  which 
might  be  made  here  and  at  home. 

Mr.  T.  F.  MARSHALL  next  obtained  ihe  fioor. 
He  commenced  by  remarking  that  he  had  ven- 
tured, the  other  day,  in  reply  to  certain  remarlcs  of 
his  friend  and  colleague— in  which  he  [Mr.  G.  Da- 
vis] expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Webster  was 
destitute  of  genius — to  bring  in  a  sketch  of  that 
great  man's  character.  He  did  so,  that  he  might 
be  acquitted  of  having  formed  a  preconceived  judg- 
ment in  relation  to  him.  He  should  not  have  ven- 
tared  to  arraign  the  Secretary  of  State  before  the 
Whig  party;  for  he  apprehended  that  the  Secretary 
would  decline  their  jurisdiction.  Were  he  (Mr. 
M.)  to  be  judged,  he  would  disclaim  their  jurisdio- 
tion.  He  did  not,  then,  arraign  him  before  the 
Whigs;  because  he,  as  well  as  the  Secretary,  would 
deny  their  jurisdiction.  He  arraigned  him  for  a 
great  and  glaring  departure,  not  from  a  seatecce 
taken  from  a  speech,  but  from  the  whole  of  the 
principles  of  his  philosophy,  and  the  leading  prin- 
ciples of  his  life.  He  had  been  bold  enough  to 
term  him  his  master.  He  did  not  mean  thereby 
that  he  was  his  party  master,  whom  he  was  bound 
to  follow— 4101  thinking  «hat  he  was  the  incarnation 
of  the  principles  of  any  political  party,  which  he 
(Mr.  M.)  must  obey.  Thanks  be  to  God,  he  knew 
no  such  master  within  the  broad  bounds  of  this  re- 
public! He  meant  to  use  the  word  in  the  same 
light  as  that  in  which  Aristotle  was  the  master  of 
the  Macedonian,  Anaxagoi as  of  the  Athenian  Per- 
),  and  Spcraies  of  the  piaetical  statesmen  of 


Greece— not  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  reseoabled  Alexia 
der,  or  Pericles,  or  Aleibiades,  but  that  Mr.  Wdh 
•ter  combined  the  wisdom  of  all  ipMt  philocophoa. 
He  referred  to  the  pledge  given  in  Fanenil  flail, 
when  he  pledged  his  rcpniation  nptm  the  policy  ef 
the  exchequer.^  He  was  reported  as  meuiag  a 
sneer  at  the  repntation  of  the  Seeretary  or  Stale, 
when  his  intention  was  the  farthest  pdssible  toa 
such  a  thing.  In  his  judgment,  the  pledge  of  thB 
reputation  of  the  Massachusetts  Senntur  wenli 
have  outweighed  all  the  jewelled  diadems  of  fin- 
rope^  proudest  princes. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Government  oigan,  in  a  straia 
more  elevated  and  dignified  than  usual,  bad  lakea 
notice  of  his  remarks,  he  would  beg  leave  to  read 
a  passage  from  the  Fanenil  Hall  speech  to  which 
he  referred: 

*Tbe  subject  of  the  currency,  gentlemen,  hat 
been  the  study  of  my  life.  Thirty  years  ago,  a 
little  before  my  entrance  into  the  eooneils  of  the 
Government,  the  questions  connected  with  a  mind 
currency,  involving  the  proper  relation  of  paper  to 
specie,  and  the  proper  means  of  restricting  an  ex- 
cessive issue  of  paper,  came  to  be  discnssed  bf 
the  most  acute  and  well -disciplined  andeistaid- 
ings  in  England,  in  Parliament.  At  thnt  time,  duriig 
the  suspension  of  specie  psyments  by  the  baahs, 
when  paper  was  15  percent,  below  par,  Mr.  Vaa- 
sittart  had  presented  his  celebrated  reeolntion  ds* 
daring  that  a  bank  note  was  still  worth  thevalne 
expressed  on  its  face;  that  the  bank  note  had  not 
depreciated,  but  that  the  price  of  bullion  had  risen. 
Lord  Liverpool  and  Lord  Castl^eagh  espoused  tbu 
view,  as  we  know;  and  it  was  oppMcd  by  the  doss 
reasoning  of  Huskisson,  the  powerful  logic  U 
Homer,  and  the  practical  common  sense  of  Alex- 
ander Baring  (now  Lord  Ashbnrton.)  [Applause.] 
The  study  of  those  debates  made  me  a  bnliionisL 

'They  convinced  me  that  paper  could  not  cir* 
calate  satcly  in  any  country,  any  longer  than  it 
was  immediately  redeemable  at  the  place  of  in 
issue.  Coming  into  Congress  the  very  next  year, 
or  the  next  but  one  after,  and  finding  the  finances 
of  the  country  in  a  most  deplorable  condities,  I 
then,  and  ever  after,  bestowed  myself,  in  piefereaes 
to  all  other  public  0)pics,to  the  conaidermtioa  of 
the  questions  relating  to  them.  I  believe  I  hsfs 
read  everything  of  value  that  has  been  pnblished 
since  on  those  questions,  on  either  side  of  tht 
Atlantic.  I  have  studied,  by  close  obeervnlion,  ths 
laws  of  paper  currency  as  they  have  exhibited 
themselves  in  this  and  other  countries,  from  1811 
town  to  the  present  time'.  I  have%zpressed  my 
opinions  at  various  times  in  Congress;  and  soae 
of  the  predictions  which  I  have  made  have  act 
been  altogether  falsified  by  subsequent  events.  I 
most,  therefore,  be  permitted,  gentlemen,  without 
yielding  to  any  flippant  paragraph  of  n  newspaper, 
or  to  the  hasty  ebnUttionsof  debate  in  a  public  as- 
sembly, to  say  that  I  believe  the  plan  fw  an  ex- 
chequer, as  presented  to  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
is  the  beU  measure— the  only  measure  for  the  adop- 
tion of  Congress,  and  the  trial  of  the  people.  I 
am  ready  to  stake  my  reputation,  that  if  this 
Whig  Congress  will  take  that  measure,  and  givB 
it  a  fair  trial,  within  three  years  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  whole  American  people  to  be  the 
most  beneficial  measure  of  any  sort  ever  adopted 
in  this  country,  ik$  CswrthiHwt  only  cscipCi^'* 
[Cheers.] 

There  were  cheers  (said  Mr.  M.)  at  that  reaaark. 
But  the  Secretary  of  State  goes  on: 

**I  mean,  that  they  should  take  it  as  it  was  when 
it  came  from  the  Cabinet;  not  as  it  looked  whea 
the  committee  of  Congress  had.  laid  their  bandi 
upon  it.**    [Laughter.] 

And  (said  Mr.  M.)  mmrkii  U,  aceording  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [ACr.  GajjiaBu]  [A 
laugh.] 

*'For  when  the  oonuniAtee  of  Congress  had  stniek 
out  the  proviso  respecting  exchange,  it  was  not 
worth  a  rush — it  was  not  worth  the  parchment  it 
would  be  engrossed  on.  The  great  desire  of  this 
country  is  a  general  currency,  a  Aicility  of  ex- 
change; a  currency  which  shall  be  the  same  for 
you,  and  for  the  people  of  Alabama  and  Louisiaaa; 
nnd  a  system  of  exchange  which  shall  equabas 
credit  between  them  and  yon,  with  the  rapidity  and 
facility  with  which  Bteaa  conveys  ntn  and 
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This  is  what  the  country  wants— what 
yon  want,  and  yon  have  not  got  it.^ 

Now,  here  was  as  Ail  I  an  endorsement  as  could 
ha?e  been  given  to  any  plan  in  any  langasge.  80 
earefol  was  he  fti  recommending  the  plan,  that  the 
Secretary  took  great  paios  to  satisfy  all  how  be 
became  competent  to  decide;  therefore,  he  mounted 
np  to  the  sources  of  his  information;  and,  in  order 
to  make  his  recommendation  still  more  emphatic, 
he  threw  around  it  all  the  sanction  of  his  name, 
and  all  the  dignity  of  his  knowledge  and  character. 
Consider,  then,  that  this  ezebeqaer  scheme  was 
thos  put  forth  as  a  great  saoitive  measure,  and  the 
best  that  could  be  adopted — the  Constitution  only 
excepted;  it  did  become  eyery  man  who  bad— as  he 
had— known  and  had  faith  in  Mr.  Webster,,  to  ex- 
amine closely  into  a  proposition  coming  to  us  with 
all  these  sanctions. 

He  did  not  know  who  was  the  writer  of  the 
new^aper  article  to  which  he  referred,  nor  whe- 
ther it  was  in  order  to  refer  to  such  articles  in  de- 
bate. Bat  it  had  been  done;  and  perhaps  the 
pecnliar  style  of  this  article  would  excuse  it  in  the 
present  instance.  He  did  not  know,  as  he  said, 
who  wrote  the  article;  yet  it  was  very  much  like 
something  which  he  heard  in  a  certain  speech  de- 
livered on  the  floor  of  the  House  yesteiday,  (look- 
ing towards  Mr.  Cushino.)  Mr.  M.  then  read  a 
passage  from  the  Madisonian,  charging  him  with 
having  shunned  the  true  issue  involved  in  the  ex- 
chequer, and  with  having  argued  upon  incorrect 
premises,  &e. 

When  he  asked  the  genilenaan  from  Massacho- 
aetts  [Mr  CusHiHtf]  yesterday  what  he  considered 
m  baiik  to  be,  he  refused  to  give  any  defiuition  wbat- 
er^,  but  said  he  was  arguing  negatively-»a  phrase 
whid^he  confessed,  in  that  connexion  and  in  that 
application,  did  not  define  the  gentleman's  mean- 
fog  with  sufficient  precision  to  make  it  intelligible 
to  hini.  He  had  quoted  heretofore  on  that  floor, 
when  the  question  of  a  Government  bank  was  the 
▼ery  subject  under  consideration,  some  remarks  of 
Mr.  Webster,  in  which  he  denounced  a  Govern* 
ment  bank  as  the  very  worst  of  all  possible  human 
laTentions;  yet  Mr.  Webster  now  offered  them  the 
aune  thing,  declaring  it  to  be '  the  best  contrivance 
whicb  the  wit  of  man  had  ever  devised  for  this 
country,  save  and  except  only  the  Consiiiiitioa  of 
the  United  Slates.  If  this  could  be  proved  to  be  a 
Government  bank,  then  Mr.  Webster  stood  con- 
wicted  of  having,  when  in  power,  offered  for  this 
eonntty  the  very  worst  experiment  which  foreign 
nations  had  ever  tried.  Now  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  defined  a  bank  to  be  a  joint-stock 
eompany  of  prnrate  individuals,  dealing  in  money 
and  exohangea  for  profit;  and  if  this  were  true, 
there  eonld  be  no  such  thing  as  a  Government 
bank. 

Mr.  CUSHING.  I  did  not  give  any  deflnltion 
of  my  own  of  a  bank.  I  did  say  that,  in  the  pop* 
alar  acceptation  of  the  term,  a  bank  was  a  joint- 
aloek  company  of  individuals,  doing  business  for 
profit. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  that  he  understood  a 
bank  to  consist  not  so  much  in  the  persons  who 
exercised  the'  powers  and  faculties  with  which  it 
was  vested^  as  in  the  nature  of  its  powers  and  fac- 
ulties. A  bank  might  be  in  the  hands  of  individ* 
nals  incorporated  or  not;  or  in  the  hands  of  a  sin- 
gle individual,  who  issued  his  own  notes;  or  it 
might  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Government}  and 
banks  might  have  various  faculties.  The  Bank  of 
Amsterdam,  for  instance,  was  a  bank  of  deposite, 
issuing  certificates  of  deposite  for  Jhe  money  re- 
eeired  by  it-r-whicb  was  counted  by  weight,  and 
not  by  tale;  while  the  certificates  that  were  given  to 
the  depositors  expressed  the  amount  in  weight,  and 
not  in  the  number  and  sixe  of  the  worn  and  de- 
face pieces  of  gold  and  silver  which  made  it  up. 
It  was 'simply  a  place  of  deposite;  and  yet  it  was 
called  a  bank.  What  was  the  institution  proposed 
by  the  Executive?  It  was  a  moneyed  institution. 
It  was  a  bank  of  deposite,  having  ten  millions  of 
QoTemment  money  placed  under  the  control  of  its 
directors— for  what?  For  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  Gh>vemment?  No.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  the  affairs  of  individuals,  for  profit. 
He  asked  gentlemen,  if  there  was  a  bank  incor- 
pocatedy  with  tea  mittions  of  capital,  with  power  to 


receive  deposites  and  deal  in  exchanges,  whether  it 
would  be  a  bank  or  not. 

He  thought  every  one  would  say  that  it  was  a 
bank.  Well,  then,  if  this  same  thing,  conducted 
by  the  officers  of  the  Government,  possessed  the 
same  powers  and  faculties,  was  it  not  also  a  bank? 
Mr.  Webstei  had,  at  times,  exercised  an  extraor- 
dinary iDflaence  over  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
this  country  on  questions  of  this  sort.  He  knew 
that  there  was  a  strong  party  in  favor  of  this  pro- 
ject in  his  own  State;  and,  therefore,  the  opinions 
of  Mr.  Webster,  in  regard  to  a  Government  bank, 
were  worthy  of  consideration  at  this  time.  In  one 
of  his  speeches  Mr.  W.  said  (speaking  of  a 
Government  bank)  that  it  was  an  experiment  that 
had  never  been  (tied  in  this  country;  but  the  ex- 
perience of  other  countries  in  which  it  had  been 
.tried  demonstrated  that  it  was,  of  all  human  inven- 
tions, the  very  worst.  That  was  the  position  in 
which  Mr.  Webster  placed  himself  in  regard  to  a 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

After  continuing  his  argument  to  prove  that  the 
exchequer  plan  of  the  President  was  the  very  iden- 
tical Giovemment  bank  which  Mr.  Webster  so  much 
denounced,  Mr.  M.  went  on,  as  he  said,  to  speak  of 
principles  and  of  men.  It  had  been  the  fashion  to 
charge  the  Whig  party  as  being  led  by  a  dictator, 
in  opposition  to  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
embarrassing  him  and  his  measures.  He  had 
quarrelled  with  the  dictator,  and  was  likely  to 
come  by  the  worst  of  it;  but  it  was  not  that,  that  he 
quarrelled  with  him  for.  He  quarrelled  with  bim 
because  he  was  unwilling  to  surrender  bis  constitu- 
tional views  at  the  foot  of  the  throne;  because  be 
was  unwilling  to  give  up  everything  on  the  bank 
bill  that  it  wa^  worth.  He  knew  nothing  of  any  pri- 
vate matters  between  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Clay. 
If  Mr.  Webster  chose  to  consider  Mr.  Clay  as  his 
rival  for  the  Presidency,  that  was*tio  affair  of  his. 
If  he  lacked  confidence  in  Mr.  Clay,  that  was  no 
around  of  dispute  with  him,  (Mr.  M.)  But  if  he 
had  hated  Henry  Clay  ever  so  badly,  he  would  ; 
scorn  to  strike  bim  through  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  What !  was  Mr.  Clay  so  invul- 
nerable, that  he  was  only  to  be  got  at  by  thrusting 
a  dagger  through  the  vitals  of  the  Constitution;  by 
tramnling  down  all  the  long-settled  and  established 
opinions  of  bis  whole  life?  He  would  not  pay  any 
mortal  man  so  high  a  compliment.  If  he  could 
not  floor  him,  without  flooring  the  Constitution,  he 
would  let  bim  alone.  If  he  had  time,  he  should 
like  to  enter  somewhat  into  a  discussion  of  the 
principles  laid  down  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Gar* 
axTT  Davis.]  His  colleague  stated  that  Mr.  Clay 
was  the  very  incarnation  of  Whigery,  or  the  im- 
ppisonation  of  Whigery;  and  that  be  who  was  not 
with  Mr.  Clay  was  not  and  could  not  be  a  Whig. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS.  If  my  colleague  will 
permit  me,  I  will  repeat  what  I  said.  It  was, 
**that  the  man  who  sought  to  overthrow  Henry 
Clay,  was  as  much  an  oppooent  of  the  Whigery  of 
the  present  day,  as  an  opponent  of  General  Wash- 
ington would  have  been  of  the  Whigery  of  1776. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Well,  that  was  very  much 
like  it;  but  he  would  reserve  to  himself  the  discus- 
sion of  that  subject  for  a  proper  time  and  place; 
protesting,  however,  against  what  he  might  now 
say  being  construed  as  an  expression,  on  his  part, 
of  hostility  to,  or  an  intention  to  oppose  him,  in 
case  be  should  be  the  Whig  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. 

After  some  other  observations,  he  said  that  he 
was  speaking  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  other 
day,  when  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Prop« 
fit]  interrupted  him  right  in  the  midst  of  a  sen* 
tence.  He  said  his  mind  was  full  of  that  great 
man  at  that  time,  and  he  was  speaking  of  what 
should  be  or  must  be  his  fate.  His  (the  Secretary 
of  State's)  position  was  a  most  unnatural  one— a 
most  unnatural  one.  Daniel  Webster  united  with 
Mr.  Tyler  upon  a  question  of  State  assent  to  be 
incorporated  in  a  Government  bank,  was  one  of 
the  funniest  things  (bat  ever  be  beard  of.  [Laugh- 
ter.] It  was  an  unnatural  position,  and  he  (Mr. 
Webster)  could  not  remain  there.  He  had  before 
said,  and  he  said  again,  that  Daniel  Webster 
was  a  great  man.  People  had  called  him  cold. 
He  (Mr.  M.)  did  not  think  be  was  cold.  Some 
bad  said   that  he  was  like  Mont  Blanc 


amongst  the  mountains;  and  that,  if  there  was  light 
around  his  brow,  it  was  light  without  heat.  The 
honorable  gentleman  proceeded  to  defend  Mr. 
Webster  against  such  assertions,  and  also  against 
the  remark  of  the  geiitleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
G.  Davis]— that  he  had  no  genius;  but  that  his  mind 
was  like  a  crucible,  into  which  men's  thoughts  were 
thrown;  and  that  ihen  he  could  reproduce  them  in  a 
new  form;  and  he  compared  the  attempts  which  had 
been  made  to  extinguish  Mr.  Webster,  to  an  at- 
tempt of  schoolboys  to  extinguish  mighty  Vesuvius 
with  a  squirt. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  entered  into  some  ex- 
planations, that  the  House  might  clearly  understand 
what  he  meai:t  when  he  said  that  Mr.  Clay  was  an 
impersonation  of  the  Whig  party. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  an  adjournment;  but 
withdrew  it,  to  permit  various  executive  commnni* 
nications  to  be  presented  to  the  House. 

Several  resolutions  were  also  presented  and 
agreed  to;  and  then 

The  House  adjourned.  ^ 

IN  SENATE. 
Tborsoat,  January  26,  1843. 

Mr.  Baobt  of  Alabama  appeared  in  his  seat  to- 
day. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Henry  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail- route  from  Peoria,  byway 
of  Moant  Hawley  and  other  towns,  to  Fulton 
city,  in  Whiteside  county,  in  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Reads. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  n^emorial  from  A. 
G.  Allison  and  others,  of  the  southwestern  pan  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  bankrupt  law  may 
be  so  amended  as  to  make  4^,  morally  and  politi- 
cally, more  acceptable  to  them,  or  that  it  may  be 
repealed;  |ind  a  memorial  from  citizei^s  of  the 
northempartofPenniylvania,  in  favor  of  its  im- 
mediate repeal:  which  memorials  were  leferred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  Pittsbui^, 
Pennsylvania,  prayiog  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for 
a  board  of  exchequer  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Memorials  were  presented  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS^ 
from  inhabitants  of  Wiscasset,  Maine;  and  by 
Mr.  EVANS,  from  inhabitants  of  Augusta,  Hallo- 
well,  Gardiner,  Pittston,  Belfast,  Waldoborongh, 
and  Thomaston,  Maine,  eogaged  in  commerce  and 
navigation,  representing  that  the  mercantile  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States  has  suffered  materially 
from  the  effects  of  the  existing  treaties,  and  the  ar- 
rangements between  the  United  Stales  and  Great 
Britain,  the  Hanseatie  Republics,  France,  Hoi- ' 
land,  Denmark,  Russia,  and  Sweden,  respectively; 
and  that  those  treaties  and  arrangements  termed 
reciprocal  have  not  proved  reciprocal  to  the  nav- 
igation of  the  United  States;  and  asking  that  Con- 
gress would,  so  far  as  the  treaties  permitted,  make 
regulations  which  would  relieve  them  from  the 
consequences  resulting  from  these  relations:  refers 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Clark  county,  Ohio,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  proposed  change  in  the  route  of  the 
Cumberland  road  through  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Edward  Dexter, 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  praying  indemnity 
for  losses  sostaioed  prior  to  1800  by  the  spoliations 
of  the  French;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  village  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  re- 
monstrating against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 

Reaolvedt  That  the  Sacretafy  of  War  be  diiectedto  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  an  officer  of 
the  corpe  of  topographical  engineers,  and  on  the  files  in  the 
War  Department,  upon  the  subject  of  an  iron  pile  light  for 
Bartlett's  reef,  on  Long  Island  Sound. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  iDdiana, 

Re9olved,  That  the  Gommtttee  on  Private  Land  Ctaima  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providingi  by  law, 
for  the  satisiiikCtiOQ  of  the  daim  of  Joseph  BairoW|ieii.,  of  Iq* 
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lltn*.  ■Ola  hair  of  Pierre  Barrow,  who  waa  entitled  »o400acrea 
oriand  ander  the  aoiaof  Gongrwa  ofSMi  A««um,  1788.  and  8d  ' 
Match,  1791;  and,  alaD,into  the  expediency  ofaMiaryinf  iheeteioi 
of  the  aald  Joaeph  Banow.  aen,  to  a  military  right  for  land  lo- 
cttad  on  White  riTer,  joining  the  land  of  Abraham  Kmg  Keo-  * 
dtU,  oocflraied  by  the  Governor  prior  to  1806. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  ibe  Committee  on  FoTetgn 
Affiirt,  reported  back,  witboat  amendment,  Honse 
bill  entitled  »*An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  Bart- 
leil.  late  eoneni  of  the  United  States  at  Lima;*^  and 

Rooae  bill  entitled/* An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatiffs  of  Daniel  Brens  deceased, 
lat6  eoBsal  of  the  United  States  at  Paris;**  and 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  H.  Everett.** 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  'same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  withont  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  be  iDdetlnitely  postponed, 
Henae  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
A.  Smi'h." 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  adverse  reports  (which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed)  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  G.  Ridgelv;  and  on  the  petition  of  Charles 
L.  Williamson,  for  a  pension  for  disability  in- 
cnrred  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AflfaiiB,  reperted  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Navy  De* 
lartmentof  the  United  States;**  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  altering  the  time  of 
bolding  the  eircait  court  of  the  United  States  for 
Uia  diauiet  of  Connecticut;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims 
lepmted  bank,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
reuommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
HoMe  for  the  relief  of  Allen  Rogers. 

AIM,  on  hia  motion,  the  Committee  on  Claims 
waa  diaebarged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
tha  petition  of  Scott  Campbell,  a  half-breed  Sioux 
Indian;  and  it  wa»  referred  to  'the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
Itat  it  be  inde6nitely  postponed,  Hou^e  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Francis  PelU« 
cer. 

Alao,  on  his  moiiod,  the  Committee  on  Claims 
waa  diaebarged  fiom  the  further  consideration  of 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  VIeii;  and  it 
WAS  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  Major  General  Andrew 
Jaakson,  for  damages  sustained  in  the  discharge  of 
hia  official  duty,  came  up  in  its  regular  order;  but 
waa  postponed  till  io*morrow,  at  the  Fuggestion  of 
Mr.  LINN,  who  believed  that  it  would  be  still  fur- 
ther diseusaed,  and  might  interfere  with  the  bill 
then  pf  nding  as  the  unfinished  business. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Russell  and 
othws,  was  read  the  second  time,  taken  up  as  in 
eooimittee  of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Suiaia,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  robooner  Twin,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 

The  following  bills  from  the  House,  which  had 
been  reported  adversely  upon  by  the  Commi:tee  on 
Commerce^  were  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole;  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON, 
indefinitely  postponed,  via: 

Tile  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  nod  crew  of 
the  schooner  Martha. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Billings,  owner 
of  the  fishing  scbeoaer  Lnrana. 

Hie  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
rrew,  of  the  schooner  Maitha,  of  Bastport,  in  the 
j^te  of  Maine. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  mas'.er, 
and  craw,  of  the  schooner  Joanna,  of  Ellsworth, 
Maine. 

TWe  following  bills  from  the  Houm  were  read 
the  third  time  and  passed,  via: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and 
the  kgal  representatives  of  Isnae  Green;  aad 

IRm  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  payment  of 


seven  companies  of  Georgia  militia,  for  services 
rendered  in  the  years  1840  and  1841.** 

The  bill  from  the  House,  for  ibe  relief  of  the 
West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company,  and  of  the 
Grand  Gnlf  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  was 
taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
amendments  proposed  by  the  CommiUee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  relieve  these  companiea 
from  the  payment  of  dutiea  on  certain  railriNid 
iron^  which  was  lost  on  its  way  from  New  York 
to  the  place  of  its  destination;  which  iron  would 
not  have  been  dutiable,  if  it  had  been  acmally 
laid  down  on  the  roads  within  three  years  from  the 
time  at  which  it  was  imported.] 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  havina  been 
agreed  to.  the  bill  was  then  debated  by  Mr.  KING 
in  opposiuon  to  its  passage,  and  by  Mr.  EVANS, 
and  Mr.  WALKER  in  favor  of  its  passage;  and 
there  being  no  farther  proposition  to  amende  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate;  and  the  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  unfinished  debate  from  yesterday,  on  the 
quefttion  of  passing  the  Oregon  bill,  was  resumed. 

Mr.  LINN  addressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours, 
in  reply  to  the  objections  made  against  Toe  bill. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  Senators  from 
South  Carolina,  the  Senators  who  had  taken 
ground  of  opposition  confined  their  objections  to 
one  provision  of  the  bill — that  providing  a  grant  of 
lands  to  settlers. 

One  of  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calhoun]  objected  not  only  to  that  provision,  but 
to  other  provisions,  and  in  general  to  the  expedien- 
cy and  policy  of  any  action  on  the  subject  at  pres- 
eat.  The  other  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  IMr. 
McDirmB,]  who   spoke  yesterday,  took  wider 

f  round,  and  objected  to  the  bill  in  every  particular, 
f  his  views  were  weU  founded,  we  never  should 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  territory. 

In  answering  the  objections  of  the  last  Senator, 
[Mr.  McDupriB,]  he  would  meet  all  that  had  been 
made  from  every  quarter. 

It  was,  however,  matter  of  gratification  to  him 
that  so  many  Senators  had  concurred  in  the  pro« 
priety,  policyi  and  expediency  of  the  general  ob- 
jects of  the  bill,  and  that  their  objections  were  con* 
fined  to  a  single  provision. 

.  If  he  understood  the  Senator  from  Soaih  Caro* 
Una  [Mr.  McDumc]  correctly,  he  conceived  that 
Senator  imputed  to  him  a  violation  of  the  maxima 
of  sotud  policy,  by  precipitating  this  measure  with- 
out due  consideration.  If  the  Senator  would  bpt 
look  to  the  records  of  Congresa  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  he  would  find  that  such  an  imputation  was 
groundless.  A  bill  of  similar  nature,  and  with  the 
same  objects  in  view,  was  urged  upon  Congress 
with  great  ability  by  Dr.  Floyd,  in  1891.  Mr. 
Monroe,  in  his  last  annual  message,  and  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, while  President  of  the  Unit^  States,  recom- 
mended, in  forcible  terms,  the  attention  of  Con- 
gresa to  be  given  to  the  subject.  In  1838,  Congress 
did  take  it  up;  ani  a  bill  for  the  occupation  of  the 
territory  was  discussed  at  great  length  in  both 
Houses.  It  failed  in  the  Senate  by  a  bwre  majority 
of  two  votes.  It  bad  been  repeatedly  before  Con- 
gre.ss  since,  and  almost  continuously  since  1838- 
'39.  There  was  nothing  precipitate  in  all  this, 
and  certainly  no  want  of  due  consideration.  For 
his  own  part,  he  had  always  acted  with  studied 
doHcacy  in  the  matter.  When  it  was  urged 
upon  him  that  while  so  many  difficulties  were 
to  be  adjusted  with  Great  Britain,  it  was  inexpe* 
dient  to  take  any  decided  step  in  relation  to  a 
minor  point,  he  refrained  from  pressing  the  subject 
I  to  a  final  vote.  Now,  the  main  difficulties  with 
I  Eo gland  were  adjusted;  and  there  were  none  left 
I  pedding  but  the  minor  ones,  of  which  he  consider- 
■  ed  this  the  most  important.  So  far,  then,  from 
!  being  chargeable  with  having  chosen  an  inauspi- 
cious and  inexped'cnt  time  for  urging  this  measure, 
he  thought  be  had  selected  the  most  appropriate, 
and  he  would  say^  ciitically  appropciaiCp  period, 
for  taking  a  necessary,  and  almost  indispensable 
step. 
He  understood  the  Senaioc^  ohjaetioM  to  the 


bill  to  be  three  fold.  First,  he  objects  that  the  bill 
would,  in  its  main  provisions,  be  an  infraction  o^ 
the  treaty  of  1818,  renewed  in  1837;  secondly, 
that,  if  carried  oat,  it  would  involve  our  Govera* 
naent  in  the  expenses  of  an  armed  military  oceo- 
pat  ion  of  the  territory;  and,  thirdly,  that  the  territo- 
ry is  a  useless  acquisition,  likely  to  prove,  not  only 
an  incumbrance,  but  a  disadvant^eous  one,  1^ 
inciting  our  population  to  dispersion,  instead  d 
that  concentra'ion  which  he  considers  essential  to 
the  highest  state  of  civilization. 

Mr.  L.  here  took  these  points  in  sucoession,  and 
entered  upon  their  refutation  with  elaborate  argUr 
ments,  fortified  by  documentary  evidence. 

Fir&t,  be  considered  the  arguments  of  the  Sena- 
tors who  bad  taken  ground  that  the  bill  would  be 
an  infraction  of  the  treaty,  and  examined  critically 
that  branch  of  the  sabjeet,  concluding  wUb  a  refer* 
ence  to  the  proposition  made  to  Mr.  Gallatio,  in 
1836,  by  the  British  ministry, when  they  wantedu 
additioni^l  stipulation  in  the  renewal  of  the  treaty 
of  1818,  for  &«  right  of  joint  occupaney;  which 
Mr.  Gallatin  refused  to  concede,  and  upon  the 
very  ground  that  justified  this  bill;  and  showed  it 
was  not  an  infraciien  of  the  treaty,  and  that  Eag- 
land  had  put  il  out  of  her  power  so  to  regard  it,  by 
the  very  application  which  she  had  made,  aad 
which  she  was  refused  by  oar  negotiator.  Mr.  L, 
having  disposed  of  this  objection,  proceeded  to  the 
nexu 

The  second  objection  related  to  tbe  expense  or 
the  proposed  measure.    In  the  outset,  the  Seaattia 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McOorpia}  bad  made  y 
mistake  in  supposing  the  appropriation  required  b( 
this  bill  would  amount  to  |900,000.   It  only  called 
for  half  that  amounu  This,  in  ten  years,  (if  obliged 
to  be  continued  solona,>  would  amonnt  to  but 
11,000  000,  instead  of  |10.000.000,  as  the  Sena. 
tor   argued.    But  had   not  the  Senator  entirely 
overlooked  the  numerous  losses  which  tliis  country 
had  suffered  for  the  last  thirty  years»  through  in 
commerce  and  its  industry,  by  being   gradually 
supplanted  in  that  region  by  British  tradiDg  com- 
panies?   At  one  time  we  had  a  trade«  itt  fnra  alone, 
worth  half  a  million  of  dollars  annually;  aad, 
through  the  supineness  of  our  Government,  it  had 
been  allowed  to  dwindle  down  to  |8,000.     Did  «e 
not,  then,  incur  incalculably  greater  low  by  negleet, 
than  the  annual  expenditure  now  proposedt    la 
the  next  ten  years,  would  not  the  increased  advan- 
tages to  our  oommeroe  in  the  Pacific,  the  faeilitici 
afforded  by  the  security  of  oar  harbors  in  the  ter- 
ritory to  our  marina  service,  and  all  the  other  ad- 
vantages of  insuring  a  thriving  populaUon  on  the 
border  of  the  Pacific,  be  infinitely  more  than  the 
sum  of  one  million,  even  if  the  oeeopaiioB  by 
military  posts  costs  so  mnchi    Now,  with  regaid 
to  distance,  inconvenience,  and  expense,  he  airind 
Senators  only  to  draw  a  parallel  between  ihia  meat- 
ure  and  that  of  the  establishaMut  of  the  Afrieaa 
squadron,  which  was  to  place  the  recaptured  a^ 
groea  in  the  colony  of  Liberia.    He  abowed  ihat 
this  squadron  was  the  twelfth  part  of  the  navyef 
the  United  States— to  wit,  80  guns  out  of  940;  snd 
that  the  whole  cost  of  the  navy  for  1843  was  about 
|7,000,000^the  twelfth  part  of  which  was  near 
1600,000;  and  this  was  the  annual  cost  of  the 
African  squadron,  while  only  |100,000  was  pro- 
posed for  the  Columbia  settlement.    The  African 
squadron  was  to  be  kept  up  five  years,  at  near 
|600,000  per  annum,  besides  loss  of  lives  aad 
shps  on  the  African  coast.    This  was  near  43.000,- 
000;  yet  no  objection  to  that !    Mr.  L.  commented 
on  this  strange  preference  given  to  an  African  over 
an  American  object,  and  insisted  that,  while  mil- 
lions could  be  lavi&bed  on  the  African  aquadroa, 
no  objection  should  be  made  to  1 100,000  for  saving 
the  Colombia  from  foreign  dominion. 

As  to  the  third  objection— that  of  the  coantr^  be- 
ing composed  of  rocky  moimtains,  regions  either 
covered  with  volcanic  remains  or  arid  sands,  with 
only  a  small  portion  of  arable  land»  and  that  sub- 
ject to  alternate  droughts  and  inundaticns  of  rain- 
he  (Mr.  L  )  should  say  that  the  Senator  [Bdr.  Mc^ 
DuFFin]  who  entertained  these  opinions  must  cer- 
tainly be  nhacqnainted  wiih  the  vast  amount  of 
documentary  evidence  gained  from  eyewitnesses, 
whose  testimony  does  not  admit  of  a  question  of 
doubi,and  aUwhkhconair  in  proving  that,  in  the 
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Dt^gofi  Territory,  ten  ani  mkMwt  Tstteys  not 
inferior  to  ote  WtilBni  ▼sUeys  ia^ict^  amintHed 
it  fertility,  and  blMMd  villi  a  MtalMJiy  of  eKmate 
aoaroely  eqaatted  by  that  of  amy  Siato  in  tb|i 
Union.  Mr.  h.  hero  rt ad  a  ?ait  aMnamlation  of 
doeiiaio&iafy  evidonoe  in  proof  of  this  position. 

Having  mti  all  tlwie  aryanwati  in  dtlaM,  BD. 
I*  proc^odod  wMi  lenoial  aig onentt  in  fvpport 
of  the  pdSoyMd  eipedieney  of  tho  biH;  bo  do- 
Bttndcd  wby  tft  Britbb  wannd  it,  if  it  was  so 
#0KbIe8s;  ani«Md?tned  npon  iho  inoorifistency 
of  iTtetiag  ibo  territory  an  not  worth  baving,  and, 
at  cbe  same  tim^  draMttDjg  a  war  from  Ghreat 
Britain,  if-  wo*  tonobed.il;'  and  oonolndod  witb 
aft  oxbortalion  to  Senators^  bifbra  tboy  deolded 
wpon  voting  againot  it,  to  oondder  wall  tbo 
effect  wbieb  a  re|ecfion  of  ibfe  eflsential  flop  wotfid 
hav»-*noc  only  diaappoiniing  and  din6onraglng.oar 
o^Rha  cttiiens,  bnt  giving  oonntettadoo  to  Ibe  pre- 
tensioBO  of,  and  leaving  onm  and  nadiepnted  to,  a 
rrtal  power,  every  oort  of  eneroaobmtntnpon  our 
national  rig^. 

Hie  foregoing  in  given  as  a  1M»B  skstebof  Mr. 
L.%  argnments  in  snbetanoe.  His  speoeb  in  fall 
wHIooBvey  tbea  more  oorrecily,  and  fbroisb  all 
tbe  docnmentarv  evidoneo  refomd  to. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  next  obiitned  the  iloor;  and,  on 
his  motion, 

Tbe  Senate  adjoamed. 

H0UBB  W  RBPUmiTATiyBS. 

TnuBSDAT,  Jann«y  98, 184). 

Mr.  REDINQ  presented  tbe  petition  of  Mrs. 
Caroline  Ladd,  of  Bradford,  yomoat,  for  t  pen- 
sion: referred  to  tbe  Committoe  on  Invalid  Pen- 


filr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  presented  tbe  memorial 
of  David  Taylor,  Q.  F.  Norris,  and  J.  K.  Rogers, 
Cherokee  elaimants  under  tbo  treaty  of  1835-6, 
praying  the  adoption  of  snob  speedy  measnres  as 
aball  reader  effeotnal  tbe  17th  article  of  said  treaty. 

Mr.  ATH£RTON,nnder  tbe  mle,  presented  tbe 
nemorial  of  John  Qiven  and  othm,  inhabitants 
of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampkbirs,  praying  for  soeb 
BMMares  as  shall  give  to  tJM  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  snob  terms  of  jnsi  redproeity  as  shall 
most  eondace  to  the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  presented  the  memorial  of 
David  Irwin  and  othm,  asking  Congress  that  an 
act  may  be  passed  confirming  certain  entries  to 
lands;  nod  that  patents  auy  be  issued  for  tbe  ssme, 
in  accordance  with  tbe  prayer  of  tbe  memorial. 

Mr.  WBLLBR  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Preble  county,  Ohio,  pmying  an  ap- 
-propriation  to  tbe  Cumberland  road,  and  remon- 
strating sgainst  aay  change  whatever  in  tbe  present 
location  through,  that  coonty  t  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
BhCee  oil  Roads  and  Cani^ 

Mr.  RODNEY  preseMed  the  reiolutionsof  tbe 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Delaware,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tbe  eonilicting  ctaims  to^  the  Penpatcb  island 
in  tbe  Delaware,  and  calUag  on  tbe  Government  to 
r«tJroeede  it  to  said  States  pledging  the  faith  of  the 
I^egi^ature  to  restore  it  to  tbe  unitsd  Ststes  when 
the  title  sbajl  have  been  ^nicisd  by  tbe  Supreme 
Court:  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CATB  JOHNSON,  oa  leave,  submitted 

the  following  resolution}  which  was  considered  and 

adopted: 

Aewotvtdt  Tfaat  the  8«ciatary  of  the  Nsfy  lofortn  thb  Rouse 
ilw  amoirat  of  money  paid  to  tlio  oAetif  of  Um  aeiiettile  eorps 
wnoid  iBtlM  •zpioriaf  •xptdMoo,  aod  to  tiie  Mrjcttitmm 
fMModin  iheooMsatTflytSiDCO  tht  3d  day  of  Marcb,  1839; 
^Ungulshlng  botweeii  tho  tmoiiDt  paid  Uiain  is  thalr  rennlar 
•nral  oompaiMaUoD,  and  moneys  paid  Umd  Ibr  axua  or  any 
aacirieaiochar  tlian  UMtoragDlaroompaiMatloQ. 

Mr.  KBIM,  tnm  tbe  Comouttee  on  Mililsry 
AiTain,  by  tbe  goaeial  coneent  of  the  Aose,  rs- 
patted  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Dsniel  Homaas;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  refened. 

Mn  MBPlTJi  presented  anuBorial  from  a  com- 
pssiy  of  geatlemen,  diisens  of  Ohio,  showing  the 
fearful  eitcnsion  of  British  comsMroe,  sottkUMnts, 
arma^  nndinftoenceover  Ae  territories  of  tbe  United 
Slates  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountaias,  eacouraged 
by  the  laio  movsamitsof  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pny  for  the  occupation  of  the  Russhm  possessions 
and  Oattfomia,  under  the  probable  advice  of  the 
BiiiiiBls  aofssnmaat,  aad:  the  awtawAitof  that 


I  Government  for  the  possession  of  the  Musqaito 
coast  and  the  Ssndwich  Islands — allfging  ibat 
their  apprehensions  for  the  early  and  peaoeaMe 
establishment  of  oor  rights  have  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and 
tba  almost  simoltaneoos  breaking  up  of  the  Amer* 
ican  For  Company.  Great  Britain  having  obtained 
thereby  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  of  valnable 
frontier  southwest  of  the  St.  Francis  river,  which, 
she  agreed  to  relieqoisb  by  the  arbitration  of  1832; 
and  all  intercoarse  between  the  Americans  and 
Indians  having  been  cnt  off:  expressing  tbeir  doubts 
of  tbe  propriety  of  employing  a  sofficient  military 
force  to  maintain  possession  of  tbe  country,  under 
the  present  depressed  condition  of  the  treasury; 
*  and  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  themi:elves  and  as- 
sociates, not  exceeding  20,000  square  miles,  under 
such  regulations  as  Congress  »ball  see  proper  to 
prescribe,  on  condition  of  tbeir  immediate  removal, 
settlement  upon,  and  defence  of  the  sane. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MEDILL,  the  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BR0N80N  presented  tbe  petition  of  sundry 
merebants,  shipmasters,  and  others,  of  Aogosta 
and  Hallo  well,  Maine,  praying  for  a  revision  of 
Our  navigation  laws,  so  as  to  place  oar  tonnage  on 
an  equal  footing  with  that  of  foreign  nations; 
which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Mary- 
land, was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
onthoBittte  of  tbe  Union;  and  tbe  bill  on  that 
subject,  heretofore  reported  by  (he  Committee  on 
Commerce,  was  made  tbe  special  order  of  the 
day  for  the  fir»t  Tuesdayv'ia  February  next. 

Mr.  COWEN,  from  the  Committee  of  Clafms, 
ariied  leave  to  make  an  adverse  report  on  the  case 
of  General  Joseph  M.  Hernandez.  Mr.  C  said 
that  these  wss  a  minority  report  on  this  subject, 
and  he  moved  that  both  reports  be  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  minority  of  the 
same  committee,  said  that  the  minority  had  re- 
ported, by  bill,  in  favor  of  the  claimanf,  and  he 
moved  to  have  tbe  bill  read. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  minority  could  not 
report  a  bill. 

Mr.  COWEN  suggested  that  the  genUeman 
could  get  at  bis  object  by  moving  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  were  desirous  of  bringing 
the  whole  subject  before  the  House. 

The  8PB/kKER  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  that,  by  reporting  the  bill  of  tbe  minority,  it 
would  not  make  the  majority  of  the  committee 
responsible  for-it;  and  in  this  way  the  subject  could 
be  best  brought  before  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  COWEN  acquiesced  in  that  course;  and  the 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole;  and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  GIDDINOS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hodgkin; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tbo  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  niakirg  pro- 
vision for  the  warehousing  of  imported  good<T,  ac* 
companied  by  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject. 
The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KENNEDY,  five  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  report  were  also  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  POPE  presented  a  memorial  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  improvement  of  the  Wettern  rivers; 
which, 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  8TEBNR0D,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  WI3E  presented  four  memorials  from  the 
northwestern  part  of  New  York,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  the  exchequer  bill. 

PLAN  OP  AN  EXCHEaUER. 

The  Hon^e  resumed,  as  the  special  order,  the 
adverse  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  subject  of  the  exchequer  »the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cusuino  to  amend 


the  resolution  concluding  that  report,  by  strikicg 
out  the  word  "no^" 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  who  had  the  floor,  observ- 
ed, that  some  days  since  ihe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sacho&etts  informed  the  House  that,  pf  the  number 
of  petitions  presented  on  the  subject  of  the  exche- 
>  qner,  the  one  from  the  city  of  Cincinnati  alone 
contained  5,000  signatures.  He  presumed  that 
be  had  received  all  the  petitions  that  came  from  his 
section  of  tbe  country — some  of  which  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  President's  plan,  and  some  in  favor  of 
the  congressional  plan.  The  advocates  of  the  lat- 
ter, however,  in  comparison  with  the  former,  were 
exceedingly  few.  Tbe  gentleman  who  brought  these 
petitions  to  4be  city,  and  delivered  them  to  him,  in- 
formed him  that  they  contained  but  1,200  names. 
Be  this  as  it  might,  among  those  names  he  recog- 
nised many  of  his  personal  friends  of  both  politi- 
cal parties,  whose  wishes  and  opinions  were  enti- 
tled to  receive  from  him  the  most  respectful  con- 
sideration. Shortly  about  to  retire  from  public 
life,  to  renew  his  associations  with  these  very  peti- 
tioners, he  mightlbe  permitted  to  say^  without  giv^ 
ing  offence,  that  that  association  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  his  tastes  and  habits  than  anything  be 
could  find  here.  He  felt  most  anxious  to  think 
with  them,  and  reconcile  his  vote  in  accordance 
with  their  feelings  and  wishes  to  the  paramount 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  country.  Before  he 
could  give  such  vote,  be  found  it  necessary  to  ex- 
amine tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways'  and 
Means.  He  approached  that  argument  with  every 
disposition  to  be  able  to  draw  a  different  conclusion 
from  it.  He  bad  examined  it  with  the  utmost  care, 
.and  he  now  frankly  confessed  that,  with  all  the 
scrutiny  he  had  been  able  to  give  it,  with  a  pre- 
disposition again;>t  it,  yet  he  could  find  no  part  of  it 
with  which  he  could  conscientiously  differ. 

After  some  other  obser? ations,  he  turned  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
enumerated  the  plans  of  frnance  and  currency  in 
that  document  set  forth,  to  which  he  added  others; 
thus  placing  in  opposition  tbe  sub-treasury,  tbe 
United  States  bank,  the  Executive  exchequer  plan, 
the  projet  of  the  Select  Committee,  and  tbe  Stafe 
bank  system.  Of  tbe  State  bank  system,  he  said, 
there  were  none  new  to  contend  for  it;  and  yet  it 
was  a  system  which  President  Jackson,  in  bis  an* 
nnal  messages,  said  had  been  ascertained  and 
proved  to  be  the  best  and  most  valuable,  and  en- 
tirely successful.  He  read  extracts  from  four  of 
President  Jackson's  messages  on  the  subject.  Bnt, 
after  all,  that  system  failed;  and  now  no  one  was 
found  its  advocate.  He  then  traced  the  history  of 
the  sub-treasury,  of  which  some  future  committee 
would  say  there  was  none  willing  to  be  its  friend: 
the  people  bad  denounced  it  by  larger  majorities 
than  tbey  have  ever  before  rejected  any  public 
measure;  and  that  being  di5posed  of,  he  would  look 
at  the  Executive^  plan  of  an  exchequer,  and  com- 
pare it  with  the  condemned  sub-treasury.  The 
sub-treasury  provided  simply  a  fiscal  agent  for  the 
collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement 
of  tbe  public  revenue;  the  exchequer  proposed  to 
do  the  same  thing,  and  substantially  in  tne  same 
way.  Bnt,  in  addition  to  this,  the  exchequer  propos- 
ed to  furnish  and  secure  a  national  currency.  They 
had  been  told  that  there  was  too  much  bank  capi- 
tal in  the  country;  but  he  contended  that  capital 
was  wanted  to  develope  their  resources  and  carry 
their  produce  to  market.  He  illustrated,  at  some 
length,  the  mode  of  doing  business  with  bills  of  ex- 
change. 

He  then  went  into  a  comparison  of  the  sub* 
treasury  and  the  exchequer.  The  one  provided 
that  all  the  dues  of  the  Qovernment  should  be  paid 
in  f  pecie.  Tbe  other  provided  that  they  should  be 
paid,  first,  in  specie;  second,  in  certificates  of  de- 
posite;  third,  in  treasury  notes;  and,  fourth,  in  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks.  Now,  what  was  the 
difference  between  the  two?  In  the  matter  of 
specie  payment,  they  were  the  same.  The  second 
mode  of  payment,  according  to  the  exchequer,  was 
by  certificates  of  depoMte,  repre?enting  bullion  or 
gold  and  silver.  This  was,  in  fact,  the  same  thing 
as  paying  in  specie.  But  certificates  of  debt  were 
to  be  given  to  the  public  creditors;  and  these  were 
to  be  received  in  payment  of  public  dnes.  This, 
then  was  but  a  substitute  for  coin.    He  moreover 
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opposed  the  principle  of  giviog  certificates  to  cred- 
itors of  the  Government,  as  a  measure  only  resort- 
ed  to  by  spendthrirt  governments.  The  third  mode 
of  payment  was  in  treasury  notes;  bat  did  the  ex- 
chequer bill  provide  for  an  issue  of  treasury  notes? 
Certainly  not;  although  it  made  them  receivable. 
The  fourth  mode  was  in  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks.  This  would  do  no  good,  because  it  would 
compel  the  specie  to  be  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of 
the  banks.  Hence  he  argued  that  the  scheme 
would  not  tend  to  increase  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  was  but  a  complex  piece  of  ma- 
chinery. He  also  argued  against  the  provision  by 
which  certificates  of  deposite  were  to  be  given  to 
those  who  might  deposite  specie  at  any  point.  Such 
deposites,  he  contended,  would,  whenever  they 
were  of  any  advantage,  cost  more  than  it  would  to 
transport  specie  from  place  to  place. 

la  relation  to  the  provision  requiring  the  assent 
of  the  States  to  the  establishment  of  branches 
within  their  several  limits,  he  urged  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  currency  entered  into  the  elections  all 
oyer  the  country;  and  the  consequence  would  be, 
that  branches  would  be  permitted  in  the  States,  ac- 
cording as  this  or  that  party  ootained  the  ascend- 
ency. He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Marshall,]  that  we  should  not  depend 
upon  Suie  legislation  in  determining  upon  a  plan 
of  finance.  In  mere  matters  of  expediency,  be 
would  be  as  willing  to  yield  as  any  man;  but  he 
oonld  not,  on  a  question  like  this,  surrender  any 
great  power  vested  iu  Congress  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. 

After  urging,  as  a  further  objection  to  the  bill, 
that  it  would  furnish  two  kinds  of  currency — gold 
and  silver,  and  a  national  paper  currency — Mr.  P. 
was  cut  off  by  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  WISE  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  said  that 
he  should  not  now  speak,  but  for  his  limit  of  time, 
in  which  he  could  not  compress  what  he  had  to  say 
on  the  subject.  He  should,  however,  avail  him- 
self of  the  opportunity,  to  throw  off  some  of  the 
preliminary  matter,  before  the  House  should  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  he 
should  again  speak.  If  the  question  had  to  be  de- 
cided to-day,  (as  had  been  intimated  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,)  he 
wished,  before  sundown,  to  reply  to  all  that  there 
was  of  argument  in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  yesterday.  That  gentleman  had 
devoted  his  time,  on  three  several  occasions  when 
he  had  addressed  the  House,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  the  views  of  that  functionary  upon  mat- 
ters of  finance.  As  this  regular  set-to  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  involved  important  principles,  he 
should  endeavor  to.  discuss  those  parts  of  the  gen- 
tleman*^  speech  in  which  he  had  sought  to  convict 
the  Secretary  (whom  he  called  his  master)  of  in- 
consistency. The  gentleman  seemed  to  think  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  had,  for  the  first  time,  ad- 
vanced a  great  principle,  on  which  he  (Mr.  M.) 
had  dwelt  in  his  speech.  He  would  say  to  the 
gentleman,  that  Mr.  Webster  had  not  advanced 
the  principle  for  the  first  time — not  the  first 
by  a  bundled;  for  it  was  first  advanced  by  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  and  afterwards  by  the  gentleman's 
own  illustrious  uncle — John  Marshall.  This  great 
principle  was  discussed  in  the  first  meeting  of  the 
cabinet  of  General  Washington;  and  the  issue  was 
made  between  Jefferson  and  Hamilton,  whether 
the  Federal  Government  was  sovereign  to  the  full 
extent  of  its  Federal  powers;  whether,  if  the  Fed- 
eral Government  possessed  a  power,  it  possessed  it 
independently  and  separately.  It  was  th^n  con- 
tended that  State  assent  could  not  give  a  power 
which  before  was  not  possessed;  as  a  State  dissent 
could  not  take  away  a  power  which  was  possessed. 
It  was  then  not  only  conceded  by  Jefferson,  but  ad- 
mitted by  all,  (for  the  question  was  whether  the  pow- 
er had  been  granted  or  not,)  that  whatever  power 
was  granted  and  did  exist,  was  paramount  and  all- 
pervading.  This  was  conceded.  If,  then,  the  power 
of  incorporation  had  been  given,  it  was  held  that 
such  power  was  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the 
Union,  and  bounded  only  by  its  jurisdiction  and 
temtory.  Thus,  then,  it  became  an  axiom,  that, 
as  the  State  assent  could  not  give,  so,  also,  the 
^tate  dissent  cauld  not  take  away,  a  power,  except 


by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  made  in  the 
prescribed  form. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  having  taken 
pains  to  insist  three  several  limes  that  the  Secretary 
of  Stable  first  advanced  this  ground — that  the  power 
of  incorporation  would  extend  ever  the  Union— 
and  then,  a^uming  that  a  Government  bank  was 
the  worst  of  all  institutions,  having  gone  on  to 
prove  that  the  exchequer  was  a  Government  bank, 
he  (Mr.  W.)  proposed  to  discuss  that  question.  Is 
the  exchequer  a  Government  bank? 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  not  a  definite  idea  to 
talk  of  the  exchequer,  because,  as  his  fHend  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cdshihg]  had  said,  the  idea 
was  capable  of  various  modifications.  There 
were  two  plans  before  the  House — the  plan  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  plan  of  the  Select 
Committee;  one  containing  the  provision  which  re- 
quired State  assent,  whilst  the  other  did  not.  There 
was  a  third  plan — that  of  the  Senate.  Thus,  then, 
the  exchequer  was  subject  to  as  many  modifica- 
tions as  a  national  bank  or  a  sub-treasury.  When 
he  spoke  of  an  exchequer,  he  spoke  of  the  idea  as 
embodied  in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  ATRcaTOii,]  which  was,  in 
the  first  place,  that  it  should  be  Without  any  act  of 
incorporation;  second,  that  it  should  separate  the 
Government  from  individuals — ^public  funds  from 
private;  and  especially  that  there  should  be  an  ex- 
ercise of  the  constitutional  custody  and  control  of 
Congress  over  the*  public  money,  independent  of 
the  Executive;  not  stripping  the  Executive  of  any 
power  given  by  the  Constitution,  but  defining, 
limiting,  regulating,  controlling,  and  directing  it. 
This  was  his  idea  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  geii<> 
tieman  from  Kentucky  insisted  that  it  was  a  Gov- 
ernment bank.  • 

He  (Mr.  W.)  would  discuss  this  question.  In 
the  first  place,  he  would  say,  that  the  gentlemiln 
had  taken  great  pains  to  reply  to  an  article  in 
the  Madisonian,  in  which  the  word  precist  had  oc- 
curred severfll  times.  He  thought  the  gentleman 
had  taken  care  not  to  be  very  precise  himself.  He 
wished  to  show  that  the  gentleman's  definition  of  a 
Government  bank  would  not  bear  the  test  of  exami- 
nation. When  the  gentleman  said  that  the  naiuret 
and  not  the  fiam«,  constituted  an  institution,  he  was 
very  true. 

The  gentleman  said,  first,  that  it  was  a  moneyed  in- 
stitution; second,  that  it  dealt  in  money  for  profit. 
Mark  the  second  proposiiion—that  it  dealt  in  money 
for  profit.  He  wished  that  the  gentleman  was  in 
his  seat,  that  he  might  ask  him  who  he  presumed 
concurred  in  this  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means?  What  was  the  very  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  was  now  in  question  before  the 
House  and  the  country?  He  would  take  the  power 
as  it  was  defined  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  **The  country,"  said  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  **bas  been  agitated  for  many 
years  on  the  all-absorbing  questions  of  finance  and 
currency.  The  power  of  finance  involves  the  in- 
quiry into  the  best  mode  of  collecting,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  revenue" — that  is,  the  public 
money-^'*and  that  of  thecurrency  into  the  best  mode 
of  creating  a  circulating  medium"—- that  is,  the  cir- 
culating money  of  the  country.  That,  said  Mr.  W. 
is  a  definition  in  which  I  concur. 

The  very  power  of  the  Government  which  was 
now  in  question,  was  the  power  of  fi lance,  which 
fir;^t  involved  the  subject  of  collecting,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  money;  and  the  o'.her  power 
involved  in  this  question,  was  the  power  of  cur- 
rency, which  included  the  power  of  regulating  and 
controlling  money  for  Government  purposes. 
Then,  if  this  power  of  the  Government  was  exer- 
cised at  all,  it  must  be  in  the  form  of  some  institu- 
tion of  law,  which,  first,  was  a  moneyed  institution, 
and,  secondly,  dealt  in  money  for  profit.  He  wished 
to  be  distinctly  understood  in  this  argument — from 
which  he  defied  the  gentleman  to  escape — that, 
whether  it  be  an  institution  of  law  by  act  of  cor- 
poration, or  by  organization,  such  as  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  Treasury  Department — 
if  it  exercised  the  above  powers,  it  must  be  an  insti- 
tution of  law,  in  whatever  form  created,  which  is  a 
moneyed  institution  dealing  in  money  for  profit. 

The  present  treasury  system  was  a  bank  under 
that  definition. 


The  aet  of  1 789,  whlchprganized  the  Treasurjf  De« 
partment,  and  made  the  Treasurer  of  the  Unitri 
States  the  keeper  of  the  public  moneys — which  cre- 
ated the  receivers  and  disbursing  agents  officers  of 
the  Governoieiit — was  an  institution  of  law,  not 
by  act  of  incorporation,  but  by  organizatioiL 
Ttiere  Wzu  a  moneyed  tnslitation;  and,  secondly,  it 
was  an  institution  which  dealt  in  money  for  the 
sake  of  profit.  Was  it  not  notorious  that,  undsr 
every  aid  ministration  of  the  Government,  froa 
General  Washington^  to  this  day,  under  every 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  e^ery  month  and 
week,  the  Government  had  bought  and  sold  bills  of 
exchange  Tor  the  transfer  of  the  public  money,  and 
as  often  getting  a  premium  as  paying  it?  More* 
over,  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  paying  foreign  am- 
bassadors, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  pay- 
ing theofficersof  the  navy  abroad  on  foreign  service, 
had  to  buy  bills  of  exchange.  Mr.  Woodbury 
himself,  the  great  advocate  of  Uie  independent  treas- 
ury, had  done  it.  But  this  was  a  Tcry  minute 
view  of  the  scope  of  profit  and  loss  in  which  the 
Treasury  had  been  engaged.  He  begged  leave  to 
call  the  gentleman^  attention  to  a  much  broads 
system  of  profit  and  loss,  in  wliich  the  Treasury 
dealt  under  the  act  of  1789.  Why,  the  whole  book 
of  profit  and  loss  was  before  them  in  the  case  be- 
fore the  House.  How  should  the  public  monef 
be  best  collected  and  kepil  Why,  there  was  profit 
in  the  idea  of  preventing  loss.  How  should  the 
Government  collect  its  dues  in  the  most  Tsluable 
funds?  There  was  positively  the  idea  of  gaia. 
How  should  it  be  kept  ia  the  safest  manner?  How 
disburse  it  in  the  most  profitable  way?  Why,  ia 
disbursing,  the  Government  would  avail  itself  of 
that  system  which  paid  no  discount,  but  made  a 
profit.  Not  only  the  act  of  1781,  but  the 
Treasury  itself,  according  to  that  definition,  was  i 
bank — a  moneyed  institution,  dealing  in  money  for 
profit.  The  collectors,  receivers ,  and  especiallj 
one  body  of  ofiSicers  created  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  constituted  a  bank,  if  tUs  idea  was  cor- 
rect. To  show  how  utterly  fallacious  was  thii 
definition  of  a  bank,  he  would  ask  what  the  gen- 
tleman would  make  of  the  commissioner  of  loans 
sent  to  obtain  a  loan  at  a  premium  if  be  could  fet 
it,  or  at  the  lowest  discount?  Did  not  the  gentle- 
man see  that  this  definition  of  a  bank  would  aot 
bear  the  test?  He  defied  the  gentleman  to  create 
or  define,  in  fancy  or  in  fact,  an  institution  which 
should  have  the  power  oC  finance  and  the  power  of 
the  currency — the  power  of  disbursing  and  the 
power  of  creating  a  currency — without  having  the 
nature  of  a  bank.  This  was  reducing  the  gentk- 
mao's  argument  at  once  to  the  argvmtnlmn  U 
akswrdwn.     What,    then,    was    the    distincUoi? 

The  gentleman  had  very  truly  said  that  a  bask 
might  be  incorporated,  or  not;  one^^f  deposite  or  of 
issue,  or  not;  of  loan  and  discount,  or  not;  that  is 
might  be  a  sole,  or  joint,  d^c,  Ac.  Now  he  wovld 
ask  the  gentleman  if  every  private  individual  was 
a  banker,  who,  merely  for  the  ordinary  tranea^ 
tions  of  life,  borrowed  money,  or  lent  money, 
or  who  took  a  discount,  or  shaved  or  exacted  a 
premium  when  he  sold  a  bill  of  exchange?  Ce^ 
tainly  not;  and  yet  the  same  individual  who  did  all 
these  things,  neither  more  nor  less,  under  a  differ- 
ent aspect,  without  an  act  of  incorporation,  or  with 
it,  was  called  a  banker;  and  why?  Because  the 
name  of  banker  depended  not  only  upon  the  na- 
ture of  his  business,  but  upon  his  profession;  and 
if  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  time,  he  could  produce  aa 
abundance  of  authorities  to  prove  the  troth  of  the 
position.  I  may  (said  Mr.  W.)  lend  my  friend 
from  Indiana  a  thousand  dollars;  and  may  sell  him 
a  bill  of  exchange,  and  I  may  not  be  a  banker. 
Though  I  may  i^sue  to  him  a  bill  of  credit;  though 
i  may  discoant  his  note;  though  I  may  exact  a  pre- 
mium from  him;  and  even  though  I  may  perfona 
one  of  the  modern  functions  of  a  bank— defraud 
him, — ^yet  all  that  will  not  constitute  me  a  banker. 
But  in  a  land  where  nnlicenssd  banking  is  tol- 
erated—as It  was  in  Virginia,  till  it  was  suppressed 
and  punished  by  law— if  I  set  up  my  sign  as  a 
banker  and  broker,  profess  to  deal  in  the  business 
of  banking,  discount,  and  deposits-^to  deal  in 
money  for  profit;  then  not  oaly  the  nature  of  my 
business,  but  my  profession  constitutes  me  a 
banker.    As  long  as  lam  a  private  indivtdiial| 
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not  held  to  ibe  oommon  law  asages,  which  are 
binding  on  bankers  and  nobody  else — ^as  long  as  I 
do  not  profesB  mjself  lo  be  a  banker,  al!  the  coarts 
of  jostiee  in  the  world  will  not  treat  me  as  sacb; 
will  not  exact  the  common  costoms  of  a  bank, 
(the  three  days  c{  grace,  for  ejtamplc,)  and 
will  not  allow  me  the  privileges  of  one.  8o 
it  was  (Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say)  wiih  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  Government  had  to  deal  with  all— 
the  poore>t,  as  well  as  the  richest.  It  was  no 
banker,  bnt  stilt,  as  a  private  individual  most  do, 
it  had  to  collect  money  to  pay  its  debts,  to  keep 
nooeyy  and  disborpe  money.  So  long  as  it  was 
ezeicising  the  powers  vested  in  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion over  the  finances  and  the  cnrrency,  it  was  no 
bank;  bnt  the  moment  it  stepped  beyond  the  power 
of  the  Constitotion — beyond  the  power  of  the  cnr- 
reney,  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  the 
power  to  create  a  circnlatiog  medium  in  such 
form  that  the  collections  and  disbursements  of 
the  Government  night  be  safely  made, — ihe  mo- 
mem  it  transcended  that  power,  collaterally  or  di- 
rectly, incidentally  or  positively,  and  performed 
the  business  of  disconni  and  exchange,  dealing  in 
money  for  the  sake  of  profit  alone, — then ^ and  not 
till  then,  it  was  a  bank.  The  proposition,  then, 
with  which  he  met  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  was,  that  the  mere  custody  aod 
control  of  the  public  money  would  not  constitute  a 
bank.  If  it  did,  then  the  gpotleman  could  not 
escape.  Would  he  maintain  the  proposition 
that  they  were  obliged  to  create  a  joint- stock 
eompany,  or  obliged  to  create  a  bank?  One 
or  the  other:  let  the  gentleman  lal^e  that  position. 
Yes,  let  him  take  that  p<  siiion,  that  there  must 
either  be  an  incorporation  of  private  individuals, 
which  would  not  be  a  Government  bank,  or  an  in- 
stitotion  of  the  Government;  and  what  did  he 
arrive  at  then?  And  what  was  the  difference  be- 
tween ft  Government  bank  and  a  national  bank, 
in  common  pi|rlance7  A  Government  bank  was 
for  the  par  pose  of  the  collection,  safekeeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money  for 
public  purposes,  and  to  regulate  the  circulating 
medium,  so  as  to  make  taxes  unifurm,  and  both  ih« 
people  and  the  Ghvernment  safe.  And  what  was 
the  difference  between  such  a  bank  and  a  national 
banki  The  first  difference  was  a  constiioiional  dif* 
ference.  The  next  was,  that  the  Governmeot  bank 
was  for  Government  purposes  alone;  but  a  nation- 
al bank  was  not  only  for  national  purposes,  but  for 
individual  profit.  A  national  bank  was  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  collection,  safekeeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys; 
nor  was  it  necessarily  connected  with  the  circu- 
lating medium.  But  further — and  this  was  an  im- 
portant difference,  to  which  he  wi»hed  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mar* 
sflALL,]  and  those  gentlemen  who  objected  to  the 
assent  and  dissent  principle — the  national  bank 
project  would  delegate  the  great  power  over  the 
finances  and  the  currency  to  a  company  con- 
sisting of  a  president  and  nine  directors.  If, 
then,  they  created  a  national  bank,  they  yield- 
^  the  sovereign  power  and  the-  control  of  the 
institution,  which  would  wield  the  great  govern 
ment  power  over  tbe  currency  and  the  finances 
to  a  board  of  director?,  which  stood  as  6  to  3  sgainst 
the  Government.  It  w.ts  net  left  to  the  courtesy  of 
tbe  States  tu  assent  to  the  exchequer  or  not,  for  fix 
directors  would  pos.^e$s  sovereign  power — six  di- 
rectors of  individual  stcckholders.  What  became, 
then,  of  the  areument  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Kentucky?  [Mr.  MxasnA IX  ]  But  when  (he  ex- 
chequer was  esiabli&h«d,  or  the  odious  and  de* 
nouLced  sub  treasury  was  restored, all  would  admit 
that  it  was  a  Government  power — that  it  was  the 
power  of  the  Constitnlion  exercised  according  to 
the  legislative  will.  If,  however,  gentlemen  would  . 
object  to  ihf*  pi inciple  of  absent  and  dissent  on  the  * 
part  of  the  States,  they  ought  by  all  means  to  object 
to  tbe  creation  of  a  national  bank;  for  the  reason 


that  it  would  give  to  six  individuals,  and  not  to 
sovereign  Stales,  that  were  a  part  of  the  federal  com- 
pact, the  great  power  of  assent  or  dissent.  And  it 
was  not  only  a  one-third  power,  but  there  was  a 
perpetuity  of  power,  nnrepealable  for  the  duration 
of  the  charier  of  the  national  bank.  That  was  a 
fourth  difference  between  a  (Government  bank  and 
a  national  bank.  A  Government  bank  was  always 
under  the  command  of  the  Government,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  will  of  the  people;  but  a  national  bank 
embraced  in  its  first  idea  an  act  of  incorporation, 
which  contained  in  it  the  sound  doctrine  of  vested 
rights,  which  made  it  intact  for  tbe  time  of  its  crea- 
tion, however  objectionable  it  might  be. 

He  next  proceeded  to  defend  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  (he  said)  did  not,  for  the  first  time,  at 
Faneutl  Hail,  avow  his  renunciation  of  a  bank  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  understood  to  assume 
that  Mr.  Webster  made  such  a  declaration  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  in  1836  What,  then, 
was  the  issue  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky — (he  great  master 
and  the  great  pupil?  The  issue  was  this:  If  (hey 
could  not  create  an  incorporation  of  ves(ed  rightsr, 
delegating  to  a  two-thirds  directory  the  power  over 
the  finances  and  the  currency,  should  they  abandon 
the  power  and  the  custody  entirely,  and  leave  the 
public  moneys  unguarded,  as  at  presem?  That 
was  what  was  preposed  by  the  chairman  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  his  report, 
which  would  leave  everything  to  executive  discre- 
tion and  executive  power.  And  (he  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  would  have  no  Government  bank, 
for  he  would  rather  hav^  the  present  system,  which, 
according  to  his  argument,  was  itself  a  Govern- 
ment bank;  so  that  he  was  in  a  position  that  was  a 
little  more  unnatural  than  tbe  one  in  which  be  said 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  was  placed. 

The  honorable  gentleman  continued  to  comment 
on  (he  remarks  of  (be  gendeman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  MiasHALL]  until  the  expiration  of  his  hour 
brought  him  (o  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  next  addressed  the  House. 
He  deemed  it  proper  that  he  should  reply  to  some 
of  the  positions  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  (he 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  from  which  he 
dissented;  although,  so  far  as  iheir  resolution  was 
concerned,  it  had  his  decided  approval.  It  ap- 
peared, from  the  general  course  of  the  debate,  that 
the  majority  cf  the  Whig  party  objected  to  a  Gov- 
ernment bank,  whilst  the  other  portion  objected  to 
a  United  States  bank.  The  whole  tenor  of  (he 
report  of  the  committee  indicated  a  preference  for 
the  independent  treasury  over  any  o(her  system, 
except  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  From  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he 
should  infer  that  that  gentleman  preferred  ihe  in- 
dependeht  treasury  to  any  system,  except  a  Gov- 
ernment bank.  Now,  he  thought  ibese several  di- 
visions of  the  Whig  party  were  correct  hi  their  oh* 
jec (ions— one  to  a  Government  bank,  aitd  tbe  other 
to  a  United  States  bank. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  know  if  (he  gentleman 
understood  him  (Mr.  W.)  as  having  advocated 
a  Government  bank. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  did  understand  (he 
gentleman  as  having  advocated  what  he  (Mr.  A.) 
considered  a  Government  bank. 

These  objections  to  a  Government  bank,  which 
were  urged  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  wro!d,  he  was  of  the  opinion, 
apply  with  equal  force  to  a  United  States  bank. 
What  were  they?  He  referred  to  tbe  12.h  page 
of  (he  commilttt's  report,  where  the  objection  was 
raised  thai  it  would  give  an  undue  control  over  ibe 
State  banks.  Tbe  report  said:  "  It  is  true  that, 
by  the  exchequer  plan,  the  bills  of  specie-paying 
banks  are  receivable  for  public  dues;  but  it  n*ust 
^  be  borne  in  mind,  (hat  it  is  made  the  imperadve 
duty  of  the  agent  receiving  (hem  to  .••ettle  with  tbe 
banks  weekly;  and  this  settlement  can  have  no 
other  object  than  to  draw  out  the  amount  in  specie. 


•  •  •  •    But,  by  the  exchequer 

plan,  large  additions  are  invited  for  deposites  and 
drafts  sold;  and  al  received  for  pnblic  dues  and 
drafts  sold  goes  into  the  hands  of  the  exchequer 
agent,  who  has  the  power  to  favor  a  petted  institu- 
tion, by  payingoQt  its  bills  during  the  week,  and 
to  crush  an  obnoxious  one,  by  demandina  tbe  fpe- 
cie  on  all  its  bills.  This  may  be  k  most  dangeroos 
political  power,  which  may  be  brought  to  bear 
with  tremendous  effect  upon  the  various  banks 
throughout  the  country,  and  is,  in  this  respect,  far 
more  dangerous  than  the  sub-treasury.*^  Now,  he 
asked,  how  would  this  danger  be  lessened  by  con* 
fiding  these  powers  to  the  hands  of  an  irresponsible 
money  corporation?  Would  any  of  the  evils  be 
taken  away,  by  placing  those  powers  in  the  hands 
I  of  a  corporation  governed  by  men  whose  object 
would  be  to  subserve  their  own  exdusife  interest- 
men  not  selected  by,  and  responsible  (o,  tbe  people — 
an'l  who  have  no  ambtdon  to  perform  their  trusts 
faithfully?  He  thought  that  it  must  be  admitted 
the  power  thus  spoken  of  by  the  committee  would 
be  equally  dangerous  in  the  hand  of  a  moreyed  cor- 
poration.    , 

Again:  on  (he  lOlh  page  of  the  report  the  com- 
mittee said:**  We  have  deplorable  evidences  of  this, 
m  tbe  numerous  defaulters  to  the  Government, 
and  the  scarcely  leas  numerou!^  Instances  of  bank 
officers,  ae(ing  under  the  immediate  eye  of  those 
interested,  who  have  embezzled  the  funds  which 
they  were  paid  to  guard."  Here  was  an  admis- 
sion that  bank  ofi&cers  wera  not  to  be  trusiedl 
Did  not,  be  would  ask,  the  fact  apply  with  equal 
force  to  the  ofilcers  of  a  bank  created  with  Gov- 
ernment? In  the  same  page  (10)  the  committee 
further  said:  **AI1  (hese  facts  lead  to  but  one  con- 
clusion, and  that  seems  irresis'ible:  which  is,  that 
the  Government  ought  not  to  engage  in  banking, 
but  that  that  should  be  left  to  private  corporations 
or  companies,  which  may  be  effectually  res(raiL-ed 
in  their  issues  by  penal  laws,  lot  the  violation  of 
which  they  may  be  made  amenable  to  the  courts. 
Certainly  nothing  short  of  this  can  fpreaent  exces- 
sive issues,  or  insure  prompt  redemption;  and 
even  this  has  not  always  effected  that  object.  Mr. 
Ricardo,  an  eminent  writer  on  this  subject,  says: 
'Experience,  however,  shows  that  neither  a  State 
nor  a  bank  ever  has  bad  tbe  unres(ricted  power  of 
issuirg  paper  money,  without  abusing  that  power. 
In  all  States,  therefore,  (he  isbue  of  pajrer  money 
ought  to  be  under  some  check  or  control.*  As  you 
cannot  check  or  control  Congress  on  this  subject, 
it  would  follow  that  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to  ex- 
ercise this  power.^'  Now,  what  he  would  remark 
was,  that  this  power  was  as  liable  to  abuse  in  the 
bands  of  a  corporation,  as  by  the  Government 
itself.  It  was,  in  fact,  (he  interest  of  individaalj 
owning  corporations  which  ever  prompted  to  over^ 
issues. 

*  In  speaking  of  defalcations  by  ofllcers  and 
agents,  the  committee  said:  ''This  is  the  hazard 
with  an  honest  agent.  But  suppose  the  exchequer 
agent  dishonest.  Suppose  him  a  warm  political 
partisan:  might  not  these  favors  be  dealt  ont  to 
political  friends,  and  denied  to  political  enemies? 
Or  suppose  money  is  wanted  to  corrupt  the  fonn- 
tainsof  the  elective  power,  or  carry  some  great  politi- 
cal contest:— how  easy  would  it  be  for  a  dishonest 
and  pliant  exchequer  agent  to  buy  the  drafts  of 
some  irresponsible  political  friend,  and  thus  pour 
out  the  national  treasury  for  tbe  basest  of  pur- 
poses I" 

He  asked,  were  the  dangers  here  spoken  of  like- 
ly to  be'  lessened  by  confiding  the  public  money  to 
an  immense  corporation?  Did  not  the  history  of 
the  late  United  States  Bank  show  ibat  the  pnblic 
money  was  constancy  used  for  the  furtherance  of 
political  purposes?  Surely,  if  such  an  ol  jection  as 
has  been  here  urged  by  the  committee  applied  to 
the  exchequer,  it  applied  with  much  greater  force 
(0  an  irresponsible  corporation.  It  had  been  well 
remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Missachuaetls, 
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[Mr.  WintbbofJ  who  addressed  the  House  on 
yesterday,  that  distrust  wasr  the  provatilils^  senti- 
ment of  this  report.  It  mnst  be  considered  that 
this  was  a  Goyemment  of  limited  powers,  and  the 
theory  of  which  was  to  trast  its  agents  with  no 
more  pow^r  than  was  absolutely  necessary.  It  was 
essentially  a  Goyemment  of  limited  powers,  and  the 
people  had  reserved  to  themseWes  all  which  were 
not  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  it  on.  *  What  had 
the  Hoase  heard  from  the  gentleman  from  New 
York?  [Mr.  BAamRD.]  Why,  that  there  was  a 
compeiency  in  the  Constimtion  for  the  adoption  of 
the  excbeqaer,  so^ar  as  it  related  to  the  safekeep- 
ins;  and  disbnrsement  ol  the  public  money,  but  not 
sous  reg^rd^  its  provisions  for  depositing  and  for 
the  rfguIatioQ  of  commercial  exchanges.  There 
was  also,  according  to  the  gentleman,  a  competency 
for  the  adoption  of  the  snb-treasary.  Now,  if  it  was 
not  competent  for  the  Government  to  deal  in  ex- 
changes— if  the  Constitntion  gave  no  such  power, 
howcinid  such  a  power  be  delegated  to  a  corpora- 
tion? Congress  could  not  delegate  what  it  did  not 
po^ypss.  Therefore,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnard]  overthrew  all  ar- 
giioient  which  might  be  derived  from  the  Constitu- 
iim  in  favor  of  the  power  to  establish  a  bank  of 
the  United  States. 

But  it  was  formerly  urged  its  a  great  objection 
to  I  he  ^ubt-reasnry,  that  it  failed  to  exercise  the 
power  granted  to  Congress — of  regulating  the  cnr- 
rwcy.  What  was  a  legal  currency t  Gold  and 
silver  were  recognised  by  the  Constitution  as  the 
lefial  currency  of  the  country;  and  the  resolution  of 
1816  also  recognised  it  'as  sncb;  although,  at  the 
same  time,  it  proyided  that  the  notes  of  the  United 
S^BXea  Bank  should  be  a  legal  tender.  If  Congress 
was  bound  to  provide  a  currency,  of  course  tbey 
most  provide  one  which  is  legal;  and  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver  was  recognised  in  the  Constitution 
as  such.  The  surest  way  of  regulating  exchanges,  (if 
anything  could  be  done  incidentally  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  that  purpose,)  was  by  enacting  a  law  provi- 
ding for  the  entire  ooUeetion  and  disbnrsement  of  the 
pctblic  revenues  in  gold  and  silver.  But  even  if  there 
were  a  power  in  the  Government  to  regulate  ex« 
changes,  its  interference  wonld,  he  imagined,  be  at- 
tend^ only  with  mischief.  The  Government,  prop* 
eriy ,  had  nothing  to  do  with  such  matters.  Exchanges 
shoQld  be  regulated  by  the  course  of  trade;  and  it 
wonld  be  as  reasonable  to  contend  that  the  Gov- 
ernment shonld  regnlate  the  price  or  the  freight  of 
merchandise.  Gentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  watch- 
ful eye  of  self-interest  to  regnlate  the  banks :  why 
not  leave  exchanges  to  be  regulated  by  it  also? 
When  gold  and  silver  are  the  currency,  the  rate  of 
exchange  can  never  exceed  the  price  of  trahsporta- 
tion.  If  a  bank  on  one  sida  of  the  street  redeems 
its  notes,  whilst  another  on  the  opposite  side  does 
not,  the  difference  between  the  notes  of  the  two  is 
as  much  the  rate  of  exchange  as  if  the  two  banks 
were  in  different  sections  of  tiie  country  Why 
Bhonld  the  Government  any  more  undertake  to  reg- 
ulate the  price  of  exchange  than  the  price  of  pro- 
vision^ He  illustrated  this  position  by  several  ex- 
amples, and  concluded  that  any  interference  by  the 
Govern  »ent  in  such  a  matter  would  be  vain  and 
idle — would  defeat  its  own  ends— and,  so  far  from 
being  beneficial,  woald  be  disadvantageous,  to  com- 
merce. 

The  Constitution,  as  he  had  said,  fixed  the  sUnd- 
ard  of  value— gold  and  stiver  only.  All  acknowl- 
edged it  was  desirable  that  more  gold  and  silver 
Fhoold  circulate  in  the  community.  [Mr.  Barnard 
shook  his  head.]  As  the  gentleman  had  shaken 
his  head,  he  would  read  a  few  extracts  from  what 
was  said  by  a  man  who,  he  presumed,  was  very 
good  authority  with  the  gentleman.  He  read  from 
the  message  of  Governor  John  Davis  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  in  1634. 

'Then  if  doubU«B  a  diflvrmca  of  opioion  u  to  (Ae  caiwM 
which  produce  the  great  TacillatkHM  in  the  monev  market  At 
one  time,  the  prenalum  on  capital  falle  below  the  legal  rate  of 
imereat;  at  another,  money  canecarcelybehadonany  terme. 
There  can,  howoTer,  l>e  little  doubt  that  the  email  quaniiiy  of 
•oteit  in  circulation  ie  one  of  the  canaee  tending  to  produce 
tneee  diiaatrous  flnctoationa.  If  a  panic  should  selxe  the  pub- 
lic, ifdMtniet  should  oTervhadow  our  baoke  but  for  a  day,  all 
p^mente  In  specie  would  cease;  for  the  funds  on  hand  do  not 
amount  to  one-twelAh  of  the  bills  in  circulation,  and  those  de* 
positce  they  are  bound  to  pay  on  demand.  This  dispropor* 
Upn  between  specie  and  paper  cannot  be  materially  increased. 
If  the  quantity  of  specie  is  dlmlnMied|  (he  paper  diculaUon 


must  be  Qoitalled.  If  it  is  increased,  the  paper  may  also 
be  increased.  Tiie  paper,  theiefore,  Huctuatea  as  its  basis 
changes. »»  *  .  .       jj 

"The  disastrous  fluctuations  which  we  experjence  (he  adds 
in  1834)  are  to  some  extent  to  be  imputed  to  the  fluctaaUons  Id 
8pecie,.(meaninf  in  amount,  not  in  value;)  and  the  smaller  the 
amount  of  specie  in  the  country,  the  more  likely  they  are  to 
occur.  The  most  obvious  remedy,  therefore,  against  (he  recur- 
rence of  this  calamity,  and  the  most  certain  method  of  saving 
the  active  industry  of  the  country  from  the  devouring  vortex 
of  this  almost  periodical  dlsaeter,  which  comes  of  curtailing 
discounts,  is  to  increase,  bv  some  Judicious  regulations,  the 
quantity  of  specie  in  circulation  to  such  an  extent  that  these 
oecMriooal  dialneshall  no>  curtail  the  circulating  medium  so  as 
to  produce  such  consequences.  If  the  circulation  of  small  bills 
bad  never  been  permitted,  but  their  placee  had  been  supplied 
with  specie,  the  quantity  now  fn  circulation  would  be  laig^ 
and  would  greatly  strengthen  the  confidence  of.  the  public  and 
the  ability  of  the  banks,  as  it  would  flow  in  to  supply  the  place 
of  that  drahied  ofl;  and  thus  snpersede,  to  a  great  extent!  the 
occasion  for  these  forced  curtailments  of  discounts  which  al* 
ways  prove  injurious  to  the  public.  The  Suites  which  have 
adopted  this  couFM.  are  best  supplied  with  specie;  and  if  the 
whole  country  could  be  prevailed  on  to  suppress  small  bills, 
great  relief  would  be  realised  from  it." 

"Experience  has  long  since  proved  that  a  metallic  currency 
is  least  liable  to  fluctuations,  and  therefore  best  adapted  to  the 

{)Drpose  for  which  it  is  designed;  and  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  eer- 
iest opportunity  will  lie  seized  to  return  to  it— so  far,  at  leaiL 
as  to  rectify  the  jjresent  credit  system  of  paper  currency,  and 
preventjfts  pernicious  fluctuations." 

"Fluctuations  visit  all  who  have  property,  and  all  who  work 
to  acquire  it,  with  injury,  and  compel  tbem  to  submit  to  severe 
sacrinces.  What  ie  calltd  a  scarcity  ef  money^  only  meant 
tfuCt  the  banks  do  not  diacount." 

The  gentleman  from  Olf  assacbasetts  [Mr.  Cosh- 
mo]  bad  well  mentioned,  among  the  iobereni  evils 
of  pap«r  money,  its  expansibility,  which  brought 
periodical  ruin,  disaster,  and  distress.  Should  ibe 
Government,  then,  increase  and  promote  this  evil, 
by  issuing  Government  paper  by  a  Gk>verDmeQt 
'  bank,  or  indirectly  through  the  agency  of  a  United 
Stales  bank?  Was  it  possible  to  remedy  the  evil 
of  expansion,  by  increasing  the  amount  of  the  pa- 
per volnme?  Would  not  such  a  course  be  only 
adding  fuel  to  the  flame?  And  if  it  was  proposed 
by  a  bank  of  the  United  States  to  regulate  the 
issnts  of  other  banks,  history  proved  that  such  a 
purpose  could  not  be  so  accomplished.  History 
and  experience  showed  that  the  banks  nearest  and 
most  under  the  infinence  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
were  the  first  to  suspend;  whilst  those  remotely 
situated  from  that  institution  held  ont  longest,  and 
were  the  last  to  cease  payiog  specie.  If  it  was  ex- 
pected to  check  these  overissues  of  banks  by  law, 
such  an  idea  could  not  be  carried  out,  because  it 
went  counter  to  all  experience  of  the  past.  What 
bad  been  the  history  of  the  banking  system?  Did 
not  observation  tell  us  that  banks  could  not  be  re- 
stricted by  law?  The  zeal,  and  influence,  and  the 
untiring  energy  of  interested  individuals  were  en- 
tirely too  strong  for  the  law.  They  bad  heretofore 
set  all  law  at  defiance.  Tbey  had  applied  to  State 
Legislatures  to  give  them  authority  to  suspend 
specie  payments,  and  then  called  it  giving  relief  to 
the  community— giving  relief  by  issuing  more 
of  their  irredeemable  paper ! 
And  as  to  the  watchful  tyvk  of  self-interest,  which, 
it  was  said,  were  so  important  in  the  prevention  of 
the  abuses  of  banking,  had  they  not  been  shown  to 
be  utterly  unavailing?  Had  ii  not  been  shown  to 
be  powerless,  in  all  that  they  had  beard  of  the  sus- 
pensions and  frauds  committed  on  the  stockholders 
and  the  public?  And  what  bad  availed  the  power 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States?  It  had  proved  to 
be  utterly  useless,  as  was  lately  found  to  be  the 
case  with  regard  to  a  bank  in  Massachusetts.  The 
Legislature  of  that  State  passed  a  law  to  provide 
for  inspections  of  the  banks  of  that  State;  and  the 
law  had  proved  to  be  so  perfectly  useless,  that  the 
present  Governor,  in  his  message,  recommended 
its  repeal. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  re- 
marks which  he  bad  made  to  the  House,  bad  not 
asserted  that  the  result  of  the  late  presidential  elec- 
tion bad  been  an  affirmative  decision  upon  the 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  bank 
of  the  Ublied  States.  He  wonld  ask  the  gentle- 
man whether,  in  the  result  of  that  election,  the 
people  bad  manifested  their  approbation  of  the  ex- 
chequer plan.  And  he  would  ask  whether,  if  the 
qoeetion  were  now  put  to  the  people  of  this  coon- 
try  whether  they  would  have  a  bank  of  the  United 
States  or  an  independent  treasury,  be  believed  that 
they  would  dfci'!e  in  favor  of  a  bank.  No,  sir; 
be  would  not  say  so.  What  did  they  hear  from 
the  gentleman  from  Termoni?  That  the  objection 
urged  against  this  scheme  was,  that  it  was  a  Gov- 


ernment bank.  This  being  the  case,  the  issae  wu 
now  given  up.  It  was  given  up  in  the  report  of 
the  Ck>mmittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  If  It  had 
been  rendered  unpopular  on  account  of  a  aisiike 
as  to  its  true  character,  arising  from  £^  ifflpnit- 
tions  which  had  been  cast  upon  it,  what  did  the  k- 
sttlt  prove?  Not  that  the  people  condemned  the 
independent-treaaury  scheme,  bat  that  they  eoa- 
demned  the  scheme  of  a  Government  bank.  To 
show  that  he  had  not  misstated  the  report,  he 
wonld  read  the  following  passage : 

*These  banking  powers,  thns  conferred  upon  the  ezebeqw, 
for  the  purpose  of  furoishing  a  paper  clrraJatioo,  dMofviih 
this  plan  from  that  of  the  sub-treasury." 

They  were  under  the  apprehension  that,  whea 
onre  established,  this  wonld  be  convened  inio  i 
great  Government  bank.  But,  that  thrie  was  no 
reason  for  even  this  apprehension,  was  erideu 
from  various  passages  in  the  report.  Tne  report 
acknowledged  that  the  independent-treasary  pita 
made  it  felony,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprison* 
ment,  for  an  officer  of  that  instil  jtion  to  oseaof 
of  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to  its  keeping. 
They  had,  therefore,  what  had  been  urged  as  the 
main  objection  to  it,  at  once  given  up.  The  obje^ 
tions  fell  to  the  ground;  they  vanished  into  air- 
into  thin  air.  It  had  been  frequently  said,  on  ibat 
floor,  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  tell  what  precise 
i%8ne  was  determined  by  the  late  presidential  cle^ 
tion.  At  any  rate,  be  would  contend,  with  fsreit 
confidence,  that,  whenever  the  sub-treasury  scbene 
was  presented  a*  a  distinct  issue  to  the  people,  ibef 
approved  it  But  it  was  said,  by  a  distingnislKd 
Whig,  on  this  floor,  that  the  election  of  memben 
to  the  popular  branch  of  this  Congress  toned  ap* 
on  their  being  for  or  against  this  scheme. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  gone  o?er 
one  of  the  old  arguments  against  the  independest* 
treasury  scheme;  but,  in  doing  that,  be  had  admit* 
ted  (and  he  thouieht  the  admission  did  great  oedii 
to  bis  candor)  that  the  only  objection  to  the  icheme 
was,  that  it  provided,  after  the  money  was  dppo» 
ited,  that  it  was  under  the  contrel  of  offieenof 
the  Gh)vernnaent,  and  not  ofilcers  of  the  bank.  And 
he  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  tbat,  ainee  die 
foundation  of  the  Government,  except  during  u 
Intel  val  of  one  year,  the  moneys  of  theGoTeca* 
ment  had  always  been  deposited  in.  banks,  litis 
was  during  the  year  in  which  the  independent 
treasury  was  in  operation. 

An  allusion  was  made  in  the  report—4n  order  to 
show  that  the  danger  was  in  intrusting  the  pablie 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  indi viduals^to  the  easeof 
Mr.  Swartwout.  But  this,  he -apprehended,  was 
not  a  ease  which  bore  any  analogy  to  tbat  which 
tbey  were  concidering.  Had  the  independint, 
treasury  scheme  been  in  operation,  Mr.  Swartwoot 
never  could  have  carried  on  faia  frauds  and  depr^ 
dations  upon  the  Government.  This,  then,  for* 
nished  no  argument  against  tha  establishment  of 
an  independent  treasury. 

It  was  stated  in  the  report,  and  bad  been  i^ 
peaied  in  the  House,  that  a  bank  cannot  abscond. 
To  be  sure,  it  coultl  not.  It  had  not  snbstanee 
enough.  It  was  a  thing  altogether  as  impalpable 
as  a  shadow. 

"Like  shadows  they  come,  like  shadows  depart" 

But  conld  not  cashiers— could  not  presidents ab- 
scone?  Did  the  history  of  the  times  show  thadhey 
were  pun?  He  thought  not.  Why  shonld  biolB 
come  in  and  demand  the  use  of  the  public  moDeysb^ 
tween  the  time  of  collection  and  of  disbarsemfni? 
What  right  bad  tbey  to  speculate  with  the  moaej 
of  the  Government?  If  the  right  was  not  to  be 
granted  to  individuals,  why  should  it  be  granted 
to  corporations?  It  appeared  from  documents  be* 
fore  tbem,  tbat  the  loss  had  not  been  one  half  so 
great  nnder  the  operation  of  the  subtreasory 
scheme,  as  it  had  been  by  using  banks  as  deposito- 
ries, and  receiving  depreciated  bank  paper. 

Mr.  McDuffie,  in  a  report  which  he  made  a  fev 
yf  ars  ago  to  the  House  of  Representati? es  on  this 
subject,  stated  that  the  Government  bad  lost  np- 
wards  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  by  taking  depre- 
ciated bank  paper.  What  was  the  eflfeci  upon  ibe 
country  generally  of  the  encouragement  thus giyen 
to  the  circulation  of  bank  paper?  The  very  stim- 
ulus given  to  trade  by  its  means  tends  to  create 
loans;  and  these  loans  go  on  extending,  until  tt 
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Jast'tbe  bobble  bursts;  and,  as  had  been  well  said 
by  a  genileman  en  that  floor,  it  was  upon  the  hard 
hand  and  the  unsuspecting  hesd  of  the  poor  laborer 
that  the  rainfalls.  It  was  a  well  settled  role,  that  the 
price  of  labor  was  the  last  to  rise,  and  the  first  to 
fail.  This  appeared  not  only  from  the  maxims  of 
political  economists,  bat  from  aniversal  history. 
He  begged  leave  to  read  an  f  xtract  from  Thiers's 
History  of  the  French  Reyolation: 

"The  value  of  the  aaaignata  declinin«r  dally  in  proportion  to 
their  local  maai,  it  re<|uired  a  }an;er  and  larger  amoont  lo  pur- 
chaae  tlie  same  qaantitj  of  necesaariee;  and  ihua  ihe  prices 
became  ezceoeive.  The  people,  receiving  only  the  same  nomi» 
nal  value  for  their  labor,  could  no4onger  procure  such  things 
•M  ihejr  needed,  and  vented  themselves  in  complaints  and 
threata.  Bread  wsa  not  the  only  article  theprice  oiwhicb  was 
eoormously  incressed;  that  of  sugar,  coflee,  and  soap  was 
doQbtod.  The  laundresses  had  come  to  the  convention  to 
conaplain  that  they  were  obliged  to  nay  thirty  sous  for  soap, 
which  had  formerly  cost  them  but  fourteen.  To  no  purpose 
were  the  people  tola  to  raise  the  price  of  their  labor,  in  oider  to 
re>eMiblish  the  proponioD  between  their  wages  and  the  articles 
of  ooosumpiioD.  They  could  not  be  brought  to  act  hi  concert 
fnc  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,"  Stc—Thiera't  Hist.  #V. 
i7ev.,  vol,  4,p.441. 

This  single  instance  exhibited  its  operation  in  all 
cases.  There  coald  be  no  combination  among 
laborers  to  raise  the  price  of  labor  aifcording  to  the 
depreciation  in  the  currency. 

On  the  7ib  page  of  the  report  it  was  stated 
that,  "by  the  sub-treasary,  the  Government  only 
risked,  in  the  hands  of  its  officers,  the  amoaDt  of 
money  that  might  be  on  hajid  between  the  time  of 
collection  and  the  time  of  disbnrxement."  This 
was  true,  under  all  systems.  Tbey  were  obliged  to 
employ  collecting  officers  and  di'^bursing  officers, 
and  they  bad  ihe  honesty  of  those  officers  to  assure 
ih^m  against  loss.  And  he  would  here  observe, 
that  it  seemed  to  him  the  argument  that 
corporations  conld  be  trusted,  and  men  could  not, 
was  a  very  unsound  argament.  According 
to  this  supposition,  ihere  must  be  certainly 
something  very  corrupting  in  ihe  cireamstance  of 
holding  office — something  which  tends  to  obliter- 
ate the  moral  feelings.  Gentlemen  t&lked  about  the 
safety  of  ifa^e  public  monejs  when  deposited  in 
banks,  and  that  they  would  be  found  faithful  to 
their  trasis.  Why,  the  Oovernment  was  lefi  pow- 
erless; the  money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  responsible  to  the  people,  end  the  Gfov- 
ernment  was  lefi  prostrate. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  obtained  the  floor,  and  replied 
triefly  to  some  of  the  observations  of  the  gcmle- 
man  from  New  Hampshire.  The  geLtl(?maa  had 
alluded  to  a  report  made  some  yesirs  ago  by  Mr. 
McDoifie,  which  stated  that  the  Government  had 
lost  thirty  millions  of  dolinrs  by  depositing  the  pub- 
lic funds  in  banks.  What  effect  had  this  statement 
upon  the  gentleman  himself,  and  upon  his  party? 
Did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  he  was  to  be  per- 
mitted to  make  use  of  such  arguments;  or 
that  tbey  would  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
repl}7  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to  come  out 
and  avow  himself  in  favor  of  an  indepen- 
dent, old-fashioned  treasur)?  Would  his  par- 
ty agree  to  this?  They  would  not  do  it;  they  dared 
not  do  It.  Why  did  not  the  genileman  tell  them 
something  about  the  working  of  that  old-fashioned 
8ub-trea8ar>7  During  the  whole  time  it  was  in 
operation  in  New  York,  was  there  a  single  dollar 
in  specie  out?  It  was  the  duty  of  the  friends  of  the 
Administration  to  defend  themselves  from  such 
attacks  as  the  gentleman  bad  jusl  made.  How 
many  ndillions  of  treasury  notes  did  the  gentleman 
himself  vote  for,  although  he  was  now  so  vehement 
in  his  denunciations  against  the  issue  of  a  paper 
earteiicy  by  the  Goveinment?  Let  him  answer 
this;  aud"  let  him  show,  too,  that  the  oldfarhioned 
independent  treasury  scheme,  which  he  vaunted  so 
n^od,wa&<free  from  abuses. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  ad- 
dress a  few  words  to  the  Hoase,  in  reference  to  this 
matter. 

An  adjournmeni,  however,  being  desired  by 
sereral  members,  he  yielded  to  a  motion  for  that 
purpose,  and 

Toe  House  adjoorned. 

m  SENATE. 
■  FttiDAY,  January  27,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  commanication  from   the  War  Department, 
trMtmitting  printed  copies  of  the  Official  Army 


Register  for  1843;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  two  memorials  fr»m 
Ypsilanti  and  Jackson,  Michigan,  remonstrating 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  were 
r^fertd  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  joint- resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Delaware,  urging 
upon  C('ngress  the  retrocession  from  the  United 
States,  to  the  State  of  Delaware,  of  the  Peapateh 
Inland. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed  that  the  object  of  the 
reiruoessiou  was  not  that  Delaware  might  retain 
possession  of  the  island;  hot  that  the  title,  which 
bad  been  so  long  litigated,  might  be  settled,  and 
vested  permanently  in  the  United  States.  For  this 
purpose  it  was  necessary  that  the  Supreme  Court 
should  have  original  jurisdiction  over  the  suit  or 
controversy  on  which  the  title  shall  be  tried;— -the 
party  claiming  against  the  United  States  not 
having  assented  to  the  proposition  of  Congress  to 
try  the  title  in  the  State  of  Maryland.  For  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  Supreme  Court  original  ju- 
risdiction of  this  controversy  or  snit,  and  to  obtain 
a  proper  and  conclusive  decision  of  the  title,  it  was 
necessary  to  recede  the  island  to  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware. Mr.  C.  said  the  people  of  Delaware  conld 
not  rest  satisfied  with  the  present  s'ate  of  things — 
the  conflicting  claims  for  jurisdiction  over  the  soil, 
and  the  conflicting  right  of  property.  He  observed 
that  neither  himself  nor  his  eolleague  would  at  that 
time  take  measures  to  carry  into  effect  these  reso- 
lutions, for  tLe  reason  that  an  arrangement  had 
been  entered  inte,  by  which  the  title  would  be  ef- 
fectually and  fairly  adjusted;  and  to  carry  which 
into  f  ffect,  a  bill  has  been  reported  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee.  It  would  not  be  necessary,  there- 
fore, for  his  collesf  oe  and  himself  to  take  any  steps 
then  in  the  matter,  but  await  the  decision  of  Ihe 
Sena'e  on  the  bill,  by  which  the  controversy  would 
be  fairly  arranged  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 
If  the  bill  did  not  pass,  then  they  would  take  some 
steps  in  accordance  with  the  resolnticns  just  pre- 
sented. The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  piinted, 
and  referred  to  the  Jadiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  this  would  be 
joyful  news  to  some  of  bis  constituency — that  the 
States  of  Delaware  and  New  Jersey  were  about  to 
settle  this  long  litigated  qnestion.  For  years  and 
years  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  hid  felt  great 
anxiety  that  the  fortification  which  had  been  com- 
menced on  that  island  should  be  completed;  and 
which  could  not  be  done,  on  account  of  the  dis- 
agreements between  those  two  States. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Washington  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, asking  for  an  immediate,  entire,  and 
unconditional  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  Patrick 
Keon,  of  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  praying 
for  a  modification  in  bis  behalf  of  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
the  town  of  0>wego,  New  York,  praying  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  import  from  Canada  certain 
lumber,  free  of  duty:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

AI>o,  a  petition  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of 
Troy,  New  Yoik,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also,  a  petition  from  a  large  number  of  inhab- 
itants vt  the  county  of  Lenawee,  in  the  State  of 
Michif;an,  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the 
hankropt  law:  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Crmmit- 
tee. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  preiented  a  memorial  from 
the  town  of  Porismouih,  New  Hampshire,  from 
persons  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation,  com- 
plaining of  the  depres'-ed  state  of  those  interests, 
and  attributing  it  to  the  irreciprocal  commercial 
regulations  of- the  United  Staes  with  foreien  pow- 
ers, and  praying  for  such  a  modification  of  those 
regulations,  consistent  with  treaty  stipulations,  as 
will  produce  greater  reciprocity  in  trade:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commercr. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  two  memorials 
from  inhabitanu^  of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsyl- 


▼anfa,  praying  the  adoption  of  the  plan  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive,  for  aboard  of  irxche 
quer,  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  the  beard  of 
trade  of  Philadelphia,  signed  hy  1Vattia9P.  Cope, 
preaident,  aaking  for  an  appropriaAion  for  the  pvr- 
poae  of  completing  the  coast  aanr^y,  which  has 
been  in  a  state  of  progress  forseversi  years;  and 
stating  a  number  of  reasons  why  it  should  be  con- 
tinued.   Also,  eoneludes  with 'a  reqvtst  that  an 
appropriation  be  made  for  a  light-bouse  on  the 
Brandywiae  shoals,  in  the  Delaware.    The  firs 
branch  of  the  memorial  was  reftried  to  the  Cooi 
mitie^  on  Fmanoe,  and  the  latter  to  ihe  Committe 
on  Commerce. 

Mr;  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pension 
made  an  adverse  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  on  the  petitionof  JamenGke  for  a  pen 
sion. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Comoiittee  on  Pensions, 
reported  hack,  with  an  amendment,  the  House  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Esther  Angnr. 

.Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  Tension. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee  reported  a  hill 
for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Polereesky,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KBRR,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of'  Elizabeth  Dawkins,  which 
had  been  reported  unfavorably  upon  by  the  Com- 
mittees on  Pensions,  was  recommitted  to  that  Cod- 
mittee— new  evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  hav- 
ing been  received. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  biUfrom  the  House  for  the  relief 
of  Barent  Striker.  The  bill  was  then  taken  op  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and,  according  to  order,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  LINN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  M.  Shreeve,  and  to  authorize  the 
purchase  of  the  patent  for  his  snrig-heait  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private 
eipresses  on  the  mail  routes,  and  for  the  preven- 
tion of  frauds  on  the  revenue  of  the  Post  O/Boe 
Department,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  mken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  this  was  one  of  a  series  6f 
bills  to  be  reported  to  the  Senate  from  the  Commit- 
tee On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  the 
view  of  correcting  sundry  abuses  which  exist,  and 
of  sundry  frauds  which  are  practised  upon  the  Post 
Office  Department.  The  object  of  the  present  bill 
was  to  make  some  beneficial  and  salutary  pro- 
visions in  relation  to  a  matter  that  was  of  very 
considerable  importance  to  that  department — 
namely,  the  securing  to  it  of  the  legitimate  revenue 
derivable  from  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from 
one  portion  of  the  Union  to  the  other. 

It  was  well  known  to  the  Senate,  that  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  proper  revenue  of  that  depart- 
ment was  abstracted  from  it  by  what  were  called 
private  expresses,  which  had  been  recently  estab- 
lished between  the  more  important  commercial 
cities,  and  by  which  letters  and  other  mailable 
matter  were  conveyed  at  a  rate  of  charge  less  than 
that  which  was  demanded  by  the  Post  Oflicc  De- 
partment; and,  by  charging  less,  although  the  mails 
were  conveyed  daily,  and,  in  many  places,  twice 
every  day,  at  the  expense  of  the  Govemmvnt,  they 
were  obtaining  the  transportation  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  mailable  matter  passing  through 
ihese  routes,  and  con^^equently  abstracting  from 
the  department  a  very  considerable  part  of 
its  legitimate  revenue.  As  the  Pos'  Office 
Department  had  been  established,  and  was 
kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the  Government, 
for  ibe  performance  of  this  service  to  the  public, 
it  was  not  only  proper,  but  absolutely  necessary 
that  it  should  have  a  monopoly  of  the  service,  and 
epjoy  all  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it.  The 
passage  of  tbi<  bill  was  contemplated  by  the  com^ 
inittee  as  a  preparatory  step  to  the  passage  of 
another  important  billfbr  the  reduction  of  the  rat<*« 
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of  postage.  Unless  objections  were  offered  to 
9omeof  the  featnres  of  ibis  bill,  .be  did  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  any  farther 
obserrations. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  said  be  thought  the  pro- 
yisions  of  the  biU  were  carried  to  an  onwarranta* 
ble  extent.  Congress  probably  possessed  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  a  law  of  this  kind;  but  it 
appeared  to  him  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent, 
and  one  which  would  lead  to  the  stretching  of 
the  powers  of  Congress  to  eyery  subject.  Tbe  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  appeared  to  be  to  secure  to  the 
Government  a  mohopoiy  in  the  carrying  of  the 
mails. 

S  J  far  as  the  bill  proposed  to  restrain  indiTiduals 
from  entering  in'o  competition  with  tbe  Go? ern- 
ment,  he  had  no  objection;  but  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  interfere  with  the  public  conveyances, 
and  tp  make  it  penal  for  railroad  cars'and  steam- 
boats to  convey  passengers  who,  they  might  sup* 
pose,  were  engaged  in  carrying  expresses,  he  was 
decidedly  averse  to  its  adoption.  This  was  the 
point  to  which  be  desired  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate. 

They  might  as  well  undertake  to  make  it  penal 
for  one  individual  to  lell  a  horse  to  another,  be- 
caiise  he  might  possibly  use  the  horse  in  the  con- 
veyance of  private  expresses.  They  might  as 
well  make  it  penal  for  an  innkeeper  to  entertain  a 
man,  or  for  the  authorities  of  a  town  to  allow  a 
man  to  pass  throagh  their  town,  if  they  suspected 
that  h  ?  was  carrying  a  private  express.  They  had 
as  go^d  a  right  to  do  the  one  as  the  other.  He  be- 
1  eved,  ordinarily,  railroad  companies  had  no  right 
to  refuse  to  carry  a  passenger  who  tendered  his 
passage  money,  and  who  did  nothing  that  was  ex- 
ceptionable. They  were  liable  to  damsges  if  they 
should  refuse;  and  yet  it  was  here  proposed  to 
make  them  a  sort  of  agent  of  the  Government,  to 
{secure  the  monopoly  sought  for  by  the  Post  Office 
Department.  There  would  be  no  limit  to  this  sort 
of  legislation  if  it  were  once  commenced.  It 
seemed  to  him  an  undue  assumption  of  power  on 
tlfe  part  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  would  be  as  unwilling 
as  any  one  to  do  an  act  which  would  involve  tbe 
Congress  of  the  United  States  in  ai^  unconstitu- 
tional proceeding.  But  it  seemed  to  him  that,  in 
this  case,  there  was  no  just  ground  for  tbe  gentle- 
man'^ apprehensions.  It  being  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  Post  Office  Department  should  be 
sustained,  it  was  the  imperious  duty  of  Congress 
to  pa9s  all  such  laws  as  were  necessary  to  effect 
/this  object.  The  evil  which  they  proposed  to 
remedy  was  one  which  struck  at  tbe  very  exist- 
ence of  that  department:  he  meant  tbe  sources  of 
iis  existeace^its  revenue.  They  must,  therefore, 
legislate  so  as  to  secure  a  sufficient  return,  in  mo- 
ney, from  the  people  whom  tbe  department  served, 
to  defray  its  expenses.  This  was  tbe  whole  scope 
and  object  of  this  bill.  He  begged  the  honorable 
Senator's  attention  to  the  phraseology  of  the  bill. 
The  penalty  was  to  be  imposed  only  in  cases  where 
the  conductors  of  railroads,  &£.,  Imowingly  trans- 
ported any  individual  engaged  in  carrying  private 
expresses,  in  violation  of  the  law;  and  leaving  it 
entirely  free,  where  no  compensation  was  de- 
manded, for  individuals  to  act  in  the  matter  as  they 
pleased.  Tbe  whole  object  of  the  bill  was  to  put 
down,  with  as  little  inconvenience  as  possible  to 
citizens  generally,  the  evil  of  permitting  private 
expre5se8  to  be  employed  to  tbe  prejudice  of  the 
Post  Office  Department. 

The  further  consideration  of  .this  subject  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  postponed,  for  (be  purpose 
of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order  of  the  day. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  which  still  continues  the 
8pe(;ial  order,  came  up,  and  the  debate  on  the 
question  of  its  passage  was  resumed  from  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

JSis  objections  were  chiefly:  First,  that  the  pro- 
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vision  undertaking  to  make  a  future  grant  of  lands 
to  setlters,  is  in  contravention  of  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  existing  treaty  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  that  of  Great  Britain;  next,  that  it  is 
an  inexpedient  and  impolitic  time  to  legislate  upon 
tbe  subject  at  all;  and,  lastly,  that  this  bill,  under 
existing  circumstances,  is  an  injudicious  interrup- 
ion  or  interference  with  the  constitutional  prerog- 
ative of  tbe  executive  department,  which  has  noti- 
fied Congress  that  a  negotiation  is  pending  in  rela- 
tion to  tMs  sobjeci. 

He  agreed  with  those  Senators  who  held  that  the 
provision  guarantying  to  settlers  a  grant  of  land 
would  be  an  infraction  of  the  treaty.  He  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn,] not  only  in  his  opposition  to  that 
provision,  but  also  in  regard  to  the  inex- 
pediency, under  existing  circumstances,  of  at- 
tempting to  carry  out  other  provisions  of  the 
bill.  With  most  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  other 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  he  also  concurred, 
though  he  was  not  disposed  to  undervalue  the  im- 
portance to  our  commerce  of  our  right  to  the  terri- 
tory, or  tbe  advantages  which  we  might  derive 
from  its  occupation  and  settlement.  But,  taking 
the  subject  in  all  its  bearings  into  consideration,  he 
could  not  but  believe  that  he  subserved  the  inter- 
ests of  this  country  best  by  giving  his  vote  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

He  bad  every  confidence  in  the  purity  of  motive 
and  patriotism  of  the  gentlemen  who  advocated 
the  bill;  and  participating  with  them,  ^s  he  did,  in 
the  national  feelings  which  excited  their  zeal,  be 
could  make  ample  allowance  for  the  construction 
which  their  minds  had  been  led  to  give  to  tbe  treaty 
of  1818,  and  its  renewal  in  1827.    This  national 
feeling,  however,  be  conceived  had  carried  them 
too  far.    He  had  given  the  subject  a  calm  and  dis- 
passionate consideration;  and  tbe  result  was,  that, 
according  to  his  best  judgment,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  bill  would  be  ai)alpable  viola- 
tion of  the  treaty,  and  that  England  must  so  regard 
it.    National  rights  were  as  dear  to  him  as  to  any 
one;  but  national  honor,  and  tbe  imperative  duty 
of  keeping    inviolate   our   plighted   faith,   were 
of  such  moment,  that  he  would  rather  suffer  loss 
than  tarnish  the  purity  of  that  plighted  faith.    But 
he  had  no  apprehension  that  tbe  postponement  of 
action  on  this  matter  would  have  any  tendency  to  the 
lapse  of  our  interests  in  the  Oregon  Territory.  We 
still  hold  our  title  to  be  as  indefeasible  as  we  ever  did. 
We  will  make  no  concession  that  any  other  nation 
on  earth  can  have  as  strong,  as  undoubted,  and  as 
just  a  claim,  as  we  have.    And,  independent  of  all 
this,  the  circumstances  under  which  we  look  to  it 
as  ours,  are  different  from  those  which  have  influ- 
enced Great  Britain  to  look  to  it.    It  is  adjacent  to 
us,  touching  our  territorial  border,  part  of  our  con- 
tinent, best  calculated  for  the  habits  and  pursuits 
of  our  population.    Oceans  divide  it  from  the  Brit- 
ish domain,  and  the  objects  which  once  rendered  it 
valuable  to  her  commerce  are  fast  melting  away. 
The  sources  of  the  fur  trade  are  diminishing  rapid- 
ly, and,  at  no  distant  day,  we  may  fairly  infer  that 
England  will  cea?e  to  have  any  permanent  interest 
in  that  region.    Time,  then,  instead  of  lessening 
our  chances  of  quiet  and  undisputed  possession, 
acts  in  our  favor,  and  operates  unfavorably  with 
regard  to  tbe  interests  of  the  power  which  is  as- 
sumed to  be  our  rival. 

The  probability  is,  if  we  but  wait  the  natural 
progress  of  .even's,  that  we  shall  find  ourselves 
quietly  in  possession  of  the  territory  long  before 
the  real  wants  of  our  population  will  demand  its 
occupation  by  an  act  of  Government.  At  present, 
we  should  consider  that  we  are  but  one  of  the  two 
parties  entitled  to  equality  of  rights,  under  an  exist- 
ing compact.  What  we  insist  upon  as  our  exclu- 
sive rights,  may,  and  probably  will,  be  insisted 
upon  by  Great  Britain  as  her  exclusive  rights. 
And  wno  is  to  judge  between  the  parties?  Cer- 
tainly not  one  of  them,  on  its  own  w  pmru  evidence. 
It  is  a  matter  of  negotiation;  and  the  executive  de- 
partment of  this  Government,  to  whom  the  Consti- 
tution has  confided  the  power  of  negotiating  with 
foreign  nations,  subject  to  the  subsequent  approval 
of  tbe  Senate,  has  notified  the  legislative  depart- 
ment that  a  negotiation  is  actually  pending.  Mr. 
B.|  at  considerable  length,  argued  that  tbe  effect  of 


this  bill  would  be,  in  all  probability,  to  obstruct  or 
arrest  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
the  question  of  boundary;  which,  if  once  settled, 
would  remove  all  difficulty  from  the  passage  of 
such  a  bill  as  Congress  might  think  necessary  for 
the  occupation  and  disposal  of  the  recognised  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  in  the  course  ofhis  remarks  replied  brief- 
ly to  tbe  various  arguments  of  the  friends  of  the 
billy  Messrs.  Linn,  Woodbuut,  Mobbbkao,  Ac, 
and  answered  each  by  applying  to  them  the  main 
principles  of  his  objections,  as  already  aubstanthdly 
stated. 

He  hoped  a  majority  of  the  Senate  would  con- 
cur with  bim  in  the  suggestions  be  had  thrown  out 
as  to  the  inexpediency  of  this  measure,  and  give  a 
.  negative  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ARCHER  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  de- 
clared his  willingness  to  go  on  with  the  few  re- 
marks he  had  to  make.  But  it  had  been  sug- 
gested to  bim  that  he  would  probably  have  to  ad- 
vert to  documents  not  at  present  in  the  Senate,  but 
which  could  be  procured  by  Monday;  and  he 
would  therefore  propose  that  the  bill  be  passed  over 
informally,  and,  if  no  other  basiness  was  on  hand, 
he  would  then  move  an  adjournment. 

On  motion  then,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  memorial  from  David 
Irvin  and  others,  praying  the  pacsage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  issuing  to  them  patents  for  certain 
lands  purchased  from  the  United  States,  which 
patents  have  been  withheld  on  account  of  some 
informality  in  the  sale:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  tbe  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Boswortb, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  very  nu- 
merously signed,  from  the  county  of  Chatauque, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Also,  a  petition  from  the  county  of  Warren, 
New  York,  numerously  signed,  pointing  out  the 
manner  in  which  small  debtors,  possessM  ef  }500 
or  |600  worth  of  property,  commit  frauds  on  their 
creditors,  through  false  appraisement  of  said  prop- 
erty, under  that  provision  of  the  bankrupt  law  se- 
curing $300  worth  of  property  to  the  bankrupt; 
which  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Jndiciaxy 
Committee. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  Flran- 
cis  county,  Arkansas,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  and  documents  from 
William  Wynn,  of  Arkansas,  concerning  his 
claims;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Richard  Lewis,  and  others;  whieh 
was  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  made  an  unsuccessful  motion 
for  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  executive  busineas. 
Then, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIYBS. 
FaiDAT,  January  S7, 1843. 

Mr.  A.  MARSHALL  presented  memorials  from 
merchants,  shipmasters,  and  others,  of  Belfast  and 
Wiscasset,  Maine,  asking  such  changes  in  the 
commercial  airangement  with  foreign  Govemmenis 
as  Fhall  give  to  the  navigation  of  the  Uuited  States 
such  terms  of  just  reciprocity  as  shall  most  conduce 
to  the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  McKEON  presented,  and  referred  to  die 
Committee  of  Ways  apd  Means,  the  following  pe- 
tition, praying  for  a  reducticn  of  duties  on  pins: 

To  the  S€mU  and  Htnue  qf  ReprutinUiiion  of  Urn 
Ufiittd  Starts  tfJSmeriea: 

The  undersigned,  interested  in  the  impoglntion  and 
sale  of  the  article  of  pins,  respectfully  represent: 
That,  previous  to  the  extra  session  of  Oongress* 

in  1841,  said  article  was  allowed  to  be  imported 
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free  of  duty.  At  that  session,  a  doty  of  20  per 
eent.  ad  valorem  was  imposed  thereon.  At  which 
rate,  said  article  was  imported  to  a  very  large 
amoanti  yielding,  in  reTenae,  many  thousand  dol- 
lars during  the  few  months  that  the  act  was  in 
force;  that,  ander  the  tariff  of  1849,  the  doty  was 

raised^  and  now  varies  from  51  to  75  per  cent 

the  higher  rales  being  imposed  opon  ihe  inferior 
qa&lities,  which  are  principally  nsed  by  the  poor; 
that  the  present  rates  of  dniies  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tion; there  having  been  collected,  onder  the  present 
act,  lesi  ihan  three  hondred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
do  ties  on  said  article  imported  into  the  city  of  New 
York  to  this  date.  Yonr  petitioners  farther  show 
that,  as  they  believe  there  are  but  two  establish- 
ments for  the  manofactoriag  of  pins  in  the  United 
States,  they  therefore  pray  for  a  modification  of 
the  present  tariff,  so  as  to  red  nee  the  doty  on  pins 
to  a  rate  not  exceeding  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

[This  memorial  is  signed  by  85  of  the  leading 
mercantile  firms  in  the  city  of  New  York.] 

GHANQE  OF  THE  HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  offered  the  following  resoloiion: 

AetotoedL  That,  from  and  after  the  aoch  tnitant,  the  dailj 
hour  lo  wmcb  the  House  fhall  etand  adjourned  ilian  be  11 
o'clock. 

The  qoeslion  was  uken,  and  the  Speaker  an- 
noDneed  that  the  resolution  was  carried;  but 

Mr.  ARNOLD  called  for  a  division. 

The  ayes  were  counted,  and  numbered  42. 

It  being  evident  that  there  was  no  quorum  pres- 
enty 

Mr.  COWEN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  inquired  if  any  one  had  any  ob- 
jection to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  hoped  the  mover  would 
consent  to  have  the  commencement  of  the  operation 
of  the  resolution  postponed  for  one  week,  as  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  much  business 
before  them,  and  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  them 
if  the  hour  was  changed. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  declined  making  the  modifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  to  amend  tbe  res- 
olution, by  fixing  on  Monday  week  as  the  day 
when  it  should  commence.  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  resoloiion  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  presented  various 
memorials,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the 
creation  of  |900,T)00,000  of  Government  stock,  to 
be  distriboted  ameng  the  States. 

PLAN  OF  AN  EXCHEaUER. 

The  House,  then,  upon  the  call  of  Mr.  FILL- 
MORE, resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  of 
the  exeheqoer — the  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  CusHiHoso  amend  the  resolution  con- 
clading  that  report,,  by  striking  out  the  word  '*fief.'* 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  who  held  the  floor,  addressed 
tbe  House  at  length.  He  commenced  by  refer- 
ring to  the  charge  which  had  been  put  forth,  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  proposing 
no  affirmative  action  on  the  subject  of  the  exche- 
quer, had  neglected  to  discharge  their  duty.  In 
order  to  test  whether  they  had,  he  should  coo- 
tent  bimteif  by  referring  to  tbe  manner  in  which 
tbe  qoestioo  was  presented  to  the  committee, 
and  in  which  it  now  stood  before  tbe  House  and 
the  country,  as  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  More  than  a  year  ago,  the  scheme 
was  first  submitted  to  CoogresF,  and  then  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  a  majority  cf  whom  were 
tbe  friends  of  tbe  President.  After  two  and  a  half 
months  of  reflection,  tliis  committee  reported  a 
sabfititnte  for  the  plan  of  the  Eiecutive,  dispensing 
with  its  main  features.  If,  then,  any  modifications 
of  the  exchequer  were  wanted— if  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  neglected  to  discharge 
their  duty  in  reportisg  modification^  be  referred 
gentlemen  to  those  reported  by  the  friends  of  the 
Administratien.  The  gentleman,  too,  who  made 
the  objection  tliat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  bad  neglected  their  doty  in  not  reporting 
modifications,  since  they  con  Id  not  agree  to  the 
plan  itself,  had  given  notice  that  he  would  move  to 
abstitute  the  bill  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 


ry for  his  own  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  ihe 
subject  l>efore  the  House  in  every  possible  shape. 
Now,  he  submitted  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  whether  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  not  presented  the  subject  in  every  shape 
possible,  by  not  favoring  either  of  tbe  schemes? 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  CusniNo] 
had  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  **fw>f,'*  so  as  to 
make  the  resolution  of  the  committee  an  affirma- 
tive proposition.  He  would  state,  in  reference  to 
that  matter,  that  he  had  himself  risen  and  proposed 
the  word  be  stricken  out,  thereby  making  ihe  reso- 
lution an  affirmative  instead  of  a  negative  propo* 
sition.  He  could  not  see  the  difference  between 
voting  in  favor  of  a  resoloiion  declaring  that  the 
exchequer  should  not  be  adopted,  and  voting  against 
a  resolution  declaring  that  it  should  be  adopt^l.  If, 
indeed,  there  were  any  in  the  Hous?,  who,  after 
the  many  discussions  which  bad  taken  place,  were 
unprepared  to  say  whether  they  were  in  favor  of, 
or  against,  the  exchequer,  he  was  sorry  for  it.  He 
could  not  but  admire  the  manly  independence  of  the 
gentleman  from  Oaio,  [Mr.  Pendleton,]  who  yes- 
terday told  the  Home  that,  although  many  of  his 
constituents  bad  petitioned  for  it,  he  most,  after  a 
close  and  carefol  examination  of  the  subject,  give 
his  vote  against  tbe  proposition.  It  was  a  deter- 
mination resolting  from  an  honest  conviction  of  the 
hearty  which  he  admired.  He  coold  not  do  other- 
wise Ihan  commend  the  spirit  of  the  man  who, 
when  he  found  a  measure  to  be  right,  resolved  to 
hold  himself  ready  to  sustain  it;  and,  if  wrong,  to 
condemn  it.  Nor  could  he  think  that  there  were 
men  in  the  House  who  would  take  shelter  of  their 
opinions  under  a  negative  proposition.  After 
some  further  remarks  upon  this  head,  he  proceeded 
to  an  explanation  of  a  position  which  was  taken  'in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  which,  he  understood,  was  misconceived  by 
some  of  his  friends.  He  alluded  to  that  portion  of 
the  report  which  spoke  of  the  power  of  removalfrom 
office.  It  was  in  1835,  when  tbe  whole  subject  was 
under  debate  in  the  Senate,  and  when  he  also  ex- 
amined tbe  subject,  that  he  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion thai,  where  the  power  of  appointment  was 
vested  in  the  President  and  Senate,  in  that  case 
the  President  and  Senate  together  alone  had  the 
power  of  removal.  In  support  of  the  position  he 
maintained,  he  cited  the  reasoning  on  the  subject 
contained  in  the  Federalist,  which  was  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption  held  to  be  tbe  true  construction  of 
the  Constitution.  In  that  work  it  was  argued  to 
the  people,  when  the  Constitution  was  pending  be- 
fore them  for  their  adoption,  that  where  a  concur- 
rence of  the  President  and  Senate  was  necessary 
to  appointment,  the  sasae  was  also  requisite  to  re- 
moval ftom  office.  The  Consiiintion  provided  no 
power  of  removal.  That  only  resulted  from  the 
power  of  appointment.  He  stated  as  a  remarka- 
ble fact,  that,  although  such  a  debate  look  place  in 
1835,  he  had  not,  after  a  diligent  search,  been  able 
to  get  a  printed  copy  of  Mr.  GalhounN  bill.  He 
found  a  manuscript  copy,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  among  the  archives  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  the  only 
principle  asserted  was  thi^:  it  repealed  the  law  lim- 
iting the  tenure  of  offices  to  four  years,  provided 
that  the  only  limit  shoold  be  in  case  of  defalcation; 
and  declared  that  the  President  shoold  assign  his 
reasons  to  the  Senate  for  any  removal  he  might 
make.  There  was  no  principle  in  it  which  tended 
to  limit  the  power  of  removal.  Now,  his  own 
opinion  was,  that  the  President  possessed  no  such 
power. 

He  noticed  the  objections  which  had  been  raised 
to  a  continuance  of  tbe  prefent  regulations  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  on  the  ground  that  the  laws 
in  force  did  not  provide  any  place  of  security  for 
the  poblic  money,  and  also  that  there  were  not 
.sufficient  provisions  of  law  for  the  punishment  of 
eml>ezzlement8.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts bad  argoed  that  there  were  no  provisions 
for  the  punishment  of  defaulters,  except  such  as 
might  be  contained  in  the  act  of  1789,  and  the 
resolution  of  1816. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  his  proposition  was  more 
qualified;  and  made  another  remark  not  heard. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  alluded  to  the  supposition  en- 
tertained by  some,  that  lie  Committee  of  Waysand 


Means  had  omitted  their  duty.  He  feared  the  Houte> 
had  forgotten  their  own  action  on  the  subject. 

There  were  already  existing  by  law  ample 
checks  and  guards  for  the  security  of  the  poblic 
money.  In  the  first  place,  there  was  tbe  law  ot  1789, 
which  provides  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  receive  and  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  and  disburse  them 
upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Mark  the  words:  ''disburse  them  upon 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.** 
Then,  what  nextl  As  to  the  medium  in  which  the 
public  dues  shall  be  paid,  we  have  (said  Mr.  F  ) 
the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  which  prescribes  that 
they  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  treasury  notes, 
and  Ihe  bills  of  specie-paying  banks.  Thus  we 
have  (said  Mr.  F.)  tbe  provision  designating  the 
officers  who  shall  keep  the  public  money;  and  next, 
we  have  the  medium  in  whidi  it  shall  be  paid. 
Now,  he  wanted  to  know  what  more  there  was 
in  the  famous  exchequer  bill  which  came  from  the 
Treasury,  or  that  of  the  select  committee  of  this 
House,  to  secure  the  public  treasure  from  embez- 
zlement? Instead  of  calling  the  officer  who  is  to 
have  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  the  bill  proposes  to  call 
them  a  board  of  exchequer,  though  one  of  them  is 
to  be  this  same  Treasurer.  First,  there  is  to  be  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  second,  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States;  and  then  there  are  to  be  three 
commissioners  to  constitute  this  board  of  exche* 
qner.  The  system  now  in  operation  was  but  a 
part  of  that  "one  idea**  which  provides  for  five  offi* 
cers,  instead  of  one  to  do  the  same  thing,  and  who 
are  to  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  viz:  bj' 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  But  it  had 
been  said  that  there  was  now  no  security  for 
the  faithful  custody  and  disbuisement  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  therefore  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  neglected  their  duty  in  failing  to  pro- 
vide for  it.  Let  us  (said  Mr.  F  )  look  a  little  into 
the  law  on  this  subject.  Gentlemen  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  that,  in  repealing  'the  in- 
dependent treasury,  they  left  the  penal  part 
of  it  providing  for  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic money  untouched.  They  repealed  the  act 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  receivers  general, 
and  the  public  buildings  for  the  deposite  of  the 
public  money,  together  with  the  provision  requi- 
ring the  public  dues  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver; 
yet  the  penal  part  of  the  act—which  secures  the 
faithful  custody,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  (he 
public  money — this  House  had  not  the  folly  to  re- 
peal. Not  only  did  they  reuin  it,  but  they  added 
to  it.  There  were  the  most  ample  and  the  most 
penal  provisions  against  anybody  who  should  ose 
the  public  treasure.  In  addition  to  the  nenaity  im- 
posed by  the  sub-treasury  act,  they  had  also  pro* 
vided  for  the  evidence  by  which  guilt  should  be  as- 
certained^which  the  independent- treasury  act  did 
not  do.  Mr.  F.  then  read  from  the  act  of  1 3th 
August,  1841,  repealing  the  independent-treasury 
act,  the  following  provisions : 

"Prortcte^f,  always^  lliat,  for  any  ofiences  which  may  have 
been  committed  against  tlie  proirisiona  of  the  aeTenteenth  wc- 
tioD  of  the  said  act,  the  olTenden  may  bt  proaeeuted  and  pun- 
iahed  accordfng  to  thoae  proTiaiooa;  aod  that  all  bonds  executed 
under  the  proviaiona  of  aaid  act,  and  all  cItII  richta  and  Itabll- 
ittea  which  have  arieen  or  accrued  under  aaid  act,  and  tbe 
rwnediaa  therefor,  aball  remain  and  continue  aa  if  aaid  act  had 
not  been  repealed;  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithatanding. 

'■Sbg.  2.  And  he  it  further  enactedf  That  if  any  officer 
charged  with  the  aafekeepioa,  tranafer,  or  diabnraement  of 
public  moneya,  or  connected  with  the  Poet  Office  Department, 
ahall  convert  to  hia  own  uae,  in  any^way  whatever,  or  ahall 
uae  by  way  of  inveatment  in  any  kmd  of  property  or  merchan- 
dise, or  ahall  loan,  with  or  without  interest,  any  portion  of 
the  public  moneya  iniruated  to  him  for  aafekeepinfc,  tranafer. 
disbursement,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  every  such  act  shall 
be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  l>ft  an  emtiettleroent  of  so  much 
of  the  aaid  moneya  aa  ahall  be  thua  taken,  converted,  inveatp 
ed,  uaed,  or  loaned,  which  ia  hereby  declared  to  be  a  felony; 
and  the  neglect  or  refuaal  lo  pay  over,  on  demand,  any  public 
moneya  In  hia  hands,  upon  the  preaentation  of  a  draft.  <  rder, 
or  wanant  drawn  upon  him,  and  aigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tnkaury,  or  to  tranafer  or  diaburae  any  auch  moneya 
promptly,  according  to  law,  on  the  legal  reqoirenient  of  a  au- 
perlor  officer,  ahall  be  prtma/ac*e  evidence  of  auch  conversion 
to  hia  own  uae  of  ao  much  or  the  public  moneya  as  may  be  in 
hia  hands.  Any  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  Btates,  and  all 
persons  advising,  or  knowingly  and  willingly  panicipailng  in 
such  embezzlement,  upon  being  convicted  thereof  beloie  any 
court  of  the  United  States  of  competent  Jurisdiction,  Rhall, 
for  every  such  oflence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  Stdtet>  u 
fine  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  money  embeszled,  and  shall 
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MufTer  iuipriflonmeDt  Tor  a  term  not  ]9aB  ihan  six  months,  oor 
mora  thiin  fiTo  yfetn." 

There  was  the  l:i«  as  it  now  stood.  Were  mi 
these  provisions  penal  enough  to  sa  bfy  the  gentle- 
maul  Had  the  Coo^mitiee  of  Ways  and  Meaos 
neglected  their  duty,  in  not  imposing  f> renter  penal- 
ties? If  so,  he  would  point  them  to  the  provisions 
of  the  famoat  excbeqaer  bill,  and  then  &ee  if  that 
measure  provided  better  securities  for  the  public 
money  than  now  ezbted.  Instead  of  prohibiting 
the  public  officers  from  using,  investing,  or  loaning 
the  public  nnmey,  they  were  expressly  authorized 
to  do  it.  He  asked  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Itfeans  had  neglected  their  duty,  when  they 
said  that  these  penalties  for  the  unfaithful  applica- 
tion of  the  public  money  were  ample,  and  far  bet- 
ter than  the  eichequer  bill. 

Bat  he  had  occopied  more  time  on  this  subject 
than  he  had  supposed  he  would,  when  he  com- 
menced. He  had  a  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushimo,]  and  others, 
who  had  contended  that  this  exchequer  was  not  a 
(ioverumtnt  bank. 

That  he  might  not  misrepresent  the  honorable 
member  from  Masaaehnaets,  wito  spoke  first,  and 
den.ed  that  this  was  a  Gh>vernment  bank,  he  would 
Mad  hii  remarks  as  pbblibhed;  and,  if  there  was 
any  mistake  in  the  report  of  them,  he  desired  that 
he  would  oorrect  iL  Mr.  F.  then  read  as  follows, 
from  Mr.  CvsaiNa^  speech  on  the  exchequer  bill : 

*Ther6  Azisted  now  no  bcuik  of  the  United  States,  and  very 
fev  «pe«ie«p«y)ng  iMnka  of  any  eon:  ao  that,  now,  the  publtc 
(luea  were  received  either  in  goldana silver  or  in  treasury  notes. 
Ttte  whole  subject  was  placed  at  (ilMolute  discretion  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasonr,  aubjesc  to  the  final  discretion  of  the 
FreaUanc  Under  theae  cireamatanoes,  the  Preaident  came  to 
Congress,  and  asked  to  t)e  relieved  from  tliis  discretion— asked 
tiUu  ConcrasB  woutd  define  and  limit  it.  Now,  to  an  appeal 
lilEe  this  nam  the  fisaeiittve  of  the  country,  wliat  did  the  Com- 
miuae  of  Ways  and  Ifaana  reptyl  Their  reply  to  the  Presi- 
dent  was:  *  No,  voa  ahall  retain  this  discretion;  we  will  not  re- 
lieve you  from  ic.  unless  in  one  specific  way,  and  that  only- 
Tit:  in  the  form  of  a  Joint  stock  ctiarter  for  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Statea.'  Thia  was  the  point  to  which  the  House  were  now 
broughL" 

On  thia  assertion  that  the  President  had  come  to 
that  House,  and  asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  dis- 
tetion  Tested  in  him,  and  asked  to  have  his  power 
defined  and  limited,  he  would  appeal  to  facts  for  an 
anawer.  How  had  the  President  asked  to  be  re* 
Haved?  The  laws,  as  had  been  shown,  required 
the  public  treasure  to  be  Icept  in  the'^custody  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  The  law,  as  it 
stood,  declared  that  if  that  Treasurer,  or  any  other 
officer  intrusted  wiih  any  other  public  money, 
should  use  it,  or  lend  or  invest  it,  or  in  any  other 
way  dispose  of  it,  or  who  shoe  Id  re/use  or  neglect 
to  pay  it  oyer  when  required  to  do  so,  the  act  should 
be  laken  and  deemed  to  be  anembezilement,  and 
should  be  punished  with  a  fine  to  the  amount  of 
the  whole  sum  embezzled,  and  imprisonment  for 
not  leas  than  six  months,  nor  more  than  five  years. 
Now,  what  did  this  bill  propoee?  Did  it  propose 
to  put  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  any  other 
person  or  persons  than  those  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States?  No.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  proposed  to  put  the  public  money  into  the 
hands  of  a  host  of  receivers;  and  not  only  that,  but 
te  put  in  tneir  custody  at  the  same  place  the  hoards 
'of  private  individuals.  Did  that  look  like  a  de- 
sire on  his  part  to  be  relieved  from  resQpnsibility? 
Thrice  did  Mark  Anthony  offer  the  crown  to  Caesar 
on  the  Lupercal,  and  thrice  did  he  refuse  it;  but  he 
apprehended  that  the  Bxeeutive  had  come  to  that 
House  with  no  such  feeling,  when  he  asked  to  be 
relieved  from  his  lesponsibllity.  He  only  asked 
to  have  it  increased  in  a  ten-fold  degree;  so  that  not 
only  might  he  have  the  control  of  the  public  treas- 
ure, but  of  all  the  private  funds  and  banking  of 
the  nation.  But  to  return  to  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  The  gentleman 
said:  "Again  the  committee  insisted  that  the  trees 
ury  board  was  virtually  a  Government  bank.'' 
YeA  (said  Mr.  F.)  we  did  insist  that  it  was.  The 
gentleman  went  on  to  speak  as  follows: 

"Mr.  C.  had  often  been  surprised— yes,  and  bumble^,  too— 
toobaerve  how  often  worda could  be  put,  and  that  by  very  sensi* 
t>le  men,  in  the  place  of  tilings,  and  as  a  mask  for  the  thing. 
The  cry  i^as,  ttiat  this  exchequer  scheme  was  nothina  but  a. 
plan  for  a  GoTernraent  bank.  Why,  so  they  misht.  with  equal 
truth,  say  of  every  plan  in  which  the  treasury  or  the  United 
H  ate*  acts  at  all.  If  the  excliequer  was  a  bank  because  It  re- 
ceived depositee,  then  the  treasury  was  a  bank  too.  If  the 
exchequer  was  a  bank  because  it  afforded  the  means  of  trans- 
fer and  exchange,  then  the  treasury  was  a  bank,  for  it  did  the 


same.  Before  we  underiook  to  object  to  any  measure  on  the 
ffround  of  mere  wordi*— and  words  too  often  intentionally  vaeue 
m  their  import— it  became  us  to  analyse  the  thing.  Now,  Mr. 
C.  positively  denied  liiat  the  exchequer  was  a  bank,  in  any 
sense  of  the  word— popular  or  scientific;  and  he  challenged 
gentlemen  to  show  that  there  was  in  it  anyitiing  analogous  to  a 
bank,  which  was  not  equally  to  be  found  in  the  treasury,  either 
under  the  sub-treasury  law,  or  as  things  now  stood.  It  did,  to 
be  sure,  perform  acts  which  were  in  themselves  the  same  as 
the  acts  of  a  bank." 

Well,  really — as  the  gentleman  said*-we  must 
look  at  the  intention  of  the  thing,  and  what  acts  it 
has  to  perform,  to  make  it  a  bank.  He  asserts 
that  this  is  no  bank*,  and  then  concludes  with  the 
vtnqaalified  assertion  that  it  performs  acts  which 
were,  in  themselves,  the  same  as  the  acts  of  a 
bank.  New,  really,  was  there  not  some  truth  in 
the  first  part  of  the  paragraph  jast  read,  in  which 
the  gentleman  declared  ihat  *'he  had  often  been 
surprised — ^yes,  and  bumbled,  too — to  observe  how 
often  words  could  be  put  (and  that  by  very  sensi- 
ble men)  in  the  place  of  things,  and  as  a  mask  for 
the  ihing3"  But  the  gentleman  said  that  ihi»  was 
no  bank.  Had  he  attempted  to  give  his  definition 
of  what  a  bank  was?  He  said,  to  be  sure,  that  it 
performed  the  functions  of  a  bank;  but  still  it  was 
no  bank.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  J  have  been  some* 
what  pozzled  myself  to  know  what  a  bank  is.  He 
had  a  definition  of  a  bank  here,  which  he  had 
rranFcribed  from  a  work  lately  published,  called 
*<The  History  of  Banking  in  the  United  Sta'es.^* 
According  to  that  definition,  a  bank  was  ''a  com- 
mercial institution  or  repository  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  money  of  individuals,  and  to  im« 
prove  it  by  trafficking  in  merchandise,  bullion,  or 
bills  of  exchange;  and  may  be  of  a  public  or  private 
nature.*'  Now,  if  this  was  the  true  definition  of  a 
bank,  the  exchequer  certainly  was  one. 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  an  institution  or  reposi- 
tory, in  the  language  of  the  definition,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  the  money  of  individuals.  This 
exchequer  proposed  a  bank  of  deposiie  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  the  funds  of  individuals,  and 
either  to  keep  them  in  security  professedly— how 
far  ii  might  do  (hat,  he  would  not  pretend  to  say — 
or  to  improve  them  by  trafficking  in  goods,  bullion, 
or  bills  of  exchange.  This,  it  would  be  perceived, 
it  was  expressly  authorized  to  do;  for  it  was  to  deal 
in  bills  of  exchange,  by  buying  and  selling  them. 
There  was  the  definition  from  one  of  the  standard 
works  of  the  country,  which  showed  that  this 
exchequer  was  a  bank,  and  was  from  a  writer  who 
was  disinterested,  and,  so  far  as  he  had  given  evi- 
dence of  it,  without  prejudice  on  the  subject.  But 
Mr.  P.  did  not  press  this  definition  of  a  bank. 
A  long  lime  ago  they  had  a  discussion  en 
the  sub-treasury,  which  was  created  for  the 
collection,  safekeeping,  transf«r,  and  disburse- 
ment or  the  public  money,  by  means  of  (he 
Government's  own  officers.  This  went  far'beyond 
the  sub- treasury.  That  did  not  propose  the  buy- 
ing and  selling  cf  bills  of  exchange;  this  uid. 
That  did  not  propose  the  receiving  the  deposites  of 
individuals.  That  die]  not  propose  a  board  of  di- 
rectors; this  did.  That  did  not  propose  branches 
in  (he  States;  this  did.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
perceived  that  it  went  beyond  the  sub-treasury  in 
its  likeness  to  a  bank.  He  would  now  give  the 
definition  of  the  gentleman  of  a  (otovernment  bank, 
as  given  in  his  speech  on  the  independent  treasury 
bill.  It  was  headed  "treasury  bank,"  and  was  to 
be  found  in  Gales  &  Seaton's  Register  of  Debates 
for  the  year  1837,  vol.  14,  part  Ist,  page  883.  Mr. 
F.  then  read  the  following  from  Mr.  Cusrihg^s 
speech  on  that  occasion: 

"TRKASURY  BANK. 

"Notwithstanding  the  disclamations  of  any  desire  for  added 
patronage,  under  cover  of  which  this  project  is  introduced  to 
us;  and  notwithstanding  my  unwillingness  to  suspect  the 
President  of  insincerity  m  this  matter,  still  I  cannot  exclude 
from  my  mind  the  conriciion  that  a  bank,  a  national  bank,  is 
the  *be-all  and  the  end-all'  of  the  new  experiment.  We  be- 
gin with  a  laree  issue  of  treasury  drafts  having  circulation  as  a 
currency,  we  proceed  with  yi'.t  larger  issues  of  treasury  notee 
expressly  framed  to  lie  a  currency.  All  these  have  got  to  be  ' 
funded  hereafter.  Ultimately  they  may  be  of  lanie  amount. 
They  not  only  constitute,  in  themselves,  the  basis  of  a  treasury 
banic,  but  a  sort  of  introducnon  to  the  use  of  Govsrnment  pa 
peraa  the  paper  medium  of  the  country.  Advocates  of  the 
new  scheme  admit  that  Government  paper  is  to  l>e  the  alter, 
native  and  the  substitute  for  bank  paper.  The  sub-treasuries 
themselves,  when  they  are  put  in  full  operation,  drawing  back 
and  forth  on  each  otner,  issuing  and  receiving  large  sums  of 
money,  and  still  more  frequently  issuing  and  receiving  one 
kind  or  another,  or  paper  credit  based  on  the  Government  de^ 
posites— will  be  a  genuine  bank  in  everything  but  the  name." 


<*Ia  everything  but  the  name!"  Oh!  what  was 
there  in  a  namel  And  who  did  the  Ilonse  &u^ 
poe  gave  that  definition  of  a  bank?  It  was  his 
honorabU^  friend  from  Massachusetts.  [Laughter] 
He  had  quoied  from  Gales  &  Seaton*s  Debates  of 
1837,  volume  14,  part  1,  page  883-  He  did  not 
know  but  he  might  insiruct  the  House  by  reading 
further  from  that  speech;  for  it  contained  90me 
good  doctrine.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  CusaiMaJ  had 
given  them,  in  that  speech,  some  good  nou'ons  le- 
Fpecting  Government  paper,  too;  for  he  had  cov- 
ered the  whole  ground.  He  said,  in  reference  to 
Government  paper: 

"We  are  to  have  a  paper  currency,  recognised  by  the  Gov* 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  employed  In  its  dealings;  but 
it  is  to  be  irredeemable  Government  paper.  This  is  the  newest 
new  humbug.  The  fever  fit  of  gold  money  has  had  its  day. 
That  of  paper  succeeds  iu  If  the  scheme  were  not  too  laoglui. 
biy  alMord  to  spend  time  in  arguing  about  it  seriooshr—ir  the 
mischiefs  of  a  Government  paper>money  currency  liaa  not  bad 
an  out-and-out  trial,  both  m  Europe  and  Amenca,— I  might 
discuss  it  as  a  question  of  political  economy.  But  I  will  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  committee  in  this  way.  I  am  aatcoooded 
at  the  fatuity  of  any  set  of  men  who  can  think  of  snchaproieGL 
Has  Law's  Mississippi  bubble— have  the  bills  of  credit  of  the 
colonies^has  the  continental  money  of  the  Coofedenuion— 
have  the  assignats  of  the  French  republic— imparted  no  wain> 
ing  lesson  to  the  present  generatiool  It  is,  notoriomlv,  of  all 
the  means  by  which  a  Government  can  raise  nsoney,  the  OMMt 
liable  to  abuser-  of  all  currencies,  the  moat  Impoenbleto  Dsain- 
tain  conformable  to  any  fixed  standard  of  value.  We,  in  iba 
time  of  the  colonies  and  of  the  Confederation,  did  everything 
we  could  do  to  give  to  the  paper  of  the  Government  the  qoali- 
ties  of  money.  Did  we  succeed?  Tou  know  that,  m  apite  of 
all  Government  could  do  or  say  to  prevei^.  it,  oar  |iaper  mooer 
went  on  perpetually  depreciatm^  m  value,  until  a  hundred  dou 
Ian  of  it  could  scarce  pay  for  a  breakfast." 

Such  was  the  description  of  Government  bank- 
ing, from  the  great  advocate  of  that  scheme.  And 
there  were  some  other  thinga  in  that  speech  Id 
which  he  might  advert;  but  he  would  yield  the 
floor,  rather  than  occupy  it  for  the  few  minutes  that 
remained  to  him,  if  the  Hou&e  were  ready  to  take 
the  ques'ion. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  reminded  the  House  that  this  was  privatc-bilt 
day. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  tellers,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CUSHING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows — yeas  66,  nays  141. 

YEAS -Messrs.  Alleti,  Arrington,  Borden,  Bowne,  Brew«er, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burneli,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapaian, 
Clinton,  Coles,  Cowen,  Cross,  Cushing,  Garrett  Daris,  Richara 
D.  Davis,  Jotm  C.  Edwards,  Ferris,  C.  A.  Floyd,  Fornance, 
Gerry,  Gilmer,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Wm.  O.  Goode,  Harna, 
Hastings,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hudson,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
William  W.  Irwin,  Wn).  Cost  Juhnscm,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac 
D.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Mallory,  Marcliand, 
John  Thomson  MtuKtn,  Mathews,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Newbaid, 
Parmenter,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,  Sanford, 
Saunders,  Wm.  Smith.  Snyder,  Staenrod,  Stokely,  Swaoey, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Van  Bureui  Ward,  WaUer, 
Wcsibrook,  Thomas  W.  Wjlliams,  Winthrop,  and  Wood— ©R. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  LandaffW.  Andrews^  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar* 
nard,  Barton,  fieeson,  Bidlaclc,  Biraseye,  Black,  Blair,  Board- 
man,  Botts,  Brigffs,  Brockway,  Bronaon,  Jeremhth  Brown, 
Burke,  William  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C\  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carutbeia,  Cary,  Cbilds, 
Chittenden,  John  C.  Clxik,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  ClifTord,  Colquitt, 
Cranston,  Cravens,  Dawaon,  Dean,  Debeiry,  Doig,  Baatman, 
John  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Jobn 
G.  Floyd,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gor- 
don, Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Gusune,  Hall,  nalsted,  Hays, 
Henry,  Ilouck,  Howard,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Hunt,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Jack,  Jamea,  John  W.  Jonea,  Jobn  P. 
Kennedy,  Kine,  Lane,  Linn,  Litticfield,  Lowell,  Abraham 
McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKeoo, 
Alfred  Marshall,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  MatLocka,  Bftaxwell, 
Maynard,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Moirow.  OaboTDe, 
Owsley,  Psrtridse,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powell.  Ramsey, 
Benjamm  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Bead, 
Redine,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  Rogeri^  Wm.  Russell,  Jamea  M. 
RuBseTl,  Saltonstail,  Sewell,  Shepperd,  Shields,  8iade,Trainan 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stration,  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stoan, 
Summers,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.Thompson,  Tolaad, 
Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White* 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  John 
Young-141. 

So  the  resolutions  were  not  laid  o&  the  table. 

The  qne&tion  iben  recurred  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  ipllcrs  were  called  and  ordered. 

Mr.  CUSHING  withdrew  his  amendmeat  to 
sttike  out  ihe  word  *'nol'*  from  (he  resolution  (xf 
(be  maj<  rity  of  the  Committee  ofWays  and  Mean?, 
which  aftrmed  (hat  it  uas  "not*' expedient  to  adopt 
ihe  Executive  plan  of  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  BoAaDMAN  and  Mr.  Read  were  then  ap- 
pointed tellers  to  take  (he  vote  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question;  and  they  re- 
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ported  98  »  (he  affirmatiTe,  and  75  in  the  aegative; 
so  there  was  a  second.  The  main  qoestioa  was 
also  ordered  to  be  pat.  The  question  then  re^ 
carred  on  the  lesointion  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  which  was  presented  by  Mr.  Athsrton, 
in  the  following  words: 

And  that  the  Committee  of  Waye  and  Meani  be  inetructed 
to  bring  In  a  bill  regulating  the  collection,  eafekeeping,  transfer, 
and  diebumment  of  the  poblic  moneys,  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall,  as  far  as  possible,  substitute  provisions  of  law  for  ezecu* 
tivediscrstion  in  the  management  of  the  finances;  shall  prevent 
the  moneys  of  the  peoole  firom  being  used  Ibr  purpoees  of 
private  speculation  and  Smolument,  aod  shall  lenoer  the  Gov. 
Miimsnt  indepeodeuc  of  (he  agency  and  inflvence  of  moneyed 
corporations. 

Mr.  PICKENS  wished  it  to  be  nnderstood  that 
that  was  not  a  sabstitate  for,  bat  an  addition  to,  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  the  amend- 
ment; and  being  ordered,  resalted  as  follows^— yeas 
105,  nays  116. 

YEaB— Mesars.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bidlacic, 
Wadr,  Jowoe,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Bioivn,  Charles  Brown, 
Buflce,  WilUam O.  BuUer,  Green  W.  CaldwelLP.  C.  Caldwell, 
Cttry,  Casey,  Chapman,  Ciiflbrd,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquitt, 
fines,  Ottsolog,  Daniel,  Blehard  D.  DaW%  Dawson,  Dean, 
Doaa,  Doig,  ISastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris, 
John  6.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Thomas  F.  Foster, 
Cferry,  Ollmer,  William  O.  Goods,  Gordon,  Gustlne,  Gwin, 
BaJacad,aHarris,  Hasttngs,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Uouolr,  Houstoo, 
Bubard,  Uumer,  Charles  J.  Ingeraoll,  WiUiam  W.Irwin,  Jaclc, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Eeim.  Andrew 
Kennedy.  Lewis,  Llttlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  MeClellan, 
Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeou,  Nallory,  BfarchaodL  Ai> 
fnd  MarshalL  John  Thomson  Mason,  Malhews|  Medill.  Miller, 
Newhard,  Oliver,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne,  riclcens, 
Read,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rheit.  RigMi  Rogers, 
ReosBvelL  Sanford,  8annder%  Sewoli,  Sbielitt,  WUliun  Smith, 
Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  8 weney,  Jacob  .Thompson,  Trotti. 
Tumey,  VanBuren,  Ward,WatterBon,  WeUer,  Wesibroolr,  and 
Wood-106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alleih  LaadafT  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Arnokl,  Aycngg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Bbrdseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Jtorden,  Bolts,  Briggs, 
Brodcway,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell, 
William  Butler.  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark^  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen, 
Cranston,  Cnvens,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberry,  John  Edwards, 
Ererect,  Fessenden,  FiUmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates, 
Gentry,  CUddings,  Patrick  G.  Goods,  Graham,  Granger, 
Green,  Hall,  Henry.  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunu  Joseph  R.  In< 
gersoll.  James  Irvm,  James,  William  Cost  Johnson,  John  P. 
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Pwdleton,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin 'Randall,  Alexander 
Randall,  Randolph,  Ridcway,  Rodney.  WiUiam  Russell,  James 
M.  Rossell,  Saltonstail,  Shepperd,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Sum- 
ly,  Blokely,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart, 
Bumnnen,  Taliaferro,  John  RThompson^  Richard  W.  Tbomp* 
son,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Un- 
derwood, Wallace,  Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  White.  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L  Williams,  Wintluop,  Yorke,  Augustus 
Young,  and  John  Young— 116. 

The  qaestion  then  came  ap  on  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resoiation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  viz: 

ReBolvedf  That  the  plan  of  an  exchequer  presented  to  Con- 
eress  fiy  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  entitled  "A  bill  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  estab- 
lislung  the  Treasury  Department,"  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

And,  the  roll  having  been  called,  the  renult 
was — ^yeas  193,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

YEAS—Messfs.  Adams,  Allen,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Athertou,  Aycrigg,  Bab- 
cock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Blaclc,  Blair, 
Boardman,  fiotts,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Briggs.  IMt>ckway,  fironson, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  IVfilton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Brown,  Burke,  Bumell,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Builer, 
Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Carutbers,  Caiy,  Cassy,  Chap- 
man, Childa,  Chilieoden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
CLiflTord,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cross, 
I>aniel,  Garreu  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  De- 
berry,  Doan,  D(»g.  Eastman,  John  Edwards,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  FtJImore,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Fornance,  ^  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer, 
vriUiftm  O.  Goode,  Gordon.  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Gustine, 
Owin,  Hall,  Harris,  Haya,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Howard, 
Habard,  Hunter,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ini^ersol],  Joseph  R.  logersell, 
James  Irvin,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W;  Jones,  Keim, 
Joho  P.  Kennedy,  Rug,  Lane,  Lewis.  Lhm,  Uulefield,  Lowetl, 
Abraham  McClellan,  fiobert  McClellan,  McKay,  HcKennan, 
McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Samson  Mason, 
John  ThoDBson  Mason,  Maihiot.  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynacd,  Medill,  Meriwether.  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morrow,  Nowhard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Owsley  parmenter,  Par- 
tridge, rayne,  Paarce,  Pendleton,  Pickens,  Powell, 'Ramsey, 
BeDjfcmln  Randall,  Alexander  Raadall,  Randolph,  Read.  Red- 
iag«  Reynolds,  Rheil,  Ridgway,  Riggi.  Rodney,  Rogers,  Roose- 
relu  WDliam  Russell,  James  M  Russell,  SaltonstalL  Saunders, 
Bewell,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Stade,  Truman  Smith,  Snyder, 
Sprigg,  ^Nnly,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  Biraiton,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Biuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Bummers,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Talia- 
ferro, John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trotti,  Trumbull, 
Turney,  Underwood,  Van  Boren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Warren, 
MTflDshingtoB,  Wellen  Westbrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L. 
'White,  ChHslopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Wiiliame,  Wood, 
ITorka,  Augustus  Young, and  John  Young-rl93.  „,  ^  ,.     .. 

HAYS-Wesers.  Barton,  Borden,  Bowne,  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
Cowen,  Cttshing,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Hal- 


sted,  Hudson,  William  W.  Irwin,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac 
D.  Jones,  Morris,  Rencher,  Tillinghist,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
aod  Winthrop— la 

So  the  resoiation  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BURNELL  moYed  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  JQst  given,  and  supported  his  motion  with 
some  remarks;  which,  from  the  noise  in  the  hall, 
the  reporter  conid  not  catch  distinctly  enough  to 
report.  After  he  concluded,  he  withdrew  his  mo* 
tion. 

Mr.  CHARLES  J.  INGERSOLL  renewed  the 
motion  for  reconsideration.  The  first  part  of  Mr. 
Ihoxbsoll^  remarks  were  entirely  inaudible  to  the 
reporter,  in  consequence  of  ihe  distance  he  spoke 
from.  When  heard,  he  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  monetary  concerns  of  the  nation  belooged  to 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and  he  desired  to 
see  the  day  when  that  sentiment  shall  prevail  in  all 
parts  ef  the  country.  It  would  tend  more  to  the 
settlement  of  our  difficulties,  the  tranquillity  of  par- 
lies, and  the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  coun- 
try, than  anything  else  that  had  l>een  proposed. 

In  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  he  would  premise 
that  he  opposed  any  measure  presented  by  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  with  great  reluctance, 
becanse  he  felt  under  obligations  to  him  for  several 
of  his  public  acts  since  he  had  been  in  the  Ezeeu* 
live  chair.  He  felt  thus  boih  as  a  Representative 
and  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  Siates;  and  would 
be  happy  if  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  coincide  wiih 
him  in  the  measures  he  proposed.  He  would  fur- 
ther take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  he  felt  under  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  proving  to  ibis  country  a  truth 
which  it  had  not  before  been  awakened  to.  It  bad 
been  said,  as  a  matter  of  reproach  to  the  President, 
by  a  distinguished  gentleman,  that  he  was  a 
President  without  a  party.  He  would  not  say 
whether  it  was  desirable  or  not  that  a  Presi- 
dent should  have  a  party;  but  this  he  would  say, 
that  Mr.  Tyler  had  been  the  instrument — possibly 
the  unconscious  instrument — of  teaching  these 
United  States  of  America  that  there  was  a  virtue 
in  their  Constitution  that  they  bad  not  b(  en  aware 
of;  that  the  great  functions  of  the  Crovernment,  ex- 
ecutive, judicial,  and  legislative,  might  be  admin- 
istered by  the  demise  of  the  Chief  Magistrate's 
bringing  to  the  Executive  chair  a  gentleman  not 
intended  for  it.  No  man  could  contemplate  the 
event  without  perceiviEg  that,  in  this  new  and  dif- 
ficult aspect  of  our  Constitution,  everything  worked 
well.  He  did  not  mean  to  speak  in  reference  to 
party  measures,  for  he  was  aware  that  many  dis- 
approved of  what  had  been  done  and  what  had 
not  been  done;  hot  he  meant  to  say  that,  in  this 
new  state  of  things,  there  was  no  cbedt  to  the 
workinj;  of  our  system  of  government,  and  it  had 
gone  on  prosperously  as  heretofore.  Though 
in  the  condition  of  partie?,  the  aspect  of  things 
might  be  changed,  yet,  wlihout  extolling  the 
prcoent  President,  he  wished  the  commonity 
to  understand  that,  at  all  times,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  administration  of  this  Govern- 
ment, or  the  functions  of  this  Qovernmeni,  had 
been  performed  as  usQal;  and  we  find  true  what 
Mr.  Jefferson  said — ^that  this  was  the  strongest  Qov 
ernmeni  in  the  world.  He  regreiied,  because  of 
his  personal  relations  with  the  President— -which 
were  of  the  mcst  kind  and  friendly  nature-*tbat 
he  was  compelled  to  oppose  any  measure  presented 
by  him  to  this  House;  yet  be  had  determined  that 
he  would  take  the  earliest  oppoitunity,  not  only  of 
opposing  this  exchequer  plan,  proposed  by  the 
President,  but  he  would  take  leave  to  add,  as  a 
matlei  of  further  opposition  ^o  him,  that  it  had 
been  proposed  by  the  Executive  at  all.  The  act 
of  1789,  which  had  been  brought  into  view  to- 
day, for  the  first  time,  was  perhaps  not  as  fa- 
miliar to  gentlemen  as  it  ought  to  be.  He 
had  studied  it  with  care,  and  bad  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  act  of  Hamilton,  Ellsworth, 
Ames,  and  others,  fVamed  by  those  who  aided  in 
framing  the  Constitution,  contained  the  germe  and 
basis  of  all  we  wanted;  and  that  it  was  by  depart- 
ing from  that  germe  and  basis  our  subsequent  difii- 
culties  had  ari^^'n.  It  was  by  going  back  as  far 
as  possible  to  that  act,  that  the  difficulties  under 
whieh  we  now  labor  are  to  be  overcome.  Now 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  referring  to  the 
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independent  treasary.  Qe  had  voted  for  it  when 
it  was  passed  into  a  law,  and  he  had  voted  tifr  it 
to  day;  but  he  was  not  exclusively  wedd^  i^  |t. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  it  never  should  have 
been  made  an  Executive  or  party  ^uesuob;  and 
that  all  we  wanted  was  to  u^sist  on  ihe 
principle  contained  in  it.  The  act  of  1789 
was  infinitely  better  than  the  anb-treasury, 
and  possessed  within  Itself  all  we  want- 
ed. We  had,  therefore,  nothing  to  do  but  to 
go  back  to  that  from  which  the  convulsic^aidf  par- 
ties had  driven  us.  Shortly  ,after  that  act  wiaa 
passed,  the  Bank  ^of  the, United  States  w,ent 
into  operation;  and  now?  Mr.  I.  here  recited  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  which,  he  sfti/ll,  ,was  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  a  plan  for  a  national  bank  at  the  next  ses- 
sion; and  the  consequence  was,  a  bank  became  for 
a  long  time  the  keeper  and  disbarser'of  the  public 
funds,  and,  in  the  lamentable  instance  of  the  second 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  became  4he  despot 
of  the  Government.  Immediately  after  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  came  the  State 
banks.  The  United  Stales  Bank  or  Penn- 
sylvania was  begun  nnder  the  anstpiccs  of 
a  highly  distinguished  genHenan,  whose  friend- 
ship he  had  the  happiness  to  enjoy;  and  the 
Manhatun  Bank,  as  he  had  always  underwood, 
was  commenced  under  the  auspices  of  ihe  Jhen  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States.  Both  these  banks 
were  established  to  eoonteract  the  inflnanee  ol[  Uie 
national  bank.  Things  went. on  fqr  yeMTK -io'the 
same  way,  under  the  svspensioBus  in  England,  and 
expansions  and  contractions  in  this  coonirv,  till  ^his 
Gk>vernment  was  nearly  hmiked  to  destruction,  tie  . 
would  say  again,  that  the  convulsion  of  parties 
had  thrown  us  back  again  upon  the  act  of  1789,  for 
there  yras  but  little  left  of  the  snb-lreasury.  Let  us, 
then,  (said  Mr.  I.,)  be  cautions  how  we  take  a  single 
step  beyond  that;  let  us  look  well  what  we  do.  What 
did  the  Executive  recommend  to  them?  He  recom- 
mended a  treasury  bank;  and  though,  for  his  own 
part,  be  had  never  been  able  to  understand  the  horror 
expressed  for  such  an  institniion  by  many  honorable 
men  of  the  country,  yet  he  took  it  for  granted  that 
a  treasury  bank  was  much  to  be  deprecated.  He 
knew  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Madison,  as  well  as 
of  many  eminent  men  of  the  country,  that  a  treas- 
ury bank,  with  a  paper  circulation,  and  with  the 
power  to  regulate  exchanges,  was  a  most  formi- 
dable and  most  dangerous  histitution.  No  Gk>v- 
ernment  should  ever  have  his  vote  for  ssch  an  in- 
stitution. No  Qovernment,  with  his  vote,  should 
ever  have  the  power  to  issue  paper  at  all.  He 
could  not  vote  for  it,  unduly  pressed  on  them,  as 
he  thought.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  being  in- 
fluenced by  the  public  press;  but,  from  what  he 
saw,  he  thought  the  Executive  and  a.11  its  branches 
had  made  this  project  a  favorite  object;  and  this, 
with  him,  was  a  very  strong  objection  to  it. 

After  some  other  observations,  which  were  verj 
impeYfcctly  heard,  he  alluded  to  the  speech  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  delivered  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
Boston,  in  which  Mr.  Webster  said  that,  if  thero 
was  any  subject  which  he  understood,  it  was  this 
oi;e;  and  be  further  said,  that  he  was  a  bulUonist. 
He  (Mr.  I.)  denied  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  a  bulHoDist;  he  denied  that  any  man  could  be  a 
bullionist  who  would  give  to  the  Executive  of  these 
United  States  the  power  to  issue  paper  money  iliat 
was  not  imnaediately  convertible;  aed  yet  that  Was 
the  project  of  Mr.  Webster.  Instead  of  such  views 
being  the  emanation  of  a  master  nund,  as  they  were 
called  the  other  day,  he,  (Mr.  I.,)  an  hnoibte  and 
comparatively  inngnificant  individual,  pronounced 
them  crudities  and  puerilities.  He  was  of  opinion  tha^ 
if  be  Secretary  of  State,  instead  of  occupying  bis  great 
mind  (if  great  it  were)  on  treasury  projects,  with 
which  be  bad  nothing  to  do,  would  occupy  his  great 
mind  on  what  was  the  legitimate  provinee  of  his  de- 
partment— the  extension  of  commerce  with  foreign 
nations«»he  would  produce  more  good,  for  he  might 
aid  in  bringii%  the  exchanges  in  our  favor,  ty 
bending  the  energies  of  his  great  mind  to  that  sub- 
ject, instead  of  wasting  them  where  they  would  be 
profitless.  He  had  heard  it  suggested  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  was  before  long  to  leave  for  England 
on  asort-ofAshborton  special  mission,  to  make  a 
commercial  treaty  between  England  and  ihi^  conn- 
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try;  and  he  [Mr.  iNontfOLL]  would  send  him  on  that 
eirand;  for,  properly  regarded,  it  was  a  gre«  t  errand. 
He  forther  alladed  to  the  admission  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster in  his .  Fanenil  Hall  speeoh,  that  a  United 
Slates  bank  was  an  obsolete  idea,  which  afforded 
proof  that  something:  was  gaioeil.  He  deemed 
moeh  to  be  gained  when  Mr.  Webster  admitted  a 
bank  to  bt  an  obsolete  idea;  and  if  he  woald  apply 
his  talents,  with  th'oee  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, to  develoD  the  resources  of  ihe  country,  its 
prosperity  would  be  put  on  a  more  satisfactory 
fobndation.  The  honorable  gentleman  made  other 
observations,  which  were  totally  lost  at  the  repor- 
ter's desk. 

Mr.  I.  D.  JONES  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  was 
assailed  with  cries  of  **adjearn,"  *'adjourn,>*  and 
"go  on,  go  on.*'  He  said  if  any  other  gentleman 
wished  to  go  on  to  night,  he  would  yield  to  him  the 
floor. 

Mr.  WISE  said  be  bad  a  few  words  to  say, 
which  he  wished  to  say  to  night;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  eonld  have  his  hour  to-mor- 
ro  w.  He  wished  to  make  his  obser  rations  to  night, 
for  ibe  House  was  just  waking  up  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  QRANGER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  willing  to  sit  until  can- 
dle-light, for  he  had  just  woke  up  like  Rip  Tan 
Winkle,  and  he  wanted  to  explain  what  had  hap- 
pened while  he  had  been  asleep. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  upon 
the  motion  to  adjourr,  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON 
withdrew  it. 

Mr.  ISAAC  D.  JONES  then  commenced  his  re- 
marks. He  said  that  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
explain  the  reasons  for  his  vote  upon  the  resolution 
by  which  the  exchequer  scheme  had  been  con- 
demned—having been  prevented  from  doing  so 
this  morning  by  the  operation  of  the  previous 
question.  He  referred  to  the  fact,  that  (he  State- 
bank  system  had  not  an  advocate  in  the  country; 
and  yet  it  was  the  only  system  now  in  force.  Why 
should  this  system  of  keeping  the  public  money  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  operation,  when  it  did  not 
have  a  friend  in  the  country?  Congress  had  twice 
shown  its  preference  for  a  national  bank;  bnt  that 
had  been  as  often  vetoed;  and  it  was,  moreover, 
doabtfnl  whether  the  stock  of  st^ch  an  ins^titntion 
could  be  subscribed.  He  preferred  even  that  the 
8ttb«treasury  should  be  adopted,  bad  as  it  was, 
rather  than  the  public  money  should  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Kxecntive.  He  was  unwilling  to 
trust  any  longer  to  Executive  discretion;  therefore, 
he  had  voted  against  the  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee, by  which  the  exchequer  plan  was  condemned. 
In  doing  so,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  had  no  in- 
fluence upon  him.  He  did  not  look  to  the  quarter 
whence  the  scheme  came;  and  he  was  the  last  man 
in  die  House  who  would  yield  anything  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  the  initiation  of  measures.  When  the 
House  went  into  committee  upon  the  exchequer 
bill,  he  should  express  his  views  at  large,  and  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  nelt  obtained  the  floor,  and  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  address  the  House,  because,  as 
the  *<godlike  Daniel"  had  remarked,  he  thought  be 
understood  the  subject  thoroughly.  He  would  not, 
however,  diKUSs  the  bill  which  this  morning  re- 
ceived sosiirnal  a  defeat;  because  it  would  be  like 
pouring  water  on  a  drowned  mouse.  After  an  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  bankrupt 
law,  and  a  notice  to  the  House  that  he  should  con 
tinue  to  call  up  his  retrenchment  bill,  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  explain 
the  cause  of  his  absence  this  morning,  when  the 
vote  was  taken  upon  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  consented,  prodded  the  gectle 
man  from  Virginia  would  only  speak  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  WISE  ^aid  if  there  was  anything  which  he 

spurned,  it   was  the  suspicion  of  dodtting.    He 

therefore  asked  the  Speaker  to  infoim  him  what 

qo<ntioitt  had   been   taken   during  his   absence. 

TIM  haiing  been  done,  he  said  that  to-day,  for 


the  first  titne  during  the  session,  he  had  fell  the 
sensation  of  hunger,  his  health  being  bad.  He  re- 
tired to  the  lower  part  of  the  Capitol  to  puaich  a 
snack,  [A  voice:  ^'Bbigcs,  do  you  bear  thati"]  and 
while  there,  he  fell  into  a  conversation  which  de- 
tained him  from  the  House  for  some  time.  To  his 
niter  astonishment  he  found,  when  he  returned, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J. 
IiifliRso]:.L]  on  the  floor,  discussing  the  merits 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  exchequer,  and 
matters  and  things  in  general.  As  during  his  ab- 
sence the  House  had  voted  upon  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Atrbr- 
TOK,]  and  also  upon  the  resolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  he  would  not  appear 
on  the  journal  of*  the  House,  he  would  make  a  re- 
quest of  the  reporters  of  both  papers  to  record 
nimc  pro  tune  what  would  have  been  his  votes  in 
case  he  were  present.  Upon  the  resolution  ef  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  he  should  have 
voted  ay;  and  secondly,  on  the  proposition  of  the 
Commitiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  should  have 
voted  no.  He  hoped  this  declaration  would  vindi- 
cate him  from  any  suspicion  of  dodging.  Indeed, 
his  constituents,  and  most  of  the  members  of  the 
House,  knew  him  too  well  to  think  he  would  re- 
sort to  any  such  thing. 

Had  not  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Ab- 
mold]  put  a  limit  upon  him  wotf-e  than  the  hour 
rule,  he  would  go  on  and  show  the  reason  of  the 
votes  he  should  have  given.  He  stated  some  of 
them  yesterday.  Nothing  could  induce  him  to  vote 
f(*r  such  a  proposition  as  that  brought  in  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  for  he  well  re- 
membered his  indignant  feelings  in  1837,  when  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  brought  in  the  negative  proposition  that  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  estab- 
lished. He  then  held  that  it  was  an  abandonment 
of  the  legislative  duty  of  Congress  with  regard  to 
the  currency.  Therefore,  with  the  same  feelings 
of  indignation,  he  would  have  voted  against  this 
negative  proposition,  regarding  it  also  as  an  aban- 
donment of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country. 

He  then  referred  to  ihe  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Inobbscll,]  and 
said  he  should  be  obliged  to  that  gentleman — who 
was  so  bold  as  to  say  that  Daniel  Webster  knew 
nothing  about  finance,  judging  by  his  Faneuil  Hall 
speech — if  he  had  informed  ihe  House  what  was 
his  substitute  for  the  exchequer. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  said  the  law  of  1789 
with  some  modifications. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked,  that  this  was  anything 
but  a  definition,  according  to  Blackstone,'  and 
would  throw  open  the  whole  field  of  experiment 
and  exploration.  The  act  of  1789  was  to  be  con- 
demned on  many  accounts,  as  had  been  remarked 
by  his  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  I.  D.  Jones  ] 
Moreover,  the  exchequer  itself  wax  but  a  proposi- 
tion to  modify  the  law  of  1789.  After  some  fur- 
ther remarks,  Mr.  W.  expres&ed  the  hope  that  the 
House  would,  on  to-morrow,  go  into  committee 
on  the  exchequer,  calmly  discuss  it  on  its  own 
merits,  and  decide  its  fate  without  party  recrimina* 
tion,  or  reference  to  party  objects.  His  ten  min- 
utes having  expired,  he  concluded  by  moving  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  POPE  requested  (he  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  for  a  moment; 
and,  Mr.  Wise  (with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Aa- 
hold)  assenting,  Mr.  P.  explained  that  pressing 
and  important  business  prevented  him  from  being 
present  when  the  vole  was  taken.  He  had  no 
particular  desire  to  vote  on  the  resolutions,  as  be 
ecu  Id  vote  on  the  exchequer  bill,  when  it  csme  up; 
but,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise] 
had  thought  proper  to  say  how  he  would  have  vo- 
ted, had  he  been  present,  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  do  the 
same  thing  He  should  have  voted  for  the  resolu- 
tion, and  agsinst  the  amendment;  for,  until  the  21 
of  March  next,  he  was  bound  to  bis  constituents  to 
vote  for  a  bank  of  the  United  Slates 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
for  reconsideration  on  the  table;  which  was  car- 
ried, without  a  division;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES^ 
Saturdav,  January  28, 1843. 

Mr.  RIDGWAY  presented  a  memorial  titoel 
by  41  members  of  ihe  Ohio  LegisUinre,*i5iJ, 
Congress  to  repeal  the  law  which  remoVed  ik 
sammer  term  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  Stales  from  Columbus  to  Cincintnti- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  presented  certain  reselo- 
tions  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  relatireto 
the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr.  GILMER  presented  a  resolution,  (which ns 
agreed  to,)  calling  upon  the  President  of  thcUnlW 
States  to  communicate  to  this  House,  it  Dotisoooh 
patible  with  the  public  interests,  any  informatioQ 
in  possession  of  the  Government  as  to  the  negotii. 
tion  of  a  treaty,  or  of  overtures  to  treat,  for  iheees^ 
sion  of  California  by  Mexico  to  England. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  presented  a  petition  on  ifae 
subject  of  the  warehousing  system. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  there  was  on  the  table  i 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  Petenbvf 
Railroad  Company,  which  he  desired  that  the 
House  should  now  take  up;  and,  if  ibe  Houe 
would  agree  to  do  so,  he  pledged  himself  to  aore 
the  previous  question,  to  prevent  the  consamptiia 
of  the  time  of  the  House  with  that  subject.  IV 
company  wished  a  decision  of  the  House,  oDctif 
or  the  other. 

Mr.  COWEN  objected,  this  being  private  liill 
day. 

Mr.  KEIM  presented  two  petiiions,  ngoed  bf 
Wm.  Green,  Abraham  Behm,  and  one  haodnd 
and  fifty  highly  respectable  Democratic  citiieuof 
Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Coders  to 
create  1900,000,000  of  national  stock  tobedistnbi)' 
ted  to  the  States:  referred  to  the  Commitiee  a 
Assumption  of  Slate  Debts. 

Mr.  READ  presented  the  petition  aad  dcei< 
ments  ot  Lois  Robinson,  praying  for  boantylu^ 
or  half-pay  for  five  years  in  lieu  thereof:  teM 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  SenE 
Lake,  and  45  other  citizens  of  Bucksport,  MaiK, 
for  an  additional  duty  on  sawed  Inmber,  fir» 
wood,  spars,  Ac,  which  was  referred  to  the  Con* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Also,  the  petitioic( 
Darius  Dickey,  of  Jonesport,  Maine,  forreeB^ 
ration  for  services  tendered  in  the  capiors  of  ik  | 
British  schooner  Industry  during  the  late  nr  | 
with  Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  to  ik 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  6IDDINGS  appealed  to  the  House  tobk 
up  the  bills  on  ihe  private  calendar,  yesterdijhit* 
ing  been  occupied  with  a  subject  which  sopenedd 
that  order  of  business. 

Mr.  CUSHING  objected,  and  moved  that  ite 
House  resolve  itrelf  into  Committee  of  theWMs 
on  the  state  of  the  Union;  avowing  his  object  sbi 
to  move  to  take  up  the  exchequer  bill.  HeW 
been  so  continuously  reproved  for  not  doiBg  i^ 
that  he  would  in  future  make  the  motion  diilj,» 
til  he  accomplished  his  purpose. 

•Mr  PAYNE  inquired  if  the  resolntioDiapsi- 
ing  the  refunding  of  the  fine  of  GtotralJiclm) 
was  not  in  order  during  the  morning  boor. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  uptndU 
business  of  the  morning  hour,  if  not  mi  vide  if 
a  resolution  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  tfacBCtia 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.Ct» 
lira,]  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  McKENNaN  renewed  the  mouoDcfl| 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings,]  to  ijipi, 
priate  this  day  to  the  private  calendar. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  after  being  mi>^ 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  PICKENS,  so  is  u 
effect  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD    submitted  the  fo! 
resolution;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  aOer  i 
statement  of  the  necessity   which  eiisied  k 
passage. 

Resolved  by  fhe  Senate   and  Bouse  ^fRt 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Cmgrm 
Thai  in  ail  caaea  where  a  soldier  of  ihe  last  ori«vo>'aoi«<fT< 
who  was  entitled  to  bounlv  land,  has  died  without  oboe 
patent  for  the  land,  and  where  application  b  madr  bri; 
the  heirs  of  the  deceased  soldier  for  the  bount;  1«M  i^a 
the  duty  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  War  w  T»»*^ 
paruneDU  toiaiueUie  wamntaod  pateDtinibeouBt' 
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helre  of  (hedeoeaMd  wldler,  without  specify Inf  each;  and  the 
patmi  eoimiiad  in  the  name  of  the  hein  generally,  sbali  inure 
to  the  benefit  of  the  whoie,  Iq  aueh  portiona  aaiheyarecev- 
erauy  entitled  to  by  the  laws  of  descent  in  the  State  orTciritory 
whare  the  soldier  died. 

The  SPEAEBR  then  called  for  rrports  from 
oommillees,  and  the  following  were  presented; 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York,  from  ibe 
Committee  on  Patents,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Stephen  K.  Jennings;  which  was  read  tvice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  moved  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  citizens  of  Ohio,  asking  a  grant  of  land 
•  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  special  committee  heretofore  appointed;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
lAfid  Claims,  reported  adversely  on  the  petition  of 
H.  M.  T.  Moss.  . 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  obuined  the  discbarge  of  the 

Committee  of  Claims  from  the  petition  of  citl- 

acns    of   Cayuga    coanty.  New    York,   praying 

that   the   fine  of   General    Jackson,    which    the 

President,  in  his  annua)  message,  recommended 

"^     should  be  refanded,  should  be  given  to  the  chil- 

'     dren  of  John  Adams. 

•^         He  also  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  Senate 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  &,  Hill. 
;  ^        Mr.  GORDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  several  adverse  reports;  amongst 
'    which  were  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Joseph 
Bowler  and  George  Pool. 

Mr.  BREWSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
•:     lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 

H.  Brown;  which  was  read  twice  and  rommitted. 
'  -       lldr.  TURNBULL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadieiary,  moved  that  it  be  discharged  from  the  far- 
.  fher  consideration  of  the  petition  of  David  Jones; 
wlaich  was  a  creed  lo. 

Mr.  CRANSTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnb- 
ilu  lie   Baildings  and  Grounds,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
.  reJicf  of  John  Skirving;  which  was  read  twice  and 
.,.    rererred. 

JMr.  FILLMORE  presented  documents  from  the 

Wflu  Department,  communicating  information  in 

rel«fctioD  to  the  appropriation  for  holding  a  treaty  with 

[\  the  8iouz  Indians  in  1841-,  and  the  authority  under 

,  ^  wimich  Governor  Doty  acted  in'  drawing  the  drafu 

;,   for    provisions  and  goods  furnished  to  the  Indians; 

;*..  wlvicb  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 

Aflfairs. 

XMr.  MOORE,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Private 
': .  .JLaLnd  Claims,  made  an  adverse  r^ort  upon  the 
'^.^peiition  of  John  H.  Howard. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  PINE. 
This  subject  next  came  up  in  order,  on  which 
Mr^PATMB  was  entitled  io  the  floor. 


■I  v: 


,11'i-' 


a  .'rt 


-c 


^^:      Mr.  BOTTS  requested  permission  to  make  an 

^^explanatory  statement.  He  said  it  would  be  recol- 

\. .  lected  that,  when  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 

,^',^  nia  [Mr.  C.  J.  ImobbsollJ  addressed  the  House, 

^     some  days  ago,  he  laid  down  the  broad  principle 

yc;  ^^^  il^^f^  wfts  no  legal  authority  to  punish  con- 

.'^-empta  by  attachments,  and  on  that  point  the  gen- 

^„.Ieman  challenged  the   legal  knowledge   of  that 

"^  aoose.    And  when  he  (Mr.  Borrs)  addressed  the 

^,, goosey  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asked 


,or- 


^'^'^  lim  how  the  common  law  became  the   law  of 

,..<l«oiiistana;  to  which  he  replied,  that  the  common 

^\\l  «w  became  the  law  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 

•^^'^'  irecisely  as  it  became  the  law   of  every  other 

^     Itarte  in  the  Union.    Since  that  time,  be  had  met 

^^^rjcli  an  authority  on  that  point,  which  he  wished 

^''  o  communicate  to  the  House. 

^^     H!e    was    then  understood  to  quote  Gordon's 

^  L-Yi^est,  article  106,  page  480,  being  the  14th  sec- 

iC^v  j3,^  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789. 

ar.        Mr.  PAYNE  then  resumed  the  floor,  and  said,  on 

•j:s-Ishig  to  address  the  House  on  this  occasion,  be 

d  «^'»lt  somewhat  as  a  gentleman  who  addressed  the 

ic  U*  loose  a  few  days  ago  felt.    He  had  reflected  on 

f  vB '  lis  question,  and  on  some  paits  of  it  he  had  wished 

>  saja  few  words;  but,  bj  the  adjournment  of  u 

,  fi  -  t>in  day  to  day,  much  of  what  he  intended  to  have 

.(■'  \  lid  bad  passed  from  his  recollection,  and  he  should 

;,' V :9W  find  it  exceedingly  difiknlt  to  strike  on  the 

''i/  aia  of  thought   which  he  had  chalked  out  for 

r  J  .mseif.  Besides,  there  was  another  thought  in  his 


mind,  when  he  before  wished  to  address  the  House 
on  this  subject.  He  had  thought  that,  en  an  appeal  to 
the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  Houae,  there 
would  have  been  found  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to 
this  proposition;  but  he  bad  since  abandoned  that  ex- 
pectation. Tbe  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  had  satisfied  him  that  such 
were  the  trammels  of  party,  that  the  appeal  he  had 
contemplated  would  be  useless:  he  should  therefore 
not  appeal  to  this  Congress  at  all,  but  he  should 
look  beyond  it,  to  the  American  people;  and  in 
making  bis  appeal  to  them— and  they  were  the 
fountain  of  all  justice,  as  of  all  authority  on  poli- 
tical questions — he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
his  appeal  would  be  heard,  and  that  the  time 
would  come  when  an  appeal  to  that  tribunal  would 
produce  an  effect  which  would  So  operate  on  this 
body  as  to  force  tbe  passage  of  the  measure  un- 
der consideration.  When  this  question  was  ex- 
amined before  that  tribunal,  it  would  be  gaged  by 
the  square  of  justice;  it  would  not  be  asked  if  its 
passage  would  promote  the  aspirations  of  any  par- 
ticular individual  for  the  Presidency,  or  its  adop- 
t  on  blight  the  hopes  and  prospects  of  other  am- 
bitious aspirants,  who  may  be  looking  to  that  ele- 
vation. As  be  had  said,  it  would  be  gaged  by 
the  square  of  justice;  and  the  only  question  that 
would  be  asked  would  be,  was  General  Jackson 
justified  in  tbe  course  he  adopted  at  New  Orleans? 
Washejas'ifiedornot?  If  he  was,  they  would 
at  once  declare  that  this  fine  should  be  refunded; 
but  if  he  was  wrong,  no  human  being  under, 
heaven  would  desire,  he  (Mr.  P.)  apprehended, 
that  it  should  be  done.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Botts]  asked  where  General  Jackson 
got  his  authority  to  declare  martial  law  at  New 
Orleans;  and  as  the  question  had  been  asked,  he 
would  proceed  to  answer  it.  He  should  not  con- 
tend that  either  the  Constitution  or  tbe  laws  justi- 
fied General  Jackson  in  declaring  martial  law  at 
New  Orleans:  he  conceded  that  point.  He  would 
go  further;  and  admit  that,  so  particular  had  been 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  adoption  of 
constitutions,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  constitution 
which  did  not  expressly  declare  that  the  military 
was  subordinate  to  tbe  civil  power;  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  contained  the  same 
doctrine.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  it  did  not 
follow  that,  in  time  of  war,  a  case  might  not  arise 
in  which  it  was  justifiable— nay,  in  which  it  was 
essential — that  a  commander  should  assume  the 
responsibility  of  declaring  martial  law.  The  pres- 
ervation of  the  army  itself,  and  of  the  country, 
from  an  invading  army,  would  furnish  circum- 
stances under  which  a  commander  would  be  justi- 
fied in  declaring  martial  law.  Tbe  ground,  then, 
on  which  he  predicated  the  authority  of  General 
Jackson  to  declare  martial  law  at  New  Orleans, 
were  thc^  grounds  of  self-defence  which  were 
paramount  to  all  written  constitutions  and  laws; 
and  his  defence  and  justification  rested  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure. 

He  then  cited  the  instance  of  the  invasion  of 
Florida  by  General  Jackson  at  tbe  time  the  ter- 
ritory belonged  lo  the  Bang  of  Spain,  a  neutral 
power.  There  was  no  authority  for  snob  invasion. 
Yet  the  country  was  inhabited  by  Indians,  who 
were  constantly  committing  depredations  on  the 
Americans;  and  who  were  incited  thereto,  and  sup- 
plied with  ammunition,  by  tbe  English.  General 
Jackson  saw  the  necessity  of  inviting  this  terri- 
tory; for  self-preservation  was  paramount  to  all 
constitutional  law.  The  King  of  Spain  earnestly 
protested  aga  nst  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson, 
and  demanded  his  removal  from  command.  But 
the  General,  then,  had  an  able  champion  and  de- 
fender—a man  who  should,  at  least,  be  authority 
on  questions  of  constitutional  law  with  a  majority 
of  this  House.  He  referred  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams  ]  Mr.  P.  then  read 
an  extract  from  the  complaint  of  the  Spanish  min- 
ister, and  the  answer  made  by  Mr.  Adams  on  be- 
half of  this  Government.  It  was,  indeed,  difficult 
to  find  a  more  conclusive  and  ample  defence  of 
General  Jackson,  than  that  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ma^sachnsetts.  That  gentleman  then  said 
that  General  Jackson  was  governed  by  tbe  most 
enlarged  patriotism,  and  by  a  pressing  necessity,  of 
which  be  alone  could  be  the  judge.   General  Jack- 


son did  judge;  and  the  consequences  of  his  entrance 
into  the  territory  of  the  neutral  King  of  Spain  #ere 
well  known. 

Now  be  contended  that  every  principle  involved 
in  the  invasion,  by  General  Jackson,  of  a  neutral 
territory,,  was  also  involved  in  this  declaration  cf 
martial  law  at  New  Orleans.  The  question  very 
naturally  arose.  Why  was  ii  that  the  distingnished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who 
was  formerly  so  able  a  champion  of  General  Jack- 
son, now  turned  round,  at  the  end  of  thirty  years, 
to  become — he  had  almost  said — the  reviler  and 
slanderer  of  him  whom  he  once  so  powerfully  de- 
fended? He  would  not  say  that  tbe  feeling  evinced 
by  the  gentleman  bad  its  origin  iu  the  political 
contest  of  1838;  but  he  could  tell  the  gentleman 
that  others  less  charitable  than  himself  not  only 
thought  such  to  be  the  fact,  but  were  not  backward 
in  so  declaring. 

Tbe  next  view  which  he  took  of  the  declaration 
of  martial  law  by  General  Jackson,  was  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case.  Upon  the  establishment  of  the 
necessity  of  declaring  martial  law  alone  depended 
the  justification  of  the  Gkneral.  If,  therefore,  it 
could  be  established  that  martial  law  was  necesba* 
ry  when  General  Jackson  declared  it,  he  would  de« 
mand  the  passage  of  this  bill  to  refund  the  fine. 
In  order  to  do  this,  he  must  advert  to  the  facts  as 
related  in  the  history  of  the  times.  He  read  from 
Martin's  Histery  of  Louisiana,  to  show  that  a 
large  number  ot  the  people  of  that  State  wee  al- 
ways adverse  to  a  change  in  their  government,  and 
to  becoming  members  of  the  Confederacy;  that 
they  were  disaflTected;  and  that  tbey  were  ready  to 
become  traitors  when  occasion  ofifered.  He  also 
read  from  the  address  of  the  British  commander, 
when  arriving  in  Louisiana,  proclaiming  to  the 
people  cf  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  others,  that, 
should  they  start  aside,  they  might  have  money  in 
abundance,  and  a  good  price  for  their  productions. 
These  patriotic  individuals  paid  no  attention  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  British  commander;  and,  for 
the  honor  of  humanity,  it  was  to  have  been  hoped 
that  none  would  be  forced  to  aid  the  British  com- 
mander in  circulating  his  incendiary  publication. 
But  enemies  werefonnd  who  circulated  the  pamph- 
let, and  scattered  copies  of  it  all  over  the  country 
between  Mobile  and  tbe  Mississippi.  There  were, 
besides  this,  other  evidences  of  the  existence  of 
treason.  The  Executive  continued  to  inform  Gen. 
Jackson  that  the  country  was  filled  with  enemies 
and  spies.  Even  one  of  the  colonels  was  tainted, 
and  contemplated  a  surrender  to  the  British.  He 
could  not  say  whether  the  Legislature  were  infect- 
ed or  not;  but,  if  he  had  its  journal,  he  might,  per- 
haps, put  his  hand  on  one  or  more  propositions 
that  would  throw  some  light  on  tbe  subject. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  had 
said  that  General  Jackson  acte^  merely  upon 
vague  rumor,  and  had  not  informed  the  public 
where  he  derived  his  information  of  the  treason 
which  existed.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  it 
would  be  remembered,  informed  the  House  that  he 
never  read  but  one  law  book  in  his  life.  From 
this  remark,  it  would  be  nothing  more  than  natu- 
ral to  suppose  that  he  had  been  equally  negligent 
in  reading  the  history  of  his  country.  ,He  cMr. 
P.)  made  ne  such  charge,  because  everybody  knew 
that  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  very  well 
veised  in  the  history  of  this  country. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said,  that  what  he  observed  on  a 
former  occasion  was,  that  General  Jackson  had 
not  given  any  reasons  for  his  suspicion  of  the  ex* 
istence  of  treason,  so  far  as  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  yet 
ascertained. 

Mr.  PAYNE  remarked  that  he  was  proceeding 
on  the  supposition  that  the  gentleman  had  omitted 
to  read  the  history  of  the  times.  It  would  have 
certainly  been  improper  in  General  Jackson  to 
take  ihe  cour&e  he  did,  without  controlling  reasons. 

Mr.  BOTTS  here  inquired  what  history  the 
gentleman  had  got  his  information  from. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  from  Martin's  History  of 
Louisiana 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  had  never  read  that  book. 

Mr.  PAYNE  resumed,  and  read  a  passage  con- 
taining information  of  the  treason  then  in  progress, 
communicated  to  General  Jackson  by  Colonel 
Duncan.    He  also  read  (to  show  that  Genera} 
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Jacksen  did  |2ot  aet  on  vagae  and  general  sus- 
picions) a  passiga  from  La  Toar.  How,  then, 
he  8sked,  was  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  be 
sayed?  How  defended  against  a  powerful  in- 
vading fenemy,  except  by  declaring  martial  law? 
GeneralJaekaon  saw  and  felt  the  responbibiliiy 
of  his  situation,  and  he  ordeied  New  Orleans  to  be 
put  nnder  the  same  rnles  as  a  military  camp.  It 
was  pot  nnder  garrison;  all  the  avenues  coming  into 
and  going  out  of  the  city  were  blocked  up,  and  all 
eommanication  cut  off  betweien  traitors  within 
and  the  enemy  without.  The  next  thing  was 
the  publication,  by  Mr.  Louallier,  of  an  in- 
cendiary pamphlet,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
produce  mutiny  and  disobedience  te  the  orders 
of  General  Jackson.  He  was  arrested,  together 
with  Judge  HaJl,  (who  became  his  accomplice,)  by 
the  order  of  Oeceral  Jackson.  On  this  head  of  the 
snbject,  he  would  remark,  that  there  was  an  argu- 
ment in  the  Democratic  Review  so  full  and  conclu- 
sive, that  be  need  not  say  an}  thing  more;  but 
wcnkl  content  himself  by  having  it  printed  in  bis 
speech  when  that  should  be  published  in  full. 

He  then  went  on  to  argue  that  New  Orleans 
could  not  have  been  saved,  except  for  the  declarA- 
tion  of  martial  law.  The  forces  of  the  Americans 
amounted  to  but  3.000  men;  many  of  them  raw 
soldiers,  undisciplmcd,  inexperienced,  and  without 
proper  arms.  Against  them,  the  enemy  were  14,000 
strong,  Af  the  best  troops  in  the  world.  Hefreferred 
to  the  fact  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massaebn- 
setts,  [Mr.  CasHiNo] — that  the  British  arms  were 
victorious  everywhere  but  in  America.  Every- 
where ihey  had  added  a  halo  of  glory  to  the  con- 
quering cross  of  St.  Qeorge.  The  condition  of 
England,  too,  was  at  that  lime  entirely  free  from 
danger.  She  had  nothing  to  fear  from  France. 
The  star  of  Napoleon  had  set.  There  was  no 
reason  to  fear  an  insurrection  in  Ireland:  her  altars 
had  been  cloven  down,  and  their  fires  of  freedom 
extinguished  with  the  blood  of  Emmett.  Thus 
left  to  contend  with  a  power  which  had  torn  the 
diadem  fiom  the  hero  of  Aosterlitz,  and  broken  up 
the  confederation  of  the  Rhine,  it  was  the  Ameri- 
cans alone — the  Anglo- Jackson  blood — which  tore 
the  lion  from  the  conquering  flag.  He  might  say 
to  the  ladies  of  Ne>v  Orleans,  lovely  and  virtuous 
as  they  were,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  conduct 
of  Andrew  Jackson,  their  mothers  and  aunts  would 
have  been  surrendered  to  the  lusts  of  an  infuriated 
soldiefy. 

He  would  tell  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans  more 

that  at  this  very  time,  when  an  effort  was  made  to 
refund  to  General  Jackson  the  fine  so  unjustly  im- 
posed on  him,  the  Senators  from  Louisiana,  in 
another  branch  of  the  legislative  body,  were  voting 
against  it — ay,  voting  against  the  remission  of  the 
fine  to  their  defender.  Let  that  go  to  them:  he  had 
no  further  remark  to  make  on  that  subject.  He 
had  said  that  here  be  rested  the  claim  of  General 
Jackson  to  have  this  fine  refunded  to  him — not  as 
a  gratuity;  not  as  a  remuneration  for  his  distin- 
guished service;;  but  as  an  act  of  justice.  He  de- 
manded it  as  an  acquittal — an  absolute  acquittal 

from  the  aspersions  that  had  been  so  foully  cast 
upon  him.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
BoTTS]  said,  the  other  day,  that  General  Jackson 
had  received  the  amount  of  this  6ne  from  a  sub- 
scription raised  by  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans;  and 
that,  instead  of  putting  the  money  in  hi3  own 
pocket,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do,  distributed  it 
among  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
fell  in  the  defence  of  the  city.  For  this  reason, 
the  gentleman  contended  that  the  Government 
should  not  refund  the  amount  of  the  fiar. 
Now,  did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  General 
Jackion  could  have  received  this  money  as  a 
gratuity  or  as  a  reward  for  his  services?  If  he 
bad  done  so,  he  would  not  have  been  Andrew 
Jackson.  On  the  contrary,  knowing  that  the 
amount  thus  raiv«ed  by  the  gratitude  of  those  whom 
he  had  saved  from  the  outrages  of  a  licentious 
soldiery  could  not  be  restored  to  them,  he,  in  ac 
cordance  with  that  benevolence  and  humanity 
which  always  distinguished  him,  recommended  its 
distribution  among  the  wi  lows  and  orphans  of 
those  who  bad  fallen  in  battle.  He  rejoiced  that 
thegentleman  from  Virginia  had  brought  this  subject 
to  the  notice  of  the  House.  It  showed  that  there  was 


a- deep  peo.e  of  gratitude  to  their  deliverer  per- 
vading ail  clashes  of  (be  cit>.  But  the  most  re- 
markable declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was,  that,  in  reading  the  history  of  General 
Jackson,  he  could  find  but  one  green  spot  in  his 
life.  But  one  green  spot  in  the  life  of  Andrew 
Jackson!  Why,  he  could  go  back  to  his  boyhood, 
«vhen  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  British  camp. 
While  there,  he  was  insolently  ordered  by  a  Briu 
ish  ofi&c^r  to  black  his  boots.  Did  he  obey  with 
the  servile  acquiescence  of  a  timid  and  inexpe- 
rienced boy?  No;  he  indignantly  retnsed,  and  told 
him  that  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  not  ame- 
nable to  the  exercise  of  such  authority.  Was  not 
this  a  green  spot  in  his  life?  But  again:  Look  at 
the  condition  of  the  country  during  the  last  war, 
at  the  lime  when  General  Jackson  was  appointed 
to  a  command  in  the  army.  Our  cities  bad  been 
sacked;  and  the  British  flag  had  waved  over  the 
walls  which  surround  us;  and  the  northwestern 
frontier  was  deluged  in  blood;  and  the  whole  na- 
tion was  in  alarm.  No  sooner  was  General  Jack- 
son appointed,  but  the  tide  of  victory  was  rolled 
back,  victory  to  our  arms  succeeded  victory,  till 
the  war  ended  in  a  blaze  of  glory  at  New  Orleans. 
Lool&  to  the  Crrek  war;  the  battles  of  Emuckfa, 
Talledega,  Echota,  and  the  Horse  Shoe;  was  there 
no  green  spot  there?  Why,  if  they  did  not  know 
the  intelligence  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
thev  might  naturally  suppose  that  he  was  as  igno- 
rant of  the  history  of  his  country  as  he  professed 
to  be  of  law. 

Upon  all  these  grounds,  the  fine  should  be  re- 
funded; and  refunded  because  it  was  unjustly  im- 
posed on  him;  because  General  Jackson  acted  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case;  and,  if  he  had  not  de- 
clared martial  law,  the  wealth  of  the  city,  and, 
above  all,  its  helpless  females,  would  have  become 
the  prey  of  a  brutal  soldiery.  Could  an  American 
Congress  bold  that  it  had  no  power  to  refund  this 
fine?  Look  at  the  gratuity  of  |25,000  given  to 
the  widow  of  General  Harrison.  He  did  not  vote 
for  that  donation,  because  he  believed  that  this 
Government  had  no  right  to  make  gratuities.  But 
here  was  a  different  case;  here  was  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  be  performed,  and  money  to  be  restored, 
that  had  been  unjustly  extorted  and  withheld  for 
nearly  thirty  years.  Hull  was  paid  for  his  per- 
fidy and  cowardice;  and  why  should  General  Jack- 
son be  punished  for  his  patriotism  and  courage? 
He  disliked  to  speak  of  an  American  in  the  manner 
he  was  compelled  to  speak  of  Hull;  but  he  must 
say  that  a  large  portion  of  the  American  people 
declared  that  he  was  highly  tinctured  with  treason. 
This  man,  then,  was  rewarded  by  this  very  Con- 
gress, who  refused  to  do  justice  to  the  defender 
of  his  country.  He  a^ked  if  the  American  people 
would  tolerate  conduct  like  this.  Again:  a  bill 
had  passed  the  House  for  paying  the  Mas^^sachu- 
setts  militia  for  refusing  to  serve  under  the 
orders  of  the  General  Government;  yet  the 
House  could  refuse  justice  to  the  man  who 
had  shed  his  best  blood  in  the  service  of  his 
^country.  The  gemleman  from  Massachuvetts,  the 
other  day,  very  insidiously  brought  the  traitor  Ar- 
nold in  the  debate,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  his 
case  to  that  of  General  Jackson;  and  repeated  the 
anecdote  of  the  American  who  said,  that  if  his 
countrymen  had  caught  him,  ihey  wiuld  have 
buried  with  the  honors  of  war  the  leg  that  was  mu- 
tilated in  their  service,  and  hung  the  rftt  cf  his 
body.  He  cuuld  well  retort  upon  the  gentleman, 
and  direct  what  point  there  was  in  the  anecdote  to 
him,  and  those  who  thought  with  him.  He  might 
say,  that  if  Arnold  were  here  now,  before  this  Con- 
gress, they  would  (judging  from  its  action  in  Hull's 
and  General  Jackson's  case*)  pension  the  treason- 
able part  of  his  body,  and  hang  up  the  leg  that 
was  wounded  in  defence  of  the  country. 

The  SPEAKER  here  reminded  Mr.  P.  that  his 
hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  DAWSON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  gave  notice  that  he 
would  on  Monday  assk  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  organizing^  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

MILITARY  DISTRICTS. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  War  Department,  in  answer 


to  the  resolution  of  the  Slst  instant,  requiriog  tbe 
Secretary  of  W%r  to  inform  the  House  what  (if 
any)  change  has  taken  place  in  the  orgnnization  of 
the  military  divisions  or  districts  of  iheUaitcd 
States  since  4ih  March  last;  and,  if  so,  the  reasest 
for  such  change,  dbc.,  &e. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructioas 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by 
law,  for  the  abrogation  of  the  present  arrangeaieat 
of  the  military  departments,  as  adopted  by  the  gen- 
eral order  No.  40,  issued  on  the  12th  of  Julf, 
1842,  and  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  two  mili- 
tary diviaioiis  as  they  existed  immediately  before 
the  issuing  of  that  order. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the  ia 
(tructions  by  adding  the  following: 

''And  also  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  commanding  general  in  chief.'' 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment;  bat  he  would  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man to  go  farther,  and  inquire  intq  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  army  and  navy  altogether, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  he  hoped  thai,  ia 
line.  Congress  would  reduce  both.  He  believed 
it  essential  to  the  good  of  the  country  that  the 
army  and  navy  should  both  be  considerably  re- 
duced. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  accepted  the  amead- 
ment  as  a  modification  of  his  resolution;  and,  ia 
that  form,  it  was  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  communicated  a  report  from 
the  War  Department,  transmitting  345  copies  of 
the  Army  Register*  in  compliance  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  February  Isi,  1842:  laid  on  the  table,  aad 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Na^y  Depart- 
ment, in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  show- 
ing the  cost  and  progress  made  in  building  the 
iron  war  steamer,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, at  New  York:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

LAW  FEES. 

Mr.  RANDALL,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
Disuict  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the 
fees  of  the  officers  of  the  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  which  was  twice  read,  and  lefened  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Fulton  was  taken  up  on  its  second  readingi  bnl, 
objection  being  made,  it  was  laid  aside. 

The  foHocving  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
pa&sed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Credit,  and  the  master  aad 
crew  of  said  vei»*el. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abner  Lowell  and  othcn, 
owners  of  the  fishing  schooner  William. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  El iery,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooners  Sevo  and  Ida,  and  otheis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell  and 
others,  owner,  master,  and  crew,  of  the  fishing 
schconer  Lucy  Ann. 

A  bill  /or  the  relief  of  Mary  Bradstrcet  and 
Amos  Tappan. 

A  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Knott  Martin  the  3i,  and 
Arnold  Martio,  owners  of  the  fishing  schooner  Only 
'  Son,  and  ethers 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barnabas  Baker  and 
others,  of  the  fishing  ^chooncr  called  the  Union,  of 
Dennis,  Massachosetts. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Koowlea,  jr.,  and 
owners,  and  the  crew  of  the  fishing  schoner  Garnet. 

An  act  to  set  aside  certain  reservations  of  lands 
on  account  of  live  oak  in  the  southeastern  district 
of  Louisiana. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  payment  of  seven  companies  of 
Qeorgia  militia,  for  services  rendered  in  the  years 
1840  and  1841,"  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entiiJed 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Skinner,  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Isaac  Green,*'  was  read 
and  concurred  in. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Planters*  Bank  of 
Mississippi,  and  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Missis 
sippi. 
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Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  De  Peyster  and 
Henry  N.  Croger. 

Ad  act  10  rpgulate  enlistments  in  the  army, 
navy,  and  marioe  corps. 

Ao  act  to  aobecid  the  charter  of  the  town  of  AI- 
exaodria^ 

Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Hcory  Wilde. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Peterbbnrg  Railroad 
CompaDy,  was  taken  np;  and,  on  the  question  of 
its  passage, 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay5; 
which  beisg  taken,  reealted  as  fbllows — ^yeas  55, 
nays  9S.    Tb«  bill  was,  therefore,  rejected. 

Mr.OIDDTNQS  then  moy«d  that  the  House  go 
into  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
prirate  calendar;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  McKsNAKN  took  the  chair. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Benj.  Ogle 
Tayloe  was  taken  up  and  read. 

Mr.  WM.  SMITH  said  he  must  object  to  the 
resolution,  until  be  heard  some  rea8on  for  its 
adoptioi.  The  resolution  was,  therefore,  passed 
oTcr. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  wardens  of  St. 
PanPi  Church,  Philadelphia,  was  passed  over,  un- 
del  objection  by  the  same  gentleman. 

The  following  bills  were  laid  aside  to  be  report- 
ed: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Waldrbn. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Randolph  Clay. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  White. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  B.  Johnson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Gray. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  Samuel 
Swaurtwont 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Barry. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Mitchell. 

[This  bill  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  MER1WETH- 
BR;  bat,  at  the  earned  appeal  of  Mr.  STSEN- 
U>Dj  the  objection  was  withdrawn.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  W.  Angus. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Qresham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Powers. 

A  biJl  for  the  relief  of  George  A.  Winslow. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Pike. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Khnball. 

A  bill  fer  the  relief  of  J.  R.  Vienne. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
f  Robert  A.  Kelly. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  8.  Eveleth. 

A  bill  prantinf;  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
in  settlers  in  Wisconsin. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of   P.    Smith   and  James 

OUDg. 

A    joint   resolution   for   the  benefit   of  F.  M. 
ewia. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  benefit  of  Mary  Neal. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Miller. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Mnnn. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgeeomb. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Wilson. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Nantucket  Steamboat 
ompaoj. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  and  J.  Wilkinson. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andiew  Fisher. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gamaliel  B.  Smith. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Street. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samnel  Hofi'mao. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Dicy. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  McGuire. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sampson  Brown. . 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Pkttersoa. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maria  Fowler. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Rhinalt. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Sneed. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Weaver  and  Ja- 
!>    Hcyberger,  sureties  of  the   Norristown  and 
ilJey  Railroad  Company. 
A   bill  for  the  relief  of  S  and  M.  Riche. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hodgkin. 
A  bill  for 'the  relief  of  Thomas  H-  Brown. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samnel  R.  Jennings. 
%.  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Skirving. 
\  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca  Guest. 
rbe  following  bills  were  pas;sed  over,  objections 
eialijr  being  made: 
1  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Homans. 
k  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill. 


Toe  adveri^e  report  upon  the  petition  o(  General 
Hernandez  was  passed  over  without  action. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GIDDINGS,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  several  bills  above 
mentioned  as  laid  aside  to  the  House. 

The  said  bills  were,  wiih  some  exceptions  noted 
below,  ordered  to  their  engrossment,  and  then  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed  conjointly  by  one  vote  of 
the  Hous<f.' 

The  following  bills,  though  reported,  were  laid 
over,  under  objections  made  in  the  House: 

A  bill  fo^  the  relief  of  Alexander  Mitchell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Skirving. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Weaver  and  Ja- 
cob Heyberger. 

A  bill  (from  the  Senate)  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  make  a  compromise  with 
any  of  the  sureties  of  Samuel  Swartwout  on  bis  of- 
ficial bond  as  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Norristown  Railroad  Company; 
which  was  not  agreed  to;  but,  as  objection  was 
made  to  the  bill,  it  went  over. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Florida, 
which  was  the  special  order  for  to-day,  and  on 
which  Mr.  Lew,  having  the  floor,  intended  to  ad- 
dress the  House,  was  made  the  special  order  for 
Frday  next. 

OFFICERS  IN  THE  BALTIMORE  CUSTOM- 

HOUSE. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

« 

iZsMlved,  Thalibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
inform  this  House  whether  any  sddiUon  has  been  made  to  the 
number  or  officers  attaclied  to  the  Baltimore  custom-house,  or 
to  any  depanment  thereof,  since  the  1st  of  Septemlier,  1811; 
and  if  any  addition  has  been  made,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  further  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  names 
of  eucb  additional  officers  as  have  been  appointed  since  the  date 
alx>ve  mentioned,  the  nature  of  their  duties  respectively,  their 
day,  and  the  date  of^ their  appointment.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  also  inform  this  House  what  necessity  existed, 
in  the  affairs  of  the  custom-house  of  Baltimore,  for  any  eucb 
addition  to  the  officers  thereof;  and  whether  the  said  addition 
was  recommended  by  the  eoIIecfx)r,  or  by  anv  other  officer  of 
the  customs  of  Baltimore;  and  if  recommenaed  by  any  other, 
by  whom. 

COMMANDEGS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  the  following  joint  reso* 
lution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreeentcUivea  of 
the  United  States  in  Conrress  assembled^  That  the  first  pro- 
viso to  the  first  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1812,"  approved 
August  4th,  1842^  l)e,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  modified,  as  to 
allow  of  the  addition,  by  promotion,  of  four  commanders  in 
the  navT  alwve  the  number  limited  and  prescribed  by  the  pro- 
viso aforesaid;  and  if  the  addition  shall  lie  made  to  the 
number  of  commanders  as  contemplated  by  this  resolution, 
no  further  addition  shall  then  be  made  to  the  number  of  com- 
manders in  the  navy  until  the  whole  number  shall  be  again  re- 
duced to  that  authorized  and  limited  by  the  Uw  hereby  modi- 
fied. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  objected. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  as  objection  was  made,  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  state  that  its  object  was  to 
enable  the  President  and  the  Senate  to  promote 
the  commander  of  the  late  exploring  expedition. 
There  were  now  four  officers  «ho  had  precedence 
of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  whom  it  was  necessary  to 
promote  before  that  cfficer  could  be  honored  tor 
his  services  in  an  expedition  which  was  productive 
of  so  much  gcod  to  the  country. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MALLORY,  Mr. 
M£RIWETHEa,and  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

DEFALCATIONS. 

Mr.  BURN  ELL  submitted  the  followinpreso- 
lution,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Re^lved^  That  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  he,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  report  to  this  House  annually  all  cases 
wherein  any  officer  of  the  Government  has  failed  to  settle  his 
accounts  for  the  current  year,  the  cause  of  the  same,  and  what 
proceedings  have  been  directed  m  each  of  such  cases;  also,  all 
defalcations  which  may  have  taken  place  during  the  current 
year,  and  the  proceedings  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  repoited  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
examination  and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Mem* 
phis,  Tennessee;  which  was  read  twice,  and  <com- 
mitted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

MoNDAT,  January  30,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  /em.  laid  before  the  Sen« 
ate  a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmitting  dicumeats  received  by  the  Caledonia^ 
from  United  Stales  consuls  abroad,  showing,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
August  last,  the  cost  of  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States,  daring  tbe  months  of  July,  August, 
and  September  last,  at  the  ports  from  whence  im- 
ported, dbc.;  which,  on  motion- of  Mr.  HUNTING* 
TON,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  Ihe  table  for  tbe  pres- 
ent. 

Also,  laid  l>efore  the  Seufite  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  transmitting,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
26*h  inst.,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  an  officer  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  on  tbe  subject  of  an  iron 
pile  light  for  Barileti^  reef,  in  Long  Island  Sound; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie. on  the  table,  and  be 
.  prialed. 

Memorials  were  presented  by  Mr.  EVANS, 
from  Tbomaston,  Newcastle,  and  Nobleborongb, 
Maine;  by  Mr.  CRAFTS,  from  Montpelier,  Ver- 
mont; by  Mr.  SIMMONS,  from  Newport,  Rhode 
Island;  from  shipowners,  merchants,  and  others, 
engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation,  representing 
thai  the  mercantile  navigation  of  the  United  States 
has  suffered  maierially  from  the  effects  of  the  ex- 
isting treaties,  and  the  arrangements  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  Hanseatie 
Republics,  France,  Holland,  Denmark,  Russia,  and 
Sweden,  respectively;  and  that  those  treaties  and 
arrangements  termed  reciprocal  have  not  proved 
reciprocal  to  the  navigation  of  the  United  States; 
and  asking  that  Congress  would,  so  f ar  ais  the 
treaties  permitted,  make  regulations  which  would 
prove  mure  reciprocal;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Maine  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade, 
a»king  that  a  specific  duty  may  be  levied,  greater 
than  the  duty  ot  the  present  tariff,  on  certain  kinds 
of  lumber  imported  from  New  Brunswick  and  Nova 
Scotia:  referred  tu  tbe  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  frem  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  they 
state  that  they  are  very  much  in  want  of  a  proper 
currency,  and  ask  Congress  to  issue  |200,000,000 
of  scrip,  based  tn  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
publ  c  lands,  to  be  divided  among  the  States  and 
Territories,  as  a  proper  and  ready  means  of  relief: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  Sarah 
Williamson,  a  widow  of  a  deceased  revoln<ioBarjr 
soldier,  complaining  of  the  construction  by  the  de- 
parfment  of  tbe  pension  act  of  July  7, 1838,  by 
which  she  has  been  excluded  from  its  benefit;  and 
asking  Congress  to  pass  an  act  reversing  that  con- 
struction, to  enable  her  to  obtain  a  pension:  referred 
to  the  Committee  oh  Pensions. 

Also,  presented,  a  memorial  from  members  of 
the  bar  and  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  complaining 
of  tbe  inconvenience  resalting  to  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ses!»ions  of  the  United  Srates  courts 
being  held  in  Burlington  and  New  Brunswick,  and- 
praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  them  to 
be  holden  at  Trenton  for  the  future:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  six  memorials 
from  the  city  and  ccuniy  of  Philadelphia,  asking 
Congress  to  re^-tore  to  Mr.  Kendall  his  peri^onal 
liberty,  of  which  he  has  been  deprived  in  conse- 
quence of  the  verdict  rendered  aga  nst  him  by  the 
district  court  of  tbe  United  Slates  for  tbe  District 
of  Columbia,  in  favor  of  Stockton  db  Stoke»,  for 
conscientiously  difcbarging  his  official  duty  to  the 
United  States,  under  his  oa  h  of  offioe  as  Postmaster 
General. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  would  only  say  that  he 
believed,  with  the  memorialii>ts  that  Congress 
should  not  permit  Mr.  Kendall  thus  to  be^eprived 
of  his  personal  liberty  for  conscientiously  dischar- 
ging bis  duty  to  his  Government  by  protecting  its 
interests.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  to  which  be  proposed  to  refer  it,  would 
forthwith  report  a^ill  granting  tbe  relief  petitioned 
for.    [Mr.  B.  was  here  told  that  memorials  hereto* 
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fore  pre senied  on  this  sobject  had  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims.]  He  believed,  not- 
withstanding such  reference,  that  the  proper  refer- 
ence would  be  to  the  Judiciary  Commiitee.  It  was 
properly  a  judicial  question,  and  the  remedy  &hould 
come  from  that  committee. 

The  memorials  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  BAG  BY  presented  a  pefition  from  Farley 
D.  Thompson,  %sking  to  be  relieved  from  liabili- 
ties iocuned  as  sure^  for  Chili  on  White,  late  post- 
master at  Lagrangp,  Alabama:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  prf  sented  a  memorial  from  the 
Central  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  asking 
.  remission  of  duties  on  such  railroad  iron  as  may  be 
imported  for  the  use  of  that  company  before  the  1st 
of  March,  provided  it  be  laid  down  within  the 
prerentyear:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
certain  persons  of  the  United  States  residing  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  ascribing  all  the  distress 
and  embarrassments  of  the  country  to  the  want  of 
a  proper  and  sofficient  currency;  and,  as  a  remedy 
for  these  eviW,  they  recommend  that  on  the  lands  now 
unsold  1300,000.000  of  stock  be  isbued  to  the  States 
and  Territories  by  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  these  lands  bj  pledged  to  the 
redeuiption  of  the  same:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  presented  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  against  the 
tariff  passed  at  th9  last  session  of  Congress;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of 
Illinois,  (which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,)  ex- 
pressing the  opinion — 

1.  That  the  present  tariff  of  duties  should  be 
modified,  and  ihat  duties  should  be  imposed  wi<h 
a  view  to  revenue,  and  protesting  against  the 
principle  of  distribution. 

2.  That  the  repeal  of  the  independent  treasury 
was  precipitate,  unwise,  and  injurious. 

3.  That  a  bank  of  the  United  States  is  unccn- 
stitutional,  inexpedient,  and  ought  not  to  be  re-es- 
tablished. 

Mr»  SIMMONS  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Gkneral  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  on  ihe  sub- 
ject of  the  reduction  of  postage  on  letters;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed,  a 
bill  having  been  reported  for  that  object. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial,  ngned  by 
369  citizens  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  asking  for 
the  extension  .of  a  portion  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  over  the  Oregon  Territory,  fur  granis  of 
Iknd,  and  for  the  erection  of  military  posts  there: 
ordefi^d  to  lie  on  the  table,  a  bill  for  the  purpose  be- 
ing now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Samuel  Raub,  in  which  h^  represents  that  he  has 
discovered  an  effectual  mods  of  pre  venting  i  he  ex- 
plosion of  steam-boilen;  and  with  a  view  lo  make 
the  apparatus  (for  which  he  has  a  patent)  fres  to 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  cause  a 
knowledge  of  it  to  be  disseminated  lo  every  part 
of  the  Union,  whether  for  t>oat8,  static  nary  engines, 
or  otherwise,  he  prays  Congress  to  purchase  the 
patent:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ccmmerce. 

Mr.  Miller,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  O.  Skinner; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
with  an  amendment.  House  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
further  tocontmue  in  force  the  act  for  the  payment 
of  horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States.*' 

AlsD,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  House  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  Ruah,  and  for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Cal- 
houn.    ^ 

Also,  made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  bt 
printed)  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Taylor,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  WALKER,  f  om  the  Committee  on  PubUc 
L->nds,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hutch- 
ins;  whlcli  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 


II 


Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  were 
referred  ihe  rescluiions  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  ihe  State  of  Mi^is- 
sippi  to  appropriate  $25,000  of  the  two  per  cent, 
fund  belonging  to  her  to  the  completion  of  ihe 
railroad  from  Jackson  to  Brandon,  reported  a  bill 
in  relation  to  said  fund;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  0)mmittee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  Qordon,  owner  of  the 
schooner  Two  Sons,  and  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  crew  of  said  vfs^el.  , 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  petition  from  Ellas 
Knight  and  103  others,  of  Calais,  Maine,  asking 
aid  for  removing  to,  and  setlling  in,  the  Territory  cf 
Oregon;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KINQ,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Francis  Peliicer  was  taken  up,  and  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R. 
WilliamF;  which  wks  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  L«Pome- 
roy,  and  174  other  citizens  of  Pitt&field,  Massachu- 
setts, praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut, 
leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  Ihe 
memorial  and  documents  of  C.  Fox. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  yiz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Russell  and 
others. 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew 
of  the  schooner  Twin. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  and  Banking  Com- 
pany, and  the  Grand  Qulf  Railroad  Company, 
came  up  on  its  third  reading;  bnt  was  postponed  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  who  bad  made 
application  at  the  Treasury  Department  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  the  revenues. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private 
expresses  upon  mail  routes,  and  for  the  prevention 
of  frauds  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, was  then  taken  up  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  (who,  when  this  bill  was 
under  consideration  on  Friday  last,  contended  that 
some  of  its  provisions  were  unconstitutional)  ad- 
mitted  to-day,  after  further  examination  of  ihe 
subject,  that  its  provisions  might  be  constitutional, 
yet  he  thought  it  was  stretching  the  power  of  the 
Constitution  anufcessariiy.  He  would  not  say, 
then,  that  the  bill  violated  the  Constitution  in  any 
particular  provision;  but  he  would  say  that  it  was 
not  doing  a  proper  thing  in  an  easy  and  proper 
manner.  He  approved  of  the  bill  so  far  as  its 
object  went  lo  »ecnre  to  the  Post  Office  Deparimcnt 
its  legitimate  revenue,  by  suppressing  these  private 
expresses  on  the  mail  routes,  and  preventing  the 
transportation  of  mailable  matter  out  of  the  reg- 
ular mail;  but  he  thought  it  was  interfering  too 
much  with  individual  rights  to  attempt  to  accom- 
plish that  object  by  imposing  a  penally  on  the 
owner  or  owners  of  every  stage-coach,  railroad 
car,  steamboat,  or  other  vehicle  or  vessel,  which 
shall,  with  the  knowledge  of  any  owner  or  owners, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  or  with  the  knowledge  or  con- 
nivance of  the  driver,  conductor,  captain,  or  other 
person  having  charge  of  any  such  stage  coach, 
railroad  car,  steamboat,  or  other  vessel  or  vehicle, 
convdy  or  transport  any  person  or  persons  acting 
or  employed  as  a  private  express  for  the  conveyance 
of  letters,  packets,  or  packages  of  letters,  or  other 
mailable  matter.  If  they  had  a  right  to  impose  a 
penalty  on  the  owners  of  steamboats,  stages,  and 
railroads,  for  transporting  any  individual  as  a  pas- 
senger, (which  it  is  the  doty  of  some  of  ihem  by 
the  laws  of  the  States  to  do,)  on  the  mere  suspicion 
that  the  individual  was  employed  as  a  private  ex- 
press; they  had  the  right  to  go  farther,  and  impoj^e 
a  penalty  on  landlords  on  such  roads  who  might 
enteriain  or  harbor  !>aid  individual. 

He  was  opposed  to  all  force  laws  which  ran  too 
much  into  the  regulations  ef  civil  society.    He 


would  always  raise  his  voice  against  exteodisg 
unnece&iarily  this  interdict  on  society.  The  man- 
ner proposed  was  not  the  one  most  necessary  and 
proper.  He  was  in  favor  of  tbt  object  of  the  bill, 
bnt  was  opposed  to  Congress  laying  oat  its  anas 
to  exercise  the  power  of  dictating  to  the  owners  of 
the  railroads  and  steamboats  whom  they  shall  or 
shall  not  transport  as  passengers.  He  argued  that 
the  bill  went  far  enough  in  the  second  section— ti 
far  as  he  was  disponed  to  go^by  enacting 

(•That  it  •hall  not  be  lawfttl  for  anj  8tage-coach,roadroaJ  cu 
^^  8teainlx>at,  packet- l)OBt,  or  other  vehicle  o»  Teaiel,  nor  an  j  of 


the  ownera.  roaoagen,  aerrania,  or  crewe  of  either,  wtiiefa  ng- 
ularly  periornifl  tri(M  at  staled  periods  on  a  po«t  route,  or  be- 
tween two  or  more  cities,  towns,  or  other  places  from  ooe  to 
the  other  of  which  the  United  States  mail  is  regularly  eooveyed 
under  the  authority  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  (•  traaspon 
or  con?ey,  otherwise  than  in  the  mail,  any  letter  or  letiiefi, 
packet  or  package  of  letters,  or  other  mailable  matter  whatsD- 
erer,  except  such  as  may  tuiTe  relation  to  some  part  of  the  eaifo 
of  such  steamboat,  packe^t)oal,  or  other  Teael,  or  to  aosie  §!• 
tide  at  the  same  time  conveyed  by  the  aame  staf  e-coach,  nfl. 
road  car,  or  other  vehicle.  And  for  every  such  ofieoce  tht 
owner  or  owners  of  the  stage-coach,  railroad  car,  ateamlmt, 
parket^boat.  or  other  vehicle  or  vessel,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  (k 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars—one  half  to  the  iwe  of  the  infiBraci; 
and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Departmeoir-tt 
be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  or  by  indictmeot  or  informatioa 
in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdicuon  in  the  United  9taiec;aM 
the  driver,  captain,  conductor,  or  person  haviog  charge  <tf  say 
such  stage<coach,  railroad  car,  steamlxwt,  packet-boai,  or  oOier 
vehicle  or  vessel,  at  the  time  of  the  commissicm  of  anr  sodiaf> 
fence,  and  who  shall  not  at  that  time  he  the  owner  liierHrf,  a 
whole  or  in  part,  shall,  in  like  manner,  forfeit  atod  pay,  inevetf 
such  case  of  offence,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  to  the  like  jum^ 
and  10  be  recovered  in  like  mannefi  as  is  above  provided  ia  ibe 
case  of  the  owner  or  owners. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  glad  to  find  diat  the  Sa- 
ator  from  Mississippi,  npon  further  examination  of 
the  bill,  was  wiUing  to  admit  that  there  eoald  be 
no  eonsiitviional  objection  to  its  proTisioas.  He 
hoped  that  that  Senator  agreed  with  him  also  as  to 
the  importance  of  some  legislation,  to  pieTent  ik 
growing  evil  which  the  bill  was  intended  to  remedy. 
Mr.  M.  then  went  on  to  show  that,  unless  the  sec- 
ond section  was  agreed  to,  the  object  of  the  passage 
of  the  bill  would  be  defeated;  that  frauds  woaM 
be  still  perpetrated,  and  the  department  deprived 
ef  a  great  portion  of  its  revenues.  Indindual 
rights  were  as  well  guarded  as  they  could  be  ia  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  and  at  the  same  time  id 
reach  and  suppress  the  evil  complained  of.  That 
section  had  no  application  to  any  individual,  ex- 
cept the  person  who  might  notoriously  be  employed 
as  an  agent  for  e«  nveying  mailable  matter  by  privaie 
express;  for  it  provides  that— ^ 

"Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohftr. 
the  conveyance  or  tranamission  of  letters,  packets,  or  pack- 
ages, or  other  matter,  to  any  part  of  the  United  Stauss,  by  pn- 
▼ate  hands,  no  compensation  being  tendered  nor  received  theR> 
for  In  any  way;  or  by  a  sfMcial  meseenger  employed  only  fcr 
the  single  particular  occasion." 

Mr.  M.  then  spoke  at  much  length,  pointing  oit 
the  many  frauds  on  the  department  through  these 
piivate  expresses,  which  had  betn  placed  oa  all 
the  most  profitable  mail  routes,  and  actnally  caae 
so  much  in  competition  with  the  Government,  bf 
carrying  mailable  matter  at  one-third  less  than  ibe 
Government,  as  to  deprive  the  department  of  the 
greatest  portion  of  its  revenues;  and  thereby  ds- 
abled  it  from  reducing  the  rates  of  postage,  which 
was  so  much  desired  by  the  people,  and  from  ex- 
tendiog  greater  facilities  to  the  more  remote  and 
sparsely  populated  sections  of  the  Union.  He,  ia 
concinsion,  said,  that  unless  these  private  expresses 
were  suppressed,  and  the  Government  had  a  mo- 
nopoly of  mailable  matter,  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment would  soon  become  a  burden  on  the  pub- 
lic treasury. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN,  the  bill  was  passed 
over  informally;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order,  being 

THK  OREGON  BILL. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  in  a  speech  of  considerahln 
length,  contended  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  ia 
its  present  shape.  He  replied  to  the  arguments  oC 
Messrs.  Linn,  Benton,  and  WooDBDar,  and  coa- 1 
eluded  by  recommending  the  recommittal  of  ifai 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  or  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
amended,  by  sirikiog  out  that  part  which  relates  la 
the  granting  of  lands  to  rettlers. 

Mr.  YOUNG  remarked  that  it  was  not  his  iaJ 
tention  to  detain  the  Senate  long  with  the  few  &h^ 
aervatioQs  be  had  to  make,  as  the  very  elaboial^ 
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discussioa  which  the  subject  had  received  did  not 
leave  moch  ihat  was  new  to  be  said.    He  thought, 
however,  it  would  cot  be  difficult  to  prove  that  this 
bill  would  not,  and,  indeed,  could  not,  be  viewed 
by  Great  Britain  as  an  infraction  of  the  existing 
treaty  between  that  Gfovernment  and  this.    He 
diouid  not  attempt  to  travel  over  the  sanoe  ground 
80  ably  explored  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Linn,]  in  his  statements  of  the  foundation 
o(  our  title.    He  should  dwell  chiefly  on  the  fact, 
admitted  by  Senators  on  both  sides,  that  our  claim 
is  prior  and  paramount  to   that  of  Great  Britain. 
It  would  be  necessary,  however,  to  have  a  clear 
deAaition  of  what  that  claim  is.    He  understood 
it  to  be  based,  in  the  first  insiancp,  on  the  discov- 
ery of  the  Columbia  river  by  Captain  Gray,  in  the 
year  1792.    We  have  evidence  of  the  admission 
of  this  fact,  not  only  in   the  writings  of  British 
navigators,  but  in  the  recognition,  by  the  British 
Qovemment  itself,   of  the  name  given  by  Cap- 
tain Gray  to    the  river.     This  -discovery    was 
followed   up    by    that    of   the    sources   of  the 
Columbia  river  by  Lewis  and  Clarke,  aent  out 
by  Mr.  Jefferson  for  the  purpose  in  1805.  Captains 
Lewis  and  Clarke  explored  the  country,  traced  the 
river  from  its  scnrees  to  its  mouth,  and  took  formal 
possejsion  of  the  territory  for  the  United  States. 
Cor  next  claim  grows  out  of  the  occupation  of  the 
country.    The  first  settlement  made  in  it  was  by 
John  Jacob  Astor,  in  1811     In  the  war  which  fol- 
lowed, between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  he 
was  djsposseeaed;   bat  in  the  restoration  of  Fort 
George  (Astoria)   to   our  Government  in  1818, 
Oreat  Briuin  recognised  our  right  to  that  settle- 
ment, and,  consequently,  to  whatever  title  arose 
out  of  it.     In  fact,  up  to  that  restoration,  and  long 
after,  we  never  heard  of  any  claim  to  the  territory 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.    Here,  then,  we  had 
an  additional  claim— that  which  grows  out  of  the 
law  of  nations;  for  although,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  law  of  nations  recognises  as  the  first  claim  pri- 
ority of  discovery,  it  further  requires  that  the  dis- 
covery shall  be  followed  up  by  occupation;  and 
we  had  falfilled  the  condition.    We  had  made  the 
discovery  by  Captain  Gray,  and  Captains  Lewis 
and  Clarke;  and  had  followed  it  up  by  occupation, 
which  was  only  iniermpted  by  the  force  of  war, 
bat  subsequently  the  possession  was  restored  to  us 
as  our  right;  and  from  the  date  of  that  restoration, 
io  1818,  we  bavenever  parte<l  with  the  occupa 
tion.    The  negotiations  then,  and  every  negotia- 
tion since,  show  that  we  maintained  throughout 
Ibis  whole  period  our  title,  rights,  and  occupation 
of  the  territory. 

We  never  have  abandoned  one  iota  of  our 
claims  to  its  sovereignty.  Da  the  contrary,  we 
have  eviaeed  an  unwavering  determinatipn  to 
maintain  our  rights.  It  struck  him  that  Senators 
were  mistaken  who  urged  that  Great  Britain  had 
tf  elusive  occupation  of  the  territory;  or  that,  from 
me  use  she  makes  of  thcstipulations  of  the  treaty, 
ahe  can  acquire  any  title.  It  struck  him,  also,  that 
it  was  a  mistake  to  think  she  will  ever  look  to  the 
territory  for  agricultural  purpose?.  And  herein 
lay  a  great  dififerenee  between  her  views  and  ours. 
They  are,  in  fact,  different,  and  yet  not  conflicting.  - 
We  want  the  territory  for  agricultural  pursuits 
mainly.  She  looks  to  it  for  the  main  pursuit  of 
her  Hudson  Bay  Company,  which  is  the  trade  m 
furs. 

Now»  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  nations 
that  Indians — wandering  itibes  like  the  Arabs,  or 
persons  merely  traversing  a  country  for  purposes 
of  huntirg,  fishing, trading,  &e. — have  been  regard- 
ed as  no  impediments  to  those  who  lake  pofsess^ion 
of  the  soil  for  making  a  permanent  occupation, 
and  converting  it  to  agricultural  purposes.  It  was 
according  to  this  recognised  law  of  nations  thut 
Europeans  settled  on  this  continent,  though  it 
was  at   the    time  inhabited  by    the   aborigines. 

It  was  on  this  principle  that  the  pilgrim  fathers 
took  possession  of  the  soil  of  New  England,  and 
turned  it  to  agricultural  purposes,  without  breaking 
the  law  of  nations  by  dispossessing  the  Indians 
who  wonld  not  cultivate  it.  So  in  the  Oregon 
Territory:  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  not  having 
for  its  primary  object  agricultural  punuiis,  never 
bad  encooraged  more  culture  of  the  soil  than  ne- 
Dessar/  for  the  temporary  support  of  its  employees*  || 


But,  with  our  eiiizens,  ^agriculture  must  be  the 
primary  object.  And  we  have  already  a  number 
of  our  citizens  there  engaged  in  this  pursuit. 
There  is  no  jealousy  towards  ihern  on  the  part  of 
the  Hudion  Bay  Company,  so  long  as  they  make 
agriculture  their  primary  pursuit.  What  can  be 
more  convincing  than  this,  thai  it  is  not  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  the  British  look  to  the  counuyl 
The  apprehension,  then,  is  entirely  groundless,  that 
they  would  view  the  occupaiion  of  the  siil  by  our 
citizens  as  an  infraciion  of  the  treaty.  Great 
Britain  never  will  want  it  herself  for  agricultural 
purposes..  No  British  company  of  capitalists 
will  ever  run  the  risk  of  investing  their  money  in 
such  a  speculation. 

If,  as  some  gentlemen  suppose,  such  a  company 
has  been  formed,  it  must  soon  fall  to  the  ground; 
for  it  never  will  come  to  anything  in  practice. 
None  but  individuals  living  on  the  soil,  and  culti- 
vating it  for  themselves,  can  fully  realize  its  bene- 
fits. Our  citizens  are  peculiarly  suited  for  that  pur- 
pose. Those  who  have  gone  there  wish  to  re- 
main, and  others  wifih  to  follow  them.  They  ask 
but  the  same  protection  of  laws  from  us,  which 
Great  Britain  affords  to  her  subjects.  Th«y  wish 
also  to  be  assured  of  a  grant  of  the  lands  they  may 
reclaim  from  the  wild«rn«ss.  All  this  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  proposes  to  de  by  this  bill.  He  pro- 
poses to  give  them  hereafter  the  grant  they  a^k;  to 
eitend  over  them  the  Territorial  laws  of  Iowa;  and 
to  establish  a  sufficient  number  of  forts  to  give 
them  protection  from  savage  Indians.  Now,  may 
not  all  this  be  done  without  any  infraction  of  the 
treaty?  Mr.  Y..here  referred  to  a  conversation  be- 
tween Mr.  Gallatin  and  the  British  ministers,  in 
the  negotiation  about  the  treaty,  in  which  the  Brit- 
ish ministers  themselves  supgested  that  the  laws 
of  one  of  our  organized  Territories  might  be 
extended  over  the  country,  though  we  might 
not  organize  a  new  Government  in  it.  They 
also  suggested  a  plan  by  which  forts  might  be 
erected,  and  the  soil  might  be  cultivated.  How, 
then,  can  it  give  Great  Britain  <  ffence,  that  we 
carry  out,  by  this  bill,  her  own  suggestions?  Our 
citizens  already  there  give  no  offence,  by  occupying 
any  portion  of  the  scil  they  please  in  agriculture. 
Qn  the  contrary,  the  most  friendly  feelings  are 
evinced  by  the  employees  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany towards  them.  It  is  only  when  they  engage 
in  the  for  trade,  that  they  are  looked  upon  with 
jealousy.  We  all  know  that  both  Great  Britain 
and  her  Hudson  Bay  Connpany  are  governed  by 
what  they  consider  their  best  interests.  Their 
friendly  disposition  to  our  citizens  engaged  in  agri> 
culture  shows  that  they  do  not  look  to  that  as  their 
object.  Why,  thru,  should  we  suppose  they  would 
object  to  any  number  of  pur  citizens  taking  up 
land  for  agricultural  purposes? 

Mr.  Y.  here  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Greenhow 
on  the  subject.  He  also  referred  to  the  opinions 
expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
MoBEBSAD,]  the  other  day,  with  a  view  of  show- 
ing  that  the  Senator  was  mistaken  in  supposing 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company  had  any  object  of  making 
a  permanent  location  of  lands  for  agricultural 
purposes  or  settlements.  The  whole  matter  was 
explained  by  Mr.  L?a.  He  says  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  settlers  or  lands  are  missionaries,  who 
proceeded  to  the  territory  for.  the  benevolent  ob- 
ject of  benefiting  the  Indians,  by  teachiog  them  the 
truths  of  Christianity,  and  the  usages  of  civilized 
life.  In  the  pursuit  of  this  object,  it  was  found 
essential  that  they  should  occupy  and  farm  some 
land — ^boib  for  subsistence,  and  with  a  view  of  in- 
structing the  Indians  in  the  advantages  of  cultiva- 
tion, over  the  precarious  means  of  suppor  ing  life 
before  known  to  them.  At  the  forts  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company,  no  more  land  is  cultivated  than  is 
abi^olutely  necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  those 
engaged  in  the  primary  occupation  of  the  fur  trade. 
There  is  nothing  like  an  effort  or  disposition  to 
make  permanent  settlements.  It  is  a  mere  tempo- 
rary occupation.  There  is  nothing  even  of  a  per- 
manent character  in  the  forts  of  the.  Hudson  Bay 
Company.  They  are  mere  stockade-forts,  perish- 
ab'e  in  their  nature,  and  only  calculated  for  de- 
fence against  Indians.  He  mentioned  all  this  to 
show  there  will  be  no  difficuliy  m  the  way  of  our 
citizens  setiling  in  the  country.    The  Hudson  Bay 


Company  can  have  no  objection,  and  wilt  make 
none,  to  agricultural  settlements.  Now,  this  being 
the  case,  what  is  there,  really,  in  the  present 
bill,  to  give  (ffence?  Not  the  appropriation  of  por- 
tions of  the  soil  for  agricultural  purposes;  for  no 
objection  is  made  to  that  now,  nor  will  there  be 
after  this  bill  passes.  Not  the  esiablishmeat  of 
forts;  for  that  was  suggested  by  the  British  them- 
selves, and  the  example  has  been  set  by  them.  Not 
the  protection  of  our  citizens  by  the  extension  of 
our  Territorial  laws  over  the  territory;  for  they  also 
suggested  that,  and  set  the  example.  Suppose  they 
vhould  object  to  any  one  of  these  things:  can  we 
not  say  to  them,  "You  have  done  it;  and  if  the  treaty 
authorizes  you,  it  authorizes  us?*'  And  as  to  the 
occupation  of  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river:  was  it  not  Mr.  Astor  who  first  built  it?  and 
was  it  not  restored  to  us  in  1818,  because  tha  right  - 
of  possession  was  in  ns?  Have  we  not  kept  it 
ever  since;  and  may  we  n^  t  now  either  repair  it, 
rebuild  it,  or  enlarge  it,  at  our  pleasure,  without 
cause  of  offence?  What  else  does  iMsbiW  propose 
to  do?  To  establish  two  Indian  agencies.  What 
objection  can  there  be  to  that?  It  is  well  known 
to  the  Briti^  that  our  practice  is  to  appoint  Indian 
agents  to  protect  and  control  the  Indians  in  our 
territories.  They  know  we  have  territory  in  Ore- 
gon, and  Indians  on  it.  They  know  that  the  duty 
of  our  Indian  agents  by  no  means  interferes  with  their 
fur-trade.  And  with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction  to  be 
extended  over  the  country,  do  we  not  propose  to 
avoid  any  interference  with  British  jurisdjction, 
by  the  provision  that  any  subjects  of  England  ac- 
cused of  offence  under  our  laws  shall  be  trans- 
ferred for  trial  to  British  authority?  No  difilcolty 
or  objection  can  therefore  arise  out  of  that  portion 
of  the  bill.  The  next  provision  is,  that  |100,000 
shall  be  appn  priated  to  carry  out  the  measure. 
It  was  to  be  lamented  that  the  treasury  fras  in  ita 
present  condition.  But  it  did  not  seem  to  him  to 
come  well  from  the  Senators  of  the  old  States  to 
object  to  this  small  item  of  |100,000,  and,  in 
short,  to  every  appropriation  required  for  the  new 
States  and  Territories.  They  should  contrast  the 
appropriations  for  tfie  old  Slates  with  those  for  the 
new;  and  before  they  object  to  the  latter,  fudge 
fairly  whether  it  was  just  or  generous  in  them  to 
become  objectors.  Yet  how  seldom  were  they 
disposed  to  mete  out  to  the  new  Slates  even  the 
measure  of  justice.  It  was  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
culty the  Senator  fr*  m  Kentucky  [Mr.  CaiTTEit- 
dsn]  last  session  obtained  an  appropriation  of 
1 100,000  to  remove  some  of  the  impediuieuis  to 
navigation  in  the  Wesfern  waters.  Then&nal  annual 
appropriation  for  that  object,  so  necessary,  bad  been 
withheld  for  two  or  three  years.  In  the  just  effort,  too, 
to  obtain  an  appropriation  for  the  We& tern  armory, 
did  not  the  preponderance  of  ihe  interests  of  the  old 
States  prevail  to  cut  it  down  to  the  paltry  sum  of 
$5,000?  Why  should  the  condition  of  the  treasury 
be  constantly  held  up  as  an  excuse  for  not  doing 
justice  to  the  West,«rhile  the  moa  extravagant  and 
useless  appropriations  are  lavished  elsewhere?  Look 
at  the.  appropriations  recommended  to  Congress 
this  session.  May  not  ten-times  the  amount  re- 
quired by  this  bill  be  retrenched  from  them?  What 
occasion  is  there  for  such  an  increased  and  extrava- 
gant naval  e^tabli.^hmeni?  Does  not  every  one 
sec  that  smaller  vessels  of  war  would  do  more  ser- 
vice for  the  country  than  those  large  and  costly 
frigates,  too  unwieldy  (o  act  with  celerity  or 
rffeci? 

When  all  this  would  te  duly  considered,  he  was 
iu  hopes  the  Senators  of  the  old  States  would  drop 
their  objections  to  this  appropriation  of  |100,000. 

He  tiusfed  he  had  established  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  points  to  show  that  gentlemen  were  mistaken 
in  supposing  this  bill  could  create  any  difficulty 
with  Great  Britain.  He  had  thown  that  our  claim 
to  the  territory  is^  the  best  claim;  that  we  have  a 
right  paramount  to  any  that  Great  Britain  possibly 
can  have;  that  we  have  priority  of  possession,  which 
we  have  never  parted  with;  that  we  canT^jYe  no 
offence  to  Great  Britain  in  doing  what  she  suggest- 
ed to  us  we  might  do,  and  what  she  herself  has 
done;  that  the  occupation  of  the  soil  by  our  citizens 
is  a  legitimate  occupation  for  agricultural  purposes, 
to  which  she,  merely  in  pursuit  of  commercial  ob« 
jects,  cannot  object;  that  we  make  no  direct  grant. 


^33 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLbBE. 


and  ooly  undertake  to  do  it  hereafter->a  provision 
which,  by  the  uniform  and  nndeviating  practice  of  . 
oar  Qo7ernmeDt,  is  never  carried  out  till  we  have  ex- 
tingaUhed  all  luher  cla'cnsi  of  ti«le,  as  evinced  by 
oor  uniform  extinction  of  Indian  titles;  i[ad  that  we 
are  only  raising  objections,  which,  if  not  raised 
here,  never  would  be  thought  of  by  Great  Britain. 
It  would  be  very  well  Qnder8ieo<i  by  Great  Bn'iain 
that,  as  a  negotiation  is  pending  for  the  adjustment 
of  boundATy,  (andfbe  believed  that  was  the  only 
quesiioD  at  issue  in  4he  negotiation  about  Oregon,) 
this  Government  would  not  carry  out  the  provision 
till  that  question  was  settled.  The  prcspective  na- 
ture of  the  provision  would  be  so  construed.  The 
British  Government  could  not  help  so  con^truing 
iff  knowing  that,  according  to  undeviating  prac 
tiee,  we  could  not  for  some  years  (four  or  five  at 
least)  take  the  preliminary  step  of  extinguishing 
the  Indian  title;  without  accomplishing  which,  we 
never  make  grants  of  lands.  This  is  such  a  plain 
view  of  the  case,  that  it  seemed  strange  gentlemen 
should  overlook  it.  Keeping  it  in  view,  they  cer- 
tainly could  not  find  any  provision  in  the  bill  justly 
meriting  the  objection  that  it  could  give  offence  to 
Great  Britain.  For  his  part,  he  viewed  it  in  alto^ 
gether  a  differen flight.  He  regarded  it  as  be  was 
sure  the  British  themselves  would  regard  it — sl^  a 
great  peace  measure,  instead  of  one  calculated  to 

E reduce  strife.    With  these  convictions,  he  should 
imself  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  did  not  lise  to  consume  more  than  a 
very  few  moments  of  the  time  of  the  Senate.  In- 
dee  i,  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to  do  so,  after  the  very 
laoid  statement  of  the  Senat6r  from  Illinois?,  placing 
the  matter  on  the  plain  grounds  on  which  it  should 
be  viewed.  He  (Mr.  L  )  should,  therefore,  not 
say  another  word  on  the  subject  of  title,  for  that 
was  conceded;  nor  was  it  necessary  to  recapitulate 
what  had  already  been  so  repeatedly  urged.  He 
was  sorry  the  preposition  was  made  to  recommit 
the  bill,  because  he  knew,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  it  would  be  fatal*, 'ks  a  ^elay  must  arise 
which  would,  in  all  probability,  bring  up  the  sub- 
ject again  at  too  late  a  day  to  pa^s  it  through  the 
other  House,  amidst  the  multiplicity  of  business  at 
the  close  of  the  session. 

This  bill  bad  been  drawn  up  with  great  care, 
and  with  the  special  object  of  not  leaving  it  ob- 
noxious to  the  objection  that  it  could  be  considered 
an  infraction  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
Indeed,  so  scrupulously  had  it  been  drawn  up, 
that,  inst.ead  of  extending  our  Territorial  laws  over 
the  country,  merely  as  Great  Britain  suggested  we 
might  do,  without  being  liable  to  objection  on  her 
part,  that  provision  of  the  bill  had  ^been  made  to 
guard  against  any  possible  infringement  on  the 
rights  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  coming 
tinder  the  operation  of  these  laws;  and  it  is  pro- 
vided that  British  subjects,  accused  of  offences  in 
our  territory,  should  be  handed  over  to  British  au- 
thorities for  trial.  The  British  minister  told  oar 
minister  how  far  we  should  not  go;  that  is,  that 
we  should  not  organize  a  new  government  and 
laws  for  the  territory;  and  the  bill  keeps  clear  of 
that,  by  taking  their  own  suggestion  of  the  means 
of  accomplishing  our  object.  With  many  of  the 
positions  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  he  could 
agree,  but  he  should  draw  opposite  conclusions 
from  them.  For  instance,  they  could  stand  upon 
the  same  ground  as  to  what  it  was  right  to  do;  but, 
while  the  Senator  conceived  it  inexpedient  to  do  it, 
be  would  fed  that,  because  it  was  right,  it  was  ex 
pedient,  and  ought  not,  and  could  not,  give  offence. 
When  it  was  done,  suppose  Great  Britain  remon- 
strated; what  would  be  the  natural  course,  but  to 
say  to  her.  Well,  we  did  it  because  you  did;  you  » 
set  the  example;  if  we  are  wrong,  you  must  have 
been  first  wrong;  to  let  us  both  talk  the  matter 
over,  like  scnvible  people,  and  set  it  right.  This 
would  be  the  result,  and  not  war.  England  could 
not  help  seeing  that,  if  we  committed  a  brrach  of 
th<%  treaty,  it  was  a  consequence  of  herself  having 
been  fiftt  guilty  of  the  same  breach  of  the  treaty. 
And  as  to  her  resentment  being  more  likely  to  be 
provoked  on  a  point  of  honor  than  on  the  mere 
question  of  territory,  be  should  ask,  Were  we  to  be 
treated  as  if  we  had  no  points  of  honor  at  stake?—- 
no  appreciation  of  such  feelings?  Are  we  only  to 
'Huk  of  dollars  and  cents,  and  have  no  regard  for 
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our  national  honor  in  this  matter?  The  Senate  of 
the  United  States  would  be  coming  to  a  low  pass 
indeed,  if  the  expenditure  called  for  by  this  bill 
were  to  outwe'gh  the  national  honor  at  stake  in 
the  decision  of  the  question.  England  is  to  jeopard 
her  dearest  interests  sooner  than  permit  hf  r  honor 
to  be  touched;  but  we  are  to  do  nothing  to  main- 
tain curs.  He  never  could,  and  never  would, 
come  to  such  conclusions.  He  knew  the  gallamry 
and  the  chivalry  of  th<*  Senator  from  Virginia;  ar.d 
it  was  not,  therefore,  la  disparagement  of  anything 
be  had  said  that  he  made  these  remarks.  He 
seemed  to  attribute  to  his  (Mr.  L.**)  colleague  and 
himself  a  very  pugnacious  disposiion  towards 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  ARCHER  disclaimed  anything  persrnaily 
applicable  to  the  Senators.  It  was  to  the  general 
lone  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  he  had  alluded.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  was  the  last  man  in  this 
body  for  whom  he  could  entertain  unkind  opin- 
ions. 

Mr.  LINN  continued:  What  the  Senator  had 
stated  amounted  to  this,^that  it  was  his  apprehen- 
sion the  British  Government  might  make  the  re- 
marks uttered  here  against  its  grasping  policy,  a 
pretext  for  hostile  feelings;  and  that,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  General  Jesup^s  letter  on  the  subject 
uf  military  posts  in  the  territory,  they  could  not 
help  feeling  resentment.  Now,  can  the  Senator, 
or  any  one  else,  suppose  that  Great  Britain  has  any 
right  to  make  objections  to  an  officer  of  this  Gov- 
ernment freely  expressing  his  opinions  to  the  Exe- 
cutive, when  officially  called  upon  so  to  do;  or  that 
any  Senator  of  the  United  Slates  should  be  re- 
strained from  a  free  discussion  of  topics  involving 
the  interests  and  honor  of  our  country,  even  if,  in 
doing  so,  he  is  obliged  to  denounce  the  policy  of  a 
foreign  power?  Surely,  any  foreign  power  that 
would  object  to  this  freedom  of  discussion,  must 
be  only  seeking  for  a  bare  pretext  of  qu^trrel.  But 
he  bad  no  apprehension  that  this  discussion  would 
have  any  such  effect.  If  it  could  have  this  effect, 
he  would  be  glad  to  know  how  a  quarrel  was  to  be 
avoided.  Nothing  this  Gk)verninent  could  do  to 
cany  out  its  claims,  or  to  assert  its  title  to  the  ter- 
ritory, would  be  free  from  the  same  objec'ions. 
There  was  no  official  act  that  could  be  devi&ed— no 
possible  step  that  could  be  taken,  which  would  not 
be  deemed  conflic  ing  with  British  interests.  If 
we  are  to  consult  nothing  but  the  preservation  of 
harmony,  we  must  remain  perfectly  qaiescent,  and 
let  British  interests  grow  up  and  overspread  the 
territory  without  interruption  or  remonstrance. 
Let  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  go  on  settling  the 
whole  country,  and  turning  its  entire  resources  to 
its  own  advantage;  let  her  have  nndi>puted  posses- 
sion of  the  Northwest  territory,  from  the  Russian 
settlements  to  Mexico,  and  (he  will  rejoice.  That 
is  thi  only  way  in  which  we  can  please  and  gratify 
that  company,  and  conciliale  the  British  Govern- 
ment. Any  one  step  we  take,  no  matter  how 
trivial,  to  secure  or  promote  our  own  in;erests 
there,  must  lessen  their  satisfaction. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  must  certainly  have 
strangely  misconceived  his  (Mr.  L  \s)  remarks,  t'he 
other  day,  in  relation  to  oor  loss  of  the  fur  trade. 
What  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  stated  was,  that  our  fur 
trade,  once  amounting  to  |500,000  per  annum,  had 
dwindled  down  to  j(2,000.  Not  that  the  fur  trade 
had.br en  extinguished,  or  the  fur  animals  exter- 
minated, so  as  to  make  this  difference;  tut  that,  to 
the  amount  of  half  a  millicn  of  dollars  annually, 
our  fur  trade  in  the  Northwest  territory  had  been 
usurped  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  Through 
the  supineness  of  our  Government,  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company  had  been  allowed  to  supplant  us  in  our 
own  soil.  The  trade  is  not  destroyed;  it  has  passed 
from  our  hands  into  those  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Coirapany.  The  company  has  undoubtedly,  in 
some  cases,  trapped  out  thecountr>— that  is,  re- 
duced the  supply  of  beaver.  But  it  takes  care  to 
resu.^citate  such  districts. 

He  had  placed  this  bill  on  three  grounds 
of  immediate  national  and  domestic  interest 
to  this  Government:  First,  it  will  give  pro- 
tection to  our  citizens  on  the  western  fron- 
tier of  the  new  States  and  Territories  against 
the  Indians  congregated  there  for  the  relief  of  the 
old* States;  secondly,  it  will  protect  what  remains 


of  our  fur  trade,  and  have  some  tendency  loTtsifir. 
what  we  have  los';  and,  thirdly,  it  will,  by  ibe  Jl 
tection  and  encouragement  it  affords  to  ow  ciiixL 
going  to  the  terri'ory,  or  there  already,  inaoce  ibn 
occupation  which  is  essemial  to  the  maimeiuiitt 
of  our  title  and  our  rights.  In  relation  lo  (he 
system  cf  military  forts,  he  was  fortified  in  hiifj. 
timate  of  their  importance,  by  the  rcpoitj  (,f  |j^ 
executive  departments,  and  the  recomtneDdiiloiiof 
the  subject  to  Congress,  made  by  three  or  foar 
Presidents  of  the  United  States.  How  the  prjuci. 
pies  of  ibi?  bill  can,  on  any  rational  j,Tound,  pro- 
dace  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  was  at  a  \o^  to 
conceive,  unless  she  is  determined  to  snatch  it  aor 
pretext  as  an  occasion  for  war.  9ie  has  berstif 
gone  beyond  the  point  at  which  bhe  can  lecorto 
the  treaty  for  a  pretext.  She  has  said  «e  mam 
»o  far  without  infraction  of  the  treaty;  lod  te 
only  propose  to  do  what  she  has  soggesied.  iL 
bill  proposes  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  adajs* 
sions  ot  her  ministers  as  to  what  we  might  do,  tnl 
had  a  right  to  do.  If  his  fiiend  from  Yii^JDii 
meant  to  press  his  motion  for  recommittal,  k 
hoped  it  would  be  with  instructions. 

Mr.  ARCHER  sai()  he  would  have  no  obje^ 
lion.  The  select  committee  being  discharged,  be 
was  at  some  loss  to  know  what  committee  tomak 
the  recommittal  to.  Perhaps  the  committee  of  tiv 
whole  would  be  the  best.  But  the  recooiaitiil 
might  be  dispensed  with,  if  the  Senate  would agtet 
to  strike  out  the  provision  relating  to  the  graLt(j 
lands.  He  would  first  try  that  motion,  rtserrini 
the  right,  shonld  objection  be  made,of  pnttiogthe 
motion  for  recommittal  afterwards. 

The  question  was  then  put  for  unanimous  is> 
sent  to  strike  out;  but  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  said  that  it  had  been  tflf- 
gelled  to  him  that  it  would  be  be?t  to  recomar. 
the  bill,  generally,  without  instructions.  Hevooli 
therefore  move  to  recommit  it  to  the  committee  o( 
the  whole. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  intimated  his  desire  to  spnk 
on  the  subject  while  it  was  yet  before  the  Seoau. 
He  would  therefore  ask  the  indolgmce  oi\Ai^ 
the  bill  passed  over  informally  till  tomorrow. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  orerinfonn' 
ally. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  SeBite 
then  went  into  executive  session, and  soonafttrid- 
joarned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoMDAT.  January  30, 1843. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  presented  seve&pet}- 
tions  of  citizens  of  the  city  and  oouaty  of  Phili- 
dclphia,  praying  Congress  to  relieve  AmosKo* 
dall  from  the  pecaoiary  and  personal  liabiliiia 
under  which  he  now  suffers,  for  the  faiihrolfer* 
forinance  of  his  duty  as  late  Postmaster  Genenl. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  presented,  under  the  r^ 
the  petition  of  E.  W.  Clarke  and  €4  olben,  inliib> 
itants  of  Oswego,  New  York,  praying  ibattbepo- 
ishment  of  flogging  may  be  prohibited  in  the  Dai- 
ted  States  naval  service:  referred  to  the  CoooitRe 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

TWO  HUNDRED   MILLIONS  OP  NATION- 
AL STOCK. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  tbeCoa- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  had  beenI^ 
ferred  several  memorials,  asking  for  the  crratioi 
of  two  hundred  millions  of  national  stock  to  be 
distributed  among  the  States  and  Territories,  u^ 
the  District  of  Columbia,  by  general  conseiit  oidf 
a  report  thereon,  concluding  with  a  re$olatioo  thi: 
it  was  not  expedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
memorialists,  and  that  the  committee  be  discbaigni 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  I.  said  that  there  was  also  a  report  frasi 
the  minority  of  the  committee  on  the  sam«  ftib- 
ject;  and  his  motion  wa^^,  that  both  these  reports  be 
printed,  together  with  10,000  extra  copies  of  tbea- 
In  order  that  the  House  might  have  an  opporiiui^ 
of  understanding  the  sabjectof  these  report,  b^ 
fore  taking  the  question  on  printing  the  exin 
copies,  he  wonld  propore  that  that  qnestion  be  W 
over  informally,  for  the  present,  by  general  (»»' 
sent. 

Mr.  EVERETT  observed  that,  as  this  fobj^fl 
had  been  heretofore  referr^  to  a  seJeei  committal 
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raised  for  tkat  paiipose  oq  the  resolation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Wjm.  Cost  Jormsoni] 
he  woald  mo7e  to  refer  these  reports  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL  would  merely 
say,  that  thoagh  the  references  of  .this  sobjeci  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  select 
committee  were  of  the  same  character,  yet  they 
were  not  identical.  These  reports  were  based  on 
memorials,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  prior  to  the  reference  of  the 
same  sabj[eet  to  the  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  PICKENS  hoped  that,  before  the  question 
wis  pat  on  the  gentleman's  motion,  the  minoriiy 
woald  be  allowed  to  make  their  report,  [(ireat 
confusion  in  the  hall,  and  a  dozen  members  on  the 
floor.] 

Mr.  CUSHING  inquired  what  the  question  was. 
Was  it  on  printing  the  extra  copies? 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  No.  The  proposition  was 
to  pass  tb;)t  question  over  informally. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  was  to  refer  the  repens  to 
the  Select  Committee;  but  the  first  qnestfon  would 
be  on  piiniioe  ihe  ordinary  number  of  copies. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CUSHING  and  several  others  rose  <o  ask  a 
question.  [Repeated  calls  to  order.]  If  his  eol- 
leagae  (Mr.  C.  »aid;)  persisted  in  holding  on  to  ihe 
prev^ious  question  before  he  knew  what  it  was,  he 
would  insist  on  the  reading  of  the  reports. 

The  question  on  seconding  the  previous  q]^estion 
Wfl9  put  and  carried,  and  the  main  question  was 
also  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  was  about  patting  the  main 
question,  when 

Mr.  CUSHING  insisted  on  his  ri^bt  to  have  the 
reports  read.  He  had  no  idea  of  half  a  doz^n 
g^entlemen  calling  the  previous  question  on  him,  be- 
fore he  knew  what  the  question  was. 

Mr.  TOLAND  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  repons  were  re- 
c^ved  bj  general  consent,  and  mast  override  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  READ  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Ohair;  bat,  apon  explanation,  withdrew  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachnsetts  insisted  on  the  reading  of  the  reports, 
they  most  be  read  before  taking  any  question. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  that,  if  the  House  wonld 
allow  him  to  ask  a  question,  he  would  agree  to 
dispense  with  the  reading.  [Cries  of  *K)rder,  order."] 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  report  of  the  majority; 
when 

Mr.  READ  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  to  print 
was  pending,  and  most  have  the  preference. 
*   Mr.  EVERETT  m'^ved  to  lay  the  qaestion  of 
pritttiag  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  pat,  and 
nefsmtived. 

The  qoeation  on  printing  the  ordinary  namber 
of  copies  was  then  pat,  and  cairied. 

Mr.  EVERETT  again  moved  to  refer  the  re- 
ports 10  the  Select  Committee  raised  on  the  resola- 
tion of  Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Jobmson. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
'Vermont  that  his  motion  had  been  cot  oflf  by  the 
preTloas  question. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that  that  was  on  the  qoes- 
tioD  of  printing  only;  that  being  decided,  his  mo- 
tibti  was  now  renewed,  and  in  order. 

Mr.  TOLAND  said  that  he  had  called  for  the 
orders  of  the  day  preyioos  to  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  SPEAK- 
ER and  Messrs.  TOLAND  and  EVERETT, 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
IVnnaylTania  [Mr.  Toland]  was  right,  and  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  must 
lie  over  for  the  present. 

[The  msjority  report  being  too  long  to  be  copied 
for  this  evening^  paper,  the  reporter  contents  him- 
self for  the  present  with  giving  the- report  of  the 
cninorityf  as  follows:] 

The  minoiitjof  the  CommHtee  ofWayi  ftod  MtoDi,  aaMnt- 
toiiMMftof  the  mioH  and  Co  the  eoDcliwioiw  pratMied  in 
repoft  of  the  majority  apftiK  the  pimyer  of  (be  momortal- 


uitf,  iJikinti  the  Federal  OoveiDinent  to  iMue  taOOiOOO^OOO  of  1 

Iioblie  ttock  in  aid  bf  the  dehu  of  tlie  BtatM,  would  alao  urge, 
oaddiiion,  (wiihou:  pretanding  to  go  into  anjthjog  like  a  lull 
deTelopin»»Qt  of  ibcir  reaeona,)  that  ihey  deem  ihe  excrciec  of 
Buch  a  p«  ■  .ver  on  the  pari  of  the  General  Government  unaurAor. 
ixed  by  the  CoTutitution.  ^ 

The  m.-nority  have  always  been  induced  to  believe  that  the 
Federal  ConittUution  was  a  compact  to  which  the  Stales  acce- 
ded, and  became  parties;  and  that  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
RMDt  accrued  from  that  compact,  and  were  defined  in  it.  Be- 
fore Confreesia  authorized  to  act  upon  any  subjeo- matter,  it 


see  no  positive  grant  of  power  to  Congress  to  auihorixe  them  to 
do  what  the  memorialists  desire. 

To  assume  suoh  a  debt,  and  to  create  snch  a  stock,  binding 
upon  posterity,  is  a  very  high  exercise  of  sovereign  power,  ana 
is,  in  itself,  independent  and  substantive,  and  cannot  he  inferred 
as  incidental  to  a  grant  over  inferior  subjects. 

There  is  a  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  declares  that 
"Congress  shall  hava  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  ana  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  tJnited  Stales."  (Sec.  5.)  This  power 
wassotffiventopay  the  debts  of  the  several  States  of  this 
Union,  bhi  to  Day  tha  debts  of  the  **  United  States."  These 
words  define  the  confederacy  of  States  as  a  whole,  and  as  con- 
tradistinguished from  the  separate  and  independent  States.  To 
asBome  that  this  power  was  given  to  nuthoiise  the  Govern* 
mem  to  pav  ihe  debts  of  the  separate  Stales,  contracted  solely  for 
their  benent  and  for  their  local  purposes,  is  to  allow  the  different 
Sutes  to  contract  debts,  and,  through  the  Federal  Government, 
to  bind  others  to  pay  them;  which  would  make  this  Govern- 
ment subservient  icrlocal  interests  and  to  State  authority,  and 
absorb  "v.he  general  welfare  of  the  llniled  States."  If  this 
should  be  the  estahtished  principle  of  the  Government,  it 
would  bedirerily  fltimulating  each  State  into  a  wild  career  of 
reckless  spcculaiion,  which  woultl  inevitably  end  in  ih<ir  pco- 
arate  existence,  or  in  a  ronsoMd.itcti  despotism,  where  even  their 
boundaries  would  be  forgotten  amid  the  universal  despair  that 
would  follow  the  overthrow  of  constitutional  liberty. 

The  terms  "general  welf.ir*,"  in  the  Constitution,  were  de- 
signed as  a  mere  declaTntion  of  extreme  caution;  and  the  Inie 
intent  and  meaning  of  those  who  used  them  was,  (hat  they 
should  be  a  limitation  to  the  apparently  absolute  and  uncon- 
trolled power  given  in  the  same  clause— "to  lay  and  collect  tax- 
es," ''to  pay  the  debts,"  &c.  It  was  Intended  that  this  power 
should  not  he  used  wantonly  or  unjustly;  but  that  Congress 
should  strictly  consult  the  "general  welfare  of  the  United  States," 
and  carry  out  the  same  onlv  by  confining  its  full  exercise  to  ob- 
jects apecially  enumeratedf  in  that  instrument,  and  which  are 
thereby  declared  to  be  nationaL  These  powers  were  not  in- 
tended to  be  applied  to  local  interests,  or  to  State  debts;  but  to 
those  great  national  objects  which  were  specifically  declared  by 

Santa  of  power  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General 
ovemment.        *^ 

It  is  not  denied  that  this  Government  is  one  of  limited  pow- 
ers, and  that  the  Constitution  is  intended  to  define  those  pow- 
ers. By  merely  assuming  that  it  is  national,  you  cannot  efiect 
objects  nut  enumerated,  or  not  essentially  necessary  to  those  that 
are.  The  convention  has  precisely^lefined  thoee  objects  or 
powers  that  are  national,  and  Congress  cannot  legally  undertake 
to  declare  what  shall  alao  be  national  for  other  purpoees  not 
defined  in  the  Constitution. 

To  do  BO,  is  to  do  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  claim  that 
Congress  shall  set  up  its  own  discretion  as  to  the  objects  of 
"general  welfare,"  instead  of  confining  its  action  to  the  specific 
enumerated  powers  of  the  Constitution  itself.  If  the  "general 
welfare"  be  the  only  limitation  on  the  discretion  of  Congress, 
why  then  any  enumeration  of  powers  at  all?  All  power  was 
ai  once  given,  and  the  judgment  of  Congress  was  thereby  de* 
Glared  to  be  the  Constitution  of  the  tonlederacy.  What  right 
have  we  to  set  aside  the  judgment  of  the  convention?  '^  They 
chose  by  enumerating  the  powers,  to  show  what  were  intended 
to  be  national  objects;  and  the  very  enumeration  excludes  the 
idea  of  legialation  upon  subjects  not  enumerated 

The  minority  consider  the  proposition  to  pledge  the  faith  of 
this  Government  for  the  redemption  of  •200,000,000  of  public 
stock  to  relieve  the  States,  or  pay  their  debts,  as  involving  ths 
whole  taxing  power  of  this  Government. 

It  is  a  proposition  to  tax  posterity,  not  for  thfe  existence  and 
independence  of  the  confederacy,  but  for  purposes  unknown  to 
the  Constitution,  and  at  war  with  those  principles  of  liberty 
which  secure  to  a  free  people  the  practical  ri^t  to  tax  them- 
selves alone,  and  to  be  protected  from  the  lawless  profligacy 
of  those  who  may  have  assumed  to  bind  them  in  all  future 
lime. 

In  all  civilized  countries,  the  lino  which  limits  the  power  of 
Government  as  to  taxation,  is  the  line  that  defines  enlightened 
liberty.  There  are  some  of  the  States  that  owe  nothing,  and 
many  but  little:  and  to  compel  them  to  become  jointly  liable, 
by  the  action  of  this  Federal  Government,  for  the  dfcbts  of  the 
other  States,  would  be  an  act  of  such  gross  Injustice  to  them, 
that  it  would  create  feelings  hostile  to  the  permanency  of  the 
Union.  The  strength  ol  our  Union  consists  in  the  Government 
acting  leith  tpiee  jorbenrance  upon  mhjeets  of  doubtful  im- 
port^in  doing  exact  jtutiee  to  all  the  parties — in  imposing 
egtuU  burden»~and  mildly  shedding  around  equal  blessings 
upon  (M.  By  such  a  course,  it  will  generate  reelings  of  do- 
voted  attachment  in  a  loyal  and  free  people,  who  will  be  ever 
ready  to  defend  it  from  aggressiont  abroad,  or  from  treaatin  at 
home. 

The  strength  of  the  Government  does  not  consist  in  arbi- 
trary or  great  power,  but  in  the  attachment  of  an  intelligent 
people  to  those  great  prIncipleB  which  make  them  free  and 
equal.  If  the  Government  assumes  a  doubtful  power,  the  ex- 
erci^  of  which  creates  palpable  injustice  to  whole  communi- 
tie&^its  operation  will  alienate  the  feelings  of  those  who  sufTer, 
and  loosen  the  bonds  that  keep  the  confederacy  together. 

The  creation  of  such  a  Government  debt  would  only  end  in 
taxing  the  productive  industry  of  the  country  for  the  benefit  of 
Btockholders  and  speculators.  Thoee  who  deal  in  Government 
funde,  and  live  by  the  fiuctuations  of  paper,  might  amass  for- 
tunes; butthegreat  laboring  class  would  oe  beyond  the  reach 
of  its  benefits,  whilsf  they  would  be  made  finally  to  feel  its  bur- 
dens, in  the  future  taxation  of  the  Government  to  meet  the  vast 
obligations  thus  incurred.  It  is  wild  and  visionary  to  suppose 
that  the  creation  of  such  stock  would  add  anything  to  the  na- 
tional wealth.  It  would  only  tend  to  make  the  industrious  and 
BOhrant  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  abandoned  and  profligate.  ■ 
The  fint  immediate  effect  would  bo  to  iwell  ezpaniion,  and  | 


stimulate  a  bloated  paper  currency,  which  wooM  he  felt  iii 
foreign  exchanges  setting  against  us,  and  a  consequent  demand 
for  gold  and  silver  to  adjust  balances.  It  wonld  place  our  local 
currency  above  the  level  of  the  currency  of  the  world,  and  create 
a  drain  for  our  specie  to  equalize  it. .  This,  of  course,  would 
inevitably  end  in  explosion,  like  the  Mississippi  bubble  or  the 
French  assignats.  Without  intending  to  go  into  a  full  argu- 
ment, but  merely  to  suggest  the  genera)  grounds  of  opposition, 
the  minority  look  upon  the  whole  scheme  as'unconaiitational^ 
wild,  and  visionary,  and  full  of  fraud  and  tha  groBBest  iojii» 
tice. 

The  undersigned,  therefbre,  propose  that  the  resolution  of 
the  committee  be  amended,  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
words: 

Resolved^  further^  That,  to  adopt  the  recommendations  of 
the  said  memorials,  wouHl  be  unconstitutional,  and  dangerous 
to  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 
^  F.  W.  PICKENS, 

JOHN  W.  JONES. 

C.  G.  ATHBRTON. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  resolations  would  be 
received. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  majority  of  the 
Hoase  could  deierntine  whether  it  j^ould  go  into 
Coramiiiee  of  the  Whole,  or  receive  resoluiions. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
moiioo,  which  were  ordered;  and,  the  qaestion 
was  takff),  resulting  in  yeas  107,  nays  83,  as 
follows: 

YEA&— Messrs.  Allen,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Barnard,  Barton, 
Deenon,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Brig?s,  Biockway,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  Bumell,  William  Butler,  Green 
W.Caldwell,  Patrick  O.  Caldwell,  Car^,  Chapman,  Cliffoni, 
Clinton,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Cowen,  Cushing,  Dani^  Dawson, 
Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Kastman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Ferris, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Gamble,  Gatei, 
Gerry,  Giddings,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Goods,  Gr«iger,  Ousline, 
Hams,  Hastings,  Hopkins,  Ilousion,  Hubard,  Charles  J.   In- 

Sersoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William  Cost  Johnst/n,  Cave 
ohnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  King,  Little- 
field,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory, 
Blarchand,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Max* 
well.  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Parmenter, 
Partridge,  Payne,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Pope.  Reding,  Rencher, 
Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Ban  ford,  ftRunders,  Sewell, 
Steenrod.  Sumter,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  JacooThompeon,  Til- 
linghast,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Watterson,  Welter,  West* 
brook,  Chrtstophor  U.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Win- 
throp.  Wise,  and  Wood— 107. 

NAYB— Messrs.  Adams,  Landafl*  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Birdseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Botts,  Bronsoo,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Bc&wn,  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Caruthere,  Casey.  Chllds, 
Chittenden,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Cranston,  Garrstt  Da /is,  Rich- 
ard D.  Davis,  John  Edwarda  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  A. 
Lsvi  rence  Foster,  Thos.  F.  Foster,  Gentry,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Green,  Ilalaled,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Jamea  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Lino, 
McKennan,  Matbiot,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Morgan,  O^rne, 
Owsley,  Pendleton,  Powell.  Ramsey,  Rayner,  Read,  Ridgway, 
Rodney,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saltonstall, 
Blade,  Truman  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Alex.  H.  H. 
Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  John  B.  Thompson,  Rich* 
ard  W.  Thompson, Toland,  Tripleit,  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Wallace,  E.lward  D  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Yorke,  Augustus 
Young,  and  John  Young— 83. 

8o  the  House  tesofved  itFelf  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union — Mr.  Hopkins 
of  Virginia  in  the  chair. 

EXCHEaUER. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  committte  lay  aside 
the  army  hill,  which  was  first  in  order  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  take  up  the  bill  No.  906, 
amendatory  of  the  several  acts  establishing  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  had  certainly  no  objections  to 
Ihe  consideration  of  that  bill,  but  he  thought  the 
army  bill  should  be  fir^t  dispo5^d  of. 

Mr.  WJSE  begged  leave  to  remind  the  gentle- 
man that  the  army  bill  was  posipnced  for  a  week, 
to  make  way  for  a  negative  resolution. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  ihat  the  committee  take 
up  his  bill  to  reduce  ihe  pay  of  members  of  Con- 
gress and  of  the  officers  of  the  Government.  He 
thought  his  bill  much  more  important  than  either 
of  the  others. 

Mr  FILLMORE  called  for  tellers,  which  were 
ordered,  (Messrs.  Moork  and  Stratton;)  who,  t^n 
connticg,  reported  ayes  71,  noes  82. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  take  np  the  ex- 
chequer bill. 

ARMY  BILL.  * 

The  commit^e  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  army;  the 
question  l)eing  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Reynolds,  to  strikeout  tho  Appropriation  of 
f  20,000  (oT  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in« 
eert  |30,000  for  a  survey  of  a  military  road  from 
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the  Council  Blnfis  to  the  moaih  of  the  Colambia 
river. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  (imperfectly  heard)  com- 
menced by  calling  the  attfaiioD  of  the  committee 
(o  certain  docomcnts,  particalarly  the  report  of 
Colonel  Totten,  to  show  the  necessity  of  a  survey 
of  this  road  before  the  Government  can  get  the 
oecnpation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory. 
•There  was  a  considerable  opposition '  to  the  grant- 
ing of  land  in  that  territory  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  because  there  was  a  convention 
with  Great  Britain;  but  the  same  objections  did  not 
apply  to  (he  measure  he  proposed. 

He  thouf^ht  it.  was  high  time  that  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  should  take  possession  of  this  territory,  if 
^.they  ever  intended  to  do  it.  If  they  did  not  now, 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  do  it  some  years 
hence.  The. British  Government,  by  their  North- 
west Company,  had  taken  possession  of  the  coun- 
try, and  formed  trading  and  agricultural  settie- 
menta.  Mr.  R.  here  went  into  an  argument  to 
show  the  right  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  country; 
and  deprecated  the  idea  of  our  refraining  from  an 
assertion  of  our  rights,  because  it  might  give  um- 
brage to  the  British  Government.  He  admitted 
that  there  was  no  inducement  now  to  our  citizens 
to  make  settlements  in  the  country,  unless  the 
Government  would  encourage  and  protect  them. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  was  very  evident  that 
if  the  debate  should  go  on  in  this  way,  there  would 
be  no  end  to  it.  He  understood  from  the  Clerk 
that  there  was  a  special  order, '  which  would  take 
up  two  or  three  days;  and  he  would,  therefore, 
suggest  that  the  committee  ri^e,  in  order  that  a 
resolution  to  take  this  bill  out  of  c^^mmiitee  might 
be  offered.  Mr.  F.  accordingly  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.     . 

On  taking  the  question,  the  result  was — ayes  74, 
Bces  15;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CUSUJNG  called  for  tellers,  and  Messrs. 
Dean  and  Mathiot  were  appointed;  and  (bey  re- 
ported 83  in  the  affirmative,  and  39  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  committee  therefore  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  reported  a  resolution 
fixing  3  o^clock  for  the  termination  of  debate  On 
the  army  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  requested  the  gentleman  from  Nf  w 
York  to  yield  the  floor  to  him,  that  he  might  sub- 
mit two  resolutions  which  he  had  prepared  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House  to-day,  which,  by  the  rule,  was 
resolution  day.  That  order  of  business,  however, 
having  been  passed  over,  be  asked  the  gentleman 
to  give  him  the  opportunity  to  present  them. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  yielded,  with  the  expres- 
sion of  his  desire  that  the  aesolutions  would  not 
lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  presented  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  President  of  ihe  United  States  to  inform 
the  House  by  what  authority  Captain  Thomas 
Ap  Catesby  Jones  had  taken  possession  of  Monte- 
rey in  California,  i&o.  « 

The  resolution  Was  objected  to,  and  therefore  it 
was  not  received. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  submitted  another  resolution, 
which  called  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  a  copy  of  the  instruciion.s  given  by  the 
President  to  Captain  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones, 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  his  present  com- 
mand, and  of  all  communications  which  may  have 
been  received  from  the  said  Captain  T.  Ap  Catesby 
Jones,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  Monterey;  and 
also  calling  upon  the  President  to  inform  this 
House  if  there  had  been  any  despatch  transmitted 
recalling  Captain  Jones  from  his  command. 

This  resolution  was  also  objected  to,  and  (here- 
fore  wa"^  not  received. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  renewed  his  motion  to  fix 
he  time  for  the  termination  of  debate  on  the  army 
hill,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  fixed  half-past  3 
o*clock.  On  this  he  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  v^s  seconded;  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  put.  The  resolution  was  then 
adopted. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  again 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Slate  of  the  Union,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr. 
licpsiMs  resumed  the  chair. 


The  pending  question,  when  the  committee  ro.^e, 
was  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  RxTNOLDS,]  and  its  consideration  was  now 
resumed. 

Mr.  COSHING  said  that  the  mode  proposed  to 
be  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  was  not 
the  proper  one  in  which  to  deal  with  that  great 
question.  It'was  welP  underttoed  that  there  was 
a  bill  on  the  subject  of  th»  Oref(on  Territory  now 
before  the  Senate;  and  the  specific  question  involv- 
ed in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Il- 
linois would  come  before  the  House  when  the 
time  arrived  for  it  to  pass  on  the  bill  which  the 
Senate  might  send  to  them.  It  was,  therefore,  now 
premature  to  enter  upon  it,  and  he  protested 
against  its  being  now  made  a  test  question.  He 
would  sHggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  that 
be  was  prejudicing  the  question  which  he  wished  to 
promote,  by  the  course  he  was  adopting;  and  he 
would  suf^gest  to  him  the  propriety  of  withdrawing 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  also  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, mainly  on  the  ground  that  he  could  not  ap- 
prove of  that  specific  disposition  of  the  appropria- 
tion, preferring  to  leave  it  in  the  discretion  of  the 
proper  department,  as  the  bill  now  proposed. 

Mr.  CROSS  also  briefly  suggested  that  (he  gen- 
tleman^s  object  would  be  gained  by  the  survey 
which  was  necessary  'to  mark  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Texas^  which  must 
be  done  pursuant  to  treaty  stipulation;  and,  there- 
fore, he  suggested  a  modification  of  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
(torn  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  ofiered 
an  amendment,  as  was  understood,  to  make  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  extending  and  rendering 
more  complete  the  meteorological  sarvey. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  and  Mr.  FILLMORE, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

When  the  committee  arrived  at  the  clause  ap- 
propriating money  for  the  support  of  West  Point 
Academy — 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  submitted  an  amend» 
ment  to  cut  off  the  pay  of  the  cadets.  The 
country  (he  said)  furnished  the  cadets  with 
a  good  education,  and  paid  them  for  accepting  it; 
acd  )et,  in  times  when  the  country  required  ihcir 
services,  they  sent  in  their  resignations.  He  di- 
rected the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  resigna- 
tions, when  the  service  of  these  officers,  who  were 
prepared  by  the  country,  was  required  for  the 
Florida  war;  and  said  he  had  no  doubt  an  abundance 
would  be  found  to  avail  themselves  of  the  educa- 
tion which  West'  Point  afforded,  without  paying 
them  for  learning.  He  urged  his  amendment,  too, 
on  the  ground  that  the  state  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  as  shown  by  a  document  lately  placed  rn 
their  desks,  was  such  as  to  call  for  all  practicable 
retrenchments.  From  the  document  to  which  he 
alluded,  he  derived  the  information  that  but 
$10,000,000  could  be  expected  from  imports  for 
the  current  year;  and  if  to  this  were  added  the 
amount  that  could  be  expected  from  the  public 
land?,  they  would  have  but  f  11,000,000  to  meet 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government — of  |30,000,- 
000,  at  the  lowest  estimate  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury;  though  how  they  were  to  be  reduced  to 
that  amount,  he  (Mr.  Roosevelt)  could  not  imagine. 
He  suspected  they  would  amount  to  ^^27,000,000, 
which  must  be  met  with  $11,000,000,  for  they 
could  calculate  upon  no  more.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstarxes,  it' was  time  to  look  areund  them,  and 
see  what  redaction  could  be  made  in  their  expendi* 
tures,  that  they  might  protect  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try. True,  the  money  paid  to  the  cadets  wa«  small 
in  amount;  but  the  expenditures  of  this  Gov<^- 
ment  were  made  up  of  an  aggregate  of  small  items; 
and  by  this  retrenchment,  perhaps  $20,000  or  $30,- 
000  might  be  saved;  of  the  precise  amount,  how- 
ever, he  had  not  informed  himself. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  there  were  not 
more  cadets  who  had  graduated,  than  could  find 
employment  in  the  service  of  the  country.  He 
also  wished  to  know  whether  they  were  not  kept  as 
supernumeraries;  and  how  many  they  were  in  nam- 


her,  and  al5o  how  much  the  Governmeai  mhI 
to  them.  "  f*" 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  understood  there  were  moR! 
graduating  than  the  service  of  the  conntry  reoaiN 
ed;  but  he  could  not  answer  ail  the  inqairles  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  opposed  the  amendment,  wn. 
tending  that  it  would  cut  off  the  sons  of  poor  peo- 
ple from  West  Point,  (many  of  whom,  even  m 
could  not  raise  the  necessary  outfit  for  their  bon 
without  the  aid  ot  friends,)  and  leave  iu  doon 
open  only  to  the  rich. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  the  reason  whj  West 
Point  bad  fallen  into  disfavor,  was  because  ridi 
men  availed  themselves  of  it  to  educate  tbeirsoos, 
and  then  withdraw  them  from  the  poblic  servioe! 
He  was  of  opinion  that,  unless  great  care  beukeL 
that  institution  would  be  destroyed  Bat  respeei. 
ing  the  resignations  of  some  years  past,  to  vhich 
allasion  had  been  made,  he  said  that  wu  a  tine 
when  the  States  were  entering  on  public  vorki 
and  the  persons  alluded  to  resigned,  not  fromeov* 
ardice,  but  to  enter  the  public  service  in  oiber 
branches. 

He  next  commented  on  the  proposal  of  ihe|eii< 
tleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Roosevelt,]  to  with, 
hold  the  pay  of  the  cadets.  If  he  renembend 
right,  their  pay  was  j(L6  a  month,  with tati«s. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  PaornTj  had, 
well  described  their  coadition.  He  (Mr.  G)  ba^ 
in  the  course  of  his  congressional  lif^,  appointed 
two  cadets,  and  in  neither  instance  had  he  sooglit 
political  infloence,  or  endeavored  to  confer  penoa* 
al  obligation.  In  one  instance,  the  parents  of  tbe 
youth  had  to  make  heavy  sacrifices  to  provide  a& 
outfit  for  him,  when  he  started  to  West  Point;  ia 
the  t>ther,  the  young  man  was  the  son  of  i  vidov, 
and  his  friends  had  to  make  advances  in  order  lo 
enable  him  to  enter.  In  both  cases,  he  sotight  est 
those  most  worthy  of  the  place^  and  who  would  be 
least  likely  to  leave  the  army  when  their  serrieei 
were  wanted.  Of  all  the  propositions  snbmiUed 
in  relation  to  the  institution,  that  of  his  coUeagtie 
was  the  worst,  and  struck  the  heaviest  blew  at  Ibe 
poor. 

It  was  the  nature  of  an  institution  like  the  We« 
Point  Academy  to  rnn  to  ruin,  unless  earefallj 
watched.  Every  new  officer  sintioned  there  bad  some 
new  scheme  to  propose,  and  each  board  of  visiters 
brought  forward  something  more  grand  than  tbeir 
predecessors.  It  was  these  things  which  were  mnck 
calculated  to  influence  the  public  mind  against  the 
institution. 

Mr.  MALLORY  obtained  the  floor,  bat 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  rose  to  make  an  expltnalioi. 
While  up,  [Mr.  Mallort  not  yielding,  becaoseoi 
the  shortness  of  the  time  left,]  he  was  ondeistood 
to  say  that  he  had  not  offered  his  ameodnientas 
the  peculiar  friend  of  the  poor;  but  as  one  alikt 
representing  the  interests  of  both  rich  and  poor. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  desired  to  make  a  ai< 
gle  remark.  He  believed  West  Point  to  be  a  good 
institution,  and  would  do  nothing  to  injare  it. 
Yet,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  apon  too 
large  a  scale.  It  should  be  reduced  to  correspond 
with  the  strength  of  the  army.  Unless  its  fnends 
stepped  forward  and  curtailed  its  expenses,  it  would 
be  broken  down  by  its  own  weight.  The  board  o( 
visiters,  he  thought,  was  a  humbug,  and  oqgbt  to 
be  abolished.  Indeed,  they  were  men  of  not  snf* 
ficient  science  to  enable  them  to  examine  the  ca- 
dets and  the  institution.  As  other  gentlemen  were 
desirous  of  speaking  during  the  remaining  fifuen 
minutes,  he  would  conclude  by  offering  a  proviso. 

The  proviso  was  read.  [See  a  subsequent  part 
of  this  day's  proceedings  ] 

The  CHAIR  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order  at  thii 
time. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  said  he  was  opposd 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Roosevelt.]  It  would  banish  from  the  in- 
stitution all  poor  boys,  and  leave  it  open  only  i^ 
the  wealthy— of  whom  there  liad  been  already  tei 
large  a  proportion  there.  Not  that  he  wished  onlj 
the  sons  of  the  poor  to  be  educated  there;  bat  thai 
ihey  ought  to  have  at  least  an  equal  chance— vhieh 
I  hey  would  not  have,  if  the  amendment  taking; 
from  them  all  their  pay  was  adopted.  He  woaM 
not  say  the  pay  of  the  cadets  might  not,  and  oogbt 
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not,  te  be  reduced ;  bat  snffieient  for  their  sopport 

ought  to  be  given  them.  If  the  whole  o^*  their  pay  was 

abolished,  some  of  the  most  promising  boys  would 

have  to  leave  the  institution.    The  cadet  he  had 

geleetcd  from  hid  district  would  be  compelled  to 

ibandon  it    His  parents  had  too  many  children  to 

sapport,  to  allow  them  to  keep  any  one  of  ihem" 

ia  such  an  institution.    He  bad  selected  the  boy 

alluded  to  from  the  public  school  of  his  district, 

becatise  of  his  superior  fitness  for  the  station.    At 

the  time  of  his  being  selected,  the  boy  maintained 

himself  by  delivering  milk,  each  morning,  at  T5 

cents  a  wsek.  He  hoped,  therefore,  if  the  institution 

was  to  remain,  that  its  doors  would  not.  be  closed 

to  the  poor  of  the  country.    If  either  class  ought 

exclusively  to  be  educated  at  the  public  expense,  it 

should  be  the  poor.    They  would  be  most  likely, 

from  necessity,  to  devote  themselves  to  the  service 

of  their  coantry  in  after  life.    The  son!  of  the 

wealthy  too  often  relied  upon  thTeir  wealth  foc^^up- 

port,and  yielded  no  return  to  the  country  for  the 

education  they  had  received  from  it.    But  he  was 

for  keeping  the  institution  open  aiik^to  all  classes 

while  it  existed. 

He  was,  however,  opposed  to  the  continuance  of 
the  institution  altogether.  It  was^n  opposition  to 
the  whole  nature  and  character  of  out  Government. 
The  General  Qovemment  was  not  created  to  edu- 
cate men  to  fill  its  different  departments.  It  was 
not  intended  that  it  should  train  up  men  as  inherit- 
ors of  its  power  and  places — of  the  offices  of  its 
army,  navy,  its  legislative  halls,  or  Jts  executive 
departments;  for,  if  the  principle  was  to  be  carried 
out,  it  ought  to  educate  men  to  be  members  of 
Congress  and  executive  officers.  This  was  not  the 
genius  of  free  government.  He  thought,  when  the 
people  or  the  people's  Government  wanted  officers 
or  agents  of  any  kind,  they  ought  to  have  the  whole 
body  of  citizens  to  select  from,  and  take  the  best 
qaalified.  If  this  institution  was  abolished,  many 
others  wOQid  spring  up  among  the  people  in  its 
place.  If  the  appointments  in  the  army  and  navy 
were  open  to  the  best  qualified  to  fill  them,  they 
would  find,  instead  of  a  few  hundred  boys,  thou- 
sands of  full-sized,  Well  educated,  reSdy-made 
men,  every  way  prepared  to  do  good  service.  If 
the  competition  were  allowed,  a  military  education 
wouki  become  a  part  of  the  exercises  of  ordinary 
schools  and  senunaries.  Boys  would  be  trained 
there  for  the  army,  for  the  law,  or  medicine,  or  civil 
engineering.  There  would  be  no  lack,  he  said,  of 
military  ^ncated  men,  when  military  educated 
men  are  in  demand;  the  supply,  like  all  other  pur« 
suits  of  life,  wouki  be  fully  equal  to  the  demand. 
At  present,  the  door  of  the  army  was  closed  to  all 
who  did  not  go  through  the  West  Point  Academy. 

Another  objection  to  it  was,  that  the  country  had 
to  pay  for  edacating  many  who  never  rendered  any 
service  in  return.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Florida 
war,  and  when  their  services  were  required,  they 
abandoned  the  flag  of  their  country  by  scores.  Out 
of  the  hundreds  and  thousands  educated  at  that  in- 
stitution, how  many->ltf  might  say  how  fiw — had 
ever  rendered  any  important  service  to  the  country. 
What  had  been  the  facts  recently  stated  on  the 
floor  of  that  House,  when  the  subject  of  the 
coast  survey  was  under  consideration  1  Why,  that 
there  were  not  in  the  whole  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States  men  competent  to  carry  on  that 
survey;  and  that  the  country  must  look  to  the  pri* 
vate  walks  of  life  for  the  necessary  talent  and 
edoeation  to  carry  it  on. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  speaking 
slightingly  of  the  officers  of  the  army  who  had 
been  educated  at  West  Point,  nor  of  tbe  compe- 
tency of  most  of  them  to  perform  all  tbe  duties 
required  of  them.  On  the  contrary,  he  considered 
them  generally  as  of  a  high  order  of  military  and 
scientific  men;  but,  as  officers,  ihey  had  not  gen- 
erally shown  themselves  superior  to  the  officers  of 
tbe  army  who  had  been  selected  from  the  citizens 
at  large.    Our  recent  wars,  and  particularly  the 


Florida  war,  had  not  developed  any  great  military 
genius  or  acquirements.  The  officers  of  the  revo* 
lutionary  army,  and  of  that  of  the  late  war,  would 
not  lose  by  comparison  with  those  of  the  West 
Point  academy,  or  of  any  other  school.  General 
Jackson,  and  the  uneducated  officers  under  him, 
had  shown  as  much  skill  and  bravery,  and  bad 
had  more  success  in  their  Indian  wars,  and  before 
New  Orleans,  than  would  be  found  in  all  tbe  wars 
and  baypi  -bf  all  the  West  Point  officers.  It 
would  bRtrange,  indeed,  if  that  institution  had 
not  sent  out  some  good  officers  out  of  the  ihous- 
ands  there  educated;  but,*comparatively,  they  had 
been  few.  Even  now,  those  educated  there  did  not 
rank  in  the  army  higher  than  Colonel  Kearney, 
and  his  dragoon  officers,  who  had  all  been  taken 
from  private  life.         ^ 

It  was  needless,  he  said,  to  attempt  to  disguise 
the  fact,  that,  throughout  the  whole  country ,>  there 
was  a  deep-rooted  and  widespread  opposition  in  the 
public  mind  to  the  institution.  Many  States  had 
instructed  their  Eepresentatives  and  Senators  to 
abolish  it;  and,  but  a  day  or  two  ago,  CJonnecticut 
sent  ijD  her  opposition.  He  did  not  wish  to  im- 
pute improper  motives  to  any  member  of  the 
House;  but  it  was  but  too  apparent  that,  if  all  the 
personal  connexions  of  members  with  the  cadets, 
and  all  other  political  and  personal  considerations 
thereby  created,  could  be  excluded,  the  institution 
would  not  remain  another  day. 

If  it  must  remain,  he  trusted  all — even  its  strong- 
est friends — would  perceive  the  necessity  of  curtsil- 
ing  its  numbers,  as  was  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virgicia,  [Mr.  Mal- 
LOUT.]  The  army  was  being  reduced,  and  there 
were  already  more  cadets  attached  to  it  than  were 
necessary  to  fill  all  its  offices.  If,  therefore,  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  educate  boys  to  make  cffl« 
cers  for  the  army,  it  was  not  necessary,,  certainly, 
to  educate  them  to  be  mere  hangers-on  to  that 
army,  at  the  expense  of  the  public  treasury — to  be 
the  '*mere  cankers  of  a  long  peace.*'  These  were 
not  times  for  uselei^s  expenditure.  The  revenue 
of  the  country  was  far  short  of  its  expenditures. 
Retrenchment  must  be  made  somewhere,  or  the 
national  debt  would  increase.  It  had  increased, 
he  said,  and  was  increasing  at  a  fearful  rate;  taxes 
had  increased,  and  would  have  to  be  increased  still 
further  to  pay  it;  and  ought  they  le  go  on  edu- 
cating boys  for  the  army  and  navy,  and  paying 
hosts  of  officers  in  both,  to  walk  the  streets  of  the 
cities  in  idleness?    He  was  opposed  to  it  all. 

Mr.  H0LME3  said  he  imagined  there  would 
be  but  one  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mallcrt] 
It  would  root  out  the  at  uses  of  that  glorious  insti- 
tution, West  Point,  and  diminish  the  increasing 
feeling  again&t  it;  whilst  it  would  not  impair  its 
iisefulness.  He  opposed  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Yoik,  [Mr.  Roosxvblt,]  and 
thought  it  could  not  have  been  seriously  offered.  It 
might  be — as  gentlemen  had  said — that  some  offi- 
cers resigned  their  places  after  having  been  edu- 
cated at  the  expense  of  tbe  Government;  but  he 
could  testify  that  a  number  of  those  who  sotun- 
tesred  to  go  and  fight  against  the  savages  were  edu- 
cated at  West  Puint;  and,  though  retired  to  civil 
life,  came  when  their  country  called  them,  and 
ru»hed  to  the  battle-field.  He  replied  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Q|pwNf— that  Government  should  not  educate  any 
^ne  to  fill  its  offices.  The  contrary  from  what  tbe 
gentleman  jvished  was  in  practice  every  day.  He 
referred  the  gentleman  to  the  whole  organization 
of  the  army  and  navy.  The  education  ef  those 
who  had  to  command  must  be  begun  somewhere. 
In  the  navy,  it  was  begun  with  tbe  midshipman; 
and  in  the  army,  with  the  cadet.  If  gentlemen, 
with  their  Oregon  ideas,  would  precipitate  us  into 
a  campaign  in  that  territory,  he  wished  to  have 
m^  of  science  to  conduct  it;  for  it  really  seemed 
to  him  that  they  desired  to  conquer  Oregon  pirfm 
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Mr.  J.  R.  INGER80LL  advocated  the  West 
Point  academy.  He  contended  that  it  was  not 
true  that  the  cadets  were  educated  for .  die 
army.  They  were  already  in  the  i^rmy,  and  In  it 
educated  as  much  as  any  soldier.  It  would  be  as 
reasonable  to  cut  off  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  com* 
posing  the  army  as  of  the  cadets.  He  replied  to 
the  objection  that  officers  educated  at  Weet  Point 
had  resigned,  and  pictured  to  the  House  the  eon* 
duct  of  the  gallant  Dade  and  his  compatriots  who 
fell  in  Florida,  and  who  received  their  education 
at  West  Point.  He  argued  ttat  the  academy 
had  had  an  important  influence  upon  the  mlUtarjr 
discipline  of  the  country,  as  extended  and  improved 
by  those  who  had  there  received  their  educatioia 
and  retired  to  civil  life. 

The  qnestton  was  then  taken  on  tbe  amendment 
of  Mr.  RoosKVKLT,  and  lost  without  a  dWision. 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  an  amendment,  pro^ 
viding  that  no  more  cadets  shall  be  appointed  to 
the  military  academy  after  the  1st  of  July  next^ 
till  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress;  and  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  a  plan  to  Congress^ 
at  the  next  session,  for  the  graanal  reduction  of 
the  expenses  of  ih^s  military  aMtdemy. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  reduce  the  anmber  of  cadets 
to  one  hundred;  but  this  mction  was  rejected- 
ayes  37,  noes  99.  , 

Mr.  A.  C.  DODGE  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment: 

Provided^  That  in  all  cmm  of  appointmeDta  of  cadeta  to  (he 
West  Point  Academy,  the  individual  aeleded  aball  be  an  aelMoT 
reaidentofthecoogreaBionaldlHriet  of  the  State  or  Territory 
from  wtiich  t|ie  appointment  pnrporta  to  t>e  made. 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  clause 
of  the  amendment,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Mallout, 
and  lost — ayes  44,  noes  83. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  seeond  branch  of 
the  amendment,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  report  to  Congress,  at  tbe  next  session,  a  plan 
for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point;  and  lost— -ay^a 
46,  noes  not  counted.  ^ 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  offered  an  amendment  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  a  plan  whereby 
a  person  paying  his  own  expenses  may  be  ednoaled 
at  West  Point:  rejected. 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  offered  an  amendment  pro- 
viding that  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  a  board  of 
visiters  at  the  West  Point  Academy.  Csrried— 
ayes  89,  noes  not  conn  ted. 

Mr.  EVERETT  offered  an  amendment  providing 
that  the  number  of  cadets  shall  be  limited  to  the 
nnmber  of  Representativ,es  in  Congress;  and  that 
each  congres$>i  >nal  district  shall  be  entitled  to 
have  one  cadet,  and  no  more,  at  the  academy  i  car- 
ried. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  offered  an  amendment 
providing  that  no  money  appropriated  by  this  bill 
shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  larger  sum 
of  money  to  the  officers  of  the  General  Staff,  the 
Cluartermaster  General^  department,  the  Subsist- 
ence and  Purchasing  departments,  the  Engineer 
and  Topographical  bureaux,  and  Military  Acad- 
emy, dkc,  6cc,  than  is  now  paid  to  ibe  cfficers  of 
the  same  grade  in  the  infantry,  and  that  all  laws 
inconsistent  with  this  proviso  be  repealed:  rejected. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  committee  riset 
rejected. 

Mr.  BARTON  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
for  the  restoration  of  the  civil,  and  the  abolishment 
of  the  military  superintendeneies  o(  the  national 
armories:  rejected. 

Mr.  8PRIGG  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
clause  making  appropriations  for  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores:  rejected. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  tbe  bill  to  the  House. 

The  question  then  coming  np  on  concnning  in 
the  amandments  made  in  Committee  of  the  W^^| 
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i,ir  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  moved  the  pre- 
Vu  us  queMion;  which  was  seconded  by  the  Honae, 
nnd  tb"  main  question  ordered. 

Mr  CALDWBLL  moved  that  the  Honse  ad- 
j  ura;  «>hich  qoestion  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  affirmati^ — yeas  91,  nays  67. 

do  the  Eonse  adjonmed. 

IN  SENATE. 
ToiSDAT,  January  31, 1843. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  from  eitizens 
of  Maine  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  askiag 
Congress  to  levy  pk  increase  in  specific  duty  on 
lumber  imported  into  the  United  States  from  (be 
British  colonies;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
Benjamin  J.  Wood  and  others,  citiaens  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  remonstrating  against  the 
repeat  of  the  bankrupt  law:  referred  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  two  memorials— one 
signed  by  177,  and  the  other  by  313  citizens  of 
Lockport,  in  Niagara  county.  New  York,  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Also  presented  a  memorial  from  inhabitants  of 
Windsor,  in  Broome  county,  New  York,  praying 
Congress  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 

Mr.  8TURQB0N  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  citiaens  of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania, 
recommending  the  issue,  by  the  General  Gk>vem« 
menty  of  f^0,000,000  of  stock  lo  the  States  and 
Tenitories,  based  on  tbe  proceeds  of -the  sales  of  the 
public  lands:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial,  numerously  signed 
hy  citiiens  of  the  eity  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  some 
action  to  restore  Mr.  Kendall  to  his  personal  liberty, 
of  which  he  has  been  deprived  in  consequence  of 
bis  faithftal  discbarge  o{  his  duties  as  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  memorial  from 
merchants  and  ship-owners  of  Portland,  Maine, 
praying  Cqngress  to  make  such  alterations  in  our 
commercial  regulations  with  foreign  powers,  con- 
sistent with  treaty  stipulations,  as  will  produce 
greater  reciprocity  in  trade:  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  a  petition  Arom  John 
Dowling,  attorney  in  fact,  and  administrator  of 
Patrick  Grey,  deceased,  of  Jo  Daviess  county,  Illi- 
nois, praying  indemnity  for  a  horse  lest  in  the  late 
Blade  Hawk  war:  refened  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  the  city  cc(uncil 
of  Galena,  Illinois,  praying  that  that  city  may  be 
made  a  port  of  entry:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

A1so,Jpresented  a  memorial  from  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  poet  route  from  Peoria  to  Fulton 
city,  in  Whiteside  county,  in  that  State:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  OflBce  and  Poet  Roads. 

Also,  presented  the  petitions  of  Aaron  Payne 
and  Wm.  C.  Murphy,  praying  for  arrears  of  pen* 
sion:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  presented  the  last  report  of  the  president 
and  board  of  canal  commissioners  of  tbe  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal;  and  the  report  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  in  the  Illinois  Legislature,  on  the 
subject  of  the  canal;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  RtMida  and  .Canals,  having  charge 
of  that  subject. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Alvin  C.  Gowell,  representing  that  he  invented  a 
great  improvement  in  rockets,  and  other  fire-works, 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  War  Department; 
and  praying  compensation  for  the  same:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  House  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Tirzah  Hunt,  reported  the  same,  back,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
qiMstion  was  then  put  on  the  motion  for  in> 
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definite  postponement,  and  carried  in  tbe  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,  reported  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment, the  bill  for  repairing  and  repaviag  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue. 

Mr.  M.  also,  flrom  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  extending  tbe  charters  of  the  several  banks 
in  the  Disurict  of  Columbia;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  add 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  House  bill 
entitled  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Stcckbridge 
tribe  of  Indians.**  ^  <^ 

Mr.  P.  also  reported,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  a  bill  gianiing  a  pension  to  David  Welch; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  additional  documents  in 
support  of  the  claim  of  Elizabeth  Dawkins;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr«  WILLIAMS  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  instructing 
the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Representatives 
from  that  State  to  vote  for  a  bill  unconditionally 
refunding  to  Gkneral  Jackson  the  fine  so  unjustly 
imposed  on  him  by  Judge  Hall  of  Louisiana; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Numerous  bills  from  tbe  House,  of  a  private 
character,  which  passed  that  body  on  Saturday 
last,  were  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  appropriately 
referred. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Poet  Roads,  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
having  tbe  Assistants  Postmaster  Gkneral  appointed 
by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  relative  to  the  appointmcDtof  the  As- 
sistants Postmaster  General  ot  the  United  States;" 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.DATTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  members  of  the  bar  and  other  citizens  of  New 
Jersey,  on  the  subiect  of  holding  the  United  States 
district  courts  at  Trenton,  instead  of  Burlington  and 
New  Brunswick,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  place 
of  holding  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TALLM  ADGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
shipowners  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that 
a  flostiDg  dock,  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  may 
be  constructed  at  Brooklyn:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affitirs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  johit 
resolution  to  establish  in  the  States  of  Kentucky 
and  Missouri  agencies  for  water-rotted  hemp,  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  YOUNG  remarked  that  it  hid  been  sug- 
gested to  him,  by  one  of  ibe  Representatives  from 
Tennessee,  that  an  agency  should  also  be  estab- 
lished in  that  State,  as  a  considerable  quantity  of 
hemp  was  raised  there.  He  therefore  moved  to 
insert  one  agent  for  Tennessee.  He  would  also 
make  a  similar  motion  in  regard  to  the  State  of 
Illinois,  for  hemp  was  raised  in  that  State.  In 
reference  to  the  bemp  of  Illinois,  be  would  only 
say  that  he  had  presented  a  specimen  to  the  Navy 
Department,  and  the  Secretary  remarked  that  it 
was  the  best  specimen  ever  presented  there.  He 
was  satisfied  that  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  if  an 
agency  was  established  there,  hemp  would  meet 
with  very  extensive  cultivation.  He  did  not  desire 
to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  resolu- 
tion; but,  believing  that  there  would  be  vety  sniall 
additional  expense  incurred,  if  an  agent  were  ^-^i 
pointed  to  each  of  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  11-^ 
linois,  and  not  knowing  of  any  objection  to  sudi 
an  amendment,  he  hoped  it  would  be  acquiesced 
in. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said^that  the  resolution,  as 
it  now  stood,  only  made  provision  for  the  two 
States  (Kentucky  and  Missouri)  wbidi  were  large- 
ly engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  this  article,  and  in 
the  preparation  of  water-rotted  hemp.  He  thought 
it  was  time  enough  to  create  agencies  in  tbe  other 
two  States  proppsed,  when  they  shall  have  made 
the  same  progress  in  the  preparation  of  the  article. 


The  agencies  would  involve  some  expense.  He 
submitted,  therefore,  to  tbe  Senator  from  Illinoit 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  tbose  Bwei 
having  yet  cultivated  so  limited  a  quantity  of  t^ 
article,  and  having  made  no  progress  in  the  wnn- 
rotting  process,  it  was  neeessary  that  sieseiei 
should  be  established  there  immediately.  When 
tbe  necessity  aris^  for  the  creation  of  agenciei  in 
those  States,  no  Senator  would  be  morereidf  to 
rote  for  them  than  he  would.  He  hoped  tlieSeih 
ator  from'  Illinois  would  not  jeopard  the  ie«latioft 
by  moving,  at  this  late  stage  of  the  session,  an 
amendment  which  would  make  it  necessary  to  re* 
turn  the  resolution  for  action  in  the  other  HooBe. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  spoke  also  of  the  prof. 
ress  making  in  the  State  of  Indiana  in  the  enW 
tion  of  hemp,  400  acres  of  which  had  been  planted 
by  one  individual .  alone,  and  he  was  extoisiTdy 
water-rotting  it;  and  however  desirable  it  might  be 
to  have  an  agency  in  that  State  also,  as  tbe  matter 
then  stood  1^  would  not  embarra^  the  resolaiita, 
at  this  stage  of  the  session,  with  an  amendment. 
He  was  willing  that  agencies  should  be  fir^t  estab- 
lished in  those  States  which  had  made  frcaier 
progre4i  in  the  culture  and  preparation  of  the 
at  tide. 

Mr.  YOUNG  remarked,  that  it  was  far  from  his 
intention  to  embarrass  the  pasaige  of  tbe  reaoli- 
tion.  He  did*not  know,  at  the  time  when  be  made 
the  motion,  that  the  proposed  agencies  involTed  any 
considerable  expense.  As  tbe  Senator  from  Rj»- 
tucky  supposed  the  amendment  might  hazard  tha 
passage  of  the  Resolution,  he  would  withdraw  IL 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  the  two  agenen 
proposed  in  the  resolution  were  general  intheii 
character.  The  inspections  and  purchases  by  thoee 
agents  would  not,  therefore,  be  confined  to  the 
hemp  of  the  particular  State  in  which  they  may 
reside;  but  they  csn  purchase  the  hemp  of  Tennes- 
see and  Illinois.  These  agencies  wonld  be  estab- 
lished at  such  points  on  the  rivers  as  would  give 
the  greatest  facility  to  the  hemp-growers  of  all  the 
States. 

Mr.  KING  did  not  understand  what  aecemty 
there  was  for  such  a  resolution  as  that  sow  before 
the  Senate.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  eo- 
eotuagement  from  tbe  General  Government  for  this 
particular  branch  of  farming  was  more  sailed  for 
than  would  be  proper  for  the  growth  of  biead- 
stuffs  for  the  navy.  It  was  the  beginning  of  a 
system  of  sending  agencies  from  tbe  Genttai  Got- 
emment  into  the  States,  which  would  lead  to  endt 
results  that  the  very  gentlemen  now  adToeatiag 
this  proposition  would  have  to  come  forward  tbe 
first,  themselves,  for  its  repeal.  A  system  of  fator- 
itism  would  grow  up,  (for  these  agents  eonld  not 
help  becoming  the  tools  of  influential  men  is  local 
districts,)  which  would  result  in  the  pnrehaie 
fur  the  Government  of  the  wont  materials  at 
the  highest  price,  until  what  they  would  select 
would  not  be  worth  having.  There  could  be  po 
better  way  devised  for  supplying  tbe  nary  vith 
hemp  for  cordage  and  cloth,  than  that  which  mv 
exists;  whereby  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy  idw- 
tises  for  proposals  and  samples,  and  decides  npoa 
the  best  articles  he  wants,  at  the  most  favorable 
prices.  Let  the  farmers  who  choose  to  grow  hemp 
for  the  navy  compete  with  the  foreign  article,  and 
make  it  better  and  sell  it  cheaper,  and  it  will  iasore 
a  market  for  so  much  as  our  navy  may  reqitiie. 
All  this  &hould  be  done  without  this  special  inter* 
ference  on  the  part  of  tbe  General  Govemmeat. 

Mr.  ALLEN  inquired  of  the  Senator  from  KeiH 
tucky,  [Mr.  GanrmNDwr,]  whether  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  had  not  tbe  power  already,  under  ex- 
isting laws,  to  appoint  agenu  to  examine  and  pll^ 
chase  hemp. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  supposed  he  had.  The 
Senator  from  Alabama  seemed  to  apprehend  that 
tbe  agents  that  might  be  appointed  in  thoee  tvo 
States,  under  this  resolution,  would  soon  beeome 
subjected  to  individual  influence;  and  theeonse- 
qaence  would  be  the  purchase  of  worthless  bemp 
for  the  use  of  the  navy.  He  asked  that  Senatot 
whether  tbose  agents  would  be  more  liable  to  m- 
vidual  influence,  or  more  likely  to  purchase  a  bid 
article,  than  those  officers  employed  at  Boston  or 
New  York  by  tbe  Government,  to  make  porehasn 
of  the  foreign  article. 
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Mr.  KING,  They  make  their  purchases  by  con- 
tract, on  samples. 

Bir.  CRITTBNDBN.  Well,  then,  the  agent 
thai  makes  the  contraet  for  the  purchase,  has  to 
examine  the  hemp}  and  is  jnst  as  liable,  through 
indiyidual  inflnenoe,  40  purchase  a  bad  article,  as 
the  agencies,  if  established  in  Kentucky  or  Mis- 
souri. To  say  that  we  cannot  have  a  snfficient 
agency,  is  to  say  that  we  are  a  lace  of  dishonest 
men.  The  Senator's  argument  was  as  much  an 
migament  agafnst  alt  human  agency,  as  it  was 
against  the  agency  proposed  in  the  resolution.  It 
was  really  surprising  that  the  Senator  from.  Ala- 
bama apprehended  no  collusions  and  improper  in- 
fluenocB  in  the  agents  for  purchasini;  the  foreign 
article  in  the  Castem  ports.  Mr.  G.  then 
spoke  at  some  length  on  the  disadvantages  to 
the  hemp-growers  of  the  West,  in  consequence 
of  having  to  trans||fort  their  hemp  at  a  great 
expenee,  after  it  is  prepared,  to  the  Boston 
market*  to  undergo  the  inspection  of  the  agent 
there;  which  hemp  is  frequently  condemned  by 
such  agents,  owing  to  the  imperfect  knowledge, 
on  the  part  of  the  growers  of  the  artiMe,  of  the 
water-rotting  process.  The  hemp  thus  condemned 
is  left  without  a  market;  and  is  then  sold,  at  a 
great  sacrifice,  for  purposes  of  sacking.  Now,  if 
these  agencies  were  established  in  Kentucky  and 
Hissouri,  those  engaged  in  the  culture  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  article  would  be  saved  at  least  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation;  for  if  the  hemp  was  con- 
demned at  home,  they  would  then  manufacture  it 
into  something  else.  He  bad  no  doubt,  if  proper 
encouragement  was  given  our  own  people  who 
have  turned  their  attention  to  the  matter,  sufficient 
hemp— better  than  the  foreign  article— could  be 
raised  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  alone,  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  nayy. 

Mr.  BAYARD  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  the  resolution.  He  remarked  that 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  would  perceive  that, 
unless  some  authority  was  given  by  the  passage  of 
soeh  a  resolution  to  establish  agencies,  no  appro- 
priation could  be  made  for  the  object.  The  res* 
olution  was  merely  intended  as  a  basis  to  authorize 
the  insertion  in  the  general  appropriation  bill  of 
MR  item  to  defray  the  eipenses;  which  could  not  be 
done  under  the  rule,  which  excludes  from  that  bill 
all  appropriations  exc<ept  for  objects  authorized  by 
law.  If  the  resolution  was  passed,  still  it  remains 
for  Congress,  after  they  shall  have  seen  an  estimate 
•f  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  those  agents  and 
make  the  purchases,  to  say  whether  they  would 
make  the  appropriation.  Unless  the  appropria- 
tion was  m%de,  the  resolmijn  would  remain  as  a 
dead  letter  on  the  statute. 

Mr.  LINN  expressed  a  wish  that  the  question 
would  be  taken  without  further  debate;  if  that 
was  not  done,  he  would  move  to  pass  the  resolution 
oyer  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McDlTFFlB  remarked,  that  the  resolution 
inTolved  a  matter  of  some  importance,  and  desired 
that  it  might  be  postponed  (ill  to-morrow,  to  en- 
able him  to  make  a  few  remarks.    Then, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MORBHEAD,  the  resolution 
was  passed  over  informally. 

TH&  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  unftnifthed  debate  on  the  question  of  pass- 
ing the  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  came  up  as  the  special 
order. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  for  upwards  of  an  hour  in  op- 
position to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  time  and 
eireumstaaces  he  considered  most  unpropitious  for 
urging  this  measure.  It  could  lead  to  nothing  but 
the  loss  of  the  territory.  And  be  had  a  much 
higher  estimate  of  its  value  and  importance  than 
his  distinguished  and  eloqurnt  colleague  [Mr.  Mc- 
DuFPiB.]  The  exercise  of  our  sovereignty  over 
it  now,  must  inevitably  lead  to  resistance  on  the 
part  of  Qreat  Britain.  That  resistance  could 
only  result  in  our  either  retracting  or  main- 
taining our  position.  Should  we  have  to  re- 
trace our  steps,  it  would  be  to  a  position  infi- 
nitely worse  than  that  we  now  occupy.  Should  we 
persist,  war  must  he  the  consequence.  And  what 
could  we  expect  from  a  struggle  of  that  kind  in  a 
region  so  distant,  when  everything  would  operate 
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favorably  for  our  opponents,  and  to  our  own  dis- 
advantage? It  must  end  in  giving  to  Great  Britain^ 
the  entire  possession  of  the  territory;  and  how  then 
could  we  regain  a  footing  in  it  but  by  negotiation? 
Was  it  not  better  to  have  the  negotiation  now  in 
amity,  than  after  a  contest,  amid  unkind  feelings? 

Mr.  C.  pointed  out,  at  considerable  length,  the 
eonscquenees  of  a  strife  with  England  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  adverted  to  the  unprepared  condition  of 
•  this  country  for  it.  He  considered  onr  present 
position  the  most  safe,  honorable,  and  advantage- 
ous we  could,  under  existing  circumstances,  occu- 
py. It  was  so  considered  by  every  administration 
since  the  convention^  of  1818.  Time  would  do 
more  for  us.  than  any  legislation  we  could  devise. 
The  rapid  advance  of  our  population  in  number 
and  progress  westward,  had  been  such  within  the 
past  thirty  years,  as  to  justify  the  calculation  that 
the  period  cannot  be  far  distant  when  even  the 
Rocky  Mountains  cannot  stop  its  onward  march. 
We  gain  strength  by  time.  The  British,  on  the 
contrary,  will  be  weakened  by  those  circumstances 
which  will  operate  most  favorably  to  us. 

Mr.  PHELPS  could  not  concur  in  the  views 
taken  by  those  Senators  who  had  spoken  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  principal  provision  of  this  bill — that 
which  proposes  a  prospective  grant  of  lands  to  set- 
tlers. He  argued  that  the  right  of  occupation  by 
our  citiaens  was  conceded  in  the  admission  that 
we  might  extend  our  Territorial  laws  over  the  ter> 
ritory.  We  could  not  have  citizens  to  extend  those 
laws  to,  unless  they  had  habitations  to  dwell  in, 
and  lands  to  cultivate.  The  prerequisite  of  occu- 
pation was  therefore  implied.  He  took  each  pro- 
vision of  the  bill  successively,  and  maintained  that 
there  could  be  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  treaty 
in  its  purpose  and  objects.  He  read  extracts  from 
the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Qallatin,  to  show  that 
the  British  ministers  during  their  negotiation  with 
him,  admitted  that  we  might  do  everything  we  now 
proposed  to  do  by  this  bill.  He  dwelt  at  consider- 
able length  on  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  the  prop- 
er definition  of  its  provisions;  and  concluded  by 
expressing  a  hope  that  the  bill  in  its  present  shape 
would  be  supported  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RIVES  intimated  a  desire^  to  address  the 
Senate  on  the  subject.  He  believed  he  had  some 
peculiar  views,  to  which  he  would  wish  the  atten- 
tion of  Senators  might  be  directed;  but  the  attend- 
ance was  so  thin,  at  that  late  hour,  that  he  should 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  allow  the  bill 
to  be  passed  over  informally  till  to -morrow. 

Mr.  LINN  would  not  object,  as  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  desired  a  postponement,  although  he  could 
wish  (bat  some  further  progress  were  made  in  the 
matter  this  evening.  He  had  risen  to  make  a  sin- 
gle remark,  which  seemed  to  be  called  for,  in  con- 
sequence of  what  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cilhouh.]  He  alluded  to 
the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Monroe**  commonicaiion 
relative  to  the  building  of  a  fortification  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce.  While  up,  he  would  say  a  word 
in  reference  to  the  imputation  of  the  introduction 
of  this  bill  by  him  being  a  rash  measure.  Now,  he 
contended  there  could  be  no  objection  to  this  bill 
on  the  score  of  rashness;  for  he  had  urged  the  sub- 
ject in  1838,  and  repeatedly  since.  He  had  yielded 
to  the  experience  and  judgment  of  others,  in  re- 
fraining to  press  it  to  a  final  vote,  while  the  diffi- 
caltifs  with  England  were  under  negotiation.  He 
now  believed  it  would  have  been  better  if  he  had 
not  yielded  to  that  course.  Had  he  pressed  the 
matter  forward,  he  believed  the  interests  of  this 
country,  in  relation  to  the  Oregon  Territory,  would 
have  been  secured  by  this  time,  or  at  least  would 
stand  upon  a  better  footing  than  they  now  do.    v 

Mr.  CALHOUN  replied,  briefly,  that  although 
he  was  Secretary  of  War  in  Mr.  Monroe's  admin- 
%tration,  and  knew  it  was  a  wise  and  prudent  ad- 
ministration, he  did  not  feel  responsible  for  any  of 
the  measures  of  his  Cabinet  in  which  he  bad  not 
taken  pan.  As  to  the  enforcement  of  this  bill  at 
any  period  since  it  was  first  proposed,  the  true 
question  was,  whether  its  provisions  could  be  ear- 
ned out  if  Qreat  Britain  resisted  them.       ^ 

Mr.  LINN  said  that,  as  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia wished  the  subject  to  be  passed  over  informal- 


ly till  to-morrow,  he  should  make  no  objection  t6 
that  motion. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally;  and* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tdbsdat,  January  31, 1843. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBR80LL  presented  two  petition's 
of  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth  that 
'*Amos  Kendall,  late  Postmhster  General  of  the 
United  States,  is  now  confined  within  the  limits 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  . 
Columbia,  in  consequence  of  having  withheld, 
while  Postmaster  General,  che  payment  of  a  soa 
of  money,  said  to  have  been  due  by  the  Post  Ofllee 
Department  to  certain  mail  contractors,  but  whiek 
he  believed  they  were  not  justly  entitled  to;  and 
praying  Congrem  to  pass  such  a  law  as  will  lestore 
to  the  said  Amos  Kendall  his  personal  liberty,  and 
remunerate  him  for  the  loss  of  time  and  expensea 
incurred  in  defending  the  suits  againtt  him  by  thfr 
aforesaid  mail  contractors.*' 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  the  petition  of  Reubett 
Drake,  and  33  other  inhabitants  interested,  praying 
for  the  estal)lishment  of  a  post  route  from  Natehi-    ^ 
toches  to  Monroe,  Louisiana. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Silra- 
nus  O.  Pressey,  and  75  other  meifchants  and  ship- 
masters of  Deer  Isle,  Maine,  for  an  appropriation 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  Penobscot  Bay;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BOYD  presented  the  memorial  of  D.  A. 
Green,  and  88  other  citizens  of  Smithland,  Ken- 
tucky, asking  an  appropriation  to  remove  ob^truo- 
tions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi ,  Ohio,  Mis* 
souri,  and  Arkansas  rivers;  which  was  rpferred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  »tate  of  the 
Union. 

STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol-  • 

lowing  resolution: 

Retolvedt  TliatUieCoiDinittfla  of  Ways  and  BfeoiMi  b«  in- 
structed to  inquire,  and  report  Co  this  Houee,  wtiat  will  b«  tlit 
probable  receipta  into  tlie  treaaury,  darlog  (be  residue  of  Che 
current  year,  from  all  eourcer,  and  alio  what  will  be  tha 
amount  of  chargea  upon  the  treaanry  daring  tha  aama  period; 
and  whether  there  will  not  be  a  deficiency  to  meet  the  cnrreifc 
expenees.  and,  if  eo.  its  probable  amount,  and  what  measuiea 
ought  to  iM  adopted  to  supply  the  neceasary  means. 


Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  thereupon  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  in  order  to  get  it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  would  withdraw  bis  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules.  Thej  were  ordered, 
and  resulted— yeas  88,  nays  76,  as  follows: 

YEAB— Messrs.  Adams.  Arnold,  Arrington,  Bidlack,  Bladr, 
Bow  DC,  Boyd,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  Burnell,  WilUam  O. 
Butler,  Oreea  W.  Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Gary,  Casey,  Cllffind, 
Clinton,  CrooB,  Cushinft  Richard  D.  Dayia,  Dawson,  Dean, 
Dosn,  Eastman,  John  G.  Edwards,  Egbert,  John  O.  Floyd, 
Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornanee,  <3erry,  Gwto,  Hatris,  Hays, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Hoosum,  Habard,  Hunter,  Chanea 
J.  IngersoU,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  William  Coat  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Littlefiek),  Lowell, 
Abraham  McCiellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  ^Mallory,  Marchand, 
Alfred  Manhall,  Mathews,  Medlll,  Mitchell,  Morris  Newhard, 
Oliver,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Beajamin  Ran- 
dall, Read,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,  ISanford, 
Saunders,  Sewell,  Bhiekis,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod, 
Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson,  Turney,  Van  Bnrai,  Wattarsc», 
Weller,  Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  Williams^  Winthrop,  Wise,  and 
Wood— 88. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Landafi*  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J.  An- 
drews, Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barton,  Blair,  Boardman, 
Botts,  Brlgge,  Brockway,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremish  Brown, 
Thomss  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Chittenden,  Suley  N.  Clarke, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Garrett  Davta,  John  Edwards, 
Fillmore,  Gates,  Gentry,  Gidiiinga  Graham,  G/snger,  Orean, 
Halsted,  Henry,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingeisoll,  Jamea 
Inrin,  James.  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lan&  McKennan,  Samson 
Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks.  Mastwetl,  Maynaid,  Meriwether, 
Moore,  Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Ramsey,  Rayner, 
Reocher,  Ridgway,  Rodney,  William  RusselL  James  M.  Rua* 
sell,  Saltonstall,  Truman  Smith,  Stanly,  Stokety,  Stratton, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  TaUaferro^ 
Tillinghast,  Roland,  Trumbull,  Waixen,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  WhUe,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  B. 
Wiiriams,  YorkSi  Aagustns  Young,  and  John  Yoong— 76. 

So  (two-thirds  not  Toting  in  the  affirm'atl?e)  the 
roles  were  not  suspended* 
Mr.  J.  YOUNQ  reported  a  bill  for  the  reli^'^   ~ 
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Jot  u  MeG  oais;  which  was  retd  twiee,  and  refer- 
nd  10  the  Co  jimittee  of  the  Whole  Hoaae. 

REPORT  ON  GEN.  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  PEARCE  asked  leave  to  make  a  report, 
from  tke  Cooimittee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  snb- 
Jeci  of  refunding  the  fine  imposed  on  Major  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jacksen.  He  said  he  was  instructed 
to  move  the  printing  qf  fi?e  thonsand  extra  copies. 

Mr.  RAYNBR  said  that,  inasmneh  as  this  was 
<me  of  the  leading  measures  of  the  senion,  he 
should  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Objection  having  been  made,  kt  the  suggestion 
of  the  Speaker  the  presentation  of  the  report  was 
deferred  until  the  Judiciary  Committee  should  be 
called  in  its  turn. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  THE  WEST. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  Senate  bill  No.  33,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  authorize  the  LMisIalures  of  Illinois,  Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana,  and  Tennessee  to  sfeU  the  lands 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  use  of  schools  in 
said  States." 

Mr.  C.  asked  that  the  bill  might  be  now  passed, 
as  it  was  important  to  three  or  four  Slates,  and  had 
several  times  passed  the  Senate. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  C.  moved  the 
previous  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  HOWARD  objected  to  the  bill,  and  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STUART  of  Illinois  wished  to  speak,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  state  of  the  question  before 
the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  lay  on  the  table— ayes  48,  noes  136. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  it  was  seconded  by  the  House, 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  main  question  being  on  (he  third  reading  of 
the  biU, 

Mr.  HOWARD  of   Michigan  addressed  the 
'  House  at  some  length  in  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  STEWART  of  Illinois  replied. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  it  was  seconded.  The  main  question  was 
then  ordered  to  be  put.  On  the  passage  of  the  bill 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  but  not  ordered. 
Tellers  were  then  called  for,  and  ordered;  and 
Messrs.  Sktdbb  and  GaAHsna  were  appointed,  and 
they  reported  70  in  the  affirmative,  and  61  in  the 
negative;  so  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported,  with  some  amendments,  Senate 
bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  disposing  of 
the  lead  mineral  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois  and 
Arkansas,  and  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa, 
and  for  other  purposes.  It  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  (he  amendments 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRONSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorise  the  investiga- 
tion of  alleged  flrauds  under  the  pre-emption  laws, 
and  for  other  purposes;  whkh  was  read  twice,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
moved  that  the  report  which  was  this  morning 
laid  on  the  Clerk's  desk,  respecting  the  refunding 
of  (General  Jackson's  fine,  together  with  the  minor- 
ity report  of  the  committee  made  at  the  last  session, 
be  printed,  and  that  there  be  printed  5,000  extra 
copies. 

Objection  was  made,  and  the  usual  number  only 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
reported  Senate  bill  to  authorise  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  Joseph  Nourse,  with  an  aidverse  re- 
port thereon.  The  bill,  together  with  the  report, 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ef 
Elizabeth  Burreas;  which  was  read  twiee,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
.Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John  Peters,  de- 
feasad;  which  waa  read  twice,  and  committed. 


THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SAMSON  MASON  asked  the  House  to 
take  up  and  dispose  of  the  army  appropriation 
bill,  on  which  the  previous  question  was  yesterday 
ordered.  He  made  this  request  for  the  chairman 
of  the  Coninnittee  of  Ways  and  Meant,  who  was 
indisposed  this  morning;  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  alk)w  the  bill  to  be  disposed  of,  for  there 
were  only  about  twenty-one  days  remaining  of  the 
session,  after  deducting  those  days  assigned  to 
special  orders.  It  wu,  therefore,  very  desirable . 
that  the  House  should  now  consent  to  act. 

The  bill  was  taken  op  by  general  consent. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  making  an 
appropriation  for  extending  and  rendering  more 
complete  the  meteorological  survey,^  was  not  con- 
curred in. 

The  amendment  reqniring  individuals  to  be 
hereafter  appointed  as  cadets,  to  be  actual  residents 
of  the  congressional  district  of  the  State  or  Terri- 
tory from  which  the  appointment  purports  to  be 
made,  was  cencurred  in. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  concurrence  with  the  amend- 
ment, which  provides  that  hereafter  there  shall 
not  be  a  board  of  visiters  at  the  West  Point 
Academy,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress; 
and  being  ordered,  they  resulted — ^yeas  109,  nays 
5L 

So  the  amendment  of  the  committee  was  agreed 
to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  provided 
that  the  n  amber  of  cadets  should  be  limited  to  the 
number  of  members  and  delegates  in  Congress. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in;  also  the 
amendment  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  the 
board  of  visiters. 

The  amendments  having  been  passed  over,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment;  and,  having 
been  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  order- 
ed to  be  now  put. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  here  made  a  re- 
port; and,  after  the  several  bills  had  been  signed  by 
the  Speaker, 

-  Mr.  BARNARD  inquired  whether  there  was  not 
a  motion  to  rescind  the  special  order  appointed  for 
to-day. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  he  had  made  such  a 
motion;  bnt  he  did  not  purpose  calling  it  up,  unless 
more  important  business  should  come  before  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  in  order  to 
call  up  the  motion  to-morrow,  or  at  any  time  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  special  order. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  A.  C.  DODGE  called  up  the  special  order 
of  the  day — the  consideration  of  business  apper- 
taining to  the  several  Territories. 

Mr.  D.  said  that,  before  he  made  a  motion  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  ¥rhole,  he  de< 
sired  to  obtain  a  decision  upon  a  motion  made 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  He  refened 
to  the  motion  then  made  to  reconsider  tiie  vote 
by  which  the  House  rejected  the  bill  to  pay  the 
militia  of  Iowa  for  services  rendered  in  1839, 
when  called  out  during  the  unpleasant  controversy 
with  Missouri.  The  bill  was  rejected  by  fa 
few  votes,  and  he  believed  its  merits  were  not 
properly  understood.  If  members  would  give  him 
their  attention,  he  would  endeavor  to  establish  the 
justice  of  the  claim.  He  inqaired  whether  it  was 
in  order  to  debate  the  motion  to  reconsider  at  this 
time. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  that  it  was. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  asked  if  it  was  strictly  in 
order  to  revive  a  motion  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  remained  on  the  * 
calendar  as  part  of  the  unfinished  business  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  DODGE  resumed.    He  read  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  House  at  the  first  session  of  the  twen- 
ty-sixth Congress,  to  show  that  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint   I 
]  na  officer  to  muster  the  auUtia  of  Iowa  preparatory  J 


to  their  payment.  In  accordance  with  this  resolu 
tion,  an  officer  was  appointed, .who  mustered  ths 
militia,  and  made  a  report  to  die  Secntarro^ 
War.  That  report  was  transmitted  by  8e^ 
retarjr  Poinsett  to  the  Hon.  R.  m.  T.  HiantL 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  by  him  laid  beforeit 
In  that  letter,  the  Secretary  suggested  eertiis  cor- 
rections of  the  muster-roll,  which  were  made  b? 
the  proper  officer,  and  also  recommended  thtt  the 
troops  would  be  paid. 

[Here  Mr.  D.  read  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Foin.' 
sett  referred  to.]  The  objection  raised  last  lesaoa 
to  the  payment  of  the  troops,  was,  that  the  K^ 
vice  in  which  they  were  engaged  was  uncalled  for 
and  unnecessary.  Now,  he  (Mr.  D.)  stood  spoii 
that  floor  as  the  representative  of  those  peeple  who 
were  called  out  by  officers  sent  to  lova  bj  the 
United  States  (Government;  and  he  felt  it  to  be  a 
high  and  responsible  doty  which  he  owed  them,  to 
see  that  justice  was  done.  He  then  proceeded  to 
show  that  the  men  were  called  out  by  offioenof  the 
United  States— the  Governor  and  marsbal  of  ihe 
Territory— and  read  passages  from  their  aereial 
communications.  The  Gbvemor  of  Iowa  received 
notice  thai  the  authorities  of  Missouri  were  col- 
lecting taxes  from  the  citizens  of  timt  Tenitoij; 
and  he  immediately  issued  his  prodamation,  wtm* 
ing  them  not  to  execute  their  process.  In  the  Got* 
emor'S  proclamation,  the  act  of  Congreee  oa  die 
subject  was  referred  to,  as  making  it  obligatory  up- 
on htm  to  do  what  he  did.  [Here  Mr.  D.  rod 
from  the  law.]  TheGk>vfmor  was  the  officer  of 
the  United  States,  sent  to  afford  protection  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  over  which  he  pr^ 
sided.  So  also  was  the  noArshal,  who  made  the 
call  upon  the  (Governor,  and  who  was  foUy  bis- 
tained  by  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  Stitei, 
his  legal  adviser.  He  then  read  the  letter  of  the 
United  States  marshal,  and  commented  upon  ii 

Mr.  D.  then  read  certain  letterrfrom  the  Uitited 
States  marshal,  and  the  opinion  of  Ghiriei 
Western,  esq.,  the  United  States  attorney,  together 
with  a  leuer  from  Stephen  Whitcher,  esq.,  toahov 
the  necessity  that  existed  for  calling  the  Iowa  mill* 
tia  into  service.  Mr.  D.  also  read,  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Missouri  extending  the  aarthem 
boundary  of  that  State,  which  he  aaid  pncipitatid 
and  brought  on  all  these  difficulties.  Al!ternad* 
ing  these  dociunents,  Mr.  D.  said  that  the  poiat 
he  wished  to  make,  was,  that  the  Tenitorial  Qo?- 
ernmentof  Iowa  had  exercised  jeriMlietioD  ofer 
the  territory  in  diepote,  ever  since  it  was  aeqaind 
from  the  Indians  in  1833;  and  that  the  Legielatue 
of  Missouri  invaded  it  with  an  armed  fonDe,for 
the  purpose  of  wresting  it  from  the  United  Statei 
and  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  Igvyiog  tszis 
on  it;  that  it  comprised  within  it  a  population  of 
six  thousand  persons,  whose  seniments  were 
so  iiverse  io  the  attempted  usurpations  of  Bflii- 
souri,  that  they  resisted  it  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power;  being  backed  in  such  resiitiikce 
by  those  whom  they  were  bound  to  respect 
—viz.  the  governor:  appointed  over  them  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
marshal,  and  the  district  attorney  of  the  Territofy, 
also  United  States  officers.  He  would  add,  that  it 
was  a  most  unwelcome  service  te  the  people  of 
Iowa;  for,  apart  from  their  disinclination  to  oppose 
their  own  countrymen  in  arms,  they  were  called 
out  at  a  most  increment  season  of  the  yiar,  when 
the  ground  was  covered  with  anew.  Conld  Con- 
gress, then,  refose  to  compensate  for  services  tea* 
dered  under  such  circumstances?  They  were  sot 
men  capable  of  solving  nice  constitutional  qae^ 
tions,  but  were  the  men  whose  enterprise  had 
opened  to  settlement  and  cultivation  a  rich  sad 
fertile  Territory,  and  who  were  in  time  to  eiteod 
our  borders  by  the  settlement  of  Oregon.  -Saeh 
men  were  not  nice  casuists,  and  were,  therefore, 
sufficiently  justified  in  obeying  the  orders  of  their 
lawfnl  superiors.  He  could  tell  the  House,  that 
such  was  the  aversion  to  this  service,  that  many  of 
the  officers — men  of  character  smd  respectability— 
for  refusing  to  obey  the  order  calling  them  into  ser- 
vice, were  tried  by  a  court-martial,  under  the  mi* 
litia  laws  of  the  Tenitory,  and  cashiered,  IVre 
was  another  fact  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  Every  one  of  the  gsDerals, 
according  to  the  construction  of  the  War  Depin« 
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ment,  had  been  stricken  oat  of  the  aecoant;  and 
thoQgh  there  were  eight  of  them  in  the  field,  not  an 
officer  above  the  rank  of  colonel  wonid  be  paid.  He 
himaelf  was  ready  and  willing  to  acquiesce  in  this 
decision,  thovgh  it  aiTected  him,  as  one  of  the  gen- 
erals stricken  out;  for  his  anxiety  to  get  the  men 
paid  the  poor  pittance  they  claimed  for  their  hard 
service,  and  tp  get  the  farmers  paid  for  the  com, 
beef,,  and  pork  they  famished  for  the  soste- 
nance  of  the  men  and  their  horses,  super- 
seded any  feeling  for  himself,  and  those  of  the 
same  rank  with  him.  To  add  to  the  hardships 
of  Ae  case  of  these  daimints,  he  wonld 
add,  that  at  the  time  these  sopplies  were  famished, 
the  homes  of  a  nnmber  of  the  settlers  wen  pro- 
claimed for  sale  by  the  President,  and  that  they 
sold  their  produce  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  pay  for  them;  believing,  as  they  were  assured 
by  those  they  had  confidence  in,  that  their  accounts 
would  be  settled  and  allowed  at  the  War  Depart- 
ment Now,  in  consequence  tff  dielr  not  getting 
pai^,  as  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  many  of  them 
were  forced  to  borrow  money,  at  a  heavy  interest, 
to  pay  for  the  homes  they  had  settled  and  brought 
into  cultivation.  As  he  before  stated,  the  service 
was  a  most  unwelcome  and  most  unpleasant  one; 
and  he  desired  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Undkrwoos,]  who  made  a 
remark  last  year  that  he  believed  had  caused 
U19  defeat  of  this  bill.  Tbe^ gentleman,  on  call- 
ing for  the  yeas  and  nays,  said  that  he  wished 
to  see  who  would  vote  for  a  bill  to  pay  these 
people  for  fightlDg  their  own  countrymen.  Now, 
lie  would  remark  to  the  gentleman,  that  the  peo- 

Sle  he  spoke  of  in  this  way.  were  by  no  means 
eeerving  of  his  censure.  They  engaged  very  re- 
ktctantly  in  this  service,  at  the  command  of  those 
placed  by  this  Government  in  authority  over  them; 
and  one  of  these  men  had  faithfolly  served  his 
country  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
was  presented  saw  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Dodiey^  defeat. 
They  were  not  nice  judges  of  coastifutional  law; 
but  the  hardv  and  enterprising  settlers,  who  had 
aettled  and  brought  into  cultivation  a  rich  and 
growing  territory,  and  who  wonld  extend  the  bound- 
aries of  the  United  States,  by  settling  and  defend* 
ing  its  territory,  eveh  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  He 
bqied  the  motion  foir  reconsideration  would  pre- 
TaiL 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
reconsideration,  and  resulted  in  ayes  53,  noes  43. 

No  quoram  voting,  tellers  were  oidered  and 
appointed,  [Messra.  Baioos  and  G.  Browm;]  and 
the  question  being  again  taken,  they  reported  ayes 
74,  noes  36. 

There  still  being  no  quorum,  Mr.  CAVE  JOHN- 
SON moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  reconsideration 
on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  as 
die  best  means  of  getting  a  full  vote. 

Bir.  MEDIIX  moved  a  call  of  the  House:  re- 
jected—ayes  44,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  CULYK  JOHNSON  again  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  reconsideration, 
and  they  were  ordeied;  and  resulted— yeas  90, 
nays  45. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  . 

Mr.  MORGAN  and  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  order- 
ed; and  resulted — ^yeas  89,  nays  48. 

80  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

WcimasoAV,  February  1,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pre  tm.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communicatioh  from  the  Patent  OiBce,  cov- 
ering the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents;  which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTING* 
TON,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  twenty-three  citittns  of  Penosybania,  asking 
Congress  to  ^eate  a  stock  of  |300,000,000,  based 
on  the  public  domain,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
States  and  Territories  in'  the  proportion  of  their 
representative  ratio;  which  was  referrsd  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

}ix*  MiTT.gR  piesentod  the  prooeedinfs  of  a  J 


'  meeting  of  the  citiiens  of  the  District  of  Columbia^ 
residing  on  the  eastern  side  of  a  branch  of  the  Po« 
tomac, .  asking  Congress  to  purdiase  one  or  more 
of  the  bridges  across  the  Eastern  branch,  and  to 
make  them  f^ee:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citiaensof  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  amendment  or  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  Alleghany 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  plan  for  a  board  of  exchequer,  as  recommended 
by  the  Executive:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jamison  and  Williamson;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Oflke  and  Post  Roads. 

PORT  OF  ENTRY  AT  GALENA. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  introduced  a  bill  to  establish 
a  port  of  entry  at  Galena,  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois. 
He  said  he  should  move  its  reference  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Commerce;  and,  in  doing  so,  would 
send  with  it  a  memorial  from  the  city  council  of 
Galena,  asking  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be  estab- 
lished there.  He  said,  if  the  committee  would 
read  the  memorial,  he  thought  they  would  find 
abundant  reasons  for  acceding  to  the  request  of  the 
memorialists. 

He  would  say  to  the  Senate  that  Galena,  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  the  city  council,  contained 
a  population  of  3,000,  and  that  some  estimate 
could  be  formed  of  its  commerce  from  the  details 
whidb  the  memorial  furnished.  In  1943,  the  num* 
her  of  up-river  steamboat  arrivals  at  the  place  was 
195,  and  the  number  of  keel-boats  towed  by  steam- 
ers was  160.  The  number  of  pigs  of  lead  shipped 
at  the  port  was  340,000,  besidn  a  considerable 
amount  of  lead  in  small  bars.  It  also  appears 
that  the  exportation  of  lead  has  increased  from 
11,000,000  lbs.  in  1835,  to  30,000,000  lb8.in  1841; 
this  last  amount,  at  three  cents  per  pound,  would 
be  nearly  a  million  of  dollars.  It  is  also  shown 
that  the  importations  to  the  city  of  Galena,  in  1841, 
of  merchandise,  amounted  to  about  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  memorial  presents  some  interesting  statis- 
tics connected  with  the  lead  trade  in  the  whole  of 
the  country  upon  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

Mr.  McR.  said  there  were  abundantjreasons 
shown  in  Uie  memorial  why  Galena  should  be 
made  a  port  of  entry,  and  he  hoped  the  committfc 
would  recommend  it  accordingly. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  was,  with  the  me- 
morial, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  discharged  from  the  farther  considep- 
ation  of  the  petitions  of  H.  F.  Pierment  and  John 
Golder. 

Bftr.  MERRICK,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution,  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  with  for> 
eign  countries,  by  treaty,  of  the  rates  of  duties  on 
imports  and  exports,  on  principles  of  just  recipro- 
city; which  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  he  would  not  then  ask  for 
its  second  reading,  with  a  view  to  its  reference. 
The  subject  of  the  bill  was  a  very  comprehensive 
one.  He  merely  wished  it  to  be  printed;  and  if, 
after  an  examination  of  its  provisions,  Senators 
should  think  any  feference  of  it  to  a  committee 
necessary,  he  would  move  to  refer  it  to  a  select 
committee. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Oflke  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with  an 
amendment.  House  bill  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Peters,  Moore,  and  Company.*^ 

Several  adverse  reports  of  stan^g  committees, 
on  private  claims,  were  taken  up  and  concurred 
in  by  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration,  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  of  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  employment  of  private  expresses  upon  mail 
routes,  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  Post  Qfllce  Department 

BIr*  HENPBRSON  said  he  would  be  pofeeUy 


satisfied  with  the  bill,  if  it  was  amended  in  two 
particulars— that  was,  by  inserting  in  its  second 
and  fifth  sections  the  words  <<and  actually  in  pos- 
session of  such  mailable  matter;^'  so  as  to  make 
the  penalty  attach  to  the  owners  of  staje-coaches, 
railroad  cars,  and  steamboats,  who  may  carry  as 
passenger  any  person  employed  as  a  private  ex- 
press, only  in  cases  where  such  agents  may  be  ac« 
tually  in  possession  of  mailable  matter  for  trans- 
portation. 

Mr^  MERRICK  said  he  had  no  sort  of  objection 
to  the  amendment,  because  it  was  exactly  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  idea  of  the  committee  in  agree- 
.  ing  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill^its  object  being  to 
prevent  frauds  on  the  revenues  of  the  department^ , 
without  placing  unnecessary  restrictions  on  the . 
rights  of  the  owners  of  railroads,  steamboats,  and 
stages. 

These  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PORTER  remarked  that  the  provisions  oj 
this  bill  proposed  to  establish  restrictions  moch . 
broader  than  by  the  Poet  Office  law  of  18S5.  By 
reference  to  that  law,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  in- 
terdict only  extended  to  letters;  and  left  it  optional 
to  those  who  nught  wish  to  transmit  newspapers 
and  pamphlets,  either  to  send  them  by  the  regolar 
mails,  or  by  other  oonveyance.  Bot  this  bill  places 
the  interdict  on  all  mailable  matter — ^newspapers, 
pamphlets,  and  even  the  public  documents,  which 
he  believed  were  mailable  mattqr.  According  to 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  would  be  penal  for 
any  person  to  transport  any  of  the  public  doca- 
ments,  except  through  the  regular  mail.  He  ob- 
jected to  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  made  it . 
penal  to  transmit  newspapers  and  pamphlets  out 
of  the  mail,  because  it  was  a  great  convenience  to 
the  public  to  receive  newspapers  out  of  the  mail, 
and  in  advance  of  it — which  was  the  case'now,  to 
a  very  great  ^extent;  and  yet  it  was  no  disad- 
vantage, or  a  very  small  one,  to  the  Poet  jDffice 
Department  to  be  deprived  of  the  carriage  ofmem. 
Newspapers  were  sometimes  actually  conveyed 
from  lix  to  twelve  hours  sooner,  by  way  of  the 
Sound  and  Housatonic  railroad,  to  Albany,  than 
byHhe  regular  mail  route  between  New  York  city 
and  Albany.  Now,  anything  which  facilitated  the  • 
transportation  between  those  cities  was  of  great 
interest  to  his  constituents.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, consent  to  that  provision  of  the  bill  « hich 
makes  it  penal  to  convey  newspapers  and  docu- 
ments out  of  the  mail.  He  proposed  to  send  home 
some  documents  of  a  public  nature,  which,  if  he 
should  happen  to  place  on  boacd  ef  a  steamboat 
for  that  purpose,  woald  subject  himself  to  the 
penalties  of  the  bUl,  for  transporting  mailable  mat- ' 
ter  out  of  the  mail.  He  would,  therefore,  to  obviate 
his  abjection  to  the  bill,  move  to  strike  from  the 
second  section  the  words  **or  other  mailable  matter 
whatsoever.'^ 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  his  honorable  friend  from 
Michigan  was  entirely  mistaken  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  **nailable  matter."  He  veniored 
to  say  that  there  was  apt  a  lawyer  within  the  wal  s 
of  the  Senate,  or  elsewhere,  if  he  were  called  upon 
to  construe  those  words,  who  would  not  do  so  with 
reference  to  the  existing  laws,  which  defined  what 
was  mailable  matter.  Newspapers  and  pamphlets 
were  not  made  mailable  matter  by  this  bill,  bai  by . 
previous  law.  The  term  ''mailable  metier*'  was 
used,  because  it  was  comprehensive,  and  in- 
cluded all  matter  other  than  letters,  which  by 
existing  law  was  mailable.  If  these  words  were 
stricken  out,  the  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  destroyed. 
Mr.  If.  further  argued  that,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  (Government  to  carry  newspa- 
pers and  pamphlets  in  the  mail,  it  should  be  se- 
cured in  a  monopoly  of  such  carriage,  as  the  ex- 
pense has  to  be  incurred  by  making  provision  for 
their  transportation.  It  was  necessary  to  have  such 
a  monopoly,  to  enable  the  department  to  transport 
the  mail,  unless  it  was  desirable  that  that  depart- 
ment should  fall  a  bu^en  on  the  common  treas- 
ury. 

Messn.  WOODBRIDGB,  PORTER,  GHO  ATE, 
HTJNTINaTON,  and  WOODBURY,  pointed  out 
objections  to  the  bUl,  which  they  expressed  a  wish 
that  the  4diairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee 
[Mr.  IfaaaiOK]  would  consent  to  remove,  by  modi- 
ications  of  its  profinoBB. 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Mr.  MBRRICK  replied  to  these  several  o^eo- 
tions,  and  the  bill  was  passed  over  informallj  till 
to-morrow,  the  morniog  hoar  having  expired. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  anfiDifllied  debate'on  the  question  of  pass- 
ing the  hill  for  the  oeenpation  and  settlement  ot  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  came  up  u  the  special  order. 

Mr.  RIVES,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed 
the  Senate  for  aboat  an  hour  and  a  half  in  support 
of  the  general  objects  of  the  bill,  but  in  oppositioii  to 
the  retention  of  the  provision  for  a  grant  of  lands. 

He  recognised  and  adopted  to  the  fullest  extent 
the  reasons  so  ably^and  eloquently  enforced  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Limn,]  in  relation  to 
the  national  importance  of  the  territory.  He  also 
concurred  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  our  inter- 
ests and  our  rights  must  suffer  irretrievably  by  any 
farther  delay  on  the  part  of  our  Qovemmeni  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  lor  the  occupation  of  Uie  terri- 
tory by  our  ciiiiens.  Wltb  the  exception  of  the 
aiere  formality  of  taking  possession  of  Fort  George, 
(Astoria,)  after  the  war,  in  1818,  our  Government' 
never  had  done  anything  to  obtain  the  occupation 
we  claim  as  our  right,  or  even  the  joint  occupation 
in  pursoance  of  the  treaty.  For  nearly  thirty 
years— since  the  breaking  up  of  Mr.  Astor's  estab- 
lishment in  1813 — ^we  had  been  out  of  possession, 
and'  the  British  Hodson  Bay  Company  had  been 
allowed  the  exclusive  occupation  for  all  practical 
pnrpoeee.  However  limited  the  views  and  objects 
of  that  company  were  for  the  first  ten  or  fifteen 
years  of  this  interval,  it  was  in  vain  now  to  escape 
the  convictldn  that  these  views  and  objects  have 
been  enlarged  and  extended  so  as  to  embrace  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  the  permanent  settlement  of 
selected  portions  of  the  territory.  Pending  the  dif- 
ficulties which  had  so  long  existed  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
northeastern  boundary  and  other  irritating  subjects, 
the  postponement  of  this  question  of  the  occupation 
and  ^ilement  of  the  Oregon  Territory  was,  per- 
haps, the  best  thing  that'coold  be  done,  under  the 
circumstances.  Now  that  these  leading  difficulties 
have  been  so  happily  adjusted  by  the  late  treaty,  it 
seemed  to  be  the  proper  time  for  taking  some  steps 
on  the  part  of  our  Government  to  preserve  our 

Mr.  R.  reviewed  the  whole  history  of  our  title, 
and  showed  that  it  took  its  origin  in  the  original 
charters  granting  to  our  ancestors  the  territory  from 
sea  to  sea—- from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  He 
recapitulated  the  history  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  all  the  arguments  of  title  founded  on  discov- 
ery; and  flrom  all  these,  he  proved  that  we  stood  on 
quite  a  different  foondation  from  that  on  which 
Great  Britain  would  stand.  We  claimed  the  sove- 
reignty as 'ours  by  right  of  discovery.  But  if  we 
neglected  the  condition  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
whiah  requires  that  we  should  follow  up  the  dis- 
covery by  occupation.  Great  Britain  might  contend 
that  our  neglect  was  a  waiver  of  our  right*.  The 
terms  of  the  existing  treaty  had,  however,  saved 
our  claim  on  the  ground  of  discovery;  but  we  could 
no  longer,  with  safety,  refrain  from  some  efficient 
act  of  joint  occupation,  consistent  with  our  obliga- 
tions and  good  faith  under  the  treaty.  He  consid- 
ered the  provisions  of  this  bill,  with  the  exception 
of  that  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  were  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  con- 
vention, and  such  as  would  be  perfectly  unexcep* 
tionable.  He  therefore  would  Tote  for  the  recom- 
mittal of  the  bill;  and  if  the  provision  for  grants 
of  land  should  be  stiieken  out,  he  would  give 
hearty  support  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  hoped  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Aacna]  would  modify  his  motion,  which 
he  understood  now  was  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Oommitlee  on  Foreign  Relations,  so  as  to  make 
it  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  ARCHER  explained  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  select  committee  which  reported  the  bill 
having  been  discharged,  he  did  not  know  what 
other  committee  than  one  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees the  bill  could  be  referred  to.  There  was  no 
eommittee  of  the  whole. 

Several  Senators  explained  that  in  the  Senate 
there  was  not,  atricUy  speaking,  a  committee  of 
the  whole. 


Mr.  SEVIER  said,  if  so,  he  would  prefer  bav- 
ing  ihe  question  taken  on  the  passage  t)f  the  bill  in 
its  present  form.  Oo  the  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  he 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Considerable  difficulty  seemed  to  arise  as  to  the 
recommittal  of  the  bill;  most  of  the  Senators  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  discussion  merely  requiring 
that  the  land  provision  should  be  stricken  out,  so 
as  to  have  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
Bat  (he  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  not  being  with- 
drawn, the  motion  to  recommit  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  had  precedence. 

Mr.  ARCHER  having  asked  for  a  suggestion  to 
get  out  of  the  difficulty;  and, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  having  thrown  out  one,  to  the 
effect  that  the  recommital  might  be  to  a  seleet 
committee,  admitting  of  the  appointment  of  the 
same  gentlemen  who  were  on  the  committee  that 
reported  the  bill,  the  motion  to  recommit  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  was  iR(ithdrawn. 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  a  seleet  committee. 

Mr.  BENTON,  on  the  question  of  recommittal 
being  put,  obtained  the  floor;  but  the  hour  being 
late,  the  subject  was  passed  over  informally. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN, 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  session;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wkdnbs»at,  February  1, 1843. 

Mr.  CHARLES  J.  INGERSOLL  presented  a 
petition  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  the 
passage  of  such  a  law  as  will  restore  Amos  Kendall 
to  bis  personal  liberty,  of  which  he  has  been  de- 
j>rived  in  conseqnence  of  a  judgment  obtained 
against  bim  for  certain  of  his  official  acts  while 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  RIDGWAY  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  35  citizens  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  petitioning  Con- 
gress to  repeal  the  law  by  which  the  summer  term 
of  the  eircoit  and  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  were  removed  from  Columbus  to  Cincinnati: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  * 

Also,  a  memorial,  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
bar  and  other  citizens  of  Marion,  Marion  county, 
Ohio,  (in  all  €7,)  of  the  same  character,  and  the 
same  reference  made. 

Mr.  LITTLEFIELD  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  ol  Maine,  instructing 
the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Representatives  of 
that  State  to  use  iheir  infloence  to  procure  the  pass- 
age of  a  bill  unconditionally  refunding  to  General 
Jackson  the  fine,  with  interest  and  cost,  imposed 
on  bim  by  Judge  Hall. 

[These  resolations  passed  the  Senate  of  Maine 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  by  t  vote  of  two  to  one 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford,  successor  to  the 
late  Mr.  Hibebshim  of  Georgia,  was  this  morning 
sworn,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  and  it  was  adcpted: 

Retolvedi  Thai  itieBecretaryoftlie  Ttauurj  report  to  this 
House  the  Dumt)er,cliiweB,  and  compeoaatiop  of  every  descrip- 
tion of  the  officers,  and  all  other  persons  connected  with  the 
collection  of  the  rerenues,  in  the  eDipIoyment  of  the  doited 
Srates,  at  the  following  ports,  via:  Portland,  Boston,  Balem, 
Newburyport,  New  London,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk, 
Charleston,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans,  on  the  Ut  day  of  Janu« 
ary,  18(3,  and  on  the  let  day  of  Jannary,  1829,  respectively; 
and  that  he  also  report  the  gross  amount  of  revenue  collected 
at  each  of  thoae  ports  for  the  two  yean  preceding  those  dates. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion; and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Re»olved^  That  the  Postmaster  Oenera]  Im  directed  to  report 
to  this  House  how  be  has  expended  the  appropriation  made 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  the  grounds 
adjacent  to  the  General  Post  Office  building;  what  use  has  been 
made  of  the  property  purchased;  and  whether,  in  his  opinion,  it 
is  necessary  and  ezpedieni  for  the  Ctovemmeut  to  purchase  the 
remainder  of  the  grounds  on  the  square. 

THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  rose  to  a  privileged 
question;  and,  having  obtained  the  floor,  moyed  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  f  esterday,  by 
which  ihe  army  appropriation  bill  was  passed. 
His  object  was  to  move  a  resolution,  if  the  House 
should  agree  to  leeonsider  the  vote»  to  reoommit 


the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaae,  with 
instructions  to  strike  from  it  every  iiem  whidi 
could  be  dispensed  with,  Wiihoat  detriment  to  the 
public  service.  For  the  three  several  days  that  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  ihjs 
bill,  ihe  entire  time  of  the  House  was  taken  up 
witkr  a  di&cussion  of  some  two  cr  three  minor 
points;  while  every  gentleman  knew,  he  presamed, 
that  this  bill  contained  a  large  amount  of  appnh 
priations— something  like  f5,e00,000.  Daring  that 
debate,  the  question  was  asked,  (but  never 'u- 
swered  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,)  what  amount  of  revenue  wu 
expected  for  the  coming  yearl  Ifheconldnov 
get  the  ear  of  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  he 
would  again  ask  what  amount  was  expected  to  be 
received  da  ring,  the  coming  year. 

Mr.  FILLMORK  said  he  was  too  hoarse  to  ad- 
dress the  House;  but,  if  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi  would  come  to  his  de^k,  he  woald  show 
him  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  expected 
from  a  document  ^icb  that  officer  had  furaisheJ 
to  the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman  made  some 
other  observations,  which  did  not  reach  the  report* 
er's  desk. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  From  the  esti- 
mates laid  before  them,  it  was  evident  the  Seotta- 
ry  had  greatly  eritd  in  his  estimate.  He  had  antici- 
pated 116,000,000  from  customs,  when  it  was 
evident  the  sum  could  not  exceed  $13,000|000,  and 
by  many  not  more  tbao  |10,000»000  wasexpectei 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  also  estimated 
that  19,700,000  would  accrue  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands;  but  in  his  (Mr.  THOMrsoa^) 
estimation,  that  was  also  a  mistake;  (or  he  did  not 
believe  that  more  than  a  million  and  a  halfof  dol* 
lars  could  be  realized  from  the  public  lands.  From 
the  papers  of  this  morning,  it  appeared  that  the 
officers  of  the  Qovernment  had  succeeded  in  bo^ 
rowing  j(5,000,000;  but  in  the  fiscal  year  1844,  if 
they  gave  no  power  to  the  Secretary  or  the  Pres- 
ident to- borrow  more,  they  would  have  a  deficit 
amounting  to  f  7,000,000  or  |8,000,000.  Now  he 
was  one  of  those  who,  in  his  private  relations, 
adopted  this  system—- 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPBR  rose,  and  asked  if  it  was 
in  order  to  discuts  the  subject  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  that 
the  gentleman  from^Mississippi  was  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  resumed.  If  they  had  no 
means  of  raising  money,  what  should  be  the  poliey 
of  this  Gk>vemmeni?  Tliey  had  attempted  to  bor- 
row; and  in  that  attempt  they  had  failed,  [dies 
of  *<No,  no,  no  t*'j  Abroad,  they  were  disgraoid 
and  dishonored.  They  had  succeeded,  it  was  tne, 
in  now  borrowing  a  sum  of  money;  but  who  did 
not  feel  that  they  were  disgraced  by  the  manner  ia 
which  it  had  been  done?  It  sorely  was  not  a  mat- 
ter of  felicitation;  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  bo 
further  attempts  to  borrow;  and  he  was  willing  so 
to  make  the  appropriations  as  to  avoid  that  nece^ 
sity.  And  he  wished  to  put  this  question  as  a  ieit 
vote,  whether  gentlemen  would  so  make  the  appro- 
priations as  to  avoid  the  additional  necessity  of  bo^ 
rowing  money. 

Mr.  DODQE  of  Iowa  asked  the  gentleman 
from  Mis&issi|}pi  to  let  the  question  of  reconsiden* 
tion  go  over  to  another  day,  that  this  day  and  to- 
morrow might  be  devoted  to  Territorial  bvmm, 
which  was  the  special  order  for  those  days.  Yis* 
lerday,  much  of  the  time  was  consumed  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  question  in  relation  to  land  in  Illinois 
and  the  army  bill;  and  he  trusted  that  ihe  remain* 
ing  time  set  apart  for  Territorial  budneas  woald  be 
given  to  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  was  quite  willing  to 
assent  to  such  an  arrangement. 

Mr.  SAMSON  MASON  hoj^  the  melioa  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  would  be  disposed 
of  this  morning,  for  it  was  very  desirable  that  the 
House  should  take  final  alStion  on  this  biU  as  soon 
as  possible,  that  it  might  go  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  but  a  very  few 
remarks  more  to  make.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  make  a  speech;  he  merely  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  if  they  pro- 
ceeded thua  to  make  appropriations,  they  shooM 
look  to  the  necessary  consequences  of  such  a 
course.    Last  year»  they  paand  a  bill  called  the 
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tariff  bill — which  was  expected,  he  believed,  by  the 
committee  who  reported  it,  to  yietd  a  re?eniie  of 
196,000,000;  bat  the  prospect  new  was,  that  it 
would  not  yield  more  thaa  |10,000,000.  And  aa 
be  saw  no  proposition  made  to  rednce  the  duties 
fixed  by  that  bill,  he  asked  whether  they  woald 
go  forward  and  n^ake  appropriations,  while  there 
was  no  money  to  meet  them.  The  conseqoence  of 
increasing  onr  tariff  of  duties  bad  been,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  destroy  oar  commerce;  and  if  appropri« 
atioos  were  limited  even  to  $30,000,000,  he  was  of 
opinien  that  it  would  be  more  than  the  revenue 
woald  meet.  They  would  necessarily,  then,  be 
driven  to  borrow  money;  and  he  asked,  should 
they  not  rather  strike  out  every  item  of  expeodi- 
tare  which  could  be  disjpensed  with,  rather  than 
borrow  money  under  existing  circumstances?  They 
had  attempted  to  borrow  money  to  meet  the  ordi-  4 
nary  expenses  of  the  Government  for  three  or  four 
years,  and  he  held  that  they  shoald  now  stop  that 
policj. 

Before  he  concluded,  he  would  make  a  remark 
respecting  the  Secretary  of  War.  That  fEentleman 
had  reduced  the  appropriations  this  year  $1,800,000, 
for  which  he  deserves  the  thanks  of  Congress.  This 
was  owing,  in  a  great  degree,  to  services  dispensed 
with  in  the  Florida  war;  and  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  satis- 
fied that  still  greater  savings  might  be  effected  if 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  state  to 
him  the  impossibility  of  meeting  such  appropria- 
tions. But  it  would  be  impossible  for  him,  or  any 
other  member  of  the  House,  without  a  consulta- 
tion with  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  point  ^ut  what 
items  can  be  most  appropriately  dispensed  with, 
and  what  items  of  appropriation  can  be  properly 
and  judiciously  diminished. 

Mr.  ORANQER  said  he  was  in  hopes  that  this  bill, 
whidi  was  yesterday  passed  apparently  so  unani- 
mously, would  have  been  permitted  to  go  to  the  Sen- 
ate undismrbed,  and  without  ihe  lecture  to  this  en- 
tire body  from  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 
Bat  that  "gentleman  had  not  only  read  a  lesson  to 
this  entire  body,  including  his  own  political  friends; 
bat  he  had  read  a  lesson  to  himself,  for  he  had  al- 
lowed this  bill  to  pass  yesterday,  without  calling 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might  record  his 
Tole  against  it;  and  yet  he  now  rose  and  took  the 
eoar»e  which  the  House  had  witnessed.  He  (Mr. 
00  coald  not  suppoeethai  the  gentleman  was  seek- 
ing to  create  political  capital;  he  was  certainly 
far  above  that.  But  did  he  not  seek  to  create  the 
impression  that  this  whole  body  had  been  trifling 
with  the  public  interests 

He  went  on  to  observe  that,  in  voting  for  that 
bin,  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  not  been  actuated  by  selfish  or 
local  prejudice*;  for  the  army  was  more  necessary 
10  the  finintier  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  than  for  that  district 
from  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  came.  And,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tariff  bUl,  he  said  he  was  a  high  protec- 
tive tariff  man,4ip  to  the  hub;  and  at  the  last  ses- 
sion he  recorded  his  vote  in  iavor  of  a  Tax  01  tea  and 
coffee,  which  would  have  yielded  |4,000,000.  Did 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  do  as  machi 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  bad  not  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  GRANOBR.  No;  the  gentleman  was  op- 
poeed  to  a  high  protective  tariff.  They  of  the 
North,  who  went  for  protection,  stood  up  in  their 

Slaoes  and  supported  a  tax  which  would  manifestly 
ave  produced  to  the  treasury  |^,000,000;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  rose  in  his  place 
and  talked  as  he  had  done  about  a  high  protective 
tariff.  Such  remarks  would  'come  better  firom  I 
some  other  quarter.  ■ 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  understood  the  friends 
of  the  tariff  to  say,  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  that, 
independently  of  the  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  it  would 
raleraomething  like  f90,000,000. 

Mr.  GRANGER  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  tariff,  on  its  present  basis,  if  undis- 
turb^i  woald  raise  that  amount;  and  though  he 
was  willing  to  give  the  additional  amount  that 
eoald  be  r^aed  by  the  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  he 
believed  the  expenditures  could  be  cut  down  to 
f^,000,000;  and  then  there  would  be  sufllcient  to 
eover  their  expenditures. 

The  gentleman,  it  appeared,  was  exceedingly 
alarmed  about  the  credit  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment.   But  he  would  tell  that  genUeman  that, 


whatever  their  necessities  might  be,  this  Govern- 
ment had  never  yet  denied  its  debts.  The  Gov- 
ernment had  raised — if  he  were  to  Judge  from  the 
papers  of  this  morning— or  rather  the  officers  of  the 
Gk>vemment  had  negotiated,  their  &  per  cent,  loan 
at  par.  That  was  not  doing  very  much  with  this 
tariff,  even  without  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee, 
and  with  the  honor  and  honest  faith  of  this  na- 
tion pledged  for  its  repayment.  But  if  it  should 
not  be  repaid,  why,  there  was  the  simplest  process 
in  the  world:  for  they  had  nothing  to  do,  if  it  were 
inconvenient  to  pay,  but  to  "repudiate.'*  The 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  would  see  the  immense 
advantage  of  repudiation;  for,  at  the  best,  nobedy 
but  the  purse-proud  aristocrat,  or  some  foreigner 
who  had  here  invested  his  millions,  would  be  the 
loser;  while  it  would  be,  though  certainly  a  novel, 
yet,  doubtless,  an  equitable  mode  of  distributing 
the  money  of  the  world  among  all  the  people  of 
the  world.    [Laughter.] 

The  majority  of  this  House  had  little  reason  to 
stand  by  the  Administration;  but  they  had  good 
reason  to  stand  by  the  honor  and  integrity  and  the 
plighted  faith  of  this  nation;  and  he  trusted  in  God 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people— confident 
in  the  resources,  and  the  ability,  and  the  character 
of  the  seventeen  millions  ef  this  American  nation— 
Would  go  forward,  and  make  such  appropriations 
as  diould  sustain  every  arm  of  the  national  de- 
fence; and  if  it  should  l>e  necessary  during  a  tem- 
porary depressioa,  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the 
country  to  sustain  even  this  Administration,  like 
American  patriots  he  trusted  they  would  do  it,  and 
not  be  rebuked  for  discharging  their  high  duty. 

Mr.  JAMBS  COOPER  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  agreed 
to. 

JUDGE  BBTTS  AND  CAPT.  MACKENZIE. 

Mj.  SNYDER  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

R9§oivd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judl«bay  iaqoire 
whether  8amuel  R.  Bette,  district  jadge  of  the  UnitedSutee  for 
the  eoathem  dletriet  of  New  Tork,  refueed  to  enterteio  e  com- 
pUint  of  murder  alleged  to  have  hem  committed  od  the  high 
■eae,  npoo  the  cxonnd  that  he  had  other  buelDeei  of  a  drtl  na* 
tare  to  occupj  ue  time;  and  to  report  to  the  Houae  the  proper 
proceedingi  to  be  lann  00  the  occaalon. 

Mr.  BARNARD  and  others  objected. 
Mr.  SNYDER  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  receive  the  resolution. 
The  motion  was  voted  down,  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMES  COOPER,  500  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  subject  of  die  Chickasaw  fund,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  asked  leave  to  present,  and 
have  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  .Union,  sundry  memorials,  signed 
by  3,107  eiuzens  of  Boston,  complaining  of  the 
present  state  of  trade  and  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  asking  that  the  exchequer,  with  some 
modifications,  may  be  adopted. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  FOR  TERRITORIAL  BU- 
SINESS. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  called  up  his  motion  toVe- 
eonsider  the  vote  by  which  three  days  were  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  business  relating  to 
the  several  Territories.  He  said  that  but  thirty 
d)iy8  of  the  session  remained,  whilst  there  was  a 
vast  amount  of  business  l>efore  the  House.  He 
thought  that  three  days  was  rather  more  than  the 
proportion  which  should  be  assigned  to  the  aifairs 
of  100,000  out  of  17,000,000  of  people.  He  referred 
to  the  discussion  which  took  place  yesterday,  when 
the  whole  day  was  consumed  on  the  reconsideration 
of  a  bill  rejected  at  the  last  session  by  a  solemn 
vote  of  the  House;  and  also  mentioned  the  fact 
that  Friday  was  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of 
a  bill  in  which  the  citizens  of  Florida  were  inter- 
ested, and  which  would  elicit  much  del>ate.  He 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  special  order  be  re- 
scinded. 

Mr.  POPE,  after  raising  a  question  of  order  on 
the  motion,  contending  that  it  wu  too  late,  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  th<  table. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTBBS. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  rescind  iog 
the  call  made  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav}i  for 
a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes^  report  and  survey 
of  Oregon. 

The  resolution  was  objected  to  in  various  pans 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  stated  that  the  committee 
were  informed  that  it  would  take  a  monfh  to  co^y 
Lieutenant  Wilke8*s  report,  and  thet^fore  they 
could  not  get  it  in  lime  to  answer  the  objects  for 
which  they  desired  it. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  STOKELY,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary A  Airs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  eerts^ 
companies  of  Michigan  militia:  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  WOOD,  flrom  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  autborixe  the  purchase  of 
the  land  adjoining  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New 
York:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Comitlhtee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATION  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  CUSHINO,  from  the  Committee  on  For> 
sign  Affairs,  reporM  the  following  resolution: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  , 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Ebenezer  Wheel- 
wright, and  others,  praying  indemnity  from  the 
United  States  for  flench  spoliations  prior  to  1800, 
report  the  following  resolution  for  the  concideraiion 
of  the  House: 

IU»9lvedt  TbataU  debate  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  itate  of  the  Union,  on  Bouie  bill  No.  67,  entitled 
*^A  bill  to  provide  for  the  Mtiefaction  of  clalow  doe  to  certain 
American  dtiaeoa,  for  epoliatinM  committed  on  their  commeroe 
prior  to  Slat  Jaly,  1801,"  aball  oeaae  on  Tncsday  next,  il  2 
o'doclc.  and  the  committee  ihall  proceed  to  vote  on  the  amend- 
menta  tnen  pending,  or  that  maj  oe  oflhied  10  eaid  Mil,  and  then 
report  the  bill  to  the  Hooae,  with  euch  amendments  ae  may 
hare  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  it  was  erident  that  m  bill 
of  any  importance  could  be  dedded,  without  the 
adoption  of  some,  such  resolution  as  this.  Itwah 
due  to  the  suffering  memorialists  -that  the  House 
should  come  to  a  decision  upon  this  bill.  He 
desired  to  hare  the  previous  question  on  this  reso- 
lution; 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  opposed  the  resolotion, 
on  the  ground  that  Tuesday  next  was  appointed  for 
the  consideration  of  another  subject. 

Mr.  GATE  JOHNSON  inquired  whether  it  was 
in  order  for  the  Gommittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to 
report  a  resolution  fixing  a  day  for  the  termination 
of  the  debate  on  a  bill  which  had  never  been  taken 
up  in  Gommittee  of  the  Wholel 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  three  speeches  bad  been 
made  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  PIGKENS  said  it  had  ncTcr  been  taken  up. 
The  Gommittee  of  the  Whole  had  several  times 
expressly  refused. 

The  SPEAKER,  after  referring  to  the  mfe  of 
the  House,  decided  the  resolution  10  be  in  ord*  r. 

Mr.  HbPKINS  moved  that  the  whole  subject 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  rose  to  address  the 
House,  but  was  called  to  order.  Several  gentle- 
men attempted  to  speak. 

The  point  of  order  was  discussed  by  Me^^rs. 
GUSHING,  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  PICKENS,  OIL- 
MER,  GAVE  JOHNSON,  and  the  SPEAKER; 
turning  chiefly  on  a  question  of  fact,  viz.  i^heiher 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  claimants  under  French 
spoliations  prior  to  1800,  had  ever  been  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion;  which  were  ordered* 

The  House  refiised  to  lay  on  the  table— yeas 
93,  nays  103,  as  follows: 


Bader,  Winiam  O.  Butler,  Greeo  W.  Caidvell,  Jobo  (;amp. 
bell.  Carathen,  Oanr,  CaeeyiChapman,  CIMord,  Olintoo,  Cole% 
DanieL  Ganreu  Dayla,  B.  D.  Davie,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig^ 
Banman,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd,  Fomance,  OaioMe,  Oentij, 
Oerrj,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Harm, 
Haetlnge,  Haya,  Bopklne.  Hoock,  Hou^on,  Habard,  Hunter. 
Cbarlee  J.  Ingereoll,  Jack,, Cave  Jobneon,  John  W.  Jone^ 
Andrew  Kennedy,  Littlefield,  Lowell.  Atnaham  McClaUao, 
Robert  McClellan.  McKay,  McKeon,  MarcUnd,  Alfred  Mar- 
•ball.  MediU,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Hoor&  Nowhard, 
Owiley,  Faitridce,  Fs/m,  Pickea^  Vvp^  FkeOi,  Rayner, 


1 


S33 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


lUdloff.  R«ncher,  Raynolds,  Rlggf,  Rogen,  WilliARi  Ruwell, 
SunSIn,  Siiieldt,  William  Smlih,  Snyder.  Staanio^,  Bomman, 
Jacob  Thomp«m,  TripleU,  Turoej,  Underwood,  Van  Buren, 
Wallace,  Waller,  WeMbrook,  and  Cbriacopher  H.  WiUiamB. 

NAY«— Meana.  Adama,  Bbarlock  J.  Andrawa.  Aycriof, 
Babeoek,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton.  Blrdaaje,  Blair,  Board- 
mao,  Borden,  Brigga,  Brockwar,  Bronaon,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
ionelL  CalhoQO,  Tboa.  J.  Campbell,  ChUda,  Ghiiieoden, 
Jobn  C.  Clark,  Btaley  N.  Clarke,  Jamea  Cooper,  Cowen, 
CraiMtoD,  Cuahlng,  Dawaon,  John  Edwarda,  Ferria,  Feaaen- 
dan.  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foaier,  Thomaa  F.  Foater,  Oaiaa, 
Olddinca,  Qraoier,  Green,  Guaiine,  Henrj.Holmea.  Howard, 
Hodaon.  HuaMoMph  R.Ingeraoll,  Jamea  Iirio,  William  W. 
Irwin,  Jamea,  William  Coat  Jobnaon,  laaac  D.  Jonea,  Keim, 
John  F.  Kennedy,  King,  McKenoan,  lAallorr,  Thomaa  F. 
Karahall,  0amaoo  Maaoo,  John  Thomaon  Haaon,  Malhlot, 
Mathewa,  Ifattocki^  Maxwell,  Maypard,  Mornn,  Morrla,  Mor- 
row, Olirer,  Farmeoter,  Pearoe,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Ramaey, 
B.  Randall,  Ridgway,  RooaeTelt,  J.  M.  Ruaaall,  Baitonatall,  Ban- 
ford,  BeweU,  Blade,  TramanBmiih,  Stanly,  Btokely,  Straiton, 
A.  H.  H.  Staart,  J.  T.  Btoart,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  'I  hompaon, 
Richard  W.  ThompaonrTllliochaat,Tolaiid,  TomUq^n,  Tnim- 
buU,  Ward,  Warren,  Edwaid  D.  White,  Joaeph  L.  White, 
Joaeph  L.  Williama,  Winthrap,  Wiae,  Wood,  Torka,  and 
John  Young —108. 

Bo  the  moUon  to  lay  the  suU^^  ^^  ^  ^^^®  ^*' 
vejetted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  demaod 
for  the  preTioot  qaestion,  and  carried— ayes  89, 
noes  74^ 

Bftr.  TURNKY  then  ealled  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  ordering  the  main  qaestion;  which  were  ordered, 
and  resnlted  in  yeas  90,  nays  95. 

So  the  House  refosed  to  order  the  main  qaes- 
tion, and 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  wonid  have  to  He 
oTer  till  to-morrow. 

CAPTURE  OF  MONTEREY. 

Mr.  ADAMS  oiTered  the  following  resolntiom: 

JU§ol9etL  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statee  be  re- 
qaeated  to  inform  thia  Houae  by  what  authority,  and  under 
whoaa  inacnictiona.  Captain  Thomaa  Ap  Cateaby  Jonea,  corn- 
Bander  of  the  aqnadron  of  the  United  Statee  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  did,  on  or  about  the  19th  of  October  laat,  Invade  in  war- 
like array  the  larritorlea  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  take  poaBaa- 
flioo  of  tne  town  of  Monterey,  and  declare  bimaelf  commander 
of  ilM  naval  ud  military  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the 
CalilUniaa. 

Ji6§olvedy  Thai  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  be  requeat- 
ed  to  communicate  to  tbia  Houae  oopiea  of  all  the  inairociiona 

Sven  by  him,  or  under  hia  authority,  to  the  aaid  Captain  Jonea. 
om  the  time  of  hIa  appointment  to  tlie  command  of  the  aaid 
Bnadron:  alao,  copiea  of  all  commualcatlona  received  from 
m  relating  to  hia  expedition  foe  the  occupation  of  the  Califor- 
niaa;  and,  uao,  to  inform  thia  Houae  whether  ordera  have  been 
deapatched  to  tha  aaid  Captain  Jonea,  recalllhg  him  from  hia 
oommaod* 

Mr.  GRANGER  moTed  the  preyioas  qaestion. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
wonid  withdraw  his  motion,  to  enable  him  to  malce 
a  statement  He  had  a  statement  in  his  hand  from 
Commodore  Jones  himself. 

Bfr.  GRANGER  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  that  he  might  send  that  statement  to 
the  chair,  and  hare  it  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  not  let  it  go  out  of  his 
hands,  unless  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
withdraw  the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GRANGER  did  not  aecede  to  the  propo- 
sition. 

The  previous  qaestion  was  then  8eeonded*93 
TOting  in  the  aiBrmative,  and  70  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE  now  ealled  for  the  orders  of  the  day 
—the  inoming  hour  having  expired. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS.     • 

The  Territorial  bosiness  being  the  speeial  order 
for  this  day, 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Inosbsoll  was  called  to 
the  chair. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin, 
the  committee  took  up  a  bill  to  authorize  the  elec- 
tion and  appointment  of  officers  of  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsini  which,  on  his  motion,  was  amended, 
and  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  then  mo?ed  that  the 
committee  take  up  the  bill  for  the  proteetioa  of 
commerce  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  suggested  some  imma- 
terial amendment;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Bir.  MERIWETHER  asked  what  the  amount 
wu,  which  this  bill  propoeed  to  appropriate. 

The  Clerk  was  nndcrstood  to  reply  that  it  was 
t83,000. 

Ui.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  advocated  the  bill,  which 
waa  Imandad  to  appiopriate  money  lor  the  eoa- 


struction  of  harbors,  which  the  commerce  of  the  | 
lakes  so  much  required. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  contended  that  this  ap- 
propriation should  have  formed  part  of  the  general 
appropriation  bill.  He  was  opposed  to  this  division 
of  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  BLACK  also  opposed  the  bill.  He  said  he 
did  not  do  so  on  the  eround  of  the  extravagance  of 
its  appropriation.  He  would  not  stop  to  inquire 
into  the  amount  appropriated  in  the  bill.  He 
looked  to  a  higher  qoestion  involved  in  this  bill. 
He  looked  to  the  qaestion  as  to  the  right  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  carry  on  internal  improve- 
ments. He  had  always  opposed  such  improve- 
nenu  by  the  General  Government,  wherever  the 
improvement  might  lie — whether  in  his  own  Slate 
or  elsewhere-  He  regarded  opposition  to  internal 
improvements  by  the  Federal  Government  as  one 
of  the  most  substantial  tenets  of  the  Republican 

faith.  „ 

Mr.  POPE  rose,  and  advocated  the  bill.  He 
did  not  regard  Uiis  u  a  constitutional  question,  but 
merely  as  one  of  expediency.  He  replied  to  vari- 
ous objections  urged  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  rose  to  make  a  single  inqui- 
ry. How  much  would  it  cost  to  complete  the  sev- 
eral harbors,  since  what  was  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated in  this  bill  was  only  a  beginning?  [k  voice: 
**Lass  than  the  New  York  custom-house.'*] 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  stated  that  an  estiinate  had 
been  made  by  the  Topographical  bureau  of  the 
whole  cost  of  the  several  harbors,  and  the  amount 
was  $171,000  He  then  proceeded  to  address  the 
committee  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Unwilling  as  he 
was  to  obtrude  himself  upon  the  House,  (knowing 
the  delicate  relation  in  which  delegates  from  the 
Territories  stood,  and  also  knowing  the  importance 
of  the  time  of  the  House',)  he  should  say  but  little 
on  the  subject.  It  was,  indeed,  true  that  but  little 
time  was  given  to  the  business  of  the  Territories 
on  yesterday;  when  the  army  bill  was  passed,  it 
wanted  a  quarter  of  3  o^elock;  and  when  the  Honse 
adjourned,  it  was  a  quarter  past  3.  Thus,  only 
one  hour  and  a  half  was  given  to  the  Territories 
on  that  day;  and  yet  to-day  tie  genileman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  RoosrvxLT]  again  manifested  a 
disposition  to  lay  the  heavy  band  of  power  upon 
us!  • 

He  proceeded  to  reply  to.  varioiu  objections 
urged  against  the  appropriationr.  The  estimates 
for  the  harbors  were  made  five  years  ago;  and 
since  that  time,  the  memorials  of  the  Legisiatnre 
of  Wisconsin  had  been  continaally  presented  to 
Congress.  Numerous  memorials  had  also  come 
here  from  Ohio,  New  York,  Indiana,  and  niinoit-^ 
all  asking  the  same  object.  It  was  a  matter  of 
vital  importance;  and  though  some  gentlemen  here 
might  think  lightly  of  everything  Chat  concerned 
the  Territories,  he  trusted  it  would  be  viewed  in 
the  proper  light,  and  that  jnstiee  would  be  done. 

It  had  been  asked  why  this  bill  was  without  a 
report.  He  would  answer,  that  early  in  the  ses- 
sion he  consulted  with  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  [Mr.  J.  P.  lEminDT,]  and 
that  gentleman  thought  it  was  best  to  report  a  bill 
identical  with  the  bill  of  last  session.  The  esti- 
mates for  the  completion  of  these  harbors  were 
made  in  1837,  and  their  aggregate  was  fiStS  000; 
sinee  that  time,  the  pi  Ice  of  lumber,  of  provisions, 
and  of  labor  had  fallen.  Plank,  which  then  cost 
|50,  could  now  be  bought  for  ilS.  So  with  other 
things  whidi  would  be  used.  The  actual  expense, 
then,  of  the  whole  three  harbors,  he  thought  could 
not  exeeed  |171,000. 

As  to  the  constitutional  objection  to  ih^  appro* 
priations,  he  would  say  that  objections  of  this  kind, 
however  applicable  to  ap(  ropriations  for  internal 
improvements  in  the  States,  could  not  apply  to  the 
Territories.  The  Territories  were  the  property 
of  the  National  Gk>vemment;  and  all  they  ask- 
ed was  that  justice  might  be  done.  Already  had 
^e  Territory  of  Wisconsin  paid  into  the  treasury 
near  |3,000,000  from  sales  of  public  lands  within  it. 
The  mere  pittance  of  21  per  cent,  upon  the  reve- 
nue there  colleded,  would  complete  the  harbors 
asked  for.  They  were  important  to  the  Territory 
and  to  its  increasing  exports.  The  Secretary  Of 
War  had  called  attention  to  their  importance  in  a 
national  point  of  view.  (Here  Mr.  D.  read  from  the 
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report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.)  In  case  of  a  «v 
with  England,  what,  he  asked,  would  be  oor  eoDdi* 
tioni  Where  could  onr  troops  be  landed  ia  that 
section  of  the  country? — settled  by  a  hardy,  eBte^ 
prising  and  intelligent  popnlation,  which  wooil 
be  soon  bufficieni  for  it  to  become  a  State.  Its  in. 
provement  was  important  to  the  Atlantic  Stttet 
He  referred  to  the  risk  of  life  at  present  iociuid 
by  all  who  navigate  the  lakes — ^life  which  «ii 
above  all  price.  The  gsntleman  from  Qeoigii 
[Mr.  MKUWETflna]  he  thought,  would  not  Inn 
t)een  so  ardent  in  his  oppoeition  to  the  bill,  had  In 
been  in  some  of  the  storms  last  November  opon 
the  lakes,  where  the  people  of  WisconsiA  wen 
liable  to  be  wrecked  on  their  own  shores.  He 
described  the  storms  which  often  arose  on  tlw 
lakes,  and  the  dangers  which  the  people  had  toeft> 
counter.  They  had  risked  everything  in  msking 
their  settlements.  Should  they,  then,  be  only  reguded 
as  step-children,  thrown  aside,  and  their  intenii 
not  attended  to? 

He  availed  himself  of  the  occasion  to  do  joaiM 
to  several  gentlemen  new  on  that  floor,  who  bid 
enlisted  in  behalf  oT  Wisconsin,  when  their  ser- 
vices were  so  eflTective  in  defending  her  teriiloiy 
from  devastation — ^Messrs.  RaraoLDs,  CissT,  aad 
Stuart  of  Illinois.  It  was  due  to  those  gentleaes 
to  say  that  they  had  continued  to  be  inendly  tohu 
people. 

Afier  reftrriog  to  the  fact  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  reported  a  bill  appropcii- 
tine  |G0,000  for  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  tad 
|64d,000  for  harbors  generally,  he  begged  ihitliii 
Territory  might  not  be  thrown  off,  whilst  other  paiti 
of  the  Uaion  were  so  well  provided  for.  AH  that 
his  constituents  wanted  was  aid  to  enable  then  to 
develop  the  resources  of  their  section  of  the  eon* 
Irv. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  observed  tbtttlie 
bill  would  meet  his  approbation,  provided  ose 
-amendment  should  be  made.  The  clause  for  a 
harbor  at  Milwaukie  provided  that  the  harbor 
should  be  constructed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Now,  as  he  understood  that  there  was  anoelt 
better  location,  where  nature  had  almost  formed  a 
harbor,  he  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  providiai 
that  the  location  of  the  harbor  should  be  selected 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  tlim 
leaving  the  question  open* 

Mr.H.  DODGE  acquiesced  in  the  suggeitioD. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said,  as  the  fiscal  fear 
had  been  changed,  he  wished  to  have  (he  hill lo 
amended,  to  distribute  the  appropriations  aeeord- 
ingly— directing  a  portion  to  be  expended  daiiag 
the  half*calendar  year  ending  Jane  30,  1843,  aBd 
the  remainder  during  the  fiscal  year  endiag  Jaae 
30, 1844.  He  wished  to  have  the  several  am 
divided  accordingly. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.. 

The  bill  (no  further  propositions  to  amend  hiv- 
ing been  submitted)  was  then  laid  aside  to  ben' 
ported. 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  uke  np  the  bill  nakof 
appropriations  for  certain  roads  and  the  improfe* 
ment  of  certain  rivers  io  the  Territoiy  of  Floridi) 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  offered  an  ameadiMat  lo 
strike  out  the  Escambia  river,  and  insert  tke 
Ohoctahatchie,so  as  to  make  the  appropiiatioB  for 
the  improvement  of  the  latter  river  instead  of  tke 
former  carried.    - 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  oat  die 
appropriation  of  ||^13,000  for  tiie  road  comnieaeiac 
on  the  Apaladiicola,  and  suggested  th^  iseipe* 
diency  of  making  such  large  appropriationi  for 
objects  that  could  be  dispeaaei  with  in  the  pfeeeal 
smte  of  our  finances. 

Mr.  LEVY  explained,  and  defended  the  appfO" 
priation;  and  the  vote  being  taken, 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johmsoh  was  r^eeled, 
and  the  bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  lo  the 
^onse. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LEVY*  the  committee  took 
up  the  bill.making  appropriations  for  iheeomph* 
tion  of  the  public  buildings  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida}  and,  after  some  explanations  by  Mr.  Li  H 
was  also  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  LBYYi  the  bill  maki«f« 
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appiopriation  of  ^,000  for  a  law  library  for  the 

Territory  of  Florida,  was  taken  up. 
Mr.  ROOSEYELT  briefly  opposed  the  bill;  and 
After  some  remarks  from   Messrs.  BLACK, 

PBOFFIT,  and  LEVY,  the  qnestion  was  taken 

on  reporting  the  bill  to  the  House;  and  it  was 

JOfft 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LEYY,  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital 
at  Key  West,  was  taken  ap. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moTed  to  strike  oat  the 
eoaetiag  claose  of  the  bill.  * 

Mr.  Levy  made  some  remarks,  explaining  and 
advocating  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Catk  Johnson] 
to  strike  oat  the  enacting  clanse;  and  Messrs.  R.  W. 
Thompson  and  Houston  were  appointed;  and  they 
reported  45  in  the  affirmative,  and  68  in  the  nega- 
lire^being  less  than  aqaornm. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  lise; 
whieh  was  negatived-^yes  58,  noes  64.  As  this 
division  proved  that  a  qaorom  was  in  Attendance, 
the  committee  retnmed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  C.  Johnson  to  strike  oat  the  en* 
acting  clause. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  withdrenr  his  motion,  and  the 
bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  te  the  House. 

Mf .  DODGE  of  Iowa  moved  to  take  ap  bill  No. 
389y  entitled  **A  bill  for  the  constraction  of  certain 
roads  and  a  canal  roaie  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa;" 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  D.  then  moved  the  following  amendment,  to 

be  inserted  in  lien  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands: 

That  the  warn  of  fifty  thoasand  doUan  be,  and  the  eame  k 
hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  mooey  in  the  treaeury  not  oth- 
erwise appropriated,  to  continue  ^le  removal  of  the  obttruc* 
tiona  to  the  navigation  of  the  MiauoBippi  niver,  at  the  Bee 
Moinae  and  Rock  River  rapida,  in  aald  river,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direcUon  of  the  secretary  of  War  during  that  por- 
tioQ  of  the  year  1813  when  meet  good  can  be  effeaed  by  tlM 


This  object  Mr.  D.  advocated,  and  snpported  his 
advocacy  by  reading  eitracts  from  certain  memo- 
rials from  the  Territories,  and  from  a  message  of 
Governor  Chambers  to  the  Territorial  Legislatare 
at  its  last  session. 

The  debate  was  ceatinaed  by  Mr.  CAVE  JOHN- 
SON, Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  6PRIGG. 

Mr.  POPE  advocated  the  appropriation  as  con- 
templated for  a  oeeftil  object.  The  trade  was  very 
important;  and  it  would  be  needless  to  endeavor  to 
arrest  these  expenditures.  They  woald  be  made; 
for  the  removal  bf  the  obstfactions  in  the  Western 
rivers  had  been  commenced,  and  •  the  continaance 
of  it  was  only  like  repairing  a  road.  He  regretted 
the  low  state  of  the  treasary;  yet  the  faalt  he  at- 
tribaied  to  others— to  the  striking  oat  of  tea  and 
coffee,  as  dutiable  articles,  from  the  tariff  bill,  by  the 
Senate. 

Various  gentlemen  expressed  a  desire  to  speak; 
but 

Mr.  0.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  committee  then  rose,  knd  reported  the  sev« 
era!  bills  noticed  as  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  1838. 
granting  pre-emption  rights  to  certain  settlers:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr*  POPE,  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
reported  **A  bill  concerning  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  Wisconsin:*'  reaSl  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER,  at  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fill- 
Moms,  laid  before  the  House  a  confidenUal  com- 
monication  in  relation  to  certain  frauds  alleged  to 
have  been  eommitied  upon  the  Cherokee  tribe  of 
Indians.  The  message  (without  being  opened  or 
read)  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Hoase  a 
eommnnication  from  the  War  DeparimenU  in 
answer  to  a  resolation  calling-  for  iDformstion  in 
relation  to  the  repair  of  tbe  Potomac  bridge:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colum* 

bia- 
^Isoy  a  commanioatioii  from  the  Treasury  De- 


partment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  30th 
section  of  the  act  of  1836^  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  condition  of  the  Chickasaw  fund:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  a  resolution  calling  for  infer- 
■lation  in  relation  to  the  pay  of  seamen  and  others: 
laid  on  tbe  table,  and  orderedlto  be  printed. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  submitted  a  motion  to  print  5,000 
extra  copies;  which  was  objected  to,  and  lies 
o?er.    " 

Mr.  GRAHAM  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Retolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Claime  be  iostnicted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  John  Phagan  for  wr* 
▼icee  he  rendered  tbe  United  Statesi  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  Florida,  among  the  Seminole  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WBLLER,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thdbsdat,  February  9,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  commooieation  from  the  Treasary  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  30th  April,  183 S,  an  exhibit 
of  the  condition  of  tbe  several  trust  foods  arising, 
out  of  the  treaties  with  the  Choctaw  Indians;  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  joint  resolu- 
tions of  tbe  Legislature  of  Indiaoa— one  relating  to 
the  constroction  of  a  har^r  at  Michigan  city;  and 
another  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  tbe  navigation  of  tbe  Wabash  river;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  two  petitions  from  Ips- 
wich, Massachusetts— one  signed  liy  Daniel  Weed 
and  36  others,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  other,  signed 
by  W.  W.  Graves  and  35  others,  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  generally. 

Objection  was  made  to  their  reception;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  question  of 
reception  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  memorials  from  the 
dty  council  and  citizens  of  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  naval  armory  and 
dock-yard  at  that  place;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  petitions  from  Isaac 
Hall  and  Thomas  Curtis,  merchants  of  Boston,, 
praying  tbe  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  retained 
by  the  United  States  consul  in  the  Isle  of  France- 
being  part  of  the  proceeds  of  a  vessel  owned  by 
them,  which  was  condemned  and  sold  as  unsea- 
worthy:  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition  from  F. 
Denon  and  others,  purchasers  of  public  lands  in 
Louisiana,  praying  that  patents  may  be  issued  to 
them  for  other  lands  in  lieu  of  those  entered,  which 
proved  to  be  within  the  limits  of  previous  grants; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  STURQEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,- praying  that  |300,000,000 
of  stock,  founded  on  the  public  domain,  may  be 
issued  by  the  Qovemment  to  the  States  and  Teni- 
teries,  in  a  representative  ratio;  which  Was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  750 
ladies  of  Philadelphia,  (and,  to  judge  from  their 
signatures,  very  delicate  and  fair  ladies,)  prajring 
that  Congress  may  exerdse  their  constitutional 
right,  and  abolish  slavery  in  the  Disurict  of  Co- 
lumbia.    . 

Mr.  BERRIEN  objected  to  its  reception;  and, 
on  motion,  the  question  of  reception  was  laid  on 
the  table.  •   * 

P  On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  the  petition  of  Slisha  Bentley  for  a  pen- 
aion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNN,  the  doeuments  oa  the 


files  of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  proposition  to 
purchase  the  patent  of  Captain  Shree?e  for  his 
snsg  boat,  were  ordered  to  be  taken  therefroni,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  having  charge 
of  the  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  re<^ 
ommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Fisher,  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Street. 

Mr.  MERRICK  presented  a  memorial  fromihe 
board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
subject  of  the  depressed  state  of  the  shipping  in-  ^ 
terest,  which  the  memorialists  attribute  to  the  want 
of  reciprocity  in  oar  treaty  stipulations  with  for- 
eign powers,  and  ask  legislation  on  the  subject: 
refened  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee op  Public  Lands  was  discbatged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  tbe  petition  of  William 
Wynn,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CONRAD,  the  petition  and 
documents  of  Charles  Dehault  Delassus  were  or^ 
dcred  to  be  taken  from  tbe  files  of  the  Senate,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PORTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  making  further  appro- 
priations for  the  continuation  of  tbe  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  P.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents,  re« 
ported  a  1>il1  for  the  relief  of  Robert  B.  Lewis; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  the  following  bills; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  readbg, 
viz* 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Wm.  ttsher; 
and 

A  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  Yilleneuve  Le- 
blanc,  in  consideration  of  tbe  benefit  derived  to 
tbe  public  lands  from  his  services  in  damming  the 
mouth  of  False  river. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  to  which  bad  been  referred  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  the 
payment  of  naval  pensions  since  the  16(h  of  Au- 
gust, 1841,  reported  a  bill  respecting  tbe  payment 
of  invalid  pensions  to  officers  of  the  naval  and 
marine  service  of  the  United  States;  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sea- 
ate  a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting  the  annoal  statement  of  the  appropri- 
ations in  that  department  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1843— sbowisg  the  balance  of  appropristions 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1843,  the  repaymenu  and 
transfers  in  1843,  the  amount  applicable  to  the 
service  of  1843,  &c.,  Ac.;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  fh>m  the  House  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  and  military  academy 
for  1843  and  1844,  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  com- 
mittee of.  the  whole,  the  unfinished  bosiness  of  the 
morning  hour  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  employment  of  private  expresses  upon 
mail  routes,  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  upon 
the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department — ^the 
question  pending  being  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr  Pobteu,  to  strike  out  of  the  second  and  fifth 
sections  the  words  ''or  other  maila]^le  matter  what- 
ever;*' the  effect  of  which  proposition  would  be,  if 
adopted,  to  permit  all  matter,  except  letters,  to  be 
conveyed  by  private  expresses. 

Mr.  MERRICK  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  not  consent  to  adopt  tbe  amendment,  be- 
cauee,  if  it  was  adopted,  the  good  anticipated  firom 
the  measure  would  be  defeated.  It  was  important 
that  it  should  be  retained,  in  order  that  the  depart- 
ment may  collect  and  receive  all  the  revenues  to 
which  it  was  entitled,  inconsequence  of  the  expense 
which  it  is  compelled  to  incur  in  making  prepara^ 
tions  to  carry  each  matter  as  Is  by  law  chargeable 
with  postage.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr, 
PoRTua]  seemed  to  think  on  yesterdayi  that  it  wa> 


334 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Qiiimponant  to  the  department  to  have  a  mor.opoly 
of  earryiog  newspapers  and  pamphlets  in  the  mails. 
He  (Mr.  M.)  admitted  that  it  wonld  be  nnimpor- 
tant  if  the  department  was  not  compelled  to  incur  . 
the  expense  for  carrying  them. 

He  bad,  since  yesterday,  made  an  inqoiry  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  as  to  the  amount  of  reve- 
nue derivable  from  these  sources.  He  had  been 
informed  that  a  communication  had  been  just  re* 
eeived  from  New  York  by  the  Postmaster  General 
upon  this  very  snbjecr.  The  communication  was 
from  an  authentic  source,  and  gave  statistics  as  to 
the  effect  upon  the  revenues  of  the  department,  by 
permitting  the  privileges  exercised  by  those  private 
expresses,  of  conveying,  by  railroads  and  6team- 
boats,  matter  which  properly  belonged  to  the  mails. 
The  Senate  might  be  enabled  to  see  the  loss  on 
newspaper  postage  alone,  from  the  fact,  aa  stated 
in  that  communication,  that  28,000  newspaper 
sheets  were  sent  to  New  York  daily,  outside  bf  the 
mail',  the  postage  on  which,  if  transmitted  throne h 
the  mail,  would  cost  about  |330  per  day,  or  4(99,850 
per  year.  That  was  the  amount  of  which  the  de- 
partment was  deprived,  at  that  point,  of  newspa- 
per postage  only,  by  the  facility  which  was  permit- 
ted these  private  expresses  op  the  regular  mail 
routes.  If  they  allowed  these  persons  thus  to  ap< 
propriate  that  enormous  sum  of  money,  which 
rightly  belonged  to  the  department,  to  their  private 
uses,  and,  at  the  same  time,  compel  the  depart- 
ment to  incur  the  expense  of  carrying  the  mail,  it 
would  soon  be  found  that  the  Government  would 
have  to  sustain  that  department  out  of  the  common 
treasury,  and  tax  the  people  therefor. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  the  same  evils  exist  #o  the 
same  extent  in  other  ciiies  of  the  United  States,  as 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
tent of  their  commerce  and  population.  If,  there- 
fore, it  was  desirable  to  preserve  to  the  people  the 
comforts,  convenience,  and  advantages  which  were 
offerttl  by  the  mails  of  the  United  States,  without, 
at  ma  unpropitious  time,  letting  that  department 
fall  a  burden  on  the  common  treasury,  those  evils 
should  be  speedily  modified  or  removed.  The 
Postmaster  General  had  informed  him  that  he 
made  a  contract  with  a  certain  railroad  company 
for  transporting  the  mails  between  the  cities  of 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  for  which  he  pays 
the  annual  sum  of  (20,000;  and  in  a  week  after 
the  contract  was  entered  ipio,  that  company  put 
on  their  line  another  car  for  the  transportation  of 
the  express,  carrying  matter  which  properly  be- 
longed to  the  United  States  mail,  which  they  had 
contracted  to  carry:  thus  receiving  double  pay  for 
carrying  the  same  matter — that  is,  j(20,000  for  the 
department,  and  probably  &ome  $20,000  or 
^30,000  for^the  extra  car;  and  enabling  those  private 
mdividnals  to  come  into  competition  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  by  fraud  to  pocket  the  postage  which 
belonged  the  department.  This  flagrant  outrage 
on  the  rights  of  the  department  was  practised 
within  two  hours  ride  of  that  Capitol. 

He  had  no  (tbubt  that  the  loss  to  the  department 
of  postage  on  newspapers  alone,  by  those  private 
ex  presses-^  which  were  now  established,  or  being 
established  between  all  the  commercial  cities  in 
the  Union,  and  most  profitable  routes — would 
amount  to  |300,000  annually.  The  department 
would  have  to  come  to  a  dead  halt,  unless  Con- 
gress interpose, .  and  legislate  effectually  and 
efficiently  to  guard  the  revenues  of  the  departr 
ment. 

He  then  replied  to  the  complaints  of  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Hdntihgtoit,]  that,  by  the 
provisfions  of  this  bill,  packages  of  money  and  bills 
of  exchange  belonging  to  the  merchants  would  be 
liable  to  postage;  remarking  that  the  Post  Office 
Depaitment  was  established  principally  for  the 
benefit  of  the  commercial  community,  and  if  tbey 
conspired  to  break  through  these  arrangements, 
(as  had  been  intimated,)  and,  consequently, 
to  break  down  the  department,  why,  then,  it 
would  have  to  fall.  If  they .  were  not  wuUing 
to  pay  for  the  mail  facilities  granted  to  them, 
the  department  could  not  be  carried  on  at 
all.  He  maintained  that  it  was  expedient  and 
necessary  that  the  commercial  interest  should  con- 
tribute in  fair  proportion  to  support  the  department, 
by  paying  for  their  packages  of  money  and  bills 
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of  exchange,  if  they  were  transmitted  by  mail. 
They,  however,  had  the  privilege  of  sending  pack- 
ages of  money  by  private  individuals,  or  by 'spe- 
cial express,  if  they  thought  proper  to  do  so  at 
their  own  expense;  but  could  not^ndthem  by  thoee 
regular  express  lines.  With  a  view  to  accommo- 
date the  bill  as  far  as  possible  to  the  suggestions 
of  Senators,  and  to  define,  in  specific  terms,  what 
was  mailable  matter,  he  moved  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  as  an  additional  section  to 
the  bill,  viz: 

•  And  be  it  further  eruicted^  That  all  "mailable  matter,"  and 
matter  properly  transmisaible  by  mail,  shall  be  deemed  and 
tattea  to  mean  all  letters  and  newspapers,  and  all  magasinee 
6t  pamphlets  periodically  published,  and  all  written  and  printed 
matter  whereof  each  copy  or  edition  shall  not  exceed  one  poond 
in  weight;  but  bound  boolEs  of  any  size  shall  not  be  held  to  be 
included  withinr  the  meaning  of  this  term;  and  any  packet  or 
paclteis,  of  whatever  size,  being  made  up  of  any  such  mailable 
matter,  shall  subject  all  persons  concerned  in  transporting  the 
same  to  all  the  penalties  of  this  law,  equally  as  if  it  or  they 
had  not  been  made  up  Into  packets  or  packagee. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  thought  that  Senators 
would  all  agree  in  one  thing — that  it  was  necessary 
and  proper  to  put  an  end,  in  some  form,  to  these 
private  expresses.  Unless  this  was  done,  the  rev- 
enues from  postage  would  not  sustain  the  Post 
Office  Department;  and  the  Government  would  be 
obliged  to  sustain  it  at  the  expense  of  the  common 
treasury.  In  the  suggestions  he  made  on  yesterday, 
concerning  the  transmission  of  packages  of  money 
by  the  mercantile  class,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  desiring  that  that  class  should  be  spc* 
cially  protected  in  this  bill.  He  then  went  on  to  ar- 
gue that  the  merchants  should  not  be  compelled  to 
risk  their  money,  bills  of  exchange,  and  other  vaU 
uable  evidences  of  debt,  through  the  mail;  but 
ought  to  be  permitted  to  transmit  them  in  a  more 
^secure  and  cheap  manner,  if  these  facilities  were 
afforded  by  those  private  expresses.  If  the  com* 
mercial  community  were  compelled  to  place  such 
packages  in  the  mail,  they  would  be  taxed  much 
heavier  than  they  were  now  taxed.  He  then  went 
on  to  argue  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  sup- 
press the  transmission  of  papers  ont  of  the  mail 
could  not  be  enforced;  that  some  means  would  be 
invented  to  evade  them;  and  that  it  would  be  useless 
to  attempt  to  enforce  them. 

Mr.  MERRICK  replied,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  if  the  bill  was  passed,  it  would  save  to  the  de- 
partment, in  the  course  of  a  year,  at  least  1 1,000,- 
000;  and  afiford  means  to  extend  greater  facilities  to 
distant  and  sparsely  populated  portions  of  the 
Union,  and  also  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  on 
letters.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  amend- 
ment be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  informally;  the  time 
for  proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day  having  ar- 
rived. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  special  order  brought  up  the  unfinished  de- 
bate on  the  question  of  passing  the  bill  for  the 
occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory *- 
the  motion  pending  being  that  of  recommitting  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BENTON,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
from  yesterday  evening,  addressed  the  Senate  /  for 
upwards  of  two  hours  in  support  of  the  bill  in  its 
present  form. 

There  was  one  point  on  which  every  Senator 
who  had  yet  spoken  concurred^-that  the  title  to  the 
Territory  was  in  the  United  States.  The  land  be- 
ing our  property,  we  have  an  unquestionable  right 
to  make  whatever  use  of  it  we  desire.  It  is  enough 
for  us  to  know  we  are  right,  for  us  to  do  whatever 
we  think  it  is  our  best  interest  to  do  with  our  own 
property.  Nobody  has  a  right  to  be  ofifended  at 
this.  If  any  other  power  takes  offence  at  what  we 
propose  to  do  with  our  own  property,  that  should 
be  no  reason,  why  we  should  not  do  it.  The  same 
arguments  used  on  this  occasion  to  tie  up  our 
hands  from  doing  anything  lest  it  might  provoke 
a  collision  with  another  power,  had  been  pushed 
quite  as  far  when  General  Jackson  determined  to 
insist  upon  our  rights  from  France.  Yet,  because 
Gkn.  Jackson  was  right,  he  persisted;  and  the  result 
was  contrary  to  the  predictions  of  the  timid— we  ob- 
tained our  right,  and  there  was  no  collision.  Were 
i^e  new  to  pnrsue  the  same  course,  we  wonld 
maintain  our  right  too,  and  there  would  be  no  col- 
lision.    But  even  if  there  should  be  war  in  coa- 


sequence  of  our  doing  what  we  have 'an  tm- 
questionable  right  to  do  with  our  own  property: 
that  should  not  stop  us.  We  know  we  are  right, 
and  we  leave  the  consequences  of  maintaining  otir 
right  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  sides  with  justice. 
It  had  been  said  that  we  should  leave  our  cause 
to  time— that  time  was  our  best  negotiator.  What 
had  we  ever  gained  by  time?  ¥rhat  had  we  ever 
gained  by  negotialioni  In  every  instance  that  eidier 
had  been  tried  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  she 
had  come  ofiTthe  gainer,  and  we  the  loser.  It  bad 
been  so  with  regard  tojhe  Oregon  Territory:  it  had 
been  so  with  regard  to  the  Northeastern  boundary. 
At  first,  all  that  England  asked  in  relation  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary,  was  a  variation  of  the  line, 
so  as  to  give  her  a  right  of  way  at  all  seasons  be- 
tween Cluebec  and  Halifax.  When  we  would  not 
agree  to  that,  she  offered  to  purchase  as  much  ter- 
ritory as  she  wanted.  That  oflfer  being  rejected,  her 
pretensions  began  to  take  root,  and  she  had  culti- 
vated them  60  assiduously  ever  since,  that  allast  she 
placed  herself  in  a  position  to  acquire  more  than 
ten  times  as  much  as  she  at  first  asked.  And  in  the 
treaty  of  1849,  our  Secretary-negotiator  gave  her 
everything  she  desired.  So  with  the  Northwestern 
boundary  line  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and 
Lake  Superior:  she  began  by  asking  a  revision  of 
the  line.  Our  negotiators  were  so  astonished  at 
even  this  boldness,  that  they  had  to  ask  the  British 
minister  to  repeat  the  request,  thinking  there  miul 
be  some  mistake.  But  there  was  none,  though  the 
demand  was  made  in  the  gentle  language  of  a  re- 
quest that  there  might  be  a  revision  of  (he  line.  It 
was  refused;  but  on  that  very  request  grew  up  her 
pretensions,  till,  in  the  Webster  treaty  of  1843^  our 
Secretary-negotiator  gave  her  everything  she  de- 
manded; brought  her  Imck  fifty  miles  from  the 
post  to  which  she  had  retreated  on  her  own  terri- 
tory in  1803, 10  get  dff  our  territory,  and  to  aToid 
paying  us  duty  on  her  goods  passing  through  our 
country.  After  having  voluntarily  abandoned  their 
position  on  our  territory  at  Grand  Portage,  and 
gone  fifty  miles  to  the  north,  they  are  brought  back, 
and  allowed  the  joint  occupancy  of  the  Portage 
route  in  our  territory,  free  of  all  duties,  and  for* 
ever.  And  we  are  told  this  treaty  brings  within 
the  United  States  four  millions  of  fine  minenl 
lands— as  if  we  made  that  gain  by  it.  To  be  sore, 
those  four  millions  of  acres  were  within  our  terri- 
tory, because  they  were  always  wiihia  it — ihef 
never  had  been  beyond  it.  Tbey  were  ours  befiofe 
the  treaty,  as  well  as  after  it.  England  knew  that. 
and  had  fled  from  the  emporium  of  the  northwcat 
the  Constantinople  of  that  region-i-to  a  position  M 
miles  north,  where  she  was  sure  of  not  being  on  oar 
soil.  What  she  had  been  denied  by  every  treaty* 
by  every  negotiation,  and  by  every  ministry  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  Revolution  to  the 
time  of  the  present  Administration,  she  had  beoi 
granted  by  our  Secretary-negotiator  in  1843.  What 
power,  what  authority  had  be  to  do  what  all  other 
American  negotiators  had  uniformly  declared  thef 
had  neither  power  nor  authority  for  doing? 

He  wanted  to  see  the  power  and  the  authority  tot 
altering  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  entire  advantage  of  a  foreign  power,  and  te 
the  disadvantage  and  irreparable  less  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  wanted  to  see  the  power  and  an- 
thority  for  giving  these  advantages  to  a  foieiga 
power^and  particalarly  to  the  British  Qowen- 
ment,  whose  chief  object  in  such  acquisitions  was 
to  prepare  herself  for  war.  These  demands  of 
hers  were  the  progeny  of  the  last  war.  She  then 
foand  out  what  an  invaluable  acquisition  to  her 
would  be  a  safe  road  from  Ctuebee  to  Halifax. 
She  found  out  how  valuable  to  her,  in  a  war- 
fare against  us,  were  the  t ervicee  of  her  allies,  the 
Indian  bloodhounds  on  our  Northwestern  frontier. 
Tbat  war  had  cost  us  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  It  took  but  sixty  miUiooe  of  this 
to  maintain  ourselves  against  the  whole  power  of 
Britain,  by  sea  and  land,  except  on  the  Northwetf- 
ern  frontier,  and  there  alone  it  cost  us  another  sixty 
millions.  Her  Hudson  Bay  Company,  with  its 
l,20p  men  and  its  Indian  bloodhounds,  wasaacrther 
Great  Britain,  which  it  cost  us  as  much  to  resist  as 
the  naval  and  military  forces  of  the  empire  of 
Great  Britain  itself.  And  by  our  late  trtety,  she 
had  been  secured  in  all  those  positions.    SIm  had 
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beeo  made  siroog  to  assail,  and  we  weak  to  repel. 
She  had  gained  ever^tbiDC}  we  lost  everything. 

Such  b«5  always  been  the  result  of  time,  delay, 
and  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.    Such  wonld 
be  the  consequence  of  time  and  negotiation  in  the 
settlement  of  the  question  of  the  Oregon  Territory. 
Some  Senator  had  calculated  the  distance  by  sea 
between  us  and  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river 
at  eighteen  thousand  miles.    Twenty  years  ago  he 
had  calculated  it  at  twenty  thousand  from  Boston 
to  the  Columbia,  and  he  then  made  use  of  the  cal- 
culation as  an  argument  of  the  strongest  kind  to 
show  the  importance  of  the  haAor  at  the  mouth  of 
that  river  for  our  commercial  and  military  marine 
in  the  Pacific— cut  off,  as  they  were,  by  a  sea  of 
twenty  thousand  miles  in  extent,  from  shelter  or  re- 
treat on  their  own  soil — and  that  harbor  theirs, 
but  unprepared  for  their  use.    The  distance  was 
the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  its  being  made 
a  naval  depot  and  fortification.    Gentlemen  also 
talked  of  ^  the  distance  by  land  being  3,000  miles, 
and  the  expense  of  carrying  out  this  bill  |100,000. 
But  they    voted    for    the    late  treaty,  by  which 
Great  Britain    compels   us    to    keep    80   guns 
afloat  on   the   coast  of  Africa,  at  a  cost  of  six 
hundred   thousand  dollars  a  year;  and  for  what? 
To  recapture  negroes.    And  when  we  have  them, 
what  are  we  to  do  with  them?    Not  to  bring  them 
to  (he  United  States,  surely.    We  have  no  islands, 
like  the  Wes:  India  islands,  for  taking  apprentices 
at  40  years  of  age  to  work  for  our  interests.    But 
we  are  to  colonize  Liberia,  where  we  have  not  a 
foot  of  territory.    We  are  not  to  do  anything  with 
oar  own  territory  of  Oregon;  but  we  are  to  colonize 
Liberia  at  an  expense  of  five  millions  in  five  years! 
He  would  next  year  call  for  information  as  to  the 
namber  of  negroes  ou^^frican  fleet  shall  have  re- 
captured; and  be  vas  pretty  suie  that  by  dividing 
the   cumber  into  |600,000,  it  m>n\d  be  found  that 
the   eolonization  of  Liberia  by  Afiican  negroes 
woald  cost  us  more  per  head  than  the  640  acres 
apiece  to  each  of  our  citizens  choosing  to  settle  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  CHOATfi  said  there  was  one  point  on 
whi<^  the  Senator  from  Missouri  bad  touched, 
which  he  wished  to  make  a  few  observations  upon 
ia  reply.  He  meant  that  relating  to  the  Northwest 
boandary  line  flrom  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to 
Lake  Superior.  It  would  be  necessary,  however, 
to  refer  to  documents  not  then  at  hand.  He  would 
(herefcve  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  pass 
the  bill  over  informally. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
investment  of  the  nfival  hospital  fund;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  it  was 

JSetotoed,  That  the  Coininiltae  on  Ck>minerce  be  imtrueted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al>oli8hiDg  the  system  of  revenue 
cotters,  and  of  employing  a  part  of  ine  navy  of  the  United 
Bcaiea  in  that  serviee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Sarchet,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to  mod- 
ify the  tariff  so  as  to  bring  it  down  to  a  revenue 
standard.  The  petition  (said  Mr.  C.)  contained 
much  valuable  information  as  to  the  effect  of-  the 
present  tariff;  and  he  moved  that*  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Ordnance  Bu< 
reaa,  showing  the  management  and  condition  of 
that  department;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion^ 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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TmiBSDiT,  February  3,  1843. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  on  leave,  laid  on  the  table  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  reported  some  days  since  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
reducing  the  postage  on  letters  carried  by  mail:  or- 
dered tp  be  printed. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  moved  that  the  Houm 
resolve  itself  Into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  A 
state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  boainess  relating  to  the  Tenitories.  He  stated 
that  so  much  of  the  time  which  was  under  the 


jspecial  order  to  be  devoted  to  Territorial  business 
had  been  occupied  in  attending  to  that  of  the  na- 
tion, that  he  trusted  the  House  would,  as  an  act  of 
Acer  justice,  adopt  his  motion,  and  proceed  at 
once,  without  the  consumption  of  the  morning 
hour,  to  the  execution  of  the  special  order. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  wished,  before  taking 
the  question  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa,  that  the  House  would  take  up  and  assign  a 
special  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  sus- 
pending for  a  limited  time  the  operation  of  the 
districting  law  of  the  last  session.  That  bill  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
the  vortex  of  which  he  feared  it  would  be  lost, 
considering  the  short  time  that  yet  remained  of  the 
session,  unless  some  special  day  was  assigned  for 
its  consideration.  He  would  suggest  that  it  be 
made  the  special  order  for  Hiursday  next. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  hoped  the  House  would 
make  no  ntore  special  orders.  They  were  already 
considerably  embarrassed  by  the  number  they  had 
made. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  said  that  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  fromTen* 
nessee,  considering  the  opposition  he  made  to  the 
bill,  the  rigor  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  relax. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  that  Thanday  was  already  assign- 
ed for  some  ether  business. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  said  he  would  then  pro- 
pose Monday  next. 

Mr.  TURNEY  saidjie  would  remind  the  House  • 
that    the  Committee   of  Elections  had   reported 
against  this  bill,  and  that  the  question  would  arise 
on  that  report. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  yet  undisposed  of. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Iowa  to  go  into  Committee^f  the 
Whole  was  not  in  order,  and  could  not  take  pre- 
cedence ovfr  the  other  business  of  the  House. 
True,  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  would  be  in  order;  but 
the  Territorial  business  was  not  in  that  committee, 
but  in  the  ordinary  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution,  therefore,  that  he  moved  yester- 
day, in  relation  to  the  capture  of  Monterey  by 
Commodore  Jones,  was  first  in  order;  and  on  that 
the  previous  question  had  been  seconded. 

Mr.  POPE  observed  that  two  of  the  three  days 
allotted  to  Territorial  business  had  passed  over,  and 
only  three  or  four  hours  had  been  devoted  to  that 
business.  He  hoped  that,  in  consideration  of  that 
fact,  the  House  would  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  that  business  for  the  remainder  of 
the  day;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  if  they  did  so,  but 
that  they  would  finish  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  question  diJ  not 
admit  of  debate,  and  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
resolution;  which  was  done,  as  follows: 

Retolved.  That  the  President  of  the  Unitecl  States  be  re- 
quested  (o  jo  form  this  House  by  what  authoiity,  and  under 
whose  instnictions,  Captain  Thomas  Ap  Caiesby  Jonet,  com- 
mander of  the  squadron  of  the  United  States  In  the  Pacific 
ocean,  did,  on  or  atraut  the  19th  of  October  last)  invade  in  war- 
like arraY  the  territory  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  take  popaoh 
ston  of  tKe  town  of  Monterey,  and  declare  himself  commander 
of  the  naval  and  military  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the 
Califorriias. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Presldent„of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  this^ous^  copies  of  aU  the  instructions 
?;iven  by  him,  or  under  his  authority,  to  the  said  Gaptain  Jones, 
rom  the  time  of  his  appoiotm^t  to  the  command  of  the  said 
squadron:  also,  copies  of  all  communications  received  from 
him  relating  to  his  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the  Califor- 
uias;  and  also  to  inform  this  House  whether  orders  have  been 
despatched  to  the  said  Gaptain  Jones,  recalling  him  from  his 
command. 

The  question  W98  put  on  ordering  the  main 
question,  and  carried. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  the  resolution.  His  reason  was  this:  He  should 
be  glad  to  vote  for  the  resolution,  and  saw  no  rea- 
son why  it  should  not  pass  the  House.  He  knew 
nothing  in  regard  to  it  that  the  Administration 
should  conceal)  and  he  was,  therefore,  unwilling  to 
vote  against  it.  But  he  could  not  vote  for  it,  be* 
cause  it  excluded  the  usual  condition  in  resolutions 
of  this  nature— that  the  oommnnieation  of  the  in- 
formation ttUed  for  siMald  not,  in  the  judgment  of 


the  President,  be  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  WISE  also  asked  to  b^ excused  from  voting. 
His  reason  was  this:  He  had  information  in  his 
possession  from  Commodore  Jones  himself,  and 
therefore  knew  the  fact  that  there  was  no  nsceasity 
for  adopting  the  resolution.  Commodore  Jones 
informed  him  that,  without  any  orders  from  the 
Government  at  all,  but  from  a  report  which  he  had 
no  reason  to  doubt,  as  well  as  from  information 
received  from  a  United  States  consul  in  South 
America,  that  there  was  actual  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  together  with  the  sus« 
picious  movements  of  the  British  fleet,  inducing 
him  to  believe  that  they  were  about  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  Californias,  he  captured  Monterey.  As 
soon  as  information  reached  him  that  war  did  not 
exist,  he  restored  Monterey  to  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties; and  he  also  informed  Mr.  W.  that  his  rela- 
tions with  them  were  better  than  they  ever  were 
before. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  called  Mr.  Wise  to  order. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  that  it  was  to  Ij^im  the  strangest 
thing  in  the  world,  that,  with  positive  information 
from  Commodore  Jones  himself,  ready  to'be  given 
to  them,  gentlemen  were  determined  to  vote  blind- 
fold in  this  matter.  The  Administration  had  noth- 
ing to  doVith  the  affair.  4 

Mr.  GRANGER  rose  and  addressed  Jhe  Aair; 
but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  WISE,  who  withdrew  his  request  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  GRANGER  again  rose  and  said:  A^ingle 
remark  why  I  wish' to  be  excused.  If  the  Admin- 
istration's, as  I  doubt  not,  so  entirely  blameless  in 
this  matter,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  sup- 
pose, and  the  other  friends  of  the  Administration, 
would  desire  to  be  placed  right.  [Cries  of  *'order, 
order."] 

Mr.  6RIGK3S  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  on  the 
groand  ihat  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was 
debating  the  merits  of  the  question. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  I  am  not  debating  the  ques- 
tion, sir. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  aa  he  was  interrupted,  he  hoped 
other  gentlemen  would  be  required  to  conform  to 
the  same  rule;  or  that  he  should  have  the  right  to 
reply. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  I  will  take  my  seat-.!  think 
I  have  laid  enough. 

Mr.  WISE.    Yes,  yon  have. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  resulted 
thus — ^yeas  118,  nays  09;  so  the  resolution  waa 

adopted: 

^ 

TEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  LandafTW.  Andrews,  Sher* 
lock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Arcrigg,  Baker, 
Barnard,  Birdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Boardman«  Borden,  Bojd, 
Brewster,  Briggs,  Broclcway,  Bronson.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton 

11  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  William  Batter,  Thomas  J. 

f  Oampliell,  Caruthers,  Casey,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Sta' 
ley  N.  Clarke,  Jamee  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Crawford, 
Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Fes- 
senden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gerry,  Oiddion,  Pat- 
rick G.  Goods,  Granger,  Green,  Halsted,  Henry,  Houck, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  Isaac 
D.  Jones,  Kelm,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Linn,  McKav,  McKennan, 
McKeon,  Samson  Mason,  Malhiot,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  Max- 
well,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Partridge,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Ram- 
sey, Benjamin  Randall,  Rayner,  Read,  Reynolds,.  Ridgway, 
William  Ruosetl,  Jamee  If.  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Sanford, 
Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Sprigg,  Stanly,  Stokely,«iratlon,  Alex- 
ander H.  H.  Stuart,  JohnT.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  Rich- 
ard W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomllnson,  Triplett, 
Trumbull,  Turney,  Warren,  Weller,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thorn- 
as  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WUliams,  Winlhrop,  Yoike,  Au- 
gustus Young,  and  John  Young— lia 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Beeson,  BidJack,  Bowne,  Charles 
Brown,  Burke,  William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Chapman,  Clifford, 
Clinton,  Cross,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson.  Dnig,  Eastman, 
John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
Fdmance,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Wm.  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Ousting 
Harris,  Hastinss.  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  Ineersoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  Lit- 
tlefield,  Lowell.  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  Mal- 
lory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Medill,  Newhard,  Oliver, 
Parmenter,  Payne,  Pickens,  Powell,  Redinff,  Rencher,  Riggi^ 
Rogers, Roosevelt,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Shields,  Snyder,  Staen- 
rod,  Jacob  Thompson,  Ward,  Watterson,  Westbrook,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Wood-89. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATION  CLAIMS. 

The  next  question  in  order  was  the  resoluiioa  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  CushingJ 
who,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  ytth 
terday  made  the  following  reportt 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whoa 
„  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Eheneaer  Wheel- 
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Wright,  and  other?,  praying  iodeniDity  from  the 

United  States  for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800, 

report  the  following  resolution  for  the  ceisidcration 

of  the  Hoase: 

Ruolved,  That  all  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Honae  on  the  ^te  of  the  Union,  on  House  bill  No.  67,  entitled 
**A  bill  to  provide  f0(  the  latiafaction  of  claima  due  to  certain 
American. citixena,  for  apoliaiiona  comtnitted  on  their  com- 
merce  prior  to  Slat  July,  1801."  ahall  cea^  on  Tueaday  next,  at 
2  o'clock,  and  the  committee  ahall  proceed  to  vote  on  the  amend- 
menta  thenjpending.  or  that  may  be  offered  toaaid  bill,  and  then 
report  the  bill  u>  the  Houae,  with  each  amendmenta  aa  may 
bare  been  agreed  to  by  the  committee. 

On  this  resolation,  the  House  yesterday  second- 
ed  the  motion  for  the  previous'  question,  but  nega« 
lived  the  question  '*Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
putV*  on  vhich  the  question  now  recurred. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CUSHINO  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  resulted  thus — ^yeas  94, 
nays  104.  So  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  was 
negatived. 

The  question  again  recurred,  "Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  GAYB  JOHNSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  taken,  and  restllted — ^yeas  94, 
nays  100.  • . 

Soihe  House  determined  that  the4nain  question 
should  not  be  now  put. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

TERRITORIAL  BUSINESS. 

The  special  order  was  resumed. 

The  bills  reported  from  the  Committer  of  the 
Whole  were  taken  up,  with  a  view  to  their  en- 
grossment; but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.-POPB, 
they  were  laid  aside  for  the  present. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  J.  R. 
IvoiBsoLLin  the  chair.) 

The  bUl  making  an  appropriation  for  certain 
roads,  %ad  the  survey  of  certain  canal  routes,  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  was  first  taken  up — the 
question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  A.  C. 
DoDOB,  to  apply  |50,000  of  the  appropriation  to 
the  removal  of  the  obstructions  in  the  Blississippt 
river  at  the  rapids  of  the  Des  Moines. 

Blr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  spoke  briefly  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment. 

Bfr.  REYNOLDS  replied,  arguing  in  favor  of 
the  great  benefit  to  be  derived  from  ihe  propoeed 
improvements,  and  contending  that  the  opening  of 
this  great  national  highway  was  not  a  mere  local 
measure,  but  alike  interesting  to  all  the  States  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech,  but  to  urge  upon  the  committee  to 
pass  on  this  bill  without  further  discussion.  At  the 
last  sesiion  of  Congress,  the.days  set  apart  for  Ter- 
ritorial business  were  principally  consumed  in  the 
examination  of  general  questions,  without  coming 
to  any  decisive  result;  and  he  feared  that  this  day 
would  be  taken  up  in  the  same  manner  if  they  al- 
lowed a  discussion  to  go  on,  on  the  constitutional 
powers  of  the  Government.  He  hoped  that  the 
committee  would,  without  further  debate,  settle  this 
question— a  question  which  he  considered  to  be  one 
of  mere  expedience  only — ^viz.,  whether  ihey  should 
appropriate  thi§  |50)000  to  roads  and  improve- 
ments in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  or  to  the  opening 
and  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river,  the  great 
highway  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BARNARD  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  was 
not  Territorial  business,  and  that  legislation  in  re- 
gard to  it  in  this  way  gave  it  a  preference  over  oth- 
er rivers  of  the  United  States  equally  deserving  of 
the  favor  of  the  GovernmeDt.  He  was  willing  to 
give  the  |50,000,  or  |100,000,  if  necessary,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  wanted  to  start  fair — he  wanted  the 
Hudson  river  to  have  an  equal  share.  There  was 
a  bill  on  the  table  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  several  rivers  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Mississippi  as  well  as  the 
Hudson,  and  he  wished  gentlemen  to  wait  till  that 
bill  came  up. 

Here  was  an  appropriation  of  150,000  for  clear- 
ing ontthe  obetmctiona  of  the  DesMoines  and  Rock 
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River  rapids,  and  gentlemen  talked  of  its  impor- 
tance; but  he  would  ask  them  to  tell  him  the  amount 
of  merchandise  which  passed  over  the  Des  Moine? 
rapidt.7  Was  it  |5,000,000  per  annum?  Was  it 
110,000,0007  He  would  go  for  those  improve- 
ments at  the  proper  time;  but  he  should  ask  gen- 
tlemen, at  the  same  time,  to  give  him  a  liitle  for 
the  North  River;  and  |60,000,000  of  merchandise 
every  year  passed  the  spot  where  they  proposed  to 
make  improvements  in  that  river,  b^des  one  mil- 
lion of  passengers.  Now,  he  made  these  remarks 
to  show  gentlemen  that  there  were  other  impor- 
tant points  which  required  their  attention  as  well 
as  the  rivers  in  question.  He  did  not  like  this  way 
of  getting  at  the  improvement  of  the  Western 
rivers,  while^others,  quite  as  important,  were  left 
unnoticed.  Let  them  wait  until  ibey  got  a  report 
from  a  proper  committee,  and  then  he  would  go  as 
far  as  any  gentleman  of  this  House— at  least  as 
far  as  they  ought  to  go,  considering  the  state  of  the 
national  treasury.  He  would,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary«  go  the  whole  length  of  the  river,  extending 
3,000  miles,  when  the  state  of  the  treasury  would 
permit;  but,  at  present,  he  would  recommend  that 
they  should  wait.  He.  was  against  this  amend- 
ment; but  he  would  go  for  the  original  hill. 

Mr.  BLACK,  in  the  course  of  some  observations, 
expressed  his  disappointment  on  hearing  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Ret- 
NOLDs;]  for  that  gentleman  had  promised  to  make 
«ome  remarks  on  the« constitutionality  of  this  bill, 
but  he  had  done  nothing  more  than  cite  precedents 
to  justify  it.  He  then  called  that  gentleman's  at- 
tention to  the  Maysville  road  bill,  which  was  ve- 
toed by  the  political  chief  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois— General  Jackson — ^as  a  precedent  tf  a 
contrary  tendency. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  thought  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barnibi>] 
was  a  correct  one;  and  he  hoped  the  Delegate  from 
Iowa  would  withdraw  his  amendment;  and  when 
it  came  into  the  House  in  another  form,  he  (Mr. 
Wian)  would  give  it  his  support. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  said  he  saw  the  time  of 
the  House  would  be  lost  on  this  proposition,  and 
the  other  Territorial  business  would  not,  consequent- 
ly, have,  proper  consideration,  and  therefore  he 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  bill  in  its  ori- 
ginal form. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  the  motion  of  the  Dele- 
gate, which  was  just  withdrawn,  to  strike  out  every 
taction  of  the  original  bill,  and  substitme  for  it  a 
difierent  proposition,  was  sa  admission  by  the  Del- 
egate that  this  appropriation  was  uncalled  for,  or 
at  least  could  be  dispensed  with.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  be  unkind  to  the  Territories,  but  he  wished 
to  be  kind  to  the  credit  of  the  country.  They  had 
been  going  on  too  fast;  and.  now  they  found  that  if 
they  were  to  have  any  money,  they  must  borrow  it. 
He  hoped  some  regard  would  be  paid  to  the  state 
of  the  treasuVy;  and  he  wot  Id  beg  gentlemen  to  re« 
member  that  even  borrowed  money  was  to  be  re- 
paid. He  hoped  this  body,  at  least,  whatever  oth- 
ers might  do,  would  hold  to  the  doctrine  that  every 
engagement  into  which  the  Government  might  en- 
ter was  to  be  honestly  and  punctually  discharged. 

But  what  was  the  prospect  for  the  treasury? 
Why,  so  far  as  appeared  by  a  document  before 
them,  the  revenue  for  1843  would  not  exceed 
113.000,000.  He  disapproved,  then,  of  the  com- 
mencement of  new  works,  which  might  end  in  ex- 
penditures they  knew  not  how  great,  and-  last  Ihey 
knew  notho^  long.  The  customhouses  of  both 
New  York  and  Boston  afforded  examples  for  their 
admonition,  and  showed  the  necessity  of  strictly 
guarding  at  the  outset  agai^t  improper  appropria- 
tions. 

By  a  statement  published  in  the  Madisonian 
of  this  morning,  it  appeared  that  there  were  out- 
sunding  treasury  notes  amounting  to  |11,731,- 
337  €9;  and  if  to  this^were  added  the  amount  of 
loans,  they  had  an  existing  debt  exceeding  |^5,- 
000,000.  This  was  a  fact  which  spoke  so  loudly 
for  itself,  that  he  would  abstain  from  further  otoer- 
vation. 

Mr.  WELLER,  in  the  course  of  some  observa- 
tions, was  understood  to  say  that  if  this  bill  had 
propoeed  to  make  appropriations  for  Northern 


custom-houses  or  rivers,  or  Southern  harbors  tliM 
would  have  heard  nothing  there  of  theembarrta2 
state  of  the  treasury,  or  of  constitutional  object 
He  rejoiced,  however,  that  in  the  next  (jomm 
the  West  would  be  more  equitably  repro^M 
and  then  she  would  do  justice  to  herself.  He  de^ 
fended  the  Delegate  from  Iowa  from  the  navu. 
ranted  interpretation  which  the  gentleman  fron 
New  York  [Mr.  Roosbvslt]  had  given  to  his  bu>. 
tion;  adding  that  the  Delegate  had  expreajf 
adopted  such  a  couifc  as  promised  the  ^tmi 
amount  of  good. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  briefly  advocated  the  appn). 
priation  proposed  to  be  made  by  this  bill;  ud  tben 
moved  that  it  be  laid  aside,  to  be  repotted  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  renew  thstmend. 
ment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  lows,  [Blr.  1 
C.  DoDSK.]  He  advocated  the  propriety  of  the 
appropriation,  and  condented  that  it  would  opn 
the  avenues  to  the  Territory,  and  thereby  gtTs  it 
an  influx  of  population. 

The  question  was  taken  en  the  amendment  jait 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (appn* 
printing  |50,000  to  the  removal  of  obstnii^ 
in  the  Mississippi  river  at  Des  Moines  npi^] 
and  the  Chair  reported  51  in  the  afirmatin. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  (to  see  if  a  qnomavu 
present,)  and  they  reported  ayes  77,  noes  39. 

So  there  was  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  demanded  that  die  Cm 
be  reported  to  the  Hooee. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  was  informed  (hit 
there  was  a  quorum  in  the  hall,  and  ordered  die  telien 
to  take  the  vote  again. 

The  tellers  reported  1^7  ft  the  alBrmatife,  beiig 
evidently  a  majoritv. 

So  the  amendmefft  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  DODGE,  the  eommittei 
took  up  "a  bill  concerning  the  LegisUtive  Aaenblf 
of  Wisconsin.'* 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  wished  to  hear  sow 
reason  for  the  appropriation  contained  in  this  biD. 

Mr.  POPE  explained  that  it  wu  neee88uy,ia 
order  to  enable  the  Legislative  Assembly  to  meet 
Tliere  was  now  no  appropriation,  and  the  Gtovcnor 
refused  to  co-operate  with  them  until  in  ippiD- 
priation  should  be  made,  and  their  ntetioglegtl* 
ized. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  biD. 
He  thought  it  had  not  been  reported  with  doe  m* 
tideration.  He  wished  the  commiuee  to  eoonfcr 
well  before  they  decided  whether  the  Govoiioror 
theL^lature  of  Wisconsin  was  right. 

Mr.  POPE  explained  the  bill.  The  LegisldTe 
Assembly  supposed  they  had  assembled  **9ttsrim 
to  law;»'  and,  therefore,  those  words  weroiiKfw 
in  the  bill.  At  his  suggestion,  they  were  strieta 
out,  so  as  to  leave  it  an  open  question  wbedier  tM 
Assembly  met,  according  to  law,  in  Deeember. 

Mr.  WARREN  wished  to  know  why  itwii» 
ees»ry  for  the  Legislatore  to  sit  50  days. 

Mr.  POPE  explained.  According  to  Itv,iha 
Territorial  Legislatures  were  allowed  to  sii75«ji. 
But,  in  consequence  of  the  expenses  which  hidtft 
be  incurred,  in  the  shape  of  mileage,  Ac,  it  m 
meeting  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  DeeemKr, 
the  committee  thought  proper  to  limit  the  lenoi 
to  be  held  to  50  days.  .   , 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  referred  to  the  Uw 
passed  at  a  former  session  of  Congress,  sadisM 
if  it  did  not  prohibit  sessions  of  Territorial  Anea- 
blie^  from  being  held  without  aa  express  appropn- 
ation  being  first  made.  , 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  law. 

Mr.  DEAN  explained  the  organic  lawof  m 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  on  this  subject  TbalB- 
quired  that  there  should  be  a  meedag  of  IM 
Legislative  Assembly  on  the  first  If onday  n  De- 
cember of  every  year.  When  the  Gottfnor  it- 
fused  to  meet  them,  on  the  ground  *tt  ui«»  w 
no  appropriation,  they  adjourned.  Now,  the  »• 
jeg  of  this  bill  was  to  pay  them  for  their  meeUf 
offthis  occasion,  according  to  the  law  of  theTK- 
ritory.  Important  business  required  Uieir  any 
meeting;  and  he  hoped  the  biU  would  be  pui^; 

Mr.  BBIGGS  wished  to  hfir  the  facte.  A« » 
lastaenioBof  Gongresa^aUw  was  piaed|fiuq 
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proTided  that  no  seiBion  of  a- Territorial  Assembly 
should  be  held,  naiess  an  appropriation  had  pre- 
TioDsly  been  made.  [Sereral  members:  "An  ap- 
propriation was  made."]  Now,  be  wished  to 
know  whether  the  appropriation  was  made  for  the 
meeting  in  December  last. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  said  an  appropriation  was 
made  in  the  ei?il  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 
of  1849. 

The  Clerk  read  a  elaase  from  that  bill,  which 
appropriated  {90,000  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
tte  ligislatiTe  A^mbly  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
the  appropriation  was  for  services  past  or  pro> 
spectiTe. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  explained.  That  appropria- 
tion was  for  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  1843,  bnt 
was  misapplied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory, 
and  applied  to  the  payment  of  arrearages  and  old 
debts  of  the  Territory.  That  officer  contended 
that  he  had  ample  reasons  to  justify  him  in  so  do- 
ing. If,  then,  the  Secretary  misapplied  the  funds 
for  the  payment  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  it  was 
not  their  fault. 

Mr.  D.  pressed  upon  the  committee  the  neces- 
sity of  passing  this  bill.  ,  There  was  now  do  legis- 
blare,  and  none  could  be  assembled  until  the  bill 
was  passed.  Bvtrything  was  now  in  tiie  hands  of 
theGfovemor.  All  appointments  were  made  by 
him,  witbont  check  or  control  from  any  body  of 
cotmsellors. 

Mr.  BRIGK38  said  that  he  was  not  precisely  re- 
lieved from  his  difficulties.  If  he  understood  the 
gentleman,  he  said  that  the  money  was  appro- 
priated for  one  purpose,  but  that  the  Governor  ap- 
plied it  to  another. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  without  intending  to  enter 
into  the  present  controversy,  begged  leave  to  make 
an  explanation.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
an  appropriation  was  made  for  this  Territory,  for 
the  year  1848.  In  recommending  the  appropria- 
tions, however,  the  Ck)mmittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
foBud  claims  for  very  large  arrearages,  which  they 
refused  to  allow;  a^d  they  only  recommended  the 
amount  of  appropriation  that  had  been  made  the 
jcar  before.  When  the  bill  came  up  in  the  House, 
a  motion  was  made  to  insert  an  appropriation  for 
arrearages,  which  was  rejected.  The  bill  then 
went  to  the  Senate;  and  finally,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  these  arrearages  in  future,  a  section  was 
inserted,  providing  that,  hereafter,  no  seskiensof  the 
Territorial  LegisUtores  shall  be  held  without  an 
appropriation  from  Congress  to  pay  them. 

This  was  the  state  of  the  case,  so  far  as  the 
Committee  efWays  and  Means  was  concerned. 
He  did  not  see  bow  it  applied  to  the  present  quea- 
tionr. 

Mr.  ADABdS  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision 
for  mileage  and  per  diem  for  the  members  of  tiie 
Legislature  of  Iowa,  who  met  on  the  first  Monday 
of  Deoember  last,  and  whom  the  Governifr  refused 
to  communicate  with,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  appropriation  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  MORGAN  read  a  communication  from 
Governor  Doty  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  show 
that  the  session  of  the  Legislature  was  illegal;  and 
that  there  was  no  money  to  pay  them.  Mr.  M. 
went  on  to  argue  that  this  fact  was  known  to  the 
members  of  the  Ljf^islature. 

Mr.  POPE  said  that  no  appropriation  was  asked 
in  this  bill — the  appropriation  having  been  already 
made  at  the  last  session;  and  all  that  was  now  ask- 
edy  was  to  direct  the  proper  application  of  it.  In 
May  last.  Congress  made  the  appropriation  for  th^ 
year  1843,  having  no  reference  to  past  debts;  and, 
contrary  to  law,  the  money  was  applied  to  pay 
them. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  said  that  the  whole 
matter  lamed  upon  ihe  single  point,  whether  the  ' 
members  of  the  Legislature  had  any  knowledge 
that  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  was  expend- 
ed, and  that  there  wan  no  money  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  POPE  said  that  there  was  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  Legislature  had  any  such  knowledge. 
They  met  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  p#- 
snant  to  adjournment;  and  the  Governor  had  made 
no  prodanaation  directing  them  not  to  meet.  There 
was  no  difficulty  in  the  case.  The  only  question 
was,  whether  these  men,  for  the  short  time  they 


met,  without  any  knowledge  that  the  Governor  dis- 
approved of  their  meeting  till  they  assembled  to* 
gether,  should  be  paid. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Anins^s 
amendment,  resulting  in  ayes  54,  noes  not  counted; 
but  there  not  being  a  quorum  present,  there  was  no 
decision. 

Mr.  CUSHING  wished  to  ask  one  question,  on 
the  answer  to  which  would  depend  his  vote:  Did 
Uie  organic  law  ef  the  Territory  authorize  this 
meeting  of  the  Legislaturel 

Mr.  POPE  said  that  it  did. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McEAT,  the 
reading  of  the  law  providing  for  the  sessions  of  the 
Legislature  was  called  for  by  several;  and  that, 
together  with  the  provision  in  the  appropriation 
bill  of  the  last  session,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Fillmoub, 
was  read. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  that  it  appeared  that  the 
law  authorized  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory 
to  fix  upon  the  time  of  its  meetings;  and  that  they 
did  fix  upon  the  first  Monday  in  December  of  every 
year.  Now,  these  were  two  leading  facts;  snd  he 
wished  to  know  whether  gentlemen  contended  that 
the  laws  above  stated  were  repealed  by  the  proviso 
in  the  appropriation  bill  noticed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  FiLLMoan.]  He  contended 
that  they  were  not  repealed,  and  that  the  Legislature 
met  in  pursuance  of  law.  He  contended  also 
that  there  was  an  appropriation  to  pay  them;  for 
the  appropriation  was  made  for  the  year  1842, 
and  they  met  in  December  of  that  year.  Now,  if 
the  Governor  had  applied  the  money  to  any  other 
purpo8e,or  withheld  it  from  them,  it  was  no  fault 
of  theirs.  Mr.  W.  said  that  be  would  not  only 
vote  for  paying  them,  but  he  would  pass  a  severe 
censure  on  any  Governor,  State  or  Territorial,  who 
would  dare  to  make  a  rump  parliament  of  a  Le|[is- 
lature  meeting  under  an  organic  law. 

Some  explanations  were  made,  and  some  con- 
versation ensued,  between  Messrs.  BRIGGS, 
FILLMORE,  WISE,  and  CUSHING,  respecting 
the  appropriation  for  the  Territorial  Legislature. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  understood  that  there  was  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  during  the  month  of  December,  which 
embraced  the  greater  part  of  their  session. 

Mr.  WISE  took  the  same  view;  but  said  that 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  had  applied  that  mo- 
ney to  pay  arrearages  ef  the  Legislature;  and  he 
complained  that  this  was  a  trick  on  the  legislation 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  MORGAN  entered  into  some  explanations. 

Mr.  MEDILL  handsd  to  the  Clerk  a  report 
from  a  committee  of  the  Territorial  Legislature, 
which  entered  into  the  great  question  involved  in 
the  difference  between  that  body  and  the  Governor, 
and  the  legality  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature. 
He  called  upon  the  Clerk  to  read  this  report  for  the 
information  of  the  committee. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
^which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  EVERETT  and  Mr.  WISE  continued  the 
debate. 

Mr.  HOWARD  defended  Governor  Doty,  and 
read  from  a  pamphlet  to  show  that  he  had  been 
guided  in  his  action  en  the  subject  in  dispute,  by 
an  act  of  (he  Legislature  of  the  Territory,  passed 
the  15th  February,  1849,  from  which  he  read  an 
extract. 

He  then  went  on  to  vindicate  Governor  Doty, 
and  to  charge  that  the  faults  found  with  him  to-day 
were  intended  to  be  made  the  ground  of  an  applica- 
'tion  for  his  removal.  He  vindicated  Governor  D., 
and  expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  that  officer 
was  quite  as  competent  to  decide  questions  of  law 
as  the  Liegistative  Assembly. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  several  bills  laid  aside  to  be  re- 
ported. 

The  vote  was  taken,  and  resulted  ayes  58, 
noes  58— no  quorum. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  who  reported  ayes  58» 
noes  59-^no  quorum. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  fact 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  Uiat  the  House  adjourn. 


I^e  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
repulted— yeas  58,  naya  73. 

The  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  Uiat,  in  any  view  of 
the  case,  the  Legislature  ought  to  be  paid.  Sup- 
pose the  at^propriation  of  |30,000  was  designed  to 
apply  to  the  preqading  session,  and  that  the  money 
was  properly  applied  by  Governor  Doty.  Then, 
the  Legislature  meeting  at  their  annual  session, 
without  having  any  information  that  the  appro- 
priation was  exhausted,  and  that  there  was  no 
money  to  pay  them,  ceruinly  ought  *to  be  paid. 
On  the  oUier  hand,  if  the  appropriation  was  for  that 
session,  and  the  money  was  misapplied  by  Gov- 
ernor Doty,  they  baving*no  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
still  they  ought  to  be  paid.  In  either  view  of  the 
case,  the  money  was  justly  due  them)  hnd  they 
ou^ht  to  have  it. 

The  question  was  again  put  on'  Mr.  Adams^ 
amendment,  resulting  in  ayes  35,  noes  70. 

No  quorum  voting,  tellers  were  called  for,  and 
ordered;  and  the  vote  being  again  taken,  resulted 
in  ayes  34,  noes  71. 

The  committee  then  being  still  without  a  quo- 
rum, rose,  and  reported  the  fact  to  the  Honae. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  Uie  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  in  yeas  53t 
nays  58. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn* 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  rose,  and  said  that 
there  was  no  use  in  moving  a  call  of  the  House. 
He  never  knew  any  good  to  result  from  it,  and  he 
would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  best  tiling  they 
could  do  would  be  to  adjourn. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

FaiDAT,  February  3, 1843. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Clark  county,  Ohio,  residing  on  the  line  of  the 
Cumberland  road  from  Springfield  to  the  Indiana 
line,  remonstrating  against  the  proposed  change  in 
the  location  of  the  road,  and  asking  for  an  appro- 
priation for  its  continuation:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  fVom  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  relating  to  the  judgment  by  which 
Mr.  Kendall  is  now  deprived  of  his  personal  lib- 
erty, and  urging  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of 
relieving  him,  by  satisfying  the  judgment:  refened 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  ^ 

Mr.  EVANS  presenteS  a  memorial'  from  citi- 
zens of  Eastport,  Maine,  connected  with  the  ship* 
ping  interest,  complaining  of  the  depressed  state  of 
that  interest,  and  attributing  it  to  the  want  of  reci- 
procity in  the  commercial  regulations  between  the 
United  Spates  and  the  nations  with  which  she  trades; 
and  praying  such  alterations  in  those  regulations, 
consistent  with  treaty  stipulations,  as  will  produce 
greater  reciprocity:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  petition  fh>m 
John  H.  Sherburne,  asking  compensation  for  ser- 
vices under  appointment  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, rendered  in  connexion  with  the  removal  of 
the  Indians  from  Florida:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  presented  memorials  from 
Ithaca,  Rochester,  Jefferson  county,  Cayuga  eoun- 
ty,  New  York,  one  from  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  one  from  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  remon- 
strating against  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law: 
rtferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
chiefs  and  principal  meu  of  the  Stockbridge  and 
Monsee  tribes  of  Indians,  in  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, on  the  subject  of  the  bill  before  Congress 
containing  provisions  for  those  Indian^  to  become 
citizens  of  the  United  Statefe:  referred  to  the  Ci>m- 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs- 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  it  was 

ReMoivedt  That  the  Commiuee  on  Indian  Afialiabeinatmctad 
to  inquire  if  any  (and,  if  any,  what)  legialatiye  meaaurea  are  ne* 
cenarr  to  secure  the  Shawnee  tribe  of  Indiane  the  payment  of 
inteiest  on  moneys  invested  by  the  United  States  Knr  the  sakt 
tribe,  under  the  4tb  arttcle  of  the  treaty  of  1801. 


^38 


CONOtlESStONAL  OLOBE. 


Mr.  B.  presented  documents  relating  to  tbe  sub- 
ject; which  were  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  tbe  creation  of  a 
Government  stock  of  |200,000,000,  based  on  the 
pablic  domain,  to  be  divided  among  the  States  and 
Territories,  in  a  representative  p^»portion:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  concerning  tbe 
operations  of  the  bankrnpt  law.  The  memorialists 
state  that  they  are  aware  that  some  good  may 
grow  oat  of  that  law;  but  tbe  preponderance  of  the 
evil  is  80  great,  that,  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
c^es,  it  is  absolute  oppression  and  tyranny :  and 
they  ask  for  its  repeal.  The  memorial  was  ordered 
to  Ue  on  the  table,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
being  about  to  report  on  ihe  subject. 

Mr.  BBNTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the 
rule,  viz: 

Retolvedf  That  the  President  be  requeeted  (so  far  ai  it  may 
be  compatible  with  the  pablic  interest)  to  commuoicate  to  the 
SeoBte  copies  of  any  remonstrance  or  protest  addressed  by 
Ctenerat  Gus,  EnToy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  to  that  Gov* 
emment,  against  the  ratification,  by  France,  of  the  quintuple 
treaty,  and  of  all  corrcepondence  between  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States  and  France,  and  of 'all  communica- 
tions from  Uie  said  General  Cass  to  his  own  Government,  and 
from  this  Government  to  him,  relating  thereto,  and  relating  to 
the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  leaye  was  gfanted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
purpose  of  transmitting  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee in  the  other  House  the  petition  and  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  claim  of  Jenkins  and 
Liangtry. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties  on  rail- 
road iron;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  House  bills  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Farnham,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  and  heirs  of  William  Lomax, 
reported  them  back,  without  amendment,  and  with 
reports  (which  were  ordered  to  be  printed)  recom« 
mending  their  indefinite  postponement. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass,  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jonathan  Britton. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, (to  which  had  been  referred  Senate  bill  to 
repeal  the  bankrupt  law,  and  a  similar  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  memorials  and 
resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  repeal,)  made  a 
report,  recommending  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  Senate  bill,  andreported  back  the  House  bill 
with  an  entTe  substitute  for  it.  He  asked  for  the 
printing  of  the  report  and  substitute  for  the  bill; 
which  WIS  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  that  1,500  copies 
additional  to  the  usual  quaatiiy  of  the  report  and 
bill  be  printed. 

Mr.  KINQ  inquired  whether  it  was  a  detailed 
report. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  remarked  that  the  report  and 
bill  were  of  great  length.  The  committee  had 
gone  into  an  examination  of  all  the  questions  con- 
nected with  the  8U^ject  which  K^d  been  presented 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  through  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  of  the  decisions  of 
the  judges  of  the  district  courts  under  that  law. 

Mr.  KING  could  not  perceive  why  they  should 
print  an  extra  qnantity  of  this  report.  The  obj^t 
of  the  report,  he  presumed,  was  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  had  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  If  it 
was  intended  that  the  report  should  be  printed  for 
circulation,  with  a  view  to  base  the  response  of  the 
country  upon  if,  t>efore  tbe  action  of  the  Senate  on 
the  bill,  be  would  only  say  that  it  must  fail  of  its 
object;  for  the  action  of  the  Senate  will,  no  doabt, 
have  taken  place  before  such  response  could  be  re- 
ceived. If  the  report  was  not  a  very  voluminous 
one,  it  would  find  its  way  into  the  newspapers,  and 
be  circulated  much  sooner  than  it  could  be  by  the 
other  mode.  He  did  not  presume  that,  at  this 
aliort  session,  any  return  of  public  opiuion  could 


be  had  before  the  action  M  Ihe  Senate:  the  expense 
of  printing  would,  therefore,  be  uselessly  incurred* 
He  hoped  it  would  not  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALUMIADGE  remarked  that  the  expense 
of  printing  the  additional  quantity  proposed  would 
be  very  trifling.  After  it  was  printed,  be  had  no 
doubt  there  would  be  calls  for  it  from  every  part  of 
the  country.  As  to  whether  there  would  be  time, 
before  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  bill,  to  have 
a  response  from  the  people  on  the  report  and  bill 
of  the  committee,  he  would  only  say  that  there  was 
a  possibility,  at  least;  and  he  might  express  the  hope 
that,  after  the  report  shall  have  been  examined, 
Senators  on  the  other  side,  even,  would  be  con- 
vinced that  the  law  should  remain  on  the  statute- 
book. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that,  if  the  report  was 
not  long,  he  would  like  to  hear  it  read. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  that  the  report 
was  a  voluminous  one;  and  there  was  a 
long  bill  accompanying  it,  which  the  commit- 
tee propose  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  which 
pasaed  the  House.  Mr.  B.  then  stated,  in 
substance,  that  the  substitute  proposed  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  voluntary  clause  of  the  previous  law 
ks  allowed  any  person,  on  his  own  application,  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  law;  that  it  proposed  to 
make  the  declaration  of  insolvency  \coaform  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  pf  6  William  IV;  that  it 
leaves  it  to  the  option  of  the  creditor  to  suspend 
action  after  a  declaration  of  insolvency,  or  to  pro- 
ceed to  close  up  the  affairs  of  the  debtor,  under 
such  declaration  of  insolvency;  that  the  remain- 
ing psrt  of  the  law  was  so  amended  as  to  confine 
its  provisions  to  what  are  technically  called  tra- 
ders; that  it  proposed  to  make  the  consent  of  a 
majority  in  amount  of  the  creditors  necessary  to 
the  granting  of  a  certificate  to  a  bankrupt.  He^ 
said  there  were  other  important  alterations  which 
he  could  not  cite  from  memory. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  print  the 
additional  quantity,  and  decided  in  the  afiirmative 
— ayes  16,  noes  14. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gale. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Afi!airs,  reported  adversely  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill  from  the  House,  for  the  relief  of  Anne  W. 
Angus:  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  KERR,  f^om  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
under  instruction  from  that  committee,  moved  to 
print  the  annual  report  oF  the  Commission  of  Pat- 
ents; and  also  to  print  a  quantity  in  addition  to 
the  usual  number:  the  motions  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  MILLER  gave  notice  that  he  would  on 
Monday  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  and  consider 
the  bill  for  repairing  and  repaving  Pennsylvania 
avenue. 

The  PRESIDENT  j»ro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
transmitting  a  report  showing  the  number  of  clerks 
and  other  persons  employed  in  that  department  dn 
ring  the  year  1843,  and  their  salaries:  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  snp- 
plementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,*' 
approved  Jane,  1838;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  unfinished  debate  on  the  bill  for  the  occu« 
paiion  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  Territory, 
came  up  as  the  special  order — the  question  pending 
being  to  recommit  tbe  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  being  entitled  to  the  floor  from 
yesterday  evening,  addressed  the  Senate  for  about 
an  hour,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bsirroir^s  remarks  of  yes- 
terday. 

He  confined  himself  chiefly  to  that  portion  of 
the  ppeeeh  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  uhich  re- 
lated to  the  treaty  lately  settled  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain,  and  particularly  touching 
the  Northwest  boundary  at  this  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  between  the  Lake  of  the  Wooda  and 
Lake  Superior.    The  force  of  Mr.  Cfi  argument 


was  to  show  diat  the  true  boundary  line  moM 
by  tbe  treaty  of  1783  was  that  adopted  by  tbeUM 
\j  of  1842.  First,  he  held  that,  at  the  \\ntZ 
other  route  was  known  than  that  by  tbe  GraadPort. 
age  and  southern  chain  of  water  and  portage  eon. 
munication;  and  that  the  northern  water  onm, 
nication  never  had  been  travelled,  or,  if  it  had  thai 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  could  not  prodaeepiDof 
that,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  tbe  year  ym 
a  human  being  had  ever  passed  from  Lake  SaperiTr 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  by  the  northern  route. 
In  support  of  his  view  that  the  Portage  route  vai 
the  boundary  line  intended  by  the  treaty  of  178} 
he  adverted  to  various  documentary  and  histoiicai 
evidences,  and  referred  to  the  English  mapsofibe 
day,  and  the  writings  of  persons  belongiog  to  ibe 
Northwest  fur  companies.  He  insisted  that,  vIkr 
he  was  able  to  produce  such  a  qaa^tity  of  w, 
current  testimony  in  support  of  his  position,  lod 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  not  hitherto  po. 
duced  a  particle  of  evidence  in  proof  of  his,  the 
conclusion  was  inevitable  that  the  soathern  tm 
was  that  intended  by  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  then. 
fore  tbe  treaty  of  1849,  instead  of  altering  the 
boundary  line,  had  merely  carried  out,  in  faet,(be 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  old  treaty. 

Mr.  BENTON  assured  the  Senator  thatbispnofs 
of  the  northern  line  being  the  proper  one  wereabtu- 
dant  and  overwhelming.  He  had  a  point  now,  vhieh 
he  meant  to  stick  to,  until  the  attention  of  the  Aoer> 
ican  people  was  fixed  upon  it;  and  that  was,  thatthdr 
interests  had  been  sacrificed  to  British  inteiesis, 
and  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States  bad 
been  removed  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  thi 
British,  and  to  the  irreparable  injury  of  oar  ovi 
country.    He  took  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  read  its 
provisions  in  relation  to  tbe  boundary  line  betitta 
the  Lake  of  the  Wooda  and  Lake  Snperior,  aid 
showed  that  they  explicitly  and  ezpresaly  men* 
tioned  that  from  Pigeon  river  the  water  conmoii- 
cation  was  to  be  followed  for  tracing  the  liie. 
Now,   the  northern    water  commonicatioa  froa 
Pigeon  river  IS  continuous,  with  the  exception  of  i 
portage  of  C5I7  paces;  whereas  the  sonihern  roite 
is  not,  strictly  sf^king,  a  water  coamnnieatkn, 
but  a  route  partly  water  and  partly  portage-the 
portage  amounting,  altogether,  to  S7  miles,  it 
was  easy  to  see  that  tbe  term  "water  commoaiea- 
tion'*  could  only  apply  to  the  northern  rovte;  aid 
that  nothing  but  a  strained  constraetion,  to  gin 
the  British  all  the  benefit  of  the  mere  technwal- 
ity  that  there  was  no  continuous  water  eoauna* 
nication,   could  ihave  been  adopted  to  fix  npoa 
the   portage   route   aa  the  boundary  line  ntnit 
by    tbe    treaty   of   1783.      He   then  compand 
the  most   accurate  American  map  lately  pab- 
lished,  in   which  all  tbe  land  and  water  maito 
are  accurately  laid  down,  with  the  wording  of  tic 
treaty  of  1783*,  and  proved  that  there  wassach  i 
circumstantial  corroboration  that  the  northen line 
was  the  trne  boundary  line  meant,  that  it  was ia- 
possible  to  avoid  that  conclusion,  unless  a  predefer* 
mination  existed  to  interpret  everything  jastastfae 
British  wished.  The  British  themselves,  antilltH, 
never  thought  of  any  other  line;  or  why  woaM 
they  then  a«k  in  such  gentle  language  for  a  reris^ 
ion  of  the  boundary  line?     Why  did  they,  ia 
1802,  remove  from  the  Grand.  Portage  to  a  posi- 
tion 50  miles  north,  but  to  get  off  onr  territory, 
and  escape  paying  duties  to  us  for  goods  broagk 
within  what  they  then  knew  was  our  territory? 
Mr.  B.  read  various  historical  facts  concemiBg 
Mr.  Jay's  treaty  of  1794,  which  treaty  was  not  to 
go  into  efifect  till  179^  to  show  that  it  was  in  eon- 
sequence  of  Hr.  Jay*s  refusal  to  give  the  Biiitffa 
fur  company  any  joint  right  of  commnnieaiioa 
south  of  the  northern  water  communication,  that 
they  had  to  remove,  in  1803,  fifty  miirs  north, 
where  they  remained  forty  years,  till  brought  ba^ 
by  our  Secretary-negotiator  in  1843,  and  allowed 
the  exclusive  occupation  of  the  portage  rooie- 
for  it  was   idle   to  call  it   a  joint  occapauoa, 
as  our  citizens' could  not  attempt  anythiag  join- 
P  about   it,  without    subjecting   tbeaL-etves  to 
be  waylaid  and  shot  down  by  the  compaBy^V' 
lies,  their  Indian  bloodhounds.    This  compacyt 
which  could  now  command  twelve  hundred  of  la 
own  men,  congregated  on  the  northern  bank  of  A^ 
row  river,  within  a  stonc*8  throw  of  our  territory, 
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bad  been  Urns  adyantageously  plaeed  for  British 
interests,  in  every  way  adverse  to  oar  interests^— in 
a  position  better  than  they  occupied  last  war,  when 
it  cost  as  sixty  millions  of  dollars  to  defend  oar- 
selves  against  iheir  aggressions,  and  those  of  their 
bloodhoand  allies^  the  Indians.    Oar  Secretary«ne- 
gotiator,  stadlons  of  promoting  British  interests 
and  prostrating  those  of  his  own  coantry,  had  al- 
lowed thisHadson  Bay  Company  a  joint  ase  of  oar 
portage  roate,  entirely  within  oar  own  territory, 
and  the  only  commercial  roate  in  the  whole  region; 
and  had  exempted  their  goods  from  the   dnties 
which  oar   own  citisens  wonld  have  to  pay  on 
them'    He  had  precladed  dhr  citizens  from  com* 
petiDg  with  them  on  eqnal  terms,  and  called  this  a 
Joint  nse,  where  everything  shoald  be  exclasively 
•  fdvantageotts  te  the  British.    Yet  this  was  the  ef. 
feet  of  a  treaty  which  the  Senator  from  Massacha- 
setts  called  upon  as  to  thank  Ood  Almighty  and 
Daniel  Webster  for  having  blessed  as  with.    He 
also  tells  as  of  the  insignificance  of  this  mere  ase 
of  the  portage,  wkich  he  considers  of  mer^matoal 
ooavenienee.    But  how  is  it  that  4he  Briii&h  are  so 
oovetoas  of  everything  worthless  that  belongs  to  as? 
If  sQch  things  are'  so  valueless,  why  are  they  at 
sach  pain&  to  attain  themi    Itlsbecaaae  they  arc 
of  inestimable  value  in  their  far-reaching  policy. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  negotiations  with  oar 
eommissioners,  and  General  Porter^  refosal  to  ac- 
cede to  the  British  propositions,  on  the  ground  that 
be  had  no  ftuthority  to  depart  from  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  of  1783.  He  quoted  the  correspond- 
eooe  and  negotiations  of  CTery  period  since 
1783,  in  which  any  effort  was. made  by  Qreat 
Britain  to  get  a  revision  of  the  boundary  line; 
and  condaded  by  showing  that  the  present  Sec- 
retary of  State*had  done  what  all  previous  Ameri- 
can  statesmen,  negotiators,  and  administrations 
had,  with  true  American  hearts,  and  feelings  alive 
to  American  interests,  atterly  refused  to  do.  It 
was  now,  for  the  first  time,  that  an  American  ne- 
gotiator, with  British  interests  at  heart— an  Ameii- 
can  negotiator  whose  feelings  thronghoat  the  late 
war  were  with  the  British;  and  who,  after  the  mas- 
sacre at  the  river  Baisin,  asked  us  if  that  was  the 
entertainment  to  which  we  were  invited; — it  was 
now,  for  the  fljrst  time,  that  we  had  an  American 
negotiator  capable  of  sacrificing  the  interests  of  his 
coantry  for  British  interests — of  altering  ourboand- 
ary  line  to  the  entire  aggrandizement  of  England, 
and  the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States;  and  to 
give  a  British  trading  company  an  exemption  from 
duties  in  onr  own  territory,  to  which  our  citizens, 
in  competition  with  them,  are  sabjeeted.  Bat  it 
was  all  of  a  piece  with  the  favor  he  showed  the 
British  thronghoat  the  late  war,  and  corresponds 
with  the  part  he  took  against  his  own  country. 

Mr.  B.  rejoiced  that  he  had  at  last  roased  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  importance  of  this 
question  aboot  the  Northwest  boundary  line.  He 
should  now  stick  to  it  until  the  whole  country  was 
roased  up  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  matter. 
The  people  of  the  United  Stales  should  see  how 
their  Secretary-negotiator  had  sacrificed  their  in- 
terests and  rights  of  their  country  to  the  same  Brit* 
ish  power  whose  advocate  he  was  in*  war.  They 
shall  see  that  there  is  a  striking  conformity  be- 
tween his  negotiations  now,  and  his  speeches  do? 
ring  that  war.  * 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQB  said  as  he  had  been  re- 
qoested  to  state  to  the  Senate  the  opinion  he  enter- 
tained as  to  the  general  correctness  of  the  account 
given  by  Mr.  McGillivray  respecting  the  North- 
western boundary,  he  could  only  say  that,  as  far 
as  Mr.  McGillivray  himself  was  concerned,  be 
was  a  man  whose  character,  reputation,  and  stand- 
ing, rendered  his  statements,  in  his  (Mr.  W.'s) 
opinion,  worthy  of  the  fullest  credence.  Mr.  W. 
proceeded  to  sute  that  Mr.  McGillivray,  who  had^ 
been  a  highly  respected  member  cf  the  Colonial 
Government  of  Canada,  had  brou|(ht  upon  him- 
self the  censure  of  the  British  ministry  by  the 
course  he  took  in  regard  to  that  boundary,  because 
it  was  considered  more  favorable  'to  this  country 
than  to  Great  Britain.  No  one  could  be  better 
able  than  that  gentleman  was  to  give  an  accttratr  ac- 
count of  the  sitnatton  of  the  country,  for  no  man 
was  better  acquainted  with  its  true  situation. 

Mr*  CHOATB  said  he  presamed  th^rwe  now 


had  the  whole  proof  which  the  honorable  Senator 
*  from  Missouri  was  able  to  adduce  in  support  of  his 
position.  And  in  what  did  it  consist?  There  was 
nothing  but  this  map  which  the  honorable  Senator 
had  exhibited  to  them.  [Mr.  Bkntoii.  There  are 
forty  others.]  But  those  we  had  not  seen.  He 
had  asked  the  honorable  Senator  to  go  back  as  far 
as  the  year  1783,  and  give  any  evidence  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  reasonable  ground  of  belief  that  his 
position  was  correct;  and  he  referred  him  to  a  map 
made  in  the  year  1839,  by  a  patriotic  countryman 
of  his  own,  who  knew  nothing  about  the  matter 
which  was  now  the  subject  in  dispute.  The  Sena- 
tor declared  that  there  were  forty  other  maps  which 
wonld  show  the  same  thing.  He  (Mr.  Cboatb) 
believed  Iffi  might  safely  aver  that  every  one  of 
the  forty  was  equally  at  fault  in  respect  to  this 
matter. 

It  was  well  known  to  every  one  that  it  was 
Mitchell's  map  which  had  been  the  main  guide 
in  the  formation  of  treaties.  He  prayed  the  atten- 
.tioa  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  and  of  the 
Senate  to  Mitchell's  map,  which  he  now  exhib- 
ited to  them.  Our  own  patriotic  diplomatists  had 
said  of  Mitchell's  map,  that,  though  in  some  re- 
spects erroneous,  it  was  npon  the  whole  -  the  best, 
and  we  ought  to  Ktick  to  it.  This  map  furnished 
additional  evidence  in  favor  of  the  southern  route. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  argue  that  the 
southern  route  had  always  been  the  recognised 
boundary,  and  that  no  change  had  been  made  in 
it  under  the  late  treaty;  that  it  remained  pre- 
cisely as  settled  by  Mr.  Jay's  treaty;  and  he  again 
called  npon  the  Senator  from  Missouri  to  produce 
evidence  to  sustain  the  position  he  had  taken. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  Senator  had  rejected  the 
testimony  of  his  own  countrymen,  and  had  taken 
that  of  the  British.  The  gentleman  seemed  willing 
to  rely  upon  this  British  map  in  this  case,  although 
he  would  not  permit  it  to  be  any  authority  in  the 
case  of  the  Northeastern  boundary.  If  the  gen- 
tleman was  so  fond  of  citing  British  authorities,  he 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  examining  the 
affidayiis  of  eight  of  the  Northwest  Company. 

He  was  now  done  with  the  matter  for  the  pres* 
ent;  but  he  would  yet  demonstrate  to  the  Amer- 
ican people,  that  the  line  had  been  aliered,  and  in- 
gloriously  altered.    ^ 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  whole  of  the  Senate  must 
be  sensible  that  this  debate  had  gone  far  enough. 
He  hoped  it  would  •low  Le  terminated.  He  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  the  motion,  which 
was  before  the  Senate,  for  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee;  for  he  had  been  advised, 
and  had  become  convinced,  that  such  a  motion  was 
irregular  and  unparliancientary.  He  could  not 
persist  in  the  motion,  although  he  still  desired  to 
attain  the  object  he  had  in  view  in  making  it — 
namely,  lo  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  Senate  as  to 
the  propriety  of  retaining  that  clause  which  had 
given  rise  to  so  much  debate.  If  that  object  could 
not  be  accomplished  in  any  other  way,  be  now 
gave  notice  that  he  would  renew  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

Mr.  WALKER  expressed  himself  in  fAVorof 
the  bill  in  its  present  form,  and  had  been  its  advo- 
cate for  five  years.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
misconceived  him,  if  he  onoerstood  him  as  desiring 
to  make  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  provision  by  a 
unanimous  vote.  He  had  merely  suggested  to  the 
gentlemen  favorable  to  the  general  objects  of  the 
bill,  but  opposed  to  the  provision  for  granting 
lands,  that  they  might,  by  unanimons  consent,  be 
allowed  to  be  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  en- 
able them  to  take  a  direct  vote  on  that  point. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia would  see  that  the  motion  to  strike  out  could 
not  come  from  tbe  friends  of  the  bill.  The  Senator 
himself  might  make  it. 

Here  a  conversational  discussion  arose  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  attaining  the  object  of  taking  a  direct 
vote  on  the  land  provision,  and  other  portions  of 
the  bill  considered  objectionable;  jtnd  it  was  at  last 
decided  that  the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  vote  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments of  tbe  committee  of  the  whole,  s^hould  be 
reconsidered;  which  was  done. 
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The  bill  then  came  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole  again;  when 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  stated  that,  to  his  utter 
astonishment,  on  looking  ts  the  map  which  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  had,  when  up  a  few 
moments  ago,  presented  to  the  Senate  as  evidence 
of  the  boundary  line  of  1783,  he  had  found  it  was 
Mitchell's  old  map  of  1755.  When  the  Senator 
argued  from  it,  he  (Mr.  B.)  and,  he  supposed,  all 
the  Senate,  took  it  foi^ ranted  it  was  Mitchell^ 
improved  map  of  some  date  snbsequent  to  the 
treaty  of  1783.  To  his  utier  astonishment,  he 
found  that  a  map  printed  eight-and-twenty  years 
before  the  treaty  of  peace— a  map  printed  in  1755 
— was  brought  forward  to  show  the  boundary  Une 
settled  by  a  treaiy  of  1783 1 

Mr.  CHOATfi  said  he  had  called  for  Mitchell's 
jnap,  and  that  it  had  been  brought  to  him.  His 
object  in  using  it  was  to  show  .the  only  water- 
coarse  known  at  the  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  Hunter's  island 
was  not  laid  down  in  that  map  at  all. 

Here  ihe  subject  of  the  map  dropped,  and  the 
discussion  on  ihe  motion  pending  when  the  inter- 
ruption occurred  was  resumed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  now  made  the  motion  to  strike 
ont  the  clause  of  the  bill  about  which  there  had 
beea  so  much  discnssion,  granting  land  to  settlers 
in  the  Oref^on. 

Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  bill  would  be  useless  and  valueless  without  the 
claase  holding  oat  inducements  for  persons  to  set- 
tle that  teriitory-^the  clause  giving  or  promising 
a  bonus  in  land.  He  would  vote  against  striking 
it  out.  And  if  it  was  stricken  out,  he  would  not 
vote  for  any  appropriation,  conceiving  that  it 
would  then  be  useless.  The  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  settle  the  country;  and  no  settlement  could  be 
obtained  witbont  the  inducement.  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr^  BAGBY  said  he  would  vote  to  strike  out  the 
clause;  bur,  in  thus  voting  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be 
considered  as  an  indication  of  a  change  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  late  treaty.  The  two  subjects  had 
been  connected  in  debating  this  question,  whidi  was 
the  reason  why  he  thought  it  proper  that  he  should 
make  this  declaration.  His  opinions  as  to  the  late 
treaty  had  undergone  no  change. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  understood  to  take  excep- 
tion to  the  manner  in  which  the  vote  was  about  to 
be  taken.  He  understood  that  a  general  consent 
had  been  given  to  a  red  nsideration  of  the  vote  on 
the  engrossment,  and  on  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  to  the  bill,  with  a  view  to 
afford  those  who  had  objections  to  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  besides  the  land  clause,  an  opportunity  to 
have  those  objectionable  parts  removed.  But,  as 
the  question  was  then  presented,  that  opportunity 
could  Rot  be  afforded.  If  the  land  clause  should 
be  stricken  out,  it  would  not  remove  his  objections 
to  the  bill.  He  had  further  objfctions  to  it  It  was 
his  desire  to  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  con- 
form, in  a41  respects,  to  existing  treaty  stipula- 
tions. It  was  important  that  it  should.  With  a 
view  of  preserving  his  inclination  to  produce  such 
conformity,  it  wa.^  necessary  that  the  bill  should  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
Gentlemen  could  strike  out  the  land  provision,  or 
not,  as  it  might  please  them;  but  he  would  stand 
aloof,  if  his  inclination  to  mak^  the  bill  conform 
in  all  its  parys  to  the  treaty  stipulations  could  not 
be  preserved.  It  was  well  known  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  a  majority  of  those  who  had  spoken 
against  the  bill  to  have  it  committed  to  the  Com- 
nfitice  on  Foreign  Relatione;  therefore  the  vote 
about  to  be  taken  could  not  remove  that  desire. 

Some  conversa'ion  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  SEVIER,  WALKER,CALHOUN,  KING, 
and  BUCHANAN,  as  to  the  object  for  which  the 
general  consent  of  the  Senate  had  been  given  to 
admit  a  motion  for  tbe  reconsideration  of  tbe  vote 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill.  The  discussion 
was  ended,  however,  by 

Mr.  CONRAD,  who  renewed  the  motion  (which 
had  be^n  previously  made,  but  withdrawn]  \6  com- 
mit the  bill  to  tbe  Committee-  on  Foreign  Rela* 
tions. 
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Mr.  UNN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
notion;  whieh  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moyed  to  amend  the  motion  to 
commit,  to  as  to  make  it  a  motion  to  commit,  with 
insiractions  to  strike  oat  the  clanae  giving  a  boanty 
in  land. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  ihoved  to  amend  that  amend- 
ment with  the  words  '*and  such  other  parts  as  the 
committee  may  think  expedient.** 

Mr.  ARCHER  *Baggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  to  withdraw  the  amendment  to 
commit  with  instructions.  ,  It  wonld  be  better  to  let 
it  go  to  the  committee  without  limitation. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion, 
and  withdrew  his  proposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
commit  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  33,  nays 
84,  as  follows: 

VEAB— Mean.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Batai,  Bajaid, 
Berr1«D,  Calhoun,  Choata.  Coorad,  Crafla,  DayUNi,  EvaDa, 
Qraham,  Huntln^n,  McDuffie,  Miller,  Porter,  Rivea,  Sim- 
mona,  Spracnt,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridge— 22. 

NATS— Meaars.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Fulton, 


Henderaon,  King,  Linn,  McRolMrta,  Mangiim,  Merrick.  Phelpa, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Wallcer,  White,  WUcox,  WiUiama,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  and  Toung— 24. 

The  question  now  recurring  oit  the  motion  to 
strike  out  ih6  clause  giTing  a  bounty,  in  land,  of 
640  acres  to  each  individual  settler- 
Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  the  motion  to 
commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, with  a  Tiew  to  make  its  provisions  conform 
to  treaty  stipulations,  having  failed,  he  would, 
consequently,  vote  for  striking  out  the  land  clause. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the 
land  clause;  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  83, 
nays  34,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard, 
Berrien,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Conrad.  Crafta,  Dayton,  Erana, 
Graham,  lluntiunon,  McDuffie.  Miller.  Porter,  RiTea,  Sim- 
mona,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridge^-SS. 


NAYi^-Meaara.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Fulton, 
Henderaon,  King,lJnn,  McRobertk  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelpa, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,' Whita,  WUcoz,  WiUiama,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  and  Young— 24. 

The  amendmdnts  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
were  concurred  ii;^  and  the  question  now  being, 
Bfaall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading? 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  was  understood  to  express  a 
desire  to  say  something  on  the  bill  before  the  final 
TOte  was  decided,  and  desired  a  postponement  of 
the  question  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ^yeas  34,  nays  33,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Fulton, 
Henderaon,  Kina,  Linn,  HcRoberta,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Phelpa, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tu>. 
pan,  Walker,  White,  Wilcox,  WiUiama,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
and  Young— 34. 

NAYS— Meaara.  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Ber- 
rien, Calhonn,  Cheaie,  Conrad,  Crafta,  Dayton,  Evana,  Graham, 
Huntington,  McDuffie,  Miller,  Porter,  Rivea,  Stmmona,  Sprague, 
IVllmadge,  and  Woodbridge-22.  -n   i  -o  -, 

Mr.  MBRRICK  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
question  would  be  taken  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill.  It  had  been  a  long  time  under  discussion, 
and  had  impeded  the  progress  of  oiher  important 
bills.  He  had  no  doubt  every  Senator^  mind  was 
made  up  as  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Nothing 
could  be  gained  by  the  party  .opposed  to  the  bill,  by 
the  delay  of  the  question  on  its  passage,  because 
there  were  but  four  members  absent,  two  of  whom 
were  known  to  be  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEVIER  made  some  remarks  not  distinctly 
heard. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  if  the  bill  was  postponed 
till  Monday,  he  was  confident  the  discussion  would 
be  renewed.    He  hoped  the  question  would  be  put. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  here  waived  his  desire  to 
speak  on  the  bill  before  the  vote  on  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
on  a  count — ayes  34,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  gave  notice  .that  he  would, 
on  Monday,  move  to  postpone  all  previous  special 
orders  of  .ihat  day,  with  the  view  of  taking  up  the 
exchequer  bill. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that,  when  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER, 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FbiuaTi  February  3, 1843. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  the  petition  of  William 
McCabe,  of  Clark  county,  Illinois,  praying  to  be 
paid  for  a  horse  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  LANE  presented  the  resolutions  o!  the  State 
of  Indiana  on  the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  post- 
age, the  extension  of  the  pension  laws,  the  con- 
struction of  a.  harbor  at  Michigan  City,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  Wabash  liver. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  of  Maine  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  S.  M.  H.  Grant  and  fifty  others,  citizens 
of  Prospect,  Me.,  praying  for  an  increase  of  duties 
on  lumber  and  wood. 

RETRENCHMENT.  ^^ 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  ofiered  oRbilowing 
resolution: 

Retolvedt  That  a  aelect  committee  Iw  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  to  the  Houae  whether  the  aevaral  reaolntiona  oi  tha 
Houae  adopted  at  the  laat  aeaaion  for  the  retrenchment  of  the 
ezpendiiurea  of  the  Houae  have  been  carried  into  effect  there; 
and  in  what  manner  the  aame  haa  been  done;  and  that  they* 
alao  report  whether  any  and  what  further  atepa  ahoold  be 
talcen  in  relation  thereto,  for  the  enfarcement  of  ilia  ordera  of 
the  Houae,  or  the  curtailment  of  ita  expeoditurea. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  asked  if  the  subject  was  not  al- 
ready in  charge  of  one  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees. 

The  SPEAKER  said  no. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  expressed  a  desire 
that  he  should  not  be  put  on  the  committee,  and 
that  it  should  be  composed  of  the  same  gentlemen 
who  constituted  th^  retrenchment  committee  of  last 
session. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  what  number  the  com- 
mittee should  consist  of. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  five  wonld  be 
the  most  appropriate  number. 

Mr.  DEAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, reported  a  bill  to  estabUsb  a  town  at  the  Cedar 
Key  in  Florida:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  pf  the 
Union. 

Mr.  GENTRY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  aaaend  the  act  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  George  Mayfield.** 

On  motion  «f  Mr.  DANIEL,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of 
Dade  county,  Alabama. 

The  committees  were  then  tftlled  on  for  reports. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions  'due  on  the  1st 
July,  1843,  and  on  the  Ist  January,  1844:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  relation  to  the  Potomac  bridgr;  and  the 
same  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam.  Wei- 
ler.  [General  laughter.]  Read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  CO  WEN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Robert  E.  Jennings,  James  Roddy,  and 
Robert  B.  Carter:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  OSBORNE  and  Mr.  WARREN,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  several  adverse  reports; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WINTHROP,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  bills  575  and  576;  and  the  same  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  general,  civil,  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  a  view  to  th^iotroduction,  by  that  committee, 
of  a  new  bill:  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RANDALL  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 


owners  of  the  schooner  Joseph  of  Warehtm;  u^ 
also  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  sad  eret 
of  the  schooner  Perdido:  read  twice,  and  refentd 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  MORROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Pablie 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  sal«  of 
certain  lands  in  Ohio  and  Michigan  ceded  by  ibe 
Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes: 
read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  os  Pab- 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  explanatory  of  in  ut 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  grantioi:  pre. 
emption  rights  to  certain  settlers,"  approved  Jqne 
1838.  Mr.  C.  expressfd  the  hope  that  no  objeetioii 
would  be  interposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  bot 
that  it  would  be  allowed  to  lie  on  the  Speaker^ 
table  for  the  early  action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  moTed^that  the  bill  be  refer. 
red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

This  motion  was  voted  down  by  a  large  majori* 
ty,  aod  the  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Speaker^ 
Uble.  « 

On  motion  oCMt,  HOWARD,  the  Commiiltt 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  No.  334,  and  tbestoMwu 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

MAYOR  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  f« 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  Senate  bill 
*<to  amend  the  charter  of  the  town  of  Alexandria," 
providing  for  the  election  of  the  Mayor  of  Alex* 
andria  by  the  people.  He  hoped  the  bill  wooU  bi 
passed  without  delay,  and  for  that  purpose  moicd 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  this  was  an  ioh 
portant  bill,  and  therefore  should*  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sttte  of  tk 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  whether  the  giatli* 
man  firom  Kentucky  insisted  on  his  motion  for  the 
preyious  question. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  did. 

The  SPEAKER  then  said  the  bill  could  not  bi 
debated. 

Mr.  CAYE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  reading  o( 
the  bill,  and  it  was  read  accordingly.  He  tbea 
inquired  what  were  the  present  qualifieatiou  re* 
quired  of  voters  in  the  town  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  all  hovekeepeis 
might  TOte  at  present  for  naembers  of  the  Gomooa 
Council. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON.  Then  the  biU  itill 
confines  the  right  of  suffrage  to  freeholders  onlj. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  bill  bs  laidoi 
the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  naked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion.  They  were  taken,  aadn- 
suited— yeas  51,  nays  137. 

So  the  House  refhsed  to  lay  the  bill  on  tbe 
table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  second  to  ^ 
demand  for  the  previous  question)  which  was  car- 
ried, and  the  main  question  ordered. 

The  main  t^uesiion,  being  on  the  third  readiagof 
the  bill,  was  also  carried;  and  the  bill  was  read  ibe 
third  time  and  passed. 

Reports  from  committeea  being  the  next  baaiitf 
inorder^ 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Conunittee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  abolish  poblie 
executions  in  capital  casesj  which  was  twice  nad, 
amd  referred. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN,  from  the  Commiueeoa 
Indian  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  en  tbe  eaie 
of  Margaret  C.  Murray;  which  was  laid  on  ibe 
^lahle. 

~    Mr.  W.  O,  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  w  . 
Military  Affairs,  reported  back,  with  an  amead- 
ment,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  m 
William  De  Peyster  and  H.  M.  Cook. 

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART,  from  the  Committeeca 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relio^ 
Seth  Sweetzer;  which  was  twice  read,  and  rrfentd. 

Mr.  RODNEY,  from  the  Committee  on  ^, 
ludonary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol 
Hannah  Jenkins,  widow  of  James  Jenkins^  vhi«t 
was  twice  read»  and  referred. 
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CmUinwi  from  Jfo.  15. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  (he  same  committep, 
reported  a  bill  allowing  a  pension  to  John  Taylor, 
and  a  bill  allowing  a  pension  lo  Nancy  Wiiliaras; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  submitted  the  following  res- 

olntion,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Be$olvtdj  That  the  Commlttea  on  Naval  A.fraira  be  inetrucied 
to  inqaiio  into  the  propriety  asd  justice  of  aUowing  penatons 
to  the  wvlow8  of  those  officers  of  the  navy  who  perished  in  the 
VDited  States  ship  Hornet,  while  on  a  cruise  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Mr.  CALVARY  MORRIS,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  InTalid  Pensions,  reported  back,  without 
amendmeot,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
of  Warehmm  Kingsley. 

Mr.  FORNANCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolationary  Pen.Mons,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Patrick  Mastersoo;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
referred. 

Messrs.  READ  and  GORDON,  from  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  adverse  re- 
ports on  certain  cases  that  had  been  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  McKBNNAN,  the  Commit- 
tee OR  Roads  and  Canals  was  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  certain  cit. 
izens  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  praying  for  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvemf  nt  of  the  navigation 
of  the  James  river. 

MASSACHUSETTS  MILITIA. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  refund  the 
balance  dae  to  the  S'ate  of  Massaebnsetts  for  dis- 
hnrsements  daring  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain: 
read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  from  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  improvement  of  certain  har- 
bors; which  was  twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  Steamboat  Navigation,  reported  an  amend- 
atory billon  the  subject  of  safety -valves,  Ac;  which 
was  twice  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose 
of  acting  on  private  bills,  and  suggested  that  bills 
about  which  there  n  no  dispute  should  be  first 
acted  on. 

Mr.  CUSHING  asked  if  the  mornirg  hour  was 
passed;  and,l>eiDg  answered  in  the  negative,  call- 
ed for  the  consideration  ofbis  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

The  resolution  was  then  taken  up  and  read  as 
follows: 

ReatUved,  Tliat  all  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  WhoTe  ' 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  House  bill  No.  67,  entitled 
"A  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  ol  claims  due  to  ceruin 
Ameijean  cliixena,  for  spoUatloos  committed  on  their  commerce 
prior  to  31st  Jaly,  1801,"  shall  cease  on  Tuesday  next,  at  2 
o'clock,  and  the  committee  ^hall  proceed  to  vote  on  the  amend- 
-msnts  than  pendinc,  or  that  may  oeofiered  to  said  bill,  and  then* 
taport  the  lull  to  the  House,  with  such  amendments  as  may 
have  beeo  agreed  to  by  the  commutee. 

"Mr.  ATUERTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CUSHING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  question, 
resulted  in  yeas  97,  nays  93. 

So  the  resolution' was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Florida,  [Mr.  Lkvt,]  who  had  the  floor  this  morn- 
ing on  the  special  order,  (being  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  inhabitants  of  West  Florida,)  to  allow  the  pen- 
sion bill  to  be  taken  up.  The  pensions  were  to  be' 
paid  on  the  4th  of  March;  and  the  money  where- 
with the  payments  had  to  be  made  must  be 
despatched  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  which 
would  occupy  some  time.  He,  therefore,  hoped  it 
would  now  be  taksn  up;  and,  as  it  would  consume 
bat  a  short  time,  the  Delegate  from  Florida  could 
afterwards  address  the  House  on  the  special  or- 
der. 

Mr.  LEVY  yielded  to  what  he  understood  to  be 
the  wish  of  the  House;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 


a^ked  the  House  to  take  up  the  unfinished  Territo- 
rial business  to-day,  and  dispense  of  it. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved,  then,  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  and  to  the  House,  to  allow  the 
calendar  of  private  bills  to  be  taken  up,  and  to  dis- 
pose of  the  undisputed  claims.  This  would  occupy 
but  about  thirty  minutes;  whareas  he  feared  the 
pension  bill  would  consume  the  day.  He  moved 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  undis- 
puted claims. 

Mr.  LEY Y suggested  that  undisputed  Territorial 
business  should  be  included. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  with  Mr.  Law's 
amendment;  and  Mr.  Boaroman  took  the  chair. 

The  titles  pf  the  bills  on  the  calendar  were  then 
read  in  their  order;  but  the  great  majority  were  ob- 
jected to.  and,  consequently,  were  laid  aside.  Sev- 
eral were  laid  aside  to  be  reporled  to  ibe   House. 

The  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Sam.  Weller  was  ta- 
ken up,  and  the  report  read. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  TOMLINSON,  COWBN,  and  PAR- 
MENTER,  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  under  objec- 
tion. (The  objection  was  tubsequei)tly  with- 
drawn.) 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  De  Buys  was 
taken  up,  and  the  report  read.  After  the  adoption 
of  an  amendment,  it  was  laid  aside  to  be  re- 
ported. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of 
Michigan  militia  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Robert  B.  Jennings,  James  Roddy,  and  R.  B. 
Carter,  was  objeeied  to  by  Mr.  MERIWBTH- 
ER—together  with  several  other  bills  reported  for 
the  first  time  this  morning. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetser,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Jenkins,  were  laid 
aside  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Taylor  was  ob- 
jected to  by  Mr.  MERIWETHER. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  providing  for  the 
payment  of  Florida  militia  called  into  the 
service  in  1839  and  1840,  was  taken  up,  and  an 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  STANLY,  authorizing 
the  accounts  to  be  settled  under  a  specified  super- 
intendence; which  was  adopted.  The  bill  was  then 
laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  law  li- 
brary for  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
was  objected  to. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa  was  informally  passed  over, 
at  the  sQggestton  of  Mr.  A.  C.  DODGE. 

The  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  was 
laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

Also,  the  bill  granting' to  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin a  certain  tract  of  land,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
town  of  Fair  Play,  in  said  Territory. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads 
and  rivers  in  Wisconsin,  was  objected  to  by  Mr. 
SPRIGG. 

After  considering  several  bills  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  them 
to  the  House 

Mr.  BRIGG3  moved  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Carey,  a  colored 
servant  of  General  Washington.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
thid  old  man  was  112  years  old,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  that  he  had  served  General  WasBingion,  both 
at  Braddock's  defeat,  and  during  the  revolutionary 
war. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected,  on  the  grennd  that 
this  bill  could  be  considered  at  the  same  time  with 
the  rest;  but  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  objected;  and 


Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  luies; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

^Mr.  MERIWETHER  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  report.  As  the  House  was  about  pensionhig: 
the  poor  of  the  Distiiet  of  Columbia,  he  shouM 
li)te  to  hear  the  reasons  for  it. 

The  report  was  accordingly  read;  and  then  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  A.  C.  DODGE  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  making  af  propriatiens  for  certain 
roads,  and  for  the  survey  of  a  canal  route  in  the 
Teritory  of  Iowa— [this  bill  was  passed  over  yester- 
day, in  consequence  of  the  want  u(  a  quorum;]  thii 
motion  was  carried. 

PENSION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Saubders,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propria#on8  for  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners 
of  the  United  States,  for  thebalf  calendar  year  be- 
ginning on  the  1ft  January,  and  ending  on  the  3()th 
of  June,  1843;  and  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  on 
the  1st  July,  1843,  and  ending  on  the  30th  June, 
1844. 

No  amendment  having  been  offered  to  this  bill, 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  it  to  the  House. 

It  ij[as  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MBRIWETHkR  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Wat- 
son of  Georgia.  This  bill  (he  said)  had  been  sus- 
pended for  three  years  by  the  objections  of  a  single 
member;  [Mr.  Giddinos;]  and  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Baieus,]  who  had 
just  succeeded  in  gettmg  a  bill  through  for  a  color- 
ed pauper  of  the  District,  would  give  him  bis  as* 
sistance. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  objected,  that  the  bill  contained 
an  appropriation,  and  bad  not  been  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  that  the  bill  just 
passed  made  an  appropriation,  and  yet  it  bad  not 
been  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
was  strange  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  should 
have  so  much  sympathy  for  a  negro,  and  refuse 
to  do  justice  to  a  white  man. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  objection  being  made, 
the  motion  could  not  be  received  without  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules.    

Mr.  MERIWETHER  accordingly  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  caUed  for  the  reading  of  the  re> 
portend  bill;  and  they  were  read. 

Mr.  G.  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tha 
motlen;  but  they  were  not  ordered;  and. 

On  taking  ihe  question,  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COWEN  moved  that  die  House  proceed 
with  the  private  bills  on  the  calendar,  several  of 
which  were  on  their  engrossment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  private  calendar 
woQid  now  be  taken  up. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  thiid  time  and 
passed: 

'  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represeutatives 
of  William  D.  Smith. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Dixon. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Skirving. 

A  bill  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  the  Terri* 
lory  of  Wisconsin. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Jenkins,  widow 
of  James  Jenkins,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetzer. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  Peters,  deceased. 

A  bill  to  confirm  Eliza  Bnrriss,  her  heirs  and  as« 
signs,  in  her  title  to  a  tract  of  land. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McGinniss,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  late  war. 
:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  O.  Tayloe. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  De  Buys. 

A  bill  to  allewa  pension  to  Nanoy  Wiliiams, 
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V  bill  graatiDg  m  certain  inet  of  land  to  tlie 
tTtrriiory  of  Wiseoadio,  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 
of  Fkirplay. 

A  bilt  fbr  the  relief  of  Patriek  Mastersen, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  companies  of  the 
Mi«hl|^  nflitla. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wbb.  Seldea,  Treasurer 
o(  the  United  States. 

Mr.  a.  DAVIS  submitted  a  motion  to  reeoji- 
sito  the  rote  by  whidi  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Beajsmin  Ogle  T^jrloe  was  adopted.  The  motion 
was  entered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AJtNOLD, 

The  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

BATVKDkYf  February  4, 1843. 

Mr.  MoCLBLLAN  of  New  York  presented  the 
petKion  of  Aaron  Blinn  and  others,  of  Ck>1nmbia 
tonnty,  New  York,  praying  a  renewal  of  the  pen* 
sion  act;  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  of  revoln- 
tioaary  officers  and  soldiers. 

Mr.  NEWHARD  presented  the  memorial  of 
194  citizens  of  Schnyllcill  connty,  State  of  Penn 
vylrania,  prajing  Congress  to  pass  a  law  anthor- 
iziDg  the  issae  of  |300,000,000,  to  be  based  upon 
the  public  lands,  and  distributed  among  the  States 
and  Territories. 

Hr.  G  WIN  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Adams  county,  Hississippi,  in  favor  of  the  se- 
lection  of  Natchez  as  the  site  for  a  naval  armory 
and  dry-dock.  He  observed  that,  as'  there  was 
now  a  bill  in  the  Committee  ot  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  having  reference  to  this  subject, 
he  moved  a  similar  reference  of  the  memorial, 
and  that  it  be  printed.  As  he  believed  that  Natchez 
was  the  best  site  that  had  been  suggested  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House  for  the  location  of  the 
armory!  and  dry-dock,  he  wished,  when  the  bill 
came  up  to  be  acted  on,  that  the  clauns  of  that 
place,  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial,  might  be  fully 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  BJEIM  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  S. 
Kennedy  and  31  others,  praying  Congress  to 
liquidate  the  debt  of  Amos  Kendall,  incurred  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  dutie»:  referred. 

Mr.  wM.  0.  GOODE  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Virginia,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  salary  for  the  judge  of  the  eastern  dis- 
trict in  that  State. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  surviving  children  of 
Winifred  Tomlioson,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Abram  Heen,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Frances  Crafkon,  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  the  following  petitions, 
viz: 

Of  Paul  Le  Clerc  and  109  others,  inhabitants  of 
the  parishes  of  Terrebonne,  St.  Mary,  and  As- 
sumption, praying  for  a  post  route  from  Honma  to 
Dutch  Settlement,  Louisiana. 

Of  George  S.  Walmsley  and  14  others,  and 
Henry  0.  McEvery  and  33  others,  praying  for  a 
post  route  direct  from  Natchitoches  to  Monroe, 
Loubiana. 

Mr.  HENRY  submitted  a  resolution  to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  bill  No.  995,  be- 
ing an  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  known  as  the 
"^Indian  fighter?*,'*  and  that  it  be  made  the  special 
order  for  Wednesday  next. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  use  of  the 
hall  was  granted  to  Benjamin  B.  Bowen,  for  the 
delivery  of  a  lecture,  on  Monday  evening  next,  on 
(he  education  of  the  blind. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  the 
House  amended  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  for  the  payment  of  Florida  militia  called 
into  service  in  the  years  1839  and.  1840,*'  approved 
August  33, 1849;  and,  as  amended,  it  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PBARCE  called  op  the  question  on  print- 
ing the  msjority  and  minority  reports  from  the 
Judidary  Committee,  on  the  refunding  of  the  fine 
imposed  on  General  Jackson,  by  Judge  Hall,  at 
New  Orleans;  and  on  that  he  moved  the  previous 
ijoaatioB. 


Mr.  PENDLETON  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  reports. 

A  conversation  ensued,  which  resulted  in  the 
subject  being  passed  over,  to  avoid  the  consump- 
tion of  the  time  of  the  House  with  it  to-day;  the 
previous  question  being  left  pending. 

Mr.  HALSTED  moved  that  tl^e  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
No.  651,  enUt]ed<<A  bill  regalating  the  taking  of 
testimony  in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for 
other  purposes."    [Cries  of  **No,  no,  no.**] 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  Houae  to  take  np 
the  appropriation  bills.  There  were  only  twenty- 
four  working  days  of  the  session  left,  and  yet  the 
appropriation  bills  were  kept  back;  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  agree  to  take  them  np,  that  they 
might  be  disposed  of,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LEVY  was  understood  to  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  allow  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  inhabitants  of  West  Florida  to  be  taken 
up.  It  had  been  the  special  order  for  several  days, 
but,  for  the  promotion  of  other  important  business, 
he  had  allowed  it  to  be  passed  over,  but  he  hoped 
the  House  would  now  allow  it  to  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied  that  a  greater  number 
of  days  had  already  been  given  to  the  Territorial 
business  than  it  was  usual  to  give  even  at  the  long 
sessions;  and  as  all  the  appropriation  bills  had 
been  kept  back,  he  could  not  allow  them  to  remain 
longer  on  the  table,  by  waiving  his  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GARRETT  DAVIS  gave  notice  that  he 
should  move  that  the  committee  take  np  the  bill  to 
reduce  the  number  of  officers  in  the  New  York 
custom-house. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
go  into  committee  carried  in  the  affirmative.  (Mr. 
Allev  of  Maine  took  the  chair.) 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  navy  approprii^tion  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  QAHRBTT  DAVIS  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  (laughter)— he  meant  to  say  tellers— on  the 
motion. 

They  were  not  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  car- 
ried without  a  division. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  bill  No.  659,  entitled  "A  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  tervice  for  the  half 
calendar  year,  bpginniog  on  the  1st  of  January  and 
ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1844,"  was  then 
read  through. 

Blr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  with  a  view  to  take  np  the  bill  to  reduce 
the  number  of  officers  in  the  New  York  custom- 
house, .  or  some  other  bill.  The  present  bill  in- 
volved several  millions  of  dollars,  and  gentlemen 
were  not  yet  prepared  with  the  necessary  informa- 
tion to  enable  ihem  to  vote  and  act  understaudingly 
upon  iL  As  the  bill  now  before  the  committee 
would  be  soon  acted  upon,  when  members  were 
prepared  for  it,  (and  it  would  not  be  delayed  be- 
yond Wednesday  next,)  he  moved  that  ii  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  the  motion  was  not  in  or- 
der. There  was  no  such  thing  as  laying  a  bill  on 
the  table  in  committee. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER.  Then  I  move  to  post- 
pone the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  opposed  the  motion.    . 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  asked  for  tellers,  who  were  or* 
dered«  and  reported — ayes  49,  noes  58;  no  quorum. 

The  vote  was  again  taken  and  resulted — ayes 
48,  noes  85;  so  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the 
navy  bill. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  then  rose  and  offered  the 
following  amendment: 

Add  to  ibafint  McUen  this  proviso: 

Provided,  That,  until  ottiorwtoe  directed  by  law,  do  part  of 
the  present,  or  apy  fatore  appropriaiions  for  the  pay  of  com* 
mioilooed,  warrant,  and  petty  offieen^  iacluding  the  engi- 
neer coTpa,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Mune,  ezcapi  upon  a  reduction 
of  the  present  pay  at  and  alter  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cent,  per 
annum. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  but  a  few  remarks  to  mafre 
upon  this  amendment.  It  might  be  asked  why  he 
propoeed.to  reduce  the  pay  of  navy  officersjaad  let 


that  of  all  other  offleers  of  the  Govemmeat  stand 
as  at  present  He  would  answer,  that  the  pay  of 
the  navy  officers  was  increased  in  1835,  and  that 
of  none  others.  Their  pay  was  then  ioCTeaaed 
with  the  yiew  of  meeting  the  inereaaed  pries  of 
provisions  and  of  labor  in  every  department  of 
life.  Now,  he  believed  that  nine^enlhs  of  the 
evils  under  which  our  navy  was  atfering,  resalled' 
Arom  the  high  salaries  paid  to  its  oiBeers.  It  waa 
composed  of  the  most  disorderly  coipe  he  .knew  of 
in  any  existing  Qovemadent.  Indeed,  itaeamediie- 
cessary  to  keep  a  courfe-marttal  sitting  nearly  the 
entire  year  for  their  trial  for  offences. 

Here  Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  a  qnealiOB  of 
order.  He  contended  that  the  amendment  waa  not 
in  order  at  this  time.  This  bill  proposed  to  pay 
money  due,  according  to  a  pre-existing  law.  If  it 
were  merely  a  bill  noaking  contingent  appropria- 
tions, it  would  be  perfectly  competent  to  limit  and 
prescribe  the  amount,  and  manner  of  miJiing  the 
appropriation.  The  amendment  in  reality  efaajiged 
existing  laws,  and  he  submitted  whether  it  waa  in 
order. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  he  had  antieipated 
this  objection.  Whenever  any  one  talked  of  redu- 
cing the  expenditures  of  the  Qovemmenty  they 
were  met  with  a  question  of  order.  So  it  was  last 
session,  when  the  House  limited  the  nnmber  of 
officers.  Certainly,  if  the  House  could  limit  ths 
number  of  officers,  it  might  also  limit  their  pay. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  and  made  some  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion of  order. 

The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  FILL- 
MORE, CAVE  JOHNSON,  TILUNGHAST, 
WISE,  HOLMES,  REYNOLDS,  and  CHARLES 
BROWN. 

The  committee  sustained  the  decision  of  the 
Chair — 70  in  the  affirmative,  and  63  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  then  advocated  his 
amendment,  and  said  there  was  no  department  of 
this  Government  in  which  a  compensation  like 
that  which  be  proposed  to  reduce  was  given  for  a 
similar  grade  of  talent  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  traced  the  increased  pay  now  givea 
to  the  year  1835;  and  said  that,  by  a  doenment  in 
his  possession,  he  could  show  that  it  waa  then  in- 
creased, in  some  instances,  75  er  100  per  cent,  over 
what  it  was  before  that  year :  whereas  he  now  pro- 
posed a  reduction  of  only  20  per  cent.  He  read  a 
tabular  statement,  showing  the  difference  of  the 
pay  of  officers  of  various  grades  at  the  two  peri' 
ods  mentioned.  He  also  pointed  out  an  increase  of 
the  number  of  guns  afloat,  and  the  cost  of  pay  for 
each;  and  contended  thatJne  cost  of  the  navy  was 
more  now  than  it  was  during  the  war  with  Great 
Britain.  He  advocated  a  reaction  of  this  braneh 
of  the  public  service  at  some  length. 

.  Mr.  WISE  leplied.  He  admitted  that  the  pay 
proper  of  officers  in  the  naval  service  was  now  ap- 
parently greater  than  it  was  at  the  period  of  whi^ 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  spoken;  but  there 
were  then  rations,  and  other  things— which  by  the 
sailors  were  termed,  in  their  expressive  phraseolo-  • 
gy,  **wee  things  aboot  the  deck" — which  materially 
diminished  that  difference,  and  left  the  pay  but  lilt 
tie  less  than  is  now  given. 

Mr.  W.  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  pay  of  the  navy  was  increased  ia 
1835,  developing  the  principles  on  which  the  Cod- 
'  f  rpss  of  that  year — the  best  in  which  he  had  ever 
served— and  the  contf oiling  reasons  which  induced 
such  an  increase  of  pay.  He  said  that  Congress 
then  determined  to  pat  the  corps  of  officers  on  tbe 
best  footing,  and  to  get  the  best  men  in  the  country, 
by  making  the  pay  adequate  to  their  servicea;  that 
Congress  acted  on  a  principle  which,  he  thought, 
ought  never  to  be  lost  sight  of;  that  it  was  easy  to 
build  ships— «a^y  to  fit  out  a  whole  fleet  in  a  very 
short  time;  but  it  required  years  to  make  a  good 
officer.  Mr.  W.  thought  if  the  gentleman  wished 
retrenchment,' he  had  better  move  to  strike  out  tbe 
appropriation  for  increasing  the  materials  on  hsnd 
for  building  ships.  In  that,  the  gentleman  wonld 
not  strike  a  blow  at  the  service.  He  alao  sug- 
gested to  the  gentleman,  instead  of  moving  a  hori- 
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zontal  redQction  of  salaries,  lo  move  a  more  equal 
distribution  of  pay— fiving  the  little  midshipmen 
less,  snd  the  passed  midshipmen  and  warrant  offi* 
cers  more.  A  horisontal  redaetion  of  SM)  per  cent, 
woald  make  the  pay  lower  than  it  was  in  1835, 
when  ail  ajmitied  that  the  pay  was  too  low; 
and  when,  after  a  full  investigation,  it  was  in- 
creased. 

He  then  went  into  an  argument  against  the  re- 
doetion  of  the  navy — answering  the  objections 
tirgf  d  against  its  present  strength,  on  the  ground  of 
the  prospect  of  permanent  peace;  and  alleging  the 
extent  of  our  commerce  on  every  sea,  as  a  reason 
for  the  keeping  up  of  our  naval  force.  He  ex- 
plained the  case  of  Commodore  Jones,  and  the 
capture  of  Monterey;  and  argued  that,  in  case  of 
any  resistance  by  the  British  fleet.  Commodore 
Jones  would  have  been  overpowered,  and  the 
American  flag  struck.  He  adverted  to  the  state  of 
our  trade  in  various  parts  of  the  world  as  being  In 
a  declining  state,  whilst  the  English  trade  was  in- 
creasing; and  all  owing  to  the  superior  fleet  of  the 
British. 

Mr.  McKEON  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  that  no  part  of  this  approprij 
ation  shall  be  applied  to  the  pay  of  officers,  or  to 
the  equipping  of  vessels,  to  be  employed  on  the 
coast  tf  Africa, under  the  late  treaty  with  England. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  out 
of  order^ 

Mr.  FROFFIT  then  got  the  floor,  and  addressed 
ibe  Hense  for  a  few  moments;  when 

Mr.  McKEON  interrnpted  him;  and,  not  under- 
standing that  his  amendment  had  been  decided  to 
be  oQt  of  order,  wished  to  take  an  appeal. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was  too  la'e  to  appeal; 
and,  after  some  C(  nversation  between  Messrs.  Mc- 
KEON, PROFFIT,  and  the  CHAIR, 

Mr.  FROFFIT  proceeded  with  his  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment,  and  gave  a  statement 
of  the  high  pay  and  emoluments  ef  the  superior  of- 
ficers of  the  British  navy  as  an  argument  why  the 
pay  of  the  officers  of  our  navy  should  not  be  re 
duced. 

He  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  rise,  after  speaking 
some  minutes;  and  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported proeress  accordingly. 

Mr.  GILMER  and  Mr.  I.  D.  JONES  made 
motions  of  reconsideration  of  votes  passing  two 
several  bills  yesterday;  which  were  entered. 

Several  Execotive  communications  wer«  pre- 
sented to  the  HoQse,  and  referred.  They  were 
the  following: 

From  the  War  Department,  in  answer  to  a  res- 
olution submitted  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Kbnnedt,  call- 
ing for  the  number  of  oJBcers  in  ttie  Baltimore 
custom-hoose,  &e ;  another,  authorizing  a  report 
from  the  officer  in  charsie  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau, 
showing  ifae  expenses  of  the  nati  )nal  armories  for 
the  year  1842;  another,  with  estimates  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  War  Department  for  the 
>ear  1843,  and  the  balance  of  appropiialions; 
aoother,  showing  the  names  of  clerks  in  that  de- 
partment; another,  exhibiting  the  contingencies  of 
that  department.  There  was  also  one  from  the 
Post  Office  Department,  with  estimates  for  the 
mail  service  for  the  year  1843. 

The  following  "Senate  bilU  were  read  twice  and 
referred: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Rassell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of 
the  schooner  Twig. 

Mr.  STANLY,  parsnanl  to  notice,  inireduced 
a  bill  to  amend  '^An  act  entitled  an  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital 
in  North  Carolina;*'  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred- 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Sands;  which  was  resd  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOPKINS,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  B.  0.  Tayloe  was  modified,  amended, 
and  paased.    The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  Febroary  6,  1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
lite  a  communication  from  the  War  Department,  • 


transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  20(h  section 
of  the  act  of  Aagnst,  1843,  a  statement  and  re- 
port of  the  expenditures  of  that  department  for  the 
calendar  year  of  1842;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
EVANS,  was  ordered  \q  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  transmitting,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  34th 
ultimo,  copies  of  the  contract  made  with  John 
Grant  lor  dredging  the  channel  of  the  Choctaw 
pass,  and  other  information  concerning  the  subject; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  having  charge 
of  the  claim  of  this  individual. 

Mr,  CLAYTON  and  Mr.  BUCHANAN  pre- 
sented two  memorials  from  citizens  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, a&kiag  Congress  to  create  |300,000,000  of 
stock,  to  be  based  on  the  proceeds  from  the  public 
domain,  to  be  distributed  among  the  several  States 
and  Territories  in  a  representative  ratio:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  from  M.  Jones, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Samuel  Jones,  a  revolution- 
aiy  soldier,  praying  that  the  pension  received  by 
her  under  the  pension  law  of  Joly  7,  1838,  mav  be 
revived  to  her:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  joint  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  ur^iiog 
npon  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  use  their  influence  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  granting  to  that  State  all  the  unsold  lands 
in  the  Vincennes  land  disirict,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal:  referred 
to  the  Cemmittee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, asking  Congress  without  delay  to  repeal 
the  bankrupt  law:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Memorift's  were  presented  by  Messrs.  BU- 
CHANAN and  STURGEON  from  citizens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  Mr. 
Kendall  may  be  relieved  from  the  xestraint  on  his 
personal  liberty,  in  consequence  of  a  verdict  of 
damages  for  |l  1,000,  rendered  aganst  him,  in  fa- 
vor of  Stockton  db  Stokes,  by  the  District  court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  conduct  in  dia- 
chargeof  his  official  duty:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee en  Claims. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Western  rivers:  referred  to  the 
Commiisee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  two  memorials  (which, 
by  »ome  strange  accident,  he  said,  had  been  mis- 
laid for  a  day  or  two)  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia:  one  askiiki;  for  a  recon- 
struction of  the  pier  at  or  near  Port  Penn  and 
Reedy  island  in  Delaware  river;  and  one  in  favor 
of  continuing  the  coast  survey;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  petition  from  certain  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Perry,  Cape  <!lirar- 
dean,  and  Madison,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  from  Chester,  in  Illinois,  to  Farm- 
ington,  in  Missouri:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Richard  Phil- 
ips, of  New  Madrid  county,  Missouri,  praying  for 
the  paL-sage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  survey  of  two 
tracts  of  latid  in  the  said  county,  and  that  the 
patent  for  said  land  may  be  issued  in  his  namf^:  re- 
feired  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  papers  of 
Thomas  Ragsdale  were  ordered  to  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  a  petition  from  Ai- 
kin  Smith,  R.  Kimball,  and  195  others,  citizens  of 
Lewij  county,  New  York,  praying  that  in  ail  fu- 
ture treaties  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
powers,  an  article  may  be  inserted,  whenever  inter- 
national differences  shall  arise  between  such  na- 
tions, that  they  shall  be  left  to  arbitrators:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Norwich,  Connectient,  praying  for 


a  reduction  of  poetage  on  letten,aild  tlie  abeliabu « «.c 
of  the  franking  privilege:  ordered  lo  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memof  ia)»  signed  by 
citizens  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohie,  Biaoke  county, 
Virginia,  and  Washington  county,  Ftennsylvaoia. 
may ing  for  the  establiilimeDt  of  a  mail  route  faom 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  Steubenville,  Ohio; 
referred  to  the  Commit  ee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DATTON  presented  a  petition  from  John. 
Howell,  Robert  McNeely,  and  Wm.  Potts,  of  New 
Jersey,  praying  lo  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of 
a  certain  judgment,  assnreties  of  Juseph  J.  Wilson, 
late  pfstm  aster  at  Teen  ton:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  STURQEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
eitfzens  of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  plan  for  a  board  of  eichequer  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive:  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

Also,presented  a  memorial  from  Jonah  W.  Kirk* 
the  inventor  of  a  useful  improvement,  (being  a 
guard  to  protect  steamboats  navigating  the  Western 
waters  from  snags, sawyers,  dkc,)  praying  ihat  Con- 
gress may  purchase  his  right  of  patent,  so  as  to 
make  the  invention  free  for  public  use;  or,  that 
they  make  an  appropriation  to  test  its  usefulness: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  presented  a  petition  from  Jacob 
Wagoner,  of  Union  county,  Illinois,  praying  permis- 
sion to  make  a  change  in  the  entry  of  a  tract  of 
land  which  was  made  through  mistake:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr-  WALKER  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Harrison  county,  Mississippi,  praying  for 
a  donation  of  a  section  of  land  for  the  put  poses  of 
a  manual-labor  rchool:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  additional  testimony  la 
support  of  the  claim  of  G.  A.  Worth;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  CHOATE  rose,  and  taid  he  presumed  this 
was  as  proper  a  moment  as  any  other  to  say  a  word 
(though  he  did  so  with  great  reluctance)  coocem- 
ing  a  matter  of  personal  insult  towards  himself* 
His  attention  had  been  called  by  a  friend,  on  Satur- 
day last,  to  an  editorial  paragraph  which  repre- 
sented him  as  having,  in  the  debate  upon  the  Ore- 
gon bill,  introduced  into  the  Senate  and  exhibited 
MitchelPs  map,  representing  it  as  having  traced 
upon  it  the  treaty  line  of  1842,  and  that,  the  map 
being  found  defective  in  this  particular,  the  Sen- 
ate immediately  marked  its  di>apprrbstion  of  the 
intention  to  deceive.  He  confessed  he  was  some- 
what sensitive  as  to  this  matter;  and  he  took,  there- 
foie,  the  earliest  opportunity,  in  the  most  public^ 
as  well  as  the  most  dignified  manner,  to  contradict 
the  statement.  It  was  not  a  mere  ca:  icature,  to 
which  they  were  all  exposed  daily,  but  a  deliberate 
insult.  The  facts  were  these:  The  Senator  from 
Missouri  bad  endeavored  to  strengthen  bis  argu- 
ments by  reference  to  certain  maps;  and  be  (Mr. 
C.)  had  briefly  commented  upon  these  maps,  and 
had  also  referred  to  MitchellHs  map,  which  he  had 
stated  was  known  to  cTerybody;  and  that  it  had 
been  under  the  eye  of  the  commissioners  who  ne- 
gotiated the  question  of  the  Northwest  boundary; 
and  that,  although  it  was  acknowledged  to  have 
some  errors,  yet  that  it  waa  eonsidered  by  our  ear- 
ly diplomatists  as  the  best  guide,  and  was  adhered 
to  in  almost  all  cases.  He  had,  therefore,  proceed- 
ed to  open,  and  to  comment  upon  ihat  old  map, 
pointing  out  what  there  was  in  it  which  he  thought 
strengthened  his  argument,  and  his  general  sug- 
gestion upon  the  examination  of  the  water  com- 
munication as  laid  down  therein  waa,  that  that 
route  for  which  he  had  been  contending  was  the  only 
continuous  line  of  water  communication;  that  the 
line  as  delineated  upon  the  map  bore  so  strong 
a  resemblance  to  that  specified  in  the  treaty  of  1783^ 
and  that  it  aff'orded  to  his  mind  some  countenance 
to  the  position  for  vbich  he  had  contended.  He 
had  not  said  that  the  actual  boundary  was  laid 
down  In  the  map.  There  was,  m  fact,  no  North- 
west boundary  line  delineated  upon  it;  a|id  he 
would  have  supposed  that  the  folly,  the  insanity  of 
pointing  out  to  the  Senate  a  line  which  did  i^ot  ez« 
ist  upon  the  map,  would  have    nggested  itself  iq 
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even  an  nnfrieiidly  editor.  Had  there  been  a  plain 
bonndary  Una  drawn  opon  tbe  map,  it  would  not 
have  made  oot  tbe  point  be  was  contending  for; 
for  it  was  tbe  water  commnnication  whidi  formed 
me  snbjeet  of  bis  remarks.  And  there  was  no 
djQbt  whateirer  on  his  mind,  that  tbe  water 
coiomnnieation  delineated  on  the  map  was  the 
same  as  that  desaribed  in  tbe  treaty. 

There  was  a  still  more  erroneous  and  insnlting 
statement  made  in  latter  part  of  the  parsgraph'— 
namely,  ibai  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  withheld  or  suppress- 
ed the  fact  that  the  map  appeared  lo  be  dated  prior 
to  1783'y  and  that  when  the  true  date  was  revealed, 
it  was  received  not  only  as  a  perfect  answer  to  his 
argnmeot,  bnt  with  an  expression  of  disapproba- 
tion at  his  audacity.  That  he,  by  anything  he 
bad  said  or  argoed,  endeavored  to  insinuate 
that  the  map  was  of  a  date  .subsequent  to  1783, 
was  totally  and  entirely  destitute  of  a  shadow  of  a 
shade  of  foundation.  He  had  characterized  tbe 
map  as  Mitchell's  old  map;  the  date  was  not  in  hie 
miod  at  the  time;  but  he  had  prodoced  it  as  the 
original  map  which  was  before  the  eye  of  the  com- 
missioners in  1783.  Tbe  truth  was,  the  date  was 
not  at  all  necessary  to  his  argument.  And  when  it 
was  announced  that  the  map  wss  made  before 
1763,  if  any  one  (as  represented  in  the  paragraph 
be  had  refened  to)  came  near  bursting  with  deris* 
iooy  he  could  only  say  that  it  was  a  total  misap- 
prehension of  the  issue  that  was  made.  If  there 
were  any  Senators  about  him  whove  recollection 
coincided  with  his  own,  he  would  be  extremely 
glad  to  hear  them  so  declare. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said,  although,  he  conceiv- 
ed the  necessity  could  hardly  be  supposed  to  exitt 
for  bis  saying  anything  in  corroboration  of  tbe 
statement  just  made  by  tbe  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, yet,  as  an  appeal  bad  been  made,  he  would 
state  that  he  certainly  did  distinctly  recollect  that 
the  argument  of  tbe  honorable  Senator  was  found- 
ed on  the  presamption— and  the  strong  presump- 
•  tion— that  the  view  which  the  honorable  Senator 
had  taken  was  tbe  correct  one,  from  tbe  circum- 
stance of  the  course  of  tbe  water  communication 
westward  from  Lake  Superior,  as  laid  down  in 
that  map.  corresponding  with  the  water  commnni- 
cation contended  for  by  the  honorable  Senator  as 
formmg  the  boundary.  As  far  as  tbe  article  in  the 
Globe  was  concerned,  be  had  not  seen  it,  and  knew 
nothing  about  it;  but,  most  assuredly,  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honorable  Senator  as  to  the  purport  of 
his  argument  were  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  WAJLKBR  said  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts certainly  did  call  his  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  pointed  out  to  him  the  map,  as  being  the 
old  map  of  Mitchell;  and  his  object  seemed  to  be 
to  prove  that  the  southern  line  of  water  communi- 
cation corresponded  with  the  line  for  whieb  he  had 
been  contending.  He  thought  it  due  to  the  Sen- 
ator to  say  that  he  did  call  his  attention  particular- 
ly to  the  map;  but  while  be  said  this,  he  begged  it 
to  be  understood  as  having  nothing  to  do  with  his 
opinion  as  to  the  success  or  failure  of  tbe  honorable 
Staator  in  establishing  his  views. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  his  attention  had  also  been 
called  to  the  map;  and  he  had  noticed  that  the 
curvature  in  the  line  of  water  communication  cor- 
responded with  that  which  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sacbusetu  argued  was  the  true  boundary.  And  he 
noticed,  also,  that  there  seemed  to  be  no  line  of 
water  communication  north  of  Hunter's  island. 
He  recollected  the  reference  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  fh)m  Missouri  to  the  date  of  the  map;  for 
he  was  struck  with  the  Mugularity  of  the  objection, 
and  said  to  those  alxnit  him  at  the  time,  that  the  map 
must,  of  course,  have  been  published  before  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  or  else  how  could  the  aommia- 
aioaeit  have  had  it  before  themt 

Here  the  subject  dropped. 

Bir.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  tbe  bill  making 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  army  and  mil- 
itary academy  for  the  half  calendar  year  ending 
on  tbe  30di  June,  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal  yearbe- 
finning  on  the  1st  July*  1843,  and  ending  on  the 
30th  June,  1844. 

Bftr.  BBVIBR  presented  a  letter  from  John  Rod- 
gers  and  otheiSi  Cherokee  Indians,  on  the  subject 


of  their  claim'  against  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  S.  also  presented  certain  resolutions,  adopt- 
ed by  tbe  Lqsislature  of  Arkansas,  in  favor  of 
appropriations  to  building  of  forts  and  construct- 
ing military  roads  in  that  State:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CONRAD  presented  a  petition  from  George 
G.  Payne,  praying  allowance  for  the  revolution- 
ary services  ef  his  grandfather,  by  granting  the 
baif-pay  as  lieutenant  colonel  from  the  epd  of  the 
war  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1895,  to  which  he 
was  entitled:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
of  the  House  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the 
circoit  court  for  tbe  district  of  Maine,  from  the  town 
of  Wiscasset  to  Portland  and  Bangor. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  tbe  bill  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole;  and  there  being  no  proposition  to  amend 
ihe  same,  it  was  report^  to  the  Senate,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CONRAD,  f^om  tbe  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Roby,  of  New  York;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  joint  resolotions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Maine, 
instructing  tbe  Senators,  and  requesting  tbe  Rep- 
resentatives from  that  State,  to  use  their  continued 
exertions  to  procure  the  immediate  and  uncondi- 
tional repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  and  said  that  on  Friday  last, 
when  the  Oregon  bill  was  upon  its  pa*  sage,  he  had 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  for  the  purpose  of  entitling 
himself  to  move  a  reconsideration.  He  now  made 
that  motion. 

Mr.  LINN  inquired  whether  the  bill  was  in  tbe 
possession  of  the  Senate;  and,  if  so,  by  what  rule 
of  the  body  it  was  in  its  possession. 

Mr.  ARCHER  replied  that  the  bill  was  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  Senate;  and  in  order  to  ex- 
onerate the  officer  of  the  Senate  from  any  blame 
which  might  be  imputed  to  him,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  stale  that  he  bad  mentioned  to  him  the  fact  that 
be  intended  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  this  having  been  an- 
noonced,  and  two  days  being  allowed  by  the  rule 
within  which  the  motion  for  reconsideration  might 
be  made,  he  conceived  that  no  blame  could  prop- 
erly be  attached  to  any  one  on  account  of  its  de- 
tention. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  did  nbt  think  that  this  got 
over  the  difficulty.  If  such  a  course  were  permis- 
sible, it  would  put  the  fate  of  questions  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  tbe  power  of  one  or  two  in- 
dividuals. It  could  never  have  been  intended  by 
the  rule  that  a  gentleman  who  intended  to  move 
the  reconsideration  of  a  vote  should  have  nothing 
more  lo  do  than  to  go  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  tell  him  that  such  was  bis  intention.  It 
was  just  as  easy  for  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
to  have  given  notice  to  the  Senate  of  his  intention. 
He  did  not  intend  to  impute  anything  improper  to 
his  excellent  fk'iend  from  Virginia;  but  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  be  certainly  tbotight  that  gen- 
tleman was  one  of  tbe  very  last  who  would  have 
resorted  to  a  parliamentary  manosuvre.  It  must 
be  obvious  to  every  one  that  this  was  not  the  cor- 
rect course  to  be  pursued  in  the  Senate  of  tbe 
United  States.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
the  bill  bad  gone  to  the  other  House;  and  be 
would  venture  the  assertion,  that  many  Sen- 
ators never  knew  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man^ intention  until  this  moment.  The  ad- 
vantage, then,  which  the  mover  would  have,  was 
obvious;  he  could  have  bis  friends  about  him, 
while  his  opponents  would  have  no  opportunity 
of  resisting  the  motion.  The  Senate  would  of 
coarse  proceed,  if  they  saw  fit;  hot  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  it  was  an  anomalous  proceeding, 
and  which,  if  followed,  would  lead  to  much  mis- 
chief. 

Mr.  ARCHER  replied.  He  thought  the  matter 
could  be  set  right  with  very  few  words.  The  hon- 
orable    gentleman     from    Miseouri  might   be 
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assured  that  he  did  not  consider  him  as 
ing  to  throw  any  unwarrantable  imputation  upon 
bim,  or  upon  any  other  Senator,  in  reference  to 
this  matten  it  was  not  according  to  the  honorable 
gentleman's  habit  to  do  anything  of  this  kind;  and 
he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  eonvinee  him  that 
be  was  mistaken  as  to  what  be  ionsidered  the 
impropriety  of  the  course  which  he  hftd  taken  m 
regard  to  this  matter. 

He  was  informed  that  the  invariable  usage  bad 
been,  in  such  cases,  precisely  such  as  he  had  pur- 
sued. Besides,  it  was  declared,  by  a  rula»of  tbe 
Senate,  that  two  days  of  actual  sitting  should  ba 
allowed,  within  which  the  motion  might  be  made. 
It  could  not,  then,  be  in  accordance  with  what  was 
right,  whether  it  had  been  the  practice  or  not,  that 
tbe  bill  should  pass  from  the  Senate  until  he  bad 
bad  an  opportunity  of  availing  himself  of  the  roie. 
If  an  irregular  usage  had  grown  up,  it  ought  not  to 
be  urged  as  a  sufficien\  reason  for  setting  aside  the 
rule  altogether. 

But  again,  to  show  the  honorable  Senator  that  he 
was  mistaken:  when  was  it  that  the  bill  passed! 
Late  on  the  evening  of  Friday.  'When  was  tbe 
next  jaridical  day  of  the  session?  Saturday  wss 
not.  There  was,  then,  no  day  when  h  could  be 
within  the  competency  of  the'Secretary  to  aend 
away  the  bill.  The  vote  was  taken  after  the  usual 
hour  for  adjournment.  When  the  utmost  d^ree  of 
impatience  was  manifested  throughout  the  Senate 
for  an  adjournment,  it  might  not  liave  been  in  his 
power  to  procure  the  consideration  of  his  motion; 
because  it  might,  at  any  time,  be  superseded  by  a 
motion  for  adjournment.  The  Secretary  must  stand 
acquitted;  for  be  had  done  only  what  be  had  been 
accustomed  to  do  in  like  cafes;  and,  as  for  himself, 
he  must  appeal  to  his  honorable  friend  to  saj  if  be 
had  not  communicated  to  him  his  intention  to 
moves  reconsideration.  Did  that  look  like  a  clan- 
destine proceediup? 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  some  remarfca  which 
were  but  indistinctly  heard  by  the  reporter;  after 
whiah, 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  supposed  there  was  nothing 
left  for  bim  but  to  retreat  as  gracefully  as  he  could. 
He  bad  spoken  more  particularly  with  reference 
to  the  uncertainty  of  the  usage,  and  of  tbe  necessity 
for  having  some  definite  and  general  rule  upon  tbs 
subject.  This  question  of  reconsideration  was 
then  (it  being  suggested  by  Mr.  SEVIER  that  two 
or  three  Senators  were  absent)  postponed  until  to- 
morrow at  one  o^clcck. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGE.  the  previous 
orders  were  postponed,  and  tbe  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bUi 
to  amend  the  several  acts  establishing  tbe  Treasury 
Department,  being 
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Tbe  bill  amendatory  of  the  several  nets  in  rria- 
tion  to  the  regulation  of  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  was  accordingly  taken  up,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  addressed  the  Senate  oi 
tbe  subject  for  about  an  hour,  in  explanation  of  the 
provisions  and  probable  effects  of  the  bill,  afaoild 
it  become  a  law. 

He  regretted  that  be  bad  not  been  able,  befoie 
this  time,  to  bring  forward  his  measure.  The  de- 
lay bad  not  originated  with  him.  It  was  at  the  to- 
licitation  of  other  gentlemen  he  had  been  induced 
to  accede  to  its  postponement  It  had  been  made 
the  special  order  for  a  day  passed  over  some  weeks 
ago;  but  an  important  measure  (tbe  Oregon  bfll) 
was  under  discussion  wheu  that  day  came,  and  die 
present  bill  was  necessarily  po8tpon«l  from  time 
to  time,  with  an  expectation  that  the  other  wonld 
be  disposed  of,  so  that  the  attention  of  tbe  Senate 
would  be  more  concentrated  on  this  measure.  He 
had  made  this  explanation  to  exonerate  himself 
from  any  imputation  of  neglecting  to  call  it  up, 
and  to  show  that  he  bad  acted  in  perfect  good  faith 
with  regard  to  his  avowed  intention  of  bringing  it 
forward  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 

The  general  design  of  this  bill  was  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  relief  of  the  country  in  relation  to  the 
currency  and  exchanges.  It  is,  in  some  sense,  the 
same  bill  as  that  reported  by  the  select  oommiuee 
last  session  of  Congress,  of  which  he  had  the  honor 
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of  being  chairman.  Hie  report  made  by  that 
committee  was  tuW  and  elaborate,  containing  the 
views  of  the  members  with  whom  he  concurred; 
and  it  was  so  ample  and  sati&iactory,  in  bis  mind, 
as  to  require  little  additional  argument  on  his  part 
in  its  snpport.  He  would  not,  at  present,  go  mto 
details,  which  gentlemen  bad  doubtless  seen  in  that 
report.  He  would  content  himself  with  stating 
▼ery  briefly  a  few  leading  points,  on  which  the 
whole  question  must  necessarily  depend.  Now, 
as  the  proposition  is  to  do  something  for  the  cur- 
rency and  exchanges  of  the  country,  the  first 
question  which  arises  is.  Does  the  country 
stand  in  need  of  the  interposition  of  the  Qtn* 
eral  Government?  He  believed  it  would  be  con- 
ceded that  the  condition  of  the  country  was  such 
as  to  require  relief.  He  would  not  undertake 
to  describe  that  condition — for  his  imagination 
could  not  furniBh  him  expressions  adequate  to  ibe 
description.  He  could  not  depict  the  wreck  of  pri- 
vate fortune  and  public  credit  which  bad  taken 
place  within  the  last  few  years  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Here  is  a  coun- 
try, with  all  the  element  of  prosperity— teeming 
with  fertility^— and  yet  with  a  people  starving  in 
the  midst  of  abundance;  distress,  poverty,  and 
min  staring  them  in  the  face;  while  the  abun- 
dance of  our  harvests  is  breaking  down  our  grana- 
ries for  want  of  a  remunerating  market.  For  all 
this,  there  must  be  some  adequate  cause.  He,  and 
those  with  whom  he  generally  concurred  in  politi- 
cal viewa^  felt  satisfied  thai,  although  there  might 
be  many  causes,  ytt  the  main  one  was  to  be  found 
in  the  derangement  of  the  cunency  and  the  ex- 
changes of  the  oonntry.  There  might  be  a  diver- 
sity of  opinion  as  to  the  origin  of  that  derange- 
ment of  currency  and  exchanges;  but  there  could 
be  none  as  to  the  existence  of  the  fact. 

He  believed  moat  seriously  that  the  besetting  sin 
of  the  country  was,  that  questions,  which  in  them- 
atlvfs  were  purely  national  questions  of  general  in* 
texeat  for  the  Whole  community,  were  made  the 
arena  of  political  strife  and  the  watchwords  for 
political  battle.  As  long  as  such  questions  as  bank 
or  no  bank  are  made  the  watchwords  of  party,  de- 
raagement  of  the  currency  and  exchanges  will  con- 
tinue, and  the  consequent  derangement  of  the  whole 
bosineaB  affairs  of  the  community.  It  was  high 
time  to  drop  these  party  distinctions,  aod  think  of 
the  distress  of  the  country,  with  a  view  of  afford- . 
iDg  such  relief  as  could  be  derived  from  our  legis- 
lation. The  first  consideration  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  should  be,  how  it  can  best  fulfil 
its  duty  to  the  country.  He  should  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  it  is  its  duty  to  unite  on  some  such  meas- 
ure of  relief  as  that  now  proposed  by  this  bill.  The 
time,  however,  was  gone  by  for  asking  what  ought 
to  be  done;  and  the  question  now  ii,  What  can  be 
done)  The  people  are  crying  out  for  relief;  they 
are  looking  to  this  Gh>vernment  for  that  relief.  And 
are  gentlemen  to  fold  their  arms,  and  say  they  can 
do  nothingi  Here  is  a  measure  which  will  do 
something.  It  may  not  accomplish  all  that  could 
be  desired;  but  it  will  accomplish  much.  It  will 
afford  considerable  relief. 

It  proposes  nothing  that  is  not  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment— powers  necessarily  conferred  on  it  for  the 
collecting,  safekeepingi  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue.  If,  in  effecting  these  objects,  fa- 
cilities for  exchanges  and  currency  can  be  given, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Qeneral  Qovernment  to  give 
them.  The  provisions  of  this  bill  aim  at  nothing 
more. 

Different  modes  of  effecting  the  objects  of  col- 
lecting, wfekeeping,  and  disbursing  the  revenue, 
in  connexion  witii  the  regulation  of  the  currency 
and  exchanges,  had  been  tried  since  the  foundation 
of  this  Government.  One  was  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  United  States  bank;  another,  through  that 
of  the  pel-bank  system;  and  a  third,  through  that  of 
the  sub-treasury  or  independent  treasury. 

Mr.  T.  entered  into  a  long  historical  detail  of 
the  operation  of  each  of  these  systems,  which  he 
snmmed  up  in  the  conclusion-— that  a  revival  of 
any  one  of  them,  at  the  present  time,  was  hopeless, 
if  not  impracticable. 

Facts  should  be  taken  as  they  exist.  It  was  not 
what  one  party  or  another  wished  to  accomplish, 


but  could  not  accomplish,  should  be  considered; 
but  what  could  be  effected.  Gentlemen  who  look- 
ed to  a  national  bank,  even  if  all  their  anticipa- 
tions could  be  realised  in  1844,  would  not  be  able 
to  do  anything  for  the  relief  of  the  country  for 
seven  years  to  come.  It  would  take  them  tbe  next 
long  session  after  1844  to  get  through  a  bill.  It 
would  take  another  year  to  negotiate  the  stock; 
another  to  get  the  bank  into  operation;  and  at  least 
another  before  the  country  would  begin  to  feel  any 
effects  from  its  operation.  What  sort  of  relief 
would  this  hold  out  to  the  present  distress  under 
which  the  country  was  bleediog  at  every  porel 
Now  is  the  acceptable  time  to  do  something.  It 
was  demanded  now,  and  it  was  the  business  and 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  meet  the  demand. 

When  this  plan  of  an  eichequer  came  up  last 
session,  considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the 
qneition  of  reference.  Ii)  that  discussion  be  (Mr. 
Tallmadgb)  did  not  take  part,  wishing  to  reserve 
himself  for  an  unbiassed  consideration  in  commit- 
tee, should  he  be  one  of  its  members.  The  meas- 
ure had,  however,  been  so  fully  and  so  ably  de- 
bated, that  the  views  of  Senators  were  disclosed 
at  large,  and  the  objections  on  every  side  were 
thoroughly  understood. 

When,  therefore,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
be  chairman,  it  became  tbe  duty  of  the  committee 
to  weigh  all  those  objections,  and  to  give  to  them 
all  the  importance  they  deserved.  The  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  had  been  framed  and  amended 
with  these  objections  specially  in  view;  and  it  was 
confidently  hoped  by  the  committee  that  they  had 
accomplished  the  task  of  preparing  a  measure 
which  steered  clear  of  them  all. 

The  first  class  of  objections  related  to  the  Bxee- 
ntive  power  which  might  influence  the  institution. 
That,  the  committee  proposed  to  obviate  by  the 
manner  of  appointing  the  commissioners—re- 
quiring the  sanction  of  the  Seuate,  and  rendering 
them  incapable  of  being  removed,  unless  on  spe- 
cial grounds,  and  with  the  assent  of  the  Senate. 
The  principle  was  further  carried  out  In  relation  to 
the  subordinate  ofllcers. 

The  second  class  of  objections  related  to  the 
purchase  of,  and  dealing  in,  bills  of  exchange. 
That  provision  the  committee  bad  stricken  from 
the  bill,  fully  satisfied  that  it  was  a  dangerous  one, 
likely  to  lead  to  abuses  of  the  worst  kind.  They 
substituted  for  it  the  power  of  selling  bills  of  ex- 
change for  apeeie  depositee;  and  the  power  of  col- 
lecting bills  of  exchange  lodged  for  that  purpose, 
and  payable  in  specie. 

Mr.  T.  pointed  out  the  advantages  which  would 
be  afforded  throughout  the  Union  by  this  mode  of 
extending  facilittf»  for  the  transmission  of  funds 
from  one  point  to  another. 

The  third  class  of  objections  related  to  tbe  using 
of  the  powers  of  the  Gtoveinment  for  controlling 
the  currency  and  monetary  circulation  of  the  conn- 
try,  by  a  currency  of  its  own. 

Now  he  held  to  the  doctrine,  that  the  GK) vernmeat 
ought  not  to  anticipate  its  revenues  by  promises  to 
pay;  for  its  affairs  should  be  so  regulated  that  its 
income  should  not  only  be  sufficient  for  its  wsnts, 
but  sufficient  to  keep  in  the  treasury  a  surplus  of 
from  three  to  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet 
unforeseen  demands.  And  if  at  any  time  it  is 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  anticipating  its  means,  it 
could  be  done  by  the  temporary  expedient  of  treas- 
ury notes— not  to  be  used  as  circulation,  but  in  the 
manner  which  experience  had  sanctioned.  It 
should  not  go  beyond  its  anticipated  revenue,  which 
would  come  in  for  the  redemption  of  these  treas- 
ury notes.  If  it  did  make  use  of  its  credit  to  obtain 
a  circulation  beyond  its  anticipated  means,  the 
country  could  experience  no  relief  from  the  excess, 
because  it  would  only  act  as  a  means  of  driving 
out  of  circulation  an  equal  quantity  of  the 
medium  in  operation  at  the  time,  or  not  circulate 
at  all.  The  committee  had  therefore  discarded 
from  the  bill  any^ing  like  a  proposition  to  author- 
ize a  credit  circulation.  They  proposed  that  the 
bills  to  be  issued  should  be  only  for  specie  deposited, 
dollar  for  dollar.  This  was  to  be  the  foundation  of 
the  issues.  It  ought  be  supposed  this  would  not 
afford  any  relief,  or,  if  it  did,  a  very  limited  one. 
But  he  would  reply  that  itmustaffo    ^^ery  great 


relief,  and  of  that  peculiar  and  practical  ktod 
which  was  felt  to  be  necessary  by  every  one  who 
had  the  least  occasion  to  pass  from  one  part  of  the 
Union  to  the  other. 

Mr.  T.  here  entered  into  particulars,  to  show  ihe 
practical  operation.  Persons  would  be  able  to  travel 
all  over  the  Union  with  the  funds  of  the  insiitutioo, 
transact  business  anywhere  with  them,  make  remit- 
tances to  or  from  any  point,  and  enjoy  all  the  facil- 
ities which  used  to  be  afforded  by  United  Stairs 
Bank  notes. 

It  was  not  desirable  that  it  should  be  a  bank,  to 
afford  facilities  for  credit,  as  persoos  of  good  stand- 
ing and  credit  could  obtain  the  relief  of  advances 
on  their  notes  from  the  local  banks,  and  with  tbe 
proceeds  they  could  obtain  from  this  insiitution 
bills  of  exchange  to  make  their  remittances. 

It  was  his  conviction  that  the  circulation  it  would 
thus  afford  would  be  equal  to  the  average  cireala* 
tion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
about  ten  millions.  For  a  long  time,  it  had  been 
but  six  millions;  and,  in  most  cases,  it  had  as  much 
specie  in  its  vaults  as  it  had  bank-notes  in  cirou* 
lation.  In  such  cases,  its  operations  must  have 
been  the  same,  so  far  as  regarded  rirculatico^  as 
<the  operations  proposed  by  this  bill. 

The  effect  on  the  ordinary  ctrcolattng  medinms 
of  the  States  was  folly  examined  ia  the  details  of 
the  committee*s  report,  to  which  he  referred. 

On  the  whole,  be  hoped,  when  Sr^.nators  would  , 
comeUiUy  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  tovifw 
it  with  a  single  eye  to  tbe  reliel  cf  the  conntr)^ 
they  would  feel  satisfied  that,  while  the  measure 
could  not  be  objected  to  on  constit  itional  groucds, 
it  would  not  only  (so  far  as  the  Government  wjs 
concerned)  effect  all  the  objecta  proposed,  of  col- 
lecting, safekeeping,  and  diBhursittg  the  public 
revenues;  but  it  would  enable  it  toperform  a  duty 
which  it  owed  to  the  country— of  affording  that  re- 
lief which  alone  could  be  given  hy  the  establish- 
ment of  a  sound  currency  and  a  uniformity  of  ex- 
changes. Whatever  might  be  tbe  course  of  oth'  r 
Senators,  he,  at  least,  should  console  himseK,  un- 
der any  disposition  that  might  be  made  of  tbt*  bill, 
with  the  proud  eonsciousnefs  tbas  in  bringing  it 
forward,  and  advocating  \t  as  he  had  done,  he  had 
not  only  performed  his  du  y  to  his  constitnent^^ 
but  to  the  country  at  large 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  tomorrow. 
Then, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  the  bill  foi  re- 
paving  and  repairing  Fennsylvania  avenoe  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and  the  sev- 
eral amendments  of  the  Committee  on  tbe  District 
of  Columbia  having  been  adopted,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrosiaed  for  a 
third  reading. 

PRIVATE  HAIL  EXPRESSES. 

|The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  unfiniched  business  of  the 
morning  hour  of  Thursday  last— being  tbe  bill  to^ 
prevent  the  employment  of  private  expresses  upon 
mail  routes,  and  for  tbe  prevsntion  of  frauds  apoa 
tbe  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department ;  the 
question  pending  being  the  amendment  propa-^ed 
by  Mr.  Pouter,  to  strike  out  of  the  ?>econd  snd  fifth 
sections  the  words  **or  other  mailable  matter  k  hat- 
ever,*'  tbe  effect  of  which  proposition  would  be,  if 
adopted,  to  permit  all  matter,  except  lettert .  lo  bo 
conveyed  by  pri? aie  expresses. 

Mr.  MS^RICK  supposed  that  tbe  amend  men 
which  he  introduced  on  Thursday  last,  as  an  ad 
dltional  section  to  the  bill,  defining  tbe  meaning  to 
be  attached  to  the  words  **mailable  matter,**  by 
prescribing  what  matter  was  to  be  charged  with 
postage,  would  remove  the  objections  of  *he  Sena- 
tor from  Miclkigan,  [Mr.  PoaTXR]  This  amend- 
ment was  submitted  with  tbe  view  of  removing  the 
objections  of  that  Senator;  be  presumed,  there- 
fore, he  would  waive  his  amo  Iment  to  strike  out 
the  words  proposed. 

Mr.  PORTER  replied,  sobsiantlally,  'hat  the  ob 
jection  which  he  had  to  the  use  of  the  words  "mail 
able  matter,'*  on  account  of  the  iiidefinite  meaning 
which  might  be  atucbed  to  them,  m'ght  be  re- 
moved by  tb/ amendment  defining  what  was  mail 
able  matter.  But  he  had  a  further  objection,  which 
was  not  n  moved  by  the  amendment"  That  e** 
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jeetion  was,  that  the  amendment  compelled  per- 
sons to  deposiie  in  ihe  post  office  packages  of  mo- 
ney and  manoscripts.  He  wished  to  confine  this  bill» 
«•  to  wbatconstilnted  mailable  matter,  to  the  limita- 
tions of  the  act  of  1895.  According  to  the  con- 
Btmctlon  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads  himself,  packages  of 
bank  notes  and  manotenpts  woufd  come  within 
the  denomination  of  letter  postage  by  the  provisions 
of  this  bill.  Mr.  P.  said,  qnder  this  riew  of  the 
case,  he  conld  not  withdraw  his  amendment,  or 
Tote  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  [Mr.  Merrick.] 

He  ihen  went  into  a  calculation  to  show  how 
enormous  would  be  the  postage  on  packages  of 
manuscripts  or  bank  notes  weighing  from  two  to 
three  pounds,  subject  to  letter  postage,  if  transmit- 
ted 400  miles  or  upwards.  He  characterized  thisef- 
efifort  on  the  part  of  the  Post  ^Office  Department  to 
compel  newspapers  and  pamphlets  to  be  transmitted 
through  the  mail,  as  a  new-born  zeal  brought  into 
action  since  the  passage  of  the  law  fixing  and  limit- 
ing the  rates  to  be  paid  the  railroad  companies  for 
transporting  the  mail.  By  that  law,  the  pay  of 
these  companies,  for  such  senrioes,  was  limited  to 
4300  per  mile;  the  right  being  reserved  to  the  de- 
jpartment  to  send  one  ton,  or  (bur  or  more  per  day, 
if  necessary.  Before  the  passage  of  such  law,  the 
•fifort  was  to  avoid  carrying  in  the  mail  so  much 
of  this  kind  of  printed  matter.  But  now,  the  effort 
'was  to  force  it  all  through  the  mail,  without  regard 
to  the  additional  weight  imposed  upon  those  com- 
panies, and  the  limitation  on  their  pay.  He  then 
went  into  some.calculation,  showing  that,  notwith- 
standing those  companies  performed,  in  miles,  only 
the  forty-eighth  part  of  the  whole  mail  service,  and 
received  one-seventh  of  the  cost  for  the  whole 
service,  as  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post 
Office  Committee,  [Mr.  MsaaiCK,]  jet  he  thought 
if  the  weight  of  the  matter  transported  was  taken 
Into  consideration,  the  charge  would  be  found 
to  be  not  so  enormous  as  supposed. 

He  then  made  a  calculation  in  support  of  that 
podtioni  showing  that,  on  the  road  between  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia,  a  distaaos  of  about  one 
hundred  miles,  and  where  the  {«y  for  the  mail 
service  was  about  |30,000,  the  quantity  of  mail- 
able matter  transported  was  equal  to  four  tons  per 
day,  (two  tens  each  way,)  or  1,460  tons  per  an- 
num— the  pay  for  which  was  little  more  than  |1 
per  cwt.  This  he  conceived  to  be  but  a  reasonable 
charge  per  owL  for  such  a  distance.  It  seemed  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  those  companies  received  an 
enormous  price  for  the  serrice  they  perform.  Such 
was  not  the  case.  The  annual  cost  for  carrying 
the  mail,  he  had  understood,  on  the  very  route 
eited  above,  previous  to  the  erection  of  the  rail- 
load,  exceeded  the  present  cost,  and  at  one  time 
amounted  to  |40,000.  He  then  went  on  to  argue 
that,  even  if  the  Government  did  pay  these  compa- 
nies a  high  price  for  the  service  they  performed, 
yet  something  was  due  to  the  States  and  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  had  constructed  those  roads  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public,  on  account  of  the  great- 
ness of  the  undertaking,  and  the  vast  and  unprofit- 
able outlay  of  money.  He  was  unwilling  to  make 
those  roads  contribute  to  the  payment  of  the  taxes 
properly  payable  by  other  portions  of  the  country, 
to  sustain  the  Post  Office  Department.  He  con- 
cluded with  some  further  remarks  in  support  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  MILLER,  as  one  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  which  had  reported  the 
bill,  felt  that  it  was  doe  to  the  chairman  to  slate 
that  he  had  concurred  with  him  not  only  in  its  ne- 
cessity, on  the  special  grounds  stated  in  its  provi- 
sions, but  as  a  preliminary  and  necessary  step  for 
the  other  importaat  bills  contemplated  by  the  .com- 
mittee—-one  of  which  was  a  reouction  of  postage. 
He  entered  at  large  into  the  subject  of  the  losses 
and  disadvantages  which  the  Post  Office  labored  un- 
der in  consequence  of  the  competition  from  private 
expresses,  and  showed  the  necessity  for  putting 
them  down;  which  he  contended  could  not  be  e^ 
f«cted  unless  by  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  as  intended  to  be  modified  by  the  chairman's 
amendment. 

Mr,  CONRAD,  as  a  member  of  the  committee, 


also  expressed  his  conviction  that  this  measure  was 
indispensable  for  the  pivservation  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department.  It  made  little  difference  whether 
the  question  really  at  issue  came  up  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  MichigaD,[Mr. 
Porter,]  or  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Mnn* 
aiCK',]  it  was  still  a  question  whether  the  com- 
petition of  these  private  expresses  operating' 
so  iojoriously  to  the  interests  of  the  depart- 
ment, should  be  suffered  to  monopolize  the  most 
profi(able  part  of  the  business,  or  should  be  sop- 
pressed?  He  argued  at  considerable  length  to 
show  that  already  these  private  expresses  had  made 
great  inroads  on  the  only  Valuable  routes  of  the 
regular  mail,  and  that  they  would  continue  to  en- 
croach till  they  ^ould  also  destroy  the  letter-carry- 
ing business,  unless  this  bill  were  passed. 

Hr.  WALKER  supported  the  bill  by  reference 
to  the  expenses  of  the  West,  where,  in  consequence 
of  the  facilities  afforded  by  steamboat  communica- 
tion from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  the  Post  Office 
Department  must  suffer  an  annual  loss  of  postage 
on  letters  and  mail- matter  of  not  less  than  from 
one  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  was  a 
common  practice  for  large,  commission  houses  to 
have  tin  boxes  on  board  these  boats,  for  carrying 
letters  and  parcels  from  one  city  to  another — their 
correspondents  having  one  key,  and  themselves 
another. 

A  commission  house  of  this  kind  in  Vicksburg 
or  Natchez  could  invite  all  their  customers  to  put 
their  letters  in  their  tin  boxes;  and  for  twenty-five 
cents  paid  to  the  steamboat  for  its  carriage,  mail 
matter  amounting  to  hundreds  of  dollars  might  be 
tranrmitted.  Five  or  six  commission  houses,  and 
five  or  six  rich  planters  connected  with  them — hav- 
ing the  control  of  their  steamboats,  in  consequence 
of  b«ing  able  to  freight  them — could  get  all  their 
letters  postage  free  from  New  Orleans  to  Natchez, 
and  then  to  any  city  on  the  line  of  navigation; 
while  the  producing  classes  in  the  interior  of  the 
country  had  to  pay  double  postage,  because  the 
department  cannot  reduce  the  rates  so  long  as  these 
frauds  are  practised. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  CHOATE 
and  SIMMONS  until  half-past  3  o'clock;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHOATE,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoMDAT,  February  6, 1843. 

Mr.  KEIM  presented  the  petition  of  John  S. 
Jennings,  asking  compensation  for  revolutionary 
services. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  evidence  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  John  D.  S.  Arden:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Timothy  Denore:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD,  on  leave,  presented  the  follow- 
ing reaolutiona  of  the  Legislature  (^  the  State  of 
B&ine: 

STATE  OF  Maine. 

RBS0LVB8  RELATDTO  TO  THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

Retolpedt  That  the  Saoaton  in  CongrMs  from  Uib  duue  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  Inelrncted,  and  the  Representativee  re- 
(laeeled,  to  aie  their  cooetant  and  continued  ezertione  for  ttie 
immediate  and  uncooditional  repeal  of  the  tNmkrupt  act,  paa. 
ed  ai  the  extra  eeasion  of  the  27th  Congreea. 

Aeaoived,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  signed  by 
the  Goyemor,  he  forwaraed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  eacn 
of  said  Seaaton  and  RepreeentatiTes. 

In  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea,  January  31, 1843: 

David  DUNN,  Spealcer. 
In  Senate,  February  1st,  1843: 

EDWARD  KaVANAGH,  Preaidant. 
February  1, 1843<-Approf  ed: 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 
A  true  copy: 

Attest:  PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VIRGU^IA  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  on  leave,  presented  certain 
resolutions  lately  adopted  by  ttie  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  asserting  it,  as  the  opinion  of 
the  Legislature,  that  a  representative  is  bound  to 
obey  the  will  of  his  constituents,  or  to  resign  his 
seat — df daring  that  Wh.  S.  AacHU,  one  of  the 
Senators  from  that  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  by  his  votes  in  fhvor  of  a  bank  of 


the  United  States,  and  for  the  repeal  of  that  ptotii. 
ion  of  the  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which  provided  thit 
distribution  should  cease  whenever  the  daties  tipoa 
imports  are  increased  beyond  twenty  per  cent.,  his 
violated  that  great  principle,  and  dinegarded  the 
known  wishes  of  his  constituents.  Also,  iostmc- 
ting  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Representt. 
tives  from  the  State  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
tariff  acts  of  the  last  session;  to  vote  against  any 
tariff  act  not  solely  for  revenue;  to  endeavor  to 
procure  a  repeal  of  the  distribution  act;  to  vote 
against,  and  use  all  proper  means  to  prevent  the 
incorporation  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  ether  institution  with  banking  powers;  and  to 
use  all  proper  means  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  said  that  a  report  hadheei 
printed,  and  laid  on  their  tables,  purporting  to  be 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  la 
favor  of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Nourse.  This  vis  a 
mistake;  the  committee  having  reported  against  the 
claim,  and  this  being  the  report  of  a  single  men- 
her,  which  was  rejected  by  the  majority.  He  pr^ 
sumfd  that  it  was  printed  as  the  report  of  the 
committee  by  mistake,  under  the  ordtisr  directisg 
the  printing  of  the  papers  relating  io  the  case.  The 
only  way  to  correct  the  error,  in  his  opinion,  voold 
be  to  direct  the  Clerk,  in  making  up  the  docnmenti 
of  the  House,  to  leave  it  out. 

Mr.  a  J.  INQERSOLL  said  that,  as  the  re 
port  was  drawn  op  by  him,  h  was  proper  for  bin 
to  say  that  he  knew  nothing  abAit  the  way  it  eaoe 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  reeomnit 
the  report;  but  after  some  conversation,  in  vhieh 
Messrs.  ROOSEVELT,  BOWNE,  and  McKEN- 
NAN  took  part, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  moiioB; 
and  the  first  motion  of  Mr.  RoatevxLT,  lo  direct 
the  Cleik  to  leave  out  the  paper  in  making  op  An 
public  documents,  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resoln 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  suite  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  for  the  regular  oito 
of  business,  which 

The  SPEAKER  said  was  reports  of  eomaitiees. 

WABASH  AND  ERIE  CANAL. 
'  Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana,  on  leave,  preseoted 
the  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana 
on  the  subject  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Casat; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  COWEN,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainsi 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  a  Dum- 
ber of.  citizens  of  Philadelphia  on  the  subject,  ^^ 
ported  a  bill  to  indemnify  Amos  Kendall  tor  din- 
ages  recovered  against  him  by  Stockton  A  Stokes, 
for  his  decision  against  them  while  in  the  peifotm* 
anoe  of  his  duty  as  Postmaster  General,  accompa- 
nied by  a  report  on  the  case. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  in  their  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  made  by  Mr.  Cown, 
in  the  case  of  Amos  Kendall,  among  other  things, 
hold  the  following  language: 


*Troin  all  the  evidence  in  the  case,  the  committee  are  i 
fled  that  Mr.  Kendall  was  governed  by  a  dedreto  fiMidai 


Poet  Ofllce  Department,  over  which  he  praaidad,  agaii 
by  allowancee  which  ha  believed  unjaat  and  illegal.  1w 
parpoae  was  adhered  to  with  unusual  pertinacity,  butnotftoo 
any  design  to  do  injustice  to  the  contracton.  It  ubdieMdf 
be  important  that  h»ne*t  guardian»  of  the  Ireoniry  uadd 
not  be  permitted  to  wffer  for  their  JideUt^.  Ilia  do*^ 
that  public  offlcers  err,  as  Mr.  Kendal!  did,  in  ftvor  of  m 
United  States;  and  if  those  who,  in  their  aeal  to  sare  (he  ffW' 
ury  from  ui^iast  claims  upon  it,  are  sul^iected  to  suits  for  dup- 
sees,  and  imprisonment,  for  whatever  error  they  maj  caoBiit, 
wnthout  indemnity  or  relief,  we  may  well  question  w'*'''^ 
in  all  cases  of  doubt  to  which  the  Govemmeiit  is  a  paffjiW 
decisions  will  not  be  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  especially  vm 
it  IB  considered  that  erron  against  the  Goremmeat  are  my 
rarely  made  the  subject  of  serious  complaint." 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice,  Mr.  COWBR 
moved  to  make  it  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Friday  next. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  Friday  was  already 
set  apart  for  other  business. 

Mr.  COWEN  was  aware  that  the  way  w 
entirely  blocked  up,  and  that  the  public  bosincss 
was  very  pressing;  but  there  was  no  chance  of  get- 
ting this  bill  consideredi  unless  a  special  day  vtt 
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migBefl  for  iu  He  •ppcehended  that  the  House, 
upon  au  ezaminatioD  of  this  ease,  would  find  that 
it  was  one  of  the  strongest  that  had  ever  been  pre- 
sented for  its  interposition.  It  was  a  case  that 
onlj  wanted  a  hearinf  to  insure  its  fayorable  con- 
sideration, and  that  hearing  could  only  be  obtained 
by  assigning  a  special  day  for  its  contideration. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moYiog  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  special  order  of  tbe  day  for  Friday  next 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  Friday  was  set  apart 
for  other  business. 

Bir.  COWEN  then  moved  Saturday;  bat 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  Saturday  was  also 
takes  up. 

Mr.  QOWEN  then  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
now. 

Mr*  GARRETT  DAVIS  argued  that  the  case 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  COWEN  was  satisfied  that,  il  the  gentle- 
man firom  Kentucky  would  turn  his  attention  to 
tbe  case,  he  would  readily  agree  that  no  examina- 
tion was  necessary.  There  was  no  difficulty  in 
the  way.  It  was  a  case  m  which  a  public  officer 
had  siiffered  loss  by  endeavoring  to  protect  the 
public  interests^  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  House 
should  protect  such  oflleeis  from  loss  or  damage. 
On  the  first  trial  of  this  case,  the  conn  being  satis- 
fied that  the  jury  had  given  vindictive  damages, 
net  the  verdict  aside,  and  granted  a  new  trial;  and, 
upon  the  second  trial,  the  jury  unsnimously  cer- 
tified that  they  were  satisfied  that  Mr.  Kendall 
acted  from  the  purest  motives,  and  ia  what  ho 
believed  to  be  the  strict  line  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  called  Mr.  C.  to  order. 

Mr.  COWEN  went  on,  and  endeavored  to  ex- 
plain the  case.  It  was  simply  this:  Mr.  Kendall 
declined  to  comply  with  an  award  of  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  Congress; 
and,  upon  a  mandamus  from  the  district 'court,  he 
did  comply  with  it  He  nnderstood  that  Mr.  K. 
acted  under  the  advice  of  the  President  and  his 
cabinet. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  again  called  Mr.  C.  to  order, 
and  he  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Q.  DAVIS  said  that  they  had  passed  laws 
to  prohibit  extra  allowances  to  guard  the  public 
treasury  against  abuses,  and  the  Executive  and 
the  public  officers  had  laughed  at  them.  Here 
was  a  similar  case.  A  law  had  been  passed,  which 
it  was  Mr.  Kendall^  duty  to.  carry  into  execution; 
yet  he  had  set  it  at  defiance,  and  now  ^me  and 
asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  consequences.  Now, 
he  thought  that  it  was  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry 
for  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  consider  how  far 
a  public  officer  should  act  on  his  own  opinions  in 
opposition  to  a  law  of  Congress;  and  he  hoped  tbe 
biU  would  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  JOHN  'C.  jCLARK  stated  that  there  were 
two  propositions  before  tbe  House:  one  was  to 
take  the  bill  up  and  consider  it  now;  and  the  other 
was  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  was  against  both  of  them,  and 
thought  that  the  sobjsct  shool'd  be  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  He  did  not  pre^ 
tend  to  say  whether  thii  was  a  just  claim  or  not, 
bat  it  was  due.  to  i)m  members  of  the  House  that 
f  hey  should  have  aa  oppormniiy  to  take  this  report 
home  with  them,  and  consider  it, before  being  com* 
polled  to  vote  on  it.  He  did  not  admire  that  sort 
of  railroad  legislation,  which  would  take  a  bill  up 
and  pass  it  on  the  very  day  it  was  introduced;  and 
he  thought  it  would  not  be  slighting  the  committee 
who  had  made  a  report  in  this  case,  to  take  it  up 
and  examine  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

'  Mr.  COWEN  said  that,  being  opposed,  as  he 
always  had  been,  to  the  consumption  of  the  time 
of  tde  House,  he  would  not  press  his  motion,  but 
wronld  acquiesce  in  the  referjBUce  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  and  re- 
port were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HUBARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Harrison, 
paymaster  ia  the  Kentocky  militia  during  the  last 
war;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  House. 

Also,  he  prceented  aeveral  adYCiia  reports. 


EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  asked  leave  to 
offer  a  joint  resolution  for  rewarding  the  officers 
who  were  engaged  in  the  exploring  expedition: 
objected  to,  and  not  received. 

PORT  PENN. 

Mi.  RODNEY  submitted  a  resolution,  (which 
was  agreed  to,)  directing  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
kiog  a  suitable  appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  the 
public  pier  near  Port  Pcnn,  in  tbe  Delaware 
river,  together  with  the  lands  and  tenements  there- 
unto belonging,  the  jurisdiction  thereof  having 
been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  an  act  of  tbe 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  passed 
January  39,  1791,  ^Ith  the  express  understanding 
of  the  General  Grovcrnment,  declared  by  acts  of 
Congress  approved  August  7, 1789,  and  July  33, 
1790,  to  pay  all  necessary  expenses  to  support  tbe 
boundaries,  and  repair  the  said  piers,  on  condition 
of  such  cession  beiog  made. 

Mr.  WM.  0.  BUTLER,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  claim 
of  Caleb  Atwater. 

POTOBIAC  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  fhim  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Cohimbia,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  tbe  completion  of  the  Potomac  bridge;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  eommittsd. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  committee 
had  directed  him  to  report  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to: 

Retotoedy  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  comma - 
■ieateto  thb  Hooaea  full  etstemeDt  ofxhe  manner  id  which 
the  aeveral  aume  o(  money  appropriated  for  the  repair  of  the 
Potomac  bridge  have  been  expeoaed— in  which  the  eume  paid 
for  materia)!,  and  to  whom  paid,  the  eama  paid  for  woric  and 
labor,  and  to  whom,  and  the  naiun  of  the  woric  and  labor  ihey 
•eveially  performed,  ehall  be  eeparately  etated.  And  that  he 
also  inform  thia  Houae  whether  the  officen,  auperintendenti, 
and  hand!  employed  upon  aaid  bridge,  in  its  repair,  have 
been  paid  by  the  aaj,  month,  or  year,  and  at  what  rate;  and 
whether  any  officer,  enperintendent,  or  hand,  so  employed,  haa, 
during  hie  employment,  received  compeneation  for  any  other 
public  aervice,  and  how  much. 

Mr.  BAKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of 
Thomas  W.  Drewry. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  BOWNE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds — who  were  instructed,  by 
a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  30th  day  of  De- 
cember last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abol- 
ishiag  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings  in  this  dty,  or  of  reducing  his  compensation- 
made  a  written  report,  in  whieh  the  committee  set 
forth  the  inexpediency  of  abolishing  the  office. 
Tbey,  however,  thought  the  salary  should  be  re- 
duced*, but  they  deemed  it  invidious  to  reduce  the 
salary  of  this'  officer,  without  embracing  in  the 
same  bill  the  salaries  of  other  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment similarly  situated,  which,  with  the  same 
propriety  and  justice,  required  reduction. 

He  was  understood  to  move  that  the  report  be 
printed,  (which  was  agreed  to,>  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Select  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  said  he  had  a  bill  on  that 
subject,  which  he  wished  to  present;  and  for  the  in- 
troduction of  wluch,  as  objection  was  made,  be 
moved  a  suspension  of  tbe  rules. 

The  bill  was  read,  for  tbe  information  of  the 
House.  It  was  *'An  act  to  fix  the  compensation 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,"  and 
proposed  to  fix  the  salary  at  |^,000,  instead  of 
A3,000,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  CLIFFORD  hoped  tbe  bill  would  be  re- 
ceived, and  passed. 

The  House  agreed  to  suspend  tbe  rules  for  its 
reception;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  would  be  better  to  put 
the  bill  on  its  third  reading. 

Ifr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  its  engrossment, 
with  that  view. 

Tbe  yeaa  and  nays  were  called  for. 

Mr.  BOWNE  said  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
BnildingSi  pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the 
House,  had  given  this  subject  a  pretty  thorough 
investigation;  and,  while  they  agreed  that  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Commissioner  should  be  reduced)  tbe  \ 


committee  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  invid^ 
ions  to  reduce  in  an  isolated  ease,  "When  the  officer 
was  receiving  no  greater  exoess  of  salary  than  nine  • 
tenths  of  .the  officers  of  the  Government.  The 
subject  of  salaries  generally  bad  been  referred  te  a 
select  committee,  'from  whom  it  was  expected  that 
a  general  bill,  reducing  all  salaries,  as  far  as  pro- 
priety would  admit,  would  be  received;  and  to  that 
committee  they  wished  this  particular  ease  to  go, 
with  the  report  of  the  committee.  But  now  a  mi* 
nority  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— nay, 
a  single  member  of  that  committee,  on  his  own 
motion,  sought  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
introduction  of  a  bill  in  this  isolated  case,  without 
waiting  for  the  printing  of  the  report  just  made, 
and  now  it  was  put'  itpon  its  engrossment,  and  a 
disposition  was  shown  to  pass  it  right  oflf.  Where 
was  bis  colleague  from  New  York,  [Mr.  J.  C. 
Ciaax,]  who,  a  few  minutes  ago,  protested  against 
hasty  legislation  when  a  bill  was  before  the  House, 
supported  by  tbe  unanimous  vote  of  tbe  Committee 
of  Claims,  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Kendall?*— a  bill 
which  the  chairman  of  that  committee  declared 
had  more  merits  than  any  other  bill  which  had 
been  reported  to  this  House.  He  was  silent  now; 
and  when  a  bill  relating  to  thersalary  of  an  officer^ 
who  was  in  the  situation  of  nearly  all  other  officers 
of  this  QoTernment,  was  brought  in,  it  was  pushed 
through  with  hot  baste,  and  was  to  be  psssed  with- 
out any  consideratiott^  whatever.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
was  not  opposed  to  retrenebment,  but  in  favor  of 
it;  but  be  was  opposed  to  the  oppression  of  an  m- 
dividaal  when  he  saw  that  he  was  singled  out  by 
tbe  malice  of  one  man— he  did  not  mean  any  cne 
member  of  this  House,  or  of  a  committee  of  this 
House-^ttt  a  single  man  who  was  out  of  either, 
but  resident  in  this  city— while  others  in  a  similar 
situation  were  left  untouched. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  said  this  bill  proposed  to  reduce 
tbe  salary  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, and  they  had  tbe  statement  of  ihe  gendemaa 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Bownn]  that  tbe  committee 
unanimously  favored  the  reduction;  end  yet  objec* 
tion  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  came  from  that  gen- 
tleman  alone,  a&r  he  bad  presented  a  report  from 
a  committee  recommending  such  reduction — which 
eommittee  should  have  reported  a  bill  to  carry  out 
their  own  recommendation.  The  Houf e,  however, 
had  permitted  one  of  its  members  to  report  a  bill, 
and  he  did  not  deem  its  passage,  under  all  ihe  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  legislating  in  hot  haste.  What 
did  the  bill  propose?  To  reduce  tbe  salary  of  a 
subordinate  officer  of  the  Government  to  (3,000-hi 
sum  exceeding  the  salary  of  nuay  of  the  Governors 
of  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  of  many  of  tbe 
judges  of  tbe  States,  whose  station  required  taleaia 
and  energies  far  greater  and  superior  to  those 
required  by  the  duties  of  the  office  in  question.  At 
tbts  late  pMiod  of  the  session,  he  thought  he  ^hould 
best  consult  the  wishes  of  tbe  House  by  demsnding 
the  previous  question.  He  however  wi^drew  that 
motion,  at  tbe  request  of 

Mr.  BOARDMAN,  who,  in  the  course  of  some 
observations,  said  it  was  of  some  consequence  that 
this  salary  should  be  fixed  before  the  general  ap» 
propriation  bill  was  passed,  as  thereby  provision. 
must  be  made  for  its  payment. 

Mr.  WARD,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  said  ihey  were 
in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  this  salary,  but  they 
thought  it  would  be  invidious  to  reduce  it  alone^ 
especially  while  the  postosaster  of  the  House, 
whose  services  were  only  for  three  montha  one 
year,  and  about  six  months  the  next,  was  receiving 
|1,500  per  annum;  and  Wilson,  who  ooenpied  tbe 
filace  of  an  offloer  in  the  rotundo,  reeeived  1 1,500 
for  walking  about  there.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
those  salaries  sbonld  be  reduced  also.  Now,  what 
were  the  duties  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings? 

The  fee-simple  of  the  land  on  which  all  the  pub- 
lic bttildii^  stand,  and  of  all  the  reservations  and 
unsold  lots  in  the  city  of  Washington,  is  in  the 
CommissioBer  of  Public  Buildings,  as  suecrsfor 
of  the  three  first  conunissioners  appointed  by  Gen- 
eral Washington.  The  original  conTeyances,  and 
the  plats  of.  the  divisions  of  the  lands  between  ibe 
proprietors  and  the  comnussioners,  and  all  the  let- 
tersi  miante>boekS|  Moonntsi  and  papcn  of  every 
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deseiiption  in  relation  to  the  city,  are  filed  away  in 
Uie  office  of  ibe  Commisnoner,  The  i>ooks  of  ibe 
squares^  reeerratioas,  Ae.»  witb  the  divisions  of  the 
aqoaiea  into  iots,  with  the  n amber  of  square  feet  in 
OAch  lot,  are  aJao  kept  in  this  offiee.  These  reeords 
are  the  property  of  the  Qeneral  QoTemment,  and 
liave  been  placed  in  a  fire- proof  office,  under  the 
thuge  of  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Qovemmeni, 
and  responsible  to  it  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  dmies.    His  principal  da  ties  are  as  follows: 

To  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  copies  of  all  the 
contracts  for  the  past  year,  the  names  of  the  appli« 
cants  for  said  contracts,  and  the  amount  of  their 
respective  bids. 

To  make  to  Ck>ngress,  annually,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  a  report  of  tbe  manner  in 
which  ail  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings 
and  grounds  have  been  applied. 

To  submit  all  the  estimates  for  public  buildings 
and  grounds  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
aad  Grounds,  to  be  examined  and  spproved  by 
them,  before  they  are  reported  to  the  House. 

To  form  all  the  contracts,  and  disburse  all  the 
moneys  for  materials  furnished,  or  labor  per- 
formed.'^ 

To  have  a  general  superintendence  of  all  per- 
sons under  him  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  pay  them  monthly  the  amount  of  their 
wages. 

To  attend  at  his  office  to  the  calls  of  all  'persons 
on  matters  of  business;  to  make  examinations  for 
them;  and  to  furnish  reports,  papers,  and  evi- 
dence from  the  records  of  his  office,  when  called 
for. 

To  ascertain  the  number  and  value  of  public 
lots;  to  make  sales  of  the  same,  when  necessary;  to 
execute  deeds  of  conveyance  lo  the  purchasers;  and 
to  account  for  the  proceeds. 

To  select  and  value  donation  lots. 

To  attend  to  suits  depending  between  the  United 
States  and  individaals  in  relation  to  the  public 
lots. 

To  cause  regular  entries  to  be  made  of  all  the 
moneys  paid  away  on  account  of  the  Go?ernment, 
and  to  keep  each  appropriation  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, and  to  procure  vouchers  (at  his  own  risk)  that 
will  pass  the  treasury. 

To  see  that  the  necessary  alterations  and  repairs 
are  made  at  the  Capitol  and  the  Presidents  House; 
and  that  the  grounds  at  each  place  are  kept  in 
proper  order. 

To  take  charge  of  the  pnblic  reservations  and 
lots  belonging  to  Government;  and  to  protect  from 
injury  the  buildings,  trees,  shrubs,  enclosures,  cal- 
veits,  pipes,  hydrants,  cisterns,  lamps  and  bridges; 
and  to  prevent  the  removal  of  any  stone,  gravel, 
sand,  or  other  property  of  the  United  States,  on 
any  part  of  the  public  grounds  or  lots  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

To  take  an  inventory  of  the  plate  and  furniture 
at  the  PreddeniS  House,  when  the  President's 
term  of  service  expires. 

To  take  charge  of  the  house  and  furniture  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  his  family,  and  to 
remove  the  plate  to  some  place  of  safety. 

To  keep  in  order  the  iron  pipes  that  conduct  the 
watf  r  from  Onith's  spring,  by  the  Capitol,  to  the 
General  Post  Office,  and  to  the  Treasury  and  Slate 
Departments;  and  f^om  Fountain  square  to  the 
President'i  House,  and  to  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments— a  distance  of  more  than  three  miles. 
These,  with  the  fireplugs,  are  frequently  out  of 
order,  and  require  much  attention. 

To  take  charge  of  the  Potomac  bridge;  to  cause 
.  it  to  be  properly  lighted;  lo  guard  against  wanton 
injuries  and  obstnietions;  and  to  preserve  a  due 
police  on,  or  near  it,  so  as  to  insure  the  safety  of 
the  passengers  and  of  the  pnblic  property;  to  ap- 
point three  efficient  draw-keepers,  aad  to  see  that 
thi^  discbarge  their  duties  faithfully. 

To  cause  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  joint  orders  of  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  for  the  care,  preservation, 
and  orderly  keeping  and  police  of  the  Capitol  and 
its  appurieaacces,  to  be  enforced  bj  the  fi?e  watch- 
men or  police  oflkcers  appointed  by  him,  and  who 
are  le^ponsible  to  htan  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  duties. 
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To  prohibit  refredhments  to  be  sold  in  any  part 
ottbe  bailding  or  its  appendages,  exc<»pt  in  such 
reoms  as  are  appropriated  to  that  purpose  by  Con- 
gress; and  that  the  bills  of  rates  of  the  restaorateurs 
(after  having  been  approved  by  him)Jbe  kept  past- 
ed up  in  each  room. 

To  cause  the  Capitol  square  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue  to  be  properly  lighted  up  on  dark 
rainy  nights,  and  when  the  moon  afibrds  no  ligh^ 

To  pay  the  captain  and  the  anxiliary  watch 
their  compensation  monthly,  and  to  settle  the  ac- 
connt  at  the  proper  department. 

The  head  of  each  bureau  has  under  him  many 
experienced  and  well-informed  clerks,  who  can 
transact,  and  ha\e  transacted,  the  basiness  of  the 
office,  for  weeks  at  a  time,  in  the  absence  of  the 
chief,  without  any  public  inonvenience.  Not  so 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Boildings.  The 
nature  of  bis  duties  is  snch  as  to  require  his  almost 
daily  attention  to,  and  inspection  of,  the  various 
subjects  committed  to  his  charge. 

The  Commissioner  has  disbursed  and  accounted 
for  more  than  one  million  eight  hundred .  thousand 
dollars  within  the  last  six  years;  and  will  have 
heavy  disbursements  to  make  every  year.  More 
fire-proof  buildings  are  needed,  and  must  be  built, 
to  protect  from  the  ravages  of  the  fire  the  very 
many  valuable  papers  and  documents  which 'are 
now  deposited  in  unsafe  buildings,  and  in  rented 
houses.  As  the  improvements  increase,  the  duties 
of  the  Commissioner  are  necessarily  increased. 

Now,  while  the  committee  were  disposed  to  have 
the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  reduced,  they 
thought,  in  justice  to  that  officer, who  had  faithfully 
discharged  his  duties,  he  should  not  be  selected  for 
retrenchment,  while  others  were  left  untouched. 
He  (Mr.  Wiao)  was  in  favor  of  retrenchment; 
and  he  hoped  and  trusted  it  would  go  on.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  proceed,  as  he  was  sure 
there  was  a  disposition  to  retrench — to  carry  it  out 
in  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  navy, 
whieh  was  partially  discn5sed;  and  not  only  in  the 
navy  and  the  army,  but  in  the  civil  offices  likewise; 
and  that  the  House  would  not  thus  invidiouslv  se- 
lect an  officer  who  had  faithfully  discharged  his 
duties. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  lo  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  |2,000,  and  inserting  1 1,500;  and  on 
this  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  eecon«1ed,  the  main 
question  was  ordered,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  BaoNsoM]  was  agreed 
to;  thereby  reducing  the  salary  from  |3,000  to 
|1,500. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  was  desirous  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  appending  thereto  his  bill  to  reduce  the  com* 
pensation  of  members  of  Congress;  but  he  was  in- 
formed that  such  a  motion  was  not  in  order.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  lo  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  WISE  requested  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  AairoLo]  to  move  to  recommit  the  bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  embrace  all  the  olbe^ 
redactions  which  had  been  proposed— and  especially 
thai  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  members  of  Congress.  As  he  had  the 
floor,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  make  that  motion  in  the 
name  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BOWNE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  hoped  the  previous  question 
would  not  be  entertained;  as,  thereby,  bis  motion 
would  be  cut  off. 

Mr.  WISE.  Will  the  previous  qnettion  cut  off 
my  motion  to  recommit? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WISE.  Well,  we  want  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered.  The  pre- 
vious question  was  then  seconded— the  vote  in  the 
affirmative  (taken  by  Messrs.  WxLLaa  and  Linn) 
being  110.    T^e  noes  were  no'^  taken. 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  rejected — yeas  31,  nays  161,  as 

follows:, 

YEA8— Meflsn.  Adams,  Barton,  Bowne,  William  O.  But* 
1eir,Jolin  Campbell,  BuieyN.  Clarke,  Crota,  Cashing,  Daw- 
■00,  Dolg,  BTerait,  GiUner,  Oiaofar,  Henry,  Holmea,  How> 
aid,  WUuam  W.  Irwin,  Lowell,  [HcKeDnao,  Powell.  AlezAn* 
der  H.  H.  Btiiart,8omter,  Taliamro,  Richard  W.  Tnompasn, 


Underwood,  Ward,   Watteraon,  Waller,  Rdwar^  D.  WbHa, 
andWiae— 31.  ,^   ^  ^ 

NAYS— Meaara.  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrewa,  Arnold^  Alber- 
ton,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beeaon,  BtrdMja^ 
Black,  Blair,  Boardman,  Boyd,  Brewatar,  Brixga,  Brockway, 
Bronaoo,  A-  V.  Brawn,  M.  Brown,  C.  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Burke,  Burnell,  William  Butler.  Green  W.  Caldwell.  Pat 
rick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campt>en,  ThomM 
J.  Campbell,  Caruthen,  Cary,  Caaej,  Chapman,  ChiUa, 
Chittenden.  John  C.  Clark,  Clifford,  Cbnton,  Colquitt,  Jamea 
Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranaton,  Crawford, 
Daniel,  Garrett  Davia,  Richard  D.  Davia,  Dean,  Deberry, 
Doan,  Baatman.  John  Edwarda,  Egbert,  Peaaenden,  Fillmore, 
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John  6.  Floyd,  Charlee  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  A. 
Foster,  ThomaaF.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gatea,  Gentry,  OerrT,Gid- 
dings,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Grahano,  Gwin,  HaJaied, 
Haya,  Hopkina,  Houck,  Hooaton,  Hubard?  Hodatm,  Huat, 
Cliarlea  J.  ingersoll,  Joaeph  R.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnaoo, 
Kelm,  John  P,  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy.  Lane,  Linn,  Lit- 
llefleld,  Abraham  McCleilan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay, 
McKeon,  Mallory,  Alfred  Marahall,  Bamaon  Ma«m,  IfaUiioi, 
Mathews,  Matiocka.  Maxwell,  Maynard,  MediJl,  Morfwetber, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morria,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Oliver, 
Oaborne,  Owaley,  Parmenier,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pearea,  P«». 
dieton.  Pope,  Ramaey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Rayner,  Reed,  Ecdp 
ing,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Rign,  RodoOT,  Rogew, 
Roosevelu  William  Ruaaell,  Jamea  M.  Rnasell,  BaltooMli, 
Sanford,  Saundera,  Sewell,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Tromaa 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Bteearod,  Btokely, 
Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  Jacob  Tiiomp. 
son,  Tillinghaai,  Toland,  Tomlinaon,  Triplett,  Taney,  War- 
ran,  Waahington,  Weatbrook,  Joaeph  L.  Whiia,  Chriatopber 
H.  Williama,  Joaeph  L.  Williama,  Winlhrop,  Wood,  Yorke, 
Auguatua  Young,  and  John  young-*161. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  pnt; 
and  the  bill  psssed. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  inquired  whether  the  momiog 
hour  had  not  expired? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  moved  that  the  House  reaolre 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  Honse  go  into 
committee,  with  a  view  to  take  up  his  retrenchment 
bill.  No.  548— [laughter]— the  most  important  bill 
now  before  Congress. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  FiLLMoaK]  had 
precedence. 

Mr.  M.  A.  COOPER,  by  general  cpnaent,  inuo- 
dnced  a  bill  '^amendatory  of  the  act  establishing  a 
branch  mint  at  Dahlonega,  Georgia,  and  definiog 
the  duties-  of  assayer  and  coiner."  The  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Speaker*s  ta- 
ble for  the  action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  he  was  to  understand  the 
Speaker  as  having  decided  that  his  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  of  toe  Whole  on  a  particular  bill 
(No.  548)  was  out  of  ordet? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  of  the  gea- 
tleman  from  New  York  had  precedence.  He  sog* 
gested  that  the  geoileman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
AairoLD]  mif^ht  attain  his  object  by  moving  to  take 
up  his  bill  in  committee,  which  a  majority  woald 
be  competent  to  do. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  never  covld  get  the  floor 
in  committee.  The  presiding  ofiieer  idwaya  hap* 
pened  to  be  against  bim. 

Mr.  GILMER  gave  notice  that,  he  shonld  take 
the  earliest  opportunity,  when  the  Hooae  resolved 
itseU  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  move  lo 
take  up  the  bill  reported  last  session  from  theSe* 
lect  Committee  on  the  Currency. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  going  into  com- 
mittee, and  decided  in  the  afi^mative — ayes  104, 
noes  not  counted.  (Mr.  Allxn  of  Maine  look  the 
chair) 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  committee  post* 
pone  the  further  consideration  of  the  navy  bill,  with 
A  view  10  take  up  his  bill,  (No.  548  ) 

Tellers  were  ordered,  [Messrs.  Rcioand  Unon- 
wooD,]  and  reported  ayes  55,  noes  79. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  postpone  the  navy 
appropriation  bill. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Tbe  committee  then  resumed  the  considers tioa 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  navy;  the  question  being  on  tbeamendmeat 
of  Mr.  MaaiwETmsa,  reducing  the  pay  of  tbe 
officers  twenty  per  cent. 

Mr.  PaoFPiT  (who  was  entitled  to  tbe  floor) 
not  beina  in  the  ball, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  observed  that  the  qnes* 
tion  before  the  committee  was  a  very  limited  one, 
and  should  not,  he  thought,  bring  on  any  general 
debate  as  to  the  merits  of  the  navy  or  its  aise.  It  was 
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Bimpif  a  qantion  of  dollars  and  cents  to  the  officers, 
aod,  as  such  only,  should  be  coD»idered.    When 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy  came  into  office, 
be  made  a  large  addition  to  the  officers,  mnch  greater 
tbaa  had  been  made  in  any  preceding  administra- 
tion; and  the  number,  therefore,  being  so  greatly  in- 
creased, offered  another  reason  why  the  pay  shonld 
be  ent  down.    If  (said  Mr.  J  )  yon  mnst  have  so 
many  officers,  yon  mast  have  them  at  a  lower  pay. 
The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,   [Mr. 
WisK,]  in  his  remarks  on  this  subject  the  other 
day,  bad  made  a  mistake,  which  he  wished  to  cor- 
rect.   The  gentleman  sa'd  that  there  was  bat  lit- 
tle increase  of  the  pay  of  the  officers  by  the  act  of 
1835;  aod  he  went  on  to  say,  that,  if  the  amend- 
ment prevailed,  it  would  cut  them  down  to  less 
than  what  they  I'eeeived  prior  to  that  act.    Now^. 
by  the  act  of  1835,  the  increase  of  pay,  according 
to  his  understanding  of  it,  amounted  to  but  little 
short  of  one  hundred  per  cent.    The  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  1st  March,   1843, 
showed  that,  prior  to  the  act  of  1835,  captains  re- 
vived f  100  per  month,  and  right  rations  per  day; 
aad  that  would  amount  to  the  sum  of  |1,950, 
which  commoD  captains  were  entitled  to.     He 
was  aware  that,  besides  this,  they  had  extra  al- 
Jowanbes  for  fuel  and  quariers,  dke ;  but  he  appre- 
hended that  these  emoluments  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  five  or  six  hundred  dollars  per  year«- 
aakiag,  in  all,  a  pay  of  |3,500  per  year.    Ba|, 
under  the  act  of  1635,  the  senior  captain  was  enti- 
tled to  |4,500;  captains  commanding  squadrons  to 
|4,000;  and  captains  on  leave,  |3.500.    Now,  this 
showed  for  the  senior  captain  a  pay  of  nearly  ofie 
hundred  per  cent,  over  the  pay  prior  to  1635.    In 
addition  to  this  |4,500,he  receives  one  ration  per  day. 
The  gentleman,  in  hi«  history  of  the  act  of  1835,  gave 
the  mode  in  which  an  investigation  was  made  by  a 
committee  of  the 'House,  into  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  their  expenses  of  living;  and  siid  that 
the  naval  officers  were  admitted  to  the  conferencps 
of  the  committee.    Now,  he  apprehended  that  if 
the  gentleman  would  call  the  officers  of  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government  before  a  commit- 
tee, to  inquire  what  pay  tliey  should  receive,  he 
would  find  none  of  them  disposed  to  be  very  eco- 
nomical.   He  would  obserre,  however,  that,  at 
the  time  the  act  of  1835  was  passed,  the  Govern* 
ment  had  so  much  money  that  it  did  not  know  what 
to  do  with  it;  and  hence  the  liberal  scale  by  which 
the  pay  of  the  navy  was  graduated. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  he  was  to  understand  the 
gentleman  that  the  pay  of  the  captain^j  was  advanced 
nearly  one  hundred  per  cent,  by  the  act  of  1835. 
The  gentleman  admitted  that  they  received  |3  500 
prior  to  1835,  so  that  a  reduction  of  twenty  per 
cant,  would  bring  them  down  to  where  thty  were 
when  that  aei  was  passed.  Mr.  W.  then  referred 
to  the  English  and  Frencltfservices.  The  pay  of 
British  flag  officers,  [admirals,]  was  13,775  dollars 
per  annum;  that  of  French  rear  admirals,  43,112 
franca,  or  8,200  dollars  per  annum. 

Mr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  apprehended  that  the 
gentleman  would  not  contend  that  we  ought  to  give 
our  post  captains  as  much  as  admirals  in  the  Brit- 
ish navy.  It  was  not  the  question,  with  U',  what 
the  British  or  French  Governments  paid  their 
officers;  bnt  the  question  was,  what  we  should  give 
our  naval  officers,  in  proportion  to  the  salaries  of 
other  offlcersof  the  Government,  theservices  render- 
ed by  them,  and  the- rate  of  living  in  this  country. 

In  183 Jl,  when  the  act  was  passed,  the'  price  of 
every  article  of  living  was  almost  donble  what  it 
now  is,  and  the  country  had  its  treasury  full  to 
overflowing.  Now,  the  treasury  was  empty,  and 
the  prioes  of  living  were  very  much  reduced. 
When  they  came  lo  look  at  the  pay  of  the  senior 
captains,  (|4,500,)  they  would  find  that  there  were 
very  few  officers  of  the  Government  who  received 
such  high  salaries;  and  yet  there  were  sixty- eight  or 
sixty-nine  ctf  them,  when  there  was  no  earthly 
reason  why  there  should  be  so  many. 

If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia prevailed,  naval  captains  would  then  get  (3,000 
per  annum,  and  commanders  |S,100.  Lieutenants 
now  received  (1,800  per  year — ^more  than  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress;  and  he  would  ask  if  there  was 
anything  in  the  service  ol  these  officers  that  entitled 
ihem  to  glitter  pay  than  members  of  thatHonscfl 


Compare  the  labors  of  one  with  ibe  other,  together 
with,  the  compensation  they  received,  and  it  would 
be  agreed  by  all  that  members  of  that  House  would 
do  well  to  exchange  with  officers  of  the  navy.  He 
admitted  the  importance  ef  the  navy;  yet  he  could 
not  agree  that  there  was  any  necessity  for  increas- 
ing the  number  of  officers  to  the  extent  that  had 
been  done  by  the  present  Secretary.  He  trusted 
that  the  next  Congress,  when  they  come  here, 
would  take  up  the  navy  and  army  both,  and  bring 
them  down  to  a  size  commensurate  with  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  the  country.  The  expenditures  of 
the  Government  never  could  be  brought  wiihin 
reasonable  limits  until  both  these  branches  of  the 
public  service  were  greatly  reduced. 

Mr.  FE8SBNDBN  opposed  the  amendment  at 
considerable  length,  and  objected  to  the  modfe  in 
which  the  reduction  was  proposed  to  be  made — in 
an  appropriation  bill,  instead  of  a  special  bill  for 
the  purpose,  after  a  mature  examination  of  the 
whole  subject  by  a  committee  of  the  House.  He 
wss  not  satisfied  with  the  arguments  brought  for- 
ward by  the  gentlemen  from  (Georgia  and  Ten- 
nessee, that  the  expenses  of  living  were  so  much 
reduced  below  what  ihey  were  in  1835,  that  the 
pay  of  the  officers  shonld  be  reduced  accordingly. 
He  had  seen  no  evidence  of  this,  and  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  navy  officers  were  subjected  to  less 
expense  for  living  now,  than  they  then  were.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the 
navy  was  the  proper  way  to  correct  the  abuses  in 
it;  and  he  thought  that  many  of  these  abuses  were 
more  to  be  charged  to  the  administration  at  the 
head  of  the  Gk>f  emment  than  to  the  navy.  It  was 
the  restoration  of  oflfcersto  their  rank  and  pay,  who 
had  been  broken  by  the  proper  tribunals,  that 
tended  more  to  destroy  the  discipline  and  efficiency 
of  the  navy  than  anything  else.  He  commented 
on  the  restoration  o(  Captain  Levy,  after  being 
court-martialed  four  times;  and  of  the  evil  influ- 
ence which  such  examples  exercised  in  the  navy. 
He  quoted  the  opinion  of  a  distinguished  officer, 
that  Democrkcy  would  be  subversive  of  all  order 
on  board  a  man  of-war;  and  reprobated  inflamma- 
tory adclressea  on  shore  respecting  the  navy,  which 
were  productive  of  a  disorganizing  spirit  in  the 
service.  He  Uien  proceeded  with  some  remarks 
on  the  subject  generally. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  it  seemed  to  be  conceded 
on  all  hands  that  in  the  year  1835  the  pay 
of  officers  in  the  navy  was  very  mnch  increased; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs [Mr.  Wrsn]  had  undertaken  to  account  for 
that  increase  on  the  ground  that  the  pay  of  the  of- 
ficers before  that  time  was  insufficient.  Now,  his 
recollection  was  (though  he  was  not  a  member  of 
this  House  at  that  time,  and  his  information  was 
consequently  derived  from  what  was  published  in 
the  newh-paperE  of  the  day)  that  the  ground  of  com- 
plaint was  not  so  much  that  the  officers  of  the 
navy  were  under  paid,  as  that  they  were  not  so  well 
paid  as  the  officers  of  the  army  and  the  officers 
employed  in  other  branches  of  the  public  service. 
This  general  recollection  of  his  was  strengthened 
by  a  document  which  he  held  in  -  his  hand.  He 
then  quoted  from  that  document  (which  was  con- 
tained in  Gaits  and  Beaton's  Debates)  the  follow- 
ing statement: 

■'There  are  now  but  four  captains  of  the  navy 
commanding  squadrons— called  commodores  by 
courtesy — who  each  receive,  while  employed  as 
such,  flOO  per  month  -  -    |1,200  00 

Sixteen  rations  per  diem,  at  35  cents        1,440  00 
Allowance  for  cabin  furniture  -        300  00 


Major  general*a  pay  per  year 


#2,940  00 
8,807  64 


Balance  in  favor  of  major  general       -  #5  667  64 

Brigadier  general^  pfy  and  emoluments, 
including  fuel  at  #150  -  |6,048  33 

Captain  ot  the  navy,  commanding  a  ship 
of  the  line    -  -  -  •    3,160  00 

Balance  in  favor  of  brigadier  general  -  |3,888  38 

All  the  brtgadien  in  the  army  receive  the  pay  of 
major  generals;  and  nearlyi  if  not  quite,  all  the 


colonels  receive  brigadier^s  pay;  while  the  sea  pay 
of  a  captain  in  the  navy,  with  all  his  allowances, 
is  per  year     *       .  .  .  .  |3,160 

Shore  pay  .     '       .  1,930 

Master  commandant*s  sea  pay,  with  extra 
furniture,  is        ...  .     1^350 

Shore  pay  ......     1,170 

Lieutenant*s  ....     960'* 

This,  then,  was  the  ground,  or  one  of  the  grounds, 
of  the  increase  of  pay  in  1835.  The  complaint 
was,  that  they  were  not  as  well  paid  as  the  officers 
of  the  army;  but  those  gentlemen  who  advocated 
that  increase  of  pay,  did  not  inquire  whether  the 
officers  of  the  army  were,  oi^  were  not,  paid  too 
much.  There  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  times,  the  inflation  of  the  currency, 
and  the  h'gh  price  of  every  commodity,  had  an  ef- 
fect, at  that  time,  upon  the  regulation  of  the  pay 
of  the  officers  of  the  navy.  But  now  there  was  a 
change  iiL  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the 
country;  and  the  property  and  produce  of  the  conn- 
try  were  now  extremely  low,  and  the  means  of  liv^ 
ing  were  far  cheaper  than  in  the  year  1835.  The 
country  was  reinrning  from  an  ioflated  paper  to  a 
specie — a  real  aad  a  constitutional  currency.  They 
were  coming  back  to  the  commercial  currency  of 
the  world,  from  one  of  expanded  paper  promises; 
and  he  saw  no  good  reason  why  the  salaries  cf  the 
officers,  which  were  fixed  in  times  of  inflation, 
should  not  change  with  a  change  of  circumstances. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs had  likewise  said  that  ihe  pay  of  ih.  officers 
of  the  American  na? y  was  two  thirds  less  than  the 
pay  of  the  officers  in  the  British  navy;  and  he 
went  further,  and  said  it  was  necessary  to  hold  up 
their  pay  at  the  present  high  rates,  that  when  on 
foreign  stations  they  might  entertain  foreign  princes. 
But  he  (Mr.  G.)  ventured  to  as&ert  that  the  salary 
of  no  captain,  bie  it  what  it  might,  if  he  gave  en- 
tertainment  to  foreign  princes  on  board  his  ship, 
paid  for  that  emertaloment.  It  was  ;*omehow 
made  up  out  of  the  stores  of  the  ship,  or  somehow 
or  other— he  knew  not  how  it  was  ii\anaged — was 
paid  for  by  the  Government  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WISB  called  for  proof  of  that,  by  the  pro« 
dueiion  of  a  single  case.  He  said  he  denied  that  it 
was  so. 

Mr.  GORDON  challenged  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  produce  proof  that  the  sa'ary  cf  any 
American  officer  ever  paid  for  such  entertainments 
to  foreign  princes. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  could  inform  the  gentleman 
from  New  Tcik  that,  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  a  captain  could  not  charge  the  expenses  to 
this  Government  of  the  entertainments  which  (in 
the  Mediterranean,  for  instance)  a  captain  must 
necessarily  give  to  a  French  or  an  English  admi- 
ral who  had  previously  entertained  such  American 
officer  on  board  his  ship.  And  (here  was  not  a 
naval  officer  in  our  service,  who  wears  two  epau- 
lettes, who  would  not  disdain  the  imputation  that 
they  steal  the  means  to  furnish  their  hospitality. 

Mr.  KING  made  some  observations  which  were 
not  heard  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  all  he  intended  was  to  ex- 
press his  deep  conviction  that  these  entertainments 
were  not  paid  for  out  of  the  salaries  of  the  offi« 
cers. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  said  ii  was  on  record,  from  the 
head  of  one  of  the  bureaus,  that  officers  in  the  navy 
had  taken  the  ship-storeF.  The  charge  was  made 
that  the  officers  bad  used  the  wine  shipped  for  hos- 
pital purposes. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  such  was  the  fact.  He 
knew  what  the  charge  was,  and  it  was  entirely  dif- 
ferent. 

Mr.  GORDON  continued.  Let  that  be  as  it 
might,  he  had  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  he 
ventured  to  say  that  the  country  had  its  opinion; 
and  gentlemen  might  make  there  what  statements 
they  pleased.  Bnt  did  the  efficiency  of  our  navy  de* 
pend  on  the  ability  to  give  entertainment  to  foreign 
princesi  Was  the  navy  organized  for  that  pur- 
pose? 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  At* 
fairs  had  said  it  took  twenty  years  to  educate  a 
lieutenant  for  the  navy;  that  they  might  build  a 
ship  in  three  months,  but  that  they  could  not  make 
an  officer  in  less  than  twenty  years.    Bnt  if  it  took 
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80  long,  be  (Air.  Q,)  was  satisfied  that  they  had 
duller  apprebensioos  tban  be  sQppo&ed  them  to 
ha7e.  He  rather  should  conclude  vihat  the  state- 
ment was  an  exaggeration,  and  a  far-fetched  argu- 
ment, to  sustain  the  pay  of  those  officers  at  its  pres- 
ent rate. 

He  knew  it  might  be  said — and  probably  it  had 
been  said — that  they  ought  not  to  draw  a  compari- 
son between  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  navy 
and  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  civil  depart- 
ments of  our  Goycrnment,  because  the  officers  of 
the  navy  had  onr  fighting  to  do,  and  had  to  encoun- 
ter the  perils  of  the  sea.  But  they  were  now  about 
to  regulate  the  pay  of  those  officers  In  a  time  of 
piofound  peace;  they  were  not  now  required  to  en- 
counter the  perils  of  battle — unlesp,  indeed,  the  ta- 
king of  Monterey,  and  the  whipping  of  our  sea- 
men, and  the  exercite  of  tyranny  over  the  appren- 
tices, were  worthy  to  be  so  characterized.  The 
?entleman  from  Maine  had  alladed  to  the  case  of 
*apt.  Levy;  and,  from  that  case,  he  travelled  into 
ate  argament  against  the  extension  of  ibe  principles 
of  Democracy  to  the  navy;  and  thence  deuced  an 
argument  in  favor  of  high  salaries,  because  high 
salaries  were  necessary  to  sustain  that  branch  of 
aristocracy. 
Mr.  FB98ENDBN  explained. 

Mr.  QORDON  reiterated  the  language  quoted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  irom  a  post-captain^ 
that  the  principles  of  Democracy  might  do  very 
well  on  land,  but  they  would  not  answer  on  board 
m  man  of- war;  and  coupled  this  with  the  earnesmess 
with  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine  contended 
for  high  salaries,  that  that  branch  of  our  aristoc- 
racy might  ape  the  manners  and  practices  of  the 
officers  of  the  British  navy.  Thai  perfect  equality 
could  be  established  on  board  a  manof-war,  be 
did  not  pretend  to  assert;  but  an  approach  might 
be  made  to  it,  by  a  regulation  of  the  pay  of  our 
officers. 

He  wished  there  was  more  practical  talent  in  the 
navy,  less  aristocracy,  and  less  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  to  lord  it  over  their  infeiiors. 
He  wished  to*  see  more  humanity  exercised,  and 
more  practical  knowledge  and  experience  mani- 
fested. He  solemnly  believed  that  the  navy  was 
now  on  the  road  to  ruin;  and  what  was  accomplish- 
ing ill  He  answered,  the  mlliiary  vanity  of  the 
officers,  which,  as  it  were,  sublimated  their  com- 
mon sense,  and  put  high-flown  notions  into  their 
heads.  ,  Indeed,  he  almost  began  to  believe  that  the 
navy,  as  at  present  organized,  should  be  abolished, 
and  a  belter  and  more  practical  orgaaizatien 
brought  about.  He  did  not  like  to  see  so  many 
midshipmen  selected  fron^  one  State;  nor  did  be  like 
to  see  those  who  were  bred  up  in  commercial  circles 
'  overlooked,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  young  men 
of  aristocratical  pretensions. 

[Here  a  message  from  ihe  President,  by  the 
hands  of  R.  Tyler,  esq.,  announced  that  he  had 
signed  and  approved  ceitain  bills.] 

As  he  was  saying,  he  had  begun  to  think  that  it 
would  be  belter  to  abolish  the  navy,  and  organize 
it  on  a  more  practical  basis.  He  was  no  enemy  to 
the  navy.  He  was,  on  the  contrary,  proud  of  it  as 
the  right  arm  of  our  national  defence.  He  was 
proud  of  what  it  had  accomplished — of  what  It  had 
done;  not  of  what  it  was  now  doing.  He  could 
not  feel  any  gratification  at  what  had  recently  oc- 
curred on  the  Pacific  ocean;  nor  was  be  proud  of 
what  was  dene  in  the  case  of  Captain  Levy,  who 
was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  cashiered,  but 
whose  sentence  was  partly  remitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent. He  was  not  prond  of  the  fact  that  many  of 
our  ships  lay  rotting  at  foreign  ports.  He  wished 
to  see  the  efficiency  of  the  navy  restored;  and  he 
thought  it  could  best  be  done  by  cutting  down  the 
high  salaries.  The  pay  of  the  officers  was  now  se 
high  as  to-  produce  a  combination  of  influence, 
which  overpowered  the  Executive.  Crowds  of  ap- 
plicants were  always  ready  to  go  into  the  service; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  number  of  offi- 
cers was  continually  increased  beyond  the  wants 
of  the  country.  There  were  two  daises  of  men  in 
this  country:  the  first  were  willing  to  serve  their 
country  for  a  reasonable  compensation,  and  do 
their  doty,  for  the  honor  of  the  places  they  might 
have  been  called  to  fill;  the  other  class  fought  for 
pay»  for  plnader  and  the  spoils— ever  scraabling 


for  places  where  the  pay  was  high,  and  always 
beleaguering  the  appointing  power. 

He  would  again  call  the  attention  of  the  com-, 
mittee  to  the  case  of  Captain  Levy,  who  was  so 
unjustly  treated  for  no  crime  whatever.  What 
was  the  ofifence  for  which  a  court-martial  deter- 
mined that  Captain  Levy  should  be  dismissed  from 
the  navy?  A  boy  on  board  his  ship  disobeyed  an 
order,  and  mocked  his  officer.  Captain  Levy^n- 
stead  of  applying  to  his  bare  back  the  cat-o'-nine- 
tails until  the  flesh  was  cut  open,  and  the  blood 
streamed  down— determined  to  shame  the  l>oy,  by 
applying  a  little  ur  and  a  few  feathers;  thus  in- 
flicting a  less  cruel,  but  much  more  eff*ectuar  pun- 
ishment. The  case  was  passed  over  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and  not  until  the  present 
Secretary  came  into  office  was  the  matter  dug  up, 
and  Captain  Levy  brought  to  trial  before  a  court- 
martial.  He  was  subjected  to  an  immense  ex- 
pense, and  sentenced  to  be  dismi^d  from  the  ser- 
vice. The  President  interfered,  and  commuted  the 
sentence  to  one  year's  suspension.  All  this  was 
because  Captain  Levy  resorted  to  the  less  cruel 
and  more  huiaane  punishment  of  tar  and  feathers, 
instead  of  stripping  the  boy,  and  laeeraiing  his  per- 
son in  the  presence  of  the  whole  ship's  oompsiny  I 
Such  was  a  specimen  of  the^jnanner  in  which  jus- 
tice was  administered  in  the  navy ! 

But  what  was  the  difiference  between  the  pay  of 
officers  of  the  navy  now,  and  that  prior  to  1835? 
He  averred  that,  in  most  cases,  the  pay  had  been 
nearly  doubled.  In  1835,  there  were  four  post- 
captains  commanding  squadrons,  who  received 
|2,940  each.  The  same  officers  now  received 
14,500  each.  So  in  relation  K>  other  salaries,  he 
thought  a  similar  elevation  would  be  found  to  have 
taken  place.  But  there. was  some  excuse  for  the 
increase  of  pay  at  that  time.  Tne  treasury  was 
full,  the  national  debi  paid  off*,  the  country  flooded 
with  bank- paper,  everything  inflated,  money  cheap, 
whilst  the  necessaries  of  life  sold  at  a  high  price. 
These  several  circumstances  combined,  made  some 
excuse  for  the  increase  of  pay  in  1835.  The  re- 
duction of  salaries  20  per  cent,  would  not  bring 
the  pay  of  the  navy  to  where  it  was  before  that 
year.  Even  if  the  amAidment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Mkriwsther]  should  succeed, 
the  pay  o(  the  officers  would  remain  higher  than  it 
was  before  the  year  1835. 

Whilst  be  was  in  favor  of  reduction  generally, 
he  would  remark  that  there  were  some  whose  sal- 
eries  ought  not  to  be  reduced.  Did  he  have  it  in 
his  power,  he  would  so  modify  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  as  to  make  the  reduc* 
tion  therein  directed  apply  only  to  officers  receiving 
more  than  1 1,000  per  annum.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  PaorriT]  bad  remaiked,  there 
were  many  officers  in  the  navy  who  actually  re- 
ceived far  less  compensation  than  the  lacqueys  of 
this  Government,  and  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. He  (Mr.  G.)  wished  to  restore  equality  in 
the  pay  of  those  who  were  in  the  naval  service. 
The  sailor  was  not,  he  thought,  so  well  paid,  in 
proportion,  as  the  officer  who  commanded  him;  nor 
were  the  petty  officers  so  well  remunerated  as  those 
of  a  higher  grade.  He  was  in  favor  of  republic- 
anism in  our  navy,  and  opposed  to  the  infliction  of 
unnecessary  punishment.  He  wished  to  see  the 
American  navy  rendered  efficient — notefifeminated, 
by  officers  brought  up  in  the  lap  of  luxury.  He 
did  not  desire  to  see  or  hear  of  so  many  frolics 
given  on  board  our  vessels  of  war  to  foreign 
princes  and  grandees,  where  our  officers  would 

"Cat«h  the  maoDen  liriDg  ai  they  riae," 
and  import  them  into  this  country.  Too  many 
foreign  habits  had  alreadf  been  imported—- too 
much  afi'i^tation  already  introduced  into  our  so- 
ciety from  abroad;  and  none  had  had  a  greater 
agency  in  this  importation  of  foreign  cnstoms  than 
our  navy  officers.  Gentlemen  on  this  floor  were 
continually  holding  up  the  navies  of  England  and 
France  as  models  for  our  imitation — yes,  holding 
up  the  old  monarchies  of  Europe  as  fit  examples 
to  be  followed,  in  respect  to  their  marine,  by  a 
republican  Government !  There  was,  he  thought, 
no  need  of  onr  going  to  Europe,  or  anywhere  else, 
to  learn  experience  necessary  for  the  management 
of  our  ships.  There  is  tala&t  enoujph  in  this  ooun- 
tiy  for  that}  and  captnina  enough  in  the  merdumt 


and  whaling  service,  who,  in  the  energ^acy  tf 
war,  would  be  fully  capable  to  take  the  conuBsit 
of  onrnationai  vessels.  At  present,  there  was  m 
danger  of  war.  The  people  of  this  coaatry  hi4 
the  best  guaranty  of  peace  with  England.  The* 
held  a  mortgage  to  secure  that  object,  and,  aslosg  n 
the  Canadas  remained  colonies  of  Great  Britui 
England  would  not  dare  to  bring  about  ho8tiJiii«! 
There  was  no  danger  of  a  hostile  coatrovecsy  in  i«. 
laiion  to  our  Northwestern  territory.  So  loog  as 
we  stood  up  for  our  rights,  we  should  be  able  to 
maintain  them,  without  any  obstacle  from  ihelof. 
lish  Government. 

He  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  thit  the 
amendment  would  be  so  modified  as  to  exen^ 
from  reduction  the  pay  for  these  servieei  ^kUk 
.had  been  rendered  by  officers  since  the  conmeaoB. 
ment  of  the  half  calendar  year,  and  also  that  the 
salaries  of  officers  under  |1,000  would  not  be  n. 
daced.  But,  even  if  these  modifications  eouM  aot 
be  made,  be  should  vote  for  the  amendmeat. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  opposed  the  ameadmeat. 
He  was  at  a  loea  to  know  whether  it  proponda 
deduction  from  the  pay  of  officers,  or  an  iaeoai 
tax  upon  their  salaries.  He  contended  that  it 
would  be  manifeetly  unjust  to  make  such  a  hoci- 
xontal  reduction.  This  horizontal  rednetioa  vottjd, ' 
it  was  tme,  take  from  the  superfluities  of  oaedaa; 
but  it  also  took  fjrom  the  necessities  of  aaother.  A 
commodore  with  |4,500  might  afford  to  lose  90  per 
cent  of  his  pay;  but  how  hard  would  it  go  with  tin 
midshipman  serving  on  shore  to  lose  §60  oottif 
|300?  He  argued  that  though  the  salary  of  ila 
commodore  might  seem  high,  the  higli^t  qaaiifi» 
tions  and  the  longest  service  were  required  iaorda 
to  obtain  that  post.  Even  the  cashier  of  a  reflpee- 
table  bank,  serving  on  land,  and  with  none  of  the 
delicate  and  responsible  duties  of  the  coniasdoreat 
sea,  with  no  Uvea  to  presefve;  received  |l,0(N. 
Why,  then,  should  objection  be  made  to  the  nhij 
of  |4,500  for  a  commodore)  Mr.  T.  thenwat 
into  a  comparison  of  the  pay  and  eiiolDBenli 
received  by  the  officers  of  the  navy  prior  to  the 
act  of  1835,  with  what  they  now  reoeife,  in  older 
to  show  that  the  increase  was  not  so  great  asilie 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  conteoided. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Georgia,  after  a  few  pKdlai* 
nary  observations,  said  that  he  would  have  prefer* 
red  taking  up  the  exchequer  bill  called  for  bj  tk 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  before  act- 
ing on  this,  in  order  to  see  what  the  Hoasevii 
disposed  to  do  towards  providing  the  means  of  eu* 
rying  on  the  Government  Not  that  he  wnld 
have  voted  for  that  bill;  but  he  wished  a  diseanoi 
to  arise,  which  would  bring  clearly  before  the 
House  the  present  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
country,  before  settling  the  rate  of  expenditnre  for 
an  important  and  cosily  branch  of  the  pnbliesff- 
vice.  No  man  who  lived  his  country,  and  who 
looked  beyond  the  present  moment--vtolKr . 
he  belonged  to  the  pnrty  of  the  Adminis&atiPit 
or  to  that  party  which  expected  to  haTC  the 
management  of  public  aflfairs— bnt  most  M 
that  the  Govemntent  is  weighed  dowit  bj '» 
creasing  debt  and  embarrassment,  and  (bit  i 
heavy  responsibility  rests  on  those  who  hate  le 
carry  it  on.  What  was  the  present  oonditioa  of 
pnblic  affairs?  Why,  one  part:jr  was  proposing  ihi 
use  of  the  Governments  credit  in  Ibe  fom  of  pa* 
per  money,  alleging"— and  alleging  traly-^  '^ 
Government  could  not  be  carried  on  with  its  pro* 
ent  means;  that  its  rescurces  were  inadeqaaie;  u^ 
with  the  present  means  of  collecting  refoane,  m 
prospect  of  a  change  for  the  better.  It  woald  be 
found  that  they  were,  in  short,  driven  to  oneoribe 
other  of  three  alternatives:  to  abolish  the  amy  w 
navy,  and  thus  reduce  the  public  expenditnRM>' 
sort  to  direct  uxes;  or  use  the  dredit  ofiheQw* 
ernment. 

He  would  now  ask  of  the  Democracy  if  tbe J  *^ 
prepared,  when  they  came  into  power,  to  nuintaii 
this  Government  in  ita  present  sploidid  and  extia** 
agant  scale)  Were  they  prepared  to  nuuB^^jJ^ 
navy  as  it  was,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Bhode 
Island  said,  to  increase  it)  Weie  they  prepared^ 
maintain  the  army  and  the  eivil  list  on  lbs  pam 
scale)  If  they  were,  he  would  tell  them  ihaitt» 
Government  could  not  stand,  unless  they  '^[Jf^ 
direct  tanuinn*  or  to  tlia  nae  of  ilB  omit  \)J^ 
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iBSiie  of  pRper  money.  The  alieinative  ma$t  be 
taxation  in  some  form,  redaciion,  or  the  am  of 
eredit.  The  imposts  were  not,  and  would  not  be, 
anfficient  to  carry  on  the  Government  on  iis  present 
magnificeot  aeale.  Taxation  npon  tea  and  coffee 
wovk)  not  do.  How,  then,  was  rerenue  to  be 
raised?  There  was  an  average  balance  against  the 
treasary  every  year  of  seven  miUionf ;  and  in  five 
y«ars  the  debt  would  be  forty  millions.  What 
nextl  Why,  if  the  genileman  f.om  Maryland 
[Mr.  WiLLUM  GoflT  JoBMsoN]  adhered  to  hia 
project  of  issning  two  hundred  millions  of  Oov- 
ernmenk  scrip,  the  Democrats  would  be  forced 
into  the  support  of  it,  unless  they  reduced  their 
expenditures.  Some  gentlemen  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Government  coald  not  be  carried  on 
unless  on  a  magnificent  scale;  thai  they  must  keep 
pace  with  Great  Britain  in  her  naval  establish- 
ment, and  be  ready  to  fire  with  her  gun  for  gun. 
In  addition  to  that,  they  were  for  keeping  up  Sieir 
expendiiitres  for  internal  improvements,  for  dear- 
ing  out  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  removing 
snags  and  sawyers,  &c.;  in  effect,  carrying  on  a 
splendid  and  magnificent  Government  with  splen- 
did salaries*  But  gentlemen  should  reflect  that 
all  these  things  could  not  be  done  without  money; 
'  and  the  question  was,  where  was  the  money  to 
come  from?  Mr.  Q.  adverted  to  the  condition 
of  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  reminded  ihem  of  the  argu- 
ments used  for  the  establishment  of  a  United 
States  Bank,  by  which  many  Democrats  were 
brought  in^o  the  support  of  that  measure.  Were 
iiot  gentlemen  preparing  the  foundation  for  the 
same  arguments,  and  lending  themselves  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  similar  institution,  by  persisting 
in  keeping  up  the  Government  on  its  present  mag- 
nificent scale?  Now,  if  he  were  to  say  that  he 
was  for  abolishing  the  army  and  the  navy,  as  the 
only  means  of  maintaining  the  republic,  be  would 
be  called  a  radical;  yet  it  was  his  firm  belief  that 
both  could  be  very  well  dispensed  with,  or  reduced 
to  a  Ytry  small  scale.  We  needed  very  few  ships, 
and  very  few  soldiers;  and  an  expense  of  twelve, 
fourteen,  or,  at  most,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars, 
was  amply  sufiicient  to  carry  on  the  Government. 
Mr.  C.,  after  commenting  on  the  many  items  of 
extravagant'  expenditure  which  were  in  favor  in 
the  House,  lamented  that  there  were  Democrats 
enough  on  the  floor  to  join  with  the  Whigs  to* 
morrow  in  votiog  for  clearing  out  the  Missl<4ippi, 
or  Ashtabula,  or  some  other  creek,  and  construct- 
ing haibors,  &c.  If  this  course  of  extravagance 
should  be  persisted  in^  gentlemen  would  be  driven 
to  the  adoption  of  the  exchequer,  or  soae  kindred 
scheme.  For  bis  part,  he  would  say  that  he  never 
would  give  up  the  position  that  this  Government 
had  not  the  power  to  use  anythiog  as  mo|iey  but 
gold  and  silver. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  was  glad  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  M.  A.  Coopbr]  had  given 
in  his  adhetion  to  him,  (Mr.  Abmold,)  and  that  he 
woald  vote  for  bill  No.  548.  He  was  not  only 
willing  to  cut  down  midshipmen  of  the  navy,  and 
the  pay  of  this  House — 

Mr.  COOPER  interposed  to  say  that  he  had  sug- 
gested no  plan  for  cuuing  down  salaries,  but  he 
said  he  would  abolish  offices.  He  would  abolish 
the  army  and  the  navy. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  l*he  gentleman,  then,  was  for 
abolishing  the  army  and  the  navy,  before  he  would 
allow  f3  tobe  taken  from  his  own  daily  pay.  That 
was  a  specipien  of  retrenching  Democracy.  If, 
however,  they  abolished  the  army  and  the  navy, 
the  people  would  abolish  that  House.  Let  them 
then  abolish  that  House,  and  abolish  the  Govern- 
ment; and,  as  a  gentleman  near  him  remarkedi  let 
every  man  be  his  own  Government.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  was  for  liberal  pay,  and  no  tax. 
[Laughter.] 

He  ihen  went  on  to  notice  his  own  exertions  to 
procure  a  retrenchment  in  their  expenditures;  and 
he  confessed  that  the  Whig  party  had  failed  him 
most  grievously,  and  he  feared  they  would  con« 
tinue  to  disappoint  him  most  grievously.  A  gen- 
tleman near  him  observed  that  the  Democrats 
would  stick  by  him,  and  he  hoped  they  would.  A 
good  many  Democrats,  he  woald  do  them  the  jus- 
tice to  sajj  had  stood  by  him»  and  be  hoped  they 


would  continue  to  do  so;  for  retrenchment  was  es- 
sentially necessary.  What  was  the  state  of  the 
treasury,  and  what  was  the  condition  of  the  rev- 
enuesl    He  was  told  the  revenue  would  not  reach 

113,000.000.  The  highest  anticipation  was  but 
15,000,000,  whilst  the  disbursements  would  be  at 
least  double  that  amount,  unless  they  entered  at 
once  on  this  retrenchment.  Such  was  the  pros- 
pect before  them;  and  yet  gentlemen  were  picking 
up  a  solitary  case,  and  cutting  down  the  salary  of 
a  single  officer  (the  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings) one  half.  This  was  done,  too,  by  gentlemen 
who  would  not  consent  to  put  their  hands  into  their 
own  pockets,  and  take  from  their  salaries  even  one- 
fouiib;  but  they  took  one-half  from  one  single  offi- 
cer, with  swelling  acclamation.  Such  a  proceeding 
was  disgraceful  to  ihat  House.  He  bad  had  a  bill 
in  that  House,  and  he  had  been  imploring  them  to 
act  upon  it  since  an  early  day  of  the  last  session — a 
bill  which  would  save  to  this  nation  something  like 
$4,000,000;  but  that  bill  they  would  not  touch. 
Wh;?  Because  it  reached  themselves.  Did  they 
think  tho  eountry^  would  give  them  credit  for  iso- 
lated, pitiful  retrenchment;  while  they  not  only  re- 
fused to  act  upon  the  bill  which  came  home  to 
themselves,  but  cast  reproach  on,  and  attempted  to 
disgrace,  every  man  who  sought  to  cut  down  the 
expenses  of  this  House)  No;  the  country  would 
look  upon  and  treat  them  with  scorn  and  con- 
tempt. 

After  continuing  for  some  time  his  strictures  on 
the  House  and  on  individual  members,  who  advo- 
cated all  reforms  but  such  as  afifected  themselves, 
he  went  on  to  say  that  if  their  pay  was  aot  too 
much  now,  eight  years  ago  it  was  too  little.  And 
if  it  was  not  too  mtleh,  uSe  pay  of  other  officers  of 
th^  Government  was  not  too  much.  In  reply  lo  a 
remark  from  Mr.  M.  A.  Goopaa,  he  said  |3  a 
day  would  be  a  good  price  for  many  members  on 
that  floor.  He  then  gave  notice  that  to-morrow 
morning  he  should  contend  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  invaria- 
bly got  the  floor;  and  if  he  got  it,  he  hoped  the 
friends  of  retrenchment  would  be  there,  and  give 
him  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  not  fritter  away  their 
energies  on  little  isolated  cases.  The  House 
owed  it  to  themselves  not  to  skulk  the  question;- 
but  if  they  were  against  his  bill,  let  them  vote  it 
down;  and  if  for  it,  pass  it,  and  let  their  constitu- 
ents have  the  benefit  of  it.  He  found  that  in  the 
country,  (as  he  had  been  informed  by  gentlemen 
who  had  learned  the  fafit  during  their  visit  to  their 
constituents  sinoe  the  last  session,)  men,  women, 
and  children  were  for  ''Arnold's  bill  548," 
[laughter;]  and  this  House  moat  either  take  it,  or 
lose  favor  with  the  people. 

Mr.  HOLMES  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  STEBNROD,  who  moved  lhat  the  commit- 
tee rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  reminded  the  Speaker  that 
there  were  several  executive  communications  on 
the  table,  which  he  hoped  would  be  presented  and 
disposed  of. 

The  SPEAKER,  accordingly,  presented  a  com* 
munication  from  the  Treasury  Department,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  (which  was  adopt- 
ed on  the  motion  of  Mr.  MeCLXLLiif  of  New 
York,)  calling  for  a  return  of  certain  fees  of  district 
attorneys,  marshals,  Ac,  It  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  communication  from  the 
Navy  Department,  accompanied  by  275  copies  of 
the  Navy  Register. 

JESSE  HOYT. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
memorial  from  Jesse  Hoyt,  late  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  (understood  to  be  a  reply  to  the 
report  of  the  accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury, 
charging  him  with  being  a  defaulter,)  wbioh  be 
begged  leave  to  lay  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ROBERT  McCLELLAN  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  memorial. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  it  was  very  long. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said*  that  if  the  reading  was 


called  for,  he  must  object  to  the  reception  of  the 
memorial. 

Mr.  McKEON  moved  that  the'  memorial  be 
printed. 

Mr.  R.  McCLELLAN  claimed  the  right  to  hear 
the  memorial  read,  before  the  motion  to  print  was 
put  to  the  Hou9e. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  renewed  hi^  objection  to  the 
reception,  and  the  memorial  was  not  received. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN,  in  accordance  with  no- 
tice previously  given,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  construction 
of  marine  hospitals  on  the  Western  waters:  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the,  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
W  call  up,  at  the  earliest  day,  the  bill  iu  relation 
to  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Western  waters. 
He  urged  the  necessity  of  action  on  the  subject, 
and  stated  that  prosecutions  had  been  commenced 
against  the  owners  of  eighty-two  steamboats,  for 
damages  received. 

Mr.  MALLORY  wished  to  ofifera  resolution 
calliog  for  information  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
,  ment;  but  objection  was  made,  and  it  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLER, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  February  7,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Ism.  laid  before  the  8en« 
ate  a  communication  trom  the  War  Department, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  March, 
1803,  abstrscts  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the 
several  States  and  Territories,  with  their  arms  and 
accoutrements:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Al  o,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Navy  Department,  transmitting  seventy* 
five  eopies  of  the  printed  Navy  Register. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Navy  Department,  transmitting  a  letter 
of  the  Second  Comptroller,  covering  a  statement 
of  the  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  of  1843; 
which,  on  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  memorials  from 
Hamburg  and.  Wales,  in  Erie  county,  and  one 
from  Franklinville,  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y., 
urging  upon  Congress  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for 
a  board  of  exchequer  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive: ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
310  citizens  of  Michigan,  praying  for  *an  appro- 
priation to  complete  the  works  begun  in  the  harbor 
of  St.  Joseph; 

A^so,  presented  a  communication  from  an  intel* 
ligent  citizen  of  Buffalo,  showing  the  defective 
state  of  the  harbors  on  the  lakes,  and  the  annual 
loss  of  life,  vessels,  and  other  property,  in  conse- 
quence; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ibe  latter  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SIMMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whieb  was  referred  the  proposition  to  print 
the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
reported  in  favor  of  printing  so  much  as  related  lo 
the  subject  of  agriculture,  and  contained  agricul- 
tartl  information. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  coDcurred  in. 

Mr.  KERR  moved  to  print,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  1,000  copies  in  addition  to  the  quantity 
ordered,  of  that  part  of  the  rq>ort  of  the  Commis- 
sioner designated  to  be  printed  by  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

Mr.  STURGEON  made  an  inquiry  as  to  whetl^ 
er  it  was  not  usual  to  print  some  copies  of  the  r^ 
port  for  the  use  of  the  department  from  wh'ch  it 
emanated. 

Mr.  KERR  said  that  heretofore  it  had  been 
usual  to  print  3.000  copies  extra,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate;  but  this  year,  after  consultation  upon  the 
subject,  and  with  a  view  to  avoid  any  objectioa 
to  the  printing  on  the  ground  of  expense,  be  thought 
it  advisable  to  reduce  the  number  proposed  to  be 
printed  to  1,000  copies.  He  remarked  that  the  doc- 
ument was  one  of  great  importance,  especially  to 
the  agricultural  portions  of  the  cotutti^. . 
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Mr.  SIMMONS  remarked  that  the  report  was  a 
voluminoas  one,  and  saggesied  whether  500  cop- 
ies woald  not  suffice.  Alihoagh  the  informaiioa 
it  contained  was  valuable,  he  thought  that  number 
was  sufficient,  ef  pecially  as  the  newspapers  would, 
in  all  probability,  republish  extracts  from  it  of  the 
most  valuable  portions  of  ihe  information. 

Mr.  KERR  said  that  he  had  consuled  with  one 
or  two  persons  in  relation  to  the  proper  number  to 
have  piinted.  He  was  of  the  opinion,  himself,  that 
500  copies  were  too  small  a  number  to  be  printed 
of  such  a  document  so  interesting  to  .the  agricul- 
tural community.  It  was  seldom,  indeed,  that 
they  ordered  anything  of  interest  to  that  class,  and 
coming  home  lo  their  breasts,  to  be  printed.  It 
was  not  a  very  voluminous  document,  and  the  ex- 
pense for  printing  would  therefore  be  ^mall. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  he  merely  threw  out  the 
suggestion.  He  did  not  make  a  motion  to  print 
the  smaller  number. 

Mn  CALHOUN  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
had  heretofore  raised  his  voice-  against  this  inven* 
lion  of  the  Commissioner.  It  must  have  occurred 
I  to  Senators  that  this  officer  had  regularly  taken  in 
charge  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  until 
the  department  under  his  control,  totally  discon- 
nected with  that  subject,  had  almost  become  a  home 
department.  If  this  practice  was  permitted,  by 
giving  sanction  to  it  there,  evils  (vrhioh  they  did 
not  then  see)  would  soon  grow  out  of  it.  There 
was  no  authority  that  this  officer  had,  beyond 
bis  duties  as  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office; 
yet  they  saw  that,  from  year  to  year,  he  bad  as- 
sumed the  charge  of  superintending  ihe  subject  of 
•gricnlinre.  If  it  was  not  arrested,  it  would  lead 
to  disastrous  consequences,  which  would  open  their 
eyes.  Although  he  approved  of  the  objects  as 
much  as  any  man— of  disseminating  agricultural 
information,  and  of  doing  everything  that  could  be 
done  properly  to  preserve  that  interest,  he  would 
rather  be  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  his  income 
from  his  agiicultuial  pursuit^,than  to  see  this  Gov- 
ernment becoming  the  peculiar  patron  of  agricul- 
ture, or  any  other  interest. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
print,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Wm.  B.  Maury,  and  others,  of  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  plan  for  a  board  of 
exchequer;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENTpro  Urn.  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Florida;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back  to  the 
Senate,  without  amendment,  House  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of 
Secretary  of|  State  to  frank  public  and  official  doc- 
uments sent  fromfthat  office." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  M.,  the  above  bill  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  being  ex- 
plained by  him,  and  there  being  no  preposition  to 
amend  it,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Offide  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  without 
amendment^  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  and 
M.  Riche. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  en  Public 
Land?,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
to  protect  the  titles  to  land  south  of  the  Arkansas 
river,  held  under  the  New  Madrid  loeaiion,  and 
the  pre-emption  act  of  1814. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  this  bill,  by  some  acci- 
dent, was  mislaid  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 
It  was  supposed  to  have  been  reported  long  since. 
It  was  the  same  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session;  and  the  committee  had  reported  it 
back  without  any  alteration  whatever.  He  hoped  it 
would  be  taken  up  and  considered  at  once. 

Mr.  SEVIER  also  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
bill  would  be  then  disposed  of;  it  had  passed 
the  Senate  two  or  three  times  btlbre;  but  was  not 
finally  acted  upon. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  considered;  and  there  being  no  motion 
to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and,  being 
engrossed  according  to  order,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  pasaed. 


Mr.  WALKER  reported  back  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  claims  for 
land  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl 
river,  and  south  of  the  3 l«t  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
for  the  relief  of  D.  and  J.  Wilkinson. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  B.  Sherman;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion«;  which  lie  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the  rule, 
viz: 

Reaolvedt  That  it  if  the  aolemo  and  urgent  duty  of  the  pres- 
ent Congren  to  adopt,  without  delay,  efficient  measures  to  re- 
vive the  crippled  ana  decaying  commerce,  replenish  the  impov- 
erished  exchequer,  and  arrest  the  alarming  accumulation  or  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States. 

Beaolvedj  That  a  modification  of  the  existing  tariflT  on  for* 
eign  imports,  such  as  will  render  it  strictly  and  in 'good  faith  a 
mere  revenue  measure,  is  indispensable  to  the  accomptishm«nt 
of  those  objects;  and  that  the  recent  measures  of  the  British 
Parliament,  partially  adopung  the  principles  of  free  trade,  the 
public  iodicaiions  of  a  dispobiUon  on  the  part  of  the  present 
ministry  to  extend  (hose  principles  still  further,  and  the  proba^ 
UUiy  of  the  speedy  organiEation  of  an  extensive  system  of 
smuggling  on  the  long  lipe  of  our  frontier,  furnish  pressing  mo* 
tives  to  Congtess  for  acting  on  the  subject  during  its  present 
eessioo. 

Reaobotd^  That  a  rigid  system  of  retrsDChment,  economy, 
and  accountability^  such  as  will  bring  the  annual  expenditures 
within  the  annual  income  of  the  Government,  is  not  less  indis* 
pensable;  and  that,  while  this  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  de* 
plorable  state  of  the  public  finances,  it  is  rendered  jusi,  and  not 
injurious  to  the  public  service,  by  the  great  reduction  of  the 
currency,  and  consequent  appreciation  of  the  value  of  money. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  BsiiToir  on 
Monday  last,  calling  upon  the  President  for  copies 
of  any  remonstrance,  or  protest,  addressed  by  Gen- 
eral Cass,  as  miniater,  to  the  French  Grovemment, 
against  the  ratification  by  France  of  the  quintuple 
treaty,  dkc.,  came  up  in  order;  but  was,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  ARCHER,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  passed  by  informally 
until  to-morrow,  to  afford  further  opportunity  for 
its  examination. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  repairing 
and  repavittg  a  portion  of  Pennsylvania  avenue,** 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Brown,  re- 
ported the  same  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Senate  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Wm.  Dn  Boys,  postmaster  at  New  Orleans,"  which 
had  been  returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roada. 

Mr.  WALKER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  preservation  of  the  collection  of  the  natural 
curiosities  furnished  by  the  exploring  squad-, 
ron,  and  from  other  sources;  which  'was  read 
twice,  and,  with  documents  from  the  National  In- 
stitution, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library. 

On  motions  by  Messrs.  DAYTON  and  HUNT- 
INGTON, the  previous  oriers  of  the  day  were 
postponed,  and  the  following  bills  were  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered,  and, 
there  being  no  motion  to  amend  them,  were  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
New  Jersey,  by  fixing  it  at  Trenton  for  the  future; 
and 

The  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  AtlCHER  presented  a  petition  from  Gkorge 
Mayo,  for  certain  compensation;  which  was  refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

THE  OREGON  TERRITORY. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  by  Mr.  AaciER,  on  yesterday,  to  recon<> 
aider  the  Tote  by  which  the  bill  for  the  occupation 
and  settlement  of  the  Oregon  was  passed. 


Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion;  which  were  ordered:  and,  the  question  be- 
ing put,  the  Senate  refused  to  reconsider,  by— yeas 
24,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

IfEAB— Meesri.  Archer,  Barrow,  Datei,  Bayard,  Bmieiw 
Calhoun,  Choate,  Conrad,  Crafte,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Bvaai, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  McDaflie,  Mangiim,  Miller,  Porter, 
Rivee,  Bimmooa,  Spragne,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbri4g»:-9t 

NAYr— MeasFB.  Alien,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchaoaa,  ClajtML 
Fulton,  Henderson,  King,  Lion,  McRoberta.  Menlcl^  Moreheed, 
Pheipe,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Star, 
geon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Williama,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
and  Young— 21. 

PRIVATE  EXPRESSES. 

The  unfinished  debate  was  then  resamed  from 
yesterday,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  employment 
of  private  expresses  upon  mail  routes,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  frauds  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department;  the  question  pending  bemg  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Poaraa,  to  strike  out 
of  the  second  and  fifth  sections  the  ^orda  <'or  other 
mailable  matter  whatever,*'  the  effect  of  which 
proposition  would  be,  if  adopted,  to  permit  alt 
matter,  except  letters,  to  be  conveyed  by  private 
expresses. 

Mr.  PORTER,  after  a  few  explanatory  remarks, 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  very  glad  the  Senaior  bad 
consented  to  withdraw  his  amendment.  He  went 
into  a  lengthened  explanation  of  the  reasons  for 
using  the  terms  <<mailable  matter,**  and  "matter 
transferable  by  mail.*'  They  had  a  definite  mean- 
ing in  peat  office  parlance,  and  no  other  words  oouid 
be  invented  more  canoiae  aud  specific  for  the  ptt^ 
pole  for  which  they  were  used.  They  aaigfat  not 
convey  the  same  meaning  with  equal  precision  to 
Senators  and  the  public  at  large;  and  to  guard 
against  misconception,  be  had  prepared  an  addi- 
tional proviso  to  the  bill^  declaratory  of  the  ob- 
jects included  within  the  terms. 

Mr.  BORTER  next  moved  an  amendment, 
to  strike  out  expressions  in  the  provision  which  he 
considered  superfluous  and  capable  of  being  inter- 
preted to  mean  anything  and  every  thing — ^be  meant 
the  words  *< written  or  printed  matter.^ 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  this  brought  np  the  whole 
question,  whether  private  eipresses  were  to  be  pat 
down  or  not.  If  they  were  allowed,  to  carry  ''writ- 
ten and  printed  matter,"  they  would  l>e  kept  up, 
and  would  soon  become  more  formidable  than 
ever.  They  could  not  be  put  down,  unleaa  they 
were  prohibited  from  these  sources  of  profit — prop* 
periy  mailable  matter. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  was  very  sorry  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  had  withdrawn  his  foroMr 
amendment.  He  argued  at  considerable  length  its 
propriety,  and  begged  the  Senator  would  aeeept  aa 
addition  (o  his  present  amendment,  so  as  to  inelade 
newspapers.  He  was  averse  to  all  taxes  and 
restraints  on  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  in- 
formation to  the  people. 

Mr.  MERRICK  assured  tbe  Senator  that  it  was 
for  that  very  reason  newspapers  should  be  sent  by 
post.  As  long  as  the  department  bad  to  be  at  the 
expense  of  sending  newspapers  into  every  ramifi- 
cation of  the  Union,  no  matter  at  what  eosi,  it 
ought  to  be  insured  the  advantages  of  tbe  profitable 
routes,  as  well  as  compelled  to  be  at  all  the  expense 
of  the  unprofitable  routes. 

Mr.  PORTER  accepted  the  amendment,  and  in- 
cluded "newspapers**  in  his  proposition  to  strike 
out. 

Mr.  CONRAD  called  for  a  division  of  tbe  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  called  the  attention  of  tbe 
Senate  to  a  suggestion  just  made  to  him— (hat  the 
prohibitions  of  this  bill  would  reach  to  the  pest- 
riders  commonly  engaged  in  different  parts  of  New 
England,  and  perhaps  other  parts  ef  the  Union, 
for  supplying  persons  in  the  coantry  with  news- 
papers and  other  matters  from  towns  and  cities, 
too  inconvenient  or  expensive  to  be  sent  for  spe- 
cially. Orders  were  given  to  these  post-riders  to 
bring  from  cities  or  towns,  which  they  visited  in. 
their  rounds,  such  newspapers  and  matters  as  it 
was  convenient  for  them  to  brin^. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  certainly  woald  include 
all  such  cases;  and  if  it  did  not,  the  whole  object  of 
the  bill  wonid  be  defeated. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  did  not  see  why  any  peraon 
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•honldl)e  eompelled  to  send  newspapers  by  the 
mtil<  It  wonkl  do  Tery  well  for  those  who  pre- 
fened  tending  them  in  thmt  way;  bur  the  compnl- 
non  would  operate  injuriously.  As  to  the  com- 
pulsion to  send  money  by  maiiy  he  pointed  out  how 
[ojarioosly  that  would  operate  in  New  England, 
where  the  transfer  of  bank  notes  for  redemption 
(torn  oie  bank  to  another  was  of  daily  occur- 
leDor,  and  to  enormous  amounts.  The  manner  of 
sending  money  from  one  place  to  another  ought  to 
ba  left  to  the  option  of  the  owners,  and  free  from 
any  restraints. 

Bfr.  MpaRICK  thought,  as  long  as  money  was 
ittdoeed  in  letteis,  it  would  be  impossible  to  re- 
strain the  latter  from  being  sent  by  (Nrivate  ex- 
presses, if  money  was  jo  be  specially  exempted. 
It  was  a  matter,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Senate ;  and  if  any  Senator  chooe  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  exempt  money,  he  might  do  so. 
He  coukt  not,  howerer,  give  it  his  sanction. 

A  diFisioB  of  the  question  having  been  called 
for,  the  first  rote  was  taken  on  the  proposition  to 
strike  out  "newspapers*,*^  on  which  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered.  It  was  decided 
jD  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  S7,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mean.  Bata%  CrAfts.  Bimtin^oo,  Phelps,  Porter, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  orlDdiano,  T&lltnadce,  Wilcox, 
Woodbridge.«n4  Woodbury— 11. 

NAYft-Mems.  All«i,  Begby, 
Gilhooo,  CiaTtoo,  Ccmradf  Dajrto 
■00,  Kerr,  Kid|,  Lion,  McDglBe^  McRobeirta,  Mangum,  Mer- 
rick, Milter,  Moreheed,  Berier,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker, 
Wright,  and  Toong->27. 

The  next  question  was  on  striking  out  the  words 
'*a11  written  and  printed  matter.**  This  also  was 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  13,  jnajs  24,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS'Meairf.  Batee,  Dayton,  ETane,  Graham,  Huntinfton, 
Morehead.  Pheipe,  Porter.  Smith  of  ConDeciicut,  Smith  ot 
hdiana,  Wilcox,  Woodbrioce,  and  Woodbury— 13. 

NATS— Meeera.  Allen,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bayacd,  Benton, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  CraAe,  Fulton, Hendenon,  Kerr, 
King,  Lino,  MeI>nffie,MeRoherta.  Mangum,  Merrick,  Sevier, 
Buugeon,  Tappan,  Weiker,  Wright,  and  Young— 9^ 

Mr.  MBRRICK  moved  a  verbal  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  word  ^'edition*,**  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  moved  to  exempt 
**Bioney  and  bank  notes  fn  packages  or  bundles.** 

Mr.  DAYTON  suggested  the  propriety  of  in* 
eiading  proniissory  notes  and  evidences  of  debt. 

Mr.  WooDBUBT*s  amendment  wat  adopted.- 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE  again  called  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  bearing 
en  owners  of  railroads^  steamboats,  or  other  con- 
veyances; and  moved  an  amendment,  exempting 
from  the  penalties  individual  owners  or  corpora- 
tions. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONRAD  thought  it  was  not  important,  as 
the  object  was  to  prevent  penalties  being  levied  on 
sovereign  States  owning  railroads.  The  Gene- 
ral Government  could  not  sue  out  a  penalty  against 
a  soveieign  State;  therefore,  there  was  no  danger, 
from  the  pioTision  in  the  bill,  that  anything  of  the 
kind  would  ever  occur. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  said  the  drawers  and  employees 
only,  in  such  cases,  would  be  sued. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  spoke  in  faror  of  the  bill, 
and  pointed  out  great  losses  sustained  by  the  de- 
partment from  the  competition  of  private  ex- 
presses. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  remonstrated  sgainst  the 
iajastioe  of  making  a  State  subject  to  penalties  on 
account  of  improper  persons  travelling  on  their 
property.  A  State  could  not  exercise  the  same 
vigilance  as  individuals  to  prevent  io fractions  of 
the  law. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  without  a  coont. 

The  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendments  made  in  committee  of  the  whole 
were  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
representatives  of  Alexander  Macomb,  Robert  Jen- 
nings, and  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
James  Roddy,  deceased,  sureties  of  Samuel  Champ- 
Hn,  late  a  paymaster  in  the  army  of  the  United 
Stales,**  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time. 


The  bill  from  the  House  eotiileJ  *'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Dexter  Hungerford,  of  Watertown, 
Jefferson  couniyi  New  York,"  was  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed;  bat,  • 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TALLMADGB,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BHBLPS, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSB  OF  RBPRESBNTATIVES.  , 

Tdxsdat,  February  8,  1843. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  being  read, 

Mr.  GILMER  rose  to  a  correction  of  the  jour- 
nal. It  was  stated  there  that  a  bill  had  been  refer-s 
red.  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  of 
which  he  (Mr.  G.)  was  chairman.  Now,  he  wished 
to  say  that  no  such  committee  now  existed:  The 
Retrenchment  Committee,  of  which  he  was  the 
chairman,  closed  its  labors  and  expired  with  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  The  journal  was  cor- 
rected accordingly. 

Mr.  HUNT  wished  to  know  whether  the  journal 
was  correct  iii  saying  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amos  Kendall  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  supposed 
it  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  ot  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LOWBIX  presented  the  petiUon  of  Wm. 
Billings  and  133  other  citizens  of  the  district  of 
Passamaquoddy,  Maine,  praying  Congress  to  pro* 
vide  by  law  that  all  vessels  taking  fish  and  oil  from 
that  district  shall  dear  the  same  from  the  custom- 
bouse;  and  that  the  shippers  shall  furnish  to  the 
collector  certificates  from  American  fishermen  of 
all  American  caught  and  cured  fish  and  American 
oil;  and  that  the  shipper  or  owner  of  British  fish 
and  oil  shall  furnish  a  certificate  that  the  same 
have  been  lawfully  imported. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Shoaler  and  Zebnlon  Parr,  of  Lauderdale  county, 
Alabama,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law  donating 
to  them  certain  sections  of  land  therein  described, 
for  the  purposes  and  upon  the  conditions  therein 
specified. 

Mr.  GORDON  presented  a  mesncrial  from  163 
legal  voters  of  the  county  of  Delaware,  New  York, 
asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  reducing  the  pay 
of  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  and  inquired  if  it  would  be 
in  order  to  move  to  go  into  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  would  then  move  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  to 
take  up  his  bill.  No.  548.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  a  moment;  lo  which  request 
Mr.  Arnold  acceded. 

TERMINATION  OF  THE  DEBATE  ON  THE 

NAVY  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  had  been  requested  by 
many  members  to  move  a  resolution  fixing  a  period 
for  the  termination  of  the  debate  on  the  navy  ap- 
propriation bill,  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
He  therefore  moved  that  all  debate  shall  cease  on 
to-morrow,  at  3  o*clock,  and  the  committee  shall 
then  proceed  to  vote  upon  all  amendments  pend- 
ing, or  that  may  be  offered.  He  moved  the  previ- 
ous question  on  the  motion  .J 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  opposed  the  motion, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  committee  would 
not  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  debate  the 
bill  as  it  should  be.  He  would  also  remark,  that 
the  chairman  [Mr.  Fillmore]  might  have  intro- 
duced the  bill  much  garlier  in  the  session  than  he 
did,  and  thereby  have  prevented  the  necessity  for 
such  hasty  action. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion. 

They  were  taken,  and  resulted— yeas  68,  uays 
96|  as  follows: 


YE\3— Meam.  Adams,  Arrington,  Atherton.  Beeton,  Boyd 
Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Ciiarlea  Brown 
Burke,  Oreen  W.  Caldwall,  Patrtck  C.  Caldwell,  Cary,  Clifford 
Clinton,  Rictiaid  D.  Davii^  Dawson,  Deao,  Eaatroao,  Egi>eKt, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Foroance,  A.  Lawrence  Fqs- 
ter,  William  O.  Goode,  Oordim,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hays,  HoIroSs, 
Hopkins,  Hoock.  Houston,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  locersoll,  Jack, 
Cave  Johneon.  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  Liulefield,  Rob' 
ert  McCleilan, McKay.  BfcKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Ttxom- 
son  Msson,  Medilt,  Meriwether,  Newhard,  Partridge,  Payne, 
Pickens,  Rajrner,  Reding,  Reynolds  Riggs,  BaunJen,  Shields^ 
William  Smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Turaey,  Watlerson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  and  Wood— 68. 

NAYS^-Messrs.  Allen,  LandafT  W.  Andrews.  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews^  Arnold,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Bartbn,  Bicdseye^ 
Blair,  Boardroao,  Bowne,  Briggs,  Brock  way,  Bronson,  Jere* 
miah  Brown,  William  Butler,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruther% 
Casey,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Cranston,  Crawford,  Cushing,  Garrett  Daris,  lleberry,  Doan, 
John  Edwards,  John  C.  Edwardis  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fill- 
more, Gamble,  Gates,  Gerry,  Giddlngs,  Gilmer,  Graham, 
Granger,  Halsied,  Henry,  Howsrd,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  IngensU, 
Isaac  jD.  Jonei^  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Linn.  Mc&ennan, 
Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Miicnell,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Oshorne,  Owsley,  rearce.  Pendleton,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Ridgway,  William  RnsselLJamee 
M.  Ruasell,  Saiionstall,  Sanfora,  Bhepperd,  Blade, 'Tni man 
Smith,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Siratton,  Alexander  H.  H.  fliuar^ 
John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Iliompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinghaat,  Toknd,  Tomlinson,Trlp- 
lett,  Troitl,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Thomas  W.  WilliamsL 
Christopher  H.  Wtlliams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  and 
Yorke— 96. 

So  (he  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  qaestion  recurriog  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  bill  introdaced  by 
him  cNo.  548;  to  reduce  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress,  and  the  salaries  of  the  effi- 
cers  of  the  Oovernment,  be  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  inquired  when  the  bill 
to  remit  the  fine  of  General  Jackson  was  likely  to 
come  up. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  in  order  e^ery 
morning  after  the  reception  of  resolutions.  Tha 
qaestion  was  now  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  which  would  re- 
qaire  a  vote  of  two  thirds. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  question, 
resulted  in— yeas  131,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

YEA&— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  8.  J.  Andrews,  Arnold, 
Arrington,  Atherton,  Baker,  Beeson,  Blair,  Boardman,  Bowne, 
BoYd,  Brewster,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Milton  Brown.  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Baike,  Wil* 
liam  Batier,  William  O.  Botler,  Green  W.  CaldwelL  Thomas 
J.  Campbell,  Carntheis,  Cary,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chittandeo, 
John  C.  Clark,  Clifford,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Daniel,  Garrett 
Davis,  R.  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastmao,  John 
C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Furnance,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble, 
Gates,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Giddlngs,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Granier,  Gwin,  Halsted.  Han  Is,  Havs,  Henry,  Honck,  Rous- 
ton,  Charles  J.  logeraoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin, 
Jack,  Cave  Johnson.  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy, 
Andrew  Kennedy.  King,  Linn,  Lowell,  McKay,  Alfred  Mar> 
shall,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maynard,  MediU,  Meriwether,  Mit* 
cheli,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Newliard,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Pendleton,*  Pope,  Powell,  Ram* 
sey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Reding,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Rogers, 
Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Baltonstali, 
Saunders,  Sewell,  Bhepperd,  Shields,  Blade,  Truman  Smith, 
Snyder,  Stanly,  Steenrod,  Stokely,  Stralton,  John  T.  Stuart, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Tomlinson,  Trotti.  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Weller,  Westbrook,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Augiwtus  Young,  and 
John  Younff— 131. 

NAYS^-Messrs.L.  W.  Andrews,  Aycrlgg,Bal»coek,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Birdseye,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Clinton,  Cranston, 
Cttshing.  Dawson,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris,  Feasenden, 
John  G.  Floyd.  Charles  A.  Floyd,  William  O.  Goode.  Holmes, 
Howard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Hunt,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Lane,  Lit* 
ilefield,  Robert  McCIellan,  McKennan,  McKeon,  John  Thorn* 
son  Mason,  Maxwell,  Pavne,  Pearce,  Pickens,  Riggs,  Sanford, 
William  Smith,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter, 
Sweney,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompeon,  Richard  W.  Thomp* 
son,  Tillinghast,  Tumey,  Ward,  Washington,  Edward  D.  Whiia, 
Joseph  L.  ^hiie,  Winihrop,Wood,  aodYorke— 63. 

So  Mr.  Aunold's  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  asked  leave  to 
offer  the  joint  resolution,  offered  hy  him  yesterday, 
for  rewarding  the  officers  engaged  in  the  exploring 
expedition;  and,  the  resolution  having  been  read 
for  information, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  its  recep- 
tion. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rnles. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to  allow 
the  resolution  to  be  referred  to  ihe  Committee  oU 
Naval  Affairs,  who  already  had  the  subject  before 
them.  This  would  remove,  he  supposed,  any  ob- 
j-ctions  to  iu  recepiion. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  he  objected  to 
the  reception  of  the  resolution  at  any  rate;  and, 

The  question  being  then  put  on  Mr.  Ksibia- 
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dt'3  motion  to  suspend  the  rales,  it  was  decided 
in  the  aiBrmatiTe— ayes  116,  aoes  not  cooDted. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  then  mo^ed  to  refer  (he  reso- 
lution to  the  Committee  on  Nairal  Affairs. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  there  was  a  memorial 
from  the  oiBeers  of  the  ezploriog  expediiion  on  the 
same  subject  already  before  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs;  and  it  was^  therefore,  proper  (hat 
this  resolotion  should  go  there  also. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  carried  with- 
oat  a  division. 

Mr.  JONES  of  Maryland  called  Qp  the  motion 
made  by  him  some  days  ago,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cdsh- 
iNo,  to  take  the  bill  providing  indemnity  for  French 
spoliations  prior  to  1800  out  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  CUSHING  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion;  whieh  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  Jay  the  motion  on  the 
table;  and, 

Mr.  CUSHING  having  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  they  were  ordered,  and  resulted  in — yeas  105, 
nays  103,  as  follows: 


AjEumia— w— 4>.  LandAflT  W;  Andnwi,  Arnold.  Arrtngton, 
Atherton,  Beeaon.  Bidlack,  Black,  Bowne,  Boya,  Brewster, 
AaroQ  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charlea  Brown,  Burke,  Wi)> 
lUm  Butler,  WilliMn  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick 


ton,  Daniel,  uairett  intTia,  Kicnaru  u.  LMtvia,  nawaon,  iraan, 
Dobernr,  Doao,  Doig,  Eaatman,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Wm.  O.  Gnode,  Gordon, 
Oraham,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
Houston,  Hobard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  IngersoU,  Jack,  Cave 
Johnson,  Jolm  W.  Jones,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  I<ane,  Lit* 
tlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McCIellan, 
McKay,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason, 
Matbewi,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Ows- 
ley, Partridge,  Payne,  Piafcena,  Pope,  Rayner,  Redioff.  Ren- 
char,  Reynolds,  Riggi^  Rogers,  Saunders,  Shepperd,  Bhields, 
William  Smith,  Snyder.  Steenrod,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers, 
Bweney,  Ricbaid  w.  Tjiompaon,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trotti, 
Tumey,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Watterson, 
Waller,  Weathrook,  and  Christopher  R.  Williams— 106. 

KAYS— Measra.  Adama,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ay- 
crigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Biidseve,  Blair, 
Boardmao,  Brigga,  Broekwa7,  Bronaon,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Bomail,  Oalhoun,  Childa,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Cowen, 
Cnnston,  Crawford,  Coahing,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris, 
PeMenden,  Fillmore,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gates,  Gerry,  Gid- 
dinga^P.  Q.  Goode,  Giaager,  Halated,  Henry,  Holmes,  How- 
ard, BudM>n,  Hunt,  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Inrin,  William 
Cost  Johnson.  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Linn, 
McKennan,  Mallory,  Mathiol,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Haynard, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Newhard,  OliTer,  Oabome,  Par- 
menter.  Pearee,  Pendleton,  Powell.  Ramaey,  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall, Alexander  Randall,  Read,  RJdgway,  Rodney,  William 
R«asali,JaKeaM.  RnaselLSaltonsUll,  Sanford,  Sewell,  Blade, 
Truoian  Smith,  Stanly,  Siokely,  Stratton,  Alexander  H.  H. 
StoarL  Sumter,  TaJiaierro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tillinahasc. 
Tolano,  TomIinaon,Triplett,  Trambnll,  Washington,  Edward 
D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williama,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Wood,  Yorke,  Augustus 
Young,  and  John  Yonnc— 102. 
So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PRESENTATION   OF  WASHINGTON'S  SWORD  AND 
FRANKLIN'S  STAFF. 

Mr.  G.  W.  SUMMERS  oow  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Speaker,  who  recognised  the  honorable  gentle- 
man as  in  possession  of  the  floor;  and  all  eyes 
were  at  once  tamed  to  him,  and  the  whole  House 
was  at  once  hnsbed  into  silence.  The  galleries 
were  densely  filled  with  an  anztons  and  attentiTe 
auditory,  which  had  collected  in  anticipation  of  the 
interesting  proceedings  which  were  aboat  to  be 
witnessed.  Many  Senators  oocnpied  seats  amongst 
the  members  in  the  House,  and  some  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  foreign  powers,  accredited  to  this  Gov- 
ernment in  diplomatic  relations,  were  ranged  b«low 
the  bar;  and  all  listened  with  profound  stillness, 
while  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  SpBAioui:  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  an  office, 
not  connected  with  the  ordinary  busineas  of  a  legislative  as- 
sembly. Yet,  in  aaktng  permiasion  to  interrupt,  for  a  moment, 
the  regular  order  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  I  cannot  doubt 
that  the  proposition  which  I  have  to  submit  will  prove  as 
gratifying  aa  it  may  be  unusual. 

Mr.  Samuel  T.  Waahington,  a  citizen  of  Kanawha  county,  in 
the  Gommonweallh  of  Virginia,  and  one  of  my  constituents, 
has  honored  me  with  the  commission  of  presenting,  in  his  name, 
and  00  his  behalf,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  and, 
through  that  body,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  two  most 
taiteieadngand  Taluable  relfca,  connected  with  the  past  history 
of  our  eoaatry,  and  with  men  whoaeachieTementa,  both  in  the 
IM4  and  to  the  «abiiwt,bc«t  ittostrate  tod  adorn  onr  aontla. 


One  is  the  sword  worn  by  George  Washington,  first  as  a 
colonel  in  the  colonial  aervice  of  Virginia,  in  Forbears  campaign 
against  the  French  and  Indiana;  and  afterwards,  during  the 
whole  period  of  the  war  of  Independence,  aa  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  American  army. 

It  ia  a  plain  cutleau,  or  hanger,  with  a  green  hilt  and  siWer 
guard.  On  the  upper*ward  of  the  scabbard  is  eograTen  "J. 
Bailey,  Fldikill."  It  is  accompanied  by  abuckakin  belt,  which 
ia  secured  by  a  silTer  buckle  and  claap;  whereon  are  engraven 
the  lettera  *'G.  W.,*'  and  the  figures  **17B7."  These  are  all  of 
the  plaioeatworkmanahip,  bQt8nbatantia],and  in  keeping  with 
the  man  and  with  the  times  to  which  they  belonged. 

The  history  of  thia  sword  is  perfectly  authentic,  anti  leayeaoo 
shadow  of  doobt  aa  to  ita  identity. 

The  last  will  and  testament  of  General  Waahington,  bearing 
date  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  1799,  contaioa,  among  a  great 
▼anety  of  bequests,  the  following  clause:  "To  each  oT  my  neph- 
ews, William  Augustine  Washington,  George  Lewia,  Oenige 
Bteploe  Waahington,  Bushrod  Waahington,  and  Samuel  Wash- 
ington, I  give  one  of  the  swordior  cutieaaz  of  whieh  I  may  die 
posMased;  and  they  are  to  choose  in  the  order  they  are  named. 
Theee  swords  are  accompanied  with  an  injunction,  not  to  Qn> 
aheaih  them  for  the  purpose  of  shedding  blood,  except  it  be  for 
self-defence,  or  in  defence  of  their  country  and  its  rights;  and, 
in  the  latter  case,  to  keep  them  tmsheathed,  and  prefer  falling 
with  them  in  their  handa,  to  tlie  relhiquiahment  (hereof." 

In  the  distribution  of  the  swords,  hereby  devised,  among  the 
five  nephews  therein  enumerated,  the  one  now  presented  fell 
to  the  share  of  Samuel  WeuhingUm^  the  deviaee  last'  named 
in  the  clause  of  the  will  which  I  have  juat  read. 

Thie  gentleman,  who  died  a  few  years  aince,  in  the  county 
of  Kanawha,  and  who  was  the  father  of  Samuel  T.  Waahing- 
ton, the  donor,  I  knew  well.  I  have  often  aeen  thia  sword  in 
his  possession,  and  received  from  himself  the  following  account 
of  (he  manner  in  which  it  became  hia  property,  hi  the  division 
made  among  the  deviaeea. 

He  said  that  he  knew  it  to  have  been  the  aideanns  of  General 
Waahington  during  the  reTolutionary  war-^iot  that  used  on 
occasions  of  parade  and  review,  but  the  constant  aerviee  sword 
of  the  great  chief;  thatpie  had  himself  seen  General  Waah- 
ington wear  this  identical  sword,  (he  presumed  for  the  fast 
time,)  when,  in  1794,  ha  reviewed  the  Virginia  and  Maryland 
forces,  then  concentrated  at  Cumberland,  under  command  of 
General  Lee,  and  destined  to  co-operate  with  the  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey  troops,  then  aasembled  at  Bedford,  in  suppreaa- 
ing  what  haa  been  called  "the  whiakey  inaurrecUon." 

General  Waahington  was  at  that  time  Preaident  of  the  United 
Statea,  and,  as  such,  waa  commander-in-chief  of  the  army.  It 
is  known  that  it  was  hia  intention  to  lead  the  army  In  person 
On  that  occasion,  had  he  found  it  neceasary;  and  he  went  to 
Bedford  and  Cumberland  prepared  for  that  event.  The  condi- 
tion of  thinga  did  not  require  it,  and  he  returned  to  his  civil 
duties  at  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Samuel  Waahington  held  the  commisaion  of  a  captain 
ar  that  time  himself,  and  asrred  in  that  campaign,  many  of  the 
incidenta  of  which  he  has  related  to  me. 

He  waa  anxious  to  obtain  thia  particular  sword,  and  preferred 
it  to  all  the  othere,  among  which  waa  the  ornamented  and 
costly  present  from  the  great  Frederick. 

At  the  time  of  the  division  among  the  nephews,  without  Inti- 
mating what  his  preference  waa,  h^  jocosely  remarked,  *Hliat, 
inasmuch  as  he  waa  the  only  one  of  them  who  had  participated 
in  military  aervice,  they  ought  to  permit  him  to  take  choice.'' 
This  suggestion  was  met  In  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  was 
made;  and  the  choice  being  awarded  him,  he  choae  thie,  the 
plaineet  and  intrinaically  the  least  valuable  of  any,  simply  be- 
cauae  it  waa  *'ihe  battle  sword." 

I  am  also  in  poaaeailon  of  the  moat  aatisfaciory  evidence,  fur- 
nished by  Col.  George  Waahington,  of  Georgetown,  the  nearest 
male  relative  of  General  Washington  now  living,  aa  to  the  iden* 
tity  of  this  sword.  His  Information  waa  derived  from  hia  father, 
William  Augustine  Waahington,  the  deviaee  first  named  in  the 
clause  of  ihe  will  which  I  have  read,  from  Ills  uncle,  the  late 
Judge  Bushrod  Washington,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Major 
Lawrence  Lewia,  the  acting  executor  of  General  Washington's 
will:  all  of  whom  concurred  in  the  sutement,  that  the  true 
aervice  atcord  waa  that  aelected  by  Capt.  Samuel  Waslilngton. 
It  remained  In  this  gentleman's  possession  until  his  death, 
esteemed  by  him  the  most  precious  memento  of  his  illustrious 
kinsman.  It  then  became  the  property  of  his  son,  who,  ani- 
mated by  that  patriotism  which  sd  characterised  the  "father 
of  his  country,"  haa  consented  that  such  a  relic  ought  not  to 
be  appropriated  by  an  individual  citizen,  and  haa  instructed 
me,  his  representative,  to  offer  it  to  the  nation,  to  be  preaerved 
in  its  public  depositoriee,  aa  the  common  property  of  all;  since 
its  office  has  been  to  achieve  and  defend  the  common  liberty 
of  all. 

He  haa,  in  like  manner,  requested  me  to  present  thia  cane  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  deeming  it  not  unworthy  the 
public  iGcapttnca. 


This  waa  ooce  the  property  of  the  philoaopher  and  pauio^ 
Baojamlo  Franklin. 

By  a  codicil  to  his  laat  will  and  testamont,  we  find  it  tkw 
dispoaed  of: 

*<My  fine  crab  tree  walking  atlck,  with  a  gold-head,  curiowu 
ly  wrought  in  the  form  of  the  cap  of  libetty,  I  give  to  bij 
IHend,  and  the  friend  of  mankind.  General  Washington.  If  it 
were  a  sceptre,  he  haa  merited  It,  and  would  become  it" 

General  Waahington,  In  hto  wHI,  devisee  thia  cane  as  fbl* 
lawa: 

**Iten.  To  my  brother  Ohartea  Washington,  I  give  uA 
bequeath  the  gold-headed  cane  left  me  by  Dr.  FranUfai,  In  hii 
will."  • 

Gaptalo  Samuel  Waahington  was  the  only  bod  of  CSiarieg 
Waahiogtoo,  the  devisee,  from  whom  be  derived,  by  oherit- 
anca,  thia  ioiereating  noemorial;  and  having  tranamitted  it  lo 
his  son,  Samuel  T.  Waahii^ton,  the  latter  thus  aasfcttobo-  I 
alow  it  worthily,  by  aasodatlng  it  with  the  baltle-aword,  in  t 
gift  (0  hia  countrymen. 

I  coidfaliy  concur  with  Mr.  Washngton  in  the  opinioo  tlat 
they  eaeh  merit  public  praaarvatioo;  and  I  obey,  with  pIcsssR^ 
his  wishes  In  here  praaaoUng  them.  In  hia  name,  Co  the  natka. 

Let  the  aword  of  the  hero  and  the  staff  of  the  pUloMphirio 
together.  Let  them  have  place  among  the  prdndest  tiofikt 
and  moot  honored  meaaorlata  of  oqr  nadonal  achiovamenia. 

Upon  that  staff  onco  leaned  the  sage  of  whom  h  has  ben 
said  *^e8nttched  the  lightning  from  heaven,  '.aind  the  seepftt 
liomtyranta." 

A  mighty  arm  once  wielded  this  sword  Id  a  rigfateooseaaN, 
even  unto  the  dismemberment  of  empire.  In  the  hand  «f 
WaaUngton,  thia  waa  'Hhe  aword  of  the  Lord  and  of  QideaB." 
It  wan  never  drawn,  except  m  defence  of  the  pablie  Hieity. 
It  waa  never  aheathed  until  a  gkyrioui^  and  ttiampham  hc- 
ceas  returned  it  to  the  scabbard,  without  a  ataln  of  cruelty  or 
diahottor  upon  ita  blade.  It  waa  never  surcendered,  except » 
that  country  which  beaiowed  it. 

[Load  and  loDg-eontiniied  plaodils  followed  ihe 
delivery  of  thia addreas] 

The  Scroeakt-at-Arms  adranced  to  the  seat  of 
the  honorable  gentleman^  and  reoeired  iaio  hii 
cnatodyk  the  interef  ting  relics.    * 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  roee  to  aabmit  a  resolotion  ia 
relation  thereto.    He  said: 

Mr.  Spbaxir:  In  presenting  this  reaolution  to  the  Hoosa^  k 
may,  perhaps,  be  el^Mcted  that  I  should  accompany  it  wiifc 
BOme  remarks  sultaUe  to  the  occaaion;  and  yet,  mi,  I  oevar 
rose  to  addreas  this  Ilouee  under  a  deeper  conviction  of  t^t 
want  of  words  to  ezpreas  the  emotfons  that  I  feel.  It  is  pa 
cisely  becauae  occaaiona  like  this  are  adapted  to  prodoce  unt- 
versal  sympathy,  that  little  can  be  said  by  any  one,  but  what, 
in  the  language  of  the  heart— in  tones  not  load,  bat  deep— ev«7 
one  present  haa  literally  aaid  to  himaelf.  My  reapecied  fiisB;] 
from  .Virginia,  by  whom  thia  oflering  of  patriotic  eantineBt 
haa  been  preaented  to  ttie  Repreeentativo  Aanmbly  of  the  at- 
tion,  has,  it  seems  to  me,  already  aaid  all  that  can  be  saidsaliabh 
to  this  occaaion.  in  parting  flrom  him,  aa  aAer  a  few  iton 
days  we  most  all  do,  it  will  on  my  part  be  aorrow,  tliat  ia  i£ 
probability  I  ahall  aee  hia  face  and  hear  hie  voice  no  more. 
But  his  words  of  this  day  have  been  planted  In  my  neowi^ 
and  will  there  remain  till  the  laat  pulsation  of  my  heart.  Tlia 
sword  of  Washington!  The  staff  of  Franklin!  Oh,  sir, 
what  aasociationa  are  linked  in  adamant  with  ttwae  aama. 
Waahington!  the  warrior  of  fuiman  freedooi— Wasahigtoa! 
whoae  aword  my  friend  has  aaid  was  never  drawn  hot  la  cbe 
caoae  of  his  country,  and  never  ahei^ibed  when  needaj  bi  his 
country's  cause !— Franklin !  the  philoaopher  of  the  ihimdaAoft, 
the  printing  preas,  and  the  plooghahare. 

What  namee  are  theee  in  the  aeanty  catalogue  of  the  bemifacwi 
of  mankind— Waahington  and  Franklin !   What  other  two  wa, 
whoae  Uvea  belong  to  the  18th  eantury  of  Chnateodob,  have 
leA  a  deeper  impreaiion  of  themaelvea  upon  the  age  in  whicJi 
they  lived,  and  up<H)  all  aflertimesl     Waahington,  the  war- 
rior and  the  legialaior !    In  war  contending,  by  the  wager  of 
battle,  for  the  Independence  of  hia  country,  and  for  the  freedem 
of  the  human  race— ever  manifesting,  amidat  the  bonon  of 
war,  by  precept  and  example,  hia  reverence  for  il>e  laws  of 
peace,  and  for  the  tenderest  symn^thies  of  humanity.  In  psaoa, 
sootlUng  the  ferocious  spirit  of  discord  among  hisowneooniry- 
men  into  harmony,  and  giving  to  that  very  eword  now  pve- 
sented  to  hia  country  a  charm  more  potent  than  that  aanh- 
uted  in  ancient  times  to  the  lyre  of  Orphena.    Franklin,  the 
mechanic  of  his  own  fortune,  teaching,  in  early  youth,  under  the 
shackles  o(  indigeoCe,  the  way  to  wealth;  and,  in  tlie  ahada«f 
obscurity,  the  path  to  greatness :  in  the  maturity  of  manhood, 
disarming  the  ihundei  of  its  terrors,  the  lightning  of  iu  Isial 
blast;  and  wreeliog  from  the  tyrant's  hand  the  still  moieslCK- 
tive  sceptre  of  oppression :  while  descending  into  tlie  vak  of 
years,  traversing  the  Atlantic  ocean;  braving,  in  the  dead  of 
winter,  the  baule  and  the  breeze;  bearing  in  hia  hand  the  diar* 
tar  of  Independence,  which  he  had  conxrbnted  to  ibimi  and 
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IttdoriDfi  from  the  wlf-CTMted  natioo,  to  tlie  mightieit  toon- 
irchf  of  EoiDp«^  the  oUTo>bFanch  of  peace,  the  mercurial 
nand  of  commerce,  and  the  amulet  of  protecticrfi  aod  aafety  to 
the  man  of  peace  oq  the  pathlea  ocean  from  the  Inexorable 
cruelty  and  mercitoH  rapacity  of  war;  and,  finally,  In  the  laat 
■ligeof  life,  with  fourNora  wiotera  on  hie  head,  under  the  tor- 
ture of  aa  incurable  diyaee,  retuminc  to  hie  natiTo  land,  cIm* 
in;  hie  dayaaa  the  Chief  Hp^iatraie  of  hie  adopted  Coeamon* 
paalth,  after  contributing,  by  hie  counaeli^  under  the  Preaiden* 
cy  of  WaehingtoD,  and  recording  hie  name,  under  the  aanction 
of  dennit  prayer,  iuToked  by  him'  to  God,  to  that  Gonetitution, 
under  the  authority  of  wlUch  we  are  here  neeombled  ae  the 
RepreieDtati?eaofthe  North  American  people,  to  recelTe^  in 
tbtir  name,  and  for  them,  these  yenerable  relics  of  the  wiee,  the 
raliant,  and  the  good  founders  of  our  great  confederated  Repub* 
lie  tbflse  saered  flymbol*  of  our  golden  age. 

May  they  be  deposited  among  the  archiyea  of  our  Gorem* 
inent;  and  may  OTery  American  who  ehall  hereafter  behold 
them,  ejaculate  a  mingled  oflering  of  prmiee  to  that  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  unireree,  by  whose  tender  mercies  our  Union  has 
been  hitherto  preeenrod  through  all  the  ricieeitudes  andrero- 
latioflsofthis  turbulent  world,  and  of  prayer  for  the  continu- 
ance of  then  blesringa,  by  the  dispensations  of  his  providence 
to  our  belored  country  from  age  to  age,  till  time  ehall  be  no 
more.  (Great  applause.) 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  submit  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Ruolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentativee  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  ossemMed  "niat  the  thanks  of 
thii  Coogresi  be  presoated  to  Semuel  T.  Washington  of  Kan- 
awha county,  Virginia,  for  the  present  of  the  swora  used  by  his 
iilsMrious  relatlTe,  George  Washington,  in  the  military  career 
of  bta  early  youth,  w  tbe  seven  years'  war,  and  throughout  the 
wir  of  our  national  independence;  and  of  the  staff  bequeathed 
by  the  patriot,  statesman,  and  sage,  Benjamin  Franklin,  to  the 
Mune  leader  of  the  armiee  of  fireemm  m  tne  reTolutiooary  war, 
Geoige  Washhigton. 

Hut  these  preoious  relics  are  herebj  accepted  in  the  name 


of  the  nation;  that  they  be  deposited  for  safskeeping  in  the  De- 
partment of  State  of  the  United  States;  and  that  a  copy  of  this 
raolation,  signed  by  the  Presldeni  of  the  Senate  ana  l^eaker 


of  the  House  of  Representatlvea,  be  transmitted  to  the  said 
Samuel  T.  Waahington. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  nntnimoasly,  and 
with  load  acclamation. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said,  as  it  ^as  evident,  after 
ibe  interesting  scene  jast  witnessed,  that  the  Hou&e 
was  not  in  a  fit  state  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, he  would  now  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  requested  ttie  gentleman  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  moment,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  stated  on  the  face  of  the  resolutions  that 
they  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  anggesUon  was  acceded  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tions amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  moved  that  the  addresses 
of  Messrs.  Summers  and  Adams,  this  morning,  be 
spread  upon  the  journal;  and  also  that  a  copy  be 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Washington,  of  Kanawha,  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  tiem.  C9n, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

WsDMXsDAT,  February  8, 1843. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
which  he  stated  he  intended  to  submit  as  an 
amendment  to  the  resolutions  introduced  on  yes- 
terday by  the  Senator  from  South  OarDlina,  [Mr. 
MeDuFns,]  when  they  shall  come  op  for  consider- 
ation, Tiz: 

J2eso{ved,  That,  among  the  cansee  which  ha7e;oontribated 
nosi  eflteieQtlirtothedepieeBito  of  the  foreign  and  doasestic 
commerce  of  the  conntr/,  and  to  the  consequent  impoverish- 
ment of  the  national  treesiuy,  and  which  have  thus  rendered  a 
resort  to  loans  inevitable,  ie  the  want  of  a  currency  of  uniform 
value  io  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  commanding  the  confi* 
dMceof  tlis  people;  and  no  mcaeu  re  designed  to  revive  com- 
merce, replenish  the  treasury,  and  avert  the  further  accumula- 
tion or  puolic  debt,  will  be  complete  or  adequate  to  the  accom- 
pliihmsnt  of  theee  objects,  which  fail  to  supply  their  wants. 

Resohoedt  That  another  of  the  prominent  causes  of  the  pres* 
ent  prostrated  Audition  of  the  bustneseof  the  country,  and  of 
the  public  financee.  and  which  has  largely  impaired  American 
character  and  credit,  which  has  exposed  republican  institu- 
tions to  reproach  and  obloquv,  is  the  failure  of  so  many  Statee 
ef  the  Colon  to  proTlde  for  tne  regular  payment  of  the  interest 
on  their  public  debts;  and  especially  the  favor  and  counten- 
nee  which  have  l)eeo  given,  to  some  extent,  in  some  portions 
of  the  country,  to  the  alarming  and  destructive  doctnne,  that 
these  debts  are  nol  binding  upon  the  people  of  the  States 
whieh  havs  created  them,  but  may  be  annulled  and  repudiatecl 
at  their  difcietiMi. 

Resolved,  That,  while  this  Congress  does  not  intend  lo  adopt 
any  measures  for  the  payment  by  the  Uoited  Btaieeof  the  debts 
of  the  individual  States,  it  nevertheless  deems  it  proper,  in 
view  of  the  disastrous  consequences  to  the  national  character 
and  credit*  and  to  the  instituuons  of  republican  government,  of 
the  failure  of  the  States  to  fulfil  iheir  obligations,  and  of  the 
principle  which  has  been  sseerted— that  these  obligations  are 
iwc  hiadfaig  on  them.— to  declare,  thai  the  debta  of  the  States 
oetitdhy  theltgiitattTe  aathoiity  tbtreof;  rsspsctivsly,  areob* 


ligatory  and  binding  upon  said  Slates,  and  cannot  be  by  them  an- 
nulled or  repudiated:  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  and  urgeol  duty 
of  the  people  of  said  States  to  resort  to  the  most  efficient  means 
in  thsir  power  for  the  preservation  of  their  faith,  and  the  fulfil- 
mem  of  their  obligations. 

Resotoed.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Ck>ngTees,  by  every  consti- 
tutional and  proper  means  in  its  power— by  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  restore  and  preserve  a  currency  of  uniform  value 
throughout  the  United  States;  by  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  regulation  and  admin- 
istration of  the  public  finances,  in  such  way  as  shall  be  least 
burdensome  to  the  people,  and  most  conducivs  to  the  revival 
of  trade  and  commerce;  asshall  secure  the  wages  of  labor  from 
fluctuation;  as  shall  give  security  and  ateadinees  to  the  industry 
of  the  country,— to  render  every  practicable  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  several  Statee  in  their  efforts  to  meet 
tlieir  eogsgements,  and  to  discharge  the  obligations  into  which 
they  have  entered. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  6e  printed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  merchants  and  officers  of  insu- 
rance companies  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating 
that  the  growing  interests  of  our  commerce  in  the 
Pacifie  ocean,  not  only  in  the  west  and  northwest 
quarter  of  America,  bat  in  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  China,  call  loudly  on*the  Government  to  estab- 
lish a  regular  line  of  packets  to  Cbagres,  and  an 
oyerland  mail  to  Panama,  for  the  conveyance  of 
correspondence  and  treasure  to  and  from  the  Pa- 
cific. They  ask  Congress  to  take  the  subject  into 
consideration.  Mr.  B.  observed,  on  presenting  the 
memorial,  that  it  was  strange  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress had  never  been  called  to  the  subject  of  the 
petition  before.  All  communication  to  the  Pacific 
has  to  pass  round  Cape  Horn;  when  it  was  known 
that  there  was  a  near  route,  which  would  save  ten 
or  twelve  thousand  miles.  He  would  be  glad,  in- 
deed, if  anything  could  be  done  to  effect  the  end 
desired  by  the  memorialists;  an4  so  far  as  any  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion  would  go  to  induce  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  the 
subject,  he  trusted  the  committee  would  give  the 
subject  their  early  attention.  The  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

WASHINGTON'S   SWORD   AND    FRANK- 
LIN'S STAFF. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Matthew  St.  Cliir  Clarkb^ 
1^  their  clerk,  informing  the  Senate  that  that  body  had 
passed  a  resolution,  and  bad  directed  him  to 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  therein;  and  had 
also  directed  him  to  state  that  the  sword  and  cane, 
which  were  the  subject  ot  the  resolution,  wsre 
also  forwarded,  through  their  Sergeant  at-arms,  to 
be  presented  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  and  said  he  presumed  that 
this  would  be  the  proper  occasion  for  making  the 
motion  which  he  desired  to  make — ^that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  immediate  action  upon  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  whieh  had  just  been  communicated  to 
them  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follow;: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Rouse  qf  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  oj  ilfnerica  in  Congress  asswibUa, 
That  the  thanks  of  this  GongresB  be  preeented  to  Samuel  T. 
Washington,  of  Kanawha  county,  Virginia,  for  the  present  of 
the  Bwonl  need  by  hie  illutirlouB  relative,  George  Washington, 
in  the  military  career  of  his  early  youth,  in  the  seven  years' 
war,  and  throughout  the  war  of  our  national  independence;  and 
of  the  stafT  bequeathed  by  the  patriot,  eiateeman,  and  sage, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  to  the  eame  leader  of  the  armies  of  free- 
dom in  ttie  revolutionary  war,  George  Washington. 

That  theee  precious  relics  are  hereby  accepted  in  the  name 
of  the  natton;  that  they  be  depoeited  for  aafekeeping  in  the  De- 
partment of  State  of  the  United  Siatea;  and  that  a  copy  of 'this 
resolution,  oigned  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  transmitted  to  the  eaid 
Samuel  T.  Washington. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PaxsiDVNT:  The  grounds  of  the  proceedings 
of  ihe  other  House,  in  reference  to  these  invalua- 
ble relics,  not  being  necessarily  supposed  to  be 
known  to  this  body,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  consid- 
ered improper  or  inappropriate,  (coming,  as  they  do, 
from  a  citizen  of  that  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent,)  that  I  should  make  sdroo  brief 
remarks  before  committing  the  resolution  to  the  dis- 
posal of  this  honorable  body. 

Sir,  it  is  known  to  alt  who  have  read  the  history 
of  General  Washington's  life,  that  he  left  to  four 
nephews  each  a  sword,  one  of  which  hnd  had  the 
signal  honor  of  being  worn  by  him  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  military  services,  from  the 
time  he  entered  the  army  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  then  in  a  colonial  condition,  down  to  the 
memorable  period  when,  haying  achieved  his  conn* 


try's  independence,  and  coupled  his  name  with  lm« 
mortality,  he  resigned  the  high  commission  whieh 
he  bore,  and  retired  to  the  enjoyment  of  domestic 
tranquillity. 

Sir,  it  was  a  mark  of  good  taste  on  the  part  of 
one  of  the  nephews  of  General  Washington  to 
seleer,  as  a  memorial  of  that  illustrious  man  most 
worthy  of  being  presented  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  this  simple  sword.  It  is  a  relic  of 
no  ordinary  ralue  in  the  estimation  of  that  gentle- 
mnn,  as  I  am  sure  it  will  be  in  the  estimation  of 
the  Senate  and  the  country— haring  been  the  battle 
sword  of  that  hero,  during  the  whole  period  of  his 
immortal  career. 

Sir,  1  ought,  perhaps,  to  sv  tbat  there  is  no 
question  of  its  identity,  plain  and  simple  as  it  is; 
and  if  I  desired  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  really 
the  sword  whieh  General  Washington  had  worn 
throughout  bis  glorious  career  of  military  service, 
1  would  find  sufficient  to  couTince  myself,  at  least, 
in  its  ysry  plainness  and  simplicity. 

But  I  will  not  go  into  an  argument  to  prove  its 
identity,  nor  will  I  trace  its  history:  that  has  been 
already  done  in  the  other  House,  by  an  honorable 
member  of  that  body,  a  colleague  of  mine,  who  has 
added,  by  the  manner  in  whieh  be  executed  tbat^uty, 
another  wreath  to  his  own  honor,  and  shown  how 
well  he  deserved  to  be  made  the  in&trument.  of 
conveying  to  Congress  this  invaluable  gifW 

Sir,  there  may  be  those  who  think  it  is  on*' 
fitting  the  dignity  of  Senatorial  bodies  to  pay 
attention  to  the  preservation  of  such  simple  relics 
as  thif;  but  I  confess,  if  there  be  any  snt^,  I  am 
not  of  the  number. 

Sir,  those  who  have  been  the  precursors  of  our 
course  in  the  great  career  of  liberty,  have  not  been 
of  the  opinion  that  such  mementoes  were  yalneless. 
We  have  no  record  of  any  country,  in  which  free- 
dom has  triumphed,  where  illustrious  men,  after 
they  have  passed  from  their  mortal  career,  had 
not  statues  erected  to  their  memory,  and  relics  and 
memorials,  such  as  those  now  lying  upon  your  ta*. 
ble,  commemorative  of  their  achievements,  care- 
folly  preserved.  Thfy  aas  calculated,  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  to  produee  the  feelings  and  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue  in  successive  generations.  B^  asso- 
ciating the  memorials  of  great  achievements  with 
the  names  of  those  who  performed  them,  and  pre- 
senting them  continually  to  the  eyes. of  men,  they 
serve  to  inspire  the  same  feelings  which  have  pro- 
duced such  achievements. 

Sir,  judging  from  my  own  feelings,  no  statue 
nor  mausoleum  can  produce  so  great  an  effect  as 
the  smallest  relic  which  is  intimately  associated 
with  the  person  of  the  benefactor  of  his  country. 
These  are,  indeed,  small  and  inconsiderable  relics; 
but  who  are  the  persons,  and  what  are  the  names, 
with  which  they  stand  associated? 

Washington  !— when  this  name  is  mentioned, 
who  shall  be  presumptuous  enough  to  conceive 
that  eulogy  can  add  anything  to  the  feelings  whicli 
the  n^ere  sound  of  it  produces?  Washington  !— of 
whom  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  living  in  the 
present  day,  and  himself  the  subject  of  a  mon- 
archy, has  said,  and  said  truly,  that  among  unin> 
spired  men,  that  was  the  greatest  name  of  all. 
And  it  is,  Mr.  President;  for  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  if  it  were  possible  that  a  man  as  heroic  and 
as  virtuous  as  Washington  should  be  permitted  by 
a  beneficent  Providence  to  be  placed  in  authority 
now,  he  could  not  by  possibility  be  as  great  a  mmi 
as  Washington  was.  And  why?  Because  cir- 
comstanccs  must,  in  every  case,  form  one  of  the 
elements  of  greatness.  Because  no  living  man 
can  again  be  placed  in  circumstances  where  he 
can  signalize  himself  as  our  glorious  Washington 
has  done. 

Sir,  we  may  have  many  founders  of  liberty  in 
every  country  and  in  every  clime;  but  never  can 
there  be  another  founder  of  the  liberties  of  a  whole 
race;  add  though  we  should  prove  recreant  to  his 
memory,  and  treacherously  refuse  to  preserve  the 
mementoes  of  bis  fame,  this  is  the  character  whieh 
Washington  will  receive  in  all  af^ertimes,  from 
all  races  of  men.  •  Yes,  sir,  it  is  receiving  General 
Washington  in  a  light  altogether  too  confined  to 
claim  his  beoefactions  as  our  exclusive  benefac- 
tions, and  his  fame  as  our  fame. 

Sir,  the  thousands  of  generations  which  are  tQ 
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spriDg  op  in  afiertime  upon  the  face  of  tbe  earih, 
QQder  the  shadow  of  that  glorious  germe  of  liberty 
which  has  been  planted  upon  ihis  continent,  when 
it  shall  have  extended  its  loxiriani  branches  and 
brooght  forth  its  fruit  in  full  maturity,  will  all  of 
them  claim  Washington,  as  we  now  are  entitled 
to  claim  him — as  their  benefactor,  and  the  author 
of  their  liberties,  as  he  has  been  of  our&! 

And  Franklim  !— names  associated  in  this  coun- 
try's history  as  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  hu- 
man race — Foankuit,  scarcely  less  iUustrious  for 
his  important  discoveries  in  science.  Names  now 
associated  by  ihe  seemingly  fortuitous  gift  of  a 
mere  cane! — inconsiderable,  indeed,  in  itself,  but 
of  immense  value,  as  having  belonged  to  him. 

Sir,  the  discoveries  of  Franklin,  as  a  philoso- 
pher, (for  I  mean  now  only  to  pay  a  passing  tribute 
to  him  in  that  riew,)  will  hereafter  be  considered 
as  most  f  xtraordinary  beDefaciions  to  the  cause  of 
science — greater  than  those  of  any  man  that  has 
lived  in  any  age  of  the  world. 

Soch  are  the  names  which  are  here  associated 
by  these  trifling  giits!  And  what  is  it  that  the 
Senate  is  now  called  upon  to  do  by  this  resolution? 
To  pay  a  passing  tribute  of  homage  or  admiration? 
No;  tliat  is  not  the  word  to  be  employed  in  speak- 
ing of  either  of  these  men:  it  is  not  bomaee— it,is 
not  admiratipn;  there  ia  bat  a  single  word  in  oar 
ianguay  that  will  express  it — the  tribute  of  our 
generation. 

Sir,  it  was  the  simplicity  of  the  style  of  our 
venerated  Franklin,  which  distinguished  him  as 
moch  as  his  eminent  virtues,  and  his  profound 
knowledge,  and  his  glorious  coniributions  to  the 
caose  of  liberty  as  well  as  science  He  said  of 
General  Washington — the  friend  of  liberty  and 
the  friend  of  mankind — that  he  deserved  a  sceptre. 
Sir,  (hat  great  man  not  only  merited,  but  he  gained 
a  sceptre.  It  was  thought,  at  the  period  of  his  de- 
mise, not  too  great  praise  to  say  that  he  was  en- 
throned in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  And 
thus  it  is  that  he  is  destined  to  be  sceptred  in  the 
estimation  and  the  admiration  of  all  succeeding 
ages. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  detain  the  Senate  no 
longer.  The  inconsiderable  meed  of  praise  which 
I  feel  proud  to  bestow  upon  those  illusirions  names 
shall  no  longer  be  an  interruption  or  impediment 
to  the  expression  which  I  know  the  Senate  is  ready 
to  make— of  that  tribute  of  veneration  so  justly 
due  to  the  benefactors  of  mankind. 

The  resolution  having  been  unanimously  adopted, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

WsDiraaDAT,  February  8, 1843. 
Mr.  DODQB,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Milwaa- 
kie,  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  to 
establish  a  mail  route  commencing  at  Mil waakie, 

Sassing  tbroogh  Waawatooso,  Menomonee,  Lis- 
on,  and  Warren,  intersecting  a  route  at  Summit, 
which  rans  through  Piperville  and  Watertown,  to 
Fox  Lake;  which  last  named  route  was  established 
at  >he  last  session  of  Congress. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
of  Wanwatoosa,  Lisbon,  and  Warren,  asking  Con- 
gress to  establish  a  mail  route  commencing  at  Mil- 
waakee,  running  through  the  north  part  of  the 
town  of  Wanwatoosa,  also  through  the  towns  of 
Lisbon,  Menomonee,  and  Warren,  to  intersect  the 
mail  route  already  established  through  the  town  of 
Summit,  to  Piperville,  Watertown,  and  Fox  Lake, 
in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

AUo,  a  petition  of  Roxanna  Evans,  late  Eoxan* 
na  Lewis,  asking  Congress  to  make  an  appropria« 
tion  to  remunerate  her  for  the  loss  of  property  de- 
stroyed by  the  Britibh  on  the  13th  December,  1813, 
at  Lewistown,  in  the  Sute  of  New  Yoik. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Lisbon,  Milwaukie  county.  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, asking  Congress  to  establish  a  mail  route  from 
the  town  of  Milwaukie,  through  the  north  part  of 
the  town  of  Wanwatoosa,  through  tbe  towns  of 
Menomonee,  Lisbon,  and  Warr«n,  to  intersect  the 
mail  ronte  at  Sammir,  through  Pipersville  and 
Watertown,  to  Fox  Lake;  this  latter  ronte  having 
baan  established  at  tbe  last  session  of  Congress. 


Also,  a  petition  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  town  ** 
of  Wauwaioosa,  asking  Congress  to  establish  a' 
mail  route  from  the  town  of  Milwaukie,  in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  passing  through  tbe  said 
town  of  Wanwatoosa,  on  the  road  established  by  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory,  to  intersect 
the  established  ronte  at  Summit,  as  established  by 
Congress. 

Mr.  A.  MARSHALL  presented  the  petition  of 
A.  Dodge,  and  23  other  citizens  of  Prospect,  Maine, 
asking  tor  an  iLcrease  of  the  duty  on  lumber  and 
wood. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  presented  a  petition  from  the 
citizens  of  Barrjtown,  and  the  vicinity  thereof,  in 
Washington  county,  Alabama,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablishmtnt  of  a  post  route  therein  mentioned. 

THE  NATIONAL  RELICS. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  prefaced  with  a  few  observations,  which 
were  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk: 

Resolved^  That  30,000  copies  of  the  foil  Jooroal  of  the  pro< 
ceedinn  of  the  House  on  the  preeentation  of  the  ewora  of 
Washington,  be  printed  for  dietiibutioD  by  the  members  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  begged  permission  to  amend  the 
journal  before  that  resolution  was  agreed  to.  He 
begged  to  mr  ve  an  amendment  of  the  joarnal,  by 
the  addition  of  the  following  letter  of  Mr.  Samuel 
T.  Washington  to  Mr.  SuMMias,  accompanying 
the  sword  and  cane,  which  were  yesterday  present- 
ed to  Congress: 

Coal's  Mouth,  Kanawha  county.  (Va.). 
t  „  Jsnuary  9, 1843. 

My  dbab  bik:  With  this,  you  will  receive  the  war«sword  of 
my  erand-uncle,  General  George  Washington,  and  the  gold- 
headed  cane  bequeathed  to  him  by  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin. 

These  interesting  relics  I  wish  to  be  presented,  through  you, 
my  dear  sir,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  of 
the  nation. 

Congress  can  dispose  of  them  in  such  manner  as  shall  seem 
most  appropriate,  and  beet  calculated  to  keep  in  memory  the 
character  and  serrices  of  those  two  illustrious  foonden  of  our 
Republic.    I  am,  with  esteem,  yours, 

^   „      „  ,  SAMUEL  T.  WASHINGTON. 

To  Hon.  GsoRflB  W.  Summsrs, 

House  of  RepresentatiTes. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
rraolntion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
then  adopted. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  then  mo7ed  that  the  House 
proceed  with  its  regular  business  daring  the  morn- 
ing honr— >namely,  the  calling  on  committees  for 
reports. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  tbe  House  resolTe 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
navy  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  the  order  of  business  bad 
been  too  long  departed  from,  and  he  now  called 
for  its  obserrance^that  committees  might  report 
during  the  morning  hoor. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  was  very  little  time 
left  for  the  discussion  of  the  navy  appropriation 
bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe 
Union;  and  therefore  he  felt  bound  to  press  bis  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  iaqnired  what  became  of 
the  special  order  yesterday;  the  House,  in  a  fit  of 
enthusiasm,  having  adjourned  without  taking  it 

Upi 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  by  general  consent  it  was 
laid  aside. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  asked  the  Hoase  then  to  give 
him  to-morrow  for  the  subject  of  reciprocity. 

After  a  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  PILL- 
MORE,  J.  P. KENNEDY,  PICKENS,  and  CLIF- 
FORD, took  part,  Saturday  was  assigned  for  that 
business. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 
Mr.  PEARCE  called  up -the  qneatioo  of  present* 
ing  the  reports  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  tbe 
subject  of  refunding  the  fine  of  General  Jackson, 
on  which  the  previous  qne&tion  was  moved  on  a 
former  occasion. 

After  a  desultory  conversation,  the  motion  to 
print  was  agreed  to. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  rose  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  the  motion  of  Mr.  LD,  Joma, 


to  reconsider  the  vote  by  whidi  the  resolntion  ef 
Mr.  CusBiMG,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  fix  a  day  to  take  a  bill  entitled  '*A  blE 
to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  dne  to 
certain  American  citizens,  for  spoliations  eomniit- 
ted  on  their  commerce  prior  to  the  3l«t  July, 
1801,"  out  of  Committee  of  tly  Whole,  was  laid 
on  the  .table. 

Mr.  BARNARD  denied  tbe  power  of  the  gentle- 
man to  make  soch  a  motion. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  if  it  oould  be  done,  they 
might  go  on  reconsidering  ihroogbont  the  session. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  also  observed  that  it  conld  not 
be  done,  otherwise  their  business  would  be  inter* 
minable." 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  explained;  and  after 
a  few  words  from  Mr.'FILLMORB  and  Mr. 
ATHERTON, 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  could 
not  be  entertained. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  appealed  from  tbe 
decision  of  tbe  Chair. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  appeil 
on  the  table. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  table. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Hou$e  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe  Union,  (Mr.  Allxi 
in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  with  the  consideratioB 
of  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

The  pending  question  was  upon  an  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Gteorgia,  [Mr.  Mm- 
wxTHXB,]  by  which  tbe  pay  of  all  officers  in  the 
navy  was  to  be  reduced  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  HOLMES  (who  held  the  floor)  addressed 
the  committee  at  large.  He  commenced  by  r^ 
marking  that  he  should  not  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  amendment  under  consideration.  He  was 
well  aware  that  the  spirit  of  retrenchment  was 
abroad  in  the  country.  It  only  remained  for  the 
House  to  determine  bow  that  spirit  had  been  ex- 
cited, and  how  it  was  to  be  satisfied  and  put  to  rest. 
Tbe  conviction  was  now  crowding  upon  as,  that 
a  crisis  was  at  band;  and  it  did  not  behoove  Whigs 
only,  or  Democrats  only,  but  it  behooved  every 
man  to  believe  himself  to  be  tbe  depository  of  the 
interests  of  this  Government.  Before  the  Ameri- 
can people  he  arraigned  the  present  Congress,  sad 
he  now  declared  that  the  Whigs  had  faltered  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  whilst  the  Democrats  r^ 
mained  inert  All  seemed  to  be  alike  indifferent  to 
tbe  crisis  which  was  at  hand.  He  had  long  fore* 
seen«  that  when  the  country  came  to  its  preseat 
dilemma — when  the  taxing  power  applied  to  cob- 
merce  failed  to  furnish  an  adequate  revenue,  and 
dificulties  came  in  every  shape-*all  would  shrink 
from  the  responsibility  when  the  spectra  appeared 
in  terrible  array  before  them.  Now,  when  the  ex* 
pentes  of  the  Government  were  estimattd  at 
|30,000,000,.and  its  receipts  at  but  #10,000,000, 
genilemeUfinstead  of  calmly  viewing  th«  stale  of 
things,  and  Sf  eking  a  remedy,  covered  their  eyes, 
and  avoided  even  the  sight  of  tbe  calamities  around 
them.  He  was  convinced  that  Ihe  time  had  ar- 
rived when  the  Representatives  here  assembled, 
indivlduslly  and  collectively,  were  bound  to  tike 
heed  of  the  public  wants,  and  when  they  conld  no 
longer  go  home,  and  say  to  their  reproaching  con- 
stitnenls,  "thou  canst  not  Fay  I  did  it."  He  felt  it 
his  duty  to  move  that  all  appropriation  bills  be  laid 
on  the  table;  and  that  thi^,  as  well  as  others,  be  not 
passed,  until  tbe  House  could  know  what  were  to  be 
the  sources  of  revenue.  He  would*  therefore, 
send  to  the  Chair  the  following  preamble  and  res- 
olution, which  he  intended  to  offer  in  tbe  House  at 
the  proper  time. 

The  resolution  was  read  for  information  as  fol- 
lows: 

Wttereas  the  fact  ii  now  dIscloMd.  that  the  refeooe  of  the 
Governmenl  will  fall  onehair  from  (he  amount  eacimated  by 
the  Becretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1843,  and  that  dw 
high  dutiee  imposed  upon  foreign  importe  by  the  (aiiffof  1812 
have  preventea  the  importation  of  merehandiae  to  tlie  axuoaac 
estimated  at  tlie  time  of  the  panage  of  the  tatifT  bill:  hni 
whereat  all  the  appropriation  bUle  prevented  to  the  Home  by 
the  "Commiilee  of  Ways  and  Itfeana"  haye  been  based  upon 
the  estimates  of  revenue  furnished  by  the  (Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  In  his  aanual  report  at  tbe  commtioooment  of  UA 
ie«ioo;  And  wheieae  U  is  tiighly  iaexpedieQt  to  prooeed  wii^ 
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the  coniidention  of  the  appropriations  beforo  we  have  correct 
information  upon  the  amoont  of  a  protwble  income:  There- 
fore! 

lUaotved,  That  this  appropriation  bill  bo  laid  aaide  inform* 
allyj  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and  report 
upon  the  probable  revenue;  to  report  a  bill,  arranging  the  du- 
ties upon  imports  so  ae  tu  Taise  the  largeat  amount  of  roTenae; 
and  fontier  to  report  upon  the  best  mode  of  retrenching  ex- 
penses, so  as  to  make  the  rerenue  meet  the  expenses. 

Tbe  CHAIR  said-  the  resolation  was  not  in  or- 
der. 
Scferal  miembers:  "It  ia  cot  offered." 
Mr.  HOLM£S  said  he  now  ga?e  notice  of  his 
intenUon  to  offer  ibe  resoiation,  and  also  of  bis  in- 
teniion  to  mo^e  that  a  committee  be  appointed, 
whose  doty  it  should  be  to  examine  into  the  caoses 
of  a  fajlore  in  the  reyenues  of  the  Government;  to 
report  to  the  House  the  proper  means  to  be  resorted 
to,  to  supply  the  deficiency;  and  to  report  whether 
it  was  not  proper  to  cut  down — not  the  nayy,  not 
tbe  army,  not  the  civil  list— bat  all  and  every  salary 
and  emolament  now  enjoyed  by  any  person  in  the 
employ  of  the  Gk>vemment,  in  a  horizontal  scale. 

Tbe  qaeslion  was  now  presented,  whether  we 
shoald  have  a  Government  such  as  Mr.  Jefferson 
wanted,  and  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  did  not  want;  or  a 
Qovemment  such  as  tbe  experience  of  the  last  war 
taaght  us  was  the  most  proper — a  Government 
with  adequate  means  of  defence.  It  must,  he 
thought,  be  eTidenC  that  we  could  not  carry  on  our 
Government  with  a  rerenue  of  |10,000,000,  unless 
we  ahandoned  our  nary— not  with  such  a  revenue, 
unless  we  were  content  io  have  a  passive  com- 
merce. It  was  needless  to  think  of  keeping  ships 
io  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  without  a  nary  to 
eotorce  their  rights  and  the  decrees  of  this  Govern- 
menL  Now,  whilst  he  wished  to  sustain  our  com- 
merce, we  had  before  us  the  diecoyery  that  our 
means  were  decreasing,  whilst  our  expenditures 
were  increasing.  The  resources  on  which  alone 
we  had  to  rely,  were  those  derived,  in  the  first 
place,  from  a  tax  on  commerce,  and,  in  the  second, 
from  direct  taxation.  What  was  the  present 
position  of  our  commerce?  In  1816,  our  trade 
was  in  the  most  floorisbipg  condition,  and  all 
eonntries  were  tributaries  to  the  United  States. 
Then  was  introduced  a  system  of  indirect  taxa'tion, 
for  the  benefit  of  internal  industry.  The  encour- 
agement giyen  to  internal  industry  had  the  effect 
of  diminishing  imports,  and  of  breaking  down 
commerce.  iU  commerce  decreased,  so  did  the 
doties  derived  by  Gh>vemment  from  imports.  Tbe 
failure  of  the  one  produced  a  failure  of  the  other. 
What  was  the  answer  of  these  friends  of  home  in* 
dostry,  when  the  prediction  was  inade,  that,  by 
fostering  it,  we  should  diminish  commerce,  and 
lessen  the  dnties  derivable  from  imports?  They 
said,  when  import  duties  fail,  tax  those  establisl^ 
meats  and  pursuits  which  your  policy  has  reared. 
The  time  had  now  arrived  when  this  prediction  was 
verified,  and  when,  by  pushiog  the  tax  upon  com* 
merce  to  an  extreme,  for  the  benefit  of  these  domes- 
tic establishments,  the  revenue  had  failed.  There 
must  either  be  a  resort  to  commerce,  by  reducing 
the  tariff;  or  to  excises  and  other  direct  taxes,  as 
held  out  by  the  advocates  of  home  industry,  when 
commerce  was  first  taxed  for  their  benefit.  Bat 
did  any  one  believe  that  if  a  tax  of  20  per  cent. 
were  imposed  upon  all  the  iron,  coal,  cloth, 
spirits,  and  other  articles  manufactured  in  the 
United  States,  it  would  be  paid?  Most  assuredly 
not.  Were  such  a  measure  to  be  carried,  he  b»> 
Ueved  (bat  it  would  excite  an  insnnection,  in  com- 
parison with  which  the  famous  ^^whiskey  insurrec- 
tion*' would  be  but  as  a  small  breeze  to  the  howl- 
ing storm.  Could  gentlemen  seriously  think  of 
taxing  tbe  wheat  of  Indiana  or  Illinois,  the  cotton 
of  MissiBsippi,  the  means  of  exhausted  Maryland? 
These  States  could  not  now  support  their  State 
Qovernments.  They  could,  with  difficulty,  strug- 
gle against  ihe  weight  of  indebtedness  upon  them. 

AMmiher  measures  would  be  of  no  avail,  except 
a  modification  of  the  \MX\fL  and  a  revival  of  free 
tilde.    Howawr  paiaf  ol  it  might  be  to  the  manu- 


facturers, they  must  be  told  that  the  question  was 
not  whether  their  interests  should  suffer,  but  whether 
this  great  Republic  should  survive  or  perish.  The 
tariff  must  be  brought  down  to  the  sole  objects  of 
revenue — the  mvMu  potni.  There  was  one  point, 
which,  whenever  arrived  at,  produced  smuggling; 
and  also  a  point  which  was  toe  low,  because  a 
higher  one  would  produce  more  revenue.  Gentle- 
men might  depend  upon  it,  should  the  present 
tariff  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force  two  more  years, 
there  would  be  little  or  no  revenue  at  all.  He 
bad  lately  seen  a  lettei^  from  Mr.  Everett,  our 
minister  at  London,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
he  had  ascertained,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
most  extensive  preparations  were  making  to  carry 
on  a  system  of  smuggling  along  the  whole  of  our 
frontier.  He  had  also  been  told  by  a  friend  who 
was  acquainted  with  the  lake  trade,  that  great  prep- 
arations were  making  for  smuggling.  [A  voice: 
"What  are  they?**]  A  large  amoont  of  capital  had 
been  invested  in  erecting  warehouses,  and  in  the 
construction  of  vessels  suited  to  the  business.  An 
efficient  police  was  also  engaged  to  further  the  de- 
signs of  smugglers,  and  thereby  enable  them  to 
bring  in  goods  at  a  cost  of  from  10  to  12  per  cent. 
to'  the  American  merchant. 

He  called  attention  to  what  the  Whigs  of  the 
present  Congress  had  done.  Did  they  dream,  when 
they  created  the  present  h%h  tariff,  that  in  less 
than  six  months  the  revenue  would  lapse  into  one- 
half  of  what  they  estimated?  Was  it  not  their 
duQr  to  propose  some  mode  of  reliei?  They  said 
their  hands  were  tied,  and  that  they  had  not  tbe 
executive  power.  The  Democrats  contended 
that  they  were  not  responsible,  being  then  in  a 
minority.  The' Executive  could  not  act,  because 
Congress  was  not  with  him.  Congress  wonld  not, 
because  it  was  divided  into  parties.  Parties  would 
not,  because  they  were  engaged  in  President-ma- 
king. Thus,  whilst  the  question  with  us  was,  wheth- 
er a  Northern  or  a  Southern  man  should  be  Presi- 
dent, the  Government  was  gradually  going  to 
decay. 

He  shoald  not  vote  for  any  diminution  of  sala- 
ries, unless  he  could  carry  out  a  total  reform.  He 
wished  members  would  come  to  the  rescue.  The 
peeple,  he  felt  assured,  would  take  matters  in  their 
own  hands,  unless  Congress  should  soon  act  as  be- 
came it.  Congress  should  cut  down  the  salaries  of 
its  own  members,  as  well  as  the  salaries  of  officers 
of  the  Government  Such  a  measure — general  in 
its  character — would,  he  thought,  have  a  salutary 
effect.  Let  not  gentlemen  talk  of  cutting  down  the 
navy  only.  Let  them  not  say  that  its  officers  were 
idle  and  dissipated.  Pass  this  reduction  of  their 
pay  alone,  and  it  wonld  be  a  duect  censure  east 
upon  them.  He  referred  to  the  situation  af  the 
country  daring  the  last  war,  when  dismay  was 
spread  over'^the  land,  and  when  the  bearts-of  sobm 
of  the  stoutest  patriots  quailed  at  the  thought  that 
our  country  had  too  hastily  entered  into  a  contest 
with  England.  XVothing  but  the  achievements  of 
the  navy  dispersed  the  gloom,  and  enabled  us  to  end 
the  war  in  one  blaze  of  glory.  He  related  several 
anecdotes  of  our  navy,  and  also  of  the  British  ser- 
vice, in  order  to  illustrate  his  position,  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  the  navy  that  its 
officers  should  always  be  fighting,  or,  like  Nan- 
tucket whalers,  always  on  the  ocean. 

He  was,  in  time  of  peace,  for  keeping  the  navy 
in  a  state  of  efficiency  to  be  prepared  for  war;  and 
deprecated  Mr.  Jefferson's  Chinese  policy,  which 
prevented  the  growth  of  that  arm  of  national  de- 
fence. Did  gentlemen  expect — with  our  mer- 
chants competing  with  Great  Britain  in  every 
clime,  in  the  sale  of  those  manufactures  so  essen- 
tial to  her  existence,  and  contesting  with  her  the 
carrying  trade,  which  enabled  her  mercantile  ma- 
rine to  keep  up  her  military  marine— that  we 
should  escape  from  the  same  attack  that  was  made 
on  China,  if  our  navy  should  be  dismantled?  Gen- 
tlemen from  the  West,  who  were  so  much  opposed 
to  appropriations  for  an  efficient  navy,  thought 


themselves  perfectly  ensconced  behind  the  moon* 
tains,  and  as  secure  from  the  British  Paixhan  guna 
as  a  tortoise  within  her  ahell  is  from  the  birds  and 
beasts  of  prey;  but  they  might  find  themaelves 
mistaken.  He  declared  it  as  his  belief  that,  with- 
out the  protection  of  an  efficient  navy,  there  was 
not  a  point  in  the  country  watered  by  our  rivers 
that  would  not  be  assailed  by  British  cannon  from 
their  steamships,  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  that 
power.  The  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  were  admitled 
to  be  assailable  by  all;  but  gentlemen  thought  that 
the  mighty  rivers  of  the  interior  were  safe.  There 
was  not  one  of  them  that  was  so.  Did  any  gen- 
tleman suppose  that  the  British  steamships  could 
no.t  run  up  the  BAississippi,  and  lay  the  towns  on 
its  banks  under  contribution?  Whoever  doubled 
it,  doubted  the  application  of  means  to  ends.  Nay* 
more;  there  were  the  Northern  lakes,  which  cunld 
be  covered  by  British  fleets  before  any  preparation 
could  be  made  to  meet  them.  Gentlemen  were 
aware  that  ahlps  from  Liverpool,  of  one  thouaand 
tons,  could  now  enter  Lake  Ontario,  through  the 
Welland  Canal.  Snppoee  a  war  should  be  declared 
with  England.  Their  steamships  could  go  up  the 
canal,  take  possession  of  every  lake,  take  poeaes- 
sioa  of  the  peninsula  of  Mchigan-— go  up  the 
Mississippi,  and  take  possession  of  the  towns  on 
its  banks;  and  where  were  we,  wiChout  a  navy,  to 
meet  them?  What  dependence  was  there  on  the 
much-vaunted  Western  rifle?  Why,  we  might  as 
well  attempt  to  take  poeses&ioa  of  the  rock  of  Gib- 
raltar with  the  ariows  of  the  Indian,  as  to  assail 
one  of  these  mighty  engines  with  rifles. 

Now,  his  proposition  to  each  and  ty try  member 
of  the  House  was  this:  to  put  their  hands  on  their 
hearts,  and  resolve  to  extricate  the  country  at 
once  from  the  difficulties  in  which  it  is  involved; 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
best  mode  of  accomplishing  that  object,  and  adapt- 
ing the  remedy  to  the  situation  of  the  country  and 
ita  resources,  wiiheut  any  regard  to  sectional  in- 
terests or  to  President-making.  Mr.  H.  referred 
to  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  treasury,  the  de- 
ficiency of  revenue  under  the  late  high  tariff,  and 
the  growing  increase  of  the  public  debt;  and  showed 
that,  without  some  adequate  measure  of  relief,  the 
country  would  soon  be  driven  to  tbe  alternatives 
spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
CooFEK,] — of  direct  taxation,  or  the  abolishment 
of  the  navy  and  army.  Extensive  preparations 
were  making  for  smuggling  goods  into  the  coun- 
try, which  wonld  reduce  our  revenues  from  im- 
ports to  a  still  lower  state.  Under  these  drcom- 
stanceF,  he  appealed  to  gentlemen  to  lay  aside  party 
feelings  and  sectional  interests,  and  adapt  their 
legislation  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  country. 
It  was  not  now  a  question  whether  one  interest 
should  be  fostered  at  the  expense  of  another,  nor 
wheUier  the  people  could  live  under  a  smonling 
trade;  bnt  whether  the  Government  should  be 
carried  on. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana  observed  that,  from 
the  commencement  of  this  session  down  to  the 
present  hour,  it  had  become  extremely  fashionable 
among  that  portion  of  the  members  who  were 
pleas^  to  term  themselves  the  Democracy,  to 
avail  themselves  of  every  occasion  to  denonnoe 
the  Whig  party— denounce  their  principles,  and 
impeadi  their  motives  of  action.  The  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolins,  [Mr.HoLMBS,] 
just  delivered,  was  a  continuation  of  these  attacks; 
and  he  could  wish  that  the  province  of  defending 
his  party  had  fallen  into  abler  and  better  hands. 
He  had,  some  days  since,  determined  to  take  the 
first  opportunity  to  make  that  defence;  and,  weak 
as  it  m'ght  be,  he  wonld  now  make  it.  It  would 
be  well  if  gentlemen  of  the  Democracy,  before 
they  denounced  the  principles  of  the  Whigs,  would 
declare  what  their  principles  were.  The  Whigs, 
they  said,  were  the  high  uriff  parly,  the  distribu- 
tion party,  and  tbe  bank  of  the  United  States  par- 
ty; but  what  were  their  principles?  There  teemed 
to  be  r  difilterence  of  opinion  among  gentlemen  of 
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the  Democratic  party  as  to  what  Whig  principles 
were.  One  gentleman  declared  that  the  Whigs 
bad  no  principles,  and  had  none  in  1840;  another 
gentleman  said  tbat  in  1840  tbey  had  principles, 
bnt  that  tbey  were  most  detestable  and  profligate; 
and  another  gentleman  said  that  they  had  one  set 
of  principles  for  the  North,  and  another  for  the 
6oQth.  Now,  with  this  diversity  of  opinion  as  to 
what  Whig  principles  were,  be  shonld  like  to 
know  whether  thos^  of  the  Democratic  party  were 
better  defined.  If  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Gar^ 
olina  was  to  be  belicTei,  free  trade  was  one  of  the 
cardinal  principles  of  Democracy.  He  asked 
the  gentlemen  from  the  North  if  they  were 
prepared  to  adopt  free  trade  as  one  of  their 
principles.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
opposite  to  him  [Mr.  McExok]  said  that  free 
trade  was  the  trne  policy  of  the  country; 
and  another  gentleman  from  the  same  State  [Mr. 
R.  D.  Datis]  was  for  free  trade,  direct  taxes,  no 
laws  for  the  collection  of  debts,  and  the  aniTertal 
rights  of  man.  Well,  he  would  call  Mr.  John 
C  Calhoun  to  the  stand— one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Democracy  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
the  oandidlate  of  a  large  portion  of  his  party  for  the 
Presidency,  and,  he  might  be  permitted  to  add, 
one  of  the  most  consistent  of  the  Democratic  lead- 
ers. 

[Here  Mr.  W.  read  a  quotation  firom  a  speech 
of  Mr.   Calhoun  of  the  last  session,  ending  with 
the  assertion  that  the  whole  Democratic  party  was 
rallied  under  the  banners  of  free  trade,  in  fa?or  of  - 
free  trade.] 

Here  he  had  the  testimony  of  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Houus,]  and  of  two 
gentlemen  tVom  New  York,  [Messrs.  McKaoir  and 
Datis,]  that  free  trade  was  one  of  the  cardinal 
principles  of  Democracy,  and,  above  all,  that  of 
the  great  leader  of  a  laige  portion  of  them — one 
whom  he  was  bound  to  declare  that  he  believed  to 
be  as  honest  a  man  as  e? er  breathed  the  political 
atmosphere,  and,  wbaterer  might  be  said  of  his, 
changes  of  opinion  on  political  subjects,  there  was 
no  spot  or  blemish  either  on  his  public  or  private 
character.  He  alluded  to  John  C.  Calhoun,  who 
made  the  declaration. 

Now,  he  asked  Northern  gentlemen  on  that  floor, 
who  could  deceive  their  Senthem  colleagues  no 
longer,  if  tbey  were  in  favor  of  those  principles 
of  free  trade  as  the  cardinal  principles  of  Democ- 
racy? He  appealed  to  the  Representative  of  the 
district  in  which  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  the  great  leader 
of  Northern  Democracy,  resided. 

Mr.  R.  McCLSLLAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
respond.  If  by  free  trade  I  am  to  understand  di- 
rect taxation,  I  am'  opposed  te  free  trade.  But  if, 
by  free  trade,  I  am  to  understood  low  duties  and 
low  taxation,  then  I  am  in  favor  of  free  trade. 
[Cries  of  "Thafi  right.»»] 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  asked  the  gentleman  if  he 
was  in  favor  of  free  trade;  and  that  gentleman  re- 
plied, by  asking  him  what  free  trade  meauL 

Mr.  McCLELLAN.  Well,  sir,  I  will  tell  the 
gentleman  what  I  mean,  so  plainly  that  he  shall  not 
misunderstand  me. 

Mr.  WHITE  refused  to  yield  the  floor  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  for  that  purpose.  He 
then  went  on  to  observe  that  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers were  afraid  of  committing  themselves  before 
their  constituents;  and  asked  if  the  Southern  Dem- 
ocrati  were  in  favor  of  free  trade,  and  the  North- 
ern Democrats  were  not,  whether  there  were  not  in 
the  Democratic  ranks,  divisions  similar  to  tho^e  with 
which  the  Whig  party  had  been  taunted.  He 
further  alluded  to  the  triumph  claimed  by  Northern 
Democratic  presses,  which  attributed  the  passage 
of  the  tariff'  bill  to  the  vote  of  Mr.  Silas  Wright  of 
the  United  States  Senate;  and  to  the  course  pur- 
f^ued  by  Southern  Democratic  presses,  by  which 
odium  was  piled  upon  the  Whig  party  fbr  the  pas- 
sage of  that  same  bill;  but  when  the  Democrats 
from  those  two  divisions  of  the  country  met  on 
this  floor,  they  were  as  gentle  as  cooing  doves.  He 
should  then  assume  that  free  trade  was  a  cardinal 
principle  of  the  Democratic  creed;  while,  on  the 
other  fiide,  protection  of  American  industry  was 
the  opposing  party  principle;  and  so  far  the  posi- 
tion of  the  two  parties  was  understood.  But  he 
would  ask  the  free-trade  advoaates,  if  their  doc- 


trines should  prevail,  how  they  would  supply  the 
deficii&ncy  which  would  be  thereby  created)  Not 
from  customs.  Not  from  import  duties.  Not  by 
taxing  the  commerce  of  foreign  nations.  They 
were  told  there  were  two  courses— 4he  one  taxing 
commerce,  and  the  other  direct  taxation.  If  the 
principles  of  free  trade  should  prevail,  direct  taxa« 
tion  would  be  inevitable;  and  he  would  show  to 
the  House  what  the  burdens  imposed  on  each 
State  would  be  under  such  a  system,  from  a  table 
which  he  had  prepared  on  the  basis  of  the  last 
census. 

The  honorable  gentleman  read  his  tabular  state- 
ment, and  went  into  a  series  of  commentaries  on 
the  oppressive  nature  of  such  taxation,  particularly 
on  his  own  State,  which  was  made  to  pay  the  in- 
terest of  existing  obligations.  He  commented 
further  on  the  doctrines  of  particular  gentlemen  on 
that  floor,  and  on  the  Inequalities  which  were  ob- 
servable in  the  beneflts  of  their  legislation  between 
the  Western  and  the  Atlantic  States,  and  conclu- 
ded with  remarks  on  the  motives  by  which  he  was 
himself  actuated. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  merely  rose  to  see  if 
it  would  be  in  order  to  say  something  about'  the 
bill  before  tbe  committee.  He  knew  that  many 
gentlemen  wished  to  propose  amendment^  and  he 
had  hoped  that  the  debate  would  have  been  carried 
on  upon  these  amendments.  The  bill  must  be 
passed:  and,  as  nothing  had  been  said  about  it,  he 
would  call  attention  to  the  estimates  from  the  de- 
partment, and  the  appropriatfous  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and,  also,  he 
would  call  attention  to  a  statement  from  the  Navy 
Department,  showing  where  reductions  might  be 
made,  without  materially  interfering  with  the  ser- 
vice. According  to  the  estimate  sent  from  the  de- 
partment, the  sum  of  (4,090,00  46  was  asked  for  as 
requisite  for  the  naval  service  and  the  marine' corps 
during  the  first  half  of  the  calendar  year  1843. 
Now  the  committee  recommended  an  appropriation 
of  13,663,978  91  for  the  same  object;  thus  effect- 
ing a  reduction  of  |356,084  95.  For  the  fiscal 
year  from  June,  1843,  to  June,  1844,  the  depart- 
ment estimated  the  amount  required  for  ihe  service 
at  |7,318,091  71.  The  committee  reduced  the 
amount  to  |6,948,079  95.  Reduction  on  the  year, 
11,069,949  46.  Total  reduction  by  the  committee 
t^om  the  estimates  of  the  Navy  Department  during 
the  half  calendar  year  and  the  fiscal  year, 
#1,496,096  71. 

[Several  members:  'K3ive  us  the  heads  of  reduc- 
tion."] 

Mr.  F.  said  he  could  not  now  state  tbe  various 
heads  of  reduction;  one  item,  however,  he  would 
state,  and  that  was  |500,000  in  the  item  for  the  in- 
crease, repair,  and  armament  of  the  navy  during 
the  half  calendar  year.  The  committee  also  made 
reductions  by  cutting  off*  the  appropriations  for 
new  works  at  navy-yards. 

Mr.  MALLORY  rose  and  inquired  what  rule 
was  adopted  by  the  committee  in  scaling  these 
appropriations.  He  observed,  from  reading  the 
bill,  that  a  laige  amount  was  proposed  tor  the 
navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  also  for  Bos- 
ton; whilst  there  was  very  little  for  the  Southern 
siations.»PensacoJa  and  Gosport.  He  wished  to 
know  the  reason  of  this  distinction. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  tbat  the  committee  acted 
on  the  principle  of  striking  out  all  appropriations 
for  the  establishments  of  new  works  at  navy-yards. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  the  reason  would  not  ap- 
ply in  the  case  of  Ihe  reduction  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  Gk>sport,  Va. 

Mr.  FILLMORE.    Why? 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  because  the  appropriations 
proposed  for  the  Qosport  navy-yard  did  not  eon- 
template  new  works,  but  were  for  old  ones. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  remarked  that  thu  case,  and 
the  remark  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Mallort,]  showed  how  little  attention  was  paid  to 
the  concerns  of  the  navy.  By  reference  to  the  es- 
timates of  last  session,  it  would  be  seen  tbat  an  ap- 
propriation of  |S6,000  was  asked  to  build  a  new 
store-house  at  the  Ghwport  navy-yard.  Tbe  com- 
mittee struck  out  the  item,  on  the  ground  that  it 
contemplated  a  new  work.  The  House  acquiesced 
in  their  decision,  and  struck  the  item  from  the  bill. 
Notwithstanding  this  deciaou,  the  Navy  Departs  j 


ment  took  (15,000,  (which  had  been  appropriated 
towards  other  objects,)  and  applied  it  to  the  com- 
mencement of  this  new  work,  for  which  additional^ 
approl;>riations  were  now  wanted. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  that  the  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  did  not  reach  the  objection  he  had 
raised:  it  went  around  and  about  the  objection, 
without  reaching  it.  Mr.  M.  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  appropriation  asked  for  contemplated 
the  completion  of  a  quay  dock,  instead  of  the  put- 
ting up  of  new  works. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man had  looked  into  the  estimates  of  lai^year 
sent  from  the  departmenti 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  had  nou 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  these  eatinuites  as- 
sumed such  a  Protean  shape,  that  it  was  often  im- 
possible to  trace  them,  and  find  out  for  what  ob- 
ject the  appropriations  were  wished;  hut,  whenever 
the  committee  did  ascertain  it,  their  object  was  al- 
ways to  cut  off  those  which  were  for  tbe  oomflaeiiee- 
ment  of  new  works. 

As  the  present  state  of  the  treasury  had  beea 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  he  feh  it  hii 
duty  to  say  something  in  relation  to  it.  He  would 
call  attention  to  the  estimates  sent  from  the  Navy 
Department,  in  order  that  the  House  might  see  oi 
what  data  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  acted.  The  department  had  put  down  the  sums 
required  for  the  several  squadrons  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the  Pacific,  the  Brazilian  station,  the  East 
Indies,  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  home  squadron; 
and  In  another  Uble,  it  had  specified,  after  carry- 
ing out  the  amount  required  for  all,  the  sum  ^^ 
quired  for  each  vessel  of  a  diilinet  class.  Tbi»» 
the  House  might,  if  it  saw  fit,  diminish  the  fores 
of  the  navy  as  it  pleased,  by  specifying  any  pu^ 
ticular  vessel  which  should  not  be  put  in  eommt»* 
fiion.  He  merely  slated  this  fact,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  pursue,  its  own  pleasure.  He  was  not, 
however,  instructed  by  the  Ck>mmittee  of  Wayt 
and  Means  to  make  any  motion  having  for  its  ob- 
ject a  reduction. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  roee  to  ask  a  qnestioa. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  yielded;  and  expressed  a  wil- 
lingness to  answer. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  wished  to  know  whether 
the  bill  did  not  propose  an  increase  of  |600,000 
above  the  amount  last  year  expended  in  paying 
the  navy? 

Mr.  FILLMORE.  Very  likely. 

Mr.  MERIWETHERsaid  he  made  it  $598,000. 
There  was,  ateo,  according  to  his  estimate,  a  sur- 
plus fund  now  on  hand,  amounting  to  f490,000,  ap- 
plicable to  this  ot)ject. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  observed  that  the  estimates  of 
last  year  were  cut  down.  He  was  also  understood 
to  say  that  tiie  amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  item  could  not  be  reduced,  without  taking 
from  the  officers  of  the  uavy  what  they  were  enti- 
tled to  by  law. 

He  would  say  that  a  most  strange  propositioa 
had  been  this  morning  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
firom  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Holmks,]  to  lay  ail  the 
appropriation  bills  on  the  table.  It  was,  indeed,  a 
grave  charge  which  that  gentleman  brought  agvnat 
the  Whig  party,  when  he  said  that  tbey  were,  last 
session,  disposed  to  withhold  the  appropriations  for 
carrying  on  the  Gh)vemment.  It  was  with  sv- 
prise  that  he  to- day  heard,  for  the  first  time,  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  session,  when  only  enough 
time  was  left  to  act  upon  the  appropriation  and 
upon  other  necessary  bills,  a  proposition  to  lay  all 
appropriation  bills  on  the  table,  and  not  appropri* 
ate  a  dollar  until  the  ways  and  means  shonld  have 
been  provided.  It  did  seem  to  him  eztraor&naiy 
that  this  objection  should  come  from  that  side  of 
the  House  to  which  the  gentleman  belonged,  at  this 
late  day. 

He  would  now  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  means 
of  carrying  on  the  Government,  llie  only  cosh 
munication  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  received  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  the  only  basts  of  information  on  which 
they  had  to  act,  was  the  financial  report  of  the 
Secretary,  laid  before  the  House  in  December  last 
Without  enomeratiog  the  details  of  that  vport, 
and  the  estimates  of  tbe  Secretary,  he  would  merely 
state  that  the  result  arriTed  at  by  tfantoflleer  was. 
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thftty  on  the  1st  Jnly,  1844,  there  would  be  a 
balance  in  the  nreasnry,  over  and  above  the  de- 
mands open  ii«  of  |1,C35,871  01. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  rose,  and  inquired 
whether  ihe  gentleman  from  New  York,  as  chkir- 
man  of  iha  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  had 
come  to  the  same  conclnsioo. 

Mr.  FILLMORBsaid  hecoald  ariive  at  no  other 
from  the  same  data. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  an&wer  given  to  hiscoi- 
leagne  [Mr.  Swira]  did  not  satisfy  him.  Did  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  mean  to  «ay  that,  from 
the  data  famished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
he  could  come  to  no  other  conclusion?  He  would 
aik  the  gentJeman  whether  he  had  not  looked  to 
ether  data  than  tikat  furnished  him  by  the  Treasury 
Department?  Was  Aot  the  gentleman's  own  opin- 
ion difi^reni?  Had  not  the  gentleman  endeavored 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  other  data? 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  would  take  pleasure 
in  answering  any  questions  that  might  tend  to  en- 
lighten the  Qiembers  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  put  his  questions  in  all  good 
faith. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  remarked  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  the  mliny  labors  im- 
posed upon  them,  were  necessarily  compelled  to 
rely  upon  the  information  which  they  might  re- 
ceive from  the  Treasury  Department  in  relation  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  Government. . 
Th«  committee  supposed  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Sec- 
retary communicated  bis  estimate  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  on  the  lith  of  December,  if  any 
circumstance  had  since  occurred  to  induce  him  to 
believe  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  his  esti- 
mates, he  wonk)  have  corrected  them  before  this. 
As  no  communication  had  been  received  from  him, 
either  by  theconiintttee  or  by  the  House,  from  that 
day  to  this,  it  was  to.  be  presumed  that  his  esti- 
mates were  correct.    So  far  from  the  committee 
having  received  any  information  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  was  not  to  be  relied  on^after  wait- 
ing for  a  long  time,  and  after  hearing  it  announced 
from  day  to  day,  in  that  hall,  that  the  estimates  of 
the  department  could  not  be  relied  on,  he,  by  di- 
rection of  the  committee,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  on  the  31st  of  January,  asking  for  in- 
formation.     He  would  read    that  letter  to    the 
House;  bat,  before  he  did  so,  he  would  remark  that 
no  answer  had  been  received  from  the  Secretary. 
He  then  read  a  copy  of  the  letter  he  had  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary,  from  which  the  reporter 
gathered  that  he  requested  the  Secretary  to  state^ 
ht,  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued,  and  when 
duei  3d,  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  Issued,  on 
which  the  interest  is  payable  semi-annually;  3d, 
the  amount  of  the  loan  taken,  distinguishing  be- 
tween that'  taken  last  session,  and  that  taken  re- 
cently; 4th,  the, amount  of  the  loan  and  treasury 
notes  authorized,  but  not  Issued;  5th,  the  estimated 
revenue  for   the  calendar  year  1843;  and  6th,  the 
estimated   expenditure  during   the  same  period, 
under  each  general  head.    These  inqoiries  were 
sent  by  him  to  the  Secretary  on  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary.    He  had  since  received  no  response. 

Mr.  WISE.    With  all  due  deference 

Mr.  FILLMORE.  In  addition  to  this,  he  would 
state  that,  on  the  same  oay,  he  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary,  asking  for  his  opinions  upon  the 
proposed  modification  of  the  tariff,  and  stating  that 
the  cooimittee  were  waiting  to  see  what  he  had  to 
recommend. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  it  was  the  practice  for 
the  House  to  take  the  data  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary cf  ihe  Treasury,  and  also  the  daia  furnished 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  passing 
its  appropriation  bills.  Both  were  responsible,  and 
both  bound  to  inquire  into  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Government.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  famish  data  on  which  to  act  in  making 
appropriations.  He  asked,  was  it  not  the  duty  of 
the  committee  also  to  make  inquiries?  He  wished 
to  know  whether — as  doubts  baid  been  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  correctness  of  the  Secretary's  esti- 
mates— the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had, 
for  themselves,  made  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and 
what  opinion  they  had  fermedl  He  had  a  right  to 
know  their  views. 


Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  knew  not  what  would 
be  the  amount  of  imports  the  present  year.  He 
could  not  undertake  to  make  an  estimate.  Bat,  he 
would  say«  that  he  was  not  before  aware  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
correspond  with  the  collectors  of  our  ports,  in  or- 
der to  aseeriain  what  would  be  the  amount  of  du- 
ties on  imports.  The  only  source  on  which  they 
had  to  rely  was  the  department,  which  they  held 
responsible  for  fnmishiog  correct  information. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  not  yet  satisfied.  He 
wished  to  know  the  gentleman^s  opinion  upon  the 
data  be/ore  him. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  ahrtady  given 
that. 

Mr.  WISE  had  not  heard  iu 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  if  the  data  of  the 
Secretary  were  correct,  his  result  was  true — if  oth- 
erwise, not.  After  a  few  remarks  expressing  his 
regret  that  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  occurred 
when  there  was  so  little  time  left  to  remedy  it,  he 
concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Meri- 
wxthxr]  would  be  withdrawn,  and  offered,  if  the 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  persist  in  it,  when  a 
more  appropriate  bill  came  up.  He  referred  to  the 
retrenchment  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  Arnold,]  which  had  been  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  STANLY  read  an  amendment— which,  he 
said,  he  intended  to  offer  at  the  proper  time— re- 
ducing the  number  of  ships  employed  on  foreign 
stations,  effecting  a  reduction  of  about  ^100,000. 
Mr.  S.  then  briefly  opposed  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  defended  and  eulo- 
gized the  ofiScers  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  that  this  amend- 
ment would  have  no  effect;  for  the  officers  would 
receive  their  pay,  whether  they  went  to  sea  or 
not. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  observed  that,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  day,  he  would  not  say  all  that  he 
should  have  said  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  had 
he  then  obtained  the  floor.  He  now  wished  to  say 
something  in  relation  to  this  navy  biU,  and 
also  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.WHrra.]  Some  gentlemen  contended 
that  this  bill  was  not  the  appropriate  one  in  which 
to  begin  retrenchment;  that  it  ought  to  be  done  in 
a  general-bill,  embracing  all  the  departments  of  the 
Government.  Now,  he  thought  they  had  better 
make  the  reduction  here;  and  if  it  should  be  super- 
seded in  another  bill,  there  certainly  would  not  be 
a  double  reduction.  He  thought  that  the  reduction 
of  the  pay  of  some  of  the  officers  was  too  great; 
while  there  were  others  that  ought  to  be  reduced; 
for  in  the  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  the  navy,  pass- 
ed'in  1835,  that  House  raised  the  salaries  of  some 
of  the  officers  up  higher  than  was  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  gentleman  from 
Yirginia  had  refened  to  the  neglect  of  appropria- 
tions for  some  of  the  navy-yards;  but  he  could 
show  that  there  was  great  partiality  and  injustice 
in  some  of  them.  The  appropriationr  for  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  for  instance,  |40,000 
was  for  permanent  improvements,  in  order  to  en- 
large that  yard,  and  place  it  on  the  same  footing 
with  others.  The  appropriation  for  the  yard  at 
Boston  was  for  the  same  purpose;  while  the  com- 
mittee had  stricken  out  of  tbe  appropriation  for  the 
Philadelphia  navy-yard,  what  the  department  had 
recommended  as  indispensable— giving  only  (4,000 
to  that  yard,  instead  of  the  |28,0b0  which  was  rec- 
ommended. This,  too,  was  done,  while  they  gave 
|40,000  to  the  little  yard  at  Portsmouth,  and  JMO,- 
000  to  the  yard  at  New  York;  though  it  was  not 
yet  dedded  whether  the  improvements  were  neces- 
sary or  not.  When  the  proper  time  came,  he  should 
offer  an  amendment  increasing  the  appropriation 
for  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  though  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  advocate  and  explain  it. 

He  would  now  say  a  few  words  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [Mr.  WnrTB,]  who  voted  for 
taking  this  bill  out  of  the  committee  at  two  o'clock, 
and  yet  consumed  one  hour  to-day  without  saying 
one  word  in  relation  to  it.  That  was  a  sample  of 
the  whole  Whig  party.  They  talked  a  great  deal 
of  retrenchment  and  reform,  while  their  whole  ac- 
tion tend^  to  extravagance.    They  voted  for  eve- 


ry appropriation,  while  they  declared  to  the  people 
that  their  object  was  eeonomyjand  they  might  lett 
them,  too,  how  they  prevented  these  Locofoeos  from 
consuming  ttie  time  of  the  House.-  If  it  was  not 
for  the  hour  rule  which  they  had  adopted,  and  the 
resolution  for  taking  bills  out  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  debates  might  go  on, and  something  like  re- 
trenchment and  reform  might  grow  out  of  them; 
but  these  gentlemen  thought  they  had  economized 
enough  when  they  saved  time  by  suppressing  debate. 
After  all,  what  good  had  resulted  from  it?  There 
never  was  a  session  in  which  thete  was  so  much 
useless  debate,,  and  so  much  unnecessary  consump- 
tion of  the  time  of  the  House — and  all  by  the  differ 
ent  members  of  the  Whig  party  wrangling  with 
each  other.  Weeks  after  weeks  had  paase^  in 
debate,  without  hearing  a  Demecrat*s  voice,  ^hlle 
the  Whigs  were  denouncing  each  other  anfl  de- 
nouncing everybody.  • 

Mr.  KING  here  made  some  observation,  which 
was  not  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN.  Did  you  not  vote  for  the 
gag  rulel 

Mr.  KING.    No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN.  Did  you  not  vote  for  the 
rule  allowing  a  resolution  to  be  offered  to  take  a 
bill  out  of  committee  at  a  few  hours*  warning? 

Mr.  KING  admitted  that  he  did. 

Mf.  C.  BROWN  then  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
would  put  a  loaded  gun  in  the  hands  of  a  madman, 
he  must  not  complain  of  the  consequences.  Well,  the 
Whig  party  had  accomplished  all  their  objects;  and 
what  had  they  or  the  country  gained  by  it?  They  car- 
ried their  land  distribution  measure,  and  the  money 
was  sent  to  the  States;  but  had  the  people  been  bene- 
fitted by  it?  They  had  passed  their  bankrupt  bill; 
had  the  people  api>roved  of  ii?  They  had  passed 
their  high  tariff;  had  the  people  approved  it,  or  had 
it  replenithed  the  treasury?  [Here  some  gentle- 
man asked  Mr.  B.  if  he  did  not  vote  for  it.]  The 
gentleman  asked  if  he  voted  for  it.  Yes,  he  did;  and 
would  to  God  he  could  have  voted  for  their,  bank 
bill,  in  order  that  the  people  might  see  how  de- 
lusive were  the  promises  of  relief  and  prosperity 
it  held  out  to  them. 

He  had  voted  for  the  uriff  bill  as  an  honest  poli- 
tician, though  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  do 
any  good.  He  wanted  it  to  go  before  the  people, 
and  show  them,  by  its  practical  results,  that  all  the 
promises  of  prosperity  held  out  in  its  behalf  were 
utterly  false.  The  Whigs  had  been  holding  meet- 
ings in  his  district,  promising  good  times,  constant 
employment  to  laborers  and  mfchanies,  and  good 
wages,  if  they  could  only  get  a  tariff  bill  passed. 
Well,  the  bill  was  passed;  and  what  was  the  con« 
sequence?  Why,  instead  of  constant  employ- 
ment and  good  wages,  wages  were  reduced, 
and  numbers  were  discharged.  Such  was  the 
result  of  Whig  promises.  They  had  their  dis- 
tribution act,  their  bankrupt  law,  and  their 
high  tariff;  for  all  of  which  great  promises 
were  made:  and  now  that  the  country  had  repudi- 
ated them,  they  were  abandoning  these  measures 
themselves.  Much  had  been  said  about  the  cur- 
rency; and  he  would  ask  if  there  was  not  enough 
for  the  greatest  advocate  of  a  paper  currency  in 
the  exchequer  bill  before  the  House?  Would  the 
Whig  party  go  before  the  people,  and  say  that  they 
wanted  more  currency  than  this  bill  would  give 
them?  Or  would  they  go  before  the  people,  and 
say  that  the  paper  of  a  national  bank  would  be  a 
better  currency  than  the  paper  of  the  exchequer 
founded  on  the  revenues  of  the  Government  and 
the  public  lands?  The  Whig  party  had  everything 
they  wanted;  and,  with  ill  their  objects  accomplish- 
ed, what  had  been  the  verdict  of  the  people?  Wbere, 
in  this  vast  republic,  had  they  been  able  lo  keep  their 
ground? 
[Some  one  answered  Mr.  B :  *^In  Georgia.**] 
He  had  heard  it  said,  when,  at  the  last  elec- 
tion for  members  to  the  next  Congress  in  Georgia, 
the  entire  Whig  delegation  was  'defeated,  that  their 
defeat  was  caused  by  General  Apathy.  Now  Uiat 
they  had  been  able  to  get  one  cnunb  of  comfort  by 
the  election  of  one  member  for  the  tail  of  the  session, 
they  hailed  it  as  a  great  triumph  and  a  glorious  vic- 
tory. But  might  not  that  result  have  been  caused  by 
Qemral  JStpiUkg  also?  He  would  ask  any  gentle- 
man  from  Geo^  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  nty  that 
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^ha  tewU  of  ihat  eleotioo  was  eaus«d  by  a  single 
measnie  of  this  session*  Was  this  geaUeman  [Mr. 
Oaiwi^aD]  elected  to  make  a  national  banki  Was 
he  elected  to  perpetuate  the  high  Uuriff?    He  had 
not  seen  the  gentleman's  votes  yei;  bat  he  woald 
▼oie  differently  firom  the  Whigs  of  his  section  of 
the  country  U  he  voted  ioi  any  of  these  meas- 
ufes.    Now  for  retrenchment;  fot  nothing  was 
more  potent  at  the  last  elections  than  that  sibject. 
There  was  not  a  district  in  this  Union  in  which  the 
Whig  gandtOates  did  not  go  before  the  people  upon 
the  ealraragant  expenditures  of  the  last  Adminis- 
tration.   Everywhere  they  imputed  to  that  Admin* 
islration  extravagant  waste' of  the  public  money,   I 
and  high  salaries.    Now,  let  them  put  their  hands 
on  a  single  retrenchment  they  had  effected.    Why, 
so  no'torious  was  their  opposition  to  retrenchment, 
that  the  member  from  Tennessee,  one  of  their  par- 
ty, [Mr.  Arnold,]  admitted  that  he  principally  re- 
lied on  the  Democrats  to  carry  his  bill  through, 

(No.  548.) 

Yesterday,  it  was  true,  they  punished  one  solitary 
man  by  cutting  off  half  his  salary;  and  last  session, 
the  only  man  they  reduced  was  the  man  who  car- 
ries wood  and  brings  water.  They  did  not  reduce 
the  pay  of  the  pages,  as  was  alleged.  If  they  knew 
of  any  extravagance  in  the  Ghovemment,  it  was 
their  duty,  as  honcbt  men,  to  put  an  end  to  it  when 
thCy  got  into  power.  But  they  had  not  done  so. 
Let  them  but  show  a  general  movement  at  re* 
irenchment  and  reform,  and  he  would  answer  for 
Democrats  enough  to  enable  them  to  carry  it  through. 
Where  would  they  begin  retrenchment,  be  asked 
them,  if  this  bill  was  not  the  place  for  it?  The 
bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  {Mr.  Aa- 
MOLD's  No  548,]  they  said  was  not  the  place  for  it; 
and  now,  within  three  weeks  of  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, it  was  too  late  to  introduce  another  bill.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana  said  that  they  went  for 
reform;  but  he  should  like  to  know  what  their  re- 
form was. 

Mr.  PROFFIT.  To  get  such  men  as  you  out  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  in  continuation.  Yes,  it  was; 
but  gentlemen,  in  striving  te  get  us  out,  got  them- 
selves out  of  Congress;  they  dug  a  pit  for  us,  which 
they  fell  into  themselves. 

There  were  but  few  Whig  members  in  the  House 
who  would  not  be  repudiated  by  their  constituents. 
Tuey  had  been,  and  were  being,  reformed  out 
themselves;  and  this  was,  in  bis  opinion,  the  best 
reform  that  could  be  made.  Their  days  were 
numbered;  and,  in  a  short  month,  all  that  would  be 
left  of  them  and  their  reign,  would  be  a  blotted 
page  on  the  records  of  these  halls,  and  a  debt  of 
some  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dollars,  that  they 
bad,  by  their  wasteful  extravagance,  imposed  upon 
the  people  tbey  had  deceived  and  betrayed. 

It  had  been  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  give 
high  pay  in  the  navy,  in  order  to  get  good  officers; 
but  all  this  was  idle  talk.  We  had  as  good,  if  not 
better  officers,  with  one  half  the  pay  as  we  have 
DOW.  It  was  the  officers  who  received  only  half 
the  pay  of  those  of  the  present  day,  who  gave  the 
navy  its  high  character;  and  it  was  on  the  deeds  of 
those  officers  that  those  of  the  present  day  now  re- 
lied to  suetain  them.  He  would  say  nothfng  in  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  the  treasury,  further  than  that 
in  these  times  of  public  distress,  those  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  public  should  bear  a  portion  of  tbst 
d  isirees.  This  doctrine  was  carried  out  in  his  Stale, 
by  taxing  all  the  public  officers;  and  in  Alabama, 
as  he  had  lately  seen,  in  cortailing  the  salaries  of 
all  the  officers  of  ihe  State  20  per  cent.  One  of 
the  post-captains  of  the  navy  told  him  that  be  saved 
more  of  his  pay  when  he  was  a  lieutenant,  re- 
ceiving only  |700  per  year,  than  he  now  did.  [Some 
gentlf^man  was  heard  to  say  that  the  officer  must 
then  hnve  been  a  bachelor.]  No,  he  was  not  a 
bachelor.  He  would  not  do  such  discredit  to  the 
ladies  of  the  country,  as  to  consider  then  a  bill  of 
expense.  The  Scriptures  told  them  woman  was 
made  a  helomaie  for  man;  and  sach  he  had  al- 
ways coasiderrd  a  good  wife.  At  least  such  a 
help  he  shoald  consider  a  wife,  if  he  ever  was  so 
furiunaie  as  lo  get  one,  and  not  a  subject  of  ex- 
pense, that  would  require  the  boanly  of  his  country 
to  enable  him  to  support.  They  slandered  the  la- 
dies af  tha  Union,  who  thus  brought  them  inlo  its 


hails  of  legislation  as  burdens  upon  its  officers  or 
its  treasury.  They  deserved  and  held  a  higher  po- 
sition, and  would  scorn  to  be  thus  made  an  argu- 
ment to  extract  money  from  the  public  coffers; 
and,  most  of  all,  when  those  coffers  were  empty. 

The  hour  fixed  to  terminate  debate  having  ar- 
rived, the  committee  proceeded  to  act  upon  the 
amendments. 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  MBEiWBTHsa,  which  was  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Add  to  the  first  section  this  proviso: 

Prffoided,  That,  unul  otherwise  directed  by  law,  no  part  or 
the  OTeBen^or  any  future  appropriations  for  the  pay 4)f  com- 
missioned, warrant,  and  petty  officers,  including  the  engi- 
neer corps,  shall  be  paid  to  the  same,  except  upon  a  reduction 
of  the  present  pay  at  and  aAer  the  rale  of  twenty  per  cent  per 
annum. 

Mr.  C.  BaowN  and  Mr.  T.  J.  Campbbil  were 
the  tellers  appointed;  and  they  reported  74  in  the 
affirmative,  and  82  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McKEON  then  submitted  his  amendment  to 
the  first  item,  which,  on  Saturday  last,  he  offered 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  providing  that  no  part  of  this 
appropriation  shall  be  applied  to  the  pay  of  offi- 
cers, or  to  the  equipping  of  vessels,  to  be  employed 
on  the  coast  of  Alrica,  under  the  late  treaty  with 

England. 

After  a  discussion  on  the  appropriateness  of  this 
amendment  as  an  amendment  to  the  first  item,  in 
which  Mr.  aRANQfiR,Mr.  WISE,  Mr.  SMITH 
of  Virginia,  and  the  CHAIRMAN  took  part,  it 
was  decided  to  be  in  order. 
Tellers  were  then  called  for,  and  ordered. 
Mr.  AD4MS  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  McKbom]  meant  to  make  an 
appropriation  which  would  be  necessary  to  carry 
out  a  treaty,  for  the  support  of  a  squadron  on  the 
African  coast,  by  an  addition  to  this  bill.  Lories 
of  "Order"— "No  debate."! 

Mr.  McKBON  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  reply  to  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts. 
The  CHAIRMAN  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr»  Barton  and  Mr.  Houstom  were  then  ap- 
pointed tellers;  and  they  reported  33  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  negative  was  not  counted,  and  the 
amendment  was  deemed  lost. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
|3,993,16I  as  the  approphation  for  the  pay  of  the 
officers  and  men,  and  inserting  i9,715,805. 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  Messrs.  Boardman 
and  Wbllbe  were  appointed;  and  they  reported 
73  in  the  affirmative,  and  93  in  the  negative.  The 
amendment  was,  therefore,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  moved  to  amend  a  subsequent 
item,  by  striking  out  "enginesr  corps,'*  and  insert- 
"engineer  men;'*  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OTANLY  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
item  making  appropriation  for  the  provisions  of 
the  navy,  transportation,  cooperage^'Ac-,  which 
was  understood  to  be  a  reduction  of  the  appropri* 
ation  for  Provisions;  but  its  precise  purport  was 
not  heard.    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  an  amendment  to  an 
item  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  that 
the  duties  of  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Clothing 
and  Provisions  should  be  discharged  by  a  cap- 
tain in  the  navy. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  out  the  word  **captain,'*  and  inserting  "pur- 
ser.** 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  Messrs.  Gk>Ri>0N 
and  J.  G.  Edwards  were  appointed;  and  they  re- 
ported 79  in  the  affirmative,  and  81  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  amendment  lo  the  amendment  was  not, 
therefore,  s greed  to.  The  amendment  was  then 
adopted  as  submitted  by  Mr.  Mallort. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  strike  eut  the 
appropriation  for  clothing,  dbc.,  |380,000.  Re- 
jected. 

The  clause  making  an  appropriation  for  medi- 
cine, medical  attendance,  care  of  the  sick,  &c., 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  offered  a  verbal  amendment, 

uniting-  the  appropriation  for  the  several  objects 

intoone  item— 157,350  for  the  half  calendar  year, 

and  146.840  for  the  fiscal  year. 

Bir.  FBSSBNDEN  rose  and  offered  in  amend- 


ment  lo  ihw  amendment,  to  be  inserted  by  way  of 
proviso.  It  provided  that  no  person  Aall  hold  the 
place  of  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery,  unless  he  shall  ha?e  been  at  least  five  years 
in  the  sea  service.  . 

The  question  was  taken  upon  this  proviso,  and 
it  was  aaopted  without  a  division.  Before  the  fact, 
however,  was  announced  to  thc^  commillce  by  the 

Chair,  .        *      ^        a 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
contended  that  the  amendment  abridged  the  power 
of  appointment  lodged  in  the  President  by  the  Con- 
stituUon,  by  requiring  the  President  to  select  only 
from  a  certain  class  of  men  in  the  service. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  the  amendment 
involved  a  change  of  the  organic  laws,  and  wouM 
essentially  alter  the  qualifications  required  of  offi- 

ceif(« 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  would  have  the  effert  of 
dismissing  the  present  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Med- 
icine and  Surgery. 

[Several   members:     "Yes;    that's    what  we 

want***] 
The  CHAIR  then  decided  that  the  amendmeat 

was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FBSSBNDEN  took  an  appeal. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  know  if  the  Chair  had  not, 
a  short  time  since,  entertained  a  proposition  to  the 
effect  that  none  but  a  post-captain  should  oecnpy 
the  place  of  chief  of  Ihe  Bureau  of  Clolhingt 
Why,  then,  object  lo  receiving  this  propositionl 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  should  hjiv«  no  ob. 
jection  to  having  his  decision  reversed. 

Mr.  BOTTS  and  several  gentlemen  roae  to  de- 
bate the  question  of  order?  but  were  rated  out  of 

order.  .  -      . 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  then  reversed,  and 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fassnnpan  carried  withoit 
a  division.  Mr.  Pillmoeb's  amendment,  as  amend- 
ed, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  an  amendment  appropri- 
ating #6,000  to  the  relief  of  recaptured  Africans  oa 
the  coast  of  Africat  agreed  tG. 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriatioa 
for  the  equipment,  dfcc.  of  the  navyt  by  taking 
therefrom  |50,000:  rejected  without  n  count. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  increase  the  appro- 
priaUon  for  the  navy-yard  at  Brooklyn,  for  the  half 
calendar  year,  from  #14,000  to  #16.000;  and  M 
the  fiscal  year,  from  #23,900  to  #35,400;  ao  as  to 
provide  for  the  guard-house:  agreed  to--aye8  73, 

noes  5S  ,         . 

Blr.  CHARLES  BROWN  moved  to.waeMe 

the  appropriation  for  the  navy-yard  at  PWladdpha, 
for  the  half  calendar  year,  from  #1 950  to  #8,000; 
and  for  the  fiscal  year,  from  #2.000  to  #20,000:  re- 
jected without  a  division. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  increase  the  appro- 
priaiion  for  the  navy-yard  at  Gosport,  Va.  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  guard-houst»  Instead  of  |4,000, 
as  proposed  for  t^ie  half  calendar  year,  he  moved  to 

insert  #6,200.  ^  ^    ^.  . 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  to  amend  this  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  #5,200  and  inserting  #24,000. 
(A  voice:  '^That's  modest.")  The  proposmon  wis 

rejected.  ,  .         a   . 

Mr.  FiLLMoat^  amendment  was  then  adopt- 
ed; as  also  a  similar  one  offered  by  him  for  in- 
creasing the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  fimn 
#8,500  to  (p.310.  ^  . 

Mr.  FILLMORE  next  moved  to  increase  the 
appropriation  for  the  Pensaoola  navy-yard,  so  ai 
to  provide  for  the  guard-house  there,  by  insertittg 
#3,000  in  lieu  of  #2,000  for  the  half  calendar 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  out  #3,000,  and   inserting  #98,000:  r^ 

jected.  .  J    . 

Mr.  Fillmore's  amendment  was  then  adopt- 
ed, together  with  a  similar  one,  increasing  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  fiscal  year  firom  #3,000.  to 
#4.047,  after  a  fruitless  effort  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Lkvt  to  increase  the  last  named  item  lo  #63,000. 

Mr.  LEVY  moved  to  insert  #50,000  for  a  float- 
ing  dock  at  Pensacola:  rejected  without  a  count. 

Mr.  FILLHORE  moved  to  insert  an  item  of 
#1,000  for  prinUng  and  publishing  the  code  of  rales 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy* 
prepared  by  the  Secretary,  nndcr  the  order  of 
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Congress,  so  soon  as  the  same  ^hall  have  been 
ratified  by  both  Houses:  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OAYB  JOHNSON  moved  aa  amendment 
to  strike  oat  the  word  **inereaf^e*'  in  the  thirty- 
levenlh  linie,  so  that  the  appropriation  should  not 
be  made  for  tbe  increase  of  the  oav>:  rejected. 

Mr.  BURNBLL  offered  an  ameodment  prori- 
ding  that  naval  apprentices,  upon  being  recommend- 
ed by  their  teachers  and  commtnders  as  fit  for 
the  appointment,  may  be  appointed  midshipmen: 
rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMOR^,  the  committee 
then  rose  and  reported  tbe  bill,  as  amended,  to  the 
Hoase. 

Mr.  KING  rose,  and  was  about  addressing 
the  House;  but  afier  *some  conversation  be- 
tween him  and  Messrs.  WISE  and  MERI- 
WETHERi  he  agreed  to  forego  his  speech  for  this 
occasion,  and  to  move  the  previous  question. 

Tbe  previous  question'  being  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered, 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  expressed  a  wish  to 
ha?e  the  amendments  printed;  and,  for  that  pur- 
pose, moved  an  adjournment:  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  carried. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  it  with- an  amendment  reducing  the 
salaries  of  all  the  ofilcers  of  the  navy  twenty  per 
cent. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BURNELL  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  a 
gentleman  to  rise  and  move  the  previous  question 
after  a  gentleman  had  submitted  a  resolution,  and 
b«fore  it  bad  been  received  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WISE  explained. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  it  was  his  intention 
to  have  debated  the  question  of  recommitment. 
He  wss  occupying  the  floor,  when  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  stepped  in  between  him  and  the  Chair, 
before  his  proposition  had  even  been  read;  and  he 
denied  the  competency  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia to  pursue  such  a  course. 

Mr.  WISE,  Mr.  MERIWETHER,  and  the 
SPEAKER  explained. 

The  previous  question  was  then  sec6nded^88 
voting  in  the  afilrmative,  and  63  In  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  pot, 
and  the  bill  was  pasted.  To  prevent  de'bate  here- 
after, Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  reconsideration, 
on  which  he  demanded  the  previous  question. 
Tbe  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  was  negatived. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thursdat,  February  9, 1843. 

ThePRBSIDENTpro  lem.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  eonanunication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  copies  of  coi^munieations  from 
tbe  oolleetors  of  customs,  in  refntion  to  the  policy 
of  establishing  the  warehouse  system;  which. 

On  motion  by  HUNTINGTON,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  McDUFFiB  presented  additional  doc- 
uments from  Milledge  Galphin,  relative  to  the 
claims  of  the  heirs  of  Gteorge  (HIphin;  wtfich  was 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finaoce, 
reported  baelr,  without  amendment,  the  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  for  the  payment  of  pensions 
for  the  half  calendar  year,  commencing  on  the 
l8t  January,  1843,  and  ending  on  the  30th  June, 
1843;  and  for  the  fiscal  year,  commencing  on  the 
1st  July,  1843,  and  ending  on  the  30ih  June,  1844. 

Mr.  E.  also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, with  an  amendment,  (which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,)  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  settle,  on  certain  terms, 
the  liabilities  of.  the  sureties  df  Gordon  D.  Boyd, 
late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Columbus,  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river 
and  tributary  streams;  which  wadi  read,  and  order- 


ed t«  a  second  reading,  and  the  report  accompany- 
ing the  same  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  several 
amendments.  House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Garret  Vleit.'* 

Mr.  S,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  with  an  amendment.  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Richard  DeWitt  and  Ira  J.  Price. 

Mr.  S.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Wagoner;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from 
the  further  Qonsideration  of  the  petition  of  David 
Irvin,  and  others,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their 
purchases  of  certain  lands;  and  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  a  letter  had  been  re- 
ceived from  tbe  collector  of  New  York,  in  relation 
to  a  box  of  books  furnished  by  the  French  Cham- 
ber of  Peers  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  he 
therefore  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Ruotved,  That  the  commumcation  of  E.  Curtis,  esq.,  col- 
lector  at  New  York,  concerning  a  case  of  books  and  public  doc- 
uments forwarded  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the 
House  of  Peers  of  the  kinffdom  of  France,  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Library;  and  that  the  said  committee 
ht  authorized  (o  depoeite  the  said  books  and  public  documents, 
when  they  sliall  recdre  them,  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  reports  (which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed)  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  following 
bills  from  the  House,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  they  be  rejected,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  master,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Codhook,  of  Blue  Hill, 
Maine. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Eldridge  and 
dthers. 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  awners  and  crew  of 
the  Three  Brothers. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  owner 
of  the  fishing  schooner  Credit,  and  the  master  and 
crew  of  said  vessel. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  EUery,  owner  ^ 
of  the  fishing  schooners  Savo  and  Ida,  both  of 
Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  and  others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell  and 
others,  as  owners,  master,  and  crew  of  the  fishing- 
schooner  Lucy  Aon. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Broadstreet,  Amos 
Tappan,  and  others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barnabas  Baker,  jr.,  and 
others,  owners  of  the  fishing-schooner  Union,  of 
Dennis,  Massachusetts. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  B^nowles,  jr.,  and 
others,  owners  of  the  fishing-schooner  Garnet. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  made  an  adverse  report  (which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed)  on  the  petition  of  Isaac  Hull 
and  Thomas  Curtis,  praying  for  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  money  withheld  from  them  under  the  act 
providing  for  the  discharge  of  seamen. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  recommended  its 
passage,  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Knott  Mar- 
tin 3d,  and  Arnold  Martin,  owners  of  the  fishing 
schooner  Only  Son. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported  back,  from  the  same  com* 
mittee,  with  ao  amendment,  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,)  tbe  Senate  bill  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  assistant  collector  at  Bangor,  in  the 
collection  district  of  Belfast,  Maine. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  the  export  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise by  land,  as  well  as  by  sea,  in  original  pack- 
ages, with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  instructed  him  to  recommend  that 
they  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject,  on  the  ground  that  ^  majority  of  the 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  legislation  of  that  character;  that  there  was 
none  called  for  before  tbe  adjournment  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress.  The  report  was  ordered  to  be  print'* 
ed,  and  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  37th  December 
last,  directing  that  aommittee  to  inquire  into  the 


state  of  our  tonnage,  freights,  and  commerce,  and 
several  memorials  relating  thereto,  and  to  report 
whether  they  were  prosperous  iinder  our  exi^iin^ 
regulations  with  foreign  powers,  and  whether  the 
regulations  by  other  Governments  are  equal  and 
in  conformity  to  the  spirit  of  our  treaties  with 
such  powers,  and  what  measures  were  necessary 
and  proper  to  produce  greater  reciprocity,  reported 
a  /esolntioo,  recommending  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  subject;  aod  that  the  same  bb 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  is  directed 
thereby  to  make  the  inquiries  touching  the  maner» 
and  to  report  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  bn  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  be  indefinitely  post« 
poned — 

House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Frances  Pellicer;  and 

House  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  jhe  relief  of 
Teackle  Savage,  administrator  of  Bolitha  Laws. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass,  House  bill  for  \)x9  relief  of  tbe  le- 
gal representatives  of  Lieutenant  William  S.  Eve- 
letb. 

Also,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  reported 
back,  with  an  amendment,  and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm. 
Selden,  Treasurer  of  iheUnited  States. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  tl^ey 
do  ptfss,  House  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  to  set  aside  certain  reservations  of  lands 
on  account  of  live  oak,  in  the  southeastern  district 
of  Lotiisiana;  and 

An  act  for  the  reKef  of  the  heirs  of  Philander 
Smith  and  James  Yoong. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  directing 
certain  papers  relating  to  titles  to  land  in  Louisi- 
ana to  be  returned  to  tbe  General  Land  Ofl&ee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Wynn,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  bis  title  to  cer- 
tain lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  tbe  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  McKean  Buchanan, 
a  purser  in  the  navy,  praying  to  be  indemnified 
for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  consequence  of  a 
violation  of  the  usages  of  the  navy  by  his  com* 
mandittg  officer. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  Commit 
tee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  L« 
Ragsdale;  and  leave  was  granted  to  the  petitioner 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  C.  Johnson. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Moore;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAGBY,  the  papers  of 
Jamison  and  Williamson  were  ordered  to  t>e  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KING  presented  joint  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legi&Iature  of  Alabama,  setting  forth  that^ 
owing  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  banks,  the 
individuals  entitled  to  pre-emption  rights  on  the 
public  lands  find  it  utterly  impossible  to  procure 
specie  to  make  a  purchase  of  those  lands  without 
great  sacrifice,  Ac,  and  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  by  Congress  to  permit  the  registers 
and  receivers  of  that  State  to  receive  from  the 
actual  settler  on  the  public  landx,  in  payment  of 
their  homes  and  cultivation,  entered  by  them  un- 
der any  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama  and  its  branches 
to  an  amount  equal  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  rc^ 
linqnisbed  td  that  State  by  Congress,  remainioj^ 
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yet  unpaid:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.      

Ifr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylyania,  complaining  of  theem- 
barxissments  of  th*  country,  whieb  tbey  ascribe  to 
the  want  of  a  sufficient  circulating  medium;  and 
recommending,  to  cure  these  erils,  the  issue  by  the 
Qeneral  Qovemment,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
States  and  Territories  in  a  representative  ratio, 
#900,000,000  of  stock,  based  on  the  public  domain: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WOODBftlDGE  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  relative 
to  a  survey  of.  a  military  road  by  the  Qeneral 
Qovemment,  leading  from  Saginaw  to  Mackinac; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr,  FULTON  presented  Joint  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  recommending 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  as  the  most  suitable  point 
on  the  Western  waters  at  which  toestabli^  a  dock 
yard,  and  naval  depot,  and  national  armory,  and 
urging  the  passage  of  a  law  for  that  purpose:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  had  received  resolotions 
adopted  by  the  grand  Jury  of  the  city  of  Mobile, 
with  a  presentment,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  room  in  conneiiom  with  the  custom-house  at 
that  place,  in  which  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  was  holden,  was  dilapidated,  and  so  entirely 
unfit  for  that  purpose  that  the  judges  were  un- 
willing to  risk  themselves,  or  juries,  on  any  foture 
occasion.  In  consequence  of  the  court-house  of 
the  county  being  occupied  in  the  holding  of  county 
courts,  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  get  such  por- 
tion of  that  building  as  would  do  for  the  purposes 
of  the  district  coort. 

Mr.  K.,  therefore,  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, viz: 

IU»olvedt  That  the  CommiUae  on  the  Judiciary  be  inatnict- 
•d  to  inqutre  into  the  ezpedieocj  of  maklDg  an  appropriation 
lorttaA  conatnictloQ  of  a  baUdiDg  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  for  the 
accommodatioB  of  the  diatrici  coart,  or  for  the  repair  of  the 
room  connected  with  the  ciistoni>houie,  heretofore  need  for  that 
purpoM. 

Mr.  BAGBY  remarked,  that,  from  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge,  the  statement  of  the  condition  of 
that  room  was  true* 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Hardin  county,  Kentucky;  and  Mr.  MILLER  pre- 
sented a  memorial  from  Warren  county.  New 
Jersey,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  adopted: 

IU»oi9ed,  That  the  Becretary  of  War  be  requested  to  send 
40  the  Senate  a  copy  of  General  Jaekaon's  letter  to  the  War 
Department,  dated  riaahiriHe,  Beptamberfi,  1816;  with  a  copy 
alao  of  the  paper  iranamiued  bjr  certain  officen,  Justifying  the 
declaration  of  martial  law,  and  his  other  acts  liavlng  for  their  ob- 
ject the  safety  and  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  on  leave,  introdoced  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  act  entitled  "An  act  passed  10th  March, 
1818,  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  State  of  Ohio,'*  approved  Jnne 
1st,  1842;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  becond 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Selden,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
State.5,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Q.  explained  that  the  bill,  for  which  the 
Committee  on  Claims  had  reported  an  en'ire  sub 
stitnte,  was  simply  a  bill  to  enable  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  to  pay  over  to  the  owners  of 
the  slaves  lost  on  board  the  Comet  and  Encomium 
the  indemnity  paid  by  the  British  Government  for 
said  slaves,  which  was  on  deposite  in  the  treasury. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to; 
and  there  being  no  proposition  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered, 
as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  following  resolution,  heretofore  introduced 
by  Mr.  Bxhtom,  was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

lUaolvedt  That  the  President  be  reqneeted  (so  far  as  it  may 
be  compatible  with  the  public  interest)  to  communicate  to  the 
8eoat«  copies  of  any  remonstrance  or  protest  addressed  by 
General  daas.  Envoy  Eztramnlinary  and  Minister  Plenlpoten* 
tiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  to  that  Got- 
emment,  against  the  ratification,  by  France,  of  the  quintuple 
tieaiy,  and  o/  all  correspondence  between  the  Govern' 
■Mois  of  the  United  States  and  France,  and  of  all  communica- 
Mpw  from  the  said  Geneial  Oaas  to  his  own  QoTemmeot,  and 
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from  this  Government  to  him,  relating  thereto,  and  relating  to 
the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  that,  since  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table  the  other  day,  at  his  instance, 
he  had  conferred  with  the  department  in  relation  to 
it;  and  he  understood  that  it  was  the  Secretary*^ 
opinion  that  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  em- 
braced in  an  antecedent  call  made  some  days  ago, 
at  the  instance  of  the  same  honorable  Senator.  If 
that  was  the  case — though  he  would  not  object  to 
the  resolution— he  thought  it  was  superfluous.  The 
papers  could  come  in  at  a  proper  time,  under  the 
former  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  thought  himself  that  the  papers 
called  for  were  included  in  the  other  resolution; 
but,  as  that  was  a  general  call,  and  a  very  exten- 
sive one,  the  answer  might  be  delayed  some  time. 
He  was  disposed  to  make  a  separate  call,  so  as  to 
get  these  papers  at  an  earlier  day  than  they  could 
be  had  under  the  former  resolution. 

AAer  a  few  farther  remarks  by  Mr.  ARCHER, 
'  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

RETRENCHMENT,  ECONOMY,  AND  GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 

The  resolutions  introduced  on  Tuesday  last  by 
Mr.  McDupFiB,  on  the  propriety  of  adopting 
measures  to  revive  commerce,  replenish  the  impov- 
erished exchequer,  and  to  arrest  the  accumulation 
of  public  debt,  by  reducing  thetariff  of  the  last  session 
to  a  revenue  standard,  and  by  practising  a  rigid 
system  of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  accounta* 
bility,  came  np  for  consideration. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  bald  that  those  resolutions  in- 
volved questions  of  paramount  importance;  having 
more  or  less  in  effect  the  state  of  the  Union  involv- 
ed, he  asked  that  they  might  be  postponed  till  Mon- 
day next,  at  which  time  he  would  respectfully  a^k 
the  Senate  to  take  them  up. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WATER-ROTTED  HEMP. 

At  Mr.  CRITTENDEN'S  request,  the  joint 
resolution  from  the  House,  providing  for  the  es* 
tablishment  of  two  agencies  for  the  inspection  and 
purchase  of  wate^rotted  hemp  in  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Missouri,  for  the  use  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,  was  resumed  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole;  and,  there  being  no  proposition  to 
amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  pending  question,  which  was  that  of  ordering 
the  resolution  to  be  read  a  third  time:  and  they  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE,  before  the  question  was  taken, 
begged  leave  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs  if  he  understood  him  correct- 
ly, as  having  stated  that  water-rotted  hemp  of  this 
country  was  to  cost  more  than  imported  bempi 

Mr.  BAYARD  answered  that,  when  the  subject 
was  under  consideration  brfjre,  he  had  referred  to 
memorials  from  hemp  growers,  and  found  by  them 
that  their  estimate  of  a  remunerating  price  was 
$380  per  ton,  or  |14  per  cwt.  But  this,  evidently, 
was  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  estimate  was  too  high.  The  im- 
ported hemp  wasgeneially  purchased  at  Boston,  at 
rates  varying  from  $175  to  $180  or  $300  per  ton.  By 
a  communication  from  the  city  of  New  York,  he  had 
learned  that  the  price  of  imported  hemp  there  was 
$335  for  the  best  quality  of  Rufsian  hemp.  He 
did  not  at  all  understand  the  resolution  as  hav- 
ing any  tendency  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the 
home  article  at  higher  prices  than  those  for  which 
the  foreign  article  of  equal  value  could  be  obtain- 
ed. This  was  not  its  object.  It  was  merely  to 
establish  agencies  in  the  States  mentioned,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  and  encouraging  the  prop- 
er preparation  of  hemp  suitable  to  the  purposes 
of  the  navy;  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  ena- 
ble the  home  grower  to  furnish  a  proper  article 
equal  to  the  foreign  article,  and,  in  all  probability 
cheaper. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
making  the  General  GK>vemment  the  nurse  of  par- 
ticular interests.  He  understood  the  proposition 
now  to  be,  that  an  agent  was  to  be  sent  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  another  to  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of 
instructing  farmers  in  the  better  management  of 
their  busineaa.    Besides  the  ezpenae  of  |>roviding 


these  instructors,  the  hemp  was  to  cost  something 
hke  30  per  cent,  more  than  foreign  hemp. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  (at  considerable  length)  en- 
deavored to  show  that  the  objections  urged  against 
the  measure  were  unfounded.  He  maintained  that 
tbe  effect  of  having  agents  in  JBLentucky  and  Ifia- 
souri,  competent  to  give  instructions  for  the  best 
mode  of  preparing  the  article  for  the  navy,  would 
be,  in  the  first  place,  to  enlarge  the  market,  aindpro' 
duce  competition  against  the  foreign  article;  next, 
to  insure  a  home  supply,  independent  of  foreign 
countries;  and,  finally,  to  induce  better  and  cheaper 
terms  for  the  Qtvernment.  At  present,  the  foreign 
article  has  a  monopoly  in  the  market,  because  our 
hemp,  which  is  fully  as  good,  is  not  aa  well  pre- 
pared. But  as  soon  as  our  farmers  arrive  at  some 
exact  and  efBcient  process,  they  will  be  able  to  fur- 
nish suitable  hemp  to  the  navy,  probably  much 
cheaper  than  the  price  now  paid  for  foreign  hemp. 
He  pointed  out  the  discouragement  to  our  farmers 
in  the  West,  of  having  to  send  their  hemp  for  in- 
spection to  Boston,  under  the  probability  of  its  be- 
ing rejected  for  some  imperfection  in  the  prepara- 
tion merely,  which,  if  properly  Instructed,  they  could 
avoid.  # 

Mr.  KINQ  did  not  see  how  it  was  expected 
that  agents  from  Kentucky  and  Missouri  (in  all 
probability,  like  the  agent  in  Boston,  mere  judges 
of  the  article  in  a  prepared  state,  suitable  for  lutval 
purposes)  could  be  more  competent  to  teach  farm- 
ers their  business,  than  the  farmers  themselves 
were  of  finding  ont  the  necessary  knowledge  to 
enable  them  to  water-rot  the  hemp,  so  as  to  pro- 
duce an  article  entitled  to  hold  competitioQ  with  the 
foreign  article.  He  understood  it  was  not  expect- 
ed that  the  Qovernment  was  to  be  at  the  expense 
of  forwarding  the  hemp,  when  selected,  to  the  naval 
stations  where  it  was  to  be  used.  So  far,  then,  the 
market  in  Kentucky  or  Missdttri,  it  was  supposed, 
would  be  the  same  as  in  Boston.  But  this  would  not 
be  the  case;  for  the  agent  there  would  be  subject  to 
influences  and  circumstances  which  would  neces- 
sarily lead  to  his  purchase  of  the  supply  i^uired 
for  the  navy,  whether  the  article  was  as  good  as 
the  foreign  article^  or  not;  and  whether  at  a  higher 
price,  or  not.  Tne  result  would  be,  that  the  navy, 
in  the  end,  would  have  to  pay  extraragant  prices 
for  the  worst  kind  of  material. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  did  not  intend  to  occupy 
ten  minutes  in  the  few  remarks  he  had  to  make. 
It  was  extraordinary  that  his  friend  from  Alabama 
did  not  see  that  his  argument  against  the  influence 
to  be  exercised  over  agents  was  as  applicable  to  an 
agency  at  Boston,  as  to  one  at  Kentucky  or  Mis- 
souri. If  an  agent  could  be  induced  to  make  se- 
lection of  inferior  hemp  at  extravagant  prices  in 
Kentucky,  why  could  he  not  be  induced  to  do  the 
same  thing  in  Boston?  Where  was  the  diflference 
between  the  atmosphere  of  influences  in  the  two 
places?  But  was  not  the  agency  in  the  market  in 
Kentucky  as  capable  of  being  controlled  effectually 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  that  of  Boston  had 
been? 

Mr.  C.  stated  in*  detail  the  inconveniences  un4er 
which  the  growers  of  hemp  at  present  labored  in 
Missouri  and  Kentucky,  and  the  advantages  whieh 
they  and  the  Government  would  derive  from  resi- 
dent agenu. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that,  if  it  could  be  point- 
ed out  that  the  Government  was  to  be  the  benefi- 
ciary of  this  measure,  he  would  be  as  favorable  lo 
it  as  any  of  its  supporters,  provided  it  was  upon 
general  principles,  and^onld,  as  'such,  be  carried 
out  for  the  benefit  of  the  (Government,  in  every- 
thing else  required  for  the  use  of  the  navy.  Bat 
if  it  was  to  be  merely  limited  and  specific  in  its 
application,  and  a  particular  interest  (and  that,  not 
the  interest  of  the  Government)  was  to  be  the  beuf 
ficiary,  he  could  not  give  his  assent  to  the  proposi- 
tion. If  the  principle  is  good,  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  the  great  gainer,  why  not  apply  it  lo 
timber  fcr  the  use  of  the  navy — to  iron,  to  bread, 
flour,  beef,  pork,  and  naval  supplies  of  every  kind? 
Why  not  send  agents  to  inspect  the  putting  up  of 
beef  and  pork,  the  manufacture  of  flour,  the  cut- 
ting down  of  timber,  and  the  smelting  of  iron,  to 
be  used  in  the  navy?  There  was  no  complaint  of 
the  present  mode  of  obtaining  these  things  by  pro- 
posali  and  contract.    Experience  bad  proved 
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to  be  the  Terj  best  mode  of  obmining  supplies. 
And  as  to  htTing  the  ageots  to  go  to  the  markets, 
instead  of  the  coflimodiiies  ooming  lo  the  places 
where  they  are  wanted,  it  was  an'idf  a  fonndtd  on 
want  of  oonaideraiion.  Things  forihe  naval  ser- 
vice moat  neeessarilj  ha?e  ilieir  market  on  the 
seaboard,  where  thef  are  alone  marketable.  If 
timber  is  sent  to  Iforfolk  for  the  navy,  and  re- 
jected, it  finds  a  market  for  the  commercial  ma* 
rinei  and  so  with  iren,  hemp,  and  other  articles. 

Mr.  BAOBY  obeenred  that  he  was  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  this  resolation,  in  any  shape  or 
form;  bnt  if  gentlemen  would  psis  it«  they  conld 
not  object  to  carrying  oot  their  own  avowed  ol^t, 
of  obtaining  as  g'ood  terms  for  the  Qovemment  as 
ccmld  be  had  by  the  purchase  of  foreign  .hemp. 
He  should,  therefore,  move  an  amenJmtnt  as  a 
proviso,  to  the  effect  that  the  hemp  purchased  by 
these  agents  shall  not  exceed  the  price  at  which 
foreign  hemp,  of  eqnal  quality,  can  be  bought 
Although  he  expected  this  amendment  would  be 
adopted,  and  he  should  vote  for  it,  yet,  with  or 
without  the  proviso^  he  should  vote  against  the 
resolution.  The  real  question  at  issue  was  not  as 
to  this  particular  case,  but  as  to  the  effect  of  such 
a  system  of  legislation.  Once  it  is  embarked  in, 
when  is  it  to  stopi  What,  too,  is  its  objecti  It 
must  be  one  of  two  things:  it  must  be  either  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Gk>vemment,  or  for  that  of  the 
farmers  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  If 'it  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Qovemment,  it  can  be  no  object 
to  them,  in  reference  to  the  particular  branch  of  the 
business  it  is  to  act  upon.  If  for  their  benefit,  and 
not  that  of  the  Government,  why  should  it  be  at- 
tempted at  all,  as  an  act  of  general  legislation) 
The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  might,  with  as 
much  propriety,  call  for  an  agency  to  be  estab- 
lished at  the  iron  mines,  lo  instruct  smelters  how  to 
prepare  iron  for  the  navy,  or  to  hring  the  market 
home  to  their  doors. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  dionght  his  honora- 
ble friend  from  Alabama  saw  terrible  consequences 
ftrieing  from  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  which 
existed  only  in  his  own  exuberant  fancy.  The  fa- 
ble of  the  woodman  and  the  forest  might  be  push- 
ed a  good  deal  too  far;  it  might  be  used  sgainst  the 
felling  of  a  single  tree,  for  the  purpose  of  makirg  a 
fire,  or  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  domestic  econ- 
omy. He  thought  it  was  so  in  this  case.  He  cer- 
tainly would  not  disturb  what  (according  to  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire)  were  the  well-set- 
tled principles  and  practice  of  procuring  materials 
for  the  navy.  Far  from  it.  If  there  were  peculiar 
cases,  however,  requiring  peculiar  exceptions,  he 
would  not  omit  acting  upon  these  casesi  because  in- 
genuity might  raise  an  argument  out  of  it,  that  it 
would  be  an  entering-wedge  for  the  purpose  of 
prostrating  the  system.  What  was  the  present  easel 
h.mightbe  stated  in  a  few  words.  He, himself 
hiid,  a  great  many  years  ago,  had  bis  attention 
turned  to  the  subject  of  water-rotting  hemp.  It  was 
introduced  among  the  farmeis  of  the  county  where 
he  resided;  and  it  was  the  specimen  first  produced 
in  that  county  which  impressed  the  Nayy  Board 
with  the  belief  that  American  water-rotted  hemp 
was  equal  to- the  foreign  article;  but  such  was  be- 
lieved to  be  the  unbealthiness  of  the  process  of  wa- 
ter-rotting, that  the  farmers  were  induced  to  aban- 
don it.  Of  late,  an  impulse  has  been  given  to  it  by 
a  gentleman  in  the  West,  who  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  efforts  he  has  made. 

What  did  the  bill  proposel  Anything  novell 
Anything  out  o'f  the  way?  Not  at  all.  It  pro- 
poiMd  simply  the  appointment  of  such  agents  in 
Missouri  and  Kentucky,  as  you  have  at  Boston, 
and  at  other  places,  for  the  purchase  of  water-rot- 
ted hemp  for  the  Government.  There  was  no  ques- 
tion of  tariff  in  this;  no  question  about  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  productions.  He  would 
▼ote  with  much  pleasure  for  the  proviso  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama.  He  agreed  that  we  should 
not  pay  more  for  the  article  than  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle would  cost.  But,  in  the  infancy  of  the  pro- 
dnetien  of  the  article,  our  farmers  were  liable  lo 
be  imposed  upon.  Why  not,  then,  send  an  agent 
near  the  place  where  the  article  was  produced,  if 
it  will  encourage  its  growth  in  this  country?  Was 
there  any  Senator  who  did  not  desire  that  we  should 
JiaTt  a  supply  of  neecssiry  articles  for  the  navy, 


if  it  CO  old  be  purchased  upon  as  cheap  terms  as 
the  foreign  article)  Unless  this  could  be  done,  it 
ought  noi  to  be  purchased  from  the  farmers  of  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky,  or  any  other  State.  It  was  a  very 
different  thing  from  the  purchase  of  beef,  pork, 
iron,  and  the  various  productions  ef  this  country, 
the  manafacture  of  which  was  well  understood.  It 
was  an  article  of  a  peculiar  character,  prepared  in 
a  peculiar  manner;  and  until  the  planters  of  the 
West  got  in  the  habit  of  producing  ti,  it  would  be 
highly  proper  to  afford  them  every  facility;  but  he 
would  not  extend  to  them  any  peculiar  advantages. 
If  they  produce  the  article  at  all,  they  should  pro- 
duce it  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  the  foreign  article 
cottM  be  obtained.  He  would  vote  most  cheer- 
fully in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BAYARD  had  but  one  word  to  say.  It  was 
merely  In  reference  to  this  subject  not  being  a  mat- 
ter of  recent  origin.  So  far  back  as  1811,  it  had 
been  made  a  subject  of  national  interest.  It  was 
revived  in  1834;  and  Mr.  Southard — then  Secretary 
of  the  Navy — made  a  report,  recommending  it 
strongly  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  Mr.  B. 
read  extracts  from  the  reports  on  these  occasions. 
He  also  read  a  great  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  (Mr.  Upshur,) 
showing  how  important  he  considered  the  present 
measure.  Mr.  B.  maintained  that  the  law,  as  it 
now  stands,  gives  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the 
option  of  making  his  purchases  either  in  the  open 
market  or  by  contract. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  was  necessary,  be- 
cause, although  the  general  principle  was  to  be 
that  of  receiving  proposals  and  making  contracts, 
cases  might  occur  in  which  a  contractor,  failing  to 
fulfill  his  engagement,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the 
open  market  for  immediate  supplies;  creases  might 
arise  of  proposals  not  being  received,  or  being  too 
high,  and  it  would  be  proper  to  resort  to  the  open 
maritet. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  he  only  meant  to  contend 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  law  opposed  to  the 
principle  involved  in  this  resolution,  of  sending 
agents  into  an  open  market  to  make  necessary  pur- 
chases for  the  navy. 

Mr.  BAG  BY  made  a  few  remarks,  not  distinctly 
heard  in  the  gallery,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Buchahaji.] 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  did  not  take  exception  to  the 
resolution  on  the  ground  that  any  agent  properly 
selected  by  the  Govemmeot  would  pay  more  for 
Kentucky  hemp  of  inferior  quality  than  the  price 
of  the  best  foreign  hemp;  but  his  argument  was, 
that  the  E^entucky  hemp-growefs  had  made  out 
their  own  case,  and,  by  their  own  showing,  had 
proved  that  they  could  not  afford  to  compete  with 
foreign  hemp  f  equal  quality,  without  a  premium 
of  50  per  cent  from  the  Government.  This  shows 
that  they  are  not  yet  prepared  for  the  competition; 
and  that  the  present  measure,  even  if  the  insupera- 
ble objections  to  it  did  not  exist,  was,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  premature. 

Mr.  BENTON  considered  the  disposition  recent- 
ly manifested  to  build  up  an  enormous  naval  es- 
tabltsbment  had  rendered  this  measure  indispens- 
able. A  navy,  costing  seven  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  out  of  a  Government  income  of  thirteen 
or  fourteen  million»--a  navy  establishment  for  the 
protection  of  com  merer,  which  yields  onl^  twice  as 
much  as  the  expenditure  for  that  protection— never 
could  bp  sustained,  unless  it  was  rendered  popular; 
and  to  become  popular,  it  must  be  an  American 
navy — built  of  American  materials,  supplied  with 
American  stores,  and  manned  with  American  sea- 
men—white American  seamen,  and  not  blacks. 
This  whs  the  reason  he  bad  voted  against  the  enlist- 
ment of  blacks  in  our  navy. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

The  question  then   came  up  on  ordering  the^ 
amendment  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  resolution  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

Some  conversational  discussion  occurred  on  the 
subject  of  the  expense  which  tbe  resolution  would 
involve;  Mr.  SEVIER  inquiring  whether  the  agen- 
cies  were  to  be  establishments,  or  merely  two  in- 
dividual agents;  and  Mr.  KING  inquiring  what 
the  total  expense  per  annum  would  be.  Mr.  BAY- 
ARD acknowledging  that  the  eonunittce  had  no  es- 


timates, and  stating  that  no  appointment  of  agenia 
could  be  made  till  an  appropriation  should  be 

?a8sed  on  estimates  furnished;  and  Mr.  CRIT« 
*ENDEN  slating  that  estimate  from  the  depart- 
jment  had  already  been  foHnshed  to  the  other 
House,  showing  that  the  whole  cost  would  not  ex- 
ceed |6,000.  The  question  was  allowed  to  bo 
taken  without  farther  debate,  and  the  amendment 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  resolution 
read  a  third  time— yeas  37,  nays  17,  an  follows: 
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YEA&— Metan.  Archnr,  Barrow,  ^xm,  Btyard,  Ban- 
ton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Crafta,  Crltteadeo.  Dayto^  Evauk, 
Rnotington,  unn,  McRoberta,  Maiupim,  Miller,  Morehead, 
PiMipa,  Portori  Simmona,  SmIUi  of  lodiaNa^  Sprsgiie,  Tall- 
madse,  White,  Woodbridge.  and  Young--27. 

NATS^MeaRB.  Allen,  Bagby,  Galhoao,  Fulton,  Handeraon, 
King,  McDuffie,  Rivea,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticat,  Star* 
gw>n,  Tappao,  Wallcer,  Wilcox,  WIUianM>  Woodbury,  and 

At  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  day's  proceeding?^ 
the  resolution  came  up  with  the  amendment  en- 
grossed, and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  prenous  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Sehate  took  up, 
as  in  committee  of  ue  whole,  tbe  bill  making  ap- 
ropriation  for  the  payment  ef  pensions  for  the 
alt  calendar  year  commencing  on  the  let  of  Jan- 
uary, 1843,  and  ending  30ih  June,  1643;  and  for 
the  fiscal  year  commencing  en  tbe  Ut  July,  1843, 
and  ending  on  tbe  30th  June,  1844;  aod  there  be- 
ing no  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KINQ  inquired  what  was  the  amount  in- 
Tolved  in  the  bilL 

Mr.  EVANS  replied,  about  ^40,000  for  the 
eighteen  months-- not  much  more  than  half  the 
amount  for  the  year  as  was  appropriated  last  year. 

The  bill  was  then,  according  to  order,  read  the 
third^ime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval 
serriee  for  the  years  1843  and  1844,  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Tbe  following  bills  were  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed,  Tiz: 

House  bill  entitled  <«An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
representatives  of  Alexander  Macomb,  Robert  Jen- 
nings, and  the  heirs  and  legal  reprf  sentatstives  ef 
James  Roddy,  deceased,  sureties  of  Samuel  Champ- 
lin,  late  a  paymaster  in  the  army  of  the  Uoited 
States." 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private 
expresses  upon  mail  rontes,  and  for  tbe  prevention 
of  frauds  on  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  Um.  laid  before  tbe  Sen- 
ale  a  eommnnication  firom  the  Treasury  Depart- 
meat,  transmitting  a  report,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  37(h  August  last,  of 
the  facts  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  a  light-house 
at  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi,  which 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  was  leferred  to  the 
Judiciarv  Ck>mmittee. 

Mn  EVANS  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to- 
morrow, ask  tho  Senate  to  take  up  and  consider 
the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  there  were  one  or  two  bills 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs* 
whidi  he  asked  tbe  Senate  to  take  up  for  consider- 
tion.  One  was  a  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session,  for  augmenting  the  marine  corps; 
and  the  other  for  tbe  reorganization  of  the  Navy 
Department. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  did  the  Senator  tiom. 
Delaware  think  it  was  possible  that  they   could 
wiihin  the  remaining  three  weeks  of  tbe  session, 
pass  bills  for  reorganiziog  the  navy  and  marine 
corpsi    He  hoped  they  would  not  be  taken  op. 

Mr.  BAYARD  did  not  know  what  the  Senator 
meant  by  the  reorganization  of  the  navy.  The  bill 
was  merely  to  amend  the  bill  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion to  reorganize  the  Navy  Ciepartment,  by  estab- 
tishing  the  bureau  system.  The  bill  concerning  the 
augmentation  of  the  marine  corps  was  passed  in 
the  very  form  in  which  the  bill  was  reported  at 
this  session,  after  a  long  discussion.  He  hoped 
they  would  be  taken  up. 

The  question  was  put  on  taking  them  up,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— «yes  15,  noes  16. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  the  bills  were 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday  next. 

The  Inll  fiom  the  Howe  for  the  relief  of  Orriii 
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Prentiss,  of  Stoningion,  Gt,  owner  of  the  schooner 
Lilly,  and  the  crew  of  said  vessel,  was  taken  up, 
as  in  commiltee  of  the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Comgierce,  and  rejected. 

Honse  bill  568,  for  tlyi  relief  of  John  (herald 
Ford,  was  taken  np,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance; 
and,  without  being  considered,  was,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  %id  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Honse  bill  entitled  <«An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Isaac  Champlin**  was  taken  np,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

Honse  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Casper  W.  Weaver*'  was  taken  np  as  in  com* 
mittee  of  the  whole;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Messrs.  KINQ,  GRAHAM,  BAYABO,  and 
CLAYTON,  in  favor  of  its  passage,  and  Mr. 
WRIQHT  against  its  passage,  it  was  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  yrdered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjonmed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRBSENTATIVBS. 

TnirasDAT,  February  9, 1843. 

Mr.  H8NRY  DODGE,  on  leave,  submitted  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  considered  and 
adopted: 

Reaotttd^  That  the  Secreterj  of  War  be  directed  to  report  to 
the  Hoqm:  let.  the  number  of  superiateiuleote,  affenca,  clerkai 
■urveyora,  and  other  amiataota  now  in  the  employment  af  the 
GoTemment,  at  the  agency  of  the  lead-mioea  on  the  Upper 
Miaaiaalppi;  the  salary  and  compenaatlon  paid  to  each,  and  the 
fundont  of  which  the  aaxneiapaid.  tcwetber  with  theamooot 
of  all  the  contingent  expenaea  ariaing  from  aaid  employment. 
2d.  That  he  repoit  the  amount  of  renta  which  haa  been  collect- 
«d  on  leaaea  granted  since  the  eatablishment  of  the  present 
agency  at  Galena,  in  1811;  and  whether  iheae  renUi  have  hpen 
collected  In  cash  or  lea^. 

Mr.  PLUMER  presented  a  commnnication, 
signed  by  13  major  and  brigadier  generals  of  the 
Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  that  the  franking 
privilege  be  extended  to  major  and  brigadier 
generals  in  their  correspondence  with  theSecre* 
ury  of  the  Commonwealth  and  officers  of  divis- 
ions and  brigades  when  writing  on  military  snb- 
jects:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  J.  HASTINGS  presented  a  memorial, 
signed  by  58  farmers  of  Colambiana  conoty,  Ohio, 
asking  Congress  for  an  equalization  of  the  tariff, 
and  in  jast  reference  to  their  staples  of  wool  and 
hides; 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  same  tenor,  signed  by  49 
farmers  of  the  same  coanty;  both  of  which  were 
appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  wonld  proceed  in 
order,  in  calling  npon  the  committees  of  the  House 
.  for  reports. 

•  OCCUPATION  OP  OREGON. 
Mr.  REYNOLDS,  from  the  select  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  adopt 
measures  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  extending  certain 
portions  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  over  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposes:  read  twice,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DISBURSING  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  bring  into  the  treas- 
ury moneys  received  by  certain  public  officers  be- 
fore they  can  be  disbursed,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

COAST  SURVEY. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Coast  Survey 
whether  the  Honse  might  expect  a  report  from 
them  this  session? 

Mr.  MALLORY  replied  that  the  committee  still 
had  the  subject  under  consideration.  They  met 
from  day  to  day,  and  probably  wonld  make  a  re- 
port next  week. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  observed  that  that  wonld  be 
loo  late  for  the  purposes  of  the  Committee  of  Wajs 
and  Means. 

Mr.  WISE  b^^ed  hia  eolleagae  to  inform  the 


chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
that  he  need  not  delay  any  appropriation  he  con- 
templated on  accoaat  of  the  report. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  that  he  wished  to  add  that 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  had  been  de- 
layed, and  its  purposes  somewhat  changed,  from 
the  insnlts  they  had  been  constantly  receiving  from 
the  superintendent  of  the  coast  survey.  They  had 
received  some  very  insulting  letters  from  Mr. 
Hasslfr. 

Mr.  WISE  observed  that  he  did  not  know  wheth* 
er  a  report  might  be  expected  at  all.  There  was 
great  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  members  as 
to  what  their  report  should  be;  and  he  thought  it 
too  late  in  the  session  for  them,  with  their  conflict- 
ing opinions,  to  come  to  any  agreement. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  (one  of  the  members  of  the  Se- 
lect Committee)  asked  leave  to  make  a  report,  con- 
taining his  views  on  one  branch  of  a  subject  that 
had  bMn  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  WARREN  asked  if  it  was  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  said  that  it  was  a  report  con- 
taining his  own  particular  views;  but  ^at  he  was 
authorized  to  present  it  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  WARREN  objected  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  MALI,X)RY  said  that  this  report -presented 
the  gentleman^  views  on  a  particular  subject  that 
had  been  reported  on  by  the  committee,  and  he 
could  see  no  impropriety  in  receiving  it.  It  was 
impossible  to  say  what  report  the  committee  would 
agree  on. 

Mr.  WISE  begged  leave  to  add,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  not  begun  te  investigate  this  snbjeet  yet; 
and  it  was  teo  late  in  the  session  to  expect  a  re- 
port. 

Mr.  BARNARD  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
report,  as  it  did  not  come  from  the  majority. 

Mr.  WISEsaid  that  it  waea  very  extraordinary 
case  that  one  member  out  of  five  of  a  committee 
should  make  a  report  presenting  his  own  peculiar 
views,  and  that  four  others  of  them  should  author- 
ize him  to  present  it  to  the  House,  though  they  did 
not  concur  in  it.  If  this  report  was  on  the  subject 
of  weights  and  measures,  he  wonld  inform  the 
House  that  the  committee  had  taken  no  action  on 
it,  except  to  delegate  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  the  office  of  collecting  facts,  which  they  were 
to  act  on.  The  committee  had  taken  no  vote  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  HOPK!INS  observed  that  there  was,  ac- 
cording to  his  understanding,  nothing  nnosual-— 
nothing  but  what  was  consistent  with  the  universal 
practice  of  the  Hoqse — in  receiving  this  report  as 
the  sentiments  of  an  individual  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  majority  of  the  committee  had  re- 
ported on  one  branch  of  the  subject  committed  to 
them;  and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  universal  custom  of  the  House, 
asked  leave  to  present  a  minority  report  contain- 
ing his  views.  The  gentleman  had  a  right  to  do 
this,  and  such  a  privilege  was  never  denied  to  a 
minority  of  a  committee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  observed  that  a 
custom  had  grown  np  in  the  House,  and  was  of 
late  year8,4allowiog  minorities  of  committees  to 
make  repoits.  According  to  parliamentary  law, 
and  the  former  nsage  of  the  House,  minority  re- 
ports were  not  known  at  all.  Nothing  could  come 
from  the  committee,  in  the  form  of  a  report,  but 
what  wa.<«  agreed  on  by  a  majority  of  \Xs  members. 
He  alluded  to  another  practice  which  had  grown 
np — and  this  was  the  conrtesy  of  committees,  which 
allowed  single  members  to  draw  up  reports  and 
present  them  to  the  House,  in  the  name  of  the  ma- 
jority, though  every  member  of  the  majority  had 
not  concurred  in  them.  A  case  of  this  kind  had 
jnst  struck  his  notice.  It  was  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  en  the  subject  of 
inning  two  hundred  millions  of  Government  stocks 
to  be  distributed  among  the  States.  This  report 
professed  to  come  from  the  majority,  and  he  should 
like  to  know  if  every  member  of  the  majority  con- 
curred in  ir. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL  said  that  the 
report  was  drawn  up  under  instructions  from  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  and  concurred  in  by  them 
when  it  was  read  to  them.  He  called  on  the  chair- 
man to  say  wlietherit  had  his  sanettoa. 


Mr.  FILLMORE  had  no  hesitatien  in  saying 
that,  in  reference  to  the  report,  it  had  his  nnqual^ 
fied  approbation. 

Mr.  JOS.  R.  lf?GERSOLL  next  called  on  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mason]  to  say  whether 
he  did  not  concur  in  the  report;  but  it  was  ascei^ 
tained  that  the  gentleman  was  not  in  his  seat 
Mr.  I.  begged  leave  to  ask  the  chairman,  if  the 
person  who  drew  np  the  report  did  not  act  under 
instructions  from  the  majority  of  the  committee; 
and  whether  that  report  did  not  receive  the  appro- 
bation of  every  member  of  the  committee,  when 
it  was  read  to  them? 

Mr.  EVERETT  made  some  remark,  which  was 
inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  replied  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  did  not  understand  iL 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose;  but 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  riionld  proceed. 
The  gentleman  [Mr.  J.  R.  In«bbsoll]  had  brought 
two  gentlemen  to  confession. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  wished  to 
say  a  word. 

Mr.  EVERETT  objected  to  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said  he  introdneed  diis 
subject  to  illustrate  the  nmin  princi^  with  which 
he  had  started— the  introduction  of  reports  by  the 
courtesy  of  committees,  which  had  grown  into  an 
abuse  in  this  House.  The  proof  of  that  fact  was 
contained  in  the  document  alluded  to.  He  found 
a  minority  report,  signed  by  several  members  of 
a  conunittee;  he  also  found  a  report,  in  which  an 
individual  was  speaking  for  a  majority;  bat  he 
was  told  by  several  members  of  that  comnritlee 
that  they  had  not  signed  that  majority  report,  nor 
had  they  assented  to,  or  dissented  from,  its  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  if  that  debate  was  in 
order,  he  should  ask  who  those  meml)ers  were  fliat 
had  made  such  a  statemeuL 

The  SPEAKER  was  nnderstood  to  say  that  the 
debate  was  in  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  that  the  statement 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  an  im- 
putation on  the  members  of  the  oomiaittee;  and,  if 
this  debate  was  to  be  pursued,  it  was  right  that 
the  House  shoukl  know  who  those  members  were. 
He  (Mr.  Fillmobs)  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  was .  present  at  its  deliberations;  and 
he  only  knew  of  one  gentleman  who  expressed  any 
doubt,  and  that  was  the  gentleman  f^ona  Indiana, 
[Mr.  WiLiacn.]  But  that  gentleman  afierwarAs 
assented  to  the  report. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said,  if  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  would  interrogate  the  member 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mabsball]  and'  the  member 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Simson  Mason,]  they  wonld  spet3£ 
for  themselves. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  would  say  of  the  member 
from  Kentucky,  that  he  was  not  present  at  the 
.meeting  of  the  committee;  and  the  genf  eman  from 
Ohio  was  not  now  in  bis  seat  in  the  Honse. 

Mr.  J.  E.  INGERSOLL  would  inquire  if  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  had  not  been  interrogated, 
and  if  he  had  not  fully  sanctioned  the'  views  and 
doctrines  of  the  report  which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  FILLMORE^  reply  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  understood  to  state  the  prac^ 
tice  of  committees  to  be,  that  they  allowed  reports 
to  be  made  by  individual  members,  by  conrtesy; 
and  that  such  reports  were  not  binding  on  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  who  were  at  liberty  in  the 
House  either  to  odpose  or  to  support  them. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  assured  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  this  report  was  a  special 
exception  from  that  practice.  That  repon  was 
prepared  by  an  individual  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, but  it  was  afterwards  carefully  read  in  the 
presence  of  every  member  of  that  committee,  with 
one  exception;  and  it  was  distinctly  approvcNJ.  It 
afterwards  remained  in  the  hands  of  members  of  the 
committee,  other  than  the  member  who  prepared  it, 
for^everal  days;  and  ft  was  returned  with  (as  he 
supposed)  the  unanimous  assent  and  approbation  of 
the  committee,  with  the  exception  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mabshali.,]  who  was  not 
present  during  any  of  the  discussions  on  that  sn^ 
ject,  and  whose  indisposition  hM  kept  him  mneh 
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from  bis  seat  in  te  Home ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  9onth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Piokbms,]  who  ezpress- 
pA  eojne  doabts.  Bat  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  M.ASOII]  had  expieased  his  most  nn^alified 
approbation  of  the  report,  as  it  was  drawn  and 
presented. 

Mr.  PICKENS  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  the  resolntion  accompanying 
the  report  was  originally  drawn  in  a  different 
abape  from  that  in  which  it  was  presented. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  was  glad  the  gentle* 
man  firom  Sonth  Carolina  had  reminded  him  of 
that  fact.  He  originally  drew  the  resolution;  and 
at  the  time  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
dissented  in  committee,  it  stood  simply  as  a  reso- 
lation  to  dochaige^he  committee  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject;  but,  as  several  mem- 
pers  desired  it,  he  modified  the  resolution,  and  it 
was  put  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  presented  to 
the  House.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  he 
(Mr.  J.  R,  Imoibsoll)  must,  therefore,  consider  as 
having  made  an  attack  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  on  iis  members  individu- 
ally, to  whom,  he  begged  to  assure  him,  the  re- 
poh  was  carefully  read. 

Mi.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  was  glad  to  hear  that 
explanation  from  the  members  of  that  committee. 
His  purpose  was  not  to  arraign  that  committee; 
hat  to  show  the  importance  of  attaching  the  signa* 
tores  of  members  of  committees  to  the  reports  made 
to  that  House,  and  the  necessity  of  caution  in  ex- 
tending the  courtesy  to  an  individual  to  make  a  report 
for  an  entire  committee.  Uehad  nothing  to  say 
in  relation  to  the  adqption  of  the  report;  he  would 
simply  say,  tliat  this  case  proved  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  correct  a  public  error.  That  public  error 
was,  that  the  reports  made  to  this  House  were  the 
reports  of  committees,  and  not  of  individual  mem- 
bers of  committees.  To  this  be  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  this  House  and  of  this  country,  and  to 
eater  his  protest  against  that  practice  by  which 
pabUc  opinion  was  so  essentially  influenced,  and, 
as  had  been  shown,  by  single  individuals  to  whom 
the  powers  of  committees  were  conceded  by  cour- 
tesj.  In  this  way,  falsepuUic  opinioti  was  created 
onsabjeets  brought  before  Congress  for  its  action. 
He  protested  against  such  a  practice,  and  insisted 
that  reports  should  come  to  that  House  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  majority  of  a  committee.  

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  EVERETT,  Mr. 
A YCRIGQ,  and  Mr.  WISE, 

Mr.  AYCRIQG  called  ihe  attention  of  the  House 
CO  the  fact,  that  the  report  which  had  elicited  this 
debate  was  made  by  him  as  an  individual  membetr 
of  a  committee,  and  it  did  not  purport  to  be  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  previous  question; 
whichy  after  some  observations  jrom  Messrs.  EV- 
ERETT, BARNARD,  and  the  SPEAKER,  was 
seconded;  the  maio  question  was  ordered  to  bs  put, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Bflr.  TOIILINSON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  legal 
representatives  of  Captain  William  Small W(M>d 
Tiller;  and  it  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  WARREN,  from  the*  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report,  and  then  offered 
a  resolution  to  auihoriz?  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  this  question  had 
been  voted  upon,,  and  vofed  down  repeatedly  by  the 
yeas  and  nays;  he  would  therefore  move  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  Uie  table. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table — 68  Totes 
ia  the  affirmative,  and  63  in  tbe  negative. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  CRAWFORD  (the  recently  elected  Repre- 
senutive  firom  Georgia,  to  supply.the  vacancy  oc* 
casioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  HiBBSsniM)  rose, 
and  was  understood  to  make  an  inquiry  from  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  On.  Baowii,] 
on  a  subject  of  a  personal  nature.  Tbe  honorable 
gentleman  spoke  very  inaudibly,  but  he  was  un- 
derstood to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsytvinia* 
if,  by  his  remarks  of  yesterday,  be  had  intended 
to  cast  an  imputation  on  him,  (Mr.  C.,)  or  to  in- 
sianate  that  means  were  resorted  to,  in  his  election, 
which  were  not  proper,  legal,  or  honest.  The  re- 
laajksof  theieatltmaA  from  PsnnsyUraaii^  were 


I  to  the  effect  that  he  had  heard,  when,  at  the  last 
election  for  members  to  the  next  Congress  in  Geor- 
gia, the  entire  Whig  delegation  was  defeated,  that 
their  defeat  was  caused  by  General  Apathy;  but 
now  that  they  had  been  able  to  get  one  crumb  of 
comtort,  by  the  election  of  one  member  for  the 
tail  of  the  session,  they  hailed  it  as  a  great  tri- 
umph, and  a  glorious  victory.  But  might  not  that 
result,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ioquired, 
have  been  caused  by  General  Apathy  also?  He  [Mr. 
B]  farther  said,  he  would  ask  any  gentleman  from 
Georgia  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  say  that  the  result 
of  that  election  was  caused  by  a  single  measure  of 
this  session.  Was  that  gentleman  [Mr.  Cbawfoed] 
elected  to  make  a  national  bank?  Was  he  elected 
to  perpetuate  the  high  tariff?  He  [Mr.  Bbown] 
had  not  seen  that  gentleman^s  votes  yet,  bat  be 
would  vote  differently  from  tbe  Whigs  of  his  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  if  he  voted  for  these  measures. 
He  again  was  understood  to  call  upon  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  to  say  whether  he  had 
intended  to  cast  any  personal  reflection  by  these 
remarks. 

.Mr.  C«  BROWN  said  he  would  answer  the 
question  of  the  gentleman.  He  did  not,  by  expres- 
sion or  by  implication,  impute  that,  by  any  contri- 
vance either  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  or  of 
the  constituents  of  that  gentleman,  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Habosham  had  been 
supplied.  He  only  incidentally  remarked,  as  the 
gentleman's  election  bad  been  mentioned,  that  it 
was  called  a  glorious  victory  and  a  great  triumph, 
when  it  was  nothing  else  than  the  election  of  a 
member  to  fill  a  vacancy  for  the  tail  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. He  knew  nothing  that  could  justify  him  in 
imputing  anything  wrong  to  the  gentlenutn  from 
Georgia;  on  the  contrary,  he  ha4  always  under- 
stood that  he  was  a  high-minded,  honorable  man; 
and  those  who  voted  for  him  did  so,  doubtless,  with 
the  purest  principles.  If  the  gentleman  wished 
him  to  explain  further,  he  would  do  so.  [Cries  of 
'*that^  enough."] 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  had  not  heard  the  gentleman 
Arom  Pennsylvania  very  distinctly,  but  he  under- 
stood that  the  gentleman  had  said  that  he  was 
elected  as  the  tail  end  of  a  member. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  said  his  words  were,  that  the 
gentleman  was  elected  for  the  tail  end  of  a  ses- 
sion. 

He  farther  added,  that  he  was  surprised  that 
the  gentleman  should  suppose  that  there  was  any- 
thing disrespectful  meant  by  the  remarks  to  which 
his  attention  had  been  oalled;  and  he  thought  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  was  the  only  i>;entleman 
in  this  House  who  would  so  interpret  them.  He, 
however,  begged  to  assure  the  gentleman  that  no 
imputation  was  meant  on  his  part. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  was  understood  to  say,  ihat 
as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  bad  disclaim- 
ed any  dtsrespectfnl  imputation,  he  had  nothing 
more  to  say. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  would,  however,  be  pleased  if 
the  gf ntleman  from  Georgia  would  ref^pond  to  the 
questions  which  he  yesterday  submitted,  as  It  was 
important  that  the  House  should  know  whether  he 
was  elected  in  consequence  of  any  measures  of  this 
session,  or  to  sustain  those  Whig  principles  which 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Whitb]  had  laid 
down — [laughter] — ^namely,  a  national  bank,  a 
tariff,  and  distribution. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  did  not  respond,  and  here 
the  conversation  terminated. 

At  this  stage  of  the  day  ^  proceedirgs,  a  message 
was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  Assuar  DiCKtNS, 
esq  ,  their  Secretary,  accompanied  by  the  sword  of 
Washington  and  the  staff  of  Franklin, -in  charge 
of  their  l^rgeant-at-arms,  stating  that  the'Senate  had 
unanimously  adopted  the  joint  resolution  pre- 
senting the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Samuel  T.  Wash- 
ington for  the  said  mebnorials. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNBDY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bitl  to  continue  in  force 
an  act  therein  named,  relating  to  the  port  of  Balti- 
more. Mr.  K.  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would 
be  now  acted  on. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
SMITH  of  Virginia,  KBffNBDY,  and  CAVB 
JOHNSON,  the  bill,  having  been  read  twice,  and 


ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was  put  upon  its  third 
reading,  and  passed. 

Mr.  THOMAS  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce^  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
duce the  salary  of  the  ttarveyor  oC  the  port  of 
Camden,  N.  J.  The  bill  was  read  three  several 
times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  S.  J.  ANDREWS,  fcgm  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  extend  the  collection  district  of 
Wiscasset.'*  '' 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  hoped  that  this  bill  would 
now  be  taken  up  and  passed.  No  objection  hav- 
ing been  made,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pused.  • 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  move  that  bill 
numbered  334  be  taken  up  and  acted  on.  Ob- 
jection was  made,  and  tbe  bill  was  not  taken  up. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  morning 
hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  rose  to  offer  a  resolution 
connected  with  the  interesting  ceremony  which 
took  place  the  day  before  yesterday,  (presentation 
of  the  sword,  Ac.)  He  was  about  to  submit  his 
resolution,  when 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  rose,  and  suggested 
that,  by  general  consent,  the  call  on  the  committees 
for  reports  should  be  continued. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  pursue  that 
course,  if  no  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  MORROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  certain  persons 
to  change  the  location  of  lands  they  are  entitled  to 
by  treaty  stipulations:  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
remain  on  the  Speaker^  table  for  action. 
.  Mr.*  HOPKINS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Pon  Roads,  reported  a  joint  re^ 
olution  for  the  relief  of  certain  contractors  for 
carrying  the  United  States  maik  read  twice,  and 
reported  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  L.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walker,  Caruthers,  &  Co.: 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  Senate  bill  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Richard  Henry  Wilde." 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  bill  would  be  now  taken  up 
and  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  objected.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  allowed  to  take  its  course. 

Mr.  BARNARD  thereupon  moved  that  the  bill 
'  be  printed,  and  that  it  lie  on  tbe  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Pepper  and  others:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  WATTERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  certain  claimants  under  the  Cherokee 
treaty  of  163S-6:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HARRIS  asked  leave  to  report  a  bill  to  re- 
peal and  modify  tbe  duties  on  salt. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  objected. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revoloiionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Peck,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Esther  Sawyer:  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  GORDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the 
«ct  of  Si  May,  1830,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  tbe 
act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution:* "  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  G.  also  made  an  adverse  report. 

Adverse  reports  were  made  from  different  com- 
mittees, by  Messrs.  MORRIS,  BAKER,  and 
STATTON. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  PROM   THE  PATENT 

OFFICE. 

Mr.  R.  MeCLELLAN  called  up  the  motion, 
hitherto  submitted  by  him,  to  print  5,000  extra  co- 
pies of  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  opposed  the  motion. 
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The  docnment  was  too  volaminoos,  and  the  matter 
which  it  contained  was  .eztra-officiil  and  out  of 
the  sphere  of  this  ikveinmeoir  The  printing  of 
the  docnment  woald  invoke  a  heavy  expense,  and 
for  an  object  entirely  unofficial. 

Mr.  BRIGka^S  advocated '  the  printing;  and 
moved  that  th«  number  of*  copies  be  increased  to 
10,000. 

Mr.  McCLBLLAN  accepted  the  amendment. 
He  contended  that  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents  was  no  more  than  what  he  was  required 
by  law  to  make.  He  sent  to  the  Clerk  a  synopsis 
of  the  contents  of  the  report;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded  by, the  Hoose,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  bat  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  qaesiion  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
print  10,000  instead  of  ^,000  extra  copies,  and  car- 
ried. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  motion,  as  amend- 
ed, to  print  10,000  extra  copies — 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  but  the  House  did  not  sustain  the  call, 
but  decided  the  question  in  the  affirmative  without 
a  division. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  sever- 
ally read  and  referred  to  appropriate  committees: 

The  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  repaving 
and  repairing  of  certain  portions  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue. 

The  bill  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations.  . 

OREQON  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  for  extending  certain  portions  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  (he  same,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up. 

On  the  question  of  referring  this  bill,  Mr.  PEN- 
DLETON moved  the  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs; 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
and 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  two  first  motions  were  rejected,  and  the  last 
adopted,  referring  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  change  the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  District  of  Connecticut,  was  also  read  twice, 
and  referred. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  Chair 
announced  that  this  day  was  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  business  in  relation  to  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  (he  Whole,  (Mr. 
Ward  of  New  York  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  SUMMERS  called  up  the  bill  to  require 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  hereafter  to  reside  in  Alexandria;  and 
the  bill  being  amended,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
HOPKINS,  so  as  to  make  the  residence  in  Alexan. 
dria  county,  instead  of  within  the  limits  of  the  town, 
was  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  commit- 
tee next  look  up  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  orphan 
asylum  and  free  school  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  moved  to  amend  it,  by  stri- 
king  out  the  word  "forever,"  and  inserting  "twenty 
years,"  for  the  duration  of  the  charter;  and  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  SMITH,  POWELL, 
ROOSEVELT,  and  UNDERWOOD,  the  motion 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Howard 
Institution;  which  was  agreed  to.  He  then  ex- 
plained that  it  was  proposed  by  this  bill  to  sell  cer* 
tain  lots  of  land  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  raia- 


ing  $5,000,  with  which  to  enable  that  institoiion  to 
build  a  house  for  its  u^e,  as  it  must  vacate  the 
small  building  which  it  now  occupied. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  opposed  the  bill,  andjirKed 
that  Congre<«  had  no  more  right  to  give  money,  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  ihaa  it  had  to  give  it  to 
any  other  city  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  replied,  and  gave  his 
support  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  moved  that  the  bill 
be  laid  aside,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  re* 
jected.  He  replied  to  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  [Mr.W.  Cost  Johnson]  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  surrender  all  the  lots 
acquired  from  the  State  of  Maryland  to  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  explained.  He  had  oiily 
spoken  in  favor  of  surrendering  |5,000  worth  of 
lots. 

Mr.  SMITH  appealed  to  the  committee  to  say 
whether  the  scope  of  the  gentleman's  argument  was 
not  such  as  he  had  stated.  He  then  entered  into 
an  argument  against  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it 
proposed  that  Congress  should  take  the  paupers  of 
the  District  upon  iheir  hands,  and  support  them. 
It  was  the  duty  of  every  community  to  maintain  its 
own  paupers.  Why  should  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  be  excepted  from  the  general 
rulel  Why  should  Congress  undertake  to  support 
the  paupers  of  a  community,  who  were  daily  in  the 
receipt  of  favors  from  the  Govemmenti  As  well 
might  Congress  undertake  to  support  the  paupers 
of  the  States. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  advocated  the  bill, 
and  replied  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Smith.] 

[A  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of 
Robert  Tyler,  esq.,  his  private  secretary.] 

Mr.  GRANGER  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Smft^,]  and  more  particularly  to  the 
doctrine  that  each  community  should  support  its 
own  poor.  He  al;o  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Rxtnolds,]  who  had  opposed  the 
giving  so  much  money  to  the  District,  whilst  so 
little  was  appropriated  for  improvement  in  the  West- 
ern Slates. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
REYNOLDS,  SMITH  of  Virginia,  POPE,  and 
GORDON;  after  which. 

The  quevtion  was  taken  en  striking  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  it  was  negatived— 
34  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  87  in  the  negative. 
The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
HouEe. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  next  called  up  a  bill  to 
provide  for  an  insane  asylum  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  explained  the  objects  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  opposed  the  bill,  and 
maintained  that  it  would  incur  a  vast  expense  an- 
nually upon  the  treasury.  He  was  opposed  to  ap- 
propriations of  this  kind  at  a  time  when  there  was 
no  money  in  the  treasury  to  pay  the  ordinary  de- 
mands upon  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  replied;  and  Mr.  JOHN- 
SON rejoined. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  advocated  the  bill,  and  maintained 
that  its  passage  was  called  for  by  every  principle 
of  humanity. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  opposed  the  bill,  and  con- 
tended  that  the  revenues t>f  the  country  were  such 
as  not  to  justify  an  expenditure  of  this  kind.  He 
stated  that  he  had  information,  on  which  he  could 
rely,  that  the  revenues  were  now  not  more  than 
19,000,000  per  annum.  He  felt  it  to  be  an  impo* 
lious  doty  to  oppose  every  appropriation  not  abso* 
lulely  called  for  by  the  necessities  of  the  conntrv. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Messrs.  PROF- 
FIT,  CAVE  JOHNSON,  MALLORY,  and  FILL- 
MORE, 

On  motion  of  Mr?  SMITH,  the  committee  rose; 
and,  after  the  reception  and  reference  of  several 
Executive  communications, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
FaiDAT,  February  10,  1843. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  a  menorial  [torn 
W.  R.  Bartlett,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  accompa- 
nied by  a  printed  pamphlet— being  a  treatise  on  ihs 
causes  of  diseases  in  horses  and  cattle,  and  fruit,  and 
the  remedy.  The  meiasrialist  prays  Ooagres 
to  pass  a  joint  resolution  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  its  publication  and  distribution  to  the  famen 
of  the  country:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
eighty  petsons,  who  subscribe  themselves  as  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  residents  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, asking  Congress  to  authorize  the  issue  of 
$300,000,000  of  Govemmeni  stock,  based  on  the 
public  lands,  to  be  distributed  to  the  Slates  in  a 
representative  ratio,  for  the  purpose  of  afford-^ 
ing  a  sufficient  and  necessary  currency:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memoiial 
from  inhabitants  of  Grand  Valley,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  asking  for  an  apprepriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  aharberin  the  mouth  of  Grand  river,  on 
Lake  Michigan:  referred  to  the  CoBBmitteeon 
Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  one 
hundred  and  forty-seven  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Oakland,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  praymg 
for  the  discontinuance  of  a  portion  of  the  military 
road  leading  from  Detroit,  in  that  county,  as  a  use- 
less expense  to  the  peoplei  refened  to  ibe  Commit* 
tee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Lewis  Lamben, 
praying  allowance  for  interest  on  certain  mone|s 
paid  for  land,  the  certiAcates  of  purebase^  for  whieh 
were  for  a  very  great  length  of  tisae  vacated, 
and  the  purchase  money  was,  afler  this  great  d^ 
lay,  directed  to  be  returned  to  him:  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee* 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  presented  a  joint  reso- 
lution, adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in- 
structing the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  State  to  use  their  inilnence  to 
procure  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  Wabash,  and  oiher 
important  rivers,  which  are  national  highways, 
and  tributaries  to  those  rivers. 

Also,  presented  a  joint  resolution  from  the  sane 
source,  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  die 
Representatives  from  that  State,  to  urge  upon  Con- 
gress the  establishment  of  a  home  market  for  water- 
rotted  hemp;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  and  be  printed.. 

Also,  presented  a  memoiial,  numerously  signed, 
from  citizens  of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  granting 
pre-emption  righto  to  land  now  reserved  from  the 
right  of  pre*  emotion:  referred  lo  the  Committee  on 
the  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  pro- 
prietors, managers,  agents,  captains,  and  pUots,  of 
the  several  lines  of  steamboats  plying  to  and  from 
the  city  of  New  York,  setting  forth  that  so  mnch 
of  the  steamboat  law  which  compels  the  boats  to 
be  provided  with  tiller  chains  instead  of  ropes,  is 
destructive  of  ihe^security  of  life  and  property,  oa 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  managing  the  boats  with 
facility  with  them;  and  that  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  violate  that  provision  of  the  law,  by  rea- 
son of  whieh  they  are  subjected  to  numerous  pros- 
cations,  which  are  new  pending.  They  pray  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  special  law,  granting  them  relief 
against  those  prosecotions;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  them  from  fntnre  prosecutions,  to  modify 
that  provision  of  the  law  referred  to. 

Mr.  DAYTON  made  some  remartcs  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  on  Commeree  to  ihe 
subjeet,  and  expressing  a  wish  that  they  would  do 
what  was  right  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  similar  memorials 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commeres. 
The  subject  had  not  beea  taken  up  by  the 
committee  yet,  for  the  reason  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  in  the  House,  had  re- 
ported a  bill  to  consummate  the  object;  which,  no 
doubt,  would  be  passed,  and,  in  the  order  of  busi- 
ness, reach  the  Committee  of  the  Senate.  The 
committee  would  then  act  upon  the  subject  prompt- 
ly.   It  was  his  individual  opinion  that  the  law 


#r/ 


A^^^AMiairiaMhMtAta^kAtaJiMMMi^M^MI^H^Mta^ 


GONGRSSStONAli  GLOfifi. 


36t 


Bhotnd  be  8o  alltred  as  not  to  compel  those  Boats 
on  the  Soand,  to  the  hazard  of  life  and  property,  to 
naa  those  chains. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Conunerce. 

Mr.^DAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Trenton,  in  whicUFthey  express  a  favorable 
opinion  of  the  plan  commonly  called  the  exchequer 
plan,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  incor- 
porating in  it  the  principles  of  that  plan:  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Phineas  Beanet  and  Nahnm  Andrews,  represent- 
ing that  they  had  invented  a  new  apparatus  aod 
macbioery  for  raising  wrecks,  with  which  they 
have  sared  a  great  deal  of  property,  and  praying 
Congress  to  pass  a  law  for  their  relief,  by  exempt- 
ing all  goods  which  they  save  from  wrecks  from 
the  payment  of  dnty:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fiaaace.  * 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  joint  resolations  adopted 
by  the  Legtslatare  of  Missouri;  declaring  that  the 
right  to  the  Oregon  Tenitory  is  alone  in  the  United 
States;  and  that  that  right  is  just,  andcannot  be  aban< 
doned  without  a  disgilceful  sacrifice  of  the  nation- 
al honor;  and  that  it  is  the  doty  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  protect  our  citizens  to  the  fullest  extent, 
who  emigrate  there,  in  the  rights  of  property  and 
all  the  priTiieges  which  pertain  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  ^ey  instrnct  the  Senators,  and 
request  the  Representatires  from  that  State,  to  use 
their  exertions  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures 
as  will  tend  ur  a.  speedy  and  uncontrolled  posses- 
sion of  that  territory:  on  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr*  McROBECRTS  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Oregon  Territory,  declaring  that  the 
title  of  the  United  States  to  it  is  indisputable,  and 
arerring  that  the  safety  of  her  title  was  greatly  en- 
dangered by  the  concessions  made  in  the  late  treaty 
to  settle  the  Maine  boundary,  and  that  it  will  be 
more  endangered  by  a  longer  delay  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  assert  her  title  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  Territory.  They  instruct  the  Sen- 
ators, and  request  the  Representatives  to  vote 
for  the  bill  introduced  by  Senator  Liim,  to  occupy 
the  Territory:  read, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVlfiR,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  piss,  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  White. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the  Committee 
on  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Israel  Eetchom,  for 
indemnity  for  losses  sustained  as  sub-contractor 
under  Fanow  A  Harris.  * 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  repotted  a  bill  to  Incorporate  the 
Georgetown  College,  In  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Weaver 
and  HAyberger;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Corn- 
mi  uee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUOTINQTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Galena,  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
eity  of  Galena  might  be  made  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported  back,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  the  bill 
to  establiah  «  port  of  entry  at  the  city  of  GkUena, 
ia  the  State  of  IlUnols. 

The  question  was  put  on  this  recommendation, 
and  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Gray. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  F.  A:  Kerr; 
whidi  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BEftVTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairii  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 


representatives  of  William  Walker;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  be  indefinitely  post* 
poned,  House  bills  entided 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sampson  Brown* 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  Whileman,  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Patterson. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabetfi 
Hillman,  reported  adf  ersely  to  the  passa^  of  the 
same,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  entitled  to  re- 
lief under  the  existing  laws;  and,  on  his  motion, 
leave  was  granted  to  her  to  withdraw  her  petition 
and  papers,  with  a  view  to  present  them  at  the 
proper  department. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  in 
relaaon  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  of  the  Slate  of 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  WALKER  explained  that  the  bill  merely 
authorized  that  State  to  apply  195,000  of  the  two 
per  cent,  fund,  which  had  been  relinquished  to  her 
for  another  purpose,  to  the  completion  of  the  rail- 
road from  Brandon  to  the  Alabama  line. 

There  being  no  amendment  proposed,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate;  and,  being  engrossed 
according  to  order,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  joint  resolution,  appropriating 
il,000  to  experiment  with  the  plan  of  Josiah  W. 
Kirk,  for  guarding  steamboats  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters against  snags,  Ac;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  W.  Skidmore;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  the  previous  orders  were 
postponed,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  William  Fisher  was  taken  np  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole;  and  there  being  no  proposition  to 
amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and,  being 
engrossed  according  to  order,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  fund 
received  from  the  British  Gh>vemment  as  indemnity 
for  slaves  lost  on  board  of  the  Comet  and  Enco- 
mium, being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Casper  W.  Wea- 
ver, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  bill  (No.  645)  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  and  of  the  Military 
Academy,  and  for  armories,  arsenals,  arms,  and 
muoitions  of  war,  and  surveys,  for  the  half  calen- 
dar year  enJiog  the  30ih  of  June,  1843,  aod  for 
the  fiscal  year  bei; inning  1st  July,  1843,  and  end- 
ing the  30th  of  J  one,  1844,  was  taken  np  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole;  and  the  following  amend- 
ments, reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
were  read,  and  placed  under  consideration:  Page  3, 
after  line  53,  insert,  *'For  arrearages  for  the  com- 
pleting quarters  and  barracks  at  Fort  Severn,  Mary- 
land, $9,039  50;*>  page  6,  line  115,  after  *<year," 
insert,  '^Including  a  survey  of  the  direct  commu- 
nication from  Albemarle  Sound  to  the  Atlantic 
ocean;"  page  6,  after  line  135,  insert,  *Tor  con- 
tinuing the  meteorological  observations  at  the  mili- 
tary posts  of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of 
theSurgeon'General,  for  the  said  fiscal  year,|3,000i*' 
page  6,  after  line  135,  insert,  *<For  the  continu- 
ation of  improvements  on  the  Missouri,  Missis- 
sippi, Ohio,  and  Arkansas  rivers,  for  said  half 
year,  |50,000;and  for  said  fiscal  year,  |100,UOO.'* 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  a  verbal  amendment  to 
one  of  the  amendments;  which  was  adopted. 

The  first  two  amendments  were  then  adopted. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  third — that  ap- 
propriating |3,000  for  continuing  meteorological 
obeervations— 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  if  this  proposition  came  from  the 
Surgeon  Generall 


Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  it  came  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  if  ite  Surgeon  General 
had  not  made  a  report  adverse  to  the  proposition; 
and  whether  the  committee  had  had  that  report  be- 
fore it,  and  had  given  it  consideration? 

Mr.  EVANS  replieiTthat  the  Suigeon  Generals 
report  was  not  among  the  documents  before  the 
committee;  and,  therefore,  was  not  taken  into  con« 
sideration,  further  than  it  was  known  to  the  com- 
mittee. But  the  Secrelary  of  War  thought  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  obssrvations  important  and  neoes- 
sary;  and  in  this  opinion  th^  committee  concur* 
red** 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that,  as  it  appeared  the  Sur- 
geon General's  report  had  not  been  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  as  it  was  desirable  that  time  should  be 
allowed  for  examining  and  considering  it,  he  hoped 
this  item  would  be  passed  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked,  thai  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  delay.  With  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  contents  of  that  report,  the  committee  had 
concurred  in  opinion  with^the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  the  continuation  of  the  observations  was  im- 
portant and  necessary. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that,  some  years  ago,  he  had 
looked  into  this  subject.  He  believed  he  was  a 
member  of  a  select  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose.  During  his  investiffaiion,  he  fuund  that 
the  War  Department,  in  1817  or  1818,  had  institu- 
ted the  system  of  'requiring  medical  men  at  the  dif- 
ferent military  posts  of  the  United  States  to  make 
meteorological  obMrvations  for  the  information  of 
the  Government  and  the  country.  In  consequence 
of  this  system,  a  vast  amount  of  information 
reached  t^e  department  (torn  year  to  year;  but  it 
lay  waste  and  useless  for  want  of  generalization 
and  arrangemeuL  At  length,  a  gentleman  of  the 
army  undertook  the  arrangement  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, and  published  the  result  in  a  book, 
which  has  ever  since  been  esteemed  of  the  most 
valuable  character.  Had  such  observations  been 
collected,  and  in  a  suitable  form,  accessible  to  per- 
sons intrusted  with  the  selection  of  sites  for  milita* 
ry  posts  and  fortifications,  such  a  ^aste  of  life  as 
that  which  occurred  at  Fort  Gibson  (when,  in  two 
years,  a  whole  regiment  was  swept  ofi!'  by  disease 
growing  out  of  location)  would  not  have  occurred. 

He  considered  it  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  con- 
tinue these  observation?,  and  declared  his  convic- 
tion that  they  could  not  be  intrusted  to  one  more 
capable  of  performing  the  duty  with  satisfaction  te 
the  public  than  Mr.  Espy. 

Mr.  L.  pronounced  a  warm  eulogium  on  Mr. 
Espy'sscientifie  fitness  for  the  office,  and  decried 
the  attempts  which  had  been  made,  7rom  time  to 
time,  to  throw  ridicule  on  his  phylosophy  of  storms. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rejoiced  to  hear  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri.  He  (Mr.  C.)  believed  he  was 
himself,  in  some  measure,  obnoxious  to  the  impu- 
tation of  having  spoken  lightly  of  Mr.  Espy^  Uie- 
ory;  but  he  felt  pleasure  in  now  making  atonement, 
by  avowing  his  repentance.  He  gave  the  proposi- 
tioh  of  continuing  Mr.  Espy  in  office  his  hearty 
concurrence. 

Mr.  WALKER  declared  that  he  had  known 
Mr.  Espy  for  thirty  years — ever  since  he  was  a 
teacher,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  a  pupil  under  his  instruc- 
tions. He  bad,  since  that  gentleman  had  turned 
his  attention  to  meteorological  subjects,  made  him- 
self acquainted  with  his  theory,  and  felt  perfectly 
satisfied  it  was  founded  in  troth. .  He  considered 
the  work  he  was  now  engaged  in  for  the  Govern- 
'ment,  one  of  the  most  eminently  useful  works  of 
science  to  which  public  encouragement  could  be 
given. 

Mr.  BENTON  had  not  said  anything  against 
Professor  Espy,  nor  was  it  his  intention  to  do  so. 
All  that  was  beside  the  question  at  issue.  The 
true  state  of  the  case  was  this:  la  an  appropria- 
tion bill  of  last  session,  a  sum  of  |3,000  was 
appropriated  for  the  continuation  and  arrangement 
of  meteorological  observations  in  the  department 
of  the  Surgeon  General.  On  the  strength  of  this 
appropriation,  the  Secretary  of  War  appoint<4 
Mr.  Espy,  and  instructions  were  issued  to  the  whole 
lurmy  to  furnish  him  with  observations,  and  that 
he  should  be  eonudered  as  attached  to  the  depart^* 
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ment  of  the  Sor^eon  Gfeneiral,  while  he  wai  to 
have  the  Surgeon  General  and  the  army  ander  bis 
'  control.  It  was  making  a  oew  bureau,  at  the  head 
of  which  Mr.  Espy  Iras  to  be  ptaced.  And  thus, 
by  a  side  moyement,  or  indirect  beginninfr,  that 
which  eon  Id  not  be  attempted  openly,  was  effected. 
The  foundation  was  laid  fpr  this  new  bureau;*  and 
now  the  strnetnre  was  about  to  be  raised.  It  was 
not  to  stop  at  this  |3,000.  After  the  thini?  is  made 
fast,  there  will  be  a  regular  establiFhmenl.  He 
would  read  the  report  of  the  Surgeon  Gknerat. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  report,  stating  that  Mr. 
Espy  had  done  no  service  for  his  department, 
either  as  clerk  or  otherwise,  since  his  appointment; 
and  that  there  was  no  oceasieo  in  the  department 
for  bis  services.] 

Mr.  B.  contended  that  the  Surgeon  General 
jwas  fully  competent  to  have  the  necessary  obser- 
vations made  and  collected,  and  that  the  service 
wonld  be  effectually  done  if  this  appropriation 
was  never  made.  It  was  not  necessary  to  create  a 
new  bureau  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  scientific 
correspondence  with  all  the  world.  If  already, 
within  less  than  a  year,  it  had  grown  np  (as  gentle- 
men averred)  to  1,500  correspondents,  it  would  very 
shortly  require  several  clerks  to  do  nothing  else 
but  frank  letters.  There  was  no  knowing  where 
the  expense  was  to  end. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected  to  any  postponement  of 
the  bill  on  the  supposition  that  the  report  of  the 
Surgeon  General  was  necessary.  The  Committee 
on  Finance  was  aware  of  it;  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri had  it  before  him.  All  that  could  be  known 
from  delay  was  already  known. 

Mr.  BENTON  contended  that  it  was  improper 
to  make  this  amendment,  every  way  it  eonld  be  con- 
sidered. The  House  of  Representatives  bad  left 
out  the  appropriation,  having  ^  a  full  knowledge 
not  only  of  the  Sargeon  General's  report,  bat  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
whose  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  is  dated  so  far  back  as  13th  January. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that,  in  what  he 
bad  to  say  npon  this  subject,  he  certainly  did  not 
mean  to  make  any  insinuation  against  the  Surgeon 
Gkneral.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance 
with  that  gentleman;  and  he  believed  a  more  wor- 
thy and  respectable  man  did  not  exist.  Mr.  Bspy, 
like  all  others  who  bad  made  discoveries  of  any 
importance,  bad  been  assailed  by  ridieolf;  and 
probably  the  zeal  which  enabled  men  to  make  im- 
portant discoveries,  always  carried  Ibem  beyond 
the  bounds  of  prudence.  This  had  been  Mr.  Espy^s 
fate  in  the  beginning;  but  bis  mind  was  now  ma* 
tured.  And  be  (Mr.  B.)  believed  with  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  that  in  his  particular  branch 
of  science,  be  was  exceeded  by  no  man  living: 
such  was  the'  opinion  entertained  of  him  by  the 
most  enlightened  foreigners. 

The  great  objection  seemed  to  be,  that,  by  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment,  a  new  bureau  would 
be  created.  But  would  this  be  the  case?  What 
facts  had  they  before  them  to  warrant  such  an  in- 
ference? Directly  the  reverse  seemed  to  be  the 
ca«e.  Mr.  Espy  was  to  be  attached  to  the  office 
of  the  Surgeon  General.  He  was  to  act  under  his 
authority  and  direction;  and  to  receive,  as  com- 
pensation, $2,000  per  annum.  Would  that  be  the 
establishment  of  a  new  bureau,  any  more  than 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  clerk  in  any  de- 
partment of  the  Government?  tie  could  not  see 
by  what  possibility  anew  bureau  was  to  grow  out 
of  it. 

But  what  wa<t  the  object  of  the  proposition?  He 
desired  to  bring  it  distinctly  before  the  Senate.  In 
August,  1832,  an  appropriation  was  made  (of 
which  he  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time)  for  pro- 
curing meteorological  observations,  nnder  the  di- 
rection of  the  Surgeon  Gteneral,  who  appointed 
Mr.  Bspy  to  the  performance  of  that  duty;  and,  af- 
ter he  bad  been  most  advantageously  engaged  upon 
it  for  a  great  length  of  time,  it  was  now  proposed 
to  cut  him  down  by  legislation.  Did  it  not  seem 
very  invidious  to  aim  at  that  gentleman,  and  him 
alone?  Had  he  done  anything  (o  merit  such  treat- 
ment? if  it  were  deemed  proper  to  make  these 
observations  at  all,  at  the  different  military  posts,  • 
ibeia  ought  to  be  Bome  gentleman  of  scientific  ac- 


quirements to  generalize  them;  for  the  mere  naked 
observations  would  be  of  little  avail. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  had 
just  put  into  bis  hands  a  book,  which  showed  the 
estimation  in  which  Mr.  Espy  was  held  by  the 
most  scientific  body  in  the  world — he  meant  the 
French  Institution  of  Natural  Science.' 

Mr.  BucHANAir,  having  read  a  passage  from 
the  work  referred  to,  remarked,  that  the  case  could 
be  summed  up  in  few  words.  Congress  had  already, 
by  a  law,  made  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
employing  such  an  agent  as  Mr.  Espy;  and  he 
had  been  employed,  not  as  the  head  of  a  bureau, 
bnt  as  a  subordinate  in  the  office  of  the  Surgeon 
Gkneral,  where  he  bad  rendered  eminent  service 
to  the  cause  of  science;  and  the  question  was  now, 
whether  they  wonld,  by  refusing  to  adopt  this  propo- 
sition, drive  that  gentleman  from  the  pursuit  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged  so  much  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  military  and  the  naval  service,  and  to 
the  enlightenment  of  all  mankind.  .  For  his  own 
part,  he  could  not  conscientiously  do  that,  by  legis- 
lation, which  would  operate  as  a  sort  of  personal 
attack  upon  this  gentleman,  whom  he  believed  to 
be  better  qualified  than  any  other  man  for  this  im- 
portant service. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  WALKER, 
CALHOUN,  BENTON,  TAPPAN,  and  EVANS; 
and  then  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  98,  nays 
13. 

The  other  amendments  were  also  adopted. 

Mr.  MILLER,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  proviso  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  cadets  for  West  Point  Academy,  in  which 
it  was,  in  futnrcj  to  be  by  apportionment  to  con* 
gressional  districts,  giving  eadi  member  of  the 
House  a  right  of  nomination.  It  was  limited  to 
the  number  of  Representatives  and  Delegates. 
He  moved  an  amendment,  allowing  one  nomina- 
tion for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  pointed  out  a  difficulty  that  might 
arise  from  the  reduction  to  the  number  of  mem- 
bers by  the  new  apportionment,  [266  ]  Hereto- 
fore, although  the  Secretary  of  War  bad  the  pow- 
er of  making  the  nominations,  a  practice  had 
grown  np  of  allowing  each  member  of  Congress 
in  turn  to  make  a  reco^inmendation  from  bis  dis- 
trict. But  there  were  some  appointments  made  by 
the  Secretary  himself,  without  reference  to  locality; 
which  enabled  him  to  appoint  the  sons  of  military 
officers— a  privilege  so  proper  and  necessary,  that 
it  ooi^ht  not  to  be  withdrawn. 

After  some  discussion  on  this  point,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  an  addition  of  ten  cadets  for  that  pur- 
pose might  be  made;  and  the  bill  was  so  amended, 
as  that  the  number  of  cadets  will  be  one  for  each 
congressional  district,  and  ten  on  general  appoint- 
ment by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  CONRAD  moved  an  amendment  to  appro- 
priate 1 10,000  for  removing  obstructions  from  the 
month  of  the  Red  river.  He  pointed  out  the  ne- 
cessity of  immediate  action  on  this  subject;  as,  if 
something  were  not  speedily  done,  the  channel  of 
that  river  would  be  changed  into  the  Achafalaya, 
and  the  course  of  the  river  thrown  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  this  amendment  would  not 
be  allowed  on  this  bill.  There  was  a  bill  before 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries,  to 
which  it  could  more  properly  be  attached. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate; 
and  the  amendments  being  concurred  in,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and  subsequently 
it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  session;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fridat,  February  10,  1843. 
Mr.  BEESON  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
heM  at  the  court-house  in  Union  town,  on  the  4th 
February  inst.;  and  also,  the  memorial  of  Andrew 


Stewart,  George  Mason,  Daniel  Black,  e5Q»re  %ka 
two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  others,  in  which  ther 
respectfully  request  the  Congress  of  the  0ni|2 
States  to  authorize  the  issue  of  two  milliotiB^ 
3  per  cent,  stock  to  be  divided  among  the  Stita 
for  the  payment  of  ^ich  the  pnbHc  lands  m 
their  proceeds  to  be  specifically  pledged:  refened 
to  the  special  committee  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  a  memorial  o( 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  in  referenes  to  the 
Territory  of  Oregon:  refened  to  the  Committee  oa 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  READ  of  Pennsylvania  presented  a  remoa. 
gtrance,  signed  by  sundry  citizens  of  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  against  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law:  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ME  DILL  presented  the  petition  ofWm* 
Wheatley,  clerk  of  the  penitentiary  in  the  disinc! 
of  Columbia,  praying  the  allowance  of  compensa- 
tion for  certain  services  rendered  to  the  institatioa 

Mr.  JOSEPH  H.  I^ILL^AMS  moved  a  recoa- 
sideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  joint  resolotioa 
of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  Cherokee  treaty, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  aod* 
without  taking  the  question,  the  motion  was  eater' 
ed,  and  passed  over  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  proposition  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  employ  a  clerk  was  negatived;  and  de- 
sired the  motion  to  be  entered. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  insisted  upon  takiaf 
the  question  of  reoansideration  now. 

Mr.  LINN  withdrew  his  motion. 

GEN.  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

The  SPEAKER  annonnced  tbe  nextbnsineQ 
in  order  to  be  the  resolution  for  refunding  the  fiae 
imposed  on  General  Jackson,  at  New  Orlean,  bj 
Judge  Hall,  in  1815. 

Mr.  DAWSON,  who  was  entitled  to  the  aoor, 
commenced  addressing  the  House  on  this  sabjeet^ 
but  had  spoken  bnt  a  few  words,  when 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose  and  objected,  that  the  sob- 
ject  on  which  the  gentleman  was  addressing  the 
House  waa  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  reports  of  committees 
were  in  order;  bnt  believing  that  all  the  comoiit- 
tees  had  reported,  be  had  allowed  the  gentlemu 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Dawsoii]  to  commeneehis 
remarks  on  tbe  neit  business  in  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  insisted  that  the  strict  order 
of  business  be  observed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  if  it  was  not 
too  late  te  interrupt  tbe  gentleman  from  Loaisiana, 
after  he  had  commenced  his  remarks,  and  beea 
recognised  by  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Loai^ 
iana  had  been  permitted  to  proceed  by  eonrtesj, 
on  tbe  supposition  that  there  were  no  reports  of 
committees  to  make.  As  the  regular  order  of  bo- 
sincss  was  insisted  on,  the  Chair  must  observe  it. 
'  Mr.  EVERETT  rose  to  a,  privileged  qaesHoa, 
and  moved  a  reconsideration' of  tbe  vote  referriog 
the  bill  for  the  occupatioir  and  settlement  of  On- 
gon,  reported  by  theSeleel  Committee  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Honse.  As  tbe  bill  on  the 
same  subject,  which  came  from  tbe  Senate,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, he 
thought  this  bill  should  be  referred  to  tbe  same 
committee.  It  was,  therefore,  that  he  now  maved 
that  the  vote  on  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  reconsidered.  Mr.  E.  concladedby 
moving  the  previous  question,  nnder  tbe  operatioa 
of  which  the  motion  for  reconsideration  was  car- 
ried— aves  88,  noes  50.  

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVERETT,  and  under  the 
operation  of  tbe  previous  question,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on   Foreign  Relatioas. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  called  for  reports  of 
committees. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  suspend  tbe  bnsineis 
of  the  morning  hoqr,  in  order  to  allow  Mr.  Div* 
SON  to  proceed  with  his  remarks  on  tbe  resolntioB 
to  refund  General  Jackson's  fine;  but,  on  puitiog 
the  question,  the  motion  was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE  from  tbe  Com- 
*mit(ee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  report  of  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  ^^^ 
million  loan,  together  with  the  accompanying  dM- 
umentai  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  ihe  same  ccmmiitee, 
reported  a  bill  authorizini;  the  re-issae  of  treasury 
notes,  and  for  other  purpose^^;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL,  by  direction  o/ 
the  (Sonnntnee  of  Ways  and  Means,  called  up  the 
motion  to  print  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  of  that  committee,  on  the  snb- 
jeet  of  an  issue  of  two  hundred  millions  of  Govern- 
ment stocks  to  be  given  to  the  States. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  the  printing  of  these 
reports  wonid  not  be  ordered.  He  did  not  think 
that  it  was  properly  made, '.for  the  reason  that  a 
short  time  before,  a  number  of  memorials,  together 
with  a  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,]  on  the  same  subject, 
was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee;  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Megps,  therefore,  in  reporting  as 
they  did,  without  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  Se* 
leet  Committee,  acted  with  unnecessary  haste  and 
precipitation,  and  they  seemed  to  him  to  have  run 
a  race  of  popularity  for  the  purpose  of  throwing 
odium  on  that  proposition.  He  meant  to  impeach 
the  motives  of  no  member  of  the  House — ^far  less 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  but,  in  a 
parliamentary  (loint  of  view,  it  Was  neither  respect- 
ittl  to  the  House,  no^  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  for  the  committee  to  make  their  report 
with  so  much  precipitation.        *' 

Mr.  PICKENS  would  respectfully  atk  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  if  the  memorials  on 
this  subject  (or,  at  least,  a  number  of  them)  had  not 
been  presented  by  him,  and  referred  on  his  motion 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  unable  to  answer  the  question 
o(  the  gentleman;  and  he  would  tell  htm,  or  rather 
tell  the  House»  the  reason  why.     He  had,  it  was 
true,  received  a  number '  of  these  memonals,  and 
for  that  reason  he  had  felt  himself  called  on  to  take 
part  in  this  discussion,  which  otherwise  he  would 
not  have  done.    The  gentleman  from  South  Caro>- 
lina  was  perfectly  aware-  of  a  rule  of  the  Hou&e» 
which  denied  him  the  privilege  of  ofiiering  petitions 
as  he  received  them}  that,  instead  of  the  ancient 
mie,  by  which  particular  days  were  assigned  for 
the  reception  of  petitions,  they  now  had  the  gag- 
rule — the  3l8i  rule— that  odious  and  detestable  rule 
by  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  having  their  petitions  present- 
ed  in  open  day,  and  compelled  to  have  them  re* 
ferred  secretly,  and  subject  to  a  decision  at  the 
Clerk'^  table  whether  they  shall  be  received  or 
not.    That  was.  the  reason  why  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  memorials  presented  by  him  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  or 
not.     He  was  compelled  here,  by  the  rules,  not  to 
offer  to  the  House  memorials  that  had  been  sent 
to  him,  but  to  present  ihem  at  the  Clerks  table,  and 
to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Speaker  to  de- 
cide whether  they  shall  be  received  or  not,  and  to 
any  to  what  committee  they  shall  be  referred.    He 
mentioned  this,  to  show  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  need  not  make  so  much  of  the  fact, 
that  memoriids  presented  by  him  on  this  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

He  believed  that  an  unusual  motive  had  oper- 
ated with-  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
making  their  report  in  such  a  hurry,  and  that,  in 
making  these  reports,  the  majority  and  minority 
(for  there  were  two  of  them)  had  run  a  race  of  pop- 
nlarity  to  cry  down  and  make  odious  before  the 
people  of  the  United  States  the  project  of  the  gen* 
tieman  from  Maryland,  to  which — let  gentlemen  of 
both  sides,  Whig  or  Locofoeo,  do  what  they  will — 
they  must,  in  time,  come.  Let  them  now  say  what 
they  please,  "to  that  complexion  they  mast  come 
at  last.**  What  was  it  but,  m  substance,  a  proposi- 
tion that  the  General  Government  of  this  country 
shaft  come  to  the  aid  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
who,  for  laudable  purposes,  and  for  objects  of  gen- 
eral utility  to  the  country,  have  Involved  themselves 
in  debt  from  which  they  cannot. relieve  themselves, 
and  therefore  come  to  the  (government  of  this  na« 
tioD,  to  assist  them  in  discharging  those  duties 


which  belonged  to  honor  and  morality,  viz:  to  pay 
their  debt&l 

It  was  far  from  him  to  impute  any  improper 
motives  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
but  he  said,  when  be  heard  these  reports  read — of 
the  majority  and  minority — that  they  had  not  con- 
sidered, by  any  means,  the  extent  and  importance 
of  the  proposition  of  the  gentlemsn  from  Mary- 
land. Though  the  Speaker  bad  done  him  the  honor 
to  place  him  on  the  select  committee  raised  on  that 
subject,  he  did  not  mean  to    be  understood  as 
committing  himself  to  support  it.     He   did  not 
mean  to  make  himself  responsible  for  it.    But  he 
did,  iu  beh/ilf  of  the  honor  of  the  nation,  demand 
of  its  Representatives  that  the  proposition  shall  be 
fully,  fairly,  and  impartially  considered;  and  not 
set  aside  in  this  way  by  a  ^ide  blow  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.    He  had  said  that, 
however  lightly  either  party  in  this  House,  Whig 
or  Locofoeo,  Northern  or  Southern,  might  treat 
this  proposition,  they  would  have  to  come  to  a  very 
serious  consideration  of  its  objects  and  its  purposes 
before  they  could  decide  against  it.    It  was  a  mar- 
vellous thing  to  him— a  surprising  thing^-that  the 
Whigs  of  that  House,  and  the  Whig  party,  should 
feel  such  extreme  anxiety  not  to  have  the  imputa- 
tion fixed  on  them  that  they  favored  the  project  of 
the  gemleman  from  Maryland.    They  might  think, 
because    the    Locofocos    were    now  in  such    a 
flow  of  victory,  that  they  might  be  subject  to  the 
charge  of  treason,  and  te  be  tried  under  the  second 
section,  if  they  were  suspected  of  favoring  this 
project  for  relieving  the  States  who  were  involved 
in  debt.    It  seemed  to  him,  so  fearful  was  the 
committee  of  having  such  an  imputation  fixed  on 
them,  that  they  ran  a  race  in  making  their  report. 
The  Whigs  who  made  ir,  seemed  to  think  that  their 
salvation  depended  upon  their  protesting  that  they 
never,  never  would  consent  lo  give  any  aid  to  the 
States  involved  in  the  burden  of  debt.    Some  of 
the  States,  it  seemed,  had  refused  to  acknowledge 
their  debts  at  all;  and  they  had  had  declarations 
from  one  of  them — the  State  of  Mississippi — that 
the  people  of  that  State  would  sooner  endure  war 
than  pay  their  debts. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  wished  to  correct 
the  gentleman.  The  State  of  Mississippi  never 
had  refused,  and  never  would  refuse,  to  pay  her 
debts. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  refer  the  gentleman 
to  the  letter  of  (Governor  McNutt,  in  which  that 
declaration  was  made.       ^ 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  said  he  wished  dis- 
tinctly to  declare  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  had 
never  refused  ^lo  pay  her  debts;  but  that  she  had 
refused  to  acknowledge  as  a  debt,  a  claim  made  on 
her  by  unauthorized  persons. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  there  was  the  letter  from  Gov. 
McNutt:  the  gentleman  migh'  send  for  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that  the  gentleman  might 
send  for  it  himself.  And  he  would  adii,  that  the 
letter  of  ihe%ovemor,  which  the  gentleman  spoke 
of,  was  a  private,  and  not  an  official  letter.  The 
State  of  Mississippi  only  acted  by  her  Legislature, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  and  not  by  the 
Governor  alone. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
This  was  a  question  of  printing;  and  if  this  exten- 
sive field  of  debate  was  lo  be  opened,  there  was 
no  knowing  where  it  would  end. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  that  the  question  of  printing  opened 
the  whole  merits  of  the  case. 

Mr.  ADAMS  continued.  He  would  have  the 
letter  of  Governor  McNAt  here,  and  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  would  read  it  for  bis 
own  character's  sake,  for  Governor  McNtitt  said 
that  the  two  Eepresenlatives  from  Mississippi  con- 
curred with  him  in  saying  that  they  would  rather 
go  to  war  than  pay  the  debt.  He  wished  to  know 
if  the  gentleman  concurred  with  the  Governor. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  said  he  would  in- 
form the  gentleman  that  he  did  concur  with  the 
Governor,  in  preferring  to  f^o  to  war.  to  paying 
a  claim  that  his  State]  had  never  acknowledged  to 
be  a  debt.  Neither  he  nor  his  State  had  ever  re- 
fused to  pay  a  debt  that  was  due  by  the  State.  Let 
the  gentleman  produce  the  letter  itself. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  there  was  the  letter  he  rt« 
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ferred  to;  and  in  it  the  Governor  expressly  said 
that  his  State  would  raiher  go  to  war  than  pay  a 
debt.  He  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  questioa 
whether  the  State  of  Mississippi  had  been  de- 
frauded by  its  own  agents  or  officers.  He  did  not 
intend  to  enter  into  that  question  at  all.  He  now 
desired  xthe  Clerk  to  r  Ad  the  letter  of  Governor 
McNutt,  as  the  gentleman  was  so  exceedingly 
anxious  to  have  it  produced. 

The  letter  of  Gk»vernor  McNutt  was  then  read. 
It  was  a  private  letter;  written  to  a  gentleman  in 
Richmond,  and  published  in  one  of  the  Richmond 
papers. 

Mr.   ADAMS  resumed,  and  said,  on  that  the 
House  could  determine.    He  did  not  intend  to  en- 
ter into  the  metaphysical  question  whether  the  State 
of  Mississippi  was  or  was  not  bound  to  pay  its 
bonds.    By  his  letter.  Governor  McNutt  presup- 
posed that  war  would  come  fr^m  abroad,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  refusal  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  pay  them;  and  he  preferred  to  go  to  war,  rather 
than  pay  those  bonds.    Now^  he  (Mr.  A.)  would 
inquire  of  this  House  if  the  foresight  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Mississippi  should  prove    true^f   the 
Governments  of  those  subjects,  who  have  suffered 
iu  their  property  by  th^r  trust  and  confidence  in 
the  punctuality  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  should 
come  here    and   demand    that   this  GUtvernment 
should  settle  those    demands — what  would    Mr. 
President  Tyler  and  his  Secretary  answer)    He 
(Mr.  A.)  thought  they  would  have  applications  of 
that  sort,  and  he  would  presume  that  the  President 
would  not  answer  them;  but  not  answering  a  do^ 
maud  between  sovereign  States,  was  not  getting 
rid   of  that  demand.     This  Government  would 
have — and  this  House  would  have,  they  might 
take  hia  word  tor  it — applications  that  would  re- 
quire answering  at  some  time  or  oiher,  to  that  ef- 
lect.    Now  he  would  suppose  the  case  that  the 
Government  of  Holland,  or  the  GK)vemment  of 
Great  Britain — whose  subjects  weie  suffering  under 
the  scruples  of  the  Government  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  whether  that  State  was  or  was  not 
bound     to    pay    those    debts, — he    would    sup- 
pose that  those  subjects  called  upon  their  CK)y- 
ernments,    saying    that    the    people    of    those 
States    had    received    their    money — that    they 
had  promised  repayment,  and  that  they  had  re- 
fused to  pay,  and  then  those  subjects  called  upon 
their  Government  to  interfere;  those  Governmenta 
would  say.  This  is  one  cf  the  States  of  your  Union, 
and  you  are  bound  to  pay  their  debts.    Suppose, 
then,  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  State  did  not 
choose  to  answer;  and  suppose  one  or  both  of  those 
Governments  should  declare  war  against  the  State 
or  Mississippi,  and  should  send  their  steamers  up 
to  Natchez,  if  they  could  get  there:  would  the  re- 
fusal of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  pay  her  bonds 
prevent  this  Gfovernment  being  called  upon  to  as- 
sist her?    They  are  invaded — martial  law  is  de- 
clared— and  he  thought  they  would  hear  some- 
thing about  the  obligation  of  th's  Union  to  stand 
by  its  members  in  case  of  war  ancl  invasion  and 
the  declaration  of  martial  law.    Governor  Mc- 
Nutt foresaw  this  state  of  things,  but  be  did  not 
care  to  avoid  it.    Now,  if  (hey  would  hot  pay 
their  debts,  the  Paixhanguns  of  those  foreign  Gov- 
ernments might  go    there,  perhaps;  and  on  the 
question     whether     the     State     of    Mississippi 
was  strictly  bound  to  meet  her  obligations,  there 
would  be  another  mode  of  reasoning  applied.    And, 
in  that  case,  what  would  this  Government  dot 
Would  they  abandon  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Union  to  the  hands  of  the  enemy?    Or  would  they 
feel  compelled  to  pay  the  bonds,  for  which  sn^ 
State  had  been  willing  to  go  to  war?    Twenty- one 
millions  of  dollars  had  jutt  been  exacted  from 
China,  in  addition  to  a  sum  before  exacted,  as  the 
payment  of  a  debt  of  not  a  dissimilar  character. 
Suppose,  then,  the  Slate  of  Mississippi  required 
not  only  to  pay  the  amount  of  her  bonus,  but  twen- 
ty-one millions  of  dollars  to  deflray  the  expenses  of 
those  Paixhan  guns,  which  should  reduce  her  to 
the  necessity  of  subscribing    to  anything — what 
would  this  Government  do?    Was. it  prepared  to 
stand  by,  and  nay  '*It  is  nothing  to  n^    This  is 
a  question  between  the  State  of  Mississippi  and 
foreign  Governments;  and  it  is  nothing  to  us.    We 
cannot  interfere;  we  most  bo  nenttml  between  these 
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foreign  powers  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi.*' Would  that  be  their  answei?  And  he 
wonid  again  say,  the  question  would  come  np  in 
that  form;  and  this  GoTemiaent  mast  do  somethiog 
not  only  to  relieve  the  State  of  Mississippi,  bat 
other  Slates  also,  which  had  come  to  the  same  de- 
termination. He  did  not  say  that  one  of  those 
States,  as  he  understood,  intended  to  make  a  formal 
and  explicit  declaration  of  war;  but  they  adopted 
measures  of  the  same  kind,  which  would  lead  to 
the  same  eiireme. 

The  event  which  he  had  now  supposed — and 
supposed  because  it  was  suggested  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Btate  of  Mississippi,  who  had 
come  to  that  conclusion— he  would  now  say,  was 
not  only  possible,  but  highly  probable,  if  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means — majority  and  minor- 
ity— continued  the  policy  which  they  had  indicated. 
He  (Mr.  A.)  might  be  asleep  with  his  fathers  be- 
fore it  came,  but  come  it  would;  and  he  called 
upon  this  Honse-^he  called  upon  every  State  of 
this  Union  to  look  at  it  in  the  face,  and  to  consider 
well  the  decision  to  which  they  should  come,  and 
in  what  manner  this  country  could  avoid  war  if 
the  States  were  not  relieved  from  their  debts — debts 
in  the  most  part  contracted  for  laudable  purposes 
—debts,  the  contracting  of  ^hich,  and  the  uses  of 
the  money  expended  in  iheir  accumulation!  were 
of  national  importance  and  usefulness.  They 
were  of  importance  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view. 
Speaking  of  them  generally,  these  debts  had  been 
contracted — though  there  might  be  some  excep- 
tions— ^for  internal  improvements  of  the  country 
which  this  Government  had  imposed  upon  the 
State  Legislatures,  by  refusing  to  UDdertake  them 
itself,  as  he  believed  their  constitutional  duty  re- 
quired should  be  done.  Therefore,  on  every  prin* 
ciple — on  the  principle  of  morality,  on  the  princi- 
ple of  sound  policy,  on  the  principle  of  expediency 
— this  Government,  and  this  Congress,  were  bound 
to  considf r  seriously  in  what  manner  this  Congress 
could  come  to  the  aid  of  those  States,  without  in- 
curring the  dangers  and  the  horrors  of  war,  for 
the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  States  of  this  Union 
in  the  principle,  both  unjust  and  immoral,  of  refu- 
sal to  pay  their  debts. 

Mr.  UNDBRWOOD  inquired  if  the  morning 
hour  had  not  expired. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  not.  He  then  claim- 
ed the  privilege  of  responding  to  some  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  by  which 
an  imputation  was  cast  upon  him  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  exercised  the  powers  which  the 
House  had  vested  in  him. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained,  and  disclaimed  any  in- 
tention to  make  any  imputation  on  the  Speaker, 
but  on  the  necessity  which  required  such  a  rule. 

Mr.  GWIN  was  about  to  address  the  House,  but 
as  the  morning  hour  was  nearly  expired, 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  hoped  that,  by  general  con- 
sent, his  colleague  would  be  allowed  to  proceed.  If, 
however,  objection  were  made,  he  should  move 
a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  intimated  that  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Gwih]  would  be  entitled  to 
the  floor  daring  the  morning  hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  as  the  gentleman  had 
only  four  or  five  minutes  remaining  of  the  morning 
hour,  he  hoped  that  gentleman  would  defer  his  re- 
marks until  to-morrow;  for  he  (Mr.  U.)  should  in- 
sist on  the  special  order  being  taken  up. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said,  so  far  from  this 
being  an  attack  on  the  State  of  Mississippi,  be 
considered  the  main  attack  cf  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts — an  attack  cruelly  made^-to  be  on 
him;  and  against  the  committee  of  which  he  was 
a  very  humble  member;  an  attack  which,  if  the 
Speaker  would  permit  him  to  say  so,  was  an  im- 
putation of  motive,  which  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Speaker  to  have  stopped.  What  right  had  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  impute  a  motive 
to  him,  or  to  any  member  of  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and,  after  a  few 
words,  the  floor  was  yelded  to 

Mr.  GWIN  observed  that  an  evident  error  had 
occurred  in  printing  the  letter,  just  read,  from 
Governor  MeNutt,  in  which  he  is  made  to  say  that 
**atthe  risk  of  my  life  and  political  aspirations,  I 
prevented  the  sale  of  lOi  of  bonds  anthoriated  to 


be  given  by  Otein  to  the  Union  Banl(.**  No  person 
of  that  name  bad  any  agency  in  the  delivery  al- 
luded to,  and  it  was  no  doubt  a  misprint. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.)  the  gentleman  from  Massa^ 
chusetts  seems  to  have  a  great  dread  of  the  appear- 
ance of  steamships  of  Great  Britain  in  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi.  Had  the  gentleman  always 
been  as  tenacious  to  prevent  their  appearance  in 
these  waters  as  he  seems  to  be  at  present?  If  ha 
was  not  mistaken,  a  question  of  adjourned  veracity 
existed  between  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
and  another  distinguished  citizen  of  this  country, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  on  the  charge  that  the  former,  at  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  was  wilUng  to  surrender  the  flree 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  British  nation. 
He  would  like  to  hear  the  gentleman  clear  up  that 
charge  before  he  appeared  as  the  especial  cham- 
pion for  protecting  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
from  being  navigated  by  British  war  steamers, 
especially  when  this  protection  was  to  be  brought 
about  by  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the  States, 
to  avoid  a  war  with  Great  Britain. 

He  (Mr,  G  )  felt  degraded  to  hear  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  American  people  on  this  floor  hold  up 
the  history  of  the  war  in  China  as  a  warning  to 
this  nation  to  avoid  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  lest 
we  should,  in  like  manner,  be  compelled  to  buy 
peace,  as  did  that  nation,  by  the  paymentof  twenty- 
one  millions  of  dollars.  These  States,  which  had 
successfully  waged  two  wars  with  that  powerful 
nation,  and  brought  both  to  an  honorable  termina- 
tion, when  in  the  infancy  of  their  power,  are  now, 
in  full  manhood,  to  be  threatened  with  the  danger 
of  buying  a  dishonorable  peace,  if  from  any  cause 
there  should  be  a  collision  between  the  two  na- 
tions. It  was  a  source  of  humiliation  to  him  to 
hear  such  remarks  irom  any  quarter,  and  espe- 
cially from  a  Representative  on  this  floor. 

He  (Mr.  G.)  was  not  disposed  to  enter  into  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  bonds  issued  for  the 
Mississippi  Union  Bank,  and  the  liability  of  the 
State  to  pay  tho^e  bonds;  but  the  question  appeared 
to  be  so  completely  misunderstocKi  and  misreprt- 
senied,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  that  he  would 
avail  himself  of  this  occasion  to  state  the  position 
which  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State  oc- 
cupy on  that  question.  The  question  was  simply, 
Shall  the  State  assume  a  debt  contracted  in  viola- 
tion of  its  constitution  and  laws  ?  for  he  contended 
that  these  bonds  were  issued  in  violation  of  the 
constitution,  and  sold  by  the  agents  of  the  bank 
in  violation  of  the  law,  (unconstitutional  as  it  was,) 
upon  the  basis  of  which  they  were  issued. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  to  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  that  the  morning  hour  had  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  he  should  like  to  have  a  little 
more  time.    [Cries  of  **Go  on."] 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  moved  that  the  rules  of 
the  House  be  suspended  for  one  hour.    [Cries  of 
No,  no.'*]    He  hoped,  then,  that  hi^  colleague 
would  be  allowed  to  go  on  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  was  afraid  it  would 
lead  to  a  general  discussion,  or  he  would  willingly 
consent. 

Mr.  WISE.    That  is  what  we  desire. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  know  you  do,  but  it 
would  obstruct  the  District  business. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  again  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  for  one  hour. 

Mr.  BARNARD  objected,  on  the  ground  that  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Undbrwood] 
having  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day,  it  was  not 
competent  to  the  gentlemgn  from  Mississippi  to 
make  another  motion,  until  a  pending  one  was  dis« 
pos^d  of, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  proposed  to  modify  his 
motion,  if  it  would  obviate  objection,  so  as  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  WISE.    I  will  not  vote  for  that. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  inquired  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  would  not  have  the  floor 
to-morrow  morning? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  aflirmative,  and 
the  subject  went  over. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUM- 

BIA. 

Mr.  UNDBRWOOD  then  offered  a  resolution  to 
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take  the  bnsinees  of  the  District  of  Golambia  out 
of  committee  at  half-past  3  o^ock. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  could  only  be  re- 
ceived by  general  consent. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  Henae 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  (Bfr. 
Ward  of  New  York  in*the  chair)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  lu- 
natic asylum  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  This 
bill  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  MALLORT,  UN- 
DERWOOD, RANDALL,  WISE,  STBENROD. 
ALLEN,  JOHN  G.  FLOYD,  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
BRIGK3S,  HOPKINS,  WISE,  W.  SMITH,  and 
others;  and  it  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

The  committee  next  took  up  a  bill  providing  for 
the  speedy  administration  of  justice  in  the  Dislriec 
of  Columbia,  aud  for  other  purposes. 

AAer  debate,  the  bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  le- 
ported  to  the  House. 

The  committee  then  took  up  die  bill  to  aboUdi 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
except  in  eases  of  fraud,  and  for  other  parpoflea; 
and  after  some  discussion,  it  was  laid  aside  to  be 
reported  to  th&  House. 

llie  committee  next  took  up  a  bill  to  provide  lor 
the  completion  of  the  Potomac  bridge;  which  wma 
laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  committee  next  took  up  a  bill  reapeetlBg 
suits  at  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 
diminish  the  costs  thereof,  and  for  other  pnrpoees. 

Mr.  GIDDINGI|  offered  an  amendment,  pro- 
viding that,  when  any  persons  shall  be  arrested  ns 
fugitive  slaves,  costs  shall  not  be  taxed  agaioat 
them;  but  that  the  person  arresting  them  shall  pay 
the  costs,  if  he  fails  to  prove  that  he  is  a  slave. 

After  some  remarks  against  the  bill  from  Mr» 
WISE,  and  a  reply  by  Mr.  RANDALL, 

Mr*.  WISE  moved  to  postpone  its  further  ooa- 
sideration,  and  take  up  some  other  bill.  He  was 
not  prepared  now  to  debate  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GhaDnros;]  but  if  it 
was  considered,  the  debate  would  last  to  the  end  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise;  which  motion  was  carried,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate^  re- 
turning the  army  appropriation  bill,  with  anndrf 
amendments;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  pf  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  die 
Union. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESBNTATIYRS. 

SiTURDAT,  February  11,  1843. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  presented  theproeeed- 
ings  of  a  military  convention  held  at  Albany,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  95ih  of  January, 
1843,  in  which  various  resolutions  had  been  adopt- 
ed for  re-organizing  and  classifying  the  militia  of 
that  State,  and  recommending  a  re-oi]ganisatioa 
and  classification  of  the  militia  of  the  United  SUiies; 
the  Abolition  of  the  Military  Academy  at  Weal 
Point;  and  an  amendment  of  the  act  of  Congreaa 
of  1808,  providing  for  the  distribution  of  arms 
among  the  militia. 

He  said  he  was  gratified  to  see  such  a  movement 
coming  from  the  great  State  of  New  York,  and 
particularly  from  that  portion  of  bercirixeos  in- 
trn&ted  with  the  command  of  her  militia,  who 
were  (he.  constitutional  defenders  of  the  coantry, 
and  in  whose  hands  the  liberties  of  the  coantry 
would  ever  be  safe.  That  he  had  expressed  sim- 
ilar views  ten  years  ago  upon  this  floor,  as  to  the 
abolition  of  the  Military  Academy— that  it  was^'aiia- 
tooratic  and  anti-republican''  in  all  its  tendencies, 
and  should  be  abolished.  He  therefore  moved  a 
reference  of  &o  much  of  the  proceedings  as  related 
to  the  abolition  of  the  academy  to  the  Comminee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  the  following  instme- 
tions:  m 

1.  To  in(][uire  into  the  expediency  of  aboUshms 
the  academy. 

3.  To  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  apply- 
ing the  money  now  expendea  on  it  "to  the  diihi- 
•ion  of  militaqr  instruction  in  the  different  Stalea.«* 
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Z,  To  inqaire  into  the  best  mode  of  actomplish- 
iog  the  object. 

He  was  sure  that  those  recommendations,  com* 
ing  from  such  a  high  source,  won  Id  entitle  them  to 
the  serious  and  favorable  consideration  of  the 
committee. 

He  also  moved  a  reference,  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, of  so  much  of  the  proceedings  as  related 
to  arming  the  militia,  with  the  following  instruc- 
tions: 

To  inquire  Into  the  propriety  isf  amending  the 
act  of  1608,  so  as  to  make  the  distribution  of  arms 
among  the  States  in  proportion  to  their  representa- 
tion in  Congress.  "So  much  of  said  proceedings  as 
relates  to  the  organization  and  classification  of  the 
militia,  he  moved  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia. 

Mr.  BRIOGS  of  Massachusetts  objected  to  the 
instructions  to  the  committee,  and  the  resolutions 
were  referred  without  them.  a 

Mr.  POPE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Gover- 
nor and  Legislature  of  Kentucky  (as  was  under- 
stood) on  the  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the 
Western  waters;  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  resolution 
directing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  La 
Grange  and  Memphis  Railroad  Company  three 
or  four  townships  of  public  land,  to  enable  them 
to  complete  their  road.  Ipie  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWARD  presented  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  L^'gislature  of  Michigan,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  repayment  of  the  fincimposed  on  Gene- 
ral Jackson  in  1815;  and  while  moviug  that  they 
be  printed,  he  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  entirely 
dissented  from  the  principles  of  the  preamble  and 
resolations.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  presented  a  memorial  of  133 
citizens  of  Monongahela  city,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  take  into  consideration  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Jornsom  for  the  relief  of  the 
States.  He  stated  that  it'  was  signed  l^  gentle- 
men of  all  parlies.  The  memorial  was  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  BBONSON  moved  that  the  House  take  up 
bill  No.  740,  entitled  **A  bill  to  authorize  an  in- 
vestigation of  late  frauds  under  the  pre-emption 
laws,  and  for  other  purposes. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  B., 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  and  amended,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  OWSLEY,  by  the  introduction  of  a 
clause  to  abolish  the  office  of  secretary  to  sign 
land  patents,  (now  held  by  Mr.  Robert  Tyler,)  and 
reqairing  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  to  per- 
form those  duties. 

Mr.  TRIPLBTT  moved  that  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Henry  M.  Shreve,  and  to  authorize  the 
purchase  of  his  patent  for  a  snag-boat,  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  thereon,  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  CROSS  said  he  did  not  object  to  the  motion 
submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Keatucky,  but 
hoped  it  would  prevail.  The  select  committee  had 
carefully  investigated  the  subject  of  Mr.  Shreve^ 
petition,  and  accompanying  evidence.  Upon  thai 
lAvestigatioB,  they  entertained  no  doubt  as  to  the 
invention  of  the  snag-boat  by  the  petitioner.  He 
had  not  only  been  so  regarded  for  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  years,  in  the  Western  country,  but,  four 
years  since,  had  actually  obtained  a  patent-right 
for  the  invention.  Recently,  it  had  been  alleged 
that  another  person  commuoicated  to  the  War  De- 
partment, as  far  back  as  July,  1834,  a  plan  similar 
in  every  respect  to  that  upon  which  the  snag-boat 
had  been  constructed.  If  so,  the  patent  to  Mr. 
Shreve,  it  would  appear,  had  been  improperly 
awarded.  The  brat  had  been  used  with  efficiency 
for  maoy  years,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
petitioner;  and  its  utility,  as  well  as  indispensa- 
ble necessity,  in  removing  obstructions  to  the  na^i-* 
gation  of  the  Western  rivers,  was  conceded  by  all 
having  any  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  select  committee,  he  was  sure,  un- 
the  circnm stances,  could  not  be  carried;  and,  as 
speedy  and  fioal  action  was  material  to  the  cause 
of  justice  and.  the  public  interest,  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  motion.  It  was 
through  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Taip- 


LETT]  that  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the  sub- 
ject, a  few  days  since.  Until  then,  he  had  no 
knowledge,  nor  had  the  select  committee,  that  any 
person  other  than  the  petitioner  claimed  to  be  the 
inventor  of  the  snag-boat.  Sheer  justice  required 
^  that  the  matter  should  be  carefully  investigated. 

The  bill  was  then  recommitted. 

Mr.  BURKE  withdrew  from  the  files  the  papers 
in  the  ease  of  Francis  Cobb,  which  he  presented 
at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  i esolutions  of  the  Stete 
of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  the  bill  of  Mr.  Lion,  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  for  the  occupation  of  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  Mr.  R.  D.  Dawson^  in  relation  to  the 
northern  boundary  of  Missouri;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  I  rinted. 

By  general  consent,  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
emplification of  records  of  land  patents,  and  other 
evidences  of  title,  and  amendatory  of  the  act  en- 
titled '*An  act  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice," was  taken  up,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GENTRY,  in  pursuance  of  notice  previous- 
ly given,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
<«An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Mayfield,**  passed 
July  37,  1849.  It  was  read  three  several  times, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  Senate  bill  for 
the  occupation  of  Oregon  Territory  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

NEW  YORK  CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  introduced  by  him,  to  reduce  the  number 
and  compensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the 
New  York  custom- house. 

Mr.  CUSHING.    Is  the  motion  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  ^aid  it  was  not. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rulep,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  submit  the  motion. 

The  House  agreed  to  suspend  the  rules— ayes 
115,  noes  28. 

Mr.  CUSHING  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  contended  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the 
roles  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  W^ole 
from  ihe^  consideration  of  a  bill  which  had  never 
been  discussed  in  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that,  as  the  bill  con- 
tained no  appropriation,  its  consideration  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  not  necessary. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  then  submitted  his  motion  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill:  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  bill  wns  read. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  called  for  the  previous  question 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill;  and  there  was  a 
second. 

The  engrossment  was  ordered;  and  the  bill,  hav- 
ing been  read  a  third  time,  was  passed  without  a 
division. 

A  reconsideratioli  was  moved,  and  rejected  by 
the  House. 

THE  STATE  DEBTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
J.  R.  laaaasoLL,]  to  print  10,000  extra  copies  of 
the  majority  and  minority  reports  upon  the  assump- 
tion of  the  State  debts. 

Mr.  GWIN— being  entitled  to  the  floor  from 
the  morning  hour  of  Friday— contiaued  his  re- 
marks in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams.  He  said  that,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour  of  yesterday,  he 
was  stating  the  grounds  assumed  by  a  majo'^ity  of 
the  people  of  Mississippi,  in  refusiog  to  acknowl- 
edge the  bonds  issued  in  the  naioie  of  the  State  for 
the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  a^  the  debt  of  the 
State.  In  order  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
question,  it  was  necessary  to  give  a  short  history  of 
it,  f.8  it  had  arisen  in  the  State  of  Missi^sippi.  As 
this  had  been  done  with  f^reat  conciseness  and 
clearness  by  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  in  a 
letter  extensively  circulated  in  1841,  he  wouli 
ask  the  Clerk  to  read  that  part  of  it  he  had 
marked. 

The  Clerk  then  read. from  the  letter  of  Mr. 


Tbomfsok  the  clause  in  the  eonstitntion  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  prohibiting  the  pledging  the 
faith  of  the  State^  except  under  certain  resirictiona. 
Also,  a  history  of  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank;  the 
passage  of  the  first  charter;  the  passage  of  the 
aneonsiitutional  supplement,  by  authority  of  which 
the  bonds  were  issued;  and  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  aa 
follows: 

The  coMtltullonjproTides  that  **No  towBball  ever  be  paaeed 
to  raise  a  loan  ot  money  upon  the  credit  of  (he  State,  or  to 
pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  for  U>e  payment  or  redemption  q^ 
any  loan  or  debt,  itnleae  such  latD  he  proposed  In  the  Senate  or 
House  of  Repreeentaiivee,  and  be  agreed  to  b]r  a  majority  of  the 
membeni  of  each  Houae,  and  entered  on  their  ioumals,  wiUi  the 
yeas  and  navs  talcen  thereon,  and  be  referred  to  the  next  auo 
ceeding  Legislature,  and  published  for  three  months  previous  to 
the  next  regular  election,  in  three  newspapers  of  this  State;  and 
V  unless  a  ouijoriiy  of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  so  elected 
after  luch  publication  shall  agree  to  and  pass  such  law;  and,  in 
such  case,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  and  entered  on  the 
Journals  of  each  House." 

This  wise  provision  of  our  constitution  is  peculiar  to  our 
State:  and,  amidst  the  general  pecuniary  emtMuraasments 
which  now  press  so  heavily  upon  the  energies  of  several  of  our 
sister  States,  arising  from  imprudent  and  nasty  legislation,  and 
from  an  unaidvised  pawning  of  that  brightest  jewel  of  the  State— 
her/ai;/t— for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  to  be  used  b  v  the 
raw  to  the  prejudice  of  the  mamt,  every  Hiasiasippian  should 
feel  grateful  to  itie  framere  of  our  constiiution  for  their  pru- 
dence and  forecast  in  thus  guarding  our  honor  and  our  proper- 
ty,  Jby  restraining  from  tampering  with  our  faith  or  creait  as  a 
State,  a  Legislature  whoeeconne  of  conduct  has  evidently  pro- 
ceeded from  impulse,  rather  than  wise  and  deliberate  councils. 
But  it  would  be  a  mockery  of  constitutional  governmenta  to  say 
to  their  agents,  'Hbiis  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  fuiher,"  and 

yet  ayiBTLT  SAHOnON  BVaSY  nVFIUCTION  07  RBtBSVBO 
aiOHTS. 

At' the  January  session  o(  1837,  the  Legislature  of  our  State 
passed  an  act  entitled  *^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,"  in  which  you  must  mark  the  fact 
thai  no  provision  is  made  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  ahaU  tw 
a  subscriber  for  stock.  But.  on  the  contrary,  section  4  of  the 
law  says  "that  the  owners  oi  real  estate  situated  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  who  are  citizens  thereof,  siiall  be  the  only  per- 
sons entitled  to  subscribe."  This  law  provides  that  the  capital 
of  the  bank  shall  be  #15,000,000;  that  the  books  of  subscription 
shall  be  kept  open  for  six  months,  under  the  inspection  often 
managers,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Legislature;  that  so  soon  as  five 
thousand  shares  shall  haVe  been  subscribed,  the  Governor  of 
the  State  6hall  appoint  thirteen  directors,  to  serve  for  twelve 
months,  who  shall  take  charge  of  the  bank  and  the  books  of 
subscription;  that  after  the  books  are  closed,  the  bank  mav  go 
into  immediate  operation,  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  at  feast 
•500,000  shall  have  been  subscribed  and  paid  in;  diat  those  de- 
clared stockholders  by  the  directors  shall  pay  Into  the  l)ank  tho 
sum  of  ten  dollars  upon  each  and  every  snare  subscribed;  that 
the  stockht>ldeFB  shall  give  their  bonds  to  the  bank  for  the 
amount  of  stock  allowed  to  each,  and  shall  also  execute  mort- 
gages upon  real  estate,  with  the  privilege  of  including  one- 
fourth  of  the  amount  on  slaves,  to  secure  the  payment  of  their 
stock  bonds— (thus,  not  only  the  property  mortgaged,  but  the 
whole  estate  of  the  stockholder  would  have  been  bound  for  the 
redemption  of  the  stock;)  and  that  both  the  principal  and  inter- 
eat  of  the  bank  bonds  were  to  be  paid  by  the  bank  as  they  sev- 
erally fell  due.  Then  it  is  further  provided,  that  the  State  shall 
pledge  iui  faith  for  the  redemption  of  the  capital  stock;  or,  in 
other  words,  shall  become  the  security  of  the  subscrilhfts  for 
stock,  upon  being  allowed  ten  per  cent,  of  the  profits  of  ttie 
bankMthe  appointment  of  five  or  the  thirteen  directors,  and  a 
standing  accommodation  loan  of  •200,000;  and  the  90th  section 
requires  the  Governor  to  execute  to  the  said  bank,  from  time  to 
time,  bonds  in  amount  proportioned  to  the  sums  subscril)ed  and 
secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors  until  the  whole 
amount  of  bonds  shall  be  furnished.  In  this  charter  you  wUl 
at  once  perceive  no  risk,  no  hasard  of  taxation  wliate^er. 

This  act  was  i^ublished— not  the  length  of  time  required  by 
the  coostituiioni  it  is  true;  but  still,  it  was  publiahed;  and  it  u 
unworthy  of  this  great  q[uestion  to  dwell  on  quibbles.  At  a  suc- 
ceeding Legislature,  which  met  in  January,  1838,  the  same  law 
came  up  for  re-enactment.  While  it  was  still  pending,  and  be- 
fore another  vote  was  taken  upon  it,  a  joint  committee  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives— a  committee  of  the 
greatest  weight  and  highest  responsibilitv  that  can  at  anv  tiroa 
be  raised— was  appointed,  and  instructed  to  "examine  whether 
the  said  bill  can  Se  amended;  and  if  so,  whether  it  be  practica* 
hie  to  change  it  into  a  State  bank  exclusively."  From  the 
unanimous  report  of  that  committee,  permit  me  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  following  extracts: 

"But  as  to  that  portion  of  the  said  charter  which  relates  lo 
the  subscribers  or  stoclcholden  to  the  said  institution  being  tlie 
primaiT  condition  on  which  the  faith  of  the  State  is  to  be 
pledged,  and  as  such  constitutes  a  vital  part  of  it,  we  have  no 
power  to  change  the  same,  unless  it  riiould  be  again  submitted 
to  the  people  for  their  sanction,  which  would  have  the  tendency 
to  postpone,  for  at  least  two  years,  its  consummation.  This 
course  vour  committee  believe  would  be  directly  at  war  with 
the  wimes  of  our  constituents,"  Ac. 

This  report  was  received,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
legislature.  At  that  time,  while  the  charter  is  still  pending, 
and  open,  of  course,  to  all  amendments  admiseibte  under  the 
constitution,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  vital  parts  of 
the  bill  cannot  be  changed  without  a  re  submission  of  the  char- 
ter to  the  people;  consequently,  the  original  charter  becomes  a 
law  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1838,  without  change  or  alter- 
ation. Without  calling  in  question  the  constitutionality  of  thie 
charter,  I  might  Mop,  and  triumphantly  ask.  Has  a  single  bond 
of  the  State l)een  isnied  and  sold  under  this  charterl  If  so, 
who  were  the  directors  appointed  by  the  Ctovernor  to  manage 
the  banki  Who  were  the  subscribeis  for  stock?  Had  the 
Ixraks  of  aubscription  been  kept  open  six  months  How  many 
stockholders  had  paid  ten  dollars  upon  each  and  every  diare 
sobscribedl  How  many  bonds  for  stock  had  been  given  and 
secured  by  satisfactory  mortgaged  Not  one  of  these  thinn  bad 
been  done  at  the  time  the  bonds  in  question  were  issued  and 
sold;  and  the  purchaser  must  have  known  >*•        ^      . 

But  here  follows  the  explanation:  Ten  davs  after  the  paas. 
age  of  the  foregoing  charter,  the  same  Legislature  that  deter* 
mined  by  uoenimoof  vote  that  the  chaiter  could  notbe  ameaii^ 
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«d  while  peodiDg  before  them,  parsed  "An  aa  supplemenUiry 
to  an  act  to  incorporate  the  aubscrlbera  to  the  Mimiselppi 
Union  Bank;"  wherein,  under  the  ma^tc  title  of  "Buppiement," 
ihey  endeavored  to  do  indirectly  what  the  conocienceof  every 
member  checked  him  in  doing  directly.  They  made  changee 
in  the  charter,  by  way  of  supplement,  which,  but  a  few  days 
before,  they  had  declared,  under  oaih,  would  vitiate  the  whole 
instrument.  This  procedure  waa  in  violaiicm  of  all  parliamen- 
tary  rule,  known  in  ihiaor  any  other  enlightened  CQuntry:  and 
it  urn  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  a  legislative  fraud, 
because  it  violated  not  only  the  constitution,  according  to  their 
own  showing,  but  also  one  of  their  express  rules  of  order, 
which  prohibited  the  repeal  of  any  law  the  same  session  at 
which  it  was  passed.  On  the  IStfa  of  February,  1838,  this  act 
took  the  form  and  shape  of  law.  The  very  first  section  changed 
altogether  the  altitude  of  the  Stale  to  the  bank.    In  the  origlnal 

'  act,  the  Btate,  beins  amply  indemnified,  agrees  to  stand  as  the 
security  of  the  stoclholders;  in  this  supplemental  act  she  be- 
comes primarily  liable  for  •5,000.000.  In  the  original  act,  no 
individual  but  a  citizen  of  the  State  can  subscribe  and  take 
stock;  in  this  act,  the  State  becomes  a  subscriber  for  stock, 
and,  by  express  repeal,  gives  op  her  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
profits,  her  five  directors,  and  her  accommodation  loa^  of 
$200,000,  and  becomes  a  partner  in  the  banking  adventure.  All 
this  is  done  under  the  talismanic  word  '^supplement,"  without 
submitting  it  in  any  way  to  the  people  !  Now,  it  must  be  ap- 
parent to  the  commonest  uDdersiandiog,  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Leglslatore  to  make  tlie  State  a  subscriber  for 
stock  in  that  bank— to  render  her  liable  for  the  sum  of  tSjOOO,- 
000,  or  anyother  amount— to  change  her  attitude  in  any  respect 
towards  the  stockholders  in  the  bank-4o  enlarge  or  diminish 
her  interest  in  the  bank,  as  it  stood  at  the  passage  of  the  origi- 
nal  charter,  without  submitting  it  to  the  action  of  the  people. 
This  fight  had  been  expiessiy  reserved  to  the  people  in  their 
fundamental  law;  and,  until  they  had  been  cunsulied  in  the 
manner  prescribed,  all  action  by  their  supposed  agents  was 
null  and  void;  and  the  whole  vrorld  were  bound  to  take  notice 
of  it.  These  propositions  are  so  self-evident,  no  man  of  candor 
and  discrimination  will  dispute  them.  The  only  question  re- 
maining is,  Does  the  present  supposed  liability  arise  under  and 
by  virtue  oi  the  supplement? 

It  is  apparent  that  it  docs  so  arise— 1st,  from  the  very  terms 
of  the  mortgagee  for  stock  which  were  drawn  up  by  the  ofllcers 
of  the  bank,  and  which  have  been  recorded  in  almoM  every 
county  of  the  State;  in  which  it  is  set  fonh  that  the  intent  of 
the  mortgage  is  to  secure  the  payment  of  only  $10,500,600;  lea  v- 
ing  •6,000,0)0  (the  sum  already  sold)  lo  be  paid  by  the  State,  by 
virtue  of  Uie  supplemental  act.  &d.  It  is  apparent  from  these 
facts,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  issuance  of  tl\e  five  millions  of 
bonds  now  held  abroad,  there  were  no  subscribers  for  stock; 
that  the  books  of  subscription  had  not  been  kept  open  six 
months,  as  required  by  the  original  charter;  that  no  bonds  for 
stock,  and  no  mortgages  to  secure  them,  had  been  tak^n;  that  no 
directors  had  been  appointed  by  the  Executive  to  examine  and 
pass  upon  the  validity  of  the  mortgages;  and  that  not  a  dollar 
had  been  paid  in  on  a  sinele  share  of  stock :  therefore,  they 
must  have  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  supplemental  act; 
or  else  there  is  more  baseness  in  this  whole  transaction  than 
ever  characterised  any  other  act  of  public  functionaries.  3d. 
It  is  apparent,  from  the  very  terms  of  the  power  of  attorney 
from  the  managers  of  the  bank  to  the  commissioners  who  went 
abroad  to  sell  ^ese  bonds.  This  power  of  attomev,  after  reci- 
ting that  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  Uie  Mississip* 
pi  Union  Bank  had  been  passed  by  one  Legislature,  and,  m 
oonforraity  to  the  constitution,  had  been  published,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  next  succeeding  Legislature,  which  had  passed 
and  confirmed  the  said  original  act;  and  that  the  same  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1838,— 
continues:  "And  whereas  the  said  Legislature  last  above  men- 
tioned passed  an  act  entitled  An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  sabseribers  of  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank, 
whicn  was  approved  by  the  Governor,  February  5th,  1838;  and 
whereas  the  Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi  has,  pursuant 
to  the  proviaions  of  the  said  supplemental  act,  subscribed,  in 

*  behalf  of  the  said  State,  fifty  thousand  shares  of  the  capital 
stock  of  said  bank,  and  has  executed  twenty-five  hundred  bonds 
of  the  said  State  of  Mississippi,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  each,"  &c.  If  truth  can  produce  conviction,  surely 
this  question  is  now  placed  beyond  cavil.  4th.  It  is  self-evi- 
dent, that  the  purchaser  of  the  bonds  had  not  <m\y  constructive, 
but  actual  notice,  that  the  faith  of  the  State  could  not  be  pledged 
under  the  constitution  by  an  act  of  the  liOglslature,  without  a 
confirmation  by  the  people;  that  the  supplemental  act  had  not 
been  confirmea  by  the  people;  and  that  the  bonds  he  purchased 
were  issued  ^'pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  supple* 
mentary  act ! !"— because  this  power  of  attorney  to  the  com- 
missioners is  made  part  and  parcel  of  his  contract  with  them, 
and  it  contains  a  fttllstatement  of  these  facts. 

Mr.  GwiH  contended  that  the  exiriict  read  by 
the  Clerk  from  his  colleagae's  letter  was  the  basis 
npon  which  the  canvass  in  Mississippi,  in  the 
election  of  1841,  was  foanded.  The  question  was 
not,  ''Shall  the  bonds  be  paidV  bat,  "Shall  we 
assame  them  as  the  bonds  of  the  State,  aad  not 
provide  for  their  payment  by  taxes?  or  shall  we 
assert  the  nnconstitntionality  nnder  which  they 
were  issaed,  and  refuse  to  lay  the  tax,  because  it 
was  not  the  debt  ot  the  State?"  He  stated  the 
fact,  that  not  a  dollar  of  the  money  for  which  the 
bonds  were  sold  had  been  received  by  the  State; 
that  ihe  bonds  were  sold  by  agents  of  thebanir,  ap- 
pointed by  authority  of  the  unconstitutional  sup* 
plement— the  money  received  by  the  bank,  and 
used  by  it.  Not  a  dollar  ever  went  into  the  State 
treasury,  or  was  under  the  control  of  a  State  offi- 
cer; and  the  archives  of  the  Stat»  show  no  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  any  such  obligation  as  due  from 
the  State.  He  further  observed,  that  the  State 
authorities  had  offered  no  obstruction  to  the  bond- 
holders, if  they  wished  to  seize  the  assets  of  the 
bank.  In  fact,  they  had  publicly  expressed  a  de- 
sire that  this  course  should  be  adopted. 
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Mr.  G.  said  he  differed  with  the  statement  of 
Governor  McNuit  as  it  regarded  the  worihlcssness 
ot  ihe&e  assets.  He  thought,  if  they  were  properly 
managed  (as  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  be, 
by  the  present  board  of  assignees)  (bat  there 
would  be  a  large  surplus,  after  payitig  the 
circulation,  to  be  applied  to  the  liquidation  ' 
of  those  bonds.  In  addition  to  these  assets,  there 
were  also  the  mortgages  of  the  stockholders  for  ten^ 
millioDs  and  a  half  of  real  estate— some  of  it  the 
best  in  the  State,  and  equal  in  productiveness  to 
any  on  the  face  of  the  globe— which  the  first  legal 
men  in  the  Slate  believed  would  be  held  liable  at 
law  for  the  payment  of  these  bonds.  He  was  no 
lawyer  himself»  and  would  not  trust  his  own 
opinion;  but  the  one  he  now  stated,  had  the  sanc- 
tion of  some  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  bar  in 
this  country.  No  obstruction  had  been  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  bondholders,  who  wished  to  pro- 
ceed to  foreclose  these  mortgages,  and  seize  the 
assets  proper  of  the  bank,  which,  in  the  aggregate, 
exceeded  fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  and  which, 
if  the  property  mortgaged  was  held  liable,  would 
more  than  pay  the  whole  of  the  bonds,  principal 
and  interest.  Thus  those  bonds,  so  much  talked 
of,  were  really  more  likely  to  be  paid  than  the 
bonds  of  those  States  whioh  had  paraded  their  res- 
olutions against  repudiation  before  the  country. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  he  had  alluded  yei^terday  to  the 
course  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  was  reported  to  hav«  pursued,  during  the 
negotiations  at  Ghent,  on  (he  Hubject  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  river  by  British  vessels. 
He  did  not  believe  that  gentleman  was  now  sincere 
in  the  apprehensions  he  had  expres^d.  Blue 
lights  had  been  held  out  to  our  enemies  during  the 
last  war,  to  designate  the  most  exposed  points  of 
our  territory. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  may  be 
pointed  out  as  the  finger-board,  directing  Great 
Britain  to  what  he  deems  our  weakest  point  of  de- 
fence. He  has  declared  that,  in  the  event  of  war, 
or  insurrection  in  the  slave  States,  our  slaves 
would  all  become  free.  The  great  object  of  his 
life  seems  now  to  be,  to  bring  about  this  result;  for 
the  accomplishment  of  which,  the  whole  South  will 
be  drenched  in  blood.  What  more  effectual  as- 
sistance can  he  obtain  in  accomplishing  his  object 
than  the  power  of  Great  Britain  concentrated,  on  his 
suggestion,  at  the  South,  and  sending  her  war 
steamers  into  the  midst  of  the  slave  States  of  the 
Ui^ion?  In  this  emergency,  if  the  States  call  on 
the  Genera]  Government  for  assistance — ^if  the 
enemy  shall  excite  insurrection  among  our  slaves, 
according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  gentleman— they 
are  all  to  become  free;  and  his  great  object  will 
thus  be  accomplished.  Whether  or  not  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
bring  about  this  result,  his  course  en  this  subject 
is  more  likely  to  produce  that  effect  than  any  other 
that  could  be  suggested.  The  alternative  of  war, 
if  the  State  debts  are  not  assumed,  comes  f^om  a 
Representative  on  this  floor,  who  once  held  the 
exalted  station  of  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  will,  at  once,  be  taken  up  and  acted  on  by 
Great  Britain.  It  has  been  contended  that  the  cit- 
izens of  other  countries  cannot  understand  the 
^'metaphysical  distinctions,"  as  the  gentleman 
calls  them,  between  the  Federal  and  State  Con* 
stitutions.  They  will  no  longer  need  authority  on 
this  side  of  the  water  on  this  subject,  after  the 
remarks  delivered  by  that  gentleman  yesterday. 

The  gentleman  entertains  much  horror  at  the 
doctrine  of  State  repudiation  of  debts  which  they 
had  never  contracted;  yet  he  was  the  advocate  of, 
and  voted  for,  the  bankrupt  law,  which  established 
the  most  wholesale  system  of  repudiation  of  honest 
and  undisputed  debts  ever  known  in  this  or  any 
other  country.  According  to  the  gentleman's  theory, 
it  is  disgraceful  for  a  State,  in  defence  of  her  con- 
stitution, to  refuse  to  assume  a  debt  contracted  in 
her  name;  jet  it  is  proper  and  highly  meritorious 
for  citizens  of  that  State — many  or  all — to  repudi- 
ate their  honest  debts,  contracted  in  accordance 
with  the  constitution  and  laws;  in  contracting 
which,  they  acknowledge  they  have  received  full 
value.  He  (Mr.  G.)  would  give  an  instance  in 
point,  to  show  the  practical  operation  of  the  gen- 
tleman's theory  of  bonontble  repudiation  of  ac" 


knowledged  private  debts,  and  dishonorable  tcDo. 
diation  of  unacknowledged  State  debts. 

A  number  of  commercial  houses  in  Liverpool 
and  other  parts  of  Europe,  during  the  gjoriott 
era  of  paper  money  from  1835  to  1840,  created 
agencies  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  for  the  mi. 
pose  of  advancing  upon  the  crops  of  the  planien  ^ 
insure  shipments  to  their  houses.    The  tonMii, 
tion  in  this  line  of  business,  as  in  most  others  wis 
carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  agents  of  the 
houses,  to  secure  the  custom  of  the  planters  id. 
vanced  much  more  than  the  real  value  of  the  cot- 
ton.   The  result  was,  that  those  planters  becaoe 
indebted  to  the  merchants  in  Europe— in  minyia. 
stances,  to  large  amonnttf.    Baring  and  Brothers, 
for  instance,  became  the   holders  of  the  nepaid 
balances  received  in  money  by  the  planters,  over 
and  above  the  price  for  which  their  cotioa  aold. 
Baring  and  Brothers  send  over  these  claioiB  foi 
collection;  the  planters,  having  becomt  ioiolTeu, 
go   into  bankruptcy,  surrendering  assets  to  the 
amount  of  one  cent,  and  thus  pay  their  debts  to 
their  creditors.    This  is  all  honorable  and  pnise- 
worthy,  according  to  the  theory  of  the  gentlemie 
from    Massachusetts.     But    these  same  Bari&p 
hold  some  of  the  bonds  issued  for  the  Union  Bank 
of  Mississippi,  which  the  people  of  the  Sute,  or  i 
large  majority  of  them,  say  were  issued  in  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution  and  laws,  for  which  they 
have  never  received  a  red  cent;  and,  jet,  becaose 
they  do  not  step  forward  and  assume  this  unau- 
thorized debt,  for  which  they  have  got  nothing, 
the  gentleman  says  the  country  is  disgraced  aad 
dishonored. 

Mr.*G.  said  he-could  adduce  even  a  strooger 
case  than  the  foregoing,  which  was  one  of  aetail 
occurrence.  This  celebrated  Union  Bank  itself 
became  a  great  cotton-broker.  It  advanced  Bil- 
lions of  dollars  for  cotton,  at  (he  rate  of  (60 per 
bale  of  400  pounds,  (equal  to  15  cents  a  poood,) 
and  shipped  this  cotton  to  the  Barings,  who  id' 
vanced  the  bank  upon  it  in  money  about  (30  01(35 
per  bale.  The  cotton  was  sold  for  less  ihao  this 
advance,  by  considerably  upwards  of  one  hoDdied 
thousand  dollars,  as  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  been  iofora- 
ed,  and  believed.  The  bank  broke,  and  has  gone 
into  bankruptcy,  and  assigned  its  assets;  jet  there 
is  no  complaint  against  all  this,  and,  aoeordiogto 
the  gentleman's  notion  of  bankruptcy,  ii  is  aU  boa- 
est  and  honorable.  But  the  same  bouse  of  the 
Barings  receives  in  hypothecation,  from  the  Baoko( 
the  United  States,  upon  which  they  loan  said  btik 
money,  certain  bonds,  purporting  to  be  boodiof 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  unacknowledged  bjike 
Slate,  and  f«r  which  she  received  nothing,  so  oHie 
than  she  did  of  the  cotton-advances  totteUaiM 
Bank;  yet,  because  a  migority  of  her  citizens  de- 
clare these  facts,  and  refase  to  impoverish  tbea- 
selves  by  taxation  to  pay  ihosa  bonds,  (bay  are  pro- 
nounced by  the  gentleman  from  Massachisetisaf 
dishonest,  and  that  they  have  disgraced  their  eoaa- 
try.    • 

A  large  amount  of  exchequer  bonds  wai  forged 
not  long  since  in  Great  Britain,  and  passed  iito 
the  hands  of  innocent  holders  before  the  forgery 
was  detected.  That  (jkvemment  has/rpadiated 
them, — yet  we  hear  no  cry  of  disgrace  or  dishonor 
against  that  nation  for  thus  acting.  T\ie  Slate  of 
Mississippi|contends  that,  as  these  bonds  were  issaed 
in  violation  of  her  constitution  and  laws,  the;  are 
no  more  operative  than  if  they  had  been  forged; 
yet  she  is  branded  with  dishonor  and  disgtaee  for 
not  assuming  the  payment  of  them,  because  they 
are  in  the  hands  of  innocent  holders.  Great  Brit* 
ain  has  repudiated  a  part  of  her  national  deb^ 
(which  she  does  not  contend  was  not  paid  to  her,) 
by  taxing  the  income  of  those  who  hold  her  siocb. 
One  individual,  whose  annual  income  from  'a» 
est  on  Gfovernment  stock  was  |100,000,  now,  siKe 
the  passage  of  that  law,  gees  but  f80,000  cietf 
from  the  same  debt;  yet  no  censure  is  cast  b;  oar 
moralists  here  upon  that  nauon,  for  thus  repodi' 
ating  an  acknowledged  debt;  while  Mississippi  b 
to  be  branded  with  infamy  because  she  refass  to 
tax  her  people  to  pay  an  unacknowledged  debt,aBd 
for  which  she  has  received  nothing.  Wagon-losds 
of  continental  money  issued  during  the  reTolotJoi* 
ary  war,  and  by  the  issuance  of  which  the  States  vere 
enabled  to  achieve  their  independence— coiuiiess 
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obligations  of  the  seveTal  States,  issued  in  variotts 
shapes  ai  ihe  same  time,  and  for  vaiae  received, 
have  been  repndiated;  yet  no  brand  of  national 
dishonor  seems  lo  .  have  attached  to  ns  from  this 
eaose, — yet  Mississippi,  in  refusing  to  acknowledge 
an  nnanthorized  debt,  for  which  she  received  noth- 
ing, has  disgraced  the  nation ! 

Mr.  G.  said  he  coald  cite  cases  tbronghont  the 
wh«le  civilized  world,  of  national  debts  fo/  which 
▼aloe  had  been  received,  being  repudiated,  without 
such  nations  being  branded  with  dishonor;  yet  this 
nation  is  ]prenonneed  dishonored,  because  the  State 
of  Mi^isaippi  refuses  to  acknowied^e  a  debt  never 
iegalljr  or  eonstitutionally  contracted  by  her,  and 
from  which  her  pfeople  received  no  benefit.  Sir, 
aaid  Mr.  G*.,  this  pretended  horror  of  Mississippi 
repudiation  ii  as  hypocritical  as  it  is  insulting. 
The  whole  band  of  stockbrokers,  fttndmonger8,and 
paper-money  robbers,  in  this  country  and  Europe, 
and  their  agents  here,  are  bellowing  about  Missis* 
sippi.-jrepndiation,  to  draw  public  attention  from 
■theur  own  infamous  systems  of  swindling.    Sir, 

aaid  Mr.  G.,  we  have.been  taunted  by  these  men, 
vho  live  upon  the  labor  of  others,  through  the 
machinery  of  the  banking,  credit,  and  paper- money 
systems,  until  even  the  Robespierre  of  the  Harri- 
ett Administration— who  wa»  as  fond  of  cutting  off 
heads  officially,  as  that  monster  was  in  reality— has 
attempted  to  cast  ridicule  upon  his  (Mr.  G.'ft)  col- 
leagae  for  wishing  to  cut  down  the  public  expend- 
itures to  the  receipts  into  the  treasury. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  reminded  his 
(Mr.  G.'s)  colleague  [Mr.  Thompsoh]  that  it  was 
jkox  at  all  necessary  to  retrencb;  for,  if  we  got  in 
debt,  the  new  doctrine  of  repudiation,  would  verj 
soon  relieve  us.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Ga4N0Ba]  intended  to  be  severe  upon  his  (Mr. 
Q.*s)  colleague;  but,  like  the  blind  rattlesnake  in 
August,  ha  sank  his  fangs  into  his  own  politically 
corrupt  body.  The  only  practical  repudiation 
known  in  this  country  during  this  century^  of  ac- 
knowledged, honest, .  and  bmia  fide  debts,  had  no 
more  zealon^ advocate  than  that  gentleman.  None 
of  us  have  forgotten  the  theatrical  valedictory  pre- 
nonnced  by  him  when  this  Honse  was  about  passing 
an  act  to  repeal  the  great  repudiating  bankrupt  law, 
yet  he  has  the  audapity  to  get  np,  in  the  face  of 
this  House,  and  sneer  at  repudiation!  It  wou^d  be 
as  fljprojNM  to  hear  a  prostitute  lecture  about  virtue 
.and  morality.  .He  said  that  this  course  of  attack 
upon  his  State  would  not  be  submitted  to;  and,  if 
gentlemen  travelled  oot  of  the  usual  course  of  de- 
bate to  make  soch  attacks,  they  must  expect  to  be 
answered  in  a  spirit  becoming  the  Rfpresentaiives 
of  a  people  who  feared  not  the  scofis  of  the  cor- 
rupt, or  the  frowns  of  power,  in  asserting  what 
they  believed  to  be  their  grea'.  constitutional  rights. 

The  gentleman  from  Massaebusvtts  had  taken 
the  ground  that  the  Slate  debts  must  be  assumed,  or 
there  would  be  war  with  Great  Britain;  and  he 
pointed  us  to  the  fate  of  China,  as  a  warning  to  us 
to  beware  of  a  contest  with  that  powerful  nation. 
He  (Mr.  G.)  did  not  court  war  with  Great  Britain, 
or  any  other  nation;  but  the  fear  of  such  war 
should  never  operate  upon  him  so  far  as  to  induce 
bim  to  violate  the  Constitution  cf  his  country,  in 
assuming  debts  which  that  iosirument  gave  no 
auihoriiy  to  assume  ox  pay.  When  the  question  of 
war  or  assun>ption  was  presented  to  him,  he  was 
for  war,  as  were  his  constituents.  The  mean,  truck- 
ling spirit  to  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  that  is 
manifesting  itself  in  this  country,  wouM  meet  with 
DO  response  from  the  section  of  the  Union  from 
which  he  came.  Interested  more  deeply  than  any 
State  in  the  Uiiion,  as  Mississippi  is,  in  the  export 
trade  of  the  country,  yet  her  citizens  would  be  the 
first  to  resist  encroachmeat  upon  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  land,  whether  that  resistance  led  to  war 
or  not.  The  &pirit  of  crouching  servility  was  not 
the  proper  one  to  exhibit  to  that  nation.  He,  (Mr. 
G-,)  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
gima,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  would  prefer  slapping  John 


Bull  in  the  face,  than  to  quail  before  his  pov^er,  if 
be  wished  to  have  permanent  peace  with  him. 

It  wa^  a  somewhat  singular  coincidence,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  justified  the  attack  of 
Great  Britain  upon  China,  put  her  in  the  right,  and 
and  China  in  the  wrong;  and  intimates  that  if  we 
do  not  assume  the  State  debts,  and  a  war  should 
be  the  consequence,  we  would  be  in  the  wrong, 
and  England  right—the  cause  of  war  in  the  two 
cases  being  similar.  The  gentleman  appears  to 
be  always  on  the  side  of  the  British  in  his  argu- 
ments, if  he  is  not  so  in  feelmg.  The  gentleman 
made  a  great  many  suppositions  of  what  would 
happen  en  account  of  the  refusal  of  Mississippi  to 
assume  the  payment  of  these  bands.  I  will  meet 
that  portion  of  his  argument,  by  supposing  that 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  should  complain  to  their 
Government  that  they  had  been  defrauded  out  of 
large  sums  due  them  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  an  ex  poet 
fado  law  by  this  GK)vernmeBt,  which  authorized  their 
debtors  in  this  country  to  repudiate  the  debts  con* 
traded  in  good  faith,  and  for  value  received,  before 
Ihe  passage  of  this  law.  The  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  through  its  minister  here,  applies  to  our 
Government  for  indemnify  to  its  citizens  for  losses 
thus  sustained.  Our  President  and  Secretary  of 
State  pay  no  attention  to  the  application.  Great 
Britain  then  resorts  to  that  potent  argument — the 
Paixban  gun— and  sends  a  fleet  of  war  steamers  to 
Boston,  to  demand  the  payment  of  the  English  debts 
repudiated  in  that  city  under  the  bankrupt  law. 
What  is  then  to  be  done?  Why,  according  to  the  ar- 
guments of  the  gentleman  from  MassachnsettF — 
avoid  war  by  aJl  means;  apply  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  assume  these  debts,  and 
get  clear  of  the  danger  ef  the  Paizhan  guns. 
He  (Mr.  G.)  had  less  dread  of  these  Paix- 
han  guns  than  appeared  to  operate  on  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts),  and  could  by  no 
such  argument  give  up  his  opposition  lo  the  as- 
sumption of  Slate  debts.  He  would  not  now 
go  into  that  question,  but  was  prepared,  at 
the  proper  time,  if  necessary,  to  lay  his  views  be- 
fore the  country.  He  had  addressed  the  House  at 
this  time  solely  to  defend  the  State  he  had  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  against  the  charges 
made  against  her  for  the  ground  she  had  taken  inf  e* 
la  lion  to  these  bonds. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  obtained  the  floor, 
and  yielded  it  for  an  explanation  to — 

Mr.  GRANGER,  who  observed  that  he  had  not 
sought  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  the 
very  refined  and  polished  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missi5sippl,  [Mr.  Gwin,]  so  far  as  related  to 
himself  personally;  but  he  bad  listened  to  there* 
marks  of  the  gentleman,  and  to  the  paper  just  read 
at  the  table,  and  be  had  a  word  to  say  about  Mis 
sissippi  morality  as  that  gentleman  taught  it.  Why, 
what  was  the  case,  as  the  gentleman  made  it?  It 
was,  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  incorporated  a 
bank  with  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  capital;  and 
then  went  on  to  enact,  by  a  Legislature  composed 
of  a  majority  of  the  political  friends  of  that  gentle- 
man, and  who  now  held  the  same  moral  doctrines 
'declared  by  this  same  Governor  McNutt,  that  the 
Governor  should  subscribe,  in  the  name  of  the  Slate, 
for  one-third  of  the  stock.  The  stock  was  sub- 
scribed for,  and  the  bonds  to  pay  for  it  were  signed, 
and  put  in  the  market,  and  sold  at  par  value.  The 
money  was  received  for  them,  and  constiiutetl  part 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank.  He  would  call  on  the 
gentleman  to  say  whether  there  was  another  stock- 
holder to  this  bank. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  there  wa^^;  and  that  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  tea  millions  were  given  for  the 
balance  of  the  stock,  and  recorded  in  every  county 
in  the  State. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  that  these  bonds  had  been 
repudiated. 

Mr.  GWIN  denied  that  they  had  been,  and  said 
that  they  were  well  !«cured,  and  could  be  collected. 

Mr.  GRANGER  contended  tbyit  every  dollar  of 


the  capital  of  this  bank  consisted  of  the  money  de- 
rived from  the  sale  of  these  State  bonds,  whidi 
was  all  paid  into  the  bank;  and  when  it  became  in- 
convenient to  pay  them,  the  gentleman  found  out 
that  it  was  unconstitutional.  He  (iame  not  here  to 
speak  wiih  disrespect  of  any  man  who  had  been, 
elevated  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  a  State;  but  be 
must  say  that,  after  these  bonds  were  signed«»-4tftcr 
the  funds  were  received  for  them— it  was  only  neces« 
sary  to  turn  to  that  letter  of  Governor  McNutt  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  only  when  pay- 
day came,  that  he  started  back  in  holy  horror  front 
the  debt.  He  would  go  further..  If  he  mistook 
not,  there  was  a  large  amount  of  bonds  out,  con« 
siituting  the  capital  of  the  Planters'  Bank  of 
Mississippi.  Tnese  bonds,  the  nature  of  which 
must  be  known  to  the  gentleman  from  If  iuissippi 
and  his  colleague,  had  not  yet  been  repudiated.  He 
asked  the  gentleman  to  state,  in  his  place.  Ins 
opinion  whether  these  bonds  should  or  should  not 
be  paid. 

Mr.  GWIN,  in  reply  to  the  question  of  the  gen- 
tleman, would  say  that  all  of  the  candidates  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  Mississippi,  during  the  contest 
in  1841,  had  declared  themselves  against  repudiat- 
ing these  bonds.  After  the  exhaustion  of  the  as- 
sets of  the  Planters'  and  Railroad  Banks,  that  were 
properly  applicable  to  the  payment  of  these  bends, 
they  declared  their  willingness  to  meet  their  oppo« 
nents  in  providing  means  to  pay  any  balance  of  these 
bonds  that  should  remain  up  paid';  but  the  party  op- 
posed to  the  Democrats  in  the  State  had,  in  the 
last  election,  refused  to  pledge  themselves  to  lay  a 
tax  lo  pay  these  bonds.  The  Legislature  of  the 
State,  at  several  sessions,  hadnttempted  to  put  the 
Planters'  and  Railroad  Banks  in  liquidation,  to  ap- 
ply the  assets  to  the  payment  of  the^  bonds;  but 
had  been  met  with  obstacles,  on  account  of  the  sup- 
posed chartered  rights  of  the  banks;  which  had 
caused  the  failure  of  the  application  of  tt^ese  assets 
to  this  purpose.  The  Senate  of  Mississippi,  at  the 
time,  composed  of  a  majorty  of  Democrats,  had 
declared,  unanimously,  that  these  bonds  were  the 
bonds  of  tbe  State — the  present  GK>vemor  of  the 
State  being  a  member  of  the  Senate  at  the  time. 

Mr.  GRANGER  inquired  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  to  be  in 
favor  of  repudiating  the  bonds  of  the  Planters* 
Bank  of  Mississippi? 

Mr.  GWIN  denied  that  he  was,  or  ever  had 
been,  in  favor  of  repudiating  those  bonds. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  not  misUke  the 
signs  of  tbe  times;  if  might  not  be  unimportant  to 
know  and  remember  what  the  opiniona  of  the 
gentleman  were  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  WISE,  (in  a  firm  tone,  to  the  friends  aroond 
hho.)  What  does  he  mean,  by  its  being  important 
to  know  that? 

Mr.  GRANGER  hoped  the  Honse  and  the 
country  would  remember  that^declaration  of  opin- 
ion. The  gentleman  had  aaid  that  he  was  in  £avor 
of  paying  the  bonds  of  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mis- 
sissippi; and  he  (Mr.  G.)  hoped  they  should  see 
no  repudiation  of  those  bonds.  He  hoped,  too, 
that  gentleman's  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son] would  be  of  the  same  way  of  thinking. 

Now  about  the  Union  Bank  bonds.  He  there  de- 
clared, in  his  place,  what  the  gentleman  front 
Mississippi  him^self  would  not«  and  could  not,  con- 
tradict. The  law  granting  the  power,  and  directing 
the  subscription  for  the  stock  of  the  tjnion  Bank  of 
Mississippi,  was  passed  by  a  Legislature,  a  majort* 
ty  of  whom  were  all  your  hard-money  and  hard- 
currency  men — your  men  who  read  to  the  rest  of 
the  nation  such  elegant  lessons  on  bank  profligacy 
and  bank  corruption.  Now,  was  there  a  prettier 
specimen  of  it  than  in  the  Union  Bank,  which  went 
into  operation  on  the  money  raised  by  the  sale  of 
those  bonds?  He  had  no  sympathy  with  the  specu- 
lators, who  stood  in  the  markets  to  run  down  the 
credit  of  the  States,  that  they  might  buy  their 
bonds  below  par;  but,  in  this  ease,  every  dollar  of 
the  f  5,000,000  raised  by  the  sale  of  these  bond; 
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went  into  that  bank,  and  it  was  the  only  money 
raised  for  the  operations  of  the  Union  Bank — a 
bank  whose  stock  was  subscribed  for  by  a  hard* 
money  Grovernor,  under  a  law  passed  by  a  hard- 
money  Legislature.  % 

Mr.  QWIN  said,  as  the  gentleman  appeared  to 
understand  the  political  complexion  of  that  Legis- 
latnre  very  well,  he  won  Id  ask  him  if  the  Whig 
Senator  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  from  that 
State,  was  not  elected  by  that  Legislature? 

Mr.  GRANGER  aaid  he  knew  it  was  so;  for, 
after  the  passage  of  that  law  by  a  Legislature 
which  had  a  hard*money  majority,  there  was  such 
a  storm  raised  that  many  of  the  members  resigned, 
and  a  Whig  majority  was  left. 

He  then  went  on  to  allude  to  some  epithets 
which  be  said  bad  been  used  towards  him  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  and  said  he  should 
notice  arguments,  and  not  epithets  He  then  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  if  he  was  pre- 
pared to  rise  in  this  hall,  and  say  ibat  the  Union 
Bank  of  that  Siate  ever  issued  a  dollar  upon  any 
funds  but  those  she  raised  by  ihe  sale  of  these  fife 
millions  of  bonds)  And  whether  be  was  in  favor  of 
laying  a  tax  to  raise  a  single  dollar  fcr  the  repay- 
ment of  them?  He  (Mr.  G. )  had  noihiog  more  to  say 
on  this  subject,  than  to  drclare  that  he  siood  there 
ready  to  verify  ef  ery  assertion  he  had  made. 

But  one  word  on  the  sabject  of  State  debts,  and 
the  remarks  which  the  gentleman  from  Massacbu- 
setts  [Mr.  Adams]  made  yesterday.  He  [Mr. 
GaiHOBR]  did  not  agree  with  that  gentleman  in 
many  of  the  positions  which  he  assumed;  and  on  one 
he  agreed  most  fully  with  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sisippi  [Mr.  Gwm.]  And  when  foreign  stockhold- 
ers came  here,  ana  »aid  tbey  knew  not  abroad 
that  there  was  any  difference  between  the  stock  of 
the  different  States  of  this  Union,  and  that  tbey  had 
been  deceived  in  advancing  their  money,  believiog 
that  the  faith  of  the  General  Government  was 
pledged  for  its  repayment,  he  would,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi,  turn  to  ihem  and  say. 
Why  was  it,  then,  that  you  bought  Illinois  bonds  at 
40  cents,  and  other  State  bouds  for  30  cents — some 
even  for  15  cents— -New  York  6's  for  80  and  90 
•v4%nts,  and  Massachusetts  at  par?  For  he  did  not 
come  there  to  glorify  his  own  Stale,  but  to  state 
the  facts  as  they  stood.  Yev,  when  a  foreign  bond- 
holder came  to  boy  State  bonds,  and  said  he  con- 
sidered ibat  tbey  were  all  guarantied  by  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  Government,  he  [Mr.  Grangsr] 
would  tell  him  that  his  own  actions  proved  that  he 
knew  to  the  contrary. 

Another  word  on  this  subject.  It  was  a  pity — 
a  grievous  pity^-wbatever  some  gentlemen  might 
think  of  it,  as  connected  with  this  whole  subject, 
that  the  land  bill  of  1832,  or  1833,  or  whatever  the 
year  was,  did  not  become  a  law. 

If  that  land  bill  had  become  a  law  of  the  land, 
and  the  distribution  had  taken  place  amongst  the 
States,  they  might  not  have  been  driven  to  re- 
pudiation. And  if  the  surplus  funds  of  1835  and 
1836  had  been  divided  out  among  the  Stales  in 
the  proportion  in  which  they  were  entitUd  to  it, 
they  would  never  have  seen  what  they  had  seen. 
And  he  there  told  the  gentlemen  who  heard  him, 
that  there  was  not  a  S*ate  of  the  Union — unless  it 
was  not  already  determined  to  repudiate— that 
would  not  call  upon  them  in  some  form  or  other 
— either  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
W.  C.  JoHNSOK,]  or  some  other — to  make  the 
common  property  o(  Ihe  nation  t>e  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  States. 

He  regretted  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Adams]  say  that  British  steamers 
coo  Id  go  to  Mississippi  and  conquer  that  State. 
He  differed  from  him  entirely  on  that  subject,  al- 
though he  had  never  seen  in  that  gentleman  any  > 
thing  that  looked  like  favoring  the  British.  He 
had  watched  that  gentleman's  course  towards  Great 
Britain  closely,  through  his  whole  life;  and  though 
be  thought  th*  gentleman  from  Massaehu^etis 
would  do  justice  to  all  nations,  he  bad  often  seen 
that  the.revolutionary  blood  which  was  in  his  veins, 
and  the  veins  of  his  sire,  rose  up;  and  on  any  ques- 
tion of  doubt  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  that 
gentleman  was  made  what  had  been  called  a  pretty 
**gcod  hater.'*  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aeits  wgs  the  last  man  |tgaii|st  whom  a  Obarge 


should  be  brought  of  favoring  the  British,  though 
he  (Mr.  GaAHoaa)  did  not  agree  with  him  that  the 
steaotf  rs  of  Great  Britain  could  go  up  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  valley  of  the  Mississippi  alone  was 
competent  to  protect  her.  He  was,  however,  a  lit- 
tle surprised  Ihe  other  ^y,  and  more  surprised 
now,  that  some  indignation  had  not  been  expressed 
in  relation  to  some  remarks  of  another  gentleman 
on  this  floor.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
charged  almost  treason  to  his  country  on  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  for  intimating  that 
British  steamers  could  conquer  the  single  State  of 
Mississippi;  and  yet  an  eloquent  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  on  the  navy  appropriation  bill  the 
other  day,  told  them  that  British  steamerF  could  go 
up  the  Mississippi,  and  lay  waste,  not  only  one,  but 
every  State  bordering  on  that  river;  and  they  then 
heard  no  charge  from  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, nor  had  they  now  heard  any  charge  against 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina — no,  not  a  word. 
After  a  few  other  observations,  he  resumed  his 
seat. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  ADAMS  obtained  permission  to  correct  an 
error  into  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  fallen.  He  denied  that  he  had  said  British 
steamers  sould  go  up  the  Mississippi,  and  conquer 
that  State;  but  he  had  supposed  a  cate,  and  in- 
quired what  this  Government  would  do  under  such 
circumstances. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  accused  him  (Mr.  G.)  with  applying  epithets 
to  him.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had  applied  but  one  epithet 
to  the  gentleman.  It  was,  that  he  was  the  Robes- 
pierre of  the  Harrison  administration,  and  was  as 
fond  of  cutting  off  heads  officially,  as  that  monstar 
bad  been  in  reality.  He  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, declared  in  his  place — and  with  a  self-satis- 
fied air  that  cannot  be  forgotten— that  he  had  de- 
capitated I,700*postmaster8. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  not  object  to  that 
at  all.    It  was  fair  and  legitimate. 

Mr.  GWIN  a^ked  to  what,  then,  did  the  gentle- 
man allude?  It  was  the  only  epithet  he  had  used 
in  connexion  with  the  gentleman^  eame;  and,  as 
the  gentleman  had  remarked,  he  thought  it  per- 
fectly legitimate.  The  observations  addressed  to 
the  House  a  few  days  ago,  by  that  gentleman,  in 
reply  to  his  (Mr.  G.*«)  colleague,  who  bad  con- 
tended for  bringing  down  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  to  the  national  receipts,  were  intended 
to  refl?ct  upon  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  posi- 
tion she  had  taken  in  relation  to  the  Union  Bank 
bonds.  He  (Mr.  G.)  thought  that  the  gentleman^ 
doctrine  of  private  repudiation,  by  ex  poH  fteto 
laws,  was  more  odious  than  what  was  charged 
upon  Mississippi,  if  the  charge  were  true;  and  he 
used  the  expression  that,  like  the  rattleynake,  he 
had  sunk  his  fangs  into  bis  own  politically-corrupt 
body,  instead  of  wounding  his  colleague.  Did  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  object  to  this  expres- 
sion, in  this  connexion) 

Mr.  G.  said  that  he  would  not  trespass  on  the 
courtesy  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who 
had  yielded  him  the  floor,  so  long  as  to  go  into  an 
argument  to  disprove  all  the  positions  taken  by  the 
g»ntl«>mao  from  New  York  in  regard  to  the  Union 
Bank  bonds — not  one  of  which  yas  tenable — which 
held  the  Siate  liable  for  these  bunds.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  impartial 
man,  here  or  elsewhere,  that  there  was  neither  le- 
gal nor  constitutional  liability  on  the  State  to  pay 
these  bonds;  and  he  was  willing  to  a^ide  the  de- 
cision of  the  country  as  to  whether  a  moral  obli- 
gation rested,  where  there  was  none  conititnt  ion  al- 
ly or  legally.  He  would  remark,  that  the  Legis- 
lature that  chartered  this  bank  had  been  character- 
ized as  a  hard- money  Legislatnxe  by  Ihe  gentleman 
from  New  York;^ui  he  omitted  to  state  that  near- 
ly every  Whig  in  it  voted  for  the  bank  and  supple- 
ment— that  the  Whig  party  in  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  went  almost  en  moiM  for  all  the  bank 
charters  that  had  been  passed;  and  that  party 
had  the  management  of  all  the  banks  after  (hey 
went  into  operation,  and  had  led  them  to  bankrupt- 


cy ;  as  ibe  same  party  had  the  United  States  iniu 
short  rule  since  the  4th  of  March,  1841.      * 

The  subject  then  went  over,  Mr.  W.  C.  Joaaioi 
ha?ing  the  floor  for  the  morning  hoar  on  Mondif 
WEST  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  LEVY  called  for  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  inhabitaau  of 
West  Florida;  which  was  taken  up,  and  Mr 
LEVY  entered  into  some  explanatory  atateiaenti 
respecting  the  position  which  the  question  had  •!> 
sumed* 

Mr.  ADAMS  also  explained. 

Mr.  LEVY  then  addressed  the  House  at  length 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  fromBtU 
sachubetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  and  in  fa?or  of  themi. 
lice  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  ADAMS  addressed  the  Home  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Lbvt,  and  concluded  with  moving  to  lay  (he 
bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEVY  said  he  was  very  desirous  to  ay  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Miasa. 
chusetts,  and  for  that  purpose  entreated  him  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  do  so,  but  called  for  ihi 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  aad  the  nh 
tion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived— yeas  73, 
nays  77. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  oa  the 
table. 

The  question  recuriiog  upon  the  motion  to  r* 
commit  the  bill, 

.  Mr.  S.  J.  ANDREWS  moved  the  preview 
question;  which  was  seconded,  and  the  mm 
question  ordered  to  be  now  put.  The  effect  of  thii 
motion  was  to  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  Bp> 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

On  taking  the  question,  the  result  was  thi  i» 
jection  of  the  bill  by  a  vote  of  ayes  36,  to  noes  ui 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  obtained  the 
floor;  but, 

Mr.  LEVY  said  he  rose  to  a  privileged  qafstita. 
He  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  had  been  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order, 
as  coming  from  a  Delegate,  wlio  had  no  vote,  lod 
therefore  could  not  have  voted  with  the  majority, 
wb'ch  circumstance  alone  entitled  a  genilemtB  to 
move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that,  in  order  to  enabfe  the 
Delegate  to  get  in  his  remarks,  be  would  himself 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Mr.  LEVY  then  took  the  floor,  and,  after  rom 
interruption,  caused  by  questions  of  order  ud 
motions  to  adjourn,  addressed  the  House  in  cos- 
tinuation  of  the  remarks  naade  by  him  to-day,  and 
the  conclusion  of  which  was  prevented  by  the  ex- 
piration of  his  hour. 

Mr.  LEVY  concluded  by  moving  tbepreriota 
question. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  lay  the  inctfon  oa 
the  table,  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  oflTered  the  folV>wiiig 

resolution,  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  CommlUeeon  lodiao  ASain4wnira  ud 
nport  to  this  House  what  amount  of  ezprndltnre  baiMBini' 
properly  ctiarged  to  the  approprhuioo  of  July.  1836,  andm 
amount  of  expenditure  lias  been  improfMrlycnargedlitMap- 

f>ropriaiion  of  ISSS— which  appfopiiatiooa  were  for  cuntif 
nto  effect  the  Cherolcee  treaty  of  183fr-*6:  and  that  Mid  coa- 
mittee  have  power  to  send  for  peraona  and  papen. 

Several  resolutions  of  inquiry  wen  then  pn* 
sented  and  adopted,  and 
The  House  adjoarned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Monday^  February  13,  1843. 
Mr.  BARROW  presented  a  memorial  nnmerotii' 
ly  signed  by  practical  engineers,  and  9,000  ciiixw 
ofCincinnati,  Ohio,  complaining  of  theoperatioosof  . 
the  steamboat  law  of  1838,  and  pointing  out  itcd*' 
fects  as  regards  the  mode  of  inspecting  and  testisg 
steamboat  boilers.  Mr.  B.  said  the  memorial  wis 
drawn  up  with  great  ability,  and  pointed  out  tbe 
defects  of  that  law  in  a  clear  and  satisfactory  maa- 
ner.  He  said  the  subject  was  then  before  theotbff 
House;  and  the  motion  he  would  submit  in  rrlatioa 
to  the  memorial  there  would  have  been  differrat 
if  he  did  not  know  that  the  subject  was  before  the 
other  branch  of  Congress.    He  then  mored  idrt 
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the  memorial  be  referred  to  ibe  OommUlee  on 
Commerce,  and  be  printed.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  presented  joint  reeolntions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Lesislainre  of  North  Carolina,  declara- 
tory of  the  rif  ht  of  that  body  to  instroct  the  Sena- 
tors from  that  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States;  denying  the  right  of  Congress  to  tax  or  to  give 
protection  to  any  particalar  interest;  declaring  that 
the  tariff  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
was  unjo&t,  nneqnal,  oppressiTely  bardensome  on 
ill  other  branches  of  industry,  for  the  purpo^se 
of  giving  protection  to  the  manufactHriog 
interest,  and,  as  snch,  was  unconstitutional, 
and  dangerous  to  public  liberty;  and  recommending 
that  ii  be  modified  and  brought  dovn  to 
a  reFcnue  standard;  and  resolutions  disapproving 
of  the  bankrupt  law;  in  favor  of  refunding  to 
General  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  on  him  at  New 
Orleans  in  1115;  and  affirming  that  the  veto  power, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  was  a  conscivative 
and  necessary  power,  and  should  not  be  destroyed; 
and  instructing  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the 
Representatives  from  that  State,  to  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  the  principles  of  those  resoluiions.  The 
resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  G.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel 
Mabron,  late  a  captain  in  the  United  States  army, 
praying  for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  EVANS  jpresented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Maine,  asking  that  the  fishing  and 
lumber  interests  may  be  protected  by  the  laying 
of  a  bighar  rate  of  duties  than  was  imposed  by  the 
existing  tariff:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
structing the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  that  Stale,  to  use  their  influence  to 
procure  ibe  passage  of  a  law  to  refund  to  Genera) 
Jackson  the  fine  imposed  on  him  by  Judge  Hall 
of  New  Orleans,  in  181ft.  Mr.  S.  expressed  much 
gratification  at  the  action  of  the  Legislature  of  his 
State  upon  this  subject.  The  resolutions  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHOATE  piesented  a  memorial  from  the 
Boston  Marine  Society,  praying  the  adoption  of 
meaanres  for  preventing  further  injary  to  the  har- 
bor of  Boston  from  the  washings  of  the  islands  in 
the  mouth  of  that  harbor:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CL  also  presented  a  memorial  from  A.  B. 
duinby*  on  the  subject  of  his  invention  for  the  pre- 
vention of  explosiop  of  steam-boilers,  and  praying 
that  the  eiperiments  authorized  to  test  the  inven- 
tions for  that  object  may  be  made  at  Washington, 
instead  of  New  York:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  number  of  merchants  of  Philadelphia  engag^  in 
the  importation  of  goods  from  Germany,  praying 
that,  whilst  Congress  is  fixing  the  currency  value  of 
the  British  pound  sterling,  they  will  at  the 
83me  iixa%  establish  by  law  the  current  value  of 
German  coin  on  the  same  principles:  referred  to 
^he  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  West- 
ern Pennsylvania,  representing  (and  there  was  no 
doubt  of  the  fact)  that  Pennsylvania  was  much 
embarrassed  by  her  exertions  in  the  cause  of  in- 
ternal improvements;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
lieving her,  recommending  an  issue  of  stock  by 
the  United  States,  ba^ed  on  the  credit  of  the  public 
lands,  and  secured  by  the  faith  of  tbe  United  States. 
Also,  a  memorial  from  Pennsylvania  generally, 
and  one  from  citizens  residing  in  Chester  county  m 
that  Stale,  recommending  the  issue  of  |200,000,- 
000  of  stock  by  the  United  States,  for  the  relief  of 
the  States;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commiilee 
on  Finance.    - 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  the 
city  and  coufity  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  Mr. 
Kendall  may  be  restored  to  his  personal  liberty, 
and  that  he  may  be  also  remunerated  for  the  toss 
of  time  and  expenses  incurred  in  defending  him- 
self against  the  suit  which  terminated  in  a  verdict 
for  damages,  in  his  individual  capacity,  for  a 
faithful  di^arge  of  his  official  dattesas  Postmas- 
tej  Qciienil;  referred  to  the  Com^itlee  on  CliMms.  [ 


Mr.  ALLBN  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  residing  on  the  line  of  the  Camber- 
land  road,  Ir  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  route  of  that  road:  ref<.rred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Eliza  Rose,  widow 
of  Jacob  Rose,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  for  a 
pension:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam Williams,  captain  in  the  revolutionary  army 
of  the  United  States,  for  commutation:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  memorial  from  Mont- 
pelier,  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  TOUNG  presented  a  petition  from  283  citi- 
zens  of  Lake  county,  Illinois,  and  Racine  county, 
Wisconsin  Territory,  praying  the  establishment  of 
a  mail  route  from  Libertyville,  in  Lake  county,  Il- 
linois, by  way  of  F.  F.  Mnnson's  and  D.  C.  Bur- 
gess's, to  Burlington,  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin 
Territory;  which,  together  with  the  accompanying 
diagram,  and  the  letter  of  W.  F.  Sbepard,  E.  J^ 
Simmons,  and  F.  F.  Munson,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  numerously 
signed  by  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in 
Wayne  county,  New  York,  asking  Congress  to  in- 
terfere in  the  case  of  Mr.  Kendall,  and  to  restore 
him  to  personal  liberty:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  a  memorial  from  citizeits 
of  Prince  George's  county,  Maryland,  praying  Con- 
gress to  purchase  and  make  free  one  of  tbe  bridges 
across  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  KERR  presented  some  additional  evidence 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  Charles  Dawkins. 

Mr.  MORBHEAD  presented  a  memorial  from 
sachems  and  counsellors  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe 
of  Indians,  residing  in  Wisconsin,  praying  for  in- 
demnity for  a  large  sum  of  money  which  was  ex- 
pended in  endeavoring  to  protect  their  rights  be- 
fore the  Government  of  the  United  Slates:  referred 
to^ibe  Judiciary  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  a  petition  from 
William  Maxwell  of  Illinois,  asking  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  directing  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  his 
farm,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  be  sold— 
no  survey  of  it  having  been  yet  made:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  moUon  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate 
Bie  petition  and  papers  of  Charles  Larabee  for  a 
pension. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Depaitment, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  w|th  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  copies  of  General  Jack- 
aon*8  letter  to  that  department,  dated  Nashville  in 
1815,  and  copies  of  papers  transmitted  by  General 
Jackson,  signed  by  certain  general  officers,  justi- 
fying the  declaration  of  martial  law  at  New  Or- 
leans: laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule: 

Jieaolvedf  That  the  Pnaadent  of  tho  Uoitod  Suues  be  re* 
qa^ed  to  commanicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  commiwion, 
or  letter  of  instruction,  which  may  have  Iwen  given  to 
Daniel  WelNrter,  erq..  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  treat  wiih  Lord 
Aehburlon,  late  special  minister  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  House  bills 
of  the  following  titles: 

An  act  tor  the  relief  of  George  A.  Winslow; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Waldron;  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Chandler. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
BuildiDgs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Skirving. 

Mr.  KERR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  House  entitled  **An  act  to  provide,  in 


certain  cases,  for  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  in- 
fants  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  adve#«ly  to  the  passage  of 
House  bHI  672. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
adversely  to  its  passsge.  House  bill  entitled  **Anact 
for  the  relief  of  W.  Barry,  widow  aoid  administra- 
trix of  Thomas  Barry."  Th^  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  John  Randolph 
Clay,  late  secretary  of  legation  of  the  United 
Slates  to  the  court  of  Vienna. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  joint 
resolution  ^directing  the  transfer  of  the  stock  held 
by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  to  tbe  cities  of  Alexandria,  Georgetown,  and 
WashioKton,  ob  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  several  verbal  amend- 
meot9,  which  were  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate; 
and,  the  amendments  having  been  concurred  in, 

Blr.  KING  remarked  that  he  had  not  had  time 
to  examine  the  amendments  which  had  been  made 
to  the  resolution.  He  desired,  therefore,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  that  opportunity  would  be 
afforded  after  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, if  the  Senator  should  find  anything  objec* 
tionable  in  it. 

The  resolution  was  then  report^  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DA'YTON  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  William  N.  , 

(name  not  heard})  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

BANKRUPT,  LAW.  , 

Mr.  YOUNG  rose  and  gave  notice  that  he 
would,  on  to-morrow,  asjc  the  Senate  to  postpone 
all  the  previous  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  op  the  bankrupt  law.  He  did  this, 
agreeably  to  tbe  eesolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
bis  S  ate  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  that  law.  Sen- 
ators would  all  agree  that  the  session  was  rapidly 
passing  away;  and  if  action  was  not  had  speedily 
on  the  subject,  the  law  could  not  be  repetded  at 
all. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  thought  tbe  Senate  could  hardly 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  a  bill  of  such  mag- 
nitude upon  so  short  a  notice.  It  was  his  pur- 
pose to  a'^k  the  Senate  to  fix  upon  some  day  8ufl|- 
ciently  distant  to  enable  gentlemen  to  come  pre- 
pared to  entertain  the  subject  calmly,  considerately, 
and  understandingly. 

Mr.  YOUNG  observed  that  great  solicitude  was 
fell  by  many  of  the  States,  and  by  the  community 
at  large,  that  the  subject  should  be  acted  upon  this 
session.  He  hoped  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
would  now  call  upon  the  Senate  to  fix  a  day,  or 
name  it  himself. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  day,  or  to-morrow,  he  would  call  upon  the 
Senate  to  fix  a  day. 

Mr-  YOUNG  said  he  was  content  with  the  Sen* 
atoi's  declaration  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  he  had  in- 
tended this  morning  to  speak  privately  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  [Mr.  Bsb* 
RiBN,]  with  a  view  of  pointing  out  to  him  the 
impatience  felt  throughout  the  eouotry  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  was  not  a  day  that  he  did  not  receive 
letters  of  pressing  inquiry — all  anxious  to  have  the 
matter  settled  before  it  is  too  late  to  expect  the 
action  of  Congress  this  session.  Could  not  the 
Senator  now  name  the  day — ^Thursday,  Friday,  or 
Saturday — or  even  Monday?  Let  a  day  be  fix- 
ed, and  let  the  bill  be  disposedof.  For  his  part,  he  did 
not  see  why  it  might  not  be  to-morrow,  for  he  was 
certain  every  one  had  made  up  his  noind  already. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  would  prefer  the  matter  to  be 
left  as  agreed  upon  between  hinmlf  and  the  Sen* 
ator  from  Illinois. 
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RBTBENdHMCNT,  ECONOMY,  AND  QOV- 
BRNMENT  RESOURCES. 

The  resolations  introdaced  on  Taesdajr  last  by 
Mr.  McDuPFiXy  on  the  proprieiy  of  adopting  meas- 
ares  to  revive  commerce,  replenish  the  impov- 
erished  excheqaer,  and  to  arresr  the  accamulation 
of  pnblic  debt,  by  reducing  the  taiiff  of  the  last  ses- 
sion  to  a  r^Tenne  standard^  and  by  practising  a  ri- 
gid system  of  reirenchmeni, economy,  and  accoant- 
abilify,  came  up  for  consideration^ 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  addressed  the  S<^nate  for 
abont  two  hoars,  tracing  the  condition  of  the  conn* 
try  to  its  true  foundation,  and  pointing  oat  the  ne- 
cessity of  retrariog  those  steps  by  which  the  Gov- 
ernmeoi  had  been  led  astray,  throa?h  unwise  and 
improvident  legislation.  Mr.  McD.'s  speech  (of 
which  a  fall  report  is  in  preparation)  was  distin- 
gaished  for  its  eloquence  and  comprehensive  range 
of  policy.  He  took  a  bold  and  uncompromi&ing 
stand  upon  the  three  main  propositions  of  his  resolu- 
tions: that  'the  present  distress  of  the  country  was 
due  to  the  system  which  bad  overflowed  the  treasn* 
ly  at  the  expense  of  commerce,  and  had  superin- 
duced a  state  of  things  which  necessarily  led  to  an 
inflated  cnrreocy,  enormous  expansions  of  the  cur- 
rency, extended  credits,  wild  speculations,  divas- 
trous  disappointment,  and,  in  time,  consequent 
bank  contractions,  revulsions,  prostration,  and  ruin. 
Either  in  perfect  ignorance  of,  or  wilfully  blind  to, 
the  trae  sources  of  the  evils,  which  exist,  a  tariff  bill 
had  been  passed  last  peesion,  the  sure  effects  of 
which  have  been  the  decaying  and  crippled  state  of 
commerce,  which  rendered  it  otter  iy  inrapable  of 
longer  sastainiog  the  Government. 

With  an  impoverished  and*  exhausted  treasury, 
and  a  national  debt  rapidly  aocumnlatiog,  the  Gk>v- 
erament  had  adopted  the  snicidal  policy  of  putiing 
shackles  on  that  commerce  which  had  been  its  sole 
support  for  the  fifty  years  of  its  existence,  had  car- 
ried  the  country  triumphantly  through  two  exhaust- 
ing wars,  had  subsequently  paiJ  off  an  enormous 
national  debt,  and  iheh  been  forced  to  swell  the 
pablic  coffers  to  repletion.  It  was  absurd  to  hope 
for  any  relief  for  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try from  attempts  to  regulate  the  currency  and  ex- 
changes. These  were  things  which  would  best  reg- 
niate  themselves,  by  bfeing  left  to  work  out  their 
own  care.  Gentlemen,  to  relieve  the  country, 
must  retrace  their  steps,  and  remove  from  com- 
merce the  f  hackles  they  had  so  unwisely  and  im- 
providently  imposed  upon  iij  they  must  revise 
I  heir  tariff  law,  and  bring  down  duties  to  a  reve- 
nue standard;  they  must  abandon  their  narrow- 
dglMed  policy  of  protecting  special  interests,  at  the 
e&pense  of  other  interests  of  incalcnlably  more  im- 
portance; and  they  must  economize  and  retrench 
the  expenditnres  of  the  Government. 

On  each  of  these  pomts  Mr.  McD.  expatiated 
with  great  eloquence  and  ability;  sustaining  his 
views  by  arguments  no  less  cogent  and  statesman- 
like than  original. 

On  the  suggestion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  resola- 
tions  were  parsed  over  informally  till  to-morrow. 

Qn  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  the  previons  orders 
ofjihe  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up, 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  entitled  *'An 
act  aathoiizing  the  President  uf  the  United  States 
to  issue  to  the  heirs  of  John  Campbell  a  patent  for 
the  remainder  of  a  private  land  claim  at  Prairie  da 
Cbien,in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.'* 

There  being  no  amendment  proposed,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grof  sed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  KERR,  from  the  Jodiciary  Comtsittee,  re- 
ported back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  en  titled  *'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Gorbam  A.  Worth,  one  of  ihc 
sureties  <  f  Samuel  Edmunds,  deceased  " 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  were  posiponcd,  and  the 
Senate  took  np  for  consideration  a«?  in  comminrc 
of  (he  whole,  House  bill  eniiiled  "An  act  to  su- 
thorize  the  entolment  or  register  ofihe  brii>:  Nuc.va 
GJrenada."  There  being  no  amendment  proprsed, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and,  according  to 
ofdef,  read  the  third  lime,  and  pas.'^ed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  Franklin  Whit- 
ne)  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers 
from  the  dies  of  the  Senate, 


On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  peti- 
tion and  papers  of  William  Evans. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  QRAHAM,  the  prerioos  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  ap,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  from  the  Honse 
for  the  relief  of  W.  W.  Street;  which  was  consid- 
ered, reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the  diird  time, 
and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  disiribntion  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Census  returnee  and  Compendium 
of  the  Sixth  Census,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs. 
HENDERSON  and  KING  in  opposition  to  its 
passage,  and  by  Mr.  TAPPAN  in  its  favor,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  the  previcus  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up,  as  in 
commiitee  of  the  whole,  the  Senate  bill  to  grant  a 
tract  of  land  to  Villenenve  LeBIanc,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  benefit  derived  to  the  public  lands  from 
his  services  to  damming  ap  the  mouth  of  False 
river. 

Mr.  BARROW  and  Mr.  HENDERSON  de- 
fended the  bill,  on  the  fcround  of  services  rendered 
to  the  United  States.  They  stated  that  the  exer- 
tions of  this  individnal  had  reclaimed  to  the  United 
States  nearly  500.000  acres  of  land;  and  that,  not- 
withstanding his  exertions  were  to  benefit  his  own 
property,  by  damming  this  river,  and  that  he  had  no 
iigal  claims  against  the  United  Slates,  yet  they 
thought  it  but  just  that  he  shonld  be  remunerated 
with  1,000  acres  of  the  land  reclaimed,  for  his 
trouble  and  great  expense  in  making  the  dam 
which  had  reclaimed  it. 

Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  KING  opposed  the 
passRge  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  th^t  there  was  no 
legal  claim;  that  the  individual  had  performed  the 
work  for  his  own  private  benefit,  without  the  aa- 
thoriiy  of  the  United  States — withont  regard  to  the 
benefit  or  injury  to  its  property;  and  the  principle 
involved  was  a  new  and  dangeroas  one. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  rejected p 
on  yeas  and  nays—yeas  11,  nays  19. 

On  mction  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoMDiT,  February  13, 1643. 

Mr.  FORNANCE  presented  the  petition  of  G«o. 
Richards,  William  Vangezer,  and  19  others,  citi- 
zens of  Potistown,  Montgomery  coonty,  Pennsyl- 
vania, asking  for  the  distribation  of  $900,000,000 
national  stock. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  C.81emmer,J.R.  Weeks, 
and  35  others,  citizens  of  Potistown,  Montgonoiery 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Gongrest  to  restore 
to  Amos  Kendall  his  personal  liberty,  and  remo- 
nerate  him  for  the  loss  sustained  by  several  aaits 
recently  brought  against  him. 

Mr.  CHARLES  A.  FLOYD  presented  a  peti. 
tion  that  Grt^enport,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Mew 
York,  be  made  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  DODQE  of  Wisconsin  presented  the  petition 
of  James  B.  Estis,  of  Iowa  connty.  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  for  remuneration  for 
propertv  destroyed  and  servieesrendered  the  United 
States  during  the  war  with  .the  Sac  Indians,  in  the 
year  1832. 

Mr.  BURKE  presented  the  petitions  of  Susanna 
Vmion,  Poiiy  Chase,  Elizabeth  Hall,  Submit 
Roberts,  Isabel  Bogbee,  Mary  Wood,  Marcy 
Bemis,  and  Lydia  Sanders,  praying  to  be  placed  on 
ihe  roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners:  referred  Jo  the 
Committee  on  Revduiinnary  Pensions. 

Mr  HASTINGS  presented  Ihe  memorial  of  103 
fai'mers  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  arcing  Con- 
gress to  equalizv*  ibe  tariff,  and  in  just  reference  to 
their  Maples  of  wool  and  hides. 

Also,  (he  memorial  of  63  farmers  of  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  35  farmers  of  Columbiana 
couDty,  Ohio,  on  ihe  same  subject 

Mr.  CHARLES  J.  INGBRSOLL  presented  the 
resolutions  of  the  Lrgislature  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  favor  of  refanding  to  General  Jackson 
the  fine  imposed  on  him  by  Judge  Hall  in  1815; 


which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MOORE  rose  and  said  he  was  about  to 
move  a  resolution,  which  be  hoped  would  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  his  brother  Whigs  of  the  House. 
It  was,  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding 
with  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of  General  Jack- 
son *s  fine. 

Mr.  READ  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  By  the 
S3J  rule,  this  was  one  of  the  days  assigned  for  the 
reception  ( f  resolutions  from  the  several  S  ates, 
without  debate;  and  he  called  upon  the  Speaker  to 
enforce  that  rule.  He  had  business  of  importance 
belonging  to  his  State,  which  he  had  for  a  long  time 
been  waitint;  in  yain  to  present. 

Mr.  CU8HING  aeked  if  this  was  not  the  day  u- 
signed  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commercial  treaties,  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  KcMNsnT  ] 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  he  was  right  in  the  construction 
he  had  given  to  the  rule;  but  'the  bill  reported  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  been  made  the  sp^ 
cial  order  for  tG-day,  and  could  not  be  set  aside  bat 
by  general  consent. 

Mr.  READ  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.  He  made  this  appeal  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing heard  once  in  the  course  of  the  session.  He 
had  not,  since  he  had  been  here,  been  able  to  get  die 
floor  for  five  minutes. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  appeal  was  not 
debatable,  and  pat  the  question  to  the  Hoosei  which 
was  decided  by  sustaining  the  decision. 

Mr  HOPKINS  hoped  that,  by  general  consent, 
the  House  would,  before  proceeding  to  the  regular 
order,  take  up  and  refer  the  bills  from  the  Senate; 
which  being  agreed  to,  the  following  weresererally 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  appropriate  committees: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William 
Fisher. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  employment  of  private 
expresses  on  the  mail  routes,  and  for  the  prevention 
of  frauds  on  the  Post  OiBce;  and 

The  bill  in  relation  to  the  two  per  cent,  fund  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi^ 

DOMESTIC  HEMP. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House,  with  the 
amendments  cf  the  Senate  thereto,  to  establish  agen- 
cies for  the  purchase  of  American  water-rotted 
hemp,  was  taken  up;  the  question  being'  on  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  being  read,  Mr.  SBUTH  of 
Virginia  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ments on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decided  ia 
the  negative— yeas  63,  nays  136. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moved  the  previous 
question,  and  it  was  sustained  by  the  House;  and 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  concurred  in. 

COMET  AND  ENCOMIUM. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  i^lief  of 
William  Selden,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  question  of  concurring  in  ihe  ameifldmeai  of 
the  Senate.  This  bill  was  originally  entitled  "A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  claimants  to  indemnities  r^ 
ceived  from  the  British  Government  for  the  loss  of 
slaves  frera  on  board  the  Comet  and  Enconodumat 
Nassau,  Bahamas.*' 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained;  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  was  negatived,  and  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  concurred  in* 
for  the  purpose  of  ofiTf  ring  some  observations  there- 
on. He  then  proceeded  with  some  remarks  in  op- 
position to  ihc  hill. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS'S  boor  having  expired— 

Mr.  CUSHING  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  this 
bill,  had  made  allusion  to  himself,  among  others, 
when  speaking  of  the  resolution  in  consequence  of 
which  the  vote  cai^tirg  censure  on  him  was  passed; 
and  he  had  not  only  travelled  out  of  the  issue  in- 
volved in  it,  but,  throughout  the  whole  of  his  r^ 
marks,  had  indulged  in  that  exaggeration  of  laa- 
gnage  which  was  to  be  anticipated  from  a  person 
whose  mind  was  governed  by  this  one  idea,  and 
was^  therefore,  incapable  of  eniering  iato  ihe  e}e- 


aai 


rrMfi^fTtiV.rt  I  nil  A   rn' 


COtfGRESStONAL  GLOfifi. 


«tt 


^•a 


acMB  of  tbe  qftcMtoa  before  liie  Hoase.  What 
was  that  qnestionl  A  bill  had  passed  ths  Iluuse 
for  the  parpoee  of  paying  to  certain  ri*izeos  of  the 
United  Statee  a  turn  of  moaey,  lyii  g  in  the  fre asary , 
to  whieb  tbey  were  justly  eutliled  Ibat  biHhaving 
been  amended  in  the  Aeoaie,  came  back  to  ih^ 
Honae  in  the  ordinary  course  of  basinest;  andbav- 
iDf  ,  in  like  manner,  been  referred  to  ihe  Commit- 
tee 9f  Ways  and  Means,  it  was  reported  back,  as 
anaended,  to  the  Hoose.  Exception  was  then 
raised  to  the  bill  by  the  gentleman  Irom  Ohio,  who 
took  tbe  ground,  that  whoerer  vottd  (or  it  would  be 
gnjlty  of  a  ▼iolation  of  the  Constito  i  >n,  and  of 
aeryility  in  submitting  to  thedictationot  tbe  South. 
Be  denied  the  correctness  of  the  ground  thus  as- 
named  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  It  they  went 
behind  the  bill,  what  was  the  state  of  the  case  pre- 
sented to  them)  Certain  citizens  of  tbe  United 
States  complained  that  injury  had  been  done  them 
hf  a  foreign  Government.  What  happened  nezt9 
Xbe  Executive,  under  that  complaint,  proceeded 
.to  do  what  had  been  done  in  all  cases  where 
cor  citizens  had  coitaplained  of  wrongs  done 
them  by  a  foreign  Qovemment,  and  ordered  the 
minister  of  the  Uni*ed  States  at  the  court  of 
8i«  James  to  lay  the  complaint  before  that  court, 
and  to  demand  redress.  Upon  receiving  a  state- 
aaent  of  th^  case  from  -our  minister,  tbe  British 
Government  admitted  that  our  citizens  bad  been 
iojnred,  and  tbat  they  were  entitled  to  redresF;  and, 
th^efore,  without  the  formality  of  a  treaty,  but 
upon  the  admission  of  tbe  manifest  wrong  tbat  was 
done,  thej  paid  the  am:>unt  of  indemnity  into  our 
tf^asary.  These  were  the  incontestable  facu  of 
the  ease.    The  British  Gjvernment  haTinR  thus 

£aid  the  indemnity  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
tatesy  this  bill  proposed  to  divide  it  among  tbe 
claimants.  Now  what  did  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  GioDwas]  propose?  That  we  shall 
throw  this  money  back  to  the  British  Government? 
Did ihe  gentleman  propose  that  this  Government 
should  t^  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust,  and  embezzle 
the  mohey  thus  placed  in  itshaod:??  He  assumed 
tbat,  if  the  United  States  completed  the  faithful  ex- 
ecution of  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  tbem,  by  pay- 
ing this  money  over  to  the  compiaioants,  and  for 
which  the  Government  is  responsible  in  honor,  that 
it  wonld  be  a  fraud.  Now  he,  (Mrt  C.,)  on  the 
contrary,  contended  that  it  would  amount  to  a 
fraud  or  embezzlement,  if  the  Government  refused 
to  pay  it  over.  But  the  gentleman  frem  Ohio  said 
that, the  original  assertion  of  the  claim  for  indemni- 
ty  was  in  violation  of  the  Constitution;  tbat  the  Ex- 
ecutive had  no  right  to  make  this  claim  on  the 
British  Government,  and  therefore  the  bill  ought 
not  to  pass.  He  denied  the  consequence.  If  the 
British  Government  paitl  this  money  into  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  without  having  the  power 
to  enforea  the  demand,  still  ii  was  its  duty  to  pay  it 
ever  to  those  entitled  to  it. 

The  ^  objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
this  bill  were  two;  and  consisted,  first,  in  the  asser- 
tion of  thitr  gentleman  that  there  could  be  no  prop- 
erty ot  person  in  person  by  tbe  laws  of  nature;  that 
those  persons  in  tbe  iiberalion  of  whom  the  injury 
was  committed,  were  not  slayes,  but  freemen;  and 
that,  therefore,  money  should  not  be  paid  for  tbem. 
Now,  upon  tbe  question  of  property,  tbe  gentleman 
was  arguing  not  what  was  law — not  what  was  mu- 
nicipal law,  or  the  laws  of  nat'ons;  but  what 
nhonid,  in  his  abstract  notions,  be  law.  They  bad, 
however,  nothing  to  do  with  the  gentleman's  ab- 
stract theories,  but  were  dealing  with  fixed  and  es* 
tablished  laws,  and  their  duties  under  them.  Here 
was  the  case  of  certain  slaves  set  free  by  the  pro> 
vincial  anthorities  of  tbe  island  of  New  Providence; 
for  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in 
behalf  of  its  citizens,  demanded  indemniy.  What 
did  the  British  Government  say  to  tbat  demand? 
That  Government  was  at  the  time  an  abolition 
Government,  ruled  by  an  abolition  ministry,  with 
an  abolition  Parliament,  which  bad  recently  enacted 
a  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  British  cnN 
onies.  It  would,  therefore,  naturally  have  been 
expected  that  the  answer  would  have  been  in  ac- 
eordance  with  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  Tbe  answer  did  not  come  from  an  anti* 
abolition  Government;  it  did  not  come  from  one 
of  our  Sootbent  Stittesy  where  slavery  ii  recog* 


nised  as  a  part  of  their  institutions;  but  it  came 
from  an  abolition  Government  with  an  abolition 
ministry,  and  at  the  bii^hest  possible  period  of  ab- 
olition exciteotent.  What  wa^  that  answer?  It 
was,  so  far  as  the  Comet  and  Encominm  were 
concerned,  that  the  authorities  of  Nassau  had 
committed  a  violation,  not  only  of  munici- 
pal law,  but  of  the  laws  of  nation;:;  and 
tnat  they  would  treat  the  claimants  to  indem- 
nity in  the  same  way  that  they  treated  the 
owners  of  slaves  in  the  island  of  New  Pro^dence 
when  they  abolished  slavery  in  it,  viz:  if  the  bond 
between  master  and  slave  was  to  be  abolished,  the 
consideration  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Government. 
Upon  this  principle,  the  money  was  pai  1  over  by 
the  Biitish  Government  to  our?.  There  was  a  per- 
fect answer  to  the  argument  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  While  they  made  this  answer  in  rvlation  to 
the  slaves  that  were  liberated  from  the  Encomiu hi 
and  Comet,  they  came  to  a  different  decision  in 
regard  to  those  slaves  who  were  on  board  the  En- 
terprise. In  the  latter  case,  they  decided  that,  as 
the  act  of  Parliament  emancipating  the  slaves  in 
the  British  islands  was  passed  prior  to  the  libera- 
tion of  the  skives  in  the  vessel  last  named,  they 
would  not  pay  for  tbem. 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  tendency  of  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Obio,  at  some 
length;  and  to  protest  and  remonstrate  against  them, 
as  incompatible  with  the  union  of  these  States; 
and  conclnded  by  stating  that  he  should  vote  against 
he  reconsideratien. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  this  was  not  a  proper  time 
to  enter  on  ibis  discussion;  and  he  therefore  moved 
to  lay  the  question  of  reconsideration  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STANLY  entreated  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  withdraw  it,  to  permit  him  to  make 
a  few  observations;  which  being  assented  to,  he 
entered  into  some  explanation. 

Mr.  WELLBR  also  made  an  explanatory  state- 
ment, mainly  in  reply  to  an  observation  which  had 
been  made  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  GiDomas,]  to  the 
effect,  that  he  was  cut  off  from  a  delence  of  him- 
self, when  the  resolutions  of  censure  were  passed 
at  the  last  session,  by  the  previous  question  being 
moved  by.  his  coUeagne»  (himsell.)  Now,  he 
(Mr.  WsLi«Bn)  appealed  to  tbe  recollection  of  the 
House,  whether  he  did  not  offer  to  withdraw  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  if  bis  colleague 
would  say  that  he  wished  to  be  heard  in  his  de- 
fence. 

After   a   few    words    from    Messrs.   WISE, 
ADAMS,  GIDDINGS,  ARNOLD,  and  BRIGGS, 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, by  a  vote  of  yeas  140,  to  nays  38,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meain.  AU«B,  L.  W.  Aodrewa,  Arnold,  Arrington, 
Athenoo,  Ayccigg.  Babcocli,  Barnard,  Barton,  Becson,  Bidlack, 
Blacic,  Blair,  Boardman,  Botts,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron 
V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charlea  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Burke,  William  O.  BuUer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Cary,  Caaey,  Childa,  John  C.  Clark,  ClifTurd,  Clin- 
ton, Colei^  Cranaton,  Crawford,  Cashins,  Daniel,  Richard  D. 
Davie,  Dawaon,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doan,  Doig,  Eastman,  John 
Edwarda,  John  C.  Edwards,  Perrin,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd, 
Cbarlaa  A.  Floyd.  Fornance,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gamble, 
Gentry,  Clerry,  wtUiam  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Oraham,  Green, 


nedy.  LuUefleld,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClel* 
Ian,  McKay,  McKeoo,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Bamaon  Mason,  Madilot,  Matbewa,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morris,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Parmen* 
ter.  Partridge,  Payne,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Proffit, 
Rayner,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  RiSSs,  Rodney.  Rogers,  San  ford, 
Saunders,  Sewell,  Bhepperd,  WiTliara  Smith,  Snyder,  Sprigg, 
Stanly,  Bteeorod,  John  T.  Stuart,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Rich* 
ard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Toland,  Tomlineon,  Trip- 
latt,  Tumey,  underwood,  Warren,  Washington,  Weller,  West- 
brook,  Edward  D-  Whil«,  Joseph  L.  Williams.  Wise,  Wood, 
and  John  Young— 140. 

NATS—Messrs.  Adams,  B.  J.  Andrews,  Baker,  Blrdseye, 
Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Chittenden, 
Bcaley  N.  Clarke,  Cowen,  Cravens,  Feasen^en,  Oiddinga, 
Granger,  Hall,  Halstsd,  Henry,  Hudson,  Linn,  McKennan,  Mat. 
tocka,  Morgan,  Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  R'uigway,  Wil- 
liam Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Blade,  Truman  Smith, 
Stokely,  Van  Rensselaer,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winihrop, 
and  Augustus  Young— 38. 

PERSONAL  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  rose  to  a  privileged 

question.    He  pre  ceeded  to  state  his  grievance  to 

tbe  House*,  but  the  first  part  vf  his  remarks  were 

impel fectly  heard,  owing  to  the  gathering  of  nem- 

bets  in  tbat  part  of  the  hall.    He  was  understood 

to  say,  that  as  he  was  standiDg  in  the  aisle  this 

noniinf ,  Mr.  Pawioh  of  Lovisiana  cave  by  him 


antl  pushed  him  aside.  Thcrfiipt%  -fee  Rirbfcl 
round  to  Mr.  Dawson,  and  asked  him  if  he  meant 
to  insult  him;  to  which  Mr.  D.  replied,  *'Yes,  sir.** 
Now,  he  wished  to  raise  tbe  question,  y^hjii^et  i^ 
member  was  free  to  insult  another  for.remarlra 
made  in  the  House,  in  the  exercise  of  his  privileges 
as  a  membtr  aod  a  freeman.  He  had  no  fears 
of  bis  person,  but  the  House  might  protect  its  own 
dignity;  and  be  laid  thef^ct  before  it,  for  such  sc- 
tion  as  it  might  see  fil  to  make. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  he  bad  witnessrd 
no  fnch  occarrence  a«  that  related  by  ibegeD'le* 
man  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings,]  or  he  should  have 
preserved  the  order  of  the  Houi>e. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  be  did  not  intend  to  east 
any  reHeciion  on  the  Spraker. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  rose  and  said  he 
wished  the  House  and  the  country  to  take  notice 
that  this  matter  was  brought  up  here  by  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gidoinos,]  in  the  obtence  o/ 
Qen.  Dawson. 

Several  members:  Let  the  matter  drop. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  and  called  for  the  read- 
ing ef  tbat  part  of  the  manual,  or  rules  appointed 
for  the  government  of  the  House,  which  related 
to  the  personal  privileges  of  members..  He 
wished  gentlemen  to  understand  their  lights  on  that 
floor. 

Mr.  TURNEY  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  remkrk,  in  perfect 
good  temper,  tbat  he  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Dawson]  was  passing  up  the 
aible,  when  he  found  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Giodings]  in  his  way.  The  aisles,  as  gentle- 
men knew,  were  very  narrow;  and  nothing  was 
more  common  than  for  members  to  gently  push  each 
other  aside,  in  order  to  pass  along.  But  for  the 
fact  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  turned  round  to 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  and  peremptotily 
asked  him  whether  he  meant  to  insult  him,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  had  no  doubt  that  nothing  would  have  hap- 
p'^ned.  He  had  no  feeling  whatever  against  the 
gentleman  from  ObK>,  and  be  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  a  more  gentlemanly  man  in  the  House 
than  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana.  Nobody 
would  have  heard  of  the  occurrence  between  the 
two  gentlemen,  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
brought  it  to  the  notice  of  tbe  House.  He  suggest- 
ed to  the  gentleman  from  Masiachnsetts  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn] not  to  insist  en  bis  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
manual,  and  that  the  matter  be  permitted  to  pass 
by  in  good  feelieg. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  had  no  desire  to  oeen* 
py  tbe  time  of  the  House.  He  disclaimed  any 
personal  feellnsor  anxiety  about  (he  matter. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  insi$>ted  on  the  reading  of 
the  manual  on  the  subject  of  tbe  privilege  of 
member*. 

Mr.  MOORR  rose  (o  make  a  statf  meat  of  what 
had  occurred,  according  to  his  observation.  His 
colleague,  when  the  occurrence  related  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  happened,  was  in  tbe  best  possi* 
ble  humor,  and,  he  was  sure,  intended  no  insult  in 
pushing  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  aside,  in  order  to 
pass  alon^  the  narrow  aisle. 

Mr.  MALLORY  also  stated  to  tbe  House  his 
recollection  of  what  occurred.  The  gentleman  frost 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Dawson]  was  coming  down  the 
aisle.  He  (Mr.  M.)  saw  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isiana toueh  ihe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gio- 
DiNGsJ  but  not  so  as  to  move  him.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  was  going 
along  about  b's  business  in  a  good  humor,  and 
would  not  have  made  a  rude  reply  to  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  had  not  that  gentleman  extorted  it  from 
him  by  his  question. 

Mr.  WISE  said  the  gentlencan  from  Louisiana 
gave  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  gentlest  push 
imaginable. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  take  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it 
was  not  an  attempt  to  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  bad  no  personal  wishes 
•n  this  matter.  He  would  not  have  said  what  he 
^id,  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  an- 
swered that  be  intended  to  iofiult  him. 

Mr.  WISE.  Bui  the  gen ^f  man  from  Louisiana 
did  not  say  so  until  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  ex- 
torted the  declaration  from  him. 

H«r8  tb«  matter  dropped. 
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RECIPROCITY  TREATIES. 

Mr.  KBimEDY  of  Maryland,  said  as  moch  of 
the  day  Ikad  been  consamed,  he  desired  that  the 
consideration  of  his  resolution  for  the  renewal  of 
the  reciprocity  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  which 
bad  been  made  the  order  for  to-day,  should  be 
postponed  until  Wednesday. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  require  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  to  postpone  the  special  order. 

Messrs.  FILLMORE  and  GUSHING  opposed 
the  motion. 

The  House  agreed  to  postpone— ^yes  85,  noes 

37. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
atate  of  the  Union.  His  object  was  to  bave  taken 
up  the  bill  to  refund  General  Jackson^  fine. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  wished  the  Hoase  to  go  into 
committee  on  the  exchequer  bill. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  modified  his  motion,  so  as 
to  make  it  a  motion  to  go  into  committee  sen- 
erally.  ^ 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  rejected-^yeas  79,  nays  98. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  committee. 
REMOVALS  FROM  OFFICE. 

The  resolution  offered  some  weeks  ago  by  Mr. 
ToLiiiD,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  copies  of  the  correspondence  in  his  office, 
in  relation  to  the  removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts  from 
the  office  of  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  He 
believed  that  this  was  the  same  Jonathan  Roberts 
who  acquired  sQch  infamous  notoriety  by  slander- 
ing Mrs.  Jackson. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  it  was  in  order  now  to  mod- 
ify the  resolution.  He  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman to  modify  it  so  as  to  call  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  had  the  removing  power, 
and  not  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
.  Mr.  WELLER  eipressed  his  willingness  to 
withdraw  his  motion  t6  lay  it  on  the  table,  if  the 
mover  wished  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  TOLAND  replied  to  Mr.  Wise,  that  the 
documents  he  wished  to  obtain  were  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  there- 
fore he  could  not  modify  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  that  the  gentleman  would 
not,  perhape,  get  all  he  wanted. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  asked  his  colleague 
IMr.  ToLAVD]  to  extend  his  inquiry  into  the  causes 
of  the  removal  of  Calvin  Bly the,  the  predecessor 
of  Jonathan  Roberts.  If  the  gentleman  would  do 
that,  he  would  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  TOLAND  declining. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  WxtLia^s  motion 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  and  rejected 
—yeas  77,  nays  102. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President,  by' 
the  bands  of  Mr.  Robert  Tyler,  his  private  secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  that  the  House  would  consent 
that  the  message  should  be  now  read.  [Cries  of 
"No,  no.»»J 

The  SPELAKER  then  put  the  question  on  sec- 
onding the  demand  for  the  previous  question  on  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Toland'S  resolution;  which  was 
sustained  by  the  Hou^e,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  submitted  the  follow- 
jog  reAolntion: 

Whereas  Calvin  Blythe,  t>q.,  collector  of  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia— a  faithful  public  officer,  against  whose  private  or 
public  character  no  cliarges  are  believed  ever  to  have  been 
made— was  removed  to  make  a  place  for  Jonathan  Roberta, 
l«t^  coliector:  and  whereas  the  said  Calvin  BIjthe  was  a  brave 
soldier  during  the  late  war,  and  served  bis  country,  and  was 
wounded  in  her  baule-fieldr,  while  the  said  Jonathan  Roberts 
refused,  when  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  a 
•vote  of  honor  to  General  Harrison  for  his  services  to  bit  coun- 
irv,  and  has  since  disUngnished  himself  by  his  calumniations 
of  the  wife  of  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  distioguMh«l  of 
American  heroes  and  statesmen:  Therefore, 

Heaolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  commnnlcate 
to  this  House  the  copies  of  all  or  aov  charges  that  may  be  on 
file  in  his  office  against  ihe  said  Calvin  BIyihe,  as  collector  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  or  the  names  of  those  who  petitioned 
ibr  his  removal. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  ROOSBVBLT  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 


^Ma 


Mr.  STANLY  said  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  strike  ont  the  biographical  sketch 
which  his  resolution  contained,  he  would  vote  for 
it. 

Mr.  TOLAND  said  he  was  about  to  say  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  WISE  mtde  similar  observations. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  accordingly  modified  his  reso- 
lution;  and  k  was  adopted  without  the  recitals. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

Mr.  GWIlif  submitted  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Ar- 
nold's bill  No.  548;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  READ  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  un- 
derstood to  be  in  relation  to  the  late  tariff  act;  but 
objection  was  made,  and  it  was  not  read. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  there  was  a  bill  on  the 
Clerk's  table— the  army  appropriation  bill — which 
had  come  from  the  Senate  with  several  amend- 
ments made  thereto;  he  therefore  moved  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
on  these  amendments. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr.  A.  H.  H. 
Stuaut  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  army  bill  be 
taken  up.  • 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  moved  that  the  exchequer  bill 
be  taken  up. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  to  refund  the  fine  imposed  on  Gkneral 
Jackson. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  (torn  New  York 
[Mr.  Fillmorb]  was  agreed  to. 

The  first  two  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
concurred  in. 

The  third  amendment  was  an  item  appropriating' 
|3,000  to  continue  the  meteorological  survey,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Sargeon  General.  This 
I  item  was  stricken  out  of  the  original  bill  by  the 
committee  of  the  House,  and  was  reintroduced  by 
the  Senate. 

A  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  Mr.  SMITH  of  Viiginia,  Mr.  TIL- 
LINQHAST,  Mr.  McKENNAN,  Mr.  CHARLES 
BROWN,  and  Mr.  FILLMORE  took  part;  in  the 
course  of  which  it  was  stated  that  this  appropria- 
tion was  to  enable  the  Qovernment  to  continue  the 
services  of  Mr.  Espy,  that  the  annual  meteorologi- 
cal surveys  now  maide  might  be  converted  to  some 
useful  purposes. 

That  the  subject  might  be  understood  by  the 
House,  Mr.  FILLMORE  called  upon  the  Clerk  to 
read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  recom- 
mending this  appropriation. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  he  regarded  this 
appropriation  bat  as  the  commencement  of  a  new 
bureau— a  new  department  of  this  Government— 
the  bureau  of  storms.  He  pointed  to  the  Patent 
Office,  which  bad  gradually  increased,  and  which 
wou,ld  soon  want  the  name  and  character  of  the 
State  Dc^partment  for  the  Home  Department.  All 
new  departments  commenced  in  this  manner,  re- 
quiring but  a  sn.all  sum  at  first,  but  gradually  en- 
larging, in  an  eminent  degree,  the  power  of  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  to  prevent  a  conclusion 
from  what  he  understood  Mr.  Fjllimorb  to  eay — 
that  the  proposition  had  received  the  unanimous 
approbation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  (Mr.  P)  did  not  recollect  of  being  present  at 
such  a  decisijn,  as  hp  certainly  was  opposed 
to  it.  If  we  wanted  information,  the  meteor- 
ological tabils  prepared  under  the  directions  of  the 
Government  were  not  only  beautiful,  bntgaveus 
the  most  authentic  and  ready  information.  But  if 
we  wish  to  gain  information  for  gentlemen  to  per- 
vert the  facts  to  advance  their  peculiar  theories 
and  preconceived  notions,  then  pass  the  appropria- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Smith] 
say*  it  will  be  creating  a  ne^  bureau  in  the 
Government  to  preside  over  storms.  Gentle- 
men seemed  to  be  eager  to  create  aprofessor 
to  lecture  on  wind.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  P.) 
that  we  had  already  349  members  here  who  were 
capable  of  being  professors  on  tlyit  subject;  they 
were  at  least  fit  t<r  be  assistant  lecturers  on  wind. 


He  could  not  see  the  use  of  creating  a  separate  uro. 
fesborship.  ^ 

Mr.  HOLMES  thought,  if  we  must  have  wind  in 
this  country,  we  should  do  better  by  havioe  reaa- 
lated  wind.  He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the 
appropriation. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  non-concurred  in— ayes  76,  noes  77. 

The  question  recurred  upon  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  their  next  amendment,  inserting  id  ap. 
propriation  of  |50,000  to  continue  the  improwi 
ihents  in  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  Mig. 
souri,  Ohio,  and  Arkansas  rivers,  for  the  half^al- 
endar  year;  and  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  for 
the  fiscal  year,  for  the  same  object. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose,  and  stated  that  the  Com. 
mitiee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  reported  a  bill  ma- 
king the  same  appropriations  which  were  contem- 
plated by  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  he 
bhould  call  it  up  at  the  earliest  day/  He  ihoaght 
that  this  bill  was  not  a  proper  place  to  issen 
such  an  appropriation  as  this.  The  objiets 
contemplated  in  the  appropriation  were  wholly 
distinct  from  the  main  purpose  of  the  bill.  If  the 
Senate  were  permitted  to  introduce  subjects  of  this 
kind  in  a  general  appropriation  bill,  it  weald  ef- 
fectually take  from  the  House  its  power  to  origi- 
nate appropriation  bills  for  harbors  and  other  im- 
provements. He  hoped  the  House  would  ifjeet 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate;  and  he  pledged  bin- 
self  to  move  to  take  up  the  bill  of  the  Committee 
of  Wajs  and  Means  as  soon  as  Uiis  bill  was  dis- 
posed of.  He  was  unwilling  to  see  all  other  ap- 
propriations discarded,  and  this  one  invidionsly 
passed.  The  consequence  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  would  be,  to  defeat  every  other 
appropriation  for  harbors,  dke. 

Mr.  TRIPLETT  advocated  the  amendment,  and 
claimed  that  the  annual  loss  of  lifb  and  of  property 
on  the  Western  waters  most  imperiously  demanded 
an  appropriation  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  these  waters. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  also  advocated  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUNT  opposed  it,  on  the  ground  that  it 
neglected  other  improvements  in  the  Northen 
States. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  PROFFIT,  ihe 
committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

Mr.  WISE  then  called  for.  the  reading  of  the 
message  from  the  President,  received  in  the  coom 
of  the  morning;  and  it  was  read  as  follows: 

7b  the  Houte  of  RepresentcUlvea: 

I  lierewith  trarunnit  to  the  House  of  Repreeentatirei  t  report 
made  to  me  on  the  9th  instant,  by  the  Secretarj  of  ihe  Trev 
ury,  on  the  subject  of  the  present  and  proipecUTe  cooditioo  ot 
the  finances. 

Yoa  win  perceive  from  it,  that  even  if  the  reeelpti  from  (be 
various  sources  or  revenue,  for  the  curreni  yen  ibaU  frove 
not  to  have  been  overrated,  and  the  expenditures  beTenruoed 
within  the  estimates,  the  treasury  will  bfr  exhaotied  before 
the  close  of  the  year;  and  that  this  will  Im  the  case,  altiioQili 
authoriiy  shall  be  given  to  the  proper  department  to  nmn 
treasury  notes.  But  the  state  or  facts  existing  at  the  pracot 
moment  cannot  fail  to  awaken  a  doubt  whether  the  amoootoT 
the  revenue,  for  the  respective  quarters  of  the  year  will  come 
up  to  the  estimates;  nor  is  it  enttrely  certain  that  the  ezpeodi- 
tures  which  will  be  authorized  by  Congress  may  not  exceed  tfae 
aggregate  sum  which  has  hitheno  been  assumed  as  thebisUof 
the  treasury  calculations.  Of  all  the  duties  of  the  Goveromeot, 
none  is  more  sacred  and  imperative  than  that  of  making  sdeqaaie 
and  ample  [trovisions  for  fulfilling  with  punctuality  its  pect^ 
niary  engagements,  and  maintaininffthe  putriic  credit  iovioiiir. 
Any  failure  in  this  respect,  not  proouced  by  unforeseei]  aoMr 
could  onlv  bercj^ardea  byour  common  constituents  asaeeriooi 
neglect ot  the  public  interests.  I  feel  it,  therefore,  to  bean i&- 
dispensable  i<bIi^ation,  while  so  much  of  the  session  yet  n* 
mains  unexpired  as  to  enable  Congress  to  give  to  ths  subject 
theconsideraiion  which  its  great  importance  demands,  and  nort 
earnestly  to  call  its  attention  to  the  propriety  of  making  forthcr 
provision  for  the  public  service  of  the  year. 

The  proper  objects  of  taxation  are  peculiarly  within  tb«di>' 
cretion  of  the  Legislature;  while  it  is  the  duty  of  theEz^ulire 
to  keep  Congress  «)uly  adviwd  of  the  state  of  the  treasui7,u)d 
to  admonish  it  of  any  danger  which  there  may  be  grouixi  M 
apprehend  of  a  failure  in  the  means  of  meeting  the  ezpeodi- 
tures  authorized  by  law. 

I  ought  not,  therefore,  to  diMemble.  myTears  that  there  wol 
be  a  serious  falUne  off  in  the  estimated  proceeds  both  of  the 
customs  and  the  public  lands.  I  regard  the  evil  of  diasppointr 
ment  in  these  respects  as  altogether  too  great  to  be  riikea,  if  bf 
any  poesibility  it  may  be  entirely  obviated. 

While  I  am  lar  from  objecting,  under  present  circumatanca, 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  Secretary,  that  aatborlty  be 
granted  him  to  re-issue  treasurj^  notes  as  they  shall  be  redeem- 
ed, and  to  other  suggestions  which  he  has  mi^  on  this  subjs^ 
yet  it  appears  to  me  to  he  worthy  of  grave  considerttioo  wbetb> 
er  more  permanent  and  certain  suppliea  ought  not  to  be  pn>- 
Tided.    The  iMue  of  one  note  in  redemption  of  another,  if  04 
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tiM  pajmoot  ofa  debt;  which  mnft  be  maJe,  in  the  eod,  bj 
aoue  form  of  public  tazation. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  add  that,  in  a  country  as  full  of  reaourcea-  - 
of  such  abundani  maaoa,  if  tbej  be  but  Judieiouaiy  called  outr- 
tnenraoaeeof  the  GoTemoMot,  Ita  credit,  and  iia  ability  to 
niml  all  ita  oblifatlona  ought  not  to  be  made  dependent  on  tem- 
porary ezpedienia  or  on  calculations.  ^ 

The  neoearicy  of  further  and  full  provision  for  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  treasury  will  be  the  more  urgent  if  Congreaa,  at 
the  present  sessloo,  should  adopt  no  plan  for  faciliiaUnir  the 
financial  operations  of  the  Ooremment,  and  improrhig  the 
currency  of  the  country.  By  the  aid  of  a  wise  and  efficient 
measure  of  that  kind,  not  only  would  the  Iniemal  buaineas  and 
prosperity  of  the  country  be  rerired  and  invigorated,  but  im« 
ponanc  additions  to  the  amount  of  rerenue  accruing  from  im- 
portations  micht  also  be  expected.  N^t  only  doee  the  preaaot 
condition  oftfalogain  relation  to  the  currency  and  commercial 
exchangee  produce  ssrers  and  distreeaing  embarraaaments  in 
thobusinsi ^ '*      '  •   -  •■ 


and  pursuits  of  indiriduals,  but  ita  obvioua  ten- 
dency is  to  create  also  a  necessity  for  the  impoajrion  of 
new  burdens  of  taxation,  in  order  to  sscure  the  Oovernment 
and  the  country  againet  discredit  from  the  failure  of  means  to 
fulfil  the  pubUc  sngagemenis. 

«    .,  „  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  13, 1843. 

Tlie  contenls  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  may 
he  sammcd-ap  as  follows : 

The  Secretary  estimates  the  receipts  during  the  year  1813  at 
$20,483^368  36^  to  be  derived  from  the  following  aubjecta: 
Customs     .-:...  #13,000,000  00 

l*nds 2,500.000  00 

Miscellaneous  sources      ....        1(0.00000 
Loans  and  treasury  notes                                .     4,883,366  36 
To  which  bo  adds  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on 
the  let  of  January,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tainod 2;84O,04l  72 


Aggregate  of  means 


923,323.400  06 


The  expenditures  during  the  same  period  as  follows. 

Civil  and  miscellaneous  •                      •       '    .  §4,445,122  00 

Mllitaty  service,  *c.       -          -           •           .  9.286,428  00 

Navul  service 7,881,223  00 

Interest  on  loan  and  trtasuiy  notes  1,320,000  00 


Bstimttedbalaoea  00  lH  January,  184^ 


•22,932,773  00 
•39a627  06 


The  Secretary  then  stales  that  this  estimate  does 
not  iDclode  private  bills,  and  other  items  of  appro- 
priatioD  not  contained  in  the  cffieial  estimates.  Of 
Ireasnry  notes,  there  are  |ll,06S,977  69  ontstand- 
ingi  of  which  the  whole,  exeept  |2,409,390  16, 
carry  interest  after  matority.  To  provide  for  these, 
the  Beeretary  recommends  that  authority  be  given 
to  place  ttem  on  the  same  footing  with  other 
treasnry'noics.  The  letter  then  conclndes  with  a 
recommendation  that  a  dnty  be  imposed  upon  tea 
and  coffee,  and  snch  objects  not  now  taxed,  as 
would  incrrase  the  revenues  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  refer  the  messsge 
nd  report  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  to  print  them;  and  on  this  motion  he  moved  • 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Fillmobb}  to  accept,  as  a  inodification 
of  his  motion,  certain  instractions  to  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  read  from  his 
place.  They  were,  in  substance,  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  examine  into 
ihe  arate  of  the  finances,  and  to  report  to  the  House 
whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  revenues  of  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  sufficient  to  sustain  its  operations 
through  the  consing  year;  and,  if  not,  what  measures 
ought  to  be  adopted  to  provide  the  necessary  ways 
and  means  for  carrying  on  the  Government. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  refused  to  accept  the  modifi- 
cation. 

Undef  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  the 
reference  was  made,  and  the  printing  ordered,  as 
moved  by  Mr.  Fillmorb. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  just  taken  upon  the  question  of  printing  the 
message  and  report;  and  upon  that  he  bad  a  word 
to  say. 

He  felt,  at  the  moment,  some  little  excitement 
from  the  manner  in  which  He  bad  been  treated  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [Mr.  FiLLMofcn.]  He  called  for  the  reading 
of  that  communication  with  a  purpose  which,  he 
Jiad  no  doubt,  the  honorable  gentleman  anticipated; 
and  that  purpose,  he  would  confess  to  the  House, 
was  this:  From  what  occurred  between  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  and  himself  the  other  day,  when 
he  catechised  him  as  to  his  opinions  of  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  Government,  it  would  be  remem- 
bered by  ihe  Boose  that,  whether  the  geDileman 


intended  to  evade  an  answer  or  not,  he  was  most 
8occ(>s5fal  in  not  answering.  When  he  (Mr.  W.) 
a^lfpd  him  what  was  the  opinion  of  the  Commitiee 
of  Ways  and  Means  with  regard  to  the  opinions 
of  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  ihcre  would 
be  a  surplus  of  debt,  a  surplus  of  bends,  and  a 
surplus  of  outstanding  treasury  nott^,  the  gentle- 
man gave  no  definite  answer.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
wanted  to  ascertain  whether  the  Commitiee  of 
Ways  and  Means  (whose  appointed  duly  it  was, 
by  the  standing  rules  of  ibe  House,  to  sscertain 
for  themselves  whether  the  Erecutive  reports  were 
correct)  thought  that  the  Secretary  of  iheTieasory 
had  given  a  true  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
finances;  but  he  could  not  get  an  opinion  from  the 
honorablegentleman  on  the  subjeot.  He  would  now 
ask  the  honorable  gentleman  for  an  expression  of 
his  opinions  on  this  important  sobjec  .  Did  he,  or 
did  he  not,  agre^  with  the  calculations  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury?  He  (Mr.  W.)  ventured 
to  say — and  the  gentleman  might  contradict  him 
if  he  dared^that  he  did  not  agree  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  bis  calculations  as  to  the 
means  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  observed  that  there  was  one 
remark  in  the  message  just  read  which  was  un- 
deniably true;  and  that  wss,  the  declaration  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  inform  Congress 
if  there  was  likely  to  be  a  deficiency  in  the  rev- 
enues. He  believed  that  the  usage  of  the  Gov- 
emment  had  been  invariably,  not  only  for  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  look  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  for  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  for  Congress  to  do  so  also.  Now,  in  an- 
swer to  the  gentleman's  question,  he  would  say  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  wait- 
ing for  that  communication,  and  had  not  come  to 
ny  settled  opinion  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  WISBf.    Do  I  understand  the  gentleman  to 
say- 
Mr.  FILLMORE.    One  word  more. 

Mr.  WISE.    Oh !  Ml  wait. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  resumed.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  charged  him  with  answering 
that  gentleman  unsatisfactorily,  or  with  evasion. 
The  gentleman  from  VirgiLia,  ho  «ever,  when  he 
(Mr.  FiLLMoac)  got  through  his  explanation,  said 
that  he  was  satisfied. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  satisfied  then,  as  he  was 
now,  that  the  gentleman  evaded  the  question. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  if  the  gentleman  did 
think  so,  he  must  submit  the  question  between 
them  'to  the  country.  But  he  told  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  that  he  had  formed  no  opiaion,  but 
had  been  waiting  for  information  from  the  Trea^ 
ury  Department  on  which  to  form  an  opinion. 

Mr.  WISE  asserted,  in  the  presence  of  that 
House,  that,  the  other  day,  he  asked  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  what  his  opinion  war;  and  he  de- 
clared, as  he  did  to-day,  first,  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inform  the 
Congress  of  th»  United  States  upon  the  condition 
of  the  finances.  With  that  he  agreed.  The  Sec- 
retary, at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  did  inform 
them  on  the  state  of  the  finances;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  bad  called  for  additional  in- 
formation, which  he  told  them,  the  other  day,  the 
Secretary  had  not  yet  fhrnished.  But  on  Friday 
or  Saturday  last,  the  Secretary  furnished  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  with  a  statement,  (which 
was,  in  substance,  confirmed  by  the  message  now 
received,)  and  on  that  statement  he  (Mr.  W.)  put 
several  interrogatories  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  on  that  floor;  ^ter  which,  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  came  to  his  seat,  and  asked  him  if 
he  thought  he  [Mr.  Filumoub]  had  answered  him 
to  his  9atisfaction.  He  (Mr.  W.)  told  him,  and  he 
was  trying  to  demonstrate,  that  he  thought  he  did 
not  wish  to  answer  at  all;  and  he  then  put  it  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  at  his  de^k,  to  know 
what  his  private  opinion  was,  as  chairman  of  the 
Committiee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  whether  he 
agreed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  And 
the  gentleman  admitted  that  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  Secretary  in  his  general  conclusions. 

Mr.  FILLMORE.    Mr.  Speaker, 

Mr.  WISE.    Will  the  gentleman  deny  that? 

Mr.  FILLMORE.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  WISE.    Sir, 


Mr.  FILLMORE.  I  told  him  that  I  had  no 
opinion  to  express. 

Mr.  WISE.  Did  not  the  gentleman  admit  that 
he  agreed  with  me,  that  the  Secretary  was  not  cor- 
rect in  his  coDclosiouf  ? 

Mr.  FILLMORE.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  WISE  I  affirm  it  before  heaven  and  earth* 
[Great  ^-eosation  ] 

Mr  FiLLMORE.  I  care  not  vho  afiirms  it^it 
is  not  fo.    [Cries  of  ''ord'^r."] 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  nut  call  upon  witnesrrs 
to  confirm  his  statement;  for  he  should  call  upon 
no  man  to  Lack  bis  w(>rc]:  but  whoev<  r  denitd  U 
might — and  might  according  to  his  4)wn  maaner—- 
be  responsible  for  it. 

'  Mr.  FILLMORE  rrplied  that,  if  the  gentleman 
recollected  it  differently  from  him,  (Mr.  FiLLMoaB,) 
he  should  like  to  hear  his  rtaiement.  But,  accord- 
ing to  his  recollection,  he  did  not  give  any  opinion 
whatever. 

Mr.  WISE  knew  not,  nor  cared  not,  whether  any 
one  heard  what  had  passed  between  himself  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  or  no*;  but,  at  the  mo- 
ment that  gentleman  declined  to  express  a  specific 
opinion — the  moment  he  declared  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  express  a ;  pacific  opinion  on  the  subject 
—that  15,  to  enter  on  calculations  of  the  ways  and 
means — he  (Mr.  W.)  declared  that  that  gentleman 
did  fay  that  he  did  not  concur  with  the  Secretary 
that  the  ways  and  means  would  be  sufficient,  or 
that  a  surplus  would  exist.  If  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  did  not  make  that  declaration  at  the 
time  to  which  he  referred,  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  not 
then  standing  at  that  desk,  and  he  was  dreaming 
then.  He  knew  this  was  the  age  of  Mesmerism; 
he  knew  this  was  the  age  of  Miilerism;  he  knew 
this  was  the  day  when  truth  falls  in  the  streets; 
but  he  had  never  yet  given  way  to  any  of  these 
theories.  He  could  not  believe  that  he  had  been 
in  a  Mesmeric  tleep  when  the  oonveisation  to 
which  he  had  referred  passed;  for  the  geutlemtn 
came  to  his  seat  to  inquire  what  he  wished  to 
knew,  and  he  told  that  gentleman  distinctly  what 
he  wanted  to  know.  He  told  that  gentleman  that 
he  wanted  to  know  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  a  different  opinion  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury— or  whether  he  wa?  willing  that 
the  positiocs  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should 
go* forth  to  the  country,  that  there  would  be  ways 
and  means  sufficient,  so  that  if  the  President  fhould 
be  compelled  to  call  an  extra  session,  all  the  re- 
proach woald  fall  on  the  Executive.  Ha  (Mr. 
W.)  insisted  then,  as  he  did  now,  that  not  only 
was  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  report  to  this  House  on  the  ways  and  means,  and 
submit  his  views,  but  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  of  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  especially,  himself  to  judge, 
an^  to  examine,  and  to  report;  and  of  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  say  whether 
it  was  correct  and  true. 

As  he'  said  the  other  day,  our  Constitution  took 
double  security  on  this  subject;  for  they  were  to 
have  not  qnly  an  executive,  but  a  legislative  re* 
port.  But  had  it  come  to  this,  that,  when  it  suited 
the  purposes  of  gentlemen,  they  would  throw  all 
the  burden  of  legislation  on  the  Executive,  and 
discharge  themselves  f[om  all  legislative  duties  and 
responsibilities?  Had  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  no  duties  to  discharge  on  this  subject? 
This  was  not  their  language  on  other  subjects^-on 
the  great  questions  of  finance,  and  of  the  land 
law,  and  on  virions  other  questions  which  were 
submitted  to  Congress.  The  gentlemen  at  one  mo- 
ment repudiated  Executive  dictation;  and  at  the 
next  moment,  when  it  suited  them,  ihey  asserted 
that  the  Executive  alone  was  responsible.  He 
(Mr.  Wisk)  must  say  that,  as  many  laurels  a«  that 
gentleman  had  won  since  he  had  been  chairman  of 
the  Committee  cf  Ways  and  Means,  that  confes- 
sion which  he  had  made  for  himself  and  for  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  after  an  exami- 
nation of  kindred  subjects  at  this  session  and  the 
two  sessions  which  preceded  i' — that  they  had 
formed  no  opinion  on  the  ways  and  means  of  thia 
Government — was  a  very  extraordinary  one. 

What  I  a  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meant,  on  this  13th  day  of  February— within 
two  weeks  of  the  adjoarnment  of  the  last  session 
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pf  this  Congress — 8C  the  rery  Jast  hoar  of  ths  third 
session  of  Coogress,  to  proclsim  to  this  country 
that  be  hnd  no  opinion  on  the  ways  an^  meariS  1 

Mr.  FILLMORE  begged  permission  to  explain. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  shoald  like  to  have  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained  that  he  meant  he 
had  formed  no  opinion  independent  of  execatire 
common  ications. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  gentleman  if  he  believed 
the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas 
ury  was  correct. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied  that  he  had  no  means 
of  showing  its  incorrectness,  and  he  had  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Secretary  was  a  dishonest  man. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  believed  in  the  data  of  the  Secretary? 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  to  a  qnestion  of  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  no  right  te  poll  the 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
this  way. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  explain. 

Mr.  WISE  begged  the  reporters  to  take  note  of 
the  gentleman'^  explanation.  And  what  was  ii? 
It  was  this:  **I  have  no  opinion  independent  of  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 
What  i«  yonr  opinion  about  the  information  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  **I  have  no  means  of 
showing  tha<  it  is  incorrect.**  Well,  now,  what 
was  the  genileman*s  opinion  at  last?  Nothing  at 
all.  The  gentleman  fram  New  York  said,  the 
other  day,  that  if  the  data  of  the  Secretary  were  cor- 
rect, why  then  his  calculations  were  correct. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  asked  if  the  Secretary's  data  were 
eorrect;  and  the  reply  was,  "I  have  no  means  of 
knowing  whether  they  are  correct  or  incorrect." 
And  this  came  frohi  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  who  confessed  that,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  had 
got  no  opinion  at  all.  Did  they  believe  that  he 
had  got  no  opinion?  The  gentleman  did  not  say  he 
had  got  no  opinion;  hut  though  he  had  got  no  spe- 
cific opinion,  he  (Mr.  W.)  believed  he  bad  a  gen- 
eral conclusion  as  to  the  correction  of  those  data. 
Now,  he  asked  for  the  motive  for  the  concealment 
of  those  opinions.  He  asked  why  there  was  hot 
a  report  from  that  committee? 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginra  if  be  believed  the  report  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  he  was  nearer  the  Ex^eo- 
tive  than  he  (Mr.  F.)  could  be;  or  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  any  means  of  knowing 
that  it  was  false. 

Mr.  WISE.  This  is  not  a  question  of  falsehood. 
[Laughier.l  He  begged  gentlemen  to  wait  for  an 
answer  before  they  laughed.  He  told  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  that  be  differed  wholly  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Had  they  got  their 
answer?  [Laughter.]  Now,  would  the  gentleman 
answer  him  a  question?  Did  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  believe  in  the  correctness  of  the  Secre- 
tary's report?  [Cries of  "Thai's  fair."]  Now,  let 
gentlemen  laagh.  He  (Mr.  W.)  differed  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  believed  his 
data  would  be  found  to  be  a  bandy  foundation,  and 
that  the  superstructure  based  upon  it  must  fall  ne- 
cessarily. 

The  gentleman  pursued  these  remarks  in  this 
strain  some  time,  and  expressed  his  dread  of  an 
•xtra  session,  and  his  desire  to  avoid  its  necessity. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied,  and  Mr.  WISE  re- 
joined. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  this 
declaration  from  the  gentleman.  If  that  gentle- 
jnan,  standing  upon  this  floor,  and  speaking  the  sen- 
timents of  this  Administration,  declared  that  an 
extra  session  ought  not  to  be  called,  and  that  there 
were  no  reasons  for  it,  he  (Mr.  F.)  was  truly 
glad  to  hear  it.  As  to  whether  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  discharged  their  duty  or  not, 
he  had  but  little  to  say.  The  present  was  the  short 
session;  and,  during  its  contianance,  the  Commit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  to  perform  the  duty 
of  examiniog  a  double  set  of  appropriation  bill: — 
for  the  half  calendar  year,  and  for  the  fiscal  year 
They  had  also  before  them  a  propo>ition  to  bring 
back  into  the  treasury  money  which  was  said  to 
have  been  hitherto  squandered;  also,  the  recom- 
inendaiiou  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 


means  bhould  be  provided  for  carrying  the  depart- 
ment through  the  year  to  the  1st  of  January  next; 
and  also  the  exchequer  project,  which  had  occupied 
much  of  their  time.  These  were  the  duties  which 
they  bad  to  perform  during  this  short  session. 
Whether  the  committee  had  been  diligent  or  not, 
it  was  for  the  House  to  say.  With  what  ability 
the  duties  had  been  performed,  it  certainly  did  not 
become  him  to  say.  But  if  it  was  a  fact  (as  con- 
ceded by  the  President  in  the  message.'  just  read) 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  inform 
the  House  as  to  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  he  put  it  to  the  gentleman  to  point  out  a 
single  fact  vhich  indicated  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  abandoned  all  measures  to 
carry  the  Government  through  the  year.  The 
committee  took  up  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  which  that  ofiicer  stated  that  there 
would  be  enough  mrans  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment through  the  half  calendar  year,  and  through 
the  fiscal  year  to  Jane,  1844,  and  then  leave  a 
million  and  a  half  in  the  treasury.  When 
doubt  began  to  be  expressed  as  to  the  accu- 
racy of  the  Secretary's  calculations,  the  commit- 
tee, uDconnscted  as  they  were  by  any  near  re- 
lations to  the  Administration,  caused  inquiries  to 
be  made  of  the  Secretary,  with  a  view  of  afford- 
ing him  an  opportunity  to  revise  his  estimates. 
Therefore  it  was  that  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary,  calling  on  him  for  the  amount  which  he 
estimated  would  be  received  and  paid  out  during 
the  year. 

He  would  say  to  the  House,  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive,  if  he  saw  fir,  to  exhaust 
the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  eallinx  an  extra 
session  of  Congress.  Such  a  thing  might  be  done; 
if  it  was  done,  the  Executi?e  would  be  responsible 
for  the  extra  session. . 

It  was  known  that  large  appropriations  would 
be  made  by  this  Congress,  to  lie  over  until  next 
year.  Now,  it  was  only  necessary  for  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  exercise  of  his  power  to  control  the  ex- 
penditures of  these  appropriations,  to  exhaust  the 
treasury,  by  paying  them  over  before  they  were  ab- 
solutely needed;  and  thus  create  the  very  necessity 
(an  extra  session)  which  the  rentleman  deplored. 
If  there  should  be  no  more  expended  during  the  year 
than  what  was  appropriated  by  Congress  for  that 
period,  he  should  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  treasury  would  be  sufficient.  He 
only  asked  that  the  Government  might  be  admin- 
istjsred  as  it  had  been  in  years  past.  In  such  an 
event,  he  did  believe  that  the  means  of  the  treasury 
would  prove  sufficient.  He  believed  he  'had  said 
all  that  was  necessary  on  this  head. 

As  to  the  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Wise,]  all  he  had  to  say  was,  that  he 
deemed  them  unnecessary.  They  implied  a  cen- 
sure upon  the  committer;  and  he  knew  not  what 
duty  they  had  omitted  which  called  for  censure 
upon  them.  The  committee  had  never  neglected 
to  consider  carefully  anything  that  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  withdrew  bis  motion  to 
reconsider  the  printing  of  the  message;  after  which, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuESDAV,  February  14, 1843. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  iem,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, tran^mittiufr,  in  further  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  38th  of  December 
last,  the  following  statement,  showing  the  amount 
of  accruing  duties  during  the  3J  ard  4tb  quarters 
of  the  past  year,  and  ihe  value  of  the  imports  and 
exports  for  the  last  quarter,  as  follows: 

AecruingdullesduringtheSdqmner    -  -  •3.305,606  Si 

Accruing  dutieaduriDg  the  4tli quarter   •  -    2,679,389  28 

6,684,896  69 
Valve  of  Imports  and  exportf  daring  llie  4th  quarter  of  18i2» 
Imporia  free  of  doty    •  •        •6,460, 601 

'•       paying  duty   •  •  7,197,493 

•13.648,094 

Exports  of  foreign  goods- 
Free  of  duty     •  -  1,023.669 
Paying  duty      .           •  1,219632 


Bzportfl  of  domestic  produce 


2.243.101 
26,229,818 


27,473,919 


Mr.  BYANS  presented  a-  memorial  from  citi* 
zens  of  the  State  of  Maine,  ptajing  for  the  repeat 
of  the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  menponal  from  Lubec^  Maine* 
praying  such  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress 
as  will  produce  greater  reciprocity  inoar  commer* 
eial  r^ulations  with  foreign  powers:  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOODBURY,  leave  was 
granted  to  Molly  Luiber,  Mary  Chase,  Daniel 
Peck|  and  George  Johnson,  to  withdraw  tbcif  peti- 
tions and  papers  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  Ruih 
Miiligan,  praying  that  the  sum  of  $2S0  continea- 
tal  notep,  paid  to  her  husband,  since  deceased,  for 
his  services  daring  the  revolutionary  war,  maybe 
made  good  to  her  or  her  children,  by  such  general 
and  equitable  law  as  may  be  finally  passed  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  L.  remarked  that,  if  any  committee 
should  be  hereafter  raised  to  take  into  eonsidera> 
tion  the  subject  of  paying  the  debts  of  the  States, 
he  would  move  the  reference  of  this  petition 
CO  that  committee.  It  struck  him,  however,  that 
there  would  be  more  propriety  in  paying  off  the 
old  revolutionary  debt,  before  the  idea  of  assuming 
the  debts  of  the  Slates  was  entertained.  Fbr  the 
present,  he  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the 
table.    Agreed  to. 

'  Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  bad  been  re- 
ferred the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  Senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Da  Buys,  postmaster 
at  New  Orleans,  reported  the  bill  back,  with  a 
recommendation  that  the  Senate  coneor  in  the 
amendments. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Senate  eoa- 
curred. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heiis  of 
Robert  Fulton;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  joint  resolntions, 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Repre> 
aentatives  from  that  State  to  vole  for  the  abolirih 
meat  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  ia 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  for  Ihe  adoption  of 
snch  a  plan  of  military  instructions  as  will  he  im- 
partial in  its  operations,  and  consistent  with  the 
spirit  and  genius  of  our  liberal  instimtioBs;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  a  report,  (which  was  ordered  to  l>e  prinlad,) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Major  Thomas  Harrison. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BATES,  leave  was  granted 
to  Thomas  Flanagan  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers  from  the  files  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HT^NTINQTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  w&s  referred  the  resolniion  of 
the  Senate,  instructing  that  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  system  of 
revenue  cotter^,  and  to  employ  a  part  of  the  aary 
of  the  United  S.ates  in  that  service,  made  a  report, 
(which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.)  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  declaring  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  adopt  the  recommeodaiions  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  House  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce 
the  number  and  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
others  employed  in  the  port  of  New  York,"  re- 
ported it  back,  with  an  amendment  to  strike  oat 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, wh'cb  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  Im  dineiad  is 
inform  the  !i3«>nai«  of  the  net  amount  of  revenae  received  froa 
the  customH  in  the  month  of  January,  1813,  aocording  to  tte 
current  returns  made  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  petition' from  Markfaam 
Tristoe,  late  postmaster  at  Warren,  Benton  coon'y, 
Missouri,  praying  that  the  amount  of  a  jodgmrat 
obtained  agsiost  him  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  from  the  Missouri  district  may  be  re- 
funded to  biir:  referred  to  the  Ccmmittee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  Abraham  WO- 
coz,  representing  that  he  is  the  father  of  twenty- 
two  childiea,  pra/ing  aid  of  the  Qovemment  to 
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niM  a  oomptsytogo  to  the  Oregon  Territoxy, 
and  for  grams  of  land,  Ac;  which  was  read,  and 
laid  on  ihe  table. 

The  resolation  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  discharge  that  eommittee  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  refiolntion  of  ihe  Senate  of  the  97th  of 
December  last,  directing  it  to  inquire  into  the  slate  of 
oar  tonnage,  freights,  apd  commerce,  and  to  report 
whether  they  were  prosperous  under  our  existiog 
regnlatiODS  with  foreign  powers,  dkc,  and  to  refer 
the  same  ta  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  dirceiiDg 
him  to  make  the  inquwles  touchiog  the  matter,  and 
to  report  thereon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
was  taken  up;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs. 
HUNTINQTON  and  WOODBURY,  was  adopted. 

The  followiy  resolntion  iotrodaced  by  Mr. 
BcMTov  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  for  consid* 
eration;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  ARCHER, 
not  in  opposition  to  its  adoption,  bat  ezpressinj^the 
belief  that  the  call  was  unlike  any  ever  made,  it 
was  agreed  to,  v'lzt 

R^Molttdt  That  the  Preaideotof  the  United  States  he  request- 
ad  to  comamnieate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  commisaion,  or 
letiar  of  iiwtruciiDa,  which  may  have  been  ffiven  to  Daniel 
Webster,  Eaq^  Secretary  of  State,  U)  treat  with  Lord  Ashburton, 
late  ipeeial  mloiater  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  Statee. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution  directing  the  trans- 
fer of  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  the  Chesa- 
Kake  and  Ol^io  Canal  Company,  to  the  State  of 
aryland,  and  to  the  cities  of  Washington,  George- 
town, and  Alexandria,  on  certain  conditions,  came 
up  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  KINQ  remarked  that  one  of  the  ecnditions 
in  the  bill  on  which  the  steck  was  surrendered, 
was,  that  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  shall  be 
completed  to  Cumberland.  He  inquired  of  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Miaaica]  whether  he 
eonsfdered  that  the  terms  of  the  bill  were  such  as 
anthorixed  the  Government  to  reclaim  the  stock 
in  ease  the  terms  of  the  bill  were  not  complied 
with. 

Mr.  MBRR1CK  replied  that,  if  the  conditions 
were  not  complied  with,  the  whole  of  the  stock 
woDld  rcTert  to  the  Government. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  the  third  tine,  and 
passed. 

The  joint  resolution  for  (he  distribution  of  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Census  Returns  and  Compendium 
of  the   Sixth  Census,  was  read  the  third*time  and 


The  bill  relating. to  the  appointment  of  Assist- 
ant Postmasters  Genera^  Testing  the  power  to  ap* 
point  them  in  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

BANKRUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN^id  that  he  had  given  notice  to  the 
Senate  on  yesterday,  that  be  would  on  to-day  move 
to  fix  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  re- 
peal the  bankrupt  law.  He  was  disposed  to  give 
notice  that  he  would  on  Monday  neit  ask  the  Sen- 
ate to  take  that  bill  up  for  consideration.  He  said 
that  it  was  desirable  that  the  information. obtamed 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  to  the  operations 
of  the  law,  and  the  report  of  the  comnsittee  on  t6e 
SQbjeC,  should  be  is  widely  disseminated  as  possible 
before  they  were  called  upon  to  act  finally  upon 
the  bill;  and  it  was  desirable  to  give  farther  time  to 
Senators  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  the  amendments  recommended  by 
it.  He  supposed  that  all  that  was  desired  by  delay 
could  l)e  accomplished  by  Monday  next. 

Mr.  YOUNG  preferred  that  the  bill  should  be 
then  taken  up,  and  madetbe  special  order  for  Mon- 
day next;  but^  on  being  informed  that  such  course 
would  place  the  bill  behind  other  special  orders, 
be  acquiesced  in  the  soggestion  of  Mr.  Bbrbien. 

RETRBNCHMENT,  ECONOMY,  AND  GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 

The  resolutions  introduced  on  Tuesday  last  by 
Mr.  kcDoFFix,  on  the  propriety  of  adopting  meas- 
ures to  revive  commerce,  replenish  the  impov- 
erished exchequer,  and  to  arrest  the  ziccnmulation 
of  public  debt,  by  reducing  the  tariff  of  the  last 
•ession  to  a  revenue  standard,  and  by  practisiif  a 
Agid  system  of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  ac- 
eoontabiiity,  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  EVANS  (in  reply  to  Mr.  McDnms'S  re- 
marks of  yesterday)  addressed  the  Senate  for  up* 


wards  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  discussing  at  large 
the  various  topics  involved  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,,  and  the  additional 
resolutions  which  he  had  himself  submitted. 

At  the  outset,  he  remarked,  it  was  with  very  great 
reluctance  that  he  rose  to  occupy  any  portion  of  the  ^ 
time  of  the  Senate  at  this  late  period  of  tbe  session, 
when  there  were  so  many  important  and  pressing 
matters  demanding  its  attention,  in  tbe  discussion 
of  these  resolations — resolutions  which  be  feared 
were  to  end  in  discussion  alene.  Nevertheless,  as 
tbey  were  deemed  of  very  great  importance,  (as 
they  certainly  were,)  and  had  been  discossed  with 
ability  by  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDupna,]  who  always  evidenced  an  ability  in 
whatever  be  undertook  to  discuss,  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  as  briefly  as  possible  to  submit  such  remarks 
as  the  hasty  consideration  of  the  subject  would  ena- 
ble him  to  make.  Tbe  resolutions  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  were  chiefly  directed  to  the  condition  of 
the  treasury — to  the  finances  and  commerce  of  the 
country;  and  a  very  large  portion  of  tbe  speech 
with  which  the  Senator  had  favored  tbe  Senate  was 
directed  to  the  condition  of  the  business  of  the 
connury,  which  he  (Mr.  E.)  admitted  were 
inseparably  connected.  He  agreed  with  the  Sena- 
tor fully  and  thoroughly,  that  the  commerce  of  the 
country  was  crippled  to  a  very  great  extent,  and 
that  business  was  deeply  embarrassed.  He  Would 
not  differ  from  the  honorable  Senator  as  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  which  proposed  a  system 
of  economy  and  retrenchment,  and  of  limiting  the 
expenses  of  Government  to  the  income  which  may 
be  derived  by  the  treasury  from  all  sources.  He 
would  agree  with  the  Senator,  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  was  greatly  embarrassed  and  crip- 
pled; but  he  differed  from  him  radically  as  to  the 
causes  which  had  occasioned  it,  and  as  to  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  measures  which  he  proposed  to  revive 
it, 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  a  minute  investigation 
of  the  measures  which  he  conceived  had  led  to  the 
derangements  of  the  currency,  to  which  be  mainly 
attributed  the  distresses  of  the  country.  He  vindi- 
cated the  course  which  he  and  the  friends  with 
whom  he  had  acted  took  in  defence  of  tbe  State 
banks,  after  they  had  been  stimulated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  broken  down,  and  when  the  Adminia- 
tration  turned  round  on  them,  and  endeavored  to 
destroy  them. 

Having  disposed  of  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
he  adverted  to  tbe  position  assumed  in  the  Sena- 
tor's resolations— that  the  tariff  law  was  the  cause  of 
the  condidon  of  the  country,  and  that  a  revision  of 
that  law  would  resuscitate  commerce.  He  con- 
tended that  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  two- 
fold —foreign  and  domestic ;  and  that  the  one  was 
dependent  on  the  other; .  so  that,  if  domestic  com- 
merce languUhed  and  fell  into  decay,  so  must  foreign 
commerce.  It  was,  therefore,  more  reasonable 
to  trace  tbe  crippled  state  of  foreign  commerce  to 
causes  which  had  operated  on  domedtie  commerce, 
than  to  wbat  tbe  Senator  contends  was  for  the  pro- 
tection and  benefit  of  the  home  manufacturing  in- 
terests identified  with  domestic  commerce.  In 
tracing  out  their  causes,  he  (Mr.  E.)  had  satisfied 
himself  that  they  had  their  origin  in  the  want  of 
a  sound  currency  of  uniform  value  in  every  part 
of  the  Union.  This,  he  contended,  was  the  great 
source  of  the  evils  under  which  the  country  labored. 

In  speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury,  and 
its  resources,  he  assumed  that  the  dutiable  imports 
of  the  year  1843  would  be  forty-two  milliouF — 
yielding  a  revenue  from  customs  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  He  estimated  that 
the  actual  expenditures  of  the  Govemnaent,  inde- 
pendent of  tbe  interest  on  debt,  would  riot  exceed 
twenty-two  millions  of.  dollars  for  tbe  year  and  a 
half  ending  30th  June,  1844.  He  combated  the 
idea  that  the  debt  could,  by  any  possibility,  reach 
to  what  had  been  assumed  by  some-— thirty  or  forty 
millions  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  did  not  at 
present  exceed  twenty-five  million^;  and  could  not 
be  increased  one  dollar  without  a  law  of  Congress 
to  that  effect;  of  which  tbere  was  no  possible  chance 
now,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The  reduc- 
tions and  retrenchments  effected  by  Congress  in  the 
sppropriation  bills  rendered  it  certain  that  the  Gov- 
J   ernmeat  could  get  along  very  well,  and  witboat 


the  slightest  embarrassment,  by  being  allowed  to 
re-is»ue  treasury  notes  already  aatborized.  There 
besring  interest  were  already  at  a  premium,  and 
would  naturally  stay  out  without  any  effort;  and  it 
would  be  only  necessary  to  allow  tbe  treasury 
notes  falling  due  this  year  to  bear  interest,  to  keep 
them  out  too,  and  prevent  them  from  embarrassing 
the  treasury. 

Mr.  £.  attributed  to  (he  passage  of  the  tariff  law 
of  last  session  the  revival  of  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  high  appreciation  of  the  Govern** 
mentf  Ftocks  in  tbe  money  market. 

Speaking  of  his  resolutions,  to  the  effect  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  several  States  to  make  provision 
for  meeting  their  engagements,  and  sustaining  tbtir 
credit,  he  contended  that  the  General  Government 
had  a  ri<:ht  to  make  that  declaration,  without  in- 
curring the  censure  of  the  Slates,  inasmuch  as  the 
depreciation  of  their  credit  reacted  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States;  and  besides,  as  a  creditor  of 
some  of  those  Sates,  at  least  to  the  amouat  of  six 
or  seven  millions,  the  United  States  ayus  entitled 
to  tbe  rights  of  a  creditor,  in  regard  to  exprcfsing 
its  opinions. 

He  also  maintained  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment, being  the  Government  of  the  same  people 
who  owned  tbe  States  themselves,  was  bound  to 
reader  those  State.«,  in  their  aeeessiiy,  whatever 
assistance  it  was  in  its  poweV  to  afford.  How  that 
was  to  be  done,  was  a  matter  of  consideration,  and 
could  not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  l)ecome 
a  proper  subject  of  discussion. 

Mr.  E.  concluded  by  proposing  the  folio  ^ring 
amendment  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  McDofhs: 
for  which  see  proceedings  of  the  15th  Feb. 

Mr.  DAYTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  three 
resolutions  of  the  amendment,  with  a  view  to  in- 
sert the  following: 

Retolved,  Tbal  the  diatroat  and  obloquy  CMt  upon  the  Fed. 
6ral  Government  by  reanon  of  (be  .failure  of  certain  States  to 
ualie  prompt  payment  of  their  del>^  to  an  unjnel  and  unfeonA*. 
ed  imputation  upon  ita  credit  and  good  faith;  that,  while  tbto 
Goyernment  deploree  the  misguided  policy  of  thoae  States 
which  bare  embarrassed  thenDseWes,  ft  disclaims  all  Itatrlllty, 
legally  or  morally,  for  such  delinquency;  while,  in  ?  indication 
or  its  own  unblemished  faith  and  honori  it  appeals  with  c<Mifr 
dence  to  its  past  history. 

Mr.  D.  then  remarked  that  he  had  no  dispo- 
sition to  embark  in  the  general  discussion  which 
bed  arisen  on  these  resolutions;  bat,  having  submit- 
ted this  amendment  to  one  of  the  resolutions,  he 
would  feel  gratified  if  the  Sentfte  would  afford  hita 
a  few  moments  in  which  to  express  his  views  oa 
the  subject  of  his  amendment.  It  was  very  de» 
sirable  to  him  that  the  matter  should  be  postponed 
till  io>morrow,  pledging  himself  to  occupy  the  Sen- 
ate but  a  few  minutes  at  that  lime. 

Mr.  RIVES  remarked  that  he  wished  to  submit 
a  paper  whieh  he  had  prepared,  expressing  hts  own 
views  on  the  8ubject*matier  brought  into  the  dis- 
cussion on  these  resolutions.  It  was  not  then  in 
order  to  submit  this  paper  as  an  amendment  to  the 
resolutions  pending;  but,  wish  the  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  would  present  it  with  the  view— if  tbe 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Oattom]  was  rejected— of  submitting 
it  as  a  substitute  for  llie  last  three  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evans  ]  The  paper 
was  read. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  that  both  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  and  tbe  peper  submitted  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  would  be  re- 
ceived and  printed.  They  were  received,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  that  he  was  exceed- 
ingly sorry  te  f*nd  that,  when  there  were  just  about 
two  weeks  of  the  session  left,  a  general  discussion 
was  likf  ly  to  be  opened  up  on  a  proposition  out  of 
which  no  practical  good  could  grow.  If  the  die* 
cession  was  permitted  to  progress,  the  whole  se^ 
sion  would  be  consumed  in  unprofitable  debate. 
He  therefore  ro5;e  for  the  simple  purpose  of  giving 
notice  to  the  Senate  that  on  to-mono w,  as  soon 
after  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
[Mr.  Datton]  as  he  could  get  the  floor,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  whole  of  the  propositions  on  the 
table;  and  he  trusted  that  all  those  Senators  who 
were  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  practical  businesa 
of  the  session  would  be  in  their  places,  and  sus- 
tain,, by  their  votes,  the  proposition  he  intended  t^ 
make. 
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Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  bclieTe  that  the  discussion 
which  was  suggested  on  the  introduction  of  the 
resolotions  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
CaroliDa  [Mr.McDupFiB]  was  unprofitable  or  un- 
wise; and  if  he  had  even  supposed  that  such  was 
the  esse  with  reference  to  those  resolutious,  he 
should  have  changed  bis  opinion  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  several  propositions  now  laid  before 
that  body.  The  proposition  submitted  as  an 
ameodment  to  the  r^olntions  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  intended  to  present  to  ihe  Senate 
the  question  of  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the 
States,  having  come  before  them  on  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  Senator,  it  would  be  unbecoming  in  the 
Senate,  in  the  present  emergency,  not  to  meet  the 
question  fully,  fairly,  and  openly.  He  then  said 
he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  expressiug  the  hope 
that,  under  no  circumstances,  would  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  motion  which  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Merrick]  Intimated  bis  inten- 
tion to  submit.  The  language  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  admonished  them  of 
the  consequences  which  would  be  fairly  deduced  if 
the  Senate  adopted  this  side  way  of  disposing  of  the 
question;  that  delusive  hopes  would  be  enter  ained 
that  this  Government  would  endorse  the  faltering 
credit  of  the  States,  by  directly  or  indirec^y  assu- 
ming their  debts.  Such  (said  he)  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  express 
its  opinion  on  the  subject.  The  negative  act  of  a 
failure  to  express  an  opinion  against  the  assump- 
tion, would  be  construed  as  giving  a  shadow  of 
countenance  to  the  scheme.  He  appealed  to  the 
Sena'e  to  meet  the  question  fairly,  and  to  make  the 
vote  of  laying  the  resolutions  on  the  table  a  test 
question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  very  much  impressed 
with  the  same  considerations  expressed  by  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Mxrrick  ]  that  a 
protracted  discussion  on  these  resolutions  and 
amendments  would  obstruct  the  pressing  and  ne- 
cessary business  of  Congress  yet  to  be  acted  upon 
this  session.  There  were  but  fifteen  days  of  the 
session  yet  unexpired,  during  which  a  very  large 
number  of  public  and  private  billis  must  be  acted 
upon.  No  compensating  benefit  could  be  ex'pected 
from  the  discussion  of  mere  abstract  questions  lead- 
ing to  no  action;  for  experience  had  shown  that 
xesolations  of  this  kind  were,  from  time  to  time, 
offered  and  discussed  at  former  sessions,  for  weeks 
upon  weelra,  without  leading  to  any  practical  re- 
aulis.  He  instanced  several  occasions,  within  a 
few  years  back,  in  which  much  time  had  been  de- 
voted to  abstract  discussions.  At  the  same  time, 
as  the  question  c{  the  assumption  of  the  State 
debts,  or  of  assisting  the  States  to  get  out  ot  their 
indebtedness,  had  been  mooted,  he  concurred  in 
the  opinion  that  it  was  now  necessary  to  have 
some  unequivocal  expression  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  Senate  on  that  point,  and  would  le  glad 
if  it  could    be   brought    up   either    in    the  form 

Sroposed  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
iivKS,]  or  in  some  other  form;  for  he  desired  an 
opportunity  to  give  expression  to  bis  sentiments. 
Bat  he  feared  so  much  discuission  would  take  place, 
and  so  many  subjects  of  Controversy  would  be 
opened  up  t>efore  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  could  come  up,  that  an  opportunity 
would  not  be  afforded  of  taking  the  vote  of  the 
Senate  directly  on  the  question;  and  he  could, 
therefore,  wish  it  had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
Senator  as  a  distinct  proposition,  en  which  a  vote 
could  be  taken  directly.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would,  how- 
ever, call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  make  a  report  on  the  memorials  and  pe- 
titions which  had  been  referred  te  that  committee 
in  such  numbers  during  the  session,  and  hoped  he 
would  be  prepared,  in  a  day  or  two,  to  make  that 
report. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  that  no  petitions  were  bsfore 
the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  assumption  of 
the  State  debts. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  were  great  num- 
bers of  petitions  and  memorials  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  issuing  Government  scrip, 
based  on  the  public  lands,  to  the  amount  of 
1900,000.000,  for  iherelief  of  the  Stales,  which  was 
the  same  thing. 
Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  petiUons  in  relation 


to  a  currtacy  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of 
that  kind  bad  beei>>  referred  to  the  committee;  but 
they  had  noihing  to  say  about  the  assumption  of 
the  State  debts. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  teferred  the  Senator  to  the 
very  last  petition  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  presented,  and 
which  had  been  referred  te  the  committee. 

Mr.  ARCHER  concurred  with  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  that,  the  que^tion  having  come  before  the 
Seaate — no  matter  in  what  shapp,  or  bow — it 
would  not  now  do  to  give  it  the  go-by;  and  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  direct  vote  upon  it.  He  also 
concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  in  the 
necessity  of  applying  the  remaining  time  of  the 
session  to  the  real,  practical  business  of  legislation. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  sof  gestion  he  would  throw 
out  would  meet  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
evf  ry  Senator-  It  was,  that,  after  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  (who  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  to 
whom  it*  is  in  courtesy  due)  shall  have  expressed 
hi«  views  to-morrow,  the  vote  on  the  amendment**, 
in  their  order,  and  then  on  the  resolutions,  will  be 
suffered  to  be  taken  without  further  debate. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  seeing  that  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate was  in  favor  of  a  speedy  termination  of  a  dis- 
cussion which,  if  it  proceeded,  would  obstruct 
the  public  busine^s,  would  most  cheerfully  waive 
any  intention  he  had  of  accompanying^  his  amend- 
ment with  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  sorry  the  Senator  waived 
his  right  to  the  floor;  for  he  was  a^ured,  even  if 
any  indulgence  were  implied  in  the  opportunity,  it 
was  fully  due,  and  would  be  gladly  accorded  to  a 
Senator  who  had  so  seldom  availed  himself  of  his 
privilege  to  address  the  Senate.  He  (Mr.  A  ) 
would  suggest  that,  as  soon  as  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  shall  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  the  direct  vote  on  tbe  question,  which  it 
seemed  now  so  necessary  to  meet  openly  and  frank- 
ly, could  be  taken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Rivss;]  and  that  be-  , 
ing  disposed  of,  on  any  other  amendments  to  be 
offered,  and^finally  on  the  resolutions  themselves, 
without  any  debate. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  very  cheerfully  waived  any 
right  of  accompanying  his  resolutions  with  any  re- 
marks, in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  his 
colleague. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought,  as  tbe  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  had  waived  his  ri^ht  to  speak,  and  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  had  done  the  same,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  proceeding  at 
once  to  the  vote,  and  the  whole  matter  might  bs 
disposed  of  in  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  objected,  that  there  was  not. 
at  that  late  hour,  a  full  attendance  of  Senators;  and 
it  was  extremely  desirable  every  Senator  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  upon 
such  a  momentous  subject.  He  would,  therefore, 
suggest  the  propriety  of  agreeing,  by  gvneral  con- 
sent, to  take  the  vote  at  one  oYlock  lo-morrow,  and 
let  it  be  understood  that  a  full  attendance  will  be 
expected  at  th»t  hour. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  did  not  understand  the  addi- 
tional resolution  on  the  subject  of  State  credit, 
which  was  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  had 
any  bearing  whatever  on  the  question  of  the  as- " 
sumption  of  the  State  debts.  He  thought  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  take  silent  votes  on  such  incon- 
gruous resolutions  and  amendment?;  for  if  all  were 
adopted,  they  would  make  a  string  of  contradic- 
tions. 

Mr.  MERRICK  should  persist  in  his  notice,  that 
if  the  discussion  was  to  proceed,  he  should  move 
to  morrow  to  lay  the  whole  subjf^ct  on  the  table. 
He  would  do  thi.?,  not  to  evade  any  question,  but 
simply  to  get  forward  with  the  public  business. 
At  such  a  late  period  of  tbe  session,  it  was  insuf- 
ferable that  every  possible  question  of  agitation 
which  distracted  the  country  should  be  got  up  to 
the  total  annihilation  of  all  the  practical  legislative 
duties  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  an  adjournment; 
but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  LINN,  who  submitted  a  resolution  which 
be  had  intended  to  offer  in  the  morning  hour.  Af- 
ter which, 

Mr.  McDUFPIK  observed  that,  yielding  to  the 
very  forcible  reasons  urged  by  the  Senator  from 


Maryland,  much  as  he  desired  to  answer  some  of 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  he  woold 
waive  all  right  of  reply,  on  the  understanding  thtt 
the  question  on  the  amendments  and  resolotiom 
would  be  taken  to-motrow,  at  1  o'clock,  wiibott 
debate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LINN, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HpUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
ToBSDAT,  February  14, 1843. 
Mr.  L11TLEFIELD  of  Maine  presented  a  peii. 
tion  signed  by  certain  widows  of  officers  and  sU- 
diers  of  tbe  revolutionary  war,  to  wit:  JaneKreord 
Abigail  Record,  Miriam  Hull,  Margaret  Tubio| 
Hannah  Lombard,  Betsey  Peofiily,  Sarah  French,' 
Sylva  Conant,  Lucy  Bailey,  Mary  S'evenf,  Mar- 
garet Cushman,  Mary  Needham,  Rachel  Field, 
Anna  Gold,  Sarah  Perkins,  Mary  Hubbard,  Sirah 
Siurtevan*,  Elizabeth  Fletcher,  Mary  Hoimn, 
Mary  Fuller,  Jennet  Washburn,  Polly  Sode, 
Naomi  Briggs,  Mehitable  Perkins,  Anna  Tacbr, 
and  Sarah  Gardner,  residing  in  Buckfield  and  tI- 
cinity,  Oxford  county,  Maine,  prayirgfor  an  ex- 
tension of  tbe  pension  law  of  July  7, 1838;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committer  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
State  of  the  Union— a  bill  for  that  purpose  being 
now  before  that  committee. 

Mr.  BOWNE  presented  the  petition  of  Fred6 
rick  Jnliand  and  29  other  citizens  of  Greene,  Che- 
nango county,  New  York,  prajing  that  Congrai 
will  promptly  act  upon  and  adopt  the  excbeqner, 
or  plan  of  finance,  as  recommended  by  the  iW 
dent. 

Mr.  McKEON  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  a  redociioi 
of  the  expenses  of  the  National  Government,  the 
abolition  of  the  franking  piivilege,  and  arednctjon 
of  the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  laid  on  the  table  addiliontl 
papers  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Jona.  Shafer  ot 
Washington  county, '  Maryland:  referred  to  (fie 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  JACK  presented  the  petition  cf  117 
citizens  of  Clearfield  county,  in  Pennsy]7aBia,pr^* 
ing  the  establishment  of  a  mail  roots  along  the 
Snow  Shoe  turnpike,  in  said  connty:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

EXCHEaUER. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose  and  inquired  if  there  wii 
a  sioecial  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER,  replied  tn  the  affinnatire. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  said  that,  without  moTing 
any  special  order,  he  should  ask  the^Honse  tn{o 
into  committee  on  Thursday,  with  a  viev  to  take 
up  the  exchequer  bill  of  the  gentleman  fran 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushimo,]  and  'he  sobsiitme 
for  that  bill  submitted  by  himself.  He  wished  that 
subject  to  have  preference  over  all  oihet  bnsiness. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  obtained  the  floor,  and  wasabou 
to  call  up  the  special  order,  (bill  No.  548;)  vhei 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  wi8h«d  to  hoof 
whether  the  special  order  overrode  all  other  baai- 
ness,  the  morning  hour  included. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  it  did. 

At  the  request  e>f  several  gentlemen,  Mr.  AS* 
NOLD  yielded  the  floor,  with  a  view  to  the  recep- 
tion of  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
S'ate  of  Maryland,  numerously  signed,  asking  for 
the  relief  of  Amos  Kendall  from  the  fine  imposed 
on  him  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Go* 
lumbia. 

Mr.  MALLORY,  from  the  select  committee  ob 
the  coast  survey,  made  a  report. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  presented  a  petition  from  thediy 
of  New  York,  numerously  signed,  praying  are 
duction  of  postages,  and  the  passage  of  bill  No. 
5AS.    [Langhter.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from^  the  Committee  en 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  claimof 
John  J.  Bulow. 

Mr.  RANDALL  of  Maine,  from  the  Commiitn 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  ihi 
owners  and  crew  of  tbe  schooner  Bloomiog  Yoithj 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and  crew  of  the; 
schooner  Dove,  of  Lippic&nj  and  a  bill  for  the  rt- 
•lief  of  tbe  owners  and  crew  of  the  schooner  FHh 
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rilla:  read  twiee,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  R.  ako  reported  seTe^l  Senate  Mils,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablic  Lands,  reported  a  joint  resolaiionin  relation 
to  bonnty  land  patents:  read  a  third  time,  knd 
passed.  *' 

Mr.  H.  also  made  an  adverse  report  npon  the 
petition  of  Cadwallader  Wallace. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON,  from  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Pablic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  the 
sale  of  pnblic  lands  in  certain  cases.  Read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  T.  also  reported  Senate  bills  *'(o  perfect 
the  titles  to  lands  sonth  of  the  Arkansas  river,  held 
ander  New  Madrid  locations,  and  pre-emption 
rights  under  the  act  of  1814,"  and  **Ao  act  in  re- 
lation to  the  two  per  cent  fund  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi."  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pnblic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  mode 
of  paying  over  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  two 
per  cent,  fand  relinqnished  to  said  State  by  the  act 
commonly  known  as  ihedistribntion  act  of  1841. 

After  a  short  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  BRIGQS, 
CHAPMAN,  GWiN,  STANLY,  and  JACOB 
THOMPSON  participated,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

THB  WAREQOUSINa  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  J,  P.  KENNEDY  said  he  was  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  state  that  it  was 
their  desire  that  the  warehousing  bill  should  be 
taken  up,  and  a  day  set  apart  for  its  contideraiion. 
As.  there  appeared  to  be  some  doubt  whether  the 
House  would  consider  the  bill  this  session  or  not, 
be  moved  to  make  it  the  special  order  for  this  day 
week,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
House  as  to  their  disposition  to  act  upon  it.  He 
made  the  motion,  and  desired  the  vote  on  it  to  be 
eonsiderefl  as  a  test 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  if  the  motion 
was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 

Mi.  J.  P.  KKfi9NEDY  said  he  would  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  making  the^notion  he  had  in- 
timated. 

THE  DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  said  he  was  Instructed  to 
report  a  resolution  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  recbarter  of  the  District  hanks.  He 
wifihed  the  vole  on  the  resolution  to  be  made  a 
test  TOte. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Ussotved,  That  tlie  Committee  of'  the  Whole  House  be  die* 
charged  Irom  th«  further  conflideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
charten  of  the  banln  of  the  Dietrici  of  Columbia,  being  Houee 
bUl  No.  676. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table,  and  asked  the  yea&and 
Days  on  the  motion. 

Xhey  were  tak^n,  and  resulted— yeas  87,  nays 
108,  as  follows:  • 
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YEAS— MeoRi.  Arrtngton,  BeeiMN),  Bidlack;  Birdaeye,  Blair, 
Bordeo,  Bowne,  Brewster,  A.  V.  Brown,  C,  Brown.  Burlce, 
'William  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patricic  C.  Cald- 
well, John  Campbell,  Cary,  Caeey,  Cbapmao,  Clifford,  Clin- 
ton, Colea,  Daniel;  Rlci)atd  D.  Davie,  Daweoo,  Dean,  Doan, 
Caatmao,  John  Bawvda,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
Fomanee,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Cue* 
UDe,Gwin,  Harria,  Hastings,  Hays,  Hoptrios,  Houck,  Hous- 
ton, Htttaard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Care  John- 
son, John  W.  Jooes,  Kelm,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Linn,  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  Abraliam  McClellan,  McKay,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Al- 
fred Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mathews,  Miller,  Mitch- 
ell, liewhard,  Partridge,  PickeiM,PlDmer.  Reed,  Redinir,  Rev- 
noida,  Ricgs,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Bahford,  Saunders,  Stiields, 
William  Baiih,  snyder,  Bteeorod,  Btration,  Sweney,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Van  Buren,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Wood,  and  John  Voong— 87. 

NAYB— Meesrs.  Ailams,  Laadaff  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton, 
Brins,  Brockway,  Broneon.  M.  BroWn,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bur- 
DeiiTwlUiam  Butler,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Ca- 
ruthen,  Childa,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Crawford,  Garrett  Davis,  Deber- 

8r.  Everett,  Peasenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates, 
entry,  Oioatogs,  Granger,  Green,  Hall,  Haleied,  Henry,  How- 
ard, HodaoD,  Huat,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  levin,  James, 
iHsc  P.  JoiMa»  Joto  P*  Kenrr^f ;  ftiog,  Lane,  McK^nnao, 


Mathiot,  Bfattocks,  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morris,  Mor 


Blade,  Traman  Smith.  Bprigf,  Btanly,  Btokely,  Alexander  H. 
H.  Btuart,  John  T.  Btuart,  Bummers,  Taliaferro,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  THIingbaiit,  Toland,  Tripleit,  Trolti,  TrumbulL 
Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Washington,  Bdward 
D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christo- 

5 her  H.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  and  Augustus 
oung— 106. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WBLLER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  re«oIntion.  He  said  to  extend 
the  charter  of  six  banks  in  this  District  for  ten 
years,  without  one  momtni^s  eonnderation  or  dtbaU, 
was  an  outrage  upon  all  propriety  in  legislation. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted — yeas  114, 
nays  98,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meesrs.  Adams.  Allen,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Arnolo,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
nard, Barton,  Boardman,  Brijsgi^  Brockway,  BronsoiuMllion 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  William  Butler,  Calhoun,  Thomas 
J.  Campbell,  Carvthers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Claik, 
Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Crawford,  Cushing,  Garrett  Davis, 
Debeiry,  Everett,  Feseenden,  Fillmore,  A.  Lawrence  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gates,  Gentrv,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Graham, 
Granger,  Green,  Halated.  Henry,  Holmes,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  Jamee,  William  Coat 
Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kins,  Lane,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  May- 
nard.  Meriwether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne, 
Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell.  Ramsey,  Benjamin 
Randall,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Rancher,  Riagwav,  Riggs,  Rod- 
ney, William  Russell,  James  M.  Ruasell,  Saltonstafv  Sbep- 
perd,  Slade,  Truman  Smith,  Sprlgg,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Strauon, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Btuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Talia- 
ferro, Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tillinahast,  Toland,  Tomlinson, 
Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  and  Augustus 
Youna— 114. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrington,  Atherton,  Beeeon,  Bidlack,  Birds- 
eye,  Blair,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Aanm  v.  Brown,  Chas.  Brown, 
Burke,  William  O.  Butler.  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Camplwll,  Cary.  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Richard  D.Davis,  Dawson, 
Dean,  Doan,  Eastman, John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  John 
G.  Flovd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomanee,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Wil- 
Ham  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gustine,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hastings, 
Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  Cave  Jehnaon,  John 


W.  Jonee,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lino,  Littlefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Rol>ert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason, 
Mathews,  Medili,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Newliaid,  Parmenter,  Par- 
tridge, Payne,  Pickens  Plumer,  Read,  Reding,  Reynolds, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Saniord,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Shields,  Steen- 
rod,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Van  Buren, 
Ward,  Watteraon,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  WilUama, 
and  John  Young— 96. 

Mr.  J-  CAMPBELL  rose,  to  moTe  that  the  bill 
649  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tbius- 
day  next. 

Ihe  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to 
make  that  motion,  unless  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  hoped  general  consent 
would  be  gi?en;  for  the  bill  was  a  very  important 
one.  [It  was  understood  to  be  the  bill  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  districiiog  section  of  the  ap- 
portionment bill,  under  the  late  eensn?.] 

Mr.  BARNARD  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  allow  comm^tees  to  be  called 
for  reports,  before  he  introduced  his  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  calling  of  committees 
for  reports  was  the  business  in  order;  and  he  con- 
tinued the  call,  beginning  with  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  ihe 
Judiciary,  reported  a  joint  resolution  relating  to 
certain  public  property  purchased  for  the  United 
Slates  in  the  city  of  Detroii.  It  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JESSE  HOYT. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  he  was  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  resolution 
for  the  printing  of  the  memorial  of  Je&5e  Hoyt, 
which  was  presented  to  the  Houao  a  few  days  ago. 

Mr.  BOARD  VIAN  requested  permis.^ion  lo  make 
a  peisonal  explanation  «n  that  subject,  as  he  bad 
been  abused  by  that  man  [Jesse  Hoyi]  in  the  news- 
papers. He  then  went  on,  by  general  consent,  to 
make  some  statements  of  ihe  reasons  he  had  for 
offering  a  resolution  in  this  House  oYi  this  subject 
at  the  last  session,  as  Jesse  Hoyt  had  attributed  to 
him  unworthy  motives.  He  read  extracts  from 
th^i  reports  of  the  commissioners  who  were  sent  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  New  Yoik  cnstom- 
hou^c;  from  which  he  found  that 'Jesse  Hoyt— 4i 
man  who  was  guilty  of  robbing  the  pnblic  treas- 
ury— had,  in  his  ^character  of  collector,  charged 
$201,508  in  addition  to  his  other  fees  allowed  by 


the  Gofemmeni;  and  he  bad  wished  to  know  if  the 
Qorernment  was  in  the  habit  of  allowing  such 
charges.  He  said  he  eonld  not  have  had  any  per- 
sonal object  in  abusing  Jesse  Hoyt,  for  he  did  not 
even  know  the  man,  though  he  believed  he  was 
introduced  to  him  some  years  ago,  when  Jesse 
Hoyt  bore  the  character  of  an  honest  man;  bnt 
that  was  a  long  titae  ago.  This  explanation  which 
he  now  made  was,  perhaps,  nnnecessary;  and  for 
occupying  the  lime  of  the  House  with  it,  perhaps 
he  ought  to  apologise;  for  the  abuse  of  a  rogoe 
like  Jesse  Hoyt— who  was  cast  off  even  by  the  snb- 
terra  nean  Locofoco  Democracy  of  New  York,  at- 
tached as  they  were  to  plnnder— could  affect  no 
honest  map. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  the  letter  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  referred — whieh  had 
been  published  in  Ihe  pnblic  papers— was  one 
which  no  decent  man  could  countenance;  but  the 
memorial  (the  printing  of  which  be  now  moved)  was 
respectful  in  its  character. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  interrupted  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Barnard,]  who  was  proceeding 
with  his  remarks,  and  said  the  debate  was  useless. 
He  inquired  if  the  morning  hour  had  not  expired, 
and  expressed  his  anxiety  that  the  House  would 
not  consume  its  time  with  useless  discussions, 
when  the  day  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  special  or- 
der—which  was  his  bill  No.  548. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  that  committees  were  called  for  reports 
by  general  consent. 

After  some  few  observations  from  several  gen- 
tlemen, the  question  of  priming  wa9  negatived. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  Senate  bill  without  amendment. 
It  was  an  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  district  of  Connecticut;  and  as  it 
was  unobjectionable,  it  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  then  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  desired  the  gentleman 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  to  enable  him  (Mr.  Cave 
Jobnson)  to  make  a  report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Retrf  nehment. 

Mr.  EVEBETT  rose  to  a  privileged  question, 
amidst  great  confusion;  and  some  explanation  en- 
sued  between  him  and  the  Speaker,  which  was  not 
audible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  BONDa 

Mr.  OWIN  rose,  and  desired  permission  to 
make  a  few  remarks,  which  were  of  an  explanato- 
ry character. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  there  were  at  least  twenty 
gentlemen  who  desired  the  floor;  and  be  could  not 
yield. 

He,  however,  afterwards  consented,  on  an  ex- 
planation of  Mr.  Gwm's  object. 

Mr.  QWIN  asked  the  iadulgenoe  of  the  House 
a  moment  to  enable  him  to  reply  to  some  state- 
mentv  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  GRAMGKa]  on  Saturday  last,  as  reported  in 
the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday  morning.  He  would 
remark  that,  from  the  noise  around  him  during 
the  lime  the  gentleman  was  addressing  the  House, 
he  had  not  heard  the  gentleman  make  the  state- 
ments as  they  are  reported,  or  he  would  have  cor- 
rected them  at  the  time.  The  gentleman  is  report- 
ed to  have  said: 

"Mr.  Granobs  came  not  here  lo  ipealc  with  dismpect  of 
any  noan  who  had  been  elerated  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  one 
of  the  Biatea  of  this  confederacy;  but  let  ffentloroen,  after  the 
execution  of  these  bonds— ailer  Uie  sale,  delivery,  and  receipt 
of  the  $5,000,000— turn  to  the  message  of  Governor  McNutt, 
and  what  did  iliey  findl  That  he  had  Tielded  his  individual 
opinions  to  the  voice  of  the  people  of  MtasisBippi!  The  lx>nde 
hod  been  issued;  there  wa5  no  pretence  that  the  #5,000^000  had 
not  been  received;  but  when  the  pay  day  came,  the  morality  of 
Mississippi  poclceted  the  aBjOOOjOUO,  and  startea  baclc  with  holy 
horror  at  the  idea  of  paying  what  they  had  receired  I" 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  Gwin,)  this  statement  is  a  tissue 
of  iTiisrepresentations  of  fact — no  doubt  nninten- 
tional.  The  expression  attributed  to  Governor 
McNuit  was  made  in  reference  to  signing  the  bank 
charter,  and  not  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds.  As  to 
the  statement  that  there  was  no  pretence  that  the 
h.ve  millions  of  dollars  had  Bot  been  received,  the 
gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken.  It  is  not  the 
fact — not  a  word  of  it;  for  the  main  ground  taken 
by  the  party  in  that  State  who  are  opposed  to  wh 
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samirg  ibe  payment  of  these  bonds,  is,  ibnt  the 
money  wns  never  received  by  the  State,  but  by  ihe 
bank;  for  whose  acts  and  debts  the  State  is  not  Jia- 
bie,  as  the  act  nnder  which  it  was  organized  is  nn- 
eonstitntional  and  of  no  effect,  so  far  as  the  liabili- 
ty of  the  State  is  concerned.  As  to  having  pocket- 
^  1^  the  five  millions,  and  starting  back  with  horror 
when  pay* day  ^ame,  there  is  more  poetry  than 
troth  in  it.  The  State  has  ahvjiys  been  wiliini;  to 
appropriate  every  dollar  of  the  sfsets  of  the  bank 
to  the  payment  of  the  bonds,  except  that  portion 
which  has  been  paid  lo  the  bank  by  repudiation 
under  the  bankrupt  law,  and  thns  passpd  out  of  the 
control  of  the  bOLuk.  He  presumed  ihe  gentleman 
entertained  no  holy  horror  at  thus  destroy kig  the 
means  of  the  bank  to  pay  these  bends,  to  the 
amonnt  of  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  gentleman  slated  further,  that  the  bonds 
were  sold  above  par.  This  in  not  the  fact.  They 
were  sold  under  par,  if  grid  and  silver  was  to  be 
the  standard,  and  on  a  credit;  in  both  respects  vio- 
lating the  nnconsiitotional  supplement  under  which 
they  were  issued.  The  bank  sold  her  checks  upon 
this  fahd  at  a  premium,  it  is  true,  in  exchange  for 
her  irredeemable  depreciated  paper.  She  fir^t  dis- 
honored her  paper,  and  then  shaved  the  holders  in 
aelliag  her  checks;  and  this  is  called  selling  her 
bonds  above^ar. 

He  wonld  detain  the  House  no  longer  at  present; 
yet  he  would,  before  the  session  closed,  pay  his  re- 
apeets  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
OaAHOCR,]  as  a  teacher  of  morals  to  the  Slate  of 
Mississippi,  as  it  may  be  instructive  to  the  people 
of  that  State  to  know  who  the  bonor*and-dignity 
party  there  liad  selected  as  their  champion  here. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  before  he  proceeded  to 
comment  on  (he  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  he  wonld  make  a  remark  on  another 
sabject.  He  then  quoted  from  the  published  re- 
ports of  the  debate  between  himself  and  the  gentle- 
man  from  Mississippi  on  a  previous  day. 

Mr.  G.  then  went  on  to  say  that  be  wished  his 
disclaimer  to  be  broad.  He  considered  the  matter 
as  past.  Unless  his  disclaimer  had  been  made 
in  good  faith,  it  would  not  have  been  made  at  all. 
His  remarks  were  made  after  full  advisement;  and, 
had  his  intention  been  to  insult  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  no  disclaimer  whatever  would  have 
been  offered. 

Mr.  GWIN  wished  to  know  whether  h«;  was  to 
understand  the  gentleman  as  baviog  laid  or  im- 
plied anything  derogatory  to  him. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  not  mean  to  attack 
the  character  of  the  gent'eman  from  Mississippi. 
He  wished  the  House  and  (he  nation  to  pass  upon 
what  had  oecnrred  between  them. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  he  wished  to  know  distinctly, 
inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  sub- 
ject whether  he  attributed  to  him  any  conduct  un- 
becoming a  member  ef  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  a  gentleman. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said,  no;  be  did  not  intend  to 
assail,  in  any  manner,  the  conduct  or  motives « f 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi.  He  further  stated 
that  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  say  that  the  word 
((brag,"  at  (he  conclusion  of  his  printed  speech, 
was  not  used  by  him. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mis-nssippi  (Mr  GaANasa 
yielding  the  floors)  said  he  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  other 
portions  of  his  reported  remarks.  That  gentleman 
stated  that,  in  m skins  the  motion  he  did  a  few 
days  since,  his  (Mr.  T.'s)  objects  were  two-fold: 
one  was  to  get  up  a  political  exciieroenf;  the  other 
was  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  credit  of  the  United 
States.  Now  (Mr.  T.  said)  he  was  incapable  of 
acting  la  his  representative  capacity  with  any  such 
objects  or  motives.  His  whole  course  in  this 
House  was  a  refutation  of  \he  charges;  and  to 
make  aneh  allegations  was  doing  him  a  manifest  in- 
justice. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  suppose  that 
the  gentleman  wished  to  get  up  a  political  dis- 
coeaion  npon  this  subject,  and  he  also  supposed 
that  the  gentleman  wished,  by  getting  up  such  a  dis- 
cussion, to  throw  upao  the  majority  in  Congress  the 
responsibility  of  having  brought  (he  credit  of  the 
Ck>venuiient  of  the  Uaiied  States  into  disrepute. 


Mr.  THOMPSON  rose  and  said  that,  in  thus 
supposini;,  he  supposed  ifhat  was  false. 

Mr.  GRANGER.    What  did  you  say? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  that,  in  supposing  him 
to  act  with  the  imputed  objects,  he  [Mr.  GaAaoBa] 
supposed  what  was  false. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and  proceeded  to  vin- 
dicate himself  from  the  charge  that  he  bad  un- 
justly declared  that,  after  receiving  $5,000,000 
upon  bonds  sold,  lUc  Slate  ( f  Mississippi  had  repu- 
diated those  very  bondf.  He  had  slated  no  more 
than  what  he  could  prove.  He  bad '  state d  ihat, 
nnder  ibe  laws  of  Miss  i^rippl,  the  Governor  of  that 
State  was  authorized  to  si^a  a  large  amount  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Union '  Bank,  and  to  sob^crlbe  to 
$5,000,000  of  the  slock  of  that  insiituiion.  The 
Governcr  did  sign  the  bonds,  and  did  subscribe  to 
the  5tock  of  the  bank.  The  bonds — to  the  anrounl 
of  $5,000,000— were  sold,  and  the  money  paid, 
and  became  the  capital  of  the  bank.  The  bonds 
were  sold  for  $5,080,000;  being  a  premium  of 
$80,000. 

Mr.  GWIN  rose  to  make  a  correction.  The 
bank  issued  post  notes,  uhich  were  irredeemable, 
'  and  under  par.  It  sold  its  checks  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  for  irredeemable  paper,  which, 
never  was  at  par  with  gold  and  silver.  The  bonds 
were  sold  under  par,  and  payment  received  in  irre- 
deemable paper,  contrary  to  law,  and  in  violation 
both  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  of  the  supple- 
mental charter,  which  was  passed  subsequently. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and  disclaimed  the 
idea  of  mtending  to  speak  disresppctfully  of  the 
Governor  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  He  then 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  condition  and  his- 
tory of  the  Union  Bank  of  Mississippi — contending 
that  the  supplemental  charter,  now  so  universally 
cot^demned,  was  passed  by  14  Wh^'gs  and  36  Dem- 
ocrats. Its  charter  was  signed  by  the  Governor; 
and  subsequently  he  signed  $5,000,000  of  bonds, 
in  accordance  with^that  charter.  The  bonds  were 
sold,  and  the  money  received  into  the  Union  Bank. 
How  did  the  auth'  rides  of  MissiFsippi  then  treat 
this  institaiion?  They  recognised  it  as  a  bank, 
and  declared  that  (be  dividends  on  the  $5,000,000 
should  go  towards  internal  improvement  and  edu- 
cation. Sobsequemly,  the  State  borrowed  $75,000 
of  the  bank,  and  then  $35,000  more.  It  cansed 
certain  lots  in  Jackson  city  to  be  sold,  and  received 
in  payment  promissory  notes,  which  it  caused^to  be 
discounted  as  mercantile  paper  at  this  same  Union 
Bank.  Mr.  G.  read  from  the  message  of  Gk)v. 
McNutt  in  1841,  in  which  the  Governor  treated  of 
the  finances  of  the  State,  and  the  transactions  with 
the  Union  Bank.  It  would  be  perceived,  by  read- 
ing the  message,  that  the  Governor  declared  that  he 
had  yielded  to  the  public  will  in  what  he  had 
done. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  the  Governor  did  not  al- 
lude to  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  when  he  said  he  had 
yielded  to  the  public  will,  contrary  to  his  own  opin- 
ions; but  referred  to  his  having  signed  the  charier 
of  the  bank. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and  reiterated  the  po- 
sitions which  he  bad  previously  assumed.  He 
contended  that  ihe  Governor  bad  signed  the  bonds, 
and  cjmplained  that  he  hnd  to  bear  the  odium  of 
acts  which  he  did  not  sanction.  He  read  a  letter, 
written  in  May,  in  which  It  was  stated  that  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  TMr.GwiN] — who  was 
to  be  the  bearer — would  explain  the  causes  of  the 
non  payment  of  (he  bonds,  &c. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  the  letter  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  waswiitten  by  Judge  Turner,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Mississippi.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had 
never  heard  of  it  until  it  appeared  in  print. 
The  judge  wrote  to  him,  a^ier  the  publication,  ask- 
ing if  he  (Mr.  G.)  recollected  having  carried  the 
letter,  and  al?o  whether  he  remembered  having  a 
conversaiion  with  him  (Judge  T.)  upon  the  sub- 
ject; to  which  he  replied,  that  he  recoilected  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  the  letter  to  which  he  re- 
ferred  was  written  to  show  that  the  Union  Bank 
never  received  but  $5,000,000  on  the  bunds. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  the  letter  was  written  after  the 
bonds  were  issued. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  it  was  troe;  but  thcGover* 
aof  signed  ths  bonds. 


Mr.  GWIN.    Nobody  doubts  that. 

Mr.  GRANGER  resumed,  and,  after  some  for* 
ther  remarks,  concluded  by  saying  that,  bad  the  Stale 
of  Mississippi,  yieking  to  the  force  of  hard  linei, 
asked  the  world  for  time  to  pay  her  obligationf, 
instead  of  repudiating  them,  her  action  wonki  aoc 
have  bad  the  disastrous  effect  on  the  credit  of  the 
country  which  was  now  experienced. 

Here  Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  and  claimed  the  floor. 

Mr.  GWIN  wished  five  minute^  to  explain. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  declined  yielding. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  bill  No  548,  ia 
order  that  it  might  be  acted  on  in  the  House  ai 
once. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  suggested  that  the  adoption  ef 
this  motion  would  preclude  all  opportunity  for 
amendment.  He  proposed  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  bis  motion  and  ^nboQit  a  resolution,  thai 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall  proceed  at  3 
o^clock  this  day  to  vote  npon  all  amendments 
offered,  or  that  may  be  offei^,  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  accepted  of  the  proposiiioa. 

The  resolution  for  taking  the  bill  oat  of  conmit- 
.tee  at  3  o'clock  to-day  was  then  agreed  to— a^cs 
98,  noes  78. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARNOLD  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  [Mr.  Baioosin  the  chair.] 

Honse  bill  No.  548,  '*A  bill  to  reduce  the  coai- 
pensation  to  the  menibers  of  the  Senate,  membcn 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  tod  to  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Territeries,  and  repealing  all  the  Uvi 
on  the  subject,^'  was  taken  up,  and  read  throogh, 
toaether  with  the  amendments  made  thereto  by  the 
Select  Committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  GWIN  offered  the  following  as  a  tubsltate 
for  the  bill;  which  was  read  for  information:  * 

A  BILL  to  retrench  thoezpeodUuRsofUie  Govenunenioftii 

United  B;»tat. 

Be  it  eftaeted  by  the  Senate  and  Botue  ^  RepreBoUatati 
of  the  United  States  9f  America  in  Ckmgress  a»nmblU, 
Tliat,  from  and  after  ttie  30th  day  of  June  next,  thepa)>ud 
emolumeoia  of  all  offlcea  exiating  on  the  4ch  day  of  March,  (te- 
cloaivet)  182S,  under  the  GoTemtuent  of  the  Dniied  Suiet, 
whether  civil,  military,  or  naral,  which  have  b«en  iacreaad 
aince  that  period,  ahall  he  reduced  to  the  rate  at  which  tb«j 
then  were:  Provided^  That,  in  every  case  where  the  pav  aad 
emolunienta  ofany  i)ffice  have  been  reduced  aince  the  4th  ^7 
of  March,  1825,  thie  act  ahall  not  be  ao  cooatrucd  aa  to  chiace 
auch  reduction. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and  afkr  t^ 
30th  dav  of  June  next,  the  pay  and  emolumania  of  ereiy  ofin 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  State*,  whether  cirU.  ndi- 
tary,or  naval,  created  aince  the  4th  of  March,  IGESi,  sIuOj  ba 
reduced  nt  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  oflloer  aader 
the  Government  of  the  United  Statea  ahall  ba  allowed  any  cxai 
compenaaiion  wtiatever. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeied,  Thai,  wbentfrer  theaet 
aion  of  Congreas  ahall  be  protracted  beyooo  five  nsontiui,  tbe 
per  diem  pay  of  the  membera  thereof,  tlierealttr,  ah^l  be  at  tfc« 
rate  of  four  dollan. 

t^BC.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  lawa  and  pam 
of  lawa  ioconaiateot  with  thia  act  be,  and  the  aame  are  bcn^ 
repealed. 

Mr.  HUNT  also  offered  the  following  as  a  snb- 
stitnte  for  the  bill,  which  was  read  for  iuiorma* 
tiou: 

Be  It  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepreeemUanm 
of  the  United  Statee'of  America A^  Congrete  antmkMi 
'That,Jnaiead  of  the  daily  compensation  now  allowed  bj  lav. 
there  ahall  be  paid,  annually,  to  the  Senatora,  Represemaiive*. 
and  Delegatea  from  Teriitoriea,  of  every  future  Coofnei  cf 
the  United  Statecs  the  following  aumi^  reapectively,  ttet  k  10 
aay:  To  the  Preaident  of  the  8enaie  pro  tempow,  whaa  then 
ia  no  Vice  Preaident,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  im  Hoimc  ef  E^ 
reaeniativea,  three  ihouaand  dollara  each;  to  each  Sena'ai: 
(other  than  the  Preaident  pro  tempore,  as  aforesaid,}  member 
of  the  Uouae  of  Reprerantalivea^  (Other  than  the  SpaakcrJ 
and  Delegate,  the  aum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollara. 

Ssa  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That,  In  addition  to  chi 
pay  provided  lor  in  the  ftrateeciion  of  thia  act,  each  Se*)arci^ 
at  every  aeaaion  f>f  Cungreea  and  everv  rocetiag  of  tb«  Ssaaii 
in  the  receai  of  Congreaa,  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  ISl3.«bafl 
be  allowed  and  paid  four  dollare  for  every  twenty  milcaof  c»  I 
timated  diaiance,  by  the  moat  oaual  road,  from  bW  place  of  lal^ 
dence  to  the  seat  01  Congreaa,  at  the  coniniercement  .-.ndecJaT 
every  auch  eeasion  and  meeting;  and  each  Representa'ive  adi  j 
Delegate  of  every  future  Congreaa  ahall  be  allowed  ar^  pail 
four  dollara  for  every  twentv  milea  of  eatimated  diaaance,  by 
the  moet  usual  road,  fK>m  hie  place  of  ceaidence  to  the  erax  el 
Congreaa,  at  the  commencement  and  end  af  every  ■u^'h  efoa; 
and  the  aforeaaid  allowancea  ahall  be  certified  atMl  paitl,  m  om 
aame  manner  aa  the  daily  compensatioQ  aod  travel  itm  9 
membera  or  Congreaa  have  heretofore  been. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  tmeteted.  That  all  acts  ard  paiH 
of  acta,  on  the  aabjectof  compeoaatioa  to  meabere  of  the  d>^ 
att  iMl  of  the  Heoiv  of  EepreMaiatiyei,  aod  DeitiMes  of  T^ 
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ilcoriM,  b««  and  the  mom  an  hortbj,  npetladi  from  and  afur 
dM3d  day  of  Blarcb,  1813.  ^^ 

Iflr.  T.  W.  WIXXIAMS  asked  letve  to  offer 
aa  ameodmeau 

Mr.  CUSHINO  obserred  ihat  there  woald  be 
tfane  enongh  to  offer  amendments  after  tbe  debate 
had  closed.  KM  these  ameDdments  were  consn- 
miDg  the  shore  time  aifoved  for  debate,  and  he 
mast  object  to  any  more  of  them. 

Tbe  CHAIR  then  stated  that  the  bill  having 
been  referred  to  li  svtect  eommittce,  and  reported 
tuLck,  with  amendments,  bj  that  commiiree;  Ibe 
rpgolar  order  of  proceeding  would  be,  first  to  pass 
oa  the  amendments  of  the  committee,  and  such 
amendments  as  might  be  offered  to  ibem;  and  then 
to  consider  snch  amendments  as  might  he  offered 
bj  members  of  the  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  then 
read;  and  the  qnestion  was  pat  on  the  first  amend- 
ment proposed*  substitnting  the  5!b  day  of  Decem- 
ber next  for  the  1st  day  of  Notrember,  [the  time 
the  bill  is  to  go  into  operation,]  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  JMOORE  offered  several  amendments,  which 
were  not  heard;  bat  tbe  Chair  decided  them  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  to  strike  ont  the  first 
section  of  tbe  bill;  bnt  the  Chair  decided  the 
amendment  not  to  be  in  order. 

After  a  conversation  on  points  of  order  by  Messrs. 
CUSHINQ,  MOORE,  ARNOLD,  BARNARD, 
and  the  CHAIR,  daring  which  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  noise  and  coofosion,  and  no  practical 
resnlt, 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  motion  was  rejected— ayes  70,  nors  73- 

Mr.  CUdHlNQ  then  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  claime'd  the  floor,  and  said  he 
wonld  not  yield  it  for  any  snch  motion.  The  gen- 
tleman might  go  on  and  dfecnss  the  pending 
amendment  if  he  pleased. 

Mr.  CUSHING  inqaired  of  the  Chair  whether 
in  Ibis  amendment  he  might  discuss  the  question 
of  the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress 
generally. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  wonld  not  be  in  order  to  do 
ao. 

Mr.  CUSHING.  Then  I  uaderstan4there  is  no 
way  of  discQ.^sing  the  merits  of  this  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  next  amend- 
ment, which  was  to  insert  the  word  *<mtleage**  in 
the  tiOth  line,  so  as  to  make  the  sentence  read 
"No  Senator  shall  be  allowed  for  mileage  a  sain 
eiceeding  six  dollars  per  daj" — but  no  quotum 
voting 

The  CHAIR  made  a  cOunt  of  ihe  House,  and 
ascertained  thai  a  quoram  was  present. 

Mr.  HOLMES  then  offered,  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  providfng  that  no  member  of  Con* 
gress  shall  receive  a  greater  sum  for  mileage  than 
bis  reasonable  travelling  expenses  from  the  place 
of  hi^  residence  to  the  seat  of  Government,  to- 
gether with  f  8  per  day  for  every  day's  travel. 

The  CHAIRMAN  inqaired  where  the  adtend* 
meat  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
intended  to  come  in. 

Mr.  HOLMES  replied.  Anywhere  yod  nuy 
think  proper. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  if  the  amendment  did  not 
applyf  he  ^hoald  object. 

Mr.  HOLMES  suggested  that  it  should  come  in 
after  the  word  "mileage." 

Great  confusion  ensned,  in  Ihe  coarse  of  which 
many  gentlemen  were  on  fbe  floor  speaking  at 
the  same  time.  Ultimately  the  committee  agreed 
to  rise,  and  tbe  commiitee  rose  accorrlingly  at 
half  past  1  o^ciock,  and  repotted  [tiogre?s. 

Mr.  CUSdlNG  then  rose  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. 

The  SE^EAKER  inqaired  if  it  was  of  a  personal 
nature. 

Mr.  CUSHING  repUed  that  the  Chair  would 
Judge  when  be  had  made  his  motion;  but  he  should 
have  tbe  opportunity  to  appeal,  if  tbe  Chair  should 
decide  against  him.*  He  then  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  ty  Which  if  was  agreed  to  fix  on 
three  o^lock  to  termiiiate  debate  in  committee  of 
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the  whole;  and  on  that  he  moved  the  previous 
question,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  motion 
for  tbe  pfevious  question;  and  there  was  a  second, 
and  the  ma  in  qaestion  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CUSHING  wilborew  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  it  was  renewed  iu  anoiher  qi  arter, 
and  they  were  ordered.  Tte  yeas  and  nays  were 
then  taken,  and  tbe  motion  to  reconsider  wav  nega- 
tived—yeas  83,  nays  110,  asfollows: 

YEAS— Mtfl^/Ldama,  Arrington,  Aiherton,  Bidlack,  Black, 
Botts,  Bowne,^wew8ter,  Cliarlea  Brown.  Burke,  William 
Bailer,  William  O.  Boiler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C. 
Caldwell,  Gary,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Hark  A. 
Co«per,  Bdward  Cron,  Cushins,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis, 
Doan,  Duix,  Eastman,  Ferria,  John  G.  Floyd,  Gerry.  Gilmer, 
Wm.  O.  Gnode,  Gordon.  GusUne,  Gwin,  Harria,  Hasiiofa, 
Holmes,  Hopkins,  Howard.  Hut>ard,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Inger- 
■oil,  William  W.  Irwin,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Littlefield, 
Lowell,  Robert  McClellan.  .McKeon.  Mai  lory,  Marchand,  Al- 
fred Maishall.  John  Thonjaon  Ali^son,  Ma(liew9,  Mediil,  Mil- 
ler, Newhard,  Oliver,  Oatiorne,  Pickens,  Piumer,  Read, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  SaHonsiall,  SarifordjShields,  Slade,  William 
.Hmiih,  Sweney,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompaon,  Tillinshaat, 
Troiti,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Westl>rook,  Joseph  L.  White, 
Winthroft  Wise,  and  Wood— Si 

NAYS— Messrs.  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Babcock, 
Baker,  Barnard,  Barton,  Beeson,  Boardman,  Briggs,  Aaron 
V^  Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Calhoun,  John 
Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Campbell,  Caruih- 
era,  Casey,  ChapmaiT,  John  C.  Clark,  Cowpn,  Cranautn,  Cra- 
TODB,  Crawford,  Gaireti  Davis,  Dean,  DcUerry,  John  Ed- 
wardi^  John  C.  Edwarda,  Egbert,  Everett,  Fillmore,  For* 
naSce,  Gamble,  Gates,  Gentry  Patcick  G.  Goode,  Graham, 
Giaoget,  Green,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hays,  Henry,  Houck,  Houston,. 
Hudson,  J.  R.  lozcrsoU,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D. 
Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lewis,  Linn,  Abraham 
McClellan,*  McKay,  McKennan,  Thomas  F.  Marshall.  Mat* 
tocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell.  Moore, 
Morcan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Partridge, 
Pendleton,  Pope,  Powell,  Ranifiey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Ran- 
dolph. Rayner,  Reocher,  Reynolds,  Ridt^way,  Rodney,  Wil* 
lian  Ruseell,  James  M.  Russell,  Saunders,  Bewell,  Shepperd, 
Truman  Smith,  Bprigg,  Stanly,  Steenrod.  Alexander  H.  H.  < 
Stuart,  JohnT.  Stuart.  Summers,  Tolaod,  Triplett,  Trumbull, 
Turney,  Underwood,  Vun  Rensselaer,  Warren,  Washington^ 
Weller,  Edward  D.  White,  Thomaa  W.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Yorke,  Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 110. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  a  call  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  was  undrrstood  to  deprecate  that 
motion  as  anoecessary,  and  as  a  dodging  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  never  dodged  anything; 
he  always  sailed  under  an  open  flag. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.    Then  meet  the  question  now. 

Mr.  MALLORY.  I  will  meet  it  now,  and  elM. 
where,  too. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  MALLORY  called  for  tellers  on  his  call  for 
tbe  yeas  and  nays;  and  Messrs.  Weller  and 
Boardman  were  appointed ;  and  they  reported  a 
majority  in  favor  of  tbe  yeas  and  nays;  which  be- 
ing  taken,  resnlted  tbns^yeas  65,  nays  130. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole:  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  Gilmxr  to  the 
chair. 

Mr.  GILMER  asked  to  be  excused.  He  could 
not  undertake  to  k«*ep  order  in  tbe  preheat  »tate  of 
the  committee.  Besides,  he  wished  to  offer  some 
amendments  himself. 

Mr.  tTNDERWOoD  was  then  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  committee  immediately  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  bill  No.  548. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  claimed  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  claim- 
iag  the  floor  upon  an  amendment  which  he  offered 
when  tbe  committee  was  last  in  session. 

After  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  BRIGGS, 
HOLMES,  BOWNE, ARNOLD, and  the  CHAIR- 
MAN participated,  it  was  decided  that  Mr. 
HoLMBS  might  proceed. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr  H.  provided  that 
no  member  of  Congress  shall  receive  for  mileage 
a  sum  greater  than  his  aetoal  expenses  in  travel- 
ling  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government,  and  $9 
per  diem  during  the  lime  occopied  in  so  travelling. 
The  CHAIRMAN  said  that,  although  (he  ameud- 
ment  woaid  make  tbe  section  read  very  awk- 
wardly, be  raled  it  admissible,  as  germane  to  the 
subject- 
Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  did  not  care  morh 
whether  the  bill  was  to  be  passed  in  a  symmetrical 
form  or  not-  He  went  for  thn  reform  of  ihe  gen- 
tlfman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold;]  and  the  only 
fault  wh.ch  he  had  to  find  with  it  was,  that  it  did 
not  reach  the  uUima  thule.  He  was  perfectly  con-' 
vinced  that  the  present  was  the  time  to  cut  down  the 


exp^diiares  of  this  Gtovernmeot.  If  the  opportu- 
nity Vas  now  lest  to  make  a  deep  iacisions  Con« 
gruss  would  never  have  it  in  their  power  again. 
The  expenses  of  Congress  were  now  so  large,  that 
he  wondered  tbe  people  coi^inued  to  submit  to 
ibem.  He  would  not  speak  of  their  per  diem,  but 
to  (be  exorbitant  mileage.  Whether  the  pay  were 
fixed  at  eight  or  at  »ix  dollars  a  day,  it  would  al- 
ways give  Western  members  an  atiequate  sum. 
But  this  reduciion  would  put  oihers  residing  nearer 
the  teat  of  Government  in  an  awkward  predica- 
ment. The  main  feature  of  a  republican  govern- 
m4*nt  was  equality.  Now,  he  should  not  feel  him- 
self  upon  an  equality  with  many  members,  did  ha 
come  here  wiib  as  low  a  compensation  as^  $6  a 
day.  He  argued  that  members  residing  near 
wer«?  liab'e  to  expenses,  in  exercipfng  the  riies  of 
hospitality  to  their  constituents,  who  frequently  « 
viMtcd  Washington,  which  members  at  a  distance 
did  not  have  to  incur. 

He  also  objected  to  the  mileage  now  allowed, 
because  it  practised  a  deception  up.n  the  people, 
who  supposed  that  members  received  only  enough 
to  pay  their  expenses,  and  give  them  a  decent  sup- 
poit.  According  to  the  bill  now  before  the  com- 
mittee, they  were  yet  to  receive  |6  for  every  30 
miles  travelled.  Now,  the  railroad  cars  wonld 
carry  tbem  283  miles  a  day;  which  number,  divided 
by  20,  and  multiplied  by  6,  would  give  the 
amount  received  for  one  day's  travel  in  the  cars— 
|84.  He  was  for  cuttifig  down  the  mileage  Of  the 
menlbers. 

A«  for  cutting  down  the  salaries  of  the  cahinet 
ministers  residing  in  Washington,  be  thonght  it 
unjust.  Their  pre.<ent  salary  of  $6,000,  as  many 
gentlemen  on  that  fl  or  knew,  was  wholly  inade- 
quate. He  did  not  think  they  should  be  sheared  of 
the  little  ability  they  now  possessed  to  contribute 
to  the  hoFpitatilies  of  the  metropolis,  and  render 
our  Government,  through  themselves,  respectable 
in  the  eyes  of  foreign  ministers.  The  gentleman 
who  iniroduced  the  bill  was  estopped  by  the  Con- 
stitution from  making  it  applicable  to  the  President 
and  the  judges.  Was  it  not  equally  improper  to 
cut  down  the  salaries  of  the  cabinet  ministers,  who 
bore  a  near  relation  to  the  President,  and  who 
had  to  remain  here,  not  a  few  months,  but  all  the 
yesr,  and  live  independent  of  their  business  at 
home?  They  could  not,  like  members  of  Con- 
f;re;s,  return  to  their  farms,  their  merchandise,  or 
their  professions;  but  were  compelled  to  remain  all 
the  year  in  an  expensive  town;  therefore  it  was 
that  be  thought  it  would  be  extremely  unjast  to 
cot  down  their  present  salaries  SO  per  cent. 

He  begged  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  as* 
sent  to  his  amendment  and  bis  suggestions,  since  ha 
wonld  thereby,  in  case  of  the  passage  of  the  billy 
achieve  a  great  triumph.  Tbe  bill  would  cut  off 
about  |2,000,000  from  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  gentleman  did  not  assent  to  his 
amendment  for  reducing  the  mileage — coming,  as  he 
did,  from  a  remote  section  of  the  ITnion,  and  there* 
fore  entitled  to  draw  a  heavy  mileage^he  would 
subject  himself  to  the  imputation  of  inconsistency. 
He  declared  here,  in  his  place,  that  all  the  coun- 
try demanded  a  retrenchment.  What  he  protested 
against  was,  the  cutting  off  a  few  of  the  outer 
branches  of  rhe  tree.  Unless  it  received  an  effect- 
ual pruninir,  it  would  not  be  in  proportion  to  the 
root.*^  which  supported  it,  and  which  were  now 
weak  and  decayed.  Geailemen  must  either  con- 
sent to  bring  down  the  tariff  to  a  revenue  standard, 
or  else  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the  Government 
to  the  measure  of  its  revenue. 

Now  be  observed,  with  great  satisfaction,  that 
the  House  received,  yesteniay,  a  communication 
f(om  the  President  of  tbe  United  Siates,  and  had  it 
instantly  referred  to  tbe  Commiitee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  lie  was  to  judf«e,  from  that,  that  there 
were  reformers  on  both  sidev  of  the  House,  willing 
to  take  the  su<rges'ioHS  of  the  President,  and  to 
look  into  the  pre^sent  i>iat'>  of  ibe  country,  and  see 
whether  it«  insiitulions  car?  be  preserved.  He  re- 
joiced that  the  Commitee  of  Ways  and  Meant 
had  shaken  off  from  the  mselvcs  that  indolence  of 
responsibility  which  bad  hiiherto  kept  them  inac- 
tive, and  were  now  about  to  take  this  matter  in 
hand,  and  investigate  it  thoroughly.  He  hoped 
they  would  soon  recommend  some  practical  mean" 
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are,  and  not  saffer  this  Congress  to  adjoarn  without 
bringing  in  a  tariff  snfficient  to  meei  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government;  and  that  they  would 
bring  down  those  expenditnres  to  a  revenue  tariff. 
He  hoped  that  they  would,  disregarding  particular 
or  sectional  interests — the  interests  of  the  hemp 
grower  or  the  cotton  manufacturer — provide  for 
the  economical  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
by  laying  the  burdens  of  taxation  equally  on  all. 
It  was  but  six  months  ago  that  it  was  predicted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Boston  [Mr.  Winthrop]  that 
the  present  tariff  would  produce  a  revenue  of 
twenty-six  millions;  and  the  result  had  proved  that 
the  sacrifice  ihen  made  of  the  interests  of  the  many 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  had  greatly  aggravated 
the  financial  embarrassments  of  ihe  Government. 

Mr.  GUSHING  observed  that  he  should  speak 
to  the  limited  question  embraced  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Sout^  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Holmes  J  He  did  not  believe  that  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  called  for  a  reduc- 
tioifof  the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress, 
either  in  regard  to  their  per  diem  or  mileage;  and 
he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  remarkable  fact,  that  they  were  at  tbe 
very  close  of  the  session,  with  the  prospect  that  but 
a  small  minority  of  the  present  members  of  the 
House  would  ever  come  back  again.  They  were, 
therefore,  legislating  for  their  successors,  and  not 
for  themselves;  and  reducing  not  their  own 
compensation,  but  that  of  those  who  were 
to  come  afier  them.  He«  utterly  rejected  tbe 
idea  that,  in  consideration  of  eny  existing  straits 
in  the  treasury,  they  should  refuse  adequate  com- 
pensation to  members  of  Congress,  seeing  that  that 
treasury  belonged  to  a  rich,  powerful,  and  growing 
people,  both  able  and  willing  to  pay  thtir  servants 
a  fair  and  jast  compensation  for  their  services.  He 
denied  that  tbe  compensation  at  present  paid  was 
too  much.  The  Government  of  tbe  United  Stales 
was  administered  upon  the  assumption  that  its  offi- 
cers should  be  paid  for  their  services,  and  not  suf- 
fered, as  in  other  Governments,  to  serve  without 
pay,  and  derive  their  compensation  from  perqui- 
sites, or  other  indirect  means.  If  members  of  Con- 
gress were  not  paid  for  their  services,  that  ball 
would  be  filled,  as  was  the  case  with  the  British 
House  of  Commons,  with  an  opulent  aristocracy, 
and  those  who  were  dependent  on  them.  And  if, 
a; ain,  they  were  to  receive  an  inadequate  compen- 
sation, the  result  would  be  the  same,  by  compelling 
those  who  were  poor  to  retire,  and  leave  the  way 
open  to  their  richer  com  petitory.  It  was  a  mis- 
^  take,  then,  to  suppose  that  the  reduction  of  the 
pay  of  members  of  Congress  was  a  Democratic 
measure.  Oa  tbe  contrary,  nothing  could  be  more 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  Democracy;  for  it 
would  throw  that  House  and  its  legislation  into  the 
bands  of  an  aristocracy. 

Mr.  BBBSON  said  the  few  minutes  remaining 
would  afford  him  time  to  define  his  main  position 
on  the  bill.  It  was  ihi?:  The  expenditures  of  the 
Government  must  be  brought  within  its  means. 
That  was  a  fixed  fact — quite  as  redoubtable  as  any 
fixed  fact  which  had  of  late  been  brought  to  their 
notice.  His  dislike  to  a  reduction  of  the  pay  of 
good  public  f  ervanis  (and  such  they  certainly  were 
in  the  mass)  was  great;  but  his  dislike  to  the  run- 
ning up  any  higher  on  the  people  our  heavy  public 
debt  and  taxes  was  still  greater.  We  are  in  great  dis- 
tress, public  and  private.  By  some  kind  of  hocus po- 
eus,  we  have  been  brought  to  this  condition  without 
the  intervention  of  war,  famine,  or  pestilence.  Yes, 
we  have  been  brought  to  the  age  of  'iron  money 
and  black  broth,"  as  it  was  foretold  we  should  be; 
but  not  by  the  Democratic  hard- money  policy,  &s 
a  Coon  prophet,  in  1840,  falsely  asserted.  Tbe 
journals  of  this  Congress  would  show  what  party 
it  was  who,  in  the  name  of  paper  money  and  high 
v*KC8,  go  for  no  money  and  almost  no  wages; 
who,  on  the  question  of  resumption  of  pay- 
ment by  the  banks  of  this  District,  decided, 
substantially,  that  resumption  here  should  de- 
pend on  resumption  nowhere.  The  record  shows 
that  an  act  of  Congress  had  made  the  resumption 
of  the  District  banks  to  depend  on  the  resumption 
of  the  banks  of  Baltimore  and  Richmond.  The 
Baltimore  banks  resumed  in  their  own  good  time, 
bpt  not  in  good  time  for  the  banks  of  th&  District. 


No,  indeed;  they  must  be  tinkered  so  as  to  make 
resumption  here  dependent  on  resumption  at  Rich- 
mond; which  was  in  principle,  he  repeated,  to  make 
resumption  here  depend  on  resumption  nowhere. 
This  was  but  one  step  in  that  learned  policjb  which, 
by  expanding  tbe  currency  in  the  ratio  of  ten  nom- 
inal dollars  to  one  real  dollar,  and  then  contracting 
il  as  much,  had  robbed  the  people  of  hundreds  of 
millions  of  property,  and  the  Government  of  its 
revenue,  and  brought  back,  with  a  vengeance,  the 
age  of  iron-money  and  black-  broth.  Hear  the 
time  expired. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  termi^ng  debate, 
the  committee  proceeded  to  act  on  the  amend- 
ments to  the  first  section,  which  was  in  these 
words: 

Be  it  enacied  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativee 
of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
Thai,  at  every  session  of  Congress,  and  evei  v  meeiing  of  ihe 
Senate  In  the  recess  of  Congress,  after  the  [fifth  day  of Decenn- 
ber  next]  jirst  day  of  November  ne&t^  each  fiScnaior  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  six  dollars  for  everv  day  he  shall  attend  the 
Senate,  and  shall  also  be  allowed  six  dollars  lor  every  twenty 
miles  of  estimated  distance  by  the  most  usual  road  from  his 
place  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress,  at  the  commence* 
mentand  end  of  every  such  session  and  meeting;  and  in  case 
any  member  of  the  Senate  shall  be  detained  by  sickness  on  his 
journey  to  or  from  such  session  or  meeiing,  or  after  his  arrival, 
or  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  Senate,  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  daily  allowance.  And  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore,  when  the  Vice-President  shall  be  absent,  or 
when  his  office  shall  be  vacant,  shall,  during  the  period  of  his 
service,  receive  an  addition  to  his  compensation  as  a  member  pf 
the  Senate,  six  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the  Senate: 
Provided,  always,  That  no  Senator  shall  be  allowed  for  mile- 
age a  snm  exceeding  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day  from  the 
end  of  one  such  session  or  meeiing  to  the  time  of  taking  his  seal 
in  another,  eweept  he  shcUl  have  actually  travelled  the  entire 
distance  for  tohuhsuch  mileage  is  allowed:  Andprovided^alsOf 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Senator,  when  he  applies  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate  for  a  check,  or  to  have  his  account  cer- 
tified, to  state  the  number  of  days  he  has  actually  attended,  and 
alsotlie  number  of  days  he  has  been  absent,  and  whether  said 
absence  was  owing  to  sickness  or  otherwise;  and  unless  such 
member  shall  certify  that  he  was  absent  by  reason  of  sickness 
of  himself  or  family^  or  by  leav.e  of  the  House,  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Presdent  to  give  him  a  check  or  certificate  only  for 
the  lime  be  actually  attended. 

[NoTB.— Parts  to  be  stricken  out  as  recommended  by  tbe  Se- 
lect  Committee  to  which  this  bill  was  referred,  are  printed  with* 
in  brackets,  and  Insertions  in  itaUes.  ] 

The  first  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  Irom  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmks,] 
which  is  given  above;  on  which  tellers  were  or- 
dered; and  Messrs.  Cave  Johnson  and  Tillino- 
HAST  were  appointed;  and  they  reported  98  in  the 
afi[irmative,  and  64  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was,  there- 
fore, 8 greed  to;  and  the  amendment  as  amended 
was  agreed  to.      

Mr.  l!dERIWBTHER  hoped  the  chairman 
would  call  the  House  to  order;  for  there  was  so 
much  confusion,  that  he  could  not  hear  what  the 
committee  was  doing.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
be  called  upon  to  take  their  seats. 

An  amendment  was  moved^but  by  whom  could 
not  be  learned— to  allow  no  Senator  more  than 
|300  for  mileage  for  any  one  session. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  102  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  and  68  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  had  an  amendment, 
which  he  wished  to  come  in  as  an  additional  pro- 
viso. 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot 
hear  a  solitary  word.  [Roars  of  laughter.]  They 
are  laughing  here  like  hyenas.  [Renewed  laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  WISE^epeated  that  he  had  an  amendment 
to  come  in,  by  way  of  proviso:  Provided  that, 
besides  his  pay,  no  Senator  shall  be  allowed — 

Mr.  ARNOIJ).  Mr.  Chairman,  this  question  is 
not  debatable.  [Great  faoghter  and  confusion.]  1 
object,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  this  debate.  [Renewed 
laughter.] 

Mr.  WISE.  I  am  not  debating  it.  I  am  dic- 
tating my  amendment  to  the  Clerk. 

Prewdtd,  further  J  That,  besides  his  pay,  no  Sen- 
ator shall  be  allowed  [cries  of  ''roast  beet*^]  any 
rations  [cries  of  '^whether  was  it  beef  or  not"]  in 
kind,  other  than  beef— [hisses.] 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Oh,  let  him  go  on. 

Mr.  WISE  in  continuation — ^not  roasted,  [laugh- 
ter,]  and  not  to  exceed  a  cost  of  |3.  [Loud  and 
long  continued  roars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  ARNOLD.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment;  it  is  as  follows: 
Except  **the  guard,''  who  are' to  receive  foreign 


misnona  after  tbe  4th  March  naxL    [Boan  of 
laughter.] 

Mr.  WISE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  a  qintMta 
of  order.  [Laughter.]  I  move  a  further  an^^ 
ment  to  except  the  Senate,  where  there  is  ao  nm 
ber  of  the  guard.    [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  all  these  ameadoeitii 
to  be  out  of  order.  f 

Mr.  ARNOLD. .  Mr.  Chairman,  order  aost  be 
restored,  for  we  cannot  hear  a  word.  [Lasghier.] 
Gtenilemen  are  designing— I  charse,  sir,  tint  iIm 
are  designedly  making  a  noise.  [Renewed  laogh- 
ter,^  cries  of  ''order,"  and  the  loud  hem  of  Yoiea.] 
I  hope,  sir,  the  Chair  will  preserTe  order,  or  ve 
must  stop.    [Laughter  in  all  parts  of  the  Hotue.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  announced  the  qoettitA 
to  be  on  the  amendment  recommended  by  tbe  co&- 
mittee,.  as  follows :  **Profnd$i^  oiwayi,  llitt  no 
Senator  shall  be  allowed  for  lailei^e  a  sum  exceed- 
ing the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day,  from  the  end  of 
one  such  session  or  meeting  to  tbe  time  of  big 
taking  his  seat  in  another,  ^xapi  lu  tkaU  hm  «> 
iuaUy  travelled  the  enlke  dUUmu  far  wkkk  «d 
mileage  is  ailoiscd." 

Mr.  ARNOLD  hoped  that  amendment  would  be 
adopted,  for  it  was  a  very  good  one. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  stated  4hat  the  qteitioi 
was  on  the  amendment  recommended  by  theoon- 
wttee  to  the  proviso,  which  requires  each  Senitor, 
/When  he  applies  to  the  President  of  the  Senate ibr 
a  check,  or  to  have  his  account  certified,  to  state 
tbe  number  of  days  he  has  actually  attended*,  ud 
also  the  number  of  days  he  has  been  absent,  and 
whether  said  absence  was  owing  to  sicbaess,  or 
otherwise;  and  unless  sneh  member  shall  eeitify 
that  he  was  absent  by  reason  of  sickness  ^Miiiii(f 
or  family  t  or  hy  Uam  qfthe  Hoimc,  »  shall  be  tbe 
doty  of  the  President  to  give  him  a  ebeek  or  ee^ 
tificate  only  for  the  time  he  actually  attended. 

[The  amendment   was   the    words  printed  ia 

italic*] 
.  Mr.  MOORE  rose  to  move  an  amendment,  bat, 
in  the  confused  state  of  the  House,  bis  object  m 
not  distinctly  heard.  It  was  understood,  bov- 
ever,  to  be  a  inotion  to  strike  out  that  entire  pro* 
viso. 

Mr.  BRIOGS  was  heard  addressing  the  Gbiir, 
above  the  noise  which  prevailed,  bat  not  a  wud 
was  distinguishable  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  EvftlETT  was  understood  to  move  lo 
strike  out  the  words  "o/  Mmte{f  or  /nrily,  #r  if 
Ua»e  rf'the  Howe.^^ 

Here  was  a  loud  cry  of  "read  the  section  as  it 
now  stands  amended." 

TheCleik  read  it  accordingly;  and  the  straise 
admixture  of  anomalous  and  contradictory  matta 
of  which  it  was  compose^,  elicited  roars  of  iaogfa- 
ter;  especially  (hat  part  *wbich  required  a  Senator 
to  certify  that,  when  absent,  his  absence  vis  by 
reason  of  sickness  oC  htmaelf  or  faimily,  or  by  leave 
of  the  House;  thus  making  his  payment  for  daji 
on  whichhemight.be  absent,  in  some ctset, de- 
pendent on  his  ability  to  show  that  he  vasabnt 
from  the  Senate  by  leave  of  tbe  Ham  ofEefuml' 

Tl^  CHAIRMAN  put  the  question  on  stiibiig 
out  the  words,  '<of  himself  or  family,  or  bylttfe 
of  the  House,"  and  he  decided  that  he  belie?edihe 
motion,  to  be  lost. 

A  division  was  called  for. 

Mr.  ROOSEV^LTfi^uggested  anamendmeBt,io 
strike  out  the  woM  "House,"  and  insert  ^^Senate.** 
[Loud  cries  of  "No,  no."] 

The  amendment  was  negatived;  and  tbe  aaoead- 
ment  proposed  by  the  committee  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  was  understood  to  movelo 
strike,  out  all  the  section,  and  insert  a  sobsiitate 
which  he  had  prepared;  and  which  provided  tui, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  and  henceforth,  each  Senator  sboold  re 
ceive  |6  per  diem,  and  |4  for  every  twenty  nules 
tjavelling,  to  be  by  the  usual  route,  and  that, on 
taking  the  oath  at  the  commencement  of  theses* 
sion,  they  should  be  sworn  to  restrain  the  fraokiif 
privilege  to  letters  on  such  Senators'  own  btisiwi^ 
or  the  extension  of  liberty  by  the  circalsiion  of 
documents,  dkc.;  and  providing  further,  that  w 
soldiers  of  t)ie  armj  and  th%  sailors  of  t^  D17 
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shall  ha?e  f  1  a  month  added  to  ibeir  present  pay 
-"[Cries  of 'ykgreed'H— and  that  all  laws  or  parts 
of  Jaws  coBflieting  with  this  act  should  be  thereby 
repealed. 

Mr.  WISE  aKked  for  tellers  on  that  amendment 
Mr.  ARNOLD.    Does  the   Chair  decide  that 
diat  is  in  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  Utter,  part  certainly, 
was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WI8B.    Ob!  that's  the  best  part  of  it. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  he  nnderstood  it  was  not  in 
order  to  move  to  strike  ont  all  after  the  enacting 
elanse,  until  the  bill  had  been  gene  through. 

Mr.  WIfiB  said  this  amen'^ment  only  proposed 
to  insert  a  substitnte  for  a  section,  and  not  for  the 
entire  bill. 

Great  confusion  ensued,  in  the  conrse  of  which  it 
was  nnderstood  that'  Mr.  MOORE  motred  to  strike 
oat  '*8lx  dollars  as  the  per  diem  of  Senators,  and 
insert  $7,''  to  make  it  correspond  with  other  por- 
tions of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  MOORE  was  then  nnderstood  to  move  to 
strike  o«t  the  last  proviso.  The  motion  was  nega* 
tives. 

Mr.  WifiB  mored  to  strike  out  the  word  **sijL" 
wherever  it  occnrredMn  that  section,  and  insert 
'^foqr,**  thereby  proposing  to  reduce  the  per  diem 
tOjM. 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  ordered  on  this 
amendment,  and  Messrs.  Coles  and  Rbtvolds 
were  appointed;  and  they  reported  56  in  the  affir- 
Bstive,  and  83  in  the  nirgative.  The  motion  was 
therefore  negatived. 

Mr.  WBIJLER  move^  to  strike  ont  the  word 
«*8ix,»  a»d  insert  ''five^"  in  the  claose  of  the  bill, 
so  as  to  make  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  fit 
dollars  a  day.  ^    •"  ' 

Pending  this  motion, 

Mr.PBNDLBI^ON  moved  that  the  committee 
risei  carried — ayes  88,  noes  63. 

Tha  committee  then  rose  and  reported  prcgrtss. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  offered  a  substitnie  for 
bill  Noi.  548;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  ineffectnal  efforts  on  the  part  of  varioas 
members  to  get  in  resolntions  and  reports, 

Da  motion  of  Mr.  READ, 

The  House  adjourned. 

^  IN  SENATE. 

Wbdnks&at,  February  15,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  fro  (<m.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ale  a  commuDication  irom  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, transmitting,  in  compliance  wiib  a  resolntion 
of  the  Senate  of  the  7th  nit.,  statements  showing  in 
detail  the  price  at  present  received  by  the  railroad 
companies  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  Stales 
mail,  the  amount  paid  iheaa,  the  extent  of  service, 
and  the  price  formerly  paid  for  the  same  service 
by  the  old  mode  of  conveyance;  which,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  MERRICK,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  coipmunication 
from  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  transmitting  joint  res- 
olutions adopted  by  the  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  that  Territory,  in  favor  cf  an 
appropriation  by  CongTe.ss  for  the  pur^pose  of  hold- 
ing treaties  for  the  purchase  of  the  laiidsof  the  Pot- 
lawoiamie  and  other  tribes  of  Indians;  which',  on 
motion  by  Mr.  LIfV'N,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Also,  presented  the  credentials  of  Wiluau  H. 
Hat  WOOD,  ^r.  who  has  been  elected  by  the  Legis- 
iaiure  of  North  Carolina  a  Senator  from  that  Siate 
for  six  years  ffom  the  4th  of  March  next;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
pabiic  meetitig  of  ^citizens  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
ingtoii,  Pennaylvania,  in  favor  of  the  establith- 
ment  of  a  mail-route  from  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  to  StenbenviUe,  Ohio:  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office .  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  presented  a  petition  froih  James 
'Wiison^  porter  to  .watch  the  public  grounds  at  the 
Capitol,  (commonly  called  **posey  waicher,'')  rep* 
resenting  that  he  is  employed  seventeen  hours  per 
day*  and  praying  Congress  to  allow  him  additional 


compensation:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

4!tfr.  CONRAD  presented  a  memorial  from  Reu- 
ben Drake  and  R.  Q.  Cluarles,  proposing  to  Con- 
gress to  enter  inte  a  contract  with  the  GK>vernment 
to  reclaim  public  lands  no w~ useless  to  the  Govern- 
ment, for  the  consideration  of  a  portion  of  the 
lands  which  may  be  reclaimed:*  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Land^. 

Mr.  BBNTON  prei<ented  a  memorial,  signed  by 
48  captains  of  steamboats  navigating  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  representing  that  the  toll  now 
.exacted  for  going  through  the  canal  at  Louisville, 
on  the  Ohio  river,  is  ruinous  to  trade,  and  such  as 
the  commerce  and  business  on  the  river  could  not 
pay;  and  representing  that  there  are  evils  in  the 
construction  of  the  canal  which  unfit  it  for  the 
business  which  is  new  done  on  that  river;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  commerce  of  the 
ruinous  exactions  imposed  on  it  for  passing  ihroDgh 
this  canal,  and  affording  adequate  facilities  to  the 
increasing  commerce,  tLey  pray  that  a  canal 
may  be  constructed  by  the  Government,  on  the  In- 
diana side  of  the  river,  of  sufficient  capacity  for  the 
passage  of  larger  boats  than  those  which  now  as- 
cend the  river. 

Mr.  B.  proposed  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WALKER  remaiked,  that  the  canal  spoken 
of  in  the  memorial  was  not  now  adapted  to  the 
commerce  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  to  the  boats  which 
ran  on  the  Western  river»;  that  it  was  of  such 
capacity  as  to  prevent  the  construction  of  a  cla^^s 
of  boats  which  were  of  large  dimensions,  and  of 
greater  speed,  and  such  as  were  called  for  by  the 
increasing  commerce.  If  boats  of  a  large  class 
attempted  to  pas?,  they  were  subjected  to  serious 
injury  by  the  rocks  which  were .  permitted  to  pro> 
ject  from  the  sides.  A  boat  of  which  he  was  some 
time  since  on  board,  in  attempting  to  pass  through, 
was  seriously  injured.  If  the  locks  wefe  consider- 
ably enlarged,  and  the  canal  cut  squire  down  to 
the  bottom,  it  might  be  made  of  snfficieut  magni- 
tude for  all  the  boats  which  run  there.  There, 
however,  seemed  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
company  to  do  this,  and  to  prevent  the  collection 
of  these  onereus  toil».  If  those  difficulties  were 
continued,  he  would  go  in  for  a  sufficient  grant  of 
the  public  land  in  Indiana  to  that  State,  on  the  con- 
dition that  she  will  construct  a  canal  adequate  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  commerce  on  those 
rivers. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  was  much  gratifi- 
ed to  hear  o.f  the  introduction  ef  the  petition  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  There  was  no  subject, 
in  connexion  with  the  commerce  on  the  Western 
waters,  of  more  interest  than  that  of  the  removal 
of  the  obstructions  in  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river. 
He  then  made  some  remarks  on  the  great  interest 
which  the  stockholders  of  that  canai  received  on 
their  investment,  which  was  about  18  per  cent. 
Commerce,  he  said,  was  obstructed  to  a  itry  great 
extent;  the  large  clais  of  boats  were  excluded  en< 
tirely  from  the  upper  river,  owing  to  the  uneven- 
ness  of  this  canal.  It  was  almo«t  impossible  for 
a  single  canal  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  in- 
creasing ascending  and  descending  commerce  on 
that  river,  therefore  a  canal  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  was  demanded.  He  could  not  hope  that  any- 
thing would  be  done  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  regard  to  the  subject;  but  he  did  hope  that 
the  Western  Senators  and  Western  members  would 
urge  this  matter  until  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
should  be  relieved  from  this  obstruction,  and  com- 
merce from  the  onerous  burden  which  was  im- 
posed upon  it  by  the  exactions  of  the  canal  com- 
pany^ He  believed  that  when  the  matter  was  ex- 
amined by  the  committee,  it  would  be  found  that 
it  was  practicable  to  construct  to  a  canal  on  the 
Indiana  side  of  the  Ohio,  to  remove  the  obstructions 
to  the  commerce  there.  ' 

Idr.  TAPPAN  did  not  agree  with  the  other  Sen- 
ators as  to  their  opinions  of  the  best  mode  of  re- 
moving the  obatacles  complained  of.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  a  canal  ought  not  to  be  made.  The 
obstruction  in  that  river,  at  the  falls,  was  a  ridge  of 
-soft  limestone  running  across  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  The  current  wonld  be  as  smooth  above  as 
below,  if  the  Go^rnment  of  the  United  Stales 


would  (as  it  ought  to  do)  improve  the  navigation  at 
this  point,  by  removing  a  considerable  portipn  of- 
the  ridge,  whi(A  would  do  away  with  the  necessity 
of  a  canai  on  the  Indiana  side.  When  the  matter 
came  np,  he  wonld  urge  an  improvem«|^  of  the 
navigation  at  that  point. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri,  on  the  subject  of  improvement 
of  the  great  swamps  in  the  southeast  portion  of 
Missouri,  and  the  northeast  portion  of  Arkaasaa; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  asking  Congress 
to  adopt  measures  for  the  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Oregon;  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Frank- 
lin county,  Missouri,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  loute  from  Port  William  to  Little 
Piney,  in  Pulaski  county,  Missouri:  refeired  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Cffice  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.   HUNTINGTO  v     preseiited    a    reiition ' 
from    Elizabeth    Raymond,  the  widow   of  John 
Raymond,  an  officer  «f  the  army  of  the  Revolution^ 
for  a  pension:  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. *  :: 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensi  ns, 
to  which  were  referred  the  petition^  of  Samuel 
Thomas  for  a  pension,  and  the  petition  cf  Sarah 
Williamson  for  a  pension  under  the  act  of  July  7, 
1838,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  their  further  consideration,  and  that  they  be 
referred  to  the  War  Department,  which  was  com* 
petent  to  grant  ihe  prayers  of  the  petitioners:  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re'ported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  be  indefinitely  postponed,  the  bills 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Pntdence  Crouch, 
and  for  the  relief  of  David  Munn.  The  reports, 
accompanying  were  ordeed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  on  the  petition  of  William  Morrow,  pray- 
ing to  be  indemnified  for  losses  sustained  by  him 
in  consequence  of  the  violation  of  his  contract  for 
the  performance  of  certain  work  at  the  Washing- 
ton arsenal. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed) on  the  petition  of  Charles  Dehault  Delassus,  for 
remuneration  for  money  forcibly  taken  from  him 
for  the  public  service  at  the  capture  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Laud  Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Madame  De  Lusser 
and  her  legal  representatives. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  T.,  the  previous  orders  were 
postponed,  and  the  bill  was  taken  up  and  consider- 
ed as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  there  being 
no  motion  to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Afi'airs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
With  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indt  finitely  post- 
poned, the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  , 
James  Mount;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  W.,  the  previous  orders  of 
the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  above  bill  was 
taken  op  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  indef- 
initely postponed. 

Mr.  WILCOX,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pa^s,  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  payment  of  certain  com- 
panies of  Michigan  militia. 

On  ihotion  by  Mr.  PORTBR,  the  previous 
orders^f  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  above 
bill  ^as  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole- 
and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  KING,  who  con, 
tended  that  if  the  militia  were  entitled  to  pay,  they 
could  receive  it  under  existing  law.«;  and  by  Mr. 
PORTER,  showing  the  reason  why  they  could  not 
re^iye  pay  without  a  special  law;  the  bill  w^  i^^ 
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ported  to  the  Seoate,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
iDg;  aad  aecordiogly  was  sobseqaeDtly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  jPfNN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  baek,  withoni  amendment, 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  Hovse 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph of  Missouri — 

[name  not  heard] 

Mr.  LINN  made  a  proposition,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  place  all  the  private 
bills  on  a  separate  calendar,  with  a  view  to  expe* 
dite  action  upon  them;  but,  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Mr.  KING,  showing  that,  instead  of  expediting  ac« 
tion,  it  would  retard  the  bo8ine;is  of  the  Senate, 
the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
tioD;  which  was  agreed  to,  viz: 

Retolvedt  Thai  the  BecreUiry  or  the  Treasury  be  direct* 
ed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  a«  early  as  practicable,  what 
l\aa  been  done  by  that  depaitmeni  under  the  act  oriaat  aeaaion 
of  Congress,  entitled  ''An  act  making  an  appropriation  fur  the 
erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  or  near  Ocraeoke,  in  North  Car> 
oUna,"  approved  August  29,  I&IQ;  especially  whether  a  site  for 
said  boapiial  has  been purchaseti  or  contracted  for,  and  whether 
any  reappropriation  or  money  is  necessary  to  complete  it. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Linn  on  yes- 
terday, fixing  11  o'clock,  a.  m.,  for  the  daily  hour 
of  meeting  of  the  Senate  hereafter,  was  taken  up 
and  rejfc'ed — ayes  18,  noes  19. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
a  nomber  of  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  ihat  the 
settlers  on  the  .old  military  reserve,  near  Fort 
Leavenwo/lh, .  niayVbe  allowed  the  right  of  pre- 
emption toib6.  same,- 'made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  (which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Sen* 
ate,)  directing  a  copy  of  the  report  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  TALLMAOGB  presented  the  credentials  of 
Silas  Wbight,  Ja«i  who  has  been  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  a  Senator  from  that 
State  fo^sit  yeafy,  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of 
March  next;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  the  files  of  the  Senate.     ^ 

Onmotionof  Mr.  BBRRIBN,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed;  and  the  Senate 
took  up,  as  in  commiitee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  from 
the  Houseior  the  relief  of  Charles  J.  Jenkins  and 
William  Wuliams,  assignees  of  Joseph  McKinne. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  bill;  and,  after  a 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  EVANS  in  opposition  to  its 
passage,  and  indicating  a  wish  to  make  an  amend- 
ment, it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

RETRENCHMENT,  ECONOMY,  AND  GOV- 
ERNMENT  RESOURCES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday  was  taken  up;  being  the  con- 
sideration of  the  following  resolutions  introduced 
by  Mr.  McDuFFrs,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  instant, 
▼iz: 

Retolvedf  That  it  la  the  solemn  and  urgent  duty  of  the  pres. 
eDt  Congreai  to  adopt,  without  delay,  efficient  meaauree  to  n- 
vire  the  crippled  and  decaying  commerce,  repleniah  the  impov. 
erifhedexcoequer,  and  arrest  the  alarming  accumulation  or  the 
public  debt  or  the  United  States. 

BeMolved,  That  a  modification  of  the  existing  tariff  on  for^ 
eign  Imports,  such  as  will  render  it  strictly  and  m  good  ralth  a 
mexB  revenue  measure,  ia  lodispapsable  to  the  accomplishment 
of  those  objects;  and  that  the  recent  measures  of  the  British 
Parliament,  partially  adopung  the  principles  of  free  trade,  the 
public  iodicaiions  of  a  dispoUttoo  on  the  part  of  tb«  present 
ministry  to  extend  those  principles  still  further,  and  the  probap 
bUity  of  .the  speedy  organization  of  an  exienslre  system  of 
smuggling  on  the  long  line  of  our  frontier,  furnish  pressing  mo* 
tives  lo  Congress  for  acting  oo  the  subject  during  its  present 
session. 

Retolved^  Ttiat  a  rigid  system  of  retrenchment,  economy, 
and  accountability,  such  as  will  bring  the  anniial  expenditures 
within  the  annual  iocorae  of  the  Government,  is  not  less  indis* 
pensable;  snd  that,  wliilo  this  Is  reodertd  necessary  by  the  de- 

{ilorabte  state  of  the  public  finances,  it  ia  rendered  just,  and  not 
njuriuos  to  the  public  service,  by  the  great  reduction  of  the 
currency,  and  consequent  appreciation  oi  iho  value  of  money. 

To  which  Mr.  EVANS  had  moved  to  append 
the  followiDg  additional  resolutions: 

RtBOlved,  That,  among  the  caoses  which  have  contributed 
most  efficiently  in  the  depiensisu  of  the  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  to  the  consequent  impoverish' 
ment  of  the  nationa.  ireasur>',  and  which  have  thus  ren<]ored  a 
resort  to  loans  Inevuable,  is  the  want  of  a  currency  of  xinilbrm 
value  in  all  parts  of  the  United  )!$iates,  commanding  the  confi* 
dsnce  of  the  people;  and  no  measure  deslgn&l  to  revive  com* 
merce.  replenish  the  treasury,  and  avert  the  further  accnmula> 
tion  or  public  debt,  will  be  complete  or  adequate  to  the  accom- 
pllshraeoi  of  these  objects,  which  fail  to  supply  their  wants. 

Resolved,  That  another  oftho  prominent  causes  of  the  pres* 
ent  prostrated  condition  of  the  business  of  the  country,  and  of 
the  public  finances,  and  which  has  largely  impaired  American 
character  and  credit,  which  has  exposed  republican  i^isiiiU' 
tiona  to  reproach  and  obloquy,  ia  the  failure  of  so  maoj  States 


of  the  Union  lo  provide  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest 
on  their  public  debts;  and  especially  the  favor  and  coun^en* 
ance  which  have  been  given,  to  some  extent,  In  some  poruoos 
of  the  country,  to  the  alarming  and  destructive  doctrine,  that 
these  debts  ere  not  bindirl^  upon  the  people  of  (he  States 
which  have  created  them,  but  may  be  annulled  and  repudiated 
at  their  discretion. 

Resotvedt  That,  while  thb  CongraeB  does  not  Intend  to  adopt 
any  measures  for  tne  paymentby  Uie  United  States  of  the  debts 
of  the  individual  States,  it  nevertheless  deems  it  propei^  in 
view  of  the  disastrous  consequences  to  the  naticnal  character 
and  credit,  and  to  the  Institutions  of  republican  government,  of 
the  failure  of  the  States  to  fulfil  their  obligations,  and  of  the 
principle  which  has  been  asserted— that  these  obligatiuns  are 
not  binding  on  ihem, — to  declare,  that  the  debts  of  the  Btaiei^ 
cieatsd  by  the  legislative  authority  Uiereof,  respectively,  are  ob- 
ligatory and  bindina  upon  said  Siatea,  and  cannot  be  by  them  an- 
nulled or  repudiateii;  and  that  it  Is  the  solemn  and  urgent  duty 
of  the  people  of  said  States  to  resort  to  the  most  efficient  means 
in  their  power  for  tite  preservation  of  their  faith,  and  the  fulfil* 
menLof  their  obligations. 

Reaolvedj  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  by  every  consti- 
tutional and  proper  means  in  its  power— by  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  restore  and  preserve  a  currency  of  uniform  value 
throughout  ilie  United  Siatett;  by  the  collection  and  disburse* 
ment  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  regulation  and  admin* 
isiration  of  the  public  financesL  in  such  w'ay  as  shall  be  least  < 
burdensome  io  the  people,  and  most  conducive  to  the  revival 
of  trade  and  comnierce;  as  shall  secure  the  wages  of  labor  from 
fluctuation;  as  shall  give  security  and  steadiness  to  the  industry 
of  the  country,— to  render  every  practicable  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  people  of  the  several  States  in  their  i«flurts  to  meet 
theh:  engagements,  and  to  discharge  the  obligations  into  which 
they  have  entered. 

Which  Mr.  Datton  had  mo  red  to  amend,'  by 
*  striking  out  the  third  of  Mr.  Evanses  resolutions, 
and  in.serting  the  following  in  its  stead: 

Resolved^  That  the  distrust  and  obloquy  cast  ufon  the  /Vd- 
era/ Government  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  certain  Slates  to 
make  prompt  payment  of  theirdebts,  is  an  unjust  and  unfound* 
ed  imputation  upon  its  credit  and  good  faith;  that,  while  this 
Government  deplores  the  misguided  policy  of  those  Stales 
which  have  embarrassed  themselves,  it  disclaims  all  liability, 
legally  or  morally,  for  such  delinauency;  while,  in  vindication 
oiitsown  uDblemished  faith  and  honor,  it  appeals  with  confi* 
dence  to  its  past  history. 

Mr.  DAYTON  being  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the 
pending  quesion,*  in  relation  to  the  adoption  of  his 
proposed  amsndment,  addressed  the  Senate  for 
upwards  of  an  hour. 

He  stat^  that  the  offer  which  he  made  yester- 
day, to  waive  his  claim  to  the  floor,  having  failed 
to  accomplish  the  object  of  their  proceeding  to  the 
vote;  and  the  question  now  pending  being  on  his 
amendment,  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  submit  a 
few  brief  remarks,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  think  that  amendment  im- 
portant and  necessary.  No  Senator  could  depre- 
cate more  than  he  would  a  useless  loss  of  the  pub- 
lic time,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  in  a 
mere  discussion  ef  abstract  theories.  But,  if  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  chose  to  introduce  res* 
olutiona  of  thai  -character,  tending  to  no  practical 
result,  the  ^responfibility  of  wasting  the  public 
time  could  not  be  laid  at  the  doors  of  bis  friends 
or  himself,  should  they  feel  themselves  placed  in 
such  a  position  as  to  demand  either  enlargement, 
modification,  or  discussion.  The  resolutions  ofl!ered 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  reach  to,  and 
propose,  no  measure  of  public  relief  ior  the  dis- 
tress which  they  depict 

He  (Mr.  D.)  had  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
the  able  speech  which  was  delivered  in  support  of 
those  resolutions,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  con- 
clude with  some  definite  and  practical  proposition 
for  the  relief  of  the  country;  more  particularly  as 
the  Senator  appealed,  in  the  course  of  bis  remarks, 
to  all  parties  to  unite  in  effecting  the  object  he  had 
in  view.  But  in  this  he  was  disappointed;  for  noth- 
ing was  urged  but  the  resolutions  themselves;  and 
they,  and  all  that  was  said  in  their  support,  ended 
with  a  mere  promulgation  of  abstract  political 
principles.  He  could  not  discover,  from  them  and 
the  Senator's  remarks,  more  than  three  main  prin- 
ciple?: in  relation  to  the  currency,  to  be  let  alone  to 
work  out  its  own  salvation;  to  finance,  to  be  im- 
proved by  pulling  down  the  tariff  law;  and  to  com- 
merce, by  reciprocating  the  action  of  Qreat  Britain 
in  favor  of  an  approach  to  free  trade. 

On  each  of  these  points  Mr.  D*  expatiated  con- 
siderably at  length,  and  then  adverted  to  the  reso- 
lutions submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  as  an 
addition  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  These  additional  rcLolo lions  be 
considered  equally  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
reaching  to  no  practical  result.  Fully  a^  he  accord- 
ed with  the  general  principles  which  tbey  avowed, 
be  considered  them,  as  well  as  the  original  resolu- 
tions, unnecessary;  because  no  definite  action  would 
grow  out  of  them  for  the  good  of  the  country.    As, 


however,  they  were  before  the  Senate,  be  did  loi 
wish  to  let  them  pass  to  a  vote  without  Nch  nodi, 
fication  as  he  thought  essential;  and,  is  kebd 
strong  objection  to  thjp  wording  of  the  third  ie«)l«. 
tion  of  the  amendment,  he  had  proposed  a  soba^ 
tute  for  that  resolution,  which  he  rad. 

In  explaining  his  object  in  thus  Tiadieatinf  ihs 
credit  and  character  ot  the  United  States, he stiied 
his  regret  that  hitherto  every  officer  ia  the  Qot. 
ernment,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  hid  tikei  i 
course  calculated  to  show  to  the  woiki  that  ihes 
felt  the  character  and  credit  of  the  cooatiy  to£ 
depressed,  instead  of1>oldly  repelling  the  aafoiiul* 
ed  assertions  of  others  that  they  were  so.  Heii- 
sisted  on  it,  that  the  credit  and  good  faith  of  tht 
United  States  never  had  been  impaired;  that  ftej 
had  been. preserved  without  a  blot  or  blemidiaBei 
the  foundation  of  the  Government;  and  thit,  ia 
this  respect,  we  stood  proudly  preemineaiiborB 
the  nations  of  Europe,  who  now  caluuiinated  mii 
the  foreign  money  markets. 

In  proof  of  all  this,  he  entered  into  a  long  ui 
minute  hi&tory  of  the  iniquities  practised  by  Qm 
Britain,  in  laying  the  foundation  of  her  nitioiil 
debt,  and  enlarging  it  from  time  to  time,  till  it  hid 
reached  the  enormous  sum  of  upwards  of  thjitf* 
five  hundred  millions  of  dollars-- in  eomptrim 
with  which,  our  national  debt  shrank  into  a  un 
nothing,  or  at  least  a  sum  so  aoMll  as  to  be  aautAj 
capable  of  paying  half  a  year's* interest.  Etae^ 
merated  the  debts  dae  by  France,  Holtiod,  R^ 
pies,  Russia,  dho.,  to  show  how  deeply  they  i«i 
all  involved;  and  contrasted  their  condition  «i| 
that  of  this  country — possessing  unexampled  rs* 
sources,  and  an  inheritance  streiehiog  from  m  to 
sea,  through  a  wide  extent  of  eoantry  anetiQilltd 
for  fertility  and  naturat  advantages.  Hariigen' 
denced  all  these  things,  as  a  vindication  of  iIm  ib- 
impaired  good  faith  and  credit  of  the  United  Staia, 
he  commented  with  severity  upon  those  poitiovtf 
the  President's  message  which  he  coasidMeoiid 
have  no  better  lendeacy  than  to  give  cotutteoiM 
to  the  calumnies  uttered  iii  foreign  mooey  BttiMi 
against  our  credit.  He  particularly  aUidedd 
the  unnecessary  and  iaprnflent  exposare  of  tht 
fact  that  an  accredited  agenf,  sent  to  Bnro|ie  loa^ 
gotiate  the  loan,  had  been  sent  hack  repataed. 

Speaking  of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debu, 
he  deprecated  any  proposition  pf  that  nataffttn* 
wise  and  impolitic,  without  giving  any  optnioB  as 
to  the  power  of  the  Government  in  that  partioiir. 
The  question  of  the  power  of  the  Govenuneot  to 
interfere  he  had  not  snfilcienily  examiaed  iBto,lo 
enable  him  to  form  an  opinion;  but  he  had  fiillf 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  Hnpmdeaee  of  my 
such  measure. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  urging  the  adoplioa  of  Ui 
substitute  for  the  third  resolntionof  theameadnnt 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  MERRICK  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  ii* 
sisted  on  his  motion  (of  which  he  had  given  aotiee 
yesterday)  to  lay  the  whole  subject  oa  the  tibk. 
JE^e  again  urged  the  impropriety  of  vistio;  tbt 
short  time  which  yet  remained  of  the  sessioi,  so 
necessary  to  be  applied  to  the  legislative  bBaiiesi 
remaining  unfinished,  upon  mere  abstnd  qm* 
tions.  He  pointed  out  that,  in  his  opinion,  gefitl^ 
men  were  mistaken  who  supposed  that  his  motios 
would  carry  with  it  tbe  resolutions  of  the  Senitor 
from  Virginia.  That  Senator  had  only  gim  bo* 
tice  of  his  intention  to  ofifer  them:  they  were  not  l»* 
fore  ih9  Senate,  and  could  not  be,  as  losgitiB 
amendment  to  an  aiuendmentof  an  ongiail  ptopo* 
siiion  was  pending.  No  fitter  time  conid,  tbere* 
fore,  be  chosen  for  pressing  his  motion  thu  il 
present. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  fbr  the  yeas  and  atjs; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RIVES  inquired  of  the  Chair  wbeibff.if 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  NewJerKf 
Were  either  adopted  or  rejected,  would  heaotbiv* 
a  right  to  move  his  amendment  as  a  snbstiiBle  ftf 
the  reaioJutions  of  tbe  Senator  from  Mainel 

The  CHAIR  ezplaiped  that  a  motion  to  inikt 
out  a  larger  portion  of  the  resolutions,  eoottiuBf 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jenef» 
with  a  view  of  inserting  ottieis  in  their  pltf^ 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  RTVRS  contended  that  bis  fesolmioaiven 
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in  that  Case  befoie  ihe  Senaic,  and  would  be  a^ 
ieefed  by  the  motion  to  Jay  onlbe  table. 

Mr.  MKRRICK  9aid  they  would  not  be  involved 
ia  the  motion  a  whit  moro  iban  aoy  other  amend- 
ments which  gentlemen  might  intend  to  offer. 

Itfr.  CRITTfiNOEN  asked  if  it  was  in  order 
^or  gentlemen  to  catechise  the  Chair  as  to  the 
course  to  be  pursued  with  regard  to  sometl^iDg  io- 
lended  to  be  done? 

The  question  waa  t^en  called  for  on  Mr.  Mjbr* 
rsck'b  motion  to  lay  the  whole  on  the  table;  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  34,  nays  33, 
as  follows: 

YEA9— HeMn.  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Berrkp,  Choaie, 
Cooxad,  Crafta,  Criitendeo,  Davum,  Evana,  Graham,  Hender- 
Bon,  Huntington,  Merrick,  Miner,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Poner. 
Simmon*.  Smith  of  Indiana,  flprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  and 
Woodbridfe-^ai. 

NAYS— Meeere.  Allen,  Archer,  Basby.  Bentoo,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Fiiltoo,  King,  Lmn,  McDume,  McRoberts,  Mangum, 
Rivea,  Seyter,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 
28. 

Mr.  ElYES  'hea  submitted  bis  resol  a  Urns  (which  . 
will  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  February  18) 
as  a  substantive  proposition     Tfaey  lie  over  one 
day,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  a  resolution,  that  the  dally 
.hour  of  meeting  after  Saturday  next  shall  be  at  11 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  tor  the  remainder  of  the  session,  in- 
stead of  13. 

The  re&olulion  li^  over  till  to*morrow. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  went 
into  eiecuiive  sessiot;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REFRE^NTATIVES. 
WsmixaDAT,  February  15,  1843. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  or  Solo- 
mon Thayer  and  62  other  citizens  of  Lubee, 
Maine,  praying  Congress  for  such  an  alferation  of 
oar*  commercial  relations  with  foreign  Govern- 
mems  as  shall  give  to  the  navigation  of  the  United 
Slates  terms  of  just  reciprocity;  which  wav  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

AUo,  the  petition  of  M.  G.  Buck  and  76  other 
ettizens  of  Bucksport,  Maine,  praying  Congress  to 
impose  an  additional  duiy  t  n  sawed  lumt^r,  fire- 
wood, fish,  dkc  ,  fiom  the  British  provinces;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  cf  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  WARD  presenteik  a  pefifion  of  400  mer^ 
chants  and  worhingmen  of  New  York  and  Brook-  - 
iyn,  in  favor  of  Gilbcrl^s  floating  dry-dock:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
th?  Union. 

Mr.  OLIVER  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan 
Beard,  asking  to  be  paid  for  (5,606  of  continental 
currency,  received  for  services  rendered  during  the 
revolutionary  war  in  1777  and  1778 — the  saidccn- 
tinental  currency  being  of  no  value. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  prcj^ented  the  memorial  and 
resolniionis  of  the  General  Assembly  oT  the  State 
cf  Illinois,  statrog  the  following  facts:  That  certain 
citizens  of  Macon  county  and  the  vicinity,  reside 
in  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  are  located  80 
miles  from  the  Qavigation  of  the  Illinois  river,  and 
130  from  that  of  the  Wabash.  These  citizens  re- 
side on  and  near  the  cross  railread  route,  extending 
from  the  IllinAs  river,  at  Naples,  by  Sprirgfield, 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  State,  to  theeastnn 
border  of  the  State,  to  meet  the  Indiana  canal  and 
railroad  at  Covington,  which  commanicatei  to 
Lake'  Erie,  through  Indiana  and  Ohio.  The  me- 
morial states  further,  that  the  abovenamed  oom- 
mnnieation  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  is  completed  for 
935  miles,  and  will  be  finished  in  Indiana  daring 
tbisyear  from  Lafayette  to  Covington,  which  is  in 
the  direction  of  the  cross  railroad  roate  in  Illinois. 
This  communication  completed,  a  direct  inland 
channel  for  the  commerce  of  the  most  fertile  re- 
l^iop  of  eeuntry  in  the  Union  would  be  established 
fKom  the  naifigable  waters  of  the  Mississippi  to 


Lake  Erie,  and  by  Buffalo  loMhe  cities  of  New 
York  and  Boston.  This  commni  i(;ation  would 
shorten  the  distance  from  the  Mississippi  to  Lake 
Erie  several  thousand  miles  less  than  the  route  by 
Chicago,  Mackinack,  and  Detroit. 

The  memorial  further  shows  that  tbe  country 
adjacent  to  this  northern  cross  railroad  is  the  most 
fertile  in  Illinois,  and  the  farmers  already  raise  a 
great  surplus  of  products  in  it;  but  the  location  is 
so  far  from  the  means  of  transporting  this  surplus 
to  market,  that  the  crops  are  rotting  on  the  bands 
of  the  farmers.  It  is  also  stated,  that  ^ ome  con- 
siderable portion  of  tbe  public  lands  are  vet  un- 
sold on  this  route.  It  is  also  slated  that  this 
improvement  i^  naliona',  extending  from  the 
Mississippi  to  Bo&ton;  and  thai  similar  public 
works  in  the  Siates  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  have  re- 
ceived donations  ia  land  from  the  General  Gov- 
erumrnt,  to  aid  the  S  aies  in  Fuch  improvemen's. 
Tbe  memorial  go(S  further,  snd  »ay.«,  ibat  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  will  be  enhanced  in  value  more 
than  double  by  the  conslruciion  of  this  road  in 
Illinois:;  and,  in  consideration  of  these  factf,  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  pray  that  every  al- 
ternate section  of  the  public  land  along  the  rcute 
in  Illinois,  be  granted  to  the  State,  to  aid  in  the 
completion  of  this  public  improvement.  The 
reserved  land  will  be  enhanced  more  in  value  by 
the  donation,  than  the  whole  is  at  present.  The 
memorial  and  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  in  the  House 
of  Representatives^;  and  they  are  so  just  and 
reasonable,  tha^  no  doubt  a  favorable  action  will 
be  had  on  ihem,  if  the  lateness  o(  the  session  docs 
not  prevent  it,  as  there  is  not  much  more  than  two 
weeks  of  the  session  yet  unexpired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PENDLETON,  a  memorial 
some  time  since  presented  by  him,  in  relation  to 
steamboat  explosions,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLERKS  EMPLOYED  BY  THE  GOVERN- 
MENT. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  rose,  and  submitted  the  follow- 
ing reEolutioc: 

Reaolved,  That  llic  Secretary  of  Slate,  the  BecreUry  of  ihe 
Treasary,  the  Secreury  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  the  Poeimaaier  GteneraJ,  report  to  this  tlouae  the  numlwr. 
clasees,  and  corapensatioa  of  persona  employed  in  their  several 
departmenta,  respectively,  on  the  let  day  of  January,  1839,  and 
on  the  let  day  of  January,  1843;  dJatioguiihiog,  by  bureaus, 
where  they  exist  in  the  deparlmeni. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  a 
useless  expense  would  be  incurred  by  the  adoption 
of  that  resolution;  and  it  was  especially  unneces- 
sary, as  all  the  information  which  it  would  call  for 
was  already  published  in  public  docnments.  ^ 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  said  if  it  was  in  the  public  doc- 
uments, it  would  lake  so  much  less  time  to  collect 
it  in  the  shape  which  he  proposed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  in  tbe  present  state  of 
the  national  treasury,  they  should  save  all  the  ex- 
pense they  possibly  could. 

Mr.  BOWNE  aiked  if  that  debate  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  BOWNE  then  objected  to  it, and  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  f  etiolation. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  the  reception  of  his  resolution. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  READ  said  for  two  months  he  had  been 
appealing  to  the  House  to  place  on  the  journal  a 
resolution  which  he  had  offered  on  a  very  import- 
ant subject.  It  was  a  subject  of  tbe  deepest  im- 
portance, and  one  on  which  the  House  ought  to 
have  acted  at  the  coiqmencement  of  the  session — 
he  alluded  to  a  modification  of  the  tariff.  He  ad- 
mitted that  he  did  not  now,  at  Ibis  late  period  of 
the  session,  expect  that  the  House  would  act  on  that 
subject;  but  he  desired  that  his  proposition  should 
go  on  tbe  journal.  [Objeciions  were  made  ia  va- 
rious parts  of  the  hall  ]  He  continued:  if  it  were 
objected  to,  he  would  object  to  everything  out  of 


order  to  the  end  of  the  session.  [Laughter.]  For 
two  months  he  had  been  offering  bis  resolution,  but 
without  effect. 

Mr.  STANLY  objected  to  the  continuation  of 
tbe  gentleman's  argument. 

Mr.  READ  said  he  waa  not  arguing  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANLY  insisted  that  the  gentleman  was 
arguing  it. 

[Cries  of  "Read  the  resolution.**] 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly,  aa  follows: 


Wheropa  the  act  of  Ooogren  oDtliled"Ao  ad  to  provide  reve- 
nue from  imports,  and  to  chaAfe  and  modify  exkting  laws  im* 
pofling  duties  onimporta,  and  for  other  pnrpoeea."  pasaedSOCh 
August,  1842;  having  been  paased  in  the  hurry  ana  confusion  of 
Ihe  lasi  dav  of  a  eessioD,  and  therefore  greatly  defective,  not 
only  in  its  details,  but  in  some  of  its  principles;  impvainc  pro- 
hibitory  duties  on  a  great  ^riety  of  articles,  theretiy  so  /ar  de- 
feating itself,  both  In  regard  to  revenue  and  protection — ^ihe  lat> 
ter,  by  administering  a  poweritil  stimulant  to  the  smuggling 
tr&np;  therefore, 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in> 
slructed  to  Inquire  into  the  ezpedieDCr  of  reporting  a  bill,  sup* 
plementarv  to  the  said  act  of  the  30th  August  laat,  based  upoo 
the  following  principles,  vis: 

1.  To  provide  an  adeiqnate  revanoe  for  the  economical  ad- 
ministration  of  the  Government,  andoo  more-HMiy  from  twenty 
to  twenty- three  millions. 

2.  Articles  classed  as  "oeceesaries  of  life,*'  and  entering  into 
generaV  consumption,  of  a  description  notgnnon  or  produced 
tnthe  United  StaUe.  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

3.  Articles  imported,  coming  in  cciUMlitlon  with  those  grown 
or  produced  in  the  United  BtatM,  tq  M-iazed  9p«s  to  give  am- 
ple proteciion  toour  iarmerB,ppiiaei^-iBannf»ctorerB|  and  me- 
clianics. 

4.  The  measure  of  such  protection  to  be,  in  all  duses,  so  much 
duty  as  will  make  the  cost  of  the  foreign  articled  ourmarketo 
equal  to  tlie  cost  of  production  in  the  United  Sutei,  and  no 
more:  thus  hriogiog  the  foreign  and  American  manufacturer 
into  our  markets  on  a  foodnc  of  perfect  equality,  Sncraasing 
the  supply  in  propoitlon  lo  the  demftud,  and  thereby  reducing 
the  price  to  the  consumer. 

5.  If  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  impose  higher  duties /or 
revenue  than  are  required  by  the  said  measure  of  protection, 
in  such  case  huturiee  to  pay  a  higher  daty  than  neeeeeartea. 

6.  No  drawback  to  be  allowea  on  foreign  sagara  refined  in 
the  United  Stales,  nor  on  spirits  diAilled  from  foreign  mo- 

IflJMflft. 

7.  No  dnwback  to  be  allowed  in  any  case,  except  on  gooda 
imported  andapeoJallT  entered  for  exportation,  and  actually  ex- 
ported within  ninety  days  (torn  the  time  of  importation. 

8.  All  duties  to  be  paid  in  cash  at  the  tiro«-or  imporution. 

9.  All  duties  to  be  levied  on  the  true  Taloe  of  the  goods  in 
thtf  principal  ports  of  the  United  States;  the  valuation  to  be 
made,  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  collector  of  the  port;  and,  If 
the  importer  shall  appeal,  theTtlaa  to  be  finally  ascertained 
by  a  board  of  cofflmissioaer%  to  bo  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  BRONSON  interrupted  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions,  and  objected  to  their^ reception. 

Mr.  RiSAD  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
an  on  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  HoQse  did  not  order  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  READ  made  some  remarks  on  the  courae 
he  was  desirous  to  pursue;  but  his  observations 
were  not  heard  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  then  nega* 
tivftd. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON,  tbe 
Select  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  appointed  on 
the  3d  day  of  February  last,  was  authorized  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers^  and  to  examine  witnesses 
on  oath. 

THE  WAREHOUSING  SYOTEM. 

Mr.  J.  P-  KENNEDY  submitted  a  resolution 
to  make  bill  No.  730  (being  a  bill  making  provi- 
sion for  the  warehousing  of  imported  goods)  the 
special  order  for  Tuesday,  the  9lst  instant. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  oblected,  and  said  he  hoped  they 
would  liave  no  more  special  orders  during  this 

session.  ^  .        , 

Mr.  J,  P.  KENNEDY  moved  a  snspcnsion  of 

the  rnles;  but  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

BILL  No,  548. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  inquired  what  the  order  of  the 

dav  was 
The  SPEAKER  replied,  House  bill  No.  548. 

[Laaghier.]  ,    ,, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  ibe  Honae  resolve 

itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 

the  Union.    The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 

UvonawooD  took  the  chair. 
Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  tha  committee  pro- 
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oeed  with  the  consideration  of  the  bill  on  wbich  the 
committee  was  yesterday  engaged. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  WxLLsn]  offered 
yesterday,  to  reduce  the  per  diem  of  Senators  from 
16  to  (5,  #a8  negatived. 

The  following  amendment  of  another  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  HiotuiosI  was  offered  yesterday: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  ^^aesembled"  in  the  tecond  line, 
andtiieert:  ^  . 

That  rrom  and  after  the  coiumeocement  of  the  present  see- 
sion,  oD^ia  5ihdayofl>ecember  laat,  and  henceforwaid,  each 
member  of  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativee  and  Senate  ef  the 
United  Siatea  ehaU  receive,  during  the  eeanons  of  Congreee, 
fliz  dollara  a  day.  and  four  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles 
travel  by  the  usuai  routes  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Goremment. 
And  that  each  member  of  future  ConareaBea,  on  talcing  the 
oath  to  support  the  Constitutira  of  the  United  States,  do,  at  the 
same  time,  pledge  his  honor,  in  presence  of  the  House  or 
Senate,  (to  whichever  be  may  belong,)  that  be  will  Mricily 
confine  the  franlcing  privilege  in  his  own  person  to  the  ezer- 
eise  of  his  ofllcial  duties,  but  may  extend  it  In  the  broadest  lib- 
eriv  to  giving  every  information  thj;oueh  public  documents, 
and  all  other  matter  in  his  capacity  ofRepreeenlalive,  to  his 
cormiituents  and  the  country. 

And  be  it  further  enuctod^  That,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  the  private  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  ihe  sailors  and  marines  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
shall  have  one  dollara  month  added  to  iheirpresent  pay. 

And  be  It  further  enaetedt  That  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws 
confliciJng  with  this  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS  offered  a  substitute  for 
all  that  portion  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  pay  and 
milesge  of  members  of  Congress,  providing  for  a 
redaction  of  mileage,  and  a  computation  of  dis- 
tance according  to  the  Post  Office  books. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  31,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  second  scctioh  was  then  read.  It  relates 
to  the  pay  and  mileage  of  ibe  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  the  same  amendment 
which  was  adopted  on  yesterday  in  relation  to  the 
mileage  of  Senators,  providing  that  no  member 
shall  receive  a  greater  aggregate  of  mileage  than 
$300  at  each  session  of  Cbngress. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
contended  that,  inasmuch  as  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from'South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmsb,] 
cutting  off  mileage  altogether,  had  been  adopted, 
this  proposition  would  make  the  section  incongm- 
ous,  and  was,  therefore,  inadmissible. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  it  was  true  that  the 
proposition  would  make  the  bill  inconsistent  in  its 
provisions;  but  it  was  not  for  the  Chair  to  judge  in 
such  a  matter.  .  It  remained  with  the  committee  to 
put  the  bill  in  any  form  they  thought  proper. 

Tellers  (Messrs.  Pope  and  A,  Y.  Bbowm)  were 
appointed,  and  reported  ayes  58,  noes  65. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mallobt  was  re- 
jected. 

[The  effect  of  this  vote  is  to  limit  the  mileage  of 
Senators  to  (300  a  session,  whilst  that  of  members 
of  the  House  remains  unrestricted.] 

The  amendment  of  the  select  committee,  redu- 
cing the  mileage  to  |6  ior  every  20  miles  travel, 
was  adopted.  Also,  ibe  next  amendment,  prohib- 
iting any  member  from  receiving  pay  when  ab- 
sent from  the  House,  unless  such  absence  be  eerti- 
tied  to  be  occasioned  "by  sickness  of  himself  or 
family,  or  b?  leave  of  the  House." 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  2d  section.  He 
said  that,  if  it  should  be  adopted,  the  first  section 
might  be  similarly  amended  or  stricken  out: 

Strike  out  the  second  section,  and  insert  after  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  tani: 

That,  in  lieu  of  the  daily  pay  and  mileage  now  allowed,  by 
law,  to  the  Seoatoiaand  memuera  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, each  Senator,  Representative,  and  Delegate,  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  entitled  loireceiye  eight  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  he 
■hall  be  in  attendance,  and  six  [altered  afterwards  to  jour]  dol* 
lars  for  every  20  miles'  travel,  by  the  moat  usual  route  from  bis 
residence  to  and  fipm  the  seat  oiGovemmeai.  in  all  cases  where 
the  seMion  of  Congress  ahall  continue  no  longer  than  three 
[■ubsequeq^y  changed  to  Jive]  months.  If  the  session  shall  be 
extended  any  time  longer,  and  not  exceeding  two  months,  each 
Senator,  Representative,  and  Delegate. shall  receive sixdollars 
per  day  for  the  additional  time;  and  ir  the  seaslon  shall  be  pro- 
tracted longer  than  five  [subsequently  altered  to  eeven]  montjia, 
each  Senator  and  member  of  the  House  shall  receive  four  dol* 
Ian  per  day  for  the  remainder  of  the  aesslon.  If  any  Senator 
or  member  of  the  House  shall  be  detained  by  sickneas  on  bis 
journey  toorfromtlie  meeting  of  Congresa^  or,  after  his  arrival 
at  the  seat  of  Government,  shall  be  prevented,  by  sickneas,  from 
aiiendancetn  the  Senate  or  House,  be  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  daily  allowance.  The  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate, 
when  the  Vice  President  shall  be  abaent,  or  when  the  office  of 
Vice  Prendent  shall  be  vacant,  shaJl  receire  double  the  dally 


pay  to  which  he  is  entlUed  aa  a  Senator  for  every  day  he  shall 
attend  the  Senate;  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repreeent- 
aiives  shall  receive  double  the  daily  pav  to  which  he  ia  entitled 
as  a  Representative  for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the  House: 
Provided^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Senator  and  Repre- 
seotaiive,  and  Delegate,  before  his  account  is  settled  and  certl- 
fied,  to  state  the  number  of  days  he  has  been  actually  In  attend- 
ance in  the  Senate  or  the  House;  and  also  the  number  of  days 
he  has  been  absent;  and  whether  said  absence  haa  been  owing 
to  sickness  or  otherwise;  and,  unless  each  abaence  shall  have 
been  caused  by  sickness  of  himself  or  family,  or  by  leave  of  the 
Senate  or  House,  his  daily  pay  for  the  time  when  he  waa  thus 
absent  without  cause  shall  be  deducted  from  his  accounL 

Mr.  FILLMORE  suggested  a  modification.  He 
thought  that  the  end  of  five  months  should  be  fixed 
as  the  period  for  the  commencement  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  per  diem. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  accepted  the  modification. 
The  amendment  was,  by  his  direction,  so  altered 
as  to  make  the  firbt  reduction  of  pay  at  the  end  of 
five  months,  and  the  second  reduction  at  the  end  of 
seven  months. 

Mr.  COWEN  offered  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  regulating  the  manner  of  computing 
mileage,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it 

Mr.  QILMER  offered  an  amendment,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be  to  fix  the  pay  of  members  at  $4 
per  day  aOer  the  first  five  months  of  any  session. 
The  amendment  wss  lost — ayes  64,  noes  66. 

Mr.  SLADE  offered  an  amendment,  to  make  the 
per  diem  of  members  of  Congress  eight  dollars  for 
the  first  five  months  of  the  session,  and  after  that 
five  dollars.    Rejected-i-ayes  30,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  insert  in  the  8th  line  of  the  2d  sec* 
tion,  the  wqjrds  *<unless  he  shall  have  travelled  the 
entire  distance  for  which  such  mileage  is  claimed,*' 
so  as  to  make  the  clause  read:  Provided,  That  no 
Senator,  Representative,  or  Delegate,  shall  be  al- 
lowed for  mileage  a  6um  exceeding  six  dollars  per 
day  from  the  end  of  one  session  to  the  time  of 
his  taking  his  seat  at  the  next  session,  unless  he 
shall  have  travelled  the  entire  distance  for  which 
such  mileage  is  claimed." 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McKkn- 
NAN,  as  amended,  was  then  put,  and  the  vote  re- 
sulted in  ayes  OS,  noes  30. 

No  quorum  voting,  another  count  was  taken,  re- 
sulting in  ayes  94,  noes  30. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  and  second  sectioDs,  in  order  to  make  the  bill 
correspond  with  the  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"four,"  and  insert  **six,'*  in  the  second  section; 
but  the  Chair  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee,  in  the  7th  line  of  the  sixth 
section,  by  inserting  after  the  words  *'one  thou- 
sand,*' the  words  "two  hundred  and  fifty;"  so  as  to 
confine  the  reduction  to  salaries  above  f  1,350.  Re- 
jected— ayes  50,  noes  not  counted. 

Mi.  J.  C.  CLARK  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
fame  section,  in  the  34 *h  line,  confining  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  ofiioers  of  the 
army  and  navy  to  those  whose  pay  and  emolu- 
ments exceed  |3,000:  rejected. 

Mr.  PBNDLECTON  offered  an  amendment,  con- 
fining the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy  to  those  whose  pay  and  emoluments 
exceed  (|[1,500:  rejected. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  amend  the  proviso 
of  the  fifth  section,  by  striking  out  the  following 
words: 

**That  no  salaried  civil  officer  of  the  Government  sbal)  re> 
celve  any  other  pay  for  hia  services  than  what  ia  allowed  by 
said  salaxy." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  section, 
80  as  to  make  the  20  per  cent,  reduction  apply  to 
salaries  of  $3,000. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CHAS.  BROWN  submitted  an  amendment 
to  change  the  scale  of  reduction,  but  in  what  pre- 
cise way  was  not  heard.      , 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Other  not  very  material  amendments  were  sub- 
mitted by  Messrs.  A.  H.  H.  STUART,  J.  P.  KEN- 
NEDY, FILLMORE,  J.  R.  INGER80LL,  WM. 
O.  BUTLER,  CHAS.  BROWN,  and  others. 

Mr.  McKEON  offered  an  amendment,  Btriking 


out  the  clause  by  which  the  dtplomtticeorpsKr?. 
ing  abroad  were  excepted  from  the  opsntioii  eC 
the  reduction:  rejected.- 

Verbal  amendments  were  offered  by  ifenL 
ARNOLD  and  Fi  LLMORB,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  ^o  insert  t  piori. 
so,  preventing  all  officers  who  shall  be  ''vaitint 
orders ,»'  or  "on  leave,"  from  being  excepted  fio^ 
the  operation  of  the  reduction:  rejicted. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  that  the  words  «tto 
hundred  dollars"  be  inserted  after  the  words  "one 
thousand,"  in  the  clause  limiting  the  operation  of 
reduction,  so  as  to  cause  no  reduction  to  take  place 
unless  upon  salaries  of  |1,300  and  upwards,  in- 
stead of  #1,000,  as  at  present  provided  for:  reject- 
ed. 

Mr.  CHAS.  BROWN  ofiered  an  amendme&t, 
the  efiiect  of  which  would  be  to  reduce  the  pay  of 
midshipmen  in  the  navy  and  cadets  at  the  MiUiary 
Academy  30  per  cent.  By  the  bill,  as  it  now 
stands,  their  pay  will  not  be  afiiected.  The  amead- 
ment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKBNNAN  offered  an  amendmeDt, 
(whidi  was  subsequently  withdrawn,)  pro?idii^ 
that  officers  whose  salaries  exceed  |6,000  shall  be 
reduced  30  per  cenU 

Mr.  S.  MASON  gave  notice  that  he  sboold 
move,  when  ihe  committee  rose,  to  noD-conau  in 
the  amendment  by  which  the  mileage  was  redaced 
to  |4  for  every  twenty  miles.  He  widied  the  oiie* 
age  fixed  at  |6  for  every  twenty  miles. 

Mr.  GWIN  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  offer 
a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill. 

The  CHAIR.    Not  now. 

Mr.  GILMER  offered  an  amendment,  the  af- 
fect of  which  is  to  abolish  the  offices  of  recorder 
and  solicitor  of  the  General  Land  01fice,afidis 
provide  that  the  duties  now  performed  by  tboie 
officers  shall  be  performed  by  the  CommissJoaerof 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  such  of  his  clerks  as 
he  may  assign. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  miggested  that  a  bill  bad  al- 
ready been  passed,  which  assigned  other  daties 
(ihose  now  performed  by  the  President's  prirale 
secretary)  to  the  recorder  of  the  Land  Office. 

Mr.  GILMER  said  thera  was  no 
that  such  a  bill  would  pass  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted— ayss  78, 
noes  55. 

Mr.  MALLORY  offered  an  amendment,  pro- 
viding  that  no  portion  of  the  bill  shall  have  ihe  ef- 
fect of  reducing  the  salary  of  ^uy  offiotr  of  a 
higher  rank  and  at  a  longer  standing,  below  ihit 
of  his  junior  of  lower  rank  and  of  a  more  reee&t 
date:  rejected. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  again  attempted,  ia  faia, 
to  have  adopted  a  provision  excepting  oflken  oa 
leave,  and  waiting  orders,  from  the  ezempdoa 
from  the  reduction  which  is  made  to  apply  to  all 
whose  pay  is  above  |1,000. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  offered  an  amendment,  pro- 
viding that  all  officers  whose  salaries  are  between 
(1,000  and  |2,000,  shall  be  reduced  tea  per  ceat; 
and  all  above  |^,000,  twenty  per  cent.:  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  &ih  sesiioB 
of  the  bill  as  amended,  and  the  same  was  adopted. 

Mr.  M.  A.  COOPER  offered  the  foUoviBc 
amendment  to  the  bill,  to  be  inserted  as  an  addi- 
tional section: 

•*jBe  Uftirthm-  enactedf  That  the  army  and  nivn  be,w*»J"j; 
the  army  by  companies,  according  to  date,  tfa«  oldMKni«,«ai 
be  discharged,  till  it  be  reduced  to  four  regiments.  T^LtI 
cers,  field  sod  staflT,  shall  be  discharged  according  w^Pffi  V 
date  of  commissions,  the  oldest  first,  ull  there  ■hall  be  kn  tM 
number  requisite  to  the  organization  and  oommaiideitM»tt( 
ittgifflents.  The  navy  shaU  be  reduced  by  disbanduig«o« 
and  officers,  according  to  date  of  eerrice  and  pnont^  oi  »ii- 
misBions,  till  there  shall  remain  in  (hesenrke  only  ox  m 
of  war,  with  the  requisite  numl>er  of  men  and  omcen  to  ma 
the  same;  and  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  th«»«J 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  put  UmtsmbIb  so  discliif5«  ■ 
the  best  preservation  possible,  aad  at  the  leastezpcose. 

Mr.  READ  called  for  a  division  of  the  qne^ 
on  the  amendment.  .     , 

The  first  part,  relating  to  the  army,  was  repctrt. 

The  second  part,  relating  to  the  navy,  was  ii» 
rejected*  . 

Mr.  aiLMER  moved  to  strike  out  the  woi* 
"miliUting  against,**  and  insert  "conflicting  viui, 
in  the  repealing  clause  of  the  bill;  so  as  to  miln 
it^read  **all  acts  and  parts  of  aets  eonflietiog  ww 
this  act  are  hereby  repealed."    Agreed  to.    . 
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Mr.  CLIFFORD  offered  an  amendment,  the  ef- 
fect of  wbicb,  if  adopted,  would  have  been  to  abol- 
ish!ihe  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  after  the 
1st  of  September  next.    Rejected. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  mo?ecl  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  biii,  so  as  to  make  it  correspond  with 
the  amendments  that  bad  been  adopted:  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  inquired  whether  the 
bill,  as  it  stood,  applied  to  the  officers  of  the  House 
and  the  public  grounds,  as  it  was  doubted  by  some 
'Whether  they  went  included  in  the  designation  of 
"officejrs  of  the  Qovernment." 

["Certainly;  certainly  j"  answered  by  several.] 

Mr.  OWIN  then  offered  nis  substitute,  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  BILL  to  retrench  the  expeoditurea  or  the  GoTernment  of  the 

United  Suites. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rapresenta- 
tixeaofthe  Unitp.d States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
That,  from  and  after  the  aOih  day  of  June  next,  the  pay  and 
emolumenta  of  all  offices  exiettng  on  the  4ih  day  »f  March,  (io' 
dusive,)  1825,  under  the  Government  of  ttie  United  States, 
whether  civil,  military,  or  naval,  which  have  been  increased 
since  that  period,  shall  be  reduced  to  the  rate  at  which  they 
then  were:  Provided,  That,  in  every  case  where  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  any  office  have  been  reduced  since  the  4ih  day  of 
March,  1828,  this  act  shall  not  be  so  cunetrued  as  to  change  such 
nducuon. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and  after  the 
30ih  day  of  June  next,  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  every  olSce 
nnderthe  €K>veinment  of  the  United  States,  whether  civil,  mili- 
tary, or  naval,  created  since  the  4ih  of  March,  1825,  shall  be  re- 
duced at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum. 

Sso.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  officer  under 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  be  allowed  any  exira 
compensation  whatever. 

Sbc  4.  And  be  itfurtfier  encusted^  That,  whenever  the  see* 
sion  of  Con::re88  shall  be  protracted  beyond  five  raontlis,  the 
per  diem  pay  of  the  members  thereof,  thereafter,  shall  be  at  the  ' 
late  of  four  dollars. 

Saa  5.  Andbe  it  further  enacted^  That  all  laws  and  parts 
of  laws  inconsistent  with  this  act  be,  and  the  some  ure  hereby, 
repealed. 

Mr.  GAVE  70HN80N  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Owm,  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the  following: 

That  f\rom  and  after  the  30th  of  June  next,  there  shall  be 
leduced  twenty  per  centum  from  the  amount  ui  pay  or  com- 
pensation allowed  to  ofikerB  of  the  navy,  or  other  persons  em- 
ployed  in  the  naval  service,  whose  compensation  was  ixed  or 
increased  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  3J  of  March,  1335,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  ref  ulate  the  pay  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States," 
or  since  that  time. 

That  there  shall  be  reduced,  from  and  after  the  30ih  of  June 
Dezt,  20  per  centum  from  the  pay  or  compensation  or  officers 
of  the  army,  or  other  persons  employed  in  the  mlliuiry  service, 
whose  pay  or  compensation  was  fixed  or  increased  by  virtue 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  militaiy  establishment 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  otlier  purposes,"  approved  5il) 
Jaly,  1838;  or  whose  pay  has  been  increased  since  the  1st  of 
January,  1835.  And  that  it  shall  not  in  future  be  lawful  to 
allow  double  rations  to  any  officer  or  person  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  in  future  to 
allow  commutation  pay  in  lieu  of  fuel  and  quarters. 

That  all  persons  In  the  civil  employment  of  the  Government, 
whote  compensation  exceeds  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and 
whose  compensation  haa  been  fixed  or  Increased  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1835,  shall  be  reduced  ^0  per  centum  from  and  after 
the  30tb  of  June  next. 

That  it  shall  not  hereafter  be  lawful  to  allow  to  any  officer 
or  person  in  the  employment  of  the  Government,  any  extia  or 
additional  compensation  for  or  on  account  of  any  service  reo- 
dered  the  United  States,  of  whatever  kind  or  nature  it  may  be. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Cavx  John- 
soji's  amendment,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MEOLLL  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  .Mr.  GwiN,  by  striking  out  ail  after  the  enact* 
log  clause,  and  inserting  the  following: 

Ttiat,  from  and  after  the  4ih  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1&13,  the  per 
diem  allowance,  salary,  or  other  compensation  of  Senators, 
Representatives,  and  Delegates  in  Congress,  and  of  all  officers, 
or  other  persons  elected  or  appointed  by,  or  in  any  way  serving 
iu  either  branch  thereof,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
«luced  one  feurtti,  or  twenty-five  per  centum  on  the  amount 
t\ow  authorized  and  received;  and  the  mileage  of  Senators, 
Bepreaentatives,  and  Delegates,  shall  be  reduced  one^fourih  for 
the  tirst  five  hundred  miles,  one-half  for  the  second  five  hun* 
cired  miles,  and  three-fourths  for  any  distance  tliat  they  luay 
be  required  to  travel  over  one  thousand  miles. 

Src.  2  Andbe  itfurUicr  eruicted^  That,  from  and  after  the 
said  4ih  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1843,  the  salary,  pay,  fees,  emolu« 
ments,  perquisites,  or  other  compensation,  by  whatever  name 
the  aame  may  be  called  or  known,  of  all  officers  aod  other  per* 
oona  in  the  service  or  employment  of  the  Federal  Government, 
otiier  than  those  embraced  in  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
whether  in  the  civil,  militaiy,  naval,  juiiiciary,  or  other  de- 
parlraerit  thereof,  (excepting  those  who  are  required  lo  reside 
abroad  in  the  diplotnatic  service  ol  the  country,  and  such  as  are 
i^rotected  by  the  Constitution.)  shall  be,  and  the  «ame  are 
nereby,  altered  and  reduced  from'that  now  prescribed  and  fixed 
by  law,  as  follows;  that  is  to  say :  Where  the  salary,  pay,  fees, 
emoluments,  perquisites,  or  other  cum penwtion  of  any  one  in- 
dividual now  amount  to  or  exceed  three  thousand  doIUrs  per 
aoDQin,  the  same  shall  be  reduced  thirty  per  centum  on  the 
present  amount;  where  the  salary,  pay,  fees,  emoluments,  per- 
quiaitea,  or  other  compensation  of  any  one  individual  now 
amount  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  are  less  than  three 
tbouaaod  dollars  per  annum,  the  same  shall  be  reduced  twenty 
per  centum  on  the  present  amounii  and  where  the  aUuy,  pay,  I 


fees,  emoluments,  perquisites,  or  other  compensation  of  any 
one  individual  now  amount  to  seven  hundred  dollan*,  and  are 
lees  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the  samu  oi.all  be 
reduced  ten  per  centum  on  the  present  amotihi:  Procideij 
That  the  compensaiidn  of  no  person  now  receiving  less  ilun 
seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum  shall  bo  affected  by  this 
act. 

Saa  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  extra  allowance 
or  compensation  of  any  kind,  not  expressly  granted  and  author* 
tzed  by  law,  shall  be  paid  to  any  ofiicer  of.  or  other  person  in 
the  service  or  employment  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  any 
of  the  departments  thereof,  in  any  form,  or  untler  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Bbo.  4.  Andbe  it  further  enacted^  That  all  laws,  and  parts 
of  laws,  incoosistenl  with  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed. 

.The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mxdill's 
amendment;  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HUNT  then  offered  his  snbslitute,  which 
was  copied  into  yesterday's  proceedings  as  an 
amendment  lo  the  amendment  of  *Mr.  Gwin;  bat, 
on  lakini?  the  question,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WILLI  AMS.of  Connecticut  then  offered,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Gwm,  a 
proviso,  that  the  mileage  of  members  of  Congress 
shall  be  estimated  by  the  shortest  mail  route,  or 
according  to  the  Post  Office  book  of  distances,  from 
the  places  of  their  residence  to  the  seat  of  Gofern- 
ment;  but  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gwiii*8 
amendment;  and  it  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause. 

Mr'.  ARNOLD  insisted  upon  his  motion,  and 
that  the  ^enileman  from  Virginia  had  not  the  Aoor 
to  make  his  motion. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  be  would  not  insist  on 
hi»  motion;  but  would  move  to  amend  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  so  as  to  read  that 
the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House, 
with  a  rfcommendation  ihat  it  do  not  pa»s. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut  then  renewed 
his  amendment  as  to  the  mode  of  cottipnting 
the  mileage  of  members  of  Congress,  as  an  original 
amendment.  *   It  was  read  as  follows: 

"And  that  the  mileage,  in  all  cases,  shall  be  estimated  or  com* 
puted  by  the  shortest  liijnl  routef  according  to  ihe  Poet  Office 
book  of  distances,  from  the  seat  of  Government  to  the  |>08t  of 
fice  nearest  the  residence  of  each  Senator,  Representative,  or 
Delegate;  and  that  the  same  rule,  in  computing  all  distanros, 
shall  apply  to  all  other  persons  to  whom  uavel  is,  or  may  bo, 
allowed." 

Mr.  W.  B.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  make  the  same  mode  of  com* 
poiing  mileage  apply  to  all  persons  receiving  mile* 
age  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut  accepted  the 
amendment  as  a  modification  of  that  offered  by 
him;  and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  asked  bow  the  Chair  had  got  rid 
of  his  motion  that  the  committee  risel 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  had  been  superseded 
by  amendments  subsequently  offered. 

Mr.  McKAY  proposed  to  amend,  by  striking 
out  that  part  which  related  to  the  compensation  of 
.members,  and  inserting  a  substitute  which  he  had 
prepared,  which  was  understood,  in  affect,  to  be  a 
section  to  repeal  all  laws  on  the  subject  of  compen- 
sation, leaving  the  next  Congress  to  fix  the  sum 
for  themselves. 

The  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  BOTTS  then  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  ArsoldJ 
that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the 
House,  by  the  addition  of  instructions  that  the  bill 
be  rejected. 

Tellers  were  then  called  for,  and  Mr.  M.  A. 
Cocpca  and  Mr.  Hooston  were  appointed;  and 
they  reported  38  in  the  affirmative;  the  negative 
was  not  taken. 

The  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  be  was  desirous  to  see  how 
many  members  expected  to  come  back  to  the  next 
Congress. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  inouired  if  the  3S  gentlemen 
expected  to  come  back? 

Mr.  BOTTS  was  understood  to  say  that  he  sop- 
posed  they  did. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  amend  an  amend- 
mant  of  the  committee,  by  changing  the  compensa* 


tion  for  mileage  from  (4  to  |6;  and  on  this  ho 
moved  the  previous  question,  so  that  the  House 
might  get  to  oiber  business. 

Mr.  BARNARD  af^ked  if  that  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  (s midst  much  confusion)  was 
understood  to  say  it  was. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  if  it  was  not  in 
order  to  move  to  print  the  bill,  wiih  all  its  amend- 
ments. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  could  only  be  done  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table,  and  on  that  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  SMITH  again  inquired  if  there  was  no  way 
by  which  they  could  get  the  bill  and  all  its  amend- 
ments printed,  so  that  the  House  might  know 
what  it  was.    iCi ies  of  "No,  no.»T 

The  SPEAKBd  replied,  that  it  could  only  be 
done  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  urged  the  necessity  of 
printing  the  bill  and  its  amendments,  that  they 
might  act  undei^randingly. 

I  he  SPEAKER  said,  if  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  should  be  rejected,  the  bill  might 
be  postponed  and  printed  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  and  taken 
on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  it 
was  rejected— yeas  43,  najs  167,  as  follows: 

YE  \Ct— Messrs.  Landafl*  W.  Andrews,  Banutid,  Bsrton, 
Black,  Botts,  Oowne,  Bronson.  William  Butter,  John  Camp* 
bell.  Clinton,  Mark  A.  Cooper.  Cranston,  Cross,  Gushing,  Fes. 
senden,  Howard,  Hunt,  w.  W.  Irwin,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lane, 
Lowell,  Robert  McCiellan,  Thomas  F.  Msnhall,  Oliver,  Peaioe, 
Pickens,  Alexander  Randall,  Rapdolplli,.  Saltonsull,  Alezaoder 
U.  II.  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  R.  W^lliompsoo,  Titlinehast,  To- 
land.  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Edward  D.  While,  Joeeph  L.  White, 
Winihrop,  Wise,  Wood,  aod  John  Young^42. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  S.  J.  Andiews,  Arnold,  Arring • 
ton,  Aiherton,  Babrock,  Baker.  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdaeye, 
Blair,  Boardmao,  Brewster,  Brigcs,  Brockway.  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Burke,  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Wil- 


Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dean,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eastman, 
John  C.  Edwards,  Erbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Fillmore,  John  O. 
Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyit,  Fornance,  A.  L.  Foster.  (Samble, 
Gates,  Genry,  Gerry,  Gilmer.^Ooggln,  P.  G.  Goode,  William  O. 
Gooile,  Gordon,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Gwin.  Hall,  Hal- 
sied,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Henry.  Holoie^HopKins.Hottck, 
Houston,  IJubard,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  Ingeraoil|  Jowph 
R.  IngeraoH,  Jame»  Irvin,  Jack,  (Tave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  Lewie, 
Linn,  Littlefield,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  Mc&ennan, 
McKeoOj  Matlory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  ttamsonMaaoo, 
J.)hn,  Thomson  Mason,  Maihioi,  Maihews,  Mattocks,  Max- 
well,  Maynard,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Moriis,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmeniar, 
Partridge,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Pofw,  fuwull,  Ramaey,  Ben* 
jamin  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rencli>  r,  Keynolds,  Ridg« 
way,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  Jamea  M. 
Russell,  Sanford,  itatunders,  Sewell,  Bhepperd,  Shields,  Blade, 
Truman  dmiih,  t^nyder,  Bprigg,  Sieenrod,  Btokely,  Stratcon, 
John  T.  Btuart,  Summers,  Bweney,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trip* 
lett,  Trotti,  I'lumbuU,  Turney,  Underwood,  Van  Renaselaer, 
Wallace,  Warren,  Washington,  Waller,  Weatbrook,  Thomas 
W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joeeph  L.  Williama, 
Yorke,  and  Augustus  Young^l67. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  and  there  was  a 
second.  The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be 
put,  and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
amendment  of  Air.  Fillmorb,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
fallows: 

' 

YBAB^Meesn.  Arnold,  Ayf rigg.  Black.  Bowne,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  Brown,  Wm.  Butler,  William  O.  Butier,  Wil. 
liam  B.  Campbell,  Caruthers,  Casey,  Chapman,  Childs,  Col- 
quitt, Cravens,  Crawford.  Cross,  Gushing,  Garrett  Davla,  Doig, 
Everett,  Fillmore,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Houston,  Howard,  Cbarlea 
J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingeisoll,  Cave  Jolmson,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Lewis,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Samson  Mason, 
Maxwell,  Meriwether,  Moore,  Mcnrrow,  Owiley,  Payne,  Ran> 


dolph,  Rancher,  Reynolds,  RIdgwaT,  James  M.  Rusaell,  Sprieg, 
John  T.  Btuart,  Summers,  Tifiinghast,  Triptett,  Turnev,  Un- 
derwood, Wallace,  Warren,  Washington,  Watterson,  Christo- 
pher H.  Williams,  Augustus  Yovng,  and  John  Young— 69. 

NAYB— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  l^andaiT  W.  Andrews,  Sher* 
lock  J.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Atherton,  Babcock,  Baker,  Bar- 
ton, Beeson,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Botts,  Boyd, 
Briggs,  Brockwav,  Bronson,  C.  Brown,  J.  Brown,  Burke,  O.  W. 
Caldwell,  PatricK  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Camp> 
bell,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Clifford,  Clinton,  Coles,  James 
Cooper,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowcn,  Cranston,  Daniel,  Richard 
D.  Davia,  Dean,  Deberry,  Eastman,  Egtiert,  Ferris,  Feasen- 
ihen,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  A.  L  Foster, 
Oerrv,  Giddings,  Oilmer,  Ooggin,  P.  O.  Goode,  William  O. 
Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Graneer,  Green,  Hall,  Halsted,  Har- 
ris, Hastings,  Hays,  Henry,  Holmes,  Hopkins.  Houck,  Hubard» 
Hudson,  William  W.  Irwin,  Jack,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D. 
Jones,  Keim,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  Linn,  Little- 
field,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  HcKennan,  McKeon,  Matlory, 
Mairhand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Thomas  F.  Manhall,  John  Thom- 
son Mason,  Mathlot,  Matthews,  Mattocks,  Maynard,  MedlU, 
Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morris^  Newhard,  Oliver,  Osbom^  Par- 
menter.  Partridge,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alazandar  Raodalit   Baynei^ 
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Read,  Reding,  R«doiy,  Rogers,  Rooferelc,  William  Runell, 
Jamea  M.  Ruiatall,  Saltooacall,  t^unden,  Bewell,  Bliepperd, 
Bhielda,  Truman  SmlUi,  Wm.  flmuh,  Soyder,  Stanly,  Blaen* 
rod,  Suikeij.  SirattoQ,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Soroier,  Tal- 
larerns  Ri<ihard  W.  Thompeoo,  Toland.  Troiii,  Trumbull, 
Yao  Bur«n«  Vaa  Reoiielaer,  Ward,  WeUer,  Weatbrook,  Jo- 
seph L.  White,  Joaeph  L.  wUliamai  WInthrop,  Wise,  and 
Yorka-W6. 

60  the  House  refused  to  adopt  the  amend - 
ni^ot. 

The  amendmeDts  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  then  read  ihroo^h,  (being  the-wbole  bill.) 

Mr.  McKENNAN  suggested  a  retbal  amend- 
ment. He  moved  to  strike  out  the  surplus  words, 
**by  the  usuai  route,*'  in  the  clause  relating  to 
mileage;  since  that  clause  now  provided  that  the 
initeage  should  be  aompuied  according  to  the  post 
route*. 

Ob]>.ction  was  made,  and  the  motion  was  not  en- 
tertained. 

Mr.  TURNEY  inquired  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  rejecting  the  amendments  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  ibe  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  throw  the  Hou«e 
back  upon  the  original  bill  before  it  was  sent  to  ^ 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amend menta  were  then  concurred  in,  with- 
out a^division;  and  the  bill,  under  the  operation  of 
the  previous  question,  was  ordered  to  its  engross- 
ment. 

Ml.  BRIOG8  moved  a  reconsideration  of  ihe 
▼ete  ordering  the  bill  to  iis  engroeament.  This 
motion,  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, was  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER.    When  ^hall  the  bill  have  its 
third  reading? 
^   Many  members.    **Now." 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  objected  to  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  moved  that  it 
be  printed,  in  order  to  enable  members  to  see  what 
they  were  voting  on.       0 

Mr.  FILLMORE  eipre^aed  a  strong  desire  to 
bare  the  bill  now  disposed  of. 

Objection  being  still  made,  on  the  ground  that 
the  bill  was  not  actually  engreased— - 

Mr.  FILLMORE  sosgested  ihal  12  c^clcck  (0- 
morrow  be  appoiaicd  fur  iis  third  reading,  and  thai 
it  be  piintod  m  the  mean  lime. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  ruleii, 
in  order  to  hare  the  bill  put  on  its  ihird  reading  at 
this  lime. 

'  Mr.  STMITH  of  Virginia  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend;  but  the  House,  by 
a  vote  of  34  yeAs  to  133  nay?«  (not  one-fiflb,)  re- 
fused to  order  them. 

Tellers  were  appointed,  (Messrs.  Limn  and  W. 
'  W.  Irwin,)  who  reported  ayes  1S8,  noes  54. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended,  with  a  view  to  put 
the  bill  on  its  third  reading  at  this  time. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.  The  House  had  suspended  Ibe  rules  ao  as 
to  allow  the  question  to  (e  put,  whether  ihe  bill 
should  now  be  read  the  thiid  time;  but  did  not 
decide  that  the  bill  should  be  read  the  third  time. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  rule  was  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  readioi;  the  bill  the  third  time  this 
d^y;  that  rula  declaring  that  no  bill  shall  be  read 
the  third  time  on  the  same  day  that  its  engross- 
ment is  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time;  and,  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  was  passed-^ 
yeas  166,  nays  48,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaan.  Allen,  Sberlodc  J.  Aodrewa,  Amokl,  Ar- 
riogion,  AtbertoD,  Babceck,  Baker.  Beeaon,  Bidlaek,  Blair, 
Boardman.  Breweter,  Brigga.  Broekway,  Broneoo,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  MUiocBiown,  Cbarlea  Brown,  Jeremiah  &own,  Barke, 
William  O.  Bailer,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
well,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Campbell, 
Caruthera,  Cary,  Caaey,  Chapman,  Childi,  Chiitendeo,  John 
C.  Clark,  Clifford,  Colee,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Coweo,  Cnveoe, 
Crawford,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davia,  Richard  D.  Davia,  Daw- 
son, Deao,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eaatmaa,  John  C,>  Edwarde,  Eg- 
bert, Fillmore.  John  O.  Floyd,  Charlea  A.  Floyd,  Fcirnance, 
A.  Lawrence  Foater,  Gamble,  Gates.  Gentry,  Gerry,  OiddiogV) 
Gdmer,  Gocgtn,  P.  G.  Goode,  Wm.O.  Ooode,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Granger,  Green,  Gwin,  Hall,  Harria,  HaiUDgi,  Haye,  Henry, 
Hopkins,  Hoock,  Honeton,  Hubard.  Hudion,  Hunter,  Jaroea 
Irvin,  Jack,  Gave  Johnaon,  John  w.  Jonea,  Isaac  D.  Jonea, 
Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  King,  Lewie,  Linn,  Liitlcfield, 
Abraham  McClelian,  Robert  McCIellan,  McKay,  McKennan, 
McKeon,  Mallory,  Marehand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Bamson  Maron, 
John  Thomson  Mason.  Bf«thiot,llathewB,  Mattocks,  Maynard, 
MedilljBAeriwetber,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow, 
Mewhan),  Oliver,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Partridge, 
Payne,  Pendleton,  Ptumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin 
Randall,  Rayner,  Read,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Ridgway, 
Rodnsib  Rotexs,  Roosa▼el^  William  Riuiiftil  JaraM  M.  Rus. 


sell,  Sanford;  Saunders,  i^ewell,  Bhepperd,  Shields,  Blade, 
Snyder,  Spngg,  iStanly,  Steenrod,  Siokeiy.  Si  rait  n,  JohnT. 
Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter,  Bweney,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplett, 
TrotU,  Trumbull,  Tumcy,  Underwood,  Van  Biiren.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Wallace,  Warren,  Washington,  Waller,  Westbrook, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Willlama,  Toike,  and  An- 
gustua  Young— 166. 

NaYS— Messrs.  Adams,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Ayerlgir, 
Barnard,  Barton,  Birdseye,  Black,  Boits,  Bowne,  William 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Clinton,  Colquitt,  Craneton,  Cross, 
Everett,  Ferris,  Fessenden,  Haisted,  Howard,  Hunt,  Charles 
J.  Ini^erson,  Joseph  R.  InsersoU,  William  W.  Irwin,  John 
P.  Kennedy,  Lane,  Lowell,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Maxwell, 
Miller,  Fearce,  Pickens,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph, 
Saltonstall,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Tatiaferro,  Richard 
W.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Ward,  Watterson.  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  Joseph  L.  White,  WInthrop,  Wise,  Wood, 
and  Johh  Young— 48.  ^ 

Mr.  MOORE  mo?ed  the  recoasideraiion  of  the 
vote  JQst  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
moved  the  pie? ious  question  on  that  motion. 

The  previous  question  having  been  seconded  by 
the  House,  the  main  question  on  the  reconsideration 
was  pni,  and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  amend  the  title  of 
the  bill,  by  iosertiug  after  the  word  ^territories," 
the  words **aDd  other  officers,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  to  amend  the  title  as 
amended,  by  substituting  for  it  the  word«  "A  bill 
to  establish  a  uniform  rule  for  computing  the  mile- 
age and  per  diem  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress,  and  other  rfficers  of  the  Government:^' 
rejected  without  a  count.  The  title  as  amended 
was  then  agreed  m. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  moved  the  reconsider*- 
tion  of  the  vcle  adopting  ihe  title  of  the  bill;  and 
called  for  (he  previous  qoesiion,  which  was  second; 
ed;  and,  under  its  operation ,  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  House  thin  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thor&dat,  February  16j  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  jpt^  Im.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  one  from  the  Navy  Dfpartmen*,  show- 
ing the  number,  names,  and  compensation  of  the 
clerks  em(»loyed  in  thost(ieparfineni}»,  pnd  hur.aux 
connected  iheie'irith,  during  the  year  1842;  which 
were  ordered  to  He  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Al80,  a  communication  frnm  the  Trecsury  De- 
partment, iransmiuiDgadjiiionai  information,  under 
a  resolution  of  the  last  session,  in  connexion  with 
the  New  Yoik  eommifsion  for  the  investigation  of 
the  affaire  of  the  cnstom-house:  referred  10  the 
Ck)mmittee  on  Printing,  to  examine  into  the  neces- 
sity for  printing  it, 

Mr.  STURGEON  prwented  a  memorial  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  recom- 
mending an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  ma- 
rine hospital  at  or  near  that  city.  Mr.  S.  remarked 
that  ihe  session  was  so  far  gone,  that  he  pre&nmed,  if 
the  memorial  was  even  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee,  there  was  no  probability  that  they 
would  examine  into  the  subject  before  the  close  of 
the  session.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  (he- 
table:  agreedrto. 

Mr.  8.  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing held  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  mail  rente  from 
(he  town  of  Wsshington,  in  Pennsylvania,  to 
Steabenrille,  Ohio:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road^. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Mon- 
roe, Michigan,  in  favor  of  an  appr«>priation  for 
completing  the  work«  for  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  at  the  month  of  the  river  RaLsjn;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  the  preamble  and  joint  refoln- 
tions  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  recommend- 
ing appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  harbors, 
and  protection  cf  commerce  on  the  lakes:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ¥^OODBRIDGG,  ii  was 
ordered  (hat  the  preamble  and  reeoluiions  of  the 
Legislature  of  ludiana,  presented  at  the  last  Sfs- 
sion  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for 
the  completion  of  the  works  in  the  harbor  of  St. 
Joseph,  Michigan,  be  taken  from  the  files,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 


r(  ported  back,  with  an  amendmcht,ihe  bill  makirg 
appropriation  for  the  naval  ^ervice  for  the  ti^tf. 
calendar  year  beginning  on  the  1st  of  Januiry, 
1843,  and  ending  on  the  30ih  of  Jane,  l$43;  W 
for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  on  the  Ui  of  1% 
1843,  and  ending  on  the  30(h  of  June,  1844.        * 

Mr.  E.  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-mcrrow 
ask  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  the  coDsideraiion  of 
the  above  bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  had  been  referred  numerous  memprii^^ls 
and  resolutions  of  the  State  Legislatures  oq  the 
subject  of  Congress  pasting  a  law  to  restore  Mr. 
Kendall  to  his  personal  liberty,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  laws  relating  to  imprisonmenr  for  dtbt 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  lead,  aod 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WOOOBRIDOE,  from  the  Joint  Comminee 
on  the  Iiibrary,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  I^ 
ferred  by  resolution  of  the  Senate,  reported  a  biH 
to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  debates  aid 
proceedings  of  Congre^s,  in  connected  series,  aad 
to  authorize  one  or  more  xoniracs  for  the  par- 
pose;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  seccud 
reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  onRevoli. 
tionary  Claims,  reported  back,  wifhont  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass, 
the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  tba  beirs 
or  legal  representatives  of  Nathaniel  Pryor,  de- 
ceased. 

Also,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pettiioo  of 
the  heirs  ot  Joseph  King,  a  paymaster  in  ihercTc- 
lutionary  war,  praying  tor  the  aeiiiemeat  ot  bis  l^ 
counts  aod  an  allowance  of  bounty  laod;  wluek 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Cor.«mittee  on  PensioBi, 
reported  back,  without  amendmirni,  and  wiibt 
re^mmeadation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  fion  (be 
Hoose  entitled  '*An  act  to  allow  a  peosion  to 
Nancy  Williams,  widow  of  David  Willianu,  vbo 
was  one  of  the  captors  of  Maj^r  Andre." 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indians,  from  the  Comnittee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  bark,  with  ao  amrsd- 
ment,  ihc-^  joint  re-olouon  from  the  Hoose  leliii&g 
to  patents  lor  bounty  land. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  sanae  committee,  madcH 
adverse  report  (which  was  otdercd  to  be  printed) 
on  the  peti  ion  of  Lewis  Lamberi,  praying  alk)v. 
ance  of  intrrest  on  certain  moneys  paid  by  bim  for 
public  lands,  the  sales  of  which  were  cancelled, 
and  the  moneys  refunded. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  8-,  (he  Commidee  onPab* 
lie  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  foribercooad- 
eration  of  the  memorial  of  the  General  AsseoiUy 
of  Indiana,  prayipg  allowance  of  bonniy  laad  10 
the  rangers  and  militia  in  the  service  of  ibe  Uaiied 
-States  dnring  the  last  war;  and  it  was  referred  10 
the  Committee  on  Military  AlTairs. 

Mr.  8.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  with  an  amendment,  Elouse  bill  entitled  *^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Georga  Ma}  field,'*  approved 
July  27, 1842;  then, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S ,  the  above  bill  was  nkeo 
up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole  j  and  itsprorisioDs 
having  been  explained  by  him,  and  the  amendment 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senatr, 
read  the  third  time,  and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  aame  committee,  reported  a 
bill  explanatory  of  an  act  in  rel?tion  to  lands  sold 
in  the  Greensburg  (late  St.  H«  lena)  land  dtftiict, 
approved  August  29,  1849;  which  was  read,  »d 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CONRAD,  the  prefiov 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  ibe  above 
bill  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  tbe  wbolf; 
and,  there  being  no  amendment  offered,  it  wasie- 

?iorted  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrcsstd 
or  a  third  reading. 
.  Mr.  WILLIAMS  was  underMrod  to  inqoireof 
the  chairman  whether  the  object  of  the  bill  vaf  10 
take  back  the  lands,  and  to  give  the  pnrcba.«etsibeJ 
money;  if  so,  he  wanted  some  explanation  of  its 
provisions. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  the  bill  involved  ibe 
same  priociples  as  were  involved  in  (he  bill  fcnbe 
relief  of  Clark  Woodroof,  which  had  parsed.  Tbis 
bill  was  explanatory  of  the  act  of  last  sefHoa, 
which  anthoriatd  a  ret «ra  of  the  purchase  moaey; 
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and  was  rendered  neees^ary,  io  eonseqacnee  of  ibe 
eonstrnetion  of  the  department,  that  they  had  th3 
right  to  withhold  the  patents  for  land  pnrchased  in 
thie  dlatrict,  nntil  a  new  survey  of  the  conntry 
eooid  be  had.  < 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  Senator  frcm  Indiana 
that  any  disenssion  wss  now  ont  of  order,  as  the 
bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

fiftr.  McROBBRTS,  on  lea?e,  idtrodnced  a  bill 
estainishing  a  collection  district  at  Chicago,  Illi- 
BOis;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
reoomncndation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Captain  J.  Throckmorton. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the  Committee 
ou  Clahna  was  discharged  from  the  fnriker  con- 
f ideraiion  of  the  memorialof  Jnan  Ctuarre,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  property  destroyed  by  the 
Brfiisliin  1814,  »t  Cat  Island. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  presented  a  petition  from 
WttHam.K.  Weston,  praying  that  a  bond  depos- 
ited by  him  in  the  War  Department,  for  the  per- 
formance of  a  contract  with  that  department,  may 
be  returned;  which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Conrnfttee. 

Tne  resolution  of  Mr.  Linn,  filing  11  o'clock, 
••m;,  as  the  daily  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Senate,  from  and  after  Saturday  next,  was  uken 
ap  and  adopted. 

ASdUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

The  resolutions  .^aboriited  by  Mr.  Rites  yester- 
day Cttme  np  for  consideration. 

Mr.  RIVES  stated  the  circumstances  nnder 
whidi  these  resolutions  came  np  as  a  substantive 
proposition,  distinct  from  the  resolutions  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  and  the  additional  reao- 
luitons  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  to 
which  they  were  intended  to  be  offered  aj  an  amend- 
ment 80  soon  as  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  (hould  have  been  disposed  of  one 
way  or  other,  had  not  these  other  propositions 
been  kaid  on  the  table  by  th«  vote  given  yesterday. 
But  the  question  of  (he  debts  of  the  States,  and  the 
interference  of  the  General  Governmeoton  (hat 
subject,  having  bren  once  brought  before  the  Sen- 
ate by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  he  (Mr.  Ritbs) 
considered  it  bis  duty  to  present  these  refolujions  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  direct  and  unequivocal 
▼oCe  of  the  Senate.  It  was  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  stt  at  rest  the  idea  which  had  got  abroad, 
that  this  Qovernment  can  have  any  constitutional 
power  to  saddle  itself,  in  addition  to  its  own  debts, 
wiih  a  debt  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  in- 
curred by  a  portion  oi  the  States  of  the  Union  in 
their  individual  capacities,  and  for  their  own  local 
purposes,  end  in  (he  prosecution  of  their  own  local 
policy.  The  very  suggestion  of  such  an  idea  ap- 
peared to  him  so  monstrous,  and  tending  so  obvi- 
ously Io  a  conrte  of  policy  subversive  of  every 
principle  upon  which  this  Union  had  its  existence, 
that  he  considered  Congress  was  bound  in  duty  to 
itself,  and  to  the  conntry,  to  put  upon  it  promptly 
and  at  once  the  seal  of  its  condemnation. 

It  would  not  do  for  gentlemen  to  deny  that  any 
question  of  assuming  the  debts  of  the  States  had 
been  mooted  to  Congress.  If  it  was  not  done  di- 
recfly,  and  in  a  substantive  form,  the  way  was 
paved  for  the  proposition,  and  in  a  manner  so 
plain  and  obvious,  that  no  one  could  be  left  an  in- 
stant in  doubt  as  to  the  end  to  be  attained.  The 
proposition  was,  at  the  present  moment,  before  the 
other  braikch  of  Congre(5,  in  a  direct  form,  to  grant 
to  the  State  Governments  scrip,  based  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  relieving 
them  from  their  indebtedness.  The  Senator  from 
Maine,  in  his  resolutions  offered  as  amendatory  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
Da,  had  in  this  chamber,  but  a  day  or  two  »lnce, 
promulgated  the  doctrine  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
Congress,  by  every  constitutional  and  proper  means 
in  its  power,  by  the  adoption  of  measures  to  re- 
store and  preserve  a  currency  of  uniform  value 
throughout  the  United  Stages,  by  (he  collection  and 
disboriement  tff  the  public  revenue,  and  the  regu- 
lation of  the  administration  of  the  public  finances, 
mud  in  such  way  as  (hall  be '  least  burdensome  to 
the  people,  dkc ,  to  render  every  practicible  aid 


and  encoursgement  to  the  people  of  the  severfl 
States  in  their  efforts  to  meet  their  engagements, 
and  to  discharge  the  obligations  into  which  they 
have  entered.  What  did  all  this  mean,  if  it  did 
not  mean  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Qeneral  Gov- 
ernment to  assist  the  indebted  States,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts?  Mr.  R.  here  entered  at  lafge 
into  the  history  of  the  origin  of  this  suggestion,  and 
alluded  to  the  recent  action  of  the  Legislatures  of 
two  of  the  indebted  States  renouncing  this  idea. 
Ha  argued  that  now  was  the  time  to  extin- 
guish all  delusive  hopes  of  aid  from  the  General 
Government.  Let  Congress  convince  the  States, 
by  a  decisive  and  unanimous  vote,  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  will  be  entertained,  and  they  will  at  once 
apply  th«»m*elve8  to  their  own  resources  for  liquida- 
ting (heir  indebtedness  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  enter  at  Urge  into  a  discussion  of  the  rarious 
topics  bearing  upon  this  subject.  He  had  merely 
risen  to  explain  his  motives  in  offeriuj;  these  reso- 
lutions as  a  distinct  measure,  and  would  conclude 
by  recommending  that  the  vote  be  taken  on  them, 
and  such  amendments  as  might  be  offered,  with  a 
desire  to  ivoid  discussion  as  much  as  possible,  and 
to  express  the  sense  of  the  Senate  at  the  same 
time,  promptly  and  unequivocally,  without  further 
interruption  to  the  business  of  the  session. 

Mr.  ALLEN  begged  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
would  accept  an  amendment  which  he  would  send 
to  the  Chair,  to  come  in  after  the  word  "States**  in 
the  eighth  line  of  the  second  resolution. 

The  amendment  was  read. 

Mr.  MERRICK  did  not  see  why  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  after  having  stated  his  ricws, 
should  expect  other  gentlemen  would  refrain  from 
making  such  exp*anaiions  as  might  be  necessary 
in  relation  to  their  votes.  He  would  not  himself, 
for  one,  yield  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  be  cate- 
chised by  a  simple  yes  or  no  upon  each  of  the 
Senator*3  propositions.  All  knew  his  anxiety  to 
lay  aside  unprofitable  discussion  on  tnere  ab'» trac- 
tions leading  to  no  practical  result,  (hat  the  leai'i- 
mate  business  of  legislation  might  be  d  sposed  of 
within  the  few  diys  yet  remaining  of  the  se.'sion. 
But  if  (he  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  deter- 
mined to  introduce  and  re- introduce  their  abstrar- 
tions,  and  to  force  gentlemen,  wh>  preferred  going 
on  with  the  regular  business,  to  enter  into  discus- 
sion, (be  responsibility  must  rest  on  them — not  on 
him  (Mr.  M.)  and  his  friend?.  He  had  no  vole 
or  avowal  on  the  subject  now  brought  up  to  shrink 
from.  He  could  not  conceive  why  there  was  such 
an  overweening  anxiety  at  this  time  of  goneral 
embarrassment—- why  there  was  such  a  consent 
effort— sucti  rel^intless  zeal — on  the  part  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  jo'n  io  the  out-door  and  foreign 
denunciatiens  of  the  indebted  Sates;  States  which 
had  incurred  their  responsibilities  for  the  public 
good;  which  had  not  invoked  the  interference  of 
the  General  Government;  and  into  whose  domestic 
arrangen^ents  the  Gknersl  Government  had  had 
no  invlration  to  obtrude  itself.  Mr.  M.  proceeded 
at  conriderable  length,  and  with  much  excitement, 
to  deprecate  the  hue-and-cry  raised  sgainst  the  in- 
debted States.  While  he  disclaimed  and  denounced 
as  impolitic  and  unwise  the  assumption  of  the 
State  debts  by  the  Geneial  Government,  he  claimed 
for  his  own  State,  as  he  would  for  each  of  the 
Stales,  its  right  to  its  distributive  shaie  of  the  pub- 
lic domain,  which,  having  subserved  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  intrusted  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, he  contea»led  ?h.<uld  now  b-  restored  to  the 
Siatej;  that  they,  in  their  tern,  m=ghi  be  relieved 
from  their  embarrassments  when  (hey  most  needed 
them.  He  concluded  by  offering  an  amendment, 
to  come  in  its  proper  order,  after  the  pending  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  to  amend  should  be  disp'>Fed  of: 
(For  (his  amendment,  see  proceedings  of  Februa- 
ry 18] 

The  amendment  having  been  read  by  Mr.  Mbr- 
BiCK  himself,  was,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  CAL- 
HOUVr,  again  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  did  not  rise  to  de- 
bate these  resolutions,  but  to  expr««s  an  earnest 
wish  that  a  direct  vote  would  be  taken  by  (he  Sen- 
ate on  both  the  mtiterial  propositions.  An  evasion, 
or  go  by,  by  postponement,  or  .laying  them  on  the 
table,  was  derogatorv  to  the  deep  impcrtanoe  of 
the  questions  Involved.    Tbi5  eout^t  need  nat  lead 


to  any  protracted  discussion  or  delay  of  the  public 
bnsine.s.  The  first  question,  relating  to  the  as- 
anmption  of  Sute  debts,  had  been  fully  argued  in 
this  body  on  a  former  occasion.  His  mind  had 
been  long  made  np  upon  it.  The  State  he  palily 
represented  had  no  doubts  in  respect  to  it.  It  was 
his  belief  that  such  an  assumption  was  as  fatal  a 
measure  in  its  effects,  as  a  measure  formally  to 
dissolve  the  Union.  It  destroyed  all  the  limitations 
between  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  those  of  the  separate  States.  It  was 
consolidation,  and  of  the  rankest  and  worst  char-* 
acter,  because  It  was  indirect  and  insidious. 

But  he  would  not  now  be  tempted  into  the  argu- 
ment upon  (be  subject.  It  was  proper,  hoVever, 
to  repel  suggestions  which  had  recently  been  thrown 
before  the  public,  that  such  an  assumption  had  be- 
fore been  made  by  the  General  Government.  This 
was  a  wretched  mifsconoeption.  It  was  not  §u§k 
an  assumption  at  the  dme  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  or  since  the  hue  war,  of  debts  incurred  by 
the  States  in  the  prosecution  of  those  glorioue 
atroggles  which  achieved  and  maiauined  our  tn- 
dependeace.  By  that  aasmnptioa,  we  thon  paid 
only  our  owu  debts— -only  what  the  Stales  had  paid 
or  expended  for  us  in  the  prrsecution  of  those 
wars.  We  paid-— or  assumed,  if  you  please— only 
debts  incurred  in  psoeecutiog  the  wars  of  the  Con- 
federation and  Union,  in  objects  belonging  to  the 
central  and  General  Government.  Bat  all  these 
debts,  the  assumption  of  which  was  now  tlie  sub- 
ject of  dieeusston,  have  been  incurred  for  State  ot>- 
jeets;  for  local  purposes;  and  many  even  for  bank- 
ing and  other  purposes  most  injudicious  and  ruin- 
ous; and  none  of  them  either  by  the  request  of 
Coiigress,  or  under  its  legislation,  or  under  any 
responsibility  to  its  authority. 

The  other  question  was  connected  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  public  lands— either  directly,  or  by 
an  issue  of  stock  founded  on  them. 

The  objections  to  the  principles  involved  in  such 
1^ course— whether  in  reference  to  the  Constitution 
or  expediency — had  been  fully  discussed,  in  recent 
sessions,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  He  would 
not  go  into  any  of  them;  and  he  thought  the  Sen- 
ae  need  not  be  delayed  much,  if  any,  in  their  dis- 
cussion. 

But,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finances,  to 
ta^k  of  giving  away  two  or  three  millions,  which 
the  treasury  estimates  from  the  public  landf;  or  to 
taik  of  imposing  six  millions  more  on  the  treasury, 
for  three  per  cent,  interest  on  two  hundred  millions 
of  stock,  seemed  to  him  to  be  perfect  insani(y. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  both  think  that, 
with  all  the  receipts  from  the  lands,  and  the  use  of 
near  seven  millions  more  of  borrowed  money,  we 
may  be  barely  able  to-make  the  endi  of  this  calen- 
dar year  meet. 

Do  any  gentlemen,  nnder  these  circumstances, 
propose  (o  borrow  six  millions  more?— or  to  levy 
diredt  taxes  for  that  sum,  in  order  to  issue  this  fa- 
mous two  hundred  millions  of  stockl 

Talk  about  this  stock— for  what,  sir?  To  injure 
S:aie  credit,  and  not  strengthen  it.  This  talk  dis- 
credits the  char£cter  and  means  of  the  States, 
Which,  if  let  alpne,  are  perfectly  competent  in  time 
to  redeem  their  own  obligations.  We  thus  inti- 
mate (hat  (hey  are  unable;  while,  if  we  step  in,  we 
also  become  spendthrift,  bankrupt,  and  all  are 
discredited  together.  No,  sir.  Oar  conduct  is 
not,  as  the  Senator  supposes,  that  of  a  harsh  or 
hard-hearted  parent.  On  the  contrary,  the  States 
are  our  parents — we,  their  chifdren:  they  created 
us,  and  not  we  them;  and,  as  children,  we  should 
abidi  by  the  Constitution,  and  orders  and  powers 
they  have  prescribed  for  us. 

Let  us,  then,  speak  openly,  decidedly,  manfnlly, 
on  questions  so  momentous;  and  set  the  public 
miLd,  at  home  and  abroad,  at  rest  on  thisfubj'ct. 
It  i%  due  to  the  occasion,  and  to  (he  expectations 
of  the  world;  and  can  be  accomplished  with  little 
or  no  loss  of  time. 

Mr.  MILLER  submitted  tbe  following  amend- 
ment for  consideration,  that,  when  in  order,  it  might 
be  appended  to  the  resolutions: 

That,  while  we  disclaim  all-obligation  on  the  part  of  the 

!  General  GoTernroeni  to  atsume  the  debts  of  the  aeyeral  Suite«, 
tbejiMtlce,  wiedoni,aiid  poller  ^  making  dietributioa  of  r**« 
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iiroc^eda  of  Use  public  lands  amooff  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing I  •  ihe  federal  population,  la  heiebj  admiited  and  affirmed. 

Mr.  MERRICK  remarked  that  it  would  not  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  MILLER  merely  read  it  as  a  notification 
that  he  would  more  it  when  in  order,  as  an  amend- 
ment. 
'  Mr.  CONRAD  mored  a  postponement  of  the 
subject  to  Toesday  next. 

Mr.  WALKER^  on  this  motion,  moved  an 
amendment,  that  the  postponement  be  till  to-mor- 
row instead  of  Tuesday. 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  the  vote  would  first 
be  on  the  postponement  for  the  longer  lime. 

Mr.  WALKER  conceived  his  motion,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana would  ha?e  precedence. 

Tke  CHAIR  decided  not. 

Mr.  KINQ  said  the  Chair  was  right.  But  he 
would  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Senators, 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act 
was  a  question  to  be  discussed  on  Monday,  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  it  would  not  be  got  through 
in  one,  or,  indeed,  two  days,  whether  a  postpone- 
iLent  of  these  resolutions  to  Tuesday  would  not 
virtually  be  the  same  as  giving  the  question  the 
go*by,  the  same  as  if  laid  on  the  table.  The  sub- 
ject involved  questions  on  which  every  Senator 
hsd  made  up  his  mind;  for  he  could  safely  assert 
that  no  one  question  of  general  policy  had  ever 
received  a  more  thorough  discussion  than  that  of 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  States;  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  new 
idea  of  an  assumption  of  the  State  debts,  or  the 
power  of  Congress  jn  the  matter,  that  could  not  be 
fully  considered  in  one  nighf;  so  that  gentlemen 
could  come  tomorrow  as  well  prepared  to  vote,  as 
they  could  on  any  day  next  week.  If  put  over 
till  Tuesday,  either  the  resolutions  or  bill  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  bankrupt  act  will  have  to  be  laid  on  the 
table; 'whereas  both  subjects  may  be  disposed  ef 
by  proceeding  with  the  resolutions  to-morrow,  and 
voting  on  them  before  Monday,  leaving  that  day 
free  to  proceed  with  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  said  he  was  compelled  to  say  a 
word  in  consequence  of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Kino,]  touching  the  sugges- 
tions which  he  (Mr.  W.)  made  as  to  the  day  proper 
to  which  to  postpone  the  resolutions  under  discus- 
sion. When  Monday  was  moved  by  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Conrad,]  he  (Mr.  W.)  sHg- 
gested  that  Tuesday  would  be  a  better  day.  His 
strongest  objection  to  postponing  the  subject  till 
Monday,  was,  because  the  bankrupt  bill  had  been 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  for,  that  day; 
on  which  day  he  hoped  that  bill  would  be  taken 
up,  and  proceeded  in  till  final  action.  He  was  the 
more  willing  for  that  course,  because  the  resolu- 
tions now  before  the  Senate,  being  more  properly 
morning  business,  could  be  proceeded  in  duriog 
the  morning  hoar  of  each  day.  Monday  being  the 
day  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Looisiana  to 
which  to  postpone,  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  compelled  to 
reject  oae  or  the  other  of  the  subjecta  as  the  busi- 
ness for  that  day;  and  it  was  in  that  alternative  he 
2«oggest«d  to  the  Senator  from  Looisiana  Tuesday. 
Extremely  anxious  as  he  was  to  have  a  direct  vote 
and  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Senate  on  there 
resolutiony,  which  involved  so  many  serious  con- 
siderations, yet  he  believed  it  was  mere  important 
to  the  country  that  the  act  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law  should  be  passed,  than  to  have  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  these  resolutions.  It  was 
his  desire  that  both  questions  should  be  voted  upon 
and  disposed  of;  and,  with  that  view,  he  would  first 
vote  to  postpone  the  resolutions  till  to-morrow;  and, 
if  not  then,  to  the  next  day;  and,  if  the  matter  was 
to  be  postponed  till  the  next  week,  he  should  feel 
it  his  duty  to  vote  for  Tuesday  as  the  day  for  their 
final  disposition,  that  they  might  not  interfere  with 
Che  bankrupt  act.  If  they  were  postponed  till 
Tuesday,  Senators  would  come  there  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  they  were  to  be  finally  disposed  of 
on  that  day.  He  had  no  doubt  that  it  could  be  ac 
eomplisbed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  he  was  not 
among  those  who  believed  that  these  resolutions 
Ate  mere  abstractions.    He  held  them  in  A  vary 


diiferent  light.  The  subj  ci  involved  was  one  of 
the  greatest  magnitude  ever  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It 
was  fraught  with  consequences,  that  no  man  who 
anticipated  the  worst,  anticipated  half  as  bad  as  the 
reality  will  be.  As  the  question  was  presented, 
in  his  opinion  they  were  under  the  highest  obliga- 
tions to  themselves,  to  the  public  credit,  to  the 
States,  to  the  country,  and  to  the  world,  to  have  a 
free  and  direct  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions.  Con- 
sidering this,  as  he  did,  he  held  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law — as  obligatory  as  he  felt  that 
to  be  on  the  Senate,  both  on  account  of  its 
unconstitutionality  and  inexpediency — as  noth- 
ing compared  to  an  expression  of  an  opinion 
on  these  resolutions — ^absolutely  nothing.  If 
it  depended  upon  his  vote  to  decide  between 
the  two,  be  wo^ild  not  hesitate  the  hundjcedih 
part  of  a  moment.  He  would  consider  the  time 
well  consumed,  if  they  devoted  every  moment 
of  the  remaining  time  of  the  session  to  the  dis- 
cussing.of  that  subject,  except  what  was  nece5sary 
to  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  appro- 
priation bills;  and  even  these  should  not  stand  in 
its  way.  But  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  oc- 
cupy so  much  time  upon  it;  for  there  was  scarcely 
a  single  aspect  of  the  question  which  was  not 
folly  understood  by  the  country.  The  only  one 
which  had  not  been  fully  discussed,  and  public  at- 
tention strongly  called  to,  was  the  proposition  al- 
luded to  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  of  issuing 
1200,000,000  of  stoek,  founded  on  the  public  do- 
main, or  its  proceeds-  He  rejoiced  that  that  Sen- 
ator bad  not  expressed  himself  favorable  to  the 
scheme,  because  it  showed,  even  on  his  part,  a 
flinching. 

Mr.  MERRICK  interrupted,  and  said  he  flinched 
from  nothing  which  doty  required  of  him. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  caid  he  had  not  intended  to 
irritate  the  honorable  Senator  by  making  use 
of  the  word;  what  he  intended  was,  that  he  had 
shown  rather  a  hesitation  about  expressing  him- 
self in  favor  of  the  proposed  scheme.  He  was 
glad  that  the  honorable  Senator  had  done  so.  He 
supposed  he  countenanced  an  opinion  rather 
against  it 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  he  had  made  no  specific 
proposition.  What  he  said  was,  that  his  State 
claimed,  as  she  bad  always  claimed,  her  share  of 
the  public  lands;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  in 
what  mode  they  should  be  distributed,  but  to  leave 
it  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  determine. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  s^id  he  would  pass  that  by. 
That  was  the  only  aspect  in  which  the  question 
wax  not  thoroughly  discussed;  but  it  was  an  aspec 
which  required  full  and  ample  discussion—^uch  dis- 
cussion as,  from  the  nature  of  the  question,  it  ought 
to  receive.  That  was  the  only  practical  form  in 
which  it  could  be  presented  to  the  country;  and  if 
there  were  any  in  the  Senate  who  concurred  in 
that  proposition— which,  be  must  ray,  was  one  preg- 
nant  with  (he  greatest  disasters,  involving,  as  it  did, 
the  sovereignly  of  the  Staus,  the  purity  of 
the  Constitution,  the  pe; manency  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  the  happiness  ef  the  people, — he  must 
say  that,  if  there  was  any  Senator  in  favor  of  the 
scheme,  he  hoped  be  would  move  a  specific  proposi- 
tion; if  not,  that  some  one  would  presentit  in  a  nega- 
tive form,  that  a  direct  vote  might  be  taken  upon 
it.  The  two  parties  (those  in  favor  of  assumption, 
and  those  oppo:ed  to  it)  stood  in  very  different 
positions.  The  postponement  of  action  would  be 
on  the  fide  of  those  in  favor  ef  avsRmption; 
for  it  would  be  con'^idered  as  a  decision 
against  us.  He  claimed,  as  a  matter  of  fair- 
ness, (which,  he  was  sure,  gentlemen  would 
accord,)  to  give  those  who  were  opposed  to 
assumption  in  any  form  an  express  vote  upon 
ii,  that  the  country  might  truly  understand 
what  were  the  impressions  of  that  body  upon  a 
subject  full  of  such  momentous  consequenc<>s. 
They  were  now  standing  in  the  midst  of  extraordi- 
nary times;  the  consequences  of  which  would  run 
far  beyond  the  days  of  the  youngest  amongst  them. 
Decide  the  question  one  way  or  the  other.  All  (ha* 
he  wished  was,  that  an  early  day  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  taking  the  vote  upon  the  subject;  tor 
the  .longer  it  was  put  off,  the  more  improbable  it 


would  be  that  they  would  get  an  expressioii  of 
opinion.  And  as  the  subject  was  not  unfamiliar  to 
Senators,  he  hoped  they  would  go  on  with  it  to- 
morrow: that  would  afford  ample  time  to  investi* 
gate  and  mature  their  judgments.  With  this  viev 
he  concurred  that  the  Senator  from  Mi8si«ippj 
[Mr.  WiLKKu]  had  the  right  to  make  the  motioa 
that  it  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CONRAD  said  he  still  retained  his  original 
opinion,  that  the  subject  ought  to  be  postponed  to 
Tuesday.  The  experience  of  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  always,  in  bis  opinion,  was  entitled  to 
respect;  and  no  doubt  he  was  correct  in  stating  thtt 
questions  involved  in  these  resolutions  bad  been 
heretofore  fully  discussed,  and  gentlemen  hid 
made  up  their  minds  on  most  of  them.  But  It 
must  be  admitted,  that  the  power  and  poliqr  of 
assuming  the  debts  of  the  States  had  not— it 
least,  since  he  andiOthers  had  had  a  seat  in  thtt 
body— been  discussed.  And  it  was  not  proper  to  be 
called  upon  to  vote  on  such  questions,  without  time 
being  given  to  examine  into  the  subject,  andtoeome 
to  a  just  conclusion.  This  is  a  novel  question— one 
that  has  arisen  in  the  public  mind  within  the  list 
eighteen  months.  He  concurred  with  the  Sniatdr 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoum,]  in  viewing 
it  as  a  most  important  and  momentous  question;  and 
the  more  be  viewed  it  in  that  light,  the  mere  im* 
pressed  he  was  with  the  conviction  that  time  sbonld 
be  given  for  its  deliberate  consideration.  Mr.  C. 
proceeded  at  considerable  length  to  show  vbj  it 
was  necessary  to  make  the  postponement  till 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  called  to  the  attention  of  (be 
Senate  a  fact,  (which  it  seemed  to  him  had  been 
overlooked,)  that  the  first  time  the  question  of  the 
assumption  of  the  debts  of  the  States  was  pabiidy 
mooted,  was  in  the  Senate  in  the  session  of  18^ 
and  1840,  when  a  lengthy  and  elaborate  disenssioB 
arose  on  resolutions,  which  he  read  irom  the  joor* 
nal.  These  resolutions  he  considered  as  fnllud 
declaratory  on  the  part  of  Congress  as  any  tbtt 
could  be  now  adopted.  They  were  on  the  jonmtl, 
without  a  dissenting  vote  on  their  passage;  and, 
not  being  rescinded,  should  stand  as  the  opinion  of 
Congress  tiU  they  were.  Nothing  new  eonld  Iw 
effected  by  a  restoration  of  the  same  declaratioa. 
He  gave  a  sketch,  from  bis  recollection,  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  on  their  adoption.  Until  then,  the  idea 
of  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts  had  not  eren 
been  broached  in  the  newspapers.  But  they  bid 
not  the  effect  of  extinguishing  the  idea.  It  was  one 
which  had  since  spread  widely  through  the  conn* 
try.  If,  then,  the  declaration  of  Congress  failed  to 
have  the  effect  anticipated,  what  effect  could  be  ex* 
pected  from  its  restoration?  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  who  bad  stS' 
ted  his  experience,  that  mere  abstract  resolutions 
never  effect  anything.  Yet,  if  thefe  resoiotions, 
useless  as  they  would  be,  and  impeding  as  they 
did,  by  their  discussion,  the  business  of  the  session, 
were  pressed  to  a  vole,  he  should  vote  as  he  did 
on  the  ccca.sion  to  which  he  had  alluded;  for  bis 
opinions  had  undergone  no  change  as  to  the  vtnt 
of  power  in  this  Government  to  assume  tbedebis 
of  the  Slates. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  his  colleague  was  greatly 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  this  question  of  assamp- 
tion  originated  in  this  Senate,  or  in  this  ecnntry, 
No,  sir,  it  is  of  foreign  birth;  it  is  of  British  orifin. 
It  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1839,  in  the  form  of  u 
authentic  circular,  from  British  bankers,  ealliog 
for  that  "more  comprehensive  guaranty"  of  the  »■ 
sumption  of  the  debts  of  the  States  bythisOor* 
ernment.  The  afsomption  was  a  British,  and  not 
an  American  proposition;  and,  as  such, it  was  ea* 
countered  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  in  1839. 
Bat  this  British  proposition  is  now  re-ecboedon 
this  continent — it  has  been  solemnly  introduced  by 
a  disiinguished  member  of  the  other  Hon^eattkis 
session — it  appears,  in  part,  in  the  resolutions  nos 
before  us  of  the  Senator  from  Mainje,  [Mr.  Eriv^l 
and  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Msaaici] 
The  proposition  we  must  now  meet,  is  that  pro- 
posed in  the  other  House — to  distribute  two  hnit- 
dred  millions  of  a  stock  debt  of  ibis  Government 
among  the  States,  to  enable  them  to  pay  their 
debts.  This  stock  is  to  bear  an  annual  interest  of 
3  per  cent.,  and  professes  to  be  based,  in  whole  or 
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In  parly  apon  the  poblie  lands.    This  Qovernmeni 
is  now  ia  debt  twenljr-eig bt  mnUoii8;aDd  this  is  to 
add  two  handled  mfllioas  to  that  debt.     We  have 
now  a  national  debtaf  twenty-eight  miilioas;  we 
will  have  this  jear  a  farther  de  6cii  of  at  least 
six  millioBS,   oTea  indading   the  sales  of    the 
pabhe   lands;  and  now,  when  we  eannot  meet 
the  existing  debt  and  existing  expeaditares,  we  are 
asked  to  add  six  millions  per  annam  to  that  debt. 
How  is  this  to  be  paldl    The  pablie  lands  yield 
but  a  million  of  net  rerenae;  and  yet  we  are  asked 
to  deriTe  ftom  them  a  net  roTenne  of  six  millioDs  of 
dollars— ths  I  i8»  we  mast  iaerease  six-fold  the  reve- 
nne  to  b^  derired  from  ttie  public  lands.    Xhe 
lands  are  now  sold  at  #1  35  per  aerr ;  and  we  are 
BOW  aikedy  if  this  stock  is,  in  fact,  to  be  based  on 
the  pablie  lands,  to  increase  the  price  six-fold;  or, 
in  other  words,  to  sell  them  at  |7  50per  acre.    If, 
then,  the  basing  of  this  stock  upon  the  public  landi 
be  not  a  mere  delusion,  yon  must  raise  tbeir  price 
from  |1  35  to  |7  50  per  acre;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  old  States  are  to  pay  their  debts  by  increas- 
ing six-fold  the  burdens  of  thepeople of  the  West 
and  of  the  new  States.    The  West— 4he  oppreswd 
and  neglected  West— the  West,  where  scarcely  one 
dollar  of  the  public  moneys  is  expended — is  to 
be  burdened  with  the  payment  of  the  debtp  of  those 
States  which  monopolize  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  ex- 
penditures of  this  Gk)Ternment»  by  augmenting  six- 
fokl  the  price  of  the  public  lands.    This  is  the  re- 
snlr,  if  thi»  stock  is,  in  fact,  based  upon  the  public 
lands.    Bat  is  it  so  based?    If,  with  huDdr«ds  of 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  new  nifrjeei  to 
entry,  you  sell  but  eight  hiudred  thousand  acres 
per  annum,  at  |1  35  per  acre;  how    much  of 
these  same  lands  woald  yon  sell  at  |7  50  per 
acre?    Why,  not  enough^  to   pay   the  expenses 
of  the  land  system;  and,  in  place  of  deriving  six 
millions  per  annum,  you  would  not  receive  one  dol- 
lar of  net  reve&u*.    How,  then,  wiih(  at  looking  at 
the  great  question  of  the  payment  of  the  priadpol, 
are  you  to  pay  the  six  millions  of  annaal  initresit 
Is  it  by  direct  taxation  by  this  Gtovemmentl    How 
would  this  alleviate  ibe  burden,  unless  yon  made 
the  tax  unequal  and  unjust,  by  taxing  all  the  States 
to  pay  the  debts  of  but  a  part  of  the  Slates?    And 
if  not  derived  from  the  public  lands,  or  direct  taxa- 
tion, what  is  the  only  remaining  resource?    Why, 
to  derive  an  additional  revenue  of  six  millions  per 
annum,  to  meet  tbe  interest  alone, by  increasing  the 
tariff;  and,  oUimateiy,  many  millions  more  to  dis- 
charge the  principal.    Can  you  do  it  when  you 
have  an  existing  debt  of  twenty-eight  millions,  and 
eannot  pay  the  interest  of  that  debt,  much  less  tbe 
principal,  and  your  annaal  expendiiares  from  the 
lands  and  tariff  combined?    This,  tben,  is  a  propo- 
sition to  bankrupt  this  Government.    Bat,  if  you 
csould  grind  out  of  the  people  an  additional  revenue 
of  six  millions  per  annam,  by  increasing  tbe  tariff, 
-would  it  be  constitutional,  just,  or  proper?    What! 
tax  the  people  of  all  the  States,  and  tbe  commerce 
amd  exports  of  all,  to  pay  the  debts  of  some  of  tbe 
States !  The  proposition  is  one  ofspoliatlon  and  plun- 
der. Bat  this  proposition  of  assumption  professes  to 
l>e  based  on  a  horror  of  repodiation  by  the  States. 
And  is  not  this  proposition  an  open  and  wholesale 
Tepndiation  of  all  their  debts  by  the  States  that  are 
indebted?     If  tbe  indebted  States,  refasiog  to  pay 
their  own  debts,  force  other  States,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  this  Qovernment,  to  pay  those 
debts  for  ihem,  it  is  repudiation;  it  is  neglecting  to 
pay  themselves,   and  forcing  others  to  pay  for 
ibem;  it  is  repudiation  combined  with  spoliation 
and  plunder,  by  a  forcible  seixure  of  the  property 
of  others,  to  discharge  obligations  tbey  never  con- 
tracted, and  for  which  they  are  not  liable.    But, 
independent  of  this,  the  proposed  assumption  com- 
mences by  repndiatmg  one-half  the  debt.    Tbe 
debts  of  the  States  bear  an   interest  of  five,  six, 
and  seven  per  cenu  per  annum;  and  for  this  it  is 
proposed  to  substitute  an  interest  of  three  per  cent, 
per  annum.     What  is  this  but  repudiating  at  once 
€mekM{fihe  debt?  And  yet  this  double  repadiation, 
by  forcing  some  States  »to  pay  the  debts  of  others, 
and  expunging  at  once  one-half  the  interest,  is  ad- 
▼ocated  by  those  who  profess  to  base  their  action 
upon  a  horror  of  repudiation.     But  let  me  assure 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  that  his  object  can 
never  be^accomplished}  and  it  is  an  igmtfutmn  and  I 


a  delusion — a  dream  that  can  never  be  real- 
ised. Will  the  new  States  ever  consent  that  the 
domain  within  their  limits  shall  be  mortgaged  to 
Briiish  banker?,  to  pay  the  debts  of  other  Sutes? 
Sir,  if  this  is  done,  what  will  be  the  rights  of  tbe 
new  Stales,  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  within 
their  limilsl}  It  is  an  incident  of  sovereignty  ap- 
pertaining to  every  sovereign  State,  to  tax  all 
property,  and  especially  all  real  estate,  within 
Its  limits.  It  matters  not  who  may  be  tbe  owner — 
whciher  this  Government  or  an  individual.  Thus 
it  is  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  instance, 
taxes  the  very  lands  held  for  public  purposes,  and 
owned  by  theOeneral  Government,  within  the  lim- 
its of  that  Suie;  and  the  tax  is  collected  and  paid. 
What,  then,  on  the  same  principle,  prevents  the 
new  States  from  taxing  the  public  lands  wiihin 
their  Umits?  Nothing  but  their  compact,  on  tbeir 
admiesion  into  the  Union,  not  to  tax  these  lands— 
a  compact  which  admits  the  right  of  taxation,  and 
obtains  its  relinquishment  on  certain  conditions. 
What  are  those  conditicnb?  Clearly  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  these  lands  shall  con 
tinue  to  be  applied — as  they  always  had  been — 
to  carry  on  the  operations  of  this  Govern- 
ment. This,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  is  tbe 
fundamental  condition  precedent  on  the  part  of 
this  Govemment^-4he  very  consideration  of  the 
compact  not  to  lax  these  land^  and  it  is  a  settled 
principle  of  all  law,  applying  to  all  compacts,  of 
individuals  or  sovereignties,  that  when  one  party 
violates  such  a  condition  of  the  compact  on  his 
part,  the  other  party  is  absolved,  and  the  compact 
aanulled.  If,  then,  you  proceed  with  this  assump- 
tion based  upoa  the  sales  of  these  lands,  the  new 
States  will  have  a  perfect  right,  in  law  and  morals, 
to  tax  all  tbe  public  lands  within  their  limits — and 
they  will  do  it*  Besides,  the  assumption,  in  the 
form  proposed,  is,  in  fact,  a  transfer  of  these  lands 
to  these  British  bsnkers;  tbey  would  be  the  real 
owners,  and  we  but  tbe  trustees;  and  to  tax  these 
lands,  would  he  to  tax  their  lands,  and  not  yours. 
If,  then,  you  will  persist  la  this  scheme,  so  unequal 
and  unjust,  and  so  clearly  unconstitalional,  and 
can,  with  British  aid,  pass  such  a  law,  Mr.  Walk- 
xa  said  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  declare,  in  ad- 
vance, his  determination  never  to  relax  bis  exertions 
until  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  should  be 
restored,  by  the  total  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
statute. 

Mr.  BAGBY  addressed  the  Senate  for  some 
time,  but  was  not  distinctly  beard  in  the  gallery. 
He  was  understood  as  having  complimented  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Hxhdbbson]  for 
his  vote  among  the  twenty-nine  who  passed  the 
resolutions,  which  he  had  read  from  the  journal, 
in  1839-40-  He  did  not,  however,  consider  that 
a  onanimoas  vote  of  the  Senate;  for,  although  there 
was  only  a  record  of  the  affirmative  vote,  it  was 
very  well  known  that  many  of  the  gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side  then,  as  now,  shrunk  from  com- 
mitting themselves  at  all;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  some  two  or  three  of  their  party  (who,  like  the 
Senator  from  Missiwippi,  had  the  hardihood  to 
record  tbeir  names  with  the  twenty-nine,)  it  was 
left  to  the  Democracy  to  enter  their  protest,  in  tbe 
face  of  the  world,  against  the  monstrous  supposi- 
tion that  the  question  even  could  be  entertained, 
without  layiaa  the  foundation  for  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  He  combated  as  unfounded  tbe  asser- 
tion that  this  was  a  question  not  entertained  by 
the  opposite  party  until  lately;  and  referred  to  his 
own  inaugural  message,  as  Governor  of  Alabama  in 
1837,  in  which  he  denounced  the  incipient  proposi- 
tion in  such,  terms  as  had  attracted  the  notice  of  a 
distinguished  editor,  who,  in  commenting  on  It, 
contrasted  that  message  with  the  messsges  de- 
livered to  the  Legislatures  of  thirteen  other  States, 
every  one  of  which  had  pasted  over  the  subjecu 

He  referred  to  the  letter  of  a  celebrated  British 
banker  to  General  Harrison,  when  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  asked, — ^would  any  British 
banker  have  dared  to  make  such  a  proposition  to 
General  Jaelmon  or  Mr.  Van  Bnren?  Bat  that 
letter  was  addressed  to  a  party  in  power,  which  the 
writer  considered  pledged  to  the  views  he  urged; 
and  it  was  followed  up  by  more  definite  proposi- 
tions to  the  new  Secretary  of  State.  Briti^  stock- 
jobbers gnd  aoney-ehangers  then  undertook  to 
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teach  the  Government  of  the  United  States  tbe  line 
of  political  and  national  morality.  Ye* ,  instead  of 
the  rebuke  and  repulse  their  temerity  deserved, 
their  letters  were  kindly  received,  and  they  were 
courteously  answered  that  they  needed  no  reply. 
Could  not  the  very  same  pob'cy  which  then  perva- 
ded the  Cabinet,  be  detected  as  now  prevailing 
hers  in  relation  to  these  resolutions?  It  is  the  veiy 
same  policy:  to  keep  this  question  in  suspension — 
as  near  the  surface  as  possible — till  it  takes  hold  of 
the  public  mind.  If  no  doubt  exists  as  to  tbe  power 
of  Qovernment  in  this  matter,  why  not  come  oat 
at  once  and  avt>w  it?  Why  conceal  any  opinion 
entertained  on  the  sobject?  Those  who  denied  the 
power,  said  so  fearlesvly;  and  not  only  denounced 
the  proposition  onconstitational  grounds,  but  as,  in 
its  policy,  utterly  subversive  of  the  principles  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  B.  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  tendency 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  toueh- 
inf  the  indebtedness  of  the  States,  and  the  language 
in  which  that  Senator  had  expressed  himself,  that 
no  proposition  in  relation  to  their  condition  was  to 
be  brought  Xbrward  in  thu  Congress.  He  com- 
mented, at  considerable  length,  on  tbe  ultimate 
issue  of  the  coarse  pursued  on  tbe  other  side,  and 
contended  that  any  evasion  of  the  direct  vote  now 
demanded  would  be  appreciated  as  it  deserved  by 
the  world. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  had  moved  this  amendment 
because  be  believed  that  the  resolutions  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  having  reference  to 
the  policy  of  the  assumption  of  State  debts  by  tbe 
G^cneral  Government,  by  means  of  the  issue  of 
Government  stock  predicated  upon  the  public 
lands,  were  not  sufficiently  specific;  because  they 
did  not  contain  a  sufficiently  explicit  negative  to 
the  proposed  scheme.  And  he  would  here  take  oc- 
casion to  say,  that  he  regarded  theqoestion  involved 
in  these  resolations  as  something  more  than  a  mere 
abstract  question,  the  decision  of  which  would  be 
of  no  import — as  something  more  than  the  vague 
abstractions  of  human  reasoning,  ^bich  could  pro- 
duce no  effect  upon  human  affairs. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  these  resolutions,  if  voted  on, 
will  test  the  opinion  of  Senators,  acting  under  the 
highest  homsn  responsibility,  upon  a  question  of 
tbe  deepest  moment  to  the  whole  United  States; 
and  by  that  expression  of  opinion  tbey  will  be 
bo  and  in  fuiare,  or  else  tbey  will  subject  them- 
selves to  censure  by  departing  from  it  in  tbeir  fu- 
ture action  regarding  this  project  of  isstiing  two 
hundred  millions  of  Government  slock.  If  it  were 
merely  a  question  as  to  wasting  Mhzi  much  of  the 
public  money,  it  would  be  one  of  less  importance 
than  it  now  is.  But  it  is  a  qaection  involving  tbe 
power  of  taxation — that  power  which  is  considered 
tbe  supreme  power  under  every  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  upon  which  all  other  powers  are  predi- 
cated. The  question  hers  involved  is,  whetfier  ;ou 
will  stretch  the  powerful  arm  of  this  Government 
over  the  several  States,  and  permit  it  to  engulf  in 
its  voracious  maw  all  tbe  taxing  power,  both  na- 
tional and  Stale;  in  other  words,  it  is  a  qaesfion  of  ex- 
punging tbe  State  constitutions  aod  Governments 
through  the  agency  of  taxation.  It  is  the  assump- 
tion of  a  power  on  the  part  of  this  Government  which 
was  never  contemplated  by  those  who  participated 
in  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  An 
abstraction,  indeed  I  Why,  you  might  say,  with 
equal  propriety,  that  tbe  declaration  of  Amer- 
ican independence  was  a  mere  abstraction;  inas- 
much as  that  declaration  did  not  accomplish  the 
result  which  it  contemplated,  but  imposed  the  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  arms  in  order  to  accomplish 
it.  Was  that  a  mere  abstraction?  No,  sir,  it  was 
ranked  with  the  highest  of  political  acts;  yet  it  was 
as  much  an  abstraction  as  the  resolutions  before 
you.  It  was  the  Senator  from  Maine  who  intro- 
duced this  all-exciting  tipic  and  at  a  moment 
when  Congress  is  almost  at  its  last  gasp^when  it 
is  just  about  to  expire.  It  was  that  gentleman  who 
has  thrown  this  firebrand  amongst  us — for  a  fire- 
brand, I  fear,  it  will  be  to  the  whole  country.  He 
spoke  with  some  degree  of  censure  of  tbe  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentleman  flrom  Missouri.  Why,  no- 
body dreamed  two  years  ago  of  the  assumption 
of  State  debts  by  the  General  Government;  but  now 
we  find  it  is  openly  proclaimed  in  one  branch  o( 
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tbe  Goveromeni,  and  advoAted  in  the  Lfgislaiures 
of  several  of  the  States.  It  was  intimated  upon  this 
floor,  in  iht  disenssion  this  morning,  as  beiDg  a 
qaesiion  on  which  the  Senate  would  soon  hav«  to 
act  effieienily  and  affirmatively.  The  idea  seems 
to  have  travelled  with  locomoiive  rapidity.  As  to 
ih^  origin  of  the  idea,  no  Senator  has  declared 
that  it  is  entirely  of  Briti>h  origin.  Perhaps  it 
may  not  be  altogether  of  British  origin;  perhaps 
it  may  have  originated  by  tbe  ronjonction  of  the 
schemes  of  men  of  both  nations.  The  idea  of  the 
insecurity  of  American  stocks  was  first  started  by 
British  capitalists.  And  an  American  citizen,  rcbed 
with  senatorial  pnrple,  was  consulted  by  them  as 
«n  attorney,  to  solve  the  question.  They  net  only 
«nteit4ined  f)cmt  doubts  as  to  the  security  of  those 
stocks,  but  they  were  looking  out  eappst  y  for 
other  security,  in  order  to  render  it  5af3  in  fhe 
bands  of  the  holders.  Ttiis  was  anterior  to  tbe 
last  presidential  election.  And  when  tbe  idea  was 
thrown  out,  it  was  met  by  the  Democratic  paiiy 
in  the  Senate  by  a  negative  vote  upon  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  denying  the 
doctriHe  of  avfiump'ion.  Pre  m  that  time,  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  stood  committed  against  assumption, 
and  against  British  influence  in  favor  of  af^sump- 
tion.  And  from  that  moment  we  witnessed  the 
most  diabolical  attempts  to  overthrow  the  Demo- 
eratic  power  in  this  country.  We  found  the 
country  thenceforward  agitated  by  an  unseen, 
a  subterranean  element,  for  which  no  one  could 
account.  As  soon  as  the  die  was  cast,  and 
that  party  was  rendered  for  the  ensuing  four 
years  powerleti  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  Qov- 
erament,  it  was  then  that  the  assumption  of  State 
dvbts  began  to  be  openly  proposed  by  those 
through  whose  agency  the  English  bankers  and 
capitalists  hoped  to  obtain  tbe  accomplishment  of 
that  object,  to  them  so  desirable.  Then  it  was  that 
the  couns«]'or  of  those  bankerf,  clothed  in  the 
eimineof  a  Senator,  first  brought  forward  the  prop- 
osition of  assumption.  And  let  me  tell  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side,  that  I,  for  one,  fully  expect 
to  find  the  same  hidden  elements,  the  same  secret 
agency,  entering  into  the  approaching  contest  for 
the  government  of  this  country.  I  folly  believe 
that  English  capitalists,  who  have  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  property  depending,  as  they 
suppose,  upon  the  ascendency  of  one  of  the  political 
parties  in  this  country  over  the  other;  that  they, 
merchants  at  they  are,  and  therefore  vigilant 
when  money  is  at  stake,  will  not  permit  the  same 
Democratic  party,  with  the  resolutions  which  they 
p«s8f  d  two  years  ago  still  stabding  upon  the  record, 
to  come  into  power,  for,  in  such  a  case,  the  as- 
sumption of  State  debts  would  be  rendered  entirely 
hopeless.  And  I  now  predict,  contrary  to  the 
general  opinion  which  prevails  upon  this  subject, 
that  the  influence  which  is  to  be  rewarded  by  the 
assumption  of  State  debts  wilt  be  at  work  upon 
the  public  mind,  and  that  it  will  create  the  most 
severe  and  terrible  struggle  at  tbe  next  presiden- 
tial election,  that  ever  endangered  the  harmony  of 
tha  people  of  this  country.  The  election  will  not 
pass  off  as  d'd  the  last.  And  though  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  do  not,  I  am  sure,  desire  tuch  a 
state  of  things,  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  all 
the  politicians  of  the  whole  country  to  lavoid  or 
resist  thi^  secret,  alt- pervading  inflaencf,  which 
two  hundred  millions  of  perilled  capital  can  exer- 
cise in  a  country  snch  as  oury. 

Sir,  I  hAve  expressed  my  opinions  two  or  three 
times  already  upon  this  question  of  the  assumption 
of  State  debts.  I  have  spoken  as  one  of  the  rppre- 
scniatives  of  a  Slate  in  debt;  and  I  have  not  spoken 
in  a  whisper,  nor  have  I  spoken  in  jest.  I  have 
spoken  farncsily  and  openly,  both  here  and  upon 
ihe  rostrum,  amid  the  assemblages  of  the  sovereign 
people.  My  sentiments  are  known.  They  are  not 
new;  nor  have  I  been  disposed  to  save  myself,  by 
shrinking  from  responsibility,  as  I  had  every  in- 
ducement to  do,  did  I  entertain  a  fear  of  being 
rebuked  by  tbe  voice  of  the  people  of  an  indebted 
State.  No,  sif.  I  have  fearlessly  expressed  my 
views;  and  if  I  have  expressed  them  strongly,  it  is 
because  my  convictions  are  strong.  And  I,  am 
one,  at  leaf^t,  who  utters  nothing  bat  what  he  be- 
ILeves  to  be  true;  and  who  utters  what  he  so  be- 
lieves, regardle&s  of  all  consequences  that  may 
result  to  himself,  individually. 


Yes,  these  resolutions  will  do  much — they  will 
show  (o  the  country  what  are  the  sentiments  of 
her.  public  men.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
with  his  standing  in  this  body  and  before  the  coun- 
try, as  one  of  the  leadins;  Hahts  of  the  Whig  party, 
would  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  the  Govern- 
ment possesses  no  pjwer  to  pay  (be  debts  of  the 
States;  and  that,  if  we  did  possess  xtte  power,  il 
would  be  highly  impolitic  to  do  so;— if  he  would  tho» 
cut  off  tht  hnpes  of  the  British  enpitaltsts,  he  Voufd 
accomp'ish  two  important  objects.  Should  bis 
extmple  be  followed  by  tbe  able  men  of  his  party, 
he  will  have  accomplished  the  great  object  of 
turning  the  attention  of  the  States  to  the  means  of 
their  own  relief;  z.nd  he  will  have  accomplished' 
another  important  object,  namely:  warnine  the 
country  against  tha  eiereise  of  British  influence 
upon  American  politics  in  the  strugfie  of  1844. 
Without  this,  that  influence  is  a^  natural  and 
certain  as  the  succession  of  on<*  day  to  ano  her. 

And  I  desire  to  proclaim  it  now,  that,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment do  not  tabe  a  decided  and  unequivocal 
stand  upon  this  question,  and  say  to  th^j^e  scrip 
holc'ers.  You  have  nothing  to  hope  for  from  cither 
party,  be  the  result  of  the  election  what  ii  maj; — if, 
instead  of  saying  thi«,  you  continue  to  stand  in  an 
ambiguous  position,  this  moneyed  influence  will 
be  brought  to  bear — will  unquestionably  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  this  country,  and  to  contaminate  the 
freedom  of  our  elections.  Does  any  man  believe 
that  the  Democracy  of  this  country — the  pulsations 
of  whose  patriotic  hearts  are  felt  to  the  extremities 
of  the  Union — does  any  one  suppose  they  will  al- 
low such  a  law  to  remain  unrepealed?  No,  sir; 
we  give  you  warning  in  advance.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
do  an  act  which  will  tend  more  to  establish  the 
honor  and  credit  of  this  country,  and  to  ward  off 
the  insidious  influences  of  foreign  capitalists,  than 
by  the  passage  of  these  resolutions.  Believing  this, 
I  shall  continue  to  press  upon  tbe  Senate  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  a  specific  vote. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  Mr.  Conrid's 
motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  WALKER  renewed  his  call  for  the  yeas 
atid  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  vote  was  (hen  taken  by  yeas  and  nayv,  and 
resulted  in  the  negative— yeas  19,  nays  22,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Mmbti.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Ctieate,  Conrad,  Crafia,  Crittenden,  Evans,  Graham,  Hunting* 
ton,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morebead,  ^rnith  of  Indiana, 
Spragua,  and  Tailmadg«~i9. 

NAYS— Messra.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Call. oun, 
Fulton, Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McDuffie,  McRoberU,  Phelps, 
Rives,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wil* 
cox,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 22. 

The  question  next  came  up  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  till  to-morrow;  which  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  without  a  count. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, rf  porting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  14  h  ins^,  a  statement  showing 
that  the  receipts  from  customs  for  the  monih  of 
January  was  (^13,700:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
fr;  m  Ihe  Treasury  Department,  iranj«miitinij  a  re- 
port from  Ihe  Commi'sionrr  of  ihe  General  Land 
O.Iicp,  en  Ihe  subject  of  the  snrve}  s,  &c.  of  ihe  pub- 
lic lands  in  Louisiana;  which,  on  nioiion  by  Mr. 
EVANS,  was  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  biil  explanatory  of  ihe  act  in  relaiioti  lo  thf! 
land^  sold  in  the  Qreensburaj  (late  St.  Helena) 
land  district,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Several  bills  from  the  Hou>e  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  appropriaie  committees;  among  them 
Eloase  bill  548,  for  ihe  reduction  of  fhp  pay  to 
members  of  Congress,  aad  civil,  military,  and  na- 
val tfficers.  On  tbe  question  of  reference  of  ihe 
ri  tienching  bill,  some  doubt  seeming  lo  arise  98  to 
t-'.e  appropriate  committee, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  sup:gesied  that  the  Committee 
on  Retrenchment  woald  be  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  an  amendment,  to  re* 
fcr  it  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 


The  question  was  first  taken  on  Mr.  BiaaowH 
motion;  and  there  appeared  to  be  for  it  19-  aftaiJi 
it,  19.  But  a  fresh  cduirt  b«ifcg<leiaan<Jed,\i!rit« 
Uon  was  negatived — ay*y17,  noes  18. 

So  the  bill  was  refer led  to  tbe  Cominitite  oa  Rg. 
trenehment— ayes  34,  noee  net  coanied. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  Bia|.  Gen.  Aodrev  Jtik- 
soa  for  damages  auMained  f n  tbe  disehaige  of  Mk 
olBcialdnty,  ea«e«p4n  or4er  as  fa  eomaiitife  (f 
(he  whole,  on  the  amendment  of  the  CoMaiiteeoa 
Che  Judiciary. 

Ti»e  bril  for  tbe  relief  of  thehtttaof  Madaa  Dt 
Lnsser  wa«  read  a  tlifrd  tim*  mi4  passed. 

Mr.  LIUNoalled^orthe  yeaa  and  nays  oadw 
amaodmeaf;  wh«ieh  were  ovdere  J. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  rtmarked  that  it  was  too  late  aa 
hour  to  comnyedee  the  ecn»dera(lon  of  tbe  bill. 
The  Senate  was  thin,  and  he  auggeate d  the  propti«i 
ty  of  its  postpr^iement  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LiNN  was  desirons  to  press  action  on  the 
bii^  at  once.  It  bad  been  the  unfinished  bnsiacM 
from  day  u>  day  i^r  some  time,  and  he  cookl  m 
oon&ent  to  give  it  the  ^<by  any  longer,  or  ^h 
other  business  ihe  pi«cf  denee  over  it.  He  thoDght 
he  could  oooopy  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  pm 
many  reasons  why  ibe  euhttttnte  for  the  bill,  re* 
ported  by  tbe  Committee  on  the  Jodieiary,  shnold 
not  be  adopted. 

Several  suggestions  were  made  aa  to  the  dispoa* 
tion  of  Ihe  bill  for  this  day,  to  which  Mr.  L.  T^ 
fused  to  yield;  bat  at  last  he  yielded  tbe  floor  to 
Mr.  MOREHBAD,  on  whose  motion* 

Tbe  Senate  aHjonrned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tbdrsdat,  February  16, 1843. 

The  journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  READ  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  bis 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  tarilT,  wbicb  m 
copied  in  one  part  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday; 
but,  on  taking  the  question,  th3  motion  was  te* 
jecled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOS.  R.  INGERSOLL,  a  ver- 
bal amendment  was  made  to  the  journal. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Solli- 
van  Green  and  80 oher shipmasttrrsand mercfaaats 
of  Deer  Lie,  Maine,  praying  Congress  for  ao  ip* 
propriation  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Deer  hie 
thoroughfare;  which  wss  referred  to  the  Commii- 
tee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HENRY  DODGE  presented  a  petition, 
signed  by  110  persons  in  tbe  town  cf  Racine,  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress  to  pass  a  lav 
granting  to  the  schcol  commissioners  of  ibe  lovn 
of  Racine  the  power  of  giving  durable  leatesoa 
the  lahds  of  the  school  section  belonging  to  said 
town. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  to  tbe  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  J.  P.  Kennsdt]  ibathis  biil 
on  the  subject  ot  reoiprocity  treaties  was  the  rtgn- 
iar  order  of  business,  and  would  be  called  up  vhea, 
unless  he  consented  to  waive  it  for  an  hour,  to  per- 
mit the  reception  of  reports  of  committees. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  assenting,  and  by  general  cob- 
sent,  the  standing  committees  were  called  on  for 
reports;  and  the  following  were  made: 

LETTERS  TO  TEXAS. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post 
Offire  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  toaotborizt 
the  Postmaster  General  to  require  tbe  postage  oo 
letters  directed  to  Texas  to  be  paid  in  advaace. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  said  that  ibts  bill  was  reported ia 
consequence  of  a  propositicn  from  IbeGowrn- 
ment  of  Texa<  for  an  arrangement  on  tbefub- 
jec». 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  second  readicgoi 
the  bill;  and  tbe  question  on  printing  was  put,  aad 
carried. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  fr:m  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed, with  amendments,  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate  to 
prevent  the  employment  of  private  expresses  upon 
the  mail  routes,  and  for  the  prevention  of  fraads 
upon  the  revenues  of  the  Po?t  Office  Department. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  L.  WILLIAMS,  from  tbe  Con- 
mittee  on  the  Pest  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Jenkins. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  meai- 
bers  of  the  ba?  of  Baal  Teanewee,  praying  Cor 
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^ress  la  chaitf  e  ihe  lime  of  bf^IdiDf^  ihe  Uoiied 
tiitLtfi  court  at  Knoxvilie  from   ibe  first  Mondays 
in  May  and  November  to  ibe  third  Mondays  of 
April  aod  Ootober^  which  wai  referred  to  ihe  Com 
miitee  on  the  Jadic'ary. 

Mr.  ANDRJ&W  KENNEDY,  from  the  Com- 
miitee  on  ibe  Posi  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  reli-f  of  Saltmar^fi"  aad  Overton; 
wbicb  was  twice  read,  and  leferred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  ibe  state  of  the  Union. 

MILITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Commiuee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  divide  (he  Uni- 
ted 8tate;8  inio  two  military  districts;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PENDLETON,  the  >ame 
committee  was  dischargt  d  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  th«  retolntion  directing  them  to  inquire 
into  The  ezpediencjr  of  aboiishing  the  office  of  Ma- 
jor General  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

ST.  AUGUSTINE. 

Mr.  STANLY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
parebase  a  lot  of  ground  in  the  town  of  St.  Angus* 
line,  Florida;  wbldi  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
WolfendeD;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
Ihe  Comm'itlee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STANLY,  the  Committee  of 
the  .Whole-was  discharged  from  Ihe  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time, 
aod  pataed. 

OREGON  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  cc- 
cupaiion  and  settlement  of  Ihe  Oregon  Territory, 
and  for  extending  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
over  the  same,  together  with  the  House  bill  on  the 
same  subject,  reported  them  without  amendment, 
with  the  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pa^s. 

Mr.  TALTAFERRO,  from  the  Commitee  on  Rcv- 
olationary  Pen*.ions,  reported  the  following  billj; 
which  were  read  twice,  and  committed:  ' 

A  bill  allowing  a  pension  to  Ebenrzer  Dewey. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rose. 

A  bill  allowing  a  pension  to  Frederick  Hopkins. 
'  He  also  made  several  adverse  reports  on  peti- 
tions for  an  eztennon  of  the  pension  laws. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Conimittee  en  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  John  P. 
Schuyler;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ccmmitied. 

Mr.  DOAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Richard  B   Brnmfie'd. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS,  from  a  select  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  (he  purchase 
of  wate^rotted  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States  navy;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

He  also  sabmitted  a  joint  resolution,  authorizing 
the  Shecretary  of  War  to  eauie  a  survey  to  be  made 
of  certain  portions  of  Grand  and  Spring  riven; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  crmm-tied. 

Mr.  GORDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Horace  B.  Abby. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  Committee  on 
Comoierce,  reportet  the  following  three  several 
bills,  which  were  'ead  twice  and  commit* ed: 

A  bill  authorizing  the  establishment  of  certain 
baoys,  and  spind^s,  and  fog  bells,  for  the  safety  of 
navigation. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  certain  lights 
booses  for  the  fical  sear  ending  June  30,  1644, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  survey  and  examination 
of  sites  for  li|»ht-houses  and  li^ht>boat«. 

Mr.  AYCRIGG,  from  the  Committee  on  invalid 
Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  upon  the  petitions 
of  John  Bull,  jr.,  Simon  Kenton,  John  Dixon, 
Christopher  Lambert,  John  Owen,  Smpson  Ham- 
ilton, and  Sarah  Pr&tt. 

Mr.  THOMAS  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  made  an  adverse  report 
opoD  the  memorial  of  Charles  H.  Russell  and 
Charles  Potter. 


Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of 
J«  Eper  Cowan,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  Antoine 
Va'ques  and  others;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

.  Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  from  the  CommiUee  on 
Commerce,  mov^^d  ibat  the  bill  to  establish  a  ware- 
housing system  be  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow, with  the  understanding  that  it  be  disposed 
of  during  the  day. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  h»ped  no  such  agree- 
ment would  be  made  by  ihe  House. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  expressed  his  intention 
to  move  a  sui  pension  of  the  rules;  but,  after  a  few 
words  of  conversation  between  him  and  the  Speak- 
er, the  subject  dropped. 

Mr.  A.  RANDALL  moved  that  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  the  Sta'e  of 
Maine  relative  to  the  effects  of  foreign  treaties, 
and  that  the  jame  be  committed  to  the  Commiitee 
of  the  Whole  Home  on  the  state  of  the  Ucion. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BURKE,  it  was  ordered 
that  Jesse  Roberts  have  leave  to  withdraw  hi»  pe- 
tition and  accompanying  papers  from  the  files  of 
the  House. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STOKELY,  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  what  amendments 
are  necessary  and  proper  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales,  to  insure  the  prerervation  of  the  public 
arms  of  the  United  States  distributed  to  the  militia 
of  the  several  States;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  RENCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian AffairF,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  Murphy,'*  reported  the  same,  with  an 
amendment;  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ROOSEVELT,  it  Was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inform  ihia 
House  at  what  time  en  answer  may  be  expect4?d  to  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  on  the  6th  day  of  August  last,  calliag  u(K»n  bim  to 
furnish  this  House  wiih  copies  of  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the 
collectors,  naval  cfflcers,  and  surveyor  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  required  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1811,  of  moneys  received 
by   them  respectively  for  forfeitures,   rents,  compromises, 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  submitted  the  foUowingr  reso- 
lution: 

Reaolved^  That,  in  all  future  publications  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  ReKi»tet  of  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  afllxfed, 
opposite  the  name  of  each  person  published  therein,  in  separate 
columns,  the  annual  pay  of  such  officer  or  person,  the  amount 
paid  him  for  rations,  servants,  and  forage,  and  the  gross  amount 
paid  or  allowed  him  in  all  res^tects  far  and  on  his  account,  and 
for  and  during  the  year  preceding  such  publication. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

U.  S.  SaUADRONS  ON  FOREIGN  SERVICE. 

Mr.  BURN  ELL  submitted  ihe  following  reso- 
lution: 

Reaoloedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  statement  of  the  several  vessels  composing  the  squad, 
rons  of  the  United  States  for  the  last  six  years,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  commanders  of  such  squadrons,  and  the  name  of 
the  officer  commanding  each  vessel  of  every  squadron.  Also, 
the  foreign  ports  which  each  vessel  has  entered  during  the  time 
of  her  remaining  on  lier  station,  or  while  proceeding  to  it,  and 
the  time  which  she  remained  in  each  of  said  ports;  and  where 
ttie  public  service  has  been  a  cause  of  unusual  detention,  that 
ho  state  the  same;  and,  a'oo,  whcUiT,  In  Irs  opinivtn^  any  such 
vessels  have  remained  utinecesaariiy  long  in  foreign  port?; 
whether  the  attention  of  the  commander  of  any  squadron  has, 
in  all  such  cases,  been  called  thereto;  what  such  cases  have 
been,  and  what  proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  relation  to 
them;  and  that  hereafter  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  re|M)rtto 
this  House  annually,  at  the  commencement  of  each  session  of 
Congress,  a  statement,  as  above,  applicable  to  the  current 
year. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  BURNELL  said,  if  he  could  have  the  op* 
portunity  to  explain,  he  thought  the  House  would 
adopt  the  resolution.  It  called  upon  ihe  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, on  a  subject  npon  which  the  country  had 
been  held  in  almost  total  ignorance. 

Mr.  WISE  called  the  gentleman  to  order — the 
resolution  not  being  debatable,  as  it  had  been  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  BURNELL  continued  to  explain.  He  said 
be  was  calling  for  information  a  year  hence. 


Mr.  WISE  railed  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  BORNELL  said  he  was  only  following  the 
example  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  himself. 

Mr.  WISE  demanded  when  he  had  set  him  the 
example?  ' 

The  two  gentlemen  sat  down,  making  mutual 
explanations,  and  the  subject  went  over. 

Mr.  BURNELL,  Jiowever,  rose  again  in  a  short 
time,  and  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rales  for  the 
reception  ef  that  resolution. 

The  qnenion  was  taken,  and  the  motion  nega- 
tived. 

THE  SOMERS  CASE. 
Mr.  SNYDER  submitted  the  following   res* 
olution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Cofflmittee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
whedier  Samuel  R.  Betts,  district  judge  of  the  United  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  refused  to  entertain  a 
complaint  of  murder,  alleged  to  have  fa!een  committei  on  the 
high  seas,  upon  the  grounathat  he  had  other  husinsss  of  a  civil 
nature  to  occupy «his.  time;  and  to  report  to  this  House  the 
profiej^oceedmgs  to  be  taken  on  the  oecasion. 

IMMnYDER  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's  table  the 
following  communication  of  Judge  Betts,  to  be 
read  to  the  House: 

"Application  is  renewed  before  me  this  evening, 
on  the  affidavit  of  Margaret  E.  Cromwell,  for  a  war- 
rant to  arrest  Commander  Mackenzie  and  Lieutenant 
Qansevoort,  for  illegal  homicide,  comuiiited  by 
them  on  board  the  United  States  brig-of-war 
Somers,  on  the.  high  seas,  on  the  1st  day  of  De- 
cember last,  in  putting  to  deaih  Philip  Spencer^ 
Samuel  Cromwell,  and  Wuhsi  Small. 

"Without  scanning  the  allegations  upon  which 
process  is  demanded  on  this  second  application,  or 
at  all  entering  into  the  inquiry  as  to  the  forum 
properly  having  cognizance  of  the  charges;  and 
supposing  that  no  question  was  involved  as  to  the 
competency  of  the  civil  courts  to  take  jurisdiction 
of  the  matter,  or  of  the  fitness  of  their  so  doing,  I 
do  not  feel  that  the  complaint  is  one  that  I  ought 
to  entertain  and  investigate  under  existing  circum- 
stances. 

"By  the  act  of  September  24,  1789.  section  33, 
Congress  authorized  a  justice  or  judge  of  the 
couria  of  the  United  States,  or  any  judge  or  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  State,  to  can^e  any  person  ac^ 
cused  of  an  olTence  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates  to  be  arrefted,  committed,  or  bailed,  as  ihe 
case  might  require. 

"The  act  of  Congress  of  33i  August,  1841,  ez-. 
tended  the  like  authority  to  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  circuit  court. 

"There  are  a  large  number  of  officers  resident  in 
this  city  and  Kings  county,  who  have  equal  au- 
ih^rity  to  institute  and  entertain  these  proceedings 
with  the  judges  of  ihe  United  States  courts. 

"The  judicial  business  of  the  distri<H  courts  of 
this  district,  including  Ihe  administration  of  the 
bankrupt  act,  is,  by  various  acts  of  Congress,  as- 
signed to  the  district  judges  exclusively.  It  is  no- 
torious that  these  ministerial  dutiss  absorb  the  en- 
tire time  of  the  district  judge  of  this  di'^trict,  and 
that  he  has  not  been  able,  since  the  1st  of  February 
last,  to  devote  any  portion  of  bis  time  out  of  conit 
to  cases  of  criminal  complaints,  every  one  of 
which  has  necessarily  been  fiist  brought  before  and 
parsed  npon  by  some  other  of  the  above  author- 
ized officers.  Nor  has  he  been  able  to  sit  with  the 
circuit  judge  in  court  during  that  period,  except  in 
a  few  cases  requiring  indispensably  the  presence 
of  both  judges. 

"It  is  most  manifest,  from  the  details  given  in  the 
affidavit  of  Mrs,  Cromwell,  that  if  the  civil  magis- 
trate  takes  cogniz&nce  of  this  complaint,  he  must 
necessarily  go  into  a  particular  examination  of  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  attendant  npon  the 
homicide,  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  a  case  for  com- 
mitment; and  if  80,  whether  bail  can  be  allowed,  and 
under  what  terms. 

"The  affidavit  states  that  the  naval  court  of  in- 
quiry has  been  employed  from  day  to  day  in  exam- 
ining witnesses  in  relation  to  this  matter,  ftom  the 
30th  day  of  December  last  to  this  day:  and,  al- 
though some  greater  despatch  might  probably  be 
attained  before  a  civil  magistrate,  in  the  mere  ex- 
amination of  witnesses;  yet,  as  the  prosecutrix  has 
employed  private  connFel,  and  prays  to  t>e  heard 
by  them;  and  i^s,  doubtless,  in  case  of  any  pro- 
ceeding, counsel  will  be  allowed  the  accQ8ed,-«-tho 
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disposition  of  questions  of  evidence,  and  other 
points  incident  tolike  examinations,  may  reasoDa- 
bly  be  expected  to  consume  an  amount  of  time 
eqaivalent  to  what  can  be  saved  by  the  greater  ex- 
pedition of  a  single  magistrate  in  taking  proofs. 

**Thi8  would  accordingly  compel  me  to  sospe nd 
the  business  now  pressing  upon  the  court  for  a  pe- 
riod of  two  or  three  weeks,  and  deroie  that  length 
of  time  to  the  hearing  of  these  charges. 

'*It  was,  no  doubt,  a  motive  of  weight  with  Con- 
gress, in  cenfvrring  power  on  so  many  officers  to 
take  preliminary  examinations  on  criminal  charges, 
to  leave  the  judges  of  the  United  States  courts 
free  to  devote  themselves  to  other  duties  exclusive- 
ly allotted  to  ihem. 

<*Under  these  circumstances,  I  retom  the  papers 
submitted  me  to  the  prosecutrix. 

(Signed)  ••SAM'L  R.  BETT3." 

"New  Yobk, 

Thursday  evening,  Jan.  19,  1843.'*  ^ 

Mr.  SNYDER  desired  also  to  have  read  ^  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler;  but  objection  was 
made.    He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  rejected — 
ayes  30,  noes  not  counted. 

The  following  is  the  letter  referred  to: 

TRIAL  OF  COMMANDER  MACKENZIE. 
Fourth  Day— Pbbru4.RY  4. 

Before  the  eourtmanial  resumed  its  proceedings  this  morn* 
ing,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  esq  ,  had  a  lenrthy  conversation  with 
the  judge  advocate,  and  afterwards  seated  himself  at  one  of  the 
side* tables,  preoareid  to  take  notes  of  the  proceedings. 

All  the  members  of  the  court  were  present  at  II  o'clock, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Smith,  who  is  seriously  indis- 
posed. 

The  judge  advocate  informed  the  court  that  heha<1  received  a 
communication  from  a  distinguished  member  of  the  New  York 
bar;  and,  as  It  contaiaed  nothing  improper,  he  would  lay  it  be* 
fore  the  court. 

The  court  was  then  cleared  for  upwards  of  an  hour.  After 
our  readmission,  the  judge  advocate  read  the  following  docu. 
ment: 

**The  undersigned  beg  to  state  that  they  have  been  employed 
by  the  relatives  of  acting  midshipman  Philip  Spencer,  (one  of 
the  persons  for  the  murder  of  whom  Commander  Mackenzie  is 
OQ  trial,)  to  attend  this  trial,  and  take  pan  therein  as  counsel,  if 
permitted  by  the  court.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  most  re- 
spectfully  request  that  they  may  be  pernrtiiied,  as  such  counsel, 
to  be  present;  to  examine  and  croes*examine  the  wiinesses  pro- 
duced, by  propounding  such  questions  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  court;  and  to  ofler,  from  time  to  lime,  such  suggestions  in 
relation  to  the  proceedings,  and  to  (present  such  comments  on 
the  testimony  when  concluded,  (subject  to  the  like  approbation 
of  the  court,)  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

'The  undersigned  respectfully  olfer  their  opinion,  that  the 
court  posaesses  foil  power  to  do  so;  and  that  (he  nature  of  the 
investigation  to  be  had,  and  the  interest  naturally  and  jusUy  felt 
therein  by  those  for  whom  they  appear,  render  it  proper  ttiat 
the  same  should  be  granted  by  the  court. 

"BENJAMIN  P.  BUTLER, 
"CHARLES  O'CONNOR. 

"Nbw  York,  Februarv  4, 1&I3." 

The  Judge  Advocate:  I  am  oidered  to  read  the  following  de- 
cision: 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  above  communication  be 

{)1aced  on  the  recora,  and  decide  that  the  application  contained 
nil  be  not  granted." 

The  President:  The  court  stands  adjourned  till  Monday  at  II 
o'clock. 
The  court  accordingly  adjourned. 

MINT  AT  DAHLONEGA. 

Mr.  M.  A.  COOPER  asked  the  favor  of  the 
House  to  take  up  and  pass  the  bill  which  he  had 
introduced^  entitled  **A  bill  explanatory  of  the  act 
establisliiDg  a  branch  mint  at  Dahlonf  ga,  Georgia, 
and  regulating  and  defining  the  duties  of  assay er 
and  coiner  of  said  mint." 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  staled  that  the  director 
of  the  Philadelphia  mint  wrote  to  him  some  lime 
since,  expressing  great  solicitude  aboni  this  bill, 
and  desiring  to  know  its  provisions.  He  (Mr.  I.) 
enclosed  the  director  a  copy  of  the  bill,  but  had 
not  yet  heard  from  him  on  the  subjVct.  He  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  for  further  in- 
formation before  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  urged. 

Mr.  M.  A,  COOPER  said  no  one  would  have 
any  objection  to  this  bill.  lis  obj'ect  was  merely  to 
define  the  duties  of  assayer  and  coiner,  which  are 
now  assigned  by  the  director  of  the  mint. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

OCRACOKE  MARINE  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WASHINGTON,  the  bill 
in  relation  to  the  marine  hospital  at  Ocraccke, 
N.  C,  (reappropriating  |10,000  to  that  institution,) 
was  taken  up. 

No  objection  having  been  made,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  then  read  a  third 
lime  and  fassed. 
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ELECTIONS  TO  THE  NEXT  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  »aid  be  would  make  an- 
o'her  attempt  to  have  his  bill  (No.  649)  taken  up— 
to  suspend  the  operation,  for  t  wo  year?,  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  1842,  apportioning  the  repre- 
sentatives to  Congress  among  the  several  States. 
[The  effect  of  this  bill  will  be  to  repeal  the  clause 
by  which  the  States ^  are  directed  to  elect  members 
from  sinfsle  districts  in  every  State.] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected  to  having  any  special 
day  set  apart  for  any  biil  like  this,  when  so  many 
appropriation  bills  remained  undisposed  of.  If, 
however,  this  bill  was  to  be  taken  up,  he  wished 
another  bill,  (651,)  ^'regulating  the  manner  of  ta- 
king testimony  in  contested  elections,^*  to  be  acted 
on  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  J.  CAMPBELL  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  which  he  had  referred  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  discharge  the  com- 
mittee from  the  second  named  bill  alwve  mentioned. 

The  mption^  were  severally  put  and  canied. 

PRECEDENCE  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  J.  P-  KENNEDY  having  obtained  the  floor- 
Mr.  PICKENS  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  subject  (reciprocity 
treaties)  assigned  as  a  special  order  for  yesterday, 
was  entitled  to  come  up  and  have  precedence  to-day. 
The  SPEAKER  said  it  would;  having  been  called 
up  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Ksn- 
NSD7]  jast  before  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  WISE  said  it  was  called  up,  but  no  action 
taken  on  it  by  the  Honse. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  regarding  this  a»  an  important 
point,  wished  to  have  it  decided.  When  so  many 
important  bills  remained  undecided — the  army  bill, 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  the  exchequer  bill — 
he  wi&hed  to  see  if  it  was  the  will  of  the  House  to 
pat  them  aside,  for  meastires  of  a  partial  interest. 
It  often  happened  that  days  were  set  apart  for  the 
transaction  of  Territorial  and  District  buEine»s, 
which  was  noi  taken  up;  yet  no  one  claimed  that 
it  should  go  over  from  day  to  day,  and  have  pre- 
cedence. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  to  assign  a  day  to 
Territorial  or  District  business  generally,  was  dif- 
ferent from  assigning  a  day  to  the  consideration  of 
a  particular  bill.  Should  the  House  specify  the 
the  bills  which  were  to  be  acted  on,  whenever  it  as- 
signed a  day  for  Territorial  or  District  business,  such 
bills  would,  of  course,  have  precedence  from  day 
to  day,  until  disposed  of;  but  such  was  not  the 
practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  EIbnmbdt]  as  call- 
ing up  his  joint  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land did  call  it  up,  as  the  jonroal  showed. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  appeal  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickbms] 
from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  judgment 
was  sustained. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  O.  BUTLER,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (o  amend  the  act  respect- 
ing the  organizfttion  of  the  army,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

RECIPROCITY  TREATIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Tilling- 
HIST  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  following  joint 
rtsolutioo: 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  concerning  iho  termination  of  certain 

commercial  ireaiies. 

JResolted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreteniaiivea  of 
the  United  State»  of  America  in  Congress  assembledj 
Tliat  the  Preeideni  of  ihe  United  Btalee  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested, whenever  he  shall  deem  it  compatible  with  the  public 
interest,  to  metre  known  lo  the  Governments  of  Denmarlc^Swe- 
den,  the  Hansealic  republics,  Prussia,  Austria,  and  Russia,  in 
conlormity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  existing  commercial 
treaties  between  said  Goveinmeots  and  the  United  Slates,  the 
desire  and  intention  of  this  Government  to  terminatesuch  com- 
mercial treaties  now  in  force  iMtween  said  Governments  and 
the  United  States  as  have  contracted  to  allow  the  parties  there- 
to to  import  on  rqual  terms,  as  regards  duties  on  merchandi^ie 
and  tonnage,  each  into  the  ports  of  the  other,  goods,  warec,  and 
merchandise  other  than  tboee  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  nation  in  whose  vessels  the  same  are 
lK)rne. 

Sac.  2,  And  be  it  further  retolved^  Ttiat,  Iq  nil  future  ne* 


gotiations  which  may  l>e  opened  with  the  aforesaid  Qorim- 
Dients.  or  with  any  other,  ills  the  policy  of  the  United  Sttoi 
to  confine  the  privilege  of  reciprocal  imporutioQ,  ooMn! 
terms  as  to  cooda  and  shipping,  to  goods,  wares,  ard  msSLa 
dise  the  product  of  the  countries  from  whence,  and  m  wIkm 
ships,  they  are  imported,  or  Uie  product  of  each  cooticiooi 
countries  thereto  as  usually  carry  on  their  foreign  coiqbmm 
ibroogh  the  pone  of  the  aame. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  addressed  th^  committee  at 
length,  explaining  the  ohjeetof  the  reaoloiioa,  md 
reviewing  onr  commercial  treaties  generally. 

Mr.  McKBON  next  addressed  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill;  bat  he  express  his  ap|H^ 
hension  that  there  was  scarcely  time  to  effeet 
much  good  legislation  thereon  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  then  went  at  length  into  the  broid 
question. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  followed  in  advocacy  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  TRIPLET r  next  took  part  in  thedljcns. 
sion,  and  snbmitted  an  addition  as  an  ameodmeDi, 
to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  J.  P.  EENiitDT,] 
by  his  resolntioB,  which  was  then  under  coonden- 
tion,  only  proposed  to  protect  the  navigating  inter. 
ests;  and  he  j^rooeeded  to  explain  and  advocate  his 
amendment.  He  admitted  that  he  consideradit 
too  late  to  effect  much  at  this  advaoced  period  of 
tke  session;  and  that  he  had  mainly  risen,  therefore, 
to  call  attention  to  the  snbject;  and  he  hoped  hit 
amendment  wonld  be  printed,  that  it  might  be  eoa. 
sidered  preparatory  to  future  legislation. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  the  committee  to  report 
these  resolations  to  the  House,  that  tbey  might  bi 
brought  under  its  control  and  disposed  of  to-day. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  appealed  to  his  coDeagae  to 
to  allow  him  to  make  some  remarks  in  eommiuee; 
and  he  appealed  to  him  more  particularly  on  ihe 
ground  that  he  did  not  often  trouble  the  Hook, 
and  would  not  now,  were  it  not  that  be  considmd 
this  a  subject  of  particular  importance. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  simply  rim  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  House;  and  with  thatbeeoa- 
sidered  he  had  discharged  his  duty.  He  begged  to  l^ 
mind  gentlemen  that  most  of  the  appropriation  bilh 
remained  to  be  acted  upon — and  appropriation  bilb 
of  a  most  important  character,  including  oner^ 
ported  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affair^in 
relation  to  the  boundary  treaty,  and  other  bills  of 
great  interest  to  the  country;  amongst  which  thert 
was  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  warehousing  sjstea, 
while  there  were  but  13  working  days  of  lit  »sm 
remaining.  It  was  indispensable,  therefore,  thai 
this  snbject  should  be  disposed  of  today. 

Mr.  BREWSTER  said  it  was  rery  seldoo  that 
he  troubled  the  Honse;  but  he  must  ask  the  pcin* 
lege  of  doing  so  now.  He  then  proeeeded  to  dii- 
cnss  the  general  principles  involwed  in  the  resoii* 
tions,  illustrating  his  positions  by  nomerons  refe^ 
ences,  and  treating  the  snbject  in  an  eiaboraie  and 
argumentative  manner. 

After  Mr.  Bbcwster  had  concladed  bis  ^^ 
marks, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  commiitee 
rise.  In  order  that  be  might  make  a  motion  lo  dis- 
charge it  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
subject.  It  was  apparent  to  ali,  that  this  rcsolo- 
tion  could  not  be  passed,  or  sufficiently  discoscd, 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session;  and  that  it  d^ 
layed  the  action 'of  the  House  on  objects  of  indis- 
pensable necessity.  Mr.  F.,  boweFer,  vitbdret 
his  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut,  who,  afler  t 
few  remark  11,  renewed  the  motion,  and  the  cob- 
mittee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  moved  to  discharge  the  Oa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  from  the  farther  considen- 
tion  of  the  resolution;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  a  resolntion  dilat- 
ing the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to  make  a  re' 
port  to  Congress,  at  the  next  session,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  inspection  laws  of  tbe  Sute  of  Looisi- 

ana. 

After  the  reading  and  reference  of  s«?eralcoB» 
mnnications  from  the  BxecntiTe  Departments,  the 
following  bills  were  twice  read  and  referred: 

The  bill  relating  to  tbe  appointnwnt  of  Aoist- 
ant  Postmasters  Qeneral. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the 

Compendium  of  the  Sixth  Ceusas;  and 
Tbe  joint  resolution  for  tbe  transfer  of  (he  sua 
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add 


hf  M  by  the  Uoited  States  in  the  Chesapeake  ami 
Ohio  Caoal  Company  to  rhe  Slate  of  Maryland,  and 
the  cities  of  Wasbiogton,  Qeorgetown,  and  Al- 
exandria, on  certain  conditions. 
Tbe  HoBse  then  adjonrned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Fridit,  February  17,  1843. 

Mr.  CtTTHBBRT,  Senator  from  Gkorgia»  appeared 
ID  his  seal  to-day. 

Mr.  WRlOHT  presented  tbe  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  tbe  Chamlier  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  in  reference  to  the  bill  which  came  to  this 
body  from  tbe  Hoase  of  Reprasentatiye?,  proposing 
a  redaction  of  the  number  of  officers  and  others 
employed  in  tbe  eastom*boose  of  New  York  city. 
Mr.  W.  remarked  that  ibis  meeting  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  was  held  on  the  14tb  instant. 
They  nnanimonsly  adopted  a  report  at  that  meet- 
ing, a  copy  of  which  he  now  presented.  It  cm- 
bodied,  in  an  extended  form,  the  views  of  tbe 
merchants  of  that  city  as  to  the  wants  of  commerce 
and  bnsinees  there,  according  to  their  experience. 
He  was  exceedingly  desirous  that  the  statements  in 
this  report  should  be  read  by  Senators  before  tbe 
bill  should  be  acted  upon;  and,  with  that  view,  he 
proposed  to  make  the  motion  that  it  be  printed;  and 
be  hoped  the  Senate  would  indulge  him  by  giving 
their  unanimous  consent  for  that  pnrpoFc,  to  do 
away  with  the  necessity  for  ihe  reference  of  the 
moiioa  to  the  Commi'tee  on  Printing;  and,  as 
another  inducement  for  that  course,  be  remarked 
tliat  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  who  had  unan- 
imonaly  reported  favorably  to  the  passage  of  the 
billy  (at  a  meeting  of  tbe  committee  at  which  he 
was  not  present,)  bad  since  instructed  their  chair- 
man to  move  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  to  that 
eommitlee. 

Tbe  memorial  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  statement  of  tbe  busi- 
ness of  tbe  port  of  New  York  by  a  comparison  of 
the  years  1836,  1837,  and  1838,  with  tbe  years 
1839,  1840,  and  1841.  The  statement  (said  Mr. 
W.)  contained  information  valuable  to  the  Senate, 
whUe  acting  on  this  bill  He  therefore  moved 
that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  tbe  CSommittee 
on  Commerce. 

Bflr.  HUNTINQTON  said  be  had  been  directed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  ask  tbe  Senate 
lo  recommit  tbe  bill  to  reduce  the  number  and 
compensation  of  the  officers  and  others  employed 
in  tbe  port  of  New  York;  and,  with  that  view,  on 
his  motion^  the  above  bill  was  taken  up  and  re- 
committed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  tbe  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  therein  mentioned,  relating  to  tbe  port 
of  Baltimore. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  pre- 
wions  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  tbe 
above  bill  was  taken  np  as  in  commiitee  of  tbe 
wrbole;  and  no  amendment  being  proposed,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported  back  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass,  House  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  of  the  port 
of  Camden,  New  Jersey.'^ 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  memorial  from 
Bnckner  Tbruaion,  represeiitative  of  Charles  Wynn 
Thniston,  deceased,  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary 
army,  praying  to  be  allowed  commutation  pay:  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from 
sundry  citizens  of  Delaware,  urging  upon  Con- 
gress tbe  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  tbe  i^sue  of 
^900,000,000  of  stock,  based  on  the  public  domain, 
to  be  divided  among  tbe  States  and  Territories  in 
a  representative  ratio,  for  their  relief;  which  was 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  standings  committees 
on  private  claims  were  taken  up,  and  concnrred  in. 

Mr;  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
jccommeiidatioa  that  they  do  pass.  House  bills  for 


ihe  rt  !iel  of  Lyman  N.  Cjok,  and  for  ibe  rclitf  of 
Solomon  Emerson. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  with  an  amendment,  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jeremiah  Kimball. 

Mr.  S.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  ibe  indefinitely  postponed,  the  fol- 
lowing bills  from  the  House,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  McQuire,  widow 
of  Major  Thomas  McGuire; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Elder;  and 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Patrick  Mastrrton. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  (accompanied 
by  special  reports,  which  were  oidered  to  be  print- 
ed) tbe  following  bills  from  the  House,  viz: 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Harris. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Leah  Tenure;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Freeman. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ashael 
Brainard;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  accompanied  by  a  special  report,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  was  disclarged  from  tbe  memorial  of 
the  widow  of  Richard  Zantzinger ;  and  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass,  tbe  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Elizabeth  Greshsm,  widow  of  Gkorge  Gresham. 

Mr.  P.,  from  tbe  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  they  be  indefinitely  postponed,  house 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of  George  Hommell,  and  tbe  bill 
granting  a  pension  to  Joseph  Watson. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elizabeth  Powers. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Boildings  and  Groundt,  reported  back,  with  an 
amendment,  the  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings. 

Several  bills  from  tbe  House  were  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took 
np,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  King  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

-  Tbe  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  RING,  on  the 
ground  that,  if  the  individual  was  entitled  to  an 
invalid  pension,  he  could,  on  application  at  tbe  de- 
partment, procure  it  under  the  general  law. 

Mr.  SEVIER  explained  why  it  was  he  could 
not  receive  a  pension  nnder  the  general  law,  ot 
which  he  contended  that,  in  justice,  he  was  en- 
titled.' 

There  being  no  amendment  proposed  to  the 
bill,  it  was  reported  to  tbe  Senate,  ordered  to  a 
tbii^d  reading,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed — 
ayes  15,  noes  13. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BARROW,  the  previous  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  tbe  Senate  took  up  and 
considered,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  tbe  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Hambrigbt,  widow  of 
Captain  John  Hambrigbt,  deceased;  and  there  be- 
ing no  amendment  offered,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  tbe  bill  to  allow  a 
pension  to  Esther  Augur,  (which  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for 
tbe  passage  of,  believing  tbe  pension  could  be 
obtained  by  application  at  the  department,)  was 
taken  up  and  laid  on  tbe  table;  and  leave  was 
granted  to  the  petitioner  to  withdraw  from  the 
files  of  tbe  Senate  her  petition  and  papers,  with 
tbe  view  of  presenting  them  at  the  department. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  postpone  tbe  previous 
orders,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Georgetown  College,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Messrs.  YOUNG  and  PHELPS  opposed  Ihe  ta- 
king of  bills  out  of  their  proper  place  on  the  calen- 
der, and  giving  them   precedence   over  private 
\  claims  which  had  been  so  long  pending. 


Mr.  MILLER  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  for- 
warding action  on  this  bill,  so  as  to  secure  the  ac- 
tion of  the  other  House  on  it. 

Tbe  qoeftion  was  put;  and  the  Senate  refused  to 
take  the  bill  up. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  D.  Rose  and  others  was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and  there  being  no 
proposition  to  amend,  it  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, read  tbe  ihiid  time,  according  to  order,  and 
passed. 

THE  aUESTlON  OF  ASSUMPTION. 

Mr.  RIVES  called  np  bis  resolutions  (inserted  in 
yesterday^  paper)  on  the  subject  of  the  assumption 
of  State  debts,  and  declaring  tbe  opinion  of  the 
Senate  that  Congress  can  never  assume  those  debts, 
in  an>  form,  without  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  committing  a  gross  act  of  ineipedi- 
ency. 

HUNTINGTON  inquired  whether  those 
ns  took  precedence  of  tbe  business  on  tbe 
cale£?Ilr  after  the  morning  honr? 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  thej 
did  not. 

Mr.  RIVES  remarked,  that,  in  tbe  discussion  of 
yesterday,  it  was  understood  that  tbe  reso'ntions 
postponed  till  to  day  would  be  tbe  business  iii  or- 
der for  this  day.  That  was  the  understanding  on 
yesterday. 

Mr.  KING  was  understood  to  say  that,  from  tbe 
action  of  the  Senate  on  yesterday,  those  resolutions 
were  not  to  be  considered  the  bnsiness  of  the  morn- 
ing hour,  but  the  business  of  the  day,  from  the  hour 
of  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  RIVES,  inasmuch. as  tbe  Chair  had  made 
a  decision  against  the  understanding  of  yesterdayi 
moved  to  postpone  all  the  previous  orders,  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  those 
resolutions. 

The  Senate  was  then  divided  on  the  motion  to 
take  np  the  resolutions;  and  thb  Chair,  on  making 
a  count,  said  the  motion  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  RIVES  called  for  a  division. 

The  Senate  was  again  divided  on  a  count;  and 
the  Chair  announced  that  there  were  30  in  the  af- 
firmative, and 

Mr.  ALLEN  here  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Messrs.  CRITTENDEN  and  HUNTINGTON 
simultaneously  interposed,  and  asked  the  Chair 
if  it  was  in  order  to  make  a  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  after  tbe  Chair  had  decided  that  the  motion 
was  lost. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  bad  not  so  decided;  be  had 
not  announced  tbe  vote,  and  it  was  in  order  to  de- 
mand the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  were — yeas  22,  nays  22,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mewra.  Alten,  Archer,  Ba^by,  Benton,  Bucbanan, 
Calhoun,  Cuilibert,  Pulton.  King,  Lmn,  McRoberta,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Smiiti  or  Connecucut,  Sturceon,  Tappan,  Wallcer, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young~8SL 

NAYS— Measra.  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Clayton, 
Conrad,  CraAe,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Grahaofi,  Hender- 
son, Huntington,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelpe, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Spra^e,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridge-^S. 

So  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
these  resolutions  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

FINE  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  Maj.  Gkn.  Andrew  Jack- 
son for  damages  sustained  in  tbe  discbarge  of  bis 
official  duty,  came  up  in  order  as  in  committee  of 
tbe  whole,  on  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LINN  said,  tbe  very  best  argument  he 
could  offer  against  the  introduction  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  in  favor  of  tbe  original  bill, 
would  be  found  in  tbe  report  made  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  to  which 
this  subject  had  been  referred.  It  was  recommend- 
ed, in  that  report,  that  the  money  should  be 
granted  to  General  Jackson  in  consideration  of  his 
distingnivhed  military  services,  and  the  gratitude 
'due  to  him  for  bis  successful  defence  of  New  Or* 
leans. 

If  it  was  to  be  put  upon  the  ground  of  a  re« 
ward  for  bis  military  services,  it  was  eridently 
inadequate.  No  one  could  question  tbe  patriot* 
ism,  the  valor,  and  the  distinguished  nature  of  the 
military  services  of  Major  General  Andrew  Jack- 
I  son,  as  displayed  throughoat  the  whole  ^coarse  of 
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the  late  war,  and  parti  -ularly  at  (he  closing  scenes 
of  that  war.  If^  iherefore,  the  act  of  resioration  of 
the  slim  of  |1,000  was  to  be  taken  to  be  in  con- 
sideration of  the  distJDgaished  military  services  of  , 
General  Jackson  in  ibe  defence  of  the  country,  it 
wonld  be  perceived  ai  once  that  no  friend  of  ihe 
General  could  vote  for  the  bill,  nor  could  Genera) 
Jackson  himself  accept  the  money  upon  any  such 
terms. 

The  bill  introduced  by  him  (Mr.  L.)  at  ihe  last  ses. 
sion,  as  well  as  at  this,  was  plain  and  simple,  re. 
quiring  Ihe  proper  accounting  officer  of  the  Treasu- 
ry Department  to  ascertain  the  amount  awarded 
against  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  for  an 
official  act  done  by  him,  and  to  repay  that  amount, 
with  interest  accruing  upon  it;  and  in  the  remarks 
which  he  had  made  at  the  time  of  the  introduction 
of  the  bill,  he  had  placed  ihe  matter  on  the  same 
ground  upon  which  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature 
bad  been  placed,  where  penalties  had  been  a^rded 
by  the  civil  courts  against  officers  for  acts  ^Bmit- 
ted  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  dntiXr  He 
had  adduced  various  parallel  cases,  one  of  which 
occurred  as  late  as  the  year  1823,  when  a  military 
officer  (Colonel  Pard>)  was  induced  to  arrest  per- 
sons suspected  of  disaffection,  even  in  time  of  peace, 
without  any  such  strong  necessity  to  justify  the  act 
as  existed  in  the  case  of  General  Jackson,  and  was 
amerced  in  damages.  The  matter  was  referred  to 
Congress;  and  the  committee  to  which  it  was  re- 
ferred, without  hesitation,  reported  in  favor  of  re- 
funding Ihe  money;  idthoogb  the  incarceration  of 
the  individuals  (which  was  the  offence  complained 
of)  was  committed  during  a  time  of  peace,  and 
without  the  strong  and  urgent  necessity  under 
which  General  Jackson  acted;  and  it  was  deter- 
mined, by  (he  committee  and  by  CongrcFs,  that  (be 
money  ought  to  be  refunded,  because  ibey  believed 
the  officer  had  acted  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duty,  and  that  H  was  his  zeal  in  the  service  of  his 
country  which  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  act;  that  it 
proceeded  frooi  patriotism,  aad  from  that  alone. 
He  believed  there  was  no  ease  in  which  the  C<  n- 
gress  of  the  United  States,  being  convinced  that 
the  act  proceeded  from  patriotic  motives,  and  was 
done  in  good  faith,  and  order  a  sen^e  of  doty,  had 
refused  to  restore  a  sum  of  money  which  bad  been 
taken  from  an  officer  in  the  shape  of  damages. 

This  bill  waf  strikingly  analogous  to  the  one  in 
favor  of  Matthew  Lyon,  which  had  passed  this 
body.  In  that  case,  a  line  which  had  been  im- 
posed upon  him  by  a  district  judge  of  the  Unied 
Stales,  was,  after  the  lapse  of  forty  years',  restored 
to  his  heirs,  upon  the  ground  that  he  acted  with 
good  intention?;  and  the  qaestion  whether  the  judge 
who  imposed  the  fine  acted  right  or  wrong,  was  not 
agitated.  The  money  was  refunded,  because  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  tl.ought  it  had  been  ta- 
ken from  him  improperly;  but  there  was  not,  as  in 
this  ease,  (where  the  judge  acted  in  his  own  caie, 
and  ae«ed  as  both  judge  and  jury,)  a  word  said 
about  injury  to  the  character  of  the  judge  by  re- 
fold ing  the  money. 

.Why  should  the  case  of  General  Jackson  be 
made  an  eieepiionl  Why  shonld  he  not  have  the 
same  justice  rendered  to  him,  as  had  been  rendered 
to  all  other  officers  in  the  serviee  of  this  Govern- 
ment? They  wonld  recollect  (he  eases  of  General 
Brown  and  General  Wilkinson,  v  hen  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  rested  upon  the  violation  of  the  State 
laws,  as  well  as  (he  laws  of  the  United  Stales. 
These  cases  were  analogous  to  the  present.  He 
referred  also  to  a  caae  which  occurred  during  the 
late  war,  where  six  individuals  bad  been  arrested 
upon  suspicion  cf  treachery,  and  suit  was  after- 
wards brought  against  the  officer  who  ordered  the 
arrest,  and  he  was  amerced  in  the  sum  of  (9,000. 
And  (he  Congress  of  the  Utti(ed  S(ates,  after  a  de- 
libera(e  examination  of  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  ease,  required  ihe  money  to  be  refunded. 

But  it  seemed  that  Gkneral  Jackson's  case  was 
to  be  made  an  exception  to  that  rule  which  had  been 
80  universally  acted  upon  in  all  other  rases;  that  it 
was  to  be  made  an  exception  upon  political  grounds; 
or  perhaps  gentlemen  might  indulge  in  an  act  of 
revenge  upcn  the  aged  and  the  absent — like  the  ab- 
sent statue  of  Brutus  from  (he  ancient  noble  group; 
and  he  would  say,  that  (b<»  absence  of  action  in  (his 
c&se,  would  render  the  ca&e  more  remarkable. 


He  had  hoped  that  (he  vole  would  have  teen 
taken  upon  the  bill  without  discussion,  as  hsd 
|)een  done  in  the  case  of  Matthew  Ljon.  It 
seemed  to  be  otherwise  ordained,  however;  and  he 
would  prcci^ed  to  meke  a  few  remaiks  upon  the 
subject.  In  all  such  cases  as  the  one  they  were 
now  considering,  (he  law  was  necesMirily  silent. 
Necessiiy  had  no  law.  The  question  was,  whether 
this  was  a  case  of  that  description;  and  upon  this 
point  there  seemed  to  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  were  not  biassed  by  strong 
party  feelings.  They  all  agreed  ih^t  his  cood«ci 
was  justified  by  stern  necessity;  that  he  acted,  at 
ail  events,  upon  motives  of  the  purest  patriotism. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
Congress,  at  ihat  line,  was  aware  of  every  step 
taken  by  GeneralJackson.  The  President  had  it  in 
charge  to  see  the  laws  of  the  country  faithfully 
executed.  Did  ihe  conduct  of  General  Jackson,  on 
ihat'  occasion,  meet  with  any  rebuke  from 
Presidint  Madison?  If  his  conduct  had  been 
an  outrage  or  a  violation  cf  ibe  laws,  why.  did 
not  the  auihoriiies  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ar- 
rest his  course?  No,  sir,  there  was  scarcely  a  dis- 
senting voice  throughout  this  broad  land,  from  the 
opinion  that  be  had  acted  correcily;  and  the  only 
question  that  could  come  up  now,  was,  whether  he 
carried  hi;  measures  beyond  \k9  point  whxh  ne- 
cessity  :ibsolnteiy  required.  In  no  point  of  view 
in  which  you  can  examine  ibe  subject,  could  his  con- 
duct be  regarded  in  a  more  exalted  light  than  that 
which  exhibited  him  coniinuiLg  his  vigiiance  until 
there  was  not  even  the  appearance  of  dat^ger  remain- 
ing. But  this  was  a  point  about  which  gentlemen 
would  djff'er.  In  one  of  his  official  reports,  made  io 
January,  1815,  Gen.  Jackson  (old  the  Administra- 
tion that,  noiwiihs'anding  the  enemy  had  disap* 
peared  from  the  coast,  yet  he  would  continue  the 
same  measnref  for  (he  security  of  (he  country 
which  he  had  heretofore  bad  in  operation.  Thera 
h2.d  not  been  quoted  by  gentlemen  who  had  enter- 
ed into  this  contest,  eiiher  in  Congress,  or  through 
the  newspapers,  anything  to  controvert  the  truth 
of  the  declaration,  wherein  General  Jackson  an- 
nounced to  ihe  world  that  he  would  coniinuc, 
until  every  (hadow  (f  danger  had  di'-appcared, 
to  use  the  most  vigilant  measures  for  the  protection 
of  the  country.  Was  not  this  determination  right? 
Was  it  not  prudcni?    Was  it  not  commendable? 

The  rnmorof  peace,  which  arrived  through  the 
Britiib  fleet,  was  near  disorganizing  his  army. 
This  was  the  reason,  and  (be  sole  reason,  why 
General  Jackson  thonght  it  Rfcessary  to  relax  no 
effort,  no  exertion,  for  (be  safe(y  of  ihe  place.  Bui 
to  revert  to  (he  position  that  necessity  has  no  law, 
("Mr.  L.  said,)  he  would  point  out  to  Senators  (he 
instance  where,  under  (he  o'd  anicles  of  Confeder- 
ation, (he  States  violated  (he  Constitution  by  rais- 
ing an  army  in  time  of  peace.  It  r^as  justified 
alone  ou  the  ground  of  necessiiy.  And  for  fear 
(hat  his  mere  assertion  would  not  be  sufficient, 
(Mr.  L.  said,)  he  would,  with  permission  of  the 
Senate,  read  from  the  25  h  numberof  the  Federalist. 
[He  here  nad  the  passage  referred  to]  The 
charier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staes  had, 
on  various  occasion*,  been  justified  exclusively  on 
the  ground  of  necessity.  It  was  inferred  that  the 
power  to  create  such  a  charter,  if  it  did  nnt  ex- 
ist in  (he  Cotisiiiaiion,  at  all  events  ought  to  exist; 
and  it  was,  therefcre,  argued  to  be  lawful,  oii  the 
ground  cf  necessity.  The  invasion  of  our  ter 
ritory,  (he  bornirg  of  (he  Carolire,  and  (he  mur- 
der of  Diu^fee,  rrere  defended,  on  (he  ground  of  the 
necessiiy  of  ihe  ca^e  on  the  part  of  Grea(  Briiain. 
Wdl,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  L.)  the  present  Pres- 
ident of  (be  United  States,  in  retusiog  to  sign  the 
bills  for  a  United  States  bank,  which  Congress 
presented  to  birr,  was  conden^rcd  by  many  per- 
sons for  not  yielding  up  bis  constitutional  scruples; 
and  with  the  permi::sion  of  the  Senate,  I  will  read 
a  few  rer^iarks  in  this  connexion,  from  a  speech 
delivered  in  this  chamber,  en  ihat  occasion,  by  a 
very  distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky,  long 
celebrated  lor  his  unsurpasred  eloquence.  [Mr. 
L.  here  read  extracts  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Clay,  to  which  he  referred] 

Sir,  you  must  well  recollect  the  thrilling  rfftct 
produced  by  the  Senator  1  have  quoted  when  he 
raid,  in  bi$  own  empha(ic  manner,  '*I  am  not  brave 


enough  to  throw  myself  down  in   thTwaTiri. 
prosperhy  of  my  coun(ry."    All  recollect,  sir  ihn 
(ba(  Senator  clearly  intimated  that  if  ihc  Presidea 
bad  constitutional  objections  to  signing  the banV bill 
be  should  have  permitted  the  bill  to  become  t  lit 
notwithstanding  those  ohjecuons.    Mr.  L.  refened 
to  many  oth^r  instances  io  poivtf  sbowmg  th^i  ^ 
party  which  now  opposed  this  bill  on  constuatioii. 
al  grounds,  had  uniformly  waived  stich  seroples 
when  other  officers  in  the  public  serviee  were  to  be 
relieved  from  the  consequences  of  assuming  trbitn. 
ry  power  over  civil  rights,  in  the  conscieDHoosdij. 
eharce  of  their  cffieialiduty. 

Why,  he  asked,  was  General  Jackson  to  be 
mad«i  a  so!itary  exception  to'  this  veneral  raid 
Why  was  he  alone  leps  worthy  of  a  fair,  josr,  nd 
impartial  consideration,  than  others  wbo^ e  servfees 
were  less  momentous  to  the  eonB(r>?  Why  «« 
this  bill  alone  to  be  denominated  "a  bill  fjr  the 
rdiffof  Major  GJeneral  Andrew  Jackioar  Wfe 
asked  for  •'relief"  for  General  Jacksont  Not  bin. 
seif-^not  one  (*f  his  friends.  It  was  an  inikmnity 
for  damages  which  he  ?n6«ained  in  the  peiforn. 
atice  of  a  milirary  doty,  wbteih  saved  the  ecoDiiy 
from  an  invading  enemy.  The  original  bill,  as  be 
(Mr.  L  )  bad  introduced  it  last ) ear,  and  this  se^ 
sioR,  sfndiouMy  ^ept  clear  of  any  refercBee  to 
Judge  Hall.  It  might  have  been  passed  without  a 
word  of  debate.  It  was  not  by  its  friends  tbii  uj 
allusion  or  unnecessary  introdae(to&  ot  Jndfe 
Hall^  conduct  bad  been  brought  op.  Tbcf  bij 
been  forced  into  the  question  of  its  propriety;  Im 
they  were,  and  s(ill  are,  satisfied  to  have  tbi  bill 
in  a  form  eo  .«implc  as  (o  make  no  mentioa  vbu* 
ever  of  (he  Judge.  All  they  wan(  is  (o  do&ii  tet 
of  even-handed  justice  towards  General  Jacksn, 
such  as  bad  always  been  extended  (o  other  c(6eef< 
in  the  publie  service,  under  similar  ciretiDStams. 

Mr.  MILLBR  addressed  the  Senate  for  abootu 
hour  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  whether  smeDdd  or 
not.  He  contt  nded  that  there  was  no  necessity  let 
it,  growing  out  of  the  case  itself  intriasieilly,  b^ 
cause,  on  the  ground  taken  by  the  friends  of  tbe 
original  bill,  no  proof  bad  been  produced,  or  cotitd 
be  produced,  (hat  the  fine  was  eiiher  iltegiily  cr 
unconstitutionally  imposed  ;  and,  on  the  frcund 
taken  by  (he  amendment,  it  would  be  eniiiely  u 
inadeqsa'e  remuneration  for  Gen.  Jacksoa'j nib- 
tary  services  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  M  (ben  pr< ceeded  to  stae  the  cireu- 
staooes  under  which  the  fioe  had  been  impoHd, 
with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  was  for  a  emm^ 
of  court,  in  re5i^(iog  the  authority  of  lite  wrii 
of  hi^ai  eorpH$t  and  suspending  the  cirii  foDC> 
lions  of  the  law,  by  an  uncottstiiutioBal  aad  arbi* 
irary  exercise  cf  military  power.  He  ccntcoded 
(bat  General  Jackson  himself  claimed  the  reston- 
tion  of  ibis  fine,  on  the  bold  and  open  grounds  ib»i 
the  judgment  of  ihe  court^was  iDiqoitoiis  aad  on- 
lawful.  He  referred  to  hi^  letter  cf  ihe  1st  of  An- 
gust,  1843,  addressed  to  Jacob  Gibsoti,  ia  proof  o( 
(his;  and  contended  (bat,  if  (he  friends  o(  Geaml 
Jackson  could  not  now  show  (ha(  the  course  taken 
by  Judge  Hall  was  iniquitous  and  unlawfol, ilx 
claim  must  fall  to  the  ground.^ That  ibey  ccold obe 
do  this,  wasihe  poriiion  be  assumed;  and  iu'Oppool 
of  (he  assumption,  he  referred  to  the  history  of  thrt 
constitution,  of  martial  1aw,(  which  hcconsideiedBB- 
definable,  unless  by  negation,)  and  to  the  history 
of  Ihe  writ  of  habeai  carpus,  from  (he  act  defining 
its  powers  in  (he  reign  of  Charles  II.  dswa  to  ibe 
pre$^rnt  day. 

He  maintained  ihat  it  was  not  either  jostice  cr 
generosity;  for,  as  (o  the  t  nr,  ihe  law  had  been tk« 
offended  party;  and  as  to  the  other,  ihesnm  vtfioo 
ins  gnificant,  that  stirred  up  this  question  after  a  re* 
pose  of  cight-and-tweniy  years.  It  wa?,  he  «■• 
tended,  a  mere  movement  at  a  critical  tiiae, 
(o  make  poiiiical  capital  out  of  the  sye* 
jathie>j  of  a  grateful  people,  for  a  mfritoiicn 
military  cfli-jer  whose  glory  was  even  P 
thouftbt  capable  of  ligh'ing  his  successcr  to  ibe 
Presidency  once  mote  to  the  seat  from  whtch  w 
had  defc^nded.  This  be  thought  could  accoMt 
for  the  excitement  got  up  at  8ta(c  LpgislainrestUJ- 
ducii)g  them  to  instruct  (heir  Senators  and  RrptJ" 
sentaMvps  in  Congress  to  advocate  this  bill.  It 
could  account  for  the  petitions  poured  iniflC**' 
gress  day  after  day  on  ttit  6abjec^  asd  for  thi 
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noise  made  aboQi  il  abroad  amiDg  the  people.  He 
denied  ibat  it  was  any  siaia  on  Grceral  Jack»OQ*s 
fair  fame,  iba(  the  record cf  ibisfifie  should  be  pre- 
served. On  the  coQtrary,  he  coutended  that  it  was 
OQc  ot  ihe  brigbiest  oroameDis  in  ibe  page  «f  bis 
b'slory,  that  be  had  bowed  to  ihe  sQpremacy  of 
the  law  and  the  Constitution,  and  paid  this  fine 
in  atonement  for  the  wound  be  had  inflicted  on 
both. 

If  it  iHid  been  either  a  pecuaiary  grievaoce,  or 
a  Ubt  apon  the  escutcheon  of  bis  natne,  why  did 
his  frienda,  while  eo  long  in  power-— why  did  the 
the  Congresses  fre»4i  in  tbn  rrcolleciion  of  the 
traasaction— why  did  the  Van^aren  administra- 
tion, keen  to  catch  at  anytbicg  to  do  justice  lo, 
or  gratify,  the  nilitary  chieftain  who  appointed 
the  SKCcession — nrgUct  the  duty  which  now  has 
sprang  up  so  buddenly,  and  appears  bo  uigeai? 
Why  let  ibis  act  of  duty  bleep  fur  a  quarter  ol  a 
centnryl  It  was  because  ihey  had  no  conviction 
(bat  it  was  necessary,  cither  in  support  of  General 
Jaek^on's  character,  or  of  their  own  continnation 
in  power.  Bat  new  there  was  a  ^eces^ity  to  catch 
at  everything  calcalaied  to  have  a  bearing  on  the 
presidential  election  of  1644.  It  was  for  this  th^t  it 
was  now  propo&ed  te  take  back  the  hero  of  New 
Orleans  to  the  scene  of  bis  piilitary  glory,  with  all 
Congress  at  his  heels,  and  sanction,  by  an  official 
act  of  national  legislation,  an  outrage  on  the  Con- 
stitation  and  the  laws  of  the  country— and  that,  too, 
over  the  grave  ot  Dominic  Hall,  who  had  failh- 
fully  difcharged  his  duties:,  and  left  the  only  monu- 
ment the  eonnirj  had  to  appeal  to  of  an  inde- 
pendent judge  braving  an  aibitrary  power  such  as 
be  had  to  contend  with.  He  should  tote  againu 
(he  bill  in  any  form. 

Mr.  McRO  BERTS  sal  1  he  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised that  this  question  should  be  considered  in 
any  way  connected  with  politico;  and  that  the  State 
Legislatures  were  pouring  in  instructions,  with  a 
view  to  control  the  votes  of  Senators  in  relation  to 
this  sobject,  for  political  purposes. 

They  had  bren  asked.  Why  tbs  nccej^sity  for 
acting  upon  it  now?  What  n«^w  motive  bad 
prompted  the  mea^'U  el  He  wcuid  tell  the  Senate. 
It  ivas  because  it  must  be  acted  upon  at  an  early 
perKd,  if  it  was  to  be  done  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
distinguished  man  who  wa^  ihe  subject  of  it.  It  was 
for  the  purpose  of  letting  him  see  and  read  upon 
the  statQte-book  of  this  country  that  the  fine  had 
been  re&tored  to  him,  that  its  passage  was  asked  for 
now. 

But  why  was  it  that  so  much  excitement  had 
sprung  up  in  the  country  within  the  la^t  six  months 
apon  this  subject?  Why  was  it  the  Ijegislalurea  of 
the  Stales  had  interfered?  It  was  because  of  your 
refo^l  at  the  last  seesion  of  Congress  to  render  this 
act  of  jastice;  to  restore  the  fine  which  had  been 
unjustly  imposed,  and  which  this  nation,  he  would 
venture  to  assert,  would,  at  no  distant  day,  restore. 
And  he  wonld  say  foriher,  that,  if  Senators  wonld 
bat  do  ihat  which  it  waaiobligatory  upon  (hem  to 
do,  ihe  act  would  be  passed  (his  very  day.  He  re- 
joiced to  find  that  they  had  now  a  new  view  of  (he 
sabject.  They  had  not  only  an  avowal  that  (he 
act  of  Qeneral  Jackson  was  an  outrage,  but  they 
had  the  avowal  from  the  gentleman  on  the  other 
side,  that  the  money  should  never  befreiamed, 
either  with  or  without  the  declaration  that  it  was 
considered  an  outrage  by  the  Senate;  for  he  was 
always  glad  to  see  a  man  come  out  ^Idly  and  de- 
clare his  opinions:  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  had  done  so  on  this  occasion.  He  declared 
himself  against  the  restoration  of  the  fine  on  any 
terms;  and  (hat  he  was  against  it  because  of  his 
g^reat  reverence  for  the  Constitution,  and  his  anx- 
iety that  It  should  be  preserved  unimpaired.  This 
might  be  very  good  reasoning  (o  satisfy  the  honor- 
able gentleman;  but  what  were  they  to  infer  from 
all  ihisi  That  General  Jackson  was  to  be  regard- 
ed a«  being  adverse  to  (he  preservation  of  (he  Con- 
stitution? Had  he  no  patiiotismi  Had  be  no 
Jove  for  the  institutions  of  his  country)  What 
other  man  hviog  had  shown  himself  so  staunch  a 
friend  to  both?  Had  be  not  periled  everything  in 
defence  of  thpse  institalions  and  of  that  country? 
No  other  patriot  living  had  ever  performed  such. 
ai^oal  acts  of  patriotism,  and  exhibited  himself  so'' 
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true  a  Iriend  lo  the  ConsiitQiion  nnder  which  we  I 
live.  ' 

They  were  told  that,  if  they  restored  this  money, 
it  would  amount  to  a  damning  reflection  upon  the 
character  of  Judge  Hall.  How,  be  would  ask, 
could  rtie  character  of  the  Judge  be  involved  in  the' 
dcci  ion  of  the  Senate  upon  this  quesion?  He  bad 
called  General  Jackson  before  him,  and  imposed 
the  fine:  the  fine  was  paid;  and,  by  its  payment,  the 
offence  was  atoned  for.  Was  it  not?  The  man- 
dale  of  the  court  had  been  obeyed.  Where,  then, 
was  there  cause  of  complaint?  No;  it  was  not 
tbi^.  The  reputation  of  Judge  Hall  was  not  im* 
plicated;  ibere  was  some  other  reason  l>y  which 
gentlemen  were  actuated.  As  for  the  alleged  con- 
tempt of  coari,  he  would  .say  a  few  wotd$  upon 
that  point.  What  was  meant  by  a  coatempt  of 
cour  ?  It  would  be  recollected  that  a  judge  of  a 
di  tiict  court  bad  been  impeached  before  this  body 
some  years  ago,  for  acting  in  his  own  case,  (and, 
by-tbe-way,  though  he  was  not  cashitred,  he  nar- 
rowly escaped — there  being  mere  than  twcn 
ty  votes  in  favor  of  his  condemnation,)  and 
the  subject  having  bven  in  this  WAy  brought 
to  the  ai^emion  of  ibe  Senate,  a  law  was  passed  de- 
claring what  the  law  shovild  be  in  reference  to  con- 
tempt; and  the  principles  of  the  common  law  upon 
that  subject  were  embodied  in  tlie  act.  What  was 
considered  acontemptof  count  It  was  some  act 
done  in  the  prcseiiceof  ihe  court — some  act  which 
re flec'ed  direcily  upon  ihe  court  av  a  court.  Was 
it  pretended  (bar  such'  was  the  esse  here?  Judge 
Hall  himself  admitted  that  nocouit  was  held  from 
the  lime  martial  law  was  declared  until  the  army 
was  disbanded  It  could  have  been,  therefore^  no 
contempt  of  court;  and  if  ii  were  held  that  Judge 
Hall  could  punish  for  a  mere  contempt  of  his  per- 
son, he  must  be  permitted  to  say  it  was  a  new  doc- 
trine. No  such  cafe  had  ever  occurred.  He 
would  challenge  any  man  lo  produce  an  adjudica- 
ted  care  ot  the  kind.  General  Jackron  might,  he 
would  admit,  have  been  prosecuted  ia  a  civil  ac- 
tion; but  he  could  not  be  punished  for  a  contempt 
of  court. 

Mr.  McR.  then  referred  to  the  record  of  the 
court,  to  show  that  no  contempt  of  court  had  ever 
been  alleged  by  Judge  Hall  hihiself.  He  was  ai 
a  loss  to  know  how  it  cotild  be  contended  that  a 
naiiitary  commandant  was  not  the  absolute  master 
of  his  camp.  True,  there  was  nothing  expressed 
in  the  Constitution  or  the  laws  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  But  (he  very  power  to  declare  war,  it 
seemed  to  him,  carried  with  it  necessarily  the 
pv>wer  of  the  General  to  command  his  own  camp; 
and  (be  General  must  be  himself  the  judge  as  to 
the  limits  of  hi5  camp. 

Suppose  Judge  Hall  had  gone  into  the  camp,  and 
commenced  x^rresting  his  soldiers:  why,  a  propo- 
sition involving  consequences  like  these  would 
make  the  matter  too  ridiculous  for  argument.  Mr. 
McR.  then  alluded  to  tbe  case  of  Matthew  Lyon, 
who  had  done  some  act  for  which  he  was  fined 
|1,000,  and  imprisoned  for  six  momb^;  and  Con- 
gress afterwards  restoied  the  money  to  his  heirs, 
without  any  allegation  or  reflection  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  judge  who  impored  the  fine.  Nor  was 
that  the  only  parallel  ca^e;  there  were  the  cases  of 
Hampton,  Purdy,  Wilkinson,  and  Brown;  in  all 
of  which  the  juries  bad  given  heavy  damages. 
And  the  money  had  been  restored,  without  any  re- 
flection upon  the  character  of  the  judges  or  the 
juries.  These  men  acted  as  much  in  violation  of 
law  as  General  Jackson  did;  and  some  of  them 
acted  far  more  severely,  lor  they  put  tbe  men 
whom  they  arrested  in  irons;  whereas  Geoeral 
Jacks'on  had  merely  ordered  the  Judge  out  of  his 
encampment^and  very  properh;  and  for  this  he 
wad  fined  $1,000;  and,  in  point  of  priuciple,  there 
could  be  no  difference  whether  the  money  was 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  ibe  United  States,  or 
whether  it  went  into  the  pccket  of  (he  prosecutor. 
And  «  as  it  possible  ibat,wbile  the  Government  had, 
in  all  other  cases,  restored  the  money  unccndition- 
ally,  when  they-came  to  tbe  case  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son he  could  cbtain  the  restoration  of  his 
money  only  by  taking  an  insult?  Thank  God, 
(.^aid  Mr.  McR.)  he  will  not  accept  it  upon  such 
terms. 

One  word  more.     Judge  Hall  was  present  when 


martial  law  was  declared;  and  what  did  he  do  upon 
that  occasion?  He  exclaimed,  **Now  the  couDlry 
will  be  saved;  wiihout  this,  ii  would  be  lost."  He 
approved  (he  act^nay,  even  couns  lied  it.  He 
desired  ihat  the  bill  should  pass  the -Senate,  and 
the  money  be  restored  unconditionally;  but,  unless 
it  could  be  passed  as  offered,  and  withont  amend- 
ment, he  would  be  compelled  again  to  vole  against 
it,  because  he  would  not  consent  to  convey  an  in- 
sult to  the  venerated  hero,  which  the  amendment 
contemplated.  And  he  wonld  venture  to  predict 
(hat,  if  it  were  refased  ai  this  session,  it  would  not 
be  at  the  Ides  of  March  in  another  session  that  it 
wonld  be  passed,  but  at  (he  earliest  moment  of  the 
assembling  of  Congress. 

Mr.  LINN,  after  a  short  explanation  between 
him  and  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Mil- 
uea]  as  to  his  alluaio'n  to  ^'political  objecia**  in 
bringing  forward  (bis  bill,  (which  Mr.  L.  utterly 
repelled,)  referred  to  the  following  extract  from 
Mr.  Jefl'erson's  letter  to  John  B.  Colvin,  esq.,  as 
a  ju4p»uicn  of  tbe  principles  on  which  General 
Jackson  acted  at  New  Or  leans;  it  was  in  relation 
to  General  Wilkinson's  case: 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  J^erson  to  John  B.  CoMn^ 

Eoquirt, 

"To  proceed  to  the  coMpiracy  of  Burr,  aod  ijartieuliurly  to 
General  Wilkinson's  fltuatton  in  New  Orleane.  In  judging 
tbis  caM,  we  are  bound  lo  consider  the  elate  of  the  informaiion. 
corral  and  incorrect,  wbich  he  then  powe— cd.  He  expected 
Burr  and  his  band  from  above,  a  BriUsh  fleet  from  below,  iud 
he  Imew  there  was  a  rormidable  conspiracy  within  the  pity. 
Under  these  circumstances,  was  he  Justifiable,  1st.  In  seising 
notorious  conspirators.  On  this  there  can  l>e  but  two  opioloosi- 
one,  of  the  guilty  and  their  accomplices;  the  other,  that  of  all 
honest  men.  2d.  Sending  them  to  the  seat  of  government, 
when  the  written  law  gave  them  a  right  to  trial  in  the  Tern* 
toryl  The  danger  of  their  rescue^  of  continuing  the  machina- 
tions; the  tardiness  and  weakness  of  the  law;  apathy  of  the 
judges;  active  patronage  of  the  whole  tribe  of  lawyers;  unknown 
dispositions  or  the  juries;  an  hourly  expeotatlon  of  ihe  enemy; 
salvation  of  tbe  city,  and  of  the  Union  itself,  which  would  have 
been  convulsed  to  its  centre,  had  that  conspiracy  succeeded— all 
these  coostituleil  a  law  of  necessity  and  self-preservation,  and 
rendered  the  a{dU8  poputf  supreme  over  the  written  law.  The 
officer  who  is  called  to  act  on  this  superior  ground,  doee  indeed 
risk  himself  on  the  justice  of  the  controlling  powers  of  the  Con< 
stitution,  and  his  station  makee  it  his  duly  to  incur  that  risk*. 
Bui  those  controlling  powers^  and  his  fellow -cltiseris  generally, 
are  bound  to  jud^  according  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
be  acted.  They  are  not  to  transfer  the  information  of  this  place, 
or  momem.  to  the  time  and  place  of  this  action;  but  to  put  them* 
selves  into  his  aiiualion.  we  know  here  that  there  never  was 
danger  of  a  British  fleet  from  below,  and  that  Burr's  band  was 
crushed  before  it  reached  the  Mississippi.  But  General  Wil- 
klnsoo's  information  was  very  different,  aud  he  could  acton  no 
.  other. 

"From  these  examples  and  principles  you  may  see  what  I 
think  on  the  question  proposed.  They  do  not  go  to  the  £aae  of 
persone  charf^ed  with  petty  duties,  where  consequences  are 
trifling,  and  ume  allowed  for  a  legal  course,  nor  to  authorise 
them  to  take  such  cases  out  of  the  written  law.  In  ibcsetheex* 
ample  of  overleaping  the  law  is  of  greater  evil  than  a  strict  ad* 
tierenca  to'  its  imperfect  provisions.  It  is  incumbent  ontboae 
only  who  accept  of  great  charges,  to  risk  themselves  on  great 
occasions,  when  the  si^ety  of  tne  nation  or  some  of  its  very 
high  interests  are  at  stake.  A  n  oflker  ia  bound  to  obey  orders; 
yet  he  would  bo  a  bad  one  who  should  do  it  in  cases  for  which 
they  were  not  intended,  and  which  involved  the  most  important 
consequeBces.  The  line  of  discrimination  between  cases  may 
be  difliculi,  but  the  good  officer  is  bound  to  draw  it  at  his  own 
peril,  and  ihrow  himself  oo  tbe  justice  of  his  country  and  the 
rectitude  of  his  motives."  « 

Having  thua  shown  that  the  law  of  necessity 
juatififcd  the  declaration  of  martial  law,  be  would 
now  aak  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  if  be  bad 
been  placed  in  the  aaihe  circumatances  in  which 
General  Jackson  was  placed,  wonld  he  have  acted 
as  General  Jackson  did? 

Mr.  MILLER  said  that,  without  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  everj  circumstance,  he  could  not— 

Mr.  LINN  did  not  want  a  conditional  answer. 
He  merely  required  a  definite  reply,  one  way  or 
other;  for  particular  circumstaoces  did  not  alter 
the  actual  fact  of  declaring  martial  law. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  would  not  hare  acted  as 
General  Jackson  dtd. 

Mr.  LINN  said  that  waa  a  definite  answer. 
It  could  only  be  accounted  for  by  tbe  lawyer-like 
way  ia  which  profes&ional  gentlemen  view  ques- 
tions of  mere  a^^siract  principles.  It  amounted  to 
this:  that  tbe  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  with  his  ci- 
vilian notions,  sooner  than  yield  ibem  wouki  6offer  a 
foreign  enemy  to  overrun  tbe  country,  and  destroy 
the  very  Constitation  itself,  than  suspend  that  Con- 
stitution for  a  moment,  thai  tbe  enemy  might  be 
expelled,  and  both  country  and  constitution  be  pre- 
served. 

He  did  not,  in  saying  this,  impute  anj thing  per- 
sonally disrespectful  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey; be  only  meant  lo  illustrate  that  this  was  nq^ 
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a  sabject  which  coald  be  adjudged  by  mere  techni- 
cal roles  of  law.  It  should  be  taken  on  the  broad 
principles  of  patriotism  and  national  honor.  The 
Senator  says  that  if  be  had  been  in  Qeneral  Jack- 
son's place,  he  would  not  have  declared  martial 
law.  Bnt  if,  in  consequence  of  that  resolution, 
New  Orleans  k)ecame  the  prey  of  a  foreign  enemy 
with  a  formidable  force,  fresh  with  the  flash  of  vic- 
tory from  another  continent,  bow  ii  on  id  he.  stand 
jastified  before  his  conscience  and  his  countr}? 
What  excuse  would  it  be  for  him  that  the  dread  of 
the  Constitution  rendered  bis  hands  powerless,  and 
prostrated  those  energies  which  bad  been  conferred 
,  on  him  for  the  protection  of  his  country? 

Mr.  L.  then  reviewed  the  conduct  of  Judge  Hall 
in  flying  from  the  city,^  instead  of  remaining  to  ful- 
fil his  duties  at  the  most  cii'ioal  period  of  the  inva- 
sion, and  returning  to  if  only  when  in  his  power  to 
do  mischief.  He  further  reviewed  the  circumstan- . 
cea  which  jastified  General  Jackson,  and  concluded 
by  invoking  Senators  to  sufl'er  the  bill  to  pal's  in  its 
original  form,  as  they  must  know  that  in  i^^tber 
shape  could  it  be  accepted  by  either  Gener^Pack- 
aon^i  friends  orhimself. 

Mr.  BAGBY  remarked,  it  would  be  recollected 
that,  when  this  question  was  up  last  session,  he 
had  refrained  from  entering  into  the  div^cussion. 
He  had  two  reasons  for  thus  acting;  one  was,  be- 
cause he  was  satisfied  then,  as  now,  that  there  were 
gentlemen  m  that  body  more  competent  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  question  than  he  was;  and  the  other, 
that  the  position  he  then  occupied  was  different 
from  his  present  position.  He  bad  made  it  a  role 
in  life  never,  in  any  case,  or  on  any  occasion,  or 
under  any  circumstances,  to  avail  himself  of  the 
popularity  of  others — no  matter  how  dearly  earned 
or  deserved  that  popularily — to  advance  his  own 
interests.  This  time  he  occupied  a  difiierent  po- 
sition in  regard  to  (his  question — ihe  circumstances 
in  which  be  was  then  placed  no  longer  exist.  He 
could  now  express  his  heartfelt  and  lively  satisfac- 
tion that  an  opportunity  was  afforded  him  of 
supporting  this  measure  of  justice  without  a  pos- 
sibility of  having  his  motives  misunderstood, 
or  misconstrued  into  consideration  of  popular- 
ity. According  to  a  deep  and  solemn  sense  of 
duty,  he  thought  ibe  bill  ought  to  pass— and  pass 
in  the  simple  foim  in  which  it  was  presented 
to  the  Senate  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Linn.]  Whatever  might  be  the  course  of  oiher 
gentlemen  on  this  question,  as  a  matter  of  party 
V  or  policy,  no  such  considerations  would  enter  into 
his  motives,  or  govern  the  vote  he  should  give. 
If  his  voice  could  be  heard,  he  would  ask  gentle- 
meu  on  the  other  side  [Whig  side]  not  lo  make 
this  a  party  question.  The  time  was  almost  at 
that  point  when  the  character  and  services  of  that 
great  man  would  not  be  looked  upon  as  party  prop- 
erty; bnt  when  they  would  be  looked  upon  and  es- 
teemed as  the  property  of  the  whole  people  and 
whole  country.  He  appealed  to  the  Senators  on 
tBe  other  side  to  discard  the  idea  of  party  manage- 
ment and  party  tactics,  in  disponing  of  a  question 
of  this  character;  and  to  act  as  if  ihey  were  called 

upon  to  render  justice — simple  and  exact  justice 

to  a  distinguished  t>eBefactor  of  his  country;  to 
look  upon  it  as  became  every  American  Sen- 
ator, and  every  American  citizen  wiih  a  patri- 
ot heart  in  his  breast.  He  could  tell  Sen- 
ators on  the  other  side,  that*  whatever  might 
be  the  fate  of  that  measure  then,  there  was  a 
time  hastening  when  there  would  be  an  an> 
swer  to  the  principles  involved  in  that  bill — 
the  time  when  the  people  would  be  standing  round 
the  grave  of  ihe  hero,  mourning  his  departure — the 
time  when  the  differences  on  this  question,  unfor- 
tunately engenderedby  differences  of  political  opin- 
ion and  party  rancor,  will  be  entirely  erased,  and 
when  his  acts  will  be  judged  with  impartiality.  He 
did  not  consider  that  the  passage  of  this  bill 
would  add  anything  to  the  fame  of  Gkneral 
Jackson;— no,  nothing;  for,  in  the  language  of 
another  great  man,  (Jefferson,)  he  has  long  since 
*<AIled  the  measure  of  his  country^  glory.'*  Its  pas- 
sage was  not  urged  for  the  purpose  of  adding  an- 
other wreath  to  adorn  the  brow  of  the  patriot  and 
heroy  but  that  justice  should  be  done  him.  Party 
should  not  pollute  his  motives  in  voting  for  this 
bill}  for  if  the  justice  asked  was  for  the  veriest 


Whig  that  ever  adorned  or  in|ored  the  country,  he  ' 
would  view  this  case  as  he  now  viewed  it— he 
would  pursue  the  same  course  as  he  was  about  to 
pursu3  on  the  present  occasion.  He  could  not  find 
itia  jis  heart  to  withhold  from  this  aged,  venera- 
ble, and  revered  man,  whether  Whig  or  Democrat, 
any  act  of  bis  which  would  be  at  all  Instrumental 
in  smoothing  the  declining  path  of  him  whose  sun 
toon  must  set. 

He  again  called  upon  the  Whies  to  discard  those 
narrow  and  unworthy  views  of  this  question.  He 
af^ain  repeated,  that  General  Jackson  did  not  stand 
in  need  of  this  measure  to  add  to  his  fame,  for 
the  me;isure  of  his  fame  was  full  to  overflowing. 

Mr.  B.  after  making  many  beautiful  allusions  to 
the  character  and  services  of  Gen.  Jackson,  asked 
Senators  on  the  other  side  to  discard  party  con- 
siderations in  voting  on  this  question,  or  to  come 
up  and  say  whether  they  would  leave  to  rankle 
and  fester  in  the  heart  of  this  aged  and  venerable 
hero,  lo  disturb  his  last  moments,  the  memory  of 
the  injustice  done  him. 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  obtained  the  floor, 
and  wished  to  speak  before  the  question  was  taken; 
but  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  MORBHEAD,  on  whose  motion 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRESBNTATIYES. 
Fhidat,  February  17, 1843. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  presented  the  memorial  of  91 
farmers  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  asking  Con- 
gress to  equalize  the  tariff,  and  ia  just  reference  to 
their  staples  of  wool  and  hides. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  69  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Alfo,  the  memorial  of  33  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  61  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  Slate,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  60  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  37  farmers,  of  the  same 
county  and  State,  upon  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  KEIM  presented  the  petition  of  George  R. 
McFarlane  and  thirty-seven  others,  of  HoUidays- 
borg,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  relieve 
Amos  Kendall,  late  Postmaster  General:  referred. 

Mr.  WARD  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
Lyon  and  others',  praying  Congress  to  adopt  meas- 
ures fur  removina  obstructions  from  By  rum  river. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
of  inquiry.    It  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

lUMolvtd^  That  the  Commillee  od  Indian  Affkiia  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  appropriaiing  a  sum  or  money  sufficient  to 
pay  the  Cherokee  Indiana  in  North  Carolina  fTir  spoliations 
comroitted  on  their  property  by  Government  agents,  and  others, 
between  the  23d  day  or  May,  1838,  (the  time  fixed  for  removal 
by  the  treaty  or  1836,)  and  the  time  when  the  said  Indians  actu* 
ally  removed  weet  of  the  Hlssinippi  river. 

Mr.  LITTLEFIELD  of  Maine  presented  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  relation 
to  the  military  academy  at  West  Point,  against  any 
lurther  appropriation  for  the  support  of  i hat  insti- 
tution; and,  also,  in  relation  to  an  alteration  in  the 
laws  regulating  the  Post  Office  Department;  which, 
on  his  motion,  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARNARD  rose,  and  inquired  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  go  into  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  BARNABD  expressed  his  intention  to  move 
that  the  House  go  into  committee  after  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  asked  leave  to  report  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  with  a  view  to 
have  it  printed. 

Objection  was  made  by  Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS. 

THE  STATE  DEBTS. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  claimed  the  floor 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  J.  R.  iNGxaaoLL]  to  print  10,000  extra 
copies  of  the  majority  and  minority  reports  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  propo- 
sition to  issue  |900,000»000  Qovemment  stock  to 
the  States. 

Various  points  of  order  were  raised,  all  ques- 


tioning the  right  of  thid  subject  to  takcweeSta. 
of  all  others  during  the  morniag  hour  and  Ik 
cussed  by  Messrs.  FILLMORE. SMFlHof  ^ 
ginia,  BRiaaS.  WELLER,  and  J.  R.  ihq^ 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  all  cbjeciion.  im 
gave  the  floor  to  the  gentleman  from  IfanLuMi 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON  ihea  adSJ^ed 
the  House  up  to  the  conclusion  of  his  hour  in 
commenting  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  uj 
advocating  his  project  for  the  issue  of  i«e  hindied 
millions  of  Qovemment  stock. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  the  orders  of  fte 
day. 

Seversl  gentlelhen  endeavored  to  get  the  floor 
on  the  subject  which  had  been  diseussed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland^  but  the  Speaker  deci. 
ded  that  the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  a  resolatioa  to  ter. 
minate  debate  at  half-past  3  o^clock  in  Gommjuee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Seiiiieto 
the  army  appropriation  bill;  and  on  thii  la 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  there  was  any  spcciil 
order  for  to-day. 

The  SPEAKER^S  reply  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  wonld  mote  to  go  into  Goa- 
mitt*e  of  the  Whole  on  the  ttate  of  the  Uaioo^ 

The  SPEAKER  interrupted  him,  and  reoiAdtd 
th^  gentleman  from  Virginia  that,  the  previos 
question  was  pending. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  UH* 
DERWOOD,  the  SPEAKER,  Mr.  OlDDUiOS, 
and  others  took  part;  the  previous  question  vu  tin 
seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  Hoose  renlfe 
it7elf  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  TOUNQ  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Net 
York  would  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  on  i 
private  bill  (whose  title  was  not  staled)  which  wii 
on  the  Speaker's  table,  aod  on  which  the  prerion 
question  had  been  moved. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  could  not  consent,  now  thit 
the  lime  was  limiitd  on  the  army  appropriatioB 
bill. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  should  renew  his  motion  to 
take  up  the  exchequer  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  begged  the  gentleman  fna 
Virginia  to  allow  the  army  bill  to  be  first  dispoad 
of,  as  only  two  hours  remained  for  its  diseasaoo. 

After  some  other  conversation,  the  Honse  i» 
solved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  ooihe 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  A.  H.  H.  Stuait  io  the 
cbair,)  and  took  up  the  army  appropriation  bill. 

The  pending  question  was  on  theaffleodmentof 
the  Senate,  appropriating  |50,000  for  the  iinprof» 
ment  of  the  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Missonri,  aod 
Ohio  rivers,  during  the  half  calendar  year  endiof 
June  30th,  1843,  and  f  100,000  for  the  impTOYe- 
ment  of  the  said  rivers  daring  the  fiscal  year  end* 
ing  June  30th,  1844.      • 

After  an  ineffectnar  attempt  by  Mr.  WISE  (o 
have  the  bill  set  aside,  for  the  purpose  of  takiog  vp 
the  exchequer, 

Mr.  WELLER  addressed  the  Hoose  at  consid- 
erable length  in  favor  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  moved  the  follovio| 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate: 

For  continuing  the  improvements  of  the  baiiior  of  Chjun 
llhnoifl,  for  tl|§Mld  half  calendar  .Tear,  twenty  thmMUdn^ 
iars;  and  for  the  aaiU  fiscal  year,  eixty  thonfland  dollan. 

For  coniinuiug  the  improyemeDta  of  thetiarlxir  of  Cieitkad^ 
Ohio,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  twenty  thouaod  dalfaft 
aod  for  the  aaid  fiscal  year,  forty  thovaand  dollan. 

For  completing  the  improvemeota  of  the  harbor  of  Giii> 
Pennsylvania,  for  theaaid  naif  calendar  year,  tea  Uioa«i4M> 
Iars;  and  for  the  said  Aecai  year,  twenty  thousand  doiiva 

For  continuing  the  improvements  of  the  harlwr  of  BilMo, 
New  York,  for  ine  said  fiscal  year,  twenty  thoinaodd«ibii 

For  continuing  the  improvements  of  the  harbor  at  die  ofl«A 
of  Genesee  river,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  vmtxxj  tto 
and  dollars;  and  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  twenty-seveD  ihooMK 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  forty-two  ceois. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  at  C^wego,  New  for^  ti 
the  said  fiscal  vear,  twenty -seven  thousand  one  huodred  vi 
seventy <six  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents. 

For  compleilog  the  breakwater  at  Boriiagtoo,  Vermou.  it 
the  said  half  calendar  year,  twenty  thouMod  dollin,*  lod  ftr 
the  said  fiscal  year,  thirty  thouaana  dollara. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navication  of  ilil 
I  Hudson  river,  above  and  below  Albany,  in  (he  Stais  of  Nnt 
\  York,  one  hundred  thouatod  dollan,  tooeexpeoded  accoiAl 
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to  the  plan  and  estimBtO'  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  J 

For  contlDuing  the  breakwater  at  Plattaburg,  New  York,  for 
the  mid  half  calendar  year,  fifteen  thousand  dollans  and  for  the 
laid  fiMal  year,  tweniy-fiye  thousand  dollars. 

For  repaus  of  pier,  and  preaervadon  of  harbor  of  New  Castle, 
Delaware,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  ten  thousand  dollars; 
and  for  the  said  fiscal  vear,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continoation  of  the  Delaware  breakwater,  for  the  said 
half  calendar  year,  filly  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  said  fis- 
cal year,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  improirements  of  Cape  Fear  rlyer,  below 
Wilnuogton,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  ten  thousand  dol- 
lar*; and  for  tlie  said  fiscal  year,  tliirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  inprovinc  the  navigation  of  Savannah  river,  Georgia, 
for  the  laid  halrcalen^  year,  fourteen  thousand  dollars^  and 
for  the  said  fiscal  year,  twenty  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  removal  of  the  obstructions  at  the  month  of  Suwannee 
tivei,  Florida,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year,  ten  thousand  dol. 
lare;  and  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  twenty  thoftaand  dollars. 

For  removal  of  the  obstructions  to  the  channel  of  Mobile 
harbor  and  bay,  for  the  said  lialf  calendar  vear,  twelve  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars;  and  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  preservation,  repairs,  and  gradual  completion  of  the 
harbors  on  the  lakes,  other  than  those  enameiated,  for  the  said 
fiscal  year,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
For  conthining  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  for  the  said 
half  calendar  year,  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  said  fis- 
cal year,  fifty  thpuaand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  Indiana,  for  the  said 
half  calendar  year,  aeverity-five  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the 
said  fiscal  year,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  Illinois  for  the  said 
half  calendar  yea)-,  sevcnty.five  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the 
said  fiscal  year,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearagios  due  for  expenses  incurred  in  making  a  sur- 
vey and  estimate  for  the  location  of  the  Cumberland  road  from 
Vandalia,  Illinois,  to  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  as  required  by 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  January  thirty,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  for  the  said  fiscal  year,  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  eighty  one 
cents. 

Mr.  MALLORY  raised  a  question  %t  order;  and 
contended  that  the  amendment  (which  is  a  trans- 
cript ot  the  **harbor  bill")  cuald  not  be  entertained 
in  eonnexion  with  this  bill. 

Mr.  SPRIGG  requested  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Thompson]  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  RICHARD  W.  THOMPSON  then  ad- 
dressed the  committee  up  to  the  expiration  of  bis 
boar,  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SPRIGG  took  the  floor  at  2  o'clock,  and 
addres&ed  the  committee  for  half  an  boar  against 
the  ameodment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  THOMPSovf]  and  against  large  appropriations 
generally;  bat  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  some 
measures  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Western  wa- 
ters. 

Mr.  RICHARD  W.  THOMPSON  then  modi- 
^ed  his  amendment,  by  adding  a  proviso  that 
$25,000  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Slates  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  be  applied  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river,  at  Wheeling. 

Mr.  BROCKWAY  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Mr..R.  W.  Thompson,  by  subsii- 
tating  for  it  the  harbor  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  contended  that  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Bsockwit  was  not  in  order. 
Tbe  amendment  of  the  Senate  conld  be  amended , 
t>at  no  two  amendments  coald  be  offeRd  at  the 
same  time. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment  of  the 
iKeiiaie  was  in  the  nature  of  an  original  proposition; 
ind,  therefore,  a  motion  to  amend  it  conld  be 
kmeaded. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Brock- 
r  AT^  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected — ayes  45, 
loes  97. 

Mr.  HOWARD  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
imendment,  making  appropriations  for  the  im- 
irovemeni  of  the  river  Raisin,  Lake  St.  Clair,  and 
>tber  rivers  in  Michigan;  rejected. 

Mr.  BOTTS  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
imendment,  appropriating  |50,000  lor  improving 
he  navigation  of  the  James  river,  below  Rieh- 
nond:  rejected. 

Mr.  TIIXINGHAST  offered  an  amendment  to 
he  amendment,  appropriating  |10,000  for  the  im- 
rovement  of  the  navigation  of  Providence  river: 
?jected. 

Mr.  SALTONSTALL  offered  an  amendment 
>  ibe  amendment  appropriating,  |10,000  for  the 
reakwater  at  Sandy  Ba^,  Massachusetts:  re- 
efed* 


Mr.  MALLORY  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendfpent,  appropriating  (30,000  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  locks  at  tbe  northern  termination  ot  the 
Dismal  Swamp  Canal:  rejected. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  (80,000  for  tbe  marine 
hospitals  on  the  Wps'em  water?:  rejected. 

Mr.  GOODE  of  Ohio  o^ered  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  appropriating  $70,000  tor  removing 
the  bar  and  other  obaiructionF  in  the  Maumee 
rivei:  rejected. 

Mr.  FESSENDEN  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  $30,000  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the  breakwater  ai  Portland,  Maine:  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticut  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  appropriating 
$30,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Thames  river: 
rejected. 

Mr.  TOLAND  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  $10,000  for  the  repair  of 
the  piers  at  Reedy  Island,  on  tbe  Delaware:  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  CROSS  offered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  amendment: 

For  compI«ting  ihe  military  road  from  Memphis,  in  tbe  State 
of  Tennesaee,  weatwardly,  passing  through  tbe  State  of  Ar* 
kansas)  to  the  frontier  of  said  State.    [Amount  not  stated. ) 

This  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  BLAIR  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, appropriating  $5,000  for  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  of  Whitehall,  New  York:  rejected. 

Mr.  YORKE  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment appropriating  $5,000  for  the  improvement 
of river:  rejected, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  appropriating  $5,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Beverly, 
Massachctsetts:  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  R.  W. 
Thompsoi^s  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  and  it  was  rejected — ayes  61,  noes,  96. 

Tbe  question  then  recurred  on  the  qiiestion  of 
concurrence  with  the  amendment  of  (be  Senate; 
on  which  tellers  were  demanded,  and  Messrs.  Mil- 
ler and  Moaaxs  were  appointed;  and  they  reported 
93  in  the  affirmative,  and  98  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  committee  concurred  in  the  amendment,  in- 
serting the  words  *Hhe  District  of  Catlumbia"  after 
the  word  "Territories,"  in  tbe  section  which  re- 
quired that  cadets  should  be  re&idents  of  the  dis- 
tries,  Territories,  or  District  of  Columbia,  (rom 
which  they  profes&ed  to  be  appointed. 

Tbe  committee  did  not  concur  in  the  amendment 
which  gave  power  to  appoint  ten  cadets  **at  large;" 
tbe  vote  in  the  affirmative,  as  taken  by  Messrs.  W. 
O.  BuTLBR  and  Cave  Johnson,  telierp,  b^ing  but  40. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  in  the  House  renew- 
ed the  motion  to  amend,  which  he  had  submit'ed 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  on  that  be 
moved  the  previous  question,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  W.  O.  BUTLER  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  raised  a  question  of  or- 
der in  relation  to  tbe  relevancy  of  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  R.  W. 
Thompson  ] 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 
'    After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  MOORE,FILL- 
MORE,  WARREN,  and  others, 

Mr.  PICKENS  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn; 
which  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  seconding  the 
previous  question,  which  was  agreed  to;  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  R.  W.  Thompson,]  and  they  were  or- 
dered; but,  as  adivisloU'Was  called  for,  they  were 
taken  on  the  first  branch  of  the  amendment,  making 
appropiiations  for  various  harbors  and  internal 
improvements.  This  division  comprehends  all  of 
the  amendment,  as  abo?e  printed,  except  (hat  which 


makes  an  approiriaiion  for  continuing  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

The  House  refused  t^  adopt  it — yeas  74,  nays 
132,  as  followi:  ^ 

• 

YEAS— Mesmrs.  Adams,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  «Babcoclr,  Balcer,  Barnard,  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boaid- 
man,  Brewster,  Brijsgs,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Casey,  Childe,  Chli- 
teoden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper, 
Cowen,  Garreit  Davis,  Dean,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Ferris^ 
Fiilmore,A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gates,  Patrick  O.  Goode,6ran- 

fer,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson, Hunt,  James'lrvin,  William  W. 
rwin,  James,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  McKennan,  i^amson 
Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maynard.  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow, 
Oliver,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Ridgway,  Rigga, 
Baitonsiall,  Blade,  Stokely,  Airalton,  J.  T.  Stuart,  Sweney, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tll!inghast,Toland,  Tomlinson,  l^p- 
leu,  Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Waitace,  Edward  D.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winihrap,  Yorke,  and  John  Young 

NAYS-^-Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Barton,  Beeson, 
Bidlack,  Black,  BoUa,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brockway,  Bronson, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke.  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhbun,  John 
Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thos.  J.  Campbell,  Oaru- 
thers.  Chapman,  ClifTord,  Coles,  Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Cranston,  CrsTens,  Cross,  Cushiog,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Doig,  Eastman,  ^ohn  C.  Edwards,  Fessen- 
den,  John  6.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fornance,  Tliomas  F. 
Foster,'C>amble,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  William  O. 
Goode,  Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Gwin,  Hall,  Halsled, 
Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lewis,  Lion,  Litdefield,  LowelL 
Rol)ert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory,  Maxchand,  Alfred 
Marshall,  Thomas  F.  JIUrshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Max- 
well, Medili,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Newhard, 
Osborne,  Owsley,  Payno.  Pickens,  Pope,  pQwelL  Ramsey, 
Alex.  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rancher,  Reynolds,  Rogers, 
Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  J.  M.  Russell^  San  ford,  Saunders, 
Sewell,  Shepperd,  Shields,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Sprigg, 
Steenrod,  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers.  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  JoSik 
B.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trotti,  Trumbull,  Tumey, 
Underwocd,  Ward.  Warren,  Washington,  Watterson,  Weller, 
Westbrook,  Joseph  L.  While,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,' 
and  Wood-132. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  second  division 
of  the  amendment,  which  related  to  the  continna- 
(ion|of  the  Comberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois — Mr.  Thompson  having 
so  modified  it  as  to  exclude  any  a^propiriation  for 
a  bridge  at  Wheeling,  Virginia. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  taken, 
and  this  portion  of  the  amendment  rejected  by  a 
Tote  of — yeas  65,  nays  127,  as  folio wf: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Beeson,  Blair,  Boardman,  Brockwav, 
Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumell,  Calhoun,  Casey,  Childs, 
John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Cravens,  Cross^arreU  Davis,  Dean,  John  Edwards,  Fessen- 
den,  Fillmore,  Patrick  G.  Goode,  Granger,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Hudson,  James  Irvin,  James,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Lane,  McKennan,  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  MediU,  Mor- 
gan,  Morris,  ; Marrow,  Newhard,  Pendleton,  Alex.  Randall, 
Rayner,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  William  Russell,  Salionstall, 
Steenrod,  Stokelv,  John  T.  Stuart.  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Til- 
linghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Tnplttt,  Trumbull,  Van  Rena- 
selaer,  Wallace,  Weller,  Joaeph  L.  White,  Tliomas  W.  Wil. 
Hams,  Winihrop,  and  John  Young— ft6. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Arrincton,  Babcock,  Barton, 
Bidlack,  Birdseve,  Black,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Milton  urown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler, 
WilUam  O.  Butler,  Green  W.  Caldwell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
well, John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell.  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthen,  Chapman,  Chiitenden|  Clifford,  Coles, 
Colquitt,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranston,  Daniel,  Richard  B. 
Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doig,  EastmaD,  John  C.  Edwards, 
Egbert,  Everett,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Flovd,  For- 
nance, A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gatdk, 
Gentry,  Gerry.  Gilmer,  Goggin,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon, 
Graham,  Green,  Gwin,  Ball,  HalstedL  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck, 
Houston,  Howard,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles  J.  TngeraoU,  Jack, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  King,  Lewis,  Lion,  Littlefield, 
Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory,  Marchand,  Al- 
fred Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Mattocks,  Maxwell, 
Maynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Osborne)  Owslay, 
Parmentar,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer.  Pope.  Pow- 
ell, Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reding,  Rencher,  Riggs,  Rogen^ 
James  M.  Russell,  San  ford.  Saunders,  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Blade,  William  Smith,  Snyder,  Spiisg,  Stratton,  Alexander 
H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter,  Taflarerro,  John  B.Thomp- 
son, Jacob  Thompson,  Trotti,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Ward, 
Wairen,  Washington,  Watterson,  Westbrook,  Josaph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Wood,  and  Yorkc-rl27. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Senate,  appro- 
priating $9,000  for  certain  barracks,  waa  concurred 
in;  also  the  amendment  directing  the  survey  of  a 
ship  channel  from  Albemarle  sound  to  the  Atlantic 
ocean. 

Tbe  next  amendment,  appropriating  ^,000  for 
carrying  on  meteorological  observations  at  the  mil- 
itary  posts,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Sur- 
geon General,  came  up  on  the  question  of  concur- 
ring with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  rec" 
ommendation  that  it  be  rejected.  [This  is  for  Pro- 
fessor Ewpy's  scheme.] 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  for,  but  refused. 

Tellers  were  ordered  [Messrs  Civs  Johnson  and 
L.  W.  Andrews,]  who  reported,  (after  much  con* 
fnsiop,  and  a  second  count,)  ayes  91,  noes'lOS* 
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So  the  HoQse  rejected  the  recommendation  of 
the  CommiUee  of  the  Wi\oU;  and,  therefore,  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  is  agreed  to. 

The  next  question  that  came  up  w^*  on  concur- 
ring in  ihe  r«port  of  ihe  committee  rejfs'iog  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  went  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  10  cadets  at  larg«,  and  one 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  addition  to  one 
from  each  congressional  district,  as  provided  for  in 
the  original  bill. 

On  taking  the  question  on  this  amendment,  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in,  and 
consequently  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
negatired. 

The  next  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  appropriating  j|100>000forihe  improvement 
of  the  Ohio,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas 
rivers;  and  the  question  was  put  in  the  form  of 
concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  105,  nays  89,  as 
follows: 

TEA0— Measrs.  Adamt,  LandafT  W.  Andraws,  Balrer,  Barton, 
BeMon,  Boardman,  Borden,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brtges,  Bronson, 
Mltton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  William  O.  Butler,  Calhonn, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Tbomaa  J.  CamplMll,  Caruihere,  Casey, 
CbUds,  Btaley  V.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cratens, 
Cross,  Cusbing,  Oarrett  Daris,  Dawson,  Dean,  John  Edwards, 
John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Ferris,  Fessendeo,  Fillmore,  For- 
nance,  A.  Lawrence  Foster,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Granger,  Green,  Uasanga  Hays,  Henry,  Hudson,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  James  Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin^  Jack,  James,  Isaac 
D.  Jones,  John  P.Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lane,  McKennaUj 
Marchand,  Thomas  F.  Marshall,  Mathint,  Medill,  Miller,  Mitch- 
ell, Moore,  Morrow,  Newhard,  Osboipe,  Owsley,  Parmenter, 
Pearce,  Pei>dleton,  Plumer.  Pope,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexan< 
der  Randall,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  William  Russell,  James  M. 
Rnasell,  Saltonsull,  Slade,  iSprigg,  Stanly,  Btoenrod,  Btokoly, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Slu^irt,  John  T.  Smart,  Summers,  John  B. 
TboonpaoR,  Rictiard  W.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tilling* 
hast,  Toland,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van  Rensaelaer. 
Wallace,  Washinkton,  Waller,  Westbrook,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  While,  Tbomaa  W.  Williams,  and  Wioihrop— 106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arringion, 
Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Bidlack.  Qirdseye,  Black,  Blair,  Brewster, 
Charles  Brown,  Buike.  William  Butler;  Green  W.  Caldwell, 
Patrick  C  Caldwell.  John  Campbell,  Chapman,  Chittenden, 
John  C.  Clark,  Clifford,  Coles,  Colquiti,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Cranston,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Dayis,  Delwrry,  Dolg,  Eastman, 
Everett,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Thomas  F.  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gales,  Gilmer,  Goggln,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon, 
Graham,  Hall,  Habted,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Howard,  Hubard, 
Uuater,  Hunt,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Lewis,  Linn, 
LitUefield.  Robert  McClelian,  McKay. Mallory,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Samson  Mason,  Mattocks,  Harwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether, 
Morgan,  Oliver,  Paitridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  Powell,  Ramsey, 
Randolph,  Reding,  Riggs,  Rogers,  Saimders,  Shepperd,  Snyder, 
Stratton,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Toralinson,  Troiii,  Turney,  War* 
ren,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Wood,  Yorke,  and  John 
Yoawt— 89. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  CommiUee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  here  reported,  on  leave,  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill  for  the  half  calendar 
year  ending  ihe  30(h  June,  1843,  and  the  fijH^al  year 
beginning  on  ihe  It  July,  1843,  and  ending  on  the 
30ih  Jane,  1844;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Honse  then  adjoarned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Satubdit,  February  18,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  jwo  Um,  laid  before  ihe  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, trammiiting  copies  of  accounts  rendered  by 
the  agents  for  disbursements  to  Indiana;  which. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Alto,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  calliog  upon  ihat  depart- 
ment for  information  of  what  was  done  by  it  with 
the  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hos- 
pital at  or  near  Ocracoke  inlet,  transniitting  cor- 
respondence upon  the  subject;  which  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  and  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeeting  of  citizens  of  Unioniown, 
Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  if  sue  of  |200,000,O0O 
of  stock  by  the  Federal  Government,  based  on  the 
public  lands,  to  be  distributed  to  the  States  in  a  rep- 
resentative ratio,  for  their  relief;  which  was  refer- 
red to  (he  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  presented  a  oiemorial  from  citizms  of 
Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  urging  upon  Congress 
the  propriety  of  passing  a  law  to  restore  Mr.  Ken- 


dall 10  his  per^ooel  liberij;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ciaiuj^. 

Mr.  BAGBY  prescn'ed  joint  resolutions,  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  in  favor  of  a  re- 
daction of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  in  that 
State,  which  have  been  frequently  in  the  market, 
and  could  not  be  sold  at  the  present  Government 
price:  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  bs  printed. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presenied  a  memorial  from 
Wm.  H.  Briggs  and  others,  of  Macoupin  county, 
Illinois,  maintaining  that  all  internatioual  difficul- 
ties can  be  settled  by  a  reference  to  some  friendly 
power,  and  asking  the  Senate  to  exercise  its  con- 
stiiutional  power,  and  insert  an  article  in  all  future 
treaties  by  which,  in  a  last  resort,  such  difficulties 
^ay  be  decided  by  an  umpire  mutually  agteed 
upon  by  the  parties  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  ihe  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  wiih  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  House  bilU  for 
the  relief  of  George  P.  Pollen  and  Robert  Colegate, 
and  for  ihe  relief  of  S.  Morn's  Wain. 

Mr.  E.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  &  Co.,  and  oiherf; 
which  w»s  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  E.,  from  the  same  commiUtf«,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  Hoaf«e  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Weaver  and  Jacob  Heyberger, 
sureties  of  the  Nornstown  and  Valley  Railroad 
Company. 

Mr.  E ,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  a  memorial  from  importers  of  Ger- 
man goods  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the 
regulation  by  Congress  of  the  value  of  German 
coin,  reported  a  bill  to  fix  the  value  of  certain  for- 
eign moneys  of  account,  in  compntatioBS  at  the 
eustom-hoBse;  which  wa«  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  McROBERTS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  bad  been  re- 
ferred the  joiat  resolution  of  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  Postmaster  General  to  contract  with 
Messrs.  E.  B.  &  S.  Ward  for  carrying  the  mail 
from  Chicftgo  to  St.  Joseph,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  in  favor  of  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  joint  resolutior?. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  same  committee, 
wiih  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  W.  JSkidmore.  The  reports,  in 
boih  these  cases,  were  ordered  to  be  prioled. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to 
Wifliam  McPberson;  \7hich  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  above 
bill  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole; 
and  there  being  no  motion  to  amend,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

UBAF,  DUMB,  BLIND,  AND  INSANE. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  rose  lo  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  granting  land  to  the  several  States 
for  the  education  of  the  d<raf,  dumb,  and  blind,  and 
for  the  relief  of  insane  persons. 

Mr.  S.  said,  a  word  ofexplanation  from  him,  un- 
der the  circumstances,  might  be  proper.  The  bill 
was  precisely  similar  to  the  one  he  had  introduced 
at  the  last  session.  At  that  time  he  had  made  a 
few  remarks,  and  had  presented  some  statistics  on 
the  subject.  At  that  time  be  knew  that  it  was  ex- 
pected that  he  would  bring  up  for  consideration  the 
subject  at  this  session.  Sach  was  then  his  inten- 
tion; but  he  had  not  been  able  to  do  so  at  an  earli- 
er period,  and  he  confessed  that  he  had  little  or  no 
prospect  of  seeing  a  final  vote  taken  on  the  propo- 
sition at  this  session.  Still,  he  desired  to  keep  the 
matter  in  the  eye  of  the  Senate  and  the  country 
until  action  could  be  had.  He  wished  to  say,  be- 
fore retiring  from  the  Senate,  that  the  subject  was 
near  his  heart;  and  he  believed  it  to  be  one  of  the 
measures  that  would  finally  enlist  in  its  favor  the 
philanthropy  and  best  wishes  of  the  Senate  and  the 
country.  He  would  not  detain  the  Senate;  he  rose 
merely  to  exclude,  by  a  single  remark,  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  had  in  any  degree^  abandoned  the 
measure,  or  despaired  of  its  success. 

The  bill  was  received,  read  a  first  and  second 


time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oq  the  pnu- 
Lfluds. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  read  Ivim 
and  referred  to  appropriate  committeesi.  ' 

The  bill  fjr  tiie  relief  of  Thomas  King,  of  Ten 
nervee,  was  read  the.  third  time,  aod  passed 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  follotiog  rwolii 
tion;  which  was  read  ^.nd  adopted,  viz: 

Retotved,  Tliat  the  SecreUinr  of  ibe  Tr«aMry  be  diM-M 
to  communicate  cottte Senate  the  total  amouator  iJietvata! 
cent,  of  tlie  net  proceed*  of  Um  aalee  of  tbe  public  UaJm? 
State  of  Ohio,  together  with  the  eoUre  oo»t  of  the  CgonMriiS 
road  from Cttmberlan4  to  the  Pennirlvania  line:  and iiMfciz 
CumlwiUnd  to  the  Ohio  river.  ^  ™  ***  "*" 

Mr.  YOUNG  of  Illinois  presented  the  petitioa 
of  Rose  Howe  (Ute  Rose  Bailly)  of  lilinoit,  pnv. 
ing  the  relinquishment  of  tbe  reversiooary  inter- 
est of  the  United  States  to  two  seciioDs  Qf  land 
reserved  to  the  daughters  of  Mo-nee,  by  her  last 
husband,  Joeeph  Bailly,  by  the  treaty  with  the 
Pottawatomies  of  the  Prairie  and  Kankakee  Battd? 
made  at  Camp  Tippecanoe  on  the  20th  of  October| 
183*2;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  od  Na*tl 
Afiiairt:,  reported  back,  without  arBeDdmeot^ind 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
from  the  Hou^e  for  the  relief  of  Joha  Wolf- 
enden. 

THE  aUESTION  OP  ASSUMPTION. 

The  CHAIR  announced  that   the  resolotiina 

moved  by  the  Senator  froin  Virginia  [Mr.  Riik,) 

cnncerniog  the  a^rsumption  of   the  debts  of  the 

States,  and  the  pending  amendmentv,  were  in  ot. 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  to  lay  tbe  resolatioBicti 
the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  yeas  aod  niji 
on  ihe  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RIVES  hoped  the  Senator  woald  consito  j 
the  vote  on  the  motion  a  test  quesfionoD  them*  ! 
oiniions. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that  he  woald  not 
take  it  as  any  test  of  the  opinion  of  the  SeQair',for 
if  the  resolutions  were  now  laid  upon  the  uble> 
should,  on  every  morning  during  ihe sessioo,  ooTf 
to  take  them  up;  and  if  he  shoa'd  fail  in  thai  ef- 
fort to  get  a  vote  on  tbe  resolutions,  he  woald  him- 
self introduce  resolutions  upon  the  subject,  to  test  ! 
the  sense  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BARROW  said,  in  voting,  he  should  net 
consider  it  a  test  vote.  He  deemed  this  renark 
called  for,  in  consequence  of  the  remarhs  of  ibe 
Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rites]  and  the  Senatoi 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Walkbb  ] 

The  question  was  then  put  oa  the  motioo  (o  lay 
on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative—yeas  30, 
nays  99,  as  follows: 

TEAS— HeasTs.  Barrow,  BatM,  Bsyard,  Berrkn,  aajtv, 
Crafbi.  CrlttendeD,  Dayion,  Evan*,  Orabam.  Hentiogtoa,  Ma- 
rick,  Miller,  Moreliead,  Ptielpa,  Smitii  uT  Luiaaa,  dpragm, 
Taltmadge,  Wliite,  and  Woodbridge— 20. 

NA.Y8— Mewra.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  B«nU)Q,  BoctttocL 
Caltioun,  Cuilibcrt,  Fulion,  King,  Linn,  McDufBe,  HcRotieff, 
Rives,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tanpan,  Walkw, 
Wilcox,  Williama,  Woodbury,  W^igB^  and  YouD«-fi 

The  CHAIR  then  annoanoed  that  the  rnolitioDs 

of  the  Senator  fiom  Virginia  [Mr.  Rlvtf]wfreb^ 

fore  the  Senate,  as  follows: 

Meaolvedy  Ttiat  anoilier  of  the  pronilnenl  causw  wbkhieri 
10  prolong  and  increase  the  financial  embairaaMBenu  of  w 
country,  and  to  retard  the  ultimate  reatonuion  of  pobUc  *^ 
private  credit,  ia  the  uncertainly  and  suapense  liuow 
over  the  policy  of  (hia  Government,  in  reg*rd  u>  ja 
debu  of  the  States,  by  the  agiution  of  projecu  jot  m 
virtual  aasumplion  of  those  debts  by  the  auihonue  ^ 
the  Union;  that  while  this  uncertainty  is  penBiun  Q 
exist,  its  mischieyous  effect  is  to  foster  delonve  ho|:M 
of  relief  fioni  a  quarter  whence  it  can  nerer  14)°"^ 
ly  proceed,  and  to  divert  the  auentioo  of  the  indebted  sss 
trom  that  timely  and  energetic  application  of  thoir  on  it- 
sources  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  engagements,  «iu^  ^ 
would  otherwise  roske,  and  which  is  the  sole  natural  uof^ 
er  reliance  for  the  liquidation  of  their  respecuTe  iJ^butu^ 
and  it  is,  therefore,  urgently  demanded  by  the  lDier«s«|« 
parties  immediately  coocamed,  as  well  as  bj  ihoM  M  U" 
country  at  large,  that  Congtass  should  now  explicnJ7*<"  ^ 
equivocally  declare  the  views  it  entertains  of  the  appi^" 
and  constitudonal  sphere  of  its  powers  and  duties  lorelanaB 
this  subjecu 

Resolved^  That,  in  the  fundamental  division  aadtlloUBtf 
'  of  political  power  established  by  the  Constiiaiion  hciw^^ 
Government  of  the  Union  and  those  of  the  aevertl  8a» 
there  is  no  power  or  authority  given  to  the  foriaer  to  pt(i^'< 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  incurred  by  the  latter,  in  vitw «' 
their  undoubted  competence,  and  within  their  eeparaieKa'i 
elusive  jurisdiction;  that  any-  attempt  by  (he  Gvnenl  Ce- 
ment thus  to  assume,  and  impose  upon  the  people  «t  i>e 
Union,  the  debu  of  indlTidoal  Stales,  would  be  not  nMreiy^f^ 
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perretBioD  of  the  trusts  eonfido]  to  it,  but  an  utter  annihilation 
of  that  wholesome  and  neceaaary  relaUon  between  power  and 
Miponsibllity,  which  is  the  vital  principle  of  all  represeniaUye 
gOTeinn*ni;  that  such  an  arbitrary  and  unauthorized  transfer 
of  burdens,  from  those  who  created,  and  should  alone  be  respon- 
sible for  ihem,  to  oUiers  who  are  alien  alike  to  their  origin  and 
their  benefits,  IcYolresso  flagrant  a  violation  of  the  principles 
of  justice,  that  it  could  not  but  most  seriously  impair  the  bar. 
noay,  and  ultimately  jeopard  the  union  of  the  States;  and  that 
any  expectation,  therefore,  that  this  Government  will  at  any 
time,  now  or  hereafter,  assume  or  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  of  the  individual  Suites,  directly  or  indirectly,  is 
wholly  unwarranted  and  illusory.  * 

Resolvedy  That  a  just  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  character 
of  florereign  States,  incurring  pecuniary  obligations  by  a  delib- 
erate act  of  the  public  ♦iU,  and  a  solemn  pledge  of  the  public 
laith  through  their  constitutional  and  appointed  organs,  forbids 
the  apprehension  that  any  of  the  Slates  of  this  Union  will  fail 
lo  call  forth  their  utmost  resources  for  the  final  redemption  of 
their  engagements;  preferring  every  sacrifice  to  disnonor,  and 

Eroud  to  illustrate  that  jealous  spirit  of  independence  which 
Dlongs  to  free  republican  States,  by  a  stern  and  strenuous  reli. 
ance  on  their  own  faculties  for  deliverance  from  theii  present 
umporary  embarcasament. 

Which  Mr.  Allem  had  proposed  to  amend,  by 
inseniog  after  the  word  «HStatc«,"  jn  the  9lh  line 
of  the  second  resolatioD,  the  following  words: 

By  the  appropriatioa  or  pledge  of  any  part  of  its  revenue  or 
ocber  income}  orby^he  iseue,  transfer,  or  pledge  of  any  stock 
or  other  securities;  or  bv  the  pledge  of  any  part  of  the  public 
domain;  or  by  the  pledge,  appropriaUon,  or  diversion,  or 
oepoeite  of  any  part  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  domain  ,io  such  Siates,  or  to  the  holdeis  of  the  obliga- 
ti«os  of  such  States,  or  by  any  other  means,  direct  or  mdirect. 

For  the  whole  of  which  Mr.  Merrick  offered 
the  following  as  a  sabstitnte: 

Besolvedi  ThAi  governments  are  rightfully  instimted  solely 
tor  the  happiness  of  the  governed;  and;  consequently,  that  gov- 
ernnMot  is  derelict  in  its  duty,  which  shall  refuse  or  neglect  the 
full  exertion  of  its  legitimate  powers  for  the  relief  of  its  citizens, 
whenever  evils  destructive  of  their  happiness  exist,  which  such 
legitimate  exertion  of  the  powers  of  government  are  competent 
to  reaiove  or  alleviate. 

Retolvtd,  That  cvilsjjf  the  moat  grave  and  distressing  charac. 
ter  do  DOW  afl'ect  a  very  large  portion  of  the  people  of  these 
^nited  Butes,  which  it  is  fully  within  the  competency  of  this 
Clovemment  greatly  to  alleviate,  if  not  entirely  to  remove;  and 
irom  which  there  is  no  relief  to  be  expected,  unless  from  the 
timely  interposiUoD  of  Government,  till  after  long  and  protract- 
ed suffermg.  _  -^        r 

Jiesoivedj  That  the  roost  prominent  among  these  evils,  are 
the  great  disorders  of  the  currency;  the  unexampled  apprecia- 
i*on  of  money,  ascompored  with  the  products  of  industry,  ami 
all  fciads  of  property;  the  censsquent  destruction  of  credit!  and 
paralysis  of  trade  and  commerce;  the  large  indebtedness  of 
man  J  of  the  States  of  the  Union;  and  the  pressure  of  direct  tax- 
auon  upon  their  people. 

Resolved^  That  a  lidr  and  equal  distribution  among  all  the 
cnaiee  of  that  vast  amount  of  their  common  property,  the  pub- 
lie  lands,  held  by  this  tJnlon,  is  called  for  by  the  prMent  ncces- 
mniom  of  many  of  the  States,"  would  be  cmineuUy  beneficial  to 
all,  and  would  gnJaily  promete  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the 
fvhole  people.  ' 

i^sofwd,  therefore  That  it  is  the  duly  of  the  Government 
of  the  UmtedStates,  without  further  delay,  to  exercise  its  un« 
questionably  constitutional  power  over  this  subject,  and  to 
make  suchbrovisions  for  a  distribution  of  the  public  lands,  or 
a  portion  of  the  value  thereof,  among  all  the  States,  ss  will  beet 
tend  to  the  relief  of  both  States  and  the  people  from  the  dis- 
Aresees  and  embarrassments  under  which  they  are  sufierhig. 

Mr.  BARBOW  remarked  that  be  had,  in  every 
ipslance  when  a  TOte  was  taken  to  lay   this  qaes- 
tioD  on  the  table,  voted  in  the  affirmative.    He  had 
thus  voted,  not  becanse  of  a  desire  to  avoid,  indi- 
yidoally,  the  responsibility  of  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion; or  to  save,  so  far  as  his  v«te  would  save,  the 
fariy  to  which  he  was  attached  from  the  r^sponsi- 
ility  of  a  direct  vote.     He  proposed  from  the 
iSrst,  and  be  now  proposed,  that,  if  soch  was  the 
sseDse  of  the  Senate,  a  vote  should  be  taken  to  de- 
clare his  opinion  on  the  resolutions  aod  various 
amendments  before  the  Senate.     He  wished  the 
matter  arrested;  because,  in  the   first  place,  he 
knew  well,  and  older  Senators  knew  better  than  he 
4id,  that  it  was  utterly  impoi^sible  to  get  a  vote  of 
the  Senate  on  these  resolutions — covering  ^  much 
ground,  and  involving  so  many  high  considerations 
and  so  important  a  principle— without  a  full  and 
free  discussion.    As  familiar  as  the  question  in- 
volved might  bd  (o  older  members  of  that  body, 
yei  it  was  not  quite  so  familiar  to  younger  mem- 
bers, among  whom  he  numbered  himself.   Senators 
knew  that  there  were  only  twelve  d^ys  left  before 
ihe  time  fixed  by  the  Constitniioa  for  the  adjourn* . 
mem  will  have  arrived.    They  all  knew  that  their 
caJendar  was  loaded   with   business  of  a.  public 
and     private  character;    that  uhe    public  inter- 
pats^  and  the    private    intefcsts    of   many  of 


cur  citizens,    required  definite  action  before  the 
adjournment.    But  he  would  not  dwell  upon  the 
leasons  which  had  prompted  him  to  give  the  votes 
he  had  given; yet  he  wished  the  country  to  under- 
stand that  this  question  of  the  utmost  magnitude 
had  been  pressed  upon  the  consideralionof  the  Sen- 
ate, and  a  vote  and  decision  upcn  it  could  not  be 
rationally  and  reasonably  expected  without  discus- 
sion.   And  the  inevitable  consequence  of  discus- 
sion must  result  in  the  postponement  of  all  action, 
on  the  part  of  that  body,  on  all  other  matters,  what- 
soever tbeir  importance.    But  if  be  had  no  such 
potent  and  powerful  reasons  for  giving  his  vote  on 
laying  the  subject  on  the  table,  he  had  another 
one,  which,  to  his  mind,  was  conclusive.  These  res- 
olutions do  not,  or  could  not,  give  legislative  sanction 
to  anything  or  any  principle;  and  however  willing 
Senators  were  to  express  their  opinions  on  abstract 
principles,  it  would  lead  to  no  definitive  result;  and 
however  earnestly  Senators  may  now  entertain  those 
opinions,  and  however  positively  they  may  declare 
that  they  will  abide  and  stand  by  those  opiniens, 
yet  he  would  suggest  that  it  was  very  possible  that 
some  of  the  Senators  (especially  Democratic  Sena- 
tors, who  profess  to  hold  to  the  doctrine  of  instruc- 
tion, and  obey  the  will  and  wishes  of  the  people) 
would  have  lo  change  their  opinions  in  relation  to 
the  principles  of  the  resolutions.     He  asked  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bvcbaran]— who 
^  hap,  to  his  credit  and  honor,  professing  the  princi- 
'  pie  (which  Mr.  Biaaow  did  not  subscribe  to)  that 
Senators  were  bound  to  obey  the  will  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  Legislatures  of  their  States,— he  asked 
that  Senator — who,  on  one  occasion,  east  a  vote  in 
oppc^ition  to  the  convictions  of  his  own  mind,  in 
obedience  to  the  will  of  his  constituency — whether, 
if  he  voted  against  those  resolutions,  a  case  might 
not    arise     where    he    would    feel    it    to   be 
his   imperious    duty    to    give    a   vote   adverse 
to   the   principles   of    those   resolutions.    If  he 
should     receive     instructions   from    his    Legis- 
lature   to    vote    in    a   particular    manner  up- 
on   the   question  of  assuming   the   State  debts, 
whether,  as  a  Democratic  Senator,  he  would  not 
feel  it  to  be  his  duty  lo  vote  for  Oie  issuing  of  scrip 
by  the  Federal  Government,  for  the  relief,  of  the 
States?    And  other  Senators  on  that  side  (Whig 
aide)  may  have  occasion  to  change  their  opinions. 
He  presented  that  view  of  the  question,  to  show 
how  unwise  it  was  for  Senators  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  the  support  of  any  particular  abstract 
proposition.    But  he  would  dwell  no  longer  on 
that  branch  of  the  subject.    He  had  no  inclination 
to  consume  one  moment  of  the  time  of  the  Senate 
in  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions.    He  had  too 
much  respect  for  that  body,  and  for  himself,  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  great  principles  in- 
volved in  the  resolutions  and  amendments,  with- 
out proper  investigation;  but,  being  called  upon  to 
rote,  it  devolved  on  him,  unprepared  as  he  was, 
to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  principles  in- 
volved in  the  resolutions.    A  false  issue  was  pre- 
sented to  the  American  people,  through  the  press; 
and  by  a  few  remarks  which  had  been  made  in  the 
Senate  since  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions,  a 
fal&e  issue  was  also  presepted  as  lo  the  action 
which   had   been  proposed  in  the  other  House. 
The  question  discussed  there,  and  through    the 
public  journals,  was,  whether  there  should  be  an 
issue  by  the  Federal  Oovernment  ef  stock  based 
upon  the  public  lands,  for  the  relief  of  the  States; 
and  not,  as  was  represented  by  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivss,]  as  a  prop- 
osition  for  the  Federal  Oovernment  to  assume 
the  debts  of  the  States.    Now,  he  would  not  stop 
to  discuss  at  large  the  abstract  proposition  of  the 
power  of  the  Federal  (Government  to  assume  (he 
debts  of  the  States,  without  reference  to  the  nature 
of  those  debts  and  the  condition  of  the  country, 
when  the  question  shall  be  presented.  He  asserted 
that,  if  the  action  of  this  Oovernment  was  sufficient 
to  'settle  any  constitutional  question,    the  power 
of  this  Oovernment  even  to  assume  the  debts  of 
Ihe  States  has  becDi  by  the  action  of  this  Oovem- 
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meat,  settled  affirmaUvely.    Whether  the  decision 
was  correct  or  not — whether  the  action  of  (Con- 
gress was  a  usurpation  of  power — was  a  question 
he  would  not  then  undertake  to  discAss;-  but  he 
would  call  the  Senate  to  the  case  and  the  occasion. 
In  1790,  during  the  administration  of  Oeneral 
Washington,  Congress  did  assume  the  debts  of  the 
States — amounting  to  more  than  |3],000,0O0;  and 
14,000,000  of  that  amount  was  paid  to  the  State 
which  the  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Rrws]  who  in- 
troduced these  resolutions  in  part  represents,    fie 
(Mr.  B.)  knew  that  Senators  on  the  other   side 
would  say,  in  reply  to  this,  that  that  was  an  as« 
sumption  of  debts  contracted  by  the  States  during 
our  revolutionary  war,  in  a  suruggle  which  was  the 
c6mmon  cause  of  all.    This  did  not  affect  at  all 
the  question  of  the  constitutional  power  of'theGoy- 
emment.    And   this  case,  as  well  as   that,  was 
to  be  settled  on  grounds  of  expediency  alone;  and 
it  was  the  expediency  of  the  measure  then,  and  noth- 
ing else,  that  settled  the  question.    South  Carolina 
was  indebted  f  3,500,000»  and  t|)e  Oovernment  as- 
sumed the  debt,  to  that  extent,  for  hen     Whether 
the  exigencies  of  these  States  were  such  now  as  to 
make  it  expedient  to  interfere  in  any  manner,  was 
a  question  of  expediency,  and  not  of  constitutiona 
power,  as  he  viewed,  and  as  he  thought  the  Sen- 
ate would  view  it,  when  he  presented  it  in  con- 
nexion with  another  subject.    He  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  expressing  an  opinion  that  the 
Oovernment  had  the  power  to  assume,  when  the 
siajorityof  Congress  pleased,  whether  the  debts 
were  contracted  for  any  and  every  purpose.    He 
would  only  refer  to  one  other  instance  of  the  as- 
sumption of  debts — not  of  the  States,  but  of  in- 
dividuals—on the  part  of  the  Oovernment.    The 
Oovernment  assumed  the  debt  of  individuals  to 
the  amount^  of  ^600,000,  when  the  great  leader 
of  the  State-rights  party  was    at    the  head  of 
the   Oovernment.     in    the  treaty  of   1802,  be- 
tween Lord    Hawkesbury  and   Mr.   King,  the 
United  Slates  Oovernment  agreed  to  pay  ^Q|&,00p. 
For  what  purpose,  and  when?  To  British  merchants, 
for  debts  due  to  them  by  American  merchants;  not 
for  debts  in  aiding  in  struggles  for  independence,  but 
debts  due  by  American  citizens  to  English  citizens 
when  the  war  broke  out.    Ii  was  a  subject  of  cor- 
respondence between  these  two  Otvernments  for  a 
long  time,  when  this  (3k)verttment  finally  obligated 
itself  to  pay  the  debts  of  those  individuals.    But,  to 
pass  by  that,  and  come  to  the  grounds  in   this 
matter.    He  held,  in  reference  to  this  question, 
which  wa«  presented  to  the  American  people — the 
power  and  duty  of  the  Federal  Oovernment  to  as- 
sume, in  some  form  or  shape,  and  to  assume  them 
speedily,  to  relieve  the  States,  the  heavy  debts 
which  were  weighing  them  down — that  it  n^  the 
duty  of  the  Oovernment  to  interfere  in  some  way. 
The  public  domain  belonged  to  the  States  of  this 
Confederacy.    This  jvas  the  platform  on  which  he 
stood.    The  question  was  not  whether  this  Oov- 
ernment had  the  power  to  assume  the  debts  of  the 
States,  but  whether  they  ought  to  be  assumed.  He 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  (Congress,  in  this  time  of 
pressing  need,  to  come  forward  and  relieve  the 
States,  by  appropriating  to  their  use  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands;  and  if  it  became  necessary  to  an- 
ticipate those  proceeds  by  the  issue  of  stock,  he 
could  see  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
done;  but  he  was  inclined  to  think  this  would  not 
be  necessary. 

Mr.  RIVES  would  merely  say,  that,  whether 
other  gentlemen  might  feel  themselves  called  on  to 
express  their  views  or  not,  he  did  not  himself  in- 
tend to  consume  a  single  moment  of  the  time  of 
the  Senate  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject.  He 
had  offered  the  resolutions  with  no  purpose  of  inter- 
fering with  the  important  business  which  was  al- 
ready before  the  Senate*.  He  thought  the  proposi- 
tions contained  in  the  resolutions  were  so  plain, 
that  gentlemen  would  have  no  difficulty  in  voting 
upon  them  at  once.  If,  however,  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  were  disposed  to  debate  the  question, 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  held  responsible  for  the 
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QAQssmption  of  time.  The  Senatorfrom  Ohio,  the 
o:her  day,  had  made  an  appeal  to  him  to  ac- 
cept (he  proposition  which  he  had  sobmiited  as  an 
amendment  of  his  resolutions.  This  he  conid  not 
do,  in  the  manner  and  form  in  which  it  was  offer- 
ed; bat  he  had  {Prepared  a  modification  of  that 
amendment,  so  as  to  maiie  it  applicable  to  the  issue 
of  the  two  hondied  millions  of  Government  stock. 
He  had  po  objection  so  to  modify  his  resolutions 
as  to  make  tbem  applicable  to  the  mode  of  as- 
sumption. If  this  met  the  views  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  he  wonld  adopt  the  modification. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  bis  object  in  j^reSenting  the 
amendment,  was  to  embrace  the  proposition  of 
the  issue  of  Goyernment  stock,  called  the  two 
lAindred  million  scheme,  and  all  other  schemes 
which  authorized  the  issue  of  scrip  predicat- 
ed upon  the  proceeds  of  the  public  domain.  He 
had  not  drawn  up  that  amendment  with  anything 
like  oetentatioB;  and,  as  the  phraseology  employed 
by  the  Senator  ftom  Yicginia  embrac^  very  near- 
ly the  true  object  which  he  had  in  view,  he  was 
perfectly  content  that  the  gentleman's  modification 
•hould  be  substituted  for  the  amendment  which  he 
had  proposed. 

The  modifieation  proposed  by  Mr.  Rivsa  was 
then  accepted  as  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Allkv^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  apprehended  the  question  should 
first  be  taken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  M BRRICK  was  of  opinion  that,  now,  the 
next  question  in  order  would  be  on  fajs  amend- 
meat. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  apologiaed  for  not  address 
ing  the  Senikte  on  this  occasion.  It  was  eviden 
that  this  discussion  interfered  with  the  bill  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Lmii]  for  refunding 
the  fine  imposed  on  Gkneral  Jackson  by  Judge 
Hall,  and  also  would  be  likely  to  interfere  with  the 
bill  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia  on  the  subject  of 
the  bankrupt  law.  As  soon  as  these  subjects  should 
be  disposed  of,  he  would  feel  himself  pledged  to 
bring  forward  the  question  involved  in  these  reso- 
lutions, in  a  few  direct  petitions  which  he  would 
present;  and,  on  that  occasion,  he  would  daiomhe 
iodulgence  of  the  Senate  to  grant  him  one  half 
hour  for  the  expression  of  his  sentiments.  ^ 

The  question  then  coming  up  on  Mr.  Mxrbick's 
amendment, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed,  that  this  being  a  prop- 
osition to  strike  out  one  or  more  of  the  original 
resolutions,  90UM  not,  as  he  conceived,  take  prece- 
dence of  a  proposition  to  peifect  the  original  prop- 
osiiion  by  amendment.  Before  a  motion  to  strike 
otit  is  in  order,  it  is  competent  to  entertain  a  mo-' 
tion  to  amend.  The  modification  of  the  second 
resolution  not  having  been  pot  to  the  vole,  but  be- 
ing accepted  by  the  framer  of  the  original  proposi- 
tion, did  not  affect  the  right  to  amend.  He  would 
therefore  submit  an  amendment,  to  be  decided  be- 
fore.the  motion  to  strike  out  could  be  entertained. 
As  he  understood,  the  object  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  was  to  obtain  a  direct  vote  on  the  question 
of  the  constitutional  power  and  expediency  of  en- 
tertaining any  proposition  for  the  assumption  of  ihe 
debts  of  the  States  by  the  General  Government.  If 
confined  to  that  object  solely,  he  could  see  no  objec- 
tion to  the  expression  of  opinion  required;  botth«se 
resolotions  go  beyond  that  object,  and  bear  an  infer- 
ence which  may  create  an  objection  with  several  Sen- 
ators to  vote  on  them.  They  leave  the  inference 
that  tbe  Senate  denies  the  constitutional  power  of 
the  Government  over  the  question  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  or  the  pub- 
lic domain  itself.  His  desire,  in  the  amendment  he 
should  submit,  was  to  exclude  any  inference  be- 
yond tbe  caked  question  on  which  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  proposed  to  obtain  the  vote.  The  Sena- 
tor would  see,  that  if  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  were  disirlboted  among  the  States 
they  could  apply  the  amount  to  the  payment  of 
their  debts,  or  any  other  purpose;  yet  this  would 
not  be  the  assumption  at  which  the  Senator's  reso- 
lutions are  aimed.  His  amendment  to  the  second 
resolution  was  a  proviso  that  nothing  therein  con- 
tained sbali  be  deemed  to  affirm  or  deny  tbe  power 
of  the  General  Government  to  distribute  to  the 
plates  the  proceeds  of  the  public  laodsi  0$  to  sur- 


render the  public  lands  tc  the  several  States  to 
which  they  belong. 

Mr.  BAYARD  understood  the  state  of  the  case 
to  be,  now,  that  these  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  having  come  up  as  a  substantive 
proposition,  and  a  modification  of  one  of  them  hav- 
ing been  accepted,  tbe  next  amendment  in  succe»> 
sion  was  on  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  MsRaicxJ  to  strike  out,  and  sub- 
stitute certain  resolutions  oflTered  by  him.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  then 
stood  as  an  amendment  to  the  original  proposition; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  competent  to  any  one  to  go 
a  stage  f&rther,  'and  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment He  would,  therefore,  move  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out  the  second  resolution, 
and  inserting  the  substitute  he  should  send  to  the 
Chair. 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  to  perfect  the  resolution, 
would  be  in  order  before  either  motions  to  strike 
out. 

Mr.  BAYARD  believed  the  Chair  was  right. 
His  amendment  could  therefore  lie  over  till  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia  was  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  it  was  now  perfectly 
manifest  that,  if  this  discussion  was  to  proceed,  and 
amendments  on  amendments  were  to  be  considered, 
it  would  be  utterly  impracticable  to  advance 
any  further  this  session  with  the  ordinary  business 
of  legislation.  The  proper  despatch  of  the  real 
business  yet  to  be  accomplished,  and  the  due  delib- 
eration of  the  vast  and  momentous  questions  which 
must  necessarily  be  called  up  in  this  discussion, 
were  incompatible. '  It  was  but  a  few  days  s|go, 
when  there  was  a  full  session,  (or  one  very  nearly 
full,)  that  this  whole  subject  in  another  form  had 
been  deliberately  laid  on  the  table.  These  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  escaped  the  fhte 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, with  the  various  amendments  pending  to  them, 
by  the  mere  accidental  circums'tance  of  being 
out  of  reach,  thosgh  substantially  before  the 
Senate.  They  were  merely  outside  of  the  rules  by 
which,  technically,  they  could  be  considered  as 
pending  amendments;  but  now  they  come  up  with 
all  the  vitality  of  the  original  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina;  and  as  many,  if  not 
more,  amendments  are  to  be  discussed,  one  after 
another,  till  every  remaining  hour  of  the  session  is 
to  be  consumed  upon  them.  Virtually,  they  should 
be  considered  as  having  gone  on  the  table  with  the 
original  resolutions  to  which  they  were  intended  to 
be  appended;  and  the  gentleman  might  just  as 
well  make  a  motion  to  take  up  the  resolutions  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  again,  as  to  pro- 
ceed with  these  resolutions..  Now,  he  would  ask, 
had  not  the  rights  of  legislating  in  this  way  some 
assignable  limits?  Is  the  ordinary  business  of 
Congress  to  give  way  to  this  reiteration  of  abstract 
discussions,  leading  to  nothing,  and  not  even  hav- 
ing any  professed  object  of  direct  action  in  view) 
Are  the  gentlemen  who  stand  pledged  to  certain 
views,  or  who  have  brooded  over  this  subject  till  they 
think  they  are  enlightened  enough  to  come  to  a  decis- 
ion, the  only  persons  whose  wishes  are  to  be  consult- 
edl  The  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  introduced 
these  resolutions,  had  doubtless  investigated  the 
subject  thoroughly;  and,  being  satisfied  himself, 
now  called  on  every  one  else  to  vote  without  dis- 
cussion— not  even  deigning  to  bestow  upon  the 
Senate  the  information  in  his  power  to  bestow.  He 
seems,  on  the  contrary,  to  imagine  that  they  are 
such  invaluable  propositions,  that,  once  they  are 
proposed,  it  is  the  duty  of  tbe  Senate  to  vote  upon 
them  in  silence  and  in  reverence.  And  what  sub- 
jects do  they  involve?  Subjects  of  the  gravest  and 
most  momentous  character — touching  the  very 
foundations  of  the  whole  fabric  of  our  Government 
and  institutions.  These  were  not  questions  to  be 
hastily  and  hurriedly  voted  upon,  and  without  dis- 
cussion. Yet  it  was  obvious  no  time  remained  of 
this  session  for  discussing  any  one  branch  of  these 
subjects. 

These  resolntions  are  put  forward  as  of  vital  and 
pressing  necessity,  to  arrest  the  doctrines  spreading 
abroad  in  relation  to  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of 
the  9iaie«.   Wh»ttl^t  of  th|it  kind  c«a  thej  po9- 


s  bly  have?  Will  they  arrest  public  (pinion)  Is 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  constituted  for  tbe 
manufacture  of  public  opinion?  Is  it  to  be  the 
Propaganda  of  public  sentiment?  If  gentlemen  ex- 
pected this,  they  would  be  disappointed.  Tb^ 
could  neither  make  nor  crush  public  opinion.  Their 
resolutions,  even  if  they  were  passed,  would  amount 
to  nothing.  They  would  have  no  legislative  effect, 
and  could  not  manufacture  the  pubUc  opinion  ex- 
pected from  them.  The  more  they  are  discussed, 
the  more  discussion  they  will  create  among  tbe 
people;  so  that,  instead  of  crushing  the  sentiments 
they  are  intended  to  extinguish,  they  will  exdte 
their  development  and  extension.  He,  for  one, 
had  no  opinion  to  conceal,  or  shrink  from  avowing 
in  the  face  of  the  world.  If  gentlemen  wanted  an 
expression  of  his  sentiments  on  this  subject,  they 
should  have  it,  vote  or  no  vote.  He  told  them  now 
that,  in  his  opinion,  this  Government  was  under 
no  obligation  whatever,  moral  or  legal,  to  assume 
the  debts  of  the  States,  incurred  for  their  own  in- 
dividual purposes.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the 
faith  of  the  Gfeneral  Government  was  not  commit- 
ted in  the  slightest  degree  by  the  obligations  of  the 
States  to  their  creditors.  lie  trusted  the  day  was 
far  distant  when  any  state  of  things  could  exist  in 
which  it  would  be  expedient  even  for  the  General 
Government  to  entertain  the  subject,  in  any  shape 
•r  form,  of  interfering  for  the  adjustment  of  Stale 
obligations.  But  much  and  decidedly  as  he  was 
opposed  to  such  interference,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that,  in  tbe  long  hereaOter  which  may  be 
viewed  in  perspective,  a  case  may  not  ponibly 
arise  in  which  the  embarruMments  of  one  or  more 
States  may  be  sud^  that,  if  not  relieved,  they  may 
endanger  the  General  Government  itself  and  the 
whole  Union.  And  viewing  that  possibility— and 
he  only  looked  upon  it,  as  at  present  informed,  as 
abarepossibility— he  was  not  prepared  to  pledge 
himself,  by  any  obligatoiy  vote,  against  such  line 
of  conduct  as  the  best  policy  and  best  interests  of 
the  country  might  demand  at  bis  hands. 

After  reviewing  the  whole  subject  in  agrsat 
variety  of  lights,  Mr.  C.  cenoluded  by  remark- 
ing that  be  could  not  voe  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  nor  did  he  see  bow  any  friend 
to  the  great  principle  of  distribution  could  vote  for 
it.  The  qne&tton  of  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  tbe  sales  of  tbe  public  lands  to  the  sev- 
eral States  was  one  which  he  and  his  friends  had 
maintained  with  all  the  zeal  and  energy  of  whieh 
they  were  capable;  they  had  never  dwnbted  lbs 
constitutional  power  to  make  that  distribution. 
They  considered  it  a  question  placed  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt.  But  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  f  ronrGeorgia  at  once  sanctions  a  doubt  upoa 
that  point  in  the  outset,  by  stating  that  this  res- 
olution is  to  be  understood  as  neither  affitiDing  nor 
denying  the  power  of  the  General  Government  as 
to  the  distribution  or  surrender  to  the  States  of  the 
public  lands.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  and  he 
trusted  the  friends  of  distribution  woold  not. 

Mr.  BAGBY  explained;  and,  in  thceonneof 
bis  explanation,  he  denied  that  he  had  attempted 
to  manufacture  public  opinion  by  anything  which 
he  had  said;  and  he  asserted  that  he  was  as  littVe  of 
a  political  propagandist  as  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky himself.  Since  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  had  never  played  the  part, 
nor  attempted  to  play  the  part,  of  a  political  propa- 
gandist. He  had  never  introduced  into  this  body 
what  the  gentleman  was  pleased  to  denominate  ab- 
stract propositions;  and,  if  he  adhered  to  bis  present 
impressions,  in  all  human  probability  he  never 
should.  Indeed,  he  had  gone  further;  for  he  had  act 
only  not  introduced  abstract  propositions  there,  bat 
he  had  not  even  entered  into  their  discussion  until 
he  was  driven  to  it  by  the  remarks  of  other  Sena- 
tors on  this  fioor.  Ghreat,  and  vital,  and  imponaat 
as  these  and  kindred  propositions  were,  he  had 
not  entered  into  this  discussion  to  manufacture 
public  opinion;  for  he  was  not  vain  enough  to  be- 
lieve that  he  could  manufacture  public  opinion,  evai 
for  those  who  generally  think  with  him;  much  lea^ 
for  others  whodifliered  from  him.  But,  little  as  he 
expected  anything  which  he  said  to  have  any  cfiTeet 
on  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CaiTTSHDsn,] 
he  must  say  he  was  a  little  astonished  at  the  small 
impoitange  that  ^SenatcMT  feemed  now  10  atiaeh 
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to  the  introdaetioB  and  discussion  of  propositions 
like  this;  for,  though  he  did  not  recollect  any  occa- 
sion on  which  the  Seoatoi  had  troubled  the  Senate 
with  resolutions  of  this  character^  be  did  recollect 
a  notable  instance  when,  whatever  the  effect  might 
be  before  the  coonlry,  or  in  other  quarters,  he  did 
not  expect  tl)e  effect  would  have  been  entirely  lost 
on  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  himself.  Wliat 
was  the  course  of  that  gentleman's  illustrious  pre- 
deoessoit— and  when  he  said  illustrious,  he  meant 
what  he  said.  At  the  last  session,  that  individual 
(Mr.  Clay)  introduced  eleven  abstract  propositions; 
and  they  occupied  the  time  of  this  body  for  five 
calendar  months;  and  not  only  so,  but  when  he 
(Mr.  Clay)  retired  from  this  body,  in  his  valedic- 
tory address,  be  bequeathed  those  resolntions  as  a 
legacy  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITtBNDEirmade  some  remark,  which 
was  not  distinctly  heard;  but  he  was  understood  to 
say  that  he  did  not  vote  for  those  resolntions. 

Mr.  BAGBT  continued.  Perhaps  he  was  mis- 
taken; but  he  could  not  be  mistaken  in  this:  that 
when  such  doctors  disagreed,  as  some  Senators  to 
whom  he  had  alluded,  on  subjects  like  this,  it 
might  be  exceedipgiy  difficult  for  him  to  decide 
correctly.  The  course  of  the  last  session  was  to 
consume  five  months — even  that  time  was  not 
deemed  too  mnch  then — on  abstract  propositiooi. 
Bat  now,  a  short  time — even  one  short  day — was 
considered  as  an  unreasonable  appropriation  of 
time  on  a  subject  like  this.  And  what  gave  rise 
to  the  discussion  of  this  question  on  a  former  day? 
Why,  they  had  been  told,  day  after  day,  session 
after  session,  and  from  sources  without  number, 
that  the  credit  of  a  number  of  these  States  had  be- 
eome  bad;  and  without  some  interference  of  the 
Gkneral  Government — if.  not  to  pay  the  debts  of 
those  States,  at  le^t  to  assist  themr— the  taint  of  the 
credit  of  the  Slates  would  extend  to  the  Federal 
credit.  Now,'  he  did  not  wish  to  say — it  would  not 
be  becoming  his  position  there,  and  his  posi- 
tion  forbade  it— -that  he  should  renew  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Virginia;  but  he  ask^ 
what  those  propositions  were?  How  much  did 
those  resolutions  contain  that  was  right,  and  how 
ameh  was  contained  in  them  that  was  wrong?  If 
gentlemen  could  show  him  anything  in  them 
that  was  wrong,  he  would  pledge  himself 
to  go  against  them.  But  they  merely  contained 
great  and  fundamental  principles.  What  were 
ihey?  Some  of  them  were,  that  this  Government 
had  no  constitutional  power  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  State  debts;  and  that  if  that  power  ex- 
isted, it  would  be  a  dangerous  power,  and  its  exer- 
eiae  would  be  inexpedient  in  the  extreme.  Thar, 
he  believed,  was  their  tnlMtanee;  and  he  asked  the 
Senate  if  these  propositions  did  not  connect' them- 
selves intimately,  deeply— nay,  vitally  with  the 
eonditicm  of  the  country,  and  the  position  of  the 
pablic  credit?  And  if  such  was  the  condition  of 
the  credit  of  the  country,  what,  he  asked,  was  it 
the  dnty  of  Senators  to  do?  The  Senator  from 
Kentvcky  [Ifr.  CaiTTsvDBn]  told  them  that  he 
was  prepared  to  record  bis  vote  on  an  enactment, 
hat  he  would  not  act  on  abstract  propositions. 
Now,  be  asked  that  honorable  Senator  where  was 
the  difference  between  expressing  an  opinion  on  a 
resolution  involving  great  and  important  princi- 
ples, and  expressing  an  opinion  on  a  law  in* 
Tolving  the  same  great  and  important  prin- 
ciples? It  might  be  said  these  resolutions  came 
not  within  the  sphere  of  their  action.  Well, 
if  on  the  resolutions  which  he  advocattd,  and  which 
he  believed  contained  the  true  theoryef  the  Consti- 
tution on  that  subject,  and  on  the  vote  on  the 
adoption  or  the  rejection  of'  which  he  did  believe 
the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  depended— 4f,  he 
said,  on  questions  like  this,  gentlemen  come  up  and 
toe  the  mark,  there  must  be  some  reason  for  it. 
And  what  was  the  reason?  He  spoke  from  the 
evidence  before  him;  he  took  into  view  all  the 
discussions  on  this  subject;  and  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  with  all  possible  respect  for  honora- 
ble Senators,  that  there  was  a  disposition  mani- 
fested, beyond  all  doubt,  not  to  express  an  opinion 
on  these  resolutions — not  becaose  it  was  improper  to 
do  so,  bat  because  gentlemen  considered  it  impoli- 
tic to  do  so.  Why?  Look  at  the  amendment  no- 
tiftej  hf  the  gfentlenw  ftom  Pelaware)  and  yrh9X  II' 


was  that?  It  came  within  one  inch  of  the  mark. 
The  gentleman  proposed,  in  the  resolution  which 
affirmed  that  the  Gkneral  Government  had  no 
constitutional  power  to  inteifere  and  pay  the  debts 
of  the  States,  to  substitote  the  word  "obligation" 
for  **power;"  and  he  talked  abont  legal  *<obliga- 
tions"  and  moral  "obligations,"  and  on  that 
point  they  had  had  many  homilies  read  to  them, 
rfow,  with  all  possible  respect  fof  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  that  amendment,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  it  looked  more  like  political 
propagandism  than  anything  else.- 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana-,  [M.  Babrow,]  who  had 
misunderstood  his  observations  on  a  previous  day. 
That  honorable  Senator  bad  said  that  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  assumption  of  iState  debts  were 
so  on  the  ground  that  they  werrheld  by  British 
bankers  and  British  brokers;  and  he  further  said 
that  there  was  no  difference  between  their  obliga- 
tion to  American  citizens,  and  British  bankers  and 
brokers.  Why,  he  (Mr.  Biobt)  said  so  too;  but 
that  was  not  the  point.  He  (Mr.  Baobt)  said 
they  were  nnder  no  obligation  at  all.  He  would 
ask  theSenator  from  Louisiana,  then,  the  question— 
whether  there  was  a  doubt  operating  on  the  public 
mind,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  regard  to  the 
power  of  this  Government  to  assume  and  pay  the 
Slate  debts?  And  he  asked  if,  according  to  testi- 
mony l>efore  them,  it  was  not  operating  in- 
juriously on  the  pablic  credit?  He  asked  fur- 
ther, if  it  was  too  much  to  ask  Senators  to 
remove  the  doubt  which  was  operating  so  inf»- 
rionsly— notto  manufacture  opinion,  but  to  remove 
erroneous  impression.  Look  at  the  correspondence 
of  those  British  brokers  and  British  bankers  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  his  Secretary 
of  State;  and  what  was  the  language,  and  what 
was  the  tenor,  of  the  whole  of  them?  American 
stocks  most  inevitably  go  down,  unless  one  thmg 
was  done;  and  what  was  that?  Why,  it  was  said 
an  assaranoe  must  be  extended  te  the  foreign  hold- 
ers of  State  stocks,  or  the  national  credit  would 
partake  of  that  blight  which  had  cut  off  all  hope 
in  reference  to  State  liabilities.  That  was  a  ques- 
tion which,  in  his  (Mr.  Baabt^)  opinion,  call«l  on 
them  for  a  decisive  and  direct  opinion  respecting 
State  debts;  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing public  opinion.  He  (Mr.  B.)  should  maou- 
facture  opinion  for  no  one;  he  was  there  to  ex- 
press his  own.  He  wished  to  manufacture  opin- 
ion for  no  one:  he  wished  to  fabricate  political  capi- 
tal for  no  one;  but  he  wished  to  remove  impres- 
sions that  their  treasury  was  bankrupt,  and  their 
credit  dishonored;  and  he  believed,  as  he  had  a 
soul  to  be  saved,  that  if  the  American  Secretary 
had  dope  what  he  ought  to  have  done— if  he  had 
said  to  these  bankers  and  brokers  that  this  Govern- 
ment had  no  power  over  this  subject,  this  Gk>vern- 
ment  would  never  have  stood  in  the  position  in 
which  it  was  represented  to  stand  at  this  hour. 
After  a  few  other  obseivations,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman took  his  seat. 

Mr.  CONRAD  observed  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  have  taken  any  further  part  in  this  discussion; 
and  he  would  not  now  have  risen,  had  not  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  made  allusion  to  his  remarks, 
made  the  other  day.  Not  that  he  considered  there 
was  anything  discourteous  rn  the  Senator's  allu- 
sions, but  to  set  himself  and  the  Senator  right  upon 
some  points  on  which  he  might  be  misunderstood. 
It  was  true  he  had  said — but  not  to  the  extent  sup- 
posed b]^  the  Senator— Ihat  he  saw  nothing  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  with 
some  few  exceptions  as  to  phraseology,  to  which 
he  would  not,  on  general  principles  assent. 
This,  it  would  be  recollected,  was  said  nnder  a 
protest  that  he  had  not  either  heard  these  subjects 
discussed  in  the  Senate,  or  had  time  to  examine 
into  them  hiteself;  and  therefore  was  not  prepared 
to  expressany  decided  opinion — ^not  having,  in  fact, 
had  ah  opportunity  of  making  up  bis  mind  on  the 
constitutional  principles.  But  he  was  now  pre- 
pared to  say,  that,  having  examined  into  the  sub- 
ject since  these  resolutions  were  last  up,  he  hid 
satisfied  himself  that  he  could  not  subscribe  to  the 
resolntions  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  without 
radical  mpdi^cations,  which  would '  essentially, 
Chinee  their  cbnrnct^,     Tbe  't^\  resplutioni 


which  he  considered  merely  pretatory,  asserts  a 
proposition  as  a  fact,  which  he  (Mr.  Comkad)  de- 
nied to  be  a  factp— that  "another  of  the  prominent 
causes  which  tend  to  prolong  and  increase  the 
financial  embarrassments  of  the  country,  and  to 
retard  the  ultimate  restoration  of  public  and  pri- 
vate credit,  is  the  uncertainty  and  suspense  thrown 
over  the  policy  of  this  (Government,  in  regard  to 
the  debts  of  the  States,  by  the  agitation  of  projects 
for  the  virtual  assumption  of  those  debts  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Union.'* 

Now,  this  was  what  he  denied  to  be  tbe  fact. 
He  knew  it  was  not  among  the  causes  of  the  em- 
barrassments of  any  of  the  States  with  which  he 
was  acquainted;  for  in  such  States  there  was  no 
agitation  whatever  on  the  subject.  Indeed,  he 
doubted  if  it  was  a  subject  of  agitati(^n  in  any  of 
the  States  at  all— except,  perhaps,  Maryland,  and 
one  or  two  more.  Mr.  C.  in  like  manner  diwnss- 
ed  the  bearings  of  the  several  resolutions,  and 
showed,  from  the  context  of  the  whole,  why  he 
could  not  sulscribe  to  them.  He  then  replied  to 
such  observations  as  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
had  made  in  reference  to  tils  (Mr.  C.'s)  former  re- 
marks. . 

Mr.  CRITTENDBN  next  replied  to  the  re-, 
marks  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  reiterating 
his  former  declarations  as  to  his  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  tbe  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the  States. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,  in  order  that  the  opinions 
of  every  Senator  might  be  distinctly  obtained  upon 
the  propositions  contained  in  the*  resolutions,  he 
would  propose  an  amendment,  which  he  thought 
would  naturally  supersede  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia;  as  by  it  was  presented  the  separate 
and  distinct  questions  of  the  constilationality  and 
the  expediency  of  the  assumption  of  State  debts 
by  the  (General  Government. 

Mr.  CONRAD  observed  that  this  was  the  tenth 
or  twelfth  amendment  that  had  been  offered. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE.    But  this  comes  to  the  point* 

Mr.  CONRAD.  It  is  about  as  far  from  the,  point, 
I  apprehend,  as  any  of  the  others.  He  moved  to 
postpone  the  snbject  to  the  Ist  day  of  December 
next.  / 

Mr.  WALKBR  sud  he  did  not  know  why  they 
should  not  be  permitted  to  have  the  vote  as  wdl 
upon  the  resolutions  as  they  stood,  as  though  each 
question  was  presented  separately  and  distinctly.' 
If  the  resolntions  were  considered  of  no  conse- 
quence in  themselves— if  they  were  a  mere  frnrfnm 
AtJmcn,  and  would  have  no  ioAuence  upon  popular 
opinion — upon  the  action  of  the  States  in  relation 
to  tht?  matter — why  had  gentlemen  consnmed  so 
much  time)  Why  were  they  desirous  of  avoiding 
a  vote,  the  consequences  of  which  would  amoani 
to  nothing?  Why  were  they  endeavoring  to  avoid 
a  vote,  by  motions  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  ta- 
ble, and4>y  a  motion  for  postponemenil  Why  avoid 
adirect  vote,  denying  or  affirming  the  question  of  the 
constitutionality  or  expediency,  as  long  as  it  would 
produce  no  effect?  Produce  no  effect,  sir!  The  Sen- 
ate wis  one  of  the  parties  appealed  to,  to  assume  the 
debts  of  the  States.  They  could  not  be  assumed 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  Senatei  and  would 
it,  then,  have  no  effect,  ihat  one  of  the  parties 
should  declare,  in  advance,  their  belief  that  this 
Government  had  no  constitutional  power  to  assume 
those  debts?  Who  ever  thought  that  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States  possessed  the  power  to 
insauct  Congress  to  violate  the  CJonstitatioB?  If 
they  pass  the  resolution  proclaiming  that  the  Gov- 
ernment possessed  no  constitutional  power  to  do 
80,  instruction  would  fall  impotent.  How  had 
this  question  been  brought  there?  Were  the  Dem- 
ocratic members  of  that  body  to  be  charged 
with  eonsnmini  the  time  of  the  Senate  upon  this 
subject?  Certamly  not.  The  resolutions  were 
brought  forward  by  the  friends  of  assumpiion— by , 
numerous  petitions  from  the  people  in  varions 
States,  calling  upon  the  (3overaAent  to  assume 
the  debts  of  the  States  by  the  issue  of  stock.  It 
bad  been  brought  to  their  attention  by  the  friends— 
not  by  the  opponents— of  assumption;  and  the  Sen- 
ate had  been  asked  for  an  expression  of  its  opinion 
upon  the  subject*  Was  not  this  parliamentary? 
What  had  been  the  courss  adopted  heretofore  upon 
such  subjects  as  this,  where  petitions  had  been 
I  presented,  and  the  action  of  Qon^ress  upon  it  ^ 
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quested?  Was  it  not  nsoally— nt  j,  ahaosC  imi- 
▼ei«ftlly-^the  practice  of  iliat  body  to  make- a  re- 
apecif^l  replyl  He  wished  an  expression  of  the 
judgment  of  the  Senaie  to  be  made  in  this  case, 
^t  there  might  be  no  misconception  in  the  pnblio 
mind  in  reference  to  the  so^ect  And  he  would 
say  to  the  Senate,  that,  by  refosing  snch  expression, 
they  would  assuredly  oecasion  repudiation  on  the 
part  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States.  He  hoped 
that  a  direct  vote  would  be  taken,  believing  ir,  as 
he  did,  of  far  greater  importance  than  any  other 
aabjeet  which  could  possibly  engage  the  attention 
of  CoBgress. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  belicTed  there  was  no 
member  of  that  body  who  had  a  greater  regard  for 
the  public  faith,  eitltfr  of  the  States  individually  or 
nnited,  in  this  GoTemment;  there  was  no  man 
more  anxious  that  they  should  fulfil  with  fidelity 
Ihe'engsgements  they  had  made,  than  he  was;  and 
yet  he  was  as  strongly— -or,  perhaps,  more  stron]^- 
Jy— opposed  to  this  measure  than  any  member  of 
that  body.  And  if  be  had  no  other  reason  (for  he 
would  not  go  into  the  constitutional  argument)  bat 
a  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  stockholders  them- 
selreSyhe  would  raifehis  voice  against  it.  He  believed 
it  would  be  doing  them  infinite  injustice.  If,  by  any 
possibility,  tlus  plan  shotUd  be  adopted,  it  could  not 
stand;  it  would  overwhelm  the  revenue  of  tha 
country.  Instead  of  being  a  charge  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands  alone,  it  would  become  a  charge  upon  the 
customs,  which,  every  one  must  be  aware,  were 
insufficient  to  sustain  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government.  To  add  a  burden  of  six  millions 
more  was  preposterous.  It  involved  the  altema- 
tivf — which  he  trusted  no  one  would  desire— >of  in- 
ternal taxation,  or  of  repudiation  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government. 

He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  a  response 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  numerous  petitions  which 
liad  been  presented  to  them,  and  to  the  resolutions  of- 
fered by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  They  ought  to 
put  upon  record  a  vote  declaring  that  it  would  be 
contrary  to  every  consideration  of  expediency  to 
adopt  such  a  measure,  in  order  to  let  the  public 
creditors  understand  the  true  state  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  was,  as  decidedly  as  any 
gentleman  within  that  body  could  be,  fdv^rM  to 
the  proposition  of  assuming,  on  the  part  of  this 
'Government,  the  debts  of  the  States,  in  whatever 
form  that  proposition  might  be  presented.  He  had 
hetn  desirous  that  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
that  body  should  be  had  upon  the  question;  but  it 
was  now  perfectly  evident  that  every  endeavor  to 
obtain  that  expression  must  fail  of  success,  from 
the  policy  which  he  perceived  gentlemen  were  de- 
termined to  pursue,  in  order  to  prevent  a  direct 
Tote  upon  the  proposition.  -He  did  not  rise  for  the 
{lurpoee  of  going  into  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion; for  it  was  a  question,  it  seemed  to  him,  alto- 
gether too  large  to  admit  of  being  properly  and 
fully  discussed  during  this  session,  even  u  the 
whole  remsining  time  should  be  devoted  to  it. 

When  this  subject  was  first  brought  before  Con- 
gress, he  (Mr.  A.)  confessed  be  was  among  the 
number  of  those  who  strongly  reprehended  (though 
he  was  then  In  the  retirensent  df  private  life)  even 
the  introduction  of  the  question  into  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  It  did  not,  mt  that  time,  even 
enter  into  his  conception  that  it  would  ever  be  mat- 
ter (es  he  now  found  it  was  likely  to  become)  of 
crave  deliberation  whether  it  would  be  politic  or 
just,  on  the  part  of  this  Gtovemmeut,  to  assume  the 
debts  of  the  States. 

He  was  desirous  of  having  a  distinct  vote  upon 
the  question  now,  though  he  was  as  adverse  as  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  had  declared  himself  to  be 
to  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure;  for  the  matter 
was  growing  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  an  abstrac- 
tion, though  it  might,  perhaps,  be  considered  a 
demi-abstraction  still.  He  feared  that  a  very 
alarming  change  in  public  sentiment,  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  was  about  taking  place;  and,  per- 
haps, by  the  time  that  Congress  should  again  con- 
vene, if  it  were  undetermined  now,  tbey  would 
have  it  forced  upon  thein  the  more  urgently  by  rea- 
son of  the  delay.  He  was  very  apprehensive  that 
all  resistance  to  it,  even  now,  would  prove  vain; 
bat  be  destied  to  include  himself  among  those  who. 
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on  the  very  threshold  of  this  matter,  had  waged  an 
undying  hostility  towards  this  absurd  and  unwar- 
rantable scheme. 

Gentlemen  talked  of  limitations  upon  the  pow» 
ers  of  this  Government,  and  at  the  same  moment 
were  proposing  legislative  action  by  which  the  as- 
sumption of  debts  to  the  amount  of  |900,000,000 
was  contemplated;  and  those  debts,  too,  never  hav- 
ing been  subject  to  the  action  of  this  Government 
When  such  a  proposition  as  this  could  find  a  rest- 
ing place  in  this,  the  highest  national  court  of  ju- 
dicature, it  was  enough  to  awaken  them  to  resist- 
ance; it  was  not  a  time  for  idle  delay.  They  were 
invoked,  by  the  highest  considerations  of  public 
policy,  to  offer  at  once  a  determined  resisianoe  to 
this  atrocioos  measure— for  so  he  regarded  it. 
But  he  had  risen  simply  for  the  purpose  of  sa|ing 
that,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  altogether  in  vain,  he 
thought,  to  attempt  to  get  through  this  labyrinth  of 
resolution  piled  upon  resolution,  he  felt  constrained 
to  give  way.  He  would  be  obliged  to  forego  the  at- 
tainment of  the  object  which  he  greatly  desired, 
namely:  to  obtain  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  question,  or  else  consent  to 
consume  the  whole  of  the  remaining  time  of  the 
session.  He  would  be  constrained  to  vote,  there- 
fore— anxious  as  he  was  to  give  a  vote  directly  upoa 
the  question,  as  well  as  to  express  his  opinions 
upon  it — for  the  postponement. 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  observed  that  he  always  re- 
garded what  was  said  by  the  Senator  firom  Ken- 
tucky as  being  entitled  to  much  weighu  Bnt  when 
that  gentleman  declared  that  he  hoped  it  would  be 
impossible  that  they  should  be  called  upon  at  any 
time  to  give  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  that 
body  upon  a  question  which  would  produce  such 
an  effect  upon  the  country  as  this  question  must 
necessarily  produce,  he  confessed  he  was  not  a  lit- 
tle disappoinud.  On  this  side  of  the  Chamber  (the 
Democratic)  they  understood  each  other,  and  the 
country  understood  them.  Their  opinioBS  in  ref- 
erence 10  this  question  were  well  known;  bnt  it  be- 
longed to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  solve 
the  doubts  which  were  resting  upon  the  public 
mind  in  regard  to  what  the  action  of  Congress 
would  be  in  reference  to  it. 

Was  the  Senator  from  B^entucky  (versed,  as  he 
must  be,  in  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  this 
country)  not  prepared  to  decide  that  this  Govern- 
ment cannot  assume  the  debts  contracted  by  the 
States— that  this  Government  cannot  lay  taxes  to  be 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  StalesI  Surely  he 
was  prepared  for  this  declaration;  if  not,  what  was 
the  inference)  That  the  party  of  which  that  gen- 
tleman was  the  powerful  champion,  was  unwilling 
to  lay  its  principles  before  the  country.  Was  he 
willing  to  incur  a  suspicion  of  this  nature?  Did 
the  gentleman  hold  that  we  had  no  right  to  hold 
consultation  with  the  people  upon  subjects  of  this 
nature)  Senators  on  this  side  thought  differently. 
ney  were  ever  ready  to  enter  into  consultation; 
to  reason;  to  argue;  to  remonstrate;  to  discuss,  and 
endeavor  to  impress  those  opinions  which  they  be- 
lieved to  be  just. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  responded  to  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  CurnaxaTj  by  again  reiter- 
ating his  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  assumption, 
as  stated  in  his  first  remarks. 

The  question  then  coming  up  on  Bir.  Coheao^ 
motion  to  postpone  the  subject  to  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next, 

Mr.  EVANS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ARCHER  asked  were  the  resolutions  offer- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
McDuFpn]  now  indudedl 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  then  decided  in  tha 
afilrmative — ^yeas  35,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

TBAB— M«Mm.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batas,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Cboate,  Clapton,  Coniady  CraAa,  CrittMideD,  Daytoo,  Bvaiw, 
GrahaiU}  Heodenon,  HuntiDgtoDi  MaDgnm,  Merrick,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Pheipe,  amlUi  of  lodlana,  Bprague,  Tailmadge, 
White,  and  Woodbridge-96. 

NATiS— Meanrs.  AUen,  Bagby.  Benton,  Bacbanao,  Calhoua, 
CatblMrt,  FultoD,  King,  Lion,  McDoflie.  McBotMrta,  Biyea, 
BeTter,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stnrgeoo.  Tappan,  Walker,  Wil- 
cor,  WlUiame,  Woodbury,  Wright,  andToimg-^22. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  now  snbmilied  his  resolutions, 
as  a  snbstantive  proposition,  as  follows: 


Xeiotoed;  That  the  GoTenuBantof  the  Uoilad  — -j^^—j- 
eonaiitutional  power  to  aaeume  the  debta  contiactad  by  tha 
Btaiee  for  their  own  proper  purpoaei^  by  tha  imae  of  meek, 
wfaateyer  fund  may  he  pledged  lor  tha  paymeot  of  the  istenrt 

^&e9<awSi  That  it  ie  Inezpedittt  for  thia  Gov eniSMDt  tfasa  ts 
aflinme  tha  aforeeaSd  debta« 

He  hoped  they  woitld  be  considered  now,  and 
allowed  to  go  at  once  to  the  Tote. 

Mr.  BYANS  and  others  objected. 

The  resolutions,  therefore,  lie  over  one  day,  under 
the  rule. 

On  motion,  of  BCr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  session;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPRESBNTATiyE& 
SATuaDAT,  February  18, 1843. 

Mr.  BARTON  presented  the  petition  of  nameiOM 
citiiens  of  Fredenck  county,  Virginia,  praying  for 
relief  to  the  country,  by  the  issue  of  stock  based 
upon  theprooeeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  presented  the  memorial  of 
William  Bell  and  €43  other  citizens  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  (who  consider  the  public  domain 
as  the  property  of  the  individual  States,)  praying 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  for  the  issue  of  GoTem- 
ment stock,  on  the  basis  of  the  pubUc  domain. 

THE  OPERATION  OF  THE  TARIFF    OR 
FOREIGN  TREATIES. 

Bdr.  McXEON  offered  the  foUowiog  lesolation; 

and  it  was  adopted: 

Rtiohed,  That  the  PreaidaDt  of  tha  United  flialee  be  reqoM^ 
edto  commiinlcata  to  this  Hoaae  (if  not  inoompatibla  wfui  the 
public  intereet)  any  eorreepondeiice  between  the  repnaaota^ 
tlTea  of  foreign  GoTemments  and  tha  Goremmenc  oT  tha  Uni* 
ted  Statee  in  relation  to  the  operation  of  the  pieeent  tariff  lawe 
on  tieatlee-exiiiiog  with  thoee  foreign  Ootecnmanta. 

THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  had  been  Us  intention 
to  move,  this  mornmg,  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
self into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union;  bnt  he  had  been  appealed  to  on  all  aides 
of  the  House  to  permit  some  bills  on  the  Speakei^ 
table  to  be  this  day  disposed  of;  and  he  wovld, 
therefore,  waive  the  motion  which  he  had  intended 
to  make,  so  that  the  bills  alluded  to  could  be  ta- 
ken up  and  disposed  of,  and  that  then  the  conunit- 
tees  could  be  called  for  reports;  but,  on  Monday 
morning,  he  should  move  that  the  House  reaolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  GO  WEN  suggested  that,  after  the  dispnonl 
of  the  business  alluded  to,  the  House  should  take 
up  a  bill  on  the  table  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Ken* 
dall;  and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  Umt 
bill.     . 

Mx.  J.  THOMPSON  rose,  and  caUed  for  the  or- 
ders of  the  day. 

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART  obtained  penmsRon  to 
bring  before  the  House  the  state  of  the  Commitlee 
on  Naval  Affairs;  which,  being  without  a  quonsaiy 
in  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  several  of  its 
members,  it  was  unable  to  transact  any  basinoaB. 
He,  therefore,  moved  that  other  gentlemen  be  sip- 
pointed,  to  give  the  committee  a  working  quoraoi, 
m  the  place  of  those  who  were  unable  to  attend. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Leigis- 
latore  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  diiectiBg  the  Sen- 
ators  firom  that  State,  and  requesting  its  Represent- 
atives, to  endeavor  to  get  the  Qovemment  to  SBBias 
that  State  in  remoying  obstructioBs  in  Red  river; 
and  another  like  resolution,  directfaig  and  reqneat- 
ing  their  Senators  and  Representatives  to  use  their 
exertions  to  have  the  second  regiment  of  dragoona, 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
Moipped,  mounted,  and  occupied  as  at  present,  nt 
FV>rt  Jesnp. 

Mr.  W.  B.  CABftPBELL  prssented  addiUoanl 
documents,  relating  to  the  case  of  John  Mdntoeb 
of  Florida. 

Mr.  TURNET  presented  like  papers  in  the 


Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  firom  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  submitted  a  bUl,  as  an  amendment  to  n 
bill  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorjr 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  relation  tx» 
custom-house  organization. 

a  V 
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THE  RBMpYAL  OF  JONATHAN  ROBERTS. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  to  the  Houi^e  an  £c- 
eentiTe  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
mefty  in  answer  to  a  reaolntion  of  the  House  of 
RepreaentatiTSs  of  the  13ih  February  bat,  respect* 
ing  the  removal  of  Jonathan  Roberta,  coUeetox  of 
Philadelphia,  which  waa  as  loltowa: 


Tuunmr  DsrABnt  bhtv 

rebntoTf  16, 1843. 

SOL*  I  have  thaboDOTtoiUkte,  in  reply  co  the  neoladonof  the 
Hotue  of  RepreeentatiTee,  adopted  oo  the  1^  IfMtant,  that  no 
cbartea  have  been  preferred  tothk  department  aninet  Jonar 
than  ilobetta,  late  collector  of  the  pon  of  Philadelphia,  relatira 
to  hii  djeeharge  of  the  datioe  of  aaid  oflloe;  that  no  order,  in- 
ftractioOf  or  request,  addreeaed  to  the  aald  Jonathan  Robenn^  to 
remore  er  appoint  an  j  eubordinaie  officers  of  the  ^coBtoma  at 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  ia  contained  en  the  records  of  tiiia  d^ 
fiartment.  The  only  letter  on  that  aol^ect,  witldn  my  Imowledn, 
oeloc  a  priirate  note  written  by  me,  endoninc  one  fkom  the 
Prawdent;  coplea  of  neither  of  wliich  were  retained. 

I  lierewith  incloae,  agreeably  to  the  call  coolained  in  the  reaiK 
latlon,  a  copy  of  the  order,  or  letter,  diamiadng  Mr.  Roberta 
ftom  the  office  of  collector  of  aaid  port,  (marked  A.)  and  a 
eopy  of  a  letter  firom  the  Pint  Comptroller,  (marked  B,)  which 
oneiitute  all  leueraand  papers  in  poasesalon  of  tlw  dspaitiaant, 
celatiog  to  the  subject  embraced  in  said  raaolutios. 
•  I  am,  air,  very  reapectfolly, 

Yonrobediant  aerrant, 

W.  FORWARD, 
Secretary  of  the  Tieaaury. 

To  the  Hon.  Jobr  Wbitb,  Speaker,  dx. 

TSBABinnr  I>iPAanonrr, 
aept$mber  10, 1812. 

8b:  I  am  directed  by  the  Preaident  to  Inform  you  that  lie  haa 
a|)pototed  TbomaaB.  Smidi  to  be  collector  of  the  cuaioma  for 
the  district  of  Philadelphia,  in  yonr  place. 
I  am,  very  respectfally, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

W.  FORWARD, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

JOMATHAH  ROBMITS,  BSO., 

Lata  Collector  of  tha  Customs,  Philadelphia. 
B. 

Tmmabukt  "DmPAKnoKTt 
Comptroller**  Office,  September  10, 1812. 

Bn:  Thomas  S.  Smith  having  been  appointed  collector  of 
Philadelphia,  yon  will  deliver  to  him,  on  application,  all  the 
public  property  In  your  poeseaslon,  togetlier  with  the  fornuL 
nooks  of  enny,  and  instructiona  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice, with  wfafch  yon  hare  been  fnrniahed  by  this  department; 
for  all  which  Tou  will  take  doplicaie receipts^  (specifying  every 
aitkloi)  and  forward  one  of  ttiem  to  tliis  office. 
Very  respectfully, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  w.  Mcculloch, 

Gon}ptroUer. 
^  Jonathan  Robbrts,  Esq^ 

Late  (Collector  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  TOLAND  moved  the  reference  of  these 
papers  to  aielect  committee,  with  power  to  send 
for  penona  and  papers;  and  on  this  he  moved  the 
previons  qaestion. 

The  previous  qntttion  was  seconded,  the  main 
qaestion  was  ordered  to  be  pnt,  and  a  motion  to 
lay  the  motion  to  refer  on  the  table  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  a  division  of  the  mo- 
tion; and  the  qaestion  was  first  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  refer,  which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
74  to  61. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
next  bianeh  of  the  motion;  and»  being  ordered,  they 
resulted  thin— yeas  77,  nays  €5.  The  whole  mo- 
tion was,  therefore,  agreed  to. 

REMOVALS  FROM  OFFICE 

The  SPBAB^ER  laid  before  the  Honse  thb  fol 
lowing  communication,  which  was  read: 

TBBASiraT  DBVARIMBin, 

February  16, 1843. 
8ia:  I  have  the  liODor  to  alate,  ia  answer  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Repreeenuti?es  adopted  on  the  l3th  instaAt,  re- 
qoiripg  copies  of  all  or  any  eharcee  that  may  be  on  file  in  my 
office  againat  Calrin  Blytfae,  aa  collector  of  the  port  of  Phila* 
delphia,  and  tlia  namea  of  those  who  petitioned  for  his  remoral, 
that  no  sQch  chargea  or  petitions  are  contained  in  the  record 
of  ilUs  department. 

There  are  racommeDdations  for  the  office  of  collector;  but  as 
they  contain  neither  charges  against  Mr.  Bl jthe,  nor  aslc  for  his 
remoral,  they  are  not  deemed  to  be  within  the  oaU  of  the  reao- 
lotion. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  aerrant, 

W.  FORWARD, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.JoHKW]un, 

Bpealtev  of  the  House  of  Repreasntatires. 

Mr.  WISE  obeerred,  that  as  the  response  of 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 
removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  the  snccessor  of 
Mr.  Blythe,  had  been  refened  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
he  sboald  moTe  the  same  reference  in  relation  to  the 
response  retpecting  the  removal  of  Mr.  Blythe,  but 
for  the  reason  that  lie  eonoeiyed  that  the  Honse 


had  in  no  capacity  whateyer,  under  the  Ckinstitn- 
tion  of  the  united  States,  the  power  to  call  the 
Execntiye  to  accpnnt  for  the  removal  of  a  public 
officer. 

Mr.  BARNARD  called  the  gentleman  to  order, 
and  demanded  what  was  the  qaestion  before  the 
EEonse. 

Bfr.  WISE  said  that  he  should  more  to  print  the 
oommnnieatioB  from  the  Treasory  Departmenty 
and  on  that  motion  be  intended  to  speak.  We 
have  (said  he)  an  authority  in  the  report  of  the 
Comauttee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  exchequer 
bUl;  and,  in  that  report,  the  extraordinary  doctrine 
was  laid  down,  that  the  entire  Congress  of  the 
United  States  could  not  limit  tiie  executive  power 
of  removal. 

Mr.  BARNARD  again  called  Mr.  W.  to  order, 
OB  the  ground  of  irrelevaney. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  a  right  to  show  why 
he  did  not  move  to  refer  this  communication  to  a 
select  committee,  and  for  pursoing  a  different 
course  from  that  taken  in  the  case  of  Jonathan. 
Roberts.  His  remarks  were,  therefore,  unques- 
tionably pertinent  to  the  motion  before  the  House. 
The  two  cases  were  directly  parallel.  BIyths  was 
in  office  us  collector  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  re- 
moved from  it  at  the  time  that  Roberts  was  ap' 
pointed,  without  any  imputation  on  his  conduct, 
except  that  he  differed  in  politics  from  the  party 
in  power.  He  was  removed  at  the  time  when,  not* 
withstanding  the  party  that  had  j'nstgot  into  power 
had  denounced  the  party  that  had  gone  out,  for  po; 
litieat  proscription,  there  were  90,000  hungry 
wolves  in  this  city,  of  the  glorious  Wbig  party, 
seeking  whom  they  might  devour.  At  that  time, 
Calvin  Blythe  was  turned  out  of  office,  without  an  v 
charge  whatever  being  made  against  him,  and 
Roberts  was  put  in  his  place.  He  did  not  intend 
to  ge  into  the  case  of  Roberts,  as  it  was  not  the 
subject  of  investigation;  but  he  would  remark,  that 
the  only  blame  he  attached  to  the  President  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  was,  for  not  removing  him 
sooner  than  he  did.  Whether  the  case  of  Blythe 
was  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  pow- 
er to  send  for  persons  or  papers,  or  not,  would  de- 
pend on  the  motion  of  some  other  gentleman*  He 
could  not  make  that  motion,  for  the  reason  he  had 
before  given;  but  would  leave  it  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  Baowir.J 

He  could  not  call  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  his  reasons  for  removing  men  from 
office  when,  according  to  tlie  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  they  eould  not  even 
delegate  that  power  to  the  Senate,  which  co-oper- 
ated in  the  appointing  power.  This  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  voted  for  the  reference 
of  the  case  of  Roberts  to  a  select  committee,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers;  which  was, 
m  effect,  to  make  the  President  accountable  to 
them^for  this  removal,  when,  according  to  their  re- 
port, he  was  not  accountable  even  to  the  Senate. 
If  there  was  one  principle  held  by  the  Whigs  more 
sacred  than  another,  prior  to  the  lalt  elections,  it 
was  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
not  have  the  power  of  removal  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  No  one  before  had  ever 
held  the  monstrous  doctrine  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives should  have  the  concurrent  power  of 
removal,  and  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers^  to  control  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  the  exercise  of  this  power.  The  doctrine 
he  had  alwajrs  maintained  was,  that  the  Senate, 
having  a  voice  in  appointments  to  office,  should 
also  have  a  voice  in  removals  from  office;  but  that 
the  House,  having  no  voice  in  the  appointments, 
should .  have  none  in  the  removals.  He  gave  gen- 
tlemen warning  that  if  they  would  go  into  the 
question  of  the  removal  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  he 
should  go  into  the  case  of  the  removals  of  1,700 
postmasters  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  GaAROKa,]  when  he  was  Postmaster  General. 
He  had  ever  been  opposed  to  the  blind  and  indis- 
criminate removal  of  political  opponents  from 
office.  He  believed  that  one  of  the  evils  that  was 
gnawing  into  the  vitals  of  our  institutions  was  the 
want  of  permanence  in  appointments  to  office; 
and  if  parties  were  to  be  permitted  to  put  in  their 
J  friendsi  and  put  out  their  eneniesi  every  four  jaaiii 


the  Qoremment  must  go  to  wreck  for  the  want  of 
competent  persons  to  carry  it  on. 

Mr.  EVERETT  here  called  Mr.  Wnc  to  order 
for  irrelevaney;  and,  lifter  a  short  discussion  or 
the  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  gentleman  frona 
Virginia  was  in  order. 

Bir.  EVERETT  appeaVd,  and  called  for  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House;  and,  under  its  operation,  the  appeal  was 
overruled. 

Mr.  WISE  then  concluded  bis  remarks  by  say- 
ing, that  if  gentlemen  would  go  into  this  matter, 
they  must  also  take  up  the  reign  of  the  **orj^ 
monih,"  as  well  as  any  succeeding  period  since 
the  political  death  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren.  The  very 
time  when  they  were  protesting  to  the  people  of 
this  nation  that  they  were  against  proscription,  the 
Whig  party  made  the  greatest  number  of  remo- 
vals— thus  showing  to  the  world  that  they  were 
hypocrires  and  knaves. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  rose  and  moved  that 
the  communication  be  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  te  inquire  whether  Jona- 
than Roberts  took  any  part  in  the  removal  of  Cal- 
vin Blythe,  and  what  that  part  was.  He  made 
this  motion,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  say 
a  few  words  to  the  House. 

Mr.  TOLAND  said  he  had  no  objection  to  any 
inquiries  being  instituted. 

iTr.  JACOB   THOMPSON  wished  to   know 
whether  the  morning  hour  was  now  going  on. 
'  The  SPEAKER  said  it  was. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  said  the  cominaaication  was 
such  as  every  one  expected  to  see.  There  were  no 
charges  against  Calvin  Blythe.  Indeed,  none  could 
have  been  made  against  a  maa  who  preserved  such 
an  unblemished  reputation,  after  a  life  of  forty-five 
years,  twenty  of  which  had  been  spent  in  ihe  service 
of  his  State,  and  on  the  battle-fields  of  his  country. 
In  the  post  of  Secretary  of  State,  judge  of  one  of 
the  State  courts,  and  a  public  officer  in  various  sit- 
uations, he  always  bore  and  sustained  a  character 
of  unimpeachable  integrity.  Appointed  collector 
of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  but  a  short  time  before 
the  cloftc  of  the  late  Administration,  he  had  not 
been  in  office  more  than  one  year  before  he  was 
removed,  without  a  taint,  or  a  suspicion,  or  a 
charge  of  any  sort.  Such  was  the  history,  In  a  few 
words,  of  Calvin  Blythe.  How  different  that  of 
his  successor!  Jonathan  Roberts  was  put  in  office 
to  serve  the  basest  purposes — ^to  be  the  instrumeat 
of  carrying  out  the  political  and  personal  schemes 
of  bad  men.  It  is  upon  the  record  given  to  th« 
worid  by  Mr.  Roberts  himself,  that  he  took  the 
office  upon  the  conditions  that  he  should  turn  out 
faithful  officers,  and  pnt  in  their  places  the  profli- 
gate and  corrupt.  No  sooner -was  he  installed  in 
office,  than  every  inspector  and  watchman  in  the 
custom-house  was  removed,  without  a  man  at 
sunrise  the  next  day  to  tell  the  tale  that  he  waa 
still  in  office.  In  the  letter  of  the  President  an- 
nouncing the  appointment,  he  tells  Mr.  Roberta 
that  he  is  expected  to  appoint  such  men  as  Bela 
Badger  and  J.  Washington  Tyson  should  name  to 
him*r— nay,  worse  than  that— each  men  as  they 
had  promUid  ttfflee  to  before  they  were  appointed* 
and,  no  doubt,  as  the  price  of  personal  services  to 
them  in  aiding  them  to  get  office  from  the  Presi- 
dent, or  for  corrupt  services  for  pipe-laying  for 
the  Whig  party  to  achieve  its  victory  of  1840. 
And  who  were  Bela  Badger  and  J.  Washington 
Tyson,  that  they  should  dictate  to  the  Treasory 
Department,  or  the  collector  of  Philadelphia,  who 
should  be  the  officers  of  its  customs!  The  gentle- 
man from  Philadelphia  [Mr.  ToLAin>]  would  not 
deny  that  Mr.  Roberts  had  carried  out  to 
the  letter  the  instructions  of  the  President,  and 
bad  appointed  to  office  the  friends  and  associates  of 
Badger  and  Tyson.  And  such  appointments  I  Of  all 
the  vile  and  the  worthless  in  Philadelphia,  some  of 
them  were  the  very  worst.  Instead  of  the  custom- 
house, they  were  more  fit  for  the  penitentiary — 
loafers,  pipe«layers,  and  pardoned  convicts  we^l 
among  them.  Whig  meetings  were  held  to  de- 
nounce and  repudiate  them.  Whig  newspapera 
utterly  condemned  them.  The  whole  city  felt  a 
shock  at  the  desecration  of  one  of  its  public  in- 
•titatioim  by  the  vile  cfaaraoter  of  thoae  plaoed  in 
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it  by  Mr.  Roberts.  Such  were  the  facts  of  the 
case.  Was  it  any  wonUer,  then,  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates,  as  soon  as  he  found 
out  (the  chaiacief  of  Bela  Badger,  and  those 
be  had  been  the  means  of  potting  in  office, 
should  request  Mr.  Roberts  to  turn  them  out 
ag&in?  It  was  his  duty  to  request  them  to  be  re- 
moved. And  why  could  not  Mr.  Roberts  have  re- 
moved them?  Had  he  not  put  them  in  at  the 
request  of  the  President?  He  had  suffered  dictation 
in  the  first  instance— why  not  in  the  second?  The 
reason  was  obvious.  A  change  had  come  over 
the  spirit  of  his  dream.  When  he  took  the  office, 
he  was  a  fiiend  of  Mr.  Tyler;  when  he  was  re- 
quested to  make  the  removals,  he  was  a  friend  to 
the  chief  of  another  division  of  the  party.  The 
officers  to  be  removed  were  the  open  and  avowed 
friends  to  that  chieftain;  and  Mr.  Roberts  was 
willing  they  should  continue  in  office,  to  abuse 
and  vilify  Mr.  Tyler,  to  promote  the  election  of 
Mr.  Clay.  These  very  crimes  were  qualifications 
in  his  eyes  that  fitted  them  for  that  service. 

Those  were  the  immediate  causes  of  the  removal. 
It  was  on'  record.  Mr.  Roberta  had  published  his 
own  goilt  to  the  world,  and  it  needed  no  committee 
of  this  House  to  give  it  a  broader  circulation. 

There  might  have  been  other  causes  operating 
in  the  President's  mind  when  he  was  removed.  It 
might  have  been  that  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  know  him 
so  well  when  he  appointed  him;  he  might  have 
beard  afterwards  that  Mr.  Roberts  had  been  a  de- 
cided opponent  of  General  Harrison  during  the 
war;  he  might  have  seen  on  the  records  of  the 
Senate,  what  he  had  not  noticed  before  he  ap- 
pointed him — that  Mr.  Roberts  had  been  one  of 
tbove  who  had  attempted  to  tarnish  the  fame  of 
General  Harrison,  by  refusing  in  die  Senate  of  the 
United  States  to  honor  him.  He  might  also  have 
subsequently  seen  that  Mr.  Roberts  was  the  author 
of  the  foulest  slander  ever  propagated  in  this  coun- 
try, having  attempted  to  tarnish  the  reputation  of 
the  wife  of  a  hero  and  statesman — that  which  no 
honorable  man  would  ever  attempt  to  bring  into 
politics.  Mr.  Tjpler  might  not  have  known  all  this; 
and  when  he  had  become  informed  of  it,  Mr.  B.  ap- 
pealed to  this  House  and  the  country  if  he  was 
not  right  in  removing  him;  and  Mr.  B.  only  wished 
that  he  bad  placed  his  removal  on  higher  grounds— 
on  the  grounds  which  he  had  last  stated;  but  one 
and  all  of  them  were  sufficient,  and  there  was  not  a 
man  in  Pennsylvania,  whose  feeliag  was  not  cal- 
lous, whose  heart  had  not -been  deeply  dyed  in 
political  partisanship,  that  had  not  rejoiced  at  the 
removal. 

Mr.  B.,  in  conclusion,  withdrew  his  motion,  say- 
ing that  hiB  purpose  was  answered  by  the  commu- 
nication just  received  from  th^  department,  and  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  couple  the  name  of  Calvin 
Blythe  any  longer  with  that  of  Jonathan  Roberts. 

Mr.  BARNARD  now  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  that  the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  subject  of  the  exchequer. 

The  motion  was  voted  down. 

Mr.  TOLAND  then  addressed  the  House  in  re- 
ply to  the  gentleman  fh)m  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa  J 
and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Chirles  Bsowm.]  He  said  it  was  not  his  custom 
to  take  part  in  debates  of  this  kind;  and  he  would  not 
do  so  on  the  present  occasion,  but  that  he  felt  it 
due  to  his  constituents  to  say  something.  He  read 
from  the  expote  of  Mr.  Roberts,  refened  to  by  his 
colleague,  and  contended  that  Mr.  Roberts  never 
consented  to  become  the  tool  of  any  man. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  rose,  and  read  a  part  of  the 
expose,  containing  a  letter  from  the  President  to 
Mr.  Roberts,  in  which  the  President  stated  that 

J!^'JS^^ "l^  **'•  ^?*" '*''•  *»«•"  *•  warm«rt cuntMt. 
,«nto.  The^  may  have  made  promises  in  anticipation  of  suc- 
cess to  particular  persons,  whom  yon  may  qaiet  by  carrylne 
them  out  I  merely  make  Tou  suggestions  as  ffom  Sue  ftlend 
W  another,  to  be  adopted  by  yonasvour  judgment  may  dic- 
tate. I  have  one  w^h,  I  confess;  and  it  is  that  Governor  Shultz 
should  have  the  place  of  prlnclpal-an  office,  the  duties  of 
Which  are  light,  and  the  income  oi  some  moment  to  him." 

Thi^,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  known  was  all  carried 
out,  eicept  that  Governor  Shnltz^s  son  was  ap- 
pointed instead  of  Governor  Shultz. 

Mr.  Roberts  himself  says,  in  his  own  expote,  that 
his  •'appoiffftiMfHt  thnmiheut  were  governed  Mke 
xxpuKSsaD  witkee  of  the  Prtetdent.^^ 
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Mr.  TOLAND  resumed,  and  contended  that  the 
fact  stated  by  his  colleague  came  from  the  letter 
of  the  President,  and  not  from  Mr.  Roberts.  He 
rose  not  to  attack  the  President,  but  to  vindicate 
Mr.  Roberts,  who  was  removed  because  he  would 
not  become  the  tool  of  any  num.  He  did  not  rise 
to  speak  against  Calvin  Blythe.  He  believed  Hr. 
Blythe  was  a  man  of  high  character,  and  he  had 
never  asked  for  his  removal.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wife]  had  attacked  his  reso* 
lution  as  if  he  had  iatended,  in  offering  it,  to  in- 
terfere with  the  functions  of  the  President.  So 
far  from  having  any  such  design,  he  had  studiously 
avoided  affording  even  a  shadow  for  such  a  charge. 
He  had  not  called  on  the  President,  but  merely 
for  documents  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
Were  the  departments  to  be  sealed  to  members 
desiring  information? 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  a  mere  call  for  papers  on 
file  would  give  a  partial  view  only  of  the  question. 
A  call  on  the  President  would  give  the  entire 
view  of  it.  He  objected  to  giving  the  committee 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  because  it 
looked  like  an  attempt  to  hold  the  President  re- 
sponsible to  the  House  for  his  appointments. 

Mr.  TOLAND  continued,  and  was  understood 
to  say  that  the  charges  against  the  President,  in  the 
matter  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Roberts,  were  of  a 
very  grave  character,  and  should  be  investigated. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  glad  to  see  what  was 
the  gentleman's  object.    It  was  impeachment. 

Mr.  TOLAND  did  not  desire  to  have  words  put 
in  his  mouth  which  he  did  not  say.  He  wished 
inquiries  to  be  instituted,  not  knowing  where  those 
inquiries  would  lead  him.  If  they  led  to  an  im- 
peachment, he  (Mr.  T.)  would  not  shrink  from  it. 
Were  he  a  friend  of  the  President,  so  far  from  re- 
sisting inquiry,  he  would  encourage  and  demand 
it. 

Mr.  STANLY  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  ob- 
served that  he  thought  it  was  too  late  in  the  session 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Honse^in  discussing  the 
villany  of  Captain  Tyler.  The  Captain  had  not 
been  able  to  get  but  one  Democrat  to  support  him; 
and  now  there  remained  no  one  on  that  floor  to  de- 
fend him,  except  the  guard;  two  of  whom,  he  un- 
derstood, at  least,  were  to  receive  fat  offices  after 
the  4th  of  March.  If  the  subject  came  up  at  an- 
other time,  he  might  say  something  upon  it;  but,  at 
present,  the  game  was  too  contemptible  for  him  to 
waste  his  ammunition  upon  it.  He  therefore 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and* the 
House  proceeded  to  rote  on  the  motion  to  print; 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Treasury  Department,  trans- 
mitting the  names  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons 
employed  in  that  department  during  the  past  year: 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Second  Auditor, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  accounts  rendered  by 
disbursing  officers  of  the  Government:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, statmg  that,  in  accordance  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  August  20th,  1843,  a  contract  had  been 
entered  into  for  the  use  of  Babbit's  anti-attrition 
metal,  and  asking  that  an  appropriation  be  made 
to  fulfil  the  consideration:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, transmitting  a  list  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  that  department  during  the  past  year: 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hie  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  sev- 
erally read  twice,  and  referred: 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  <'An  act 
in  relation  to  lands  sold  at  the  Green«burg  or  St. 
Helena  district,  Louisiana,''  approved  9d  August 
1842;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  ihe  heirs  of  Madame  de 
Lusser,  and  their  legal  representatives. 

The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  George 
Mayfield,  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
thereto,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  up  the  motion  for  recon- 


sideration of  the  vote  on  laying  on  the  table  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
allowing  them  to  employ  a  plerk;  and^  under  the 
operation  of  Uie  previous  question,  the  reconsider- 
ation was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  resoi 
lution  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative; 
after  wMch, 

The  resolution  was  adopted— yeas  99,  nays  73. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  just  taken,  and  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  was  seconded  by  the  House, 
and  under  its*  operation,  the  reconsideration  was 
refused. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  Committee  on  flie 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
William  Wilcox;  which  was  referred  to  tiie  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  the  johit 
resolution  providing  for  the  dtsiribntion  of  the 
printed  returns  of  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth 
Census^  was  taken  up;  and  the  amendments  being 
agreed  to,  it  was  passed. 

EXCHEaUER. 

Mr.  BARNARD  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  exchequer  bill;  and  after 
some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  motion  by 
Messrs.  UNDERWOOD  and  MeKENNAN,  the 
motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  asked  if  prirate  bills  were  not  first 
in  order;  and,  if  so,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Renault  was  the  first  on  the  calendar. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  first  bustness 
would  be  the  motion  to  print  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  of 
issuing  1900,000,000  of  Government  stock,  on 
which  the  gentleman  froni  Mississippi  [Mr.  Jacob 
Thompsoit]  bad  the  floor. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  said  that  seYeral  gen- 
tlemen having  solicited  him  to  waive  his  right  to 
the  floor  fot  today,  in  order  that  the  Honse  might 

Sroteed  at  once  to  the  consideration  of  private  and 
territorial  bills  that  were  on  their  passage,  be  would 
do  sO|  with  tha  understandingthat  he  might  again 
have  the  floor  on  Tuesday.  This  being  agreed  to, 
by  general  consent, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Renault  was  takes 
up  and  read  a  third  time;  and,  on  the  qaestion  of 
its  passage, 

Mr.  BIRDSEYE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  ordered,  resulted  in  yeas  70,  nays  98. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  proposed  to  the  House  to 
proceed  with  the  Territorial  bills,  and  the  bills  re- 
lating to  the  District  of  Columbia.  These  had  ail 
been  discussed,  with  Uie  exception  of  the  District 
bank  bills,*  which  he  proposed  to  give  tbe  go-by, 
in  order  to  avoid  discussion  on  them. 

Mr.  ADAMS  insisted  on  taking  up  first  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton;  which 
was  the  next  in  order. 

After  a  short  discussion  as  to  priority  of  busi- 
ness, in  which  Messrs.  ADAMS,  UNDERWOOD, 
and  McCLELLAN,  took  part— 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Robert 
Fulton  was  taken  up. 

Mr.'  W.  W.  IRWIN  called  for  tbe  previoas 
question  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  BURKE  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Tbe 
report  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Hubard]  was  very  argumentative  and  conclusive^ 
and  showed  that  the  claim  was  utterly  without  any 
foundation. 

After  seconding  the  previous  qaestion,  and  or- 
dering the  main  question, 

l*he  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  resulting  in  yeas 
89,  nays  59.  i 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  R.  McCLELLAN  moved  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  just  taken,  and  called  for  the  previous 
question;  under  the  operation  of  which  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

SURETIES  OF  SAMUEL  SWARTWOUT.  ■ 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  a  compromise  with  the  sureties  on  the 
official  bond  of  Samuel  S  wart  woo  t,  late  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  York,  came  up  on  its  third 
reading. 


CONaRESStONAL  GLOBE. 
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Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  moved  the  previous  que stion; 
whrch  was  sastained  by  rhe  H^usp. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  that  i^^  bill  be  laH  oq 
the  table:  rejected— ayes  59,  bops  75. 

Mr.  STANLY  asked  for  the  jeas  and  nays  on 
tbepassage  of  the  bill;  which  were  ordered. 

llie  bill  was  rejected — yeas  79,  nays  75. 

SAM  WELLBR. 

Mr.TOMLINSON  appealed  to  Ae  House  to 
take  Dp  the  bill  for  the  rtlief  of  Sam  Weller. 

Afier  objectioDs  made  in  several  quarters,  but 
sabseqaently  withdrawn,  the  House  agreed  to  lake 
np  the  bill. 

It  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Aitf  mpts  were  then  made  by  Mr.  CO  WEN  to 
take  up  the  private  calendar;  by  Mr.  McKBN- 
If  AN,  to  take  ap  Territorial  bnsiness}  and  by  Mr. 
UNDERWOOD,  to  take  np  District  bnsiness. 

After  some  debate,  a  motion  by  Mr.  McKBN- 
NAN,  that  the  Territorial  and  District  of  Colum- 
bia bills  on  the  Speaker's  table  be  taken  up,  with  a 
view  to  their  passage,  prevailed. 

THE  TERRITORIES  AND  THE  DISTRICT. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  improve^ 
ment  of  ihe  public  buildings  in  Florida,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  marina 
hoepital  at  Key  West,  Florida,  came  np  with  an 
amendment  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  amendment  declares  that  the  sum  of  |10,000 
shall  be  applied  to  the  erection  and  jlitii/ktng  of  the 
hospital. 

It  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  repair 
and  improvement  of  certain  roads  and  other  high- 
ways  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  was,  after  being 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  read  the  third  time;  and, 
on  the  question  '*Shall  the  bill  passi"  it  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of 
the  western  shores  of  Lake  Michigan  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  HALSTED  moved  to  amend  it,  by  striking 
out  all  the  appropriations,  except  for  the  harbor  of 
Milwankie  and  for  the  light-bouse. 

Mr.  H.  DODGE  earnestly  appealed  to  the  House 
not  to  strike  out  the  appropriations  for  I{^cine  and 
l.ockport,  which  he  said  were  in  the  bill  of  ihe  last 
session.    He  hoped  they  would  now  be  retained. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  rejected;  and,  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
— ^yeas  84,  nays  55.  • 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  election  of  officers  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  was  also' read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  roads, 
aind  for  the  survey  of  a  canal  rouie  in  the  Territo- 
ry of  Iowa,  was  taken  up;  and,  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  SPRIGG  in  opposition  to  the 
hill,  and  from  Mr.  A.  C.  DODGE  in  its  favor. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question, 
the  amendment  pending  was  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing- 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
Mr.   SPRIGG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARNOLD, 
/  The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
MovDAT,  February  20,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  (pro  tm,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
reporting,  in  compliance  with  the  5th  section  of 
Ihe  act  of  3d  March,  1809,  a  statement  from  the 
Efecond  Andiior  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  ez- 
penditores  made  in  the  year  1842  out  o{  the  ap- 
propriations made  for  the  contingent  expenses  for 
he  military  establishment;  which,  on  motion  of 
lif  r.  RVANS,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Air.  KYANS  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
iens  of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  protection,  by 
i  specific  duty,  on  imported  lumber;  which  was 
eferred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 


Mr  STURGEON  pre^sented  a  joint  resolution 
adoptt^d  by  (he  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
strueting  their  Senators  ^nd  requesting  their  Rep- 
resentatives to  urge  the  passage  of  a  law  revising 
the  act  of  1838,  granting  a  pension  for  five  years 
to  the  widows  of  t  fficers  and  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lutionary wan  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  from  the  West- 
em  Railroad  Company,  praying  an  exfiensicm  of 
the  time  for  laying  down  railroiul  iron  which  may 
be  imported  free  of  dnty  before  the  dd  of  March; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  CHOATB  presented  a  petition  from  Hall 
Jackson  Kelly,  asking  the  United  States  to  grant 
him  the  privilege  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
Oregon  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  colonization, 
on  reasonable  terms;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Bfr.  BUCHANAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
asking  Congress  to  n^odify  the  provisions  of  the 
tariff,  so  as  to  allow  a  drawback  on  exports  of  do- 
mestic spirits,  equal  to  the  duty  on  the  foreign  prod- 
uce from  which  it  is  distilled;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
Buckingham,  and  395  others,  citizens  of  Henry 
and  Whiteside  counties,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
prating  for  the  establishment  of  a  tri-weekly  mail- 
route  from  Peoria,  by  way  of  Mount  Hawley,  in 
Peoria  county,  Wyoming  and  Toulon,  in  Stark 
county,  Weihersfield  and  Genesee,  in  Henry  coun- 
ty, Sharon,  and  Crandall*i  ferry,  to  Albany,  in 
Whiteside  county,  so  as  to  intersect  the  Galena 
and  Rock  Island  mail-route  at  Albany,  and  the 
Dixon  and  Rock  Island  mail-route  at  Crandall'S 
ferry;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment. House  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  tp  the 
exemplification  of  land  patents  and  other  evidences 
of  title  under  the  act  entitled  An  act  to  re-or- 
ganize the  General  Land  Office:**  the  amendment 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Penisons, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Anne  Jones 

Mr.  P.  remarked,  in  relation  to  the  bill,  that  the 
applicant  claims  a  pension,  by  reason  of  the  ser- 
vices of  her  husband  during  the  revolutionary  war. 
She  was  not  a  wiAw  when  the  act  under  which 
she  claimed  a  pension  was  passed,  which  disenti- 
tled her  to  a  pension  by  the  previous  actioh  of 
Pension  Department;  but  the  department  had,  in 
relation  to  the  act  of  August  last,  given  such  con- 
struction of  the  pension  laws  as  to  extend  the 
rights  of  pension  to  those  who  had  become  widows 
since  the  passage  of  the  law.  The  resolution  of 
the  committee  was,  therefore,  that  no  action  of 
Congress  was  necessary  in  the  case.  He  made 
that  remark,  with  a  view  that  the  bill  be  now 
acted  'Upon,  by  indefinitely  postponing  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  the  matter  to  the  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  previous  or- 
ders of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  was 
taken  up^  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  for  the  same  reason  and  pur- 
pose, made  a  similar  motion  in  relation  to  the 
kouse  bills  for  the  relief  of  Catherine  Wilson  and 
Maria  M.  Brooks;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  those  bills 
were  considered,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  asked  for  its  consideration  then: 

RsBotvedf  That  the  Gtocretar  j  of  War  tw  'directed  to  commu. 
nicate  to  the  Senate,  at  the  oexi  flenioD  of  CoDgreaik  a  plan  and 
eeilmateeforthe  improTement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  by 
the  conttruciion  of  an  enlaned  steamboat  canal  on  the  Indiana 
side  of  the  falle,  near  Louisvillf;  aleo,  to  report  what  effect  would 
be  produced  on  the  narigation  of  that  rirer  above  the  fell*,  by  the 
removal  of  the  ledge  of  rocks  at  that  point;  alio,  what  would  be 
the  expense  of  enlarging  the  present  canal,  so  as  to  admit  the 
lar»eflt  class  of  boats:  and  what  arrangements,  if  anj,  can  be 
iDuat  for  rendering  tne  said  canal  toll  free,  or  subject  to  such 
toll  only  as  may  be  neceesary  to  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  theui  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not 


see  that  any  funds  were  at  the  disposal  o:    he  de« 
partment  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  WALKER  was  naderstood  to  say  that  no 
appropriation  of  money  was  necessary.  The  resolu- 
tion was,  however,  laid  on  the  table  till  to- morrow. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Miliitary  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred 
House  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Iowa  militia  called  into  service  in  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  to  prevent  the  invasioQ  of  that  Territory 
by  the  State  of  Missouri,**  reported  that  the  commit- 
tee did  not  find  sufficient  grounds  to  sanction  the 
claim,  and  had  instructed  him  to  ask  that  it  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject;  and, 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  ques* 
tion  of  discharging  the  committee  was  postponed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Asahel  Brainard  was  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole;  and,  there  being  no 
amendment  proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  which  having  been 
done,  it  was  subsequently  read  the  third' time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WALKER,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hutchins.  Mr. 
Walkeu  '  having  explained  the  bill,  and  there 
being  no  amendment  proposed,  it  was  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  tor  a  third 
reading.  It  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  submitted  a  motion  to 
^stpone  the  previous  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  uking  op  the  bill  for  therelief  of  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son, widow  of  the  late  Col.  Thompson;  but,  after 
a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  ALLEN  and  WOOD- 
BURY, suggesting  that  if  this  bill  was  taken'up,  it 
would  inter^re  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDuffuJ  which 
were  in  order  during  the  morning  hour,  he  with- 
drew the  motion.  , 

The  CHAIR  then  annonnced  that  the  $pl- 
lowing  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Senatoi;  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDuffib]  were  in  order, 
viz: 

RetolMd,  That  die  OoreoimeDt  of  the  Uaitad  States  has  no 
eoDstitutlonal  power  to  assume  the  debts  contjracled  by  the 
States  for  their  own  proper  pniposes,  by  the  isiue  of  stock, 
ivhateTsr  fond  may  be  pledged  nr  the  payment  of  (he  inter- 
est or  principal. 

Reaolvedt  That  it  Is  inexpedient  for  this  Goremmenl  thus  to 

ume  the  aforesaid  debts. 


Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  it  was  not  his  intention, 
when  he  submitted  these  Resolutions,  to  utter  a  single 
sentence  to  enforce  favorable  action  upon  them; 

,  but,  as  he  had  a  very  few  ideas  to  express  on  the 
subject,  and  the  Senate  being  very  thin,  he  would 
avail  himself  of  a  few  moments  of  its  time  to  ex- 
press his  views  on  the  spirit  of  those  resolutionjs. 
Had  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  power 
to  execute  the  object  to  which  the  resolutions  ik- . 
latel  That  was  the  first  and  most  important 
question;  and,  in  r^ard  to  that  question,  he  con- 
fessed he  was  surprised  at  the  remarks  which  fell 
from  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CazttKN- 
DEN,]  on  the  other  side  of  the  Senate,  oiTSaturday, 
when  the  practical  interrogatory  was  as  to  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  execute  this  mens, 
ure.  That  Senator,  after  having  disclaimed  tha 
there  was  any  obligation  on  this  Gbvemment  to 
discharge  the  debts  of  the  States,  went  on  to  say 
that  there  was  no  provision  in  the  Constitution 
which  prohibited  an  c^xercise,  by  Congress,  of  pow- 
er over  the  matter,  in  some  form  or  other.  He 
(Mr.  McD.)  confessed  that  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
that  remark,  particularly  as  coming  from  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kentucky,  who,  he  was  sure, 
was  brought  np  at  the  time  when  those  admirable 
constitutional  doctrines  emanated  f)rom  the  State  of 
Kentucky  in  1800.  He  (Mr.  McD.)  was  sure  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  prohibited 
from  exercising  the  power;  and  were  they  to  be 

^called  upon  to  assume  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
because  it  was  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitutioni 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  interrupted  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  and  explained  his  former  re- 
marks to  which  he  (Mr.  McD.)  had  allnded.  What 
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ke  fhen  meant  washes  the  wbole  tenor  of  his  remarks 
would  frhow— that  he  was  unwiJIiog  to  express  an 
opinion  at  that  time,  as  to  the  power  of  Congress 
to  interfere  in  this  matter.  He  did  not  intend  to 
say  that  Ckmgress  could  exercise  any  power,  ex- 
cept snch  powers  as  were  expressly  granted,  or 
which  were  implied  as  necessary  to  carry  express 
grants  of  power  into  effect. 

Mr,  McDUFFIE  resumed.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  the  explanation  of  the  Senator.  He  entire- 
ly concurred  with  him  in  that  ?iew— as  he  pre- 
sumed every  Senator  would— that  they  had  all  the 
powers  expressly  granted,  and  which  were  implied 
as  necessary  to  carry  out  those  in  such  grants. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  demonstrate  (as  he 
believ^  i\  would  not  be  difficult  to  do)  that  there 
^na  nQt  only  no  such  power  granted  by  the  Consti- 
%fx\ipn  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,   but 
that  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  was  as  positivtly 
prohibited  as  human  language  could  convey  a  pro- 
hibition. .  What  was  it  that  was  proposed  to  be 
done?    He  beiK>ught  gentlemen  to  realize  a  practi- 
cal Tleur  9C  Uie  natter.    The  stock  which  it  was 
^oposed  to  iasae,  it  was  true,  was  to  be   sus- 
uined  in  part  by  the  income  derived  from  the  pub- 
lic lands.    But  he  wished  to  remove  from  Uie 
minds  of  Senators  all  illusion  upon  this  point.  The 
whole  resources  of  the  Government  would  be  ne- 
cessarily charged  with  the  enormous  burden  con- 
templated by  the  scheme  of  the  issue  of  Qovern* 
ment  stock.    What  were  the  powers  to  be  exer- 
cised?   The  whole  money  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment—the  power  of  borrowing,  and  the  power  of 
appropriating;  the  whole  money  power— a  power 
involving  all  the  other  powers  of  the  Government. 
This  Was  the  power  to  be  brought  into  exercise. 
And  he  asked  if  there  was  not,  in  reference  to  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  a  limitation  as  express  as 
human  language  could  make  it?    It  was  declared 
in  the  Constitution  that  Congress  should  have  the 
power  of  raising  money— for  what  purpose?    To 
provide  "for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare'* of  the  Union.    The  only  purpose  for  which 
Congress  could  raise  and  appropriate  money  in 
any  form,  was  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Stares.    Now, 
if  the   payment  of  State  debts-.-.the  interference 
with,  or  assumption  of  State  authority — could  be 
consldeied  as  embraced  wiihin  the  terms  "common 
defence  and  general  welfare,*'  he  confessed  that  to 
him  language  had  lost  its  power,  and  they  might  as 
well  throw  aside  the  Constitution  at  once.   It  seem- 
ed to  kim  particularly  clear  that  the  powers  which 
would  be  involved  in  the  operation  of  this  scheme 
were  positivefy  and  expressly  prohibited  by  the 
terns  of  the  Constitution.    Language  could  not 
make  it  plainer;  and  he  would  not,  therefore,  con- 
sume any  more  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
question  of  constitutional  power. 

They  were  thus  arrested  at  the  very  threshold; 
and  all  those  who,  with. him,  entertained  the  opin- 
ion which  he  had  just  expressed— that  the  exeicibe 
of  snch  a  power  as  this  would  be  plainly  uncon- 
stitutional—mast  maintain  the  ground  that  any  at- 
tempt to  impose  upon  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  exercise  of  snch  a  power  must  be, 
now  and  hereafter,  destitute  of  any  effect.  They 
could  not  pledge  the  faith  of  this  Government  for 
any  snch  purpose. 

But  suppcce  that,  by  a  strained  construction, 
they  could  assume  to  themselves  such  a  power  as 
thi&:  when  they  came  to  consider  its  practical  re- 
sult, it  would  seem  so  totally  to  reverse  all  the 
principles  of  the  Government,  and  so  far  4o  de- 
range the  operations,  the  control,  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  whole  system,  as  to  render  it  evidently 
unconstitutional,  even  independently  of  the  ex- 
press prohibition. 

It  was  proposed  to  throw  upon  this  Government 
the  responsibility  of  collecting  taxes  for  the  State?, 
and  to  relieve  the  State  Governments  from  all  re- 
sponsibility in  the  matter.  He  begged  Senators  to 
consider  this  proposition;  and,  with  that  view,  he 
would  repeat,  that  it  was  proposed  that  this  Gov- 
ernncnt  should  perform  the  part  of  tax-gatherer 
for  the  several  States — giving  the  State  Govern- 
ments the  control  over  the  fond,  without  any  re- 
sponsibility as  to  its  collection.  And,  if  they  looked 
at  the  manner  in  which  the  debts  of  the  States  had 


been  contracted,  and  at   the  means  by   which 
they    had    been   carried   on,    under    the   most 
extraoidinary   delusion,    in    the   prosecution   of 
their  works  of  internal  improvement,  he  thought 
they   would  be  admonished — and  that,  in  strong 
language — of  the   impropriety  of  the   proposed 
scheme  of  assumption.    During    the    last   few 
years,   about   two  hundred   millions   of  dollars 
of  foreign  capital  had  been  brought  into  the  coufi- 
try.    Was  there  anything  that  could  so  totally  de- 
range all  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  Government 
as  the  introduction  of  this  enormous  amount  of  for- 
eign capital?    It  was  like  a  shower  of  gold  poured 
out  upon  the  Statt«;  the  natural  operation  of  vhich 
was  to  enhance  the  price  of  everything.    And  it 
might  not  be  inappropriate  to  say  here,  that  the  im- 
portation of  this  immense  amount  of  foreign  capi- 
tal had  contributed  as  much  as  the  extraordinary 
expansion  of  bank  circulation,  or  any  other  cause 
whatever,  to  occasion  those  distresses  under  which 
the  country  was  now  laboring.    Daring  the  period 
to  which  he  bad  referred,  a  perfect  delirium  had 
been  produced.    Men  acted  precisely  as  if  they 
had  been  under  the  influence  of  some  stimulating 
draught.    All  responsibility  in  the  disposal  of  the 
public  money  was  destroyed.    And  it  would  be 
aeen,  by  looking  at  the  manner  in  whi<;h  the  public 
works  of  internal  improvement  were  carried  on, 
that  all  the  agents  connected  with  those  works  acted 
precisely  as  if  they  imagined  the  funds  devoted  to 
that    purpose  had   rained    down   from   heaven. 
There  was  universal  excitement — universal  dfli- 
rium;  and  the  consequence  was,  the  works  cost 
three,  four,  or  five  times  as  much  as  they  could 
now  be  constructed  for.   What  did  this  go  to  show? 
It  showed  that  those  to  whom  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  was  confided,  felt  no  sort  of  responsibil- 
ity.   And  he  would  venture  to  assert,  that,  at  this 
very  moment,  there  was  no  prudent  man  in  the 
United  States,  who  had  capital,  who  would  take, 
as  a  gift,  nine-tenths  of   the  internal   improve- 
ments made  by  foreign   capital,  if  he  were  to 
be  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  gift  to  keep  up 
those  works.    They  would  not  pay  the  expense. 
And  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  prac- 
tice of  borrowing  money  by  the  State  Governments 
(the  most  unfortunate  of  all  schemes  ever  adopted 
by  any  Government)  had  been  their  utter  and  ab- 
solute ruin.    And  now,  after  the  peop'e  had  awa- 
kened from  their  delirium,  looked  about  them,  and 
surveyed  the  ruin  which  had  been  produced,  was 
it  desired  that  a  new  stimulus  should  be  adminis- 
tered— that  they  should  be  enconraged  to  engage 
again  in  the  same  course  of  ext Avagance?    Was 
it  proper  again  to  administer  the  same  dose,  and 
to  produce  again  the  same  diBasters?    It  was  per- 
fectly clear  that  die   practical  operation  of  the 
schema  would  be  to  destroy  the  responsibility  of 
those  to  whom  would  belong  the  appropriation  of 
the  public  money.    The  State  Governments  were 
to  expend  the  money,  whilst  tbey  were  to  be  freed 
from  the  responsibility  of  imposing  taxes.    Was  it 
not  plain  that,  if  they  were  reqnired  to  impose 
taxes  upon  the  people,  in  order  to  rai^e  the  money, 
the  people  would  hold  a  qalutary  check  over  them? 
There  was  no  other  way  to  hold  them  in  check,  but 
by  naking  them  directly  responsible.    But  the  ef- 
fect of  this  system  would  be  to  destroy  all  respon- 
ibility.  ^ 

Upon  the  qnestion  of  expediency,  he  would  ask 
what  favor  was  it  they  were  about  to  confer  upon 
the  States  of  this  Union?  The  worthy  Senator 
from  Maryland  had  been  pleased  to  sp^ak  of  the 
paternal  character  of  this  Government,  and  the  ob- 
ligations incident  to  that  character.  The  paternal 
character  of  the  Government!  This  was  not  the 
first  time,  by  many  hundreds,  that  he  had  heard 
this  language  used.  Whenever  the  Government 
were  about  lo  do  any  wrong— whenever  they  were 
about  to  violate  the  rights  of  any  portion  of  the 
people — they  always  assomed  this  paternal  charac- 
ter. It  was  a  remark  of  Junius,  (which  was  capa- 
ble of  stpecifie  application  here,)  that  "whenever  h* 
saw  a  Scotchman  smile,  he  involuntarily  put  his 
hand  upon  his  pocket."  When  he  (Mr.  McD.) 
heard  the  paternal  character  of  this  Governmeui 
spoken  of,  he  was  di5posed  to  regard  the  proposi- 
tion by  which  snch  a  declaration  was  accompanied, 
with  more  than  ordinary   suspicion.    He  asked 


what  was  the  practical  character  of  the  proposition? 
Did  gentlemen  mean  to  inculcate  upon  the  people 
of  the  United  States  that  this  Government  was  en- 
dowed (as  a  sort  of  godlike  power)  with  wealth?--* 
^ortof  inherent  wealth,,  which  it  did  not  derive 
from  the  people — ^that  this  paUmal  Government  was 
about  to  relieve  the  States  by  giving  them  money? 
Were  they,  likie  children,  to  be  deluded  with  ancfa  an 
absurd  picture  as  this?    Give  money  to  the  peoplel 

^  Why,  all  that  this  Govenunent  possessed,  they 
derived  from  the  people.    They  had  not  a  single 
dollar  that  was  not  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people;  and  yet  this  Government  proposed  to  re- 
lieve the  people  by  giving  them  money!    Were  the 
people  of  these  United  States  supposed  to  worship 
this  Government,  as  the  Persians  worship  the  sunT 
God  forbid!    Let  them  meet  the  question  plainly 
and  fairly.    Every  dollar  that  was  given  to  the 
States,  must  first  be  taken  from  the  people  of  the 
States;  and  for  every  dollar  that  they  received  in 
one  form,  they  must  pay  at  least  a  dollar  and 
twentyfive  cents  in  another  form.    This  was  .the 
inevitable  consequence«-and  it  could  not  be  avoid- 
ed.   He  asked  Senators  if  they  were  willing  to 
give  this  money  to  the  States,  to  be  squandered  by 
them,  and  thereby  place  themselves  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  calling  upon  the  people  for  supplies? 
The  idea,  therefore,  of  relieving  the  States  by 
granting  them  money,  was  drawing  a  distinction 
between  ihe  Governments  ot  the  States  and  the 
people  of  those  States;  which  was  totally  destitute 
of  all  practical  foundation.    To  be  sure,  the  idea 
of  many,  he  knew,  was,  that  the  money  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  States  was  to  be  collected  in  aa 
indirect  form — by  a  system  of  indirect  taxation- 
relieving  them  from  the  burden  of  direct  taxation; 
but  the  distinction  was  totally  destitute  of  founda- 
tion.   Did  gentlemen,  suppose  that,  with  a  bank- 
rupt treasnry-^while  this  Government  was  living, 
from  day  to  day,  upon  the  miserable  shift  of  bor- . 
rowing  money,  and  after  our  commerce  had  been 
cut  down  so  that  it  would  not  even  sttstain  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of   the  Government — ^it   could, 
nevertheless,  sustain   the   enormous   expense  of 
granting  ^00,000,000  to  the  Stated    In  less  than 
a  single  year,  if  this  system  were  adopted,  they 
would  have  to  resort  to  direct  taxation. 

But  there  was  another  view  of  the  subject  which 
claimed  their  attention.  The  measure  was  pro- 
posed for  tm  purpo(>e  of  relieving  the  States  of  tiiis 
Union;  but,  in  order  to  do  this,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  do  something  more.  Suppose  stock  to  the 
amount  of  |300,000,000  be  is^sued.  What  would 
be  the  portion  to  which  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
would  be  entitled?  Ittfvould  not  be  sofficient  to 
pay  anything  like  one  half  the  amount  of  the  debt 
of  that  State.  How  would  it  be  with  Missouri? 
Missouri,  he  believed,  owed  no  debt  at  all.  She 
would  be  entitled,  nevertheless,  to  her  distribou've 
share  of  $3,000,000,  and  Sonth  Carolina  to  |4,000,- 
000.  Wiih  a  bankrupt  treasury,  and  a  heavy 
debt  hanging  over  ns,  without  the  means  of  paying 
that  debt,  it  was  proposed  to  throw  upon  the  world 
stock  to  the  amount  of  |300,000,000,  bearing  aa 
interest  of  but  three  per  cent.  What  would  (he 
stock  be  worth?  The  State  of  Missouri  bad  no 
debt  at  all.  What  would  it  be  worth  in  the  truly 
economical  and  exemplary  State  of  North  Caroli- 
na? What  would  Government  stock,  at  three  per 
cent.,  be  worth  in  the  markets  of  the  world?  You 
could  not  adopt  a  more  efi'ectual  mode  to  degrade 
this  Government,  already  bankrupt,  than  by  issu-, 
ing  stock  to  the  extect  rf  $200,000,000— double 
the  whole  amount  of  the  debt  contracted  during  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain !  Why,  it  would  be 
extravagant  to  suppose  that,  when  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  could  not  sell  its  six  per  cent. 
stock  at  par,  although  its  credit  was  then  much  bet- 
ter than  it  now  is,— it  would  be  extravagant  to  sup- 
pose that  this  three  per  cent,  stock  would  sell  for 
more  than  fifty  dollars  in  the  hundred.  It  would 
not  be  worth  more.  So  that,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  indebted  States,  all  those  not  indebted 
would  be  fcrcfd  to  receive  at  par  Government 
stock,  not  worth  fifty  dollars  in  the  hundred;  and 
yet  they  would  have  lo  pay  their  full  proportion  of 
the  taxation  consequent  upon  the  issue  of  this 
«tock.  He  believed  it  would  be  a  common  calam- 
ity to  all  the  IJtates.    He  had  no  idea— particulariy 
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after  tbe'reeent  eipression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate— that  foreigners  would  take  this  stock 
upon  any  condition  whatever.  The  debts  of  the 
Staff's,  he  solemnly  believed,  would,  eventually,  be 
strictly  redeemed.  An  idea,  .no  doubt,  prevailed 
throughout  the  country  that  these  debts  were  never 
U>  be  paid — that  the  interest  only  was  to  be  provi- 
ded for;  but  it  was  a  mistaken  idea.  The^  bonds— 
for  which  some  of  the  States  would  not  receive 
more  than  fifty  dollars  in  the  hundred — ^wuuld  have 
to  be  redeemed  by  our  immediate  posterity.  Upon 
them  would  fall  the  whole  burden  of  paying  the 
^00.000,000,  independently  of  the  current  expense 
3f  #6,000,000  per  annum,  by  way  of  interest.  Was 
there  any  sound  policy  in  thisi  that  our  immediate 
lescendants  should  be  thus  burdened  with  an  enor- 
mous and  overwhelming  amount  of  taxation— > 
transcending,  as  he  said  ^ore,  nearly  Iwo  to  one, 
ibe  debt  iocuned  by  this  Government  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britainl  Nothing,  in  his  opin- 
oUj  could  be  more  unwise,  if  they  had  even  an  un- 
luesrlonable  right  to  exercise  the  power.  Nothing 
M>uld  be  more  unjust  to  many  parts  of  the  Union. 
Nothing  could  be  more  monstrously  unjust  to  the 
unindebted  States. 

But,  as  he  believed  the  Senate  was  now  full, 
ind  prepared  to  vote,  he  had  ne  disposition  to  press 
iie  Argument  further.  He,  however,  felt  it  to  be 
lis  solemn  duty,  before  he  sat  down,  to  make  a 
leclaration,  by  which  he  was  prepared  to  stand  or 
all;  and  he  hoped  that  every  Senator  who  enter- 
mined,  with  him,  a  desire  that  the  creditors  of  the 
States — the  holders  of  State  stocks  in  Europe — 
night  not  be  deceived,  would  be  prepared  to  make 
I  similar  declaration.  It  was  his  solemn  opinion 
hat  this  Government  had  no  power  to  issue  stock 
or  any  such  purpose  as  that  indicated  in  the  reso- 
atjon.  He  solemnly  believed  that  the  paper  which 
contained  a  promise  to  pay  1^00,000,000,  on  the 
kith  of  this  GK)vernment,  on  behalf  of  the  States, 
vonld  not  be  worth  the  paper  on  which  the  resolu- 
ion  was  Written— constitutionally.  He  should  not 
lold  himself,  any  more  bound  h^  it  than  he  would 
o  pay  a  forged  note.  And,  if  the  stock  should  ev- 
tr  be  issued— if  there  should  ever  be,  accidentally, 
t  party  in  power,  in  this  country,  by  whom  such 
lock  would  be  issued, — he  pledged  himself  to  make 
vmr  against  it  to  the  last  extremity,  whether  in  Con- 
fess or  out  of  it.  And,  whether  it  might  be  called 
ivlhficaiion,  or  repudiation,  or  by  whatsoever 
lame  of  odium  his  opponents  might  choose  to  des- 
gnate  his  rx>nduct,  he  would  persevere  in  his  re- 
istance  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  an  unconstiiu- 
ional  exercise  of  power.  And,  in  every  form  in 
ivhich'his  vote  could  have  effect  or  influence,  he 
rould  resist  the  enforcement  of  any  and  all  such 
claims  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
He  made  this  declaration  to  the  world— holding, 
IS  he  did,  the  faith  of  the  Government  consHhaum- 
s/iy  pledged  to  be  sacred  and  inviolable;  and  if,  in 
the  face  of  this  declaration,  State  stockholders  in 
Barope  should  imagine  that  their  debts  would  be 
better  sectired  by  obtaining  the  pledge  of  the  faith 
of  the  General  Government,  they  were  at  liberty  to 
make  the  experiment. 

Mr.  WALKER  wished  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  embodying  and  placing  on 
record  upon  Uie  journal  of  the  Senate  the  opinions 
which  he  had  expressed  on  this  subject  when  the 
former  resolutions  were  under  discussion.  He  not 
only  wi&hed  them  to  be  preserved  in  a  more  de- 
sirable form,  but  that  the  votd  of  Senators  on  them 
should  bo  recorded— that  it  may  be  perfectly  under- 
stood by  all  who  now  countenance,  or  shallliereaf- 
ler  countenance,  the  destructive  and  pernicious  doc* 
trine  that  such  a  monstrous  proposition  as  that  of 
the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the  States  by  the 
General  Government  could  be  permitted  to  stand 
unrepealed,  should  a  temporary  majority  succeed 
in  enacting  it.  He  wished,  not  only  to  announce 
in  time  to  the  holders  of  State  stocks,  and  all  in- 
terested in  them,  those  opinions  on  behalf  of  the 
Democracy;  but  to  place  them  on  record,  together 
with  the  votes  pledged  to  that  repeal,  that  if  such 
holders  of  slocks  are  deluded  into  any  belief  that 
this  Government  can  have  any  power  to  assume 
their  debts,  and  become  responsible  for  them,  they 
may  be  undeceived;  and  if  they  will  not  be  unde- 
celvtdy  they  may  not  have  the  opportunity  of  aay-  I 


ing  that  they  did  not  act  with  their  eyes  open  to 
the  consequences.  He  here  pledged  himself— -and 
he  was  sure  all  of  his  friends  who  would  vote  for 
these  resolutions  would  willingly  pledge  them- 
selves— that  whenever  a  temporary  majority  shall 
d|ure  to  violate  the  Constitution  by  enacting  siich 
a  destructive  law,  he  and  bis  friends  would  un- 
tiringly and  unceasingly  wage  war  against  such 
obnoxious  law,  until  they  should  succeed  in  ex* 
panging  it  from  the  statute-book.  He  submitted 
his  amendment. 

[It  was  the  samd  as,  at  a  subsequent  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  became  a  substantive  proposition,  in- 
dependent of  Mr.  McDnrpiB^s  resolutions,  as  stated 
in  their  proper  place.] 

Mr.  McDUFFIB  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  hid  resolations. 

On  the  resolutions,  as  modified,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  demanded.  « 

Mr.  MERRICK  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
tenacity  wjth  which  the  Senators  on  the  other  side 
held  on  to  their  purpose  of  extorting  a  vote  on  a 
subject  not  at  all  before  the  Senate.  There  was 
no  proposition  entertained  by  any  one  to  assume 
the  debts  of  the  States. 

Mr.  WAIjKER  asked  if  there  were  not  numer- 
ous petitions  and  memorials  on  the  subject  sub- 
milted  from  time  to  time  during  the  session. 

Mr.  MERRICK'believed  there  were  not  any. 

Mr.  WALKER  would  beg  leave  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  if  a  large 
number  of  memorials  on  the  subject  had  not  been 
referred  to  that  committee,  and  if  these  memorials 
were  not  now  awaiting  his  report? 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  of 
one  calling  for  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the 
States.  There  were  many  memorials  before  the 
committee  asking  for  some  improvement  of  the 
currency,  and  for  an  issue  of  Government  stock  to 
form  a  currency;  but  be  did  not  know  of  any  that 
called  for  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts, 

Mr.  WAX4KER  said  they  certainly  called  for 
the  issue  of  Government  stock  to  relieve  the  States 
from  their  indebtedness. 

Mr.  MERRICK  continued:  If  the  commiuee 
had  made  its  report,  there  mighf  be  .some  apology 
for  introducing  the  subject  in  a  discussion  of  that 
report.  But  there  was  no  proposition  to  justify  the 
course  now  taken,  after  the  Senate— by  its  solemn 
and  deliberate  determination,  manifested  on  two 
occasions  last  week— decided  (hat  it  would  not  enter- 
tain the  subject  this  session;  that  it  would  not  suf- 
fer the  question  to^nsume,  in  discussion,  the  time 
necessary  to  be  d6R>ted  to-  the  completion  of  the 
practical  business  of  legislation. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  state  his  sentiments 
in  relation  to  the  subject  which  the  vote  was  de- 
manded upon.  He  did  not  understand  that  any  of 
the  States  required  the  General  Government  to  as- 
sume their  debts.  He  understood  them  as  merely 
asking  for  a  restoration  of  the  trust  which  they  bad 
given  to  the  Government  for  a  specific  purpose, 
long  since  aeeompUshed.  They  now  ask  for  the 
restoration  ef  their  property,  that  they  may  make 
use  of  it  in  whatever  .way  they  think  best  for  the 
purpose  of  extricating  them  from  their  difficulties. 
Mr.  M.,  at  great  length,  iproceeded  to  argue  the 
whole  question  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  and  restoration  of  the  public  do- 
main to  the  use  of  the  States^  as  the  only  form  of 
assumption  which,  he  conceived,  was  entertained 
by  those  who  opposed  these  resolutions.  He  con- 
tended that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  if  the 
lands  were  properly  in  market,  would  bring  five  or 
six  millions  of  dollars  annually;  which  would  en- 
able the  Slates  to  pay  the  interest  of  their  debts. 

Mr.  WALKER  interposed  to  say  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  made  every  pos- 
sible effort  to  bring  such  lands  as  were  ready  into 
market  this  very  year;  yet  ihey  would  not  yield 
one  million  of  dollars. 

Mr.  MERRICK  contended  that,  on  the  contrary, 
by  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  the  lands 
were  kept  out  of  market. 

Mr.  LINN  asked  if  there  had  not  always  been 
pre-emption  laws,  and  was  not  the  proportion  of 
pre-emption  rights  as  large  formerly  as  nowl 

Mr.  MERRICK  still  contended  that  the  opera- 
tion of  these  laws  was  to  keep  the  lands  out  of 
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market,  and  that  they  differed  from  old  pre-emp- 
lion  rights,  when  lands  were  sold  on  a  credit. 
Now,  he  maintained,  where  specie  is  required  for 
lands,  those  holding  under  pre-emption  rights  have 
as  legal  a  claim  as  if  they  had  their  patents,  pro- 
vided they  paid  their  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre 
when  the  lands  came  into  market;  but  they  man* 
aged,  by  petitions  and  applications  to  the  Exeen- 
tive,  to  keep  the  lands  out  of  market,  whereby 
they  obtained  an  unlimited  credit.  These  pre- 
emptioners  are,  in  most  instances,  voters;  and  he 
contended  that  it  was  a  most  dangerous  influence, 
which  might,  (he  would  not  say  that  it  did)  be  of 
most  pernicious  consequences. 

After  a  very  elaborate  expression  of  his  views 
on  the  various  topics  involved  in  the  discussion,  he 
concluded  by  offering  the  following  amendments: 

iZwofved,  That  most  wiaelj  did  the  f«theri  of  the  RepnblJc 
to  wtablisbing  the  CoiurtitatioD  of  the  UDited  States,  ao  frame 
that  sacred  Inetrument  that  it  should  be  plain,  tnmij  under* 
stood,  and  inielligibie  to  all  upon  whom  it  was  to  operate  as  a 
rule  of  action;  and  that  it  is  not  competent  for  any  department 
of  the  Government  established  by  it  to  enlarge  or  contract  its 
true  meaning,  of  which  the  ciilsensare,  and  of  aecassity  must 
be,  in  the  last  resort,  the  exclusive  judges. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  assigned  duty  of  the  Ben- 
ate  of  the  United  States  to  expound  the  Constitution  to  tho 
people;  and  evexgr  such  attempt  is  a  departure  from  its  appro- 
priate sphere  of  action,  and  argues  a  distrust  in  the  capacity 
of  the  people  for  self-goreniment;  unwarranted  alilce  by  our 
past  history  and  the  present  enlightened  state  of  the  public 
mind. 

lUMltedt  That  whilst  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  Stales  to  expound  the  Constitution  for  the  people, 
it  is  its  most  solemn  duty  to  exercise  the  power  intrusted  to  It 
by  tliat  instrument,  in  the  true  spirit,  and  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  trust,  for  the  promotion  of  the  happiueas  and  wel« 
fare  of  the  people. 

JZeso/veo,  therefore^  That  the  happiness  of  the  people  now 
requiring  it,  and  full  power  over  the  subject  being  givra  to 
Congress,  provision  should  be  made,  without  furthet  delay,  for 
the  fair  and  equal  distribution,  among  all  the  States,  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  in  such  manner  as  will  best  tend  to 
remove  or  alleviate  the  evils  of  direct  taxation  under  which 
the  people  of  some  of  the  States  are  now  saflerlng,  and  which 
threaten  soon  inevitably  to  be  visited  upon  other  States. 

Mr,  ALLEN  begged  leave  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  one  queetion:  it  was,  whether  the  sott- 
of  distributipn  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lanS 
which  he  meant,  did  not  involve  the  proposition  to 
issue  the  stock  of  the  General  Government  for 
those  proceeds? 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  his  proposition  was  to  dis« 
tribute  to  the  States  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands.  He  did  not  want  gentlemen  to  make  any 
other|iBsue  for  him. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  the  Senator's  propomtion 
camprehendod  the  issue  of  Government  stock* 

Mr.  MERRICK  said,  no;  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  issue  of  stock. 

Mr.  Mcduffie  asked  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land  to  suspend  his  motion  to  amend,  till  he  (Mr. 
McD.)  made  a  correction  as  to  the  modification  ho 
had  accepted. 

Mrr  MERRICK  suspended  his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  then  withdrew  his  aooeptance 
of  the  modification  offered  by  the  ^Senator  from 
Mississippi  [Mr.  WALKsa.] 

Mr.  WALKER  withdrew  his  resolutions  as  an 
amendment- 
Mr.  Mbrrick^s  motion  to  strike  out  and  amend 
being  then  renewed, 

Mr.  ALLEN  next  addressed  the  Senate.  He 
commenced  by  observing  that  nothing  was  more 
obvious  than  that  there  was  a  disposition  to  make 
the  Federal  Government  responsible  for  the  debts 
of  the  States.  The  word  assumption  was  a  definite 
mode  of  expression.  It  was  a  clear  mode  of  avow- 
ing the  object;  and,  therefore,  the  suspicion  of  the 
thing  was  to  be  avoided,  by  avoiding  the  term.  The 
public  lands — the  measure  of  <1istributing  their  pro- 
ceeds— was  held  up  as  a  blind,  behind  which  the 
principle  of  assumption  was  concealed.  The  in- 
come of  the  public  lands  was  spread  before  the  peo- 
ple as  a  fund  which  could  be  used  to  relieve  them 
from  difficulty;  when  it  was  taxation  alone-^the  use 
of  the  taxing  power  of  the  Federal  Gh)verQment— 
which  could  be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  afford  relief. 
The  first  st^p  in  the  system  of  relief,  he  maintained, 
was  oppression.  The  grievance  under  which  the 
country  now  labored,  was  taxation  to  excess  upon 
the  people,  in  order  to  meet  the  outstanding  debts 
now  due  by  the  States.  In  order  to  relieve  the  peo- 
ple, a  system  was  proposed,  the  first  act  of  which  is 
to  increase  the  very  burdens  of  taxation  under 
which  the  people  now  groan  1 
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Let  08  (said  Mr.  A.)  analyze  this  thiog  which 
bows  down  the  heads,  and  hangs  so  heavily  and  so 
grieToasly  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people.  What  Is 
iti  Debt---debt.  What  are  the  items  composing  that 
debtl  These' are  six  in  number,  and  I  shall  name 
them|ln  their  orden 

FInt.  The  indebtedness  of  individnals  to  indi- 
Tidiials. 

Second.  The  indebtedness  of  private  corporations. 

Third.  The  indebtedness  of  chartered  cities  and 
towns. 

Fourth.  The  indebtedness  of  counties. 

Fifth.  The  indebtedness  of  the  States. 

Sixth.  The  indebtedness  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment itself. 

These,  sir,  are  the  six  elements  which  enter  into 
and  make  np  the  snm  of  indebtedness  under  which 
the  people  now  suffer.  Congress  has  taken  the 
matter  in  its  own  hands,  as  regards  the  first  class 
of  debts,  by  means  of  the  bankrupt  law'.  Not 
daring  to  put  i(s  hands  into  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  absolutely  take  away  their  money,  it  pass- 
ed the  bankrupt  law,  which,  by  one  great  stroke, 
repudiated  the  great  body  of  the  first  description  of 
debts — those  between  man  and  man.  It  is  now 
proposed  that  Congress  shall  take  charge  of  the  re- 
maming  five  items.  The  same  reason  which  is 
urged  in  favor  of  assuming  the  Siate  debts,  is  still 
better  for  the  assumption  of  city  and  connty  debts. 
These  city  and  county  debts  were  all  contracted 
under  express  aathority  given  by  express  acts  of 
the  States — all  of  them  authorized  by  special  acts 
of  the  State  Legislatures.  They  were  nearly  all 
contracted  for  public  benefit-^to  build  public  edi- 
fices, construct  roads,  and  pave  the  streets  of  towns. 
How  would  assumption  worki  The  State  debts 
would  be  assumed  first,  and  theSiatts  would  then  be- 
come free  from  debt.  But  what  would  become  of 
the  county  debtsi  Would  the  assumption  of  State 
debts  relieve  them? 

He  knew  how  it  was  in  Ohio,  and  he  presumed 
i|^as  so  in  other  States:  nearly  every  town  and 
isohnty  had  its  debt.  Let  us  see  how  the  system 
would  work.  Would  an  assumption  of  State  debts 
relieve  the  cities?  Certainlf  not.  What,  then, 
would  be  the  ntxt  proposition?  The  counties 
would  be  applied  to,  to  assume  the  debts  uf  the 
cities.  What  would  the  people  of  a  county  say, 
if  application  was  made  to  their  commissioners  to 
assume  the  debts  of  the  city  within  the  borders  of 
the  county?  He  would  put  it  to  the  people  of  his 
own  county  of  Ross,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  say 
whether  they  would  be  willing  to  assume  the  debt 
of  the  city  of  Chillicothe?  That  county,  like  many 
others,  was  in  debt.  He  spoke  of  his  own  State, 
in  illustrating  the  positions  he  had  maintained,  be- 
cause he  was  more  familiar  with  its  localities,  and 
the  facts  connected  with  (hem.  He  would  ask  the 
people  of  that  great  State  what  they  would  think 
if  they  were  called  on  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
counties? 

Bat  to  proceed  with  his  argument.  What  would 
be  the  first  proposition  after  the  assumption  of  the 
State  debts?  The  position  of  the  States  would  be 
that  of  freedom  from  debt,  whilst  the  cities  and 
counties  still  remained  involved.  The  States 
would,  of  course,  be  called  on  to  assume  the  city 
and  county  debts.  And  why?  Because,  the  States 
having  assumed  these  debts,  it  would  be  easy  to 
roll  them  all  off  on  the  yielding  back  of  the  Gen- 
eral Gh>vemment.  The  sponging  and  repudiation 
of  debts  would  become  common,  and  obligations 
between  man  and  man  no  longer  be  held  sacred. 
The  other  fi?e  items  of  debt  to  which  he  referred 
would  be  concentrated  in  one  vast  pile,  and  packed 
on  the  treasury  of  the  Union. 

But,  he  continued,  what  would  the  people  gain 
by  these  operations?  Their  situation  would  be  the 
same  as  that  of  two  Yankees  who  shut  themselves 
up  in  a  room  to  trade  coats :  after  trading  all  day 
with  «ach  other,  they  both  contended  that  they  had 
made  $25  apiece.  What  would  the  people  gain? 
Simply  a  change  of  the  form  of  taxation.  They 
would  merely  be  giving  the  General  Government 
the  power  to  put  its  hands  into  their  pockets. 
Would  the  scheme  diminish  their  debts?  What 
was  the  Ftderal  Government?^anything  else  than 
the  mere  breath  of  the  States  and  the  people  which 
created  It?    What,  he  repeated,  was  this  Govern- 
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menf,  but  the  visible  exis«ence  of  ihe  people  in  the 
States?  Now,  at  ibis  very  moment,  ii  is  begging 
alms  at  tbe  doors  of  the  people,  and  crying  aioud, 
<*Feed  me,  or  I'll  die !*'  What  next?  This  same 
Federal  Government,  ihe  moment  afterwards,  tells 
the  people  of  the  Stales,  **I  will  relieve  you 'of 
your  debts.*'  Hew?  By  going  to  their  corn  cribs, 
and  taking  a  part  of  their  crops  and  their  labors,  io 
pay  their  debts  with  it  I 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mkrrick]  had 
alluded  to  what  he  said  on  a  former  occasion  in  re- 
lation to  the  ownership  of  the  State  stocks.  What 
he  had  maintained  was,  that  debt  was  burden- 
some to  a  country,  according  as  its  interest  had  to 
be  paid  at  home  or  transmitted  abroad.  The  for- 
eign debu  of  the  States  fell  little  short  of  f^O,- 
000,000;  and,  including  the  corporation  debts,  the 
*  whole  foreign  debt  of  this  country  amounted  to 
320  or  1330,000,000.  The  heavy  pressure  in  this 
country  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  interest  on 
this  immense  debt  had  to  be  sent  abfoad— paid  as 
a  tribute  to  foreign  nations,  without  anything  in  re- 
turn; and,  therefore,  equivalent  to  a  destruction  of 
so  much  property,  and  a  subtraction  of  so  much 
from  the  resources  of  the  country.  The  State 
stocks  were  now  valued  at  an  average  rate  of  about 
50  cents  in  the  dollar.  Should  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, therefore,  assume  the  State  debts,  and 
thereby  advance  their  stock  to  par,  the  British  capi- 
talists would  clear  |100,000,000  by  the  operation. 
It  was  in  reference  to  this  that  he  alluded  to  the  fact 
that  the  stock  was  held  by  British  bankers,  and  its 
assumption  would  result  in  their  benefit.  He  in- 
voiced Senators  not  to  hold  out  to  those  bankers  the 
delusion  that  this  Government  would  ever  assume 
and  become  responsible  for  the  debts  of  the  States. 
He  did  so  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  wish  to  see 
1^00,000,000  brought  in  to  tamper  with  our  elec- 
tions. Not  that  he  supposed  gentlemen  here,  in  the 
Senate,  desired  any  such  thing;  but  because  he  knew 
that,  in  case  any  inducement  was  held  out  to  ava- 
rice, and  especially  to  English  avarice,  we  should 
be  prompting  the  holders  of  the  State  stocks  to  med- 
dle with  our  elections— thus  setting  an  example 
which  would  be  dangerous,  and  which  would  bring 
about  the  same  result  here,  as  it  ever  had  done  in 
past  republics.  Other  free  States  had  been  broken 
down  by.  the  in-coming  of  foreign  inluence;  and 
he  wanted  no  Macedonian  Philip  to  pollute  our 
soil.  There  was  not  an  instance  of  a  past  repub- 
lic—except Rome,  which  fell  by  its  own  weight, 
when  its  centre  became  too  weak— thathad  not  been 
destroyed  by  one  of  the  parties  existing  within  it, 
calling  on  foreigners  to  aid  then^  He  defied  any 
man  to  point  out  another  InsAce  of  a  republic 
which  was  not  overthrown  by  the  introduction  of  ^ 
foreign  influence.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
Senators  to  stand  up  and  resist  the  idea  that  we 
were  ever  to  become  responsible  to  foreign  capital- 
ists for  the  debts  of  the  States.  If  there  should  be 
any  hope  left  for  these  foreigners  to  lean  upon,  he 
doubted  not  but  that  they  would  interfere,  where 
such  a  profit  was  to  be  made.  What  would  be  the 
expenditure  of  |35, 000,000  to  them,  in  influencing 
our  elections,  if  they  could  thereby  make  flOO,- 
000,000.  The  British  made  war  upon  the  oldest 
Government  in  existence  about  the  destruction  of  a 
ship-load  of  opium.  Did  any  one  suppose  they 
would  stand  back  when|300,000,000  were  at  stake? 
All  the  negotiations  of  England  were  nothing  more 
than  counting-house  speculations.  As  had  been  re- 
marked, her  traffic  was  in  empires.  Money  was 
the  life  of  her  system;  for  she  could  not  do  without 
it.  The  introduction  of  English  money  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  introduction  of  English  power.  That 
power  she  would  always  introduce  wherever  her 
intrigue  or  her  powder  could  accomplish  it. 

He  might  go  on  and  show  that  the  English  Gov- 
ernment had  a  direct  interest  in  exciting  this  ques- 
tion of  assumption  He  could  show  the  connexion 
of  that  question  with  other  questions  which  bad 
been  settled,  and  some  which  ought  to  have  been 
settled,  between  this  country  and  England.  But  he 
knew  that  it  was  late  in  the  session,  and  he  only 
threw  out  these  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  extent 
of  the  city  and  county  debts,  in  order  that,  in  con- 
sidering the  proposition  of  assumption,  the  people 
might  look  upon  the  darkness  of  the  chasm  which 
was  before  them. 


Mr.  WALKER  said  he  desired  to  put  the  coun- 
try right  upon  one  question,  and  that  was — ^who 
brought  this  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate?  Mr.  W.  then  read  one  of  tbe  petitions 
presented  to  the  Senate,  requesting  Congress  to 
issue  a  federal  stock  of  two  hundKd  millions  of 
dollars,  and  distribute  it  among  the  States,  to  bear 
an  interest  of  three  per  cent.;  the  petitioners  sta- 
ting that  the  indebted  States  could  exchange  this 
three  per  cent,  for'  their  own  stocks,  bearing 
six  per  cent,  interest.  No  one,  then,  (said  fifr.  W.,) 
could  now  deny  that  the  question  of  assumption 
was  before  us,  brought  here  by  petitioners  request- 
ing that  assumption,' and  to  which  we  were  bound 
to  make  a  response  in  the  affirmative  or  negative; 
and  to  refuse  to  do  so,  is  to  shrink  from  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  great  occasion,  and  encourage,  by  our 
silence,  the  advocates  of  assumption  to  persevere 
until  their  objects  were  accomplished.  Under 
these  circumstances,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  it  was  our  duty 
to  announce  our  opinions  upon  these  petiticns;and 
if  we  had  no  power  to  make  the  assumption,  we 
wer^ bound  to  make  the  declaration,  and  dispel  all 
delusive  hopes  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  it  our  duty  to  go  far- 
ther, and  announce  to  the  British  and  other  holders 
of  these  bonds,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  as- 
sume their  ptyment;  that  any  such  law— -this  being 
a  Government  of  powers  limited  by  the  Constiui- 
tion— would  be  a  palpable  violation  'of  that  instru- 
ment, and,  therefore,  utterly  null  and  void;  and 
that  it  would  be  the  solemn  duty  of  every  friend  of 
tbe  Constitution  to  restore  its  supremacy  by  the 
total  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  statute.  Let  us  act 
fairly,  announce  these  opinions  in  advance;  aad 
inform  these  foreign  bondholders  that  aseumptitn 
would  be  a  blow  most  fatal  to  their  interests;  that 
no  such  power  exists  under  the  Constitution,  and 
Congress  can  interpolate  no  such  authority. 

And,  sir,  what  would  be  the  effect,  if  this  Gov- 
ernment could  and  would  assume  this  debt? — a  debt 
of  two  hundred  millions,  an  annual  interest  of  six 
millions,  and  at  least  four  millions  more  as  a  sink- 
ing fund,  if  we  ever  intend  to  pay  the  prinoipal.  A 
burden  of  ten  millions  per  annum  was  to  be  im- 
posed on  this  Government,  that  already  has  a  debt 
of  twenty- eight  millioni^  now  threatening  a  rapid 
augmentation.  This,  then,  is  a  proposition  to 
bankrupt,  and,  by  bankrupting,  to  destroy  this  Gov- 
ernment; it  is  a  proposition  to  despoil  it  of  the 
means  of  defence-— to  deprive  it  of  the  sinews  of 
war — ^by  taking  away  its  revenues  as  a  pledge  U) 
foreign  stockholders.  How  can  we  defend  the 
country  if,  with  a  heavy  debt  now,  and  a  revenue 
already  inadequate,  we  are  to  apply  six  or  ten. mil- 
lions per  annum  in  payment  of  State  debts?  It  is  a 
proposition  to  abandon  the  Constitution,  and  sub- 
vert the  Government;  it  is  a  proposition  to  disman- 
tle our  forts,  to  spike  our  cannon,  to  disband  our 
army,  and  to  sink  our  navy,  to  recall  our  fleers,  and 
strike  down  that  flag  which  they  now  bear  in  tri- 
umph upon  every  sea.  Yes,  sir;  this  is  a  proposi- 
tion to  overthrow  the  Constitution,  and  strike  down 
from  its  ramparts  the  flag  of  the  Union;  and,  whilst 
that  flag  was  still  floating  in  oar  view,  let  us  an- 
nounce to  assumptionists  at  home  and  abroad,  that 
this  flag  shall  be  defended  to  the  last  exuemity; 
and  that,  if  the  friends  of  assumption  should  strike 
down  that  flag,  we  will  never  abandon  the  contest 
until  it  shall  be  recaptured,  and  placed  again  in  tri- 
umph upon  the  ramparts  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  was  about  to  rise  to 
make  the  same  motion,  with  the  view  to  enable 
him  to  submit  the  motion  which  he  gave  notice  on 
Friday  last  of  his  intention  to  submit  this  day — to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bankrupt  bill. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  suggested  whether  it  would 
not  be  agreeable  to  the  Senator  from  Georgia  to 
postpone  bis  purpose  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  desired  to  say  that  either  course 
would  be  perfectly  acceptable  to  him.  All  that  be 
desired  was  to  submit  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
.given  notice. 

Mr.  ARCHER  suggested  the  propriety  of  post- 
poning the  consideration  of  the  bankrupt  bill  till 
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KhmorMw,  with  a  Tiew  of  dispodng  of  the  qoes- 
tioB  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  hoped  the  Senator  from 
New  York  woold  persi»t  in  hit  motion.  Upon  the 
eotne  of  proeeeding  on  this  subject,  tney  had  a 
metical  commentary  on  the  suggestion  the  oth€r 
day  to  permu  this  question  to  be  taken  without  de- 
bite.  They  had  already  consumed  the  best  part  of 
three  days  in  this  dieeustion.  He  then  utow^ 
his  astonishment  at  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDorFu]^— expressing 
the  opinion  that*there  was  no  legal  obligation,  on 
the  part  of  this  GoTernment,  to  carry  out  an  act  of 
Congress  plighting  its  faith  to  any  object,  passed  by 
a  temporary  nujority,  which  a  sueceeaing  Con- 
giess,  in  its  opinion,  might  think  unconstitutional. 

Mr.TALLMADGE  said  he  would  not  make 
any  remarks  in  reply  to  the  suggestion  thrown  out 
as  to  a  postponement,  because  he  submitted  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
cladiog  the  debate,  and  putting  an  end  to  the  whole 
question  for  the  session. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTc— yeas 
Si,  nays  93,  as  follows: 


TBaB—Mmri.  Banow,  Batas,  Baymrdl,  Barrien,  Choale, 
Clayton,  Coorad,  CiaAa,  Crtuenden,  Daytoo,  Evans,  Graham, 
Heoderton,  Hnotinaton,  Maoffam,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morebaad. 
Phelpa,  Smith  of  Indla&a,  Spragne,  Tallmadge,  White,  and 
Woodlmdge— 21. 

NATS— Meana.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  BeDton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Cttthbert,  Fulton,  King,  Lhin,  McDuffle,  McRoberta, 
RiTaa,  Savier,  Smith  of  Connecucut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wiloox,  WiHiama,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 
89. 

Mr.  WALKER  then  submitted  the  following 

resolutions,  with  the  Tie  w  that  they  be  printed,  and 

Jaid  on  the  table  till  to*morrow,  win 

jRuohed,  That  the  aaramption  of  the  debta  of  the  Stateis 
eo«tractedby  them  aeparately,  and  for  local  purpoeea,  would  be 
a  palpable  yiotation  of  the  Conatitution  of  the  United  Statea, 
a  coMOlidation  of  all  power  in  the  Federal  Government,  and  a 
final  and  total  omthrow  of  the  aafety  of  the  Statea. 


Bmolvedf  That  Congreaa  baring  no  power,  to  aarame  aoch 
_jbta^  any  act  attempting  auch  aaauraption  would  be  utterly 
noil  and  roid;  that  it  would  not  be  obligatory  upon  the  Statea, 


nor  could  the  people  of  the  Statea  be  lawfully  required  by  Coo- 
fiMi  to  pay  the  debt  ao  aaaumed;  nor  could  any  taxea  impcoed 
D7  them  for  auch  purpoeea  be  collected;  and  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  a  aucceeding  Oongreai  to  reatore  the  aupremacy  of  the 
Cooatltotion,  by  the  entire  repeal  of  the  act  of  aaaumption. 

Mr.  CRITTBNDBN  was  understood  to  make  a 
qaestion  of  order  whether  the  resolutions  could  be 
Uien  received. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  it  was  in  order  to  re- 
eeiTe  them,  but  they  would  haye  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble till  to-morrow. 

Ifr.  TALLMADQE  inquired  vhether  it  was 
ihen  competent  to  submit  a  fesolnlion  to  lay  the 
Tesolntions  on  the  table  at  that  time. 

TlM  CHAIR  replied  that  the  resolutions  were  al- 
ready on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LINN  then  called  for  the  unfinished  busi" 
Bess  of  Saturday;  being  the  bill  to  indemnify  Major 
Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  on  him 
for  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  his  oflScial  duty. 

THE  ARMY  BILL. 

Mr.  EYANS,  before  proceeding  to  that  business, 
hoped  the  Senate  would  take  up  the  army  bill» 
which  had  been  returned,  with  an  amendment,  dis- 
agreeing to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  allowing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  ten  cadets  from 
the  country  at  large,  one  of  them  to  be  from  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  that  purpose,  and  no  other. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  desired  merely  to  say  that,  to 
redeem  his  pledge  to  the  Seaate  in  relation  to  the 
bamknipt  bill,  he  would  resist  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri;  because  it  was  the  general 
nnderstanding  that  the  bill  to  repeal  the  law  would 
be  taken  up  to-day. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  army  bill  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  the  amendment  to 
which  the  House  had  disagreed,  relative  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  10  cadets  of  the  country  at  large,  bad, 
af  tera  short  discussion,  met  with  the  nnanimout  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  The  probability  was,  that 
.the  matter  could  be  arranged  by  a  committee  of 
conference;  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  Senate  would 
ioaiflt  on  its  amendment,  with  the  view  of  having  a 
committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said,  if  he  understood  the  matter, 


that  now  tbofe  wav  luore  than  a  full  number  of 
cadets  there. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  the  corps  was  not 
full;  and  he  believed  that  ihere  were  no  more  there 
than  this  bill  would  admit  of. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  he  would  much  prefer  that 
the  Senate  should  recede.  It  was  a  very  small 
matter  for  which  to  jeopard  the  bill.  He  made  the 
motion  to  recede  from  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  question  was  first  put  on  the  motion  to 
insist,  and  negatived— yeas  19,  nays  30.  The 
motion  to  recede  w^s  then  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  distri- 
bution of  certain  copies  of  the  census  returns,  and 
the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth  Census,  which  had 
been  returned  from  the  House  with  an  amendment, 
was  taken  up;  and 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  that  (be  Senate  concur  in 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE  explained  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  bad  been  made  in  consequence 
of  some  information  received  from  the  State  De- 
partment since  the  passage  of  the  resolution  by  the 
Senate.' 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  this  resolution  au- 
thorized the  distribuiion  of  those  books  to  all  such 
as  received  congreraional  documents.  Members  of 
Congress  were  entitled  to  receive  congressional  doc- 
uments. He  inquired  whether,  that  being  the  case, 
members  of  Congress  were  not,  by  the  terms  of  the 
resolution,  entitled  to  receive  copies  of  the  work. 
They  were  now  burdened  with  more  copies  than 
were  necessary. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  replied  that  such  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  resolution,  nor  did  he  think  the 
language  of  the  resolution  justified  such  an  inter- 
pretation. 

The  amendment  of  the  Hoose  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  William  Mc- 
Phcrson  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Several  bills  of  the  House  were  then  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said,  since  the  recession  of  the 
Senate  from  the  amendment  relative  to  the  ten  ca- 
dets to  be  appointed  from  the  country  at  large,  he 
had  been  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  more  importance  than  he  first  conceived 
it  to  be.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vole  by  which  the  Senate  receded. 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  made  some  remarks.  He 
aaid  that  the  bill  redoeed  the  whole  number  of  ca- 
dets to  the  reduced  number  of  the  congressional  dis- 
tricts in  the  United  States  undef  the  new  apportion- 
ment. In  the  propriety  of  that,  he  concurred  en- 
tirely. The  number  had  been  reduced  from  960  to 
226.  He  did  not  think  that  the  ten  which  the  pow- 
er was  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  appoint  from  the  country  generally,  was 
too  great  a  number  to  enable  that  officer  occasion* 
ally  to  appoint  the  meritorious  orphan  sons  of  mili- 
tary and  naval  heroes. 

Mr.  SEVIER  did  not  think  it  was  worthwhile  to 
reconsider  the  vote,  as  the  provision  would  last  but 
ooe  year.  • 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  the  Senator  was  mis- 
taken; the  provision  would  last  until  it  was  repeal- 
ed.   It  would  take  a  new  law  to  repeal  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, and  carried  in  the  affirmative;  and 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  that  the 
Senate  do  insist  on  its  amendment,  it  was  put  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative— ayes  23,  noes  not 
counted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS^  a  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  bill  was  appointed  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  unfinished  business;  being  the  bill  for  u- 
demnifying  General  Jackson. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  conceived  this  day  had  been  set 
apart  for  entertaining  his  motion  to  proceed  with 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning  the  bankrupt 
law. 

Mr.  LINN  thought  two  hours  would  suffice  to 
dispose  of  the  bill  to  indemnify  G^eneral  Jackson. 
He  thought  it  would  be  best  to  finish  ooe  business 
first. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  wished  to  make  good  his  promise 
of  calling  for  the  consideration  of  the  bankrupt 


question*  He  therefore  did  ao;  and  hoped  the  Sen- 
ate woold  consent  to  take  up  that  subject.  He 
therefore  made  his  promised  motion  to  that  ef- 
fect. 

Mr.  LINN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Baaaim'b 
motion  to  postpone  all  previous  orders,  and  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  banl^rupt  act,  with  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committtee  on  the 
Judiciary;  and  resulted  in  the  negative— yeas  20, 
nays  22,  as  follows: 

YEA0— MflHn.  aicher,  Butow,  Bajard,  Barrien,  Clayton, 
CnftB,  Crittenden,  Day  too.  Graham,  Huntiogtoni  Merrick, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  smith  of  Indiana,  Spruue,  White, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  and  Toudc-20. 

NAT&— Mean.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bciee,  Beotoo,  Galboiin, 
Choate,  Conrad.  Cuthbert,  Evans,  Fulton,  Henderson,  IDog^ 
Lino,Bive«,  flenei:  Smith  of  Connecticut.  8turgeon,Thllmadge, 
Tap])an,  Walker,  Woodbrtdge,  and  Woodbury— 22. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  LiMir^s  motion  to  proceed  with  the  unfin- 
ished business  then  brought  up  his  bill  to  indem- 
nify Msjor  Ueneral  Andrew  Jackson  for  damsge 
su&tsined  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty. 

It  was  placed  under  consideration  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole;  the  question  pending  being  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  strike  out  the  original  bill  and  insert: 

That,  in  consideration  of  the  distinguished  military  services 
of  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  defence  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  and  i^  the  desira  expressed  by  sundry  citisenn 
and  Legislatures  of  this  Union,  in  divecs  petitions  and  legisla- 
tire  resolutions  submitted  to  the  Congiess  of  the  United  States^ 
the  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars  imposed  upon  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson  by  the  honorable  uominic  A.  Hall,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  restored;  and  that  the  flecretaiy  of  tba 
Treasury  be  directed  to  pay  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson 
the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  at  six  per 
cent  thereon,  from  tlie  day  of  its  payment  by  him,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  also  proposed  to 
change  the  title  of  the  bill  to  that  of  *'A  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Major  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson.'* 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut,  being  entitled  to 
the  floor,  proceeded  at  considerable  length,  aa^ 
with  great  foree  of  argument,  to  show  that  QeneiiT 
Jackson's  necessity  for  declaring  martial  law  at 
New  Orleans  was  an  imperative  duty,  which 
formed  a  law  in  itself,  the  obligation  of  which  had 
a  priority  in  the  natural  rights  of  self-defence,  para- 
mount to  all  written  laws  and  constitutioos.  He 
argued  that  this  natural  law  of  self*defence  belong- 
ed to  a  community  as  well  as  to  an  indiTidtul;  and 
that  General  Jackson,  the  admitted  military  com- 
mander for  4h6  defence  of  the  country,  was  the  or- 
gan of  the  community,  bound  to  carry  out  the  self* 
defence  of  the  country  according  to  the  same  natn« 
ral  rights  which  belonged  to  an  individual. 

The  invasion  of  a  foreign  nation,'  and  the  pre»> 
ence  of  foreign  troops,  censtitu ted  the  antagonist 
principle  of  aggression,  which  made  it  his  duty  to 
resort  to  every  weapon  of  self-defence  in  bis  power. 
It  was  the  territory,  property,  and  liberties  of  the 
people,  the  creators  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws,  which  were  at  stake  and  in  peril;  and  his  duty 
to  preserve  and  defend  them  was  necesbarily  due  to 
the  first  cause,  from  which  only  they  emanated. 
In  preserving  the  territory,  property,  and  liberty  of 
the  community,  he  best  preserved  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  alihough  for  the  moment  necessarily 
compelled  to  suspend  their  operations.  That  he 
had  done  his  duty  nobly  and  well,  was  evinced  by 
the  universal  approbation  of  a  grateful  people.  To 
restore  him,  then,  this  fine,  so  unjustly  imposed, 
was  but  a  simple  act  of  justice.  These  positions 
Mr.  S.  maintained  with  great  ability,  and  concluded 
by  exhorting  the  Senate  to  pass  the  original  bill, 
without  appending  to  it  any  qualification. 

Mr.  DAYTON  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  LINN  hoped  not.  He  merely  wished  to 
advance  the  bill  this  evening.  Senators  who 
wished  to  speak  would  have  full  opportunity  on 
the  third  reading.  If,  however,  the  Senator  pressed 
his  motion  to  adjourn,  he  should  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  taken;  and 
the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn— yeas  17,  nays  d€. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  the  committee  to  propose  the  amendments 
they  had  recommended.    Their  principal  object 
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was  to  admit  of  a  ananimous  vole,  by  such  a 
modification  of  phraseology  as  wonld  carefully 
aToid  eipressing  or  impating  any  reflection  upon 
either  the  Qeneral  or  the  Judge.  He  contended 
that  the  inferences  drawn  by  the  friends  of  Gen- 
•ril  Jackson,  from  the  wording  of  these  amend- 
ments, were  not  justified  by  their  meaning.  That, 
in  the  first  place,  the  tme  meaning  of  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  title,  *'for  the  relief  of  Major 
Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson,**  was  to  relieve  bim, 
not  by  a  gratuity,  but  from  the  efi'eets  of  a  judg- 
ment of  the  conrt  prononuced  against  bim;  which 
judgment  he  and  his  friends  view  as  a  grievance. 
And,  in  the  substitute  for  the  bill  offered,  the  mo- 
tives stated  for  restoring  tbe  money  were  three — not 
as  a  remnneration  for  his  military  services,  but 
in  consideration  of  three  things— his  services,  the 
popular  wish,  and  the  eiprcss  desire  of  several  ef 
the  State  Legislatures.  These  were  honorable 
motives,  and  should  be  viewed  as  such.  Having 
made  his  explanations  at  large,  he  left  tbe  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  replied,  and  showed  that,  in  framing 
(he  title  of  the  original  bill,  be  had  merely  followed 
the  precedents  which  he  found  in  the  titles  ef 
other  bills  for  the  relief  of  officers  under  similar 
circumstances.  He  referred  to,  and  quoted,  tbe  pe- 
tition of  Lieutenant  Wells,  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  tbe  House  on  his  case;  also,  to  the 
case  of  Lieut  Siopton.  He  then  adverted  to  the  con- 
dition of  things  at  New  Orleans,  where  the  occur- 
'  rence  took  place,  which  led  to  this  collision  be- 
tween General  Jackson  and  Judge  Hall;  and 
asked  which  was  responsible  for  tbe  safety 
and  preservation  of  the  country.  Tbe  Judge 
had  fled  his  post  of  duty  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment when  it  called  (pt  his  presence  and  support 
against  a  foreign  enemy,  and  did  not  return  to  it  till 
the  critical  moment  when  his  interference  was  cal- 
culated to  do  most  mischief.  The  moment  was  too 
jUical  for  tbe  responsibility  to  be  thrown  off  by 
■I  commanding  general,  while  an  enemy  was  yet 
at  hand,  threatening  conquest,  plunder,  and  deva^ 
tation*  But  he  (Mr.  L.)  did  not  mean  to  pro- 
long the  discussion;  he  merely  wished  the  bill  to 
be  advanced  to  a  third  reading  this  ereninf ,  and 
hoped  the  amendments  of  the  Judiciary  Committee 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  thought,  as  the  Senator  had  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  avoid  any  expression  of  opinion 
against  the  Judge,  he  could  have  no  objection  to 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  LINN  had  very  serious  objections  to  them.- 
As  to  tbe  title,  neither  Qeneral  Jackson  nor  his 
friends  demanded  any  **reli«r*  for  him.  What 
they  wanted  was  the  same  measure  of  justice  ex- 
tended to  other  officers.  And  as  to  tbe  amendment 
to  the  bcdy  of  the  bill,  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
repayment  being  placed  on  the  grounds  of  Qeneral 
Jankson's  services  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  ARCHER  explained  why  he  did  not  regard 
the  matter  in  the  same  light  with  the  Senator. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  preferred  tbe  original  bill 
to  the  amendment.  A  rery  slight  modification  of 
one  or  two  expressions  would  satisfy  him  with 
the  original  bill,  and  induce  him  to  give  it  his 
support.  One  was,  to  modify  the  title  so  as  to  make 
it  a  bill  to  ^^eimborse**  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  dtc.;  and  another  modification  in  one  9t 
two  words  in  the  body  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAYTON  expressed  his  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  subject;  and  to  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity for  that  purpose,  movedfan  adjoommenr. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered, 
and  the  Ssnate  refused  to  adjourn— yeas  19,  nays 
25. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  committee's  amend- 
meiitB  were  then  called  for,  and  ordered! 

Mr.  CONRAD  addressed  the  Senate  with  the 
Tiew  of  explaining,  first,  that  his  opinions  had  un- 
dergone no  change  since  last  summer;  on  tbe  con- 
trary, they  bad  been  strengthened  by  subsequent 
investigation  into  tbe  facts  and  circumstances. 
Another  point  of  explanation  was  in  reference  to 
Qeneral  Jackson's  letter  to  the  Editor  of  tbe  Globe, 
in  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  been  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  misrepresenting  a  fact,  that  Louallier  had 
been  tried  by  couri-martial  for  a  libel.  He  had 
since  cleared  up  theee  points,  by  calling  for  a  copy 


of  the  record  of  tbe  court-m^tial,  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  one  of  tbe  charges  before  tbe  court- 
martial  against  Louallier  was  that  of  writing  and 
publisbiog  a  libel  to  incite  sedition  and  matiny. 
He  did  not  make  this  statement  as  a  charge  against 
Qeneral  Jackson,  but  to  show  that,  at  his  age,  be 
could  not  rely  on  his  memory.  There  had,  in  his 
opinion,  been  no  inconsiderable  advantage  gained 
by  the  discussion  of  this  subject.  Tbe  authentic 
records  both  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  and  of 
the  court-martial  had  been  placed  in  tbe  archives 
of  Congress,  and  would  remain  to  do  justice  to  all 
parties  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  very  few  words  to  say. 
It  was  with  great  reluctance  he  had  twice  voted 
against  an  adjournment,  while  tbe  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  [Mr.  Datton]  desired  to  address  the 
Senate  upon  this  question.  He  should  not  have 
done  so,  but  for  his  perfect  knowledge,  that  no  mat- 
ter how  the  question  might  be  decided  to-night,  that 
gentleman  would  have  precisely  the  same  opportu- 
nity to  morrow;  and  everything  be  had  to  say  would 
be  as  relevant  then  as  to-day.  His  desire  was,  af- 
ter having  spent  so  much  time  upon  this  bill — ^look- 
ing  at  the  list  of  orders,  and  considering  that  there 
were  but  ten  days  yet  to  elapse,  to  allow  tbe  bill  to 
advance  one  stage,  at  least,  before  they  adjourned. 
Suppose  the  amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee be  adopted:  tbe  friends  of  the  bill  would  then 
oppose  its  passage?  Suppose  it  were  nega- 
tived: the  question  would  come  up  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  gentlemen  woo  Id  then  have 
an  opportutiity  of  addressing  the  Senate?  He  had 
no  disposition  to  curtail  debate;  far  from  it. 
He  voted  as  he  did,  only  |)ecau8e  he  knew  it  would 
not  deprive  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  of  any 
privilege.  He  had  not  taken  up  much  time  in  de- 
bating this  session;  and  he  felt  himself  constrained 
to  say  that  tYcry  moment  ought  now  to  be  devoted 
to  finish  the  business  upon  -  the  calendar.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  vote  wonld  now  be  taken. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  bis  desire  was  to  address 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  amendments;  but 
if  the  vote  could  be  taJcen  now,  he  would  waive  his 
claim  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  he  was  always  willing  to 
vole  fol  tbe  indemnity  in  such  form  as  would  leave 
untouched  the  question  of  fact  whether  it  was  a 
matter  of  duty  with  Qeneral  Jackson  to  declare 
martial  law.  He,  (herefore,  in  accordance  with 
that  wish,  proposed  to  amend  the  original  text  of 
the  bill.  He  proposed  to  adopt  it,  with  a  slight 
modicfiation.  He  wonld  not  do  anything  to  im- 
peach the  character  of  Genera!  Jackson,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  nothing  that  would  cast  an  imputa- 
tion on  Judge  Hall  for  his  conduct  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to.  He  proposed  (to  avoid  censure  or  im- 
putation to  either  psirty)  to  strike  from  the  original 
bill  tbe  words  **for  official  acts  in  that  capacity," 
and  to  insert  the  words  "an  alleged  contempt  of 
court;*'  so  as  to  make  it  a  bill  to  indemnify  the 
fine  of  fl.OOO,  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  court. 
He  proposed  also,  at  the  proper  time,  to  amend  the 
title  so  as  to  make  it  read,  "A  bill  to  indemnify 
Major  General  Andrew  Jackson;"  which,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  must  be  acceptable  to  all  sides 
of  the  Senate.  He  then  submitted  tbe  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  "official  acts  in  that  ca- 
pacity*' from  the  original  bill,  and  insert  the  words 
"an  alleged  contempt  of  court."  If  the  amend- 
ment prevailed,  he  would  vote  against  striking  out, 
as  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  ARCHER  inquired  whether  he  understood 
the  Chair  to  give  the  decision  that  the  first  question 
did  not  arise  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Judiciary  CommiXtee? 

The  CHAIR  replied  (hat  it  was  competent  (o 
make  the  original  bill,  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
as  perfect  as  possible  before  tbe  question  was  taken 
on  tbe  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  CONRAD  was  under  tbe  impression  )hat 
when  a  report  was  made  from  a  committee,  pro- 
posing to  amend  a  bill,  the  usage  of  the  Senate  bad 
been  to  first  take  the  question  on  the  amendments 
of  tbe  committee. 

Tbe  CHAIR  said  the  Senator  was  mistaken  as 
to  the  ussges  of  the  body,  and  explained  how  it 
was  competent  to  amend  the  original  bilh,  bit  if 


there  was  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  he  would  liha 
to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  would  like  to  have  tbe 
opinion  of  the  older  members  of  that  body  as 'to  the 
usages  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  said  there  was  no  neeeBaity  for  Oh 
king  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  tbe  mafter.  If 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  in  favor  of  slrikhig 
09 1  the  whole  bill,  and  to  insert,  it  was  competent 
for  tbe  Senate  to  amend  and  perfect  both  the  part 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  and  Chat  which  was 
proposed  to  be  inserted.  Such  was  not  only  the 
usage  of  the  Senate,  but  such  was  the  parliament- 
ary law  upon  the  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amepdment 
of  Mr.  QaiHAM,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  then  said  that  when  the  question 
came  up  on  the  title,  be  wonld  move  te  amend  it 
by  inserting  the  words  he  had  indicated  for  the 
words  of  the  original  title-— that  was,  to  insert  tbe 
words  '^A  bill  to  indemnify  Major  Gkneral  Andrew 
Jackson." 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
tbe  committee — being  the  substitute  (as  Inserted 
above)  for  the  original  bill ;  which  question  wme 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nes* 
ative — ^yeas  16,  nays  37,  as  follows* 

YEAS— Menra:  Areh«r,  Bvrow,  BaiM,  Benrfen,  Clftytoti, 
Conrad,  Cntfta,  CriueDden,  Dayton,  Evvm,  Hontmguw,  Mer* 
rick,  Miller,  Moretiearl,  Pb«lp«.  and  Smiih  of  Indianft— 16. 

NA.Tfi— Mesara.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bayard,  Bentoa.  Bacbtoana 
Calhoun,  Choate,  Cuthbert,  Fulioii,  Graham,  BendBnon,  Kin& 
Linn,  McDnflie,  McRoberta,  Manguoi,  Rivea,  Serier^mith  o7 
Oonnecticat,  Scorgeon,  Tapptn,  Walker,  Wllcoz,  WUUama, 
Woodbtii7i  Wright,  and  Yoong--87. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  moved  to  strike  out  the  original 
bill,  and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  the  bill  which  wm 
voted  down  In  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  as 
follows:  "That  there  be  remitted  and  refunded  to 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of 
a  fine  and  costs  imposed  upon  him  by  the  district 
oourt.of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Louis- 
iana, for  an  alleged  contempt  of  court,  with  lnter-> 
est  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum;  pro* 
vlded  always  that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  as 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  Congress  upon  any 
judicial  proceeding  or  legal  question  growing  out 
of  the  declaration  of  martial  law  by  Goieml  Jack- 
son during  tbe  defence  of  New  Orleans.'* 

Mr.  UNN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tho 
amendment  proposed;  which  were  ordered- 

llr.  BAYARD  said  he  would  vote  now  against 
the  amendment,  as  he  intended  to  vote  against  a 
bill  in  any  form  for  the  restoration  of  tbe  £w. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  ia  the 
negative — ^yeas  17,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Meesni.  Archer,  Barrow,  BatM,  BerrieQ»  Cboaie, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafia,  Crittenden.  Dayton,  Bntni^  Hontlngtk 
ton,  Merrick,  BUller,  Morehaad,  Pkelpa^  and  Siaiih  of  iDdia- 
na— 17. 

NATS— Meana.  Allen,  Baffby,  Bayard,  Benton,  BafMnitn, 
Calhoun,  Cuihhert,  Fnlton,  Graham,  Haodenon,  King,  Una, 
McDuffle,  McRol)ert8,  Mangom.  Rtves,  Sevleri  Smith  of  Con- 
necticnt.  Siorgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  WlIBamB,  Wood<» 
bury,  Wright,  aod  Young~26. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  tbe  Senate, 
and  the  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
were  concarred  in;  and  the  question  now  being. 
Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readingi 

Mr.  LINN  demanded  tbe  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYARD  now  wished  to  set  himself  right 
as  to  the  vote  he  should  give.  Last  session,  when 
he  proposed  the  substitute  which  was  adopted  for 
the  original  bill,  b?  did  so  from  a  conciliatory  ajad 
kind  motive.  He  wished  the  fine*  to  berestored,- 
but  he  also  wished.  In  doing  it,  to  avoid  any  impn- 
tation  on  the  Judge;  and^  to  efiect  thii:,  he  had  so 
shaped  bis  amendment  as  to  leave  that  point  an- 
touched.  Some  time  afier,  a  letter  was  published 
from  General  Jackson,  in  which  this  kind  and  con* 
ciliatory  moti7e  was  spoken  of  in  anything  but  a 
reciprocal  spirit. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  could  not,  therefore,  vote  for  a  re- 
newal of  that  attempt,  because  it  would  be  still 
viewed  in  the  same  light  by  General  Jackson;  and ' 
he  had  no  wish  to  press  anything  not  acceptable  to 
bim.  Bot,  as  he  could  not  have  the  bill  modified 
80  as  to  be  appro? ed  by  his  judgment,  he  certainly 
could  not  vote  for  it  in  a  ^ape  in  which  he  eon* 
ceived  it  did  not  fully  and  justly  present  the  cm»« 
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He  was  iherefore  eoftstniAed  to  vot^  in  tbt  nega- 
tire  on  «U  ihe  propositiODs. 

Mr.  ARCHER  saggesied  to  the  Senator  from 
llioonri  [Mr.  JUmn]  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  najrs,  and  let  the  vote  on  the  snbjeet  of 
the  bill  be  taken  without.  He  thought  it  would 
answer  the  purpose  of  that  Senator  as  well  to  have 
the  yeas  and  nays  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bUl. 

lir.  UNN  yielded  to  the  suggestion;  and  the 
biH  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing in  the  following  form: 

Be  a  enaeudby  ihe  Senate  atki  Houee  ^  Re^eeentativM 
«f  lA«  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congnee  tueembkdf 
Thfttthe  proper  accounting  officers  of  theTreamiry  Deport- 
ment be,  end  they  are  hereby,  directed  toaacertaln  the  aoiount 
o(  the  penally  or  damagee  awarded  by  the  diatrict  iudgeof  the 
United  Suiee  at  New  Orleana,  in  the  year  eighteen  nundred  and 
fifteen,  against  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  then  command* 
er-in-chief  of  that  dieirict,  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  court, 
and  paid  b^him  at  that  time;  and  that  the  ram  so  paid,  with 
intereet  at  aix  per  cent  per  annum,  be  paid  to  Bfajor  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  oot  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  other* 
approiMriated. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIBK, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESBNTATIVES. 
MoMDAT,  February  90,  1843. 

Mr.  DODQE  of  Iowa  presented  a  joint  resolu« 
tion  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa  Terri- 
ntory,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route 
itooL  Keoknck  to  the  town  of  Farmington,  in  Van 
Boren  county;  and  one  from  Keoknck,  via  Win- 
chester, in  Van  Bnren  county,  to  Fairfield,  in 
JefilersoD  county. 

Also,  to  taTe  the  mail  carried  by  water  in 
steamboats)  from  the  city  of  St.  Louis  to  Keokuck 
during  Ihe  navigable  seasons  of  the  year. 

AlsDv  two  petitions  praying  for  the  establisfameni 
of  a  mail  route  from  f^ifield,  via  Glasgow,  to 
Mount  Pleasant. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  Iowa,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  holding  treaties  with  the 
Pottawatomies,  Ottawas,  and  other  Indians,  for  the 
extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in  Iowa  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  HUBARD  offered  the  petition  of  Biary 
Grafton  for  a  pension  under  the  act  of  July  7, 
1838.  Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  Gafford  for  a 
pension  under  the  same  act;  both  of  which,  under 
the  late  rule  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  were 
appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  GUBTINE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Ruatved^  That  the  Committee  on  RoTOlutlonary  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  James 
Hote  on  the  peneioQ  rulU  and  that  the  accompanying  papets 
be  referred  to  said  committee. 

Mr.  GUSTINE  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the'Stateof  Pennsyi- 


Remtkoti  h^  tkt  Senate  and  ffouee  of  RepretnUUiveB  of 
the  CkipnmimweaUh  of  Pennsylvania^  That  our  Senators  and 
RepresentatlTee  In  Congress  be  re<iuested  to  use  Uietr  ezer* 
tions  te  leTiTa,  at  their  present  session,  the  law  pawed  by  Con- 
grass  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  granting  a  pension, 
lor  fire  years,  to  the  widows  of  officen  and  soldiers  of  the  revo. 
lutiooary  war. 

Aesotoed,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  to 
each  House  of  Congress  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  as  soon 
as  convenient  after  tlie  passage  thereof. 

Mr.  GUSTINB  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  if  iher^  is 
oae  legislative  proposition  more  than  another  that 
would  induce  me  to  break  the  silence  which  I  have 
hitherto  oboerTed  within  this  hall,  it  would  be  to 
ask  the  members  of  this  Hoftse  to  accede  to  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  resolution  sent  to  your 
desk.  It  is  a  measure,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  the 
feelings  of  honor,  philanthropy,  patriotism,  hu- 
manity, and  all  the  better  feelings  that  inherit  the 
human  breast,  call  upon  us,  as  the  guardians  of 
the  nation's  honor,  to  adopt. 

While  we  are  daily  appropriating  millions  to 
propagate  and  foster  the  arts  and  sciences,  to 
increase  the  wealth,  add  to  tha  powers,  and  extend 
the  fame  of  the  mightest  Republic  on  earth,  shall 
we  withhold  and  refuse  to  appropriate  a  few  thou- 
sand dollars  to  give  a  mere  sustenance  to  the  aged 
and  feeble  widows  of  those  great  men  who  erected 
.the  mighty  fabric  of  our  independence^whose  la- 
bor compasied  the  liberties  we  this  day  eujoy — 
whose  Uood  purehased  the  prifiieges  we  are  this 


moment  exercising?  It  cannot  be,  that  the  desceod- 
ants  of  such  men  can  remain  indifferent  to  the 
tears  and  tremulous  tones  of  the  enfeebled  wid- 
ows of  these  worthies  of  the  Revolution.  This  will, 
unquestionably,  be  the  last  opportunity  ever  pre- 
sented to  many  of  us  to  participate  in  thus  bnog- 
ittg  relief  to  objects  the  worthiest  that  the  world 
eter  presented  to  the  consideration  of  a  legislative 
body.  Let  us  not  separate  without  adopting  measures 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  resolution 
offered. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  suggested  that  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  had  reported  a  bill  on 
the  same  subject;  and  he  should  be  glad  if  the 
House  would  assign  some  particular  day  for  its 
consideration* 

[Cries  of  <'Move  to  take  op  the  bill  now,"  from 
several.] 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  granting  pensions  to  certain  widows 
of  revolutionary  soldiers;  and  the  motion  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  in  the  House.  The 
question  beini;  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  objected  to  taking  the 
question  now. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  moved  the  suspension  of  the 
rules,  which  was  carried;  and  then — under  the  op- 
eration of  the  previous  question — the  bill,  after 
being  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE.    - 

Mr.  GWIN  moved  that  the  House  resolve  Itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  gave  notice 
that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  he  would  then  move 
to  take  np  the  bill  to  refund  the  flue  imposed  on 
General  Jackson.  Mr.  G.  also  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  this  was 
not  the  regular  day  for  the  presentation  of  petitions? 
He  had  one  that  he  wished  to  offer. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  this  was  petition  day; 
but  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  suspension  of  the  rule^; 
and,  if  it  prevailed,  would  override  the  regular  or- 
ders. 

The  questipn  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gwin*s 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  114, 
nays  71. 

Mr.  J.  IRVIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
BUls,  reported  a  bill  which  was  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  rose  and  asked  the  consent 
of  the  House,  before  going  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  allow  him  to  present  a  petition  from 
51,863  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. .. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.    I  object. 

Several  other  gentlemen  objected  also. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose  and  inquired  if  it  did  not  re- 
quire a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  such  a  motion  being  in  the  nature  of 
one  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  [Loud  cries 
of  "Oh,  that's  been  long  settled."] 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  any  other  purpose  required  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds;  but  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  an*exception  to  that  rule,  as  settled  by 
the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules;  his  object  being 
understood  to  be  to  get  an  opportunity  to  present 
the  petition  to  which  he  had  before  alluded. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  such  a  motion  was 
not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the  rules  stood  su9peod- 
ed  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  I  hope  I  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  present  the  petition  in  the  course  of 
the  day— (loud  cries  of  <<Order,  order,"  from  Mr. 
WISE  and  others)— for  I  do  not  wish  the  petition 
to  remain  here  as  a  monument  (-<-*'of  infamy," 
some  gentleman  remarked.) 

The  petition  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
referred,  was  placed  on  his  desk,  on  a  large  wooden 
framework,  and  presented  the  appearance  of  a  gi- 
gantic reel,  or  a  juvenile  water-wheel;  and  it  bore 
the  following  inscription;  "  Great  petition  to  Con- 
gress." 


The  foUowicg  is  a  eopyt 

*^To  the  Senate  and  Bowee  of  Repreeentativea  of  the  United 

Statee  of  America: 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  ihe  State  of  Haasachusetti, 
eamestlj  doiiring  to  free  the  Commonwealth  and  them- 
selres  from  all  connexion  with  domestic  sjarerj,  and 
to  secure  the  clUxcns  of  the  State  Irom  the  danger  of  enslave* 
ment,  respectfully  pray  your  honorable  body  to  pass  such  lawi^ 
and  to  propose  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United,  States  as  may  foroTsr  separate  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts from  all  connexion  with  slavery.*' 

As  objections  were  made  from  all  parts  of  tl^r 
House,  the  petition  was  not  presented. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  ioto  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pics- 
EMS  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  ask  the  House 
to  take  up  "a  bill  to  bring  into  the  treasury  certain 
moneys  received  by  public  officers,  before  it  can 
be  disbursed,  and  for  other  purposes.*' 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  amend  the  motion  to  go  into  Conunittee 
of  the  Whole,  so  as  to  move  that  the  conunittee 
take  up  another  bill. 

Mr.  WISE  also  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  take  up  another  bill?  (Criesof  "No,  no,  no.'*) 
He  thought  it  was  in  order  to  make  such  a  motion, 
thongh  the  question  would  be  first  put  on  the  mo* 
tio#  first  made. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  designated  by 

Mr.  FlLLMOHB. 

Mr.  GWIN  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  aside  that  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
another. 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  understood  to  decide  in 
the  negative. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  bill  through  all  its  see* 
tions. 

Mr.  FILLHORE  rose,  when  the  bill  had  been 
read  through,  and  explained  its  object.  In  the 
first  place,  the  bill  proposed  to  enact  that  all  moneys 
collected  should  be  brought  into  the  treasury,  )h0 
fore  being  paid  out  again  to  defray  the  expense 
of  collection,  so  as  to  allow  annual  appropriations 
to  be  made  by  Congress  for  those  expenses;  thereby 
bringing  those  expenses  annually  before  Congress. 
Another  object  was  to  compel  the  officers  to  give 
security  for  the  moneys  that  come  into  their  hands. 
And  a  further  object  was  to  impose  penalties 
on  such  officers  as  receive  and  do  not  pay  these 
moneys  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  would  only  observe,  further,  that  this  bill  had 
been  prepared  on  consultation  with  the  depart- 
ment, ana  so  as  to  create  no  difficulty  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  accounts;  and  it  was  reported  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  committee.  If,  there- 
fore, this  explanation  was  satisfactory,  and  there 
were  no  amendments  offered,  he  would  move  that 
the  bill  belaid  aside,  and  fhat  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  to  authorixe  the  re-issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  GWIN  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Jackson. 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Mr.  WM. 
COST  JOHNSON  and  Mr.  FILLMORE,  and 
the  Clerk  then  read  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gene- 
ral  Andrew  Jackson. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  asked  the  committee  to 
take  up,  and  dispose  of,  a  bill  (which  would  lead 
to  no  debate)  to  test  the  praeiieability  of  an  elec- 
tro-magnetic telegraph  in  the  United  States.  [Cries 

of  "No.  D0."1 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  put  the  question  on  Mr. 
GwiN*8  motion;  and  Messrs.  Gwin  and  Limr  were 
appointed  tellers,  who  reported  ayes  77,  noes  91. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
refund  General  Jackson's  fine. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  the' bill  for  the  reissue  of  treasury  notes 
now  outstanding. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the 
committee  take  up  the  bills  for  the  establish- 
ment of  commercial  intercourse  with  China,  and 
with  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  could  not  yield  bis 
motion,  anxious  as  he  was  that  the  bills  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Adams]  should  b^  passed. 

TREASURY  NOTES  AND  LOANS. 
The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  authorising  a 
re-issue  of  treasury  notes  was  carried,  and  ttw 
bill  taken  up  and  read. 


die 
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was  to  admit  of  a  QDanimoas  vote,  by  sach  a 
modification  9f  phraseology  as  would  carefally 
avoid  expressing  or  imputing  any  reflection  npon 
either  the  General  or  the  Jndge.  He  contended 
that  the  inferences  drawn  by  the  friends  of  Gen- 
•rid  Jackson,  from  the  wording  of  these  amend- 
tnents,  were- not  jasiified  by  their  meaning.  That, 
in  the  first  place,  the  true  meaning  of  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  title,  *'for  the  relief  of  Major 
General  Andrew  Jackson,*'  was  to  relieve  him, 
not  by  a  gratuity,  but  from  the  efi'ects  of  a  judg- 
ment of  the  oonrt  pronounped  against  him;  which 
judgment  he  and  his  friends  view  as  a  grievance. 
And,  in  the  substitute  for  the  bill  oflfered,  the  mo- 
tives stated  for  restoring  the  money  were  three — not 
as  a  remuneration  for  his  military  services,  but 
in  consideration  of  three  things — ^his  services,  the 
popular  wish,  and  the  eiprcss  desire  of  several  ef 
the  State  Legislatures.  These  were  honorable 
motives,  and  should  be  viewed  as  such.  Having 
made  his  eipjanations  at  large,  he  left  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  replied,  and  showed  that,  in  framing 
the  title  of  the  original  bill,  he  had  merely  followed 
the  precedents  which  he  foand  in  the  titles  ef 
other  bills  for  the  relief  of  officers  under  similar 
circumstances.  He  referred  to,  and  quoted,  the  pe- 
tition of  Lieutenant  Wells,  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  on  his  case;  also,  to  the 
case  of  Lieut  Siopton.  He  then  adverted  to  the  con- 
dition of  things  at  New  Orleans,  where  the  occar- 
'  rence  took  place,  which  led  to  this  collision  be- 
tween General  Jackson  and  Judge  Hall;  and 
asked  which  was  responsible  for  the  safety 
and  preservation  of  the  country.  The  Judge 
bad  fled  his  post  of  duty  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment when  it  called  fpr  his  presence  and  support 
against  a  foreign  enemy,  and  did  not  return  to  it  till 
the  critical  moment  when  his  interference  was  cal- 
enlated  to  do  most  mischief.  The  moment  was  too 
Mtical  for  the  responsibility  to  be  thrown  off"  by 
■I  commanding  general,  while  an  enemy  was  yet 
at  hand,  threatening  conquest,  plunder,  and  deva^ 
tation.  But  he  (Mr.  L.)  did  not  mean  to  pro- 
long the  discission;  he  merely  wished  the  bill  to 
be  advanced  to  a  third  reading  this  evening,  and 
hoped  the  amendments  of  the  Judiciary  Comauttee 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  thought,  as  the  Senator  had  ax- 
pressed  a  desire  to  avoid  any  expression  of  opinion 
against  the  Judge,  he  could  have  no  objection  to 
the  amendments. 

Mr.  LINN  had  very  serious  objections  to  them.- 
As,  to.  the  title,  neither  General  Jackson  nor  his 
friends  demanded  any  '^reli^T'  for  him.  What 
they  wanted  was  the  same  measure  of  justice  ex- 
tended to  other  officers.  And  as  to  the  amendmeut 
to  the  bcdy  of  the  bill,  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
repayment  being  placed  on  the  grounds  of  Gteneral 
Jankson's  services  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  ARCHER  explained  why  he  did  not  regard 
the  matter  in  the  same  light  with  the  Senator. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  preferred  the  original  bill 
to  the  amendment.  A  very  slight  modification  of 
one  or  two  expressions  would  satisfy  him  with 
the  original  bill,  and  induce  him  to  give  it  his 
aopport.  One  was,  to  modify  the  title  so  as  to  make 
it  a  bill  to  'Reimburse*'  Major  General  Andrew 
JackaoUydu:.;  and  another  modification  in  one«r 
two  words  in  the  body  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAYTON  expressed  his  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  subject;  and  to  aff'ord  an  oppor- 
tunity for  that  purpose,  movedfan  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered, 
and  the  Ssnate  refused  to  adjonrn-^yeas  19,  nays 

Ilie  yeas  and  nays  on  the  committee's  amend- 
mentB  were  then  called  for,  sind  ordered.* 

Mr.  CONRAD  addressed  the  Senate  with  the 
view  of  explaining,  first,  that  his  opinions  had  un- 
dergone no  change  since  last  summer;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  had  been  strengthened  by  subsequent 
investigation  into  the  facts  and  circumstances. 
Another  point  of  explanation  wss  in  reference  to 
General  Jackson's  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Globe, 
in  which  he  (B(r.  C.)  had  been  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  misrepresenting  a  fact,  that  Louallier  had 
been  tried  by  conri-martial  for  a  libel.  He  had 
since  cleared  up  these  points,  by  calling  for  a  copy 


of  the  record  of  the  court-m^tial,  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  one  of  the  charges  before  the  court- 
martial  against  Louallier  was  that  of  writing  and 
publishing  a  libel  to  incite  sedition  and  matiny. 
He  did  not  make  this  statement  as  a  charge  against 
General  Jackson,  but  to  show  that,  at  his  age,  he 
could  not  rely  on  his  memory.  There  had,  in  his 
opinion,  been  no  inconsiderable  advantage  gained 
by  the  discussion  of  this  subject.  The  authentic 
records  both  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  and  of 
the  court-martial  had  been  placed  in  the  archives 
of  Congress,  and  would  remain  to  do  justice  to  all 
parlies  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  very  few  words  to  say. 
It  was  with  great  reluctance  he  had  twice  voted 
against  an  adjournment,  while  the  Seoator  from 
New  Jersey  [Mr.  Datton]  desired  to  address  the 
Senate  upon  this  question.  He  should  not  have 
done  so,  but  for  his  perfect  knowledge,  that  no  mat- 
ter how  the  question  might  be  decided  to-night,  that 
gentleman  would  have  precisely  the  same  opportu- 
nity to  morrow;  and  everything  he  had  to  say  would 
be  as  relevant  then  as  to  day.  His  desire  was,  af- 
ter having  spent  so  much  time  upon  this  bill — look- 
ing at  the  list  of  orders,  and  considering  that  there 
were  but  ten  days  yet  to  elapse,  to  allow  the  \n\\  to 
aflvance  one  stage,  at  least,  before  they  adjourned. 
Suppose  the  amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee be  adopted:  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  then 
oppose  its  passage?  Suppose  it  were  nega- 
tived: the  question  would  come  up  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  gentlemen  would  then  have 
an  opportuhity  of  addressing  the  Senate?  He  had 
no  disposition  to  curtail  debate;  far  from  it. 
He  voted  as  he  did,  only  t^ecause  he  knew  it  would 
not  deprive  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  of  any 
privilege.  He  had  not  taken  up  much  time  in  de- 
bating this  session;  and  he  felt  himself  constrained 
to  say  that  every  moment  ought  now  to  be  devoted 
to  finish  the  business  npon  the  calendar.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  vote  would  now  be  taken. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  his  desire  was  to  address 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  amendments;  but 
if  the  vote  could  be  taJcen  now,  he  would  waive  his 
claim  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  he  was  always  willing  to 
vote  fol  the  indemnity  in  such  form  as  would  leave 
untouched  the  question  of  fact  whether  it  was  a 
matter  of  duty  with  Gfeneral  Jackson  to  declare 
martial  law.  He,  Oierefore,  in  accordance  with 
that  wish,  proposed  to  amend  the  original  text  of 
the  bill.  He  proposed  to  adopt  it,  with  a  slight 
modicfiation.  He  would  not  do  anything  to  im- 
peach the  character  of  Genera!  Jackson,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  nothing  that  would  cast  an  imputa- 
tion on  Judge  Hall  for  his  conduct  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to.  He  proposed  (to  avoid  censure  or  im- 
putation to  either  party)  to  strike  from  the  original 
bill  the  words  "for  ofiScial  acts  in  that  capacity," 
and  to  insert  the  words  "an  alleged  contempt  of 
court;"  so  as  to  make  it  a  bill  to  indemnify  ihe 
fine  of  #1.000,  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  court. 
He  proposed  also,  at  the  proper  time,  to  amend  the 
title  so  as  to  make  it  read,  "A  bill  to  indemnify 
Major  General  Andrew  Jackson;"  which,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  must  be  acceptable  to  all  sides 
of  the  Senate.  He  then  submitted  the  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  "official  acts  in  that  ca- 
pacity" from  the  original  bill,  and  insert  the  words 
"an  alleged  contempt  of  court."  If  the  amend- 
ment prevailed,  he  would  vote  against  striking  oat, 
as  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  ARCHER  inquired  whether  he  understood 
the  Chair  to  give  the  decision  that  the  first  question 
did  not  arise  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Judiciary  Commiiteel 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  competent  \o 
make  the  original  bill,  proposed  to  be  stricken  out, 
as  perfect  as  possible  before  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  CONRAD  was  under  the  impression  ihat 
when  a  report  was  made  from  a  committee,  pro- 
posing to  amend  a  bill,  the  usage  of  the  Senate  had 
been  to  first  take  the  question  on  the  amendments 
of  the  committee. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  Senator  was  mistaken  as 
to  the  usages  of  the  body,  and  explained  how  it 
was  competent  to  amend  the  original  bill^  bat  if 


there  was  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  he  would  hhe 
to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  would  like  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  older  members  of  that  body  as  to  the 
usages  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  said  there  was  no  necessity  for  ta- 
king the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  the  mafter.  If 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  in  favor  of  striking 
09 1  the  whole  bill,  and  to  insert,  it  was  competent 
for  the  Senate  to  amend  and  perfect  both  the  part 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  and  that  which  wu 
proposed  to  be  inserted.  Such  was  not  only  the 
usage  of  the  Senate,  but  such  was  the  parliameot- 
ary'law  upon  the  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amepdment 
of  Mr.  GaiHAM,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  then  said  that  when  the  question 
came  up  on  the  title,  he  would  move  te  amend  it 
by  inserting  the  words  he  had  indicated  fortlie 
words  of  the  original  title— that  was,  to  insert  the 
words ''A  bill  to  indemnify  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson." 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
the  committee — ^being  the  substitute  (as  Inserted 
above)  for  the  original  bill ;  which  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— ^yeas  16,  nays  27,  as  follows* 

YEAS— MMsra:  Archer,  Banow,  BaiM,  BArfeo,  Cliytoo, 
Conrad,  CnAa,  Criltenden,  Dayton,  Evaiui,  HnntlngtoD.  Her- 
rick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  and  Smith  of  Indiana — 16. 

NAYS— MeracB.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bayard,  Bentoa,  Bachaiiaa, 
Calhoun,  Choate,  Cuthlwrt,  Fulton,  Gral»m,  BendeoKin,  Kinc 
Linn,  McDiiffie,  McRoberta,  Mangum,  Riva^Serier^mith  pf 
Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Wallcer,  Wilcox,  WiiliaDi, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young--87. 

Mr.  ARCHBR  moved  to  strike  out  the  original 
bill,  and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  the  bill  which  wis 
voted  down  In  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  as 
follows:  "That  there  be  remitted  and  refunded  to 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of 
a  fine  and  costs  imposed  npon  him  by  the  district 
eourt.of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Louis- 
iana, for  an  alleged  contempt  of  court,  with  inter- 
est at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum;  pro- 
vided always  that  this  act  shall  not  be  eonstnied  ss 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  Congress  apon  any 
judicial  proceeding  or  legal  question  growing  out 
of  the  declaration  of  martial  law  by  Goieral  Juk» 
son  during  the  defence  of  New  Orleans.'^ 

Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  proposed;  which  were  ordered* 

llr.  BAYARD  said  he  would  vote  now  against 
the  amendment,  as  he  intended  to  vote  against  a 
bill  in  any  form  for  the  restoration  of  the  &e. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ^yeas  17,  nays  26,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Memi.  Archer  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrieo,  Cboaie, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crillanden.  Dayton,  Knua,  Hoociog* 
Con,  MerriclE,  BfiUer,  Morehaad,  Pnelpa,  and  flnuifa  of  India* 
na— 17. 

NATS— Meana.  Allen,  Baaby,  Bayard,  BenUNLBocfaanan, 
Calhoun,  Cuthhert,  Fulton,  GrahanD,  Henderaon,  ^inf ,  linn, 
McDuffle,  McRoberta,  Mangum.  Rlres,  Sevleij  flndihof  Con- 
necticut. Sturgeon,  Tappan,  wallcer,  Wilcox,  WQIiami,  Wood* 
bury,  Wright,  and  Young~26. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  SSenate, 
and  the  amendments  of  the  committee  of  die  whole 
were  concurred  in;  and  the  question  now  beings 
Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading^ 

Mr.  LINN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  whicfa 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYARD  now  wished  to  set  himself  right 
as  to  the  vote  he  should  give.  Last  session,  when 
he  proposed  the  substitute  which  was  adopted  for 
the  original  bill,  he  did  so  from  a  conciliatory  and 
kind  motive.  He  wished  the  fine*  to  be  restored, 
but  he  also  wished,  in  doing  it,  to  avoid  any  impu- 
tation on  the  Judge;  andj  to  effect  this,  he  had  so 
shaped  bis  amendment  as  to  leave  that  point  un- 
touched. Some  time  after,  a  letter  was  published 
from  General  Jackson,  in  which  this  kind  and  con- 
ciliatory motive  was  spoken  of  in  anything  but  a 
reciprocal  spirit. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  could  not,  therefore,  vote  for  a  re- 
newal of  that  attempt,  because  it  would  be  still 
viewed  in  the  same  light  by  Gteneral  Jackson;  and  * 
he  had  no  wish  to  press  anything  not  acceptable  to 
him.  But,  as  he  could  not  have  the  bill  modified 
so  as  to  be  approved  by  his  judgment,  he  certainly 
could  not  vote  for  it  in  a  ^pe  in  which  he  coo* 
ceived  it  did  not  fully  and  Joatly  present  the 
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He  was  therefore  eoAstmined  to  ro\p  in  ike  nega- 
tiTe  on  all  the  propositions. 

Mr.  ARCHER  soggesied  to  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Liitn]  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  let  the  Tote  on  the  sabjeet  of 
the  t)ill  be  taken  withoat.  He  thought  it  would 
laawer  the  purpose  of  that  Senator  as  well  to  have 
the  yea^  and  nays  taken  ou  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

llr.  LINN  yielded  to  the  suggestion;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing in  the  following  form: 

Beit  enacted  h»  the  Senate  and  Houee  ^ Refre§entative» 
9/ the  United  Statea  of  America  in  Congreee  aeaembkdt 
rhat  the  proper  accouating  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
neni  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  direeted  to  ascertain  the  amount 
)f  the  penalty  or  damages  awarded  by  the  district  judge  of  the 
Jnited  Suites  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ifteen,  against  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  then  command* 
ir-ia-chlef  of  that  district,  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  court, 
md  paid  bjr  him  at  that  time;  and  that  the  sum  so  paid,  with 
nterest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum,  be  paid  to  Blajor  General 
Andrew  Jacicson,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  other* 
appropriated. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoMDAT,  February  90,  1843. 

Mr.  DODQE  of  Iowa  presented  a  joint  resoln< 
ion  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Iowa  Terri- 
itory,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route 
Tom  Keokock  to  the  town  of  Farmington,  in  Van 
Snien  county;  and  one  from  Keokuck,  via  Win- 
iiester,  in  Van  Boren  county,  to  Fairfield,  in 
Tefferson  county. 

Also,  to  hare  the  mail  carried  by  water  in 
teamboats)  from  the  city  of  St.  Louis  to  Keokuck 
luring  the  navigable  seasons  of  the  year* 

Also,  two  petitions  praying  for  the  establishment 
\l  a  mail  route  from  Faimeld,  via  Qlasgow,  to 
dount  Pleasant. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Legislatiye  As* 
embly  of  Iowa,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to 
tefray  the  expenses  of  holding  treaties  with  the 
^ottawatomies,  Ottawas,and  other  Indians,  for  the 
ztingnishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in  Iowa  Ter- 
itory. 

Mr.  HUBARD  offered  the  petition  of  Mary 
Grafton  for  a  pension  under  the  act  of  July  7, 
838.  Also,  the  petition  of  Mary  Qafford  for  a 
leosion  under  the  same  act;  both  of  which,  under 
be  late  rule  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  were 
ippropriately  referred. 

Mr.  QUSTINE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
ion;  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Reeolved,  That  the  Committee  on  RoTOlutionary  Pensions  be 
Mtroctad  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  placing  James 
tote  on  the  pension  rulU  and  that  tlie  accompanying  papers 
e  referred  to  sajd  cotamittee, 

Mr.  QUSTINE  presented  the  following  resolu- 
ions  of  the  Legislature  of  thelStateof  Feansyl* 
rania: 

Jletotoed  by  the  Senate  and  ffouee  of  Jtepreeentativee  of 
he  CqmmontcecUthof  PenneyhamOf  That  oar  Senators  and 
t^presentatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  ezer* 
ions  te  reviTe,  at  their  present  session,  the  law  pa»ed  by  Con- 
;cees  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  •eight,  granting  a  pensiooi 
or  five  years,  to  the  widows  of  officen  and  soldiers  of  the  reTO> 
utiooary  war. 

Aesoived,  That  the  GoTcmor  be  requested  to  forward  to 
acK  Hooae  of  Congress  a  copy  of  the  above  resolntaon  as  soon 
L0  convenient  after  tlie  passage  thereof. 

Mr.  QUSTINE  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  if  therp  is 
)Be  legislative  proposition  more  than  another  that 
vould  indace  me  to  break  the  silence  which  I  have 
litberto  observed  within  this  ball,  it  would  be  to 
isk  the  members  of  this  Hofise  to  accede  to  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  lesolution  sent  to  your 
lesk.  It  is  a  measure,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  the 
feelings  of  honor,  philanthropy,  patriotism,  hu- 
nauiiy,  and  all  the  better  feelings  that  inherit  the 
luman  breast,  call  upon  us,  as  the  guardians  of 
be  nation's  honor,  to  adopt. 

While  we  are  daily  appropriating  millions  to 
propagate  and  foster  the  arts  and  sciences,  to 
increase  the  wealth,  add  to  tha  powers,  and  extend 
iie  fame  of  the  mightest  Republic  on  earth,  shall 
pre  withhold  and  refuse  to  appropriate  a  few  thou- 
{and  dollars  to  give  a  mere  sustenance  to  the  aged 
ind  feeble  widows  of  those  great  men  who  erected 
he  mighty  fabric  of  onr  independence— whose  la- 
:>or  compassed  the  liberties  we  this  day  enjoy — 
whoae  Mood  purehised  die  prifiieges  we  are  this 


moment  exercising?  It  cannot  be,  that  the  descend- 
ants of  such  men  can  remain  indifferent  to  the 
tears  and  tremulous  tones  of  the  enfeebled  wid- 
ows of  these  worthies  of  the  ReTolotion.  This  will, 
unquestionably,  be  the  last  opportunity  ever  pre- 
sented to  many  of  us  to  participate  in  thus  bring- 
ing relief  to  objects  the  worthiest  that  the  world 
eter  presented  to  the  consideration  of  a  legislative 
body.  Lei  us  not  separate  without  adopting  measures 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  resolution 
offered. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  sugKested  that  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  had  reported  a  bill  on 
the  same  subject;  and  he  (hoold  be  glad  if  the 
House  would  assign  some  particular  day  for  its 
consideration* 

[Cries  of  <*Move  to  take  op  the  bill  now,*'  from 
several.] 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  granting  pensions  to  certain  widows 
of  revolutionary  Boldiers;  and  the  motion  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  in  the  House.  The 
qaestion  l>eing  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  objected  to  taking  the 
question  now. 

Mr.  MATHIOT  moved  the  suspension  of  the 
rules,  which  was  carried;  and  then—under  the  op- 
eration of  the  previous  question — the  bill,  after 
being  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE.    - 

Mr.  GWIN  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  gave  notice 
that,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  he  would  then  move 
to  take  np  the  bill  to  refund  the  flue  imposed  on 
General  Jackson.  Mr.  G.  also  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  this  was 
not  the  regular  day  for  the  presentation  of  petitions? 
He  had  one  that  he  wished  to  offer. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  this  was  petition  day; 
but  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  suspension  of  the  rule^; 
and,  if  it  prevailed,  would  override  the  regular  or- 
ders. 

The  qnestipn  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gwin*s 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  114, 
nays  71. 

Mr.  J.  IRVIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  a  bill  which  was  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  rose  and  asked  the  consent 
of  the  House,  before  going  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  allow  him  to  present  a  petition  from 
51,863  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. ... 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.    I  object. 

Several  other  gentlemen  objected  also. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose  and  inquired  if  it  did  not  re- 
quire a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  such  a  motion  being  in  the  nature  of 
one  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  [Loud  cries 
of  "Oh,  that's  been  long  settled."] 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  any  other  purpose  required  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds;  but  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  an 'exception  to  that  rule,  as  settled  by 
the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules;  his  object  being 
understood  to  be  to  cet  an  opportunity  to  present 
the  petition  to  which  he  had  before  alluded. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  such  a  motmn  was 
not  in  order,  inasmacb  as  the  rules  stood  suspend- 
ed by  a  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  I  hope  I  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  present  the  petition  in  the  course  of 
the  day— (loud  cries  of  "Order,  order,"  from  Mr. 
WISE  and  others) — for  I  do  not  wish  the  petition 
to  remain  here  as  a  monument  ( — "of  infamy," 
some  gentleman  remarked.) 

The  petition  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
referred,  was  placed  on  his  desk,  on  a  large  wooden 
framework,  and  presented  the  appearance  of  a  gi« 
gantic  reel,  or  a  juvenile  water-wheel;  and  it  bore 
the  following  inseription;  "  Great  petition  to  Con- 
gre88.'» 


The  foUowicg  is  a  oopyt 

"2V  the  Senate  and  Bmue  of  Repreeeniativee  of  the  United 

Statee  of  America: 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  the  State  of  Haatachnsetts, 
earnestly  desiring  to  free  the  Commonwealth  and  tbem< 
selres  from  all  connexion  with  domestic  slarery,  and 
to  secure  the  citizens  of  the  State  from  the  danger  of  endaye* 
ment,  respectfully  pray  yoar  honorable  body  to  pass  such  iawi^ 
and  to  propose  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United,  States  as  may  forerer  eeparate  the  people  of  Maws- 
chttseits  from  all  connexion  with  slavery .'' 

As  objections  were  made  from  all  parts  of  tl^T 
House,  the  petition  was  not  presented. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pics* 
KMs  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  ask  the  House 
to  take  up  "a  bill  to  bring  into  the  treasury  certain 
moneys  received  by  public  officers,  before  it  lean 
be  disbursed,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  BARNARD  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  amend  the  motion  to  go  into  Conunittee 
of  the  Whole,  so  as  to  move  that  the  committee 
take  up  another  bill. 

Mr.  WISE  also  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  take  up  another  bill?  (Cries  of  "No,  no,  no.") 
He  thought  it  was  in  order  to  make  such  a  motion, 
though  the  question  would  be  first'  put  on  the  mo* 
tio#  first  made. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bUl  designated  by 

Mr.  FlLLMOUB. 

Mr.  GWIN  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  aside  that  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
another. 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  understood  to  decide  ia 
the  negative. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  bill  through  all  its  see* 
tions. 

Mr.  FILLHORE  rose,  when  the  bill  had  been 
read  through,  and  explained  its  object.  In  the 
first  place,  the  bill  proposed  to  enact  that  all  moneys 
collected  should  be  brought  into  the  treasury,  bt0 
fore  being  paid  out  again  to  defray  the  expense 
of  collection,  so  as  to  allow  annual  appropriations 
to  be  made  by  Congress  for  those  expenses;  thereby 
bringing  those  expenses  annually  before  Congress. 
Another  object  was  to  compel  the  officers  to  give 
security  for  the  moneys  that  come  into  their  hainds. 
And  a  further  object  was  to  impose  penalties 
on  such  officers  as  receive  and  do  not  pay  these 
moneys  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  would  only  observe,  further,  that  this  bill  had 
been  prepared  on  consultation  with  the  depart- 
ment, and  so  as  to  create  no  difficulty  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  accounts;  and  it  was  reported  with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  committee.  If,  there- 
fore, this  explanation  was  satisfactory,  and  there 
were  no  amendments  offered,  he  would  move  that 
the  bill  belaid  aside,  and  rhat  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  to  authorize  the  re-issue  of  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  QWIN  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Jackson. 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Mr.  WM. 
COST.  JOHNSON  and  Mr.  FILLMORE,  and 
the  Clerk  then  read  the  bill  for  the  lelief  of  Gene- 
ral Andrew  Jackson. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  asked  the  committee  to 
take  up,  and  dispose  of,  a  bill  (which  would  lead 
to  no  debate)  to  test  the  practicability  of  an  elec- 
tro-magnetic telegraph  in  the  United  States.  [Cries 
of  «*No,  no."] 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  put  the  question  ouMr. 
GwiN^  motion;  and  Messrs.  Gwin  and  Limr  were 
appointed  tellers,  who  reported  ayes  77,  noes  91. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
refund  General  Jackson^s  fine. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  the' bill  lor  the  re -issue  of  treasury  notes 
now  outstanding. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the 
committee  take  up  the  bills  for  the  establish- 
ment of  commercial  intercourse  with  China,  and 
with  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  could  not  yield  his 
motion,  anxious  as  he  was  that  the  bills  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Adams]  should  be  passed. 

TREASURY  NOTES  AND  LOANS. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  authorizing  a 
re-issue  of  treasury  notes  was  carried,  an4  Aiq 
bill  taken  up  and  rea<|« 
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Mr.  BARNARD  rose  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  bill — in  sabstanee,  the  same  as  that  which  he 
had  offered  as  a  sabstitote  for  the  eicheqaer  bill 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Bdr.  CorsHUfu.] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in  or- 
der*  as  it  was  not  an  original  bill,  bat  only  an 
amendment  to  another  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  sapposed  it  was 
an  original  bill.  He  won  Id,  however,  submit  that 
it  was  not  in  order,  npon  another  ground.  He  snb« 
mitted  it  to  the  Chair  whether  the  subject  of  the 
amendment  was  sufficiently  analogous  to  that  of 
the  bill  now  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  bill  was  a  proposition 
to  re-issue  treasury  notes.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Baanard]  purported  to  be  a  propo- 
sition to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
borrow  |15,000,000  from  the  State  banks.  It  was, 
in  fact,  only  another  form  of  borrowing  money,  and 
therefore  in  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  rose  and  appealed  to  his 
colleague  [Mr.  BiaNARDl-to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  allow  the  bill  to  pass  without  delay,  as 
it  was  indispensable  to  the  wants  of  the  treasury. 
Let  the  appropriation  bills  be  passed,  and  then  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  offer  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BARNARD  said  there  was  only  one  condi- 
tion on  which  he  could  consent  to  withdraw  his 
amendment — and  that  was,  an  assurance  from  the 
committee  and  the  House  that  he  should  haye  an 
opportunity  to  submit  and  discuss  his  proposition 
one  day  Uiis  week.  Unless  he  pressed  it  now,  he 
would  have  no  opportunity  of  doing  so  at  all  prior 
to  the  adjournment 

Mr.  B.  called  for  the  reading  of  his  amendment^ 
and  it  was  read  through. 

Mr.  CU8H1NQ  expressed  a  desire  that  the  gen- 
wman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Barmird]  would  per- 
mit him  to  put  in  an  amendment  to  his  amendment, 
so  that  the  committee  nught  hare  the  whole  sub* 
ject  before  them. 

Mr.  BARNARD  declined  yielding  to  the  request, 
and  observed  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  better  offer  his  proposition  idler  he  (Mr. 
B.)  had  concluded  bis  remarks. 

Mr.  Barmarq  then  went  on  to  say  that  upon 
reflection,  he  did  not  think  there  could  be  a 
more  fitting  opportunity  for  him  to  discharge 
what  he  conceived  to  be  a  great  duty  to  the  coun- 
try, by  presenting  his  proposition  to  the  Bouse; 
nor  did  he  think  that  there  could  be  a  more  fitting 
occasion  than)  the  present  for  the  House  to  con- 
sider the  subject.  Here  was  a  proposition,  brought 
in  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the 
relief  of  the  treasury  by  the  mode  to  which'this  Qov- 
emment  had  been  in  the  habit  of  resorting,  for  six 
years  past,  year  after  year,  and  session  after  session. 
It  was  a  mere  temporary  expedient  to  enable  the 
Government  to  get  along  from  day  to  day,  and  to 
maintain  its  credit  without  repudiation.  He  held 
the  treasury-note  policy  and  system  to  be  no 
financial  system  whatever.  It  was  an  expedient, 
and  not  a  system;  it  was  a  mere  temporary  resort, 
and  not  the  adoption  of  a  great  financial  measure, 
such  as  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  relief  of  the 
treasury.  Under  present  circumstances,  however, 
he  made  no  opposition  to  the  treasury -note  bill. 
The  object  of  that  bill,  as  he  understood  it,  as  in- 
troduced by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
was  merely  to  postpone  the  day  of  payment  upon 
treasury  notes  already  issoed  and  now  in  the  hands 
of  bona-fide  holders,  beyond  the  period  of  time 
when  the  Qovemment  promised  to  pay  them.  That 
was  one  object  of  the  bill*  Another  object  was  to 
induce  the  holders  of  these  notes  to  keep  them  in 
their  pockets  as  investments,  by  the  promise  to 
pay  interest  on  them. 

The  Government  issued  its  promissory  notes  for 
the  payment  of  its  current  expenses,  just  as  an  indi*' 
vidul  might  do  under  similar  circumstances,  for  the 
sake  of  getting  along  in  a  Jeremy  Diddler  sort  of  way 
from  <day  to  day;  and  after  the  notes  had  become 
due,  proposed  to  raise  the  wind  by  asking  the  pub- 
lic creditors  to  forbear  to  press  their  claims  for 
payment.  This  was  the  financial  policy  of  the 
treasury-note  bill  before  the  House;  and  he  repeat- 

^   that  he  would  not  oppose  it,  but  ha  most  say 


that  it  was  a  most  wretched  and  ill-judged  system. 
He  had  never  voted  for  a  treasury-note  bill,  either 
under  the  last  administration  or  the  present;  and 
he  should  not  vote  for  one  until  he  was  better  sat- 
isfied than  be  now  was  that  it  was  a  proper  mode 
of  raising  money,  and  better  satisfied  than  he  ever 
had  been  of  the  immediate  pressing  necessity  of  the 
measure.  His  doctrine  was,  that,  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  with  a  plenty  of  money  in  the  money 
market,  whenever  it  was  necessary  for  this 
Oovemment  to  borrow  money,  it  was  better  to  bor- 
row it  by  way  of  a  loan,  than  by  the  issue  of  treaa- 
ury  note?.  But  still  he  was  willing,  in  deference  to 
the  opinions  of  his  friends,  that,  as  this  policy  had 
been  pursued  for  six  years,  it  should  be  pursued  a 
little  longer.  At  the  same  time,  however,  he  would 
propose,  as  an  amendment  to  it,  a  measure  which, 
if  adopted  by  the  House,  would  supersede  all  ne- 
cessity for  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  treas- 
ury by  the  means  of  treasury  notes.  The  Gtov- 
emment  would  then  have  no  need  to  apply  to  the 
holders  of  these  notes  to  postpone  their  demands 
for  payment,  and  would  have  no  need  to  offer  them 
interest  to  induce  them  to  keep  them  in  their  pock- 
ets. He  would  have  preferred  that  hit  proposi- 
tion should  have  come  in,  as  he  originally  contem- 
plated, in  the  form  of  a  substitute  to  the  exchequer 
bill  reported  by  the  select  committee  of  that  House} 
for,  af)er  all,  the  great  object  he  had  in  view  was  the 
adoption,  not  the  creation  (for  that  they  all  knew 
to  be  out  of  the  question)  and  nationalixing  of  a 
currency.  Afler  the  great  political  revolution 
which  took  place  in  1640,  there  was  no  one  subject 
to  which  the  people  looked  with  so  much  solicitude 
as  that  of  the  cnnency,  and  which  they  so  anx- 
iously exj^ected  from  the  party  they  had  placed  in 
power.  The  majvity  in  Congress  promptly  an- 
swered this  universal  demand,  and  attempted  to 
give  to  the  country  a  sound,  safe,  stable,  and  uni- 
form national  currency,  in  the  form  of  a  good  old- 
fashioned  bank  of  the  United  States.  They  failed; 
and  failed  without  any  fault  of  their  own.  They 
failed  in  consequence  of  the  **fixed  constitutional 
fact*'  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  of  which 
they  had  heard  so  much.  The  plan  that  the  ma- 
jority then  proposed,  and  which  failed  in  the  man- 
ner stated,  was  the  one  which  he  should  always 
consider  the  best  that  could  be  adopted  for  the 
country.  They  all  knew,  however,  that  that  plan 
could  not  be  adopted  under  present  circumstances. 
Another  plan  had  been  proposed— that  of  the  ex- 
chequer; and  the  House  haa  considered  it  at  this 
session,  and  decided  against  it  by  almost  a  unani- 
mous vote;  and  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  that 
that  was  a  vote  pronouncing  condemnation  as  well 
against  the  plan  of  the  select  committee,  as  that  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  exchequer 
scheme  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  dif- 
fered, in  some  unimportant  particulars,  fVom  the 
one  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but,  in  his 
opinion,  the  former  was  not  relieved  from  the  ob- 
jections which  weighed  so  heavily  against  the  lat- 
ter. Mr.  B.  then  went  on  to  compare  the  two  pro- 
jects, Slating  his  objections  to  both. 

We  have  had  (said  Mr.  B.)  the  exchequer  pre- 
sented to  us,  and  have  discarded  it  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote;  and  the  pondemnation  of  the  plan 
of  the  Executive  was  equivalent  to  a  condem- 
nation of  the  plan  of  the  select  committee;  and  he 
believed  that,  at  the  present  moment,  it  would  find 
no  greater  favor  in  the  House.  A  bank  of  the 
United  Slates  could  not  be  had;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  what  were  they  to  do?  Were  they  to  sit  still 
and  fold  their  arms,  and  do  nothingi  Waa  there 
nothing  else  to  be  donel  Was  there  no  plan  which 
cduld  be  devised,  after  rejecting  both  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  the  exchequer,  of  supplying 
the  country  with  a  safe,  sound,  and  stable  circu- 
lating medium,  through  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
emnwntl  He  eontended  that  there  was;  and  the 
plan  was  one  to  which  no  VThig  of  the  country, 
consistently  with  his  principles,  could  object. 

The  State  banks  had  hitherto  been  resorted  to, 
under  Oeneral  Jackson's  administration,  with  a 
promise  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part  of  those  who 
stood  around  him,  that  a  national  currency  of  uni- 
form value  should  be  supplied.  That  plan  failed, 
as  everybody  foresaw  it  must  fail.  In  the  form  in 
which  it  was  piopoeed  that  the  Slate  heaki  should  j 


supply  a  national  currency,  the  plan  fuled,  because 
there  was  no  attempt  to  nationalize  such  a  cunen* 
cy.  It  was  all  a  currency  of  local  banks,  and  could 
not  circulate  beyond  their  immediate  neighbor- 
hoods; and,  for  that  reason,  the  plan  failed.  But 
he  contended  that,  through  the  agency  of  this  Gkiv- 
ernmeni,  the  currency  of  the  Stai^  banks  might  be 
aationalixed,  and  made  a  safe,  sound,  uniform  cur- 
rency—and that,  too,  without  a  particle  of  risk  to 
the  dovemmeat  or  to  the  people.  If  this,  then, 
eould  l>e  done,  was  it  not  their  duty  te  do  ill  The 
effect  to  be  produced  in  the  prewnt  condition  of 
the  treasury  was  an  important  element  in  the  plan 
he  proposed  to  adopt.  The  Gbvemment  must 
borrow  money;  it  was  already  in  debt,  and  had  now 
an  amount  of  treasury  notes  outstanding,  of  from 
eleven  and  a  half  to  twelve  millions  of  doUais, 
which  were  already  due,  or  soon  to  beoome  due. 
If  they  did  not  mean  to  borrow  more  money  for 
the  current  service  of  the  Government,  it  wasm- 
dispensable  that  these  treasury  notes  ahould  be 
kept  out.  The  estimates  and  plans  of  iheSeera- 
Ury  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  GonamiCtee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  all  went  on  .the  ground  diat  the 
outstanding  treasury  notes  were  not  to  be  paid  at 
the  treasury  when  due.  If  they  were  to  be  paid 
when  due,  then  it  was  necessary  that  th^  should 
borrow  money  to  pay  them.  With  the  aid  of  five 
and  a  half  millions,  (or  about  the  sum  borrowed 
upon  loan  at  the  last  session  of  Congress)  and  by 
keeping  back  the  treasury  notes  now  ontstandiag, 
the  treasury  would  be  able  to  get  on  during  the  year. 
But  so  sure  as  these  notes  came  in  for  redenptioii, 
unless  authority  to  re-isi^  them  be  given  by  this 
bill,  there  must  ben  great  deficit  At  all  events, 
there  stood  the  f set,  that  they  had  eleven  and  a  half 
to  twelve  millions  of  these  notes  outstanding;  whhih 
was  discreditable  to  the  nation,  and  he  desired  to 
remedy  it* 

He  deemed  it  a  measure  of  high  import,  as  it 
furnished  a  currency  for  the  country.  He  was  ci 
opinion  that,  even  if  this  treasury  note  bill  should 
be  passed,  it  was  quite  possible  that  the  treasury 
might  find  itself  in  difficulties  before  the  end  of  the 
year;  and  he  woidd  take  away  from  thia  Admini^ 
tration  the  very  possiUlity  of  an  excuse  for  an  ex- 
tra session  of  Congress;  and  he  believed  hie  amead- 
ment  would  accomplish  that  purpose. 


He  then  detailed  the  plan  which  he  proposed. 
It  was  simple,  he  eaid,  and  could  be  oomprdiended 
at  a  glance:  there  was  no  mystery  about  it.  It  wis 
intended  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  borrow  from  the  State  banks  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  |15,000»000— eleven  and  a  half 
nitlliens  of  which  would  be  required  foe  tiie  redemp- 
tion of  treasury  notes;  a  large  portion  of  which,  he 
observed  in  passing,  was  now  in  the  bands  of  ebose 
very  State  banks.  So  far,  then,  it  wasamere  change 
of  the  form  of  indebtedness,  and  a  substitution  of 
one  form  of  credit  for  another.  The  sum  so  bor- 
rowed, however,  was  not  to  exceed  the  wants  and 
exigencies  of  the  Gk>vernment,  and  to  l>e  borroeed 
from  specie-paying  banks;  but  in  no  instaaee  more 
than  one-fourth  of  their  capital;  and  in  this  way  the 
banks  of  every  part  of  the  United  States  would  be 
brought  into  use  in  furnishing  the  loan.  For  the 
amount  so  borrowed,  this  Gh>vemment  would  tbm 
stamp  the  notes  of  the  lending  banks  to  the  amount 
borrowed  from  them  and  such  notes  should  be 
received  in  payment  of  public  dues;  and  in  case  such 
banks  should  suspejpd  specie  payments,  either  for 
these  notes,  or  their  notes  generally,  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  absolved  frcm  all  obligation  to  pay 
to  such  banks  the  interest  on  their  loans,  which  in  no 
ease  was  to  exceed  6  per  cent  though  he  thought 
it  might  be  obtained  at  5  per  cent. 

He  dwelt  on  the  security  which  thia  hill  would 
provide,  on  the  aid  which  it  would  furnish  to  the 
treasury,  and  on  the  facilities  it  would  extend  to 
commerce,  by  this  provision  of  a  concurrent  ciiea- 
lating  medium;  and  enforced  it  on  the  attention  of 
the  House  in  some  general  remarks. 

Mr.  CUSHING  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  the  bill  reported  some  time  since  by 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  that  subject,  en- 
titled "A  bill  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  es- 
tablishing the  Treasury  Department^**  in  which  he 
bad  made  3eTenU  chan^  8Crik|B|(  out  oa^  entity 
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sectioo,  and  materially  alteriog  others;  and  thas 
making  it,  in  faet,  a^ifferent  bill. 

Some  ooATeisation  ensued  on  a  point  of  or- 
der, in  which  Messrs.  CUSEUNQ,  FILLMORB, 
WISE,  and  others,  took  part 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment  wss 
in  order,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Massacha* 
aetis  [Mr.  CnHisa]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CU8HING  observed  that  there  were  then 
two  propositions  before  the  committee,  presented 
fairly  for  their  eonsiieration:  the  one  on  the  plan 
of  CQirency  and  depositee,  proposed  by  the  select 
committee  of  the  House;  and  the  other,  the  antago- 
nist plan,  coming  from  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Bibhard;]  and  he  was,  therefore,  thankful  that 
the  gentleman  had  obtained  the  floor  before  him, 
and,  by  this  mtuns,  made  his  plan  the  first  question 
in  order.    He  was  also  gratified  that  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  discussed  the  question 
as  between  these  two  plans,  and,  by  his  admis- 
sions, placed  his  (Mr.  C.»s)  bill  in  a  tetally  differ- 
ent  attitude  from  that  in  which  it  stood  when  it 
was  last  before  the  House;  for  the  gentleman  em- 
phatically assumed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  ma- 
jority to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
which  was  the  yery  reyerse  of  what  was  assumed  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  when  they  made 
their  report  on  the  exchequer  bill.    The  gentleman 
commenced  by  an  emphatic  declaration  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Whig  party,  in  accordance  with 
their  avowed  principles,  and  with  their  professions 
before  the  people,  to  pass  some  act  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  uniform  and  national  carrency.  The 
gentleman  also  admitted  that  a  bank  of  the  United 
Stages  was  out  of  the  question;  and  he  thanked  the 
gentleman  for  that  admission.    He  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  that  there  were  altemaiiTes  for  a  United 
States  bank;  and  that  it  would  be  wrong  for  the 
House  to  neglect  their  duty  in  adopting  one  of 
these  alternatives,  because  they  could  not,  by  their 
own  fiat,  make  a  bank.    They  entered,  then,  into 
this  discussion  under  new  auspices;  and  it  was  not 
the  question  whether  the  House  should  remain  neg^ 
ative  and  derelict  to  its  duty,  but  it  was  th^  ques- 
tion which  of  the  two  plans  before  it  wias  the  besti 
He  was  happy  to  join  issue  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  on  this  question.     In  the   first 
place,  what  was  the  gentleman*s  plan?    Had  the 
committee  examined  ii?    The  gentleman  assumed 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  a  na- 
tional currency;  and  he  proposed—what?    He  pro- 
posed that  the  United  States— not  having,  it  would 
seem,  any  credit  of  its  own  to  issue  paper  money— 
diould  borrow  fifteen  millions  of  the  paper  of  the 
Stale  banks,  and  endorse  it,  to  make  it  a  national 
currency.       [Here    Mr.    Barwari)    explained] 
He  had  stated  it  briefly  as  the  borrowing  of  bank  pa- 
per, and  it  was  8o  in  effect.    What  did  the  second 
section  propose?    It  was  true,  the  first  section  said 
that  the  Government  should  borrow  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  specie-paying  banks;  but  what  was  the 
thing  to  be  borrowed?    Was  it  gold  and  silver? 
Certainly  not;  for  the  banks  could  hot  make  the 
loan,  unless  the   Qovemment  took   their  paper 
promises.    But  what  did  the  second  section  sajp? 
Why,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  to 
cause  the  notes  of  these  banks,  to  an  amount 
equal    to   that  borrowed,   to   be  stamped  with 
the  guaranty  that  they  should  be  taken  in  payment 
of  all  the  dues  of  the  Government,   so  that  the 
practical  effect  would  be,  that  the  United  Stales 
will  have  received  in  its  coffers  fifteen  millions  of 
paper  of  the  State  banks,  which  it  stamps  with  its 
'signet,  to  give  it  currency  in  the  United  States. 
Now  he  objected  to  this,  in  principle.    The  United 
States  could  make  a  better  currency  of  its  own;  and, 
in  iheascond  phice,  there  would  be  saddled  on  the 
Government  fifteen  millions  of  bank  paper,  which 
woald  be  put  in  its  custom-houses  in  payment  of 
public  dues;  and  if  the  banks  stopped  payment, 
what  would  be  the  remedy?    It  would  be  the  same 
as  it  was  in  a  previous  instance.    The  Govern- 
ment might  sue  the  banks,  if  it  pleased;   but   it 
woald  have  fifteen  millions  of  broken  bank  paper 
on  hand,  which  nobody  would  take.    But,  again. 
Why  take  this  bank  paper  at  all?    It  he  considered 
it  as  a  matter  of  personal  interest  to  his  constituents 
alone,  ha  would  p>  for  it,  inasmnch  asi  under  this 


plan,  the  paper  of  the  banks  of  Boston  and  New 
York  would  constitate  the  principal  currency  of 
the  country. 

But  who  was  to  select  the  banks?  who  was  to 
decide  which  of  the  banks  should  be  taken 'to  make 
a  currency  for  the  country?    The  Secretary  was  to 
take  good  bank  paper;  but  bow  was  he  to  tell  what 
paper  was  good?    But  why  do  this  thing?    What 
would  be  gained  by  it?    It  would  add  nothing  to 
the  sum  total  of  the  currency  of  the  country;  and 
it  would  only  give  a  currency  in  certain  portions 
of  the  United  States  to  the  paper  of  certain  banks. 
[Mr.  BAavAUD  here  explained.]    Mr.  C.  contin* 
ued:  that  the  plan  proposed  that  the  officers  of  the 
Government  should  pick  among  the  banks,  and  se« 
lectsuch  as  they  thought  proper.    The  gentleman 
from  New  York  assumed  that,  by  the  cabalistic 
operation  of  stamping  the  paper  of  these  banks,  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  would  be  restored,  and 
relief  would  be  given  to  the  treasury.    He  should 
have  been  glad  if  the  gentleman  had  gone  into 
some  arguments  to  show  how  this  could  be  brought 
about.    For  his  part,  he  could  see  no  necessary 
connexion  between  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
and  the  giving  currency  to  the  paper  of  certain  fa- 
vored banks.    He  could  readily  see  that  the  banks 
themselves  might  be  benefited  by  the  operation; 
and,  indeed,  he  could  only  see  in  it  a  device  by 
which  fifteen  millions  of  bad  bank  paper  might  hie 
put  into  circulation.    The  gentleman  argued,  in 
favor  of  his  plan,  that  it  might  b*  set  aside,  and 
another  plan  substituted  for  it,  by  whichever  of  the 
two  parties  came  into  power; — that  if  the  Whigs 
came  into  power,  they  might  substitute  for  it  a 
national  bank;  and  if  the  Democrats. came  into 
power,  they  might  substitute  for  it  the  sub-treas- 
ury.   This  was  the  only  advantage  he  saw  in  the 
plan  at  all;  but  would  not  the  same  argument  ap- 
ply in  favor  of  the  exchequer  plan?    It  would  be 
equally  easy  for   any  party  that  might  get  into 
power  to  substitute  for  the  exchequer  their  favorite 
plan,  and  then  they  would  not  have  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  bad  paper  on  hand.    Again:  there  were 
other  means  by  which  the  United  States  might 
supply  their  necessities.    If  they  did  not  choose 
to   borrow  money  in  the  form   of  a   loan — if 
they  must  have  paper  money,  he  preferred  that 
they   should    borrow   it   on    their    own    treas- 
ury  notes,   rather  than  borrow  the  promises  to 
.  pay  of  banks.    He  desired  to    see  an  end  of  the 
fallacious  idea  that  the  Government  could  not  get 
along  without  being  propped  up  under  each  shoul- 
der by  the  State  banks.    Heretofore,  it  had  been 
supposed  that  the  United  States,  which  collected 
fifteen  millions  or  more,  annually,  from  the  people, 
could  not  proceed  on  throngh  the  instrumentality 
of  that  much  of  real  capital,  without  availing  it- 
self of  'the  credit  of  the  banks.    Now,  he  desired 
to  see  that  state  of  things  reversed;  and  that  the 
specie  should  be  in  the  bands  of  the  (Government, 
while  the  banks  should  be  left  to  subsist  on  credit. 
If  there  was  to  be  a  dead  capital  on  which  there 
was  to  be  a  currency,  he  desired  to  see  that  in  the 
hands  ol  the  people,  through  their  Representatives. 
It  was  for  these  reasons  that  he  had  advocated  the 
exchequer  bill.    He  denied  that  the  decision  of  the 
House  against  the  exchequer  plan  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  a  decision  aga'nst  the  ex- 
chequer plan  of  the  select  committee,  as  contended 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.    It  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  say  upon  what  principles  and  what 
condusionv  the  House  voted;  but  he  most  say  that, 
upon  a  careful  analysis  of  that  vote,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  objections  which  applied  to  the  plan 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  apply  to 
the  one  of  the  select  committee.    Mr.  C.  here  went 
into  a  comparison  of  the  two  plans,  explaining  the 
difference  between  them. 

He  objected  to  the  form  of  currency  which  the 
gentleman  f^om  New  York  [Mr.  Bauvabd]  would 
thus  provide,  and  lor  reasons  (he  said)  which  he 
gave  in  a  speech  four  years  ago,  which  had  been 
quoted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  prove  bis  inconsistency.  He  next 
noticed  the  bill  affirmatively.  The  first  objection 
raised  was  one  of  power.  It  was  alleged  that  it 
placed  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive;  and 
he  proceeded  to  notice  it  in  relation  to  Government 
patiooagei  and  ikhninistrative  power.   }{e  aaid 


this  was  a  question  affecting  the  Government. 
The  Administration  would  remain,  though  the 
Government  might  be  unable  to  go  on;  audit 
wss  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government;  and  he  affirmed  that  thia 
bill  would  give  no  more  administrative  power  than 
the  sub'treasory,  and  much  less  than  a  United 
States  bank.  There  renuined,  then,,  nothing  but 
the  details  of  the  measure.  There  must  be  some* 
where  a  depository  for  the  public  money;  there 
must  be  some  legislation  on  this  subject;  and  thia 
scheme  presented  the  least  objectionable  modew 
The  committee  were  not,  however,  wedded  to  it  in 
its  precise  phraseology;  and  if  amendment  conld 
be  suggested,  they  would  not  object  ta  its  adop« 
tion. 

He  then  alluded  to  the  prospect  of  the  separate 
parties  in  the  next  presidential  election,  on  the  scf- 
eral  measures  of  a  United  States  bank,  a  sub- treas- 
ury, and  an  exchequer.  He  said  the  gentleman  to 
whom  one  party  looked  [he  was  understood  to  al- 
lude to  Mr.  Clay]  as  the  great  advocate  and  rep- 
resentative of  their  principles,  did  not  speak  of  a 
United  States  bank,  but  only  of  a  national  currency 
under  the  regulation  of  the  nation.  Well,  the  ex- 
cheqjQer  would  give  them  a  national  currency  un- 
der the  control  of  the  nation;  and  no  electoral  col- 
lege of  any  Slate  of  this  Union  would  find  its  in* 
terest  in  going  intq  the  contest.on  a  United  Statea 
bank  measure  as  a  rine  ^ua  non, 

Mr.  B0TT8  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  to  stop 
the  debate,  and  take  the  bill  out  of  the  power  of  the 
committee.  He  said  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
committee  were  discussing  a  proposition  which  could 
not  be  carried,  and  which  was  wholly  different 
from  the  bill  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  at- 
tached. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  to  the  gentlemen  to  in-^^ 
dude  in  his  motion  a  motion  to  report  the  bill  laid 
aside  this  morning;  to  which  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
BoTTs]  assented. 

Tellers  (Messrs.  Msdill  and  J.  Coona)  were 
appointed  to  take  the  vote  on  the  motion  to  rise» 
who  reported  ayes  75,  noes  50. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the' first  bill 
(770,)  and  also  their  progress  on  the  second  (thai 
for  the  re-issue  of  treasury  notes.) 

TJBRMINATION  OF  THE  DEaA.TB. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
offered  a  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  all  debate  on 
the  bill  for  the  re-i&sue  of  treasury  notes  shall  ter- 
minate at  3  o'clock  Ibis  day,  when  the  committee 
shall  vote  on  all  amendments  pending,  and  that 
may  be  offered.  He  also  moved  the  previous 
question  on  his  resolution. 

[It  was  now  half-past  9  o'clock.] 

Mr.  S.  MASON  expressed  a  strong  desire  ta 
speak,  as  he  had  not  made  a  speech  this  session. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  declined*  to  modify  or  with- 
draw his  resolution. 

Mr.  WISE  made  an  inquiry  on  a  point  of  order, 
which  was  answered  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  GIUMER  rose  to  ask  the  gentleman  firom 
New  York  to  modify  his  resolution,  and  make  the 
daily  hour  of  meeting  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  could  not  accept  of  the  modi* 
fication.  He  thought  it  would  be  impracticable  for 
the  House  to  meet  at  such  an  early  hour, 
*  Mr.  QILMER  gave  notice  that  he  should  take 
the  first  opportunity  of  offering  the  resolution  (for 
meeting  at  10  o'clock)  which  he  had  intimated. 

The  previous  qtiestion  was  sustained,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  and  they  were 
ordered. 

It  was  now  twenty  minutes  to  3  o'clock,  and  Mr* 
FILLMORE  rose  and  asked  leave  to  modify  his 
resolution,  so  as  to  fix  the  time  for  taking  the  bill 
out  of  committee  at  half-past  3,  instead  of  3  o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  could  not  be 
modified,  as  the  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  resulted— yeas  83,  nays 
80. 

So  the  House  adopted  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  an  amendmeiit:  rejected 
—ayes  d9|  no^  not  9oante4. 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  Hoase 
again  w«nt  into  committee,  (Mr.  Pickens  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  re-issne  of  treas- 
ury notes,  which  was  dnder  discussion  when  the 
committee  last  rose. 

Mr.  WISE  obuined  the  floor,  and  said  he  be- 
lieTed  he  had  three  minutes  lefL  [A  voice— "One 
and  a  half."] 

Mr.  T.  F.  FOSTER  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
to  leave  him' half  «  minute.    [Laughter] 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  should,  in  the  few  minutes 
left  him,  discuss  the  exchequer,  as  far  as  he  could. 
[A  member:  *<Only  a  quarter  of  an  inch."]  In 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  those  gentlemen  who  had 
expressed  a  wish  to  have  the  Government  sepa- 
rated, in  its  fiscal  operations,  from  local  banks,  he 
would  observe,  that,  so  far  from  the  exchequer 
having  a  tendency  to  encoarage  the  State  banks  in 
their  over-issues,  it  would  be  a  regulator  and  (some 
might  call  it)  a  scourge  of  the  local  banks.  It  al- 
lowed the  notes  of  the  local  banks  to  be  received 
where  they  were  payable,  in  specie,  on  demand;  bat 
it  did  not  permit  a  dollar  to  be  paid  out  in  notes. 
A  settlement  was  to  be  held  weekly,  if  not  oftener, 
with  the  banks,  which  were  to  be  called  upon  to 
pay  their  notes,  dollar  for  d611ar,  in  specie.  It  was 
well  known  what  a  scourge  the  United  States  Bank 
was  to  the  local  banks.  Yet  that  bank  pai<f  out 
their  notes,  althoagh  it  enforced  constant  settle- 
ment. 

He  would  conclude  the  last  word  he  was  allowed 
to  say  by  protesting  that,  after  all  the  promises 
mtde  by  the  head  of  the  dominant  party  in  that 
hall  that  an  opportnnity  should  be  afforded  to 
discuss  the  exchequer,  he  had  been  deprived  of  it 
[here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell  three  times]  by 
that  hammer.    [Laagbter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  CusBiifa> 
amendment,  resulting  in — ayes  M,  noes  89. 

No  quorum  voting,  another  count  was  then  taken, 
*  which  resulted  in  ayes  3T,  noes  §6. 

8o  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BAaMian^ 
amendment,  and  it  was  also  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ayes  34,  noes  105. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  without 
amendment;  and 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  having  moved 
the  previous  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill,  it  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered; 
and  then  tlie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  ^ving  been  read  the  third  time, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucl^  called  for  the  pre- 
vious question  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  bill,  nnder  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  was  passed-^ 
.jeas  111,  nays  51,  as  follows: 


AdaoM,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrewi,  Arnold, 
Aycrifg,  Baiter,  Barton,  Beeaon,  Bidlack,  Birdseye,  Blair, 
Boardman,  Borden,  Bowne,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronaon,  Jer* 
emiah  Brown,  John  Oampt>elJ.  Gary,  Casey,  Chapman, 
John  C.  Clark,  Btaley  N.  Clarke,  Coles,  Cowen,  Cranaion, 
Croaa,  Caahing,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawaon,  Debeny,  Doig, 
John  Edwarda,  Everett,  Ferria,  Peaaenden,  Fillniore,  John  G. 
Floyd,  Charlea  A.  Floyd,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Gordon, 
Granger,  Hall,  Halaied,  Haaunga,  Uaya.  Houck,  Howard, 
Hubard,  Hudaon,  Hunter,  Hunt,  J.  R.  logeraoll,  James  Ir- 
Tin,  Jack,  laaac  D.  Jonea,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Linn,*  Robert 
McClellan,  McKennin,  Bfallory,  Marchand,  Samaon  Maaon, 
Mattocka,  Maxwell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Oliver,  Oabome, 
Partridge,  Pearce,   Pendleton,  Plumer.   Pope,  PowelL  Ben* 

teInln  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgway.  William  Ruaaell,  Jan:e\ 
.  Ruaaelt,  flaltonstall.  Saunders,  Shepperd,  Slade,  Steenrod, 
Btokely,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  TiUinehaat,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Tumey,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Waahington,  Waiteraon, 
Weller,  Weathrook.  Edward  D.  White,  Thomaa  W.  Wil- 
Ihuna,  Joaeph  L.  Williama,  Winthrop,  Wiae,LWood,  Yorke, 
Auguatua  \oung,  and  John  Young— llL. 

KAYS— Mcasra.  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Arriogton,  Atherton, 
Babeock,  Botta.  Mtlton  Brown,  Charlea  Brown,  Burke, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas 
J.  Campbell,  Clifibrd,  Jamea  Coeper,  Cravena,  Daniel,  Oairett 
Davis,  Egbert,  Thoioaa.  F.  Foater,  Gogein,  Graham,  Green, 
Hopkms,  Houston,  Charles  J.  Ingeraoll.  Keim,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Littlafield,  McKay,  HcKeon,  Alfred  Maiahall,  Maihiot, 
Medill, Meriwether,  Miller,  BfiiichelL  Payne,  Pickens,  Ram* 
■ey,  Rayner,  Reding,  Revnolda,  Rogera,  Snyder,  Sprigg, 
JohnT.  Stuart,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tom  Ihiaon.  Van  Renaae- 
laer,  Joseph  L.   White^  and  Christopher  H.  WilUams-51. 

So  the  bUl  wa;  passed. 

Mr.  YORKB  moved  a  reconsideration  of  th^ 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
t»Me,  which  was  i^ected;  and  the  motion  of  the 


gentleman  from  New  Jersey  went  over  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  asked  4he  House  to  take 
up  the  bill  to  biing  into  the  treasury  the  moneys 
received  by  pnblic  officers  before  it  should  be  dis- 
bursed, and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  t^me,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  again  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining permission  to  present  the  petitions  which 
had  been  intrusted  to  him  for  that  purpose.  He 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  really  hoped  the  request 
would  be  granted,  (cries  of  <*No,  no,*>)  for  it  was 
time  they  should  know  what  it  was.  [Great  eon- 
fusion  ] 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  SLADE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered,  amidst  cries  of  "What  will  you 
gain  by  that?" 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken,  they  re- 
sulted as  follows — ^yeas  88,  nays  75. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  at  4  o'clock. 

IN  SENATE. 

TvttDiT,  February  31,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT 'pro  Um.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  State 
Department,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  14th  instant,  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the^  tTnited  States  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  any  commission  or  letter  of  in- 
struction to  Daniel  Webster,  esq.,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  treat  with  Lord  Ashbunon,  dbc.;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  to  the  Senate  resolu- 
tions of  the  Le/rislative  Council  of  Florida,  relating 
to  the  daim  of  Judge  Duval  on  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stater;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  6n 
the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT  pr0  lem.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  additional  information  of  the  operations  of 
the  bankrupt  law;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Millitary  Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass, 
the  bill  from  the  House  providing  for  the  settle- ' 
ment  of  the  claims  for  supplies  furnished  the  Flor- 
ida militia. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  joint  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,Jn  favor  of  the 
passage  of  a  law,  by  Congress,  allowing  the  rights 
of  pre-emption  to  those  settlers  on  the  land  grant- 
ed to  the  State  of  Indiana  to  complete  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal,  to  other  lands,  in  lieu  of  those  of 
which  they  have  been  deprived  by  such  grant;  also, 
joint  resolutions  in  favor  of  permanent  arrangements 
with  railroad  companies  for  transporting  the  mail, 
in  favor  of  restricting  the  franking  privilege,  and 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  rates  of  letter  postage  to 
the  federal  coin.  Ako,  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  oi  marine  hospitals  on  the  Missis- 
Mpptand  its  tributaries,  and  the  great  Northern  lakes, 
for  the  benefit  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen.  These 
resolutions  were  referred  to  appropriate  committee;; 
the  Utter  one  to  the  Conunittee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ef  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  in  reference  to  the 
burdens  placed  on  commerce  by  the  towns  on  the 
Western  rivers,  by  wharfage,  rates,  Ac.,  and  par- 
ticularly by  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  by  their  regulations  imposing  duties 
on  produce  landed  there,  and  asking  Congress  to 
assert  its  power  to  regulate  commerce  by  removing 
these  obstructions.  Read,  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  the  memorial 
which  he  presented  a  few  days  ago,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  establishing  a  marine  hospital  lit  or 
near  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BTANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whieh  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Phineas 
Bennett  and  Nahum  AndrewBi  praying  the  passage 


oi^law  to  permit  them  U>  WagiJi^^ 
goods  whioh  may  be  «*nd  by  them  from  in!?' 
reported  a  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  iZ^ 
dise  received  from  shipwrecks,  in  eertain  cM^t 
of  duty;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  toTSS 
reading.  ••«»« 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  on  the  ntmni^ 
ation  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiirs  tllr 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  fAu>^Z 
manner  of  the  disbursement  of  funds  for  the  u 

cfit  of  the  Indians,  was  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  MILIAR,  from  the  Commiuee  oa  tiie  Pm 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  lepoitM 
the  petition  of  Markham  Tdstoe,  late  postniaer  u 
Warsaw,  Missouri,  praying  the  refaadiitt  fU 
amount  of  a  certain  judgment  obtain^iiniM 
him  by  the  United  Stales;  which  was  ordered  to  kc 
printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  ai 
Pnblic  Lands,  reported  back,  with  sandrv  aood^ 
menis,  the  bill  from.tbc  House  entitled  "Aaietton. 
thorize  the  investigation  of  alleged  frauds  mdv 
the  pre-emption  laws,  and  for  other  parpoeeR^die 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  b^k, 
without  amendment, Senate  bill  entitled  ^A  biljo! 
planatory  of  Ihe  act  supplemental  to  tbe  act  iiut. 
ing  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  p:iblie 
lands,**  approved  June  93, 1838. 

Mr.  CHOATK,  from  the  Committee  on  Ktn! 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  ud 
with  |a  recommendation  that  it  do  pase,  the  bill  ftr 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  <m  Inditi 
Affairs,  to  whieh  had  been  referred  the  peiitiM  of 
Campbell  Scott,  praying  for  pay  tuider  a  eenu 
treaty;  and  the  petition  of  the  administrator  of  WS* 
liam  H.  Hunter,  praying  for  the  allowaaee  of  «• 
tain  charges  in  .the  adjustment  of  his  aoeouis; 
nuide  adverse  reports  to  the  prayers  of  the  petition 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed* 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Paukai, 
to  which  had  been  referred  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Maria  Fowler,  reported  the  same  back  vitbeai 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  thai  it  tie 
indefinitely  postponed;  its  passage  being  onaeeeat 
ry,  because  power  existed  in  the  department  to 
grant  the  relief  prayed  for.  The  bill  was  (hes  a- 
ken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  ioddt 
nitely  postponed* 

Mr.  P.,  from  the  same  committee,  made  u  id- 
verse  report  on  the  petition  of  Aaron  Pajne  for 
arrears  of  pension;  whidi  .was  ordered  to  bi 
printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Berolih 
tionary  Claims^  made  an  adverse  report  on  tbe|w> 
tition  of  Benjamin  Harrison;  which  was  ordered  lo 
be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  back, 
without  amendment.  House  bill  for  the  reUefof 
Henry  Hoffman,  with  an  advene  report;  vhieh 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  ComiuttaeoB 
Revolutionary  Claims  was  discharged  fron  the 
further  consideration  of  the  claim  of  hue  Hop* 
kins,  (there  being  no  evidence  to  sustain  tbedninO 
for  property  pressed  into  the  public  serriee  hit 
war. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ni* 
val  Afikirs,  reported  back,  with  an  affladoeoi, 
the  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  E.  9^  , 
man. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolatloi^  i 
which  were  read  and  adopted,  viz:  J 

Resolved,  That  the  fioeretary  of  War  te  lMlrufledtt»»^ 
municate  to  the  Senate,  the  copy  of  aor  contnct  or  cooaui 
entered  into  by  Rol)ert  FnUoa  with  the  OoTenuneat  o(  a 
United  States,  in  the  year  1814  or  1815,  for  the  f^niiAa^ 
ling  out  of  one  or  more  eieaoiboats  for  the  oat  of  m  boim 
ment;  the  amount  of  money  advanced  to  him  in  "'^"^"J 
aaid  contrart  or  contracts,  and  how  far  the  eiine  bare  bMorv 
filled  01  complied  wtth  on  thepaitof  the  laid  f^»^'^ 
■tatement  of  the  acounta  of  the  nid  Falun,  u  the  ameiPF" 
on  theboolcflof  the  department  ^j 

Raolved,  That  the  Bccretaiy  of  the  Tieawiy  benumjw 
to  include  in  hie  report,  to  be  made  at  the  praieot  leijiw" 
CongresB,  in  purauance  of  thereBolmioo  of  the  Sfoi^*^ 
on  the  30ih  July,  IQ^either  under  their  appropratt  M« 
by  way  of  appendii^b*  qoanthy  of  ike  public  taD*  to  «» 
the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished  oiiice  that  urns;  (M  <^ 
oral  amounts  agreed  to  be  paid  therefor,  and  the  cudm  im  m^  i 
nor  in  which  ntch  payments  aie  to  be  oiadei  re^wctiTeT'     ' 
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J^  90.     ^ 
Oa  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  it  was 

Btacitedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to 
inehide  the  permanent  mppreprtettone  }n  the  liat  of  ciurrent  ap< 
■WBriMtnoi  made  each  wwinB,  oMrdiraeiad  to  be  publiakad 

Bff.  KUIG  preceoted  the  credentials  of  Artevr 
p.  Embt^  vi)ko  bt9  been  elected  bj  the  Legislaive 
of  Atebamaa  Senator  of  the  United  States  from 
that  State  for  six  years,  from  and  after  the  Id  day 
pf  March  aexli  which  were  read,  and  ordared  to  be 
placed  on  the  fites  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  lIcDUFFIE,  the  previous  or- 
deraof  the  day  were  poBtponed,  and  the  bill  for  the 
xdief  of  Chaxles  J.  Jenkins  and  Wm.  W,  Mann, 
assignee  of  John  McKinne,  was  taken  np« 

Hie  bill  was  vnderstood  by  the  reporter  to  in- 
▼oItc  a  claim  growing  oot  of  a  eontraet  of  Mo- 
Kiwe  with  the  Uoitid  States  to  eolieet  for  the 
Ctorttnment  some  ||2,000,  the  oonsideraiion  for 
which  serTice  to  be  ona-fonrth  of  the  amount  col- 
lected. It  seems  that  the  contractor  collected  the 
amotint  by  a  note  payable  to  the  Ghnremmettf;  the 

Siyment  of  which  was  ecndiiioaally  gnarantied. 
at,  before  the  wote  arrived  at  matnrity,  the  drawer 
of  the  same  was  relieved,  by  act  of  Coogressj  from 
tile  payment  of  the  amount  due  the  United  State;, 
aikl  oavered  by  the  note. 

This  Mil  Was  debated  at  some  length.  Messrs. 
EVANS,  KING^  WOODBURY,  and  BUCHAN- 
AN apposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  (as  was  under* 
atbod)  that  the  contractor  agreed  to  iavolve  his 
daim  to  one  fourth  of  the  amount  collected,  in  the 
Mt''\of  cancelling  the  debt  by  the  Qovernment. 
^IWey  were  willing  to  pay  the  actual  expense  in- 
eoried  by  the  contractor  in  hi9  efforts  to  secure  the 
debtf  bttt  they  were  nnwillinff  to  pay  him  the  quar- 
ter of  die  debt,  for  the  reason  abovej  and  for  the 
fturthet  leasott.  that  the  debt  was  not  actually  col- 
Jested  as  contracted — the  Go?ernment  never  having 
mcesved  the  money. 

Messrs.  BBRRIBN,  McDUFFIE,  and  DAY- 
TON defended  the  bill.  They  maintained  that  the 
eorititeetor  tiever  agreed  to  involve  his  interest  in 
theelaim,  in  the  act  of  cancellation  by  the  United 
States;  and  that  though  the  Government  did  not 
actvally  receive  the  money,  the  money  was  collected. 
The  reason  that  the  Government  did  not  receive  it, 
was,  that  they  had  cancelled  the  debt.  They  main- 
tained that  the  Government  could  not,  by  its  own 
power,  on  anypriflcipleof  common  justice,  abeolve 
itself  i^om  the  obligation  of  its  own  contract. 

There  being  no  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate;  and  the  question 
being,  ShiUl  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
whieh  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  put, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  15,  nays 
SS.     So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  EYANS  now  moved  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sidcTation  of  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 
Mr.  WALKER  suggested  thebanbrvpt  bill. 
Mr.  LINN  sof^gested  the  propriety  of  proceeding 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  which  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  on  yesterday,  to  indemnify  Major 
Gkn.  Andrew  Jackson. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  inquired  what  would  be 
the  order  of  business  now. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  call  for  resolutions 
was  the  next  thing  in  order. 

Mr.  LINN  made  some  further  remarks  in  favor 
of  taking  up  the  bill  alluded  to  by  him;  which,  he 
conceived,  was  the  first  in  order. 

"Mr.  BAYARD  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  the  several  bills  touching  the  naval  service, 
^rhfeh  bad  been  made  the  special  order  for  Satnr- 
dax  l*^s^  btit  were  superseded  by  other  bills.  He 
h^ped  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
[Mr.  BvAirs]  would  consent  to  let  these  bills  be 
ta^en  op,  before  proceeding  to  the  navy  appropria- 
titm  bill. 

Bffr.  EYANS  could  not  yield  to  the  snggpstion. 


He  had  refrained  for  several  days  from  pressing 
this,  although  he  felt  the  necessity  of  having  action 
upon  it. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  also  suggested  the  propriety  of 
taking  up  the  Senate  bills  in  the  order  in  which 
they  stood  on  the  calendar,  in  preference  to  consid- 
ering the  bills  from  the  House,  whidi  could  be  soon 
disposed  of. 

The  question  was,  however,  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  BvAMs,  and  decided  in  die  negative- 
yeas  3),  nays  S3. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Walhr  yes- 
terday, as  follows,  was  taken  up  fbr  consideration, 

viz: 

Rt»ot99dt  That  the  Beoretary  oi  War  be  directed  to  comma, 
nicate  to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  eeauon  of  CongreeB.  a  plan  and 
eaUmaleafor  the  improrement  of  the  navigation  -of  tne  Ohio,  \tj 
the  conetnction  of  an  enlarasd  eteamboat  canal  on  the  Indiana 
aide  of  the  falla,  near  LookvlUe;  alio,  to  report  whateflect  would  , 
be  produced  on  the  navfgatfon  of  that  rivor  above  thefaH«,bv  the 
remoral  of  the  ledge  of  roetaiat  that  point;  alio,  what  wonld  be 
the  ezpenee  of  enlarging  the  present  canal,  ao  as  to  admit  the 
largest  clan  of  boats:  and  what  arrangements,  if  any,  can  Ite 
made  for  rendering  tne  said  canal  VnXk  free,  or  subject  to  such 
toll  only  as  may  be  necessary  to  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

Messrs.  TAPPAN,  WALKER,  MOREHBAD, 
EYANS,  SEVIER,  and  SMITH  of  Connecticut, 
discussed  the  above  resolution  at  some  length. 
The  points  involved  in  the  discussion  were  as  to 
the  best  mode  of  improving  the  Ohio  river  at  the 
falls,  and  the  necessity  of  making  some  improve- 
ment to  aiford  facilities  to  commerce,  and  to  relieve 
it  from  the  onerous  tax  imposed  on  it  by  the  tolls 
collected  by  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal 
Company. 

The  debate  was,  however,  terminated  on  the 
presentation  of  the  following,  by  Mr.  TAPPAN, 
as  a  substitute;  which  was  aecepted  by  the  mover 
of  the  resolution: 

aeso/vsd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  ascer 
tain  and  report  to  the  next  Congress  what  is  the  best  mode  of 
impiDTing  Ike  naTigation  of  the  Ohio  riTer  at  the  falls  near 
LouisriUe,  and  the  probable  expense  of  such  improvemenC 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  as  amended. 

GENERAL  JACESONnS  FINE. 

Mr.  LiRM'B  bill  to  indemnify  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson  for  damage  sustained  in  the  dis^ 
charge  of  bis  official  duty,  came  up  as  an  engross- 
ed bill,  and  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  then  being,  **Shall  the  bill  pasSi" 

Mr.  DAYTON  addressed  the  Senate  for  about 
half  an  hour  in  opposition.  There  were  principles 
involved  in  the  bill  which  he  considered  of  such 
consequence  as  to  induce  him  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  them  before  they  voted  for  its 
passage.  It  had  been  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  bill 
that  there  was  no  other  principle  involved  in  it  than 
that  which  had  been  acted  on  repeatedly  in  regard 
to  other  officers  of  the  Government.  He  had 
looked  into  this  matter,  and  found  that  such  was 
not  the  fact.  In  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  the 
title,  he  found  that  the  bills  passed  by  Congress  to 
restore  fines  to  other  officers,  inflicted  on  them  for 
violations  of  law  in  the  performance  of  their  du- 
ties, were  all  entitled  acts  for  the  relief  of  those 
individuals.  In  the  next  place,  there  was  nothing 
in  the  bodies  of  those  acts  in  the  slightest  degree 
tending  to  cast  imputation,  directly  or  indirectly,  on 
the  tribunals  which  had  inflicted  those  fines.  In 
these  two  respects,  he  argued  at  some  length,  that 
this  bill  difiered  altogether  from  the  principle  of  the 
bills  claimed  as  analogous  cases. 

Afler  Mr.  D.  had  delivered  his  views  in  support 
of  this  position, 

Mr.  BERRIEN  rose,  and  referred  to  the  opin- 
ion9  expressed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendments  which  it  had  recommend- 
ed. As  that  report  contained  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, hi  should  now  merely  state  that  those  amend- 
ments having  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  bill.  So  far  from  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  adopted  ye^* 
terday,  making  the  oiiginal  bill  more  acceptable  to 
blm,  it  had  the  opposite  efiTect;  for  he  now  consid- 
ered it  more  exceptionable  than  ever.    It  was  a 


decision  ofvCongress  that  the  fin^ 'was  inflicted  for 
an  tOieged  contempt  of  coan.«^eavinf  diat  doubtful 
about  which  no  doubt  whateverbeftne  existed* 

Mr.  CONRAD,  in  reference  to  liia  remarks  of 
yesterday,  said  he  would  now  merely  repeat  what 
be  then  said—that,  so  far  from  having  changed  the 
opinions  which  he  expressed  last  session,  when  the 
subject  was  before  the  Senate,  he  bad,  upon  more 
carelnl  examination  and  mature  eonsideradon» 
been  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  correctness 
of  the  views  he  had  taken  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  C,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  he 
was  perfectly  tired  and  disgusted  with  the  eternal 
subserviency  and  sycophancy  displayed  by  the 
worshippers  of  this  political  idol.  He  alluded  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  scdiject  had  been  agitated 
throegh  the  country,  and  in  die  LegishttuKS  of  the 
States.  •    ->'• 

Mr.  LINN  said  thn  Sfuatot  from  Louisiana  had 
used  an  expression  whieb  required  some  explana- 
tion. He  had  introdueed  this  bill  with  the  motives 
which  he  had  always  exprea^  co  the 'Senate. 

Mr.  CONRAD  was  not  awars  that  he  had  said 
anything  from  which  the  Senator  fkom-  fdi^sottti 
could  possibly  infer  that  he  in|tq4Bdi  to  impute  to 
him  otner  mptives  than  diose  which  he  had 
avowed. 

Mr,  LINN  said  the  expression  to  which  he  al« 
luded  was  this:  "Was  this  eteri^al  sycophancy  to 
General  Jackson  never  to  ceasel'*  Did  the  Sena- 
tor mean  to  apply  the  epithet  Msycophaney*'  to  hts 
(Mr.  L.^)  eonduct,  or,  that  of  any  oMier  gentleman 
who  had  advocated  the  billl  li^  the  Senior  meant 
to  impute  to  him  a  syoophantic  dispositbn,  in  ma- 
king an  ofiTering  to  Gencnd  Jacl^soii^  it  was  a  very 
ofifensive 

Mr.  CONRAD  said  he  was  really  very  sony 
that  the  gentleman  should  have  coneeivetl  that  he 
intended,  by  any  portion  of  his  remarks,  to  cast  a 
refiection  upon  any  gentleman,  aiKi  partionlariy 
upon  that  honorable  Senator,  fprif  there  was  a 
man  in  that  body  to  whom  he  was  bound  to  im- 
pute entire  sincerity  and  singleness  DsTimavti  it  was 
that  gentleman.  He  was  aware  thf  t  with  that 
gentleman  it  was  a  matter  of  personal  fteling  of 
regard;  and  he  was  not  at  all  surpi;ised  that  that 
gentleman  should  view  the  question  in  a  dififer- 
ent  aspect  from  that  in  which  he  viewed  it  And 
he  assured  him  the  remark  he  had  made  wae  not 
intended  to  reflect  upon  him,  or  upon  any  member 
of  that  body.  '>.' 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays; 
and  the  bill  was  passed—yeas  28,  nayaHOt  u  fol- 
lows: . 


STEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bafty,  Btnton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Cuihbert,  Fulion,  Gnhanw  Benderson,  Kin&  Xiou,  HoDnflie, 
McRoberts,  Man^um,  Riras,  BeTler,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Stunpeon,  TVUtmadge,  Tappan, 
Waiker,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Woodbonr,  Wxigkt,  and  Toung 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  ETans, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  Mortfiend,  Phftlps^  While, 
and  Woodbridge— 20. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  now  moved  to  change  the  title 
to  that  of  **A  bill  for  the  indemnity  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson.*' 

This  motion  was  soncurred  in  without  a  divia* 
ion. 

Mr.  YOUNG  now  moved  to  pos^one  all  pre- 
vious orders,  and  proceed  to  the  coiguiideration  of 
the  bankrupt  bill. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. It  was  most  important  that  the  navy  appro- 
priation bill  ahould  be  passed  without  t^y*  It 
would  not  take  more  than  an  hoar  to- dispose 
of  it. 

Mr.  KING  was  under  an  impression  that  U^e 
bankrupt  bill  was  the  special  order>  entitled  to 
preference. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  he  had  only  givmi 
notice  that  he  would,  on  Monday,  (festerday^) 
move  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that  snh- 
ject.    It  had  not  been  made  the  special  order^    ^ 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that,  at  aU  evfnt%  there 
was  piore  propria**  'a^  prooeeding  with  IteA^ee- 


dal 
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I. on  nowytban  with  an  appropriation  bill,  which 
might  stand  over  seteral  days,  if  necessary,  with- 
out being  affected  by  the  delay;  wherets  every 
hoiir%  delay  to  the  subject  of  the  bankrupt  law 
Tendered  it  more  doabU'ul  whether  there  would  be 
time  in  both  Houses  to  consider  aU  the  proposed 
amendments  of  the  Commitfee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  the  bill  would  be  taken 
up,  and  acted  upon  forthwith;  for  if  there  was  any 
one  bill  in  which  the  commiinity  was  interested 
more  than  another,  it  was  this.  There  ought,  if 
possible,  to  be  a  decision  at  this  session;  it  had 
been  already  too  long  delayed. 

Mr.  BBRBIEN  hoped  he  would  ^ot  be  misun- 
derstood as  evmcing  any  indisposition  to  proceed 
with  the  bankrupt  bill.  He  was  ready,  at  any 
time  it  was  agreeable  to  the  Senate,  to  state  the 
yiews  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  He  thought, 
however,  there  would  be  lee  interruption  if  an 
hour  or  two  were  given  to  the  navy  appropriation 
bill,  so  as  to  leave  the  Senate  free  to  continue  with 
the  bankrupt  question  ttll  disposed  of. 

Mr.  MERRICK  was  at  anxious  as  any  gentle- 
man in  the  JSkmate  to  dispof^e  of  the  bankrupt  bill 
as  speedily  as  possible;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that 
some  courtesy  was  due  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  who  had  stated  that  the  navy 
appropriation  biU  would  not  occupy  more  time 
than  an  hour. 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  both  Houses  of 
the  Legislature  of  his  State  bad,  in  1840,  requested 
their  Representatives,  and  instructed  their  Senators 
in  Congress,  to  vote  for  a  bankrupt  law;  in  com- 
pliance with  which  he  hid  voted  for  the  law  of  last 
session.  By  a  subsequent  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  instructions  had  been  reversed,  requiring 
the  delegation  of  the  State  in  Congress  to  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  the  law  of  last  session,  or  a  modifica- 
tion protecting  the  rights  ofcreditor^,  and  including 
in  the  operation  of  the  law  banking  incorporations. 
He  now  gave  notice  that,  when  the  subject  should 
be  taken  up,  as  soon  as  the  amendments  of  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  should  be  disposed  of,  if  the  re- 
peal bill  was  not  adopted,  be  sbeuld  move  to  make 
the  amendments  called  for  by  his  Legislature. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  if  the  motion  pending  was 
debatable. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  say  that  a  mo* 
tion  to  postpone  was  debatable. 

Mr.  SEvIER  said  he  owed  it  to  the  Senator 
Arom  Maine,  much  as  he  desired  the  bankrnpt  bill 
to  be  taken  up,  to  vote  for  his  motion. 

Mr.  YOUNG  proposed  a  compromise— to  take 
np  the  bankrupt  bill,  and  pass  it  over  informally 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he,  for  one,  was  opposed 
to  any  compromise  en  the  subject. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  was  construned  to  insist 
on  proceeding  with  the  navy  appropriation  bill. 

"nie  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  Mr.  Yoime's  motion,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tiye — yeas  93,  nays  94. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders,  and  take  up  the  navy  appropriation 
bill;  which  was  concurred  in. 

THE  NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
Was  accordingly  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  the  amendments  recommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  were  read. 

The  first  amendment,  being  merely  verbal,  was 
adopted. 

The  second  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from- 
the  appropriation  of  |300,000  for  clothing  for  the 
navy,  the  prcitUo,  "that  the  duties  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  be  hereafter 
discharged  by  a  captain  of  the  navy,  who  shall 
receive  the  same  compensation  that  is  allowed  to 
the  chief  of  the  bureau  of  dock  yards.^* 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  captains  of  the  navy  were  not 
the  sort  of  persons  required  to  perform  the  duties 
of^Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing. 
It  was  a  person  rather  of  mercantile  habits,  ac- 
quainted with  business  and  accounts. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  ooncurred;  and  said,  if  it 
needs  must  be  an  appointment  to  be  made  from  the 
oAeers  of  the  navy,  it  should  be  rather  from  the 
puneit  than  the  captains. 
The  Mueadment  was  adopted. 


The  third  amendment  was  in  the  appropriation 
for  surgeons'  necessaries  and  appliances  for  the 
sick  and  hurt  of  the  naval  service,  including  the 
marine  corps,  to  strike  out  the  proviso:  "That 
hereafter  no  person  shall  hold  the  place  of  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  who  shall  not 
have  had  five  years  of  sea  service.'* 

Mr.  MERRICK  hoped  this  amendment  would 

not  prevail.  ^ 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  that  the  committee  had 
had  the  subject  imder  consideration  for  a  long  time, 
and,  from  the  mass  of  evidence  before  it,  felt  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  proviso  was  inexpedient, 
aiid  that  iu  effect  would  be  to  deprive  the  public 
service  of  the  moist  valuable  ofilcer  now  at  the 
head  of  the  bureau,  who  had  done  more,  since  his 
appointment,  to  correct  abuses  and  check  expendi- 
tures than  had  ever  been  done  in  the  same  length 
of  time. 

Mr.  MERRICK  thought  the  principle  a  good 
one,  of  requiring  the  bead  of  the  bureau  to  have 
had  five  years'  experience  at  sea.  On  this  ground 
he  opposed  the  amendment  at  great  length. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  ever  since  he  had  been 
a  member  of  that  body,  in  all  situations,  and  under 
all  circumstances,  be  had  been  opposed  to  legis- 
lating mta  out  of  office,  and  partiqularly  in  cases 
where  the  men  were  entirely  competent  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  offices.    However  much 
the    Senator   from    Maryland   [Mr.   Muuuck] 
might  disavow  any  such  intention  in  this  case,  he 
(Mr.  B.)  would  undertake  to  say  that,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  if  this  proviso  should 
not  be  stricken  out,  the  inference  throughout  the 
country  would  be  irresistible.    What  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  case?    A  constitaent  of  his,  (Mr.  B.'b) 
a  physician  of  very  high  character  in  bis  profes- 
sion, a  man  of  most  extensive  learning,  without 
the  slightest  solicitation  on  his  part,  was  brought 
here  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  medical  bureau. 
He  never  sought  the   office;  the  holding  of  it, 
in   fact,   was    an    injury    to    his    private    in- 
terests; and  his  determination  was  not  to  con- 
tinue to  hold  it  a  single   day  beyond   the  time 
when  he   should  be  enabled  Co  complete  the  re- 
forms which  he  had  commenced.    It  was,  as  he 
said,  at  an  inconvenience  lo  himself,  and  from  pa- 
triotic motives  alone,  that  that  gentleman  continued 
to  fill  that  office.  And  now  it  appeared  it  had  been 
suddenly  discovered  that  this  gentleman  bad  not  been 
at  sea  for  five  years,  and  consequently ,  acccrdiog 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  was 
not  acquainted  with  all  the  diseases,  epidemic  and 
endemic,  to  which  seamen  were  liable.    This  was 
the  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator.  But  the  gen- 
tleman it  appeared  had  been  at  sea  for  upwards  of 
three  years,  and  bad  left  that  service  only  because 
the  Government   desired  his  services  in  another 
department. 

He  would  forbear  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
question;  he  had  no  doubt  the  distinguished  officer 
who  had  made  charges  against  this  gentleman 
believed  every  word  he  had  stated;  but,  from 
his  position,  be  could  not  possibly  be  acquainted 
with  the  facts.  The  gentleman  in  question  bad 
devoted  himself  to  the  remedying  of  abuses  in  the 
medical  department;  and,  in  these  days  of  reforoi, 
if  he  was  to  be  legislated  out  of  office,  it  could  only 
be  because  be  had  exposed  those  abuses. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
the  parties,  even  by  reputation;  but  he  was  deci- 
dedly averse  to  the  system  of  displacing  individuals 
from  office  by  legislation.  It  was  a  system  which 
was  very  likely  to  give  rise  to  injustice;  and  if  there 
were  no  other  consideration,  this  would  be  suffi- 
•cient  to  induce  him  to  vote  against  such  a  proviso 
as  Uiat.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  gentleman  who 
was  the  subject  of  this  proviso;  but  he  could  easily 
imagine  that,  if  he  was  indeed  a  reformer  of 
abuses,  as  had  been  represented,  he  would  have 
many  enemies.  There  was  no  branch  of  the  ser^ 
vice  which  was  more  liable  to  abuses  than  the  med- 
ical  department.  Upon  this  subject  he  spoke  with 
the  light  of  experience,  for  the  expenses  of  that  de- 

Eartmenr,  when  he  went  into  the  War  Department, 
e  found  to  be  as  high  as  |100,000.  And  yet  it 
was  getting  along  with  great  difficulty.  The  expenses 
were  five  times  greater  than  they  ought  to  be;  and 
when  they  came  afterwards  to  be  reduced  to  |25,000| 


it  was  found  that  they  couMl  still  be  supplied  nvk 
all  the  comforts  belonging  to  the  medical  depuu 
ment. 

He  would  not  consent  to  give  bis  vole  in  iidig 
way  as  to  favor  the  syslsm  of  displacing  iadividQ. 
als  from  office  by  legislation. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  concurred  with  the  8enit«t 
from  South  Carolina  that  this  sort  of  legislation 
would  operate  unjustly,  capriciously,  and  injui. 
ouily,  and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  eoatfr 
nanced. 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  contiastd  bv 
Messrs.    BAYARD,    MERRICK,  STURQHOR 

CALHOUN,  W00DBURY,BVAN8,tiidCDTHl 
BERT. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted^yeH  37, 
nays  7. 

The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  ost  iron 
the  sources  of  general  expeuses  to  be  piid,  ibe 
words  "for  taxes  and  assessments  on  poblie  prop. 
erty;**  which  was  adopted. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  kfiig 
been  gone  throagh, 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  an  amendment  limitiagdn 
payment  of  arrearages  due  in  the  medical  depuii 
ment  to  |50»000;  which  was  adopted. 

He  next  moved  to  insert  anapproprittimaf 
|6,000  for  carrying  into  effect  the  joint  twAa&n 
of  Congress,  anthorizing  theestablishmeDtoftvo 
agencies  for  the  purchase  of  water-rotted  bempia 
Kentucky  and  Missouri. 

This  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  WOOD- 
BURY, EVANS,  CRITTENDEN,  KINQ, 
MOREHEAD,  WALKER,  BAYARD,  and  GAIr 
HOUN. 

Finally  the  proposed  appropriation  was  limited 
to  |4,000;  and  the  amendment,  modi|ied  lo  lUt 
sum,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  next  moved  a  verbal  amefidaent, 
as  to  machinery  necessary  lor  the  navy-yards;  wliich 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  WIl«LIAMS,  from,  the  ComiaitlM  « 
Naval  Affairs,  moved  an  amendment  aothorimc 
the  application  of  the  |100,(M)0  apjpropriated  iitiie 
navy  appropriation  bill  of  last  session  for  iheeoi* 
struction  of  a  floating  or  dry  dock;  oa  wbieb  e» 
siderable  debate  arose. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  moved  asan  ameDdocBtlo 
the  amendment,  an  appropriation  of  |lOO,000 /or 
the  construction  of  a  dock  at  the  navy-yird  U 
Pensacola. 

Pending  the  question  on  these  amendDeBis, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  RBPKESENTATIVE8. 

TuBSDAT,  February  91, 1643. 

Mr.  PAYNE  asked  leave  to  report  a  ftute 

bilL^ 

Mr.  BRIGGS  objected. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  called  for  tks  orden 
of  the  day. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  WELLER  asked  leave  to  oifer  the  foJlov 

ing  resolution: 

Aeto/ved,  That  the  Comraf  ttee  of  the  Whoio  ob  i|»*»«  «[ 
the  Union  he  diechuged  from  the  forther  comidflntm  «  «u 
No.  296|  being  "An  act  lo  extend  the peBdon  Itwt  lodij  lolfleo 
engaged  In  the  Indian  mn  of  the  Weat,  down  to  the  tMty 
made  at  GreenriUe,  in  1796." 

Objection  was  made  by  Mr.  MBRIWRTHRR. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  to  suspend  the  rolc^vt 
the  motion,  requiring  two  thirds,  wts  not  earned. 

Mr.  ADAMS  wished  to  preseit  t  peunoit 
(Abolition,)  and  appealed  to  the  gesilemtt  nwa 
Mississippi  [Mr.  Jacob  Thomfboii]  to  yield  thefioor. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  refoced  m 
gentlemen,  and  could  not  now  yield  the  fioor  wifr 
our  incurring  the  danger  of  losiug  his  right  to  it 
THE  STATE  DEBTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  cossidentioa  of  tbe 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  PeDnsyln* 
nia,  [Mr.  J.  R.  Ikobbsoll,]  to  prim  10,000  am 
copies  of  the  reports  of  the  msjoriij  titd  mmoriij 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ag«» 
the  propoeiUon  to  issue  f200,000,000  Govenniot 
stock  to  be  distributed  to  the  States.  . 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  «««?'«.  °* 
morning  hour  on  this  subject,  and  piMopauy  a 
defence  of  the  course  pomed  by  his  owi  »tie, 
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NEW  BANK  PROJET. 

Mr.  POPE  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  be 
Bboold  ask  leave  lo  imroduce  a  bill  to  be  emitkd 
An  act  to  aid  National  and  State  credit,  and  to  re- 
form and  regulate  carrency  and  facilitate  exchanges, 
ihroogb  the  agency  of  a  bank,  based  upon  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands. 

LOUISIANA  LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  moved  a  reeonsideradon  of 
the  vote  of  the  House,  by  which  it  laid  on  the  table 
his  iCMlotioB,  a  few  days  since,  to  discharge  the 
Oonmitiee  of  the  Whole  from  the  Lonisiana  land 
dttm  bill;  and  on  this  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  appealed  to  the  gei^tleman 
not  to  move  the  previous  question;  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman  from  New  York  refused  to  withdraw  it,  he 
ealled  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered, 
and  resulted  thus— yeas  104,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  reconsidered,  and  theft  negatived 
tiie  motion  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  EVERETT  raised  a  question  of  order,  and 
contended  that  the  bill  involved  a  charge  opon  the 
treasury. 

After  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  W.  COST 
JOHNSON,  C.  JOHNSON,  BRIGQS,  MOORE, 
and  the  SPEAKER  participated,  it  was  decided 
that  the  hill  did  involve  a  charge  upon  the  treasury, 
and,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  required  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
»Wbole  from  its  consideration. 

Here  the  subject  dropped. 

MEETING  AT  TEN  O'CLOCK. 

Mr.  QILMER  asked  leave  to  offer  the  foUowitg 

rosolntion: 

Ruolvtdy  That  from  and  aftar  to^aT,  the  daily  hoar  of  the 
■Mating  of  tha  Hooae  ahaU  be  10  o'clock . 

Mr.  MALLORY  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
in  order  to  get  in  the  resolution. 

The  motion  was  voted  down  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Winthsof  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  F.  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the  navy  pen- 
sion bill  taken  up;  but  yielded  the  floor  for  the 
present. 

ELECTRO  AND  ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland,  the 
committee  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize  a  series  of 
experiments  to  be  made,  in  order  to  test  thg  meri  s 
of  Morse's  electro  magnetic  telegraph.  The  bill 
appropriates  fSO.OOO,  to  be  expended  under  the 
diieetion  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  K.,  the  words  "P^ostmaster 
Gkneral"  were  stricken  out,  and  "Secretary  of 
the  Treasury*'  inserted. 

Afr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  wished  to  have  a  word 
to  say  upon  this  bill.  As  the  present  Congress  bad 
done  much^to  encourage  science,  he  did  not  wish 
to  see  the  science  of  Mesmerism  neglected  and 
OTerlooked.  He  therefore  proposed  'that  one-half 
of  the  appropriation  be  given  to  Mr.  Flsk,  to  en- 
able him  to  carry  on  experiments,  as  well  as  Pro- 
fessor Morse. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  thought  that  Millerism  should 
also  be  included  in  the  benefits  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  STANLY  said  he  should  have  no  objection 
lo  the  appropriation  for  Mesmeric  experiments 

Jroyided  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Cave 
OBMSoif]  was  the  subject.    [A  laogb.] 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  he  should  have  no 
objection,    provided  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Stamlt]  was  the  operator.    [Great 
langhler.] 

Several  gentlemen  called  fcr  the  reading  of  the 
aniendment;  and  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  fol- 
io srst 

Frovidedy  TtM  009  half  of  ihe  said  aQin  0han  be  approprl* 
atad  for  trying  Mesmeric  experiments,  under  the  direction  ofthe 
Secreutry  of  the  Tnumj, 

Mr.  S.  MASON  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

He  nuuntaincd  that  the  amendment  was  not  bona 

/ide^  and  that  soeh  amendments  were  oaloalated  to 


injure  the  chsracier  of  the  Honse.  He  appealed 
to  (he  Chair  to  rule  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  it  was  not  for  him  to 
jadge  of  the  motives  of  members  in  offering 
amendments;  and  be  conid  not,  therefore,  under- 
take to  pronounce  the  amendment  ^ot  bma  Jidt. 
Objections  might  be  raised  to  it  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  sufficiently  analogous  in  .character  to 
the  bill  under  consideration;  but,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Chair,  it  would  require  a  scientific  analysis  to 
determine  how  far  the  magnetism  of  Mesmerism 
was  analogous  to  that  to  be  employed  in  telegraphs. 
[Laughter.]  He  therefore  ruled  the  amendment  in 
order. 

On  taking  the  vote,  the  amendment  was  rejected 
•-Miyes  93,  noes  not  counted. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  CHINA. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  bill  f 20,  for  the  establishment  of  future  com- 
mercial iatercourse  with  China. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to— ayes  83,  nees  53— 
and  the  bill  taken  up,  and  read,  as  follows: 

A  BtLL  providing  the  roeane  of  fatare  intercoarBe  between 
the  United  Staiee  and  the  Goyemment  of  China. 

Be  it  enacted  6y  the  Senate  and  Bouee  of  Repreeentativee 
of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Oongreee  aeeembledf 
That  tlie  aum  of  forty  thouaand  doilara  be,  and  the  same  ia 
hereby,  appropriated  and  placed  at  the  diepoeal  of  the  Preai* 
dent  01  the  Uoited  Statea,  to  enable  him  to  eatablftBh  the  future 
commercial  relatione  between  the  Ignited  Btatea  and  the  Chi* 
neae  empire  on  terms  of  national  equal  reciprocity;  the  aaid 
■am  to  be  accoanted  for  by  the  Preaident,  under  the  reatrictiona 
and  in  the  manner  presentied  by  the  act  of  firat  of  Jujy,  one 
thouaand  aeren  hundred  and  ninety,  entitled  '*An  actprofiding 
the  meana  of  iotercourae  between  the  United  Staiee  and  for- 
eign nationa.'* 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stri« 
king  out  the  words  ''under  the  restrictions  and." 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  opposed  the  amendment. 
If  he  understood  its  effect,  it  would  be  to  leave  the 
mission  without  any  restriction.  The  bill,  as  it 
came  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
placed  this  miseion  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
missions.  The  Secretary  of  State,  however,  wished 
the  whole  sum  placed  at  his  own  disposal  and  con- 
trol-swished it  left  to  him  to  pay  as  much  as  he 
pleased.  He  (Mr.  M.)  did  not  consider  this  mis- 
sion  to  China  as  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
as  had  been  claimed  for  it.  He  thought  it  would 
be  difficult  to  persuade  the  people  of  that  country 
to  change  their  polity,  give  up  their  aversion  to 
foreigners,  and  enter  into  commercial  intercourse 
with  other  nations.  He  wished,  at  any  rate,  to 
have  this  mission  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
other  missions.  He  knew  not  how  the  whole  of 
this  sum  of  140,000  was  te  be  expended,  although 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  Our  miniaterB  generally  received  |9,000 
a  year  salary,  and  {9,000  outiit.  Now,  if  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adams]  should  be  adopted,  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  pay  the 
minister  who  might  be  sent  to  China  |80,000 
outfit,  and  |90»000  more  salary.  The  minister 
would  be  subject  to  no  expenie,  would  go  out  in 
a  national  vessel,  and  would  not  be  compelled  to 
land  until  it  suited  his  pleasure.  Why  make  a 
difference  in  the  case  of  China?  Was  that  mis- 
sion of  greattor  importance  than  the  French?  Look 
at  Turkey — a  semi-barbarous  eonnttj — where  our 
minister  received  |6,000  a  year.  He  thought 
if  |6,000  was  enough  ifor  the  services  of  Commo- 
dore Porter  at  Constantinople,  that  sum  would  be 
sufficient  for  any  minister  that  might  be  sent 
out  to  China.  When  the  amendment  now  before 
the  committee  should  have  been  disposed  of,  he 
should  move  to  plscc  the  mission  to  China  upon, 
the  same  footing  with  that  to  Turkey. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  committee,  during  his  hour,  upon 
the  state  of  the  Whig  party  and  its  relations  to  the 
present  Administration,  which  be  condemned  gene- 
rally. 

Mr.  BIDLACK  rose,  and  inquired  of  the 
Chairman  what  the  question  before  the  cemmittee 
was;  for  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  from  the 
speech  of  the  gendeman  from  New  York.  He 
made  this  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  the 
majority  that  the  gentleman  was  debating  the  same 
Question  which  his  colleague  [Mr.  Barmard]  had, 
the  other  day,  considered  out  of  order.    He  (Mr. 


BiDLAC)t)bad  no  doubt  what  the  decision  xi*on*rI 
be;  but  his  object  was  gained,  by  showing  h  ^ 
"circumstances  altered  cases,'*  and  how  what  vns 
out  of  order  when  it  was  unpteai^ant  to  certain 
gentlemen,  was  perfectly  in  order  when  it  pleaded 
them,  and  made  in  their  favor.  This  kind  of  re- 
mark  would  call  for  reply;  and,  at  this  late  day  in 
the  session,  no  good  con  Id  grow  out  of  it. 
'  Mi;.  J.  C.  CLARK  said  he  hoped  the  Chairman 
would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Penn^iylvanis;  for 
he  never  could  find  it  out,  unless  he  was  informed. 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  custom  had  been  to  allow  great 
latitude  in  debate;  and  he  therefore  decided  that^ 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  House,  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  were  in  order. 

Mr.  J.  u.  CLARK  then  resumed,  and  continued 
at  great  length;  interrupted  occasionally  by  gentle- 
men for  explanation,  and  by  a  message  from  the 
Senate,  transmitting  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Major 
Genera]  Andrew  Jackson. 

He  took  within  the  range  of  bis  remarks  many 
prominent  poliitcians,  on  whose  course  he  was 
animadverting  when  the  Chairman  announced 
that  bis  hour  had  expired,  tie  said,  however,  that 
he  had  much  more  to  say,  which  he  sboald  add  to 
his  remarks  when  be  wrote  out  his  speech. 

Mr.  GORDON  addressed  the  Chair.  He  com- 
menced by  remarking  that  be  did  not  rise  m  the 
apologist  and  defender  of  this  Administration;  for 
be  had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing  it  into  power  in 
1840.  His  colleague  [Mr.  J.  C.  Clabk]  said  he 
was  sorry  that  it  was  invested  with  power.  He  (Mr. 
G.)  did  not  doubt,  even  in  1840,  that  his  eolieague, 
incase  of  the  success  of  the  exertions  then  made, 
would  be  sorry.  And  whj?  Because  he  foresaw  that 
the  Whig  party  would  fall  to  pieces  by  its  own 
want  of  any  cohesive  principle,  and  that  Ionising 
after  office  and  the  spoils  which  could  not  bf  satia- 
ted. The  gentleman  [Mr.  J.  C.  Clark]  had  well 
described  the  party  to  which  be  belonged;  and, 
unless  he  had  been  familiar  with  the  materials  of 
which  it  was  composed,  could  not  have  nred  the 
figures  he  did.  What  were  they?  The  cheese 'parings, 
the  candle-ends,  the  rag-t^-and-bob-tail  of  all  tha 
factions  and  parties  that  haa  ever  existed.  Such  was 
tha  assemblage  at  Harrisburg;  and  so  sensible  were 
they  themselves  of  it,  that  they  did  not  even  dare 
to  talk  to  each  other  about  any  common  princi-^ 
pla.  They  therefore  suspended  the  consideration 
of  all  such  subjects,  put  Uie  gag  in  the  month  of 
their  own  candidate,  and  surrounded  him  with  a 
committee  to  speak  for  him,  lest  any  one  of  the 
candle-ends  should  be  disturbed !  They  held  no 
one  principle  in  common  with  each  other.  Indeed, 
the  convention  at  Harrisburg  was  a  fit  represent- 
ation of  the  narty  to  which  the  gentleman  be- 
longed, and  under  whose  banners  he  fought  in  the 
contest  of  1840.  His  colfeagQc  once  belonged  to 
the  Democratic  party,  long  prior  to  1837;  but  the 
evil  spirit,  called  ambition,  whispered  in  his  ear, 
and  he  performed  what  is  termed  a    somerset, 

[Here  the  Chair  called  to  order.} 

He  was  not  impugning  the  motives  of  his  col 
league  by  any  means.  No;  he  was  only  stating 
facts,  [laughter,]  and  he  believed  that,  according 
to  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  money  bills  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  opened  the  door  for  all  sorts  of 
debate.  [Laughter.]  His  colleague  left  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  There  was  no  doubt  of  that.  It 
was  for  his  colleague  to  explain  the  motives  he 
had  in  so  doing,  when  he  became  the  candidate  of 
an  irregular  party. 

If  r.  J.  C.  CLARK  wished  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  GORDON  declined  yielding  the  floor.  He 
wished  it  to  be  understood  that,  when  he  was  ad- 
dressing the  Chair,  he  desired  to  occupy  the  floor 
exclusively.  His  colleague  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress, in  the  first  instance,  by  the  Democratic  party. . 

Mr.  CLARK  inquired  whether  he  did  i^ot  go  in  a 
minority  of  ten  hundred,  and  work  up? 

Mr.  GORDON  said,  so  much  the  worse;  for  it 
showed  that  the  gentleman  broke  down  the  party 
whose  cause  he  espoused.  The  party  had  great 
trouble  and  tribulation  on  bis  account— all  owing 
to  the  great  confidence  which  was  reposed  in  him, 
and  whidi  enabled  him  to  deceive  so  many  faith- 
ful followers.  These  honest  Democrats  tollowed 
him  for  a  abort  time;  bat  they  soon  quit  him,  and 
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rfitarned  to  their  tot  love,  whiihef' every  other 
Bemoent  woald,  if  God  shoald  only  spare  hie  life 
10  talce  a  *'8ob^  second  tbongbt."— [Laughter.] 
His  eoIJieag;ae  gpt  back  to  the  Democretic  party. 
^e  eniei^ed  it  nnder  the  Jack&on  banner,  which  he 
was  among  the  first  to  nnforl.  Yes,  his  colleague 
trini;apbed  with  that  hero  and  statesman-^his  con- 
stitnenis  having  pardoned  him  of  former  trans- 
gressions, in  consideration  of  his  years,  and  of  the 
natural  proaenees  of  yonth  to  indiscretion !  He 
served  with  me  Democratic  party  in  Congress  until 
1837,  when,  after  he  came  to  Washington,  he 
joined  thu  Conservative  clique;  and,  from  that  day 
forward,  battled  against  the  Democratic  party.  Not 
Jaining  the  Federalists  imnitdiaiely,  he  stopped  at 
the  Conservative  half-way  house,  and  there  refresh- 
ed himseJ[r,  until  that  resting-place  was  razed  to  the 
ground,  when  he  went  smapk  ov^r  to  the  embraces 
of  the  Federal  party.  There  he  new  is!  Tbere 
h^  (kftr.  Q.)  trusted  he  would  ever  remain  1  There 
he  must  remain,  if  he  depended  upon  the  Democ- 
raoy  of  old  Chenani;o  to  rescue  him !  He  (Mr.* 
GTdid  not  impeach  his  colleague's  motives;  he 
only  stated  facts,  which  his  colleague  might  ex« 
plain  if  he  thought  proper.  In  his  speech  to  .day, 
he  had  sneered  at  the  Democratic  party,  by  calling 
one  of  their  Governors  the  hero  of  clam-bakes,  and 
by  denouncing  thf  party  with  whom  be  once  acted 
as  Loeofocos  and  disorganizers.  It  had  been  well 
remarked,  that  the  devil  could  preach  a  good  ser- 
mon. Now  he  (Mr.  G.)  thought  his  colleague  was 
not  a  fit  person  to  read  a  lecture  to  this  Adminis- 
tration on  the  subject  of  apostacy,  anj  to  deal  out 
denunciations  right  and  left  upon  it,  and  upon  the 
Democratic  party  I  Such  lectures  came  with  bad 
grace  from  such  an  anther ! 

Now,  what  was  the  principal  ground  of  the  gen- 
tleman's complaint,  and  the  source  of  all  his  grief 
in  mourning  over  his  fallen  party?  Was  it  that  he 
mourned  the  sacrifice  of  any  principle  which  bound 
his  party  logetherl  Not  at  all:  the  gentleman  did 
not  once  allude  to  the  principles  of  his  party.  It 
was  the  loss  of  the  spoils — the  loss  of  power  ainU 
patronage  and  place  that  the  gentleman  lament 
ed;  and  that  was  the  loss  of  all  for  which  his  party 
were  contending.  The  gentleman  talked  about  the 
love  of  ofilce,  and  the  treachery  of  men  in  high 
places;  but  he  said  nothing  about  the  principles  of 
nis  party,  nor  did  he  utter  one  regret  for  the  failore 
of  their  measures.  He  (Mr.  G)  was  about  to  retire 
ftom  public  life;  but  he  felt  now  as  great  an  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  his  paitv,  and  the  triamph 
ot  their  principles,  as  he  would  feel  if  he  were  to 
continue  in  Congress.  He  was  not  surprised 
at  the  gentleman's  silence  with  regard  to  the  princi- 
ples of  his  party;  for,  from  what  he  could  observe, 
there  was  now  no  more  of  principle  to  govern  that 
party  than  there  was  in  1840.  Wfaiat  had  they 
seen  as  the  fruits  'of  all  the  labors  of  that  party, 
now  existing  nowhere,  as  the  gentleman  was  forced 
to  admit?  The  quarrel  between  the  gentleman 
and  the  administration  he  considered  but  as  a 
family  quarrel.  They  were  now  disunited,  but 
woukl  be  soon  united  again,  as  they  had  the  same 
objects  to  pursue.  They  both  wgnted  to  establish 
a  paper  currency  for  this  great  nation.  What 
was  it  that  disunited  them?  Some  of  them  went 
for  an  exchequer,  some  for  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  some  of  them  were  for  bolstering  up 
the  paper  of  the  State  banks  by  the  aid  of  the  credit 
of  the  Federal  (Government*  They  all  sought  to 
renovate  that^same  system  of  paper  currency,  under 
the  evils  of  which  the  country  was  now  sneering. 
Now,  he  took  it,  that  it  would  be  In  order  to 
glance  at  some  of  the  schemes  of  this  party,  and, 
among  the  rest,  the  two  hundred  million  scheme  of 
the  gentleman  from  BCaryland.  What  was  that 
scheme?  It  was,  that  the  Government  should  issue 
two  hundred  millions  of  bonds,  at  an  interest  of 
3  per  cent,  based  u^n  the  pretended  sale  of  the 
Government  lands;  in  other  words,  two  hundred 
millions  of  Govern  ment  paper  to  be  put  afloat, 
without  any  adequate  security  for  its  redemption. 
What  was  the  proposition  of  another  gentleman  of 
the  same  side  of  the  House?  Why,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  carry  on  the  business  of  private 
banking  on  private  account,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
give  enrrency  to  depreciated  bank  paper.  But  he 
would  return  back  to  this  two  hundred  million 
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scheme;  for  he  feared  that  all  this  longing  aAer 
paper  money  was  to  end  in  it. 

The  CHAIR  here  called  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  order  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  hoped  the  gentle- 
man might  be  permitted  to  proceed  without  inter- 
ruption, as  (he  other  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  been  permitted  to  speak  on  Uie  same  subject. 

The  CHA.1R  made  some  obseivations  not  dis- 
tinctly beard. 

Blr.  GORDON  said  that  he  would  proceed  in 
order.  He  took  the  ground,  that  this  party  was  not 
to  be  intrusted  with  money,  because  of  the  extravap 
gant  and  impolitic  projects  they  were  forcing  on 
the  House.  He  wished  to  know,  before  he  intrust- 
ed this  Administration  aod  this  party  with  money— 
(for  he  took  it  that  this  bill  had  emanated,  from  the 
majority).— before  he  intrusted  them  wiib  money, 
he  wished  to  inquire  into  their  system  and  policy 
of  government  which,  be  presumed,  wo%ld  be  as 
much  in  order  as  to  debate  the  Fanueil  Hall  speecli 
of  Mr.  Webster.  He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  not 
as  much  in  order  to  allude  to  the  finances  of  this 
Gkvcmment,  as  to  what  the  gentleman  had  been 
pleased  to  term  the  .treachery  of  bis  political  friends. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  position  taken  by 
a  majority  of  that  party,  that  it  was  competent  for 
the  Government  to  issue  this  1900,000,000  of  bonds 
to  be  given  to  the  Stales;  and  he  wifJhed  also  to  in- 
quire, what  relief  it  would  be  to  the  people.  As 
the  prospect  of  relief  from  this  quarter  was  too  re- 
mote, be  was  willing  to  pass  it  over,  and  inquire 
what* relief  this  exchequer  was  likely  to  afiford. 

The  CHAIR  here  interrupted  Mr.  G.,  and  said 
that  the  topics  he  was  discussing  were  irrelevant  to 
the  question  before  the  House,  and  therefore  ont  of 
order. 

Mr.  R.D.DAVIS  said -he  understood  his  col* 
league  as  alluding  to  these  subjects  incidentally,  as 
illustrative  of  his  argument. 

Mr.  WBLLBR  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  J.  C.  CLAax]  had  been  alkiwed  to 
allude  to  these  subjects,  and  the  Chair  decided  that 
he  was  in  order.  The  gentleman  now  on  the  floor, 
therefore,  had  a  right  to  discuss  the  same  subjects 
in  reply. 

The  CHAIR  made  some  reply  not  heard;  when 

Mr.  WELLER  appealed  from  his  decision. 

Mr.  GORDON  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
wdold  withdraw  the  appeal,  as  the  decision  of  it 
would  take  largely  from  the  time  allotted  him.  [Mr. 
WsLLxa  accordingly  withdrew  the  appeal.]  He 
would  be  able  to  bring  himself  out,  in  order.  The 
gentleman  i^ave  a  glowing  description  of  the  tenlple 
of  the  Whig  party,  with  columns,  and  colonnades, 
and  its  lofty  dome;  and  complained  that  the  man  be- 
hind the  throne,  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  had 
exercised  his  great  strength  in  tearing  down 
that  mighty  edifice.  Why,  it  would  not  lake  a 
Samson  to  tear  down  a  log  cabin;  for  even  the 
boys  of  this  very  city  had  made  it  their  pastime 
to  pull  down  those  very  few  models  of  Whig  archi- 
tecture that  were  found  here.  What  were  the  col- 
umns and  colonnades  of  this  mighty  edifice,  oon< 
streeted  and  adorned,  according  to  th^  glowing  de- 
scription of  the  gentleman?  Why,  he  believed  the 
sign  out  of  doors,  whether  the  latch-string  was 
pulled  in  or  not,  was  adder-barrel  and  acoon^skin; 
while  the  edifice  itself  waa  built  of  rough  logs,  with 
the  chinks  between  them  stopped  up  with  mnd.  It 
was  a  temple  of  night  revelry  and  debauch,  wheie  lis 
votaries  drank  hard  cider,  and  got  themselves  fud- 
dled. But  if  this  mighty  man  at  the  end  of  the 
avenue,  aided  by  the  boys  of  the  city,  tore  down 
such  a  temple,  be  did  more  good  than  harm  by  the 
act,  and  should  be  applauded  for  it.  It  jvas,  to  be 
sure,  a  small  business  for  such  a  mighty  man  to  be 
engird  in;  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  did 
a  better  deed  when  he  tore  down  the  building,  than 
when  he  assisted  in  raising  it.  He  believed  that  it 
was  at  Faneuil  Hall,  and  in  the  celebrated  speech 
made  there,  that  this  two  hundred  million  project 
was  first  broached.  Now,  he  should  like  to  know 
whether  that  project  originated  in  this  country  or 
in  England;  and  whether  it  originated  before,  or 
after,  the  visit  of  this  mighty  man  to  that  country; 
or  before,  or  after,  he  got  the  thousand  pounds  for 
his  opinion  on  the  subject  of  State  credit. 

If  this  project  of  the  British  fnndholdert  wm  to 


succeed,  the  Republic  would  be  crushed,   i^qm 
this  scheme,  and  the  Government  wpnld  bt  de- 
stroyed, for  two  reasons:  Pirst,  there  would  bis 
consolidation  of  all  the  power  of  the  States  in  Qu 
Federal  Government    Congress  woQldbave  tt£ 
upon  itself  to  discharge  all  the  obligations  ereit^ 
by  the  profligacy  of  the  States,  without  tl^e  power 
to  restrain  their  exlravaganee.     This  wosld  bt 
consolidation  in  its  fullest  sense,  and  wonld  bntk 
np  our  present  form  of  govemaenl;  for  theflum 
wonld,  in  time,  come  to  their  senses,  and  voiid 
shake  oflf  the  odious  burden  imposed  on  thctt,  k 
repudiation  or  nullification.    He  took  it  upon  biZ 
self  to  declare,  that  if  his  State  (New  York)  mi 
to  be  saddled  with  the  debts  of  the  other  Staie^bi 
would  sooner  go  for  repudiation  or  ilnllileitioB. 
He  would  sooner  repudiete  than  eatsiloahiipio, 
pie  debts  created  by  the  profligacy  or  extravsiuflB 
of  others.    The  best  way  to  preserve  the  eredit  rf 
the  States,  wOQld  be  to  preserve  inviolaie  iha  fiiib 
of  the  Federal  Govemmenu    He  should  like  to 
know  how  the  people  were  to  be  benefited  bj  U 
asanmptien  of  the  State  debts. 

Whether  war  with  England  would  be  ablatiog 
or  a  curse  he  would  not  undertake  to  say.  He  did 
not  know  but  it  would  be  a  blessing;  for  it  nigbf 
arouse  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  enkindle  the  bw 
feelings  of  the  hearts  of  the  money-makiDg  people, 
who  were  not  unwilling  to  ask  even  a  dMeerttioB 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  if  thereby  they  could  m^ 
money.    But  even  if  a  war  with  Sngland  voild 
be  a  blessing,  the  people  of  this  country  woald  do 
no  improper  act  to  promote  it;  if,  however,  Bog' 
land  should  espouse  the  cause  of  the  RothsebikbiBd' 
the  foreign  bankers — of  the  Nicholas  Biddies  nd 
the  brokers— >and  with  them  should  make  eomnoi 
cause,  and  wage  war  on  onr  country  and^r  Cbi. 
stituilon,  Heaven  knew  he  should  widi  the  trill  to 
come  at  once,  thai  the  strength,  of  oar  GonitiiaiiM 
and  the  bravery  of  onr  people  might  be  tested.  He 
had  said  the  people  of  this  oonntry  owed  aa  ever* 
lasting  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  gentleman  froa 
Massachusetts   [Mr.   Aiuiis]    for    putting  (be 
matter     on    the    basis     on     which    he  bad 
placed    it;    but    what   was    the    tendencf  of 
his  argument)    Why,  that  diis  Government  nut 
necessarily  assume  the  State  debts,  for  it  wushsn 
that  a  State  mightgoon  adiiUfHm,  contiaetio|vhu 
debts  she  pleased,  giving  her  bonds  to  foreigBen 
for  the  amount,  and  then  this  GbvernmeDt  anstbe 
dragged  into  the  payment  of  her  obligatiooi;  for 
a  single  State  had  in  this  way  the  power  to  in- 
volve this  Union  in  a  war  with  a  foreign  povir, 
notwithstanding  the  power  to  declare  war  vm,  bj 
the  Constitution,  placed,  not  with  the  Govenuaeat 
of  a  State,  but  with  the  Federal  QovemaieoL  Bt 
wonld  not  discuss  the  validity  of  BdUssissippi  bondii 
for  that  subject  had  been  sufficiently  diteooed  on 
this  floor.    He  cared  not  whether  tbey  wen  valid 
or  not,  so  far  as  the  argument  there  was  ooneenicd; 
but  the  idea  that  a  State  might  contract  what  debts 
she  pleased,  and  that  ibis  Govenmeat  mnst  per 
them,  or  assume  her  indebtedness,  was  psuiog 
this  country  in  the  power- and  at  the  mercy  of  a 
single  Sia'e.    Why,  he  wonld  prefer  coniolidiaon 
to  such  a  stare  of  things — be  would  prefer  that  the 
Stste  lines  should  be  blotted  oot^-ibat  the  ehote 
people  of  this  Union,  if  they  were  to  be  eontpeUed 
to  assume  ihe  responsibility  of  repayment,  aboud 
at  least  have  a  voice  in   the  contracting  of  tb«e 
debts.     He  asked  the  House  what  control  tbe 
State  of  New  York,  which  he  in  part  represented, 
had  either  here  or  at  home,  in  her  Stite  Legiih- 
ture,  or  by  her  press,  or  her  public  meelings--or, 
indeed,  in  any  form-— over  the  contracting  of  the 
debts  of  the  States  of  Indiana,  of  Missisippi*  « 
of  Pennsylvania.    Those  States  contracted  tter 
debis  without  consultation  with  New  York;  she 
was  not  permitted  to  say  a  word  on  the  snbje^ 
and  yet  the  modem  doeuine  which  they  heard 
there  was,  that  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  naj 
State  were  to  be  reached  for  the  repayment  aod 
liquidation  of  those  debts.    Now,  he  would  ippetl 
to  the  diairman  of  this  committee  [BAr.  Wiv- 
TRaop]  as  a  pauiet,  as  a  sutesmaa,  and  *>  >  ^jp 
minded  man  from  Massacbnselts,  who  had  atadied 
the  fathers  of  the  Constitntkm,  whether  thia  efld 
seheme  was  ever  dreanned  of  bf  iIm**  Jfl^f^f 
framers  of  the  charter  of  oir  Ubaniea;  and  vheiheii 
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in  Ute  whole  hUtt^  6f  their  dellbt^ratSons,  there  was 
thelMttt  'pefoeprible  letaDirig  to  sach  an  enoroKms 
^wer#hifth  now  found  lidTocttee  in  the  yenerable 
getfttemtn  from  MajBaehoeetts,  |Mr.  Adams,]  and 
fhe  irenfleBUrn  from  Bfarjrland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  JoHxr- 
Mi]  and  some  others. . 

Kat  perhaps  he  had  said  as  much  on  the  Faneull 
Ball  speech  and  its  tendencies,  as  the  occasion 
wonld  jnstifjr;  and  he  woold  torn  for  a  moment  to 
the  etcbeqaer,  which  was  bat  another  emanation 
of  the  same  brain — the  brain  of  one  who  bad  said 
that,  if  he  anderstood  anything,  it  was  theenbject 
of  onance;  and  that  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from 
Uassachdsetts  was  not  wojth  the  paiehment  on 
which  it  was  written,  compared  with  the  mighty 
•el^me  of  consolidation  which  he  had  prepar^. 
And  what  did  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachnsetts,  [Mr.  CdshingJ  propose?  Why, 
in  the  ^t  place,  that  pri7ate  indiyiduals  might  de- 
pofiite  110,000,000  in  the  treasnry  of  such  ex- 
chequer of  the  United  States,  thereby  withdrawing 
110,000,000  of  specie,  gold  and  silver,  from  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  receivinc ,  in  retnm,  ten 
millions  of  certificates,  which  would  become  its  cir- 
culation. But  farther,  it  provided  that  the  Govern- 
ment creditors — the  holdsrs  of  its  bonds  and  obliga« 
tions  or  treasury  notes-^might  receive  certificates  for 
the  amount  of  the  debts  due  to  them  by  the  United 
Stated,  to  a  like  amount  of  |10,000,000;  thus 
making    the    issue    of     certificates    equal    to 

S 90,000,000  if  this  lattef  provision  be  observed, 
sing  but  a  modification  of  the  former  one;  a  re- 
ceiving of  the  debt  due  to  the  public  creditor,  and 
a  returning  of  it  to  the  treasury,  and  receiving,  as 
in  the  case  of  a  private  depositor,  ceriificatee  for  the 
sun  deposited.  Thus,  then,  they  had  #90,000,000 
of  8pecieh4rawn  ifrom  the  circulation  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  paper  certificates  substituted.  Andyet  even 
this  was  not  all;  for  the  mints  had  an  unlimited 
power  to  receive  foreign  coin,  and  to  issue  certift- 
emteefor  the  coin  so  received.  But  further  still; 
tKe  etehequer  board  was  to  be  aathorized  to  sell 
bins  of  ezdiange,  also  to  an  unlimited  amount,  ajt 
a  prefklttrii  of  not  exceeding  fi  pier  cent.  And  for 
wiiat  purpoae,  he  would  ask,  was  all  this  to  be 
do&e?  It  was  certainly  not  to  add  to  the  circula- 
tion 6f  the  coantry;  for  every  dollar  of  the  great 
aaioiiiits  he  had  enumerated  was  taken  from  the 
drettlidttg  medium,  for  which  the  paper  certifi- 
cates were  to  be  substituted.  They  were  t  bus  to 
Uke  the  gold  and  silver  from  drcnlation,  and  sup- 
ply the  place  of  it  with  paper,  that  this  GK>vem- 
nent  nHght  bOcome  the  depository  of  the  funds  of 
indlvidnals  to  the  amoimt  of  millions,  for  which 
this  Gfovemmtot  would  become  responsible. 

Here  the  honorable  gentleman^  honr^  expired, 
and  he  was  suddenly  brought  to  a  fVill  stop. 

lit.  J.  C>  CLARK  obtained  permission  to 
Bake  some  explanations  of  a  personal  nature, 
wtddb  he  deemed  called  for  by  the  remarks  of  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Gtoaoow.] 

Mr.  8VBRBTT  then  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  com- 
mittee rose  accordingly. 

The  SPEAKBR  having  taken  the  chair, 

Bftr.  PILLMORB  desired  permission  to  say  that 
they  had  yet  five  appropriation  bills  which  mast 
be  piused,  as  they  were  indispensable  to  allow  the 
Governmeni  to  go  on,  viz:  the  navy  pension  bill; 
the  Indian  treaty  bill:  the  fortification  bill;  the  har- 
bor and  river  bill;  and  the  civil  and  diplomaric  bill 
for  the  fiscal  year.  These  must,  necessarily,  all  be 
anted  opouj  and  they  had  but  nine  days  of  the  ses- 
sion left.  He  felt,  therefore,  bound  to  press  for- 
ward such  tnlls  as  were  before  the  House;  and,  at 
the  request  of  the  aentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  AniMS,]  who  had  the  bill  under  consideration 
in  charge,  be  now  submitted  a  resolution  to  ter- 
■ainnte  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
it,  after  it  shohld  have  been  further  discussed  half 
an  hour;  and  on  this  resolution  he  moved  the  pre- 
wioos  question. 

Yhe  previous  qtiestion  was  sustained  by  the 

^ttse;  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  bill  Which  the  committee  had  amended— 
Whci&e  purpose  was  to  test  the  electro-magnetic  tel- 
€il^ph-— was takenup for  disposal;  but,  at  the re- 
aneat  of  Mr.  WINTHROP,  was  passed  over  to  a 
xatoie  daj. 
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The  House  then  agahi  resolved  itself  into  Ck>m- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the  considera- 
u'on  of  the  bill,  whidi  occupied  its  deliberations 
when  the  committee  last  ro8^  (Mr.  WiMTanop  in 
thediair.)     

Mr.  EVBRETT  was  nndentood  to  advocate  the 
postponement  of  legislation  on  this  •subject,  nntil 
it  could  be  ascertained  what  the  policy  of  China 
would  be  with  respect  to  ttie  diplomatic  agents  of 
foreign  powers. 

Mr.  ADABfiB  said  he  did  not  think  it  neoessary 
to  waste  the  time  of  the  Rouse  in  arguing  the  pro- 
priety of  a  mission  to  China.  The  message  of  the 
rresideht  was  sufficient  on  that  point. 

He  then  replied  to  the  objections  urged  against 
the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  plaeed  too  much 
confidence  in  the  President,  and  that  the  appro- 
prlation  was  to  be  made  without  restriction.  The 
motion  which  he  had  submitted,  to  strike  ont  the 
restrictions  of  law,  which  were  applicable  to  other 
diplomatic  appropriations,  was  made  after  a  con- 
sultation with  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  thought 
that  to  impose  restrictions  might  embarrass  the 
progress  of  the  negotiations. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  said  he  was  one  of  those  on  the 
Commitiee  of  Foreign  Relations  who  had  voted  to 
introduce  this  bill.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
commerce  of  the  world,  he  regarded  the  prOpoted 
mission  to  China  as  more  important  than  were 
all  our  other  mtssions  together.  The  trade  of 
South  America  and  Btirope  was  filed  on  an  es- 
tablished basis.  But,  by  the  opening  of  inter- 
course ndth  China,  three  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  people  (hitherto  shut  out  from  the  rest  of 
the  world)  wonld  be  brought  within  the  clrele  of 
oommereial  republics— for  it  was  commerce  that 
repnblieaniaed  and  civUhsed  men.  When  Bngland 
was  advancing  in  this  matter,  and  preparbg  to 
take  to  herself  the  exclusive  benefits  of  the  nhw 
state  of  thiB|s  in  China— -was  it,  he  asked^  %ise 
for  OS  to  stand  sclll  until  that  nation  should  have 
arranged  the  treaties  between  herself  and  China, 
so  as  to  exclude  the  United  States  from  all  advan- 
tages whatever?  He  referred  to  the  elfbrts  now 
making  In  Franee  to  induce  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  move  in  this  matter,  and  to  secure  a  com- 
mercdal  alllanoe  ere  Bngland  aboald  have  gnu^ 
the  whole  fnit  to  heiself.  Should  this  Congress 
ref  OSS  to  make  any  exertion  to  obtain  the  benefit 
of  ifaisinterconrss  with  China,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  |4O,00D,  and  the  fear  of  tmsting  to  Bxeontive 
disorstioiil  He  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Imanm 
of  Mnseat,  where  we  were  compelled  to  net  difiter- 
eatly^from  our  osval  eonrse.  it  was  not  onr  pol- 
icy to  reosive  presents  from  foreign  Governmentt; 
yet,  in  that  ease,  Congress  got  aromd  the  Consti- 
tution, beeanse  it  wonld  not  have  answered  to  send 
the  Imanm  his  presents  back,  and  said  to  him  that 
it  was  contrary  to  ont  Cbastitutiott.  Instead  of 
distrihoting  his  rich  perfames-— the  odor  of  which 
was  unequalled  in  sweetness— the  five  vases  were 
seat  to  the  Patent  Ofllee,  and  there  depoaited. 

The  benefits  of  a  commercial  intercourse  with 
Cbina  could  not  be  too  highly  appreciated.  No 
man  now  had  it  ia  his  power  to  estimate  how 
much  of  onr  surplus  productions  might  be  sold  in 
that  almost  boundless  country,  and  how  much  of 
onr  tobacco  might  be  there  chewed,  in  place  of 
opium.  Let  cot  gentlemen  continue  to  talk  about 
|40,000  and  Executive  discretion.  He  believed 
the  present  Executive  was  as  discreet  as  Presidents 
generally.  He  believed  that  Mr.  Webster,  in  his 
Faneuil  Hall  speech,  did  more  good  for  his  country 
than  did  any  other  speech  he  had  ever  made.  Mr. 
Webster,  in  that  speech,  showed  the  Whig  party 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  have  his  mighty  mind  con- 
fined to  tne  narrow  views  and  principles  on  which 
they  acted. 

Mr.  McKEON  said  there  was  nothing  so  very 
peculiar  in  the  case  of  China,  that  Congress  should 
depart  from  the  usual  restrictions  of  law,  which 
applied  to  diplomatic  appropriations  generally. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  take  the  matter 
, quietly,  and  go  about  it  in  a  quiet  business  manner. 
Should  the  bill  pass  as  reported  by  the  committee, 
it  would  authorize  a  minister  at  a  salary  of  $9,000 
and  |9,000  outfit.  Pass  it  according  to  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr* 
AniMs,]  and  §40,000  would  thereby  be  plaoed  kt 


the  disposal  of  the  Bxecative— more  than' he  (Mr. 
McK.)  was  willing  to  see  placed  in  thehan^  of  Any 
President.  He  should  be  as  liberal  as  any  man  in 
fixing  the  salaries  of  the  minister  and  secretary.  But 
the  appropriation  was  only  a  beginning.  The  lat^^est 
ship  in  this  country  (the  Pennsylvania)  would  no 
doubt  be  selected  to  carry  out  whomsoeWir  should 
be  selected,  as  minister  in  order  to  give 'as  much 
ceiaf  as  possible  to  our  country.  Then  oQier  ves- 
sels would  have  to  be  sent  to  accompany  this  ship, 
and  to  sail  where  her  size  would  not  allow  her  to 
go.  These,  and  other  paraphemaHa,  woukl  have 
to  be  provided  for  the  minister;  and  this  f40,000 
wonld  be  but  a  beginnihg  of  the  expense.  He 
concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  restrictions  contained  In  the  bill, 
and  thereby  place  the  whole  appropriation  at  the 
disposal  of  the  President,  would  not  prevail.    .  ^ 

Mr.  BBONSON  expressed  it  as  his  conviction 
that  we  should  possess  f^irther  information  before 
such  a  measure  as  that  of  sending  a  minister  pleni- 
,  potentiary  to  China  was  adopted.  He  should  pre« 
fer  having  a  oommereial  agent  for  the  present. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  MAssachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  above  stated,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative—ayes 80,  noes  55. 

Mr-  BBONSON  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  (he 
enactiog  clause,  and  insert  a  section  appropriating 
|10,000  for  a  commercial  agent  to  proceed  to  China, 
and  obtain  information  in  relation  to  that  coantry 
which  might  be  useful  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  said  he  would  as  soon  have  a 
Chinese  juggler. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  57,  noes  75. 

Mr.  MBEIWBTHBB  offbred  an  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  place  the  naission  to 
China  on  the  same  footing  as  that  to  Turkey,  and 
to  limit  the  salary  of  the  minister  to  46,000  per  an- 
num.   The  amendment  Was  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMOEE,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House;  after 
which, 

Mr.  ADABiS  having  called  for  the  previous 
question,  it  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered. 

'Mr.  AENOLD  then  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ: rejected,  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill,  under  the  operation  of  the  previohs  ques- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  aifirmative  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  previous  question  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House,  and  the  main  Question  ordered;  and  the 
main  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  9^ 
nays  59. 

Mr.  ABAMS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  just  taken;  which  motion,  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  question,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  appealed  to  the  House 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider 
a  bill  [title  not  heard]  of  some  interest  to  the  peo- 
ple of  his  State.  , 

Mr.  MBBIWBTHBR  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  carried,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE.  ' 

WsnirnDAT,  Pebruary  !S9,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  tm.  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate a  peiitioa  from  Ellen  Dix,  widow  of  a  deceased 
suigeon,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial 
from  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
fur  hats  at  Louisville,  praybg  that  foreign  hatters* 
furs  may  be  admitted  free  of  duty:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Rebecca  Quest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  tbe  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideraiioi^  of 
the  petition  of  the  Western  Railroad  Company  of 
Massachusetts,  praying  remission  of  duties  on  cer- 
tain railroad  iron— the  eonuaittee  eonceiTing  that 
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the  objeet  of  ihe  petitioo  was  provided  for  in  the 
general  bill  reported  upon  the  subject. 

On  motion  by, Mr.  EVANS,  (he  same  commit- 
tee was  discharged  from  (he  farther  consideration 
of  the  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  an  iDcrease  of  drawback  on  domestic 
spirits  mannfactnred  from  foreign  molasses. 

Also,  reported  back  from  the  Sftme  eommitiee^ 
without  amendment,  the  joint  resolation  from  the 
Honse  for  the  continuing  of  an  additional  clerk  in 
the  Second  Auditor's  Office. 

Mr.  ARCHEEl,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  back,  witboat  amendment,  and 
wiih  a  recommendation  that  it  be  rejected,  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetser. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  remarked,  that  a  few  days 
ago  a  joint  resolution  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
miMee  on  the  Library,  for  the  publication  of  the 
debates  and  proceedings  of  Congress.  The  same 
committee  had,  since  the  resolation  was  reported, 
considered  it  proper,  necessary,  and  expedient  that 
the  resolution  should  be  accompanied  by  a  report, 
explaining  the  grounds  on  which  the  matter  rested, 
and  showmg  the  propriety  of  the  publication.  The 
commitiee  were  anxious  that  the  resolation  should 
receive  the  definitive  action  of  Congress  at  this  ses- 
sion;  but  should  it  not,  unfortunately,  be  reached, 
owing  to  the  accumulation  of  other  business,  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  committee  acted  would 
be  known  hereafter.  He  then  made  the  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed- 

Mr.  WALKBR,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  House  to  refund  to  Charles  Holt  a  fine  im- 
posed OQ  him  nnder  the  sedition  IIlw,  reported  the 
same  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  be  passed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  which  had  been  referred  House  bilf  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  Edgcombe,  reported  the  same  baclr, 
without  amendment,  accompanied  by  a  special  re- 
port recommending  its  indefijiite  postponement; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  bad  been  referred 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  legal  represeniatives 
of  William  T.  Smith,  reported  the  same  back, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  P.,  also  from  the  same  commitiee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  W. 
Newcombe,  reported  the  same  back,  without 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
not  pass. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Manchester,  St.  Louis  county,  Missouri,  pray- 
ing the  rights  of  pre-emption  to  certain  town  lots 
in  that  place;  which  was  refened  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  presented  a  petition  from  a  number  of  citi- 
zens of  Gape  Girardeau,  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
praying  that  that  place  may  be  made  a  port  of  en- 
try; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  STATE  DEBTS. 

The  resolutions  introduced  by  llr.  Walker  on 
Monday  last,  were  taken  up  and  read,  as  follows: 

Rewlvedj  Thift  tbe  aMumption  of  the  debts  of  the  fikatee, 
contrftctfid  by  them  tepantelr,  and  for  local  purpoeee,  would  be 
a  palpable  violation  of  the  ConatltutioD  of  the  United  States, 
a  consolidation  of  all  power  in  the  Federal  GoTemmeDt,  and  a 
final  and  total  overthrow  of  the  safety  of  the  States. 

Renlved,  That  Congress  having  no  power  to  aorame  each 
debts,  any  act  attempting  such  assumplioD  would  be  uUerly 
null  and  void;  that  it  would  not  tw  obligatorj  upon  the  States, 
nor  coQid  the  people  of  the  States  be  lawfully  required  by  Con- 


gress to  pay  the  debt  so  assumed;  nor  could  any  taxes  imposed 
by  them  forsuoh  purposes  be  collected;  and  it  would  be  tbe 
duty  of  a  sacceediog  Congress  to  restore  the  supremacy  of  the 


Constitution,  by  the  entire  repeal  of  the  act  of  assumption. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  address  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  resolu- 
tions. He  would  not  consume  a  moment  ef  its 
time;  but  if  it  met  tbe  views  of  Senators  on  both 
sides  to  permit  a  direct  vote  to  be  taken  on  them, 
he  would  content  himself  by  simply  asking  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  their  adoption. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Walker  reiterated  the  suggestion,  that  if 
the  Senate  would  consent  to  take  a  direct  vote  on 
the  resoiudons,  he  would  waive  all  right  to  discuss 


them;  bnt.if  it  was  the  intention  of  any  Senator, 
so  soon  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  might  take  his  seat,  to  rise, 
with  a  view  to  evade  a  direct  vote,  and  get  clear  of 
them  by  a  side  vote,  or  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  table,  he  would  persist  in  his  right  to 
go  on  and  discuss  them  then. 

Mr.  MORBHBAD  rose  for  the  purpose  of  sug- 
gesting to-  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
WALKia,]  that  the  Senate  was  then  very  tnin — too 
much  80  to  undertake  to  decide  a  great  constitu- 
tional question.  It  was  certainly  desirable  to  have 
a  full  vote.  He  rose,  then,  not  with  any  view  of 
discussing  the  principles  of  the  resolutions,  but  for 
tbe  purpose  of  suggesting  to  the  Senator,  for  the 
reasons  urged  al^ve,  to  permit  the  resolutions  to 
lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow,  at  which  time  they 
could  be  taken  up.  In  the  mean  time,  they  could 
be  printed.  He  (Mr.  M.)  felt  some  solicitude  to 
deliver  bis  views  on  the  resolutions,  in  very  brief 
terms.  He  was  not  then  prepared  to  do  so.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Senator  would  let  the  resolu- 
tions lie  on  the  table  till  to-monow. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  he  designed  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution,  which  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  would  probably  accept  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his.  He  proposed  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  ''resolved,"  with  the  view  to  insert  the  fol« 
lowing: 

That  the  Gongraia  of  the  United  States  has  no  constitution- 
al power  to  assume  debts  contracted  by  any  one  or  more  of  tbe 


States,  unless  for  some  end  OB4>ttrpose  involrlng  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

itesofved.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  assume  the  debts  of  the 
States^  which  ha?e  been  contracted  for  mere  State  purposes. 

Mr.  WALKBR  said  he  could  not  consent  to  ac- 
cept these  resolutions  as  a  substitute  for  his.  They  de- 
clare only  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  assume  those  debt? ; 
while  tbe  object  of  his  resolution  was  to  assert  the 
great  principle  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  re- 
peal the  Constitution;  and  that,  if  it  undertook  by 
law  la  assume  the  debts  of  the  States,  such 
act  of  assumption,  so  far  as  it  had  any  effect 
at  all,  would  be  to  attempt  to  repeal  the  Constitu- 
tion; and,  as  such,  would  be  useless  and  void,  and 
could  never  be  carried  into  effect.  That  was  tbe 
great  principle  which  he  wished  to  assert  by  his 
resolutions,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  hope 
which  might  be  entertained  in  this  country,  that 
Congress  would  ever,  or  could  ever,  assume  those 
debts.  And  to  put  an  end  to  the  insolent  overtures 
which  have  been  made,  and  the  efforts  which  were 
now  being  made,  by  ihe  British  stockholders,  to 
procure  a  guaranty  of  those  debts  by  the  Federal 
GK>vemment,  he  wished  to  announce  to  them,  that, 
if  they  accomplished  any  temporary  success  at 
one  session  of  Congress,  it  would  be  of  no  effect. 
As  to  this  question  of  general  welfare,  as  set  forth 
in  the  substitute,  it  was  a  question  about  which 
the  Democratic  and  Federal  party  had  been  con- 
tending ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Qev- 
emment.  Under  the  general-welfare  clause  of 
tbe  Constitution,  the  Federal  party  had  alwajrs 
sought  a  justification  for  whatever  outrageous 
measure  they  wished  to  foist  upon  the  country. 
They  will  continue  to  do  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  after  having  stated  his  under- 
standing of  the  difference  between  the  old  Federal 
and  Democratic  parties  about  the  claase  of  the 
Constitution  alluded  to,  said  the  words  used,  in 
the  substitute  he  proposed,  were  the  very  words  of 
the  Constitution;  and,  unless  the  l^nator  from  Mis- 
sissippi intended  to  be  more  constitutional  than  the 
Constitution,  he  cojild  have  no  objection  to  the 
wording  of  the  resolution.  This  was  simply  a  re- 
solution declaring  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  as- 
sume the  debts  of  tbe  States,  except  it  be  on  the 
grounds  on  which  the  debts  of  the  Revolution 
were  assumed"— debts  which  were  contracted  by 
tbe  States  for  the  purposes  of  national  defence. 

Mr.  WALKBR  said  he  would  agree  that  tbe  re- 
solutions should  be  passed  over  informally,  if  Sen- 
ators would  agree  that  they  should  come  up  to- 
morrow, at  one  o^lock. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that,  if  they  were  passed 
over  informally,  they  would  come  up  during  the 
morning  hour,  and  could  not  come  up  at  one 
o^lock. 

Mr.  WALKER  continued.  He  deemed  these 
resolutions  of  the  utmost  importance;  for  he  be- 
lieved, if  a  large  vote  was  had  in  favor  of  them,  it 
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would  terminate  the  controversy  about  the  astoBT 
tion  of  tbose  debts;  a  controversy  apo^  ^^  gJ^ 
which  was  fraught  with  more  direful  conseoSS 
to  the  Government,  than  any  subject  ever  a^ 
upon  by  Congress.  He  believed,  if  the  r««)lttS!« 
met  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  the  coafljet  wu!! 
by  the  foreign  bond-holders  io  force  an  asswanSI 
would  be  abandoned.  Therefore,  he  would  at 
to  Senators  on  the  other  side,  (the  Whig  side )  dJt 
if  they  would  consent  to  let  a  vote  be  taken  oa  tSt 
resolutions  to-morrow,  he  would  agree  to  Ist  them 
be  passed  by  informally. 

Mr.  BARROW  was  understood  to  say  tbatthett 
resolutions  could  not  be  adopted  wiihoat  discos 
sion;  for  the  doctrines  of  nullification  embneed 
in  them  would  have  to  be  discussed. 

Mr.  WALKER  would  be  glad  if  die  Senator 
fVom  Louisiana  [Mr.  Barrow]  woald  show  wheth- 
er the  doctrines  of  these  resolutions  had  any  n. 
semblance  to  the  doctrines  of  nullification,  as  as* 
serted  by  South  Carolina.  He  (llr.  W.)  asserted 
that  it  was  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  repeal 
at  any  time,  an  act  which  it  believed  to  be  qi^! 
stitutional;  but  he  believed  that  the  dectrine  of 
nullification,  as  asserted  in  South  Caroliaa,  vai, 
that  a  single  State  could  annul  a  law  of  Coogroi! 
He  wished  that  Senator  to  point  out  whether  such 
a  doctrine  was  asserted  in  these  resolutions.  Ko- 
no  such  power  was  asserted:  but  they  merely  ai-' 
serted,  in  effect,  that  a  subsequent  Congress  had  tiie 
power  to  repeal  an  unconstitutional  act  of  a  pie- 
oeding  Congress.  They  assert,  secondly,  that  ai 
act  to  assume  the  State  debts  would  be  null  and 
void,  and  could  not  be  carried  into  effect,-  and 
thirdly,  that,  if  such  an  act  were  passed,  it  woald 
be  the  sacred  duty  of  Congress  to  restore  Uie  Con- 
stitution by  ius  repeal.  These  were  the  principles, 
and  the  only  principles,  in  the  resolntjdss.  He 
again  asserted,  that,  if  the  Senate  would  agree  to 
take  a  vote  on  them  to-morrow,  at  13  o'clock,  ke 
would  consent  to  a  postponement. 

Mr.  ARCHER  made  some  remarks,  with  a?iev 
to  show,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  iIm  interfeieoee 
of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  WALUAjthe 
other  day,  by  moving  these  identical  resolaiiou, 
as  an  amendment  to  tbe  resolutions  ifitrodeeed 
by  Ihe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDuFFix,]  an  expression  of  the  opinion  or  tbe 
Senate  could  have  been  had  on  ibis  subjeet.  Senatois 
belonging  to  ihe  Whig  side  were  willing  to  vote 
on  tbe  question  as  presented  in  the  lesoJDtiou  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina;  and,  to  aoeom- 
plish  that  end,  he  had  suggested  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  acceptance  of 
the  modification  for  his  resolutions,  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  that  his  resolutions  eonld 
not  have  embarrassed  the  Senators  on  the  other 
side,  because  Ihe  Senator  from  South  C^olioa 
did  withdraw  his  acceptance,  and  he  (Mr.  W.jac^ 
tually  withdrew  his  resolutions. 

Some  further  remarks  touching  the  subject  of 
the  withdrawal  by  Bir.  Walker  of  his  resolatioBS 
took  place  between  Messrs.  ARCHER,  WALK- 
ER, MERRICK,  and  the  CHAIR;  which  vis  ter- 
minated by  a  general  acquiescence  that  the  res- 
olutions alluded  to  termed  no  bar  toadiitcuote 
on  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Soath  Car- 
olina on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WALKER  said,  as  it  was  now  admitted 
that  his  resolutions,  as  introduced  the  other  day, 
did  not  obstruct  the  wishes  of  the  Whig  party  to 
give  a  direct  vote  on  the  resolutions  of  tbeSenatoi 
from  South  Carolina^— they  not  being  before  the 
Senate  when  the  vote  was  taken — be  mast  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  it  was  the  vote  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Archbr]  himself  that  obstraet* 
ed  the  wishes  of  Ihe  Whig  party;  because,  after  his 
(Mr.  W.*s)  resolutions  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
question  was  put  on  the  postponement  of  tbe  reso- 
lutions of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDorFiB,]  it  was  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Abchsr]  that 
these  resolutions  were  postponed  till  Decemher 
next.  Tbe  journals  would  show  that  it  was  by  the 
vote  ef  that  honorable  Senator  that  an  expressioa 
of  opinion  of  the  Senate  on  these  resolutions  was 
prevented;  for,  if  he  had  voted  against  iIm  postpooe- 
ment,  a  direct  vole  could  have  been  haa. 
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Mr.  ARCHKR  made  soma  reply  Dotdistincdy 
anderstood,  with  a  Tiew  to  jnaintain  that  the  Sena- 
ton  on  the  Whig  side  were  wiUing,  as  he  had 
been,  to  express  their  opinion  on  the  subject  in  the 
form  ia  whieh  it  was  presented  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDurni  ] 

Mr.  TALLUADQE  said  he  did  not  think  they 
had  any  more  time  to  spend  on  these  resolutions  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session;  he,  therefore,  with 
a  flew  to  end  the  whole  matter,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked  that,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  asserted  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  that 
ht  made  the  motion  with  the  view  to  put  an  end 
to  the  matter^  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  a  right  to  consider 
it  a  test  vote,  and  therefore  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question,  then,  being  put  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  tahle,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiye— 
yeas  35,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

YEAB—Mtma,  Archer,  Barrow,  Batei,  Bayard,  Berrwo, 
Choaie,  CliiTtoo,  Coorad,  Crafti,  CrillaadeD,  iJaytOD,  Evana, 
Oraham,  Handtraon,  Hutulngton,  Karr.  Mangum,  Marrick, 
Minor,  Morehaad,  Phelpa,  f^mith  of  InaiBoa,  Spncoa,  1U1- 
iiiadga.MdWaodbrid«a'2S.  f  ••-^ 

Nl7&— Memn.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  BOchanan.  Caltaoan 
Csihbert,  Faltoa,  King,  Una,  McRotMria,  Smith  or  CoooecU* 
CQL  actirgaon,  T^ipan,  Walker,  Williame,  Woodbury,  Wright, 
aadYoungi— 18. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Bbvtom  on  yesterday,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, to: 

Smeh9d,  TliattlMBecreCaiyof  UMflenatebaditectedtoln- 
clQda  iba  pemitnant  appropriatione  in  the  Uat  of  corraot  ap* 
pvopilatJonB  nuula  eacb  aeaikm,  nowdiractad  to  bepubUahad  by 
law. 

Biessrs.  BENTON  and  WOODBURY  made  a 
few  renuurks,  showing  that,  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  now  authorized  to  make  out  his  report 
for  publication,  it  was  almost  impossible  for  the 
public,  or  even  Senators,  without  much  investiga- 
tion,  to  know  wliat  was  the  actual  amount  of  appro- 
priations annually  made, 

Mr.  EVANS  maintained  that  the  Secretary  of 

the  Senate  could  not  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 

reaolntion.    He  was  required  by  it  to  include  ia 

his  report  of  current  appropriations  all  permanent 

appropriations.    He  could  net  do  it,  because  many 

appropriations  were  made,  not  specific  in  their 

cbaracter,  but  dependent  entirely  upon  the  action 

of  ihc  heads  of  departments.    The  only  thing  that 

the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  could  do,  would  be  to 

Append  to  his  report  the  conjectural  estimates  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  cases  alluded 

to.    Mr.  E.,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  all  after 

the  word  '*resolved,"and  substitute  the  following: 

That  iba  Bpentaxf  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to  append  to  the 
pablicaiion  of  current  appropriationa  now  required  by  law,  the 
amoantof  atandingapproprlatiooB  reported  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Traaauy  to  CS^ngreaa  at  the  commencameot  of  each 


Mr.  BENTON  .accepted  the  substitute,  and  it 
was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  YOUNG  made  a  motion  for  the  postpone^ 
ment  of  the  business  of  the  morning  hour,  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law.  , 

Messrs.  EVANS  and  GRAHAM  assured  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  that  they  did  not  wish  to 
retard  or  postpone  action  on  that  bill;  but  suggest- 
ed to  him  the  propriety  of  gentlemen  first  disposing 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday — bsdng  the 
nawal  appropriation  bill;  after  which,  the  bankrupt 
bill  oonid  be  taken  up  without  opposition. 

Mr.  TOUNG  withdrew  his  motion,  with  the 
anderstandiog  that  the  bankrupt  bill  would  come 
up  so  soon  as  the  naval  bill  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  moved  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  naval  appropria* 
tion  bill. 

Mr.  BATES  said  that  there  had  been  barely  an 
impresaiott  made  on  the  calendar  of  private  claims. 
He  snggestei  that  the  morning  hour  should  not  be 
wasted  in  idle  debate,  but  that  they  should  devote 
the  remainder  of  the  morning  hour  to  the  private 
emlendar. 

"[The  question  .was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reevme  the  consideration  of  the  naval  appropria- 
lion  bill,  and  decided  in  the  afilrmative. 

NAVT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  unfinished  business  was  then  proceeded 
with— -being  the  further  e(maiderati<m  of  the  navy 


appropriation  bill,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole; 
the  question  pending  being  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  EvAMs  to  the  amendment  submitud 
by  Mr.  Williams,  in  relation  to  the  sum  of  |100,- 
000  authorized  by  the  navy  appropriation  bill  of 
last  session,  to  be  expended  on  the  dry-dock  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York;  in  which  a  discretionary 
power  was  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
apply  that  sum,  or  part  of  it,  to  the  construction  of 
a  floating  dry-dock. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Wiluams  was,  in  sub- 
stance, to  authorize,  by  reappropriation,  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Navy  to  expend  the  |100,000  alluded 
to,  with  outstanding  balances  of  former  appropria- 
tions, on  the  construction  of  a  floating  dry-dock  at 
New  York,  in  conformity  with  the  plan  approved 
of  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  him 
to  investigate  the  subject  last  fall;  to  which 
Mr.  EvAMS  moved  an  amendment,  that  the 
expenditure  should  be  upon  such  plan  as, 
upon  a  re-examination  of  the  'subject,  may 
be  approved  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy, 
provided  that  suoh  floating  dry-dock — of  suf- 
ficient capacity  to  raise  a  ship  of  the  line,  if  one  of 
that  sice  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Secretary-* 
shall  be  contracted  to  be  built  by  persons  of  suf- 
ficient responsibility,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
|900,000|  and  one  of  a  sufficient  capacity  to  rai^ 
a  frigate  of  the  first  class — if  one  of  that  size  be 
deemed  suflScient  for  the  service  of  the  navy — shall 
be  contracted  to  be  built  for  the  service,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  $195,000-,  and  whenever  it  may 
be  contracted  for  and  agreed  upon,  the  sum  agreed 
to  be  paid  therefor  shall  not  be  paid  until  the  dock 
is  satisfactorily  tested  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy, 

B6.  WILLIAMS  explained,  at  some  length,  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  believe  that  the 
plan  approved  of  by  the  commissioners  should  be 
adhered  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  contended  that  there  was  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  preference 
that  should  be  given  either  to  that  plan,  or  the  plan 
of  the  sectional  floating  dock.  His  own  mind  was 
made  up,  from  the  mass  of  evidence  before  him, 
that  the  weight  of  testimony  was  in  favor  of  the 
latter.  It  was,  therefore,  with  a  view  of  enabling 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  reconsider  the  whole 
subject,  and  to  take  into  view  the  contingency  that 
it  might  be  desirable  to  contract  for  one  capable  of 
raising  a  ship  of  the  line,  that  he  had  shaped  his 
amendment,  and  specified  the  limitation  of  cost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  maintained  that  the  commis- 
sioners were  competent  judges,  and  had  given  the 
subject  a  thorough  examination.  The  result  of 
their  mature  deliberation  was  the  recommendation 
they  had  made.  He  therefore  gave  it  the  prefer- 
ence. 

Mr.  BAYARD  observed  that,  not  only  on  that 
point,  but  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  floating  dock  at 
all,  there  was  a  difierence  of  opinion  among  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  explained  that  his  intention 
(as  expressed  yesterday)  was,  in  case  any  appro- 
priation should  be  made  for  the  dry-dock  at  Brook- 
lyn, to  ask  for  a  similar  appropriation  for  Pensaco- 
la.  Now,  if,  according  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evavs,]  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  dollars  were  to  be  expended  on  a  float- 
ing dry- dock  at  New  York  for  ships-of-war  of  the 
largest  cla^s — which,  being  few,  might  be  accommo- 
dated more  advantageously  in  the  stone-wall  docks 
already  constructed—he  asked,  would  it  not  be  bet- 
ter to  make  two  floating  dry-docks,  each  capable  of 
raising  a  frigate — one  of  which  might  be  placed  at 
New  York,  and  the  other  at  Pensacola — each  cost- 
ing only  fil00/)00? 

Mr.  PHELPS  preferred  leaving  the  subject  just 
as  it  was  left  by  the  appropriation  bill  of  the  last 
session — at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  apply  the  money  then  authorized  either 
to  the  dry-dock  at  Brooklyn,  or  a  floating  dock,  as 
most  needed  by  the  service. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  this  subject  had  been  con- 
stantly and  urgently  pressed  upon  members  of  Con- 
gress. They  had  been  importuned  without  mercy 
by  thoee  who  were  interested  in  the  matter.  For 
himself,  be  had  been  importuned  almost  to  death. 
The  auhject  had  been  pressed  upon  him,  upon  Con- 


gress, and  upon  the'  country,  in  every  variety  of 
shape.  The  press  had  teemed  with  it,  and  bad 
been  probably  paid  for  its  exertions. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  $100,000  had 
been  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  permanent 
dry  dock  at  Brooklyn;  and  a  clause  was  inserted, 
that  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  after  msking 
the  necessary  examination,  should  decide  auch  a 
dock  to  be  preferable  in  every  point  of  view,  he 
might  apply  the  money  to  |he  construction  of  a 
floating  dock.  The  Secretary  appointed  a  board 
of  commissioners,  consisting  of  three  competent 
gentlemen,  to  make  the  necenary  examination. 
This  commission  did  not  report  in  favor  of  a  float- 
ing dock,  except  as  auxiliary  to  a  permanent  stone 
dock.  It  reported  that  a  floating  dock  could  not 
supersede  a  permanent  dock;  ud,  under  certain 
circumstances,  no  floating  dock  would  be  necessary 
at  all.  He  read  from  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners the  opinion,  that  a  permanent  diy-dock  at 
Brooklyn  would  be  sufficient  for  the  repairs  of  all 
ships  coming  into  New  York  harbor.  Only  in 
leases  of  sadden  emergency  would  a  floating  dock 
be  necessary.  But  at  Pensacola,  it  was  thought,  a 
floating  dock,  sufficient  to  raise  a  sloop-of-war, 
might  be  both  convenient  and  necessary.  It  would 
enable  our  vessels  in  the  Qulf  to  remain  there  to  ' 
protect  our  commerce,  longer  than  they  now  do; 
as  they  have  to  leave  very  often  for  the  dry- docks 
at  Charleston  and  Gh>spoit,  to  undergo  the  slightest 
rspairs. 

The  report  of  these  commissioners  bad  been 
seized  upon  by  the  friends  of  a  floating  dock,  as 
conclusive  that  such  alone  was  the  proper  one  to 
be  erected.    But   the  report  itself  arrived  at  no 
such  conclusion.    A  floating  dock  for  rspairs,  as 
was  the  case  with  the  Yineennes^  might  be  found  ] 
very  convenient;  but  it  could  not,  and  would  not» ' 
answer  for  rebuilding.    This  was  the  conclusion 
of  the  commissioners,  endorsed  by  the  Secretary  of  ^ 
the  Navy.    All  the  Secretary  asked  for  was  an  ap- 
propriation to  erect  a  floating  dock  to  be  stationed 
at  Pensacola,  and  to  institute  further  inquiry  and  - 
examination  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  dry  and 
the  floating  docks  in  question. 

He  thought  the  Gtoveqiment,  under  the  existing 
state  of  its  finances,  ought  to  employ  the  floating 
docks  already  erected  for  the  benefit  of  com* 
merce,  and  pay  them  as  the  owners  of  merchant 
ship  do— *by  the  ton.  The  Vineennes,  one  o(  o'ur 
Government  ships  of  tweitty  guns,  had  been  repair- 
ed in  one  of  these  docks,  abd  others  might  be;  why, 
then,  go  to  the  expense  of  erecting  a  floating  dock 
at  Brooklyn  at  this  timel  He  read  several  pas- 
sages from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  show  that  be  asked  only  for  an  appropriation, 
at  present,  to  erect  the  proposed  floating  dock  at 
Pensacola,  and  to  make  farther  inquiry  as  to  the 
merits  oi  the  two  systems,  now  agitated,  of  con- 
structing these  docks. 

The  debate  on  this  point  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  QRAHAM.  CALHOUN,  BAYARD, 
MILLER,  CHOATB,  WOODBURY,  CONRAD, 
EVANS,  HENDERSON,  and  CUTHBERT; 
snd  the  yeas  and  navs  being  demanded  by  Mr. 
EVANS  on  his  amendment,  they  were  ordered;  and 
it  was  rejected— yeas  10,  nays  96. 

Mr.  QRAHAM  now  submitted  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  WrLLiAMs:] 

To  tulMCitate  for  iu  **Thst  the  Secrttary  of  tbe  Nary  bo 
directad  not  to  apply  or  expend  aay  pan  of  the  appropriation 
of  aiOQ^OOO  meotioned  in  the  ninth  clauae  of  an  act  of  Coogres, 
approTodon  the  4th  day  of  ▲ngrac,  184^  *  making  appropifa' 
tlona  for  tbe  natal  service;'  nor  the  nnezpended  Muaocea  of 
former  appropriatlono  mentioned  m  Mid  act.  for  the  conetruc-- 
tion  of  a  floating  doclc  at  Broolclyn,  or  In  tlie  harbor  of  New 
York;  and  thia  ahali  not  be  undentood  aa  reviving  or  confer- 
ring any  anlhoriu  thereby  to  proceed  with  the  constructioa  of 


be  applicable  to  the  conitructioo  of  a  floating  dock  at  Penta^ 
cola,  of  the  capacity  fur  the  repair  of  frigates  of  the  smaller 
class,  and  aponmeh  plan  as  the  iSecietaiy  of  the  Navy  shaU 
approve.** 

A  long  discussion  ensued  on  this  amendment,  in 

tbe  course  of  which  it  was  maintained  by  Messrs. 

WALKER,  CALHOUN,  ALLEN,  and  WOOD- 

BURT,  that  if  an  experiment  was  to  be  tried  either 

between  two  plans  of  a  floating  dock,  or  between 

a  floating  dock  and  a  stone«wall  dock,  with  a  view 

I  of  testing  whether  the  floating  dock  would  snpeiseda 
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the  necessity  for  a  stone-wall  dock,  the  experiment 
ought  to  be  tried  at  New  York.  Mr.  BAYARD  con- 
Icadiog  that  no  experiment  was  to  be  made,  as  the 
eapabilitj  of  a  floating  dock  for  repairs  had  been 
already  satisfactorily  tested,  and  its  incapacity  for 
building  ships  decided. 

Mr.  Graham*s  amendment  was  sustained  by 
himself  and  Mr.  CONRAD. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  this  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  29,  nays  17. 
*  The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate, 
and  the  several  amendments  made  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  with  the  exception  of  that  relating  to 
#50,000  to  the  medical  bureau  for  paying  off  ar- 
rearages, and  the  last  amendment,  [Mr.GaiHiM^,] 
were  concurred  in. 

In  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  |5(t,000  pro> 
posed  by  the  amendment  made  in  committee  of  the 
whole  for  paying  off  arrearages  ascertained  by  the 
medical  bureau- 
Mr.  WILLIAMS  explained  the  estimateir  of  the 
bureau  itself,  with  a  view  of  showing,  that  there 
would  be  enough  without  this  $50,000  to  pay  the 
arrearages. 

Mr.  EVANS  differed  flrom  his  colleague  on  this 
point,  and  contended  that  the  arrearages,  amount- 
ing to  |89,753  77,  would  swallow  up  the  whole  ap- 
propriation for  medicines,  dkc. 

After  a  good  deal  of  discussion  between  the  two 
Senators,  it  appeared  that  ^me  changes  made  in 
the  House,  bjr  which  a  few  vessels  would  be  thrown 
out  of  commission,  would  necessarily  lessen  the 
estimates  about  |10,000;  which  Mr.  B.  undertook 
to  strike  off  the  appropriations  after  the  adoption 
of  the  committee's  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  concnrred  in. 

Mr.  GaiHAM's  amendment,  adopted  in  commit- 
tee, next  came  up,  and  was  read. 

.  Mr.  TALLM ADGB  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  as  a  £ubstnte: 

**And  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  apply  |100,000  of  the  appropriation  men- 
tioned in  the  9th  clause  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved on  the  4ih  day  of  August,  1843,  entiUed 
*Aa  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser« 
vice  of  184V  and  the  halances  of  former  appro- 
priations mentioned  in  said  act,  to  the  conatnieiion 
of, a  floating  dpy:doek  at  Brooklyn^  New  York, 
upon  the  plan  preierred  by  the  oommissioners  ap- 
pgintcd  for  that  purpose;  and  if  the  said  dock 
prove  satisfaot^ry  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
th^  the  Secretary  is  hereby  authoriaed  to  conatruct 
a.sunilar  dook  at  PeasaiBola,  of  a  proper  size  for 
ffjgates  of  the  amaUest  class,  at  a  sum  not  to  ex- 
ceed $100,000;  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  BAYARD  contended  that  this  was  a  propo- 
sition to  force  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  an 
appropriation  of  $100,000  moDp  than  he  himself 
calls  for,  or  says  is  necessary,  contrary  to  Us  ex- 
press remonstrance;  for  he  says  he  does  not  want 
a  Jbating  doek  at  New  York  at  all.  He  says  it 
woald  be  wholly  vnoeoeMry. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  if  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  not  called  for  a  dry-dock  at  Brooklyn. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said,  in  a  former  import  he  had; 
but  that  would  cost  a  million  of  dollars;  and,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  the  Secretary  did 
not  ask  to  proseemte  iL  He  says  the  docks  already 
in  use  are  ample  enough  for  a  much  larger  navy 
than  ours,  and  will  be  sufficient,  in  time  of  peace, 
for  years  to  come. 

Mr,  WALKER  Called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  subjeot  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
ALLEN,  BAYARD,  WILLI ABIS.  WOOD- 
BURY,  and  CALHOUN;  and  the  amendment 
(Mr.TAUJiADaB*s)wa8  rejected— yeas  17,  nays 
7S,  as  follows: 

YJBAS-rMoMn.  Allen,  Buby.  Calhoun,  GhoatcuCiafii^  Cath* 
b«rt,  Fulton,  Kerr.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Wal- 
kw,  Wilcox,  WiniaiM,  Woodbvry,  WrighciraM  Voun^ir. 

NAYB— Memn  Arcbes^  Barrow,  Bioas,  Bayard,  lieaion, 
Berrien,  Buchanan.  Clayton)  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Dbyton, 
Evens,  Graham.  Henderton,  Hnntington,  LinnjIlcRoberte, 
MaQgom,  Blernck,  milar,  HorriMad,  and  Plielp»-.22. 

The  question  then  recuried  on  the  amendment 
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of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  GaABAM^,) 
and  it  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation **for  the  support  of  Africans  recaptured  on 
the  coast  of  Africa  or  elsewhere,  and  returned  to 
Africa  by  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 

#5,000." 

Mr.  B.  made  some  observations  not  distinctly 
heard  in  the  gallery;  but  they  were  understood  to 
relate  to  the  African  squadron. 

Hr.  EVANS  assured  the  Senator  that  this  appro- 
priation had  nothing  to  do  with  the  African  squad- 
ron. It  was  an  appropriation  annually  made  for 
the  spf cific  purpose  which  it  states.  Whatever  the 
Senator  had  to  say  about  the  African  squadron, 
would  more  appropriately  apply  to  another  bill 
from  the  House,  which  would  be  under  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate  in  a  few  days.  It  was  a  bill 
for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 

What  followed  was  so  imperfectly  heard  in  the 
gallery,  that  it  is  rather  by  inference  than  otherwise 
it  was  understood  that  Mr.  ^ENTON,  with  a  view 
of  addressing  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  appro- 
priations for  the  treaty,  wished  to  have  an  adjourn- 
ment; and  Mr.  EVANS  urged  that  the  Senator 
might  allow  this  bill  to  proceed,  and  reserve  his 
purpose  for  the  House  bill,  yet  to  eome  up;  on 
which  he  said  he  could  move  an  amendment,  to  the 
effect  that  no  money  appropriated  by  this  appro- 
priation bill  should  be  applied  to  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  African  squadron.  This  would 
bring  up  the  whole  question.  It  was  also  under- 
stood that  Mr.  BENTON  asked  the  chairman  of 
the  Ck)mmittee  on  Foreign  Relations  if  any  infor- 
mation had  been  received  by  ^his  Gk)vernment  that 
the  British  ministry  did  not  coastme  the  treaty  In 
the  same  light  it  was  viewed  by  the  Executive,  as 
to  the  old  British  claim  of  the  right  of  search. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  understood  to  say  he  was 
unadvised  on  that  subject,  but  would  endeavor  to 
be  able  to  answer  the  filenator  in  the  morning. 

The  adjournment  not  being  pressed,  the  question 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Bbhtoit^  motion  to  strike  out 
the  |5,000  appropriation  for  returning  eaptured 
Africans  to  the  coast  of  Afhea*  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  gave  notice  that  to«morrow 
he  wouhl  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  btll  in  relation 
to  holding  a  court  in  the  western  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Messrs.  WALKER  and  CRITTENDEN  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  of  cer- 
tain claimants. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  to  take  up  the  bankrupt 
bill,  with  a  view  of  passing  it  over  informally,  that 
it  might  be  the  first  thing  in  order  after  the  morn- 
ing hour  to-morrow. 

The  House  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act,  and 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, were  accordingly  taken  up,  and,  on  motion, 
passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  BAYARD  called  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ator firom  Missouri  [Mr.  Bkntom]  to  the  resolution 
which  he  (Mr.  Batard)  had  introduced  early  in 
the  session,  and  to  which  the  Senator  had  offered 
an  amendment — he  meant  the  resolution  to  rescind 
the  expunging  resolution.  His  object  was  to  fix 
some  time  for  taking  the  votA  on  the  amendment 
and  resolution.  At  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
when  there  was  so  much  business  to  be  done,  he 
had  no  intention  of  making  a  speedi,  or  raising  a 
discussion  on  the  subject;  and  would  be  perfectly 
willing  to  let  both  go  to  the  vote  at  once.  But  if 
the  Senator  had  a  speech  to  make  on  his  amend- 
ment, and  would  fix  a  day  for  taking  the  vote,  he 
might  do  so. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  Senator  could  recom- 
mend his  own  time. 

Mr.  BAYARD  proposed  Friday  next,  during  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought,  in  consideration  of 
the  pressing  business  yet  to  be  accompli£hed,  Fri- 
day week  would  be  better.  There  were  but  eight 
days  of  the  session  left  to  get  through  the  most  im- 
portant business.  The  question  could  not  k>e  taken 
on  these  resolutions  without  discussion. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  BAYARD, 


ARCHER,  and  BUCHANAN,  the  sublecti^ 
dropped;  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

^  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENtATIVte. 
Wkdiissdat,  February  23, 1843. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  (he  petition  of  Ao^ 
Ring  and  67  other  citizens  of  Lubec,  Maina,prtT. 
ing  Congress  for  an  additional  duty  on  sawed  iQa^ 
her,  spars,  piles,  wood,  bark,  Ac.  from  the  British 
provinces;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Revolutionary  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  ia 
the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  John  Winstoo* 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table,  ud 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  the  House  to  tike  tip 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asahel  Brainaid,  a  man  who 
was  literally  shot  to  pieces  in  the  last  war.  Ik 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  PAYNE  reported,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Private  Land  Claims,  Senate  bill  No.  109,beiagtt 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Fi^; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whoh 
oa  the  Btate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  DANIEL  presented  a  petition  in  r«!atioaio 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800:  referred  to^ 
Committee  oi  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  Hr 
Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  adied  leave  to  piesent  a  vuii^ 
of  petitions  in  his  possession,  which  hebadtm 
prevented  from  presenting  on  Monday,  thensoil 
petition  day,  by  the  House  going  into  OommitKe 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MALLORT  objected. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  suspension  of  tbenki, 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  present  his  petitions. 

Mr.  MALLORY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  najs  oa 
the  motion,  and  they  were  ordered* 

Mr.^  STANLY  suggested  to  the  gentlenm  (ram 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  that,  as  the  Hoais 
was  thin,  he  bald  better  let  his  motioa  lie  orv 
until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER  concurred  in  the  prophetjof 
the  suggestion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  woaldagree  to  let  the  e«- 
mittees  be  called,  provided  the  vote  shontd  «• 
mediately  afterwards  be  taken. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  on  th«  coniaiUMi 
for  reports. 

Mr.  S.  J.  ANI^EWS,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Commerce,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  fartiier 
consideration  of  various  petitions:  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  from  the  Committee  oa  the  Poit 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  Senate  bill  113, 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  the  Assistant  Post- 
masters General  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  (be 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  also  reported  a  reselation  iim 
the  same  committee,  to  the  effect  that  Moadtj 
next  shall  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  aJi 
snch  business  as  shall  have  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  aad 
remains  not  acted  oo. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDRSWS  inquired  whether  Ibi 
resolution  included  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
hibit private  expressed  If  it  did,  he  should  now 
to  lay  the  resolation  on  the  table,  as  he  was  op- 
posed to  that  bill  in  every  shape. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  replied  that  it  included  aU  bilk 
reported  from  the  committee. 

The  resolution  (requiring  two-thirds)  wis  ro* 
jectcKl. 

Bflr.  CHAPMAN,  by  direction  of  the  Comait- 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  moved  to  discharge  the  Om- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  from  the  fiirther  consideiatim 
of  the  bill  in  relation  lo  the  two  per  cent  fond  at 
Alabama  under  the  distribution  law. 

The  motion  was  rejected.  - 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ja* 
dieiary,  reported  a  bill  to  authonae  asarrey  of  Ihe 
north  line  of  the  reservation  for  the  halfbreedisj 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  under  the  trsaty  of  (v 
80ih  August,  1834.  ^  . 

The  bill  iR^as  ordered  to  be  eag rossed,  and  ibea 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. , 
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.Mir^TB^MBULL,  from  the  same  cdihmittee, 
made  an  adverse  report. 

MeswB.  MAYNARP  and  HALL,  from  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary*  Pensions,  made 
sundry  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  LlNNy  from  t]ie .Committee  on  Public  Bx* 
peaditures^  reported  a  resolotiop,  calling  oa  the 
several  officers  and  heads  of  departments  for  in- 
fjOrmatipn  as  to  whether  the  17ih  section  of 
the  act  of  last  session,  requiring,  a  report  of  the 
eontingeiit  ^expenses  of  the  departments,  printing, 
dbc^  had  been  complied  with. 

*)lne  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee 
oa  Ckuainerce,  reported  a  bill  to  flx  the  salary  of 
*the  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  Md.; 
a  ji>iU-  in  aid  of  the  Nantucket  Marine  Canal 
Company;  and  a  bill  to  auihoriae  the  construction 
ci,  a  wharf  Bl  the  custom-house  at  New  London: 
read  twice,  and  fefened  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House.     : 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  resolution  requesting 
tbe  Secretary  .of  War  to  inform  the  House  whether 
the  pay  of  Major  General  Gaines  had  been  reduced 
to  that  of  a  brigadi/er  general;  when  such  reduction 
took  place;  by  whose  order;  and  the  reasons  there- 
for. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  drOfik&LY,  from  Ihe  Fame|committee,'re-» 
ported  a  joint  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
caase  a  aword  (to  cost  |1,000)  to  be  made,  aud  pre- 
sented to  Qtn.  Clinch,  for  his  services  and  good 
aondq^t  at  the  baM^  pf  Withlaeoochie,  in  t*loridat 
lead  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  df  the 
"^nni^lc  on  the  state  of  the  Uoion. 

Mr.  ApAMS»  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AlTairs,  reported  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  all 
debate  upon  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  claimants  un- 
der; French  spoliations  pjior  to  1800,  shall  cease  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  to-morrow  at  two 
o^^ock 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  whether  the 
subject  had  ever  been  taken  up  in  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  last  session. 

Bir»  dAtJNDERS  moved.to  lay  the  resolution  on 
t|aa  table.    This  motion  was  adopted — ayes  89, 
80. 


Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee oJC  the  Wbolo  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
This  motion  «aa  adopted — ayes  84,  noes  50. 

•Befora  the  House  went  into  committee^  Mr. 
ADAMS  rcisei  and  asked  that  the  vote  might  be 
taken  on  his  tnotion  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  preset  his  petitions. 

ObjeetipB  was  made  in  various  quarters;  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  induce  Mr.  STANLY  to 
nofe  a  reeoasideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
House  bad  determined  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whoku  The  reconsideration  was  carried,  aad  Mr, 
FILLMORE  withdrew  his  motion  to  go  into  eom- 
mitiee. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INQERSOLL  rose,  and  asked  leave 
to  offer  a  resolution  4»f  inquiry  (in  relation  to  the 
coBstmetion  put  by  tbe  Biitish  Government  upon 
the  treaty  of  Washington.) 

Obieetkn  was  made;  and,  after  much  confusion, 
the  Speaker  resumed  the  call  of  committees  for 
rttocis. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Everard;  which  was  read  three  times 
aad  passed. 

Messrs.  S.  K.  CLARKE,  AYCRIGG,  and  A. 
TOUNGy  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions,  made  adverse  reports. 

tdr.  TQRKE  endeavored  to  get  in  a  resolution 
for  meeting  at  10  o^clock  hereafter.  Objections 
were  made  ia  all  quarters  of  the  hall. 

Mu  TILLINCtHAST,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Ldbrtifyt  reported  a  joint  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  statue  of  Washington;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the 
Union.       .  . 

VariQUs  members  endeavored  to  obtain  action 
moB  business. relating  to  their  consiiiuents;  but  the 
Mouse  refused  to  depart  from  the  rules. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  House  to  take  the  ques* 
tjoB  now.  on  his  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  al- 
low him  to  present  petitions. 


Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  the  petition  on  the 
desk  of  the  fentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  was  one  of  the  petitions  which  he  wished 
to  present 

[The  gentleman  from  Virginia  pointed  to  the 
manomoth  petition  on  frame- work,  which  we  de- 
scribed some  few  days  since.] 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  reply  that 
that  was  one  of  the  petitions  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  wished  to  present. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  whether  it  was  signed  by  a 
runaway  slave  from  Virginia.    [Cries  of  "Order."] 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  was  to  suspend 
for  the  presentation  of  petitions  generally. 

:Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  inquired  if  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  they  were. 

Mr.  L.  W.'  ANDRE; WS  inquired  if,  the  motion 
to  suspend  were  sustained,  whether  it  would  sus- 
pend objections  to  petitions  of  a  particular  descrip- 
tion, also. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it>ould  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  resulted 
thus:  Teas  80,  naya  103. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

BRITISH  CONSTRUCTION /)F  THE  TREA- 
TY OP  WASHINGTON. 
Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  again  offered  his  reso- 
lution; which  was  in  these  terms; 

ReMiogdt  That  the  President  be  nqiieate4  to  oommuDlGata 
to  this  House  (if  Dot,  in  his  opinion,  improper)  whatever  cor> 
respondence  or  communication  maV  have  been  recelred  from 
the  British  Government  respectlnff  toe  President's  construction 
of  tbe  lais  British  treaty  condumdAt  Washington,  as  it  con* 
cecns  an  alleged  right  to  visit  American  vessels. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lutien. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGl^RSOLL  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  reception  of  his  resolution;  and 
on  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  but,  before  the  vote  was  taken,  he 
wished  an  extract  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk  from  a 
speech  delivered  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  the  British 
Parliament  on  this  subject,  which  was  of  infinitely 
more  Importance  than  any  other  that  could  be 
brought  before  tbe  House. 

Tbe  ejctract  was  in  the  following  terms: 

I  rejoice  that  tbe  hooorable  gentleman  has  given  me  an  op< 
portoDiiv  of  making  some  observations  on  the  late  message  of 
tbePferideotofthe  United  States.  The  sincere  andeAinest 
dasin  1  have  al  way*  enjtertviDed  for  the  maintenance  of  a  good 
understanding  between  this  country  and  the  United  States,  and 
(he  spirit  in  which  I  have  always  spoken  of  America,  makes  it 
a  dooblT  painful  doty  to  me  to  hare  to  refer  to  that  message; 
which,  I  am  socry  to  say,  does  not  give  a  correct  account  ofthe 
neftoiiations  relative  to  the  right  of  visit 

Perhaps  I  may  do  right  to  confirm  what  the  hooorable  gen* 
Beman  has  saki,  (hat  thero  is  nothing  %iore  distinct  than  the 
light  o(  visit  is  fiom  the  right  of  «eareh.  Search  is  a  belliger- 
ent right,  and  not  to  be  exercised  In  tinie  of  peace,  except  when 
it  has  been  conceded  by  treaty.  The  right  or  search  extends  not 
only  u>  the  vessel,  but  to  the  carco  also.  The  right  of  visit  is 
quite  distina  from  this,  though  the  two  an  oAen  confounded. 
The  right  of  search,  with  respect  to  American  vessels,  we  en- 
ilntly  and  utterly  disclaim.  Nay,  more:  if  we  knew  (hat  an 
Amecioan  vessel  was  famished  with  all  tho  materials  requlslto 
for  the8lave.irade— if  we  knew  that  the  decks  were  prepand 
to  receive  hundreds  of  hunuui  beings  within  a  space  in  which 
life  is  almost  impossible,  sUllws  should  be  bound  to  let  that 
Asiericaik  vessel  pass  on.  But  the  right  we  claim  is,  to  know 
whether  a  vessel  pretending  to  be  American,  and  hoisting  the 
American  flag,  be6ona  jlde  American. 

There  must  be  some  ^reat  misoodetstanding  upon  Che  sub- 
ject: but,  oonaidering  the  importance  of  maintainhig  this  right— 
a  rl^ht  not  peculiar  to  England;  considering  tliat  we  are  con* 
tending  for  a  right  which  is  the  only  security  affalost  fraud, 
against  the  grossest  abuses  by  parties  interested  in  this  iniqui- 
tous trafllc}  considering  thai  we  are  now  the  advocatm  of  a 
principle  necessary  for  the  interests  and  security  of  all  mari- 
time nations,— it  is  my  duty  to  state,  in  the  face  ofthe  House 
of  Commons,  that  the  claim  to  the  right  of  visitatk>n  contended 
for  in  the  deepatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  has  not  been  reiloquished; 
that,  on  this  subject,  there  was  made  no  concession  wbateven 
and  that  to  the  principles  laid  down  In  the  despatch  of  Lord 
Aberdeen  we  adhere  at  this  moment.  [Cheen  from  both  aides 
ofthe  House.] 

With  respect  to  the  treaty  which  we  have  entered  into  with 
the  United  States:  In  signing  that  treaty,  we  consMer  that  we 
have  abandoned  no  right  of  visitation.  We  do  not  understand 
from  the  United  States  that  they  entered  into  that  treaty 
with  any  engagement  from  us  to  abandon  the  right  of  visita- 
tion, which,  if  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  question  of 
the  slave-trade,  we  thought  that  it  was  a  step  in  advance  when 
the  United  States  professed  a  readiness  to  despatch  a  naval 
force  to  the  coast  of  Ainca  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the 
slave-trade.  We  did  not  accept  the  detachment  of  that  naval 
force  as  an  equivalent  for  any  right  which  we  claimed;  yet, 
sUH  we  thought  that,  for  a  great  country  like  the  United  States 
to  take  that  step  with  us  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  although  the 
powei  of  visitation  Is  limited  under  the  treaty  In  such  cnso 
although  we  claim  ooricbt  to  visli  slaren,  bonajide  Ameri- 
can, and  the  right  Is  to  be  exercised  by  vessels  of  the  United 
States— we  thought  it,  I  say.  a  step  in  advance  towards  tha 
lUiiaiateranprMiltnof  the  ilava-tnuk  tcaeeede  lo  tiiapropo. 
riUon  of  th6UQi(ad6iai««. «  *^  ^^ 


But  in  acceding  to  that,  we  have  not  abandoned  our  clainu 
in  the  slightest  d^ree;  nor  did  it  ever  make  any  part  of  our  in- 
untion,  a^rioj5  the  conuroversy,  to  abandon  the  right  to  wliich 
we  lay  claim  in  the  despatch  I  have  mentioned.  [Hear,  hear, 
hear.)  We  have  not  contented  ourselves,  sir,  with  leaving  this 
fact  to  become  known  by  a  declaration  in  this  House;  but  since 
the  appearance  of  the  President's  message,  we  have  taken  an 
opportunity  of  intimating  te  the  United  States  the  construction 
we  place  on  tbe  treaty.  [Cheers.]  I  trust,  sir,  that  I  have 
said  enough  to  satisfy  tho  House  on  this  point.  I  trusL  also, 
that  although  compelled  to  avow  a  material  difference  of  opin. 
ion  between  the  two  Governments  upon  this  material  quesuon, 
I  have  stated  this  difference  of  opinion  with  the  respect 
which  1  wish  to  maintain  towards  the  high  authorities  or  the 
United  States.   (Hear,  hear.] 

Objections  were  still  made;  and  the  Clerk  began 
to  call  the  roil  on  the  question  of  snspension  of  the 
rales,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  had.  been  orders 
ed — great  anxiety  being  maoifested  throngb  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  WISE  rese  when  the  Clerk  had  called  a 
few  names,  and  said,  if  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Honse  to  adopt  the  resolniioo,  he  would  withdraw 
his  objection. 

The  call  was,  therefore,  suspended*  and  the  wao» 
lution  was  adopted. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  general  appropriation  bills. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Qilhsb  took 
the  c|iair. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  eommiiiee 
take  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  navy 
pensions. 

Mr.  CU3HINQ  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  carryiog  into  effect  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
iogton. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  agreed  to;  and,  aAer  the  bill  had  been  read 
through,  and  no  amendment  proposed,  it  was  laid 
aside,  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee take  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  fuiOl 
Indian  treaties;  and,  as  his  motion  was  agreed  to, 
he  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  strike  oat  an  item  for 
the  pavment  of  a  demand  for  articles  furnished  on 
the  order  of  Mr.  Doty,  the  commissioner  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  JAMES  COOPER,  from  tbe  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  by  direction  of  that  committee, 
opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out,  and  explained  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  articles  were  fur- 
nished. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  replied. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  COOPER  of 
Pennsylvania,  REYNOLDS,  and  JOHN  C.  ED- 
WARDS, in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  and 
from  Messrs.  FILLMORE  and  ISAAC  D.  JONES 
in  lits  favor,  tbe  question  was  taken  on  the  amend** 
ment,  and  it  was  rejected> 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  an  amendment 
was  adopted,  appropriating  four  hiindred  and  odd 
dollars  for  ihe  removal  of  250  of  the  New  York 
Indians  west  of  tbe  MississippL 

On  moiion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  a  fhrther 
ainendment  was  adopted,  appropriating  |I 5,000 
for  the  payment  and  subsistence  of  certain  Cboo- 
taw  Indians  while  attending,  as  witnesses,  the  in- 
vestigations, by  acommittee  ofthe  House,  of  claima 
arising  under  the  Choctaw  treaty.  Also,  a  modifi- 
cation, of  the  bill,  so  as  to  include  an  appropriation 
of  |403,  paid  for  the  ransom  of  two  white 'boys 
from  the  Camanches. 

Mr.  GK)GGIN  offered  an  amendment,  appropri- 
ating )(I2,000  to  satisfy  certain  contracts  entered 
into  in  1836,  by  General  Jesup,  wiih  certain  Creek 
chiefs;  which,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Q.y 
was  agreed  to.    . 

Mr.  J.  COOPER  offered  an  amendment,  appro- 
priating |67,400  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
tbe  Choctaw  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
pursuance  of  the  treaty  of  1830;  also,  an  amend* 
ment,  appropriating  |51,000  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  Chippewa  treaty  of  October  4,  1842;  both  of 
which  were  agreed  to. 

Several  other  amendments  were  made;  and  the 
bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  that  the  fortifier* 
tion  bill  be  uken  up;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to, 
I      Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  that  the  appropriatioi^ 
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be  leduced  one-half;  and  be  proceeded  *lo  advocate 
bis  motion  for  reirenchmenc. 

Mr.  R  addressed  the  Hoaee  for  some^^iimeon 
his  motion;  bnt 

The  CAHIR  arrested  bis  remarks,  saying  that 
the  motion  was  not  in  order;  and,  therefore,  there 
was  no  qaestion  before  the  committee. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  REY- 
NOLDS, the  bill  was  laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  the  bill 
authorizing  the  eiamination  and  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  was  considered; 
and  no  amendment  being  offered  thereto,  it  was 
laid  aside,  to  be  reported. 

Un  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  committee 
neit  look  op  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  improvement  ef  certain  harbors  and  rivers, 
and  for  continning  the  Cnmberlan'd  road,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and  the  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  to  strikeout  the  first 
section  of  the  bili.  Unless  this  Guvernment  had 
made  up  its  mind  to  contract  a  debt  as  large  as  that 
of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  G.  said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  was  time  to  stop  these  enormous  appropria- 
tions for  such  objects  as  were  contained  in  the  bill. 
Here  they  were  without  credit,  without  the  ability 
to  carry  on  the  Government,  except  by  borrowing 
and  with  little  ability  to  borrow;  and  yet  they  were 
called  on  to  go  all  round  the  United  States,  giving 
a  bonus  to  every  section,  and  to  pan  a  bill  which 
would  involve  the  Government  in  debt  for  many 
years  to  come — and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  ihey 
could  not  pay  the  current  expenses  for  one  year. 
It  appeared  to  him  that,  if  gentlemen  would  re- 
flect, they  would  see  the  impropriety  of  such  a 
course  of  extravagance.  They  could  not  tell 
whether  the  tariff  would  produce  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  millions,  and  some  thought  that  it  would  not 
yield  ten  millions. 

It  would  seem  to  him,  therefore,  that  to  make 
such  appropriations  at  a  time  like  this,  would  be  a 
speeies'of  improvidence  titat  no  man  could  justify. 
As  his  object  was  to  defeat  the  bill,  he  had  made 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man was  in  order;  but  it  would  not  reach  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view,  inasmuch  as,  before  putting 
that  question,  (the  bill  having  but  that  one  sec- 
tion,) It  would  be  in  order  for  gentlemen  to  offer 
amendments  to  make  it  more  perfect.   ' 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  that  the  proper  motion 
for  the  gentleman  to  make  wonldbe,  that  the  com- 
mittee rise,  and  report  the  bill,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  be  rejected. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  accordingly  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion, and  moved  that  the  committee'  rise,  and  report 
the  bill  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that ' 
it  be  rejected. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected,  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order;  but 

The  CHAIR  overruled  the  objection. 

Mr.  BARNARD  then  addressed  the  committee 
at  length  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  addressed  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  and  concluded  by  moving  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills 
to  the  House  on  which  the  committee  had  acted, 
and  the  progress  on  the  harbors  and  rivers  bill. 

The  navy  pension  bill  was  then  ordered* to  be 
engrossed,  and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  to  fulfil  treaties 
with  Indian  tribes  was  next  taken  up;  and,  after 
some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHN- 
SON, J.  C.  EDWARDS,  and  others  took  part,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  fortification  appropriation  bili,  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  examination  and  survey  of  the  harbor 
of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  the  other  bills  acted 
upon  in  committee,  were  disposed  of  in  like 
manner. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  army  bill  were  insisted 
upon,  and  a  committee  of  conference  appointed  to 
meet  a  like  committee  of  the  Senate. 

Several  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read  twice, 
and  committed.    They  were: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hatchinson. 


A  bill  to  indemnify  Major  General  Andrew 
Jackson. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Wm.  McPhersoa. 

A  variety  of  executive  communications  were 
then  presented  to  the  House;  amongst  which  was  a 
reply  to  resolutions  of  this  House  in  relation  to  the 
capture  of  Monterey  by  Captain  Jones,  who  has 
been  recalled  for  that  act.  Also,  copies  of  the  eor- 
respondenee  which  has  taken  place  between  the 
consul  of  the  United  Stales  at  Tangier  and  the 
Government  of  Morocco. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  3,500  copies  of 
the  individual  report  of  Mr.  Atcbioo,  a  member  of 
the  committee  on  the  coast  survey,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  reported  a  bill  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  the  title  of  which  was  not 
heard. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CAMPBELL  ap|>ea]ed  to  the  House 
to  take  up  bill  No.  649 — being  his  bill  to  suspend 
the  districting  section  of  the  apportionment  bill; 
but,  on  a  motion  to  that  effect, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thubsdat,  Febraary  23, 1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  (<m.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  State  Department, 
transmitting  further  returns  in  relation  to  the 
operations  of  the  bankrupt  law,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Decem- 
ber, 1843;  which  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  HUNT- 
INGTON, laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  presented  a  communication  from  the  State 
Department,  transmitting  statements  showing  the 
number  and  description  of  passengers  who  have 
arrived  from  foreign  countries  in  each  collection 
district  of  the  United  States  in  each  quarter,  during 
the  year,  according  to  the  returns  made  to  that 
department  by  the  collectors;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  two  memorials  from 
the  Philadelphia  Anti-Slavery  Society^ — one  asking 
for  such  amendment  of  th?  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States  as  will  pat  an  end  to  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  other  against 
the  admission  of  Texab  and  Florida,  as  States,  into 
the  Union. 

The  question  of  the  reception  of  these  memorials 
was  on  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  joint  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  asking  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  bills  of  the 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  be  received  in 
payment  (eqnal  to  the  amount  of  the  3  per  cent, 
fund  belonging  to  that  State,  not  yet  paid  over  to 
her)  foi*  the  public  lands  sold  in  that  State,  reported 
a  bill  relating  to  the  mode  of  payment  of  the 
two  per  cent,  relinquished  to  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  SMITH  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported back,  withont  amendment.  Senate  bill  ma- 
king donations  of  land  in  several  States  for  the 
education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  blind,  and 
for  the  relief  of  insane  persons. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  withont  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  they  do  pass,  the  bill  from, 
the  House  for  the  relief  of  Robert  T.  Spence*, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ssmuel  Weller;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hodgkin. 

Mr.  G.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  be  rejected,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Lieut.  T.  W.  Smith. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  praying  aa  ap- 
propriation for  the  erecuon  of  a  marine  hospital 
at  or  near  that  place;  on  the  ground  that  the  com- 
mittee was  opposed  to  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rial. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  ceconunendaiion  that  it  be  indefinitely 


postponed,  the  bill  from  the  House,  entitled  An  ict 
tor  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Key  Wm. 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  ^ 

Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  reoommendttio& 
that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.Nonis. 

Also  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee 
with  an  amendment.  House  bill  entitled  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  or  near  Oeracoke 
North  Carolina.  ** 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  pr^ 
vious  ord«r8  were  postponed,  and  the  akove  hill 
wa<i  laken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  H.  explained  the  nature  of  the  amendmeat. 
It  was  then  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  Senate;  and,  according  to  order,  was  reid  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  Committee  on  Copumeree,  report- 
ed a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  continoiogim. 
provements  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  lliaisef, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut;  which  was  read,  ud 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  H.y  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
bad  been  recommitted  the  House  bill  entitled 
An  act  to  reduce  the  number  and  compeast- 
tion  of  the  officers  and  other  persons  employed  in 
the  port  of  New  York,  reported  the  same  back, 
with  an  amendment,  striking  ont  the  whole  bill,aad 
substituting  another  for  it,  providing  that  the  whole 
amoiut  of  compensation,  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  at  that  place,  shall  be  reduced  so  as  not  10 
exceed  |388,500. 

Mr.  H.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  wu 
referred,  some  time  since,  so  much  of  the  annul 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
memorials  of  the  Chambers  of  ComiAeroe  and 
Boards  of  Trade  of  the  several  States  in  faror  of 
the  adoption  of  the  warehousing  system,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  asserting  thit 
it  is  inexpedient,  at  the  present  session  of  Congrest, 
to  establish  the  warehousing  system;  and  reeom- 
mending  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  H.  said  the  report  and  resolution  were  the 
act  of  a  majority  of  the  committee;  and  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  who  were  friendly  to 
the  system,  and  who  differed  fr&m  them  as  to  tbt 
expediency  of  its  adoption,  would  present  iheir 
views  in  a  separate  report.  He  wished  merely  to 
remark  chat  the  main  object  ef  the  eommiUee  wu 
to  examine,  somewhat  at  large,  what  was  called  the 
incidental  liberal  warehoosing  system,  to  which 
the  committee  does  not  agree.  Iliey  beliercd  dot 
it  was  inexpedient,  at  this  session,  to  legislate  Qpoa 
the  subject.  He  would  not,  then,  say  that,  at 
some  other  time,  a  system  might  not  be  proper.  A 
majority  of  the  committee,  in  considering  it  in  a 
financial  point  of  view,  concurred  la  (be  opiaioa 
that  such  a  system  would  take  from  the  revenae, 
during  the  calendar  yeair,  fVom  three  to  four  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars.  The  estimate  of  the  net 
revenue  from  the  port  of  New  York  alone,  wts 
about  eight  millions.  The  effect  of  thesystBO, 
then,  would  be  to  reduce  it  to  five  or  six  millions. 
The  committee,  therefore,  in  the  present  eoaditiea 
of  the  finances,  could  not  recommend  the  systeia 
prayed  for  in  the  memorials. 

Mr.  KINO  said,  being  on  the  Committee  ii 
Commerce,  to  which  the  subject  of  the  warehoosing 
system  had  been  referred  for  examination,  and,  en* 
tertaining  views  different  from  those  of  «  majority 
cf  the  committee,  the  Senator  ftom  New  York  [Mr. 
WaiUHT]  and  himself  believing  that  a  properly  Rg* 
ulated  warehousing  system  would  be  greatly  sdnB* 
tageous  to  the  cqpumeicial  and  shipping  interests  of 
the  country,  had  prepared  their  views  in  the  fora 
of  a  minority  report,  to  go  out  to  the  country  with 
the  report  of  the  majority.  They  conceived  it  dae 
to  the  country  and  to  themselves  that  they  shonld 
take  this  course,  as  it  was  a  subject  of  great  im* 
portance.  It  was  proper  that  they  shonld  do  so, 
that  the  attention  of  those  who  were  pardenliriy 
interested  should  be  directed  to  iu  In  regard  to  the 
financial  point  involved  in  this  system,  he  woqm 
only  say,  that  when  this  snbjeet  was  proposed  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  behid 
opposed  the  motion^  believbg  that  it  ihrolnd  1 
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vtry  important  financial  qneslion;  but  the  Senate 
look  a  difoent  view  of  it,  and  leferred  it  to  the 
Oommittee  oo  Commerce,  as  a  commercial  ques- 
lioD.  The  members  of  the  committee  took  it  up 
ooly  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  and  had  pre- 
sented their  ? iewa  for  the  country.  He  hoped  that 
the  report  of  the  minority  would  be  received,  and 
•  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  remarked  that  the  Sena- 
lor.from  Alabanaa  had  stated  the  general  impor« 
moeoftbe  subject  of  the  warehouuog  eyatem; 
and  it  was  not  necessary  for  him,  therefore,  to 
dweii  upon  it.  It  was  a  anbject  which  had  come 
■P  there  from  the  boards  of  trade,  and  those  interest- 
ed in  it  particularly,  and  was  new.  It  was  im- 
portant, therefore,  that  the  attention  of  the  public, 
gnteraliy  should  be  called  to  it.  The  importance 
of  the  subject  to  the  mercantile  and  navigating 
itttsrestshad  been  examined  in  both  the  reports, 
aad  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  country. 
He  hoped,  theiefore,  both  reports  would  be  priuted. 
Wbeo  be  (Mr.  H.)  bad  spoken  of  the  financial  ef- 
ftst  of  such  a  system,  be  spoke  of  it  as  one  of  the 
resaoBs  for  the  poetponemeni,  and  not  the  only  one 
which  they  had.  He  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
reports  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be  printed;  and  at 
lay  tim«  thereafter  they  could  be  taJien  up,  if  de- 
nied, by  any  Senator. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  he  differed  en- 
tiiely  from  the  views  expressed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.    He  thought  that 
the  prtiMl,  rather  than  any  future  time,  was  the 
most  imperative  for  (efficient  action  concerning  a 
Hberal  warehousing  tystem.    He  referred  to  one 
eunnected  with  reexportation  by  land,  as  well  as 
by  sea,  to  foreign  countries.  The  report  which  had 
herelofore  h^n  made  against  the  latter,  he  did  not 
then  dibcuss;  because  the  matter  might  be  exam« 
iaad  and  provided  for  when  the  subject  of  ware> 
housing  and   exporting     merchandise    generally 
came  under  consideration.    Now  was  the  most  de- 
sirable moment  to  legislate,,  for  two  reasons:  Ist. 
The  commereial  interests  being  much  depressed, 
would,  by  this  system,  obtain  relief  from  paying 
essh  duties,  and.  laying  long  out  of  their  money,  on 
goods  not  consumed  in  the  country.    Until  the 
larehousing  system  is  established,  the  merchants 
ire  now  annecesBarily  subjected  to  this  inconve- 
nience mnd  loss;  and  thus  we  tax  commerce  and 
navigation,  rather  than  consumption,  until  the  laws 
are  changed. 

In  the  next  place,  by  introducing  this  system,  im- 
ports will  at  once  increase,  and  additional  employ- 
ment, so  very  desirable,  be  at  once  given  to  opr 
depressed  navigation.  Wcald  we  neglect  longer, 
or  refuse  to  permit  this  encouragement  to  so  im- 
portant an  interest,  and  an  encouragement  needed 
80  urgently? 

It  had  been  intimated  by  the  chairman,  that  the 
finances  might  suffer  much  by  such  a  course  the 
present  year.  Mr.  W.  could  not  concar  in  this 
opinion. 

Whatever  had  been  said  on  this  subject  by  Jhe 
collector  of  New  York,  or  the  present  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  it  was  manifest  that  few 
goods,  now  in  the  country,  would  go  into  ware- 
houses. Our  merchants,  under  existing  laws,  are 
shrewd  enough  not  to  -import  many  more  goods 
than  are  wanted  for  early  consumption.  They  are 
unwilliag  to  lie  out  of  the  cost,  duties,  and  interest, 
anycoasiderable  time. 

The  additional  imports,  under  such  a  system, 
would  jnot  be  brought  into  the  country  without  it, 
till  needed  for  immediate  use.  How,  then,  would 
the  revenue  suffer? 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  a  liberal  warehousing 
system  might  be  guarded  well  against  frauds; 
would  relieve  the  commercial  and  navigating  in- 
terests in  both  the  particulars  before  named,  and 
make  our  seaports  depots  for  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America,  and  encourage  the  sale  here 
for  those  regions  of  many  more  even  of  our  manu- 
factures to  make  up  assorted  cargoes  desirable 
there.  Sxtended,  likewise,  to  liberal  re-exports  l^ 
land;  our  whole  interior  commerce,  our  canals, 
railroads,  lake,  and  river  navigation  would  all  be 
greatly  advanced. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said,  that,  as  to  the  re- 
loaik  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  that  ^ 


it  would  npt  affect  the  revenue,  he  would  only  say 
that  he  still  entertained  the  opinion  he  before  ex- 
pressed, (which  was  the  opinion  of  seven-eighths 
of  all  the  officers  of  the  customs  who  had  been  ad- 
dressed upon  the  subject,)  that  it  would  seriously 
affect  the  revenue.  The  reason  of  its  so  doing 
was,  because  there  was  now  a  year*s  supply  of 
goods  in  the  country  more  than  the  p«eople  wanted. 
As  to  its  effect  on  the  navigating  interest,  all  he 
wished  to  say,  was,  that  there  were  two  sides  to 
that  qnestioD.  It  did  not  follow  that,  if  Congress 
adopted  the  warehousing  system,  it  would  give 
more  employment  to  the  navigating  interest,  so 
long  as  there  was  not  proper  reciprocity  in  trade. 
If  it  would  have  auy  effect  at  all  to  give  more  em- 
ployment tc  the  shipping  interests,  it  woald  give 
employment  lo  foreign  shipping,  under  our  present 
commercial  regulations.  With  regard  to  allowiog 
a  drawback  on  goods  re-exported,  as  well  by  sea 
as  by  land,  he  said  that  that  subject  had  already 
been  disposed  of. 

Blr.  WOODBURY  said  that  his  only  object  was 
to  request  the  gentlemen  on  the  committee  friendly 
to  the  warehousing  system,  to  call  up  this  report; 
and,  by  some  amendment,  or  some  new  measure, 
obtain,  if  possible,  an  early  and  favorable  decision, 
before  Congress  adjourns.  It  was  the  delay  that 
he  deprecated.  He  did  not  feel  justified  in  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  subject  farther  at  the  present 
moment.  But  he  must  add,  that  the  idea  from  the 
chairman,  that  a  year^  extra  supply  of  goods  had 
been  brought  into  the  country,  was  very  s'range— 
passing  si  range — when  the  whole  imports  of  all 
kinds  for  the  last  two  quarters  were  less  than  thirty 
millions  of  dollars;  hardly  half  the  ordinary  amount 
during  the  ten  years  past. 

The  reports  were  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALXiEN  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Reaclved^  That  tlie  President  benquestad  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  Benata,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  sesBlon  of 
GoDcreM,  a  completa  cataloKae  of  all  booki^  (records  and  pub- 
lic aocumeote  excepted,)  atlases,  maps,  and  files  of  public 
Journals  and  newspiipsni  belonging  to  the  GoTemment,  in  the 
State,  TreasuTj,  War,  NATy«  and  Post  Office  Departments,  or 
in  ihs  bureaus  or  offices  ofsucb  departments,  ana  fn  the  office 
of  the  Attorney  General;  the  whole  to  be  properly  arranged  and 
designated  under  their  appropriate  heads^  ny  titles,  subjects, 
dates,  and  languages,  after  the  manner  of  the  catalogue  of  the 
library  of  Congress;  and  the  caialogues  from  each  ef  the  de- 
imriments  to  be  made  out  separately,  and  each  giring  the  par- 
ticular bureau  or  office  in  which  such  booloh  atlases,  maps, 
and  files  are  kept. 

Mr.  BBRRIBN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whieh  had  been  refened  House  bill 
amendatory  of  the  act  establishing  the  braach  nrint 
at  Dahlonega,  Georgia,  and  defining  the  dutiea  of 
the  assayer  and  coiner,  reported  the  same  back, 
with  an  amendment,  applying  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  to  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  BBRRIEN,  the  previous  or- 
ders were  po8tp>oned,  and  the  above  bill  was  taken 
up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  after  some 
explanation  by  Mr.  B.,  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  HUNTINOTON  made  an  ineffectual  ef- 
fort  to  have  taken  up,  and  considered,  the  bill  re* 
ducing  the  salary  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Camden,  New  Jersey. 

Ux,  B0CHANAN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
to  provide  for  holding  a  conrt  at  Williamsport,  in 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju« 
dieiary,  at  a  subsequent  part  of  this  day^  proceed- 
ings, reported  the  above  bill  back;  without  amend- 
ment; and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  were  postponed  for  the  purpose, 
and  the  bill  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
finally  passed. 

RIGHT  OP  SEARCH— THE  CONiSTRUCTlON 
OF  THE  ASHBURTON  TREATY. 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  and  said  it  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  Senate,  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  gave  notice  last  evening  of  an  inquiry 
which  be  desired  to  make  to*day,  founded  upon 


the  recent  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  reference 
to  the  construction  pot  upon  the  late  treaty.  Des« 
patches  had  since  been  received  from  our  minister 
in  LondoD,  a  portion  of  which  related  to  this 
topic.  He  read  that  portion  of  the  despatch, 
that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  might  be  the 
belter  enabled  to  frame  bis  inquiry. 
Mr.  A.  read  as  follows: 

Estraet  of  a  detpateh  from  Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Webotor^ 
dated  Landxm^  f^ebrutay  3, 18ia 

**  Parliament  was  opened  bv  commission  yesterday.  The 
Queen's  speech,  and  the  very  interesiing  debates  upon  the  ad* 
dresses  in  the  two  Houses,  will  be  found  in  the  papers  ofto  ^iqr, 
which  accompany  this  despatch.  I  attended  the  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  You  can  judge  ef  the  surprise  wiUi 
wliich  I  listened  to  the  remarlcs  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  oo  tlie  al- 
leged fact  that  Lord  Aberdeen's  letter  to  me  of  the  20th  of  De- 
cember, 1841,  remained  to  this  day  **Qnaclaiowledged  and  unan- 
swered." It  was  acknowledged  by  me  in  a  note  dated  two 
days  afterwards,  (23d  December,  1841.)  which,  however  unim* 
portent,  was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Fox  by  Loru  Aberdeen,  and 
afterwards  communicated  to  Parliament,  and  printal 

"In  this  note  of  aeknowledgmeot,  I  informed  Lord  Aberdeen 
that  I  should  avail  myself  of  an  early  opportunity  of  making 
some  remarks  on  tiie  very  jmportaot  testes  trsated  in  this  letter. 
I  pursued  this  course  of  an  immediate  acknowledgnftent  of  the 
receipt  of  Lord  Al)erdeen's  note,  with  notice  of  a  purpose  of 
replying,  in  due  season,  to  its  contents ;  because,  lieing  just 
arrived  at  my  post,  1  had  cot  received  the  iosuruciione  which 
you  had  informed  me  I  might  soon  expect  on  ttiis  topic,  and 
which,  as  Lord  Aberdeen's  note  modified  the  ground  and  dis- 
claimed the  language  of  his  predecessor,  it  was  mv  duty  to 
await.  Such  instructions  I  should  no  doubt,  in  due  time,  hava 
received;  but,  on  the  27th  of  December,  Lord  Aberdeen  inform- 
ed me  that  the  special  miasion  had  Iwen  determined  on;  that 
Lord  Ashburton  would  go  lo  America,  with  full  power  to  sattla 
every  point  in  discussion.  Including  what  was  called  the  right 
of  search,  which  he  deemed  the  most  difficult;  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  tt  would  Im  hardly  worth  while  for  us  to  con* 
tioue  the  correspondence  on  maiieis  in  dispute  between  tba 
two  countries;  and  though  he  was  willing  to  consider  and  re> 
plv  to  any  statement  I  might  think  proper  XO  nsake  on  any 
subject  pending  the  neffoUatlon  that  might  take  place  at  Wash- 
ington, he  supposed  no  benefit  would  remit  from  asimultaoeoua 
discussion  here. 

**Soch  were  Lord  Aberdeen's  observations,  as  reported  by  ma 
in  my  despatch  of  December  31. 

'The  negotiation  took  place;  and  a  mode  of  dealing  with  and 
settling  the  question  was  nappily  agreed  upon,  which  made  ic 
unnecessary  ui  resume  the  discussion,  so  long  continued,  upon 
the  subject.  In  fact,  from  the  moment  the  special  mission  was 
announced,  I  considered  the  discussion  as  at  an  end;  and  as  littJa 
likely  to  be  resumed,  in  reference  to  search  and  visitaiion,  as 
the  boundary  or  ilie  ^'Caroline." 

He  merely  desired  to  say  to  tbe  Senator  from 
Missouri,  that  he  was  now  prepared  to  go  into 
any  explanation  which  the  Senator  might  desire,  of 
the  views  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  this 
matter.  Tbe  honorable  Senator,  however,  would 
understand,  that  he  was  not  pressing  him  for  the 
motion;  the  Senator  woold,  of  course,  choose  his 
own  time  for  making  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  qnite  prepared  with 
his  inquiry.    It  was  already  **cat  and  dried.'* 

Mr.  ARCHER.  I  know  that  is  the  habit  of 
the  honorable  Senator; 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  naval 
service  for  the  half  calendar  year  of  1843,  and  the 
fiscal  year  of  1844,  having  been  engrossed,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed;  and  the  question 
now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  title  to  the  bill, 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
appropriations  as  related  to  the  African  squadron. 

Jhe  CHAIR  remarked  that  the  bill  was  now 
passed,  and  the  question  was  merely  on  the  title; 
and  it  would,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  passsge  of  the  bill  before  the  mo* 
tion  to  recommit  could  be  considered. 

The  motion  was  then  made  to  reconsider,  and 
carried  in  the  afiirmative;  when 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  that  the  point  of  in- 
quiry was,  whether  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  had  received  any  intimation  of  a  different 
construction  having  been  pot  upon  the  treaty  by 
Great  Britain  in  relation  to  the  right  of  visit,  jfrom 
that  given  to  it  by  thisGrovernment?  As  to  wheth- 
er the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  had  been  replied 
to  or  not,  although  it  might  be  a  point  of  some 
moment  between  the  parties  concerned,  it  was  not, 
however,  the  point  lo  which  he  directed  his  inquiry. 
There  did  not  appear  to  be,  in  the  despatch  of  the 
American  minister  from  London,  (from  which  Mr. 
B.  here  read  an  extract,)  a  single  word  upon  the 
subject  of  the  construction  given  to  the  treaty  by 
the  British  Government  in  reference  to  the  right  of 
visitation  and  searoh.  This  was  the  point  of  in. 
qoiry  which  he  desired  to  make. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed  that,  as  the  honorable 
Senator  h»d  signified  his  uitention  lo  make  an  in* 
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qniry,  without  anticipatfng  the  nature  of  that  in- 
qniry,  and,  inasmach  as  a  despatch  had  been  since 
received,  he  (Mr.  A  )  deemed  it  bnt  fair  and  prop^ 
er  that  the  attention  of  the  Senator  shoald  be  called 
to  that  despatch,  that  he  might  be  the  belter  able  to 
shape  his  inquiry.- 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  perhaps  the  gentleman 
would  go  a  step  farther,  and  tell  himj^t  what  time 
the  Q^yemmeat  of  the  United  States  would  favor 
them  with  an  anawer  to  the  inquiry.  ,  If  the  gen- 
tleman would  do  this,  he  would  confer  an  addition- 
al obligation. 

Mr.  ARCHER  requested  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor distinctly  to  repeat  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would  read  from  an  Eng- 
lish newspaper  published  at  Liverpool,  an  extract, 
purporting  to  be  a  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in 
which  it  was  declared  that  there  was  do  relinquish- 
ment,  in  his  opinion,  of  the  right  of  visitation  of 
American  ships  upon  the  coast  of  Africa;  that  the 
lata  treaty  conceded  nothing  upon  this  point;  and 
that  Qreat  Britain  would  adhere  lo  the  principle 
which  she  hi^  assumed  in  reference  to  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  recollect  that  it  had  not  been  as- 
sumed by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  message  coonmunican'ng  the  treaty  to  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  Great  Brit- 
jmn  had  renounced  her  right  of  visitation.  As  to 
the  right  of  search,  that  had  been  renounced, 
according  to  the  distinct  declaration  of  Lord  Ab- 
erdeen. 

[Mr.  A»  read  from  the  President's  message.] 

He  asked  the  particular  attention  of  the  Senator 
to  the  passage.  And  he  asked  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator how  he  could  affect  to  suppose  that  it  was 
ever  contemplated,  on  the  part  of  the  executive 
Government  of  the  United  States,  that  there  had 
been  any  renouncement  of  the  r'ght  of  visitation 
on  the  pkrt  of  the  British  Gk>vernment1  How  was 
that  gentleman,  with  the  message  of  the  President 
before  him,  authorized  to  suppose  that  there  had 
ever  been  any  such  expression  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  or  of  renunciation  on  the  part  of  the 
British?  Not  only  was  this  never  contemplated,  or 
aaiKrted  upon  the  formation  of  the  treaty,  but  it 
was  expressly  stated,  in  more  than  one  part  of  the 
message,  that  the  keeping  of  a  squadron  upon  the 
coast  of  Africa  was,  of  itself,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
occasion  for  the  right  of  visitation.  It  was  not  possi- 
ble lo  obtain  from  either  party  a  direct  and  ex* 
plidt  renunciation  of  this  right;  and  it  was  not 
considered  advisable,  in  such  case,  that  the  Gh>v- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  (which,  as  well  as  the 
British  negotiator,  had  earnestly  at  heart  to  adjust, 
as  far  as  practicable,  all  the  points  in  dispute,)  be- 
cause they  could  not  come  to  an  arrangement 
which  would  be  absolutely  satisfactory  upon  this 
point,  ahould,  as  the  Senator  seemed  to  imply  by 
bis  remarks,  not  attempt  to  do  anything.  A  re* 
nuneiation  of  the  right  of  visit  not  having  been  ob- 
tained, It  was  thought  advisable  to  obtain  what 
was  considered  the  next  best  thing.  And,  aecosd- 
ingly,  an  arrangement  was  made  which  tended  to 
remove  the  necessity  for  the  exercise  of  that  right. 
We  had  as  many  as  80  guns  dispersed  in  small 
vessels  upon  the  coast  of  Africa;  and  he  put  it  to 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  to  say  whether  there 
was  a  probability  thai  there  would  be  any  occasion 
for  the  exercise  of  that  right.  Although  Great 
Britain  might  be  unwilling  to  abandon  the  right; 
although  we  could  not  extinguish  the  claim  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  right  of  visitation,  the  exer- 
cise of  which  was  so  obnoxious  to  us — ^it  was  highly 
improbable  that  any  occasion  would  arise  between 
the  two  Governments  for  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  f  iait,  or  for  any  collision  upon  that  subject. 

It  was,  he  thought,  a  question  for  the  considera* 
tiott,  not  of  this  Government  only,  but  of  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  United  States,  how  far  we  should  draw  the 
line  of  distinction  between  the  righl  of  visitation,  and 
the  right  of  search,  which  the  British  Government 
had  disclaimed;  how  far  the  line  of  distinction 
ahould  be  drawn,  under  the  principles  of  interna- 
tional law.  He  supposed  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
aonri  would  agree  with  him  that,  whilst  we  claimed 
exemption  for  all  vessels  sailing  under  our  flag,  it 
not  unreasonable  on  the  part  of  the  British 


Government  to  require  that  we  should  -give  some 
sort  of  security  against  the  abuse  of  that  flag.  We 
bad  not,  as  many  gentlemen  supposed,  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  Great  Britain  in  reference  to  this 
matter;  but  we  had  gone  pari  patsu  with  her.  It 
was  to  the  signal  honor  of  this  Government  that  it 
had  been  the  first  to  put  the  brand  of  piracy  upon 
the  slave-trade,  and  had  been,  the  means  of  causing 
tlie  Government  of  that  country  to  put  the  brand 
of  piracy  upon  it.  Suppose  one  of  our  own  ves- 
sels, deputed  to  carry  out  our  own  policy,  had  seen 
at  a  port  in  Cuba,  or  elsewhere,  a  vessel  destined 
for  the  slave  traflic— suppose  our  cruiser  meets  this 
▼essel  at  sea,  and  she  runs  up  the  flag  of  some 
other  nation:  would  the  honorable  Senator  contend 
that  we  had  no  right  to  make  some  inquiry  as  to 
the  real  state  of  the  case?  Was  it  not  reasonable, 
therefore,  that  we  should  afford  some  means  of  as- 
certaining whether  a  vessel,  purporting  to  be  Amer- 
ican, was  so  in  reality?  It  was  true  that  the  Amer- 
ican flag  ought  to  protect  every  spot  over  which  it 
was  raised;  but  he  would  tell  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor it  should  be  really  the  American  flag,  and  not  a 
counterfeit. 

He  could  inform  the  Senator  4hat  complaints 
had  been  brought  to  the  State  Department  of  the 
interference  of  our  cruisers  with  vessels  suspected 
of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  the  papers  of 
which  vessels  actually  showed  that  they  had  been  so 
engaged;  and,  if  he  was  rightly  informed,  more 
than  one  investigation  was  now  on  foot  in  refer- 
ence to  such  veasels. 

He  made  these  observations  merely  to  show 
that,  whilst  it  is  true  that  no  renunciation  had  been 
made  on  the  pan  of  the  British  Government  in -re- 
gard to  the  right  of  visitation,  yet  inasmuch  as  the 
conflicting  claims  of  the  two  Governments  were 
of  such  a  nature  as  from  necessity  to  render  them 
extremely  difllcuit  of  adjoslment,  it  waa  a  high 
merit  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales,  that,  finding  itself  unable  to  come  to  any 
satisfactory  adjustment  with  the  British  negotiator, 
they  had  done  the  next  best  thing  to  put  an  end  to 
all  pretensions  on  the  part  of  the  British  for  resort-^ 
ing  again  to  (he  exercise  of  that  right.  He  thought 
that,  in  doing  thisi,  the  Government  hitd  acted  wise* 
ly,  and  that  it  deserved  the  commendation  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed,  that  the  extract  read 
from  his  place  by  the  chairmain  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  [Mr.  ARCB<R,]<mly  (tfeiredtoa 
subordinate  point  of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  letter— that 
of  the  neglect  lo  answer  Lord  Aahbnrton'a  despateh 
of  December,  184L  The  extract  read,  only  refenred 
to  that  point;  while  his  inquiry  was  wholly  di- 
rected to  the  question  of  difference  or  no  difference 
on  the  essential  point  of  the  meaning  of  the  treaty. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  declares  that  difference,  and  pro- 
fesses himself  doubly  pained  toaay  that  the  Presi- 
denl*i  message  ia  not  correct.  He  says  the  right 
of  visitation  is  not  given  up«-4hat  England  will 
not  concede  it:  the  President,  in  his  message  of  last 
December,  informs  the  two  Houses  that  search, 
visit,  and  visitation,  are  all  obviated  by  the  treaty; 
and  aongratalates  the  country  upon  it  Tblt  is  the 
point  of  difference  between  the  two  Governments; 
and  it  is  vital !  It  is  a  question  of  treaty  or  no 
treaty!  For,  if  the  parties  misunderstand  it  on  this 
great  point,  there  is  an  end  of  concord,  and  dissen- 
sion must  immediately  rise. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  read  from  the  Preai- 
dent's  message  of  August  last.  Sir  Robert  Peel 
was  remarking  upon  the  message  of  December 
last;  and  that  message  shows  the  difference  which 
the  British  minister  announces.  The  President, 
in  that  message,  states  the  mischief,  to  wit:  that 
our  vessels  had  been  subjected  to  visitation  (as 
the  British  called  it)  in  the  African  seas;  that  this 
visitation  was  only  search  in  different  words,  and 
in  a  new  form;  and  then  refers  to  the  treaty  as  put- 
ting an  end  to  all  pretence  for  this  practice,  call  it 
what  you  may,  in  lime  to  come.  The  evil  of  this 
visitation  is,  then,  according  to  the  President,  now 
terminated.  According  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  it  is 
not  terminated.  And  here  is  the  difference— and 
a  serious  one. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  go  into  the  question  of  right 
or  wrong,  or  extend  the  basis  of  the  discussion,  by 
opening  qneations  of  maritime  rights*    Hewoaid 
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conftne  himself  to  the  question  he  had  made— £» 
of  a  difference  m  the  meaning  of  (h^reatyif 
there  is  a  difference,  it  is  necessary  to  undentiij 
it,  and  to  settle  it.  It  must  he  settled:  andiS 
sooner  the  better.  The  declaration  of  the  Brilhb 
minister  declares  a  difference;  and  that  is  a  do^ 
on  which  each  Government  judges  for  itself,  {w 
have  no  common  superior  to  judge  between  then 
The  declaration  of  a  difference  makes  a  difleitaee 
and  it  is  immaterial,  so  far  tsconsequeaeoiiS 
concerned,  which  ia  right,  or  which  is  wroag.  u 
all  national,  as  in  all  individual  disputes,  one  nvtr 
must  be  in  the  vrrong;  bnt  that  does  not  prentti 
fight  or  a  war.  The  party  ia  the  wrong  may  fit^ 
and  from  the  formal  manner  in  which  the  Bi^ 
.minister  has  stated  this  difference,  it  isverrekir 
that  he  intends  that  our  vessels  shall  besevdnl 
in  the  African  seas  hereafter,  just  asheretofon, 
What  then?  Shall  onr  Government  go  onbliid* 
fold  with  the  treaty,  until  the  case  oeeiiis..aiii 
an  American  veasel  is  searched  by  a  Britl 
cruiser,  and  then  negotiate,  or  fight)  Shall  lb 
Government  do  this — and  it  is  the  fate  of  weskDcn 
to  wait  for  eyents,  instead  of  guiding  then^^v 
shall  it  stop,  and  clear  ap  the  difference  at  oaee)  Hi 
(Mr.  B  )  was  in  favor  of  stopping  all  action  sud^ 
this  clause  of  the  treaty,  until  the  tvo  Qoieii. 
ments  agreed  as  to  its  meaning. 

Mr.  B.  said  here  was  iui  cxemplifieatioD  of  le 
miscfaiefa  of  negotiating  treaties  without  proioeoli; 
There  is  not  a  word  in  the  correspondence  betted 
Mr.  Webster  and  Lord  Ashbnrton  as  to  tbeoifjB, 
progress,  or  formation  of  the  articles  for  theiquA* 
rott.  The  British  minister's  name  does  not  ap|« 
in  connexion  with  the  subject,  until  itappeaniBlk 
treaty;  and  no  Ught  can  be  thrown  upon  the  imu* 
ing  of  the  treaty,  from  a  reference  to.  tbeii  pn^ 
'  ositions  pending  the  negotiations.  All  is  blnk 
therei  and  the  two  Governments  are  lefttoaiii. 
tain  their  respective  constmctions  ia  the  best  ny 
they  can. 

Mr.  B.  aaid  we  now  had  a  practical  tommmtaj 
upen  the  improvidence  of  entangling  ounlfa 
with  foreign  alliances.  Washingtoa  waned  « 
against  it:  for  fifty  yean  we  have  kept  eleir of 
such  alliakices:  in  August  last,  we  amsred  iuow 
of  these  alliancesi  and  now,  in  Febniry,  vehw  | 
a  difference  as  to  the  meaiung  of  aa  irtide  a  i 
this  allianee--ii  difference  which  eaanotgo  loi 
practical  result,  without  involving  thehoioforihe 
peace  of  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  nobody  to  ceMrite  ilw 
gigantic  intellect  of  General  Jaeksoa;  ye^  in  liie 
answer  which  he  directed  Mr.  Fonyth  to  pit  to 
Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  in  October,  1834,ioRlitioB 
to  thia  rery  point  of  a  conventioawiihKogiiBd 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  there  wh 
wisdom,  which,  compared  to  the  wisdom  vkiehtf* 
fered  this  convention,  was  as  thepyraoidofCktfi 
is  to  a  giain  of  mustard.    President  JidDOB,it 
that  time,  positively  refused  to  enter  into  uj  cos- 
vention  on  the  subject.     He  directed  him  toaja 
Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  that  the  Government  of  it 
United  States  was  ^tUfiniitly  firmti  nUUkrn 
a  party  to  any  eonvenlton  on  tho  tiAjtd  cfii  ^  | 
tradi,^*    This  was  the  answer  of  Oeaenl/iclwB. 
It  is  the  American  answer;  and  it  put  anesdtoltesi 
propositions  fur  a  convention  until  the  preaai  Ad- 
ministration came  into  power. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  go  into  the  qoestioiil 
identity  between  search  and  visitaiion.  T^^ 
dent  treated  them  as  identical;  Sir  R.  Mk  ^ 
ferent.    He  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  entertiintheqw 
tion.    It  was  clear  there  waa  a  differrncev t^" 
execution  of  the  treaty;  and  whether  the  ship  «|| 
to  be  stopped  on  the  high  #as  for  the  [Wfii«»» 
being  searched,  as  for  the*purpo8C  of  being  nsiai, 
a  preliminary  objeciion  arose,  and  thatw*^^*^' 
rest  of  the  ship  itself !     The  arrest  of  thrJJ  « 
the  high  seas,  like  the  arrest  of  an  indinW' » 
the   high  road,    was  itself  an  act  )m^^ 
with  freedom;  and   in  the  case  of  Koril*  m"^ 
officers,  (to  use  the  language  of  the  LendeDTiffla| 
if  there  was  any  doubt  in  the  case,  iheywi  w 
trick.    This  was  the  language  of  tbeTm^  J 
February  last,  in  relation  to  impressBeni;  no » 
will  apply  in  all  casea  wher«  the;  have  >^^ 
arrest  An  American  yesseh  they  will  itfcw/^ 
if  they  have  doubts;  and  doubts  «  W  ■ 
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ftisecl,  where  he  that  raises  them  islhe  aathority 
to  tolre  them,  and  has  an  interest  in  solving  them 
all  in  their  owq  favor.    Stopping  a  vessel  on  the 

3^  seas,  Mr.  B.  anderstood  to  be  firing  ahead  of 
r,  and  over  her,  and  then  throngh  her,  if  she 
toes  not  stop.  This  was  a  rude  process,  even  if 
for  an  innocent  purpose;  and  be  was  against  sab- 
jcetiog  American  vessels  to  be  so  stop]^  by  Brit- 
ish croiters. 

Bllr.  B.  condaded  bis  remarks  by  reading  the 
Mtsafeii  from  Sir  R.  Peel^  speech  and  the  Presi- 
dent** message,  which  showed  the  difference  be-, 
twe^o  ^^  t^o  Govern  Qtents  in  relation  to  the 
meaning  of  the  treatj;  and  which  most  lead  to  col- 
lision between  the  two  countries,  if  not  prevented 
by  an  immediate  anderstandipfr. 

Mr.  ARCHER  remarked  that  he  h»d  cause  to 
coDgratalate  himself  and  (he  Senate  that  it  would 
i^Qihc  necessary  to  reply  to  all  the  discursive  ob- 
servations of  the  Senator  from  Missouri;  for  the 
time  of  the  Senate  would  not  be  much  delated  by 
t&  Uw  words  be  should  find  sufficient  to  prove 
that  there  was  no  such  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween Sir  Robert  Peel  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  the  Senator  supposes;  and  it  this 
t  ilioald  be  deyionstrable^  the  Stinator's  arguments 
i  mast  of  course  fall  to  the  ground,  l^e  extracts  be 
shonldnow  read  from  the  President's  messages,  and 
Cren  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  would  justify 

•  him  in  assorting  that  .there  was  no  contrariety  of 
!    opinion  between  them  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty. 

•  Sir  Robert  Peel  asserted  notbing  new  on  the  part 
:   of  the  British  Government;  and  what  he  did  assert 

had  been  fully  admitted  by  the  President  of  the 
-".  (Toiled  S.ates.  He  ( Mr.  A.)  had  told  the  Senator  that 
:  it  was  because  no  answer  could  be  obtained  from  the 
.  Bfitish  Government  daring  the  progress  of  the  nego- 
:   tipfiions  upon  that  particular  point,  and  because  the 

British  negotiator  was  not  instructed  to  yield  all  we 
:  dciired;  that    this  Government  thought  it   expe- 

dieat  to  do  what  was  considered  the  beat  thing— 
:  and  that  w^    to  render  it  improbable  that  tiMse 

gifpona  which  had  grown  out  of  the  ezereiae  of 
nght  of  visitation  should  again  occur. 

Ii  was  not  because  the  two  Governments  differed;  * 

it  wis- because  they  agreed  that  it  was  considered 

«pedieni,  ou  the  part  of  this  Gtovemment,  to  take 

the  eoorse  it  did.    The  views  of  this  Government 

lad  of  the  QoTemment  oftalieat  Britain  not  only 

-  igreed  in  themselves,  but  they  agreed  also  with 

the  vievfe  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  himself,  if 

:  he  troold  siocerel]^  acknowledge  them;  but  he 

:  fintly  feared  that  the  honorable  Senator  would 

i  ttQoonce  his  own  views  rather  than  agree  with 

lbs  Executive.    The  Senator  had  said  that  the 

President  had  intimated,  in  both  his  messages,  that 

he  regarded  the  right  of  starch  and  the  right  ef 

.  visitation  equivalent  to  one  another  and  that  it 

was  because  tbe  President  so  regarded  them,  that 

he  bad  been  induced  to  procure  the  adoption  of  the 

,  treaty.    Why,  be  would  have  procured  the  reoun- 

',.  dation  of  the  right  of  visitation  also,  if  ii  had  been 

in  bis  power  to  do  so;  but,*  as  that  cvuld  not  be  ob- 

l  tained,  an  effort  had  been  made  to  prevent  the 

,.  practical  operation  of  that  right,  and,  consequently, 

'.to  prevent  all  collision  that  might  possibly  grow 

..out  of  its  exercise. 

He  desired  the  particular  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  tbe  tenor  and  effect  of  tbe  argument  of  the 
..Senator  from    Missouri.    After  this  Qovernment 
lUd  vainly  endeavored  to  induce  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  renounce  tbe  right  of  visitation,  the 
^fihnator  would  have  us  do  nothing,  because  we 
eoald  not  obtain  4bat  concession.    Altbcugh  this 
;i  Qoald  not  be  obtained  in  the  manner  desired,  yet 
'-they  had  done  what  would  amount  to  almost  the 
^  lame  thing.    They  had  done   what  would  take 
'  tvay  all  motive  on  the  part  of  the  British  GOvem- 
i  ment  to  carry  into  practical  operation  this  right, 
i'^and  they  would  thus  have  all  the  beneficial  fruits 
"'■'^  a  direct  renunciation. 

:^  The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  spoken  of  the 
1  wisdom  of  Jackson.  This  theme  was  a  favorite 
r  lae  with  the  honorable  Senatof.  He  would  ask, 
,:;  Would  Jackson,  or  would  any  man  have  exhibited 
Ignore  wisdom,  ia  the  negotiation  of  such  a  treaty, 
ihAn  this  Qovernment  had  denel  Bat,  ^idmittiag 
vt  the  view  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Mi<souri  to  be 
wen  fo^n^Od,  what  if ould  it  amotmt  to^  even  in  J 


that  aspect?  What  was  it  he  now  asked  the  Sen- 
ate to  do?  ,  To  break  their  plighied  faith,  (for  he 
could  not  pretend  to  deny  that  the  faith  of  the 
Government  had  been  plighted  to  observe  the  stip- 
ulations of  the  treaty,)  because,  according  to  bis 
notion,  we  had  not  ^uch  provisions  as  were  expe- 
dient. Sir,  (said  Mr.  A ,)  was  this  the  doctrine 
which  tbe  honorable  Senator  meant  to  avow  on 
that  floor?  Did  he  mean  to  urge  this  doctrine 
in  relation  to  this  or  any  other  provision  of  the 
treaty,  all  of  which,  it  appeared,  were  obnoxious 
to  the  honorable  Senator?  For  the  doctrine  of  the 
honorable  Sefiator,  in  relation  to  him  who  filled 
the  chief  place  in  the  Department  of  Statr,  seemed 
to  be  that  'nothing  good  could  come  out  of  Naza- 
reth.'* He  would  put  it  to  him,  it  he  took  such 
exceptions  to  all  of  the  provisions  uf  the  treaty, 
was  the  faith  of  this  Government  to  be  renounced, 
to  be  trampled  upon,  to  be  disregarded,  unless 
every  provision  of  the  treaty  should  be  suitable  to 
the  views  of  one  of  the  parties  to  tbe  treaty?  This 
was  the  true  interpretation  of  tbe  honorable  Sena- 
tor's doctrine;  though  be  was  sure  he  would  not  be 
willing  directly  to  avow  and  to  vindicate  such  doc- 
trine. But  suppose  the  treaty  to  be  as  bad  as  the 
honorable  Senator  represented  it:  would  he  refose 
the  appropriation  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect? 
With  the  same  propriety,  be  might  refuse  the  ap- 
propriation for  csrrying  il|e  recaptured  Africans  to 
their  bomet — which  wa«  made  necessary  by  the 
provisions  of  a  former  treaty^hould  those  former 
stipulations  be  caacelled,  in  consequence  of  the 
Senator'^)  objection.s  to  the  recent  treaty.  Let  the 
Senate  judge,  from  the  arguments  employed  by  tbe 
honorable  Senator,  bow  far  that  disposition  was 
manifested. 

.He  thought  there  could  be  no  hesitation,  (the 
gentleman  having  ex|Mctt>rated  the  wrath  which 
filled  his  bosom,)  but  tiikt  he  would  now  let  the 
appropriations  go  on,  and  not  violate  the  faiih  of 
the  Government.  The  Senator  relied  very  much, 
.in  the  course  of  his  observations',  upon  the  alleged 
discrepancies  between  the  two  messsges  of  tbe 
President— the  one  of  August  11  of  last  year,  and 
the  other  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session. 
He  (Mr.  AmcuBa)  asserted  that  the  purport  of  the 
two  was  Jdenucally  the  same.  The  President,  in 
both  of  them,  took  tbe  ground  that  he  was  now 
stating — not  that  the*  right  of  visitation  hadWn 
renounced,  but  that  we  had  procured  certain  ar- 
rangements in  substitution  of  the  exercise  of  that 
right.  Mr.  A.  then  read  from  the  message  accom- 
panying the  tteaty,  what  followed  that  which  the 
honorable  Senator  reads 

**Iii  my  meange  at  the  eommencement  of  the  present  Knion 
of  Congieaa,  I  endeavored  to  atate  the  priDCiplea  which  this 
GoTerninent  aupporta  respecting  the  right  of  aearch  aod  the 
immunity  of  flags.  Desirous  of  mafniatning  those  principles 
fully,  at  the  tame  time  that  existing  obligatidns  eboQiJ  be  ful- 
filled, I  have  thought  It  most  consistent  with  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  country  that  it  abould  execute  its  own  laws,  and 
perform  Its  own  obligations,  by  its  own  means  and  its  own 
power.  The  examination  or  ylsitatlon  of  the  merchant  vessels 
of  oae  nation,  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  for  any  purposes 
except  those  known  ami  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  nations, 
under  whatever  restraints  or  regulations  ft  may  take  place, 
may  lead  to  dangerous  results.  It  is  far  better  by  other  means 
to  supersede  any  supposed  necessity,  or  any  motive,  for  such 
examination  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  merchant  vea?el  by 
an  armed  cruiser  is  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  apt  to  touch 
the  point  of  national  honor,  as  well  as  to  affeathe  interests  of 
individuals.  It  has  been  thought,  therefore,  ex()edient— not  only 
is  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but, 
at  the  same  tiote,  as  removing  all  pretext,  on  the  part  oi 
others,  for  violating  the  immutitiies  of  the  American  flag  upon 
the  seas,  as  they  exist  aod  are  defined  by  the  law  of  nations— 
to  enter  into  t^e  articles  now  submitted  to  the  Senate." 

He  reaffirmed  that  tbe  grounds  taken  in  the 
two  messages  were  the  same  ideaHwtf^^ite  wit: 
not  that  the  right  of  visitation  bad  been  abandoned, 
but  that  an  equivalent  had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  BENTON  desired  to  read  a  single  sentence, 
to  show  the  difference  between  the  two  messages. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed  that,  if  there  was  a  dif* 
ference,  it  was  not  upon  this  point.  It  was  because 
tbe  right  of  visitation  had  not  been  renounced,  that 
provision  was  made  for  tbe  African  squadron. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  real  question  was  the 
disagreement  between  this  Government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  as  to  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
treaty.  To  show  that  there  was  a  difference,  he 
would  first  read  the  language  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  then  that  of  Sir  Robert  Peel. 
IV  Presideiit  of  the  United  Stgtea,  in  his  annual 


message  to  Congress  at  the  beginning  of  this  ocs- 
sion,  says  (and  it  is  to  that  message  Sijr  Robert 
Peel  alludes:) 

*ln  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  treaty  stlpiilatioDs  of 
Great  Britain,  a  practice  had  threatened  to  grow  up,  on  the  pan 
of  its  cruisers,  of  sabjectlog  to  visitation  ships  sailing  under 
the  American  flag;  which,  while  iissrioosly  involved  our  mar- 
itime rights,  would  subject  to  vexation  a  branch  of  ourtmds 
which  was  daily  increasing,  and  which  required  tbe  fostering 
care  of  the  Government  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  hS 
correspondence  with  the  American  envoys^  at  London,  sae- 

Eressly  disclaimed  all  right  to  detain  an  American  ship  oa  tbs 
Igh  seas,  even  if  found  with  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  and 
resurlcted  the  British  pretension  to  a  mere  claim  Co  visit  and 
Inquire;  yet  It  could  not  well  he  discerned  by  the  Executive  o^ 
the  United  States  how  such  visit  and  inquiry  could  be  mada 
withbut  detention  on  the  voyage,  and  consequent  interruption 
to  the  trade.    It  was  regarded  as  ths  ri^ht  of  seaich,  presented 

only  in  a  new  form,  andf  expressed  in  diflereni  words." 
•  ••  •  •  •  •  • 

'Trnm  this  it  will  be  ssen  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the 
message  has  been  fully  maintained,  at  tbe  ame  time  that  tb« 
siipulraons  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  are  to  be  carried  out  in  good 
faith  by  the  two  countries;  and  that  all  pretence  is  removed  for 
bterference  with  our  commerce^  for  any  purpose  whatever,  by 
a  foreign  Gtoveroraent." 

He  sboiijd  now  dtnrn  |o  what  Sir  Robert  Ped 
said  in  his  late  speech  in  Parliament: 

**( rejoice  that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  given  me  an  op- 
portunity of  making  some  observations  on  tbe  late  message  of 
the  Prssident  of  the  United  States.  The  sincere  and  aarneM 
desire  I  have  always  entertained  for  the  maintenance  of  a  good 
understanding  between  this  country  and  the  United  States,  and 
the  spirit  In  which  I  have  always  spoken  of  America,  makes  fc 
a  doubly  painful  duty  to  me  to  have  to  refer  to  that  message; 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  does  not  give  a  correct  account  ofthe 
BegoiiittiooB  relative  to  the  right  of  visit" 

He  then  goes  on  to  state  the  difference  between 
tbe  right  of  search  and  the  right  of  visitation,  and 
then  says: 

"I  trust,  sir,  that  I  have  said  enough  to  satisfy  the  Honse  on 
this  point  I  trust,  also,  that  although  compelled  to  avow  a 
material  diflTerence  of  opinion  1>etween  the  two  Govemmenta 
upon  this  material  question,  I  Imto  stated  this  dlflennoe  of 
opinion  with  tbe  respect  which  I  wish  to  maintain  towards  the 
high  authorities  of  the  United  State^'' 

There  is  another  part  in  which  he  declares  ex- 
pressly that  the  right  of  visitation,  claimed  in  Lord 
Aberdeen's  despatch,  bas  not  been  relinqiusbed, 
and  will  not  be  relinquished.  Now,  here  is  palpap 
ble  evidence  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  tbe  ooostruction*of  the  treaty,  between  Sir  Robt. 
Peel  and  the  Executive  of  the  United  Slates.  That 
was  the  point  at  issue. 

Mr.  ARCHER  observed,  that  ail  tbe  speech  said, 
was,  that  the  British  Government  had  not  re- 
noanced  the  right  of  visitation  contended  for  in 
Lord  Aberdeen's  despatch;  and  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  says  it  was  because  tbe  British 
Governqaent  would  not  renounce  the  right  of  visita* 
tion,  ihat  the  arrangement  became  necessary  for 
placing  a  squadron  in  the  African  seas  to  carry 
out  our  own  laws,  and  supersede  the  necessity  for 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  visitation  adhered  to 
by  the  British  Government.  There  is  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  Sir  Robert  Peel's  views  and  those  of 
the  President  of  tbe  Uaiied  States,  as  to  the  ad- 
herence of  tbe  British  Government  to  the  right  of 
visitation. 

Mr.  BENTON  had  read  from  Sir  Robert  Peel'fi 
speech  tbe  passages  in  which  he  insisted  on  his 
interpretation  of  the  treaty.  He  should  now  read 
a  passage  from  the  President's  message  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  which  are  smied  his  views  in  relation 
to  the  synonymes — right  of  search  and  right  of 
visitation.  He  says: 

**  In  close  conformity  with  these  views,  the  eighth  article  of 
Che  treaty  was  framed,  which  provides  that  'each  nation  ahall 
keep  afloat,  in  the  African  seas,  a  force  of  not  less  than  eLthty 
guns,  to  act  separately,  and  apart,  under  Insirnciions  from 
their  respective  Governments,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
their  respective  lavrs  and  obligations.'  From  this,  it  wiU  tw> 
seen  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  roessago  has  been  fulty 
maintained  >  •  •  •  ^^^^  ^^^^^  g^i  pretence  is  r«< 
moved  for  interference  with  our  commerce,  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  by  any  foreign  Govarnment" 

Now,  what  he  (Mr.  B.)  insisted  on,  was  this: 
That  there  was  a  radical  difference  of  opinion  t)e- 
tween  the  two  Govemmenisas  to  the  eonstrue* 
tion  of  the  treaty;  and  that  in  the  most  vital  point; 
and  that  we  should  have  this  difference  cleaied  up 
before  we  go  any  further. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  was  very  well  known,  thai, 
at  the  time  the  treaty  was  presented  for  ratifica- 
tion, it  was  supposed  by  many  that  its  phraseology 
wonld  give  rise  to  a  difFtrence  of  construction; 
and  by  some  it  was  supposed  that  it  was  so  arranged 
as  to  admit  of  a  difference  of  construction,  with 
the  express  view  of  creating  future  difficnltie* 
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'Nerertheless,  the  treaty  was  displayed  before  the 
Senate  and  the  country  as  the  olive  branch  of 
peaee^as  a  sort  of  love-pledge  between  the  two 
conntries,  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  here- 
after to  live  npon  terms  of  unbroken  amity;  aad 
the  circumstance  that  it  was  an  oHtc  branch  of 
peace,  and  that,  by  its  ratification,  the  peace  of  the 
country  would  be  guarantied  hereafter; — it  was  for 
that  reason  that  so  mnch  credit  was  claimed  for 
those  who  negotiated  it.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
present  Congress,  following  up,  and  appropria- 
ting to  himself  the  glory  of  having  accom* 
plished  this  great  work  of  national  deliver- 
ance from  impending  war,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  set  forth,  in  his  annual  message, 
the  objects  which  the  treaty  bad  aocomplished,  and 
the  means  which  had  been  employed  to  accomplish 
them.  The  message  was  laid  before  Congress  and  the 
country,  as  well  as  before  the  British  prime  minis- 
ter; and  npon  the  opening  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, that  m|nu<ter  had  congratulated  hipself  upon 
the  occurrence  of  the  first  opportunity  to  stale  in 
his  place,  aad  with  all  ihe  responsibility  belonging 
to  his  station,  that  he  was  compelled  to  say  that 
the  Qoverament  of  the  United  States,  speaking, 
through  the  executive  message,  had  totally  mis- 
taken the  object  of  the  British  Government  in  ne- 
gotiating the  treaty.  From  this,  it  might  very  nat- 
urally be  supposed  that  it  would  produce  an  ap- 
prehension here '  that  the  Administration  had  been 
tricked,  and  that  we  had  failed  by  this  treaty 
to  accomplish  the  deliverance  of  the  country 
from  impending  war;  and  now  they  were  told, 
notwithstanding  the  express  and  positive  an- 
nouncement of  the  views  of  tbe  British  Gh)7- 
arament  in  relation  to  it,  as  expressed  by  their 
prime  minister,  that  the  President  bad  misunder- 
stood the  thing,  and  that  he  had  put  an  erroneous 
construction  upon  the  treaty.  Notwithstanding 
that  they  were  told  by  an  honorable  Senator  that 
the  prime  minister  was  totally  mistaken;  though 
the  words  of  the  President's  message  impressed 
him  (for  he  must  be  suppose^  to  have  weighed 
them  critically)  with  the  belief  that  this  country 
thought  it  had  gained  something  by  the  African 
squadron,  yet  such  was  not  the  case;  this 
Oovemment  had  obtained  no  advantage— had  se- 
cured no  postponement  of  a  war.  No,  sir;  in 
order  to  keep  that  bbfore  the  people  as  an 
olive  branch,  in  the  face  of  this  adverse  declara- 
tion of  the  British  Government,  this  Government 
came  down  and  declared  that  she  was  mistaken-— 
that  they  agree  entirely  with  the  British  construc- 
tion of  the  treaty.  What  was  that  construction? 
Lord  Aberdeen  has  "as&erted,  in  a  labored  commu- 
nication, first,  that  there  was  a  difference  between 
the  right  of  search  and  the  right  of  visitation;  and 
he  had  likewise  asserted,  that  the  British  Gk)vern- 
ment  would  not  modify  their  pretensions  to  the 
right  of  visitation;  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  stated, 
in  the  House 'of  Commons,  that  that  assertion  of 
Lord  Aberdeen  remained  unanswered.  But  our 
minister  in  England  communicated  lo  this  Gov- 
ernment that  its  receipt  was  acknowledged;  but 
no  proposition  had  been  laid  down,  because  Lord 
Aberdeen  informed  him  that  a  special  minister  had 
been  sent  to  this  country,  charged  with  the  adjust- 
ment of  all  existing  difficulties.  In  consequence 
of  that  information,  all  correspondence  was  ar- 
rested between  the  American  minister  in  London 
and  the  British  Government.  What  was  tbe  ques-# 
lion  between  tbe  two  Governments  at  the  time? 
It  was  not  as  to  the  right  of  visitation,  (although 
that  was  the  question  which  Mr.  Everett  informed 
them  Lord  Ashburton  had  especially  in  charge.) 
If  Lord  Ashburton  came  here  to  settle  that  ques- 
tion, and  went  away  without  doing  so,  he  would 
ask,  what  had  been  gained  by  tbe  negotiation? 
What  was  the  consideration  which  induced  this 
Government  to  engage  to  keep  a  squadron  of 
eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa?  If  this  ques- 
tion had  not  been  settled,  the  negotiations  were 
nothing  more  than  mere  child's  play. 

If  Great  Britain  did  not  surrender  her  right  to 
search  our  vessels,  why  did  we  agree  to  spend 
half  million  a  year  for  the  purpose  of  searching  our 
own?  The  President  of  the  United  States  had,  in 
his  messaige,  put  the  proper  construction  upon  the 
treaty;  and  it  was  not  for  Senators  now,  when  a 


different  construction  had  been  put  upon  ii  by 
Great  Britain,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  idea  of  ma- 
kirg  it  an  olive  branch  of  peace,  to  say  that  the 
President  was  mistaken  in  the  construction  which 
he  put  up«n  it.  There  was  ojiepart  of  the  speech 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  which  disclosed  the  whole 
views  of  the  British  Government;  that  part  was 
worth  all  the  rest,  although  it  was  a  part  which 
had  not  been  read  to  the  Innate.  The  delivery  of 
that  speech  had  been  predicated  npon  the  necessity 
of  resisting  the  slave-trade.  That  was  the  founda- 
tion of  the  claim  of  the  risht  of  search,  or  visita- 
tion, as  it  was  called  in  England.  That  right  had 
been  held  forth,  by  those  who  maintained  the 
anti -slave-trade  doctrines.  What  did  Sir  Robert 
Peel  say  in  his  speech,  as  to  the  natare  of  the  right 
of  visitation?  In  order  to  show  that  the  article 
in  the  treaty  did  not  suspend  the  right  of  visita- 
tion, and  to  show  that  the  freedom  of  the  sea  was 
as  much  at  the  control  of  England  as  before  the 
treaty  was  formed,  he  made  the  declaration  putting 
that  right  on  a  broader,  higher  ground,  disconnect- 
ing it  from  the  idea  of  the  slave-trade.  They  did 
not  abandon  the  right  of  visitation,  which  Sir 
Robert  Peel  now  said  was  not  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  question  of  the  slave- trade,  but 
that  it  extends  to  the  whole  world  of  commerce— 
extends  to  vessels  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  as  well  as 
in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  everywhere  else. 
And  it  was  necessary  for  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  take 
this  ground,  in  order  to  justify  his  construction  of 
the  treaty.  Suppose,  then,  you  send  your  ei«?hty 
guns  and  your  one  or  two  thousand  men  to  Africa 
— suppose  you  execute  this  article  of  the  treaty: 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  AacRia]  says  the 
practical  effect  is  obtained.  Was  it?  Allowing 
his  construction  to  be  right,  tbe  practical  effect 
would  only  extend  to  the  eoast  of  Africa;  whereas 
Sir  Rebert  Peel  expressly  disconnected  the  right 
of  search  from  that  question.  Now,  while  this 
was  positively  asserted,  either  Sir  Robert  Peel 
must  be  stultified,  and  incapable  of  comprehending 
the  true  construction  pat  upon  the  treaty  in  the 
President's  message,  or  the  President^  construction 
was  erroneous;  and  inasmuch  as  Sir  Robert  Peel 
had  acknowledged  the  basis  upon  which  the  right 
of  search  was  predicated,  so  as  to  include  the 
African  squadron,  it  was  perfectly  manifest  that 
that  article  of  the  treaty  was  a  complete  nullity.  It 
would  be  absurd,  therefore,  to  attempt  carrying  it 
out  by  making  appropriarions. 

As  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  he  did  not 
intend  to  vote  for  a  dollar  of  appropriation  in  fur- 
therance of  the  treaty — ^not  even  to  pay  the  |300,000 
dollars  to  the  States.  He  would  not  do  it,  because 
he  considered  the  treaty  worse  than  a  war.  But 
he  would  not  go  into  the  character  of  the  treaty 
now.  Other  gentlemen  viewed  it  in  a  different 
light — gentlemen  of  more  experience,  and  who  had 
better  means  of  judging,  perhaps.  This,  however, 
was  his  view;  and  he  should  continue  to  act  upon 
it.  He  desired  to  know  what  it  was  that  we  had 
received  as  compensation  for  sending  out  those  80 
guns,  if  there  was  not  to  be  at  least  a  suspension 
of  the  right  to  visit  our  vessels.  The  President 
manifestly  considered  that  there  was  to  be  a  sus- 
pension of  that  right,  when  he  penned  his  message 
to  Congress;  and  he  asked,  if  it  was  true  that  we 
had  gained  so  much  in  reference  to  the  right  of 
visitation  npon  the  coast  of  Africa,  what  had  they 
gained  upon  the  general  principle?  The  British 
still  assert  that  they  have  a  right  to  visit  any  vessel 
for  any  purpose  whatever.  They  were  about  to 
pay  half  a  million  of  dollars  under  what  they  sup- 
posed to  be,  some  time  ago,  a  compact  by  which 
peace  had  been  purchased;  and  before  Congress 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  execute  ire  part  of  the 
contract,  by  appropriating  the  money,  it  was  dis- 
covered to  have  been  no  guaranty  of  peace  at  all. 
The  proper  time  lo  meet  this  question  was  the 
present;  and  be  was  prepared,  if  any  one  would 
introduce  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  to  instrnct  the 
President  to  take  possession  of  every  foot  of  the 
disputed  territory.  If  the  construction  put  upon 
the  treaty  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  right,  there  were 
still  more  pregnant  consequences  to  grow  out  of  it; 
because  it  showed  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government  to  promote  a  quarrel,  by  hold- 
ing up  our  Government  to  the  world  as  patting 


one  construction  upon  the  treaty,  whilst  they  hold 
another  and  a  different  one. 

If  the  President  was  right,  then  there  was  to 
difference  of  opinion,  though  the  attempt  to  maks 
out  a  difference ,  on  the  part  of  Sir  Robert  Fed, 
showed  a  desire  of  presenting  the  question  in  t 
worse  aspect  than  if  there  was,  in  reality,  a  difer- 
ence.  Sir  Robert  Peel  did  not  say  he  presumed  there 
was  room  for  some  misunderstanding— that  there 
was  difference  of  opinion;  bnt  he  had  come  out  and 
placed  this  Government  in  the  attitude  of  haviog 
endeavored  to  give  a  misconstruction  to  the  treaty. 
Would  any  statesman  in  Europe  believe  that  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States  did  not  know  what 
he  meant  in  his  message?    How  would  they  staftd 
before  the  world?    They  must  either,  in  homely 
phrase,  knock  under,  in  order  to  impress  tbe  treaty 
with  the  character  of  peace-offering;  or  they  mast 
recede   from   the   construction    put  upon  it  by 
the  President,  and  adopt  that  of  the  Britidi  min- 
ister, although  the  express  words  of  its  provisions 
showed  that  the  President  was  right,  and  that  be 
was  wrong.    Why  was  not  Mr.  Fox  instructed  to 
ascertain  fVom  the  American  Gk)vehiment  whateon- 
struction  had  been  put  upon  fihe  treaty,  to  see  if  a 
reconcilement  of  opposite  constructions  might  not 
be  effected?  He  considered  the  course  pursued  as  a 
declaration  on  the  part  of  England  that  the  treaty 
was  to  be  utterly  disregarded;  and  the  course  we 
should  take  was,  to  disregard  it  also^and  to  open  the 
negotiations  afresh.    We  had  a  treafy  with  France, 
by  which  she  had  free  admission  for  her  silks  and 
wines.    The  benefit  of  that  treaty  she  had  en- 
joyed for  some  time;  and  when  we  want^  to  claim 
the  benefit  of  it  on  our  part,  the  French  Chambers 
flinched.     What  did  we  do?     Gkneral  Jackson 
adopted  measures  to  compel .  them  to  stand  up  to 
their  bargain,  and  that  instanter.    Did  he  not  call 
upon  Congress  to  authorize  reprisals  upon  her 
commerce?    And  now,  when  you  pass  an  appro- 
priation and  send  out  a  squadron,  and  after  yon 
have  put  the  British  in  possession  of  die  half  of 
one  of  your  States,  they  will  inform  you  that  there 
^  is  some  other  cause  of  quarrel  subsisting,  more 
*  serious  than  the  slave-trade  itself.     The  treaty 
was,  in  his  judgment,  improperly  undertaken  in 
the  first  place.    Tbe  very  fact  of  the  Brit^  Got- 
ernment  sending  out  a  special  messenger,  without 
giving  us  previous  intimatioa,  was  a  suspidooa 
circumstance.    Great  Britain  was  not  in  tbe  halat 
of  going  abroad  to  nuke  peace.    When  she  aends 
out  a  negotiator,  it  is  aa  a  merchant,  to  traffic  to 
the  best  advantage.    She  has 'a  direct  interest  in 
maintaining  the  gyeatest  maritime  power;  and  all 
the  minor  powers  have  a  direct  interest  in  resist- 
ing the  extension  of  her  power*   Mr.  A.  concluded 
by  saying  that  we  had  gained  nothing  by  the  treaty. 

Mr.  EVANS  stated  that,  in  rising,  it  was  not 
his  purpose  to  prolong  (he  discussion,  but  to  entreat 
the  Senate  to  put  an  end  to  a  debate  which,  to  snj 
the  least  of  it,  ws^  premature,  and  whoUy  out  of 
place.  It  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  those 
who  concur  with  him  in  hostile  feelings  to  the  trea- 
ty, would  but  have  patience,  a  bill  from  the  other 
house  would,  in  a  day  or  two,  come  before  the  Sen- 
ate^ on  which  they  could  bring  up  the  subject,  and 
discuss  it  to  their  heart's  content— he  meant  thebifl 
making  provision  for  carrying  out  the  treaty.  How 
much  time  to- day  had  been  wasted  in  unproiitablo 
discussion,  leading  to  no  practical  result?  Enough, 
he  would  venture  to  say,  to  pass  forty  bills,  now 
awaiting  the  action  of  Congress,  llie  Senator 
from  Missouri  has  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  strike  out  all  appropriations  for  the 
African  squadron.  Now,  what  use  would  it  be  for 
the  committee  to  take  into  consideration  what 
was  not  into  the  bill  at  all? 

There  was  not  a  word  in  it  about  the  African 
squadron.  And,  although  he  would  not  pretend 
to  say  that  some  part  of  the  money  appropriated  in 
the  bill  was  not  tot>e  applied  to  the  expenses  of  Ihe 
squadron  to  be  kept  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
protectioa  of  our  commerce  and  shipping  there^ 
and  in  furtherance  of  tbe  provisions  of  the  treaty; 
yet  he  would  say,  that  it  would  make  no  difference 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  appropriations,  whether 
any  portion  of  the  navy  was  to  be  kept  on  that 
station  or  not.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ex- 
pressly says  that  the  keeping  of  4he  eighty  guns  oi| 
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the  coast  of  Africa,  according  to  the  stipolation  of 
*  the  treaty,  will  incar  do  additional  expense,  as  it 
jeqoires  no  addition  to  the  navy,  and  involves 
only  a  slight  alteration  in  the  arrangements  of  the 
fleets  and  class  of  vessels.    Suppose  it  was  decided 
that  no  sqoadron  should  be  kept  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  the  bill  were  recommitted:  still,  no  ap- 
propriation could  be  stricken  out;  for  the  whole  of 
-  the  navy  must  be  provided  for.    Did  not  the  Seaa- 
fof  from  Missouri,  then,  see  that  he  would  not  at- 
'  tain  his  object  by  recommitting  the  bill?    But  he 
coald  obtain  his  object,  (if  it  was  as  he  presumed  it 
to  be,  to  give  himself  and  those  who,  with  him,  were 
bosiile  to  the  treaty ,  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
yiews  and  obtfluniog  another  vote  on  the  oubject,) 
if  he  wonld  reserve  his  hostility  till  the  House  bill 
making  appio{»riation8  for  carrying  out  the  pro^ 
visions  of  the    treaty  should  come  up;  when,  by  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  sixth  section,  he  could 
bring  up  the  whole  qi^estion.    Ht  could  move  to 
iaierl  a  provision  that  no  portion  of  the  money 
appropriated  bjr  the  navy  appropriation  bill  should 
be  applied  to    the  expenses  of  any  squadron  em- 
ployed on  the  coaat  of  Africa  in  pursuance  of 
the  late  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain. 

He  wonld  a&k,  how  much  of  the  valuable  time 
of  this  short  session  had  been  already  thrown  away 
in  useless  discussion  of  that  treaty,  long  after  that 
disctission  coald,  by  any  possibility,  effect  'any 
practical  purpos^  If  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
still  thought  he  had  not  exhausted  the  subject,  he 
coald,  when  tlie  bankrupt  bill  was  disposed  of,  de- 
vote another  day  to  ii;  and,  all  important  business 
being  first  disposed  of,  he  might  proceed  with  bit 
discussion  to  his  heart's  content. 

Mr.  CDTHBKRT  did  not  consider  the  iuforma- 
tion  furnished  by  the  despatch  from  our  minister 
at  London,  nor  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  suf- 
fldent  to  warrant  immediate  action  oa  the  subject. 
.  In  the  yarioos  reports  of  that  speech,  there  were 
evident  obscurities,  leaving  it  uncertain  if  there- 
marks  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  did  not  exclusively  re- 
late to  the  general  right  of  visitation,  and  not  to 
the  visitation,  on  the  coast  of  Africa  in  reference  to 
the  slave-trade.  * 

The  8ih  article  of  the  treaty  relates  to  the  right 
of  visitation  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  slave- 
trade;  and  80  far,  it  is  unquestionably  a  suspen* 
non  of  the  British  right  of  search.  He  (Mr.  C.) 
pointed  oat  an  inconsistency  with  which  Sir  Robert 
Peel  would  stand  chargeable  if  he  did  not  make 
this  reservation }  and,  therefore,  he  thought  there 
was  too  mnch  obscurity  in  the  language  of  his 
speech,  as  reported,  to  warrant  any  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  subject,  till  better  informed. 
:  Mr.  CALiHOUN  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
mto  the  discussion,  but  merely  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  information  was  really  too  imperfect 
npon  which  to  base  any  action.  This  discussion 
was  entirely  lost.  If  a  paper  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  a  friend  in  London  contained  a  correct 
report  of  the  speech,  he  conceived  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  difference  between  the  opinion  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel  and  that  of  our  Government  as  to 
the  right  of  visitation.  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  spoken 
of  the  right  of  visitation  in  its  more  enlarged  sense; 
whilst  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty  had  reference 
only  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave-trade  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
ngfat  of  visitation  was  waived  or  abandoned,  so 
far  as  lbe.examinatton  of  vessels  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  was  concerned,  in  the  treaty  stipulations. 
He  certainly  understood  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  admit, 
by  the  readiiDg  of  the  speech,  as  reported  in  the 
paper  alluded  to,  (the  European  Times,)  that  the 
right  was  abandoned  so  far  as  that  point  was  con- 
cerned. And,  to  give  greater  weight  to  this  posi- 
tion, it  now  turned  out  that  the  proposition  came 
from  08.  He  knew  that  there  were  other  portions 
q(  the  speech  which  would  induce  a  diffierent  opin- 
ion; but  he  l)elieved  that,  upon  eclairsissement,  it 
woiild  be  found  that,  while  the  President,  in  his 
message,  bad  reference  to  visitation  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  Sir  Robert  Peel  meant  visitation  gen- 
erally. 

Mr.  ARCHER  here  intenupting,  made  some 
remarks  in  confirmation  of  the  view  taken  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  CAI«HOUN  proceedingi  said  that  it  was 


jmpcs  ibie  for  any  man  to  read  ihe  tna>y,  and  say 
that  the  right  ot  visitation  was  notsuperseded  by  the 
provisions  of  that  treaty.  It  was  superseded;  and 
be  had  so  treated  it  in  his  speech  on  the  treaty;  and 
no  man  Qould  read  that  treaty  without  being  thus 
satisfied  that  each  party  was  to  take  supervision 
of  its  own  vessels.  When  they  looked  at  the  ob- 
ject of  the  negotiation  on  this  point,  no  doubt  could 
t>e  entertained.  What  was  the  immediate  object? 
Was  it  not  lhis~te  enter  into  stipulations  with 
Qreat  Britain,  such  as  she  had  made  with  all  Eu- 
ropean powers?  He  believed  they  had  the  supers 
vision,  not  only  of  their  own  vessels,  but  of  all  Eu- 
ropean vessels.  What  was  the  result  of  this  state 
of  things?  The  result  was,  that  our  flag  was  used 
by  all  persons  engaged  in  the  slave-trade.  Qreat 
Britain  then  threw  herself  on  the  five  European 
powers.  She  wished  to  make  it  a  question,  not  of 
municipal  regulation,  but  of  international  law.  All 
the  great  Christian  powers  agreed  to  accept  it  but 
this  country  alone. 

Mr.  C.  spoke  at  some  length,  with  a  view  to 
show  that  all  Europe  had  given  the  construction  to 
the  treaty  which  had  been  given  to  it  by  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  (as  he  understood  his  remarks,) — that,  by  its 
provisions,  the  right  of  visitation  was  superseded 
on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

[The  indistinct  manner  in  which  Mr.  C.'s  re- 
marks were  heard  in  the  reporters*  gallery  induces 
the  reporter  to  defer  them  for  future  publication.] 

Mr.  BAQBY  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
instructions  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri; 
it  was  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  for 
the  expenses  of  captured  Africans  returned  to  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  entreated  his  friend  (the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama,  Mr.  Bagbt)  not  to  embarrass 
the  question  by  the  introduction  of  this  new  issue. 

Mr.  BAQBY  said  he  would,  with  great  pleasure, 
yield  to  the  request  of  bis  honorable  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  if  be  could  reconcile  it  to  himself 
to  depart  from  the  rigid  line  of  duty  by  which  he 
had  been  induced  to  ofifep*  the  amendment.  He 
believed  it  was  imj^ative,  because  it  was  the  last 
chance  he  could  \a^  of  moving  to  strike  out  that 
appropi^iation,  which,  small  as  it  was,  involved  a 
principle  of  great  magnitude. 

Mr.  CIJTHBERT  did  not  see  why  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  should  object  to  blending  the 
two  issues  which  related  to  the  same  subject.  He 
should  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  with  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  KINQ  begged  leave  to  ask  his  honorable 
colleague  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Africans 
recaptured  by  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  in 
the  execution  of  existing  laws?  Were  they  to  be 
thrown  into  the  sea,  upon  being  recaptured?  or 
were  they  be  brought  to  this  country?  Either  must 
be  done,  if  they  were  not  to  be  taken  back  to  the 
coast  of  Africa.  Now,  he  knew  his  colleague 
would  not  have  them  thrown  into  the  sea;  and, 
even  if  admissible  to  bring  them  to  this  country, 
they  eould  not  be  brought  here  without  expense. 
The  best  course,  under  the  circumstances,  had 
been  pursued  for  years;  and  that  was,  to  take  ihem 
t9  the  coast  of  Africa;  but  that  incurred  some  ex- 
pense, and  this  annual  appropriation  was  made  to 
defray  that  expense.  With  respect  to  the  main 
subject  of  discussion,  he  felt  bound  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  information  before  the  Senate  was  not 
sufficient  to  justify  the  course  proposed  by  his  hon- 
orable friend  from  Missouri.  He  (Mr.  K.)  did 
not.  differ  from  the  views  taken  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States — that  the  arrangement  made 
in  the  treaty,  with  regard  to  keeping  a  squadron 
of  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  wa$  an  ad- 
justment of  the  difficulty  growing  out  of  the  British 
claim  of  the  rjsbt  of  visitation,  which  that  arrange- 
ment superseded;  and  that  there  could  be  no  other 
object  understood  by  the  negotiators,  is  manifest 
from  the  fact  of  L^rd  Ashburton  being  sent  here 
to  adjust  the  principal  difficulty,  which  could  not 
be  adjusted  otherwise,  in  consequence  of  thp  British 
Qovernment  insisting  on  the  right  ofv^iiation. 
What  was  the  object  of  bringing  the  subject  to  the 
view  of  ibis  Qovernment  at  all,  if  it  was  not  to  in- 
duce some  arrangement  which  would  admit  of  a 
suspennon  of  the  claim  of  the  British  Qovernment 
to  the  right  of  visitaiiHi  on  board  our  ressels  on 


the  coast  of  Africa?  Lord  Aberdeen  had  refused 
any  concession.  It  was  not  the  right  of  search 
that  was  claimed.  That  had  been,  unequivocally 
given  up.  It  was  the  right  of  visitation ;  and  that 
was  what  gave  rise  to  the  principal  difficulty,  so 
hard  to  adjust  between  Uiat  Qovernment  and 
this.  We  had  iieclared  that  we  could  not, 
and  would  not,  concede  the  right  of  visitation  on 
any  terms.  The  misconduct  of  British  officers^ 
under  pretence  of  ascertaining  the  validity  of 
the  American  flag  on  board  our  merchant  ves- 
sels, had  been  the  subject  of  constant  complaint. 
It  had  become  intolerable,  and  we  could  no  longer 
suffer  it.  Here,  then,  was  a  direct  point  of  collision; 
and  that  was  what  bought  Lord  Arshburton  to 
this  country  with  a  view  ef  adjusting  the  difficulty. 
There  was  no  longer  a  question  as  to  the  right  of 
search;  for  that  had  been  given  up  long  ago.  The 
thing  to  be  settled  was  the  claim  of  the  right  of 
visitation,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
validity  of  the  American  flag  when  hoisted  by  any 
ship  on  the  African  coast.  Even  the  inviolability 
of  the  American  flag,  if  a  ship  properly  entitled  to 
carry  it  had  slaves  on  board,  was  admitted.  The 
British  Qovernnaent  declared  that  in  such  case  they 
had  no  right  to  interfere.  But  such  would  be  a 
ease  of  violation  of  our  own  laws;  and  we  are  under 
obligations  to  those  laws  to  prevent  their  violation. 
It  was,  therefore,  proposed  by  this  Qovernment  to 
adopt  a  course  which  would  supersede  the  neeesf 
sity  of  British  visitation  to  ships  bearing  oju  flag 
on  that  coast,'  by  keeping  80  guns  afloat  there  to 
enforce  our  own  laws  on  our  own  vessels,  and  to 
execute  the  right  of  search  ourselves  in  'relation  to 
vessels  hoisting  our  flag.  The  8th  article  of  the 
treaty  proves  that  the  arrangement  was  thus  ac- 
cepted by  Lord  Ashburton,  as  superseding  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  British  right  of  visitation;  for  it  points 
out  the  very  mode  in  which  vessels  shall  be  vis* 
ited. 

He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  a  newspaper  re- 
port of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  speech  conld  be  taken  as 
a  correct  version  of  the  speech  itself.  There  were 
evidently  obscurities  in  the  version  read  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  (Mr.  K.)  bad 
seen  the  version  in  the  L9ndon  Times,  and  he 
could  not  help  saying  that  it  was  more  likely  to 
be  correct;  bat,  in  that  version,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  Sir  Robert  Peel  took  still  stronger  ground  than 
that  assumed  in  the  other.  It  bore  the  impression 
that  he  maintained,  not  only  the  British  right  of 
visitation  in  the  general  sense,  but  in  a  sense 
which  would  extend  it  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  If  it 
should  turn  out  that  such  was  his  meaning,  it 
would  be  a  subject  of  infinite  surprise  to  him;  for 
he  would  consider  it  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
treaty.  We  had  agreed  to  do  what,  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  we  were  bound  to  do— to  carry  into 
execution  our  own  laws;  and,  therefore,  there  re- 
mained no  longer  a  pretence  for  England  to  perse- 
vere in  her  claim  of  a  right  of  visitation.  Had  he 
not  considered  this  point  dearly  settled,  ho  never 
would  have  voted  aaainst  striking  out  that  article 
in  the  treaty.  He  firmly  relied  on  its  being  a 
suspension  of  the  British  claim,  and  that  it  was  v<^ 
stipulated  by  Lord  Ashburton.  He  was  satisfied 
of  this,  because  he  so  understood  it  from  Lord  Ash- 
burton himself.  There  was  a  bare  possibility  that 
the  new  state  of  circumstances  in  England,  and 
in  the  intoxication  resulting  from  recent  successes. 
Sir  Robert  Peele,  In  his  speech,  had  given  way  to 
the  national  excitement,  and  expressed  himself  in 
a  manner  not  justified  by  the  original  understand- 
ing of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed,  that  if  Qreat  Briuin 
should,  in  the  face  of  the  facts,  interpret  the  treaty 
in  the  manner  supposed,  and  should  act  upon  that 
interpretation,  we  would,  in  contesting  that  point 
with  her,  have  the  advantage  on  our  side  not  only 
of  being  right,  and  having  the  sympathies  of  the 
world  with  us,  but  we  should  have  all  the  benefit  of 
an  appeal  to  the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  it  seemed  to  him  not 
a  little  strange,  that  gentlemen  who  seem  to  be 
most  sensitive  on  the  subject  of  British  aggression 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  everywhere  else,  should 
be  the  first  to  move  a  curtailment  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  navy— the  only  force  we  have  at  all 
capable  of  keeping  in  check  that  very  propensi^- 
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to  agcression.  If  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  indulged ia  all 
the  belligerent  apprehensions  which  seemed  to  iron- 
ble.the  gentlemen  opposite;  if  he  had  thought  as 
'  they  did,  thai  Great  Britain  meditated  all  sorts  of 
encroach  men  is  on  this  country;  if  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  as  they  had  done,  that  she  was  bent  upon 
ravaging  our  merchant  vessels  on  tne  coast  of  Afri- 
ca.^he  last  thing  in  the  world  he  would  have 
thought  of  doing,  would  be  to  vote  down  the  naval 
appropriations.  These  would  have  be«n  ample 
considerations  rather  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  in- 
creased appropriations.  The  gentlemen  fear  Brit- 
ish aggressions  on  our  merchant  vessels  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  yet  will  not  vote  a  dollar  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  vessels.  What  a  strange  inconsistency 
this  is  between  the  sentiments  they  express,  and  the 
measures  they  propose!  The  squadron  at  the  coast 
of  Africa  is  to  effect  these  good  purposes;  first,  to 
protect  our  merchant  vessels  in  that  region;  next, 
to  fulfil  our  just  obligations  under  a  solemn  treaty, 
which  we  are  bound  to  carry  out  in  good  faith. 

.  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  point  out  the  solemn  obliga- 
tions of  the  treaty,  and  the  necessity  of  disregard- 
ing the  insufficient  evidence  of  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  British  ministry  to  violate  it.  He  con- 
tended that  a  mere  speech  in  Parliament,  like 
a  speech  in  the  Senate,  was  altogether  a  dif- 
erent  thing  from  a  belligerent  act.  Sir  Robert 
Peel  might  be  allowed,  if  he  felt  so  disposed,  to 
malEe  a  flourish  of  words  before  a  British  House  of 
Commons,  which  he  would  be  very  far  from  carry- 
ing into  effect  in  the  face  of  our  squadron  on  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  discussion  had  taken  a 
turn  which  he  did  not  expect— that  of  a  queMion 
as  to  the  correctness  of  the  report  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel^  5peech.  True,  there  were  the  usual  varia- 
tions in  the  details  of  the  reports,  but  they  agreed 
in  (he  main  point;  and  all  America  and  all  Europe 
must  sea  that  we  had  received  a  slap  in  the  face—- 
that  the  Presidents  message  was  flatly  contradicted 
--«nd  principles  avowed  from  which  collisions 
must  arise.  The  difference  of  opinion  amounted 
to  treaty  or  no  treaty  on  this  point !  The  difference 
between  the  two  Govecnments  nullified  this  part  of 
tbe  treaty;  and  he  thought  it  the  part  of  common 
prudence  to  stop  now,  and  remove  the  difference, 
before  collisions  resulted.  The  treaty  was  ratified 
in  this  chambf r,  upon  the  President's  view  of  iu 
Senators  Toted  upon  that  view,  as  they  now  de- 
dan,  and  as  we  know;  and  now,  if  there  shall  be 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Administration  to 
equivocate,  and  to  reconcile  the  Presidents  mes- 
sage to  Sir  Robert  Peel's  speech,  by  making  the 
message  yield  to  the  speech,  it  will  be  a  fraud  upon 
the  Senators  who  voted  for  the  ratification. 

Senators  who  voted  for  the  treaty  say  if  the 
British  act  upon  the  declarations  of  their  minister, 
they  will  go  to  war;  and  this  is  the  state  to  which 
the  peace  treaty  has  brough  us !  The  seeds  of  war 
are  in  it!  for  they  may  teu  assured  that  the  min* 
ister  spoke  advisedly;  and  all  reports  of  his  j^peech 
iihow  that  it  was  cheered  as  often  as  he  declared 
his  determination  to  adhere  to  the  right  of  visit. 

Mr.  BAQBY  considered  that  the  true  under- 
standing of  the  treaty,  when  ratified  by  the  Senate, 
was  the  only  correct  interpretation  of  it;  and  that 
any  attempt  to  force  upon  us  a  different  construc- 
tion, would  be  so  dishonorable  that  words  could 
not  convey  his  ideas  of  its  enormity.  Mr.  B. 
commented  with  great  ability  on  the  position  in 
which  the  British  Government  had  been  placed  by 
this  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Peel;  and  maintained  that 
bo!h  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  and 
his  amendment  were  perfectly  justified  by  the  dec- 
laration of  the  British  premier. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  part 

Sroposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the  Senator  from 
lissouri. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  there  was  no  such  part 
in  the  bill,  and  the  Clerk  need  not  be  running  the 
bill  over  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
instructions,  and  they  were  read. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Bagbt,  to  the  instruction  moved  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  it  was  put,  and  decided  on 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  5,  nays  36,  as  follows: 


YE/LS— Meaan.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bentoo,  McEotMrta,  and  Smith 
of  Connecticut— 6. 

NAYS— Mann.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Buclianan,  Calhoun,  Choate,  Conrad.  Ciafta.  Crittenden,  Day- 
ton, Evans,  Fulton,  Henderson,  Huniiugton,  Kerr,  King,  Linn, 
McDuffle,  Mangum,  Merrick;  Miller,  Horehead,  Phelrw,  Por- 
ter, RiTee,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  8pm2ae.TaUmadg!e, 
White,  Wilcox,  WUIiama,  Woodbridge,  and  Woodbury— 36. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  and  in- 
structions of  Mr.  Bsmton, 

l^r.  ARCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  stated  that  he  would  have 
taken  no  part  in  this  discussion,  if  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  not  been  ordered.  It  was  well  known  that 
he  assented  to  the  treaty  as  a  whole,  but  opposed 
the  part  now  drawn  into  oontrofersy;  and  his  presr 
ent  vote  might  be  misunderstood,  if  he  made  no 
explanation.  But  he  would  detain  gentlemen  only 
a  moment. 

It  had  been  apprehended  by  some  that  the 
English  prime  minister  did  not  intend,  by  his 
speech,  to  take  any  step  in  contravention  of  the 
treaty,  as  understood  by  us  and  by  the  President. 
Though  that  minister  is  reported  to  have  ex- 
pressed a  material  difference  in  his  views  from  the 
message  of  the  American  Executive;  yet  it  may 
have  been  only  a  theoretical  or  abstract  difference. 
The  extract  of  the  recent  letter  from  onr  ambassa- 
dor at  the  court  of  St.  James^ust  received  and 
read  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations — would,  on  re-ezamination,  be  found  to 
fortify  this  inference.  The  extract  was  before  bim; 
and  while  it  appears  that  Mr.  Everett  was  present 
in  the  House  cf  Commons  during  Sir  Robert  Peel^ 
speech,  not  a  syllable  is  said  concerning  the  remarks 
of  the  latter,  looking  'to  any  practical  conflid  ia 
views  between  him  and  the  President. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  we  have  all  of  the  let- 
ter relating  to  this  subject;  and,  if  nothing  has  been 
withheld,  Mr.  Everett  heard  nothing  from  Sir 
Robert  Peel  which  surprised  or  alarmed  him  on 
Ibis  point;  though  he  was  surprised  that  the  minister 
supposed  no  answer  had  ever  been  given  to  Lord 
Aberdeen's  letter  of  December,  1841. 

The  silence  of  our  minister  on  this  point  furnishes 
astrohg  presumption  that  S|(^ Robert  Peel's  re- 
marks on  it  were  different  from  the  newspaper  re- 
port, or  were  a  mere  political  flourish  on  an  ab* 
stract  right  to  inquire  and  visit  on  the  oeean,  not 
renounced,  nor  intended  to  be  renounced. 

If  it  went  further,  and  looked  to  any  practical 
differences  concerning  the  treaty,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  minister  to  have  said  so;  and  of  the  Executive 
here  to  have  laid  the  fact  before  us. 

But  this  provision  in  the  treaty,  though,  in  Mr. 
W.'s  view,  a  humiliating  one,  and  opposed  by  him 
on  its  ratification,  opght  to  be  enforced  by  us  till 
violated  onr  the  other  side.  Mr.  W.  thought,  in 
August  last,  when  the  treaty  was  under  considera- 
tion, and  still  thought,  that  it  was  derogatory  for 
us  to  engage  te  England,  or  any  other  power,  that  we 
would  do  what  it  was  our  duty  to  do  without  such 
an  engsgement.  He  thought  it  placed  England  in 
the  attitude  of  a  guardian  over  us.  He  wanted  for 
our  country  no  protector  abroad.  He  would  wil- 
lingly submit  to  no  national  surveillance  or  tutor- 
ship. Such  a  provision,  if  not  intended  for  one, 
opens  the  door  to  one;  and,  without  any  spirit  df 
prophecy,  it  was  easy  to  foresee  that  the  manner 
of  enforcing  sach  a  stipulation  in  a  treaty  was 
likely  to  lead  to  constant  complaint,  if  not  col< 
lision. 

Whenever  it  might  please  England  to  insist  that 
our  cruisers  did  not  exercise  sufficient  activity  or 
vigilance,  she  would  exercise  her  abstract  right  of 
visitation;  she  would  make  it  practical,  and  push 
it  into  a  right  of  search,  as  heretofore.  But  let 
her  push  it  while  this  treaty  remained  in  force;,  or 
let  her  ever  push  it  beyond  mere  inquiry  and  visit- 
ation, and  then  a  case  would  actually  have  oc- 
curred for  belligerent  measures  on  our  side.  Till 
then,  however,  Mr.  W.  was  willing,  since  the 
treaty  had  been  ratifiedi  to  vote  all  reasonable  ap- 
propriations to  enforce  it.  It  was  not  that  he  liked 
any  doubtful  part  of  it  very  much,  or  this  provision 
at  all;  but  because  this  provision  took  away  all 
pretence  for  outrages  on  our  trade  and  merchant 
vessels,  under  color  of  mere  inquiry  or  visitation. 

How  this  mere  inquiry  and  visitation  for  certain 
purposes  had  been  abused^  ha  possessed  some 


means  of  knowing,  in  this  very  class  of  eases,  for- 
merly. Onr  difficulties  had  arisen,  not  from  (he 
fair  exercise  of  suah  a  right  only  by  Briti^  cntiMH, 
but  fiom  the  abuse  of  it — from  pushing  it  to  a  lUS 
of  search ;  from  entering  our  vessel?.  overhavlLp 
their  papers,  insulting  their  officers,  detaining  theft 
on  their  voyage,  and  causing  actual  losses  to  thoie 
engaged  in  lawful  and  honorable  oommeree. 

Tliis  abuse  was  what  we  had  protested  against. 
This  was  what  Amiericans  never  would  tam^y 
submit  to.  This  was,  in  effect,  carrying  on  the  oU. 
fashioned  right  of  search,  under  the  name  or  covtr 
only  of  a  visit — a  right  of  search  now  disclaiiaed 
by  the  English  minister  except  in  tima  of  war. 
So  Lord  Aberdeen  had  abandoned  any  ri^t 
to  detain  our  vessels;  but  Still  they  bad  beea 
detained,  and  they  had  been  search^,  afid 
both  by  violence;  and  this  we  had  denounced,  i(tod 
would  resist.  But  the  mere  right  of  inqairj,  ti 
e?en  of  visitation,  Mr.  W.,  for  one,  had  never 
questioned,  under  proper  circnmstanees,  on  die 
ocean,  by  any  nation.  Shipsofwar  were  orteai 
species  of  police  force  on  the  great  and  common 
highway  of  all  nations. 

When  war  existed,  the  parlies  engaged  had  i 
right  to  inquire  and  see  that  none  travelled  aoder 
false  colors,  so  as  to  escape  their  enemy.  Bat 
even  then,  we  had  always  denied  the  right  to  cany 
this  inquiry  to  a  search  of  the  cargo  in  a  netitnd 
vessel — for  our  motto  had  been,  "Frtt  tkipt  nuk 
fre$  goodti*^  much  less  had  we  recognized  the  tight 
to  search  the  muster-rolls  of  the  vessel,  and  to 
decks,  to  impress  any  supposed  foreigners.  Witt 
peace  existed,  if  pirates  were  commoii  in  any  seii, 
the  right  of  inquiry  and  visitation,  in  case  of  mndk 
flonbtf  existed  there,  in  order  to  detect  disgoises  aod 
frauds,  and  prevent  escapes.  8o  in  case  of  snig- 
gling on  tbe  coast  of  any  country:  if  It  bfcmt 
frequent,  the  right  of  inquiry  prevailed  tkerr,  and 
was  exercised  by  us  as  well  as  well  as  other  natioBi 
So  in  case  of  the  alaye-trade  on  the  coast  of  ifHea-^ 
the  worst  species  uf  crime,  if  not  technical  piraey. 

But  these  rights,  growing  out  of  special  and  lo- 
cal exigences,  did  not  Justify  officious,  vexatioas, 
and  constant  visits  to  vessels,  everywhere,  and  on 
*  all  occasions,  by  a  dominant  power,  and  detainiag 
those  vessels  uselessly  ur  maltreaiing  their  olBeen 
and  crews.  The  favorable  view  of  this  pan  of 
the  treaty  of  |84#,  as  to  onr  keeping  alarger  nnl 
force  on  tbe  coa^t  of  Africa,  was,  that  it  took  awajr 
all  occasion  from  other  powers,  either  to  elain  oc 
exercise  any  right  to  overhaul,  in  anyway,  oei 
stflps.  It  thus  should'prevettt  the  danger  of  abases 
of  any  kihd,  with  their  inevitable  coUiatona,  endlBK 
in  war. 

If  it  did  not,  and  in  fact  England  shonld  still  at- 
tempt, with  force,  to  visit  car  vessels  there,  or  to 
posh  visitation  into  search,  none  would  resist  it 
quicker  or  longer  than  he.'  These,  in  brief,  woe 
the  views  he  Entertained  on  the  topie;  and  oa  that 
account,  he  should,  till  some  actual  wrong  occur- 
red on  the  other  side,  vote  for  an  appropiialioa  like 
this,  and  not  for  a  recommitment. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Biint>s% 
proposition,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative^yeas  4, 
nays  36,  as  follows: 

YE/LS— Measn.  Allen,  B«nu>n,  Lion,  and  Bmith  of  Coo- 
neclicut— 4. 

NAYS— Measra.  Archer,  Barrow,  Balaa,  Barard.  Bern 
Calhoun,  Cheate,  Clayton,  Conrad.  Cnfto,  Cnttenden.Cau- 
iMit,  Dayton,  Evans,  Pulton,  Renaerson,  HunthigttNHlari 
Kfnf,McDuffie,Manfiun),  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehaad,  Plwpii 
Porter,  Rivea,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Snn^ue,  Tallom 
Tappan,  White,  Wilcox,  Woodbridge,  and  Woodbary-3fi. 

Mr.  BAGBY  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  pro- 
cure action  on  the  bill  permitting  the  notes  of  ^ 
State  Bank  of  Alabama  to  be  received  from  pra* 
emptioners,  in  payment  for  lands  sold  in  thai  Statt, 
on  certain  conditions. 

Several  bills  from  the  House  were  then  taken 
from  the  President's  table,  and  referred  to  appro- 
priate standing  committees, 

Mr.  SEVIER  here  made  an  ineffeciaal  effort  to 
have  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House,  aothor- 
izing  a  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  Tennes- 
see, with  the  view  of  establi<shiog  a  naval  depot 
and  armory  there,  taken  op  and  disposed  of. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  bill  foi 
the  relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad,  and  ibe 
Grand  Gulf  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  v» 
taken  up  for  consideration.       # 
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Conlmuedfrcm  AV.  31. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  this  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table  ai  bis  instaiiee,  with  a  riew  to 
citable  him  \p  get  some  informatioD  from  the  de- 

Sitment.  He  bad  procured  that  information, 
e  fooad  that  the  departmeni  bad  yielded,  by  its 
daetsion  on  the  remission  of  those  duties  on  railroad 
iron,  the  groands  which  formed  one  point  of  his 
objection  to  the  passage  of  the  biU$  and  if  it  was 
80  amended  as  to  strike  out  the  second  section,  the 
bill  YonJd  not  at  aU  interfere  with  the  principles 
be  had  entertained,  eenoeming  the  remission  of 
doties  on  railroad  iron. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  was  stricken  oat;  and  there  being 
BO  farther  amendment  proposed,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed.  So  mnch  of 
the  title  as  related  to  ihe  Qrand  GoU'  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company  was  stricken  out. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  bnsi- 
ncis;  and  after  aome  time  spent  therein,  adjonmed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TH17BSS0A7,  February  23,  1843. 

Mr.  R.  McCLELLAN  presented  the  several 
petitions  of  Maria  Bf  rit,  of  Hndson,  N.  T.,  and 
Polly  Thomas,  of  Claverack,  N.  Y.,  praying  an 
extension  of  the  widows  pension  act. 

Mr.  BOYD  presented  the  papers  of  Mn.  Charity 
Clark,  asking  to  be  allowed  a  pension:  referred  to 
the  Gommiitee  m|  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

On  motion  b^Pttr.  KEIM,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  >discharged  from  the  further  eonsidera- 
tiott  of  the  bill,  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Schuyler; 
and  the  same  having  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
vas  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BRIQGHSasked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Wher«u  all  lawi  pused  by  the  Qpvemor  and  LegislatiTe 
Cnincil  or  Florida  are  in  AiU  force,  uati!  diaapproved  by  Con* 
fim:  therefore 

KetolvetL  That  (he  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
9i,  fbrlhwlih,  to  report  the  following  bill: 

Be  it  enacted  by  ihe  Senate  and  Houee  qf  Repreeenta- 
tivet  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congrees  aetembUd,  That  an 


ux  paaeed  by  the  Govemur  and  legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  approTOd  by  the  said  Governor  on  the 
6di  dajr  of  March,  18^2,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  future 
migmtion  of  free  negroes  or  mulattoee  to  this  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes."  Inb,  and  the  same  la  hereby,  disapprored,  and 
■btll  henceforth  be  of  no  force. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  rose  to  a  privileged 
qsestion.  He  wished  to  mske  an  explanation 
personal  to  himself,  and  hoped  the  Honse  wonld 
extend  the  vsoal  coortesy  to  him. 

The  SPEAKER  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  to  suspend  his  explanation  till  the  de* 
eisioa  of  the  Hoase  on  the  qaestion  pending. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  objected  (o  the  reception 
of  ihe  resolution.  ' 

Mr.  BRIGKs^S  moved  a  snspension  of  the  rales. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  believed  that  the  subject  had 
been  referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary; 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  they  had  reported 
on  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  they  had  not  This 
resolntion  was  to  direct  them  to  reporf  forthwith. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  sospen- 
sion  of  the  roles. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL;  to  avoid  the  consump- 
tion of  time,  moved  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the 
table. 

BAr.  MERIWETHER  said  that  the  resolution 
vas  not  yet  received. 

Mr.  PICKENS  appealed  to  the  House  to  allow 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Thompson] 
to  take  the  floor.  He  wished  to  spesk  of  a  matter 
personal  to  himself  and  bis  State;  and  in  such  cas*  s 
permission  was  always  given  as  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mii^sissippi  rose  and  said 
he  desired  to  take  possession  of  the  floor  but  for  a 
ttinnte,  on  a  matter  personal  to  himself.  On  ihe 
day  before  yesterday,  while  he  was  proceeding 
with  his  remtrksoh  the  resolntion  of  Mr.  Imger- 


soLL,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Ratitkr.]  The  remarks 
made  by  that  gentleman  were  imperfectly  heard 
by  him;  but  he  had  been  informed  by  otbers  who 
heard  him,  that  his  remarks  were  susceptible  of  an 
interpretation  which  reflected  disparagingly  and 
injuriously  upon  the  State  of  Mississippi,  as 
well  as  upon  himself.  No  report  of  what  passed 
has  appeared  in  the  papers.  On  yesterday  the 
gentleman  was  not  in  his  seat;  and  as  he  now 
saw  him  in  bis  seat,  he  took  the  first  occasion  to 
call  hia  attention  to  this  matter,  and  inquire  what 
was  his  intention  in  those  remarks.  ^ 

Mr.  RAYNBR  said  the  reason  why  he  was  not 
in  his  seat  yesterday,  was,  that  he  was  detained  at 
his  room  by  indisposition.  The  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  said  he  did  not  hear  hu  (Mr.  R.'s)  re- 
marks; and  he  (Mr.  R.^  knew  not  what  it  was 
that  the  gentleman  allnaed  to.  It  seemed  some 
bnsy*body  had  persuaded  him  that  he  (Mr.  R.) 
had  said  something  whieh  might  be  construed  as 
peisonally  ofiiensive  to  him  [Mr.  T.l  and  that  waa 
also  calculated  to  reflect  upon  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi. As  to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  R.  said 
he  had  said  nothing  about  her;  and  he  did  not, 
therefore,  fed  called  on  to  express  any  opinion 
now,  as  to  the  course  of  that  State.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  asked  this  explanation  in 
good  faith,  (as  he,  Mr.  R.,  was  bound  to  suppose  he 
did,)  he  (Mr.  R.)  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
he  meant  nothing  personally  offensive  to  Mr.  T. 
The  gentleman  [Mr.  T.]  had  given  bim  (Mr.  R) 
no  cause  of  offence;  and  of  course,  he  (Mr.  R.) 
could  not  intend  to  be  personally  offensive  to  Mr. 
T.  He  owed  it  to  himself  to  say,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  having  gone  out  of  his 
way  to  offend  any  onci  without  cause. 

Mr.  PICKENSLgaid,  as  he  bad  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Hoole  to  the  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  it  might  be  supposed 
that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  al- 
luded to  him  as  the  informer  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Tbompsom]  On  the  con- 
trary, he  had  not  said  a  word  to  him  as  to  this 
matter. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  here  interposed,  and  said  he 
had  held  no  conversation  with  the  gentleman  from 
poath  Carolina  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  BAYNER  replied,  that  he  made  no  allu- 
sion whatever  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. ^ 

"The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Jobv  Camp- 
bill's  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Briogs^s  resolution  on 
the  table,  Mr.  C.  withdrew  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bbigos  to  suspend  the  rules;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  66,  nays  104,  as  foliows: 

TBA^S->MeHn.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrewi,  Baker, 
Barnard,  Birdaeye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden.  Brewiter,  Briega, 
Brockway,  Broneon,  Jmremiah  Brown,  Cnilda,  Chiuenden, 
Staley  N.  Clarke^Cowen,  Cranston, Cravens,  Richard D.  Davia, 
John  Edwarda,  JBverett,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Patrick  O.  Ctoode, 
Hall,  Halsiead,  Henry,  HndsoB,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  InfersoU, 
James  Irvin,  Jamss,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Linn.  McKennan, 
Marchand,  Nathiot,  Bfa'tocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morris,  Os* 
borne,  Ramsey.  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Read.  Ridgway, 
William  Rusaell,  James  M.  Russell,  Baltonstall,  Sanford,  Blade, 
Btokely,  Simtton,  TUlinchast,  Tolaod,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull, 
Wallace,  Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Winthrop, 
Yorke,  and  Augustus  Younk— 66. 

NAYS— Messrs.  LandalfW.  Andrews,  Arnold.  Arrington, 
Aiherton,  Barton,  Bidlack,  Botts,  Bowne,  Boyo,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler.  William  O.  Butler,  Petri  k  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Car^,  Casey,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Cush- 
inff,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Delierry,  John  C. 
Edwards,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Fomance,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Geny, 
Gilmer,  Ooffgin,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Green,  Gwin,  Har- 
ris.  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Keira,  King.  Lewb,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClel- 
Ian,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Meriwether,  Miller,  Miichell,  Moore,  Owsley,  Partridge,  Payne, 
Pickens,  F  npe,  Powell.  Alexander  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding, 
Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rheit,  Riggs,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Shaw, 
Bhepperd,  Snyder,  Sceenrod,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T. 
Stuart,  Summers,  Sweney,  John  B.  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Triplet!,  Trottt,  Dnderwood,  Van 
Buren,  Van  RensselaM*,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrook,  Ed 
wan)  D.  White,^hriKopber  H.  WiUlams,  Josoph  L.  WUllamt, 
and  Wi0»— UM. 


Mr.  WM.  C.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following 

resolution: 

JHeeotved,  That  the  Presidflnt  of  the  United  States  eom- 
mnnicaie  to  this  Honse  all  the  corrsspondeoce  between  the  mki* 
Isters  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  Government,  and  the 
correspoodenee  and  instructions  of  this  Government  with  itM 
ministers  hi  relation  to  what  has  generally  been  called  the 
^■CrBole**  and  **McLeod"  cases,  noc  heretofore  commonica- 
ted  to  this  House,  if  not  inoompaUble  with  the  public  isr- 
vlce. 

Mr.  GUSHING  and  Mr.  ADAMS  aimoltane- 
onsly  rase,  and  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  W.  C  JOHNSON  said  he  had  not  yielded 
the  floor.  Ha  had  another  resolntion,  whiob  hm 
wished  to  submit. 

[Cries  of  '*The  other  resolntion  is  not  adopt- 
ed.'*l 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called-  for  the  regular  or- 
der  of  business. 

Mr.  FILLUORE  said,  if  debate  was  likely  to 
arise,  he  should  object  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  objected  peremptorily,  and 
called  for  the  reaular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  resolntion, 
on  a  suggestion  being  made  from  the  Speaker;  bnt 
he  said  he  wonld  ask  the  oouitesy  of  the  Honae  to 
allow  him  to  make  a  report  from  a  select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  for  the  presenlatioa 
of  reports  generally. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  also  appealed  to  the  centle- 
man  from  Maryland  to  allow  that  order  of  busi- 
ness (the  calling  for  reports)  to  be  adhered  to,  and 
the  gentleman  would  then  hare  an  opportunity  to 
present  his  report  without  obstructing  any  other 
business. 

The  SPEAKER  then  called  committees  for  re- 
ports; and  many  were  presented. 

THE  FINANCES. 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  was  a  report 
on  a  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  13ih  of  February  inetanr,  with  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  accompanying  the 
same,  on  the  subject  of  the  fiaaoces. 

He  then  offered  the  following  resolntion;  whieli 
was  adopted: 

Reaetved.  That  the  Secietary  of  the  Trewmy  be  dhected  to 
report  to  this  House—  ,_    ^  ^ 

FirsL  The  amounts  of  outstandiqs  appropnstlons  on  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1641,  and  on  the  4ih  day  of  March,  1811 

Second.  The  amoant  of  .available  means  In  the  tietsmyoD 
each  of  those  days,  to  meet  such  appropriation. 

Third.  The  amount  of  means  used  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  Government,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the 
Gtovernment  from  customs  and  the  public  lands;  for  the  fom 
years  preceding  the  4ih  day  of  Blarch,  1841,  and  for  the  two 
years  succeeding  Ihat  time,  and  what  such  means  were. 

Fourth.  The  amount  of  appropriations  which  liave  l^esa 
made  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841,  for  arrearages  or  llataiU. 
tien  existing  prior  to  tbat  time. 

Fifth.  The  amount  of  appropriations  for  each  year  from  the 
4th  of  Blarch,  1829,  to  the4ih  of  March,  1843,  exclusive  of  the 
publicdebtand  trust  funds.  ^„     ,. 

Sixth.  The  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1841,  and  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1843. 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  Senate  bill  for  the  lelief  of 
the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  the  Agrienl- 
turaliBank  of  Mississippi,  with  a  recommendation 
tbat  the  bill  be  not  adopted. 

He  also  communicated  to  the  Honse  copies  of  a 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  bill;  which  waa 
ordered  to  be  rrintf  d. 

Mr.  COWEN  made  several  adTerse  reporta 
from  the  Committee  of  Claims;  whieh  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WINTHROP,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  an^eadaiory  of  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Uck  and  disabled  seamen;  which, 
on  his  motion,  was  allowed  to  go  through  all  ite 
stsges,  and  to  be  psssed. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  said  he  was  directed  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  ascertain  if  there 
was  a  disposition  in  the  House  to  take  np  the 
warehouse  bill  during  the  present  sefsion;  ar^ 
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with  that  Tiew,  he  should  move  that  that  bill  be 
made  the  special  order  for  Taesday  aext.  . 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  and  Mr.  FILLMORE 
both  rose  to  make  some  remark. 

The  SPEAKER  apprised  the  gentleman  firom 
Maryland  that  his  motion  now  wonld  require  a 
vote  of  (wo-thirds,  as  its  effect  wonld  be  to  super- 
sede the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  under  these  cirenm- 
stances,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  moved  te  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the 
further  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  788,  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  two  per  cent,  fund 
due  by  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  wished  all  the  committees 
to  be  called,  before  the  gentleman  made  his  mo- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  that  his  motion  would  require  a  vote  of 
two-thirds. 

Mr.  CHAPMNN  said  that  he  had  made  this 
motion  several  times  within  a  few  days  past, 
but  without  success.  He  felt  assured  that,  if 
gentlemen  could  be  made  to  understand  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  they  would  not  oppose 
It-,  and,  therefore,  he  would  give  a  very  brief 
eiplanation,  although  as  much  opposed  as  any 
member  on  the  floor  to  consnmicg  the  time  of 
the  House  in  useless  debate.  Mr.  C.  said  that,  by 
the  compact  between  the  Slate  of  Alabama  and  the 
United  States,  two  per  cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  within  that  Stale  was  lo 
be  expended  by  the  United  States  in  making  roads 
leading  to  the  State.  By  the  act  passed  at  tiie  late 
extra  session  of  Congress,  commonly  called  the 
distribution  law,  this  two  per  cent,  fund  was  re- 
linquished to  the  Slate,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
-  United  States  required  te  pay  it  over— one  half  the 
7st  of  May  last,  and  the  other  the  1st  of  May  next. 
At  the  late  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
resolutions  pafsed,  accompanying  a  memorial  to 
Congress,  asking  the  passage  of  an  act,  authoriiing 
the  receivers  and  registers  at  the  several  land  oflices 
within  the  State  to  receive  from  the  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,  in  payment  of  their  pre-emp- 
tions, (not  to  exceed  one  quarter  section  to  any 
one,)  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama and  branches,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
the  sum  due  to  the  State  by  the  act  referred  to  for 
the  two  per  cent,  fund— the  State  obliging  herself 
to  receive  the  said  notes  in  payment  of  the  said 
fund.  The  bill  provides  simply  for  carrying  this 
ii^to  op^ation. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  presumed  it  was  known  to  most 
of  the  members  on  the  floor,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  and  branches,  belonged  exclu- 
sively to  the  State,  whose  faith  was  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  the  notes.  The  Legislature  of  that 
State  has,  at  its  late  session,  adopted  a  restrictive 
policy  in  relation  to  her  banks,  with  a  view  of  re- 
ducing the  circulation  as  fast  as  possible.  In  that 
spirit,  the  resolutions  referred  to  were  passed. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  this  bill  was  local  in  its  opera- 
tions— exclusively  confined  to  the  State  he  in  part 
represented;  and  to  his  immediate  constituents  be 
considered  it  of  the  utmost  importance.  The 
country  acquired  lately  from  the  Cherokees 
is  densely  populated  by  industrious,  enterprising 
citizens,  who  are  entitled  to  enter  their  lands  un- 
der the  pre-emption  laws;  but  in  the  present  de- 
ranged state  of  tkie  currency— especially  in  Ala- 
bama— added  to  the  pressue  of  the  times,  and  the 
low  prices  of  produce  and  property  of  every  kind, 
there  were  a  great  many  who  could  not,  without 
the  aid  this  bill  wonld  afford,  purchase  their  homes. 
By  passing  the  bill,  not  only  will  relief  be  afforded 
to  the  honest  and  wonhy  occupants  and  cultivators 
of  the  soil,  but  more  land  will  be  sold,  and  an 
easier  mode  provided  for  paying  over  to  the  State 
what  is  due  by  this  Qovernment;  the  tendency  of 
which  will  be  to  reduce  much  of  the  bank  circula- 
tion, and  appreciate  what  remains. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  as  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  the 
Cherokee  country  arc  to  take  place  in  April  and 
May  next,  the  House  would  excuse  him  for  the 
^al  he  aanifested  in  pressing  for  immediate  a^ 


tion  on  this. bill.  He  felt  confident  that,  with  the 
short  explanation  he  had  given,  the  committee  would 
be  discharfl^ed  from  the  bill,  and  that  it  would  be 
passed.  The  committee  was  accordingly  dis- 
charged by  the  House. 

The  biU  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.  ^ 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  a  transfer  of  the  stock  held  by 
the .  United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  the  corpora- 
tions of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria, 
on  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  U.  offered  an  amendment,  which  he  moved 
be  printed,  and,  together  with  the  resolution,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  T.  MASON  hoped  that  the  resolution 
would  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  where  it  might  not  be  taken  up,  but  would 
be  suffered  to  lie  on  the  Speaker^  table  for  the 
early  action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  objected  to  such  a  course,  and 
contended  that  the  resolution  must  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  inasmuch  as  it  made  an  ap- 
propriation—an absolute  gratuity  of  a  million  and 
a  half. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  explained  his  amendment, 
which  was  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States  and  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal. 

The  resolution  was  then  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MAXWELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  Senate  bill  to  alter  the  places  of 
holding  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  with  an  amendment: 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  M.  also  made  an  adverse  report. 

Mr.  MOORE,  by  direction  of^the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  moved  that  the  House  take 
up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ley al  representatives 
of  Antoine  Cruxat  and  others.  ^ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BAKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  Senate  bill  No.  135,  granting  a 
pension  to  Wm.  McPherson:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  STRATTON,  from  the  Committer  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report. 

BRmSH  CONaTRUCnON  OF  THE  TRBATT. 

When  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  was 
called  on  for  reports- 
Mr.  CUSHINQ  rose  and  asked  permission  to 
correct  a  grave  error  contained  in  the  late  speech 
of  Str  Rebert  Peel.  (Cries  of  **No,  no;>*  and  several 
voices,  "Hearhim.»') 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  if  objection  was  made. 

Maoy  members  objected. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  he  merely  wished  to  state 
a  fact;  and  if  leave  was  not  given,  he  should  move 
for  it 

Objections  were  still  made  in  various  parts  of  the 
hall. 

Mr.  BRIGG9  moved  that  leave  be  given. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  he  should  not  occupy  five 
minute.^.  The  fact  which  he  wished  to  state  came 
from  Mr.  Everett. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  if  the  statement  came  from 
Mr.  Eeverett,  it  was  what  he  wanted  to  bear. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  of  hearing  his  statement. 

^r.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  suspend;  but  they  were  not 
ordered. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said,  as  be  understood 
the  vote,  it  was  to  allow  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
CusHiMoJ  to  make  a  statement,  without  giving  rise 
to  a  debate. 

Mr.  KINQ  said  he  could  see  no  good  that  wonld 
come  of  the  statement. 

Several  gentlemen  called  for  a  statement  of  the 
question. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  it  to  be  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rulesy  for  thepurpoee  of  allowing  the  gen 


tie  man  irom  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cusbwo]  to  m|ke 
a  statement  in  relation  ta  Sir  Robert  PeePs  speech 
on  the  right  of  search. 

Many  members:  [''No,  no.'H 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Blassa- 
ehusetts  will  reduce  his  proposition  to  wrifing. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  said  he  merely  desired  to  make 
a  statement,  derived  from  a  letter  received  from 
Mr.  Everett,  an  extract  from  which  he  wonld  read. 

Mr.  QRANQER.  If  it  is  a  letter  frrm  Bfir. 
Everett,  let  it  be  sent  to  the  House  from  the  Presi- 
dent, officially. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  bio- 
tion  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  hear- 
ing Mr.  CusHiRo^  statement,  llie  result  of  the 
vote  was— yeas  99,  nays  55. 

So  (two-thirds  not  voting  ii  tlw  aflbrmative)  the 
rnles  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  CUSHINQ  intended  to  read  to  the  Honse 
the  extract  from  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Feel  of 
the  dd  of  February,  1843,  and  that  from  a  letter 
of  Mr.  Everett,  minister  of  the  United  States  in 
London  j  which  follow,  viz: 

Extract  from  Sir  Robert  PeoPeepeeeh, 

"Tberftfore,  air,  it  will  b«  my  duty,  in  the  face  of  (ha  pablic, 
•xprefliing  deep  regret  that  there  should  appear  to  be  aay 
difference  of  opinion  on  tliia  topici  enillcitly  to  declare  that 
we  iiave  not  waived  one  of  tlie  principiee  contended  for  by  my 
noble  friend  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  in  iUe  despatch  of  Decein. 
ber,  1811;  and  it  Is  farther  my  duty  to  declare  that  that  des- 
patch has  remained  to  the  present  hour  nnansweted  by  the 
Oovemroent  of  the  United  States.  I  know,  I  think,  too  well 
what  is  the  abilitj  and  what  the  keenness  (^  a  Secmary  of 
State  In  the  United  State^  to  believe  that,  if  dociriaee  ao  in* 
portent  as  those  advanced  in  the  despatch  could  be  questioned, 
it  would  have  been  permitted  to  remain  fourteen  months  iin* 
answered  and  unacknowledged,  had  it  been  thought  wias  to 
contest  those  principles." 

B  attract  from  adeopatchfrom  Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  TTefttfer,. 
dated  I\bruarp  dd*  1849. 

*  *  '  "I  attended  the  debate  inthe  House  of  CamoMns. 
You  canjudge  of  the  surprise  with  which  |Uistened  to  the  *•• 
marks  of^Sir  Robert  Peel  on  the  alleged  fadw  that  Lord  Abcr 
deen's  letter  to  me  of  the  20th  of  December,  1641,  renahied  to 
this  dav  ^unacknowledged  and  unanswered.'  It  was  acknowW 
edged  67  me  in  a  note  dated  two  days  afterwards,  (23d  Decern* 
ber,  1841,)  which,  however  uoimDortant,  was  traosmittsd  to 
Mr.  Fox  by  Lord  Aberdeeo.  and  anerwards  commuokatsd  lo 
Parliament,  and  printed.  In  this  note  of  acknowledgmeot,  I 
informed  Lord  Aberdeen  that  1  shouldav^il  myself  of  ao  eaily 
opportunity  of  making  aome  remarks  on  the  veiy  tmpoitant 
topics  treated  in  the  letter.  1  pursued  this  consse  of  an  imme. 
diate  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  Lord  AJberdaen-s  nott, 
with  notice  of  a  purf)oaeof  replying,  in  due  season,  le  its  cen* 
tents;  because,  being  just  arrived  at  my  post,  I  had  not  lecefved 
the  instructions  which  you  had  informed  me  1  might  soon  ez> 
pect  on  this  topic:  and  which,  as  Lord  Aberdeen's  note  modified 
the  ground,  and  disclaimed  the  language  of  his  predecewor,  It 
was  my  duty  to  await.  Such  instructioiis  1  should,  00  doubt, 
in  due  time,  have  received;  but,  on  the  27th  of  Dec«mt>er,  Lord 
Aberdeen  informed  me  that  the  special  mission  had  t>eeo  da> 
termined  on;  that  Lord  Ashburton  wonld  go  to  America  with 
full  powers  to  settle  every  point  in  discussion,  including  wiiat 
was  called  the  right  of  earcn,  which  he  deemed  the  mostdilB* 
cult;  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  hardly  wonh 
while  for  us  to  continue  the  correepoodeoee  on  matters  in  dis. 
puts  between  the  two  conntriss;  ud  reoBarked,  tfaoi^  he  waa 
willing  to  consider  and  reply  to  any  statement  I  might  think 
proper  to  make  on  any  subject,  that,  pending  the  aef  otiation 
that  might  take  place  at  Washington,  he  supposed  no  beoeflt 
would  result  from  a  simultaneous  discusilon  liere. 

"Such  were  Lord  Aberdeen's  observatiens,  as  reported  br 
me  in  my  dsspatch  of  December  31st.    The  negotianons  took 

Elace,  and  a  mode  of  dealing  with  and  ssuling  the  queetion  was 
appily  agreed  upon,  which  made  it  nnneceasary  to  rsfome 
the  discossionsso  long  carried  on  upon  (he  subject.  In  (scv 
from  the  moment  the  special  mission  was  announced^  I  oqnsid> 
ered  the  discussion  at  an  end;  and  as  little  to  tie  Nsamsd  in 
reference  to  search  and  visitation,  as  the  boundary  or  lbs  'Caco* 
line.'" 

STEAMBOATS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Select  Gommil- 
tee  on  Sieamhoat  Ni^vigation,  moved,  in  obedience 
to  a  vote  of  that  committee,  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  modify  the  act  entitled  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  better  secnrity  of  the  lives  of 
passengers  on  bpard  of  yeEsels  propelled  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  steam,  approved  Jnly  7th,  1838. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  biliwas 
read. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  third  section, 
which  exempts  steamboats  propelled  by  Ericcaon^s 
propellers  from  the  law  requiring  steamboats  to  be 
provided  with  fixe-buckets  and  enginesi  be  stricken 
ont. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  opposed  the  motion,  and 
said  the  section  had  been  inserted  at  the  instance  of 
nnmerons  petitioners. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  was  opposed  to  the  exemption 
of  any  kind  of  steamboat  machinery  from  the  op* 
cration  of  it  law  to  which  othen  ware  sabjept. 
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The  qnestioQ  was  taken;  and  the  motion  to  strike 
est  the  section  was  carried— ayes  96,  noes  45. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  he  engroKed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

MR.  BRBW8TSR  moved  a  reeonsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  elanse  exempting  boats  pro- 
pelled, in  part,  by  Ericcson^d  propellers  from  the 
penalties  imposed  for  not  being  provided  with  fire- 
eagines  and  additional  row-boats,  Ac.,  was  stricken 
OBt.    He  wished  to  explain  to  the  House  why  he. 
thought  that  clause  should  be  retained.    In  the 
summer  of  1849,  several  enterprising  citiaens  of 
his  village  constructed  a  number  of  vessels,  to  be 
impelled  partly  by  sails,  and  partly  by  £riocsnn*s 
propellers,  for  the  trade  of  the  lakes— and  particu- 
larly for  the  purpose  of  going  through  the  Wetland 
canal.    Steamboats  constructed  in  the  ordinary 
way  not  being  able  to  go  through  that  canal,  these 
gentlemen,  together  with  a  number  of  other  citi- 
zensy  petitioned  Congress  that  the  vessels  of  the 
above  description,  thus  intended  for  the  lake  trade, 
should  be  exempted  from  the  penalties  of  the  act 
of  1836,  requiring  steamboats  to  be  provided  with 
additional  boats  and  fire-engines,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  intended  solely  for  freiiht-boats,  and 
not  for  passengers.    In  the  year  1838,  when  this 
law  was  first  enacted,  purporting  to  be  a  law  to 
secure  the  safety  of  passengers  in   steamboats, 
he  (Mr.    B.)  was  presiding  over  an   insurance 
company;  and  the  qnestioD  arose  whether  this  law 
was  so  calculated  to  efl'ect  the   object  in  view,  as 
to  authorize  them  to  diminish  the  rates  of  insur- 
ance; and,  after  a  full  debate,  this  question  was 
decided  in  the  negative.    The  question  was  then 
agitated,  whether  the  rate  of  insurance  should  be 
raised,  and  this  question  was  also  decided  in  the 
negative.    Thapre valen t  opinion  of  the  board,  how- 
ever, was,  that  the  law,  so  far  from  diminishing  the 
hazard  of  hnman  life,  increased  it.    As,  however, 
the  opposite  opinion  prevailed  here,  he  would  not 
object  to  the  law,  though  he  thought  he  could  show 
that  it  did  not  accomplish  the  objects  it  had  in 
view.    He  approved  of  the  motive  which  induced 
its  passage,  as  it  appealed  to  the  best  feelings  of  the 
baman  heart;  but  while  they  were  influenced  by 
their  feelings,  they  should  also  have  some  regard  to 
reason.    The   bill  required  that  the  steamboats 
should  be  licensed;  and  who   were'  to  give  the 
licenaesl    Why,  the  inspectors,  who  were  to  be  ex- 
amined as  to  their  qualifications  to  give  them. 
Bat  who  were  to  examine  the  examiners)    In  his 
opinion,  just  so  far  as  the  responsibility  was  removed 
for  those  immediately  in   the  charge  of  the -steam- 
boats, 80  far  would  human  life  be  endangered.    In 
eonclnsion,  Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  House  to  per- 
mit those  gcntlemeii  engsged  in  the  carrying  trade-— 
whoee  vessels  were  intended  solely  for  freight,  and 
not  for  passengers,  and  which  in  fact  contained  no 
accommodations  for  passengers  whatever— to  carry 
on  their  commerce  without  being  subjected  to  the 
burdensome  penalties  of  the  law  of  1838.    Justin 
proportion  as  legislation  increased  the  burdens  on 
the  carriers  of  produce,  would  it  impose  burdens  on 
the  producers. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that,  in  his  motion  to 
siiike  out  the  section,  he  had  no  reference  to  the 
eonuneiee  of  Oswego,  where  his  friend  resided,  nor 
to  Che  insurance  offices;  but  he  did>  not  like  to  see 
one  class  of  steamboats  exempted  from  the  re- 
strictions which  were  imposed  on  the  others.    It 
was  well  known  that  all  the  steamboats  navigating 
the  lakes  were  propelled,  in  part,  by  sails,  as  well 
as  tboae  which  were  filled  with  Briccson'ft  propel- 
lers; and  that  numbers  of  the  emigrants  took  pas- 
sage in  these  freight  boats,  because  they  could 
travel  in  them  at  a  less  expense.    It  was  to  protect 
the  lives  of  this  numerous  class,  that  he  thought 
ihe  reatrictiott  should  be  imposed  on  the  freight 
Bx>ats  as  well  as  the  passage  boats.    If  the  gentle- 
■naii  would  consent  to  an  amendment  exempting 
l>oats  filled  with  Ericcson'5  propellers,  coupled 
writh  a  condition  that  they  shonid  be  prohibited 
from  carrying  passengert,  he  would  agree  to  it. 

The  .qnestioB  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
leeonsideratiop,  and  rejected;  and, 
Under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  the 

ton  was  passed. 


NATIONAL  FOUNDRY. 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHNSON,  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  a  National  Funndry, 
reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  foundry  for  the  fabri- 
cation of  cannon  for  the  use  ot  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  then,  by  instructions  of  the  committee, 
ofiTered  a  resolution  that  the  House  should  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  above  bill  on  Fri- 
day next,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House  in  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  objected  to  any  more  special 
orders. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  made  a  few  remarks,  urging 
the  House  to  adopt  the  resolution;  after  which, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  rejected — ayes  13,  noes  66. 

Mr.  SUMMERS,  from  the  Committee  on  Con- 
tinent Expenses,  made  a  report;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ELECTROMAGNETIC  TBLEGRAQH. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY,  the  bill 
making  appropriations  to  test  the  value  of  Morse's 
electro-magnetie  telegraph  was  taken  up,  and, 
under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  pas3ed 
— ayes  89,  noes8S. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN,  a  res* 
olntion  was  adopted,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  report 
of  Colonel  W.  Robinson,  the  commissioner  sent 
to  Burope  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  this  Govern- 
ment. 

DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  again  submitted  his 
resolution,  (which  is  published  in  an  earlier  part  of 
this  day's  proceedings,)  calling  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  certain  correspondence 
with  the  British  Government. 

Mr.  McKEON  rose  and  submitted  his  jntention 
to  submit  the  following  as  an  amendment  thereto: 

RMolved,  That  th^retident  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
qaested  to  commoDicate  to  this  Hooee,  (if  not  in  bia  opinion 
Incompatible  with  the  public  intereete,)  a  copj  of  the  despatch 
from  Lord  Aberdeen  to  the  OoTemment  of  the  United  Statea, 
tMaring  dale  December,  1^1,  in  relation  to  the  right  of  ?igit  or 
American  reaMle. 

Objection  Hfts  made,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

THE  TWO  HUNDRED  MILUON  STOCK. 

The  question  on  printing  extra  numbers  of  the 
majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  on  Mr.  W.  C.  Johhsor^ 
project  for  the  issue  of  §800,000,000  Gtovernment 
stock,  now  came  up  in  order. 

Mr.  POPE  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  from 
the  prcTious  day)  now  resumed  the  debate.  He 
was  understood  to  glance  at  his  o«  n  course  on  this 
question  at  several  preceding  sessions,  and  to  avow 
his  desire  to  do  all  he  could  for  the  relief  of  the 
country;  but  he  considered  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  entirely  impracticable. 
He  thought  it  was  due  to  the  people  to  de> 
Clare  that  it  could  not  be  adopted.  If  doubt 
was  thrown  upon  the  subject— if  any  hope  was  left 
to  the  States  for  relief  from  this  source,  it  would 
induce  the  States  to  relax  their  exertions,  and  give 
up  all  effort  to  pay  their  debts.  Such  schemes  as 
that  of  issuing  fSOO,000,000  Government  stock 
might  do  very  well  for  young  men  like  the  gentle- 
man,  [Mr.  Johhson;]  but  he  was  too  old  to  think  of 
anything  so  visionary.  He  had  no  fear  of  nullifica- 
tion; nor  of  a  war  with  England  in  case  of  a  non- 
payment of  the  State  debts.  He  alluded  to  the 
present  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  large  demands 
upon  it.  It  was,  he  thought,  discreditable  that  ad- 
ditional taxes  were  not  imposed,  in  order  to  make 
our  revenue  equal  to  our  expenditures.  It  was 
mere  delusion  lo  suppose  that  the  present  state  of 
things*— the  neglect  to  impose  additional  duties  on 
articles  now  free— could  long  continue.  He  re- 
gretted that  there  was  a  disposition  manifested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wbb]  and  the 
chairmen  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  shift  the  responsibility  away  from  each  other. 
How  could  the  United  States  Government  aid  the 
Statea,  when  its  own  condition  was  so  far  from 


being  sound)  He  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  do 
all  that  could  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  States; 
but  it  was  useless  to  hold  out  any  delosioa  of  reliof 
at  Ibis  time.  '  * 

He  entered  into  a  discussion  of  the  treaty-makiag 
power  of  the  Government,  and  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  consent  of  the  House  wou'd  be 
necessary  to  the  fulfilment  of  any  treaty  which  had 
to  be  carried  out  by  money.  He  alluded  to  the 
dispoeition  now  manifested  by  various  powers  in 
Europe  to  treat  with  the  United  States  on  terms  of 
reciprocity  of  trade;  and  expressed  Jiis  opinion 
strongly  and  forcibly  in  favor  of  the  proposition  to 
send  a  commercial  agent  to  Europe  to  treat  for  the 
removal  of  the  restrictions  which  now  hamper  our 
commerce  and  navigation.  After  some  further  re- 
marks in  favor  of  his  own  jnrojtt  for  a  bank  to  be 
based  on  the  public  lands,  Se  concluded. 

BRANCH  MINTS. 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  aet  entitled ''An  ad 
establishing  the  branch  minta  of  the  United  States,** 
was  taken  up,  with  the  amendments  of  the  Seaata 
thereto;  and  tbeamendments  were  concurred  in. 

MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  for  a  marine  hospital  at  Ocra* 
coke.  North  Carolina,  were  also  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CAMPBEIX  of  South  Carolina  moved 
that  the  House  take  up  the  bill  to  suspend  the  ope- 
rations of  the  districting  law. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  of  South  Carolina  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  Howe 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  bill  reported  by  the  Comauftiee 
on  Military  Afifairs,  to  divide  the  military  districts 
of  the  United  States;  but  the  motion  was  rejected 
wiihout  a  division. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  snbmiuted  a  resolution  that 
all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  har- 
bor bill,  should  cease  at  four  o'clock  to  day,  when 
the  committee  should  proceed  to  vote  on  the  pend- 
ing amendments;  and  called  for  the  previons  qnss- 
tion  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  hoped  that  the  geatlif 
man  would  allow  a  little  more  time  for  debate. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  th^  House  might  dis- 
pose of  the  resolution  as  it  thooght  proper.  He 
would,  however,  withdraw  the  call  for  theprb- 
-Vious  question,  in  order  that  sny  gentleman  nught 
offer  an  amendment  to  extend  the  time. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  moved  to  amsad 
the  resolution  by  substituting  3  o^clock  to-morrow, 
fer  the  time  fixed  m  the  resolution;  but  the  motion 
was  rejectctf.      ' 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  rssbhi- 
tion  on  the  table:  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  afiilrBia- 
tive— ayes  85,  nees  77* 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  Honse 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
GiLM ca  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion  of  the  harbors  and  rivers  sppropriation  bill, 
from  yesterday — being  one  of  the  batch  of  general 
appropriation  bills  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  was  entiUed  lo  the  floor;  bni 
he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  who  gave  notice  of 
an  amendment  which  he  intended  to  oflfer  when  ha 
got  the  opportunity — the  purport  of  which  was 
understood  lo  be,  to  set  spart  |300,000  of  this  ap- 
propriation to  be  expended  in  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

'  Mr.  RANDOLPH  then  proceeded,  and  directed 
himself  particularly  to  certain  statistical  stale* 
meats  and  financial  documents,  to  prove  to  the 
House  that,  if  this  bill  were  passed,  the  treasurt 
would  be  in  a  condition  to  meet  the  expenditure 
which  it  preposed  to  make. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WHITE  next  addreseed  the  oommit- 
tee,  and  chiefly  in  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  BAaifA«i>l  oi| 
yesleida/* 
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Xht  debate  was  fanber  contmoed  by  Messrt. 
BAHNARDaod  GiDDINGS. 

The  ho«r  buying  expired  for  the  termination  of 
debate,  the  committee  proceeded  to  vote  on  the 
ameadmeota  propo.<«ed. 

Mr.  TILLINQHAST  submitted  an  amendment 
to  appropriate  a  snm  foi  the  snr?ey  of  a  harbor  in 
BlooJE  island;  which  was  negaiived. 

Mr.STEENROD  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment; which  was  agreed  to: 

Pr»vid§d,  Ttiat,  of  the  ■um  appropriated  for  tha  Cumbeitand 
road,  #26,000  of  the  aaroe  aball  ba  appmpriatad  for  contioainf 
the  Cumberland  road  In  Virffioia,  aaa  the  purchase  of  mate* 
riala  for  the  coMtrncdoo  of  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  clTer,  a( 
Wheelfog,VirKima. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  offered  an  amendment,  pro- 
Tiding  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  of 
fS.OOO  for  the  survey  of  .the  route  for  the  national 
road  from  Vandalia,  by  Greenville,  to  Alton,  in 
the  Slate  of  ItliBois;  said  survey  to  be  made  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  will 
rq>ort  the  amount  of  money  n^eeaaary  to  conatmct 
the  said  road  from  Vandalia  to  Alton. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

A  great  variety  of  amendmeata  were  offered  by 
gentlemen  for  the  appropriation  of  sums  to  improve 
rivers  and  harbors  near  the  respective  districts 
which  they  represent;  the  whole  of  which  were 
negatived.  The  movers  were  Messrs.  HOWARD, 
ANDREWS  of  Ohio,  RANDALL  of  Maine, 
B0TT8,  (10  improve  James  river,  i30.000,)  REY- 
NOLDS, J.  P.  KENNEDY,  WILLIAMS  of  Gon- 
necUcut,  SALTONSTALL,  J.  CAMPBELL, 
BOARDMAN,  FESSENDEN,  W.  B.  CAMP. 
BELL,  J.  L.  WILLIAMS,  AYCRIGG,  TAUA- 
FERRO,  (150,000  for  the  improTement  of  Rappa- 
hannock river  up  to  Port  Royal,  and  f  10,000  for 
the  removal  of  obstructions  in  Ooeoquan  river.) 
WINTHROP,  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  TILLING- 
HA8T,  MALLORY,(for  ihe  improvement  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp,)  LEVY,  J.  R.  INGRRSOLL, 
RAYNER,  PLUMER,  (for  ihe  improvement  of 
the  Alleghany  river  from  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
to  Olean,  New  York,  f 50,000,)  J.  a  EJ) WARDS, 
(for  further  improving  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis,  in 
the  Slate  of  Missouri,  |d5,000,)  HUNT,  FILL- 
MORE, and  others. 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  an  amendment  appro- 

Eriating  |5,000,000  for  opening  a  communication 
etween  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  by  way  of 
the  isthmus  of  Darien. 

Mr.  TILLINGHA8T  offered,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  f  100,000  for  Hell-gate,  in  New 
York. 

This  amendment  was  rejected— ayes  6^  noes  69. 

Mr.  J*  P.  KENNEDY  moved,  as  an  amendment 
to,  the  amendment,  a  clause  appropriating  ||50,000 
for  enclosing  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Car^ 
olina:  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
as  amended,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  YORKE  offered  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting $5,000  for  Delaware  river:  rejected. 

Mr.  WISQ:  moved  that  the  committee  rise:  re- 
jected—66  to  100. 

Mr.  WELLBR  moved  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Hudson  river  f^om  f  153,000  to  #50,000: 
rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Ohio,  and  Ark- 
ansas riTers,  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN  offered  an  amendment 
making  an  appropriation  for  Black  river,  New 
York,  and  for  Sackett's  Harbor:  rejected. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill,  with  a  recommendation  that  it 
be  rejected. 

After  some  confusion  and  discussion  on  points 
of  order,  the  moUon  was  carried— ayes  97,  noes 
75, 

The  committee  then  ro«e,and  reported  the  bill, 
with  tbe  recommendation  that  it  be  not  passed. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  it  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

BAr.  FILLMORE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  wert  ordered,  and  resulted— yeas  107,  nays 
87,  as  follows: 


C.  Caldwell,  John  CamplMU,  William  B.  CampbelL  Thomee 
J.  Campbell,  Camthen,  Cary,  Chapman,  Colquitt,  Crawford, 
Daniel,  Ricliard  D.  Darin,  Deberry,  John  C.  Edwarde,  Egbert, 
John  G.  Flojd,  Chailea  A.  Floyd,  romance,  Thomae  F.  Foster, 
Gamble,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Goggin,  William  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Green,  Gaatine,  GwId,  Mall,  Haleted,  Har- 
rUk  Haye,  Holmei^  Hopkina,  Houatoo,  Hobanl,  Jack,  Cave 
Jonnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jonee,  Keim.  Lewis,  Lit* 
tlefieldj  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay, Mal- 
lory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Maxwell,  Meriwether,  Miller, 
Mitchell.  Moore,  Newhard,  Osborne,  Owricy,  Farmenter, 
Payne,  Pickens,  Pope,  Powell,  Bamsey,  Alexan.ier  Randall, 
Rayner,  Reding,  Rencber,  Rhett,  Rocersl  RooeeTelt,  Saunders, 
Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Wm.  Smith,  Snyder,  Sprigg,  A]ez> 
ander  H.  H.  Stuart,  Bummers,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Trotil.  Trumbull,  Turney,  Underwood,  Van  Buren,  Washing- 
ton,Watter8on,We8tbrook. Christopher ILWUIiams,  ioeeph 
L.^Hrilllams,  Wise,  and  Wood— 107. 

NAYS^Messrs.  Adams,  LaodafTW.  Andrewa,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Baker,  Barnard,  Blrdseye,  Blair,  Borden,  Brewster, 
Brlggs,  Bronson,  Charles  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Calbonn, 
Casey,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravens,  Cross.  Cushing, 
Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fenis,FesBen- 
den,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Giddings,  Patrick  G.  Goods,  Granger, 
Henry,  Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  James 
Irvin,  William  W.  Irwin,  James,  John  P.  lEenoedv,  Lane,  Linn, 
McKennan^  Samson  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mathews,  Mattocks,  May. 
nanL  Medill,  Morris,  Morrow,  Oliver,  Plumer,  JUnj.  Randall, 
Randolph,  Reynolds,  Ridgway,  Rign,  WUUam  RuaselL  James 
M.  Russell,  Salionstall,  Steenrod,  Btokely,  Stratton,  John  T. 
Stoart,  Sweaey.  Richard  W.  Tbonipani,  TilUogbast,  Toland, 
JTomlioson,  Triplett,  Van  Rensialaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Wal- 
ler, Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  WilBama,  WiaChiop,  Yoifca, 
Angustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 87. 

8o  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion  of  the  vote  just  taken;  and  called  for  tbe  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  carried,  and 

The  House  adjoomed. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  presented  a  petition 
of  George  W.  Campbell,  Samuel  K.  Mellhenny, 
and  113  other  citizens  of  Mississippi,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  stage  mail  line  between  Louis- 
ville, Mississippi,  via  Macon,  in  that  State,  to  Clin- 
ton, Alabama. 

Mr.  8T0KELY  presented  the  petition  of  Amasa 
Bailey,  H.  B.  Willman,  and  300  other  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
authorizing  an  issue  of  |SOO,C^O,000  of  stock, 
based  on  the  proceeds  of  the  pulm  lands,  bearing 
an  interest  of  4  per  cent,  per  annum:  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

Also,  the  petition  of  D.  L.  Collier,  M.  Roberts, 
and  83  other  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Columbiana 
and  Jefferson,  in  Ohio,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  within  the  said  counties:  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 


IN  SENATE. 
FaiDAT,  February  84,  1843. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  presented  joint  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  setting  forth 
the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  people  of  that  State, 
and  adjacent.  States,  in  consequence  of  the  obstruc- 
tions in  the  navigation  of  tbe  Blississippi  and  its 
tributaries;  and  asking  Congress,  most  earnestly, 
to  adopt  some  system  of  appropriationa  for  tbe  im» 
provement,  effectually,  of  all  the  great  rivers  in 
the  West. 

The  resolutions  were  readi  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  YOUNQ  presented  several  memorials 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Illinois— 4)ne  urging 
a  reduction  of  postage  on  letters  and  newspapers; 
the  second  urging  that  the  tariff  law  may  be  so 
modified  as  to  admit  salt  free  of  duty;  the  third 
recommending  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  the  boundary  line  north- 
west of  tbe  Rocky  Mountains,  in  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory; the  fourth  recommending  a  reduction  of  the 
price  of  such  public  lands  as  have  been  a  long  time 
in  tbe  market,  and  urging  a  modification  of  the  law, 
passed  many  years  ago,  regulatiog  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  so  as  to  remove  the  restriction  to  the 
entry  of  more  than  one  quarter  ar ction. 

Messrs.  YOUNG  and  MeROBERTSmade  some 
remarks,  ezplainiog  the  existing  land  laws,  the 
onerous  operation  of  tbe  restriction  alluded  to,  and 
urging  the  propriety  of  its  removal. 

The  memorials  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  presented  three  memorials  from 
the  counties  of  Kendall  and  La&alle,  Illinois,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  nail  roMe  from 


Napierville  to  Ottawa,  in  that  State;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and  Pout 
Roads. 

Mr.  TALLMADGiS  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  praying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  limiting  tbe  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  representatives  ia  their  legislative 
council  to  one  year;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Also  presented  a  petition  from  ettismis  of  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States;  which  was  ordered  lo  lif  on  the 
table. 

'Also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Or- 
leans county,  N.  Y.,  proposing  to  Congress  a  plan 
for  a  fiscal  exchequer,  as  a  means  of  regulating 
the  currency;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILUAAdS  presented  a  petiaon  from  citi- 
zens of  Maine,  praying  an  inereaae  of  the  duties 
on  imported  fish  and  lumber;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Bfr.  T APPAN  presented  a  memsrial  from  citi- 
zens of  the  counties  of  Jefferson  and  Brooke,  Ya., 
and  the  county  of  Washington,  Pa.,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Stenbenville, 
Ohio,  to  Washington  borough.  Pa.;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  following 
bills  from  the  House,  viz: 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  oertaia  for- 
tifications of  the  United  States  tor  the  half  calendar 
year,  k)egiimiog  on  tbe  1st  day  of  January,  and 
ending  on  the  30th  June,  1843;  and  for  the  fiscal 
year,  beginning  on  the  Ist  July,  1843,  and  ending 
on  the  30th  June,  1844; 

The  bill  making  appropriations  fof  the  paysMnt 
of  naval  pensions  due  on  the  1st  July,  184^  and 
the  1st  January,  1844;  and 

Tbe  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  treaty  stipulations  with  various  Indian 
tribes,  and  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  department,  for  the  half  calendar 
year,  beginning  on  tbe  Ist  of  January,  and  ending 
on  the  30th  June,  1843;  and  for  the  fiscal  year, 
beginning  on  the  1st  July,  1843,  and  ending  on  the 
30th  June,  184^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  fh>m  the  further  eon- 
sideraiion  of  the  bills  from  the  House  for  the  relief 
of  Asa  -,  and  granting  an  increase  of  pen- 

sion 10  Isaac  Plummer. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  on  PeiMotts, 
reported  back,  without  amendnsent,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  not  pass,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Carey. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  PttbUe 
Lands,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  Honse 
bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  paying  over  to  te 
State  of  Alabama  the  two  per  cent,  fund  relia- 
qnished  to  that  State,  by  permitting  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  Alabama  to  be  received  Arom  actual  set- 
tlers, in  payment  for  lands  sold  in  that  State.  BCr. 
S.  said  that  tbe  bill  had  been  amended  te  corres- 
pond with  the  Senate  bill  which  had  been  lepotted 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KINQ,  the  bill  was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  eonsideied,  and  the 
amendments  being  adopted,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read* 
ing,  and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  QBAHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  they  do  not  pass. 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frances  M.  Lewis, 
widow  of  W.  Lewis;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mary  Neale. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Commitee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  tbe  bill 
from  tbe  House  authorizing  an  examination  and 
survey  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  also,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
tbe  petition  of  Ellen  Dix,  the  widow  of  a  deceased 
naval  officer,  praying  for  Ihe  renewal  of  a  pen* 
sion. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee^  en  the 
Jadiciaiy,  reported  baek|  without  amindmsnti  iid 
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wkd  a  reoommeiulattfiD  that  it  do  pass,  the  bi  11  (rum 
the  Ipoflse  catitied  "An  acl  to  auiborize  the  f  lecuvn 
or  appoiadnOit  of  certain  officers  iu  ihe  Tmitory 
ofWiseonsin.'* 

Jtf  r.  BATES,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Pensions, 
reported  baek,  ^ithont  amendment,  and  with  a 
reeommendatiott  that  thoy  be  ind«finit«ly  post- 
poned, HoQse  bills  for  the  rdief  of  Nancy  Byrd,  the 
widow  of  Baylor  Byrd,  a  re?olntionary  soldier;  and 
for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Vanhom. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
rtported  badrt  wiihont  amendment,  and  with  a 
reeommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Hannah  Jenkins,  the  widow  of  J.  Jenkins, 
deceased. 

On  morion  by  Bdr.  HBNDBRSON,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Priyata  Land  Claims  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  horn  the  Honse 
for  the  relief  of  John  McQinnis,  a  soldier  of  the 
Ulewar. 

Jtfr.  HENDBRSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Prirate  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  with  an 
tmendment,  Honse  bill  entiUed  '*An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Iq^al  lepresentatiTcs  of  John  Peters,  de- 
ceased.'* 

Mr.  SEVIER,  finom  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  baek,  without  amendment,  and  adverse  to 
its  passage,  Honse  bill  for  the  relief  of  George 
Boash. 

Mr.  EVANTS  sabmitted  the  following  resolntion; 
which  Hies  ov^er  till  to-morrow: 

JiMBloed,  That  on  uid  after  Monday  next,  the  boor  Af  meet- 
Jog  duOlb*  10  o*dock;  and  that  the  Senate  take  a  receea  on 
etch daj  firom 3to 6 o'clock. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTIONS. 

BCr.  BATARD  made  an  ineffectual  effon  to 
iMive  taken  op  for  consideration  die  resointions 
which  he  introanoed  in  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  rescind  the  expunging  resolutions.  He 
made  this  effort,  m  accordance  with  instrnctions 
from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 

Mr.  BATES,  under  instructions  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  mored  the  Senate  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bills  from  that  commit- 
tee, and  to  postpone  the  previous  orders  of  the  day 
for  that  purpose. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

BeTeml  adverse  report  from  standing  commit- 
tees on  private  claims  were  taken  up,  and  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  a  memorial  from 
Thomas  Harris,  and  other  surgeons  in  the  navy, 
praying  Congress  not  to  reduce  their  pay;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  one  day  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule,  viz: 

RtBolvedf  That  the  Preeident  of  the  United  Btatea  be  re- 
qiiMied,  If  compatible  with  hie  sense  of  the  pnblic  intereac,  to 
communicata  to  the  Senate  a  eopj  of  the  despatch  received 
fcom  Mr.  Erefett,  dated  the  3d  of  February  instant;  also,  a 
copy  of  theMeapatch  of  lord  Aberdeen  of  December,  1841,  to 
thi  Amei  loan  fleeretary  of  State;  and  a  copy  of  the  answer, 
if  any,  which  waa  f  Iren  by  the  American  Secretary  to  that 
despatch. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bills 
on  the  calendar,  when  the  following  bills  from  the 
EU>use  were  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
con^deied,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  passed, 
▼ix: 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Horer  and  Abe- 
lard  Qnthriei 

[Tais  bill  was  amended  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.] 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Q.  Saunders; 

The  act  lor  the  relief  of  John  Wharry; 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  J.  Totten; 

The  act  granting  to  James  tiowe  |1,000  and  a 
section  of  land; 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Allen; 

[This  bill  was  amended  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Commiitee  on  Naval  Affairs.] 

The  bill  from  the  House,  entitled  **An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  William^  widow  of  Jacob  Wil- 
liams, deceased,"  was  taken  up  .as  en  committee  of 
tbe  whole,  on  an  amendment  recommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Pensiona.  The  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, the  amendment  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  to  be  re»d  a  third  time.  [This  biU  was 
anbee^uently  passed.] 
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The  Senate  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  piirate  land  claims  ia  the  State 
of  Missouri,  approved,  the  9ih  Jnly,  1839,  and  the 
act  supplemental  thereto,  approved  the  9d  March, 
1833,  was  taken  np  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
considered,  rejx>rted  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Crawford,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  an  adverse  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WlLLIABfS,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  who  had  presented  the  adverse 
report,  stated  that  he  had  fallen  into  an  error,  ai|^ 
asked  permission  to  withdraw  the  report  frem  the 
Senate. 

Permission  was  granted. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  explained  the  peculiar 
merits  of  the  case.  Mr.  Crawford,  the  late  hus- 
band of  the  widow  for  whose  benefit  the  bill  was, 
lost  his  life  in  an  attempt  to  save  a  sailor  from 
drowning. 

No  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  bill,  it  was 
reported   to  the  Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and* 
pused. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Honse  were  taken 
np  as  in  committee  of  ihe  whole,  on  adverse  re* 
ports  of  committees!  and  being  considered,  were  in- 
definitely postponed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Marsh; 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  Poindez- 
ter,  of  Kentucky; 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Peak; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carter  B.  Chandler; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  Haley. 

Senate  bill  for  thfrrelief  of  Andre  Spear,  widow 
of  John  Spear,  late  an  invalid  pensioner,  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,,  on  an  adverse  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alice  Usher  was  taken 
np  as  in  committee  of  (he  whole. 

This  bill  proposed  to  give  a  pension  to  (he  widow 
of  a  soldier  who  deserted  from  the  service  during 
the  Revolution.  Those  belonging  to  the  Pension 
Committee,  who  had  examined  the  case,  maintained 
that,  notwithstanding  it  appeared  by  the  muster- 
rolls  that  the  soldier  deserted,  yet  they  were  satis- 
fied, from  the  mass  of  parol  testimony  before  the 
committee,  that  the  muster-roll  was  incorrect;  or 
that  if  the  individual  did  desert,  yet  be  must  hAve 
again  resumed  service. 

Those  who  opposed  the  bill  maintained  that  it 
having  appeared  by  the  moster-ioU  that  the  indi- 
vidual deserted,  and  there  being  no  record  of  his 
having  returned  to  service,  they  were  bound  to 
take  it  as  conclusive  evidence  that  he  did  not  return 
to  service;  and  they  were  unwilling  to  discredit 
a  muster-roll  by  parol  testimony— testimony,  too, 
which,  considering  (he  imperfection  of  human  mem- 
ory, could  not  be  relied  upon  af(er  the  lapse  of  so 
manv  years.  The  bill  was  defended  by  Messrs. 
PHELPS,  BATES,  and  HUNTINGTON;  and  op- 
posed  by  Messrs.  KINQ,  BAQBY,  CALHOUN, 
SMITH  of  Connecticut,  and  WOODBURY;  when 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed;  and,  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  question 
being  put,  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed— 
yeas  SO,  nays  19. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  repeal  of  this  act  hav- 
ing been  reported  upon  adversely  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  House  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt 
law,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  was  then  taken  np  for 
consideration  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and, 
the  amendments  were  read. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  after  a  few  prefatory  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  vacillation  which  would  be 
chargeable  on  the  legislation  of  the  national  coun- 
ciUi,  should  the  bankrupt  act  be  now  repealed,  al- 
luded to  the  instructions  of  the  States,  and  regretted 
that,  in  consequence  of  them,  he  had  to  appeal  to 
Senators  whose  ears  were  rendered  deaf  to  all  ar- 
gument; but,  at  the  same  time,  he  declared  that« 


although  he,  too,  had  been,  forbidden  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  his  State  to  utter  a  word  against  repeal, 
his  duty  as  an  American  Senator  forbade  him  to 
obey  such  instructions. 

He  assumed  that  there  was  in  tbe  Senate  a  de- 
cided majority  in  favor  of  a  commercial  bankrupt 
law.  When,  therefore,  he  presented  these  amettd* 
meats,  the  object  of  which  was  simply  to  convert 
the  act  already  on  the  statute*book  into  k  mere 
cemtnereial  bankrupt  law;  and  when  he  was  m^t 
with  the  objection  that  there  was  not  time  to  inves- 
ligate  their  ^merits  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,, 
be  would  reply,  that  if  there  was  not  time,  it  was 
owing  tOv  the  unprofitable  discussions  which  had 
originated  on  the  objecting  side  of  tbe  Senate;  a  ad 
if  the  argument  of  want  of  time  was  good  in  regard  ^ 
to  (he  amendments,  it  was  equally  good  as  totbe 
full  investigation  of  the  exisiing  necessity  for  re* 
pealing  the  law.  If  there  was  not  time  to  remodel 
it,  there  was  not  to  repeal  it.  The  natural  deduc- 
tion, then,  was,  that  the  law  should  be  let  alone,  at 
least  till  next  session.  But  tbe  amendments  pro- 
t>osed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  not 
obnoxious  to  the  objection  of  want  of  time.  The 
modification  of  the  existing  law  had  been  the  si^b- 
ject  of  anxious  deliberation  with  the  Judiciary 
Committee  during  the  whole  of  tbe  present  session; 
and  all  the  lights  of  judicial  inquiry  and  experience 
had  been  consulted.  The  result  of  this  considera- 
tion had  been  the  amendments  now  proposed.  All 
the  evils  that  bad  been  complained  of  had  been 
done  away  with,  by  the  great  mass  of  insolvency 
haviog  been  swept  away  within  the  last  twelve 
montl^;  and,  from  this  time  forth,  the  law  will 
have  to  act  prospectively.  Now,  then,  was  the  ae« 
cepted  time  to  estabhsb  a  permanent  commercial 
system  of  bankruptcy,  suitable  to  the  wants  and 
advantages  of  a  great  oommercial  naiien. 

He  then  proceeded. to  explain  the  objects  and 
expected  operations  of  the  various  amendments. 

The  first  proposition  is,  that  so  much  of  the  ex- 
isting law  as  relates  te  voluntary  bankruptcy  shall 
be  repealed,  and  to  substitute  the  provisions  of  the 
bankrupt  law  of  the  6th  of  William  IV.  Any  in- 
solvent may  go  before  tbe  district  court  and  file 
the  declaration  of  his  insolvency,  which  author- 
izes any  creditor  to  sue  out  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy; after  which,  the  proceedings  are  to  be  tbe 
same  as  in  cases  of  involuntary  bankruptcy.  This 
section  is  subject  to  various  conditions,  all  ex- 
plained in  the  amendment  itself. 

The  next  three  amendments  were  deflnitiona  of 
the  persons  who  may  be  made  bankrupts,  and  the 
acts  which  constitute  acts  of  bankruptcy. 

'  The  fifth  amendment  relates  to  conveyances  and 
assignments  of  a  debtor's  property,  which  are  made 
acts  ot  bankruptcy. 

The  remaining  amendments  relate  to  the  choioe 
of  assignees  by  a  majority  in  value  of  creditors; 
(he  certificate  of  discbarge  by  the  same  majority; 
undivided  responsibility  in  partnerships;  regnla* 
(ions  of  the  proceedings  in  conrt;  and  proof  of 
debts. 

He  contended  that  the  deliberate  consideration 
of  these  modifications  was  within  the  time  which 
might  yet  be  devoted  to  the  subject,  before  the 
expiration  of  this  session.  He  next  read  extracts 
from  the  answers  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  to  inqniries  made  of  the  judiciary  through* 
out  the  States,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  law.  Ha 
concluded  that  the  States,  classed  as  they  were,  into 
agricultural  States  and  commercial  States,  were 
guided  by  their  classification  in  the  opinions  they 
had  expressed  on  the  subject  of  repeal.  Tbe  com- 
mercial states,  chiefly  interested  in  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  a  bankrupt  law,  desired  the  con« 
tinuanceoftheJaw,  properly  mpdified;  while  (he 
agricultural  States,  feeling  that  the  benefits  of  a 
bankrupt  law  would  be  felt  most  by  (he  commer- 
cial States,  and  that,  in  the  main,  such  a  law  wan 
not  essential  to  themselves,  were  in  favor  of  ita 
repeal.  This  view  of  tbe  agricultural  States,  be 
'  contended,  was  not  founded  in  correct  principles; 
for  (he  interests  of  tbe  commercial  States  were 
also  tbe  interests  of  the  agricultural  States.  He 
denied  that  tbe  frauds  and  evils  predicted  had  re- 
sulted from  the  operation  of  (he  bankrupt  law. 
The  number  of  voluntary  applicationa  for  tbe  ben- 
efit of  the  law  had  been  but  33,899;  341  eases  a( 
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the  iiuuuiee  of  creditors;  50  applications  not 
acted  oponj  34  in  which  discharges  were  refused; 
die  whole  number  acted  upon  being  12,024.  Bat 
the  beneficial  operation  of  the  law  had  been  felt 
chiefly  in  the  compromises  enforced  by  it  npon 
eontesting  debtors  and  crediters.  Gentlemen 
who  anticipated  that  500,000  bankrapts  wonld  in- 
stantly msh  for  the  benefit  of  the  law-»and  the 
least  calcnlation  was  100,000— shoald  now  see  that 
when  so  small  a  number  as  33,000  applications,  in 
reality,  had  been  made,  the  indirect  bene- 
fits of  the  law  most  have  been  meet  concInsiTe  in 
its  faror.  He  also  dwelt  npon  the  evidence  of  the 
retnms;  that  out  ef  13,000  cases  acted  upon,  only 
ihiirty  had  been  refused  their  discharge  on  the 
frennd  of  fraud.  Mr.  B.  then  summed  up  his 
reasons  why  the  law  should  not  be  repealed.  He 
also  stated  his  reasons  fonhe  continuation  of  the 
law,  properly  modified. 

In  condosion,  he  contended  that  the  repeal  of 
the  (aw  wonld  act  most  injuriously  on  the  credit  of 
the  country  abroad. 

Mr.  WALKBR  wished  to  offer  an  amendment; 
which  was  read,  as  follows : 

And  be  Ufigrtktr  tnaetedt  That,  wImq  any  priTato  laeor* 
ponied  haDkmg  oompaoj  aliall  fell,  upon  prMeotment  to  Mud 
DUik  of  any  of  Ita  docm,  checloL  or  bUla,  to  pay  and  redeem 
tlM  fame  In  ■paeie.  Mid  failure  mall  ba  reaarded  as  an  act  of 
bankruptcy;  aad  toe  holder  of  aaid  note,  check,  or  bill,  lo  neg- 
lected (o  be  paid  aa  aforeeaid.  mar,  upon  aflida7it  of  the  facta, 
■worn  to  by  eald  Individtiai  and  at  leaai  two  diaintereeted  wit- 


proceed  eg ainat  eaid  company  ae  banknipta,  aa  in  other 
caeee  (ipecified  In  thJa  aci:  and  the  lame  inroceedion  shall  be 
had  as  in  other  cases;  except  that  no  certificate  of  discbarae 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  or  proper  to  be  given  to  any  stock- 
holder  of  said  company,  except  in  cases  where  such  stockhold* 
•CB  may  be  personally  responsible  for  the  debts  of  such  com- 
pany; and,  in  snch  case,  said  stockhbolders  shall  be  discharged, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  restrictions  as  in  the  other  casfs  of 
ijial  discharge  authorise  by  thia  act. 

Bdr.  WALKsa  observed  that  he  did  not  wish  at 
nil  to  obstruct  the  action  of  the  Senate.  Bat  he 
felt  bound  to  make  the  motion,  in  conformity  with 
instructions  from  the  Legislature  of  his  own  State. 
He  had  originally  voted  for  the  bankrupt  bill,  in 
obedience  to  instructions;  and  since  the  period  of 
its  passage,  the  Legislature  of  his  State  had  in- 
structed him  to  do  two  things:  in  the  first  place,  to 
endeavor  to  mi^e  the  bill  more  protective  of  the 
rights  of  creditors;  and,  secondly,  to  include  bank- 
ing incorporations  within  the  compulsory  provi- 
sions of  the  bill.  The  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Judicial y  Committee  would  accomplish  his  first 
object;  and  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  amendment 
which  he  had  Just  laid  upon  the  table  to  efl%ct  the 
second. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  the  ordinary  course  was  to 
dispose  of  the  amendment's  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee first  If  the  committee's  amendments  are 
adopted,  tlie  Senator,  having  voted  for  them,  can 
move  his  amendment;  if  rejected  in  committee, 
the  Senator  can  then  vote  against  the  committee's 
amendments,  on  the  ground  that  his  amendment 
had  been  rejected. 

Mr.  KING  said  there  appeared  to  him  no  dif- 
ficulty in  the  case.  When  an  amendment  was  offer- 
ed, whethec  reported  by  a  committee,  or  presented 
by  an  individual,  it  was  sabject  to  be  amended. 
He  thought  it  sttictly  in  order  to  take  the  qoestion 
npon  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi to  the  amendments  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Bdr.  BERRIEN  was  proceeding  to  reply,  when 

-  The  CHAIR  considered  this  a  distinct  proposi- 
tion,not  anslogous  to  the  amendments  or  report  of 

-  the  committee;  and  that  it  was,  therefore,  proper 
first  to  dispose  of  the  committee's  amendments. 

Mr.  KING  contended  that  the  question  being  on 
the  committee's  amendments,  it  certainly  was  com- 
petent first  to  amend  them  and  make  them  per- 
fect. 

The  CHAIR  still  considered  it  was  not  compe- 
tent to  introduce  a  new  substantive  proposition. 

Blr.  WALKBR  desired  it  to  be  understood  that 
he  had  no  wish  to  obstruct  the  action  of  the  Senate 
npon  diis  subject;  but  his  posiiion  was  very  pecu- 
liar, for,  unless  the  amendment  he  had  offered  be 
adopted,  as  well  as  those  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, be  would  be  compelled  to  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  the  bankrupt  bill  unconditionally. 

Mr.  CHOATS  hoped  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  would  be  printed.  As  he  understood  it, 
the  object  was  to  reach  banks  not  paying  specie, 


as  well  as  insolvent  banks.  He  wished  to  have 
time  to  consider  the  amendment,  and  therefore 
wished  it  to  be  printed. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  when  the  first  amend- 
ment came  up,  the  first  of  the  Senator's  amend- 
ments might  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed  that  such  a  course  of 
proceeding  would  necessarily  iavolve  ineonsis* 
tencies. 

After  some  general  discussion  on  the  point  of 
order, 

The  CHAIR  put  the  question  to  the  Senate 
whether  the  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 

fmendments  of  the  committee,  or  those  proposed 
y  the  Senator  from  Mississippi* 
Mr.  KING  explained  his  views  of  the  propriety 
of  sustaining  the  right  of  amending  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  EVANS  ask  in  what  particular  form  the 
Senator  proposed  to  move  his  amendments.  If  he 
chose  to  move  it  as  an  amendment  to  that  section 
describiog  the  persons  who  may  be  bankrupts,  it 
would  be  perfectly  in  order;  but  certainly  not  as  re- 
.  gards  the  first  section. 

Mr.  WALKER,  to  obviate  all  difficulty,  would 
move  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  4ih  section. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained. 

Mr.  WALKER  would  greatly  prefer  if  the  Sen- 
ate would  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  his  amend- 
ment; because,  if  he  had  te  vote  on  the  first  three 
sections,  it  would  be  on  propositions  adverse  to  the 
repeal  of  the  law. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  did  not  see  how  it  would 
commit  the  Senator  to  vote  for  the  first  three  sec- 
tions, on  the  supposition  that  his  amendments 
would  prevail;  because  he  could  reserve  his  vote, 
should  bis  amendments  fail,  when  the  bill  was  re- 
ported back  to  the  Senate. 

It  was  proposed  that  the4ienate  adjourn,  or  go 
into  executive  session — the  amendments  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  beisg  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  discussion  was  continued  on  the  priority  of 
amendments  by  Messrs.  CONRAD,  BUCHANAN, 
and  WALKER;  when 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  bill  would  pass  over 
informally. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped  not;  but 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  suggested  that  the  Senate 
was  not  full,  and  that  it  wonld  be  better  to  fix  an 
hour  to-morrow  for  proceeding  with  the  sukject. 

The  CHAIR  observed,  that  there  was  an  objec- 
tion to  passing  it  over  informally.  It  might  be 
laid  on  the  table,  or  postponed,  but  not  passed  over 
informally;  objection  being  made. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
till  to-morrow. 

This  was  decided  in  the  negatfve — yeas  16, 
nays  17. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  BENTON  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking 
the  whole  as  one  amendment;  and,  to  give  time 
for  consideration,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
till  to-morrow  at  13  o'clock. 

Mr.  EVANS  took  the  ground  that  the  whole  of  ' 
the  amendments  could  be  considered  only  as  one 
amendment;  and  it  was  unquesiioaably  in  order, 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
was  first  in  order  as  an  amendment  to  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  CHAIR  then  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  was  in  order. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  objected;  and,  wishing  for  time 
to  coD8id(  r  the  amendment,  moved  to  postpone  the 
subject  till  to-morrow  at  13  o'oclock. 

The  question  of  postponement  was  carried — 
ayes  SO.  noes  16 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  on  the  dissgrreing  votes  in 
relation  to  so  much  of  the  army  bill  as  authorized 
the  appointment  of  ten  cadets  from  the  conatry  at 
large.  The  report  of  the  committee  was,  that  the 
House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Sen- 
ate's amendment. 

The  report  wss  concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDENT  pra  tern,  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Treasury  De-  , 


partment,  stating  that  the  annual  statemeat  on 
commerce  and  navigation  could  not  be  completed 
in  time  to  transmit  to  Congress  before  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  recommending  that  power  be  given  to 
the  Gfecretary  of  the  Senate  to  receive  it,  and  have 
it  printed  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  an  order  giving 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  authority  to  receive, 
and  to  have  printed,  3,000  copies  of  the  statement 
above,  in  addition  to  the  usual  quantity. 

Messrs.  KING  and  ARCHER  objected  to  the 
printing  of  so  many,  as  useless. 

Messrs.  EVANS  and  HUNTINGTON  main- 
tained that  it  was  a  document  of  great  importance 
to  the  commercial  community,  and  hoped  3,000 
copies  additional  would  be  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
number  to  530;  which  suggestion  the  mover  of  the 
motion  refused  to  yield  to* 

Mr.  WALKER  then  suggested  1,500  copies. 
This  was  received;  and  the  order,  thus  modified, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  ton.  laid  before  the  Senate 
acommuoication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
covering  statements  showing  the  official  emolu- 
ments and  expenses  of  the  Officers  of  the  cnstoms; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commnnicadon 
from  the  War  Department,  in  complianoe  with  a 
rpsolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  instant,  a  copy 
•f  the  contract  entered  into  by  Robert  Folton  for 
the  conf>truciion  of  certain  steamers;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  YOUNG,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  t  ansmiiting,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  die 
30th  instant,  a  report  from  the  State  Department,  of 
the  correspondence  relating  to  the  quintuple  treaty; 
which  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  BBNTON,  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  Senmte  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  February  34, 1843. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York  presented  tiie 
petition  of  Hannah  Parkman  and  others,  of  the 
city  of  Hudson,  New  York,  praying  an  extensioa 
of  the  widows'  pension  act  of  July,  1838. 

MILITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  a^ked  the  favor  of  the 
Honse  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  {Jnion  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  to  divide  the  United  States  into 
two  military  divisions. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  opposed  the  motion;  and  alleged, 
as  a  reason  for  its  not  being  adopted,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Biilitary  Afairs 
was  absent. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILUAMS  said  the  bill  was  a  bant- 
ling of  his  own,  and  therefore  he  thought  he  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  nurse  it,  without  waiting  for  the 
members  of  the  Military  Committee  to  return  from 
New  Jersey,  Philadelphia,  and  all  about  the  Union. 

The  question  was  taken  en  the  motion  to  dis- 
cbarge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  fur 
ther  cocsideration  of  the  bill,  and  resulted — ^yeas 
63,  nays  28.    No  quorum. 

The  following  bills  |from  the  Senate  were  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred: 

An  act  providing  for  holding  a  circuit  court  at 
Wiiliamsport,  in  the  western  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia: referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
after  an  inetfectoal  effort,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bid« 
LICK,  to  have  it  taken  up  and  passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Rail- 
road Company:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mean«. 

The  navy  appropriation  bill,  returned  from  the 
Senate  with  amendments,  was  taken  up;  and,  af- 
ter the  amendment  had  been  read,  was  referred, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affair?.  ' 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  re- 
lation to  the  arrivals  of  American  vessels  in  foreign 
ports:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  ehe  Treasury  De* 
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partmeot,  showiog  the  miinber  and  compent^atioa 
of  tbeeltrks  employed  in  that  depanmeni. 

Also,  a  reporc  from  the  Ptst  Office  Departmenly 
made  in  eomplianee  with  ihe  provisions  of  ihe  act 
of  fid  Joljr,  1836,  showing  die  operations  of  that  do* 
partment  for  the  past  year;  both  of  which  were 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed . 

TbefiRPBAKEBeommnnieated  oeruin  resolTes 
of  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Wisconsin;  which 
ware  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MILITART  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  renewed  his  motion  to 
discbifgethe  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
bill  to  divide  the  United  States  into  two  military 
districts;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tire— 4jes  88,  noes  not  eoanted. 

llr.  W.  then  moved  to  take  np  the  bill  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  GR  AirGER  objected. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  sospension  of 
the  roles;  which  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  moved  to  take  np  the 
bill  (No.  649>  to  snspend  the  operation  of  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  act  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  so  far  as 
the  same  may  affect  this  election  of  members  of  the 
)S8ih  Congress. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  would  not  object,  pro* 
vided  the  gentleman  would  move  also  to  take  up 
the  bill  regulating  the  taking  of  testimony  in  cases 
of  contested  elections. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  said  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  take  np  that  bill  when  the  other  was 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objecting, 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  moved  to  suspend  the 
mles  so  far  as  they  regarded  the  above  two  bills; 
which  motion  was  carried — ayes  117,  noes  30. 

The  bill  suspending  the  operations  of  the  second 
section  of  the  apportionment  bill  was  then  taken 
np  and  read. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  said  that  the  object  of 
this  bill  was  simply  to  snspend  the  operations  of 
the  second  section  of  the  act  for  the  apportionment 
of  Representatives  among  the  several  States,  so 
far  as  it  affected  the  election  of  members  of  the 
next  Congress.  From  present  circumstances,  there 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the , preceding 
clauses  of  the  apportionment  law  would  go  quiet- 
ly into  operation,  notwithstanding  the  loud  clamor 
that  was  raised  at  it  in  various  parts  of  the  conn- 
try  at  the  time  of  its  passsgc.    In  every  case  but 
one,  the  people  had  given  unequivocal  evidence 
that  it  met  their  approval;  and  that  single  excep- 
tion was  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  which  .he 
bad  no  doubt  would,  in  time,  be  induced  to  sup- 
port it.      But  the  condition  of  things  in  New 
Hampshire  was  not  tbe  only  obstacle  to  carrying 
the  law  into  operation.    In  the  State  of  Georgia, 
the  elections  came  on  previous  to  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  their  Legislature;  and  though  the  Le- 
gislature on  its  meeting  proceeded  almost  imme- 
diately to  divide  the  State  into  congressional  dis- 
tricts for  the  twenty-ninth  Congress,  yet  tbe  elec- 
tions for  the  twenty-eighth  Congress  having  al- 
ready taken  place,  they  bad  no  power  under  tbe 
censtitution  to  set  them   aside,  and  order   new 
elections.    The  same  state  of  things  had  happened 
in  Missouri;  but  he  was  informed  that  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  that  State  were  in  favor  of  the 
district  system,  and  they  would  eventoaliy  adopt  it. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  said  that  the  gentleman 
was  mi8takea-«-a  majority  of  the  Legislature  be- 
lieved that  the  act  of  Congress  was  unconstitu- 
tiooal. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  he  would  waive  that 
point  for  tiie  present;  it  was  not  necessary  for  his 
argument.  Nearly  a  similar  state  of  things  ex- 
isted in  MifsiKippi  as  in  Georgia  and  Missouri. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  appeared  to  him, 
ihat  not  only  sound  policy,  but  jnstice  required  the 
passage  of  this  law,  or  one  of  a  similar  character. 
If  they  refused  to  do  it,  they  must  exclude  from 
Congress  the  representatives  of  three  States,  which 
have  bAd  no  opportunity  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  apportionment  act.  Persons  who 
had  been  elected  in  these  States  wonld  present 
themselvesy  claiming  their  seats  here;  and  acol- 
IteioA  would  p^obftbly  tike  plpce,  such  u  had 


never  been  witnessed  in  this  country.  It  was  true 
the  Governor  of  Georgia  had  vetoed  tbe  bill  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  his  State  for  laying  it  off 
into  congressional  districts;  but  this  did  not  weaken 
the  claim  of  the  people  of  that  State  to  be  rep- 
resented here  in  the  next  Congress.  It  only  showed 
that  the  Governor  had  such  a  contempt  for  the 
opinion  of  his  constituents,  that  he  would  not  per- 
mit them  to  judge  fer  themselves,  whether  tbe  law 
was  for  their  interest  or  not.  At  the  next  meeuog 
of  the  Legislature,  the  State  will  have  a  Chief 
Magistrate  willing  to  cany  the  views  of  the  peo- 
ple into  effect. 

It  might  seem  out  of  place  for  him,  at  this  time, 
to  enter  into  any  argument  in  favor  of  tbe  appor- 
tionment law;  but  he  could  not  refrain  from  no- 
ticing a  few  of  the  considerations  which,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  ought  to  recommend  it  to  favorable 
notice.  One  t>f  its  most  important  advantages  was 
the  securing  equality  and  uniformity  in  elections. 
It  could  not  fail  to  be  perceived  that  the  greatest 
inequality  had  hitherto  existed.  Thus,  a  State 
which  elected  by  general  ticket,  with  one-seventh 
of  the  population  of  the  great  State  of  New  York, 
outvoted  that  great  State  three  times  to  one.  If 
gentlemen  would  make  the  calculation,  they  would 
find  that  every  citizen  of  New  Jersey  exercised 
twenty  times  the  political  power  cf  a  citizen  of 
New  York.  He  might  go  on  with  the  illustration, 
and  show  that  New  Hampshire  outvoted  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  three  times  her  population.  Gentle- 
men who  wonld  observe  the  signs  of  the  times, 
would  be  convinced  lhat  this  was  an  evil  that  was 
growing,  and  that  would  soon  force  every  one  of 
Uie  Slates  to  adopt  the  general-ticket  system. 

He  then  pointed  out  the  tendency  of  the  general- 
ticket  system  to  produce  sectional  divisions,  dan- 
gerous even  to  the  existence  of  tbe  Union  itself. 
The  reason  why  the  people  of  this  country  were 
the  most  obedient  to  law  of  any  people  on  the  face 
of  the  earthj'Was  simply  because  they  believed  that 
they  lived  under  a  Government  of  their  own  cre- 
ation, and  in  which,  therefore,  they  could  place 
confidence.  But  the  siodttt  vptrtendX  of  tbe  general- 
ticket  system — ^tbe  nomination  of  a  ticket  at  some 
central  point  for  which  the  people  must  vote, 
though  the  candidates  were  entirely  unknown  to 
them,  or  they  need  not  vote  at  all — placed  the  pos- 
sessors of  the  franchise  at  the  mercy  of  a  central 
oligarchy;  and  thus  distrust  and  dissatisfaction  were 
occasioned.  There  were  many,  other  considera- 
tions, equal  in  importance  to  those  he  had  men- 
tioned-<-y«a,  even  much  greater — which  mast  rec- 
ommend the  sdieme  he  advocated  to  the  American 
people.  But  as  the  subject  was  fully  discussed  at 
the  l9st  session  of  Congress,  and  as  all  those  ques- 
tions had  been  long  before  tbe  people,  he  should 
allude  to  a  few  only.  The  first  to  which  he  would 
allude  was  its  importance  in  restoring  the  Demo- 
cratic principle  of  Government,  which  was  now 
entirely  destroyed.  The  next  was,  its  importance 
in  preserving  the  inflaence  of  the  small  States 
from  the  vortex  into  which  the  adoption  of  the 
general-ticket  system  wonld  ingulf  them — a  crisis 
to  which  they  were  fast  hastening.  Farther  its 
importance  as  a  restoration  of  the  voice  of  repre- 
sentatives, who  were  now  entirely  silenced  by  the 
general-ticket  system.  In  addition  to  these,  he 
enumerated  other  important  points,  and  then  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  to  pursue  a  system  of  concilia- 
tion and  compromise,  which  was  found  at  the 
foundation  of  our  Government. 

He  pursued  his  remarks  at  some  length\  and  en- 
treatea  the  House  to  avoid  the  f  cones  which  must 
be  witnessed  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  next  Con- 
gress, if  some  such  measure  ipere  not  agreed  upon. 
He  then  replied  to  some  legal  objections  which  bad 
been  raised,  and  by  eminent  authority  showed 
that  this  was  not  such  an'e«  post  fado  law  a^  the 
Constitution  forbade.  Ho  quoted  largely  from 
Dallas's  reports,  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Justice  Cbsse, 
and  Chief  Jnstice  Marshall,  and  likewise  from  the 
report  of  the  Commiticeof  Elections,  in  which 
this  question  was  folly  discussed. 

He  concluded  his  remaiks  by  expressing  the 
hope  that  the  bill  would  be  allowed  to  pass,  aod 
thereby  avoid  much  confusion  which  would  ensue 
at  the  next  meeting  of  Cosgress,  and  which 
woaldy  ht  thought,  iiKeyiUbly  result)  from  Ae 


fact  that,  however  disposed  the  House  miaht  be 
to  repeal  the  present  law  directing  the  States  to 
district  their  territory,  such  a  measure  could  not 
pass  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  th* 
table. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Jajing  tbe  bill  on  tbe 
table,  and  resulted — ^yeas  71,  nays  115,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TEA87>MMara.  Adams,  Allen,  Btbceck,  Barnard,  BirdMfi^ 
Blair,  Boardman,  Botia,  Brlggs,  Broncon,  Jervmlah  Brovm, 
BarnaU,  Caruthem,  John  C.  Clark,  Staley  N.  Clarke,  Jaioaa 
Cooper.  Cravens,  Crawford,  Dean,  DelMrrr,  John  Edwards, 
Fesseoaen,  Fillmore,  Fumance,  Goffgin,  P.  O.  Goods,  Gordon, 
Granger,  Green,  Hays,  Henry,  Hopinns,  Hnb:irdt  Bunt,  James 
Inrin,  Jarass,  Cavs  Johnson,  John  P.  Keonsdy,  Andrew  Ken* 
nedy,  King,  Linn,  McKay.  McKeonan,  Alfred  Marstiall,  Mathiot, 
Mauocks,  Heriwsther,  Morris,  Morrow,  Owsley,  Partridge, 
Pope,  RanMsy,  Beiyamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Raynsr, 
Riagway,  Riggs,  James  M.  Russell,  Banford,  Bhepperd,  Soy* 
der,  Blratton,  Sommers,  Turney,  lUodeiwood,  Joseph  L. 
Chris.  H.  Williams,  White,  Winthrop,  Torke,  and  John  Yoaug 
—71. 

NaTB— Messrs.  L.  W.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Arrington,  Atharton, 
Baker,  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidlack,  Borden.  Bowne,  Brewster, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Miltor.  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  Wm. 
O.  ButJer,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  J.Campbell,  W.  B.  Campbell, T.  J. 
Campbell,  Casey.  Chapman,  Chiuenden,  Clinton,  Coles,  H.  A. 
Cooper,  Coweo^raoBton,  Cross,  Daniel,  G.  Davis,  R.  D.  Davia, 
Dawson,  Doan,  Doig,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris^ 
John  G.  Floyd,  Gamble,  Gentry,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Graham, 
Gustine,  Gwin,  Halsted,  Harris,  Holmes,  Houck,  Houston, 
Hudson,  Charles  J.  Ingersol],  Joseph  R.  IngersoII,  William 
W.  Irwin,  Jack,  John  W.  Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Lane,  Lewii^ 
Liulelleld,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan, 
McKeon,  Mallorr.  Marcband,  Mathews,  Maynard,  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Parmeoter,  Payne, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Powell,  Read,  Reding,  Reocher,  Reynolds, 
RooeeTslt,  William  Russell,  Saunders,  Bhsw,  Shields,  Steen- 
rod,  Siokely,  Alexander  H.  H.  Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Sum. 
ter,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Troui,  Van  Buren,  Van  Rensss- 
laer,  Ward,  Wariiington,  Wattetson,  Waller,  Westbrook, 
Edward  D.  White,  Thos.  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williami^ 
Wiss,  Wood,  and  Augustus  Toung— 115. 

The  question  lecurring  on  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question, 

Mr.  MARK  A.  COOPER  rose,  and  respectfully 
requested  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Fillmorb]  to  withdraw  the  previous  question  for  a 
few  moments.  Mr.  C.  said  bis  friend  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Campbbll]  had  assumed  to  take  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  to  task  here,  for  an  official  act 
performed.  He  (Mr.  C.)  would  be  happy  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  put  his  friend  from  South  Caro- 
Una  right  in  this  assumption,  and  to  enable  him  to 
entertain  some  just  views  of  State  rights. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  refused  to  withdraw  the  pre- 
vious question;  the  call  for  which  was  sustained, 
and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put« 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  engrossment; 
and,  having  been  jead  a  third  time, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage;  which  was  sustained. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted-— 
yeas  90,  nays  91,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Measrs.  Arnold,  Anington,  Athertoo,  Barton.  Bes- 
son,  Bidlack,  Borden,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown, 
Burke,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Butler,  John  Campbell, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Cbmt,  Chap> 
man,  Clinton,  Coles.  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston, 
Cross,  CushiM,  Duiiel,  Richard  D.  J)avis,  Dawson,  Doan, 
Doig,  John  C.  Edwards,  Egbert,  Everett,  Ferris,  Gamble^ 
Gentry.  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Gustine,  Gwin,  Halsted,  Harris,  Heat- 
ings, Holmea.  Houclc,  Houson,  Hubard,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Jack,  Isaac  D.  Jonss,  Lane,  Lewi&  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abra. 
ham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  Maltory,  Marohand,  Mitch- 
ell, Newhard,  Parmenter,  Partridge,  Payne,  Plumen  Pope, 
Reed,  Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rhett,  Riggs,  Ssnford, 
Saunders.  Shaw,  Shields,  Snyder,  Siokely,  Alexander  H.  H. 
Stuart,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Thompson,  TllUnghast, 
Trotti,  Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallac^  Wattenon. 
Westbrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  and 
Wood— 9a 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen;  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ay- 
crigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard,  Birdseye,  Blair,  Boaruman, 
Botts,  Brii^gs,  Brock  way,  Bronson,  Jeremiah  Brown.  Burnell, 
Caruihera,   Chittenden,  John   C.  Clark,   Staley   M.  Clarka, 


lames  Cooper,  Cravens,  Crawford,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberrr, 


W.  Irwin,  James,  Cave  Johnson,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew 
Kennedy,  King,  Lmn,  McKay,  McKennan,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Powell,  Bam- 
sey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Ray 
oer,Ridgway,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Baltonstall, 
Shepperd.  Siaenrod,  Stratton,  John  T.  Stuart.  Summers, 
Toland,  Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Tuney,  Underwood,  Washing- 
ton, Waller,  Jossph  L.  White,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  WilKaros,  Winthropk  Wiae^  Yorke^  Auguitua 
Young,  and  John  Young— 01. 

So  Uie  biU  was  rejected^ 
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Mr.  H(^LM£3  then  observed  that  he  was  one 
of  those  nrho  believed  that  rigbteoasness  ezalteth 
ia  nation.  Ha  woald,  therefore,  move  that  the 
fioaae  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  take  np  the  French  spoliation  bill,  and  do  jas- 
tiee. 
^  Mr.  MALLORY  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
TOte  jast  taken,  on  rejecting  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
operations  of  the  apporiionment  act,  and  moved 
the  previous  (jaestion  on  the  motion.  Mr.  M. 
however,  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  WISE,  who  promised  to  renew  it,  after  ma- 
king an  explanation. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  voted  for  the  bill  fixing 
the  ratio  of  representation,  becanse  he  believed 
that  it  was  neeessarjr,  and  ought  to  pass,  and  he 
did  so,  though  he  believed  that  the  second  section 
was  a  nullity,  and  would  be  set  aside  by  the  next 
Congress.  Now  this  bill  proposed  to  repeal  the 
aection  of  a  law,  which  he  believed  tobe  a  nullity; 
and  for  him  to  vote  for  it,  would  be  to  declare  that 
he  believed  that  section  to  be  operative.  With  this 
explanation,  he  would  renew  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  wasthen  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  order<*d;  when 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  question;  which  were  ordered, 
and  resulted  in  yeas  93,  nays  100,  as  follows: 

TBA.6~BfoMn.  Arnold,  Arrington,  Aiherton,  Barton,  Bee- 
eon,  Bidlaclc,  Bordeo,  Bowne,  Breweier,  Brigira,  Aaron  V. 
Brown,  Charles.  Brown,  Burlce,  William  Builer,  Wm.  O. 
Batler,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Cawy,  Clinton,  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen, 
Cranston,  Cross,  Cushiog,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Daw. 
0OD,  Doan,  Doig,  Terrls,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd, 
Oambie,  Gerry,  Gilmer,  Ooggio,  Gustine.  Halsted,  Harris, 
Hastings^  Halmes,  Hoock,  Houaton,  lljibard.  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  iDgersolL  Jack,  John  W.  Joues,  Keiro,  Liulefield,  Lowell, 
Robert  McClellan,'  Mallory,  Thomas  F.  Abrshall,  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Red- 
ing, Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rbett,  Riggs,  Rooserelt,  Sanford, 
HaoDders,  Shaw,  Shields,  William  imiih,  Snyder,  Stokely, 
Alexander  H.  H.  Staari,  Sumter,  Taliaferro,  Jacob  Tbomp- 
■on,  TIlHnghaat,  Trolti,  Van  Buren,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, Ward,  Watterson,  Westbrook,  Edward  D.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  WilUams^  and  Wood 

J  NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  LandaiT  W:  Andrews,  S. 
.Andiews,  Ayccteg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnaid,  Birdseye, 
Blair,  Boardman,  Botts,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown, 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Burnell,  Calhoun,  Caruthers,  Chllds,  Chit- 
tenden, John  C.  Clark,  Sialey  N.  Clarke,  James  Cooper,  Cra- 
▼9DS,  Crawford,  Garrett  Davis,  Deberrr,  John  Edwards, 
John  C.  Edwards,  Ererett,  Feasenden,  Fillmore,  Thomas  F. 


Jame%  Uhac  D.  Jones,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
King,  Linn,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  McKennan,  Al- 
fjmd  Marshall,  Mat^iot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meri- 
wether, Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pope, 
Powell,  Ramsey,  Beiyamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall, 
Randolph,  Rayner.  Ridgway,  William  Russell,  James  M. 
HoMBll,  Saltonsull,  Shepperd,  Steenrod,  Scntton,  John  T. 
otoart,  Sommen^  John  B.  Thompson,  Tbiand,  I'omlinaon, 
Triplett,  Tamey,  Underwood,  Washington,  Weller,  Joseph 
L.  White,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winihrop,  Wise,  Augustus 
Young,  and  John  Young— 100. 

So  the  motion  for  reconsideration  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GWIN  said  that  he  was  lemporarily  oat  of 
the  hall,  on  business,  when  his  name  was  called. 
He  was  anxious  to  vote  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  rejecting  the  biU. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  if  there  was  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  conld  vote. 

Mr.  BRONSON  objected. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  taking  of  testimony  in  eases  of  contested  elec- 
tions, and  for  other  purposes,  to  be  now  in  order. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  order- 
ed; and,  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  86,  nays  110, 
as  follows! 

YEAS— Hessra.  Arrloffton,  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bowne,  Brew- 
stor,  Aaron  V.  Brown.  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler, 
Wifliam  O.  Butler,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Caiy.  Clinton,  Coles^ 
Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cross,  Cashing,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  DariZ 
Dawson,  Doan,  Doig,  John  C.  Bd wards.  John  G.  Floyd,  Gerry, 
Goggin,  WllUam  O.  Goods,  Gordon,  GusUne,  Gwin,  Harris, 
HasUngs,  Hajs,  Holmss,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles  J.  IngsrsoU,  William  W.Irwin.  Cave. John- 
son, John  W.  Jooes^  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Little- 
field,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellao,  McKay. 
Mallory.  Marchand,  Mathews,  Medill,  Miller,  Newhard,  Oliyer 
Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope,  Read,  Reding,  Reynolds. RhetL 
Riggs,  RoMerelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Shields,  Snyder, 
•teenrod,  Sumter,  Jacob  Thompson^  Trolti,  Turner,  Van 
y?q3l-«  ^'^  Waiisreon,    Welier,  Westl)rook,  Wli,  and 


NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Landaff  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Birdseye,  Blair, -Boardman,  Borden,  Botts,  Biiggs, 
Biockway,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Bumeil, 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruth- 
ers, Casey,  Childs,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  Sialey  N.  Clarke, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravans,  Crawlord.  Garrstt 
Daris,  Deberry,  John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fessenden,  FiUmore, 
Thos.  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gentry,  GiddiogB,Patiick  6.  Goode, 
Graham.  Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Henry,  Howard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingenoll,  James  Irrin,  James,  Isaac  D. 
Joueis  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Linn,  McKennan.  Maihiot, 
Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benja- 
min Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Raiidolpl:,  Rayner,  Ridgway, 
William  Russell,  James  M.  RusseJI,  Saltonstall,  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Stokely,  Stratton,  Alex.  H.  H.Stuart,  John T.  Smart, 
Summers,  Taliarerro,  Johh  B.  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland, 
Tomlinson,  Triplett,  Trumbull,  Underwood.  Van  RenaMlaer, 
Wallace,  Washiogton,  Edward  D.  White,  Joeeph  L.  White, 
Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Yorke, 
Augustus  Young,  and  John  Young— 110. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  HALSTED  moved  to  amend  the  bill  ao 
as  to  make  it  precisely  like  the  bill  passed  at  the 
last  session,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  nnder 
the  operatien  of  the  previous  question,  and  it  was 
read  a  third  time;  and  the  qnestion  recorred  on  its 
passage,  on  which  Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  the 
pie?ioos  qnestion. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which  he  faid  had  been 
harried  through  in  such  profound  silence,  that  they 
scarcely  knew  what  it  was.  [Loud  cries  of  **0h, 
ii's  the  bill  which  Captain  Tyler  pocketed  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session;*'  and  counter  cries  of 
**Well,  as  there  are  not  ten  days  of  the  session 
remaining,  he  may  pocket  it  again.*'] 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  resulted — ^yeas 
105,  nays  82,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Landaff*  W.  Andrews,  Sher* 
lock  J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcock,  Uaker,  Bar- 
nard, Birdseye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  Bolts,  Brigga,  Brock* 
way,  Bronson,  Milton  Brown^eremiah  Brown,  Buraell,  Cal- 
houn, William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
Casey,  Ctiilda,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Claik,  Staley  N.  Clarke, 
James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston,  Cravenfi,  Crawford,  Garrett 
Davis,  Debeiry,  John  Edwards,  Ererett,  Fessenden;  Fillmore, 
Gates,  Gentry,  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Halsted,  Henry, 
Howard,  Hudson,  Hunt^  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  James  Irvin, 
James,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Kinsr,  Linn.  McKennan,  Samson 
Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meriwether, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Moirow,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Powell, 
Ramsey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Randolph, 
Rayner,  Ridgway,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Sal- 
tonstall, Bhepperd,  Blade,  Stokely,  Straiton,  Alexander  u.  H. 
Stuart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Trumbull,  Underwood, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Washington,  Edward  D.  White, 
Joseph  L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  Wil- 
liains.  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop^  Yorke,  Augustus  Young, 
and  John  Young — 105.  ^ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Arrins[ton,  Atherton,  Beeson,  Bidlack, 
Bowne,  Brewster.  Aaron  v.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke, 
William  O.  Butler,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell, 
Cary,  Clinton,  Coles,  Hark  A.  Cooper,  Cushing.  Daniel^lch- 
an)  D.  Davis,  Dawson,  Dean,  Egbert,  Ferris.  John  G.  Floyd, 
Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gerry,  Goggin,  William  O.  Goode, 
Gordon,  Gustine,  Hastings,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hub- 
ard, Hunter.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell, 
Abraham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay.  McKeon, 
Mallory,  Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Mathews,  Medili,  Mil- 
ler,  Newhard.  Oliver,  Partridge,  Payne,  Plumer,  Pope,  Rey- 
noIds,Rhett,  Riggs,  Roosevelt,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Shaw,  Wil- 
liam smith,  Snyder,  Steenrod,  Sumter,  Sweney,  Jacob  Thomn- 
son,  Trottl  Ttimey,  Waid,  Watterson,  Weller,  Westbrooir, 
Wise,  and  Wood.-^2.' 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  rose  and  moved  that  the 
Honse  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

After  much  confasion,  and  a  variety  of  ques- 
tions of  order,  the  motion  to  go  into  committee 
was  pnt,  and  carried;  and  Mr.  Fkssendkn  took 
the  chair. 

Mr.  GWIN  moved  to  take  up  Senate  bill  to 
refund  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans. 

'Mr.  FILLMORE  proposed  to  take  up  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  GWIN  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  permit  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  this  bill,  in  order  that  a  vole 
might  be  taken  upon  it  in  the  House.  He  did  not 
desire  to  discuss  it.  He  wanted  action,  and  be 
hoped  action  would  be  had  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  woold  not  object  if  it  did 
not  lead  to  discussion;  otherwise  be  must,  as  it  was 
his  duty  to  press  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  to  discuss  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Gen.  Jackson. 


Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  Do 
not  the  appropriation  bills  have  precedence  of  all 
others  for  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  they  had. 

Mr.  GWIN  lnqnii)ed  whether  a  vote  would  not 
be  taken  upon  His  motion  to  take  np  first  the  bill  to 
refnnd  the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson. 

The  CHAIR  decided  noU 

Mr. CUSHING  named  the  bill  to  ezecate  the 
treaty  of  Washington. - 

Mr.  WINTHROP  n^med  (he  Itght-hevse  hill. 

Mr.  J.  C.  EDWARDS  named  the  bill  allowing 
certain  drawbacks. 

Mr.  MEDILL  named  the  Senate  bill  for  the  oc- 
cupation of  Oregon. 

The  CHAIR  read  the  75ih  rule  of  the  Honee; 
according  to  which,  general  approjsriation  bills  are 
to  have  preference  over  other  bills,  unless  a  aa- 
jority  of  the  committee  should  otherwise  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  pro« 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  and  it  was  carried— ayes  85^ 
noes  52. 

CIVIL   AND   DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIA- 

TION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
fiscal  year,  beginoiog  June  30,  1843,  to  the  30th  of 
June,  1844,  was  taken  np  and  read. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment  «s  an  additional  clause  to  the  appropriation 
for  books,  maps,  &c.,  for  the  State  Department: 

For  the  payment  of  all  claims  which  T.  Allen  has  agaiosc'ths 
United  Stales  for  printing  20  QUO  copies  of  the  Compendium  or 
Abridgement  of  the  Sixth  Census  by  coonUes  and  principal 
towns;  together  with  the  tables  of  apportionment,  as  prepared 
at  the  Stale  Department  for  the  use  of  Congress,  the  sum  of 
$15,849  64;  and  for  the  payment  of  all  claims  which  IMair  A 
Rives  have  against  the  United  States  for  printing  lO^OOO  copies  of 
the  same  document,  $8,924  82. 

Mr. G.DAVIS  called  for  the  reading  of  there- 
port  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
printing  of  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth  Census* 
and  it  was  read. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  turn,  c^m. 

When  the  clause  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  survevor  general  of  Iowa  was  read — 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Iowa  offered  an  amendment, 
providing  ibat  the  said  surveyor  general  shall  re- 
side wiibin  the  district  for  which  he  is  surveyor 
general,  and  discbarge  the  duties  of  the  said  office. 

Mr.  D.  stated  that  he  offered  the  amendment 
which  he  had  just  sent  to  the  Chair,  under  a  sol- 
emn sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents,  and  to  the 
public  service.  He  had  no  personal  ill  feeling 
towards  the  present  incnmbeni  to  gratify.  But, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  D  )  the  absence  of  the  present  in- 
cumbent, General  James  Wilson,  ijrom  his  post, 
has  been  so  frequent,  and  so  long  protracted,  as  to 
call  aloud  for  remedy  or  redress.  It  bas  been  not 
only  the  subject  of  animadversion  in  the  public 
pre^s  of  the  I'erritory  and  of  the  country;  but,  sir, 
it  has  been  brought  to  my  attention,  as  Delegate, 
in  numerous  letters,  from  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
respectability,  residing  in  the  town  of  Dubuque— 
where  the  office  is  by  law  located— and  in  that  vi- 
•einity.  One  of  these  letters  (said  Mr.  D.)  I  will 
send  to  the  Chair,  that  an  extract,  which  I  have 
marked,  may  be  read,  for  the  information  of  the 
House.    The  extract  is  as  follows: 

BimiiQini,  Iowa  Tskbitort, 
Decmnlier  13,  ▲.D.  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  venture  to  trouble  tou  on  a  subject  that  has  be- 
come one  of  general  complaint.  I  refer  to  Uie  law  of  Congress. 
establisbmg  the  surveyor  ffenerars  office  for  Wisconsin  ana 
Iowa.  There  is  no  provision  in  that  act,  requiring  the  sur^ 
v^or  general  to  reside  at  tiia  place  where  he  is  to  keep  his 
office;  the  consequence  is.  that  the  present  Incumbent,  James 
Wilson,  esq.,  lesides  with  his  family,  about  two  diousand 
miles  hence:  and  the  consequence  of  t)»t  is,  that  oat  of  the 
twenty  months  he  has  enjoyed  the  emolumema  of  diat  oflice, 
he  has  not  been  here  six  months,  all  counted.  If  this  is  not  an 
outrage,  then  1  know  not  what  Is.  When  Mr.  Ellis  and  Gen- 
eral Jones  had  the  office,  they  were  obliged  to  have  their  ie» 
idence  at  tliis  place.  1  have  not  the  least  doulM  bat  that  Con- 
gress intended  that,  by  locating  the  office  here,  it  also  intended 
the  Incumbent  should  be  located  in  the  same  place;  but  the  in- 

f;eDuiiy  of  some  folks  is  a  caution.  Here  is  one  specimen:  by 
ocating  the  office  here,  means  that  the  office-holder  may  re- 
side two  thousand  miles  ofT.  I  think  yon  would  have  no  dife* 
ficQlty  in  getting  an  amendment  to  that  law,  so  as  to  requir, 
the  incumbent  to  reside. hete  with  hig  fam&gy  if  he  has  any 
as  well  as  keep  his  office  here.  You  must  be  very  careful  in 
framing  the  amendment,  or  Yankee  cunning  will  get  the  better 
ofh.   iamaYBok«aDyaelf,batIdO{' 
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(oofiwd  ■lIvat'liedMi  office  Meken,  and  broken  down  pol- 
UicSuMi  playiog  such  games  with  Western  good  nature. 

Mr.  FILLMORB  inquired  who  was  the  writer 
of  the  letter. 

Mr*  DODGE  replied  that  he  did  not  wish  to  giire 
the  name  of  his  correspondent,  his  permiBsibn  to 
do  so  not  haf  ing  been  given  in  the  letter;  bnt  be 
woQld  tell  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  he 
(BIr.  D.)  endorsed  the  sutemenis  contained  in  that 
letter.  So  far  as  they  related  to  the  snrvejror  gen* 
enl,  and  for  what  he  said  and  done  in  reference  to 
diis  natter,  he  was  ready  and  willing,  at  any  time, 
to  bold  himself  pereonally  or  in  any  other  way 
teeonotable  to  Oeneral  Wilson,  or  any  of  his 
frieodt,  here  or  elsewhere. 

llr.  IK  said  he  wonld  also  read  to  the  House  an 
editorial  article  which  appeared  in  the  ''Miners 
Ispress,"  of  the  94th  of  No?ember  last,  (a  news- 
piper  pnblished  in  the  town  of  Dabnqne,)  strongly 
eoDdemaatory  of  the  condaei  of  this  poblie  fane- 
tioiutry,  every  wrord  of  which  he  believed  was 
anetJy  trae. 

Mr.  D.  commenced  to  read;  when 

Mr.  FILLMORB  objected.  He  contended  that 
it  was  not  in  order  to  introdnce  newspaper  articles 
of  Ibis  character.  He  knew  bnt  little  of  this  snr- 
vejor  general,  or  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
diseharged  the  duties  of  his  office;  bnt  be  wonld 
lay,  that  be  thought  he  shoald  no  more  be  required 
to  keep  his  family  in  the  Territory,  than  should  a 
Bember  of  Ck>ngres8  be  reqaired  to  bring  bis  fam* 
ilj  to  Washington  with  him. 

Mr.  DODQE  said  that  the  gentleman  wao  argn- 
lag  under  a  misapprehension.  His  amendment 
did  not  require  the  surveyor  general  to  keep  his 
family  with  him,  but  simply  to  reside  in  the  district. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  he  was  unwilling  to  lake 
ap  the  time  of  the  House  in  the  discussion  of  this 
sabjeet;  but  if  there  was  to  be  opposition  to  his 
amendment,  he  wished  to  show,  by  reference  to 
the  date  of  the  annual  report  of  this  surveyor  gen- 
en),  that  it  was  not  received  until  late  in  Jannary, 
owing  10.  his  absence;  when  it  should  have  been 
kere,  ready  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  at  thecora- 
neaeement  of  the  session. 

[Here  there  was  a  general  cry  over  the  House, 
**AKreedl  that's  lighL  We  will  adopt  your  amend- 
■euU"] 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  the  amend- 
sieat  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MBRlWBrHER  mored  to  strike  out  the 
item  **for  compensation  of  the  secretary  to  sign 
patents  for  public  lands,  |1,500.'* 

Mr.  MEDILL  and  Mx.  WBLLER  opposed  the 
notion  to  strike  oni. 

Mr.  BRONSON  advocated  the  motion,  and  the 
transfer  of  the  dutibs  of  that  office  to  some  existing 
clerk  in  ihe  departments,  rather  than  leaving  them 
to  be  discharged  by  a  secretary  of  executive  ap- 
pointment (at  present  Mr.  Robert  Tyler  ) 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  Mr.  W.  B.  C  AM  PBELL, 
Mr.  FILLMORB,  Mr.  WARD,  Mr.  BVERBTT, 
Mr.  HUNT.  Mr.  PROFFIT,  and  Mr.  W(8E,  con- 
tinned  a  conversation  in  relation  to  the  propriety 
of  making  the  ohange  now  proposed  for  some  time 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  addressed  the  committee 
in  favor  of  his  motion,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  those  gentlemen  who  had  opposed  it. 

Mr.  G.  DAVie  and  Mr.  ARNOLD  followed 
in  advocacy  of  the  motion  to  sirike  out  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  ADAMS  addressed  the  committee  for  seme 
itoie,  giving  his  testimony  against  bill  548,  and  also 
against  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
for  the  President's  secretary. 

Mr.  WELLBR  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  motion  was  rejected— ayes  61,  noes  71. 

Afier  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BRONSON, 
aad  COOPER  of  Qeorgia,  the  question  was  taken 
oa  the  amendment;  and  it  was  rejected— ayes  41, 
aocs87. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WELLBR,  the  committee 
iben  rose;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Sattooat,  February  25, 1843. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  reading  of  the 
jonmal  was  dispensed  with. 


Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back)  without  amendment,  and  wifh 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
House,  making  an  apprepriation  to  test  the  prac- 
ticability of  establishing  a  system  of  electro-mag- 
netic teleeraphs  for  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  witbont  amendment. 
House  bill  entitled  "An  act  amendaory  of  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen;*'  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINQTON,  the  above 
bill  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
considered,  and,  there  being  no  amendment,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senaet;  and,  according  to  order,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  H.,  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  back,  without  amendment.  House  bill  en- 
titled **An  act  for  the  belter  security  of  the  lives 
of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam,**  approved  July  7ib, 
1838. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  adverse  reports  (which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed)  on  the  petition  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Chas.  M.  Tbrnston,  an  officer  of 
th^  Revolution,  praying  commutation  pay;  and 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Williams,  a 
captain  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  praying  for 
commutation  pay;  and  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of 
Brighton  Payne,  an  officer  of  the  Revolution, 
praying  for  the  allowance  of  half  pay. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed)  on 
the  bill  frcm  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Sylvia  Un- 
derwood. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAGBY, 

Resolvedi  That  the  President  t)ereqaeated  to  communicate 
to  the  8enate,  at  the  commenceinent  of  the  next  senion  of  Cun* 
gresB,  a  eiateoient  t howing  the  anniial  amouat  of  the  appropria* 
tione  for  the  support  of  the  recaptured  Africans,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  such  appropriations  to  the  present  time;  also, 
the  annual  number  of  recaptnred  Africans  who  have  had  the 
l)en«ftt  of  such  appropriations;  also,  the  number  of  such  recap* 
tured  Africans  now  In  the  Liberia  colony;  also,  the  manner 
and  form,  and  by  what  agents,  and  at  what  expense,  the  money 
so  appropriated  has  l>een  applied  to  its  object,  and  how  account* 
ed  for;  also,  a  copy  of  the  accounts  showing  the  expenditure  of 
such  money  for  the  year  1812,  if  rendered  for  that  year;  and  if 
not,  then  for  the  last  year  for  which  such  accounts  may  hare 
lieen  rendered;  and  whether  there  is  reason  to  t>eIieTe  any  other 
than  recaptured  Africans  receive  any  beoefit  from  said  appro* 
priatlons. 

Several  advei'se  reports  of  standing  committee^', 
on  private  claims,  were  taken  up,  and  concurred 
in. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
BsNToir  on  yesterdafr,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to,  viz: 

Ee§olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re* 
quested,  if  compatible  with  his  sense  of  the  public  interest,  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  despatch  received 
from  Mr.  Everett,  dated  the  3d  of  PebraaiT  instant;  also,  a  copy 
of  the  despatch  of  Lord  Al>erdeen  oi  December,  1811,  to 
the  American  Secretary  of  State;  and  a  copy  of  the  answer, 
if  any,  wliich  was  given  by  the  American  Secretary  to  that  des* 
patch. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Evims  on  yes- 
terday, providing  that  on  and  after  Monday  next 
the  hoar  of^  meeting  shall  be  10  o^cIock,  and  that 
the  Senate  take  a  recess  on  each  day  from  3  to  5 
o'clock,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BAYARD  was  opposed  to  the  second  branch 
of  the  resolution,  providing  for  a  recess;  and  called 
for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  question  on  the  first  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  on  yeas  and  nays — yeas  29, 
nays  S. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolution,  providing  for  a  recess- 
Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  strike  out<*5,**  and  in- 
sert *«4". 

This  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  second  branch  of 
the  resoiation,  Messrs.  BAYARD  and  ARCHER 
opposed  it,  and  Messrs.  EVANS  and  BATES 
advocated  its  adoption.  Then,  the  question  being 
put,  the  second  branch  was  rejected,  on  a  count— 
ayes  13,  noes  14. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  on  the  subject  of 
the  military  defences  for  the  protection  «f  the  Arkan- 
sas frontier;  the  resolntionaof  the  Legislature  of  Indi- 


ana, in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  boun- 
ty land  to  the  militia  and  rangers  who  served  in  the 
last  war;  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  some  of  the  Missouri  militia;  and  of  the 
petition  of  Alvin  C.  Ooell,  praying  encouragement 
for  an  invention  for  the  manufacture  of  fire- 
rockets. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  a  petition  from  Martin 
Fenwick,  praying  confirmaticn  of  his  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Missouri;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  fine  impose^  on 
General  Jackson  by  Judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans, 
asserting  that  that  fine  was  unjustly  imposed;  and 
recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  for  its  uncon- 
ditional repayment,  ^kich  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,''of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  cnrreaey  of  , 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stri- 
king out  the  fourth  section,  which,  he  hoped,  would 
remove  the  objection  heretofore  urged  against  the 
bill  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mtssoari  [Mr. 
Benton.] 

'  Mr.  BsNTON  was  understood  to  acquiesce  in 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  if  it  was  amended  as  pro- 
posed; believing  that  it  might  be  safely  passed  in 
thait  form. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to;  and  there 
being  no  further  amendment  proposed,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  aiMl  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  bill  to  compute 
at  the  custom-boufce,  according  to  the  Federal  cui^ 
rency,  the  value  of  German  and  other  foreign 
coins,  was  then  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  ' 
whole.  The  bill  was  amended,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  EVANS.  It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and,  according  to  order,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAPPAN,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  bills  on  the  general  orders. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  making  of  permanent 
contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States 
mail  upon  railroads,  came  up  in  or4er,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole;  but,  without  being  considered, 
wa7,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  laid  on  the 
table.    Subsequently, 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  above  bill.  It  was  his 
desire  to  have  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  upon  it.  The  Senate,  however,  without  a 
division,  refused  to  consider  it. 

The  folio  iv ing  bills  from  the  House  were  then 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  reported 
to  the  Senate,  and  finally  pa5sed,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Core. 

An  act  for  the  rehef  of  Thomas  D.  Qilson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Hunt  and 
others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  G.  Ford. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Fabre. 

The  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  George 
Randall,  John  C.  Haskell,  and  Elisha  H.  Homes, 
was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
amendments  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Claims.  The  amendments  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  ^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOOOBRIDGE,  the  pre- 
vious orders  of  the  day  .were  postponed,  and  the 
Senate  took  op,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the 
bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
proposing  to  contract  for  publishing  the  continuation 
of  the  old  congressional  debates,  and  for  the  publi- 
cation of  the  future  congressional  debates. 

Mr.  W.  explained  the  great  importance,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  a  correct  history  of  Congress, 
of  having  the  printing  of  the  old  debates  completed, 
which  bad  been  heretofore  subscribed  for;  and 
especially  for  encouraging  the  reprinting  and  print- 
ing of  the  futaie  debates. 

Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  BERRIEN  made  some 
remaiks  as  to  the  proper  manner  of  entering  intg 
the  contract. 
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Mr.  WRIQHT  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill^ 
and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  tabl^. 

This  motion  was  tested  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  23. 

Mr.  SEViSR  expressed  a  wish,  if  Congress 
was  again  to  give  encouragement  to  the  publish- 
ing and  printing  of  those  debates,  that  fall  reports 
of  both  sides  of  the  question  would  be  published, 
and  not  be  tinctured  by  party  bias,  as  heretofore. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  (for  ihe  purpose 
of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  bank- 
rapt  bill,)  the  above  bill  was  postponed  till  Mon- 
day. 

Engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for 
the  final  adjustmei^t  of  private  land  claims  in  Mis- 
soofi,  approved  the  9ih  of  July,  1832,  and  the  act 
supplemental  thereto,  approved  the  2d  March,  1833, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

THE  BANKRUPT  ACT. 

The  nnfinisbed'business  of  yesterday  was  then 
resumed;  being  the  further  consideration,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  of  the  House  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Jadieiary  Committee;  the  pending 

?[aestion  being  on  Mr.  Wilkir's  amendment,  as 
bllows: 

'^Arid  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when  any  private  ineor- 

K rated  tmnkibf  company  ahail  fail,  upon  presentment  (o  said 
nk  of  an  J  or  its  notes,  checks,  or  bills,  to  pay  and  redeem 
the  same  in  specie,  said  failure  shall  l>e  regarded  as  an  act  of 
bankruptcy;  and  the  holder  of  said  note,  check,  or  bill,  so  ne^;- 
lected  to  l)e  paid  as  aforesaid,  may|  upon  affidavit  of  the  facts, 
•worn  to  by  said  individual  and  at  least  two  disinterested  wit* 
nasses,  proceed  against  said  company  as  bankrupts,  as  in  other 
cases  specified  in  this  act:  and  the  same  proceedings  sball  be 
iiad  as  in  other  cases;  except  that  no  certificate  of  discharge 
•hall  be  deemed  necessary  or  proper  to  be  given  to  any  stock- 
holder of  said  company,  except  in  cases  where  such  stockhold- 
•rs  may  be  personally  responsible  for  the  debts  of  such  com- 
pany; and,  in  such  case,  said  stockholders  shall  be  discharged, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  restrictions  as  in  the  other  cases  of 
final  dischaige  authorized  by  this  act." 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  thought  it  was  useless  to 
expend  much  time  on  this  subject  at  so  late  a  pe- 
riod of  the  session;  and  he  therefore  hoped  the  vote 
would  be  allowed  to  be  taken  on  each  amendment 
without  debate. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Sena- 
tor fVom  Mississippi. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  move  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  of  an  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  staled  his  objection 
not  only  to  the  existing  act,  but  to  any  amendment 
retaining  the  retrospective  provision  of  the  law;  be- 
cause he  considered  any  such  provision  an  ex  post 
facto  law,  which  the  Constitution  inhibits. 

Mr.  CHOATE  opposed  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  narrow  down  the  question  to  one  of  naked 
repeal.  Viewing  it  in  thitt  light,  he  proceeded,  at 
considerable  length,  to  add  to  the  reasons  urged 
yesterday  by  the  Senator  from  Qeorgia,  [Mr.  Bxa- 
RiBN,]  his  convictions  that  the  law,  as  proposed  to 
be  amended  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  should 
be  made  a  permanent  commercial  bankrupt  sys- 
tem. He  considered  the  good  the  law  had  already 
done,  a  pledge  of  the  greater  amount  of  good  yet  to 
be  expected  from  its  operation,  now  that  the  un- 
avoidable evils  accompanying  its  first  effects  had 
been  exhausted.  He  said  to  his  friends  that,  what- 
ever others  might  do,  it  was  not  for  them  to  repeal 
the  work  of  their  own  hands;  it  was  their  place  to 
wait,  and  let  their  impatient  successors  execute  the 
work  of  demolition.  If  the  existing  law  was  to  have 
no  other  effect  than  that  of  a  great  insolvent  law, 
oparating  solely  on  retrospect ve  cases,  he  ad- 
mitted it  would  be  an  unconstitutional  law.  And 
if  it  was  now  repealed,  before  it  had  time  to  operate 
prospectively,  it  would  be  obnoxious  to  the  impu- 
tation of  having  been  nothing,  in  fact,  but  an  un- 
eonstitnticnal  law.  Oa  th  s  ground,  therefore,  it 
was  obvious  that  a  repeal  now  would  be  an  en- 
dorsement by  Congress  of  the  allegations  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  party  in  power,  that  the  law  was  oncon- 
stitutional.  He  denounced  the  instability  of  legis- 
lation with  which  Congress  would  be  chargeable, 
by  the  fact  of  not  permitting  a  law,  struggled  for 
through  forty  years  of  solicitation,  to  remain  a  sin- 
gle year  upon  the  statute-book.  He  maintained 
that,  if  there  was  a  public  opinion  against  the  ex- 
isting law,  there  was  certainly  none  against  the  sub-  J 


stituie  now  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee; 
on  the  contrary,  be  insisted  the  modifications  of 
that  committee  fuUy  met  not  only  the  demands  of 
the  States  which  have  expressed  any  sentiments  on 
the  subject,  bat  the  general  wish  of  ihe  communi- 
ty. He  then  commented  upon  the  several  provis- 
ions of  the  sobstitute  proposed  by  ihe  Judiciary 
Committee,  justifying  them  as  just  policy,  and  per- 
fectly in  accordance  with  a  constitutional  power  of 
establishing  a  permanent  commercial  system  of 
bankruptcy. 

He  hoped  the  Senator  from  Misussippi  would 
modify  bis  amendment,  so  that  when  a  Slate  bank 
suspends  specie  payments,  a  commission  shall 
issue;  and  then,  if  it  fhall  be  found  to  be  insol- 
vent, it  shall  be  made  amenable  to  the  operations 
of  the  bankrupt  law.  If  the  Senator  so  modified 
his  amendment,  he  (Mr.  Choatk)  would  vote  for 
it.  But  whether  the  amendment  was  adopted  or 
not,  he  prayed  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  to 
unite  with  the  friends  of  the  substitute  proposed  by 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  decl|ired  he  had 
heard  nothing  from  the  Senator  which  could  in- 
duce him  to  change  his  opinion.  He  still  denied 
that  the  Constitution  delegated  to  Congress  |ny 
power  to  pass  retrospective  laws,  or  to  make  laws 
which  shall  take  away  the  property  of  one  citizen, 
to  vest  it  in  another.  He  contended  that  the 
powers  inferred  from  the  Constitution,  by  those 
who  bad  passed  the  present  law,  were  two-fold — 
technical  and  popular;  both  of  which  they  had 
turned  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  the  debtor,  and 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  creditor.  So  that  even 
in  the  popular  sense,  it  could  not  be  constitutional. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  explained  the  situation  m 
which  he  was  placed  by  the  instructions  of  his 
State.  He  pointed  out  the  course  he  had  hitherto 
uniformly  pursued  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  During  that  long 
period  he  pursued  that  course,  because  he  was 
firmly  persuaded  a  large  majority  of  his  constitu- 
ents were  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  law.  Biit  he 
now  was  equally  well  persuaded  that  the  great  mass 
of  his  constituents  had  entirely  changed  their  opin- 
ions, and  were  in  favor  of  a  direct  repeal  of  the 
law.  In  voting,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the 
wishes  of  his  constituents,  he  did  so  because  he 
felt  satisfied  of  this  change  of  opinion;  not  that  he 
subscribed  to  the  doctrine  that,  as  a  Senator,  he 
was  bound  to  obey  the  anthoritative  dictation  of 
his  Legislature.  He  felt  satisfied  that,  in  the  reso- 
lutions of  his  Legislature,  there  was  a  fall  expres- 
sion of  the  public  sentiment  of  the  State;  and 
what  he  therefore  admitted  was,  that  he  was  bound 
to  obey — not  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature, 
but  the  public  sentiment,  of  which  the  resolotion 
of  his  State  Legislature  was,  satisfactorily  to  his 
mind,  the  exponent.  He  also  believed  this  change 
of  public  opinion  was  general  throughout  the  coun- 
try; and  therefore  he  felt  perfectly  justifiable  in 
discharging  a  doty  which  the  wishes  of  his  State 
had  imposed  upon  him.  Under  these  circum* 
stances,  he  felt  bound  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
act. 

Mr.  WALKER  proposed  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  from  the  second  line  the 
wo^d  "private,"  and  also  the  word  "checks," 
and  sabstituting  the  word  "drafts.**  He  would  be 
disposed  to  make  some  further  modifications,  were 
it  not  that  he  feared  he  would  lose  more  votes  on  this 
side  for  his  amendment,  than  he  would  gain  on  the 
other. 

He  would  occupy  but  a  very  few  moments  in 
presenting  the  arguments  which  he  desired  to  offer  to 
the  Senate  in  favor  of  the  proposition  for  including 
banking  corporations  under  the  operation  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  They  were  now  (if  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  should  p.^'evail)  • 
about  to  make  a  commercial  bankrupt  law.  Were 
not  incorporated  banks  connected  with  the  com- 
merce of  the  country?  Were  not  incorporated 
bankers  (wihin  the  technical  language  of  the  law) 
traders?  Why  should  they  not,  then,  be  included 
within  the  operation  of  the  law,  as  well  as  any 
other  traders  or  bankers?  If  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  give  facilities  to  trade,  and  to  enable  the 
creditor  t^  arrest  the  banker  or  the  trader  in  his 
downward  coarse— to  stop  him  at  the  first  point  of 


bankruptcy— to  seize  upon  his  effects,  and  distribute 
them  equally  for  the  benefit  of  all  bis  creditors,-.- 
why  not  apply  the  law  to  incorporated  companies 
as  well  as  to  unincorporated?  He  had  heard  noth- 
ing that  even  amonntM  to  a  plausible  reason 
against  the  expediency  of  such  a  provision.  Hot 
they  had  been  told  that  it  was  unconstitutional. 
He  would  ask,  did  not  the  Constitution  confer  upon 
Congress  powers  as  broad,  full,  and  comprehensive 
upon  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  (a  term,  by  the 
way,  derived  from  banks  and  bankers,  and  origi- 
nally intended  to  apply  to  them,)  as  upon  any 
other.  If  such  were  not  the  ease,  how  was  it  that 
a  State  was  enabled  to  eiempt  individuals  b^ 
granting  them  charters  of  incorporation? 

If  individual  bankers  were  within  the  meaAing 
of  the  Constitution,  by  what  authority  was  it  that  a 
Slate  coo  Id  interpose,  and  expunge  that  clause  of 
the  Constitniiottyby  exempting  them  from  its  opera- 
tion? If  a  State  could  exempt  an  individual  bat  k- 
er,  through  the  operation  of  a  charter,  why  could  it 
not  extend  a  similar  exemption  to  all  casea^  and,  in 
fact,  set  aside  every  clause  ot  the  Constitution? 
The  troth  was,  that  the  power  to  lay  duties  upon 
imports  was  not  more  explicitly  conferred  upon 
Congress,  than  the  power  to  pass  a  general  bank- 
rupt law.  If  a  State  could  interpose,  through  the 
medio m  of  an  act  of  iocorporation,  and  render 
powerless  a  clause  of  the  Coni>titution  as  far  as  re- 
gards the  one,  it  could  unquestionably  do  so  aa  to 
the  other.  By  the  same  rule  which  would  exclade 
incorporated  banking  aompaniea,  incorporated  com- 
panies of  importing  merchants  would  be  excluded. 
And  so,  as  regarded  every  other  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  the  power  of  imposing  direct  intei- 
nal  taxes;  for  a  State  would  only  have  to  incorpo- 
rate a  certain  nomber  of  individoals,  and  by  the 
mere  act  of  incorporation  to  exempt  them  from  the 
taxing  power  of  Congress.  He  was  as  much  op- 
posed as  any  one  to  extending  the  interpretation  of 
the  Constitution;  but,  when  it  did  unqaestionatriy 
delegate  a  power,  be  denied  that  it  was  withm  the 
power  of  any  State,  by  an  act  of  incorporation,  or  by 
any  other  mode,  to  exempt  their  citizens  from  its 
operation. 

A  single  word  as  to  its  expediency.  Was  there 
any  part  of  the  country  which  professed  to  be  in 
favor  of  insolvent  banks,  or  of  an  inconvertible 
paper  currency?  Upon  this  point,  at  least,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  Democratic  and  the  Whig  parties.  The  latter 
professed  to  be  in  faror  of  specie-paying  hauls. 
And  would  they  not  be  willing  to  separate  the  spe- 
cie-paying from  the  non-specie-paying  banks-^the 
solvent  from  the  insolvent?  Would  they  not  ar- 
rest the  operation  of  a  bank  which  refused  to  dis- 
charge the  very  1  unctions  for  which  it  was  created, 
by  furnishing  a  convertible  paper  currency,  and 
commenced  deluging  the  country  with  a  deprecia- 
ted paper  currency?  If  the  Whig  party,  then,  de- 
sire to  terminate  the  disasters  which  had  swept  over 
the  country,  they  would  be  wiHing  to  make  this 
a  law  applicable  to  everybody,  and  operatina:  with 
uniformity  throughout  every  State  of  the  Union. 
He  desired  ta  say  much  more  upon  this  sobjeef; 
but  he  was  admonished  to  forbear,  from  the  fact 
that  only  five  legislative  days  remained  of  this  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  ALLEN  considered  the  law  condemned  by 
the  ondivided  voice  of  the  country.  The  House 
of  Representatives,  in  conformity  to  the  will  of 
the  people,  had  passed  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
act.  The  Judiciary  Committee,  in  reporting  back 
that  bill,  had  thought  proper  to  propose  a  subsii- 
tute,  when  there  were  yet  but  five  dajs  of  the  sea- 
sion  left  for  legislative  action.  An  amendment 
had  been  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
for  which  he  should  vote;  but  even  if  it  was  ap- 
pended to  the  amendment  of  the  Judiciary  Com* 
mittee,  he  should  vote  against  the  amendment  as 
amended;  because  he  considered  the  only  thing 
which  could  be  done,  with  propriety,  at  so  late  a 
period  of  the  session,  was  to  pass  the  repeal  bill  of 
the  House.  The  question  was,  then,  repeal  or  bo 
repeal.  As  for  tinkering  it  up  into  a  bankrupt  sys- 
tem, within  five  days  of  the  end  of  the  session, 
it  was  all  idle.  Therefore,  he  would  vote 
against  the  amendments  of  die  committee,  if  for  no 
other  rea^n,  because  any  amendmeot  of  the  {nil 
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of  the  Honse  would  have  tb^  effect  to  continoe 
that  odioQs  law  on  the  statute  book. 

llr.  COMRAD  asked  if  it  was  eompeteat  to  of- 
fer an  amendment  to  the  amendment  now  pend- 
ing. 

The  CHAIR  intimated  that  it  was  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  having  been  called  for  on 
Mr.  WiLUR*8  amendment,  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KINO  asked  that  the  amendment,  as  modi- 
fied, night  be  read. 

It  was  aeeogrdittgly  read. 

Mr.  KING  then  said  that  he  was  favorable  to 
tbe  amendment  reaching  to  private  incorporations; 
bat,asnow  modified,  a  "collision  with  the  States 
ovDiog  banks,  or  having  stock  in  them,  wonld  'be 
inevitable.  He  hoped,  thcreforp,  the  Senator 
woold  restore  the  werd  ^'private;*'  or  he  or  hia 
eoUeagne  should  be  obliged  to  move  that  a  mend- 
Bent. 

Mr.  WALKBR,  to  remove  th^  objection,  agreed 
to  modify  hia  amendment,  by  adding,  after  the 
vord  **company,*'  tbe  words  <*of  which  k  State  is 
not  proprietor.**. 

Mr.  CONRA]>  suggested  that  a  farther  modifi- 
atioa  was  neeeaaary — ^''excepting  cases  in  which 
a  State  shall  be  interested,  or  for  the  obligations  of 
which  a  State  shall  be  lesponsible.** 

Mr.  WALKER  objected  to  any  fnriher  modifl- 
ation. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr. 
WiLina's  amendment;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
negaiive— yeas  18,  nays  24,  as  follows : 

TEAS— Menrg.  Alleni  Bagby.  BatM  Benton,  BaehanaD, 
Chnue,  Crafts,  Evaoa,  King,  Linn.  McRotterta,  Btuigeon. 
Tkllmadge,  Tappaq,  walkar,  Wiltiama^  Woodbury,  ano 
Wright— 18. 

NATS— MflHis.  Archer,  Barrow,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Con- 
rad, Criueoden,  Catbbert,  Dayioo,  Fulton,  Oraham,  Hender- 
ion,  Hnntington.  Kerr,  McDuffie,  Mangum,  Merrick.  Miller. 
Phttlpa,  Rlrca,  Seyler,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spbtgue,  White,  ana 
W110QX--M. 

When  Mr.  GDTHBBRT'S  name  was  called,  he 
mid  he  waold  vote  ''no"— simply  declaring  his 
determinatioo  not  to  vote  for  any  bankrupt  law 
vhaiever. 

The  qaeatioB  now  being  on  the  amendments  of 
tlie  Jndieiary  Committee, 

Mr.  CONRAD  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
*'mmmon  law,'*  as  there  were  some  States  which 
kid  no  eommon-law  system. 
*  This  proposition  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  •  an  amendment, 
giving  tbe  district  coart  of  the  District  of  Co- 
Isnbia  the  jurisdiction  of  bankrupt  esses  in 
the  District.  He  would  content  himself  with 
nymg  that  he  should  vote  against  the  Judiciary 
Committee^  amendment,  because  no  proper  sys- 
tern  can  be  arranged  this  session.  Tiie  law 
BOW  on  the  statute-book  was  unconstitutional; 
ind,  therefore,  he  would  not  sauction  its  being  kept 
tlire  in  any  shape  or  form.  It  was  nothing  under 
Qod  Almighty^  heaven  but  a  pure  and  simple 
compilation  of  insolvent  debtors*  acts  from  the 
reign  of  Qeoi^e  the  First  to  the  present  day,  for 
the  abolition  of  debts  without  the  consent  or  au- 
thority of  creditors.  And  no  one  act  ever  yet  in- 
vented, in  itself  amounted  to  such  a  wholesale  re- 
pudiation of  debts  as  this  law.  He  would  pay  no 
more  attention  to  a  discharge  under  any  sueh  act, 
than  he  would  to  a  bit  of  waste  paper.  Mr.  B. 
further  stated  his  objections,  not  only  to  the  exist- 
ing law,  but  to  the  immature  attempt  to  remodel  it; 
eoatending  that,  being  unconstitutional,  the  first 
thing  proper  to  do  was  to  repeal  it. 

Mr.  BBR&IBK  asked  if  the  Senator  did  not  now 
depart  from  tbe  grounds  which  he  (Mr.  Bbrrikn) 
and  the  Senator  [Mr.  Bbmtoii]  insisted  upon  in 
18841 

Mr.  BBNTON  said  he  did,  because  be  was  then 
wrong.  He  had  seen  abundant  reasons  for  chan- 
ging the  opinions  he  entertained  at  that  period. 

Mr.  BBRRIEN  remarked  that  his  opinions  had 
oodeigone  no  change. 

Mr.  TALLMADQB  had  been  in  hopes  that  the 
ameadments  proposed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
would  be  sufficient  to  remove  the  objectiens  of  the 
floiaior  from  Missouri.  He  was  now  sorry  to  find 
that  the  removal  of  the  objections  to  a  bankrupt 
kw  on  the  other  side,  though  met  in  the  spirit  of 
coBQBSsion  by  the  committee,  should  now  prove 
unavailing  in  mitigation  of  the  hostility  waged 


8gain>t  the  baokropi  law.  In  spite  of  eveiy  con- 
cession, it  now  appeared  that  nothing  short  of  a  to- 
tal repeal  would  sativfy  the  other  side.  Mr.  T.,  at 
some  length,  argued  that  no  commercial  country 
could  do  without  a  permanent  system  of  bankrup- 
cy.  He  argued  the  original  sevtreign  power  of 
the  individaal  States  to  enact  bankrupt  laws;  and 
that,  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  that  pow- 
er was  delegated  to  theOeneral  Government.  The 
Government,  be  contended,  had  now  tbe  power  as 
fully  as  it  was  ever  owned  ly  (he  separate  States, 
or  by  Great  Briuin,  with  this  only  condition— that 
it  shall  be  a  system  uniform  in  its  operation 
throughout  the  States.  He  also  maintained  that 
Congress  had  the  right,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
obliterate  the  obligation  of  contracts;  and  that  a 
proposition  was  actually  made  in  the  convention, 
on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  to  restrain  the 
Federal  Government  from  exercising  the  power  to 
pass  a  retroactive  law,  and  to  violate  the  obliga- 
tions of  existing  contracts;  but  that  that  proposition 
was  voted  down,  there  being  but  one  vote  in  favor 
of  the  proposition.  The  retroaction  of  the  present 
bankrupt  law  was  fully  discussed  before  it  was 
passed;  but  tbe  law  has  bad  all  its  operation  on 
past  contracts,  and  can  now  apply  only  to  prospect- 
ive cases^  He  undertook  to  say  that  public  opin- 
ion (and  particularly  in  his  own  State)  was  now 
more  strongly  in  its  favor  than  it  had  ever  been  be- 
fore the  passage  of  the  law.  What  would  render 
it  more  mortifying  to  him  than  anything  else  was, 
that  it  should  be  repealed  by  the  very  Coneress 
which  enacted  it.  He  would  sooner  cut  off  his 
right  hand,  than  set  his  name  to  this  repeal. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  he  did  not 
propose  to  enter,  at  this  late  hour,  into  a  debate  on 
the  inexpediency  or  unconstitutionality  of  the  pres- 
ent bankrupt  law.  But  some  reference  having 
been  made  to  the  votes  of  Senators  in  1838  on  a 
former  bill,  he  would  therefore  take  this  occasion 
to  say  that  he  then  voted  as  he  should  now  vote 
in  substance,  because  he  then,  as  now,  believed, 
and  then  argued,  that  a  law  like  this  was  not  in 
conformity  with  the  Constitution,  or  with  sound 

Sublic  policy.  The  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
'iLLMADGB,]  who  has  just  takcu  his  seat,  contends 
that  the  States,  after  the  Revolution,  possessed  all 
the  power  on  this  subject  which  England  possessed 
before.  Granted.  But  that  Senator  seems  to 
overlook  that,  though  the  States  possessed  and  then 
conferred  on  the  General  Government  the  power 
they  possessed  over  bankruptcy,  they  did  not  con- 
fer any  over  mere  insolvencies.  Before  the  Revo- 
lution, bankruptcies  in  England  were  matters  as 
distinct  from  mere  insolvencies,  as  arson  was  from 
larceny,  or  murder  from  piracy. 

The  objects  operated  on  by  bankrupt  laws  were 
merchants  and  bankers;  thoee  by  mere  insol- 
vencies were  farmers,  and  other  classes  not  com- 
mercial. 

The  character  of  the  remedies  in  ease  of  bank- 
ruptcy was  compulsory,  and  to  be  used  by  credit- 
ors; while,  in  that  of  insolvencies,  it  was  volnn** 
tary,  and  to  be  used  by  debtors. 

Hence,  though  the  States,  when  they  became 
sovereign  and  independent,  could  legislate  for 
both,  and  separately  or  together;  yet  they  confided 
to  Congress  merely  the  authority  to  legislate  for 
bankruptcies,  as  these  alone  were  connected  with 
that  business  of  commerce,  the  chief  care  over 
which  had  been  intrusted  to  the  General  Gh>vem- 
meet, 

Mr.  W.  would'  keep  his  promise,  and  not  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  constitutional  question, 
further  than  to  add*— that  if  England  had,  since 
1789,  given  by  law  a  broader  meaning  to  tbe 
word  ^enJfcncpf,  or  bad  since  mixed  up  other  classes 
than  the  mercantile  in  its  operations,  that  cir- 
cumstance did  not  change  the  meaning  of  the 
word  benfcrtq^lfy,  as  then  used  in  our  Constitution. 
Nor  did  it  impose  on  our  people  and  States  the  duty 
te  alter  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  enlarge  the 
meaning  of  that  word.  Nor  did  it  justify  us  in 
holding  its  meaning  to  be  dianged  with  us,  with- 
out a  change  being  made  first  in  the  Constitution 
itself,  by  the  proper  authorities. 

To  consume  no  further  time,  he  would  conclude, 
by  merely  reading  to  the  Senate  the  resolution 
of  instructio&  by  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 


to  himself  and  his  colleague  on  this  topic,  and  tbe 
reasons  assigned  for  it.  They  were  in  Docament 
No.  63,  on  our  files  at  this  session: 

"iZe«o/ved,  That  the  bankrupt  bill,  In  the  form  in  which  the 
late  act  paaeed,  waa,  in  our  opinion,  l>oth'  unoonatittttional  and 
inexpedient,  and  ought  therefore  u>  be  aunolied: 

"Because  such  a  bankrupt  ajstem  aa  ie  authorized  in  tbe 
Constitution  is  one  made  for  tbe  benefit  of  credUors,  and  penal 
on  defaulting  debtora— no  other  haWng  then  been  known  or 
ueed :  because  moat  of  the  pro^isiona  of  this  bill  are  dedgned 
for  the  benefit  of  debtors,  and  are  an  insolvent  ajstem  for  their 
relief,  rather  than  to  aid  creditors :  because  the  act  is  penal 
against  merchants,  while  it  is  ▼oluotary  only  as  it  regarde  aH 
other  persons;  #oa  such  legialation,  however  mercifuiand  lit), 
eral  in  itself,  can  never  come  within  tbe  power  above  named  •§ 
conferred  on  the  Ctenexal  Government,  but  ttelongs  and  is  re^ 
served  to  the  Suies,  respectively :  tMcause,  friendly  as  we  an 
to  l^ooeet  debtors  and  honest  creditors,  we  cannot  countenance 
the  General  Government  in  ezercisiog  control  over  them,  which 
has  never  been  granted  to  it:  and  liecause  we  believe  that  the 
States  not  only  possess  all  power  over  cases  of  mere  ioaol  vency. 
butcanezerclseit  wiser,  80  as  to  suit  better  the  wants  and 
condition  of  the  population  of  each  State,  respectively: 
iMcause,  to  allow  the  General  Government,  aa  in  tnis  liank* 
rapt  bill,  to  interfere  with  eases  not  included  in  any  bankrupt 
system  known  when  the  Constitution  waa  adopted,  tending  lo 
bring  the  trial  of  all  contracts,  and  the  Jurisdiction  of  all  debt' 
on  in  the  Union  connected  with  insolvency,  into  the  whirlpool 
of  the  Federal  courts,  is  an  alarming  encroachment  on  fitaie 
rights;  because  such  an  act,  coupled  with  alike  usurping  pow- 
er used,  at  tbe  last  session,  to  transfer  from  the  States  the  trial 
of  all  burnings  and  murders  like  those  of  McLeod,  to  the  same 
Federal  courts,  and  to  dicuie  to  tbe  State  sovereignties,  or  order  * 
them  to  make  single  districts,  under  peril  of  disfranchiaement, 
tends  mostrapidly  to  prostrate  all  State  independence,  as  well 
as  to  build  up  a  frightful,  naonopolisins,  oversnadowing  despot- 
ism  at  the  centre,  which  neither  our /aMers  contemplatM  nor  wa 
should  tolerate:  because  this  bill  disregards  the  sanciily  of  all  ex* 
istiog  contracta  and  the  vested  rights  of  creditors,  and,  at  one 
sweep,  both  strips  the  States  of  authority  al  wa^  heretofore  ezar- 
ciaed  in  inaolvent  cases,  even  under  the  old  twnkrapt  law  of  1801, 
and  robs  the  whole  class  of  creditors,  female  as  well  as  male, 
orphans  and  minors  as  well  as  adults,  of  rights  and  privilegea 
deemed  till  now  inviolate,  and  secured  by  all  the  sacredneas  of 
private  contracta  and  the  strongest  force  of  State  legisiatloo: 
and  because  the  remnants  of  property  owned  bv  Iwnkrupts 
are,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  mostly  squandered  in  ex- 
penses, through  the  great  distances,  feea,  and  costs  In  the  Fed- 
eral conrta,  paying  little  or  nothinc  in  most  cases  to  creditors* 
while  scarcely  any  debtors  are  relieved,  who,  if  honest,  could 
not,  without  the  act,  compromise  with  thoae  they  owe;  and,  if  ' 
dishonest,  do  not  merit  so  easy  and  sudden  an  escape  from  thair 
solenm  obligatioiM. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  if  these  were  from  the 
Granite  State.  ' 

Mr.  WOODBURY  replied  yes. 

Mr.  BENTON.    They  are  true  granite. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  Judiciary 
Committee^s  amendments  as  amended,  and  result* 
ed  in  the  negative-r-yeas  16,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Choate,  Claytdo, 
CiaOs,  Dayton,  Evans,  (Henderson,  Kerr,  Miller,  Fhelpsi 
Porter,  lallraadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 16. 

NAYS— Measia.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Graham,  Huntinaion, 
Kinc,  Linn,  McDuOie,  McRoberts,  Mangum,  Morebead,  Rivea, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague, 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  WiUiama,  Woodbury, 
Wrigh^andYoung-ao.  .  ^^  ' 

The 'question  then  eoming  up  on  the  repeal  bill 
of  the  Honse — 

MV.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  proTi80» 
which  is  in  the  following  words: 

Providsdi  That  this  aa  shall  not  aflea  any  ease  or  pnv 
ceeding  in  bankruptcy  commenced  before  the  pasasge  of  this 
act.  or  any  pains,  penelties,  or  forfeitures  Incurred  under  the 
said  act;  but  every  such  proceeding  may  be  continued  to  its 
final  consummation,  in  like  manner  aa  if  this  aa  had  not  been 
passed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  wonld  not  question  the  decision 
of  tbe  Senate  on  the  Judiciary  Committee's  amend- 
ment}  but  he  did  hope  the  provifo  in  the  House 
bill  would  not  be  stricken  out.  To  all  the  class  of 
cases  protected  by  this  proviso,  its  excision  would 
be  the  most  manifest  injustice. 

Mr.  BENTON  proposed  the  same  proviso  as  a 
substiiute,  which  he  had  oflTered  upon  a  former  oc* 
casion  upon  the  Senate^  bill,  making  the  pending 
esses  subject  to  constitutional  restrictions,  ant^  re- 
quiring the  consent  of  a  majority  in  value  and 
number  of  the  creditors  necessary  for  the  discharge 
of  the  bankrupts.  Qn  moving  this  amendment,  he 
urged  the  same  arguments  in  its  favor  which  he 
had  used  o^  tbe  former  occasion  alluded  to. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  be  had  not  intended  to 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  single  word  on  the  bank- 
rupt bill,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session;  but  as 
he  had  determined  to  vote  against  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bb»« 
TON,]  and  would  differ  from  some  of  his  most  val- 
ued political  friends  on  this  question,  he  felt  it  to 
be  a  duty  which  he  owed  both  to  them  and  himself 
to  mske  a  very  few  observations  on  the  subject* 
Should  the  amendment   prevail,  and  the  proviao 
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be  Stricken  from  the  bill,  it  would  deprive  all  ifaose 
bankrnpts  of  the  benefit  of  the  law  whose  eases 
were  now  pending,  and  who  had  not  yet  obtained 
their  certificates  of  discharge. 

He  shook!  be  extremely  sorry  if  his  conslita- 
tional  opinions  Woald  deprive  him  of  the  power 
of  TotiDg  in  favor  of  this  proviso.  In  what  coodi- 
tion  would  both  the  bankrnpts  whose  cases  were 
now  pending,  and  their  creditors,  be  left,  in  case 
it  should  not  be  retained) 

The  first  class  of  desperate  insolvents  or  bank- 
rnpts, who  stood  ready  and  eager  to  take  the  ben- 
fit  of  the  law  immediately  after  its  passage,  had 
already  passed  throagh  the  mill,  and  had  been  dis- 
charged frooi  their  debts.  There  were  many  in- 
dividaais  who  had  been  crushed  to  the  earth,  and 
whose  circumstances  had  been  rendered  desperate, 
by  the  discharge  of  their  debtors  and  the  con- 
sequent loss  of  debts  honestly  due  to  them,  under 
this  unjust  and  impolitic  law.  It  was  such  indi- 
yiduals  who  would  chiefly  sufftr,  should  the 
amendment  be  adopted.  They  bad  strufn^ie^  with 
misfortune  as  long  as  they  Could;  and  hitd  finally, 
at  the  last  hour,  applied  for  the  benefits  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  The  proceedings  in  their  cases 
were  now  in  different  stages  of  their  progress;  and 
be  should  consider  it  unequal,  unfeeling,  and  un- 
just to  deprire  the  courts  of  the  power  of  bringing 
them  to  a  conclusion.  It  would  be  an  extreme 
case,  indeed,  which  could  justify  Congress  in  de- 
claring, after  an  individual  had  put  himself  to  the 
trouble  and  the  expense  of  instituting  any  pro- 
ceedings under  the  faith  of  their  own  laws,  that  he 
should  be,  arrested  midway;  and  that,  too,  when  be 
could  not  by  possibility  be  restored  to  his  former 
condition. 

But  again:  There  waa  one  State  of  the  Union 
(be  referred  to  the  State  of  Missouri)  where  the 
district  judge  had  decided  the  bankrupt  law  to  be 
nnconstitutional,  and  bad  refused  to  discharge  any 
of  the  applicants  for  the  benefit  of  its  provisions. 
Strike  out  this  proviso;  and  then,  whilst  debtors  in 
all  the  other  States  had  been  discharged  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  no  debtor  in  Missouri  had 
ever  enjoyed,  or  could  enjoy,  its  benefits. 

Again:  He  asked  what  would  become  of  the 
property  of  bankrupts  now  in  the  hands  of  their 
aisigneeSf  or  under  the  custody  of  the  law.  This 
would  present  a  scene  of  confusion  worse  con- 
founded.  Strike  out  the  proviso,  and  no  disuibu- 
tion  of  it  could  take  place  among  their  creditors; 
because  the  law  under  whose  provisions  it  would 
have  been  made,  bad  ceased  to  exist  This  would 
lead  to  great  injustice  and  endless  litigatio^. 

In  view  of  ibe^e  circumstances,  if  be  even  en- 
tertained serious  doubts  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  he  would  sufiTer  these  doubts  to 
operate  in  favor  of  retaining  the  proviso,  and  would 
leave  it  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide  the  consti- 
tutional question  in  the  la^t  resort.  Nothing  hot 
a  clear  conviction  that  the  law  was  a  violation  of 
the  Con^itution,  could  induce  him  to  sanction  all 
these  evils. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  the  only  Senator  of  his  party 
who  bad  made  a  speech  against  the  final  passage 
of  the  present  bankrupt  law;  and  if  he  were  dis- 
posed to  glorify  himself  for  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
he  might  refer  to  that  speech,  and  it  would  be 
found  that  in  every  particular,  with  but  one  exce p- 
tioB,  his  predictions  had  been  verified.  Much,  how- 
ever, as  he  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  law, 
he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  unconstitutional.  This 
woald  appear  from  a  few  sentences  of  that  speech, 
delivered  on  the  24th  July,  1841,  which  he  would 
read  to  the  Senate. 

**Mr.  B.  said,  ai  he  had  referred  to  the  speech  which  he  had 
made  in  ihe  House  of  Representaiires  on  this  subject,  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  he  Telt  bound  to  aclcnowleJg(\  that,  upon  one 
point,  he  had  fallen  into  a  then  prevail) ng  error.  Of  this  he 
had  been  fully  conrinced  hr  the  debate  in  the  Senate  at  the  last 
Mssion.  in  1822,  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress  was  confined  to  traders,  or  that  cIsm  of  per. 
pons  which  were  embraced  by  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England, 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  This, 
he  DOW  believed,  was  too  narrow  a  construction.  Tlie  Consti. 
tution  declared  that  'Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  banlrruptcies  throughout  the 
United  States.'  The  subject  of  bankruptcies  was  thus  placed 
geaarmlly  under  our  control;  and  wherever  bankruptcy  ezist> 
ed — no  roaster  what  might  have  been  the  pnnuiiB  of  the  bank- 
rupt, whether  he  had  been  a  trader  or  not- -our  power  extended 
over  him.  It  also,  In  his  opinion,  embraced  artificial  as  well  as 
patoial  persona.    Was  it  not  absurd  to  aay  that  an  iodividiwl 


manufacturer  on  one  side  of  the  street,  at  I^well,  might  be  sub* 
jected  to  the  compulsory  operation  oia  bankrupt  law,  whilst 
two  or  three  individual  manufacturers  on  the  other  side  of  the 
same  street,  who  had  obtained  a  charter  of  incorporation  from 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  could  thus  withdraw  them* 
selves,  \n  their  corporate  capacitv,  from  the  power  conferred 
upon  Congress  over  bankruptcies" 

So  that  he  had  recanted,  and  that  in  good  time, 
what  he  believed  to  have  b^en  his  error  when  he 
first  entered  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
and  his  friend  from  iSdissouri  [Mr.  Bemton]  were, 
in  this  respect,  placed  in  a  similar  predicament. 
They  had  bt  th  changed  their  old  opinions;  and  he 
regretted  that  they  were  still  ofi  opposi'e  sides. 

He  considered  that  it  would  be  a  very  narrow 
construction  indeed,  to  confine  our  power  over  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies,  which  had  been  conferred 
in  the  broadest  and  most  general  terms,  to  the  pass- 
age of  just  such  a  bankrupt  law  as  existed  in  Eng- 
land at  the  date  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  All 
the  lights  of  experience,  and  all  the  improvements 
in  the  science  of  legislation,  mast  then  be  di^re- 
gardf  d;  and  while  the  world  was  in  a  state  of  con- 
stant progression,  we  must  make  a  dead  stand  at 
the  point  where  we  found  the  English  bankrupt 
law  half  a  century  ago.  Surely  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  never  intended  any  such  absurdity. 
For  his  own  part,  he  firmly  believed  that  no  bank- 
rupt law,  based  upon  the  English  model,  could  ever 
exist  for  any  length  of  time  in  this  country.  It 
would  always  destroy  itself,  after  a  brief  experi- 
ence. Such  a  law  was  not  applicable  to  a  country 
of  the  vast  extent  of  our  own,  where  the  Federal 
judicial  tribunals  were  at  such  remote  distances 
from  each  other,  and  when  it  was  acknowledged 
that  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power  of  confer- 
ring jurisdiction  in  cases  of  bankruptcy  on  the 
State  courts.  If  they  were  ever  to  have  a  perma- 
nent and  beneficial  bankrupt  system,  they  must 
look  to  other  models  than  the  English.  Fortunate- 
ly, under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  each 
State  now  possenes  the  unquestionable  power  of 
passing  bankrupt  laws  which  will  relieve  its  own 
citizens  from  the  obligation  of  debts  contracted  with 
other  citizens  of  the  same  State  subsequent  to  the 
passage  of  such  laws.  Nay,  more:  a  discbarge 
under  a  State  bankrupt  law  is  valid  even  against 
the  citizens  of  other  States,  er  foreigners,  who  may 
accept  a  dividend  of  the  debtor's  efifects;  and  this 
will  always  be  accepted  in  cases  where  any  con- 
siderable dividend  exists.  Several  of  the  Slates 
now  have  such  bankrupt  laws.  But  enough,  and 
more  than  enough,  of  this. 

The  present  law  was  said  to  be  unconstitutional, 
because  it  was  an  insolvent,  and  not  a  bankrupt 
law;  and  that  it  applied  not  only  to  traders,  but  to 
all  other  persons.  But  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  draw  any  line  of  distinction  between  insol- 
vency and  bankruptcy.  Both  signified  th^  inabil- 
ity of  a  debtor  to  pay  his  debts.  This  was  the 
meaning  of  both  terms,  in  the  abstract.  There 
was  this  difiTerence  between  a  bankrupt  law  and  an 
insolvent  law— that,  whilst  thtf  latter  discharged  the 
person  of  the  debtor  only,  the  former  discharged 
both  the  debtor  and  the  debt.  Bankruptcy  was  a 
general  term:  and  even  in  England,  although  nom- 
inally noae  but  traders  were  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  bankrupt  laws;  yet,  in  reality,  these  lawf 
had  been  extended,  long  before  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constituiicn,  to  many,  very  many  persons, 
who  could  nrt,  with  any  propriety,  be  denominated 
traders.  Difi'erent  acts  of  Parliament,  and  the  most 
liberal  judicial  construction  of  the  term  ^'iraders,^* 
had  extended  their  provisions  to  almost  every  class 
of  the  community.  He  might  cite  numerous  in- 
stances te  prove  this  assertion,  if  time  would  pei^- 
mir,  and  if  ibey  were  not  familiar  to  every  Senator. 
The  policy  of  England  had  always  been  to  extend 
still  fur'her  and  foither  the  operation  of  their  bank- 
rupt laws  to  new  classes  of  individuals.  Whilst, 
therefore,  he  would  be  utterly  opposed  to  the  pass* 
age  of  any  such  bankrupt  law  for  this  country,  he 
could  not  regard  such  a  law  as  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  merely  because  its  benf  fits  or  its  inju- 
ries were  not  confined  to  persons  trho  might  techni- 
cally and  appropriately  be  called  traders,  llie 
power  conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
was  not  limited  to  any  class  of  persons,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  subject  of  bankruptcies;  and 
wherever  bankruptcy  existed — whether  among  mer- 


chants, or  farmers,  or  tradesmen— Congress  nurtt 
subject  ihem  to  the  operation  ef  a.bankropt  \tw. 

But  it  bad  also  been  contended  that  this  law  wai 
unconstitutional,  because  it  embraced  cases  of  toI* 
untary  bankruptcy.  Now,  it  was  perfectly  well 
known  to  every  person  acquainted  with  the  bistorr 
and  operation  of  the  English  bankrupt  law,  tbt 
voluntary  bankruptcy  bad  existed  in  that  eoantrr 
in  fact,  though  not  in  form,  for  more  tbao  a  oea. 
tury  before  the  act  of  6th  George  lY;  and  this  act 
did  no  more  than  to  recognise  a  practice  which  bU 
long  prevailed.  Insolvent  debtors  in  Eogla&d  be* 
fore  the  passage  of  this  act,  were  in  the  eoiutaiit 
practice  of  concerting  with  some  one  of  ibeir  civt!- 
itors  to  commit  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  who  vu 
thereupon  to  sue  out  a  commission  of  baskraptey. 
It  was  very  true  that,  if  this  concert  were  estaN 
lished,  the  commission  would  be  avoided.  Bat  ia 
the  nature  of  things,  it  was  almost  impoFsible  to 
prove  the  fact; 'and,  at  last,  the  statute  of  George 
IV  expressly  legalized  such  a  proceeding,  a 
debtor  might  now  make  a  declaration  of  bis  imol- 
vency  in  the  prescribed  femi,  and  this  was  an  act  of 
bankruptcy;  and  it  was  expressly  enacted  *'tbat  tbt 
bankrupt,  and  any  creditor,  or  other  persoD,  con* 
derting  such  declaration,  shall  not  invalidate  tbe 
commission  '*  Here,  then,  was  volontary  baak- 
ruptcy,  to  the  same  extent  which  it  now  existid 
vnder  our  present  law.  The  difference  betweea 
them  was  in  form,  not  in  fact.  In  both  casee,  the 
bankruptcy  was  equally  voluntary;  aad  ia  both, 
the  debtor  chose  his  own  time  to  make  his  applica- 
tion. He  could  not,  then,  say  that  onr  lav  vis 
unconstitutional,  because  it  recognised  voltutary 
bankrupt^. 

Neither  could  he  agree  with  the  Senator  ftm, 
Missouri,  that  the  law  was  nnconstitatioaal  be- 
cause it  did  not  provide  that,  in  order  to  procare 
his  discharge,  tbe  bankrupc  must  obtain  tbe  coa* 
sent  of  a  majority  ot  his  creditors  in  number  aad 
value.  He  agreed  entirely  with  him,  that  it  woald 
be  unwise  and  inexpedient  to  pass  a  bankrupt  lav 
without  such  a  provision;  but  that  it  would  be  aa- 
constituUonal,  was  altogether  a  different  qoestien. 
A  bankrupt  law  was  a  law  to  discharge  an  iaiol- 
vent  debtor  from  his  debts,  on  the  coaditioa  that  he 
fairly  and  honestly  surrendered  all  bis  property  for 
the  benefit  of  his  ci editors.  The  mode  and  the 
manner  of  this  discharge  most  necessarily  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  Congress.  These  mast  neceasa* 
rily  vary,  according  to  the  varying  opioioasof  the 
Legislature.  In  England,  formerly,  four-fifths  in 
number  and  value  of  the  creditors  must  have  coa* 
sented.  It  was  now  rediioed  to  three-fifths;  aad  the 
prevailing  opinion,  even  there,  now  seemed  to  be, 
that  it  would  promote  the  interest,  both  of  the 
debtor  and  the  creditor,  not  to  require  the  assent  of 
any  portion  of  the  creditors  to  the  debtor^  dis- 
charge. Under  our  old  bankrupt  law  of  1800, 
two  thirds  in  number  and  value  of  the  creditois 
were  required  to  consent.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri would  now  be  satisfied  with  a  majority.  This 
was  a  mere  incidental  question,  in  passing  any 
bankrupt  law,  which  did  not  enter  into  its  essence. 
And  he  could  not  say  that  such  a  law  woald  not  be 
a  bankrupt  law  under  the  Constitution;  althovghit 
might  not  require  the  consent  of  any  portion  of  the 
bankrupi'ji  creditors  to  obtain  the  debtor's  dis- 
charge. 

Whilst  every  feeling  of  his  heart  was  ia  favor  of 
relieving  those  nnfortnnate  debtors  whose  propertr 
bad  already  been  removed  from  their  own  control, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  assignees,  and  who  bad 
incurred  the  trouble  and  expense  of  commencing 
proceedifigR,  he  was  truly  rejoiced  that  no  constim* 
tional  barrier  interposed  to  prevent  him  from  per- 
forming an  act  of  humanity  and  justice. 

He  would  suggest  another  consideration:  he,  in 
common  with  his  political  friends,  was  anxions 
that  this  law  should  be  repealed  before  tbe  close  of 
the  present  session;  that  It  should  no  longer  be  a 
blot  upon  our  statute  book;  that  it  should  no  looger 
produce  ihe  injustice,  iniqoiiy,  and  fraud  whidi 
had  startled  the  minds  of  a  vast  majority  of  ihs 
American  people,  and  caused  them  to  demand  itsie* 
peal.  If  ihe  proviso  from  the  present  bill  were  stricfc* 
en  out,  and  it  were  sent  back  to  the  Hoose  thin 
amended,  the  probability  was  that  it  wouU  be  loit 
altogether,  and  that  the  law  would  neither  ^ 
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amended  nor  repealed.  Was  it  nol  Wiser,  then,  for 
Senators  to  make  the  trifling  coDoession  of  suffer* 
JDg  those  who  bad  already  applied  for  il8  bene- 
to  to  obtain  their  discharge,  than'  to  leave  the  law 
ift  fall  force  for  another  yeail 

Mr.  BAQBY,  believing  the  existing  law  nncon- 
ftitotional,  ^ould  vote  against  any  continttance  of 
the  law  whatever/    * 

Mr.  BERRIEN  asked  if  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
Boori  confined  his  motion  in  the  first  instiRnce  sim- 
ply to  striking  out  the  proviso;  or  did  it  inclade  the 
proposition  to  substitute  bis  provisoes, 

Mr.  BENTON  said  his  object  was  to  offer  his 
amendments  as  a  substitute;  but  he  was  indifferent 
bow  tlie  voca  was  taken. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  hoped  the  naked  question 
would  be  ukf  n  on  striking  out  the  proviso. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  predicament  which 
would  rebult  from  striking  oat  the  proviso. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Contiecticat  remarked  that, 
believing  the  law  to  be  unconstitutional,  he  should 
vote  against  its  continuance  in  any  form. 

The. question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BEN- 
TON'S amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negativet 
80  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  did  not  pre- 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  as  an  additional  section,  granting  f  I  on 
etteb  case  pending,  aa  remuneration  to  the  judges 
who  will  have  to  sit  upon  the  cases  now  pending^ 
and  which  will  be  continued  till  final  discharge  nn* 
der  this  bill.    This  be  considered  but  just. 

The  amendment  was,  however,  rejected. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  submitted  an  amendment,  al- 
lowing the  greater  part  in  value  of  creditors  to 
choose  assignees  iu  pending  case?.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
was  ealled  upon  to  submit  this  amendment,  in  ac- 
eordance  with  a  desire  of  the  mercantile  interest  of 
Baltimore.  He  considered  such  an  amendment 
but  just  and  proper  to  the  immense  interest  in- 
volved. 

The  amendment,  as  suggested,  was  read;  and  the 
question  coming  up-— 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  cheerfully  vote 
for  the  proposition,  if  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
woQld  bring  it  up  as  a  separate  bill;  but  he  could 
not  vote  to  append  it  to  this  bill,  because  he  be- 
lieved it  would  have  the  effect  to  prevent  the  repeal 
of  (he  law.  It  would  have  to  go  to  tke  other 
Hoose  if  amended,  and  could  not  be  reached. 

Ifr.  BERRIEN  persisted  in  the  amendment,  be- 
lieving that,  if  adopted,  it  could  not  have  the  effect 
apprehended  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  COK^D  said  he  had  received  a  commu- 
nication, making  an  appeal  to  him  of  the  same 
character.  He,  therefore,  wished  to  record  his 
vote  in  its  favor,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  with  cheerfulness 
vote  for  the  amendment  but,  believing  tha^  the  ef- 
fect would  be,  if  adopted,  to  continue  the  present 
law  in  operation,  he  would  vote  against  it.  If 
adopted,  the  bill  would  haqe  to  returu  to  the  other 
House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
amendment,  and  resulted  in  the  negative — ^yeas  14, 
■ays  35. 

Mr.  CONRAD  offered  another  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "be  and  is  hereby,"  and  insert 
after    the  words  **forty.otte,**  the   words   '^hall, 
from  and  after  the  4tn  day  of  April  next,  be  f\B- 
pealed."     He  did  not  propose  this  amendment 
^ith  a  view  of  retarding  the  inevitable  fate  of  the 
^iU,  nor  in  hopes  that  it  weald  succeed.    His  ob- 
ject was  to  fulfil  his  duty  in  complying  with  the 
<lesire  of  his  oonstituentf ,    As  this  amendment  was 
^asidered  of  great  importance  to  his  section  of 
coantry,  he  should  feel  obliged  to  place  his  name 
^  record  in  its  favor*    He  was  deprived,  4>y  an 
arrangement  he  had  made  with  an  absent  Senator, 
(by  pairing  off  with  Mr.  SiiraiOMs,)  ef  voting  against 
tii«  repeal  of  the  law.    He  hoped ^  however,  the 
■ddiiional  thirty  days  required  by  his  constituents 
^Qold  be  considered  not  an  unreasonable  request. 
^i.  C.  then  proceeded  to  point  out  the  justice  of 
'^u  extension  of  the  proviso,  and  dwelt  with  con- 
sklerable  eaergy  on  Uie  instability  of  legislation 
^liich  the  repeal  of  the  law  by  the  same  Congress 
^luQh4u4  eiii9l#4  it  most  neoMsaiily  inrdlve.  *  On 


this  amendment  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  tak«n  on  Mr.  Conbad^s 
amendment  by  yeas  and  nays,  resnlled  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 13,  nays  32. 

The  bill  waii  thea  reported  back  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  renewed  his  amendment 
to  allow  f  1  on  each  case  pending,  to  the  clerks  of 
the  courts;  and  on  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  again  rejected.*yeas  14, 
nays  34. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  now  moved  to  postpone  the 
bill  to  the  1st  Monday  in  December  next;  and,  on 
this  motion,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  14,  nays  34. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time;  and, 

Oo  the  question  *'Shall  ibis  bill  pass?*' 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  najs 
which  were  ordered^ 

The  bill  was  then  passed  in  the  form  in  which 
it  came  from  the  Honse,  without  any  amendment; 
yeas  32,  na>s  13,  as  follows: 

YEAfl— MeflBtfl.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagbj,  Bayard,  BochanaR, 
Calhoun,  Crafta,  CriUanden,  Cuihbert,  Day  ion,  Fulton,  Gra- 
ham, Huntington,  King,  Linn,  McDuffie,  McRoberta,  Manguio, 
Merrick,  Morehead,  Plielps,  Rives,  Bevier,  Sprague,  Sturgeon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  WllUamai  Woodbury,  Wright,  and 
Younir--32. 

NAYS— Heenv.  Barrow,  Batea,  Berrien,  Choate,  Clayton, 
Brans,  Kerr.  Miller,  Poner,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge, 
White,  and  Woodbridge-13.  .  -^  6«i 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department — laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

Mr.  Morehead,  from  the  committee  on  Re« 
trenchment,  to  which  was  referred  the  biil  from 
the  House,  (No.  548,)  reported  the  same  back,  with 
numerous  amendments— one  relienng  all  officers 
of  the  Government,  who  receive  f  1,300,  and  be- 
low, from  the  operations  of  the  bill;  and  reducing 
all  above  that  sum  12|  per  cent.;  another  striking  on: 
so  much  of  it  as  reduced  the  pay  and  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress,  and  substituting  a  provision 
reducing  their  mileage  and  pay  12i  per  cent. 

The  bill  was  accompanied  by  a  special  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATdRDAV,  February  35,  1843. 

Mr.  A.  MARSHALL  presented  the  petition  of 
V.  S.  ROSE,  and  thirty-eight  others,  citizens  of 
Islesboro',  Maine,  asking  an  increase  of  duties  on 
lumber  and  wood. 

Mr.  PLUMER  presented  petitions,  numerously 
sigiied  by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  prohibitmg  the  transportation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  jnail  and  opening  of  post  offices  on  the 
Sabbath, 

CHEROKEES. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  the  reconsider- 
ation of  a  vote  by  which,  some  few  days  ago,  the 
House  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  a 
joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  such  suuis  of  money  as  bad  been 
awarded  by  the  commissioners  to  claimants  undfcr 
the  17th  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  FILLMORE, 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  Mr.  QWIN,  and  others, 
the  motion  of  rcconsideratien  was  agreed  to,  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  then  submitted  a  substi- 
tute for  the  resolution,  appended  to  which  was  a 
proviso,  limiting  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  |200,000.  ^ 

After  the  disposal  of  various  motions  to  lay  on 
the  table,  ^kc,  the  amendment  was  adopted — the 
sum  of  |300,000  having  been  fir»t  reduced  to 
#100,000,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE. 
The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed; 
and  the  question  recurred  on  the  passage,  which, 
under  the  operatioif  of  the  previous  question,  was 
agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  80  to  79. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  fesolution; 
on  which 'he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  OWIN  rose,  and  inquired  whether  it  was 
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in  order  for  him  .to  give  his  views  upon  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  motioft 
for  reconsideration  be  laid  on  the  tables 

After  some  conversation,  and  no  little  noise, 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  withdrew  the  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  RIGQS  renewed  it. 

Mr.  TURNEY  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  on  the  table. 

Mr.  QWIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay^ 
which  were  ordered :  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  rejeoted--yeas  66,  nays  107, 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  for  reeon* 
bideratioa, 

Mr.  OWIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which* 
having  been  ordered,  resulted  Iap— yeas  96,  naya 
86. 

So  the  motion  of  reconsideration  was  carried. 

Mr.  WATTERSON  submitted  an  amendment, 
which  was  agreed  to,  but  the  purport  of  whiph 
could  not  'be  obtained. 

The  question  again  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said  that  he  was  de« 
sirous  of  saying  a  word  or  two  upon  this  subject, 
though  he  regretted  to  interfere,  on  account  of 
those  interested  in  the  claims.  A  very  large  fund 
bad  been  placed  in  the  treasury  for  the  use  of  the 
Cherokeesr,  to  be  expended  by  the  Government  fo^ 
their  benefit.  He  was  fearful  that  a  very  large 
portion  of  this  fund  had  been  already  misapplied, 
and  that  the  Govern  men  t  would  be  called  upon  to 
repay  it.  He  understood  the  whole  amount  of 
money  so  misapplied  exceeded 'lialf  a  million  of 
dollars.  There  was  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
amounting  to  about  f300,000.  Under  the  treaty 
with  the  Cherokees,  a  board  of  commissioners  was 
now  sitting  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  adjudi- 
cating claiips  under  some  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty.  The  object  of  this  resolution  was  to  direct 
the  issuance  of'^  certificates  by  the  board  of  com* 
missioners  upon  the  awards  made  by  the  board, 
and  their  paynient  at  the  treasury,  without  a  r^ 
view  by  the  accounting  officers. 

To  the  adoption  of  this  course  there  was,  to  hit 
mind,  very  great  objections— objections  insur- 
mountable. The  fund  was  a  trust  fond,  and,  if 
misapplied  by  us,  we  should  of  course  have  to 
repay.  We  have  directed  its  application  by  for- 
mer appropriations.  Suppose  the  adjudications 
should  exceed  the  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury, 
then  the  claimants  must  be  paid  pro  rtitaf  then  the 
^  payment  to  those  now  having  their  claims  settled 
to  the  full  amount  would  be  erroneous,  and  ve 
should  have  to  repay  any  sum  so  misapplied. 

Besides,  the  duty  of  executing  the  treaty  has  now 
been  devolved  on  the  Executive  Department.  We 
have  done  our  duty;  we  have  made  the  appropria* 
tion;  the  board  of  commissioners  is  now  sitting: 
and  it  is  the  province  of  the  Executive  to  pay  all 
those  claims  within  the  provisions  of  the  tfeaty. 
Why  should  the  House  undertake  to  prescribe 
the  kind  of  evidence  which  the  President  should 
require,  in  paying  out  this  fund?  In  all  other  cases, 
after  the  adjudications  by  die  Iward,  they  are  sub* 
mitied  to  the  President;  le-examined  by  the  ae« 
counting  officer?;  and,  if  within  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty,  are  paid.  We  had,  the  other  day,  a 
case  of  this  kind.  Under  the  Florida  treaty,  the 
courts  of  the  Floridas^had  been  directed  to  adjudi* 
Cate  claims.  They  did  adjudicate;  and  when  their 
adjudications  were  examined  at  the  treasury,  Mr. 
Crawford  refused  payment  of  a  very  large  sum^ 
because  they  were  not  within  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty;  and  the  other  day  we  were  called  on  to 
pay  the  adjudieations.  The  House  refused,  by  a 
very  large  majority — only  twenty  or  thirty  voting 
for  it.  • 

If  the  present  board  should  decide  favorably 
upon  claims  not  within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
and  over  which  the  board  had  no  jarisdiction,  that 
would  be  sncb  a  misapplication  of  the  funds  as 
would  subject  us  to  its  repayment.  He  contended 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  President,  before  pay« 
mebt  was  made,  to  see  that  the  adjudications  were 
within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 

But  sgtin:  Suppose  there  was  any  fraud  or  eor^ 
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raption  in  the  oommifaoners,  (and  he  made  the 
supposition  without  the  slightest  disrespect  to  the 
present  board  of  commissioners^)  and  the  com- 
missioners shoald  issne  a  million  of  certificates: — 
were  they  to  be  paid  at  the  treasury,  without  any 
examination  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treas- 
ury, or  other  officers  of  the  Qovernmenti  This 
course  was  unusual — so  far  as  he  knew,  unprece- 
dented. He  could  not  feel  himself  j  astified  in  thus 
opening  the  doors  of  the  treasury  to  certificates 
issued  by  any  board  of  commissioners.  He  regret- 
te4  very  much  the  condition  of  the  claimants,  and 
wished  diat  they  had,  or  could,  get  their  money;  but 
he  could  not  consent  lo  set  aside  all  the  safeguards 
of  the  treasury,  as  regulated  by  law.  All  the  guards 
provided  for  the  protection  of  the  treasury  often 
proved  insufficient;  and  this  House  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere, or  set  them  aside,  without  great  delibera* 
tion;  and,  he  hoped,  would  not  do  so  in  the  present 
case. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  JAS. 
COOPER  and  Mr.  OWIN. 

Mr.  JOS.  L.  WILLIAMS  then  obtained  the 
floor,  and  went  into  an  explanation  and  defence  of 
the  objects  of  the  resolution,  and  replied  to  the 
varions  objections  urged  against  its  parage.  He 
concluded  by  moving  the  previous  question. 

Various  gentlemen  desired  to  explain;  but  the 
.  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  carried. 

Mr.  EVfiRETT  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  this  motion; 
'  and,  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  87,  nays  94,  as 
follows: 


YEAS— MowB.  Arrington,  Atbertoo,  Balicocic,  Baker.  Bar- 
nard, Beaaoo,  Blrdseja,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Chariea 
Brown,  Burke,  Bumell,  William  Bailer,  Calhoun,  Casey, 
Bialey  N.  Clarke,  Clinton,  Coles,  Cowen,  Cravene,  Daniel, 
Garrett  Davie,  Richard  D.  Davie,  Deberry,  Doan,  Dojg, 
Egbert,  Everett,  Feeaenden,  Fillmore,  John  G.  Floyd,  Chariea 
A.  Floyd,  Gilmer,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gwin,  Hall, 
Halflted,  Haya,  Houck,  Ilouston,  Uubard,  Hunter,  Hunt, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Joiiee,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Linn,  Little- 
field,  Lowell,  McKay,  McKcon,  Bfallpry,  Alfred  Marshall, 
Bamson  Mason,  Mathews,  liattocks,  Blaxwell,  Maynard,  Me* 
dill,  Mitchell,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Payne,  Proflit,  Ramsey, 
Benjamin  Randall,  Alez.  Randall,  Randolph,  Reding,  Rencher, 
Rlggs,  Bewell,  Shaw,  Shields,  William  Smith,  Snyder, 
Stanly,  Sleenrod,  Siratton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter, 
Triplett,  Winihrop,  Wise,  and  Torke— 87. 

NAYS— Mewrs.  Allen,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Sherlock  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Barton,  Bidlack,  Blair,  Botts,  Briggs, 
Bronson,  A.  V.  Brown,  Milton  Brown.  Jeremiah  Brown,  P.  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J. 
CampbeU,  Carutbers,  Childs,  Chittenden,  James  Cooper, 
Bfnrk  A.  Cooper,  Crawford,  Cross,  Cusbing,  Dawson,  Dean, 
John  C.  Edwards,  Ferris,  Fomance,  Gamble,  Gates,  Gentry, 
Gerry,  Giddingi,  Graham,  Green,  Gustine,  Harris,  Hastings, 
Henry,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Charles  J.  logersoll,  Joseph  R.  In- 
geraoll,  Irvin,  James,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lewis^  Abraham  Mc 
Cleiian,  Robert  McOlellan,  McKennan,  Blarchand,  Maihiot, 
Meriwether,  Miller,  Moore,  Morris,  Newhard,  Oliver,  Par* 
menter.  Partridge,  Pendleton,  Plumer,  Pope,  Powell,  Rey- 
nolds, Ridgway,  Roosevelt,  William  Ruasall,  James  M. 
Russell,  Sanford,  Slade,  Btokely,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast, 
Tomlinaon,  Trumbull,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Van  Buren, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Ward,  Washington,  Watterson, 
Waller,  Westbrook,  E.  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wood,  A. 
Young,  and  John  Young— 94. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the  res- 
olution, 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  called  for  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tio;i  ordered. 

Mr.  GWIN  having  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  main  question,  they  were  accordingly  or- 
dered; and,  being  taken,  resulted  in  yeas  88,  nays 
84. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  rose  to  a  correction  of 
the  journal.  His  motion  embraced  three  proposi- 
tions: First,  to  correct  the  count  taken  on  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill  to  suspend  the  operations  of  the 
second  section  of  the  apportionment  bill,  which 
was  reported  by  the  Clerk  to  be  yeas  90,  nays  91, 
instead  of  yeas  91,  nays  91 — w^ieh  was  the  true 
obnnu  The  Clerk,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  satisfied  now 
that  his  report  of  the  vole  on  the  final  passage  of  that 
bill  was  incorrect.  His  second  proposition  was, 
to  add  the  vote  of  Mr.  Amdrkws  of  Kentucky, 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  whose  vote  was 
not  recorded.  The  third  proposition  was,  to  allow 
Mr.  Mooan,  who  voted  in  the  negative  under  a 
misapprehension,  to  correct  his  vote.  Mr.  Am- 
payws  having  voted  against  the  reconsideration. 
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he  went  to  him  and  asked  him  how  it  was  he  bad 
given  such  a  vote,  when  he  had  previously  ex- 
pressed bis  intention  to  vote  for  the  bill.  Mr.  An*' 
DBKws  then  informed  him  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
bill  on  every  question  that  was  taken  until  the 
last;  and  he  had  then  voted  against  the  reconsider 
ation,  in  con&equence  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise.] 

Mr;  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  said  that,  in  rela 
tion  to  his  vote,  he  had  no  disiinet  recollection  on 
the  subject.  He  bad  referred  to  gentlemen  around 
him  for  their  recollections  on  the  subject,  and  they 
had  informed  him  that  he  did  not  vote  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  hill;  that  he  rose  and  addressed  the 
Speaker,  in  order  to  have  his  name  called;  but,  not 
being  answered,  he  had  sat  down,  remarking  that 
he  did  not  care  much  about  it.  Under  tbM  cir- 
cumstances, he  was-  unwilling  to  ask  to  have  his 
name  recorded.  He  voted  against  the  reconsidera- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  several  gentlemen— and, 
among  the  rest,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia — bad 
taunted  them  with  having  passed  a  law  that  was  a 
nullity. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBBLL  said  that,  in  justice 
to  himself,  he  wished  to  ask  tbe  gentleman  one 
question.  When  be  went  to  him  to  ask  him  why 
be  voted  against  tbe  reconsideration,  when  he  had 
promised  to  vote  for  the  bill,  did  he  not  state  that 
he  had  voted  for  it  on  every  question  that  occur- 
red previous  to  that  votel  He  asked  this  question, 
in  order  to  pot  himself  rii^ht. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  said  be  would, 
with  pleasure,  put  the  gentleman  right.  When 
tbe  gentleman  came  to  bim,  be  did  state  to  him 
that  he  bad  been  with  him  on  every  question  till 
the  vote  on  tbe  reconsideration. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  that  the  Clerk  would  cor- 
rect tbe  count  of  the  vote  that  was  taken,  making 
it  91  to  91.  The  bill,  therefore,  was  rejected.  In 
relation  to  the  vote  of  Mr.  ANoaaws  of  Kentucky, 
the  Speaker  could  not  direct  it  to  be  recorded,  un- 
less the  gentleman  himself  desired  it. 

LAND  TAXES. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  called  up  his  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  laying  on  the  table  tbe  bill  to  au- 
thorise the  Legislature  of  Illinois  to  tax  the  landa 
sold  by  the  United  States  within  the  limits  of  that 
State.  Mr.  R.  requested  to  have  tbe  law  on  the 
subject  read. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  could  not  be  done 
but  by  general  consent;  and  tbe  question  was  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  not 

Mr.  CASEY  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration on  the  table;  which  motion  was  cap- 
ried. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  hoped  tbe  House 
would,  by  general  consent,  take  up  the  bill  to  di- 
vide the  United  States  ioto  two  military  districts. 
Objections  were  made.  He  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  hoped  the  motion  would 
be  waived,  to  allow  reports  to  be  made  from  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  did  not  withdraw  hia 
motion,  but  asked  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  permission  to  report  the  navy 
appropriation  bill,  with  the  Senate's  amendments 
thereto;  which  were  ordet|^  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  again  appealed  to  the 
House  to  allow  reports  to  be  received  from  com- 
mittees, as  the  opportunities  to  make  them  would 
be  very  few  before  tbe  termination  of  tbe  session. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  an  appeal  in  favor 
of  the  business  of  the  Diilrict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  moved  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
self into  Committee  of  the  Whole  bn  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  MALLORY  obtained  permission  to  present 
some  papers,  which  were  understood  to  relate  to 
the  exploring  expedition. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Baioos]  to  go 
into  Committee  of  ihe  Whole;  and  Mr.  Fsmnifiiii 
took  the  chair. 


THE  CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPRO. 
PRIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideraiioa  of  ths 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  aaddiplo. 
matic  expenses  of  the  Government  fortbeluetl 
year  ending  the  30ih  day  of  Jane,  1844;  tnd  pro- 
ceeded through  all  the  items,  without  objection,  aih 
til  the  Clerk  arrived  at  those  under  the  hetd  of 
♦•Judiciary." 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGER80LL  moved  to  reduce  the 
item  appropriating  f473,000  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  supreme,  circBit,  and  district  eouti 
of  the  United  States,  4c.,  &c.,  by  a  dedactioa  of 
1100,000. 

He  advocated  his  amendment,  to  curb  the  ex- 
travagance which  had  sprung  up  in  that  brud  of 
tbe  public  expenditures;  and  observed  that,  nneelw 
was  in  Congress,  some  years  ago,  tbe  expenses  va. 
der  this  head  had  risen  from  ^0,000  to  upwards  of 
|400,000  per  annum.  He  pointed  out  variou 
modes  by  which  retrenchment  might  be  effected— 

Sarticnlarly  the  opening  of  ^he  courts  en  eertiia 
ays,  and  on  those  days  transacting  the  baiiDesR  of 
tbe  courts;  instead  of  opening  them  every  day  in 
the  year,  and  closing  them  again,  without  tbe  dis«  : 
charge  of  any  duties.  The  latter  course  would  ef- 
fect the  saving  of  a  large  aunount  now  paid  to  of- 
ficers, jurors,  witnesses,  dkc.,  for  attendance  oa 
those  days  when  the  courts  were  opened  pvfirw 
only. 

He  alluded  to  the  rejection  of  this  item  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  its  introduction  a{l(^ 
wards  in  a  bill  appropriatiDg  a  sum  for  the  Wjan- 
dot  Indians — by  whicn  means  it  passed,  in  the  eoer 
fusion  attendant  on  the  close  of  a  session,  without 
the  knowledge  of  jnany  members  on  that  floor, 
wbe  would  have  opposed  the  appiopriation  if  thqr 
had  been  aware  that  it  was  reintroduced  in  that  an* 
uswal  shape.  He  was  hinself  one  of  those  who 
were  unconscious  of  the  passage  of  that  iiem  of 
appropriation;  and  hie  first,  information  of  that 
fact  was  derived  from  the  newspaper  repocti  of 
their  proceedings,  on  the  following  day. 

He  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the 
committee  would  reduce  this  item  of  appropriatioe, 
as  they  did  at  the  last  session. 

Messrs.  FILLMORE,   ADAMS,   TILLINQ- 
HAST,  and  BARN  ARD^  having  made  sose  oIh 
servations  on  the  amendment- 
Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York  said  the  eoa- 
mittee  would  recollect  that,  in  the  month  of  Match 
last,  the  chairman  of  the  Conunittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  by  a  series  of  resolntions,  called  upoa  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  examiaatioB 
into  the  expenses  of  the  jndieiary,  which  had  of 
late  grown  up  to  an  enormous  amount.   That  ex- 
amination was  made  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasa- 
ry,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secrelaiy  of  the 
Treasury;  and  his  report  was  sent  here  on  the  d3d 
December  last,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary  for  examination,  and  to  report  to  the 
House  in  reference  to  those  expenses.   The  cbai^ 
man  of  tbe  Judiciary  Committee,  however,  had  ta* 
ken  no  action  on  that  subject.    The  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommended  a  fa64>ill 
for  the  officers  of  the  district  and  circuit  conns  of 
the  United  States;  and  yet  this  House  had  had  no 
bill,  nor  even  a  report,  firom  the  Judiciary  Commit* 
tee,  oa  that  subject.  Now,  if  there  was  any  braoeh 
of  this  Government  in  which  cprrupiion  existed,  it 
wasln  the  judiciary,  so  far  as  the  officers  of  the 
courts  were  concerned.    It  would  be  recoUeeted 
that,  in  the  month  of  March,  a  year  ago,  he  intro- 
duced a  resolution  calling  for  returns  of  fee8,pa^ 
ticularly  in  relation  to  the  southern  district  of  New 
York;  but  that  resolution  remained  unanswered  to 
this  day,  and  not  a  particle  of  information  had 
come  in,  in  response  to  it.    It  was  true  that  a  T^ 
port  on  one  branch  of  this  subject  had  been  made 
to  this  House;  but  he  was  told  that  a   portion  of 
that  report  had  been  abstracted  either  from  tbe  of- 
fice of  the  Clerk  of  this  Hoose,'Or  from  the  office  of 
Messrs.  Gales  db  Seaton,  their  printers;  it  was  that 
part  of  tbe  report  which  contained  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 
fees  of  the  officers  of  the  different  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  amount  of  (heir  receipts  sod 
emoluments.    That  document  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  early  in  Febmaryi  bat  li  bad  not  been 
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printed  to  this  day.  Now,  such  were  his  views  on 
this  sabject^  that  if  any  gentieman  would  move  to 
rcdQce  the  item  |300,000,  he  would  vote  for  it, 
antil  they  coald  have  some  action  on  the  EObjeet, 
by  which  they  should  be  enabled  to  acl  intelligibly. 
He  saw  no  reason  why  clerks  should  receive 
f5,000,  #10,000,  or  |15^G00,  for  mechanical  ser- 
vices, when  the  jodgte  received  ooly  f  3,500. 

Mr.  BARNARD  explained. 

Mes8r8.TlLUNQHASTandSALT0NSTALL 
tddressed  the  committee  in   extenuation  of   the 
charges  made  against  the  officers  charged  with  th#- 
jndiciaJ  expenditures. 

Mr.  GORDON  spoke  In  favor  of  the  reduction. 
He  contended  that,  unless  the  appropriation  was 
redaced  |100,000,  as  proposed,  there  would  not  be 
any  alteration  in  the  exorbitant  prices  now  charged 
in  .the  fee-bills.  True,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury had  reported  a  pten  for  reducing  the' expen- 
ditures  of  the  courts  generally;  but  it  must  be 
manifest  that  there  was  not  time  to  take  it  up,  and 
set  on  it  this  session;  and  therefore  to  refute  to  re- 
duce, would  be  equivalent  to  giving  the  go-by  to 
the  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  InosasoLL^ 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to.    . 

Mr.  MALLORT  said  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Coast  Survey  to  offer  the 
following  amendment: 

And  b0  it  further  enactedy  That  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
ihoiMBod  dollara  be  appropriated,  eut  ot  any  money  in  the 
trauory  not  otiMrwfae  appropriated,  for  contlnalng  the  surrey 
of  ibe  ooaat  of  the  United  Btatee:  Provided^  That  thie,  and  ell 
other  appropriatlont  bereelter  to  tie  made  for  tbie  work,  ehall, 
anul  otherwiae  provided  by  law,  be  expended  in  accordance 
with  a  plan  of  reorsanizine  the  mode  of  executing  the  survey, 
to  be  eubmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  a  t>oara 
of  oOicen  which  shall  be  organized  by  him,  to  consist  of  the 
present  superintendent,  tiis  two  principal  asaistants,  and  the 
two  oaval  oAicers  now  to  charge  of  the  hrdrographical  parties, 
and  foux  from  umog  the  principal  officers  of^  the  corps  of 
topographical  eomeers;  none  of  whom  atiail  receive  any  addi- 
tional compensauon  whatever  for  this  service,  and  who  shall 
Mt  aa  aoon  as  orxaoixed.  And  the  President  of  the  United  States 
diall  adopt  ana  catry  into  effect  the  plan  of  said  board,  aa 
igreed  upon  by  a  majority  of  its  n^embers;  and  the  plan  of 
•aid  board  shall  oauae  to  be  employed  as  many  officers  of  the 
army  aad  navy  of  the  United  Btatee  as  will  be  compatible  with 


the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work;  the  officers  of  the  navy 
toyea 

TO' 
officer  of  the  army  or  navy  shall  hereafter  receive  any  extra 


to  "be  employ 
tke  ann 


on  the  hydroeraphical  parts,  and  the  offlcera  of 
on  the  topograptucal  parts  of  the  work.    And  no 


pay,  oat  o(  this  or  any  future  appropriations,  for  surveys. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  it  woald  be  perceived  by 
the  House  ihat  ihis  amendment  proposed  a  total 
reorganization  of  ibe  work;  and  if  it  should  be 
carried  out  in  the  spirit  of  that  amendment,  it 
would  correct  many  of  the  abuses  which  some  i  f 
them  believed  to  exist,  and  would  effect  a  saving 
of  some  |20,000  or  f  30,000,  by  dispensing  with 
Ibe  set  vices  of  numerous  civil  officers,  believed 
sot  to  be  necessary,  and  substiiuting  for  them 
officers  of  the  topographical  xorps  and  officers  of 
ihe  navy.  The  committee  bad  left  the  plan  of 
the  survey  to  be  decided  on  by  a  board  of  officers, 
and  submitted  to  the  President  for  his  approval,  as 
they  had  not  been  able  to  agree  among  themselves 
on  any  detailed  plan.  He  had,  to  be  sure,  his 
ovn  views  as  to  how  the  work  should  be  carried 
OD;  but  as  they  did  not  meet  the  concurrence  of  a 
aujority  of  the  committee,  he  could  not  bring, them 
before  the  House  in  the  form  of  a  report.  As  he 
had  spoken  at  large  on  the  subject,  some  days 
since,  lie  fislt  no  disposition  to  trespass  on  the  time 
of  the  committee,  but  would  leave  the  amendment 
in  their  hands,  trusting  that  it  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  striking  out  |100yOOO,  and  inseriiog , 
MO.OOO;  together  with  a  proviso,,  that  the  super- ' 
.intendence  of  the  coast  survey  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  Navy  Department,  and  that  the  surveys  shall 
be  carried  on  by  officers  of  the  navy  and  of  the 
Corps  of  topographical  engineers. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  that,  in  offering  this  amend- 
^nt  as  a  substitute  for  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Mallort,]  he  must  in  a  few  words 
express  his  opposition  to  the  latter.  That  amend- 
tnent  did  not  look  to  tlic  practical  reform  which  (he 
House  expected  when  this  subject  was  last  under 
discussion.  He  believed,  that  there  was  a  decided 
disposition  manifested  in  the  House  to  get  clear  of 
the  present  head  of  the  survey;  yet  the  amendment 
Of  the  gentleman  brought  him  forward  as  the  most 
I^TOBiineat  member  of  it.  He  thought  the  House 
^^lidcdy  when  the  mbjeetwas  ap  before,  that  the 


survey  should  be  carried  on  by  the  officers  of  the 
General  Qovernment;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  carried 
on  in  that  way  now.  He  did  not  wish  to  pay  some 
hundred  thousand  dollars  as  extra  pay  for  officers 
taken  from  private  life,  when  there  were  so  many 
in  the  navy  and  army  perfectly  competent  to  per- 
form this  service*  This  work  had  cost  nearly  a 
million  of  dollars  by  the  employment  of  Mr.  Hass- 
ler  and  his  civil  assistants  alone,  without  taking 
into  consideration  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  navy 
and  army  who  were  engaged  in  it.  He  believed 
that  Mr.  Hassler  had  retarded  the  work  for  years, 
and,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  man,  he  could  safely 
say  that  he  was  physically  and  mentally  incapa- 
ble of  carrying  it  on  properly — incapable  both  by 
temper  and  by  age.  He  was  like  a  hen  with 
chickens  around  her,  who  would  suffer  no  one  to 
meddle  with  them.  He  had^seen  enough  of  that 
department  to  be  convinced  that  things  were  carried 
on  in  the  most  ridicnlous  manner  in  it.  For  in- 
stance, Mr.  Hassler  had  a  workshop  here  in  Wash- 
ington to  repair  his  instruments;  and  when  he  was 
asked  what  he  would  do  if  any  of  his  instruments 
got  out  of  order  while  he  was  in  New  York  or  New 
Jersey  surveying,  answered  that  he  would  send 
them  on  to  Washington.  If  any  gentleman  would 
read  the  letter  addressed  by  the  superintendent  to 
Mr.  Aycrigg,  he  would  hardly  (Mr.  B.  thought) 
pronounce  dim  a  sane  man. 

The  following  extract  would  show  the  whole 
character  of  the  mind  and  temper  of  the  man: 

*1  have  only  to  regret:  that  you,  in  the  situation  of  a  member 
of  the  eeject  committee  of  investigation  upon  the  coast  suivey, 
(though  your  application  is  not  made  in  thai  capacity,  or  with 
that  authoiizatioo,)  have  sufTered  yourself  to  be  misled  py  such 
reports,  which  may  oblige  me  to  make  your  and  this  letter  pub- 
lic, which  I  think  you  might  have  a  considerable  interest  lo 
keep  between  us,  bv  fairly  and  deddedly  turn  Iriendiy  to  the 
work,  as  you  stated  et  first,  but  which  you  have  so  rovch  at* 
tacked,  and  to  let  me  alone;  who  certainly  have  done  nothing 
that  could  in  any  way  in  the  world  be  taken  ill  in  me,  neither 
in  the  work,  nor  against  you,  unless  you  should  think:  that  I 
have  no  right  of  self-defence,  which  belongs,  by  natural  right 
to  all,  even  the  dumb  creation,  and  1  therefore  shall  not  give  up, 
having  so  plenty  means  for  it  on  hand.  Within  two  dayty  I 
hope  to  get  your  decision  upon  /Aae  pointy  because  I  am  not 
sure  of  the  use  you  mean  to  make  of  the  information,  which  I 
herewith  give  to  von,  in  the  fullest  candor,  I  am  decidedly 
obliged  to  act,  and  so  to  set,  that  neither  this  country  nor  Eu- 
rope can  remain  in  doubt  upon  the  subject  of  vour  questions; 
you  cannot  but  see,  that  the  subject  vou  attack,  (namely,  the 
accuracy  of  the  base  line,)  belongs  to  the  scientific  world,  which 
is  not  limited  by  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  even  as  set- 
tled by  the  last  treaty:  that  mathematics  furnishes  means  to 
ascertain  truth,  which  even  politics  cannot,  (for  even  the  de- 
cision of  large  assemblies  by  pluriUity  of  vota,  has  been  cal- 
culated by  matheroaticiana—see  ^'Condouet"  Probabiliie'  dee 
decisions  par  la  pluralite  dee  voiz.) 

Besides,  pleaee  to  observe,  that  every  stroke  yon  may  think  to 
do  at  the  coast  survey,  by  raising  doubis  upon  its  aecaracy, 
and  levUing  it,  may  ht  also  a  stroke  at  some  vessel,  bearing, 
perhaps,  a  mend  or  relation  of  yours,  whose  groans  will  cry 
vengeance  upon  you,  for  having  prevented,  or  discredited,  the 
execttiioi)  of  an  accurate  survey  of  the  cooat,  upon  which  you 
may  be  long  in  search  of  his  corpse. 

With  best  wishes,  your  obedient  serrant, 

P.  R.  HASSLER. 

The  Government  would  find  it  more  useful  to 
employ  Mr.  Haasler  in  calculating,  mathemati- 
cally,  the  rotes  of  Congress,  than  to  conduct  the 
survey.  His  friends  say  he  knows  more  of  mathe- 
matics than  any  man  living;  and  he,  in  the  above 
extract,  hints  that  he  can  so  calculate  **the  decision 
of  large  assemblies."  This  would  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage, as  it  was  now  found  very  difficult  to  get 
the  votes  of  members.  If  Mr.  Hasaler  could  cal- 
culate these,  the  members  could  go  home  when 
they  please.  Let  him,  then,  he  appointed  calcula- 
tor general  of  Consress;  but  he  begged  of  them  to 
lake  him  away  from  the  coast  survey,  if  they 
wished  it  ever  to  be  made  of  use  to  the  country. 
But  this  was  wandering  from  the  subject. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  prepared  some  notes  of, 
th«  histoiy  of  the  work,  but  be  would  only 
refer  to  them  now.  The  law  of  February  10, 
1807,  created  the  coast  survey,  put  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  President,  and  authoriaed  him  to  use  army 
and  navy  officers,  navy  vessels,  astronomers,  and 
other  persons. 

In  August,  1816,  Mr.  Hassler  was  appointed  su- 
perintendent. His  agreement  was  to  **make  the 
principal  triangulation  and  consequent  calculations 
himself;  to  instruct  the  engineer  and  naval  officers 
employed  under  him;  and  he  wanted  two  officers 
of  engineers,  topographical  or  others,  and  some 
cadets  of  said  corps,  in  number  according  to  cir^ 
cumstances." 

April  14, 1818»  that  part  of  the  law  of  1807  was 


repealed,  which  authorized  the  employment  of  other 
persons^han  those  belonging  to  the  army  and  navy. 
Up  to  this  lime,  over  |55.000  were  expendedjin  be- 
ginning the  work  and  buying  instruments,  for  which 
purpose  Mr.  Hassler  was  in  England  from  August, 
1811,  to  1815. 

June  10,  1833,  the  law  of  1807  was  revived, 
and  *)idr.  Hassler  was  again  appointed  superin- 
tendent. The  work  has  been  going  on  ever  since. 
The  coast  has  been  triangulated  from  Point  Judith 
to  Cape  Henlopen,  (say  about  300  miles;)  but 
only  a  part  of  the  off-shore  foundings  have  been 
taken.  There  are  about  3,000  miles  of  seaboard 
to  the  United  States.  |720,000  have  been  ex- 
pended already. 

Ii  is  stated,  in  Captain  Swift's  pamphlet,  that 
the  survey  of  the  coast  was  under  the  Treasury 
Department,  because  Mr.  Hassler  was  already  en- 
gaged under  that  department,  making  weights  and 
measures.    These  are  all  madf  now. 

When  the  coast  survey  was  beguu,  the  topo« 
graphical  corps  existed  but  in  name.  In  1838,  it 
was  organized  and  enlarged,  and  is  now  an  able 
and  useful  corpse 

Last  year,  Congress  established  a  hydrographi« 
cal  bureau  in  the  Navy  Department.  There  are 
numbers  of  naval  officsrs  capable  of  doing  hydro- 
graphical  duties  under  this  bureau. 

The  coast  survey  is  Uie  most  important  topo- 
graphical and  hydrographical  work  in  the  country* 
We  have  a  topographical  and  a  bydfographieal 
buieau,  yet  neither  of  them  has  any  connexion 
with  this  great  national  work. 

Mr.  Hassler  fans  jast  published  from  the  opinioA 
of  the  Marquis  of  La  Place,  (Chamber  of  Peers, 
session  of  1816-*17)  upon  the'  French  survey, 
this  valuable  suggestion,  viz:  ^'Perhaps  even  the 
great  number  of  gergraphical  engineers  which  our 
present  state  of  peace  allows  to  employ  in  this 
work,  to  which  it  is  painful  to  see  them  strangers, 
would  render  its  execution  more  prompt,  and  less 
expensive." 

The  Florida  war  is  now  over;  many  works  of 
inleinal  improvement  are  suspended;  there  must  be 
topographical  officers  enough  for  the  coast  survey. 

The  Russian  Qovernment  has  employed  an  able 
American  engineer  to  perform  an  important  Ecien- 
tific  work;  but  that  wise  Qovernment  requires  that 
all  the  assistants  shall  come  from  its  corps  of  en- 
gineers, which  is  composed  of  army  and  navy  offi- 
cers. 

If  the  coast  survey  is  to  be  a  useful  public  work, 
let  the  officers  conduct  it  under  their  bureaus.  The 
officers  would  then  take  a  pride  in  this  duty,  and 
do  it  well,  and  do  It  cheap.  The  supervision  of 
the  bureaus  would  occasion  system,  fidelity,  and 
entire  responsibility. 

More  than  |30,000  are  now  paid  annually  to 
citizens,  for  salaries,  out  of  the  coast  survey  appro- 
priation. This  could  be  saved,  by  employing  offi- 
cers. Make  exclusive  use  ot  them,  and  hidf  the 
present  annual  appropriation  would  suffice. 

Can  the  Treasury  Department  manage  the  sur- 
vey understandingly?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  already  enough  to  do  in  the  line  of  his 
duty;  and,  as  far  as  the  survey  is  concerned,  a 
clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department  is  the  secretary. 

Can  a  citizen  superintendent,  of  closet  and  scien- 
tific habits;  er  can  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, manage,  with  efficiency  and  economy,  to 
many  land  and  ^ater  parties,  officers,  men,  vessels, 
and  boats  ? 

The  Navy  Department  pays  out  of  the  navy 
appropriation  the  officers  and  men  now  lent  lo  the 
Treasury  for  the  survey.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  appears  to  have  no  control  over  the  expend- 
itures of  this  part  of  the  naval  appropriation. 
He  does  not  even  select  the  officers  detailed  for 
this  duty,  though  he  knows  his  own  material  best, 
and  those  who  are  most  suitable.  This  navy  duty 
has  become  treasury  patronage,  with  commands, 
extra  pay,  dtc. 

The  Treasury  Department  has  charge  of  the 
vessels;  they  are  bought  by  the  coast  surrey  ap- 
propriation; the  off-shore  soundings  are  only  in  part 
taken.  There  are  not  vessels  enough,  and  of  the 
right  sort,  to  take  these  soundings  and  in  the  righ 
way.  Steamers  are  wanted.  Tlie  survey  ap- 
1  propriationeannotbeartheeaqpeiiaeibiitiftlieNa^ 
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▼7  Department  had  charge  of  the  hydrography,  it 
eootd  pot  suitable  vessels  on  ihe  coast  ^ qaadron, 
and  employ  them  on  the  coast  sarvey,  agreeably 
to  the  law  of  1807. 

Last  year  the  vessels  did  no  soundings  until 
about  the  1st  of  June,  although  the  spring  opened 
early.  The  treasury  had  not  the  means  to  equip 
the  vessels  until  the  appropriation  bill  passed  Oon- 
grcFs.  But  if  the  navy  bad  charge  of  vessels,  tbe 
few  naval  stores  they  wanted  might  have  been  fur- 
nished from  the  navy  stores,  or  given  from  second- 
hand articles  not  on  charge  at  the  yards.  Had  good 
arrangements  been  made,  the  Delaware  bay  might 
readily  have  been  finished  last  fall,  and  the  chart 
•f  it  got  out  at  once. 

New,  the  topographical  corps  makes  surveys  for 
defences;  the  navy  officers  make  charts  along  the 
coast;  and  the  coast  survey  goes  over  the  same 
place  a  third  time.  If  tbe  officers  did  this  work,  the 
army  might  get  the  military  information,  and  the 
navy  the  bydrographical  knowledge,  which  theinter* 
est  of  the  country  requires  that  each  of  these 
branchea  of  the  public  defence  should  have;  and 
this,  atithe  expense  of  but  one  survey;  for,  at  places 
where  defences  might  be  required,  the  survey  could 
be  done  with  the  utmost  minulene&s. 

The  officers  of  tbe  army  and  navy  need  not 
clash.  The  topographical  corps  (aided  by 
jnniornavy  officers  willing  to  serve  under  that 
bureau — and  the  recent  Florida  war  and  the  pres- 
ent coast  survey  system,  show  that  navy  officers  are 
willing  to  serve,  fer  the  public  good,  under  other 
departments  than  their  own)  would  do  the  to- 
pography and  furnish  the  shore  line.  The  hydro- 
graphical  officers  would  rSceive  the  shore  line, 
take  the  soundings,  and  make  the  chart.  The  same 
principle  is  now  at  work,  and  works  well.  The 
navy  officers  now  get  the  shore  line  from  the  eiti- 
lens  in  the  shore  parties. 

The  President  could  direct  the  War  and  Navy 
Secretaries  to  make  such  rules,  through  the  bureaus, 
as  would  obviate  every  difficulty. 

Employing  officers  would  secure  for  the  public, 
system,  economy,  and  de!;patch.  The  informa- 
tion ebtained  would  be  got  by  tbe  right  persons  and 
kept  in  the  right  hands.  Government  would  have 
complete  command  of  the  persons  employed;  an  d 
should  the  work  ever  be  suspended,  might,  at 
pleasure,  set  them  to  work  again  on  the  same  duty. 

Under  any  aspect  of  the  matter,  Mr.  B.  said  he 
could  act  see  the  propriety  of  continuing  Mr.  Hass- 
ler;  or,  indeed,  of  employing  any  civilians  in  the 
work.  Mr.  Hassler's  assistants,  he  understood, 
were  men  of  high  character  and  qualifications,  and 
might,  if  free  from  bis  paralyzing  influence,  carry 
on  the  work  with  more  expedition;  but,  believing 
as  he  did,  that  their  services  could  be  dispensed 
with,  he  could  not  authorize  their  retention.  The 
survey  he  wished  to  be  prosecuted  without  delay; 
and  all  he  wanted  was,  to  have  it  under  the  most 
efficient  management.  If  it  was  found  that  the 
officers  of  the  navy  and  army  were  not  competent, 
it  could  be  remedied  hereafter;  but  it  was  due  to 
them  to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  before  they  were 
eondemned.  Certainly  they  oughi  not  to  be  dis- 
graced and  condemned  in  advance.  It  was  an  in- 
sult to  them  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Hassler  was  the 
only  man  in  the  country  capable  of  superintending 
this  work;  and  that  they  could  not  carry  oa  the  sur- 
vey of  oiu  coast  by  triangulation.  They  had  been 
for  seme  time,  and  were  now,  surveying  the  lakes; 
and  he  believed  their  satveys  would  be  equally  cor- 
rect with  Mr.  Hamster's.  We  had  a  bureau  of 
hydrography  of  the  navy,  and  a  corps  of  topo- 
graphical eagineers,  which  were  expressly  created 
to  perform  this  kind  of  service;  while  there  was  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point,  which  qualified 
the  officers  to  perform  it.  The  people  would  hardly 
believe  that  these  officers  (educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  Qovernment)  were  not  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  services  for  which  they  were  educated;  and, 
if  they  thought  so,  they  would  be  for  abolishing  that 
institution.  They  wouldsay  that  these  officers  should 
be  dismissed,  and  others  appointed  in  their  places, 
who  w(re  qualified. 

There  was  no  officer  of  the  Qovernment,  except 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  wherfeceiv^d  so 
much  from  the  Ueasniy  as  Mr.  Hassler.    Mr.  B. 


here  read  from  the  printed  report  ot  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  committee  the  following  extract: 

"Q.  What  •vm  is  allowed  to  Mr.  Ha«ler,  annaally,  for  ex' 
peiuMf  exclaaivo  of  compenaauoDl 

A.  Salary  tSiOOO,  and  ezpensen  §3,000. 

Q.  For  what  ezpenna  la  this  #3,000  daiignedl  la  it  for  per* 
aonal  ezpenaeirt 

A.  I  suppose  it  it  tbe  expenses  of  IlTing. 

Q.  Is  be  paid  for  other  expenses  when  oe  goes  Into  tbe  field) 

A.  He  is  furnished  with  an  instrument  carriage  and  horses 
for  the  iosiruments  and  himself,  and  a  baggage  wagon  becidea^ 
for  instruments,  at  the  public  expense, 

Q.  Is  it  the  same  carriage  which  be  is  accustomed  to  use  in 
Washington? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  horses  and  men  paid  at  tbe  public  expense  for  the 
carriaire  and  wa(on  througn  tbe  yearl 

A.  Yes;  four  horses,  one  permanent  dri?er,  and  one  otlier 
man,  who  also  asaists  about  tbe  office." 

Besides  all  this,  Mr.  Hassler  had  recently  moved 
into  the  coast-survey  building,  and  thereby  lived 
rent  free.  A  Btajo^ity  of  the  committee  would 
agree  with  him,  that  this  officer  was  pressing  like 
an  incubus  on  the  survey.  He  never  could  ac- 
knowledge that  there  was  no  other  man  in  ihe 
country  capable  of  carrying  oa  this  work.  This 
might  have  been  the  case  when  he  was  first  ap- 
pointed, thirty  years  ago;  but  since  that  time  they 
had  a  number  of  officers  educated  at  the  military 
academy,  while  many  others  in  the  civil  walks  of 
life  had  qualified  themselves  for  scientific  employ- 
ments. He  was  sure  that  tbe  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy  were  competent  to  perform  this  work. 
There  was  but  little  now  for  the  topographical  en- 
gioeers  to  do;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  many  of 
them,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  navy,  would  be  glad 
to  be  employed  on  the  coast  survey.  Indeed,  sev- 
eral officers  of  the  navy  had  told  him  that  they 
would  like  such  employment,  rather  than  be  idle, 
as  they  then  were. 

From  the  rate  the  coast  survey  had  thus  far 
proceeded,  it  would  take  more  than  a  hundred 
years  to  complete  it.  Certainly  this  was  too  alow. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  a  change  would  he  made.  In 
tbe  language  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Arcaioa:  **We 
should  then  have  the  survey  conducted  on  a  sya- 
tem  of  practical  utility,  and  moving  right  end  fore- 
most." 

Mr.  BVERETT  made  some  remarks  in  too  low 
a  tone  to  be  heard  by  the  reporter,  but  he  was 
understood  as  opposing  the  amendment. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  offered  a  resolution 
for  adoption. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  its  reoeption. 

The  resolution  was  as  follows: 

Reeolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  so  modifying  the  21st ar« 
tide  of  tbe  rules  and  regulationa  for  the  eovemment  of  the 
naT7,  prescribed  by  tbe  act  of  23'J  April,  1800,  as  to  proride 
that  the  authority  siTen  by  that  article  to  a  court  manial  to 
punish  the  crime  of  murder,  when  committed  by  any  officer, 
seaman,  or  marine  belonging  to  any  public  Tessel  of  the  United 
Biaies,  without  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall  not 
be  exercised  when  the  person  charged  with  having  committed 
such  murder  shall  bare  arriyed  within  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  can  l>e  arrested  and  held  to  an* 
swer  by  the  ciril  courts;  and  thaL  in  all  such  cases,  the  juris- 
diction of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  circuit 
into  which  the  person  charged  with  such  crime  shall  first  be 
brought,  or  in  which  he  shall  be  apprehended,  shall  ha?e  exclu* 
aive  J  urisdlctioo  and  cognisance  or  the  oflence.  ^ 

Mr.  PROFFIT  offered  a  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  disregard  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
House,  some  twelve  months  ago,  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  returns  of  officers 
who  retain  possession  of  public  moneys,  including 
forfeitures  and  penalties;  but,  as  objection  was 
made,  it  was  not  received.    Is  was  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  did,  on  the  29th  June, 
1812,  adopt  tbe  following  resolutions: 

*'Ile90lvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
l»  inform  this  House  whether  any  collectors,  or  other  officers  of 
the  customs,  hare  retained  and  sUH  hold  any  moneys  received 
by  them,  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfsitures,  accruing  since 
the  3d  March,  1841;  and  if  any  such  officer  does  retain  moneys, 
the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  Is  hereby  directed  to  famish  to 
this  House  the  names  of  such  offieacs,  and  the  amount  so  n- 
tained. 

^^Raolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  diterted 
to  inform  this  House  whether  any  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Ocn* 
eral  has  l>een  given  on  the  subject  of  the  rl|{ht  of  retenuon,  by 
officers  of  the  customs,  of  moneys  now  accruing  under  the  head 
of  'fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures^  and  if  any  such  opinion 
has  been  given,  the  Secretary  ef  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed 
to  furnish  this  House  with  a  copy  of  the  same. 

**Jle»olvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  Inform  this  House  whether  he  has  ordered  any  officer  of  the 
customs,  reuining  moneys  accruing  since  the  3d  Mi^rch,  1841. 
under  the  head  of  "fines,  penaliies,  and  forfeitures^'  to  pay  said 
moneys  into  the  treasury  of  tbe  United  States;  and  whether 
any  officer  of  the  customs  has  refused  or  neglected  to  pay  over 
•aidmoiieya;  if  so,  tto  Beecetaiy  of  chaTreasiuy  iadlreetsdto 


fumbh  the  names  of  such  officers  neglecting  or  refusing  to  otey 
his  order." 

And  whereas  nearly  eight  uoaths  have  now  elapsed,  ind  bo 

answer  to  these  resolutions  has  been  tiaasmiuad  to  this  Soass; 

herefore, 

«    Jteso/ved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TroMory  be  directed  to 

inform  this  House  why  it  is  that  these  cesolutioos  hare  oat  been 

answered. 

Also,  whether  any  correspondence  bas  taken  place  between 
the  Secretanr  of  tbe  Treasury -and  the  Picst  Ooatpcroller,  or 
any  other  officer,  on  the  subject  of  answering  these  nsolutioDs; 
and,  if  any  correspondence  has  Ulcen  taken  place,  the  See- 
retBi7  of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  transixJt  to  ttdi  House  a 
copy  of  the  same. 

Also,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inAirm  this  House 
what  are  the  causes  of  the  great  delay  in  answering  reeolutaoos 
of  this  House;  and  whether  any  reoiganixaiion  of  the  Tiessiay 
Department  is  necessary,  to  insure  a  mors  efficient  atlwrtion  to 
the  orders  of  Congress. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  that,  if  reedatioiis  of  tbe 
Honse— especially  of  the  importance  of  thoae  which 
bad  been  passed  nearly  eight  months— eoald  thas 
remain  neglected,  it  should  not  be  his  (Mr.Paor* 
fit's)  faolt.  If  Government  officers  ean  bold  over 
pnblie  moneys,  and  thoa  silently  be  soffeiedto 
become  defanltera,  he  (3ir.  PaoFrir)  woakL  not  be 
responsible  for  so  gross  neglect  of  pablio  daty.  Let 
those  who  reftise  to  call  for  information,  or  negleat 
to  enforce  the  orders  of  this  Hoose,  calling  for  in- 
formation,  bear  the  odinm  of  any  defalcation  wiiiah 
may  take  place. 

On  the  motion  6f  Mr.  EVERETT,  10,000  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  on  the  state  of  tbe  finanees,  weie  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  snbmitted  a  leaolatlon 
directing  tbe  printing  of  the  nsoal  namber  of  esrtca 
copies  (10,000)  of  the  annual  commeivial  state- 
ment, 80  soon  as  it  should  be  received  from  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  to  amend  ihe  resolu- 
tion, by  adding  a  likennmbei^of  copiea  of  the 
report  of  the  Secreury  of  the  TriMory,  ia  an- 
awer  to  tbe  resolution  of  the  House  aoopted  oa  the 
33i  instauL 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Fillmobx,]  that  5,000  eztti 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  re- 
trenchment [Mr.  GiLMBR'ej  be  printed. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  last  motion,  and 
the  Speaker  decided  it  to  be  lost. 

Mr.  J.  L.  WILLIAMS  called  for  a  count;  bit 
withdrew  his  call,  at  the  request  of  many  membcn, 
who  apprehended  that  a  count  would  ahow  that 
no  quorum  was  present. 

Tne  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Pillmorb]  was  agreed  to;  and,  after  aa 
ineffectual  effort  on  the  part  of  Mr.  A.  Y.  BROWN 
to  have  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table,  it  was,  aa 
amended,  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  number 
of  executive  communications;  which  were  all  laid 
on  tbe  table,  or  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  S3d  Febru- 
ary, transmttting  a  statement  of  the  ontstaading  ^ 
propriations  on  the  3d  of  March,  1841,  and  the 
available  means  of  the  treasury  at  the  same  period; 
also,  the  outstanding  appropriations  and  available 
means  estimated  for  the  3d  March,  1843. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment,  transmitting  tbe  report  of  J.  W.  P.  Lewis, 
engineer,  on  the  condition  of  the  lightphoaaes  in  the 
United  States. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
n^nt,  showing  the  official  emoluments  of  the  vari* 
ous  officers  of  the  customs  during  the  past  year. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, sopplementary  to  the  report  upon  steamboat 
navigation  in  tbe  Mississippi  river,  and  on  the 
Noribern  lakes. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department^ 
transmitting  a  statement  of  tbe  contingent  expendi- 
tures of  that  department. 

A  communication  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, ezbi biting  the  number  of  persons  employed 
in  that  department. 

A  communication  from  tbe  War  Department,  ia 
answer  to  tbe  resolution  of  tbe  House  asking  for 
tbe  reasons  for  the  reduction  of  Gkneral  Gaines^ 
pay.  The  commuaication  states  that  the  pay  was 
reduced  in  coase^uence  of  the  act  of  last  sqwoa- 
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ledociog  the  army,  by  which  Qeneral  Qainesi  who 
ig  major  f  eneral  by  brevet,  has  the  commaDd  of 
only  fonr  regimentt,  and  is,  therefore,  accordiag  to 
the  xeyolaUoDS  of  the  army,  only  eatiUed  to  the 
pay  of  brigac^iep  general. 

Mr.  TOLAND  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution, 
(noi  rvad;  and  the  purport,  therefore,  not  known.) 

Mr.  WISfi  objected  to  the  inircdaction  of  the 
rtsolationf 

Mr.  TOLAND  persisting  |n  his  effort  to  get  the 
leeolotien  in, 

Mr.  WBLLER  moved  an  adjoarament. 

Tellers  were  called  for  on  the  motion,  (Messrs. 
ToLAjRA  and  Wblucr,)  who  reported  ayes  54, 
Aoe9  63. 

So  the  Hoasc  refased  to  adjonrn*— no  qaornm 
voting. 

The  SPSAKEE'soggested  that  the  import  of  the 
Gonfereaee  Committee  on  the  army  bill  be  now  ta- 
ken lip  and  acted  on. 

Objection  was  made. 

BAr.  TOLAND  renewed  the  effort  to  get  in  his 
resolotioa. 

Mr.  WISE  again  objected. 

B2r.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moved  a  call  of  the 
Hoase. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  moved  that  the 
House  adjonrn;  on  which  motion  tellers  (Messrs. 
Andrxws  and  A.  V.  Baowir)  were  appointed. 
They  reported  ayes  58,  noes  55. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

HousK  OP  Rbpbxsk>titivcs, 
February  25, 1843. 

To  iU  Editor  •fikaCMe: 

In  the  Qlobe  of  yesterday,  on  the  bill  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  re* 
fairing  the  States  to  bo  divided  into  congressional 
Astriots,  the  remarks  of  Mr.  CiBtniLL  of  South 
Carolina,  and  an  explanation  of  mine  on  the  same 
siibjoer,  are  so  reported  as  to  make  an  erroneous 
teaprcssion.  The  following  is  the  part  of  the  re« 
pert  to  whieh  I  allude: 

^Mr.  GiMmfcL  said  that  in  the  State  of  Geor* 
fia,  the  elections  came  on  previous  to  the  time  of 
the  mooting  of  dieir  Legislature^  and  though  the 
Leg islatme  on  its  meeting  proceeded  almost  im- 
mdiately  to  divide  the  Slate  into  congressional  dia- 
triets  for  the  twenty-ninth  Congress,  yet  the  eleo- 
liOBa  for  the  twenty-eighth  Congress  having  already 
taken  place,  they  had  no  power  under  the  con- 
siitittion  to  set  them  aside,  and  order  -new  elec- 
ItDttB.  The  same  state  of  things  bad  happened  in 
Miaaoari;  but  he  was  informed  that  a  majority  of 
IBba  people  of  that  State  were  in  favor  of  the  district 
ayateaa,  and  they  would  eventually  adopt  it. 

**lir.  J.  C  Edwabdb  said  that  the  gentleman 
was  mi8taken«--a  autjottty  of  the  Legislature  be* 
lieved  tliat  the  act  of  Congress  was  unconstitu- 
Uoiial.» 

TUs  language  conveys  the  idea  that  I  said  "the 
gentlematt  #as  mistaken**  in  his  information  **tbat 
a  jB^orityof  the  people  of  that  State  (Missouri) 
were  in  favor  of  the  district  system,  and  they  would 
eventoaUy  adopt  iL*'  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
convey  this  idea.  I  said  nothing  in  reference  to  the 
opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  people  on  this  sub* 
]eet.  The  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  in  allusion  to  the  opinions  of  the 
people,  and  as  to  what  they  might  evei:tnally  do  on 
the  sttbject  of  districting  the  State,  did  not  catch 
my  attention.  I  explained  in  reference  to  ihe  ac- 
tion sind  opinion  of  the  Legislature  only;  and  what 
I  said  was  this: 

''The  gentlemaA  is  mistaken  as  to  the  action  of 
oar  Legislature.  I  have  been  recently  informed 
thkt  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  have  refased  to 
district  that  State.  I  believe  a  majority  of  the 
Ligialatafe  [deem  the  act  of  Congress  requiring 
them  to  district  the  State  unconstitutional."  I 
Vrigbt  h«ve  added,  that  a  refusal  to' district  the 
Aate  was  proof  of  this  opinion;  and  that,  even  if 


ibey  believed  Congress  had  the  power  to  district, 
yet  tbey  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  com- 
pel the  State  Legislature  to  district  for  them. 

I  said  nothing  as  to  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
my  State.  I  said  nothing  as  to  their  future  action 
on  this  subject.    I  knew  nothing. 

Very  respectful  ly, 

J.  C.  EDWARDS. 

To  Uu  Edilor  of  Ihe  Qlobe: 

Sib:  In  the  report  of  congressional  proceediogs 
of  Tbnrsday,  February  23,  contained  in  the  Globe 
of  Friday  evening,  February  24,  it  Is  said  *'Mr. 
TiLLiiiGHAST  offered,  as  an  amendment  to*  the 
amendment,  |100>000  for  Hell-gate,  in  New 
York." 

This  is  an  error.  The  amendment  referred  to 
was  offered  by  Mr.  RoosatxLT  of  New  York — 
not  by  me.  1  voted  against  it.  The  two  amend- 
ments offered  by  me  (with  notice  that,  if  they  fail- 
ed here,  I  should  renew  them  on  another  occasion) 
were — one  for  the  survey  on  Block  Island,  and  one 
for  removing  obstructions  in  Providence  river. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  L.  TILLINOHAST. 

February  25, 1843. 

IN  SENATE. 
MoMDiT,  February  27, 1843. 

If  r.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
made  a  report  (which  was  ordered  to  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Hoffman. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
counties  of  St.  Lawrence  and  Franklin,  New  York, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  route.  He 
renaarbed  that  he  did  not  expect  that  any  action 
could  be  had  upon  it  this  session;  but,  with  a  view 
that  the  papers  might  be  preserved,  he  presented 
them,  and  moved  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
flutiee  on  the  Post  Office  amd  Post  Roads.  Agreed 
to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of 
merchandise  in  certain  cases  free  of  duty,  was 
taken  up,  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  EVANS  explaiaed  the  propriety  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  He  said  that  some  persons  had 
lately  invented  a  valuable  machine  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  wrecks.  Two  vessels  had  already  been 
rais€d  by  it  in  the  river  Delaware,  by  which  a  great 
improvement  had  been  effected  in  the  navigation 
of  that  river;  those  vessels  having  heretofoie  form- 
ed a  kind  of  bar  or  obstmetion  there.  The  rais- 
ing of  those  vessels  was  a  very  expensive  and  hax- 
ardousundertaiingL  la  the  two  cases  alluded  to, 
some  crockery,  dke.,  had  been  saved  fifom  the  wrecks 
alluded  to.  This  bill  proposed  that  those  goods, 
and  all  goods  saved  in  like  manner,  should  be  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty,  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
inventors  to  progress  in  such  nselVil  labors. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING  was  fearful  that  the  revenues  were 
not  sufidently  guarded  by  it. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied,  that  its  provisioiis  were 
properly  guarded.  Those  goods  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted free,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

There  being  no  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Hoase  bills  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Tompkins 
and  of  Conrad  House  were  taken  up  as  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  on  adverse  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittees on  Claims  and  Naval  Affairs,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Jeffeison  county,  Ohio,  asking  Congress  to  in- 
terfere in  the  case  of  Mr.  Kendall,  and  restore  him 
to  personal  liberty. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  a  bill  had  been 


carefully  prepared  and  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Claims  upon  this  very  subject;  and,  unless  it 
was  taken  up  and  acted  upon  at  once,  it  could  not 
be  passed  this  session.  Its  provisions  would  not 
at  all  affect  the  demand  of  Stockton  dk  Stokes,  but 
merely  suspended  the  imprisonment  until  one  year 
after  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  rendered  final 
judgment.  He,  therefore,  moved  thKt  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  be  postpoaed,  and  that  the  bill 
be  taken  up. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmatire;  and  the  bill  was  taken  up/  read  the 
recond  time,  and  considered  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  the  bill  was  merely  a  bill 
to  amend  the  act  relating  to  ImpVisonmeflt  for 
debt  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  Committee 
on  Claims,  which  reported  the  bill,  were  d6cld€d\y 
of  the  opinion  that  Congress  should  not  interfere, 
by  itt  legislation,  with  the  judgment  which  had 
been  rendered  against  Mr.  Kendall,  at  this  time^- 
the  case  having  been  carried  up  to  the  Supreme 
Court  on  an  appeal.  The  committee,  in  examining 
the  case,  found  (which  was  new  to  all  of  theito)  by  the 
laws  which  related  to  the  imprisonment  for  debt,  in 
thii  District,  at  i)i\a  time,  that  when  a  debtor  was 
in  charge  on  execution  bj  atit  per^n,  h>e  may 
take  the  bounds  for  twelve  months,  and  then,  if 
he  does  not  pay  the  debt,  he  is  placed  at  once  in 
close  confinement.  All  that  the  bill  pmptsed  to 
do  In  the  matter  was  to  modify  th^'iattolvent  law, 
so  that  the  debtor  could  not  be  plkced  in  close  con- 
finement pending  an  appeal,  nor  until  one  year 
after  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  rendered'ef  final 
judgment. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said,  if  the  biti  wa^  passed,  it 
would  make  the  insolvent  laws  the  sa^e  sis  they 
have  been  in  North  Carolina  ever  sln^'  tlie  Revo- 
lution. 

There  being  no  amendment  proposed,  th^  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be*  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Oil  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,.the  pt^hrfolis  or^ 
ders  were  postponed,  and  the  bill  from  the  Houie 
for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Calhoun  was  taken  upi 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  an  cmendaieht 
firom  the  Committee  on  Claims.  TheaaMndment 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions^ 
reported  back,  with  sundry  amendments,!  the  bill 
from  the  House  granting  pensions  to  certain  widows 
of  revolutionary  soldiers.  The  amendments  were 
ordered'  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  adverse  reports  on  the  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Joshua  Raymond,  a  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  the  petition  of  Joseph  Thompson  and 
John  Gh>ttld,  for  pensions;  also,  on  the  petitions  of 
Mary  Spence  and  Philip  King,  and  the  resolutiona 
of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  in  favor  of  the  re- 
vival of  the  law  granting  a  pension  to  the  widow* 
of  revolutionary  officers  and  airidierB  who  were 
married  pHot  to  1794. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without  amende 
meat,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  ffass, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Antoine  Vasques  and 
others.'* 

Also,  reported  back,  and  adversely  to  its  passage. 
House  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  confirm  to  Elisabetb 
Burns,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  their  title  to  a  tract  of 
laud.*' 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee' on  Pensioas^ 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petitiisn  of  John 
Bosworth  for  a  pension;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  S.,  also,  reported  back  from  the  same  cohk 
mittee,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Penhallow. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  KlNGi  the  Seaia 
proceeded  to  consider  the  several  bills  on  the  oal« 
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•ndtn  ^^B  ^  following  were  tmken  ap  as  in  eom- 
mitiee  of  tbe  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Sciomtey  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
roadlBf  ,  Tii: 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Patton. 

The  bill  to  reTive  the  act  eatitled  **An  act  to  en- 
able claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  Missouri 
And  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institnte  pro- 
ceeedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,*^  ap- 

groTed  tbe  96.h  of  May,  1824;  and  the  act  amend- 
ig  the  same,  and  extendii:g  the  provisions  of  said 
acts  to  claimants  to  land  within  the  States  of 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

[Mr.  SEVIER  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  aboTe  bill.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  respecting  the  organization  of  the^ 
army,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the  23d 
of  August,  1842. 

The  btti  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Har- 
rison Young,  and  Benjamin  Young. 

[This  bill  was  amended,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
B4GBY,  so  as  to  read  for  tbe  heirs  of  Harrison 
Young.] 

The  bill  declaring  Robbinston,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  Patent  Office  to  Ninth  street, 
came  upas  in  committee  of  tbe  whole. 

Mr.  KING  was  opposed  to  the  erection  of  any 
new  public  buildings  now. 

Messrs.  TAPPAN  and  KERR  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  construc- 
tion of  this  building,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
Patent  departmenL 

Mi,  KERR  made  several  propositions  to  amend, 
which  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  of  the  Senate  authorizing  a  survey  and 
examination  of  the  harbor  of  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
came  up  for  consideration*,  but  was,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  BAYARD,  laid  on  the  table,^a  bill  from 
the  House  for  the  same  purpose  being  on  the  cal- 
endar. 

Mx.  WOODBRIDOS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Gommeree,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  and 
t^ith  reeommendatirn  that  it  do  pasp,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  on  the  Northwestern 
lakes. 

Tbe  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sectiona  of  the 
public  domain  towards  the  completion  of  works  of 
inieroal  improvement  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  en  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
3d  and  4th  {seetions  giving"  500,000  acres  to  pay 
off  the  debts  for  the  railroads  and  canals,  and  oom- 
pletiag  the  same. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  the  length  of  the  road  and 
canal  along  which  the  sections  of  land  were  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  said  the  canal  was  200 
miles  in  length,  and  the  railroad  160  miles. 

Mr.  KING  objected  that  heretofore  no  grants 
had  been  auule  to  States  for  similar  purposes  ex- 
tending beyond  two  miles  on  each  side  of  the  roads 
or  canals  belonging  to  the  State;  but  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  give  ten  miles  wide,  for  360  miles  in 
length,  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  This  would  be  a 
precedent  for  other  States  to  mpkt  the  like  demands. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  referred  to  tbe  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  as .  a  justifica- 
tion, for  the  bill.  Tbe  same  principle  of  granting 
alternate  sections  of  land  along  the  public  tirorks  of 
Ohio,  Illinol8,and  Indiana,  was  that  upon  which  this 
bill  was  framed.  He  contended  that  the  United 
States  never  lost  a  cent  by  these  grants,  because 
tbe  price  of  the  reserved  alternate  sections  was  al- 
ways doubled  by  the  improvements  made  by  the 
States. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  anoidnients  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
were  eoneurred  in. 

Bir.  McROBBRTS  a^^ked  how  much  land  was 
|iaated  to  tbe  State  of  Michigan  bjr  this  bill? 


Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  replied,  one-half  of  each 
five  alternate  seciions  of  land  along  the  works. 

Mr.  McROBBRTS  referred  to  the  grants  hith- 
erto made  to  Ohio;  and,  uking  it  for  granted  that 
the  quantity  donated  by  this  bill  would  be  found 
considerably  beyond  the  amount  given  to  Ohio, 
there  was  no  other  way  of  doing  justice  to  all  the 
new  States  but  to  adopt  some  settled  principle. 
The  donation  now  asked  for  Michigan  would  be 
a  partial  one,  if  granted.  He  wa«  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing Michigan  as  much  land  as  Ohio,  but  not 
more.  Michigan,  by  this  Ml),  would  get  a  mil- 
lion of  acres  of  land,  while  Arkansas  gels  none 
at  all. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  maintained  that  the 
grant  thus  made  to  Michigan  would  be  no  loss 
whatever  to  the  United  States,  as  the  General  Gov- 
ernment would  receive  JQSt  as  much  money  for 
the  alterDste  sections  reserved,  as  for  the  whole  if 
no  improvements  were  made. 

Mr.  WALKER  did  not  object  to  the  grant  ef 
lands  to  the  State  of  Michigan;  but  was  utterly  op- 
posed to  any  such  principle  as  that  of  granting 
lands,  as  the  3d  and  4ih  sections  had  proposed,  to 
tbe  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  States.  Since 
these  two  sections  had  been  stricken  out,  he  would 
now  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  don^idered  this  bill  an  act 
of  justice  due  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  well  as 
the  United  States.  He,  therefore,  hoped  it  would 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  whether  the  land  granted 
was  ten  miles  wide. 

Mr.  KING  explained  that  the  grant  was  five 
miles  wide  on  each  side  of  the  works  and  alternate 
sections. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  whether  the  bill  referred 
to  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  only. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  explained,  that  where 
the  land  had  been  previously  sold,  other  lands 
would  be  selected. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  observed,  that  where  alternate 
sections  are  already  sold,  the  consideration  of  the 
increased  price  cannot  be  realized  by  the  GoTcm- 
ment.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  grant  would  ex- 
tend only  to  unsold  lands. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  that  the  amendment 
should  be  made  to  avoid  that  predicament;  be- 
cause it  would  otherwise  be  a  grant  to  carry  on 
these  public  works  at  the  expense  of  the  public 
treasury. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  agreed  that  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty, and  SDggested  the  propriety  of  passing  over 
the  bill  informally,  with  a  view  of  giving  time  for 
the  friends  of  the  bill  to  remove  the  objections. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  passed  over  inform- 
ally. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Grant; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  DEBATES  IN  CON- 
GRESS. 

The  Senate  bill,  No.  1S8,  entitled  *<A  bill  for  the 
publication  of  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, in  a  continued  series,  and  to  authorize  one  or 
more  contracts  for  that  purpose,"  being  called  up, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BAYARD,  at  whose  instance 
it  had  been  laid  on  the  table  on  Saturday- 
Mr.  WRIGHT  objected,  that,  as  the  bill  would 
necessarily  induce  debate,  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  obstructing  all  other  bills  on  the  calendar  enti- 
tled to  immediate  action. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  the  propriety  of  letting  it 
lie  over,  if  it  was  intended  to  pass  any  of  the  bills 
on  the  calendar,  as  serious  objections  entertained 
against  this  measure  would  necessarily  lead  to  a 
protracted  discussion. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked,  that  the  bill  having 
been  laid  on  tbe  table  on  Saturday,  upon  hia  mo- 
tion, he  thought  it  incumbent  en  him  to  make  the 
motion  now  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEVIER  requested  the  Senator  would  sus- 
pend his  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  KING  having  assented, 

Mr.  SEVIER  made  a  short  explanation  in  refer- 
ence to  an  impression  he  had,  r^^ding  the  party 
character  of  the  Register  of  Debates,  published 
I  by  Gales  A  Seaton;  which  he  bad  been  since  as- 


sured  by  those  gentlemen  was  a  miseoneeptio&on 
his  part. 

Mr.  BENTON,  as  an  inatanee  that  the  Register 
of  Debates  contained  bur  a  oae-oded  report  of 
congressional  proceedings,  referred  to  the  lengthy 
discussionaon  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  which  all  the  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  bank  are  given  in  full,  and  those  in  opposition 
cut  short,  or  suppressed.  He  particularly  poiated 
out  one  speech  he  had  made  himself,  on  viueh  he 
had  bestowed  great  labor  and  research,  and  which 
it  took  him  two  full  hours  to  deliver,  thai  Messrs. 
Gales  &  Seaton,  in  their  publication  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Congress,  paid  for  by  the  <jk>TemmeDt 
as  an  impartial  view  of  the  debates,  cut  off  to  half 
a  finger^  length;  and  by  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  was 
represented  as  if  he  had  only  spoken  two  minutes, 
instead  of  two  hours,  and  then  broken  down;  for 
the  conclusion  of  the  paragraph  is,  that  be  (Mr. 
B.)  "gave  way.*'    [Much  laughter] 

Mr.  WALKER  also  oppoeed  any  proceedings 
on  this  bill,  necessarily  InTolTing  the  complete  ob- 
struction of  bills  on  the  calendar,  upon  which  so 
many  public  and  private  interests  were  dependent. 
He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Sena- 
tor from  Delaware  to  consent  to'  lay  this  bill  on  the 
table;  and  if  this  proposition  were  changed  to  amo- 
tion to  take  up  his  resolution  for  the  employment 
of  a  corps  of  reporters,  he  would  feel  dispoted  to 
give  him  hia  support.    . 

Mr.  BAYARD,  in  substance,  renmrkad  that  the 
resolution  alluded  to  by  the  ^Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi would  not  reach  to  the  object  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  which  i»  retrospective,  and  proposes 
the  collection  and  publication  of  the  debates  in 
Congress  from  the  year  1789  to  the  end  of  this 
session;  whereas  the  resolution  with  regard  to  em- 
ploying a  corps  of  reporters,  is  prospectire,  and 
looks  to  the  correct  and  faithful  publications  of  the 
proceedings  in  Congress  hereafker. 

With  regard  to  the  prospective  measure  con- 
templated by  the  resolution  to  which  the  Senator 
had  alluded,  all  he  had  to  say  was,  that,  whenever 
it  should  be  deemed  expedient  to  take  it  up,  he 
would  be  in  favor  of  any  efficient  praetieni  niede 
of  attaining  tbe  object  in  view.  That  some  aoch 
arrangement  for  insuring  a  full,  fair,  and  impar- 
tial record  of  proceedings  was  indtspenaably  ne- 
cessary, must  be  manifest  to  every  one  who  wit- 
nessed the  debates  in  the  Senate  on  all  politial 
subjects  involving  the  opiuons  of  the  two  great 
patties  into  which  tbe  eonntiywaa  divided.  It 
was  very  wf  11  known  that^  in  general,  very  full 
reports  of  the  proeeedinga  in  the  Senate  were  pub* 
lished  in  tbe  Globe  daily;  and,  upon  ordinary  sub- 
jects, not  partaking  of  a  political  complexion,  very 
fair  and  impartial  reports  they  were.  But  the 
moment  any  subject  of  a  party  character  was  to 
be  reported,  there  was  an  obvious  deviation  from 
this  line  of  impartiality.  Then,  from  some  caose 
or  other — it  may  be,  not  from  any  disposition  of 
the  reporters  actually  to  do  injustice,  but  aa  a  ii^ 
cessary  result  of  having  to  prepare  their  matter  fof 
a  paper  taking  a  very  decided  part  in  poUiioi,— 
they  seem  to  be,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  earelem  how 
they  represent  the  opintooB  of.  the  parly  opposed 
to  their  friendf,  and  take  especial  care  to  devote 
all  iheir  attention  to  the  side  which  expresses  sen- 
timents most  analogous  to  those  ef  the  readers  of 
their  p^per.  As  an  instance*  he  would  refer  to  the 
late  debate  on  General  Jackson's  fine,  in  which  his 
own  remarks  were  represented  as  the  most  wishy- 
washy  affair  iinaginable.  He  did  not  complain  of 
ihi»;  for  it  was  an  incTitable  consequence  of  lear- 
ing  the  matter  without  any  control,  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  the  private  enterprise  of  party  pa- 
pers. Nor  should  it  be  understood  that  he  ques- 
tioned the  ability  of  i  the  Globe  reporters  to  make 
proper  reports;  for  he  had  already  admitted  that, 
upon  general  subjects,  the  reports  were  exceed- 
ingly good.  He  would  even  do  th^  the  justice 
to  say  that,  in  the  running  proceedings,  not  having 
any  bearing  on  party  predilections^  the  reports  were 
admirable. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  renewed  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Alabanm  [Mr.  Kino]  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  tbe  table,  and  on  this  motion  he  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
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lay  the  biU  on  tbe  table,  and  reenlted  in  the  nfga- 
tife— yeas  19,  nays  35,  as  follows : 

YtAB-Hmm.  Ailao,  BagbT,  Beolon,  Bachanui,  Cal- 
teuo,  CalUMTl,  FttltM,  King,  MeRAben%8eTier,  9inith  of 
Oonoeedcim  Suirston,  Ttppan,  Walker,  Wilooz,  WIIUmw, 
Woodbury,  Wrif(ht,  and  ToDog- 19. 

NAYS— Ma«ra.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  BerrieD, 
ChMie,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Bayton,  Erans,  Oraham,  Heo' 
^bcNo,  Haodngtoo,  Kern  Maogam,  Merrick,  MiUer,  More. 
heed,  PhelM,  Porter,  Smith  of  IbdJana,  Spiague,  Tall- 
nudes,  White,  aofl  Woodbridge— 26. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  it  was  obWonsIy  impossible  to 
^  this  bill,  wichoQt  snch  an  oppceitlon*  as  must 
lead  to  a  most  prduracted  debate.    He  pot  it  to  the 
JSeJiAto/s  en  tbe  otber  side,  whether  they  coold 
flacd  justified  before   the  eoaatry  for   obstrnct- 
iag   the   pnbUe    business    by  this    attempt  to 
fotee  throogb  snch  t  bill,  subjectiDg  the  ezhaosted 
tretsary  of  the  Gk>?ernment  to  .an  expenditure  of 
half  a  million  of  doll^s,  for  no  other  necessary 
purpose  but  the  rewartTof  their  partisan  press? 
Could  they  plead  any  public  necessity  for  this 
ffleisarel  What  necessity  coald  they  plead,  but  the 
real  one— that  of  auaiaininf  the  political  organ  of 
their  pariyl    What  did  the  people  care  for  this 
poblicaiioal  What  did  they  want  with  it?   If  mem- 
bcfs  of  Congress  had  occasion  to  refer  to  old  de- 
bates, they  coald  do  so  at  iiny  time  in  the  library 
of  CoDgress.    They  had  the  same  materials  there, 
that  were  to  compose  this  publication.    They  had 
the  Register  of  Debates  from  1894  to  1837,  and 
tbe  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  from  1837 
to  this  date.    And  he  would  here  say  that  the  Con- 
grasuonal  Qlobe  and  Appendix,  already  published, 
aad  continnous  in  course  of  publication,  contained 
the  most  extenslTC,  accurate,  and  impartial  reports 
e?er  before  published,  and  a  greater  amonni  of 
natter  than  had  ever  been  offered  to  the  public  at 
80  small  a  charge.    This  was  a  publication  open 
to  every  member  of  Congress  to  correct,  and  pub- 
lish in  the  most  authentic  form,  both  his  remafks 
ia  running  debate,  and  speeches  at  large.    The 
AppendiJK  waff  devoted  to  speeches  written  out  by 
members  themselves;  so  that,  if  the  reporters  unin- 
teationally  make  mistakes,  these  inaccuracies  stand 
corrected  in  the  Appendix.    And  as  to  information 
of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  to  be  given  to 
the  people,  did  not  this  T^ry  publication  effect 
acre  than  Congress  itself  could  effect?   for  it 
his  already  a  most   extensive  circulation,  and 
reaches  to  erery  part  of  the  Union.    What  more 
eould  be  effected  by  a  contract  of  QoTernment  to 
pablish  it  over  again?    There  was  obviously  no 
aecessUy  for  incurring  the  expense  of  republishing 
the  Congressional  Qlobe  and  Appendix.    So  much 
for  that  part  of  the  bill.    Now,  with  regard  to  the 
other  proposition — that  of  reprinting  tbe  old  de- 
bilca  from  1789  to  1834,  and  purchasing  1,000 
eopies  of  the  Register  of  Debates  from  1834  to 
1637— he  woald  ask,  how  much  money  all  this 
vas  to  ccsi?     He  would  venture  to  say  that  the 
expense  cunld  not  fall  short  of  half  a  million  o/ 
dollars.    It  was  easy  to  judge  by  experience.    Mr. 
A.  then  referred,  somewhat  in  detail,  to  theexpend- 
itares  by  Ceoigress  Uom  time  to  time  on  similar  pub- 
lications—such  as  the  Documentary  History  of  the 
Revolution,  tbe  Register  of  Debates,  dbc.    H^lhs- 
sured  tbe  Senators  on  the  other  side  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  them  to  pass  this  bill,  without  such  an  op- 
position as  aiust  necessarily  involve  a  protracted 
discussion,  which  woald  obstruct  all  otber  busi- 
ness.   He  tlierefore  hoped  they  would  yield  to  a 
motion  he  should  mike— which  was,  to  poatpoae 
the  bill  indefinitely;  and  on  this  motion  h^  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MeROBERTS  reminded  Senators  that  there 
were  but  five  days  of  the  session  to  complete  the 
vut  amount  of  business  yet  awaiting  the  action  of 
the  Senate.  It  must  be  qnite  obvious  that,  to  ac 
eomplish  all  this  necessary  and  imponant  business, 
the  whole  of  that  time  would  le  lequired,  even 
without  debate;  and  it  was  equally  obvious  that,  if 
this  bill  was  persisted  in,  it  would  be  opposed  and 
diseasded  to  an  indefinite  extent,  rendering  it  im- 
possible to  devote  any  attention  to  the  general  cal- 
endar. He  therefore  hoped  they  would  allow  tbe 
motion  of  postponement  to  prevail. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  there  wa«  one  point  of 
view  which  ought  to  satisfy  gentlemen  that  this  was 
10  lime  to  press  such  a  bill  as  this.  It  was,  that 
Ihls  propoehioii  would  have  to  be  carried  out  on 
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borrowed  money.  Now,  he  would  ask,  was  there 
not  an  obvious  impropriety,  setting  aside  all  con- 
siderations as  to  the  inexpediency  or  imperfection 
of  the  plan  proposed,  to  borrow  money  at  six  per 
cent  interest,  for  any  such  purpose  as  this? 

Mr.  WRIGHT  adverted  to  the  principle  of  dis- 
tributing books  to  members  of  Congress  at  the  pub- 
lie  expense,  which  he  had  hoped  the  Senate  had 
long  since  repudiated.  This  bill,  he  considered 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  proposition  to  resume 
that  practice.  Congress  was  to  pay  as  much  for 
1,000  sets  of  these  publications,  as  would  enable 
the  publishers  to  lay  aside  another  thousand  sets 
for  ftiture  operations  on  Congress.  The  thousand 
sets  first  purchased  by  Congress  were  to  lumber 
the  rooms  of  tbe  library  till  tbey  became  a  nuis- 
ance, and  then  Congress  was  to  be  called  upon  to 
distribute  them  to  its  own  members.  When  that 
thousand  sets  become  thus  exhausted,  succeeding 
Congresses  will  think  themselves  unfairly  dealt 
with,  if  tbey  too  are  not  to  get  sets  of  the  same 
books.  They  will  be  told  by  the  publishers  that 
tbey  have  only  to  pass  a  resolution  to  purchase  the 
reserved  copies  in  their  hands,  and  that  is  sure  to 
be  done.  Thus  the  surplus  copies  of  the  publish- 
ers are  sure  to  be  ordered.  Wbat  had  it  cost  Con- 
gress, during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  for  books 
thus  distributed?  Not  less,  he  believed,  than  be- 
tween sixty  and  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

He  asked  who  was  to  be  the  author  of  the  com- 
pilation of  the  Debates  in  Congress,  fVom  the  year 
1789,  and  who  was  to  measure  the  extent  of  the 
work?  Who  could  tell  what  matter  is  either  pub- 
lished or  suppressed  in  the  compilation? 

The  stereotyped  resolution  in  Congress  is,  that 
all  snch  books  as  have  hitherto  been  distributed  to 
members  of  Congress,  shall  be  procured  for  men^ 
bers  who  have  not  received  any;  and  if  any  new 
boobs  are  ordered,  they  are  to  be  included.  Thus 
the  whole  mass  is  kept  moving,  increasing  in  ex- 
penses as  it  progresses. 

A«  to  the  published  Register  of  Debates  by  Gales 
and  Beaton:  he  read  fh>m  the  debates  of  1839  a 
paragraph  sneering  at  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hill 
in  the  Senate;  and  also  another  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Benton  in  the  same  year,  wherein  it  was  stated  in 
conclusion  that  the  Senator  then  **gave  way.*' 

Mr.BBNTON.  Broke  down,  I  suppose.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT  continued.  He  referred  again 
to  allusions  made  to  a  speech  of  Mr.  Hill  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  occu- 
pied between  two  and  three  hour?;  but  is  dismissed 
with  a  sneer  at  his  practice  of  reading  from  co- 
pious notes  prepared  for  his  speeches.  Mr.  W. 
also  referred  to  a  speech  made  by  himself  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  tariff,  in  1898, 
which  had  cost  him  a  vast  deal  of  labor  and  re-, 
search,  and  which,  in  fact,  embodied  the  only  ar- 
guments of  importance  urged  on  his  side  of  the 
question;  yet  he  had  been  unable  to  find  the  slight- 
est reference  to  that  speech  in  Gales  ft  Beaton's 
Register  of  Debates,  althdugh  he  had  furnished  the 
publishers  with  a  corrected  copy  of  it,  in  printed 
form,  to  be  placed  in  its  proper  place. 

If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of^  Congress  that  the 
debates  from  1789  should  be  published,  a  revision 
ought  to  be  made,  and  important  questions  of  con- 
stitutional law  should  be  selected  in  preference  to 
nnimportant  subjects. 

He  produced  tbe  Congressional  Globe  and  Ap- 
pendix for  the  twenty-fourth  Congress,  which  he 
took  as  an  average  of  the  size  of  the  series,  and 
computed  that  the  proceedings  of  each  Congress 
would  make  six  volumes;  so  that  the  republication 
01*  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  would 
make  sixty  volumes.  In  allusion  to  Gales  db 
Beaten^  Regiater  of  Debates  proposed  to  be  re- 
published or  purchased,  and  the  number  of  vol- 
umes necessary  to  give  the  debates  from  1769  to 
1824,  he  calgplated  that  the  whole  could  not,  even 
at  a  moderate  estimate,  be  computed  at  less  than 
100  volumes;  so  that  1,000  sets  would  comprise 
100,000  volumes;  which,  at  tbe  .price  proposed, 
(f  5  per  volume,)  would  amount  to  |500,000. 

Alluding  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  In  reference  to  reports  of  proceedings — 
when  the  matter  published  amounted  to  ten  or 
twelve  columns  dai^^  there  were  necessarily  many 


ioaocuracieSy  inevitable  from  the  fact  of  the  repor- 
ters not  hearing  distinctly  what  is  said,  or  failing 
to  catch  the  ideas  intended  to  be  ccnveyctf;  which 
showed  that  a  republication  of  such  reports,  an- 
tbenticated  by  the  sanction  of  Congress,  would 
present  anything  but  a  correct  and  faithful  regis- 
ter of  what  was  said  and  done.  It  was  obvious, 
then,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  beeome  responsi- 
ble for  such  republications. 

But,  independently  of  all  con^derations  of  de- 
tail, he  would  ask,  was  it,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  proper  to  perFlst  in  pressing  forward  a  bill 
which  most  consnme  the  time  that  ought  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  busineaB  of  the  session  yet  to  be  dis- 
posed of? 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  the  motion  to  postpone 
wonld  prevail.  He  was  utterly  amazed  to  find, 
from  the  calculation  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  that  this  was  a  proposition  to  give  half  a 
million  of  dollats  to  one  company  of  printers,  and 
he  fuppoeed  not  less  than  a  qnarter  of  a  million  to 
another— making  |750,000,  in  all,  chargeable  on 
the  treasury. 

He  wonld  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Retrenchment^  what  would  be  the  aggregate 
amount  deducted  from  the  salaries  of  cflioers  and 
persons  in  the  public  service,  •should  the  amend- 
ment to  tbe  reform  bill  of  the  House  be 'adopted. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  replied,  that  the  reduction  of 
13ft  per  cent,  would  effect  a  saving  of  something 
like  |4 60,000.  The  House  retrenchments  wonld 
probably  make  the  amount  |150,000  more. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  on  this  information,  continued 
his  remarks— the  purport  of  which  was,  to  show 
the  mockery  of  professing  a  zeal  for  retrenchment^ 
in  clippings  from  the  salaries  of  public  servants 
to  the  extent  of  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, while  this  bill  proposed  to  squander  |750,000 
among  four  printers. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that,  when  he  first  saw  this 
bill,  be  felt  considerable  surprise  at  finding  in  it 
ihe  proposition  to  indode  the  publication  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  in  the  vast 
job  contemplated.  This  surprise  led  him  to  make 
some  inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
find — as,  indeed,  from  what  he  knew  of  the  editor 
of  the  Globe,  he  confidently  anticipated— that  he 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  tbe  proposition, 
nor  had  he  any  idea  of  its  being  in  the  bill,  till 
brought  to  his  notice  by  this  debate.  He  (Bfr. 
A  )  had  further  learned  from  the  editor  of  the 
Globe,  that,  so  far  from  approving  this  proposition, 
he  would  not  only  repudiate  any  participation  in 
such  a  proceeding,  but  utterly  denounce,  the  whole 
thing  in  the  editorial  columns  of  his  paper. 

What,  then,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  ask,  coold  have 
been  the  object  of  putting  the  Congressional  Globe 
and  Appendix  in  the  bill  at  all,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Register  of  Debates  and  contract  with 
Gales  ft  Beaton  for  publishing  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  from  1789  to  1834,  but  to  enlist  both 
sides  of  this  chamber  in  favor  of  a  measure  which 
was  to  result  in  the  benefit  of  tbe  organs  cf  both 
parties?  He  was  far  from  imputing  such  motives 
to  any  Senator,  much  less  to  the  estimable  and 
honorable  individuals  composing  the  Librai^  Com- 
mittee; for  he  felt  well  assured  they  originated 
outside  this  Capitol.  But  he  would  ask  those  who 
built  upon  such  foundations,  did  they  imagine  that 
Democratic  Senators  could  be  brought  to  vote 
in  silence  upon  this  bill,  because  it  contained  a 
proposition  to  confer  upon  their  parly  organ 
a  profitable  contract?  If  tbey  did,  tbey  were 
grossly  ignorant  of  tbe  great  principles  which, 
actuated  the  Democracy,  of  which  they  were 
the  delegated  exponents.  Mr.  Allen  here 
denounced,  with  much  energy,  tbe  proposition  to 
include  Blair  A  Rives  in  this  monstrous  job.  He 
also  dwelt  upon  tbe  principles  which  should  actuate 
all  legislation,  with  a  view  of  showing  that,  there 
being  no  necessity  for  these  contracts,  but  that 
arising  out  of  the  cupidity  of  individual  publishers^ 
It  was  a  gross  outrage  on  the  powers  intrusted  to 
Congress  to  legislate  for  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  extreme  gratifi- 
cation at  the  Senator^  intimation  that  the  editor  of 
tbe  Globe  had  so  promptly  denounced  the  intrp- 
duction  of  his  name  into  this  bill.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  in  Justiot  to  that  talented  editor,  thM 
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VbrD  iA  order,  an  amendment  woald  be  made  to 
strike  from  the  bill  the  names  of  Messrs.  Blair  & 
Rivea.     , 

Tbe  qvestioa  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Allch^ 
motion  (o  postpone  tbe  bill  indefinHely»  ftod  result- 
ed in  tbe  negatire— yeas  21,  nays  33,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEA^— Ma«n.  Allen,  Bafby,  Benton,  BuchaiMo,  Calhoon, 
Clvrtgn,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  McDaffie,  McRoberta,  Be* 
TiaS^Htfkuh'brOtaiMteilttttt,  Sturgeon,  Tkppan,  Walker,  Wil- 
o«SyWyi|M)f,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Younc— 21. 

KAy''--)leaan.  Areber,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Chbkts,  Crirtenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Gralrani,  RenderMn, 
HnAtlBffton,  Kerr,  Maogam,  Merricic,  Miiler,  Morahead,  Por- 
te^mith  of  Indiana,  Bpragoe,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridge 

.Afr-  BUCHA](^AN  would  have  been  very  «lad, 
if,  before  this  bill  bad  been  pressed  upon  the  Sen- 
ate, some  report  had  been  prepared,  affording  some 
information  as  to  what  this  measure  was  to  cost. 
Re.  woald  tell  the  Senator  from  Soaih  Carolina 
what  all  this  meant.  It  meant  to  give  the  two 
parly  papers  of  this  city  a  good  fat  job,  out  of 
yrhieh  they  could  clear  |1 00,000  each;  and  also  to 
giy«  members  of  Congress  $500  apiece,  in  the 
shajpe  bJT  books.  That  was  the  foundation  upon 
which  the  whole  thing  was  to  rest. 
.  The  question  at.  last  ie»olved  itself  into  thi?: 
Were  Senators  prepared,  within  five  days  of  the 
dose  of  the  present  Congress,  to  Tote  |100,000  to 
each  of  their  party  editors,  |500  apiece  to  them- 
selves, and  to  harden  the  treasury  with  a  further 
debt  of  half  a  million  of  dollars?  Mr-  B.  proceed- 
ed to  comment  at  large  up«n  the  nature  of  the 
proposition,  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  the  conse- 
4}ueAce8  of  not  having  yielded  to  the  motion  to 
pofitpbne. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
ifpith  instructions  to  anbmit  a  report,  showing  what 
number  of  volumes  of  the  Register  of  Debates  are 
ah^ady  published^  and  for  what  years;  and  what 
number  of  volumes  will  be  required  ro  complete 
the  work,  together  with  the  probable  expense. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said  this  amendment 
would  fall  short  of  the  object  proposed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois.  The  committee  had  no  means  of 
cfitimatiuf  the  number  of  volumes  which  the  work 
Would  require,  and,  consequently,  the  exact  ex- 
pose. The  committee  had  done  all  that  was  in 
alt' power  to  do,  by  stip  dating  that,  wherever  possi- 
ble, the  work  should  be  confined  to  ohc  volume  for 
^Cq  session,  and  each  volume  should  contain  700 
ptf||es.  He  also  stated  the  impression  of  the  com- 
lUlttee  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  pointed  out  that  portion  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  in  which  the  committee 
could  ma  he  tbe  amendment  he  desired.  He  was 
quite  satisfied,  that  if  the  bill  were  recommitted,  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Library  could  obtain  full  infor- 
mation for  the  reporf  required,  by  making  the  in- 
qoiry  of  Blair  db  Rives. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  was  quite  sure  that  no  Senator 
could  be  more  willing  than  he  was  to  approve  of  a 
proposition  (o  collect  and  publish  all  valuable  de- 
bates in  Congress,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Government,  in  a  proper  form,  properly  selected, 
and  brought  forward  at  a  proper  time.  If  a  judi- 
cious selection  of  snch  debates  were  properly  made, 
it  would,  he  conceded,  be  most  valuable.  But  he 
was  opposed  to  the  indiscriminate  republication  of 
ererything  reported;  for  that  would  involve  tbe  ac- 
cumulation of  snch  a  quantity  of  trash,  that  he 
doubted  if  he  would  pay  the  cost  of  transporting  one 
hundred  Tolumes  of  it  to  his  residence. 

Mr.  ARCHER  remarked,  that  the  gentlemen  on 
the  oiber  side  bad  misapprehended  the  course  pur* 
sued  by  tbe  gentlemen  on  his  side.  This  was  the 
la$t  day  of  the  session,  but  one,  on  which  Senate 
bills  could  be  sent  to  the  other  House.  They  had, 
therefore,  abstained  from  debate,  not  because  they 
could  not  justify  the  bill,  but  because  ihey  were  un- 
willing either  to  spepd  time  themselves,  or  to  induce 
others  to  spend  it.  GalesftSeaton  bad  been  se- 
lected as  contractors,  because  they  alone  possessed 
the  necessary  materials  for  compiling  the  work  re- 
quired. And  as  to  expense,  he  considered  the  fears 
of  the  gentleman  had  greatly  exaggerated  all  prob- 
mbility.  If  he  could  have  been  brought  to  view  the 
nutter  in  the  light  in  which  they  viewed  i^  he 
would  hesitate;  but  he  bad  no  such  apprehentions. 
por  mtw,  the  cost,  even  at  a  reduced  amount. 


become  a  charge  on  the  treasury  all  at  once.  The 
publication  would  naturally  extend  through  a  num* 
ber  of  years;  and  the  probability  was,  that  there 
would  be  little  or  np[expenditure  thi^  year. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mc- 
RoBBRT^  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  neg* 
uti^e — yeas  22,  nays  23,  as  follows: 

7EA3->MeaRB.  Allen,  Bairby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  King,  McDuffle,  McRobertSjItmi, 
floTier,  Bmtih  or  Conneetieut.  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  walkvr, 
Wilcoz,  WiUiama,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 29. 

NATS— MeaerB.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bate^  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Conrad,  Dayton,  Bvuns,  Graham,  Henderwn,  Hunt, 
ington,  Kerr,  Maognm,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morahead,  Porter, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  T^Umadge,  While,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 23. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  suggested  that  a  satisfac- 
tory limitation  to  Hbe  expense  might  ht  efifected  by 
striking  out  that  portion  of  the  bill  providinr  for 
the  purchase  of  the  debates  from  1824  to  1837, 
of  which  copies  are  already  extant}  and  limiting 
the  number  of  volumes  to  be  publisbed  from  1789 
to  1824,  to  twelve  volumes;  and  those  from  1837  to 
the  end  of  this  session,  to  seven  volumes. 

Mr.  KING  was  quite  certain  that  Senators  on 
both  sides  were  unprepared  to  give  this  measure 
that  deliberation  which  it  required.  If  brought 
forward  at  a  proper  lime,  some  plan  might  be  ma- 
tured by  which  a  competent  person  could  be  em- 
ployed, in  whom  both  parlies  would  have  confi- 
dence, to  prepare  a  proper  digest,  which  would  be 
intrinsically  more  valuable  than  the  work  now  pro- 
posed to  be  published—- at  a  cost  of  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  the  very  least* 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  with  a  view  of  carrying 
out  his  suggestion,  pointed  out  those  parts  of  tbe 
bill  which  might  be  so  altered  as  to  Insure  his  Ob- 
ject of  brioginf:  the  expense  below  f  100,000. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  an  explanation,  correcting 
some  misconceptions  he  had  of  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  when  he  spoke  before.  He  had  since  ex- 
aminni  it  more  attentively,  and  he  found  it  even 
more  exceptionable  than  he  had  supposed.  He 
found  that  the  publication  required  of  Gales  db 
Seaton,  from  1789  to  1824,  was  to  be  **such  as  in 
the  series  already  publishedj"  that  is,  their  Regis- 
ter of  Debates,  the  unptartiaUly  of  which  he  aad 
tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bskzow]  had  al- 
ready pointed  out.  Sv^ch  faithful  and  impartial 
collections  of  debater  be  did  not  want  to  see  paid 
for  and  authenticated  by  tbe  General  Government 
again. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  explained  the  views  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Library,  which  had  satisfied 
them  that  no  other  persons  were  possessed  of  the 
same  valuable  and  necessary  materials  for  the 
work,  and  that  none  could  sccomplish  it  so  well. 

The  question  next  in  order  was  an  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Tappin,  to  strike  out  Gales  db 
Seaton  and  Blair  &  Rives,  leaving  the  matter  open 
to  competition,  by  advertisement  and  proposals,  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  ?aid  his  object  in  submitting  the 
amendment  was,  to  free  the  bill  from  all  ap- 
pearances or  tendencies  of  a  partisan  character. 
If  Gales  db  Seaton  had  the  only  materials  for  the 
publication,  they  could  of  course  make  the  most 
adrantageous  proposals.  But  he  felt  satisfied  there 
was  as  good  a  collection  of  materials  in  the  Library 
of  Congress,  as  any  Gales  db  Seaton  could  possibly 
possess. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  how  many  volumes 
already  purchased  and  published  were  on  hand. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  said,  in  part.  Congress 
had  been  supplied;  and  with  -regard  to  those  on 
hand,  this  bill  did  not  apply. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  there  was  the  more 
reason  for  recommitting  the  bill.  It  was  a  prop- 
osition to  publish  and  pwrchau.  Why  piircfcats, 
if  there  are  volumes  on  hand?  He  would  tell  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  AacHxal  that  there 
are  seven  volumes  by  Blair  A  Rives,%nd  thirteen 
by  Gales  <&  Seaton,  on  the  hands  of  the  publishers— 
which,  at  f5,  are  to  cost  |1 00,000;  and  that  will 
«  be  a  charge  directly  on  the  treasury.  One  import- 
ant effect  of  advertising  for  proposals  to  contract 
for  tbe  publication,  would  be,  that,  instead  of  hav- 
ing to  pay-|5  per  volume,  the  Government  would 
not  pay  more  than  |2  50. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked,  that,  according  to 


the  computation  of  the  Senator  f^om  I^ew  Toft. 
there  would  be  f  150,000  to  be  paid  to  OWei  d 
Seaton,  and  |50,000  to  Blair  &  Rim,  on  the  ^th 
of  March,  for  those  portions  of  the  pnblications  re- 
quired by  this  bill,  wbieh  those  gentlemen  bai^e  o^ 
hand  ready  for  delivery.  For,  if  eaUi  of  these 
proprietors  haye  1,000  oopiea  of  the  printed  works 
OB  band,  they  caB  be  delivered  on  that  dtty,  aoad 
both  together  Ret  checks  on  the  treasury  afaiotl&t- 
ing  to  ^00,000. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  fbund,  on  examinafjon, 
that  the  debates  during  the  fir^t  session  in  whidi 
he  had  been  in  Congress  formed  four  volnmes  of 
the  standard  size  requnred  by  the  bt!l;  therefore,  he 
took  it  for  granted  that  he  might  assume,  as  a  fair 
average  for  the  whole  terra  from  1789  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  two  volumes  per  session — not  tajring 
account  of  extra  sessions;  so  that,  tbe  period  Mng 
54  years,  108  volumes  would  be  required;  vliteb, 
ftt  |5  each,  would  make,  for  1,000  copies,  0540,- 
000 

This,  then,  was  the  new  harden  to  be 'pot  xnp^m 
an  exhausted  treasury;  and  for  whati  To  enrich 
H  couple  of  editors  of  partisan  newspapers — ^ibe 
most  monstrous  proposition  ever  heard  of  snder 
any  Government.  And  this  propoeition  comes 
from  those  who  prate  so  much  about  retrench- 
ment! But  be  saw,  when  the  matter  was  placed  in 
its  true  light,  an  evident  shrinking — the  gentlemen 
Vere  not  prepared  to  stand  up  to  it.  And  he  could 
tell  them  that,  if  their  bitterest  enemy  wi^re  anx- 
ious to  stimulate  them  to  rush  headlong  npon  their 
own  destruction,  a  more  effectual  mode  of  doing  it 
could  not  be  effected  than  to  urge  them  to  pass 
this  bill.  But  he  and  his  friends  had  a  higher  duty 
to  perform  than  that  of  letting  the  opposite  party 
rain  itself;  they  had  to  do  their  duty  to  the  coun- 
try, and  save  it  ft'om  the  infliction  of  such  a  mon- 
strous outrage. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  beginning,  saw  that 
the  editor  of  the  Globe  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
introduction  of  his  name  into  this  bill.  His  de- 
nunciation of  such  use  of  bis  name  was  ao  more 
than  he  anticipsted!  The  GHote  never  bad  been  a 
participator  in  these  ^ook  jobs.  But  he  would  be 
glad  to  know  how  much  had  been  paid  to  Gates 
db  Beaton  on  such  jobs.  He  would  Teatore  to 
say  that  not  less  than  from  one  to  two  hmidfed 
thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money  had  been  thus 
disprsed  of,  for  the  promotion  of  party  pnrpoces. 

He  hoped  that,  by  this  time,  the  friends  of  this 
bill  had  seen  enough  to  cooTinee  themselves  that 
it  could  not  be  passed.  After  so  many  boors  of 
▼ainiy  attempting  it,  it  was  surely  time  for  them  to 
abandon  their  purpose. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  adverted  to  the  faet  that  tbe 
statutes  of  New  Hampshire  were  published  in  the 
best  style— each  volume  containing  600  pages — at 
f  1  75  per  volume.  Gentlemen  did  not  seem  to  be 
aware  of  the  magnitude  of  tbe  undertaking.  Tliey 
were  about  contracting  for  100,000  volumes— eqaal 
to  tbe  largest  of  the  public  libraries. 

The  question  was  then'  taken  on  Mr.  TiPpia^ 
tfl&endment,  to  leave  the  publication  open  to  eora- 
peftion,  and  resulted  in  the  negative-^yeas  SO, 
nays  99,  as  follows: 

YEA8— Menn.  Allen,  Bagby.  Benton,  Bacbftntn,  Cal\.oiin, 
Cuthbert, -Pulton,  King,  M cVeffiei  McRobartfl,  IUtci|,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  ConnecUcut,  Soifotfo,  'npfn,  Wallcer,  WlUtaini, 
Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Yoaiig>-20. 

NAYS— Measrs.  Archer,  Barrow^  Batev,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Dayton,  Eirans,  Oraham,  Henderaan,  Huntiugton,  Kerr, 
Mangam,  Menidc,  Miller,  Moreheaid,  Porter,  Smith  of  Indiaoa, 
Spragu^,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 22. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  moved  the  several 
amendments  he  bad  proposed,  by  which  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  from  1789  to  1894  wonld  be  limit- 
ed to  twelve;  and  the  debates  already  publi&hed  in 
the  Register  of  Debates,  from  1894  to  1837,  woald 
be  left  out;  the  number  of  volumes  from  1837  to 
1844  t>eing  limited  to  seven. 

These  amendments,  and  all  alterations  of  the 
bill  requisite  in  consequence  of  them^  were  adopted, 
without  any  division  on  the  question. 

By  one  of  these  amendments,  the  Coogressional 
Globe  and  Appendix,  and  the  names  <J  Blair  db 
Rives,  were  stricken  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  *<and 
purchase;**  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  moved  to  strike  oat  <*  1 ,000 
copies,'*  and  inset  t  **300  oopies;'*  aad  on  thii  aao- 
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(fon  be  etlied  for  the  y^as  JiDd  na J8)  f»bieb  were 

«fiieied. 

I^r.  TAPBAN  sopited  ihal  100  woaM  be  more 
than  were  wanfed  fM-  tbe  use  of  ihe  Oenertl  Qov- 

Mr.  MeROBSRTS  accepted  tbe  smegestion,  aad 
made  bis  molioik  to  strike  oat  1,006,  aad  iaserf 

100. 
fhe  qaestion  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 

nesttin^yo*^  1^1  iMys  SI,  as  follow;: 

YBAS^Mem*  AHen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhonn, 

McDuflie,  lIcBobertfl,  Rivofl^  9evieri 

JeoDf  Tappan,  Walker,  Willianw, 

XAin^^'MMn*.  Archer,  Bartow,  Bates,  Benrten,  Choate, 

Grabam,  Hendwaon, 
mier,  Porter,  Smith  of 
Woo<Ibridge~21. 

Mr.  WRIGETT  moved  to  amend  the  third  see- 
tioo,  by  striking  ont  the  words  '*io  be  distribated  in 
sQjcb  mannej  as  Congress  shall  hereafter  diccct;" 
QD  which  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  whieh 
WW  ordered. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  taken,  and 
fttalied  in  the  negatively eas  19,  nays  21,  as  fol- 
Ipwb: 

TEAS— MdflflTs.  Allen,  Bagby.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Caihbect,  Fnlton,  King,  HcDeflM,  McRobene,  RiireH,  Sefler, 
^gdih  o(  CooDoctlcut,  ekuimon,  Tappan,  Wauer,  WilUmus 
Woodbury,  and  Wright— 19. 

I^aVB— MaannB.  Archer,  brrow,  Batea,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Cliaiad,  OritiendiBD,  Dayton,  Evana,  Grahaoi,  Henderson,  Kerr, 
Ml^ggUBo,MetTiek,  jiiUer,  Pprter,  BmUi  of  Indiana,  Tallnadge, 
WUiB,  and  Woodbri(]gd-2l. 

Mr-  TAPPAN  moved  a  proviso,  that  the  dif- 
(ribation  of  such  copies  shall  not  be  made  by  this 
Bar  any  future  Congress;  on  which  the  yeas  and 
nnys  were  called  for,  and  ordered* 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  this  amendment, 
aad  decided  in  the  affirmaiive-^jreas  26*  nays  11, 
IS  follows: 

VBAS— Meean  Allen,  Archer.  Bagby,  Benloo,  Buotaaoao, 
Cilhoiin,  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Graham,  Hen* 
duvon.  King,  McDuffie.  McRobertci,  Mangum,  RiFea,  Sevier, 
euJih  of  OonnaeUcot,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Storgeon,  Tappan, 
Wail[er«-WkUiam8,  Woodbury,  and  Wright— 26. 

KAYS— Meaara.  Bates,  Berrien.  Choate,  Dayton,  Evana, 
Kerr,  Kerrick,  Miller,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbrtdge— 11. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  moved  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn.  On  this  question  he  called  for  the 
yeas  itnd  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  Senate  refused  to  adjourn**ayes  14,  noes 

21.  - 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  insert  a  proTiso, .  that, 
'^before  any  contract  or  agreement  made  under  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  and  entered  into,  shall  he 
trinding,  sncb  contract  shall  be  reported  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress;  and,  ni^less  appro ved^f  by 
Aem,  shall  not  be  valid.'*  On  this  question  he 
called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or* 
toed* 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken '  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  19,  nays 
88.  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaara.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoon, 
Cothbert,  Fnlton,  King,  McDoflle,  McRoberta,  Rlyea,  Sevier, 
Bnithof  GonneciicutfUturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  WttUama^ 
Woodbury,  aad  Wright— 19. 

NAXS— Meaan.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Conrad,  CMttenden.  I>ayioo,  Emni^  Graham,  Hen- 
dmoo,  HontinipM),  Kerr.  Mangiim,  Merrick,  Miller,  Porter, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge-82. 

Some^Terbal  saaeiidmeBts  were  made  at  the  angges- 
iion  of  Messrs.  KlNQand  HBNDERSON,  render^ 
ed  necessary  m  conseqaeaee  of  the  nanies  of  Blair 
A  Rives  having  been  stricken  out. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  moved  .to  strike  out  tbe  words 
' Wh  as  are  contained  in  that  pertion  of  the  se- 
ries already  nablishedJ' 

Tbe  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WRIORT  next  moved  to  strike  out  the 
4ih  section,  which  was  that  making  (be  appropria- 
tion for  carrying  out  the  proposition. 

On  this  motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
vbieh  were  ordered,  and  resnltcd-^yeas  19,  nays 
33,  as  follows: 


Weodbwy.  and  Wright- 19. 

NaYB— Meeact.  Aieher,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Ohiate,  ClaiybMi,  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Dayton  Evania  Gra- 
haa^  Hendemn,  Huntipgloo,  Kerr,  Mangum.  Merrick,  Miller, 
Porter,  Smith    of  Ipduioa,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Wood- 

lAr .  XAFFAM  nu^ed  to  strike  ont  the  wor^s 
'*Msa  A  ttntloih"  snA  insert  f^aome  snitibld 


person  willing  to  contract,*'  dkc.  He  asked  the 
gentlemen  opposite  what  confidenoe  they  would 
bafe  in  the  impartiality  of  Blair  4b  Rives,  in  se- 
lecting materials  for  such  a  publication?  And  if 
they  would  not  be  willing  to  intrust  them,  how 
eoald  they  ask  the  Democratic  party  to  have  confi- 
dence in  the  impartiality  of  Qales  db  Beaton. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDQE  said,  possibly  tbe  objection 
might  have  some  weight,  if  the  proposition  was  for 
Qales  4b  Beaton  to  write  speeches  and  debates  for 
pablieation;  but  tbe  contract  was  to  be  simply  for 
republishing  speeches  and  debates  already  pub- 
lished. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  no  disposition  to  cast 
any  imputation  on  Qales  db  Beaton's  integrity;  nor 
did  he  imagine  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had.  By 
an  arbitrary  rule,  just  adc^pted  at  the  instance  of 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Hemdbbson,] 
the  debates  from  1789  to  18S4  were  to  be  eom- 
pressed  into  IS  volumes;  and  tbe  power  to  select, 
compress,  and  cut  down  these  debates,  was  to  be 
given  to  Qales  A  Seaton.  Now,  if  he  (Mr.  B.) 
was  in  the  present  majority,  he  would  not^ — ^at  least 
he  thought  he  could  nol^persnade  his  friends  to 
choose  Blair  db  Rives  for  execuiing  such  a  task. 
Such  a  man  as  Jared  Sparks  would  be  a  proper 
person  to  make  tbe  compendium;  for,  notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  said,  he  considered  Jared 
Sparks  an  honest  man.  [The  French  map  being 
skentionedj  Ay,  notwithstanding  the  French  map. 

Mr.  BBNTON.    That  msp  killed  him,  sir. 

lir.  CRI'^TBNDEN  pointed  out  a  few  reasons 
whieh  induced  him  and  his  friends  to  prefer  Qales 
dk  Seaton  to  mny  one  that  could  be  selected.  They 
alone  possessed  tbe  materials  for  the  compilation. 

Mr.  B&NTON  remarked  that  be  could  find,  in 
tbe  Library  of  Congress,  abundanee  of  materials 
for  the  compilation;  and,  he  would  venture  to  say, 
far  better  than  Qales  db  Seaten  could  possibly  have. 

Mr.  CRIITBNDBN  had  no  doubt  the  Senator 
80  believed;  but  he  was  equally  certain  he  was  mis- 
taken. Mr.  C.  then  passed  a  warm  entoginm  on 
Mr.  Qales,  and  concluded  by  declaring  he  did  not 
know  a  man  to  well  qualified  for  the  task  in  every 
particular. 

Mr.  BIFCHANAN  disclaimed  any  imputation 
inconsistent  witkt  the  highest  respect  for  Ghtles  db 
Seaton.  What  he  said,  and  intended  to  say,  was, 
that  no  party  editors  should  have  the  compilation; 
for,  unless  a  person,  so  associated  with  party,  were 
an  angel,  he  could  not  divest  himself  of  some  plre- 
jndice  likely  to  operate  unconsciously.  Without 
knowing  it,  he  would  necessarily  find  himself  giv- 
ing preference  to  the  speeches  of  his  own  party,  or 
overestimating  their  value,  and  underestimating 
those  of  the  opposite  party. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  (if  he  understood  the  Sen- 
ator) suppose  he  would  hardly  intrust  this  publi- 
cation to  any  but  an  angel.  Now,  if  the  Senator 
can  get  an  angel  to  turn  editor,  he  was  ready  to 
give  him  the  preference  over  Qales  db  Seaton;  but, 
ae'ttie  work  must  in  reality  be  done  by  mortal 
man,  and  not  by  angels,  he  would  sooner  take 
Qales  db  Seaton  than  others,  when  all  must  have 
some  political  feeling  in  a  country  lifae  this,  and  no 
one  else  had  equal  abilities  and  materials  for  per- 
forming the  task. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  knew  the  Senator  had  a 
great  deal  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness  in  his 
compoeSlion,  but  he  did  not  suppose  it  would  carry 
him  so  far  as  to  say  that  Nicholas  Biddle  would 
be  an  impartial  person  to  choose  for  selecting  mate- 
riafe  for  tbe  history  of  tbe  United  States  Bank. 
And  as  to  angels,  he  could  hardly  persuade 
himself  that  the  Senator  would  prefer  them  to 
Qales  db  Seaton  as  editors  of  this  work. 

Mr.  BKNTON  now  produced  and  referred  to 
numerous  large  volumes  of  newspapers  from  the 
Library  of  Congress,  containing  a  continuous  series 
of  debates  from  1789  to  ifcre  late  war;  from  which 
he  showed  that  debates  were  reported  in  full,  and 
in  the  hisndsDmest  style. 

Mr.  SBVIBR  a^ked  the  Senator  to  give  way  for 
a  motion  to  adjourn.^ 

Mr.  BENTON  said  there  was  no  occasion.    He 
was  quite  fresh  and  vigorous:,  and  had  just  waked 
up  from  the  sofa,  where  he  had  recruited  himself 
for  diis  nighi^  work.     He  meant  first  to  prove  I 
that  others  could  perform  this  task  quite  as  well,  if  || 


not  better,  than  Qales  db  Seaton.  Tbe  messengers 
were  bringing  him  in  ihe  folios  as  qniek  as  they 
could,  and  had  yet  a  cartload  in  reserve. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  an  adjournment;  and  on 
this  question  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays;  whic6 
were  ordered;  and 

The  Senate  refused  to  adjourn — jeas  19,  naysfl. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  proceeded  to  turn  over  the 
debates  in  the  folios  of  newspapers  befbre  him, 
commenting  on  them  as  he  proceeded.  While  do- 
ing so,  some  laughter  occurred;  upon  wlrfeh  he  said 
this  bill  was  not  a  subject  fer  joking,  it  was  too 
abominable  for  that — ^tt  was  damnable.  He  could 
tell  gentlemen  it  would  and  should  be  fought 
against,  if  every  day  and  night,  without  intermis- 
sion, till  the  4th  of  Mareh,  was  to  be  spent  in  tbe 
contest.  It  should  go  abroad  in  every  direetlonv 
and  to  the  most  remote  recesses  of  the  Utnon,  tbat 
the  public  business  had  been  entirely  superseded  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session  of  this  expiring  Cna- 
gress,  to  enable  gentlemen  frons  ^ho)»  hands  fho 
power  they  had  so  much  abased  was  departing,  to 
pension  their  partisan  prees.  Mr.  B.  spoke  with 
great  energy  and  effect  for  more  thBO  JiltK  AO  hour, 
pointing  out  aU  the  iniquiiies  of  thie  proposition. 

The  question  wa«  then  taken  on  Mr.  Tappam^s 

amendment  to  strikeout  *<QAle8db  Seaion"  andin- 

asrt  a  ''avitable  pereon,"  dbc;  andijfciiijed  in.  tbn 

negative — yeas  16,  nays  19,  as  folk>WF: 

YEA8^llesai«._Allen,  Bagb/,  Benton,  JPcMhaeani^OallniBn, 

'Cqnojwtiqiit,afi 
.and  rouog-T&< 


hT,  Banton, 
rSer.  Soahh, 


Fulton,  King,  McRol)ert%  Bevie'ri  Soahh,  of  CqQnMtiqiit,3^w» 
pan,  Wilcox,  Williama,  Woodliaiy,  Wright,  .and  touoa--r&<f 

NATS— Meaira.  Archer.  Barrow,  Berrien,  Clayton,  Cri|#n< 
den,  Dayton,  Brana,  Qrabaro,  Hendemsi,  HMttrtDftoK  KiqTr, 
Mangum,  Stiller,  Mocehead,  PoiMir,  Smkh  .qrlAdiaiia,BPl9iaP<^ 
TiUm«dge,and  Woodbrid^e— 19. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that  the  Senate  having 
been  eight  hours  in  session,  it  was  now  time  4o  ad- 
journ. He,  therefore,  moved  an  adjournment,  and 
called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  Senate  again  refused  to  hdjoum^yeas  16, 
nays  90,  as  follows:  , 

YEAS— Meeaera.  Allen,  Ba^by,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Oalhoottt 
Fuiton,King,  McBoberts.  flevier,  BmUh,  of  GonnsBttnim  jto« 
pan,  Wilcox,  Wiltianu,  Woodbury,  Wric^^.andl^mg-^o« 

NAY8— Meaera.  Arcber,  Barrow,  Baiea,  B.eiiiBrL  C\»jxfint 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Henderaon,  Huotinatop, 
Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead.  Porter,  9miih  of  Iq^j^oa^ 
Sps^oe,  'nillmadge,  and  Woodbxidgo— 90. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  *'|5  per  vnlnme,*'and  insert  "f3  per  volume.** 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  na3rs  wi»ce  called 
for,  and  prdered;  and  resulted^yeas  lC,nAys|^t 
as  follows:. 

YEAS—Meaars.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan.  Calboanl 
Folton,  King,  McRoberta.  Serier,  Smith  Of  Connecdcut,  Tap* 
pan,  Wilcox,  WiUiame,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— IOl 

NAYS— Meaen.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea,  Berrien,  CJaytop, 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Kvana,  Graham,  Henderson.  Hunttnjton, 
Kerr,  Mar«um,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Smith  of  Indiatia, 
apraguei^dlmadge,  and  Woodbiidge— 20. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  next  moved  to  amend  thtf 
4th  section,  by  making  the  a^ropriation  only  ex- 
tend to  the  present  year,  leaving  each  sueceedinp^ 
year  to  be  appropiiated  for  in  the  ordinary  appro- 
priation bills. 

On  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were  call- 
ed for,  and  orlered;  and  re^ulte^--yeas  l€,oays  90, 
as  tollowf ! 

YEAS— MeoBTs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Conrad, 
Fulton,  King,  McRoberifi,  Sevier,  Smith  of  ConnecUcii,  Tap- 
pan,  Wilcox,  Wlltiama,  Woodbury,  Wright,  andYoonc— 16. 
^f  AYS— Meaara.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea.  Berrien,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evana,  Graham,  Ilenaerson,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller.  Morehead,  Porter,  Smith  of  Induma, 
Spngm,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbrldge— S)0. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  there  was  one  part  of  the 
bHI  which  admitted  of  amendment  as  long  as  a 
figure  of  it  held  together— be  meant  the  proposition 
of  paying  for  1,000  copies.  He  had  a  great  many 
amendments  to  offer  on  that  point;  and  to  irive  him- 
self latitude  enough,  he  would  begin  with  a  rise  of 
50  copies  over  the  rejected  number  moved  as  a  sub- 
stitute by  the  Seoaior  from  Illinois;  andsogoiog  on, 
50  at  a  time,  till  he  could  get  some  of  his  amend- 
ments to  stick.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the  stars 
now  beaming  in  on  the  wiodows,  would  give  way 
to  the  rising  sun  befbre  they  were  all  got  throoeh.  " 
He  wouh)  begin  with  150  He  therefore  moved 
to  strike  ont  1,000,  and  insert  150;  and  on  this  mo- 
tion required  the  yeas  and  nays.  It  would  be  a 
good  day^  work  to  fave  the  country  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  in  one  day;  and  it  made  bimqoiie 
fresh  and  vigorous  to  think  of  it.    He  felt  that  he 
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could  hold  001  a  coaple  of  days  and  nights,  with- 
out sleeping  or  eating,  to  effect  so  mneh  good.  His 
tnends  had  been  now  nine  hoars  battling  the  mon- 
ster, and  he  would  try  his  hand  for  nine  hoars 
aiore.  The  Senator  from  Kentacky  had  made  a 
Very  aeearate  calcalation  the  other  day,  that  40  or 
50  hills  might  have  been  passed  in  the  two  hoars 
which  had  been  deToted  to  Sir  Robert  PeePs  eon- 
straotion  of  the  treaty;  and,  by  the  same  rale,  the 
Aine  hours  lost  in  persevering  with  this^blll,  might 
have  enabled  the  Senate  to  pass  300  bills  awaiting 
the  action  of  Congress.  All  this  was  to  fasten  on 
the  ireasnry  this  great  printing  job  for  a  partisan 
press. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
snbstitate  150  for  1,000,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 17,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

TEaB— MMsm  Allea,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buthaoao,  Calboun, 
Fulton,  King,  McRoberia,  Beinar,  Smith  of  Couoeclicul,  Tftp- 
pan,  Walker,  Wilcox,  Willume,  Woodburj,  Wright,  end 
Young— 17. 

NAYS— Meeera.  Archer,  Barrow,  BatM,  Berrien.  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evanik  Graham,  Heodereon,  Huntington, 
Kerr,  fifancum,  Miller,  MoreheaU,  Porter,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Spngne,  tallmadge,  and  Woodbrioge— 20. 

Mr  WAITER  moved  to  lay  the  the  bill  upon 
the  table;  and,  on  this  motion,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  wa«  then  taken  on, his  motion,  and 
decided  in  tlie  negative — ^yeas  16,<nay8  91,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YBAS— MeaMTB.  Allan,  Bagby,  Benton,  Bochanan,  Fulton, 
King,  McRoberte,  Serier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tapnan, 
Wdker,  Wilcox,  WiUiams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young 

NAQ8— Meaera.  Archer,  Bairow,  Batea,  Berrien,  Clayton, 
ConradiCritienden,  Dayton,  E?  ana,  Graham,  Bendereon,  Hunt* 
Inglon,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Smith  of 
Inidfana,  Spragoe,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridgo— 31. 

Mr.  BENTON  next  moved  to  strike  oat  1,000, 
and  insert  200;  and  on  this  be  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  was  then  uken  on  the  amendment, 
and  resulted  in  the  negative— yeas  16,  nays  18,  as 
follows: 


NAYS— Meeen.  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Clayton,  Coniad, 
Crittenden,  Dayton.  Bf  ana,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man* 
gam,  Morahead,  Porter,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tall* 
madge,  and  Woodbridge— 18. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  to  strike  oat  1,000,  and 
inaert  950.     ■ 

Mr.  KINQ  coald  see  no  reason  why  either  1,000 
or  950  copies  shoald  be  specified.  It  was  perfectly 
dear  that  the  object  was  to  sabecribe  for  that  nnm- 
ber  of  copies  not  wanted,  merely  to  pat  that  much 
money  in  the  pockets  of  the  contractors'.  He  had 
twen  present  at  the  conclnsion  of  many  sessions, 
bot  had  never  seen  anything  so  exceptionable  as 
this.  The  books  were  not  wanted— certainly  not 
to  the  extent  of  even  950.  The  Senator  is  very  adroit, 
bat  he  cannot  escape.  [Mr.  Buton:  be  eanU  escape.] 
He  bad  been  desiroas  of  diresting  the  bill  of  itsparii- 
san  character,  bat  the  proposition  was  rejected.  He 
believed  the  people  woald  cry  oat  shame,  as  a 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  the  other  day,  on  another 
snbjeet,  applied  to  the  Senators  on  this  side. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  observed,  that  had 
the  people  of  this  conntry  not  been  exceedingly 
eredoloas,  the  Whig  party  would  not  have  had  the 
opportaniiy  this  day  to  draw  fh>m  the  treasury 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  be  givjsn  to  their 
political  friends;  but  what  he  rose  for  was,  to  ad- 
jure the  Senate  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  private 
bills  for  the  relief  of  destitute  and  deserving  claim- 
ants. 

Mr.  BENTON  had  listened  with  pleasure  to  the 
appeal  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  upon  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  to  give  the  data  upon  which 
they  claimed  1,000  or  950. 

In  the  Arabian  Nights  EntertainmeBts  there  were 
1,001  storie^  but  no  reason  was  rendered  for  that 
particular  number,  neither  could  gentlemen  gire 
a  reason.  He  professed  to  be  a  reasonable  man, 
and  he  wanted  the  reason  in  this  ease.  As  the 
proposition  now  stood,  there  was  not  the  semblance 
of  a  reason  why  the  number  should  be  950.  The 
British  Parliament  introduced  a  sliding  scale  of 
daties-— perhaps  the  Senator  from  Georgia  would 
consent  to  a  sliding  vote  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  stated  that  his  object  was  to 


counteract  a  purpose  that  was  avowed  for  delay. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  given  notice  that 
be  woald  begin  with  150;  and,  that  failing,  would  ^ 
rise  progressively  50  at  a  time;  and,  therefore,  he  * 
(Mr.  B.)  proposed  a  motion  to  substitute  950.  He 
proceeded  to  argue  that  it  was  the  opposite  side 
which  was  obstructing  the  public  bosiness. 

Mr.  ALLEN  complimented  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  upon  the  fair,  frank,  and  manly  manner 
in  which  he  had  placed  the  issne  of  responsibility. 
The  qaestion  then  was.  How  came  this  bill  upl 
.  It  was  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  in  this  body — oot 
of  its  order  en  the  calendar-— and  by  a  motion  to 
lay  aside  all  previous  orders  to  give  it  a  preference. 
The  Senate  was  asked  to  swallow  this  bill  with  all 
its  enormities.  But  it  shoald  be  resisted  by  motion 
after  motion  till  twelve  o^clock  at  night  on  the  3d  of 
March.  And  one  motion  he  would  make  would  be 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  with  a  view  of  taking  op  the 
retrenchment  bill;  and  then,  if  gentlemen  voted 
down  that  motion,  let  both  parties  go  before  the 
country  with  those  two  bills  in  their  hands.  And 
all  the  real  necessity  of  this  bill  was  to  give  a  party 
printer  an  enormous  job  The  Senator  said  a  good 
deal  about  the  rights  of  the  majority.  AU  this 
was  every  good;  but  the  majority  had  no  right  to 
disfranchise  the  minority. 

Mr.  WALEJSE  called  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  calendar  of  13th  February,  to  show  that 
this  bill  was  not  reported  to  the  Senate  on  that  day. 
He  asked,  when  was  it  reported  to  the  Senate? 

The  CHAIR  answered,  on  the  I6th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Mr.  WALKER,  in  continuation,  said  the  nam- 
ber  of  the  bill  was  198;  and  he  •found  only  five 
other  bills  of  later  numbers.  How,  then,  did  it 
happen  that  this  bill  should  be  taken  up  in  prefer- 
ence to  any  previous  bills  on  the  calendarl  Was 
it  for  a  public  necessity,  or  a  private  necessityl 
Was  the  emergency  that  of  the  country,  or  that  of 
an  individual?  It  was  one  of  a  grossly  partisan 
character. 

This  was  a  question  on  which  he  was  ready  to 
go  before  the  country,  and  vindicate  the  stand  the 
Democracy  had  made.  If  this  bill  had  been 
reached  in  its  regular  order,  there  might  hare  been 
some  little  pretext  for  maintaining  its  place.  Would 
any  Senator  deny  that  there  were  many  bills  on 
the  calendar  of  vastly  more  interest  than  this  bill 
to  provide  for  a  partisan  printer? 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked,  when  had  this  subject 
been  introduced,  and  how? 

The  CHAIR  said,  by  resolution,  on  the  15ih  of 
February. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  asked  what  public  in- 
terest required  that  all  other  business  should  be  sac- 
rificed for  this  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  pointed  to  the  im- 
propriety of  the  course  now  pursued  by  the  friends 
of  this  bill,  as  the  strongest  proof  that  it  wss  they 
who  should  bear  the  responsibility  of  the  obstruc- 
tion which  this  discussion  had  occasioned.  He 
moved  to  postpone  the  bill,  with  a  view  of  taking 
up  the  pension  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Bnaninr^s 
motion  to  substitute  950  for  1,000. 

Mr.  BAQBY  characierixed  the  course  pursued 
by  the  majority  en  this  bill  as  the  most  extraordi- 
nary that  he  had  ever  witnessed  on  this  floor.  In 
all  measures,  two  questions  were  to  be  considered: 
first,  whether  a  proposition  was  necessary;  and, 
next,  whether  there  were  means  to  carry  it  out. 
Here  was  a  case  wholly  destitute  of  those  requi- 
sites. 

This  bUl  ought  to  be  called  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
certain  partisan  editors;  and,  in  justification  of  that 
title,  gentlemen  had  refused  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment that  this  work  should  be  confided  to  a  ''suit- 
able person.*' 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  moved  to  postpone 
the  bill  till  Wednesday,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows  of  revolutionary  sol- 
diers. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  asked  whether  the  National 
Intelligencer  was  not  the  organ  of  the  administra- 
tions of  Mr.  Jeffeison,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr. 
Monroe? 


Blr.  BAGBY  said  he  believed  that,  as  long  an 
the  editors  could  make  money  out  of  the  admiaia- 
trations  alluded  to,  they  were;  but,  the  nsoment 
they  found  they  could  mske  more  by  the  oppociie 
party,  they  went  orer  to  it,  and  have  so  continued 
CTer  since. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  said  lie  underatood  they  wen 
the  organs — and  the  confidential  organs— of  the  ad- 
ministration during  the  war;  and  that  ibey  stood 
by  Ur.  MadL^on  on  the  bank  question. 

Mr.  BAGBY  asked  this  question:  If  the  Senale 
was  prcpartrd  to  confide  the  history  of  Jeffienon, 
Madison,  Monroe,  and  Washington,  to  persons  who 
had  shown  themselves  opposfd  to  the  prinoiplesof 
these  great  men?  Would  it  be  proper  to  confide 
the  parliamentary  and  constitutional  history  of  the 
conntry  to  the  opponents  of  the  principles  of  Jef- 
ferson, Madison,  Monroe,  and  Wssh&gton?  He 
would  not  go  to  a  prejudiced  jury,  nor  to  a  preju- 
diced author,  for  an  impartial  verdict  or  a  history. 
He  wanted  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth.  He  did  not  ask  for  a  Democratic 
author  to  compile  such  a  work,  and  God  forbid  he 
should  ask  for  a  Whig  author. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  ref- 
erence to  a  collateral  issue  made  by  the  Senator 
trom  Georgia.  It  was,  as  to  who  and  what  pnrty 
should  bear  the  responsibility  of  delaying  the  pab- 
lie  business.  Gentlemen  bad  talked  i>f  the  rv^ts 
of  the  msjority;  and  he  had  also  a  fetr  words  to 
say  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the  minority.  That 
minority  has  a  constituency  at  home,  whose  inter- 
ests it  is  their  duty  to  take  care  of.  Now,  by  the 
vigorous  resistance  made  by  the  minority  tci-day, 
the  constituency  of  all  bad  been  saved  |90O,O00. 
That  was  not  a  bad  dsy's  work.  It  was  worth 
contending  for.  It  is  pressed  as  the  most  import- 
ant bill  on  the  calendar.  Was  not  the-minoritj 
entitled  to  form  its  own  opinion  on  that  poin^ 
There  are  bot  five  bills  on  the  calendar  later  than 
this.  The  present  bill  is  138.  Of  the  other  five, 
two  have  been  passed.  A  third  is  a  private  biU; 
and  the  last  is  a  proposition  to  give  lands  to  the 
States  for  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind.  And  now, 
because  a  bill,  which  is  narrowed  down  to  a  profit- 
able job  to  partisan  printers,  is  opposed,  the  minor- 
ity is  to  be  chargeable  with  obstructing  the  pnblic 
business,  by  resisting  it !  This  was  an  issue  opon 
which  he  was  perfectly  ready  and  willing  to  go  be- 
fore the  country. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  said,  if  he  coukl  have  fore- 
seen what  the  minority  now  considerc4  their  duty 
and  their  right,  he  should  have  had  no  pan  in 
bringing  forward  this  bill.  It  has  become  simply 
a  question  whether  the  majority  can  pass  a  bilL 
Are  they  to  yield  up  their  judgment,  and  become 
as  if  they  were  the  minority?  Could  he  huTo  fore- 
seen this  delay  of  the  public  business  on  the 
calendar,  he  would  much  sooner  have  foregone  the 
bill;  but,  when  it  now  assumes  the  position,  wheth- 
er the  majority  is  to  surrender  up  its  rights,  be 
could  not  entertain  the  idea  of  msikiog  any  aacri- 
fice. 

Mr.  BAGBY  moTed  an  adjournment;  on  which 
motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  Senate  refused  to  adjourn— yeas  16,  naya 
18,  as  follows: 


Allen,  Bagby,  B«niOD,  liacluuMii,Caihoam 
Fulton,  King.  McRoberta,  BeTier,'BiDfth  of  Coimactic«t,^!7a|. 
ker,  WilcQz,  Williama,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Toang^l^ 

KAY8— Mwara.  Barrow,  Bataa,  Berrlo).  Dajton,  Ermoa, 
Orabam,.  Hendaraoni  Huntington,  Kerr,  vangam.  Miliar, 
Morehead,  Porter,  Simmona,  Bmhh  of  udiaQa,  TaUnadcai 
and  Woodbridge-18. 

The  pending  question  was  to  postpone  this  bfli 
till  Wednesday,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  the 
bill  for  extending  the  five  year  pension  law  for  the 
widows  of  the  revolutionary  soldiers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  sUted  that,  upon  every  prin- 
ciple of  du^  and  feeling,  he  felt  bound  to  TOte  for 
this  postponement,  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows  of  the  revolutionary  soldiers  might  be 
taken  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  till  Wednesday,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  16,  nays  17,  a»  follows: 

TEAS— Meanra.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Galboao, 
Fuhon,  King,  McRoberta,  Berier,  Smith  of  CooDeeiicQt,  ^TaJ. 
ker.  Wilcox,  WllUame,  Woodbury.  Wright,  and  Toui«~I6. 

N AY»~Me««.  Baj^w,  Bataa,  BwitaiH  CriMotenbeytaii, 
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EviM,  GnUkftin,  Hendenon,  Karr,  MaDgmnf  Miller,  Morehmd, 
FWtor,  SimiiioiM,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  and  Woad- 
biidia--17.  « 

Mr.  BEYiSR  said  he  had  hitherto  abstaiDed 
from  taking  part  in  die  debate;  and  it  was  not  his 
porpoae  bow  to  eonsame  mnch  time,  hot  merely  to 
maik,  as  it  was  his  habit  to  do»  ever j thing  which 
oeeorred  in  the  nature  of  a  party  morement.  About 
this  time  iwo  years  ago,  the  Senate  was  engaged, 
according  to  its  nsoal  praciiee,  in  electiog  a  printer; 
and  the  minority  on  that  occasion  being  the  party 
which  now  forms  the  majority,  did  not  think  it  unbe- 
comiDg  to  contend|antil  a  very  late  hour,  ajid  then, 
finding  that  tbeir  opposition  was  likely  to  benasne- 
cessfalytp  leave  the  Senate  withont  a  qaornm.  And 
heoonld  mention  some  other  instances  where  an  ex- 
ample iiad  been  set  by  gentlemen  opposite,  (then  in 
a  minonty,)  which,  if  followed  now,  would  ena- 
ble the  mmonty  to  contend  succe^nUy.  He 
perceived,  ^  however,  that  bis  friends  opposite  had 
changed  their  views,  and  were  now  of  the  belief  that 
itwaathe  duty  of  the  minority  not  only  to  stand 
their  ground,  but  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
majority  without  resistance. 

Tesy  you  cut  and  ran,  but  we  have  not  followed 
your  illustrions  eiample;  and,  besides,  we  might, 
by  following  your  example  In  another  instance, 
eave  ourselves  the  trouble  of  offering  resistance 
now.  A ,  contract  was  made,  and  bonds  entered 
mtowith'a  public  printer;  and  yet  you  did  not 
scrapie  to  brirak  that  contract,  and  give  the  print- 
ing to  another;  and  now,  when,  according  to  the 
coume  of  human  eyents,  you  find  your  power 
almost  at  an  end— when  you  find  yourselves  on 
your  deaih«bed — when  yon  are  about 'breathing 
your  last— already  enveloped  in  your  shrouds— I 
will  not  say,  as  was  said  by  the  former  distinguish- 
ed Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  reference  to  his 
political  opponents — ^that  you  are  about  to  enter 
the  earl  with  ropes  about  your  necks — you  are  dis- 
posed to  bequeath  a  sort  of  legacy  to  these  same 
printers,  for  whose  bencfityou  broke  the  contract  with 
Blmr  db  Rives;  and  I  confess  they  richly  deserve  such 
a  bequest  at  your  hands,  for  they  have  managed 
your  cause  with  ability;  they  have  given  you  power 
and  responsibility  for  a  time;  they  have  made  you 
what  you  are;  and  you  would  be  an  ungrateful  set  ^ 
of  fellows  if  you  refused  to  reward  them.  I  am ' 
•sarprised  that  you  gave  up  the  |300,000,  and 
agreed  to  make  the  donation  only  |60,000.  I 
would  have  gone  to  the  whole  extent,  and  not  abated 
a  dollar.  Mow,  uMwiihstanding  the  notable  exam-- 
pks  you  have  set  us,  we  do  not  intend  to  run  away; 
we  will  sit  in  our  places  until  the  hand  of  the  dock 
points  to  the  hour  of  twelve;  and  we  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently rewarded  for  holding  out  a  few  hours  longer, 
'if  we  shall  succeed  in  preventing  this  job  by  (which 
you  would  be  the  beuer  enabled  to  carry  on  the 
war  against  us)  from  being  effected. 

Mr.  GRITTRNDEN  entertained  a  sincere  re- 
gard for  the  Senator  who  had  just  sat  down,  and, 
knowing  it  was  contrary  to  his  usual  habit,  he 
felt  at  a  loss  to  know  why  he  had  indulged  in  that 
coarse  of  personal  asperity,  cakulated  to  effect 
nothing  but  angry  feelings.  What  argument  was 
there*  Ui.  such  taunts  as,  ''you  are  on  the  last 
gupn — ^"going  to  your  death*'— and  the  Senator  - 
•  CQukl  haray  forbear  saying,  ^*like  criminals  in 
carts  with  ropes  about  your  n^cks.'* 

*  Mr.  fflSVIER  interposed  to  state  that  what  he 
had  said  was,  that  he  would  not  apply  to  the  Whigs 
the  epithets  of  Mr.  Clay  to  the  Democratic  party 
when  going  out  of  power,  that  they  were  like  orim- 
inals  going  to  tbeir  deaths  with  ropes  about  their 
-  necks. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked,  was  it  magnani- 
noiu  to  make  even  tbiaallusion  to  a  great  man, 
now  in  private  life,  who  had  once  been  the  grace 
and  ornament  of  this  hall. 

Mr.  SEVIER  disclaimed  any  unparliamentary 
use  <ff  that  Senator's  language. 

Mr.  CRITTENDBIC  did  not  really  know  upon 
what  grounds  gentlemen  assumed  the  despotic 
taunts  which  they  were  so  liberal  in  throwing  out 
against  the  party  now  in  power.  He  rather 
thought  they  wouM  find  their  anticipations  ground- 
'  le». 

As  to  die  oour^  pursued  by  his  friends  when  in 
the  minority,  he  would  ask,  Was  it  not  better  to 


quit  the  hail,  than  to  try  to  defeat  tbe  will  of  the 
majority  by  mere  brute  lorce9 

Since  it  had  come  to  a  mere  question  of  physical 
endurance,  and  the  gentlemen  opposite  h^d  fully 
proved  their  capacity  for  defeating  the  rights  of  the 
majority,  he  would,  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  con- 
-test,  moye  to  go  into  executive  session. 

Mr.TALLMADQB  hoped  not:  his  motto  was^ 
"Never  say  die." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  for  and  or- 
dered on  the  motion  to  go  into  executive  session; 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18, 
nays  15,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Maatn.  Allen,  Ba«(bv,  Benton,  Bachanan,  Calhoun, 
Crittendan,  Fulton,  Graham,  King,  McRobens,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Wallcer,  Wilcox,  Williama,  Woodbury, 
WiigbL  and  Young— 1& 

NAYS—MeaarB.  Barrow,  Batea,  Berrien,  Dayton,  Evana, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Porter,  Sim- 
mona,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  and  woodbridge— 15. 

So  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  busiDess;  and,  having  spent  a  short  time 
therein,  at  10  o*cloclr,  p.  m.,  adjourned — having 
been  13  hours  in  session,  without  intermission. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MovDAT,  February  37,  1843. 

Mr.  A.  MARSHALL  presented  the  petition  of 
Albert  Reed,  and  seventy  seven  others,  citizens  of 
Lineolnville,  Maine,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
duties  on  lumber  and  $8h. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Balch,  jun.,  and  forty-nine  other  citizens  of  Pres- 
colt,  Maine,  praying  Congress  for  an  additional 
duty  on  sawed  lumber,  spars,  piles,  wood,  bark, 
dbc,  from  ihe  British  Provinces;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  presented  the  memorial  of 
37  farmers  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  asking  Con- 
gress to  equalize  the  lariff,  and  in  just  reference  to 
their  staples  of  wool  and  hides. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  18  fanners  of  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  H.DODOE  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Lane,  of  Miiwaukie  county,  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, a^ing  Congress  to  refund  to  him  a  certain 
amount  of  money  overpaid  by  him  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  a  tract  of  land  in  tbe  Miiwaukie  land  dis- 
trict. 

Also,  a  pttition  from-the  town  of  Racine,  Racine 
county.  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking  Congress 
that  a  tri-weekly  mail  may  be  esublished  from  Ra- 
cine to  East  Troy,  in  the  county  of  Walworth,  by 
the  way  of  the  town  of  Rochester. 

Mr.  BOYD  presented  the  memorial  of  Dr.  John 
B.  Hubbard,  and  43  other  citizens  of  Mills's  Point, 
Kentucky,  in  favor  of  relieving  A.  Kendall  from 
all  liability  on  account  of  a  judgment  obtained  by 
Stockton  and  Stokes  against  said  Kendall,  for  cer- 
tain acts  of  his  as  Postmaster  Gkneral:  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr*  TILLINQHAST  asked  leave  to  present  a 
resolution  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  so  many  sets  of  the  laws 
of  tbe  United  States,  not  exceeding  eighty,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  replace  those  which  have  been  lost, 
provided  that  the  same  can  be  purchased  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  five  dollars  a  volume. 

Objected  to,  and  not  received. 

Mr.  BEIG€H3  called  up  bis  motion,  made  some 
days  since,  to  print  3,500  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  Department, 
and  called  for  the  previous  question  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  desired,  before  the 
House  voted,  to  see  the  papers  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  print. 

The  SPEAKER  said  they  were  not  in  the 
House,  having  been  sent  to  tbe  printer,  on  the 
order  to  print  tbe  ordinary  number  of  copies. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  if  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  have  the  papers  read,  about  which  he  was 
called  to  vote.  - 

The  SPEAKER  said  they  could  not  be  read, 
because  they  had  gone  to  the  printers. 

The  previous  question  having  been  seconded, 
and  the  main  question  ordered, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative^yeas  73,  says  85. 

The  Biotion  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 


Some  conversation  then  ensued  between  Messrs. 
HOPKINS,  A.  v.  BROWN,  and  the  SPEAKER, 
on  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  of  Mr.  J.  Camfbbll, 
to  suspend  the  districting  section  of  the  appoition- 
ment  bill,  was  lost  a  few  days  a|^o,  and  to  which 
Mr.  CiMPBELL  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
on  Saturday.  It  was  not  understood  to  lead  to 
any  Action  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GENTRY,  the  following  bill 
was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed: 

An  a«t  to  perfect  the  titles  to  lands  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  held  under  New  Madrid  locations, 
and  pre-emption  rights,  under  the  act  of  1814. 

Mr.  WISE  presented  a  communication  from 
Lieutenant  Hunter,  of  the  United  States  navy,  in 
relation  to  his  submerged  propellers;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRUMBULL,  a  resolution 
was  agreed  to,  authorizing  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
to  continue  the  employment  of  Simon  Brown,  a 
messenger  in  his  department,  during  the  recess; 
his  services  being  necessary,  there  being  many 
thotisand  volumes  of  books  to  be  despatched  to  the 
members  of  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  TOLAND  submitted  a  resolution  to  author- 
•  ize  the  Select  Committee  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Jona- 
than Roberts,  the  recently  removed  collector  of 
Philadelphia,  to  sit  during    the  sessions  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  W.  W.  IRWIN  objected. 

Mr.  TOLAND  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules; 
but  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  (83  voting  in  the 
aifirmative,  and  65  in  the  negative,)  the  majority 
being  less  than  two-thirds. 

The  House  having  resolved  to  terminate  the  de- 
bate on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 
at  3  o'clock  to-day — 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  c  f  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  YORKB  wished  to  offer  a  resolution  of  m- 

quiry. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  ADAMS  also  desired  to  offer  a  resolution. 

Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  wished  to  n»ke  a  report  from 
a  standing  committee. 

Objection  was  made. 

The  question  was  taken  on  going  into  oommitiee, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmaUve— ayes  103,  noes  not 
counted. 

Before  the  Speaker  left  tbe  chair, 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose,  and  asked  leave,  by  general 
ccmsent,  to  offer  a  resolution  providing  that,  when- 
ever a  vacancy  shall  occur  on  the  bench  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  the  vacancy  shall  be  auppUed  by  tbe 
appointment  of  a  citizen  from  one  of  the  r  on-slave- 
holding  States;  and  all  succeeding  vacancies  that^ 
may  happen  shall  be  supplied  in  like  nanner,  until 
four-fifihs  of  tbe  judges  shall  be  citizens  of  the  non- 
slaveholdiog  States;  and  concluding  with  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to 
bring  in  a  bill  forthwith  to  carry  the  above  pro- 
visions into  effect. 

Mr.  BOYD  and  others  objected  to  the  reception 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its 

adoption. 

The  SPEAKER  said  they  could  only  betaken 
by  general  consent. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Fns- 
SENDSN  in  tbe  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  service 
of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30th,  1844. 

The  pending  question  was  upon  the!  amendment 
offered  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
C.  BaowH]  to  tbe  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Select  Committee,  to  the  item  for  the  ^'survey  of  tbe 
United  States,  including  compensation  of  superin- 
tendent and  assistants,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars;*^ which  amendment  provides  that  hereafter  the 
superintendence  of  tbe  coast  survey  shall  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  con- 
ducted by  navy  officers;  and  that  the  appropriation 
shall  be  f  40>000»  instead  of  #100,000. 
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Mr.  EV^RJiTT  gave  his  views  at  length  upon 
the  rabject. 

Mr.ltANDOLPH  defended  his  coUeagne  [Mr. 
Atcrioo]  for  the  course  he  had  pursad  in  re* 
lation  to  ibe  coast  survey.  Living,  ar  they  did, 
on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  witnessing,  annnaUjr, 
wrecks  strewM  on  their  shores,  and  poor  weaiher- 
bMten  mariners  crawling  to  land,  and  begging 
their  way  Ibrongh  the  country,  with  bare  heads 
and  exposed  feet,  they  were  extremely  anxious 
that  the  coast  survey  should  be  hurried  on,  that 
nutriners  might  have  the  guidance  of  cb^ts,  and, 
by  iheir  aid,  be  enabled  to  avoid  those  points  on 
which  their  vesselt,  with  their  cargoes  and  their 
hopes,  were  wrecked  together.  He  next  examined 
the  mode  of  operation  ef  Mr.  Hassler,  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  coast  survey,  and  the  progress  he 
bad  made,  to  show  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  a 
.change,  both  of  persons  to  execute  the  work,  and 
of  the  system  by  which  it  was  to  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  expressed  a  desire  to  offer 
some  remarks  on  an  amendment  he  intended  to 
submit  hereafter,  and  which  he  would  be  prevented 
from  offering  by  the  anivai  of  the  hour  of  three 
o'clock. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  would  not  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  WISE  expressed  the  hope  that  the  commit- 
tee would  come  to  a  vote  upon  the  amendments. 
He  hoped  that  which  had  been  offered  by  his  col- 
leagnct  [Mr.  Mallorv*]  and  which,  after  the  full- 
eat  conferenee,  had  received  the  approval  of  four 
out  of  ftve  of  the  select  committee  on  the  coast 
survey,  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  offered  an  amendment,  which 
4ie  Chair  decided  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  said  it  struck  him  that  these 
coast  surveys  ought  to  be  dismissed  entirely.  Some 
gentllmen  seemed  to  think  Mr*  Hassler  was  the 
only  man  in  the  country  capable  of  carrying  on  the 
coast  survey. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOBRSOLL  wished  to  know  who 
said  so. 

Mr.  ATCRIQO  remarked  that  many  members 
had  said  so.  He  heard  Mr.  Hassler  say  so  himself. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  that  what  he  and 
other  gentlemen  who  bad  defended  Mr.  HasKler 
contended,  was,  that  by  his  attainments  and 
expcrieoM  he  was  the  most  capable  and  proper 

Ssraon  iBlhe  country  to  carry  on  the  survey.  They 
id  not,  however,  contend  that  Mr.  Hassler  was  the 
only  man  who  was  capable  of  conducting  it. 

Mr.  MALLORT  remarked  that  the  work  was 
now  unfinished;  and  to  take  it  altogether  oui  of  the 
bands  of  those  who  had  conducted  it  thus  far, 
Would  be  doing  an  injury.  He  thought  that  the 
work  should  be  taken  out  of  their  hands,  but  not 
suddenly  sad  abruptly,  without  securing  to  the 
Qovuramem  the  benefit  of  their  experience.      . 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  contended  that,  as  the 
Select  Committee  proposed  to  organise  the  board 
of  officers  of  the  coast  survey,  Mr.  Hassler  and 
his  assistants  would  constitute  a  majority,  and, 
therefore,  have  control  over  the  whole  work. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he'  would  explain  that 
also.  It  was  known  that  he  entertained  no  very 
gnat  respect  for  Bfr.  Hanler;  yet  it  was  due  to 
him,  as  late  superintendent  of  the  survey,  that  he 
should  be  placed  in  a  situation  where  be  could  ex- 
plaia  his  conduct  and  illustrate  his  views. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  aaid  it  was  not  neces- 
sa^  to  give  him  a  majority  on  the  board  in  order 
to  do  that. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  would  not  have  a  ma- 
jority. Two  of  Mr.  Hassler's  assistants  differed 
from  him  materially.  Mr.  H.,  then,  did  not  have 
a  majority,  but  it  was  a  fair  board. 

Mr.  C,  JOHNSON  said  the  board  ought  to  be 
constituted  of  army  and  navy  officers— the  best 
qualified  being  selected— and  not  by  men  whose  in- 
terest it  would  be  to  carry  on  the  survey  in  the  most 
expensive  way. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  remarked  that  his  amendment 
would  bring  about  the  object  which  the  gentleman 
desired. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
read  from  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, made  aoase  years  since*  to  qhow  that  the  sur- 
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vey  could  not  be  advantsgeoutly  carried  on  by 
navy  officers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  aentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C. 
BaowN  J  reducing  the  appropriation  from  f  100,000 
to  445,000,  and  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RANDOLPH  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priating |10,000  to  reduce  the  field  notes  already 
taken  to  paper,  in  lieu  of  the  |100,000  for  carrying 
on  the  survey  in  future. 

Mr.  MALLORY  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
contended  that  it  would  confer  on  the  superintend- 
ent more  power  than  he  now  possessed.  It  would 
not  effect  the  reform  which  it  was  intended  to  bring 
about,  and  the  |10,000  would  do  nobody  any  good 
but  Mr.  Hassler. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment  of 
the  select  committee,  offered  by  the  gentleman/rom 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Mali.ort«]  and  published  in  the 
proeeedings  of  Saturday. 

It  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  clause  appropriating  |13,381  69  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  pententiary  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia having  been  read- 
Mr.  BOARDMAN  offered  an  amendment,  re- 
ducing the  appropriation  to  |[5,000.  He  knew  of 
nothing  peculiar  in  that  institution  to  render  so 
large  an  appropriation  for  its  aupport  necessary. 
The  penitentiary  in  his  State,  as  well  as  the  peni- 
tentiaries in  aeveral  other  States,  paid  their  Own  ex- 
penses; and  the  institution  here,  by  proper  manage- 
ment, might  be  made  to  do  the  same  thing.  He 
thought  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  would  com- 
pel those  who  had  the  power  10  do  so,  to  reorganise 
the  institution. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  he  had  been  informed 
that  contracts  had  been  made  for  the  services  of  the 
convict8»  which  had  not  yet  expired;  and  this  was  the 
reason  why  the  expenses  could  not  yet  be  reduced. 
Though  he  believed  it  right  to  punish  men  for 
crimes,  yet  he  could  not  go  so  far  as  to  shut  them 
up  and  starve  them,  which  would  be  the  case  at 
this  penitentiary  if  the  amendment  were  adopted. 
If  anything  could  be  done  to  reorganize  the  insti- 
tution, he  would  readily  agree  to  it.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  know  much  about  this  institution;  but  he 
nad  reason  to  believe  that  it  had  been  improperly 
managed. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  answered  that  there  was  mon- 
ey enough  to  last  till  next  July,  so  that  the  prison- 
ers could  not  starve  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress.  He  believed  that  the  reduction  of  Uie 
appropriation  would  compel  the  inspectors  to  ap- 
point proper  officers  who  would  reform  the  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  that  one  of  the  reasons  for 
the  great  cost  of  the  penitentiary  wa;  the  shortness 
of  the  time  for  which  so  many  of  the  prisoners 
were  sentenced.  Many  of  them  were  sentenced 
for  only  twelve  months,  and  were  released  before 
they  could  learn  a  trade,  so  as  to  be  profitable  to 
the  Qovemment. 

BAr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  the  reason  why 
so  much  money  was  annually  paid  out  to  keep 
these  prisoners  from  starving,  was  the  improper 
management  of  the  institution.  Most  of  the  hands 
wero  employed  in  making  shoes;  and^  instead  of 
the  superintendent's  purchasing  materials,  and 
having  the  work  done  on  the  account  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  sold  at  a  profit,  the  hands  were  hired 
out  to  a  man  named  Uoover,  who  was  nutking  a 
very  profitable  speculation  of  it.  He  had  been  fur- 
nished with  a  comparative  statement,  showing  the 
prices  paid  by  the  master  workoken  of  this  city  to 
their  journeymen,  and  the  prices  paid  by  Hoover  to 
the  penitentiary  for  similar  %ork;  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  penitentiary  received  (torn  900 
to  300  per  cent,  less  than  the  prices  ^aid  by  master 
workmen  to  their  journeymen  in  this  city.  Now 
it  was  by  keeping  these  hands  working  for  com  • 
paratively  nothing,  for  favorites,  that  the  Qovero- 
ment  sunk  annually  some  |1 5,000  on  this  institu- 
tion. He  believed  that  the  reduction  of  tlie  appro- 
priation would  compel  the  inspectors  to  put  their 
work  up  to  the  prices  of  other  manufiaciurers  here, 
and  by  this  means  effect  the  reform  that  was  so 
much  needed.  He  did  not,  however,  believe  that 
the  appropriation  should  be  reduced  so  low  as 


45,000.     A  reduction  to  |10,pQO  would,  i^  btf 
opinion,  be  low  enouah. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  said  that,  if  the  ptafr 
tioes  complained  of  existed,  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  superintendent.  He  had  only  to  execute  the 
duties  of  his  office  according  to  law.  He  Inev 
that  that  officer  bad  complained  of  the  system,  ttd 
said  that,  if  he  bad  the  right  to  purchase  matsrislB, 
and  have  the  work  done  and  sold  on  account  of  the 
penitentiary,  be  could  double  his  money.  One 
of  the  reasons  of  the  great  cost  of  the  petitentiuy 
was  that  referred  to  by  his  colleague.  The  eonviete 
could  not  learn  a  trade,  so  as  to  be  profitable  to  the 
institution,  in  so  short  a  time  as  twelve  monthi. 
The  evil  complained  of  could  not  be  corrected  by 
reducing  the  amount  of  the  appropriation.  It  mu 
only  by  a  change  of  the  existing  system  ef  dispo- 
sing of  the  work  of  the  convicts,  that  a  refbim 
could  be  effected;  and,  from  some  inquiries  be  hid 
made,  he  had  ascertained  that  this  had  lately  bam 
done. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendmeat; 
and  it  was  agreed  to.  - 

CANAL  ACROSS  THE  ISTHMUS  OF  DA- 

RIBN. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  an  aniendmeDi,tp- 
propriating  f5,000  for  the  employment  of  an  ^^t 
to  inquire  into  the  progress  and  character  of  ^ 
work  now  going  on  to  connect  the  Atlaatic  m 
Pacific  Oceans  by  a  canal  across  the  Isthmns  of 
Darien,  and  to  ascertain  upon  what  terms  tbenne 
may  be  used  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  Suitts. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  raised  the  point  of  order,  tkit 
the  amendment  could  not  be  received,  inasmiicb  is 
it  contemplated  an  appropriation  for  an  object  DOt 
recognised  by  law. 

This  question  was  discussed  by  Me^rs.  ADAHS, 
UNDERWOOD,  FILLMORE,  CUSHING,  and 
C.  J.  INGERSOLL;  and, 

The  CHAIR  having  decided  the  amendment  to 
be  out  of  order, 

Mr.  CUSHINO  appealed;  when 

The  committee,  on  taking  the  question,  ofe^ 
ruled  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  FILLMORE  and 
Mr.  CUSHING, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  some  remarks  on  tbs 
importance  of  this  undertaking  to  the  commeree  of 
this  country,. but  jparticularly  to  the  valley  of  (he 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  also  advocated  the  as* 
curing  to  the  commerce  of  tkis  country  the  ad* 
vantages  that  were  to  be  deiived  ftem  fadUtieiof 
transit  across  the  Isthmns. 

Mr.  CUSHING  proposed  00  to  amend  ths 
amendment,  as  to  embrace  a  rtilroad  as  well  u, 
or  in  lieu  of,  a  canal,  in  the  contemplated  meav 
of  crossing  the  Isthmus. 

Mr.  KING  advocated  the  a.ppointmeot  of  aa 
agent  to  convey  the  American  niail  across  the 
Isthmus — the  Governments  of  Bngknd  and  of 
France  now  having  agents  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  agreed  to  modify  his 
amendment  by  the  introduction  of  the  word  **tom» 
mnnieation,>*'instead  of  "canaP>  or  *^railn»d,"flr 
any  other  descriptive  term,  so  that  the  obje^  of 
all  gentlemen  might  be  embraced;  and  the  uae&d* 
ment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  aubmiued  an^ameadment, 
to  appropriate  |4,000  to  tepave  the  public  store  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore;  which,  after  a  few  words 
from  Mr.  MERIWETHER  and  Mr.  KENNEDY, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  submitted  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating |5,000  for^he  repairing  of  the  drcait 
and  district  court  room^(  the  United  States  at  (ss 
was  understood)  Mobile,  where  th'e'honorable  gca^ 
tleman  said  the  courts  were  held  in  a  portion  of  the 
custom>hou8e«  which  was  set,  apart  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  inaert  |50,e00  for  a  cas- 
tom*bOuse  at  Savannah:  rejected. 

Mr.  TILLINGH AST  moved  te  inaert  |500  for 
a  survey  of  Block  island,  according  to  a  rebolu^ioa 
of  the  House:  rejected. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  of  f  100,000  for  the  cuetom-bouse  at 
Beaton)  and  called  for  tellers. 
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The  qaestion  wf|S  (al^,  aptd  resnlted — ayes  54, 
noes  58:  no  gftonmi. 

A  Feeond  eonht  by  (jellers  was  bad>  a|vd  fwuUed 
—ayes  76,  no«8  66. 

do  Che  moiion  to  strike  oqt  was  agreed  to.     . 

Mr.  WINTHROP  moved  lo  insert  |i50,000  for 
paying  tbe  contractors,  under  contracts  iDad<;  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  comple- 
jiog  th9  Boston  cnstom-house. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  amend  the  amendinent,  by 
l4din^  f 35,000  for  tbe.cnstom-hoase  at  Savannah. 

The  CliAltt  rnled  this  amendment  oat  of  order. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentlenian  from  Massa- 
(^QseUs  [Mr.  WiNTHROf]  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MALLORY  moved  to  in^rt  |50,000  for 
the  Boston  custom- honse. 

Mr.'  PRO  h  FIT  moved  te  amend  the  amendment, 

Sf  adding  *<for  paying  contracts  made  withoat  &a- 
ority   of  law:'*   rejected — ay^  36^   noes   not 
eooated. 

The  question  was  talren  on  the  ameadment  of 
the  gentlieman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Millort,]  and 
resnlted-wajes  71,  noes  47.    No  quorum. 

On  again  taking  the  question,  the  amendment 
was  adopted-rayes  86,  noes  40. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moired  to  strijre  put  IfifiOO  as 
the  sn^ii  apNopiiated  towards  the  repair  of  the 
CharlcBtqn  cnsipm-house  and  po$t  ofice,  and  insert 
in  lieu  thtreof,  ''seven  U>o^sand  andtfn  dollars:*' 
ejected. 

hf,r.  li^cKAT  offered  an  amendm^it,  making  an 
^ppcopriaijpn  (or  the  rebnilding  of  the  custom- 
hou^  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  which,  was  burnt 
bj  (be  great  fire  of  1840. 

Mr.  FII^LMQRE  said  the  amendment,  being  for 
Che  creation  of  a  new  work,  was  not  in  order;  and 
the  Chair  su  decided. 

Sir.  TIi;XINGHA8T  ojQfered  «■  amendment 
appropriating  j)450  lo  make  a  survey  of  Block 
Island.  

Mr.  MKRIWETHER  moved  to  add  thereto 
|35,000  for  a  custom-house  at  Savannah. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  both  of  these  amendments  out 
of  order. 

Air.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  appropriation 
for  making  out  rcgisten  of  vessels,  lists  of  Crews, 
(fce.,  be  reduced  from  |10,000  to  j(4,000:  agreed 
to. 

A  mction  was  n^ade  by  some  member  (who  was 
not  ^een)  fo  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $1&0  for 
Ugbtiog  rennsylvania  avenue:  rejected  without  a 
diviriom 

CITY  WATCH. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  FILLMORE,  an  anMndment 
was  adopted  appropriating  fSOOfor  eontiiigencies, 
f«el,  l^hts,  dbc.,  for  the  eily  watch. 

BOOKS. 

The  clause  appropriating  |47,162,f6r  paymetat 
for  books  ordered  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
ihe  8th  Aagust,  being  read — 

Bir.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  appro- 
priation, on  the  ground  that  it  was  for  an  object  not 
recognised  by  law*  * 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  in  order.- 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  it  out; 
whieli  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr,  C«  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  an  amendment 
appropriating  |5,900  for  a  commercial  agent  to 
Europe:  r^jacted* 

DOCUMENTARY  HISTORY. 

Mr.  CATS  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
claoae  appropriabag  |27,650  for  the  Documentary 
History  of  the  United  States;  rejected. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  .then  offered  an  amend- 
BieBt  to  the  section,  providing  that  the  work  shall 
not  he  extended  .beyond  the  third  volume:  re- 

jceled« 

COAST  OF  AFRICA. 

Mr.  JOHN  P.  KENNEDY  offered  an  amend- 
ment appropriating  |6,000  for  the  payment  of  a 
commercial  agent,  to  reside  at  Liberia,  or  on  the 
^oastofAfriea:  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  an  amendment 
was  a^opited  appropriating  M800  for  an  ind^x  to 
the  doeamajiia  connected  with  ihe  offices  of  the 
.Piiit.Gomp(ioUar  and  First  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 


priating  |10,000  for  the  payment  of  the  agents  em-  | 
ployed  to  negotiate  the  late  loauF;  which  amend- 
ment was  ai^reed  to. 

Mr.  OSBORNE  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priating f  10,000  fcr  rebnilding  the  beacon  at  Black 
Rock,  Connection  t. 

Mr.  0.  asked  leave  lo  explain  the  objects  of  his 
amendment;  but  waa  called  to  order  by  several, 
and  not  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  QSBORNJ:  pext  aajred  to  have  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Treasury  Department  on  the  sub- 
ject read. 

Objected  to  by  several. 

The  CHAIR  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the  com- 
wunication;  andj  the  Clerk  having  read  a  part  of 
it- 
Mr.  PAYN^  interrupted  himi  and  asked  the 
Chair  if  that  paper  could  be  read,  after  its  beiqg 
objected  to. 

The  CHAIR  «aid  that  be  did  nbi  hear  the  objec- 
tions. 

Mr.  PAYNE  said  that  objections  were  made  by 
several  gentlemen  on  -bis  side  of  the  House.  [A 
voice  on  the  extreme  rkhl'.  "And  by  several  on 
this  side,  also."]  Mr.  P.  wished  to  know  if  objec- 
tions were  listened  'to  from  one  section  of  the 
Union,  and  not  the  other. 

The  CHAIR.  Not  by  the  present  incumbent  of 
the  chair. 

Mr.  PAYNE.  Well,  sir,  how  does  it  happen 
that  objections  have  been  received  in  a  case  simi- 
lar to  the  present,  while  the  objections  now  made 
were  not  received? 

The  CHAIR  said  that  he  permitted  the  paper  to 
be  read,  observing  that  it  would  be  read  if  no  ob- 
jections were  made;  and  that  he  did  not  hear  any 
objections. 

Mr.  PAYNE.  Well;  it  aeems,  sir,  that  you  did 
not  wish  to  hear  them. 

Mr.  GILM&R  said  th^t  the  fact  of  the  Chair's 
not  hearing  the  objections  was  no  reason  why  the 
reading  should  be  allowed  to  go  on.  As  soon  as 
he  was  informed  that  objections  were  made,  it  was 
his  duty  to  arrest  the  reading. 

The  CHAIR  decided  differently,  and  directed 
the  Clerk  to  proceed  with  the  reading  of  the  paper; 
which  waa  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  TURNEY  wanted  to  know  the  difference 
between  this  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  and  the  one  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKat.]  Both  were  to  re- 
build worka  that  were  destroyed.  The  one  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  waa  decided 
to  be  out  of  order,  while  the  one  of  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  waa  dedded  to  be  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BLINQ  said  that  the  very  paper  jnst  read 
showed  that  the  amendment  was  out  of  order;  for 
it  proposed  to  build  a  new  work. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia was  not  in  order. 

The  amendment  waa  adopted. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  offered  an  amendment  to  pro- 
vide that  the  surveys  of  light-houses  shall  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  POWELL  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priating ^000  for  the  completion  of  the  Potomac 
bridge;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Some  other  amendments  were  proposed  and  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  offered  an  amendment 
to  appropriate  |500  for  a  consul  at  Beyront;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOJTS  submitted  an  amendment,  to  be  in- 
serted immediately  after  the  items  under  ihe  head 
of  ''foreign  intercourse,"  providing  that  no  part  of 
any  appropriation  thereby  made  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payn&ent  of  the  salary  or  outfit  of  any 
minister,  charg6  des  affaires,  or  other  foreign  rep- 
resentative, who  may  be  appointed  to  any  post 
now  vacant,  or  in^which  a  vacancy  shall  exist 
duriitg  the  present  "session  of  Congress,  unless 
the  appointments  to  fill  such  va^ncy  shall  be 
made  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  t<v^76  votiag  in  the 
affirmative,  and  67  in  t)i9  llfga}ii|^«  ' 


Mr.  BOARDMAN  offered  an  amendment  tp 
the  items  making  appropriations  for  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  providing  that  no  special  or  ir^a- 
elling  agent  of  the  Post  Office  ehall  receive  u^^ifb 
than  |1,000  per  annum,  in  addition  to  |2  a  day  for 
hio  travelling  expenses.  The  amendment  w|tB 
agreed  to. 

Some  other  unimportant  amendments  were  tJt^ 
made. 

Mr.  TILLINOHAST,  by  instruction  of  the  Li- 
brary Committee,  offered  an  amendmenf,  appropri- 
ating 1^20,000  for  pnblisbiDg  an  account  of  ibejiia- 
coveties  of  the  exploring  expedition,  under  ihe  su- 
pervision of  the  Joint  Cominittee  on  the  Library. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — ayes  91,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moved  that  the  comipit- 
tee  rise,  (half  past  4  o^olock :)  rejected — ayes  67. 
noes  69. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  an  ameadmenl, 
authorizing  a  quarter's  extra  pay  to  the  clerks,  of- 
ficers, pages,  d^.,  of  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order* 

Tbe  several  amendments  offered  to  the  bill  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  (with  one  €J(- 
caption)  were  adopted. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  appropriating  ^0,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  boildii)g  to  accommodate  tb^  War  and  Navf 
Departments,  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN  offered  an  amendment,  ap- 
propriating |200  to  two  fire  companies,  near  t^ 
Capitol  and  the  President's  House:  rejected. 

Mr.  KING  proposed  an  amendment,  inserting 
|l 05,000  for  carrying  the  mail  across  the  isthmne 
ofDarien:  rejected. 

Mr.  BRONSON  offered  a  proviso,  limiting  tho 
expenses  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  (paitic- 
ulars  could  not  be  gatbered:>  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GILMER  moved  to  reduce  the  appropdap 
tion  for  the  Commissioner  and  other  officers  of  th^ 
General  Land  Office,  and  their  clerks,  from 
198,500  to  1^5,000;  the  effect  of  which  wUl  be  to 
cot  off  the  salaries  of  the  Recorder  and  Solicitor  of 
the  General  Land  Office:  agreed  to— ayes  91,  noea 
not  counted. 

At  five  minutes  to  5,  Mr.  WELLBR  moved 
that  tbe  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill.  Tbe 
moiion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose. 

Amidst  a  general  struggle,  Mr.  AYCRIGG  ob« 
tained  the  floor,,  and  offered  an  amendment  to  tha 
bill  (understood  to  be  in  relation  to  the  coast  sur- 
vey.)   He  also  called  the  previous  questir-n. 

Mr.  HUNTER  rose  and  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution  of  inquiry. 

liCave  havina  been  given, 

Mr.  HUNTER  offered  a  resolution  requesting 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  an  examin- 
ation to  be  made  into  the  justice  of  the  claim  of 
Robert  C.  Jennings,  Jas.  Roddy,  and  others;  and 
make  a  report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  U.  States,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  23d  instant,  communicating  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  the 
claim  set  up  by  the  British  Government  to  visit 
American  vessels,  together  with  tbe  correspondence 
between  Lord  Abenieen  and  Mr.  Everett  on  thf 
subject: 

WASHiiroTOM,  February  37, 1843. 
Te  like  Hmu»  «/  BepresetUatwea: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  33d  instant*  requesting 
me  to  conununicate  to  the  House  '^whatever  oor* 
respondence  or  communication  may  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  British  Gk>vemmeat  respecting  the 
Presidents  construction  of  the  late  British  treaty 
concluded  at  Washington,  as  it  concerns  an  alleged 
right  to  visit  American  vessels,"  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  report  made  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  State* 

I  have  aUo  thought  proper  to  commnnicala 
copies  of  Lord  Aberdeenis  letter  of  30th  Deoemher, 
1841,  to  Mr.  Everett;  Mr.  Everett's  letter  of  the 
33d  December,  in  reply  thereto;  and  extracts  from 
several  letters  of  Mr.  Everett  to  the  Seeretary  of 
State. 

I  oannot  forego  tbe  expr^on  of  my  regret  at 
the  «)pai^i  P W«rt  of  a  pyt  pf  l^i^  Aber^eim'a 
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despatch  to  Mr.  Fox.  I  had  cherished  the  hope 
that  all  possibility  of  misanderstanding  as  to  the 
troe  coDStraciioD  of  ihe  8th  article  of  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  was  precluded  by  the  plain  and  well- 
weighed  langnage  in  which  it  is  expressed.  The 
desire  of  both  Governments  is  to  pat  an  end, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  slave-trade;  and 
that  desire,  I  need  scarcely  add,  is  as  strongly 
and  as  sincerely  felt  by  the  United  States  as 
it  can  be  by  Great  Britain.  Yet  it  mnst  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  trade,  thongh  now  uni- 
Tersally  reprobated,  wa?,  np  to  a  late  period, 
prosecuted  by  all  who  chose  to  engsge  in  it; 
and  there  were  anforiunately  bat  very  few  Chris- 
tian powers  whose  snbjects  were  net  permitted,  and 
even  enconraged,  to  "share  in  the  profits  of  what 
was  regarded  as  a  perfectly  legitimate  commerce. 
It  originated  at  a  period  long  before  the  United 
States  had  become  independent;  and  was  carried 
on  within  our  borders,  in  opposition  to  the  most 
earnest  remonstrances  and  expostnlations  of  some 
of  the  colonies  in  which  it  was  most  actively  prose- 
CQted.  Those  engaged  in  it  were  as  little  liable  to 
inquiry  or  interruption  as  any  others.  Its  charac- 
ter, thns  fixed  by  common  cos  sent  and  general 
practice,  coold  only  be  changed  by  the  positive  as- 
sent of  each  and  every  nation,  expressed  either  in 
the  form  of  mnnietpal  law  or  conventional  ar- 
rangement. The  United  States  led  the  way  in  ef- 
forts to  suppress  it.  They  claimed  no  right  to  dic- 
tate to  others,  but  they  resolved,  wiihoat  waiting 
for  the  co-operation  of  other  powers,  to  prohibit  it 
to  .their  own  citizens,  and  to  Tisit  its  perpetration 
by  them  with  condign  panishment.  I  may  safely 
affirm  that  it  never  occurred  to  this  Government 
that  any  new  maritime  right  accrued  to  it  from  the 
position  it'  had  thus  assumed  in  regard  to  the 
slave-trade.  If,  befofe  our  laws  for  its  suppres- 
sion, the  flag  of  every  nation  might  traverse  the 
ocean  unquestioned  by  our  cruisers,  this  freedom 
was  not,  in  our  opinion,  in  the  least  abridged  by 
our  municipal  legislation. 

Any  other  doctrine,  it  is  plain,  would  subject  to 
an  arbitrary  and  ever-Tsrying  system  of  maritime 
police,  adopted  at  will  by  the  great  naval  power 
for  the  time  being,  the  trade  of  the  world  in  any 
places  or  in  any  articles  which  such  power  might 
see  fit  to  prohibit  to  its  own  subject  or  citizens.  A 
principle  of  this  kind  could  scarcely  be  acknowl- 
edged, without  subjecting  commerce  to  the  risk  of 
constant  and  hairassing  vexations. 

The  attempt  to  justify  such  a  pretension  from 
the  right  to  visit  and  detain  ships  upon  reasonable 
suspicion  of  piracy,  would  deservedly  be  exposed 
to  universal  condemnation;  since  it  would  be  an  at- 
tempt to  convert  an  established  rule  of  maritime 
law,  incorporated  as  a  principle  into  the*  interna- 
tional code  by  the  consent  of  all  nations,  into  a 
rule  and  principle  adopted  by  a  single  nation,  and 
enforced  only  by  its  assumed  authority.  To  seize 
and  detain  a  ship  upon  suspicion  of  piracy,  with 
probable  cause  and  in  good  faith,  affords  no  just 
ground  either  for  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  na- 
tion whose  flag  she  bears,  or  claim  of  indemnity  on 
the  part  ef  the  owner.  The  universal  law  sanc- 
tions, and  the  common  good  requires,  ihe  existence 
of  such  a  rule.  The  right,  under  such  circum- 
stances, not  only  to  visit  and  detain,  but  to  search 
a  ship,  is  a  perfect  right,  and  involves  neither  re- 
sponsibility nor  indemnity.  But,  with  this  single 
exception,  no  nation  has,  in  time  of  peace,  any  au- 
thority 10  detain  the  ships  of  another  upon  the  high 
seas,  on  any  pretext  whatever,  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  territorial  jurisdiction.  And  such,  I  am  happy 
to  find,  is  Fubstantially  the  doctrine  of  Great  Brit- 
ain herself,  in  her  most  recent  official  declarations, 
and  even  in  those  now  communicated  to  the  House. 
These  declarations  may  well  lead  us  to  doubt 
whether  the  apparent  difference  between  the  two 
Governments  is  not  rather  one  of  definition  than  of 
principle.  Not  only  is  the  right  of  itare^  proper- 
ly so  called,  diselaimed  by  Great  Britain;  but  even 
that  of  mere  visit  and  inquiry  is  asserted  with  qaal- 
ifteations  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  a  perfect 
right. 

In  the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Eve- 
rett, of  the  30th  of  December,  1841,  as  alao  in  that  | 


jaBt  received  by  the  Briiish  uiinister  in  this  coun- 
try, made  to  Mr.  Fox,  his  lordc hip  declares  that  if, 
in  spite  of  all  the  precaution  which  shall  be  urad 
to  prevent  such  occurrences,  an  American  ship, 
by  reason  of  any  visit  or  detention  by  a  British 
cruiser,  "should  suffer  loss  and  injury,  it  would 
be  followed  by  prompt  and  ample  remuneration;*' 
and  in  order  to  make  more  manifest  her  inten- 
tioDS  in  this  respect,  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  the  dee- 
patch  of  the  20th  of  December,  makes  known  to 
Mr.  Everett  the  nature  of  the  instructions  civen  to 
the  British  cruisers.  Thete  are  such  as,  if  faith- 
fully observed,  would  enable  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  approximate  the  standard  of  a  fair  |in- 
demnity.  That  Government  has,  in  several  cases, 
fulfilled  her  promises  in  this  particular,  by  making 
adequate  reparation  for  damage  done  to  our  com- 
merce. It  seems  obvious  to  remark,  that  a  right 
which  is  only  to  be  exercised  under  such  restric- 
tions and  precautions,  and  risk,  in  case  of  any  as- 
signable damage,  to  be  followed  by  the  conse- 
quences of  a  trespass,  can  scarcely  be  considered 
anything  more  than  a  privilege  asked  for,  and 
either  conceded  or  withheld  on  the  usual  principles 
of  international  comity. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  Lord  Aberdeen's 
despatches,  and  the  assurances  of  indemnity  there- 
in held  out,  although  the  utmost  reliance  was  placed 
on  the  good  faith  of  the  British  Government,  were 
not  regarded  by  the  Executive  as  a  sufficient  secu- 
rity against  the  abuses  which  Lord  Aberdeen  ad- 
mitted might  arise  in  even  the  most  cautious  and 
moderate  exercise  of  their  new  maritime  police; 
and,  therefore,  in  my  message  at  the  opening  of 
the  last  session,  I  set  forth  the  views  entertained  by 
the  Executive  on  this  subject,  and  substantially  af- 
firmed both  our  inclination  and  ability  to  enforce 
our  own  laws,  protect  our  flag  from  abuse,  and  ac- 
quit ourselves  of  all  our  duties  and  obligations  on 
the  high  seas.  In  view  of  these  assertions,  the 
treaty  of  Washington  was  negotiated;  and  upon 
consultation  with  the  British  negotiator  as  to  the 
quantum  of  force  necessary  to  be  employed,  in  or- 
der to  attain  these  objects,  the  result  to  which  the 
most  deliberate  estimate  led  was  embodied  in  the 
8ih  article  of  the  treaty. 

Such  were  my  views  at  the  time  of  negotiating 
that  treaty,  and  such,  in  my  opinion,  is  its  plsin 
and  fair  interpretation.  1  regarded  the  8th  article 
as  removing  all  possible  pretext,  on  the  ground  of 
mere  necessity,  to  visit  and  detain  our  ships  upon 
the  African  coast,  because  of  any  alleged  abose  of 
our  flag  by  slave-traders  of  other,  nations.  We 
had  taken  upon  ourselves  the  burden  of  prevent- 
ing any  such  abuse,  by  stipulating  to  famish  an 
armed  force  regarded  by  both  the  high  contracting 
parties  as  sufficient  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Denying,  as  we  did  and  do,  all  color  of  right  to 
exercise  any  such  general  police  over  the  flails  of 
independent  nations,  we  did  not  demand  of  Great 
'Britain  any  formal  renunciation  of  her  pretension; 
.still  less  had  we  the  idea  of  yielding  any  thing  our- 
selves in  that  respect.  We  chose  to  make  a  prac- 
tical settlement  of  the  question.  This  we  owed  to 
what  we  had  already  done  upon  this  subject.  The 
honor  of  the  country  called  for  it;  the  honor  of  its 
flRg  demanded  that  it  should  not  be  used  by  others, 
to  cover  an  iniquitous  traffic.  This  Government, 
I  am  very  sure,  has  both  the  inclination  and  the 
ability  to  do  this;  and,  if  need  be,  it  will  not  con- 
tent Itself  with  a  fleet  of  eighty  guns;  but,  sooner 
than  any  foreign  Government  shall  exercise  the 
province  of  executing  its  laws  and  fulfilling  its  ob- 
I'gations — the  highest  of  which  is  to  protect  its  flag 
alike  from  abuse  or  insult— it  would,  I  doubt  not, 
put  in  requisition  for  that  purpose  its  whole  naval 
power.  The  purpose  of  this  Government  is  faith- 
fully to  fulfil  the  treaty  on  its  pari;  and  it  will  not 
peimit  itself  to  doubt  that  Great  Britain  will  com- 
ply with  it  on  hers.  In  this  way,  peace  will  best 
be  preserved,  and  the  most  amicable  relations 
maintained  t>etween  the  two  countries. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

The  Clerk  had  read  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
message,  when  the  reading  was  arrested;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOTTS, 

The  HoAse  adjourned* 


IN  SENATE. 

TuBSDAY,  February  Sg,  1843. 

The  PRESIDENT  pre  Urn.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, transmitting  statements  of  coutracts,  of  pay- 
ments made  for  miscellaneous  claims,  and  of  ex- 
penditures from  the  marine  hospital  fund;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AfiaiJrs,  reported  back,  withoitt  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  .that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
from  the  House  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  maeb 
of  an  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  tempo- 
rary support  yf  certain  destitute  fUckapoo  Indians, 
as  relates  to  the  payment  of  cleiks  diarged  with 
their  business  as  trustees." 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on.  Indiaa 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  (which  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed)  on  the. petition  of  Sanmel  Biog. 
ham. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  savw  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideratioa  of 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Crawford,  praying  indem- 
nity for  losses  sustained  ia  consequence  of  haviag 
his  trading  establishment  broken  up  by  officers  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the 
House  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  refund  to  David  .Watkinson  ft  Co.  a  part  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  a  certain  quantity  of  tin  and 
iron  imported  by  them  into  the  port  of  New  York. 

Also,  reported  back,  with  a  if  amendment  (which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed)  the  bill  (torn  the  Hovse 
for  the  re-issue  of  treasury  notes,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  E.  also,  from  the  same  cemmitteey  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  to  pro- 
hibit any  extra  allowances  to  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, reported  the  same  hack,  with  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  un- 
necessary, extra  allowances  being  now  prohibited. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  setting  forth  that,  in  ooni>e- 
quehce  of  obstructions  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Western  rivers,  great  loss  of  life  and  property  was 
sustained,  and  asking  Congress  to  make  some  pro- 
vision for  the  removal  of  such  obstrai^tions.  The 
petition  was  ordered  te  lie  en  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  the  thiid 
time,  and  passed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Patten. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  en- 
able claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  BCisBouri 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
eeedings  to  try  the  validity  .of  their  claimS)**  ap- 
prove^ the  36tb  of  May,  1^4;  and  the  act  amend- 
ing the  same,  and  extending  the  provisions  of  ssid 
acts  to  claimants  to  land  within  the  Slates  of  JUa- 
Isiana  and  Mississippi. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Keller. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  respectiDg  the  organization  of  the 
army,  and  fur  ot^ier  purposes,?  approved  the  33d 
of  August,  1842. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bryan,  Harrison 
Young,  and  Benjamin  Young. 

The  bill  declaring  Robbinston,  in  the  Stale  of 
Maine,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery. 

The  bifl  to  extend  the  Patent  Office  to  Ninth 
street. 

The  bill  to  permit  the  entry  t>f  merchandise  re- 
covered from  shipwrecks,  in  certain  cases,  free 
from  duty. 

The  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the 
public  domain  towards  the  completion  of  works  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  State  of  Blicbigan, 
and  for  other  phrposes,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, after  being  amended  in  several  particulars,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana.  This 
bill  was  subsequently  pas6ed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  imprisoa- 
ment  for  debt  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Duncan  L.  Clinch  was 
considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  there 
beina  no  Amendment  proposed,  it  was  reported  lo 
the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
readmg.    Thia  bill  was  anbaequenUy  paaeed. 
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Xbe  bill  to  settle  iIm  title  lo  Pea  Patch  island, 
ms  taken  op  aa  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  CIAYTON  said  the  biil  was  imperfect  in 
sefenl  particnlars;  and  he  moved  an  amendment, 
gifisg  power  to  the  commission  created  by  it  to 
eonpel  the  atteodanee  of,  and  to  administer  oaths 
to,  wiinesaee;  and  limitipg  the  reception  of  evidence 
by  the  commission  to  snch  as  was  admi»ible  byabe 
rales  of  law,  Ac 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  MILLBR  was  understood  to  inquire  wheth- 
er the  parUea  bad  consented  to  the  terms  of  the 
'    bk  • 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked,  that  he  would 
move  to  strike  ovt  that  portion  of  the  bill  making 
appropriatioli  to  satisfy  the  award,  unless  it  would 
interfire  with  the  arrangement  between  the  parties. 
Itwoold'  be  in  time  to  make  the  appropriation 
when  the  award  was  fixed. 

Mr.  CIaAYTON  replied,  that  that  provision  of 
the  bill  was  a  part  of  the  arrangement;  and,  unless 
it  was  reia.ined,  it  would  defeat  the  compromise. 

Mr.  MIIXER  moyed  an  amendmenti  the  pur- 
port of  which  was  not  heard;  which  was  opposed 
by  Biessn.  CLAYTON  vi4  BAYARD,  and  finally 
disagreed  to. 

Bfr.  WOODBURY  said  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  bill  to  pay  an  award  which  was  not  to  be  as- 
eertainrd  by  an  ofllcer  of  the  Govemnient,  who 
was  responsible  to  the  QovernmenL  The  award 
should  also  be  ascertained  before  the  appropriation 
was  made. 

Mr.  KINQ  did  not  perceive  that  there  could  be 
any  objection  to  making  the  conditional  appropria- 
tion in  the  bj  II.  The  bill,  be  believed,  was  well 
guarded. 

There  being  no  farther  amendment  proposed,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  It  was  subsequently 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  farther  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  Joshua  Reynolds,  an  officer 
0/ the  Revolution,  praying  the  revival  of  the  pen- 
non act  of  July » 1838. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BATES;  the  Committee  on 
Pensioiia  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eraUon  of  ilie  petition  of  the  widow  of  Joshua 
Conkey,  pmyiog  for  a  pension;  and  from  the  peti- 
tion of  Azei  Spalding,  for  compensation  for  his 
services  as  pension  agent. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  back,  without 
amendment  and  with  a  recommendation  that  they 
do  pass,  the  followin^bills  from  the  House,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hogh  Riddle,  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

The  bill  to  revive  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  for  the 
relief  ef  John  Darlin.?' 

The  bill  for  therelief  of  Mary  McQee  and  Su- 
can  Pierce,  heirs  at  law  of  Qeorge  Neilson. 

Mr.  WdODBRIDGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  memorials  and  resolutions  of 
State  Legislatnres  upon. the  subject  had  been  re- 
fened,  reported  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce and  the  construction  of  harbors  on  the 
laker,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
bm  from  the  House  relating  to.lhe  taking  of  testi- 
mony in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  KERR,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  reported  back,  withoiit 
amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  jt 
do  psss,  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  K. 
Jennings. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported  back, 
without  amendment.  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Skirving. 

Mr.  TAPPAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass,  the 
bill  for  the  preservation  of  the  collection  of  natural 
curiosities  famished  by  the  exploring  squadron, 
and  from  other  sources. 


Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  back,  wiihont  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  House 
bill  to  provide  the  means  of  future  iniercourFe  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Government  of 
China. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  the  Senate  took 
up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  for  the 
reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage. 

Ml.  MERRICK  ezplaiaed  that  this  bilU  as  it 
now  stood,  was  founded  on  the  idea  that  the  bill 
to  suppress  the  transportation  of  mailable  matter 
by  private  eipresses,  and  the  bill  to  make  perma-; 
nent  contracts  with  railroad  companies  for  trans- 
porting the  mail,  would  become  laws  at  this  ses- 
sion. Though  one  of  the  bills — that  for  the 
suppression  of  private  expresses— had  passed  the 
Senate;  yet,  he  had  no  hope  that  either  could  be 
got  through  the  other  House  this  session.  If  those 
bills  had  become  laws,  a  great  reduction  could 
have  been  made  in  the  rates  of  postage.  The  de- 
partment could  have  encountered  the  great  reduc- 
tion proposed  in  this  bill,  if  such  luul  been  the 
case;  but,  failing  to  accomplish  their  passage,  the 
head  of  the  department  could  not  give  his  consent 
to  the  reduction  proposed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  M.  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
provide  that  for  all  distances  under  5  miles, 
there  shall  be  a  charge  of  5  cents  postage  on  let- 
ters; for  all  distances  over  30  miles,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 100  miles,  10  cents  postage;  for  all  over 
100,  and  not  exceeding  290  miles,  15  cents;  for 
all  over  220,  and  not  exceeding  400  miles,  20  cents; 
and  for  all  distances  exceeding  400  miles,  25  cents 
postage.  This,  he  said,  was  in  accordance  with 
tbe  recommendation  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  SIMMONS  suggested  that  considerably  more 
revenue  would  be  obtained  by  the  department,  if 
the  rate  of  postage  for  carrying  letters  for  thirty 
and  forty  miles  was  fixed  at  10  cents,  instead  of  15 
cents. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  be  could  not,  at  this  late 
day  of  the  session,  undertake  to  accept,  or  consent 
to  the  adoption,  of  any  proposition  in  lieu  of  the 
responsible  recommendations  of  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment. It  was  too  late  in  the  session  to  under- 
take to  prepare  a  system  of  measures  different  from 
that  proposed  in  the  amendment  he  had  snbmitted. 
Considerable  improTement  would  be  effected  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  by  conforming  tbe  rates  of 
postage  to  the  Federal  coin.  If  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  Senator  was  adopted,  it  would  ef- 
fect too  great  a  reduction.  He  hoped  it  would  not 
pass. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  remarked  that  the  bill,  instead 
of  proposing  reduction  in  tbe  rates  of  postage  for 
distances  now  chargeable  with  121  cents  postage, 
actually  increased  it  from  121  to  15  cents.  He 
asked  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Offiee  Committee 
whether  he  would  have  any  objection  to  fixing  the 
distance  at  150  instead  of  100  miles  as  chargeable 
with  10  cents  postage. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  was  impossible  to  do 
otherwise  than  as  was  proposed  by  his  amendment. 
It  was  true  there  was  an  increase  on  the  letters 
heretofore  chargeable  with  121  cents  postage — the 
postage  on  such  letters  was  increased  to  15  cents; 
but  those  notr  chargeable  with  189  cents  would  be 
hereafter  subject  to  15  cents  postage  only.  There 
was  a  diminution  of  the  postage  in  the  aggregate, 
though  there  was  an  increase  in  this  particular. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved 
to  strike  out  100,  and  insert  150;  the  effect  of 
which  would  be,  if  adopted,  to  make  all  letters 
carried  that  distance  chargeable  with  10  cents  post- 
age only. 

.  After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  MERRICK, 
KING,  and  WRIGHT,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  amendmeiit  proposed  by  tbe  latter  Senator,  and 
disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee, [Mr.  Mkubick,]  and  it  was  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  MERRICK  moved  another  amendment, 
(which  was  agreed  to,)  striking  out  three,  and  insert- 
ing one  cent  for  drop  letters. 

There  being  no  further  amendment  proposed  to 
the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordafed 


to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  This  bill  was 
subsequently  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  fulfilment  of 
treaty  stipulations  with  tbe  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
the  support  of  thf  Indian  department  for  the  half 
calendar  year  of  1843,  and  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jone  30,  1844. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  re- 
ducing the  appropriation  for  tbe  fulfilment  of  tbe 
treaties  with  various  tribes,  for  the  fiscal  year,  from 
1757,675  to  $749,065;  which  fum,  he  said,  was 
amply  sufficient. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  another  amendment,  which 
was  understood  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  moneys, 
heretofore  appropriated,  from  one  head  of  appro- 
priation to  another.  Mr.  E.  explained  that 
tbis  was  rendered  necessary  to  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  disbursing  offi- 
cers. Those  officers  stood  charged  on  the  books  of 
the  department  as  defaulters,  because  they  had,  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  Florida,  been  com- 
pelled to  take  money  appropriated  to onespedfic 
object,  and  apply  it  to  anotbdr  object.  They  were 
not,  ia  fact,  indited  to  the  Gtovemmeut  one  cent; 
but  if  tbey  should  die,  they  would  stand  charged  on 
the  books  of  the  departmeat  as  defaulters.  This 
amendment  was,  therefore,  intended  merely  to  give 
auibority  to  the  Secretary  to  transfer  money  from 
one  head  of  appropriation  to  another,  to  enable  the 
accounts  of  the  officers  to  be  closed  up  and  balanced 
on  the  bookf^. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  remarked,  that  the  only  ob- 
jection be  had  to  this  course  was,  that  it  was  coun- 
tenancing the  application,  by  tbe  di&bnr&ing  offi- 
cers, of  more  money  to  any  object  than  was  in- 
tended by  Congress  to  be* applied  to  such  object. 
It  was,  in  efifect,  giving  the  pow«r  of  appropriation 
to  the  disbursing  officers. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  inquired  whether  there  was  any 
appropriation  in  the  bill  to  satisfy  tbe  treaty  stipu- 
latioBS  with  the  Wyandot  Indians. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied,  that  there  was  no  such 
appropriation  in  the  bill,  nor  had  any  application 
been  made  for  such  an  appropriation.  It  appeared, 
by  the  treaty  with  ihose  Indians,  that  it  was  agreed 
that  they  shoold  be  paid,  for  their  improvements  on 
the  land  purchased  from  them,  such  an  amount,  on 
a  fair  valuation,  as  those  improvements  were 
worth.  It  was  estimated  at  the  department  that 
the  amount  to  satisfy  the  value  of  this  property 
would  not  exceed  (SO^OOO.  Appraisers  were  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  the  value  ot  the  improvements; 
and,  on  an  examination  of  some  papers  from  the 
department,  it  appeared  that  the  persons  appointed 
to  make  the  appraisements  had  returned  appraisals 
to  the  amount  of  |125,000,  instead  of  f 90,000,  as 
coutemplated.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs had  exprecsed  his  surprise  at  the  valuation 
affixed  to  some  of  the  property.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  (Mr.  E.)  did  not  think  it  would  be 
proper,  without  fiiriher  investigation  o(  the  matter, 
to  make  any  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked,  that  the  Qovemment 
had  stipulated  to  pay  whatever,  on  appraisement, 
the  property  was  ascertained  to  l>e  worth.  He 
presumed  the  appraisers  were  some  particular 
friends  of  the  present  Administration.  If  improper 
persons  had  been  appointed  as  appraisers,  and  the 
appraisement  was  exorbitant,  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  other  party  to  the  agreement;  and,  whatever  the 
amount  of  the  valuation  was,  they  were  entitled  to 
it  by  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  It  was  no  rea- 
son for  withholding  the  appropriation  from  the  In- 
dians, because  those  appointed  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  Government  had  returned  an  exorbitant 
valuation.  All  that  was  left  the  Government  to  do 
now,  was,  to  make  the  appropriation.  He  there- 
fore moved  to  amted  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  sum 
of  i125,937  24,  the  amount  of  the  appraisement. 

Mr.  WHITE  of  Indiana  made  some  remarks, 
showing  the  exorbitant  character  of  the  valuation 
attached  to  some  of  the  hula  and  fruit-trees  by  the 
appraisers. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked,  that  the  land  acquired 
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from  those  fndiaDS,  he  beliered,  amounied  to  only 
aboQt  30,000  acrrs;  and  be  coostdered  the  asiontit 
of  the  FalaaiioQ  five  limes  as  great  as  it  should 
have  been. 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the 
amendmeDi.  « 

Mr.  TAPPAN  demanded  tbejeasand  nays  on 
the  amendment,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  qnes- 
tion  being  pnt  on  Agreeing  to  it,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  18. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and  the 
amendments  of  the  r ommitiev  being  concurred  io, 
it  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
Snbseqaently,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  £VANS,  the  Senate  took  up, 
^  in  committee  of  the  whol'*,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriation  for  certain  fortiBcaiions  for  the  half 
calendar  year  of  1843,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the  30ih  June,  1844. 

Mr.  BVANS  said  no  amendment  had  been  pro- 
posed to  this  bill;  that  it  did  not  appropriate  the  es^ 
timatea  of  the  department  by  one  half. 

Mr.  SEYIER,  after  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
an  appropriation  to  repair  and  rebuild  Foit  Gib- 
son, which  he  said  had  been  estimated  for,  moved 
|35,00O  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  EVANS  opposed  this  amendment;  and 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  suggested  ibat  the  appro- 
priation was  not  called  for,  as  ibe  Secretary  had 
staled  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  means  of  defonce 
on  that  frontier  were  ample,  and  that  there  was 
not  the  least  danger  of  any  difiknhy  ihere. 

Mr.  SEVIER  replied,  showing  the  importance 
of  the  appropriations.  The  Legislature  of  his 
State,  believing  it  of  much  importance,  had  in- 
structed his  colleague  and  himself  to  make  an 
eflbrt  to  prccure  an  appropriation  to  strengthen  the 
defences  on  the  Arkansas  frontier.  He  asked,  if 
no  danger  was  apprehended  on  that  frontier,  why 
was  it  that  a  whole  regiment  of  troops  h^d  been 
placed  there,  without  adeqaate  barracks  to  protect 
themi 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  and  re- 
jected— ayes  15,  noes  16. 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  proposed  an  amendment,  ap- 
propriating |15,000  tor  repairing  and  rebnildiiig 
Fort  Gibson. 

The  question  was  put  on  this  amendment,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate.  The 
amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  were 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading.  It  was  sut>£equenily 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  S.  Calhoun  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BATES  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  re- 
viving the  act  of  July,  1838,  granting  pensions  to 
widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion,  and  it  was 
disagreed  to. 

Tne  bill  of  the  Senate  to  limit  the  use  and  to  cor- 
rect the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  MERRICK  explained  the  provisions  of  the 
bill;  when 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MERRICK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas 
95,  naya  10. 

So' die  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  application  of  the  tw;o 
per  cent,  fond  of  Mississippi  having  been  returned 
from  the  House,  with  an  amendment,  was,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  WALKER,  taken  up;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  W.  Thompson, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Lieut  Col.  Thompson,  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole;  and,  having  been  amended 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  It  was,  subsequently,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Qb  ^notion  by  Mr.  SVANS,  ihe  hill  mmkiDg  ap- 


propriations for  the  naval  pensions  for  tbe  half 
calendar  year  ending  SOh  June,  1843,  and  tbe 
fiscal  year  ending  on  30ih  June,  1844,  was  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill 
the  clause  appropriating  some  |1 6,000  for  tbe  pay- 
ment of  peni^ions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  under 
the  act  of  the  3i  of  March,  1837.  Mr.  W.  said 
this  law  was  repealed  in  Angus',  1841,  and  be 
could  not  conceive  by  what  right  the  Commissioner 
cf  Pensions  still  admitted  c»seii  under  It.  Con- 
gress had  repealed  tbe  law;  and  if  its  act  was  thus 
disregarded,  the  only  thing  that  it  could  do  to  make 
its  act  of  repeal  effectual,  would  be  to  withhold 
any  appropriation  for  such  pensions. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  the  other  House  had  called 
upon  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  assign 
reasons  why  ibis  appropriation  was  called  for  un- 
der an  act  which  had  been  repealed  by  Congress. 
He  informed  the  committee,  that  though  the  set  of 
1837  had  been  repealed,  still  rights  which  had  been 
acquired  under  it  prior  to  its  repeal,  could  not  be 
affected  by  snch  repeal.  The  department  bad  so 
construed  the  matter,  as  to  allow  pensions  to  the 
time  of  tbe  repeal  to  such  persons  as  were  entitled 
under  the  act  of  1837.  He  said  it  merely  involved 
a  question  of  construction  of  law;  and  it  was  with 
Congress  to  determine  whether  tbe  construction 
given  by  tbe  Commissioner  was  the  correct  one. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  made  some  further  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  appropriation,  which  were  not  dis- 
tinctly heard. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment, 
and  carried  in  tbe  affirmative — ayes  16,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.  The  bill 
was  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  (be  relief  of  Nancy  Poleresky  was 
taken  op  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after 
a  few  words  by  Messrs.  EVANS,  KING,  BATES, 
and  McDTJPFIE,  as  to  whether  there  was  not  a 
new  principle  involved  in  its  provisions,  and  there 
being  no  proposition  to  amend  the  bill,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading.  The  bill  was  subsequently 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Senate  bill  55,  for  the  relief  of  James  Taylor, 
was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  an 
adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Tbe  following  bills  were  then  taken  up  as  in 
committee  of  tbe  whole,  considered,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and  were  subsequently  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner,  of 
Alabama; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Williams. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  to  extend  tbe  charters  of  the  District 
banks  came  up  next  in  order,  as  in  committee  of 
tbe  whole. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MILLER  ssid  it  was  a  matter  of  consid- 
erable interest  to  the  District  that  the  chariers  of 
these  banks  should  be  renewed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  this  bill  for  many  years  in 
succession  had  given  rise  to  considerable  discus- 
sion, and  he  hoped  it  would  not  now  be  allowed  to 
interfere  with  the  business  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MILLER  observed  that  the  charters  wonlQ 
expire  in  July,  1844,  and  it  was  essential  that  they 
should  know  whether  they  were  to  have  an  ex- 
tension of  them.  They  would  not  be  able  to  ac- 
commodate the  public,  if  left  in  a  state  of  uncer- 
tainty; and  if  they  were  admitted  by  gentlemen  to 
be  of  any  utility  to  the  public  at  all,  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  be  at  once  acted  upon. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  said  there  were  some  provisions 
in  tbe  bill  which  they  had  not  time  to  examine. 

Mr.  ALLEN  contendeKJ  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  recharteriog  these  banks.    He  believed 
there  were  no  petitions  on  the  subject,  and  he  did  not 
believe  it  was  desired  by  the  public;  if  so,  the  bill " 
ooidd  be  pasB«4  «t  the  next  sesBloik. 


Mr.  ARCHER  observed,  that  if  tbe  eharteis 
were  certain  to  be  renewed  at  (be  next  searnon,  be 
thought  there  could  be  no  objection  tif  renew  them 
now.  It  would  be  a  very  advaniageons  thing  for 
the  community  that  they  should  have  tfme^ 
notice. 

The  question  of  indefinite  poatponeiMBt  mu 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  17,  nays  95. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up  as  m  committee  of 
the  whole;  when 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  os  Iha  tabel 
for  the  present,  in  order  to  proceed  witli  vthrr    f 
business.    Upon  this  qudltion  the  yeas>nd  nays 
were  ordered,  and  resulted— -yeas  18,  nays  98. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  moved  to  amend  the  tall  by 
adding  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  the  stockboldera  of  each  of  aaid  banks  dujl, 
froRiRnd  after  the  ukingefTect  of  this  act,  be  liable  fn  nielr 
indiTidnal  cbaiacter  and  private  property  for  all  the  lisiiei 
made  and  other  obligations  contracted  t»y  eald  liaoJEe,  WPK- 
lively,  in  Uie  eane  manner,  and  to  the  tame  esfent  in  all  re- 
vpects,  aeare  partners  of  unchartered  copartnerehtpe  and  ^flrmi 
for  the  obligaiiooi  contrusied  by  each  coputaenhips  and  T 


Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  obaerve  that  the  question 
of  chartering  banks  was  not  a  new  one,  and  pub- 
lic opinion  was  almost  unanimous  upon  the  prinei* 
pie  of  making  bank  stockholders  liable,  severally, 
for  tbe  debts  and  liabiliU>s  of  their  banks.  There 
had  been  sufficient  opportunity  duriog  tlie  early 
part  of  this  session  to  bring  forward  this  bill;  bnt 
It  bad  not  been  done,  and  it  appeared  evident  to 
him  that  it  was  rot  intended  that  there'  should  be 
any  invesugation  into  the  affairs  of  these  banks. 

It  waFy  he  said,  perfectly  in  accordance  with 
one  of  tbe  principles  of  bank  tactics,  to  a]»ply  for 
a  recharier  at  a  time  so  near  the  end  of  the  session 
as  to  make  it  impossible  io  enter  inta  any  investi* 
gation  or  debate  upon  the  subject;  ind  be  put  it  io 
Senators,  whether  they  were  ready  to  say  to  the 
people.  You  shall  trust  these  bank  directors,  al- 
though tbey  refttse  to  be  responsible.  Tbey  refuse 
to  have  charter?,  unless  they  have  with  their  chsr- 
ters  the  privilege  of  indiscriminate  and  Ulimitable 
plunder.  The  question  had  been  frequeiTtly  before 
the  people,  and  he  had  never  seen  an  assemblage 
of  Ihe  sovereign  people — tbe  only  power  in  this 
country  which  was  incorruptible  and  undefiJed— 
he  had  never  seen  such  an  assemblage  In  which 
(whatever  their  opinions  upon  other  matters)*  then 
were  not  at  least  a  hundred  to  one  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  of  individual  liability.  He  deairad 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  his  motion. 

Mr.  MILLER  hoped  that  this  question  was  not 
to  be  again  agitated.  There  had  been  no  com- 
plaint made  in  reference  to  them;  and  be  believed 
no  reasonable  objecrion  could  be  urged  against 
granting  them  an  extension  af  iheir  charters.  He 
denied  that  the  bill  had  been  purposely  kept  tMck. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  why  this  bill  should  be 
pressed  upon  them  now,  when  another  long  session 
was  to  intervene  before  the  expiration  of  their  char- 
ters. The  welfare  of  tbe  banks— -the  advantage, 
the  interests  of  the  banks, — these  were  the  consider- 
ations which  were  to  urge  them  forward;  while 
popular  opinion,  rolling  into  this  Capitol  from 
every  quarter,  like  a  cataract,  condemnatory  of  tbe 
principle  of  irresponsible  banks,  was  (o  be  totally 
disregarded.  But  he  was  told  there  were  petitions 
in  favor  of  recharteriog  these  banks.  Yes,  petitions 
which  had  never  been  allowed  to  be  read;  Mtitions, 
of  what  nature  no  one  knew.  He  would  not  go 
into  the  question  of  the  gsnerat  utility  of  banking. 
It  was  a  momentous  queftion— 4t  question  fraught 
with  serious  consequences  to  this  country.  He  de- 
sired that  it  should  come  up  at  a  time  when  a 
thorough  and  full  discussion  might  be  had  upon  it; 
and  be  could  not  consent  to  pass  an  act  of  this  de- 
scription, at  a  time  when  Ihe  public  mind  was  so 
deeply  drawn  to  an  Investigation  of  the  great  ques- 
tion of  banking,  until  a  thorough  investigation  of 
thai  subject  could  be  bad.  The  American  mind 
would  not  submit  much  longer  to  be  trifled  with. 
There  was  a  power  in  tbe  people  which  they  did 
not  delegate;  and  that  power  would  yet  be  mani- 
fested. Tbey  were  disposed  to  suffrr  White  evils 
were  snfferable;  but  they  had  likewise  a  atern  and 
resolute  will  to  redeem  themselves  from  bondage 
and  oppression  in  every  form. 

Mr.  CONRAD  desired  to  knew  wbeth^,  upon 
the  question  of  making  individuri  atoefehoMuff  r»-  - 
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sponsible,  it  was  io  order  to  discass  tbt  qneirtlon  of 
pd^ttlar  rjitht!^ 

Mf.  ALLSN  eoDteitdcd  that  he  wasotly  follow- 
to^  the  practice  which  prevailed  in  (bat  body. 

Mr.  MILXiBR  regretted  that  the  gentleman  froM 
Oiklb  had  diverted  htseensnres  from  the*  bunks,  and 
directed  them  agalnat  him.  He  intended  that  ft 
ihonid'te  fliiown  to  the  public  by  whosa  instmment* 
itlitjr  it  was  thai  the  bin  had  been  delayed.  The 
ptttleiidan  bad  accused  him'  of  baring  brooded 
orer  ibda  bill  for  a  very  long  lime;  and  yet  the  gen- 
tl^ihan  himself  declared  he  was  nor  prepared  to 
tttt  (Hi  the  sabject,  bnt  r^oired  a  long  session  in 
which  to  discass  it.  Th^entleman  had  denounced 
lil  banks;  did  the  people  think  with  himi  ha  would 
lik.  No;  the  peopfe  stood  by  their  contracts,  and 
ftfftlM  them;  itwas  the  gentlemiin  alone  who  was 
deairoQs  of  destroying  them. 

Ifr.  ALLEN  said  the  Senator  had  set  out  with 
tbeasanmption  that  it  was  his  intention  to  cast  a 
censure  upon  him  for  the  perrornnatice  cf  his  duty, 
fa  this  he  was  mistaken;  but  he  must  be  permitted 
to  speak*,  with  the  severity  it  deserved,  of  an  at- 
tnbpt  to  ahtain,  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  a  charter 
for  thiese  banks,  wiihoui  even  the  privilege  of  ask- 
ing for  the  reasons  upon  whrch  such  an  application 
was*  founded.  He  trusted  Senators  would  join 
witlt  him  itt'givihg  a  wholesome  rebuke  to  those 
who  were  desirons  of  fastening  upon  the  peopfe  of 
tin  District  these  banks,  with  all  their  impcif  eciions 
0*  tbetr  h^ads,  by  their  opposition  to  the  passage  of 

ttts  wn.     . 

Mr.  WBIQHT  appealed  to  the  Senate,  in  eon* 
ftlderaftloii  of  the  period  of  the  aession  and  the  oon- 
(tition  of  the  business,  to  permit  this  bill  to  be  hiid 
aside  fbrthe  present,  that  the  more  pressing  basi- 
nets  might  be  proeeeded  with- 

Mr.  BflLLEtt  refosed  to  accede  to  any  post- 


Mr.  SIMMONS  urged  that  the  question  should 
be  taken  upon  the  bill,  without  lunher  debate. 

Mr.  BBNTON  observed  that  it  had  been  the  in- 
Tariable  custom  to  bring  forward  bills  of  this  na- 
tons  at  80  late  a  period  of  ihe  sesaicn  as  to  render 
it  iihpoasibte  to  consider  them  maturely. 

Mr.  BARROW  said,  the  course  pursued  by  Sen* 
mtDfs  on  the  other  cide,  in  relation  to  this  bill,  as 
wetl  as  to  that  which  bad  been  under  considera- 
tion yesterday,  cottvlnce<^  him  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  Senators  ^n  this  [the  Whig]  side  to  let  them 
knoW,  oifce  for  aU,  that  t^e  business  of  the  Sen- 
ate would  b^  proceeded  with  in  the  regular  mode; 
and  the  responsibility  of  arresting  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  if  they  persisted  in  doing  so,  would  rest 
where  it  properly  belonge^. 

Mr.  WALKER.  What,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this: 
thtc  when  a  bill  for  ebiheriag  half  a  dozen  Imnks 
ai  A  ttaie — and  not  merely  for  a  single  year,  Imt 
for  ten  yearn— is  nnder  consiideration,  no  amend* 
ttent  is  to  be  offered,  and  no  discussion  permitted? 
I  know  the  actual  power,  and  the  claim  to  power, 
on  the  part  of  the  hanky,  is  great  indeed;  but  I 
eertainly  never  expected  to  hear  that,  upon  asking 
a  charter  from  the  representatives  of  the  States  and 
the  people,,  when  fair  and  proper  amendments 
were  offered,  all  discussion  was  to  be  suppressed, 
and  the  vote  to  be  lakeis  in  silence.  And  I  will 
say  to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  and  others  upon 
that  side,  that,  if  they  have  nut  been  enlightened  by 
the  experience  of  the  last  five  years— >by  the  light 
which  has  been  shed  upon  the  subject  of  banking 
since  the  special  sepston  of  1S41  ^tbey  Certainly 
stand  alone  among  the  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
couDtry.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  we 
have  had  an  experience  upon  this  subject  eqaal  to 
the  experience  of  centuries.  Like  the  light  which 
has  been  travelling  from  the  more  distant  of  the 
fixed  stars,  ever  since  the  creation  of  the  world, 
we  are  beginning  to  receive  light  upon  this  im- 
portant subject. 

One  single  word  as  regards  the  amendment. 
What  is  it?  To  render  the  stockholders  individn- 
ally  resp^isible  for  the  money  they  i^sue.  They 
asi  the  privilege  of  making  money,  not  by  coin- 
Uji,  but  by  stamping  a  money  value  upon  paper. 
Toey  ask  the  privilege  of  exercising  this  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  by  making  money  out  of  that 
wlildt  htt  lio  intrinsic  value;  and  for  the  redem^- 
ttii  of  irtieK  they  are  not  responsible*    What  is 


the  respop-ibiliiy  of  these  banksl  A  pretended 
amount  of  stodr.  But  who  knows  bow  much  stock 
is  there  in  reality? — ^bow  much  has  been  abstracted 
by  losses,  by  peculation,  and  bank  frauds?  There 
msf  not  be  a  dollar  therr.  I  do  hope  that  an 
amendment  of  this  kind,  the  justice  of  which  is  so 
plain  and  palpable,  will  be  adopted. 

The  question  upon  the  amendment  was  then  ta- 
ken, as  follows: 

YEAS— Menri.  Allen,  Benton,  Buctianao,  (Jalhoan.  Cuth- 
beft,  Henderson,  King,  McDuffle,  McRoberts,  Sturgeon,  Tap* 
pan,  Walker,  Wiloox,  Woodbury,  Wrigtil, and  Young— 16. 

NAYS— Iteeere.  Archer.  Barrow,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Coofad,  CraAs,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evatis,  Oraham, 
Hvntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Niiler,  Moreliead.  Porter,  Rivea, 
Slmmona.  f«mi(ti  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  TAllmadgo,  While,  and 
Woodbridge— 25b 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  an  amendment 
to  offer,  and  he  desired  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 
He  thought  the  great  evil  of  the  banking  system 
was,  that,  although  all  the  States  had  determined 
that  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  should  be  a 
foifeituie  cf  the  charter,  yet  there  was  no  efficient 
machinery  provided  by  law  to  carry  thai  forfeiture 
into  effect.  His  object  was  to  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  law  officer  of  the  Qovernmeot  to  proceed 
against  such  bank,  without  waiting  for  a  formal 
complaint  or  information.  He  desired  a  vote  upon 
this  amendment  by  yeas  and  nays;  for  he  believed 
the  unanimity  of  the  Senate,  upon  this  point,  would 
produce  a  great  deal  of  good. 

Mr.  BuGHJiiAM's  amendment  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

That,  if  any  of  the  eaid  banks  shall  hereafter  suspend  spects 
psymente,  or  refuse  to  pay  on  demand  any  of  their  notes,  de- 
posltsa,  or  other  obligations,  in  specie,  it  shall  t>e  the  dnty  of 
the  disiiict  attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  ex  <>^'o, 
to  file  a  bill  before  the  proper  court,  whose  duty  it  sh8llt)e,  upon 
lecal  proof  of  tha  fact,  to  decree  the  forfeiture  of  the  charier  of 
said  defaultinff  bank,  and  place  it  in  a  state  of  liqaidation,  and 
wind  up  iiB  aroin  according  to  the  rules  and  practice  of  a  court 
of  chaocery;  first  payiag  out  of  the  assets  of  each  of  the  said 
banks,  respectively,  ail  the  holders  of  their  notes  in  preference 
to  all  other  demands  against  ttwm,  and  to  apportion  tha  te- 
muoing  assets  pro  rata  among  all  the  other  creditors.' 

Upon  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mesan.  Allen,  Archer,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Bayard, 
Benton,  Berrien.  Buchanan,  Choate,  Claytop,  Conrad,  CraAs, 
Crittenden,  Cutnbert,  Davton,  Evans,  Graham,  Hsndorson, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Kioc,  HcDuflie,  McRoberts,  Maogom,  Mil- 
ler. Porter,  9mllh  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tappao,  Walker, 
White,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young->36. 

NAY-Mr.  Morahead-1. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  rose  and  said,  as  the  bill 
had  just  been  amended  so  as  to  prcTeni  the  banln 
from  issuing  their  own  suspended  paper,,  yet,  as 
that  amendment  did  not  prevem  them  from  issuing 
the  suspended  paper  of  other  banks,  he  would  move 
an  amendment  which  would  embrace  the  latter. 

Mr.  Bkntoii's  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

8bo.  3.  And  be  it  further  eiuicted.  That  neither  of  the  banks 
shall  circulate  or  receive,  pa^r  out,  or  in  any  way  use,  any  paper 
currency  which  is  not  equivalent  (o  gold  and  silver  coin;  and 
all  contracts  and  transactions  loonded  on  such  suspended  or  de- 
preciated notes  or  bills  of  suspended  banks,  and  every  violation 
of  this  section,  shall.be  a  violation  of  the  charier  or  the  bank, 
and  a  focfeltura  thereof. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  proposed  a  modification  of 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows: 

Sbo;  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  neither  of  the  banks 
shall  circulate  the  notes  or  bills  of  suspended  banks;  andsvsry 
violation  of  thfai  lectloD  shall  be  a  Tiotatioo  of  the  charter  of  tiie 
bank,  and  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

Upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were — 

YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Conrad, 
Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evana,  OrahonK  Kerr,  Mangum, 
Milter,  Morehead,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith  oflndiana,  Sprague, 
Taitmadge,  and  Woodbridge— 20. 

NAYS-^MessfS.  Allen,  Bagbv,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cothbert, 
McRoberts,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  and  Wright 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  concurred  in; 
and  upon  the  question  of  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill,  and  ordering  it  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  WKIGHT  rose  and  called  upon  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  by  whom  the  bill  had  been 
reported,  to  slate  bow  far  the  directors  of  these 
banks  had  complied  with  the  provision  of  their 
former  charters,  which  required  that  all  loans  to 
aiiy  president,  cashier,  or  director,  or  any  officer  of 
the  bank,  to  a  greater  amount  than  $10,000,  should 
be  regularly  reduced  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent, 
annually. 

Mr.  MILLER  replied  that  he  knew  nothing 
about iL 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    Then  all  I  hare  to  'ny  is,  if 


we  are  called  on  to  recharter  these  banks  for  a  pe- 
riod pf  ten  years,  while  the  chairman  of  the  com* 
mittee  who  brought  the  bill  before  the  Senate,  and 
pressed  its  immediate  passage,  to  the  eiclusion  of 
all  other  business,  and  who  has  taken  the  whole 
session  to  investigate  the  matter,  does  not  know 
whether  a  provision  so  important  as  this  has  been 
complied  with,  it  is  lime  for  the  Senate  to  heaitai^ 
for  I  consider  ibis  one  of  the  most  material  pro- 
visions  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  these  instita* 
tionc  to  a  state  of  soundness. 
Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  the  following: 

And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  the  act  forconttaiaing  tha 
charters  of  said  tianks  shall  be  null  and  void  in  every  caae  in 
which  any  one  of -said  l»anlcs  shall  not  have  complied  with  the 
tetms,  contlltions,  and  provisions  of  the  acts  by  which  they 
hsve  tieen  heretolore  continued. 

Uprn  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bsgby,  Benton,  Culhbert.  £ing,  S(u^ 
geon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbiry,  Wright,  and  YouRg— U. 

NAYS— Measrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Oralkll^ 
Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Man< 
gum.  Miller,  Morehead,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith  of  IndUmi, 
Sprague,  Tatlmadga,  and  Woodbridgs— 20. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Upon  the  question  of  the  engrossment  of  iha 
bill,  the  yeas  aod  nays  were  as  follows: 
YEA8— -Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Baytrd,  Bsrrfeii, 


Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton.  Evans,  Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr, 
Mangum,  Miller,  Moreneao,  Porter.  Sevier,  Simmons^  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Sprsgue,  Tallmadge,  and  Woodbrid|re--!S. 

NAYS>-MeMrs.  Allen,  Bagby.  Benton,  Cuthben,  McRobaris^ 
Sturgeon,  Tappan,  Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  aad  Yoang 

The  bill  was  accdrdingly  ordered  to  be  eogrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  S.  -Calhoun, 
having  been  relumed  from  the  House  with  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration — the  question  being  on 
concurring  with  the  amendment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  what  was  the  effect  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  said  the  effect<of  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  House  was  to  restore  the  bill  to  what 
it  was  when  it  came  from  the  House. 

Mr.  KING  was  entirely  opposed  to  it;  and  he 
moved  that  the  Senate  insist  on  its  amehdmeflt| 
and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  WOODBURY  were  op- 
posed  to  having  any  appropriating  clause  in  the 
bill.  They  maintained  that  there  was  great  im- 
propriety in  trusting  any  officer  to  make  an  award 
for  consequential  damages,  as  was  proposed  by  this 
amendment  of  the  House.  It  was  right  that  Con- 
gress should  see  the  award  first,  before  appropria* 
ting  money  for  it. 

Seme  further  debate  was  had  on  the  bill,  between 
Messrs.  BERRIEN,  KING,  WRIGHT,  and  GRA- 
HAM, on  the  impropriety  of  making  a  specific  ap- 
propriation in  this  bill,  when  the  Committee  on 
Claims  were  unanimously  opposed  to  it. 

The  Senate  finally  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  House,  and  insisted  on  its  own  amendment; 
and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  a  committee  of 
conference  of  three,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate^  was 
authorized  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  lake 
into  consideration  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  insolvent  acts  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  having  been  returned  from  the 
Hou5e  with  an  amendment,  exempting  females 
from  the  operation  of  the  imprisonment  portion  of 
the  insolvent  law,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

Several  House  bills  were  read  twice,  and  appro- 
priately referred. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  some  remarks  on  the  pro- 
priety cf  first  disposing  of  Senate  bills  to  which  no 
objection  would  arise.  His  suggestion,  however, 
was  not  yielded  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  House  bill  directing  the  running 
of  the  northern  line  of  the  reserve  of  the  half-breed 
Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians,  by  the  treaty  of 
the  4th  of  August,  1834. 

Mr.  B.  also  made  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  tbe  Judiciary,  touching  the  title  of  the  First 
Municipality  of  New  Orleans  to  a  lot  of  land  in 
that  city:  oidcred  to  be  printed* 
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Senate  bill  grantiDg  a  pension  to  David  Welch, 
and  the  bill  Tor  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Lewis,  were 
taken  ap  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered, 
leporied  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  to  continue  the 
Camberland  road  was  called,  in  its  order  on  the 
calendar,  at  fi^e  o*cloek  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  said  he  had  not  charge 
of  the  bill;  bat  be  was  very  anzioas  that  the  bill 
should  be  passed.  This  was  the  first  time  it  had 
been  called,  and  it  was  impossible  to  get  it  taken 
up  oat  of  its  order.  He  exceedingly  regretted  that 
the  period  was  so  late.  This  was  the  last  day  at 
which  bills  of  the  Senate  could  be  sent  to  the 
House}  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  House  had 
adjourned.  He  said  that  the  rules  might  be  sus- 
pended to-morrow,  to  send  the  bill  to  the  Hoase, 
\t  it  could  be  passed.  He  assured  Senators  that 
the  appropriations  for  the  road  would  be  pressed 
until  the  work  was  completed. 

Several  Senators  snggested  that,  at  this  late  pe- 
riod, it  would  be  useless  to  proceed  with  the  bill, 
as  it  would  lead  to  debate,  and  defeat  the  whole 
calendar;  and  could  not  be  acted  upon  in  the  House, 
if  it  were  passed. 

The  bill,  on  motion,  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

House  bill,  making  appropriations  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Ashbarton  treaty,  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Coibmittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  th$  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  orders. 

Senate  bill,  providing  for  the  publication  of  the 
debates  and  proceedings  of  Congress,  (about  which 
there  was  to  much^discussion  on  yesterday,)  being 
the  first  on  the  list  of  the  special  orders,  was,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBRIDQB,  passed  over 
informally.  He  presumed  the  Senate  had  no  dis- 
position to  ccntinue  the  discussion  upon  it.  It 
might,  therefore,  be  considered  as  having  been 
consigned  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulels. 

The  bill  to  refund  to  Massachusetts  the  balance 
due  her  for  disbursements  during  the  late  war  with 
Qreat  Britain,  came  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  reducing  the  amount  of  appropriation  in  it  from 
1973,716  to  #227,176  48. 

Mr.  C.  then  explained  the  propriety  of  the 
amendment;  and  trusted,  after  its  adoption,  no  ob- 
jection would  be  made  to  the  bill.  The  bill  merely 
allowed  to  Massacbosetts,  on  the  same  principle 
that  allowances  had  been  made  to  other  States  for 
like  services.   . 

Mr.  BENTON  said  no  allowance  had  been 
made  to  other  States  on  tbe^principle  involved  in 
this  bill. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  some  remarks  again&t  the 
bill;  in  the  course  of  which,  he  alluded  to  the  re- 
fusal of  Massachusetts,  dorisg  the  war,  when  our 
soil  was  invaded,  to  permit  her  militia  to  muster 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  He  main- 
tained that  (with  the  exception  of  the  claims  for 
compensating  the  heirs  of  the  traitor  Hull  for  the 
surrender  of  our  soil  and  our  army)  there  never 
was  a  more  iniquitous  claim  before  Congress.  It 
was  as  absurd  and  wicked  as  the  Hall  claim. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  an  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen not  to  recur  to  them,  but  to  permit  the  little 
aberrations  from  the  straight  line  of  duty  of  the  old 
Bay  State  to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  He  admitted 
that  she  acted  improperly;  [bat  her  course  was  at- 
tributable rather  to  the  heat  of  party  than  to  a 
want  of  patriotism.  He  maintained  that  other 
States  had  been  paid  upon  the  very  principles  qf 
this  bill,  for  the  services  of  their  militia;  and  in- 
stanced the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  some  remarks  against  the 
bill.  He  recurred  to  the  scenes  whish  agitated  the. 
country  at  the  time  Massachusetts  refused  to  per- 
mit her  militia  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Stales;  after  a  review  of  which,  he  said 
he  could  not  vote  that  State  a  dollar. 

Mr.  BATES  defended  his  State  from  the  asper- 
sions which  bad  been  cast  upon  it.  He  contended 
that  Massichnsetts  was  entitled  to  the  balance 
provided  for  in  the  bill,  unless  the  law-makers  in- 
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tended  to  become  the  law-breakers.  He  contended 
that  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  had  been  paid 
for  disbursements  made  during  the  war,  on  the 
very  principle  which  was  involved  in  this  bill;  and, 
unless  it  was  intended  to  make  Massachusetts  an 
exception,  she  should  be  alk>wed  the  balance  due 
her  lorthwiih. 

Mr.  ALLEN  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
bill,  urging  that,  if  it  was  passed,  it  would  be  justi- 
fying and  rewardtn<  a  revolt  against  the  Union  by 
jk  pari  of  the  Union — a  revolt,  too,  in  favor  of  a 
foreign  enemy;  for  all  who,  in  times  of  such  peril, 
refused  to  fight  for  their  country,  took  sides  with 
the  enemies  of  their  country.  Such  was,  in  effeet, 
the  course  of  Massachusetts  during  the  war.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  appealed  to  the  Senators  on 
the  opposite  t>id«  not  to  press  this  bill,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  so  many  important  bills  on  the  calendar.  If 
they  persisted  in  such  coarse,  he  had  an  amend- 
ment to  propose  to  it,  to  pay  the  claims  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Some  conversational  debate  took  place  here,  be- 
tween Messrs.  EVANS,  WOODBURY,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, and  bates;  as  to  the  claims  of  New  ^ 
Hampshire,  and  as  to  the  understanding,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  night,  that,  if  this  bill  gave  rise  to 
debate,  it  would  be  laid  over.  The  matter  was 
terminated,  however,  by  the  bill  being  reported  to 
the  Senate.  The  amendment  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Senate,  at 
half  past  8  o'clock,  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  execative  business;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

TuESDiT,  February  28, 1843. 

Mr.  H.  DODQB  presented  a  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Rochester  and  vicinity, 
Racine  county.  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
Congress  to  establish  a  tri-weekly  mail  from  the 
town  oi  Racine,  passing  Rochester,  to  the  town  of 
Bast  Troy,  in  Walworth  county. 

Also,  presented  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
East  Troy,  Walworth  county.  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin, asking  Congress  to  establish  a  tri-weekly  mail 
from  the  town  of  Racine,  by  the  town  of  Rochester, 
to  the  town  of  East  Troy,  to  intersect  the  Milwaukie 
and  Janesville  route. 

Mr.  PAYNE  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Alabama,  asking  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Linden,  Alabama,  to  Almuche,  in 
Marion  county  Mississippi:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  LITTLEFIELD  of  Maioe  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolutiou;  which  was  adopted: 

Retolvtd^  Tliat,  daring  the  remainder  of  the  present  eession, 
the  House  will  meet  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.  * 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  sever- 
ally read  twice,  and  referred: 

The  bill  regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins  in  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  6nal 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri,  ap- 
proved 9th  July,  1833;  and  the  act  supplemental 
thereto,  approved  dd  March,  1833. 

The  bill  filing  the  value  of  certain  foreign  mo- 
ney in  accounts  and  computation  at  the  custom- 
heuses. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "^'An  act  to  en- 
able claimants  to  land  within  the  limits  of  Missouri, 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims,"  ap- 
proved 26th  May,  1824;  and  an  act  amending  the 
same,  and  extending  the  provisions  oT  said  act  to 
claimants  to  land  within  the  Stales  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

The  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of  the 
public  domain  towards  the  completion  of  works  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  Slate  of  Michigan, 
and  for  other  purposes:  referred  to  the  Committer 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  amending  the  laws  regulating  imprison- 
ment for  debt  in  the  District  of  Columbia:  referred 
to  the  District  Conmiitee. 


The  bill  to  extend  the  Patent  Office  to  9th  sticet: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Baildinfk 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bfyu,  H. 
YouDg,  and  Benjamin  Young:  referred  to  the  Oooa* 
miitee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

The  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Richard  Pa^tten:  refcf- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  act  CAtiUed 
*'A-n  act  respecting  the  organization  of  the  army, 
and  for  other  purposes,*^  passed  23d  Angast,  1842: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaire. 

The  bill  declaring  Robbinston,  in  the  Stale  of 
Maine,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commercft 

The  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  meichandiae  it- 
covered  from  shipwreck,  in  certain  cases,  free  of 
duty:  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  BUlei:  le- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '* An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  the  Dozthem 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide 
for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  expreaaed,*  ap- 
proved June  15th,  1836*'— 

Having  been  read  a  second  time,  Mr.  HOWARD 
moved  that  it  be  referred  to  ihe  Committee  pa  Pob- 
lie  LAuds. 

Mr.  DODGE  of  Wisconsin  resisted  the  motion. 
He  moTcd  that  the  reference  be  to  the  Commitlee 
on  Territories.  Blr.  D.  stated  that,  althoagh  the 
title  of  the  bill  did  not  imply,  and. the  House  ought 
not  know,  it  was,  nevertheless,  a  bill  relating  td 
the  disputed  boundary  between  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin  and  the  State  of  Michigao;  and,  as 
such,  there  was  no  propriety  in  its  going  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  It  should  notost 
unquestionably  go  either  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  or  that  of  Territories.  He.  (Mr.  D.) 
preferred  the  latter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Howabo^ 
motion,  and  it  was  rejected. 
'  It  then  recurred  on  the  .motion  of  Mr.  Dodge,  and 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ter- 
ritories. ' 

The  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  a  Cal- 
houn, returned  from  the  Senate.with  an  amend- 
ment, was  read,  and,  together  with  the  Senate^ 
amendment,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BARTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  res<4tttion  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  to  the  House,  at  the  next  sessioa  of 
Congress,  certain  information  i]|  regard  to  the  ser- 
vices of  such  of  the  Florida  militia  as  have  not 
been  paid  for  the  same:  adopted. 

Mr.  BURKB  presented^ertain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Hampshire;  which  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed! 

Mr.  COWBN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  retelntion  referring  the  daim  of  Joeeph 
Nock  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

COMMERCIAL  AGS9NT  IN  AFRICA. 

Mr.  JOHN  P.  KENNEDY,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  to  whom  had  been  referred,  at 
the  last  session,  the  memorial  ot  the  general  con- 
vention of  the  friends  «f  Afpcan  colonization, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  joint  resolution, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commeicial 
agent  to  reside  on  t^e  coast  of  Africa. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  and  referred, 

Mr.  KENNEDY  moved  the  priming  of  the  re* 
port,  and  the  engraving  of  the  accompanying 
map. 

Mr.  AI>AMS  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  whether  the  com- 
mittee had  been  informed  that  any  question  had 
been  made  or  settled  by  the  Qovernment  whether 
these  colonic^  so  called,  were  colonies  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales. 

Mr.  JOHN  P.  KENNEDY  replicdk  that  the 
proposition  submitted  in  this  report  piSented  an 
inquiry  into  this  qoestioo — ^what  were  the  relations 
of  these  colonies  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States)  The  committee  had  expressed  no  opinion 
on  the  subject,  but  proposed  to  refer  It  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  to  report  to  the  Honse  what  the  le- 
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lations  of  tli«m  eolonles  were,  and  what  they  ought 
to  be,  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  wish  to  have  an  ex- 
tra number  of  eopies  of  the  report  printed;  and  be 
was  happj  to  hear  that  the  question  was  to  be  dis- 
eimed  in  the  Gongrev  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GAVB  J0HN90N  objected  to  the  printing 
of  the  map,  oiribe  grcond  of  the  abuses  that  had 
heretofore  existed  in  this  description  of  work;  bnt, 
>  on  being  assared  by  iMr.  KENNEDY  that  the  cost 
would  not  be  over  one  hnndred  dollars,  withdrew 
hia  objection,  with  the  nndersianding  that  the  mo- 
tion alionid  be  so  modified  as  to  direct  the  eng ra- 
▼higy  proTided  it  ooald  be  ^ne  for  that  snm. 

Mr.  JOOINEDY  having  accordingly  modified 
his  motiODy 

Mr.  BUTLER  of  SonthL  Carolina  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  qnestioh  on  printing  was  then  taken  and 


■  Mr.  KENNEDY  ihen  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  more  the  printing  of  three  thousand  extra 
copies. 

Mr.  RAYNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, Tpporieda  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferguson  db 
Read;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Connecticnt,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  de- 
liYCQr  at  the  city  of  Lafayette,  Louisiana;  which 
was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

ARMY  BILL. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer* 
eaee,  aj>pointed  on  the  diiiagreeing  voxki  of  the  two 
Hooses  oh  the^^amendments  of  the .  Senate  to  the 
army  bill,  reported  that  the  Joint  committee  had 
sgreed  to-  recommend  tu  the  House  to  recede  from 
ilB  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  said  amendments  be  adopted. 

GUN  CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL  submitted  a  resoloiion,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  report  to  the  Heosp,  at 
the  next  session,  a  statement,  showing  the  improve- 
mem  in  gun-carriages  made  by  Lieutenant  J.  O. 
Van  Brunt:  adopted^ 

MARIKE  H03PITAL8. 

Mr.  SHERLOCK  J.  ANDREWS,  from  the 
CoBomJttee  on  Commerqei  reported  a  bill  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  con^tmction  of  marine 
hospiials  on  the,  Western  waters:  read  twice,  and 
referred. 

LAW  AGENT  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mn  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub-* 
lie  Lands,  reported  %  bill  providing  for  thcappointy 
meat  of  a  law  agent  in  Florida:  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRONSON, 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
from  the  further  censideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  in  relation  to  the  two  per  cent,  fond  of  the 
Slate  of  Mississippi;  and  the  same  having  been 
ttken  up  in  the  House,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
ud  then  read  the  third  lime  and  passed.  ^ 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  (oblic  Ltnd^,  to  whom  had  been  jreferred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  donations  of 
lands  to  certain  persons  in  Arkansas,  and  the  Sen- 
ate bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hntcbins,  reported 
them  severally  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  fi'om  the  Senate 
sQpplementar]r  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  settle 
titles  to  lands  in  Arkansas,*'  reported  thesame  with- 
ont  amendment 

Mr.  MORROW,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  moved  to  discbarge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  States 
o(  Ohio  and  Michigan,  ceded  by  the  Wyandot 
Indians;  and  thesame  being  taken  up  in  the  House, 
was  or«lered  to  be  engrossed,  and  then  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  BRIGGHS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  anihonze  th^  Postmaster  General  to  settle  and 
allow  certain  accounts  of  J.  and  P.  Voorhees. 
It  was  read  three  times,  and  pasted. 
Mr.  BARNARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodidaxy,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
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western  judicial  disirict  of  Virginia,  and  the  peti- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  bat  in  said  disirict, 
praying  an  increase  of  salary  of  their  district  judge, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  agreed  to  recom- 
mend an  increase  of  |200,  and  instructed  him  to 
move  the  same  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  now 
pending  before  the  House,  to  regulate  and  fix  the  - 
salaries  of  district  judges,  when  said  bill  i*houid  be 
before  the  House  for  its  action. 

He  also  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  various  papers; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabit- 
anis  of  Florida,  with  a  substitute  for  the  entire 
bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  same  com- 
mitiee,  reported,  without  amendment,  a  Senate  bill, 
the  title  of  which  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  M.  BROWN,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  for  the  district  of  Bast 
Tennessee;  which  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CROSS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  Baker,  deceased; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  DEBBRRY,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Agri- 
culture, made  several  unfavorable  reports;  amongst 
others,  one  on  the  memorial  of  M.  R.  Barilett. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  Senate  bill;  and,  on  bis 
motion,  the  committee  was  discharged  from  the 
further  coniideration  of  various  papers. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reporied  Senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Ck>mpany; 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  BROWN,  the  CommiUee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further 
.  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  for  an  increase  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  actions  of 
debt,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  |100. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, asked  the  House  to  take  up.  the  bill  to  divide 
the  dnited  States  into  two  military  districts. 

Mr.  J.  COOPER  objected  to  its  being  taken  up 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  C.  H:  WILLIAMS  hoped  the  House  would 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  that 
bill;  it  involved  no  principle,  being  simply  an  act  of 
justice;  and  be  promised,  if  the  House  would  take 
it  up,  that  he  would  move  the  previous  question. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  and  ultimately  Mr. 
C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules;  but,  on  a  division  taken  by  tellers,  the  vote 
was  88  in  the  affirmative,  and  47  in  the  nef;ative — 
the  motion  was  therefore  lost;  the  majority  being 
less  than  two-thirds. 

Mr.  BURNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
C.  Sartori;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  a'so  moved 
that  the  same  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
case  of  Purser  Wm.  Speldeu)  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  by  direction  of  the  committee,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  (he  further  consideration  of  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  in 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  Union. 

He  also,  as  an  individual  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, desired  to  offer  a  resolution  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Mary  Ann  Linton;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

He  also  obtained  the  discharge  of  the  committee 
from  a  large  mass  of  papers.     # 

Mr.  McKENNAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  direct  experiments  to  be 
^nade  to  test  the  practicability  and  utility  of  J.  W. 
Kirk's  Mississippi  boat^fender,  and  making  an  ap- 
propriation of  (lyOOO  for  that  purpose. 


It   was   read  twice,  and    Mr.  McKENNAN 

moved  that  it  be  pot  upon  its  passage,  instead  of 
being  committed. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  objected. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Yirgioia  Ftrennously  objected  to 
the  motion,  and  said,  if  the  course  pursaed  by 
many  gentlemen  was  persisted  in,  we  should  have 
expenditures  for  experiments  of  every  humbug 
that  could  be  thought  of. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  lay  the.  motion  to  sns- 
pend  the  rules  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  on  a  count  by  tellers. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  then  safd  he  did  not  desire  to 
consume  the  time  of  the  House,  and  would,  there- 
fore, withdraw  his  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  and 
move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SIEENROD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Cumberland  road  east  of  the  State  of 
Ohio;  which  was  read  twice,  and  refezred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  BOARDMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  (or  the 
erection  of  two  buildini!;s  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments:  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  YORKE  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  report  to  Congress  the  number  of  persons  who 
were  attached  to  the  Florida  squadron,  according 
to  the  plan  of  Lieut.  McLaoghlin,  from  9th  Octo- 
ber, 1841,  to  9ih  October,  1842. 

THE  ARMY  BILL. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Con- 
ference Committee  on  the  army  bill  be  taken  up, 
and  passed  upon. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  read^ 

Mr.  CAYE  JOHNSON  inquired  what  was  the 
effect  of  the  conference. 

Mr.  ALLEN  replied  that  the  House  committee 
had  receded  from  the  disagreement  of  the  House  to 
the  Senate  amendment,  adding  ten  cadets  to  be  ta- 
ken at  large. 

Mr.  CAYE  JOHNSON  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  agree  with  the  committee  in  their  recom- 
mendation to  recede.  He  was  for  bringing  down 
this  academy. 

Mr.  ALLEN  explained  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  the  Committee  of  Conference  to  agree  to 
add  ten  cadets  to  be  taken  at  large.  They  viewed 
it  as  a  matter  of  common  justice  to  those  army  and 
navy  officers  whose  sons  would  be  excluded  by  the 
fact  that  they  did  not  happen  to  reside  permanent- 
ly in  any  one  congressional  district. 

Mr.  STANLY  hoped  that  the  report  would  be 
agreed  to,  and  the  power  given  to  the  President  to 
appoint  the  ten  additional  cadets. 

Mr.  ADAMS  urged,  as  a  reason  for  adopting  the 
report  of  the  conference  committee,  that,  in  case  of 
its  rejection,  the  whole  army  bill  might  be  lost. 

Mr.  EYERETT  advocated,  and.  Mr.  CAL. 
HOUN  opposed,  the  report  of  the  conference  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  the  previous  question,- 
which  was  sustained;  and  the  conference  report 
agreed  to  by  (he  House — ayes  88,  noes  53. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  reported  a  resoliition  authorizing  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  to  purchase  for  the  Library  of 
Congress  so  many  sets  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States  as  might  be  necessary  to  complete  the  sets 
now  in  the  Library. 

Mr.  CAYE  JOHNSON  said  that  this  resola- 
tion  involved  a  large  and  useless  appropriation, 
and  therefore  he  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  - 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  would  not  be 
necessary  for  the  resolution  to  go  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 


Si^ 
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Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  movfed  that  the  resola- 
tfotif  be  had  on  the  table. 

Tbi?  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  77,  noes  not 
counted.  * 

IMPRISONMENT  FOU  DEBT. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  I^istrictof  Colambia,  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  from  the  Senate  ameodiiig  the  laws 
regnlaling  imprisonment  for  debt  ia  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  bill  was  taken  np  and  read. 

Mr.  HOLMES  offered  an  amendinent,  provi- 
ding that  no  female  shall  be  impruoned  on  mesne 
or  final  proficfs. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Sooth  Carolina  that  this  amendment  in- 
volved the  neces^ily  of  sending  the  bill  back  to  the 
Senate,  and  it  might  be  thus  lost.  He  thought  the 
gentleman  bad  better  reserve  his  amendment  for 
tiie  Houfe  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  it>r  debt. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  bad  no  idea  thai  ibe  till  named 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  could  be  leacbed 
at  this  period  of  the  session.  He  thought  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  better  persist  in 
his  amendment,  and  on  it  he  would  move  th«  pre* 
Tious  question. 

The  amendment  wa.«  then,  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  qaes'ion,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
man from  K4>ntucky  [Mr.  UNDsawoon]  to  call  up 
his  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  dVbt  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  accordingly,  moved  to  Uke 
up  that  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
let  the  general  appropriation  bill,  on  which  the 
prevloHs  question  bad  been  moved,  be  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  his  motion  to  take 
up  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the 
IMstrict  of  Columbia;  but 

Mr.  FILLMORE  insiaiing  on  giving  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  that  bill, 
being  the  first  business  in  order,  was  taken  up;  and 
the  previous  question  being  seconded,  and  the  main 
question  ordered, 

The  first  question  was  stated  by  the  Chair  to  be 
the  an^ndment  made  by  ihe  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  [Mr.  ATcaioo  ] 

[The  amendment,  in  substance,  provides  that 
the  forther  prosecution  of  the  coast  survey  shall  be 
discontinued;  and  that  f  10,000  be  appropriated  to 
enable  Mr.  Hassler  and  his  assistants  to  reduce  to 
paper  the  notes  now  on  hand,  which  were  taken 
in  the  field  dnring  the  last  summer;  and  that  a  re- 
port should  be  made  to  Congress  at  the  next  ses- 
•ion,  containing  a  plan  for  carrying  on  the  work 
in  fnturej 

Mr.  Wise  objected  that  the  amendment  was  not 
in  order;  but, 

The  SPEAKER  overruling  the  objection, 

Mr.  AYCRIGG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  on  taking  the  question, 
resulted  in  yeas  75,  nays  107;  thus  rejecting  the 
amendment. 

The  Clerk  then  read  all  the  amendments  Vhich 
had  been  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  which 
wereconcuned  in,  with  some  exceptions,  which 
were  reserved  for  the  action  of  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  to  ivhich  excepiion  was 
made,  was  the  item  appropriating  |3,000  for  a 
commissioner  to  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Mr.  RAYNBR  made  the  objection,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon;  but  they  wsre  not 
ordered.  He  then  called  for  tellerp,  and  they  were 
ordered,  and  Messrs.  Read  and  Jamks  were  ap* 
pointed.  The  amendment  was  concurred  in— 86 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  38  in  the  negative. 

The  next  amendment  to  which  objection  was 
made,  was  that  making  an  appropriation  for 
au  agent  to  make  inqnirief;  respecting  the  commu- 
nication between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific 
oceans  by  the  Is'hmus  of  Darien. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  tellers,  and  Messrs. 
Limn  and  Meoill  were  appointed,  and  reported 
SI5  in  the  affirmative,  atfd  100  in  the  negative;  so 
the  amendment  was  not  concnrred  in. 

The  next  amendment  to  which  objection  had 
been  made,  was  the  proviso  introduced  by  Mr. 


BoTTs,  to  prevent  the  payment  of  any  sum  ap- 
propriated by  iteds  under  the  head  of  **foreign 
iiitercourse,**  for  salaries  or  outfits  of  any  minister, 
charg^  des  affaires,  or  other  foreign  representatives, 
appointed  to  any  post  now  vacant,  or  that  may 
beccme  vacant  dunng  the  pfesent  session  of  Con- 
gress, unless  such  appointment  shall  be  made  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  content  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  called  foi'  teMers. 

Mr.  McCLELLAN  of  New  York  calldd  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ^yeas  60,  nays 
101.  as  followf : 

YEA9~MeMn.  Landaff  W.  Andnws,  Arnold,  Babeoct, 
BirdMje,  Blair,  Boaidman,  Bmoaon,  Milton  Brown,  Willfam 
B.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  CamplMll,  Caf  uthen,  Caaey,  Chit* 
tQDden,  James  Coouer,  Coweo,  Cranaton.  Cravens,  Crawford, 
G.  DaTia,  John  Eawands,  Fessenden,  Fdlmore,  Gamble,  P.  G. 
Goode,  Graham^  Howard,  Hudson,  J.  R.  IngersoU,  James^  John 
P.  Kennedy,  King,  Linn,  HcKennan,  Samaon  Maaon,  Mat- 
U)ckB,  Maxwell,  Maynardj  Meriwether.  Mitchell,  Moore,  llor* 

Sin,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Powell,  Rayner, 
Lidgway,  Slade,  tlunly,  iSiracton,  John  T.  Stuart,  8ttmmec% 
Toland,  Underwood,  Van  Rensselaer,  WaUacai  Waahington, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  and  Jotm  Young— 60. 

NAYSk-Mess^  Adattis,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ar- 
rlngton.  Barton,  Beeson,  Bidiack,  Borden,  Bowne,  Brewster, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  C.  Brown,  Burke,  Burnell,  Wm.  Butler, 
Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Gary,  ChapmanJColes,  Mark 
A.  Cooper.  Cross,  Cuahlng,  Daniel,  liichard  D.  mtIs,  Dean, 
Deberry.Doig,  J«hn  C  Edwaida,  Ferris  John  G.  Floyd,  Chas. 
A.  Floyd,  Foroance,  Gates,  Gerry,  Giddings,  Gilmer,  William 
O.  Goods,  Gordon,  Granger,  Gwin,  Hall,  Harris,  Henry, 
Holmes,  Hopkins.  Houck.  Housloo,  Hubard,  Hunter,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  William  W.  Irwin,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  LitUefield,  Lowell,  Abraham  Mc- 
Clellan,  Robert  McClellanj  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallorr, 
Marchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  John  Thomson  Mason,  Me- 
dlll.  Morrow.  Newhard,  Parmenter,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pope, 
Profflt,  Read,  Reading.  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Riges,  Rodney, 
Wm.  Russell,  James  M.  RusselL  Baltonstali,  aanford,  Saund- 
ers, Sewell.  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shlelda,  Wm.  Smith,  Snyder, 
Sieenrod,  Siokely,  sumter,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tomlioson,  Trot- 
ti,  Tumey,  Van  Buren,  Ward,  Westbrook,  Wimhrop,  Wise, 
andWo«t-101. 

The  several  amendments  adopted  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pnbltc  Bnlldings,  were  then  adopted. 

All  of  the  amendments  having  been  passed  upon, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment. 

It  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  called  np  his  motion  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  divide  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  two  military  districts.  It  was  pnt, 
and  agreed  to,  (as  the  reporter  understood,  amid 
the  general  noise  in  the  hall. 

Several  gentlemen  gave  notice  of  iheir  intention 
to  submit  motions  to  take  up  particular  bills  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

BXBCUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  nnm- 
ber  of  executive  communications,  via: 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  certain  eorreapondence  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  the  Spanish  minister 
to  this  Government:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affain»  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Navy  Department 
transmitting  statistics  in  relation  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  that  department  for  stationery  and  job 
printing:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, stating  the  number  and  compensation  of 
officers  of  the  customs:  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, calling  for  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of 
navy  officer*:  laid  on  the  t  able,  and  ordered  lo  be 
printed. 

A  commnnication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  the  call  for  information  in  rcUt* 
tion  to  the  pay,  dbc,  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
loan:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from   the  Treasury  Depart- < 
ment,  transmitting,   in    accordance  with  acts  of 
Congress,  a  list  and  statement  of  unsettled  acconnts 
in  that  departmenn  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

AMOS  &BNDALL. 

The  SPEAKER  asked   l«ave  to   submit   the, 
resolutions   of  the    State  of  Maine,    in     favor 
of  a  release  of  Amos  Kendall,  latt  Postmaster 
Qeneral  of  the  United  States,  from  the  judgment 


given  against  him  by  the  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  ati.  the  taol^;  ani!  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

PRE-EMPTION  RiafaLta 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  asked  the  favor  of  tke  How 
to  take  up  and  pase  the  biJl  "eiplsBaioiy  of  an 
act  granting  pre-emption  rights  io  certain  setileit 
on  the  pmhJie  lands." 

The  bill  was  read  through;  and  having  been  or- 
dered to  iia  f agrassmeM,  was-  read  a  thifd  tioMi 
and  passed. 

On  BoUon  by  Mr.  eUSHINO,  the  Hooseie- 
Kolved  itself  into  Coramiiiee  of  ttsr  Wbote,  (Mr. 
SuMMBBs  of  Virginia  in  the  diair) 

Mr.  CUttHING  then  moved  to  Ull0fc  up^  the  bill 
to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  Washaatsioa. 

Mr.  BRIGGB  flM>ved  to  take  op  the  Post  OAoe 
bill. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  of  Maryland  moved  40  tthe  up 
the  warehoasing  bilL 

Mr.  WINTHROPmoyed  to  take  up  the  lights 
house  bill. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  Mr.  Cmauie^ 
motion,  and  it  was  carried. 

TREATY  OP  WASHOreTdK. 

So  the  committee  agreed  to  take  up  the  bin  pro- 
viding for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  Wa^- 
iiuton^  and,  the  bill  having  be^n  reid, 

^  ^^Wr.  McKKON  said  he  wsb  aware  that  this  wu 
about  the  last  chance  that  the  House  had  to  send 
hilts  to  the  Senau*,  and  that  the  time  of  the  Hoose 
ought  not  to  be  unnecessarily  takten  ap.  His  in- 
tention, tb«»refore,  was  to  express  to  (he  eommftiee, 
in  the  most  concise  manner,  his  objeetions  to  the 
treaty,  and  his  reasons  for  voting  against  carrying 
it  into  effect. 

His  first  objection- to  the  trea^made  daring  the 
last  summer,  was,  that  while  it  was  contemplaieil 
throughout  the  whole  country  that  it  abonld  be  the 
settlement  of  all  the  important  qnestions    of  di?* 

{puts  between  the  two  countries,  yet  that  treaty  leA 
open  and  unsettled  the  most  important  of  them. 
If  gentlemen  would  refer  to  the  State  papen  laid 
on  the  table  yesterday,  and  which  had  not  yet  met 
the  public  eye,  they  would  find  that  Mr.  Everett 
Was  informed  by  the  British  minister  that  Lord 
Ashburton  would  go  to  the  United  States  prepared 
to  settle  all  the  questions  of  dispate  l>etween  us 
and  Great  Britain.    He  wonld  not  enumerate  all 

<»the  unsettled  qnestions,  but  it  was  well  known 
that  several  yet  remained  open.  tJnfortnnatdy, 
that  treaty  left  open  an  important  question,  which 
one  of  its  articles  (the  8th)  war^upposed  to  settle; 
and  it  would  be  remembered  that  this  (one  of  the 
most  serions  objections  to  that  treaty)  had  l>eeome 

I  realized  by  the  constmction  the  Bntish  Gk)vera- 

I  ment  has  put  on  it.  He  referred  to  the  claim  of 
the  right  of  visitation  set  up  by  Oreat  Britain,  and 
which  had  always  been  opposed  in  the  United 
States. 

If  gentlemen  would  refer  to  the  last  despatch  of 
the  Presideot  of  the  United  States,  they  would  find 
that  this  question  remains  as  it  did  yeafs  ago;  %nd 
ftom  the  want  of  information  to  Congress  on  the 
^bject,  one  wonld  suppose  that  no  correspondence 
m  relation  to  it  had  taken  place.  It  seemed  that 
this  8th  article  of  the  treaty  bad  been  inserted  with- 
out a  particle  of  explanation;  and  this  became  the 
more  remarkable,  as  this  question  had,  since  1815» 
been  serioa&ly  agitated,  not  only  in  the  United 
States,  but  in  Europe.  The  British  archives  were 
crowded  with  documents  from  the  different  powers 
of  Eorope,  endeavoring  to  effect  arrangements 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  The  House 
mighf  be  surprised  at  his  now  raising  objections 
to  this  treaty,  considering  that  it  had  become  die 
law  of  the  land.  Bat  on  this  he  started  no  new  doe- 
trine;  he  only  made  the  same  objections  as  were 
made  by  the  republicans  of  that  day  to  Jay^ 
treaty.  Like  that  celebrated  treaty,  (his  one  bad 
been  condemned  by  the  voice  of  the  whole  country. 
And  here  hs  mnst  he  permitted  to  express  the  hope 
^  that  this  treaty  would  not  be  called  the  treaty  of 
'  Washington.  He  hoped  the  name  of  Washington, 
who  had  so  emphatically  warned  his  countrymen 
'•.'  against  entangling  alliances  with  foreign  poweasy 
^  would  net  be  associated  with  this  Ueaty*^  hal  that' 
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ItifhonMbd  either  called  the  Athburton  treaty,  or 
called  after  the  American  negotiator,  who  had 
prored  himwlf,  oa  this  occasion,  as  well  as  daring 
tlie  laat  war,  a  British  advocate. 

Sinoe  the  last  war,  the  British  Government  had 
Men  assidoonsly  endeavoring  to  extend  their  naval 
power,  and  to  acquire  the  right  to  superintend  the 
polfea  of  the  seas.  The  first  pretext  they  seized  on 
to  extend  this  power,  was  that  of  the  suppression  of 
lUe  slave-trade.  Here  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the 
h<%cftiations  of  the  British  Government  at  the  con- 
gress of  Vienna— the  qnintnple  treaty— and  the 
maty  with  Prance  on  the  snbject;  and  read  va- 
rious passages  from  the  corref^poudenee  between 
the  French  and  British  Governments,  as  well  as 
the  correspondence  of  our  Secretaries  of  State, 
(Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Forsyth,)  commenting 
on  them  as  he  proceeded. 

He  farther  quoted  the  language  of  Sir  Robert 
Feel,  in  the  British  Parliament,  to  show  the  extent 
of  British  assumption  tn  this  sabjeci;  and  next,  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Stowell  on  ihe  law  of  nations,  as 
applicable  thereto.  He  like wii>e  quoted  fromabe 
writings  of  Governor  Cas.«,  white  minister  of  the 
United  States  to  France,  to  show  the  American 
view  of  ^le  question;  and  concluded  with  some  re- 
aaarks  strongly  in  opposition  to  the  insalting  claim 
set  up  by  Great  Britain,  and  in  ezpotiure  of  her 
tyrannical  proceedings  in  China,  Affghanifitan,  and 
other  portions  of  ihe  world;  while  she  was  avow- 
edly (he  champion  of  hamaoity,  and  when  under- 
taking to  he  ihe  high  sheriff  of  the  seas,  and  to 
Tiait  and  search  American  £>hips* 

Mr.  GUSHING  rose  to  pr«sent,  very  briefly,  his 
▼lews  of  the  controversy  which  had  sprang  op  be- 
tween the  Gk>veinment8  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  respeeticg  the  construction  of  the 
Sch  artiele  of  the  treaty  of  Washington;  and  he 
Ibaikked  Heaven  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  he  could  rise  to  raslain  and 
defend  the  oonstroetion  of  ibst  treaty  as  given  by 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  Union,  in  opposition 
to  that  of  the  Prime  Mitii'^ter  of  an  adver»«ry  for- 
eign nation,  and  in  maiofnaoce  of  the  honor  and 
iatcrcsts  of  the  United  Siaes.  He  then  proceeded 
to  divest  the  question  of  extraneous  ioterprcmtions, 
and  applied  to  it  ihe  law  of  u^tions.  as  laid  d  iwn 
by  Lord  Sowel';  and  went  en  to  a<5ert  that  this 
asaumed  right  of  search  was  first  asserted  in  a  des- 
Mitah  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  addressed  to  the 
Priooa  Talleyrand. 

On  the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  October, 
1841;  on  hit  dc^spatch  of  the  SOh  December,  1841; 
•a  bis  recent  despatch,  laid  before  the  Houtse  on 
yesterday;  and  on  the  speech  o(  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
which  he  took  to  be  a  prepared  exposition  of  the 
views  of  the  British  Gtoveinment— he  assumed  that 
ail  pretext  for  any  right  of  ^eareh  was  removed, 
with  the  exception  of  what  was  conceded  by  the 
trcaiy.  He  would  remark,  (and  called  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  fact,)  that  the  negotiations 
and  the  legislation  of  EngUnd  with  regard  to  the 
light  of  search  went  hand  in  hand.  There  were 
two  remarkable  facts,  to  which  he  would  call  the 
aucBtion  of  the  country,  in  the  progress  of  the 
parallel  system  of  negotiation  and  legislation  jpur- 
sued  by  Bogland.  The  first  was  the  act  of  Par- 
liaaont  in  1839,  giving  to  British  cruisers  unlimit- 
ed aQtbority  to  detain  and  search  all  vessels  sus- 
pected in  any  naanner  of  being  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade.  Alongside  of  this  act  of  Parliament: 
he  placed  the  qointuple  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  he 
had  made,  and  should  embody  in  his  speech  when  it 

told  be  written  out  at  length.    Both  the  act  of 
liameot  and  the  quintuple  treaty  contained  the 
laaio  provisions,  Midem  vtrhk. 

Now,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  country 
lo  the  fact,  that,  let  Sir  Robert  Peel  contend  for  any 
eoBStroctioB  he  pleased  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, a  step  was  thereby  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Bttfted  States,  in  advance  of  all  other  powers,  on 
Ihe  tal^jeet of  tht  reciprocal  right  of  search.    The* 


United  States,  instead  of  agreeing  to  a  reciprocal 
right  of  search,  had  substituted  for  it  concerted 
cruising.  He  contended  that  the  point  which  was 
gained  by  the  United  States  in  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington had  bad  the  effect  of  rolling  back  English 
negotiationa  in  Europe.  Had  not  the  treaty  of 
Washington  been  adopted— had  the  United  States 
conceded  the  idea  of  a  reciprocal  right  of  search, 
the  practical  effect  would  have  been,  that  the  re- 
eiproeal  right  of  search  woald  have  become  inter- 
polated in  the  law  of  nadona.  The  United  States 
prevented  that  ooasummation.  What,  he  asked, 
remained?  In  the  measage  of  Ibe  President,  one 
view  of  the  treaty  was  assnnied,  and  in  the  speech 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel  another.  Sir  Robert  Peel  eon- 
ceded  all  thai  was  asked  in  regard  lo  the  belligerent 
right  of  search,  and  also  as  regards  the  conven- 
tional or  reciprocal  right  of  search;  but  said  there 
.  was  a  right  to  «MU,di8iincl  from  the  right  of  search, 
which  he  declared  would  be  assumed  and  exer- 
cised. 

Now,  the  question  he  proposed  to  inquire  into 
was  thu::  Was  there  such  a  thing  as  the  right 
to  visit,  distinct  from  the  right  of  fearch? 
In  all  the  books  on  international  law — books 
written  generally  upon  the  continent  of  Eo- 
ropf— the  right  was  always  expressed  in  these 
terms,  ^^droU  d%  visa/e."  This  was  the  only  expres- 
sion on  the  subject  Now,  there  was  a  right  of 
visiting  ships,  exercised  under  the  sanatory  laws  of 
our  country;  also,  a  right  to  visit,  exercised  under 
our  revenue  laws.  But  these  were  mnnieipal 
rights  of  visit — not  the  right  to  vini  upon  tbeun-\ 
appropriated  parts  of  the  ocean,  covering  a  large 
space  of  the  globe. 

Sir  R.  Peel  assumed  that  a  cruiser  had  the  rightj 
to  visit  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  to  see  if  the  flag  it  I 
puts  out  is  the  right  flag.  Now,  suppose,  accord- 
ing to  ihia  doctrine,  a  British  crniser  should  meet  a 
veie>el  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  S<ates.  The 
commander  goes  on  board  and  challenges  the  flag. 
The  master  exhibits  the  ship's  register  and  other 
papers,  showing  the  caticnality  of  his  vessel.  If 
the  fl^K  maybe  assumed  to  be  not  anihentic,  why 
may  not  thepaper^7  May  RO'tbeauthentici'yofthe 
papers  be  c^lied  in  qnesiicn  with  rb  mach  propriety 
as  the  autheniiciiy  of  the  flag?  If  the  board. ng  offi- 
cer may  %o  behind  the  flag,  why  not  also  bch;nd 
the  paper*,  to  the  ship's  crew  and  cargo?  Where, 
then,  he  asked,  was  the  distinction  between  the 
right  to  visit  and  the  belligerent  rtghi  of  search? 
He  could  find  none.  Bt'her  the  assumed  right  of 
visitation  was  a  naUity,  or  it  was  the  right  of 
search  under  another  name.  He,  therefore,  de- 
nied the  construction  put  upon  the  treaty  by  Sir 
R.  Peel,  and  afiirmed  that  of  the  President  of  the 
Ucited  States. 

On  comparing  <he  letters  of  Lord  Aberdeen  and 
the  message  of  the  President,  wl^at  would  be  found? 
Did  Lord  Aberdeen  claim  the  light  of  visitation  in 
either  of  those  letter^?  Lord  Aberdeen  disavowed 
the  right  to  visit  an  American  vessel.  What,  then, 
did  he  claim  the  right  to  do?  This,  it  must  l>e  re-, 
membered,  was  a  question  of  universal  maritime* 
right.  Oace  admit  the  right  to  visit  our  vessels, 
and  it  would  subject  us  to  burdens  ten-fold  greater 
than  the  reciprocal  right  of  search.  The  right  to 
visit  and  inquire,  would  be  made  to  cover  every 
object  for  the  attainment  of  which  the  American 
flag  could  be  unfurled.  Lord  Aberdeen  claimed 
the  right  of  a  British  cruiser,  when  he  saw  a  ves- 
sel which  he  had  reason  to  believe  was  a  British 
▼essel,  and  which  he  would,  therefore,  have  the 
right  to  seize,  to  enter  upon  and  detain  it.  But 
bow?  Not  as  an  American  vesrel.  He  could 
not  touch  her  as  an  American.  He  wonld  enter 
her  as  a  Portuguese,  a  French,  a  Spanish,  a  pirate, 
or  some  other  veasei,  which  he  would  be  aothor- 
jxed  to  sefxe.  If  it  proves  to  be  an  American  ves- 
sel which  he  has  entered,  then  be  has  committed  an 
aggression,  and  owes  reparation  for  it.  Was  this 
a  right  of  search,  or  of  visitationY  No-,  it  was  a 
responsibility^a  peritons  responsibility. 


These  were  views  on  which  he  was  ptepared  to 
live  or  die,  in  peace  or  in  war.  Be  wpuld  con- 
cede to  no  Government  the  right  lo  visit  or  search 
onr  shipr,  and  if  an  adssiitf  ty  order  should  bo  is- 
sued in  England  for  that  pnrpOsfe,ft  wooldbean 
aggreaaion,  and  he  ahould  be  for  eooing  to  an 
nnderstandiag  on  the  snl^jeot. 

He  was  of  the  opinion  that  we  had  cause  lo  re- 
gret dait  we  had  entered  into  any  sentimental  legis- 
lation. The  only  delicate  point  in  this  matter  was, 
a  question  in  the  law  of  nations  which  aught  arise 
upon  the  piraey  aet  of  Goagress.  It  was  a  fl^se 
step,  ha  eonsiderod,  on  onr  part,  to  enact  ibe  piraey 
hnr  with  regard  lo  the  slavo^rade;  and  here,  whilst 
be  forbore,  on  account  of  the  delicacy  of -the  s«b- 
ject,  from  fnrther  alluding  lo  it,  he  mtMt  do  justice 
to  the  ability  of  his  eolleagne,  [Mr.  Aftiits,]  whose 
good  advice,  had  it  been  followed,  would  have  en- 
abled us  to  avoid  the  diflteolties  wider  which  we 
now  labored. 

After  a  few  further  remarks,  be  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  committee  rise,  with  a  Tiew  to  tlie 
adoption  of  a  resolution  to  take  the  bill  out  of 
committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  committee 
rose. 

Mr.  YORKE  then  offered  a  resolatioo,  that  all 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  above 
bill  should  ceaw  in  half  an  boor,  and  that  th«*  com- 
mittee should  then  proceed  to  vote  On  the  amendments 
pending,  and  such  amcDdmeRtsas  might  be  offered; 
after  which,  to  report  the  bill  to  the  House.  Mr.  T. 
having  called  for  the  previous  question  on  the 
at>ove  resolution, 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  moved  to  lay  it 
on  the  table:  rejected— ayes  35,  noes  not  counted. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previous  quest  ion,  the 
resolution  was  then  adopted- 

The  House  then  again  went  into  CommittrA  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  StTMMCRS  in  the  chair,)  and  *rs« 
sumed  the  consideration  of  the  same  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  got  the  floor,  and  observed  th;it  he 
merely  rose  to  say  that,  in  the  short  time  allowed 
for  debate  on  this  question,  he  would  forego  the 
few  remarks  he  intended  to  make  on  the  subject, 
and  would  yield  to  other  gentlemen  wbc  desired 
to  pariicij:  ate  in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  EVERETT  next  obtained)  the  floor,  aod 
said  that  he 'did  not  intend  to  tako  up  ibe  whole 
half  hour  allotted  to  the  discussion  oi'  ib;*^  bill. 
He  had  but  few  remarks  to  make  betore  4  ffering 
an  amendment,  which  he  proposed  ro  submit  lo  ihd 
House,  and  should  condense  them  as  mocU  a£  pos* 
sible.  He  first  wished  to  say  that  he  thougiii  the 
treaty  an  extremely  good  one,  for  the  very  frnplc 
reason— that  it  settled  difflculttes,  i^theoisei  ve^  oi  no 
minor  consiquence.  Secondly,  to  say  thai  he  khouid 
vote  tor  the  appropriation  to  pay  Maine  and  MuS' 
sacbuseits  the  sums  awarded  them,  but  wiih  the 
hope  that  his  native  State  of  Massachn&etis 
would  not  receive  a  dollar  of  it.  He  hoped  she 
wonld  not  take  it— nut  because  it  was  not  within 
the  treaty-making  power,  but  because  if  these 
two  Statea  were  willing  to  rest  under  the  imputation 
of  having  sold  their  country,  he  could  hereafier 
make  no  manner  of  complaint  of  the  '^thirty  pieces 
of  silver."  He  was  not  one  of  those  who  be% 
lieved  that  the  country  belonged  to  Maine;  and, 
therefore,  be  refrained  from  voting  on  the  resdn- 
tioB  of  the  House  afllrmiog  that  proposition,  and 
that  the  rights  of  Maine  to  the  oooatry  would  be 
maintained  at  all  huards.  He  believed,  under  all  I 
Ihe  circumstances^  that  we  got  a  pretty  good  bar-  ^ 
gain  in  nuking  this  treaty.  He  came  now  to  the 
right  of  visitation,  abont  which  so  much  had  been  ' 
said;  and  this,  be  look  it,  was  not  a  British,  iHpt  an 
Ameriean  questioB.  When  presented  as  a  British 
question,  t;w%Tj  ann  in  the  House  roffe  in  opposi-  . 
tion  to  it;  but  when  presented  as  an  Ameriean 
question— a^ihe  claim  of  the  United  Stales  against 
tlie  whole  world— he  hoped  it  would  meet  with  & 
more  favorable  reception.-  With  thie  biwfjdpetee, 
he  begged  leave  lo  offer  hia  amendment,  exhibttiuf 
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his  Wewt  of  All  that  coQld  be  said  on  the  sabjtcl. 
Mr.  B.  then  rabmitted  the  following: 

AnAh^iXfmthut  macUd^  That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the 
commander  of  each  of  aaid  ▼eesele  of  eakl  naral  force  to  ▼istt 
mil  veaMle  fooiid  oo  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  within  one  huodied 
leagues  thereof,  which  he  shall  bsTe  reason  to  suspect  to  be 
American,  and  to  be  engaged  In  the  slave-trade,  for  the  sole  par< 
poee  of aaeeftolniDf  whether  euch  veeMl  be  American;  and  if 
lound  not  to  bo  American,  such  commander  ehallgiTe  to  the 
captain  of  the  ressel  so  Tislted  a  certificate  etatinf  the  name 
of  his  Teesel,the  name  and  rank  of  the  commandet,  the  date  of 
the  visit,  and  the  time  of  detention  of  the  veesel  rlsited'a 
memorandum  of  wliich  visit,  with  the  reason  therefor  shall  be 
placed  ou  his  log*boolc;  and  report  the  eame  to  the  Becretarj 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  B.  cootinaed,  that  this  bill  propoeed  to  send 
m  fleet  of  80  goas  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  sappressing  the  slave-trade.  Now,  he 
eooteoded  ibat  the  duties  required  of  the  command 
er  of  this  sqaadron,  by  the  amendmeDi  be  had  jast 
offered,  was  abeolntely  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  render  the  least  beneficial  serrice.  For  what 
purpose  were  these  Teasels  to  be  sent  there)  Not 
to'inierfere  with  the  yesteb  of  other  nations,  bat 
with  American  Teasels.  Yon  haTe,  said  Mr.  E.,  by 
yonr  laws,  declared  the  slaTe-trade  piracy;  and  yonr 
▼easels,  therefore,  are  to  act  against  pirates,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  the  Tessela  they  find  on  tbat 
coast  are  pirates  or  not.  Yonr  object  is  to  suppress 
this  class  of  piracy;  and  how  can  you  do  it,  unless 
you  haTe  the  right  of  tIsIi?  If  yon  deny  that  right, 
yon  must  take  the  ground  that  the  flag  protects  the 
ship:  aod  if  you  find  Tarkish  colors  on  a  ship  that 
has  the  name  of  the  **Sarah  Ann,  of  New  York,'* 
on  her  stern,  you  huTe  no  right  to  visit  her.  But 
lake  the  other  ground;  and  if  the  commander  of 
one  of  yonr  Tcssels  finds  the  name  of  the  Sarah 
Ann,  of  New  York— or  of  Baltimore,  if  you  please — 
on  a  pirate,  no  flsg  will  protect  her. 

BTerybody  knew  that  at  this  day  the  flag  was 
BO  sTidenoe  of  the  character  of  the  vessel.  Ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  slave- trade  would  know  Tery 
well  where  the  American  cruisers  and  British 
cruisers  were;  and  when  they  cane  in  sight  of  the 
former,  would  hoist  some  other  flag,  and  hoist  the 
American  flag  when  they  came  in  sight  of  the  lat- 
ter. It  would  be  perfectly  idle  and  a  waste  of 
money  to  send  our  squadron  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
unless  they  were  directed  to  visit  all  vessels  under 
the  American  flag,  and  asseit  the  right  of  visit  as 
an  American  right.  It  was  said  ihat  the  right  of 
jMareh  was  found  in  the  law  cf  bations  as  a  belli- 
gerent right;  and  that,  not  being  in  a  state  of  war, 
this  right  did  not  exist.  What  were  the  laws  of 
aatioBA?  Had  they  derived  their  force  from  the 
contentions  of  nations,  or  had  they  derived  it  from 
the  general  consent  of  nations  in  amity?  But, 
craniing  it  to  be  a  belligerent  right  only:  the 
ITnited  States  had  declared  war  against  piracy,  and 
could  ezereiae  this  right  while  they  were  carrying 
on  that  war.  How  did  vessels  of  war  act  in  cases 
of  piracy?  Had  they  not  the  right  to  board  vessels 
suspected  to  be  piratical?  and  was  not  the 
United  States  at  war  with  those  who  were  pirates? 
But  again:  Wu  the  House  aware  of  the  fact,  that 
this  r^bt  hadn[>een  uniformly  exercised  by  our 
ships  of  war?  Our  squadrons  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, engaged  in  sappressing  the  slave-trade,  had  al- 
ways exercised  this  right;  and  so  had  our  cruisers 
in  the  West  Indies  while  searching  for  pirates. 
He  would  maintain  the  right  to  visit  these  vessels 
at  all  hazards,  otherwise  our  own  seas  would  be 
coTered  with  pirates.  If  we  refused  this  right,  what 
would  be  thought  of  us  in  Europe?  All  Europe 
was  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade; 
and  could  we  say  to  the  British  that  they  should 
not  board  our  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing, not  whether  they  were  American,  but  whether 
they  were  British?  All  distinction  was  lost  in  the 
assertion  that  there  was  any  analogy  between  the 
right  of  visitation  and  the  right  of  search.  The 
right  of  visit  was  not  only  essential  to  the  pro- 
tection and  preservation  of  a  lawful  commerce,  as 
well  aa  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  but  we 
eould  not  stand  before  the  world  without  conce- 
ding it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose  to  reply  to  some  observations 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  which  he 
deemed  a  reflection  on  the  States  of  Massachu* 
selta  and  Maine;  and,  afier  speaking  a  few  min- 
utest the  Chairman  announced  that  the  lime  lim- 
ited for  the  debate  on  this  bill  had  expired. 


Mr.  GUSHING  then  moved  to  fill  up  the  blank 
in  the  bill  with  the  sum  oi  |217,7S8. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  modification,  so  as  to 
specify  the  proportion  of  that  &um  to  be  paid  to  each 
of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine. 

Mr.  GUSHING  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  strike  out  the 
section  providing  for  the  msintenance  of  the  squad- 
ron on  Uie  African  coast. 

The  motion  ifas  negatived. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
section  appropriating  f300,000  to  Maine  and  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  EvBRXTT^  amendment  being  in  order- 
Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  asked  for  tellcTs,  and  Measrs. 
TiLLiMGHAST  and  R008EVXLT  were  appointed.  The 
amendment  was  negatived:  dS  Toting  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  105  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House;  and  the  amendment  of  the  commictee 
was  concurred  in.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed;  and,  on  the  question  of  its  passage, 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  ordered,  resulted— yeas  137, 
nays  40,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Means.  Adams,  Allen,  Sherlock  J.  Andrews,  Ar* 
nold,  Arriagton,  Aycrigg,  Baker,  Barnard,  Kdlack,  BIrdseye, 
'     o,  Boioen, 


Blair,  Boardman, 


Bronson, 


Bottfl,  Bowne,  Brlgcs, 
William  BuUer,  William  O.  BaUer,  Patrick  C.  Caldweli; 
Calhoun.  John  Campbell,  William  B.  CamptMll,  Thomas  J. 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Carr,  Chapman,  Clulds,  Chiitendmi, 
Clinton,  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cowen,  Craoaton,  Craw- 
ford, CroML  Cushing,  Daniel,  OarreuDaTis,RichardD.  Daria, 
Deberry,  Doig,  Everett,  Feaaenden,  Fillmoie,  John  G.  Fiord, 
Fornance,  Thomas  F.  rotter.  Gamble,  Gates,  Gent^,  Gid* 
dings,  Patrick  G.  Goods,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Graham, 
Granger,  Hall,  Harriat  Henry,  Holmes,  Houck,  Howard,  Hn- 
bard,  Hudaon,  Hunter,  Josepb  R.  Ingamll,  James  Irrio, 
William  W.  Irwin,  John  P.  Kennedy,  Lewis,  Linn.  Littlefleld, 
Robert  McCMlan,  McKennan,  Mallory,  Alflned  Marahall, 
Thomaa  F.  Marahall,  Mathiot,  Maltocka,  Maxwell,  Maynard, 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Oliver,  Oabome,  Owaley, 
Parmenter,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pickena,  Powell,  Profllt,  Ram- 
aay,  Benjamin  Randall,  Randolph,  Rencber,  Ridgway,  Rigga, 
Rodney,  Rooaevelc,  William  Ruaaell,  J.  H.  Ruaaell,  Salton- 
atall,  saundera,  Bewell,  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sunly,  Stokely, 
fltratton,  A.  H.  H.  Siuan,  John  T.  Btaart,  Snmmera,  Somter, 
Taliaferro.  Richard  W.  Tbompaoo,  TIIUnglMai,  Toland,  Trip- 
lett,  Troiti,  TrumbulK  Underwood,  Van  Baren,  Ward,  Wat- 
teraon,  Weatbrook,  Edward  D.  White,  Joaepb  L.  White, 
Thomaa  W.  WUIiama,  Chriatopher  H.  WilUama,  Jdaaph  L. 
Wliliama,  Winthrop,  Wiae,  and  Yorke~137. 

NAYS— Meaars.  Landalf  W.  Andrewa,  Atherton,  Bceaon, 
Boyd,  Aaron  V.  -Brown,  Charler>Brown,  Burke,  Caaey,  Cra- 


vens, I>aan,  John  C.  E<iwards,  Charlea  A.  F16yd,  Gerry,  Gil- 
"  ~     .       -    -  ^,    -    -     ^ 

«wuiiDuii,    u.v>iii,   4&iiuicTT     n.dinvu7,   .nuiaiiKui   MC\ylciiaj1,   nic- 

Kay,  McKeon,  Harchand,  Ma(|iuwa.  Medill,  Meriwether,  Mil- 


Ingeraoll,  Jack, '(Dave 
Johoaon,  Keim,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 


mer,  Hopkina,    Hoiulon,  ^harlea  J 

"  idn 
■cl 

rayi 
Siiielda,  Sieenrcx),  Jacob  Tbompaon 


ler,    Newhard,    Payne,  Rayoer, 


Redinc,   Reynolds,    ibitw, 
«,  and  Tumey— 40. 


The  bill  was  therefore  passed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Maine  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed,  and  the 
previous  question  on  the  motion. 

The  previous  question  was  austained,  and  the  re- 
consideration put,  and  lost. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moTcd  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  BRIGK38  inquired  whether  this  was  not  the 
last  day  bill?  could  be  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was,  unless  the 
House  should  suspend  its  rules. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
•n  the  motion  to  adjourn;  but  they  were  not  order- 
ed. 

Tellers  (Messrs.  Bniaos  and  Wbllbr)  were  or^ 
dered  on  the  motion,  who  reported— ayea  95,  noes 
not  connted. 

80  the  House,  at  a  quarter  past  5  o'clock,  ad- 
journed. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wbdnbsdit,  March  1, 1843. 

Mr.  YOUNO,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  back  to  the  Senate  the  bill 
No.  47,  heretofore  referred  to  that  committee, 
granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  to  the  State 
of  Illinois,  to  aid  in  the  completion  of  the  IlUnoia 
and  Michigan  Canal,  with  a  recommendation  by 
the  committee  in  favor  of  its  passage. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enadedbytkt  Senate  and  Bmee  of  Rapreeenta- 
tiveeofthe  UnitadStateeofAmericain  OangreeeateembML 
Thai,  in  addition  to  the  landa  heretofore  crantcd  to  the  State  of 
Illiooia,  for  the  pttrpoae  of  aariating  in  iBe  conatructioo  of  the 
niinoia  and  Michigan  Canal,  there  ia  hereby  granted  to  the  aaid 
State  the  further  quantity  of  four  hundred  and  aerenty-eight 
tboonod  flre  hundred  sod  8eTMty.elght  acrea^  to  aid  in  the 


I 


completion  of  the  aaid  work, 
an  agent  or 
State,  in 


A  of  the  aaid  work.  The  aaM  landa  to  be  nlaeied  by 
r  agenu  to  be  appointed  by  the  Goramor  of  the  Mfl 
aecUone,  half  aectiona,  qoaitef  aectkma,  tad  hilf 
quarter  aectiona,  from  any  of  the  unreaarved  landi  bakNMiQf 
to  the  United  Btatea  withm  the  limita  of  the  aaid  StateTlVv- 
videdf  That  auch  aelecilon  ahallbe  made  under  the  diiecttmof 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  of  the  United  Statea,  aodri»Q 
not  extend  to  any  landa  to  which  the  right  of  pra^nption  out 
attach  under  the  axiaiing  lawa  of  Congnai. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Peationg, 
made  reports  (which  were  ordered  to  be  printed) 
adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  following  Hoose  billi, 
TJz.: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jehu  Everly; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Dawkins;  ud 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Sehnjler. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  back,  without  amend- 
ment, and  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pam, 
the  biU  from  the  House  proTiding  for  the  sale  of 
certain  lands  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Michigu, 
ceded  by  the  Wjandot  tribe  of  Indians,  ind  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wUeh  9u 
referred  the  bill  from  the  House  entitled  "Aa  set 
explanatory  of  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act  cs- 
titled  *An  act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands,'  approved  Jnne  29, 1838,** 
reported  the  same  back  without  amendment.  Mr. 
S.,  said  there  were  other  bills  on  the  file  ecaiuning 
precisely  the  same  matter.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  reeommad 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  He  hoped  the  other  bilk 
alluded  to  would  be  taken  up  and  passed. 

The  resolution  which  was  submitted  on  yn(e^ 
day  by  Mr.  Wilkbr,  calling  upon  the  Secreta7  of 
the  Treasury  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  the  whole  opcreiioBs  of 
the  landed  system,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEYIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Peosiow, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill  from  the 
HoQse  for  the  relief  of  Ruth  Matfaio'. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  firom  the  Committee  oa 
Claims,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  ihe 
bill  from  the  Hoose  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Robert  A.  Kelly. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  BetMk 
proceeded  to  consider  the  House  bills  on  the  eakl- 
dar;  when 

•  House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lloyd  J.  Bryan,**  was  taken  up,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs;  and  it  was  indefinitely  poet* 
poned. 

The  following  House  bills  were  then  oomidered 
ai  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  finally  passed, 
Tiz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsay. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'Aa  act  to  e*- 
tablish  the  northern  boundary  line  ot  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  proTide  for  the  ftdmissioa  ot  the  Bate 
of  Michigan  into  the  Ur  ion  upon  the  eonditions 
therein  expressed.** 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Javins. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hicks. 

House  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatiTes  of  Major  General  Baioa  De 
Kalb,  deceaaed,**  was  taken  np,  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  aome  remarks  agmnit  its 
passage. 

Mr.  PHELPS  stated  that  the  bill  had  been  r» 
jected  by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session;  bat  it  was 
again  passed  by  the  House  this  sessioa,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Reyoluiionary  Claima 
That  committee  did  not  know  what  other  eonrse 
to  take,  than  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate, 
and  submit  it  to  its  decision^  He  (Mr.  P.)  was  in- 
dividually opposed  to  the  claim.  He  moved  tbat 
it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  question  was  put  on  this  motion,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  ibe 
heirs,  or  the  assignees  of  the  heirs,  of  Isaac  Todd 
and  Jaimes  McGill,"  was  taken  up  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  an  amendment  (nm  the  Commii- 
tee  on  the  Public  Lsnds. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  oa 
the  table;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  sofg» 
tion  of 
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Bir.  Smith  of  Indiana,  who  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  principle  involved  in  il.  He  main- 
tained thai  it  wonld  be  to  the  interest  of  all  parties 
to  pass  the  bill  as  proposed  to  he  amended. 

Messrs.  KING  and  TAPPAN  made  some  re- 
marks in  opposition,  and  Messrs.  PORTER,  HEN- 
DERSONp  and  BATES  in  favor  of  the  bill;  wh^n 

Mr.  TAPPAN  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table,  and  on  that  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  the 
necatlTe— yeas  13,  nays  24. 

The  bill  was  still  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
YOI7NO,  BENTON,  HENDERSON,  TAPPAN, 
KING,  McROBBRTS,  and  McDUFFIB  in  oppo- 
sition to,  and  by  Messrs.  SMITH  of  Indiana, 
WOODBRIDGE,  and  LINN,  in  favor  of,  its  pas- 
sage. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate;  and  the  qaestion 
now  being,  <*Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
leadingV* 

Mr.  MeROBERTS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  pnt,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
iSrmative,  yeas  21,  nays  13. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ja- 
dieiaryy  reported  back,  witbont  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  psf  s,  the  bill  from 
the  House  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  eonris  for  the  eastern  district  of 


On  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  the  above  bill  was  taken 
np  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  for  consideration; 
when 

Mr.  TAPPAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing an  additional  section,  repealing  the  act  ap- 
proved 9ih  Jane,  1842,  amendatory  of  the  act  of 
lOtb  March,  1838,  changing  the  time  of  holding 
the  ciicnit  and  district  conrts  for  the  district  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  this  proposition  was  before 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  that  committee 
was  unable  as  yet  to  concur  in  the  repeal  of  that 
law.  He  trusted,  however,  that  this  bill  would  not 
be  encumbered  with  a  debatable  question,  which 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  desired. 

Bf  r.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  the  bill  for  this 
purpoee  had  not  been  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  under 
instruetion  from  the  Lfgtslature  of  bis  State,  to 
press  the  repeal  of  the  law  alluded  to. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  the  resolations  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  had  alluded,  in  favor  of  the  rr- 
;^  peal  of  that  law,  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee;  and  the  committee  were  not  enabled  to 
concur  on  the  propriety  of  its  repeal.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  The  necessity  which  caused  the 
change  of  the  place  for  holding  the  conrts  in  Ohio, 
did  not  now  exist;  for  the  bankrupt  law,  which  super- 
induced that  necessity,  bad  been  repealed.  The 
Legislature  of  his  State  bad  instructed  their  Sena- 
tors to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law.  He  hoped 
it  would  be  repealed.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  which  were  ordered;  and 
the  question  being  put  on  its  adoption,  it  wss  de« 
dded  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  21. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the 
thirl  time  according  to  order,  and  passed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  back,  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  fiem  the 
House  making  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the  public  buildings  in  Florida. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  repotted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  Captain  Zintzingeri  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EYANS  moved  that  the  Senate  take  a  re- 
from  3  to  5  o'clock. 

Messrs.  BENTON  and  WOODBURY  opposed 
it. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion,  it  wasde- 
eided  ia  the  negative — ayes  18,  noes  34. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Lewis,  and 
the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Welch,  were 
^cad  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  the  District 
banks  for  ten  years  from  July,  1844,  came  up  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

.  Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
on  the  ground  that,  if  passed  to  day,  it  coold  not 
go  to  the  House,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  hoped  Senators  would  not  waste 
time  upon  the  bill,  as  it  could  not  go  to  the  House, 
without  a  suspension  of  the  joint  rules,  unless  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate.  That  being 
the  case,  he  could  assure  Senators  on  the  other  side 
that  any  resolution  to  suspend  the  joint  rule  in 
which  this  bill  was  included,  would  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  now  submitted  a  question  of  order, 
whether  the  bill  could  be  read  tbe  third  time  to- 
day. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  could  be  read  the  third  time 
and  passed  to-day;  but  could  not  be  sent  to  the 
other  House,  unless  by  a  suspension  of  the  joint 
rule  prohibiting  the  transmission,  within  three  days 
of  the  end  of  the  session,  of  original  bills  from 
one  House  to  the  other. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  such  being  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  withdrew  bis  question  of  order,  and  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and.  on  that  motion  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  wa^  then  taken  on  that  motion,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  16,  nays  37,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Mean.  Alton,  Bwbr,  Benton,  Baehanan,  Callioun, 
Linn,  McRoberta,  Smith  oiCfonnecUcut,  Btargeon,  Tappan, 
Walker,  Wilcox,  Willtami,  Woodbary,  Wrlgh^  and  Yomig 
—16. 

NATS— MeMTi.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien, 
Choate,  Clarton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  BTanis 
Oraham,  HenderaoD,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Milter,  Morehaad,' 
Phelps^  Porter,  Rives.  Simmons,  Smith  or  Indiana,  Sprague 
Tallmadge,  White,  and  Woodbridge— 27. 

Mr.  BENTON  adverted  to  the  improper  course 
pursued,  in  bringing  forward  bills  of  this  charscter 
during  the  last  days  of  the  session.  The  bill  (Sen- 
ators were  aware)  coold  not  go  to  the  other  House. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  useless  waste  of  time  to  pass 
bills  to  no  porpcse. 

The  question  now  being.  Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  BENTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  17, 
as  follows 
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YEAfl  Messrs.  Barrow^  Bates,  Bayard,  Berrien,  Choate, 
Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Graham,  Bender- 
son,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Maogum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps, 
Porter,  Rives,  Sevier,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague, 
Tallmadge,  and  Woodbridg»->26. 

NATS— Merars.  Allen,  Bagby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
King,  Linn,  McDuffle,  McRoberta,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stur- 
Keon,  Tappan,  Wallcer,  Williams,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and 
Young— 17. 

House  bill  entitled  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  Su- 
san Brum,"  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  an  adverse  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  refund  to  Massachu- 
setts the  balance  due  her  for  disbursements  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,'*  came  up  on  its 
third  reading.    It  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  demanded  the  yeas  find  nays  on 
the  question,  Shall  ^Ite  bill  p|8s1  which  were  or- 
dered. .  ^c  '•' 

Mr.  WALKER  mi'delfome  remarks  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill.^ ' 

The  question  wn  then  put,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  the  following  vote — ^ycas  S7,  nsys  19, 

▼12! 

TEAS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Bayard,  Berried,  Choate, 
CHayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  ETsns,  Graham, 
Henderson,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Phelps,  Porter,  Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  TU1« 
madge.  White,  Williams,  and  Woodbridg^  -4^. 

NATS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bssby,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McDuffle,  McRoberta,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Counecti(fm,  Stargeoo,  Tappan,  Wallcer,  Wileox,  Woodbury, 
Wright,  andToung— 19. 

Mr.  EVANS  mored  to  suspend  the  joint  rules, 
so  as  to  permit  the  above  bill,  the  District  bank 
bill,  and  two  private  bills  of  the  Senate,  to  be  seat 
to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  ALLEN  objected  to  the  motion. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that, objection  having  been 
made,  the  motion  could  not  l>e  entertained  today. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  that  it  would  be  suspended, 


to  permit  the  two  private  hills  to  be  sent  to  the 
House. 

Objection  was  made. 

The  House  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Asahel  Lee,  Harvey  Lee,  and  Lemuel  Lee,"  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  wfaoie,  on  aoMttd* 
meats  of  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  PHELPS  opposed  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  and  showed  that  the  bill  shonki  pan 
as  it  came  from  the  House. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amemdment,  and  it 
was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  read 
the  third  lime  according  to  order,  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  then 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered, 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed,  vis: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Dryadale. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Johnson  Patrick. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Sweetman. 

An  act  for. the  relief  of  Thomas  King. 

An  act  for  ths  relief  of  John  F.  Wiley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Nimblett. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Horace  Wetherell. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Israel  Thomas. 

House  bill  entiUed  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  tht 
widow  of  Captain  William  Royall,  deceasedi**  was 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  an  ad- 
verse report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

After  a  few  remarksfrom  Messrs.  BATES,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, YOUNG,  BUCHANAN,  WOODBU- 
RY, and  PHELPS,  the  question  on  concuning  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  put,  and  decided 
in  tbe  negative— ayes  13,  noes  14.  Tbe  bill  was 
then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading.  And  tbe  question  being.  Shall  the  bill 
passi 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  in 
the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  16. 

So  thts  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  AXXEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Josiah  Westlake. 

Also,  reported  back,  from  the  same  committee, 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  they  do  pass,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy 
Wilson,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ley- 
tor's  children. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  submitted  the  following; 
which,  after  a  few  remarks  in  its  favor,  was  adopt- 
ed, via: 


Jleaolved,  That  or  the  charta  and  mape  emanating  from  llio 
opoaraphical  Bureau,  reported  to  Oonareee  during  thieeeeeion, 
or  which  may  he  hereafter  renoned,  and  ordered  to  be  engraved. 


Topographical  Bureau,  reported  to  Oongreee  during  thleeeeeion, 
or  which  may  he  hereafter  renoned,  and  ordered  to  be  engraved, 
there  ehall  be  eimek  ofi*  ftfty  additiooal  coplea  for  the  uea  or 
the  Topographical  Bureau. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  reported  back,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  from  the  House  to  provide  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  concluded  at  Washington,  on  the  9th 
of  August,  1842. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  leave  was  granted  to 
withdraw  the  papers  of  William  Walker  from  the 
files. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers 
of  the  late  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  was 
taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BATAItu  explained  the  propriety  of  this 
bill,  and  hoped  the  remaining  special  orden  would 
also  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  objecttid,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Senate  bills  could  not  be  sent  to  the  House, 
without  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  He  moTed  to 
postpone  the  special  orders,  with  a  Tiew  of  pro* 
ceeding  with  the  general  orders. 

Mr.  BAYARD  made  some  further  explanation 
in  favor  of  the  special  orders. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  urged  the  propriety  of  pio- 
ceeding  with  the  general  orders. 

The  question  was  taken  on  postponing  the  special 
orders,  and  taking  up  the  general  orders,  and 
decided  in  the   affirmative— ayes  34,  noes  noi 

counted. 

The  general  orders  then  being  announced,  House 
bill  No.  596,  being  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
W.  Reckless,  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  this  hill  would  lead 
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to  dlieaasioii.  He,  thertfore,  mo^td  to  lay  it  on 
tha  table. 

Tha  Ull  wae  aeeordingl j  ^aid  on  Hie  fable. 

na  foUowinf  House  bills  were  taken  up  as  (a 
MhaUCtei  of  the  whole,  eoneidered,  reported  to  the 
MkW,  iHd  teally  passed,  vis: 

The  bill  for  (he  relief  of  Richard  Coke,  jr., 
MbhAn  Attdehion,'and  Geon^e  Soniball. 

^Tle^inr  1^  the  relief  of  Charles  B.  Hall  of  Cia- 
dnnati. 

'^ne%infor  (be  rriief  of  BamDel  Lord. 

The  bill,  supplemental  to  the  act  of  94th  May, 
18B8,*t<>  oonmiae  a  copyright  to  John  Rowlett. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Sa)li7an,of 
Ihe  eomty  of  Rapides,  in  the  State  of  Lonltiana, 

Ttfe  bill  to  the  relief  of  Samael  M.  Asbniy, 
(with  amehdmentk.) 

The  bill  to  transfer  to  the  trastees  of  Centre 
College,  in  Kentneky,  the  lands  heretofore  granted 
to  the  Kentucky  Asylan  for  teaching  the  Deaf  and 
Damb. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bartlett,  late 
consnl  of  the  United  States  at  Lima,  in  Pern. 

The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Daniel  Brent,  deceased,  late  consnl  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  Paris,  (with  amendment.) 

The  btU  for  4ie  relief  of  Alien  Rogers,  (amcnd- 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Traslow. 

ORie  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  the  pay- 
aent  of  hones  and  other  property  lost  in  the  mili- 
tary senrioe  of  the  United  States,  (with  amend- 
fllenia.) 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Rnsb. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  G«rdon,  owner 
of  the  schooner  Two  Sons,  and  the  legal  represent- 
atitea  of  the  crew  of  said  ▼essel. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peters,  Moore,  A  Co., 
(with  amendment.) 

The  bUi  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Fif he r. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Britton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gale. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  A  M.  Richie. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Knott  Martin  and  Ar- 
aold  Martin,  owners  of  the  fishing-schooner  Only 
0oa,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represenu- 
tbes  of  Lieut  W.  6.  Eveleth. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Philander 
SMdth  and  James  Tonng. 

The  bill  to  set  aside  certain  resenratlons  of  lands, 
on  aceonnt  of  live  oak,  in  the  southeastern  district 
Of  LOQisiaaa. 

The  joint  reaolntion  directing  certain  papers,  re- 
lating 10  titles  to  lands  in  Louisiana,  to  be  return- 
ed to  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Garret  Vliet,  (as  amend- 
ed.) 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Gray. 

The  biH  for  the  reli^  of  Joseph  R.  Chandler. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Waldron. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  A.  Winslow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Skirving. 

The  bill  to  provide  in  certain  cases  for  the  sale 
of  real  estate  of  infants  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Randolph  Clay. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gorham  A.  Worth,  one 
of  the  sureties  of  Samnel  Edmonds,  deceased. 

The  bUl  to  allow  a  pension  to  Nancy  Wil- 
Uams,  die  widow  of  David  Williams,  who  was  one 
of  the  captors  of  Major  Andre. 

lobt  resolution  relating  to  patents  for  boanty 
littds,  (with  an  amendment.) 

The  Inll  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  of 
the  port  of  Camden,  New  Jersey. 

[If  r.  MILLER  moved  to  amend  this  bill,  so  as 
10  limit  the  reduction  of  the  salary  to  i500,  instead 
of^Mi  but  it  was  disagreed  to.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Emmerson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Kimball,  (with 
WNMd  neala.) 

ThebillfbcthereKefof  Elizabeth  Ghresham,  the 
wilow  of  George  Gresham. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Towers. 

The  bis  to  fix  the  coufpensation  of  the  Com- 

iiiileber  of  Pablie  Buildings  was  passed  with  an 
pmandmrnt 

^•UrlttFTor  tha  reliaf  of  Johu  Wolfenden. 


The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  taken 
up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  laid  on  the 
table,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexapder  H.  Eretetl. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Smith. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Ei  Johnson. 

This  bill  was  laid  on  the  tabw,  after  much  dis- 
ussion. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Housf  were  then 
taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  indefi- 
nitely poetponed,  viz: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  A.  Perry. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samnel  B.Tock. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Evans. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Neely. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Famham. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Lomaz. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Anne  W.  Angus. 

The  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  HiomasH.  Brown. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  and  J.  Wilkinson. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners,  noLaster,  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Codhook,  of  Blue  Hill,  Maiue. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Eldredge  and 
others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  tbe 
schooner  Three  Brothers. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Patten,  jr.,  owner 
of  the  fishing-schooner  Credit,  and  the  master  and 
crew  of  said  vessel. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Abner  Lowell  and 
others,  owners  of  the  fishina  schooner  William. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  William  Ellery,  owner 
of  Ihe  fishing-schooners  'Sevo  and  Ida,  boih  of 
Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Russell,  and 
others,  as  owners,  master,  and  crew  of  the  fishing- 
schooner  Lucy  Ann. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Broadstreet,  Amos 
Tappan,  and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barnabas  Baker,  jr., 
and  others,  owners  of  the  fishing-schooner  Union, 
of  Denni^  Massachusetts. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Knowles,  jr., 
and  others,  owners  and  crew  of  the  fishing-schooner 
Ghirnet. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Teackle  Savage,  ad- 
ministrator of  Bolitha  L^ws. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tiven  of  Francis  Pellicer. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Patterson. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Whireman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sampson  Brawn. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Barry,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Tbomas  Barry. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Prudence  Couch. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Mmm. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Mary  Elder. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jane  Maguiia,  widow 
of  Major  Thomas  Magnire,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Maalerton. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Leah  Teaare. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Freeman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Harris. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Watson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Hommill. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  .George  P.  Pollen  and 
Robert  Colgate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  Morris  Wain. 

The  bill  from  the  Hoote  for  ihe  relief  of  Major 
Thomas  Harrison  was  taken  ip  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole;  and  after  a  lona  discussion,  in  which 
Messrs.  DAYTON,  WALKER,  CALHOqU. 
BATES.  BENTON.  SEVIER,  SIMMONS^  and 
ALLEN,  participated. 

The  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed^— yeas  18, 
nays  15. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  tbe  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  James  S.  Calhoun,  re- 
ported the  revolt  of  that  conference,  in  the  form  of 
a  substitute  for  the  amendments  dissgree d  to;  which 
substitute  was  adopted  by  tbe  Senate,  allowing 
nothing  for  consfqnentisl  damages,  but  |15,900 
in  full  satisfaction  for  all  claim  against  the  Gk>v- 
emment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  desired  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  making  appropriation  to'  satisfy 
the  aCipolatiOBa  of  tbe  Ashbwton  treaty. 


Mr.KNTONsald  that  bill  could 'be  fif^poaed 
of  to-morrow.  He  therefore  mo^ed  'an  a^fo^n* 
msnt;  which  motion  was  disagreed  lo  ofl  yeas  and 
nays— yeas  7,  nays  31. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tbomsis  Weuver  and 
Jacob  Heyberger,  sureties  of  the  I^orriatpwi^  4iul 
▼alley  Railroad  Company,  was  takea  iip  Kllu 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  POfiTBR  moved  to  amend  the  bilt  by  «dd- 
iniTf  as  an  additional  section  thereto,  the  thpMtt 
biU  to  remit  duties  on  railroad  irop,on  eerbdn  Con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  WftlGHT  moved  that  the  1^  bej^tNH 
over  informally;  for  he  had  no  doubt  0f%t  |be 
amendment  proposed  would  lead  to  debate. 

Mr.  Walker  hoped  that  the  bill  ^oxOA  nothe 
passed  over.  He  thonght  that  die  Selntte  wodld 
readily  see  the  impropriety  of  amending  a  pitfita 
bill,  which  was  fast  in  itself,  bf  a  general  bill  in- 
volving a  great  principle,  and  Wbieh.  yonld  reqnlrs 
a  great  deal  of  discnssioB  before  it  coitd  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  PORTER  made  some  remarks  In  juatfftea- 
tion  of  bis  conjic,  and  on  the  propriety  of  paasing 
this  bill.  Which  merely  ^ve  farther  time  |o  ^tly 
railroad  companies  to  Import  rtdlroad  iron  ttee  of 
duty.  He  thonght  it  was  ^er^ane  to  the  bill  bo« 
fore  the  Senate.  He  hoped  the  Seoste  would  take 
a  vote  upon  it,  and  indnlge  him  with  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONRAD  said  that  the  bill  was  analogous 
to  the  bill  which  was  proposed  to  be  amended; 
and,  if  it  wss  passed,  would  tend  to  cheapen  tha 
transportation  of  the  mail  on  railroads. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  it  was  vnin  and  nugatory 
to  send  such  a  bill  to  the  Hoose,  when  it  wss 
known  that  that  body  had  rgected  the  bill  to  remit 
duties  in  favor  of  tbe  Petersbung  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Messrs.  WRIGHT  and  ARCHER  suggested 
that  the  bill  shoold  be  passed  over  informsUy. 
This  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  in  relation  lo  the  ezemplification  of 
ibe  records  of  land  patents,  and  other  evideaeei 
of  title,  and  amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  *Aa 
act  to  reorganize  tbe  General  Land  Office,**  was 
taken  op  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  aa 
ameadmenc  of  the  Commitiee  on  PobHe  Laadu, 
proposing  (as  it  was  understood  by  the  icponer)  to 
transfer  Stc  duties  now  performed  by  tlie  aeciciaiy 
to  the  President,  in  signing  patents,  to  the  Reeordcr 
to  the  Land  Office.  This  amendment  led  to  dia- 
cnssion,  in  which  Messrs.  McROBERTS  and 
WALKER  participated  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  in  favor  of  iL 
The  bill  was,  however,  passed  over  informally  till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  one  day  on  the  tabky  under  tbe 
rule,  viz: 

Re$olvedt  That  the  President  of  tbe  United  nt%te«  cause  to 
be  inTeedgftied  by  the  Judgce  of  the  eoperior  eovm  6f  PlorMi, 
teihetr  reepecu?e  diMrictt,  an  taHie  ofpropanf  nUhndbr 
the  inhabiiAois  of  mtd  Terrltorj,  io  cooeeaueooe  of iho  ftuai* 
Hole  bostilitiee  aioce  the  commencement  tttereof. 


in  the/eir 
188B;  and  tbu  tlie  leetinaonT  aitd  opinioneof  eaad Jn'dsee  In  eoeh 
ceee  be  reported  to  thie  body  when  completed:  Prwvided,  Hmc 
anv  ezpenaee  attending  tbe  iBTesticatk>o  be  provided  for,  and 
paid  by,  the  said  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  gave  notice  ihatha  should, 
on  to-morrow,  move  the  Senate,  at  the  hour  of  tW9 
o^clock,  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  ezeca^ve 
business. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  to  authorize  the  translation  of  a  pamph- 
let in  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  culture  and 
prf  paration  of  hemp;  which  was  read  iwir e. 

Mr.  M.  remarked  that  this  pamphlet  (.which  wai 
in  the  Russian  language)  was  upon  a  subject  ot 
great  interest  to  tbe  people  of  Kentucky;  and  ask- 
ed that  the  resolntion  might  now  be  paired. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  object  to  such  course, 
bnt  thooaht  that,  Congress  haviog  provided  agents 
to  go  to  Kentneky  and  inspect  and  purchase  hemp, 
it  .was  as  little  as  the  great  bemp^rowing  inter* 
e&t  could  do  to  pay  the  small  sum  which  would  be 
required  to  pay  for  translating  this  pamphlet 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  objected  to  its  eonaideratioa; 
when. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SIlIliONfl; 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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HOXWg  OF  REPKKSKNTATl  VKB. 
WnttJunAr,  March  1, 1843. 
M^^^oira  mki  ttiis  morning  ii  10  o*cl6ck. 
llfl'WKirBROOK  presentecl  ihe  petition  pfciti- 
seQf  of  Mancli  Chonk,  Pennsylvania,  fo|r  tbe  ika- 
ittHjB^gfiOOMO  of  stock,  to  be  di^tdbnted  aUiong 
t&eBtikl«»  and  Territdries,  and  District  of  Colntti- 
bia* 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Mr.  UTTLEPIELD  presenicd  to  the  Hovse 
the  follbwins  resoluiioos  of    the  Legislatnre  of 

JlUtplve^  Tb«t  while  it  k  the  dutj  of  a  froe  Oo?enuneBt  to 
Droteat  the  peiople  from  injustice  and  oppreesion,  it  U  alM 
HMd  ic  MMunaod  Akfaui  lie  oiloeii  and  agmta  in  aa  hontM, 
amtfofi  i^fid  ^iM^haife  oftbelr  datfea  and  tniMa.  Thai  white 
•y  iotringeipent  of  the  lawe should  t>e  vMied  with  merited  pun* 
iHiaieDf^  repflfratloQ  of  injurte«  incurred  In  the  conarientlooaan^ 
iovaitial jnftopiiaoai  ot  chdr  official  liinctione  diovld  be 

jEMedf  That,  in'tho  execution  of  hit  duiiee  as  Poetmaster 
OitoMl  of  thtf  tJoHed  IKaiei,  the  honorable  Ajnoe  Kendall 
•fi«Bfit)Q6l  «iilv  tajpmi  of  the  bigbeet  order,  but  uneweivini 
a^.unpHrchafiible  Intecritj;  exalted  and  diainteceeted  patriots 
inn:  niver.tlrlhf'lndobffy  and  zeal  for  the  public  weal;  and 
eiileceyed  watdaAiineii  of  pecalafori  and  ewiadlere,  wMch 
have  neyar  .beo  enrpeieed;  in  the  biaiory  of  the  GeveniflMCil, 
and  andtiehim  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation. 

Jt^MftjiirThtt  in  reeiating  wlnu  be  deemed  to  be  aa  on- 
k#  end  ex^ci^i  claim  upon  tlie  Poet  Office  DaparHtoei^^ 
for  which  ne  ie  now  Incarcerated  within  the  Jail  limibi  of  the 
dtj  of  Waahingtoe,  Mr.  Kendall  acted  with  a  elpgle  ere  to  tb^ 
— ^''^lot^iaiMibaileep  eaaee  ofinimpnadTe  <faif  as  a 


peblic  earraot 

JtMgtjneci,  That  tl^nnk  InJuatJce  of  aullerlng  a  public  aer- 
veoC  moe  OMriterieaffitebe  #laoed  in  diiranee«-«ioi  for  anj 
ili<iliai>Hi  oriaiacoiMiwii,  beten  acsmmt  of  hia  idelltf  co  thi 
Ooveitwneatr— iea  apain  opon  the  naUo^al  honor,  which,  aa  iv 
aalt  cfn  be  done  by  Congrena,  ehonla  be  apoedilT  eraaed. 

i?aeiWe<  That  ear  Senaiora  in  -Oongreae  be  inetrucicd,  and 
om  iMpveieiiUUlv<ere<|aaatBd^  to  exert  all  tUt  and  bonorible 
B»aen«  to  have  thejudgment  on  which  the  Hon.  Aoioe  Kendall 
ii  now  imprtionea,  for  withholding  hie  official  aanaion  to  the 
daloe  ef  Sceehtoe  it  fiteekea  on  the  Peat  Office  I>epartaMni^ 
fianjelMby  the  Tieamrer  of  the  Vnlted  0(atea;*and  alao  to  have 
the  eaid  Kendall  allowed  and  paid,  from  the  public  treaaniy. 
the  cpeta  and  expenaee  incurred  bj  him  in  defending  the  auu  or 
tM  aeld  Scotkttm  *  Biekea  againai  him,  together  with  auob  far* 
tber  anm  fn  danageai  by  reaaon  of  aaid  ault  and  impriaoomeD^ 
aa  iDfgr  be  a  full  remuneration  therefor. 

Meiiihedt  That  aeopyoftheee  raaolatlona  be  tranamitted, 
bsritaeOoYernOTfto  eaehof  the  Banatora  and  Repreaauiailvea- 
la  Cioi^greaa  from  tbta  Slate,  and  to  the  Preaident  of  the  Benato 
agd^Bpealeer  of  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  United 
Maihe. 

Ixf  TBS  Hooaao»R«nnarATiyBa,  February  20,  IMS. 

Bead,  aiidpaMad.  

DAVID  DURN,  9p€ak$r, 

In  SavABi,  Febroaiy  21, 1848* 

Beftd,  and  naaM* 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH,  PretidtnL 

February  21, 1843.    AppioTod : 

JOHN  FAIRFIBLD. 

Mx.  DAVIS  of  New  Yorlc  also  presented  reso- 
laliona  of  ihe  Li^gislatnre  of  New  York,  instructinf 
the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Representativea 
froi9  that  State  in  the  Congrets  of  the  United  States, 
to  use  their  exertions  to  procure,  if  possible,  at  the 
pmesi  lessioo  of  Congress,  the  passage  of  a  law 
entirely  relieying  Amot  Kendall  from  all  and  every 
peisonal  reaponsibiltiy  and  damage  in  eonscqaenee 
oT  a  certain  jodgment  against  him  in  favor  of 
Stockton  &  Stokest  for  certain  of  bis  official  acta 
while  Postmaster  Gteneral  of  the  United  States.  The 
resolotion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BARNARD,  the  folbw- 
ing  resolation  was  adopted: 

iZfeetoad,  Thai  the  Becretaxy  of  War  be  requeated  to  cauaa 
a  plan  and  eadtnatea  to  be  prepared  at  the  topographical  bu- 
ramv,  er  otbemam  within  bn  department,  and  laia  before  Coa* 
inee  at  the  next  eeaaion,  for  a  reom  or  apartment  ie  the  CbpK 
loL  or  u>  be  added  therace,  for  the  better  ecconunodation  of  the 
rfnagp  or  the  Bonaa  of  Repreaentatiyea. 

Mr.  BARNARD  abo  presented  a  commoniea- 
tion  from  the  aaihoritica  of  the  city  of  Albany,  in 
relatiott  to  the  condition  of  the  na? igation  of  the 
Hudson  river. 

Mr.  T.  W,  WILLIAMS,  from  a  committee,  re- 
ported Senate  bill  declaring  Robbinston,  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  a  port  of  delivery. 

Mr.  BIRDSETs,  from  the  Committee  on  P/i- 
vmte  Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  repoit  npon 
the  petition  of  Ellen  Dnval,  in  behalf  of  lier  late 
hosband,  R.  W.  Dnvalj  which  was  laid  on  Ihe 

table. 

Mr.  CHILD8,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
Hodges,  of  Baltimore;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
eoomitted* 

8BNATB  BILLS. 

The  following  bilia  Irom  the  Senate  were  read 
twice,  and  referred: 


Ah  act  for  the  relief  of  Duncan  L.  Clinch. 

An  act  declaring  Robbinston,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  to  be  a  port  of  entry. 

An  get  to  settle  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island, 
in  th^  river  Delaware. 

Aa  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Mary  VT.  Thompson, 
widow  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Colonel  Thompson, 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Polereesky. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  G.  Skinner,  of 
Alabama. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Williams. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PabHc  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
ih^  Senate,  eoiitled  '*  An  act  to  apply  certain  alter- 
nate sections  of  the  public  domain  toward  the  com* 
pletibn  of  works  of  internal  improvement  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  report* 
ed  the  same  without  amendment. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tie  Hotise  took  op  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
making  appropriations  for  fnlfilliog  treaty  stipu* 
lationg  with  the  various  ladian  tribes,  for  the 
half-ealendar  year  banning  the  1st  day  of  Janu* 
erT,and  ending  the  30lh  day  of  June,  1843;  and  for 
Ihe  fls^l  year,  b^inning  the  1st  day  of  July,  1843, 
aafl  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1844;**  which 
had  come  from  the  Senate  wiih  certain  amend- 
ments.   The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

BXfeCUTlVS  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolation  of  the  House  of 
the  ddih  day  of  June,  1843,  a  report  respecting 
fines,  Df  oalties,  and  forfeitures  received  and  re- 
tained by  collectors  and  other  officers  of  the  rev- 
enue. 

Also,  a  report  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 
which,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  fur- 
nish the  information  requested  by  the  resolution  of 
the  18th  February,  which  called  tot  any  corre- 
spondence between  tbe  representatives  of  foreign 
governments  and  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  operation  of  the  present  tariff  laws  or  treaties 
ezlst&g  with  foreign  governments. 

CLERKS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  memo- 
rial from  Noah  Fletcher,  a  clerk  of  eighteen  yeara 
atinding  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House, 
who  his  discharged  (he  duties  of  engrossing  and 
enrolling  clerk,  praying  for  an  inquiry,  by  a  select 
committee,  into  his  services,  that  he  may  re- 
ceive payment  for  the  present  session  of  Con- 
giesB,  wC> 

Mr.  McKimNAN  moved  that  he  be  paid  for 
his  services  for  the  present,  session;  and  that  he 
be  conthiued  in  the  employment  of  the  Houae. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  HOPKINS,  Mr. 
UNDERWOOD,  and  others, 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  as.ked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  (able.  They 
were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  SAUNDERS  called  for  tellers  on  the  yeas 
and  pays.    They  were  not  ordered. 

Tellers  (Messrs.  Smitr  and  McKxnnah)  were 
ordered  on  tbe  motion  to  lay  on  the  table;  who  re- 
ported^ayes  34,  noes  88. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table, 

Blr.  MERIWETHER  rose,  and  inquired  wheth- 
er it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  dismiss  Matthew 
Bu  Clair  Clarke,  as  Clerk  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  no. 

Mr.  BABCOCK  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken  on  tbe  first  part— by 
which  authority  is  given  to  pay  Mr.  Fletcher  for 
his  aervieca  as  cleik  this  session.  It  waa  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  called  for  the  yeas  and  najs 
upon  the  aecond  division  of  tbe  resolution— bv 
which  authority  is  given  to  continue  the  said  clerk 
(Fletcher)  in  office.    They  were  ordered. 

On  taking  the  vote,  the  reault  was— yeaa  64, 
aa|a€7. 


So  the  House  determined  that  Mr.  Noah  Fletcher 
shall  not  be  continued  in  oflke. 

.  Mr.  SUMMERS  rose  and  moved,  to  reepnsidcr! 
the  vote  just  taken,  and  took  the  ocG^Aon  to  m^e 
a  statement  in  reference  to  the  action  pf  the  Oler!^ 
of  the  House  on  the  resolntiena  to  ttdifpt  t^e  forqs 
of  his  office.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks»l^ 
read  extracts  from  the  depositions  of  voe  o^  tlie 
clerks,  (Mr.  Fletcher,)  and  one  of  the  mes^ogeriji 
(Mr.  Brown,)  showing  that  tUey  had  never  been 
turned  out  of  office. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  made  a  stemement,  in  explanation, 
in  behalf  of  the  Cleik;  after  which, 

Mr.  SUMMERS  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  KEIM  offered  a  resolution  that  Mr.  King- 
man, one  of  ihe  superseded  clerks,  should  \^  placed 
on  the  same  footing  with  Mr.  Fletcher,  by  being 
paid  for  his  services  doting  the  seeaien;  whitt 
resolution  waa  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  bill  makiii| 
appropriation  for  fortifications,  as  amended  by  the 
Senate,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendinents  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  KINQ  of  Georgia  moved  to  take  up  the 
message  of  the  Senate  asking  a  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  tbe  ^two  Houses 
to  the  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  ef 
James  S.  Calhoun;  which  motion  was  agreed  to, 
and  a  committee  of  conference  was  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  House. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WISE,  the  House  resolve^ 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
tbe  Union,  (Mr.  McClbllan,  of  New'  York, 
in  the  chair.) 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BltL. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  committee,  take  t^' 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ngviil  ser- 
vice for  the  half  calendar  and  the  fiscal  year,  ter- 
minating on  the  30th  of  Jone,  1844,  which  had 
conae  from  the  Senate,  with  some  amendments. 

Mr.  TILLINGHAST  moved  that  tbe  commit- 
tee take  op  the  two  joint  resolutions  intro<1uced 
from  the  Library  Committee;  tbe  one  in  relation 
to  the  statue  of  Washington  by  Greenoug^  and  the 
other  in  relation  to  GcMrdon^  Digest. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ylrginia  waji 
agreed  to. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  one  ])}; 
which  they  struck  out  the  provision  of  the  Houm* 
that  the  bead  of  the  Boreau  of  Provihioas  and 
Clothing  should  hereafter  be  a  captain  in  tlie  navy, 

Mr.  MALLORY  defended  tbe  proviaion  of  \h^ 
House  which  the  Senate  had  stricken  out;  and  con* 
tended  that,  to  pay  a  civilian  while  so  many  cap- 
tains were  unemployed,  was  a  waste  of  expendi- 
ture which  ongbt  to  be  retrenched. 

Mr.  BURNBLL  also  addressed  the  House  on 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  C.BROWN  also  defended  the  proviaion  of 
the  House,  and  contended  ihat  captains  in  the 
navy  were  better  adapted  for  the  offiea  in  question 
than  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  departmenta  at  Wash- 
ington. Captains  in  the  navy  would  hate  mora 
sympathy  with  the  sailors,  and  take  better  care  that 
they  were  net  wronged. 

Mr,  KING  was  desirous  of  offering  an  amend* 
ment  by  which  he  proposed  to  subetitnte  a  pursed 
for  a  captain  as  the  head  of  this  bureau. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  addreased  the  committee  in  defence 
of  the  present  head  of  thia  bureau;  ana  read  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  addreaaed  to 
Mr.  Evans  of  the  Senate  on  that  subjecu 

Some  conversation  took  place  upon  pointa  of  oiv 
der;  after  which, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  rose,  and  addreased  the  com- 
mittee in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  contended  that  a  captain  was  a  pr<}per 
officer  to  be  placed  at  the  head  ot  the  Bureau  of 
Biothing,  inatead  of  a  civilian,  as  Mr.  Goldsbo- 
rough.  He  urged  that,  by  employing  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  (and  there  were  many  * 'waiting  or- 
dera,**)  there  would  be  a  saving  of  0^000  per 
annum  to  the  Government.  Tiiough  n  small  sum, 
he  thought  that  everything  should  oe  saved  which 
it  was  in  the  power  of  C^ngreaa  to  prevent  beicg 
expended,  without  abaolute  injury  to  the  aervlce. 

Mr.    McKENNAN    hoped    that  gentlemr^ 
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would  confine  themselves  strictly  to  the  question 
before  the  committee.  He  then  went  into  a  de- 
fence of  the  propriety  of  continning  the  office  of 
head  of  theoareaaof  Proristons  and  Clothiog  in 
the  hands  of  a  civilian.  The  daties  of  the  office 
sboald  be  filled  by  a  mercantile,  and  not  a  mili- 
tary man. 

Mr.  CAVB  JOHNSON  nxKtd  the  expediency 
and  economy  of  placing  the  office  in  the  hands  of 
an  officer  of  the  navy.  He  replied  to  the  gentle- 
man who  had  eulogized  Mr.  Gbldsborongh,  and 
said  that  all  the  abases  in  the  department  grew  op 
under  the  administration  of  the  Navy  Board,  of 
which  Mr.  Goldsborough  was  the  secretary.  He 
preferred  to  have  a  parser  at  the  bead  of  the  Ba- 
rean  of  Clothing;  bat,  rather  than  have  a  civilian, 
at  additional  expense  to  the  Government,  he  was 
willing  to  take  a  post-captain. 

Mr.  EYERETT  thooght  that  the  House  had 
acted  unwisely  in  adopting  the  proviso,  and  that 
they  ooght  now  to  adopt  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  He  thooght  a  greater  saving  would  be 
effected  by  retaining  in  this  office  a  man  of  bad- 
ness and  an  accountant,  rather  than  a  naval  cap- 
tain, than  the  whole  pay  of  that  officer. 

Mr.  GWIN  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  [Mr.  Wise,] 
whether  Mr.  Goldsborough  contracted  for  the  fuel 
used  by  the  steam-ships  that  have  been  laid  up, 
owing  to  the  enormous  expenses  incurred  in  keep- 
ing them  afloat. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  did  not  know.  He  supposed 
not. 

Mi.  QWIN  was  anxious  to  ascertain  this  fact, 
and  who  was  responsible  for  these  contracts;  for 
be  believed  that  ouurageous  abuses  had  been  com- 
mitted in  supplying  this  fuel.  He  had  offered  a 
resolution,  six  or  seven  weeks  ago,  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  information  in 
regard  to  these  contracu  and  purchases.  That 
reaolntion  remains  unanswered  to  this  day.  He 
thought  the  Secretary  would  be  more  appropriately 
employed  in  giving  the  House  important  informa- 
tion thus  called  for,  instead  of  reading  us  lectures 
on  our  legislative  action.  He  must  say  that  the 
letter  just  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wise,]  ia  nhicb  the  Secretary  characterizes 
our  action  as  absurd,  was  impertinent — to  say  the 
least  of  it. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  the  gentleman  was  entirely 
mistaken  in  his  construction  of  the  Secretary's  re- 
marks. He  would  read  what  he  had  said,  and  let 
the  House  decide  whether  the  gentleman  had  done 
the  Secretary  justice. 

Mr.  QWIN  said  that  the  committee  must  per- 
ceive, from  the  extract  of  the  letter  read  by  the  gen- 
tleman flrom  Virginia,  that  he  had  done  the  Secre- 
tary no  injustice.  |He  says  it  is  absurd  to  suppose 
that  a  captain  in  the  navy  can  perform  the  service 
BOW  required  of  Hr.  Goldsborough  by  virtue  of 
his  office.  Tbis  House  passed  a  proviso  to  this 
bill,  requiring  this  service  to  be  performed  by  a 
captain  of  the  navy;  and  hence  our  action  is  char- 
acterized by  the  Secretary  as  absurd.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  silently  receive  lectures  from  any  de- 
partment of  the  Government  for  our  action,  for 
which  we  are  responsible  to  the  country.  He  be- 
lieved this  proviso  was  proper  and  legitimate,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  adhere  to  it.  These 
duties,  he  believed,  were  now  performed  by  sub- 
ordinate officers  of  the  navy — samples  only  of  the 
article  te  be  bouaht  being  submitted  to  the  head  of 
the  bureau,  who  bad  no  ifnowledge,  except  through 
these  officers,  whether  the  article  proposed  to  be 
sold  corresponded  with  the  sample. 

He  hoped  that,  before  this  House  adjourned, 
an  answer  would  be  received  to  his  resolution,  sent 
to  the  Secretary  six  weeks  ago.  He  believed  that 
there  has  been  a  most  wasteful  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  in  purchasing  luel  for  these  steam- 
ships, and  he  hoped  the  Seoretary  would  not  with- 
hold the  information  asked  for. 

Mr.  WISE.  Where  were  these  purchases  made? 

Mr.  QWIN.  At  Pensacola;  where,  he  under- 
stood, fifteen  dollars  a  ton  had  been  paid  for  a 
large  amount  of  coal  not  worth  five  dollars  per 
ton.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Kmo] 
had  stated  to  this  House  that  this  coal  was  useless 
as  to  ihe  purpose  for  which  it  was  purehased.    He 


was  in  favor  of  putting  the  most  rigid  restrictions 
upon  the  expenditures  of  this  department,  which 
bad  swelled  to  such  an  enormous  amount. 

Mr.  MALLORY  said  he  would  appeal  to  the 
House  to  maintain  its  own  rights  against  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  or  anybody  else  that  would  say 
that  its  action  had  been  absurd.  He  moved  the 
proviso  which  the  Senate^s  amendment  proposed  to 
strike  out;  and,  if  time  was  allowed  him,  be  could 
demonstrate  that  the  notions  of  the  Secretary,  and 
not  his,  were  absurd.  What  did  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  know  about  Mr.  Gh>ldsboroogh?  He 
recollected  what  oceurred  in  the  committee,  and 
the  proposition  of  the  department  to  make  an  ex< 
iravagant  appropriation  for  tbis  bureau,  and  the 
committee's  cutting  it  down  to  f  17,000.  There 
was  no  place  in  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, for  Mr.  Gk>ldsborough;  and  he  never  dream- 
ed, when  he  voted  for  it,  that  this  gentleman  would 
have  been  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  bureaux. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McKbh- 
man]  had  talked  about  the  mercantile  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Gk>ldsborough,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  va- 
rious and  complicated  accounts  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment. Now,  this  gentleman  came  to  the  com- 
mittee with  a  bundle  of  papers  to  show  that  the 
Navy  Department  had  no  accounts  at  all.  Why 
all  this  confusion  in  the  accounts  of  the  depart- 
ment, .about  which  they  had  heard  so  much,  grew 
up  during  the  administration  of  this  Mr.  Goldsbor- 
ough. What  did  they  now  see?  Why,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  navy,  at  the  different  stations,  pur- 
chasing provisions  and  clothing,  and  receiving 
their  orders  from  this  man,  lolling  at  his  ease  in 
one  of  the  highest  departments  of  the  Gtovernmeot 
here  at  Washington.  All  the  orders  to  officers  of 
the  navy  should  emanate  from  one  of  superior 
grade;  and  the  adherence  to  this  principle  was  one 
of  the  best  modes  of  keeping  up  discipline.  He 
had  no  idea,  as  one  of  the  Naval  Committee,  that 
this  gentleman  would  ever  have  been  placed  at  the 
head  of  a  bureau.  He  thought  a  captain  should 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  it;  and,  if  that  could  not  be 
done,  a  purser  would  do  as  well. 

Mr.  HOLMES  regretted  that,  upon  a  question 
whieh  concerned  one  of  the  most  important  branch- 
es of  our  national  defence,  appeals  similar  to  that 
of  bis  friend  from  Missinippi  and  his  friend  from 
Virginia,  [Messrs.  Gwin  and  Malloet,]  should 
be  made  to  their  passions,  when  they  should  take 
counsel  of  their  reason.  He  called  upon  the 
House  not  to  be  influenced  by  appeals  such  as 
these.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  a  logician, 
and  had,  in  his  letter,  merely  intended  what  was 
called  a  reduetit  ad  abaurdum^  without  putting  it  in 
logical  form;  but,  at  the  same  time,  intending  no 
offence  to  the  House. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  debate  was  continued  long  enough;  and  he 
rose  to  make  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise,  in 
order  that  he  might  submit  a  resolution  fixing  a 
time  on  which  the  debate  should  terminate.  Mr. 
McK.,  however,  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  KING  of  Georgia,  at  whose  instance  the 
third  section  of  the  original  bill  was  read,  in  order 
to  bear  out  the  statement  he  had  made. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  did  not  object  to  the  motion  for 
the  committee  to  rise;  but  he  wished  some  part  of 
the  discussion  to  be  allotted  to  the  subject  of  the 
dry* docks  at  Brooklyn  and  Pensacola,  rather  than 
that  the  whole  time  should  be  taken  up  in  discuss- 
ing these  two  appointments;  for,  after  all,  these 
abuses  could  not  be  remedied  by  legislation,  but 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  departments. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  renewed  his  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGBRSOLL  endeavored  to  obtain 
the  floor;  but  the  Chair  decided  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  first  in  or- 
der. 

The  question  Was  then  taken  on  McKbnnan^ 
motion,  and  it  was  negatived— ayes  54,  noes  74. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  then  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  as  follows:  ^'Provided, 
That  no  part  of  this  appropriation  shall  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  a  squadron  to  be  kept  on  the  coast 
of  Africa.**  Mr.  I  said  that  this  amendment  was 
offered  for  the  purpoae— which  he  trusted  would  not 


be  denied  by  the  House— of  enabling  a  respectable 
and  considerable  minority  in  that  House  toezpKgg 
their  views  on  the  subject  of  that  part  of  the  late 
treaty  to  which  it  referred. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  raised  the  point  of  order,  tbat 
the  amendment  had  no  relevance  to  the  piorisolt 
proposed  to  amend. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  oQt 
of  order. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  had  not 
been  in  the  habii  of  trespassing  on  the  time  of  lbs 
House,  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  some  oppor- 
tunity would  be  allowed  him  of  explaining  hit 
views  in  relation  to  the  important  bill  that  vis 
passed  yesterday.  A  large  minority  had  beea 
compelled  to  vote  on  that— certainly  one  of  ibe  most 
important  questions  of  the  session,  without  the  op- 
portunity to  say  one  word  except  the  solitary  No. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  take  up  the  limeof  tbe 
House  by  entering  at  length  into  the  sib)eet;bnt 
he  wished  merely,  in  vindication  of  himself,  id4 
those  who  thought  with  him,  to  explain  the  reasons 
why  he  could  not  approve  of  the  late  treaty. 

Mr.  WISE  raised  tbe  point  of  order,  tbat  tbe  re^ 
marks  of  the  gentleman  were  not  relevant  to  the 
subject  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  remarks  of  tbe 
gentleman  were  not  in  order. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  if  he  was  to  im- 
dersiand  the  Chair  that,  on  a  naval  appropriation 
bill,  and  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  was  not  ia 
order  for  him  to  discuss  any  portion  of  ibe  bill. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  would  be  in  order  to 
discuss  any  part  of  the  bill,  but  not  to  disctiss  tbe 
treaty.  There  were  other  amendments,  to  wbieb 
it  would  be  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  attach  bis 
amendment. 

Mr.  STANLY  offered  an  amendment,  providiog 
that  all  provisions  and  clothing  of  every  kiod  for 
the  navy  should  hereafter  be  furnished  by  eontratt 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  after  advertisements  for  sealed 
proposals  in  the  public  papers,  dbc.;  but,  at  the 
SQggestion  of  several  gentlemen,  withdrew  the 
amendment,  with  the  intention  of  offering  it  at 
another  stage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WISE  stated  bis  point  of  order  against  tbe 
admissibility  of  the  amendment  of  the  genileiBta 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Stanlt;]  and,  aOer  a 
few  words  from  Messrs.  WISE,  STANLT,  FES- 
SENDEN,  and  others, 

Mr.  STANLY  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Tellers  were  then  called  for,  on  the  qaestioD  of 
concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senatr,  and 
Messrs.  Mallort  and  Athbrton  were  appointed; 
and  they  reported  52  in  the  affirmative,  and  83  in 
the  negative. 

The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  amendmtnts  of  tbe 
Senate  were  then  concurred  in. 

The  sixth  amendment  of  the  Senate  straek  out 
the  proviso  of  the  House,  by  which  it  was  reqairei 
that  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery  and  Medi- 
cine should  have  seen  a  certain  number  o(  years 
sea  service. 

Mr.  WISE  addressed  the  committee  on  this 
amendment,  objecting  to  "legislating  men  out  of 
office*,"  and  contending  that  sea  service  was  not 
tbe  best  school  to  fit  a  man  to  discharge  the  dntist 
of  the  head  of  this  bureau. 

Mr.  T.  J.  YORKE,  as  the  chairman  of  tbe  Se- 
lect Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Navy 
Department,  made  some  observations  (as  was  un- 
derstood) in  behalf  of  Dr.  Barton,  the  present  bead 
of  tbe  Bureau  of  Sorgery  and  Medicine,  of  wboee 
worth  be  had  had  an  opportunity  to  form  an  opin- 
ion whi^e  in  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
the  select  committee;  but  he  spoke  in  so  low  a  tone 
of  voice,  that  his  observations  were  not  disiinetly 
heard.  

Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART  rose  and  stated  thai  it 
was  due  to  Dr.  Bar  ten  that  he  should  explain  tbe 
result  of  tbe  investigation  which  he  had  made  in» 
tbe  expenditures  of  Dr.  Barton's  bureau.  He 
went  there,  having  no  acquaintance  with  him,  and 
with  a  previous  prejudice  against  him,  which  wi< 
not  removed  by  the  Doctor^  eccentric  manneri 
He  now  believed  tbat  he  was  a  good  officer,  and 
had  introduced  a  good  sysiem.  He  referred  to  the 
abuses  which  existed  in  the  surgical  department  of 
)  the  navy,  and  instanced  the  Florida  squadron,  coai- 
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posed  of  five  or  six  small  vessels,  and  six  hnn- 
dnd  mta;  wluflh,  daring  eight  months,  cost  |9,076 
for  liqiion  alone  for  the  sick.  For  filling  an  ice- 
bosse  with  one  hundred  tons  of  ice,  f  1,000  was 
ptid;  |500  for  the  freight  of  the  ice,  and  #135  for 
ihe  chaff  whieh  was  pnt  aroand  it,  to  keep  it  flrom 
meltiBg.  In  .some  cases,  |4  a  gallon  was  paid  far 
milk;  |13  a  dozen  for  fowls.  For  sheep  for  the 
aek,  |1,S00  was  paid.  Not  a  dollar  appeared  as 
eiedited  to  the  hospital  fiODd,  although  sach  large 
ezpenditnres  were  made  for  hospital  stores.  Ut, 
Barton^  system  removed  abases.  His  liquor  cir- 
colar,  which  had  offended  the  navy  officers,  was 
merely  a  premonitory  circaiar  posted  on  the  liquor 
CMBS^  lellmg  the  officers  to  ose  'the  liqnors  with 
■oderation.  Dr.  Barton  rf  quired  the  surgeons  to 
give  receipts  for  all  stores  carried  to  sea,  and  ac* 
eount  for  them  in  the  proper  manner. 

He  eulogised  Dr.  Barton  at  some  length,  and 
eonduded  by  expressing  the  hope  that  he  would  be 
retained  as  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  the  nayal 
ierric8»  and  as  a  man  whose  very  independence 
of  eharaeter  bad  made  him  enemies. 

Mr.  FB8SBNDBN  opposed  the  amendment  of 
Ae8enmte»and  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table,  to  be 
read,  a  portion  of  Dr.  Barton^  report,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  that  his  style  was  unintelligible, 
and  without  meaning.  He  said  he  had  no  feeling 
against  Dr.  Barton,  nor  any  care  about  him— not 
even  being  acquainted  with  him  by  sight. 

After  sonu  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Fbsssn- 

Mr.  MORGAN  addressed  the  eommittee  in  sup* 
pen  of  the  amendment  of  tbe  Senate,  and  in  de- 
feoee  of  Dr.  Barton,  whom  he  characterised  as 
one  of  the  most  faithful  and  intelligent  officers  in 
the  service  of  the  Goyemment.    "Hie  Doctor,  he 
amid,  bad  introduced  a  system  and  order  in  his  bu- 
reau, which  would  in  future  prevent  the  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  medical  department  which  had  been 
so  loudly  complained  of;  and  be  highly  commend- 
ed the  gentlenkan  for  the  facilities  he  bad  afforded 
to  tbe  committee  in  ferreting  oat  and  exposing  those 
abuses.    He  held  in  his  hand  a  bill  of  the  particu* 
lars  of  the  medicines  furnished  to  the  little  Florida 
sqaadron  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  J.  T.  Mc- 
lianghlin,  which  consumed,  in  eight  months,  one 
half  of  ihe  large  appropriation  for  the  medical  ser- 
vice of  the  navy  for  the  year—- say  nearly  |1 6,000. 
Among  these,  were  to  be  found  six  boules  of  cham- 
pagne, |5;  (Champagne  for  the  sick!)  port  wine,  38 
galls,  and  4  bottles,  |338;  15  galls,  and  160  bottles 
of  madeira,  |356;  claret,  7  boxes  7  galls.»  f575; 
IS  galls,  of  gin  and  14   jugs,  |55;  whiskey,  |32; 
Newark   cider,  |66;   brown  stout,  |248;  porier, 
iS30;  ale,  taSBi  bitters,  |1  50— making,  in  all, 
over  |9,000  for  liquor  salone,  for  only  eight  months. 
Such  were  the  facilities  afforded  by  Dr.  Barton  to 
the  committee,  that  they  were  able   to  expose  all 
those  abuses.    For  these  reasons,  he  should  vote 
for  the  continuance  of  this  officer;  and  he  thought 
the  country  indebted  to  him  for  the  refonp  he  had 
introduced  in  his  department. 

Mr.  MALLORY  made  some  remarks  in  oppo- 
sitioa  to  the  amendment,  and  in  censure  of  Dr. 
Barton;  and  read  one  of  his  circulars  to  show  the 
coafused  and  unintelligible  manner  in  whieh  he 
wrote. 

Mr.  WISE  replied,  and  produced  a  letter  from 
Commodore  Decatur,  in  which  Dr.  Barton's  quali- 
fications were  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms. 

Bir.  JOa  R.  INGBR80LL  made  a  few  re* 
UMrks  testifying  to  the  high  qualities  of  Dr.  B.  as 
a  medical  man,  and  the  value  of  bis  serrioes. 

Bftr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  committee 
riee,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  resolution  fixing 
on  a  time  for  taking  the  bill  out  of  committee; 
whieh  modon  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mi.  FILLMORE  offered  a  joint  resolution,  sus- 
pending the  16th  joint  rule,  which  prohibits  the 
sending  bUls  from  one  House  to  the  other  on  the 
last  three  days  of  the  session. 

Mr.  WELLER  objected;  and  asked  for  tbe  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  it  was  indispensable 
that  the  rule  should  be  suspended,  in  order  to  pass 
•ercral  bills. 

Bif.  WBLLBR  said,  that  whenever  the  particu- 


lar case  occorred,  in  which  it  became  necessary  to 
suspend  tbe  rale,  it  could  be  done  A>r  that  case. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  tbe  rale  requiring  a 
vote  of  two- thirds  did  not  apply  to  the  16  h  joint 
rale. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  was  true;  but  the  resolu- 
tion itself,  to  suspend  the  rule,  could  not  be  receiv- 
ed without  a  suspension  of  the  rales. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 

Mr.  PICKENS  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  specify  the  bills  he  wished  to  suspend 
the  rules  for.  The  object  of  the  joint  lale  was  to 
prevent  hasty  and  imperfect  legislation;  and  if 
they  saspendsd  ihe  role  indefinitely,  it  would  pro- 
duce the  very  eril  the  16th  joint  rule  was  intended 
to  prevent. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  by  a  reference  to  the 
precedents  on  this  subject,  be  found  that  a  majority 
only  was  necessary  to  suspend  this  joint  rale. 

Mr.  WELLER  inquired  if  the  resolotion  itself 
was  in  order,  without  a  suspension  of  the  rules  of 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not,  if  any 
gentleman  objected. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  that  he  objected  when  the 
resolution  was  first  offered. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  called  upon  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  say  for  the  transmission  of  what 
bills  he  wished  the  rule  suspended. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  it  was  impossible  to  say 
what  bills  the  House  might  pass  during  the  day. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  then  explained  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  that,  as  the  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution was  objected  to,  it  would  require  a  majority 
of  two- thirds  to  get  it  before  the  Hotise. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  suspension,  neverthe- 
less, for  this  day  only. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  89,  nays  70. 

So  the  roles  were  not  sospended. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  a  resolution  tojermi- 
nate  debate  on  this  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
at  fifteen  minutes  past  3  o^clock. 

[Cries  of  **0h,  say  3  o'clock."  It  was  now  ten 
minufes  to  3  o\»loek.} 

The  resolution,  as  originally  proposed,  was 
agreed  to;  and  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into 
(S>mmittee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  R.  McClblijlv  in 
the  chair.) 

Mr.  GORDON  resumed  the  debate  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  by  obsenring  that,  some  days  ago,  he 
made  a  short  speech  on  this  bill,  and  in  advocacy 
of  general  reforms  in  tbe  navy;  and  he  took  occa- 
sion to  charge  abuses  in  relation  to  the  stores 
of  ships;  but,  on  that  occasion,  tbe  gentleman 
from  Virginia  denied  that  there  were  any  such 
abuses. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  he  had  done  so. 

Mr.  GK)RDON  congratulated  the  gentleman  on 
a  change  of  sentiment  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  he  had  changed  his 
ground. 

Mr.  GORDON  continued,  and  commented  on 
the  convenient  manner  in  which  some  gentlemen 
one  day  denied  that  anj  abuses  existed;  and  on 
another  day,  when  it  was  necessary  to  sustain 
a  particular  officer  in  the  navy,  took  different 
ground. 

There  was  one  position  assumed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  which  he  could 
not  approve  of.  It  was  that  where  be  contended 
ihat  sea-service  was  not  a  good  school  for  a  sur- 
geon in  the  navy.  It  was, in  his  opinion,  a  school — 
a  practical  school— where  a  knowledge  of  diseases 
and  of  climates  could  best  be  acquired.  Diseases, 
as  all  knew,  differed  as  climates  differed;  and 
there  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  man  at  the  head 
of  the  Medical  Bureau  acquainted  with  endemieal 
diseases.  No  man  who  filled  the  station  of  head 
of  the  Bureau  of  Surgery  could  possibly  be  any  the 
worse  off  for  having  been  at  sea.  He  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  disposed 
to  abandon  tbe  ground  assumed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, and  now  came  forward,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  an  officer,  to  testify  to  the  eiistence  of 
abuses  in  tbe  department. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  wotUd  say  to  the 


gentleman  from  New  York,  that  he  was  mistaken 
if  he  supposed  he  had  changed  his  ground.  Did 
he  understand  the  gentleman  to  say  that  he  had 
changed  his  ground  in  order  to  save  a.  particular 
mani 

Mr.  GORDON  said  he  did  not  make  such  a 
charge  against  the  gentleman.  What  he  had  in» 
tended  to  eiprrss  was,  that  the  gentleman,  although 
he  had  heretofore  always  defended  tbe  scbemea  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  yet,  on  the  present  oo- 
cssion,  when  the  merits  of  Dr.  Barton  were  under 
discussion,  he  departed  from  his  usual  position, 
and  admitted  that  there  were  abuses  in  the  Navy 
Department. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  bad,  on  a  former  occasion, 
when  the  gentleman  charged  that  the  officers  of  tbe 
navy  had  provided  for  their  dinners  out  of  the 
public  stores,  declared  that  the  charge  was  without 
proof,  and  defied  ihe  gentleman  to  the  proof.  If 
the  gentleman  had  then  said  that  there  were  abnsea 
in  the  application  of  the  hospital  fund,  be  should 
have  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  sentiment- 
Mr.  GORDON  said  he  did  charge  that  the  offi- 
cers gave  dinners  and  entertainment  to  foreign 
princes  and  grandees  out  of  the  public  stores.  He 
now  repeated  that  charge.  He  wished  to  know 
what  became  of  all  the  wine  which  was  put  on 
board  of  our  ships,  unless  it  was  used  by  the  offi« 
ceis  at  their  entertainments?  Would  the  gentle* 
man  undertake  to  say  that  wine  out  of  the  pnblie 
stores  was  not  used  at  these  entertainmental 

He  should  be  willing  to  go  againat  the  proviso, 
and  to  save  Barton,  if  he  were  satisfied  that  Dr. 
Barton  were  a  man  of  sound  common  sense.  He 
had  evidence  that  Dr.  B.  had  introduced  many 
useful  reforms,  and  was,  in  sooae  respects,  a  good 
ofitoer.  He  did  not  always  judge  by  a  man's  style; 
bot  Dr.  B.  was  certainly  very  queer.  There  was  * 
more  of  fancy  and  moonshine  than  of  common 
sense  in  his  conunuaioationa.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Doctor  would  make  a  very  good  poet;  and 
^uld  he  turn  bis  aiiention  to  literature,  instead 
of  bard  practical  service,  would  acquire  some  fame* 
After  a  few  more  remarks,  he  concluded. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  made  a  few  remarks  on  tha 
subject  of  docks,  and  explained  the  objects  of  the 
amendment  proposed  in  relation  to  tbe  contem* 
plated  dry  docks  at  Brooklyn  and  at  Pensaoola. 
He  expressed  tbe  opinion  that  we  had  not  yet  ex* 
perience  enough  to  justify  the  erection  of  a  fioating 
dry-dock  on  any  plan. 

The  time  being  out,  the  committee  proceeded 
to  vole. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  concuning  with 
tbe  Senate  in  their  rejection  of  tbe  proviso  exclu- 
ding any  person  from  the  post  of  head  of  the  Bu* 
reau  of  Medicine  who  had  not  seen  five  years  sea- 
service;  (^Barton  or  no  (^arton,'^)  and  resulted— 
yeas  90,  nays  35. 

So  the  committee  agreed  to  retain  Dr.  Barton  ia 
office. 

DRY*DOGKS. 

Tbe  question  next  recurred  on  tbe  amendments 
of  the  Committee  on  Navsl  Affairs  to  the  amend* 
ments  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  dry-docks. 

Tlie  Senate  proposed  to  insert  a  clause  declaring 
that-— 

Tbe  Becracaiy  of  the  Navy  ie  hereby  directed  not  to  apply 
or  ezpoDd  any  pan  of  the  appropriation  of  one  hoodred  dioo- 
■and  aollan,  mentioned  in  the  ninth  claoee  of  an  act  of  Coograag 
approved  on  the  foanh  dav  of  A«cv»ti  ^'m  tboaaand  eight 
hundred  and  forty'two,  entitfed  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  oaTal  eervice  for  tlie  year  one  thooaund  eight  nondred 
and  forty 'two,"  nor  tlie  uMxpended  baianceaof  former  appfo- 
priatiooo  mentioned  in  aaid  act,  for  the  conatmction  of  a  floaiiiuE 
dock  at  Brooklyn,  or  in  the  harbor  of  New  York;  and  this  ihail 
not  be  andeniood  ae  reviving  or  conferring  any  authority  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  conetmctlon  of  a  dry*doek  In  eaid  harbor,  tiM 
making  of  which  was  provieiooally  auspended  by  the  said  ninth 
dauee  of  aald  act;  but  the  eaid  earn  of  one  handred  thooaand  dol- 
Ian,  appropriated  aa  abova  mentioned,  ahall  be  applied  to  the 
conetniction  of  a  floating  dock  at  Pen8acola,ofcacaeliylbrthe 
repair  of  frigateeof  the  amaller  claai,  and  upon  auch  plan  aa  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Bt:aII  approve. 

The  Committee  on  Naral  Affairs  recommended 

a  non^eoncurrence  in  this  amendment;  and  that  all 

of  tkie  same  after  the  word  ''directed**  be  stricken 

eut,  and  the  following  inserted  in  lieu  thereof: 

To  apply  the  appropriation  mentioned  in  the  ninth  dauee  of 
an  act  oiCongreM,  approved  on  the  fourth  day  of  August,  one 
tboaaand  eight  handred  and  forty>two,  entitled  "An  act  makfog 
appropriatione  for  the  naval  aervice  for  the  year  one  tiioueaad 
aigbt  hundred  and  forty -two,"  and  the  unexpended  baianceaof 
I  former  appropriatiooameikikmod  in  said  act,  to  the  coiMtnictioB 
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of  a  floating  doick  at  BrMkljn,  New  York,  upon  tb«  plan  pre* 
Hmd  bjr  tbe  ceiimtiiionBni  appetotad  for  tliat  purpoae;  and 
tiMtt  cha  Mjun  pr  MM  kandrad  ibouMod  doUaia  be,  and  te  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  cooetniction  of  a  floatlnc<dock  at  Penaa* 
cob,  of  capacity  for  the  repair  of  frigatee  of  the  smaller  claee^ 
upon  suoh  pl|ui«e  the  SeofAary  of  the  Navy  ihall  aK)roTe. 

Messrs.  J.  L.  WHITE  and  McKEON  offered 
mmeDdmems  to  the  Benate^i  amefidment;  which 
were  seTerally  rejected,  and  copies  of  which  could 
not  be  obcaiaed. 

lfr.-R£k)6l(VBLT  offered  an  amendment,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  insert  f  100,000  for  a  float- 
ing-dock at  Pensacola,  and  to  leave  the  appro* 
priaiions  for  the  dry-dock  at  Brooklyn  on  the  same 
footing  upon  which  they  were  placed  by  the  act  of 
last  session. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  EooeiYXLT's 
amendment,  and  it  wasTejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  onconeuningin  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Aiairs,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  qaesiion  then  recarred  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative-— ayes  75,  noes  €8. 

The  qaestion  coming  up  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  appropriating  f5,000  for  defrayiof  the 
expenses  of  an  ageat  anthorized  hy  the  joint  reso- 
lution of January,  1843 — 

Mr.  STAM LT  off9red  an  amendment  to  it,  pro- 
viding that  the  provisions,  clothing,  dkc.,  of  the  navy 
shall  be  furnished  upon  contract,  to  the  highest  bid* 
der,  after  adyertisement  for  sealed  proposals  in  the 
public  papers. 

Mr.  PARMBNTBR  offered  a  verbal  amend- 
rncnt,  which  was  accepted  as  a  modification  by 
MK  Stavlt. 

The  committee  then  roec^  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House. 

Seme  enn vernation  ensued  between  Mesjtn. 
FILLMORB.TILLINaHAST,  W1SB,FBRR1S, 
and  others,  respecting  the  Brooklyn  dry  and  float- 
iag'dock  qaesfion;  which  was  ultimately  termina- 
ted'by  the  previous  quesiion. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  first  amendment  was  eonenrred  in. 

Ou  the  second  amendment,  in  relation  to  the  Bu- 
rtett  of  Provi«ion8  and  Clothing,  the  question  was 
put  in  the  affirmative  form,  on  a  concurrence  with 
the  amendment  ot  the  Senate;  and  the  vote-— taken 
by  Mes»r8.  Mbdill  and  T.  J.  CiMFanu.,  as  tell- 
trtf-^was  72  in  the  affirmative,  and  66  in  the  nega- 
aUve.'  The  efifect  of  this  vote  is  to  leave  this  bu- 
reau as  at  present  organized. 

The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  amendments  were 
concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  afreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  recom- 
mending a  concurrence  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Sehate  on  the  subject  of  the  instructions  in  relation 
to  dry-docks. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  tbe  result 
wsis— yeas  85,  nays  89. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Sraate  (verbal)  was 
ooncnrredin. 

'the  amendment  of  the  Senate  providing  for  an 
agent  on  the  subject  of  water- rotted  hemp,  was  also 
eoacurred  in. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  returned  to  the  Senate,  and 
will  there  await  the  determination  of  that  body  to 
adbsn  or  recede. 

NAVY  PBNSIONSi 

On  motion  of  Bftr.  FILLMORB,  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  navy  pen* 
sions,  and  cononned  in  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate thereto. 

The  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  on  the 
disagreement  in  rehttion  to  the  Mil  for  the  relief  of 
James  S.  Calhoun,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to* 

At  5  o'clock,  Bir.  WELLBR  moved  an  adjourn- 
nenti  carried. 


IN  SENATE. 
TmmsDAT,  March  9,  1843. 
The  reading  of  the  journal  having  beendis- 
pcnsed  with,  the  following  engrossed  bills  were 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  vim 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qanet  Vlait;  and 
House  bill  entitled  ^An  net  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs,  or  the  asiiignees  of  the  hcdrs,  of  Isaac  Todd 
MdJanMsMcOilU** 


The  PRESIDENT  fro  tem.  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
giving  information  that  letters  bad  been  received 
from  the  American  minister  af  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburg,  and  from  the  American  consul  at 
Odessa,  transmitting  documents  in  the  Russian 
language  on  the  subject  of  tbe  cultivation  and 
preparation  of  hemp;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
YOUNG,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  ihe  Qeneial  Land  Of- 
fice and  (be  Register  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  reftolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the 
18ih  instant,  a  statement  of  the  total  amount  of  tbe 
two  per  cent,  fund  arising  from  the  net  proceeds  of 
tbe  sales  ef  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio; 
and  a  statement  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  Ac.;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  joint  resolutions  of 
tbe  Legislature  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
imprisonment  of  Mr.  Kendall,  under  the  judgment 
obtained  by  Messrs.  Stockton  A  Stokes  against 
him.  Mr.  W.  said  that,  inasmuch  as  a  bill  had 
already  passed  on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions, 
be  wonld  merely  move  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table:  agreed  to.        

On  motion  by  Mr.  WRIGHT,  leave  was  grant- 
ed to  Blisha  Ketch um  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
papers  from  the  files. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YOUNG,  the  same  privilege 
was  granted  to  John  Dowling. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LINN,  the  »-ame  privilcfe 
was  granted  to  the  heirs  and  legal  represenutlves 
of  Julian  Hague,  and  tbe  sureties  of  Thomas 
Hempstead. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  back,  without  amendment,  and 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  joint 
resolution  from  the  House,  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  awards  under  a  ueaiy  with  the  Cherokee 
Indian5. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  back,  without  ameodmeot,  and  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass,  ibe  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Gamaliel  E.  Smith. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EyANS,at  a  subsequent  part 
of  the  day,  the  previous  orders  were  postponed,  and 
the  above  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  considered,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
finally  passed. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Gkorge  Naddle. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H. 
Thompson;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  co  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees, on  private  claims,  were  taken  up  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  the  previ- 
ous orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  the 
House  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  bel- 
ter security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  board  of 
vessels  propelled,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  steam,'' 
approved  July  7, 18S8,  was  taken  up,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  H.  made  some  remarks  on  this  bill,  show* 
ing  the  great  importance  of  it  to  give  better  secu- 
rity to  the  lives  of  persons  travelling  on  steamboats. 
It  modified  the  law  of  1|38,  so  as  to  dispense  with 
the  use  of  chains  in  the  management  of  the  tiller. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  finally  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KING,  and  by  general  con* 
sent,  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  ihe  above  bill, 
was  reconsidered.  The  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee, striking  out  the  8th  section  of  the  bill 
(which  section  makes  provision  for  testing  steam- 
boat boilers)  was  then  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  then  passed  as  amended. 

Mr.  YOUNG  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  waa  agreed  to,  viz: 

ItMotMd,  That  dMBtentuy  of  ih*  Stasis  be  dtamtad  to  n- 
colvo  the  report  to  be  made  by  theSeorecary  of  theTkeMiuy, 
in  compHanee  with  theneolotioo  of  the  Beoate  of  the  30th  of 
JeiJtmea^hiitlailoBtothtpubUetaiMH  hi  UNTsoMior  Um 


Senaie;  tliat  the  lama  be  printed  under  hii  fuapactionTudl££ 
one  thouMod  coplee,  hi  additioa  to  the  aaiial  nuttber,  be  nte 
ed  for  Che  uee  of  the  Beoate,  aod  dieudbaiee  as  ottei  Mnik 
documeotfl.- 

The  resolution  sobmitted  by  hfr.  WiLi^ou 
yesterday,  was  taken  up  for  oonsidcra^iom,  wU 
read  as  follows,  viz: 

RudveA,  That  the  Praetdaot  of  the  Usilfd  ItialM  ohm  te  * 
be  inveptigated  by  the  jodgee  orthe  aoperior  ceurte  ef  fl<yif,_ 
In  their  reepectire  diKricte,  ell  looea  of  property  MfllnitfnJr 
the  hahabiiante  of  eaid  Territory,  in  conecqneate  of  ib«  IftuSh 
nole  hoeiilitiea  eince  the  comoMBceineoi  thereof,  io  th»  mi. 
1835;  and  that  the  teetimony  and  oplnione  of eaidjudnin^S ' 
caae  bt  reported  to  ihie  body  when  completed*  iVevfded,Thia 
any  ezpeneee  aitAiding  the  inveetigatioB  be  pntUM  for,  nj. 
paid  by,  the  eaid  Territory  of  I'torlda. 

Messrs.  GRIHAM  and  BAYARD  msdenMi 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  resolntiea,  oi^  ihs 
ground  that  the  President  had  no  power,  to  iaqMc*. 
such  a  duty  on  the  judgesi  and  that  it  woaU  bs 
a  constructive  implication  that  Congrem  woald 
hereafter  render  satisfaction  for  the  losses  of  pis^ 
erty  there,  regardless  of  the  principles  which  M 
regulated  its  pa!«t  action. 

Mr.  WALKER  differed  with  those  Senaton  ss. 
to  the  construc'.ion  which  they  had  placed  oa  lbs 
resolution.  The  power  (he  said)  had  beea  heaMo- 
fore  exercised  to  insirnct  judges  in  soch  cssii;  and 
the  resolution  did  nor,  in  the  least  deoee,  imply 
any  obligaiion  on  Congress  to  satisfy  daims  (er 
the  losses  of  property  ibere,  without  regard  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  destmyed. 

Mr.  BUCBANAN  moved  to  lay  the  KaolttioB 
on  the  tablr,  which  nkotion  was  aipreed  to. 

Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  oa  PensisMv 
reported  back,  without  amendment, thebilllbr  the 
relief  of  Lyman  N.  Cook;  which,  on  his  meiiMi, 
was  taken  op  and  considered  as  in  coonihtis 
of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  aad  fiaally 
pasRcd. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  the  fotlowiag  mobi* 
tioDj  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to,  as  follow: 


Bmolvtdt  That  the  Secretary  of  WarlM  diieeiedto 
tain,  and  report  at  the  noxi  eeaaion  of  Conf  rett,  the  vilM  ud 
extent  of  thecUlms  ofilio  Weeiem  Cherolceee  upon  the  iToilid 
Btatee,  growing  out  of  their  treaty  atipulaliona 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GRAHAM,  the  ComBittei 
on  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  farther  cossid* 
eraiioD  of  the  petition  of  the  legal  representatifes 
of  Patrick  Gray  and  George  Mayo. 

Mr.  MERRICK,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  viiboat 
amendment,  thft  joint  resolation  from  the  Hoots 
aaihoriziog  the  Postmaster  General  to  settle  with 
J.  A  P.  Voorhee 8. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Boyd  Reilly,  autbor- 
izing  tbe  Secretaries  of  War  ajid  Navy  to  allow  hiia 
compensation,  not  exceeding  ten  tboasaod  dollan, 
for  the  use  of  his  vapor-bath  in  the  army  aad 
navy,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  as  ia  eodi- 
mittee  of  tbe  whole. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  could  not  vote  for  an  appro- 
priation of  1(10,000  on  an  alleged  ioveDtioa.  He 
gave  notice  that  he  wonld  call  for  tbe  yeas  aod 
nays  on  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  the  limitation  was  (10,000; 
but  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Secretary  of  tbe 
Navy  might  award  only  one  or  two  thomaod  dol- 
lars, if  the  invention  was  worth  no  more. 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  the  claim  had  ioereised 
every  time  it  had  come  up,  and  that  had  been  four 
or  five  times.  He  moved  to  amend  the  biU,  by 
striking  out  110,000,  and  inserting  |5,000. 

Mr.  MERRICK  opposed  the  amendment;  sb^ 
insisted  that  no  one  could  tell  the  valoe  of  the  in* 
veution  till  the  subject  was  investigated,  as  pro- 
pped in  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  urged  that  f5,iNM)  wonld  be 
an  ample  sum  for  the  limitation. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  if  it  was  the  same  bill 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  so  often  before. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  it  was. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  aod 
it  was  atlopted. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  Mr. 
GRAHAM  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  whieb 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  be  would  vote  tot  the  btU,  be- 
cause the  public  service  had  been  enjoying  die  ad- 
vantages of  the  invention. 

Mr.  UNN  remarked,  thai  ten  yetit  sgo  d^MIl 


COSGU^SSIDNAL  OLOBfi. 


877 


hid  fused.  ik9  fiknatr,  after  htviDg^nndergone  the 
seriuiAjr  of  «,  eommiiife  of  docton.  of  which  he 
wu  QD&  Be  bore  icstimoBj  to  the  iovention  being 
•0  admireoiv  one,  and  to  its  haTiag  been  /ound  of 
tbejueate&t  service  to  the  aimj  and  navy. 

The  bill  was  thtn  passed— -jeas  30,  nays  9. 

The  bill  for  the  reUef  of  the  Sicckbridge  tribe 
of  ladiaAJit  it^  the  Territery  of  Wisconsim  was  taken 
op,  and  considered  as  in  cooun litre  i>f  the  whole, 
reported  to  th«  JSenaie,  ^nd  fijuiUy  pa&aed. 

Mr.  KyANS»  from  the  Comouiiee  on  Finance» 
reporttiid  back,  wiih  amendmenU,  the  bill  makiDg 
appropriation  for  theci?ilaBd  diplomatic  service 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1844. 

Mr.  E.  gaye  notice  thai  he  wonld  at  3  o'clock 
ask  the  Senate  to  i^e  up  the  above  bill  for  con- 
tideiatiwn;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  amendments 
were  ordered  to  he  pnnLed. 

Mr.  S.  said  two  bills  had  been  returned  from  the 
Hooae,  wiih  amendments.  He  moved  that  tbej 
be  uken  np.    The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  Senate  then,  took  ap  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriacion  for  thie  pa>m^t  of  naval  pensions, 
which  bad  beeii  retarded  with  a  disagreeing  vote  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  striking  oat  the  snm 
of  f  16.000  (qi  the  satisfacilcn  of  pensions  due 
andtr  the  navy  pension  law  of  1837,  which  had 
been  repealed  in  Aagu*t^  1841. 

Then,  on  motion  by  Mr.  £.,  the  Senate  receded 
from  iis  amendment 

The  biU  making  appropriation  fox  the  support  of 
the  naval  service  for  the  half*caleadar  year  end- 
ing in  Jane  30, 1843,  and  the  fiscal  year  endiog  in 
Jane  30,  1844,  liaving  been  returned  from  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments^  and  with  a  disa- 
greeing vote  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  on 
the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a  floatiDg  dock  at 
New  Tork^  was  taken  np  for  consideration.  The 
aaaendmeniB  of  the  House  were  concurred  in;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr  GRAHAM,  the  Senate  in- 
sisted on  its  amendment  on  the  subject  of  the  float- 
iacdock. 

Tnis  bill  was  subsequently  returued  to  the  Sen- 
ate-.-tbe  House  adhering  to  itfii  disagreement  to  the 
Senate's  amendment,  and  a>king  for  a  committee 
of  conference;  when, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  President  pre 
tan.  was  authorized  to  appoint  three  conferees 
UB  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  take  the  disagreeing 
votes  into  consideration. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Evahs  on  yes- 
terday, to  suspend  the  1 6ih  joint  rare,  for  the  pur- 
pose ot  permitting  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Di&triet 
bsaks;  and  the  bill  to  refund  to  Massachusetts  the 
balances  due  for  disbursements  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  and  several  private  bill9,  (to  be 
lent  to  the  other  House,)  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  ALLEN  objected  to  the  suspension  of  the 
rtile,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  bill  in  to  recharter 
Ike  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  be,  there- 
fore, called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  taken — yeas  32,  nays  15.  So  the  I6ih 
joint  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  :he  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back,  without  amendment,  the 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Sneed;  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM,  was  then  taken 
up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  being  con- 
sidered, was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  anally 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolutioo; 
whldi  lies  on  the  table  one  day»  under  the  rule, 

Ruoivtdf  That  tb«  PreaideDt  of  ihe  Unltad  StatM  b«  requeiu 
«d  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  the  next  seeuon  of  Con- 
fMia,  roch  InAvmatioB  as  he  may  be  able  to  procure  reepeciing 
ue  fM«te»  markaie  for  proviiioMaod  braoidiiaiB^  tbe  producu 
of  the  Upited  8uue»;  the  manner  in  which  aucK  mariete  are 
aflned  by  the  taritr  and  commerclat  re^ulatlona  of  difK^rent 
cowintoi;  iba  pvoapeeia  and  maanaof  axtendiog  each  marketa; 
aa^«M  improTomeoia  that  may  bo  reouired  iu  tha  prafMuradon 
•f  toch  products  tor  foreign  consumpuon. 


The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  re- 
tsaed  heigg  ilie  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
is  relatios  to  tbe  exemplification  of  the  leaoida  of 
hid  patenif,  and  other  etrideneea  of  title,  and 
uieadaiory  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reorgan- 
hsd«GaiiN«ll^40fioi*'— at  in  commiuaa  of 


the  wholet  on  an  amendment  of  tbe  Commiitee  on 
Public  Lan^s,  proposing  to  transfer  the  duties  now 
performed  by  the  se creiary  to  the  President,  in  sign- 
ing patents^  to  the  Recoidec  of  the  Land  Office. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  wished  the  first  two 
propositions  of  the  amendment  to  be  adopted- 
leaving  that  part  in  relation  to  the  secretary  to  the 
President  for  the  last  question. 

The  first  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  pre* 
amble  of  the  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  third 
section,  and  insert  the  suheiilnte^  repealing  tbe  act 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  secretary  to  the 
President. 

Mr.  WALKER  objected  to  the  joint  question  of 
striking  out  the  MCiion  and  repealing  a  law. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  to  disembarrass  the 
subject,  would  consent  to  make  two  questions  of 
the  amendment. 

This  not  being  in  order,  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was,  by  assent,  re- 
jectfd;  and  then 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  moved,  simply,  to  strike 
out  tbe  3d  section. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLEN  opposed  the  proposition  to  strike 
out  the  third  section,  and  pointed  out  the  peculiar 
circumstances  which  called  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  stated  the  views  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  upon  which  they  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  section  should  be 
stricken  out 

Mr.  ALLEN  replied,  shoving^  that  the  difiieul- 
ties  of  title  to  military  lands  on  one  side  of  the 
Scioto  river  prevent^  the  improvement  of  the 
country,  while,  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the 
titles  are  derived  from  patents  of  congressional 
lauds,  the  highest  state  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment prevails.  This  bill,  in  the  form  in  which  it 
came  from  the  House,  would  effect  the  greatest 
benefits. 

Tbe  subject-  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
SMITH  and  ALLEN;  when 

Mr.  EVANS  gave  noliae,  that  if  the  question  was 
to  leai  to  further  debate,  he  should  move  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

The  qnesiion  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
third  section,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
27,  nays  11. 

Mr.  SMITH  now  moved  to  insert  tbe  substitute 
of  (he  Committee  on  Public  Lantis.  He  proposed 
that  the  question  shoukl  be  taken  without  de- 
bate. 

The  proposition  was  to  dispense  with  the  office 
of  secretary  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
f  >r  signing  patents,  by  transferring  the  duties  to 
the  office  of  the  Recorder  of  Land  Patemp. 

Mr.  KING  thought  the  chairman  of  the  Com* 
mitlee  on  Public  Lands  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
tbe  amendment  already  made.  He  conceived  it 
would  be  far  more  reasonable  to  abolish  tbe  ofllce 
of  Reoorder  in  the  Land  Office,  than  that  of  secre*- 
tary  to  the  President.  He  suggested  that  the  pres* 
ent  state  of  things  be  left  to  continue  till  next  se^ 
sion,  and  then  let  an  examination  be  made  so  as  to 
ascertain  what  ofllce  can  be  best  dispensed  with.  He 
was  opposed  to  this  mode  of  legislatiag  against  an 
individual. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  this  was  not  a  propoaition  of 
the  Committee  on  PohUc  Lands  ak>ne,  but  bad 
come  from  the  House,  which  had  recommended  the 
provision  in  another  bill,  hut  it  had  been  stricken 
out;  and  his  object  was  to  put  it  in  this  blU,  to 
which  it  was  more  appropriate  He  thought  the 
mere  mechanical  duty  of  signing  patents  was  one 
of  labor  better  snited  to  a  laboring  man  than  to  a 
gcnilemaa  at  large;  for,  of  53,0(10  patents  sent  for 
signature  last  year,  9fi^000  only  were  signed;  and 
although  the  duties  were  not  performed,  nobody 
could  expect  that  the  President  would  remove  hia 
own  son  on  a  charge  of  neglect  of  duty. 

Mr.  MERRICK  opposed  this  proposition  at  the 
present  time,  and  entreated  his  friend  [Mr.  Smitb] 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  ealirri|r  opposed  to  the  prop- 
osition. He  stated  the  cirauasiancee  under  which 
Congress  had  come  to  the  deiermiaaUon  that  the 
should  have  a  nambar  of  his  awn  hoa8»> 


hold  to  sign  patents.  And  as  lothe  patents  not  be* 
ing  all  sigtied  during  the  last  jiear,  it  should  be  rec- 
ollected that  other  duties  were  o  be  performed;  for 
Congress  had  been  nearly  two  ^ear^  in  session. 

Messrs.  WALKER,  BBRRISN,  BUCHANAN, 
and  others,  declared  their  oppoiition  to  the  amendr 
ment, 

Tbe  question  was  then  takeB,and  the  substitute, 
was  rejected,  without  a  division- 

Tbe  bill  was  reported  to  the  Sinate,  the  amend* 
ments  made  in  committee  were  adopted,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pa^ed. 

Mr.  BORROW,  from  tbe  Conmittee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  back,  without  ammdmeni,  the  bill 
making  the  city  of  Lafayette,  in  louisiana,  a  port 
of  delivery. 

Mr,  EVANS,  from  the  Commitue  on  Finanecv 
reported  back,  without  amendment  the  joint  reso« 
luticn  in  relation  to  certain  propertr  purchased  fur 
the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Detioit. 

Mr.  WHITE  presented  a  petitim  from  ciiiaeas 
of  the  town  of  Franklin,  in  Indisna  prayisg  (or  a 
reduction  in  the  rates  of  poi»tage;  vhich  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Bsi  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  iheSenate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the  late  aurveying 
and  exploring  ex  perdition  was  lakei  op  as  in  com* 
roittee  of  the  whole,  considered,  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  engrcned  for  a  third 
reading. 

QBORaiA  RBSOLUnONa 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  presented  cirtain  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Gmrgia  on  tbe  19th 
of  December  last;  bat  which,  ia  consequence  of 
his  long  absence  from  Congress,  (resulting  from 
tbe  bad  state  of  bis  health,)  he  lad  not  received 
when  they  were  first  transmittd  to  him;  and 
which,  couf  eqoently,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
present  till  now.  It  would  be  seiu,  by  the  resolu- 
tions themselves,  that  he  was  iistrocted  by  his 
Legislature  to  lay  them  before  he  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

The  resolutions  were  then  rea4  being  the  same 
heretofore  published  through  the  newspapers,  eon- 
demnatory  of  the  political  course  of  the  Hon.  J. 
M.  BxaaraN,  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  certain  counter-reeo- 
lotioni,  passed  by  an  opposite  pcrtion  of  the  Legts> 
latnre,  and  other  persons. 

These  resolutions  were  also  read;  being  laudap 
tory  of  Mr.  BsaaiBN*s  political  coarse. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  spoke,  at  oDnsiderable  length, 
in  justification  of  the  general  principles  of  the  reso- 
luttons  he  had  presented. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  replied  at  eqtal  length. 

The  discussion  between  the  two  Senators  eon- 
tinned  for  some  time,  and  will  be  hereafter  pub- 
lished. 

The  motion  to  print,  although  not  formally 
made  on  the  presentation  of  the  resolutions,  was 
understood  to  be  the  pending  question. 

On  inquiry  by  the  CHAIR  as  to  that  under* 
standing^ 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  that  such  wae  his  pur* 
pose;  and  he  requested  that  it  wonld  be  eonsidered 
as  if  (hat  motion  had  accompanied  tbe  psstentatioii 
of  the  resolutions. 

On  the  question  of  printing, 

Mr.  LINN  called  for  the  yeas  and  naye;  wUdi 
were  ordered. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  reeulied^yfts  91, 
nays  94,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Metmra.  AIl«n,  Bagby,  Benton,  BaehAnan,  Oalhoan, 
Calhbert,  Fulton,  Beodenoc,  Kiiif ,  Linn,  McBuffle,  HtftolMrta, 
8emr,  Bmiih  of  Connecticut,  Siurfeoo,  Tepp«Q,  Walker,  Wil- 
cox, Williams,  Woodbury,  and  Wright— 21. 

NaYB— Meane.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batea,  Bayard,  Choate, 
ClaycoD,  Conrad,  Crafta,  Dayton,  ETana,  Oraham,  HuoUapoo, ' 
Kerr,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morahead.  Pheipe,  Porter,  BimoHme, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tttllmadge,  White,  and  Wood* 
bridge— 24. 

So  the  resolutions  were  not  ordered  to  be  printed. 
THE  TREATY  OP  WASHINGTON. 

The  House  bill  making  provision  foreairying 
oat  the  treaty  of  Washington,  lately  ouuie  with 
Great  Britain,  was  then  taken  up»  as  in  aemmittaa 
of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BBNTON  said  this  sahama  of  the  AlriaaA 
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f^aadron  became  w»rse  and  worse.  Every  step 
takes  in  it  is  a  new  tiaoder.  Commenced  in  viola- 
tion  of  the  Constitotpn,  as  he  belieycd — in  viola- 
tion of  the  policy  of  the  coaniry — contradicted  in 
its  essential  meaning  by  Sir  Robert  Peel — already 
pregnant  with  the  seids  of  war;— here,  in  addition 
to  all  this,  is  an  indedniie  appropriation  for  its  sup- 
port. Specific  appropriations  are  the  policy  of  enr 
Goyernmcnt— oneof  the  great  reforms  iniroduced 
by  Mr.  Jefferson  Before  Mr.  Jefferson's  time, 
appropriaiions  wire  made  in  mafs  for  different 
branches  of  servce;  and  the  administration  ap- 
plied, more  or  liss,  to  different  branches.  This 
was  a  source  of  dbnse,  which  the  change  of  parties 
in  1800  correctd.  Specific  appropriations  were 
then  introduced,  and  have  been  adhered  to  since, 
nntii  now,  wbei  a  great  departure  from  it  is  at- 
tempted. The  laval  appropriation  for  the  year  is 
large:  eight  milions  were  asked  by  the  Secretary. 
I  do  not  know  ecactly  how  much  has  been  granted. 

Mr.  WILXiIiMS  of  Maine  said  six  millions. 

Mr.  BENTCN.  Very  well.  Six  millions!  and 
out  of  this,  tb<  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  to  take 
what  he  please:  for  the  African  squadron.  To  this 
I  object.  I  wait  a  specific  sum  named,  according 
to  the  safe  praaice  and  laudable  reform  introduced 
by  Mr.  Jeffeisoi.  We  have  three  services  for  our 
navy — a  home  lervice  for  a  home  squadron;  an 
African  iquadroi  for  suppressing  the  slave-trade; 
and  the  proteetioi  cf  commerce  by  the  navy  gener* 
ally.  Here  are  'hree  different  services,  and  each 
should  have  its  iwn  appropriation — so  much  for 
the  home  squadrin,  so  much  for  the  African,  and 
80  much  for  the  nst  of  the  navy.  The  present  in- 
definite appropriation  violates  this  rale,  and  en- 
ables the  Secretiry  to  confound  expenditures,  and 
to  hide  the  real  expense  of  the  African  squadron. 
He  is  to  take  wlat  he  pleases  out  of  six  millions; 
and  there  is  no  way  to  ascertain  how  much  he 
takes.  In  fact,  b»  may  send  the  whole  navy  there, 
and  make  this  hisiness  of  negro  hunting  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  no^t  us  six  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum.  It  is  ai  extravagant  supposition  that  he 
will  do  so;  but  i<  will  be  bad  enough  if  he  takes 
any  large  part  of  I;  and,  with  a  policy  which  could 
originate  such  a  squadron,  there  is  no  knowing 
what  extravagance  will  ensue. 

Mr.  B.  was  m^re  and  more  opposed  to  this 
squadron.  He  coaidered  it  unconstitutional.  He 
believed  the  treaty-naking  power  had  no  right  to 
dispose  of  our  navy  by  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  na- 
tion; that  the  army  ind  the  navy  were  in  the  hands 
of  Congress — th^tvo  Houses  of  Congress — and 
could  not  be  taken  lui  of  their  hands  by  the  treaty- 
making  power.  U^n  the  principles  of  this  treaty, 
the  President  and  Senate,  and  any  foreign  nation, 
may  take  the  whole  navy  out  of  the  hands  of  Con- 
gress, and  bind  it  tor  any  number  of  years  to  any 
foreign  service;  and  even  for  objects  moral,  and  not 
political. 

Mr.  B.  was  against  the  policy  of  this  squadron. 
It  was  a  violation  of  the  established  policy  of  the 
Government.  No  entangling  alliances;  no  quitting 
onr  own,  to  stand  on  foreign  ground.  Such  were 
the  words  sf  Washington ^soch  the  obvious  inter- 
est of  the  country.  For  fiAy  years  we  had  refused 
these  alliances.  In  1834  President  Jackson  most 
formally  rejected  the  very  one  which  is  nou^  agreed 
to.  In  thai  year  the  British  minister  at  Washing- 
ton (Sir  Charles  Vaughan)  pressed  this  very  con- 
vention u|on  us.  President  Jackson  directed  Mr. 
Forsyth  to  refuse  it,  and  to  declare  *'that  the  dettr- 
minaHon  of  the  Qovemmmt  u>a$  definUwtlif  fornud^ 
not  to  tnlar  itito  any  eonoeiUion  on  the  tubjeel.^*  In 
1840  Mr.  Van  Buren  instantly  rejected  the  arrange- 
ment made  on  this  subject  by  a  British  and  an 
American  naval  ofllcer.  Until  1842,  under  all 
administrations,  the  policy  of  the  country  was 
inexorable — to  have  none  of  these  foreign 
connexions:  in  that  year  this  policy  was  departed 
from.  The  very  convention  was  made  which 
President  Jackson,  m  1834,  had  pointedly  refused; 
and  already  we  see  the  evils  of  such  a  departure 
from  a  wise  policy.  Besides  this  indefinite  appro- 
piiation  of  money,  we  have  dissension  about  the 
treaty  inelf.  The  British  Government  construes 
it  one  way:  we  construe  it  another;  and  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  message  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, evidently  eonstmes  it  both  ways;  and  then 


contemplates  a  contingency  in  which  he  may  see 
it  necessary  that  the  Government  shall  send  its 
whole  naval  force  to  Africa!  Very  much  like  war, 
this!  And  a  fine  commentary  on  the  peace  treaty! 
Its  very  authors  already  speaking  of  a  contingency 
which  may  arise  under  it,  and  which  may  send 
our  navy  to  Africa,  to  protect  onr  vessels  there 
from  British  visitation. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  were  other  ihings  in  the  bill  to 
which  he  should  not  object.  So  far  as  it  provided 
for  carrying  into  effect  ail  ihat  came  within  the 
scope  of  the  treaty -ma  kinis  power,  he  should  make 
no  objection,  much  as  he  disliked  the  treaty.  But 
this  provision  for  the  squadron  he  held  to  be  un- 
constitutional, and  a  gross  and  fatal  departure  from 
the  wise  and  old-established  policy  of  the  country. 
To  this  part  he  objected,  and  should  lake  all  proper 
occasions  to  manifest  his  opposition  to  it.  The 
session  was  now  expiring;  much  business  was 
pressing.  He  coo  Id  not  make  a  speech;  but  he 
could  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  placing  himself 
folly  and  unequivocally  before  the  country  as  ut- 
terly opposed  to  this  African  squadron — a  squad- 
ron which,  besides  entangling  us  in  a  foreign  alli- 
ance, involves  a  vast  expenditure  of  money,  and 
sends  the  tenth  pan  of  oaf  navy  to  Africa  at  a  time 
when  we  are  denying  appropriate  defence  to  the 
West — dismounting  our  dragoons  on  the  frontiers 
of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  retrenching  I2k 
per  cent,  from  the  pay  of  officers  whose  whole  pay 
is  now  barely  adequate  to  the  support  of  themselves 
and  families. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  an  amendment,  to  come 
in  at  the  end  of  the  6th  section,  to  the  effect  that 
the  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  squadron 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  shall  not  exceed  $240,000. 
Mr.  A.  said  that  this  amount  was  the  same  as  the 
estimates  of  the  department.  «< 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Bbnton}  had  acted  in  perfect  good  faith  with 
tbe  assurances  which  he  gave  on  yesterday — that 
he  would  consume  but  a  few  moments  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  bill.  That  was  the  reason  which 
induced  him  to  abstain  from  making  any  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  that  Senator>  except  as  to  one 
point-— that  this  bill  appropriated  an  amount  in 
gross,  subject  to  be  applied  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  He  (Mr.  A  )  contended  (hat  there  was 
no  violation  of  the  usual  practice  in  this  ease; 
the  appropriation  was  necessarily  subject  to  be  ap- 
plied according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 
As  to  striking  out  the  6'h  clause  of  the  bill,  he 
had  no  objection  to  it  whatever;  for  he  considered 
the  provision  contained  in  that  clause  to  be  wholly 
unnecessary.  There  was  no  specific  provision 
requisite,  in  order  to  give  to  the  Executive  the 
power  of  making  the  application  of  the  sum  ne- 
cessary to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  into 
effect. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  there  was  no  specific  ap- 
propriation, because  no  additional  expense  was 
added  to  the  existing  expenses  of  the  navy.  If  no 
treaty  had  been  made,  the  same  difficulty  would 
exist  with  regard  to  the  right  of  visitation.  The 
treaty  had  not  created  tbe  difficulty;  it  had  grown 
out  of  other  subjects;  and  if  a  war  should  here- 
after take  place,  in  consequence  of  the  British  in- 
sisting upon  the  right  of  visitation,  so  far  from  the 
treaty  being  responsible  for  producing  it,  we  would 
be,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  of  the  treaty, 
in  an  infinitely  better  position  than  before;  be- 
cause we  would  then  have  not  only  the  law  of  nations 
in  our  favor,  but  that  which  was  infinitely  stronger, 
and  which  could  not  fail  to  command  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  world — the  express  stipulations  of  a 
treaty.  He  believed  the  interpretation  put  upon  it 
by  the  President  was  the  true  interpretation.  He 
would  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  upon 
this  matter.  He  did  not  think  there  was  the 
slightest  necessity  for  the  amendment;  and  he  would, 
therefore,  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  be  thought  it  right  and  proper 
that  the  American  people  should  know  something 
about  the  additional  expense  which  would  be  en- 
tailed upon  this  Grovernment  by  the  treaty.  Under 
the  present  bill,  the  Executive  might  go  on  and 
appropriate  ten  millions  of  diollars.  It  was  for 
this  leason  be  was  desirous  of  fixing  upon  a  specific 
sum;  for,  unless  some  limit  were  given  to  the  ex- 


penditure in  this  way,  it  could  never  be  aaeertaiied 
how  much  expense  the  treaty  had  entailed  upoa 
the  Government.  He  asked  for  the  yeas  andnifi 
upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  if  the  gentleman  would  ider 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  be 
would  find  that  no  additional  expense  was  to  1m 
incurred;  a  change  of  destination  for  a  part  of  the 
gross  amount  tras  all  that  would  be  required. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  be  believed  it  was  not  custo- 
mary to  put  the  whole  number  of  the  vessels  eon- 
posing  the  American  navy  into  commfssio&it 
once,  during  a  time  of  peace. 

The  allegation  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  via, 
that  the  same  number  of  ships  wonld  be  employed 
without  the  treaty  as  with  it.  One  of  two  things 
must,  then,  be  the  case:  either  that  too  few  ships  hid 
heretofore  been  employed-^Mr.  EVANS.  That 
is  it] — or  else  that  a  greater  number  than  was  ne 
cessary  were  to  have  been  commissioned  without 
referenee  to  the  treaty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  the  object  of  tbe  Sea. 
ator  from  Ohio  now  taraed  out  to  be,  to  aseertain 
the  additional  expense  which  this  country  voold  be 
subjected  to,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty.  He 
submitted,  in  all  candor,  to  that  Senator,  whether 
there  would  be  any  additional  expense,  as  it  was 
requisite,  at  all  events,  to  have  a  large  force  upon 
the  coast  of  Africa;  and  whether  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  that  force  was  to  be  attributable  to  the 
existence  of  the  treaty.  And  he  wonld  suhmit  to 
the  Senator  a  still  stronger  question.  TheSeoa* 
tor  was  aware  of  the  existing  state  of  things  ia  thto 
country;  and  he  was  also  aware  that  Great  Btitain 
had  acquired  the  right  of  visitation  and  supervision 
partly  by  our  own  agency  and  example.  We 
bad,  ourselves,  induced  her  to  take  the  oonrse  she 
had.  We  were  the  first  to  condemn  the  Africin 
slave-trade;  and  yet  it  wau  well  known  that  aQ 
slavers  were  in  the  habit  of  making  frandvlent 
use  of  our  fiag.  He  submitted,  then,  whtther, 
upon  considerations  of  honor  and  duty,  we  were 
not  bound  to  send  vessels  to  that  coast,  to  prerent 
such  abuses;  and  whether  the  charge  incorred  for 
that  purpose  should  be  attributed  to  tbe  treaty. 

Mr.  ALLEN  observed  that,  if  the  Senator's aiga- 
ment  was  good,  there  was  no  occasion  for  ns  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  at  all;  and  its  only  effect 
would  be  to  place  ourselves  under  an  obligaiioD  to 
do  that  which  we  were  bound  to  do  before.  Bnt 
he  had  yet  to  learn  that  there  was  a  necessity  Ua 
keeping  one-tenth  of  our  fleet  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa.  He  would  undertake  to  say  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  reason  of  the  treaty  would 
more  than  quadruple  the  expense  which  withont 
it,  would  have  been  requisite  for  that  branch  of 
the  public  service.  He  was  opposed  to  that  article 
of  the  treaty  upon  higher  grounds.  Cheat  Britain 
possessed  the  greatest  maritime  power  of  any  na- 
tic'U  upon  earth;  she  had  twenty  guns  to  oir  one; 
she  was,  consequently,  by  this  arrangement,  dis- 
posing of  one-tenth  of  our  naval  force,  and,  to  that 
extent,  weakening  our  power.  Eighty  goas,  to  w, 
were  something;  to  her,  nothing.  This  was  a  very 
important  consideration,  independently  of  the 
enormous  increase  of  expense. 

Mr.  ARCHER  entreated  the  Senator  ftomSoith 
Carolina  not  to  persist  in  raising  a  general  debate 
upon  tbe  subject  of  the  treaty;  and  be  appealed— 
and  he  thought  his  appeal  would  not  bs  in  vaio» 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  whose  motion  had  given 
rise  to  this  discussion,-  to  forbear  protracting  the 
debate  at  this  time«  A  single  word  would  snifice  lo 
dismiss  the  whole  subject.  The  question  whether 
it  was  our  policy  to  have  a  certain  nimber  of  gaps 
upon  the  Afrcan  coast,  could  not  now  by  possihil' 
ity  arise — and  whyl  Because  we  were  boond  by 
treaty  stipulations.  Whether  expedient  or  not, 
we  were  bound  to  employ  that  particular  nomber 
for  the  next  five  years,  in  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade.  He  submitted  to  the  honorable  Sen* 
ator  from  Ohio,  whether  he  desired  to  be  instrv* 
mental — no  matter  whether  he  deemed  the  force  too 
great  or  not^n  involving  this  country  in  tbe  cem- 
missien  of  a  breach  of  public  faith?  That  honor- 
able Senator,  and  the  Senator  from  Hissoari, 
seemed  to  regard  the  sixth  clause  of  this  bill  as 
something  extraordinary.  And  be  confessed  that 
he  himself  regarded  it  aa  an  extraordiairy  propo* 
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ntion,  that  a  portion  of  tbe  navAl  force  of  the 
Qouitry  shoald  receive  itt  desiinatloB  from  Con- 
grsas,  CoDgress  might,  with  eqaal  propriety,  indi- 
cate what  force  should  be  sent  to  the  Pacific,  and 
what  to  the  Mediterranean.  Who  ever  heard  be- 
fore that  this  was  a  part  of  the  doty  of  Congrtasl 
Was  Congress  to  engross  everything— to  dictate 
everydiiDgl  No:  this  had  not  been  the  practice  of 
tbe  Goveminent  of  the  United  States.  It  was  a 
matter  which  ought  to  be  left  to  the  Execative— 
and  why?  Hie  reason  was  very  obvious:  beeanse 
at  one  part  of  the  year  a  greater  force  might  be 
raqaired  at  a  given  place,  than  at  another  part  of 
the  same  year. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  Senator  bad  admon- 
iflhedhim — 

(Mr.  ARCHER.  Not  admonish,  bnt  request.] 
-4ot  to  go  into  the  debate.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  the  admonition;  for  he  did  not  intend  even  to 
be  driven  into  a  general  discnssion.  He  had  one 
word,  however,  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  in 
jostiee  to  himself,  and  to  those  who  thought  with 
him  upon  this  subject;  and  it  was,  that  when  the 
Senator  propoaed  to  show  what  expense  should  be 
iaenrred,  he  ought  to  be  prepared  to  show  what 
force  was  necessary.  It  appeared  that  the  Sena- 
tor was  not  prepared;  and,  therefore,  there  would  be 
a  fallacy,  to  some  extent — and,  in  his  opinion,  to  a 
great  extent — if  the  particular  amount  specified  by 
the  Senator  should  be  fixed  upon. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  the  amendment  ought  not  to  pre- 
vail, because  it  is  uiterly  inconsistent  with  tbe  pro- 
vision that  eighty  guns  should  be  kept  afloat  on 
the  coast  of  Africa.  A  proviso  te  the  sixth  srction 
of  the  bill,  that  the  expense  of  the  African  squad- 
ron fihalt  not  exceed  |940,000,  would  amount  to 
a  prohibition  of  carrying  out  the  express  siipnla- 
tioD  of  the  treaty  in  that  particular.  One  of  the 
important  objections  made  by  tbe  Senator  from 
Missouri,  was  that,  by  force  of  treaty,  thisQovern- 
ment  undertakes  to  settle  how  the  public  armed 
force  shall  be  empl<^ed— a  power  which  the  Sena- 
tor denies  to  belong  to  the  treaty-making  power. 
But  the  sixth  seetion  of  this  bill  shows  that  this 
power  is  effeetually  checked  by  the  legislative  ae- 
tion  necessary  to  its  approval.  Mr.  R.  enlarged 
■pen  this  view,  and  proceeded  at  considerable 
length  to  review  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  eompaci  with  tbe  Briti8(i  Government  became 
tbe  best  and  only  policy  which  the  Qovemment  of 
tbe  United  States  could  adopt.  He  expressed  his 
firm  conviction  that  the  British  cruisers,  let  what 
wrill  be  said  in  or  oat  of  Parliament,  will  not,  pend- 
ing this  treaty,  attempt  to  interfere  with  American 
Teasels;  and  that  there  will  be  no  exercise  of  the 
right  of  visitation  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  heretofore 
aaeerted  by  Great  Britain.  He,  for  one,  denied— 
what  he  was  sorry  to  find  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  bad  been  betrayed  into  tbe  admission  of, 
in  his  message — that  Great  Britain  could  have  any 
right  of  visitation;  for  he  maintained  that  an  entry 
on  board  an  American  vessel,  even  under  the  cir- 
cumstances here  supposed — whether  under  the 
name  of  visit  or  search^wonld  be,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law  of  nations,  a  trespass,  intolvioga  legal 
responsibility  for  the  act  in  every  ease;  that  the 
meaaure  of  that  responsibility  might  be  mitigated 
and  extenuated,  according  to  circumstances;  bnt 
that  in  no  case  conld  a  right — far  less  a  ^'pprfect** 
right — be  recognised,  on  the  part  of  a  foreign 
cruiser,  to  enter  on  board  an  American  vessel  on 
tbe  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  to  ascertain  her 
nationality  or  character  by  an  examination  of  her 
papers,  Ac,  or  for  any  other  purpose;  that  the  deck 
of  an  American  vessel  should  be  held  as  inviolable 
as  tbe  precincts  of  the  national  territory;  that  a 
British  cndser,  suspecting  a  vessel  sailing  under 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  pirate  or 
slaTe-trader  of  some .  power  which  had  conce- 
ded the  right  of  search,  might,  upon  Jier  re- 
sponribiliiy,  enter  on  board  snch  vessel,  but  she 
would  do  so  at  her  peril;  and,  if  the  ves- 
sel turned  out  to  be  a  hona  JUe  American  ves- 
sel, an  act  will  have  been  committed,  drawing  af- 
ter it  all  tbe  legal  consequences  of  a  trespass, 
for  which  indemnity  and  redress,  correspond- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  would  be 
due.     The  position   which  he  sought  to  estab- 

he  thought  it  of  theh]gheftifflport- 
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ance  to  maintain,  both  in  regard  to  the  consistency 
aLd  integrity  of  the  maritime  code,  and  <or  ih^ 
practical  security  of  national  independence — is,  that 
there  is  no  right,  on  tbe  part  of  a  British  ciuiser, 
in  any  case,  to  enter  the  deck  of  an  American 
vessel  on  the  high  seas  in  time  of  peace;  and  that 
whatever  circumstances  of  suspicion,  real  or  im- 
aginary, *Teltor  feigned,"  may  lead  to  it,  as  soon  as 
tbe  vessel  thus  entered  and  detained  on  the  high- 
way of  nations  is  discovered  to  be  a  haMfid$  Amer- 
ican vessel,  a  legal  responsibility  for  the  act  as  a 
trespass  accrues.  If  ibis  responsibility  be  admitted, 
(as  it  would  seem  to  be  in  the  later  communications 
of  the  British  Government,)  the  very  admission 
nullifies  tbe  alleged  right,  and  reduces  it  to  a  solecism 
in  language.  He  hoped  and  believed  efifectnal 
steps  would  be  taken  between  this  Government  and 
Great  Britain  to  guard  against  any  inference  of  a 
conceded  right  of  visitation  to  be  drawn  from  tbe 
incautious  admission  in  the  President's  message. 

The  sixth  section  of  this  bill  was  particularly 
commended  to  him,  as  recognising  the  principle  that 
legislative  concurrence  was  indispensable  to  the 
treaty  midring  power,  by  giving  Congress  a  veto, 
through  the  exercise  of  its  right  of  middng  appro- 
priations, in  withholding  the  means  of  carrying  out 
a  treaty  improperly  made. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  it  was  his  purpose  to  move  a 
recess  as  soon  as  this  question  was  disposed  of. 
He  appealed  to  Senators  on  both  sides  to  abstain 
from  debate,  in  consideration  of  the  arrear  of 
business  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  RIVES  protested  against  the  lecture  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine.  He  bad  heretofore  abstained 
from  the  expression  of  bis  opinions,  and  did  hope 
that,  situated  as  be  had  been,  be  would  have  been 
allowed  half  an  hour  for  presenting  his  views. 

Mr.  ARCHER  renewed  his  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  particularly  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  to 
let  the  question  be  taken  on  the  pending  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  ALLEN  modified  hia  amendment,  by  ma- 
king the  sum  |381,000. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divis- 
ion. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  had  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Bivn,]  particularly  with  regard  to  the  denunciation 
of  the  British  claim  to  the  right  of  visitation.  He 
wished  to  know  of  the  ehairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  whether  that  portion  of  the 
President's  message  relating  to  the  right  of  visita- 
tion, as  regards  suspected  piracy,  is  correctly  given 
in  the  printed  copies  of  the  message;  and  if  so, 
what  was  the  exact  nnderstanding  of  the  princi- 
ple. 

Mr.  ARCHER  replied  that  he  understood  the 
law  of  nations  to  relate  to  piracy  proper— not  the 
piracy  of  the  slave-trade. 

Mr.  LINN  made  allusion  to  a  particular  in- 
stance of  supposed  piracy  in  the  slave-trade,  in 
which  an  acknowledged  outrage  had  been  commit^ 
ted  on  an  American  vessel.  And  with  regard  to 
the  harshness  of  language  indulged  in  by  Ameri* 
can  legislators  against  Great  Britain,  he  asked  did 
it  not  arise  out  of  the  fact  that  Great  Britaia  was 
always  tbe  aggressor  against  the  rights  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  tbe  language  of  resent- 
ment was  natural.  He  asked  what  reparation  had 
been  provided  for  the  outrages  on  American  ves- 
sels. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked  the  Senate  to  take  up  the 
bill  in  relation  to  the  steamboat  law.  He  proposed 
a  modification  of  tbe  Senators  amendment,  which 
wonld  reconcile  all  difilculties  between  the  two 
Houses. 

The  modification  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  take  a  recess  till  six 
o^ctock. 

Mr.  MERRICK  objected. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  asked  whether  experience  had 
not  satisfied  him  that,  af^er  dinner,  gentlemen 
would  be  more  disposed  to  make  long  speeches 
than  before  it. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  he  never  made  long 
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speeches  at  a  period  of  tbe  ses&ion  calling  for  ac« 
tion  rather  than  debate. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Evans,  and  the  Senate  took  a  recess  till  six 
o^lock. 

EVENING  SESSION— »  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  its  session. 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  Senate  that  a  joint 
resolution  had  just  been  presented  from  tbe  House, 
explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomaa 
King.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that  the 
joint  resolution  conld  not  be  received  without  a 
suspension,  by  the  House,  of  the  16th  joint  rule, 
which  prohibits  the  sending  from  either  House  to 
the  other  any  bill  or  resolution  originating  within 
the  last  three  days  of  tbe  session. 

Mr.  KING  said  it  wonld  be  necessary  to  return 
the  resolution  to  the  House. 

Mr.  SBVIERsaiditwasabill  merely  to  cor- 
rect an  error  in  the  phraseology  of  a  law,  which 
passed  this  sersion;  and  he  hoped,  by  nnanimons 
consent,  the  Senate  wonld  agree  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  KING  replied  that  the  Senate  could  not  re- 
ceive it  by  unanimous  consent.  The  rule  was  im- 
perative. It  made  no  difference  what  the  charac" 
ter  of  the  bill  was.  Though  the 'bill  was  unim- 
portant, the  principle  involved  was  the  same.  He 
moved  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  return  the  joint  resolution  to  tbe  House, 
accompanied  by  a  message,  expressing  ihe  opinion 
of  tbe  Senate  that  it  could  not  be  received  unless 
by  a  su»peni«ion,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  the 
joint  rule.    The  order  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  Senate  bill,  fixing  by  compntation  tbe  value, 
at  tbe  cusiom-hoase,  of  certain  German  and  other 
foreign  coins,  having  been  returned  from  the 
House  with  sundry  amendments,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr. 
EVANS,  those  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  joint  resolution  reducing  the  rates  of  post* 
age,  having  been  returned  from  the  House  with 
sundry  amendments,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion; when 

Mr.  MERRICK  said,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  he  took  that  opportunity  to  examine  the 
amendments  of  the  House;  and  it  was  his  opinion, 
upon  such  an  examination,  that  the  Seaate  could 
not,  with  propriety,  concur  in  them.  The  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate,  fixed  the  rate  to  the 
Federal  coin,  and  graduated  it  according  to  dis- 
tances throughout  the  Union;  but  the  amendments  of 
the  House  proposed  to  strike  out  these  provisions 
of  the  Senate  bill,  and  to  substitute  a  prorision 
regulating  the  postage  according  to  weight;  a  pro- 
vision which  he  believed  would  be  destructive  of 
the  revenues  of  the  department.  He  moved  that 
the  Senate  disagree   to  the  amendments   of  the 

House. 

Tbe  Senate  disagreed,  and  the  bill  was  returned. 

Mr.  LINN  submitted  the  following  resolution; 

which  lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

RewlvecL  That  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Preemont,  of  tbe 
Topographical  Engineers,  tie  printed,  for  the  nee  of  Uie  Baiiat*. 

and  the  map  and  drawings  enna?ed;  and  that tiwusand 

extra  copiee  be  printed;  and  that  the  work  be  done  under  tha 
reviiion  and  correction  of  theTopographlcal  Bureau,  and  each 
extra  copy  be  covered  with  etout  colored  paper;  and  thai  om 
hundred  copies  be  delivered  to  the  Topographical  Bureau,  for 
diatribuiioo. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  foHowiog  resoln- 
tion,  which  lies  over  one  day: 

Retolved,  That  there  be  printed,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Topographical  Bui  eau,  three  hundred  copiee  of  the  large  out- 
line map  of  Mr.  Nloolet'egeojnraphical  exploration  wert  of  the 
Miflsl»lppi  rirer;  and  afteen  nundred  copies  of  the  same  map, 
reduced  to  a  convenient  and  suitable  size,  with  the  topograph^ 
ical  details,  to  accompany  the  report,  or  descriptive  memoir,  or 
the  country  which  it  is  intondod  to  lllustiaia. 

Mr.  MBRRICK  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Sen- 

ate  would  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  execn- 

tive  business;  to  which    the  Senate   refused    to 

yield.  ^  _ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill 
from  the  House  to  authoriie  the  reissue  of  iieaaoiy 
notes,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  pending  being  the  following  amend* 
meat  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
viz: 

010. 3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  Mm  of  isoing 
the  treamify  ooiss  in  tlie  manMr  aaUMitted  by  the  itatt  flec- 
tion of  this  actfthePceiKteDt,  (ifjlnhMophiion,  it  shall  b* 
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th«  interetl  of  the  Unit«d  BiatM  fo  to  do,)  roaycftUM  any  of 
■aid  notea  now  ootttandiog  to  ba  redeamed  and  cancaUad  aa 
thaybMoma  due,  if  the  (Secretary  of  iha  I'raaauiy  cannot  ra- 
daam  ibam  out  of  the  funda  in  the  treasurr,  by  an  iaeua  of 
■tock  of  the  United  Btatea  for  the  amount  thue  redeemed,  in 
the  eame  fora>,fortha  eama  timei  and  under  the  earns  reatric- 
tkma,  limitationa,  and  provisional  aa  are  contained  in  an  act 
approved  April  fifteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty*two,  en- 
tiUeii  "iWn  aa  for  the  extension  of  the  ioan  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-one,  and  for  an  addition  of  five  milliona  of  dollare 
tirarato,  and  for  allowing  intereei  on  treasury  nntea  due,"  ex- 
oapi  that  no  coaimimions  shall  ba  allowed  or  paid  for  iha  nego- 
tiation of  such  businees. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  that  the  Senate  were  aware 
that  there  were  now  oatstandiog  somethiDg  like 
eleven  and  a  half  millions  of  treabary  notes.  Of 
that  amoant,  near  |4,000|000,  according  to  his  rec- 
ollection, weredne  on  presentment  at  the  depart- 
meat;  and  ihe  holders  might  at  any  moment  pre- 
sent ihem  and  demand  payment;  and  the  residue 
(about  f  7,000,000)  wonld  fail  dae  within  the  year. 
In  fact,  he  might  say  that  the  whole  f  11,000 .000 
were  payable  this  year.  There  was  nothing  which 
prevented  the  presentation  of  those  note^  to  the 
department  now,  bnt  the  resolution  of  last  session 
amhorizing  the  payment  of  interest  nntil  they  were 
redeemed.  It  was  obvious  that,  if  gentlemen 
would  look  at  the  state  of  the  treasury,  they  would 
ace  that  it  was  ntierly  impossible  to  redeem  this 
7Mr  any  part  of  the  outstanding  treasury  notes,  and, 
at  the  same  lime,  to  carry  on  the  operaiiens  of  the 
treastuy.  Near  |3,500,000  of  ihose  notes  were 
not  on  interest  atiei  they  become  due,  but  the 
rest  were.  Congress  did  not  provide  that  interest 
should  continue  antil  the  redemption  of  those 
three  and  a  half  millions.  The  object  to  be  effect- 
ad  by  the  amendment  was  to  place  those  treasury 
notes  now  tailing  due  on  the  same  foundation  as 
the  previous  issues — that  was,  that  as  long  as  they 
were  outstanding,  ihey  should  be  entitled  to  interest. 
The  very  moment  those  notes  cease  to  bear  inter- 
est, he  could  assure  gentlemen  they  would  be  re- 
tamed  upon  the  treasary.  The  object,  therefore, 
waa  to  continue  those  three  and  a  half  millions  on 
Che  same  footing  that  the  previous  issues  were. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  had  agreed  on  the  pro- 
priety of  the  amendment  pendicg;  so  that,  if  the 
Secretary  could  not  redeem  ^the  notes  as  they  fall 
due,  out  of  the  means  at  his  command,  during  the 
present  year,  he  coald  exercise  the  discretion 
whether  be  would  take  them  up,  or  fund  them 
nnder  the  limitations  ot  the  act  of  1843 — which 
limttatioaa  were  all  calculated  to  guard  the  treas- 
ury. The  committee  had  examined  thi£  matter  with 
as  much  deliberation  as  they  could;  and  they  be- 
lieved that  it  was  expedient  and  proper,  iubtead  of 
issuing  new  treasury  notes,  to  leave  the  discretion  to 
the  Secretary  either  to  fund  those  outstanding,  or 
not,  as  be  miftht  think  best  under  the  circum- 
stances. If  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  matter, 
they  could  not  expect  thxt  the  treasury  would  be 
able  to  redeem  111,000,000  of  not«*s  outstandii^, 
and  carry  on  its  operations,  out  of  the  means  for 
the  year.  The  true  question  was,  in  fact,  whether 
they  could  get  along  even  without  the  redemption 
of  any  of  the  notes.  It  was  as  much  as  they  could 
do  lo  meet  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  accruing  revenue.  Mr.  B  then 
went  on  to  show  what  would  be  the  receipts  for 
the  year.  The  passage  of  this  bill  would  not  in- 
crease the  pnblicdebt. 

There  was  no  mode  of  increasing  it,  unless  Con- 
gress authorized  it.  The  Senator  on  the  other 
aide,  [Mr.  MoDdppib.I  the  other  day,  without  look- 
ing at  this  matter,  told  the  Senate  that  the  public 
debt  waa  #30,000,000,  and  was  rapidly  going  up 
to  440,000,000;  and  that,  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  it  would  be  |40.000,000.  He  (Mr.  E.)  de- 
sired to  say  that  it  was  atterly  impossible  that 
th«re  conld  be  such  an  increase,  unless  the  Senate 
and  this  Congress  authorized  it.  Therefore,  he 
eon  Id  say  that  there  was  an  outstanding  debt  of 
125,000,000  only;  of  which  |11,000,000  were  treas- 
ury notea,  and  the  rest  the  loans  which  had  been 
anthorised  at  the  last  and  precediog  sessions  of 
Ooogieas.  Mr.  B.  went  on  still  farther  in  an  ar- 
gument, to  show  that  it  was  atterly  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Qovemment,  either  in  the  year  1843  or 
1844,  to  redeem  those  |l  1,000,000  of  treasury 
notes,  and  also  the  |5,000,000  loan,  which  wonld 
fall  dne  before  1845.  The  committee,  therefore, 
propoiBd  now  to  leatoie  the  34  miUiona  of  treaanry 


notes  to  the  former  loan,  of  which  it  was,  in  fact, 
a  part — that  amount  of  treasury  notes  having  been 
issued  in  lieu  of  the  loan. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  rematks,  which  were 
not  distiocrly  heard,  but  to  which 

Mr.  BVANS  replied,  showing  what  would  be 
the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
He  differed,  not  only  with  the  covjectoral  estimates 
of  the  department,  but  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  the  other  House. 
He  believed  that  the  revenue  from  customs  would 
be  (15,000,000;  and  he  would  not  be  surprised  if  it 
should  go  up  10 117»000,000,  instead  of  |13,000,000, 
as  supposed.  He  greatly  feared  that  tt^e  revenue 
would  be  loo  large — not  for  the  wants  of  the  treas- 
ury, bnt  for  the  good  of  the  country.  His  opinion 
was  founded  upon  the  fact,  that  there  was  a  super- 
abundance of  money  in  the  great  commercial  «m- 
porium  (New  York)  reeking  investment.  He 
feared  that  that  superabundance  would  had  to  im- 
proper speculation,  and  would  cause  to  be  brought 
into  the  country  more  goods  than  were  necessary 
for  proper  and  ordinary  consumption. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  understood  that  the  whole 
effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to  enable  the  Secretary, 
of  the  Treasury  to  fond  so  maeh  of  iheoutstand^ 
ing  treasury  notes  as  the  necessities  of  the  treasury 
might  require.  They  must  either  do  that,  or  cre- 
ate a  cause  for  assembhng  an  extra  sesslot^,  which 
be  believed  to  be  one  of  ihe  greatest  cnrset  that 
conld  befall  the  country.  He  preferred  the  alter- 
native of  conferring  power  to  fund  the  treasury 
notea. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  of  the  Senator  from  M^ne 
[Mr.  EvAHs]  whether,  if  they  funded  the  notes, 
there  weuid  be  any  limiiatioa  as  to  the  time— 
whether  they  would  be  redeemed  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  holder»  or  ibe  option  of  the  Gkivernment. 

Mr.  EVANS  »aid  they  wonld  be  funded  on  the 
same  conditions,  and  on  the  same  time,  as  waa  pro- 
vided for  in  the  loan  law. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  next  took  the  floor,  and  made 
an  elaborate  and  very  able  speech  (which  wiil4>e 
published  hereafter)  showing  the  absolute  necessi- 
ty of  makinc  some  provision  to  enable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the 
treasury  for  the  year.  He  showed  that,  with  all 
the  anticipated  means,  both  from  lands  and  cus- 
toms, it  wonld  be  utterly  impossible  to  redeem  any 
of  the  treasury  notes  now  falling  due.  The  only 
question  with  him,  then,  was,  whether  they  should 
go  on  and  aathorize  a  reissue  of  the  notes  falling 
due,  or  leave  the  discretionary  power  with  the  Sec- 
retary to  fund  so  much  of  the  notes  as  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  wheels  of  the  treasury  in  opera- 
tion. He  was  opposed  to  the  re-issue,  for  two  rea- 
sons: one  was,  that  it  was  not  so  economical  as 
funding  the  notes;  and  the  other  was,  that  it  gave 
too  much  countenance  to  the  idea  of  a  Gh)vem- 
menl  paper  circulation.  He  could  only  justify  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes  as  a  means  of  anticipating 
(he  revenue,  to  meet  the  pressing  demands  on  the 
treasury.  He  much  prefeired  a  loan  to  a  resort 
to  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  revenue 
anticipated  for  the  year,  according  to  the  Secretary's 
own  showiog,  would  be  totally  inadequate  to  sup- 
ply the  treasury,  and  to  prevent  a  new  accumula- 
tion of  debt.  He  believed  that  the  income  had 
been  overrated.  Mr.  W.  then  went  on  to  show  to 
what  extent  the  debt  bad  accumulated  under  the 
Whig  administration  of  the  Government.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  before  he  retired  from 
the  Senate,  which  set  forth  the  declaration,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  within 
the  year  the  means  for  carrying  on  ibe  Government 
for  the  year;  and  maintained  ihai  the  present  ma- 
jority of  Congre.«s,  instead  of  complying  with  that 
declaration  of  duty,  had  widely  departed  from  it; 
that  they  had  permitted  the  debt  to  go  on  aocnmn- 
lating  from  year  to  year,  by  millions.  He  saw  no 
mode  of  providing  within  the  year  the  means  to 
carry  on  the  Government  during  ihe  year,  except 
by  haying  a  proper  revenue  tariff,  and  by  resorling 
10  the  wise  system  of  legislation  (which  the  present 
party  in  power  should  have  resorted  to)  of  bring- 
ing  down  the  expenses  of  Government  to  the  in- 
come of  the  Govemnent. 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  the  Senator  i'f^ 
to  be  exceedingly  indignant  wfih  soibethiiig.  1(rhi» 
was  ii?    The  amendment,  or  the  bfllT 

Mr.  WOODBDRV  observed  that,  so  ft;  f^ 
that,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  EVAlf S  asked  whal^  then,  was  the  8^at^ 

doing  but  scolding  him,  (Mx.  E.,)  or  tonebodfL 
for  introducing  an  amendment  which  he  isgoiii|  j! 
vote  foil  He  (Mr.  E.)  was  really  afhaae^to  fee) 
himself  called  upon  to  explain  for  the  fourth « 
fifth  time,  in  vain,  the  extent  of  the  debt,  tl|a  ^ 
males  of  the  revanne,  aad  the  fact  that  theu^pv 
uty  notes  to  be  w/tt  are  only  re-issnes  of  the  ?ei|" 
treasuiy  notes  which  the  Senator  biawelf  eiilier> 
originated  or  sanctioned. 

The  Senator  says  be  agrees  with  him  (Mr.  %) 
on  all  the  essential  points  of  the  bill.  Why,  thtij; 
consume  time  in  debaiel  The  Gfenaior  wid^ 
see  and  examine  a  mass  of  figures,  and  to  mi^ 
calculations;  but  to  what  purpose?  Now,  if  it  v^ 
to  prove  there  would  be  only  seven  millioDs  of 
revenue  for  the  year,  be  (Mr.  B.)  weuld  mike  i 
prediction  the  reverse  of  the  Senator^««-he  woald 
say  that  the  revenue  of  the  year  would  be f  15,000,'. 
000;  he  would  go  further,  be  would  say  f  17,000,000^ 
Th^  imports  of  February  are  coming  up— ihos^  of 
March  will  be  more.  If  gentlemen  want  to  make  the 
revenue  fail,  they  have  only  to  keep  makioi  d^eS 
predictions,  and  promising  that  they  will  repeal  the 
tariff  bill,  and  every  other  measure  of  this  Cop* 
greas,  on  the  first  day  of  next  session.  If  they  sqe- 
ceed  in  persuading  importers  that  they  wiH  briar 
down  duties  by  the  Ist  of  January  next,  these  in-' 
porters  will  hold  off  from  ordering  importation^ 
and  the  gentlemen  ci^  succeed  in  breakiog  dovii 
the  treasury,  and  thereby  verify  their  prediciioai. 
Let  this  tariff  stand  but  two  years,  and  it  win  be 
proved  that  the  revenue  can  effectually  any  oa 
the  Government. 

The  Government  complaint  of  this  moneatU, 
the  embarrassment  occasioned  by  cash  duties. 

Money  is  exceedingly  plenty.  The  baabii 
New  York  have  nine  millions  of  specie  ia  ibdi 
vaults;  they  cannot  lend  it  out  safely  at  evea  5  ptt 
cent.  It  is  now  going  into  the  eemffleroe  of  the 
country.  The  danger  is,  that,  for  the  last  quartoi 
of  this  year,  the  imports  will  be  too  large— ootfor 
the  treasury,  but  for  the  intereais  of  the  eooatry. 
He  verily  believed  the  whole  revenue  of  the  year 
would  exceed  (15,000,0(^0.  He  knew  then  wen 
counteracting  causes;  a  rednetion  oa  tiie  pride  of 
the  great  staple,  cotton,  for  instance.  Bat  he  ex* 
pected  the  price  would  revive. 

Large  importations  of  specie  had  been  eomiig 
in  during  the  last  year.  This  cannot  coniiase 
lone;  go^s  must  come  in  instead  of  specie. 

The  opinion  of  the  best  informed  merebints  m 
Boston  and  New  York  is,  that  the  iaiports  of  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  will  be  such  as  to  give 
115,000,000  of  revenue  for  the  year. 

The  Senator  thought  he  discovered  some  woat 
of  information  or  concealment  in  ihe  esiiniates  of 
the  revenue.  He  referred  to  reporls  froB  the 
Treasury  Department,  wherein  a  diffejwicei»jl» 
estimates  appeared.  This  arose  out  of  goods  bting 
stored,  which  diJ  not  pay  duties  oo  the  anlval, 
but  did  in  sixty  days.  On  this  account,  tbeesu- 
mate,  in  one  of  those  instances,  embraced  the  re* 
ceipts  of  revenue,  including  half  a  million  from  a 
former  quarter ;  and  "  accruing  revenue'*  mtani 
the  revenue  of  the  quarter  on  the  importationi  of 

the  quarter. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  wonld  make  a  short  eipla- 
naiion,  not  intending  to  make  a  speech,  or  to  scold 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  as  he  .supposed.  As  to 
the  Senator*s  allusion  to  his  administraiioa  of  tbs 
treasury:  was  it  not  the  fact,  that  all  the  traasory 
notes  outstanding  when  he  left  the  treasary 
amounted  only  to  |5,500,0007 

Mr.  EVANS.  Did  not  the  Senator  recommead 
and  assent  to  the  issue  of  five  nnd  a  half  millkmi 

Mr.  WOODBURY  replied  that  he  had  ass«red 
to  the  issue  of  five  and  a  half  millions  of  aev 
treasury  notes,  to  take  up  the  old  ones. 

Mr.  EVANS.  No,  sir;  no.  Five  and  a  half 
millions  of  a  new  issue,  to  supply  the  treasary. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  assured  the  Senator  ht  wis 
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OListakai.   Mr.  W.  thea  explained  ibe  matter  at 

'^r.  BnCHANAN  begged  that  the  qiaestion 

J  Aid  be  tllofred  to  t>e  taken.  The  Senator  from 
11^  Carolina  had  said,  before  the  reoe^,  that 
!re  WIS  danger  of  genUemenl>eiDg  more  elcooent 
[er  dinner  than  before  it.  Ht  (Mr.  B.)  b^- 
T^d  bli  prediction  was  about  to  be  verified.  His 
frteo^  from  New  Hampshire  and  his  friend  from 
Maine  had  enlightened  (be  Senate  with  disqaisi- 
)foo8  pa  \MtiSf  revenue,  treasury  notes,  and  oiher 
tltinga^  while  no  qneation  was  pending;  for  all 
ed  10  7010  for  the  amendment.  Now,  with  the 
}$fj  eaJfodar  jret  to  be  disposed  of,  and  the  long 
of  nominaiions  to  be  considered  in  execotife 
iop,  be  aslctdy  was  it  proper  to  be  disposing  of 
last  few  hoara  of  the  session  in  useless  difqnisi- 
i1  He  went  for  action — action — action! 
^x.  CALHOt7£9  made  some  remarlo,  eoncor- 
jin^  in  the  views  expressed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Cpomittee  on  Finance,  that  ^he  Tevennes  wonld 
^,  in  all  probability*  largely  increased  before  the 
^  of  the  year-  He  ^roonded  his  belief  on  the 
Itt^QQQt  of  exports,  which,  he  as.«amed,  would  be 
^boQt  one  hundred  millions,  which  would  be  re- 
turned in  the  form  of  goods  dutiable;  though  it 
tas  possible  a  portion  might  bo  re  turned  in  the 
fpim  of  State  stocks,  or  besmn^gled  in;  in  which 
liner  cases,  the  revenoes  would  be  lessened  to  the 
extent  of  the  returns  in  that  form. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill 
wu  reported  '  back  to  the  Senate, .  where  the 
ineodment  was  concurred  in. .  The  bill  was  then 
rttd  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROFRIA- 

TION  BILL. 

Mr.  BTAN8  moved  to  uke  up  the  House  bill 
Nq.  804,  **making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  ezpeases  of  the  Government  for  the 
fiseal  jRaar  ending  the  30tb  day  of  Jone,  1844.'* 

The  bill  wae  then  taken  up  for  consideration  as 
io  sommittee  of  the  whole,  and  the  amendments 
iwommeaded  by  the  Gommittee  on  Finance  were 
nad. 

The  finl  amendment  was: 

*AnA  tb»  Mdployneiit  of  alt  th*  psnovi  for  whloh  appro, 
^uiona  aia  hareinljaforB  made  iosaid  departmont,  are  herebj 

illsed  and  aathorixad  in  the  same  manner  aa  elmllar  em- 
into  were  legalised  tn  ihe  other  Ezeeeiiva  departmenta 

the  act  of  A«t«Mt26k  1812." 

After  said  amendment,  to  insert: 

*t^delHnr  iha  etpeneee  of  dfetilbatiM  the  remafailng  aum* 
teioT  the  OoMne  and  Buuietice,  aieeorcUfig  to  a  reeoluiion  of 
Ccnm  •2,600." 

The  fint  braneh  of  the  amendment  was  adopted, 
ai  VM  also  the  seeond. 

fhe  next  amendment  waa  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
Tiio»  page  3,  and  insert: 

Tbr  ■zpanoev  of  prfaithig  29,000  copiea  of  the  Compendlam 
of  the  Sixth  Censtte,  hereconre  required  by  law  to  be  printed 
loder  the  direction  of  the  Becreiary  of  State,  a  eom  not  ex- 
eeiong  f  43,579  60:  Providedf  however^  lliat,  before  the 
MUecpouDtiapaldfitehall  be  the  daty  of  the  Bacreiary  of 
Bute,  or  other  proper  accounting  ofltcer,  to  aacertam.  from  one 
t|r  mure  dleiDtereited  practical  printera  what  would  be  con- 
Mfcied  a  ftdr  and  Joet  oompeneatlon  for  corapoeitlon,  preie 
tWkiaQd  papar;  and  thai  eo  mucbiand  no  more,  be  allowed." 

Mr.  WOODBURY  hoped  the  chairman  of  the 
RMaee  Gonnittee  woald  explain  that  amend- 

Mr.SVAN^  remarked  that  the  Census  proper 
wu  printed  by  Blair  ft  Rives.  By  an  act  of  1841, 
fte  fleeretaty  of  State  was  anthoriaed  to  cause  a 
Compendlam  of  the  Censor  to  be  priaied-— that  is, 
a  digest;  of  which  90,000  copies  were  ordered. 
The  Secretary  of  State  directed  Mr.  Allen  to  print 
this  Compendium.  He  did  so.  The  nnmber  of 
volaoKs  ordered  has  been  received  and  distribnted. 
The  Honse  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Allen — not  the 
lamnni  contracted  for,  but  the  amount  of  ez- 
pMises— reaving  nothing  for  profit.  The  House 
veot  on  the  supposition  that  ihere  was  no  authority 
ef  law  by  which  the  Secretary  of  State  could  order 
the  printing  when  the  order  was  made.  There  wa*i 
a  question  as  to  the  printing  of  10,000  copies  of  the 
Compeadinm  by  Blair  ft  Eives;  ihe  clerk  of  the 
^tpartment  affirming  that  there  was  authority, 
and  thf  Secretary  of  State  denving'  It.  But  the 
taatter  at  issue  now  was  this:  the  Committee  on 
ftnmtea  tlewed  the  award  of  the  Roose  as  barely 
0Wfer  the  expenses  and  felt  satlsfltod  that  award 


was  wrong,  and  that  it  should  have  been  in  favor 
of  the  usual  rate  always  allowed  for  such  printing. 
The  printing  of  the  Census  proper  was  (as  said  be- 
fore) done  by  Blair  ft  Rives,  under  the  authority  of 
the  former  Secretary  of  Stale,  (Mr.  Forsyth;)  and 
die  Compendium  was  printed  by  Mr.  Allen,  under 
the  anihority  of  the  succeeding  Secretary  of  State, 
and  aecording  to  the  law  ot  1841.  Congress  ap- 
pffopriaied  apwards  of  f  IS  1,000  to  pi^  (or  the 
printing  of  the  Oenaos  proper. 

The  printing  of  Ihe  Compendium  was  going  on 
at  the  same  lime.  The  Honse  thought  there  was 
no  law  amhoriiing  ihe  order  for  printing  the  Com- 
pendium; but  they  did  not  go  back  to  see  whether 
there  had  been  any  more  law  for  ordering  the  print- 
ing o(  the  Census  proper.  For  both,  there  was  the 
same  authority — that  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale. 

Now,  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  acinal  expense 
of  printing  ihe  Compendinm — the  sum  actually 
0«t  of  pocket— -was  not  less  tbsn  |25,000.  Good 
faith  required  that  the  full  price  of  the  contract 
should  be  paid.  Before  the  law  of  1841  was  passed, 
Blair  ft  Rives  also  commenced  printing  the  Com- 
pendinm, on  the  authority  of  ihe  clerk  of  the  de- 
partment, who  raid  the  Secretary  had  aaihorized 
him  to  make  the  order.  Bni  this  the  Secretary 
denied}  and,  when  the  law  of  1841  was  passed,  he 
notified  Biair  ft  Rives  not  to  proceed  with  the 
printing.  Notwithstanding  this  notification,  they 
proceeded  wiiby  and  printed,  their  10,000  copies. 
Now,  he  was  not  willing  to  pay  ihem  on  the  ground 
of  coniraci;  but  he  woold  agree,  at  any  moment,  to 
pay  them  a  fair  compensation,  and  take  the  work 
ofif  their  hands.  This  the^  were  not  willing  to  ac- 
cept; and,  therefore,  they  were  left  ovt.  And  an- 
other reason  he  had  for  letting  Blair  ft  Rives  lie 
over,  was,  that,  if  the  gentlemen  opposite  were  to 
be  in  the  plenitude  of  the  power  they  anticipated 
next  year,  they  could  pay  Blair  ft  Rives  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  showed  that,  at  the  time 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator,  the  work  was  consider- 
ably in  advance  by  Blair  ft  Rives,  on  the  authority 
of  Ihe  clerk  of  the  department,  resting  upon  the 
assnranoe  of  bieing  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Now,  the  committee  of  the  Honse  had  in- 
vestigated the  matter  ihorooghly,  and  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  both  Blair  ft  Rives  and  Allen 
should  be  paid  their  full  expenses.  The  bill  should 
either  be  suffered  to  stand  as  it  is,  or,  if  one  of  the 
printers'  is  advanced  in  price,  so  ought  the  other. 

Mr.  BERRIRN  asked  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  if  he  denied  the  authority  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  as  to  making  the  contrsci;  that  the 
contract  was  entered  into{  and  if  it  was,  that  it  was 
fulfilledl 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  would  read  a  part  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  other  Honse. 

Mr.  BYANS  made  a  question  of  order,  on 
reading  a  doenment  of  the  other  House  aa  anthority 
in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  meant  to  read  it  as 
pan  of  his  speech. 

The  CHAIR  thought  it  was  in  order  to  read  snch 
matter  as  part  of  a  speech. 

Mr.  EVANS  withdrew  his  question  of  order. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  read  the  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Committee  in  the  House.  He  then 
demanded  the  same  justice  for  Messrs.  Blair  ft 
Rives,  which  was  intended  for  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  made  an  inquiry,  which 
Mr.  EVANS  answered. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  then  stated  his  impression 
of  the  state  of  the  case. 

Mr.  EVANS  and  Mr.  HENDERSON  discuss- 
ed the  question  at  issue  between  them  for  Sonne 
time.  It  was  in  relation  to  the  reduction  of  90 
per  cent,  on  the  public  printing  of  Congress;  and 
whether  it  affected  this  contract  or  not. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

The  next  amendment,  being  merely  verbal,  waa 
adopted;  as  also  the  succeeding  amendment. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  correct  several  ver- 
bal errors.    It  was  adopted. 

The  last  amendment  was:  «To  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  taking  care  of  and  preserving  the  botan- 
ical and  horticnltural  specimens  brought  home  by    . 
the  squadron  of  the  exploring  expedition,  under  the  || 


direction  and  control  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Library,  #1,200. 

It  was  adopted. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
having  bf  en  all  gone  through, 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  (on  ihe  recommendation  Of 
the  Library  Committee)  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting |5,000  for  removing  ihe  statue  of  Wasbina^ 
ton  from  ihe  rotundo  in  the  Cspitol,  to  the  east  sicm 
of  the  Capitol  grounds,  with  a  view  of  placing  it 
on  a  pedesmf,  under  ehelier,  and  in  a  proper  poai- 
tion. 

Mr.  RINGI  adverted  to  the  several  propositions 
at  first  made  for  placing  the  statue  in  the  rotundo, 
and  also  his  original  proposition  to  place  It  in  the 
public  grounds.  He  had  at  first  objected  to  its 
being  placed  in  the  rotundo,  having  foreseen  that  It 
would  not  answer. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  Mr.  Qreenongh 
was  here;  and  probably  a  belter  time  never  would 
arrive  for  making  this  necessarr  removal  The 
sum  was  small,  and  he  hoped  the  amendment 
wonld  be  adopted. 

Mr.  RING  asked  where  it  was  to  be  placed. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied,  just  where  the  Senator 
himself  had  first  recommended. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  a  sitting  statue  never  could 
be  placed  in  any  light  to  show  better  than  where 
it  was.    He  should  vote  sfssinst  the  removal. 

The  amF  nd  men  t  was  adopted. 

Mr.  EVANS  next  proposed  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating f25,000  for  tho  improvement  of  the 
Hudson  river,  and  advocated  its  necessity  and  pro- 
priety at  some  length.  He  had  resisted  100  amend- 
ments wi  h  which  he  had  been  importuned;  but 
Ibis  was  one  so  important,  that  he  could  not  avoid 
offering  it. 

Mr.  KINQ  said,  if  the  Senator  insisted  on  this 
amendment,  and  it  should  be  passed,  he  would  be 
importuned — and  with  ereat  jastice-^by  Senators 
from  all  quarters  ot  the  Union,  for  local  appropria- 
tions of  similar  character.  Why  should  ibis  be 
put  in,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  claims?  He  wonld 
not  vole  for  one  cent  to  be  applied  to  internal  im- 
provement until  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee should  satisfy  him  that  the  Government 
could  be  carried  on,  and  have  a  surplus  in  the 
treasury,  without  a  resott  to  borrow  money.  Why 
was  not  this  amendment  presented  to  the  Flnanoe 
Committee,  so  thai  it  could  be  invesligaiedl 

Mr.  EVANS  maintained  his  right  as  an  indivl^ 
ual  Senator  to  offer  an  amendment.  He  said  be 
had  refused  100  amendments  pressed  upon  him 
as  chairman  ot  the  Finance  Committee;  and  would 
resist  them,  come  np  when  or  how  ihey  mig^. 
This  amendment  he  offered  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, not  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  KING,  acting  upon  the  principle  which  he 
wished  to  see  carried  out  by  others,  bad  refrained 
from  asking  appropriations  for  his  ewn  State,  more 
necessary  for  general  navigation  than  this;  and  he 
wonld  oppose  everything  of  the  kind,  till  the  treas- 
ury was  in  a  condition  to  justify  snch  appropria- 
tions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE insisted  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  act  of  the  General  Government  on  a  former 
occasion,  certain  improvements  of  the  Hudson 
river  were  commenced;  but  ibey  bad  been  sus- 
pended, three  years  ago.  The  resslt  war,  that  a 
bar  was  forming,  which  would  destroy  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  river,  unless  thiv  $35^000  was  granted, 
to  remove  it.  The  appropriation  was  justifiable, 
on  the  ground  of  reparation  of  an  evil  created  by 
the  General  Government. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  felt  himself  in  the  same  condi- 
tion aa  the  Senator  from  Alabama:  he  had  much 
to  ask  for  in  favor  of  his  own  State,  but  refrainedt 
on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury.  He 
was  therefore  obliged  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  quesfion  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  resulted  in  the  negative-^ayes  15,  noes  19. 

Mr.  EVANS  next  moved  an  amendment,  ap- 
propriating |1,350— |I,300  of  it  for  the  salary 
fixed  by  law  for  the  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  and  |50  arrear  due  on  laat 
yearns  salary. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  by  direetion  of  ihe  Coat* 
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aiiUee  en  Commerce,  moved  an  amendment,  ap- 
propriatiDg  |1,000  for  payiog  an  agent  for  having 
the  mail  carried  across  the  Isthmas  of  Panama. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  an  amendment,  to  ap- 
propriate |15,000  for  purchasing  a  new  site,  and 
eommeDcing  a  bnilding  for  a  custnm-house  at  Wil- 
mington, Nortti  Carolina,  (in  addition  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  present  site,)  provided  the  whole  cost  shall 
not  exceed  |40,000. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TALLMADQE  moved  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  special  Post  Office  agents  from  |I,000, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  to  (1,500;  which  would  be 
(100  less  than  their  former  salaries. 

Mr.  SEYIER  asked  how  many  special  agents 
there  were? 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  was  about  to  make  the 
same  inquiry. 

Mr.  TALLMADGB  said  the  number  was,  he 
believed,  seven  or  eight. 

Mr.  EVANS  remarked  that  there  were  ten  spe- 
cial af^ents.  He  explained  their  duty.  The  pres- 
ent Postmaster  General,  on  coming  into  cflce, 
found  there  were  a  certain  number  of  these  agents 
at  |1,600  a  year  each;  and  he  made  a  change,  rais- 
ing the  number  to  ten,  and  reducing  the  salaries  to 
|1,300  each.  Subsequently,  finding  he  could  not 
have  suitable  persons  to  do  the  duty  at  that  rate,  he 
raised  the  salaries  to  |1,500. 

Mr.  MERRICK  hoped  the  amendment  would 
prevail.  This  was  a  valuable  class  of  officers, 
and  they  should  be  paid  a  suitable  salary.  It  was 
impossible  to  expect  proper  persons  to  take  the  of- 
fice at  |1,000  salary. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting |800  to  reimburse  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Philadelphia  for  expenses  incurred  in  keeping 
up  a  light  at  Cape  Henlopen. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BAYARD  also  moved  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating |30,000  for  Babbitt's  anti  attrition 
metal,  purchased  under  contract,  bv  the  Secretary 
of  War.  He  stated  that  on  the  29th  of  August 
last,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  this  contract.  This 
anti-attrition  metal  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in- 
ventions of  modern  times.  It  saves  at  least  one« 
half  of  the  oil  commonly  used  by  steam-engines. 
If  all  the  steam-engines  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment be  taken  into  account,  it  will  be  I'ound  that 
the  saving  will  be  immense.  It  amounts  to  at  least 
|1  per  day  for  each  engine — making  |300  a  year, 
and  probably  |6,000  on  all  the  engines  employed 
by  the  Government. 

Mr.  CHOATE  made  a  short  explanation  as  to 
the  appropriation  not  having  been  brought  forward 
sooner. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  asked,  was  it  proper  thus 
to  ratify  a  contract  by  an  appropriation?  What 
committee  of  the  Senate  had  considered  and  report- 
ed 00  the  subject? 

Mr.  BAYARD  read  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  it.  The  article  was  now  in 
use  for  all  the  steam-engines  employed  by  the 
United  States  Government.  Its  value  was  fully 
tested  by  the  new  and  beautiful  vessel,  the  Union, 
and  that  trial  was  decisive  that  the  invention  would 
be  an  immense  saving  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  EVANS  thought  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  make  the  appropriation  next  session. 

Mr.  CHOATE  made  some  further  explanation, 
as  to  ihe  recommendation  made  last  session  to 
give  authority  to  the  Secretary  of  War  fur  adjust- 
ing and  ratifying  the  contract. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
EVANS,  CHOATE,  dkc. 

The  amendment,  however,  was  rejected — ayes 
17,  noes  19- 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  an  amendment,  restoring 
to  the  same  rate  as  formerly  the  pay  of  the  watch- 
men of  the  War  Department,  by  striking  out  the 
bulk  sum  of  |710,  and  inserting  |1,270. 

Mr.  EVANS  understood  the  proposition  to  be, 
to  increase  the  pay  of  the  watchmen  of  the  War 
Department  to  what  it  was  formerly.  The  sub- 
ject was  fully  investigated  last  session,  and  the  pay 
of  the  watchmen  of  all  the  departments  was  equal- 


ized. He  was  averse  to  this  distinction,  as  well 
as  to  any  departure  from  the  established  rate 
agreed  upon  last  session.  He  did  not  think  this 
the  lime  or  mode  of  efifecting  the  object.  He  was 
«  in  favor  of  better  pay  for  the  subordinate  officers 
in  the  public  service;  but  let  it  be  done  in  a  proper 
way,  and  at  a  proper  time. 

Mr.  SEVIER  uiged  the  claims  of  these  watch- 
men»  and  decried  the  paltry  economy  of  cutting 
down  the  wages  of  these  poor  men. 

The  amendment  was  rejected— ayes  15,  noes 
18. 

Mr.  DAYTON  proposed  an  amendment  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, in  relation  to  the  furnaces  in  the  Treasury 
bnilding. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  KERR  proposed  an  amendment  appropri- 
ating |6,000  for  Johnson's  patent  iron  window- 
shutters  for  the  basement  story  of  the  Treasury 
buiidiog.  He  read  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  explaining  the  advantages  and  neces- 
sity of  applying  this  invention  to  the  Treasury 
building. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  what  was  the  use  of  these 
iron  shutters?  In  regard  to  fire,  the  Treasury 
building  is  well  protected  by  watchmen;  and  in 
regard  to  thieves,  what,  in  the  name  of  heaven, 
would  they  have  to  find  in  the  treasury  under  its 
present  condition?  If  thieves  get  into  it,  they 
will  find  all  their  labor  lost.  It  will  be  time 
enough  to  get  this  fanciful  protection  when  it  can 
be  of  any  use.    It  is  not  wanted  at  all. 

Mr.  KERR  begged  Mr.  Johnson's  own  recom- 
mendation of  the  shutters  would  be  read. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  read  it  in  part; 
when, 

Mr.  MERRICK  begged  his  colleague  would  re- 
frain from  reading  all  die  authorities  with  which 
he  was  about  to  fortify  this  proposition.  Nobody 
doubted  that  it  was  a  very  fine  shutter;  and  if  it 
was  indispensable  to  the  safekeeping  of  the  mo- 
ney in  the  treasury,  it  would,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KERR  begged  his  colleague  would  let  the 
reading  go  on. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  proceeded  with 
the  reading. 

Mr.  KERR  had  but  one  single  word  to  add. 
He  then  proceeded  for  some  time  with  his  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  merits  of  the  invention, 
and  concluded  by  recommending  the  adoption  of 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  if  this  bill  was  to  be 
made  an  omnibus  for  all  sorts  of  appropriations? 
Was  it  proper,  at  10  o'clock  on  the  last  night  of 
the  session  of  an  expiring  Congress,  to  proceed 
with  such  a  proposition,  in  the  direct  teeth  of  the 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings, 
and  the  sense  of  the  whole  Senate? 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGE  moved  an  amendment, 
with  a  proviso,  fixing  the  price  of  the  printing  done 
for  this  Congress  at  the  rates  ef  the  resolution  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1819— that  is,  to  restore  the  20 
per  cent,  which  it  had  been  reduced. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  amendment.  Could 
anybody  tell  what  reason  there  was  for  raising 
the  price  of  printing  20  per  cent.,  when  everything 
else  had  come  down? 

Mr.  SIMMONS  said  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  work  having  been  cut  down  to  half  what  it 
usually  was,  and  the  reduction  of  SO  per  cent,  on 
the  price  having  been  made  on  the  supposition  that 
the  quantity  of  printing  would  be  the  same,  the 
printers  of  both  Houses  had  lost  money  on  the 
printing  for  this  Congress. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  subject  had  been  called 
to  his  notice  this  morning,  but  he  had  since  forgot- 
ten it.  He  contended  that,  when  the  reduction  of 
20  per  cent,  was  agreed  upon,  it  was  on  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  quantity  of  printing  would  con- 
tinue to  be  the  same  as  usual.  But  there  had  been 
such  a  falling  off  in  the  usual  printing  of  extra 
numbers  of  documents,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  printers  to  do  the  work  at  the  reduced  price, 
without  loss. 

He  read  a  statement  of  the  printer  of  the  Senate, 


to  the  effect  that  there  would  be  a  dead  Ion  on 
his  contract  for  doing  the  work  of  this  Contreis. 

Mr.  ALLEN  denounced  this  mode  of  tpnaiite 
upon  the  Senate,  by  surprise,  at  ten  o'clock  oaZ 
last  night  of  the  session,  another  priDtisg  job 
After  the  signal  defeat  of  the  monstrous  job  attempt! 
ed  two  nights  ago,  he  little  expected  that  anotte 
job  of  the  same  kind  would  be  attempted.  He 
should  have  the  yens  and  nays  on  tbu  job  too 
Retrenchment,  indeed  I  Gentlemen  connenced  tlie 
Congress  with  zeal  for  retrenchment,  aad  now  ead 
it  with  far  more  earnest  zeal  for  the  angmeuiation 
of  expenditures. 

He  protested  against  having  this  proposiiioa 
sprung  upon  the  Senate  at  midnight,  after  i  thrse 
months*  session,  during  which  it  might  have  beet 
brought  forward,  and  when  it  could  have  been  proa. 
eriy  investigated  and  discussed.  Till  this  moment,]be 
had  never  heard  any  complaint  on  the  pan  of  the 
public  printers.  There  was  another  book-job, 
too,  in  this  bill,  which  he  hoped  some  gentleott 
would  vote  to  strike  out.  He  alluded  to  the  ip- 
propriation  of  |47,000  for  books  distribtited  to 
members  of  Congress,  according  to  a  former  m- 
olution  of  the  House.  Did  gentlemen  wint  to 
job  out  the  treasury?  Job,  job,  job!  ItwssiQ 
jobbing — book-jobbing,  printing-jobbiog-.iDd  now, 
nocturnal  jobbing.     ^ 

Mr.  WRIGHT  understood  that  Mr.  Allen  hid 
virtually  no  interest  in  this  printing;  baviDg  sold 
out  the  MadiAonian  establishment.  He  beOered 
he  had  undertaken  a  much  better  job  in  Mismtui 
than  this  printing,  even  with  the  SO  per  ccbl 
added. 

Mr.  W.  commented  at  some  length  npondie 
retrenchment  movement  made  by  gentlemen  bov 
in  power,  at  the  beginning  of  this  Congress,  both 
in  regard  to  the  resolution  reducing  tl»  priee  of 
printing,  and  the  plan  of  curtailing  the  prinring, 
by  referring  all  the  propositions  to  print  to  a  Com- 
mittee on  Printing.  The  proposition  nof^wts,  to 
restore  a  rate,  which  is  to  pot  |6,000  into  Mr. 
AUen^s  pocket;  and  if  it  was  confined  to  bim,  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  hardly  worth  while  to  siy 
much — aware  that  his  quantity  had  really  been 
cut  down.  But  it  is  to  apply  to  the  other  Hoaae, 
in  which  there  has  been  no  committee  on  printing, 
and  in  which  there  has  been  as  much  extra  print- 
ing done  as  usual.  There  have  bf en  extrairdi* 
nary  large  numbers  of  extra  documents  ordered  by 
the  House  during  this  Congress  to  be  printed.  He 
fully  believed  the  printing  of  this  session,  at  the 
prices  of  1819,  woul4  amount  to  as  much  as  duu 
of  any  session  for  the  last  ten  years.  He  was 
aware  that,  so  far  as  the  Senate  was  eoneened,  the 
printing  had  been  commendably  redoeed;  bat 
once  they  went  beyond  the  Senate,  the  applintioB 
of  the  20  per  cent,  to  a  contract  entered  into  at  a 
reduced  rate,  must  result  in  nothing  bat  a  gift  of  m 
much  money  to  a  party  printer. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
WOODBURY,  SIMMONS,  CALHOUN,  and 
EVANS. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  resulted  in  the  affirmative-yeis  94, 
nays  19»  as  foUowss 

TBAS— Me«r«.  Archer,  Banow,  Bates,  Bnird,  BaniaB, 
ChoaM,  Conrad,  CritteDdeo,  DayUm,  Bnun,  Km,  Minfiimi 
Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Fbelpi^  Portar,  Rir«,  Bimmaoi, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  White,  and  Wood- 
bridge— 21. 

NAYS— Meave.  Allen,  Bag  by,  Bentoo,  Bacbunn,  CdhoB 
Fulton,  Hendereon,  Kii^,  Linn,  HcRoberte,  Serler,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Stunreon,  Tuppan,  Walker,  Wilcoz,  WiUnm, 
Woodbury,  and  Wright~19. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  strike  ont  the  iten 
of  (47,000  for  books  authorized  to  be  pnrcbssed  bj 
a  simple  resolution  of  the  House  at  th«  last  s» 
sion. 

Mr.  EVANS  mentioned  that  the  books  bad  been 
purchased,  received,  boxed  up,  and  sent  off  to 
members  already,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Honse,  u- 
der  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representttires; 
and  they  were  to  be  paid  for.  It  was,  therefor^ 
obviously  useless  to  re»ist  the  payment  now. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked,  how  they  were  boaghi 
without  moneyl 

Mr.  EVANS  said  they  were  bought,  bnt  not 
paid  for;  nor  could  they  be  paid  for  tiU  this  appn- 
priation  was  made. 
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Mr.  BBMTON  asMi  i^t  what  priee  the  books 
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.     Ifr.  EVANS  said  bo  did  not  know. 

Mr.  BBMTON  asked  in  what  stage  the  bill  now 
waiff 

BCr.  EVANS  said,  on  its  third  reading. 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  the  bill  had  been 
read  twiee»  and  coald  receive  its  third  reading  oo 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Then,  in  that  ease,  I  cannot 
stop  it  by  any  opposition  of  mine.  If  I  conld  do 
so,  this  book  item  should  come  out,  or  the  bill 
shonld  be  losL 

Mr.  TAPPAN  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
impropriety  of  the  Honse,  by  a  simple  resolution, 
iaeviing  a  debt  which  Congress  iiiould  be  called 
open  to  make  an  appropriation  to  pay;  and  that, 
locH  for  the  distribution  of  property  te  the  members 
themselves. 

Mr,  ALLEN  found,  on  reference  to  the  journal 
of  the  Honse,  that  the  Honse,  on  the  8th  of  Au- 
f  isty  passed  a  resolution  to  adjonm  on  the  93d; 
that  Mr.  Morris  introduced  the  resolution  for  the 
purchase  of  these  books*  aud  immediately  moved 
the  previous  question.  Under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  it  wasparaed — ^yeas  89,  nays  71. 
Thus  |50,000  worth  of  books  were  ordered  to  be 
paidiMed  and  disiributed  to  the  members  of  the 
House,  without  any  money  to  pay  for  them.  Had 
the  Honse  any  right  to  authorize  its  Clerk  to  incur 
a  debt;  and,  after  the  debt  was  incurred,  to  make 
an  appropriation  to  pay  it?  There  must  be  an  end 
put  to  this  business.  A  case  must  be  made  before 
the  country  Upon  this  course.  The  people  must 
be  told  of  it  en  the  stump.  They  are  asleep,  while 
yon,  now,  at  midnight,  are  voting  away  their 
money  to  yourselves  or  your  partisan  printers.  But 
thej  shall  be  told  of  it.  The  yeas  and  nays  must 
go  to  them.^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wood* 
BUBT'k  amendment  to  strike  out  the  |47,000  appro- 
priation for  books  to  members  of  Congress;  sncl  it 
was  decided  in  the  negatife— yeas  14,  nays  33,  as 
follows: 


•>«»»—»««.■•.  Allen,  BagbT,  Bentoiif  Bacliaium,FttItOD, 
Dog,  LioDjIllcRobeitii,  Serier,  Sturgeon,  Teppan,  Williame, 
Woodbnry,  and  Wright— 14. 

NA.'FB— Measni.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batee,  Bayard.  Berrien, 
ChoatB,  Conrad.  Crittenden,  Dayton.  Evane,  Henderson, 
Kerr.  Hangntn,  Miller,  Morebead,  Pheipe,  Porter,  tSimmona, 
Bmlth  of  tbdlaaa,  Bprague,  Tallroadge,  White,  and  Wood* 
hrid|^— S3. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  an  amendment  aniboriz- 
iag  the  settlement  of  accounts  for  extra  pay  to  the 
olBeers  of  the  exploring  expedition. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  an  amendment,  appropriatiog 
|3,000  for  extra  clerk-hire  for  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  Missouri. 

Mr.  BVANS  said  it  was  quite  unnecessary,  as 
th«ra  was,  on  the  next  page,  an  appropriation  of 
191,000  for  extra  clerk-hire  to  the  surveyors  gen* 
eraly  and  the  surveyor  general  of  Missouri  would 
get  his  just  proportion. 

Mr.  jUNN  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  hill  was  then  reported  back  to  the  Senate; 
and  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
■icniB  of  the  committee  of  the  whole, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  that  the  amendment  in 
relation  to  paying  for  the  Compendium  of  the 
CeDmts  should  be  eicepted. 

The  other  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Tlie  qoesiion  being  on  the  amendment  of  the 
eommittee  of  the  whole,  striking  out  the  amount 
awarded  by  the  House  to  Messrs.  Blair  A  Rives, 
■ad  inereasing  the  amount  to  Mr.  Allen,  for  print- 
ing the  Compendium  of  the  Census  Returns, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  insert  the  names 
of  Blair  dk  Rives,  so  as  to  place  them  on  the  same 
footing  with  Allen,  in  regard^  the  work  done  by 
lfaem---iliey  having  printed  the  Compendium  under 
the  fint  eontraet. 

Mr.  EVANS  admitted  that  the  House  uuder- 
stood  that  both  printers  stood  upon  the  same 
ground;  bat  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Senate 
did  not  so  nnderstand  it.  They  believed  that  there 
was  a  regular  eontraet  with  Allen,  but  none  with 
Blair  &  Rives.  He  was  williog  to  uke  the  work 
off  the  hands  of  the  latter  at  a  fair  valuation,  but 
poiaa  hei&g  bovnd  to  do  ao  under  cootracu 
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Mr.  WRIGHT  called  for  the  yea»  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered.  He  wi&hed  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  this  subject  of  printing.  Blatr  db 
Rives  were  the  legal  printers  ot  Congress,  under  a 
contract  solemnly  made  by  the  Senate— which  con^ 
tract  was  subsequently  repudiated,  and  Mr.  Allen 
was  inducted  in  their  place. 

Mr.  EVANS  interposed,  to  say  this  was  not  for 
the  printing  of  the  Census — it  was  for  the  printing 
of  the  Compendium. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  observed  that  the  legal  printers 
of  Congress,  Blair  A  Rives,  were  duly  employed 
by  contract  to  do  the  work,  authorized  by  the  Sec- 
retary i)t  Stale.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  au- 
thorized the  coDtracu  They  were,  therefore,  enti- 
tled to  the  pay  for  the  printing,  and  could  recover 
it  in  any  court  of  law. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  tliat  was  a  question  at  issue. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  remarked  that  he  knew  all  about 
it,  and  was  well  satisfied  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
did  authorize  the  contract. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  submitted  a  modification, 
providing  that  the  price  paid  to  Messrs.  Blair  db 
Rives,  and  to  Mr.  Allen,  should  not  exceed  the 
price  of  printing  contracted  for  by  this  Congress. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  had  no  objection  to  this  mod- 
ification. 

Mr.  WALKER  contended  that,  in  any  court  of 
law  or  equity,  if  the  United  States  permitted  itself 
to  be  sued,  Blair  dk  Rives  would  recover  damages 
for  the  whole  of  the  printing. 

Mr.  EVANS  observed  that  this  did  not  relate  to 
the  Census;  it  was  the  Compendium— quite  a  dif- 
ferent thinft. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  it  was  no  more  a  difi^cjent 
thing,  than  an  index  was  a  different  thing  from  the 
main  work  to  which  it  belongs.  Mr.  W.  showed 
how  the  work  was  authorized  by  the  department, 
and  carried  on,  in  good  faith,  by  Blair  db  Rives; 
and  that,  on  a  full  and  impartial  investigation  by 
the  committee  of  the  House,  it  was  decided  that 
they  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  WRIiSHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wood* 
Boav's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  34,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

TEAS— MeHTS.  Allen,  Ba^by,  BA^aid.  Benton,  Buchumn, 
Calhoun,  Fallon,  Henderaon,  King,  Linn,  McRoberta,  Mengum, 
Rives,  Sevier,  StuTfreoD,  Tallmadge,  Tappan,  Wallcer,  Wilcox, 
Williama,  Woodbridge,  Woodbury,  wnght,  and  Young— 24. 

NATS— MeasTB.  Archer,  Berrien,  Conrad,  Crittenden,  Day. 
ton.  Erana,  Kerr,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelpa,  Porter,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  and  While— 13. 

So  the  amendment  on  the  amendment  was  adopt* 
ed;  and  the  amendment  as  amended  was  concurred 
in. 

Mr.  BA.YARD  renewed  his  amendment,  relating 
to  Babbitt's  anti*attrition  metallic  patent,  appropria- 
tiog |30,000  to  pay  the  contract. 

It  was  adopted. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en* 
grossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  EVANS  submitted  a  resolution  to  suspend 
the  17(h  joint  rule. 

Mr.  BENTON  objecUng— 

The  resolation  was  laid  over  one  day. 

Mr.  BVANS  moyed  to  saspend  the  previous 
orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ap  the  joint  reso- 
lution to  continue  an  additional  clerk  in  the  Sec* 
ond  Auditor's  office. 

The  request  was  complied  with;  and  the  joint 
resolQtion  was  taken  up,  considered,  read  three 
times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consid* 
eration  of  House  bill  806;  which  was  agreed  to. 

House  bill  806  was,  accordingly,  taken  upas  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  considtred,  reported,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed.  The  title  ot  the  bill  was: 
'*A  bill  for  the  survey  of  the  Northern  line  of  the 
reservation  of  the  half* breeds  of  Sac  and  Fox 
tribes  of  Indians  under  the  treaty  of  the  4th  Au- 
gust, 1804." 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  ezecotive  business. 

The  motion  was  concurred  in;  and,  at  half-pact 
11  oVsloek,  p.  m.,  the  Senate  went  into  exeeuiive 
session. 

After  considerable  time  spent  in  secret  session, 
the  Senate  resumed  its  legislative  session;  when 

The  following  bills  from  the  Hooaewere  taken 


up,  considered  as  in  comittee  of  the  whole,  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  anpassed,  viz: 

Resolution  for  contining  an  additional  clerk  in 
the  Second  Auditor's  o^e. 

The  bill  for  the  re^f  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Robert  T.  Sp^. 

The  bill  for  the  relf  of  John  Hodakin. 

The  bill  for  the  relf  of  Samuel  Weller. 

The  bill  providingnr  the  settlement  of  claims 
for  supplies  fnrnishethe  Florida  militia. 

The  act  anthorizii  an  examination  and  survey 
of  the  harbor  of  A^phis,  Tennessee. 

The  bill  to  authize  the  election  and  appoint- 
ment of  officers  in  e  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  for  the  ^iefof  Hannah  Jenkins,  widow 
of  James  Jenkins,ecrased. 

The  bill  for  the  lief  of  John  McQinnis,  a  sol- 
dier of  the  late  wi. 

The  bill  for  theeiief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  Peters,  ceased. 

The  bill  for  tb^elief  of  Elizabeth  Dawkina. 

The  bill  fur  threlief  of  Daniel  Peohallow. 

The  bill  to  anorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  refund  to>avid  Watkinson  dk  Co.  a  part  of 
the  duties  impotd  on  a  certain  qaantity  of  tin  and 
iron  imported  iiD  the  port  of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  t»  relief  of  Hugh  Biddle,  of  New 
York. 

The  bill  for  e  relief  of  Mary  McGee  and  Su- 
san Pierce,  hei-at-law  of  Gkorge  Neitson. 

The  bill  to  irive  the  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Davlin. 

The  bill  fofhe  relief  of  Samuel  K,  Jenkins. 

The  bill  fothe  relief  of  Robert  Leyton'H  chil- 
dren. 

The  bill  fothe  relief  of  Nancy  Wilson. 

The  bill  fdthe  relief  of  Rath  Mathiot. 

The  bill  (c  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Robrt  A.  Kelly. 

The  bill  fV  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Waddle. 

The  bill  decting  the  survey  of  the  northern  line 
of  the  reseration  for  the  half-breeds  of  the  Sac 
and  Fox  trih  of  Indians,  by  the  treaty  of  August 
4, 1894. 

The  joinresolntion  directing  the  payment  of 
certiOcates  f  awards  issued  by  the  commissionets 
under  the  tiaiy  which  the  Chickasaw  Indiana. 

The  join  resolution  in  relation  to  certain  prop- 
erty purchied  for  the  United  States  in  the  city  of 
Detroit. 

The  join  resolution  to  aathorize  the  Postmaster 
General  tcsettle  with  J.  dk  V.  Voorhees. 

The  foUwing  House  bills  were  taken  np  as  in 
committeef  the  whole,  considered,  and  indefinite- 
ly postpond: 

The  billo  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Iowa 
militia  caed  into  service  in  December,  1839. 

The  hi  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Henry  Hffman,  deceased. 

The  bilfor  the  relief  of  Jacob  Miller. 

The  hi)  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca  Quest. 

The  bil  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Sweetser. 

The  hi  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Edgeeomb. 

The  bii  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Lieutoant  T.  W.  Smith. 

Thebi.  for  the  relief  of  Robert  T.  Nonia. 

The  bil  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  Isaae 
Plomer. 

The  Ul  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Davis. 

The  Ml  granting  a  pension  to  John  Carey,  a 
man  of  ;oIor. 

The  bli  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Byrd,  the  widow 
of  Bay  Iff  Byrd,  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

The  )ill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Van  Horn. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sylvia  Underwood, 
mother  if  Lieutenant  Underwood,  dt  ceased. 

The  nil  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hofifman. 

The  till  to  confirm  Elizabeth  Burriss,  her  heirs 
or  assigis,  In  a  tract  of  land. 

The  till  to  prevent  extra  allowances  to  any  offi- 
cer of  tie  Gk>vernment;  and 

The  bll  granting  a  pension  to  Josiab  Westlake. 

The  bliowing  House  bills  were  then  uken  op 
as  in  canmittee  of  the  whole,  considered,  and 
finally  laid  on  the  table,  viz: 

The  btl  for  the  relief  of  Jos.  W.  Newcomb;  and 

The  bil  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  marine 
hospital  m,  Key  West,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Th«  Seiate  then,  at  3  o^oek  a,  m.  a4JoQnied« 
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HOUSE  OF  REItESBNTATIYBS. 

Thubsdat,  ^reh  9;  1843. 

Mr.  PAYNE  presented  memorial  of  ihe  Lcgis- 
Umre  of  AJabama,  pray k  a  redaction  andgrada- 
ation  of  the  price  of  the  jblic  lands:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lads, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  prese^d  the  memerials  and 
ijBBOlntions  from  the  QenerVkssembly  of  tbe  State 
of  Illinois,  and  had  them  rerred  to  the  appropri- 
ate committees,  to  wit: 

1.  Staling  tbe  propriety  {  settling  the  Oregon 
<}aestion  with  Great  Briiaio^  vd  nrging  the  sobject 
on  the  consideration  of  the  Gcernmeat  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States.  It  is  also  stated,  in  le  resolution,  that  it 
was  a  grievous  omission  in  ^  late  treaty  not  to 
settle  tbe  Oregon  boundary  wi  the  other  bounda- 
ry questions;  and  that  the  que^n  should  not  be 
d^ayed  any  longer. 

S.  Proposicg  a  redaction  olibe  postage  of  let- 
ters, te* 

This  subject  is  urged  on  th  consideration  of 
Congress,  with  facts,  and  great  irce  of  argument. 
It  18  regarded  in  the  memorial  aa  duty  on  Con- 
giess  to  reduce  postage  generall] 

3.  Praying  an  appropriation  f  money  (o  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Wes^ra  waters. 

Many  facts  are  refeired  to,  wtch  will  satisfy 
Congress  that  the  improvement  o  those  rivers  is 
indispensable  to  the  commerce  f  the  Western 
ooantry. 

4.  Piayiog  the  reduction  of  duii^on  certain  in- 
dispensable articles  of  consumption 

It  is  stated  that  it  is  unequal  andiojust  to  com- 
pel one  section  of  tbe  Union  to  suport  other  sec- 
tions of  tbe  same  country  by  any  acof  Congress; 
that  the  article  of  salt  is  indispensble;  that  one 
family  uses  almost  as  much  of  3is  article  as 

'  another;  that  the  imposition  of  taxes  asht  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  propert|each  individ- 
aal  may  own.    The  present  act  of  Cagress  makes 

-  no  such  discriminatioo;  but  imposes  \a  much  tax 
on  a  poor  man  for  salt,  as  on  a  perst  worth  mil- 
lion:^. The  operation  of  this  act  (state  the  memo- 
rial) is  so  unjust  and  unequal,  that  iougbt  to  be 
forthwith  repealed. 

5.  Praying  an  amendment  in  thepre-emption 
laws,  so  as  to  do  justice  to  the  actual  atler. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FKE. 

After  the  journals  had  been  read,  Ik.  WHITE 
of  Louisiana  obtained  the  floor,  and  aid  that  he 
was  Induced  to  seek  the  attention  of  tb  Chair  this 
morning,  for  a  personal  explanation.  He  said  he 
had  been  attacked,  and  sorely  insulted,  i  the  face  of 
the  House«-not,  indeed,  in  his  indiviaality;  for, 
aa  to  Iftot,  if  every  bone  in  it  were  ftctured,  he 
would  not  deem  it  a  thing  worthy  of  th  Speaker's 
Botiee-->bat  (he  said)  when  he  spoke  ofliimself  in 
this  connexion,  it  was  only  as  the  impeionation  of 
those  be  represented;  and  this,  be  bop41,  was  not 
too  bold  an  allegory.  Tbe  people  of  hi  State,  he 
said,  and  bia  immediate  ooDsiiiuents  lore  espe- 
cially, had  been  viliied  and  misrepreseted  in  de- 
bate here. 

It  has  been  staled — aod  tbe  anthorir  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson'^  opinions  has  been  invohd  in  .sup- 
port of  the  idca-»'tbat  a  large  portion  of  he  people 
whom  I  represent  were  spies  and  traitrs  in  tbe 
last  war;  that  they  were  hostile  to  the  cause  in 
which  the  country  was  engaged;  and  wre  ready 
to  join  the  enemy  in  opposition  to  their  bethren  in 
arms. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  those  statements  lave  gone 
abroad  uncontradicted.  No  opportunity  has  oc- 
curred, under  the  rules  and  modes  of  pi>eeeding, 
to  contradict  or  examine  them.  In  some  wenly  or 
thirty  hours  more,  this  session  is  to  close;and  then 
these  aspersions  will  pass  into  your  R(|isters  of 
Debate  as  the  materials  of  future  history. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  really  conceived  it  to  to  due  to 
truth,  to  justice,  to  an  abused  portion  of  He  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  re putaii»n  of  our 
oommoa  country,  that  some  little  chaneefihoold  be 
given  to  the  Representative  of  those  thus  wronged, 
to  examine  the  grounds  of  the  obloqoiet,  in  order 
t#  see  how  far  they  may  be  founded  in  Act  or  rea- 
son, or  to  what  extent  they  are  falladoui,  and  sus- 
epptihle  of  refutation. 

liow  (be  in^aifed)  was  this  lo  be  asoompUahed? 


There  was  some  difficulty  in  it,  he  confessed,  in  the 
present  juncture.  The  way  he  would  prome  was 
this:  The  Mb}«et-matter  on  which  thoae  objeatlon- 
able  statements  had  been  made^the  rtfttlssloih  of 
Gkoeral  Jachpen%  ftae— was  before  the  Ho«ee  in 
a  variety  of  shapes.  Aneng  tliem  was  t>ttl  No. 
13,  from  the  Senate.  He  would  move  that,  as  soon 
as  the  HoMs  shall  gft  into  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole, 
an  hour  he  devoied  to- the  iwasfderation  of  that  bill, 
in  order  to  afford  him  the  opportvttily  of  some  ex- 
pression in  the  premi«S9. 

Several  gentlemen  exprseslng  theffiselves  ^o  the 
effect  that  the  standkig  eommitiess  bad  better  first 
be  called  for  reports,  af^r  which  it  might  be  dsne— 
Mr.  W.  said  he  had  no  objection  to  that  Any 
course  was  agreeable  to  hfita,  which  aib^d  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  attahthig  the  end. 

MERCHAf^mSE  RECOVERED  J^OM  SHIP- 

WRtSGK. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  Commluee 
of  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from  the 
bill  to  permit  ihe  entry  of  merchandise  recovered 
from  shipwreck,  in  certain  cases,  free  from  duty; 
and  the  same  having  been  ordeied  to  be  engrossed, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 
Mr.  FILLMORE,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mean«,  r«potied,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
from  tbe  Senate  regulating  the  currency  of  for- 
eign gold  and  silver  coins  in  the  United  Statev; 
and,  the  same  being  considered  by  the  House,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

Mr.  JOS.  R.  INQER80LL,  from  tbe  same 
committee,  reported,  with  several  amendments, 
the  bill  from  tbe  Senate  to  settle  the  title  to  the 
Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the  Delaware. 

The  amendments  having  been  read, 

Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  asked  that  the  bill  be 
put  on  its  passagp,  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  objected  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  at  thi;  tme.  under  tbe  ap« 
prehenfifon  that  it  would  lead  to  d<>bate. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INOBRSOLL  then  moved  to  refer  it 
tu  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stats  of  the 
Union;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  OF  THE  UNI^ 

TED  STATES. 
Mr.  J.  R.  INQERSOLL  submitted  a  joint  reso* 
lution,  requesting  the  Pre>ider>t  of  the  United 
States  to  pre9ent  to  the  British  Government  a  set 
of  the  standard  weiehts  and  measures  of  the  United 
States,  to  replace  those  destroyed  in  the  late  fire  in 
London:  adopted. 

BRITISH  TREATT. 

Mr.  POPE  rose  and  explained  that  he  was  un- 
avoidably absent  when  the  final  vote  was  taken 
on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  late  treaty  with 
Qreat  Briuin,  so  that  his  name  did  not  appear 
among  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  vote.  He  wish- 
ed to  state  that,  had  he  been  present,  he  would 
have  voted  for  the  bill. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  be  discharged  from  tbe  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Skinner, 
and  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Patten;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CO  WEN  then  explained  and  advocated  the 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Richard  Patten,  and  moved 
that  it  be  taken  up  in  tbe  House,  and  put  upon  its 
passage;  which,  beiog  agreed  to  by  general  consent; 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FOREIGN  COINa 

Mr.  JOHN  P.  KENNEDY,  from  the  (Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  reported,  with  several  amend- 
ments, the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fit  the  value  of 
certain  foreign  moneys  in  the  accounts  and  com- 
putation of  the  eoatom-honsesi  and  the  amendments 
having  be^  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  an  inquiry,  which  led  to  ex- 
planatory remarks  from  Mr.  PICKENS  and  Mr. 
WINTHROP.  The  amandmeiits  of  the  commit- 
tee were  then  ooMurred  in;  and  die  hill  was  read  a 
third  time,  aod  paaaed. 


Mr.  WINTHROP,  frohi  ihe  GamfeitttT^ 
Commerce,  made  a  report  on  a  commuaieaHin 
from  the  Treasvry  Department,  on  the  ttbilft  trf 
tight^otsesoatbeBtsterttobtsu 

(X)LORED  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  fioved  Ihai  the  &otise:tike 
up  tbe  resolutious  appended  to  the  report  itm 
time  since  made  by  him  in  relation  to  the  iinpri»9Q. 
ment  9f  eolored  seamen  in  Souihem  porta.  Re 
said  it  was  too  late,  at  this  period  of  tbe  s^rioii,  ta 
diFcuss  the  subject  at  any  length;  yei,  w^iH  ie 
hoped  the  House  would  take  a  vote  on  tbeMlQ. 
tions,  he  would  not  move  the  previous  qpestfoo. 

Mr.  CATE  JOHKBON  mot^to  hy  thetob- 
Ject  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  WELLER  called  for  the  readii^g  of  ibi  fa. 
olution?. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  resoloiioite  u 
follows: 

IU»ol/9^  That  the  mwf  uid  l>nprlMniiiBDt,:iD  iBrun 
qT  thii  tJnlon,  of  free  colored  •eamen,  citifeni  of  in?  bnh 
I9iate«,  and  apiiMl  Wbocn  there  !■  no  ^lAive  botdMitof  cMtr. 
hig  Mid  port  m  the  proiectttiDQ  of  chmr  i^tfol  buiMKlii 
TioUiion  of  the  privUegee  of  citisei»hip  guarantied  bj  liM 
2d  Mction  of  the  4th  article  of  tAe  Constitution  of  tb«  Uolfed 
Blatee. 

Zle—lre<>,  That  the  eeisure  and  impiiepQaioM^  in  ai^  iMrt 
of  this  Union,  of  free  colored  seamen,  on  board  of  foreim  im 
•els,  agaiost  whom  there  is  no  charge  bat  UlttoreotottAgwd 
port  in  the  eourso  of  their  latwful  biBtoess,  ia'abtwch^f  the 
comity  of  nations,  is  liwcompaiible  with  the  r^ghls  of  all  aiiton 
in  amity  with  ibe  United  States,  and,  in  relation  to  nti'MBB  with 
whom  the  United  States  hare  formed  eommereiat  oooventisfli, 
b  a  -vtolaUon  of  Che  6tli  article  of  the  Frdettl  ConiitBtka, 
which  dadMsi  that  traaties  axe  a  part  of  the  supitmi  luraf 
the  land. 

Rnohed,  ThatanT  State  lawv,  by  which  ctittindiMiof 
aeameo  are  prohibited  from  enuring  cectain  pons  of  thh  DaigD, 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  riahtful  business,  are  in  coRtnm- 
tion  of  the  paramount  and  exclusive  power  of  theGeunlOor- 
eroment  to  recutate  commerce. 

iZetotocd,  That  the  police  power  of  tbe  States  oan  Mf  m 
enactments  or  reeulations  which  are  in  direct,  poiiilre,  aod 
permanent  coi  flict  with  express  provisions  or  fliDdaoiotil 
principles  of  the  national  compact. 

Mr.  WINTHROP  called  for  the  yeas  and  biji 
on  the  morion  to  lay  tbe  resolotion  on  the  (rth, 
and  they  were  oMered;  and  being  taken,  resnltdlu 
follows — yeas   86,  naye  59* 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  B.  RANDALL*  from  the  Govimttee  o& 
Commerce,  made  varioas  adverse  reports. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  tbe  Committee  6a  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  let 
for  the  relief  of  John  R.  Williams,"  without  amend* 
men*;  and  be  asked  the  House  to  put  it  oa  iii 
pa«$age. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation,  tbe  bill  wis 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

DISTRICT  BANES. 

Mr.  POWELL,  from  the  Committee  for  tbe 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  jotat  resoltMloo  to 
continue  the  charter  of  certain  banks  in  tbeDn* 
trlct  of  Colombia;  and  the  same  baviag  been  reid, 

Mr.  PICKENS  inqnired  whether  (bis  was  in 
original  bill  of  tbe  Hoasci  or  a  bill  fmn  the 
Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  was  an  digiml 
joint  restiintion  reported  from  a  committee. 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  tbat  a  joint  molition 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  bill,  and  could  not,  irillioat 
a  suspension  of  the  16ih  joint  rale,  be  sent  to  the 
Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  joint  re$olation  wu 
ia  fact  a  bill,  and,  if  passed,  could  not  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  without  a  suspension  of  tbe  rule. 

Mr.  POWELL  oalietl  for  tbe  second  retdiag 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WELLER  observed  that  it  could  not  be 
read  the  second  lime  bat  by  gcBjeral  0D&aett,ttd 
he  objected  to  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  when  the  feeond 
reading  of  a  hill  waa  objected  to,  the  qneitita 
then  arose,  «*Sball  it  be  rejeetedl*' 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  raised  the  point  ofor- 
der,  that  a  bill  on  the  same  snbjeet  had  akeady 
beea  reported,  and  was  now  before  ifae  Cottnii* 
tee  of  the  Whole.  This  bill  was  then  oat  of  er- 
der,  under  the  rule  prohibiting  the  iniiodaeiita  ^ 
two  bilh  on  tbe  same  subject 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  wished  lo  corrcet  ih»|«' 
tieman  in  point  of  fact.  This  tesolotiat  vm  dfl- 
fereat  from  the  biU  in  Cojomfitee  «f  the  WhMi, 
for  the  rewoo  that  it  couiakcKla  previnMilitfv- 
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ild  CoDgress,  at  any  time  bereafier,  to  alter  or  re- 
peal if. 

Dl^  SPSAKJSa  ovf  rruled  tbue  point  of  order  of 
Bdi.  8mith. 

J)lr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  then  moved  to  lay  the 
resolqtio^  od  the  table. 

Afr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and 
Aty$;  which  being  ordered,  the  qaestion  was  takeo, 
and  the  motion  was  'rejected — jeas  72,  najs  89. 
§0  the  resolntioQ  wat  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recarred,  ''Shall  this  joint  reso- 
l^Uioii  be  rejected?"  and  the  yeas  and  Aaye  hav- 
ing been  ordered,  the  question  was  taken,  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  que*ition,  aad  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  77,  nays  92. 


ArriDRttm,  Aiherion,  BeeMn.  Bidlaek,  Brew* 
.w.  Aaroo  V.  Brown,  Chaxlw  Brown,  Buike,  William  O. 
B«Uer,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Ciaipbell,  Cary,  Oasey,  Chapman,  Clinton,  Coles,  Daniel, 
Richard  i).  Davia,  Dawaon,  Poan,  John  C.  Edwarda,  Eff. 
htrti  John  G.  Floyd,  Charlea  A.  Floyd,  Fomance, Gerry.  Gu- 
mer,  William  O.  Goode,  Gordon,  Gwin,  Harris,  UopicJns, 
HMMton,  Huterd,  Hunter,  Charlea  J.  Inerersoll,  Cave  John- 
100,  John  W.  Jonea,  K^im,  Andrew  Kponedy,  Linn,  LIulefield, 
I«aw«lKAi>raham  McClellan,  Robert  McClellan;  McKay,  MaU 
lory.  Harchand,  Alfred  Marshall,  Medill,  Miller,  MitchelJL  New- 
han^  Parmenter,  Payne,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Reed,  Reding, 
R«ocher»  RejAolda,  Rigga,  Sanford,  Saunders,  Sewell,  Shaw, 
Sbieldp,  Slade.  Snyder,  Sceenrod,  Jacob  Thompson,  Trotti, 
Timcy,  Van  Baren,  Wallace,  Wattcrson,  Weller,  Westbrook, 
and  John  Young— 77. 

NAY8 — ^Messrs.  Adams,  LandafTW.  Andrews,  Baker,  Bar- 
Dsrd,  Blair,  Borden,  Bolts,  Brockway,  Bronson,  Jeremiali 
BnWD,  Bnroell,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Caruthers, 
Ghilids,  Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper.  Coweo, 
Cranston,  Cravens,  Crawford,  Cushing,  Garrett  Davis,  De- 
berrr,  John  Edwarda,  Everett,  Fessenden,  Fillmore,  Thomas 
F.  Fomr,  Gambia,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Patrick  G. 
QoodBy  Graham,  Granger,  Green,  Halsted,  tJenry,  Howard, 
Huiison,  Joseph  R.  Ingereoll,  James  Irvin,  James,  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson,  I.  D.  Jones,  jf.  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Lane,  mcKennan, 
Samaon  Mason,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Meri« 
wether,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Morrow,  Osborne,  Pendleton, 
Popo,  Ramsey,  Benj.  Randall,  Aleztn.ier  Randall,  Randolph, 
BiW'BTi  Rodoey,  William  Russell,  JamesM.  Russell,  Saliun- 
Btal^  Shepperd,  Stanly,  Stokely,  Siratton,  Alexander  H.  H. 
flkaart,  John  T.  Stuart,  Sammers,  Taliaferro,  John  B.  Thomp> 
■OQ,  Richaid  W.  Tboropaon,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Triplett, 
Traaal)iUl,  Umtorvood.  Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Joseph 
L.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  and  Augustus 
ToanR — 92. 

So  ibe  bill  was  not  rejected. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  then  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

And  he  it  further  resolved^  That  all  the  stockholders,  and  all 
who  ma^  become  stockholders,  in  said  banks,  shall  be  liable  In 
their  individual  and  private  capacity,  as  copartners,  for  the  debts 
and  liabilities  of  the  banks  in  which  they  are  respectively  stock- 
holders, accruing  daring  the  time  when  they  are  stockholders 
in  said  banks. 

Mr.  A.  said  this  amend naent  involved  important 
principle?;  and  bad  it  been  generally  adopted  in  the 
legislation  of  the  people  of  thi;  country  with  re* 
gurd  to  banks,  many  evils,  fraads,  and  disasters 
would  have  been  prevented.  Nothing  was  so  cer* 
Mio  as  that  ibe  only  way  to  prevent  the  misman- 
ageneftt  of  money,  was  to  make  those  who  were 
interested  liable  for  the  misdeeds  of  their  agents. 
Tbe  priaoiple  of  an  iadividnal  liability  had  gen- 
erally been  adopted  in  England,  where  associated 
wealth  was  genefally  allowed  greater  privileges  than 
lA  thiacoiuUry;  and  be  conld  not  see  why  it  should 
not  be  generally  adopted  here,  where  the  privileges 
of  ibe  people  were  so  mneh  more  numerous  and 

Wilh  regajDi  to  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, let  it  be  admitted  that  it  was  expedient  to 
Xaeharter  them:  did  it  follow  that  sndi  a  step  was 
necessary  at  this  timel  It  would,  he  thought,  be 
setting  a  had  ezanlple,  to  recharter  these  insiita- 
tions,  without  inquiring  into  their  past  conduct  and 
their  present  eondiiion.  No  report  whatever  had 
heen  aabmilted  showing  their  liabilities,  their  capi- 
tal stock,  whether  they  had  always  redeemed  their' 
bUto»  and  bow  tbey  had  been  generally  manacled. 
How  waa  ihis  bill  brooght  before  the  present  Coa- 
grea^l  Not  until  the  three  last  days  of  its  session, 
wkea  there  coald  not  be  vniiieient  time  allowed  to 
debaie  its  provisioMi.  Why  the  necessity  of  re> 
chartering  these  banks  at  all  the  present  session, 
cbarten  did  not  expire  nntil  July,  18447 


Why  Dot  leave  it  to  the  next  Congress,  who  would 
have  sofllcient  time  to  examine  into  the  matter 
without  haste,  and  thoroughly  find  out  the  condition 
of  those  banks?  He  wished  to  know  if  the  banks 
shrunk  from  investigation.  If  they  did,  it  was  but 
a  poor  argument  why  Congress,  as  the  gnardians 
of  public  rights,  should  recharter  them,  and  give 
into  their  d«8ire8. 

Mr.  WELLER  opposed  the  resolution;  and  en- 
tered into  a  detailed  statement  of  the  pretences  un- 
der which  the  various  extensions  of  the  charters  of 
these  banks  had  t>een  made  since  1836>-the  most 
prominent  being  that  they  wanted  time  to  wind  up 
their  affairs.  He  also  alleged  against  them  a  vio- 
lation or  evasion  of  the  conditions  on  which  iheir 
charters  were  extended,  and  the  purchase,  by  their 
officers,  of  their  own  depreciated  paper  and  stock- 
thereby  committing  flagrant  wrongs  on  widows 
and  orphans,  whose  limited  means  were  thus  in- 
vested. And  he  asked  if  such  conduct  was  to  be 
justified  by  this  House?  and  whether  this  resolution 
was  thus  to  be  passed  through  the  House  by  a  «pe- 
cies  of  legerdemain,  by  which  the  rules  of  the 
House  were  evaded?  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  Houie  to  the  fact,  that  the  next  Congress  would 
be  in  session  on  the  4th  December  next,  whereas 
the  charters  of  thei.e  banks  woald  not  expire  until 
the  succeeding  July.  If,  then,  there  was  good  rea« 
son  to  extend  these  charters,  he  thought  it  should  be 
left  to  the  next  Congress  to  judge  of  that  reason 
and  that  necessity;  and  that  this  Congress  should 
not  anticipate  the  legislation  of  its  successor — es* 
peciallyifit  were  done  from  a  fear  that  the  next 
Congress  would  not  extend  the  charters  on  the 
same  terms  as  this  Congress  was  willing  to  do. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rese  and  inquired  if  the  morn- 
ing hour  had  not  expired? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  It  bad. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  then  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  he  was  desirous  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  on  the  amendment  which  had  been 
submitted. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  orders  of  the 
day  had  been  called  for. 

Mr.  WELLER  then  observed  that  he  supposed 
he  should  have  the  floor  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  would,  dariog 
the  morning  hour. 

TWO  HUNDRED  MILLION  NATIONAL 

STOCK. 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  asked  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
orders  of  the  day,  to  allow  him  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  wonld  consent  to  the 
presentation  of  any  reports  which  would  not  lead 
to  any  debate. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  then  rose  to  present  a 
report  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  memorials  on  the  subject  of  issuing 
1300,000,000  of  national  stock;  and  he  was  pro- 
ceeding to  make  some  explanatory  statements, 
when 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  should  object,  if  this  sub- 
ject was  to  give  rise  to  debate  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  then  submitted  his  re- 
port, and  moved  that  it  be  printed.  The  report 
concluded  with  the  followicg  resolution: 

Raoteed,  That  it  is  expedieot  to  employ  th«  credit  of  the 
Goyernmentof  the  United  States  for  the  relief  of  the  Stales,  to 
the  extent  prayed  for  by  the  memorialists. 

Resoivedt  That comminee  be  inaimeted  to  prepare 

and  report  a  billaccordipglj. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGBRSOLL  begged  permission  to 
offer  a  resolution  in  connexion  with  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  direct  the  print- 
ing of  5,000  extra  copies  of  both  the  report  of 
the  gentleman  from  *  Maryland,  and  the  report 
some  time  since  made  on  tfie  same  subject  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  aad  Means. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  would  allaw  the  qusstion  first 


t  >  be  taken  on  the  simple  proposition  to  pnnt  the 
ususl  number. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  a  resolution  which 
he  wi&hed  to  offer  as  a  snbstitaie  for  the  rcanlntion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Rewlvedy  That  the  repudiation,  br  any  BlataAf  this  Uoloo, 
of  any  debt  to  foreigners,  contracted  by  authority  of  the  Lefts* 
lature  of  the  said  State,  is  a  violation  of  the  OonsHtation  ofihe 
United  StaiesL  in  the  first  paragraph  of  itie  tanch  aoctioo  of  the 
first  article,  which  provides  that  no  State  riiall  paai  aay  law  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracia. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  State  of  this  Union  hhall,  by  or  in  con- 
sequence of  such  repudiation,  involve  barselfin  war  with  any 
foreign  power,  the  Congreas  of  the  irnited  States  has  no  power 
to  involve  them,  or  any  other  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  or  the 
people  thereofl  in  such  war. 

Reaolvedy  That  in  the  event  of  such  war,  (he  Btata  Involving 
herself  therein,  will  cease  thereby  to  bo  a  State  of  this  Union, 
and  will  have  no  right  or  claim  to  aid  in  her  defence  from  the 
United  Slates,  w  any  of  them. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  again  appealed  to  gen- 
tlemen to  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  ques- 
tion of  printing. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  pressed  his  motion  to 
print  extra  numbers  of  the  two  reports  desig- 
nated. 

Mr.  TtJRNBY  objected. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  as  objection  was  made, 
the  motion  would  have  lo  go  over. 

Mr.  J.  R  INGERSOLL  moved  a  suRpension  of 
the  rules. 

Mr.  A.  y.  BROWN  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  explainfd  to  the  geatleman 
from  Ma;88achu8etts  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  did  not  ask  for  the  consideration,  of 
his  resolutions  at  this  time,  but  meieAy  the  pivnting 
of  the  report. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  on  iIm  ques- 
tion of  printing,  and  it  was  sustained  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  A.  y.  BROWN  called  for  ihft  ytB9  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  print  the  aqieiidmenl. 

Some  irregtUar  conversation  ensued,  and  the 
reading  of  Mr.  Adams's  amendment  was  agaia 
called  for,  and  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  wished  to  offer  an 
amendment,  but  it  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  the  House  wonld  not  be 
afraid  to  express  its  opinions. 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  that  all  the  schemes  be  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  said.  No;  but  a  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  followed  by  considerable  eon* 
fusion  in  all  parts  of  the  hall;  and  various  gentle- 
men rose  to  questions  of  order, 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  inquired  what  wonld  be 
the  effect  of  withdrawing  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  wonld  bring  the  House 
to  a  vote  on  the  motion  to  print  the  snbstitnte  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetis,  [Mr.  ADaiis.rl 

Mr.  J.  THOMPSON  then  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion* 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  print 
the  substitute  above  mentioned,  and^deeided  ia  the 
negative— yeas  73,  nays  108,  as  foUowss 

TEAS^Messra.  Adama,  Allen,  LmdalT  W:  Andfewv,  S.  J. 
Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Bakar,  Barnaid,  Blab,  Ba)#ltfman, 
Borden,  Bolts,  Briggs,  Brockway,  Bronson.  JloM.  Bio^ikBor- 
nel),  Calhoun,  ChlidB,  Chiuenden,  John  C.  Ct^rlr,  Stafey  N. 
Clarke,  James  (>>oper.  Cranstoo,  Cravens,  Garrett  Davl*, 
Debenj,  John  Edwartk  Everett.  FesseDdan,  Fillmore,  Oid. 
dings,  Goggin,  Granger,  Henry,  Howard,  lliideon,  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll^ames,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Jobo  P.  Kemiffdy,  wie, 
Linn,  McKennan,  Mathiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Morgan,  Mor. 
lis.  Morrow,  Osborne,  Pendleton,  Pope,  BenjAraln  Randall, 
Alexander  Randall,  Randolph,  Rodney,  Wimam  RbsmHi 
James  M.  Ruaaell,8altonsull,  Blade,  Stmly,  TkUingbaat,  To- 
land,  Trumbull,  Van  Rensselaer,  Edward  D.  White  Tnoma» 
W.  Williams,  Chrtetopher  H.  Willlaraa  and  WinlhroJ)— ». 

NAY8— Maasra.  Arnngton,  Athertoa,  HartoD,  BoemOB  Bid 
lack,  Birdaeye,  Bowne,  Brewster,  Aaron  V.  Brown.  Cbarlep 
Brown,  Burke,  William  Butler,  Wm.  O.BuUer,  PatrH;k  C. 
Oaidwsli,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Campbell,  TMboAftl. 
Campbell,  Caruthers,  Csaey,  CIIqUhi,  OoJet,Miirk  A-  CR^p^, 
Cowen,  Cross,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dawson.  Pfan, 
Doao,  Dolg,  John  C.  Bdwards,  iBgbart,  John  6.  Ploydi  Mia. 
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▲.  Fiord.  Fsmaace,  Gerry,  William  O.Goode,  Gordon,  Gra- 
ham, Gwin,  Harrla,  Hastings,  Haya,  Houclc,  Houston,  Habard, 
Honcar,  Cbariea  J.  IngersoM,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jouea 
latic  J>.  Jonea,  Andrew  Kennedy,  Liulefield,  Lowell,  Abraham 
McClellan,  Robert  McClellaii,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mallory, 
Marcbaad,  Alfired  Marshall,  John  T.  Mason,  Meriwether, 
Midler,  Miieliell,  Moore,  Newhard,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Payne, 
Pickens,  Plnmer,  Powell,  Read,  Redios,  Rencher,  Reynolds, 
Riggs,  Roosevelt,  Banford,  tteuoders,  Sewell,  Bhaw,  William 
rtmiih,  Bnyder,  Bprigg,  Sieenrnd,  Siokely,  Alex.  H.  H.  Btoart, 
eSumier,  Taliaferro,  John  J.  Thompsoo,^riplett,  Trotti,  Un* 
derwood,  Van  Roren,  Wallace,  Ward,  Washington,  Walter- 
son,  Waller  and  Weatbrook— 108, 

Mr.  BRI(3GS  then  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sab- 
ject  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JONATHAN  ROBERTS. 

Mr.  TOLAND,  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  case  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  late  collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolaiion  that  the  commiitee  be  discharged 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GILMRR  rose  and  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
House  had  passed  a  bill  granting  a  section  of  land 
to  the  town  of  Fair  Play,  in  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin. The  effect  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  mo« 
tion  is  to  send  the  bill  lo  the  Senate. 

Mr.  8LADE  asked  leave  to  present  certain  reso- 
luiions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  SLADB  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rales; 
but  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  refer- 
red the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bryan,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  DRAGOONS. 

Mr.  WM.  0.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
bill  frond  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  pans  of  the 
act  ^*fot  the  organization  of  the  army  and  for  other 
purposes,*^  approved  23d  August,  1843,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WM.  O.  BUTLER  then  moved  that  the 
bill  be  put  upon  ius  passage,  and  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  the  bill  would  not  paPs.  It 
swept  away  all  the  reform  that  was  made  in  this 
branch  of  the  service  at  (he  last  session. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  (he  gentleman  from 
Ma8sachttse(t8  that,  (he  previous  qop»tion  having 
been  called  for,  debate  whs  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  suggec;ied  that,  as  the  bill  contem- 
plated new  appropri aliens,  it  mn«t  be  considered  in 
Ccminit(ee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  refer  it  to  ihe  Comoiiiter  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WM.  O.  BUTLER  accordingly  moved  that 
the  bill  be  referred  to  \he  CDicmiitee  of  the  Whole 
tn  the  Slate  of  the  Uni  ^n. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  iay  it  on  the  table;  and, 
on  this  quevHiion,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and, 

On  taking  Ihe  question,  it  was '  decided  in  the 
negative — >eas  63,  nays  114. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  referring  the  bill 
lo  the  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  asked  leave  to  report  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate lo  anthorize  the  States  of  Missouri,  Louisiana, 
and  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  iheir  claims. 

Objections  being  made  by  several-— 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rales; 
bat  the  motion  was  negatived. 

CODE  FOB  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  WISE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
faira,  reported  a  joint  resolution,  providing  that  (he 
code  of  rales  and  regalations  for  the  government  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  prepared  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  and  the  Attorney  General,  an- 
der  the  resolution  of  the  last  session,  be  submitted 
to  Congress  at  its  next  session;  and  that,  until  then, 
said  code  shall  be  put  in  operation,  and  printed, 
for  the  use  of  the  navy. 

Ob)0cte4  to  by  several,  and  not  received. 


LIVE  OAK. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  (hat  the  Hoase  resolve 
itself  in^o  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  pur- 
poFe  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  protect  the  live-oak 
timber  of  the  United  States  in  Florida;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARUTHERS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  to  correct  a  mistake  in  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  King,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  not  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  to 
place  his  name  on  the  pension  roll. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
navy  appropriation  bill,  which  had  came  back  from 
the  Senate  with  the  action  of  that  body  on  the 
amendments  there  o. 

The  Seoatehad  concarred  in  all  the  amendments 
save  the  one  in  relation  to  the  Brooklyn  dry-dock; 
and  the  question  came  ap  in  the  House  on  receding 
from  its  amendment  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  House  would  recede,  so 
that  the  House  and  the  Senate  might  concur,  and 
the  bill  be  passed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  recede;  and  he  went  on  to  give  his  reasons  for 
desiring  the  House  to  pursue  that  course.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  previous  question;  which  was 
sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  McCLELLAN  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  recedmg;  and,  being  order- 
ed, they  resulted  thus:  Yeas  78,  nays  98. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  conference;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  took  up  several  bills,  which  had 
come  from  the  Senate  with  various  amendments— 
the  whole  of  which  were  concurred  in. 

REDUCTION  OF  POSTAGES. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
duce \h^.  rates  of  postages,'^  was  read  twice. 
Mr.  BRIGGS  offered  the  following  amendment: 
Strike  out  the  §rst  section  of  the  bill,  and  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

On  all  leitera  weiftiing  not  more  than  one-quarter  of  an 
ounce,  avoiidupois,  for  any  distance  not  exceeding  fifty  milei^ 
five  centa. 

On  all  letters  for  any  d'wtance  over  fifty  mUei,  ten  'cents. 

On  all  letters  weighing  more  than  one-quarter,  and  not  over 
one-half  ounce,  double  the  at>ove  rates;  and  the  aaine  rales  of 
postage  fur  eveiy  additional  quarter  of  an  ounce  weight  on  all 
letters  weighing  more  than  hair  an  ounce. 

On  all  drop- letters,  fire  cents. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and  atler 
(he  first  day  of  January  next,  all  existing  laws  granting  the 
piirilege  o(  franking,  or  receiving  free  oi  postage,  any  letters^ 

Sackets,  or  papers  ol  any  kind,  to  members  of  Congress,  the 
ecretary  of  the  Senate,  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa* 
lives  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  any  and  all  other  persons,  ex- 
cepting the  President,  ex- Presidents,  and  widows  of  persons 
who  have  k>een  Presidenis  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  excepting, 
also,  the  Postmaster  General,  the  Asaistant  Poatmasters  Gener* 
al,  and  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Poet  Office  Depart- 
ment, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed:  Providedj  hmo- 
evert  That  the  privilege  of  franking  and  receivrng  letters,  pa- 
pers, and  packets,  free  of  postaRe,  granted  to  the  Postmaster 
General,  the  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  ami  to  the  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  Pust  Office  Department,  shall  extend 
to  such  matters  only  as  relate  to  the  business  of  their  offices. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  aAer 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  the  postage  on  all  letters,  papers^ 
and  packeta,  that  may  be  lawfully  sent  by  mail,  received  by  or 
directed  to  the  members  of  either  House  of  Congress,  during  the 
sessions  thereof,  and  the  postage  on  all  letlera,  papera,  and 

gacketa,  that  may  be  lawfully  sent  by  mail,  raceiveid  by  the 
ecretary  of  the  Senate  or  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Ilepre> 
sentaiivesof  the  United  States,  relating  to  the  business  of  the 
office  of  the  said  Secretary  or  Clerk,  mall  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  lunds  of  the  respective  Houses. 

Mr.  B.  addressed  the  Honse  at  length  in  support 
of  hie  amendment. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  replied  to  Mr.  Bbjgos,  expresaing 
his  objeciions  to  the  amendments  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  WISB  moved  the  preyioua  question;  and  it 
was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  the 
amendments  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  tellers  were  called  for  and  ap- 
pointed; and  ihey  reported  76  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and, 
as  they  were  ordered,  the  coant  by  tellera  was  sna- 
pended.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  aa 
(bllows:  yeas  62,  nays  91. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  Ithe  reading  of  the 
amendments;  and  ihey  were  read  aooordingly. 

The  qnestien  was  then  taken  on  the  first  division 
of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fkom  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr«  BaiMB,]  by  which  letters  ajre  to  be 


charged — ^for  50  miles  or  under,  5  centr,  over  SO 
miles,  10  cents,  Ac*^ 

Tlie  amesdmemt  was  agreed  to— fns-B&nn 
64. 

The  qaestion  recurred  on  the  second  divisioa  of 
the  amendment — i.  a.  that  which  prohibits  and  lim- 
its the  franking  privilege,  except  in  certain  cases. 

This  portion  of  the  amendment  was  rejfcted^ 
yeas  73,  nays  83. 

The  qaestion  recurred  on:  (he  third  division  of 
the  amendment,  which  provides  for  the  payment 
of  the  postage  of  members  of  Congress  on  letten 
addressed  to  them  on  public  business,  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House;  and^  on  taking  die 
question,  the  amendment  was  rejected  withotttt 
division. 

The  question  coming  np  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill- 
Mr.  RHETT  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  uble;  whieh 
motion  was  rejected — yeas  57,  nays  80. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  under  the  operation  of 
the  previous  qaestion. 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  stated  that  the  Seaaie 
had  taken  a  recess  until  6  o*clock,  and  he  wiibM 
to  move  that  the  House  take  a  recess  also.  [It 
was  now  half-past  4  o'clock.] 

Mr.  FILLMORE  soRgested  that  the  Hoaie 
should  dispose  of  some  Ezecative  messages,  vhidh 
were  on  the  table  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  hoped  the  House  wdtildgo 
on  with  the  business  in  order;  for  they  would  not 
be  able  to  do  any  business  after  a  recess.  He  ob- 
jected to  everything  but  the  regular  order  of  bul- 
ness. 

Mr.  WELLER  was  understood  to  move  that 
some  particular  bill  be  taken  up;  bat  it  was  not 
agreed  to,  nor  was  the  title  of  the  bill  heard.  Orett 
confusion  ensued,  the  prevailing  object  being  to 
avoid  a  recess.  Ultimately,  the  House  took  sp 
some  bills  which  had  come  with  amendments  midi 
therein  by  the  Senate,  with  which  the  House  eoi- 
curred.    Tbej  were  as  follows: 

An  act  for  the  better  protection  of  the  lives  of 
passengers  by  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam. 

An  act  reorganizing  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  be  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Commiitee  on  Finance  ot 
the  Senate,  informing  him  that  the  Senate  bad 
taken  a  recess  until  six  o'clock;  and  that,  as  seretal 
very  important  appropriation  bills  were  still  to  be 
acted  upon,  it  would  be  necessary  to  hold  a  night 
session,  pnder  these  circumstances,  he  intimated 
his  wish  that  the  House  should  take  a  reoesst 
[Loud  cries  of  "No— no  recess."] 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  desired  a  joint  re.<olatioB 
to  be  first  acted  upon,  which  hsd  ccme  from  the 
Senate,  for  the  suspension  of  the  i6>b  joint  roie  of 
the  two  Houses,  to  permit  certain  specified  bills  to 
be  transmitted  from  the  Senate  to  the  House.  On 
this  subject  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  READ  moved-  to  lay  the  resolatton  on  ibe 
table,  and  on  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  najs; 
and  ihey  were  ordered,  atnd  resulted  as  foUovs: 
yeas  78,  nays  81. 

Mr.  BOWN^  moved  that  the  House  adjoon. 
f  5  o'clock.) 

Mr.  FILLMORE  hoped  that  the  House  wonid 
not  adjourn,  inasmuch  as,  by  the  joint  rules  of  tbe 
two  Houses,  this  was  the  last  day  on  whieh  bOli 
could  be  sent  to  ibe  President. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  nodd 
to  adjourn.    The  result  was— yeas  64»  nays  91 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjouro. 

Mr.  WELLER  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of 
the  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  thia  motion, 
and  resulted — ^yeaa  69,  nays  85. 

So  the  Honse  refused  to  order  a  cftlK 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  moved  ibat  tbe 
House  adjourn. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  objected,  that  the  motion  ws 
not  in  order  till  there  had  been  aqme  business  ac- 
tion of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  tbe  point  of  order, 
saying  that  there  had  been  amotion  for  a  call  of 
the  House,  and  the  question  was  taken  on  it. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  oOlod  for  the  yeas  m 
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says  on  the  adjoarnment;  which  were  ordered,  and 
resalted  in  yeas  75,  nays  79. 

So  the  Hoose  refused  lo  adjoam. 

The  qnestion  recurring  on  (be  resolation, 

Mr.  TURNEYmoTrd  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FIULMORE  submitted  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  order,  as  there  bad  ai ready  been  a  similar 
motion  made  and  rejected,  while  no  bn&iness  had 
been  done  f  ioce. 

Mr.  C.  W.  WILLIAMS  appealed  to  the  friends 
of  the  resointion  to  withdraw  trom  it  the  obnoxious 
measures,  as  it  was  evident  they  stopped  all  the 
business  of  the  Hods*. 

Bfr.CAYB  JOHNSON  said  that  if  it  was  the 
intention  of  gentlemen  to  past;  through,  at  this  late 
hour,  this  MaRsachuseits  claim  which  had  been  de- 
feated for  twenty-fiye  years,  without  a  word  of  de- 
bate or  ezplanatiool^i^ 

[Loud  cries  of  "Order,  order,"  drowning  the  rest 
of  the  sentence.] 

The  SPEAKER  here  decided  upon  Mr.  Fill* 
Moix^  point  of  order,  oyenuiiog  it  on  the  ground 
that  the  right  to  make  this  motion  at  any  time  was 
esKntial  to  the  buMoess  of  tbe  House. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  appealed. 

Mr.  CAYE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  appeal 
OB  the  table. 

Mr.  MASON  of  Ohio  moyed  that  (he  House  re- 
iolye  itself  into  CoMmitice  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  asked  if  it  woald  be  in 
order  to  moye  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 
[Loud  cries  of  "There  ia  a  quf  siion  of  order."] 

Mr.  SAMSON  MASON  asked  if  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  to  go  into  Comoiiilee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  it 
would. 

Mr.  S.  MASON  said  he  wished  to  move  that  the 
House  go  into  Commitiee  of  tbe  Whole  od  (he  bill 
concerning  the  ref^iment  of  dragoons. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  reqQe«(ei]  the  gentleman  who 
moved  the  previous  question  on  the  joint  refolu- 
lion  from  the  Senate,  to  withdraw  his  motion,  so 
that  any  bill  meotiooed  in  the  list  appended  there- 
to, if  objectionable,  might  be  excepted  and  stricken 
nut;  and  ihat  tbe  rest  might  then  be  acted  upon. 
[Cries  of 'Strike  out  the  bank  Liil,  md  the  other 
ean  pass;  or  they  will  all  be  lost  together.*^] 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  there  were  three 
propositions  in  the  resointion;  en  each  of  which  a 
distinct  TOte  might  he  called  for. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  suggested  (hat  a  dis- 
tinct TOte  be  taken  on  each  bill  mentioned  in  the 
lux  from  the  Senate. 

[Loud  cries  of  *'It  cannot  be  done.**] 

Mr.  FILLMORE,  (despondinsly.)  Well,  there 
ii  BO  other  way,  then.  I  take  an  appeal  from  the 
deeision  of  the  Chair. 

[Loud  cries  of  **The  yeas  and  nays,'*  and  langh- 
ler.] 

Mr.  CAYE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  appeal 
to  tbe  table. 

[Cries  of  'The  yeas  and  nays,^  and  great  con- 
fusion.] 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  said,  if  they  were  to  be 
eompelled  to  act  upon  bills  of  so  much  importance, 
both  to  the  House  and  to  the  country;  without  any 
opportunity  for  a  single  word  of  debate,  and  with- 
out an  opportunity  to  inquire  into  the  goodness  or 
badness  of  these  banks,  or  tbe  justice  or  injustice 
of  extendinfc  (heir  charters** 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. Receive  the  bills»  (he  said,)  and  then  discuss 
them. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON.  Why,  you  wQl  not  al- 
low discussiotf. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  You  do  not  know.  [Great 
confusion — the  SpXAHKa  beating  with  his  mallet  on 
his  desk,  and  loudly  calling  the  gentlemen  to 
order.] 

The  SPEAKER  said  (he  only  question  before 
the  House  was,  *<ShaIl  (he  decision  of  tbe  Chair 
stand  as  (he  judgment  of  the  House?'' and  not  the 
bank  bills.  It  was  simply  a  question  of  '*ls  the 
Chair  right  or  wrong?" 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON^ajked  to  be  excused 
/rom  voting  on  that  questiotT.  [Loud  cries  of  *'Yeas 
tad  nays  on  that,"  and  laughter.] 

Ur.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  said  he  had  moved, 
<ome  time  ago,  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 


Comm-.ttee  of  the  Whole.  [Cries  of.— "The  yeas 
and  nays  on  that.**] 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  and  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  demanded  ihe  yeas  and 
nayt:;  hot  24  gentlemen  rose  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion. Tellers  were  demanded  on  taking  (he  >eas 
and  nays,  and  (hey  were  ordered;  and  Messrs. 
CiLHouN  and  WxLLsa  were  appoin(ed.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken. 

Mr.  BOTTS  ro?e  before  the  decision  was  an- 
nounced, and  said  that  he  had  learned  that,  if  the 
House  adjourned,  it  was  likely  that  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  bill  would  be  \o?iX:  he  should  therefore 
chiange  his  vote.  No.  [A  voice  was  heard  to  say — 
*' Why,  then,  you  vote  against  your  own  motion,*^ 
and  laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  vote  to  be 
83  in  the  affirmative,  and  86  in  the  negative.  The 
motion  was,  therefore,  not  carried. 

Mr.  O.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  House 
go  into  committee. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  rose  and  expressed  (he  hope 
that  the  matter  in  hand  would  be  dropped,  rather 
than  risk  the  defeat  oi  (he  three  appropriation  bills 
which  were  pending  before  the  two  Houses.  He 
had  just  returned  from  the  Senate,  where  he  was 
informed  by  the  chairaian  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee that  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill  had  not  been  disposed  of  in  (hat  body,  and  the 
enrolling  of  which  bill  would  require  ten  to  twelve 
hours.  He,  th(  refore,  urged  that  it  was  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  pass  that  bill  to-night. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the  effect 
of  adjourning,  and  Mr.  FILLMORE  replied;  but 
none  of  the  conversation  was  heard  above  ihesur- 
lonndine  uoise. 

Mr.  QILMER  rose  to  make  an  inquiry.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  it  required  a  suspension 
of  the  16ih  joint  rule  in  order  to  act  upon  the 
bills  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  but 
amended  in  that  body. 

The  SPEAKER  s^aid,  No. 

Mr.  GILMER.  Then  the  objection  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Fillmorb]  falls  to 
the  groniid. 

The  SPEAKER  then  observed  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  that  he  was  informed  by  the  Clerk 
that  the  appropriation  bills  were  already  enrolled, 
and  it  would  be  only  necessary  to  add  to  them  such 
amendments  as  should  be  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  he  had  his  information 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  He 
would  inquire  whether  the  Speaker  did  not  mean 
to  say  engrossed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  was  informed,  upon 
specific  inquiry,  that  the  bills  were  ewrolUd, 

The  Senate  announced  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House  to  the  bill  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  postages. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  FLOYD  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  taken,  and  resulted— yeas  69, 
nays  76. 

So  the  House,  at  seven  minutes  before  7,  ad- 
journed. 


IN  SENATE, 
FaiOAT,  March  3, 1843. 

The  reading  of  the  journal  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  was  referred  the  House  biU  to  authorise 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  Richard  M.  Carter,  reported  the  same 
back,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  previous  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  above  bill  was  taken  up 
as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  indefinite  by 
postponed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
back,  with  amendments,  the  bill  from  the  House 
concerning  money  received  by  certain  public 
officers  before  they  can  be  disbursed,  and  for  other 
purposes.  Mr.  E.  said,  though  the  committee  had 
recommended  amendments,  they  could  not  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  bill.  On  his  motion,  the 
bill  was  then  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  indefinitely  postponed. 


Mr.  BATES,  from  the  Committee  on  Penpions, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Samuel 
C.  Mabson  and  Jacob  Rose.  The  reports  were 
concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

The  House  bill  making  appropriation  to  test  the 
plan  for  electro-magnetic  telegraphs,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  firom 
James  P.  Allen,  and  other  citiaens  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  petition  from  a  number  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  the  issue  of  Government 
stock,  based  on  the  public  domiin;  which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  the  adverse  re- 
ports of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  on  the  pe 
titions  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Charles  L.  Wil- 
liamson, were  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  submitted  a  communication  from  William 
W.  Hunter,  of  (he  United  S(a(es  navy,  in  relation 
to  war  steamers;  which,  on  his  motion,  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  vote  on  the 

adoption  of  the  resoludon  below  was  reconsidered, 

viz.: 

Resolvedt  That  the  Secretarr  of  War  be  directed  to  aacer- 
taio,  and  report  at  tbe  next  neMrtoD  of  Congreos,  the  value  and 


extent  of  the  claims  of  the  Weetem  Cherokeea  upon  thtf  Untied 
Scaiei^  growiag  out  of  thair  treaty  atipolaiiona. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  hy 

adding  the  following,  viz: 

That  is  to  aay.tbat  portion  of  the  Cbcrokeas  known  and  4^ 
sigoated  as  tbe  old  sestlers  west  of  the  Arkansas;  which  dainw 
are  set  forth  in  their  memorial  of  the  16ih  April,  1842,  signed 
John  Rodgers,  and  others. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  tc;  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Evaws  on  yes- 
terday, proposing  to  suspend  the  16  h  joint  rule, 
to  permit  eertain  bills  to  be  sent  to  the  other  Bouse, ' 
was  taken  up;  and,  after  being  amended,  on  his 
motion,  to  suspend  the  I7th  joint  rule  so  far  as  to 
allow  all  bills  and  resolutions  which  were  passed 
yesterday,  and  those  which  might  pass  to-day,  to 
be  presented  to  the  President  for  approval,  it  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WHITE,  the  previous  orderv 
were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  con* 
sider,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  brll  for  tbe 
relief  of  George  E.  Johnson.  After  a  few  remarks 
by  Messrs.  WHITE,  EVANS,  and  MOREHEAD, 
the  bill  was  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
EVANS.  There  being  no  further  amendment,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  the  third  time,  and 
finally  passed,  as  amended. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  extend 
the  collection  district  of  Wiseasset,**  reported  the 
same  back  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recom- 
mendation (hat  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

This  bill  was  then  taken  up,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  qnestion  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement; and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs. 
WILLIAMS,  KING,  EVANS,  WOODBRIDGB, 
and  HUNTINGTON,  the  vote  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  There  being  no  proposition 
to  amend  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  tbe  Senate, 
and  finally  passed. 

House  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  the  in- 
vestigation of  alleged  frauds  under  the  pre-emption 
laws,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  Qp» 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House,  asking 
the  Senate  to  suspend  the  16(h  and  17th  joint  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving,  and  permitting  to  be 
sent  to  the  President,  the  following  bills,  which  had 
been  amended  by  the  House,  viz: 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Wel^; 
and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  abo?e  message 
was  taken  up  for  consideration;  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  proposition  of  the  House  to  suspend  the 
joint  rules  was  amended,  by  inserting  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  B.  Lewis.  The  proposition,  in 
this  form,  was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 
PENSIONS  TO  WIDOW& 

Mr.  BATES  said,  as  most  of  the  bnsine8s.on  the 
calendar  had  been  disposed  of,  he  would  ask  & 


m^ 


CONOBKS^CmAL  Qi/m^ 


attention  or  the  BentLle  to  bill  No.  655,  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  widows  of  the  officers  and 
aoldiers  of  the  Reyolntion.  He  had  made  several 
attempts  to  bring  this  snbject  before  the  Senate,  bat 
without  efifeet;  and  he  now  made  the  motion  to 
postpone  all  the  previons  orders,  with  a  ?iew  to  take 
np  tbal  bill. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  won  Id  be  glad  if  the  Senator 
would  allow  him  to  dispose  of  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  a  poor  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  which  be  was 
convinced  would  take  up  no  time,  and  then  the 
pension  bill  could  be  called  up  immediately  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  (totfo  toee.)  Donn  give  way; 
he  means  to  vote  against  our  bill. 

Mr  BATES  said  he  could  not  consent  that 
5,000  widows  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
RevQlmion  should  give  place  for  anything  or  any- 
body. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  thought  it  unreasonable  as 
well  as  ungallant  in  his  friend  from  Alabama  to 
desire  to  make  5,000  widows  give  way  for  one 
poor  old  soldier.  Such  was  his  understanding  of 
the  gallantry  of  by-gone  day;;,  that  5,000  soldiers 
would  gladly  give  way  for  one  of  the  gentler  sex, 
and  particularly  those  standing  in  the  light  which 
these  estimable  ladies  did,  as  relicts  of  the  heroes  of 
tkm  RevoUuion. 

Mr.  KING  said  the  bill  be  desired  to  have  ae»ed 
OB,  was  for  one  who  had  done  the  State  some  ser- 
▼ioe;  while  the  widows,  who  seemed  to  claim  so 
lai^e  a  share  of  the  gentleman^  sympathy,  never 
did  any  service,  nor  did  their  husbands.  These  old 
women  had  married  over  and  over  again,  and  now 
eame  to  elalm  pensions  from  the  Gh>vemment. 
These  were  beautiful  times,  indeed,  to  make  gra- 
tuities of  half  a  million  of  dollars  to  old  women 
who  never  rendered  any  service  whatever  to  the 
country* 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.    Order. 

Mr.  KING,  (smiling.)  How  does  the  Senator 
make  out  his  point  of  orderl 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  (playfully.)  The  point  of 
order  I  make  is,  that  ike  Senator  from  Alabama 
should  speak  of  these  ladies  as  old.    It  was  not 

Sleasant  to  him  to  hear  them  thus  spoken  of;  and 
e  was  quite  sure  it  must  be  less  so  to  them.  To 
be  serious,  however,  on  this  matter,  he  bad  been 
instructed  unanimously  by  his  State  to  support  the 
jneasure;  and,  rigid  as  he  was  known  to  be  where 
all  matters  of  appropriation  were  concerned,  he 
should  vote  ror  this  bill  wiih  as  much  pleasure  as 
he  ever  did  for  anything  in  his  life.  He  did  not 
mean  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  the  pension  sys- 
tem; all  he  desired  was  to  have  some  definite  le* 
tion  on  the  hill.  These  ladies  had  before  received 
the  bounty  of  the  Govemmeni;  and  why  take  it 
Irom  them  now,  when  they  were  some  seven  or 
eight  years  older  than  they  were,  and  most  of  them 
on  the  extreme  verge  of  life?  To  refuse  tbem  this 
little  pittance,  be  held  would  be  unkind,  nnjust, 
and  ungrateful  to^  the  memory  of  their  departed 
husbands.  What  was  the  difficulty  on  this  matter? 
It  had  been  said  that  the  times  were  unpropitious; 
that  the  amount  is  large,  Ac;  yet,  they  could  sit 
and  discuss,  at  midniaht,  joint  resolutions  to  give 
thousands  upon  thousands  to  persons  who  were 
belter  paid  than  any  other  officers  under  Govern- 
neat,  while  this  body  sought  to  refuse  a  small  pit- 
tance to  those  meritorious  old  ladies— the  relicts  of 
departed  heroes  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  the  bill  might  as  well 
be  taken  up;  for  when  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
▼ania  appeared  at  the  head  of  his  five  thousand 
Widows,  he  was  a  very  formidable  opponent,  and 
not  easily  beaten. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mf .  BAonm,  to  postpone  all  the  previous  orders,  with 
a  view  te  take  up  the  bill;  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeae  93,  nays  10. 

So  the  bill  was  uken  up. 

Mr.  BATES,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  rose  and  explained  the  bill  at  some 
length,  going  into  detail,  and  pointing  out  the  ob- 
jects of  the  committee  in  the  amendments  they 
bad  proposed.  The  bill,  as  it  came  from  the 
Honae,  would  make  the  number  as  computed  from 
^1^  to  nine  thousand,  and  the  amount  required 
inrM  hate  been  somewhere  about  eight  or  nine 


hundred  thonsand  dollars.  The  amendment  of 
the  committee,  if  adopted,  would  make  the  pension 
to  extend  to  all  married  prior  to  1794,  to  com* 
mence  from  the  4th  of  March,  1643.  This  would 
place  some  A^re  or  six  thousand  on  the  list,  and, 
for  the  first  year,  would  require  between  three  and 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Very  few  of  these 
widows  were  under  the  age  of  seventy;  and  all 
knew  how  rapidly  the  sands  of  life  run  at  this  age. 
Most  of  these  ladies  bad  been  engaged  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  but  their  marriages  bad  not 
been  consummated  until  after  the  perils  of  the  Rev- 
olution had  ceased. 

Mr.  McDUFFlB.  The  Senator  seems  to  speak 
knowingly  of  these  matrimonial  engagements.  He 
(Mr.  McD.)  did  not  very  well  know  what  per- 
sonal knowledge  the  chairman  could  have  of  the 
matter;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  engagements  that 
lasted  eleven  years  were  rather  too  long. 

Mr.  McD.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  "ninety-four,"  and  inserting  ''eighty- 
three;"  so  that  no  pension  under  this  act  should  be 
paid  to  any  widow  who  was  married  to  the  revolu- 
tionary soldier  or  officer  after  the  year  1783. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  that  the  amend- 
ment, if  it  prevailed,  would  operate  a  defeat  of  the 
bill.  He  thought  it  better,  therefore,  to  take  a  dv 
reet  vote  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  to  ask  upon  what  princi- 
ple of  policy  or  justice  a  claim  could  be  set  up  by 
a  widow,  whose  marriage  had  taken  place  subse- 
quently to  the  termination  of  the  war,  to  a  pension, 
founded  upon  the  services  of  her  husband  during 
the  war.  The  husband,  during  his  life,  had  re- 
ceived a  pension,  enuring  to  her  benefit,  as  well  as 
his  own;  and  he  demanded  by  what  right  a  pension 
could  be  claimed  on  the  part  of  the  widow,  unless 
it  were  shown  that  she  had  participated  in  the 
struggle,  and  been  subjected  to  the  privations  inci- 
dent to  the  time. 

Mr.  BATES  said  pensions,  in  these  cases,  were 
claimed  upon  two  grounds.  First,  upon  the  same 
ground  upon  which  a  widow  would  be  entitled  to 
demand  and  recover  the  debt  of  her  deceased  hus- 
band. The  revolutionary  soldiers  had  never  been 
paid  for  their  services;  and  it  was  just,  therefore, 
that  their  widows  should  receive  pensions.  Another 
ground  was,  the  gratitude  doe  to  the  revolutionary 
soldiers,  who  rendered  to  their  country  the  most  im- 
portant services.  Upon  considerations  boib  of  jup- 
tice  and  gratitude,  this  Government  ought  to  oen- 
tribute  to  render  ihe  remainder  of  their  lives  com- 
fortable. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  McDnrrix  was  nega- 
tived^yeas  15,  nays  24,  as  follows: 

YEA9— MeMTs.  Archer,  Benton,  Berrien,  Calbomi,  Clay- 
ton, Dayton,  Orahani.  King,  McDuffie,  McRoberte,  MaDcnm, 
Walker,  Woodbury,  Wright,  and  Young— 15. 

NAYB— MeeiTs.  Allen,  Bagbf,  Barrow,  Bates.  Bochanav, 
Cboate,  CraAe,  Crittenden,  Evans,  Fulton,  Hunungton,  Kerr. 
Lino,  Phejpa,  Porter,  SUnmona,  Smith  orCooDecUcut,  Bmiih  or 
Indiana,  Sprafue,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wilcox,  and 
Woodbridge— 24. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Connecticut  sustained  the  bill, 
not  on  the  ground  of  a  gratuity,  but  because  the  fe- 
males of  that  day  were  all  more  or  less  compelled 
to  make  sacrifices,  and  had  besides  rendered  ma- 
terial service. 

Mr.  McROBERTS  asked  what  they  were  about 
to  dol  Here  was  an  attempt  to  expend  some  six 
or  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a  gratuity 
to  widows  of  the  Revolution.  Where  was  the 
money  to  come  f^oml  How  were  they  to  get  it? 
Was  not  the  treasury  bankrupt,  and  were  tbey  not 
now  borrowing  money  for  the' ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government?  He  would  move  to  strike  out 
**&Ye,^^  and  insert  "one"  year;  and  then  let  the  next 
Congress  do  as  it  pleased. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  16,  noes  33. 

Mr.  MERRICK  inquired  if  any  appropriation 
had  been  made  for  carrying  into  effect  the  billl 

Mr.  BATES  said  there  was  no  appropriation,  of 
course,  until  the  bill  parsed;  and,  if  it  should  pass, 
he  would  move  to  insert  |380,000. 

Mr.  YOUNG  thought  the  present  a  most  unpro- 
pitious  period  for  the  psssage  of  such  a  bill.  Here 
they  were,  at  the  close  of  a  Congress,  seeking  to 
anticipate  business  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
long  of  right  to  the  succeeding  one.    It  ivas  not 


proper  that  an  expiring  Congress— indeed,  be  might 
almost  say,  a  dead  GoMiess— «l)ould  sttenpt  to 
fix  a  system;  when  it  was Itnown  that  gi^at  ebntM 
bad  been  made  under  the  census  of  1640^  m 
ehangea,  aho,  in  their  own  body,  ^e  would,  tbnt- 
fore,  move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  (be  tibte- 
and  on  that  question  he  asked  the  yeas  and  atyg.  ' 
The  question  having  been  taken,  tfaert  appei'red 
yeas  17,  nays  99. 

TRA0— Mean.  Archer, 


Catblwrt,  Dayton,  Oraham,  King,  WB^iffie,  McRdlbeita 
TlanpaB,  WalJcer,  WiiliaiM  Wrighcaad Toaof-17. 

NAYb— MewrB.  Allen,  Barrow.  Batea,  BQcTiaoan,  Cboite. 
Crafts,  Brana,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Lino,  Mtorridc,  Pbelt*,  Poner 
BImmooe,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  apMina 
Sturgeoo,  Tallmadge,  White,  WHcox,  atid  Vtootoxl^i^^/ 

Mr.  GBAHAM  desired  to  call  the  attentioB  of 
the  Senate  to  this  subject,  conceiving,  as  be  did, 
thtt  it  involved  principles  of  importance.  Ifi 
had  commenced  with  the  soldiers,  and  that  «|a 
right;  we  had  extended  it  to  their  widows,  tndef 
that  he  did  not  so  much  complain.  And  now  bfte 
was  a  proposition  to  give  five  years*  pennoss  to 
all  those  who  married  prior  to  1794. 

Mr.  BATES.    No,  sir;  no  such  thisg  ia  the  biH. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  was  glad  to  hear  that  moj^.  h 
this  case,  no  expectations  had  been  excited,  feu 
have  already  allowed  them  fiTeyears*-peii$ioBs,nd 
now  you  are  about  to  grant  an  additional  pitaity 
of  five  years  more,  when  it  was  neither  required 
by  justice  nor  policy;  but,  abov«  all,  now— vbes 
they  were  borrowing— to  vote  #880,000  forgratuitiei, 
seemed  to  him  most  stnoge. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  as  the  House  had  ant  the  bill 
to  tbem,  it  would  have  requited  millions  of  dolIiQ 
to  have  met  all  the  cases  embraced  itt  it.  The  sob* 
ject  bad  been  carefully  considered  by  the  iatellt* 
gent  and  industrious  chainman  of  the  Conuaiilee 
on  Pensions,  who,  after  mature  delibention,  bid 
proposed  the  amendment  wh'rcb  they  had  beard. 
Mr.  A  gave,  as  an  additiooal  reason  for  bis  m- 
port  of  the  amendment  of  the  iSeoaie,  tbtt  the 
hopes  of  those  ladies  had  been  excited;  and  as  tbej 
bad  been  made  the  recipients  of  the  t>onnty  oftlie 
Government,  they  would  feel  more  keenly  tbe  de- 
privation than  thof  e  who  bad  never  enjoyed  it.  He 
should  vote  for  tbe  bill,  therefore,  not  vi>b  uy 
desire  to  extend  the  pension  system,  but  to  reliere 
those  who  had  been  taught  to  look  for  it,  tad 
which  to  refuse  now  would  be  considered  a  frier- 
ous  disappointment;  at  a  time  when,  abore  all 
others,  they  would  be  least  able  to  bear  it.  lo  bis 
opinion,  it  would  be  the  height  of  human  craelty 
to  withhold  it. 

Mr.  KING  said  tbe  Senator  from  Ohio  leemed 
to  take,  great  credit  to  himself  that  he  bad  not  ta- 
ken the  House  bill,  which  would  havegiveaavay 
millions,  but  one  that  only  cost  some  three  or  foor 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Where  was  tbe  difer* 
ence  in  principle?  For  his  own  part,  be  did  sot 
know  but  he  should  prefer  the  Houss  bill.  Where 
was  the  necessity  of  pensioning  those  who  had  al* 
ready  once  been  pensionedl  They  all  knew  bo? 
this  bill  came  to  be  passed  in  the  first  instaoee; 
and  that  it  was  from  the  importunity  of  oae  vbo 
was  herself  cut  cflf  fVom  all  its  benefits  after  it  bad 
been  passed.  On  what  principle  of  jastice  did  the 
bill  proceed?  ^f7here  was  the  merit  of  being  mar- 
ried prior  to  1794,  or  subsequent?  Why  bad  tbe 
committee  fixed  on  that  particular  period?-as 
though  It  was  a  great  merit  to  have  married  a  day 
soooer  or  a  day  later.  Was  that  the  great  sympa- 
thy of  gentlemen — to  give  all  their  bounty  to  oae 
class,  and  to  withhold  it  from  another,  on  tbe 
ground  that  to  have  extended  it  would  have  been 
too  onerous  on  the  treasury?  If  that .  be  bo,  would 
it  not  be  better  to  give  to  those  who  had  oarried 
since  1794,  and  had  never  received  it? 

Wbst  possible  excuse  could  there  be  for  giriag 
a  pension  to  one  who  marries  a  day  earlier  tbaa 
another?  Suppose  a  gentleman  goes  home  to  bii 
constituents,  and  sees  two  of  these  widows livisg ode 
by  side;  one  of  whom  Is  made  the  ledpientof  tbe 
bounty  of  tbe  Government,  because  she  fortoaately 
happened  to  marry  a  day  earlier  than  herneigbbor, 
who,  though  marrying  a  day  later,  may  have  been 
the  widow  of  a  brave  and  gaHant  officer  or  soldfeT' 
What  possible  excuse  could  there  be  for  any  soeb 
proceeding?  To  do  exact  justice,  we  must  pension 
all.    The  idea  of  a  Senator  votljig  for  sDch  a  m 
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^ftbini^  ^6  b^d  eidted  hopes,  seemed  to  him  the 
^ost  extraordinary  argament  he  ever  listened  to. 
Be  eoold  tell  i^ientlemea  that  he  knew  many  of 
(bese  viBovs  who  #ere  ladies  of  fortune;  and  yoa 
siTe  these  pensions  to  the  rich,  while  yon  exclude 
others.  The  law,  he  was  aware,  eonld  not  discrim- 
ijiate,  because  it  must  take  time  for  its  element; 
ind  he  mentioned  these  things  to  show  that  the  bill 
eoojdnot  rest  on  any  ground  of  justice  or  policy. 

This  whole  matter  of  pensions  was  wrong  in  the 
first  ihstioce.  It  is  generally  the  first  step  that 
coils.  When  the  bill  was  first  presented,  the  cry 
was  diat  these  widows  were  old  and  helpiess,  and 
ttsy  were  pensioned  for  five  years;  and  now  they 
art  oldejvand  must  be  pensioned  for  a  further  fiye 
jrear^.  What  merit  was  there  in  these  women  mar- 
rying oiltetors  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  after 
Ha  war,  that  they  should  be  entitled  to  pensions? 
Hitches  with  the  ofllcers  were  desirable,  and  highly 
eredltable  to  them;  and  they  were  very  fortunate  in 
^btidning  them.  Did  they  snff'er  any  losses  from 
Ae  marriage  aifler  the  close  of  the  war  and  ks  late 
as  1794t  or  were  Hhey  harassed  by  revolutionary 
tiDDbles?  No,  sir.  Oo  to  the  Pension  Office,  and 
fot  will  find  that  ttiost  of  these  widows  who  had 
ttUtrried  those  old  revolutionary  cffieers,  soon  af- 
ter their  deaths  provided  themselves  with  young 
husbands. 

Bir.  ALLfiN  said  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
had  gone  into  a  statement  of  some  of  the  requisites 
ofagocdiitisbaiid.     He  had  spoken  of  the  revo- 
lutionary soldier  as  being  strong,  robust,  and  able- 
bodied,  and  that  such  a  husband  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  compensation  to  any  woman 
for  enduring  privation  and  hardships  incident  to  a 
state  of  war,  without  granting  them  a  sum  of 
money  oat  of  the  public  treasury.    This  argument, 
did  not  serve  to  satisfy  him  that  a  pension  was  un- 
necessary.     The  Senator   had  slated,  also,   that 
some  of  these  widows  were  wealthy;  but  that  did 
not  alter  the  case,  in  his  estimation.    The  law 
must  necessarily  be  uniform — and  a  uniform  law 
eould  not  be  made  to  reach  the  case  of  every  indi- 
vidual.   It  eould  not  besapposed  that  a  law  which 
was  of  itself  broad  and  general,  eooM  possibly  mete 
out  exact  jastice  to  every  individual.    There  eould 
toi  be  sueb  a  law,  so  long  as  there  was  so  great  a 
diversity  aniong  the  men  upon  whom  the  law  was 
to  operftie. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  the  only  reason  he  had 
heard  offered  in  favor  of  this  bill,  which  had  any 
weight  with  him,  was,  that  these  widows  had  en- 
jdjred  their  pensions  for  tre  years  already;  and 
fliat  their  expectations  had  been  raised  that  they 
would  be  continued.  He  would  have  been  glad 
if  gentlemen  by  whotpi  this  argument  was  urged, 
had  listened  to  it  in  regard  to  the  cases  of  pensions 
in  the  navy.  The  law,  in  that  ease,  had  been  per- 
mitted to  expire;  that  law  provided  that  the  widows 
of  those  who  died  of  casualties  or  diseases  con- 
tracted in  the  service  of  the  country  should  receive 
pensions,  tt  was  intended  to  apply  to  those  who 
were  actually  the  wives  of  seamen  at  the  time  of 
service.  The  argument  could  have  no  foice,  now, 
eoming  tr^m  those  who  opposed  it  in  that  case. 
Only  464,000  was  required  in  the  ease  he  referred 
to,  to  pension  the  widows  of  those  gallant  men  who 
met  their  fate  upon  the  ocean;  the  widows  of  such 
men  as  Neale  and  Lewis — men  who  conferred 
honor  upon  their  country,- and  who  proved  that  the 
power  of  Qreat  Britain  was  not  inviucible:  these 
pensions  were  refused,  while  here  it  was  proposed 
at  one  swoop  to  appropriate  (fS80,000  to  pension 
those  who  married  soldiers  long  after  the  war  had 
terminated. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  discussion, 
at  this  stage  of  ihe  bill,  must  be  ^eaih  to  it;  and, 
if  he  were  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  and  go  into  the  discussion  of  the 
qaestion  of  the  naval  pension  fund,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  pensioning  the  widows  of  naval  officers, 
by  the  w^Tf  consumption  of  time  in  the  discussion 
the  bill  must  necessarily  be  defeated. 

His  friend  from  Alabama  was  very  much  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  because,  forsooth,  (to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  th^  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,)  all 
die  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  who  were 
married  at  any  time  previous  to  1800,  were  not  in- 
eluded.    His  expansive  benevolence  embraced  the 


whole.  He  had  told  them  that  he  would  not  vote 
for  any,  unless  the  whole  were  included.  He  (Mr. 
B)  was  not  disposed,  under  existing  circumstances, 
to  go  so  far. 

In  regard  to  the  question  now  before  them,  he 
believed  that  public  sentiment  was  far  in  advance 
of  the  action  of  Congress.  Many  of  the  State 
Legislatures  had  moved  in  the  matter;  and  he  be- 
lieved ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  of  the  people  at 
large  were  favorable  to  the  granliog  of  such  pensions 
as  now  proposed.  Every  person  could  point  to 
cases,  within  his  own  immediate  vicinity,  of  des- 
titute widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  who  are 
supported  by  the  liberality  of  their  friendf;  and 
who,  in  case  the  bill  did  not  pass,  must  go  the 
poor-house.  Although  he  was  opposed  to  extend- 
ing the  system  of  granting  pensions,  yet  he  thought 
this  a  class  of  cases  which  should  not  be  neglected. 
It  was  admitted  that  those  who  were  wives  during  the 
war  ought  to  receive  pensions;  but,  it  was  said, 
those  who  were  married  afterwards  ought  to  be  ex- 
cluded. Was  this  sol  Suppose  it  had  been  made 
optional  with  any  one  of  tho$e  gallant  men 
who  served  in  the  revolutionary  war,  whether 
he  should  receive  a  pension  during  his  own 
life,  or  whether  his  widow,  after  his  death,  should 
receive  it:  what  would  have  been  his  decis- 
ion? Every  one  of  them  would  have  said,  R&* 
lieve  the  distresses  of  the  wife  of  my  bosom.  Du- 
ring my,own  life,  I  can  afiford  her  protection  and 
support;'  but  when  that  protection  is  withdrawn— 
when  I  am  removed  by  death,  and  she  is  thrown  de- 
fenceless on  the  world — then  let  her  be  taken  under 
the  protection  of  the  Government  which  I  have 
served.  While  he  was  opposed  to  the  system  of  ex- 
tending pensions  to  new  cases,  he  thought  there 
was  much  force  in  what  was  stated  by  the  Sena- 
tors from  Massachusetts  and  Ohio.  These  widows 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  the  bounty  of  the 
Government,  and  the>  had  not  calculated  upon 
that  bounty  being  withdrawn;  and  if  it  should  be 
withdrawn,  they  would  be  left  infinitely  more  help- 
less and  dependent  than  if  they  had  never  received 
a  cent.  He  would  ask  his  friend  from  Alabama  if, 
for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  his  gratitude  towards 
his  friend  far  advanced  in  life,  he  had  taken  that 
friend  under  his  immediate  protection,  and  furnish- 
ed to  him  or  her  an  annuity  for  five  years,  whether 
he  would  consider  it  the  part  of  an  honorable  man 
to  abandon  that  friend  at  an  advanced  period  of 
life,  and  deprive  him  of  the  bounty  which  his  be- 
nevolence had  bestowedl  He  thought  to  debate 
the  bill  would  be  to  kill  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate;  when 

Mr.  McROBERTS  said  he  should  renew  his 
proposition,  which  had  failed  in  committee,  to  strike 
out  **five  years,"  and  insert  '^one  year.**  The  next 
Congress  conld  fatly  and  fairly  represent  the 
wishes  of  the  people;  and  they  ought  to  be  heard  on 
the  subject.  The  idea  of  spending  money,  when 
they  were  now  without,  and  borrowing — and  that, 
too,  on  the  eve  of  a  new  Congress  coming  in— 
was  too  monstrous  to  be  thought  of. 

[Mr.  McR.  was  prevented,  by  a  violent  cold,  and 
cough  which  aecompanied  it,  from  pioceeding.] 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  was  extremely  sorry  to 
perceive  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  was  unable, 
in  coitsequence  of  the  state  of  his  health,  to  do  jus- 
tice to  his  feelings  on  this  occasion.  He  sincerely 
sympathized  with  the  honorable  Senator,  and 
would  take  up  his  argument  just  where  the 
honorable  Senator  had  stopped.  This  expiring 
Congress,  now  in  the  agonies  of  death,  was 
continuing  to  incur  debts  for  five  years  to 
come.  It  was  like  the  blunder  committed  by 
Congress  when  they  attempted  to  recharier  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  a  period  which 
would  run  into  the  representation  under  a  new 
census  and  a  new  apportionment.  Congress  should 
do  the  legitimate  business  of  its  term,  and  nothing 
beyond.  He  thought  the  Senator  from  Illinois  bad 
taken  a  very  forcible  ground  of  objection.  He 
was  willing  to  extend  pensions  to  those  who  were 
participants  in  the  alarms,  the  dangers,  and  the 
sofferiDgs  of  the  Revolution,  being  actually  the 
wives  of  soldiers  or  officers  at  the  time;  but  he 
never  was  willing  to  extend  them  to  a  period  since 
the  Revolution.  Persons  might  be  pensioned  un- 
der this  Act,  who  were  not  born  at  the  time  of  the 


Revolution.  There  might  have  been  widows,  who 
were  married  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  born  Mnce  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis,  and  who  had  had  no  share 
whatever  in  the  perils  and  pains  of  the  war;  andyer, 
under  this  bill,  they  would  be  entitled  to  the  bounty 
of  the  Qovemmeat.  In  this  way,  the  sysieia 
might  be  carried  down  to  the  present  time.  An 
old  revolutionary  officer,  just  going  6ut  of  the 
world,  might  marry  a  young  girl  for  tie  purpose 
of  entitling  her  to  receive  a  peUMOo;  and  she  might 
live  to  draw  that  pension  for  eighty  years.  He 
thought  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
was  a  very  just  and  commendable  one;  and  bfc 
would  give  it  his  hearty  eoneurrenee. 

Mr.  ALLECI  said  he  thought  there  was  very 
great  force  in  the  remarks  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  and  the  Senator  from  Missouri  upon 
the  propriety  of  leaving  to  a  future  Congress  to 
legislate  upon  this  matter,  without  depriving  these 
widows  in  the  mean  time  of  their  pension.  He 
should  vote  for  the  motion,  believing,  as  he  did, 
that,  in  all  the  great  questions  of  money  and  power, 
the  people  should  be  fully  apd  thoroughly  repre- 
sented. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment  of  Mr.  McRobsrts,  to  strike  out  "five"  years, 
and  insert  '^one"  year;  and  decided  in  the  alRrma- 
tive— yeas  94,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meaan.  Alleo,  Archar.  Bagby,  Bayard,  BtotaiL.ABff. 
rien,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Coorad,  Crittand^,  paytontfUlton* 
Graham,  Henderson,  Linn,  McDuffie,  MeUobeKB,  Mansnm, 
Miller.  Tappan,  Walker,  WilHaiiia,  WriKh^1aDd  YoUng'-M. 

M AYS^Heaan.  Barrow,  Bataai  Bnefiuiao.  Clioaie,  CraiKa, 
Erana,  Huntington,  Kerr,  Merrick,  Morehead,  porter .  Hivea, 
Bimmone,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  flmiih  of  Indiana,  Sprakne, 
fliuigeoo,  TallmadffB,  While,  Wlteox,aodWoodbridK«H^i. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
Upon  the  passage  of  the  hill,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  as  follows: 

YEAS-BIaaara.  Allen,  Bagby,  Barrow,  Baiee,  Bvehaoaa, 
Choatfa,  CraAa,  Evana,  Fulton,  Hontingion,  Kao,  Ltoo,  Mai^ 
rick,  Miller,  Merehead,  Portar,  Sevier,  Simmooa.  Ssilih  of 
Connecticut,  Smitti  of  Indiana,  Sturgeon,  Tallmadge,  Wldta, 
Wilcox,  and  Woodbridge— 25. 

NAYS— Meaani.  BentoD,  Benieo,  Calhoun,  Glaytoa,  Ctiiaaih 
den.Cuthbert,  Dayton,  Graham,  Hendecaon,  Kin&  McDuflta, 
McRobetta,  Mangum,  Tappan,  Walker,  Wright,  and  Young 
—17. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  reeess  until  half-past  5 
o'clock.    • 

SVBNIMG  SISSIOW. 

The  PRESIDENT  jn^a  tm.  laid  before  the  body 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  Sialps, 
transmittisg  a  report  received  from  the  direcior  of 
the  mint,  and  showing  its  operations  for  the  year 
1843;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Al.«o,  a  communication  from  the  State  Depart* 
meat,  enclosing  information  in  retotiMi  to  the  eom- 
modities  imported  from  foreign  eonniries;  which 
was  ordered  to  he  printed. 

LIEUTENANT    FRBMONTnS   EXPEDITION 
TO  THE  ROOKY  MOUNTAINS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  War 
Department,  in  answer  to  a  call  heretofore  made 
for  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Fremont's  ezpe^itien 
lo  the  Rocky  llomitains. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  that  it  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate;  and  also  that  one  thousand  extra 
copies  be  printed. 

In  support  of  his  motion,  Mr.  L.  satd,  thai  in 
the  course  of  the  last  summer  a  very  interestiog 
expedition  had  been  nndertaken  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  ordered  by  Colonel  Abert,  chief  of  thie 
Topographical  Bureau,  wilh  the  sanction  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  and  executed  by  Lieutenant 
Fremont  of  the  topographical  engtaecn.  The 
object  of  the  expedition  was  to  examine  and  re- 
port upon  the  rivers  and  the  country  between  the 
frontiers  of  Missouri  and  the  base  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains;  and  especially  to  examine  the  char- 
acter, and  ascertain  the  latitude  and  laagiinde  of 
the  South  Pass,  the  great  crosstng-piare  in  these 
mountains  on  the  way  to  the  Oregon.  All  the  oh-* 
jects  of  the  expedition  haive  been  aeeomplfshed, 
and  in  a  way  to  be  beneficial  to  science,  and  in- 
structive to  the  general  reader,  as  well  as  ose/ul  to 
the  Government. 

Supplied  with  the  best  astronomical  nnd  bar* 
ometrical  instruments,  well  qualified  to  use  ikkem, 
and  accompanied  by  twenty&ve  voyagetwi,  enlisted 
for  the  purpose  at  St.  Louis,  and  trained  to  ail  the 
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lumtehips  and  dangers  of  the  prairies  and  the 
moantains,  Mr.  Fremont  lefi  the  month  of  the  Elan- 
sas,  on  the  frontiers  of  Missouri,  on  the  lOih  of 
Jone;  and,  in  the  almost  incredibly  short  space  of 
fear  months,  retarned  to  the  same  point,  without 
an  accident  to  a  man,  and  with  a  vast  mass  of  nse- 
fol  observations,  and  many  hundred  specimens  in 
Iwtany  and  geology. 

In  execating  his  instracilons,  Mr.  Fremont  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Kansas  riyer  far  enough  to  ascer- 
tain its  character*  and  then  crossed  over  to  the 
Great  Platte,  and  pursued  that  river  to  its  source  in 
the  monntains,  where  the  Sweet  Water  (a  head 
branch  of  the  Platte)  issues  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  South  Pass.  He  reached  the  Pass  on 
the  8th  of  August,  and  describes  it  as  a  wide  and 
low  depression  in  the  mountains,  where  the  ascent 
if  as  easy  as  that  of  the  hill  on  which  (his  Capitol 
stands,  and  where  a  plainly-beaien  wagon  road 
jeads  to  the  Oregon  through  the  viUey  of  Lewis's 
liver,  a  fork  of  the  Columbia.  He  went  through 
the  Pass,  and  saw  the  head-waters  of  the  Colorado, 
of  the  Gulf  of  California;  and,  leaving  the  valleys 
to  indulge  a  laudable  curiosity,  and  to  make  some 
vsefnl  obaerrations,  and  attended  by  four  of  his 
men,  he  climbed  the  loAiest  peak  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  until  then  untrodden  by  any  known  hu- 
man being;  and,  on  the  15th  of  August,  looked 
down  upon  ice  and  snow  some  thousand  feet  be- 
low, and  traced  in  the  distance  the  valleys  of  the 
Tivers  which,  taking  their  rise  in  the  same  elevated 
ridge,  flow  in  opposite  directions  to  the  Pacific 
ocean  and  to  the  Mississippi.  From  that  ultimate 
point  he  returned  by  the  valley  of  the  Great  Platte, 
following  the  stream  in  its  whole  course,  and  solv- 
ing all  questions  in  relation  to  its  navigability,  and 
the  character  of  the  country  through  which  it  flows. 

Over  the  whole  course  of  this  extended  route, 
barometrical  observations  were  made  by  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, to  ascertain  elevations  both  of  the  plains 
and  of  the  mountains;  astronomical  observations 
were  taken,  to  ascertain  latitudes  and  Icogitudes; 
the  face  of  the  country  was  marked  as  arable  or 
steril;  the  facility  for  travelling,  and  the  praciica* 
bility  of  routes,  noted;  the  grand  features  of  nature 
described,  and  some  presented  in  drawings;  milita- 
ry positions  indicated;  and  a  large  contribution  to 
geology  and  botany  was  made  in  the  varieties  of 
plants,  flowers,  shrubs,  trees,  and  grasses,  and 
locks  and  earths,  which  were  enumerated.  Draw- 
ings of  some  grand  and  striking  points,  and  a  map 
of  the  whole  route,  illustrate  the  report,  and  facili- 
tate the  understanding  of  its  details.  Bight  carts, 
drawn  by  two  mules  each,  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition; a  fact  which  attests  the  facility  of  travelling 
in  this  vast  region.  Herds  of  buffaloes  furnished 
•Qbsistenee  to  the  men;  a  short,  nutritious  grass, 
sustained  the  horses  and  mules.  Two  boys,  (one  of 
twelve^yearsof  age,  the  other  of  eighteen,!)  besides 
the  enlisted  men,  accompanied  the  expedition,  and 
took  their  share  of  its  hardships;  which  proves  that 
boys,  as  well  as  men,  are  able  to  traverse  the  coon- 
try  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  result  of  all  his  observations,  Mr.  Fremont 
had  condensed  into  a  brief  report— enough  to  make 
a  document  of  some  ninety  or  one  hundred  pages; 
and,  believing  that  this  document  would  be  of  gene- 
ral interest  to  the  whole  country,  and  beneficial  to 
science,  as  well  as  useful  to  the  Government,  I 
move  the  printing  of  the  extra  number  which  has 
been  named. 

In  making  this  motion,  and  in  bringing  this  re- 
port to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  I  take  a  great 
pleasure  in  noticing  the  activity  and  importance  of 
the  Topographical  Bureau.  Under  its  skillful  and 
Tigilant  head,  [Colonel  Abert,]  numerous  valu- 
able and  incessant  surveys  are  made;  and  a  mass 
of  information  collected  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  country  generally,  as  well  as  to  the  miHtary 
branch  of  the  public  service.  This  report  proves 
conclasively  that  the  country,  for  several  hundred 
miles  tiom  the  frontier  of  Missouri,  is  exceedingly 
beantifol  and  fertile;  alternate  woodland  and  prairie, 
and  certain  portions  well  supplied  with  water. 
It  also  proves  that  the  valley  of  the  river  Platte  has 
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a  very  rich  soil,  affording  great  facilities  for  emi- 
grants to  the  we&t  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  printiuf;  was  ordered. 

The  CHAIR  here  announced  to  the  Senate  that 
a  mistake  had  been  made  in  engrossing  the  amend- 
ments to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill.  The  amendment  adopted  by  the  Senate,  giv- 
ing; |500  additional  to  the  mail  agents  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  had  been  inadvertently  over- 
looked; and  it  was  angrossed  at  |1,000,  as  it  came 
from  the  House.  The  bill  had  been  returned  to 
the  other  House. 

Mr.  EVANS  suggested  that  the  bill  conld  be 
sent  for;  and  he  moved  an  order  directing  the  Sec- 
retary to  proceed  to  the  House,  and  announce  by 
message,  the  fact  of  the  error,  and  the  wish  of  the 
Senate  that  the  bill  should  be  returned.  This  order 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WOODBRIDGE,  the  pre* 
vious  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took 
up  for  consideration,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  commerce  on 
the  western  shores  of  Lake  Michi^pan.  The  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  having  been 
adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
finally  passed;  the  title  having  been  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  **western  shores." 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  the  Senate  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  but 
waived  the  motion  on  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  MERRICK,  on  whose  motion  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  all  mat- 
ters now  pending  before  ic 

On  motion  by  Mr.  KERR,  a  similar  discharge 
was  made  with  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents and  the  Patent  Office. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  a  similar 
discharge  was  made  with  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  a  similar  dis- 
charge was  made  with  reference  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  a  simi- 
lar discharge  was  made  with  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAYARD,  a  similar  dis- 
charge was  made  with  reference  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TALLMADGB,  a  similar 
discharge  was  made  with  reference  to  all  the  re- 
maining committees. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Ogle  Tayloe,  was  taken  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole;  and,  having  been  amended  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  KING,  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  he  engrossed  as  amended. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  bill  to  anthorize  the  re-issue  of  treasury 
note.*,  and  for  other  purposes,  having  been  returned 
from  the  House  with  a  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  authorizing  the  funding  of  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  the  notes  outstanding,  to  run 
for  twenty  years,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  amendment  authorizing 
the  funding  of  those  notes  was  one  of  considerable 
importance;  and  he  was  strongly  impressed  wiih  the 
propriety  of  insisting  on  it.  He  believed  it  was 
adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate.  He 
was  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  ground  it 
was  that  the  House  refused  to  concur.  He  was 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  law,  to  be  effective, 
should  pass  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  passed  by 
the  Senate.  If  it  could  not  pass  in  that  shape,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  it  shoold  pass  in 
some  form:  that  was  dictated  by  every  considera- 
tion of  necessity. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  concurred  in  the  propriety  of 
passing  the  bill  in  its  present  form;  and,  in  accord- 
ance with  that  sense  of  propriety,  he  moved  that 
the  Senate  insist  on  its  amendment,  and  ask  for 
a  committee  of  conference. 

The  Senate  insisted;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Chair  was  au- 
thorized to  appoint  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  consist  of  three. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana,  the  pre- 
vious orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took 


up  for  consi(4eration,  as  in  committee  of  the  wkoh. 
House  bill  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  aU 
of  certain  lands  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  MiSi 
gan,  ceded  by  the  Wyandot  Indiana,  and  fot  o^ 
purposes."  ^^ 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Indiana  explained  the  profl. 
sions  of  the  bill;  it  was  to  authorize  the  sale  of  tW 
lands  acquired  by  treaty  from  the  Wyandot 
Indian.««. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  by  which  the  land  of  the  Wyandot  haiaat 
was  ceded,  the  United  States  stipulated  to  pay  thoie 
Indians  for  their  improvements  such  snm  a8,Qpoa 
appraisement,  they  were  found  to  be  worth;  die  uv 
praisers  to  be  appointed  by  the  United  States.  TliSe 
appraisers  had  awarded  to  the  Indians  1125,957  31. 
Mr.  W.  said  the  Secretary  of  War  had  recom- 
mended an  appropriation  to  cover  the  amotmt  cf 
the  award.  He  therefore  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
under  consideration,  with  an  additional  seetioa, 
appropriating  fer  that  purpose  the  sum  of  iioll 
957  31.  He  remarked  that  |20,000  had  been  it 
ready  appropriated  for  the  purpose.  Thisaoioiuit 
would  make  up  the  fall  award. 

Mr.  KING  was  opposed  to  paying  sacfa  an  enat- 
mous  sum.  They  were  told,  in  the  di.<cD8sion  on 
the  appropriation  to  pay  for  the  land,  that  the 
amount  required  to  pay  for  these  imptovementi 
would  not  be  more  than  $20,000.  Tlie  sam  paid 
for  the  land  was  enormous.  Having  approved  of 
the  snm  stipulated  for  the  land,  they  were  now 
called  upon  to  appropriate  more  than  |125,000  for 
the  improvements  of  a  handful  of  Indians,  which 
could  not  have  been  anything  but  huts  and  a  few 
fruit  trees.  This  sum  was  most  enormous— aaleas, 
indeed,  those  Indians  were  even  more  cirilixed 
than  the  ^' bites  on  the  frontiers,  and  had  erected 
for  themselves  ."(plendid  tenements,  and  laid  oit 
pleasure-grounds,  abonndins  with  beaatifol  shrab- 
bery,  and  fountains,  dbc.  Who  wonld  nndertab 
to  say  that  such  was  the  case?  No  one.  Who 
were  the  agents,  and  by  whom  were  they  appoiau 
ed,  who  had  awarded  such  an  unreasonable amotut 
for  the  mere  huts  of  a  handful  of  Indians? 

Mr.  WHITE  replied  that  Moses  H.  Eirbj  and 
John  Waters  were  the  agents— one  of  wboia,  he 
knew,  was  reputed  to  be  a  most  highoioded  aid 
honorable  man.    The  other  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  KING  continued  his  remarks,  at  soise 
length,  against  the  amendment.  He  consideied 
the  award  a  frand.  He  hoped  the  amendDeat 
would  not  be  agreed  to,  on  the  limited  informatioB 
they  now  posses>ed.  He  was  as  williniaadas 
ready  to  do  justice  to  the  red  man  as  the  white; 
but  he  could  not  sanction  such  an  award,  belieTiog 
it  to  be  a  frand  on  tbe  Government.  No  mm  in 
his  sense?,  who  knew  anything  of  the  Indian  char- 
acter, their  mode  of  livings,  and  the  nature  of  the 
improvements,  could  believe,  for  a  moment,  that 
those  improvements  were  worth  anytbiog  like  the 
amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  should  not  have  selected  such  men  as  woold 
do  injustice  to  the  United  States.  But  the  appruKR 
had  been  selected  according  to  the  stipolatioas 
of  the  treaty;  and  they  had  made  an  award.  How 
could  they  help  themselves?  Thry  most  falfiltheir 
contract  with  the  Indians.  The  United  Stales  con- 
tracted under  the  treaty  to  pay  such  sum  for  the 
improvements  of  those  Indians,  as  appraisers,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Goverment,  should  award  to  them. 
The  United  States  had  exercised  her  rights  osder 
the  treaty — had  appointed  appraisers  to  protect  her 
interests.  They  have  made  the  award.  He  (Mr.T.) 
would  rather  pay  $100,000,000  than  consent  to  a 
violation  of  treaty  btipulaiion  by  this  Government 
with  the  humblest  tribe  of  Indians.  If  (here  bad  been 
proper  officers  appointed,  it  woold  have  been  man* 
aged  better.  If  the  people  did  not  wish  to  be  sad* 
died  with  such  enormous  awards,  they  most  see 
and  know  whom  they  put  into  power.  The  Wyaa- 
dots  were  the  innocent  party;  they  were  not  instni- 
mental  in  placing  those  men  in  office.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  amendment  would  prevail. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  this  amendment  had  been  dis- 
cussed two  or  three  times  before;  he  hoped  the  Sen- 
ate would,  iheiefore,  take  a  vote  upon  it.  It  was  of 
th<-  utmost  importance  that  the  Senate  shonld  pro- 
ceed with  other  business. 
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Blr.  WHITE  said  he  felt  no  farther  lAterest  in 
tbtf  ffittlar,  than  a  desire  that  the  United  States 
sboaid  fbMl  its  tretty  obligations. 

Bfr.  MeDUFFIB  said  be  did  not  regard  this  as 
an  arbitration  at  all.  There  was  no  judgment 
binding  on  the  United  States.  It  wns^  in  fact, 
iMiely  an  <«  f«r|e  investigation  for  the  tnforma- 
tiott  of  the  mind  of  the  EzecatlTe. 

Iftr.  SEVIER  endeavored  to  f^how  that  it  was 
an  aibitrament  binding  on  the  United  States. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendnfot,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  TAPPAN  remarked  that  it  was  vnwise  to 
jiasB  a  bill  to  sell  lands  which  they  htd  not  pes- 
■Mion  of.  They  eonid  not  get  possession  of  the 
lan^  nntil  e^ery  provision  of  the  treaty  was  ful- 
filled. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  read 
lie  third  tlm«,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BATBiS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  back,  without  amendment,  and  with  a 
jeeommendatiott  that  it  do  pas?.  House  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Ellery;*'  and  on  his 
motion,  it  was  taken  up,  and  considered  as  in  com- 
BUttee  of  the  whole,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
lUially  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  King,  which  had  been  returned  from 
the  House  with  an  amendment,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  amendment  was  concnrred  in. 

The  joint  resololion  from  the  House,  explana- 
tory of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  King,  was 
taken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  considered, 
iefN>rted  to  the  Senate,  and  finally  pafsed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Senate  took  up 
for  consideration  the  message  from  the  House  re- 
. turning  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill, 
with  certain  disagreeing  votes.  The  one  was  a  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  resior- 
iog  the  Congress  printing,  for  this  Congress  alone, 
to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  joint  re5olntion  of  1819— 
that  is,  to  allow  Gales  db  Seaton,  printers  to  the 
House,  and  Thomas  Allen,  printer  to  the  Senate, 
twenty  per  cent,  over  the  prices  they  contracted  to 
do  the  printing  for. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  Senate  insist  on 
all  its  amendments,  and  ask  a  committee  of  coofer- 
ence. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  except  the  amend- 
ment giving  twenty  pei^  cent,  additional  for  Uie  Con* 
gress  printing,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
it    They  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wished  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind 
thai  at  10  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  last  night  of  the 
session,  they  were  called  to  vote  on  a  proposition 
to  give  to  Gales  db  Seaton  and  Thomas  Allen, 
printers  to  this  Congress,  twenty  per  cent,  more 
than  they  agreed  to  give  them  in  the  contract  for 
doing  the  Congress  printing.  If  there  was  any  jus- 
tice in  giving  more  than  the  contract  called  for, 
why  did  not  the  party  (the  Whig  party)  which  was 
friendly  to  the  proposition,  go  a  little  farther,  and 
give  fifteen  per  cent,  to  Blair  db  Rive«  for  execu- 
ting the  printing  of  the  last  Congress.  Those  gen- 
tlemen executed  the  printing  for  fifteen  percent, 
below  the  prices  of  the  resolution  of  1819 — and  fif- 
teen per  cent,  less  ihan  was  now  proposed  to  give 
the  present  printers.  Where  was  the  justice  in 
such  proccedingl 

The  question  on  insisting  on  this  amendment 
was  thai  pnt,  and  decided  in  the  afilrmative— ^yeas 
S6,  nays  90,  as  follows: 


Arehert  Barrow,  Baieii,  Bayard,  Berrton, 
Cboata,  ClmTton,  Conrad,  Crittandeo,  Da^too,  Rrum^  Oiabam, 
Benderaon,  Kerr,  BfaDgum,  Merrick,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelpa, 
Farter,  Simmona,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spragve,  Tajiroadge, 
While,  and  Woodtaridge— 26. 

NAYS— Meana.  Alien,  BagtVi  Benton,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Cnthbert,  Pulton,  King,  Linn,  McDnffle,  McRobertB,  Sevier, 
Bmlih  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  WaUcer,  Wilcox, 
Williama,  Woodhniy,  and  \l^igh^-20. 

The  Senate  then  insisled  on  its  amendment,  giv- 
ing Thovkaa  Allen  and  Blair  dk  Rives  the  fall  price 
for  the  printing  of  the  Gompendinm  to  the  Sixth 
Census. 

The  Senate  then  Raeded  from  its  amendment 
legalising  the  appointment  of  certain  daks  in  the 
State  Department, 

On  motion  hy  Bfr.  EVANS,  the  Chair  was  au- 
thoriaed  to  appoint  three  conferees  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  confer  with  a  like  namhcr  on  the 


part  of  the  House,  touching  the  disagreeing  votes 
on  the  remainder  of  the  amendments. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  a  committee  of 
conference  was  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  meet  a 
like  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  con- 
sider the  disagreeing  votes  between  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage  to  the 
Federal  coin. 

THB  MISSION  TO  CHINA. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  previous  or^ 
ders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  op  for 
consideration,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the 
bill  to  provide  the  means  for  future  Intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Government  of 
China,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Repreeentativee 
of  the  United  Siatee  qf  America  in  Congreee  aasenMedf 
That  the  aum  of  forty  ihouaand  dollars  be,  and  the  eame  ia 
herebr,  appropriated  and  placed  at  the  dieponl  of  the  Preaident 
of  the  tlnltM  Siaiea,  to  enable  him  to  eatabliah  the  future  com- 
mercial relaiiona  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chineae 
empire  on  terms  of  national  eouaJ  reciprocity;  the  mid  sum  to 
he  accounted  for  br  the  Preaident,  under  the  restrict  lone  and  in 
the  mAuner  prescribed  by  the  act  of  1st  of  July,  1790,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  the  means  of  intercourse  twiween  the 
United  Btateaand  foreign  nations." 

Mr.  WRIOHT  desired  to  know  why  so  large 
a  sum  as  |40,000  was  necessary  to  be  appropriated 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  would  answer  the  in- 
quiry of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The 
question  was  a  very  fair  and  reasonable  one,  and 
one  which  he  had  anticipated.  The  bill  provided 
that  f40,000  should  be  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pore  of  establishing  a  commercial  intercourse  with 
China.  Il  was  not  intended  that  the  salary  of  the 
minister,  or  agent,  tpgeiher  with  his  ouifit,  should 
exceed  |18,000,the  amount  usually  appropriated  for 
such  purposes.  But  it  would  be  perceived  that 
there  was  a  considerable  variance  between  this  and 
other  cases,  by  reason  ot  the  remoteness  of  the 
country  to  which  our  agent  was  to  be  sent.  The 
object  could  hardly  be  accomplished  in  a  single 
year;  indeed,  from  the  singular  usages  of  the  peo- 
ple of  China,  it  was  not  certain  in  what  manner 
our  minister  would  be  received;  and  a  sum,  there- 
fore, much  larger  thaa  the  ordinary  outfit  of  a  min- 
ister would  be  required.  A  provision  would  have 
to  be  made  for  an  interpreter;  and  it  was  very  well 
known  to  the  Sesate  that,  in  our  intercourse  hith* 
erto  with  Mahometan  countries,  it  bad  always 
been  necessary  to  bestow  presents.  It  could  not 
be  known  for  what  length  of  time  the  negotiations 
would  be  ia  progress.  Supposing  them  to  occupy 
two  years,  this  appropriation  would  be  insufficient. 
This,  he  thought,  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  in- 
quiry of  the  gentleman  from  New  York;  and  he 
hoped  this  bill,  to  which  he  thought  very  great  im- 
portance should  be  attached,  would  meet  the  gen- 
eral approval  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  said  the  explanation  was  not  at 
all  satisfactory  to  him,  as  to  the  necessity  for  ap- 
propriating so  large  a  sum.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  same  argument  would  require  that  they  should 
appropriate  for  a  minister  to  England  a  sum  suf- 
ficient for  the  whole  time  he  was  to  be  kept  there. 
The  appropriation  for  an  agent  in  China  could  be 
voted  evcfy  year,  in  the  same  mariner  as  appropri- 
ations for  ministers  at  ail  foreign  courts. 

Mr.  BENTON  took  many  objeotions  to  this  mis- 
sion, to  the  biU  which  provided  for  it,  and  to  the 
motives  in  which  it  was  founded.  He  considered 
the  mission  unnecessary  for  any  public  purpose; 
he  held  the  bill  to  be  frandalently  contrived,  to 
cheat  the  Senate  out  of  its  control  over  the  ap- 
pointments nnder  it,  and  to  hide  the  waste  of  the 
money  it  appropriated;  and  he  considered  the  mo- 
tives for  the  mission  to  be  wholly  personal  and  in- 
dividual, and  invented  as  an  indemnification  to 
one  person  for  vacating  his  place  for  the  benefit  of 
another. 

That  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  treaty  with 
China,  was  proved  by  the  fact  that  our  trade  with 
that  country  had  been  going  well  without  one  for 
half  a  oentury,  aad  was  now  growing  and  increas- 
ing constantly.  It  was  a  trade  conducted  on  the 
simple  and  elemenury  principle  of  *'&ere  ft  one," 
and  **l(b«rf  ft  ik§  elftar**— all  ready-money  and  hard- 
money  work-Hio  credit-system,  no  paper*money. 
For  a  long  Uum  this  trade  took  nothing  but  silver 
doUan.    At  preaent  it  is  taking  some  other  arti- 


cles, and  especially  a  goodly  quauiity  of  Ilissoori 
lesd.  This  has  taken  place  without  a  treaty,  and 
without  an  agent  at  $40,000  expense.  All  things 
are  going  on  well  between  us  and  the  Chinese.  Our 
relations  are  puiely  commercial,  conducted  on  the 
simplest  principles  of  trade,  and  unconnected  with 
political  views.  China  has  no  political  connexion 
with  us.  She  is  not  within  the  system,  or  circle,  of 
American  policy.  She  can  have  np  designs  upon 
us,  or  views  in  relation  to  os;  and  we  have  no  need 
of  a  minister  to  watch  and  observe  her  conduct. 
Politically  and  commercially,  the  mission  is  use- 
less. Religiously,  it  most  be  still  more  so;  and 
even  if  our  form  of  government  admitted  ol  mis« 
sione  to  propagate  the  faith,  an  unfrocked  priest 
would  not  be  the  instrument  to  do  it.  The  mission 
is  not  created  for  the  public  service,  but  for  an  in- 
dividual. The  gentleman  is  "eut  mid  dHed**  who 
is  to  have  it.  It  is  made  for  a  man;  and  he  is 
waiting  to  take  the  place  the  insiani  it  is  cre- 
ated. 

The  bill  was  a  studied  fratid.    It  provided  for 
sending  an  agent  to  China,  without  fixing  his  grade 
or  compensatioc:  it  placed  |40,000  in  his  hands, 
and  exempted  him  from  accounting  for  ii.    It  was 
fraudulent  in  three  potnt&:  in  the  appointment  of 
the  agent — in  the  amount  of  his  salary— and  in 
the  accountability  for  his  expenditures.     By  ihe 
Constitution,  all  ministers  are  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Senate;  but   this    minister   to    China  is  to  hie 
called  an  agent,  and  sent  out  by  the  President  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Senate;  and  thus,  by  impos- 
ing a  false  name  upon  the  minister,  defrau  1  the 
Senate  out  of  their  control  over  the  appointment. 
The  enormity  of  the  sum  shows  that  the  mission  is 
to  be  more  expensive  than  any  one  ever  sent  from 
the  United  States;  and  that  it  is  to  be  one  of  the 
first  grade,  or  of  a  higher  grade  than  any  known  in 
our  country.    Nine  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
and  the  same  for  an  outfit,  is  the  highest  compen- 
sation known  to  our  service;  yet  this  |40:000  mis- 
sion may  double  that  amount,  and  still  the  minis- 
ter be  only  called  an  sg^nt,  for  the  purpose  of  cheat- 
ing  the  Senate  out  of  its  control  over  the  appointment. 
The  bill  is  fraudulent  in  relation  to  the  compemaiion 
to  be  Kiven  to  this  ambassadorial  agent.    No  sum 
is  fixed,  but  he  is  to  take  what  he  pleases  for  him* 
selt  and  ms  suite.    He  and  they  are  to  help  them- 
selves; and,  from  the  amount  allowed,  they  may 
help  themselves  liberally.    In  all  other  cases,  sala* 
ries  and  compensations  are  fixed    by  law,  and 
graduated  by  time;  here,  there  is  no  limit  either  of 
money  or  time.    This  mission  goes  by  the  job- 
forty  thousand  dollars  for  the  job^without  regard 
to  time  or  cost.    A  summer's  work,  or  a  year's 
work,  it  is  all  the  same  thing^t  is  a  job,  and  is 
evidently  intended  to  enable  a  gentleman,  who 
loves  to  travel  in  Europe  and  Asia,  to  extend  his 
travels  to  the  Celestial  Empire  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  write  a  book.   The  settlement 
of  the  accounts  is  a  fraud  upon  the  treasury.    In 
all  cases  of  foreign  missions,  except  where  secret 
services  are  to  be  performed,  and  rpies  and  inform- 
ers   to  be  dealt  with,    the   accounts  are  lettled 
at  the  Treasury  DeparttLen),  by  the  proper  account- 
ing officers;  when  secret  services  are  to  be  covered, 
the  fund  out  of  which  they  are  paid  is  then  called 
the  contingent  foreign  intercourse  fund;  and  are 
settled  at  the  State  Department,  upon  a  simple  cer- 
tificate that  the  money  has  been  applied  according 
to  its  intention.    It  was  in  this  way  that  the  no- 
torious John  Henry  obtained  his  (50,000  during 
the  late  war;  and  that  rarions  other  sums  have 
been  paid  out  to  secret  agents  at  dififlerent  timcfi. 
To  this  I  do  not  object.    Every  Government,  in 
its   foreign  intercourse,  must    have  recourse  to 
some    agents,   and   have   the   benefit   of    some 
services,  which  would  be  defeated  if  made  public; 
and  which  must,  therefore,  be  veiled  in  secrecy, 
and  paid  for  privately.    This  must  happen  in  all 
€K>vemments;  but  not  so  in  this  case  of  the  Chinese 
mission.    Here,  secrecy  is  intended  for  what  our 
own  minister,  his  secretary,  and  his  whole  suite,  are 
to  receive.  Not  only  what  they  may  give  in  bribes 
to  Chinese,  but  what  they  take  in  pay  to  themselves, 
is  to  be  a  secret.      All  is  secret  and  irresponsible! 
And  it  will  not  do  to  assimilate  this  mission  to  the 
oldest  Government  in  the  world,  to  the  anomalous 
and  aaonymom  miaaions  to  revolutionary  eovntriaa. 
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Such  ao  analogy  has  been  attempted  in  defence  of 
this  mianon,  and  Soaih  American  examples  cited; 
bat  the  cases  are  not  analogous.  Informal  agen- 
eics,  with  secret  objects,  are  proper  to  rrvolation- 
ary  objects ;  bat  here  is  to  be  a  public  mission,  and 
an  imposing  one — the  grandest  ever  sent  out  from 
the  United  States — and  tbe London  mission  vacated, 
in  order  to  supply  the  man  that  is  to  fill  it.  To 
attempt  to  asaimiiate  such  a  mission  to  a  John 
Henry  case,  or  to  a  South  American  agency,  is 
absurd  and  impudent;  and  is  a  fraud  upon  tbe  sys- 
tem  of  accountability  to  which  all  our  missions 
are  subjected. 

The  expense  of  tbe  mission  is  great  and  un  par  al- 
idad. It  is  doable  the  expense  of  a  mission  to  the 
ilfst  courts  of  Europe;  and,  besides  that,  involves 
tbe  expense  of  a  new  minister  to  England.  The 
Chinese  minister  and  saite  are  to  have  $40,000;  the 
|{pntleman  who  goes  to  London  in  place  of  Mr. 
Everett  will  have  near  |20.000.  That  gentleman 
is  to  fre  the  Secretajry  of  Sta*e;  and  thns  |€0,000  are 
to  be  paid  to  get  him  to  London!  to  get  a  gemle- 
man  to  London,  whose  name  cannot  be  submitted 
to  the  Senate  for  that  appointment.  I  repeat  it: 
this  whole  conception  of  a  Chinese  mission,  now 
brought  forward  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
our  coantry,  is  a  contrivance  to  vacate  the  London 
mission,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  order  to  fi^l 
it  with  a  gentleman  who  m*ght  not  be  able  to  pass 
the  Senate.  This  is  the  object !  and  |60,000  for 
such  an  object,  when  the  treasury  is  bankrupt,  is 
attempted— when  retrenchment  is  proclaimed — 
and  when  121  per  centum  is  proposed  to  be  taken 
from  the  salaries  of  all  officer?,  civil,  naval,  and 
military  t 

I  repeat  it :  this  mission  is  not  created  for  the 
country,  but  invented  for  a  man;  and  he  is  now 
waiting  to  take  it,  and  to  go  and  bump  his  head 
nineteen  times  against  the  ground,  in  order  to  pur- 
chase the  privilege  of  standing  up  before  his  Celes- 
tial Majesty. 

And  this  is  our  work  in  the  last  night  of  this 
Congress.  It  is  now  midnight:  and,  like  the  mid- 
night which  preceded  the  departure  of  the  elder 
Adams  from  the  Qoveinment,  the  whole  time  is 
spent  in  making  and  filling  ofiices.  Providing  for 
favorites,  and  feeding  out  of  tbe  public  %ib,  is  tbe 
only  work  of  those  whose  brief  reign  is  drawing  to 
a  close,  and  who  have  been  already  compelled  by 
public  sentiment  to  undo  a  part  of  their  work. 
jThe  bankrupt  act  is  repealed  by  the  Congress  that 
made  it;  the  distribution  act  has  shared  the  same 
fate;  and,  if  they  had  another  session  to  sit,  the 
mandamus  act  against  the  States,  the  habeas  cor- 
pus against  the  States,  this  Chinese  mission,  and 
all  the  other  acts,  would  be  undone.  It  would  be 
the  true  realization  of  the  story  of  the  queen  who 
unravelled  at  night  the  web  that  she  wove  during 
the  day.  As  it  is,  enough  has  been  done  and  un- 
done to  characterize  this  Congress — to  entitle  it  to 
the  name  of  Ulysses'  wife— not  because  (like  the 
viitttoas  Penelope)  it  resisted  seduction — but  be- 
cause, like  her,  its  own  hands  unravelled  its  own 
work. 

Mr.  ARCHER  desired  to  say  a  very  few  words, 
in  order  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  tbe  Senator 
from  Missouri,  who  seemed  so  exceedingly  dis- 
tuibed  at  the  idea  that  the  formation  of  commercial 
relations  with  China  coald  only  be  purchased  at 
the  price  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  dignity  of  this  coun- 
try in  the  person  of  our  ambassador.  He  could 
assare  the  honorable  Senator  that  the  sacrifices 
which  his  patriotic  enthusiasm  bad  led  him  to  ap- 
prehend were  not  likely  to  be  realized.  It  was 
perfectly  true,  as  the  honorable  Senator  had  stated, 
(for  be  was  seldoio  mistaken  in  historical  matters,) 
that  hitherto  sacrifices  of  dignity,  amounting  to 
Ignominy,  bad  been  required  by  that  nation;  but 
1^  bad  the  pleasure  of  informing  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Missouri  that  the  treaty  stipula- 
tions between  that  coantry  and  Great  Britain  pro- 
vide for  the  abolition  of  those  ceremonies. 

[Mr.  BurroM .  Very  good  I  and  our  minister 
can  creep  in  behind  tbe  British  minister,  and  claim 
the  protection  of  dueen  Victoria's  petticoats.] 

The  honorable  Senator  himself,  he  was  sure,  if 
he  would  condescend  to  accept  the  mission,  would 
be  enabled  to  render  to  this  country  tbe  signal  ser- 
vice of  opening  a  trade  with  three  hundred  and 


fifty  millions  of  people,  without  any  such  sacrifice 
of  dignity — without  so  much  as  a  single  bump  of 
the  head.  But,  seriously,  be  would  appeal  to  tbe 
whole  Senate  to  say  whether  it  was  not  desirable 
to  negotiate  commercial  arrangements  with  China, 
especially  as  she  had  expressed  a  desire  to  extend 
to  this  country  the  benefits  of  trade  up^>n  equal 
terms  with  Qreat  Britain.  He  put  it  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  how 
he  could  reconcile  it  with  his  ideas  of  justice  to  this 
country,  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  effecting 
an  object  so  desirable?  The  ezpens^e  would  not  be, 
in  any  considerable  degree,  greater  than  that  of 
establishing  intercourse  with  other  nations.  There 
need  be  no  apprehensions  on  the  score  of  a  mis- 
application of  the  Qioney.  It  was  not  to  be  in  tbe 
character  of  an  ordinary  mission;  it  was  an  extra- 
ordinary mission;  and  in  consideration  of  tbe  dis- 
tance, and  the  peculiar  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  be  necessary  that  a  larser  sum 
should  be  appropriated  for  its  expenses  than  was 
required  for  ordinary  missions.  The  Senator  most 
see  that  the  mission,  in  itself,  was  a  matter  of  great 
importance;  and,  if  successful,  would  result  in  the 
attainment  of  areat  advantages  to  this  country. 

Mr.  BENTON  thought  they  had  enough  to  do, 
without  meddling  with  the  Celestial  Empire. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  to  Isy  the  bill  upon  the 
table. 

Upon  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken 
as  follows: 

TEAS— MeMEs.  Ba^gby,  Bayard,  Benton,  Conrad,  Cothbert, 
Fulton,  Henderson,  Linn, McRobert*,  Man^um,  Miller,  Porter, 
B^vier,  trmith  or  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan,  White,  and 
Wrlgt»t-ia 

NAY8— Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Buchanan, 
Choaie,  Clayton,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans,  Graham, 
Huntington,  Kerr,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Rives,  Bimroona,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Spragne,  Tallmadge,  Woodbridge,  and  Woodbury— 
24. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  "reciproeity" — the  effeet  of  which  would 
be  to  leave  the  appropriation  without  any  restric- 
tion. 

Upon  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ta- 
ken, resulted  as  follows: 


YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bagby,  Bayard,  Benton,  Cuthbert, 
ulton,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  McRoberts,  Mangum,  Mil- 
ler, Porter,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 


White,  and  Wright-19. 

NAYS— Mevrn.  Archer,  Barrow,  Bates,  Berrien,  Buchanan, 
Ctxoate,  Clayton,  Conrad,  Crafts,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Evans, 
Graham,  Huntington,  Kerr,  McDuffie,  Morehead.  Pbclps,  Rives, 
Simmons,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  and  Wood- 
bridge-24. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  being  himself  friendly 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  wish^  to  see  it  contain 
certain  limitations; — they  could,  at  all  events,  do 
no  harm.  One  which  be  would  propose  was,  to 
provide  that  the  compensation  to  be  given  to 
any  one  person  should  not  exceed  |9,000. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  be  ahonld  have  no  sort  of 
objection  to  tbe  introduction  of  such  an  amend- 
ment, except  that  it  would  lead  to  tbe  necessity  of 
sending  the  bill  back  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; and,  if  tbe  gentleman  would  refer  to  the  act 
by  which  these  appropriationa  were  restricted,  he 
would  find  that  his  object  was  already  attained  by 
tbe  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  the  reason  why  he 
thought  it  better  to  introduce  into  this  bill  the  spe- 
cific provision,  was,  that  the  act  which  was  referred 
to  had  expired. 

Mr.  WALKER  aaid  there  could  be  no  possible 
difference  where  reference  was  made  to  a  partic- 
ular act,  whether  that  act  bad  expired  or  not.  The 
provisions  of  the  act  referred  to  wonld  apply,  by 
whatever  name  the  agent  might  be  designated; — 
whether  he  might  be  called  commis8iener»  agent, 
or  ambasaador,  the  provisions  of  the  act  would  ap- 
ply as  strictly  as  if  they  were  embodied  in  tbe  new 
act. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  this  was  precisely  his  view, 
and  he  did  not,  therefore,  conceive  an  amendment 
to  be  necessary.  If,  however,  it  was  thought  re- 
quisite, he  had  not  the  slightest  objection  that  it 
should  be  so  amended. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  langnage  of  tbe  bill  was 
studiously  ambignons.  Whether  the  person  to  be 
employed  was  to  be  a  commissioner,  a  charg€,  or 
an  agent,  was  not  expressed.  He  now  desired  to 
know  whether  it  was  to  be  nnderatood  that  the 


person  or  persons  to  be  appointed,  were  to  be  ap* 
pointed  by  tbe  President  without  the  eonsant  of  ibe 
Senate. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  he  had  to  answer  to  that, 
that  the  gentleman  himself  was  just  as  competent 
to  inform  the  Senate  upon  thi«  point  as  be  (Mr. 
Archer)  was.  He  had  no  information  regarding 
ii;  but  he  would  put  it  to  the  honorable  Benatnr  to 
say  of  what  importance  the  designation  of  the  par- 
son was,  provided  tbe  salary  was  restricted  ao  as 
net  to  exceed  |9,000.  Would  it  be  any  gratifica- 
tion to  the  gentleman,  if  he  informed  kim.  tbM  be 
was  to  be  called  pleoipotentiaryl 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  deemed  himself  anffi- 
ciently  justified  by  the  answer  of  tbe  honosable 
Senator  in  making  the  inquiry.  He  did  not  sayact 
that  that  Senator  was  coanisant  of  tbe  coinnseh 
of  the  framerscf  that  bill  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  a 
curiosity  to  know  who  it  was  that  was  to  be-aent 
upon  this  mission,  and  it  was  his  right  to  mquiae. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  sit  there  and  aae  the  Seoaie 
defrauded  cf  the  rights  which  belonged  to  it,  in  paa»> 
ing  upon  an  appointment  of  the  highest  grade  in 
the  gift  of  the  Governmeni,  where  |40,000  waa  lo 
be  appropriated,  and  without  any  accountability. 

Mr.  CONRAD  said  be  would  make  a  motion, 
which  would  obviate  the  objection  of  the  bonorabVe 
Senator.  He  submitted  a  motion,  to  the  effeet 
that  no  agent  be  appointed  without  tbe  conasnt  «f 
the  Senate. 

Upon  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  takan, 
as  follows: 


YEAS— Mewfi.  Allen,  Archer.  Bagby,    Bayaid,    . 

Calhoun,  Cunrad,  Crafu,  Criiienden,  Uuibbert,  Dajton,  Fat 
inn,  Graham,  Henderson,  King,  Linn,  HcRotMcta,  Xfangam, 
Merrick,  Miller,  Phelps,  Porter,  Rires,  Spra^oe,  Sturaaon, 
Tappan,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  Woodbury,  aod  miglit 
-31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barrow,  Bates,  Choate,  Clayton,  Evana, 
Kerr,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tallmadge,  aod  Woodbrkiga^9. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate;  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House,  inform- 
ing the  Senate  that  the  House  adhered  to  iu  disa- 
greement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
civil  and  diploma'ie  appropriation  bill,  and  had 
agreed  to  a  Committee  of  Conference. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  tbe  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing 
vote  of  tbe  House  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  treasury  note  biU,  authorizing  the  funding  of 
three  and  a  half  millions  of  treasury  notes,  report- 
ed that  tbe  conferees  on  tbe  part  of  the  two  Houses 
bad  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  House  to  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate;  and  to  the  Senate  to  agree  to  an  amend- 
ment to  tbe  amendment,  providing  that  any  stock 
issued  to  lieu  of  the  treasury  notes  falling  dne  shall 
be  redeemable  in  ten  years. 

Tbe  Senate  concurred  in  tbe  report  of  tbe  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MERRICK  now  moved  that  tbe  Senate 
proceed  to  tbe  consideration  of  exccative  busi- 
ness. 

BILL  NO.  548. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  hoped  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  would  permit  him  to  make  a  motion  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  from  the 
House  (No.  548)  which  had  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  fiietrenehment,  with  several  amend- 
ments. This  was  the  last  chance  that  wonld  oIRr 
for  taking  it  up. 

Mr.  MERRICK  said  be  could  not  yiekl;  548 
could  be  disposed  of  after  j hey  had  finished  the  ex- 
ecutive business. 

[This  was  the  last  that  the  reporters  heard  of  bill 
No.  548.] 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Mxbmck  was  then  agreed  lo; 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  executive 
business.  After  f  ome  time  spent  therein,  the  Sen- 
ate resumed  legislative  business. 

The  door  leading  to  tbe  reporter's  gallery  not 
having  been  opened  for  8om«  time  after  the  Senate 
resumed  legislative  business,  the  reporters  are  nn- 
able  to  state  precisely  what  occurred  betwieen  the 
resumption  of  business  and  the  admission  of  the 
reporters  to  the  gallery.    When  they  entered, 

Mr.  KING  was  on  the  floor,  denouaning,  with 
much  warmth,  the  proposition  to  gire  the  prinlen 
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of  (lie  present  Cosgccss  5^  per  cent,  more  for  ez- 
acotuig  Uk  pabUe  priming  than  ihey  had  contract- 
ed for.  He  looked  upon  it  as  a  most  corropt  pro- 
^t6(liog<-4t  robbery  committed  npon  the  pockets  of 

thepeopl«.  .  :,  ^     . 

Xbe  xapoiters  now  understood  that  it  was  the 
leport  of  the  Cbmmiitee  of  Conference  on  the  dis- 
igjeeiu  votes  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  that 
trgsander  discassion.. 

Mr.  SVANd  said,  if  it  was  the  object  of  gen- 
denen  to  defeat  the  bill,  they  could  no  donbt  effect 
tt  |jy  eoBtiDViag  the  diifcnsmon.  For  Msi^rt,  he 
Ikd  no  fttth  object,  and  ahonld  therefore  aot  say 
anoiher  wold. 

Hr.  fraitMl*  obsef ved,  that  having;  uk«Q  a 
eoosiderable  part  in  this  debate  last  night,  he  was 
^cttlfpB  obboxiovB  to  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  (be  Senatoi  *&  remarks.  He  shoe  Id  not,  bow* 
eveiviriDW  icea]^y  tbc  time  of  the  Senate,  except 
nerely  to  ask  if  iie  was  right  in  certain  facts  which 
be  proposed  now  to  state.  And  the  first  fact  which 
hasopposed  to  exist  was,  that  the  printers  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  last  Congress 
vera  paid  15  per  cent,  below  the  rales  of  printing 
aniherized  by  the  resolatioa  of  1819.  The  next 
fact  was,  that  the  printers  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
ifiotalives  of  the  present  Congress  cooiraeted  to  do 
the  printing  at  5  per  cent,  below  the  rates  of  print- 
ing for  the  last  Congress.  And  the  next  fact  was, 
that  the  provision  now  introduced  into  this  bill 
pioposes  to  give  the  present  printers  30  per  cent, 
above  the  price  stipalaied  by  their  own  contract. 

If  be  was  right  in  these  simple  facts — and  he  be- 
lieved be  was— there  was  another  qnrstton  in  ref- 
erence io  compensating  the  printers  of  Congress 
for  work  other  than  that  of  contract  work  for  the 
HoDse.  And  that  qoesiion  was  in  relation  to  both 
the  present  printers  of  the  Senate  and  the  late  print- 
ers, in  connexion  with  the  snbfect  of  printing  the 
Compendhim  of  the  Census. 

The  same  majority  who  wish  to  add  90  per  cent, 
to  the  oontract  price  of  printing  for  the  present 
printers,  deny  to  the  late  printers  either  their  con- 
litet  price,  or  the  expenses  out  of  pocket  in  doing 
the  wt>rk  of  their  contract.  And  this  refasral  was 
ironnded,  as  an  honorable  Senator  bad  admitted 
and  avewed,  on  the  asanmption  that  the  late  print- 
en  to  Congress  had  made  themselves  so  rich  by 
their  contract  as  printers,  at  prices  15  per  cent,  be- 
low the  rates  of  the  resointion  of  1819,  that  they 
eoald  baire  no  claim  on  the  charity  of  Congress  to 
do  them  even  the  justice  of  paying  them  their  due. 
tVow,  be  believed  it  was  very  true  that  those  gen- 
^men  bad  t>ecome  rich  on  the  fair  profits  of  their 
eontraot  as  printere  for  Congress.  He  was  even 
willing  to  say,  with  the  gentlemen  opposite,  that 
they  got  all  they  contracted  for,  and  they  deserved 
nothing  from  the  ehaiity  of  Congress.  Bat  if  it  be 
80-— that  the  Utte  printers,  at  rates  15  per  cent,  be- 
low the  rates  of  1819,  made  a  fortune  out  of  their 
contract;  ^nd  that  the  present  printers  of  the  House 
of  B^presentatives  had,  previously,  for  a  period  at 
least  five  limes  as  long,  enjoyed  the  printing  con- 
tracts at  the  rates  of  1819,  and  therefore  should 
have  made  a  fortune  aa  much  larger  than  that  of 
the  late  printers  as  their  time  was  longer,  and  their 
prices  were  higher;— on  what  principle  of  common 
senae,  or  rensonabie  pretence,  did  they  now  come 
forward  asking  Congress  for  this  charity? 

Be  was  told,  indeed^  that  the  argument  out  of 
docn  was,  ibat. their  contract  wiih  the  present 
CongreoB  was  a  losing  contract— that  the  prices 
did  not  afford  them  a  fair  compensation  tor  the 
work  they  did.  Well,  if  that  really  was  so,  the 
jobs  must  have  been  vastly  more  extensive,  which 
the  laie  printers  had  to  do,  if  they  enabled  them 
ia  two  or  tbree  sessions  to  make  ample  fortunes 
with  bnrHy  5  per  cent,  more  than  the  rates  con- 
tmeied  lor  by  the  present  printers.  But  here 
again  eomea  another  question  of  fact:  were  the 
printing  jobs  executed  by  the  printers  of  the  late 
Congress  really  more  extensive,  or  of  greater 
magniiQde,  than  those  executed  by  the  printers  of 
the  present  Congress?  And  he  met  this  question 
at  oncPt  by  an  onqnalified  assertion  that  they  were 
act.  He  bad  the  fact  from  an  intelligent  member 
of  the  other  House— an  observant  man,  on  whose 
Ja^foacnlithe  foilest  reliance  might  be  piaced-^hat 
not  only  the  ordinary  printing  for  this  Congrestf 


was  as  extensive  as  tt>ai  of  any  Congress  for  the 
last  twenty  years;  but  that  the  extra  numbers  of 
copies  ordered  of  documents  deemed  important, 
were  more  frequent  and  greater  than  the 
average  of  the  whole  twenty  years.  So  much, 
then,  for  the  justice,  equity,  and  reasonableae^s  of 
Ibis  claim  of  20  per  cent,  atddiiional  on  the  prices 
of  printing  contracted  for  by  the  printers  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  this  Congress. 

Now,  he  was  very  willing  to  admit  that  the  print- 
er of  the  Senate  was  not  to  be  considered  as  stand- 
ing on  the  sasae  frouttd.  The  mtf s  and  practice 
of  ihe  two  Houses  have  not  been  at  ail  ia  compar- 
ison. He  was  ready  lo  say^  in  all  candor,  that  not 
only  had  the  ordinary  printing  of  the  Senate  been 
c  'nsiderably  curtailed,  ont  that,  ia  consequence  of 
the  reference  of  matters  heretofore  considered  iub- 
jeclti  for  printing  to  a  Committee  on  Printing,  the 
number  of  extra  copies  of  general  documents  was 
not  as  great  as  (he  printer  might  have  expected. 
But  he  believed  the  usual  practice  was  still  pursued 
in  regard  to  ordering  the  standard  extra  copies  of 
particular  docnmentr — such  as  the  Prei>ident*s  mes- 
sage and  accompany isg  documents,  dbc.;  from 
which  the  main  profits  of  the  printer  were  derived. 

He  would  not,  however,  taktf  up  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  further  than  to  say,  that  it  certainly  was 
not  unreasonable  of  those  who  were  unable  to  per- 
ceive any  jasi  ground  for  this  claim,  to  ask  to  re- 
cord their  names  against  a  proposition  to  bestow  a 
gift  npon  printers  who  have  had  such  opportuni- 
ties of  making  their  fortunes,  merely  becaUv^e  (hey 
were  either  neglectful  of  advantsf.'es  in  their  own 
hands,  or  impiovidentin  reaping  the  benefits  they 
were  afforded. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  inquired  of  the  Chair  who 
were'the  Committee  of  Ci>nference? 

The  QflAIf^  replied;  On  the  part  of  the  House, 
Messts.  FiLLMoas,  Bom,  and  G.  Davis.  On  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Evahs,  Tallmados, 
and  SsviBR. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  rose  and  remarked  that 
his  purpose  was  merely  to  observe  that  it  appeared 
to  him  the  Senate  now  proposed  lo  vote  away  vol. 
untarily,  as  a  gift,  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars 
out  <  f  borrowed  money.  It  conld  not  even  be  said 
that  a  claim  had  been  set  up  by  anybody  for  this 
gift.  There  was  no  memorial;  no  petition;  no  case 
proved;  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  printers  had 
suffered  loss  by  (heir  contract.  There  was  nothing 
but  a  vague  and  general  supposition  of  gentlemen, 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  details  of  the  printing 
business — resting,  merely,  on  the  assertions  of 
the  individuals  who  were  to  be  the  benefi- 
ciaries of  the  gift.  If  there  had  been  a  pe- 
tition or  a  memorial  setting  up  a  claim,  it 
could  have  been  referred  to  a  committee;  and 
some  investigation  might  have  been  made.  There 
might  have  been  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims;  and  if  a  bill  was  presented,  it  would  have  had 
to  go  through  the  ordinary  stages  of  legislation, 
giving  a  full  opportunity  for  sifting  its  merits;  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  justice  being  done  to 
both  the  claimant  and  the  public.  But,  instead  of 
that,  as  presumptive  evidence  that  the  proposition 
could  not  stand  the  test  of  scrutiny,  suddenly,  on  the 
last  night  of  the  session,  it  is  introduced  as  a  rider 
on  an  appropriation  bill,  which  it  is  well  known 
must  be  passed;  and,  without  time  for  deliberation, 
inquiry,  or  refiection,  a  large  sum  is  voted  away, 
without  being  sabjected  to  practical  legislation  at 
all.  It  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  exceedingly  ir- 
regular. If  the  party  had  suffered  any  grievance 
by  transactions  with  Congress,  why  not  take  the 
course  required  of  every  other  citixen,  and  apply 
'in  due  form,  at  a  seasonable  period  of  ihe  session, 
by  petition  and  memorial.  If  the  claim  was  sound 
and  good,  it  would  be  sure  to  meet  with  a  fair  re- 
port from  the  proper  standing  committee.  But  here 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  done,  evidently  because  there 
was  neither  just  ground  of  complaint  nor  reason- 
able claim.  Without  that  testimony  of  claim  requir- 
ed from  every  other  citizrn,  by  a  mere  rider  on  a  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill,  a  large  gift  is  made  to  an 
individual,  (for  it  is  not  shown  that  it  is  any  thing 
else  than  a  gifi;)  and  that,  too,  under  eireumstances 
so  auspicious  and  indefensible,  that  it  cannot  fail 
lo  meet  public  condemnation.  Qenilenwn  on  the 
opposite  side,  under  all  the  eircvmslances,  ought. 


for  their  own  sakes,  to  recede  at  once  from  their 
amendment,  li  is  a  glaring  act  of  abuse  of  the 
legislative  powers,  of  injustice  to  the  public,,  and 
of  inexcusable  burden  on  the  treasury.  It  could 
not  be  defended  on  the  ground  that  riders  were 
quite  common  on  appropriation  bills;  for  never  till 
now  did  he  recollect  of  any  rider  being  put  npon 
an  appropriation  bill,  unless  it  u  as  the  .<(nbstance  of 
a  matured,  .specific  bill,  thoroughly  investigated 
and  previously  discussed,  or  recommended  by  a  re- 
port of  aume  commitiee.  Nothing  of  ibis  kind  had 
been  done  in  regard  to  this  proposition.  It  was  a 
matter  of  mere  gratuity,  keot  out  of  sight  till  the 
last  moment,  and  then  suddenly  pressed  forward  in 
a  manner  that  defied  either  investigation,  delibera- 
tion, or  opposition.  No  possible  injustice  can  be 
done  to  the  party  by  letting  the  maiier  lie  over,  to 
undergo  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation  hereaf- 
ter. 

Mr.  WALKER  remarked,  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  ordinary  legislative  business  yet  U> 
be  disposed  of,  for  the  despatch  of  which  but  a  few 
hours  of  the  session  yet  remained.  He  did  not 
even  allude  to  the  large  quantity  of  executive  busi- 
nei*s  to  be  disposed  of,  but  to  the  most  important 
bills  of  the  session,  awaitin?  theseiion  of  the  Sen- 
ate. It  was  plain,  (hen,  that  the  vote  should  be 
tsken  without  further  debate.  He  should  vole  with 
hie  friends  on  this  occasion  now,  as  he  liad  done 
from  the  beginning,  in  relation  to  this  proposition. 
But  he  prayed  that  the  vote  sjionld  now  be  tak^n. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

The  report  was  read.    It  recommends: 

1st.  That  the  House  recede  from  its  disagree- 
mput  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing 
the  pay  of  the  printers  to  the  present  Conaress  te 
the  rates  allowed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1819. 

21.  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment, 
increasing  the  pay  of  T.  Allen,  and  of  Biair  db 
Rives,  for  printing  the  Compendium  of  the  Siith 
Census.  But  the  .committee  also  recommends  the 
adoption  of  a  clause,  providing  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  this  bill  shall  operate  as  a  bar  to  the 
claims  of  Allen  and  Blair  &  Rives,  hereafter,  for 
the  full  amount  of  compensation  for  executing  the 
printing  of  the  Compenuium. 

3d.  That  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  Senate's  amendment,  by  which  the  appro- 
priation for  the  salaries  of  the  Recorder  and  Soli- 
citor of  the  General  Land  Office  is  retained. 

4th.  That  the  House  and  Senate  recede  from  the 
several  amounts  named  by  them  as  the  salaries  of 
travelling  agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department; 
and  that  the  sum  of  |1,250  be  fixed  as  the  annual 
pay  of  those  officers. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  demanded. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  examined  with  much 
anxiety  the  subject  of  the  division  of  a  question  on 
the  report  of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion,  on  the  reasonableless  of  the 
case,  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  embarrassing  to 
admit  of  any  such  division.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
it  would  meet  the  approval  of  the  Senate  that 
he  should  decide  that  the  question  did  not  admit  of 
a  division. 

The  call  for  the  division  of  .the  question  was  not 
urged;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called 
for,  and  ordered,  the  question  was  taken  on  con- 
curring with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  37» 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

TEAS— Mmbti.  Archer,  Barrow,  Batas,  Bayard,  Banian, 
Ctioate,  ClaytOD,  Conrad,  Grade,  Criuendan,  Dayioo,  £van% 
Gnbam,  Hendeiaon,  Kerr,  Mangum,  Merrick,  Miller,  More- 
bead,  Plieipe,  Porter,  Rivea,  Siromona,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tail* 
madge,  Wtiiie,  and  Woodbridge— 27.  ^ 

NAYS— Meiara.  Alien,  Bagby,  BentoD,  Buchanan,  Calhoao,     * 
Cutbbeit,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  McRoberu,  8turi[eon,  Tappan, 
Waliser,  Wilcox,  WHIiame,  Woodbury,  and  Wrightn-17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PORTER,  the  Senate  re< 
sumed  the  consideration,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Weaver 
and  Jacob  Heyberger,  sureties  of  the  Norristowa 
Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  PORTER  withdrew  the  amendment  be  pio« 
posed,  to  add,  as  an  additional  section  to  this  biU, 
the  bill  permitting  railroad  iron  te  be  imported 
free  of  duty. 
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The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.WRIQHT,  leave  wasgranted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Sarah  Barker. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ARCHER,  leave  was  granted 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  the  petition  and  papers 
of  Richard  Harris  and  Nimrod  Farrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MERRICK,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  the  papers  of  William  Jones. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  leave  was 
granted  to  withdraw  the  papers  of  Mr.  McMnrtrie 
from  the  files. 

On  motion,  the  Senate,  abont  10  o^clocir,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
and  whatever  of  legislative  business  the  Senate 
transacted  after  that  hour,  the  reporters  had  no 
meaas  of  ascertaining,  not  having  had  access  to  the 
gallery.  They  remained  in  and  about  the  vesti- 
bule and  retundo  till  half-pa&t  2  o'clock,  a.  m.,  at 
which  hour  the  doors  of  the  Senate  were  thrown 
open;  but  thai  body  had  then  closed  its  labors. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  March  3. 

The  reading  of  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  in 
part  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  LOWELL  presented  the  petition  of  Byron 
W.  Darlinsf,  and  144  other  citizens  of  Blue  Hill, 
Maine,  praying  Congress  for  an  additional  duty  on 
sawed  lumber,  spars,  piles,  wood,  b^rk,  &e.,  from 
the  British  provinces;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motions  severally  made  by  Messrs.  CARU* 
THBRSand  BIRDSEYE,  tbe  16ih  and  17ih  joint 
rnles  were  suspended,  so  as  to  admit  certain  pri- 
vate bills  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  and  the  Presi- 
dent. 

COTTON  RIGGING. 

Mr.  PICKENS  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Remdved.  Thai  the  Secretar7  of  the  Navy  report  to  the  next 
CoogreM  all  the  evidence  and  facts  that  can  be  obtained  in  re- 
lation to  the  filnees  and  use  of  cotton  ks  an  article  for  eaila  and 
roping  in  the  navy,  and  shipping  of  the  country;  and,  aleo, 
tliat  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  the  next  Congress  on  the 
filDeasof  the  same  article  for  tents,  dec. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  offered  as  an  amendment 
the  following: 

ReMlvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  inform  this  House 
what  has  caused  the  delay  in  making  the  annual  siaiemcnt,  re- 
quired by  the  resolution  of  the  nouse  of  August  24,  1842, 
showiDg  the  '^amount  of  expenditure  of  each  vessel  for  tbe  pre- 
ceding year,  including  all  exoenses  in  repair  thereof,  and  for 
the  armament  and  equipment  thereof,  and  all  expenses  in  Iceep' 
inghar  afloat,  if  afloat;  or  in  dock,  if  lying  up;  also,  the  nura- 
t>er  of  days  during  the  year  that  each  ehip  was  actually  at  sea; 
and  that  a  similar  report  of  each  ship  hereafter  built  or  pur- 
ehaaed  be  made,  go  as  to  exhibit  an  annual  and  aggregate  ac- 
coont  01  tbe  costs  and  expenses  of  each  ship,  and  the  service 
rendered  by  it  to  the  country;  and,  aleo,  specifying  the  amount 
of  materials,  as  well  as  ihe  amount  for  labor  in  the  building  or 
repairing  each  ship;''  which  said  annual  statement  is  to  be 
made  the  '4rst  week  in  January  in  each  year,  or  as  early 
thereafter  as  practicable." 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  not  received. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  made  a  report.  Mr,  L.  cff>red 
a  resolution  ealling  for  information  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  defaulters  since  March,  1841;  but  objection 
was  made. 

Mr.  STANLY  wished  the  House  to  take  up  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Thompson, 
widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Thompson. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  made  a  speech  in  behalf  of 
Nancy  Poleriski. 

The  bill  for  her  relief  was  taken  up,  and  passed; 
and  the  rules  suspended ,  so  as  to  permit  it  to  be 
sent  to  the  President. 

Mr.  STANLY  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  above 
mentioned,  (for  (he  relief  of  Mrs.  Thompson.) 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  and  passed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  made  a  report,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  embodying  a 
plan  for  the  classification  of  the  officers  and  clerks 
of  the  Government:  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PRINTING  CHARTS. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  offered  a  resolution, 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  furnish  fifty 
copies  of  all  maps  and  charis  furnished  by  the 
Topographical  Bureau,  to  that  barean;  and  also 


Copies  of  all  scientific  documents  printed  by  order 
"of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  I.  stated  that  these  officers  were  in  the  habit 
of  preparing  maps  and  charts  for  Congress,  which 
were  printed,  and  they  received  no  copies  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  ofifered  an  amendment,  author- 
izing the  printing  of  the  charts  accompanying  the 
report  from  the  War  Department  in  relstion  to 
lake  harbors — provided  the  cost  of  the  same  shall 
not  exceed  the  cost  of  tbe  paper  and  press  work 
used. 

Tbe  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  tbe  resoln- 
tion,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

COMMERCIAL  AND  FINANCIAL  STATIS- 
TICS. 
Mr.  SHIELDS  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Reaolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
required  to  procure,  through  the  consular  and  diplomatic  agents 
of  ibis  Government  abroad,  and  such  other  means  as  to  him 
may  seem  most  suitable,  full  and  accurate  Information  as  to  the 
wholesale  and  retail  prices  in  foreign  marlieis,  during  the  year 
commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  December  last,  of  all  commodi* 
ties  upoti  which  duties  are  levied  under  ezlstiDg  laws,  as  well 
as  of  such  as  are  imported  free  o(  duty— with  the  rates  ol  in- 
surance, freight,  and  commissions,  usually  chaiged  at  the 
places  of  export  upon  said  commodities,  when  imported  Into 
this  country;  the  modes  and  terms  of  sale  customary  there; 
the  average  rates  of  exchange  during  each  month  in  said  year; 
and  the  true  par  of  exchange  between  this  and  each  foreign 
country:  also,  as  to  the  duties  of  export  and  import;  and,  as 
far  as  practicable,  the  various  internal  taxes  levied  upon  such 
commodities,  either  in  a  crude,  partially  manufactured,  or 
wholly  complete  state:  together  witn  the  rates  of  wages  in  the 
various  branches  and  occupations  of  labor  and  of  personal 
service  in  the  business  of  commerce  and  trade.  And  it  shall 
be  his  duty,  also,  to  piocurc,  from  said  consuls  and  diplomatic 
agents,  full  and  regular  files  of  price-current  sheets,  for  said 
year,  at  each  of  the  most  important  foreign  markets;  and  such 
other  documents  and  publications  as  may  exhibit  truly  the  in- 
formation called  for  in  this  resolution— which  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  this  liouae  at  the  next  session  of  Congress;  and  from 
which,  together  with  tbe  reports  received  from  said  ageats,  and 
such  other  information  as  may  be  obtained,  he  shall  compile, 
and  have  printed,  for  the  use  of  this  House,  a  document,  em- 
l)odying  all  the  information  called  for,  arr^ged  in  i^ch  manner 
as  to  be  most  convenient  for  reference  and  comparison — exer- 
cising special  care,  in  all  instances,  to  give  said  information  in 
Federal  currency,  weights,  and  measures. 

Mr.  BRIGQS  offered  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  cause  to  be  prepared  a  general 
aiatisiical  statement  of  the  funding  system  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Great  Britain,  by  Jonathan  Elliot,  to  be  accompanied  by 
such  tabular  facts  of  other  nations,  touching  the  same  subject, 
as  may  tend  to  more  fully  illustrate  said  statement. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  wished  to  know  how 
much  le9s  than  ten  thousand  dollars  this  latter 
scheme  would  cost. 

No  answer  was  heard 

The  amendment  was  at;reed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER  submitted  a  series  of  executive 
communications;  which  wete  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr.  POPE,  the  bill  for  Ihe 
relief  of  George  Harrison  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  up  the  bills  reported 
from  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and,  after  some  opposition,  the  following  were 
passed; 

Tbe  bill  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the 
lunatic  asylum  in  Washington  City. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the 
Potomac  bridge. 

Tbe  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  lunatics  now  in  the  Baltimore  Asylum, 
until  the  asylum  in  this  city  shall  be  completed. 

The  bill  ineurporatiog  the  orphan  asylum  and 
female  free  school  in  Alexandria. 

POST  ROUTES. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  of  31^t 
August,  1843,  establishing  certain  post  routes; 
which  t)ill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  objected. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
mles;  but  the  motion  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  obtained  a  decision,  and  was 
satisfied. 

Mr.  OWIN  moved  that  the  House  go  into  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  A.  V.  BROWN  endeavored  to  penaade 


the  House  to  take  up  and  pass  the  bill  for  tH«  w 
lief  of  Walker,  Camthers,  &  Co.  ^^ 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  as. 
nouncing  the  suspension  by  that  body  of  the  Ifti 
joint  rule,  which  prohibits  bills  which  paai  u^ 
from  being  sent  to  the  President.  ^ 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  suspendug  this  nu 
was  agreed  to.  ■ 

Mr.  GWIN  still  insisting  on  his  motion  to  fo 
into  committee,  it  was  put  and  lost  ^ 

RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

The  act  to  rednce  the  rates  of  postage  wu  takw 
up;  the  question  being  on  the  disagreement  of  the 
Senate  to  the  amendments  of  the  H^onae. 

Mr.  BRIQGS  meved  that  Ihe  Honse  ioitst  on  in 
amendments;  and 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previons  qnestion, 
the  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
AsBUBT  DicKiNs,  csQ.,  their  Secretary,  letnniBg 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  with 
certain  amendmenL^^;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  tame  «u 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  submitted  a  resoimion^provv 
ding  that  all  debate  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
the  civil  and  diplomaiie  appropriation  bill  ahill 
cease  in  one  hoar  after  the  bill  shall  be  taken  np 
in  committee;  and  that  the  committee  shall  then 
proceed  to  vote  on  the  amendments  of  the  SenaiB 
thereto,  together  with  such  amendmentsasmtybe 
made  to  the  same.  After  which,  the  bill  and 
amendments  i-hall  be  reported  to  the  Honse. 

This  resolution  was  adopted. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 

Mr.  WISE,  from  the  nunagersonthepartoftln 
Committee  of  Conference  appointed  to  confer  oa 
the  disagreeing  vojes  of  the  two  Hooses  on  the 
amendments  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill, made 
the  following  report: 

Ttie  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repmeottflfa, 
on  the  disagreeing  rote  of  tbe  two  Houses  on  the  6U)  laMri* 
ment  of  the  Senate  lo  House  bill  No.  669,  rep<Mrt  thai  ihej  hn 
conferred  with  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  m  rtC" 
ommend  to  the  House  of  Repreaentaiires  to  adopt,  ascnlM^ 
tute  for  the  said  amendment  of  the  Seoaie,  the  following pmii- 
ion,  to  wiu 

"And  the  Seeretarj  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  directedio  mm 
an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  expediency,  ptadkatUii^. 
and  probable  expense  of  constructing  a  dry-dock  in  ibahirtor 
of  New  York,  upon  the  plan  of  using,  as  an  eleTaODg  poser, 
the  water  of  the  Croton  aqueduct,  and  of  sufficient  eapacii^to 
rebuild  or  repair  a  74-gun  ship;  and  to  cause  an  esamiMtiaBflf 
any  other  plan  or  plans  of  a  dry-dock  or  floating  dock  id  Mid 
harbor,  deemed  worthy  by  ihe  Secretary  to  tw  reported  npso; 
and  (o  report  the  result  of  such  examination,  with  biiofsnitu 
tliereon,  to  the  next  session  of  Congress.  And  all  fonba  «■ 
penditures,  under  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  ihi 
dry-dock  in  said  harbor,  shall  be  suspended  until  the  IM  daTof 
January  next.  And  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thouBsnd  dram 
shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the coiMnUr 
tionofa  floating  dry  dock  at  Pensacola,  of  capacity  soflciooi 
for  the  repair  of  frigates  of  the  smaller  class,  and  ipon  nich 
plan  as  the  BecreUry  ol  the  Nary  shall  approve." 

Mr.  Wise  having  moved  the  previous  qoestioa 
on  adopting  tbe  report, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  raised  the  question  of  order, 
that  the  report  must  he  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  ground  that  it  inrolved  new 
appropriations. 

Mr.  WISE  denied  that  any  new  appropriatioB 
was  involved  in  the  report;  and,  after  a  brief  cos- 
versation  betweeo  Messrs.  WISE  and  CALHOUN, 

The  SPEAKER  overrnled  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  called  for  a  divisioo  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  it,  first,  on  that  part  of  tbe 
report  relating  to  the  Brooklyn  dry-dock;  and,  see* 
ond,  on  the  remainder  of  tbe  report. 

Mr.  WISE  contended  that  the  repottwisBot 
susceptible  of  a  division;  that,  although  it  embiieed 
two  propositions,  yet,  being  the  result  of  aeom- 
mittee  of  conference,  in  which  one  of  the  proposi- 
tions would  not  have  been  accepted  without  tke 
other,  the  report  itself  was  a  whole,  and  eoald  not 
bedivided. 

The  SPEAKER  having  decided  that  the  leiiofi 
was  aaseeptible  of  division, 

Bdr.  WISE  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nay;  vhieh 
having  been  ordered,  the  question  was  takes,  firtt, 
(under  the  operation  of  the  previous  questioij 
OB  the  fiitt  branch  of  tbe  report,  relative  t»  ik> 
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Brooklyn  dry-dock,  and  decided  in  ihe  affiriiiati?e 
.yeas  149,  nays  5M). 

The  qaesiion  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
branch  of  ibe  report,  at)d  also  decided  in  the  affirm- 
itife— yeu  100,  nays  23. 

GEI^ERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Ob  moiioB  by  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  House  re- 
aolTed  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
MeKunrAV  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  chair,)  and 
look  np  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  cifii 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bilk 

The  amendments  having  been  read**- 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said  that  he  would  make  an 
explanation  of  the  several  amendments,  before 
pmiag  on  them  in  committee. 

The  first  amendment  related  to  the  printing  of 
Congress;  simply  declaring,  by  law,  that  resolu- 
tions of  the  two  Honsf  s  separately  shall  not  con- 
trol the  settlement  of  the  accounts  for  this  object; 
and  the  effect  of  i^is  to  raise  the  prices  of  the  print- 
ing of  the  House  up  to  what  they  were  under  the 

iivofiais. 

The  next  amendment  related  to  the  appropria- 
tion made  in  the  House  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  printing  what  was  called  thie  Compendinm  of 
Ike  Buth  Genaiu.  This  House  made  an  appro- 
priation covering  the  actual  ontlay  of  the  persons 
who  did  the  work;  and  the  Senate  had  increased 
that  appropriation^  providing  that  the  accounts 
akall  be  settled  and  paid  for  at  the  rates  paid  by 
the  House  for  its  printing.  He  coofes5ed  it  seemed 
10  him  to  be  but  reasonable  that  these  persons 
should  be  paid  as  well  for  iheir  labor,  with  some 
reasonable  profit,  as  for  their  actual  ontlay. 

He  proceeded  to  notice  the  other  amendments  of 
the  Senate  in  snccession,  with  brief  explanatory  re- 
marks, whieb  were  not  heard  with  distincmess  at 
the  reporters*  desk. 

Mr.  PICKENS  addressed  the  committee  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment  by  which  the  pay  of 
the  printers  to  this  Honse  was  to  be  increased,  and 
showed  that  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  printing 
which  bad  been  agreed  upon  at  the  eommence- 
nent  of  the  session  was  reasonable  and  just,  as  the 
printing  could  now  be  done  with  greater  cheap- 
ness than  formerly.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  (be 
well-considered  retrenchment  which  the  Honse 
had  effected  would  not  thus  be  defeated  by  an  item 
in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  at 
this  last  boor  of  the  session.  He  also  made  some 
sbeervations  expressive  of  his  views  on  other 
amendments  in  (he  bill,  particularly  advocating 
a  concurrence  in  those  which  proposed  to  remove 
the  statae  of  Washington  to  a  pUce  in  which  it 
would  do  credit  to  the  artist  and  to  the  country,  and 
10  pay  jast  extra  compensation  to  the  gallant  offi- 
cers ol  the  exploring  expedition,  by  whom  valua- 
ble public  services  were  rendered  to  the  country. 

Mr.  O.  DAVIS  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  he 
was  stopped  by 

The  CHAIRMAN,  who  said  there  were  gentle- 
men standing  near  (he  speaker,  [Mr.  Davis,]  in 
the  aisle,  who  mud  take  their  seals. 

[Mr.  PaorpiT  of  Indiana  was  the  gentleman 

eiticularly  alluded  to.  He  was  employed,  with 
r.  Wi8K  and  others,  at  the  desk  of  Mr.  Fillmobe, 
chairman  ef  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
(who  had  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  in  charge,) 
in  an  examination  of  the  amendments  which  the 
committee  bad  to  act  upon;  the  manuscript  copy  in 
the  care  of  Mr.  Fillmoeb  being  the  only  ene  to 
which  the  members  had  access.] 

Mr.  PROPFIT  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
the  peremptory  and  unusual  manner  in  which  the 
Chairman  had  commanded  him  to  take  his  seat. 
He  said  that  was  the  only  place  where  he  could  see 
the  amendments  made  to  the  bill;  and  he  thonght 
he  had  a  right  to  examine  those  amendments  upon 
which  he  should  be  called  to  give  his  vote. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (peremptorily:)  The  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  muU  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  stood  for  a  moment,  evidently  in 
great  asiooi&hmenc,  and  (hen  said,  firmly:  Sir,  I 
will  not  take  my  seat. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana is  ordered  to  take  his  seat. 

A  great  sensation  was  instantaneously  created, 
and  macb  confhsion  ensued.  Some  half  a  dozen 
gaatlaniMa  tpiaag  to  the  floor,  aad  each  addreaned 


the  Cbau^  the  Chairman  peremptorily  ordering  (he 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  his  seat  at  the  same 
time.  Bone  observations  were  made  on  the  hyper- 
criticism  of  the  Chairman,  who  had  corrected  the 
gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickbiis,] 
who,  in  the  hurry  of  debate*,  addressed  the  Chair- 
man as  "Mr.  Speaker,'*  in&tfad  of  "Mr.  Chair- 
man,*' and  on  the  unusual  strictness  of  discipline 
whioh  he  was  so  peremptorily  enforcing;  and  otheri 
called  upon  the  committee  to  rise,  that  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  might  be  re- 
ported to  the  Hou^e.  Of  the  latter,  there  were  Mr. 
G.  DAVIS,  Mr.  A.  H.  H.  STUART,  Mr.  BRIGQS, 
and  some  others. 

Mr.  BOTTS  protested  against  the  conduct  of 
the  Chairman.  He  asserted  positively  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  was  pot  out  of  order;  and 
he  begged  the  Chairman  lo  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Honse  of  Representatives  was  not  a  school-house. 
[Cries  of  **order,*'  and  confusion.] 

Mr.  WldE  (who  was  also  at  Mr.  FiLLMoas's 
desk)  rose,  and,  with  great  blandness  of  manner, 
appealed  to  (he  Honse  to  let  this  matter  drop.  He 
hoped,  on  this  last  day  of  the  kea^ioo,  nothing  f  e- 
rions  wouM  grow  oQt  of  such  a  circumstance.  He 
would  be  responsible  for  his  friend  [Mr.  Pbofpit] 
that  he  would  keep  order. 

Mr.  OLIVER,  during  these  proceedings,  had 
drawn  Mr.  PaorriT  to  his  desk,  and  succeeded  in 
pouring  oil  on  the  troubled  waters)  and  the  affair 
was  allowed  to  terminate. 

Mr.  OARRETT  DAVIS  then  proceeded  to  dis- 
cuss the  amendment  which  proposeid  to  pay  Messrs. 
Blair  4b  Rives  and  Mr.  Allen  lor  printing  the  Com- 
pendium of  the  Sixth  Census,  going  over  the  well- 
known  detailed  statement  of  that  business. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  made  some  explanatory  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  J.  C.  CLARK  then  replied  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Q.  Datis,]  and  advo- 
cated the  payment  to  Mr.  Allen  of  the  amount 
stated  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  GORDON  opposed  the  item  proposing  an 
increase  of  pay  to  the  printers  to  this  Honse;  and 
stated  (hat  the  present  printers  were  instrumental 
in  procuring  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  priming  to 
the  amount  of  t^t  per  cent,  below  that  at  which  it 
had  been  done  by  Messrs.  Blair  &  Rives;  tnd  that, 
at  that  price,  Ihey  could  do  the  printing  ai  a  living 
profit.  They  had  thus  driven  other  printers  from 
the  course  of  competition;  and  now,  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  they  were  to  have  (he  original  prices 
restored,  by  which  at  least  4^5,000  wonid  be  put 
into  their  pockets.  He  protested  against  such  a 
procedure. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  FILLMORE  and 
Mr.  MERIWETHER,  the  question  was  taken, 
by  tellers,  on  the  amendment  proposing  to  give  ad- 
ditional pay  to  the  printers,  and  the  committee  re- 
ftised  to  concur;  the  vote  being — ayes  66,  noes  66. 

The  question  next  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  striking  out  (15,849  64,  as  the  amount 
to  be  paid  Thomas  Allen  for  printing  30,000  copies 
of  the  Census,  and  |8,934  83  to  be  paid  to  Blair 
db  Rives  for  printing  the  same  documeni;  and  in- 
serting, in  lieu  thereof,  a  clause  directing  a  sum  not 
exceeding  143,579  66,  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Al- 
len, and  not  exceeding  $34,050  to  be  paid  Blair  db 
Rives  for  printing  the  same  document — with  a  pro- 
viso that  neither  Thomas  Allen  nor  Blair  db  Rives 
shall  be  paid  at  a  greater  rate  than  that  paid  for 
the  public  printing  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress— (he  charges  to  be  verified  by  practical  print- 
ers. 

After  a  verbal  amendment  by  Mr.  Fillmobb — 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  abovelstated,  and  it  was  lost — ayes  50, 
neos  not  counted. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate,  legalizing 
the  clerks  and  officers  employed  temporarily  at 
resent,  was  rejected. 

The  next  amendment  ef  the  Senate,  reinstating 
the  appropriation  of  the  salaries  of  the  Recorder 
and  Solicitor  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  which  had 
been  stricken  out  by  the  House,  was  agreed  to^ 
ayes  66,  noes  60. 

The  next  amendment,  making  an  appropriation 
of  |40,000  for  a  custom-house  at  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  was  taken  np. 


Mr.  BARNARD  moved  to  amend  it,  by  adding 
thereto  a  clause  making  an  appropriation  of  460^ 
000  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  works  for 
the  improvement  of  harbors  and  navigation  of 
rivers  heretofore  commenced,  and  for  whioh  no  ap- 
propriation has  been  made  this  session. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  contended  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order. 
The  CHAIR  decided  it  was. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  amend  the 
amen(?ment  by  adding  |40,000  for  a  cuiitom- house 
at  Savannah.    Rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  (Irom  New 
York  [Mr.  Baunard]  was  also  rejected— ayes  54, 
noes  not  counted. 

Various  amendments  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  were  offered  and  rejected-— by  Mr.  BOARD- 
MAN,  |10,000  for  a  new  lighthouse  at  New  Ha- 
ven; by  Mr.  WASHINGTON,  (10,000  for  a  cos- 
tom-honse  at  Newbern,  North  Carolina;  by  Mr. 
KING,  $20,000  for  a  custom-house  at  Savannah, 
Georgia. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  above  mentioned 
was  then  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment,  making  an  appropriation 
for  three  months*  exira  allowance  to  the  officers  of 
the  exploring  expedition,  was  concurred  in— ayes 
84,  noes  not  counted. 

The  next  amendment,  appropriating  1 1,900  for 
preserving  the  botanical  5pecimens  brought  home 
by  the  exploring  squadron;  and  |5.000  for  remov- 
ing the  statue  of  Washington,  and  erecting  a  tem« 
poraiy  covering  over  it,  in  the  front  irrouttds  of 
the  Capitol,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Greenongh, 
was  concurred  in. 

Also,  the  amendment  appropriating  |1,000  for 
an  agent  to  superintend  the  transmission  of  the 
mail  from  Chagres,  across  the  isthmus,  to  Pa- 
nama. 

Also,  the  amendment  appropriating  |1,454  for 
pulling  down  the  old  furnaces,  and  erecting  new 
ones,  underneath  the  rctundo  of  the  Capitol,  ac« 
cording  to  the  proposition  of  John  Skiiving. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to 
obtain  an  appropriation  of  |4,000  for  completing 
the  ventilation  of  the  Ctpitol. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  travelling  agents  of  the  Poet 
Office  Department  from  $1,000  to  $1,500,  was  non* 
concurred  in. 

The  amendments  being  alt  through, 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  to  move  an  amendment  respecting  his  refusal, 
on  the  order  of  the  Chairman,  to  take  his  seat. 

The  CHAIRMAN  proceeded  to  make  a  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  wished  to  know  whether  the 
amendment  he  had  intimated  wonld  be  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  not. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  said  he  designed  to  appeal  to  the 
Honse  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  treated. 

During  the  silting  of  the  committee,  several  mes- 
sages were  received  from  the  Senate  and  the  Presi- 
dent; and  several  bills  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  amendments  were  committed. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  amendments. 

Mr.  L.  W.  ANDREWS  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  was  sustained. 

The  question  first  came  up  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  providing  that  neither 
of  the  two  Houses  shall,  by  resolution  of  its  own, 
fix  the  prices  of  the  public  printing — the  eflfect  of 
it  being  to  raise  the  prices  of  the  printing  of  the 
two  Houses  20  per  cent.,  or  what  they  were  under 
the  joint  resolution  of  1819. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
quesiion  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative— yeas  59,  nays  86,  as  follows: 

TEAS— MeMTv.  Adams,  LuHkff  W.  Andrawi,  Bftnard, 
Barton,  Birdnye,  Blair,  Boardman,  Borden,  BoUa,  firiagi, 
Brockway,  Ttioa.  J.  Campbell,  Childe,  Jolin  C.  Clark,  Jas. 
Cooper,  Cranston,  Cravena,  Cashiog,  EvereiL  Fillmore.  Oataa, 
Granger,  Hall,  Howard,  Joeepli  R.  Ingenoll,  Wm.  W.Ifwio, 
WiiliAin  Coot  Johooon,  Iraac  D.  Jooe^  John  P.  Kennedy, 
King,  Linn,  McKennan,  Mathiot,  Morgan,  Mocrio,  Motrow, 
Pearce,  Pope,  Powell,  Profflt,  Alexander  Randall,  HJadyAlex- 
tiMluH.  H.  Biosit,  TfeUataxoi  BichBid  W.  Tboa^MB,1IIUllf•> 
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hMt,  TomlinBon,  Triplett,  Trurobulf,  Van  RenMpalaer,  Edward 
D.  White,  JoaephL.  White,  Thomas  W.  WiUlama,  Christopher 
U.  WUliama,  Joa«ph  L.  WiJIiams,  Winihrop,  Wiae,  and  Au 
gOfltos  Young— 69. 

NAYB—Meaara.  Sherlock  J.  Andrewa  Arnold,  Arriogton, 

Skbcock,  Baker,  Beeaon,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewaier,  Aaron  V. 
rown.  Hilton  Brown,  Charlea  Brown,  Burke,  Burnell,  Patri  k 
C.  Caiuwell,  Calhoun,  William  B.  Campbell,  CarutherB,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Clinton,  Colos,  Cowen,  Garreu  Davis,  Richard  D. 
Davia,  Dawaon,  Dean,  Del»erry.  Doig,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles 
A.  Floyd,  Gamble,  Gilmer,  Goraon,  Graham,  Harris,  Hopkina, 
Houck,  Houston,  Hubard,  Charlea  J.  Ingersoll,  Cave  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Keiro,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Lowell,  Abraham 
McClellan,  Robert  McClelian,  McKay,  John  Thoms<m  Maaon, 
Mattocks,  fifaxwell,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller.  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Oliver,  Osborne,  Owsley,  Parmenier,  Payne,  Pickens,  Ramaey, 
Rayner,  Read,  Reding,  Koncbor,  Reynolds,  Riggs,  Rodney, 
Rogera,  Roosevelt,  William  Russell,  James  M.  Russell,  Sewell, 
Ithaw,  shields,  Wm.  Bmith,  Siurdor,  Sianly,  Steenrod,  Biratton, 
TrotU,  Turoey,  Watteraon,  and  Yorke— 80. 

00  the  amendment  was  not  concarred  in. 

The  next  qaestion  was  on  coDcurring  in  the 
ameDdmenis  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  printing 
the  Compendinm  of  the  Sixth  Gensaf,  and,  the 
proviso  adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  hav- 
ing heen  adopted, 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  concnrring  in  the 
amendment  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— ayes  55,  noes  94,  as  follows: 

YEAS —Messrs.  Adams,  Alien,  Baker,  Barnard,  Barton, 
Blrdaeye,  Blair.  Borden,  Briggi^  Brock  way,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
ChildsT  John  C.  CUik,  Jamea  Cooper,  Cranaton,  Gushing, 
John  Edwards,  Everett,  Fillmore,  Gates,  Gilmer,  Howard, 
Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Willium  W.  Irwin,  John  P. 
KeoDedy,  King,  Linn.  McKennan,  Morrow,  Oliver,  Osborne, 
Pearce,  Pope,' Powell,  Ridgway,  Saltonsiall,  Slade,  Snyder, 
Stokely,  Alexander  U.  H.  Stuart,  Richard  W.  Thompson, 
Tilllngnaat,  Toland,  Tomlinson,  Tiiplett,  Trumbull,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Edwaixl  D.  While,  Thomaa  W.  Wil- 
liaouLChristopherU.  Willtams,  Joseph L.  Williams,  Winthrop, 

NAYS^Measn.  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Arrington,  Atherton, 
Babcock,  Beeaon,  Boardman,  Bowne,  Boyd,  Brewster,  Bron> 
son,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Milmn  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke, 
Burnell,  Patrick  C.  Caldwell,  William  B.  Campbell,  Ca- 
rathera,  Casey,  Chapman,  Clinton,  Coles,  Mark  A.  Cooper, 
Gowen,  Cravens,  Garrett  Davis,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Debeiry, 
Doig,  John  G.  Floyd,  Charles  A.  Floyd,  Graham,  Granger, 
Halsted,  Harris,  Hays,  Hopkins,  Houck,  Houston,  Hubard, 
Charlea  J.  Ingersolt,  Cave  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim, 
Lewis,  Littlefield,  Abraham  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon, 
John  Thomson  Maaon,  Maihiot,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard, 
Medill,  Meriwether,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owsley,  Par- 
menter,  Partridge,  Payne,  Pickens,  PI umer,  Beojamm  Randall, 
Alexander  Randall,  Rayner,  Reding,  Rancher,  Riggs,  Rodney, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  William  RuBsell,  James  M.  Russell, 
Sewell,  Shaw,  Shepperd,  Shields,  William  Smith,  Sprigg, 
Stanly,  Steenrod,  Straiton,  John  T.  Stuart,  Taliaferro,  Treiii, 
Tumey,  Van  Bureo,  Watterson,  Joaeph  L.  White,  Yorke, 
and  Augustas  Young— 94. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  here  moved  that  the  Honse 
lake  a  recess  from  4  to  6  o'clock;  which  motion, 
hy  general  consent,  was  agreed  to. 

The  quesiion  was  next  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  legalizing  the  employDaeni  of  cer- 
tain clerks  in  the  Slate  Department;  and  it  was 
not  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  rn  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  defraying  the  expenses  of  distribu- 
ting the  remaining  copies  of  the  printed  returns  of 
the  Sixth  Census — 2,500.  This  amendment  was 
concurred  in. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  restoring  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  salaries  of  the  Solicitor  and  Recorder 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  which  had  been  struck 
oat  by  the  House. 

Mr.  GILMER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered:  and,  on  taking  the  qaestion, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeaa  63,  nays  79, 
as  follows: 

YEA8— Meanv.  Adama,  Allen,  Barnard,  Birdaeye,  Board' 
man^  Bowne,  Childa,  Clinton,  Jamea  Cooper,  Cowen,  Garrett 
Davii^  Dawaon,  Erereit,  Fillmore,  Gatea,  Granger,  Holmea, 
Howard,  Charlea  J.  Infferaoll,  Joaeph  R.  IngersoII,  William 
Ooat  Johnaon,  John  P.  Kennedy,  King,  Linn,  Lowell,  McKen- 
nan, Samaon  Maaon,  Biattocka,  Maxwell,  Bfaynard,  Morgan, 
Morrow,  Oliver,  Pearce,  Plumer,  Pope,  Randolph,  Rayner, 
Rodney,  Jamea  M.  Ruaaell,  Baltonstall,  Banford,  Slade,  Wm. 
Bmith,  dtanly,  Btokely,  Toland,  Tomlinaon,  Triplett,  Tram- 
bullf  Van  Renaaelaer,  Watteraon,  Weatbrook,  Edward  D. 
White,  Joaeph  L.  White,  Thomaa  W.  Williama,  Chriatopher 
H.  Williama,  Joseph  L.  Williama,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke, 
and  John  Voung— €2. 

NAY0— Meaara.  Anington,  Atherton,  Bat)Cock,  Beeaon, 
Boyd,  Brewater,  Brigga,  Brock  way,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Charlea 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Burke,  Burnell,  Patrick  C.  Cald- 
well, WilUam  B.  Oampk>ell,  Caaey,  Chapman,  Chittenden, 
Colea,  Mark  A.  Cooper,  Cranaton,  Richard  D.  Davie,  De- 
Iwrry,  Dolg,  John  C.  Bdwarda,  John  O.  Floyd.  Charlea  A. 
Floyd,  Fornance,  Gilmer,  Graham.  Halated,  Harrie,  Haatinga, 
Haya,flopkini^  Houck,  Houston,  Hutwrd,  Hodson,  Cave  John- 
aon. John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Lewis,  Littlefield,  Abraham  Mc 
Otellan,  Robert  McClellan,  McKay,  McKeon,  John  Thomson 
Maaon,  Mathiot,  Medill,  Mitchell,  Owsley,  Parmenter,  Payne, 
Ramaey,  Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Reed,  Red- 
tag,  RMcbar,  Rid^way,  Roc«n,  Rooaevelt,  William  Russell, 
•mmU,  aiiaw,  SRueldi,flDy&r,  Staaorod,  Bcnuton,  Alaiuider 


H.  H.  Btuait,  John  T.  Btnait,  Tiotti,  Tornby,  aad  Vote, 
wood— 79. 

The  other  anendiBents  were  all  ooMwrred  in. 
TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  take 
up  the  treasury  note  bill,  which  had  come  froaa  the 
Senate  with  an  additional  section  as  an  amendment. 

Tbe  qaestion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  explained  the  object  of  ihe 
amendment,  and  moved  ihe  previous  question 
upon  it,  which  was  snstained  by  the  Hon&e. 

The  amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

MILITARY   DIVISIONS  OF   THE  UNITED 

STATES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  Ibe  Whole 
en  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Atherton  in 
tbe  chair,)  and  took  np  bill  No.  798,  being  a  bill 
to  divide  the  United  States  into  two  military  dis- 
tricts. 

Mr.  STANLY  addressed  the  committee  on  this 
bill,  in  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  replied  to  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  who,  he  said,  had  evi- 
dently not  examined  the  bill,  and  did  not  under- 
stand it. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  JAMBS 
COOPER,  who  moved  that  theoommittee  rise. 

The  motion,  wa«  agreed  to,  and  the  Honso  took 
a  recess  for  two  hours — it  being  now  4  o*cloek. 

XVENIRO  8K8SI0V. 

At  6  oVslock  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  [Mr.  ATHsaTON]  resumed  the  chair. 

MILITARY  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  U.  S. 

The  pending  question  was  a  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  hoped  that  tbe  com- 
mittee would  not  rise  without  reporting  the  bill. 

The  question  wais  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
rise.    The  Chair  reported  ayes  12,  noes  34. 

Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  that  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  quorum  present  be  reported  to  tiie  House. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  called  for  a  count. 

Tellers  reported  ayes  8,  noes  69. 

Mr.  ADAMS  insisted  upon  tbe  fact  being  re- 
ported 10  the  House. 

After  ineffectual  attempts  on  the  part  of  several 
gentlemen  to  prevent  the  committee  Irom  rising- 
Mr.  A.  insiAiiog  on  his  demand — 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  quorum  .  must  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

The  committee  rose,  accordingly,  and  reported 
the  fact. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
Hou9e,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered,  and  resulted — yeas  45, 
nays  79. 

So  tbe  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  offered  a  resolution,  di- 
recting that  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  divide  the  United  States  into  two  mil- 
itary districts  shall  cease  in  fifteen  minutes  after 
the  HoBse  shall  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  a  re-issue  of  treasury  notes 
was  returned  from  the  Senate-^that  body  adhering 
to  its  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  House  ad- 
hered to  its  disagreement;  and  a  committee  of  con- 
ference was  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  holding 
a  eirenit  eonrt  of  the  United  S'Rtes  at  Williams- 
port,  in  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tiie  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Ogle  Tayloe,  returned  from  the  Senate  with  an 
amendment,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  G.  DAVIS  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table.  After  much  noise,  agreed  to— ayes  78, 
noes  47. 

The  SenateHi  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Skirvjng  was  concurred  in. 

Also,  the  Senators  amendment  to  the  bill  grant- 
ing pensions  to  certain  widows  and  revolutionary 
soldiers. 

Also,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 


for  the  protection  of  commerce  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Also,  the  amendments  to  the  bill  in  iiAathm  to 
pre-emption  rights.    [Title  not  beard.] 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  te  rdief  ofJtobm 
B.  Lewis  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  David  Weleh 
failed  at  first,  for  want  of  two-thirds  to  suspend  fbe 
rules. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  called  for  tellers,  WUdi 
were  ordered;  aod  the  motion  to  stifepend  was  car- 
ried— ayes  96,  noes  34. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  passed. 

LADIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELUR,  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  that,  for  this  evening,  ladies  ahoald 
be  admitted  on  tbe  floor  of  tbe  ball. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  general  consent,  laid  before 
the  Hoofce  several  Executive  communioationa. 

MILITARY  DISTRIGTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,«t  7  dYlMk, 
the  Hooae  resolved  itself  into  Coumiiuae  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  resMMd  the 
conaideimtioB  of  ilm  mitttary  disfrfet  bill. 

After  maeh  eonftision,  aad  sevmal  alistepii,  fa- 
effeotvally  made,  to  lay  the  bill  aside,  with  a  ^imr 
to  take  up  ether  boslness,  (i.  e.  the  fine  bill,  tte.) 
the  committee  rose  aad  reported  it  to  tbe  Htfose. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  m<yved  tHe  ffrriovi 
question. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  YORKE  asked  the  yeas  and  naya;  vMeh 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  withdrew  his  motion. 

And  the  question  reearred  on  the  deafttod  f&t  ibt 
previous  question;  which  was  seeolided. 

And  the  main  qaastioa  was  ordered  to  be  tiken, 
(being  on  the  engrossment.) 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  asked  Ihe  yeasand  aaya.  wUeh 
were  ordered;  and,  being  |aken,  were— jrcas  98, 
nays  69,  as  follows: 

YEA.9— Menn.  Landaff  W.  Aodrawi,  anoid,  anif^Ma, 
Aiherton,  Babcock,  Banon,  Bmbuo,  Bidlack,  BItair,  Boardpiaa, 
Boils,  Bowne,  Brewsier,  BroDSOo,  Aaron  V.  Brown,  UiltOk 
Brown,  Charlea  Brown,  William  Butler,  William  O.  Bttiw, 
Green  W.  Caldwell,  John  Campbell,  Thomaa  J.  Ounpbril, 
Caruthera,  Cary,  Caaey,  Chapman,  John  C.  Clark,  Ctmioa, 
Cranston,  Cross,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Bavia,  Dean,  Dtbeiiy, 
John  C.  Edwards,  Ferris,  Charlea  A.  Floyd,  Poroaoce,  ^iuA- 
ble.  Gentry,  Gilmer,  Green,  Harrii,  Haaunga,  Haja,  HooMos, 
Charlea  J.  IngerooII,  Cave  Johnaon,  Keim.  Lane,  Lavi^  Lit' 
tlefifld,  Lowell,  Abraham  McClellan.  Robert  McCIaDan. 
McKeon,  Malloty,  Thomaa  F.  Muahall,  John  TtiooMOo 
Medill,  Miller,  Morgaa,  Oliver,   Parmanler,  Payoe,  I 


Plumer,  Pope,  Randolph,  Rayner,  Redinfc  ReTDokh.  Rlsfi, 
Rodney,  Rogers,  Bhepperd,  Bprieg,  Steenrod,  Btoikdy,  Bcrattoo, 
John  T.  Stuart,  Bummera,  Jacob  Tbompaon,  111liMthaat,T». 
land,  Triplett,  TumeT,  Underwood,  Van  Bursa,  Ward,  Wvh- 
Ingion,  Watteraon,  Weller,  Weatbrook^  Edward  D.  Vnx\n», 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WiUiamsi  and  Aoauauia 
younK-96. 

NAYb— Meana.  Adams,  Allan,  Sherlock  J.  Aodrvws^  Bakar, 
Barnard,  Birdaeye,  Briggs,  Jeremiah  Browiv  Calboun*  ChJliW, 
Chittenden,  Colea,  Jamea  Cooper,  Cowea,  CraveDa,  f^wford, 
Cashing,  Garrett  Daria,  Everett,  Gatca.  Patrick  Q.  Gooda, 
Graham,  Granger,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hopkina,  Houck,  Bowaid, 
Hudaon,  William  Cost  Johnaon,  John  P.  Kennedy,  KiDg,L*ao, 
McKay,  McKennan,  Samson  Maaon,  Mafkiot,  Mattocks,  tfaz- 
weil,  Meriwether,  Morria,  Oaborae^  Pearoe,  Powell,  Bamsaj, 
Benjamin  Randall,  Alexander  Randall,  Rencbar,  Rktgwsj, 
Roosevelt,  William  Rusaell,  Jamea  M.  Ruaell,  BalionaCafl, 
Saoford,  Sewell,  Shaw,  Blade,  WilUam  Smith,  Snyder,  Sianly, 
Tomlinaon,  TrotU,  Van  RaiNaalaar,  Joaspk  L.  Whiu,  Thomaa 
W.  Williams,  Winthrop,  Wise,  Yorke,  and  Joha  YooBa— 69. 

So  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  at  this  time. 

And,  having  been  read  a  third  time,  the  bill  was 
passed. 

Mr.  P.  Q.  OOODB,  from  the  Covmittee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  made  a  report 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Seaaiei  sla- 
ting that  that  body  receded  from  its  third  amend- 
ment to  Ibe  general  appropriatioa  bill,  bat  ia- 
sisted  on  its  others. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BOLL. 

At  ibe  reqaest  of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  this  bill  was 
taken  np.  The  House,  on  his  motion,  persisted 
in  its  d'sagreement  to  the  amtndmenfs  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  a  Committee  of  Conference  was  ordered 
to  be  appointed. 

THE  SPEAKBRnS  ADMINISTTRATION. 


Mr.  WJfiLLER  of  Ohio,  oa  leave  0ivea,  had 

presented  tbe  following  tesolntion: 

i2aao<«e<LThat  (be  thanka  of  tfiie  fbmm  tia  ofbori  t»  S9 
iSoD.  John  Whits,  for  dit  able,  inpaitflu,  and  dviiflod  bma- 


GQMei^9SI0NAL  QLQBB. 


99»t 


Dar  ID  vblcb  he  has  di«ch|urged  tlxe  duties  of  Speaker  during  the 

jiad  Mf-  C^t^S-  BROWN,  having  timted  that 
li^^^Mosed  the  yeas  and  nays  would  not  be  taken 
0».  iha  i«9oI«^Hni|  but  that  he,  for  one,  eonld  not 
y^ict'iU  pMMeded  (amidst  nnfeh  manifeat  99nr 
siibttin  the  hall)  fo  make  some  remarks. 

Bt  did  not  intend,  be  said,  to  make  a  speeeb  on 
t^reioloUoB,  though  be  was  oppoted  to  its  adop- 
tjoi.  The  f  ote  he  was  about  to  gire  was  not  bis . 
owa.  Be  was  here  the  representative  of  some 
0B^O(Wof  die  people  of- these  United  States,  and 
vkea  b0  ^"^  asked  to  vote  that  the  Speaker  of 
thU^Boase  had  acted,  as  Speaker,  in  an  Impartial 
niufer,  he  eomld  not  assent  to  it. 

^.  McKE(>N  interposed,  and,  remarking  tbai 
it  WIS  rather  warly  in  ibe  evening  to  enter  upon 
tbis  sabject,  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to  permit 
this  sabjeet  to  I  ie  over  until  tb^  coald  dispose  of 
the  Wisess  before  them. 

Mx*  BROWN  declined  to  comply  with  the  re* 
qiua|t,  ai^d  proceeded.  The  people  he  represented 
here,  he  said,  bad  interests,  and  they  had  a  right 
iitot^  way  ar  other  to  have  them  represented  in 
this  Hoase.  In  the  formation  of  the  committees 
of  this  Honse  at  the  last  ^esvion^  Mx.  B.  b^d  been 
plaeed  on  a  committee  that  bsd  no  relation  to  any 
of  those  intereats  of  bis  constitnents  in  the  most 
remote  manner.  He  bad  refused  to  serve  on  that 
eommittee,  and  hsd  given  his  reasons  therefor  to 
the  HoQfie.  That  committee  bad  no  dniies  to  per- 
form in  which  bis  constitnents  had  any  interest 
whatever.  In  the  formation  of  the  committees  of 
this  HoQse,  again  bis  name  did  not  appear. 

[A  distant  voice:  "It  onght  not  to  appear.'*] 

Mr.  B.  pat  it  to  gentlemen  that  his  name  bad  as 
good  a  right  there  as  the  gentleman^  name,  al- 
though be  did  come  from  Kentucky.  That  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  Pbiladelpbia  which  be  repre- 
sented had  as  good  a  right  as  the  people  of  Ken- 
tncky,  or  as  the  people  of  any  other  place,  to  be 
heard,  and  to  have  their  interests  conbolted  here; 
md  when  they  were  insulted,  or  at  least  neglected, 
he  could  not  stand  here  in  a  craven  spirit  to  vote 
that  the  Speaker  bad  discharged  bis  duties  in  an 
impartial  manner.  For  the  Speaker,  in  all  the  pri- 
me relations  of  life,  Mr.  B.  had  the  highest  le- 
spect;  but  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  was  of 
lome  pnblic  consequence  or  of  no  consequence, 
isd  he  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution;  and  be 
might  say  that,  in  many  instances,  the  Speaker  bad 
not  conducted  himself,  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  in 
in  impartial  manner;  but  he  left  the  House  to 
jodge  for  itself.  For  one,  standing  here  as  a 
Representative  of  the  people*  and  feeling  that  the 
%aker  bad  not  treated  them  and  their  representa- 
tive in  this  ball  with  justice,  Blf .  B.  deemed  it  his 
dQi|  to  pronounce  in  this  House  that  the  Speaker 
bad  not  done  the  duties  of  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  B.  had  heard  a  voice  say  that  he  (Mr.  B.) 
ought  not  to  have  been  placed  there. 

LA  distant  voice:  '*You  did;  I  repeat  it.  I  say 
it  on  my  own  anthority  and  responiibitity.] 

Mr.  B  continued.  When  be  bad  entered  this 
hall  as  a  Representative  of  a  portion  of  the  people 
of  these  United  States,  be  had  come  in  here  as  a 
Represenutive  second  to  none.  He  was  the  Rep- 
resentative of  68,000  people;  they  bad  thought 
proper  to  send  bim  here— to  dignify  him  as  a  Rep- 
resentative of  the  American  people;  and  no  man  here, 
no  matter  how  old  be  might  be,  or  how  high  out  of 
this  House,  bad  any  better  claims  to  be  beard  than 
ht  had.  They  were  all  eqaal  on  this  floor;  and, 
for  one,  he  bad  not  been  sent  here  to  play  second 
fiddle  to  any  man;  nor  should  he  do  it.  He  would 
vote,  so  far  as  the  personal  relations  between  him- 
self and  the  Speaker  were  concerned,  in  honor  of 
ibe  Speaker;  but  be  could  not  say  that  be  bad  acted, 
vith  reference  to  his  public  duties,  in  an  impartial 
oanner. 

Mr.  PICKBNS  rose  to  make  an  appeal  to  those 
gentlemen  with  whom  it  had  been  his  pride  and 
pleasure  to  act  on  all  great  public  qaestions.  He 
boped  they  would  make  no  opposition  to  the  pres- 
ent resolution.  Mr.  P.  well  remembered  when,  on 
a  similar  occasion,  a  similar  resolution  bad  been 
tendered  to  a  Speaker  who  had  presided  with  dis- 
ti^gtiisbed  iUi)iQty  over  the  House,  that  it  was  as* 


sailed  «iib  bitremes? — I  allude  to  Mr.  Speaker 
Polk.  I  thought  then  it  was  unkind  and  uod  gni- 
fied»  and  tt^ink  so  still.  It  was  unworthy  of  the  oc- 
casion. And  let  us  not  now  imitate  an  example 
set  us  by  our  opponents,  which  it  does  not  become 
us  to  follow.  Where  they  acted  wrong,  let  as  do 
right.  Let  us,  on  this  occasion^  in  our  closing 
scenes,  act  with  liberality  and  generosity. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  came  here  a  member  in  1834, 
soon  after  I  was  of  an  age  to  be  eligible;  and  1  can 
say,  without  arrogance,  that  there  has  been  no 
great  public  question  that  has  arisen,  (rom  that 
time  to  the  present,  in  which  I  have  not  taken  an 
active  and  decided  part;  axid  on  any  measure  in* 
volviog  vital  principle,  I  think  I  can  say  that  I 
would  be  amongst  the  last  to  yield.  It  has  been 
my  habit,  on  all  ;uch  measures,  to  be  Arm  and  de- 
cided, and  even  sometimes  ultra.  Bur,  while  it 
has  been  my  pride  to  take  the  highest  and  most  un- 
compromising grounds  upon  questions  of  principle, 
yet,  in  everything  involving  the  mere  courtesies 
of  life,  and  personal  liberality,  it  is  the  glory  of  my 
nature  to  yield,  where  generosity  demands  it. 

I  look  upon  the  present  resolution  as  involving 
no  principle,  bui  as  an  act  of  usual  compliment, 
habitually  paid  in  every  civilized  assembly  to  its 
presiding  oflicer;  and  I  trust  my  friends  will  net  do 
anything  to  mar  the  appropriate  harmony  of  the 
occasion.  Let  us  remember  that  it  is  the  lot  of 
humanity  to  err,  and  that  it  is  the  glory  of  a  mag- 
nanimous nature  to  forgive  and  to  forget.  I  have 
been  engaged  in  the  fierc^t  and  most  bitter  con- 
flicts that  have  occurred  upon  most  of  the  discus- 
sions of  the  day;  and  yet  I  can  lay  my  band  upon 
my  heart,  and,  as  I  am  about  to  retire,  declare, 
in  the  utmost  sincerity,  that  I  have  at  this  moment 
not  a  single  unkind  feeling  towards  any  one  with 
whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  be  thrown  to- 
gether in  all  the  associations  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  Congress  has  done  enough  to 
engender  bitter  and  hostile  feelings  amongst  mem- 
bers upon  Ibis  floor;  and  it  has  also  done  enough 
to  sow  the  seedsof  discord,  wide  and  deep,  throogb- 
out  the  Confederacy.  And  now  that  we  are  about 
to  dose  our  labors,  let  us  not,  in  our  expiring  mo- 
ments, show  that  (like  the  savage)  we  can  harbor 
vengeance  and  malignity  even  in  the  dying  hour. 
Let  us  .«eize  upon  this  occasion  (which  ha^  always 
been  considered  fit  and  proper)  to  mingle  togeth/?r 
in  harmony,  and  exhibit  all  the  nobler  attributes  of 
magnanimity  and  generosity. 

Sir,  we  are  about  to  part,  and  many  of  usforewer. 
In  Gk>d*s  name,  let  us  part  in  peace;  and  may  every 
unkind  recollection  of  the  past  be  absorbed  in  one 
common  feeling — and  that,  a  hvrningj  devoted  altach' 
ment  te  our  eommonetmntryt  her  honoTyOnd  her  glory, 
I  am  ready  to  vote  with  cheerfulness  for  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  WELLER  said  be  had  no  expectation,  in 
bringing  forward  this  rei>olntion,thai  it  would  have 
provoked  a  discussion;  although,  if  he  bad  reflected 
upon  the  character  of  some  in  this  House,  he 
might  have  anticipated  that  it  would  meet  with  op- 
position from  certain  quarters. 

This  was  an  act  of  courtesy  (continued  Mr.  W.) 
which  had  always  been  extended  to  the  presiding 
officer  of  this  House  at  the  close  of  every  Congress. 
He  believed  there  was  not  a  single  iiuiance  in  the 
history  of  this  American  Congress,  where  a  similar 
resolution  had  not  been  presented  and  passed  upon 
by  a  majority  of  this  House.  Mr.  W.  did  not 
undertake  to  say  that  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House  had  alwajs  acted,  as  presiding  officer,  in 
conformity  with  his  (Mr.  W.^s)  views;  er  that,  in 
the  appointment  of  the  committees  of  this  House, 
or  in  the  decisions  of  qaestions  of  order,  the  Speaker 
bad  pursued  such  a  course,  and  given  such  decis- 
ions, as  he  should  have  given;  bat  he  undertook  to 
say  that  the  Speaker  had  discharged  his  duty  as 
faithfully  as  was  possible  for  a  man  operated  upon 
by  the  same  feelings  and  influences  that  operated 
upon  them  all.  They  were  all  fallible;  the  Speak- 
er was  a  party  man,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  a  party 
man — an  ultra  party  man.  Mr.  W.  would  oppose 
the  Speaker  and  the  majority  of  this  House  upon 
any  of  the  questions  involving  those  great  princi- 
ples on  which  he  stood  before  the  country,  as  warm- 
ly and  ardently  as  the  gentleman  from  Pensylva- 
nia  [Mr.  BaowM]  woula;  but  be  was  no;  «illin§  to 


carry  bis  opposition  so  far  as  that  it  should  degen- 
erate into  malignity.  He  was  not  willing  to  stand 
before  this  Hou<te,  and  exhibit  a  personal  malignity. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  an  opportunity  to  explain. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tern,  [Mr.  Baioos]  called  the 
House  (which  was  at  this  moment  in  great  confua- 
sion)  to  order,  and  requested  gentlemen  to  resume 
their  seats  and  preserve  order.  It  was  impossible 
to  proceed  with  decorum,  unless  this  was  don^. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Mr.  Weller  yielding  the  floor) 
said  he  had  expre^'sly  stated  tbat  he  had  not  an 
unkind  feeling  towards  the  Speaker,  and  he  had 
said  ko  in  iruib;  and  no  gentleman  on  this  floor 
bad  a  right  to  suppose,  or  to  say,  ibai  he  had  any 
other  than  kind  feelings.  But  be  voted  for  bis 
consiitueni* ;  and  he  could  not,  in  justice  to  them^ 
vote  that  the  conduct  of  thr  Speaker  had  been  im- 
partial, when  he  believed  the  contrary. 

Mr.  WELLE^R  resumed.  He  had  ubderstood 
the  genleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  say  that  he 
had  not  had  that  place  upon  the  committees  af  this 
House  that  his  merits  would  entitle  him  to.  The 
gentleman  had  certainly  assigned  that  as  one  of  the 
reasons  which  would  influence  his  7ote. 

Mr.  W.  had  no  wish  to  prolong  this  discussion. 
He  hoped — about  to  separate  as  they  were,  many  of 
them  never  to  moet  again — ^that  they  would  sepa- 
rate with  the  kindest  feelings  towards  each  other. 
He  had  submitted  this  resolution  upon  his  own 
responsibility — though  as  violently  opposed  to 
the  Speaker  of  this  House  upon  political  principles 
as  any  man  within  the  sound  of  his  voice-r-as  an 
act  of  courtesy,  of  generosity,  of  magnanimjty, 
which  no  Congress  had  ever  refused.  He  was 
willing,  for  his  part,  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
that  act  here  and  before  the  country.  Let  gentle- 
men who  desired  go  against  it;  he  should  record 
bis  vote  upon  the  journal  in  favor  it. 

Mr.  BURKE  (across)  wa.s  understood  to  say  be 
should  vote  against  ir. 

Mr.  WELLER.  The  gentleman  might  go 
against  it  if  he  chose.  Mr.  W.  did  not  pretend  to 
dictate  to  any  man  as  to  his  vote. 

It  was  for  this  House  (Mr.  W. continued)  to  de- 
cide whether,  in  this  case,  they  would  refuse  to  ex- 
tend this  act  of  courtesy  to  the  Speaker  of  this 
House,  at  a  period  when  they  were  about  to  sep- 
arate, never  again  to  meet  in  this  hall;  and  he 
hoped  and  trusted  that  the  spirit  of  magnanimity 
and  generosity  which  should  characterize  every 
true  Democrat  would  be  found  to  actuate  every 
man  with  whom  he  associated  here. 

Mr.  CUSHING  obtained  the  floor;  but  yielded 
it,  for  purposes  of  explanation,  at  the  request  of—. 

Mr.  WISE,  who  said  he  had  not  one  word  to 
say — and  for  many  reasons — upon  the  resolution 
proposed  to  the  House  at  this  timp;  and  he  certain- 
ly should  not  have  taken  the  floor,  but  for  some  re- 
marks which  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickens,]  in  which,  although 
the  gentleman  had  diiclaimed  intending  any  per- 
sonal reproach  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  or  to  any  other 
gentlemen,  yet  (Mr.  W.  was  understood  to  say)  he 
bad  seemed  to  disapprove  of  the  precedent.  But 
the  gentleman  bad  undertaken  to  say  that  that  was 
a  precedent  unworthy  of  example;  and  had  under* 
taken  to  say,  further,  that  it  had  sprung  from  a 
spirit  of  malignity. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  had  staled  that  he  bad 
thought  at  that  time  that  it  was  unkind  and  undig- 
nified. 

Mr.  WISE  was  understood  to  say  that  the  oppo- 
sition to  tbat  resolution  had  not  sprung  from  bim. 
Opposition  to  such  a  resolution  never  could  origin- 
ate with  him.  But  when  it  had  been  presented  to 
bim  at  tbat  time,  the  judgment  which  many  formed 
was,  that  either  that  resolution  was  a  compliment 
of  snbbtance,  or  of  mere  form.  If  it  was  a  compli- 
ment of  mere  form— ^'yours  truly,"  or  "your  obe- 
dient servant,"  or  <*dear  sir,"  to  a  letter — why,  iben 
it  was  worse  than  a  poor  compliment:  it  was 
'^damning  a  man  with  faint  praise."  But  if  it  was 
meant  to  be  a  serious  judgment,  (he  spoke  of  the 
past,)  if  it  was  intended  to  declare  as  trnih  the  abil- 
ity. Impartiality,  and  dignity  of  the  Speaker,  they 
were  bound  to  sit  in  judgment,  and  to  render  a  ver- 
dict; and  not  a  verdict  of  mere  form,  bnt  upon  their 
opinions,  under  their  oaths,  a  verdict  upon  the  cod- 
I  duct,  upon  the  administration  of  the  SpeakaTf  of 
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truth  or  of  untrnth,  of  justice  or  of  iDjastiee;  and  it 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  qn»stion  of  generosity. 
He  eared  not  how  generous  a  man  might  be. 
Thoush  his  generosity  might  be  nnbouDded,  no 
man  had  a  right  to  vote  what  he  did  not  think  to 
be  tree.  No  man  had  a  right  to  render  a  jndgra^nt 
for  mere  form,  which  jadgment  he  did  not  really 
entertain.  This  was  the  principle  which  had  gov- 
erned that  precedtnt;  and  it  had  been  regarded  as 
Ihe  only  mode  either  of  rewarding  a  faithfal,  im- 
partial, dignified  Speaker,  or  of  punishing  one  who 
poKesicd  not  those  qualities. 

In  reply  to  some  remarks  of  (he  genrif  man  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  WsLLEa,]  Mr.  Wise  had  only  to  s^ay 
that  It  would  be  the  meanest  malignity  for  any 
gentleman  to  refuse  a  vote  of  thanks  to  a  Speaker 
who,  all  believed,  had  tried  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously to  discharge  hia  duties — to  jot tify  a  vote  of 
this  Bind  merely  on  party  grounds.  He  could  not 
vote  either  upon  one  side  or  the  other,  although  he 
bad  always  been  a  parly  man,  like  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  He  could  not  vote  as  a  partisan,  or  act 
as  a  partisan,  were  he  Speaker;  for  that  partisan 
spirit  which  actuated  them  in  the  heat  of  debate, 
and  in  their  usaal  business  here,  oaght  entirely  to 
be  excluded  from  the  human  boscm  when  an  in- 
dividual took  that  chair. 

Mr.  W.  remarked,  in  conclosion,  that  he  bad 
merely  risen  to  vindicate  those  who,  on  a  former 
occasion,  bad  voted  against  a  similar  resolution, 
which  had  been  alloded  to. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  observed  that  he  should 
not  have  said  one  word  but  for  what  had  fallen 
from  his  particular  friend  and  colleagae,  [Mr. 
BaowN,]  who  had  first  addressed  the  House. 
Should  he  act  as  a  private  individual,  actuated 
only  by  feelings  and  griefs  of  a  personal  nature, 
he  might  perhaps  as  bitterly  and  as  heartily  vote 
against  this  resolution  of  thanks  as  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  House.  When  he  first  came  here, 
thirty  years  ago,  he  had  been  placed  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  he  confe<sed  he  felt 
not  a  little  repognanoe  to  find  himself  thrust  down 
by  the  present  Speaker  to  the  tail  of  that  commit- 
tee. And  when  he  had  attempted  his  maiden 
■peeeh  on  the  floor  of  the  present  Congress,  the 
House  would  recollect  bow  repeatedly  and  iu  how 
overbearing  a  manner  he  had  been  called  to  order 
by  the  Chair  for  irrelevancy;  so  often,  indeed,  that 
bad  be  not  been  rather  a  cool  old  gentleman,  he 
ahould  have  been  quite  overcome  by  it.  But  Mr. 
I.  entirely  agreed  with  his  colleague  [Mr.  Browm]. 
that  he  had  here  no  right  to  vote  as  an  individual; 
he  acted  here  as  the  representative  of  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  women,  and  children,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  great  American  family.  And 
SB  to  the  charge  upon  the  Speaker  of  having  acted 
as  a  party  man,  did  they  not  all  belong  to  political 
•  parties  of  some  description?  And  did  not  his  col- 
league know  that  be  was  in  a  minority  herct  And 
were  they  bound  to  eipect  from  the  presiding  offi- 
cer— from  any  presiding  officer — under  snch  cir- 
cumstances, anything  different  from  what  they  had 
Kceivedl  Mr.  I.  had  been  in  that  hall  when  one 
of  the  most  brilliant,  powerful,  and  eloquent  men 
that  this  or  any  other  country  had  ever  produced 
presided  in  that  chair;  and  he  had  witnessed,  at  that 
time,  as  at  all  other  times  had  happened,  both  be* 
fore  and  since,  the  selection  of  committees  made 
in  part  on  political  and  party  grounds.  This  was 
to  be  looked  for;  and,  unless  the  Speaker  acted  on 
feelings  of  odious,  open,  and  despicable  pauiality 
in  distributing  the  appointments  of  the  House,  .the 
members  of  the  House  were  bound  to  vote  in  the 
belief  that  he  had  done  no  more  than  to  act  in  con- 
formity to  those  free  Democratic  principles  in 
which  they  all  lived,  moved,  and  had  their  polit- 
ical being  as  American  citizens.  Mr.  I.  was  free 
to  confess  that,  during  the  first  session  he  had  been 
here,  he  had  for  a  time  felt  sore,  a&d  felt  annoyed 
by  the  coarse  of  the  Cbair  in  regard  to  him,  and 
considered  himself  as  not  without  some  rea^^on  to 
complain,  (though  he  never  complained  unless  the 
case  was  very  hard  indeed,  for  it  never  did  any 
good,  or  procured  a  man  any  respect;)  but,  during 
the  last  two  sessions,  be  thought  the  course  of  the 
Speaker  bad  well  entitled  him  to  a  vote  of  thanks 
like  that  now  proposed,  and  he  should  vote  it  most 
ebearfoUy. 


He  would  add  that,  in  his  judgment,  we  owed 
something,  we  owed  much,  to  the  country;  we 
owed  something,  we  owed  much,  to  our  own  free 
institutions;  we  owed  something,  too,  and  very 
much,  to  history.  He  was  not  at  liberty,  because 
he,  as  an  individual,  might  suppose  the  composi- 
tion of  the  committees  of  the  House  to  be  im- 
proper  or  inexpedient,  to  refuse,  on  that  account, 
his  vote  of  thanks  to  a  presiding  officer  who  had, 
in  the  general,  done  his  best  to  preserve  impar- 
tiality in  administering  the  duties  of  the  Chair; 
and  snch  he  did,  in  his  conscience,  believe  had 
been  the  aim  and  endeavor  of  the  present  Speaker. 
He  had  thooght,  during  the  lait  six  weeks,  that  the 
Sp'^aker  had  been  to  blame  for  many  things.  For 
example,  Mr.  I.  had  hardly  been  able  to  step  into 
the  lobby,  or  even  to  move  into  various  parts  of 
the  Hcuse  itself,  without  being  interrupted  by 
"lobby  members^'  and  other  persons.  This  he 
presumed  to  be,  at  least  in  part,  the  fault  of  the 
Speaker.  But  it  was  a  part  of  their  legislation 
which  every  gentleman  owed  to  every  other  gen- 
tleman, to  say  for  him,  if  it  could  with  tnith  be 
said,  that  he  had  discharged  his  public  duty  in  an 
impartial,  fair,  and  dignified  manner.  And  Mr.  I. 
would  here  ray,  that  he  felt  entirely  free  to  ac- 
knowledge  that,  had  he  been  placed  in  that  chair, 
ho  doubled  greatly  whether  he  should  have  be- 
haved as  well,  upon  the  whole,  as  this  Speaker 
had  done.  Ifr.  I.  as^ain  observed,  tl  at  he  agreed 
with  his  colleague  [Mr.  Beowm]  that  it  was  their 
duty,  on  occasions  like  these,  to  act  and  vote,  not 
for  th^mselve^  personally,  but  for  their  constitu- 
ents— for  their  conn  try^or  history,  and  not  for 
party  in  any  form.  Let  him  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  and  all  others,  what 
had  been  the  consequence  of  the  withholding,  by 
this  House,  of  a  vote  of  thanks  from  Mr.  Speaker 
Polk?  It  had  made  him  Governor  of  one  of  the 
most  respectable  States  of  this  Union.  [A  voice: 
"Not  at  all— not  in  the  least.*']  He  could  tell  that 
gentleman  that  be  was  mistaken;  it  had  operated 
greatly  in  producing  that  very  result. 

Mr.  TURNEY  here  interposed,  and  remarked 
that  the  House  had  not,  in  point  of  fact,  withheld 
its  vote  of  thanks  from  Mr.  Speaker  Polk;  neither 
bad  the  attempt  to  do  so  had  any  the  least  influ- 
ence ftn  the  aubernatorial  election  in  Tennessee. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  resumed.  As  to  that,  he  had 
not  the  honor  of  teing  a  citiien  of  that  State,  and 
was  not,  therefore,  as  well  entitled  to  speak  as 
the  gentleman  might  be.  But  he  had  been  about 
to  ask  what  were  the  feelings  of  the  people  in  cases 
of  this  kind?  Did  they  sympathize  with  the  per- 
sonal resentments  of  members  here?  Members 
themselves  were,  while  within  these  walls,  in  the 
very  focus  of  most  powerful  passions;  they  hated 
one  and  loved  another,  and  were  often  brim  full  of 
wrath  and  resentment;  but  the  moment  they  stepped 
without  those  doors,  they  got  out  of  the  charmed 
circle  in  which  they  had  thus  been  spell-bound, 
and  found  that  they  were  in  a  very  different  re- 
gion. The  people  were  always  disposed  to  be 
generous  and  forgiving,  and  they  looked  with  but 
little  approbation  on  the  cherishing  of  an  opposite 
spirit  by  gentlemen  leaving  these  halls.  For  him- 
self, he  must  in  candor  say,  that  while  he  had 
voted  against  most  of  those  political  measures 
which  Mr.  Speaker  White  approved,  aid  would 
have  preferred  that  they  should  not  succeed,  he 
could  not  find  it  in  bis  conscience  or  in  his  breast, 
and  as  a  duty  he  owed  to  patriotism  and  to  the 
country,  to  withhold  his  vote  of  thanks  on  such  an 
occasion;  and  though  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be 
ordered,  he  must  continue  to  act  under  this  con- 
viction, and  record  his  name  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  COOPER  of  Pennsylvania  said  that  he  did 
not  know  that  the  refusal  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  C. 
BaowN,]  who  had  first  addressed  the  House,  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  pending  resolution,  would  de* 
tract  anything  from  the  honor  which  the  Speaker 
might  receive  from  its  adoption.  He  was,  indeed, 
rather  inclined  to  believe  that  his  colleague's  vote 
in  its  favor  would  have  been  understood  as  casting 
some  degree  of  suspicion  on  the  Spr aker^  integri- 
ty; and  be  suspected  very  much  that  that  officer 
would  rather  rejoice  that  he  was  without  the  vote 
of  a  man  who  would  refuse  to  vote  a  resoluiion 


of  common  courtesy.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  uk 
risen  with  any  purpose  of  entering  ii»toaqmn2 
with  his  colleague.  What  people  was  it  ^t  hi 
represented  on  this  floor?  The  citizens  ef  phikh 
delphia,  or  a  portion  of  them.  And  had  bis  o^ 
stituency  been  treated  unjustly  or  slightingly  by  ihi 
Speaker  in  his  appointment  of  the  standing  com* 
mittees  of  that  House?  Let  gentlemen  ]oStt  tke 
facts,  and  then  the  gentleman  would  find  that  his 
vociferous  accusations  woald  not  go  nry  iu 
against  recorded  history.  The  Committee  of  Wan 
and  Means  had  a  member  from  Phtladelphia  placed 
upon  it;  the  Committee  on  Commerce  had  anoiber 
member  from  Philadelphia;  the  Committee  oa  tke 
Judiciary  had  another  gentlemsn  from  Philadel- 
phia, and,  at  the  first  session  of  this  Congiea,  had 
had  two;  and  yet  the  gentleman  could  get  apheri 
and  avail  himself  of  a  moment  like  this  to  obtmdi 
his  private  griefs,  and  pour  out  on  that  House  the 
bitterness  of  his  gall.  Mr.  C.  was  informed  thit 
his  colleague  had  at  one  time  been  appointed  t 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  bat  bad 
never  once  met  the  committee. 

[Mr.  Bbowm.    At  the  extra  session— it  met  but 
once] 

Thus  it  appeared,  not  only  that  three  of  the  most 
weighty  and  important  committees  of  ike  Honae 
had  each  a  member  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
but  his  colleague  himself  was  placed  by  the  Speaker 
on  the  Committee  of  Private  Land  Claims.   Thit, 
however,  it  seemed,  was,  in  his  estimation,  a  sta* 
lion  quite  below  his  merits;  he  had  beta  most 
unjustly  and  injuriously  slighted,  and  so  had  his 
constituents  in  bis  per^ion,  because  the  Speaker  had 
not  placed  him  at  the  bead  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  or  of  the  Committee  on  Com* 
merce.    And  now,  at  the  closing  moment  of  the 
session,  he  was  found  moved  by  private  inritfs, 
and  what  Mr.  C.  (to  use  no  harsher  epithet)  would 
call  a  vain  ambition,  to  pursue  a  course  which  Mr. 
C.  would  venture  to  predict  was  likely  to  prore 
less  an  injury  than  a  relief  to  him  against  whom 
it  was  aimed.    Mr.  C.  would  appeal  to  the  ntm^ 
ber  of  times  his  colleague  bad  occupied  the  floor 
during  this  Congress.    What  one  member,  erea 
on  the  most  impcrtant  committees  of  the  Hottte, 
had  oftener  consumed  its  time?    The  gentleman 
might  probably  have  thrown  great  light  upon  its 
deliberations;  or,   if  he  bad  thrown  none  at  all, 
(which  might  be  the  opinion  of  some,)  Mr.  C.  at 
any  rate  remembered  to  have  read  in  the  history 
of  Rome  that  the  gabbling  of  a  goose  once  saved 
the  capitol.    [Laughter.]     His  colleague,  it  ap- 
peared, was  disponed  to  complain  that  he  had  been 
placed  upon  what  he  esteemed  too  mean  a  commit- 
tee for  a  person  of  his  distinction — the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims;  though  at  the  bead  of 
that  committee  was  a  gentleman  from  Louisiana, 
[Mr.  MooRB,]  to  act  with  whom  woald  be  no  dis- 
honor to  one  of  far  higher  claims  than  his  col- 
league could  pretend  to. 

Mr.  BROWN,  who  had  several  times  attempted 
to  interpose,  here  obtained  tb«  floor  for  explaaa* 
tion,  and  said  that  the  whole  of  his  colleague's 
remarks  were  based  upon  what  was  not  a  fact. 
Mr.  B.  was  not  on  that  committee.  Let  the  gen- 
tleman confine  himself  to  matter  of  fact,  and  not 
proceed  upon  mere  fiction. 

Mr.  COOPER,  resuming,  saAd  he  would  very 
soon  explain  how  the  matter  of  fact  stood.  His 
colleague  had  been  placed  upon  that  committee  by 
the  Speaker,  and  his  name  had  stood  as  a  member 
of  it  for  eight  months,  during  all  which  time  Mr. 
C  doubted  if  he  bad  once  been  present  at  any  meet- 
ing of  the  committee— certainly  not  half  a  dozen 
times.  [A  voice:  "Not  once."]  And  because  the 
business  of  the  committee  had  accumulated  tbrongh 
his  inattention,  his  name  bad  been  put  off  from 
the  roll  of  its  members. 
The  CHAIR  here  called  to  order. 
Aftersome  desultory  remarks  on  the  question  of 
order- 
Mr.  COOPER  resumed,  and  said  that  he  hoped, 
when  an  attack  like  this,  and  at  such  an  hoar,  wu 
made  upon  the  presiding  officer  of  that  House,  he^ 
(Mr.  C, )  who  felt  his  State  disgraced  by  the  con- 
duct of  his  colleague,  migbt  be  permitted  to  state 
what  were  the  facts  in  reference  to  that  gentleman, 
I  as  well  as  bis  coUeague  to  state  bis  al^tioiw  » 
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regard  to  ibe  Speaker.  Mr.  C.  repeated  the  asser- 
tion, tbtt  Ibis  colleague  of  bis,  though  a  member 
of  a  committee  of  much  importance,  aod  on  whose 
litnds  a  yast  amoant  of  holiness  was  thrown,  bad 
lot  attended  the  committee  half  a  dozen  times  in 
nine  months,  and  that  therefore 

HereMr.  C.  was  again  called  to  order;  when, 
ifter  a  good  deal  of  confosion,  he  said  that  be  had 
BO  desire  to  violate  the  order  of  the  House,  or  to 
proceed  out  of  order;  nor  did  he  esteem  it  to  be  out 
of  order  to  state  what  was  a  fact — that  his  col- 
league bad  been  removed  from  the  committee  for 
nerleet  and  inefBlciency, 

Here  the  confusion  was  greatly  increased. 

Mr.  PAYNB  called  the  gentleman  from  Pf  nn> 
lylTiaia  to  order;  and  the  point  which  he  wished 
to  make  was  this:  Was  it  in  order  for  a  member  to 
ipeak  of  another  as  having,  by  bia  conduct,  dis- 
graced his  State? 

Bdr.  C.  BROWN  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  would  not  press  his  point  of  order.  His 
eolleague  was  a  disgrace  to  the  House,  and  nothing 
he  ooidd  say  could  disgrace  him  below  what  he 
was. 

Mr.  COOPER  said  that,  as  he  coasidered  the 
subject  not  worth  the  controversy,  be  would  resign 
the  floor,  and  resume  his  seat;  which  he  did. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  he  took  the  floor  in  the  hope 
that  a  motion  he  proposed  to  makt,  before  he  re- 
tomed  his  seat,  might  hsye  the  efiect  of  puitirg  an 
ead  to  this  most  unseasonable  and  very  painful  de- 
bate. He  was  biouelf  ready  to  vote  this  resolu- 
tion; he  shonld  do  so,  viewing  it  as  an  act  of  cour- 
tesy doe  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  They  were 
BOW  approaching  the  end  of  a  most  agitated  Con- 
gress— a  Congress  involving  the  greatest  amount  of 
intense  politioU  passion  of  any  which  had  existed 
in  the  entire  history  of  our  Government;  and  he 
deeply  regretted  that  in  ihif^,  the  closing  hour, 
when  ibey  were  about  to  bid  each  other  adieu — it 
might  be  forever — instead  of  parting  as  friends,  as 
fellow  legislators,  as  fellow-citizens  of  the  republic, 
lod,  he  might  say,  as  gentlemen — they  were  indoi- 
pag  In  thef e,  the  tzpiring  moments  of  their  politi- 
eil  existence,  in  a  bitter  and  exasperated  personal 
delmte. 

If  there  was  any  man  on  that  floor  who  had 
cnse  to  feel  that,  in  the  personal  and  party  con- 
tests which  had  marked  the  history  of  this  body, 
daring  both  its  present  and  its  past  session,  inju.«- 
tieehad  been  done  to  him,  Mr.  C.  was  that  man. 
He  felt  it;  he  knew  it;  but  he  was  rr ady  to  sacrifice 
tit  recollection  of  persnaal  umbraep  at  the  altar  of 
tbeeommon  good,  and  of  an  affectionate  desire  for 
the  peace  and  honor  of  that  House.  It  might  be 
ibat  be  was  about  to  leave  that  floor  but  to  enter  on 
a  still  more  agitated  theatre— to  go  back  to  the  peo- 
ple again  upon  questions  which  agitated  the  coun- 
try as  much  as  they  did  that  House,  if  not  more. 
Bot  he  desired  to  leave  that  hall  with  feelings  of 
the  kindest  regard  ro  every  member,  and,  above  all, 
towards  him  who  bad  occupied  that  chair.  That 
ehariiy  might  be  extended  to  himself,  he  desired 
Jirst  to  Fhow  charity  towards  others.  He  fully  re- 
alized for  himself,  and  he  called  upon  the  House 
to  realize  and  to  consider,  under  what  unspeakable 
embarrassments,  both  political  and  personal,  from 
the  division  and  subdivision  of  parties,  the  duties 
of  the  Chair  had  been  performed;  and,  in  view  of 
this,  if  he,  or  it  other  gentlemen,  should  feel  that, 
on  this  or  on  that  occasion,  their  pride  of  place 
mi|(ht  not  have  been  gratified  by  the  Chair,  he  ap- 
plied to  them,  be  appealed  to  himself,  to  east  from 
them  all  such  recollections,  with  all  unkind  feelings 
vhich  might  be  called  up  by  tbem.-^o  that  they 
might,  in  parting,  press  hand  to  hand,  with  nothing 
bat  emotions  of  mutual  regard  and  good-will. 

Under  views  like  these,  he  should  close  the  few 
vords  he  had  ventured  to  present,  by  moving  the 
previous  question. 

And,  by  ayes  G9,  noes  58,  the  demand  was  sec- 
onded. 

And  the  main  question  (i.  e.,  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution)  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  be  excused  from  votipg  on 
this  occasion;  and  he  did  so,  in  part,  that  he  might 
obtain  the  oppoitonity  of  cecnpying  a  moment  in 


vindicating  himself  from  a  charge  whirh  had  gone 
the  rounds  of  the  country,  and  which  he  availed 
himself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  repel,  once 
and  forever.  He  entertained  the  most  kindly  feel- 
ings towards  the  Speaker  of  that  Hou&e--a  gentle- 
man who  had,  on  all  occasions,  treated  Mr.  W. 
with  the  utmost  urbanity,  courtesy,  and  deference, 
and  with  whom  he  had  received  and  reciprocated 
the  personal  courtesies  of  life;  and  he  now  declared 
here,  before  God  and  his  country,  that  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  ask  to  be  excused  from  vo- 
ting on  the  present  resolution,  were  not  reasons  of 
a  personal  nature.  A  slander  bad  gone  abroad, 
which  represeried  Mr.  W.^  course  here  to  have 
sprung  from  a  sense  of  ('jsappointmrnt  in  not  hav- 
ing been  able  to  reach  the  high  station  which  had 
been  occupied  by  the  Speaker  of  that  Housr — a 
station  to  which  there  was  none  un^cr  this  Govern- 
ment he  shonld  prefer.  He  would  not  affect  to 
say  that  he  never  had  desired  it:  it  was  a  station 
fit  to  be  the  summit  of  ambition  to  any  man  whose 
bosom  was  the  f  rat  of  just  and  laudable  aspira- 
tions. Bat  he  did  here  solemnly  declare,  and  with 
as  positive  certainty  as  the  infirmity  of  our  nature 
enabled  any  man  to  speak  of  the  motives  of  bis  own 
heart,  that  in  no  one  act  of  his  public  life  had  he 
been  actuated  towards  that  gentleman  by  any  sense 
of  personal  or  political  disappointment.  The  con- 
trary, whether  wbif^pered  secretly  by  the  insidious 
tongue  of  slanderous  malignity,  or  openly  bruited 
through  the  columns  of  a  corrupt  and  venal  press, 
he  here  pronounced  to  be  a  falsehood.  He  left  this 
declarati9n  to  be  remembered — ^yes,  to  be  remem- 
bered; snd  he  was  perfectly  serious  in  his  request 
to  t>e  excused  from  voting. 

The  question  being  put,  the  request  of  Mr.  Wisk 
was  not  complied  with. 

This  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  vote  re- 
sulted as  follows:  yeas  141,  nays  17. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  take 
up  the  treasury  note  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
.upon  aa  amendment  from  the  Senate,  on  which  a 
Committee  of  Conference  had  made  a  report. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  report. 

[Messages  were  received  from  the  Senate  and 
the  President.] 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  rose  to  make  an  inqoiry. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  provided  that  bonds  should 
be  issued,  in  lieu  of  treasury  notes,  and  redeema- 
ble in  ten  years. 

The  Clerk  read  the  report  of  the  Conference 
Committee;  but  it  was  not  intelligibly  heard,  above 
the  noise  which  universally  pr^'vailed. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  report 
on  the  table.    This  motion  was  rejected. 

The  previous  question  was  then  sustained. 

Mr.  J.  O.  INGERSOLL  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  concurring  with  the  Conference  Commit- 
tee in  their  report.    They  were  ordered. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  was 
concurred  in — yeas  99,  nays  73,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  LandafT  W.  Andrews,  Sher- 
lock J.  Andrews,  Arnold,  Aycrigg,  Babcocki  Baker,  Barnard, 
Barton,  Blair,  Ooardman,  Borden,  Bowne,  Brig?«s  Bronson, 
Jeremiah  Bruwn,  Calhoun,  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  Gary,  Childs, 
Chittenden,  John  C.  Clark,  James  Cooper,  Cowen,  Cranston, 
CraTens.  Cushinr,  Richard  D.  DaTis,  Deberry,  Everett, 
Ferris,  Fillmore,  Thomas  F.  Foster,  Gamble,  Gates,  Granger, 
Green,  Hall,  Halsied,  Ilouck,  Howard,  Hudson,  William  W. 
Irwin,  yViiiiam  Cost  Johnson,  Isaac  D.  Jones,  Keim,  John  P. 
Kennedj,  Kinff,  Linn,  Robert  McOlellan,  McKennan,  Tbomaa 
F.  Marstiall,  Mattocks,  Maxwell,  Maynard,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Morrow,  Oliver,  Osborne,  Pope,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Benjamin 
Randall,  Alex.  Randall,  Randolph,  Ridgwav,  Rign,  Rodney, 
William  Russell,  James  M.  Ruaaell,  Salionsiall,  Sanfoid, 
Sbepperd,  Shields,  Slade,  Boilers,  Sprigsr,  Stanly.  Siokelj, 
Biratton,  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart,  Summers,  Sumter,  Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Tomlinsun,  Trumbull,  Underwood,  Van 
Rensselaer,  £.  D.  White,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L. 
Williams,  Winihrop,  Yorae,  and  John  Young- 99. 

NAYS— Measrs.  Atberton,  Beeson,  Bidiack,  A.  V.  Brofwn, 
Milton  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burke,  P.  C.  Caldwell,  John 
Campbell,  William  B.  Campliell,  Carulhers,  Cajsey,  Chapman, 
Clinton,  Coles,  Cross,  Daniel,  Garrett  Davis,  Dean,  Doig, 
John  G.  Floyd,  Charlea  A.  Floyd,  Gilmer,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Gratiam,  Gwin,  Harris,  Hastings,  Hays,  Hopkins.  Houston, 
Hubard,  Charles  J.  Tngersoll.  Cave  Johnson,  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy, Lane,  Lewis,  Litilefiela,  Lowell,  Abraham  McCl-llan, 
McKeon,  J.  T.  Macon,  Maihiot,  Medill,  Meriwether,  Miller, 
Moore,  Owsley,  Parmenier,  Payne,  Piumer,  Rayner,  Read, 
Reding,  Rencher,  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sewell,  Shaw, 
William  Smiih,  Snyder,  Sleenrod,  John  T.  Stuart,  John  B. 
ThompaoD,  Ricnard  W.  Thompson,  Tripl*  it,  TrotU,  Tumey, 
WsUtr,  Wettbiook,  and  Cbrlatophar  H.  WiJUam*-73. 


A  pile  of  enrolled  bills  were  signed  by  tbe 
Speaker. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  moved  that  the  House  act  up- 
on tbe  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  on 

THE  CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRI- 
ATION BILL. 

The  report  was  read.    It  recommends: 

Isi.  That  the  House  recede  from  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing 
the  pay  of  ibe  printrrs  to  the  present  Congress  to 
the  rates  allowed  by  the  joint  re.^'olntion  of  1819. 

3d.  That  ibe  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment, 
increasing  the  pay  of  T.  Alien,  and  of  Blair  db 
Rives,  for  prinimg  the  Compendium  of  the  Sixth 
Can$Q8.  But  the  committee  also  recommends  the 
adoption  of  a  claose,  providing  that  nothing  con« 
tained  in  this  bill  shall  operate  as  a  bar  to  tbe 
claims  of  Allen  and  Blair  db  ELives,  hereafter,  for 
the  full  amoant  of  compensation  for  executing  the 
printing  of  tbe  Compendium^ 

3d.  That  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  Senate^s  amendment,  by  which  the  appro- 
priation for  the  salaries  of  the  Recorder  and  Solicit- 
or of  the  General  Land  Office  is  retained. 

4ih.  That  the  House  and  Senate  recede  from  the 
several  amounts  named  by  them  as  the  salaries  of 
travelling  agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department; 
and  that  the  snm  of  f  1,350  be  fixed  as  the  annual 
pay  of  ihote  officers. 

Mr.  ITILLMORB  explained  the  report,  and 
hopsd  it  would  be  adopted.  He  moved  the  pro- 
vions  question;  which  was  sustained. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  the  yeaa  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called. 

The  question  was  therefore  taken  on  the  first  reo* 
ommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Conference, 
(the  efiect  of  which  is  to  increase  the  pay  of  tbe 
printers  to  Congre^^s  to  tbe  prices  of  1819.) 

This  recommendation  of  tbe  committee  was 
agreed  to — yeas  80,  nays  78. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky  moved  a  Kcon* 
sideration  of  the  vote  josi  taken. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  forreeoB- 
aideraiion  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  carried^ 
yeas  93,  nays  63. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  asked  leave  to  oflfer  a 
resolution  suspending  the  joint  rule  in  relation  to 
the  military  district  bill. 

And  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  made  a  similar  mo- 
tion as  to  the  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  weights ' 
and  measures. 

'Objectien  being  made,  the  rules  were  suspended, 
and  the  resolution  (under  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
vious  question)  was  adopied. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GUSHING,  certain  maps  of 
the  Northeastern  boundary  were  ordered  to  be 
primed.     ^ 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Hoose  to  take  up  the 
bill  in  lel&tion  to  the  preservation  of  live-oak 
timber. 

Mr.  G.  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  dis:charged  from  the 
consideration  of  faid  bill;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

And  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  rule  was  suspended  to  enable  the  bill  to  be 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Kentucky,  remarking  that 
during  his  service  as  a  member  of  this  House  he 
had  not  asked  a  favor  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
his  constituents,  and  making  an  urgent  appeal  in 
behalf  of  the  parties  concerned,  asked  leave  to 
offer  a  resolution  providing  that  tbe  messengers 
and  attendants  of  the  House  shonld  be  paid  the 
same  compensation  as  those  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  objected. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  moved  a  suspension  of  tbe 
rales. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  result* 
ed  in  yeas  70,  nays  77. 

So  tbe  rules  were  not  suyended. 

APPROPRIATIONS,   ORDINARY   AND   WX- 
TRAORDINARY. 

i      Mr.  BESSON  offered  the  following  resolution;  on 
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ivhich,  after  being  read  for  information,  ke  moved 
a  Bospension  of  the  rales:  negatived. 

Wh^MB  by  a  reaoluiioo  adopted  on  thfl  &8d  ulu,  iht  Uwee 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  among  other  tbiDgn,  to 
report  the  amoii DC  or  the  appropriations  for  ^ch  year,  from 
iha  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  4ih  of  March,  1843,  excluslTe  of 
public  debt  and  trust  funds: 

And  whereas  it  is  Decessanr  to  a  fair  and  full  understanding 
of  the  financial  economy  of  the  several  administrations  inter- 
TeniM,  that  a  thorough  discrimination  should  be  made  between 
azpenditures,  ordinary  and  extraordinary^  of  that  eventful 
period;  and  also  between  appropriations  made  of  unborrowed 
and  borrowed  moneys:  tberefoie, 

j^eao/ved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  the  sp- 
pibpriations  for  each  year,  from  the  4tii  of  March,  1829,  to  the 
4U|  of  March,  1843.  discriminating  between  appropriations  or* 
dipury—ench  as  those  for  the  support  of  the  civii  administra* 
lion,  army  and  navy,  personal  wnA  materiel,  on  the  peace  eatab- 
lMuhent--and  extraordinary,  such  as  not  only  public  debt  and 
trust  funds,  but  also  such  as  those  made  on  account  of  the  Flor* 
jda  war;  purchases  of  Indian  lands;  removal  of  Indians;  pay* 
ment  for  property  taken  for  public  use^  and  injuries  commuted 
daring  hostilities;  donations  to  objects  m  the  District  of  Coium* 
bia;  survey  of  the  coast;  claims  of.Btates  for  war  debts;  taking 
the  census;  duties  refunded;  materials  fur  increase  of  the  navy; 
durable  public  buildings,  vada,  bridges,  canals,  breakwaters; 
iqnprDTementa  in  rivers  and  harlwrs;  fortifications,  pensions, 
gratuities;  exploring  expedition.  See.;  distinguishing,  also,  be- 
tween appropriations  made  from  unborrowed,  and  those  from 
borrawed  moneys;  and  that  said  report  be  appended  to,  and 
published  with,  the  report  directed  by  the  House,  on  the  23d 
ult.,(o  be  made  on  the  subject  of  public  expenditures. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  made  an  nnfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  Amos  Wade,  praying  for  remission 
of  duties. 

Mr.  SMITH  ot  Virginia  moved  to  take  up  the 
bill  No.  25,  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Nourse. 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  to  take  np  the  bill  No. 
39,  fixing  the  compensaiion  of  pension  agents. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  that  the  Committee  of  (he 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  bill  No.  95;  and 

Mr.  STEENROD  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  farther  consid- 
eration of  bill  No.  33. 

AJl  these  motions  were  pronounced  out  of  order. 

[During  this,  time,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the 
evening  session,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  noise  and 
confusion;  numbers  of  members  trying  to  obtain 
the  floor,  and  offering  motions  which  were  either 
ont  of  order,  or  not  heard  by  the  Chair.] 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  FINE. 

Mr.  GWIN  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  bill  to'  refund  the  fine  of  General 
Jackson. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Great  confusion  ensued;  but  ultimately  ihe  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken,  and  they  resulted  as  follows: 
yeas  77,  nays  83. 

Mr.  CUSHING  submitted  the  u^ual  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  President,  and  inform  him  that,  if  Mie  had  no 
farther  communication  to  make,  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  wished,  first,  to  call  up 
a  motion  for  the  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  reports  of  the  two  committees  on  the  two  hun- 
dred million  national  stock  fnrojet, 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  also  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  some  bill 
in  relation  to  the  Patent  Office;  but  its  precise  ob- 
ject was  not  heard. 

After  some  other  irregular  proceedings,  Mr. 
CosHiNo's  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  PROFFIT  offered  a  resolution  to  pay  extra 
compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  of  the 
House;  but,  as  it  was  objected  to,  it  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  J.  P.  KENNEDY  was  understood  to  move 
a  modification  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Ihgkbsoll's  motion, 
so  as  to  fix  3,000  as  the  extra  number  of  copies  of 
the  reports  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BEESON  offered  an  amendment;  but,  ss 
the  previous  question  bad  been  moved  on  Mr.  J. 
R.  Imobrsoi.l*8  motion,  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion on  the  table;  and  it  was  carried. 

Various  motions  were  made;  but  they  were  ob- 
jected to,  and  were  not  ^lechupon. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  a  resolution  which  was  un- 
derstood to  be  declaratory  of  some  general  princi- 
ples in  relation  to  the  capture  a(  Monterey. 


As  objections  tcere  made,  he  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  roles. 

Mr.  MAliLORY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and,  beins  ordered,  they  resulted  as  follows— yeas 
74,  nays  83. 

Mr.  BEESON  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  get  in  bis  resolu- 
tion.   The  motion  wa5  rejected. 

Mr.  C.  J  INGERSOLL  offered  a  resolution,  di- 
recting the  Clerk  to  pay  the  several  pages,  mes- 
sengers, dbc.,  of  the  House,  |(100  each  in  addition 
to  their  regular  compensation. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  in  order  to  ^et  the  resolution  in. 

Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nay*-;  which  were  ordered:  thereupon,  the  resolution 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr  CAVE  JOHNSON  a^ked  if  the  hour  of  n 
bad  not  arrived?  and  wished  to  know  if  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  was  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  requested  the  gentleman  to  sus* 
pend  his  motion  a  moment. 

Mr.  LEVY  attempted  to  have  passed  a  resola- 
tFon,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  ma- 
rine hospital  at  Key  West,  in  Florida. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  hour  of  13  had  arrived, 
and  no  new  business  could  be  introduced. 

Mr.  T.  F  MARSHALL  rose  and  said  he  moved 
that  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
20,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  Jomcsoii,]  in  relation 
to  the  (200,000,000  scheme  for  advancing  the 
credit  of  the  country. 

[Many  members:  **The  motion  is  not  in  order.*'] 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion  so  soon  a^  he  had  spoken. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  SPEAKER 
and  Mr.  MARSHALL,  the  latter  withdrew  his 
motirn. 

While  the  House  was  wailing  for  aotion  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  conversation  occurred  at  inter-, 
vals  on  various  subjects  of  no  interest,  on  the  part 
of  several    members,  interspersed    with   sundry 
pauses.    At  last. 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  that  be  had  repeatedly 
known  the  House  to  adjourn  without  hearing  from 
the  Senate,  which  had  business  apart  from  its  con- 
nexion wiih  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
Senate  was  now  in  executive  session,  and  there 
was  no  reason  why  the  House  should  wait  for  it. 

The  SPEAKER  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  send  a  separate  message  to  the  Presi- 
dent from  this  House? 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  did. 

[Here  there  was  another  pause.] 

Mr  PICKENS  moved  that  a  committee  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  the  House  of  Representatives,  having  transact- 
ed all  the  business  before  it,  was  ready  to  adjourn, 
provided  be  had  no  turtheroommunicaiion  to  make 
to  them:  carried,  and  Messrs.  Pickims,  Wisk, 
and  JossPH  R.  iNoxnsoLL,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

After  a  few  moments-— 

Mr.  PICKENS,  from  the  ahovementioned  com- 
mittee, returned,  and  reported  that  they  had  per^ 
formed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  President  had  no  further  com- 
munication to  make  to  this  branch  of  Congress; 
and  he  wished  them  a  happy  return  to  their  homes, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  society  of  their  families. 

Mr.  PICKENS  then  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ sine  die;  which  being  carried. 

The  SPEAKER  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Gentlemen:  Before  I  declare,  for  the  last  time, 
your  adjournment,  allow  me  to  tender  to  each  and 
every  one  of  you  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  atten- 
tion and  respect  I  have  invariably  received  as  your 
presiding  officer;  and  especially  for  the  flattering 
expression  of  favorable  opinion  contained  in  the 
resolution  ordered  to  be  entered  on  your  journal 
this  night.  Yet  I  csnnot  but  feel  that  I  am  more 
indebted  to  the  kindness  of  this  House,  than  its  jus* 
tice,  in  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

I  trust,  however,  I  shall  ever  cherish  all  those 


emotions  of  gratitude  and  affeciion  which  sotioii 
an  instance  of  yoar  flenerosity  oufthtioin^ 
Whilst  the  censure  of  this  body  cannot  he  coiS. 
ered  a  trivial  punisbment,  its  praise  can a%ver)w 
esteemed  au  ordinary  compUmcim.  Nen  to  t£ 
satisfaction  arising  fsom  a  coascioti^essofltij! 
ing  discharged  my  daty,  is  the  appiobaiioa  of  thoi^ 
who  have  been  constant  witnesses  of  nq  offimi 
conduct.  It  was  with  diffidence  and  hmm^ 
knowing  well  the  high  but  just  reftppnsibiiitj  of 
this  station,  that  I  persuaded  mjself  to  e&^  i^ 
the  discharge  of  its  delicate  and  ardoeas  diuin. 
Nothing  but  the  hope  that  I  should  receive  the  ttj! 
dial  support  of  the  liberal  of  ai]  sides  in  iaii  Bam 
could  have  induced  me  to  undertake «>  difcoita 
task. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  thai  my  most  a^nmjjtp 
expectations  of  candor  and  favor  have  he^.  mat 
than  realized.  Amidsiall  the  excitement growjagom 
of  animated  debates  upon  the  gi«%t  intereats  of  the 
country,  which  have  so  often  and  so  deeply  ig|, 
pressed  all  our  minds,  and  enlisted  the  warmttt 
feelings  of  the  heart,  I  have  experienced  a  QDiform 
politeness  from  every  quarter  of  this  Hoose.  When, 
in  the  trial  of  opinion  upon  qnesiioas  of  import*. 
ance  and  difficulty,  this  Etouse  has  been  eqcally 
divided,  and  my  vote  has  been  demanded  by  the 
rules,  I  have  invariably  found,  in  that  hi\i  of  the 
members  from  wfaove  judgment  I  have  differed,  a 
disposition  to  allow  me  the  same  freedom  of  delih' 
eration  and  independence  of  thought  which  they 
asserted  for  themselves. 

The  position  I  have  occupied  since  my  elevatitm 
to  this  Cbair  has  made  it  my  doty  to  ^can  cMy 
the  progress  of  business  in  this  Honse;  and  I  owe 
it  to  truth  and  justice  to  declare,  withoot  refereoce 
to  party,  that  I  have  witnessed  an  industry,  a  pa- 
triotism, and  independence,  a  series  of  informitjoo 
and  eloquence,  that  would  have  done  honor  to  any 
deliberative  assembly  in  any  age  or  cosntry. 

Well  am  I  convinced,  in  despite  of  the  recent  ef- 
forts that  have  been  made,  in  various  quarters,  bj 
misrepresentation  and  traduction,  to  weakea  the 
public  respect  and  confidence  in  the  immediate 
Repreientatives  of  the  people,  that  the  scrntioyof 
time  will  prove  this  House  to  be  the  saoctnary  of 
the  Constitution— the  citadel  of  civil  liberty— the 
palladium  of  this  republic.  It  is  here— it  is  here, 
in  this  grand  inquest  of  the  nation— here,  if  any- 
where, that  resistance  will  be  made  to  the  silent 
arts  of  corruption,  or  to  the  daring  encroachments 
of  power:  and  if  the  Constitution,  the  sacred  char- 
ter of  American  freedom,  be  destined  to  perish^y 
the  ruthless  hand  of  the  demagogue  er  the  asiirper, 
(which  God  avert!)  here,  upon  this  floor,  it  will 
breathe  its  last  agonies — its  dying  gasp. 

In  the  course  of  our  deliberations,  in  a  monunt 
of  commotion  and  excitement,  I  am  sensible  I 
may,  at  times,  have  woanded  the  feelings  of  mem- 
bers. I  have  never  arrested  the  progress  of  busi- 
ness, to  enter  into  explanations.  My  posiuon  in 
this  chair  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  do  so,  with- 
out endangering  the  order  and  dignity  of  this 
House.  Besides,  the  moment  of  irritation  is  aot 
the  most  propitious  lime  for  satisfactory  explana- 
tions. I  have  chosen,  at  the  hazard  tf  injustice  to 
my  motives,  to  leave  my  justification  to  the  calm 
and  sober  reflection  of  members.  On  my  pact,  I 
have  no  wrongs  to  complain  of  from  any  iudivid- 
ual  upon  this  floor.  If  any  have  been  intended  or 
done,  they  have  long  since  been  forgiven  and  for- 
gotten. I  thank  my  God  I  have  no  memory  for  in- 
juries. 

We  are  now  about  to  part — many,  very  many  of 
us,  never  to  meet  again.  Let  us  separate  u  social, 
moral  beings  should  separate — as  friends,  as  broth- 
ers. May  the  honor  of  this  House,  and  the  honor 
of  this  nation,  be  the  paramount  ambition  of  os 
all.  No  matter  what  may  be  oar  future  desti- 
ny—whether  in  private  or  public  life— let  all  the 
ends  we  aim  at  be  our  country's,  God^,  and 
Truth's. 

With  cordial  wishes  for  your  health  and  happi- 
ness, and  fervent  prayers  for  the  peace,  prosperity, 
and  lasting  liberty  of  our  common  country,  I  pro- 
nouace  this  House  adjourned  withoqtday. 

The  address  was  received  with  loud  expression 
of  gratification. 

And  the  Honse,  nV  du,  adionmed. 


TBQE;  fSND, 


COJVORfiSSIONAi.  C^LOBE. 
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REPORT 

or  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  REP- 
^BSEI!fTATiyE8  OF  THE  U.  8., 

M.tilfMfi^^^  ^i^  ^^  "-^^  ^  authorize  the  ofpoinL- 
miii^f  additional  paymasUrs.  ami  for  olhir  pur- 
j^,^  passed  July  4.  J  836. 

Ofi'jce  or  T-Bfi  Equsc  op'Rsps.  U.  S,  ( 

March3, 18i3.| 
Id  obedience  to  the  $ih  section  of  the  "Acitoau- 
thoMse  the  ctppoi1lrmeD^of  additiopaL  payinasters, 
ana  to\  otfaet  purposes/'  passed  Jaly  4, 1836,  which 
ieqiiLres''ibe  aecreta^ry  ot  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Repi^esentatives,  as  soon  as  may 
be  after  .the  close  ot  each  session  of  Congress,  to 
pahlifih  9  statement  of  all  appropriations  made  cla- 
rin|.JLhi^  session;  and  also  a  statement  of  the  new 
oq&s  breated.  and  the  salaries  of  each,  and  also 
a  statement  of  tne  offices  the  salaries  of  which  are  in- 
creaM,  and'  the  amount  of  snch  increase/'  the 
Cleck  CNf  the  Hodse  of  Representatives  submits  the 
aeeompanying  statements.  ^ 

MW.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE, 
Clerk  Ho.  of  Reps. 
•  ^"* 

StaUmerU  of  afpfo;^%aiion&  made  for  the  halfcakn- 
day  Jt^f  endint(  ^Oth  June^  1843,  arut  the  fiscal 
year  lending  30th  June,  1844,  duripg  the  Zd  ses- 
sion ofth/B  itith  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
Americay  commencing  December  5, 184%  and  end- 
ing March  a,  1843.    - 

H.  R«  No.  615.  For  the  civiX  and  4iptomatic  ex- 
p&iSes  of  Oowmme^Ufor  the  half  ct^bmddr  year 
endifne  tke  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hwutred 
and  forty -tJkree, 

For  compenaation   and  inileat^e   of  ^ 
Seoators'  an d  Members  of  the  House    . 
of  Representatives  and  delegates 
from  the  Territories  -  -  $366,688 

For  compens^tlpnofihe  officers  and  \ 
clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
RepreaentaLivea       -  -  - 

For  statiooerv',  tue),  printing,:  and  all 
other  incidental  and  poiiiing^t  ex- 
penses orthe  Senate' 
For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  nia  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  House,  of  Represeata- 
lives  *  •    '  ,  '     - 

For  compensation  of,  the  principal 
and  two  assistant  librarians  and 
messita^er  of  the  Litiirary  of  Con- 
gress -  -  -  - 
For  contingent  expttsesi  ot  said  li- 
brary   '              -              -            'r         '    • 

For  purchase  ofbooks  fc^r  said  library 
For  purchase  of  law  book§  for  said  U" 

brary  - '  •      - 

For  compensation  of  the  President  of 

the  United  States      .     '  '  - 

WBPARtTMHlNT  OF  STATE. 

For  compen.sat]on  of  tbe^cretary  of 
State,  and  the  clerks,  messeoger, 
and  assistant  messenger  in  this  de^ 
partmeni       -  •       '   -  , 

For  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  said,  d^ar'tment,-  inclu- 
ding publishing  and  distributing  the 
laws  -  -  - 

For  compensation  of  the  superinten- 
dent and   three  watchman  of  the 
northeast  executive  building   '#   -. 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  vizi 

Forlahor 

Forfueland  lig'ht 

For  miscellaneous  items        - 

TREASURY  department: 

For  eompen^tion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the-Treasaiy,  and  the  clerks,  mes- 
senger, and  assistant  messenger  in 
his  office    .  -  -  - 

Fof  oompen^tion  of  the  First  Comp- 
trolley »  and  ifeie  clerks,  x^^s^enger, 
and  assistant  messenger  in  his 
ofice  -  -  *  * 

FoiM^qfipensat^pf  the  Second  Comp^ 


20,374 


35,000 


1^,000 


2,250 

40O 
2,600 

600. 
12,500 


13,150 


12,650 


672  50 


600 
700 
350 


13,925 


il,475 


mes- 


49,250 


6,200 


troUer  and  the  clerks   and 
senger  in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  First  Audi- 
tor and  the  cler^  and  messenger 
in  his  office  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  Second  Au- 
ditor and  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  his  office  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  Third  Audi* 
tor  and  the  clerks,  messenger,  and 
assistant  messenger  in  his  office     - 

For  compensation  of  the  Fourth  Au- 
ditor and  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  Fiflh  Audi- 
tor and  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 
his  office       -  -  -  - 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  and  the  clerks 
and  messenger  in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  clerKs,  mes- 
senger, and  assistant  messenger  in 
his  office      .... 

For  compensation  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office, 
and  the  recorder,  solicitor,  draughts- 
man, assistant  draughtsman,  clerks, 
messenger,  and  packers  in  his  office, 

Fer  compensation  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  his  office 

For  the    incidental    and  contingent 
expenses   of    the   Treasury    De- 
partment, viz: 
In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury: 
For  blank-books,  binding  and   sta- 
tionery        -  -  .  - 
For  newspapers  and  periodicals 
For  labor        -          -          -  - 
For  extra  clerk-hire  .          .  - 
For  printinsj  (including  the  printing 

of  the  pulnic  accounts j 
For  sealing  ship  registers 
For  miscellaneous  items 
For  translating  foreign  languages.    - 

.  In  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   - 

For  labor         -  r  •  - 

For  extra  clerk-hire  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -  -  -  -  - 

For  labor        .  -  -  • 

For  extra  clerk-hire  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor: 

For  blank*books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -  -  -  .  - 

For  labor        -  -  .  - 

For  "extra  clerk-hire    -  .  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   •  -  - 

For  labor        -  -  -  - 

For  extra  clerk-hire  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery - .         - 

For  labor        -  -  -  - 

For  extra  clerk-hire  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

Iti  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   -  -  -  -       .  - 

For  labor        -  -  - 

For  extra  clerk-hire    - 

For  printing    - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor. 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery - 

Forlabor         -  -  -       .   - 

For  ex^  cl«rk-bir^  -  -  ". 


7,625 


9,950 


10,705  49 


19,175 


10,075 


7,400 


6,875 


14,300 


1,750 

50 

75 

750 

1,275 

50 

350 

75 


500 
225 
225 
150 


350 
100 
200 
100 


250 

100 

100 

50 


150 

125 

150 

50 


150 

125 

150 

50 


300 
25 
50 
20 

100 


125 
62^ 
26 


For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  Treasurer's  office: 
For  miscellaneous  items 

In  the  Solicitor's  office: 
For  blank  books,  tunding^and  st^oia- 

ery    - 
Forlabor         .  .  -  - 

Fqr  extra  clerk-hire    -  .  . 

In  the  Register's  office: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  -  -  - 
Forlabor        .          .  -  - 
For  printing   -          .           *  - 
Formiscellaneous  items 

In  the  Gbeneral  Land  Office: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  statiqasjcy, 

and  parchments 
For  labor        -  .  -  - 

For  printing    -  «  .  . 

Formiscellaneous  items 
For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
ent and  eight  watchmen  of  tb  esoiUlv* 
^t  executive  building      -  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  viz: 
Forlabor        -  -  .  - 

For  fuel  and  light       ... 
For  miscellaneous  items 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  fhe  clerks,  messenger, 
and  assistant  messenger  in  his  oi^t 

For  compensation  of  the  GoMtmiaHMft'* 
er  of  Indian  A^^iirs,  andt^e  clerks, 
messenger,  and  assistant  messenger 
in  hisoffice  -  -  -  - 

For  compensation  of  the  Coa^i^issiQU- 
er  of  Pensions,  and  the  clerlRsaad 
messenger  in  his  office 

For  compensation  of  the  c)er^  91^ 
messenger  in  the  office  of  Qui  G»mn 
manding  General    -  r  * 

For  compensation  of  the  cWkanad 
messenger  in  the  office  of  thjoAd^ 
jutant  Qeneral         ... 

For  compensation  of  the  clerics. apdr 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  <3MAarr 
termsster  General    •  •  • 

For  compensation  of  theclerkaand 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Pay* 
master  General 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  ajid 
messenger  in  the  office  of  Clqthingi 
and  Equipage  at  Philadelphia 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Gon- 
missary  Genera]  of  Subsistence     - 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Engineer      -  -  -  - 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  aad 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Sur- 
geon General  -  -  - 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Goto- 
nel  of  Ordnance     - 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  Bureau  of  Topo- 
graphical EngineerB 

For  compensation  of  the  superiatend- 
entt^nd  four  watchmen  of  the  north- 
west executive  building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  War  De- 
partment, viz: 
In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  - 

For  newspapers  and  periodicals 

Forlabor         -  -  -  - 

For  printing    .  .  -  • 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  books,  maps,  and  plana   - 

For  extra  cler&hire   -  -  - 

In  the  office  of  the  Commi^ioqeroff 
Indian  Affairs; 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  s^tlon- 
exy,  -  -     .      -  .*  ' '     - 

Fo^ labor ^      -  -       ,  - 

For  miscellaneoaa  items 


63  50 

187  50 


960 

60 

200 


600 

176 
960 
500 


250 
2,000 


1,700 


1,100 

1,850 

850 


9,676 

9,700 

7,«90 

750 

^i906 

3^W 
3,560 
2,100 

2,826 
1,326 
4,.325 

866 


300 
1^26 
160 

*^ 

6pQ 


40^ 
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In  the  office  of  the  Commiteioner  of 
Pensions: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  -          ,'        -          -          -  250 
For  printing    ...          -  200 
For  fuel          -          -          -          -  75 
For  misceUflcneoas  items        -           -          225 
In  the  office  of  the  Commanding 
General: 
For  miscellaneons  items        -          - '         ISO 
In  the  office  of  the  duartermaster 
General: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
cry    150 

For  labor        -  -  -  -  50 

For  printing    -  -  -  -  50 

For  miscellaneous  items        -  -  50 

Id  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery ...  -  -  200 
For  printing    -         '-          -          -  SO 
For  miscellaneous  items         -          -          ISO 
In  the  office  of  the  Colonel  of  Ord- 
nance: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  -          -          -          -        '  -          200 
For  printing    ...           -            50 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -          ISO 

In  th*e  Bureau  of  Topographical  * 

Engineers: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  .  .  .  -  -  200 
•  For  labor        -           -          -      '     -  SO 
For  miscellaneous  items         -          -           350 
For  the  northwest  executive  build- 
ing: 
For  labor        ...          -          .          200 
For  fuel  and  light       -          -          -       1 ,000 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -          800 

NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  the  clerks,  messen. 
I^er,  and  assistant  messenger  in  his 
office  ....       9,675 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  blank  books,  binding,  sta- 
tionery, extra  clerk-hire,  printing, 
labor,  mfscellaneons  items,  and 
newspapers  and  periodicals  -       2,900 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau or  Navy-yards  and  Docks,  and 
the  draughtsman,  clerks,  and  mes- 
senger  in  bis  office  ...       4,200 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  Bu- 
reau of  Navy-yards  and  Docks     .  260 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
rean  of  Construction,  Equipment, 
and  Repair,  and  the  assistant  con. 
structor,  clerks,  and  messenger  in 
his  office      ....       4,550 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bu. 
reau,  including  blank  books,  sta. 
tionery,  printing,  labor,  and  miscel- 
laneous  items  ...  250 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  Provisions  and  Clothing, 
and  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  his 
office  ....       3,550 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bu- 
reau, including  blank  books,  sta- 
tionery,  binding,  and  miscellaneons 
items  ....  5250 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu-  * 

reau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrogra- 
phy,  and  the  draughtsman,  clerks, 
and  messenger  in  nis  office  -       4,700 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bu- 
reau ....  5150 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu. 
reau  of  Medicine  and  Snrgenr,  and 
the  clerks  and  messenger  in  his  of- 
fice  -  -  -  *        -  -       2,600 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bu- 
reau,  including  blank  books,  bind. 
ing,  stationery,  and  miscellaneous 
items  ....  450 

For  compensation  of  the  superintend, 
ent  ana  three  watchmen  orthe  south- 
west  executive  building      -  -  6G6 

For  contingent  expenses-  of  said 
building,  viz: 
For  labor        -  .  .  .  102 

For  fuel  and  lighu     -  .  -    '      675 

]?*ormiaeellaneou8  items  -  575 


POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  of  the  Postmaster 
Qoieral,  and  the  three  Assistant 
Postmasters  General,  and  the  clerks, 
messenger,  and  three  assistant  mes. 
sengers,  and  two  watchmen,  of  the 
Post  Office  Department      -  -     37,150 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
department,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery -       .  -  .  -  .  500 
For  newspapers  and  periodicals        -  100 
For  fuel  and  oil          -          -          -       1,500 
For  printing    ....          200 
For  labor        ....          400 
For  one  day-watchman          -          .  180 
For    compensation     of    temporary 

clerks  ....        1,750 

For  compensation  of  the  Auditor  for 
the  Post  Office  Department,  and  the 
clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant 
messenger  in  his  office       -  .     42,850 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  -  -  -  .  -       1,000 
For  printing  blanks    ...  400 
For  labor        ....  500 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -          200 

SURVEYORS  AND  THEIR 
CLERKS. 

For  compensation  of  the    surveyor 

Sinerai  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and 
e  clerks  in  his  office         -  -       4,150 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
and  the  clerks  in  his  office  -  -       2,910 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Arkansas,  and  the  clerks 
in  his  office.  .  .  .2,150 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Louisiana,  and  the  clerks 
m  his  office  ....       2,250 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Mississippi,  and  the 
clerks  in  his  office    ...       3,600 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Alabama,  and  the  clerks 
in  his  office ....       2,000 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Florida,  and  the  clerks 
m  his  office  •  .  .  .       2,7^ 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  and 
the  clerks  in  his  office         -  -       1,7S0 

For  compensation  of  thcxsecretary  to 
sign  patents  for  public  lands  .  7S|0 

For  conH>ensation  of  the  Commission- 
er of  Public  Buildings  in  Washing- 
ton city,  and  the  three  assistants  as 
draw-keepers  at  the  Potomac  bridge, 
including  oil,  firewood,  and  repairs,       2,325 

UNITED  STATES  MINT  AND 

BRANCHES. 
For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
workmen  of  the  mint  at  Philadel- 
phia, viz: 
For  the  director  -  .  -  ,     1,750 

For  the  treasurer  ...  1,000 
For  the  chief  coiner  ...  1,000 
For  the  assayer  -  -  -       1,000 

For  the  melter  and  refiner     -  -       1,000 

For  the  engraver        -  .  .       1,000 

For  the  assistant  assayer        -  -  650 

For  four  clerks  ...       2,200 

For  wages  to  workmen    .      .  -      12,000 

For  specimens  of  ores' and  coins  to  be 

reserved  at  said  mint  .  .  300* 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
workmen  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina,  viz : 
For  the  superintendent  -  .       1,000 

For  the  assayer  ...  750 

For  the  coiner  -  -  -  750 

For  the  clerk  -  -  -  -  500 

For  wages  to  workmen  •  •       1,750 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
workmen  of  the  branch  mint  at 
Dahlonega,  Gteorgia,  viz: 
For  the  superintendent  -  -       1,000 

For  the  assayer  -  -  •  750 

For  the  coiner  -  -  -  750 

For  the  clerk  •  -  -  .500 

For  wages  to  workiAen  -  •       1,440 


JUDICIARY. 
For  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the 

Judiciary,  viz: 
For  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 

Court 
For  eight  associate  judges  of  said 
court  ...  .        '  . 

For  the  district  judge  of  Maine 
For  the  district  judge  of  New  I^tfimp- 

shire  -  -    - 

For  the  district  judge  of  Massachu- 
setts .  .  .  - 
For  the  district  judge  of  Termont    • 
For  the  district  ju^  of  Rhode  Bd- 

and  -  - 

For  the  district  judge  of*  Connecticut 
For  the  district  judge  of  New  York, 

tiGilhern  district     -  - 

For  the  district  judge  of  New  York, 

southern  district,     - 
For  the  district  judge  of  New  Jersey 
For  the  district  judges  of  Pennsylvs* 

nia,  eastern  district 
For  the  districtjud^^  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, western  district 
For  the  district  judge  of  Delaware 
For  the  district  judee  of  Marvland     - 
For  the  district  judge   of   Virginia, 
eastern  district        ... 
For  the  district  judge  of  Vii^gmia, 
western  district       >  -  . 

For  thedistrict  judge  of  Kentucky  - 
For  the  district  judge  of  Tennessee 
For  the  district  judge  of  Ohio 
For  the  district  judge  of  North  Caro- 
lina .... 
For  the  district  judge  of  South  CutK 
lina  •  -  .  . 
For  the  district  judge  of  Georgia  • 
For  the  district  judge  of  LtmiteM  • 


675 


1,960 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

i«9oe 
10,000 


8,000 


For  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  said  branch,  including 
fuel,  materials^  atatumeify,  tazage, 
and  wastage  of  gold 

For  compensation  of  the  officen  and 
workmen  of  the  branch  mintat  New 
Orleans,  viz: 

For  the  superintendent       .  •  . 

For  the  treasurer       ... 

For  the  coiner 

For  the  assayer         '- 

For  the  melter  and  refiner  - 

For  two  clerks  - 

For  wages  to  workmen 

For  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  said  brai^ch,  including 
fuel,  stationerv,  materials,  and 
wastage  of  gol<f  and  silver 

GOVERNMENTS  IN  THE  TER- 
RITORIES OP  THE  UNITED 
STATES, 

For  compensation  of  ^e  officers  of 
Wisconsin  Territory,  viz: 

PorCtovernor  .  .  . 

For  three  judges         ... 

For  secretary  .  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Ter. 
ritory  .  -  - 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislatrve  Assem- 
bly of  said  Territory,  pay  of  offi- 
cers, printing,  stationeiy,  fuel,  fuf- 
niture,  and  all  other  incidental  and 
miscellaneous  objects 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  of 
Iowa  Territory,  viz: 

For  Governor  - 

For  three  judges         ... 

For  secretary  -  -  .  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  Ter- 
ritory  -  .  .  - 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  of 
Florida  Territory,  viz: 

ForGtovemor  .  .  - 

For  five  judges  ... 

For  secretary  -  -  -  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  «aid  Ter. 
ritory  •       •    - 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Cotyn- 
cil  of  said  Territory,  pay  of  officers, 
stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  miscellaneous  - 
objects,  including  the  privati  secre- 
tary of  the  executive  <^ce 


1,960 
2,700 

eoo 

175 


19,375 


1,950 

2,700 

000 

175 


1,860 

4,790 

7Q0 

ITS 


97,195 


2,500 

18,000 
900 

000 

1,250 

eoo 

750 

760 

1,000 

1,760 
750 

1,250 

900 

750 
1,000 

900 

800 

750 
750 
500 

1,000 

1,9150 
1,260 
1,500 


CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


403 


For  the  district  judge  of  Mississippi  1,000 

For  ibe  district  jadce  of  Indiana      -  500 

For  the  district  jadge  of  Illinois     -  500 

For  tbe  district  jodge  of  Alabama    •  1|250 

For  the  district  judge  of  Missouri     -  600 

For  the  district  judge  of  Michigan    -  750 

For  the  district  judge  of  Arkansas  1,000 
For  the  chief  justice  of  the  District  of 

Colombia.              ...  i|35o 

For  two  associate  judges  of  said  Dis- 
trict *     >      *  '        *  "       3,S00 
For  tbejndge  of  tiie  criminal  court  of 
said  District            •          -  .       i^OQO 

For  the  indgq  of  the  orphans'  conn 
of  Washington  couotjr,  in  said  Dis- 
trict -  -  -  -  500 

For  the  judge  of  the  orphans^  court  of 
Alexandria  county,  in  said  District  500 

For  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  clerk  and  messenger 
in  his  office,  and  the  contingent  ex- 
pease  thereof        ;-  -  -        3,000 

For  the  reporter  of  the  decisions  of 
tbe  Supreme  Court  -  -  650 

For  the  diitrict  attorney  of  Maine    -  lOO 

For  the  district  attorney  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ....  iQo 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Massachu- 
seits  -  •  ^  •  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Vermont  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Rhode 
Island  -       .    -  -  .  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Connecti- 

^cnt   -  -  -  -  .  100 

For  tbe  district  attorney  of  JNew  York, 
northern  district     •  -  .  lOO 

For  the  district  attorney  of  New  Jer- 
sey 100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Pennsyl- 
Tsnia,  eastern  district         -  .  100 

For  the  district  attorney  .of  Pennsyl- 

▼anJa,  western  district         -     -     •  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Delaware  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Maryland  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Virginia, 

eastern  district        -  .  .  lOO 

For  tbe  district  attorney  of  Virginia, 

western  district       .>         -  .  lOO 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Tennes- 

aeei  eastern  district  -  •  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Tennes- 
see, western  district  -  -  100 
For  the  district  attorney  of  Teunn-  ■ 

see.  Jackson  district  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Kentucky  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Ohio,       •  100 

For  the  district  attorney'  of  North 

Carolina       -  -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  South 
Carolina       -  •-  •  •  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  G^pnia  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Louisiana, 
eastern  district        ....  -  300 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Louisiana, 
western  district        .  .  .  lOO 

For  thedittrict  attorney  of  Mississip- 
pi, northern  district  --  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Mississip- 
pi, southern  district  .  -  100 

Fonhe  district  attorney  of  Indiana    -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Illinois    -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Alabama, 
aorthem  district      -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Alabama, 
southern  district  .    -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Missouri  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Michigan  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Arkansas  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Florida, 
eastern  district        ...  100 

For  the  district  attome)*^  Of  Florida, 
middle  district         .  -  -  100 

For  the  district .  attorney  of  Florida, 
western  district       -  -  -  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Florida, 
southern  district      -  -  •  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Florida, 
Apalachicola  district  ...  100 

For  the  district  attorney  of  Wiscon- , 
rin    •    -      -  '        -  -  -  195 

For  the  district  attorney  dT  Iowa       >  100 

For  the  maiahai  of  Uie  district  of 
Maine  -  -  -  -  100 

For  the  marahal  6f  the  district  of  New 
Hampskixe  •  •  •     .     •  100 


For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont .... 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Rhode  Island  ... 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Con- 
necticut        .... 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New- 
York,  northern  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New 
Jersey         .... 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
PennsylTania,  western  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Del- 
aware -  .  .       «  . 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Vir- 
ginia, eastern  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Vir- 
ginia, western  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
North  Carolina       ... 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ken- 
tucky -  -  -  . 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Ohio  .... 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ten- 
nessee, eastern  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ten- 
nessee,  western  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ten- 
nessee, Jackson  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Lou- 
isiana, eastern  distriet 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Lou- 
isiana, western  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Mis- 
sissippi, southeni  district    - 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Mis- 
sissippi, northern  district    - 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Indi- 


ana 


For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Illi- 
nois .  .  .  .  . 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ala- 
bama, northern  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ala** 
bama,  southern  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Mis- 
sourl  .  -  .  . 

For  the  marshal  ot  the  district  of 
Michigan     .  .  .  . 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ar- 
kansas        .  .  .  . 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor- 
ida, eastern  district  ... 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor- 
ida, middle  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor- 
ida, western  district 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Flor- 
ida, southern  district 

For  the  inarshal  of  Ihe  district  of  Flor- 
ida, Apalachicola  district   - 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Wisconsin  -  -  -  - 

For  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Iowa  -  .  -  • 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Su- 
preme,  Circuit,  and  District  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  including  the 
District  of  Columbia;  also,  for  ju- 
rors and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the 
funds  arising  from  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures  incurred  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-tnree 
and  preceding  rears;  and  liKewise 
for  aeiVayingtne  expend  of  suits 
in  which tbeUnited States  are  con- 
cerned, and  of  prosecutions  for  of- 
fences committed  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  the  safekeeping 
of  prisoners,  including  expenses 
under  the  bankrupt  law 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Annuities  and  grants: 
To  Josiah  H.  Webb  ...  35 

To  Rachael  Dohrman  -  -  150 

To  Elizabeth  C.  Perry  -  •  900 

For  compensation  of  the  two  keepers 

oftbe  public  archives  in  Florida    -  500 

For  expenses  attending  the  prepara- 
tion  of  the  results  and  account  of 
the  exploring  expedition,  for  the 
publication  thereof,  ordered  by 
Congress  ....  90,000 
For  the  sojppon  and  maintenance  of 


, 


the  penitentiary  of  the  District  of 

Columbia     .  -  -  .       6,G90  84 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the 

eighteen  months  ending  the  thir. 

tieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 

forty-three,  and  estimated  deficien- 

cy  in  the  year  ending  on  the  thir- 

tieth   of  June,  eighteen   hundred 

and  forty-four,  in  the  Amd  for  the 

relief  of  ^pk  and  disabled  seamen, 

as  establisned  by  the  acts  of  the 

third  of  May,   eighteen  hundred 

and  three    -  .  -  •      58,500 

For  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  new 

custom-house  building  at  Boston  -      95,000 
For  the  discharge  of  sucn  miscellane-  n 

ous  claims  not  otherwise  provided 

for,  as  shall  be  admited  in   due 

course  of  settlement  at  the  Treas-         , 

ury •    6,000 

UGHT-HOUSE  ESTA^USB- 
MENT. 

For  supplying  the  light-houses,  con- 
taining two  thousand  six  hundred 

and  seventy^ight  lamps,  with  oil, 

tube  glasses,  wick,  bufSskins,  whit^ 

ing,  and  cotton  cloth,  transportation 

and  keeping  apparatus  in  order 
For  repairs,  rentting,  and  improve- 
ments of  light-houses,  and  buildings 

connected  therewith 
For  compensation  of  two  hundred  and 

thirty-six  keepers  of  light*houae& 

eighteen   of  tnem  being  .charged 

with  double  lights,  and  one  with 

three  .... 

For  compensation  of  thirty  keepers 

of  floatmg  lights      ... 
For  seamen's  wa^es,   repairs,  and 

supplies  of  thirty  floating  lights 
For  weighing,  mooring,  cleansing, 

repairing,  and  supplying  the  loes  of 

bacons,  buoys,  cnains,  and  sinkers 
For  expenses  of  examining  annually 

and  reporting  ihe  condition  of  the 

light-houses  ... 

For  superintendents'  commissions,  at 

two  and  one*half  per  cent. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FOR- 
EIGN NATIONS. 

For  salaries  of  the  ministers  of  the 
United  Sutes  to  Great  Britain, 
France,  Russia,  Prussia,  Austria, 
Spain,  Mexico,  and  Brazil  -     36 ,000 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  lega- 
tion to  the  same  places       -  -       8,000 

For  salaries  of  the  Charges  des  Af- 
fiiires  to  Portugal,  Denmark,  Swe- 
den, Holland,  Belgium,  Chili,  Peru,  - 
Venezuela,  New  Granada,  Texas, 
Naples,  and  Sardinia  -  -     97,000 

For  salary  of  the  minister  resident  to 
Turkey        ....       3,000 

For  salary  of  a  dragoman  to  the  lega- 
tion at  Turkey        -  -  -       1,250 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  all  the 
missions  abroad       ...      15,000 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse  -  -  -  -      15,000 

For  the  salary  of  the  consul  to  Lon- 
don .....       1,000 

For  the  relief  ipd protection  of  Ameri- 
can seamen  in  loreign  countries     -     25,000 

For  clerk-hire,  office  rent,  and  other 
expensesof  the  office  of  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  London  >  .       1,400 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with 
the  Barbery  powers  -  *-       7,500 


58,595  1^ 


38,633  01 

• 


46,969 
8,000 
31,536  14 

10,456  14 

4,000 
4,804  73 


01,870,172  50 


H.  R.  804.  JVr  the  civil  and  diplamatic  expensts  of 
Gavemnunt  for  ike  fiscal,  year  ending  the  ikirtietk 
day  of  Jhtney  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of 
Senators  and  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  Delegates 
from  tne  Territories 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives       ... 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidenuil  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate  -  -     60,000 


4638,320 


39,557  50 
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ForsUtti^erv,  ibel,  priotin^,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Bouse  of  Representa- 
tives-     '    - 

For  compensation  ofthe  principal  and 
two  assistant  librarians,  and  mes- 
senger of  the  Library  of  Congress 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  library 

For  purchase  of  books  for  said  library 

For  purchase  of  law  books,  for  said 
library         -  -  -  . 

For  laying  floor  of  principal  library 
room  wUh  hydraulic  cement 

For  compensation  of  the  President  oi 
the  Untied  Slates     - 

DEaPARTMEPTT  OF  STATE 

For  the  compensation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  the  clerks,  mes- 
seMpri  and  assistant  messenger  in 
hisdepartment        ... 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
department,  viz: 

For  publishing^  packing,  and  distrib- 
utmg  the  laws,  and  packing  and 
distributing  documents,  including 
prool-reading,  labor,  boxes,  and 
transportation         •  -s 

PWr  simbiiery, -blank  books,  and  book- 
binding      -  ... 

For  labor  and  attimdanee 

fbr  ftuni^re  and  fixtures,  repairs, 
painting,  and  glazing 

For  extra  clerk^bire  and  copying 

For  printing,  letier*press  ana  copper- 
plate, and  adviartiaing 

For  newspapers         ... 

For  books  and  naqsa   .  .  • 

For  tb^  payment  of  all  claims  which 
Thomas  Allbnhas  against  the  Uni- 
M  Slates  for  priaiiDg  twenty  thou- 
sand copies  of  ^e  Compeodiiun  or 
the  Abndgmentof  the  Sixth  Census, 
by  «i^ilfies  and  principal  towns,  to- 
gether with  the  tables  of  apportion- 
ment, as  prepared  at  the  State  De- 
pdttAfkLi,  for  the  use  of  Congress'' 

For  the  payment  of  all  claims  which 
BNir  9l  Rives  have  against  the 
United  States  for  printing  ten  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  same  document 

For  miscellaneous  items 

To  defray  the  expend  of  distributing 
the  remaining  numbers  of  the  Cen- 
siis  and  Statistics,  according  to  a 
resolution  of  Congress 

For  compiling,  printing,  and  binding 
this  Bi&nal  Register 

For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
ent and  three  watchmen   of  the 
northeast  exectitive  building 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  viz: 

For  labor        -  -  -  - 

For  fciel  and  light       ... 

For  .miscellaneous  items 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

For  eompensation  of  the  Secretary 
ofthe  Treasury,  and  the  clerks, 
mMienger,  and  assistant  messenger 
in  his  office  ... 

For.  compensation^  oi  the  First  Comp- 
trbllei*,  and  the  clerks,  messenger, 
a«d  assistant  messenger,  in  his  of- 
fice .... 

For  compensation  of  the  Second 
CmptroUer,  and  the  clerks  and 
miessenger  in  his  office 

For^apinpensation  of  the  First  Audit- 
OTi^ada  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 
hla  otf  oe     .... 

Forcifunpensalion  of  the  Second  Aud- 
itor, and  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  his  office  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  Third  Aud- 
itor, and  the  clerks,  messenger,  and 
assistant  messenger  in  his  office    - 

For  compensation  of  the  Fourth  Aud- 
itor, and  the  clerks  and  messenger 
in  his  office  ... 

For  compensation  of  the  Fifth  Audit- 
or, i^nd  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 
his  office      .... 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  clerks 
and  meteenger  in  his  office 


175,000 


4,600 

800 

5,000 

1,000 
25,000 


96,300 


9,000 

2,000 
1,600 

i,€00 
2,000 

1,500 

200 

1,000 


15,849  64 


6,924  82 
1,000 


2,500 
3,000 

1,345 


1,200 

1,400 

TOO 


27,850 


22,950 


15,250 


19,900 


20,900 


38,850 


20,150 


14,800 


13,760 


For  compensation  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  clerks,  mes- 
senger, and  assistant  messenger  in 
his  office      ...  -      28,000 

For  compensation  of  the  Commission- 
er of  the  General  Land  Office^  and 
the  recorder,  solicitor,  draughts- 
man, assistant  draughtsman,  clerks, 
messengers,  and  packers  in  his  of- 
fice ....     98,500 

For  compensation  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  his  office       -  -      12,400 

For  the  incidentiu  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Treasury  Department, 
viz: 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery     3,500 

For  newspapers  and  periodicals        -  100 

For  labor        -  -  -  -  150 

For  extra  clerk  hire  -  -       1,500 

For  printing,  (including  the  printing 

of  the  public  accounts)       -  -    -  2,550 

For  sealing  ship  registers       -  -  100 

For  miscellaneous  items         -  •  700 

For  translating  foreign  languages    -  150 

lu  the  office  of  the  First  Comptrol- 
ler: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery    -  -  -  -  -      1,000 
For  payment  of  arrears  for  binding 
ana  printing,  incurred  previous  to 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two  -----  700 
For  paying  for  the  printing  of  circu- 
lars and  forms  under  the  late  tarifi* 
act    -          -          -           -          -  600 
For  labor         ...           -  450 
For  extra  clerk-hire    ...  250 
For  miscellaneotis  itema        -          •  400 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Comp- 
troller: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery        -  -  -  .  TOO 
For  labor         -           -           -           .           fioo 
For  extra  clerk-hire    ...  400 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          .  200 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Anditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery        ....  500 
For  assistant  messenger         -           -  350 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -  150 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery        ....  450 
For  labor         ....          950 
Fbr  extra  clerk-hire    -          .          .  150 
For  miscellaneous  items,  including 
printing  blanks,  and  one  hundred 
dollars  for  carpets  and  other  indis- 
pensable furniture   ...           250 
In  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery       ....          900 
>  For  labor         -          -          -          -          250 
For  extra  clerk-hire    -                     -          30O 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -  150 

In  the  office  ofthe  Fourth  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery ....  60O 
For  labor  ....  50 
For  extra  clerk-hire  -  -  -  100 
For  printing  -  -  -  -  -  50 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -           200 

In  the  oMce  ofthe  Fifth  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  bhiding,  and  sta- 
tionery        ....  325 
For  labor         -          -          -          -  125 
For  extra  clerk-hire    •          -          -  50 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          •           125 

In  the  Treasurer's  office: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  sta- 
tionery       -----  500 
For  labor         ....  375 
For  printing    ....  700 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -  360 

In  the  Solicitor's  office: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery     600 

For  law  books  ...  260 

For  printing  circulars,  blank  forms 
for  returns  of  dibtriet«ll«nifly8,  aar* 


shals,  clerks  of  courts,  and  collectars 
ofthe  customs        ... 

For  labor         .... 

For  miscellaneous  items 
In  the  Register's  office: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery   - 

For  labor         .... 

For  printing    -  .  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  arrears  for  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-two,  for  Mank  books,  binding, 
and  stationery 

For  arrears  for  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-two,  for  printing 
In  the  General  Land  Office: 

For  stationerv,  including  blank  books 
and'blank  forms  for  the  district  land 
offices  -  -  -  - 

For  fifty  thousand  pieces  of  parch- 
ment and  printing  patents  - 

Forudvertising  land  sales  in  newspa- 
pers and  in  handbill  form,  public 
notices,  and  printing  circulars 

For  office  furniture,  and  repairs  of 
same  ,  -  -  . 

For  pay  of  laborers  employed  in  the 
office  -  .  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  compensation  to  Samuel  C.  Da- 
vidson, for  carrying  mails  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to.  and  from 
the  city  post  office,  from  the  nine- 
teenth of  May  to  the  sixth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred 
aiid  forty-two  -  .  - 

For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
ent and  eight  watchmen  otthe  south- 
east executive  building 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  viz: 

For  labor        .  .  -  - 

For  fuel  and  light       .  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  (he 
commencement  ofthe  building  of  a 
custom-house  at  Wilmington,  I^orth 
Carolina,  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the^resent  site, 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  deem  it  proper  to  change  the 
site  -  -  -  -  - 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 
For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  clerks,  messenger, 
and  assistant  messenger  in  his  office 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  ^alion- 
ery  -  -  .  -  - 

For  newspapers  and  periodicals 
For  labor        -  -  -  - 

For  priming  .  -  -  - 

For  miscellaneous  items 
For  books,  maps,  and  plans    - 
For  extra  clerb-bire    - 
For  arrears  for  newspapers  and  pe- 
riodicals prior  to  twenty-sixth  Au- 
gust, one  thousand  eignt  hundred 
and  forty-two  ... 

For  compensation  ofthe  Commission- 
er of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  clerks, 
messenger^  and  assistant  messenger 
in  his  office  •  .  -  - 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  -       .   -  -  • 

For  labor        .  -  -  . 

For  miscellaneous  items 

Forcompensation ofthe  Commission- 
er of  Pensions,  and  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  his  office,  and  inclit- 
din|  five  hundred  dollars  for-  the 
half  calendar  year  ending  thirtieth 
June  .... 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz:  •     ' 
For  Uank  books,  bindin^and  station- 
ery  -  -  •  -     .     - 
•  For  printing  -          -          -  - 
Forfnel          -          .          .  . 
For  miscellancon  items 
1  For  compensation  qi  the  derk  a^d 
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messeng^t  u^  l^c  office  of  the  Com- 
maD4ing<3«neiiil     -  -  -       1,500 

For  ndsculanMU^  items  for  said  of- 
fice -         -  -  *  -  90O 
For  compenttHoD  oi  Ibe  clerks  and 
messenger  i&  the  office  of  tto  Ad- 
jomnt  General        -          -          -       7,650 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  via:  ^ 
For  printing  Army  Register  and  or- 

diei*:-        -         -         -         -         400 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ed .  -•         -  -  -  300 
For  extra  clcrfc-hlre  -          -          -  100 
For  aiscelTatoeons  items,  including 
-five  hondredaDd  ninety-aiz  dollara 
tihl  sixteen  cents,  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  former  apptopnations       -          €00 
For  compensation  q{  tne  clerks  and 
jDcneDgeir  in  the  office  of  the  Cloar- 
termaster  General   -          -          -       7,300 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said    ■ 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  bindiiig,and  station- 
err  -          -           -          -          -           500 
For  labor        -          -          -          -  900 
For  printing    •          .          •          .          aoo 
For  miscellaBeons  items'       -          -           500 
For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Pay- 
master General       -          -          -       7,100 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz:  .     , 
For  blank  books,  biAding,«nd  station- 
er  -          -          ^          -          -          900 
For  foel          -          -          -           -  125 
For  miscellaneotis  items        -          -          400 
For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  Clothing 
and  Equipage  at  Philadelphia        -       4,200 
For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
m>s8eQgerin  the  office  of  the  Com- 
mis^ry  General  of  Subsistence     -       5|300 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
Fbr  blank  books,  binding  and  station- 
ery  -           -           -          -           -           900 
For  extra  cleik-hire  -          -          -          200 
Fbr  printing  MidadVerUsing  -           -           800 
For  labor         -          -          -          -  100 
For  foel         .          -           -          -           100 
For  miscellaneous  items         -          -          SOO 
For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Engineer      ....      .5,650 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  stalion- 

cry  -  *  -  -  -  600 

ForprintiQg   -  -  -  -  100 

For  fuel  -  -  ...  150 

For  miscellaneous  items        •    .      -  50 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Sur- 
geon General         ...       2,650 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and;statioo- 

ery  -  -  ;  •  200 

For  pouting    .  •  *  •  50 

Forruel-         -  -  -  -  76 

For  miscellaneous  items       -  -  150 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Col- 
onel of  Ordnance    -  •  -       8,650 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  Tiz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 

ery  -  -  -  -  -  460 

For  printing  -  -  -  -  80 

For  fuel  -  -  ...  150 

For  miscellaneous  iitm/t       .  .  |50 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  Bureau  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers         ...       4,900 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
bureau,  v^z: 
Fo^  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  .  .  -  -  -  400 
For  labor         .          .          .          -  lOO 
Poffuel          .,         -          -          -          260 
For  miscellaneotis  item^       -          -          500 
For  compensation  of  the  superintend- 
eptanu  fovr  wat^men  ofthe  north- 
vest  exeetitlTVlmfkmir      *          *       19*710 
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For  contingent  expenses  oi  said 
building,  viz: 
F,or  labor        -  -  -  -  '        400 

For  fuel  and  light       -  -  -       2,000 

For  miscellaneous  items         -  .       1,600 

NAVY  DEPARTIOENT. 
For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  the  clerks,  messenger, 
and  assistant  messenger  in  his  of- 
fice -          -          -          -          - 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
office,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery  -          -          -          •          « 
For  extra  clerk-hire    -          .          - 
ForpFiniing    -          -           -          - 
For  labor        .          .          ^          - 
For  miscellaneous  items 
For  newspapers  and  periodicals 
For  payment  of  sundry  bills  for  sta- 
tionery and  newspapers  for  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty,  eighteen  hundred 
•  and  forty-one,  and  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-two          .          -          - 
For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Navy  Yards  and  Docks, 
and  the  draogntsman,  clerk,  ana 
messenger  in  his  office 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
bureau,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery     

For  labor  .... 
For  miscellaneous  items 
For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  Construction,  Equipment, 
and  Repairs,  and  the  assistant  con- 
structor, clerks,  and  messenger  in 
his  office       ...  -       9,100 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
bureau,  viz: 
For  blank  books  and  stationery         •  900 

For  miscellaneous  items        -  -  180 

For  labor        -  -  -  -  120 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  Provisions  and  Clothing, 
and  the  deiks  and  messenger  in 
his  office      ....        7,100 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
bureau,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery ...  -  400 
For  miscellaneous  items       -          -  100 
For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  Bu- 
reau of  Ordnance  and  Hydrogra- 
phy,  and  the  draughtsman,  clerk, 
and  messenger  in  his  office            -        9,400 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
bureau,  viz: 
For  blank  books  and  stationery         -          960 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          •  140 
For  labor        -          -          -          -  100 
For  compensation  of  the  chief  of 
Bureau  of  Medicine  and  SuiigerTi 
and  the   clerks  and  messenger  in 
his  office     ....        6,900 
For  contingent  expenses  oi  said 
bureau,  viz: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  station- 
ery             -          -          -          -          400 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -          900 
For  compensation  of  the  superinten- 
dent and  three  watchmen  of  the 
southwest  executive  building         -        1,345 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said 
building,  vir. 
For  labor        -          -          -          -          375 
For  fuel  and  lights     ...        1,350 
For  miscellaneous  items        -          -        1,160 
For  payment-to  Isaac  Babbitt,  of  Bos- 
ton, in  execution  of  a  contract  made 
witn  him  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  for  the  purchase  of  Babbitt's 
"anti-attrition  metal,"  pursuant  to 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-two          .          .          - 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

For  compensation  of  the  Postmaster 
General  and  the  three  Assistant 
Postmasters  General,  and  the  clerks, 
messenger,  ai^d  three  assistant  mes- 
sengers, and  two  watchmen  of  the - 
Poet  t>ffi^  Department      -  •      74,300 


9^( 


,000 


For  coatfng«Q(  cvpoMMof  0aiddep«noient,  wi%: 
For  blank  t>oolu,  bindim^  and  ataiionery  1^00 

For  newapapttra  and  penodicala  .  lOQ 

For  fael  and  oil  .  ,       2,kM 

For  niMCellanooui  itema    .  800 

For  printing    •  .  .  .000 

For  labor         ....        1,2B0 
For  one  day  watchman  360 

For  compenaallon  of  temporary  clerka  .       2^000 

For  blank  booka,  binding,  and  atationery,  fumiabed 
between  aeeood  OeuHieri  one  ibouaand  eight 
hundred  and  forty^ooa.  and  iwwMieth  Anguat, 
one  thouMnd  eight  hundred  and  forty-iwo  648  Ot 

For  blank  book*,  blndinf,  and  atationery ,  fumiabed 
between  iha  arat  of  April,  eifhieen  hundred  and 
forty,  and  twenty  fourth  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  1,666 
For  adFertiaing  dohe  in  the  yeara  eighteen  hun- 
drad  and  thirty-nine  and  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty                                                               .  108  4B 
For  newapapera  aubeeribed  for  prior  to  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  fortj|K>ne                            160 
For  compenaatlon  ef  the  Auditor  of  the  Poet  Of*  0 
fice  Department,  and  the  clfrka,  maaaenger,  and 
aaaiatant  meaaenger  in  hia  o0)ce                             '66,700 
Pjr  contingent  expeneea  of  aaid  office,  Tb: 
For  blank  booka,  binding,  and  auuionery                        660 
For  uriniing  blanka                                                     1.130 
For  labor          ....        2,860 
For  miaoellaneoua  itema    •                                           660 

BUaVEYORS  AND  THEIR  CLERKfl. 

For  compenaauon  of  the  aurToyor  general  north* 
wea(  01  the  Ohio,  and  the  clerka  in  hia  eflfice  8^00 

For  cnmpenaation  of  the  aurreyor  general  in  I1U> 
noia  and  Mlaaouri,  and  the  clerka  in  hie  office  6,830 

For  compenaatlon  of  the  aurveyor  general  in  Ar* 
kanaas,  and  the  clerka  in  hia  office  .  4,300 

For  eompenaati(>n  of  the  aurreyor  general  in  Looia- 
iana,  and  the  clerka  In  hia  office  4,o00 

For  compenaaiion  of  the  aurveyor  general  in  Mia- 
alasippi,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office  .  ,        7,000 

For  compensation  of  the  aurroyor  general  in  Ala* 
bama,  and  the  derka  in  hia  office  .  4,000 

For  compenaaiion  of  the  aurv^yor  general  in  Flor* 
ida,  and  the  clerks  in  hia  office  6.600 

For  compenaaiion  of  iheaunreyor  general  in  Wia* 
conain  and  Iowa,  and  the  clerks  in  hia  office  8.100 

For  extra  clerks  in  the  offices  of  t6e  surveyors  gen* 
eral,  to  l>e  apportioned  10  them  according  to  the 
exigencies  or  the  public  service,  and  including 
the  exisiiog  undrawn  balance  of  two  hundred 
and  ten  aollars  and  aeTentyneren  centa,  from 
ihirtietli  December,  fighieen  bundled  and  forty- 
two,  to  the  thirtieth  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ibny-four     ....       21,000 

For  compenaatlon  of  the  aecretary  to  aign'patenta 
for  publlclanda  1,600 

For  cempeneaiion  of  the  Commiaaioner  of  Public 
Buildinga  in  Waahington  city,  and  the  three  aa* 
aletahta,  aa  draw-keepera  at  the  Potomac  bridge, 
including  oil,  firewood,  and  repaira  .  4,000 

UNITED  STATES  MINT  AND  BRANCHE& 

For  Gompenaation  of  the  offlcera  and  work* 
men  or  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  ?iz: 
For  the  director  8,600 

For  the  treaanrer  2g000 

For  the  chief  coiner  2^ 

For  the  aaaayar  8jQ0 

Forihemelter  and  refiner  2,600 

For  the  engraver  2,000 

For  the  aaaietant  aanjer  .  1,800 

For  four  clerka  •        ^^S$ 

For  wagea  to  workmen     .  24,000 

For  incidental  and  contingent  exponaes,  including 
the  wastage  of  gold  and  ailver,  foal,  uaieriala, 
atationery,  water,  rent,  and  taxes  7,978 

For  apecimeos  of  orea  and  colna  to  he  reserved 
at  said  mini ....  800 

For  compenaaiion  of  the  officeia  and  wcMrk* 
men  of  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  ia 
North  Carolina,  vis ; 
FortheauperinteDdent  2,000 

Fortheaaaaycr  1»600 

For  the  coiner  .  1,600 

For  the  clerk  IfiOO 

For  wages  to  workmen  8,600 

For  modental  and  contingent  exponaea,  Inclading 
fuel,  materiala,  atationery,  taxes,  and  waatage  of 
gold  ....        1,000 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and  work- 
men 01  the  branch  mint  at  Dahlonega,  in 
Georgia,  via: 
For  the  superintendent  2,000 

For  the  aaaayer  lijw 

For  the  coiner  If^N) 

For  the  clerk  *  1 W 

For  wagee  to  workmen  2;680 

For  incidental  and  contingent  exponaes  of  said 
branch,  including  fuel  materiala,  atationery, 
taxes,  and  wastage  of  gold  1,360 

For  comuenaation  of  the  officera  and  work* 
men'of  the  branch  mint  at  New  Orleana, 
vix: 
For  the  superintendent  •  -    .       2,600 

For  thetraasarer  2,000 

For  the  coiner .  2.000 

For  the  asaayer  2,000 

For  the  melter  and  refiner  2000 

For  two  clerks  t^^^ 

For  wagea  to  workmen  w/iOO 

For  inadental  and  contingent  expenses  of  said 
branch,  includint  fuel,  materials^  etationery, 
and  wastage  of  gold  and  silver  1^000 

GOVERNMENTS  IN  THE  TERRITORIES  OF 

TUB  UNITED  STATES. 
For  compensation  of  tho  officais  of  Wiseoniin 

TeiTitoryt  ▼!»:  __-j 

For  governor    .  .  .  >       14600 

ForUireeJud^M  A»4flO 

Ftasecretary  .  •  *  •       IfKt* 
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CONOR£S8IONAL  GLOBE. 


For  contlngeol^zpenses  of  said  Territory  360 

For  compenaaiion  and  mileage  of  the  member*  of 
the  Legislative  Aeeemblj  of  aaid  Territory,  pay 
of  offleera,  prinliDCi  euiionery,  fuel,  fumkure, 
poatage,  aild  all  ouier  iacidental  and  miacellane* 
ooaoDjecia  ....  17,275 
Foreompeneation  of  the  oflieen  of  Iowa  Tenri* 

tory,  viz: 
Forgoveinor   ....        2,fi00 
For  three  jtdgea  5,400 

For  secretary  ....        1,200 
For  contingent  ezpenaea  of  said  Tenitory  350 

For  compeoaation  and  mileage  of  themembere  of 
the  Lfgialaiive  Aaeembly  of  eaiii  Territory,  pay 
of  offieen,  printing,  ataiionery,  fuel,  furaiture, 
poetage,  candlea,  and  atl  other  incidental  and 
miaceilaneoue  objects  .  ,^20,176 

For  compenealion  of  the  offlcere  of  Florida  Terri* 

tory,  vix: 
ForaoTemor  .         2,600' 

For  five  judgea  9^600 

For  secretary  1,500 

Forcontiogent  expenses  of  said  Territory  350 

Fotf^bmpenaation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  said  Territory,  pay  of 
officers,  stationery,  fuel,  priDtinp,  and  all  oiher 
incidental  and  miacellaneooa  objects  27,125 

JUDICIARY. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  the  asso- 
ciate justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the 
Jadgea  of  the  sereral  disiricia  of  the  United 
dtatea  ....      93,900 

For  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Untied  Statea,  and 
tike  clerk  and  messenger  in  his  office  6,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  500 

For  ihesalaries  of  the  chief  Justice  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  associate  j  udges,  the  judges  of 
the  criminal  court  and  the  orphans'  courta  of 
said  District  11,700 

For  the  reporter  of  the  decbtons  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  including  arrears  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  fony-two  1,350 

For  theaalaries  of  the  district  attorneys  of  the  sev 
aral  districts  and    Territories  of  the  United 
Statea,  as  prescribed  by  law  8,450 

For  the  arraars  of  the  salaries  of  the  district  attor> 
neys  of  Maryland  and  Massachusetts,  for  the 
year'one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two  400 

For  the  aaiaries  of  the  marshals  of  the  several 
districts  and  Territoriea  of  the  United  States, 
as  prescribed  by  law  7,200 

For  oefrayinf  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme,  cir. 
cuit.  and  district  courts  of  the  United  Siatee,  in« 
eluding  the  District  of  Columbia;  also,  for  Ju*  . 
rois  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising 
from  lines,  penaltiea,  and  forfeitures,  incurred 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty. four  and 
preceding  years;  and  likewise  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  United  States 
are  concerned,  and  of  prosecutions  for  oflences 
committed  against  (he  United  States,  and  for  the 
safekeeping  of  prisoners,  including  expenses 
under  the  bankrupt  law 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Annuities  and  grants: 

To  Joslah  H.  Webb 

To  Rachel  Dohrman 

ToElizabethC.  Ferry 

For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding compensation  to  ■uperintaodent  and  as* 
sktaots         .... 

For  compensation  of  the  two  keepers  of  the  public 
archives  in  Florida  . . 

For  expenses  to  relation  to  the  relief,  of  certain  in- 
aolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  penlten* 
tiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia 

For  repairing  the  cellar  of  the  public  store-house 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  such  manner  as  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  water  into  the  same    • 

For  repairs  of  the  custom-house  at  Mobile 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  eighteen  months 
ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  foriy-three,  and  estimated  deficiency 
in  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  four,  in  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  as  e8tab> 
lished  bv  the  act  of  the  third  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  three 

For  paying  the  contractors  under  contracts  made 
by  the  Government  of  the  Ignited  States  for  com- 
pleting the  Boston  custom-house 

For  repairing  the  custom-house  and  post  office 
buildings  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina 

For  registars  for  ships  and  vessels,  and  lists  of 
crews,  Ipclnding  coat  of  new  dies  and  platea 

For  the  payment  of  balances  to  officers  of  old  in- 
ternal revenue  aod  direct  tax,  (being  part  of  the 
amount  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  thirty-first 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  eight)  . 

For  payment  to  Joaeph  Russ  ond  Stephen  J.  Roach, 
in  full  for  labor  bestowed  aod  money  expended 
in  lepairing  or  constructing  a  road  leading  from 
Pensacola  to  Tallahaaiee,  in  Florida,  in  pursu- 
ance  of  a  settleiBent  of  their  account  under  (he 
act  approved  the  seventeenth  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Russ  and  Ste- 
phen J.  Roach"  2,000 

For  lighting  Pennsylvania  avenue  160 

For  the  compensation  of  the  captain  and  watchmen 
for  the  city  of  Washington  A700 

For  contingent  expenses  for  fuel  aod  light  for  said 
watch  ....  300  ■ 

For  payment  of  the  books  ordered  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  on 
the  eighth  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-two         .  47,163  76 

For  axpensea  incurred  prior  to  January  first,  one 
tbovsand  eight  handled  aod  forty-thn^  for 


373.000 


60 
300 
400 


100,000 
1,000 
2,000 
5^000 


4,000 
6,000 


25,000 

50,000 
6,000 
4,000 

3,661  90 


clerk  hire,  wages  of  porter,  and  stationery,  of 
the  commlesioners  under  the  act  of  July  seven, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-aight, 
*^  remit  dutlea  on  certain  goods  deairoyed  by 
fire"  ....        1,337  99 

For  the  balance  due  to  the  late  commercial  agent 
at  S(.  Chriatopber's,  for  disboraemeots  for  tlie 
relief  and  protection  of  4iatreased  American 
seamen  5,866  06 

For  enabling  the  Secretary  of  the  TKeasury  to  pro- 
cure the  neceasary  manual  for  the  several  cue- 
torn-houses,  together  with  the  necssssry  inatru* 
ments  and  apparatus  to  ascertain  the  relative 
quantity  of  saccharine  matter  in  the  different 
kinds  01  sugar,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Repreeenutives  adopted  on  the 
twenty  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
an  i  forty-two  6,200 

For  the  balance  due  on  the  second  volume  of  the 
Documentary  History  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution ....        6,826 

For  the  third  volume  of  the  Documentary  History 
of  the  American  Revolution  27,660 

For  completing  the  indexing  of  the  public  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  office  of  the  First 
Comptroller  and  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  80O 

For  paying  balance  of  expenses  in  full  for  negotia- 
ting the  loans  authorized  by  the  acts  of  twenty 
first  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  fortv-ane,  and 
fifteenth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two       10,000 

■     PATENT  OFFICE.      ^ 

Fur  (he  purchase  of  such  scientific  bonks  as  are 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Patent  Office  1,200 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  statiatica,  and 
for  other  agricultural  purpooea  2^000 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  uking  care  of  and  pro- 
aervin^  the  botanical  and  horticultural  spisci- 
mens  brought  home  by  the  squadron  of  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  .        1,200 

For  the  removal  of  the  statue  of  Washington 
from  its  present  poeition,  and  permanently  pla- 
cing the  same  on  a  proper  pedestal,  and  cover* 
ing  It  temporarily  in  the  enclosed  and  cultivated 
public  eroundu  east  of  the  Capitol,  directly  in 
front  of  (he  main  entrance  and  steps  of  the  east 
front  of  the  Capitol,  aa  suggested  in  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  and  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Oreenough,  dated  February 
third,  one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  referred  to  and  reported  by  said  commit- 
tee in  connexion  with  the  memorial  of  Horatio 
Greenough.  under  the  direction  and  supervision 
of  thesaiilGreenough  .  .  .  6,000 

LIGHT-HOUSE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

For  supplving  the  light-houses,  containing  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seveniv-eight  lamps, 
with  oil,  tube  xlasses,  wicks,  bufiskins,  whiting, 
and  cotton  cloth,  transportation,  and  keeping  ap- 
paratus in  order  106,190  30 

To  reimburse  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Phila- 
delphia the  expense  incurred  by  them  in  con- 
tinuing the  light  on  the  breakwater  near  Cape 
Henlopen  80O 

For  repairs,  refitting,  and  improvementa  of  light- 
houses, and  buildings  connected  therewith         .      99,871  48 

For  compensation  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-six 
keepers  of  light-houses,  eighteen  of  them  being 
charged  with  double  lights  and  one  with  three      98^938  00 

For  compensation  of  tUrty  keepers  of  floating 
Hghta  ....       16,000 

For  seamen's  wages,  repairs,  and  supplies  of 
thirty  floating  lights  .      66,420  84 

For  weighing,  mooring,  cleansing,  repairing,  and 
supplying  the  loss  of  beacons,  buoya,  chains, 
and  sinkers  ....      21,613  64 

For  rebuilding  the  beacon  at  Black  Rock,  Con- 
necticut      ....      10,000 

For  expenses  of  examining  annually,  and  report- 
ing the  condition  of  light-houaea  .    «  4,000 

Foranperintendents*  commissions^  at  two  and  one- 
half  per  cent  10,260  86 

For  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  tha  Potomac 
bridge  ....        3;600 

SURVEYS  OF  PUBUC  LANDS. 

For  completing  the  survey  of  private  land  claims 
in  Alabama,  and  their  cotmexion  with  the  ad- 
jacent public  landa,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  eight 
dollars  per  mile,  being  in  addition  to  the  appro* 
priaiion  made  for  a  similar  object  by  the  act  of 
^  April  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
'  thirty-eight;  and  Including  a  deficiency  in  the  - 
existing  appropriation  of  three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  aeventy-six 
centa,  to  pay  for  work  already  completed  and  re- 
turned        ....        5,800 

For  completing  the  retracing  of  certain  old  sur- 
veys in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding eight  dollars  per  mile,  in  addition  to  sh» 
unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  May 
eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ferty, 
for  the  survey  of  private  land  claims,  and  con- 
necting the  same  with  the  adjacent  public  lands 
south  of  tha  31st  degree  of  latitude,  at  the  same 
rate  ....       11,100 

For  completing  the  surveys  in  Missouri,  in  the 
towns^amed  in  the  act  of  May  twenty-sixth, 
one  tholiaand  eight  hundred  and  tweniy-four,  in 
addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  ap- 

Kropriation  of  March  third,  one  thoussnd  eight 
undred  and  forty-one,  for  a  similar  object,  aod   - 
including  office  work  4,000 

For  sorveyina  the  public  landa,  in  addition  to  the 
unexpended  balance  of  former  appropriations, 
to  be  apportioned  to  the  several  surveying  dis- 
tricts, according  to  the  axigeocieaof  the  public 
■orvlce         .  .  .  .      40,000 


^ .  —  -         —  —  -  ^ • "■         ^m 

For  tha  survey  of  amaU  detached  tractS|  situated 
in  Illinois  and  Mlasodri,  principally  In  tha  mB. 
itary  diatria  of  Illinois,  at  a  rate  not  aaoaeding 
alx  dollars  per  mile,  and  indnding  office  Work  .       8^ 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  FOREIGN  NATIONS. 

For  salaries  of  the  Minialeia  of  the  TTnlted  Siaiea 
to  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Pnisrii,  Aus- 
tria, Spain,  Mexico,  and  Brazil  73,000 

For  salariea  of  the  Becratariesof  Legation  Vo  the 
aame  places  ll^flOO 

For  salaries  of  the  Chargea  dee  AfTairca  10  Porta-      ' 

fU,  Dc'nnurk,  Sweden,  Holland,  Belgium,  Chili, 
eru,  Venesuels,  New  Granada,  Texas,  Naples^ 
aod  Sardinia  .  .      Si,OQO 

For  outfits  of  a  Minister  to  Franca  and  of  a 
Charge  d' Affaires  to  Denmark  llfU^ 

For  aalary  of  the  Minister  reaidani  to  Turimr  fiJOQO 

For  salary  of  a  dragoman  to  the  legation  of  Tur- 
key 9;G00 

Fur  compensation  10  a  Commiasioiier  to  tbaSmd- 
wich  Islands  3;00O 

For  the  contingent  expehaasof  all  th#  misaioos 
abroad  ....     20,000 

For  the  contingent  exp^naea  of  foreign  Inter 
courae  ....     SQyOOO 

For  tha  salary  of  the  Consul  at  London  ZfiOi 

For  the  salary  of  a  Conaul  at  Bey  roat .  600 

For  thereliefand  protection  of  American  asameo 
in  foreign  countriea  60,000 

For  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  and  oihar  expeoasa  ef 
theofflceofthe  American  Conaul  at  London   .       2,800 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers  liflBO 

For  oefraving  tha  expanaea  attending  the  convey- 
ance and  forwarding, by  land.and  of  rhe  receipt 
and  delivery  of  mailat  letters,  and  daapatches  at 
and  between  Chagreaaod  Panamn,  including 
the  compensation  of  an  agent  of  the  United 
Statea  at  each  of  said  placea  for  the  aborepu^ 
poaea  ....     I^ 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  servicea  cf  the  Generaf  Poft  Office  for  tha 
year  commencing  on  the  firatday  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-three,  in  conformity  10 
tha  act  ofaecood  July,  eighteen  bnudredand 
thirty-six  ....  4|,Mi,000 
Vis:  For  tha  transportation  of  the  maJJ  .  3,196/100 . 
For  compenaation  of  postmasters  920,006 

Fur  ship,  steamboat,  and  way  lattera  .<       22^ 
For  wrapping  paper  ISfiOO 

For  office  fUmiture  (for  the  officea  of 

poatmasiers) .  7,000 

For  advertiaiDg  *        32,000 

For  mall  baga    .  *  .    .     18/100 

Forblanka  SaOOO 

For  mail  locks,  keys,  and  stamps  9,000 

For    mail  depredations    and  apaclml 

agenia  88,0p0 

Providedf  That  no  special,  or  traval. 
ling,  or  poat  office  agent  aball  receive 
a  higher  compensation  tnan  one  thou  • 
aana  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  two 
doUan  per  day  for  bis  travelling  ex- 
panaea. 
For  clerks  for  offices  tior  the  offiosa  of 

postmasters).  ^^^JSSt 

For  miscellaneous  .  66,000 

Pmidedj  That  the  President  and  tlia 
Poetmaater  General  ahall  have  Uia 
aame  power  to  tranafer  funds  from 
one  to  another  head  of  appropriation 
of  tha  foregoing  appropriation*— 
made  for  the  aervice  of  the  General 
Post  Office--as  the  PreMdtfnt  and  anV 
other  head  of  an  Executive  depaiT- 
ment  now  have  to  tranafer  funds  ap- 
propriated under  one  head  to  tlie  aer- 
vice of  another.  In  any  other  branch 
of  the  public  service. 

ftOSCELLANBOUS. 

For  taking  ddwn  the  two  old  furnaeea  in  the  crypt 
under  the  rotundo,  and  building  two  new  ones, 
cutting  out  the  neceaaary  fluea,  and  doing  other 
work  connected  tharewith,  according  to  a  propo- 
sition of  John  Skirving,  under  date  of  February 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three 

Fur  conairucting  two  furnaeea  under  each  and  of 
the  fiiat  story  of  the  centre  or  tha  Capitol,  for 
warming  the  rooms  and  passagee  upon  and 
above  aaid  first  story,  including  tbh  Congress 
Librarv  room,  acoording  to  the  proposition  of 
John  skirving^  to  the  chairman  01  the  Commiu 
tee  on  Public  Buildinga  . 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  attending  fur- 
naeea aad  water ^looeta,  lampUghtiog,  oUi  la- 
borers on  the  Capitol  grounda,  toola,  Keeping 
iron  pipes  and  wooden  fences  in  order,  a(ten<v 
ing  at  the  mestem  gates,  gardenec*a  aalitry,  and 
top-dreasing  for  planu^  for  the  eighteen  months 
endiag  thirtieth  JunOi  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty- four 

For  annual  repaira  of  the  Preaident'a  houae,  gar- 
dener's salary,  Uborers,  tools,  and  top-dreaeuig 
for  plants  for  the  eighteen  months  enafng  thirti- 
eth June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four  .... 

For  the  amount  due  for  work  and  materials  on  the 
Treasury  building,  on.  the  General  Poat  Office, 
and  the  bridge  on  Penney Ivaniaavenoe 

For  iron  railing  and  gates  on  the  lower  terrace  of 
the  Treasury  building,  and  tripoda  and  lamps  on 
the  blocking  in  front  of  the  portico  . 

For  tripods  with  lamps,  lor  the  blocking  in  firoBt  of 
the  General  Poat  Office  . 

For  repairing  damage  to  iron  plpei  by  freshet 

For  materiala  and  work  for  bulk^lMBd  fraraea,  aod 
doony  and  windowa,  in  i^e-ceDaiof  Ilia  G^iiio]^ 


1.4H 


7,973 


11,0150 

7,00144 

3,700 

900 
733  SI 

m 


mrni-r'TTTf; 


c6n6res^ional  6Lom 
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f^  oMffato  biiUk  at  th«  foaniMQ  on  Um  tamcd  of 
th*9v>itol  .... 

for  pay  of  JuBM  KoUj,  «iiioant  allowed  him  by 
tbo  ownmH'^'"*'*  umbi  ilie  ntolntioo  of  Coq< 


fbrpifpiriiy  aodpoblkihinf  charts  and  oUmiw 
wiMcaiTjmciDto  effect  the  ac(  of  Auf  u«t  twen- 
t]Mlx,  000  tnoooaod  eight  hundred  and  forty* 
tinJwpaMjihinf  an  account  of  the  discoveries 
of  IBS  BSfMiog  expedition,  aoder  the  superris- 
ioo  and  nrectioa  of  the  Joint  Committee  oa  the 

LibrtiT 

ILK.  TV.  To  soaMe  the  President  of  the  ITnfted 
tntm  to  eocablith  the  future  commercial  rsU' 
tioBi between  the  Vnited'Statsa  and  the  Chinese 
fOBfifri,  on  terrafc  of  national  eqaal  reciprocity  . 

H.  R.  Km*  30.  For  continuing  an  additional  clerk 
in  the  Seeood  Auditor's  office  one  year 


12D 
iia44 


20,000 

40,000 
1,000 


•8,398,996  43 


E  R.  M6.  /V  tk9  aupport  of  the  army  ^and  of  the  maUtary 
aeadimjft  amdfor  armorieMy  oroenQh^  arme  andmunitiono 
tfiPOTf  andnarveyeyfor  the  half  calendar  year  ending  the 
mrtieth  day  of  June^  one  thtnuand  eight  hundred  and 
Jbrtf-three,  and  for  the /local  year  beginning  the  firotday 
^  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three^  and 
ending  the  thirttethday  of  June^  one  thouaand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fortyjbur.  , 


For  pay  of  the  amy  for  the  said  half  calendar 

Cr  •  .  .  • 

I  for  said  fiaal  year 
Por  commutation  wofficers*  subsistence  for  said 

liaU  eaJendaryear 

And  for  said  meal  year    . 
For  commutation  of  forage  for  officers'  horsee  for 

laid  half  calendar  year  . 

Aod  for  said  fiscal  year 
For  payments  In  lieu  of  clothine  for  dieebarged 

iirtdieis  and  officers'  serrants,  for  said  half  caU 

ttdaryar 

And  for  said  fiscal  year 
Forsnbsistsoce  io  kind  for  fiscal  yew  . 
For  chNMngt  eamp  and  garriaoo  equipage,  lor  said 

flseij  year    -  .  .  . 

For  ng olar  sapplies  m  the  quartermaster's  departs 

meot  for  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  said  fiscal  year  . 
F>r  barracks^  quartan^  and  storehouses,  embra- 
dag  the  repairs  and  enlargement  of  barracks, 
quarter^  storebouees,  and  hosplcals;  the  erection 
of  temporary  eantonnaeois  and  ef  gun*honsss 
fbr  tlie  protection  of  cannon;  the  pureliase  of 
tools  and  mataiials,  and  of  furniture  fbr  tha  bar* 
FKk>roonna)  rent  of  quartera  ftir  officers,  of  bar* 
racks  for  troops,  where  there  are  no  piiblic  build* 
ings  for  their  accommodation,  of  atoreliousea  for 
die  safekeeping  of  subsistence,  closing,  and 
other  militaiy  supptles,  and  of  grounds  for  sum- 
mer cantonnoents  and  encampments  for  military 
pracdce,  for  said  half  calenoiryear 
And  for  said  fiscal  ysar  .  \^. 

For  acrearami  for  completing  the  qVlrters  and  bar- 
racks at  ^rt  SeTom,  Maryland 
Pot  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  quart^rmasttfr's 
(tepartmant,  cmisistiDg  of  postage  on  public  leu 
tsrs  and  packote,  expensee  of  courts  martial  and 
courts  01  ioquiiy,  including  the  additional  com« 
pensation  ofjudge  adrocatea,  members,  and  wii- 
DMses;  extra  pav  to  soldiers  under  the  aet  of 
lUich  second,  efghteen  hundred  and  nineteen; 
cxpenase  of  expreasee,  and  of  the  interment  of 
BoO'Commissioned  officers  and  seldlere;  hire  of 
laborers;  oompeneatlon  of  clerks  in  tbeofficea 
of  the  quartermasters  and  assistant  quar(erma» 
terii  at  poets  where  their  datiee  cannot  be  per. 
formed  without  such  aid,  and  pf  temporarr 
sgeots  ifl  char]ge  of  dismantled  worlcs;  and  to  sucn 
wsgon  and  ^raaVmasters  as  it  may  be  neceanry 
to  empt<^  under  the  act  of  the  fifth,  of  Jtily,' 
etghieen  hundred  and  tliirty.eight:  ezpendiiures 
aecesary  to  keep  the  regiments  of  dragoons  and 
thsfour  companies  of  light  artillery  complete, 
faielndina  the  purchase  of  horses  to  supply  the 
place  of  tnoae  which  may  be  lost  and  become  un* 
fit  Ibr  eerrtce,  and  the  erection  of  stables,  for 
said  fiscal  year 
For  transponation  of  officers'  bairgige,  when  tra* 
relling  on  duty  without  troops,  for  said  fiecai 
year  .... 

Por  tnmfporution  of  (roope  and  anppliee,  tIi: 
Transportation  of  the  army  and  baggage, 
fieigfatand  ferriages,  purchase  or  hire  of  horses, 
moM,  oxen,  carts,  wagons,  and. boats  for  pur* 
poses  of  transportation  or  garrison  use;  drayage 
sad  cartage;  hire  of  teamaters;  transportation  of 
funds  for  the  pay  department;  expense  of  trans- 
port reseels,  aod  of  procuring  water  at  such 
posteas  from  their  ailuations  require  it^  transpor- 
tation of  clothing  from  the  depot  at  Philadelphia 
to  the  statlona  of  the  troops;  ofsubsistence  from 
the  places  of  purchase  and  delivery,  under  con- 
tracia,  to  such  points  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  serrice  may  require;  of  ordnance,  ordnance 
siorei^  and  small  arms(  from  the  foundries  and 
armories,  m  tlie  arsenals,  fortifications,  and  firqn- 
tier  poeta,  for  aaid  fiscal  year 
Por  the  current  expenses  of  ordnaaca  eeivice  for 

the  said  fiscal  year .       . 
Fdr  nnaamantn  of  fortificationa,  including  com- 
psDMUoo  of  a  competent  person  to  superintend 
the  maaaliietiira  of  cannon,  for  the  said  fiscal 


•2GB,73r  flE2 
1,313,370 

149,173  40 

461,868 

31,760  66 
101/»5 


29,416 
68,830 
496,466  60 

100,000 

30,000 

is6,oeo 


Ver  ordnaaca  and  ordnance  atorea-for  the  said  fis- 
cal year        .... 

For  mannfactara  of  anna  at  national  armoriea 
for  theaaid  fiacal  year     . 

For  repair*,  imprOTements,  and  new  roacMnery 
at  Sptbiigfiald  ai<nofy  for  the  fald  fiscal  year 

fte  liVitai^  faapconmaoiib  «">  mw  nachioary 


46.00a 
166,000 

9,029  63 


116,000 
60^000 


170,000 
80,000 

100,000 

75,000 

300,000 


z 


at  Harper's  Ferry  armory  for  the  said  fiicai 

For  aneoals  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  purchaae  of  saltpetre  and  brimstone  for  the 
said  fiscal  year 

For  completing  the  principal  buildings  of  the  arse- 
nal  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  the  said 
fiscal  year    .... 

For  expenses  of  preparing  drawings  of  artiUery 
for  the  said  fiscal  year    . 

For  surveys  in  reference  to  the  military  defbnces 
of  the  frontier,  inlaad  and  Atlantic,  for  the  said 
fiscal  year.  Including  a  survey  of  the  direct  com- 
munication from  Albemarle  sound  to  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  with  a  view  to  re-open  a  ship  chan- 
nel- . 

For  military  and  geographicalsurveys  westof  the 
Mississippi  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  continuation  of  the  surveys  of  the  northern 
and  northwestern  lalcea  of  the  United  States  for 
the  said  fiscal  year 

For  medical  aod  hospital  department  for  the  said 
half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  y^ar 

For  continuing  the  meteoroloclcal  observations  at 
the  military  posts  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surgeon  General,  for  said 
fiscal  year     .... 

For  continuation  of  hnprovemenls  on  the   Mie* 
souri,  Miasisippi,  Ohio,  and^Arkansas  rivers  for 
said  half  year 
And  for  said  fiscal  year 

For  the  support  of  the  military  academy  for  the 
half  calendar  year  and  for  the  fiscal  year  afore- 
eaid: 

For  pay  of  officers,  instructors,  cadets,  and  musi- 
cians for  the  said  half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  commutation  of  subsistence  for  said  half  cal- 
endar year  .... 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  commutation  of  forage  for  officers'  horNS  for 
said  half  calendar  year  . 
And  for  said  fiscal  year  . 

For  commutation  of  clothing  for  officers' servants 
for  said  half  calendar  year 
And  for  said  fiscal  year 

Forthe  varioue  current  and  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  academy,  other  than  pay  and  subsistence  for 
said  half  calendar  year  . 
And  forsaid  fiscal  year  . 

For  increaee  and  expenve  of  library  for  said  half 
calendar  year 
And  for  said  fiscal  veer 

Foi  construction  of  narracks  for  cadets  for  said 
fiacalyear   .... 
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30232 
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11,805  10 
24,941  20 
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1,300 

30,000 

•4,973,134  11 

H.  R.  No.  660.  Ptfr  the  natal  eertite  far  the  half  calendar 
year  beginning  the  fir  et  day  of  January,  and  ending  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June^  one  tkiotteand  right  hundred  and 
forty  threcy  tmd  for  the  fiecal  year  beginning  the  firet 
day  of  July ^  one  theueand  eight  hundred  and  forty  threcy 
and  ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  June^  one  thoueand  ei$ht 
hundred  tmdjorty.four.       \ 

For  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  and  petty  offic^iiB 
aad  aeamen,  Including  engineer  corpa  of  the 


navy  for  the  aaid  half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 


#1,496,584 
2,716,808 


60 


36,860 
73,720 


362,769  60 
623,663 


For  pay  of  iuperintendents^  naval  constructors. 

and  all  the  civil  eeublishments  of  the  several 

yards,  for  the  said  lialf  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  provisions  for  the  navy,  including  transporta- 
.  tion,  cooperage,  and  other  expenses,  for  the  said 

half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  clothing  for  the  navy,  including  transportation 

and  every  other  expense,  to  be  reimbursed  out 

of  the  sales  of  ihe  clothing  for  the  said  half 

calendar  year 
For  surgeons'  necessaries,  and  appliance  for  the 

sick  and  hurt  of  the  naval  service,  including  the 

marine  corps,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year    . 

And  for  the  said  fipcal  year 

And  for  arrearages  of  preceding  years  under 
thls)iead   .... 
For  the  increase,  repair,  armament,  and  equip- 
ment of  the  navy,  and  wear  and  tear  of  veeseis 

in  commission,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year  . 

And  for  said  fiscal  year  . 
For  the  support  of  Africans  recsptnred  on  the 

coast  of  Africa  or  elsewhere,  ami  returned  to 

Africa  by  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
For  improvements  and  necessary  repairs  of  the 

navy  yards,  namely: 
For  Portsmouth,  New  Hampohire,  for  the  said 

half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  Chsrlestown,  Massachusetts,  for  the  said  half 

calendat  year 

And  foe  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  Brooklyn,  New  York,  fur  the  said  half  calen- 
dar year  ... 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For   the  construction   of  a  floatiag  dry-dock  at 

Fensacola,  of  capacity  sufficient  for  the  repair      ^ 

of  frigates  of  the  smaller  class,  and  upon  such      ^ 

plan  as  the  Secreury  of  the  Navy  ehall  approve     100,000 
For  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  said  half 

calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  Washington  District  of  Columbia,  for  the 

said  half  calendar  year    . 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  Gofport,  Virginia,  for  the  said  half  calendar 

year  .... 

Aod  f9V  the  laid  fiacal  year  t 
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61,260 
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20.992  70 
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16.000 
26,400 


1,950 
2,070 

6»767 
4,814 
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For  Penaacola,  Florida,  for  the  said  half  calendar 
year  •  .  .  • 

A  nd  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  nccsasary  repaira  of  hoapiul,  buildinga,  and 

.   their  dependencies,  via: 

For  Charleetown,  Maasachoeetis,  for  the  said  half 
calendar  year 
And  for  the  aaid  fiscal  year 

For  Brooklyn,  New  York,  for  the  said  half  calen- 
dar year  .... 
And  for  the  raid  fiscal  year 

For  Norfolk,  Virginia,  for  the  said'  half  calendar 
year  .... 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  Penaacola,  Flonda,  for  ih^  aaid  half  calendar 
year  .... 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  Philadelphia  naval  asylum,  for  the  said  half 
calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  neceasary  repairs  of  msgaEines,  via: 

For  Charleetown,  Massschuseiis,  for  the  said  half 
calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  Brooklyn,  New  Yoik,  for  the  said  half  calen- 
dar year  .... 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  for  the 
said  hall  calendar  year    . 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  Norfolk,  Virginia,  for  the  said  half  calendar 
year  .         *     . 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  ordnance  aod  ordnance  stores  for  the  navy  and 
armed  vesaels  en  the  Northern  lakee,  for  the  said 
half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  defraying  the  expenses  that  may  accrue  for 
the  following  purposes,  via:  For  freight  and 
transportation  of  materials  and  stores  of  every 
description;  for  wharfage  and  dockage;  stor- 
age and  rent;  travelling  expenses  of  officers! 
and  tranaportation  of  seamen;  house-rent  to 
pursers,  when  duly  authoriied;  for  funeral  ex* 
penses;  for  com  missions,  clerk  hire,  ofRce.  rent, 
sutionery,  and  fuel,  to  navy  agents;  for  premi- 
ums and  incidental  expensee  of  recruiting;  for 
ai5prehending  deserters;  for  compensation  to 
Judge  advocates;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  per- 
sons attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of 
inquiry,  or  other  services  authorised  by  law; 
for  printing  and 'Stationery  of  every  deecription, 
and  for  working  the  lithographic  press;  for 
books,  maps,  charts,  mathematical  and  nautical 
instruments,  chronometers,  models,  and  draw- 
ings; for  the  purchase  and  reuair  of  fire  en 
Sjinea  and  machinery  connected  therewith,  and 
or  other  machinery;  for  the  repair  of  steam 
engines  In  the  navy.yards;  for  the  purchase  and 
maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts, 
timber-wheels,  and  workmen's  tools  of  every 
debcription;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public 
service;  for  pilotage  and  towing  ships  or  war; 
for  asstetantie  rendered  to  .vessels  in  distress; 
for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards  not  applica- 
ble to  any  other  appropriation;  for  coal  ana  other 
fuel,  and  for  candles  and  oil  for  the  use  of  navy, 
yarda  and  shore  stations,  and  for  no  other  object 
or  purpose  whatever,  for  the  said  half  calendar 
year 
And  for  said  fiscal  year  . 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  not  enumer- 
ated for  the  said  half  calendar  year  . 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  printing  and  publishing  the  code  of  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  gnverament  of  the  navy,  pre- 

.  pared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Attor- 
ney General,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
last  steslon,  in  case  the  same  should  be  ratified 
by  Congress  .... 

For  defraying  the  expepses  of  the  agenciee  for  the 
inspection  of  hemp,  authorized  by  a  Joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  approved  eighteenth  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three 

MARINE  CORPS. 

For  pay  of  officers,  non-com  miasioned  officers, 
musicians,   privates,  and  servants,  serving  on 
shore,  and  subsi«tence  of  officers  of  the  marine 
corps,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  provisions  for  the  non-commissioned  officen^ 
musicisnik  privates,  servants,  and  washerwo- 
men, serving  on  shore,  for  the  said  half  calendar 
year  .... 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  clothing  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  fuel  &r  the  said  half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

To  kee^  barracks  m  repair,  and  for  rent  of  tempo- 
rary barracks,  for  thesaid  half  calendar  year  . 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  transportation  of  officers,  non-commiasioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  snd  expenses 
of  recruiting,  for  the  saio  half  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers,  keeping  arms 
In  repair,  accoutreroenta,  ordnance  stores,  fisgt^ 
dmms,  fifes,  and  other  instruments  forthe  baud) 
for  the  said  half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  continaent  expenses  of  said  corns,  via:  For 
freight,  ferriage,  toil,  wharfage,  snd  cartage;  for 
per  diem  allowance  for  attending  couits  martial 
and  courts  of  inquiry;  compensation  to  Judge 
advocates,  house  rent  where  there  are  no  pub- 
lic quarters  assigned;  per  diem  allowance  to  en- 
listed men  on  constant  labor;  expenses  of  bury- 
ing deceased  marines;  printing,  stationery,  for- 
age, posuge  on  public  letters,  expenses  in  pur- 
fuitof  datenaii}  caodlca,  oil,  atiaw,  Imnck  fv 
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2,000 
2,000 

1,600 
2,448 

946 
366 


» 

1,* 

360 
860 

269 
250 

360 
300 


48,432  97 
96,847  93 


330.000 
450,000 

1.500 
3,000 


UOOO 


4,000 


99,938 
201,472  16 


19,128  08 
38,678  80 
20,319 
40,698 
ai37  06 
16,274  12 

3,000 
6,000 


4.000 
fi^OOO 


1,400 
S;800 


m 
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ultore,  bed  Mcki,  tpades,  ucei,  thoTels,  picki, 
cmrpeotan'  too)*,  and  lor  fcaepfag  a.  liorM  lot  Um 
■MMenger,  for  ihe  sold  half  caloDoar  year  8,980 

Aftdibrtheaaidfiecalyear  17,980 


and  foil 


#9^062,783  22 

H.  K.  748.    F\>r  the  payment  of  navy  pentiona  due  on  the 
'  jitet  day  of  July^  one  thoueand  eight  hundred  and  fortv- 

threA,  and  op  the  firetday  of  January  ^  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  forty'Jbur. 

Topay  the  Inyalida  now  on  Uie  rolls,  (and  thon 
who  may  he  add«l  during  the  first  balf  year  of 
ouo. ibourartd  eight  hundred  and  foriy- three,)  on 
tJbeMld  flraldayof  July  twenty  tbouaaDd  dol* 
Urs,  and  on  the  aaul  Aral  day  of  January  iwen* 
If  Ihpuaand  dollars  40,000 

•To  Day  widows'  pensions  under  ihe  act  of  Tune 
ihitty,  one  ihouaand  sight  hundred  and  -thirty* 
Immt,  (incIudioK  not  only  (hose  who  are  now  on 
tharoll^  but  uioee  who  may  be  added  for  the 
drSi  half  Year  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
fotty-tIirae,)on  thefitsi  day  of  July  three 
ind  dollaia,  and  on  (he  aaid  first  day  of 
ifiry  three  thousand  dollars  6,000 

To'pay  the  claims  ol  widows  and  orphans,  uoder 
ijkeact  of  March  third,  one  thon^and  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven,  on  the  said  first  day  of 
July  eight  thousaod  dullarv,  and  on  ihe  said 
ftiv^  day  of  January  eight  thousand  dollars      .       16,000 

#62,000 

H.  R.  670.  J[Vr  certain  fortificatione  of  the  United  Statee 
for  the  ha{f  calendar  year  beginning  on  the  Jiret  day  of 
January y  ami  ending  en  the  tkirtieih  day  of  June,  one 
tMokeand  eight  hundred  and  forty 'three;  and  for  the  /Ureal 

{ear  beginning  on  thejirtt  day  of  July,  one  thoueand  eight 
undred  and  forty- three^  and  ending  on 'the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thoueand  eight  hundred  and  forty  four. 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Independence  and  seawall, 

Castle  Islaod,  Boston  harbor,  for  the  said  fiscal 

year  .... 

For  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor,  for  ihe  said  half 

year  .... 

And  for  the  aaid  fiscal  year 
For  sea-wall  on  JLoveli's  blaod,  Boston  harbor,  for 

the  said  fiscal  year 
For  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island,  for  the  said  half 

calendar  vear 

And  for  the  safd  fiscal  year 
For  rebuilding  Fort  Trumbull,  New  London  har- 
bor, Connecticut,  for  (he  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
Fur  repairs  for  Fort  Niagara,  New  Toric,  for  tbe 

said  half  calendar  year  . 
For  lepairs  oC  Fort  Ontario,  New  York,  for  the 

saidhalf  calendar  year   . 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  Fort  Schuyler,  East  river.  New  Tork,  for  the 

said  half  calendar  year   . 

And  for  the  aaid  fiscal  year 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Wood,  Bedlow's  island.  New 

Tork  harbor,  New  Yoi  k,  fur  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  harbor, 

New  York,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Washington,  Potomac  river, 

Maryland,  for  the  said  fiscal  year     . 
For  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  for  the  said  half  calen< 

<!ar  year       .... 

And  for  ttie  said  fiscal  year 
For  repairs  of  Port  Macon,  Beaufort  harbor,  North 

Carolina,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  preservation  of  siie  of  Fort  Macon,  Beaufort 

harbor,  North  Carolina,  for  the  said  half  calen- 

daryear       .... 

Ana  for  the  said  fi.ocal  year 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Caswell,  Cape  Fear  river. 

North  Carolina,  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  dike  to  Drunken  Dick  shoal,  for  preservation 

of  Sullivan's  Island  and  site  of  Fort  Moultrie, 

Sou'h  Carolina,  for  tho  said  fiscal  year 
For  Port  Sumter,  Charleston  harbor,  Souih  Caro- 
lina, for  tbe  said  fiscal  year 
For  preservation  of  site  of  Fort  Johnston,  South 

Csrolina,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 
For  Fort  Pulaski,  Oeorgis,  for  the  said  half  calen- 
dar year       .... 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  ysar 
For  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  harbor,  Florida,  for 

the  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  eaid  fiscal  year 
For  Fort  McRee,  Pensacola  harbor,  Florida,  for 

the  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  th^  said  fiscal  year 
For  Fort  Barancas,  Pensacola  harbor,  Florida,  for 

the  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  point,  Ala> 

bama,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Dupre,  Louisiana,  for  the  said 

half  calendar  year 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Jackson,  Mississippi  river, 

Loui^ana,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  repairs  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  Mississippi  river, 

LouMiaua,  for  said  half  calendar  year 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  Fort  Livingston,  Grand  Terre  Island,  Barra- 

taria  bay,  Louisiana,  for  the  said  half  calendar 

year  .  *.  .  . 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 
For  repairing  and  rebuilding  bamcks  at  Fort 

Gibson,  at  its  present  site,  or  iii  the  vicinity 

thereof 
For  the  completion  of  the  works  at  Fort  Smith, 

Arkansas,  for  the  said  half  calendar  year 
for  the  compMoaof  barracks,  quarteia,  and  store- 


houses  at  Fort  Atkinson,  Turkey  river,  for  the 
said  half  calendar  fear  . 


6.000 


26.000 

26,000 
60,000 

16,000 

20,000 
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40,000 
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3,000 
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8,000 
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6,500 

30,000 
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4,000 
4,000 

95,000 
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10,600 

3,500 

10,060 
10,000 

6,000 
6,000 


20,000 
30,000 


16,000 
90,000 
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H.  R.  661.  For  pensionefor  the  half  calendar  year,  begin- 
ning  the  flret  day  of  January,  and  ending  the  thiriieth 
day  of  June,  one  theiaand  ei^ht  hundred  and  fbrty  three; 
and  for  tht  fiscal  year  beginning  the  Jlret  day  of  Jtdy^  one 
thoueand  eight  )iundrea  and  forty  ■three^  and  ending  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June^  one  thoueand  eight  hundred  and 
forty  four. 

For  invalid  pensions  for  tbt  said  half  calendar 
ysar  ....      86,240 

And  for  the  ssM  fiscal  year  .     I58^ii» 

For  revolutionary  pensinns  under  the  act  of  the 
eighteenth  MAfcta^ona  tbonssnd  eight  hondcad 
and  elghiaen,  for  the  aaid  hiif  'Calendar  year     .      17,600 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year  .     192^ 

For  pensions  to  widowa  and  orphanik  nnder  the 
set  of  fourth  of  Jiiiy«  one  ihonsaiMl  eight  boo* 
dred  and  thirty  six,  fur  the  said  half  calendar 
year  ....       4600 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year  .     21^960 

For  five  years'  pensions  to  widows,  vndar  the  aa 
of  seventh  of  July,  ooe  ihoa«kod  elj|bt  hundred 
and  thirty-eigbi,  for  the  siUd  half  calaudar 
year  ....       10,006 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year  .     I20,080> 

For  arrearages 'pnor  to  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nAsen,  payable  ihrougb  ibe  Third 
Aaditor,  fur  the  said  half  calendar  year  1,000 

And  for  the  said  fiscal  year  2^ 

For  arrearages  and  half-pay  pensions,  through  the 
Second  Auditor,  for  the  said  fiscal  year  600 

For  half- pay  pensions,  payable  ihreugh  the  Third 
Auditor,  for  the  said  fiscal  year  3,000 

H.  R.  666.  For  pensions  under  the  act  of  March 
3d,  1813,  to  widows  of  levttlutiooary  soldiecs    .    380^000 


•1,197,490 


H.  R.  660.  ForfuiffUUng  treaty  etipeilatione  veitk  ihe  variatee 
Indian  trihee^  and  for  thfi  current  andcontingent  eapeneee 
of  the  Indian  department,  for  the  keUftatendar  year  be 
ginning  the  flret  day  of  January  and  ending  thethiitieth 
day  of  June,  one  thiueand  eight  kumdred  and  forty  three; 
and  for  ihe  fieeal  year  beginning  the  Jiret  day  of  Jufy,  one 
thoueand  eight  hundred  and  forty  three,  and  ending  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June^  one  thoueand  eight  hundred  and 
forty- four;  and  for  other  purpoeee. 

For  the  fulfilment  of  tbe  treaties  with  various  In- 
dian  tribee,  for  the  same  half-calendar  year        .    723.708 
And  fur  the  said  fiscal  year  .^  749,066 

For  the  payment  of  three  drafts,  drawn  on  the  de- 
partment  by  Governor  Doty,  for  goods^  provis* 
ions,  and  presents,  procured  and  delivered  by 
him  to  the  Sioux  Indians,  while  holding  the  tree-  • 
ly  wich  them,  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  and  which  treaiv  was  rejected  by 
the  Senate,  at  ila  late  session,  wt  said  half-calen- 
dar year       ....       13,77649 

For  tbe  r<  movsl  to  the  west  of  the  MiasisBippi  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  New  York  Indisns, 
of  tlie  Seneca,  Cayuga,  and  Ooendaga  tribea, 
and  for  fulfilling  other  treaty  atipulauons  with 
them,  provided  that  so  many  are  willing  to  emi- 
grate, for  the  half  calendar  year 

For  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department  (or 
the  said  half^calendar  year 

And  induing  four  hundiod  and  fifty  dollar^  paid, 
by  order  of  General  Z.  Taylor,  for  two  white 
boy  s  ransomed  from  the  Oamancne  Indians,  and 
for  the  said  fiscal  year    . 

For  subsistence  of  the  Choctaw  daimanis  and 
their  Indian  witnessee  duriiig  their  attendance 
at  the  siting  of  the  commissioneis  sppolnted 
under  the  *'Att  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of 
claims  arising  under  the  fourteenth  and  nine- 
teenth articles  of  (he  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit 
creek,  concluded  in  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  •  .       16,000 

For  the  removal  of  the  Chectaws  to  the  west  of 
the  Mississippi  67,490 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Chip- 
pewa Inaisns,  concluded  October  fourth,  otM 
thousand  eight  hur^red  and  forty-two  .       6!,000 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Ssc 
and  Fox  Indians,  concluded  October  1 1th,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty -two  299,666  34 

For  defraying  the  expensee  of  a  negotiation  with 
the  Kansas  Indians,  or  other  tribes  on  the  wa* 
lers  of  the  Missouri  river,  for  tbe  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  tract  of  land  for  the  permenent  and 
perpetual  residsnce  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  as 
stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  rati- 
fied February  fifleeoth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty  three    ....        1,600 

To  satisfy  contracts  entered  into  in  the  month  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  by  Major  General  Thomas  S.  Jesup,  then 
'    commanding  the  army  in  Alabama,  with  the 

Creek  tribe  of  Indiana  .  12,000 


20,477  60 
68,606 


98,300 


♦2,100,883  33 

R.  R.  697.  For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  between  the 
United  Slatee  and  Oreat  .Bri/oin,  concluded  at  Washing' 
ton  on  the  ninth  day  ofAuguel^  one  thousand  eight  kun- 
dre<nmd  forty -two. 

For  the  payment  of  salaries,  and  for  other  ex- 
penses of  the  eommfaston,  indndiog  tbe  pur- 
chase or  repair  of  instruments,  wages  to  peisons 
employed,  and  other  contingencies  16,000 

Forthei>aymenft  In  equal  nototies  to  theSutes 
of  Blaine  and  Massachusetts,  in  conformity 
with  the  provision  of  the  filili  article  of  the 


_  treaty  .  . 

Forthepaymantof  the  accounts  of  the  Sutes  of 


300,000 


Maine  and  Massachusetts  for  alt  clidms  for  ex- 
penses incvrred  hy  thaa&in  pmrntingi^  hate* 
tolbre  dinuled  territory  on  the  nortlieastem 
frontier  of  tbe  IMImd  fltateat  aoAoMkiog  i  ear* 
vey  thereof;  as  provided  by  iie  6(hantel«  of 
treaty— 

Fur  MsssachossCts 

Iror  Maine 


74 


H&*^ 


H.  R.  678.    For  the  protection  itfvommeree  on  Lake  hfUfii- 

gan. 

For  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  the  most  anit 
able  situatioo  at  or  near  Milwaulcie,  in  the  'ter- 
ritoiy  of  Wisconsin,  to  be  made  under  the  sur- 
vey of  an  officer  to  be  appointed  bv  the  Sfcre- 
tary  of  War,  for  the  said  half  calfodar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

Fur  contiiming  the  public  works  at  the  harbor  of 
Chicago,  In  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  tbe  asid 
lialf  calendar  year 
And  for  the  said  fiscal  year 

For  coniiouing  the  public  works  at  the  barter  of 
St.  Joseph,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  for  th«  aiM 
half  calendar  year 
And  for  the  saw  fiscal  year 


16? 
lOjOOO 


uss 


^i^— 4^— ••■.B— 

H.  R.  738.    For  an  caaminailon  and  surray  of  tbe 

Itarborof  Memphis,  In  Tennes»ee    .  3J1QP 

H.  R.  641.  To  test  the  practicability  of  esiablioh- 
ing  a  system  of  elfctro  magnetic  tekgiaf^  by 

the  UaWdStaies            .                 .     ^        .  a^OOO 

H.  R.  380.    For  the  payment  of  seven  companies 

of  Georgia  mUitIa  19;399  9 

PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 

Pamuel  Hambleion                            .  9N8t 

JameaLowe  .  1^ 

Alien  Rogers  .  9R06 

William  G.  Sanders                         .  .     909 

Edwin  Bartlett                                   .  9jKilfi) 

Peter  Llonbewer  M 

Caspar  W.  Wever  1,606 

Richard  Rush                                   .  %fll|73 
Owneffs  of  the  fond  received  fttmi 
tbe  British  GovemnBenc  as  an  In- 
demniiy    for  slsves  lost  fmm  on 
boavd  the  Comeiand  Bnonnsiaai  at 

Nassau  7,0(628 

JamesM.  Morgan  an 

David  WatkfBsonA  Co.  .                 .  KXSO 
JoshuaDrew  .                                   .940 

Petera.Mooi«,JBGo.  2,166  tf 

Snow  Y.Sean  4ilO 

James  8.  Calbonn  16,160 

Johnson  Patrick  l,aH  76 

JohnBkirving                                   .  600 
JohnCors                      .                .80 

Thomas  D.  Gilaon                             .  lilSB 

George  Randall  and  others  3,471  S7 

Charles  Waljiron            .                  .  1,179  61 

John  RandolA  Clay  ZJfQ 

William  Fabrt      .           .                  .  120  42 

Geoige  A.  Wlnslow  144 

Reprsseniativcc  of  Robert  A.  Kelly  .  600 

Andrew  Fisher  79 

Gamaliel  B.  Smith  3a) 

WiUiam  W.  StieeC  6S6 

JohnHodgkia                                 .  Ui6U 
JohnBkirving                                    .3^287  90 

Robert  B.  Lewis  16 
Richard  Patten                                 .GO 

Mary  W.  Thompson  7G0 

666,708  68 

RECAPrrULATlON. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  list,  six  montha  ending  June 

30,1843         .  .  $1,870,172  60 

'Civil  and  diplomatic  list,  oris  year  ending  Jane  30, 


H.  R.3I9 

Do 

360 

Do 

388 

Do 

389 

D« 

422 

Jkt 

439 

Do 

471 

Do 

479 

Do 

483 

Do 

484 
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Do 
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646 
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667 
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688 

Do 

6R9 

Do 

600 
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620 

Dj 
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Do 

637 

Do 

646 

Do 

647 

Do 
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Do 

667 

Do 

681 

Do 

706 

Do 

706 

Do 

707 

Do 

729 

Do 

733 

Senate 

6 

Do 

79 

Do 

92 

1844 

Military  service  for  same  periods 
Naval  service  for  same  periods 
Navy  pensions 
Fortifications   . 

Pensions — invalid,  revolutionary,  and  widows 
Indian  department— treattes^  Ac. 
Treaiy  with  Great  Briuin 
Protection  of  commerce.  Lake  Michigan 
Examination  and  survey  harbor  of  lumtAis 
Bsiablish  lelt^graphs 
Pavment  of  Georgia  mHitia 
Private  claims  •    ■ 


.  a3BB,936  42 
.  4973,191 11 
.  9,081^730  S 
61M0OOO 
.  806(800  00 
.  1.197^  00 
.  V<V.aB3  30 

.   fxj2n^ 

.      80,000  00 

3,00000 

30.000  00 

19.309  87 

66,706  68 

90,214.186  71 


'This item  isdudes  the  appropriations  for  the  PostOflks 
Depanment,  which  are  paid  exclusively  out  of  the  revenues  of 
that  department,  and,  therefore,  are  no  charge  00  the  treasaiy, 
and  which  amount  to  #4»516,000. 

OFFICES  CRfiATBD  AND  THE  SALARIES THBRSPOB. 

Bv  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  tiplo* 
matic  set  vice.  No  804: 

Commissioner  (o  the  Sandwich  Islands  .    $3^09 

Consul  at  Beyrout  .  .600 

Bythe  act  for  carrylnir  into  effect  the  treaty  between 
the  United  S  ates  and  C)rsat  Britnln,  No.  617: 
A  commissionerfor  nmrlng,  matting,  and  Mwing  the 

boondary  line  between  the  United  States  and  British 

possessions  In  North  Amerlea  30$ 

A  clerk  lo  said  commissioner  .  1,100 

By  the  acc.-prov4ilinff  the  asaana  at  Pmm  inCsr- 
ooifMs  betwseo  the  United  States  and  tha^^fniiawui 
of  China,  No."  TVk 
MiHkin  ID  China    .  1    .  .  .    40^ 
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APPENDIX 

TO    THE    CONGRESSIONAL    GLOBE. 


27th  Gong»***3d  Skss. 


TheBiUish  Treaty^ Mr.  Benton. 


Senate. 


[We  commence  the  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix  for  this  session  of 
Congress  (the  3d  and  last  of  the  27th) 

with  the  executive  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,  at  the  last  session,  on  the  Brit- 
ish treaty  made  between  Mr.  Webster 
and  Lord  Ashburton. 

Ratifications  of  the  treaty  were  not 
exchanged  in  time  for  us  to  publish 
the  proceedings^  correspondence,  and 
speeches  thereon,  in  the  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix  for  the  last  session, 
to  which  they  properly  belong. 

The  Journal  of  the  Senate  in  secret 
[session,  the  correspondence  in  relation 
to  the  treaty,  and  the  treaty  itself,  are 
contained  in  the  first  two  numbers  of 
the  Congressional  Gldbe  for  this  ses- 
sion. 

All  the  speeches  made  in  secret  ses- 
sion on  the  treaty,  which  have  been,  or 
may  be,  written  out  by  the  Senators, 
will  be  published  in  the  Appendix,  and 

will  probably  fill  four  or  five  numbers. 
This  number  is  occupied  entirely  by 
Mr.  Benton's  against  the  treaty,  which 
is  not  concluded.  It  is  expected  that 
his  speech  will  nearly  fill  the  next  num- 
ber of  the  Appendix. 

We  shall  print  between  four  and  five 
thousand  surplus  copies  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe  and  Appendix,  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  complete  copies 
to  all  persons  who  may  subscribe  for 
those  works  before  the  1st  of  January, 
1843. 

This  number  of  the  Appendix  will 
be  sent  to  some  of  our  friends,  with  the 
hope  that  they  will  obtain  some  sub- 
scribers for  us.  The  Congressional 
Globe  and  Appendix  are  $1  each  for  a 
session.  The  extra  matter,  which  we 
intend  to  print  in  them  this  session,  is 
worth  the  money. — Editors  Congres- 
sional Globe  and  Appendix.] 


BRITISH    TREATY. 

[secret  session.]  ' 

SPEECH  Of"mR.  BENTON, 


OF   MISSOURI 


7 


Jih  Senate^  Thursda/y^  August  18,  1842— In  opposi- 

sition  to  the  treaty. 

Mr.  BESTONsaid  :  I  speak  against  this  treaty 
not  so  much  for  the  Senate  as  for  the  country.  I 
mean  to  publish  my  speech,  and  that  with  the  full 
illustrations  and  quotations  which  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  make  here,  where  the  documents  are  in 
every  Senator's  hand,  but  which  will  be  necessary 
to  the  understanding  of  the  subject  by  those  who 
have  not  access  to  the  documents.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  treaty  on  many  erounds;  and  first,  because i 
it  is  not  a  settlement  or  aU  the  questions  in  dispute] 
between  the  two  countries.  We  were  led  to  be-f 
lieve,  on  the  arrival  of  the  special  minister,  that  he 
came  as  a  messenger  of  peace,  and  clothed  with 
full  powers  to  settle  everything;  and  believing 
this,  his  arrival  was  hailed  with  universal  joy. 
But  here  is  a  di^appointment—a  great  disappoint- 
ment. On  receiving  ihe  treaty  and  the  papers 
which  accompany  it,  we  find  that  aU  the  subjects 
in  dispute  have  not  been  settled;  that,  in  fact,  only 
three  out  of  seven  are  settled;  and  that  the  minister 
has  returned  tu  his  country,  leaving  four  of  the 
contested  subjects  unadjusted.  This  is  a  disap- 
pointment; and  the  greater,  because  the  papers  [ 
communicated  confirm  the  report  that  the  mm ister/ 
came  with  full  powers  to  settle  everything.  The 
very  first  note'orthe  American  negotiator— and  that 
in  its  very  first  sentence,  confirms  this  belief,  and 
leaves  us  to  wonder  how  a  mission  that  promised 
so  much,  has  performed  so  little.  Mr.  Webster's 
first  note  runs  thus :  "Lord  Ashburton  having  been 
charged  by  the  Clueen's  Government  with  full 
powers  to  negotiate  and  settle  all  matters  in  discus-' 
sion  between  the  United  States  and  England,  and 
having  on  his  arrival  at  Washington  announced," 
&c.,  &.C.  Here  is  a  declaration  of  full  power  to 
settle  everything;  and  yet,  after  this,  only  part  is 
settled,  and  the  minister  has  returned  home.  This 
is  unexpected,  and  inconsistent.  It  contradicts  the 
character  of  the  mission,  balks  our  hopes,  and 
frustrates  our  policy.  As  a  confederacy  of  States, 
our  policy  i?  to  settle  everything,  or  nothing;  and 
having  received  the  minister  for  that  purpose,  this 
complete  and  universal  settlement,  or  nothing, 
should  have  been  the  sirie  qua  non  of  the  American 
negotiator. 

From  the  message  of  the  President  which  ac-\ 
companies  the  treaty,  we  learn  that  the  questions  | 
in  discussion  between  the  two  countries  were:  l.j 
The  Northern  boundary.    2.  The  right  of  search  | 
in  the  African  seas,  and  the  suppression  of  the  Af- 
rican slave-trade.    3.  The  surrender  of  fugitives 
from  justice.    4.  The  title  to  the  Columbia  river. 
5.  Impressment.    6.  The  attack  on  the  Caroline. 
7.  The  case  of  the  Creole,  and  oi  other  American 
vessels  which  had  shared  the  same  fate.    These 
are  the  subjects  (seven  in  number)  which  the  Pres- 
ident enumerates,  and  which  he  informs  us  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  negotiators.    He  does  not 
say  whether  these  were  all  the  subjects  which  oc- 
cupied their  attention.    He  does  not  tell  us  whether 
they  discussed  any  others.    He  does  not  say  wheth-^ 
er  the  British  negotiator  opened  the  question  of, 
the  State  debts,  and  their  assumption  or  guaranty 
by  the  Federal  Government !  or  whether  the  Amer- 
ican negotiator  mentioned  the  point  of  the  Cana- 
dian asylum  for  fugitive'slaves  (of  which  twelve 
thousand  have  already  gone  there)  tseduced  by  the 
honors  and  rewards  which  they  receive,  and  by  the 
protection  which  is  extended  te  them.     The  mes- 
sage is  silent  upon  these  further  subjects  of  differ- 
ence, if  not  of  discussion,  between  the  two  coun- 
triesj  and,  following  iheleadof  the  President,  and 


confining  ourselves  (for  the  present)  to  the  seven) 
subjects  oi  dispute  named  by  him,  and  we  find^ 
three  of  them  provided  for  in  the  treaty — four  of] 
them  not:  and  this  constitutes  a  great  objection  to 
the  treaty— an  objection  which  is  aggravated  by 
the  nature  of  the  subjects  settled,  or  not  settled. 
For  it  so  happens  that,  of  the  subjects  in  discussion,!^ 
some  were  general,  and  affected  the  whole  Union;  K 
others  were  local,  and^  affected  sections.    Of  these  ' 
general  subjects,  those  which   Great  Britain  had 
most  at  heart  are  provided  for;  those  which  most 
concerned  the  United  States  are  omitted:  and  of: 
the  three  sections  of  the  Union  which  had  each  itst 
peculiar  grievance,  one  section  is  quieted,  and  two! 
are  left  as  they  were.    This  gives  Great  Britain  an) 
advanta^re  over  us  as  a  nation:  it  gives  one  section 
of  the  Union  an  advantage  over  the  two  others, 
sectionallv.     This   is  all  wrong,  unjust,  unwise, 
and  impolitic.    It  is  wrong  to  give  a  Ibreign  power 
an  advantage  over  us:  it  is  wrong  to  give  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  an  advantage  over  the  others*. 
In  their  differences  with  foreign  powers,  the  States 
should  be  kept  united:  their'  peculiar  grievances 
should  not  be  separately  settled,  so  as  to  dis»i>^te 
their  several  complaints.    This  is  a  view  -of  the 
objection  which  commends  itself  most  gravely  to 
the  Senate.    We  are  a  confederacy  of  Slates,  and 
a  confederacy  in  which  States  classify  themselves 
sectionally,  and  in  which  each  section  has  its  local 
feelings  and  its  peculiar  interests.    We  are  classed 
in  three  sections;  and  each  of  these  sections  had  a 
peculiar  grievance  against  Great  Britain;  and  here 
IS  a  treaty  to  adjust  the  grievances  of  one,  and  but 
one,  of  these  three  sections.    To  all  intents  and  > 
purpases,  we  have  a  separate  treaty — a  treaty  be-  ] 
tween  the  Northern  Stales  and  Great  Britain;  for  ! 
it  is  a  treaty  in  which  the  North  is  provided  for,  '■ 
and  the  South  and  West  left  out    ViVtually,  it  is  a 
separate  treaty  with  a  part  of  the  Slates;  and  this 
forms  a  grave  objection  to  it  in  my  eyes. 

Of  the  nine  Northern  States  whose  .territories 
are  coterminous  with  the  dominions  of  her  Britan^^ 
nic  Majesty,  six  of  them  had  questions  of  bounda- 
ry, or  of  territory,  to  adjust:  and  all  these  are  adjust- 
ed. 'The  twelve  Soutnern  slaveholding  States  had 
a  question  in  which  they  weie  all  interested— that 
of  the  protection  and  liberation  of  fugitive  or  crim- 
inal slaves  in  Canada  and  the  West  Indies:  this 
great  question  finds  no  place  in  the  treaty,  and  is 
put  off  with  phrases  in  an  arranged  correspond- 
ence. The  whole  great  West  takes  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  fate  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  demands 
the  withdrawal  of  the  British  from  it:  this  large 
subject  finds  no  place  in  the  treaty,  nor  even  in  the 
correspondence  which  took  place  between  the  ne- 
gotiators. The  South  and  tne  West  must  go  to 
London  with  their  complaints:  the  North  has  been 
accommodated  here.  The  mission  of  peace  has 
found  its  benevolence  circumscribed  by  the  metes 
and  boundaries  of  the  sectional  divisions  in  the 
Union.  The  peace-treaty  is  for  one  section:  for 
the  other  two  sections  there  is  no  peace.  The  non- 
slaveholding  Slates  coterminous  with  the  British 
dominions  arepacifi'ed  an<f  satisfied:  the  slavehold- 
ing and  the  Western  States,  remote  from  the  Brit- 
ish dominions,  are  to  suffer  and  complain  as  here- 
tofore. As  a  friend  to  the  Union — a  friend  ta  iu?- 
tice — and  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  section  which  is 
bolh  slaveholding  and  Western,  I  object  to  the 
treaty  which  makes  this  injurious  distinction 
amongst  the  States. 

This  objection,  great  in  itself,  receives  emphasis 
from  a  cotemporaoeous  act  of  British  legislation. 
While  diplomacy  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  was  giving 
a  separate  treaty  to  the  Northern  States,  legislation 
on  the  other  side  of  that  sea  was  giving  them  a 
separate  trade.  This  results  from  the  new  com  law 
just  passed  by  the  British  Parliament,  and  the  great 
difference  which  is  made  in  the  rate  of  duties  on 
foreign  and  colonial  products,  and  the  admission  oi  ' 
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American  grain  and  provisions  as  colonial  pro- 
duciions  when  they  pass  through  Canada.  Of 
course,  this  partial  legislation,  like  the  title  of  the 
one-sided  treaty,  is  m  genera)  terms;  it  speaks  gen- 
erally, and  profes'^es  nothing  of  what  itenects.  But, 
in  admiiimg  American  grain  and  provisions  as 
Canadian  when  they  pass  through  Canada,  it,  of 
coarse,  admits  none  bat  of  the  mtes  coterminous 
with  Canada;  for  from  none  of  the  rest. can  it  go. 
In  admitting  this  wheat  at  a  fraction  of  the  duty  it 
would  pay,  if  it  went  from  an  American  port,  a 
discriminaiion  is  made  between  the  neighooring 
States  and  those  distant  from  Canada.  This  is 
9e  fact  now.  The  rate  of  duty  on  wheat  export- 
ed from  an  American  or  Canadian  port  sets  out 
with  a  difference  of  four  to  one  in  favor  of  the 
Canadian,  rises  as  high  as  fii\een  to  one,  and 
averages  ten  or  twelve  to  one.  This  is  effected  by 
the  discrimination  between  foreign  and  colonial 
wheat,  and  the  sliding  scale,  which  makes  the  duties 
faU  as  the  price  of  the  wheat  rises,  and  which  fixes 
the  foreign  doty  at  twenty  shillings  the  quarter 
(eight  bushels)  when  the  colonial  is  at  five  shillings; 
ai  fiHeen  when  the  colonial  is  at  one;  and  whicn 
lixes  one  shilling  as  the  ordinary  and  common 
duty  on  the  colonial  wheat;  while  the  foreign  is 
only  admitted  at  that  raie  when  the  price  of  the 
wheat  reaches  the  maximum  price  of  seventy-thrtfe 
shillings  a  quarter.  One  shilling  duly  on  the 
quarter,  is  only  a  penny  halfpenny  (or  three  cents) 
on  the  bushel^a  mere  nominal  duty  on  what  is 
selling  at  from  seven  to  nine  shillings  (15')  to  200 
cents)  the  bushel.  At  this  rate,  our  Konhern  citi- 
zens can  send  their  wheat  lo  England;  so  that,  vir- 
tually, they  have  a  free  trade,  as  well  as  a  separate 
trade,  with  Great  Britain  fn  this  great  staple;  while 
to  the  rest  of  the  Union  her  ports  are  nearly  closed 
against  the  same  article,  by  the  heaviness  of  the 
duty.  As  it  is  with  wheal,  so  it  is  wiih  flour,  and 
witMll  other  grains  and  their  manufactures,  and  with 
beef  and  pork.  1  have  merely  taken  wheat  for  the 
iUttttration  which  a  single  article  affords.  It  is  the 
same  with  all  the  rest.  Barley,  rye,  oats,  Indian 
corn,  beans,  peas,  corn-meal,  bucKwbeai,  buckwheat 
flour,  rice,  and  salted  provisions — all  have  their 
place  in  the  same  sliding  scale,  and  with  the  same 
proportionate  difference  of  duty  between  the  foreign 
and  the  colonial.  Thus  a  separate  trade,  and  vir-' 
lually  a  free  trade,  in  the  great  staples  of  grains, 
flour,  and  provisions,  is  granted  to  our  Northern 
ciliaens  by  British  legislation  in  London,  at  the 
same  time  that  British  diplomacy  in  Washington 
gives  them  a  separate  treaty ! 

I  do  not  mention  these  things  because  I  repine  at 

the  advantages  ol"  our  Northern  brethren:  on  the 

contrary,  I  wish  ihem  all  possible  prosperity.    But 

I  mention  them  bec«iuse  they  are  facis;  because 

they  are  sirangc  coincidences;  because  they  are 

novelties  in  cur  Union;  and  because  of  the  effect 

,  which  ihev  should  have  in  our  judgment  upon  this 

•  treaty.    The  Senate  is  a  body  representing  all  the 

Slates.    They  have  the  harmony  and  the  unity  of 

the  confederacy  to  preserve;  and  it  may  be  their 

^  dniy  10  corren  the  error  into  which  a  sectional 

negotiator  m^y  have  fallen. 
"'    The  failure  to  settle  all  the  matters  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countries,  aggravated  as  that  fail- 
ure is  by  the  sectional  and  invidious  distinction 
which  it  makes  among  the  States,  is  a  circum- 
stance badly  calculated  to  recommend  the  treaty  to 
the  indnlgence  or  to  the  partiality  of  the  Senate. 
What  It  does  contain  must  be  good  indeed  to  over- 
balance so  great  an  objection;  but  if,  instead  of  be- 
ing good,  its  contents  are  bad — if  the  sins  of  com- 
i  mission  are*  to  be  added  to  those  of  omission,  then 
I  there  is  no  redeeming  quali  y  about  it,  and  un- 
[qualified  condemnation  should  be  its  fate.    This  I 
hold  to  be  the  ca.se.    ]  look  upon  the  treaty  to  be 
about  equally  bad  for  what  it  contains,  and,  for 
what  it  omib^;  and,  under  these  two  aspects  I  shall 
proceed  to  give  it  the  close  and  careful  examina- 
tion which  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  requires. 

The  treaty  comes  to  us  recommended  by  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
which,  among  other  advantages  gained  for  us,  he 
presents  an  acquisition  of  four  millions  of  valua-. 
Die  mineral  land  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake 
Superior.  I  begin  with  this  part  of  the  message, 
because  it  involves  a  fallacy  which  it  is  necessary 
to  detect,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  recommenda- 
tions which  are  made  in  favor  of  the  treaty.  The 
fact  is,  not  an  acre  of  these  four  millions  has 
either  been  acquired  or  secured  by  this  treaty;  the 
^jiic  between  ihe  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of 
w  Woods  is  changed  for  the  worse,  not  for  the  bct» 


ter,  by  this  treaty;  and  our  Secretary  negotiator, 
who  drew  up  the  message  of  the  President,  has  led 
him  to  sign  a  recommendation  which  has  no  foun- 
dation in  fact#    The  message  is  in  these  words: 

"Prom  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  thii  remote  counrrr  at 
the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  aume  of  the  detcripiiona  in 
that  treaty  do  not  harmonise  with  its  natural  featurea,  aenow 
ascertained.  "Long  Lake"  ia  nqwiiere  to  be  found  under  that 
name,  "ftiere  te  reason  for  aoppoeiog,  however,  that  the  sheet 
of  watsr  hiiendod  bj  that  name  la  the  estuary  at  the  roouih 
of  Pigeon  river.  The  present  treaty,  therefore,  adopts  that 
estuary  and  river,  and  ailerward  punoes  the  usual  route, 
acmes  I  he  height  of  land  by  the  various  portages  and  small 
lakes,  till  the  line  reaches  Kain^  Lake;  from  which  the  com* 
mfssioneissgreedOQ  the  extension  of  it  to  its  (eimination,  In 
the  northwest  angle  of  the  Like  of  the  Woods.  The  reelon  of 
country  on  and  near  the  shore  of  the  lake,  between  Pigeon 
river  on  the  nonh,  and  Fond  du  Lac  and  the  river  St.  l.outs  on 
the  south  and  wost,  considered  valuable  as  a  mineral  region,  is 
thus  included  within  the  United  Slates.  Jt  ttnbraeet  a  ter- 
ritory of  four  tnilHom  nf  aeret  northward  of  the  claim  aet 
up  by  the  British  commitnoner  under  the  treaty  of  Ghsnt." 

The  message,  in  this  passage,  faintly  sketches 
a  dispute  where  no  grounds  for  one  existed,  and 
celebrates  an  acquisition  where  nothing  had  been 
gained.    The  line  from  the  Lake  Superior  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  never  was  susceptible  of  a  dis- 
pute.   That  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the 
head  of  the  Mississippi  was  disputable,  and  long 
disputed;  and  it  will  not  do  lo  confound  these  two 
lines,  so  different  in  themselves,  and  in  their  polit- 
ical history.    The  line  from  Lake  Superior  was 
fixed  by  landmarks  as  permanent  aiM  notorious 
as  the  great  features  of  nature  herself— the  Isle  Roy- 
ale,  in  the  northwest  of  Lake  Superior,  and  the 
chain  of  small  lakes  and  rivets  which  led  from  the 
north  of  that  isle    to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
Such  were  the  precise  calls  of  ihe  treaty  of  1783, 
and  no  room  for  dispute  existed  about  it.    The  Isle 
Royale  was  a  landmark  in  the  calls  of  the  treaty; 
and  a  great  and  distinguished  one  it  was — a  large 
rocky  island  in  Lake  Superior,  far  to  the  north- 
west, a  hundred  miles  from  the  southern  shore;  un- 
inhabitable, and  almost  inaccessible  to  the  Indians 
in  their  canoes;  and  for   that  reason  believed  by 
tnem  to  be  the  residence  of  the  Great  Spirit,  and 
called,  in  their  language,  Menong.    This  isle  was 
as  notorious  as  the  lake  itself,  and  was  made  a  land- 
mark in  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  the  boundary  line 
directed  to  goto  the  north  ofit,  and  then  to  follow  the 
chain  of  small  lakes  and  rivers  called  "Long  Lake," 
which  constituted  the  line  of  waier  communication 
between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
a  communication  which  the  Indians  had  followed 
beyond  the  reach  of  tradition,  which  was  the  high- 
way of  nations,  and  which  all  travellers  and  tra- 
ders have  followed  since  its   existence  hecame 
known  to  our  first  discoverers.    A  line  through  the 
Lake  Superior,  from  its  eastern  outlet  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  Isle  Royale,  leads  direct  to  this  cota- 
municntlon;  and  the  line  described  was  evidently 
so  described  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  that  pre- 
cise communication.    The  terms  of  the  call  are  pe- 
culiar.   Through  every   lake  and  every    water- 
course, from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Lake  Huron,  the 
language ofihe  treaty  is  the  sam.v  the  line  is  to  follow 
the  mtJ^^of  the  lake.    Through  every  river  it  is 
the  same:  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  is  to  be 
followed.    On  entering  Lake  Superior,  ihis  lan- 
guage changes.    It  is  no  longer  the  middle  of  the 
lake  that  is  to  constitute  the  boundary,  but  a  line 
through  the  lake  to  the  "northward"  of  Isle  Royale— 
a  boundary  which,  so  far  from  dividing  the  lake 
equally,   If-avcs    almost  two-thirds  of  it    on    the 
American  side.     The  words  of  the  treaty   are 
these : 

"Thence  through  Lake  Superior,  nnnhwaid  of  the  isles  Roy- 
ale  and  Philippeuux,  to  ihe  Lf»ng  Lake;  ihenre  through  the  mul. 
die  of  said  I/)ng  L^ke,  und  the  watfrcommnnlcaiinn  beiwen 
it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woalis"  &  -. 

These  are  the  words  of  the  call;  and  this  va- 
riation of  language,  and  this  different  mode  of 
dividing  the  lake,  were  for  the  obvious  purpose  of 
taking  the  shortest  course  lo  the  Long  Lakes  or 
Pigeon  river,  which  led  to  the  Lake  of  the  Wo«*>ds. 
The  communication  through  these  little  lakes  and 
rivers  was  evidently  the  object  aimed  at;  and  the 
call  to  the  north  of  Lsle  Royale  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  to  that  object.  The  island  itself 
was  nothing,  except  as  a  landmark.  Though 
large,  (for  it  is  near  one  hundred  miles  in  circum- 
ference,)  it  has  no  value,  neither  for  agrFcolture 
commerce,  nor  war.  It  is  sterile,  inacces.5ible,  re- 
mote from  shore,  and  fit  for  nothing  but  the  use  to 
which  the  Indians  consigned  it— ihe  fabulous  resi- 
dence o(  a  fabulous  deity.  Nobddy  wants  it— 
neither  Indians  nor  while  people.  It  was  assigned 
to  the  United  Slates  In  theitreaty  of  1783,  not  as  a 
possession,  bat  as  a  landmark,  and  because  tha 


shortest  line  through  the  lake,  to  the  well-known 
route  which  led  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  pass- 
ed to  the  north  of  that  isle.  All  this  is  evident  from 
the  maps,  and  all  the  maps  are  here  the  same;  for 
these  features  of  nature  are  so  well  defined  that 
there  has  never  been  the  least  dispute  about  them. 
The  commissioners  under  the  Ghent  treaty,  (Gen. 
Porter  for  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Barclay  for 
Great  Britain,)  though  disagreeing  about  several 
things,  had  no  disagreement  about  Isle  Royale,  and 
the  passage  of  the  line  to  the  north  of  that  isle.  In 
their  separate  reports,  they  agreed  upon  this;  and 
this  settled  the  whole  question.  AAer  goiiu^  to  the 
north  of  Isle  Royale,  to  get  out  oi  the  lake  at  i 
known  place,  it  would  be  absurd  to  turn  two  hun- 
dred miles  souih,  to  get  out  of  it  at  an  unknown 
place.  The  agreement  upon  Isle  Royale  settled  the 
line  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  as  it  waa,  and  as  it 
is :  but  it  so  happened  that,  in  the  year  1790,  the 
English  traveller  and  fur-trader,  Mr.  (afterwards 
Sir  Alexander)  McKenzie,  in  his  voyage  to  the 
Northwest,  travelled  up  this  line  of  water  comma- 
nication,  saw  the  advantages  of  its  exclusive  pos- 
session by  the  British,  and  proposed  in  his  "Histo- 
tory  of  the  Pur  Trade,"  to  obtain  it  by  tnming  the 
line  down  from  Isle  Royale,  near  two  hundred 
miles,  to  St.  Louis  river  in  the  south we<^t  corner  of 
the  lake.  The  Earl  of  Selkirk,  at  the  head  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  repeated  the  suggestion; 
and  the  British  Government,  forever  attentive  to 
the  interests  of  its  subjects,  set  up  a  claim,  through 
the  Ghent  commissioner,  to  the  St.  Louis  river  as 
the  boundary.  Mr.  Barclay  made  the  question, 
but  too  faintly  to  obtain  even  a  reference  to  the  ar- 
bitrator: and  Lord  A.shburton  had  too  much  can- 
dor ana  honor  to  revive  it.  He  set  up  no  pre- 
tension to  the  St.  Louis  river,  as  claimed  by  the 
Ghent  commissioner:  h^  presented  the  Pigeon 
river  as  the  "long  lake"  of  the  treaty  of  1*783,  and 
onlv  asked  for  a  point  six  miles  south  ot  that  river; 
ana  he  obtained  all  he  asked.  His  letter  of  the 
17th  of  July  is  explicit  on  this  point.    He  says: 

"In  conatderlrg  th«  vecymd  point,  it  reallf  appears  of  little 
importance  to  either  party  tiow  itie  line  tte  determined  through 
the  wild  country  bctwten^  Lake  Superior  and  the  LaJreof  the 
Wooda^  but  it  ia  important  that  aonie  Sme  shoold  be  fixed  and 
knovTD. 

"I  would  propose  that  the  line  tie  taken  from  a  point  aboit 
six  miles  south  of  Pigeon  river,  where  ihe  Grand  PortaiEe  com- 
mences on  the  lake,  aotfc  continued  alone  the  line  of  iha  said 
portege,  aliemaiety  by  land  and  water,  io Xac  la  PloW— tbeex* 
isting  route  by  land  and  by  viater  remaining  common  by  botfa 
parties.-  Thia  line  has  the  adraniage  of  bfing  known,  woA.  at- 
tem'ed  with  no  donbl  or  unci  riainty  in  runnina  it."' 

These  are  his  Lordship's  words:    Pigeon  river, 
1  instead  of  St.  Louis  river!  making  no  pretension 
jto  the  four  millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral  lind 
j  supposed  to  have  been  saved  between  these  two 
rivers;  and  not  even  alluding  to  the  absurd  preien- 
sion<of  the  Ghent  commissioner !    After  this,  what 
are  we  to  think  of  the  candor  and  veracity  of  an 
official  paper,  which  would  make  a  merit  of  hav- 
•ing  saved  four  millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral 
land,  "northward  of  the  claim  set  np  by  the  British 
commissioner   nnder   the  Ghent  treaty?"    What 
must  we  think  of  dxe  candor  of  a  paper  which 
boastsof  having  ^'included  this  within  the  United 
Stales,"  when  it  was  never  oat  of  the  United  States^ 
If  there  is  any  merit  in  the  case,  it  is  in  Lord 
Ashburton— in  his  not   having  claimed  the  200 
miles  between  Pieeon  river  and  St.  Louis  river. 
What  he  claimed,  he  got;  and  that  was  thesoothem 
lice,  commencing  six  miles  sonth  of  Pigeon  river, 
and  running  south  of  the  true  line  to  &iny  lake. 
ITc  j^ot  this;  making  a  difference  of  some  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  acres,  and  giving  to  the  British  the 
exclusive  possession  of  the  best  route,  and  a  joint 
pos.^esslon  of  the  one  which  is  made  the  boundaiy. 
To  understand  the  value  of  this  concession,  it  most 
be  known  that  there  are  two  lines  of  commnnica* 
tion  from  the  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  both  beginning  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
Pigeon  river,  that  these  lines  are  the  channels  of 
trade  and  travelling,  both  for  Indians  and  the  far- 
traders;  that  they  are  water  communications;  and 
that  it  was  a  great  point  with  the  British,  in  their 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  to  have  the 
exclusire  dominion  of  the  best  communication,  and 
a  joint  possession  with  us  of  the  other.    This  is 
what  Lord  Ashburton  claimed — what  the  treatjr 
gave  him — and  what  our  Secretary  negotiator  b^ 
came  his  agent  and  solicitor  to  obtain  for  him.   I 
quote  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  25th  of  July  lo 
Mr.  James  Fer^inson,  and  the  answers  of  Mr.  itx- 

fuson  of  the  same  date,  and  also  the  letter  of  Mr. 
oseph  Delafield,  of  the  !^th  of  July,  for  the  truth 
of  what  I  say.  From  these  letters,  it  will  be  seen 
that  <mr  Secretary  put  himself  to  the  tvooble  to  hm 
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testUDOoy  to  justify  bis  surrender  of  the  northern 
routeto  the  British;  that  he  put  leading  questions 
r  to  his  witnesses,  to  get  the  information  which  he 
wanted;  and  that  he  sought  to  cover  the  sacrifice, 
by  depreciating  the  agricultural  value  of  the  land, 
tod  treating  the  difference  between  the  lines  as  a 
thing  of  00  importance.  Here  is  the  letter.  I  read 
an 'extract  from  it: 

"Wbti  i»  the  general  nature  of  the  country  between  the 
mouth  ol  Pigeon  river  asd  the Rain7  lakel  Or  what  formation 
i«  it,  and  how  in  its  eurfacel  and  will  any  considerable  part  of 
iu  area  be  fit  for  cultirationi  Are  i's  waters  active  and  run- 
ninf  itrsaina,  as  in  other  parte  of  the  United  Bcateal  Or  are 
tbejdead  fakes,  awaoaps,  aiKf  moiaaee?  If  the  latter  Im  their 
gMienI  ciiaracter,  at  what  point,  as  yoa  proceed  westward,  do 
the  waters  receive  a  more  ded<led  character  aa  runnlDg 
itreams  7 

MTlMCd  are  said  to  be  two  lines  of  commanication,  each 
paitlyby  water  and  partly  byportagee,  from  tbe  nelshborbood 
ofPigsoa  Hirer  tu  4ne  Rainy  Iske:  one  by  way  of  Fowl  lake, 
theflsganaga  lake,  and  the  Cypress  lake:  the  other  by  way  of 
Arrow  river  and  lake ;  then  by  wav  or  Baganaga  lake,  and 
tbroQgh  the  river  Matlgne,  meeting  the  other  route  at  Lake  la 
Croix,  and  through  the  river  Namekan  to  the  Rainy  lake.  Do 
you  kQow  an]r  reason  for  attaching  great  preference  lo  either 
of  these  two  linesl  Or  do  you  consider  it  or  no  importance,  in 
uiy  poiot  of  view,  which  may  be  agreed  to?  Please  be  fall  and 
piitreuisr  on  thepe  seTeral  points." 

Here  are  leading  questions,  such  as  the  rules  of 
evidence  forbid  to  be  put  to  any  witness,  and  the  an- 
swers to  which  woulabe  suppressed  by  the  order  of 
aoy  court  in  Kngland  or  America.  They  are  called 
"leadtDg,"  because  they  kad  the  witness  to  the  an- 
swer wtich  the  lawyer  wants;  and  thereby  tend  to 
the  perversion  of  justice.  The  witnesses  are  here  led 
to  two  points:  first,  that  the  country  between  the  two 
routes  or  lines  is  worth  nothing  for  agriculture; 
secondly,  that  it  is  of  no  importance  to  the  United 
States  which  of  the  two  lines  is  established  for  tbe 
boundary.  Thus  led  to  the  desired  points,  the 
witnesses  answer.    Mr.  Ferguson  says: 

"Asan  agricutturU  district,  this  region  will  always  be  vjduc- 
leu.  The  pme  timber  is  ol  ni^h  growth,  equal  forfipars,  |)er- 
haps,  to  tlie  Norway  pine,  and  may,  pcrhapti,  in  time,  find  a 
maiket;  but  there  are  no  aUuvioim,  no  arable  lands,  and  the 
whole  country  may  be  described  as  one  waato  of  rock  and 
water. 

"You  have  desired  me  al.4o  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  any 
preference  which  1  may  know  to  exist  between  the  aeversl  liaes 
daimed  as  boundaries  through  (bis  country,  between  the  United 
States  aodCSreat  Britain. 

'Considering  that  Great  Britain  abandons  her  claim  by  the 
Fond  dii  Lac  and  the  :St.  IjOuIs  river;  cedes  also  Sugar  island, 
(Otherwise  called  tji.  George's  island,)  in  the  Ht.  Afarie  river; 
lod, agrees,  generally,  toa  boundary  following  the  old  commer* 
cial  route,  commeocing  at  the  Pigeon  river,  t  do  not  think  that 
any  reasonable  ground  exists  to  prevent  a  final  determination 
ofUiis  part  of  tbe  Imundary." 

And  Mr.  Delafield  adds: 

''/U  an  agticultural  district,  it  has  no  value  or  inlareet,  even 
prospectively,  in  my  opinion.  If  the  climate  were  suitable, 
(«rhjch  It  18  not,)  I  can  only  say  thati  never  saw,  in  my  expio* 
Tstions  ibere,  tillable  land  enough  to  sustain  any  permanent  pop- 
ulation sufficiently  numerous  to  justify  other  settlements  than 
those  of  the  fnr-tradeis;  and,  1  mignt  add,  fishermen.  The 
fartradera  there  occupied  nearly  all  those  places;  and  the  opin* 
ion  now  expressed  is  theodly  one  I  ever  beard  entertainea  by 
(hose  most  experienced  in  these  Northwestern  regions. 

"There  is,  neverihelees,  much  interest  felt  by  the  fur- traders 
on  this  subject  of  boundary.  To  them,  it  is  of  much  importance, 
IS  they  conceive;  and  it  is,  in  fact,  of  national  importance.  Hail 
the  British  commissioner  consented  to  proceed  by  the  Pigeon 
river,  (which  is  tbe  I/)ng  Lake  of  Mitchell's  map,)  it  is  proba- 
ble there  would  have  l>een  an  agreement.  There  were  several 
reasons  for  his  pertinacity,  and  fur  this  disagreement;  which 
belong,  however,  to  the  private  history  of  the  commission, 
and  can  be  stated  when  required.  The  Pigeon  river  is  a  con* 
dnuoiis  watercoorse.  TheSt.  George's  islani,  is  the  fit.  Marie 
nver,  is  a  valuable  island,  ami  worth  as  much,  perhaps,  as  most 
of  the  count!  y  between  the  Pigeon  river  and  Dog  river  route, 
claimed  for  tbe  United  Suitee,in  an  agricultural  sense." 

These  are  the  answers;  and  while  they  are  con- 
clusive upon  the  agricultural  character  of  the  coun- 
try between  the  two  routes,  and  present  it  as  of  no 
value;  yet,  on  the  relative  importance  of  the  routes' 
as  boundaries,  ihey  refuse  to  follow  the  lead  which 
the  question  held  out  to  them,  and  show  that,  as 
commercial  rouies,  and,  consequently,  as  command* 
iog  the  Indians  and  their  trade,  a  question  of  na- 
tiooal  importance  is  involved.  Mr.  Delafield  says 
tbe  fur-traders  feel  much  interest  in  this  boundary: 
to  them,  it  is  of  much  importance;  and  it  is.  in  fact, 
of  national  importance.  The.se  are  the  word.<wof 
Mr.  Delafield ;  and  they  show  the  reason  why  Lord 
Ashburton  was  so  tenacious  of  this  change  in  the 
boundary.  He  wanted  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  fur- 
trade,  and  for  the  consequent  command  which  it 
would  eive  the  British  over  the  Indians  in  time  of 
war.  All  this  is  apparent;  yet  our  Secretary  would 
only  look  at  it  as  a  corn  and  potato  region !  And 
fintiing  it  not  good  for  that  purpose,  he  surrenders 
it  to  the  Bnlisnl  Both  the  witnesses  look  «pon  it 
as  a  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
suppose  some  equivalent  in  other  parts  of  the 
boundary  was  received  for  it.    There  was  no  3nch 


equivalent:  and  thus  this  surrender  becomes  a  gra- 
tuitous sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slate.s, 
aggravated  by  the  condescension  of  the  American 
Secretary  to  act  as  the  attorney  of  the  British  min- 
ister, and  seeking  testimony  by  unfair  and  illegal 
questions,  and  then  disregarding  the  part  of  the  an- 
swers which  made  against  his  design. 

Sir,  I  have  dwelt  long  upon  this  point,  because 
it  was  necessary  to  detect  the  fallacy  which  the 
President  has  been  made  to  sign,  and  to  expose  the 
subserviency   of  our  Secretary   to   the   interests 
of  Great  Britain.    He  has  sacrificed  an  important 
boundary — important  for  war  and  commerce;  and, 
while  making  this  sacrifice,  and  surrendering  all 
the  country  between  the  two  routes,  he  makes  the 
President  sign  a  statement  which  leads  the  country 
to  believe  that  he  has  made  an  acquisition  of  four 
millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral  land.    The  detec- 
tion of  this  fallacy,  and  the  exposure  of  this  sub- 
serviency, are  not  only  necessary  to  save  us  from 
gross  error  about  these  four  millions  of  acres;  but 
also  to  show  us  the  spirit  in  which  the  treaty  was 
made,  and  the  faith  with  which  the  papers  submit- 
ted to  us  have  been  drawn.    Other  occasions  will 
J  occur  for  similar  detections  and  exposures.    And 
^  here  I  wish  to  say,  once  for  all,  that  1  consider  this 
I  message,  which  the  President  has  signed,  as  being 
'  the  work  of  his  Secretary;  and  that  his  fault  con- 
j  sists  in  not  having  verified  its  statements  before  he 
siened  it. 


1  have  stated  one  general  objection  to  the  treaty — 
that  of  not  settling  all  the  questions  in  dispute.    I 
pass  over  other  general  objections  at  present,  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  at  once  to  the  consideration  of 
iis  details.    These  other  general  objections  are  nu- 
merous and  weighty;  but  I  pass  Ibem  over  at  pres- 
ent wiih  a  mere  enumeration,  to  be  attended  to 
hereaRer.    I  name  them  now,  without  stopping  to 
dwell  upon  them.    They  are:  That  such  a  negoti- 
ation should  have  been  committed  to  a  sole  negoti- 
ator, and  one  not  subjected  lo  the  approval  of  the 
Senate,  nor  furnished  with  presidential  instructions 
to  limit  and  guide  him,  and  the  citizen  of  an  inter- 
ested State; — the  assumption  of  this  negotiator  to 
treat  the  question  of  national  boundaries,  not  as  a 
question  of  rights  under  the  treaty  of  independence, 
but  as  a  matter  of  bargain  and  sale,  or  of  grants 
and  equivalents,  in  the  hands  of  the  negotiators; — 
the  omission  of  the  American  negotiator  to  keep 
minutes,  or  protocols,  of  his  conferences  and  prop- 
ositions;— the  ob^icurily  and    mysterj  which  rest 
upon  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  different  propo- 
sition$;~the  assumption  of  the  American  negoti-\ 
ator  to  act  for  the  British  negotiator,  in  presenting  | 
the  British  proposition  for  the  Maine  boundary  as  ^ 
the  American  proposition;  and^the  unjustifiable  and  j 
unfounded  arguments  with  which  he  pressed  that  I 
proposition  upon  the  commissioners  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  until  he  succeeded  in  victimizing  that  de- 
serted and  doomed  State; — the  mixing  up  of  incon- 
gruous subjects  in  the  same  treaty; — the  irregular  i 
manner  in  which  the  ratification  of  the' treaty  has) 
been  forestalled  by  private  consnltations  and  con- ' 
ferences  with  Senators  before  it  was  submitted  to 
the  Senate; — the  solemn  and  mysterious  humbug-* 
gery  by  which  Dr.  Franklin  has  been  made  to  play, 
a  part  in  ravishing  this  ratification  from  our  alarms,' 
and  screening  the  negotiator  from  responsibility 
for  his  gratuitous  sacrifices; — ^the  awful  apparition 
of  the  disinleried  map  discovered  by  Mr.  Jared 
Sparks  in  Pari^,  with  the  red  marks  upon  it,  and; 
wnich  was  ^howed  about  to  Senators  to  alarm  them^ 
into  prompt  action; — the  impressive  invocation  lo ' 
secrecy  and  d&^patch.  lest  the  British  should  get 
wind  of  the  aforesaid  map  and  letter,  and  there- 
upon renounce  the  treaty;  when  it  was  perfectly 
clear,  from  Lord  Ashburton's  letter  of  the  11th  of 
July,  that  the  sagacious  old  gentleman  had  already 
scented  out  these  secret  papers,  and  was  ready  to 
claim  the  benefit  of  them  if  new  negotiations  com- 
menced;—the  war-cry  which  is  raised  if  the  treaty 
is  not  ratified— a  cry  which  addresses  itself  to  our 
fears,  and  not  to  our  judgment,  and  which  would 
make  merchandise  of  national  honor  and  national 
rights.    I  pass  over  all  these  additional  general  ob- 
jections to  the  treaty  for  the  present,  intending  to 
revert  to  them  in  good  time,  and  proceed  at  once  to 
the  consideration  of  the  treaty  itself. 

The  northern  boundary  is  the  first  subject  in  the 
treaty;  and  on  this  tiuestion,  (abandoning all  claims 
of  right  and  title  under  the  treaty  of  independence — 
with  what  propriety  will  hereafter  be  seen,)  the  ne- 
gotiators proceeded  to  adjust  this  boundary  upon 
the  principle  of  compromise  and  accommodaiion,  \ 
cediDg  and  conceding,  granting  and  .compensat- 


ing,  until  they  brought  it  to  the  condition  in  which 
we  find  it  in  the  treaty.    Waiving,  for  the  present," 
all  remarks  upon  this  assumption  of  power  over 
our  national  boundaries,  and  tnis  demolition  of  the 
work  of  our  ancestors,  who  established  these  bound- 
aries at  the  expense  or  so  much  blood  and  treasure, 
and  for  the  wise  purpa>e  of  covering  their  coun- 
try by  a  proper  frontien  waiving,  for  the  present, 
all  remarks  upon  this  point,  1  proceed  to  state  the 
grants  and  equivalents  which  were  made  on  each 
side,  and  shall  consider  the  value  and  importance  of 
each.    Theseare,  on  the  side  of  the  British — 1.  Su- 
gar or  St.  George's  island, in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
between  the  lakes  Huron  and  Superior.    2.  Kouse's 
Point,  and  a  strip  of  territory  in  the  State  of  New 
York.    3.  A  strip  of  territory  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont.    4.   A  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.    5.  The  quali- 
fied navigation  of  the  St.  John  river,  within  the 
British  dominions.     6.  The  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived by  the  British  for  timber  cut  and  sold  on 
the  disputed  territory.     These  are  ihe  grants  and 
compensations  on  the  part  of  the  British.    On  the  ' 
part  of  the  United  States,  they  are:  1.  The  impor-]' 
tant  national  boundary  between  the  Lake  Superior 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  so  necessary  to  the  fur- 
trade  and  to  the  control  of  the  Indians.    2.  The 
four  thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  square 
miles  of  territory  in  the  State  of  Maine,  being  the  j 
same  and  the  whole  that  was  awarded  to  Great} 
Britainby  theKing.of  the  Netherlands.    3.  Eight  j 
hundred  and  ninety-three  square  miles  in  Maine, 
being  so  much  over  and  above  the  award  of  the; 
King  of  the  Netherlands.    4.  The  CvStablishment  of 
the  new  boundary,  on  thissideof  the  awarded  line, 
from  lake  Pohenagamook    to   Metjarmette  paas» 
one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  length,  and  wholly^, 
witlun  the  ancient   and   natural   boundaries   of 
Maine.    5.  The  surrender  of  the  mountain  bound- 
ary which  covered  the  State  of  Maine  and  com- 
manded the  road  to  GLuebec,  from  the  hea  1  of  the 
St.  Francis  to  the  Meijarmette  pass— sav  150  miles 
in  length — and  being  so  much  over  and  above  the 
award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands.    6.  The 
navigation  of  the  St.  John  river  within  the  State 
of  Maine.    7.  A  right  of  way  over  the  territory  of 
Maine,  to  reach  the  river.  8.  The  sum  of  S300,000 
to  be  piaid  to  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts for  their  loss  of  territory.    9.  The  sum  of 
about  $200,000  to  be  paid  to  the  same  States,  to  re- 
imburse their  expenses  in  proteding  the  disputed 
territory  against  Great  Britain.     10,  A  naval  al-» 
liance  and  co-operation  with  Great  Britain  for  the 
suppression   of  the   African  slave-trade.     11.  A. 
diplomatic  alliance  with  the  same  power,  for  re^ 
monstrating  with  nations  against  the  slave-trade, 
and  for  closing  the  markets  of  the  world  against 
the  traffic  ih  slaves.     12.  The  delivery  of  fugitive 
criminals. 

This  is  the  list  of  the  grants  and  eauivalenta — 
these  the]  concessions  on  each  side;  the  value  of 
which  I  now  proceed  to  examine,  beginning  with 
those  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain* 

1.  The  first  of  these  concessions,  as  they  are 
called,  is  the  island  in  St.  Mary's  river,  between 
the  lakes  Huron  and  Superior;  called  by  us  Sugar 
island,  by  the  British  St.  George's.    This  island 
has  been  in  our  possession,  and  under  our  jarisdic* 
tion,  since  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783;  our  people 
make  sugar  upon  it;  our  Indians  inhabit  it;  and  for 
upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  we  have  exer- 
c^d  proprietory  rights  over  it.    It  was  oars  by  the- 
treaty  of  1783.  and  by  fifty  years'  possession;  but  the. 
British  commissioner  under  the  Ghent  treatv  (Mr. 
Barclay)  set  up  a  claim  to  it  which  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton  was  too  candid  to  enforce.     He  readily  threw 
it  up  to  us.    In  his  letter  of  the  I6th  of  July,  he 
says: 

•*The  other  thinn  connected  with  tb*fb)i; alary  being  ntle* 
faccorily  arranged,  a  line  shall  be  drawn  to  aa  to  throw4h&a 
island  widiin  the  United  Btaiea." 

This  was  prompt  and  handsome.  His  Lordship 
knew  very  well  what  he  was  about,  and  how  in^ 
significant  was  a  rich  island  compared  to  a  com- 
manding boundary.  Sunir  island  nad  no  military 
importance.  It  was  good  for  sugar  and  grain,  but 
not  for  cannon.  Ifs  26,000  acres  of  fertile  soil  was 
a  great  object  in  the  eyes  of  an  agricultural  peo- 
ple, but  nothing  in  the  eyes  of  a  domineering  mon- 
archy. The  cession  enured  to  the  benefit  of  Mich- 
igan, and  sweetened  the  treaty  to  the  palate  of  that 
young  State.  It  was  a  large  object  in  the  eyes  of  a 
young  Stale;  the  little  island  of  200  acres  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Detroit  river  was  a  much  larger  one 
in  the  eyes  of  the  BriUshl    The  little  island 
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Bois  Blanc,  opposite  Maiden,  apd  commanding  the 
I  iver  Detroit  and  iis  entrance  into  the  Lalce  Erie, 
was  worth  many  sagar  islands  to  them;  and  this 
i)iey  took  good  care  to  save.*  In  June  1832,  Mr. 
Barclay,  the  British  commissioner  under  the  6th 
article  of  the  Ghent  treaty,  wrote  thus  to  Qeneral 
Porter,  ihe  American  commissioner: 

'The  und4>rBiKned,  iheraforef  it  ready  to  cede  Sugar,  Fox, 
an.1  riioiiy  it'ana*  to  the  United  Statee,  provided  the  commie- 
cii  tner  of  ih>-  United  States  agree*  to  appiopriate  the  island  of 
Bois  Otaiic  ui  hie  Majeety,  and  to  establish  the  line  in  the  water 
p:ts9age  between  Bois  Blanc  and  the  tliree  beforementioned 
islands." 

The  Utile  i.^land  was  accordingly  so  appropri- 
ated; the  offer  of  three  others  for  it  Ming  reinforced 
by  a  threat  to  refer  the  question  of  right  to  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands,  ii  it  was  not  given  up. 
It  was  given  up  in  182*2;  and  I  mention  the  circum- 
siance  to  show  how  the  British  do  these  things.  .  A 
large  island,  excellent  for  raising  cabbages  and 
potatoes,  ana  making  sugar  and  sirup,  is  readily 
thrown  up  to  us:  a  small  one,  on  wnich  cannon 
could  be  planted,  was  pertinaciously  retained  by 
them !  The  taste  of  both  countries  was  accommo- 
dated—ours for  agriculture,  theirs  for  dominion! 
'Like  a  sagacious  negotiator,  who  knew  where  to 
concede.  Lord  Ashburton  surrendered  Sugar  island 
to  Michigan;  conciliated  that  State  in  fa^or  of  his 
treaty,  and  marched  straight  on  to  the  grand  object 
of  his  mission. 

I  2.  Rouse's  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
I  the  narrow  slip  of  land  which  includes  it.  This 
I  point  is  now  hailed  as  an  invaluable  acquisition, 
j  sufficient  of  itself  to  pass  the  treaty.  I  remember 
j  very  well  when  it  was  as&igned  to  us  by  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  when  it  stood  for  nothing 
in  favor  of  the  award.  That  award  was  rejected, 
noi  by  the  will  of  Pr^ident  Jackson,  but  under  the 
action  of  the  Senate  and  the  two  interested  States, 
although  it  gave  us  this  now  prized  point,  cost  us 
no  money,  took  so  much  less  from  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  ieit  us  the  long  and  lofty  line  of  rooun- 
taili  frontier  opposite  to  Gluebec.  Rouse's  Point 
gained  us  not  a  vote  in  this  body  in  favor  of  that 
award:  it  now  becomes  a  gigantic  con.«(ideraiion  in 
favor  of  a  treaty  so  TiAch  worse  than  the  award. 
Be  it  so.  The  author  of  the  present  treaty  was  the 
enemy  of  the  award,  and  will  doubtless  see  the 
propriety  of  explaining  the  reason  for  the  strange 
contradiction  which  his  conduct  presents.  Histori- 
cal recollections  attach  some  interest  to  this  point, 
which  is  now  more  imaginary  than  real.  It  has 
been  the  scene  of  some  miiiiary  operations,  which 
the  growth  of  the  country  will  carry  to  a  more  dis- 
tant theatre  in  future  wars.  By  the*peaceof  1783, 
this  point  fell  within  our  limits,  and  that  by  the 
British  ascertainment  of  the  45th  parallel  of  lati- 
tude before  the  Revolution.  That  parallel  was  the 
boundary,,  io  that  quarter,  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada:  its  rectification,  under  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  left  out  Rouse's  Point,  and  the  little  fort 
which  had  been  commenced  upon  it,  to  command 
(he  entrance  into  Lake  Champlain.  The  same 
rectification  of  the  line  showedT  an  error  of  half  a 
mile  wide  in  the  irorthern  boundary  of  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  giving  that 
much  oflT  of  each  to  Great  Britain.  But  it  was  an 
acquisition  which  Great  Britain  did  not  want; 
which  she  has  refused  to  touch,  though  entitled  to 
it  since  the  treaty  of  Ghent;  wnich  has  remained 
in  our  possession  ever  since,  and  would  doubtless 
so  remain  forever.  Great  Britain  wanted  none  of 
our  republicanpopulation  added  to  her  Canadian 
possessions.  This  she  has  shown  by  near  thirty 
years'  refusal  to  receive  them;  and  her  minister 
was  the  correct  interpreter  of  her  policy  when  he 
readily  threw  up  this  point,  and  the  strip  along 
with  it;  taking  care  to  make  the  easy  concession 
an  item  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  great  design 
on  Maine.  All  this  ine  British  negotiator  admits, 
with  a  readiness  and  good  feeling  which  does  him 
much  credit.    He  says: 

p*  The  queation  hare  at  issue  between  the  two  countries,  was  as 
to  the  correct  determination  of  the  parsUel  of  latitude,  and  the 
true  source  of  the  Connecticut  river.  Upon  both  these  points 
decisions  ware  pronoanced  In  favor  or  Oreat  Britain;  and  I 
might  addthat|tho  ease  of  America,  as  matter  of  right,  was  but 

*'*lt  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  very  great  importance  that  the  right 
of  piisssge  be  secured  for  American  veasels,  between  the  island 
of  Bois  filanc,  in  the  river  Deiroit,  (oppoaite  Fort  Maiden,)  and 
the  British  shore;  the  channel  is  only  200  to  300  yards  wide, 
and  is  entirely  commanded  both  by  the  island  and  Fort  Maiden. 
At  present,  there  is  no  other  paasage  Air  our  larger  claits  of 
resaets,  steamboats,  &<<■.,  and  it  will  require 'much  3me  and  ex- 
pense to  render  the  old  passage  south  of  Gros  Isle  available. 
Id  short,  tlie  right  of  using  the  British  channel  is,  in  my  opin- 
^2?»  •^^^"'•^y  necejMry."— JIfr.  Robert  SteuarVt  Utter  to 
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feebly  and  doubiingly  supported  by  her  own  authorities.  I  am, 
nevertheless,  dispaaed  to  surrender  the  whole  of  this  case,  if  toe 
»h4nild  eueeeed  in  Mtlling^  tu  propoaedf  the  boundary  of 
Maine, 

^'Tbis  concession,  considered  with  reference  to  the  valu«t  of 
the  land  ceded,  which  Is  generally  repotted  to  be  fertile,  and 
contains  a  position  at  Ronse's  Point  much  coveted  in  the  course 
of  the  controversy,  would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
considered  of  considerable  importance.  The  concession  will, 
however,  t>e  made  by  Great  Britain  without  reluctance,  not  only 
to  mark  the  liberal  anil  conciliatory  spirit  by  which  it  is  desired 
to  distinguish  these  negotiations,  but  liecause  the  case  is,  In 
some  respects^  analogous  to  that  of  Uie  Madawaska  settlement, 
before  considered.  It  is  believed  that  the  settlers  on  the  narrow 
strip  (which  would  be  transferred  to  Great  Britain  by  rectifying 
the  45th  parallel  of  latitude,  which  was  formerly  incorrectly 
lakl  do  wo,  are  principally  from  the  Tniied  States;  and  that 
I  heir  opinions  and  habits  incline  them  to  gives  preference  lo 
that  form  of  government  under  wliicti,  be 'ore  the  discovery  of 
the  error  in  question,  they  supposed  themselves  to  be  living.  It 
cannot  be  itesired  by  her  Majesty  to  acquire  any  addiiior  of  ter 
riiory  under. such  circumstances,  whausver  may  t)e  the  weight 
of  her  rights;  but  it  will  be  observed  that  the  SAme  argument 
applies  almost  exactly  to  the  Madawaska  roitlement,  and  jus- 
tifies the  reiiervaiion  I  am  there  obliged  to  make.  In  these 
days,  the  coiiv<inience  and  happiness  ol  the  people  to  be  gov- 
erned will  ever  be  the  chief  guide  intraosaaionsof  ihisdesciip- 
tion,  between  such  Governments  as  those  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States." 

In  this  paragraph  his  Lordship  shows  a  consid- 
erate regard  fur  the  compromised  inliahitants,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  living  on  this  strip  of 
land.  He  is  willing  to  give  them  up  for  a  consider- 
ation, though  he  declares  it  .could  not  be  desirable 
to  her  Majesty  to  acquire  them.  His  benevolence 
is  still  subordinate  to  his  policy;  and  he  is  willing 
to  leave  these  Republicans  in  the  United  States, 
provided  the  main  object  is  accomplished  on  the 
frontiers  of  Maine,  ft  is  clear  the  British  would 
never  accept  these  inhabitants;  yet,  to  sign  a  treaty 
denationalizing  them,  would  have  been  revolting  to 
the  public  feeling.  To  quiet  them  where  they  were, 
was  to  gain  friends  for  the  treaty.  The  strip  was 
narrow,  and  of  no  great  length— half  a  mile  at  one 
end,  a  point  at  the  other,  and  some  fifiy  miles  in 
length.  An  area  of  twelve  or  fifteen  square  miles, 
(some  eight  or  ten  thousand  acres,)  and  a  few  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  constituted  its  totality  of  popula- 
tion and  territory.  Except  the  people,  it  was  no 
great  object;  but  to  sign  a  treaty  leaving  them  out 
of  the  Unitetl  States,  would  have  been  unjust  and 
unpopular. 

/  Rouse's  Point  is  the  prominent  object  in  this  con- 
Icession;  and  to  this  object,  historical  recoiled  ions 
bittach  some  degree  of  military  importance.  It  is  a 
>oint  for  commanding  the  entrance  into  Lake 
[Champlain — the  best,  but  not  the  only  point  for  that 
)urpo>e.  Further  within  our  line,  two  batteries 
>om  opposite  shores  waII  do  the  work  of  one  bat- 

ilery  at  this  point.    It  is  the  best  for  commanding' 
the  entrance,  because  the  outlet  is  there  the  nar- 
rowest; but  its  only  advantage  is  in  the  diflerencc 
between  two  batteries  and  one.    The  British  could 
not  take  it,  except  as  part  of  the  strip  in  New  York 
and  Vermont,  which  would  bring  her  the  people 
she  did  not  want.    That  she  attached  no  military 
importance  to  it,  either  for  her  own.  defence  or  our 
.annoyance,  is  evident  from  her  lotal  refusal   to 
I  touch  it  for  ^o  long  a  lime,  when  indisputably  hers; 
'  from  her  readiness  to  give  it  up,  under  the  award, 
I  without  compensation,  while  endeavoring  to  ravish 
from  us  the  real  military  positions  which  were  in- 
disputably ours— namely,  the  islands  of  Bois  Blanc, 
Campo  cello,  and  Qrand  Menan,  and  the  mountain 
frontier  of  Maine.    To  us,  it  can  be  of  no  moment 
in  any  future  wars  with  Great  Britain.    We  can 

(^hardly  repeat  the  folly  of  border  warfare;  of  sum- 
mer operations;  of  isolated  invasions;  and  of  petty 
detachments  hung  upon  a  line  of  a  thousand  miles. 
Instead  of  that,  a  large  movement  will  probably  be 
organized.  A  hundred  thousand  men  concentrated 
upon  the  heart,  instead  of  diffused  upon  the  extrem- 
ities of  Canada^marchtng  upon  the  ice,  as  Piche- 
gru  marched  upon  Holland— going  to  Gluebec 
instead  of  going  to  the  little  posts  which  line  the 
lakes;  in  such  a  movement,  neither  forts  nor  ships 
would  be  wanting.  Rivers  and  lakes,  instead  of 
obstacles,  would  become  bridges  to  the  invader;  and 
Rouse's  Feint  would  cease  to  have  a  place  in  any 
mafi's  mind.  Still,  old  ideas  give  it  some  value. 
Its  name  is  connected  with  the  battle  of  Plattsburg, 
and  with  McDonough's  victory  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  '  It  is  considered  the  key  to  the  lake  which 
washes  two  States;  and  it  is  not  to  be  dissembled 
that  its  recovery  gratifies  the  public  feeling,  pro- 
.  pitiates  two  States  in  favor  of^  the  treaty,  and  fa- 
cilitates  the  grand  object  of  the  British  mission. 
The  British  negotiator  conducted  skilfully  in  conce- 
ding for  a  price  what  he  had  no  wi.<«h  to  retain— what 
had  been  given  vp  without  price  in  the  award— 
what  had  an  lUosiTe  value  in  ^our  eyes,  and  do 


value  at  all  in  his;  and  the  conceasicm  of  which 
was  smoothing  his  way  to  Maine.  The  only  thing 
worthy  of  obsiervation  in  this  acquisition,  is  the 
importance  attached  to  it  now,  when  it  costs  S500,- 
^000  in  money,  and  an  additional  slice  off  of  Maine, 
by  those  who  rejected  it  when  obtained  under  Jack- 
son's administration  for  nothing. 
.  3.  The  cession  of  territory  in  Yennont.  This  is 
a  narrow  strip,  ninety  miles  in  length,  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile  wide  at  one  end,  half  a  mile  at  the 
other;  giving  an  area  of  some  fifty  square  miles, 
or  about  30,000  acres.  It  is  a  slip  made  by  the 
same  rectification  of  the  line  on  the  45ch  ]NtraUel, 
which  cut  ofiT  Rouse's  Point  and  the  strip  in  New 
York;  and  is  subject  to  all  the  remarks  wnich  were 
applied  to  it.  Tnis  strip  in  Vermont  was  given  up 
by  the  British  negotiator,  for  the  same  reason  he 
had  given  up  the  other:  it  could  have  no  national 
consideration,  except  for  the  people  upon  it.  His 
Government  did  not  want  these  people,  and  woald 
not  have  them;  still  it  would  be  wrong  to  disquiet 
them  by  signing  a  treaty  which  should  leave  wem 
on  the  British  side.  The  concession  which  quiets 
them,  strongly  recommends  the  treaty  to  the  State 
of  Vermont;  and,  taken  in  conjunction  with  Rouse's 
Point,  which  is  at  the  outlet  of  their  lake,  assures 
its  favorable  reception  in  that  border  State.  Two 
votes  more  for  the  treaty! 

4.  The  100,000  acres  assured  to  rtew  Hampshire 
between  Hall's  creek  and  Perry's  creek.  This  can- 
not be  called  a  cession,  or  a  concession.  The  State 
of  New  Hampshire  has  always  possessed  ir,  and  al- 
ways exercised  jurisdiction  over  it  She  was  in 
no  danger  of  ever  losing  that  possession,  or  thai 
jurisdiction,  whether  the  Ghent  commissionen 
were  right  or  wrong  in  retiring  the  boundary  from 
Hall's  creek  to  Perry's  creek.  The  British  never 
availed  themselves  oi  the  unacceptable  acquisition, 
and  never  would.  They  no  more  wanted  Nev 
Hampshire  Republicans,  than  New  York  or  Ver- 
mont Republicans,  within  theii  dominions.  The 
100,000  acres,  and  the  population  upon  it,  have 
been  just  as  much  the  territory  and  population  of 
New  Hampshire  since  the  Ghent  treaty  as  before  it. 
The  concession  of  the  British  minister  ciianges 
nothing;  but,  while  changing  nothing,  it  prevents 
an  objection,  and  conciliates  support  for  the  treaty 
in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

5.  The  qualified  privilege  to  a  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Maine  to  navigate  a  part  of  the  river  Sl 
John.  This  is  the  last  of  the  British  concessioos, 
and  one  much  boasted  of  by  the  advocates  of  the 
treaty.  The  analysis  of  the  article  which  grants  this 
vaunted  privilege  will  show  it  to  be  restricted  to  a 

^  very  narrov/  benefit,  and  counterbalanced  by  rights 
.  of  navigation  granted  to  the  people  of  New  Brnos- 
'  wick  to  the  same  river  within  the  State  of  Aifaine, 
.  with  the  important  addition  of  a  right  of  wav  to 
:it.    The  river  St.  John,  politically  considered,  is 
divided  into  three  parts:  the  lower  part  whollv  in 
the  British  province  of  New  Brunswick;  the  middle 
part,  by  the  new  treaty,  a  boundary  between  Maine 
and  New  Brunswick;  the  upper  part  wholly  within 
the  State  of  Maine.    The  rights  of  navigation  in 
this  river  are  thus  conferred:  so  far  as  it  Is  a  com- 
mon boundary,  both  parties  living  upon  the  waters 
of  the  river  possess  it:  so  far  as  it  is  within  the 
limits  ot  New  Brunswick,  the  people  of  Maine,  liv- 
ing on  the  waters  of  the  river,  may  use  it  for  the 
transportation  of  the  products  of  tfae  forest,  and 
such  of  the  products  of  agriculture  asarenot  man- 
ufactured, subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  Britisti 
authorities  to  establish  the  origin  and  character  of 
the  articles:  so  far  as  it  is  within  the  limits  of  Maine, 
the  neighboring  inhabitants  of   New  Brunstrick 
have  the  same  privilege  of  navigation,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  territorial  right  of^way  to  reach  the 
river—a   privilege  not   granted  to  the  people  of 
Maine  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river.    This  is  the 
'analysis  of  this  privilege:  and  what  does  itamonnt 
i  tol    Not  as  much   as  the  law  of  nations  wooid 
•  give  Maine  without  the  treaty.    For  the  law  of  na- 
tions gives  to  the  people  on  the  npper  watenofnar- 
I  igable  streams  the  right  of  passing  through  foreign 
1  dominions  to  reach  the  ocean — the  highway  of  na- 
I  tions.  This  is  what  we  asserted  against  Spain,  in  the 
case  of  the  Mississippi:  it  is  what  the  American  ne- 
gotiator of  this  treaty  now  admits  in  relation  to  the 
Red  river,  the  Sabine^  and  the  Mississippi,  in  favor  of 
Texas,  Reduced  and  restricted  as  the  pn vilege  is^t  is 
but  a  small  matter  for  Maine  to  receive;  nothioFfor 
Great  Britain  to  gram;  and  is  counterbalanced  br 
■  privileges  of  navigation  and  of  way  granted  to  her. 
But  a  question  arises  here.  The  privilege  of  narigi- 
Uon  granted  is  limited  to  the  inhabiuuits  ol  the  cotmr 
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.tries  watered  by  the  river  St.  John.  It  does  notezlend 
/to  the  citizens  of  the  Ujiited  States  generally,  nor 
even  to  the  citizens  of  Maine  generally;  but  to  tnoee 
who  U^e  apon  the  waters  of  the  St.  John.  Is  this 
within  the  competency  of  the  treaty-making  powerl 
Can  a  treaty  be  made  for  the  benefit  ot  the  people 
of  a  single  State,  or  of  part  of  a  Statel  If  so,  the 
^^mprmt  2ato*'  ma3r  be  very  unequal,  and  the  Union 
c^ise  to  be  a  tmit  in  regard  to  its  foreign  relations. 

This  completed  my  view  of  the  grants  and  con- 
( cessions  maae  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States 
,  by  tbis  treaty.    They  are  all  of  the  same  character 
;  .-nothing  for  Great  Britain  to  grant,  trifles  for  us 
i  to  receive,  and  better  given  up  than  retained;  be- 
'  eaose  anaesirable  to  Great  Britain  in  thenoselve^, 
and  facilitating,  by  their  surrender,  the  grand  ob- 
ject on  Maine.  Sugar  island  in  Michigan — Rouse's 
Point  in  NewYork — the  ninety- mile  strip  in  Vermont 
—the  100,000  acres  in  New  Hampshire— though  no 
more  desirable  to  the  British  than  the  wooden  horse 
was  to  the  Trojans,  are  all  yielded  in  a  way  to  con- 
ciliate those  States,  and  to  leave  Maine  standing 
talime,  to  make  bead  against  the  British  designs  up- 
'on  her  territory  and  boundaries.    I -say  standing 
alone;  for  even  ner  mother,  the  old  Bay  State,  was 
pQTchased  off  from  her  defence  by  a  pecuniary  in- 
demnity for  her  proprietary  rights,  and  by  the  hon- 
or of  furnishing  the  sole  negotiator  to  meet  the  ex- 
utiordinary  British  special  mission.    Everything 
along  the  line,  from  the  four  millioiui  of  fine  min- 
eral land  beyond  Iiake  Superior  to  the  Ion:;  sheep- 
walk  in  Vermont,  is  promptly  thrown  up;  and, 
from  the  alacrity  with  which  these  concessions  (as 
they  are  called)  are  made,  and  from* the  anxiety  of 
the  sagacious  negotiator  to  please  the  border  States, 
it  may  be  almost  inferred  that  it  was  matter  of  re- 
gret that  there  was  no  fine  mineral  land — ^no  sweet 
Sttle  island — no  commanding  point — ^no  long  nar- 
row slip — no  pretty  little  creeks — along  the  confines 
of  Pennsylvania  and'  Ohio,  to  be  flung  up  to  those 
two  States,  in  the  like  gracious  manner.    In  that 
event,  the  border  States  might  have  been  unani- 
mous; and  not  a  chance  for  a  vote  against  the  treaty 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Sach  are  the  grants  and  concessions  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  United  States:  few  in  number,  small 
in  value,  nothing  for  her  to  yield,  injurious  to  her 
to  retain,  and  already  ours  as  effectually  without 
the  treaty  as  with  it.  Except  the  restncted  and 
CQmpensated  navigation  of  the  lower  St.  John,  all 
the  rest  was  already  ours— ours  by ,  the  treaty  of 
1783,  and  by  the  fact  that  Great  Britain  wanted 
none  of  these  slips,  or  islands,  or  points  of  land, 
with  the  incumbrance  of  their  repfiblican  inhabit- 
ants, which  she  makes  a  merit  of  yielding  to  us. 
.  Not  so  with  our  grants  iw  iicr,  T^^^  are  large  and 
1  valuable — material  for  her  to  receive — dangerous 
'  and  injurious  for  us  to  yield— and  involving,  not 
'  only  territory,  but  natural  boundaries;  and  admit- 
ting a  foreign  power  within  the  limits  which  Na- 
jtnre  herself  and  the  treaty  of  '83  had  prescribed 
'for  the  frontier  of  an  independent  nation.  And 
here  I  frankly  accost  the  subject,  and  say  that,  if 
our  negotiator,  in  forming  a  general  treaty  for  all 
the  States,  and  in  settling  all  the  subjects  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countries,  had  yielded  to  the  Brit- 
ish Crown  all  that  the  award  of  the  Kine  of  the 
Netherlands  granted,  I  should  have  said  not  a 
word.  But,  in  transcending  that  award,  which  he 
himself  oppossed  as  yieldins:  too  much— in  giving 
np  more  now  than  the  British  Government  detnand- 
ed  at  the  time  of  that  award-^in  doing  this,  1  find 
reasons  for  amazement  and  disapprobation.  I  am 
astonished  at  what  I  behold;  ana  shall  proceed  to 
state  the  number  and  the  magnitude  of  the  sacri- 
fices we  have  made;  and  demand,  from  the  friends 
of  Uie  negotiator,  the  causes  and  the  reasons  for 
such  extraordinary  cpncessions. 

These  concessions  are: 

1.  The  boundary  between  the  Lake  Superior  and 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  and  all  the  territory  be- 
tween the  true  and  important  boundary  abandoned, 
and  the  false  and  insignificant  one  adopted.  The 
amount  of  territory  sacrificed  is  large— several 
hundred  thousand  acres — and  as  good  for  fine  min- 
erals as  any  of  the  four  millions  pretended  to  have 
been  acquiied.  But  it  is  not  as  territory  that  the 
loss  is  felt.    It  is  in  gi  vine  the  British  fur-traders  the 

treat  water-line,  which  tacilitates  the  trade  with  the 
ndians,  and  gives  control  over  them  in  time  of 
,  war.    By  the  treaty  of  1783,  this  water-line  was 
the  boundary  between  the  two  countries;  and  its 
>  use  common  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  each. 
By  this  treaty,  it  becomes  exclusively  British !    A 
new  and  ^iferior  line  is  established  foither  south, 


enccoaching  upon  our  territory;  and  of  this  the 
British  have  the  common  use  jointly  with  our- 
selves! 

I  2.  All  the  coimtry  awarded  by  the  King  of  the 
I  Netherlands— being  2,1 19  square  mile;^  or  2,636,160 
{acres  in  extent — all  this  is  given  up;  and,  since  the 
{evaporation  of  the  four  millions  of  acres  ot  fine 
Imineral  land  on  the  west  of  Lake  Superior,  there  is 
|not  a  pretext  of  an  equivalent  for  it.  That  award 
gave  Rouse's  Point  as  the  equivalent:  this  treaty 
pays  money  for  that  point,  and  makes  a  gift  to  the 
•vBritish  of  these  2,119  square  miles.  To  mitigate 
/the  enormity  of  this  barefaced  sacrifice,  our  Secre- 
{tary  negotiator  enters  into  a  description  of  the  soil, 
land  avers  it  to  be  unfit  for  cultivation.  What  if  it 
Iwere  sol  li  is  still  rich  enough  to  bear  cannon, 
jand  to  carry  the  smuggler's  cart;  and  that  is  the 
^rop  Great  Britain  wishes  to  plant  upon  iL  Gibral- 
tar and  Malta  are  rocks;  yet  Great  Britain  would 
not  exchange  them  for  the  deltas  of  the  Nile  and  of 
the  Ganges.  It  is  not  fo Ingrowing  potatoes  and 
cabbages  that  she  has  fixed  her  eye,  since  the  late 
war,  on  this  slice  of  Maine;  but  for  trade  and  war- 
to  consolidate  her  power  on  our  northeastern  bor- 
der, and  to  realize  all  the  advantages  which  steam 
power  gives  to  her  new  military,  and  naval,  and 
commercial  station  in  Passamaquoddy  bay,  and  her 
new  route  for  trade  and  war  through  Halifax  and 
Maine  to  Cluebec.  She  wants  it  for  great  military 
and  commercial  purposes;  and  it  is  pitiful  and  con- 
temptible in  our  negotiator  to  depreciate  the  sacri- 
fice as  being  poor  land,  unfit  for  cultivation,  when 
power  and  dominion,  not  potatoes  and  cabbages,  is 
the  object  at  stake.  But  ihe  fact  is,  that  much  of 
this  land  is  good;  so  that  the  excuse  for  surrender- 
ing it  without  compensation  is  unfounded  as  well 
as  absurd. 

I  3»  Eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  square  miles 
(of  territory,  equal  to  571^20  acres,  on  this  side  of 
khe  line  awarded  by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 
|And  here  our  amazement  becomes  intense,  and  the 
want  of  protocols  and  minutes  of  conferenc-es  be- 
comes manifest,  in  leavmg  us  in  total  darkness  as 
to  the  origin,  progress,  and  inducements  to  this  un- 
expected ana  gratuitous  sacrifice.  Let  the  Senate 
remember  that,  immediately  on  the  rendition  of  the 
award,  the  British  Government  declared  their  as- 
sent to  it,  filed  their  acceptance  with  the  arbitra- 
tor, notified  the  Q^vernment  of  the  United  States 
of  what  she  had  done,  and  formally  demanded  its 
fulfilment.  It  was  in  the  summer  of  1831,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  promulgation  of  the  award,  that 
Sir  Charles  Vaughan  (the  then  British  minister) 
gave  this  notification  to  the  American  Govern- 
ment, and  called  upon  it  to  execute  the  award. 
President  Jackson  was  not  the  author  of  the  refer- 
ence to  the  King  of  the  Netherlands.  It  was  made 
before  he  came  into  power,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
clause  in  the  Ghent  treaty,  which,  instead  of  fol- 
lowing the  former  treaties,  and  referring  the  differ- 
ence as  to  the  highlands  (if  any  arose  betweeii  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  run  the  line)  to  another 
commissioner  appointed  on  the  spot  to  decide  be- 
tween the  two  opinions; — ^instead  of  following*  this 
old  and  plain  course,  the  Ghent  treatv  directed  the 
difference  to  be  referred  to  a  friendly  sovereign. 
The  King  of  the  Netherlands  was  that  sovereign; 
and  his  award  was  adverse  to  the  title  of  Maine. 
}  President  Jackson  disapproved  the  reference;  but, 
having  been  made  by  his  predecet^sor  in  office,  he 
felt  bound  in  honor  to  acquiesce  in  the  award. 
That  was  his  individual  feeling;  but,  in  a  case  of 
so  much  magnitude,  he  deemed  it  right  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate.  This  opinion  he  asked  in  a 
formal  message  of  the  7th  af  December,  1831.  On 
the  27th  of  January  ensuing,  he  transmitted  to  the 
Senate  the  ofiUcial  demand  of  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the 
award,  and  a  remonstrance  against  the  delay  which 
had  occurred.  In  that  official  demand,  the  British 
charge  (Mr.  Bank  head)  thus  remonstrated  with  our 
Government  on  that  delay: 

"Mr.  liTinntoni^  doubileM  aware  that  hia  pradecaasor  In 
office  waa  tnrorined  farbally,  b?  Mr.  Vaughan,  that  (he  King 
bia  maater,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  ioatrument  by  which  the 
award  of  the  King  of  tho  NetherlanJa  waa  communicated  to 
ih<5  BiiiiahOoTernmentfhadconaidered  himself  bound,  in  fol* 
fitment  o\  the  obligationa  which  he  had  contracted  hyihe  lerma 
of  the  conreniion  of  arbiiTHiion  of  8eptftmb*r  29, 1827,  to  ex- 
preaato  hia  Neiherland  Majriiy  hia  Maieatj'a  aiweni  to  (hat 

award. It  appeara  to  hia  Majeaiy'a  eorern- 

ment  that  Ihe  time  ia  now  arrlTed  when  a  final  underaianding 
between  the  Briiiah  and  Ameiiean  Govcrnmenia  on  (he  aub- 
ject  of  that  award,  and  on  the  meaanrea  necaceary  (o  be  taken 
for  canying  it  mio  f  ffect^  ought  no  longer  to  be  delayed;  and 
(be  undermgned  ia  accordingly  dirrcled,  in  making  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  the  preMnt  more  forma)  communication  of  the 
aaieni  of  hia  Majeaty  to  the  dedaion  of  hia  NeUieriand  Maie^y. 
to  lD(]Qira  of  Mc.  UvinfMqg  whttlMr  ilie  GoTemmant  of  the 


United  Sutea  are  now  ready  to  proceed,  conjointly  with  thai  o 
Great  Britain,  to  the  nomination  of  commiaaionera  for  marking 
uut  the  boundary  between  the  poaaeaaiona  of  hia  Majeaty  ia 
North  AmarirA  and  thoae  of  the  Uniied  Staiaa,  agreeable  to 

hie  Netherland  Majaatv'a  awanH On  eyery 

ground,  there fom,  hie  Majeety  feela  confident  that  the  Govt-riw 
inent  of  the  United  Siataa  will  not  heaiute  to  enable  ihe  uo- 
ileraigned  to  appriBe  hia  Maj<>atv*a  OoTernment  of  their  ae* 
quieacence  in  tiie  deoiaion  of  the  King  of  the  Meiherlantla. 
The  grounda  on  which  hia  Majeeiy'a  accept- 
ance of  that  dedaion  waa  fnun.led,  hare  been  fully  exptained 
by  the  underiigned;  and  he  ia  commanded  lo  add,  that  among 
(he  motivaa  which  Influenced  hia  Majeaty  on  that  occaaion, 
iliere  waa  none  more  powerful  than  the  anxioua  deaire  which 
hia  Majeaty  feela  to  improve  and  confirm  ihe  harmony  which 
ra  happily  eziats  on  other  aubjiscta  between  Great  Britain  and 
theUnliadSiatca,  bT(hiia  a^uiing,  once  for  alt,  aqueation  of 
great  dlAculiy,  ana  for  which  hit  Majoaty  U  unabU  to  aee 
any  other  solution." 

This  demand,  thns  repeatedly  and  solemnly  made 
by  Great  Britain  for  the  execution  of  the  award, 
establisiies  a  great  point  in  the  character  ot  this 
treaty.  It  is,  that  the  British  Government  was  then 
entirely. satisfied  with  that  award — asked  noihinr 
more — insisted  upon  its  execution;  and  declared 
its  non  execution  to  be  the  only  obstacle  to  the  har- 
mony of  the  two  countries,  and  presented  the  ex- 
ecution of  this  award  as  being  the  dhly  solution 
to  the  existing  difficulties.  Now  what  wax  that 
award?  It  was,  that  the  British  should  have  the 
country  north  of  the  St.  John  and  the  St.  Franci^t, 
and  that  we  should  have  Rouse's  Point.  This  was 
the'  whole  amount  of  the  award.  Not  an  inch  of 
territory  or  boundary  yielded  on  this  side  of  the 
St.  John  and  St.  Francis— not  a  cent  in  money  or 
territory,  as  a  compensation  for  Rouse's  Point  t 
AAer  tnis,  how  comes  it  that  a  belt  of  territory^ 
one  hundred  and  ten^lles  in  length,  is  yielded  on 
this  side  those  rivers't  How  comes  it  that  a. 
mountain  boundary,  one  hundred  and  fiAy  miles 
in  length,  is  yielded  opposite  Cluebecl  How  comes 
it  that  a  conventional  line  in  the  low  lands  of 
Maine  is  substituted  for  this  natural  frontier,  and 
so  guarded  as  to  be  kept  at  a  certain  distance  from 
Gtuebecl  And  how  comes  it  that  Rouse's  Point 
becomes  a  purchase  fh)m  Great  Britain^  for  which 
the  United  States  mustpay  half  a  million  to  Maine 
and  Massachuseitsi  Tnese  are  questions  to  which 
the  mind  instantly  reverts — updn  which  it  demands 
light;  and  npon  which  the  want  of  protocols  leaves  it 
entirely  in  the  dark.  The  British  Grovemment 
could  see  no  obstacle  to  harmony  but  the  non-com- 
pliance with  the  award:  they  could  see  no  solution 
to  the  difficulties  between  the  countries,  but  in  the 
execution  of  the  award.  Our  Secretary  negotiator 
has  found  another  solution;  and  that  is,  to  give  them 
double  as  much  as  the  award  gave,  and  pay  for 
Rouse's  Point  besides!  and  that,  after  rejectmg  the 
award  because  it  gave  too  much ! 

But  to  go  on  with  the  award,  and  President 
Jackson's  application  to  the  Senate  for  their  ad- 
vice and  consent  to  its  execution.  His  message, 
and  the  British  demand,  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations.  That  committee^ 
Mr.  Tazewell  being  the  chairman,  reported  in  fa- 
vor of  the  award.  But  the  report  was  opposed  and 
defeated;  and  even  a  proposition  for  opening  new 
negotiations  with  Great  Britain  shared  the  same 
fate.  The  party  in  the  Senate  (hen  in  opposition 
to  General  Jackson,  would  neither  execute  the 
award,  nor  treat  further  for  settling  the  line  with 
Great  Britain.*  Nothing  would  then  do  them,  but 
the  treaty  of  1783.  De/eated  in  the  Senate,  and 
still  anxious  to  execute  the  award,  President  Jack- 
son applied  himself  to  the  two  States  interested.  To 
overcome  their  opposition,  he  proposed  an  indem- 


*Th«  j(»umal8  of  the  tenate  pro^e  ihcae  Mat^men'p,  an<f  ju»* 
lice  to  Prraidrnt  jMCkaon  requirea  *heni  (o  be  known.  The  re* 
•oWe  of  Mr.  Tatewell  waa  in  theee  word^: 

**ife*olvtH,  That  the  Senate  do  advite  the  Pretittent  roeS' 
pre**  to  the  King  of  the  Netherlande  the  auent  of  the 
United  Statee  to  the  determination  made  by  Aim,  and  eon- 
sent  to  the  exfcufion  of  the eame." 

Thie  reroluiiCHn  w&a  defeaird  by  aide  blowa;  and  the  award 
being  ihua  fruatraied,  an  attempt  waa  nriade  in  the  Senate  to 
upen  new  negoiiaiiona  for  aettliog  the  boundary.  ThefoL 
lowing  waa  the  reaolaiioo  for  the  new  negotiationa,  and  the 
vote  upon  ita  adoption: 

"i^aaofved,  That  the  Senate  advite  the  Freaident  to  open  a 
new  negotiation  with  hia  Britannic  Majeaty'*  Government,  for 
the  aacenainment  of  the  bovndaiy  between  the  poaarasiona  if 
the  United  Slaiea  and  thoae  of  the  King  nf  Great  Biltain,  on  the 
Northeastern  froniipr  of  the  United  Siatea,  according  lo  tl.a 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783." 

Ybas— MessfB.  Benton,  Brown,  D^llaa.  Dickerson.  Dodley, 
Bills,  Grumly,  Hendricka,  lliil,  Hoimca^  Kane.  King,  ^angiim, 
Marcy,  Robinson,  Ruggica,  Smith,  tfprague,  Tazewell,  TipU  n, 
Troup,  White,  and  W|ilrina-23.  _       _ 

NAT8-Me«rn».  Bell,  Bibb,  Chamber*,  Clay,  aayion,  Fwirg, 

Pooip,  Frelinghuyaen.  ffayne,  Jobnainn,  Knicht,  Miller,  Moore, 

II  Naudain,   Polndezter.  Prrntiaa,  RobUina,  Beymourt  Sllabec, 

I  T«»mllnaon,  Ttlbr,  and  Wsb8TBb— 82. 

II  Not  being  two-thirdi  in  favor  of  the  reiolulloD,  it  waa  re. 
n  jMied. 
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nity  of  a  million  of  acres  of  good  land  in  Michi- 
ran.  The  indemnity  was  scouted.  Notbinc  would 
lo  bat  the  true  linet^the  trae  line  along  the  high- 


San.  The  indemnity  was  scouted.  Notbinc  would 
o  bat  the  true  linet^the  trae  line  along  the  high- 
lands !— and  that  by  the  4th  day  of  a  certain  July ! 


and  if  not  peaceably,  then  by  force!  And  in  this 
patriotic  and  warlike  ebullition,  the  negotiator  of 
this  treaty  boiled  hottest  and  lougest;  declaring 
loadly  that  he  would  clap  a  musket  upon  his  shoul- 
der, and  march  straight  to  the  northwest  comer  of 
]^7ova  Scotia  himself,  and  there  fight  for  the  line  of 
^,  After  all  this,  he  signed  this  treaty,  and  the 
process  by  which  this  revolution  was  effected  in 
his  mind  and  spirit,  so  desirable  to  be  known,  re- 
mains a  profound  secret  for  want  of  the  protocols. 
To  sohen  the  effect  of  this  inexplicable  sacri- 
fice, the  absard  pretext  of  sterile  ana  poor  land  is 
resorted  to.  Tnese  693  square  miles,  surrendered 
on  this  side  the  awarded  line,  are  depreciated  as 
Ymfit  fbr  cultivation.  If  so,  what  does  Great  Brit- 
aid  want  with  it,  except  for  a  purpose  more  valua- 
ble than  cultivation^  Why  is  poor  land  more  de- 
sirable to  her  tban  to  nsl  Why  does  she  want 
oar  poor  land,  (and  the  question  of  peace  or  war 
depend  upon  her  getting  it,)  unless  it  is  for  war 
purposes,  and  to  gain  a  military  advantage  over  us? 
And  here -let  me  say,  once  for  all,  that  it  is  but  a 
poor  compliment  to  American  intelligence  to  be 
taming  a  question  of  national  boundaries  into  a 
question  of  cornfields.  Every  child  knows  that  we 
want  mountains,  rivers,  rocKs,  and  deserts  for' the 
'  former— level  and  rich  land  for  the  hitter;  and  that 
the  nation  is  a  fool  that  thinks  of  acres  and  culti- 
vation, when  the  question  is  one  of  boundaries  and 
dominion. 

3.  The  establishment  of  ih%  low-land  boundary 
in  place  of  the  mountain  boundary,  and  parallel 
to  It.  This  new  line  is  110  miles  long.  It  is  on 
this  side  of  the  awarded  line— not  a  continuation  of 
it,  but  a  deflexion  from  it;  and  evidently  contrived 
for  the  purpose  of  weakening  our  boundary,  and 
retiring  it  further  from  Gluebec.  It  will  be  called 
in  history  the  Webster  line.  It  begins  oh  the 
awarded  line,  at  a  lake  in  the  St.  Francis  river; 
breaks  off  at  right  angles  to  the  south,  passes  over 
the  valley  of  the  St.  John  in  a  straight  line,  and 
CKQuidistant  from  that  river  and  the  mountain,  un- 
til it  reaches  the  northwest  branch  of  the  St.  John, 
when,  approaching  within  forbidden  distance  of 
Cluebec,  it  deflects  to  the  east;  and  then  holds  on 
its  course  to  the  gorge  in  the  mountain  at  the  head 
of  Metjarmeite  creek.  A  view  of  the  map  will 
show  the  character  of  this  new  line;  the  words  of 
the  treaty  show  how  cautiously  it  was  guarded; 
and  the  want  of  protocols  hides  its  paternity  from 
our  view.  The  cnaracter  of  the  line  is  apparent; 
and  it  requires  no  military  man,  or  military  woman, 
or  militanr  child,  to  say  to  whose  benefit  it  enures. 
A  man  of  any  sort— a  woman  of  any  kind— a  child 
tof  any  age— can  tell  that!  It  is  a  British  line, 
Vnade  for  the  security  of  duebec.  Follow  iLs  calls 
on  the  map,  and  every  eye  will  see  this  design. 
These  are  the  calls: 

''Beginoioff  at  the  outlec  of  the  Lake  Pohenagamook;  thence, 
MuthweitMly,  In  a  itralght  lioe  to  a  point  on  the  northwest 
branch  of  the  river  81.  John,  which  point  shall  be  ten  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  main  branch  of  the  St,  John,  in  a  straight  line, 
and  in  the  neareet  direction;  but  if  the  nid  point  shall  be  found 
to  be  lea  than  eeveu  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  sum- 
mit or  crest  of  the  highlands  that  divide  those  rivers  which 
empty  themeelves  into  the  river  0L  lawrence  from  those  which 
fall  into  the  river  8t.  John,  then  the  said  point  shall  be  made  to 
recede  down  the  mid  northwest  branch  of  the  river  St.  John,  to 
a  point  seven  miles  in  a  straight  line  from  the  said  summit  or 
crest;  thence^  in  a  straight  lioe,  in  a  course  about  south  eight 
degrees  west,  to  the  point  where  the  parallel  of  latitude  or  46 
deg.  26  min.  north  intersects  the  southwest  branch  of  the  St. 
John;  thence,  southerly,  by  the  said  branch,  to  the  source  there- 
of in  the  highlands  at  the  Metjarmetle portage." 

4.  The  surrender  of  the  mountain  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  on  the 
frontiers  of  Maine.  This  is  a  distinct  question 
from  the  surrender  of  territory.  Th6  latter  belong- 
ed lo  Maine:  the  former  to  the  United  States.  They 
were  national,  and  not  Stale  boundaries—establish- 
ed by  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  not  by  a  State 
law  or  an  act  of  Congress;  and  involving  all  the 
considerations  which  apply  to  the  attack  and  de- 
fence of  nations.  So  far  as  a  Slate  boundary  is  co- 
terminous with  another  Statp,  it  is  a  State  question 
and  may  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Slates  in- 
terestqj:  so  far  as  it  is  coterminous  with  a  foreign 
power,  it  is  a  national  question,  and  belongs  to  the 
national  authority.  A  State  cannot  be  permitted 
to  weaken  and  endanger  the  nation  by  dismem- 
bering herself  in  favdr  of  a  foreigner,  by  demol- 
ishing a  strong  frontier,  deliverinig  the  gates  and 
k^ys  of  a  country  into  the  hands  of  a  neighboring 
nauon,  and  giving  them  roads  and  passes  into^he 


country.  The  boundaries  in  question  were  na- 
tional, not  State;  and  the  consent  of  Maine,  even  if 
given,  availed  nothing.  Her  defence  belongs  to 
the  Union ;  is  to  be  made  by  the  blood  and  treas- 
ure of  the  Union ;  and  it  was  not  for  her,  even  if 
she  had  been  willing,  to  make  this  defence  more 
difficult,  more  costly,  and  more  bloody,  by  giving 
.up  the  strong,  and  substituting  the  weak  line  of 
defence.  Near  three  hundred  miles  of  this  strong 
national  frontier  have  been  surrendered  by  this 
treaty — being  double  as  much  as  was  given  up  by 
the  rejected  award.  The  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
although  on  the  list  of  British  generals,  and  in  the 

Eay  of  the  British  Crown,  was  a  man  of  too  much 
onor  to  deprive  us  of  the  commanding  mountain 
frontier  opposite  to  GLuebec;  and  besides,  Jackson 
would  have  scouted  the  award  if  he  had  attempt- 
ed it.  The  Kin?  only  gave  up  the  old  line  to  the 
north  of  the  head  of  the  St.  Francis  river;  and  for 
this  be  had  some  reason,  as  the  mountain  there 
subsided  into  a  plain,  and  the  ridge  of  the  high- 
lands (in  that  part)  was  difficult  to  follow:  our  nego- 
tiator gives  up  the  boundary  for  one  hundred  and 
fiftv  miles  on  this  side  the  head  of  the  St.  Francis, 
ana  without  pretext;  for  the  mountain  ridge  was  there 
three  thousaird  feet  high.  The  new  part  given  up, 
from  the  head  of  the  St.  Francis  to  Metjarmette 

Eortage,  is  invaluable  to  Great  Britain.  It  covers 
er  new  road  to  Gluebec,  removes  us  further  from 
that  city,  places  a  mountain  between  us,  and 
brings  her  mto  Maine.  To  coniprehend  the  value 
of  this  new  boundary  to  Great  Jaritain,  and  its  in- 
jury to  us,  it  is  only  necessary  lo  follow  it  on  a  map 
— to  see  its  form — know  its  height,  the  depth  of  its 
gorges,  and  its  rough  and  rocky  sides.  The  re- 
port of  Capt.  Talcott  will  show  its  character — 
three  thousand  feet  high:  any  map  will  show  its 
form.  The  gorge  at  the  head  of  tne  Meyarmette 
creek— a  water  of  the  Si.  Lawrence — is  made  the 
terminus  ad  ouem  of  the  new  conventional  lowland 
line:  beyoncl  that  goio^e,  the  mountain  barrier  is 
yielded  lo  Great  Britain.  -  Now,  take  op  a  map. 
Begin  at  the  head  of  the  Metjarmette  creeir,  within 
a  degree  and  a  half  of  the  New  Hampshire  line — fol- 
low the  mountain  north — ^see  how  it  bears  in  up- 
on Gluebec — approaching  within  two  marches  of 
that  great  city,  and  skirting  the  St.  Lawrence  lor 
some  hundred  miles.  All  this  is  given  up.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  this  boundary  is  given 
up  on  this  side  the  awarded  line;  and  the  country 
left  to  guess  and  womler  at  the  enormity  and  fatuity 
of  the  sacrifice.*  Look  at  the  new  military  road 
from  Halifax  to  Gluebec— that  part  of  it  which  ap- 
proaches Gluebec,  and  lies  between  the  mountain 
and  the  St.  Lawrence.  Even  by  the  awarded  line, 
this  road  was  forced  to  cross  the  mountain  at  or 
beyond  the  head  of  the  St.  li'rancis,  and  then  to  fol- 
low the  base  of  the  mountain  for  near  one  hundred 
mile«5,  with  all  the  disadvantages  of  crossing  the 
spu  rs  and'gorges  of  the  mountain,  and  the  creeks  and 
ravines,  and  commanded  in  its  whole  extent  by  the 
power  on  the  mountain.  See  how  this  is  changed 
by  the  new  boundary!  the  road  permitted  to  lake 
either  side  of  the  mountain — lo  cross  where  it 
pleases — and  covered  and  protected  in  its  whole  ex- 
tent by  the  mountain  heights,  now  exclusively  Brit- 
ish. Why  this  ftew  way,  and  this  security  for  the 
road,  unless  to  give  the  British  still  greater  advan- 
tages over  us  than  the  awarded  boundary  gavel 
A  palliation  is  attempted  for  it.  It  is  said  that  the 
mountain  is  unfit  for  cultivation;  that  ihe  line  along 
it  could  not  be  ascertained;  and  that  Maine  con- 
sented. These  are  the  palliations— insignificant  if 
true,  but  not  true  in  their  essential  parts.   And,  first, 

•  Mr.  Featheratonhaugh>  formerly  employed  by  the  Britiah 
Government  m  reaearchee  upon  thia  boundary,  ibuadiepiays 
the  milltanr  importance  of  ihe  new  boundary,  in  a  late  speech 

"The  treaty  of  1783  propoecd  to  eatalilitfh  the  boundary  be- 
twcen  the  two  countries  along  certain  higblande.  The  Ameri 
cans  claimed  these  highhtnds  to  run  in  a  northeasterly  direction 
from  the  head  of  the  Ckjnneciicut  river,  in  a  course  which 
would  hare  brought  ihe  boundary  wiihin  the  distance  of  twenty 
miles  fiom  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  which,  besides  cutUng 
off  the  poets  and  military  routes  leading  from  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick  (o  Quebec,  would  have  given  them  various 
military  positions  to  command  and  overawe  that  river  and  the 
fortress  of  Quebec 

"Now,  gentlemen,  If  you  will  divert  your  tttentton  for  a 
moment  from  the  conflicting  statements  you  may  have  read  in 
regard  to  the  merits  of  the  compromipe  which  has  been  made,  I 
will  explain  them  to  you  in  a  few  words.  The  A merican  claim, 
instead  or  being  maintained,  hasliecn  alloeether  withdrawn  and 
alandoned;  the  territory  has  been  divide*!  into  equal  moieties, 
as  nearly  as  possible;  we  have  retained  that  moiety  wl.ich  se* 
cures  to  us  every  object  that  was  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our 
colonies;  all  our  communications,  military  and  civil,  ore  for- 
ever placed  beyond  hostile  reach;  and  all  the  miliwry  positions 
JSil!?  *"«h**n?»  claimed  by  Americaare,  without  exception,  ae- 
cured  fofevar  to  Oreat  Britain.'* 


as  to  the  poverty  of  the  mountain,  and  the  slip  along 
their  base,  constitutine:  this  area  of  893  square  miles 
surrendered  on  this  side  the^warded  line:  Caniain 
Talcott  certifies  it  to  be  poor ^  and  unfit  for  cultiTa- 
tion.  I  say,  so  much  the  better  for  a  frontier.  As 
to  the  height  of  the  mountains,  and  the  difficulty  of 
finding  the  dividing  ridge,  and  the  necessity  of 
adopting  a  conventional  line:  I  say  all  this  has  no 
application  to  the  surrendered  boundaYy  on  ihissitie 
the  awarded  line  at  the  head  of  the  St,  Francis.  On 
this  side  of  that  point,  the  mountain  ridge  is  lofty, 
the  heights  attain  three  thousand  feet;  and  navi- 
gable rivers  rise  in  them,  and  flow  to  the  east  and 
to  the  west — lo  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic. 
Hear  Captain  Talcott,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Webster. 

"The  territory  within  the  lines  mentioned  by  you  eontaitm 
eight  hundred  and  ninety -three  s()oare  miles— eqa^  to  five  hna* 
dred  and  seventy  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Ii  is  a  long  nnd  narrow  tract  iippn  the  mountains  or  bighJaAds, 
the  dlsunce  from  Lake  Pohenagamoolc  to  the  M erjanoette  port- 
age beingt>nethundred  and  ten  miles.  Tne  territory  is  barren,  and 
without  timber  of  value;  and  I  should  eitimaie  that  nineteen 
parts  out  of  twenty  are  unfit  for  cultivation.  Along  eighty 
miles  of  this  lerritorv  the  highlands  throw  up  into  Irregular  em- 
inences of difl>!rent  heights,  and,  though  observing  a  general 
northeast  and  southwest  direction,  are  not  brooeht  well  into 
line.  Some  of  these  elevations  are  over  three  uiouaand  Sett 
above  the  sea. 

"The  formation  is  primitive  silicenus  rock,  with  slate  rest* 
ing  upon  it  around  the  basis.  Between  the.eminencea  are  mo- 
rasses and  swamps,  iliroughout  which  beds  of  moss,  of  luxuri- 
ant growth,  rest  on  and  cover  the  rocks  and  earth  beneath.  The 
growth  is  such  as  is  usual  in  mountain  regions  on  this  conti- 
nent in  high  latitudes.  On  some  of  the  ridges  and  eminences 
birch  and  maple  are  found;  on  others,  spruce  and  fir;  and  in 
the  swampB,  spruce,  intermixed  with  cedar;  but  the  wood  eve* 
ry  where  is  insignificaot,  and  of  stinted  growth.  It  will  readily 
be  seen,  therefore,  that  tor  cultivation,  or  as  capable  of  furoisfa 
ing  the  means  of  human  subsbtence,  the  lands  are  of  no  vaioe." 

This  letter  was  evidently  obtained  for  the  pur- 
pose of  depreciating  the  lost  boundary,  by  showing 
it  to  be  unfit  for  cultivation.  The  note  of  the  Scc- 
reiarv  negotiator  which  drew  it  forth  is  not  given, 
but  tne  answer  of  Captain  Talcott  shows  its  chai- 
acter,  and  its  date  (that  of  the  14th  of  July)  classes 
it  with  the  testimony  which  was  hunted  up  to  justi- 
fy a  foregone  conclusion.  The  letter  of  Captaia 
Talcott  is  good  for  the  Secretary's  purpose,  aod 
for  a  great  deal  more.  It  is  good  for  the  overthrow 
of  all  the  arguments  on  which  the  plea  for  a  con- 
ventional boundary  stood.  What  was  that  plea't 
Simply,  that  the  highlands  in  the  neighborhood  tjf 
the  northwest  comer  of  Mova  Scotia  could  not  be 
traced;  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  substitute  a 
conventional  line  in  their  place.  And  it  is  the  one 
on  which  the  award  of  the  Kin^  of  the  Netherlands 
turned,  and  was,  to  the  extent  of  a  part  of  his  a  ward, 
a  valid  one.  But  it  was  no  reason  for  the  Ameri- 
can Secretary  to  give  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
of  mountain  line  on  this  side  of  the  awarded  line, 
where  the  highlands  attained  three  thousand  feet  of 
elevation,  and  turned,  navigable  rivers  to  the  right 
and  leA.  Lord  Ashburton,  in  his  letter  of  the  13th 
of  June,  commences  with  this  idea:  that  the  high- 
lands described  in  the  treaty  could  not  be  found, 
and  had  been  so  admitted  by  American  statesmen, 
and  quotes  their  declaralions.    He  says: 

'in  the  Year  1902,  Mr.  Mddison,  at  that  time  Secreury  of 
StaieYor  the  United  ^tateii,  in  his  instructions  to  Mr.  Rufv 
King. observed  that  the  diOicuity  in  fixing  the  nortJbwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia  'arises  from  a  reference  in  the  treaty  of  1783  to 
highlands  which,  it  is  now  found,  have  no  definite  ea^nce.' 
And  he  siiggesis  the  appointment  of  a  commission,  to  be  jolotiv 
appoin ledj^  Mo  determine  on  a  jBoi'ni  most  propel  to  be  tt^m- 
tuted  for  the  description  in  article  II  or  ih«  treaty  of  1733:' 
Again:  Mr.  President  Jefierson,  in  a  message  to  Congresi  oa  the 
ITth  of  October,  1803,  stated  that  *a  further  knowledge  of  the 
ground  in  the  northeasiern  and  northwestern  angles  of  the  Vni* 
ted  States  has  evinced  that  the  boundaries  established  by  die 
treaty  of  Paris,  between  the  Bri'ish  territories  and  otui^  io 
those  points,  were  too  imperfectly  -described  to  be  suscepti- 
ble ofezecutlon.'" 

Here  it  is  very  clear  that  it  is  not  the  line  itself, 
in  its  whole  extent,  between  Canada  and  Maine, 
that  cannot  be  fix^d  for  want  of  finding  these  high- 
lands; but  merely  the  northeastern  comer,  as  deter- 
mined by  the  northwestern  corner  of  Nova  Scotia. 
This  idea,  sufficiently  clear  in  the  few  words  quoted 
from  Mr.  Madison,  becomes  jjiill  more  so  when  we 
refer  to  the  whole  paragraph  in  his  letter  of  June 
8, 1802,  to  Mr.  Rufus  King.  In  that  paragraph  he 
says: 

"In  fixine  the  point  at  which  the  line  is  to  tenniDate,  (the 
doenortb  line  from  the  head  of  the  SuCrolz  to  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  waters  of  ihe  Bt.  Lawrence  from  those  of  die 
Atlantic,)  and  which  Is  referred  to  as  the  north we«t  comer  of 
N^vB  0cotia,  the  diflicultv  arises  from  a  reference  of  the  tiesiy 
of  1783  t'j  the  M^hlanas,  ^hich,  it  is  now  found,  have  no 
definite  existence.  To  remove  this  difficulty,  no  better  ezpedi- 
rni  orr.ura  than  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  third  com- 
mitvicner,  as  in  article  6  of  the  treaty  pf  1794;  and  to  aatbornt 
the  iliree  to  determine  on  a  point  most  proper  to  be  substituted 
for  the  description  in  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  karing 
due  regard  to  the  general  idea  that  the  Une  ought  to  term- 
note  on  the  eUvted  ground  dividing  the  riven  faUing  snU 
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tka  Atlantic  frtm  thM4  emptying  tAem$ctve9  into  the  SL 
lAU>rene9.  The  commiOTioners  max  ol*o  ^  auiborized  to 
foiMtiuie  r>r  ibe  de»cr1p(fun  of  the  boundary  between  the 
flOini  ao  fixed,  and  the  n«irihwfaternmott  head  of  the€onnecli« 
cot  rirer,  numeiy,  a  line  drawn  along  the  eaid  highlands f 
inch  a  refeiance  to  iotannediaia  source*  ol'  riven,  or  viher 
afceitatoed or aacortainable  i^ointa^  lobe  connected  bv  Btralght 
lioea  M  wiU  admit  of  ea#j  and  accurate  execution  hereafter, 
and  n  will  brat  coinpott  with  the  apparent  intention  of  the 
ln«iyofl783."'  "^ 

From  this  Aall  qaotation  of  Mr.  Madison's  letter, 
jt  is  siiU  more  clear  ihai^  in  Lord  Ashbarton's 
DOte-'l.  That  the  part  at  which  the  treaty  could 
not  be  executed,  for  want  of  finding  highlands,  was 
the  ptfinl  to  be  constituted  by  the  intersection  of  the 
due-north  lin«  from  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix  with 
the  Uxe  drawn  along  the  highlands.    2.  That  this 
fififU  might  be  substituted  by  a  conventional  one 
agreed  npon  by  the  three  commissioners.    3.  That 
from  Ibis  fmiU^  so  agreed  upon,  the  line  was  to  go 
to  the  kighlaMdSy  and  to  follow  them  wherever  they 
coold  he  ascertained,  to  the  head  of  the  Connecticut 
river.    This  is  the  clear  sense  of  Mr.  Madison's 
letter  and  Mr.  Jefferson's  message;  and  it  is  to  be 
very  eareless  to  con  found  this  point  T  which  they 
admitted  to  be  dubious,  for  want  of  iiighlands  at 
that  place)  with  the  Hiu  itself,  which  was  to  run 
aear  300  miles  on  the  elevations  of  a  mountain 
naehing  8.00O  feet  high.    The  King  of.  the  Neth- 
eriands  took  a.  great  liberty  with  this  poini  when 
he  brought  it  to  the  St.  John  riven  our  Secretary- 
negotiator  took  a  far  greater  liberty  with  it  when 
he  hroDght  it  to  the  head  of  the  Metjarmette  creek; 
for  it  is  only  at  the  head  of  this  creek  that  our  line 
under  the  new  trea^  begins  to  climb  the  highlands. 
The  King  of  the  Netherlands  had  some  apology 
for  his  conventional  pairU  and  conventional  line  to 
the  head  of  the  St.  Francis — for  the  highlands  were 
sank  into  table-land  where  the  point  ought  to  be, 
and  which  was  the  terminus  a  quo  of  his  conven- 
tional line:  tmt  our  negotiator  had  no  apology  at  all 
for  turning  this  conventional  line  sooth,  and  ex- 
tending it  110  miles-  through  the  level  lands  of 
Maine,  when  the  mountain  highlands  were  all 
along  in  sight  to  the  west.    It  is  impossible  to  plead 
the  difficulty  ot  finding  the  highlands  for  this  sub- 
stitution of  the  lowland  boundary,  in  the  whole  dis- 
tance from  the  head  of  the  St.  Francis,  where  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands  fixed  the  ctimmencement 
of  our  mountain  line,  to  the  head  of  the  Metjar- 
mette, where  our  Secretary  fixed  its  commence- 
ment.   Lord  Ashburton's  quotation  from  Mr.  Mad- 
ison's letter  is  partial  and  incomplete:  he  quotes 
what  answers  his  purpose,  and  is  justifiable  in  so 
doing.    But  what  must  we  think  of  our  Secretary- 
negotiator,  who  neglected  to  quote  the  remainder 
of  that  letter,  and  show  that  it  was  a  conventional 
pointy  and  not  a  conventional  line^  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son and  Mr.  Madison  proposed^  and  that  this  con- 
ventional point  was  merely  to  fix  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  where,  in  fact,  there  were  no 
highlands;  after  which,  the  line  was  to  proceed  to 
the  elevated   ground    dividing  the   waters,  &c., 
and  then  ibllow  the  highlands  to  the  head  of  the 
Connecti<^m1    Why  did  our  Secretary  omit  this 
correction  of  the  British  minister's  quotation,  and 
thus  enable- him  to  use  American  names  against  US'? 

The  consent  of  Maine  is  the  next  palliation  for 
this  great  sacrifice;  and  here  1  have  to  repeat  that, 
even  if  such  consent  had  been  given,  it  would  sig- 
nify nothing.  The  boundaries  in  question  are  not 
State,  but  national:  they  nre  not  in  the  custody  of 
Maine,  but  of  the  whole  Union  But  Maine  did  not 
consent.  She  was  victimized  into  conditional  $ub> 
mission  by  the  artsaiid  arguments  of  the  Secretary 
negotiator !  And  here  the  strangest  part  of  this 
inexplicable  negotiation  opens  itself  to  our  view. 
The  consent  of  Maine  I  What  was  that  consent'! 
How  obtainedl  And  how  usedl  She  is  said  to 
have  consented  to  this  great  dismemKrment  of  her 
territory;  surrender  of  her  natural  boundaries: 
the  establishment  of  new  boundaries  within  her  ola 
and  natural  limits;  and  the  consolidation  of  the  Brit- 
ish military  and  naval  power  around  her  and  with- 
in her.  Txi  all  this  she  is  said  to  have  assented; 
and  this  is  the  short  answer  which  is  given  for 
the  enormous  sacrifices  she  has  been  made  to  suf- 
fer. Did  she  consenti  No  more  than  the  victim 
consents  to  its  execution,  because  it  walks,  instead 
of  being  dragged,  to  the  scaffold!  Isolated  from 
her  sister  States— from  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire. Vermont,  New  York,  and  Michigan— all 
of  which  were  ctsnciliated  in  favor  of  the  treaty; 
pressed  upon  by^her  own  Government,  which  pre- 
sented the  British  proposition,  and  urged  its  accept- 
ance; informed  h^r  that  nothing  better  could  be  ex- 
pected; warned  her  that  this  might  be  the  last 
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thance  for  settling  the  question  by  agreementj  pre- 
sented her  as  the  sole  obstacle  to  the  peace  and 
happiijess  of  two  great  nations:>-th  us  isolated,  urged, 
and  menaced,  the  Maine  commissioners  so  far  as- 
sented as  to  agree  to  the  sacrifice,  upon  condition 
that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  mature 
consideration,  should  advise  and  consent  to  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty.  The  whole  question  was  refer- 
red to  our  mature  consideration:  and  yet,  no  sooner 
was  conditional  consent  and  reference  to  us  obtain- 
ed, than  the  full  and  absolute  consent  of  Maine  was 
heralded  forth  to  forestal  the  public  mind— to  silence 
Maine  herself;  and  is  now  incontinently  repeated  on 
this  floor,  to  preclude  our  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. That  1  state  this  conditional  consent  cor- 
rectly, I  will  show  by  presenting  it  to  the  Senate. 
Ai^er  slating  that  it  was  this,  or  nothing;  that 
Massachusetts  had  assented;  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment was  anxious;  that  it  was  the  last  chance, 
and  so  on, — the  Maine  commissioners  proceed  to 
say: 

'Tliua  situated,  the  rommiMtoners  of  Maine,  invoking  the 
•pirit  of  actachmcni  and  patrloiic  devotion  of  ih^ir  State  to  the 
Union,  and  being  willing  to  yield  to  tht  deliberatt  comic- 
tione  of  her  eiotar  States  w  to  the  path  of  du.y,  and  lo  inter- 
poeo  no  obstacles  to  an  adjiistineni  vfich  t\w  general  jtufg- 
ment  of  the  nation  shall  prononnce  as  honorable  und  expedient, 
even  if  that  Judgment  shall  lead  lo  a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  (he 
birthright  of  ilie  peoftle  of  their  Stare,  and  ptized  Ity  them  be> 
cause  it  is  their  birthrighu — have  deiei  mined  to  overcome  th*  ii 
objections  to  the  proptisal,  so  far  as  tosay^  that  if,  upon  mo* 
iure  consideration,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ahall  ad- 
vise and  consent  to  the  ratification  qfa  trea  y,  corresponding 
in  its  terms  with  your  proposcit,  and  wiih  itie  connitioos  in 
our  meuioraodum  uccompanyini:  this  note,  (marked  A,)  and 
identified  by  our  siafnatures,  ihey,  by  virtue  nf  the  power  veeced 
in  them  by  the  resol  ves  of  the  Legislainre  of  Maine,  give  the  as> 
aentofihat  State  to  such  conveniiooal  line,  with  the  terms,  con- 
diiioQs,  and  equivalents  herein  mentioned." 

And  this  is  her  consent !  Pressed  by  the  Presi" 
dent  of  the  United  States — ^pressed  bv  the  Ameri- 
can negotiator — menaced— *Rbandonea  by  her  moth- 
er State — ^ifolated  from  other  States — ^presented  as 
sole  obstacle  to  the  general  peace — warned  that  it 
was  the  last  chance:  thus  situated,  this  devoted 
State  so  far  subdues  herself  as  to  say,  through  her 
commissioners,  that  she  submits  to  the  sacrifice,  if, 
upon  mature  consideration,  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  approve  it.  And  no  sooner  is  this 
reluctant,  painful,  conditional  assent  to  the  decision 
of  the  Senate  obtained  from  Maine,  than  it  is  pro- 
claimed as  free  and  unonalified  acquiescence !  and 
the  Senate,  and  the  whole  Union,  are  required  to  ap- 
prove the  treaty,  because  Maine  had  approved  it! 
This  is  adding  insult  to  injury,  and  serving  the 
Senate  but  litile  more  fairly  than  Maine  herself 
has  been  served.  The  part  which  the  Secretary 
negotiator  has  acted  in  bringing  things  to  this  pass; 
his  arts  and  his  arguments  in  victimizing  a  State 
which  he  should  have  defended;  his  wonderful 
change  since  the  rejection  of  the  award — all  these 
beioni^to  my  general  objections  to  the  treaty,  and 
will  be  exammed  in  another  part  of  my  speech. 
At  present,  I  limit  myself  to  showing  that  Maine 
did  not  consent  to  the  wrong  which  was  done  to 
her,  and  done  to  the  United  States  but  made  that 
consent  dependent  and  conditional  on  the  judgment 
of  the  Senate,  a  Her  mature  consideration. 

I  do  not  argue  the  question  of  title  to  the  territory 
and  boundaries  surrendered.  That  work  has  been 
done  in  the  masterly  report  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Buchanan,]  and  in  the  resolve 
of  the  Senate,  unanimously  adopted,  which  sanc- 
tioned it.  That  report  and  that  resolve  were  made 
and  adopted  in  the  year  1838— j-even  years  after  the 
award  of  the  Kins:  of  the  Netherlands — and  vindi- 
cated our  title  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  disputed 
territory.  AOer  this  vindication,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  argue  the  question  of  title.  1  remit  that  task  to 
abler  and  more  appropriate  hands — to  the  author  of 
the  report  of  1838.  It  will  be  for  him  to  show  the 
clearness  of  our  title  under  the  treaty  of  1783— how 
it  was  admitted  in  Mr.  Jay*s  treaty  of  1794,  in  Mr. 
Lision's  correspondence  of  17w,  in  Mr.  King's 
treaty  of  1803,  in  Mr.  Monroe's  treaty  of  1807,  and 
in  the  conferences  at  Ghent— where,  after  the  late 
war  had  shown  the  value  of  a  military  communi- 
cation between  Gluebec  and  Halifax,  a  variation  of 
the  line  was  solicited  as  a  favor,  by  the  British 
commissioners,  to  establish  that  communication.  It 
will  be  for  him  also  to  show  the  progress  of  the 
British  claim,  from  the  solicited  favor  of  a  road,  to 
the  assertion  of  title  to  half  the  lerritonr  and  all 
the  mountain  frontier  of  Maine;  and  it  will  further 
be  for  him  to  show  how  he  is  deserted  now  by  those 
who  i'tood  by  him  then.  It  will  be  for  him  to  ex- 
pose! the  fatal  blunder  at  Ghent,  in  leaving  our 
question  of  title  to  the  arbitration  of  a  European 


sovereign,  instead  of  confiding  the  marking  of  the 
line  to  tnree  commissioners,  as  proposed  in  all  the 
previous  treaties,  and  agreed  to  in  several  of  them. 
To  him,  also,  it  will  belong  to  Expose  the  contra- 
diction between  rejecting  the  award  for  adopting 
a  conventional  line,  and  giving  up  part  of  the  tei- 
ritory  of  Maine;  and  now  negotiating  a  treat v 
which  adopts  two  conventional  hues,  gives  up  all 
that  the  award  did,  and  more  too,  and  a  mountain 
frontier  besides;  and  then  pays  money  for  Rou.<^e's 
Point,  which  came  to  us  without  money  under 
the  award.  It  will  be  for  him  to  do  these  things. 
For  what  purposet  someone  will  say.  I  answer, 
for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  our  honor,  our  in- 
telligence, and  our  good  faith,  in  all  this  afiair  with 
Great  Britain;  for  the  pnrpose  of  showing  how  we 
are  wronged  in  character  and  in  rights  by  this 
treaty;  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  siiiiil-ir 
wrongs  and  blundersin  time  to  come.  Maine  uuiy 
be  dismembered,  and  her  boundaries  lost,  and  a 
great  military  power  established  on  three  aides  of 
her;  but  the  Columbia  is  yet  to  be  saved  !  There 
we  have  a  repetition  of  the  Northeastern  comedy  of 
errors  on  our  part,  and  of  groundless  pretension  on 
the  British  part,  growing  up  from  a  petition  for 
joint  possession  for  fishing  and  hunting,  to  an  a.s- 
sertion  of  title  and  threat  of  war;  this  ground- 
less pretension  dignified  into  a  claim  by  tb^  lam- 
entable blunder  of  the  convention  of  London  in 
1818.  We  may  save  the  Columbia  by  showing  the 
folly,  or  worse,  which  has  dismembered  Maine. 

I  proceed  with  the  enumeration  and  considera- 
tion of  the  American  concessions  to  the  British. 

6.  The  navigation  of  the  St.  John  within  the 
limits  of  the  Stale  of  Maine.  This  results  from 
the  new  line— the  Webster  line^which  brings  the 
British  into  the  valley  of  the  St.  Jobn,o(^  the  upper 
part  of  that  river,  and  this  side  of  the  awaraed 
line.  The  privilege  of  navigation  is  granted  to 
the  new  neighbors  which  this  IJne  gives  to  Maine; 
and  may  be  considered  as  a  se't-ofi'to  the  naviga- 
tion granted  below  to  the  inhabitants  of  Maine 
where  the  river  is  exclusively  within  the  British 
dominions.  It  is  navigation  against  navigation^ 
and  deprives  the  privilege  granted  to  Maine  of  the 
benevolent  and  meritorious  character  claimed  for 
it.  We  gram  as  much  navigation  as  we  receive, 
with  the  superaddition  of  a  territorial  right  of  way 
to  the  river  where  it  is  exclusively  within  our 
limits;  a  right  which  is  denied  to  us  where  the 
river  is  wholly  M'ithin  the  British  limits. 

7.  The  territorial  rieht  of  way  granted  to  these 
new  neighbors  to  cross  tne  Webster  line,  and  travel 
over-land  to  the  upper  St.  John,  to  eniov  their  nav- 
igation within  the  exclusive  limits  of  Maine.  It  is 
a  privilege  of  no  mean  value,  being  new  in  prin- 
ciple, extensive  in  territory,  and  not  reciprocated 
by  a  similar  privilege  to  the  inhabitants  of  Maine 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  On  this  lower  part 
the  settlements  of  Maine  skirt  the  St.  John  for 
one  hundred  miles,  often  approaching  within  five 
or  ten  miles  of  it.  It  wQpld  be  very  convenient  to 
these  settlements  to  cfoss  the-  British  line,  and  go 
straight  to  the  river;  but  this  advantage  is  denied 
them.  They  must  get  to  the  river  by  water,  of 
which  there  is  but  one  channel  (the  Aroostook;)  or 
they  must  enter  above,  where  the  river  is  a  mutual 
boiindary,  and  from  which  they  will  have  the  exer* 
cise  of  carrying  round,  or  pitching  their  saw-logs 
over,  a  second  Niagara  falls,  eighty  feet  in  the  per- 
pendicular plunge.  The  British  on  the  Webster 
line  are  to  have  this  privilege  of  over-land  transit 
to  and  from  the  river,  where  it  is  within  the  exclu- 
sive dominion  of  Maine;  and  that,  to  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  line — one  himdred  and  ten  miles.  Re- 
ciprocity would  have  required  a  similar  privilege 
to  the  Maine  people  below.  Not  having  received 
it,  this  territorial  right  of  way  becomes  a  gratui- 
tous concession,  as  important  for  its  principles  and 
consequences  as  for  its  novelty  and  inequality. 

8.  The  sum  of  $300,000  to  be  paid  to  Maine  and 
Masjtachusetts  for  their  territorial  losses  under  the 
treaty.  This  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States, 
and  is  a  concession  most  lamely  and  impotently 
accounted  fbr  bv  the  American  negotiator.  The 
want  of  protocols  deprives  us  of  a  knowledge  of  its 
history.  We  only  find  it,  for  the  first  time,  in  its 
full-grown  form,  in  the  leUer  of  the  United  States 
negotiator  of  the  l&th  of  July  totlie  commissioners 
of  Maine,  where  it  appears  as  an  equivalent  for 
British  concessions.  Speaking  of  it  m  this  sense, 
our  Secretary  says: 

"These  cewfoiw  on  the  part  of  Bnclatd  would  enure  partly 
lo  the  benefit  of  the  Stateeof  New  Hamt  ahlre,  Vermont,  and 
New  Vork,  but  principailv  io'Jhe  Uaited  Butea.  The  consider- 
ation on  the  part  of  Bnrw^'i  f<>f  making  than,  would  be  the 
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manner  agreed  apbn  for  adjusting  the  Elastem  boundary.  The 
price  of  the  cenion,  therefore,  whatever  U  might  be,  would  in 
faimeai  belong  to  the  two  States  interested  in  the  manner  of  that 
aunustinent. 

^tfnder  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  I  am  authorized 
to  say,  that  if  the  commimioners  of  the  two  States  assent  to  the 
line  as  described  in  the  acconntmoying  paper,  the  United  States 
will  undertake  to  pay  to  these  States  the  sunt  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thouaaod^Uars,  [increased  to  three  hundred  thousand 
<dollar8,}  to  be  divided  between  them  In  equal  moieties;  and,  also, 
to  undbrtalce  for  the  settlement  and  payment  of  the  expenses  In- 
curred by  those  Slates,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  pone; 
^nd,  also,  for  a  survey  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  maice.f' 

This  is  the  brief  history  of  this  strange  item — an 
item  strange  in  itself,  and  coming  to  us  in  a  strange 
WAy,    We  find  it  in  the  proposition  made  by  the 
Americaa  negotiator,  in  tne  name  of  his  Govern- 
ment, to  the  commissioners  of  Maine:  Lord  Ash- 
burton  (for  aught  that  is  seen)  having  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  We  find  it  as  an  American  proposition;  and 
an  inconceivable  one  it  is.     Maine  ana  Massachu- 
setts lose  3,207,800  acres  of  land!     Great  Britain 
gets  it !  and  the  United  States  pa3r  for  it !    How 
make  the  United  States  paymaster  in  a  case  where 
she  was  receiving  nothing,  and  where  she  was  los- 
ing the  invaluable  national  boundaries  established 
.  by  the  treaty  of 'SSI  How  do  thisl  By  what  leger- 
demaint    The  Secretary  negotiator  says  it  is  for 
cessions  on  the  part  of  England,  which  enure  partly 
to  the  benefit  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and 
New  York,  and  partly  to  the  United  States;  and 
also  as  a  consideration  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain for  adjusting  the  Northeastern  boundary.    Ad- 
justment of  boundary !  What  a  delicate  phrase  for 
ihe  demolition  of  the  great  boundaries  purchased 
for  us  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  Revolution- 
anr  war !    But  the  cessions  enure  partly  to  the  ben* 
ent  of  the  United  States;  and  thus,  being  partly 
benefited,  she  must  pay  all  the  money.      But  how 
this  benefif^    What  these  cessionsl  and  how  enure 
to  the  national  benefiti  What  are  they?  Not  Rouse's 
Point;  for  that  belongs  to  New  York,  and  must  be 
purchased  from  that  State  if  wanted  by  the  United 
States.    But  why  pay  Great  Britain  for  Rouse's 
Point?   The  award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 
^ve  it  to  us  without  pay,  and  we  would  not  have 
It.    It  has  been  a  derelict  these  iwenty-five  years, 
neither  the  United  States  nor  Great  Britain  touch- 
ing it.    Why  this  sudden  value  in  the  eyes  of  those 
who  repulsed  it  when  given  by  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands?      The  same  of  the  slips  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont.    They  belong  to  those 
States.    Not  an  inch  of  their  soil  enures  to  the  ben- 
efit of  the  United  States.     It  is  not  public  land,  but 
State  property,  which  they  constitute;  and  we  have 
nothing  to  ao  with  them.    Besides,  they  are  not 
cessions.    They  are,  and  always  have  been,  and 
forever  would  be,'  the  property  of  the  States  within 
whose  revolutionary  ooundaries  they  lie.    Great 
Britain  would  not  receive  them  as  a  gift,  much 
less  demand  money  for  their  sale.    No.  sir,  no. 
This  mystification  will  not  do.    The  United  States 
becomes  paymaster  in  a.  case  where  she  receives 
nothing — where  Great  Britain  gains— and  where 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  lose.     This  is  the  short 
and  the  long  of  the  story:  and  the  t^00,000  is  put 
into  the  treaty  to  coerce  Congress  to  pay  it.    If  not 
to  coerce  Congress,  why  put  it  there?    It  is  an  ugly 
interposition  of  a  foreign  Government  between  the 
€k)  vemment  of  the  Union  and  a  couple  of  its  mem- 
bers; and  if  not  put  there  for  coercion,  why  is  it  put 
there?     The  equal  division  of  this  money  between 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  is  another  awkward  cir- 
cumstance: they  divide  equally  while  selling  une- 
qually.   Massachasetts  sells  nothing  but  land  which 
she  wished  to  sell:  Maine  parts  with  land  against 
her  will— parts  withjurisdiction— parts  with  bound- 
aries—parts with  cherished  and  long  defended  ob- 
jects—and parts  from  all  with  grief  and  shame, 
and  under  the  duresse  of  actual  moral  and  menaced 
physical  force  from  two  powerful  Governments. 
And,  after  all  thi8|she  divides  equally  with  Massa- 
chusetts, who  only,  sells  what  she  wLshes  to  sell,  and 
with  the  advantage  of  selling  to  a  sovereign  ready- 
money  purchaser  m  the  ma^,instead  of  doling  out  the 
acres  in  driblets,  and  on  credits,  to  private  individ- 
uals.   One  thing  only  is  clear  in  this  inexplicable 
transaction;  and  that  is,  that  Maine  and  the  United 
Slates  are  losers,  and  Massachusetts   and   Great 
Britain  gainers. 

9.  The  sum  of  about  |300,000  to  be  paid  to 
Maoachusetts  and  Maine  for  their  expenses  in  de- 
fending the  disputed  territory  against  Great  Britain. 
This  is  an  article  more  strange  than  the  other  to 
find  a  place  in  the  treaty.  If  right  to  pay  it,  it 
should  have  rested  on  the  faith  of  Congress  if 
wrong,  it  is  made  worse,  by  being  put  in  a  treaty 
'>reign  power.    It  is  a  dangen>us  practice 
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/in  confederacies lo  have  foreign  powers  interposing 
I  between  the  confederacy  and  its  members.  Pay- 
'  ments  to  States  for  expenditures  in  their  proper  de- 
fence is  a  domestic  concern,  and  a  legislative  ques- 
tion. It  belongs  to  our  own  authorities,  and  to  the 
legiiilative  department  of  those  authorities.  If 
these  S200,000,  thus  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  Maine 
and  Massachusetts  were  for  military  expenses, 
properly  incurred  in  their  own  defence  through 
the  neglect  or  default  of  the  "General  Gk) vemment, 
the  question  of  reimbursement  would  still  be  one 
of  exclusive  legislative  consideration.  It  would 
address  itself  to  Congress.  But  it  is  not  even  a 
question  of  that  kind,  but  of  police  and  surveying 
expenses.  The  treaty  says,  vaguely,  for  proiectinff 
the  disputed  territory,  and  making  a  survey  thereof: 
the  correspondence  explains  this  protection  to  be 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  civil  posse,  and  for  a  sur- 
vey necessary  to  be  made.  Congress  itself  cannot 
pay  States  for  maintaining  civil  posses  and  making 
surveys.  It  must  be  for  defence  against  invasion 
or  insurrection.  This  is  the  Constitution;  and  the 
treaty-making  power  is  not  above  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  subordinate  to  it.  The  supremacy  of  the 
treaty  is  not  over  the  Constitution,  but  over  the  sub- 
jects falling  within  the  scope  of  that  power.  It  is 
for  Congress  to  say  whether  a  case  has  occurred  to 
authorize  Maine  and  Massachusetts  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  expenses  incurred  in  resisting  invasion. 
The  treaty-making  power  has  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
and  it  is  an  invasion  of  the  legislative  power  to  put 
it  into  a  treaty.  In  the  light  of  a  civil  posse  and  a 
survey,  Congress  itself  cannot  pay  these  $200,000. 
The  President,  the  Senate,  and  Clueen  Victoria 
cannot  extend  our  Constitution,  or  bind  the  Con- 
gress to  pass  unconstitutional  acts.  The  payment 
of  this  sum  for  a  civil  posse  and  a  survey,  unjusti- 
fiable in  itself,  become^  aggravated  by  this  uncon- 
stitutional attempt  to  control  and  coerce  Congress. 
It  was  evidently  put  in  ibr  that  purpose,  and  should 
be  struck  from  the  treaty.  It  is  a  question  for 
legislation,  and  not  for  diplomacy;  and  Lord  Ash- 
burton  evidently  looks  to  this,  in  his  ultimate  note, 
washing  his  hands  of  all  these  payments  to  Maine 
and  Massachusetts. 

10.  The  naval  alliance  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade.  This  alliance  is  a  part  of  the  treaty, 
and  evidently  an  indissoluble  part  of  it.  The  mo- 
tion to  strike  it  out  is  to  be  resisted;  and  is  already 
resisted  as  a  motion  to  destroy  the  treaty,  'to  prevent 
its  ratification  by  Great  Britain,  and  as  exposing 
us  to  war  with  that  power.  All  this  is  an  admis- 
sion that  the  treaty  is  a  unit;  that  the  alliance  is  a 
j^art  of  it;  and  that  this  alliance  cannot  be  refused 
without  exciting  the  resentment  of  Great  Britain. 
I  do  not  discuss  the  merits  of  this  alliance  at  pres- 
ent; a  proper  time  will  be  found  for  that  discus- 
sion when  I  come  to  the  article  which  stipulates  for 
the  naval  co  operation.  At  present,  I  onfy  mention 
it  as  one  of  the  considerations  M'hich  make  up  the 
price  which  we  pay  for  the  treaty,  as  one  of  the 
American  concessions  and  equivalents,  and  there- 
fore proper  to  be  enumerated  in  the  catalogue  of 
grants  and  sacrifices  on .  our  part.  I  shall  move 
to  strike  it  out,  both  as  wrong  in  itself,  and  as  being 
in  a  wrong  place,  even  if  it  was  right. 

11.  The  diplomatic  alliance  for  remonstrances 
with  foreign  Governments  Which  still  admit  the 
trade  in  African  slaves.  This  is  an  undertaking 
of  the  same  character  with  the  naval  alliance, 
subject  to  the  same  remarks,  as  an  American  con- 
sideration for  making  the  treaty;  and  only  men- 
tioned* now,  for  the  sake  of  enunaeration  in  the  list 
of  our  grants  and  equivalents.  Its  merits  will  be 
discussed  under  the  proper  head. 

12.  The  delivery  of  fugitive  criminals.  This 
stipulation  is  another  of  the  American  concessions 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain.  The  design  of  it  is  to 
get  hold  of  fugitive  "rebels"  from  Canada,  under  the 
pretext  of  getting  hold  of  fugitives  from  justice.  The 
design  is  political,  thous^h  cloaked  with  the  name  of 
justice;  and  though  equal  in  its  terms,  is  unequal  in  its 
operation.  Fugitive  American  slaves  will  not  be 
given  up;  fugitive  British  subjects  will  be.  Our  slaves 
will  stili  be  enticed  into  Canada  by  the  honors,  the  re- 
wards, and  the  protection  which  await  them  there; 
and  I  only  mention  this  fugitive  stipulation  now, 
as  one  of  our  concessions  to  Great  Britain,  and 
one  to  which  late  events  in  Canada  have  given  great 
importance.  I  will  discuss  it  when  I  come  to  the  lOth 
article. 

Such  is  the  catalogue,  and  such  the  comparative 
value  of  the  grants  and  equivalents  (as  tney  are 
called  by  our  negotiator)  which  are  made  biy  this 
treaty.     It  is  a  long  and  heavy  list  on  the  part  J 


of  the  United  States— a  short  and  a  light  one 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  So  far  as  the  Maine 
boundary  is  concerned,  I  have  no  more  to  say;  but 
the  other  parts  of  the  treaty — what  it  contains — what 
it  omits — the  general  objections  to  it — and  the  va- 
rious questions  which  arise  upon  the  correspond- 
ence,—all  these  demand  attention,  and  I  proceed  to 
give  it. 

The  suppression  of  the  African  slave4rad§  is  the 
second  subject  included  in  the  treaty;  and  here  the  re- 
gret renews  itself  at  the  absence  of  all  the  customary 
lights  upon  the  origin  and  projgress  oftreaty  stipula- 
tions. No  minutes  of  conference;  no  protocols;  no 
draughts  or  counterdraughts;  no  diplomatic  notes; 
not  a  word  of  any  kind  from  one  negotiator  to  the 
other.  Nothing  in  relation  to  the  subject,  in  the 
shape  of  negotiation,  is  communicated  to  u&  Even 
the  section  of  the  correspondence  entitled  "Sup- 
pression of  the  sLave'irade^* — even  this  section  pro- 
fessedly devoted  to  ihe  subject,  contains  not  a  syl- 
lable upon  it  from  the  negotiators  to  each  other, 
or  to  their  Governments;  but  opens  and  closes  with 
communications  itom  American  naval  officers, 
evidently  extracted  from  them  by  the  American 
negotiator,  to  justify  the  forthcoming  of  precon- 
ceived and  foregone  conclusions.  Never  since 
the  art  of  writing  was  invented  could  there  have 
been  a  treaty  of  such  magnitude  negotiated  with 
such  total  absence  of  necessary  light  upon  the  his- 
tory of  its  formation.  Lamentable  as  is  this  defect 
of  light  upon  the  formation  of  the  treaty  generally, 
it  becomes  particularly  so  at  this  point,  where  a 
stipulation  new,  delicate,  and  embarrassing,  has 
been  unexpectedly  introduced,  and  falls  upon  us  as 
abruptly  as  if  it  fell  from  the  clouds.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  all  appropriate  information  from  the  ne- 
gotiators themselves,  I  am  driven  to  glean  among 
tne  scanty  paragraphs  of  the  President's  message, 
and  in  the  answers  of  the  naval  ofiicers  to  the 
Secretary's  inquiries.  Though  silent  as  to  the 
origin  and  progress  of^  the  proposition  for  this 
novel  alliance,  they  still  show  the  important  par- 
ticular of  the  motives  which  caused  it.  The  Pres- 
ident says : 

"The  treaty  obligations  subsisting  betweed  ihe  ivo  countries 
for  llie  sQppreasion  of  the  African  stave  trade,  asd  the  com' 
plUDta  made  to  this  Government  within  tlie  last  thrsa  or  four 
years  (many  of  them  but  too  well  bounded)  of  tlie  viaitotton, 
teixure^  and  detention  of  American  vessels  on  tliat  oosst,  hy 
British  cruisers,  could  not  but  form  a  delicate  and  hiehly  im- 
poitant  part  of  the  nefotiations  which  have  now  beea  held. 

"It  is  IcDown  that,  in  DeoemlKsr  last,  a  treaty  wac  sioied  m 
London,  by  the  representatives  of  England,  France,  Rusm, 
Prussia,  and  Austria,  haviog  for  its  profeased  object  a  strong 
and  united  elTort  of  tne  fire  powers  lo  put  an  end  to  th€  trofit. 
This  treaty  was  not  qfieiaUy  communicated  to  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States,  but  lis  provisions  and  atjpulatjoos 
are  suppofied  to  be  accurately  known  to  the  public  It  is  un- 
derstood to  be  not  yet  ratified  on  the  part  of  France. 

"No  application  or  request  has  been  made  to  this  Qovum> 
ment  to  become  party  to  this  treaty;  but  ilie  courae  it  miglK 
take  in  regard  to  it,  has  excited  no  small  degree  of  attention 
and  discussion  in  Europe^  as  the  principle  upon  wliich  it  is 
founded,  and  the  stipulations  which  it  contains,  have  caused 
loarm  animadversions  and  great  political  eseitemenL 

"In  my  raesssge  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  sefaion 
of  Congress,  I  endeavored  to  state  the  principlea  which  this 
Government  supports  respecting  the  rijght  or  search  and  the 
immunity  of  fla^s.  Desirous  or  maintaining  these  prtodplcs 
fully,  at  the  same  time  that  existing  oblunationi  aAionld  be  (iil- 
filled,  I  have  thought  it  moat  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  the  country,  that  it  should  execute  its  oten  teiM,  anid 
perform  itt  own  ohligatUms^  by  its  own  measu  anditsoum 
potter.  The  examination  or  visriation  of  the  naerckaitf  reads 
of  one  nation,  by  the  cruisers  of  aaoiher,  for  any  purpose,  ex> 
cept  those  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  nationSf  un- 
der whatever  rt^straints  or  regulations  It  may  take  place,  may 
lead  to  dangerous  results.  It  isj^ar  better,  hy  other  Means^ 
to  supersede  any  supposed  necessity,  or  any  tnotivtyfor  «mc& 
examination  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  merchant  vessel  bv 
an  armed  cruiser,  is  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  apt  ta  toucn 
the  point  of  national  honor,  as  welt  as  Ui  affect  tne  interesu  of 
indiriduals.  It  baa  been  thought,  therefore,  expedient,  not  only 
in  accordance  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but 
at  the  same  timers  removing  all  pretext  on  the  part  of  others 
for  violating  the  immunities  of  ihe  American  JLag  uj^n  the 
seas,  ao  they  exist  and  are  definod  by  the  lata  of  naaons,  to 
enter  into  the.  articles  now  submitted  to  the  Senate." 

The  recitals  in  this  paragraph  are  of  moment- 
ous importance.  They  are  conclusive  to  show 
that  the  stipulations  into  which  we  have  entered, 
are  the  price  which  we  have  aereed  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  of  going  unsearched  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  for  the  favor  of  not  being  officially  re- 
quired to  join  the  quintuple  alliance  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slavertraae.  The  two  first  para- 
graphs are  pregnant  of  these  inferences:  the  con- 
cluding sentences  of  the  last  paragraph  are  conclu- 
sive of  their  truth.  The  first  paragraph  recites 
the  fact  of  the  seizure,  detention,  and  visitation  of 
our  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  British  cruisers 
the  second  ambiguously  refers  to  the  five  powers 
alliance,  and  raises  surmises  of  their  designs,  which 
it  does  not  satisfy:  the  concluding  sentences  of  the 
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last  paragraph  are  sufficiently  explicit  in  the  declar- 
ation that  we  join  Qreat  Britain  to  avoid  a  janction 
with  the  five  powers !  and  that  we  search  our- 
selves, to  avoid  being  searched  by  British  cruisers! 
Studiously  ambiguous,  and  profdse  of  phrases  to 
deceive,  while  stinte(i  of  facts  to  inform,  the  mes- 
sage still  lets  out  enough  to  betray  these  hidden  and 
momentous  meanings.  The  treaty  has  not  been 
officially  communicated  to  our  Government.  But 
may  it  not  have  been  unofficially  1  and  if  so,  by 
whom?  for  what  purposel  and  what  are  its  con- 
lentsl  Instead  of  answering  these  pertinent  in- 
quiries, so  naturally  suggested  by  the  declaration 
of  the  non-official  communication,  the  sentence  ob- 
liques off  into  the  empty  supposition  that  the  con- 
tents are  well  known  to  the  public !  Why  tell  us 
thisi  why  tell  us  what  the  public  knows?  We  want 
to  know  what  the  Government  knows— how  it  ob- 
tained its  information— and  what  it  is  required  to 
do.  Instead  of  that,  it  tells  us  of  the  public:  and 
then  flies  off  to  France,  and  informs  us  what  we 
well  knew  before— that  Franpe  had  not  signed. 
All  this  is  foreign  to  the  point.  We  want  to  know 
what  concerns  ourselves — whether  the  five  pow- 
ers are  occupied  with  our  affairs— and  whether 
they  have  shown  us  their  treaty— and  for  what  pur- 
posel  The  message  says:  "No  application  has 
been  made  to  the  United  States  to  become  a  parly 
tothisquintuple  alliance,  but  ...  but  ...  but  .. . 
theeoursewe  may  take  is  the  subject  of  attention, 
and  discussion,  and  warmth,  and  excitement  in  Eu- 
rope 1"  But  what  all  this  tends  to,  and  what  is  re- 
Soired  of  us  to  allay  this  excitement,  the  message 
oes  not  say.  Instead  of  satisfying  the  curiosity 
which  it  excited  as  to  the  course  of  things  in  rela- 
tion to  us  in  Europe,  it  flies  back  to  this  continent — 
reverts  to  the  President's  message  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session — denies  the  right  of  search — 
asserts  the  immunity  oC  flags— and  then  most  omi- 
nously declares  that  it  is  better  to  execute  our  own 
Jaws,  and  periorm  our  own  obligations;  and  do  this 
by  our  own  means,  and  by  our  own  power.  Why 
tfris  declaration^  Were  others  about  to  execute 
oar  laws,  and  perform  oUr  obligations,  and  to  use 
means  and  powers  upon  us,  not  our  ownl  Was 
this  the  state  of  the  easel  and,  if  so,  why  not  tell 
vsl  Why  this  paltering  and  eauivocation,  unless 
to  hide  a  damned  conclusion  which  must  be  suf- 
fered ,  but  cannot  be  told?  The  next  sentence,  how- 
ever, approaches  the  point.  "It  is  better  to  super- 
sede the  motive  and  supposed  necessity  for  this 
delicate  and  dangerous  search."  And,  finally,  in 
the  last  words  of  the  last  sentence,  the  fatal  secret  is 
let  out--4hat  the  articles  now  before  the  Senate 
were  entered  into  for  the  purpo^  of  "removing  ail 
pretext  on  the  part  of  others  for  violating  the  im- 
munities of  the  American  flag  in  the  African 
seas  l"  This  is  the  secret;  and  afler  this,  it  stands 
confessed  that  our  naval  and  diplomatic  alliance 
with  Great  Britain  is  the  price  which  we  pay  for 
five  years'  exemption  from  search,  and  for  the  fa- 
vor of  not  beinsf  made  a  panv  to  the  quintuple  al- 
liance. The  alliance  with  Great  Britain  is  a  sub- 
stitute for  these  penalties:  and  a  more  ignomin- 
ious purchase  of  exemption  from  outrage  ne^er  dis- 
graced the  annals  of  an  independent  nation. 

We  will  now  see  what  is  inc  price  we  have  con- 
tracted to  pay  fox  these  exemptions;  and  for  that 
purpose  I  read  the  8th  and  9th  articles  of  the 
treaty: 

"  Articlb  irm.  The  parties  mutually  stipulate  that  each 
■hall  prepare,  eqoip,  and  maintain  in  service,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  a  snfflcient  and  adequate  squadron,  or  naval  force  of 
Teas«la,ofsui(able  numbers  and  descripiions,  to  carrj  in  all 
not  less  ibao  » iehiy  guns,  to  enforce  separately  and  respective- 
ly the  taws,  rignts,  and  obligations  of  each  of  ihe  two  countries, 
for  the  soppression  of  the  slave-trade;  the  satd  squadrons  to  be 
Independent  of  eadi  other,  but  the  two  Qovernmenls stipulating, 
nevertheless,  to  give  such  orders  tn  the  oQicera  commanding 
their  respective  forces,  as  shall  enable  them  most  eflectually  to 
act  in  concert  and  co  operation,  upon  mutual  consultation,  as 
exigencies  may  arise,  for  the  attainment  of  the  true  object  of 
this  article;  copies  of  all  such  orders  to  be  communicated  by 
each  Government  to  the  other  respectively. 

"  Articlb  IX.  Whereas,  notwithstanding  all  efTorts  which 
may  be  made  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  suppressinf  of 
the  slave-trade,  the  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  traffic, 
and  avoiding  the  vigilance  of  cruisers  by  the  fraudulent 
use  of  flags,  and  other  means,  are  so  great,  and  the  tempta- 
tions for  pursuing  it,  while  a  ouirket  can  be  found  for  slaves, 
ao  strong,  as  that  the  «^esired  result  may  be  long  delayed,  un- 
km  all  nmrlracs  be  shut  against  the  purchase  of  African  ne- 
groes; the  parties  to  this  treaty  agree  that  they  will  unite  io 
all  lH»eoniiMr  representations  and  remoostranees  with  anv  and 
all  powers  within  whose  dominioos  such  marlcetsare  allowed 
10  exist;  and  that  they  will  urge  upon  all  such  powers  the 
propriety  and  duty  of  closing  such  markets  effectually  at  once 
and  forever." 

This  is  the  price!  naval  and  diplomatic  alliance 
irith  Qreat  Britain!  And  the  eleventh  article  stipu- 


lates that  the  naval  alliance  is  to  continue  for  five 
years,  and  afterwards  until  one  of  the  parties  shall 
give  notice  for  its  cessation.  Of  course,  Qreat 
Britain  will  never  give  the  notice.  Of  course,  also, 
the  American  Administration  which  makes  it,  will 
never  give  the  notice.  The  alliance  is  eternal, 
unless  we  break  down  the  party  which  made  it. 
And  this  is  the  course  of  all  revolting  and  danger- 
ous innovations.  It  is  as  temporary  measures  they 
are  introduced.  They  are  continued  impercepti- 
bly; and  finally  made  permanent,  and  fastened 
irrevocably  upon  the  country.     This  will  be  the 

I  case  with  this  alliance,  unless  the  elections  of  1844 
relieve  us  from  the  dominion  of  the  party  now  in 
power.  And  now  let  us  see  the  extent  of  the 
obligations  we  have  incurred  to  purchase  this  ex- 
emption from  search,  and  to  be  excused  from 
signing  the  quintuple  treaty.  They  are:  First,  to 
prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  in  service  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  a  squadron  of  "  at  leasi"  eighty 
guns,  to  cooperate  with  a  British  squadron  in  sup- 
pressing the  slave  trade.  Secondly,  to  unite  with 
Qreat  Britain  in  diplomatic  remonstrances  and  rep- 
resentations against  the  purchase  of  African  ne- 
groes, with  all  the  powers  which  still  admit  such 
purchases,  and  uigmg  them  to  cease  the  practice, 
and  to  close  the  door  against  such  purcnases  at 
once  and  forever.  These  are  the  obligations;  and 
it  is  seen  at  once  that  they  constitute  an  alliance — 
a^double  alliance — between  the  United  States  and 
Qreat  Britetin.  The  first  sensation  of  an  Amen- 
can  in  discovering  this  ominous  conjunction,  is 
that  of  astonishment,  indignation,  and  shame.  The 
farewell  words  of  Washington  rush  to  the  mind.  I 
He  warned  us  against  entangling  ourselves  in 
foreign  alliance:  and  here  we  are  deeply  entangled, 
and  that  with  the  very  nation  which,  of  all  the 
others  in  the  world,  is  the  most  to  be  dreaded. 

The  consequences  of  this  entanglement  are  ber 
yond  the  reach  of  human  foresight,  or  of  mental 
divination.  It  is  ihe  commencement  of  involving 
our  America,  and  with  it  the  whole  New  World, 
in  the  systems  and  vortex  of  European  politics. 
We  begin  with  going  to  Africa  to  jom  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, Russia,  Prus.sia,  and  Austria,  (for  France  de- 
-clines  the  favor,)  in  redressing  the  grievances  of 
^the  Old  World;  after  that,  it  is  a  natural  step  for 
these  great  powers  to  come  over  here  to  redress 
the  wrongs  of  the  New  World.  If  this  fatal  policy 
is  suffered  to  continue;  if  we  go  on  to  mix  our- 
selves in  the  affairs  of  Europe;  if  we  quit  our  own, 
to  stand  upon  foreign  ground;  if  we  hitch  our  cock- 
boat to  the  grand  navies  of -Europe,  and  tie  on  our 
little  ministers  behind  the  gorgeous  representatives 
of  mighty  monarchs; — if  we  do  this,  then  it  is  in 
vain  that  Providence  isolated  us,  and  that  Wash- 
ington warned  us.  We  are  doomed  to  foreign 
connexions,  and  to  foreign  interference;  and  may 
expect  to  see  the  affairs  of  the  two  Americas, 
from  Baffin's  Bay  to  Cape  Horn,  regulated  by  the 
sovereign  congresses  or  Vienna,  St.  Petersburg, 
and  London;  Am  the  fleets  and  armies  of  Europe 
sent  here  to  enforce  tneir  decrees. 

Passing  from  the  political  consequences  of  this 
entanglement — consequences  which  no  human  fore- 
sight can  reach— 1  cokie  to  the  immediate  and 
practical  effects  which  lie  within  our  view,  and 
which  display  the  enormous  inexpediency  of  the 
measure.  First:  the  expense  in  money— an  item 
which  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  some  regard  in 
the  present  deplorable  stale  of  the  treasurj' — in 
the  present  cry  for  retrenchment — ^and  in  the  pres- 
ent heavy  taxation  upon  the  comforts  and  neces- 
saries of  life.  This  expense  for  80  guns  will  be 
about  $750,000  per  annum,  exclusive  of  repairs 
and  loss  of  lives.  I  speak  of  the  whole  expense, 
as  part  of  the  naval  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  of  the  mere  expense  of  working 
the  ships  after  they  have  gone  to  sea.  Nine  thou- 
sand dollars  per  gun  is^  about  the  expense  of  the 
establishment;  80  guns' would  be  $790,000  per  an- 
num, which  is  $3,600,000  for  five  years.  But  the 
squadron  is  not  limited  to  a  maximum  of  80  guns; 
that  is  the  minimum  limit:  it  is  to  be  80  guns  "at 
the  least."  And  if  the  party  which  granted  these 
80  shall  continue  in  power,  Qreat  Britain  may  find 
it  as  easy  to  double  the  number,  as  it  wa^o  obtain 
the  first  eighty.  Nor  is  the  lime  limited  to  five 
years;  it  is  only  determinable  after  that  period  by 
giving  notice;  a  notice  not  to  be  expected  from 
those  who  made  the  treaty.  At  the  least,  then,  the 
moneyed  expense  is  to  be $3,600,000;  if  the  present 
party  continues  in  power,  it  may  double  or  treble 
that  amount;  and  this,  besides  the  cost  of  the  ships. 
Such  is  the  moneyed  expense.    In  ships,  the  wear 
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and  tear  of  vessels  must  be  ^reat.  We  are  to  pre- 
pare, equip,  and  maintain  m  service,  on  a  coast 
4,000  miles  from  home,  the  adequate  number  of 
vessels  to  carry  these  80  guns.  It  is  not  sufficient 
to  send  the  number  there;  they  must  be  kept  up  and 
maintained  in  service  there;  and  this  will  require 
constant  expenses  to  repair  injuries,  supply  losses, 
and  cover  casualties.  In  the  emplovment  of  men, 
and  the  waste  of  life  and  health,  the  expenditure 
must  be  large.  Ten  men  and  two  officers  to  the 
gun,  is  the  smallest  estimate  that  can  be  admitted. 
This  would  require  a  complement  of  960  men.  In- 
cluding all  the  necessary  equipage  of  the  ship,  and 
above  1,000  persons  will  be  constantly  required. 
These  are  to  be  employed  at  a  vast  distance  from 
home;  on  a  savage  coast;  in  a  perilous  service;  on 
both  sides  of  the  equator;  and  in  a  climate  which 
is  death  to  the  while  race.  This  waste  of  men — 
this  wear  and  tear  of  life  and  constitution — should 
stand  for  something  in  a  Christian  land,  and  in  this 
age  of  roaming  philanthropy;  unless,  indeed,  in 
excess  of  love  for  the  blacks,  it  is  deemed  merito- 
rious to  destroy  the  whites.  The  field  of  operations 
for  this  squadron  is  great;  the  term  "coast  of  Afri- 
ca" having  an  immense  application  in  the  vocabu- 
lary of  the  slave-trade.  On  the  western  coast  of 
Africa,  according  to  the  replies  of  the  naval  offi- 
cers Bell  and  Pame,  the  tracle  is  carried  on  from 
Senegal  to  Cape  Frio— a  distance  of  3,600  miles, 
following  its  windings,  as  me*  watching  squadrons 
would  have  to  go.  But  the  track  of  the  slavers  "be- 
tween Africa  and  America  has  to  be  watched,  as 
well  as  the  immediate  coast;  and  this  embraces  a 
space  in  the  ocean  of  35  degrees  on  each  side  of 
the  equator,  (say  four  thousand  miles,)  and 
covering  the  American  coast  from  Cub^  to  Rio 
Janeiro;  so  that  the  coast  of  Africa — the  west- 
em  coast  alone — embraces  a  diagram  of  the 
ocean  of  near  4,000  miles  every  way,  having 
the  equator  in  the  centre,  and  bounded  east  and 
west  by  the  New  and  the  Old  World.  This  is  for 
the  western  coast  only:  the  eastern  is  nearly  as 
large.  The  same  naval  officers  say  that  a  ^rge 
trade  in  negroes  is  carried  on  in  the  Mahometan 
countries  borderinsr  on  the  Red  sea  and  the  Persian 
gulf,  and  in  the  Portuguese  Elast  India  colonies; 
and,  what  is  worthy  to  be  told,  it  is  also  carried  on 
in  the  British  presidency  of  Bombay,  and  other 
British  Asiatic  possessions.  It  is  true,  the  officers 
say  the  American  slavers  are  not  yet  there;  but  go 
there  they  will,  according  to  all  the  laws  of  trading 
and  hunting,  the  moment  they  are  disturbed,  or  the 
trade  fails,  on  the  western  coast.  Wherever  the 
trade  exists,  the  combined  powers  must  follow  it: 
for  good  is  not  lo  be  done  oy  halves,  and  philan- 
thropy is  not  to  be  circumscribed  by  coasts  and  lati- 
tudes. Qreat  is  the  field  of  enterprise  which  pre- 
sents itself  to  the  British-American  squadrons; 
great,  also,  is  the  field  of  labor  for  their  diplomatic 
remonstrants.  Spain,  Portugal,  Brazil;  Cuba,  Porto 
Rico,  anrd  other  American  islands;  the  Mahometan, 
Portuguese,  and  British  possessions  in  southern 
Asia; — all  these  will  require  the  presence  of  the  An- 
glo-American embassies.  Qreat  will  be  the  expense 
of  these  embassies;  for  the  ambassadors  must  not 
only  be  paid,  but  go  loaded  with  costly  presents 
when  barbarians  are  to  be  treated  with.  And  here 
the  treating  is  to  be  double— with  the  savage  negro 
chiefs  who  tolerate  the  sale,  and  with  Christian  or 
Mahometan  kings  who  tolerate  the  purchase.  Even 
if  no  unlucky  consequence  supervenes,  the  expense 
df  these  embassies  must  still  be  great;  but  if  our 
ministers  chance  to  be  assassinated  by  the  negro 
chief,  or  insulted  by  the  Christian  or  Mahometan 
king — what  thenl  Shall  we  resent  the  injury,  at  a 
good  loss  of  men  and  moneyl  or  shall  we  count  the 
cost,  and  pocket  the  outrage?  What  if  the  Empe- 
ror of  Brazil,  boy  as  he  is;  or  the  Glueen  of  Spain, 
child  as  she  is;  or  the  GLueen  of  Portugal,  laay  as 
she  is,  should  give  our  minister  advice  to  return 
home  and  free  his  own  country  from  slaves  before 
he  went  about  to  close  the  markets  of  the  world 
against'themi  True,  there  is  a  difference  between 
purchasing,  and  the  purchased.  The  imellect  can 
detect  the  difi'erence.  But  still  it  is  a  case  for  a 
sarcasm,  and  for  an  insult;  and  the  American  min- 
ister who  sHould  go  upon  these  expeditions  should 
look  out  for  answers  very  different  from  what  may 
be  given  to  the  representative  of  Qreat  Britain. 
She,  having  liberated  her  own  slaves,  may  stand 
up  and  speak.  But  how  will  it  be  with  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  when  he  commences  rehearsing  his 
remonstrance?  This  business  of  remonstrating  is 
a  delicate  operation  between  individuals;  more  so 
when  a  sovereign  is  in  the  case;  and  becomes  ex- 
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ceedingly  critical  when  the  remonstrant  is  about  in 
the  condition  himself  which  he  attacks  in  others. 
Among  all  the  strange  featares  in  the  comedy  of 
errors  which  has  ended  in  this  treaty,  that  of  send- 
ing American  ministers  abroad,  to  close  the  markets 
of  the  world  against  the  slave-trade,  is  tne  most 
striking.  Not  content  with  the  expenses,  loss  of 
life,  and  political  entanglement  of  this  alliance,  we 
must  electioneer  for  insults,  and  send  ministers 
abroad  to  receive,  pocket,  and  bring  them  home. 

In  what  circumstances  do  we  undertake  all  this 
fine  work?  What  is  our  condition  at  home,  while 
thus  going  abroad  in  search  of  employment'?  We 
raise  1,000  men  for  foreign  service,  while  reducing 
our  little  army  at  home!  We  send  ships  to  the 
-coast  of  Africa,  while  dismounting  our  dragoons 
on  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas!  We 
protect  Africa  from  slavp-dealers,  and  abandon 
Florida  to  savage  butchery!  We  send  cannon, 
shot,  shells,  powder,  lead,  bombs,  and  balls,  to  Af- 
rica, while  denying  arms  and  ammunition  to  the 
young  men  who  go  to  Florida !  We  give  food, 
clothes,  pay,  to  the  men  who  go  to  Africa,  and  deny 
rations  even  to  those  who  go  to  Florida !  We  cry 
out  for  retrenchment,  and  scatter  $3,600,000  at  one 
broad  cast  of  the  hand !  We  tax  tea  and  coflTee, 
and  send  the  money  to  Africa !  We  are  borrowing 
and  taxing,  and  striking  paper  money,  and  redacine 
expenses  at  home,  when  engaging  in  this  new  ana 
vast  expense  for  the  •defence  of  Africa!  What 
madness  and  folly!  Has  Don  Cluixotie  come  to 
life,  and  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  taken  the  negroes  of  Africa,  instead  of 
Ihe  damsels  of  Spain,  for  the  objects  of  his  chival- 
rous protection! 

The  $lave-trade  is  diabolical  and  infamous;  but 
Great  Britain  is  not  the  country  to  read  us*a  lesson 
upon  its  atrocity,  or  "to  stimulate  our  exertions  to 
suppress  it.  The  nation  which,  at  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  made  the  axienf-o — the  slave  contract — a 
condition  of  peace,  fighting  on  till  she  obtained  it; 
the  nation  which  entailed  African  slavery  upon  us 
— which  rejected  our  colonial. statutes  for  its  sup- 
pression*— which  has  many,  many  ten  millions  of 
white  subjects  in  Euroi)e  an'd  in  Asia  in  greater 
slavery  of  body  and  mind,  in  more  bodily  misery 
and  mental  darkness,  than  any  black  slaves  in  the 
United  States; — such  a  nation  has  no  right  to  cajole 
or  to  dragoon  us  into  alliances  and  expenses  for  the 
suppression  of  slavery, on  the  coast  of  Africa.  We 
have  done  our  part  on  that  subject.  Considering 
the  example  and  instruction  we  had  from  Great 
Britain,  we  have  done  a  wonderful  part.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  mainly  made  by 
slaveholding  Stales,  authorized  Congress  to  put  an 
end  to  the  importatioa  of  slaves  by  a  given  day. 
Anticipating  the  limited  day  by  legislative  action, 
the  Congress  had  the  law  ready  to  lake  efiect  on 
the  day  permitted  by  the  Consiituiion.  On  the  Jst 
day  of  January,  1808,  Thomas  Jefferson  being 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  importation  of 
slaves  became  unlawful  and  criminal.  A  subse- 
quent act  of  Cong:ress,  following  up  the  idea  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  his  first  draught  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  qualified  the  crime  as  piratical,  and 
delivered  up  its  pursuers  to  the  sword  of  the  law, 
and  to  the  vengeance  of  the  world,  as  the  enemies  of 
the  human  race.  Vessels  of  war  cruising  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  under  our  act  of  1819,  have  been  di- 
rected to  search  our  own  vessels — to  arrest  the 
violators  of  the  law,  and  bring  them  in— the  ships 
for  confiscation,  and  the  men  lor  punishment.  This 
was  doing  enough— enotigh  for  a  young  country,  far 
remote  in  the  New  World,  and  whose  policy  is  to 
avoid  foreign  connexions  and  entangling  alliances. 
We  did  this  voluntarily,  without  instigation,  and 
without  supervision  from  abroad;  and  now  there 
can  be  no  necessity  for  Great  Britain  to  assume  a 
superiority  over  us  in  this  particular,  and  bind  us 


•  He  hM  waged  cruel  war  aKainst  human  nature  itself,  vio- 
lating its  moHlaacred  righia  of  life  and  liberty  in  tlie  permtns  of 
a  disuot  people  who  never  offended  him,  captivating  and  car- 
rying Ihem  into  alarery  in  another  hemisphere,  or  to  incur 
miserable  death  in  their  transportation  thither.  Thia  piratical 
warfare — the  opprobrium  oftn/Ede/powers—ls  the  warfare  of 
the  Christian  king  of  Oreaf  Britain,  determined  to  keep  open  a 
market  where  men  sbouldbe  bought  and  sold.  He  has  proeti- 
tttlad  hifl  negative  for  supitreasing  every  legislative  attempt  to 
prohibit  or  restrain  this  execrable  commerce;  and,  that  this  as- 
ismblage  of  horrors  might  want  no  fact  of  distinguished  die,  ho 
is  now  exciting  the  very  people  to  rise  in  arms  among  ub»  and 
to  purchase  that  liberty  of  which  he  has  deprived  them,  l)y 
mordeilng  the  people  on  whom  he  has  obtruded  them;  thus 
paying  off  former  crimes  committed  against  the  liberie  of 
one  people,  with  crimes  which  he  urges  iliem  to  commit  against 
the  Uvea  of  another."— [Ort^ma/  drauehtofthe  Deefaration 
of  independence,  as  drawn  hy  Mr.  Jeffereon,  and  before  it 
tfoa  tyUetedhy  th/eevnmUtee.) 


in  treaty  stipulations,  which  destroy  al'  the  merit  of 
a  voluntary  action.  We  have  done  enough;  and  it 
is  no  part  of  our  biLsiness  to  exalt  still  higher  the 
fanatical  spirit  of  abolition,  which  is  now  become 
the  stalking-horse  of  nations  and  of  political  pow- 
ers. Our  country  coniains  many  slaves,  derived 
from  Africa;  and,  while  holding  these,  it  is  neither 
politic  nor  decent  to  join  the  crusade  of  European 
powers  to  put  down  the  African  slave-trade.  From 
combinations  of  powers  against  the  present  slave- 
takers,  there  is  but  a  step  to  the  combination  of  the 
.same  powers  against  the  present  slaveholders;  and 
it  is  not  for  the  United  States  to  join  in  the  first 
movement,  which  leads  to  the  second.  "No  en- 
tangling alliances"  should  be  her  motto !  And  as 
for  her  part  in  preventing  the  foreign  slave-trade, 
it  is  sufficient  that  she  prevents  her  own  citizens, 
in  her  own  way,  from  engaging  in  it;  and  that  she 
takes  care  to  become  neither  the  instrument,  nor  the 
victim,  of  European  combinations  for  its  suppres- 
sion. 

The  past  administrations  have  been  careful  to 
save  us  from  ihe  entanglement  of  these  connex- 
ions: they  have  been  as  careful  to  save  us  from 
these  dangerous  connexions,  as  the  £Inglish  have 
been  anxious  to  involve  us  in  them.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  rejected,  as  ^^wiaulhorized  by  iiistnictioiis, 
and  contrary  to  the  established  and  icellknoum  prin- 
ciples and  policy  of  ihe  GovernTnetU,"  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  the  commander  of  the  United  Stales 
schooner  Grampus  with  flbe  commander  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  the  Wolverine,  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1840,  authorizing  the  British  com- 
mander "10  detain  all  vessels  under  American 
colors  ibund  to  be  fully  equipped  for  and  engaged 
in  the  slave-trade,  handing  over  to  the  American 
commander  the  vessels  found  to  be  American." 
Mr.  Van  Buren  rejected  this  arrangement  (the 
seminal  principle  of  the  present  treaty)  as  contrary 
to  the  PRINCIPLES  and  the  POLICY  of  the 
Government;  and  now  this  treaty  comes  to  carry 
out  on  a  great  scale,  what  he  wisely  condemned  on 
a  small  one. 

The  paners  communicated  do  not  show  at  whose 
instance  tnese  articles  were  inserted;  and  the  ab- 
sence of  all  minutes  of  conferences  leaves  us  at  a 
loss  to  trace  their  origin  and  progress  in  the  hands 
of  the  negotiators.     The  little  that  is  seen  would 
indicate  its  origin  to  be  wholly  American;  evidence 
aliunde  proves  it  to.be  wholly  British;  and  that  our 
Secretary  negotiator  was  only  doing  the  work  of 
'the  British    minister   in  assuming  the  ostensible 
paternity  of  the  articles.     In  the  papers  communi- 
cated, there  is  not  a  syllable  upon  the  subject  from 
Lord  A^hburton.     Ilis  finger  is  not  seen  in  the 
affair.    Mr.  Webster  appears  as  sole  mover  and 
conductor  of  the  proposition.    In  his  letter  of  the 
30th  of  April  to  Captains  Bell  and  Paine  of  the 
United   States  navy,  he  first  approaches  the  sub- 
ject, and  opens  it  with  a  series  of  questions  on  the 
African  slave-trade.     This  draws  forth  the  an- 
swers which  I  have  already  shown.    This  is  the 
commencement  of  the  business.    And  here  we  are 
struck  with  the  curious  fact,  that  this  letter  of  in- 
quiry, laying  the  foundation  for  a  novel  and  extra- 
ordinary article  in  the  treaty,-^  bears  date  44  days 
before  the  first  written  communication  from  the 
British  to  the  American  negotiator !  and  47  days 
before  the  first  written  communication   from  Mr. 
Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton!     It  would  seem  that 
much  was  done  by  word  of  mouih  before  pen  was 
put  to  paper;  and  that  in  this  most  essential  part  of 
the  negotiations,  pen  was  not  pui  to  paper  at  all, 
from  one  negotiator  to  the  other,  throughout  the 
whole  a  flair.     Lord   Ashburton 's  name  is  never 
found  in  connexion  with  ihe  subject :  Mr.  Web- 
ster's only  in  the  notes  of  inquiry  to  the  American 
naval  officers.     Even  in  these  he  does  not  mention 
the  treaty,  nor  allude  to  the  negotiation,  nor  indi- 
cate the  purpose  for  which  information  was  sought! 
So  that  tnis  most  extraordinary  article  is  without 
a  clew  to  its  history,  and  stands  in  the  treaty  as  if 
it  had  fallen  from  the  clouds,  and  chanced  to  lodge 
there!    Even  the  President's  message,  ^which  un- 
dertakes to  account  for  the  article^  and  to  justify  it, 
is  silent  on  the  point,  though  laboring  through  a  mass 
of  ambiguities  and  ob.scurities,  evidently  calculated 
to  raise  the  inference  that  it  originated  with  us. 
Prom  the  papers  communicated,  it  is  an  American 
propositiim,  of  which  the  British  negotiator  knew 
nothing  until  he  signed  the  treaty.    That  is  the  first 
place  where  his  name  is  seen  in  conjunction  with 
it,  or  seen  in  a  place  to  authorize  the  belief  that  he 
knew  of  it.     Vet,  it  is  certainly  a  British  pro- 
position; it  is  certainly  a  British  article.     Evi- 


dence aliunde  establishes  the  fact;  and  as  it  is 
an  important  fact,  and  the  more  so  from  its  stu- 
dious concealment,  I  will  examine  that  evidence-, 
and  for  that  purpose  will  have  to  go  back  near 
forty  years  in  this  branch  of  our  diplomatic  inter- 
course  with  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  this  is  no  new  project  with  Ihe  British. 
They  have  been  at  it  near  fofty  years;  but  Derer 
found  an  Administration  before  to  answer  their 
ourpose.  As  far  back  as  the  year  18f^,  when  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinckney  were  mioisters  in  Lon- 
don, the  British  commenced  this  business;  but  in  a 
form  so  gentle  and  innocent,  that  one  is  at  a  loss  to 
understand,  except  as  now  explained,  their  anxiety 
to  obtain  a  treaty  stipulation  for  it.  The  reoneat 
then  was,  for  an  intercommunication  of  laws 
against  the  slave-trade;  and  for  co-operaiioa  to 
procure  the  consent  of  other  powers  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  trad^  by  law,  as  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  had  abolished  it.  It  w^s  an  innocent 
request,  and  would  have  been  complied  with,  with> 
out  the  compulsion  of  a  treaty  obligation.  We 
send  our  laws  and  public  documents  now  to  all  tfa« 
powers  which  have  ministers  here.  Great  Britain 
sends  us  all  her  parliamentary  papers;  and  a  val- 
uable present  they  are.  All  this  is  done  by  virtae 
oi  the  comity  of  nations,  and  from  the  civilization 
of  the  age,  and  not  by  virtue  of  national  compacts.* 
Yet,  to  obtain  a  page  or  two  of  our  laws  on  a  par- 
ticular subject,  and  to  get  us  to  join  her  in  request- 
ing other  nations  to  abolish  the  slave-trade,  nothing 
short  of  a  treaty  stipulation  would  content  her  ex- 
treme anxiety.  The  article  was  put  into  a  treaty 
in  1806,  and  here  it  is: 

**The  high  contracting  parties  engage  to  commanicate  w 
eacli  other,  without  delay,  all  eueh  law* as  have  been,  or  ahall 
l>e  hereaAer,  enacted  by  their  reapective  liegiaiaturer;  ae  alao 
all  measures  which  shall  have  l)een  taken  for  ilie  aboliiioB  or 
limitation  of  the  African  slave  trade;  and  they  further  aeree  to 
use  their  Imsi  r^ndeavora  to  procure  the  co-operation  oi  otbtr 
powers  for  the  final  and  complete  atKiliiJon  of  a  trade  so  npog- 
nant  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice." 

This  is  the  article.  And  what  more  harmless! 
To  give  copies  of  our  laws,  and  to  request  other 
nations  to  abolish  the  trade  by  law,  as  we  had 
done.  This  was  the  extent  of  the  stipulation.  The 
British  proposed  it,  and  pressed  its  adoption  with 
zeal.  The  protocols  show  it;  for,  in  those  days, 
treaties  were  not  negotiated  without  showing  how; 
and  the  American  ministers,  in  their  correspond- 
ence with  their  Government,  stated  explicitly  that 
the  British  proposed  it,  and  pressed  it  Qjxni  them. 
Their  words  are:  "  The  British  commissienms  pro' 
posed  the  article^  and  showed  a  great  desire  thai  im 
should  accede  to  it"  Now,  why  this  great  desire, 
unless  for  some  Ulterior  purpose  1  The  artick 
was  nothing  in  itself;  and  this  anxiety  about  it  can 
only  be  accounted  for  from  a  desire  to  lay  a  nest- 
egs:,  to  be  hatched  into  life  by  the  diplomatic  in- 
cubation of  future  negotiators.  The  alliances, 
naval  and  diplomatic,  ol  1842.  show  Uie  depth  and 
character  of  their  long-sightea  policy. 

The  treaty  of  1806  wa.s  not  ratified;  it  was  re- 
jected by  Mr.  Jefferson,  without  commnoicaiion  to 
the  Senate;  and  for  a  reason  which  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  mention  in  another  part  of  my  -speech. 
The  treaty  fell,  and  with  it  the  aifreed  article 
on  the  slave-trade.  But  the  desires  of  the  British 
did  not  fall,  nor  did  they  abate;  and  at  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  their  instances  were  renewed  for  some.<tipo»' 
lation  on  this  point,  with  all  the  warmth  of  a  first 
love,  and  with  all  the  pertinacity  of  a  settled  de* 
si?n!  Advancing  beyona  the  nugatory  stipulations  of 
1806,  pretermitting  the  unnecessary  engagement 
for  thecommimication  of  Jaws,  and  endeavoring  to 
substitute  actions  for  words,  the  British  commis- 
sions at  Ghent  proposed  an  article  requiring  the 
United  States  *'^  exert  every  means  in  Ikeir^meer'* 
to  accomplish  the  suppression  ot'  this  trade.  The 
American  commissioners  found  this  proposition 
too  strong.  Though  indefinite  in  its  terms,  and 
binding  us  to  nothing  specific,  it  was  still  deented 
too  strong;  and,  upon  their  objection,  it  was  di- 
luted into  a  blank  engagement— *'te  usf  their  beU 
endeavors."  In  this  diluted  form,  the  article  was 
agreed  to;  and  now  stand  thus,  as  article  10  of  the 
Ghent  treaty: 

^'Whereaathe  traffic  in  slave*  is  irreconcilable  with  the  prio- 
ciples  of  humanity  and  Justice;  and  whereas*  both  his  Majeity 
and  the  United  States  are  desirous  of  coQiinuing^beir  efforts  to 
promote  its  entire  abolition;  it  is  hereby  acread  that  both  the  cod* 
trading  parties  9hall  use  their  benendaaTors  to  accompUsh 
so  desirable  an  obJMt'^ 

This  is  the  article— certainly  a  laint  one,  and 
binding  the  United  States  to  nothing.  But  it  was  a 
neste^;  and  out  of  that  egg,  and  by  the  maternal 
incubation  of  the  present  American  Secretary  of 
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State,  twenty-eight  years  thereafter,  an  alliance  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  by  arms  and  re- 
monstrances, was  negotiated  between  the  two  powers. 
The  President  of  the  United  Slates,  in  his  message 
to  the  Senate,  and  in  that  pan  of  it  which  relates  to  the 
African  articles,  three  Umcjs  refers  to  the  article  in 
the  Ghent  treaty;  and  so  refers  to  it  as  to  make  it 
the  cause  and  the  justification  for  the  present  stipu- 
lations.   He  says: 

*The  early  aod  prominent  part  which  the  GoTernment  of 
the  United  States  has  taken  for  the  abolition  of  this  un- 
lawful and  inhuman  traffic,  is  well  known.  By  the  lOth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  OAen/,  it  is  declared  that  the  traffic  in 
alaveeia  irrecoDcilable  wiih  the  principira  of  humanity  and 
ii»tice>  and  that  both  bia  Najeaiy  and  the  United  States  arade. 
droDs  01  con/muxn^  their  efforta  to  promote  Ha  entire  abolt- 
Uon:  and  it  la  thereby  agreed  that  botn  the  oomractin?  paniea 
shall  uae  their  best  endeatrora  to  accomplish  so  deairable  an  ob- 
ject " 

*'la  my  meaaag*  at  the  9>mmencement  of  the  preaeni  9ea 
«0D  of  Congress,  T  endeavor  to  atate  the  principica  which  thia 
Government  aupporta,  reapecting  the  right  of  search  and  the 
iomumiy  of  fla^^.  Beairoua  of  maintaining  those  priociplee 
foIlT,  at  tAetame  time  thai  esUtitig  obligation*  afwuid  be 
fidJUUd,  I  hare  thought  it  moat  conaiaunt  with  the  hwior  and 
di^iiy  of  the  country,  that  It  should  execute  lu  own  laws,  and 
perform  i(a  own  obligationa,  by  iia  own  meana  and  iia  own 
power. 

"Ithaabeen  ibought,  therafors,  expedien(»  no<  only  in  ae- 
cordanee  toith  the  ttijnUatioru  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but 
at  the  aame  time  aa  removing  all  pretext  on  the  part  of  othen 
for  violating  ito  immvnitiea  of  the  American  flag  upon  the 
8saa,aa  they  exiotaad  are  dedned  by  the  law  or  nauona,  to  en- 
ter into  the  articlea  now  aubmitted  to  the  Senate." 

Here  ihe  Ghent  treaty  is  quoted— three  limes 
auoted^to  justify  this  alliance.  The  stipulation 
lor  the  eighty-gun  squadron  is  presented  as  grow- 
ing out  of  the  Ghent  treaty— as  fulfilling  the  ob- 
ligations of  that  treaty— as  being  in  accordance 
with  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty;  when  a  re- 
recurrence  to  the  treaty  shows  that  it  contains  no 
such  obligalioQ — no  such  stipulation.  That  treaty 
was  made  near  thirty  years  ago;  and  certainly  this 
is  very  late  in  the  day  to  find  out  a  new  meaning 
in  it.  But  no  such  meaning  is  there;  and  our  Sec- 
retar^r  of  State  has  taken  a  great  liberty  with  the 
President,  in  getting  him  to  sign  what  the  facts  will 
notjustify. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  to  which  I  relfer,  to 
sboi^that  the  British  are  the  authors  of  the  alliance 
articles  in  the  present  treaty,  is  the  engagement  en- 
tered into  between  a  British  and  an  American  cap- 
tain on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  1840;  and  which  was 
so  promptly  rejected  by  Mr.  Van  Buren.  That 
engagement  was  in  these  words: 

'*Commaoder  WUliam  Tuclcer,  of  bar  Britannic  Majfaty'a 
•loop  Wolverine,  and  aenior  officer  on  the  weat  coast  of  Africa, 
aod  Lieutenant  John  S.  Paine,  commanding  the  United  Stan  a 
rhooner  Grarapua,  In  order  to  carry  Into  «>zernt  inn,  as  far  as 
possible,  theordera  and  viewa  of  their  rfspcc(iveG<iveromenta 
laspeeiing  the  auppreaaion  of  the  alave-traik,  hereby  request 
«ach  otiier,  and  agree  to  detain  all  veasels  uo-icr  American  col- 
ors found  to  be  fully  equipped  for  and  engaged  inihe  slave- 
trade;  that,  If  prove<l  to  be  American  pro|)eriy,  ihey  shall  be 
handed  over  to  the  United  States  schooner  Grampua>  or  any 
other  American  cruiser;  and  that,  if  proved  to  be  flpaniah, 
Portugueae,  Brazilian,  or  English  property,  to  any  of  her  Bri 
(sonic  Uajeaiy'a  craieera  employed  on  (he  westcoaat  of  Africa 
for  the  supproaston  of  the  slave-trade,  ao  far  aa  their  respective 
UwB  and  treaties  will  permit. 

.  '"Signed  and  exchanged  at  Sierra  Le<me,  thw  llth  day  of 
March,  184a" 

Tbis  engagement,  as  I  have  said  before,  was  the 
seminal  principle  of  the  present  alliance;  and  the 
piompiitade  with  which  it  was  disavowed  and  re- 
jected by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  contrary  to  theprin- 
cipieshnd  policy  ot  this  Government,  gives  us  the 
fallest  assurance  that,  if  he  had  continued  Presi- 
dem,  the  dpuble  alliance  which  we  now  have,  and 
of  which  that  little  Sierra  Leone  agreement  was 
the  seed,  would  not  have  taken  place.  The  8th 
and  9th  articles  of  the  Washington  city  treaty,  of 
1642,  are  nothing  but  the  enlarged  edition  of  the 
Sierra  Leone  engagement  of  1840;  and  the  British 
negro  colony  on  tne  coast  of  Africa  was  a  very  prop- 
er place  to  commence  the  entanglement  in  which 
we  are  now  involved,  and  from  which  a  wise  and 
patriotic  President  temporarily  relieved  us.  Tru- 
ly, the  Brithih  had  many  reasons  for  interfering  in 
our  late  Presidential  election,  and  .seconding  the 
Federal  cry  of— change !  change !  change!  . 

I  crown  these  historical  facts  in  favor  of  my  as- 
Knion,  thai  the  British  minister  was  the  author  of 
«ie  articles  in  the  present  treaty,  by  recurring 
again  to  the  studied  and  ominous  ambiguities  of 
^e  President's  message.  I  recur  to  them,  to  prove 
the  contrary  of  their  intention.  Their  intention 
Was  to  establish  the  alliance  as  being  of  American 
o^'igin,  and  voluntary:  I  recur  to  them  to  prove  its 
OTigin  to  be  British,  and  compulsory.  Without 
reading  the  pass^es  over  again,  I  refer  to  the 
phrases:  "Seizare  and  detention  of  American  ves- 
*»  by  British  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa: 


treaty  signed  in  London  bv  the  five  powers:  not 
officially  communicated  to  this  Government:  no  ap- 
plication to  become  party  to  it:  but  the  five  powers 
attentive  to  our  conise:  discussion,  warmth,  and 
excitement  in  Europe  about  our  course:  better 
to  execute  our  laws,  by  our  own  means,  and  our 
own  power;  delicacy  of  the  right  of  search:  im- 
munity of  flags:  visitation  by  cruisers  lead  to 
dangerous  results:  as  removing  all  pretext  on  the 
part  of  others  for  violating  the  immunities  of  the 
American  flag:  therefore,  entered  into  the  articles 
now  submitted  to  the  Senale."  I  point  to  these 
phrases  in  the  President's  message,  so  ambiguous 
and  so  unsatislactory,  always  raising  a  curiosity 
which  they  do  not  satisfy;  and  the  second  member 
of  each  sentence  always  turning  off*from  the  con- 
clusions to  which  the  first  member  of  it  would 
lead.  I  point  to  these  as  the  crowning  evidences  of 
my  assertion,  and  as  betraying  what  they  were  in- 
tended to  conceal — that  these  anti-slav^e-tratie  stipu- 
lations are  of  British  origin,  were  given  to  our 
Secretary  by  the  special  minister,  and  by  our  Sec- 
retary presented  to  the  American  public  as  his  own. 
This  is  my  opinion;  and  if  anybody  wants  any 
further  evidence,  they  may  have  it  in  the  magni- 
tude and  openness  of  the  kindred  movements-^the 
abolition  movements — now  going  on  in  London. 
Abolitionism  is  the  father  of  these  articles:  that 
father  resides  in  London,  but  his  children  are  here. 
Conscious  of  the  dangerous  ground  upon  which 
he  was  treading,  the  President  has  endeavored  to 
shield  his  work  behind  the  stipulations  of  the  Ghent 
treaty.  Three  times,  in  the  course  of  a  few  brief 
paragraphs,  he  has  invoked  that  treaty,  and  called 
It  in  for  the  justification  of  his  own.  Three  times 
he  has  called  it  to  his  help.  But,  stop.  Let  Hie 
message  speak  for  itself.    Hear  it. 

"By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  OAen/,  it  ia  declared  that 
the  traffic  in  ala^ea  ia  irreconcilable  with  the  princtpiea  of  hu- 
manity and  juadce;  and  that  bodi  hia  Majesty  and  the  I'nited 
8tatea  are  deairoua  of  continuing  their  efTorta  to  promote  lis  en> 
tire  abolition;  and  it  is,  therefore,  agreed  that  both  the  contract- 
ing partlea  ahnll  uae  their  beet  endeavore  to  accompliah  ao  de- 
atrable  an  object.  The  GoTornment  of  the  United  Statea  has, 
by  law,  declared  the  African  alavotrade  piracy,"  dec.  '  *  * 
Desirous  of  maintaining  those  principles  fully,  at  the  same  time 
that  esieting  obligatione  should  he  futfilleif,  I  have  thought  it 
moat  consistent  wuh  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  country  that  it 
should  execute  ita  own  laws,  and  perform  iia  own  obligationa, 
by  ita  own  oMana,  and  ita  own  power.  *  *  *  *  It  haa  bi  en 
thought,  therefore,  expedient,  not  only  in  accordance  with  the 
etipulatione  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but,  at  the  aame  time,  as  re- 
moTing  all  pretext  on  the  part  of  othera  for  violating  the  immu- 
niileaof  the  American  flag  upon  the  aeaa,  aa  they  exist  and  are 
defined  by  the  law  of  naliona,  to  enter  into  the  articlea  now  aub> 
mitted  to  the  Senate." 

This  is  the  message— this  its  appeal  to  the  Ghent 
treaty,  to  its  obligations,  its  stipulations:  as  if  it 
contained  any  stipulation  or  any  obligation  in  favor 
of  this  alliance!  Vain  invocation!  and  more  in- 
sidious than  vain!  The  Ghent  treaty  can  give 
them  no  help.  It  has  no  aid  or  countenance  to 
lend  them.  Though  weak  and  reprehensible  as  is 
this  tenth  article,  yet  it  binds  us  to  nothing,  and 
was  harmless  under  the  previous  administrations. 
It  was  an  imprudent  concession  to  dormant  aboli- 
tionism at  the  time  it  was  made;  but  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  charge  it  with  the  crime  of  this  alliance. 
We  are  fulfilling  no  existine  obligation  arising 
under  it.  in  raising  this  subsidiary  fleet,  or  in  send- 
ing forth  our  Gluixoiic  ambassadors.  There  is  no 
accordance,  in  these  naval  and  diplomatic  engage- 
ments, with  anything  in  the  vague  stipulations  of 
the  Ghent  treaty.  This  fighting  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  remonstrating  through  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa,  and  the  two  Americas,  is  no  continuation 
of  the  statutory  enactments  against  the  slave-trade 
contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  That  treaty 
cannot  father  the  eighty  guns,  and  the  remonstra- 
ting ambassadors;  and  tbe  appeal  to  it  to  justify 
these  measures,  was  an  admission  that  justification 
was  wanted,  and  could  not  be  found.  And  here 
we  must  pause,  to  remark  the  disingenuousness  of 
this  invocation.  Always  remembering  that  1  con- 
sider the  message  the  work  of  the  Secretary,  I  point 
out,  to  the  reprehension  of  the  Senate  and  the  coun- 
try, the  errors  of  fact  which  it  contains,  to  mislead 
tbe  public  mind;  and,  among  these,  I  now  have  to 
point  ont  these  three  invocations  of  the  Ghent  trea- 
ty to  justify  tbis  British  alliance,  when  that  treaty 
contains  not  a  syllable  which  can  justify  the  invo- 
cations. 

The  French  Government  has  taken  care  of  it- 
self: it  has  refused  to  sign  the  quintuple  alliance, 
or  the  substitute  for  it.  We  have  signed  the  substi- 
tute; and  may  thank  the  French  Chamber  of  Dep- 
uties, and  the  pamphlet  of  General  Cass,  that  it  is 
no  worse.  The  debates  of  that  chamber,  the  argu- 
ments of  that  pamphlet,  and  the  refusal  of  France 


to  si^n,  have  doubtless  prevented  the  "o^cioZ"  com- 
munication of  the  five-powers  treaty  to  us,  and  the 
formal  application  to  us  to  become  patties  to  it. 
Such  a  communication,  and  such  an  application, 
in  tbe  present  deplorable  constitution  of  the  Federal 
Executive-T-diseased  dread  of  war,  and  cankered 
love  of  peace— must  have  been  indescribably  ca- 
lamitous. 

One  more  view  of  this  eighty-gun  squadron,  and 
I  dismiss  it  from  my  speech. 

1  am  no  man  to  invoke  our  Constitution  on  every 
petty  occasion,  and  to  eke  out  all  arguments  with  a 
cry  of  a  violation  of  that  sacred  instrument.    The 
Salaminian  galley  was  only  launched  on  great  oc- 
casions.   I  am  slow  to  cheapen  dur  Constitution  by 
appealing  to  it  in  doubtful  or  frivolous  circum- 
stances.   But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  here  there  is 
room  neither  for  doubt  nor  frivolity;  and  that  the 
raising  this  squadron  for  the  defence  of  Africa,  an'd 
for  the  redress  of  moral  evils  in  that  remote  region, 
is  an  act  wholly  without  the  pale  of  our  Constitu- 
tion.   To  Congress  alone  it  belongs  to  raise  fleets — 
and  that,  for  the  defence  of  our  own  country :  but 
here  is  a  fleet  to  be  raised,  not  by  Congress,  but  by 
the  President,  the  Senate,  and  the  Glueen  ol  Great 
Britain;  and  this  fleet  for  the  defence,  not  of  these 
confederated  States,  but  of  African  tribes;  and  for 
the  suppression,  not  of  political,  but  of  moral  evils. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  Congress  itself  could  have 
no  power  to  do  this — still  less  the  President,  Senate, 
ana  Glueen  Victoria.     To  provide  and  maintain 
navies,  is  a  power  specifically  granted  to  Congress: 
it  is  a  legislative  power — and  properly  so;  because, 
with  us,  the  questions  of  war  and  peace,  of  fleets 
and  armies,  or  loans  and  taxes,  are  all  legislative 
powers,  anti  peculiarly  under  the  charge  ofthe  peo- 
ple's immediate  representatives.    It  will  not  do  to 
deceive  ourselves  by  analogies  to  other  govern- 
ments.   Ours  is  a  government  of  limitations,  and  of 
separate  departments.    Each  department  must  keep 
within  its  own  sphere.    It  must  not  transcend  its 
own  limits — mucti  less  invade  those  ot  another. 
The  treaty-making  power  is  a  distinct  power,  and 
its  acts  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.    But  it  is 
not  everything  which  the  President  and  Senate, 
and  a  foreign  prince,  or  an  Indian  chief,  may  choose 
to  insert  in  a  treaty,  that  is  this  supreme  law.  Were 
it  so,  there  would  soon  be  no  power  in  our  country 
but  that  of  the  President  anti  Senate,  acting  with 
some  foreign  kings,  or  with  savage  tribes.   To  gain 
this  character  of  supreme  law,  or  even  of  law  at 
all,  the  subject-matter  of  the  treaty  must  be  within 
the  competency  of  the  treaty-making  power:   it 
must  be  a  subject  for  treaty  regulation,  and  not  for 
legislative,  judicial,  or  executive  action.    And  this 
competency  must  be  tried  by  our  own  Constitution, 
and  not  by  the  constitutions  or  practices  of  Euro- 
pean monarchs.    What  is  fit  matter  for  treaty.re^- 
ulation  in  one  country,  is  not  so  in  another;  and  m 
no  country  is  the  treaty-making  power  more  limit- 
ed and  circumscribed  than  in  our  own.    The  mass 
of  the  powers  of  our  Government  are  given  toCon- 
gress;  and  whatever  is  given  to  Congress  is  taken 
away  from  all  other  powers.    Now,  apply  these 
principles  to  the  act  in  question.    This  treaty  stip- 
ulates to  prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  a  squad- 
ron— to   keep   it   up  for   five   years,   and  after- 
wards, until  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  the    British  Government,  gives  notice  for  it 
to  be  withdrawn — to  employ  it,  in  conjunction  with 
a  British  squadron,   for  the  defence  of  Africans, 
and  for  suppressing  the  moral  evil  of  slave-taking; 
the  squadron  to  be  of  eighty  guns  at  the  lea^. 
Now,  the  preparing,  equipping,  and  maintaining 
in  service  this  squadron,  is  a  legislative  act,  specifi- 
cally given  by  the  Constitution  to  Congress.  Thus 
far,  it  is  an  invasion  of  the  legislative  department. 
All  the  rest  is  sheer  usurpation,  such  as  Congress 
itself  could  not  make  legal.    Congress  itself  can- 
not create  a  squadron  for  five  years;  for  the  same, 
or  any  other  Congress,  may  repeal  the  law.    It 
cannot  make  the  continuance  of  the  squadron  de- 
pendent upon  the  will  of  the  President,  or  of  a 
foreign  prince;  but  it  must  depend  upon  the  will  of 
Congress  itself.    It  cannot  raise  fleets  for  objects 
foreign  to  the  objects  of  the  Union — as  the  defence 
of  Africa;  or  for  redressing  moral  wrongs---a5  the 
suppression  of  the  African  custom  of  selling  one 
another  out  the  fleet  must  be  raised  for  the  defence 
of  the  Union,  or  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  its 
citizens  abroad.    Thus,  the  treaty  stipulation  for 
this  squadron  is,  in  its  first  step,  an  invasion  of  the 
legislative  authority,  and  is  void:  in  every  subse- 
quent step,  it  is  sheer  usurpation,  and  such  as  Con- 
gress could  not  legalize  it  it  would.    I  wish  to  he 
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understood;  and  what  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  Con- 
gress itself  cannot  legalize  lhi»  treaty! — that  Con- 
gress itself  cannot  raise  this  squadron  for  five 
years,  for  this  foreign  object ! 

The  Constitution  names  this  subject,  and  gives 
to  Congress  a  certain  degree  of  power  over  it:  it 
was  to  prohibit  the  importation  ot  slaves  after  the 
year  1908.  That  power  has  been  exercised;  it  has 
been  exhausted;  and  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  it  was 
ail  that  was  intended  to  be  granted.  In  a  govern- 
ment of  limited  powers,  when  a  certain  quantum 
is  given,  it  is  all  that  is  to  be  taken.  In  this  case, 
the  authority  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
after  a  given  period,  was  an  aulDoriiy  obtained  hv 
compromise,  and  after  much  hesitation  and  diffi- 
culty in  the  convention.  It  was  a  long  time  before 
even  this  much,  on  a  subject  so  difierenilv  viewed 
in  different  sections  of  the  Union,  could  be  agreed 
upon.  After  this,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  a  clause 
could  have  been  obtained  lo  clothe  Congress— to 
clothe  the  Representatives  of  the  people  them- 
selves, much  less  the  President,  Senate,  and  a  for- 
eign prince — with  power  to  raise  fleets  for  terms 
of  years,  to  j)ut  down  the  slave-trade  in  Africa  it- 
self? Certainly  not !  No  one  that  reads  the  Madi- 
son Papers  on  this  head  can  suppose,  for  an  in- 
stant, that  this  power  ever  would  nave  been  granted. 
Then  how  is  it  obtained!  By  assuming  the  illimit- 
ability,  as  well  as  the  supremacy  of  the  treaty- 
making  ])ower !  by  assuming  that  that  power  is  as 
large  here  as  it  is  in  Great  Britain !  by  assuming 
that  it  may  absorb  the  legislative  power — that  it 
may  transcend  the  legislative  power — that  it  may 
do  what  Congress  can,  and  what  Congress  cannot — 
that  it  may  employ  arms  for  the  suppression  of 
moral  evils,  and  send  the  ships  and  armies  of  the 
United  States  quixotting  through  the  world  to  re- 
dress the  wrongs  of  the  human  race.  As  part  of 
the  treaty-making  power,  I,  for  one,  deny  tne  con- 
stitutionality of  this  squadron  engagement;  and 
shall  vote  against  the  ratification  of  this  treaty. 
As  part  of  the  legislative  power,  1  again  deny  its 
constitutionality;  and  shall  vote  against  the  appro- 
priations to  carry  it  into  effect.  I  shall  have  two 
chances  at  the  imconstitutional,  dangerous,  and 
improvident  scheme;  and  shall  make  the  best  use 
of  Doth.  I  will  fight  the  appropriations  annually, 
through  so  many  of  the  five  years  they  are  to  con- 
tinue as  I  shall  have  to  remain  here. 

But  it  is  not  so  much  on  this  floor,  as  in  the  other 
end  of  the  Capitol,  that  these  appropriations  should 
be  fought.  That  duty  belongs  especially  to  the  im- 
mediate Representatives  ol  the  people.-  If  they 
give  up  to  these  eighty  guns,  and  five  years,  and 
this  fedress  of  moral  wrongs  in  Africa,  they  give 
up  everything.  The  President  and  Senate,  with  a 
kmgor  a  savage  that  can  sign  a  writing  and  call 
it  a  treaty,  may  send  as  many  ships  as  they  please, 
to  as  many  countries  as  the  please,  for  as  many 
years  as  they  please,  and  for  any  object  that  suits 
the  pleasure  or  interest  of  the  moment. 

I  shall  move  to  strike  these  articles  from  the 
treaty.  Even  if  proper  in  themselves,  (which 
they  are  not,)  they  are  improperly  placed  in  this 
treaty,  and  made  to  play  an  undue  part  in  its  ratifi- 
cation. The  Senators  from  the  non-slaveholding 
States  can 'hardly  be  expected  to  vote  against  a  trea- 

Jy  that  contains  stipulations  which,  in  ihe  pres- 
et state  of  the  abolition  question,  presents  itself  so 
powerfully  to  the  sympathies  of  so  many.  It  is 
presented  as  an  indissoluble  part  of  the  treaty,  in- 
volving the  loss  of  the  whole  in  its  own  loss;  and 
war,  horrid  war,  is  denounced  if  the  treaty  fails. 
Of  course,  all  the  lovers  of  peace,  be  it  what  sort 
of  peace  it  may,  must  retain  the  articles,  to  save  the 
treaty.  Thev  act  a  great  and  undue  part  in  assur- 
ing the  ratincation;  and,  therefore,  are  wrongly 
placed,  even  if  proper  in  themselves.  But  it  is  a 
stipulation  which  is  not  proper  in  iuself,  but  hide- 
ously and  frightfully  wrong.  It  is  unconstitutional 
and  impolitic,  novel  and  dangerous.  It  entangles 
us  in  a  foreign  alliance  for  a  foreign  object.  It 
engages  us  in  a  foreign,  distant,  dangerous,  and 
expensive  service  It  requires  money  which  we 
have  not  to  spare,  and  men  who  are  wanted  on  our 
own  frontiers.  It  hitches  on  our  little  navy  to  the 
great  navy  of  Great  Britain,  and  threatens  us  with  a 
realization  of  the  fabled  alliance  of  the  giant  and 
he  dwarf.  It  deprives  us  of  our  independence  for 
five  years  certain,  and  longer  if  the  present  parly 
shall  continue  in  power.  If  I  fail  in  my  motion  to 
strike  out— if  this  stipulation  is  retained  in  the 
treaty,  and  ratified,  and  the  appropriations  voted 
by  the  two  Houses— if  all  this  is  done,  I  do  not 
«v.  Uar  wp  ike  Declaralion  of  Independence!  But 
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I  do  say,  Take  it  down;  dislodge  it  from  its  con- 
spicuous place  on  our  walls;  carry  it  away;  hide  it 
in  a  dark  chamber;  cover  it  with  a  black  veil !  and 
let  it  hang  in  shame,  shrouded  in  gloom  and  mourn- 
ing, until  some  new  Jackaonian  President  shall  re- 
trieve his  country's  disgrace,  break  the  chains  which 
bind  us  to  England,  and  let  America  again  be  free. 
1  proceed  to  the  third  subject  and  last  article  in 
the  treaty — the  article  which  stipulates  for  the  mu- 
tual surrender  cf  fugitive  criminals.  And  here 
again  we  are  at  fault  for  these  same  protocols. 
Not  one  word  is  found- in  the  correspondence  up- 
on this  subject,  the  brief  note  excepted  of  Lord 
Ashburfonof  the9ih  of  August—the  day  of  the 
signature  of  the  treaty — to  say  that  its  ratification 
would  require  the  consent  ol  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  would  necessarily  be  delayed  until  the 
Parliament  met.  Except  this  note,  not  a  word  is 
found  upon  the  subject;  and  this  givesno  light  upon 
its  origin,  progress,  and  formation — nothing  to 
show  with  whom  it  originated — what  necessity  for 
it  in  this  advanced  age  of  civilization,  when  the 
comity  of  nations  delivers  up  fugitive  offenders 
upon  all  proper  occasions — and  when  explana- 
tions upon  each  head  of  offences,  and  each  class  of 
fugitives,  is  so  indispensable  to  the  right 'under- 
standing and  the  safe  execution  of  the  treaty.  To- 
tal iand  black  darkness  on  all  these  points.  Nor  is 
any  ray  of  light  found  in  the  President's  brief 
paragraphs  in  relation  to  it.  Those  paragaphs  (the 
work  of  his  Secretary,  of  course)  are  limited  to  the 
commendation  of  the  article,  and  are  in.sidiously 
deceptive,as  I  shall  show  at  the  proper  time.  It  tells  us 
nothing  that  we  want  to  know  upon  the  origin  and 
design  of  the  article,  and  how  far  it  applies  lo  the 
largest  class  of  fugitive  offenders  from  the  United 
States — the  slaves  who  escape  with  their  masters' 
property,  or  after  taking  his  life — into  Canada  and 
the  British  West  Indies.  The  message  is  as  silent 
as  the  correspondence  on  all  these  points;  and  it  is 
only  from  looking  into  past  history,  and  cotempo- 
raneous  circumstances,  that  we  can  search  for  the 
origin  and  design  of  this  stipulation ,  so  unnecessa- 
ry in  the  present  ptate  of  international  courtesy, 
and  so  useless,  unless  something  unusual  and  ex- 
traordinary is  intended.  Looking  into  these  sources, 
and  we  are  authorized  to  refer  the  origin  and  de- 
sign of  the  stipulation  to  the  British  minister,  and 
to  consider  it  as  one  of  the  objects  of  the  special 
mission  with  which  we  have  been  honored.*  Be 
this  as  it  may,  I  do  not  like  the  article.  Though 
fair  upon  its  face,  it  is  difficult  of  execution.    As  a 

't^ince  (he  ratification  of  ihe  treaty  by  ibe  Dnited  diaies  Sen* 
ate,  a  ronference  has  lalcen  place  iii  New  Yoric  between  the 
British  minister  and  the  executive  rommittee  of  the  American 
and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  which  supplies  part  of  the 
information  wanted.    The  following  is  an  extract: 

''Lord  A^h burton  went  into  an  ezplanaUon  of  the  lOih  ar- 
ticle, and  mcniioiicd  several  particulars  of  the  discu£«ion  that 
took  place,  both  on  that  topic  and  others  relating  to  slaves.  Fie 
said  tliat  it  was  very  desirable  to  have  an  article  in  the  treaty  to 
meet  casessimilar  to  thutof  Holmes,  who  fled  from  Canada  in- 
to  Vermont;  and  the  cases  that  would  frequently  arise,  consid- 
ering the  extent  of  the  bordering  lines,  and  the  temptation  for 
ciiminals  to  flee  across  the  lines,  in  hope  of  securing  their-selves 
from  an  est  and  punishment.  The  Governor  of  Canada  was 
anxious  that  deserters  should  iMinrlodeii;  but  as  Lord  A.  leemed 
that  a  claim  would  be  put  in  for  the  delivering  up  of  fugitive 
a'aven.  he  abandoned  the  question  of  deserters  from  her  Briian 
nic  Majesty's  possessions.  He  was  also  very  desirous  to  secure 
the  delivery  of  mutineers;  but  did  not  pressi  it^  lest  it  should 
involvn,  on  the  part  of  his  Government,  the  delivery  of  slaves 
situated  as  were  those  on  board  the  Creole.  With  regaiid  to  the 
case  of  the  slave  Hacicett,  he  did  not  know  all  the  facts.  Sir 
Charles  Bagoi  wa<t  known  (o  him,  and  lie  diA  not  believe  he 
would  do  anything  inientionally  wrong.  But  he  had  just  enter- 
ed upon  hi«  duties,  and  was  probably  desirous,  -t  that  juncture, 
of  prnmo'inggood  feelin?  with  his  great  neighbor.  Tho  fact 
that  the  slave  had  taken  his  master's  watch,  was  a  circumstance 
that  probably  wem  against  him.  'Had  he  only  t.iken  the  horee,' 
said  Lord  A.,  (looking  at  Gerrii  Smith  significantly,  though  he 
could  not  be  supposed  ever  (o  have  read  the  advice  of  that  een- 
tieman  to  fugitive  slaves,)  'he  would  not,  probably,  have  been 
surrendered;  foryou  know  the  horse  was  necessary  for  his  es- 
cape.' Lord  Ashbunon  said  that,  in  framine  the  10th  article, 
great  care  had  been  taken  to  provide  that  infeiior  maftiatraiea  in 
Canada  should  have  no  authority  to  surrender  fugitives,  as  had 
been  urged  by  the  other  j  arty,  and  that  only  the  Oovcmor  him- 
self could  perform  an  act  of  so  great  imf>ort«nce.  Great  care 
would  be  taken,  he  had  no  doubt,  to  protect  the  innocent;  and 
that  the  taking  of  any  article  necessary  to  effect  an  escape, 
would  not  be  considered  felonious.  If,  said  he,  the  operation  of 
the  10th  article  proves  injurious,  Im  had  n<Jdou!it  the  British 
Government  would  put  an  end  lo  if,  agreeably  lo  Another  pro 
vision  of  the  treaty,  via:  'The  lOth  article  shall  continue  In 
force  until  one  or  the  other  party  shall  sisnify  its  wish  to  ter- 
iniimie  it,  and  no  longer.'  Lord  A.  said  that  when  the  delega- 
tion came  inrr»d  hi^  corrcrpondenre  with  Mr.  Wcbs'er,  they 
would  see  that  he  had  taken  all  possible  rare  to  prevent  any 
injury  being  done  to  the  people  of  color;  tliat,  if  he  had  even 
been  wiiline  to  introduce  an  article  inrludiiii;  cases  similat  to 
that  of  the  Creole,  his  Government  would  never  have  ratified 
ii,  a«  they  will  adhere  to  the  great  principles  they  have  so  long 
avowed  and  maintained;  ana  that  the  friends  of  the  slave  in 
Gneland  would  be  varv  watchful  lo  sm  that  do  wrong  pracuca 
took  place  undar  the  10th  article.  *' 


general  proposition,  atrocious  offenders,  and  espe- 
cially between  neighboring  nations,  ought  to  be 
given  up;  but  that  is  better  done  as  an  affair  of  con- 
sent and  discretion;  than  under  the  constraints  and 
embarrassment?  of  a  treaty  obligation.  Polilical 
'  offenders  ought  not  to  be  ^iv^en  up;  but,  under  the 
stern  reauisitious  of  a  treaty  obligation,  and  the 
Jbenefit  of  an  ez  parte  accusation,  political  offenders 
may  be  given  up  for  murder,  or  other  crimes,  real 
or  pretended;  and  then  dealt  with  as  their  Qovein- 
ment  pleases.  Innocent  persons  should  not  be  har- 
assed with  groundless  accusations;  and  there  is 
no  limit  to  these  vexations,  if  all  emigrants  are 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  malevolent  informers,  sub- 
jected to  arrest  in  a  new  and  strange  land,  examin- 
ed upon  ex  parte  testimony,  and  sent  bacK  for  tri^ 
if  a  probable  case  is  made  out  against  them. 

Tnis  is  a  subject  long  since  considered  in  onr 
country,  and  on  which  we  have  the  benefit  both  of 
wise  opinions  and  of  some  experience.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son explored  the  whole  subject  when  he  was  Secre- 
tary of  State  under  President  Washington,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  these  surrenders  could 
only  be  made  under  three  limitations:  1.  Betweefi 
coterminous  countries.  3.  For  high  offences.  3.  A 
special  provision  against  political  offenders.  Under 
tnese  limitations,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1793,  Mr. 
Jefferson  proposed  to  Great  Britain  and  Spain  (the 
only  countries  with  which  we  held  cotermmous  do- 
miniohs,  and  only  for  their  adjacent  provinces)^ 
mutual  delivery  of  fugitive  criminals.  His  propo- 
sition was  in  theee  words: 

"Any  person  hsvlng  c^ommitted  murder  of  malice  piepemB, 
not  of  the  nature  of  treason,  or  forgery,  within  che  United  Sutss 
or  the  Spanish  provinces  adjoining  therato,  and  fleeing  fion 
the  justice  of  the  country,  shall  be  delivered  up  by  the  Goven- 
meni  where  he  shall  be  found,  to  that  from  which  be  fled,  wbeo- 
ever  demanded  by  the  nme  " 

This  was  the  proposition  of  that  great  statesman: 
and  how  difierent  from  those  which  we  find  in  this 
treaty!  Instead  of  being  confined  to  coterminous 
dominions,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country  is  taken 
for  the  theatre  of  the  crime;  and  that  includes,  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  possessions  all  over  the 
World,  and  every  ship  on  every  sea  that  sails  under 
her  flag.  In.stead  of  being  confined  to  two  offences 
of  hi^h  degree — murder  and  foreery — ooe  against 
Ufe,  the  other  against  property — ^this  article  extends 
to  seven  offences;  some  of  wnich  may  be  incurred 
for  a  shilling's  worth  ot  property,  and  another  of 
them  without  touching  or  injuring  a  human  being. 
Instead  of  a  special  provision  in  favor  of  political 
offenders,  the  insurgent  or  rebel  may  be  given  up 
for  murder,  and  then  hanged  and  quartered  for 
treason;  and  in  the  long  catalogue  of  seven  ofiences, 
a  charge  may  be  made,  and  an  ex  parte  case  estab- 
lished, against  any  political  offender  which  the  Brit- 
ish Government  shall  choose  to  pursue. 

To  palliate  this  article,  and  render  it  more  ac- 
ceptable to  us,  we  are  informed  that  it  is  copied 
from  the  27th  article  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  That 
apology  for  it,  even  if  exactly  true,  would  be  but  a 
poor  recommendation  of  it  to  the  people  of  tba 
united  States.  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  was  no  favorite 
with  the  American  people,  and  especially  with  that 
part  of  the  people  which  constituted  the  Republican 
party.  Least  of  all  was  this  37th  article  a  favorite 
with  them.  It  was  under  that  article  that  the  ft- 
motts  Jonathan  Bobbins,  alias  Thomas  Nash,  was 
surrendered — a  surrender  which  contributed  largely 
to  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  overthrow  of 
the  Federal  party,  in  1800.  The  apology  would  be 
poor,  if  true:  but  it  happens  to  be  Hot  exactly  trae. 
The  article  in  the  Webster  treaty  differs  widely 
from  the  one  in  Jay's  treaty — and  idl  for  the  worse. 
The  imitation  is  far  worse  than  the  original^aboot 
as  much  worse  as  modem  Whigery  is  worse  than 
ancient  Federalism.  Here  are  the  two  articles; 
let  us  compare  them: 

Mr.  WsBaTBR^s  Trbaty. 

Article  la 
"It  is  agreed  that  the  United  Slatee  and  her  Britannic  Msjis- 
ty  rtiall,  upon  mutual  requiaitiona  by  them,  or  their  ministen, 
officf'rs,  or  authorities,  reei^ectiveiy  made,  deliver  ap  to  jaitios 
all  persona  who,  beingchar^ed  with  the  crime  of  murder,  or  as- 
sault  leith  intent  to  comnul  murder,  or  piracy,  or  arton,  or 
robber y,  or  forgery,  or  the  utterance  qf  forged  papert  coBf 
mitted  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either,  shall  seek  an  asylnm, 
or  shall  be  found,  within  the  territoiieeof  the  other:  provided, 
that  this  shall  only  be  done  upon  euch  evidence  of  crimiMli^ 
a^,  according  to  ihtf  laws  of  the  place  where  the  fugitive  or  person 
sn  charsed  shnll  be  fonnrf,  would  justify  his  apc^rehension  and 
commitment  for  trials  if  the  eriine  or  Offence  had  there  bees 
committed;  and  thereipective  judge*  and  ot  fur  magietratn 
shall  have  power ^  jurisdiction^  and  authority ^  upon  con- 
plaint  made  under  oath,  to  iisuca  warrant Jor  the  apprc 
Aetwton  of  the  fugitive  or  pereon  socharged^  that  he  mef 
be  brought  before  eueh  juagee.  or  other  nutgiUratee,  reapecr 
tiveiy,  to  the  end  thai  the  evidence  of  crimenaUty  may  bt 
heard  and  coneideredi  and  if,  on  euch  Aeartnf,  Uke  ewiaiee 
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b*  deemed  et^fieient  tie  etutq^  the  charge,  it  9haU  be  the  deUy 
^tke  examining judjge^  or  magietrate^  te  certify  the  tame 
te  the  pteper  executive  authority^  that  a  warrant  may  ieeue 
for  the  eurrender  of  eueh  fugitive.  The  ezpenae  ufsucb 
apprsheiistoaMuldelhreryaliali  be  borne  and  defrayed  bvthe' 
pcuty  wbo  makes  the  lequiaiuon,  a6U  receives  the  fugiilve.^' 

Mr.  Jat's  T^att. 

Article  'ZT, 
**It  Is  further  agreed  that  his  Majesty  and  tlie  United  Stafes, 
oh  mtilual  requisitions  by  then),  reepective:y,or  by  their  re* 
■pective  nioisters,  or  offioeiv,  anthorlaed  te  make  the  same, 
vtlldeliTerDpto  Justice  all  persons  who,  being  charged  with 
murder,  or  forgery,  commiited  within  the  jurisdtcijon  of  either, 
•hall  seelt  an  asy  iam  within  any  of  the  countries  of  the  other : 
prorided,  that  this  shall  only  be  done  on  such  evidence  of  crim* 
maliiy  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place  where  (he  fugi 
tiTa  or  person  so  charged  shall  be  found,  would  justify  his 
apprehension  and  commitJiient  for  trial  if  ilie  ofTence  had  there 
been  conaiDiited.  The  expense  of  such  apprehension  and  de- 
livery shall  be  borne  and '  defrayed  by  those  who  make  the 
rcqumitioii,  and  receive  the  fugitive." 

Th^e  are  ihe  two  articles,  and  the  difference 
between  them  is  great  and  striking.  First,  the 
namber  of  offences  for  which  delivery  of  the  offend- 
er is  to  be  made,  is  much  greater  in  the  present 
treaty.  Mr.  Jay's  article  is  limited  to  two  offences 
— marder  and  forgery:  the  twp  proposed  by  Mr. 
Jefferson;  bat  without  bis  qaalification  to  exclude 
political  offences,  and  to  confine  the  deliveries  to 
offenders  from  coterminous  dominions;  The  pres- 
ent treaty  embraces  these  two,  and  five  others: 
making  seven  in  the  whole.  The  five  added 
offences  are — assault,  with  intent  to  commit  mur- 
der; piracy;  robbery;  arson;  and  the  utterance  of 
forged  paper.  These  additional  five  offences, 
though  nigh  in  name,  might  be  very  small  in  de- 
gree. A^ult,  with  intent  to  murder,  might  be 
without  touching  or  hurting  any  person;  for,  to 
lift  a  weapon  at  a  person  witntn  striking  distance, 
without  striking,  is  an  assault:  to  level  a  fire-arm 
at  a  person  within  carrying  distance,  and  without 
firing,  is  an  assault;  and  the  offence  being  in  the 
intent,  is  difficult  oi  proof.  •  Mr.  Jefferson  excluded 
it,  and  so  did  Jay's  treaty;  because  the  offence  was 
too  small  and  too  equivocal  to  be  made  a  matter  of 
international  arrangement.  Piracy  was  excluded, 
because  it  was  absurd  to  speak  of  a  pirate's  coun- 
tiy.  He  has  no  country.  He  is  koslis  humani 
generis  "ihe  enemy  of  th&  human  race;  and  is  hung 
wherever  he  is  caught.  The  robbery  might  be  ol 
a  shilling's  worth  of  bread ;  the  arson,  of  burning 
a  straw  shed;  the  utterance  of  forged  paper,  might 
be  the  emission  or  passing  of  a  counterfeit  sixpence. 
All  thfsse  were  excluded  from  Jay's  treaty,  because 
ot  their  possible  insignificance,  and  the  door  they 


punishing  him  for  his  politics. 

Striking  as  these  differences  are  between  the 
present  article  and  that  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  there 
IS  a  still  more  essential  difference  in  another  part; 
and  a  difference  which  nullifies  the  article  in  its 
only  material  bearing  in  our  favor.    It  is  this: 
Mr.  Jay's  treaty  referred  the  delivery  of  the  fugi- 
tive to  the  executive  power.  This  treaty  intervenes 
the  Judiciary,  and  requires  two  decisions  from  a 
judge  or  magistrate,  before  the  Governor  can  act. 
This  nullifies  the  treaty  in  all  that  relates  to  fugi- 
tive slaves  guilty  of  crimes  against  their  masters. 
In  the  eye  of  the  British  law,  they  have  no  master, 
and  can  commit  no  offence  against  such  a  person 
in  asserting  their  liberty  against  him,  even  unto 
death.    A  slave  may  kill  his  master,  if  necessary 
to  his  escape.    This  is  legal  under  British  law; 
and,  in  the  present  state  of  abolition  feeling  through- 
oat  the  British  dominions,  sdch  killing  would  not 
only  be  considered  fair,  but  in  the  highest  degree 
meritorious  and  laudable.    What  chance  for  the 
recovery  of  such  a  slave  under  this  treaty?    Read 
it.-the  concluding  part — after  the  word  '^commii- 
ted,"  and  see  what  is  the  process  to  be  gone  through. 
Complaint  is  to  be  made  to  a  British  iud^  or 
justice.    The  fugitive  is  brought  before  this  judge 
or  justice,  that  the  evidence  of  the  criminality  may 
be  neard  and  considered — such  evidence  as  would . 
justify  the  apprehension,  commitment,  and  trial  of 
the  party,  if  the  offence  had  been  committed  there. 
If,  upon  this  hearing,  the  evidence  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  the  charge,  the  judge  or  magistrate 
*is  to  certify  the  fact  to  the  executive  authority;  and 
then    and  not  until  then,  the  surrender  can  be 
made.    This  is   the  process;  and  In  all  this  the 
n«w  treaty  differs  from  Jay's.    Under  his  treaty, 
the  delivery  was  a  ministerial  act,  referring  itself 
to  the  authority  of  the  Governor:  under  this  treaty, 
11.  becomes  a  judicial  act,  referring  itself  to  the  dis- 
c  retion  of  the  judge,  who  must  twice  decide  against 
t^itt  slave  (first,  in  issuing  the  warrant;  and  next, 


in  trying  it)  before  the  Gh)vemor  can  order  the 
surrender.  Twic^  judicial  discretion  interposes  a 
barrier,  which  cannot  be  forced;  and  behind  which 
the  slave,  who  has  robbed  or  killed  his  master,  may 
repose  in  safely.  What  evidence  of  criminality 
will  satisfy  ibe  judge,  when  the  act  itself  is  no 
crime  in  bis  eyes,  or  under  his  laws,  and  when  all 
his  sympathies  are  on  the  side  of  the  slavel  What 
chance  would  there  be  for  the  judicial  surrender  of 
offending  slaves  in  the  British  dominions,  under 
this  treaty,  when  the  provisions  of  our  own  Con- 
stitution, within  the  Slates  of  our  own  Union,  in 
relation  to  fugitive  slaves,  cannot  bfe  executed?  We 
all  know  that  a  judicial  trial  is  immunity  to  a  slave 
pursued  by  his  owner,  in  many  of  our  own  States. 
Can  such  trials  be  exnected  to  result  better  for  the 
owner  in  the  British  dominion,  where  the  relation 
of  master  and  slave  is  not  admitted,  and  where 
abolitionism  is  the  policy  of  the  Government,  the 
voice  of  the  law,  and  the  spirit  of  the  people! 
Killing  his  master  in  defence  of  his  liberty,  is  no 
offence  in  the  eye  df  British  law  or  British  people; 
and  no  slave  will  ever  be  given  up  for  it. 

[Mr.  WaiGHr  here  said,  that  counierfeiline 
American  securities,  or  bank  notes,  was  no  of- 
fence in  Canada;  and  the  same  question  might 
arise  there  in  relation  to  forgers.] 

Mr.  Benton  resumed.  Better  far  to  leave  things 
as  they  are.  Forgers  are  now  given  up  in 
Canada,  by  Executive  authority,  when  they  fly  to 
that  province.  Thi^'  is  done  in  the  spirit  of  good 
neignborhood;  and  l)ecause  all  honest  Governments 
have  an  interest  in  suppressing  crimes,  and  repelling 
criminals.  The  governor  acts  from  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety, ami  the  dictates  of  decency  and  justice. 
Not  so  with  the  judge.  He  roust  go  by  the  law; 
and  when  there  is  no  law  against  the  offence,  he 
has  nothing  to  justify  him  in  delivering  the  of- 
fender, 

'  Conventions  for  the  mutual  surrender  of  large 
offenders,  where  dominions  are  coterminous,  might 
be  proper.  Limited,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
in  1793,  and  they  might  be  beneficial  in  suppres- 
sion of  border  crimes  and  the  preservation  ororder 
and  justice.  But  extended  as  this  is  to  a  long  list 
of  offenders — unrestricted  as  it  is  in  the  case  of 
murder^applying  to  dominions  in  all  par»  ^f 
the  world,  and  to  ships  in  every  sea, — it  cA  be 
nothing  but  the  source  of  individual  annoyance 
and  national  recrimination.  Besides,  if  we  sur- 
render to  Great  Britain,  why  not  to  Russia,  Prussia, 
Austria,  France,  and  all  thecountries  of  the  worldl 
If  we  give  up  the  Irishman  to  England,  why  not 
the  Pole4o  Russia,  the  Italian  to  Austria,  the  Ger- 
man to  his  prince;  and  so  on  throughout  the  cat- 
alogue of  nations'?  Sir,  the  article  is  a  pestiferous 
one;  and  as  it  is  determinable  upon  notice,  it  will 
become  the  duly  of  the  American  people  to  elect  a 
President  who  will  give  the  notice,  and  so  put  an 
end  to  its  existence. 

Addressing  itself  to  the  natural  feelings  of  the 
country,  against  hi:?h  crimes  and  border  offenders, 
and  in  favor  of  political  liberty,  the  message  of  the 
President  communicating  and  recommending  this 
treaty  to  us,  carefully  presents  this  article  as  con- 
forming to  our  feelings  in  all  these  particulars.  It 
is  represented  as  applicable  only  to  high  crimes — 
to  border  offenders; "and  to  offences  not  political. 
In  all  this,  the  message  is  disingenuous  and  de- 
ceptive, and  calculated  to  ravish  from  the  ignorant 
and  the  thoughtless  an  applause  to  which  ihe 
treaty  is  not  entitled.    It  says: 

**The  surrender  to  justice  of  person?  who.  having  committed 
high  crimes,  seek  an  asylum  in  the  lerritoiieaofa  neighbor- 
ing nation,  woujd  seam  to  be  an  aci  due  to  the  cauae  of  general 
jU9tic^,  aflu  properly  belonging  to  ihe  present  stair,  of  civiliza- 
tion and  intercourse.  The  Briliah  provincee  of  North  Amer- 
ica are  SAparated  from  the  Sitaica  of  the  lTni«n  by  a  line  of  aev 
eral  thousand  miles;  and,  along  fiortlons  of  this  line,  the  amount 
of  population  on  eiih(>r  Mde  is  quite  considerable,  tehile  the 
pasange  of  the  boundary  ie  alitnys  eaay. 

^'Offenders  against  the  law  on  the  one  aide  transfer  them- 
aelvea  to  the  other.  Sometimes,  with  great  difficulty,  they  are 
brought  to  justice;  but  vrry  often  they  wholly  escape.  A  con* 
sciousness  of  immunity,  from  the  power  of  avoiding  justice 
hi  this  way,  instigates  the  unprincipled  and  reckless  to  thecom- 
missien  of  offences;  and  the  peace  and  good  neighborhood 
of  the  border  are  eonaequently  often  disturbed. 

"In  the  case  of  ofTenders  fleeing  from  Caoada  Into  Ihe  United 
States,  the  Governors  of  8tatej  are  often  applied  to  for  their 
surrender;  and  questions  of  a  very  embarrassing  oftture arise 
from  these  applications.  It  has  been  thought  highly  important, 
therefore,  to  provide  fi)r  the  whole  case  by  a  proper  trea'y  stip- 
ulation. The  article  on  the  subject,  in  the  proposed  treaty,  is 
carefully  confined  to  such  ofTences  as  all  mankind  h^rrfe  tore- 
gani  as' heinous  and  deFtrociive  of  the  security  of  life  and  of 
property.  In  thifi  careful  and  hjiccBc  rnumersmon  of  crin"'", 
ih<»  I'hjoci  ha'^  lM''?n  loexclude  all  ftol.iiral  oflTi-na-^.or  crim- 
inal  charges  arising  from  wars  or  intestine  commotions.  Trea. 
son,  misprision  of  treason,  libels,  desertion  from  military  ser* 
vice,  Midother  ofiaooM  of  a  similar  character,  are  •leluded." 


In  these  phrases  the  message  recommends  the  ar 
tide  to  the  Senate  and  the  country;  and  yet  nothing 
could  be  more  fallacious  and  deceptive  than  such  a 
recommendation.  It  confines  the  surrender  to  bor- 
der offenders — Canadian  fugitives:  yet  the  treaty 
extends  it  to  all  persons  committing  offences  under 
the  '^jurisdictiiw*  of  Qreat|Britain — ^a  term  which 
includes  all  her  territory  throughout  the  world, 
and  every  ship  or  fort  over  which  her  flag 
waves.  The  message  conges  the  surrender  to  high 
crimes:  yet  we  have  seen  that  the  treaty  includes 
crimes  which  may  be  of  low  degree — low  indeed  ! 
A  hare  or  a  partridge  Irom  a  preserve;  a  loaf  of 
bread  to  sustain  life,  a  sixpenny  counterfeit  note 
passed;  a  shed  burnt;  a  weapon  liAed,  without  stri- 
king! The  message  says  all  political  primes,  all 
treasons,  misprision  of  treason,  libels,  and  deser- 
tions are  excluded.  The  treaty  shows  that  these 
offences  are  not  excluded— that  the  limitations  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Jefferson  are  not  inserted;  and,  con- 
sequently, under  the  head  of  murder,  the  insurgent, 
the  rebel,  and  the  traitor  who  has  shed  blood,  may 
be  given  up;  and  so  of  other  offences.  When 
once  surrendered,  he  may  be  tried  for  anything. 
The  fate  of  Jonathan  Robbins,  alias  Nash,  is  a 
good  illustration  of  all  this.*  He  was  a  British 
sailor— was  guilty  of  mutinv,  murder,  and  piracy 
on  the  frigate  Hermione — deserted  to  the  United 
States — was  demanded  by  the  British  minister  as  a 
murderer  under  Jay's  treaty — given  upas  a  murder- 
er— then  tried  by  a  court-martial  onboard  a  man-of- 
war  for  mutiny,  murder,  desertion,  and  piracy — 
found  guilty — executed — and  his  body  hung  in 
chains  from  the  yard-arm  of  a  man-of  war.  And  so 
it  would  be  again.  The  man  given  up  for  one  of- 
fence, would  be  tried  for  another;  and  in  the  num- 
ber and  in.significance  of  the  ofiiences  for  which  he 
might  be  surrendered,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  reaching  any  victim  that  a  foreign  Government 
chose  to  pursue.  If  this  article  had  been  in  force 
in  the  time  of  the  Irish  rebellion,  and  Lord  Eldward 
Fitzgerald  bad  escaped  to  the  United  Sta:es,  afler 
wounding,  as  hedid,  several  of  the  myrmidons  who 
arrested  him,  he  might  have  been  demanded  as  a 
fugitive  from  Justice,  for  the  assault  with  intent  to 
kill;  and  then  tried  for  treason,  and  hanged  and 
quartered;  and  such  will  be  the  operation  of  the  ar- 
ticle if  it  continues. 

The  article  is  improper  in  itself;  unequal  in  its 
operation;  intended  to  give  the  British  the  rightfof 
demanding  all  fugitives,  or  emigrants  from  all  parts 
c^her  dominions,  and  all  her  ships;  intended  toau- 
thorize their  arrest  fordesertion  or  political  offences, 
under  the  guise  of  reclaiming  tnem  for  crimes; 
worth  nothing  to  us  on  the  two  main  points  of  fu- 
gitive .slaves  and  forgers;  and  actually  putting  us  in 
a  worse  condition  than  we  were  in  without  this 
agreement.  Lord  Ashburton  says  it  cannot  take 
effect  in  England  without  an  act  of  Parliament  to 
sanction  it.  I  tiSve  not  examined  the  question; 
but  would  suppose  that  if  an  act  of  Parliament 
were  necessary  in  England  to  give  it  validity,  an  act 
of  Congress  would  be  equally  necessary  here  for  the 
same  purpose.  In  that  event,  the  Represen^tatives 
of  the  people  may  yet  save  an  immense  emigrant 
population  from  the  persecutions  and  annoyance 
to  which  political  offenders  as  well  as  criminals, 
and  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty,  may  be  sub- 
jected under  this  renewed  and  aggravated  edition 
of  one  of  the  worst  parts  of  Jay's  treaty. 

I  have  done  with  the  consideration  of  this  article; 
and  with  it,  I  have  done  with  my  detailed  and  special 
objections  to  the  contents  of  the  treaty,  Other  gen- 
eral objections  I  have  to  it,  and  so  stated  at  the  open- 
ing of  my  speech.  Besides  the  leadin?  general  ob- 
'  jection,  that  this  treaty  was  not  a  settlement  of  aZ/ 
matters  in  dispute;  that  it  settled  what  concerned 
Great  Britain  and  the  Northern  States;  and  was,  in 
fact,  a  virtual  separate  treaty  with  those  States; — 
besides  this  objection,  which  I  stated  at  large,  there 
we  re  other  general  objections  which  I  barely  named, 
and  will  now  proceed  to  state  more  fully. 


**'lie  (President  Adams)  considers  an  ofTence  committed  on 
board  a  public  ship  ofwar  on  the  h  gh  eras ,  to  have  been  com- 
mitted within  the  jurisdiction  of 'the  nation  to  whichtheship 
br longs.  Nash  is  rharged,  it  is  understood,  with  piracy  and 
munier  on  l>oard  the  British  frigate  Hermione,  on  the  high 
sean,  and,  const^quently,  within  the  inriediction  of  his  Britannic 
Majrsiy;  and,  thtrefore,  by  the  27th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  with  Great  Britain,  Nash  ought  to  be  delivered  up  ss  re- 
quested  by  the  British  minister,  provided  such  evidertCe  ofhia 
criminality  be  produced  as.  by  ih^Uws  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  ssouth  Carolina,  (where  ihe  fitciiive  wan,)  wmild  justify  his 
app  eheofiow  and  rimimitment  for  trial,  if  the  offence  had  been 
committed  wiihic  the  United  eutei*."— (-flfr.  Pickerin^a  letter 
to  the  Britieh  miniater,  Mr.  Luton,  aur/endering  Robbine^ 
aliae  Naeh^  by  order  of  Preeident  Adama.) 
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'V"" 


1.  The  employment  of  a  sole  negotiator  in  a 
basiness  of  such  magnitude  and  variety,  and  one 
who  had  not  been  approved  by  the  Senate  for  this 
purpose.  The  negotiations  embraced  the  most  im- 
portant concerns,  and  the  most  varions— *some  pe- 
culiar t(J  sectional  divisions  of  the  Union,  as  the 
boundary,  to  the  North;  the  liberation  and  entice- 
ment ot  slaves,  to  the  South;  the  Columbia  river, 
to  the  West;  and  then  to  the  Union  in  general,  in 
the  important  questions  of  impre-^sment,  of  search, 
and  of  the  insult  at  Schlosser.  Such  varied  and 
important  interests  required  several  commi^ioners 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  and  they  specially 
approved  by  the  Senate  for  this  purpose.  Never, 
in  the  anna's  of  our  history,  was  such  a  negoii- 

(ation  before  committed  to  a  single  hand.  In  all 
(previous  administrations,  Federal  or  Republican, 
where  great  questions  were  at  stake,  several  min- 
isters were  appointed,  and  fhey  taken  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Union,  and  from  both  political  par- 
ties. Witness  the'ihrce  ministers  in  France  (Mar- 
shall, Pinkney,  and  Gerry)  in  Mr.  J.  Adams's 
time;  the  two  ministers  to  England  (Mr.  Rnfus 
King  and  Mr.  Monroe)  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time; 
the  five  ministers  to  Ghent  ^Messrs.  J.  CI.  Adams, 
Bavard,  Clay,  Russell,  and  Gallatin)  in  Mr.  Madi- 
son's time;  and  numerous  other  instances,  within 
the  recollection  of  all.  The  present  occasion  was 
as  important  as  any  of  these;  for,  besides  embracing 
so  many,  and  such  various  questions,  it  also  in- 
volved, as  we  are  constantly  told,  the  great  ques- 
tion of  peace  or  war !  If  the  British  Government 
chose  to  confide  its  interests*  to  a  single  negotiator, 
that  was  no  rule  for  us.  It  is  a  monarchy;  and 
concentration  is  its  principle.  We  are  a  confeder- 
acy of  Republics;  and  diffusion  is  pur  tendency. 
The  monarchy  and  the  monarchical  Government 
is  alone  to  be  consulted  in  Great  Britain.  The 
Stale  Governments,  the  political  parties,  the  sec- 
tional divisions,  are  all  to  be  considered  here;  and 
certainly  there  never  was  a  time  when  an  Admin- 
istration was  more  bound  to  defer  to  the  States,  to 
the  sections,  and  the  parties.  Having  no  Stale,  no 
section,  and  no  party  to  support  it,  it  was  little  able 
to  disregard  the  claims  of  justice,  and  the  observ- 
ances of  propriety  towardis  any.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  say.  It  is  no  matter:  the  Senate  has  the  con- 
trol; it  can  reject.  This  is  idle.  We  know  that 
treaties  are  confirmed;  that  not  a  single  Senator 
would  recommend;  that  various  influences  are 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  ratification  of  a  treaty; 
and  that  ratification  is  no  test  of  its  merits.  No. 
The  security  is  in  precaution — in  preventive  reme- 
dies— in  taking  care  to  secure  a  safe  treaty  before- 
hand; and  not  in  the  rejection  by  ;he  Senate  after- 
wards. In  this  case,  the  employment  of  a  single 
negotiator  was  unjustifiable.  The  occasion  was 
great,  and  required  several,  both  for  safely  and  for 
sati.'ifaction.  The  negotiation  was  here.  Our  coun- 
try is  full  of  able  men.  Two  other  negotiators 
might  have  been  joined  without  delay,  without 
trouble,  and  almost  without  expense.  The  British 
also  had  another  negotiator  here,  (Mt.  Fox;)  a 
minister  of  whcnn  I  can  say,  without  disparage- 
ment to  any  other,  that,  in  the  two  and  twenty 
years  which  I  have  sat  in  this  Senate,  and  had  oc- 
casion to  know  the  foreign  ministers,  I  have  never 
known  his  superior  for  inlelligence,  dignity,  atten- 
tion to  his  business,  fidelity  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment, and  decorum  to  ours.  Why  not  add  Mr. 
Fox  to  Lord  Ashburton,  unless  to  prevent  an  asso- 
ciate from  being  giyen  to  Mr.  Websterl  Was  it 
arranged  in  London  that  the  whole  negotiation 
should  be  between  two,  and  that  these  two  should 
act  without  a  witness,  and  without  notes  or  minutes 
of  their  conferences^  Be  this  ab  it  may,  the  effect 
is  the  same;  and  all  must  condemn  this  solitary 
business  between  two  ministers,  when  the  occasion 
so  imperiously  demanded  several. 

2.  The  assumption  of  the  Secretary  negotiator 
ito  treat  ihe  boundaries  of  the  republic,  esiablij?hed 
'by  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  as  matter  of  bar- 
gain and  sale — o(  gifts  and  equivalents — in  the 
hands  of  the  negotiators.  This  was  done,  and  in 
the  whole  extent  of  the  boundary.  In  his  very  first 
letter  to  Lord  Ashburton — in  his  brief  note  of  the 
17th  of  June,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  Lord- 
ship's very  first  note,  and  in  announcing  his  own 
authority  to  treat — our  negotiator  throws  up  the 
whole  question  of  rights  under  the  treaty  of  '83, 
declares  for  a  conventional  line,  and  invites  a  nego- 
tiation upotT  the  basis  of  grants  and  equivalents — 
the  very  thing  which  he  had  condemned  in  the 
award.  This  is  what  he  says  in  his  note — ^bear 
bim; 


"Lord  Aehburton  having  been  charged  by  the  Qaeen'a  Goir- 
ernment  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  and  aeiile  all  matters  in 
discuasion  between  the  Uoiied  States  and  England;  and  having, 
on  his  arrival  at  Washington,  announced  that,  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  Stales,  he 
was  authorised  to  treat  for  a  conventional  line,  or  line  by  agree- 
ment, on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such  mutual  con- 
siderations and  equivalents,  as  might  be  thought  just  and  equi- 
table; and  that  be  was  ready  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  for 
sfich  conventional  line,  so  soon  as  this  Government  ^ould  sar 
that  it  was  anthoriaed  and  ready  on  its  part  to  commence  such 
negotiation,— the  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
S:atee.  has  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  nis  Lordship,  by  direc- 
tion ot  the  President,  that  the  undersigned  is  ready,  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  duly  authorized  to 
proceed  to>  the  cunilderatioa  of  such  conventional  line,  or  line 
by  agreement ;  and  will  be  happy  to  have  an  interviewD  on  thai 
aubject^at  his Lordahip'B  convenience." 

iMr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashburton^  June  17. 

To  this  most  obliging  proposition — which  gave 
up  the  whole  question ! — the  British  minister  very 
naturally  and  very  promptly  (i.  ^.,  on  the  same 
day)  returned  a  note  of  acceptance,  fully  accepting 
what  the  Secretary  offered.  The  note  is  in  these 
terms: 

"The  underwigned,  plenipotentiary  of  her  Britannic  Majesty 
on  an  extraordinary  and  special  mission  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  has  the  honor  of  acknowledging,  with  much  satisfac- 
tion, the  communication  received  this  day  from  Mr.  Webster, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Slates,  that  he  is  ready,  on  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  and  duly  authorized,  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  a  conventional  line,  or  line  by 
agreem(>nt,  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such  mo- 
tual  considerations  and  equivalents,  as  might  be  thought  jnst 
and  equitable.  And,  in  reply  to  Mr.  JVebeter's  invitation  to  the 
under»iffned  to  fix  some  lime /or  their  ilret  conference  upon 
thistuhjec\,  he  begs  to  propose  to  call  on  Mr.  Webster,  at  the 
Department  of  State,  to-morrow,  at  12o'clork,  for  this  purpose, 
should  that  time  be  perfectly  convenient  to  Mr.  Webster." 

[Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster,  June  17. 

Here  is  acceptance,  quick  and  cordial,  with  a 
time  and  place  named  ior  the  first  conference. 
The  Secretary  agrees  to  the  time  and  place  men- 
tioned; and  immediately,  (to  wit:  on  the  same  afore- 
said I7th  day  of  June,)  writes  back  to  the  British 
minister  as  follows: 

"  The  Secretary  of  State  will  have  great  pleasure  in  neeing 
L'^rd  Ashburton  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  as  propoeetl  by 
him," 

This  was  rapid  work,  and  long  will  this  day — 
THIS  Friday,  June  17,  1842 — ^be  remembered  and 
noted  in  the  annali^  of  this  confederacy.  In  the 
Roman  calendar,  it  would  have  had  a  place 
among  their  unlucky  days.  Its  memory  would 
have  been  perpetuated  by  a  black  monument;  and 
most  appropriate  it  will  be  for  us  to  mark  all  the 
new  bounaaries  of  Maine  with  black  stones,  and 
veil  with  black  the  statue  of  the  god  Terminus^ 
degraded  from  the  mountain  which  overlooked 
Gtuebec,  to  the  humble  valley  which  grows  po- 
tatoes. 

Let  us  mark  this  black  Friday.  On  that  day,  a 
question  of  national  boundaries  was  settled  ! — and 
settled  by  giving  it  up!— and  given  up  before  the  first 
conference!  A  conventional  boundary  was  agreed 
to,  in  violation  of  the  Senate's  decision  in  the  case 
of  the  awarded  line,  and  in  contradiction  to  the 
neeoliaior's  recorded  principles  on  that  occasion. 

(The  King  of  the  Netherlands  awarded  a  conven- 
tional line:  it  was  rejected,  because  it  was  conven- 
tional; and  now  two  conventional  lines — the  same, 
and  another  far  worse — are  agreed  upon;  and 
agreed  upon  before  the  first  conference,  and  by 
the  negotiator  who  was  potential  in  preventing 
President  Jackson  from  accepting  the  nrst.  The 
new  boundaries  thus  agreed  upon  must  be,  and 
ought  to  be,  repugnant  and  humiliating  to  the 
American  feeling.  But  humiliation  and  repug- 
nance are  not  alt;  danger  and  mischief  follow  in 
the  rear.  Five  hundred  miles  of  first-rate  smug- 
gling ground  is  added  to  the  1,500  miles  of  northeni 
smuggling  boundary  which  we  already  possessed. 
-Passamaquoddy  bay  is  converted  ihto  a  great 
naval  station,  lor  the  scourge  of  our  coasts  in  time 
to  come  by  British  steamers.  Halifax  and  Cluebec 
are  united,  and  a  new  military  frontier  created,  in 
which  Great  Britain  exults  and  Maine  mourns. 

3.  The  omission  to  keep  protocols;  and  the 
mystery  and  doubt  which  hang  over  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  different  propositions,  and  the 
degrees  by  which  they  ripened  into  their  ultimate 
form.  .  This  neglect,  or  omission,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  was  total  and  invariable.  It  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  negotiation;  and  the  correspond- 
ence which  has  been  communicated  to  us — incom- 
plete as  it  is, in  lea\nng  wholly  unmentioned  several 
subjects  of  the  negotiation— has  all. the  air  of  an 
after  performance — the  air  of  an  arranged  corres- 
pondence  to  justify  foregone  conclusions.  All  the 
main  work  seems  to  have  been  done  t^U-^-Ute^ 


without  a  wituess  to  bear  it,  or  pen  to  ntAe  it. 
Never,  since  diplomacy  began,  and  the  art  of 
writing  was  invented,  was  a' Degotlatton  of  such 
moment,  or  of  any  moment,  so  tracklessly  con- 
ducted I  At  the  same  time,  the  occasion  waaone 
which  required  ample  minules  to  be  taken,  a 
faithful  record  to  be  kept,  'and  explanations  of 
every  thing  to  be  given.  Sole  negotiator— im- 
mense interests—  various  questions— naif  of  them 
pretermitted,  the  others  sacrificed.  Surely  such 
things  required  pfotocols — many  protocols;  yet  we 
have  not  one;  and  the  justificatory  message  drawa 
up  for  the  president^  and  signed  by  him  without 
a  verification  offacts,  is  replete  with  unfoonded  sug- 
gestions and  insidious  recommendations,  only  cal- 
culated to  impose  on  the  ignorant.  I  present  this 
omission  to  keep  minutes  of  the  conferences  as  a 
fatal  objection  to  the  treaty,  and  a  depanaie  fr(Hn 
propriety  not  to  be  tolerated.  We  have  a  right  to 
see  the  progress  of  a  negotiation,  and  this  is  the 
fiirst  instance  in  which  that  right  has  been  violated. 
4.  The  assumpiionof  the  American  negotiator 
to  act  for  the  Bntish  negotiator,  in  presenting  the 
British  proposition  for  the  Maine  boundary  as  the 
American  proposition;  and  the  nnjustifiable  and 
unfounded  arguments  with  which  he  pressed  that 

Eroposition  upon  the  Maine  commissioners,  natil 
e  extorted  from  them  a  reluctant,  painful,  con- 
ditional acquiescence,  which  was  immediately 
treated  as  an  absolute  consent.  This  is  a  mo!:t 
serious  objection,  and  requires  to  be  proved  as  sooa 
as  stated.    So,  here  is  the  proof: 

"  OBxnrLBMRM  :  Yoa  have  bad  an  opportunity  of  readioc 
Lord  Ashburton's  note  to  me  of  the  llih  July.  Since  th«  dale, 
I  have  had  full  and  frequent  conferences  with  him  respectioc 
the  Eastern  boundary,  anri  believe  I  andersland  what  isprteti' 
cable  to  be  done  on  that  subject,  so  far  as  he  is  conoeraed.  la 
these  conferences,  he  has  made  no  poaitiva  or  binding  proptMi- 
tion;  though,  perhaps,  it  would  be  more  deairabie,  ander  pre» 
en  t  circumstances,  that  suchproposition  should  proceed  from, 
the  United  States.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  however,  that 
he  would  a^ree  to  a  line  of  boundary  between  the  United  Btetas 
and  the  British  provinces  ef  ('anada  and  New  BraoBwick, 
such  as  is  described  in  a  paper  accompanying  this^  imarkei 
JB.)  and  identified  by  my  signature. 

^'  The  line  suggested,  with  the  compensations  and  eqalva- 
lents  which  have  been  stated,  is  now  snbmittad  for  your  can> 
aideralJon.  That  it  is  all  which  might  have  been  hoped  (oTf 
loolcing  to  (ho  sirengih  of  the  American  claim,  can  hardly  be 
said.  But,  as  the  ectilemrnt  of  a  controversy  of  such  daraiion 
is  a  matter  of  high  imporunce;  as  equivalents  of  widoubted 
value  are  oflfered;  as  longer  postponement  and  delay  woaM  laed  ■ 
to  further  inconvenience^  and  to  the  incun  iog  of  futllMt  ex* 
pcnses;  and  as  no  better  occtuion^  or  perhaps  any  other  oe* 
casion^  for  settling  the  boundary  by  agreenient,  cmd  on  the 
principles  of  equivalents,  is  ever  likely  to  prt»enl  itself ^  the 
Crovernment  of  the  United  States  hopes  that  the  eomnumsn^ 
ers  of  the  two  States  utillfind  it  to  be  consistent  with  their 
duty  to  assent  to  '"the  line  proposed^  and  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  attending  the  proposition. 

'The  President  has  fell  the  deepest  anxlery  for  aDtmicri^le 
settlement  of  the  question  in  a  manner  honorable  to  the  ooon- 
try,  and  such  as  should  preserve  the  rights  and  rotervrs  of  the 
Btatcs  concerned.  From  the  moment  of  the  amiounoemsot  of 
Lord  Ashburton's  mission,  be  has  aeduloualy  endeavored  to 
pursue  a  course  the  moat  respectful  lowarda  the  Stuea,  uui 
the  most  useful  to  their  intercats,  as  well  a«  the  most  faecom* 
ing  to  the  character  and  dicnity  of  the  Government.  He  will 
bo  happy  if  the  result  shall  be  such  ss  »hall  aatiary  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  as  well  as  (he  rest  of  the  eountry.  With  these 
sentiments  on  the  part  of  the  President,  and  tnth  the  convic- 
tion that  no  more  advantageous  arrangement  ^an  be  madSf 
this  subject  is  note  rtferr^d  to  the  grave  dtHberation  of  the 
eommissiont  rs. '  *—Mr.  Webster  to  the  Maine  esmmissumers, 
July  16.  ^ 

This  extract  shows,  in  express  terms,  that  the 
American  Secretary  of  State  presented  the  British 
proposition  for  the  Maine  boundary;  that  he  ooc 
only  presents  it,  but  brings  both  the  British  and 
American  Gh}vernments  to  bear  upon  Maine,  to 
coerce  her  nibmission.  The  paper  marked  B, 
identified  by  the  Secretary's  signature,  is  eWdently 
from  the  British  legation;  and  is  the  precise  wri- 
ting, word  for  word,  which  now  constitutes  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty.  The  American  Goremment 
is  made  to  express  its  desire  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  boundary  designated  in  that  paper;  and  iken  a 
train  of  the  most  extraordinary  argument  is  ad* 
dressed  to  Maine,  in  which  the  Secretary  evidently 
speaks  for  Great  Britain.  First,  he  speaks  of  the 
equivalents  which  Maine  is  to  receive,  and  declares 
them  to  be  of  undoubted  value.  What  are  theyl 
The  half  of  $300,000  for  the  two  conventional 
lines  and  the  two  territorial  losses!  when  Presi- 
dent Jackson  had  proposed  a  million  and  a  quarter 
of  dollars  (one  nvillion  of  acres  of  good  land  in 
Michigan)  as  a  compensation  to  Maine  for  one  of 
these  lines  and  one  of  these  losses  only;  and  that 
offer  had  been  spurned  by  the  present  negotiator. 
He  now  adds  110  miles  of  new  boundary,  and 
57*2,000  acres  of  new  territorial  loss;  reduces  the 
equivalent  from  $1,250,000  to  $150,000,  and  then 
presses  it  upon  Maine  as  an  equivalent  of  undoubt- 
ed value.  And  this  is  all  she  gets;  for  iha  navi< 
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gation  of  the  St.  John,  doe  to  Maine  nnder  the  laws 
of  nations,  is  balanced  by  navigation  conferred,  as 
well  as  received.    The  Secretary  then  goes  on  to 
threaten  Maine  with  war,  if  she  does  not  submit 
to  his  British  proposition.    He  warns  her  that  no 
belter    occasion — no    other    occasion — for  SET- 
TLING the  bonndary  by    AGREEMENT,   and 
for  EaXJIVALENTS,  is  ever  likely  to  happen; 
he  tells  her  that  no  ARRANGEMENT  more  AD- 
VANTAGEOUS can  be  made;  and  then  submits 
the    proposition,  as  a  unit,  without  alteration  or 
amendment,  to  the  GRAVE  DELIBERATION  of 
the  commissioners.    Now,  my  first  objection  to  all 
ihis,  is  a  threat  of  war  to  coerce  Maine;  for  what 
else  ean  be  understood  from  this  last  chance  for  set- 
tling by  agreement ^  and  for  equivaleiiU,  and  that  no 
better  arrungcmeni  can  be  hadl    What  is  this  but 
saying  to  Maine,  that  if  you  ds>  not  accept  this  set- 
tlement of  the  boundary,  it  will  be  settled  without 
a^r«ement,  and  without  equivalents,  and  in  a  more 
disadvantageous  mannert — that  is  to  say,  it  will  be 
settled  by  "war,  and  you  will  be  flogged  into  sub- 
mission.  This  is  the  plain  import  of  the  Secretary's 
langua^;  and  here  we  have  the  root  and  origin  of 
that  Walpole  cry  of  war — that  craven  cry — which 
has  been  made  to  resound  through  the  land.    The 
same  threat  which  was  made  to  Maine,  is  made  to 
Qs;  and,  like  her  commissioners,  we  are  desired 
to  take  the  proposition  into  our  grave  deliberation. 
The  next  objection  I  have  to  this  threat  is,  (hat  it 
is  false;  for  we  all  know  that  Great  Britain  not 
only  agreed  to  better  terms  than  these  for  us,  bat 
demanded  them ;  and  made  it  matter  of  remon- 
strance that  we  refused  them.    I  speak  of  the  King 
of  the    Netherlands'   award.     That  award   was 
^infinitely  belter  for  us;  and  it  was  not  only  ac- 
cepted by  the    British,  but   insisted   upon ;    and 
its.  non-execution  on  our  part  was   made  a  sub- 
ject of  remonstrance  and    complaint  against  us. 
AAer  this,  can   any  one   believe  that  the  ^^peace- 
ffussion"  was  sent  out  to  make  war  upon  us  if 
we  did  not  yield  up  near  double  as  much  as  she 
'.hen  demanded^    No,  sir!  there  is  no  truth  in  this 
<.Ty  of  war.    It  is  only  a  phantom  conjured  up  fur 
^he  occasion.    From  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  the 
British  would  gladly  have  accepted  the  awarded 
boundary:  the  Federali.st<?  pfevented  it,  and  even 
refused  a  new  negotiation.    Now,  the  same  Fed- 
eralists have  yielded  double   as  much,  and  are 
thanking  God  that  the   British  condescend  to  ac- 
cept it.    Such  is  Federalism:  and  the  British  well 
knew  their  time,  and  their   men,  when  they  se- 
lected the  present  moment  to  send  their  special 
mission;  to  double  their  demands;  and  to  use  argu- 
ments successfully,  which  would  have  been  indig- 
nantly repelled  when  a  Jackson  or  a  Van  Buren 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Government— or,  rather, 
'  .'ould  never  have  been  used  to  such  Presidents. 
The  conduct  of  our  Secretary-negotiator  is  inex- 

£licabl6.  He  rejects  the  award,  because  itdismem- 
ers  Maine;  votes  against  new  negotiations  with 
England;  and  announces  himself  ready  to  shoulder 
a  musket  and  march  to  the  highland  bound- 
ary, and  there  fight  his  death  for  it.  This  was 
under  Jackson's  administration.  He  now  becomes 
negotiator  himself;  gives  up  the  highland  bound- 
ary in  the  first  note;  gives  up  all  that  was  award- 
ed by  the  King  of  llie  Netherlands;  gives  up  1 10 
miles  on  this  side  of  that  award;  gives  i^  the 
mountani  barrier  which  covered  Maine,  and  com- 
manded the  Halifax  road  to  Glupbec;  gives  $500,000 
lor  Roase's  Point,  which  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands gave  us  for  nothing;  becomes  the  agent  of 
the  British  minister  in  presenting  the  new  bound- 
ary to  the  Maine  commissioners;  and  crowns  all 
this  inexplicable  conduct  by  keeping  no  record  of 
his  proceedings,  and  using  threats  and  menaces 
which  no  English  gentleman  would  have  used,  and 
which  were  as  false  in  fact  as  they  were  insolent 
in  spirit.  1  say  this  conduct  is  inexplicable!  I 
shall  publish  what  I  say,  and  defy  the  Secretary 
and  his  friends  to  explain  this  conduct. 

This  is  sufficient  to  prove  ray  assertion  that  the 
American  negotiator  became  the  champion  of  the 
British  Government;  that  he  offered  the  British 
proposition  as  the  American  proposition;  that  he 
brought  both  Grovernmentstobear  upon  Maine,  in  or- 
der to  force  her  to  accept  it;  and  that  he  used  argu- 
mems  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  which  were  un- 
justifiable  and  untrue.  The  proof  in  his  own  letter 
is  sufficient;  but  the  aniwer  of  the  Maine  commis- 
sioners seals  it;  and  here  is  that  answer: 

'The  undersigned*  com miMioiicrs  of  ibe  State  of  Maine  on 
the  Buliject  of  th«  Northeaatero  IwQDdanr,  have  tha  honor  to 
pdntowledge  thencaipt  of  youroota^  addreasad  to  ibam  under 
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(late  of  the  15th  instant,  with  ^r^loaurea  therein  rofeired  to. 
The  prppotfiiion  firet  Bubmitteit  by  the  fipectal  tniniaior  of 
Great  Bntaiu,  on  the  aabjact  of  the  buundaiy,  having  be  d  dia- 
aereed  to;  and  the  proportion  made  on  the  pan  of  the  Hniied 
Siaiea,  with  the  assent  of  the  rommiBsionnra  of  Maine  and  Ma?- 
aachusetts,  having  bfen  rejected  as  tnadmimible,  coupled  with 
an  expreaaion  of  aarpriae  that  itahould  have  been  madr;  and 
Lord  Aahburton,  in  the  aame communication,  having  intimated 
a  prcfisrence  for  conference  rather  than  correaponuence,  and 
having  omitted  in  his  note  to  mak^any  new  proposition,  t-zcept 
a  qualified  withdrawal  of  a  panof  hia  former  one;  we  learn 
from  your  note  thai;ou  *have  had  full  and  ficquent  confer* 
encea  with  him  rea|)ecUng  the  Northeastern  boimdary,'  and 
that  you  'believe  you  undtraiand  what  ia  practicable  to  be  done 
on  that  subject,  no  far  as  he  (Lord  Aahbunon)  is  concerned.' 
We  alao  leam  that  'in  theae  Conferencea  he  haa  made  no  pntii- 
Uva  orbindii'g  proposition;  thinking,  peihaps,  it  would  be 
more  deairable,  under  present  circuniBtancpfl,  that  such  a  prop- 
ooition  should  proceed  from  the  side  of  (he  United  StalPD;'  but 
that  you  have  reoeon  to  believe  that  he  would  aeree  to  a  line  of 
bouniiary  anch  hb  ia  deacribed  in  the  paper  accompanying  your 
note,  (mariced  U;)  and,  alflo,  Uiat  you  entertain  the  conviction 
'that  no  more  advantiigeoua  arrangement  can  be  made;'  and, 
with  thi«  convicfioji,  you  refer  ihc  Bubject  to  the  grave  deliber- 
ation or  the  commissioners.  \ 

"Regarding  tbiaaa  substantially  apropoeition  on  (he  part  of  (he 
United  Fttatea,  with  the  knowledge  and  aaaeni  of  Great  Britain, 
and  aa  the  one  most  fdvoraiile  to  us  which,  under  any  circum- 
stancea.  the  latter  Government  would  either  offer  or  accept,  the 
'undersiened  have  not  failed  to  beaiow  upon  it  the  grave  dalibcr- 
ntion  and  conaideration  which  its  nature  and  importance,  and 

their  ever  rcaponaihie  ijoeition,  demand. 

•  •  •  •  • 

"We  are  now  given  to  umlerBtand  that  the  Bxectitive  of  the 
United  States,  representing  i he  sovereignty  of^  the  Union,  aa- 
aen/«to  the  proposal,  and  that  I  his  depart  raeni  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  least  la  ana:^Ma  for  i(s  acceptanr^e,  a«>,  in  its  view,  most 
expedient  for  the  general  good, 

'The  commissioners  of  il/a«aacAu«e^/«  have  already  given 
their  assent,  on  heiialf  of  that  Commonwealth 

"Considering,  then,  ihia  proposition  as  involving  the  surreu' 
der  of  more  territniy  titan  the  avowed  objects  of  England  re- 
quire; as  removing  our  landmarks  from  the  well-known  and 
well-defined  boundary  oftbe  treaty  of  1783,  on  the  crest  of  the 
hiehlanda,  besides  insisting  upon  the  line  of  the  arbiter  in  its 
full  extent,  we  feel  bound  lo  say,  afier  the  most  careful  con- 
siieraiion,  that  we  cannot  bring  our  minds  lo  the  conviction 
ttiat  the  proposal  is  such  aa  Maine  had  a  right  to  expect. 

a  •  •  t  • 

"Wo  are  now  called  upon  to  consider  the  final  proposition, 
made  6y  or  <Arou^A  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for 
our  consideration  and  acceptance.  The  line  indicated  may  be 
shortly  dffitied  as  the  line  recommended  b]r  the  King  of  the 
Nciherland<),  and  en  addition  thereto  of  a  strip  of  land  at  the 
hsse  of  the  highlands  running  to  the  source  of  the  souiliwest 
branch  of  the  St.  John.  The  examination  and  consideration  of 
all  other  lines,  which  might  better  meetour  viewsand  objecui, 
have  been  pre c/ttded  by  the  declaration,  and  other  plenary  ev- 
idence we  liave,  that  the  line  specified  In  your  communtcation 
in  the  most  advsntagoous  that  can  be  ofTered  to  us;  and  that  no 
one  of  less  extent—  or  yie'.dine,  in  fact,  lesa  to  the  other  party — 
can  be  deemed  xdmiseihie.  We  are,  therefore,  brought  to  the 
aingle  and  simple  conaideration  of  the  question  whether  we  can, 
con  istently  wuh  our  views  ofour  duty  to  the  Stale  we  represent, 
accept  the  propositij'O  submitted  byyou."—7*Ae  Maine  Com- 
miaaionera  to  Mr.  Webater,  July  22. 

'^  5.  The  mixing  up  of  inconcruons  matter  in 
the  treaty,  and  presenting  the  whole  as  a  unit,  to 
be  ratified  in  toto^  under  penalty  of  loss  of  the 
whole,  and  war  if  any  part  of  it  was  rejected.  This 
is  a  serious  objection  to  the  treaty.  Incongruities 
are  not  to  be  put  into  laws,  whether  they  be  the 
supreme  or  the  subordinate  law.  The  African 
alliance  for  five  years,  is  an  incongruity  in  a 
British  treaty  of  permanent  boundaries.  The  only 
reason  for  putting  this  temporary  convention  into  a 
permanent  treaty,  is  the  very  reason  which  should 
prevent  iu?  being  put  tljere;  it  is  to  fetter  the  Sen- 
ate— to  embarrass  and  coerce  them — to  make  one 
pan  of  the  treaty  carry  another.  I  shall  move 
to  strike  out  this  alliance  article,  as  well  for  incon- 
gruity, as  for  its  unconstitutionality,  inexpediency, 
and  gross  impolicy. 

6.  The  irregular  manm-r  in  which  the  ratifica- 
tion of  this  treaty  has  been  sought,  by  consultations 
wiih  individual  members,  belpre  it  was  submitted 
to  the  Senate.  Here  I  tread  upon  delicate  ground; 
and  if  I  am  wrong,  this  is  the  time  and  the  place 
to  correct  me.  I  speak  in  the  hearing  of  those  who 
must  know  whether  I  am  mistaken.  1  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  treaty  has  been  privalelv  sub- 
mitted to  Senators— their  opinions  obtained— the 
juilgment  of  the  body  forestalled;  and  th<»n  se:.t 
here  for  the  forms  of  ratification.  [One  Senator 
said  he  had  not  been  consulted.]  Mr.  B.  in  con- 
tinuation :  Certainly  not,  as  the  Senator  saj'S  so; 
and  so  of  any  other  gentleman  TiihCT will  say  the 
same.  I  interrogate  no  one.  1  have  no  right  to 
interrogate  any  one.  1  do  not  pretend  losay  that  all 
were  consulted;  that  would  have  been  unnecessary; 
ajnd  besides,  I  know  I  was  not  consulted  myself; 
arj^I  know  maoy  others  who  were  not.  All  that 
I  intend  to  say  is  that  1  have  reason  lo  think  that 
this  treaty  has  been  ratified  out  of  doors!  and  tlint 
this  is  a  great  irregularity,  and  bespeaks  an  undu»^ 
solicitude  for  it  on  the  part  of  its  authors,  arising 
from  a  consciousness  of  its  indefensible  character. 

7.  The  want  of  instructions  from  the  President 


to  guide  this  negotiation.  This  is  a  glaring  objec- 
tion to  the  treaty.  By  the  theory  of  our  Govern- 
ment, the  President  is  the  head  of  the  Executive 
Department,  and  must  treat  through  his  agents  and 
ministers,  with  foreign  powers.  He  must  tell  them 
what  to  do,  and  should  tell  that  in  unequivocal 
language,  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  about  it. 
He  must  command  and  direct  the  negotiation;  he 
must  order  what  is  done.  This  is  the  theory  of 
our  Government,  and  this  has  been  its  practice 
from  the  beginning  of  Washington's  t(r  the  end  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration;  and  never  was 
it  more  necessary  than  now.  Being  but  one  ne- 
gotiator, and  he  not  approved  by  the  Senate  for  that 
purpose,  and  being  from  an  interested  State,  it  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  the  President  to  have  guided 
and  directed  everything  He  is  the  head  of  the 
Union,  and  should  have  attended  to  the  interest  of 
the  whole  Union;  on  the  contrary,  he  abandons 
everything  to  his  Secretary,*  and  this  Secretary 
takes  care  of  one  section  of  the  Union,  afid  of 
his  own  State,  and  of  Great  Britain;  and  leaves 
the  other  two  sections  of  the  Union  out  of  the 
treaty.  The  Northern  States,  coterminous  with 
Canada,  get  their  boundaries  adjusted;  Massachu- 
setts gets  money,  which  her  sister  Stales  are  to 
pay;  and  Great  Britain  takes  two  slices  and  all 
her  military  frontiers  from  the  State  of  Maine! 
the  the  S.  and  W.  States  are  left  as  they  were ! — the  na- 
tural result  of  a  negotiation  committed,  without  in- 
structions, to  a  single  negotiator;  and  that  nego- 
tiator the  man  who  declared  he  would  not  vote 
the  money  for  defence  which  President  Jackson 
required,  even  if  the  enemy  was  battering  at  the 
doors  of  the  Capitol !  and  whose  subserviency  to 
Brkish  interests,  has  so  often  and  so  deplorably 
been  manifested. 

8.  The  fear  of  war.  This  Walpole  argument 
is  heavily  pressed  upon  us,  and  we  are  constantly 
told  that  the  alternatives  lie  between  this  treaty — 
•he  whole  of  it,  just  as  it  is — or  war !  This  is  a  de- 
grading argument,  if  true;  and  infamous  if  false! 
and  false  it  is:  and  more  than  that,  it  is  as  shame- 
less as  it  is  unfounded!  What!  the  peace  mission 
come  to  make  war!  It  is  no  such  thing.  It  comes 
to  take  advantage  of  our  deplorable  condition— to 
take  what  it  pleases,  and  lo  repulse  the  rest.  Great 
Britain  is  in  no  condition  to  go  to  war  with  us, 
and  every  child  knows  it.  But  I  do  not  limit  my- 
self to  argument,  and  general  considerations,  to  dis- 
prove this  war  argument.  I  refer  to  the  fact  which 
stamps  it  with  untruth.  Look  lo  the  notes  of  Sir 
Charles  Vaughan  and  Mr.  Bankhead,  demanding 
the  execution  of  the  award,  and  declaHog  that 
1/5  executio7i  would  remove  every  impediment  to 
the  harmony  qf  the  two  countries.  After  that, 
and  while'  holding  these  authentic  declara- 
tions in  our  hands,  are  we  to  be  told  that 
(he  peace  mission  requires  more  than  the  award'^ 
requires  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  more  qf 
boundary?  requires  ^500,000  for  Rouse's  Point, 
which  the  award  gave  us  without  money?  requires 
a  naval  and  diplomatic  alliance,  which  she  dared  not 
mention  in  the  time  of  Jackson  or  Van  Buren?  re- 
quires the  surrender  of  "rebels"  under  the  mme  of 
criminals?  and  puts  the  South  and  West  at  de- 
fiance, while  conciliating  the  non-slaveholding 
States?  and  gives  us  war,  if  we  do  not  consent  to 
all  this  degradation,  insult,  and  outrage?  Are  we 
to  be  told  this?  No,  sir,  no!  There  is  no  danger 
of  war;  but  this  treaty  will  make  a  war,  if  it  is 
ratified.  It  gives  up  all  our  advantages;  leaves  us 
with  great  questions  unsettled;  increases  the  auda- 
city of  the  British;  weakens  and  degrades  us;  and 
leaves  us  no  alternative  but  war  to  save  the  Co- 
lumbia, to  prevent  impressment,  lo  resist  search, 
to  repel  Schlosser  invasions,  and  to  avoid  a  San 
Domingo  insurrection  in  the  South,  excited  from 
London^  from  Canada,  and  from  Nassau. 

9.  I  cof^clude  this  head  of  general  objections  with 
the  notice  of  an  exhibiiion  on  this  floor,  preceded 
by  private  and  impressive  revelations  to  Senators 
wiinout,  which  the  honor  of  the  contrivers  would 

"This  has  since  been  publ.cly  declart-d  l>y  Mr.  Webster  at 
BoMon.  The  edition  of  hia  speech,  revised  and  corrected  by 
himaelf,  aaya: 

"I  never  can  forget  tho  frankness  aniJ  seneronity  with  which, 

after  nninterrhanse— a  free  and  liberal  i'.terchanjre — he  (the 

^rpsi(ient)  fSnnlly  said  to  me,  that  the  buattuaa  teaa  in  my 

hanfh;  that  upon  my  akoiildeia  reated  the  rfaponaibiUty; 

and  hn  my  declaion  titpended  the  conehiaion  of  the  negotta- 

rioti."      "  *  ,  ^      . 

Thi*  dpchration,  Fo  lofhentlcfilfT  mod.' at  Bos* on,  has  ai nee 
brrn  contradicted  by  its  author  at  New  Vork;  but  the  papers 
communicated  to  the  Senate  show  that  the  Boston  statrment 
waa  correct,  and  ihftt  the  whole  busineae  wae  Ip  the  haoda  of  the 
Becreiary. 


16 


AfPEKOUi 


GLOBE: 


August,  ie4t. 


27th  Cono**«*3dSb88« 


The  British  Treaty— Mn  Benton. 


Senate. 


require  to  be  kept  where  they  attempted  to  place  it— 
in  the  depths  ot  everlasting  oblivion;  but  which  the 
honor  of  the  Senate  requires  to  be  exposed  to  broad 
day-light.    The  Secretary  of  State  has  sent  us,  un- 
(derthe  most  awful  injunctions  of  secrecy,  certain 
letters  from  Mr.  Jared  Sparks,  in  Paris,  covering  a 
certain  disinterred  map,  marked  with  certain  red 
lines,  said  to  be  drawn  by  Dr.  Franklin  when 
minister  in  France,  and  by  which  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  Penobscot  waters  from  the  St. 
John  are«hown  to  be  the  boundary  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  instead  of  the  high- 
lands which  divide  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.    The  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  by  his  po- 
sition, was  made  the  interpreter  of  the  Secretary 
on  this  occasion.    He  unfolded  ;he  whole  to  us, 
with  all  the  invocations  to  secrecy  and  to  despatch 
in  our  work,  which  the  Secretary  had  impelraied 
of  him;  and,  as  a  reason  for  this  despatch  and  se- 
crecy, he  read  us  a  paragraph  in  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton's  letter  of  the  liih  of  July,  from  which  it  was 
to  be  dreaded  that  his  Lordship  and  the  British,  if 
not  forestalled  by  a  prompt  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
might  find  out  our  .secret,  refuse  the  ratification 
themselves,  and  seize  on  all  Maine  down  to  the  Pe- 
nobscot.   At  the  moment  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Poreign'Relations  committee  was  making  these  rev- 
elations and  adjurations,  struck  by  tiie  strangeness 
of  the  scene,  1  demanded  of  him  whether  these 
communications  came  from   the  President'?    He 
answerad.  No;  from  the  Secretary  of  Siate.    I  then 
declared    that    they  were  not    covered   by  the 
rules  of  confidential  intercourse  between  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  and  not  entitled  to  secrecy;  and 
the  less  so,  because  thev  had  already  been  shown  to 
many  Senators  out  ot  doors.    And,  in  the  jsarae 
instant,  I  treated  the  whole  communication  as  a 
most  unworthy  contrivance — a  fraud  upon  the  Brit- 
ish, if  it  was  true;  with  a  request  to  the  Senate  to  be- 
come party  to  the  fraud:  an  insult  to  the  Senate  if 
they  were  false;  and  the  more  so,  if  they  had  al- 
ready  been  shown  to  Lord  Ashburion,  as  they  seem- 
ed to  have  been:  and,  in  any  event,  a  di.sgrace  to 
its  contrivers.    At  the  same  instant,  I  showed  the 
bundle  of  old  maps,  collected  and  preserved  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  belonging  to  the  Congress  Library, 
in  which  this  very  line  was  laid  down  in  the  same 
red  color,  while  the  true  one  was  marked  wiihJots, 
in  a  French  map  made  in  Paii.s,  and  dedicated  and 
presented  to  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  year  1784.    All 
this  I  did  upon  the  instant— in  the  flash  of  the  mo- 
ment— with  the  hot  feeling  of  indignation  upon  me 
— and  without   intending  offence  to  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  whose  position  had  made  him 
the  organ  of  the  Secretary  on  this  humiliating  oc- 
casion. 

I  do  not  go  into  the  full  delence  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
whose  very  ghost  seems  to  have  been  made  to  play 
a  part  to  ravish  from  our  astounded  senses  the  in- 
stant ratification  of  this  treaty.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  defend  him  from  the  re.<«ulting  implications  of 
ihe.se  strange  communications;  and,  to  show  that  his 
geography  could  not  have  mistaken  the  highlands 
between  the  Penobscot  and  the  St.  John,  for  the 
highlands  between  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  At- 
lantic— his  astronomy  could  not  have  mistaken  the 
south  side  of  Nova  Scotia  for  the  northwest  corner 
of  that  province — and  that  his  geometry  coiild  not 
have  substituted  a  crooked  line,  running  zig-zag 
west  from  the  head  of  the  St.  Croix,  for  a  straight 
line  running  from  the  head  of  that  river  due  north 
lothe  intersection  of  the  ridge  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  St.  Lawrence.  I  do  not  go  into  this  de- 
fencff,nor  expose  the  attempt  to  stultify  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, in  order  to  screen  our  present  negotiator  from 
responsibility  for  his  enormous  sacrifices.  That 
task  has  been  assumed  by  the  natural  4pfender  of 
Dr.  Franklin  on  this  floor — ihe'Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi, who  has  married  his  descendant,  [Mr. 
WALKER.J^and  who  will  do  justice  to  the  illustri- 
ous dead.  I  limit  myself  to  showing  a  couple  of 
maps — one  of  which  shows  the  same  line  attributed 
to  Dr.  Franklin,  in  red  coloring,  and  the  true  one 
in  dots;  the  other  shows  the  true  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  marked  by  Mr.  Jefferson.  And,  firsi, 
[  will  explain  how  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
these  maps,  and  chanced  to  have  them  on  my  ta- 
ble at  such  an  appropriate  moment. 

The  way  of  it  is  this:  I  made  it  my  business 
to  go  and  see  Mr.  Jefferson  before  he  died;  and  in 
the  course  of  a  long  winter  evening,  in  which  I 
contrived  to  make  him  do  all  the  talking,  he  said 
to  me  many  things  which  I  have  endeavored  to  re- 
xnembec,  and  to  act  upon  as  occasion  presented^ 


Among  other  things,  he  told  me  that  when  he  was 
minister  in  Paris  he  had*  endeavored  to  make  him-* 
self  master  of  everything  that  related  to  the  New 
World,  and  especially  to  our  own  part  of  it;  and 
for  that  purpose  was  accustomed  to  spend  his  leis- 
ure evenings  in  the  booksellers'  shops,  searching 
out  for  every  publication  that  related  to  the  United 
States  and  the  two  Americas.  He  told  me  of  many 
rare  books,  and  in  various  languages,  which  he 
had  collected,  and  of  a  mass  of  maps  and  charts 
which  he  had  botmd  up;  and  that  all  his  collection 
had  gone  to  the  United  Slates  with  the  sale  of  his 
library,  and  were  in  the  library  of  Congress.  I 
have  often  availed  myself  of  this  information  to 
trace  questions— historical,  political,  geographical- 
through  his  ampte  volumes;  and  had  often  looked 
over  his  collection  of  maps,  venerable  for  their 
age  and  for  the  hand  that  collected  them.  This 
morning,  when  we  locked  our  doors  on  this  treaty, 
I  sent  a  note  to  our  Librarian,  with  a  request  to 
send  me  the  Jefferson  maps;  and  was  actually  look- 
ing over  the  collection  at  the  lime,  and  tracing  the 
well-marked  Northern  boundary  upon  it,  at  the  in- 
stant that  the  chairman  of  the  CommiUee  of  Foreign 
Relations  was  revealing  to  us  the  unexpected  uis- 
coveries  of  Mr.  Jared  Sparks.  It  struck  me  as 
very  strange  that  Mr.  Sparks  should  have  discov- 
ered in  Paris,  in  1842,  documents  of  such  antiquity 
and  of  such  moment  in  relation  to  our  own  country, 
and  as  coming  from  Dr.  Franklin  when  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, who  was  cotemporary  with  the  paper,  the 
successor  of  Dr.  Franklin,  for  so  many  years  in 
Paris,  and  gave  up  so  mucU  of  his  time  and  thoughts 
to  these  researches;— it  struck  me  as  very  strange 
that  all  this  should  happen;  and  immediatelv  be- 
gan to  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  map  in  my  hand, 
to  see  if  it  was  in  his  collection.  Immediately  I 
fell  upon  the  same  red  line  in  a  map  made  in  Paris, 
in  1784,  and  dedicated  and  presented  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin; which  map  I  instantly  showed  to  the  Senate, 
and  had  placed  on  the  Secretary's  table  for  the  in- 
spection of  all  the  Senators.  Its  title  is  in  these 
words: 

"  Carte  des  Btats  Unis  de  VAmeriqu^^  suivant  le 
trails  de  paix  de  1783.  Dediee  el  presentee  d  Son 
EzceUenoe  Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  ministre  des 
Etats  Unis  de  VAmerique  pres  la  cour  de  Prance; 
ancien  President  de  la  Convention  de  Pensilvanie,  et 
de  la  Societe  Philosopkique  de  Philadelpkie,  tf-c,  ^c. 
Par  son  tres  humile  et  tres  obeisant  serviteurj 
Latere,  1784;  avec privilege du  Roi, — Paris" 

Here  is  the  map,  which  presents  the  same  line, 
and  in  the  same  color,  with  the  one  which  Mr. 
Sparks  has  discovered:  and  with  it  is  the  true  line, 
in  dots,  running  up  to  tne  northwest  comer  of  Nova 
Scotia.  Ii  was  no  secret  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time,  as 
its  position  now  proves.  It  was  of  no  weight  in  the 
determination  of  the  boundary,  as  Mr.  Jefferson's 
own  map  shows,  made  also  in  the  year  1784,  giving 
us  all  up  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Nova  Sco- 
lia,  and  all  the  commanding  islands  which  we 
have  since  lost  by  diplomacy — Campo-bello,  Grand 
Mcnan,  Bois-blanc,  and  the  grand  trading  route  be- 
tween Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
and  it  was  of  no  weight  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  mind 
in  any  way,  as  his  correspondence  on  the  vari- 
ous attempts  to  settle  the  Northeastern  bound- 
ary constantly  showed.  But  I  leave  all  this  to  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Walker,]  who  has 
already  done  good  execution  upon  Mr.  Sparks's 
revelation.  I  limit  myself  to  the  production  of  the 
maps,  one  of  which  shows  that  Mr.  Sparks's  secret 
is  no  secret;  and  the  other  of  which  shows  us  the 
true  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  as  settled  by 
the  treaty  of  Independence,  and  before  diplomacy 
had  mystified  and  mutilated  it,  and  which  give  us 
the  commanding  route  through  the  long  lakes  west 
of  Lake  Superior;  the  Bois-blanc  island,  which 
commands  the  Detroit  river;  the  islands  of  Canopo- 
bello  and  Grand  Menan,  which  command  the  Bay 
ofFundy;and  the  lofty  mountain  which  covered 
Maine,  and  commanded  Cluebec;  all  of  which 
British  diplomacy  has  taken  from  us. 

I  turn  to  the  device  of  our  Secretary  negotiator, 
and  his  attempt  lo  ravish  a  ratification  from  us  by 
means  of  this  raw  head  and  bloody  bones,  and  his 
attempt  to  impose,  as  a  secret  upon  the  Senate,  what 
was  evidently  known  to  Lord  Ashburion.  Taken 
in  any  way,  and  it  is  a  most  disreputable  cpmri- 
vance.  If  Dr.  Franklin's  pretended  marks  ar^  the 
true  lines,  and  we  have  Jound  a  piece  of  evidence 
which  defeats  our  claim  to  one-third  of  Maine,  then 
honor  requires  us  lo  show  it  lo  the  British;  if.  on  the 
other  hand,  these  marks  are  the  same  with  those  on 

Hthe  map  I  produce,  and  are  of  no  value,  then  the 
Senate  has  been  bamboozled}  and,  in  either  event, 


the  secrecy  demanded  of  us  has  not  been  required 
of  Lord  Ashburion,  who  shows  veiy  clearly  tnat  he 
has  scented  the  existence  of  Mr.  Sparks's  discov- 
eries !  The  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rives,] 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatioas, 
read  a  paragraph  from  his  Lordship's  letter  of  the 
lllh  ot  July,  to  show  the  danger  we  were  in  of 
losing  more  than  the  treaty  gave  (by  the  British 
finding  oat  our  secret)  if  we  did  not  immediately 
ratify  it.  I  read  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  the  British  minister  knew  our  secret  before 
we  knew  it  ourselves !    This  is  his  paragraph: 

f  "My  in»peetion  of  these  ina|)8,  and  my  examination  of  the 
I  docamentB,  lead  me  to  a  irery  strong  conTiciioa  that  the  hi0i* 
i  landfl  contemplated  by  the  negotiaton  of  the  treaty  wen  i)» 
I  only  highlands  then  known  to  them  at  the  head  of  the  Ptnoh- 
'  9cot^  Kennebec,  and  the  rivert  toeet  of  the  St.  Croix;  and  that 
the^r  did  not  preciwiy  know  how  the  north  line  from  the  Bt. 
Cruix  would  strike  them;  and,  if  it  were  not  my  wish  toahonen 
tills  diecuasion,  I  beiieve  a  very  good  argumroC  might  be  drawn 
from  the  words  of  the  treaty  in  proof  of  tbia    In  the  negotia- 
tions with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  aiierward  wl^h  Mr.  Hclane,  this 
view  seemed  to  prevail;  and,  as  yon  are  aware,  there  were 
proposals  to  search  for  these  highlands  to  the  west,  where 
alone  I  believe  they  will  be  found  to  answer  perfectly  the  de- 
scription of  the  treaty.    If  ihit  quettion  thould  unfortunatdy 
go  to  a  further  reference,  lehould  by  no  mean*  despair  of 
,,^iuUng  some  confirmation  of  this  view  of  the  eaaeJ* 

Here  we  have  the  new  discovered  line  shadowed 
forth  for  us,  along  the  heads  of  the  Penobscot  and 
the  Kennebec,  and  west  of  the  Sl  Croix,  as  marked 
in  the  secret  map  from  Paris,  and  the  public  one 
from  our  library,  with  the  expref^ion  or  the  opia-* 
ion  that  it  will  answer  perfectly  the  description  of 
the  treaty;  with  the  significant  dedaraticm  that  his 
Lordship  will  not  de^Hiir  of  finding  some  confirma- 
tion  of  his  opinion,  if  the  question  goes  to  further 
reference.    I  submit  this  paragraph  as  evidence 

(that  his  Lordship  had  already  found  Mr.  Sparks's 
discoveries,  and  placed  as  little  value  upon  them 
as  I  do,  and  has  only  given  these  hints  to  assist  at 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Afier  this,  what  are 
we  to  think  of  the  private  exhibitions  of  this  Paris 
discovery  to  Senators,  before  it  was  given  to  the 
Senate?  What  must  we  think  of  the  invocations 
to  secrecy  with  which  it  was  communicated  to  usi 
What  must  we  think  of  such  a  mode  of  operating 
upon  the  Senate?  And,  above  all,  what  mast  we 
think  of  the  treaty  which,  in  the  opinion  of  its  ne- 
gotiatorj  requires  a  resort  to  such  contrivances  to 
procure  its  ratification? 

I  have  finished  my  view  of  (his  treaty,  for  what  it  conUinaL 
and  will  not  recapitulate  anything.  I  find  the  treaty  objection- 
able  in  every  point  of  view,  for  what  iiconiains— for  whatit 
omits— for  the  manner  of  making  it— «nd  the  manner  of  seeking 
its  ratification.  Applause  isl>estowed  upon  ll.  TIua  is  a  matter 
of  aiurse  with  all  things  done  by  any  Government.  Bat,  to  aoy 
Oiic  who  knows  the  exertions  made  by  the  British  OovemnMm 
to  procure  our  assent  to  the  a^^d,  it  must  be  known  that  sach 
a  treaty  as  this  might  have  been  made  on  any  day  by  mail. 
Such  a  paper  as  that  marked  B,  and  identified  by  the  nguture 
of  our  Secretary,  and  by  him  communicated  to  the  Maine  com- 
missioners,—such  a  paper  as  that,  transmiUed  by  mail  to  Lon- 
don, would  have  had  its  response  by  return  mall,  accepdog  it 
in  totOy  and  sending  us  as  much  money  into  the  baraain,  if  we 
had  asked  it,  as  would  have  paid  our  new  pubiic  ^bt  msny 
times  over.  The  cry  of  warta  raised,lftheireaiy  is  not  rati- 
fied. The  British  were  not  going  to  war,  because  we  would  not 
give  tham  double  as  much  as  they  were  anxious  to  receive  m. 
.;r  the  award.  That  much  they  intended  to  have,  if  It  could  be 
S>t;  and  for  that  they  intended  to  bully  up  to  the  point  of  holding 
e  lighted  match  over  the  loaded  and  primed  cannon.  Whether 
they  touched  the  match,  would  depend  upcm  our  counienanoe— 
the  war  c^^untenance  of  our  Government.  This  I  always  (oU 
the  Senator  from  Malne[lookingatMi*.  Williams  ]  I  made 
no  speeches  when  such  brave  ones  were  uttered  on  this  Hoor^ 
but  I  constantly  told  him  that  Maine  was  in  danger !  and  if  any- 
thing saved  her,  it  would  be  the  war  countenance  of  the 
American  Government.  [Mr.  WjLLLasis  nodded  aaecni.] 
Unhappily,  ihey  have  found  a  time  when  our  Government  lot 
no  war  countenance  to  show !  when  a  peace  embassy  bss  beta 
saffleienlto  fVighten  our  administmiion  out  ofdoubleasmadi 
as  the  British  asked  in  Jackson's  and  Van  Barents  time!  The 
rfifusal  to  make  this  treaty  would  have  brought  no  war;  its  rvy 
fixation  will  bring  war  in  the  run  ofdme.  There  are  unsettled 
subjects,  which  cannot  he  settled  with  honor  or  safety  after  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty.  Contempt  is  now  oar  portion  from 
the  British.  Her  present  success  will  increase  har  audsciiy. 
The  Columbia  will  be  now  considered  hers;  imprcBsmeni  will 
be  revived  when  it  suits  her;  liberation  of  slaves  in  Canada  and 
the  West  Indies  wfll  go  on;  the  affkir  of  8chl<vser  will  be  r^ 
peated  as  often  as  It  pleases  the  colonial  authorities^  The  fosr 
deferred  subjects  are  now  incapable  of  being  settled,  except  on 
terras  to  which  war— the  m'^st  exasperated  war— will  be  pre- 
ferable. I  look  upon  the  ratification  of  thb  treaty  as  a  calaa' 
ity  to  the  country;  still  I  am  not  Insensible  to  the  embansst' 
mem  of  Senators  who  yield  it  a  reluctant  aaeeni.  They axpect 
nothing  better.  After  the  manner  in  wtiich  our  claim  bss  ben 
weakened,  and  the  British  s'rengthrned,  by  the  condact  ot  oor 
Secretary— by  his  surrender  of  110  miles  on  this  side  tht 
awarded  line— by  his  tSOO,OOOfor  Rouse's  Point;  and,  abovsali. 
by  his  arraying  the  authority  of  Dr.  Franklin  against  ua.  to  tiis 
whole  extent  of  the  British  claim  down  to  the  Penobst^-— 
after  this,  they  expect  noihinR  bettei  than  we  have  got,  andars 
ready  to  cImm  a  bad  bargain  for  fear  it  bocomee  worse.  They 
yield  reluctantly;  and  every  patriot  bosooi  in  Maine  and  Mas. 
sachusetts  must  now  repent  the  rejection  of  the^award,  and 
hold  the  man  to  accotvM  who^  rejecting  it,  has  made  a  (ratty  n 
\  mttch  worse,  '^ 
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The  British  Treaty— Mr.  Benton. 


Senate. 


I  proceed  to  ihe  omitted  subjects;  and  here  the  ob- 
jecuons  to  the  treaty  are  fully  as  great  for  what  it 
omits  as  for  what  it  contaizLs.  The  special  mission 
came  gloriously  heralded  as  a  mission  of  peace— 
to  settle  everythfng;  and  to  give  a  new  point  of  de- 
parture to  the  inhabitants  ot  two  great  countries  in 
the  walks  o{  social,  commercial,  and  political  in- 
tercourse. It  has  only  settled  part;  leaving  four 
sobjects  oat  of  seven  to  be  pursued  ai  London,  with 
vastly  diminished  prospects  of  success;  and  pro- 
daciog  all  the  effect  of  a  separate  treaty  witn  a 
part  of  the  confederacy,  and  that  at  the  moment 
when  British  legislation  had  given  a  separate  trade, 
and  virtually  a  free  trade,  to  this  same  part,  in  the 
great  staples  of  grain  and  provisions.  The  mis- 
sion of  peace  has  given  a  separate  peace  to  the 
Northern  States:  th«new  corn  law  has  giveft  them  a 
separate  trade;  and  the  American  citizen  is  very 
differently  constituted  from  what  I  am,  who  can 
believe  these  coincidences  to  be  the  effect  of  acci- 
dent, or  a  cause  for  joy  in  the  American  Union. 

r  The  omitted  or  pretermitted  subjects  are  four: 
the  Columbia  river — impressment— the  outrage  on 
the  Caroline — and  the  liberation  of    American 
slaves,  carried  by  violence  or  misfortune  into  the 
British  West  India  islands,  or  enticed  into  Can- 
ada.    Of  these,  1  begin  with  the  Columbia,  be- 
cause equal  in  imponance  to  any,  and,  from  po- 
sition, more  particularly  demanding  my  attention. 
'The  country  on  this  great  river  is  ours:  diplomacy 
has  endangered  its  title:  Ijic  British  have  the  pos- 
session, and  have  repulsed  us  from  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  its  northern  shore,  and  from  all  the  fur 
region  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  up  into  all  the 
valleys  and  gorges  of  the  Rocky  mountains.    Our 
citizens  are  beginning  to  go  there;  and  the  seeds 
of  national  contestation  between  the  British  and 
Americans  are  deeply  and  thickly  sown  in  that 
^Qarter.    From  the  moment  that  we  discovered  it, 
preat  Britain  has  claimed  this  country;  and  for  thirty 
nears  past  this  claim  has  been  a  point  of  contested 
and  deferred  diplomacy,  in  which  every  step  taken 
has  be«na  step  for  the  benefit  of  her  claim,  and  for 
the  injury  of  ours.  The  germe  of  a  war  lies  there: 
and  this  mission  of  peace  should  have  eradica'ea 
that  germe.  On  the  contrary,  it  does  n^i  notice  it! 
Neither  the  treaty  nor  the  correspondence  names 
or  notices  it!  and  if  it  were  not  for  a  meagre  and 
stinted  paragraph  in  the  President's  message,  com- 
manicating  and   recommending   the    treaty,    we 
should  not  know  that  the  name  of  the  Oregon  had 
occurred  to  the  negotiators.    That  paragraph  is  in 
these  words: 

*'A(ler  sundry  informBi  communicaiions  with  the  Btiiifih 
minister  upon  the  aubjeci  of  the  claims  of  the  two  cnuntrics  ro 
lerriiory  west  of  the  Rocky  mouriiaiii?,  so  liiile  probability 
was  found  to  exist  of  cominv  to  any  ngreement  on  itiat  subject 
at  present,  that  Jt  was  not  thought  expociient  to  make  It  one  of 
the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation,  to  be  ei.teied  u|Hin  between 
thii  Government  and  the  BViiL^h  minister,  as  pan  of  his  du- 
ties uoder  his  special  mission." 

This  is  all  that  appears  in  relation  to  a  disputed 
country,  equal  in  extent  to  the  Atlantic  portion  of 
the  old  thirteen  United  States;  superior  to  them  in 
climate,  soil,  and  configuration;  adjacent  to  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi;  fronting  Asia;  holding 
the  key  to  the  North  Pacific  ocean;  the  only  coun- 
try fit  for  colonization  on  the  extended  coast  of 
Northwest  America;  a  countiy  which  belongs  to 
the  United  States  by  a  title  as  clear  as  tfteir  title 
to  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  a  resolve  of 
Congress,  daring  Mr.  Monroe's  administration, 
declared  to  be  occluded  against  European  coloniza- 
tion; which  Great  Britain  is  now  colonizing;  and 
the  title  to  which  has  been  a  subject  of  diplomatic 
discussion  for  thirty  years.  This  ir^  all  that  is  heard 
ofsuch  a  country,  and  such  a  dispute,  in  this  mis- 
sion of  peace,  which  was  lo  settle  everything.  To  ' 
supply  this  omission,  and  to  erect  some  barrier 
against  the  dangers  of  improvident,  indifferent, 
ignorant,  or  treacherous  diplomacy  in  future  nego- 
tiations in  relation  to  this  great  country,  it  is  my 
purpose  at  present  to  state  our  title  to  il;  and,  in 
doing  so,  to  expose  the  fallacy  of  the  British  preten- 
sions; and  thus  to  leave  in  the  bosom  of  the  Senate, 
and  on  the  page  of  our  legislative  history,  the 
faithful  evidences  of  our  right,  and  which  shall 
attest  our  title  to  all  succeeding  generations. 

Our  title  to  this  great  adjunct  domain  rests  upon 
eight  poinLs,  almost  any  one  of  which  is  suthcieni 
to  vindicate  it.    They  are: 

I.  The  discoverv  of  the  Columbia  river,  at  its 
mouth,  in  1790,  by  Captain  Gray  of  Boston;  and  the 
imposition  of  the  American  name  of  his  ship  unon 
it:  a  discovery  which  enured  to  the  benefit  ot  his 


country,  and  a  name  which  atlc&tcd  its  posses- 
sion and  sovereignty. 

2.  The  discovery  of  the  same  river,  at  its  head, 
and  thence  to  its  mouth  in  the  ocean,  by  Lewis  add 
Clarke,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  years  1804-5. 

3.  The  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  in 
1811,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Astor,  of  New 
York,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  whose 
settlement  enured  to  the  benefit  of  his  country. 

4.  The  treaty  of  1803  with  the  French  republic; 
by  which  the  United  States  acquired  Louisiana, 
an.!  with  it  an  open  question  of  boundaries  to  the 
northwest. 

5.  The  treaty  of  1819  with  the  King  of  Spain; 
by  which  the  United  States  acquired  all  the  rights 
of  Spain  to  the  country  north  of  42  degrees  beyond 
the  JRocky  mountains.  - 

6.  The  Nootka  Sound  contest,  in  1790,  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  the  treaty  growing 
out  of  it;  by  which  Spain  vindicated  her  title 
against  the  British  as  rar  north  as  the  latitude  of 
that  sound,  in  50  degrees. 

7.  The  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1714,  between  France 
and  England;  by  which  the  boundaries  between 
the  French  and  British  were  seuled  in  North 
America;  and  this  settlement  becoming  ours,  as 
successors  to  the  French  in  that  part  of  her  do- 
minions. 

8.  The  treaty  of  Ghent  in  1814;  by  which  Great 
Britain  restored  Astoria  to  the  United  States  as  an 
American  possession. 

I  By  these  several  titles,  the  United  States  have 
collected  into  their  own  hands  all  the  rights  de- 
rived from  first  discovery,  and  from  first  settle- 
ment, reinforced  by  all  the  claims  of  France  and 
Spain.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss,  but  merely 
10  state  these  titles.  The  facts  on  which  they  rest 
are  generally  known  to  the  country,  except  so  far 
as  they  are  derivable  from  the  Nootka  Sound  and 
Utrecht  treaties;  and  on  these  two  points  I  feel 
called  upon  to  make  the  statements,  and  to  give 
the  elucidations,  which  manifest  their  application 
to  our  question  of  title. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  between  France  and 
England,  as  all  the  world  knows,  was  the  treaty 
which  put  an  end  to  the  wars  of  Clueen  Anne 
and  Louis  the  i4th,  and  settled  their  differences  in 
America  as  well  as  in  Europe.  Both  England  and 
France  were  at  that  time  large  territorial  posses- 
sors in  North  America — the  English  holding  Hud- 
son's Bay  and  New  Britain,  beyond  Canada,  and 
her  Atlantic  colonies  on  this  sideof  it;  and  France 
holding  Canada  and  Louisiana.  These  were  vast 
possessions,  with  unfixed  boundaries.  The  tenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  provided  for  fixing 
these  boundaries.  Under  this  article,  British  and 
French  commissioners  were  appointed  to  define 
the  possessions  of  the  two  nations;  and  by  these 
commissaries  two  great  points  were  fixed,  (not  to 
speak  of  others,)  which  have  become  landmarks 
in  the  definition  of  boundaries  in  North  America, 
namely:  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  49ih 
parallel  of  north  latitude  west  of  that  lake.  These 
two  points  were  established  above  a  century  and 
a  quarter  ago,  as  dividing  the  French  and  British 
dominions  in  that  quarter.  As  successful  rebels, 
we  acquired  one  of  these  points  at.  the  end  of  the 
Revolution.  The  treaty  of  independence  of  1783 
gave  us  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  as  a  landmark  in 
the  (then)  northwest  corner  of  the  Union.  As 
successors  to  the  French  in  the  ownership  of 
Louisiana,  we  acquired  the  other,  the  treaty  of 
1803  having  ^iven  us  that  province  as  France  and 
Spain  had  held  it;  and  that  was«  on  the  north,  by  the 
parallel  of  49  degrees.  Beginning  in  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  our  northern  Louisiana  boundary  fol- 
lowed the  49ih  parallel  to  the  west.  How  iarl  is 
now  the  important  question;  and  I  repeat  the 
words  of  the  report  of  the  commissaries,  accepted 
bv  their  respective  nations,  when  I  answer — 
"INDEFINITELY !"  I  quote  the  words  of  the  re- 
port when  I  answer,  (omitting  all  the  previous 
parts  of  the  line,)  ''lo  tlie  latitude  of  45  elet^recs 
north  of  the  cquaior^  and  alons^  thai  parallel  in- 
dcfuhitcly  to  the  icest."  [A  Senator  asked  where 
all  this  was  found.]  Mr.  Benton.  I  find  it  in 
the  state  papers  of  France  an«lJCngland  above  an 
hundred  years  ago,  and  in  tlAse  of  the  United 
Slates  since  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  I  quote 
now  from  Mr.  Madison's  instructions,  when  Sec- 
retary of  State  under  Mr.  Jefferson  in  IHOl,  t<» 
Mr.  Monroe,  then  our  minister  in  London;  and 
given  to  him  to  fortify  him  in  his  defence  of  our 
new  acquisition.    The  cardinal  word  in  this  re- 


port  of  the  commissaries  is  the  word  "indeji' 
nUely;*'  and  that  word  it  was  the  object  of  the 
British  to  expunge,  from  the  moment  that  we 
discovered  the  Columbia,  and  acquired  Loui- 
siana—events which  were  of .  the  same  era  in 
our  history,  and  almost  cotemporaneous.  In  the 
negotiations  with  Mr.  Monroe,  (which  ended  in  a 
treaty,  rejected  by  Mr.  Jefferson  without  oo^^ muni- 
cation  to  the  Senate,)  the  effort  was  to  limit  the 
line,  and  to  terminate  it  at  the  Rocky  mountains; 
well  knowing  that  if  this  line  was  suffered  to  con- 
tinue indefinitely  to  the  west,  it  would  deprive  them 
of  all  they  wanted;  for  il  would  strike  the  ocean 
three  degrees  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia. 
Without  giving  us  what  we  were  entitled  to  by  the 
right  of  discoveries,  and  as  successors  to  Spain,  it 
would  still  take  Ubm  Great  Britain  all  tnat  she 
wanted — which  was  the  mouth  of  the  river,  its  har- 
bor, the  position  which  commanded  it,  and  its  right 
bank,  in  the  rich  and  timbered  region  of  tide- water. 
The  line  on  the  49th  parallel  would* cut  her  off 
from  all  these  advantages;  and,  therefore,  to  muti- 
late that  line,  and  stop  it  at  the  Rocky  mountains, 
imihediately  became  her  inexorable  policy.  At 
Ghent,  in  1814,  the  effort  was  renewed.  The  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Great 
Britain  could  not  agree;  and  nothing  was  done.^  At 
London,  in  1818,  the  effort  was  successful;  sltA  in 
the  convention  then  signed  in  that  city,  the  line  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  stopped  at  the  Rocky 
mountains.  The  country  on  the  Columbia  was 
laid  open  for  ten  years  to  the  joint  occupation  of 
tb^ citizens  and  subjects  of  both  powers;  and,  af- 
terwards, by  a  renewed  convention  at  London,  this 
joint  occupation  was  renewed  indefinitely,  and  nn« 
til  one  of  the  parties  should  give  notice  for  its  ter- 
mination. It  is  under  this  privilege  of  joint  occu- 
pation that  Great  Britain  has  taken  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  from  it,s  head 
to  its  mouth,  and  alxo  exclusive  possession  of  the 
fur-trade  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  into  the  heart 
of  the  Rocky  mountains.  Mr.  friend  and  colleague 
[Mr.  Linn]  has  submitted  a  motion  to  require  the 
President  to  give  the  stipulated  notice  for  the  ter- 
mination of  this  convention*— »  convention  so  im« 
equal  in  its  operation,  from  the  inequality  of  title 
between  the  two  parties,  and  from  the  organized 
power  of  the  British  in  that  quarter,  under  the 
powerful  direction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Fur  Com- 
pany. Thus  our  title  as  far  as  latitude  49,  so 
valid  under  the  single  guaranty  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  without  looking  to  other  sources,  has 
been  jeoparded  by  this  improvident  convention;  and 
the  longer  it  stands,  the  worse  it  is  for  us.  The 
article  is  in  these  words: 

*1(  ii  agreed  that  any  country  that  may  tie  claimed  hy  either 

earty  oq  (he  narthwest  coe«t  of  America,  weeiward  of  the 
tony  mountains,  ahall,  logeiher  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and 
creeks,  and  the  navigation  ofall  rirers  within  the  same^  be  free 
and  open  for  ihe  term  often  yean  from  tlie  date  of  the  signaturo 
of  this  convention,  to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of  the 
two  powers;  It  being  well  understood  that  this  agreement  Is  not 
to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either  of  the 
two  high  contracting  parties  may  have  to  any  part  of  said  coun* 
try:  nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  affect  th6  claims  of  any  other  power 
or  state  to  any  part  of  the  said  country;  the  only  object  of  the 
high  contracUng  parties,  in  that  respect,  being  to  prevent  dis- 
putes and  diflerences  amonsst  ihemselves.*'    L Aktiolb  iil] 

The  faults  of  this  article  are  three,  namely : 
1.  In  assuming  that  there  were  divers  harbors," 
bays,  creeks,  and  navigable  rivers  west  of  the 
Rocky  mountains,  some  belonje^ng  to  the  United 
States,  and  some  to  Great  Britain;  and  that  mu- 
tuality of  benefits  was  conferred  by  giving  to  each 
party  access  to  these  waters  of  the  other.  Even  if 
such  difi'erent  ownerships  of  different  waters  had 
existed  in  Chat  quarter,  it  would  have  been  the  ready 
way  to  generate  disputes,  instead  of  preventing 
them,  to  tHrow  open  the  gates  of  each  to  the  en- 
trance ot  the  other.  But  there  was  no  such  sepa- 
rate and  respective  ownership.  There  was  but  one 
owner  of  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  navigable  riv- 
ers in  that  quarter:  and  that  owner  was  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  its  ownership  only  applied  to  one 
harbor,  one  bay,  one  creek,  and  one  navigable  riv- 
er in  that  quarter;  and  all  these  four  descriptions  of 
waters  resolved  themselves  into  one  single  stream 
and  ius  estuary — the  Columbia  river.  This  was 
perfectly  well  known  at  the  time — the  navigator, 
Vancouver,  and  the  fur-trader,  Sir  Alexander  Mc- 
Kenzie,  having  both  finished  their  explorations,  and 
reported  the  Columbia  river  to  be  the  only  navigja- 
ble  stream  in  all  that  coast;  and  the  harbor  at  its 
mouth  as  being  the  only  one  that  communicated 
with  the  interior  of  the  continent.  The  British, 
then,  by  the  terms  of  the  convention,  got  possession 
of  our  harbor  and  our  river,  while  they  had  ' 
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harbor  nor  river  for  as  to  possess;  and  thas  a  treaty 
<»qnal  and  fair  in  its  terms,  became  ntieqaal  and  tin- 
la  if  .in  its  operation. 

•2.  The  second  fault  of  the  treaty  was  in  admit- 
ting'an  organized  and  powerful  portion  of  theBrit* 
ish  people  to  come  into  possession  of  our  territo- 
ries jointly  with  individual  and  disconnected  pos- 
sessors on  our  part.  The  Hadson's  Bay  Company 
held  dominion  there  on  the  north  of  our  territories. 
They  were  powerful  in  themselves,  perfectly  or- 
igan ized,  protected  by  their  Government,  united 
with  it  in  policy,  and  controlling  all  the  Indians 
from  Canada  and  the  Rocky  mountains  oui  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  north  to  Baffin's  Bay.  This 
company  was  admitted,  by  the  convention  of  1818, 
to  a  joint  possession  with  us  of  all  our  territories  on 
the  Columbia  river.  The  effect  was  soon  seen. 
Their  joint  possesion  immediately  became  ex- 
clusive on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  Our  fiir- 
iraders  were  all  driven  from  beyond  the  Rocky 
mountains;  then  driven  out  of  the  mountains; 
more  than  a  thousand  of  them  killed :  forts  were 
built;  a  chain  of  posts  established  to  communicate 
with  Cana'da  and  Hudson's  Bay;  settlers  rntro- 
daced;  a  colony  planted;  firm  possession  acquired; 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  ten  years  when  the  joint 
possession  was  to  cease,  the  intrusive  possessors, 
protected  by  their  Qovemment,  refused  to  go— be- 
gan to  set  np  title— and  obtaiped  a  renewal  of 
the  convention,  without  limit  of  time,  and  until 
they  shall  receive  notice  to  quit.  This  renewed 
convention  was  made  in  1828;  and,  instead  of 
joint  Dossession  with  as  for  ten  years,  while  we 
shoula  have  joint  possession  with  them  of  their 
rivers,  bays  creeks,  and  harbors,  for  the  same  time 
— instead  of  this,  they  have  had  exclusive  posses- 
sion of  oar  territory,  our  river,  oar  harbor,  and 
our  creeks  and  inlets,  for  above  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. They  are  establishing  themselves  as  in  a 
peroianent  possession — making  the  fort  Vancoaver, 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Multnomah  and  Colcimbia, 
in  tide  water,  the  seat  of  their  power  and  opera- 
tions.* The  notice  required  never  will  be  given 
while  the  present  Administration  is  in  power;  nor 
obeved  when  given,  unless  men  are  in  power  who 
will  protect  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  their  coun- 
try. The  fate  of  Maine  has  doubled  the  dangers 
ot  the  Columbia,  and  nearly  placed  ns  in  a  posi- 
tion to  choose  between  WAR  and  INFAMY,  in 
relation  to  that  river. 

3.  The  third  great  fanlt  of  the  convention  was, 
in  admitting  a  claim  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to 
any  portion  of  these  territories.  Before  that  conven- 
tion, she  stated  no  claim;  but  asked  a  favor— the 
favor  of  joint  possession  for  ten  years:  now  she  sets 
up  title.  That  title  is  backed  by  possession.  Pos- 
stession  among  nations,  as  well  as  among  individ- 
uals, is  eleven  points  out  of  twelve;  and  the  bold 
policy  of  Great  Britain  well  knows  how  to  avail 
Itself  of  these  eleven  points.  The  Madawa.ska 
settlement  has  read  as  a  lesson  on  that  head;  and  the 
success  there  must  lead  to  still  greater  boldness  else- 
where. The  London  convention  of  1818  is  to  the 
Columbia,  what  the  Ghent  treaty  of  J 814  was  to 
Maine;  that  is  to  say.  the  first  false  step  in  a  game 
in  which  we  furnish  the  whole  stake,  and  then 
play  for  it.  In  Maine  the  game  is  np.  The  bold 
-^ — ■ — ■ — ' 

*  -'Thla  fort  i«  on  the  noiih  side  of  the  Columbia,  nearly  op* 
poflite  the  moutti  of  the  Multnomah,  in  the  region  of  tide- water, 
an  I  near  the  head  of  ahip  navigation.  Ilia  a  grand  poaiiion,  both 
in  a  military  and  commercial  point  of  view,  and  formed  to  com- 
mand the  whule  region  watered  by  Uie  Columbia  and  iia  tnbu. 
urie«.  The  aurrounding  country,  both  m  climate  and  toil,  la 
capable  of  aoataining  a  larce  population;  and  its  reaourcea  tn  ' 
Umber  gi?e ample  facilitiea  Tor  ahip-buildjQg.  This  pn»iia  for- 
tifieil  with  cannon;  and,  having  been  aelecied  aa  the  principal 
or  maater  poaUlon,  no  pa>n8  have  been  spared  to  strengijien  and 
improve  it.  For  thia  parpoae,  the  old  pout  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  has  been  abandoned.  About  120  acrea  of  ground  are 
in  cultivation;  and  the  product  in  wheat,  barley,  oata,  com,  pc 
tatoea,  and  oilier  vegetablea,  ta  equal  to  what  ia  imown  in  the 
bf  at  parte  of  the  United  Staiea.  Domeatic  animala  are  numer 
oufl— the  homed  cattle  having  been  atated  to  me  at  300j  bogi, 
linraee,  aheep.  and  goata,  in  proportion;  alao,  the  oaual  domestic 
fowI#:  everything,  in  fact,  indicating  a  permanent  e«tablieh. 
ment.  9)iip>building  baa  commenced  nt  thia  plac«.  One  vea. 
■el  haa  been  built  and*rigi;e<).  aent  to  aea,  and  employed  in  the 
trade  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  I  alao  met  a  gentleman,  on  my  way 
CO  Lake  Wlnnlpec,  at  the  portaae  between  the  Columbia  and 
Aihabaaca,  who  waa  on  hie  way  fiom  Hudaon'a  Iky  to  Fort  Col. 
ville,  witha  nuaterahipcaiprsnier,  and  who  was  deatlned  for 
Fort  Vanccniver,  f»>T  the  purpose  of  building  a  ahio  of  cnnsid- 
nrable  burden.  Both  eriat  and  aaw  milla  have  been  butli  at 
Fort  Vancouver:  with  the  latter,  they  mw  the  timber  which  ia 
nreded  for  their  own  um,  aud  alao  for  exportation  lo  the  |ijind< 
wich  lalanda;  upon  the  former,  iheir  wheat  ia  manufactured  In- 
to flour.  And,  from  all  that  I  could  learn,  thia  important  poat 
la  »ilenily  growl:ie  up  into  a  colony;  and  ia,  p«rhapp,  Intended 
«■  a  future  military  and  naval  ataiion,  which  waa  noiexpectrd 
to  be  delivered  up  at  the  expiration  of  the  treaty  which  granted 
chem  a  temporary  and  joinipoeaeaelon.''—afa;or  Pilcher'are. 
r>rt  to  Me  ffecreiory  of  m>r,  Oc/.,  1830. 


hand  of  Great  Britain  haa  clutched  the  stake;  and 

goihiog  but  the  courage  of  oar  people  will  save  the 
iolumbia  from  the  same  catastrophe. 
I  proceed  with  more  satisfaction  to  our  title  under 
the  Nootka  Sound  treaty,  and  can  state  it  in  a  few- 
words.  All  the  world  knows  the  commotion  which 
was  excited  in  1790  by  the  Nootka  Sound  contro- 
versy between  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  It  was  a 
case  in  which  the  bullying  of  England  and  the  cour- 
age of  Spain  were  both  tried  to  the  %€  plus  ultra 
point,  and  in  which  Spanish  courage  gained  the 
victory.  Of  course,  the  British  writers  relate  the 
story  in  their  own  way;  but  the  debates  of  the  Par- 
liament, and  the  terms  of  the  treaty  in  which  all 
ended,  show  things  as  they  were.  The  British, 
presuming  on  the  voyages  of  Captain  Cook,  took 
possession  of  Nootka;  the  Spanish  viceroy  of  Mex- 
ico sent  a  force  toifetch  tne  English  away,  and 
placed  them  in  the  fortress  of  Acapulco.  Pitt  de- 
manded tht;  release  of  his  English,  their  restoration 
to  Nootka,  and  an  apolosy  for  tne  insalito  the 
British  Crown,  in  the  violation  of  its  territory  and 
the  persons  of  its  subjects;  the  Spaniard  refused  the 
release,  the  restoration,  and  the  apology,  on  the 
ground  that  Nootka  was  Spanish  territory,  and  that 
they  would  fight  for  its  possession.  Then  lioth  parties 
prepared  for  war.  The  preparations  fixed  the  atten- 
tion of  all  Europe.  Great  Britain  bullied  to  the 
pointof  holding  tne  match  over  the  touch-hole  of  the 
cannon;  but  the  Spaniards  remaining  firm,  she  re- 
laxed, and  enterea  into  a  convention  which  abne- 
eated  her  claim.  She  accepted  from  the  Spaniards 
the  privilege  of  landing  and  building  huts  on  the 
unoccupied  parts  of  the  coast,  for  the  purpose  of 
iishing  and  trading;  and  while  this  acceptance  nul- 
lified her  claim,  yet  she  took  nothing  under  it — not 
even  temporary  use — never  having  built  a  hut, 
erected  a  tent,  or  commenced  any  sort  of  settlement 
on  any  part  of  the  coast.  Mr.  Fox  keenly  reproach- 
ed Mr.  Piuwith  the  terms  of  this  convention,  be- 
ing, as  he  showed,  a  limitation  instead  of  an  ac- 
quisition of  rights.  In  the  debates  upon  the  Nootka 
question,  he  said: 

"Our  right  before  waa  to  aettie  in  any  part  of  the  Bouih  or 
Northweat  coast  of  America  not  fortifieff  acainat  ua  by  previoua 
ocrupancv;  and  we  were  now  reatricted  to  aetiTe  in  certain 
places  only,  and  under  certain  reetriciione.  Thia  waaanim* 
ponant  conpeatlon  on  our  part.  Our  rieht  of  fishing  extended 
to  the  whole  ocean;  and  now  it,  too,  waa  limitsrt,  and  to  be  car* 
ried  on  within  cenain  llmita  of  the  Spaniah  aeulements.  Our 
right  of  making  aeulementa  waa  not,  aa  now,  a  right  to  build 
huts;  but  to  plant  colooiea^  if  we  thought  proper." 

In  such  terms  did  Mr.  Fox  characterize  the 
Nootka  treaty,  and  rightly;  for  it  showed  that,  in 
1790,  the  British  had  no  rights  on  the  Northwest 
coast  of  America;  that  they  accepted  from  the 
Spaniards,  as  a  concession,  the  privilege  of  hunting 
and  fishing  on  that  coast — a  privilege  which  they 
did  not  even  use.  It  was  not  until  we  discovered 
the  Columbia,  that  she  renewed  a  claim  to  any  ter- 
ritory on  the  Northwest  coast;  and  though  foiled 
by  the  senile  monarchy  oi  Spain,  even  under  the 
ieeble  administration  of  Charles  the  IV  and  the 
favorite  Godoy,  yet  she  expects  to  succeed  against 
our  young  and  peace-loving  Republic. 

Nootka  is  in  latitude  SO— being  four  degrees 
north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia;  and  to  that  de* 
gree  did  Spain  a.<!sert  and  maintain  her  title  against 
Great  Britain  in  1790.  But  that  was  not  the  extent  of 
her  assertion  of  that  right.  Against  the  British, 
she  asserted  it  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  coaf^t; 
against  the  Russians,  (the  only  real  claimants, 
with  ourselves,  in  that  quarter,)  to  latitude  55. 
Thus,  as  deriving  from  Spain,  our  title  is  ^ood 
again.st  England  throughout  the  coast;  against  Rus- 
sia, to  latitude  55.  As  deriving  under  discoveries 
and  settlement,  it  is  good  against  all  the  world,  to 
the  extent  of  the  region  drained  ny  the  waters  of 
the  Columbia  river.  We  discovered  the  river  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source,  took  possession  of  it  as  our 
territory,  and,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  have 
a  clear  and  valid  title  to  it. 

Our  title  is  clear:  that  of  the  British  is  null.  She 
sets  up  none — that  is,  she  states  no  derivation  of 
title.  There  is  not  a  paper  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  in  which  a  British  minister  has  stated  a  title, 
or  even  a  claim.  They  have  endeavored  to  obtain 
the  country  by  the  arts  of  diplomacy;  but  never 
have  stated  a  title,  and  never  can  state  one.  The 
fur-trader  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie  prompted 
the  acauisition,*^ave  the  reason  for  it,  and  never 
pretended  a  title.  His  own  discoveries  gave  no 
title.  They  were  subsequent  to  the  discovery  of 
Captain  Gray,  and  far  to  the  north  of  the  Colum- 
bia. He  never  saw  that  river.  He  missed  the 
head  sources  of  it,  fell  upon  the  Taatuche  Tesse^ 
and  struck  the  Pacific  in  a  latitude  500  miles  (by 


the  coast)  to  the  north  of  the  C!5lambia.  His  sa\^ 
sequent  discoveries  were  all  north  of  that  poiat 
H  '*'  was  looking  for  a  communication  with  the  sea— 
I  or  a  river,  a  harbor,  and  a  place  for  a  colony** 
within  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain;  and,  not 
finding  any,  he  boldlv  recommended  his  Govern- 
ment to  seize  the  Columbia  river,  to  hold  it,  and 
to  expel  the  Americans  from  the  whole  ooantry 
west  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  This  is  what  he 
said.    I  quote  from  his  History  of  the  Far-Trade: 

**TheRuaaiaoa,  who  firat  diacovered  that  along  tbacoasiaof 
Asia  no  useful  or  regular  navigation  existed,  opened  an  interior 
communication  by  rivera,  dec.,  and  through  that  long  and  wide 
extended  continent,  to  the  strait  that  aeparaiea  Aaia  from  Amcri* 
ca,  over  which  they  pasaed  to  the  American  continent  Our 
aituatinii  ia  at  length  in  aome  degree  stmilar  to  theirs— die  non- 
exiatence  of  a  practicable  paaaage  by  aea,  and  the  exiaiflfKe  of 
one  through  the  continent,  are  clearly  proved;  and  it  reqaina 
only  the  countenance  and  auppnrt  of  the  Britiah  Oovsrnmeiit 
to  increaae,  in  a  very  ample  proportion,  thia  national  advaniagt. 
and  aecure  ttte  trade  of  that  country  to  itseoMrcts.         *        ' 

*  By  the  ilvers  which  discharge  them- 
selves Into  Hudaon'a  Bay,  atPori  Nelson,  it  is  proposed  to  carry 
on  the  trade  to  their  source  at  the  head  of  the  8a#i|ratdiiwinB 
river,  which  riaes  in  the  Rocky  mountains,  not  sight  degiees  of 
longitude  from  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  Colomlna  flows  from 
the  same  mounuina,  and  diacharges  itself  iitto  the  Pacific  In 
north  latitude  46  degreea  20  minutes.  Both  of  them  are  capabie 
of  receiving  ahipa  at  their  moutha,  and  are  navigable  ihroiuboat 

forboata. But 

whatever  course  may  betaken  from  the  Atlantic,  Che  Oolum- 
bia  ia  the  line  of  communication  from  the  Pacific  ocean,  point* 
ed  out  by  nature,  as  it  is  the  only  navigable  river  in  the  whole 
extent  of  VancouTet'a  minute  survey  of  the  coaai.  Its  hanki 
alao  form  the  first  level  country  m  all  the  southern  extsnt  of  con- 
tinental coaat  from  Cook'a  entry;  and,  consequently,  the  nm 
northern  eituation  suited  for  the  leeidence  of  a  civilised  people. 
By  openinff  thia  intercourae  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pidb 
oceane,  and  forming  regular  eetabhehments  through  the  intsrier, 
and  at  both  extremes,  as  well  aa  along  the  ooasta  and  ielndi, 
the  entire  ctimmand  of  the  fur^trade  of  North  America  might 
be  obtained  from  latitude  46  to  the  pole,  except  that  portleoof 
it  which  the  Rnasians  have  in  the  Pacific  To  this  may  be 
added  the  fishing  in  buth  aeaa,  and  the  raarketa  in  the  foar  qotr- 
Cera  of  the  glebe.  Burh  would  be  the  field  for  commercial  eo- 
lerpriae,  and  incalculable  would  be  the  produce  of  it,  when  aup- 

girted  by  the  operaiiona  of  that  credit  and  capital  which  Oreai 
ritkin  ao  eminently  possesses.  Then  would  this  conntrj  begin 
to  be  remunerated  for  the  expense  it  has  sustained  io  diecovar* 
ing  and  aurveying  the  coaat  of  the  Pacific  ncran,  which  is  at 
preaent  leA  to  American  adventurera,  who,  without  r^nlari^ 
or  capital,  or  the  deaire  of  conciliating  future  confidence,  look 
altogether  to  the  interests  of  the  moment.  Such  adventQien 
(and  many  of  them,  aa  I  have  been  informed,  have  beam  veiy 
succesafui)  would  inataoily  diaappear  before  a  weU-rwoIatM 
trade.  ......  jg^y 

political  rettpona,  which  it  is  not  pecisaary  here  to  eoamerate, 
roost  present  themaelvea  to  the  mltid  of  every  man  aoqaaSnted 
with  the  enlarged  system  and  capacitiss  of  Britlah  commerce, 
in  aupport  of  tiie  measures  whicn  I  have  briefly  sogeesced  aa 
promiaing  the  most  important  advantages  to  the  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  •  .        "S-  .  .  . 

Let  the  line  begin  where  It  may  on  the  Miasiasippi,  it  nosC  be 
continued  weet,  till  It  terminatea  in  the  Pacific  ocean  to  cbe  eooih 
of  the  Columbia  river." 

This  was  the  recommendation  of  Sir  A.  McKen- 
zie; and,  upon  this  recommendation,  and  preciselv 
for  the  reasons,  commerciai  and  political,  whJcn 
he  gaye.  Great  Britain  has  gone  to  work  to  wrench 
it  from  us.  And  here  let  us  trace  her  pretension; 
(for  title  or  claim  it  cannot  be  called;)  let  ns  trace 
this  pretension,  and  mark  its  exact  parallel  to  the 
movement  upon  Maine.  It  was  in  London,  tn 
1818,  that  the  British  Government  first  discovered 
its  disposition  to  obtain  this  country.  The  riverf 
and  the  harbor  at  its  mouth,  were  what  they  wanted: 
and,  as  the  north  bank  would  give  them  the  com- 
mand of  the  whole,  they  eeneronsly  offered  to  di- 
vide by  the  river,  they  taking  the  north  half,  we 
the  south.  As  this  was  the  commencement  of  tbeir 
pretension,  it  will  be  rie:ht  to  give  them  the  benefit 
of  iheir  own  words.  This  we  can  do  anthenticalljr; 
for,  in  those  days,  protocols  were  kept:  and  the 
American  commissioners  (Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
Rush)  thus  report  the  pretensions  of  Great  Britain 
through  her  commissioners,  (Messrs.  Robinson  and 
Goulburne: 

'1  h  !t  former  Toyagea,  and  principally  that  of  Gape.  Cook, 
gave  IO  (3reat  Britain  the  riffhts  derived  from  dWeovery; 
find  ihey  alluded  to  purchases  from  the  natives  south  of  ids 
rulimihia  river,  which  they  alkged  to  have  been  made  prior  lo 
the  American  Rerolution.  They  did  not  malce  any  formal 
propiwhion  for  a  boundary;  but  intimated  that  the  river  itself 
wan  the  most  convenient  tiiai  could  be  adopted;  and  dial  tliey 
would  not  a«ree  toany  which  did  not  give  them  the  Aorter  et 
(he  mouih  of  the  river,  in  common  wiiti  the  United  Statei." 

This  was  the  state  of  the  pretension  in  Loodoo, 
in  1818:  in  Washington,'  at  the  same  time,  it  wax 
quite  different;  but  just  about  as  strong.    Itso  hap- 

E>ned  that,  while  the  convention  was  in  progress  in 
ondon,  tne  Government  of  the  United  ^tes  at 
Washington  was  fitting  out  a  vessel,  and  despatch* 
ing  an  agent  to  the  mouth  of  the  Co}unioia,to 
receive  the  possession  of  Astoria,  deliverable  under 
the  Ghent  treaty.  Mr.  Bagot  was  then  British  min- 
ister at  Washington;  and,  on  being  applied  to  for  at 
letter  of  instrnciions  to  the  officer  in  command  at 
Astoria— the  name  changed  t^  the  British  to  ihat  of 
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Fort  George— he  declined  to  give  it;  claimed  the 
counlry  as  British  property;  and,  being  ignorant  of 
the  grounds  of  claim  set  up  in  London — namely, 
CooVs  voyages,  and  Indian  sales  before  the  Revo- 
lution—he took  position  on  three  other  grounds; 
namely,  under  the  Nootka  treaty,  McKenzie's  dis- 
coveries, and  as  a  conquest  during  the  war.  And 
upon  these  pretensions  the  British  claim  has  rested, 
until  possession  has  made  them  bold  enough  to  ex- 
clude it  from  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  The  peace-missrion  re- 
fused us  peace  on  that  point.  Tlie  President  tells/ 
us  that  there  is  "tw  probability  of  coming  to  any 
agreemeiU  at  present  r  Then  when  crfn  the  agree- 
ment be  madel  If  refused  now,  when  is  it  to  cornel 
Never,  until  we  show  that  we  prefer  war  to  ignomin- 
ious peace. 

^^^o  not  comment  on  these  pretensions.  They 
are  too  empty,  and  too  contradictory,  for  remark — 
Cook's  discoveries — Indian  sales  before  the  Revolu- 
tion— the  Nootka  sound  treaty — McKenzie's  re- 
searches— the  conqjQest  during  the  war!  Why,  sir, 
Cook  never  saw  that  coast;  the  countrv  belonged  to 
the  Spaniards  before  the  Revolution;  Nootka  sound 
was  a  Spanish  triumph;  McKenzie  struck  the  ocean 
500  miles  to  the  north;  and  the  war  conquest  was 
on  a  level  with  the  conquest  of  Castine  and  De- 
troit. No,  sir,  no.  Great  Britain  relies  on  her 
own  audacity,  and  on  our  mercantile  love  of  peace. 
Her  title  is  her  will  and  her  armsi  and  hence- 
forth she  will  not  deign  to  natfie  any  other.  Hav- 
ing got  from  us  all  she  wanted;  having  got  the 
strong  military  frontier  which  covers  Cluebec  and 
commands  Maine;  and  having  conciliated  all  the 
Northern  States  by  surrenders  of  territory,  and  a 
free  trade  in  grain  and  provisions; — having  done  all 
this,  she  is  ready  to  put  the  West,  and  tne  South 
also,  at  defiance !  and  trust  to  her  arms  and  au- 
dacity to  supply  the  place  of  negotiation. 

This  is  the  British  title  to  the  Columbia,  and  the 
only  one  that  she  wants  for  anything.  It  suits  her 
to  have  that  river :  il  is  her  interest  to  have  it:  it 
strengthens  her,  and  weakens  others,  for  her  to 
..have  it;  and,  therefore,  have  it  she  will.  This  is 
Il  her  title,  ana  this  her  argument.  Upon  this  title 
II  and  argument,  she  gets  a  slice  from  Maine,  and 
I  gains  the  mountain  barrier  which  covers  Cluebec; 
[I  and,  upon  this  title  and  argument,  she  means  to 
'  have  the  Columbia  river.  The  events  of  the  late 
^ar,  and  the  application  of  steam  power  to  ocean 
navigation,  begat  her  title  to  the  country  between 
Halifax  and  Cluebec:  the  suggestions  of  McKepzie 
begat  her  title  to  the  Columbia.  Improvident  di- 
plomacy on  our  part,  a  war  countenance  on  her 
part,  and  this  strange  treaty,  have  given  success 
to  her  pretensions  in  Maine:  the  same  diplomacy, 
and  the  same  countenance,  have  given  her  a  foot- 
hold on  the  Columbia.  It  is  for  the  Great  West 
to  see  that  no  traitorous  treaty  shall  abandon  it  to 
her.  The  President,  in  his  message,  says  that 
there  was  no  chance  for  any  "agreemerW^  about  it 
at  present;  that  it  would  not  be  made  the  subject  of 
a  ^^formal  negotiation^^  at  present;  that  it  could  not 
be  included  in  the  duties  of  the  *^  special  mission." 
Why  sol  The  mission'was  one  of  peace,  and  to 
settle  everything:  and  why  omit  this  pregnant 
question!  Wastnis  a  war  question,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  settled  by  the  peace  missionl  Why  not 
come  to  an  agreement  now,  if  agreement  is  ever 
intended?  The  answer  is  evident.  No  agreement 
is  ever  intended.  Contented  with  her  possession, 
Great  Britain  wants  delay,  that  tinie  may  ripen 
possession  into  /i7fe,  and  fortunate  events  facilitate 
her  designs.  My  colleague  and  myself  were 
sounded  on  this  point:  our  answers  forbade  the 
belief  that  we  would  compromise  or  sacrifice  the 
rights  and  interests  of  our  country;  and  this  may 
have  been  the  reason  why  there  were  no  "  formal" 
negotiations  in  relation  to  it.  Had  we  been  "soft 
enough"  there  might  have  been  an  agreement  to 
divide  our  country  by  the  river;  or,  to  refer  the 
whole  title  to  the  decision  of  a  friendly  sovereign  U 
We  were  not  soft  enough  for  that;  and  if  such  k 
paper,  marked  B,  and  identified  with  the  initials 
of  our  Secretary,  had  been  .sent  to  the  Missouri 
delegation,  as  was  sent  to  the  Maine  commissiun- 
ers,  instead  of  subduing  us  to  the  purpases  of  Great 
Britain,  it  would  have  received  from  the  whole 
delegation  the  answer  due  to  treason,  to  cowardice, 
and  to  insolence. 

But,  it  }s  demanded,  what  do  we  want  with  this 
cotintry,  so  far  off  from  usi  I  answer  by  asking, 
in  my  turn,  what  do  the  British  want  with  it,  who 
are  so  much  further  ofil  They  want  it  for  the  f  ur- 
irade;  for  a  colony;  for  an  outlet  to  the  sea;  for 


the  communication  across  the  continent;  for  a  road 
to  Asia;  for  the  command  of  140,000  Indians  against 
us;  for  the  port  and  naval  station  which  is  to  com- 
mand the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  North 
Pacific  ocean,  and  open  new  channels  of  trade  with 
China,  Japan,  Polynesia,  and  the  great  East.  They 
want  it  for  these  reasons;  and  we  want  it  for  the 
same;  and  because  it  adjoins  us,  and  belongs  to  us, 
and  should  be  possessed  by  our  descendants,  who 
will  be  our  friends;  and  not  by  aliens,  who  will  be 
our  enemies. 

Forty  years  ago,  it  was  written  by  Humboldt 
that  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  invited  Europeans 
to  found  a  fine  colony  there;  and,  twenty  years  ago, 
the  American  Congress  adopted  a  resolve,  thdt  no 
part  of  this  continent  was  open  to  European  colon- 
ization. The  remark  of  Humboldt  was  that  of  a 
sagacious  European;  the  resolve  of  Congress  was 
the  work  of  patriotic  Americans.  It  remains  to  be- 
seen  which  will  prevail.  The  convention  of  1818 
has  done  us  the  mischief;  it  put  the  European  power 
in  possession:  and  possession  with  nations,  still 
more  than  with  individuals,  is  the  main  point  in 
the  conte.5t.  It  will  require  the  Western  pioneers  to 
recover  the  lost  ground;  and  they  must  oe  encour- 
aged in  the  enterprise  by  liberal  grant  of  lands, 
by  military  protection,  and  by  Governmental  au- 
thority. It  IS  time  for  the  bill  of  my  colleague  to 
pass.  The  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  under 
the  new  census  should  pass  it.  The  majority  will 
be  Democratic,  and  the  Democracy  will  demand 
that  great  work  at  their  hands.  1  put  no  faith  in 
negotiation.  I  expect  nothing  but  loss  and  shame 
from  any  negotiation  in  London.  Our  safety  is  in 
the  energy  of  our  people;  in  their  prompt  occupa- 
tion of  the  country;  ana  in  their  invincible  determi- 
nation to  maintam  their  rights. 

I  do  not  dilate  upon  the  value  and  extent  of  this 
great  countrjr.  A  word  suffices  to  display  both. 
m  extent,  it  is  larger  than  the  Atlantic  portion  of 
the  old  thirteen  United  States;  in  climate,  softer;  in 
fertility,  greater;  in  salubrity,  superior;  in  position, 
better,  because  fronting  Asia,  and  washed  by  a 
tranquil  sea.  In  all  these  particulars,  the  western 
slope  of  our  continent  is  far  more  happy  than  the 
eastern.  In  configuration,  it  is  inexpressibly  fine 
and  grand— a  vast  oblong  square,  with  naHiral 
boundaries,  and  a  single  gateway  into  the  sea.  (The 
snow-capped  Rocky  mountains  enclose  it  to  the  east, 
an  iron-bound  coast  on  the  west:  a  frozen  desert  on 
the  north,  and  sandy  plains  on  the  south.  All  its 
rivers,  rising  on  the  segment  of  a  vast  cfrcumfer- 
ence,  run  to  meet  each  other  in  the  centre;  and  then 
fiow  together  into  the  ocean,  through  a  gap  in  the 
mountain,  where  the  heats  of  summer  and  the 
colds  of  winter  are  never  felt,  and  where  southern 
and  northern  diseases  are  equally  unknown.  This 
is  the  valley  of  the  Columbia — a  country  whose 
every  advantage  is  crowned  by  the  advantages  of 
position  and  configuration:  by  the  unity  of  all  its 
parts — the  inaccessibility  of  its  borders — and  its 
single  introgression  to  the  sea.  Such  a  country  is 
formed  for  union,  wealth,  and  strength.  It  can 
have  but  one  capital,  and  that  will  be  a  yhebes;  but 
one. commercial  emporium,  and  that  will  be  Tyre, 
queen  of  cities.  Such  a  country  can  have  but  one 
people,  one  interest,  one  government:  and  that  peo- 
ple should  be  American — that  interest  ours — and 
that  government  republican.  Accursed  and  in- 
famous be  the  man  that  divides  or  alienates  it! 

But,  it  is  demanded,  will  you  add  this  great  coun- 
try to  this  great  Union,  already  too  large  in  the 
opinion  of  manyl  I  answer  that  question  as  Mr. 
Jeflerson  answered  il  forty  years  ago.  I  say,  No! 
But,  like  him,  I  also  say,  I  would  keep  tRe  Euro- 

fean  out  of  it.  I  would  plant  the  American  in  it. 
would  nurture  and  sustain  him  in  his  infancy; 
and  when  old  enough  to  take  care  of  himself,  1 
would  part  from  him,  as  the  father  parts  from  his 
'manly  son — with  benedictions,  with  aid,  and  with 
injunctions  never  to  forget  what  is  due  to  his  parent. 
Impressment  is  anoth«rof  the  omitted  subjerls. 
This  navmg  been  a  cause  of  war  in  1812,  and  being 
now  declared,  by  the  American  negotiator,  to  be  a 
sufficient  cause  for  future  wars,  it  would  naturally, 
to  my  mind,  have  been  included  in  the  labors  of 
a  special  raissioD,  dedicated  to  peace,  and  extolled 
for  its  benevolent  conception.  We  would  have  ex- 
pected to  find  such  a  subject,  after  such  a  dec- 
laration, included  in  the  labors  of  such  a  mis- 
sion. Not  sathe  fact.^  The  treaty  does  not  men- 
tion impressment.  A  brief  paragraph  in  the  Presi- 
dent's message  informs  us  that  there  was  a  corres- 
pondence on  this  point;  and^  on  turning  to  this 
correspondence,  we  actually  find  two  letters  on  the 


subject:  one  from  Mr.  Webster  to  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton — one  from  Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster: 
both  showing,^  from  their  dates,  that  they  were 
written  after  the  treaty  was  signed;  and,  from  their 
character,  that  they  were  written  for  the  public, 
and  not  for  the  negotiators.  The  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  9th  of  August;  the  letters  were  written  on 
the  8th  and  9th  of  the  same  month.  They^are  a 
plea,  and  a  reply;  and  they  leave  the  subject  pre* 
cisely  where  they  found  it.  From  their  date  and 
character,  they  seem  to  be  what  the  lawyers  call 
the  postea — that  is  to  say,  the  afterwards;  and  are 
very  properly  postponed  to  the  end  of  the  docu- 
ment containing  the  correspondence,  where  they' 
find  place  on  the  120th  page.  They  look  ez  post 
facto  there;  and,  putting  all  tbin^  together,  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  American  negotiator  had  said  to  the 
British  lord,  (afler  the  negotiation  was  over:)  My 
Lord,  here  is  impressment->a  preUy  subject  for  a 
composition;  the  people  will  love  to  read  something 
about  it;  so  let  us  compose.  To  which,  it  would 
seem,  his  Lordship  hadf  answered:  You  may  com- 
pose as  jnuch  as  you  please  for  yoar  people;  I  leave 
that  field  to  you:  ana  when  you  are  done,  I  will 
write  three  lines  for  m^  own  Government,  to  let  it 
know  that  I  stick  to  impressment.  In  about  this 
manner,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  t4Vo  letters 
were  got  up;  and  that  the  American  negotiator  in 
this  little  business  has  committed  a  couple  of  the 
largest  faults:  first,  in  naming  tl^e*subject  of  im- 
pressment at  all!  7iexly  in  ever  signing  a  treaty, 
after  having  named  it,  without  an  unqualified  re- 
nunciation of  the  pretension ! 

Sir,  the  same  thing  is  not  always  equally  proper. 
Time  and  circumstances  qualify  the  proprieties  of 
international,  as  well  as  of  individual  intercourse; 
and  what  was  proper  and  commendable  at  one 
time,  may  become  improper,  reprehensible,  and  de* 
rogatory  at  another.  Wnen  George  the  Third,  in 
the  first  article  of  his  first  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  at  the  end  of  a  seven  years'  war,  acknowl- 
edged them  to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  independent 
States,  and  renounced  all  dominion  over  them, 
this  was  a  proud  and  glorious  consummation  for 
us,  and  the  crowning  mercy  of  a  victorious  rebel- 
lion. The  same  acknowledgment  and  renuncia- 
tion from  Clueen  Victoria,  at  present,  would  be  an 
insult  for  her  to  offer — a  degradation  for  us  to  ac- 
cept. So  of  this  question  of  impressment.  It  vf^ 
right  in  all  the  administrations  previous  to  the  late 
war,  to  negotiate  for  its  renunciation.  But  after 
having  gone  to  war  for  this  cause;  after  having  sup- 
pressed the  practice  by  war;  after  near  thirty  years'" 
exemption  trom  it; — after  all  this,  for  our  negotia- 
tor to  put  the  question  in  discussion,  was  to  com- 
promise our  rights !  To  sign  a  treaty  without  its 
renunciation,  after  having  proposed  to  treat  about 
it,  was  to  relinquish  them !  Our  negotiator  should 
not  have  mentioned  the  subject.  If  mentioned  to 
him  by  the  British  negotiator,  he  should  have  re- 
plied, that  the  answer  to  that  pretension  was  in  the 
cannon's  mouth ! 

[Several  Senators  exclaimed,  Yes!  in  the  ean« 
non's  mouth.!] 

But  to  name  it  himself,  and  then  sign  without  re- 
nunciation, and  to  be  invited  to  London  to  treat 
about  it; — to  do  this,  was  to  descend  Trom  our  posi- 
tion; t9  lose  the  benefit  of  the  late  war;  to  revive 
the  question;  to  invite  the  renewal  of  the  practice, 
by  admiuing  it  to  be  an  unseUled  question — and  to 
degrade  the  present  generation,  by  admitting  that 
they  would  negotiate  where  their  ancestors  had 
fought.  These  are  fair  inferences;  and  inferences 
not  counteracted  by  the  euphonious  declaration 
that  the  American  Government  is  ^^prepared  to  say" 
that  the.practice  of  impressment  cannot  hereafter 
be  allowed  to  take  place ! — as  if,  after  great  study, 
we  had  just  arrived  at  that  conclusion!  and  as  if 
we  had  not  declared  much  more  courageously  in 
the  case  of  ihe  Maine  boundary,  the  Schlosser  mas- 
sacre, and  the  Creole  mutiny  and  murder  !  The 
British,  after  the  experience  they  have  had,  will 
know  how  to  value  our  coniageous  declaration, 
and  must  pay  due  respect  to  our  flag!  For  one,  I 
never  liked  these  dcclaration.««,  an*  never  made  a 
speech  in  favor  of  any  one  of  them;  and  now  Hike 
them  les«  than  ever,  and  am  prepared  to  put  no  further 
faith  in  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  who  were 
for  going  to  war  for  the  smallest  part  of  the  Maine 
ioundary  in  1838,  and  now  surrender  300  miles 
of  that  boundary  for  fear  of  war,  when  there  is  no 
danger  of  war.  1  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  care  not 
a  straw  for  the  heroic  declarations  of  such  gentle- 
men. I  want  actions,  not  phrases.  1  want  Mr., 
Jefferson's  act  in  IdOQ^ejeUum  of  any  treaty  witk 
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Gri'at Britain  thai  does  nnt  renownee  impressment! 
Arid  alter  havin?  declared,  by  law,  black  impress- 
jiient  on  the  coast  of  Africa  to  be  piracy;  after 
s  ipulatincr  to  send  a  flrei  ihere,  to  enforce  oar  law 
against  that  iknpressmeni; — after  this,  I  am  ready 
to  do  the  same  thing  against  white  impressmemon 
our  own  coasts,  and  on  the  high  seas.  lam  ready 
to  enact  that  the  impressment  of  my  white  fellow- 
citizens  out  of  an  American  ship  is  an  act  of  piracy; 
and  then  to  follow  out  that  enactment  in  its  every 
consequence. 

I  profess  Jeffersonism,  and  wish  to  act  up  to  the 
profession;  and  here  is  a  case  to  test  the  fidelity  of 
professors  lo  the  instructions  of  that  great  master. 
Jn  ihe  year  1807,  he  rejected,  without  even  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Senate,  the  Briti>h  treaty,  which  was 
silent  upon  the  subject  of  impressment.  It  wasa^ 
treaty  of  great  moment,  embraced  manv  points, 
and  was  intended  to  prevent  the  war  which  was 
then  impending;  but  impressment  having  been  dis- 
cussed,  and  no  article  being  found  in  the  treaty 
again>t  it,  Mr.  Jefferson  rejected  it;  and  his  answer 
to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney,  returning  the 
treaty  to  them,  should  form  the  inexorable  answer 
of  evety  American  under  the  like  circumstances. 
That  answer  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madison,  and 
says: 

'The  President  onntlnues  lo  regard  thia  subject  hi  the  light 
in  whirb  it  hoa  t)cen  presaed  oq  ihe  j[u8t)cn  and  frieodahip  of 
Grfttt  Britain.  He  cannot  reconcile  it  with  hm  duty  to  our 
FFafaring  ciiiEena,  or  with  th«  aenaibiliiy  or  aovereigiity  uf  ihe 
nniinn,  tu  recogniae,  even  conatructivcly,  a  principle  (hat 
would  expu!>eon  ihe  high  aena  iheir  liberty— tJieir  livc»— every- 
(hine,  in  a  word,  that  is  deareat  to  the  human  heart — 'o  th^ 
rapriciou«  or  ioteri^ated  aenlencea  which  may  bo  pronouncrd 
aemnst  their  allegiance  by  ofTicera  of  a  foreign  goTernment, 
whom  neither  the  lawa  or  nations,  nor  the  lawa  of  their  own 
f^overnmenu  will  allow  to  decide  on  the  ownerahip  or  charac- 
ler  of  the  minuteat  article  •f  property  found  In  a  like  aiiuation. 
*  *  *  On  theae  grouoda  the  Preaideot  ia  conaerained 
to  decline  any  arrangement,  formal  or  informal,  which  doea 
not  comprise  a  proviaion  agalnat  impreeamenta  from  American 
veaanla  on  the  high  aeaa,  and  which  would,  notwilhaianilinc, 
b)  a  bar  to  auch  kgialative  roeaaurea  aa  Congreaa  have  thought 
or  may  think  proper  to  adopt,  for  controlling  that  ppeciea  of  ag* 
greaaion.  •  •  •  Without  a  proviaion  againatimprea»> 
ment«,  aubatantially  aoch  aa  ia  contemplated  in  your  original 
inaiructiooa,  mo  tkbatt  is  to  bb  conclvdbd." 

This  was  the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  1807. 
.Still  more  should  it  be  the  language  of  his  country 
in  I8i2,  when  our  strength  is  more  than  doubled ; 
when  we  have  once  retused  to  make  a  treaty,  in 
time  of  peace,  without  renunciation  of  impress- 
ment; when  we  have  had  one  w&r  agamst  it;  and 
when  thirty  years'  cessation  of  the  practice  had  sunk 
the  pretension.  Above  all,  it  should  have  been 
the  language  in  1842,  when  the  special  mission 
came  heralded  ^ith  the  beatitude  of^peace,  author- 
ized to  settle  everything,  and  seeking  sacrifices 
I'rom  us,  which  should,  at  the  least,  have  command- 
ed justice  from  her.  Instead  of  this,  what  was  the 
language?  And  here  justice  to  the  parties  requires 
thnt  each  .should  be  allowed  to  speak  for.  himself. 
Listen  to  them. 

President  Tyler  says: 

*  The  imprpssm<>.ni  of  seamen  from  merchant  vewela  of  ihia 
country,  by  British  cruiMrs,  although  not.'practiaed  in  time  of 
peace,  and,  therefore,  not  at  prcaent  a  productive  cauae  ofdif* 
ierenco  and  irritation,  has,  nevenhelesa.  hiiherio  been  ao  prom- 
inrnt  a  topic  of  controversy,  and  ia  so  likely  to  bring  on  renew* 
od  conieniinne  at  (he  first  l)reaking  out  of  a  European  war, 
that  ithas  been  thought  the  pari  of  wiadom  now  to  take  it  into 
HCrteua  and  earnest  consideration.  The  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  S^uite  to  the  British  miniater  explains  the  ground  which 
the  Government  has  assumed,  and  the  principles  which  it 
means  to  vphold.  For  the  defence  of  iliere  grounds,  and  the 
maintenance  of  theae  principles,  the  moat  perfect  retiaiice  ia 
placrd  on  the  tnielUgenre  of  tno  Ameriran  peoplt-.  nnd  on  their 
tirmnesaand  patrio.ism,  in  whatever  touches  ihc  honor  of  ilte 
country,  or  its  vreatand  essential  interesta." 

Mr.  Webster  says : 

"In  the  calm  and  quiet  which  have  succeeded  ihe  late  war—a 
condition  a>  favorable  foi  di«>p<iBs{onaie  consideration— England 
herself  haa  evidently  seen  the  harshness  of  improMment.  even 
when  ezarcised  on  seamen  in  her  own  merchant  aervlce;  and 
»he  haa  adopted  meaaurea  calculated,  if  not  to  renounce  the 
power  ot  to  almliah  the  practice,  yet,  at  least,  to  supersede  ita 
jipcessitv,  by  other  means  of  manning  the  royal  navy  mor« 
compatible  with  juancoand  the  rights  of  Individuals,  and  far 
more  conformable  to  the  spirit  and  .<*entimeniaof  the  aee. 

"Under  theae  circumstances,  the  Govcrr  ment  of  the  United 
States  haa  uaed  Uie  occasion  of  your  Lordship's  paciOc  mission 
to  review  this  whole  subjert,  ana  to  brine  ii  to  your  notlre  and 
that  of  yo«r  Government,  li  has  reflected  on  ih»  past  ponder- 
ed the  condhion  of  the  present,  and  endeavored  to  anticipate,  ao 
far  aa  might  be  in  its  power,  the  probable  fuiiire;  and  I  am 
DOW  ui  communicate  to  your  L<»rdbhip  the  resiilt  ofihewde- 
Uberaiiona. 

"The  American  Government,  then,  is  prepared  to  say  that 
the  practice  of  impressing  acamen  from  Ameriran  veasel?  ran- 
aot  hereafter  b«  allowed  to  take  place.  Tliat  f)rartice  ia 
founded  on  principlea  which  it  does  not  recognise;  and  is  inva- 
riably attended  by  cc  nsequencca  so  Ufijuat,  so  iniurions,  and  of 
auch  formidable  magnitude,  as  cannot  be  submitted  to." 

-JJi    .Sr''""r"i"*"'"*  '■°**^  made,  my  Lord,  to  revive  useleaa 

ro  lecUona  of  thepaas  nor  to  atir  the  emben  fix)m  firea  which 
b««a,  u  a  gr«at  dogne,  amotberad  by  nmj  J9m  of 


peace.  Far  otherwiae.  Ii«  purpose  is  to  extinguiah  ti'ose 
Area  elTectualiy,  beloie  new  incider\ta  arise  to  lau  them  into 
flame.  The  communication  ia  in  (he  spirunf  )>eacr,  and  for 
the  sake  of  peace;  and  springs  from  a  deep  and  conscientious 
conviction  that  high  interests  of  both  nfationa  reiioire  that 
this  ao-long-contfi*ted  and  controvt  ried  iiul'.'«  <*t  .should  nr:w  l>e 
finally  put  »o  rest.  1  persuade  myself,  my  Lird,  ihai  you  will 
do  justice  to  this  frank  and  sincere  avowal  of  motives,  and 
that  you  will  communicate  your  aeniimeuta  in  ibia  re8{>ect  to 
your  Govemmant. 

*Thla  leuer  clorns,  my  Lord,  on  my  part,  our  official  cor- 
respondence; and  I  gladly  uae  the  occasion  to  ofl'er  you  the 
aasurance  of  my  high  and  aincere  regard.^' 

Lord  Ashburton  answers :     . 

'*!  am  well  aware  thai  the  laws  of  our  twocountriea  maintain 
opposite  principles  reapeciing  allegiance  to  the  sovereign. 
America,  receiving,  every  year,  by  thousands,  the  emigrants  of 
Europe,  maintains  the  doctrine,  suitable  to  herconditi<  n,  of  the 
right  of  transferring  allegtdnce  at  will.  Tne  lawa  of  Great 
Brilain  have  maintained,  nom  all  time,  the  opposite  doctrine. 
The  dutiea  of  allegiance  are  held  to  be  indefeasibl'';  and  it  ia 
believed  that  ihia  doctrine,  under  varioua  modificattona, 
prevails  in  mos',  if  not  in  all,  the  civilized  States  of  Eu- 
rone." 

''The  very  anomalous  condition  of  the  two  rouotrii'S  with  re* 
laiion  to  each  other  here  creates  a  serious  difficulty.  Our  peo- 
ple are  not  distinguishable;  and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  hahita 
of  sailors,  our  vessels  are  very  generally  manned  from  a  com- 
mon stock.  It  ia  difficult,  under  ihesa  circumaiancea,  toexactite 
lawa  which  at  tiniee  have  been  thought  to  be  esaential  for  the 
exiatence  of  the  country,  without  rink  of  injury  to  others.  The 
extent  and  imporunce  of  those  injurica,  howevor,  areaoforml- 
dablo,  that  it  is  admitted  that  some  remedy  ahould,  if  possible,  bo 
applied:  at  all  events,  it  muat  be  fairly  andhoneatly  attempted. 
Ilia  true  that,  during  the  continuance  of  peace,  no  practical 

S'ievance  ran  arise;  but  it  is  also  true  that  it  ia,  for  that  reajion, 
e  proper  searon  for  the  calm  and  deliberate  cooAidcration  of 
an  im|>ortant  subject.  I  have  much  reason  to  hope  that  asatin- 
faciory  arrangement  respeciin?  it  may  be  mad.*,  aoaa  to  aet  at 
reat  all  apprehension  and  anxiety,  -nd]  will  only  further  re- 
peat the  aaaumnce  uf  (he  aincere  dispoaition  of  mv  Govern- 
ment favorably  to  consider  all  matters  having  tor  their  object 
the  promoting  and  nniintaining  undisturbed  kind  and  friendly 
feelings  with  the  Uniiwi  Statea. 

"I  beg,  air,  on  this  occasion  of  closing  the  correspondence  with 
you  connected  with  my  mission,  to  express  the  aaiiafaction  I 
rael  at  ita  aocceaaful  termination,  and  to  asaure  you  of  my  high 
conaideration  and  personal  eateem  and  regard." 

This  is  the  correspondence:  and  what,  a  corres- 
pondence it  is!  What  an  exchange  of  phra.ses! 
One  denies  the  right  of  impressment:  the  other  af- 
firms it.  Both  wish  for  an  amicable  agreement; 
but  neither  attempts  to  agree.  Both  declare  the 
season  of  peace  to  be  the  proper  time  to  settle  this 
question;  and  both  agree  that  the  present  season  of 
peace  is  not  the  convenient  one.  Our  Secretary 
rises  so  high  as  to  declare  that  the  administration 
"w  now  preparciT^  to  put  its  veto  on  the  practice:  the 
British  negotiator  shows  that  his  Government  is  stiU 
prepared  to  r&sume  the  practice  whenever  her  in- 
terest requires  it.  Our  negotiator  hopes  that  his 
communication  will  be  received  in  tne  spirit  of 

geace:  the  British  minister  replies,  that  it  will.  Our 
ecretary  then  persuades  himself  that  the  British 
minister  will  communicate  his  sentiments,  in  this 
respect,  to  his  own  Grovernmenl:  his  Lordship  prom- 
ises it  faithfully.  And,  thereupon,  they  shake 
hands  and  part. 

f  How  different  this  holyday  scene  from  the 
Ifirm  and  virile  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson:  "No 
ureaty  to  be  signed  without  a  provision  against  tm- 
Iprc5.t7?i«i/;"  and  this  language  backedby  the  fact  of 
/the  instant  rejection  of  the  treaty  so  signed !  Lord 
Chatham  said  of  Mii^na  Charta^  that  it  was  home- 
ly Latin,  but  worth  all  the  classics.  So  say  1  of 
this  reply  of  Mr.  Jefferson:  it  js  plain  English, 
but  worth  lill  the  phrases  which  rhetoric  could 
ever  expend  upon  the  subject.  It  is  the  only  an- 
swer which  our  Secretary  negotiator  should  have 
given,  after  committing  the  fault  of  broaching  the 
subject.  Instead  of  that,  he  commences  rhetorician, 
new  vamps  old  arguments,  writes  largely  and  pret- 
tily, and  loses  the  question  by  making  it  debaiflble. 
His  adversary  sees  his  advantage,  and  saizes  it. 
He  abandons  the  field  of  rhetoric  to  the  lawyer  ne- 
gotiator; puts  in  a  fresh  claim  to  impressment; 
saves  the  question  from  being  lost  by  non-user;'re- 
esiablishes  the  debate,  and  adjourns  it  to  London. 
He  keeps  alive  the  pretension  of  iropressmenu 
against  us",  the  white  race,  while  binding  us  to  go 
to  Africa  to  fight  *it  down  for  the  black  race;  and 
has  actually  left  us  on  lower  ground,  in  relation  to 
this  question,  than  we  stood  upon  before  the  late 
war.  If  this  treatv  is  ratified,  We  must  begin  where 
we  were  in  1806,  when  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Pinckney  went  to  London  to  negotiate  against  im- 
pressment; we  must  begin  where  ihev  dicj,  with  the 
disadvantage  of  having  yielded  to  Great  Briiain 
all  that  she  wanted,  and  having  lost  all  our  vaniflge- 
ground  in  the  negotiation.  We  must  jroto  London, 
engage  in  a  hnmiliatinff  negotiation,  become  the 
•spectacle  of  nations,  and  the  sport  of  diplomHcy; 
and  wear  out  years  in  begging  to  b^  spared  from 
British  seizure,  when  sitting  untitr  ^r  own  flag, 


and  sailing  in  oar  own  ship:  we  must  submit  to  tU 
this  degradation,  shame  and  outrage,  unless  Cod- 
gress  redeems  us  from  the  condition  into  which  we 
have  fallen,  and  provides  for  the  liberty  of  our 
people  on  the  seas,  by  placing  American  imprt^^ 
ment  wber#  African  impressment  has  already  been 
placed— PIRACY  BY  LAW  !  For  one,  I  am 
ready  to  vote  the  act--<rto  execute  it— aiui  to  abide 
its  every  consequence. 

The  case  of  the  Creole,  as  it  is  called,  is  another 
of  the  omitted  subjects.    It  is  only  one  of  a  ntimber 
of  cases  (difiTering  in  degree,  but  the  same  in  char- 
acter) which  have  occurred  within  a  few  yeirs, 
and  are  becoming  more  frequent  and  violent.   It  is 
the  case  of  American  vessels,  having  American 
slaves  on  board,  and  pursuing  a  lawfal  T^tgej' 
and  being  driven  by  storms  or  carried  by  violence 
into  a  British  port,  and  their  slaves  liberated  br 
British  law.    This  is  the  nature  of  the  wrong,   h 
is  a  general  outrage,  liable  to  .occur  in  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions,  but  happens  most  usually  in 
the  British  West  India  islai^ds,  which  line  the  pis- 
sage  round  the  Florida  reefs  in  a  voyage  between 
New  Orleans  and  the  Atlantic  ports.    I  do  not 
speak  of  the  12,000  slaves  (worth,  at  a  moderate 
computation,  considering  ibey  must  be  all  erown, 
and  in  youth  or  middle  life,  at  least  1^,000,000) 
enticed  mto  Canada,  and  received  with  the  honors 
and  advantages  due  to  the  first  class  of  emigrams. 
I  do  not  speak  of  these,  nor  of  the  liberation  of 
slaves  carried  voluntarily  by  their  owners  into  Brit- 
ish ports:  the  man  who  exposes  his  property  wil- 
fully to  the  operation  of  a  known  law,  should  abide 
the  copsequences  to  which  he  has  subjected  it  I 
confine  myself  to  cases  of  the  class  mentioned- 
8uch  as  the  Encomium,  the  Comet,  the  Enterprise, 
the  Creole,  and   the   Hermosa^cases  in  which 
wreck,  tempest,  violence,  mutiny,  and  mnrder  were 
the  means  of  carrying  the  vessel  into  the  interdict- 
ed Portland  in  which  the  slave  property,  after  being 
saved  to  the  owners  from  revolt  and  tempests,  b^ 
came  the  victim  and  ihe  prey  of  British  law.  It  is 
of  such  cases  that  I  complain,  and  of  which  I  say 
that  they  furnish  no  subject  for  the  operation  of  in- 
jurious laws,  and  that  each  of  these  vessels  sboald 
have  been  received  with  the  hospitality  due  to  mis- 
-  fortune,  and  allowed  to  depart  with  all  c(XL7enient 
despatch,  and  with  all  her  contents  of  persons  and 
property.    This  is  the  law  of  nations:  it  is  what 
the  civilization  cff  the  age  requires.    And  it  is  oot 
to  be  tolerated  in  this  nineteenth  century  that  an 
American  citizen,  passing  from  one  port  to  another 
of  his  own  country,  with  property  protected  by  the 
laws  of  his  countr}',  shoula  encounter  the  perils  of 
an  unfortunate  navigator  in  the  dark  ages,  ship- 
wrecked on  a  rude  and  barbarian  coast.   This  is 
not  to  be  tolerated  in  this  age,  and  by  such  a  oover 
as  the  United  States,  and  ailer  sending  a  fleet  to 
Africa  to  protect  the  negroes.    Justice,  like  char- 
ity, should  begin  at  home;  and  protection  should  be 
given  where  allegiance  is  exacted.    We  cannot 
tolerate  the  spoil  and  pillage  of  our  own  citizens, 
within  sight  of  our  own»coasts,  after  sending  4,000 
miles  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the  black  lace.  But 
if  ibis  treaty  is  ratified,  it  seems  that  we  shall  hare 
to  endure  it,  or  seek  redress  l^  other  means  than 
negotiation.   The  previous  cases  were  at  least  am^ 
lioraied  by  compensation  to  their  owners  for  the 
liberation  of  the  slaves;  but  in  the  more  recent  and 
most  atrocious  case  of  the  Creole,  there  is  no  in- 
dtMMiiiiy  of  any  mind — neither  compensation  to  the 
ovviipis,  whase'  property  has  been  taken;  norapol* 
ogv  to  the  Govern inenf,  whose  flag  has  been  insult- 
ed; nor  security  for  the  future,  by  giving  up  the 
prcriice.    A  treaty  is  signed  without  a  stipalatioD 
of  nny  kind  on  the  subject;  and,  as  it  would  seen, 
tn  Ihe  .satisfaction  of  those  who  made  it,  and  of  the 
President,  who  sends  it  to  us.    A  correspondence 
has  been  had;  the  negotiators  have  exchanged  dip* 
lomatic  notes  on  the  subject;  and  these  notes  are 
expected  to  be  as  satisfactory  to  the  country  as  lo 
those  who  now  have  the  rule  of  it.  The  President, 
in  his  message,  says: 

"On  the  Bubjrci  of  the  intprfrT^nce  ofihe  Bridth  aofjiwi«« 
in  \\\*i  We«t  Imii«»ii.  t  cor  fidenl  hope  i^i  *nffrtain«i  thai  ll»  «*• 
reepontlencA  which  has  t»lifn  pl«e«.  «hpwin|!  ibefrwwtotiw 
hy  thiB  Guvernment.  and  ihe  *7i^o^eiii«n/»e,.witd)niobjiW 
Rritit^h  ininivter,  will  b«  found  unrh  ■»  uiiatwfy  the  jur  til^' 
tation  of  tlie  people  of  the  United  E^ta.'ei  "— Afe#»«ir^  Aiti  ». 

This  is  a  short  paragraph  for  so  large  a  sobject; 
but  it  is  all  Jhe  mcsj^age  contams  Bullet  BSi«J 
what  it  amounts  to,  and  what  it  is  that  is  expec'w 
to  satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the  country.  It's 
the  grounds  taken  in  the  correspondence,  and  tw 
engagements  entered  into  by  the  Briii»*b  mioister, 
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which  are  to  work  out  this  agreeable  effect.  Now, 
let  us  see  what  these  grounds  aad  these  engage- 
nxents  are. 

Mr.  Webster  says: 

."^oor  LpitbMp  to  awara  thattevend  eaaea'havo  occnrnMl 
witiuo  tha  laai  few  yaanwhlcb  have  caused  much  complaint. 
In  aooM  of  iheM  caaa^  compennaiion  has  been  made  by  iha 
BngnahGoyerQment  Mr  the  interference  of  the  local  auihoi: - 
ties  with  Ameiican  veaeela  having  etavee  on  board,  by  which 
mtaderaoce  these  atovaB  were  eei  free.  In  oiher  CMes,  such 
compeoaadoa  haa  been  refuted.  It  appears  to  ibe  President  to 
DO  for  th<xlnierest  of  both  countries  that  the  recurrence  of  simi- 
'•^.S'"  i*  ^"''**""  should  be  prerenied,  as  far  as  possible. 

**Your  Lordship  baa  been  acquainted  with  the  Case  of  the 
pvole,  a  vessel,  carried  into  the  port  of  Noasau  laat  winter, 
by  parsons  who  had  risen  upon  the  lawful  autboiiiy  of  the  Tes' 
■el,  and,  Ui  the  accomplishment  of  tlieir  purpose,  had  commit- 
teotfnurderonapersenon  board."     •  •  •  • 

"In  the  Southern  Stales  of  this  Union,  slavery  exists  by  the 
l**"  ^i^^  States,  and  under  the  guaranty  of  the  Constiiation 
of  ibe  United  Stales;  and  it  lias  existed  in  them  from  a  perioti 
lone  anUivedent  to  the  time  when  they  ceased  to  be  British  col- 
ODiea.  In  thisstate  of  things,  it  will  happen  that  slaves  will  be 
*?*5  <»;baard  coasting  vesaels,  ss  hands,  as  servants  attending 
tne  utmilles  of  their  owners,  or  for  tlie  purpoee  of  being  car- 
ried from  port  to  port.  For  the  security  ol  the  rights  of  their 
ctiljeens,  when  vessels,  liaving  persons  of  this  description  on 
board,  are  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or  carried  by  unlawful 
force,  into  British  port^  the  United  Suites  propose  the  iniroduc- 
tlon  of  no  new  principle  into  the  law  of  nations.  They  require 
only  a  faithful  and  exact  observance  of  the  iijunciions  oi  that 
eodo,  as  understood  and  practised  in  modern  times. 

••Your  Lordship  observes  that  I  havespoken  only  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  driven  into  British  ports  by  the  dtoastera  of  the  seas, 
or  carried  in  by  unlawful  force.  I  confine  my  rema  ks  to  these 
cisasb  because  they  are  the  common  casea,  and  because  they 
are  t^  cases  which  the  law  of  natlona  most  emphatically  ex- 
empu  ftom  intatference.  The  maritime  law  to  full  of  insunces 
of  the  application  of  that  great  and  practical  rule,  which  d»> 
alares  thai  that  which  to  the  clear  result  of  necessity  ought  to 
dtmw  afker  It  no  penally  and  no  hazatd.  If  a  ship  be  driven,  by 
■tress  of  weather.  Into  a  prohibited  port,  or  into  an  open  port, 
wiik  prohibhed  articles  on  board,  in  neither  case  to  any  forfeit- 
ure incurred.  And  (what  may  be  considered  a  still  stronger  case) 
it  has  been  decided  by  eminent  English  authority  .-and  that  de- 
cision haa  received  general  ■  pprobation— that  i  fa  veeeol  be  driv- 
en, by  necessity,  into  a  port  strictly  blockaded,  thto  necessity  to 
good  defence,  and  exempts  her  from  penalty.'* 

^'(fyeur  Lordahip  ka»  no  aulMoritv  to  enter  into  a  oHnw 
lal^  by  treaty  for  the  jnrevention  of  ouch  oeeurreneee  here- 
after  ao  have  already  happened— occwrmooe  so  likely  to  dis- 
turb that  peace  between  the  two  countries,  which  it  is  the  ob- 
jeciof  vour  Lordship's  mission  to  establtoh  and  confirm— yoo 
nay  still  be  so  tor  acquainted  with  the  sentimenis  of  your  Gov- 
amment  as  to  be  able  to  engage  that  ineiruetione  thuil  be 
given  to  the  local  authorities  in  the  ielande,  which  ahall  lead 
them  to  regulate  their  conduct  in  conformity  u:ith  the  right* 
^citiz^.neqfthe  United  Statee,  and  the  juet  expedalione  of 
ikar  Government,  and  in  such  manner  as  shaU^  in  future, 
take  atvay  all  reasonable  ground  of  complaint.  It  would  be 
with  the  moet  profound  regret  that  the  Presdcnt shoulii  see 
that,  whilst  It  is  now  hoped  so  many  other  aulijecisufdill^reiice 
nisy  be  harmoniously  adjusted,  nothing  should  be  donu  in  ic- 
fard  lo  this  dangerous  source  of  futare  cullisious."— jl/r.  Web- 
eter  to  Lord  Ashburton,  Aug  \. 

Lord  Ashbarton replies: 

« 

"The  immediate  case  of  the  Creole  would  be  easily  disposed 
of;  but  it  involves  a  claas  and  description  of  cases  which,  for 
the  purpose  of  afibiding  that  security  yon  seek  for  the  trade  of 
Amenca  through  ihe  Bsiianiachdnriel,  brines  into  considera- 
tion questions  of  law,  both  national  and  international,  of  the 
htoheet  importance;  and,  to  increase  the  delicacy  and  difficulty 
oithe  subject,  public  feeling  is  saneitivcly  alive  to  ever)  thing 
connected  with  iL  1'liese  circumstances  brins  me  to  the  cod- 
Ttctioo  thai,  although  I  ronWj  believe  th^t  much  may  be  done 
to  oieec  the  wishes  of  your  Government,  the  means  of  doing  so 
tootUd  be  best  consider td  in  London,  where  immediate  rcMer- 
ence  may  b«;  had  to  the  highest  uuihoriiies  on  every  point  of  ' 
delicacy  and  difficul>y  thai  may  arise." 

"Upmi  the  great  general  prlnci|>leB  afleciing  this  case,  we  do 
uot  difldr.  You  ad/nit  tliui  iUU  >  rs,  the  pro(>erty  of  American 
cirisens,  escape  iiiiu  Uriiidh  territories,  it  U  nut  expected  that 
they  will  be  rcsToied;  and  you  miy  be  well  HtMured  that  tlicre 
to  no  wish  on  our  part  tlut  they  should  reach  our  shores,  or  that 
Briitoh  poMessioos  bh<iul  i  be  u>cd  as  Jec^ys  for  the  violators 
of  the  laws  of  a  I'rjendly  ntighbrir. 

"When  ihcsft  slaves  «!o  reach  uv,  by  what*  ver  means,  there 
to  no  alternaitvc.  The  pre^fetti  stale  of  BiiiiKh  law  l»,  in  iliis 
respect,  too  well  known  t.»  re(|uire  repetition;  nor  need  I  re- 
mind ynu  ihatit  is  exactly  the  tfanie  with  the  laws  of  every  part 
of  the  Ur.i^ed  ^States  where  a  state  or  slavery  is  not  recognised; 
and  thai  the  eUve  put  on  shore  at  Nassau  would  be  dealt  with 
exactly  as  wouhl  a  foreign  slave  landed,  under  any  rircum* 

stances  whatever,  at  Boston." 

•  •  •  •  V  • 

''In  the  mcantiir.e.I  can  cneajje  that  instTuctions  shall  be 

Civen  to  the  governors  of  her  Mdj-'siy's  colonies  on  the  sxuthem 
orders  of  the  United  States  to  execute  their  own  laws  wirh  care- 
ful attention  to  Uiewisn  of  their  own  Government  to  maintain 
good  neighborhood;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  officious  iiiterfer 
sore  with  American  vrBselsdriviin  by  accident  or  by  violen-e  into 
those  porta.  The  laws  ond  doiic«  of  hospiinlity  shall  be  ex'>cuted; 
and  tliese  seem  neither  to  iequir<f  nor  to  jusufy  any  fun  her  in- 
qutoition  into  Uie  state  of  persons,  or  things,  on  board  of  vessels 
so  situated,  than  may  be  indispensable  to  enforce  ihsobeervance 
ofthe  municipal  law  of  the  coljny,  and  the  proper  regulation 
of  lis  bsrboTs  and  waters." 

•  •  •  •  a 

"I  h'ipe,  sir,  thai  thip  explaii.r.lun  'm  this  vitv  important  sub- 
ieci  will  be  satisfactoi^  to  the  Pret^ident,  and  iliat  he  will  see  in 
u  no  diminution  of  that  earnest  de.^ire,  which'  you  have  been 
pUa%d  to  recogaicvc  in  me,  u*  p*rform  i  /  work  of  reconcilia- 
tion and  fiiendsfaip;  but  ibat  he  will  rather  perceive.  In  my  sii«- 
gesiifin.  In  this  particular  instance,  that  it  la  made  with  a  well- 
founded  hope  of  iheieby  better  obtaining  the  object  we  have  in 
yitm.'*— Lord  Aehbwfn  to  Mr.  Webstery  Auf.  6. 


Mr.  Webster  rejoins: . 

"The  President  places  his  reliance  on  those  principles <f  pub- 
lic law  which  were  suted  in  my  note  to  your  Lordship,  and 
which  are  regarded  as  equally  well  founded  and  important;  and 
on  your  Lordship's  engagement  that  inshuctions  shall  be 
given  to  the  governors  of  htr  Majesiy*s  colonies  to  exicute 
their  oion  late*  with  earful  attention  to  the  wish  of  their 
Government  to  maintain  good  neighborhood;  and  that  there 
shaU  be  no  officious  interference  with  American  vessels  driven 
by  accident  or  by  violence  into  those  ports:  that  the  laws 
and  duties  of  hospitality  shall  be  executed,  and  that  these  seem 
neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  any  further  inquisition  into  the 
state  of  persons  or  things  on  board  of  vessels  so  situated,  than 
may  be  indtopensable  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  munici- 
pal tow  of  the  colony,  and  the  proper  regulation  of  its  harbors 
and  waters.  He  indulges  tlie  hope,  neverlheles^  that,  actuated 
by  a  just  sense  of  what  to  due  to  the  mutual  interests  of  the  twa 
countries,  and  (he  maintonaoce  of  a  permanent  peace  between 
them,  her  Miyesty'sOoremment  will  not  fail  to  see  the  import- 
ance of  removing,  by  such  further  stiputouons,  by  treaty  or 
otherwise,  as  may  be  found  to  be  necessary,  all  cause  of  com- 
plaint connected  with  thto  subject."*— JIfr.  Webster  to  Lord 
Aehburton,  Auguet  8. 

And  it  is  of  the  grounds  stated  in  the  Secretary's 
two  letters,  and  the  engagement  entered  into  in 
Lord  Asbburton's  note,  that  the  President  predi- 
cates bis  belief  of  the  pnblic  satisfaction  in  relation 
to  this  growing  and  most  sensitive  question.  This 
brings  us  to  these  grounds,  and  this  engagement, 
that  we  may  see  the  nature  and  solidity  of  the  one, 
and  the  extent  and  validity  of  the  other.  The 
grounds  for  the  public  satisfaction  are  in  the  Secre- 
tary's letters;  the  engagement  is  in  Lord  Ashbur- 
lon\  letter;  and  what  do  they  amount  tol  On  the 
part  of  the  Secreiarjr,  I  am  free  to  say  that  he  has 
laid  down  the  law  of  nations  correetly;  that  he  has 
well  stated  the  principles  of  public  law  which  save 
from  hazard,  or  loss,  or  penalty  of  any  kind,  the 
yesselengaged  in  a  lawful  trade,  and  driven  or  car- 
ried against  her  will  into  a  prohibited  port.  He 
has  well  shown  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
no  advantage  is  to  be  taken  of  the  distressed  ves- 
sel; that  she  is  to  be  received  with  the  hospitality 
due  to  misfortune,  and  allowed  to  depart,  a Aer  re- 
ceiving the  succors  of  humanity,  with  all  her  con- 
tents of  persons  and  things.  All  this  is  well  laid 
down  by  our  Secretary.  Thus  far  his  grounds  are 
solid.  But,  alas,  this  is  all  talk!  and  the  very  next 
paragraph,  after  a  handsome  vindication  of  onr 
rights  under  the  law  of  nations,  is  to  abandon  them! 
I  refer  to  the  paragraph  commencing:  ^^  If  your  Lord' 
ship  has  no  authority  to  enter  into  a  stipulation  by 
treaty  for  the  prevctUion  of  snch  occurrences  hereaf- 
ter,"  Ac.  This  whole  paragraph  is  fatal  to  the  Sec- 
retary's ground",  and  pregnant  with  strange  and 
ominous  meanings.  In  the  first  place,  it  isan  ad- 
mission, in  the  very  first  line,  that  no  treaty  stipula- 
tion to  prevent  future  occurrences  of  the  same  kind 
can  be  obtained  HERE!  that  the  special  mission, 
which  came  to  settle  everything,  and  to  establish 
peace,  will  not  settle  this  thing;  which  the  Secre- 
tary, in  numerous  paragraphs,  alleges  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous source  of  future  war!  This  is  a  strange 
contradiction,  and  most  easily  got  over  by  our  Sec- 
retary. In  default  of  i.  treaty  stipulation,  (which  he 
takes  for  granted,  and  evidently  maket;  no  effort  to 
obtain,)  he  goes  on  lo  Molicil  a  pcn^onal  engagement 
from  his  Lord:^hip;  and  an  engagement  of  whati 
That  the  law  of  nations  shall  bftobservedl  No!  but 
that  instructions  shall  be  given  loihe  British  local 
authorities  in  the  island^",  whic^  shall  lead  ihem  lo 
regulate  iheir  conduct  in  conformity  with  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  just 
expectations  of  their  Government,  and  in  such 
manner  as  shall,  in  future,  takeaway  all  reasonable 
ground  of  complaint.  Thi.s  is  the  extent  of  the 
engagement  which  was  so  solicited,  and  which 
was  to  supply  the  place  of  a  treaty  stipulation !  If 
the  engagement  had  been  given  in  the  words  pro- 
posed, it  would  not  have  been  worth  a  straw.  But 
it  is  not  given  in  those  words,  but  with  glaring 
and  killing  additions  and  differences.  His  Lord- 
ship follows  the  commencement  of  the  formula 
with  sufficient  accuracy;  but,  lest  any  possible  con- 
sequence might  be  derived  from  it,  he  takes  care  to 
add,  that  when  these  slaves  do  reach  them,  *'no 
matter  bif  what  means"  there  is  no  alternative! 
Hospitality,  good  wishes,  friendly  feeling,  the  du- 
ties of  good  neighborhood — all  give  way!  The 
British  law  governs!  and  that  law  is  too  well 
known  to  require  repetition.  This  is  the  sum  and 
sutetaace  of  Lord  Ashburton's  qnalifications  of  the 
engagement}  nnd  they  show  him  to  be  a  man  of 
honcJr,  that  v  uld  not  leave  the  Secretary  negotia- 
tor the  sliffhietii  room  for  raising  a  doubt  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  instructions  which  he  engaged  to 
have  given.  These  instiflctions  go  only  to  the 
mode  of  executing  the  law.  His  Lordship  engages 
[  only  for  the  civility  and  gentleness  of  the  manner 


— (he  suaviler  in  modo-^while  the  finn  execution 
of  the  law  itself— the  fortiter  in  re— remains  as  it 
was.  The  engagement  is  against  officiousness — . 
iaquisitive&es»— in  finding  out  the  arrival  of  the 
slaves;  bat,  after  it  is  found  oat.  the  law  takes  its 
coarse.  This  is  the  eitent  of  tnis  famous  engage- 
ment— a  promise  to  get  the  local  authorities  jn- 
strocied  to  perform  the  operation  of  liberation,  po- 
litely, bat  still  to  liberate.  Politeness  is  all  that  is 
engaged  for;  and  that  1  will  show,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  be  completely  nullified  bv  the  fugitive  ar- 
ticle in  the  treaty.  Atter  this,  what  soleqm  bam- 
boozlement  in  the  Secretary  negotiator  to  repeat,  as 
he  doea,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th,  all  the  terms  of  this 
engagement,  literalim,  verbatim,  et  punctuaiim,  and 
present  it  to  us  over  again;  as  ii  it  was  the  most  im- 
portant and  sacred  thing  on  earth !  And  what  a 
farce  for  the  President  to  communicate  this  solemn 
nallitjT  to  the  Senate,  as  satisfying  all  the  just  ex- 
pectations of  the  American  people !  Sir,  this  is 
making  too  cheap  of  our  understandings.  It  is  let- 
ting as  down  too  low  in  the  scale  of  intellect. 
Such  trifling  would  be  too  small  for  boarding- 
school  misses.  It  could  not  impose  on  the  inno- 
cent little  girls  at  Miss  Elnglishy,  who  take  their 
frugal  dinner  at  13  o'clock,  and  believe  all  mankind 
to  mean  exactly  what  thev  sa)^.  Such  children 
could  not  be  imposed  upon  by  this  engagement;  for 
it  is  an  engagement  of  nothing!  And  yet  it  is 
sent  to  us — bearded  men  ;  and  we  are  to(d  to  be 
satisfied  with  it !»  To  be  officious,  is  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  duty  or  propriety;  to  be  inquisitive,  is  to 
be  impertinently  carious.  Against  this  excess  of 
duty,  and  this  excess  of  curiosity.  Lord  Ashburton 
engajges;  as  if  it  was  necessary  for  a  British  gov- 
ernor to  be  either,  in  order  to  nnd  out  the  arrival 
of  American  slaves  in  his  pons !  as  if  the  Aboli- 
tionists would  not  spa.re  his  eye  the  trouble  of  look- 
ing, and  his  tongue  the  iroable  of  is  qui  ring.  His 
ear  is  all  they  want;  and  against  this  there  is  no 
engagement.  ^ 

But,  suppose  there  was  anything  in  this  engage- 
ment: is  that  the  new  way  of  securing  the  rights 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States')  Engagements. 
npou  the  word  of  honor  of  a  minister,  for  us;  and 
treaties  for  the  British  and  Africans!  Is  this  the 
new  wayl  If  so,  why  not  put  all,  or  none,  into 
this  new  form?  Why  not  put  the  boundary  a|[ree- 
ment,  the  fugitive  article,  and  the  allianee  articles, 
into  this  form?  Why  not  take  the  engagement  of 
our  Secretary  negotiator  for  all  these  things,  if  en^ 
gagements  are  as  good  as  treaties!  But,  no  such 
thing.  The  engagement  of  Lord  Ashburton  is 
nothing  but  a  contrivance  suggested  bv  our  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cover  his  desertion  of  the  Souih,. 
and  to  bamboozle  the  simple  with  a  show  of  hav- 
ing done  something,  when  he  had  done  nothing. 
It  is  his  contrivance.  The  papers  prove  it.  His 
dwn  letter  of  August  1st  proves  it — ^Ihe  first  letter 
upon  the  subject — and  in  .which  he  proposes  iliis 
ioentical  engagement  to  Lord  Ashburton.  The 
minister  has  only  acted  upon  his  proposal  in  giving 
this  engagement;  taking  care  to  qualify  it  with 
the  explanations  which  free  it  from  the  possibility 
of  standing  for  anything.  And  here  we  mu.«t  be 
struck  with  the  facility  with  which  this  great 
Southern  question  has  been  surrendered.  Not  a 
struggle  made  for  ii!  not  a  moment's  stand  in  its 
behalf!  not  the  shadow  ol  a  stand !  On  the  con- 
trary, our  negotiator  gives  all  up  U»  the  first  letter. 
Upon  the  flirns>'  pretext  of  no  auihority  in  the 
minister  to  settle  this  question  Acr*,  (when  he  tells 
us  himself  that  he  came  to  settle  everything,)  he 
proposes  an  engagement  in  lieu  of  a  treaty  Mipub- 
tion;  and  remits  the  stipulation  itself  to  London,  for 
future  mini^ters  to  settle. 

Lord  Ashburton  proposes  London  as  thebe^i  place 
to  consider  it:  Mr.  Webster  accepts  London,  and 
hopes  that  her  Majesty's  Government  will  give 
usireaiy  stipulations  to  remove  all  further  cause 
for  complaint  on  this  .subject.  This  is  his  last  hope,  * 
contained  in  the  last  sentence  of  his  last  note.  And 


'Since  the  raiificaiion  of  the  treaty,  a  conference  haa  been 
had  with  the  British  minister  bv  the  cjtcruiive  conomlttee  of 
the  Foreign  and  Anti-Jilavery  Society  in  New  York;  in  which 
Lonl  Ashburton  to  reported  to  have  raid: 

"Lord  Ashburton  said  that,  when  the  c'el^paUon  came  tfr  re^d 
hto  corree|)ondence  with  Mr.  Webster,  they  wouH»ec  thai  he 
had  laken  all  poshiWecare  <o  prevent  any  injury  beine  «lopr  lo 
the  people  of  color;  lha^  if  he  hail  been  willing  «o  introduce 
an  article  inclu«linp  canes  Bln.ilar  «o  ihat  of  me  Creole.  hi« 
Government  would  never  have  ratified  U,  as  ih^y  will  adheit. 
to  ihe  great  prin.-iplee  ihey  have  so  lonij  avowed  af«l  msui- 
tiiined;  and  that  ih«  friends  of  the  slave  in  England  would  bf 
vrry  wairhfnl  to  wee  'hat  no  wro»jg  practice  took  plarr  umlfr 
the  tenth  article. "—/Vr.  L^xeis  Tappan's  report  oj  thft  mn- 
ferenee. 
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Senate. 


now,  why  a  treaty  stipalation  hereaAer,  if  this  en- 
gagement is  such '(as  the  President  says  it  is)  as  to 
satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'?  Why  anything  more,  if  that  is  enoughl 
And  if  treaty  stipulations  are  wanting,  (as,  in  tact 
they  are,)  why  go  to  London  for  them— the  head- 

Quarters  of  abolitionism,  the  seat  of  the  World's 
lonvention  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  the 
laboratory  in  which  the  insurrection  of  San 
Domingo  was  fabricated?*  Why  go  to  London? 
Why  go  anywhere?  Why  delay?  Why  not  do  it 
here?  Why  not  include  it  among  the  beatitudes  of 
the  vaunted  peace  mission?  The  eicuse  that  the 
minister  had  not  powers,  is  contradictory  and  ab- 
s«urd.  The  Secretary  negotiator  tells  us,  in  bis  first 
letter,  that  the  minister  came  with  full  powers  to 
settle  every  subject  in  discussion.  This  was  a  sub- 
ject in  discussion;  and  had  been  since  the  time  of 
the  Comet,.the  Encomium,  and  the  Enterprise— years 
ago.  If  instructions  were  forgotten,  why  not  send  for 
them?  What  are  the  steamers,  for  that,  in  the  six 
months  that  the  peace  mission  was  here,  they 
could  not  have  brought  these  instructions  a  dozen 
times?  No !  the  truth  is,  the  British  Government 
would  do  nothing  upon  this  subject  when  she  found 
she  could  accomplish  all  her  own  objects  without 
granting  anything.  She  got  what  she  wanted  for 
herself,  and  got  it  without  conditions.  The  amia- 
ble facility  ofour  Secretary  granted  her  everything: 
and  never  more  amiable  in  British  eyes  than  when 
he  thus  cut  the  South  from  the  North — made  a 
treaty  for  the  British^leH  the  South  in  the  lurch— 


'"Whfttcauted  the  San  Domingo  inxirrccUonl" 

"In  order  to  reply  to  this  quasUon  with  aa  much  accuracy 
and  preciilon  as  the  subject  will  admit,  it  is  necessary  to  recur 
to  tlie  proceedings  of  the  two  associations  of  which  mention 
was  made  in  the  second  chapter  of  this  history;  namejy,  the 
British  Associadon  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave- trade,  which 
held  its  meetings  in* the  OLE^  JEWRY,  in  London;  and  the  so- 
ciety called  Let  Anna  c/es  J^ot'rs,  in  Paris.  A  short  review  of 
the  conduct  of  these  societies  will  serve  not  only  to  lessen  the 
surprise  which  may  be  felt  at  the  revolt  of  the  negroes  of  Ban 
Doiningo,but  also  to  raise  a  considerable  degree  of  astonishment 
that  the  enslaved  negroea  In  the  British  islands  had  not  given 
them  the  example. 

"1  have  observed  that  the  society  in  London  profeued  to  have 
nothing  more  in  view  than  to  obtain  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
for  pronibiting  the  farther  introduction  of  African  slaves  into 
the  British  colonies.  I  have  said  that  they  disclaimed  all  in- 
tention of  Interfering;  with  the  Government,  and  condition  of 
the  negroes  already  m  the  plantations;  publicly  declaring  their 
opinion  to  be,  that  a  general  emancipation  of  those  people,  in 
their  present  state  of  ignorance  ana  barbarity,  Instead  of  a 
blessing,  would  prove  to  them  the  source  of  mtefertune  and 
misery.  But,  although  such  were  their  ottentible  declarations 
as  a  public  bodv,  the  leading  members  of  the  socieiy,  in  the 
same  moment,  held  a  very  diflerent  language;  and  even  the  so- 
cielv  itself  (acting  as  such)  pursued  a  line  af  conduct  directly 
and  immediately  repugnant  to  their  own  professions.  Besides 
using  everjr  possible  endeavor  to  inflame  the  public  of  Great 
Britain  against  the  planters,  they  distributed,  at  a  prodigious 
expose,  throughout  the  colonies,  tracts  and  pamphlets  wiibeut 
number;  the  direct  tendency  of  which  was  to  render  the  white  in- 
habitants odious  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  their  own  slaves, 
and  excite  In  the  latter  such  ideas  of  their  own  natural  rights 
and  equality  of  condition  as  should  lead  them  to  a  general  strug- 
gle for  freedomi  through  rebellion  and  bloodshed. 

"In  many  of  those  writings,  arguments  are  expressly  adduced, 
In  language  which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  to  urge  the  ne- 

«Des  to  rise  up  and  murder  their  masters  without  mercy, 
esistance,'  say  they,  'is  always  justifiable  where  force  is  the 
substitute  of  right;  nor  is  the  commission  of  a  civil  crime  pos- 
sible in  a  stare  of  slavery.'  These  ssnUments  are  repeated  in 
a  thousand  different  forms;  and,  in  order  that  they  might  not 
losa  their  effect  by  abstract  reasoning,  a  reverend  divine  of  the 
Church  of  England,  (Mr.  Percival  Btockdale,)  in  a  pamphlet 
addreosed  to  the  chairman  or  president  of  the  society  which 
held  its  meetings  in  the  OLD  JEWRY,  (Granville  Sharp,  esq.) 
pours  forth  the  roost  eanest  prayers,  in  the  most  undisguised 
expreasions,  that  the  negroea  would  destroy  all  the  white  peo- 
ple—men, women,  and  children— in  the  west  India  islands. 
'Should  we  not,*  he  exclaims^  'approve  their  conduct  in  their 
violencel  Should  we  not  crown  it  with  eulogiuro,  if  they  ex- 
terminate their  tyrants  with  fire  and  swordi  Should  they  even 
delitMiately  inflict  the  most  exquisite  tortures  on  those  tyrants, 
would  they  not  be  excusable  In  the  moral  judgment  of  those 
who  properly  viloe  those  inestimable  blesslnea— rational  and 
religious  llbenyl' 

"Besides  disuibuting  pamphlets  of  this  complexion  gratlr, 
at  the  doon  of  all  the  churches  and  places  of  worahip  in  the 
kingdom,  and  throughout  the  eotonies,  the  society,  or  persons 
in  Uieir.  nam&  caused  a  medal  to  be  struck,  containing  the  fig- 
ure of  a  naked  negro,  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  the  attitudeof 
Imploring  mercy;  thousands  of  which  were  also  dispersed 
among  tba  negroes  in  each  of  the  sugar  islands,  for  the  instruc- 
tion, Iinresume,  of  such  of  them  as  could  not  read.  But,  unhap- 
pily, this  instance  of  provident  caution  was  not  requisite;  for,  so 
many  negro  domeatica  return  annually  from  Europe  to  the 
WtfR  Indies  aa  constantly  Aimish  a  sufficient  number  of  living 
Instructors;  and,  certain  it  Is  (I  pronounce  It  from  my  own 
knowledge  respecting  Jamaica)  that  the  labors  of  the  society 
on  their  behalf,  as  well  as  many  of  the  moat  violent  speeches  in 
the  BritWi  Parliament,  wherein  the  whole  body  of  the  planters 
were  painted  as  a  herda''  bloodthirsty  and  remarselese  tyrants, 
were  explained  to  the  negro  slaves,  in  terms  well  adapted  to 
ihrtr  canscities,  and  suited,  as  might  have  been  supposed,  to 
5**^r/f*n''S;.fl'^'"***?»®«*''^^«  aay  What  other  measures 
^  •,i"Jf^.P  ■««**}*?.«»^^'*  »»»^«  »*ken  to  excite  a  re- 
SJ2!EL"*"  9^  furnish  ng  ihe  objects  of  their  solicitude 
SSSs        ■o>"uiiiuon."-i5dwafd»»*  BUtory  qf 


and  then  undertook  to  bamboozle  the  Southrons 
with  his  fine  engagement ! 

But,  if  the  engagemeni  was  anything,  the  10th 
article  of  the  treaty  would  nullify  it;  for  that  arti- 
cle makes  the  delivery  of  fugitive  criminftls  a  ju- 
dicial, as  well  as  a  ministerial  act.  The  slave,  in 
such  cases  as  the  Creole  and  others,  must  be  de- 
manded either  as  property  or  as  criminals;  in  neith- 
er case  can  the  executive  authorities  of  the  islands 
give  them  up,  even  if  they  would.  Slaves,  as  prop- 
erly, are  excluded  from  the  surrenders  to  be  made: 
as  criminals,  the  judicial  authority  must  be  applied 
lo:  and  twice  the  judge,  or  justice,  must  act  against 
the  slave  before  the  Governor  can  make  the  sur- 
render. The  justice  must  first  issue  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  the  slave;  and  he  is  the  judge  of  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  case  made  out  to  authorize  the  issu- 
ance of  the  warrant.  He  must  then  give  the  slave 
a  hearing  on  the  charge  made  against  him;  and  is 
again  the  judge  of  the  question  of  guilt.  If  these 
two  points  are  both  decided  against  the  criminal 
slave,  then  the  justice  is  to  certify  the  guilt  to  the 
governor;  who  is  thereupon,  and  not  until  then, 
authorized  to  make  the  surrender.  Now,  of  what 
avail  is  it,  with  such  an  article  as  this  in  the  treaty, 
to  send  instructions  to  governors  not  to  be  officious 
or  inquisitive  in  prying  into  the  case  of  fugitive 
slaves'?  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  under  the 
new  treaty.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ar- 
rest, hearing,  or  examination  oi  the  criminal.  All 
that  belongs  to  the  judiciary;  and  it  is  not  until  they 
see  the  judicial  certificate  that  the  governors  can 
act  at  all;  and  then  they  must  act  according  to  the 
treaty  and  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  instructions  from  British  ministers.  All 
this  is  clear  from  the  concluding  parts  of  the  10th 
article.    Hear  it: 

"Provided,  that  this  shall  only  be  done  upon  such  evidence  of 
criminality  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place  where  (he  fu- 
gitive or  person  socharged  shall  be  found,  would  justify  his  ap- 
prehension and  commitment  for  trial,  if  the  crime  or  offence 
had  there  been  committed;  and  the  resoective  judges  and  other 
ma||i8trales  of  the  two  Governments  snail  have  power,  juris- 
diction, and  authority,  upon  complaint  made  under  oath,  to  is- 
sue a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  fugitive  or  person 
so  charged,  that  Jie  may  oe  brought  before  such  judges  or  other 
magistrates,  respeciiveVi  to  the  end  that  the  evidence  of  crimi- 
nality may  be  heard  and  considered;  and  if,  on  such  hearing, 
the  evidence  bo  deemed  sufficient  to  sustain  the  charge,  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  examining  judge  or  magistrate  to  certify  the 
same  to  the  proper  execuUve  authority,  that  a  warrant  may 
Issue  for  the  surrender  of  such  fugitive." 

This  nullifies  any  instructions  for  polite  beha- 
vior which  may  be  issued.  It .  reduces  the  engage- 
merU  to  the  merest  hoax.  The  offence  is  to  te  one 
for  which  the  fugitive  could  be  arrested  and  tried, 
if  committed  at  the  place  of  apprehension.  Ana 
who  supposes  that,  in  the  abolition  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  the  murder  or  robbery  of  a  master 
by  his  slave  will  be  admitted  to  be  a  crime  for 
which  the  perpetrator  should  be  delivered  up  to 
iusticel  Even  admitting  that,  under  the  common 
law  of  England,  there  may  be  a  killing  of  the  mas- 
ter by  his  slave,  under  circumstances  which  would 
amount  to  murder;  yet  who  could  expect,  in  the 
present  state  of  British  feeling,  that  the  law  could 
DC  executed  by  a  British  judgel    Who  would  ex- 

{)ect  even  such  a  nvprderer  to  be  given  up,  much 
ess  when  the  killing  takes  the  form  of  defence 
against  violence,  or  escape  from  oppression!  Who 
expects  a  warrant,  a  decision,  or  a  certificate 
against  a  slave,  under  such  circumstancesi  If  any. 
one,  let  .him  read  the  Creole  case,  and  dismiss  his 
vain  and  credulous  hopes.* 

'Since  the  conference  between  Lord  Ash  burton  and  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  the  Foreign  and  American  Anti-slavery 
Society,  let  him  read  the  account  of  that,  or  even  the  following 
part  of  it: 

''Lord  Ashburton  went  intu  an  explanation  of  the  lOtb  article, 
and  nientlonod  several  particulars  of  the  discussion  that  took 
place,  both  on  that  topic,  and  others  relating  to  slavea.  With 
regard  to  the  case  of  the  slave  Ifackett,  he  did  not  know  all 
the  facts.  Sir  Charles  Begot  was  known  to  him,  and  he  did 
not  believe  he  would  do  an v thing  intentionally  wrong.  But  he 
had  just  entered  upon  his  duties,  and  was  probably  desirous,  at 
that  juncture,  of  promoting  good  feeling  with  his  great  neigh- 
bor. The  fact  that  the  slave  had  taken  his  master's  watch,  was 
a  circumstance  that  probably  went  against  him.  'Had  he  only 
taken  the  horae,'  said  Lord  A.  (looking  at  Gerrit  Smith,  £<ignifi- 
camly,  though  he  could  not  be  supposed  ever  lo  have  read  the 
advice  of  that  gentleman  to  fugitive  slaves,)  'he  would  not,  prob- 
ably, have  been  surrendeTed;''for  you  know  the  horse  was  ne< 
cessary  for  his  escape.'  Lord  Ashburton  said  that,  in  framing 
the  lOih  article,  great  care  had  been  taken  to  provide  that  infe- 
rior magistrates  m  Canada  should  have  no  authority  to  surren 
der  fugitives,  as  had  bean  ureed  by  the  other  party;  and  that 
only  the  governor  himself  oauld  perform  an  act  of  so  great  im- 
purtance.  nreat  rare  would  be  takf>n,  he  had  no  doubt,  to  pio* 
ipri  the  innocent;  and  that  the  taking  of  any  article  neressery  in 
effect  an  escape  would  not  be  considered  felonious.  He  said 
the  friends  of  the  slave  in  England  would  be  very  watcbfitl 
to  see  that  no  wrong  practice  took  place  under  the  10th  ar 
tide." 


I  come,  now,  to  the  case  of  the  Creole— the  im- 
mediate subject  of  the  correspondence  which  we 
have  been  examining — and  shall  be  brief  upon  it.  I 
take  the  case  itself,  from  the  account  of  it  given  in 
January  la.st  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  out  min- 
ister in  London,  instructing  him  to  demand  satis- 
faction for  that  outrage  frem  the  Government  of 
Qreat  Britain.  This  is  his  statement,  and  pan  of 
his  instructions  to  Mr.  Everett: 

"The  Creile  was  passing  from  one  port  or  tlie  United  States 
to  another,  in  a  voyage  perfectly  lawful,  with  mcrchandije  on 
board,  and  also  with  slaves,  or  persons  bound  tu  service,  nsiivet 
of  America,  and  belonging  to  American  citizens,  and  which  are 
recognised  as'property  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sum 
in  those  States  in  whicli  slavery  exists.  In  ihe  coune  of  fte 
voyage,  some  of  the  slaves  rose  upon  the  mas'er  and  crew,  teb- 
dued  them,  murdered  one  man,  and  caused  the  vaiel  to  be  car- 
ried into  Nassau.  The  vessel  was  thus  taken  to  a  Bri'ish  port- 
not  voluntarily,  by  those  who  had  the  lawful  aaiboriiyoverber; 
but  forcibly  and  violently,  against  the  master's  will,  and  with 
the  consent  of  nobody  but  the  mutineer  and  monlerm;  for 
there  is  no  evidence  that  these  outrages  were  conmitied  with 
the  concurrence  of  any  of  the  slaves,  except  those  aciaaUy  en- 
gaged in  them.  Under  these  circnmstances,  it  would  seem  to 
have  been  the  plain  and  obvious  duty  of  the  authorities  at Nu< 
sau,  the  port  of  a  frieodly  power,  to  assist  the  American  consul 
in  putting  an  end  to  the  captivity  of  the  master  and  crew,  re- 
storing  to  them  the  control  of  the  veasel,  and  enablioe  them  lo 
resume  their  voyage,  and  to  take  the  mutineers  and  inurderen 
to  their  own  country  to  answer  for  their  crimes  before  the 
proper  tribunal.  One  cannot  conceive  how  any  other  coqtk 
could  jusiy  be  adopted,  or  how  the  duties  imposed  by  thai ptft 
of  the  code  regulating  the  intercourse  of  friendly  States,  which 
is  generally  called  the  comity  of  nations  could  otherwise  be  fQl- 
filled.  Here  wa«  no  violation  of  British  law  auempted  or  in- 
tended on  the  pari  of  the  master  of  the  Creole,  nor  any  infrinie- 
ment  of  the  principles  ot  the  law  of  nations.  The  veani  wu 
lawfully  engaged  In  passing  from  port  to  port  In  lbs  United 
Buies.  By  violence  and  ctime  she  was  carried,  against  the 
master's  will,  out  of  her  course,  and  into  the  port  of  a  friendly 
power.  All  was  the  result  of  force.  Certainly,  ordinaiy  coa< 
ity  and  liospitality  entitled  him  to  such  assistance  from  the  an* 
thorities  of  the  place  as  should  enable  him  to  resume  and  pFOsO' 
cute  his  voyage,  and  bring  the  nfienders  to  justice.  Hot,  intead 
of  this,  if  the  faots  be  as  represented  in  these  pspers,  not  only 
did  the  authorities  give  no  aid  for  any  such  purpose,  but  they 
did  actually  interfere  to  set  free  ilieslavefi,  and  to  enable  them  to 
disperse  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of  the  master  of  the  rei> 
sel  or  their  owners.  A  proceeding  like  this  cannot  buicauis 
deep  feeling  in  the  United  States. 

"It  has  been  my  purpose  to  write  you  at  length  upon  this  sub- 
ject^ in  order  that  you  might  lay  before  the  GoverDnwDt  of  ber 
Majesty,  fully,  and  without  reserve,  the  vie ws enlertainfld  span 
it  by  that  of  the  United  titates,  and  the  grounds  on  wtich  tboas 
views  are  uken.  But  the  early  return  of  the  packet  prscludei 
the  opportunity  of  g<iing  thus  into  the  case  in  this  despatdi;  and 
as  Lord  Ashburton  may  shortly  be  expected  liere,  it  may  be  bel- 
ief to  enter  fully  into  It  with  him,  if  his  powers  shall  be  broad 
enough  to  embrace  it.  Some  knowledge  of  the  case  will  have 
reached  England  before  his  departure;  and  very  probably  his 
Government  may  have  given  him  instructions.  Bal  I  request, 
nevertheless,  that  you  lose  no  time  in  calling  Lord  Aberdeeti'i 
attention  to  u  in  a  general  manner,  and  giving  him  a  oanauve 
of  the  transaction,  such  aa  may  be  framed  from  the  papers  now 
communicated;  with  a  distinct  declaration,  that  if  the  facts  ton 
out  as  stated,  this  Government  thinks  it  a  clear  case  for  indem- 
nification. 

"You  will  avail  yourself  of  an  early  opportunity  of  coinmti* 
nicating  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  the  mamwr  which  you  may  deem 
moat  expedient,  the  substance  of  this  despatch;  and  yoo  will  re- 
ceive furtlier  instructions  respecxing  the  case  ol  die  Creole, 
unless  it  shall  become  the  subject  of  discussion  at  Wash- 
ington. 

"In  all  your  communications  with  ber  Majesty's  Government, 
,  you  will  seek  to  impress  it  with  a  full  omvictloa  of  the  danger* 
ODs  importance  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries  of  occnrreocee 
of  this  kind,  and  tho  delicate  nature  of  the  questions  to  which 
they  give  rise.'' 

This  was  the  case  of  the  Creole,  and  it  is  well 
and  clearly  slated.  Our  Secretary  writes  well,  bat 
perfbrms  badly.  He  has  well  stated  this  case,  and 
duly  supported  it  by  an  argument  against  the  legali- 
ty of  the  conduct  or  the  Nassau  authorities,  infiror 
of  the  just  title  of  the  injured  owners  to  indemnifi- 
cation, and  the  necessity  for  a  treaty  stipulation  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  cases  so  dangerous  to 
the  peace  of  the  two  countries.  Mr.  Everett  was 
directed  to  press  the  case  in  London:  the  Secretary 
undertook  to  do  it  here,  if  Lord  Ashburton  brought 
the  proper  powers  wiih_him.  The  powers  were 
not  brought;  nor  have  they  been  sent,  or  even  sent 
for !  Nothing  in  the  case  of  the  Creole  has  been 
done  in  London;  nothing  here;  and  now  we  are  to 
ratify  a  treaty  from  which  the  whole  case  has  been 
excluded,  and  to  be  content  with  a  correspondence 
which  contains  a  promise  for  an  engagemeni  which 
is  a  derision  of  our  complaints.  Tivc  cases  like 
those  of  the  Creole,  differing  only  in  degree  of 
atrocity,  have  occurred.  In  the  two  first,  there 
was  pecuniary  compensation  to  the  injured  owners; 
in  none  of  them  has  there  been  reparation  to  the 
insulted  flag  of  the  United  States:  and  in  the  three 
latter,  there  has  not  even  been  a  suggestion  of  in- 
demnifying the  owners.  Great  Britain  is  evidently 
assuming  higher  ground  on  the  subject  of  slaver)'; 
and  after  the  manner  in  which  we  have  been 
coerced  into  a  naval  and  diplomatic  alliance  agaiost 
slave  takers,  and  after  the  quintuple  treaty  has  been 


Augnrt,  1848. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  C0N6RBSSI0NAL  GLOBE. 


23^ 


27tb  Coii«***>Sd  S&88. 


The  British  Treaiy^Mr^  Benton. 


Senate. 


shown  to  US,  there  is  no  knowing  what  is  in  store 
for  the  slave  possessors. 

Sir,  I  hold  that  the  honor  of  the  Senate  as  a  body, 
and  the  honor  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Senators 
now  present  individaauy,  is  concerned  in  the  settle- 
ment of  this  Creole  case,  and  the  others  of  the  same 
class.  We  have  done  what  involves  oar  honor. 
We  adopted  resolntions  on  this  snbject-~strong  and 
|ust  resolalion*— and  adopted  them  nnanimoQsly. 
The^  declare  this  condoct  of  the  British  local  aa- 
thonties  to  be  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  highly  nnjast  to  our  citizens:  and  these  resolu- 
tions, and  the  speeches  in  support  of  them,  were, 
forwarded  to  London,  to  be  used  by  Mr.  Everett  in 
pressing  the  unsettled  cases.  Both  the  resolutions 
and  speeches  seem  to  have  been  disregarded  in 
London:  shall  they  be  disregarded  herel  disregard- 
ed by  the  Senate  which  passed  them,  and  by  the 
Senators  who  spoke  and  voted  for  themi  Here  is 
the  paragraph  of  the  Secretary's  letter  which  in- 
forms us  of  the  transmission  of  these  resolutions 
and  speeches  to  London,  to  be  laid  before  the  Brit^ 
ishmmistry: 

^nroa  are  acquainteil  with  the.  correepondence  which  took 
ptec«  a  few  yean  ago,  between  the  American  and  Bngiiah  Oor. 
enuBenta,  reepecilng  the  caeca  of  the  Enterpriee,  iheCumet,and 
the  Eocomium.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  Journal  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Statea,  containing  reeolutions  unanimously 
adopted  by  that  body  reepecting  those  came.  Theee  re solutiune, 
I  belleTa,  have  already  been  brought  to  the  nuUce  of  her  Ma- 
JMty'a  Government;  but  it  may  be  well  that  both  the  reaoiu- 
tjone  tbemaelTea,  and  the  debaieaupon  them,, should  be  again 
adverted  to.  Ton  will  find  the  reaolutlona,  of  coune,  among 
the docamenta  regularly  tranamiiwd  to  the  legation,  abd  the 
dabatee  in  the  newspapera  with  which  it  haa  alao  been  aup* 
plied  from  tbiadepartroenL" 

And  here  are  the  resolutions  themselves: 


"iZeeoJved,  That  a  ahip  or  veeael  on  the  high  eeaa«  in  lime  of 
peace,  engaged  in  a  lawful  voyage,  la,  according  to  the  la^  of 
nationa,  onder  the  escluaiire  junadiction  of  the  Slate  to  wnicli 
her  flag  belonge;— aa  mach  ao  aa  If  eonstitating  a  part  of  her 
own  domain. 

*'iZeto/ved,  That  if  auch  ahip  or  veeael  ahould  be  forced  by 
ttreea  of  weather,  er  other  unavoidable  cause,  into  the  port  and 
under  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  friendly  power,  she  and  her  careo, 
and  the  persons  on  board,  with  their  property,  and  all  the  rights 
balongingto  their  personal  relations,  as  established  by  the  laws 
of  the  State  to  which  they  belong,  would  be  placed  under  the 
protection  which  the  laws  of  nations  extend  to  the  unfortunate 
under  aocb  circamatancea 

*^Re9ol'C€dt  That  the  brig  Bntrrprise,  which  was  forced,  un- 
aToidabiT,  by  stress  of  weather,  into  .Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda 
island,  while  on  a  lawful  voyage  on  the  high  seas,  from  one  part 
of  the  Fnion  to  another,  comes  wiihin  the  principles  embraced 
by  the  foregoing  reaolntions;  and  thaithe  seizure  and  deieiuion 
or  tlie  negrooi  on  board,  by  ifie  local  authority  of  the  island,  was 
an  act  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  highly  unjuat  to 
oor  own  citizens  to  whom  they  belong." 

I  was  not  one  of  those  who  spoke  in  favor  of  these 
resolutions;  I  was  satisfied  wiih  the  speech  of  the 
mover,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  and  voted  for  them  with  a 
cordial  good  will.  I  deemed  tbeni  correct  then: 
I  deem  them  so  now.  I  consider  all  the  cases  of 
the  Comet,  the  Encomium,  the  Enterprise,  the  Cre- 
ole, and  the  Hermosa,  to  have  t>een  violaiions  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  a  breach  of  good  neighborhood, 
and  a  contempt  for  our  Government.  I  cannot  vote 
for  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  which  refuses  the 
slightest  notice  of  these  outrages,  and  remits  us,  fur^ 
our  "satisfaclian"  to  the  illusory  stipulations  of  an 
empty  ana  preposterous  "engagemtiU."  1  stand  bv 
the  resolutions;  and  shall  offer  an  amendment  h>  this 
treaty,  to  transfer  their  substance  to  its  pages,  and 
vindicate  the  rights  of  our  vessels,  under  the  laws 
of  nations,  as  resolved  by  the  Senate.  [The  amend- 
ment was  offered,  and  rejected.*] 
1  Sir,  this  ofience  against  our  ships  and  citizens  is 
^one  of  recent  origin,  but  of  increasing  frequency, 
and  of  augmenting  atrocity.  It  is  evidently  a  part 
of  the  abolition  crusade  against  slavery,  and  tends 
to  excite  insurrection  and  servile  war  in  our  coun- 
try. The  first  case  occurred  in  the  year  1830:  it 
was  that  of  the  Comet,  which  was  stranded  near  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  and  carried  a  wreck  into 
Nassau,  her  slaves  liberated,  and  the  protest  of  the 
owners  disregarded.  These  slaves  were  paid  for. 
The  next  was  that  of  the  Encomium,  in  1834— the 
same  in  all  respects  as  the  Comet,  and  with  the  same 
results :  the  owners  of  the  slaves  being  eventually 
paid  by  the  British  Government.  The  third  case 
was  that  of  the  Enterprise,  whose  fate  was  the  sub- 
ject of  our  resolves.  It  occurred  in  1835;  and  was 
the  case  of  a  ship  driven  by  tempest  into  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  her  slaves  liberated,  and  the 

'Ameodweni  offered  l  f  Mr.  B&htov  to  ihe  Briii»h  irenty. 

'That  a  vetael  of  the  United  States,  enga^d  in  a  lawft'I  voy- 
age, and  driven  by  tempesL  or  carried  by  violence,  or  forced 
by  necessitv,  into  a  British  West  India  port,  during  pi  ace  with 
Qreai  Briiala^  shall  be  received  wiih  ihe  hoapiulliy  due  to  mis- 
fortuoe,  and  be  allowed  to  depart  with  all  coovenieot  despatch, 
udwith  all  ha  conieaiaof  penooa  aiul  property." 


protest  of  the  owners  disregarded.    For  this  out- 
rage no  atonement  or  compensation  has  been  made, 
notwithstanding  our  brave  resolutions,  and  their 
imposing  communication  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment.   Then  came  two  cases  together,  worse  than 
all  the  previous  ones— the  Creole,  in  January,  1842, 
and  the  Hermosa  immediately  after— cases,  the  one 
of  mutiny,  piracy,  and  murder,  the  other,  of  vio- 
lence on  the  part  of  wreckers.    For  these  two  out- 
rages, as  well  as  for  that  of  the  Enterprise,  no  in- 
demnity or  redress  of  any  kind  has  been  made. 
Pecuniary  compensation  to  the  owners — ^an  inade- 
quate redress  to  them,  and  no  atonement  to  our  in- 
sulted sovereignty — granted  in  the  two  first  cases, 
is  denied  in  the  three  last:  and  the  go-by  which  has 
been  given  to  the  whole  subject  in  this  mission  of 
peace,  and  the  "saiisfaetian"  expressed  by  the  Pres- 
ident, on  behalf  of  the  country,  at  this  termination 
of  the  business,  must,  if  .sanctioned  by  the  Senate, 
operate  as  an  act  of  oblivion  upon  past  outrages, 
and  an  invitation  to  the  commission  of  new  ones. 
At  the  same  time,  12,000  slaves  are  allured  into 
Canada;  and  no  limit  is  seen  to  the  number  which 
will  go,  under  the  inducements  which  are  held  out, 
and  the  new  rendezvous  which  the  consolidation  of 
British  power  on  the  frontiers  of  Maine  will  pre- 
sent.   The  South,  lefl  alone  by  the  separate  treaty 
now  made  for  the  Northern  states,  and  with  the 
sympathies  of  half  the  Union  and  all  the  world 
against  her,  must  now  expect  greater  outrages  than 
ever,  in  all  that  relates  to  her  slave  property.    The 
British  have  now  evidently  constituted  themselves 
the  guardians  and  protectors  of  our  slaves;  and, 
while  our  three  millions  of  black  slaves  are  better 
fed,  better  clothed,  beUer  lodged,  less  worked,  have 
more  liberty,  more  knowledge,  and  speak  better 
English,  than  the  same  number  of  her  Qiglish  pop- 
ulation, (laborers  and  paupers)— to  say  nothing  of 
the  poor  Irish,  Scotch,  Asiatics,  and  others, — while 
this  is  the  difi*erence,  to  the  disadvantage  of  her 
own  white  subjects,  all  her  sympathies  are  in  exer- 
cise for  our  blacks  1    Is  it  humanity,  or  policy,  that 
works  in  this  strange  wayl    Is  it  love  or  the  slave, 
or  the  hatred  of  the  master,  that  works  in  this 
wayl 

The  term  South,  as  indicating  the  frlave-holding 
region  in  this  Union,  is  now  become  a  term  of 
enlarged  and  extended  application,  and  is  fast 
shifting  to  the  West.  But  lately  applied  to  five  At- 
lantic, it  now  includes  seven  transmontane  States; 
the  former  decreasing;  the  latter  increasing.  The 
five  Atlantic  slave  States  lose  fifteen  Representa- 
tives under  the  late  census:  the  .««even  Western 
gain  eight.  Their  relative  strengih  is  now  about 
equal.  At  the  census  of  1850,  that  of  (he  West- 
em  seven  must  greatly  preponderate;  and,  afler 
that  period,  the  eap  between  them  must  go  on  in- 
creasing, in  the  double  ratio  of  the  loss  in  one  and 
the  gain  in  the  other.  The  slave  interest,  already 
equalling  in  the  great  West  that  of  the  Atlantic, 
must  soon  find  its  chief  seat  there;  and  it  behooves 
the  Representatives  from  that  quarter  to  attend 
in  time  to  what  must  soon  become  a  chief  subject 
of  their  care.  The  liberation  of  slaves  from 
wrecked  vessels  among  the  Bahama  islands,  is 
but  a  branch  of  a  vast  system;  but  it  is  a  branch 
of  it  which  addresses  itself  directly  to  the  slave 
States  of  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
passage  through  these  British  islands  is  their 
line  of  communication  with  the  Atlantic  Slates, 
with  the  high  ^eas,  and  with  the.  whole  world. 
They  cannot  tolerate  the  insecurity  of  that  passage, 
either  for  themselves  or  their  property.  Rather 
they  should  say  of  that  pa-ssasre,  and  of  the  ^u\( 
from  which  it  leads,  as  the  Romans  said  of  the 
Mediterranean — mare  nostrum !  and  act  upon  the 
assumption.  The  masters  of  the  Mississippi  should 
command  the  outlet  from  the  rex  fiuvioruM.  As 
a  Senator  from  that  great  region,  I  feel  the  respon- 
sibilities of  mv  position,  and  the  gravity  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  surround  us.  The  pretension  to 
liberate  slaves  between  New  Orleans  and  the  At- 
lantic States,  is  a  blow  at  the  Great  West — one 
blow  out  of^  many  which  the  anti-slave  allies  are 
preparing  for  her.  This  treaty,  by  shirking  the 
question,  sanctions  that  pretension;  and  I  fcAl 
bound  to  oppose  it.  A  treaty  of  peace,  as  it  is  call- 
ed—the fruit  of  a  mission  sent  out  to  settle  every- 
ihing—the  approved  of  a  Southern  President:  it 
still  leaves  unsettled  the  large  question  which  con- 
cerns the  twelve  States  which  stretch  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Missouri,  an^  from  the  39th  parallel  of 
north  latitude  to  the  Gulf.  Such  a  question,  affect- 
ing 80  many  States,  and  so  pregnant  of  war,  de- 
served to  be  settlad— deserved  something  very  dif* 


ferent  from  ignominious  exclusion  from  the  treaty, 
and  derisory  dismission  to  the  safeguard  of  a  cor- 
respondence and  an  engagement.  The  peace  mis- 
sion has  put  this  question,  and  the  subject  of  which 
it  is  part,  on  the  high  road  to  war.  To  so  with 
the  British  to  Africa,  to  fight  for  slaves,  wnile  the 
British  are  liberating,  enticing  away,  and  ezciiing 
to  revolt  our  slaves  at  home,  is  to  commit  a  folly 
of  which  the  fruit  must  be  sname  and  resentment^ 
and  all  their  disastrous  effects. 

The  case  of  the  Caroline,  to  which  I  now  pro- 
ceed, completes  the  list  of  the  seven  subjects  which 
the  President  informs  us  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  negotiators.  He  does  not  tell  us  that  no  other 
subject  occupied  their  deliberations;  and  the  want  of 
protocols  disables  us  from  knowing.  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  assumption  ol  the  State  debts, 
or  any  provision  or  guaranty  for  their  payment^ 
constituted  any  part  of  the  twjects  of  the  special 
mission.  If  they  did,  we  ought  to  know  it;  and  to 
know  what  was  demanded  on  one  side,  and  what 
was  promised  or  denied  on  the  other.  Informality 
of  the  conference  will  n>ake  no  difference.  Every- 
thing was  informal  in  this  anomalous  negotiation* 
Wat  Tyler  never  hated  Uie  ink-horn  worse  than 
our  Secretary-negotiator  hated  it  upon  this  occa- 
sion. It  was  only  alter  a  thing  was  finished, 
that  the  pen  was  resorted  to;  and  then  merely  to  re- 
cord the  agreement,  and  put  a  face  upon  it  for  the 
public  eye.  In  this  way  many  things  may  have, 
been  discussed,  which  leave  no  written  trace  behind 
them;  and  it  would  be  a  curious  circum^tance  if  so 
large  a  subie^st,  and  one  so  delicate  as  the  State 
debts,  should  find  itself  in  that  predicament.  In  the 
absence  of  all  evidence,  I  have  no  right  to  an  opin- 
ion on  the  point;  but,  as  a  Senator,  and  a  part  of 
the  treaty-making  power,  I  have  aright  to  know' 
the  &cts;  and  shall  submit  a  call  upon  the  President 
for  that  purpose.  [The  call  was  submitted,  but  not 
acted  Cipon  for  want  of  time.] 

The  Caroline  is  the  last  of  the  seven  subjects  in 
the  arrangement  which  I  make'of  them.  I  reserve 
it  for  the  last;  the  extreme  ignominy  of  its  termina- 
tion making  it,  in  my  opinion,  the  natural  conclu- 
sion of  a  disgraceful  negotiation.  It  is  tl  case  in 
which  all  the  .sources  of  national  degradation  seem, 
to  have  been  put  in  reqvsition:— diplomacy;  lesis- 
lation;  the  judiciarv;  and  even  the  military.  To 
volunteer  propitiatioj[)9  to  Great  Britain,  and  to 
deprecate  her  wrath,  ^eem  to  have  been  the  sole^ 
concern  of  the  Administration,  when  signal  repara- 
tion was  due  from  her  to  us. 

The  case  of  the  Caroline  is  now  near  four  years 
old.  It  occurred  in  December  of  the  year  1838, 
under  Mr.  Van  Buren*s  administration;  out  it  wa» 
not  until  March,  1841,  and  until  the  new  Admin- 
istration was  in  power,  that  the  question  assumed  its 
high  character  of  a  quarrel  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  Before  that  time,  the 
outrage  upon  the  Caroline  was  only  the  act  of  the 
individuals  engaged  in  it  The  arrest  of  one  of 
these  individuals  brought  out  the  British  Govern- 
ment She  assumed  the  offence;  alleged  the  out- 
rage to  have  been  perpetrated  by  her  authority;  and 
demanded  the  release  of  McLeod,  under  the  clear 
implication  of  a  national  threat  if  he  was  not  sur- 
rendered.* The  release  was  demanded  uncundi- 
tlonally— not  the  slightest  apology  or  atonement  be- 
ing offered  for  the  outrage  on  the  Caroline,  oui  of 
which  the  arrest  of  McLeod  grew.  The  arrogant 
demand  of  the  British  was  delivered  to  the  new 
Secretary  of  Slate  on  the  18th  day  of  March. 
In>tead  of  refusing  to  answer  under  a  threat,  be 
answered  the  sooner;  and,  in  hiK  answer,  went  far 
beyond  >* hat  the  minister  [Mr.  Pox]  had  demanded. 
He  despatched  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  to  New  York,  to  act  as  counsel  for  McLeod; 
he  sent  a  Major  General  of  the  United  States  army 
along  with  him,  to  gi  ve  emphasis  to  bis  presence;  and 
he  gave  a  false  version  to  the  law  of  nations,  which 
would  not  only  cover  the  McLeod  case,  but  all  suci 
ceeding  cases  of  the  same  kind.  I  consider  all  this 
the  work  of  the  State  Department;  for  General 
Harrison  was  too  new  in  his  office,  too  much  over- 
whelmed by  the  army  of  applicants  who  besieged 
him  and  soon  destroyed  his  life,  to  have  the  time 
to  study  the  questions  to  which  the  arrest  of  Mc- 
Leod, and  the  demand  for  his  release,  and  the  as- 
sumption of  his  crime  by  the  British  Qovemmenf, 


•"But,  be  that  u  it  ma?,  her  Majetiy'a  Oovwrnnwrn  formalty 
demand,  upon  ihegrounda  already  •latad,  ihe  Immediair  fi>- 
laaae  of  Mr.  McLen<1;  and  her  Majewy'a  Qovemment  enirrai 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutea  to  take  into  hw  oioei  deiib^r- 
auconaideiatioiitheaerioiianatareofUM  cooMqueocea  which 
moK  eof  ue  firom  a  T«j<ction  of  thli  damand.'* 
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all  g^y^  rise.  Such  questions  were  of  necessity  left 
to  the  Slate  Department;  6nd  as  the  acts  of  that  de- 
partment, I  consider  all  that  was  done  in  relation  to 
McLeod  in  the  month  of  March,  1841.  It  was  in 
Ihat  month  tliai  the  case  reversed  the  aspect  nnder 
which  our  Gavemmeni  had  viewed  it;  received  its 
new  direction;  and  commenced  the  course  which 
has  just  received  the  disgraceful  termination  which 
the  President  has  communicated. 

McLeod  had  been  arrested  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember, 1840.  while  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  still  Pres- 
ident; and  a  aemand  was  then  made  for  his  release. 
The  release  was  refused;  and  all  interference  with 
the  State  courts  declined.  The  answer  to  this  ef- 
fect, given  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  to 
Mr.Pox,  was  read  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
in  Januam  1841,  and  received  unanimous  appro- 
bation. Soon  after,  the  decision  of  the  New  York 
court  was  given,  and  wa.s  to  the  same  effect;  and 
thus,  at  that  period,  the  President,  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  a  Slate  court,  were  all  of  one 
opinion — that  the  assumption  of  his  offence  by  his 
Government  made  no  difference  to  McLeod;  that 
he  was  responsible  to  the  ^tate  laws  for  crossing 
de  boundary  to  commit  murder  and  arson;  that  the 
two  countries  being  at  peace,  it  was  not  a  military, 
but  a  piratical  expedition;  that  the  assumption  of 
his  offence  only  added  another  to  the  list  or  offend- 
ers, without  giving  the  first  a  right  to  immunity; 
and  that  the  Gfovemment  of  the  United  Slates  would 
interfere  in  no  way  in  the  Stale  administration  of  jus- 
tice. Reversing  all  this,  the  United  States  Attor- 
ney Gkneral  was  sent  to  defend  McLeod:*  a  general 
officer  sent  with  him;  his  release  sohcitea  of  the 
State;  an  appeal  ordered  to  be  uken  in  his  behalf  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  anew  ver- 
sion or  the  laws  of  nations  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion; and  every  preparation  made,  and  every-  step 
taken,  to  propitiate  the  British  for  the  arrest  of  a 
subject,  without  exacting  any  reparation  from  them 
for  the  invasion  of  our  territory,  the  murder  of  our 
citizens,  and  conflagration  of  a  vessel  at  anchor  in 
the  waters  of  her  own  country. 

These  proceedings  took  place  in  the  brief  inter- 
val between  the  accession  of  the  new  Administra- 
tion to  power,  in  March,  and  the  meeting  of  the  ex- 
traordinary session  of  Congress  in  the  month  of 
May  following.  Of  coursik  they  were  all  commu- 
nicated to  Congress  at  that  session;  and,  as  they 
were  wrong  in  thenLselres,  and  contradictory  to  the 
course  taken  and  approved  Vbring  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren*s  administration,  they  received  the  severest  i. 
reprehension.  The  Republican  members  con-  f 
demned  them  in  a  body;  and  the  measures  for  the 
release  of  McLeod,  under  the  new  reading  of  the 
law  of  nations,  became  the  eminent  subject  of  ani- 
madversion. The  friends  of  the  new  Administra- 
tion, having  both  the  facts  and  the  law  clearly 
against  them,  took  lofty  ground  in  anoth^  direc- 
tion. They  assumed  a  Roman  attitude;  declared  it 
to  be  unbecoming  a  ^reat  nation  to  punish  the  sub- 
ject, when  the  sovereign  assumed  the  offence;  cited 
Roman  maxims  and  examples  to  show  that  the  mag- 
nanimous way  was  to  dismiss  the  instrument,  and 
seize  the  chief;  and  they  were  profuse  in  their  un- 
dertakings for  the  Roman  manner  in  which  Messrs. 
Tyler  and  Webster  would  hold  the  British  Crown 
to  account,  after  washing  their  hands  of  the  wretch 
McLeod.t  The  Republicans  put  no  faith  in  all 
—  -  ■  -        »■  ■  . — 

*  "Having  cooaultad  with  the  GoTemor,  you  will  proceed  to 
Lockport,  or  wherever  else  the  trial  may  bt  holden,  and  fumi^ih 
Uie  priaoner'a  couneel  with  the  evidence  of  which  you  will  be 
in  poaMeeioQ  material  lo  hie  defence.  You  will  leethathe 
have  skilful  aod  aminent  cooDael,  if  «ucb  be  not  already  re- 
tained; and  althoQf h  you  are  not  desired  to  act  as  counsel 
yourself,  you  will  cause  it  to  be  siffoified  to  him,  and  to  the 
gentleman  who  may  conduct  his  defence,  that  it  is  the  wish  of 
this  Government  that,  in  case  his  defence  be  overruled  by  the 
court  In  which  he  shall  be  tried,  proper  steps  he  taken  Immedi- 
ately for  removing  the  cause,  by  writ  of  error,  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Slates."— Jiff.  Webster'a  Instructions  to 
Mr.  Crittenden,  March  15, 1811. 

t  "You  tihe  British  Goremment)  now  avow  the  destruction 
of  tha  Caroline  as  a  public  act  of  military  and  naval  force,  done 
under  your  authority. 

''Henceforward,  McLeod  and  others,  who  acted  under  your 
orders,  must  stand  excused  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  Let  the 
Courtis  in  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  which  of  light  be- 
longs to  them,  allow  his  plea  of  immunity  and  disrharge;  but 
we  hold  you  responsible  in  his  place,  thiough  all  those  modes 
of  international  redreas  which  the  code  of  nations  has  provided 
for  the  prosecution  or  vindication  of  national  rights  The 
American  people— and  here  (said  Mr.  R.)  I  use,  in  part,  the  very 
words  of  the  answer  returned  by  the  Secretary  of  State— not 
distrustful  of  theirabilit^  to  redress  public  wrongs  by  public 
means,  are  Incapable  of  the  poor  revenge  of  pursuing  an  imli- 
▼itiual  for  a  national  offence,  in  which  he  was  butr  the  instru- 
ment of  his  QoveraoNni. 

"Mr.  RiYBB  appealed  to  Uie  Senate— to  the  sentiment  of 

«.^^-P.i***tl!l?'**^-r!f?*»^»P*'*^''*»»<^*»i  be  believed,  yet 
surrivad  in  the  bowoMof  biseoimuyaiaQ— toaay  whathar  auch  I 


Ihese  fine  professions.  They  believed  it  was  all  a 
pretext  to  gel  out  uf  a  difficuliy;  thai,  what  between 
love  and  fear  of  the  British,  the  Federal  party  was 
unwilling  to  punish  McLeod,  or  to  see  him  pun- 
ished by  the  State  of  New  York;  that  the  desiefu 
was  to  get  rid  of  responsibility,  by  geuing  rid  of  the 
man;  and,  that  when  he  was  gone,  we  should  hear 
no  more  of  these  new  Romans  calling  his  sovereign 
to  account.  This  was  the  opinion  of  the  Democ- 
racy, very  freely  expressed  at  the  time;  and  so  it 
has  all  turned  out  to  be.  McLeod  was  acquitted, 
and  got  off;  the  British  Gk)vemment  be(*.ame  re- 
sponsible, on  the  Administration's  own  principles; 
they  have  not  been  held  to  that  responsibility;  no 
atonement  or  apology  has  been  made  for  the  na- 
tional outrage  at  Scnlosser;  and  the  President  in- 
forms us  that  no  further  complaint,  on  account  of 
this  aggression  on  the  soil  and  sovereignty  of  the 
Union,  and  the  lives  of  its  citizens,  is  to  be  made ! 
The  message  is  in  these  words: 

"The  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  atSchlosser,  four 
or  five  years  ago,  occasioned  no  small  degree  of  excitement  at 
the  lime,  and  became  the  subject  of  cnrrespondcoce  between 
the  two  Governments.  That  correspondence,  having  been  sus- 
pended for  a  considerable  period,  was  renewed  in  the  spring  of 
the  last  year;  but,  no  satisfactory  result  havincf  bctn  arrived 
at,  it  was  thought  proper,  though 4he  occurrence  had  ceased  to  be 
fresh  and  recent,  not  to  omit  attention  to  it  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. I(  has  only  been  so  far  disctisded,  in  the  correspondence 
now  submitted,  as  it  was  accomplished  by  a  violation  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  Stales*.  The  letter  of  the  British  minis- 
ter, while.he  attempts  to  justify  that  violation  upon  the  ground 
of  a  pressinsand  overruling  necessity — admittinjf;,  nevertheless, 
that,  even  if  justifiable,  an  apology  toaa  due  for  it — and  accom- 
panying this  acknowledgment  wiih  nRsurances  of  the  sacred 
regard  of  his  Government  for  the  inviolability  of  national  ler* 
ritory,  has  seemed  to  me  sufficient  to  warrant  forbearance  frttm 
any  further 'remonstrance  against  what  took  place  as  an  eg* 
gression  on  dtesoil  and  territory  of  this  country." 

This  paragraph,  from  the  message  of  the  9th  of 
August,  is  a  pretty  faithful  transcript  from  Mr. 
Webster's  note  to  Lord  Ashburton  of  the  6th;  and 
as  it  is  more  satisfactory  to  comment  on  the  ori- 
ginal than  on  the  copy,  I  will  read  that  original, 
and  reserve  my  comments  for  it : 

'  Understanding  these  principles  alike,  the  difference  between 
the  two  Governments  is  only  whether  the  facte  in  the  case  of  the 
'Caroline'  make  out  a  case  of  such  necessity  for  the  puriwdo 
of  self-defence.  Seeing  that  the  transacMon  is  not  recent^  hav- 
ing happened  in  ihetimeofoneof  hisnretieeessors;  seeinjrthat 
your  Lordship,  in  the  name  of  your  Governtr.ent,  solemnly  de- 
clares that  no  slight  or  disrespect  was  intended  to  the  sovereign 
authority  of  the  United  States;  seeing  that  it  is  acknowledged 
that,  whether  justifiable  or  not,  there  was  yet  a  violation  .of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that  you  are  instrucied  to  say 
that  your  Government  consider  that  as  a  most  teriout  occur- 
rence; seeing,  finally,  that  it  is  now^admitted  that  an  expla- 
nation and  apotogy  for  thie  riolation  was  due  at  the  time. 
the  President  is  content  to  receive  these  acknowledgments  and 
assurances  in  the  conciliatory  spirit  which  marks  your  Lord* 
ship's  letter,  and  will  make  this  subject,  as  a  complaint  oCviola- 
tion  of  territory,  the  topic  of  no  further  discussion  between  the 
two  Governments. " 

I  pretermit  the  remarks  upon  the  doctrines  of  this 

a  reply  was  not  worthv  of  the  country  and  the  Government 
*Parcere  subjectis  et  debeUflre  superbos"  was  the  dictote  of  a 
lofty  and  magnanimous  spirit,  wneiher  in  individuals  or  in 
States.  Historians  have  recorded  the  conduct  of  the  Roman 
Senate,  on  the  occasion  of  their  ambassador  being  killed  by  the 
bubjecis  of  Demetrius,  one  of  the  most  powerful  princes  of  an- 
tiquity. Demetrius  delivered  up  the  [lerpetrators  uf  the  act  to 
the  Romans;  but  the  Senate,  sospeciing  that  he  had  contiired 
at  or  encouraged  the  crime,  immediately  sent  back  the  individ- 
ual offenders,  notifying  Demetrius  that  they  would  hold  the 
sovereign,  and  not  the  suhjecc,  responsible.  Is  it  in  fo  lowing 
the  example  of  that  proud  republic  that  ilie  honorable  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  finds  a  ground  for  imputing  to  the  Admin- 
istration, in  the  case  of  McLeod,  a  want  of  proper  naUonal  tone 
and  spirit? 

"The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  may  cMsmIss  his  apprehen* 
sions  that  the  honor  of  the  conntry  will  be  compromise«i  in  the 
hands  of  those  to  whom  the  nation  has  intrusted  its  keeping. 
The  Chief  Magistrate,  who  now  so  wonhily  fills  the  place  of 
the  lamented  Harriaon,  has  eiven,  in  a  life  of'^ honorable  and  pa- 
triotic service,  pledges  on  which  the  country  can  rcpo>«e.  He 
has  announced  the  maxims  of  his  policy  towards  foreign  pow- 
ers in  terms  which  cannot  but  command  the  universal  assent — 
to  render  justice  to  all,  submitting  to  injustice  from  none;  aiid, 
while  sedulously  cultivating  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity 
with  thereat  of  the  world,  esteeming  it  'his  most  imperative  du- 
ty to  see  that  the  honor  ol  the  country  shall  sustain  no  bl^mi«-h.' 
To  these  sentiments  of  the  President,  we  find  a  laiihiul  echo  in 
the  language  of  Uie  Secretary  of  SUie,  in  the  close  of  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Fox. 

••  'This  republic  does  not  wish  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the 
world  lis  object  is  peace— its  policy,  peace.  But  still  It  is 
jealous  of  its  rights,  and,  among  others,  and  most  especially,  of 
the  right  of  the  absolute  immunity  of  its  territory  from  assies- 
sion  from  abroad;  and  these  ngbts  it  is  the  duty  and  determina- 
tion of  this  Government  fully,  and  at  all  times,  to  maintain; 
while  it  will,  at  the  same  time,  as  scrupulously  refrain  from  in- 
fringing on  the  rights  of  others.' 

'in  sentiments  such  as  these,  we  have  an  abundant  guaranty 
that  nothing  will  be  done  or  suflered  by  the  present  Administra- 
tion which  shall  strike  us  from  the  high  rank  among  the  nations 
where  the  virtuous  .struggles  of  our  ancestors  have  placed  us; 
and  that  it  will  steadily  pursue  the  noblo  and  comprehenoive 
rule  of  action  laid  down  by  one  of  our  early  and  most  illuiitri. 
otw  Presidents— to  merit  the  cihracterof  a  just,  and  to  main- 
tain that  of  on  independent,  nation;  preferring  every  conse- 
quence to  insult  and  habitual  wrong."- ilfr.'i^tvea'a  speech,  in 
TtplytQ  Mr,  Buchanan. 


letter  for  the  present,  for  the  purpose  of  looking  into 
itsstatementof /a^:^.  The  letter,  very  clearly,  intends 
to  induce  the  public  to  believe  that  there  has  been  an 
apology  made  to  the  United  States  by  Great  Britain 
for  the  invasion,  (he  murder,  and  the  arson  com- 
mitted upon  us  at  Schlosser;  when  the  fact  is,  no 
such  apologjr  has  been  made,  and  the  correspond- 
ence snows  it.  To  that  correspondence,  then,  we. 
have  recourse  to  settle  this  question  of  fact*,  and 
this  is  quickly  done.  It  happens  that  there  are 
three  notes  upon  this  subject:  a  brief  one  of  the 
^7thof  July,  from  the  American  to  the  British  ne- 
gotiator; a  lettei:  of  some  length  from  Lord  Ash- 
£urton,  in  answer,  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month; 
and  a  brief  rejoinder  to  it,  in  a  note  of  the  6th  of 
August,  from  Mr.  Webster.  In  (.his  narrow  com- 
pass lie  all  the  facts  of  this  supposed  apology;  and 
I  propose  to  set  them  out  with  the  brevity,  precis- 
ion, and  fairness  which  are  due  to  the  occasion. 
The  opening  note  of  tlie  American  negotiator  of 
the  27(n  of  July,  contains  a  vital  decUualion  on 
this  point.  It  says  that,  up  to  that  day,  no  alone- 
ment,  or  even  apology ^  had  been  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  for  this  outrage;  and  aska  his 
Lordship's  grave  attention  to  it.  His  note  j^  in  these 
words: 

'  That  act  i%  of  itself,  a  wrong,  and  an  offence  to  the  sove> 
reienty  and  the  dignity  of  the  United  States— being  a  violatioa 
of  their  soil  and  territory:  a  wrong  for  which,  lo  this  day.  no 
atonement,  or  even  apology,  has  been  made  by  ber  Majesty's 
Government.  Tour  Ijordship  cannot  but  be  aware  that  aelf- 
respect,  the  consciousness  of  independence  and  national  equal- 
ity, and  a  senHitiveness  to  whatever  may  touch  the  honor  of  the 
country — a  sensitiveness  which  this  Government  will  ever  fed 
and  ever  cultivate  -  make  this  a  matter  of  high  importance; 
and  I  must  be  allowed  to  ask  for  it  your  Lordidiip's  grave  con- 
sideration." 

This  note  is  conclusive  on  the  ouestion  of  the 
apelogy  up  to  the  day  of  its  date,  which  was  very 
neftthe  termination  of  the  special  mission.  The 
date  was  the  27lh  of  July.  It  is  also  pointed  and 
urgent  in  calling  the  special  minister\s  grave  atten- 
tion to  a  wrong  which  he  properly  qualifies  as  an 
offence  to  the  sovereignty  ana  dignity  of  the  United 
States.  The  minister  does,  in  fact,  promptly  give 
his  attention  to  this  call;  for  on  the  next  day,  (July 
28tb)  he  writes  an  elaborate  letter  of  jusiificaiuni 
of  the  outrage,  intermixed  with  such  phrases  of 
civility  as  might  stand  for  what  they  are  worth  to 
the  American  Cxovernment,  but  which  be  took 
care  should  stand  for  nothing  with  respect  to  his 
own.  Unluckily,  however,  for  the  American  ne- 
gotiator, whose  note  was  so  pressing  and  pointed, 
he  shows  that  the  Administration  was  already  satis- 
fied with  the  verbal  "explanations"  which  he  nadof- 
lered;  and  thai  it  was  to  getsomething  for  publication, 
and  to  satisfy  the  ptiblic  mind^  that  the  note  was  now 
addressed  to  him!  All  this  is  very  unlucky  for 
the  Secretary-negotiator,  (whose  note  would  other- 
wise have  been  considered  as  being  in  a  very  prop- 
er spirit;)  but,  taken  in  the  sense  of  an  attempt  to 
get  something  for  the  public,  after  the  Administra- 
tion was  satisfied  with  exptanati^ms,  (verbal,  of 
course;   for  there  were  no  protocols,)  and  the  thing 

(assumes  an  awkward  countenance.     But  let  as 

l^ear  his  Lordship.    He  says: 

'*The  note  you  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  me  the  27th  in- 
sunt,  leinmdfl  me  that,  however  dis^xMed  your  Government 
might  be  to  be  satisfied  with  the  explanations  which  it  has 
been  my  duly  lu  otftr,  the  natural  anxiety  of  the  public  mlod 
requires  that  these  explanations  should  bo  more  durably  i«* 
curded  in  our  correspondence;  and  you  send  me  a  copy  oi  your 
note  to  Mr.  Fox,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  bare,  anU  an 
extract  from  the  t:peech  of  the  President  of  the  Untied  Scatea 
to  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  seasioo,  as  a  rmdj 
mode  of  presenting  the  vitw  entertained  on  this  subject  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States." 

Here  his  Lordship  explains  the  reason  of  this 
correspondence;  and  shows  it  to  be,  like  ail  the 
rest  of  the  correspondence  in  this  strange  nego- 
tiation, an  afterpiece,  got  up  aAer  the  negotiators 
were  of  accord,  and  only  intended  to  satisfy  the 
curiosity  of  the  public.  His  Lordship  proceeds 
then  with  ^reat  good  nature,  weighing,  measuring, 
and  counting  his  words,  and  evidently  determinea 
to  go  a:^  far  as  he  possibly'  could  to  accomplish  the 
Secretary's  design,  without  committing  his  Gov- 
ernment to  anything.  He,  therefore,  delivers 
phrases  in  this  wise,  for  the  Secretary  to  show  to 
the  people. 

"Nearly  five  yearsaro  now  passed  since  this  occarrenee;  th«re 
has  been  time  for  the  public  to  deliberate  upon  it  calmly;  and  I 
believe  f  may  take,  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  candn)  and  honora- 
ble men,  that  the  British  officers  wiio  executed  this  transection^ 
and  their  Government  who  approved  it,  intended  no  allcbt  or 
ilisretipeci  to  the  sovereign  atithority  of  the  United  States. 
That  they  intended  no  such  disres^^ect,  I  can  moat  solemnly 
affirm;  nnd  I  trust  it  will  he  admitted  that  no  infeience  to  the 
contrary  can  fairly  be  drawn,  even  by  the  moeleaaosptible  in 
points  of  national  honor." 


AngOBif  iUit. 
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"Although  k  is  believed  that  a  candid  and  impartial  consider- 

Ation  of  the  whole  history  of  this  unrorttinaie  event  will  lead  to 

she  cooclttsion  that  there  were  grounds  of  jusiificaiioi^  as  strong 

MM  were  ever  presented  in  surb  caeee;  and^  above  alt,  that  no 

alight  oi  the  authority  of  the  United  Suilea  was  ever  intended; 

^reif  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  was^  in  the  hurried  execu- 

oion  of  this  necessary  service,  a  violation  of  terrftory;  and  I 

am  instructed  to  assure  you  that  her  Majesty's  Qovfrnment 

^>n$ider  this  at  a  most  serious  fact;  and  that,  far  from  think- 

iDgthatan  event  of  this  kind  should  bo  lightly  risked,  they 

would  unfeigned!^  deprecate  its  recurrence.    Looking  back  to 

what  passed  at  Uus  dis'anco  of  time,  what  w,  perhaps^  most 

to  bs  regretted,  m,  that  some  explanation  arCi  apology  for 

this  occurrence  was  notimmediattly  made.  This,  with  a  frank 

explanation  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  might,  and  probably 

would,  have  preven'ud  much  of  the  exasperation,  and  of  the 

•obaequeDt  complaints  and  recriminations  to  which  it  gave 


n 


**l  trust,  sir,  I  majr  now  be  permitted  to  hope  that  all  feelings 
«f  resentment  and  ill-will  resulting  from  these  truly  unfortu- 
nate events,  may  be  buried  iu  oblivion^  and  that  they  may  be 
BDGceeded  by  those  of  harmony  and  friendship,  which  it  is  cer- 
tainly tlie  interest,  and,  I  also  believe,  the  inclination  of  all 
to  promote." 

Th^s  is  the  ekteiit,and  the  whole  extent^  to  which 
the  special  minister,  with  all  his  politeness  anil 
good  nature,  and  with  all  his  desire  to  furnish  the 
Administration  with  something  to  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic, could  possibly  go.  The  only  thing  which  I  see 
him  instructed  by  his  Qovernment  to  say,  or  which 
in  itself  amounts  to  a  positive  declaration,  is  the 
averment  that  her  Majesty's  Government  "considers 
ii a  mosi  serious  fact^^  that,  in  the  hurried  execution 
of  (his  necessary  service,  a  violation  of  the 
United  States  territory  was  committed.  This  is 
admitted  to  be  a  fact!— a  serious  fact!— and  a  most 
serious  fact!  But  as  for  any  sorrow  ibr  it,  or  apolo- 
gy for  it,  or  promise  not  to  commit  such  serious 
facts  again,  or  even  not  to  be  so  hurried  the  next 
lime, — this  is  what  the  minister  nowhere  sa}rs,  or 
insinuates.  On  the  contrary,  just  the  reverse  is  de- 
clared; for  the  justification  of  this  ^^rnost  serious 
fact"  as  being  Che  result  of  a  hurried  execution  of 
a  ^^necessary  service"  is  an  explicit  averment  that 
the  aforesaid  "mos<  serious  fact"  will  be  repeated 
just  so  often  as  her  Majesty's  Government  shall 
deem  it  necessary  to  her  service.  As  to  the  polite 
declaration  that  no  disrespect  was  intended  to  the 
Unit^  States  while  invading  its  territory,  killing 
its  citizens,  setting  a  steamboat  on  fire,  and  send- 
ing her  in  flames  over  the  falls  of  Niagara,— such 
a  declaration  is  about  equivalent  to  telling  a  man 
that  you  mean  him  no  disrespect  while  cudgelling 
him  with  both  hands  over  the  head  and  shoulders. 

But,  apology!  the  word  ^'apology"   is  actually 
mentioned  in  Ihe  minister's  letter;  and,  being  there — 
no  matter  how,  or  for  what  purpose,  or  with  what 
qaalifications— it  is  seized,  nrst  by  the  Secretary, 
and  then  by  the  President;  its  meanin^r  changed  on 
each  occasion,  by  omitting  the  qualifications;  and 
then  presented  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as 
an  actual  admitted  apology  due  from  the  British 
Government  to  ours.    But,  let  us  see  this  word, 
how  the  minister  uses  it,  and  how  far  its  meaning 
is  altered  in  the  subsequent  production  and  repro- 
docrion  which  it  has  undergone.    The  minister 
says:  VWhat  w,  perhaps^  most  to  be  regretted,  is, 
that  some  explanation  or  apology  for  this  occurrence 
was  not  ifnmediaiely  made."    The  Secretary  ren- 
ders the  same  sentence  thus:  "It  isiiowadmitted  that 
an  explanation  and  apology  for  the  violation  was 
dMe  at  the  Htm."     And   the  President,  when   it 
comes  to  his  turn  to  produce  this  important  apolo- 
gy, does  it  with  a  varii^tion  from  both  Secretary 
and  minister,    thus:  "admitting ,  nevertheless,  that, 
nen  if  justifiable,  an   apology   was   due  for   it." 
What  a  strange   metamorphosis    the    minister's 
meaning  is  made  to  undergo  in  this  double  trans- 
mutation!   He  sets  out  with  a  "perhaps,-"  which 
makes  all  that   follows  conditional.    This   vital 
qualification  is  omitted  both  by  the  Secretary  and 
President,  and  a  positive  admission  is  substituted 
in  its  place.    The  minister  then  goes  on  to  suggest 
it  as  a  circumstance  to  be  regretted,  that  some  expla- 
nation or  apology  was  not  immediately  given;  evi- 
dently showing,  by  the  form  of  expression,  and  the 
i"emainder  of  the  sentence,  that  tnis  little  explana- 
tion or  apology  might  have  prevented  exasperaliop, 
and  therefore  have  been'a  politic  thing.    AH  this 
^be  Secretary  changes  into  an  admission  of  an 
^polc^y  due  at  the  time;  and  the  President,  leaving 
Out  the  la.st  qualification  as  to  time,  simply  repeaus 
It  as  an  admission  that  an  apology  was  due.    Now 
tbe  minister  has  never  admitted  that  an  apology 
'Was  due,  at  anytime  whatever;  but  only  as  a  matter 
of  policy  lift  thinks,  perhaps,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
ibat  some  Utile  explanation  or  apology  was  not 
>iiade  at  the  time,  to  prevent  exasperation— not  to 
^lonc  for  the  oatrage,  but  to  quiet  the  popular  feel- 


ing in  America.  This  is  the  extent  of  the  minis- 
ter's kindness  in  furnishing  our  Administration 
with  something  to  show  to  the  people;  and  a  most 
unworthy  return  they  have  made  for  his  civility, 
by  garblmg  his  expressions,  omitting  his  qualifica- 
tions, changing  his  language,  and  altering  his 
meaning.* 

Even  if  the  minister  had  used  the  expressions 
attributed  to  him  by  the  Secretary,  it  -would  have 
amounted  to  nothing.  National  apologies  are  not 
made  in  that  style.  The  man  must  be  but  little 
versed  in  the  etiquette  of  nations,  and  in  the  rules 
of  international  intercourse,  not  to  know  that  the 
delivery,  of  an  apology  from  one  nation  to  another 
is  an  act  of  the  nighest  solemnity,  reduced  to  the 
utmost  precision,  unmixed  with  anything  else, 
and  evidenced  by  the  ihost  authentic  forms.t-  It  is 
an  informal  treaty.  The  terms  of  it,  and  the  ac- 
ceptance, are  agreed  upon  before.  The  delivery 
and  the  acceptance  are  made  with  the  formalities 
of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  a  treaty, 
and,  pro  tanto,  have  the  same  effect.  They  put  an 
end  forever  to  all  discussion  upon  the  subject 
which  has  given  rise  to  the  apology.  These 
apologies  are  of  rare  occurrence  among  nations. 
We  have  had  one  instance  of  this  species  of  repa- 
ration being  made  to,  our  Government,  (and  out 
one,  that  I  know  of,)  in  the  sixty  years  of  our  ex- 
istence; and  that  was  in  an  analogous  case  to  the 
outrage  at  Schlosser,  and  from  the  same  party;  it 
was  the  apology  of  the  British  Gbvernment  for  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake — an  attack  diflfering  i^ 
the  degree  of  the  outrage,  but  not  in  its  character, 
from  the  attack  on  the  Caroline.  For  this  out- 
rage the  Prince  Regent  of  Great  Britain  "ordered" 
an  apology  to  be  made  to  the  United  States,  and 
it  was  made  in  the  proper  and  formal  manner 
known  to  the  intercourse  of  nations.  His  minister 
at  Washington  (Mr.  Poster)  delivered  it  in  these 
words: 

•*In  pnrsuance  of  the  orders  which  1  have  receive<I  from  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Majesty,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  a  final 
adjustment  of  ihe  differences  which  have  arisen  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  tStates  in  the  afiair  of  the  Chesa* 
pealce  frigate,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you: 

*'  First:  /  am  authorised  to  repeal  to  the  American  Govern- 
mem  the  prompt  disavowal  made  bv  his  Majesty  on  being  ap* 
prized  of  the  unauihortzed  act  of  the  officer  in  c«temand  of 
his  naval  forces  on  the  coast  of  America,  whose  recall  from  a 
highly  important  and  honorable  command  '  immediately  en- 
sned,  as  a  mark  of  his  Muesty's  disapprobation. 

■*6BC0NDLr:  I  am  authortxed  to  offer,  in  addition  to  that 
disavowal  on  the  part  of  his  Royal  Highness,  the  immediate 
restoration,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit,  of  the  men  who, 
in  consequence  of  Admiral  Berkeley's  orders,  were  forcibly 
taken  out  of  the  Chesapeake,  to  the  vessel  from  which  they 
were  taken;  or,  if  that  ship  should  bono  longer  in  commiraion, 
to  such  seaport  (if  the  United  Slates  as  the  American  ^Govern- 
ment may  name  for  the  purpose. 

"Tbxrolt  :  /  am  also  atUhorixsd  to  offer  to  the  American 
Government  a  suitable  pecunlanr  compensation  for  the  suf* 
ferers  in  consequence  of  ihealtaclc  on  the  Chesapeake,  includ- 
ing the  families  of  those  seamen  who,  unfortunately,  fell  in  the 
actinn,  an  d  the  wounded  survivors. 

"  These  honorable  propositions,  I  can  aaaare  you,  sir,  are 
made  with  ttie  sincere  desire  that  they  may  prove  eatisfactorv 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  I  trust  they  will 
meet  with  that  amicable  reception  which  their  conclliaiorv  na* 
tnre  entitles  them  to.  I  need  scarcely  add  how  cordially  I  join 
with  you  in  the  wish  that  they  may  prove  introductory  to  the 
removal  of  all  differences  depending  between  our  two  coun- 
tries." 

This  was  an  apology  from  one  nation  to  another, 
made  in  the  name,  on  the  behalf,  and  by  the  or- 
der of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Great  Britain.  Nothing 
ambiguous,  qualified,  or  miscellaneous  about  it; 
nothing  equivocal,  or  conditional,  butdirectand  sin- 
gle, confined  to  its  object,  digested  into  articles, 
and  freely  given.  It  was  delivered  to  the  Ameri- 
can Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  first 
day  of 'November,  1811;  accepted  by  him  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  on  the  next  day;  and  being  so  given 
and  accepted,  it  put  an  end  to  the  complaints  on 
the  subject  or  the  Chesapeake.  Thougn  war  was 
declared  eight  months  afterwards,  this  subject  was 
not  one  of  its  causes,  and  was  not  mentioned  in 
the  message  and  reports  which  led  to  its  declara- 
tion. Afler  this— after  such  an  example  of  an 
apology  exacted  from  the  same  power,  and  in  an 
analogous  case — are  the  American  people  to  be 


*  The  London  papers  have  noticed,  with  severe  commenUries, 
this  sssuraption  or  our  Secretary  to  have  received  an  apology 
when  none  was  made,  and  in  vrhich  our  President  was  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  follow  him. 

{"When  some  inferior  persons  violated,  not  long  ago,  the 
territory  of  Savoy,  in  carrying  from  thence  a  nf-tcd  chief  of 
the  stnugelem,  iheKingof  Sardinia  oause<l  his  complaint  to  be 
carried  io'ihe  court  of  France;  and  Louis  XV»  did  not  think  it 
beneath  him  to  send  an  ambassador  extraordinary  to  Turin,  to 
give  satiafaciion  for  that  violence."—  VaUel,  b.  2,  ek,  18. 


bamboozled  with  the  story  of  an  apology  in  the 
letter  of  Lord  Ashburtoni 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Johnson  was  accustomed  to 
say  that  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  gullibility 
in  the  public  mind,  which  must  be  provided  for. 
It  would  seem  that  our  Secretary  negotiator  had 
possessed  himself  of  this  idea,  and  charged  him- 
self with  the  duties  under  it,  and  had  determined 
to  make  full  provision  for  all  the  gullibility  now 
exlpnt.  He  has  certainly  provided  quantum  suf- 
Kcit  of  humbogeery  in  this  treaty,  and  in  his  cor- 
respondence in  defence  of  it,  to  gorge  the  stomachs 
of  all  the  gulls  of  the  present  generation,  both  in 
Europe  and  America. 

No,  sir*  No  apology  is  made,  or  intended  to  be 
be  made,  for  this  outrage.  So  far  from  it,  the  Brit^ 
ish  Government  and  people*  are  lavishing  rewards 
upon  the  perpetrators.  McNab  is  knighted!  Drew, 
promoted!  the  wounded  are  pensioned;  all  are  hon- 
ored! In  th)E  very  moment,  while  humbling  our- 
selves in  a  correspondence,  disgracing  ourselves  in 
a  treaty,  ai^  truckling  in  an  act  of  Congress  to 
propitiate  Great  Britain,  and  to  satisfy  her  for  the 
arrest  of  McLeod, — in  this  very  instant,  the  ring- 
leaders in  the  cowardly  midnight  aggression  are 
complimented  for  it  in  the  capital  of  the  British 
empire,  and  in  the  face  of  all  Europe.  A  public 
dinner,  presided  at  by  a  Duke,  (the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond,) attended  by  a  long  list  ofpeers  of  the  realm, 
members  of  Parliament,  and  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  is  given  to  McNab  and  Drew.  Speeches 
and  toasts  are  lavished  upon  them,  as  upon  heroes 
who  have  won  immortal  honor.  The  sneaking, 
cowardly,  midnight  assassin  attack  by  a  detachment 
of  the  army  and  navy  of  Great  Britain  upon  a  de- 
fenceless steamboat,  tied  to  the  shore,  and  her  peo- 
ple all  asleep — ^and  this  to  the  cry  of  no  quarter — is 
placed  upon  a  level,  in  these  ^eeches  and  toasts, 
with  the  great  actions  which  nave  illustrated  the 
arms  of  Britain's  greatest  heroes.*    An   action 

*biNNER  TO  Sir  Allen  MoNiiB. 

\t  the  entertainment  given  by  the  British  Americim  Aasocia- 
tioD  to  Col.  Sir  A.  McNab,  at  the  Thatched  ho Uf'e  tavern,  St. 
James's  street,  on  Friday  evening,  July  15,  covo;v  were  laid  for 
nearly  100  gentlemen. 

The  l>ukeo(  Richmond,  who  filled  the  chair,  was  supported 
on  the  right  by  Sir  A.  McNab,  t*ir  F.  Burdett,  Bart.,  M.  P ,  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  G.  Murray,  Sir  D.  McDougall,  Sir  John  Osborn, 
Bart,  Sir  R.  Barclay.  Bart.,  Sir  J.  Duke,  SI.  P.,  Mr.  Master- 
man,  M.  P.;  and  on  tho  iefl  by  Lord  Aylmer,  the  Earl  of  Dun< 
more,  Lord  DunbovMe,  Sir  P.  Maitland,  Sir  W.Ogilvie,9art., 
Sir  Francis  B.  Head,  Bart.,  Sir  J.  Hay,  Bart .^  Sir  O.  Jackson, 
and  James  Hoi  ford.  Esq 

Sir  K.  Broun  officiated  as  vice  president. 

Among  the  other  distinguished  persons  present,  were  Lord 

Winterton.  Mr.  Malcomh,  Mr  SheHflT.  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Rob* 

vertstm,  Mr  Archibald,  Mr.  Tulloch,  Mi.  Urquhart,  Mr.  Ron, 

Drs.  Bell,  Ifilt,  Mortimer,  and  Chisholme,  Cap'ain  Randolph, 

R.  N.,  Captain  Mobrsom,  Capuin  Kerr,  Mr.  Bukerfieid,  Mr. 

J»odd,  M.  P.,  Mr.  O  Gore,  fi^  P.,  Mr.  B  >ldwin,  M.  P.,  Mr.  Og* 
en.  Attorney  General  for  EUtstern  Canada,  General  Alexander, 
Captain  D(ew,R.  N.,  Dr.  Rolph,  Mr.  'Waller,  Mr  H.  Hughes, 
dec. 

Letters  were  announced  fiom  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  the 
Marquis  of  Bute,  the  Earl  of  Gosford,  Lords  McDonald,  rrud* 
hoe,  and  Seaton.  Sir  6.  Cockbum,  Sir  H.  Douglas,  Sir  J.  Mae- 
donoell,  Sir  J.  Kempt,  and  Sir  A.  McLaine,  expressing  their 
regret  that  absence  fiom  town  on  previous  engagements  pre* 
vented  them  from  being  present 

The  dinner,  with  all  its  adjuncts,  displayed  great  taste  and 
magnificence. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Worthing  said  grace. 

Ader  the  cloth  had  been  removed. 

The  noble  chairman  gave  in  succession  the  usual  loyal  toasts: 
"Her  Majesty  ihe  Queen;"  'Thn Queen  Dowager;"«'His Royal 
Highness  Prince  Albert;"  and  "Albert,  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family;"  which  were  drunk  with  three 
times  three. 

Sir  G.  Murray  said  he  rose,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  to 
offer  his  best  acknowledgments  for  the  toast  which  had  been  just 

drunk. Healiu. 

ded  with  more  particular  satisfaction  to  that  kind  of  reward  upon 
the  present  occasion,  because  ho  had  the  happiness  to  see  near 
him,  on  the  right  band  of  the  chair,  an  honorable  and  gallant 
countryman  of  his,  [Sir  A.  McNab,]  who  had  earned  for  Uim> 
self  in  the  field  a  share  in  that  high  leward  which  they  Iwstowed 
upon  military  merit.  [Cheers.)  At  a  trying  and  critical  mo* 
ment  of  affairs  in  ono  of  the  most  important  members  of  the 
British  empire,  finding  himself  in  a  hignaud  distinguished  civil 
situation  as  Speaker  of  the  House  oi  Assembly,  to  which  he 
belonged,  of  itself  a  sufficient  mark  of  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  by  his  fellow-citizens,  he  relinquished  his  civil  ap- 
pointments the  moment  dsnger  spproached,  anti,  ruirtiing  into 
the  field,  achieved  one  of  tliose  glorious  ex|)loits  which  they  alt 
so  well  remembered,  and  which  was  of  such  especial  value  at 

the  moment  when  it  occurred.    [Loud  cheers.] 

•  ••••••• 

Captain  Drew  9h\6,  he  felt  it  the  highest  complimenl  that 
could  be  paid  to  him,  to  be  thought  worthy  on  suchan  occasion 
to  return  tiiankson  behalf  of  the  navy.    fChcers.) 

The  noble  chairman  nextroeeto  propose  the  health  of  thai 
gallant  and  d'siinguished  individual  who  sat  on  his  right  band.  • 
ile  felt  that  they  owed  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  which  It  was 
not  easy  for  this  country  to  repay.  [Cheers.]  In  times  of  no 
ordinary  difficulty  and  danger,  became  forward  with  all  the  in> 
fluence  of  his  personal  character— an  mfluence  which  could  not 
hava  been  gained,  if  his  neighttore  had  not  well  known  that  he 
eminently  deserved  it— -became  forward,  reelsted  and  over* 


26 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


27x11  Goiro****3D  Ss88« 


The  British  Treaty — Mr  Benton, 


August  1842. 


Senate. 


"wbich,  if  lawfully  performed  in  open  war/are  up- 
on armed  enemies,  instead  ol  being  piraiically  per- 
petrated in  profound  peace  upon  sleeping  victims; 
an  action  which,  as  a  military  exploit,  would  have 
disgraced  the  military  history  of  the  sovereign  Ab- 
bess of  Gluedlinbuig,  (whose  contingent  to  the 
armies  of  the  German  empire  was  one  dragoon 
and  three  foot  soldiers;)  this  action  is  made  the 
theme  of  every  praise,  and  the  subject  of  every 
honor.  And  why  1  For  the  sake  of  the  ac- 
tion itself  1  No.  The  British  are  not  so  poor  in 
military  exploits  as  to  seek  renown  in  such  a  cow- 
ardly piece  of  assassination  I  Why,  then,  do  they 
honor,  reward,  and  celebrate  if?  Because  it  was  a 
lesson  to  the  people  and  to  the  Govern ment  of  the 
United  Stal«^  Because  it  was  a  declaration  to  this 
Republican  G^^rnment,  that  if  it  was  either  not 
able  or  not  williW  to  restrain  its  own  citiz^cis  from 
going  into  Canada,  the  Canadians  would  restrain 
them !  that  they  would  cross  the  line  and  chastise 
them  I  and  if  the  United  States  said  a  word  to  the 
Canadians,  Great  Britain  would  chastise  ihe  United 
Slates!  This  is  the  reason.  It  is  because  McNab 
and  his  crew,  in  attacking  the  Caroline,  attacked 
the  United  States — smote  its  flag— struck  its  Gov- 
ernment— struck  the  whole  Union — and  emphati- 
cally said  to  us,  they  would  chastise  our  citizens  for 

threw  Lhe  unfortimaie  outbreak  which  look  place  in  Canada. 
[Cheers.]  He  called  it  ontbreak,  because  he  thought  (hey  would 
agree  with  him,  that,  in  meeting  upon  such  an  (iccasion  aa  the 
preaeiit,  to  Jo  honor  to  Sir  All'  n  McNab,  they  ouglu  net  to  eay 
anything  in  that  room,  which  could  arouse  any  feeling  of  hos- 
Uliiy  on  the  part  of  any  individual.  [Cheers.] 
*  *  *  *  Having  for  the  last  three  days 

been  engaged  in  attending  and  speaking  at  very  large  meetings, 
he  realty  felt  himself  little  competent  satisfactorily  to  discharge 
the  liutiea  of  the  office  he  had  undertaken;  but  he  fell  the  utmost 
aatiafaction  in  propoi«ing  the  health  of  their  distinguished  guest, 
and  he  hoped,  when  he  returned  to  Canada,  he  would  assure  the 
loval  inhabitants  there  that  Englishmen  looked  upon  them  as 
feUow-subjecta,  fellow-countrymen,  and  brothers,  whose  para- 
mount duty  it  was  to  cultivate  warm  feeling >>  ol  good  will  to- 
wards each  other,  [cheers;]  that  Englishmen  leit  they  were  one 
andali  in  the  same  boat;  and,  whatever  enemy  mi^ht  ariae  to 
threaten  or  to  assail  them,  Englishmen  would  maintain  their 
cauew.  Englishmen  would  piuiectand  defend  them,  Engl ishmen 
would  compliment  and  reward  those  who  did  their  Canadian 
brethren  service;  for  m  so  doing,  they  supported  the  flag  of  Eng- 
land,  under  which  Nelson  triumphed,  and  Wellington  conquer- 
ed.    [Loud  cheers.  ] 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  three  times  three,  and  one  cheer 
more. 

Sir  A.  McNab,  In  rising  to  respond  to  the  toast,  was  received 
with  loud  and  reiterated  cheering,  'i  he  gallant  officer  spokcpos 
follows:  My  Lord  Duke  and  gentlemen,  the  flatieiing  manner 
in  which  you  have  proposed  my  health,  and  the  enthusiaK-ni 
wit')  which  it  has  been  received  by  so  distinguished  a  company 
as  the  present,  demand  my  warmest  gratitude.  1  hope,  iiow- 
ever,  no  non  will  believe  that  I  am  vain  enough  to  suppose 
that  any  services  which  1  may  have  rendered  eidier  to  the  colo- 
ny from  which  1  came,  or  the  empire  of  which  it  forms  a  part, 
could  possibly  entitle  me  to  this  highly  flattering  mark  of  your 
regard.  I  therefore  merely  consiifer  myself  on  the  pr«e»-ni  oc- 
casion, as  the  fortunate  inoividual  in  whose  person  a  well-mer- 
ited compliment  is  intended  to  be  paid  to  the  loyalty  and  devo< 
tioD  of  the  people  of  Canada.    [Cheers.]  *  '  * 

*  •  I  have  now  the  gratification  of  publicly 

declaring  in  England,  that  no  service  could  have  been  more  dif- 
ficult, more  dangerous,  or  more  ffallantly  performed,  than  the 
desti uctioo  of  a  vessel  employed  to  succor  and  sustain  those 
who  were  in  arms  against  her  Majesty;  and  I  well  know  that  I 
axpreos  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Canada,  when  I  state 
that  they  look  forward  with  intenae  anxiety  to  see  the  loyalty 
and  gallantry  of  Captain  Drew  generously  rewarded.  [Loud 
cheers.]  They  feel  that  he,  in  an  hour  of  grave  emergency, 
rend'-red  them  a  great  and  important  service,  which,  as  loyal 
and  honeatmeo,  they  never  can  forget,  or  too  highly  appreciate. 
(Cheers]  *  *  '  •  •  *        I  beg 

ag^in  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  honor  you  have  done 
me,  and  beg  to  drink  all  your  good  healths.    [Loud  cheer<9.] 

Sir  D.  McDougall  pronosed  ^'ihe  health  of  the  militia  and 
)(iyal  volunteers  of  Canada,"  avowing  itaahis  opinion,  that  the 
militia  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  North  American  piovinces 
>ivouId,  under  a  pioper  organization,  be  fully  sufUcient  lo  de- 
fend themselves  against  any  enemies  that  might  threaten  them. 
In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  triumphantly  appealed  to  ihe  ex- 
ploits performed  with  his  volunteers,  by  their  distinguished 
guest,  Sir  Allen  McNab. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  great  cordiality. 

Mr.  Urquhart  then  proposed  "the  health  of  Captain  Drew, 
who  signalized  himself  so  much  in  the  affair  of  the  Caroline." 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  before  the  U)at<t  was  drunk,  also 
took  the  opportunity  of  pronouncing  a  lii^h  eulogium  on  the 
gallantry  and  prowess  of  that  distinguished  officer. 

Captain  Drew,  who  was  most  enthusiaatically  cheered,  in 
brief  and  extremely  modest  terms,  acknowledged  the  compli- 
ment. He  expressed  his  great  obligations  for  the  kind  and  par- 
tial mannef  in  which  Sir  A.  McNab  had  spoken  of  him;  and^  al- 
though tbespeech  of  his  distinguished  friend  might  lead  them 
t9  suppose  that,  aa  yet,  he  had  received  no  reward  for  his  ser- 
vices, ne  begged  to  assure  them  that  he  had  confeired  upon 
bitn  a  very  great  reward,  in  the  approbation  of  so  distinguished 
a  company  as  the  presentr— aa  high  a  compliment  as  he  could 
be  paid  for  all  he  was  enabled  to  perform.  [Cheers.]  But,  if 
that  was  not  enough,  he  might  say  hia  services  had  also  been 
appreciated  and  acknowledged  by  hia  moat  gracious  soverei an. 
lie  could  not  conceive  a  higher  oompliment.  Thia  gratified 
his  ambition,  and  left  him  nothing  to  complain  of.  [Cheers  ] 
If  on  any  future  occasion  his  services  should  be  required*  the 
approbaiionof  sQcha  company  as  the  present  would  ereatly 
stimulate  him  to  still  greater  exertions  in  defence  of  her  Majesty 
and  her  domii^na.    [Loud  cheers.] 


US,  and  Great  Britain  would  back  them  in  doing  it! 
It  is  for  this  lesson,  read  in  blood  and  flames  to  our 
Government  and  people,  that  the  assailants  of  the 
Caroline  are  honored.  And  blind  is  the  American, 
and  dead  to  his  country's  honor,  who  does  npt  see 
this  outrage  in  this  atrocious  light. 

The  fact  of  this  supposed  apology  being  disposed 
of,  I  turn  to  the  doctrines  which  accompanied  it, 
and  which  I  find  most  abundantly  strange.  The 
Secretary  adduces,  and  the  President  adopts  iL  as  a 
further  reason  for  dropping  the  affair  of  the  Caro- 
line, that  the  outrage  was  not  recent— that  it  occur- 
red four  or  five  years  ago.  This  seems  to  be  a  new 
application  of  the  principle  of  statutes  of  limitation, 
with  short  time  for  it  to  take  effect.  Tempus  non 
currit  has  heretofore  been  the  maxim  among  na- 
tions; and,  in  the  case  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  was 
rigorously  enforced  against  Great  Britain.  The  at- 
tack on  that  vessel  was  made  on  the  22d  day  of  June. 
1806:  the  apology  for  it  was  made  on  the  1st  day  of 
November,  1811.  Nearly  five  years  and  a  half  had 
elapsed;  but  itnipus  currit^  in  the  case  of  national 
outrages,  was  not  then  the  maxim  of  our  Govern- 
ment. Five  years  and  a  half  was  no  bar  at  that 
time.  Only  three  years  and  a  half  have  elapsed  in 
the  case  of  the  Caroline;  and  the  outrage  is  barred 
by  time ! 

Again:  the  Secretary  adduces,  and  the  President 
repeats  it,  as  a  further  reason  for  dropping  the  com- 

Elaint,  that  the  aggression  happened  in  the  time  of 
is  predecessor.  This  is  true:  but  is  it  a  reason 
for  not  redressing  the  wrong?  In  the  code  of  legit- 
imacy in  Europe,  nd  notice  is  taken  by  the  true 
King,  when  restored  to  the  throne,  of  the  aggres- 
sions upon  the  nation  while  the  usurpers  reigned — 
such  as  Napoleon  in  France,  Murat  in  Naples,  Jo- 
seph Bonaparte  in  Spain,  and  Louis  in  Holland. 
Does  modern  Federalism  apply  the  same  principle 
in  the  United  States!  It  would  see  n  so,  from  tnis 
adduction  as  a  rea.son  for  giving  up  the  complaint— 
that  the  outrage  happened  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Van 
Bnren!  It  did  so:  out  by  what  fatality  mention 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration  in  connexion  with 
this  affair,  at  the  risk  of  reviving  the  recollection 
of  Mr.  Forsyth's  noble  letter  to  Mr.  Fox,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1840,  and  contrasting  it  with  the  craven  epistle 
of  his  successor  to  the  same  minister  in  March, 
18411  Certainly,  this  is  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  our  country  that  a  change  of  administration  was 
supposed  to  make  a  change  in  the  rights  of  the 
country  and  the  duties  of  the  Government.  It  was 
not  so  formerly,  when  the  apology  for  the  outrage 
committed  on  the  Chesapeake  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
time  was  redressed  in  Mr.  Madison's.  But,  change ! 
change !  change !  was  the  signal-cry  at  the  election; 
and,  God  knows,  we  have  got  it — change  enough — 
change  in  everything,  even  in  the  code  of  public 
honor,  and  in  the  catalogue  of  national  duties. 

The  jtis  belli  doctrine  is  another,  and  the  funda- 
mental error  of  our  Secretary  and  the  President. 
War  has  its  laws  and  its  rights;  but  they  belong  to 
a  state  of  war,  and  cannot  be  invoked  in  time  of 
peace.  When  Admiral  Cockburn,  during  the  late 
war,  sailed  up  and  down  the  Chesapeake,  burning 
cabins  and  pillaging  hen-roosts,— these  acts,  though 
very  unbecoming  civilized  warfare,  were  still  acts 
done  jure  belli;  thai  is  to  say,  in  right  of  war.  They 
were  shielded  by  the  laws  of  war;  and  the  Virgin- 
ia and  Maryland  courts  could  not  have  punished 
the  marauders  as  offenders  against  their  laws^  with- 
out contravening  the  law  of  nations,  and  subjecting 
us  lo  reprisals.  But  let  a  British  admiral  try  this 
conduct  in  time  of  peace,  and  he  will  soon  see  that 
the  sovereign's  assumption  of  his  off*ence,  and  the 
invocation  of  lhe  jus  belli^  would  be  in  vain  pleaded 
when  the  courts  got  hold  of  him.  So  of^this  at- 
tack on  the  Caroline:  if\var  had  existed  betweea 
the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  the  laws  o? 
war  would  have  shielded  it:  there  being  no  war, 
the  jus  belli  is  in  vain  appealed  to.  The  assump- 
tion of  the  act  by  the  Sovereign,  has  no  other  effect 
than  to  add  another  to  the  list  of  offenders;  leaving 
the  offended  party  to  pursue  either,  or  both,  as  it 
pleases.*.  The  nation  is  very  silly  that,  having  an 
ordinary  culprit  in  its  hands,  which  it  can  punish 

''-However,  as  i(  is  impossible  for  the  best  regulated  State,  or 
for  the  most  vigilant  and  absolute  ?overtien,  to  moiU'.athis 
plKOfiure  all  ihe  anions  of  his  subjecis.  und  to  confine  thetn  on 
evciy  uccasiuD  (o  tlie  most  exact  obedience,  it  would  be  unjust 
to  impuic  to  the  nation  or  the  Sovereign  every  fault  coromiiiecl 
by  the  cii  zcns.  We  ought  not,  then,  to  say,  in  general,  that 
we  have  recrtveH  an  injury  from  a  nation,  because  we  have 
reci^ivpd  it  from  one  of  its  members. 

"But  if  a  nation  or  iui  chief  approves  and  ratifiea  the  act  of 
the  individual,  it  then  Incomes  a  public  concern,  and  the  in- 
jured party  ia  ihea  to  conaidsr  the  nation  as  the  real  aathor  of 


by  due  course  of  law,  turns  him  loose,  for  the  pu. 
pose  of  laying  hold  of  his  Sovereign.    Thismigbt 
do  very  well  with  the  warlike  Romans,  who  warned 
pretexts  for  seizing  dominions;  but  it  will  not  do  for 
us,an  agricultural  and  commercial  people,  who  warn 
peace  and  trade.     To  admit  it,  would  be  to  give 
immunity  to  all  foreif  ners  violating  the  laws  of  the 
States,  whom  their  Sovereigns  should  choose  to 
shield.    The  admission  of  the  present  Administra* 
tion,  that  the  attack  on  the  Caroline  could  be  jiisti< 
fied  under  the  laws  of  war,  was  just  as  &lse  in 
point  of  law,  as  was  a  state  of  war  false  in  point  of 
fact,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  BriiaiB 
at  the  time.  And  the  pretext  of  ^ving  up  McLeod, 
for  the  sake  of  getting  at  his  Sovereign,  -vas,  as 
everybody  knew  at  the  time,  a  pnsillanimoas  in* 
vention  to  get  rid  of  the  whole  affair.    And  here, 
let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that,  for  the  puijpose  of  en« 
abling  Great  Britain  to  shelter  hersell  under  the 
laws  of  war,  our  Secretary  make^  two  admissions, 
neither  of  which  has  the  least  foundation  in  point 
of  fact.    First,  he  aasumes  that  there  was  a  state  of 
war  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  which  was  not  the  fact.     Next,  he  as- 
sumes that  McLeod  was  in  the  military  service  of 
Great  Britain,  subject  to  military  orders  and,  hav- 
ing received  orders  to  go  upon  this  expedition,  he 
was  bound  to  go,  or  be  shot  for  mutiny.   ISow,  all 
this  is  sheer  invention.      McLeod  was  not  in  the 
military  service,  subject  to  orders;  he  was  in  civil 
life.    He  was  not  ordered  to  go  upon  this  expedi- 
tion; he  volunteered.    He  was  not  obeying,  but  an- 
ticipating his  Government;  and  that,  witbomits 
knowledge.    The  Schlosser  outrage  was  not  knovn 
in  England  until  after  it  livas  perpetrated;  nor  Mc- 
Leod's  offence  assumed,  until  afler  he  was  caoght; 
and  then  merely  as  a  naeans  of  extricating  him 
from  danger.     Thus  oar  Secretary  perverts  the 
facts,  in  order  to  adapt  them  to  his  ml«tqooted  lav, 
.     To  make  a  false  admission  of  the  law  of  nations 
— to  accept  apologies  where  none  were  oflfered- 
to  pervert  the  facts  of  the  case — to  send  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  a  mwor  general  of  the  annj,  to 
protect  and  defend  McLeod— and  to  give  a  receipt 
in  full  for  the  outrage  on  the  Caroline,  withonl 
receiving  a  particle  of  atonement  for  it;— to  do  all 
this,  would  seem  to  have  been  enough.  But  it 
appears  that  our  Secretary  negotiator  did  not  think 
so;  and  that  he  could  not  permit  Lord  Ashburton 
to  return  lo  Loudon,  without  carrying  home  with 
him  further  propitiation  in  a  renewed  apologj  foe 
the  delay  in  getting  McLeod  released,  and  in  an 
act  of  Congress  to  prevent  such  delays  in  fotnre. 
This  renewed  apology,  and  this  act,  were  to  be  the 
last  and  highest  evidences  of  his  Lordship's  com- 
plete success  in  humbling  the  United  States  at  the 
footstool  of  the  British  Glueen;  and,  that  nothing 
should  be  wanting  to  our  degradation,  and  to  his 
Lordship's  triumph  on  his  return,  the  Secretory 
hasienea  to  deliver  him  the  one,  and  to  procure  him 
the  other,     (n  the  concluding  paragraph,  in  his 
same  note  of  the  6th  of  August,  he  voluntceis  re- 
newed assurances  upon  these  two  points: 

•'It  was  a  subject  of  regrtt  that  the  release  of  Nclisod  wu  «> 
long  delayed.  A  State  court— and  that  not  of  the  liigheitjwn- 
diciion— decided  that,  on  summary  appJicarlon,  embartaiMM," 
it  wouUi  appear,  by  technical  difficuhiea,  be  could  dm  be  »• 
leased  by  that  court.  His  discbarge,  shonly  alterwanj,  byt 
jury,  m  whom  he  preferred  I o  submit  his  case,  readerw bum 
cesrary  the  further  pn^secutioiv  of  the  legal  questioe.  It  mw 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  whose  attention  has  been 
eatled  to  the  subject,  to  say  what  further  provision  ought  tobs 
made,  to  expedite  proceedings  in  such  caaea." 

McLeod  has  been  released  for  a  year  past,  ffis 
arrest  continued  but  for  a  few  months,  with  little 
personal  inconvenience  to  himself;  with  no  danger 
to  his  life,  if  innocent;  and  with  the  graiificaiioij 
of  a  notoriety  flattering  to  his  pride,  and  beneficial 
to  his  interest.  He  is  probably  highly  delighted 
with  the  honors  of  the  occurrence,  and  no  way  in* 
jured  by  his  brief  and  comfortable  imprisonment. 
Yet  the  sorrow  of  our  Secretary  continues  to  flow. 
At  the  end  of  a  year,  he  is  still  in  mourning,  and 
renews  the  expression  of  his  regret  for  the  poor 
man's  detention,  and  gives  assurances  against  socj 
delays  in  future;— this  in  the  same  letter  inwhict 
he  closes  the  door  upon  the  fate  of  his  own  coon- 
try  men  burnt  and  murdered  in  the  Cflroline,  81k1 
promises  never  to  disturb  the  British  Government 
about  them. again.    McLeod  and  all  Canadians 

the  injury,  of  which  the  cili»en  wai',  perbapf'  ^^J  ^  '"*"" 
"If  the  oflfended  Btatehas  In  h«r  power  rtie  individual  who 
has  done  the  injury,  she  may.  without  scruple,  brmg  bwnw 
justice,  and  punUh  him.  If  he  bas  escaped,  andretHrned  w 
hia  own  country,  ahe  ouaht  to  apply  to  htaeoTereiga  folitT* 
Justice  dona  in  ibt  caae."—  VattePtLaio  ofNatwM. 


August,  1841. 
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are  eacoa raged  to  repeal  their  nwst  xrious  facts 
upon  w,  by  the  perfect  immunity  which  both  them- 
selves   and  their   Qovernment  have  experienced. 
And  to  expedite  their  release,  if  hereafler  arrested 
for  sueh  jacU^  they  are  informed  that  Congress  had 
been  "caUed'^  upon  to  pass  the  appropriate  law — 
and  passed  it  was  I    The  habeas  corpus  act  against 
the  States,  which  had  slept  for  many  months  in  the 
Senate,  and  seemed  to  have  sunk  under  the  public 
execration, — this  bill  was  "  called"  up,  and  passed 
cotemporaneously  with  the  date  of  this  letter.   And 
thus  the  special  raiuister   was   enabled  to  carry 
home  with  him  an  act  of  Congress  to  lay  at  the 
footstool  of  his  Clueen,  and  to  show  that  the  meas- 
ure of  atonement  to  McLeod  was  complete:  that 
the  executive,  the  military,  the  legislative,  and 
the  judicial  departments  had  all  been  put  in  requi- 
sition, and  faitnfuUy  exerted  themselves  to  protect 
her  Majesty's  subject,  from  being  harmed  for  a  past 
invasion,  conflagration,  and  murder;  and  to  secure 
them  from  being  called  to  account  by  the  State 
courts  for  such  trifles  in  future. 

And  so  ends  the  case  of  the  Caroline  and  Mc- 
Leod.   The  humiliation  of  this  conclusion,  and 
the  contempt  and  future  danger  which  it  brings 
upon  the  Country,  demand  a  pause,  and  a  moment's 
reflection  upon  tne  catastrophe  of  this  episode  in 
the  negotiation.    The  whole  negotiation  has  been 
one  of  shame  and  injury;  but  this  catastrophe  of 
the  McLeod  and  Caroline  afiair  puts  the  finishing 
hand  to  our  disgrace.    I  do  not  speak  of  the  in- 
dividuals who  have  done  this  work,  but  of  the  na- 
tional honor  which  has  been  tarnished  in  their 
hands.    Up  to  the  end  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  admin- 
istration, all  was  safe  for  the  honor  of  the  country. 
Redress  for  the  outrage  at  Schlosser  had  been  de- 
manded; interference  to  release  McLeod  had  been 
refused;  the  false  application  of  the  laws  of  war 
to  a  state  oi  peace  had  been  scouted.    On  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1841,  the  national  honor  was  safe; 
but  on  that  day  its  degradation  commenced.  Timing 
their  moVeinents  with  a  calculated  precision,  the 
British     Government   transmitted  tneir  assump- 
tion of  the  Schlosser  outrage,  their  formal  demand 
for  the  release  of  McLeod,  and  their  threat  in  the 
event   of  refusal,  so   as   to  arrive  here   on  the 
evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  new  administra- 
tion received  the  reins   of  Government.     Their 
assumption,  demand,  and  threat,  arrived  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  evening  of  the  4tn  day  of  March,  a 
few  hours  aAer  the  Inauguration  oi  the  new  pow- 
ers was  over.  ~It  seemed  as  if  the  British  haa  said 
to  themselves:  This  is  the  time — our  friends  are  in 
power — we  helped  to  elect  them — now  is  the  lime 
to  begin.    And  begin  they  did.    On  the  8th  day  of 
March,  Mr.  Fox  delivered  to  Mr.   Webster  the 
formal  notification  of  the  assumption,  made  the  de- 
mand, and  delivered  the  threat.     Then  the  dis- 
graceful scene  began.    They  reverse  the  decision 
of  Mr.  Van  Buien's  administration,  and  determine 
to  interfere  in  behalf  of  McLeod,  and  to  extricate 
him  by  all  means  from  the  New  York  courts.    To 
mask  the  ignominy  of  this  interference,  they  pre- 
tend it  is  to  get  at  a  nobler  antagonist;  and  that 
they  are  going  t(T  act  the  Romans,  in  sparing  the 
humble  and  subduing  the  proud.*   It  is  with  Glueen 
Victoria  with  whom  they  will  deal!    McLeod  is 
too  humble  same  for  them.    McLeod  released,  the 
next  thing  is  to  get  out  of  the  scrape  with  the 
dueen;  and  for  that  purpose  they  invent  a  false 
reading  of  the  law    of  nations,   and   apply  the 
laws  of  war  to   a  state  of  peace.    The  tus  belli^ 
and  not   the  jus  geniium^  then  becomes  their   re- 
sort.    And  here  ends   their   grand   imitation  of 
the  Roman  character.    To  assume  the  laws  ol 
war  in    time    of  peace,   in   order   to   cover   a 
craven  retreat,  is  the  nearest   approach    which 
they  make   to  war.     Then  the  special   minister 
comes.      They   accept    from   him   private    and 
verbal  explanations,  in   full  satisfaction  to  them- 
selves of  all  the  outrage  at  Schlosser:  bat  beg  the 
minister  to  write  them  a  little  apology,  which  they 
can  show  to  the  people.    The  minister  refuses;  and 
thereupon  they  assume  that  they  have  received  it, 
and  proclaim  the  apology  to  the  world.    To  fin- 
nish  this  scene,  to  complete  the  propitiation  of  the 
Clueen,  and  to  send  her  minister  home  with  legal 
and  parchment  evidence  in  his  hand  of  our  humil- 
iation, the  expression  of  regret  for  the  arrest  and 
detention  of  McLeod  is  oflicionslv  and  gratuitously 
renewed;  the  praspect  of  a  like  detention  of  any  ol 
her  Majesty's  subjects  in  future  is  pathetically  de- 
plored; and,  to  expedite  Ihfeir  delivery  from  State 
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courts  when  they  again  invade  our  soil,  murder  our 
citizens,  and  burn  our  vessels,  the  minister  is  in- 
formed that  Congress  has  been  ^^called"  upon  to 
pass  a  law  to  protect  them 'from  these  courts.  And 
nere  "a  most  seriotLS-fact"  presents  itself.  Congress 
has  actually  obeyed  the  *'caU" — passed  the  act — 
secured  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  future — and  given 
the  legal  parchment  evidence  of  his  success  to  her 
^minister  before  he  departs  for  his  home.  The 
'infamous  act — the  habeas  corpus  against  the  States 
—squeamishly  called  the  "remedial  justice  act" — is 
now  on  the  statute-book;  the  original  polluting  our 
code  of  law,  the  copy  lying  at  the  footstool  of  the 
British  Glueen.  And  this  is  the  point  we  have 
reached.  In  the  short  space  of  a  year  and  a  half, 
the  national  character  has  been  run  down,  from  the 
pinnacle  of  honor  to  the  abyss  of  disgrace.  I  limit 
myself  now  to  the  afiair  of  McLeod  and  the  Caro- 
line alone;  and  say  that,  in  this  business,  exclusive 
of  other  disgraces,  the  national  character  has  been 
brought  to  the  lowest  point  of  contempt.  It  required 
the  Waipole  administration  fiveand-twenty  long 
years  of  cowardlv  submission  to  France  and  Spain 
to  complete  the  aegra&ation  of  Great  Britain:  our 
present  rulers  have  completed  the  same  work  for 
their  own  country  in  the  short  space  of  eighteen 
months.  And  this  is  the  state  of  our  America! 
that  America  which  Jackson  and  Van  Buren  left 
so  proud !  that  America  which,  with  three  millions 
of  people,  fought  and  worsted  the  British  empire — 
with  seven  millions  fought  it,  and  worsted  it  again 
— and  now,  with  eighteen  millions,  truckles  to  the 
British  Glueen,  and  invents  all  sorts  of  propitiatory 
apologies  for  her,  when  the  most  ample  atonement 
is  due  to  itself.  Are  wp  the  people  of  the  Revolu- 
tionl— of  the  war  of  18121— of  the  year  1834?  when 
Jackson  electrified  Europe  by  threatening  the  King 
of  France  with  reprisals  \ 

McLeod  is  given  up,  because  he  is  too  weak;  the 
Glueen  is  excused,  because  she  is  too  strong;  pro- 
pitiation is  lavished  where^  atonement  is  due;  an 
apology  accepted  where  none  was  ofiered;  the 
statute  of  limitations  pleaded  against  an  insult,  by 
the  party  which  received  it!  And  the  miserable 
performers  in  all  this  drama  of  national  degrada- 
tion expect  to  be  applauded  for  magnanimity,  when 
the  laws  of  honor  and  the  code  of  nations  stamp 
their  condnct  with  the  brand  of  cowardice.* 

It  is  a  noble  maxim  of  the  English  law,  that  every 
Englishman's  house  is  his  castle — inaccessible  to 
every  intruder  but  the  law !  "Not  that  it  was  sur- 
rounded with  walls  and  battlements;  it  might  be  a 
straw-built  shed.  The  winds  of  heaven  might 
whistle  through  it;  all  the  elements  of  heaven  might 
enter  it;  but  tne  King  could  not— the  King  dare 
not— enter  it."  So  said  the  great  Lord  Chatham 
of  the  Englishman  and  his  house.  Not  so  with  us, 
in  this  fallen  state  of  our  country.  We  have  no 
king  here,  it  is  true,  to  break  into  our  house.s;  but 
we  nave  a  Glueen  of  England  to  send  her  Canadian 
subjects  here  to  doit — to  send  them  hereto  attack, 
kill,  burn,  and  capture !  and  then  to  return  to  their 
royal  mistress,  to  receive  the  rewards  which  are  due 
to  the  chastisers  of  her  Majesty's  bad  neighbors. 

I  have  now  finished  what  I  had  to  say  against 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty;  and,  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion  of  so  grave  a  subject,  and  one  to  which 
I.  have  made  so  much  opposition,  I  deem  it  due  to 
the  occasion  to  declare  my  future  course  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  I  take  it  for  certain  that  the  treaty  will 
be  ratified— reluctantly  and  unwillingly  ratified. 
In  that  event,  I  shall  abide  by  it  in  all  its  provisions 
which  come  within  the  pale  of  the  treaty-making 
power— oppose  it  in  all  that  lies  beyond  that  pale. 
The  national  boundacjes  come  within  the  pale;  and 
they  must  remain  as  they  are  established,  bad  as 
they  are.     The   money  payments  to  Maine  and 

'Every  indWldualia  permitted  to  recede  A-om  hit  rlghta,to 
abandon  a  juat  aubject  of  complaint,  or  to  forget  an  Injury. 
Bui  the  conductor  of  a  nation  u  not  aa  free,  in  this  respect,  as  a 
pvivate  pcraon.  The  latter  may  hear  only  the  voice  of  generoa 
iiy,  and,  in  an  afTAir  which  interests  none  but  himself  alonsf  de- 
liver himaelf  up  tA  the  pieaaurehe  finds  in  doing  good,  to  hia 
love  of  peace  and  tranquility.  The  representative  uf  a  nation 
a  sovereign— cannot  consult  himaelf;  cannot  abandofi  him- 
self to  his  own  inclination.  The  rights  of  the  nation  are  benefits 
of  the  aatlon— are  benefits  of  which  the  sovereign  is  only  ad- 
ministi^tor,  and  he  ought  to  dispose  of  them  no  lurther  than  as 
he  has  reason  to  believe  the  nation  itself  would  dispose  of  them. 
-  *  *  Seldom  is  it  safe  for  a  nation  to  cUssemble  or  pardon 
an  Injury,  ualeas  it  he  manifestly  in  a  aituation  tp<rush  those 
who  are  so  lash  as  to  dare  to  olTend  it.  It  is  then  rlorious  to 
pardon  those  who  acknowUOge  their  faulie.  Porcere  •ubjeelis 
tt  debeilare  tuptrbas:  and  it  may  do  this  with  safety.  But, 
between  hoopotoerM  that  are  nearlff  e^al^  n{ferir,g  an  in- 
jury, teilhout  requiring  complete  aatxtfmction,  ia  atmcat  al- 
irays  imputed  to  wbakmbm  or  cowabdicb:  t(  is  the  means  of 
Boon  receiving  from  them  these  that  arcnutst  atrooious. 

[  VattePs  Law  sf  Nations. 


Massachusetts  are  domestic  and  legislative  ques- 
tions; and,  as  claims  addressed  to  Congress,  I  shall 
consider  them,  and  do  what  I  believe  to  be  right. 
As  treaty  stipulations,  I  shall  resist  these  payments; 
for  I  cannot  admit  the  policy  or  the  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  interfere  between  the  Union  and  its  mem- 
bers, and  to  acquire  the  character  of  mediator, 
protector,  guarantee  or  remonstrant  between  them. 
The  fugitive  offenders  article  I  consider  inopera- 
tive without  the  aid  of  an  act  of  Congress;  and 
that  aid  I  shall  be  unwilling  to  give,  because  I 
consider  the  stipulations  of  the  article  as  dangerous 
to  foreigners  who  may  come  to  our  country,  and 
useless  to  us,  in  the  two  eminent  cases  in  which 
the  surrender  of  fugitive  criminals  would  be  most 
wanting — the  cases  of  slaves  and  counterfeiters. 
The  alliance  articles,  both  naval  and  diplomatic, 
I  hold  to  be  beyond  the  pale  both  of  the  treaty, 
making  and  legislative  power,  and  eminently  dan- 
gerous and  unwise;  and  shall  oppose  them  in  all 
the  forms  in  which  the  question  or  their  execution 
shall  come  before  me.  I  shall  defeat  the  appro- 
priations for  thi^  African  squadron,  and  for  the 
pay  and  outfit  of  these  remonstrating  ambassadors, 
if  I  can;  and  if  Qreat  Britain  complains,  and  de- 
mands the  execution  of  the  treaty  in  these  particu- 
lars, I  shall  consider  it  a  demand  for  the  tribute — 
the  tribute  in' men,  money  and  ships — which  we 
are  to  pay  her  for  five  years'  exemption  from 
,  British  search,  and  for  so  many  years'  reprieve 
from  intended  suhjagation  to  the  quintuple  alii* 
ance. 
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BRITISH  TREATY. 
[secret  session.] 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  WOODBURY, 

OF  NEW  UAMP3H1RE. 
In  Senate^  August,    1842 — On  several  points  ari- 
sing in  the  discussion  of  the  treaty  with  England. 

After  Mr.  Rives  had  closed  his  opening  speech — 
Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose now,  if  at  all,  to  enter  into  an  examination  of 
the  whole  of  the  various  topics  which  had  been  al- 
luded to.    Many  of  them — such  as  the  case  of  the 
Caroline  and  the  Creole,  the  right  of  search,  and 
the  question  of  impressment — were  matters  not  even 
named  in  the  ti^aty,  and,  of  course,  seemed  irrel- 
evant now.    But  the  great  question  of  the  North- 
-eastern boundary  was  the  essential  part  of  the  in- 
-  strument;  and  as  au  attempt  appeared  to  have  been 

(made,  through  the  chairman,  to  cast  a  doiA)t  over 
our  former  claims  on  Ihak  frontier,  in  consequence 
of  the  discovery  of  some  new  maps,  Mr.  W.  felt 
bound  at  once  to  repel  it.  Whether  he  j  hould  vote 
to  ratify  this  part  of  the  treaty,  or  not— according 
as  full  co'hsideration  might  in  the  end  seem  to  re- 
.  quire — this  much  is  certain:  that  he  never  should  ap- 
/  prove  it  on  the  ground  that  our  title  to  the  whole 
of  the  disputed  territory  was  in  the  smallest  degree 
.  shaken  by  anything  which  had  yet  appeared.  Other 
\  high  and  momentous  motives,  connected  with 
peace  and  war,  as  well  as  with  the  conduct  of  fu- 
ture negotiations  or  hostilities  by  a  party  so  doubt- 
ful as  to  trustworthiness,  and  so  embarrassed  as 
that  now  in  power;  others  connected  with  the  re- 
cent assent  of^laine  and  Massachusetts — the  States 
alone  directly  interested— to  the  particular  boun- 
dary adopted  in  the  treaty;  and  others  looking  to  the 
diminished  importance,  yearly,  of  all  questions  of 
boundary  between  us  and  neighboring  powers  on 
this  continent,  where  we  grow  .so  much  taster  than 
they,  and  are  destined  ere  long  to  be  supreme — 
might  justify  a  ratification  of  the  present  stipula- 
tions.   We  shall  see  in  a  few  days. 

But,  to  seek  an  apology  for  doing  it,  in  arguments 

gainst  our  undoubted  rights,  derived  from  loose 

onjectures  of  itinerant  Americans  in  Europe,  or 

rom  suggestions  calculated  to  belittle  the  claim,  and 

injure  the  reputation  of  one  of  the  able  negotiators 

of  the  treaty  of  1783,  did  not  seem  to  Mr.  W.  very 

patriotic,  or  at  all  warranted  by  any  of  the  facts  in 

the  case. 

The  French  map  of  1745,  which,  with  its  red 
■  lines,  running  west  from  the  St.  Croix,  had  been 
j  made  to  occupy  so  prominent  a  position  in  this  de- 
Ibate,  was  doubtless  one  illustrating  the  boundaries 
!  between  the  French  and  British  colonies  in  Amer- 
lira,  before  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  England,  and 
its  cession  in  1763. 

There  is  a  similar  map  in  the  French  atlas,  on 
the  table  of  the  Secretary,  which  I  procured  from 
the  State  Department.  The  publications  of  that  d" 
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are  full  of  corresponding  descriptions,  as  well  as 
maps,  on  the  part  of  France.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
/Great  Britain,  with  wliom  we  are  now  treating,  and 
whose  claims  then  are  ours  now,  always  resided 
ithe  pretensions  o(  France  to  crowd  the  southern 
himits  of  Canada  so  far  south,  and  the  western  lim- 
its of  Nova  Scotia  so  far  west. 

Instead  of  permitting  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  to 
come  to  the  Kennebec,  or  even  to  ihe  Penojjscot, 
she  herself  originally  granted  it  to  come  only  lo  the 
St.  Croix;  and  made  and  described  its  western  line 
as  one  running  north  from  the  &:oarce  of  that  river 
till  it  reached  some  stream  connected  with  th^  navi- 
gable waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Here  is  her 
Latin  charier  of  that  province,  and  an  English  trans- 
lation, giving  this,  in  substance;  and  it  was  this 
boundary,  with  a  slight  change,  to  which  England 
claimed  uniformly  to  the  very  last  moment  of  her 
jurisdiction  over  what  now  consiiluie  these  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  change  is  this:  After  the  conquest  of  Cana- 
da, being  then  possessed  of  Nova  Scotia  also,  she 
carried  tne  boundaries  of  Canada  south  to  the 
heights  which  turn  the  northern  rivers  into  the  St. 
Lawrence;  but,  independent  of  that,  she  kept  the 
boundary  ol  Nova  Scoria  virtually  the  same  as  be- 
^  fore;  and  the  same  as  Mitchell,  her  own  geographer 
under  the  Lords  of  Plantations,  had  laid  it  down  in 
1755  oa  his  map;  and  the  same  as  has  ever  been 
claimed  by  this  country  since  the  peace  of  1783. 

Now,  lei  it  be  recollected  that  this  British  offi- 
cial map  of  Mitchell  was  before  the  commisKioners 
who  formed  the  treaty  of  1783.  Both  sides  concede 
this,  in  the  arguments  prepared  for  the  King  of  Hol- 
land, now  in  my  hand.  Recollect,  too,  that  the 
fline  on  that  map  runs  due  north  from  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix  till  it  strikes  the  Su  Lawrence;  and 
^01  west  from  the  St.  Croix,  as  on  this  French  map. 
Recollect  that  the  line  de.<«cribed  in  the  treaty  is* 
to  run  north  of  the  St.  Croix,  precisely  as  it  appears 
on  that  map, till  it  strikes  the  highlands  from  which 
spring  the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
'  which  are  near  to  its  bank.  Recollect  that  Doctor 
Franklin  was  by  birth  a  Massachusetts  man,  and  had 
been  the  agent  of  that  province,  and  familiar  with 
all  its  claims  to  boundary  up  to  that  line. 

Recollect  that  he  had  got  inserted  into  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace  an  agreement  to  go  still  further 
east,  and  make  the  St.  John,  from  its  mouth  to  iis 
source,  the- boundary,  as  more  convenient,  and,  in 
many  respects,  more  eligible  to  us  than  the  old 
boundary. 

Recollect  that,  when  coming  to  sign  the  lrea»y, 
this  was  so  strenuously  opposed  by  England,  on  the 

STOund  of  its  being  a  new  cession  of  territory,  that 
e  old  line  was  agreed  to  be  adhered  to,  and  was 
intended  to  be  described  in  the  treaty. 

Recollect  all  these  circumstances;  and  then  say, 

how  could  he,  in  a  letter  to  Count  Vergennes  on 

(the  6ih  of  December,  1782,  mean  to  refer  to  any 

I  map  but  Mitchell's,  or  any  line  on  that  or  any 
other  map,  except  the  old  line,  as  there  laid  down, 

'till  it  reached  the  highlands  north  of  and  near  the  St. 
Lawrencel  He  lacked  neither  information,  vigil- 
ance, nor  shrewdness.  But  a  supposition  (which 
some  srentlemen  make)  that  he  referred  to  some 
map  having  our  boundary  line  run  nearly  wcm 
from  the  St.  Croix,  and  cutting  us  off,  also,  from 
thesourcesof  even  the  Penobscot,  Kennebec,  and 
Oonneciicut— a  line  not  running  north  at  all,  as  the 
treaty  requires — a  line  not  touching  in  that  direc- 
tion any  highlands  which  turn  waters  into  the  St. 
Lawrence,  as  the  treaty  requires — a  line  contrary 
to  Mitchell,  and  all  the  former  British  as  well  as 
Massachusetts  claims — and  a  line  at  war  with  even 
his  own  express  irT-lmclions, — is  an  imputation  of 
carelessness  and  ignorance  altogether  unfounded 
in  any  fact,«  before  us.  It  does  not  appear  that  he 
ever  saw  the  old  French  nwp  spoken  of,  and  of 

I  which  a  partial  copy  is  sent  to  us — much  less  refer- 
red to  it;  and  the  red  lines  on  it  are  undoubtedly  the 
old  French  lines,  put  on  it  when  made  in  1715,  in- 
stead of  17^;  and  are  those  claimed  by  France 
when  she  owned  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  and 
were  never  thought  of  as  describing  the  boundary 
between  us  and  England,  as  arranged  in  the  treaty 
of  peace. 

For  further  confirmation  of  this  view,  and  of 
.  the  validity  of  our  whole  claim.  Doctor  Franklin, 
I  only  eight  days  after,  (viz    December  14,  l7?^-2,) 
■  wrote  to  Mr.  Livingston  that  the  old  line  of  bound- 
ary was  agreed  on,  and  was  lo  be  run  out  after- 
wards between  the  parlies.    (See,  also,  his  letter  on 
the  14th  of  October,  J  782,  but  twenly-three  days 


Nfi 


previous.)  Here  are  both  the  letters,  in  the  ajgu- 
ment  prepared  for  the  King  of  Holland  in  1827. 
So,  nearly  thirty  other  maps,  published  by  Eng- 
land and  her  citizens,  between  1763  and  1783,  draw 
the  boundary  line  as  we  claim  it.  Indeed,  Mr.  Gal- 
latin collected  more  ihan  fifty  of  that  kind,  in  all; 
and  one  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  collection,  engraved  in 
1783,  to  show  the  limits  under  the  treaty,  by  Os- 
good Carlton — ^a  man  of  science  and  practical  skill, 
as  well  as  belonging  to  Massachusetts,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  her  localities.  Beiore  any  contro- 
versy, or  any  motive  existed  to  mislead,  he  laid 
down  the  boundary  there  as  now  claimed;  and,  to 
avoid  mistakes  as  to  dotted  lines  or  coloring,  he  had 
printed  on  the  mdpjliself  that  this  eastern  line,  as  we 
nave  always  claimed  it,  was  "^A«  boundary  line  be- 
hrffTi  Britain  and  America,^*  under  the  treaty  of 

f)eace.  Another  map  before  roe,  in  Mr.  Gallatin's 
asi  memoir,  made  by  Cjov.  Pownal,  in  1776,  lays 
down  the  same  line  as  the  eastern  limit  of  Massa- 
chusetts; and  others  still,  of  the  ^ame  date,  by  Car- 
ver, and  others;  and  another  by  Bowen,  in  1763. 
These  are  all  English  in  their  origin — several  of 
them  official  in  their  character; — and  the  whole,  so 
far  as  regard^  the  evidence  to  be  derived  from  maps, 
entirely  conclusive  as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  whole  territory  in  dispute. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  could  fortify  this  position  by  a 
mass  of  documents  and  evidence  of  a  different  char- 
acter; for  he  had  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
this  topic  ever  since  1819,  when  the  northwestern 
boundary  of  New  Hampshire  had  become  hazarded 
in  the  controversy  concerning  some  of  the  limits 
in  the  treaty  of  1783.  But  he  should  occupy  too 
much  time,  if  he  now  entered  into  this  point  fur- 
ther. 

Several  Senators  said,  No:  go  on.] 
"r.  W.  observed  that,  at  this  late  period  of  Ihc 
session,  he  fell  reluctant  to  do  it;  ihough,  before  sit- 
ting down,  he  would  advert  a  moment  to  one  other 
reason  which  had  been  urged  for  assenting  to  the 
treaty,    with  diminished  limits  on  the  northeast. 
j  It  was,  that  certain  equivalents  had  been  gained 
I  elsewhere,  and,  among  the  rest,  on  the  northwest- 
j  ern  boundary  of  New  Hampshire.    Thiir  last  im- 
\  pression  was  erroneous.    He  must  say,  once  for  all, 
\ihat  we  had  not  gained  a  foot  of  land  there  to  which 
that  Stale  was  not  clearly  enlitled. 

Without  entering  into  details,  which  might  be  te- 
dious to  others  than  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  it 
was  enough  to  say,  on  this  occasion,  that  the  north- 
wosternmost  headof  Connecticut  river— which  was 
the  boundary  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783 — was 
still  further  wevSt  than  Hall's  stream,  described  in 
this  treaty  of  1842.  Thathead  was  Lynch's stream; 
and,  as  is  apparent  on  Bouchette's  map  of  Canada, 
(hanging  before  us,)  would,  if  adopted,  give  to  \he 
United  States  several  thou.sand  acres  more  land 
than  we  now  obtained.  But,  as  New  Hamp^^hire 
«had  not  surveyed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  we.*it  of 

i Hall's  stream,  she  could  not  insist  on  going  further 
on  her  account;  and  the  land  between  (hat  stream 
and  Lynch's,  if  awarded  to  the  United  States,  must, 
.therefore,  belong  to  the  General  Government 
,  It  was  for  t  hem,  then,  and  not  for  her  to  complain, 
Hs  to  what  was  lost  between  those  two  siream.*^. 
But  thai  New  Hampshire  had  a  right  to  go  as  far 
as  Hall's  stream,  was  apparent  on  all  the  modern 
maps  made  .since  the  country  was  explored  fully, 
as  being  more  northwest  than  Indian  stream,  or 
Perry's  brook,  or  the  main  branch  of  the  Connec- 
ticut. This  last  was  strangely  selected  by  the  King 
of  Holland  as  the  north  western  most  head,  when  it 
is  the  norihe<..st  one.  It  was  also  apparent  on  both 
Bowen's  and  Pownal's  nraps,  made  as  long  ago  as 
1776,  as  well  as  several  others. 

But,  beyond  this,  the  Stale  of  New  Hampshire 
had,  a.s  early  as  1789,  surveyed  to  the  source  of 
this  very  siream,  and  run  down  to  its  mouth,  as 
her  northwest  boundary;  and  ever  since,  when  oc- 
casion required,  had  exercised  jurisdiction  to  it. 

All  this,  with  other  proofs,  are  fully  detailed  in 
a  document  referred  lo  in  the  con  espondence  be- 
fore us,  which  was  prepared  by  myself,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  second  volume  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Historical  Collections,  as  long  ago  as  1827. 

He  look  this  occasion  to  do  the  justice  to  both 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  Lord  Ashburion,  to  add, 
that,  after  the  New  Hampshire  delegation  invited 
attention  to  that  document,  and  one  of  them  ex- 
plained the  strong  evidence  which  existed  in  it 
against  the  narrower  line  first  proposed  in  this  ne- 
gotiation, as  set  out  in  page  67  of  the  correspond- 
ence, they  both  seemed  satisfied  that  New  Hamp- 
shire should  rightfully  hold  to  Hall's  .stream. 


Let  oar  decision,  then,  be  what  it  may  on  the 
whole  treaty,  he  must  insist  that,  if  in  favor  of  the 
ratification,  (as  it  probably  would  be,)  it  should  not 
be  iso  on  account  of  any  just  doubt  created  by  the 
old  maps  concerning  the  full  claim  of  Blaine,  as 
originally  set  up;  nor  on  account  of  any  ^Diva- 
lent in  any  new  territory  obtained  for  New  Hamp- 
shire, beyond  what  her  original  limits  justified,  and 
what  she  bad  long  claimed  and  enjoyed. 

[On  the  ensuing  day,  ihe  chairman  referred  to 
some  correspondence,  in  1833,  between  the  British 
Gtovernmeni  and  the  State  Department,  showing  a 
willingness  on  our  side  to  deviate  vrtstfrom  a  due- 
north  line  from  the  St.  Croix,  provided  such  high- 
lands as  are  described  in  th<»  treaty  of  1783  were 
not  discovered  at  ihe  end  of  that  line.  And  he, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Evans,  argued  thence,  that  the  origi- 
nal claim  had  been  in  some  respect  abandoned  by 
the  past  administration.  The  chairman  also  re- 
ferred to  some  new  letters  by  Lord  Palmerston, 
showing  that  in  the  case  of  the  Caroline  the  Amer- 
ican Executive — or,  at  least,  the  Secretary  of 
Stale— knew,  before  1840,  that  Great  Britain  in- 
tended to  make  no  apology  for  that  outrage.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  expressed  his  regret  that  the  con- 
duct of  two  of  his  former  associates  in  office  had  been 
called  in  quesiiun,  who  were  not  now  here — and, 
he  lamented  to  add,  were  not  in  existence— so  as  to 
vindicate  themselves.  He  must  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  a  few  minutes,  to  correct  what  he  con- 
sidered an  erroneous  iropre;ssion  as  to  the  conduct 
of  both  of  them. 

The  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Livingston,  as  to  a 
deviation  from  a  due-north  line^  was  only  hypothet- 
ical— was  very  limited  in  its  effects,  in  any  event — 
and  originated  in  this  way:  As  long  ago  as  18Sr7  or 
1828,  when  considering  ihe  convention  to  refer  this 
controversy  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  King  of  Hol- 
land, some  gentleman  in  the  Senate  had  suggested 
ihat,  afler  a  dne-north  line  from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Croix  crossed  the  St.  John,  and  approached  the 
highlands  whence  streams  flow  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence one  way,  and  the  Allantic  ocean  the  other, 
it  would  first  strike  s<^e  streams  running  into  the 
Bay  of  Chaleurs,.  or  the  Gulf  of  Sl  Lawrence. 
They  thence  argued  that  it  might  be  necessaiy,  in 
that  event,  to  deviate  a  little  to  the  west,  and  go 
round  the  sources  of  those  streams  til)  those  high- 
lands were  reached  from  which  waters  flowed  into 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,  and  into  the  AUaniie 
ocean  to  the  ea.st  and  souiheast.  The  treaty  of 
1783  also  called  for  natural  monuments  at  that 
point,  by  calling  for  highlands  of  that  character, 
as  well  as  mentioned  a  descriptive  corner  in 
the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston supposed  that,  in  fact,  both  would  be  found 
to  agree  or  coincide  at  a  due  north  point,  as  be  says 
in  his  letter;  but  if  they  should  not,  he  adds — as  a 
lawyer  would,  and  must,  on  sound  legal  princi- 
ples—that the  natural  monuments  must  govern, 
rather  than  the  descriptive  comer. 

All  he  proposed,  then,  was  what  the  law  of  the 
case  required— which  is,  that  if  the  mcmnment 
and  the  angle  were  not  found  to  coincide,  a  devia- 
tion might  be  made  to  ibe  west  far  enough  to  strike 
the  natural  monument.  But  every  one  can  see  by 
this  map  of  the  commissioners  thai  the  deviation,  if 
made  at  all,  instead  of  coming  down  near  the  Brit- 
ish line  ai  Mars  Hill,  or  even  to  the  St.  John,  would 
be  only  a  few  miles  west  from  a  line  due  north  from 
the  St.  Croix — being  a  gore,  wider  at  one  end,  and 
a  point  at  the  other — leaving  nine  tenths  of  the  whole 
claim,  if  not  all,  with  Maine,  as  before. 

What  is  very  conclusive  evidence  that  the  Brit- 
ish, as  well  as  Mr.  Livingston,  knew  that  this  de- 
viation must  be  small,  if  any,  the  proposition  was 
refused  by  their  ambassador. 

So  far  from  there  being  any  pretence,  then,  that 
the  deviation  could  in  fact  come  south  of  the  St. 
Johh,  it  is  stated  in  Sir  Charles  Vaughan^s  letter 
expressly  that  it  could  not,  in  any  event,  probably 
go  south  of  the  St.  John,  nor  even  much  beyond 
the  St.  Francis;  and  he  adds  that 

"Thnavaent  or  the  Britiih  G.tvernmenC '.o  the  propoaitian  of 
Mr.  Livingston  would  concede  toth«  OoremnnentofiheUniied 
Static  nearly  all  they  had  hitherto  claimad/'—JIfeMa^e  toSies- 
at€j2ith  Cong.,  Ultae.  Doe.  414, j).  17. 


Let  US,  then,  hear  no  more  of  this  as  an  aban- 
onment  of  the  American  claim,  either  in  the  view 
of  the  American  cabinet,  or  of  their  tynx-eyed  Briv 
jish  opponents. 

In  respect  to   Lor<^  PaJmerston's  recent   letter, 

imputing  to  the  past  administration,  or  to  Mr.  Por- 

1  syth,  before  1840^  any  official  knowledge  that  the 
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British  GJovemment  had  decided  t^  make  no  apolo- 
gy for  the  outrage  on  ihe  Caroline,  and  to  assume 
the  act  as  their  own;  Mr.  W.  thought,  when  he 
heard  the  letter  read,  there  must  be  some  singular 
misconception  or  marvellous  impudence  in  the 
charge.  No  man  possessed  a  higher  sense  of  hon- 
or, or  sterner  independence,  than  M r.  Forsyth.  He 
was  the  last  man  m  the  nation  to  conceal  anything 
through  fear— the  last  man  to  delay  bringing  diffi- 
culties to  a  point  through  subserviency. 

Looking  at  the  rest  of  the  correspondence  with 
Lord  Palmerston  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  it  appears  (as 
was  to  have  been' expected)  that  the  latter  at  once, 
and  categorically,  repels  the  imputations  of  the  Brit- 
ish Secretary.  He  proceeds  also  to  prove  that  no 
just  ground  for  them  could  exist,  in  anything  com- 
municated by  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  or  by  Lord 
Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson.  And  when,  in  a  sec- 
ond letter  of  Lord  Palmerston ,  (not  read  by  the  chair- 
man,) an  attempt  is  made  to  qualify  the  first  charge, 
and  to  soflen  it  into  one  hot  implicatingany  conduct  in 
the  American  Secretary,  minister,  or  President,  ab  at 
all  dishonorable,  Mr.  Stevenson  replies  again,  and 
insists  that,  whether  honorable  or  dishonorable  in 
his  Lordship's  opinion,  the  facts  of  the  case  had  by 
Lord  Palmerston  been  entirely  misapprehended. 

The  correspondence,  as  a  whole,  nullifies  com- 
pletely the  imputation  made  by  the  British  Secreta- 
ry; and  any  inference  drawn  from  it  by  the  chair- 
man, [Mr.  RjVEsJ  either  derogatory  to  the  past  ad- 
ministration, or  favorable  to  ihe  greater  condescen- 
tion  supposed  to  be  exhibited  by  England  in  the 
more  recent  explanations  on  that  matter  since  the 
arrest  and  trial  of  McLeod,  seems  to  rest  on  a  very 
sandy  foundation. 

[In  voting  on  the  separate  articles  of  the  treaty, 
Mr.  W.  voted  against  those  in  respect  to  the^eh- 
gagements  to  furnish  a  force  of  eighty  guns  to- 
wards suppressing  the  slave-trade.  This  arose, 
not  from  an  unwillingness  to  do  everything  proper 
for  abolishing  that  trade  with  alacrity  and  emcien- 
cy;but  from  an  aversion  to  enter  into  an  entangling 
alliance  with  any  nation  for  any  object;  and  from  a 
reluctance  to  seem  compelled  by  England,  or  bound 
to  her,  to  do  as  to  other  countries  what  soe  had  no 
right  to  demand  or  enforce.  The  attitude  appeared 
on  our  part  one  of  inferiority  and  submission,  or  of 
subjection.  A  sovereign  nation  ought  to  do  what 
is  jnst  and  honorable,  as  to  the  world  at  large,  or 
as  to  the  ffeneral  interests  of  humanity,  without  the 
intervention  or  guardianship  of  any  other  nat\on. 
Again:  the  quantity  of  force  to  be  employed  was 
too  large,  too  expensive,  and  unnecessarv,  unless  it 
was  employed  by  detachments  occasionally  from  our 
squadrons  at  Brazil,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  West 
ladies.  Then,  and  then  only,  could  the  health  of 
the  officers  and  men  be  preserved,  and  a  great  bur- 
den in  our  finances  averted,  which  England  bore 
to  protect  her  African  colonies  as  well  as  to  sup- 
press the  slave-trade.  We  had  no  such  colonies 
Delonging  to  our  Gk>vemment;  and  for  this,  and 
other  reasons,  should  not  be  subjected  to  anything 
like  equal  expenses  in  relation  to  this  matter:] 

After  the  Senate  had  gone  though  with  the  dif- 
ferent articles  of  the  treaty,  and  were  ready  to  nrt 
on  the  question  of  its  final  ratification,  Mr.  W. 
said  he  wished  to  submit  a  motion. 

,  He  observed  that  the  inclination  of  his  mind 
y  was  to  vote  for  the  ratification,  though  he  disliked 
much  both  branches  of  the  treaty.  The  engnge- 
ment,  by  any  stipulation  made  to  a  foreign  pjwer, 
to  do  anything  in  suppressing  the  slave-trade, 
which  it  was  our  duty  to  do  of  our  own  accord, 
and  without  the  surveillance  or  admonition  of 
others,  looked  derogatory  to  us.  He  had  an  in- 
vincible repugnance  to  that  kindof  assumption  by 
one  nation,  and  the  acquiescence  in  it  by  another. 
But  he  passed  by  that,  to  com'fe  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary,  concerning  which  he  washed  to  trouWe 
the  Senate  with  a  smgle  moHon.  It  was  made 
with  a  view  to  show — what  h»  believed  to  be  true — 
that  the  treaty  in  that  particular  was  not  what  the 
country  had  a  right  to  expect;  and,  therefore,  that 
it  would  not  have  been  ratified  in  that  particular, 
had  not  Maine  and  Massachusetts— tne  parties 
specially  interested — agreed  to  the  line  adopted- 
Thi^at  least,  was  his  own  opinion.  But  as  their  com- 
missioners had  agreed  to  the  new  line,  he,  for  one, 
should  waive  further  objections.  His  motion  wa*?, 
I  therefore,  to  recommit  the  treaty  wi:h  instrunions 
to  report  the  two  fo'lowiog  resolutions  to  precede 
the  resolve  for  ratification: 

ReMolced,  That  the  provisions  in  this  tre.'^ty,  relating  to  ih« 
^ortbMsMrn  bouodary,  are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  (lie  miiBC«, 


BO  favorable  to  the  lIoil«»d  Stales  as  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
on  the  facts  of  the  rH^tj. 

2.  JHe«#/re<i/w7///t;, That  ihc  Senate,  thnughar>?cinu!« 'oad- 
]y\M  all  coiitrover»^i.  s  with  foroigii  powers,  would  not  f<rl  jupti- 
ficil  in  advising  a  raufication  of  ihi«e  |)ioviBion8,  had  imt 
Blainu  andMaflsachiiaeiia,  tlteStaiM  inKfrrsted  in  (he  disputed 
territory,  given  their  asbcnif  by  commissionerB,  lo  the  par- 
ticular boundary  adopted  in  thof?c  prt- visions,  [instsud  of  con- 
ferrine  general  authority  on  the  Federnl  Oovernmeni  to  agree 
to  such  new  conventional  line  as  it  might  deem  Just.) 

[Mr.  Tallmadge  moved  to  lay  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  W.  on  the  table;  but  there  being  doubts 
whether  this  might  not  carry  the  treaty  with  it, 
Mr.  T.  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  King  then  suggested  that  the  resolutions  be 
moved  as  an  amendment  or  addition  to  the  resolve 
for  ratification,  so  as  to  save  a  recommitment.! 

Mr.  Woodbury  replied,  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  had  doubts  whether  such  a  course  would  be 
in  order,  or  he  would  acquiesce  in  it  with  pleasure. 

[Some  Senators  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  as  to  each  resolution  separately;  being 
willing:  lo  vote  for  one,  but  not  the  other.  Some 
expressed  themselves  embarrassed  how  to  vote, 
as  they  approved  one,  if  not  both  of  the  resolu- 
tions; but  doubted  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
make  them  apart  of  the  record  in  the  ratification, 
and  requested  Mr.  W.,  on  that  account,  to  oblige 
them  by  withdrawing  the  motion.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  stated  that  his  object  in  of- 
fering the  motion  and  resolution  was  to  show  per- 
manently, and  in  the  briefest  manner  possible,  his 
general  views  and  grounds  of  justification  in  rati- 
fying the  treatv.  As  he  had  accomplished  that 
object  with  the  Senate,  so  far  as  regarded  himself, 
he  would  not,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the 
views  of  all  on  the  journal  as  to  these  points,  press 
other  gentlemen  to  a  vote  on  them  which  was  em- 
barrassing, and  might  lead  to  more  debate  and  de- 
lay. He  would,  therefore,  consent  to  what  was 
asKed,  and  withdraw  the  motion. 

MESSAG&  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

To  Iks  Senate  and 

House  of  Represenlaiives  of  the  United  Stales: 

We  have  continued  reason  to  expre.<!S  our  pro- 
found gratitude  to  the  great  Creator  of  all  things 
for  numberless  benefits  conferred  upon  us  as  a  peo- 
ple. Blessed  with  genial  season^:,  tne  husbandman 
nas  his  garners  filled  with  abundance;  and  the 
necessaries  of  life,  not  to  speak  of  its  luxuries, 
abound  in  every  direction,  while  in  some  other 
nations  steady  and  industrious  labor  can  hardly 
find  the  means  of  subsistence,  the  greatest  evil 
which  we  have  to  encounter  is  a  surplus  of  pro- 
duction beyond  the  home  demand,  which  seeks, 
and  with  difficulty  finds,  a  partial  market  in  other 
regions.  The  health  of  the  country,  with  partial 
exceptions,  has,  for  the  past ^-ear,  been  well  pre- 
served; and,  under  their  free  and  wivse  institutions, 
the  United  Slat-sjare  ragidiy-  advancing  towards 
the  consummation  of  the  high  destiny  which  an 

^overruling  Providence  seems  to  have  marked  out 
for  them.  Exempt  from  domestic  convulsion,  and 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  we  are  Iree  to  c'onsult 
as  to  the  best  means  of  securing  and  advancing 
the  happiness  of  the  people.  Surn  arc  the  circum- 
stances under  which  you  now  assemble  in  your  re- 
spective chambers,  and  which  should  lead  us  to 
unite  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  that  great 
Being  who  made  us,  and  who  preserves  us  a^t  a* 
nation. 

I  congratulate  yob,  fellow-citizens,  on  the  happy 
change  in  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  afl!airs  since 
my  last  annual  Message.  Causes  of  complaint  at 
that  time  existed  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  which,  attended  by  irritating  cir- 
cumstances, threatened  mo.st  seriously  the  public 
peace.  The  diflirulty  of  aHju>iing  amicably  the 
questions  at  issue  between  the  two  countries,  was, 
in  no  small  degree,  augmented  by  the  lapse  of 
time  since  they  had  ihew  origin.  The  opinions 
entertained  by  the  Executive  on  several  of  the 
leading  ttipics  in  aispute,  were  frankly  set  forth  in 
the  Message  at  the  opening  of  your' late  session. 
The  appointment  of  a  special  minister  by  Great 
Britain  to  ihe  Unied  Stales,  with  power  to  negoti- 

.  ote  upon  most  t-f  the  points  of  difTerence,  indica'ed 
a  desire  on  hT  part  amirably  to  adjust  them;  and 

•  thnt  tninisirr  wns  met  by  (helCxerntivp  Iia  the  same 
spii  it  which  hnd  dictnted  his  mission.  The  treaty 
consequent  thereon,  having  been  duly  ratified  by 

iihe  two  Governments,  a  copy,  together  with  the  cor- 
respondence which   accompanied  it,  is  herewith 


communicated.  I  trust  that,  whilst  you  may  see  in  it 
nothing  objectionable,  it  may  be  the  means  of  pre- 
serving, for  an  indefinite  period,  the  amicable  re- 
lations happily  existing  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. The  question  of  peace  or  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  is  a  question  of 
the  deepest  interest,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to 
the  civilized  world;  since  it  is  scarcely  jxxssible 
I  hat  a  war  could  exist  between  them  without  en- 
dangering the  peace  of  Christendom.  The  imme- 
diate effect  of  the  treaty  upon  ourselves  will  be 
felt  in  the  security  afforded  to  mercantile  enter- 
prise, which,  no  longer  apprehensive  of  interrnp- 
tion,  adventures  its  speculations  in  the  most  distant 
sea;  and,  freighted  with  the  diversified  productions 
of  every  land,  returns  to  bless  our  own.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  treaty  which,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
compromiis  the  honor  or  dignity  of  either  nation. 
Next  to  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line,  which 
must  always  be  a  matter  of  difliculty  between 
States  as  between  individuals,  the  question  which 
.seemed  to  threaten  the  greatest  embarrassment 
was  that  connected  with  the  African  slave-trade. 
By  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  it  was 
expressly  declared  that  "whereas  the  traffic  in 
slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity and  justice;  and  whereas  both  his  Majesty 
and  the  United  Stales  are  desirous  of  continuing 
their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition;  it  is 
hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contracting  parties 
shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  de- 
sirable an  object."  In  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
and  treaty  stipulations  of  Great  Britain,  a  practice 
had  threatened  lo  grow  up,,  on  the  part  of  its 
crnisers,  of  subjecting  to  visitation  ships  sailing 
under  the  American  flag,  which,  while  it  seriously 
involved  our  maritime  rights,  would  subject  to  vex- 
ation a  branch  of  our  trade  which  was  daily  in- 
creasing, and  which  required  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Government.  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen, 
in  his  correspondence  with  the  American  envoys, 
at  London,  expressly  disclaimed  all  right  to  detain 
an  American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  found 
with  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  and  restricted  the 
British  pretension  to  a  mere  claim  to  visit  and  in- 
quire; yet  it  could  not  weH  be  discerned  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  how  such  visit  and  in- 
quiry could  be  made  without  detention  on  the  voy- 
age, and  consequent  interruption  to  the  trade.  It 
was  regarded  as  the  right  of  .search,  presented  only 
in  a  new  form,  and  expressed  in  different  words; 
and  I  therefore  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  distinctly  to  de- 
clare, in  my  annual  Message  to  Congress,  that  no 
such  concession  ronld  be  made,  and  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  both  the  will  and  the  ability  to  en- 
force their  own  laws,  and  to  protect  their  flag  from 
being  used  for  porposes  wholly  forbidden  by  those 
laws,  and  obnoxious  to  the  moral  censure' of  the 
world.  Taking  the  Message  as  his  letter  of  in- 
strunions,  our  then  Miniyiei  at  Paris  felt  him- 
self required  lo  assume  the  same  ground  in  a  re- 
monstrance which  he  fell  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
present  to  M.  Guizot,  and,  through  him,  to  the 
King  of  the  French,  against  what  has  been  called 
the  Gtuintuple  Treaty;  and  his  conduct,  in  this 
respect,  met  with  the  approval  of  this  Government. 
Inclose  conformity  with  these  views,,  Ihe  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  was  framed,  which  provides 
that  "each  nation  shall  keep  afloat  in  ihe  African 
seas  a  force  of  not  less  than  eighty  guns,  to  act  sep- 
arately and  apart,  under  instructions  from  their  re- 
spective Gk^vernments,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
their  respective  laws  and  obligations."  From  this 
it  wiU  be  seen  ihat  the  ground  assumed  in  the  Mes- 
sage has  been  fully  mnintained,  at  life  same  time 
that  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  are  to 
be  carried  out  in  good  faith  by  the  two  countries, 
and  that  all  pretence  is  removed  for  interference 
with  our  commerce,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  bv 
a  foreign  Government.  While,  therefore,  the 
United  States  have  been  standing  up  for  the  free- 
dom of  the  seas,  they  have  not  thought  proper  to 
make  that  a  pretext  for  avoiding  a  fulfilment  of 
I  heir  treaty  stipulations,  or  a  ground  lor  giving 
countenance  to  a  trade  reprobated  by  our  laws. 
A  similar  arrangement  by  the  other  great  powers 
could  not  fail  to  sweep  from  the  ocean ^he  slave- 
trade,  without  the  interpolation  of  any  new  prin- 
ciple into  the  maritime  code.  We  may  be  permit- 
ted to  hope  thnt  the  example  thus  sev  will  be  follow- 
ed bv  som<»,  if  not  all  of  thern.  We  thereby  also 
nfford  suitable  protection  to  ihe,fair  trader  in  those 
.•«eas;  thus  fulfilling  at  the  .same  time  the  dictates 
of  a  sound  policy,  and  complying  with  the  claims 
of  justice  and  humanity, 
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are  fall  of  corresponding  descriptions,  as  well  as 
maps,  on  tbe  part  of  Prance.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
|Great  Britain,  with  wliom  we  are  now  treating,  and 
•whose  claims  then  are  ours  now,  always  resisted 
Ithe  pretensions  ol  Prance  to  crowd  the  southern 
uimits  of  Canada  so  far  south,  and  the  western  lim- 
its of  Nova  Scotia  so  far  west. 

Instead  of  permitting  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  to 
come  to  the  Kennebec,  or  even  to  the  PenoJ)scor, 
she  herself  originally  granted  it  to  come  only  to  the 
St.  Croix;  and  made  and  described  its  western  line 
as  one  running  noith  from  the  source  of  that  river 
till  it  reached  some  stream  connected  with  thQ  navi- 
gable waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Here  is  her 
Latin  charter  of  Uiat  province,  and  an  English  trans- 
lation, giving  this,  in  substance;  and  it  was  this 
boundary,  with  a  slight  change,  to  which  England 
claimed  uniformly  to  the  very  last  moment  of  her 
jurisdiction  over  what  now  constitute  these  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  change  is  this:  After  the  conquest  of  Cana- 
da, being  then  possessed  of  Nova  Scotia  also,  she 
carried  the  boundaries  of  Canada  soulh  to  the 
heights  which  turn  the  northern  rivers  into  the  St. 
Lawrence;  but,  independent  of  thai,  she  kept  the 
boundary  of  Nova  Scoria  virtually  the  same  as  be- 
fore; and  the  same  as  Mitchell,  her  own  geographer 
under  the  Lords  of  Plantations,  had  laid  it  down  in 
1755  oa  his  map;  and  the  same  as  has  ever  been 
claimed  by  this  country  since  the  peace  of  1783. 

Now,  let  it  be  recollected  that  this  British  ofli- 
'cial  map  of  Mitchell  was  before  the  commissioners 
|who  formed  the  treaty  of  1783.  Both  sides  concede 
this,  in  the  arguments  prepared  for  the  King  of  Hol- 
land, now  in  my  hand.  Recollect,  too,  that  the 
fline  on  that  map  runs  due  north  from  the  source  ot 
[the  St.  Croix  till  it  strikes  the  St.  Lawrence;  and 
l^ot  west  from  tha  St.  Croix,  as  on  this  French  map. 
Recollect  that  the  line  described  in  the  treaty  is* 
to  run  north  of  the  St.  Croix,  preciselv  as  it  appears 
on  that  map,  till  it  strikes  the  highlands  from  which 
spring  the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
which  are  near  to  its  bank.  Recollect  that  Doctor 
Franklin  was  by  birth  a  Massachusetts  man,  and  had 
been  the  agent  of  that  province,  and  familiar  with 
all  its  claims  to  boundary  up  to  that  line. 

Recollect  that  he  had  got  inserted  into  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace  an  agreement  to  go  still  further 
east,  and  make  the  St.  John,  from  its  mouth  to  its 
source,  the- boundary,  as  more  convenient,  and,  in 
many  respects,  more  eligible  to  us  than  the  old 
boundary. 

Recollect  that,  when  coming  to  sign  the  treaty, 
this  was  so  strenuously  opposed  by  England,  on  the 

S round  of  its  being  a  new  cession  of  territory,  that 
e  old  line  was  agreed  to  be  adhered  to,  and  was 
intended  to  be  described  in  the  treaty. 

Recollect  all  these  circumstances;  and  then  say, 
;  how  could  he,  in  a  letter  to  Count  Vergennes  on 
the  6ih  of  December,  1782,  mean  to  refer  to  any 
map  but  Mitchell's,  or  any  line  on  that  or  any 
other  map,  except  the  old  line,  as  there  laid  down, 
till  it  reached  the  highlands  north  of,  and  near  the  St. 
Lawrencel  He  lacked  neither  information,  vigil- 
ance, nor  shrewdness.  But  a  supposition  (which 
some  gentlemen  make)  that  he  referred  to  some 
map  having  our  boundary- line  run  nearly  west 
from  the  St.  Croix,  and  cutting  us  off*,  also,  from 
the  sources  of  even  the  Penobscot,  Kennebec,  and 
Oonnecticut— a  line  not  running  north  at  all,  as  tie 
treaty  requires— a  line  not  touching  in  that  direc- 
tion any  highlands  which  turn  waters  into  the  St. 
Lawrence,  as  the  treaty  requires — a  line  contrary 
to  Mitchell,  and  all  the  former  British  as  well  as 
Massachusetts  claims— and  a  line  at  war  with  even 
his  own  express  instructions,— is  an  imputation  of 
carelessness  and  ignorance  altogether  unfounded 
in  any  facts  before  us.  It  does  not  appear  that  he 
ever  saw  the  old  French  nwip  spoken  of,  and  of 
which  a  partial  copy  is  sent  to  us — much  less  refer- 
red to  it;  and  the  red  lines  on  it  are  undoubtedly  the 
old  French  lines,  put  on  it  when  made  in  1715,  in- 
stead of  1782;  and  are  those  claimed  by  France 
when  she  owned  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  and 
were  never  thought  of  as  describing  the  boundary 
between  us  and  England,  as  arranged  in  the  treaty 
of  peace. 

For  further  confirhiation  of  this  view,  and  of 
the  validity  of  our  whole  claim.  Doctor  Franklin, 
only  eight  davs  after,  (viz.  December  14,  1782,) 
wrote  to  Mr.  Livingston  that  the  old  line  of  bound- 
ary was  agreed  on,  and  was  to  be  run  out  after- 
wards between  the  parties.  (See,  also,  his  letter  on 
the  14th  of  October,  J  782,  but  twenty-three  days 


previous.)  Here  are  both  the  letters,  in  the  argu- 
ment prepared  for  the  King  of  Holland  in  1827. 
So,  nearly  thirty  other  maps,  published  by  Eng- 
land and  her  citizens,  between  1763  and  1783,  draw 
the  boundary  line  as  we  claim  it.  Indeed,  Mr.  Gal- 
latin collected  more  than  fifty  of  that  kind,  in  all; 
and  one  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  collection,  engraved  in 
1783,  to  show  the  limits  under  the  treaty,  by  Os- 
good Carlton — a  man  of  science  and  practical  skill, 
as  well  as  belonging  to  Massachusetts,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  her  localities.  Before  any  contro- 
versy, or  any  motive  existed  to  mislead,  he  laid 
down  the  boundary  there  as  now  claimed;  and,  to 
avoid  mistakes  as  to  dotted  lines  or  coloring,  he  had 
printed  on  the  mapitself  that  this  eastern  line,  as  we 
have  always  claimed  it,  was  ^Hhe  boundary  line  be- 
tween Britain  and  America"  under  the  treaty  of 
f)eace.  Another  map  before  roe,  in  Mr.  Gallatin's 
ast  memoir,  made  by  Gov.  Pownal,  in  1776,  lays 
down  the  same  line  as  the  eastern  limit  of  Massa- 
chusetts; and  others  still,  of  the^ame  date,  by  Car- 
ver, and  others;  and  another  by  Bowen,  in  1763. 
These  are  all  English  in  their  origin — several  of 
them  official  in  their  character; — and  the  whole,  so 
far  as  regards  the  evidence  to  be  derived  from  maps, 
entirely  conclusive  as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  whole  territory  in  dispute. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  could  fortify  this  position  by  a 
mass  of  documents  and  evidence  of  a  different  char- 
acter; for  he  had  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
this  lopic  ever  since  1819,  when  the  northwestern 
boundary  of  New  Hampshire  had  become  hazarded 
in  the  controversy  concerning  some  of  the  limits 
in  the  treaty  of  1783.    But  he  should  occupy  too 
much  time,  if  he  now  entered  into  this  point  fur- 
ther. 
fSeveral  Senators  said,  No:  go  on.] 
Mr.  W.  observed  that,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  he  felt  reluctant  to  do  it;  though,  before  sit- 
ting down,  he  would  advert  a  moment  to  one  other 
reason  which  had  been  urged  for  assenting  to  the 
treaty,   with  diminished  limits  on  the  northeast. 
I  It  was,  that  certain  equivalents  had  been  gained 
f  elsewhere,  and,  among  the  rest,  on  the  northwest- 
j  ern  boundary  of  New  Hampshire.    This  last  im- 
\  pression  was  erroneous.    He  must  say,  once  for  all, 
uhat  we  had  not  gained  a  foot  of  land  there  to  which 
jthat  State  was  not  clearly  entitled. 

Without  entering  into  details,  which  might  be  te- 
dious to  others  than  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  it 
was  enough  to  say,  on  this  occasion,  that  the  north- 
westernmost  head  oi  Connecticut  river— which  was 
the  boundary  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783 — was 
still  further  west  than  Hall's  sli earn,  described  in 
this  treaty  of  1842.  That  head  was  Lynch's  stream; 
and,  as  is  apparent  on  Bouchette's  map  of  Canada, 
(hanging  before  us,)  would,  if  adopted,  give  to  fche 
United  States  several  thousand  acres  more  land 
than  we  now  obtained.  But,  as  New  Hampshire 
-had  not  surveyed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  vfest  of 
Hall's  stream,  she  could  not  insist  on  going  further 
on  her  account;  and  the  land  between  that  stream 
land  Lynch's,  if  awarded  to  the  United  Stales,  must, 
kherefore,  belong  to  the  General  Government 
i  It  was  for  them,  then,  and  not  for  her  to  complain, 
fes  to  what  was  lost  between  those  two  streams. 
But  that  New  Hampshire  had  a  right  to  go  as  far 
as  Hall's  .stream,  was  apparent  on  all  the  modern 
maps  made  since  the  country  was  explored  fullr, 
as  being  more  northwest  than  Indian  stream,  or 
Perry's  brook,  or  the  main  branch  of  the  Connec- 
ticut. This  last  was  strangely  selected  by  the  King 
of  Holland  as  the  north  westernmost  head,  when  it 
is  the  northcj.st  one.  It  was  also  apparent  on  both 
Bowen's  and  Pownal's  map,  made  as  long  ago  as 
1776,  as  well  as  several  others. 

But,  beyond  this,  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
had,  as  early  as  1789,  surveyed  to  the  source  of 
ihis  very  stream,  and  run  down  to  its  mouth,  as 
her  northwest  boundary;  and  ever  since,  when  oc- 
casion required,  had  exercised  jurisdiction  to  it. 

All  this,  with  other  proofs,  are  fully  detailed  in 
a  document  referred  to  in  the  con  espondence  be- 
fore us,  which  was  prepared  by  mvself,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  second  volume  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Historical  Collections,  as  long  ago  as  1827. 

He  took  this  occasion  to  do  the  justice  to  both 
the  Secretary  of  Stale  and  Lord  Ashburion,  to  add, 
that,  afior  the  New  Hampshire  delegation  invited 
atiention  to-that  document,  and  one  of  them  ex- 
plained the  strtmg  evidence  which  existed  in  it 
against  the  narrower  line  first  proposed  in  this  ne- 
gotiation, as  set  out  in  page  67  of  the  correspond- 
ence, they  both  seemed  satisfied  that  New  Hamp- 
shire should  rightfully  hold  to  Hall's  stream. 


Let  our  decision,  then,  be  what  it  may  on  ihe 
whole  treaty,  he  must  insist  that,  if  in  favor  of  the 
ratification,  (as  it  probably  would  be,)  it  should  not 
be  so  on  account  of  any  just  doubt  created  by  the 
old  maps  concerning  the  full  claim  of  Maine,  as 
originally  set  up;  nor  on  account  of  any  equiva- 
lent in  any  new  territory  obtained  for  New  Hamp. 
shire,  beyond  what  her  original  limits  justified,  and 
what  she  had  long  claimed  and  enjoyed. 

[On  the  ensuing  da]^,  the  chairman  referred  to 
some  correspondence,  in  1833,  between  the  Br»iish 
Government  and  the  State  Department,  fchowinga 
willingness  on  our  side  to  deviate  west  from  adne- 
north  line  from  the  St.  Croix,  provided  such  high- 
lands as  are  described  in  thp  treaty  of  1783  were 
not  discovered  at  'the  end  of  that  line.  And  he, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Evans,  argued  thence,  that  the  origi- 
nal claim  had  been  in  some  respect  abandoned  t^ 
the  past  administration.  The  chairman  also  re- 
ferred to  some  new  letters  by  Lord  Palmerston, 
showing  that  in  the  case  of  the  Caroline  the  Amer- 
ican Executive — or,  at  least,  the  Secretary  of 
State— knew,  before  1840,  that  Great  Britain  in- 
tended to  make  no  apology  for  that  outrage.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  expressed  his  regret  that  the  con- 
duct  of  two  of  bis  former  associates  in  office  had  been 
called  in  questiun,  who  were  not  now  here — and, 
he  lamented  to  add,  were  not  in  existence — so  as  to 
vindicate  themselves.  He  must  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  a  few  minutes,  to  correct  what  he  con- 
sidered an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  coadnct 
of  both  of  them. 

The  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Livingstozi,  astoa 
deviation  iroma  due-north  line;  was  only  bjrpoihet- 
ical — was  very  limited  in  its  effects,  in  any  event— 
and  originated  in  this  way:  As  long  ago  as  1827  or 
1828,  when  considering  the  convention  to  refer  this 
controversy  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  King  of  Hol- 
land, some  gentleman  in  the  Senate  had  suggested 
that,  afler  a  due-north  line  from  tbe  source  of  the 
St.  Croix  crossed  the  St.  John,  and  approached  tbe 
highlands  whence  streams  flow  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence one  way,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean  the  other, 
it  would  first  strike  S(Me  streams  running  into  the 
Bay  of  Chaleurs,.  or  the  Gulf  of  St.  I^wrence. 
They  thence  argued  that  it  might  be  necessary,  in 
that  event,  to  deviate  a  little  to  the  west,  and  go 
round  the  sources  of  those  streams  til)  those  high" 
lands  were  reached  from  which  waters  flowed  into 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,  and  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean  to  the  east  and  southeast.  The  treaty  of 
1783  also  called  for  natural  monuments  at  that 
point,  by  calling  for  highlands  of  that  character, 
as  well  as  mentioned  a  descriptive  comer  in 
the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston suppovsed  that,  in  fact,  both  would  be  foond 
to  agree  or  coincide  at  a  due  north  point,  as  be  says 
in  his  letter;  but  if  they  should  not,  he  adds— as  a 
lawyer  would,  and  must,  on  sound  legal  princi- 
ples—that the  natural  monuments  must  govern, 
rather  than  the  descriptive  comer. 

All  he  proposed,  then,  was  what  the  law  of  the 
case  required— which  is,  that  if  the  monument 
and  the  ansfle  were  not  found  to  coincide,  a  devia- 
tion might  be  made  to  the  west  far  enough  to  strike 
the  natural  monument.  But  every  one  can  see  by 
this  map  of  the  commissioners  that  the  deviation,  if 
made  at  all,  instead  of  coming  down  near  the  Brit- 
ish line  ai  Mars  Hill,  or  even  to  tbe  St.  John,  wonld 
be  only  a  few  miles  west  from  a  line  due  north  from 
the  St.  Croix — being  a  gore,  wider  at  one  eDd,8nd 
a  point  at  tbe  other — leaving  nine-tenths  ofthewhde 
claim,  if  not  all,  with  Maine,  as  before. 

What  i.s  very  conclusive  evidence  that  the  Brit- 
ish, as  well  as  Mr.  Livingston,  knew  (bat  this  de- 
viation must  be  small,  if  any,  the  proposition  was 
refused  by  their  ambassador. 

So  far  from  there  being  any  pretence,  then,  that 
the  deviation  could  in  fact  come  south  of  the  St. 
Johh,  it  is  stated  in  Sir  Charles  Vangban's  leuer 
expressly  that  it  could  not,  in  any  event^  probably 
go  south  of  the  St.  John,  nor  even  much  beyond 
the  St.  Francis;  and  he  adds  that 

"Thr.asdont  or  ihe  Brltith  6>>vernmenl  !o  the  proposition  of 
Hr.  Livingston  would  concede  lo  the  OovemmeiH  of  (he  United 
StatPQ  nearly  all  chey  had  hiitiertoc]aimed%''— AfeMo^e  to  <Sn- 
atCi'Mlh  Cong.,  Ittsesa.  Doc.  414,/).  17. 

Let  us,  then,  hear  no  more  of  this  as  an  aban- 
donment of  the  American  claim,  either  in  the  view 
of  the  American  cabinet,  or  of  their  lynx-eyed  Brit- 
ish opponents. 

In  respect  to  Lord  Palmerston's  recent  letter, 
imputing  to  the  past  adminisfcration,  or  to  Mr.  For- 
syth, before  1840,  any  official  knowledge  that  (he 
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British  Gtovemmf  nt  bad  decided  t^^  make  no  apolo- 
gy for  the  outrage  on  ihe  Caroline,  and  to  assume 
I  he  act  as  their  own;  Mr.  W.  thought,  when  he 
heard  the  letter  read,  there  must  be  some  singular 
misconception  or  marvellous  impudence  in  the 
charge.  No  man  possessed  a  higher  sense  of  hon- 
or, or  sterner  independence,  than  Mr  Forsyth.  He 
was  the  last  man  m  the  nation  to  conceal  anything 
through  fear— the  last  man  to  delay  bringing  difti- 
culties  to  a  point  through  subserviency. 

Looking  at  the  rest  of  the  correspondence  with 
Lord  Palmerston  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  it  appears  (as 
was  to  have  been' expected)  that  the  latter  at  once, 
and  categorically,  repels  the  imputations  of  the  Brit- 
ish Secretary.  He  proceeds  also  to  piove  that  no 
just  ground  for  them  could  exist,  in  anything  com- 
municated by  Mr,  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  or  by  Lord 
Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson.  And  when,  in  a  sec- 
ond letter  ofLord  Palmerston,  (not  read  by  the  chair- 
man,) an  attempt  is  made  to  Qualify  the  first  charge, 
and  to  soAen  it  intoooenotlmplicatingany  conduct  in 
the  American  Secretary,  minister,  or  President,  as*  at 
all  dishonorable,  Mr.  Stevenson  replies  again,  and 
insists  that,  whether  honorable  or  dishonorable  in 
his  Lordship's  opinion,  the  facts  of  the  case  had  by 
Lord  Palmerston  been  entirely  misapprehended. 

The  correspondence,  as  a  whole,  nullifies  com- 
pletely the  imputation  made  by  the  British  Secreta- 
ry; and  any  inference  drawn  from  it  by  the  chair- 
man, [Mr.  RjVBs,]  either  derogatory  to  the  past  ad- 
ministration, or  favorable  to  the  greater  condescen- 
tion  supposed  to  be  exhibited  by  England  in  the 
more  recent  explanations  on  that  matter  since  the 
arrest  and  trial  of  McLeod,  seems  to  rest  on  a  very 
sandy  foundation. 

[In  voting  on  the  separate  articles  of  the  treaty, 
Mr.  W.  voted  against  those  in  respect  to  the*en- 
gagements  to  furnish  a  force  of  eighty  guns  to* 
wards  suppressing  the  slave-trade.  This  arose, 
not  from  an  unwillingness  to  do  everything  proper 
for  abolishing  that  trade  with  alacrity  and  emcien- 
cy;bot  fh)m  an  aversion  to  enter  into  an  entangling 
alliance  with  any  nation  for  any  object;  and  from  a 
reluctance  to  seem  compelled  by  England,  or  bound 
to  her,  to  do  as  to  other  countries  what  she  had  no 
right  to  demand  or  enforce.  The  attitude  appeared 
on  oar  part  one  of  inferiority  and  submission,  or  of 
sabjection.  A  sovereign  nation  ought  to  do  what 
is  jnst  and  honorable,  as  to  the  world  at  large,  or 
as  to  the  ffeneral  interests  of  humanity,  without  the 
intervention  or  guardianship  of  any  other  nation. 
Again:  the  quantity  of  force  to  be  employed  was 
too  large,  too  expensive,  and  unnecessaiy,  unless  it 
was  employed  by  detachments  occasionally  from  our 
squadrons  at  Brazil,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  West 
Indies.  Then,  and  theti  only,  could  the  health  of 
the  oflSceis  and  men  be  preserved,  and  a  great  bur- 
den in  our  finances  averted,  wbich  England  bore 
to  protect  her  African  colonies  as  well  as  to  sup- 
press the  slave-trade.  We  had  no  such  colonies 
belonging  to  our  Gk)vemment;  and  for  this,  and 
other  reasons,  should  not  be  subjected  to  anything 
like  equal  expenses  in  relation  to  this  matter!] 

After  the  Senate  had  gone  though  with  the  dif- 
ferent articles  of  the  treaty,  and  were  ready  to  art 
on  the  question  of  its  final  ratification,  Mr.  W. 
said  he  wished  to  submit  a  motion. 

,  He  observed  that  the  inclination  of  his  mind 
I  was  to  vote  for  the  ratification,  though  he  disliked 
much  both  branches  of  the  treaty.  The  engnge- 
ment,  by  anv  stipulation  made  to  a  foreign  power, 
tn  do  anything  in  suppressing  the  slave-trade, 
which  it  was  our  duly  to  do  of  our  own  accord, 
and  without  the  surveillance  or  admonition  of 
others,  looked  derogatory  to  us.  He  had  an  in- 
vincible repugnance  to  that  kindof  assumption  by 
one  nation,  and  the  acquiescence  in  it  by  another. 
But  he  passed  by  that,  to  com'e  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary,  concerning  which  he  wished  to  trooWe 
the  Senate  with  a  smgle  moHon.  It  was  made 
with  a  view  to  show — what h^  believed  to  be  true — 
that  the  treaty  in  that  particular  was  not  what  the 
country  had  a  right  to  expect;  and,  therefore,  that 
it  would  not  have  been  ratified  in  that  particular, 
had  not  Maipe  and  MassachusetivS— the  parties 
specially  interested — agreed  to  the  line  adopted- 
This,  at  least,  was  his  own  opinion.  But  as  their  com- 
missioners had  agreed  to  the  new  line,  he,  for  one, 
should  waive  further  objections.  His  motion  wa*?, 
,  therefore,  to  recommit  the  treaty  wi:h  instructions 
to  report  the  two  fo'lowiog  resolutions  to  preccile 
the  resolve  for  ratification: 

Re»olvedi  That  ihe  provisions  in  this  tre.'^ty,  relaiine  to  the 
I9oithMM»m  bouod«r7,  are  not,  in  tb«  opinion  of  the  Seoata^ 


so  favorable  to  the  llnit«d  States  as  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
on  the  fac'a  ol  the  ra.-e. 

2  /ie^v<Wre'i/fa///tr,Th:itihp  Senate,  ihnuehatxiou^  «o  ad- 
jimf  all  (•c)lltrover^i■  s  wnh  Oir-'igu  power*,  would  not  ft-el  jufeii- 
fic<l  in  a<Ivi»iii!;  a  raufiraiidn  Uf  thcw  |)iOviBions,  had  not 
Maine  and  M ansae huaetia,  the  Stales  Interested  in  the  dieputed 
territory,  given  their  a5j»t;rit,  by  commiRsioners.  to  the  par- 
ticular boundary  aiiopted  in  ihopft  pri'viaions,  [instsud  of  con- 
ferring general  auth(»rify  on  the  Federal  Government  to  agree 
to  such  new  conventional  line  as  h  might  deem  Just.) 

[Mr.  Tallmador  moved  to  lay  the  proposition  of 
Mr,  W.  on  the  table;  but  there  being  doubts 
whether  this  might  not  carry  the  treaty  with  it, 
Mr.  T.  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  King  then  suggested  that  the  resolutions  be 
moved  as  an  amendment  or  addition  to  the  resolve 
for  ratification,  so  as  to  save  a  recommitment.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  replied,  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  had  doubts  whether  such  a  course  would  be 
in  order,  or  he  would  acquiesce  in  it  with  pleasure. 

[Some  Senators  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  as  to  each  resolution  separately;  being 
willins:  to  vote  for  one,  but  not  the  other.  Some 
expressed  themselves  embarrassed  how  to  vote, 
as  they  approved  one,  if  not  both  of  the  resolu- 
tions; but  doubted  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
make  them  a  part  of  the  record  in  the  ratification, 
and  requested  Mr.  W.,  on  that  account,  to  oblige 
them  by  witl.drawing  the  motion.] 

Mr.  Woodbury  stated  that  his  object  in  of- 
fering the  motion  and  resolution  was  to  show  per- 
manently, and  in  the  briefest  manner  possible,  his 
general  views  and  grounds  of  justification  in  rati- 
fying the  treaty.  As  he  had  accomplished  that 
object  with  the  Senate,  so  far  as  regarded  himself, 
he  would  not,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the 
views  of  all  on  the  journal  as  to  these  points,  press 
other  gentlemen  to  a  vote  on  them  which  was  em- 
barrassing, and  might  lead  to  more  debate  and  de- 
lay. He  would,  therefore,  consent  to  what  was 
asKed,  and  withdraw  the  motion. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

To  ihe  StmUe  and 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

We  have  continued  reason  to  express  our  pro- 
found gratitude  to  the  great  Creator  of  all  thmgs 
for  numberless  benefiis  conferred  upon  us  as  a  peo- 
ple. Blessed  with  genial  seasons,  tne  husbandman 
nas  his  garners  filled  with  abundance;  and  the 
necessaries  of  liTe,  not  to  speak  of  its  luxuries, 
abound  in  every  direction.  While  in  some  other 
nations  steady  and  industrious  labor  can  hardly 
find  the  means  of  subsistence,  the  greatest  evil 
which  we  have  to  encounter  is  a  surplus  of  pro- 
duction beyond  the  home  demand,  which  seeks, 
and  with  difficulty  finds,  a  partial  market  in  other 
regions.  The  health  of  the  country,  with  partial 
exceptions,  has,  for  the  past ^' ear,  been  well  pre- 
served; and,  under  their  free  and  wise  institutions, 
Ihe  United  Slat-sjire  ri^gidly-  advancing  towards 
the  consummation  of  the  high  destiny  which  an 
*  overruling  Providence  seems  to  have  marked  out 
for  them.  Exempt  from  domestic  convulsion,  and 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  we  are  Iree  to  consult 
as  to  the  best  means  of  securing  and  ndvaocing 
the  happiness  of  the  people.  Such  are  the  circum- 
stances under  which  you  now  assemble  in  your  re- 
spective chambers,  and  which  should  lead  us  to 
unite  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  that  great 
Being  who  made  us,  and  who  preserves  us  ax  a* 
nation. 

I  congratulate  you,  fellow-citizens,  on  the  happy 
change  in  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  affairs  since 
my  last  annual  Message.  Causes  of  complaint  at 
that  time  existed  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  which,  attended  by  irritating  cir- 
cumstances, threatened  most  seriously  the  public 
peace.  The  difficulty  of  adjuMing  amirobly  the 
questions  at  issue  between  the  two  countries,  was, 
in  no  small  degree,  augmented  by  the  lapse  of 
time  since  they  had  thew  origin.  The  opinions 
entertained  by  the  Executive  on  several  of  the 
leading  topics  in  dispute,  were  frankly  set  forth  in 
the  Messaere  at  the  opening  of  your  late  se5;sion. 
The  appointment  of  a  spepial  rninister  by  Great 
Britnin  to  »he  Uiii  ed  States,  with  power  to  negoii- 
otc  upon  m(»st  cf  the  points  of  difference,  inHica'ed 
a  dccire  on  hT  part  ami'-ably  to  nHjns'  ili'^nn;  and 
thnl  mini'^frr  wns  met  by  thcFxerntivc  is^  'be  same 
spii  it  whi(l>  hail  ilictn?etl  his  mission.  The  treaty 
consequent  thereon,  having  been  duly  ratified  by 
the  two  Governments,  a  copy,  together  with  the  cor- 
respondence which  accompanied  it,  is  herewith 
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communicated.  I  trust  that,  whilst  you  may  see  in  it 
nothing  objectionable,  it  may  be  the  means  of  pre- 
serving, for  an  indefinite  period,  the  amicable  re- 
lations happily  existing  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. The  question  of  peace  or  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  is  a  question  of 
the  deepest  interest,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to 
the  civilized  world;  since  it  is  scarcely  possible 
that  a  war  could  exist  between  them  without  en- 
dangering the  peace  of  Christendom.  The  imme- 
diate effect  of  the  treaty  npon  ourselves  will  be 
felt  in  the  security  afforded  to  mercantile  enter- 
prise, which,  no  longer  apprehensive  of  interrap- 
tion,  adventures  its  speculations  in  the  most  distant 
sea;  and, freighted  with  the  diversified  productions 
of  every  land,  returns  to  bless  our  own.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  treaty  wbich,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
compromiis  the  honor  or  dignity  of  either  nation. 
Next  to  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line,  which 
must  always  be  a  matter  of  difficulty  between 
States  as  between  individuals,  the  question  which 
seemed  to  threaten  the  greatest  embarrassment 
was  that  connected  with  the  African  slate-trade. 
By  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  it  was 
expressly  declared  that  "whereas  the  trafiic  in 
slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity and  justice;  and  whereas  both  his  Majesty 
and  the  United  Stales  are  desirous  of  continuing 
their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition;  it  is 
hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contracting  parties 
shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  de- 
sirable an  object."  In  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
and  treaty  stipulations  of  Great  Britain,  a  practice 
had  threatened  to  grow  up,,  on  the  part  of  its 
cruisers,  of  subjecting  to  visitation  ships  sailing 
under  the  American  flag,  which,  while  it  seriously 
involved  our  maritime  rights,  would  subject  to  vex- 
ation a  branch  of  our  trade  which  was  daily  in- 
creasing, and  which  required  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Government.  And  although  Lord  Aberdeen, 
in  his  correspondence  with  the  American  envoys, 
at  London,  expressly  disclaimed  all  right  to  detain 
an  American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  found 
with  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  and  restricted  the 
British  pretension  to  a  mere  claim  to  visit  and  in- 
quire; yet  it  could  not  weH  be  discerned  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  how  such  visit  and  in- 
quiry could  be  made  without  detention  on  the  voy- 
age, and  consequent  interruption  to  the  trade.  It 
was  regarded  as  the  right  of  search,  presented  only 
in  a  new  form,  and  expressed  in  different  words; 
and  I  therefore  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  distinctly  to  de- 
clare, in  my  annual  Message  to  Congress,  that  no 
such  concession  could  be  made,  and  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  both  the  will  and  the  ability  to  en- 
force their  own  laws,  and  to  protect  their  flag  from 
being  used  for  purposes  wholly  forbidden  by  those 
laws,  and  obnoxious  to  the  moral  censure' of  the 
world.  Taking  the  Message  as  his  letter  of  in- 
structions, our  then  Minister  at  Paris  felt  him- 
self required  to  assume  the  same  ground  in  a  re- 
monstrance which  he  fell  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
present  to  M.  Gutzot,  and,  through  him,  to  the 
King  of  the  French,  against  what  has  been  called 
the  Gtuintuple  Treaty;  and  his  conduct,  in  this 
respect,  met  with  the  approval  of  this  Government. 
In  close  conformity  with  these  views,  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  was  framed,  which  provides 
that  "each  nation  shall  keep  afloat  in  the  African 
seas  a  force  of  not  less  than  eighty  guns,  to  act  sep- 
arately and  apart,  under  instructions  from  their  re- 
spective Grovemments,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
their  respective  laws  and  oblie:atioris."  From  this 
it  will  be  seen  ihat  the  ground  assumed  in  the  Mes- 
sage has  been  fully  maintained,  at  life  same  time 
that  the  siipnlations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  are  to 
be  carried  out  in  good  faith  by  ihe  two  countries, 
and  that  all  pretence  is  removed  for  interference 
with  onr  commerce,  for  any  purpo?e  whatever,  by 
a  foreign  Government.  While,  therefore,  the 
United  States  have  been  standing  up  for  the  free- 
dom of  the  seas,  they  have  not  thought  proper  to 
make  that  a  pretext  for  avoiding  a  fulfilment  of 
their  treaty  stipulations,  or  a  ground  lor  giving 
countenance  to  a  trade  reprobated  by  our  laws. 
A  similar  arrangement  by  ihe  other  great  powers 
could  not  fail  to  sweep  from  the  ocean  *the  slave- 
trade,  without  the  interpolation  of  any  new  prin- 
ciple into  the  maritime  code.  We  may  be  permit- 
ted to  hope  that  the  example  thus  seV  will  be  follow- 
ed bv  somp,  if  not  all  of  them.  We  thereby  also 
afford  suitable  protection  to  thcfair  trader  in  those 
seas;  thus  fulfilling  at  the  same  time  the  dictates 
of  a  sound  policy,  and  complying  with  the  claims 
of  justice  and  humanity. 
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It  would  have  farnished  additional  cause  for  cun-  ' 
gratulatioo,  if  the  treaty  could  have  embraced  all 
subjects  calculated  in  future  to  lead  to  a  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  Gcovernments.  The  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Slates,  commonly  called  the 
Oregon  Territory,  lying  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  north 
of  the  forty-second  degree  of  latitude,  to  a  portion 
of  which  Great  Britain  lays  claim,  begins  to  attract 
the  attention  of  our  fellow- citizens;  and  the  tide  of 
population,  which  has  reclaimed  what  was  so  lately 
an  unbroken  wilderness  in  more  contiguous  re- 
gions, is  preparing  to  floW  over  those  vast  districts 
which  stretch  from  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  In  advance  of  the  acquirement  of 
individual  rights  to  these  lands,  sound  policy  dic- 
tates that  every  effort  should  be  resorted  to  by  the 
two  Governments  to  settle  their  respective  claims. 
It  became  manifest,  at  an  early  hour  of  the  late 
negotiations,  that  any  attempt,  for  the  time  being, 
satistactorily  to  determine  those  rights,  would  lead 
to  a  protracted  discussion,  which  might  embrace 
in  its  failure  other  more  pressing  matters;  and  the 
Executive  did  not  regard  it  as  proper  to  waive  all 
the  advantages  of  an  nonorable  adjustmeiu  of  other 
difficulties  of  great  magnitude  and  importance,  be- 
cause this,  not  so  immediately  pressing,  stood  in 
the  way.  Although  the  difficulty  referred  to  may 
not,  for  several  y^ars  to  come,  involve  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries,  yet  I  shall  not  delay  to  urge  on 
Great  Britam  the  importance  of  its  early  settle- 
ment. Nor  will  other  matters  of  commercial  im- 
Eortanee  to  the  two  countries  be  overlooked;  and  I 
ave  good  rea.son  to  believe  that  it  will  comport 
with  the  policy  of  England,  as  it  does  with  that  of 
the  United  Stales,  to  seize  upon  this  moment,  when 
most  of  the  causes  of  irritation  have  pasi^ed  away, 
to  cement  the  peace  and  amity  of  the  two  countries, 
by  wisely  removing  all  grounds  of  probable  future 
collision. 

With  the  other  powers  of  Europe  our  relations 
coptinue  on  the  most  amicable  footing.  Treaties 
now  existing  with  them  should  be  rigidly  observed; 
and  every  opportunity,  compatible  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Uoited  States,  should  be  seized  upon  to 
enlarge  the  basis  of  commercial  intercourse.  Peace 
with  all  the  world  is  the  true  fonndaiion  of  our 
policy,  which  can  only  be  rendered  permanent  by 
the  practice  of  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  all. 
Our  great  desire  should  be  to  enter  only  into  that 
rivalry  which  looks  to  the  general  good,  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  sciences,  the  enlargement  of  the 
field  for  the  exercise  of  the  mechanical  arts,  and 
the  spread  of  commence  (that  great  civilizer)  to 
every  land  and  sea.  Carefully  abstaining  from  in- 
terference in  all  que:$tions  exclusively  referring 
themselves  to  the  political  interests  of  Europe,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  hope  an  equal  exemption  fro.n 
the  interference  of  European  Govern  menus  in  what 
relates  to  the  States  oMhe  American  continent. 

On  the  23d  of  April  last,  the  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  under  the  conven- 
tion with  the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  Ilth  of 
April,  1839,  made  to  the  proper  department  a 
final  report  in  relation  to  the  proceecfings  of  the 
commission.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  total 
amount  awarded  to  the  claimants  by  the  com- 
missioners and  the  umpire  appointed  under  that 
convention,  was  two  million  twenty -six  thou^nnd 
and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  sixty-ei^ht  cent.^.  The 
arbiter  having  considered  that  his  lunctions  were 
required  by  the  convention  to  terminate  at  the 
same  lime  with  those  of  the  commissioners,  return- 
ed to  the  board,  undecided  for  want  of  time,  claims 
which  had  been  allowed  by  the  American  commis- 
sioners, to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  andtwenty- 
cighl  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollais  and 
eighty-eight  cents.  Other  claims,  in  which  the 
amount  sought  to  be  recovered  was  three  million 
three  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  ei^ht  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  five  cents,  were 
submitted  to  the  board  too  late  for  its  consideration. 
The  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico  has 
been  duly  authorized  to  make  demand  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  awards,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
convention,  and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  12th  of  June,  1840.  He  has  also  been 
instructed  to  communicaio  to  that  Government  the 
expectations  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  those  claims  which  were  not 
disposed  of  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
vention, and  all  others  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Mexican  Government.  He  has 
also  been  furnLshed  with  other  iiistruciions,  to  be 
followed  by  him  in  case  the  Government  of  Mexico 
should  not  find  itself  in  a  condition  to  make  pres- 


ent  payment  of  the  amount  of  the  awards,  in  specie 
or  iis  equivalent. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  information 
which  is  esteemed  favorable,  both  to  a  just  satis- 
faction of  the  awards,  and  a  reasonable  provision 
for  other  'claims,  has  been  recently  received  from 
Mr.  Thompson,  the  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
who  has  promptly  and  efficiently  executed  the  in- 
structions of  his  Grovernment  in  regard  to  this  im- 
portant subject. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  accom* 
panied  the  late  Texan  expedition  to  Santa  Fe,  and 
who  were  wrongfully  taken  and  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  in  Mexico,  have  all  been  liberated. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the 
Department  of  State  and  the  Mexican  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  upon  the  complaint  of  Mexico 
that  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  permitted 
to  give  aid  to  the  inhabitants  of  Texas  in  the  war 
existing  between  her  and  that  republic.  Copies  of 
this  correspondence  are  herewith  communicated  to 
Congress^'  together  with  copies  of  letters  on  the 
same  subject^  addressed  to  the  diplomatic  corpt«at 
Mexico,  by  the  American  Minister  and  the  Mexi- 
can Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  reciprocate  the 
mission  of  the  United  States  to  that  Government, 
by  accrediting  to  this  a  minister  of  the  same  rank 
as  that  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States  in 
Mexico.  From  the  circumstances  connected  \u*th 
this  mission,  favorable  results  are  anticipated  from 
it.  It  is  so  obviously  for  the  interest  of^both  coun- 
tries, as  neighbors  and  friends,  that  all  just  causes  of 
mutual  dissatisfaction  should  be  removed,  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped  neither  will  omit  or  delay  the  employ- 
ment or  any  practicable  and  honorable  means  to 
accomplish  that  end. 

The  affairs  pending  between  this  Government 
and  several  others  of  the  States  of  this  hemisphere 
formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  have  again, 
within  the  past  year,  been  materially  obstructea 
by  the  military  revolutions  and  conflicts  in  those 
countries. 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Ecuador,  of  the  13th  of 
June,  1839,  have  been  exchanged,  and  that  instru- 
ment has  been  duly  promulgated  on  the  part  of  thi^ 
Government.  Copies  are  now  communicated  to 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  enable  that  body  to  make 
such  changes  in  the  laws  applicable  to  our  inter- 
course with  that  Republic  as  may  be  deemed  re- 
quisite. 

Provision  has  been  made  by  the  Grovernment  of 
Chili  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  on  account  of 
the  illegal  detention  of  the  brig  Warrior  at  Coquim- 
bo,  in  18"20.  This  Government  has  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  other  claims  of  our  citizens  against  Chili 
will  be  liastened  to  a  final  and  satisfactory  close. 

The  empire  of  Brazil  has  not  been  altogether 
exempt  from  those  convulsions  which  so  constant- 
ly afflict  the  neighboring  republics.  Disturbances 
which  recently  oroke  out  are,  however,  now  un- 
understood  to  be  qpieted.  But  these  occurrences, 
by  threatening  the  s  ability  of  fhe  Governments,  or 
by  causing  incessant  and  violent  changes  in  them, 
or  in  the  persons  who  administer  them,  tend  great- 
ly to  retard  provisions  for  a  just  indemnity  for  loss- 
es and  injuries  suffered  by  individual  subjects  or 
citizens  of  other  States.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  feel  it  to  be  its  duty,  however,  to 
con«;ent  to  no  delay,  not  unavoidable,  in  making 
satisfaction  for^  wrcngs  and  injuries  sustained  by 
its  own  citizens.  Many  years  having,  in  some 
cases,  elapsed,  a  decisive  and  effectual  course  of 
proceeding  will  be  demanded  of  the  respective 
Governments  against  whom  claims  have  been  pre- 
ferred. 

The  vexatious,  harassing,  and  expensive  war 
which  so  long  prevailed  with  the  Indian  tribes  in- 
habiting the  peninsula  of  Florida,  has  happily  been 
terminated;  whereby  our  army  has  been  relieved 
from  a  service  of  the  most  disag^reeable  character, 
and  the  treasury  from  a  large  expenditure.  Some 
casual  outbreaks  may  occur,  such  as  are  incident 
to  the  close  proximity  of  border  settlers  and  the 
Indians;  but  tnese,  as  m  all  otKer  cases,  may  be  lefl 
to  the  care  of  the  local  authorities,  aided,  when 
occasion  may  require,  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
Stales.  A  sufficient  number  of  troops  will  be 
maintained  in  Florida,  so  long  as  the  remotest  ap- 
prehensions T)f  danger  shall  exist;  yet  their  duties 
willbelimitedraiher  to  the  garrisoningof  the  neces- 
sary posts,  than  to  the  maintenance  of  active  hostili- 
ties. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  territory,  so  long  re- 
tarded in  its  growth,  will  now  speedily  recover 


from  the  evils  incident  to  a  protracted  war,  exhib- 
iting, in  the  increased  amount  of  its  rich  produc- 
tions, true  evidences  of  returning  wealth  and  pros- 
perity. By  the  practice  of  rigid  justice  towarcbi 
the  numerous  Indian  tribes  residing  within  otir 
territorial  limits,  and  the  exercise  of  a  pareotal 
vigilance  over  their  interests,  protecting  them 
against  fraud  and  intrusion,  and  at  the  same  lime 
'  using  every  proper  expedient  to  introduce  among 
them  the  arts  of^  civilized  life,  we  may  fondly  hope 
not  only  to  wean  them  from  their  lore  for  war, 
but  to  inspire  them  with  a  love  for  peace  and  all 
its  avocations.  With  several  of  the  tribes,  great 
progress  in  civilizing  them  has  already  been  made. 
The  schoolmaster  and  the  missionary  are  foand 
side  by  side;  and  the  remnants  of  what  were  once 
numerous  and  powerful  nations  may  yet  be  pre- 
served as  the  builders  up  of  a  new  name  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1842,  (excltisive  of  the  amount  deposited  wiih 
the  States,  trust  funds,  and  indemnities,)  was  $230,- 
483  68.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year,  from  ail 
sources,  amount  to  $26,616,593  78;  of  which  more 
than  fourteen  millions  were  received  from  cus- 
toms, and  about  one  million  from  the  public  lands. 
The  receipts  for  the  fourth  quarter  are  estimated  at 
nearly  eight  millions;  of  which  four  millions  are 
expected  from  customs,  and  three  millions  and  a 
half  from  loans  and  treasury  notes.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  first  three  qnartersof  the  present  year 
exceed  twenty-six  millions,  and  those  estimated  for 
the  fourth  quarter  amount  to  about  eight  millions; 
and  it  is  anticipated  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of 
half  a  million  on  the  1st  January  next;  hut  that  the 
amount  of  outstanding  warrants  (estimated  at  S800.- 
000)  will  leave  an  actual  balance  of  about  $2*^,000 
in  the  treasury.  Among  the  expenditures  of  the 
year,  are  more  than  eight  millions  for  the  public 
debt,  and  $600,000  on  account  of  the  distribution  to 
.  the  Stales  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  [public 
lands. 

The  present  tariff  of  duties  was  somewhat  has- 
tily and  hurriedly  passed  near  the  close  of  the  late 
session  of  Congress.  That  it  should  have  defecls, 
can,  therefore,  be  surprising  to  no  one.  To  rem- 
edy such  defects  as  may  be  found  to  exist  in  many 
of  its  numerous  provisions,  will  not  fail  to  claim 
your  serious  attention.  It  may  well  merit  in- 
quiry, whether  the  exaction  of  all  duties  in  cash 
does  not  call  for  the  introduction  of  a  system 
which  has  proved  highly  beneficial  in  countries 
where  it  has  been  adopted.  I  refer  to  the  ware- 
housing system.  The  first  and  most  prominent 
effect  which  it  would  produce,  would  be  to  protect 
the  market  alike  agaiast  redundant  or  deficient 
supplies  of  foreign  fabrics;  both  of  which,  in  the 
long  run,  are  injuriousi^s  well  to  the  manufactu- 
rer as  to  the  importer.  The  quantity  of  goods  iu 
store  being  at  all  times  readily  known,  it  wonld  en- 
able the  importer,  with  an  approach  to  accuracy,  to 
ascertain  tne  actual  wants  of  the  market,  and  to 
regulate  himself  accordingly.  If,  however,  he 
should  fall  into  error,  by  importing  an  excess  above 
the  public  wants,  he  could  readily  correct  its  evils 
by  availing  himself  of  the  benefits  and  advantages 
ot  the  system  thus  established.  In  the  storehouse, 
the  goods  imported  would  await  the  demands  of 
the  market;  and  their  issues  would  be  governed  by 
the  fixed  principles  of  demand  and  supply.  Thn« 
an  appn^ximation  would  be  made  to  a  steadiness 
and  uniformity  of  price,  which,  if  attainable,  would 
conduce  to  the  decided  advantage  of  mertanuie 
and  mechanical  operations. 

The  apprehension  may  be  well  entertained,  that, 
without  something  to  ameliorate  the  rigor  of  cash 
payments,  the  entire  import  trade  may  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  wealthy  capitalists  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe.  The  small  importer,  who  requires 
all  the  money  he  can  raise  for  investments  abroad, 
and  who  can  but  ill  afford  to  pay  the  lowest  duty, 
would  have  to  subduct  in  advance  a  portion  of  his 
funds,  in  order  to  pay  the  duties,  and  would  lo»e 
the  interest  upon  the  amount  thus  paid  for  ail  the 
time  the  goods  might  remain  unsold;  which  might 
absorb  his  profits.  The  rich  capitalist  abroad,  as 
well  as  at  home,  would  thus  possess,  after  a  short 
time,  an  almost  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  impon 
trade;  and  laws  designed  for  the  benefit  of  all, 
would  thus  operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  few— a  re- 
sult wholly  uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of  .our  in- 
stitutions, and  anti-republican  in  all  ib«  tendencies. 
The  warehousing  system  would  enable  the  import- 
er to  watch  the  market,  and  to  select  his  own  tm 
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for  offering  hid  foods  for  sale.  A  profitable  por- 
tion of  the  carrying  trade  in  articles  entered  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback,  mostiClsobe  most  seriously 
affected,  iviihout  the  adoption  of  some  expedient  to 
relieve  the  cash  system.  The  warehousing  sys- 
tem^ woold  afford  that  relief,  since  the  carrier 
'would  have  a  safe  recourse  to  the  public  store- 
houses, and  nughi,  without  advancing  the  duty,  re- 
ship  within  soode  reasonable  period  to  foreign  ports. 
A  farther  effect  of  the  measure  woald  be  to  super- 
sede the  system  of  drawbacks,  thereby  effectually 
protecting  the  Government  against  iraud,  as  the 
right  of  debenture  would  not  attacb  to  goods  aAer 
their  withdrawal  from  the  public  stores. 
in  revising  the  exvoing  tariff  of  duties,  should 

?oa  deem  it  proper  to  do  so  at  your  present  session, 
can  only  repeat  the  suggestions  ana  recommenda- 
tions which,  upon  several  occasions,  I  have  here- 
tofore felt  it  to  be  mv  duty  to  offer  to  Congress. 
The  great  primary  and  controlling  interest  of  the 
American  people  is  union;  union,  not  only  in  the 
mere  forms  of  government — forms  which  may  be 
broken— but  union  founded  in  an  attachment,  of 
Slates  and  individuals  for  each  other.  This  union 
in  sentiment  and  feeling  can  only  be  preserved  by 
the  adoption  of  that  course  of  policy  which,  nei- 
ther giving  exclusive  benefits  to  some,  nor  impos- 
ing nnnece^sary  burdens  upon  others,  shall  consult 
the  interests  of  all,  by  pursuing  a  course  of  moder- 
ation, and  thereby  seeking  to  harmonize  public 
opinion,  and  causing  the  people  everywhere  to  feel 
and  to  know  that  the  Government  is  careful  of  the 
interests  of  all  alike.  Nor  is  there  any  subject  in 
regard  to  which  moderation,  connected  with  a 
wise  discrimination,  is  more  necessary  than  in  the 
imposition  of  duties  on  imports.  Whether  refer- 
ence be  had  to  revenue -4he  primary  objtct  in 
the  imposition  of  taxes— or  to  tne  incidents  which 
necessarily  flow  from  their  imposition,  this  is  en- 
tirely true.  Extravagant  duties  defeat  their  end 
and  object,  not  only  by  exciting  in  the  public  mind 
an  hostility  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  but  by 
inducing  a  system  of  smuggling  on  an  extensive 
aeale,  and  the  practice  of  every  manner  of  fraud 
npoD  the  revenue,  which  the  utmost  vigiliance  of 
Grovemment  cannot  effectually  suppress.  An  opi 
posiie  course  of  policy  would  be  attended  by  re- 
sults essentially  different,  of  which  every  interes- 
of  society — and  none  more  than  those  of  the  manu- 
facturer—  would  reap  important  advantages. 
Among  the  most  striking  of  its  benefits  would 
be  that  derived  from  the  general  acquiescence  of 
the  country  in  its  support,  and  the  consequent 
permanency  and  stability  which  would  be  given 
to  all  the  operations  of  industry.  It  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated,  that  no  system  of  legislation  can 
be  wise,  which  is  fluctuating  and  uncertain.  ^No 
interest  can  thrive  under  it.  The  prudent  capi- 
talist will  never  adventure  his  capital  in  manu- 
facturing establishments,  or  in  any  other  leading 
pursuit  of  life,  if  there  exists  a  state  of  uncer- 
tainty as  to  whether  the  Government  will  repeal 
to-morrow  what  it  has  enaoted  to-day.  Fitful 
profits,  however  high,  if  threatened  with  a  ruinous 
reduction  by  a  vacillating  policy  on  the  part  of 
Government,  will  scarcely  tempt  him  to  trust  the 
money  which  he  has  acquired  by  a  life  of  labor 
upon  the  uncertain  adventure.  I,  therefore,  in  the 
spirit  of  conciliation,  and  influenced  by  no  other 
desire  than  to  rescue  the  great  interests  of  the 
country  from  the  vortex  of  political  contention, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  so!emn  du- 
ties of  the  place  which  I  now  occupy,  recbm- 
m'end  moderate  duties,  imposed  with  a  wise.dis- 
erimmation  as  to  their  several  objed.";,  as  being 
not  only  most  likely  to  be  durable,  but  most  advan- 
tageous to  every  interest  of  society. 

T*be  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment exhibits  a  very  full  and  satisfactory  account 
of  the  various  and  important  interests  committed 
to  the  charge  of  that  officer.  It  is  particularly 
gratifying  to  find  that  the  expenditures  for  the  mili- 
tary service  are  greatly  reduced  in  amount;  that  a 
strict  system  of  economy  has  been  introduced  into 
the  service,  and  the  abases  o^  past  years  greatly 
reformed.  The  fortifications  on  our  maritime 
frontier  have  been  prosecuted  with  much  vigor, 
and  at  many  points  our  defences  are  in  a  very  con- 
siderable state  of  forwardness.  1  he  suggestions 
in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  means  of  com- 
munication with  our  terriiories  on  the  Pacific,  and 
to  the  surreys  so  essential  to  a  knowledg^e  of  the 
resources  of  the  intermediate  country,  are  entitled 
to  the  most  favorable  consideration.  While  1 
woiild  propose  nothing  inconsistent  with  friendly 
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negotiations  to  settle  the  extent  of  our  claims  in 
that  region,  yet  a  prudent  forecast  poipts  out  the 
necestiiiy  of  such  measures  as  may  enable  us  to 
maintain  our  rights.  The  arrangements  made  for 
preserving  our  neutral  relations  on  the  boundary 
between  us  and  Texas,  and  keeping  in  check  the 
Indians  in  that  quarter,  will  be  mamtained  so  long 
as  circumstances  may  require. 

For  several  years  angry  contentions  have  grown 
out  of  the  disposition  directed  by  law  to  be  made  of 
the  mineral  lands  held  by  the  uovernment  in  seve- 
ral of  the  Stales-  The  Government  is  constituted 
the  landlord,  and  the  citizens  of  the  States  wherein 
lie  the  lands  are  its  tenants.  The  relation  is  an 
unwise  one;  and  it  would  be  much  more  conducive 
to  the  public  interest  that  a  sale  of  the  lands  should 
be  made,  than  that  they  should  remain  in  their 
present  condition.  The  supply  of  the  ote  would 
be  more  abundantly  and  certainly  furnished  when 
to  be  drawn  from  the  enterprise  and  the  industry 
of  the  proprietor,  than  under  the  present  system. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Secretary  in  regard 
to  the  improvements  of  the  Western  waters,  and 
certain  prominent  harbors  on  the  lakes,  merit,  and 
I  doubt  not  will  receive,  your  serious  attention. 
The  great  importance  of  these  subjects  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  extensive  region  referred  to,  and  the 
security  of  the  whole  country  in  time  of  war,  can- 
not escape  observation.  The  losses  of  life  and 
property  which  annually  occur  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  alone,  because  of  the  dangerous 
obstructions  m  the  river,  make  a  loud  demand 
upon  Congress  for  the  adoption  of  efficient  meas- 
ures for  their  removal.  • 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  *he  Navy  will 
bring  you  acquainted  with  that  important  branch 
of  the  public  defences.  Considering  the  already 
vast  and  daily  increasing  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, apart  from  the  exposure  to  hostile  inroad  of 
an  extended  seaboard,  all  that  relates  to  the  navy  is 
calculated  to  excite  particular  attention.  What- 
ever-tends  to  add  to  its  efficiency,  without  entail- 
ing unnecessary  charges  upon  the  treasury,  is  well 
worthy  of  your  serious  consideration.'  It  will  be 
seen,  that  while  an  appropriation  exceeding  by  more 
than  a  million  the  appropriations  of  the  pre>ent 
year,  is  asked  by  the  Secretary,  yet  that,  in  this 
sura,  is  proposed  to  be  included  ^400,000  for  the 
purchase  of  clothing,  which,  when  once  expend- 
ed, will  be  annually  reimbursed  by  the  sale  of  the 
clothes,  and  will  thus  constitute  a  perpetual  fund, 
without  any  new  appropriation  to  the  same  object. 
To  this  may  also  be  added  $50,000  asked  to  cover 
the  arrearages  of  past  years,  and  8250,000  in  order 
to  maintain  a  competent  squadron  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  all  of  which,  when  deducted,  will  reduce 
the  expenditures  nearly  within  the  limits  of  those 
of  the  current  year.  While,  however,  the  expen- 
ditures will  thus  remain  very  nearly  the  same  as 
of  the  antecedent  year,  it  is  proposed  to  add  greatly 
to  the  o'perations  of  the  marine,  and,  in  lieu  of 
only  twenty-five  ships  in  commission,  and  but  little 
in  the  way  of  building,  to  keep,  with  the  same  ex- 
penditure, forty-one  vessels  afloat,  and  to  build 
twelve  ships  of^a  small  class. 

A  strict  system  of  accountability  is  established, 
and  great  pains  are  taken  to  insure  industry, 
fidelity,  ana  economy  in  every  department  of  duty. 
Experiments  have  been  institutect  to  test  the  qual- 
ity of  various  inalerials,  (particularly  copper,  iron, 
and  coal,)  so  as  to  prevent  fraud  and  imposition. 

It  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  that  the  great  point  which,  for  several 
years,  has  been  so  much  desired,  has,  during  the 
current  year,  been  fully  accomplished.  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  department  for  the  current  year 
nave  been  brought  within  its  income,  without  les- 
sening its  general  usefulness.  Tbefib  has  been  an 
increase  of  revenue  equal  to  $166,000  for  the  year 
1842  over  that  of  1841,  without,  as  it  is  believed, 
any  addition  having  been  made  to  the  number  of 
letters  and  newspapers  transmitted  through  the 
mails.  The  Post  Office  laws  have  been  honestly 
administered,  and  fidelity  has  been  observed  in  ac- 
counting for,  and  paying  over  by  the  subordinates 
of  the  department,  the  moneys  which  have  been 
received.  For  the  detai's  of^  the  service,  I  refer 
you  to  the  report. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  exhibition  thus  made  of 
the  condition  of  the  public  administration  Will  ^^erve 
to  convince  you  that  every  proper  aiteniirn  has  been 
paid  to  the  interests  of  the  country  by  those  who 
havc*  been  called  to  the  Keads  ofihedifferpnt  depart- 
ments. The  reduction  in  the  annual  expenditures 
of  the  Government  already  accomplished,  furnishes 


a  sure  evidence  that  economy  in  the  application  of 
the  public  moneys  is  regarded  as  a  paramount 
duty. 

At  peace  wiili  all  the  world— the  personal  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen  sacredly  maintained,  and  his 
rights  secured  under  political  institutions  deriving 
all  their  authority  from  the  direct  sanction  cf  the 
people — with  a  soil  fertile  almost  beyond  example, 
and  a  country  blei<sed  with  every  diversity  of  cli- 
mate and  production,  what  remains  to  be  done  in 
order  to  advance  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
such  a  peoplel  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  this 
inquiry  could  readily  be  answered.  The  best  that 
probably  could  be  done  for  a  people  inhabiting  such 
a  country,  would  be  to  fortify  their  peace  and  se- 
curity in  the  prosecution  of  their  various  pursuits, 
by  guarding  them  against  invasion  from  without, 
and  violence  from  within.  The  rest,  for  the  greater 
part,  might  be  lefl  to  their  o^i^p  energy  and  enter- 
prise. The  chief  embarrassments  which,  at  the 
moment,  exhibit  themselves,  have  arisen  from  over- 
action;  and  the  most  difficult  task  which  remains 
to  be  accomplished  is  that  of  correcting  and  over- 
coming its  efi*ects.  Between  the  years  1833  and 
1838,  additions  were  made  to  bank  capital  and 
bank  issues,  in  the  form  of  notes  designee!  for  cir- 
culation, to  an  extent  enormously  great.  The  ques- 
tion seemed  to  be,  not  how  the  best  currency 
could  be  provided,  but  in  what  manner  the  great- 
est amount  of  bank  pnper  could  be  put  in  circula- 
tion. Thus,  a  vast  amount  of  what  was  called 
money — since,  for  the  time  being,  it  answered  the 
purposes  of  money — was  thrown  upon  the  country; 
an  over-issue  which  was  attended,  as  a  necessary- 
consequence,  by  an  extravagant  increase  of  the 
prices  of  all  articles  of  property,  the  spread  of  a 
speculative  mania  all  over  the  country,  and  has 
finally  ended  in  a  general  indebtedness  on  the 
part  of  States  and' individuals,  the  prostration  of 
public  aiKl  private  credit,  a  depreciation  in  the 
market  valae  of  real  and  personal  estate,  and 
has  left  large  dl«(tricts  of  country  almost  en- 
tirely without  any  circulating  medium.  In  view 
of  the  fact  thai,  in  1830,  tne  .whole  bank-note 
circulation  within  the  United  States  amounted 
to  but  $61,323,898,  according  to  the  Treasury 
statements,  and  that  an  addition  had  been  made 
thereto  of  the  enormous  sum  of  $88,000,000 
in  seven  year.s,  (the  circulation  on  the  1st  January, 
1837,  being  stated  at  $149,185,890,)  aided  by  the 
great  facilities  affi^rded  in  obtaining  loans  from 
European  cap{tali8t.s,  who  were  seized  with  the 
same  speculative  mania  which  prevailed  in  the 
United  Slates — and  the  large  importations  of  funds 
from  abroad,  the  result  of  stock  sales  and  loans — 
no  one  can  b?  surprised  at  the  apparent,  but  unsub- 
stantial, state  of  prosperity  which  everywhere  pre- 
vailed over  the  land;  and  while  little  cause  of  sur- 
prise should  be  felt  at  the  present  prostration  of  ev- 
erything, and  the  ruin  which  has  befallen  so  many 
of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  sudden  withdrawal 
from  circulation  of  so  large  an  amount  of  bank  is- 
sues since  1837 — exceeding,  as  is  believed,  the 
amount  added  to  the  paper  currency  for  a  similar 
period  antecedent  to  1837 — it  ceases  to  be  a  matter 
of  astonishment  that  such  extensive  shipwreck 
should  have  been  made  of  private  fortunes,  or  that 
difficuliies  should  exist  in  meeting  their  engage- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  debtor  States.  Apart  from 
which,  if  there  be  taken  into  account  the  immense 
losses  sustained  in  the  dishonor  of  numerous  banks, 
it  is  less  a  matter  of  surprise  that  insolvency  should 
have  visited  many  of  our  fellow-citizens,  than  thai 
so  many  should  have  escaped  the  blighting  influ- 
ences of  the  times. 

In  the  solemn  conviction  of  these  truths,  and 
with  an  ardent  desire  to  meet  the  pressing  necessi- 
ties of  the  country,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  doty  to  cause 
to  be  submitted  lo  you,  at  the  commencement  of 
your  late  session,  the  plan  of  an  Exchequer;  the 
whole  power  and  duty  of  maintaining  which,  in 
purity  and  vigor,  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of.  the  people  and  of  the  States,  and,  there- 
fore, virtually  by  the  people  themselves.  It  was 
proposed  to  place  it  under  the  control  and  direc- 
tion of  a  treasury  board,  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioners, whose  duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  the 
law  of  its  creation  was  faithfully  executed;  and 
that  the  great  end  of  supplying  a  paper  medium  of 
exchange,  at  all  times  coriveriib'e  into  gold  and 
silver,  should  be  attained.  The  board,  thus  consti- 
tuted, was  given  as  much  permanency  as  could  be 
imparted  to  it,  without  endangering  the  proper 
share  of  n  .sponsibility  which  should  attach  to  all 
J  public  agents.    In  order  to  insure  all  the  advan< 
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tages  of  a  well-matured  experience,  tbe  commis- 
sioners were  to  hold  their  offices  for  the  respective 
periods  of  two,  four,  and  six  years;  ihereby  secu- 
mg,  at  all  times,  in  the  management  oi  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  services  of  two  men  of  experience; 
and  to  place  them  in  a  condition  to  exercise  perfect 
independence  of  mind  and  action,  it  was  provided 
that  their  removal  should  only  lake  place  for  ac- 
tual incapacity  or  infidelity  to  the  trust,  and  to  be 
followed  by  the  Presideai  with  an  exposition  of 
the  causes  of  such  removal,  should  it  occur.  It 
'was  proposed  to  establish  subordinate  boards  in  each 
of  the  States,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  limit- 
ations of  the  power  of  removal,  which,  with  the  cen- 
tral board,  should  receive,  safely  keep, and  disburse 
the  public  moneys;  and  in  order  to  furnish  a  sound 
paper  medium  of  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should 
retain  of  the  revenue?  ot  the  Gruvernmentasumnol 
to  exceed  S5,0()0,000  in  specie,  to  be  set  anart  as  re- 
quired by  its  operations,  and  to  pay  the  pnblic 
creditor,  at  his  own  option,  either  in  specie,  or  treas- 
ury notes  of  denominations  not  less  than  five,  nor 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  which  notes  should 
be  redeemed  at  the  several  places  of  issue,  and  to 
be  receivable  at  all  times  and  everywhere  in  pay- 
ment of  Government  dues;  with  a  restraint  upon 
such  is§ue  of  bills,  that  the  same  should  not  ex- 
ceed the  maximum  of  S  15,000,000.  In  order  to 
guard  against  all  the  hazards  incident  to  fluctua- 
tions in  trade,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
invested  with  authority  to  issue  $5,000,000  of 
GJbvemment  stock,  should  the  same  at  any  time  be 
regarded  as  necessary,  in  order  to  place  beyond 
hazard  the  prompt  redemption  of  the  bills  which 
might  be  thrown  into  circulation:  thus,  in  fact, 
maKing  the  is'sue  of  SI  5,000,000  of  exchequer  bills 
rest  substantially  on  S10,0(K),000;  and  keeping  in 
circulation  never  more  than  one  and  one-half  dol- 
lar for  every  dollar  in  specie.  When  to  this  it  is 
added  that  the  bills  are  not  only  everywhere  re- 
ceivable in  Government  dues,  but  that  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  would  be  bound  for  their  ultimate 
redemption,  no  rational  doubt  can  exist  that  the 
paper  which  the  Exchequer  would  furnish  would 
readily  enter  «into  general  circulation,  and  be  main- 
tained at  all  times  at  or  above  par  with  g^ld  and 
silver;  ihereby  realizing  the  great  want  of  the 
age,  and  fulfilling  the  wishes  of  the  people.  In 
order  to  reimburse  the  Government  the  expenses 
of  the  plan,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the  Ex- 
chequer with  the  limited  authority  to  deal  in  bills 
of  exchange,  (unless  prohibited  by  the  State  in 
which  an  agency  might  be  si[uared,)  having  only 
thirty  days  to  run,  and  resting  on  a  fair  and  tfona 
Ude  basis.  The  legislative  will  on  this  point  might 
be  so  plainly  announced,  as  to  avoid  all  pretext  for 
partiality  or  favoritism.  It  was  furthermore  pro- 
posed to  invest  this  Treasury  agent  with  authority  to 
receive  on  deposite,  to  a  limited  amount,  the  specie 
funds  of  individua's,  and  to  grant  certificates  there- 
for, to  be  redeemed  on  presentation,  under  the  idea 
(which  is  believed  to  be  well  founded)  that  such 
certificates  would  come  in  aid  of  the  exchequer 
bills  in  supplying  a  safe  and  ample  paper  circula- 
tion. Or,  if  in  place  of  the  contemplated  dealings 
in  exchange,  the  Exchequer  should  be  authorized 
not  only  to  exchange  its  bills  for  actual  deposites  of 
specie,  but  for  specie  or  its  equivalents  to  sell  draTis, 
cnargmg  therefor  a  small  but  reasonable  preniium, 
I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  benefits  of  the  law  would 
be  speedily  manifested  in  the  revival  of  the  credit, 
trade,  and  business  of  the  whole  country.  Enter- 
taining this  opinion,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  urge 
its  adoption  upon  Congress,  by  reft-rence  lo  the 
strongest  considerations  of  the  public  interests,  with 
such  alterations  in  its  details  as  Congress  may  in 
its  wisdom  see  fit  to-make. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  proposed  alterniiou  and 
amendmentof  the  laws  establishing  the  Treasury 
Department  has  encountered  various  objections; 
ana  that,  among  others,  it  has  been  proclaimed  a 
Grovernment  bank  of  fearful  and  dangerous  im- 
port. It  is  proposed  lo  confer  upon  it  no  extraor- 
dinary powers.  It  purports  to  do  no  more  than  pay 
the  debts  of  the  Government  with  the  redeemable 
paper  of  the  Government;  in  which  respect,  it  ac- 
complishes precisely  what  the  Treasury  does  daily 
at  this  time— in  issuing  to  the  public  creditors  the 
treasury  notes,  which,  under  law,  it  is  authorized  to 
issue.  It  has  no  resemblance  to  an  ordinary  bank, 
as  it  furnishes  no  profits  to  private  stockholders, 
and  lends  no  capital  to  individuals.  'If  it  be  ob- 
jected 10  as  a  Government  bank,  and  the  objection 
be  available,  then  should  all  the  laws  in  relation 
lo  the  Treasury  be  repealed,  and  the  capacity  of 


the  Government  to  collect  what  is  due  to  it,  or  pay 
•what  it  owes,  be  abrogated. 

This  is  the  chief  purpose  of  the  proposed  Ex- 
chequer, and  surely,  if,  in  the  accomplishment  of  a 
purpose  so  essential,  it  affords  a  sound  circulating 
medium  to  the  country  and  facilities  to  trade,  it 
should  be  regarded  as  no  slight  recommendation 
of  it  to  public  consideration.  Properly  guarded  by 
the  provisions  of  law,  it  can  run  into  no  dangerous 
evil;  nor  can  any  abuse  arise  under  it,  but  such  as 
the  Legislature  itself  will  be  answerable  for,  if  it  be 
tolerated;  since  it  is  but  the  creature  of  the  law,  and 
is  susceptible  at  all  times  of  modification,  amend- 
ment, or  repeal,  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  I 
know  that  it  has  been  objected  that  the  svstem 
would  be  liable  to  be  abased  by  the  Legislature 
— by  whom  alone  it  cou'd  be  abused — in  the  par- 
ty conflicts  of  the  day;  that  such  abuse  would 
manifest  itself  in  a  change  of  the  law,  which 
would  authorize  an  excessive  issue  of  paper  for 
the  purpose  of  inflating  prices  and  winning  pop- 
ular favor.  To  that  it  may  be  answered, 
that  the  ascription  of  such  a  motive  to  Congress  is 
.altogether  gratuitous  and  inadmissible.  The  the- 
ory of  our  institutions  would  lead  us  to  a  different' 
conclusion.  But  a  perfect  security  against  a  pro- 
ceeding so  reckle&s,  would  be  found  to  exist  in  the 
very  nature  of  things.  The  political  party  which 
should  be  so  blind  to  the  true  interests  of  the  coun- 
try as  to  resort  to  such  an  expedient,  would  inevita- 
bly meet  with  a  final  overthrow,  in  the  fact  that, 
the  moment  the  paper  ceased  to  be  convertible  into 
specie,  or  otherwise  promptly  redeemed,  it  would 
become  worthless,  and  would,  in  the  end,  dishonor 
the  Government,  involve  the  people  in  ruin;  and 
such  political  party  in  hopeless  disgrace.  At  the 
same  time,  such  a  view  involves  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  furnishing  any  currency  other  than  that  of 
the  precious  metals;  for,  if  the  GK)vernment  itself 
cannot  forego  the  temptation  of  excessive  paper  is- 
sues, what  reliance  can  be  placed  in  corporations, 
upon  whom  the  temptations  of  individual  ag- 
grandizement would  most  strongly  operate?  The 
people  would  have  to  blame  none  but  themselves 
for  any  injury  that  might  arise  from  a  course  so 
reckless,  since  their  agents  would  be  the  wrongdo- 
ers,  and  they  .the  passive  spectators. 

There  can  be  but  three  kinds  of  public  currency: 
1st.  Gold  and  silver,  2d.  The  paper  of  State  insti- 
tutions; or,  3d.  A  representative  of  the  precious 
metals,  provided  by  the  General  Government,  or 
under  its  authority.  The  sub-treasury  system  re- 
jected the  last,  in  any  form;  and,  as  it  was  believed 
that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  issues  of  lo- 
^cal  institutions,  for  the  purposes  of  general  circu- 
lation, it  necessarily  and  unavoidably  adopted  spe- 
cie as  the  exclusive  currency  for  its  ownMse.  A  nd 
this  must  ever  be  the  case,  unless  one  of  the  other 
kinds  be  used.  The  choice,  in  the  present  stale  of 
public  sentiment,  lies  between  an  exclusive  specie 
currency  on  the  one  hand,  and  Government  is^^ues 
of  some  kind  on  the  other.  That  these  issues  can- 
not be  made  by  a  chartered  institution,  is  supposed 
to  be  conclusively  settled.  They  must  be  made, 
then,  directly  by  Government  agents.  For  several 
yearspast,  they  have  been  thus  made  in  the  form  of 
treasury  notes,  and  have  answered  a  valuable  pur- 
pose. Their  uselulness  has  been  limited  by  tneir 
neing  transient  and  temporary;  their  ^easing  to 
bear  interest  at  given  periods,  necessarily  causes 
their  speedy  return,  and  thus  restricts  their  range 
of  circulation;  and  being  used  only  in  the  disburse- 
ments of  Government,  they  cannot  rrach  tha«e 
points  where  they  are  most  required.  By  render- 
ing their  use  permanent,  lo  the  moderate  extent 
already  mentioned,  by  offering  no  inducement  for 
their  return^nd  by  exchanging  them  for  coin  and 
other  values,  they  will  constitute,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  general  currency  so  much  needed  to  main- 
tain the  internal  trade  of  the  country.  And  this  is 
the  Exchequer  plan,  so  far  as  it  may  operate  in 
furnishing  a  currency. 

I  cannot  forego  the  occasion  to  urge  its  impor* 
tance  to  the  credit  of  the  Government  in  a  financial 
point  of  view.  The  great  necessity  of  resorting  to 
every  proper  and  becoming  expedient,  in  order  to 
place  the  treasury  on  a  footing  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability, is  entirely  obvious.  The  credit  of  the 
Government  raa)r  be  regarded  as  the  very  soul  of 
the  Government  iLself— a  principle  of  vitality,  with- 
out which  all  its  movements  are  languid,  and 
all  its  operations  eraKarrassed.  In  this  -spirit 
the  Executive  felt  itself  bound,  by  the  most  im- 
perative sense  of  duty,  to  submit  to  Congress,  at 
its  last  session  J  the  propriety  of  making  a  specific 
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pledge  of  the  land  fund,  as  the  basis  for  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  loans  authorized  to  be  contracted. .  I 
then  thought  that  such  an  application  of  the  public 
domain   would,  without  doubt,  have  placed  at  the 
command  of  the  Government  ample  fonds  (o  re- 
lieve the  treasury  from  the  temporary  embarrass- 
VKnts  under.which  it  labored.  Ameiicao  credit  had 
suffered  a  considerable  shock  in  Europe,  from  the 
large  indebtedness  of  the  States,  and  the  lemporaiy 
inability  of  some  of  them  to  meet  the  interest  on 
their  debts.  The  utter  and  disastrous  prostration  of 
the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  had  contrib- 
uted largely  to  increase  the  sentiment  of  distrust, 
by  reason  of  the  loss  and  n|in  sustained'  by  the 
holders  of  its  stock— a  large  portion  of  whom  were 
foreigners,  and   many   of  whom  were  alike  ig- 
norant of  our  political  organization,  and  of  oar 
actual  responsibilities.     It  was   the  anxious  de- 
sire of  the   Executive  that,  in  the  effort  to  nego- 
tiate the  loan  abroad,   the  American   negotiator 
might  be   able   to  point  the  money-lender  to  the 
fund  mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  prin- 
cipal  and   interest  of  any  loan   he  might  con- 
tract, and  thereby  vindicate  the  Government  from 
all  suspicion  of  bad  faith,  or  inability  to  meet  its 
engagements.    Congress  differed  from  the  Execu- 
tive in  this  view  of  the  subject     It  became,  never- 
thele&s,  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  resort  to  every 
expedient  in  its  power  to  negotiate  the  authorized 
loan.    After  a  failure  to  do  so  in  the  American 
market,  a  citizen  of  high  character  and  talent  ^ms 
sent  to  Europe — with  no  better  success;  and  thus 
the  mortifying  spectacle  has  been  presented,  of  the 
inability  of  this  Government  to  obtain  a  loan  8o 
small  as  not  in  the  whole  to  amount  to  more  than 
one-fourth  of  its  ordinary  annual  income;  at  a 
time  when  the  Governments  of  Europe,  although 
involved  in  debt,  and  with  their  sabjecls  heavily 
burdened  with  taxation,  readily  obtain  loans  of  any 
amount  at  a  greatly  reduced  rate  of  interest,   it 
would  be  unprofitable  to  look  farther  into  this 
anomalous  state  of  things;  but  I  cannot  conclude 
without  adding,  that,  for  a  Government  which  h&^ 
paid  off  its  debts  of  two  wars  with  the  largest 
maritime  power  of  Europe,  and  now  owmg  a  debt 
which  is  almost  next  to  nothing,  when  compared 
with  its  boundless  resources — a  Gtovemmeot  the 
strongest  in  the  world,  because  emanating  from 
the  popular  will,  and  firmly  rooted  in  iheanectious 
of  a  great  and  free  people— and  whose  fidelity  to  its 
engagements  has  never  been  questioned; — forso^ha 
GK)vernment  to  have  tendered  to  the  cap.talisrs  of 
other  countries  an  opportunity  for  a  small  invest- 
ment of  its  stock,  and  yet  to  have  failed,  implies 
either  the  most  uafoundied  distrast  in  its  goodfaiih, 
or  a  purpose,  to  obtain  which  the  course  porsued 
is  the  most  fatal  which  could  have  been  adopted. 
It  has  now  become  obvious    to  all  men  that  the 
Government  must  look  to  its  own  means  for  supply- 
ing its  wants;  and  it  is  consoling  to  know  that  these 
means  are  altogether  adequate  for  the  object.   The 
Exchequer,  if  adopted,  will  greatly  aid  in  bringing 
about  this  result.    Upon  what  I  regard  as  a  well- 
founded  supposition,  that  its  bills  would  be  readily 
sought  for  by  the  public  creditors,  and  that  the  issue 
would,  in  a  short  time,  reach  the  maximum  of 
$15,000,000,  it  is  obvious  that  1^10,000,000  would 
thereby  be  added  to  the  available  means  of  the  treas- 
ury, without  cost  or  charge.    Nor  can  I  fail  to  urge 
the    great   and  beneficial  effects  which  would  be 

froduced  in  aid  of  all  the  active  pursuits  of  life, 
ts  effects  upon  the  solvent  State  banks,  while  it 
would  force  into  liquidation  thofse  of  an  opposite 
character,  through  its  weekly  settlements,  would 
be  highly  beneficial;  and,  with  the  advantages  of  a 
sound  currency,  the  restoration  of  confidence  afid 
credit  would  follow,  with  a  numerous  train  of  bless- 
ings. My  convictions  are  mast  strong  that  these 
benefits  would  flow  from  the  adoption  of  this  meas- 
ure; but,  if  the  result  should  be- adverse,  there  r? 
this  security  in  connexion  with  it — that  the  law 
creating  it  may  be  repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Legislature,  without  the  slightest  implication  of  its 
good  faith. 

I  recommend  to  Congress  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  propriety  of  reimbursing  a  fine  imposed 
on  General  Jackson,  at  New  Orleans,  at  the  lime 
of  the  attack  and  defence  of  that  city,  and  paid 
by  him.  Without  designing  any  reflection  on  the 
judicial  tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine,  there- 
mission  at  this  dav  may  be  regarded  as  not  unjasi 
or  inexpedient.  The  voice  of  the  civil  auihorirr 
was  heard  amidst  the  glitter  of  tfrms,  and  obered 
by  those  who  held  the  sword— thereby  giving  aAfi- 
tional  lustre  t6.a  memorable  militarj'  achievemes^ 
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If-  the  laws  were  offended,  their  majesty  was  fully 
vindicated;  and,  alihougfa  the  penaJty  incurred  and 
paid  is  worthy  of  littl.e  regard  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  it  can  hardly  be  doubled  thai  it  would  be 
gratifying  to  the  war-worn  veteran,  now  in  retire- 
ment and  in  the  winter  of  his  days,  to  be  relieved 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  that  judgment 
placed  him.  There  are  cases  in  which  public  func- 
tionaries maybe  called  on  to  weigrh  the  public  in- 
terest agtinsi  their  own  personal  hazards;  and,  if 
the  civil  law  be  violated  from  praiseworthy  mo- 
tives, or  an  overruling  sense  of  public  danger  and 
public  necessity,  punishment  may  well  be  re- 
strained within  that  limit  which  asserts  and  main- 
tains the  authority  of  the  law,  and  the  subjec- 
tion of  the  military  to  the  civil  power.  The  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans,  while  it  saved  a  city  from 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  placed  the  name  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  among  those  of  the  greatest  captains 
of  the  age,  and  illustrated  one  of  the  brightest  pages 
of  our  history.  Now  that  the  causes  of  excitement 
existing  at  the  time  have  ceased  to  operate,  it  is 
believed  that  the  remission  of  this  fine,  and  what- 
ever of  gratification  that  remission  might  cause  the 
eminent  man  who  incurred  and  paid  it,  would  be 
in  accordance  with  the  general  feeling  and  wishes 
of  the  American  people. 

1  have  thus,  fellow-ciiizens,  acquitted  myself  of 
my  duty  nnder  the  Constitution,  by  laying  before 
you,  as  succinctly  as  I  have  been  able,  the  slate 
of  the  Union,  and  by  inviting  your  attention  to 
measures  of  much  importance  to  the  conmry.  The 
Executive  will  most  zealously  unite  its  efforts  with 
those  of  the  Legislative  Department  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  ail  that  is  required  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  a  common  constituency,  or  elevate  the 
destinies  of  a  beloved  country. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December,  184'2. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

War  DsFABTMEirT,  JVovember  26,  1842. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
f^rt  upon  the  various  subjects  committed  to  the 
charge  of  this  department. 

The  condition  of  the  army,  of  the  fortifications, 
and  of  the  other  branches  of  the  military  service, 
and  the  state  of  our  Indian  affairs,  and  of  the  pen- 
sions and  military  bounty  lands,  arc  exhibited,  as 
presented  in  the  copious  and  very  satisfactory  re- 
ports of  the  General-in  chief,  and  of  the  heads  of 
bureaus  to  whose  immediate  direction  the  respective 
subjects  are  assigned.  Such  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendations as  the  good  of  the  service  seems  to  require, 
are  made,  and  an  account  is  given  of  the  measures 
taken  in  execution  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress. 

Inspections  and  examinations  of  the  men  and 
means  provided  for  the  national  defence,  by  in- 
dependent and  responsible  officers,  afford  the  only 
means  by  which  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  con- 
dition can  be  acquired,  by  which  responsibility  can 
be  enforced,  and  by  which  judicious  improvement 
can  be  effected.  During  the  past  year  they  have  been 
made  vigorously  and  thoroughly.  Posts  and  portions 
of  the  army  that  had  not  been  inspected  for  many 
years,  have  been  examined;  the  fortifications,  the 
aiTDories,  arsenals,  and  depots  of  military  stores, 
have  been  visited;  and  it  is  believed  that  but  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  army,  and  no  important  military 
Cbtablishment  of  the  Government,  has,  during  the 
Tear,  escaped  inspection.  The  information  which 
this  department  is  thus  enabled  to  obtain,  and  much 

of  which  appears  in   this  report,  and   those  of  the 

various  bureaus,  is  of  the  most  satisfactory  character. 
In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  altering 

the  fiscal  year,  the  estimates  of  this  department  have 

been  prepared  for  the  first  six  months  in  1843,  and 

for  the   year  commencing   the  Ist  of  July,   1843, 

separately.     Those   for  the   army   proper,   for   the 

half  year  of  1843,  amount  to   $553,586  88.     The 

appropriations    for    thesame   purpose  for  the   ser- 
vice of  184S,   amounted   to  $4,284,669,   of  which 

the   half  would   be  $2,142,334.      This  very  great 

Induction   is  owing   to   various  causes  :   first,   the 

diminished  expenses  in  Florida,  effected  mainly  by 

the  vigilance  of  Brigadier  General  Worth  before  the 

<:esfiation  of  hostilities,   of  which  an  account  was 

transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  at  its   11  tion  of  hostilitiea  in  Florida  having  been  conuumu 


last  session;  second,  the  termination  of  those  hostili- 
ties; third,  the  stopping  of  the  recruiting  uervice  in 
August  last;  fourth,  the  doubt  whether  tl^e  state  of 
the  treasury  would  warrant  even  the  expenditures 
authorized,  particulariy  those  in  the  Engineer  and 
Ordnance  Departments,  induced  a  suspension  of 
many  of  those  which  could  be  suspended  with  the 
least  public  injury,  and  considerable  balances  in  con- 
sequence remain;  and,  fifVh,  a  desire  to  economize, 
which  is  believed  to  have  mfluenced  all  the  branches 
of  service.  These,  and  other  causes  not  so  impor- 
tant, have  saved  the  expenditure  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  amount  appropriated  for  1842,  and  left  it  to  be 
applied  to  the  service  of  the  year  1843. 

The  same  desire  to  economize  and  adapt  our  ex- 
penses to  any  probable  state  of  the  treasury,  has  in- 
duced the  very  moderate  estimate  for  the  service  of 
the  army  proper,  during  the  fiscal  year-  commencing 
July  1, 1843,  of  $3,204,568  60,  being  $1,080,100  40 
less  than  the  appropriations  for  the  same  objects  in 
1842,  and  $867,430  40  less  than  the  expenditures 
in  1 840.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  tiie  present 
military  establishment  of  the  country,  including  all 
the  expenses  of  the  military  academy  of  a  permanent 
or  contingent  character,  may  be  maintained  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $3,100,000.  This  estimate  does  not, 
of  course,  include  the  appropriations  for  ordnance, 
ordnance  stores,  small  arms,  and  equipments,  which 
are  distributed  among  the  States,  or  are  accumulated 
for  future  use;  nor  does  it  include  the  expenditures  of 
the  engineers  in  erecting  fortifications  or  other  mili- 
tary defences,  or  in  the  measures  preparatory  to  such 
erections.  It  will  be  seen  that  no  appropriations  are 
asked  for  the  ordnance  service  for  the  first  six  months 
of  1843.  Those  recommended  for  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  1st  July,  1843,  are  $775,200.  The 
appropriations  for  the  same  objects  in  1842  were 
$921,300.  These  have  been  reduced  more  in  refer- 
ence  to  the  possible  state  of  the  treasury  than  to  the 
actual  wants  of  the  service.  In  the  Engineer  De- 
partment the  appropriations  asked  for  the  ensuing 
eighteen  months  amount  to  $1,245,500.  The 
amount  appropriated  in  1842  was  $278,000.  A 
portion  of  the  estimates  is  indispensable  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  works  already  commenced ;  the  residue 
is  deemed  necessary,  and  it  h  believed  that  true  econ- 
omy will  be  consulted  by  appropriating  it;  but  still 
it  is  not  indispensable  at  this  time.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  estimates  for  the  military  service  of 
the  country  for  the  first  half  year  of  1843,  exclusive 
of  fortifications,  is  $620,949  78,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year  terminating  July  1,  1844,  is  $4,144,154  80. 
The  estimates  are  thus  stated  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
the  misunderstanding  which  frequently  charges  to 
the  military  service  all  the  expenditures  of  this  de- 
partment Thus,  many  of  the  estimates  of  the 
Chief  of  Topographical  Engineers  relate  to  works 
either  exclusively  of  a  civil,  or  of  a  mixed  military 
and  civil  character — suck  as  lighthouses  placed  under 
his  charge,  and  improvements  of  harbors,  rivers,  sur- 
veys, &c.;  and  cannt)t,  with  propriety,  be  included 
among  the  military  expenses  of  the  country. 

The  estimates  for  pensions  are  also  veiy  much  re- 
duced fi'om  the  amount  appropriated  durmg  the  last 
year,  which  is  believed  to  be  justified  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  number  of  pensioners.  The  estimate 
for  that  object,  for  the  first  half  year  of  1843,  is 
$1 19,340,  and  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  1, 1844, 
$697,650.  The  appropriations  for  the  last  year 
were  $730,000. 

In  the  Indian  Department,  the  expeitditures  being 
regulated  by  treaties  or  by  law,  there  is  no  room  for 
the  exercise  of  discretion  in  the  reduction  of  their 
amount.  As  these  are  chiefly  made  within  the  first 
six  months  of  any  year,  the  estimate  for  that  portion 
of  the  year  1843  is,  in  fact,  for  the  service  of  the 
whole  year,  and  amounts  to  $791,484  49;  and  those 
for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  July  1, 1843,  amount 
to  $850,978;  being,  however,  nearly  $450,000  leas 
than  the  sum  appropriated  in  1842  for  the  same  de- 
partment Th\8  arises  solely  from  there  being  less 
required  to  fulfil  treaty  stipulations  for  the  p^irchase 
of  land. 

The  report  of  the  Major  General  commanding 
the  army  shows  the  operations  of  the  troops  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  present  position  of  the  difier- 
ent  corps.     The  reasons  which  demanded  a  ceq^a- 


cated  to  Congress  by  your  special  message,  daring; 
the  last  session,  and  the  policy  recommended  having 
been  sanctioned  by  that  body,  by  its  adoption  of  the 
peaceful  measure  of  inviting  the  oc^npation  of  the 
Territory  by  actual  settlers,  the  number  of  troopv 
serving  there  has  been  gradually  diminished,  leaving 
an  adequate  number  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from, 
the  miserable  remnants  of  tribes  still  remaining. 
We  have  advices  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
with  all  but  a  very  few  of  those  Indians,  for  their 
removal  to  the  west  of  the  MissiBsippi,  or  to  the  dis- 
trict in  the  sonthem  part  of  the  peninsula  assigned 
them  for  their  habitiftion.  And  it  is  believed  that,  by 
this  time,  all  the  bands  north  of  that  district  have 
agreed  to  cease  hostilities  and  remove  there.  TVo 
or  three  instances  of  outri^^es  have  occurred,  since 
the  orders  were  issued  for  the  termination  of  hostili- 
ties; but  they  are  ascertained  to  have  been  committed 
by  bands  who  were  ignorant  of  the  measures  adopted,, 
or  of  the  terms  offered. 

During  the  past  year  four  hundred  and  fifty  Indi- 
ans have  been  shipped  to  the  West,  and  it  is  Buppo»* 
ed  two  hundred  more  have  surrendered,  and  accept- 
ed the  propositions  to  remove  to  the  district  assigned 
them. 

A  force  consisting  of  two  regiments  and  four  com- 
panies, amounting  to  sixteen  hundred  and  ibrty-finir 
men,  is  retained  in  Florida,  to  afford  protection  to  th» 
inhabitants;  and  a  sufiicient  number  to  garrison  th» 
posts  will  be  kept  there,  with  a  view  to  remove  aR 
apprehension. 

The  troops  withdrawn  from  Florida  have  been 
stationed  at  points  where  their  presence  was  essen- 
tial to  the  defence  of  our  Western  and  Northern  firon- 
tiers,  or  have  relieved  others  at  similar  points,  who 
have  been  collected  on  the  seaboard.  Our  artillery 
regiments  had  been  drilled  and  employed  as  infantry, 
and  were  quite  unacquainted  with  the  duties  of  their 
peculiar  arm.  It  was  deemed  of  great  importance 
to  bring  together  at  the  fortifications  on  the  Atlantic, 
frontier  as  many  companies  as  possible,  that  they* 
might  there  practise  at  the  guns,  and  learn  the  exer* 
cise  of  garrison  and  field  artillery. 

The  invasion  of  Texas  by  Mexico,  and  the  threat* 
ening  appearances  among  some  of  the  wild  tribes  at 
the  Southwest,  rendered  it  expedient  that  a  strong^ 
corps  of  observation  should  be  placed  near  our  South- 
western boundary  line,  as  well  to  keep  the  Indian* 
in  that  quarter  at  peace  among  themselves,  as  to 
check  any  disposition  and  prevent  any  attempts  to 
engage  in  the  conflict  in  which  Texas  was  about  to 
be  involved.  The  dictates  of  humanity,  as  well  as 
our  neutral  relations  with  that  country,  demanded 
this  course.  These  troops  have  remained  on  and 
about  the  Red  river;  and  under  their  judicious  com- 
mander, General  Taylor,  have  accomplished  the  ob- 
jects in  view.  The  troops  are  stationed  at  the  dif- 
ferent posts  and  forts,  as  specified  in  an  accompany- 
ing report  of  the  Adjutant  General. 

It  requires  but  a  slight  examination  of  the  exten- 
sive line  of  frontier  on  the  S^outhwest,  at  the  West, 
and  in  the  Northwest,  exposed  to  any  attack  of  the 
Indians  which  may  be  prompted  by  unfiiendly  in- 
fluences, or  by  supposed  wrongs,  to  perceive  that 
our  present  force  is  scarcely  adequate  to  afiford  that 
protection  which,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  the 
Government  owes  to  its  citizens,  and  especially  those 
who,  at  its  invitation,  have  occupied  iu  remote  pub- 
lic domain,  and  rendered  it  valuable  to  the  whole 
country.  The  very  nature  of  the  service  required 
renders  the  employment  of  mounted  men  indispen- 
sable. The  rapidity  of  their  movements,  is  the 
element  which  gives  to  us  the  advantage  in  any 
collision  with  Indians;  while  the  same  circumstance 
will  render  unnecessary  the  numerous  and  frequent 
posts  which  such  an  extended  line  would  require,  if 
foot  soldiers  only  were  employed.  It  may  be  afifirm- 
ed  that  true  economy,  as  well  as  effective  service, 
will  he  promoted  by  the  continuance  of  at  least  the 
present  mounted  regiments,  reduced,  as  the  rank 
and  file  will  soon  be,  to  fidy  men  for  each  company. 
Concurring  entirely  in  the  views  of  the  Commanding 
General,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  law  which 
requires  the  dismounting  of  the  second  regiment  of 
dragoons  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  will,  at  least,  be 
so  far  modified  as  to  leave  the  time  discretionary. 

xThe  regular  force,  as  now  authorized  by  law,  con- 
sists of  seven  hundred  afid  seventeen  commwiop'- 
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officers;  seventeen  storekeepen,  of  whom  fifteen  are 
attached  to  the  Ordnance  and  two  to  the  Purchaauig 
Department;  two  hundred  and  fifty  enlisted  men  for 
the  ordnance  fiervice,  and  seven  tiiousand  five  han- 
ded and  ninety  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians^ artificers,  and  privates;  twenty  chaplains  and 
schoolmasters,  and  a*  many  ordnance  sergeants  as 
there  are  military  posts.  Clerks,  foragemasters,  and 
wagonmasters,  are  also  employed  in  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  firom  time  Co  time,  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  service.  The  act  of  August ' 
23,  1842,  reduced  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The  re- 
duction is  gradually  proceeding,  in  the  manner  con- 
templated hy  the  act;  and  the  excess,  according  to 
the  last  rvtums,  is  1,970  men.  It  is  supposed  the 
prescribe  minimum  will  be  reached  by  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1844. 

From  the  general  returns  of  the  army,  accompany- 
ing this  report,  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of 
troops  now  in  service  is  nine  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  and 
«ighty-one  commissioned  officers;  nine  thousand  six 
litmdrednon-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  artifi** 
cer^,  and  privates;  and  two  hundred  and  fi>rty-8even 
enlisted  men  of  ordnance.  The  aggregate  is  eight 
hundred  and  forty-seven  less  than  the  number  stated 
in  the  last  annual  report. 

The  desertions  have  not  been  numerous,  but  an 
unprecedented  number  of  men  have  been  discharged 
by  the  judges  and  courts  (three  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  between  July  1,  1841,  and  October  31, 1642,) 
principally  on  the  ground  of  their  being  aliens.  The 
etate  of  the  law  on  this  subject  has  occasioned  vari- 
ous constructions  perplexing  to  the  officers  charged 
with  the  duty  of  recruiting,  embarrassing  to  the  de- 
partmer/c,  and  injurious  to  the  Govenunent  It  is- 
very  desirable  that  it  should  be  rendered  precise  and 
definite.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  obvious  our 
army  ought  not  to  consist  of  an  undue  proportion  of 
foreigners;  yet,  on  the  other,  the  low  wages  oflfered 
constitute  an  inducement  quite  insufficient  to  the 
young  men  of  our  land,  whose  habits  and  enterprise 
enable  them  so  easily  to  acquire  the  means  of  8ub» 
•Istence  and  of  independence,  if  not  wealth,  In  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  Probably  a  middle  course 
would  avoid  all  difficulties— namely,  allowing  those 
lo  be  recruited  who  are  citinns,  or  who  have  taken 
the  preliminary  oath  and  initiatory  steps  to  natural- 
i2a|ion. 

The  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Ordnance 
Bureau  exhibits  the  very  satisfiictoiy  condition  of 
that  most  important  branch  of  the  service.  By  a 
steady  perseverance  in  the  system  of  laying  up,  in 
the  season  of  peace,  those  materials  which  require 
length  of  time  to  adapt  them  to  use,  and  of  (kbrica- 
ting  those  articles  which  cannot  be  supplied  on  an 
emergency,  we  shall  soon  have  at  our  command 
cannon,  Small  arms,  fixed  ammunition,  gunpowder 
and  its  component  parts,  to  anextfent  commensuiate 
with  out  wants. 

By  the  table  exhibiting  the  apportiotiment  of 
vms  to  the  several  States,  under  the  act  of  1808, 
for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia,  it  will  be  seen  that,  notwithstanding  th^ 
efibrts  made  by  the  department,  and  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report^  several  States 
are  delinquent  in  the  returns  of  their  militia.  As 
these  returns  constitute  the  basis  of  the  apportion- 
ment, the  States  which  fail  to  make  them  are  de- 
prived of  their  just  proportion  of  militaiy  supplies. 
It  will  be  seen  that  New  Jersey,  Delaware;  Arkansas, 
apd  Louisiana,  have  not  made  returns  for  periods 
varying  from  twelve  to  eighteen  years.  If  the  cause 
of  these  omissions  be  the  want  of  militia  organiza- 
tion in  those  States,  it  may  be  worthy  of  serious 
inquiry  whether  some  measure  should  not  be  adopt- 
ed to  remedy  the  evil,  by  withholdhig  distribution 
until  returns  are  made,  or  by  the  exercise  of  some 
oUier  power  vested  in  Congress.  A  reference  to  the 
same  table  will  show  an  exti:aoTdinary  disproportion 
between  the  arms  allotted  to  several  States  and  their 
respective  populations.  Whether  this  arises  from 
wuiftnt  conaiructious  of  the  law  in  those  States,  (by 
which  some  return  the  number  enrolled,  and  others 
the  number  mustered  or  inspected,)  or  from  somo 
-ausa,  would  seem  to  be  worthy  of  an  inquiry 


by  Congress,  who  alone  can  supply  an  ai^uate 
remedy. 

The  state  of  the  treasiiry,  as  this  department  was 
advised  by  the  proper  authority,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  withhold  the  expenditare  of  as  much  of  the  ap- 
pct>|>riations  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
as  could  be  suspended  without  great  and  manifest 
injury  to  the  public  service.  In  refiiretitse  to  the 
condition  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  the  quanti- 
ties of  arms,  cannon,  and  gun-caniages,  in  our  pos- 
session, it  seemed  tbst  such  suspensiott  coald  take 
place  in  the  operations  of  the  armoritos  and  arsenals 
with  less  immediate  public  injury  or  inconvenience 
than  in  other  departments.  Bxtensive  repairs  also 
became  necessary  at  the  armories.  For  a  time, 
therefore,  no  work  was  carried  on  at  either  of  them 
during  the  past  season.  Labor  has  now,  however, 
been  resumeid  on  a  moderate  scale,  and  jhstructiohs 
have  been  given  to  complete  the  mUdtets  in  the 
ceurse  of  fabrication,  and  to  inako  five  hundred 
rifles,  and  five  hrnidM  percussion  muskets,  each 
month,  for  the  ensuing  six  months.  The  arsenals 
will  be  chiefly  employed  in  the  repairs  of  arms,  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  iron  work  of  gun-carriages 
and  military  equipments.  Our  supply  of  heavy  can» 
non  being  very  good,  it  is  not  eontemplated  at 
present  to  purchase  many  of  that  dt^seription;  but  a 
sufficient  number  of  large-chambered  guns,  to  arm 
our  forts,  will  be  procured.  And  in  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Treasury  t)e- 
partment,  beforementioned,  a  large  portion  of  the 
money  intended  for  the  service  ot  the  year  1842  re- 
mains unexpended ;  ailid  any  specific  appropriations 
for  the  Ordnance  Department,  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1843,  will  be  unnecessary. 

The  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing 
July  1,  1843,  are  made  upon  a  scale  so  reduced  as 
to  be  warranted  only  by  the  possibto  state  of  the 
treasury.  The  usual  appropftations  for  the  ordinary 
objects  of  expenditure  m  this  branch  6{  Service  are 
as  desirable  now  As  at  fdiiAek  periods;  and  it  is 
believed  that  a  mist&k^n  economy  only  would  dictate 
the  contlhutooe  of  such  reduced  amounts,  when  the 
,  condition  of  the  public  finances  wHl  admit  of  what  is 
demanded  by  our  true  interests. 

I  caxmot  omit  to  refer  to  the  recommendation  con-^ 
tained  in  the  last  annual  report,  for  a  national  fohnd'-.^ 
ry  on  a  limited  scale,  at  vrhich  th^  i[|\JiAlities  of  iron 
may  be  tested  and  ascfertAined,  and  models  for  ord- 
nance may  be  fabricated.  It  is  apprehended  that 
the  great  importance  of  such  a  laboratory  to  the 
Country  at  large,  as  well  as  to  the  Government,  has 
not  been  sufficiently  considered. 

It  vrill  be  seen  that  some  legislative  provision  has 
become  quite  necessary  in  refbrence  to  the  lead- 
mines  and  the  mineral  lands.  Under  the  existing, 
laws,  no  alternative  was  left  to  the  fixechtive,  but 
to  proceed  and  lease  this  mineral  lands  reserved  from 
sale*  The  difficulties  of  this  course  are  detailed  in 
the  report  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau.  The  principal, 
if  not  the  only  cause  of  them,  would  seem  to  b^ 
the  claims  to  those  Ifmds  (in  mo«t  caseh  htterty  un* 
founded)  by  persons  who  h)dLve  entered  them  for 
purchase  at  the  Und  office  when  they  were  not 
liabh)  tfS  entry,  or  by  persons  who  have  occupied 
them  without  any  right  or  pretence  of  right  It  is 
unfortunate  that  these  persons  constitute  a  po;wer« 
ful,  though  not  a  numerous  class,  whtt  &Hd  able  to 
exact  from  the  miners,  who  brlhg  out  the  ore,  a  large 
portion  of  their  produce,  while  they  refuse  to  pay 
any  rent  to  the  TTnited  Sutes.  Thus  the  p<Jor,  in- 
dttsbidus,  and  very  numerous  body  of  mioers  are 
oppressed,  while  the  country  is  deprived  of  the  use 
of  iU  own  property,  and  of  any  equivalent  for  such 
^  use  by  others.  The  difficulty  incident  to  the  leasing 
lands  of  any  description,  and  collecting  rents,  by  a 
Government,  is  so  great,  and  is  attended  with  so 
much  expense  and  hazard  of  loss,  that  no  essential 
benefit  can  be  anticipated  from  the  practice. 

The  tenure  of  land  by  short  leases  is  so  foreign  to 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  and  the  habits  of  our 
people,  that  it  necessarily  becomes  somewhat  odious, 
and  increases  the  difficulty.  To  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  some  value  for  these  lands  and  raine»«, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  aflford  to  the  humble  and 
comparatively  indigent  laborers  an  opportunity  to 
acquire  lots  for  sums  withm  their  means  of  payment, 
and  in  ^uantitiM  adapted  to  their  meaos  of  working 


them,  it  is  recommended  that  the  reserved  minenl 
lands  in  the  north  part  of  Illinois  and  in  the  Teni. 
tories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  be  allowed  to  be  toll 
in  lots  of  ten  acres  each,  at  a  minimum  price  often 
dollars  per  acre.     It  is  represented  thai  they  are 
worth  fi^Oin  twenty  to  fifty  dpUars  per  acre,  depend- 
ing on  their  situation.      Prior  to  such  «<lci,  the 
claims  to  any. of  the  mineral  lands  should  be  deter- 
mine by  d  board  instituted  for  that  parpoee,  and 
the  daiknants  allowed  to  enter  and  purdiase  the-Undi 
at  the  same  minimum  price,  in  an  order  of  priority 
to  be  settled  in  the  law  or  by  the  board.    The  inter- 
est of  the  United  States  in  these  lands  and  mineali 
of  very  great  value,  and  is  endangeitd  by  defay  \i 
the   proper  measures  t^  ftecufe  it    At  the  aame 
time,  the  prosperity,  and,  indeed,  the  peace  and  qoiet 
of  the  large  number  of  citizens  occupying  the  lands 
or  working    the  mines,  demand   that  their  rights 
should  be  settled,  and  their  conflicting  titles  and 
claims  adjusted.     What  may  now  be  accomplished 
without  difficulty,  may  hernfker,  when  the  parties 
interested  become  more  numerous  and  mofe  tfe&a- 
cious,  be  found  impracticable.     The  subject  is  ther^ 
fore  commended  to  the  earnest  attention  of  Congreo, 
who  can  alone  provide  the  necessary  means  fot  ran* 
dering  justice  to  the  Government,  to  the  d^iinanU, 
and  to  the  miners. 

These  suggestions  are  not  intended  to  apply  to 
the  mineral  lands  in  the  south  part  of  Illinois.  The 
character  and  nature  of  the  mines  in  that  quarter 
are  not  yet  sufficiently  ascertained  to  enable  us  to 
aflix  a  price  to  them,  nor  is  there  as  yet  any  conilict 
between  claimants  and  occupants  to  require  the  ilH 
terposition  of  the  OoVemtUttni  A  strong  belief  is 
entertained  by  the  lessees  that  these  mines  fcontain 
lalrge  proportions  of  silver.  Should  such  expeda* 
tions  be  Rallied,  a  different  policy  fttotti  thatadopttod 
in  .respect  to  the  lead-mine«  may  be  expedient 

In  this  report  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  the 
operations  in  that  branch  of  public  serrice  dniing 
the  year  will  be  seen.  The  additional  duties  caused 
by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  transferring  to  that  de- 
partment the  business  of  the  Conomissaiy  of  Pur- 
chases, have  been  undertaken,  and  so  far  suocessfully 
performed.  The  tenhihatioh  of  hostihties  in  Florida 
jT^lievied  a  ifrge  number  of  assistant  quartermasters 
from  duty  there,  and  placed  them  at  the  disposal  of 
this  department,  many  of  whom  have  been  returned 
to  their  companies,  still  retaining  their  appoinUnents 
in  the  stafll  The  provisions  of  the  ninth  section  of 
the  act  of  July  5,  1838,  render  it  questionable 
whether  they  can  be  deprived  of  those  appointments 
without  actual  removal  from  office  by  this  Presiddit. 
The  same  remark  applies,  although  hot  with  equal 
fotce,  to  the  assistant  adjutants  general,  prorided  for 
by  the  seventh  section  of  the  same  act  It  must 
happen  that  die  number  of  these  officers  appointed 
in  one  state  of  circumstances,  will  not  be  required  iii 
another;  and  it  is  therefore  highly  expedient  that  lbs 
President  should  be  authorized  to  dispense  with  their 
staff  services,  and  vacate  their  staff  appointments, 
whenever  the  public  exigency  no  longer  demands 

them. 

The  best  and  the  most  agreeable  evidence  that 
could  be  furnished  of  the  economy  w^ch  hw  p^ 
vailed  in  the  disbursements,  will  be  found  in  the 
ci'rciimstance  that  so  much  of  the  appropiiatioDs 
made  at  the  last  session  remain  on  hand ;  thai 
$131,000  only  will  bo  required  for  the  first  half  of 
the  ensuing  year ;  and  the  estimates  for  the  fiscal 
year,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July,  1843,  are 
much  below  those  that  have  been  presented  and 
sanctioned  by  Congress  for  several  years. 

The  measures  adopted  for  putting  in  order  Foit 
Jesup,  in  Louisiana,  and  Fort  Atkinson;  for  estab" 
lishing  the  new  poets  on  the  Marmiton  river,  and  on 
or  near  the  False  Washita,  and  the  operations  at 
Detroit,  Plattaburg,  Fort  Sullivan,  Fort  Adams,  and 
at  vsuious  other  posts,  are  detailed  in  the  aooooh 
panying  report  of  the  Quartermaster  General. 

I  concur  in  his  recommendation  of  appropnationi 
for  new  barracks  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  consider  the 
reasons  urged  by  him  so  strong  as  to  require  nothing 
more  than  a  reference  to  them. 

I  deeply  regret  the  necessity  for  again  invokm; 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  dishonored  pledge 
given  by  the  Quartermaster  General,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  authori^  of  tlui  natiaD,to  Uie  Gmk  kr 
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dians,  to  remunerate  them  for  their  services  in 
Florida,  and  OS  a  consideration  for  their  removal. 
The  earnestness  with  which  a  gallant  soldier  pleads 
for  the  faith  and  honor  of  his  country,  and  for  justice 
to  a  helpless  tribe,  who  have  no  rei^rt  but  to  our  own 
sense  of  right,  it  is  hoped  will  not  only  be  excused 
by  the  circumstance?,  but  will  find  a  hearty  response 
in  every  bosom. 

'  The  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Engineers  exhibits 
a  most  gratifying  account  of  the  ability  and  fidelity 
of  the  officers  of  that  corps,  and  of  the  results  of  their 
labors.  Notwithstanding  the  state  of  the  treasury 
rendered  it  indispensable  to  suspend  some  of  the 
operations  during  the  past  year,  yet  it  vnll  be  seen 
that  many  important  works  are  in  complete  order, 
others  in  a  condition  to  render  effective  service,  and 
others  very  near  completion.  The  arrangements, 
with  all  die  requisite  collateral  preparations,  are 
complete  for  mounting  2,085  guns,  at  points  most 
important  for  the  defence  of  the  seacoast.  This  may 
be  said  to  have  been  accomplished  substantially 
within  the  last  two  years. 

No  satisfactory  account  of  the  work  performed  at 
the  difl&rent  fort9,  or  oftheir  present  condition,  can 
be  given,  without  a  minuteness  of  detail  incompati- 
ble with  the  general  design  of  this  report.  For  this, 
reference  is  therefore  made  to  the  very  clear  and 
ample  statements  of  the  Chief  Engineer.  Tt  will  be 
seen  with  what  cautious  regard  to  the  possible  state 
of  the  public  revenues  the  estimates  have  been 
made  for  continuing  and  completing  the  works  now 
in  progress,  and  for  the  repairs  of  such  as  require 
them.  It  is  hoped  that  the  moderation  of  these  es- 
timates, and  the  sound  and  just  views  by  which 
they  are  sustained,  will  commend  them  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  Congress.  More,  perhaps,  de- 
pends on  the  steadiness  and  rcgularjty  of  the  appro- 
priations, than  upon  their  large  amount.  At  a  time 
when  there  is  so  little  employment  for  labor,  and  it 
is  so  cheap,  economy  will  be  promoted  by  continuing 
our  nationar  defences,  whUc  the  expenditures  will 
operate  most  beneficially  among  the  industrial 
classes  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  add  much  to  the 
means  and  the  spirit  of  our  internal  trade.  If  then, 
(what  ifl  not  supposed  to  admit  of  doubt,  and  what 
this  department  will  not  suffer  itself  to  question  or 
to  discuss,)  it  is  the  determination  of  the  Government 
to  place  the  country  in  a  competent  state  of  defence 
against  foreign  aggression,  the  present  time  would 
seem  to  be  propitious  for  continuing  the  plan  of  for- 
tifications heretofore  adopted. 

Although,  for  the  reason  before  given,  it  would 
b^  impracticable  to  notice  all  the  works  specified  in 
the  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Engineers,  yet  some  of 
them  seem  to  demand  observation. 

The  reasons  for  the  delay  in  the  construction  of 
tlie  barracks  and  defensive  works  at  Detroit  and  at 
Bufiiilo,  are  stated  by  the  Chief  Engineer.  As  tliey 
were  of  a  temporary  character,  and  have  now  been 
overcome,  those  works  will  be  vigorously  prosecuted, 
sa  soon  as  the  season  will  admit,  and,  it  is  very  sat- 
isfiictory  to  know,  without  the  necessity  of  any  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  next  eighteen  months. 

The  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  the  envoy  of 
Great  Britain,  by  which  a  cession  was  made  of  the 
strip  of  land  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  w^hich  included 
the  site  heretofore  selected  at  Rouse's  Point  for  a 
fort,  rendered  it  expedient  to  suspend  all  operations 
in  reference  to  the  two  works  on  either  side  of  the 
outlet  of  Lake  Champlain,  which  had  been  contem- 
plated in  place  of  that  at  Rouse's  Point,  when  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  latter  did  not  fall  within 
ourboundaiy. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  officers,  in  May,  1 840, 
presenting  a  connected  plan  of  defences  by  land, 
estimated  the  expense  of  a  permanent  work  at 
Stony  Point,  on  the  New  York  side  of  the  outlet)  at 
$300,000,  and  the  seme  sum  for  a  permanent  work 
at  Windmill  Point,  on  the  Vermont  side.  By  the 
cession  referred  to,  and  which  has  now  become  com 
plete  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  these  works 
have  become  unnecessary.  As  the  existing  appro- 
priation will  be  sufficient  for  the  present,  immediate 
measures  will  be  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  design 
of  Congress,  by  commencing  the  work  at  Rouse's 
Point 

It  is  believed  that  the  appropriation  niade  in  1841 
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for  the  erection  of  defensive  works  at  the  .junction 
of  the  Matawamkeag  and  Penobscot  rivers,  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  can  be  better  applied  in  the  erection 
of  a  fort  at  the  Narrows  of  the  Penobscot;  and  it  is 
respectfully  recommended  that  authority  for  that 
purpose  be  given. 

Although  the  state  of  the  works  for  the  defence  of 
the  harbor  of  New  York  is  very  gratifying,  yet  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  they  do  not  complete  the 
system,  and  that,  without  such  completion,  they  do 
not  afford  adequate  protection.  The  fortifications 
on  Staten  island,  at  the  Narrows,  are  deemed  more 
important  than  the  opposite  forts — Himilton  and 
Lafayette.  The  United  States  has  expended  more 
than  $15,000  in  erecting  the  works  on  Staten  island, 
upon  land  belonging  to  the  State  of  New  York. 
That  State  has  ofiercd  to  convey  this  land,  on  re- 
ceiving the  original  purchase  money  and  the  inter- 
est. The  difi!iculty  respecting  the  title,  which  was 
supposed  to  exist,  has  been  removed  by  the  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General,  that  the  right  to  the  land  is 
unquestionably  in  the  State  of  New  York.  It  is 
therefore  confidently  hoped  that  the  necessary  appro- 
priation will  now  be  mside  to  purchase  the  site  of  the 
works  erected,  and  to  put  them  in  repair.  Should 
any  apprehension  be  felt  of  a  want  of  means,  they 
can  probably  be  supplied  by  the  sale  of  the  site  of 
Fort  Gansevoort^  op  the  North  riv^r,  which  has  be- 
come comparatively  useless,  and  by  the  application 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  to  the  works  on  Staten 
island. 

Another  and  most  essential  part  of  the  d^ence 
of  the  harbor  of  New  York,  (which  has  been  ren- 
dered more  necessary  by  the  discovery  of  a  new 
channel,)  consists  of  a  work  on  Sandy  Hook,  the 
immediate  commencement  of  which  is  strenuously 
urged  by  the  Chfef  Engineer,  by  the  most  convin- 
cing considerations.  It  is  most  earnestly  and  respect- 
fully recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

I  would  earnestly  invite  attention  to  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  last  annual  report  of 
this  department,  iii  favor  of  the  establishment  of 
military  defences  on  the  remote  southern  portion  of 
our  Atlantic  frontier.  As  there  appears  to  be  some 
question  whether  the  points  on  the  coast  within  the 
State  of  Georgia,  heretofore  indicated,  are  the  niost 
advisable,  the  appropriation  asked  by  the  Engineer 
Bureau,  and  which  is  recommended  by  this  depart- 
ment, may  be  for  the  commencement  of  a  work  on 
the  coast  of  Georgia,  at  such  site  as  the  President 
shall  select,  afler  the  necessary  military  surveys. 

The  recommendations  in  the  last  annual  report 
of  works  for  the  security  of  Mobile  Bay  are  renew- 
ed. This  very  exposed  frontier  would  seem  to  de- 
mand more  protection  than  has  hitherto  been 
awarded. 

The  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Engineers  shows 
the  necessity  of  some  provision  for  completing  the 
work  on  the  national  road,  which  was  begun,  but 
which  is  left  unfinished,  and  is  now  exposed  to  rapid 
destruction  for  the  want  of  that  finish  which  b  es- 
sential to  its  protection.  If  it  be  the  determination 
of  Congress  not  to  authorize  any  further  expendi- 
tures on  this  road,  it  is  suggested  whether  some 
measure  might  not  be  adopted  by  which  the  States 
through  which  it  passes  may  be  enabled  to  complete, 
and  keep  in  repair,  an  avenue  of  such  grreat  impor- 
tance to  the  whole  community,  and  particularly  to 
our  Western  fellow-citizens,  and  one  so  eminently 
beneficial  to  the  operations  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  peace,  and  almost  indispensable  in  war. 

The  expenses  of  a  survey  for  the  continuation  of 
this  road  through  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri 
to  the  city  of  Jefferaon,  heretofore  made  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  have  not  been  defrayed,  and 
provision  for  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
public  creditors  by  whom  it  was  incurred. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters,  appointed 
during  the  last  year  to  examine  the  military  academy 
at  West  "Point,  accompanies  that  of  the  Colonel  of 
Engineers.  It  evinces  great  ability;  and  the  close 
and  critical  scrutiny  with  which  a  board  of  disinter- 
ested and  independent  citizens  have  looked  into 
every  department  of  this  great  national  institution, 
and  the  high  praise  which  they  award  to  its  super- 
intendent, professors  and  teachers,  to  the  exact  dis- 
cipline maintained,  and  to  the  thorough  instruct :(^n 
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capacity  to  form  a  correct  judgment,  and  by  their 
equally  obvious  regard  for  discriminating  tmth* 
The  testimony  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  himself  8» 
long  and  so  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  th^ 
operati<ms  of  the  academy,  that,  in  his  opinion,  'Hi 
has  never  been  in  a  condition  so  perfectly  fulfilling 
the  purposes  of  its  creation  and  maintenance  as  now/* 
.  is  equally  gratifying  and  convincing.  A  personal  ex- 
amination during  the  recess  of  Congress  enables  me  to 
add  what  these  testimonials  scarcely  required — ^my 
own  conviction  oftheir  entire  justness.  Having,  in  the 
last  annual  report,  expressed  somewhat  at  large  my 
views  of  the  inestimable  advantages  of  this  insti- 
tution to  the  whole  country^  in  diffusing  a  spedee 
of  knowledge  that  can  be  no  otherwise  acquired,  and 
of  its  absolute  necessity  for  preserving  and  improving 
that  science  upon  which  our  safety  in  war  must 
depend,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  repeat  them* 
Indeed,  the  steady  adherence  of  Congress,  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  even  of  pecuniary 
difiUculty,  to  an  institution  which  so  much  resembles 
that  body  in  its  influences  upon  the  formation  of  a 
national  character,  operating  as  it  does  upon  pupils 
selected  mainly  by  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  people,  from  every  district  of  the  Union,  renders 
superfluous  any  extended  observations  on  the  subject* 

The  alterations  and  improvements  suggested  by 
the  Board  of  Visiten  have  received  the  most  respect- 
ful consideration,  and  have  been  adopted  where 
circumstances  justified  such  a  course.  The  barracks 
for  the  residence  of  the  students  have  .been  a  subject 
of  complaint  by  eveiy  Board  of  Visiters  for  several 
yeare  past  The  single  fact,  that  ordinarily  three 
pupils,  and  frequentiy  a  larger  number,  are  obliged  to 
study  and  sleep  in  a  room  scarcely  sufficient  far  one, 
is  of  itself  calculated  to  show  how  indispensable 
additional  accommodations  in  that  respect  have 
become.  In  one  of  the  buildings,  not  only  are  the 
pupils  deprived  of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  room, 
but  their  health  is  jeoparded  by  exposure  to  storms 
and  to  sudden  transitions.  I  cannot  too  earnestly 
recommend  the  moderate  appropriation  asked  by  the 
Engineer  Bureau  for  an  addition  to  the  barracks  at 
the  academy. 

The  subject  of  a  corps  of  ortificerls  to  learn  and 
practise  the  duties  of  military  field  engineering,  war' 
brought  to  the  attention.of  Congress  in  the  last 
annual  report,  and  is  renewed  by  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer. Deeming  it  impossible  to  increase  the  cogency 
of  the  reasons  urged  by  him  for  some  provision  on 
the  subject,  I  can  but  again  add  my  earnest  recom- 
mendation to  those  so  repeatedly  presented  by  my 
predecessors,  in  favor  of  the  necessary  proviaioBS 
to  effect  that  object 

The  report  of  the  Colonel  oi^  Topographical  En- 
gineera  affords  new  and  .continued  evidence  of  th» 
great  usefulness  of  that  corps,  and  of  the  zeal  and 
ability  of  its  ofiicers.  Aji  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  topog^phy  of  our  very  extended  territory,  par- 
ticjilarly  of  its  maritime  and  internal  firontiers,  of 
its  lakeft  and  rivers,  of  the  obstructions  to  intercom- 
munication, and  of  the  positions  most  requiring,  and 
most  capable  of,  defensive  works,  is  indispensable 
alike  to  intelligent  legislation  and  to  efficient  ex- 
ecutive administration.  As  a  mere  question  of 
economy,  such  infonnation  can  scarcely  be  acquired 
at  too  high  a  price.  The  advantage  of  an  organized 
scientific  corps,  qualified  by  study  and  by  practice 
for  this  peculiar  duty,  over  the  irregular  services  of 
peraons  transienUy  employed,  without  organization, 
and  without  the  opportunities  of  mature  and  sys- 
tematic deliberation,  doubUess  dictated  the  forma- 
tion of  this  corps.  And  all  our  experience  has 
shown  the^  wisdom  of  the  measure.  The  reports 
in  detail  of  the  several  officera  of  the  corps,  appended 
to  that  of  the  Colonel,  present  a  mass  of  the  most 
valuable  information  respecting  the  topography  of 
various  parts  of  the  Union — ^from  the  remote  north 
to  the  extreme  south.  They  exhibit  the  progress 
made  in  the  surveys,  in  the  improvement  of  harbors 
and  rivera,  in  the  construction  of  lighthouses  and. 
breakwatera,  and  various  other  works  in  charge  of 
the  corps.  A  brief  notice  of  a  few  of  those  which 
seem  to  require  attention,  is  all  that  will  he  attempted 
on  the  present  occasion. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  survey  of  the  Northwestern  lakes. 
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■eason'Bave  been  made,  wbicH  wtK  enable  those  m 
etisTge'  ki't^  tM>rk  to  accoxnj^k'  nibfe  thaiu  wafi 
pekbtwabiiB  duiin^  the  lairi  year.  IMie  expense  of 
tbesA'sonrejrs  is  comparatiTety'  so  trifling,  that  they 
can'settt^ly  be  liable  to  objection  in  ahnost  any 
state  of  the  troasury.  I  cannot  omit  to  call'  atten- 
tion to  the  report  of  Captun  Williams,  respeQting 
the  urgent  necessity  of  a  harbor  on  the  west  side  of 
Lftice  Michigan,  and  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion at  the  mouth  of  St  Clair  Hver.  These  are 
exoaedingly  important  to  the  United  States,  to  ena- 
ble us  Xa  famish  supplies  to  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
military  stores  and  subsistence  for  the  troops  which, 
even  in  time  of  peace,  must  be  maintained  in  that 
quarter,  and  which,  in  tha  event  of  hostilities,  will 
aflbrd  the  only  barrier  between  savage  ferocity 
and  our  frontier  settlements.  But  to  our  fellow- 
cItixeAs  of  that  region,  who  have  purchased  the 
public  lands,  a  salio  access  to  the  markets  of  the'  East 
is  to  essential  as  to  justify  their  calls  upon  the  Gov- 
ternment  for  a  common  share  of  its  protection.  The 
commerce  of  the  lakes,  comprising  the  productions 
of  seven  States  and  one  Territory,  which  must  an- 
nually exceed  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  would 
seem  entitled  to  consideration  and  assistance,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  great  interests  involved  in 
its  success,  but  on  the  ground,  also,  of  a  fair  appor- 
tionment of  the  fostering  and  protecting  aid  of  the 
Government  This  commerce  affords  the  only  ef- 
fective means  of  supplying  the  nation  with  the  mar- 
iners who  will  be  found  indiipensable  in  that  quar- 
ter, vn  the  event  of  hostilities. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  surveys  for  the  defences 
of  doner's  flats  and  of  Delaware  breakwater  harbor 
are  completed.  Those  for  the  d^ences  of  Sandy 
Hook,  and  the  harbor  and  town  of  Portsmouth, 
Nvw  Hampshire,  are  in  execution,  as  well  as  the 
military  rvconnoissance  of  the  peninsula,  of  Mary- 
land, south  of  the  city.  It  is  gratifying  to  team 
that  an  extensive  and  very  thorough  reconnoissance 
of  the  defences  of  New  Orleans,  embracing  a  large 
extent  of  territory,  has  been  completed. 

'The  rait  which  formed  the  obstruction  to  the 
navigation  of  Red  river  has  been  removed — an  event 
of  no  small  importance  to  our  fellow-citizens  in  that 
quarter. 

The  Potomac  aqueduct  is  so  far  completed  as  to 
warrant  the  confident  expectation  that  it  will  be  in 
a  condition  to  receive  water  in  the  course  of  the 
next  peason.  The  repairs  of  the  Potomac  bridge 
are  drawing  to  a  close,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will 
be  passable  in  January  next. 

The  measures  taken  to  execute  the  Ia.w  of  the  last 
session,  appropriating  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas  rivers,  are  also  stated.  So  soon 
as  the  application  for  an  inj auction,  by  Henry  M. 
Shreve,  £sq.,  which  has  arrested  the  progress  of 
those  measures,  shall  he  disposed  of,  they  will  be 
resumed.  But  it  is  manifest  that  the  present  appro- 
priation is  wholly  inadequate ;  that  it  can  only  pro- 
vide the  necessary  snag-boats ;  and  that^  unless  fol- 
lowed by  others,  the  expenditure  of  the  money  will 
be'  but  to  waste  it 

The  proceedings  of  the  corps  under  the  laws 
respecting  the  construction  of  lighthouses  are  also 
delailied  in  the  report.  It  would  seem  that  the  ex- 
pense of  these  invaluable  auxiliaries  to  commerce 
may  be  much  diminisbed  by  the  adoption  of  Mitch- 
ell's patent  screw  moorings^ a  recent  English  inven- 
tion; and  that,  by  means  "of  such  moorings,  they 
can  be  placed  in  positions  far  more  advantageous  to 
the  nrariner  than  any  that  can  be  occupied  in  the 
present  mode  of  building  them.  TTie  sanction  of 
Congress  is  invited  to  the  steps  recommended  by  the 
Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers,  to  prociu'e  the 
necessary  apparatus,  and  acquine  a  knowledge  of  its 
applicatfon. 

ft  will  be  seen  that  a  party  of  engineers  is  in  the 
field  for  the  Purvey  of  the  Arkansas  and  Piatt  rivers 
and  the  adjacent  country.  A  survey  of  the  country 
north  of  the  Missouri  having  been  completeil,  the 
map  of  the  same,  constructed  by  Mr.  Nicollet,  unequal- 
led in  the  accuracy  and  fulness  of  its  details,  is  now 
nearly  finished,  and  will  be  published  in  January 
next  It  is  intended  to  cause  a  similar  survey  of  the 
co«nU7  south  pf  that  river,  embracing  the  apnroach- 
es  to  Ihe  Rocky  mountains,  their  sevemi  pas&,  and 


gradually  the  region  between  them  and  our  posses- 
sions on  the  Pacific.  These  explorations  and  surveys 
are  indispensable  to  such  a  knowledge  of  the  country, 
its  resources,  and  its  streams,  as  we  must  possess 
before  we  can  establish  any  communication  with  a 
region  that  is  every  day  becoming  more  important 
to  us.  And  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  no  reluc- 
tance to.  grant  the  very  moderate  appropriations 
asked  for  the  continuance  of  the  ''military  and  geo- 
graphical surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi  river." 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  department,  your 
attention,  and  that  of  Congress,  was  called  to  the 
great  importance  of  establishing  a  chain  of  military 
posts  extending  from  the  Council  Blufis  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river.  A  plan,  and  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expense,  w^ere  subsequentiy  laid  before 
the  military  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  whom  a  very  able  and  interesting  report 
was  made,  accompanied  by  a  bill.  I  would  again 
earnestly  invite  a  consideration  of  the  subject 
There  are  two  aspects  in  which  it  may  be  regarded. 
In  the  first  place,  the  exhibition  of  military  power  is 
indispensable  to  counteract  and  control  any  hostile 
disposition  of  the  Indians  in  that  vast  and  sequester- 
ed region.  They  are  now  exposed  to  the  unresisted 
influences  of  the  traders  and  emissaries  of  foreign 
nations,  by  whom  they  could  at  any  time  be  excited 
to  devastate  that  entire  frontier.  We  could  com- 
mand the  avenues  by  which  these  Indians  pass  from 
the  north  to  the  south  in  their  hunting  expeditions, 
and  thus  make  them  sensible  of  our  power  to  resist 
and  punish  aggression.  In  the  second  place,  if  we 
intend  to  maintain  our  right  to  the  territories  on  the 
Pacific,  belonging  to  us,  (which,  it  is  supposed,  does 
not  admit  of  a  question,)  we  must  occupy  them ; 
and  we  must  establish  a  communication  with  them, 
other  than  that  of  a  five  months'  voyage  by  sea 
at  a  particular  season  of  the  year.  By  extending 
our  laws  and  civil  Jurisdiction  over  the  country,  and 
affording  protection  to  our  citizens  disposed  to  emi- 
grate thither,  I  have  the  strongest  reason  to  believe, 
from  communications  to  the  department,  that  a 
sufficient  number  would  soon  establish  themselves 
in  that  quarter,  provided  they  could  be  assured  of 
immunity  from  Indians  on  the  way,  and  their  jour- 
ney could  be  facilitated  by  the  Government  To 
attain  these  purposes,  it  is  not  supposed  that  a  con- 
tinued chain  of  posts  is  immediately  necessary. 
The  establishment  of  one  at  some  proper  point  on 
the  Missouri — probably  between  the  great  bend  of 
that  river  and  White  river — at  which  stores  and  sup- 
plies could  be  collected,  and  from  which  parties  could 
be  sent  out,  would  answer  for  the  present,  and  until 
the  whole  ground  should  be  better  known.  These 
parties  would  be  occupied  primarily  iji  exploring  and 
surveying,  to  ascertain  the  best  routes,  in  removing 
obstructions  and  facilitating  the  passage  of  such 
routes,  and  in  protecting  the  caravans  of  emigrants. 
And  if  small  detachments  of  hired  men,  acquainted 
with  the  country,  were  Yumished  to  the  latter,  upon 
their  crossing  the  mountains,  it  is. believed  Uiat 
nothing  further  would  be  required.  Every  colony 
that  passed  over  the  mountains  would  facilitate  the 
progress  of  its  successor,  and  every  one  that  estal)- 
lished  itself  beyond  them  would  add  to  the  strength 
and  power  of  the  Government,  and  would  perhaps 
render  permanent  forts  unnecessary. 

There  are  many  indications  that  the  time  has 
arrived  for  decided  action  on  this  subject,  and  I  trust 
that  at  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress  there  will  be 
such  appropriations  as  will  enable  this  department 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  send  on  to 
Oregon  a  colony  of  citizens  impatient  to  undertake 
the  enterprise.  A  post  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  would  certainly  be  desirable;  but  it  is  not 
deemed  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  present  condition 
of  things. 

The  operations  in  the  Paymaster  Gcnerars  and 
the  Surgeon  General's  departments  are  derailed  in 
the  reports,  of  their  respective  chiefs.  Under  the 
authority  of  the  appropriation  at  the  last  session,  for 
extending  and  rendering  more  complete  the  meteoro- 
logical observations  conducted  at  the  military  posts. 
Professor  Espy  has  been  employed  to  render  that 
assistance  for  which  his  extensive  researches  so 
eminently  qualify  him.  Instructions  and  forms 
have  been  prepared,  which,  it  is  belieyed,  will  insure 
very  exact  and  very  extensive  observations,  dim, 


which  an  important  science  cannot  &il  to  derive 
great  advantages. 

The  report  of  the  Commissaify  General  of  Subsist- 
ence exhibits  the  very  prosperous  condition  o(  his 
department  AH  the  accx)untB  of  disbursing  ag;fnts 
have  been  faithfully  rendered.  For  the  reasons 
stated  by  him,  no  appropriations  for  the  first  m 
months  of  1843  will  be  necessary,  on  account  of 
subsistence  of  the  army.  The  success  which  has  so 
&r  attended  the  system  of  purchase  by  contract,  in- 
duces me  to  dissent  from  the  recommendation  to 
change  it  Perhaps  more  discretion  might  be  safely 
allowed,  to  purchase  in  the  open  market  when  propo- 
sals are  deemed  exorbitant  The  unsetUed  accounts 
for  subsistence  furnished  in  Florida  in  1839  and 
1840,  would  seem  to  require  special  legislation  for 
their  adjustment 

From  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions^ 
it  appears  that  the  number  of  pensions  on  the  rolls 
is  less,  by  1,496,  than  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report.  The  whole  number  at  that  time  was  26,53 1  • 
The  number  at  present  on  the  rolls  is  26,035;  of 
whom  2,662  are  invalids;  3,724  received  p^inons 
under  the  act  of  1818;  412  under  the  act  of  1828; 
15,535  under  the  act  of  1832;  2,307  under  the 
act  of  1836;  and  395  have  been  pensioned  under 
the  act  of  1838,  in  consequence  chiefly  of  the 
joint  resolution  and  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, relating  to  the  death  of  pensioners  since  1833, 
and  to  the  marriage  of  their  widows.  It  is  believed 
that  many  must  have  died,  without  the  fact  b^ng. 
known  to  the  agents,  and,  of  course,  not  reported  by 
them.  The  persons  who  received  their  pensions,  in 
the  first  and  second  quarters  oi  1842»  amounted  to 
18,074;  and  it  is  supposed  that  this  approximates 
very  nearly  to  the  actual  number  now  alive.  Thia 
would  exhibit  a  diminution  of  8,457,  which  is  not  so 
great  as  that  which  occurred  between  the  dates  of 
tiie  reports  in  1840  and  1841>  and  which  amounted 
to  17,863.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  estimate  for  pen« 
sions  is  much  below  that  for  1842. 

The  law  relating  to  military  bounty  lands,  for  ser- 
vices  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  in  that  of  1812, 
having  been  derived  by  the  act  of  July  27, 1842, 
the  examination  of  the  claims  presented  was  referred 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  as  the  rolls  and 
documents  relating  to  them  were  in  his  oflice.  From 
the  statement  annexed  to  his  report,  it  will  appear 
that  358  plaims  on  account  of  revolutionary  services 
have  been  presented  within  the  year,  and  that  22 
warruntB  have  been  issued  for  5,250  acres  of  land; 
that  416  claims  for  services  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain  have  been  presented  within  the  same 
time,  and  that  65  warrants  have  been  issued  for  10,720 
acres  of  land. 

By  the  act  of  March  4,  1840,  the  office  of  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  was  continued  until  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1 843,  when  it  will  cease,  unless  far- 
ther continued  by  Congress.  By  the  same  act,  the 
pension  business  of  the  Navy  Department  was  trans^ 
ferred  to  the  ofiice  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

The  duties  yet  remaining  to  be  performed  under 
the  laws  relating  to  army  and  navy  pensions,  and  to 
the  military  bounty  lands,  require  the  continuance  of 
the  ofiice  of  the  Commissioner. 

The  condition  of  our  aflairs  with  the  Indians  pre- 
sents a  subject  of  the  deepest  interest  to  every  phi- 
lanthropist The  report  of  the  Commissioner  who 
has  them  immediately  under  his  charge,  with  tha 
accompanying  tabular  statements,  and  thsrotutas 
of  the  various  superintendents  and  agents,  famirii 
copious  information  of  the  results  of  pastlaborsi  and 
the  grounds  of  hope  for  the  continued  improveBWBot 
of  these  victims  to  the  progress  of  civilization.  Tbs 
policy  of  removing  the  Indians  from  their  nauvp 
homes,  to  make  room  for  the  white  man,  and  of  col- 
lecting them  in  large  bodies  on  our  Westani  frontier, 
is  not  now  debatable.  It  has  been  long  settled,  and 
it  may  now  be  considered  as  having  been  executed* 
There  is  no  more  land  east  of  the  Misrassipf^  re- 
maining unceded,  to  be  desired  by  us.  No  new 
source  of  expense  un  this  account  need  be  opepcd 
for  many  years  to  come;  and  when  the  treapes  now 
pending  shall  be  ratified,  and  those  requixiog  the 
removal  of  Indians  shall  be  exeoutedi  our  system  will 
become  settled.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  red  rasa 
will  then  be  sufiered  to  rest  in  peace,  and  that  undt- 
vidfi  90oi\»  will  be  best^ffitj.  in  dkcbMiiii  tfaff 
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fttffol  fetpoDBibilitmi  we  hare  incurred  to  improve 
hbinfeUectaal  end  moral  oondition,  as  the  only  means 
of  rendeiinsr  him  happy  hers  or  bereaflcr. 

From  the  rotums  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it 
appean  that  88,124  have  been  removed  to  the  regions 
west  of  the  Miaeiflsippt;  and  that  of  the  once  numer- 
ouB  tiibei  east  of  that  river,  leas  than  25,000  souls 
Kmain.  The  greater  portion  of  these  are  under 
treaty  obligations  to  remove  within  a  very  few  years. 

This  policy  of  collecting  the  Indians  has  proceeded 
on  the  idea  of  relieving  fiiem  from  their  dependent 
and  degrading  condition  when  mixed  f^ith  a  white 
population,  and  of  isolating  them  from  the  vices  of  a 
semi-ciTilinitton.  Scarcely  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment, they  are  ^quite  incompetent  to  protect  them- 
selves from  the  fmnds  and  from  the  violence  of  the 
white  man.  -  The  present  system  of  superintendents 
and  agents  is  inadequate,  and  the  time  seems  to  have 
arrived  when  we  should  turn  our  attention  to  devis- 
ing some  form  of  government  which  may  secure 
peace  and  order  among  themselves,  and  protection 
against  others.  Until'  they  feel  safe  in  their  persons 
and  possessions,  they  can  make  no  advances  toward 
civilization.  Although  tlie  criminal  jurisdiction  of 
the  adjacent  courts  of  the  United  States  is  extended 
over  them,  yet  all  experience  has  shown  that  it  is 
merely  nominal.  The  most  atrocious  offenders  are 
seldom  pursued,  and  more  rarely  brought  to  justice. 
Civil  obligations  it  is  wholly  vain  to  attempt  to  en- 
force. There  is  no  cause  for  surprise  that,  in  this 
state  of  things,  the  law  of  force  and  of  retaliation  is 
the  only  one  recognised.  The  plan  of  something 
like  a  territorial  government  for  the  Indians  has 
been  suggested;  the  object  is  worthy  the  most 
deliberate  consideration  of  ail  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  fate  of  this  hapless  race. 

The  vice  to  which  they  are  most  ncliined,  and 
whidi  is  the  most  deadly  to  their  prosperity,  is  an 
indulgence  in  intoxicating  liquors.  AH  the  powers 
given  to  this  department  by  existing  laws  have  been 
exerted  to  restrain  this  propensity,  and  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  alcohol  into  the  Indian  countiy. 
Circulars  to  agents  and  superintendents,  and  in- 
strnoticos  to  military  commanders,  have  been  reiter- 
ated with  but  partial  efiect  The  cupidity  of  the 
white  man,  boasting  of  his  superior  civilization, 
stimulates  his  craft  in  devising  Uie  means  of  eva- 
ding the  laws,  and  still  further  brutalizing  his  ignor- 
aat,  weak,  and  yidding  red  brother.  Depositories 
of  ardent  spirits  are  established  on  the  confines  of 
the  Indian  territory,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
States,  where  the  laws  of  the  Union  cannot  apply, 
and  where  there  are  none  of  the  State  adapted  to 
the  case,  or,  if  they  exist,  are  never  executed.  Some 
remedy  may  be  provided,  by  substituting  imprison- 
ment for  the  present  pecuniary  penalty  prescribed 
for  selling  or  mtroducing  liquor,  or  establishing  dis- 
tilleries, in  the  Indian  cotmOy,  (\!(hich  is  wholly  in- 
efiectual  against  a  class  of  persons  who  have  no 
visible  property,)  and  by  giving  jurisdiction  over  the 
offence  to  some  local  or  other  authority  to  which 
convenient  access  can  be  had. 

Among  some  of  the  more  ctviKzed  tribes,  particu- 
larly the  Choctaws  and  Cherokees,  it  is  understood 
ttiat  the  doctrines  and  the  practice  of  temperance 
have  made  much  progress,  and  that  they  have  passed 
some  wise  laws  to  restrain  their  own  people.  The 
iuX  thus  established,  that  the  Indian  can  be  made 
tempeiate,  is  odculated  to  cheer  us  in  efforts  to  save 
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An  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  civilization 
fond,  and  of  its  application,  accompanies  the  report 
id  the  Commissioner.  This  small  fund  has  accom- 
plished much.  It  scatters  its  good  seed  very  exten- 
sively, and  a  great  portion  of  it  fills  on  good  soil. 
Its  finiits  are  to  be  seen  in  the  gradual  but  decided 
improvement  of  many  of  the  Indian  tribes.  This 
iimd  is  applied  so  as  to  co-operate,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, witii  the  schools  established  and  maintained 
by  means  of  the  moiieys  provided,  by  treaties  with 
various  tribes,  for  purposes  of  education.  From 
table  84,  appended  to  the  Commissioner's  report,  it 
appears  that  the  whole  amount  thus  provided  at  die 
praMUt  time  is  $67,156.  It  will  also  be  seen  from 
table  88,  that  there  are  fifty*two  schools  maintained 
.  fer  ladisn  youth,  at  which  there  are  8,132  schofars ; 
^  v^iom  1,058  are  boys,  and  853  girls,  and  922  | 


whose  sex  is  not  stated,  were  instructed  during  the 
past  year;  and  that,  frt>m  seven  schools,  there  are  no 
returns.  Wherever  the  means  of  comparison  exist) 
it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  aggregate  number  of 
pupils  is  on  the  increase.  Convinced  that  the  only 
means  ol  diffusing  elementary  knowledge  among  the 
children  of  three  people  is  to  interest  their  parents 
in  the  undertaking,  by  enabling  them  to  take  a  part 
in  the  establishment  of  schools  and  in  their  super- 
vision, our  efforts  have  been  dirgcted  to  the  encour- 
agement of  such  seminaries  in  the  respective  nations. 
A  sufficient  numbei*  of  many  of  the  tribes  have  al- 
ready been  educated,  and  prepared  to  become  teach- 
ers among  their  own  people.  Every  school  becomes 
the  nursery  of  new  teachers,  who,  being  thus  pre- 
pared at  home,  removed  from  the  temptations  that 
assail  them  among  the  whites,  and  retaining  the 
manners  of  their  own  people,  will  be  more  accepta- 
ble and  more  successful  than  any  others.  In  this 
way  only  can  females  be  educated,  and  the  potent 
influence  of  mothers  be  properly  directed  in  the 
formation  of  the  chanu^r  of  the  generation  that  is 
soon  to  take  place  in  the  scene  of  life.  Although 
the  academy  in  Kentucky  is  continued  for  the  double 
purpose  of  fulfilling  expectations  which  caused  heavy 
expenses  in  its  establishment,  and  for  furnishing  a 
higher  grade  of  instruction,  to  enable  the  pupils  to  be- 
come physicians,  clergymen,  and  teachers;  yet,  as  it 
is  supposed  these  pupils  will  be  as  nearly  accom- 
plished within  two  yean  as  they  can  be  at  any  time, 
consistently  with  the  greater  and  main  object  of  in- 
structing the  greatest  possible  number,  it  has  been 
arranged  with  the  founder  and  proprietor  of  that 
academy,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  Government  to  furnish  pupils  to  it 
are  to  oease. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  improvement  of  the 
moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  Indians,  is 
the  system  which  supplies  them  with  clothing  and 
the  means  of  procuring  subsistence.  It  is  undenia- 
ble that  the  trading  system  does  not  adequately  ac- 
complish these  purposes.  There  aie  many  honest 
faithful  traders,  but  they  cannot  counteract  Uie  reck- 
lessness of  the  Indians,  who  will  purchase  goods 
either  of  a  worthless  kind,  or  in  quantities  altogether 
beyond  their  wants,  which,  with  characteristic  im- 
providence, .they  waste  or  barter  for  ardent  spirits, 
and  leave  themselves  destitute  of  the  articles  of  ne- 
cessity for  the  residue  of  the  year.  This  destitution 
produces  suffering,  dependence,  and  inactivity;  and 
they  resign  themselves  to  the  allurements  of  intoxi- 
cation, or  of  wretched  idleness.  At  the  same  time, 
an  influence  is  acquired  over  them  by  the  traders, 
altogether  beyond  that  of  the  officen  of  Jthe  Govern- 
ment, and  whjch  may  be,  and  sometimes  has  been, 
wielded  in  opposition  to  its  policy,  and  tending  to 
the  continued  degradation  and  detriment  of  the  In- 
dians. In  this  respect,  it  seems  to  me  the  British 
policy  is  far  preferable,  which  retains  to  the  oflScen 
of  the  nation  the  means  of  influencing  men  who  can 
be  reached  mainly  only  through  their  personal 
wants.  I  am  disposed  to  concur  in  the  views  of  the 
Comnussioner  of  Indian  Affaire,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  employing  agents  of  the  Government  to  furnish 
supplies  to  the  Indians  at  fixed  prices,  of  which  they 
should  be  notified,  "and  in  such  quantities,  at  given 
periods  of  time,  as  will  insure  their  deriving  the 
utmost  benefit  fh>m  them.  It  is  not  perceived  why 
the  principle  recentiy  ad<^pted  in  reference  to  pur- 
sera  in  the  navy,  may  not  be  applied  to  this  case; 
and  a  system  of  checks  established,  that  will  guard 
against  all  fraud  and  abuse,  and  enable  the  Indian 
lo  receive  the  best  kind  of  goods  at  the  cost  of  pur- 
chase and  transportation,  and  a  per  centage  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  sale. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  a  treaty  has  been 
concluded  and  ratified  with  the  Senecas  of  New 
York,  by  which  a  disptte  that  threatened  the  most 
vexatious  consequences  has  been  amicably  adjusted, 
the  rights  of  tne  Indians  protected,  their  interest 
promoted,  and  the  Government  relieved  from  large 
pecuniary  responsibilities. 

With  the  Wyandots  of  Ohio  a  treaty  has  also 
been  ratified,  by  which  that  State  will  be  relieved 
from  a  popubtian  that  encumbered  the  foirest  por- 
tion of  its  territoiy-— «  poVtion  that  will  now  be  open 


to  enterpriite,  and  contribute  to  the  general  'pros- 
perity. 

A  treaty  hai  also  been  held  with  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians,  (which,  pnder  your  direetions,  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  ratifieatton,)  by  which  about 
ten  millionB  of  acres  Of  some  of  the  best  land  in 
the  Territory  of  lowti  are  acquired.  A  purchase 
has  also  been  made  of  the  Chippewas  in  the  north- 
west of  Michigan  and  in  Wisconsin,  of  tfbout 
fifteen  millions  of  acres,  by  a  treaty  which  will  in 
like  manner  be  submitted  to  the  Senate.  These 
treaties  have  been  made  at  a  reduced  expense  quite 
unprecedented,  in  the  most  open,  fklr,  and  fiailk 
manner,  and  on  terma  of  justice,  and  even  llbertLlity 
to  the  Incfians,  becoming  the  character  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con^ss, 
commissionera  have-  been  appointed  to  adjust  the 
claims  arising  under  the  Cho<!taw  treaty  of  1830, 
and  instructions  have  been  given  them  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  Commissioner«  have 
also  been  appointed  to  settle  the  remaining  claims 
under  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  1836.  Del- 
egates from  that  nation  were  in  attendance  at  the 
seat  of  Government  for  several  months  during  the 
last  year,  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  other  and 
extensive  claims,  and  to  settle  some  points  in  relation 
to  the  intercourse  of  our  citizens  with  their  people, 
and  the  administration  of  their  laws.  Their  appli- 
cations were  listened  to,  not  only  patiently,  but  with 
a  sincere  desire  to  gratify  them  in  eveiy  request  that 
could  be  granted  consistently  with  a  regard  to  our 
own  rights  and  duties.  The  propositions  made  to 
them,  to  meet  many  of  their  objects,  were  declined; 
and  the  whole  negotiation  &iled. 

During  the  year,  the  claims  arising  under  the 
Creek  treaty,  connected  with  the  contract  of  Watson 
6l  Co.,  have  been  disposed  of;  and  many  of  those 
prior  to  that  contract  have  been  adjusted,  and  the 
residue  will  soon  cease  to  encumber  the  department. 
I'he  claims  under  the  treaty  of  1839  with  the  Osdges 
haveall  been  finally  decided,  except  five,  which  have 
been  referred  for  further  information. 

Appended  to  the  report  of  the  commissioncni,  are 
tabuliu:  statements  of  the  investments  made  in  stocks 
for  the  benefit  of  the  several  Indian  tribes,  and  of 
the  amounts  retained  in  the  treasury  on  which  the 
Government  pays  the  annual  interest. 

I  found  existing  in  the  department  a  disburaing 
agent,  in  whose  name  large  sums  of  money,  belong- 
ing to  various  Indians,  were  deposited  in  different 
banks,  or  held  by  him  in  public  securities.  Although 
this  money  could  not  be  drawn  or  used  without  a 
check  countereigned  by'  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affaire,  yet  the  system 
appeared  to  me  erroneous  in  principle,  and  liable 
to  abuse.  As  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements 
could  be  made,  directions  were  given  to  transfer 
these  funds  direcUy  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  This  has  been  done,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  sum  necessarily  retained  to  meet  outstanding 
demands,  or  to  adjust  unsettied  accounts  of  agents. 

I  concur  in  the  request  of  the  Commissioner,  that 
authority  be  given  to  sell  the  buildings,  and  the 
adjacent  improvements,  which  have,  at  former  times, 
been  constructed  and  made  for  the  use  of  the  Indian 
agencies,  but  which  have  become  useless  to  the  In- 
dian Department. 

The  reductions  directed  by  the  act  **  respecting 
the  organization  of  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes,*' 
passed  at  the  last  session,  have  been  effected,  so  fdx 
as  authority  for  that  purpose  vras  given  by  the  act. 
The  oflices  of  the  superintendents  of  the  armories 
have  been  abolished;  the  military  storekeepen  at- 
tached to  the  ordnance  service  have  b^n  reduced  to 
the  number  directed;  the  duties  of  the  Commisiary 
of  Purehases  have  been  transferred  to  the  Quarter- 
master's Department;  two  paymasters,  one  surgeon, 
and  ten  assistant  surgeons,  have  been  disbanded; 
there  being  a  vacancy  in  the  oflice  of  paymaster, 
and  in  that  of  surgeon.  Although  the  act  directed 
that  the  office  of  one  inspector  general  should  be 
abolished,  yet  it  did  not  authorize  the  President  to 
discharge  either  of  the  incumbents,  while  it  giave 
that  authority  in  respect  to  the  paymaiMtts,  surgeons, 
and  assistant  surgeons.  The  case- was  sUchas  not 
to  require  or  iuftifjr  the  exercise  of  the  poi^r  of 
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removal,  by  striking  from  the  army  register  the  name 
of  either  of  the  inftpectors  generid,  solely  upon  the 
Executive  authority  or  responsibility.  Deeming 
,  the  legislation  on  the  subject  iiichoate,  as  both  those 
officers  were  engaged  on  highly  important  duties, 
and  their  services  could  not  be  dispensed  with, 
without  great  injustice  to  the  service,  you  were  ad- 
vised to  fbllQW  the  precedent  of  1815,  under  similar 
circumstances,  when  the  President  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  cany  out  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and 
suspended  proceedings  for  the  further  action  of  the 
legislative  body.  As  little  more  than  two  months 
would  elapse  before  the  opportunity  for  such  action 
would  present  itself,  you  concluded  to  adopt  that 
course.  I  beg  leave,  now,  to  express  the  decided 
conviction  of  this  department,  founded  upon  the 
information  and  advice  of  many  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  experienced  officers  of  the^  army,  that  the 
number  of  inspectors  general  cannot  be  reduced, 
without  essential  and  permanent  injury  to  the  service. 
The  reduction  of  the  rank  and  file  does  not  diminish 
the  number  of  posts,  of  forts,  of  arsenals,  or  of  depots. 
Without  the  inspection  of  an  independent  officer,  in 
no  way  connected  with  the  branch  of  service  which 
may  have  charge  of  the  public  property,  and  not 
responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  troops,  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  obliged  to  rely  mainly  on  the  infor- 
mation of  those  whose  feelings  and  whose  interests 
would  be  adverse  to  the  discovery  of  any  delinquency. 
It  is  no  imputation  to  apply  to  the  military  service 
the  principles  of  supervision  and  check  which  per- 
vade every  other  department  of  the  Government. 
And  to  render  such  inspections  effectual,  it  is  indis- 
pensable that  they  should  be  conducted  by  officers 
not  only  of  experience,  but  of  high  rank,  whose  au- 
thority would  be  respected.  These  observations  are 
made  here,  in  the  hope  that,  on  a  reconsideration  of 
die  subject  it  will  be  deemed  most  expedient  to  leave 
this  part  of  the  means  of  fulfilling  the  duties  and 
meeting  the  responsibilities  of  the  department,  as  it 
was  estoblished  in  1821,  when  the  army  was  re- 
duced, and  as  it  has  continued  since  that  time. 

It  appears,  from  statements  furnished  this*  depart- 
ment by  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors,  that  the 
number  of  unsettled  accounts  in  their  offices  has  been 
considerably  diminished  since  the  last  annual  report. 
In  the  Second  Auditor's  office,  there  are  none  which 
were  presented  in  1840;  that  of  those  presented  in 
1841,  67,  and  of  those  presented  in  1842,  815  re- 
mained unsettled — making  872  in  the  whole,  and 
showing  a  reduction  of  300  since  the  last  annual 
report.  In  the  Third  Auditor's  office,  there  remain 
unsettled,  of  the  accounts  presented  in  1840, 
294;  of  those  presented  in  1841,  345;  and  of 
those  presented'  in  1842,  840 — making  1,479, 
and  exhibiting  a  reduction  of  the  number  stated 
in  the  last  annual  report,  of  335.  Although  a 
decided  improvement  is  thus  shovm,  yet  the  number 
not  disposed  of  is  altogether  too  large.  Some  of  them 
are  known  to  be  delayed  for  the  want  of  explanation 
of  deficient  vouchers;  but  by  far  the  greatest  pro- 
portion have  not  been  examined.  Nothing  can  be 
more  unjust  to  the  faithful  officers  who  have  ren- 
dered their  accounts,  than  the  omission  to  settle 
them  until  the  persons  who  could  supply  deficient 
vouchers  are  dead,  or  removed  to  unluiown  places, 
or  until  the  means  of  explanation  are  lost  or  forgot- 
ten.' It  is  a  cruelty  most  ruinous  in  its  result,  which 
is  believed  not  to  exist  in  any  other  country.  And 
its  efiects  are  very  injurious  to  the  Government  For 
it  often  happens  that  it  is  found  necessary  to  charge 
another  officer  with  a  sum  which  has  been  paid  or 
advanced  to  him  by  the  one  whose  account  is  settled. 
During  the  delay  that  occurs  in  ascertaining  the 
/act  of  such  liabili^,  the  person  to  be  charged  be- 
comes insolvent,  or  dies,  or  no  trace  of  him  can  be 
found.  I  would  most  respectfully  and  most  earnestly 
-urge  an  increase  of  the  force  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Auditor's  offices— at  least  temporarily,  until  the 
existing  mass  of  accounts  be  disposed  of.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  information  called  for  by 
Congress  is  necessarily  derived  from  these  Auditors, 
and  the  time  and  labor  required  to  furnish  it  are 
abstracted  from  the  regular  duties  of  the  office.  And 
this,  doubtless,  is  the  principal  cause  of  their  ordi- 
nsiy  business  being  in  arrear.  They  should,  also, 
he  relieved  £rom  the  charge  of  what  are  called  prop- 


erty accounts,  which,  in  truth,  belong  to  the  admin- 
istrative departments,  rather  than  the  accounting 
officers. 

The  accounts  of  the  disbursing  agents  in  the  In- 
dian Department  are  in  a  condition  that  defies  any 
power  of  the  executive  officers  to  bring  them  to  a 
close.  Payments  have  been  made  to  a  large'  amount 
out  of  one  fund,  for  objects  legally  authorized,  but  to 
which  it  was  not  by  law  applicable;  and  the  agents 
remain  charged  with  such  payments,  although  they 
have  rendered  vou^ers  for  the  expenditure.  Many 
accounts  in  other  branches  of  the  service  are  under- 
stood to  be  in  a  similar  condition.  A  law  authoriz- 
ing transfers  of  appropriations,  similar  to  that  passed 
on  the  27th  January,  1831,  to  meet  similar  difficul- 
ties, which  will  not  draw  a  dollar  froYn  the  treasury, 
is  demanded  by  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and 
by  a  sense  of  justice  to  the  agents.  Ii  is  believed 
that  they  have  accounted  for  the  money  placed  in 
their  hands;  but  it  is  impossible  to  have  official  cer- 
tainty on  the  subject  until  their  accounts  are  adjust- 
ed. The  accounts  of  officers  of  the  Quartermastcr^s 
Department,  serving  in  Florida  in  1838  and  1839, 
cannot  be  closed  without  legislative  provision.  The 
difficulty,  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Quartermas- 
ter General,  and  I  would  respectfully  solicit  the  pas- 
sage of  the  necessary  law  to  remove  it. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  again  reverting 
to  a  subject  that  has  so  repeatedly  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  Congress— namely,  the  inconvenience 
and  the  great  insecurity  of  the  outbuildings  in 
which  the  offices  of  the  Paymaster  General,  of  the 
Ordnance  bureau,  of  the  Bureaus  of  Engineers  and 
of  Topographical  Engineers,  of  the  Commissary 
General  of  Subsistence,  of  the  Surgeon  General,  and 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  are  kept.  Vain  as 
may  be  the  effort,  it  is  still  a  duty  to  ask  that  the  in- 
valuable papers  and  documents  in  those  offices  may 
be  preserved  from  destruction,  by  being  placed  in  a 
building  not  exposed,  as  they  now  are,  to  the  slight- 
est carelessness  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  houses  that 
surround  them. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER. 
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December,  1842. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following 
report,  in  relation  to  this  department : 

The  home  squadron,  authorized  by  the  act  of 
the  1st  day  of  August,  1841,  has  been  put  in  com- 
mission, and  placed  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Stewart  It  is  composed  of  the  frigates  Inde- 
pendence, the  fiag-ship  now  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Stringhom;  the  frigate  Constitution, 
Captain  Parker ;  the  steam-frigate  Missouri,  Cap- 
tain Newton ;  the  steam-frigate  Mississippi,  (Captain 
Salter ;  the  sloop  Falmouth,  Commander  Mcintosh  ; 
the  sloop  Tandalia,  Commander  Ramsey  ;  the  brig 
Dolphin,  Commander  Knight;  and  tlie  schooner 
Grampus,  Lieutenant  Van  Brunt. 

The  original  design  of  this  squadron  was  to  cruise 
along  our  own  coast,  with  a  view  to  extend  the  usual 
protection  to  our  trade ;  but  more  particularly  to 
afford  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress ;  to  make  ac- 
curate soundings  and  observations  along  our  shores, 
from  which  charts  might  be  formed ;  to  afford  ves- 
sels of  different  classes,  always  ready  to  take  the 
places  of  those  returning  from  distant  citations ;  and 
to  perform  any  occasional  service  for  which  vessels 
of  war  might  be  required.  Finding,  however,  that 
it  was  unnecessarily  large  for  these  purposes;  and 
that  active  employment  could  not  be  given  to  it,  I 
determined  to  assign  to  it  the  duties  of  the  We^t 
India  squadron,  and  to  withdraw  that  squadron  from 
service.  This  has  accordingly  been  done  ;  and  the 
cruising  ground  of  the  home  squadron  now  extends 
from  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  to  the  river 
Amazon,  including  the  Carribbean  sea  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  This  service  requires  one  or  two  small 
vessels,  in  addition  to  those  originally  assigned  to 
the  squadron;  and  these  I  propose  to  add. 


It  is  found  that  the  steain-ships  Missouri  and 
Mississippi  are  unsuited  to  cruising  in  time  of  peaoe. 
Their  engines  consume  so  much  fuel  as  to  add  enor- 
mously to  their  expenses;  and  the  necessity  ihatthiy 
should  return  to  port  after  short  intervals  of  time, 
for  fresh  supplies,  renders  it  impossible  to  send  them 
on  any  distant  service.     They  will  be  useful  veaseb 
in  time  of  war,  as  guards  to  our  coasts  and  harbon, 
and  as  auxiliaries  in  fleets ;  but  they  cannot  be  re* 
lied  on  as  cruisers,  and  are  altogether  too  expensive 
for  service   in   time   of  peace.      I  have  therefore 
determined  to  take  them  out   of  commission,  and 
shall  substitute  for  them  other  and  leas  expeoiive 
vessels. 

The  Independence  has  not  yet  gone  to  sea,  owing 
in  part  to  the  fact  that  her  crews  have  been  taken 
from  time  to  time  for  other  vessels,  and  in  part  to 
the  necessary  engagements  of  Commodore  Stewart 
in  other  services.  The  rest  of  the  squadron  has, 
under  his  orders,  been  kept  actively  and  usefuUy 
employed;  and  promises  to  answer  all  theexpeclalioni 
of  Congress  in  establishing  it. 

The  duties  originally  contemplated  for  the  home 
squadron  arc  highly  important,  and  such  as  r%qah« 
in  the  commander  the  best  order  of  qualificatioDi. 
They  do  not,  however,  require  so  many  vessels  as  the 
law  establishing  that  squadron  authorizes.  While, 
therefore,  it  is  desirable  that  the  squadron  should  be 
'  such  as  to  be  worthy  of  the  best  professional  rank 
and  talent,  it  is  equally  desirable  that  it  should  not 
be  so  large  as  to  have  any  portion  of  it  inactiTe. 
By  assigning  to  it  the  duties  of  the  West  India 
squadron,  and  extending  the  cruising  ground  to  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  cruising  ground  of  the 
Brazil  squadron,  the  larger  vessels  may  be  kept  on 
constant  ddty  to  windward.  In  the  meantime,  the 
smaller  vessels  may,  in  like  manner,  be  employed  in 
the  Caribbean  sea  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where 
the  harbors  are  too  shallow  to  admit  those  of  a  larger 
size.  The  impossibility  of  beating  up  the  coast, 
against  the  trade- winds  and  Gulf  stream,  suggests 
the  propriety  of  assigning  two  or  three  steam-Tessela 
of  medium  size, to  that  duty.  These  would  afford 
sufficient  protection  te  our  commerce,  while  they 
would  serve  to  keep  up  the  necessary  intercourse 
between  the  commander  of  the  squadron  and  that 
portion  of  it  destined  to  service  in  the  Gulf  of  Ma- 
ico.  Without  the  aid  of  steam,  that  intercourse 
could  not  be  well  maintained ;  for  a  vessel,  not  pro* 
polled  by  steam,  entering  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  from 
the  windward,  could  not  regain  her  position  without 
a  tedious  and  dangerous  passage  through  the  Gulf 
of  Florida. 

The  duties  thus  contemplated  fot  the  home  squad- 
ron  will  afford  full  employment  for  it,  except  during 
the  hurricane  season,  when  it  would  not  be  prudent 
for  it  to  keep  the  sea,  except  in  the  northern  part 
of  its  cruising  ground. 

The  Brazil  squadron  consists  of  the  Delaware  74, 
Captain  McCauIy  ;  the  frigate  Columbia,  Captain 
E.  R.  Shubrick ;  the  sloops  of  war  Concord,  Com- 
mander Bocrum;  John  Adams,  Commander  Cono- 
vcr;  Decatur,  Commander  Farragut;  and  the  schoon- 
er Enterprise,  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Wilson;  all  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Morris.  This  squadron, 
I  have  reason  to  believe,  has  distinguished  itself  far 
good  order,  discipline,  and  constant  and  strict  atten* 
tion  to  all  the ,  appropriate  duties  and  exercises  of 
squadron  service.  I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  report 
that  the  interests  of  our  citizens,  committed  to  the 
care  of  Commodore  Morri.«,  have  been  fully  protected 
and  secured;  and  that  our  relations  with  the  <»)untries 
within  the  range  of  his  command  have  been  pre- 
served on  the  most  favorable  and  honorable  footing. 

After  the  return  of  the  frigate  Brandy  wine,  in 
July  last,  the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  con- 
sisted of  only  two  sloops  of  war — the  FairfieH, 
Commander  Tattnall,  and  the  Preble,  Conunandei 
Voorhees;  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Mor- 
gan. I  regret  to  say  that  Commander  Voorheei 
died  at  Smyrna  on  the  27th  July  last;  he  was  an 
officer  of  a  high  order  of  merit,  and  his  death  i<  a 
serious  loss  to  his  country.  The  Preble  is  now  under 
the  command  of  Commander  Nicholson;  and  Com- 
mander  Bigelow  has  succeeded  Commander  Tattnall, 
who  has  returned  to  the  United  States. 

On  the  1 5th  of  July  last,   the  frigate  CoDgrWf 
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Captain  P.  F.  Voorhees,  sailed  for  the  Mcdilcrra- 
nean;  and,  on  the  29th  of  August  ia«:t,  the  CoIumbuB 
74,  Captain  Spencer,  was  despatched  to  the  same 
■tation.  The  squadron  now  consists  of  the  Colum- 
bus, Congreu,  Fairfield,  and  Preble — ^all  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Morgan.  Orders  have 
been  given,  however,  assigning  to  Commodore 
Morris  the  command  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron, 
and  to  Commodore  Morgan  that  of  the  Brazil  squad- 
ion.  Thia  exchange  is  made  in  execution  of  a  plan 
which  I  propose  for  the  management  of  all  our 
squadrons,  and  of  which  I  shall  speak  niore  at  large 
in  a  subaequent  part  pf  this  report. 

Our  relations  with  the  countries  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean have  been  preserved  on  the  most  friendly  foot^ 
ing,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  empire  of 
Morocco.  In  consequence  of  an  outrage,  offered  by 
a  subordinate  officer  of  that  Government,  to  the 
late  Consul  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Carr,  it  was 
deemed  neoessary  to  call  on  the  higher  authorities 
to  disavow  the  act,  and  to  punish  the  aggressor. 
This  was  promptly  done  by  Commodore  Morgan; 
and,  after  many  delays  and  much  unnecessary  for- 
mality on  the  part  of  the  Emperor,  ample  redress 
was  afibrded  by  the  public  disavowal  of  the  offence, 
and  the  dismissal  of  the  offending  officer.  Com- 
modore Morgan  appears  to  have  conducted  this 
afiair  with  much  ^ill  and  address,  asserting  with 
proper  firmness  the  respect  due  to  our  flag,  and  yet 
claiming  nothing  in  an  arrogant  or  dictatorial  spirit. 
J  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  part  he 
has  borne  in  this  delicate  transaction.  The  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  countries  are  now  restored. 

The  squadron  in  the  Pacific  consists  of  the  frigate 
United  States,  Captain  Armstrong ;  sloop  Cyane, 
Commander  Stribling;  sloop  Yorktown,  Lieutenant 
Nicholas;  sloop  Dale,  Commander  Domin;  and  the 
schooner  Shark,  Lieutenant  Eagle — all  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  T.  Ap  C.  Jones.  The 
St.  Louis,  Commander  Forrest,  returned  on  the  16th 
September  last,  and  her  place  has  not  yet  been 
snpplied. 

Nothing  has  occurred,  since  my  last  report,  to 
interrupt  the  friendly,  relations  of  our  country  with 
the  nations  bordering  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  America. 
Onr  squadron  has,  at  all  times,  ably  and  faithfully 
performed  its  duty ;  but  it  is  much  too  small  to  ren- 
der all  the  services  expected  of  it  in  that  remote 
region.  Every  part  of  that  vast  ocean  is  traversed 
by  our  trading  vessels,  and  in  every  part  of  it  the 
protection  of  our  naval  flag  is  consequently  required. 
The  few  ships  allowed,  even  to  the  largest  squadron  . 
that  we  have  ever  sent  to  the  Pacific,  are  not  enough 
to  guard' our  whaling  interest  alone.  It  can  scarcely 
be  expected  that  five  or  six  vessels,  (most  of  which 
are  of  the  smallest  class,)  can  properly  protect  our 
commerce  and  our  people,  along  a  coast  of  three 
thousand  miles  in  extent,  and  throughout  an  ocean 
four  thousand  miles  wide.  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  too  little  attention  has  heretofore  been  paid  to 
the  important  interests  of  our  country  in  the  Pacific 
ocean.  There  is,  at  this  time,  a  stronger  necessity 
than  e^er  for  more  strict  vigilance  and  more  active 
exertion  on  our  part,  to  prevent  other  nations  from 
subjecting  our  trade  to  injurious  restrictions  and  em- 
barrassments. The  English  settlers  have,  by  their 
enterprise,  nearly  engrossed  the^  trade  from  the  Co- 
lumbia river  to  Uie  islands,  so  that  our -countrymen 
are  as  effectually  cut  off  f^m  it  as  if  they  had  no 
rights  in  that  quarter.  The  people,  of  various  conn- 
tries  are  rapidly  forming  settlements  all  along  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  from  Columbia  river  to  the  Gulf 
of  CaUfSmia  ;  and  this,  too,  with  the  countenance 
and  support  of  their  respective  Governments.  In 
the  mean  time,  we  are  doing  literally  nothing 
for  our  own  interests  in  that  quarter.  To  those 
of  our  people  who  are  inclined  to  settle  there, 
we  do  not  even  hold  out  the  encouragement  of 
a  reasonable  expectation  that  we  will  protect  them 
against  the  violence  and  injustice  of  other  nations. 
A  few  small  vessels,  scarcely  as  many  as  we  ought  to 
keep  constantly  on  the  coast  of  each  of  the  South 
American  nations,  on  the  Pacific — ^these,  too,  charged 
with  the  duties  which  twice  their  number  would  not  - 
be  able  to  perform— can  offer  but  little  aid  or  support 
to  the  infant  settlements  of  our  people,  remote  from 
«ach  other,  emd  demimding  the  constant  prvsence  of 


snmp  protecting  power.  There  are  many  considera- 
tiuns,  connected  with  this  subject,  of  deep  importance 
in  themselves,  but  which  belong  rather  to  other  de- 
partments of  the  Government  than  to  this.  I  advert 
to  them  only  so  ikr  as  to  justify  me  in  recommending 
a  very  large  increase  of  the  Pacific  squadron. 

In  the  East  Indies  we  have  only  two  ships — the 
trigate  Constellation,  Captain  Kearney,  commanding 
the  squadron;  and  the  sloop-of-war  Boston,  Command- 
er Long.  It  is  owing  more  to  our  good  fortune  than  to 
our  strength,  that  our  commerce  has  suffered  no  ma- 
terial interruption.  That  little  squadron  has  done 
all  that  could  have  been*  expected  of  it ;  and  it  de- 
serves much  credit  for  its  great  vigilance  and  actirity, 
and  for  the  prudence  and  sound  discretion  with 
which  Commodore  Kearney  has  acquitted  himself 
of  the  important  trusts  reposed  in  him. 

On  the  coast  of  Africa  we  have  no  squadron.  The 
small  appropriation  of  the  present  year  was  believed 
to  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  answer  the  pressing  de- 
mands of  more  important  stations ;  and  hence  no 
vessel  has  been  ekjuipped  expressly  for  the  African 
seas.  The  sloop-of-war  Yandalia,  Commander 
Ramsay,  belonging  to  the  home  squadron,  was  as- 
signed to  that  service  in  March  last,  and  is  still  on 
the  coast  The  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land renders  it  necessary  that  a  squadron  of  at  least 
eighty  guns  should  be  assigned  to  that  service. 

I  regret  to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  the  unpro- 
tected condition  of  our  trade  on  that  coast,  several  of 
oiu"  vessels  have  been  captured  by  the  natives,  and 
their  crews  barbarously  murdered.  The  last  aggres- 
sion of  this  sort  was  upon  the  schooner  Mary  Car- 
ver, Captain  Farwell,  in  the  district  of  Beribee, 
ninety  miles  south  of  Cape  «Palmas.  Instructions 
have  been  given  to  Conmiander  Ramsay  to  proceed 
to  that  point,  and  demand  such  reparation  as  the  di' 
cumstanees  of  the  case  may  require.  This,  however, 
will  be  at  best  but  little  satisfactory,  since  no  chas- 
tisement which  can  be  inflicted  upon  such  savages 
can  either  do  honor  to  our  flag,  or  prevent  other 
outrages  of  the  like  kind.  Our  eomtoerce  with  Africa 
is  rapidly  increasing,  and  is  well  worthy  of  all  the 
protection  which  it  asks.  This  protection  is  to  be 
derived,  not  from  any  terror  which  can  be  inspired 
by  the  destruction  of  a  few  miserable  villages  on 
the  sea-beach,  but  from  the  presence  of  armed  ves- 
sels, able  to  prevent,  as  well  as  to  punish,  all  viola- 
tions of  the  rights  and  laws  of  feii  trade. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  our  duty  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave-trade  cannot  be  diseharged  without 
a  much  larger  force  on  the  coast  of  Africa  than  we 
have  ever  yet  maintained  there. 

The  letum  of  the  exploring  squadron,  late  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  has 
given  to  the  country  rich  and  abundant  stores  in  all 
the  departments  of  natural  history.  I  am  now 
arranging  them,  under  the  authority  of  a  law  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  Lieutenant  Wilkes 
himself  is  engaged  in  preparing  a  narrative  of  his 
voyage,  and  in  completing  the  various  charts  of  the 
numerous  surveys  made  under  his  direction.  In  this 
work  he  has,  at  his  own  request,  the  assistance  of 
Lieutenants  O.  Carr,  T.  A.  Budd,  and  G.  M.  Tot- 
ten,  of  the  navy.  I  regret  that  I  have  no  authority 
to  furnish  him  vrith  the  additioiial  aid  which  he  has 
a  right  to  expect,  firom  the  scientific  corps  attached 
to  the  expedition.  There  is  no  fund  under  my  con- 
trol, out  of  which  a  compensation  could  be  paid  to 
them.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  provision  ought  to 
be  made  for  this.  The  country  looks,  with  very  deep 
interest,  for  the  results  of  this  expedition  ;  and  it  is 
due,  not  less  to  the  officers  concerned  in  it,  than  to  the 
country  itself,  that  they  should  be  fairly  and  proper- 
ly laid  before  the  world.  It  can  scarcely  be  expect- 
ed that  Mr.  Wilkes,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  few  na- 
val officers  whose  assistance  he  has  asked,  can  in 
any  short  time  accomplish  a  task  of  so  much  labor; 
nor  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  naval  officers, 
however  skilled  in  what  properly  belongs  to  their 
profession,  will  be  able  to  perfect  the  drawings  and 
other  mechanical  works,  and  works  of  art,  necessa- 
ry to  prepare  this  publication  in  the  style  contem- 
plated by  Congress. 

When  I  had  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  usual 

1  report  from  this  department,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  last  veasion  of  CongiCMy  I  proceeded  upon 


the  idea  that  it  was  the  settled  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment gradually  to  increase  the  navy.  Notwithstnnd* 
ing  the  favorable  change  which  has  since  occurred 
in  our  foreign  relations,  and  notwitlistanding  the 
present  unfavorable  condition  of  the  public  treasury^ 
I  have  seen  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  poGcy  is 
less  approved  now  than  heretofore,  by  the  great  body 
of  our  people.  It  is  true  that  the  circumntances  in 
which  we  are  now  placed,  render  necessary  very 
great  modifications  of  the  systems  which  would 
otherwise  be  proper;  but  the  opinion  is  as  general 
now  as  it  ever  has  been,  that  a  exatable  navy  is  ab* 
solutely  necessary  to  the  protection  of  our  trade,  the 
security  of  our  people,  and  the  respectability  of  our 
Government.  Fortunately,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
circumstancea  of  our  country  to  render  this,  in  any 
degree,  a  local  question.  Apart  from  the  general 
proposition,  that  what  is  best  for  the  general  interest 
should  be  regarded  as  best  for  the  whole,  there  is  a 
local  and  particular  interest  in  nine-tenths  of  our 
countiy,  which  demands  a  respectable  naval  estab* 
lishment.  The  commercial  towns  on  our  sea-board, 
by  which  nearly  all  our  foreign  and  coasting  trade  is 
conducted,  have  so  immediate  and  due  an  interest 
in  the  subject,  as  to  render  unnecessary  any  remarks 
upon  that  point.  The  various  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  classes  scattered  throughout  the  conn* 
try,  and  connected  with  and  dependent  upon  thie 
trade,  have  an  indirect  interest  not  less  apparent. 
The  great  and  increasing  commerce  o(  the  lakes, 
although  less  exposed  than  that  of  the  ocean,  is  yet 
far  too  important  to  be  left  undefended,  even  against 
the  single  power  which  may  become  its  enemy.  But 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  has  peci|^iar  claims.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  there  is  not  in  the  world  an  equal  amount 
ef  commercial  and  agricultural  interests  belonging 
to  any  one  countiy,  so  much  at  the  mercy  of  tho 
most  inconsiderable  maritime  force  as  is  that  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Not  only  the  States  which  lie 
immediately  upon  that  water,  but  all  those  whose 
streams  enter  into  it,  including  the  vast  and  fertile 
region  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  waters, 
make  this  their  chief  channel  of  commerce ;  and 
we  may  properly  add,  also,  no  inconsiderable  amount 
in  the  article  of  cotton  sent  from  Texas,  by  meana 
of  the  Red  river,  and  paying  tribute  to  our  commer- 
cial agencies  in  its  transit  through  our  territory. 
Cotton  is  the  principal  material  of  our  trade,  both 
foreign  and  domestic ;  it  probably  constitutes  three- 
fourths  of  our  exports  in  its  raw  and  maiiufectured 
states.  Taking  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  August^ 
1842,  it  is  found  that  the  whole  cotton  crop  amount^ 
ed  to  1,683,674  bales;  of  which  1,160,389  were 
shipped  from  the  ports  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Of 
this  crop,  i,465,S49  bales  were  exported  to  foreign 
countries ;  and  of  these  exports,  937,830  bales  were 
from  the  ports  of  that  Gulf.  Thus  it  may  be  as- 
sumed that  two-thirds  of  the  most  valuable  artick  of 
our  commerce,  foreign  and  coastwise,  is  shipped  in 
the  ports  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

In  other  articles  the  productions  of  the  West,  tha 
proportion,  (although,  perhaps,  not  quite  so  large,)  is 
yet  large  enough  to  give  peculiar  importance  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  tohaeco,  the  iron,  the  lead» 
the  sugar,  the  hemp,  and  the  provisions  of  that  great 
and  rich  region,  (and  in  a  few  years  we  may  add 
also  its  coal,)  find  their  way  to  market  chiefly  through 
that  single  cnannel.  These  already  form  no  incon- 
siderable part  of  the  entire  exports  of  our  country ; 
and  wiU,  after  no  long  process  of  time,  enter  still 
more  largely  into  our  trade,  both  foreign  and  domes- 
tic. Without  pretending  to  perfect  accuracy,  wa 
may  safely  assume  that  not  less  than  two-thirds  of 
the  entire  commerce  of  our  country,  exclusive  of  the 
whale  fisheries,  passes  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico; 
and  we  may,  with  even  more  safety,  assume  that 
this  proportion  will  increase  from  year  to  year,  with, 
the  increase  of  the  population  and  wealth  of  our 
Western  States. 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  nearly  all  this  valua- 
ble trade  is  carried  on  through  the  Gulf  of  Florida. 
I  \toA  the  honor  to  present  my  views  upon  this  sub* 
ject,  in  a  report  which  I  made  to  the  Senate  during" 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  but  which  was  not  act* 
ed  on  by  that  body.  I  respectfully  refer  to  that 
document,  as  containing  many  suggestions  connect- 
ed with  thif  inquiry,  which  I  believe  to  be  not  wholly 
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luwoithy  of  public  attention.  I  repeat  here  only 
the  well-known  fact — that,  in  consequence  of  the 
■trength  of  the  Gulf  etream  and  trade-winds,  there 
is  virtually  no  passage  for  our  trade'  eastward,  on 
the  south,  side  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  It  must,  of 
necessity,  pass  through  the  Gulf  of  Florida — a  nar- 
row strait,  which  can  be  effectually  blockaded  by 
two  active  steam-frigates,  and  probably  by  one. 
^Even  if  a  trading  vessel  should  pass  sudi  a  blocka- 
ding' force  in  the  night,  it  would  have  but  one  path 
open  to  it  for  a  great  distance,  and  might  of  course 
be  pursued  with  a  certainty  of  being  overtaken. 
It  would  not  enjoy  even  the  ordinary  chances  of  a 
vessel  escaping  from  a  blockaded  port  into  a  wide 
and  open  sea. 

The  facts  to  which  I  have  thus  adverted  show  a 
•  striking  peculiarity  in  our  condition.  The  greatest 
portion  of  our  commerce,  confined  to  a  single  chan- 
nel of  some  hundreds  of  miles,  is  'exposed  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner  to  any  enemy  having  possession  of 
the  sea ;  and'^what  would  render  our  condition  still 
worse — if  we  be  without  a  naval  force,  that  commerce 
may  be  annihilated  at  a  cost  which  would  not  be  felt 
by  any  tenth-rate  maritime  power! 

If  these  views  be  correct,  I  am  at  loss  to  perceive 
^hat  portion  of  our  country  is  not  interested  in 
them.  To  the  States  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  to  all  those  which  use  the  Mississippi 
3!iver  as  a  channel  of  trade,  the  subject  is  of  a  deep 
«nd  daily-increasing  interest.  So  far  as  their  pros- 
perity depends  on  Uie  outlet  of  the  various  produc- 
tions of  dieir  country,  they  have  but  a  single  ques* 
tion  to  decide :  is,  or  b  not,  their  commerce  worth 
the  cost  of  a  naval  power  adequate  to  protect  it?  // 
haa  no  other  protection,  and  it  cannot  have  any  oth- 
er until  its  present  channels  shall  be  changed. 

To  these  considerations  are  to  be  added  others,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  peculiar  character  of  our  Government 
and  institutions,  and  the  exposed  condition  of  our 
lake  and  sea  coast.  On  these  points  I  can  only  re- 
jteat  the  suggestions  offered  in  my  last  report  No 
country  in  the  worid  has  a  greater  interest  than  ours 
to  guard  itaelf/against  invasion.  If  we  are  destined 
to  see  again  the  smoke  of  an  enemy's  camp,  we 
should  at  least  be  careful  not  to  allow  it  to  ascend 
from  our  own  soil.  It  is  in  all  other  respects  bet- 
ter for  us  to  repel  an  enemy  from  our  own  coast, 
than  to  subdue  him  after  he  had  landed  upon  our 
shores.  To  do  this,  we 'must  cherish  our  naval 
power — not  as  the  institution  of  a  day  or  of  a  year 
—not  as  a  subject  which  we  can  lay  aside,  and  take 
up  again  whenever  we  please,  as  the  policy  or  the 
caprice  of  the  moment  may  dictate ;  but  as  a  great 
and  permanent  institution,  worthy  of  a  great  people, 
and  demanding  the  grave  attention  of  Government— 
an  institution  resting  upon  a  wise  system,  and  worthy 
to  be  maintained  in  the  spirit  of  a  liberal,  comprehen- 
spee,  and  stable  policy. 

These  considerations  forbid  us  to  fall  so  far  in  the 
rear  of  other  nations,  and  of  the  age  in  which  we 
live,  as  to  surrender  our  due  shafe  of  the  dominion 
of  the  seas.  A  commerce  such  as  ours  demands  the 
protection  of  an  adequate  naval  force ;  our  people, 
scattered  all  over  the  world,  have  a  right  to  require 
the  occasional  presence  of  otir  flag,  to  give  assu- 
rance to  all  nations  that  their  country  has  both  the  will 
and  the  power  to  protect  them.  Our  position  amoiig 
the  nations  is  such  as  to  leave  us  without  excuse, 
if  we  voluntarily  strip  ourselves  of  a  power  which  ali 
other  nations  are  anxious  to  grasp.  Our  forms  of 
government  and  municipal  institutions  suggest  that 
a  naval  force  is  our  safest,  and  perhaps  our  only,  de- 
fence; and  as  an  additional  recommendation  of  no 
small  weight,  the  expenditure  which  this  defence 
requires  is  to  be  made  chiefly  among  our  own  people, 
encouraging  their  enterprise,  invigorating  their  in- 
dustry, and  calling  out  the  abundant  (aijd  now  almost 
hidden)  resources  of  our  country. 

If  our  navy  is  not  to  be  put  down  altogether,  nor 
abandoned  to  neglect  and  decay,  it  is  high  time  that 
it  were  placed  upon  some  fixed  and  permanent  plan. 
With  a  view  to  this,  I  respectfully  offer  the  follow- 
ing suggestions. 

In  the  present  favorable  condition  of  our  foreign 
relations,  promising  a  long  continuance  of  peace,  I 
cannot  reconunend  any  considerable  appropriation 
fox  buUdin^  new  vessels  of  war.    We  have  already 


as  many  vessels  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  in 
commission— except,  perhaps,  in  the  classes  of  sloops 
of  war  and  small  brigs  and  schooners.  A  few  more 
of  these  are  required,  and  they  can  be  built  out  of 
materials  now  on  hand,  at  a  very  small  cost.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  too  obvious  to  admit  of  doubt, 
that  our  true  policy  is  to  apply  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  appropriations  for  the  general  naval  service, 
to  the  employment  of  ships  in  commission. 

I  hope  to  be  excused  for  repeating  here  an  idea 
thrown  out  in  my  last  report,  and  which  I  am  anxious 
to  enforce,  because  it  is  the  foundation  of  all  sound 
policy  in  regard  to  the  navy:  It  is  an  easy  thing  to 
bmld  a  ship  of  war;  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  qualify 
an  officer  to  command  her.  This  simple  propcwition , 
which  every  one  knows  to  be  true,  should  never  be 
lost  sight  of  by  a  nation  that  does  not  intend  to  aban- 
don the  ocean  altogether.  It  requires  at  least  five 
years  of  strict  attention  to  make  a  good  seaman;  and 
not  less  than  twenty  years  of  active  service,  in  dif- 
ferent grades,  to  form  a  properly  qualified  naval  com- 
mander. Surely,  then,  since  competent  officers  can- 
not spring  up  with  every  exigency  which  may  re- 
quire their  services,  true  policy  demands  that  we 
should  keep  the  requisite  number  of  them  in  con- 
ptant  training,  to  be  ready  whenever  their  country 
shall  call  for  them.  The  best  ship  of  war  is  power- 
less, when  unskilfully  commanded.  We  build  fleets 
for  our  enemies,  when  we  put  them  in  charge  of 
incompetent  men. 

In  order  to  carry  out  this  idea,  it  is  necessary  not 
only  that  we  should  keep  more  ships  in  commission 
than  heretofore,  but  that  we  should  employ  them  in 
a  difierent  manner.  Our  squadrons  on  foreign  sta- 
tions have  been  generally  kept  too  much  in  port; 
have_  been  too  little  employed  in  cruising,  and  too 
seldom  exercised  in  squadron  manceuvres.  To  re- 
medy this,  I  propose  a  system  of  interchange  between 
the  several  sqUkdrons ;  and  with  that  .view,  so  to 
arrange  them  that  no  ship  (except,  perhaps,  that  of 
the  commander-in-chief)  shall  remain  more  than  one 
year  on  the  same  station.  I  propose  that  the  squad- 
rons of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Brazils  shall  con 
sist,  as  near  as  possible,  of  the  same  number  and 
classes  of  vessels;  and  that  the  same  equality  shall 
prevail  between  those  of  the  East  Indies  and  the 
Pacific.  After  particular  intervals  of  time,  a  vessel 
of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  shall  be  sent  to  Bra- 
zil; and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion from  Brazil  to  the  Mediterraneah:  and  so  of  the 
squadrons  of  the  Eajst  Indies  and  the  Pacific.  The 
advantages  of  this  system  are  great  and  obvious. 

1.  By  keeping  the  ships  more  at  sea,  the  officers 
will  be  [more  exercised  in  their  proper  ^uties,  and 
will  acquire  more  of  the  science  and  practice  of  their 
profession. 

2.  Discipline  will  be  better  learned  and  better  en- 
forced, both  as  officers  and  crews.  It  is  always  re- 
laxed while  vessels  are  in  port. 

3.  The  dangerous  connexions  and  fatal  habits,  so 
oflen  formed  amid  the  seductions  of  luxurious  ports, 
will  be  avoided. 

4.  Officers  will-  have  a  better  opportunity  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  different  coasts  and  harbors; 
with  their  currents,  winds,  &c.;  with  the  languages, 
manners,  customs,  &c.,  of  different  regions  of  the 
globe:  all  which  information  is  indispensable  to  an 
accomplished  naval  commander. 

5.  The  flag  of  the  country  will  be  displayed  in 
different  ports,  on  many  different  vessels;  thereby 
given  to  foreign  countries  a  better  idea  of  the  ex- 
tent of  our  naval  power.  Heretofore,  the  habit  of 
sending  tlie  same  vessels  repeatedly  to  the  same 
foreign  station,  has  produced  the  impression  that  we 
had  no  others  to  send,  and  has  thus  detracted  from 
the  respect  which  ought  to  attach  to  us  as  a  naval 
power. 

6.  Our  vessels  of  war  will  be  kept  constantly  in 
the  tracks  of  our  commerce,  and  be  thus  ready,  on 
all  occasions  and  in  all  places,  to  afford  to  us  what- 
ever assistance  it  may  need.  In  this  way  the  small 
force  destined  for  the  protection  of  our  African 
trade,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  may 
be  occasionally  strengthened  by  the  presence  of  ves- 
sels of  war  interchanging  between  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Brazils.  But  the  great  interest  of  our  com- 
merce iatbe  Pacific-*and  ■. particularly  that  moetim* 
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portant  part  of  it,  the  whale  fisheries-^wiU  derivB 
peculiar  advantages  from  this  system.  At  present 
most  of  our  whalers  rarely  see  one  of  our  vewelsof 
war,  although  it  is  well  understood  that  they  oflen 
need  their  protection.  Our  national  ships,  crossiog 
the  Pacific,  should  be  directed  to  visit  the  whaling 
stations;  a  process  by  which  .that  distant  and  now 
neglected  part  of  our  commerce  may  always  be  with- 
in the  reach  of  the  protecting  arm  of  their  country. 

The  system  thus  proposed  will  require,  in  order  to 
prosecute  it  witli  all  its  advantages,  larger  squad* 
rons  than  we  have  heretofure  employed.  The  good 
effects,  however,  which  may  reasonably  be  expected 
from  it,  will,  it  is  hoped,  recommend  it  to  adoption. 
The  charge  upon  the  treasury  need  not  be  materi- 
ally (if  at  all)  increased,  if  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made  for  "  increase  and  repair"  should  be,  as 
far  as  possible,  for  "equipment,  pay,  and  subsistence." 

I  have  caused  estimates  to  be  prepared  for  such 
squadrons  as  could,  in  my  opinion,  be  most  usefully 
and  profitably  employed  in  the  manAer  above  men- 
tioned. This  it  is  my  duty  to  do,  submitting  it  to 
Congress  to  determine  whether,  under  the  circnm* 
stances  of  the  country,  Sb  large  a  force  can  properly 
be  put  in  commission,  or  not.  If  the  condition  of 
the  treasury  will  warrant  it,  (of  which  they  are  the 
judges,)  I  have  no  hesitation  in  earnestly  recommend- 
ing the  employment  of  the  largest  force  esUmated 
for.  But,  in  order  that  Congress  may,  without  troa- 
ble,  apportion  the  appropriation  to  the  force  which 
they  are  willing  to  keep  in  commission,  I  hare 
caused  to  be  prepared  a  table,  showing  the  cost  of  a 
ship  of  each  class.  Thus  the  reduction  in  the  esti- 
mates may  be  made  in  exact  proportion  to  the  redac- 
tion of  the  vessels  in  commission. 

Whether  it  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  author- 
ize a'  large  or  small  naval  force,  the  necessity  will  be 
the  same  for  placing  it  on  a  proper  footing.  The 
navy  cannot  be  reformed  by  merely  reducing  its 
size.  In  my  report  of  last  year,  I  invited  your  atten- 
tion to  a  variety  of  points  on  which  I  considered 
legislation  necessary,  in  order  to  give  due  efficiency 
to  this  department,  and  to  correct  the  abuses  existing 
throughout  the  whole  naval  establishment  In  my 
opinion,  every  reform  necessary  to  place  the  navy 
upon  the  most  useful,  and  at  the  same  time  upon  the 
most  economical  footing,  may  be  easily  effected. 
With  that  view,  I  respectfully  offer  the  following 
suggestions: 

So  far  as  the  materiel  is  concerned,  nothing  is  re- 
quired except  fidelity,  vigilance,  and  industry  on  the 
part  of  those  to  whom  that  matter  is  intrusted;  and 
such  changes  in  the  laws  as  will  insure  a  proper  ac- 
countability. A  great  deal  has  already  b^n  accom- 
plished in  this  respect  It  is  confidently  believed 
that  the.  expense  of  building,  repairing,  and  equip- 
ping our  vessels  of  war,  is  much  less  at  this  time 
than  it  was  at  any  previous  period  within  the  last 
twenty  years.  This  result  is  attributable,  not  so 
much  to  the  head  of  the  department,  as  to  the  steady 
and  zealous  efforts  of  those  ofticcrs  of  the  navy  who 
have  had  charge  of  the  navy-yards.  Little  is  now 
required,  except  to  establish  a  rigid  system  of  ac- 
countability in  cvrry  branch  of  expenditure.  Much 
has  already  been  done  to  attain  this  object. 

The  law  for  the  re-organization  of  this  department 
has  been  carried  out,  as  far  as  has  been  found  practi- 
cable. The  advantages  of  this  change,  in  the  in- 
creased facilities  of  transacting  business,  and  hi  the 
concentration  of  responsibilities,  are  manifest  and 
great.  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  the  system  is 
yet  very  imperfect.  It  is  with  extren^e  reluctance 
that  I  bring  this  subject  again  to  your  notice;  and  I 
should  not  do  so,  if  I  were  not  convinced  that  it  is 
the  wish  of  Congress  to  make  the  work  of  reform, 
which  they  have  just  commenced,  as  perfect  as  pos- 
sible. The  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  would,  it  is 
believed,  have  proved  as  complete  and  effective  in  its 
provisions,  as  could  be  reasonably  expected  of  any 
new  measure,  running  so  much  into  details;  but  the 
changes  which  were  made  in  it  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives have  produced  dilficulties  and  embar- 
rassments in  practice,  which  were  not  foreseen  at  the 
time.  The  uniting  of  two  bureaus,  whose  duties  are 
wholly  distinct,  and  require  a  wholly  difierent  order 
of  qualifications  to  discharge  them,  has  been  found  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  and  embMras^g.    The  bureaij 
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of  conBtniction  and  repairs,  for  example,  is  charged 
with  duties  of  the  hareau  of  equipment.  It  requires 
a  ship  carpenter  to  build  or  repair  a  vesse]  of  war;  it 
requires  a  naval  officer  to  equip  her.  In  like  manner, 
the  providing  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  has 
no  natural  connexion  with  hjdrographical  surveys; 
and  theft  two  subjects  are  intrusted  to  the  same 
bureau.  It  would  probably  be  impossible  to  find 
any  one  man  properly  qualified  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  building,  repairing,  and  equipping  a  vessel 
of  war;  and  although  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  so 
difficult  to  find  one  competent  to  the  duties  of  the 
two  bureauJt  of  onlnance  and  hydrography,  yet  it 
would  probably  happen,  in  most  instances,  that  he 
who  was  best  qualified  for  the  one,  would  be  least 
qualified  for  the  other.  Besides,  great  confusion  will 
necessarily  exist,  in  keeping,  by  the  same  set  of 
clerks,  the  accounts  of  matters  so  wholly  distinct. 
7*he  clerical  force  allowed  to  these  two  bureaux  is 
much  too  small.  Indeed,  this  is  true  (though  not  to 
the  same  extent)  ef  the  other  bureaux.  1'he  seveie 
labors  imposed,  and  the  small  salaries  allowed,  are 
positive  discouragements  to  a  zealous  and  energetic 
discharge  of  duly. 

In  providing  a  chief  of  the  bureau  of  construction, 
eqaipment,  and  repair,  the  alternative  was  between 
a  naval  captain  qualified  to  equip,  and  a  naval  con- 
stmctor  qualified  to  build  and  repair.  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  prefer  the  former,  and  the  place  is  filled 
by  a  member  of  the  late  Board  of  Navy  Commission- 
ers. But,  in  uniting  the  two  bureaux,  it  was,  I  pre^ 
same,  not  perceived  that  the  salary,  originally  con- 
templated for  the  bureau  of  construction  and  repairs, 
was  retained.  Thus  it  happens  that  one  of  the  cap- 
tains, at  the  head  of  a  bureau,  receives  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  less  than  his  pay  as  captain  in 
command;  and  less,  by  the  same  sum,  than  is  receiv- 
ed by  each  of  the  captains  holding  correspondent 
stations  in  the  department.  This  was  doubtless  not 
intended,  and  will  be  corrected. 

I  also  respectfully  suggest  that  there  is  no  good 
reason  for  giving  to  the  chief  of  the  bureau  of  medi- 
cine a  less  salary  than  is  received  by  others  in  cor- 
responding positions.  He  ought  to  be,  and  it  is 
presumed  always  will  be,  a  man  of  a  high  order  of 
professional  attainments  and  general  education,  hold- 
ing a  social  position  equal,  in  all  respects,  to  that  of 
any  other  man.  His  expenses,  of  course,  will  be  as 
great,  and  his  sacrifices  certainly  will  not  be  less. 
Of  the  importance  and  utility  of  this  bureau,  I  already 
have  the  most  satisfactory  proof,  in  the  improved 
organization  of  the  medical  department  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  in  the  saving  of  expense  greatly  beyond 
my  expectations.  An  expenditure,  twice  as  large 
as  the  bureau  now  calls  for,  will  be  more  than  twice 
saved  annually,  by  its  services.  Its  claims,  there- 
fore, to  the  increase  of  salary  which  I  recommend, 
are  of  the  strongest  character  in  every  respect. 

These  defects  in  the  law  are  obvious.  Whenever 
they  shall  be  corrected,  it  is  confidently  believed 
that  a  system  of  administration  may  be  established 
in  this  department,  as  prompt,  exact,  and  efficient 
as  ean  be  found  in  any  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  acts  of  the  last  session,  "  to  establish 
and  regulate  the  navy  ration,"  and  "  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  pursers  and  other  officers  of  the  navy,"  promise 
be  most  beneficial  results  to  the  economy  of  the 
service;  and  will  probably  remove  many  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  would  otherwise  have  exi^ited,  in  ac- 
complishing all  the  objects  proposed  in  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  department. 

The  personnel  of  the  navy  is  a  subject  of  much 
deeper  interest,  although  it  presents  no  greater  diffi- 
culties. That  abuses  exist,  and  that  the  public  eye 
is  occasiooally  offended  with  displays  of  disreputa- 
ble behavior,  is  not  surprising.  Such  things  might 
be  expected  in  any  body  of  men  equally  numerous; 
they  are  seen  every  day  in  social  circles  on  shore, 
without  affixing  to  those  circles  any  individual,  or 
even  general  reproach.  The  n^yy  is  as  free  from  such 
scandals  as  any  equal  number  of  men  in  any  order 
of  society.  It  is  matter  of  just  surprise  that  it  should 
be  BO,  Withdrawn,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  very 
nature  of  their  pursuits,  from  the  immediate  influ- 
ence of  that  public  opinion  which  is  the  best  correc- 
tive of  manners,  and.with  a  most  imperfect  system  of 
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there  but  their  own  sense  of  propriety  to  prevent 
naval  officers  from  falling  into  the  worst  excesses? 
For  twenty  years  past,  the  navy  has  received  firom 
the  Government  little  more  than  a  step-mother's 
care.  It  was  established  without  plan,  and  has  been 
conducted  upon  no  principle,  fixed  and  regulated  by 
law.  Left  to  get  along  as  well  as  it  could,  the  wonder 
is,  that  it  retains  even  a  remnant  of  the  character 
which  it  won  so  gloriously  during  the  last  war. 

Reform,  in  this  particular,  must  commence  with 
the  midshipmen.  After  a  time,  these  boys  become 
men,  and  these  midshipmen  become  lieutenants,  and 
commanders,  and  captains.  Hence  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  none  should  be  appointed  who  are 
not  duly  qualified,  and  suited  in  %11  respects  to  that 
peculiar  service.  And  yet,  to  this  great  and  funda- 
mental truth  no  attention  has  hitherto  been  paid. 
The  department  has  been  left  free  to  appoint  whom 
it  pleased,  and  as  many  as  it  pleased,  without  any 
law  whatever  to  guide  or  regulate  its  judgment. 
The  only  rule  by  which  the  Secretary  can  be  govern- 
ed, is  to  appoint  those  who  are,  or  who  seem  to  be, 
best  recommended;  and  yet,  in  half  the  cases,  the  boy 
himself  is  as  well  known  as  those  who  certify  in  his 
favor.  Hence  the  Secretary  acts  in  the  dark,  and 
must,  of  necessity,  be  often  in  error.  It  is  a  notori- 
ous fact,  that  wayward  and  incorrigible  boys,  whom 
even  parental  autiiority  cannot  control,  are  often  sent 
to  the  navy,  as  a  mere  school  of  discipline,  or  to  save 
them  from  the  reproach  to  which  their  conduct  ex 
poses  them  on  shore.  It  is  not  often  that  skilful 
officers  or  valuable  men  are  made  out  of  such  mate- 
rials.   The  corrective  which  I  propQse  is  this: 

1 .  The  naval  establishment  shall  be  fixed  by  law; 
ascertaining,  among  other  things,  the  number  of  offi- 
cers to  be  allowed  in  each  grade.  There  must  be  a 
due  proportion  among  the  several  grades,  or  else  it 
will  be  impossible  that  the  different  duties  of  the  ser- 
vice can  be  properly  discharged.  In  this  respect,  the 
proviso  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  limiting  the  number  of  midshipmen  to  the 
number  who  were  in  service  on  the  1st  January, 
1841,  and  of  other  officers  to  the  number  who  were 
in  service  on  the  1st  January,  1842,  will,  if  persisted 
in,  prove  extremely  unfortunate  in  its  action.  The 
precise  proportion,  proper  for  the  effective  officering 
of  a  ship,  depends  upon  her  class.  We  may  find, 
in  an  average  of  the  different  ships,  a  rule  near 
enough  to  perfect  accuracy  to  afford  a  safe  guide  of 
legislation  upon  the  subject.  But  this  proportion  is 
wholly  destroyed  by  the  proviso  above  mentioned;  so 
that  it  will  be  impossible,  under  that  law,  to  furnish 
the  proper  officers  for  the  several  stations  of  our  ships 
of  war,  supposing  any  considerable  number  of  our 
captains  and  commanders  to  be  employed.  The  in- 
convenience of  that  proviso  is  already  felt,  in  regard 
to  the  medical  officers  in  the  service.  I  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  at  the  last  session,  the  pressing 
necessity  for  an  Increase  of  the  number  of  surgeons 
and  assistants.  There  are  not  now  in  service  enough 
to  afford  the  aid  which  it  is  the  acknowledged  duty 
of  the  Government  to  afford  to  those  who  are  engaged 
in  her  service  at  sea;  and  yet,  whatever  may  be 
the  necessity  for  them,  their  numbers  cannot  be  in- 
creased. In  regard  to  the  forward  warrant  officers, 
(such  as  boatswain,  carpenter,  gunner,  Sec,,)  the  re- 
i^triction  is  scarcely  less  inconvenient.   They  are  ap- 

'  pointed  only  as  their  services  are  required;  so  that 
there  is  no  danger  that  their  numbers  will  be  incon- 
veniently great.  At  all  events,  they  should  bear  a 
due  proportion  to  the  other  officers. 

2.  There  should  be  established  proper  naval  schools 
on  shore.  Little  or  no  attention  has  hitherto  been 
paid  to  the  proper  education  of  naval  officers. 
Through  a  long  course  of  years,  the  young  midship- 
men were  left  ^o  educate  themselves  and  one  another; 
and  it  is  creditable  to  them  that  they  lost  few  oppor- 
tunities of  doing  so.  Suitable  teachers  are  now  pro- 
vided for  them;  but  their  schools  are  kept  in  receiv- 
ing ships  and  cruising  vessels,  in  the  midst  of  a 
thousand  interruptions  and  impediments  which 
render  the  whole  system  of  little  or  no  value.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  foundation^  of  a  solid  and 
useful  education  can  rarely  be  laid.  This  subject 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress  at  its  last 
session,  and  a  bill  establishing  a  naval  school  passed 
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Representatives,  for  want  of  time.  I  again  earnestly 
recommend  it,  convinced,  as  I  am,  that  its  effect 
upon  the  navy  will  be  in  the  highest  degrae  benefi- 
cial. If  adopted,  Congress  will,  of  course,  prescribe 
such  rules  and  regulations  in  regard  to  it,  as  may 
seem  to  them  proper;  but  I  respectfully  suggest  the 
following  as  the  outline  of  the  system: 

The  school  shall  be  established  at  such  of  the  old 
military  fortifications  oh  the  seaboard  as  may  afford 
suitable  accommodations,  and  as  may  not  be  required 
by  the  War  Department 

The  officers  and  teachers  shall  be  supplied  from 
those  actually  in  the  naval  service;  and  all  nautical 
instruments,  boats  for  practice,  &c.,  shall  be  furnish- 
ed from  the  navy.  This  will  save  nearly  the  whole 
expense  of  the  schools. 

Instruction  in  the  schools  shall  be  given  to  candi- 
dates for  admission  into  the  navy,  and  to  midship- 
men actually  in  the  service. 

The  admission  of  candidates  shall  be  regulated  by 
law,  as  is  done  in  regard  to  the  West  Point  Academy. 

No  boy  shall  receive  an  acting  appointment  in  the 
navy,  until  he  shall  have  passed  a  certain  period  of 
diligent  study  at  a  naval  school;  nor  unless  he  shall 
produce  the  necessary  certificates  from  his  officers 
and  instructors  of  his  good  conduct,  capacity,  physi- 
cal ability,  and  general  fitness. 

Among  those  who  shall  produce  such  certificate's, 
appointments  shall  be  made  according  to  such  rule 
as  Congress  shall  prescribe. 

These  precautions  will  afford  a  reasonable  assu- 
rance that  no  boy  will  be  admitted  ^into.  the  navy, 
withoutbeing  qualified  for,  and  worthy  of,  that  station. 
But  the  watchful  care  of  the  Government  over  him 
should  not  stop  here.  He  should  receive,  in  the 
first  instance,  an  acting  appointment,  (as  is  now  the 
practice,)  and  not  be  entiUed  to  a  fUll  appointment 
until  he  shall  have  seen  at  least  one  year's  service 
at  sea,  and  made  suitable  progress  in  the  science  and 
practical  duties  of  the  service.  After  receiving  his 
full  appointment,  he  should  pass  not  less  than  five 
years  in  active  service  at  sea,  before  he  should  be 
entitled  to  examination  for  a  warrant  as  "  passed 
midshipman."  That  examination  should  be  rigour- 
ous  and  thorough,  and  none  should  be  entitled  to  it 
who  could  not  produce  the  most  satisfactory  proofii 
of  good  conduct,  attainments,  capacity,  and  general 
fitness.  By  this  time,  the  boy  will  have  attained  a  ' 
period  of  life  when  the  character  is  generally  well 
developed,  and,  in  some  degree,  fixed;  so  that  the 
country  will  have  good  reason  to  trust  him  in  the 
higher  grades  of  the  service.  A  corps  of  officers, 
formed  of  such  materials,  would  probably  present 
few  instances  of  misconduct  or  incapacity;  and  would 
reflect  honor  on  the  countiy,  while  rendering  to  it 
the  most  valuable  services. 

This  system  could  not  fail  to  relieve  the  personnel 
of  the  navy,  after  a  time,  of  all  its  present  incum- 
brances, and  would  certainly  tend  to  keep  it  in  a 
healthy  condition.  But  it  would  be  too  slow  in  its 
operation  for  the  cure  of  existing  evils.  Probably 
there  never  was  a  similar  institution  in  any  country, 
into  which  abuses  have  not  crept,  after  so  long  a 
period  as  thirty  years  of  profound  peace,  and  of  con- 
sequent neglect.  Governments  and  their  people  are 
too  apt  to  overlook  the  military  arm,  when  there  is 
no  immediate  need  of  its  protection;  forgetting  the 
wise  maxim,  that  in  peace  we  should  prepare  for  war. 
Our  navy  has  experienced  its  full  share  of  those 
unfavorable  influences;  and  the  natural  consequence 
is  seen  in  the  admitted  fact,  that  it  contains  some 
officers  who  do  no  credit  to  their  commissions. 
Their  number,  however,  is  much  smaller  than  might 
have  been  justly  expected,  under  the  operation  of  so 
many  discouraging  and  corrupting  causes.  £very 
nation  finds  it  necessary,  after  particular  intervals  of 
peace,  to  revise  and  reform  its  military  establish- 
ments; and  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  such  a 
corrective  may  be  advantageously  applied  to  the 
navy  of  the  United  States.  The  only  difficulty  is 
in  adopting  the  right  process.  To  dismiss  from  the 
service  officers  who  have  committed  no  positive 
offence,  would  be  unjust  and  cruel.  The  nature  of 
their  profession  is  such  as  to  disqualify  them  for 
nearly  all  the  pursuits  of  industry  on  shore.  Most 
of  them  have  been  kept  long  on  probation,  and  have 
been  thus  encouraged  to  expect  that  they  would 
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remain  in  th^  service.  Many  of  them  now  have 
fimiilies  dependent  on  them,  who  would  be  exposed 
to  great  suffering  if  the  public  support  should  be 
entirely  withdrawn.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  officer  stipulates  with  his 
country,  that  he  will  be  both  willing  and  able  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  station  which  he  solicits 
and  receives  at  her  hand;  and  he  has,  therefore,  no 
right  to  complain  that  she  rejects  him  when  be  proves 
either  neglectful  or  incompetent  Perhaps  no  more 
just  rule  can  be  adopted  than  to  compel  the  officer 
to  retire,  upon  a  certain  proportion  of  his  annual 
pay.  A  system  of  compulsory  furlough,  properly 
regulated,  and  guarded  against  abuse,  would  have 
the  most  salutary  effect.  To  lodge  such  a  power  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  would  probably  not  be 
generally  acceptable.  The  natural  jealousy  which 
every  one  feels  of  whatever  approaches  to  arbitrary 
power,  would  present  a  strong  objection  with  most 
persons  to  intrusting  so  much  to  the  discretion  of 
any  one  man.  For  myself,  however,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  only  danger  would  be  that  the  power 
would  ,be  too  cautiously  and  too  seldom  exerted. 
Public  opinion,  in  this  countty,  is  a  sure  corrective 
of  all  abuses  of  that  sort;  and  no  man,  who  valued 
either  his  reputation  or  his  comfort,  would  hazard 
the  one  or  the  other  by  challenging  that  public 
opinion  for^the  indulgence  of  any  feeling  unbecom- 
ing  the  impartial  justice  of  his  station.  Still,  how- 
ever, it  is  desirable,  not  only  that  the  department 
should  be  in  fact  just  and  impartial,  but  that  the  pub- 
lic and  the  navy  officers  should  believe  it  to  be  so. 
I  propose,  therefore,  that,  whenever  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  shall  be  of  opinion  that  an  officer  is  unfit 
for  the  service,  he  shall  be  requirec^  to  present  his 
name  to  the  Senate  for  furlough;  stating  fully,  (if  re- 
quired so  to  do,)  the  reasons  for  that  opinion.  If  the 
Senate,  after  such  inquiry  as  it  may  choose  to  insti- 
tute, shall  concur  vnth  him,  the  officer  shall  be  put 
on  furlough  upon  a  certain  proportion — say  one- 
half  his  pay,  and  be  considered  out  of  the  service. 
In  this  way,  the  same  power  that  appoints,  will  re- 
move; and  the  act,  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate, will  be  placed  above  the  suspicion  of  injustice 
or  oppression. 

It  may  be  urged,  as  an  objection  to  this  plan,  that 
it  will  create  a  body  of  quaii  pensioners  upon  the 
treasury,  who  have  done  nothing  to  deserve  such 
favor.  This  is  not  true  in  point  of  fact.  These 
officers  are  already  in  the  service;  and  if  they  be  not 
put  on  furlough,  will  receive  their  vfkole  pay  instead 
of  only  half  of  it  No  officer  will  ever  be  put  on 
furlough  if  he  be  really  qualified  for  the  service;  and 
if  he  be  not  qualified,  he  ought  not  to  be,  and  I  pre- 
sume will  not  be,  called  into  service  at  all.  Of 
course,  he  will  remain  a  dead  weight  upon  the  treas- 
ury, to  the  full  amount  of  his  whole  pay.  To  put 
him  on  furlough,  therefore,  is  a  positive  relief  to  the 
treasury,  to  the  extent  of  one-half  his  pay. 

But  the  evil,  if  it  really  be  one,  will  be  of  very 
short  duration.  When  the  navy  officer  shall  come 
to  understand  that  there  is  a  process  more  certain  and 
summary  than  a  trial  by  court-martial,  by  which  his 
dignity  and  his  income  may  both  be  reduced,  he  will 
be  cautious  not  to  bring  himself  within  such  peril. 
The  effect  of  the  furlough  system  will  be  to  create  a 
^  new  motive  on  the  part  of  the  naval  officer  to  exert 
himself  to  excel  in  his  profession,  and  to  place  him- 
self aUbve  suspicion  in  point  of  personal  character 
and  conduct  The  l)€lief,  heretofore  prevailing,  that 
an  officer  of  any  standing  in  the  navy  could  not  be 
driven  out  of  it,  or  at  least  that  he  could  not  be  kept 
outDf  it,  has  had  a  strong  influence  in  ruining  its 
discipline,  and  corrupting  its  morals  and  manners. 
The  furlough  system,  firmly  administered,  will 
serve* to  remove  this  impression;  and,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  an  unsparing  and  impartial  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  through  courts-martial,  will  soon 
purify  the  service,  and  will  long  keep  it  pure.  When 
the  inefficient,  who  are  now  in  the  navy,  shall  have 
been  removed,  it  is  probable  that  the  treasury  will 
thereafter  be  rarely  taxed  with  the  pay  of  furloughed 
officers.  The  necessity  of  some  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, by  which  the  navy  may  be  rid  of  the  incompc 
Sent  as  well  as  of  the  guilty,  is  universally  admitted; 
and  I  have  not  oeen  able  to  devise  any  mode  more 
just,  more  effective,  or  less  objectionable  on  the  f  core 
9f  expense,  than  that  which  I  now  suggest 


If  this  system  should  be  fully  and  faithfully  carried 
out,  I  do  not  perceive  that  anything  more  will  be 
necessary  to  insure  to  the  navy  competent  and  hon- 
orable officers.  Hitherto  it  has  been  their  great  mis- 
fortune, that  with  fewer  opportunities  than  others  to 
educate  themselves,  the  Government  has  done  noth- 
ing to  educate  them.  The  cadet  frdm  West  Point 
enters  the  army  well-founded  in  the  principles  of 
solid  and  useful  learning,  and  fully  prepared  to  en< 
gage  with  advantage  in  any  pursuit,  whether  of  civil 
or  military  life.  The  candidate  for  the  navy,  on  the 
contrary,  is  deemed  well  enough  qualified  if  he  be 
able  to  read  and  write,  to  answer  a  few  simple  ques- 
tions in  geography  and  English  grammar,  and  to 
solve  plain  problems  in  the  elementary  rules  of  arith- 
metic. Why  should  this  difference  be  made?  Im- 
portant as  a  proper  preparatory  education  may  be 
to  the  army  officer,  it  is  even  more  important  to  the 
officer  of  the  navy.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  he  has 
few  opportunities  to  improve  himself,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  he  is  the  most  frequent  representative 
of  his  country  abroad;  the  standard  by  which  foreign 
nations  will  be  most  apt  to  measure  her  moral  and 
intellectual  character.  He  is  also  frequently  intrust- 
ed with  important  and  delicate  negotiations,  involv- 
ing the  rights  of  our  citizens,  and  the  peace  and 
honor  of  our  country.  The  function  of  the  naval 
commander  is  much  more  useful,  important,  and 
dignified,  than  is  generally  supposed.  To  his  skill 
and  vigilance  are  intrusted,  at  every  hour  of  the  day 
and  night,  the  safety  of  the  ship,  and  the  lives  of 
her  crew.  The  honor  of  his  country's  flag,  and,  in 
a  great  degree,  )]er  harmonious  relations  in  peace,  and 
her  protection  in  war,  are  among  the  awful  trusts 
with  which  he  is  clothed.  Very  few  men  can  be 
found  qualified  in  every  respect  for  so  high  and  im- 
posing an  office ;  and,  unhappily,  there  are  too  few 
among  those  who  now  hold  it,  who  duly  feel  its  im- 
portance and  dignity.  I  humbly  think  that  it  is  a 
high  duty  of  Government  to  adopt  every  means,  cal- 
culated in  any  degree  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
character  in  the  naval  commander,  and  to  fit  him  in 
knowledge,  in  professional  skill,  and  in  personal 
character,  to  discharge  the  high  and  solemn  duties  of 
his  office.  This  can  be  best  done,  by  giving  him  a 
suitable  preparatory  education,  and  by  providing 
proper  and  ready  means  of  removing  him  from  the 
ranks  of  his  profession,  whenever  he  may  be  found 
unworthy  to  occupy  a  place  in  them. 

I  respectfully  renew  the  suggestion  heretofore 
made,  that  there  is  yet  one  thing  more,  necessary 
to  complete  the  process  of  reform.  The  naval  officer 
should  feel  that  he  has  a  pi  see  in  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  country,  and  that  the  honors  and 
distinctions  which  his  services .  shall  have  earned 
will  not  be  withheld  from  him.  Promotion  is  the 
vital  principle  of  military  service;  and  hence  as  many 
grades  should  be  established  as  may  be  found  consist- 
ent with  the  due  order  and  efficiency  of  the  service. 
The  experience  of  everj'  day  tends  to  confirm  me  in 
the  belief  that  the  several  grades  of  admiral,  vice 
admiral,  and  rear  admiral,  ought  to  be  established 
in  our  navy.  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  this  subject 
to  your  notice  in  my  last  report,  and  to  urge  such 
reasons  as  seemed  to  me  to  be  sufficient  in  supi>ort  of 
the  recommenflation  now  renewed.  I  have  only  to 
add  that  this  important  measure  need  not  increase 
the  expenses  of  the  navy  at  all.  It  will  afibrd  an  op-' 
portunity  to  reward,  by  well-deserved  promotion,  many 
officers  in  the  several  grades,  who  are  well  qualified 
for  the  highest  stations  and  most  important  duties  of 
the  service.  These  men,  most  of  whom  would  soon 
become  the  ornaments  and  grace  of  any  other  navy 
in  the  world,  are  likely,  under  our  present  system,  to 
grow  gray  in  subordinate  and  obscure  stations;  their 
merits  unacknowledged  and  their  usefulness  thrown 
away.  We  may  at  least  be  allowed  to  regret  that  the 
higher  officers  of  the  navy — those  who,  by  their  sei- 
vices  in  war,  have  reflected  most  honor  on  their  coun- 
try, and  given  the  best  proofs  of  their  own  merits — are 
so  rapidly  passing  from  the  stage  of  life,  that  even  if 
our  policy  in  this  respect  should  ultimately  change, 
others  are  likely  to  reap  the  honors  which  t/iet/  have 
so  richly  earned.  This  should  be  deemed  by  a  gene- 
rous country  a  reason  for  adopting,  at  once,  a  policy 
which,  beyond  all  doubt,  will  ultimately  be  forced 
upon  us,  if  we  shall  continue  to  maintain  any  navy 
fttaU. 


I  again  respectfully  ask  for  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  marines,  and  of  marine  officers  of  the  lower 
grades.  Not  less  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars  of 
the  public  property  are  now  exposed  in  our  navy< 
yards,  to  conflagration  and  theft,  for  want  of  proper 
marine  guards.  Thefts  to  a  considerable  extent  have 
recently  been  detected,  and  doubtless  others  have 
been  committed  which  never  will  be  detected.  One 
fire,  which  a  single  additional  marine  might  prevent, 
would  probably  destroy  in  a  few  hours  more  than 
the  expenses  of  the  whole  marine  fnrce  for  ten  years. 
Surely,  it  cannot  be  true  economy  to  leave  so  much 
of  the  public  property  exposed  to  such  g;reat  dangers, 
oir  want  of  so '  very  cheap  a  protection  as  a  few  ad- 
dAional  marines. 

It  is  an  object  of  great  interest  to  me,  to  make  the 
navy  subservient  to  the  encoursgement  of  American 
industry.  This  may  be  done,  not  only  by  the  pro* 
tection  which  it  affords  to  American  corainerrs, 
(upon  which  I  have  already  commented,)  but  also 
by  means  of  the  supplies  which  it  requires.  We  art 
probably  the  only  people  in  the  world  who  can,  with 
perfect  convenience,  build,  equip,  arm,  feed,  and 
clothe  a  navy  of  the  largest  size  from  our  own  home 
resources.  A  nation  of  any  magnitude,  having  all 
the  materials  of  war  constantly  at  its  command,  is 
essentially  powerful.  Hence  it  is  of  the  utmost  im* 
portance  that  we  should  adopt  a  policy  calculated  at 
once  to  cherish  and  to  develop  these  sources  of  oor 
strength  and  security.  The  measures  more  immedi* 
ately  necessary  to  accomplish  this  objecst  have  tl* 
ready  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  Congress;  but,  as 
they  have  not  yet  been  acted  on,  it  would  seem  to  be 
proper  that  I  should  again  refer  to  them. 

The  first  in  importance  is  the  preservation  of  navy 
timber,  growing  on  the  public  lands.  No  other  coun- 
try possesses  so  rich  a  store  of  this  material  as  the 
United  States.  Properly  protected,  it  would  affoid 
a  supply  for  the  largest  navy  in  the  world,  for  an  in- 
definite time,  without  any  sensible  diminution.  But 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  laws  which  have  been  ensct< 
ed  with  this  view,  are  in  some  respects  inoperative, 
and  in  all  respects  inefficient  Depredations  of  the 
most  ruinous  kind  are  daily  committed,  in  spite  of  all 
the  vigilance  which. this  department  can  use,  and  in 
defiance  of  all  the  power  which  it  is  authorized  to 
exert  Our  own  people  are  daily  selling  to  the  Gov. 
ernment,  timber  which  they  take  against  law,  from 
the  public  lands;  and  it  is  understood  that  large  sap- 
plies  of  the  same  timber  are  already  contracted  tot 
by  foreign  Governments.  It  is  impossible  to  prevent 
these  depredations  under  existing  laws.  The  sub- 
ject is,  in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  the  serious  and 
prompt  attention  of  Congress.  If  they  should 
thoroughly  investigate  it  the  information  which  this 
department  can  afford  will  not  fail  to  convince  them 
of  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the  laws  relatiDg  to 
it  and  of  additional  grants  of  power  and  means 
to  the  officers  of  the  Government  to  whom  they 
may  choose  to  intrust  this  valuable  part  of  the  public 
property. 

The  subject  next  in  importance  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a  navy-yard  on  the  largest  scale,  on  the 
waters  of  the  lower  Mississippi.  I  had  the  honor  to 
give  my  views  upon  this  subject,  in  a  report  to  the 
Senate  of  the  3 1st  of  January  last  Respectfully  tv- 
fcrring  to  that  report,  I  forbear  to  repeat  at  laife 
the  suggestions  which  it  offers.  I  vnll  only  say  that 
the  object  which  I  have  in  view  is  to  afford  what* 
ever  facilities  such  an  establishment  can  afford  to  the 
industry  of  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  now 
cut  off,  in  a  great  degree,  from  its  due  share  in  the 
supplies  of  the  navy.  The  iron  of  that  region 
would  find  there  a  ready  and  convenient  m&rket;  an 
extensive  rope-walk — a  necessary  appendage  to 
such  a  navy-yard — would  present  a  constant  de- 
mand for  hemp ;  the  provisions  of  the  West  now 
worth  little  or  nothing,  from  their  superabundance, 
would  find  a  ready  purchaser  at  fair  prices.  Eveiy 
branch  of  Western  mdustry  would  feel,  directly  or 
indirectly,  the  influence  of  such  an  establishment; 
while  the  navy  itself  would  be  secure  of  abundant 
and  cheap  supplies,  sufficiently  convenient  to  the 
ocean,  and  yet  perfectly  safe  from  the  attacks  of  any 
enemy. 

It'  IS  by  arrangements  of  this  sort  that  the  navy 
can  be  made  to  return  to  the  country  twice  the 
wetlth  which  is  expended  in  support  of  it    The 
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wealth  of  a  nation  does  not  consist  in  the  quantity  of 
gold  which  it  may  ha^e  in  its  treasury;  the  econo- 
my of  a  nation  b  not  shown  only  in  the  smallness  of 
its  ezpoiditures.  It  is  rich  only  in  proportion  as  its 
people  are  rich ;  and  it  is  economical  only  so  far  as 
it  applies  the  public  money  to  uses  more  valuable  to 
the  people  who  pay  it,  than  the  money  itself.  This  is 
hat  another  name  for  national  thrift ;  but  it  is  the 
only  sense  in  which  national  economy  is  of  any  value. 
Mnc^-tenths  of  the  appropriations  to  the  navy  are 
paid  back  to  our  own  people  for  materials,  labor,  and 
subsistence.  It  is  thus  ^u/ info  a rc«/af ion,  paying 
debts,  supplying  wants,  and  sustaining  credit  Every 
dollar  thus  employed  increases  the  tax-paying  alfil- 
ity  of  the  people  to  twice  that  amount  and  this  tax* 
paying  ability  is  the  true  wealth  of  the  nation.  The 
expenses  of  the  navy,  therefore,  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered a  dead  tax  upon  the  treasury.  They  not  only 
go  back  and  circulate  among  our  own  people,  but, 
unlike  most  other  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
they  give  employment  to  industry,  encouragement  to 
enterprise,  and  patronage  to  genius.  They  perform, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  office  of  a  protective  tariff,  in 
developing  and  bringing  into  use  various  sources  of 
our  national  wealth,  particularly  in  copper,  iron, 
hemp,  provisions,  and  coal.  The  effect  of  even  a 
small  diBbunement,  ^o  made,  upon  the  public  pros- 
perity and  comfort,  is  much  more  important  and  ex- 
tensive than  the  first  view  of  it  would  lead  us  to  sup- 
pose. I  am  far  from  saying  that  taxes  ought  to  be 
levied  merely  for  the  purpose  of  so  expending  them. 
No  tax  should  be  imposed,  direct  or  indirect,  which 
is  not  required  for  the  legitimate  and  proper  uses  of 
Government.  But  if  a  necessity  for  the  tax  can  be 
shown  to  exist — ^if  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  a|^ly  it  clearly  appear  to  be  useful  and 
profitable  to  the  country,  far  beyond  the  measure  of 
the  tax  itselff-^it  ceases  to  be  a  burden,  and  is  relieved 
from  all  fair  objection.  Such,  in  my  opinion,  is 
emphatically  the  case  with  almost  the  entire  appro- 
priation to  the  naval  service.  It  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  such  appropriations,  at  liberal  as  any 
cwwenient  and  proper  revenue  system  -will  allotp, 
may  be,  and  of  necessity  muat  be,  applied  to  "uses 
far  more  valuable  to  the  people  who^pay  them,  than 
the  money  itself;"  and  Uiat,  far  from  being  an  op- 
pressive burden,  they  will  operate  as  a  measure  of 
positive  relief. 

In  looking  for  the  sources  of  unnecessary  expense 
throughout  the  naval  establishment,  I  have  found 
ranch  to  correct.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  our  navy 
has  cost  much  more  than  it  ought  to  have  cost,  con- 
sidering the  small  number  of  vessels  that  we  have 
usually  kept  in  commission.  I  do  not  know  that 
this  could  have  been  very  easily  prevented  under 
the  former  defective  organization  of  the  department. 
The  mode  heretofore  pursued,  of  obtaining  the  sup- 
plies of  the  surgeon's  and  purscr^s  department,  has 
satjected  the  seamen  to  unnecessary  charges,  the  Gov- 
ernment to  constant  imposition,  and  in  many  cases 
to  gross  frauds,  and  consequently  to  heavy  losses. 
These  losses  have  been  the  greater,  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  proper  means  of  establishing  a  system 
of  strict  accountability,  which  would  have  enabled 
the  department  not  only  to  see  the  extent  of  the  evil, 
but  to  apply  the  proper  remedy.  The  bureaux  to 
which  these  subjects  belong  have  been  diligently  and 
successfully  engaged  in  devising  suitable  means  of 
guarding  against  similar  impositions  for  the  future. 
The  articles  are  now  procured,  as  fa:r  as  possible, 
from  those  who  make  or  produce  them;  so  that  the 
profits — always  large,  and  ott en  extortionate — which 
have  heretofore  been  paid  to  the  grocer,  the  apothe- 
cary, and  the  contractor  for  clothing,  are  saved  to 
the  Government  and  the  sailor.  Such  supplies  as 
we  are  still  compelled  to  obain  in  the  former  mode, 
are  subjected  to  rigovous  inspection,  which  assures 
us  of  their  good  quality  and  reasonable  prices ;  and 
when  btought  into  the  public  stores,  the  persons 
under  whose  charge  they  are  placed  are  required  to 
account  for  them,  with  a  degree  of  minuteness  which 
promises  to  guard  effectually  against  any  waste  or 
extravagance  in  the  use  of  them. 

I  have  very  little  doubt  that  much  of  the  mechani- 
cal labor  which  has  been  performed  at  our  navy- 
yards  has  been  too  dearly  paid  for.  I  can  perceive 
930  good  reason  why  a  mechanic  should  work  fewer 


hours  in  the  day,  or  receive  higher  wages  in  a  pub- 
lic dockyard,  than  in  a  private  workshop;  on  tho  con- 
trary, if  there  be  any  difference,  it  should  be  in  favor 
of  the  Government,  in  consequence  of  the  more  con- 
stant employment  and  the  more  prompt  and  certain 
pay.  It  is  certainly  good  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  give  such  wages  as  will  comman^ 
the  most  competent  and  faithful  workmen;  but  this, 
can  always  be  done,  for  the  reason  above  assigned, 
for  the  same  wages  which  are  paid  at  the  best  pri- 
vate establishments.  Measures  have  been  adopted  to 
place  the  Government  upon  terms  of  just  equality 
with  indi  vidualis  in  this  respect. 

But  a  still  more  considerable  source  of  expense  in 
building,  repairing,  arming,  and  equipping  our  ves- 
sels of  war,  may  be  found  in  the  high  prices  and  in- 
different quality  of  the  iron  and  copper  which  have 
been  used.  The  department  has  given  much  atten- 
tion to  these  two  important  subjects,  with  a  view  to 
the  correction  of  former  abuses.  In  particular  kinds 
of  iron,  the  standard  has  been  raised  seventy-five  per 
cent.;  and  yet  it  is  found  that  supplies  can  be  o^ 
tained  at  less  prices  than  heretofore,  although  the 
quality  is  nearly  twice  as  good.  The  fact  now  gen- 
erally known,  that  proper  tests  are  applied,  and  that 
no  iron  will  be  received  which  does  not  bear  them, 
has  served  lo  create  an  honorable  competition  among 
those  engaged  in  that  branch  of  industry;  so  that 
the  most  important  improvements  are  constantly 
made.  The  United  States  can  furnish  as  good  iron 
as  any  other  country  in  the  world,  and,  with  suitable 
encouragement,  would  soon  be  able  to  supply  the 
world  with  that  metal. 

In  chain  cables  an  invaluable  improvement  has 
been  made.  None  but  the  very  best  iron  is  ever  ap- 
plied to  that  use;  and  an  apparatus  is  now  in  progress, 
and  very  nearly  completed,  for  subjecting  the  cables, 
when  finished,  to  thermotension.  A  long  series  of 
careful  and  accurate  experiments  has  ascertained  that 
this  process  adds  seventeen  per  cent  to  its  strength. 
By  this  means,  the  weight,  and  consequently  the  cost, 
of  a  cable  of  given  strength  is  greatly  diminished; 
and  so  also  is  the  labor  of  handling  it  on  board  ship. 
For  this  great  improvement  we  are  indebted  to  the 
scientific  information  and  industrious  researches  of 
Professor  Walter  R.  Johnson,  of  Philadelphia.  It  is 
impossible  to  calculate  its  value  to  the  whole  naviga- 
ting interest  of  the  world.  The  fate  of  the  largest 
ship  and  of  all  her  crew  often  depends  upon  the 
strength  of  her  cables ;  so  that  a  little  more  or  less 
of  strength  in  a  single  link  may  save  or  destroy  her. 
I  have  considered  it,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  improve,  by  every  practicable  means,  the 
quality  of  chain-cable  iron.  It  is  believed  that  even 
at  the  present  day,  we  are  not  surpassed  in  this  re- 
spect by  any  other  nation;  and  if  improvements  shall 
advance  hereafter,  as  rapidly  as  heretofore,  we  may 
in  a  short  time  safely  challenge  the  competition  of 
the  world. 

A  similar  improvement  has  been  made  in  iron  for 
ordnance.  Too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached 
to  the  soundness  of  cannon.  The  bursting  of  a  sin- 
gle gun  in  battle,  is  often  more  disastrous  than  many 
broadsides  from  an  enemy.  It  not  only  destroys 
life,  and  withdraws  so  much  from  the  effective  bat- 
tery of  the  ship,  but  it  also  creates  confusion  and 
disorder;  excites  in  the  minds  of  the  crew  distrust  in 
the  soundness  of  the  other  guns,  and  thus  discour- 
ages and  renders  them  timid.  Hence,  no  consider- 
ation of  mere  money-saving  should  ever  enter  into 
the  arrangements  for  procuring  ordnance  for  the 
navy.  True  economy  requires  that  the  very  best 
guns  -which  can  be  madey  and  none  others,  should 
ever  be  used.  Upon  this  idea  thi^  department  is 
acting.  No  cannon  is  received,  which  does  not  bear 
the  most  satis&ctory  tests;  and  yet  it  is  not  found 
that  the  cost  of  ordnance  is  any  greater  than  hereto- 
fore. On  the  contrary,  g^ns  of  the  same  kind,  which 
have  heretofere  cost  more  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  per  ton,  have  recently  been  contracted 
for  at  ninety-five  dollars. 

In  coppery  the  frauds  which  have  been  practised 
upon  the  Government  have  been  gross  and  enormous. 
Pure  copper  ought  to  last  upon  a  ship*s  bottom 
twenty  years;  and  yet,  that  which  we  have  used  upon 
our  ships  of  war  has  not  lasted,  upon  an  average, 
more  than  seven.    Upon  examining  a  portion  of  the 


copper  recently  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  Colum- 
bus, I  found  that  it  exhibited  the  appearance  of 
worm-eaten  wood;  the  reason  of  which  is,  that  it  was 
full  of  impurities,  which  corroded  and  fell  out  Even 
that  which  remained,  instead  of  p'ossessing  the  tough- 
ness which  belongs  to  pure  copper,  would  not  bear 
to  be  bent  but  broke  short  off,  like  a  piece  of  cabt 
iron.  It  is  impossible  to  be  too  careful  in  procuring 
an  article  so  costly  as  copper.  Nothing  but  the  ^p- 
plicatioi^  of  proper  sciendfic  tests  can  detect  its  im- 
purities, or  prevent  the  grossest  and  most  ruinous 
impositions.  A  single  defective  sheet  on  the  bottom 
of  a  large  ship  will  render  it  necessary  to  bring  her 
into  dock,  and  will  thus  cost  the  country  ten  times 
as  much  as  would  have  been  required  to  prevent  any 
such  result  The  copper  in  a  ship's  bottom  is  no 
small  part  of  her  entire  cost;  and  this  cost  is  more 
than  doubled  by  using  copper  of  had  quality. 

The  great  importance  of  guarding  against  imposi- 
tions in  this  respect  has  induced  the  department  to 
institute  a  series  of  experiments,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Professor  Johnson ;  the  results  of  which 
promise  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  economy  of  the 
service.  These  results  I  have  the  honor  to  commu- 
nicate in  a  copy  of  Mr.  Johnson's  report,  hereto 
annexed. 

As  steamships  will  hereafter  form  a  part  of  our 
navy,  it  becomes  important  to  ascertain  what  kind 
of  fuel  can  be  most  advantageously  used.  With  this 
view,  1  have  taken  measures  to  cause  a  proper  analy- 
sis to  be  made  of  th^  several  coals  of  our  country, 
and  also  of  those  of  England.  All  persons  inter- 
ested in  this  subject  were  invited,  by  pubhc  adver- 
tisement to  send  samples  of  their  coal  to  the  navy- 
yard  in  Washingtion,  in  order  that  a  proper  com- 
parison might  be  made,  under  suitable  philosophical 
tests.  About  thirty  samples  have  been  sent,  and 
some  progr^  has  been  made  in  the  examination  of 
them.  Professor  Johnson,  to  whom  this  investiga- 
tion has  been  intrusted,  was  called  from  Washing- 
ton before  any  conclusive  results  had  been  obtained; 
but  his  experiments  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  vrill  undoubtedly  present  a  mass  of  most 
useful  information  on  this  important  subject     ^ 

The  application  of  scientific  principles  in  the  me- 
chanical arts  is  now  universal.  The  fhere  artisan, 
whose  skill  is  derived  only  from  practice,  is  far  be- 
hind the  times.  Science  is  now  lending  her  aid  to 
the  arts,  in  all  their  departments,  expanding  their 
powers,  multiplying  their  uses,  and  perfecting  their 
works.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  this  aid  is  nowhere 
more  important  than  in  the  various  operations  con- 
nected with  a  naval  establishment  When  we  con- 
sider the  number  and  variety  of  the  materials  which 
are  used,  the  costliness  of  many  of  them<  and  the 
high  importance  that  they  should  all  be  of  tiie  best 
and  most  durable  kinds,  the  propriety  of  subjecting 
them  to  all  necessary  tests,  and  of  improving  their 
quality  as  far  as  possible,  will  at  once  be  admitted. 
This  can  be  done  only  by  the  union  of  science  with 
practical  skill. .  The  knowledge  which  we  obtain 
from  experience  is  always  slow,  always  costly,  and 
not  always  sure;  that  which  we  obtain  from  expert* 
mentf  particularly  in  physical  science,  rarely  deceives, 
and  seldom  fails  richly  to  repay  us.  The  experi- 
ments which  have  already  been  made,  under  the 
direction  of  this  department  have  imparted  to  it  a 
degree  of  information  which  could  not  have  been 
derived  from  any  other  source,  and  which  will  more 
than  repay  their  cost  in  the  building  of  a  single  ship. 
These  experiments,  however,  are  but  the  beginning 
of  what  might  be  accomplished  in  the  same  way.  If 
the  department  were  in  a  condition  to  avail  itself  of 
the  improvements  which  are  daily  made  in  practical 
science, 'the  most  important  results  would  soon  be 
realized,  in  the  improved  quality  of  our  ships,  and 
in  the  general  economy  of  the  service.  I  respect- 
fully recommend  the  subject  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  Congress. 

I  shall,  in  a  few  days,  have  the  honor  to  lay  before 
Congress  a  code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  navy, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  their  directions. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  existing  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  navy  pensions,  which  appear  to  me  to  need 
many  changes  and  modifications. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  submitted  without  reserve  my 
views  of  the  present  condition  and  actual  require^ 
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ments  of  our  naval  service.  It  is  mj  duty  to  do 
this,  without  reference  to  any  other  considerations. 
Whether  my  recommendations  shall  be  adopted  or 
not,  must  of  course  depend  on  the  view  which  may 
be  taken  of  them  by  the  legislative  department  of 
the  Government.  In  presenting  my  own  views,'  I 
simply  discharge  my  own  duty  to  those  to  whose 
better  judgment  all  the  measures  which  I  have  pro- 
posed mutt  be  referred. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  P.  UPSHUR. 


POSTMAStER  GENERAL'S  REPORT. 

Post  Office  Department, 
Decembers,  1842, 

To  the  President  of  the  Uniltd  States: 

Sir:  Id  presenting  to  your  consideration  a  report 
of  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  Post  Othce 
Department  for  the  year  preceding  the  30ih  June, 
1842,  it  aiSbrds  me  pleasure  to  say,  its  condition  has 
been  improved,  and  the  service  has  been  attended 
with  more  than  ordinary  success,,  whether  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  the  management  of  its 
financial  concerns,  or  the  regularity  and  extent  of 
.  its  operations. 

A  public  service,  which  requires  the  agency  of 
13,733  postmasters  and  their  clerks,  2,343  contrac- 
101*5  and  their  agents,  covering  during  the  year 
34,835,991  miles  of  transporta  ion,  and  extending 
almost  to  the  door  of  every  citizen,  must  encounter 
difficnlties,  and  b3  subject  to  occasional  irregular- 
ities, not  only  from  the  neglect  of  some  of  its  nu- 
lous  agents,  but  from  physical  ciuses,  nut  in  the 
power  of  this  department  to  overcome. 

When  this  vast  machinery  of  the  General  Post 
Office;  the  minuteness  of  its  details,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  majority  of  the  roads  over  which  the 
mall  is  transported,  are  contemplated,  there  i>hould 
be  more  of  astonishment  at  the  general  regularity  of 
the  service,  than  of  surprise  and  discontent  at  oc- 
casional failures.  Absolute  certainty  and  unbroken 
regularity  in  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  mails, 
at  all  times,  cannot,  and  ought  not  to  be  expected. 
And  it  is  with  pleasure  I  bear  testimony,  on  this 
occasion,  to  the  general  zeal  and  fidelity  of  those 
enaployed  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service. 

The  whole  amount  of  mail  transportation  for  the 
year  ending  June  30ih,  1841,  was  31,99(i,525  miles, 
at  a  contract  cost  of  S3,15!>,375.  The  whole  amount 
of  transportatioQ  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1842,  was  34,835,991  miles,  at  a  contract  cost  of 
^,087,796. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  of  the  department, 
for  the  year  ending  June,  1842,  was  estimated,  in 
my  report  of  December  last,  at  S4,490,000.  The 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  postage,  &c.  in  the 
same  report  was  estimated  at  S4,38O,O0O.  The 
amount  estimated  for  the  expenditure  did  not  in- 
clude the  'sums  due  by  the  department  prior  to  the 
31st  March,  1841.  Thus  exhibiting  a  probable 
liability  of  $110,000,  beyond  its  estimated  current 
receipts  of  that  year. 

To  bring  the  expenditures  within  the  income  of 
the  department,  was  a  duty  demanded  at  my  hands, 
by  a  regard  for  the  observance  of  the  principle  upon 
which  I  desire  to  conduct  the  administration  of 
the  General  Post  Office,  viz:  that,  while  the  depart- 
ment should  not  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  revenue 
to  the  Government,  it  must  not  become  an  annual 
charge  upon  the  public  treasury. 

To  effect  this  object,  great  labor  and  minute  atten- 
tion have  been  bestowed  by  all  concerned. 

A  revision  of  post-roads  and  post  offices,  neces- 
sary to  a  reduction  of  unprofitable  routes,  and  the 
discontinuance  of  unproductive  and  useless  post 
offices,  and  the  substitution  of  others  at  more  im- 
portant points,  better  suited  to  the  public  wants- 
the  institution  of  a  system  for  ihe  preservation  and 
safety  of  the  public  property,  and  the  reduction  of 
useless  expenditures,  was  a  task  requiring  no  or- 
dinary portion  of  labor  and  time;  and  itspeiform- 
ancc  could  not  fail  oflen  to  subject  the  head  of  the 
department  to  censure  and  criticism  from  those  who 
did  not  feel  the  necessity  of  the  measures  adopted. 
The  effect  has  bee%  salutary  to  the  public  service, 
as  well  in  reference  to  its  income,  as  to  its  useful- 
ness and  cost.  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  1st 
and  3d  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  which  will 

§ive  more  in  detail  the  effect  which  has  been  pro- 
Qced  by  the  measures  adopted. 
Useless  and  unproductive  routes  have  been  dis- 
gontiauedj  whilst  others,  more  convenient,  less  ex- 


pensive, and  more  productive,  have  been  substituted. 
In  many  instances,  where  the  nature  and  size  of 
the  mail  did  not  demand  the  higher  grade  of  ser- 
vice, the  less  expensive  modes  of  transportation 
have  been  employed.  This  may  be  more  satisfac- 
torily illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the  service  in 
the  Northwestern  and  Soiuhwestern  districts,  com- 
prising the  States  o(  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  and  the  Terri- 
tories of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  prior  to  the  Isi  July, 
1842,  and  the  service  under  the  recent  leUin^s. 
The  whole  number  of  miles  of  mail  service  in 
these  districts  annually  was  11,005,805,  costing  an- 
nually the  sum  of  $1,102,045  prior  to  the  Lst  July 
last.  The  recent  contracts  require  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail,  in  each  vear,  11,424,128  miles, 
at  a  cost  of  $957,768— thus  giving',  in  fact, 418,20.3 
miles  more  of  service  for  $144,277  less  expense. 
And  I  do  not  hazard  much  when  1  assert  (hat  this 
saving  has  been  made  while  the  service  itself  has 
been,  in  the  aggregate,  greatly  improved. 

The  heretofore  heavy  expenditure  of  mail-bags 
and  locks  has  b-^en  greatly  reduced.  Entertaining 
the  opinion  that,  bv  a  proper  system  of  preservation, 
and  a  just  responsibility  imposed  upon  public  agents, 
the  number  of  mail-bags  on  hand  was  equal  to  the 
wants  of  the  service,  and  Would  be  sufficient  to 
meet  ifs  demands  for  several  yeai^,  I  have,  in  ef- 
fect, ordered  their  manufacture  to  cease. 

By  the  report  of  the  Third  Assistant,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  expenditure  for  mail  bags  was,  in  the 
year  1837  -  -  -  -  $56,702  28 

In  1838 38,737  36 

In  1R39 36,082  46 

Ip  1840 35,337  23 

From  1st  April,  1811,  to  1st  April,  1812,  the 
amount  expended  was  but  $13,566  30. 

From  1st  April,  1812,  to  1st  October,  1842— six 
months — $7,540  59.  A  large  proportion  of  which 
was  the  mail-bags  manufactured  prior  to  1841. 

Itis  important,  in  every  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, to  impress  upon  those  in  its  employment  the 
necessity  of  taking  care  of  and  preserving  the  pub- 
lic properly.  This  is  best  done  by  the  adoption  of 
an  appropriate  system,  and  holdingtoa  just  responsi- 
bility those  charged  with  administrative  duties;  and, 
when  they  prove  themselves  faithless  or  negligent, 
to  appoint  others  in  their  places. 

The  good  effects  of  this  rule  are  strictly  illustra- 
ted, not  only  in  the  item  of  expenditure  just  enu- 
merated, but  they  are  manifested  throughout  the 
results  of  the  entire  year's  service. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  my  report  of  De- 
cember last,  that  the  amount  received  from  the  post- 
age on  letters  and  newspapers,  and  fines,  for  the 
vear  commencing  1st  Julv,  1840,  and  ending  30:h 
June,  1841,  was  stated  to  be  ^4,3'79,317  78. 

The  amount  arising  from  the  same  sources  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June,  1842,  is  $4,546,246  13. 
Thus  showing  an  increase  of  the  revenue  of  the 
departmeat  of  8166,928  35  over  the  revenue  of  the 
preceding  year. 

This  increase  has  not  been  the  result  of  an  in- 
crease of  mail  matter,  I  am  persuaded;  hut  has 
arisen  from  a  more  systematic  and  vigilant  execu- 
tion of  the  law.  , 

The  gross  expenditures  of  the  department  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June,  1842,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  audited  and  paid,  are  $4,627,716  62— 
exceeding  the  amoiint  derived  from  postage,  du- 
ring the  satne  year,  $81,470  49. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  by  the  act  approved 
the  9th  September,  1841,  there  was  appropriated, 
"to  enable  the  Post  Office  Department  to  meet  its 
engagements  and  pay  its  debis,"  the  sum  of  $482,- 
657. 

Of  this  sum,  there  has  been  expended,  during 
the  last  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  $392,664  51  in  satis- 
faction of  demands  against  the  department  prior  to 
the  month  of  April,  1841.  The  report  of  the  chief 
clerk  upon  this  subject,  will  exhibit  more  in  detail 
the  application  of  this  fund. 

There  remained  unexpended  of  this  appropria- 
tion on  the.  30th  of  June,  1842,  .^89,992  49,  to  meet 
such  other  demands  as  may  be  established  to  be 
due  prior  to  the  3lst  March,  1841. 

This  sum  of  $392,664  51  constitutes.no  part  of 
the  $4,.546,246  13,  given  above  as  the  revenue  for 
the  last  year,  derivable  from  postage  and  fines.  It 
does,  however,  constitute  part  of  the  $4,627,716  62, 
the  gross  expenditure  for  that  3'ear;  and,  if  deduct- 
ed, will  show  the  gross  expenditure,  for  ordinary 
current  service,  to  be  $4,235,058  11. 


This  would  present  an  apparent  balaoce  or  m 
excess  of  revenue  over  expenditures,  of  ftSvi  \ai  n? 

As  it  is  highly  probable  thai  there  are  yei' claims 
unsatisfied,  not  having  been  presented  for  paymrai 
and  claims  which  were  due  prior  to  that  lime  and 
which,  if  presented,  would  have  been  aodiied  and 
paid  within  the  year,  and  which  have  been  nai<l 
since  30th  June,  1842,  and,  consequently,  will  be 
charged  in  the  expenditures  for  the  ourrem  year  it 
is  not   intended   to   convey   the    idea  that  ihi. 
$311,194  02  is  a  surplus  on  haad;  but  it  is  a  fact 
from  which  1  am  authorized  to  state  that  ibe  inl 
come  of  the  department  has  been  equal  to  its  cur- 
rent expenditures  dujing  the  year  ending  in  June 
1842;  and  it  induces  me  to  hope  that,  unless  ihe 
burdens  of  the  service  shall  be  too  greatly  ang- 
menled  by  the  additional  routes  created  by  the  act  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  department  will,in 
future,  be  enabled  to  sustain  itself    I  cannoi  antici- 
pate, however,  any  great  extension  of  the  service 
beyond  its  present  limit.s  and  amount,  unless  Cor- 
gress  shall,  in  some  mode,  relieve  the  departmem 
from  the  heavy  annual  demands  made  upon  iis  in. 
come  by  railroad  transportation,  and  protect  it,  br 
appropriate  legislation,  against  the  inroads  uptin 
it  by  private  expresses  and  rival  mail  esiabliih- 
merits. 

It  affords  we  great  satisfaction  to  report  lo  yonr 
excellency  that  every  legal  demand  by  the  conW 
tors,  properly  vouched,  upon  the  department,  foi 
services  rendered  since  1  have  had  the  honor  of 
superintending  its  operations,  has  been  promptly 
paid. 

Justice  to  contractors  requires  that,  as  soon  as 
they  have  performed  the  service,  they  shoold  be 
paid.  To  enable  the  department  lo  do  thi(i,punciu- 
ality  on  the  part  of  postmasters  in  the  payment  of 
the  balances  due  from  them  at  the  endoteach  quar- 
ter, is  all  important. 

In  every  inf^ance  where  there  has  been  a  failore 
on  the  part  of  such  postmasters  to  meet  the  drafb  of 
the  General  Post  Office,  I  have  felt  it  a  duly,  not  lo 
be  omitted,  to  relieve  such  from  the  bnrdeo  of  offi- 
cial duty.  The  knowledge  of  the  exij^ience  of 
(his  rule  has  banished  defalcation  from  the  depart- 
ment. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that,  although  the  ag- 
gregate amount  received  from  postage  during  ibe 
past  year  has  been  greater  by  the  sura  staled,  the  re- 
ceipts at  the  large  offices  for  1842  have  been  \9^ 
than  in  1841.  The  aggregate  increase  has  been  ai 
the  medium  and  smaller  offices. 

This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  the  meant 
of  ibtercommunication  between  the  great  commer- 
cial points  have  been  such  a-s  to  invite  constani 
and  increasing  infractions  and  violations  of  (be 
laws  of  Congress  regulating  the  General  Post 
Oflice. 

I  took  occasion  to  invite  your  attention  to  this 
subject  in  my  report  of  last  year,  under  the  hope 
that  some  legislation,  in  aid  of  the  present  lavs, 
would  take  place,  to  enable  the  department  more 
effectually  to  protect  itself. 

It  is  made  the  exclusive  duty  of  the  General  Gor- 
emmentlo  establish  post  offices  and  post  road.N.  The 
Slate  Governments  nave  no  right  to  interfere  with 
the  subject;  neither  has  any  individual,  or  company 
of  individuals,  such  right. 

Upon  most  of  the  railroads  in  the  United  State, 
over  which  the  mail  js  transported  at  an  immcn^ 
expense,  there  are  lo  be  found  individuals  ensragtd 
in  the  transportation  of  mail  matter,  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  the  land — laws  which  prohibit  the  of- 
fence, but  do  not  punish  it  by  adequate  sanctions. 

A  modification  of  the  laws  regulating  the  frank- 
ing privilege  is  essential  to  the  continued  prospsritT 
of  the  department.    The  original  grant  ot  this 

{)rivilege  was  designed  the  better  to  enable  the  pob- 
ic  officer  lo  discharge  his  official  duties  without 
burden  upon  his  private  means.  It  is  now  general- 
ly esteemed  more  as  a  private  and  individual  right, 
than  an  official  privilege.  If  persons  entitled  to 
this  privilege  were  content  lo  enioy  it  themselves 
without  lending  their  franks  to  others,  the  burden 
and  loss,  to  the  department  would  not  be  so  great. 
and  there  would  be  less  cause  of  just  complaiit 
by  the  public. 

Although  the  act  of  1825  expressly  declares  thai, 
"if  any  person  shall  frankan/ letter  or  leticrs,oiber 
thon  those  written  by  himself;  or  by  hisordir,  (m  ^^ 
busbtc$.%  of  his  office,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars;  and  it  shall  be  the  espe- 
cial duty  of  postmasters  to  prosecute  for  said  of- 
fence."    The  penalty  declared  by  thi$  law hssnc\ 
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been  sufficient  to  prevent  the  too  frequent  viola- 
tion of  its  provisions. 

If  Congress  shall  deem  it  inexpedient  to  limit,  or 
further  restrain,  this  right,  an  imposition  of  the 
same  penalty  upon  him  who  uses  the  frank  of  an- 
other, as  is  imposed  upon  the  person  who  abuses 
his  privilege,  would  tend  greatly  to  lessen  the 
evil. 

The  whole  number  of  free  letters  sent  through 
the  post  office  annually,  so  far  as  the  returns  of 
postmasters  exhibit,  is  about  three  millions. 

Assuming  fifteen  cents  as  the  average  rate  of  each 
letter,  if  charged  with  postage,  four  hundred  and 
fitly  thousand  dollars  would  be  the  amount  received. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly  one-ninth  of  all 
the  matter  which  passes  through  the  mail,  passes 
free  of  postage.  The  loss  to  the  department  does 
not  stop  here.  Two  cents  are  paid  to  postmasters 
on  each  of  these  letters,  constituting  an  annual 
charge  upon  the  revenue  of  t60,000.  An  evil  of 
this  magnitude,  I  trust,  will  not  fail  to  arrest  the 
attention  of  Congress,  who  alone  can  apply  the 
proper  corrective.  It  is  wrong  to  burden  ine  busi- 
ness and  friendly  correspondence  of  the  community 
with  this  heavy  charge. 

The  public  voice  has  Called  for  a  reduction  of 
the  rates  of  postage  upon  letters;  and  whilst  1  have 
fell  its  force,  and  am  constrained  to  acknowledge 
its  justice,  I  have  heretofore  been  deterred  from 
making  any  specific  recommendation  upon  this 
subject,  lest,  by  a  sudden  reducticjn,  the  only  source 
of  income  might  fail  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
service.  With  a  proper  regulation  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  and  a  further  protection  against  the 
violations  of  the  laws  of  the  department,  1  have 
*  no  doubt  a  considerable  reduction  in  postage  might 
be  safely  made,  and  the  benefits  and  advantages  of 
the  department  extended  to  many  portions  of  the 
countnr  which  are  now,  in  a  preat  measure,  desii- 
tQte  of^  proper  mail  accommodations.  More  espe- 
cially could  this  be  done,  if  Congress,  by  some  per- 
manent arrangement  with  the  railroad  companies, 
would  relieve  the  department  from  the  immense 
and  constantly  increasing  amount  annually  paid 
those  companies  for  transporting  the  public  mail, 

I  ventured  to  recommend,  in  my  former  report 
to  you,  that  Congress  should  then  legislate  upon 
this  subject.  Nothing  has  occurred  since  to  cause 
me  to  doubt  the  correcthess  of  the  opinions  then 
expressed.  On  the  contrary,  subsequent  develop- 
ments have  strengthened  the  views  then  obtruded 
apon  your  consideration. 

Without  the  right  in  the  department  to  control  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  mails,  regalarity  and 
('espatch  cannot  be  expected.  This  is  a  right  which 
the  railroad  companies,  in  their  periodical  con- 
tracts, will  not  yield  willingly;  and,  when  they  do 
yield  it,  make  it  a  ground  to  increase  their  demands 
opoD  the  department  for  transporting  the  mail. 
For  the  service  of  railroad  transportation  there 
never  can  be  competition.  Why^  then,  subject  the 
department  to  the  useless  ceremony  of  advertising 
periodically  fot  bids  to  carry  the  mail  on  railroads, 
requiring  it  to  take  the  lowest  bid,  when  there  will 
be  but  one  bid  for  the  same  routet  Each  letting 
bas  heretofore  been,  and  will  hereafler  be,  but  an 
invitation  to  the  companies  to  increase  the  prices 
previously  paid. 

It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  the  fact,  that  the  United 
States  are  compelled  to  employ  these  roads  as  car- 
riers of  the  mail.  Justice  and  policy  alike  require 
of  the  Government  to  send  the  mail  by  the  most  ex- 
peditiou)!(  means  of  conveyance,  and  it  cannot  em- 
ploy any  of  its  own  creation  equal  to  the  railroads. 
As  a  Government,  1t  cannot,  by  legislation,  control 
those  companies  which  have  their  corporate  exist- 
ence by  State  enactments.  The  United  States 
ma  4,  therefore,  purchase  the  right;  and  the  ques- 
tion presented  is,  wjiether  it  is  best  to  narcbase  this 
right  every  four  years,  or  for  the  period  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  road. 

It  is  more  a  question  of  ability,  at  this  time,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  than  policy,  in  my 
linmole  opinion. 

I'he  plan  which  I  proposed  was,  that  Congre.-^s 
ss^hould  authorize  the  department  to  purchase  this 
■-ight;  enter  into  the  stipulations  of  a  contract  with 
t  he  companies,  and  report  those  contracts,  as  made, 
•from  lime  to  time^lO  Congress,  to  be  binding  only 
hen  ratified  by  Congress.  Nothing  dangerous 
_An  arise  from  thus  treating  with  the  companies. 
"5^0  enlargement  of  executive  power  is  asked.  On 
vhe  contra rv,  it  is  proposed  to  subject  executive 
power  directly  to  the  controlling  influence  of  Con- 
gress.   As  the  law  now  stands,  the  department  has 


the  power  to  contract  with  these  companies  for 
four  years,  with  a  nominal  limitation  as  to  the 
amount  to  be  paid  them  per  mile.  Surely,  no  dan- 
ger can  arise  to  public  liberty,  or  legislative  au- 
thority, by  authorizing  the  department,  to  make  a 
provisional  permanent  contract,  subjea  to  the  ap- 
proval of  lx>th  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  great  question  involved  is,  whether  Con- 
gress should  make  these  contracts,  andpay  the  con- 
sideration out  of  the  resources  of  the  Government; 
or  whether  the  department  shall  levy  the  amount, 
by  continuing  the  present  rates  of  postage  upon 
letters;  and,  in  all  time  to  come,  devote  so  leivge  a 
portion  thereof  to  the  pavment  for  railroad  trans- 
portation, as  to  deny  even  the  hope  to  the  more  dis- 
tant and  less  favored  portions  of  our  country  of  any 
increased  mail  facilities'?  The  cost  of  railroad 
transportation  for  the  last  year  stands  at  S-I32,5G8. 
The  whole  length  of  mail  road  in  the  United 
Slates  is  149,732  miles,  costing  $3,087,796.  Of  this 
length  of  mail  road,  only  3,091  miles  is  railroad 
transportation,  at  a  cost  of  8432,568 — only  one- 
forty-eighth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  miles 
costing  one-seventh  part  of  the  gross  sum. 

I  repeat  the  inquiry  made  on  a  former  occasion: 
Is  it  just,  that  the  whole  burden  of  the  public  cor- 
respondence— now  nearly  equal  to  half  a  million 
of  dollars  annually — ^should  be  sustained  by  a  tax 
upon  the  business  and  friendly  correspondence  of 
thecommunityl  If  the  Government  exacts  from 
the  citizen  no  more  than  the  cost  and  expense  of 
transpoiting  his  letters,  he  has  no  right  to  com- 
plain; but  when  an  additional  sum  is  wanted  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  transporting  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Government  anvils  officers^  that  sum. 
like  the  tax  for  every  other  public  service,  should 
be  dfAwn  from  the  common  resources  of  the 
country. 

It  is  proposed  that,  in  lieu  of  an  annual  drain 
from  the  treasury  to  pay  the  postage  upon  the  pub- 
lic correspondence,  the  United  Slates  now  secure 
and  pay  for  the  perpetual  right  to  transport  the 
mails  over  railroads.  Can  this  right  be  now  se- 
cured upon  fair  and  reasonable  termsl  is  a  Question 
worthy  to  be  tested  by  fair  experiment.  1  am  of 
opinion  it  can  be  secured  upon  most,  if  not  all  of 
the  important  roads,  upon  reasonable  terms,  and 
with  ample  guaranties. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  business  of  this  department 
to  speak  of  the  effects  which  such  contracts  with 
the  railroad  companies  would  produce  upon  public 
credit,  both  at  nome  and  abroad.  Tne  effects, 
whatever  they  maybe  for  good,  are  but  incidental 
to  the  great  object  to  be  attained  in  reference  to 
the  mail  service  of  the  United  Slates. 

Entertaining  these  opinions  upon  this  subject,  I 
pray  you  will  allow  me  most  respectfully  to  press 
them  upon  your  consideration.  • 

Public  opinion  seemed  so  strong  in  favor  of  a 
reduction  of  postage  upon  letters,  that  it  could  be 
regarded  in  no  other  light  than  a  demand  upon 
those  having  the  power  over  this  subject.  I  have 
fell  its  influence,  but  have  been  unwilling  to  act 
unadvisedly  in  any  recommendation  1  m:ghtmake 
upon  the  subject.  It  will  be  remembered  mat  Eng- 
land recently  reduced  her  rates  of  postage.  The 
effect  upon  the  revenue,  and  upon  the  amount  of 
mail  matter,  I  was  anxious  to  know.  For  this, 
and  other  objects  connected  with  the  operations  of 
this  department,  I  availed  myself  of  the  services  of 
General  Green,  in  November  last,  who  was  about 
to  visit  England  and  France  upon  private  business, 
and  instructed  him  to  make  certain  investigations 
and  inquiries.  The  result  of  his  investigations 
may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  his  report  to  me,  a 
copy  of  which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  dissimilarity  in  the  government  of  the  two 
countries,  as  well  as  the  difterence  in  the  extent  of 
territory,  induce  me  to  doubt  whether  the  same  s)'s- 
tcm  of  mail  service  and  rates  of  postage  coula  be 
safely  adopted  in  the  United  States. 

One  fact,  however,  is  clearly  developed  by  the 
report  of  General  Green— that,  since  the  reduction 
of  postage  in  England,  the  number  of  tellers  mail- 
ed has  greatly  increased.  I  forbear  to  trouble  ^ou 
with  any  particular  suggestions  upon  this  subjoct, 
because  it  has  been  a  duty  devolved  upon  me  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,'  to  make  to  that  body^  a 
specific  report  upon  an  alteration  of  the  rates  of 
postage,  wnich  I  purpose  to  do  at  as  early  a  day  as 
practicable. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  a  part  of  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Green,  that  the  French  Government  is 
anxioas  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  United  States 


for  an  interchange  of  mail  service  by  the  agency 
of  packet  and  steamships  of  the  two  countries. 

Vou  will  remember,  this  subject  was  brought  to 
your  attention  by  the  minister  of  France  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  It  was  submitted  by 
you  to  Congress,  as  one  worthy  of  their  considera- 
tion, and  requiring  specific  legislation,  if,  in  the 
opinion  of  that  body,  such  an  arrangement  would 
prove  advantageous  to  the  United  States.  The 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  made  a  report 
favorable  to  the  measure,  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ado'bted  the  following  resolution: 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  reported  to  this 
House,  by  the  Secretaries  of  Stale  and  of  the  Navy, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  plan  for  the  establishment,  in  concert  with 
the  Government  of  France,  of  a  line  of  weekly 
steamers  between  the  ports  of  Havre  and  New 
York,  together  with  estimates  of  the  expense 
which  may  be  required  to  carry  the  said  plan 
into  effect.'* 

That  portion  of  Mr.  Green's  report,  and  the  ac" 
companying  documents,  are  submitted  under  the  be- 
lief that  it  may  be  serviceable  to  place  before  Cfon- 
?ress  the  outlines  of  the  plan  contemplated  by  the 
French  Government. 

In  the  month  of  August  last,  I  caused  to  be  es- 
tablished and  put  into  operation  a  city  despatch 
post  for  the   city  of  New  York,  confined  to  the  ^ 


ly  satisfactory  to  the  community,  giving  to  the 
citizens  a  prompt  and  cheap  medium  of  comniu- 
nicaiion,  the  income  of  which  will  not  only  main- 
tain the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  bnt,  in  the 
course  of  time,  promises  a  considerable  addition 
to  the  revenue  of  the  department.  The  report  of 
the  postmaster  of  New  York  upon  this  subject  is 
submitted,  in  order  that  its  details  may  be  more 
generally  known;  and,  when  understood,  I  have 
little  doubt  that  the  other  large  cities  of  the 
Union  will  call  for  a  similar  establishment.  Its 
usefulness  bas  been  fully  tested  in  New  York,  by 
the  saving  of  a  heavy  daily  expense  of  money  and 
time  to  the  business  community  in  their  city  cor- 
respondence. 

The  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  current 
fiscal  year,  for  the  service  of  this  department, 
may  be  stated,  by  way  of  estimate,  in  round  num- 
bers, at  S4.390.000. 

This  estimate  does  not  include  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  the  new  routes  established  by  Congress 
at  the  last  session,  none  of  which  have  yet  oeen 
put  in  operation.  The  probable  cost  of  these 
routes  per  year  will  be  8130,000,  making  the 
whole  estimated  expense  of  S4,520,000. 

Any  estimate  of  the  income  from  postage  dur- 
ing the  present  vear  must  of  course  be  altogether 
conjectural,  founded  upon  the  amounts  received 
foriheyear  ending  in  June,  1842. 

The  "amount  received  the  quarter  ending  30th 
September  last,  is  less  than  the  amount  of  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  1841;  and  I  therefore 
conclude  the  income  of  the  department  for  the 
current  year  will  fall  considerably  short  of  that  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June.  It  is,  however,  my 
intention  to  put  these  routes  in  operation  by  the 
time  jpecified  in  the  act.  And  as  there  is  no  dis- 
cretion vested  in  the  department  by  the  act,  if  I 
find  its  means  will  not  be  otherwise  equal  to  the 
additional  expense,  it  will  become  my  unpleasant 
duty  to  curtail  the  expense  upon  routes  already  in 
existence,  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  new  ones  per- 
emptorily ordered  by  Congress. 

There  are  other  matters  more  of  detail,  requir- 
ing, in  my  judgment,  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
which  I  forbear  to  obtrude  upon  your  attention; 
But  will  seek  the  opportunity  to  submit  to  the  com- 
mittees to  whom  the  affairs  of  this  department 
may  be  referred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 

excellency's  obedient  servant,  

C  A.  WICItLlFFE. 


REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

LETTER  PROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASU- 
RY ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  15, 1849. 
Sir*  In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of 
Com? ress  of  the  10th  May,  1800,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  e9tal)« 
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lisb  the  Treasury  Department/ ''  and  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  establish  the  fiscal  year/'  du:.,  ap- 
proved the  26ih  August,  1842,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following  report: 

I. — Of  the  public  rtvenus  and  expenditure. 
Tbe  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  Ist  J&nuary, 
1812,  (exclusive  of  the  amount  deposited  with 
the  States,  truat-funds,  and  indemniUea,)  was        •230,483  68 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  first 

three  quarters  of  the  present  year  amount  to    •26,616,593  78 
Viz: 
From  customs         •  •  •I4,?60,830  35 

From  lands       ....      1,091,638  95 
From  miscellaneous   and  inci* 

denial  sources  .       - .        1 12,967  17 

From  treasury  notes  per  act  ISih 

February,  1841     -       •  1,060,206  05 

Fram  treasury  notes  per  act  3l8t 

January,  1842  -  -  .  7,794.821  69 
From  loan  of  1841-1942  •  •  2;296,129  67 
The  receipts  for  the  4ih  quarter,  it  is  estimated, 

will  amount  to 7,886,000  00 

Viz:  - 

From  customs  •    64  000  000  00 

From  lands      ....         366.000  00 
From  miscellaneous    and  inci* 

d«rit%l  sources      •       •         •  20,000  00 

'  From  treasury  notes       •  2,500,000  00 

From  loan       ....       1,000,000  00 

Making  tlie  total  estimated  receipts  for  the 

year  34,602,593  78 


And,  with  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  1st 
January  laat,  an  aggregate  of 


•34,733.077  46 


The  (expenditures  for  the  first  three  quarters  of 

the  present  year  have  amounted  to  •26,264,882  20 

Viz: 
Clfil  list,    foreign    intercourse 

and  miscellaneous       •         •    •4,371,983  93 
Army,  foriifications,   pensions, 

filnlment  of  Indian  treati^, 

suppressing  Indian  hostilities, 

&c. 7,066,035  96 

Naval  service  ....     6,717,0&4  17 
Treasury  notes  redeemed,  in- 

eluding  interest    '       •         •     7,866,400  35 
Poblic  debt,  including  interest 

on  the  loan.  *  •        264,427  80 

The    expenditures    for   the  fourth    quarter 

are  estimated  on  data  furnished  by  the  re- 
spective departments,  at       •       •       .       .       8,238^273  16 
Viz: 
Civil,  foreign   intercourse,  and 

miscellaneous,  (including  the 

amounts  due  to  States  for  dis- 
tribution of  the  sales  of  pub* 

lie  lands,  and  amounts  doe  to 

Mississippi  and  Alal>ama,  un« 

df  r  act  of  8eptembei4  1811,)    •2,144,018  97 
Army,  fortifications,   pensioni*, 

fulfilment  of  Indian  treaties, 

suppressing  Indian  hostilities, 

^K, 3,710,436  45 

Naval  service  ....      I,82a385  16 
Interest  on  loan       •        •  152.442  68 

Unclaimed  dividends       •         •  3,000  60 

Priacipal  and  interest  on  treaa* 

ury  notes      ....        400.000  00 
To  which    add  outstanding    warrants  issued 

prior  to  Ist  January,  1842,     ....  806,474  03 


Making 


Leaving  a  deficiency    in  the  treasury  00  the 
3lst  December,  1812,  of 


•35,308,634  38 


•575.606  92 


The  above  estimates  of  ex{»enditnres  for  the  4th 
quarter  of  the  present  year  include,  as  it  will  be 
pefceived,  the  sum  of  $805,474  03,  being  the  amount 
of  outstanding  warrants  issued  prior  to  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1842.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  a.  like 
sum  will  remain  outstanding  on  the'  1st  January 
neit;  and  that.  Instead  of  the  apparent  deficiency 
as  stated  above,  there  will  be  an  actual  balance  in 
the  treasury  on  the  1st  January,  1843,  of  at  least 
$224,000.  It  is  expected,  also,  that  a  like  amount 
of  warrants  may  be* outstanding  on  the  80th  June, 
1843,  and  at  the  end  of  the  succeeding  fiscal  year. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that,  at  the  time  the  esti> 
mates  of  the  expenditures  of  the  4th  quarter  were 
prepared  by  the  several  departments,  it  was  believed, 
that  the  expenditures  for  the  current  quarter  would 
amount  to  the  sum  already  stated;  but  it  is  now  as- 
certained that  ihey  will  fall  considerably  short  of 
that  amount;  yet,  as  they  will  become  a  charge  on 
the  treasury  early  in  the  next  year,  it  has  not  been 
deemed  necessary  to  alter  the  amount  as  first  e:jti- 
mated. 

II. — Of  ike  eslimaUs  of  the  public  revenue  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  half  calendar  year  ending  30/A 
June,  1843. 

The  receipts  for  the  half  year  are  estimated  as  follows: 
From  customs       .....   •7,500,000  00 
From  lands  .....      1.500,000  00 

From  treasury  notes  and  loans     -  5,&3d,ll3  46 

From  misceltaneoas  sources  50,000  00 

14,588,113  46 


The  expenditures  for  tha  half  calendar  year  end- 
ing the  aOih  June,  1943,  are  esdmatad  at        -  •10,381,186  76 

Viz:  

Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  fotraign  intercourse    •     2,722,796  80 
Army,  fortifications,  pensions,  fulfilment  of  In* 
dian  treaties,  suppression  of  Indian  hoslili* 
lies,  &c.  •         w  .  3,083,829  60 

Naval  service 4,019,060  46 

Inierest^oo  public  debt  and  treasury  notes  606,600  00 


III. — Of  the  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  ZOlh  June, 
1844. 

The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  SOtb  June,  1844, 
are  estimated  as  follows: 

From  customs      .....  •16,000,00000 

From  lands 2,700,000  00 

From  miscellaneous  sources      •  •  .         150,000  00 


The  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  vear  ending  the 

%)th  June,  1344,  are  estimated  at 

Viz: 

Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  intercoune  • 

Army,  fortifications,  pensions,   fulfilment  of 

Ionian  treaties,  suppressing  of  Indian  hostll* 

ities,  Ac.  ..... 

Naval  service      .  •  .  .  - 

Interest  on  public  debt  and  ireasniy-notes 

By  the  foregoing  statements,  it  will  appear  that 
a  deficiency  will  exist  in  the  treasury  on  the 
31st  December,  1842,  of 

The  receipts  for  the  half  calendar  year  ending 

on  the  30th  Jyne,  1843,  are  es'Jmated  at 
And  the  expenditures  fur  the  same  period  at    - 

Leaving  a  balance  of      - 

From  which  deduct  the  amowt  of  deficiency 
as  above,  and  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
treasu  ty  on  the  30th  June,  1843.  will  be 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1844,  are  esti- 
mated at  -  •  •  -  . 

Making,  with  the  balance,  as  above 
From  which  deduct  the   estimated  erpendi- 
tures  for  the  fiscal  year 

And  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th 
June,  1844,  will  amount  to 


18,860,000  00 


20,946,498  76 
3,801,434  44 


8.612,042  61 
7,318,021  71 
1,211  000  00 


576,556  92 


14,688,113  45 
10,381,186  76 

4,306.926  69 


3,731,369  77 
18,860.000  00 


122,581,369  77 
20,946,498  76 


•1,635,871  01 


Assuming  (as  is  highly  probable)  that  the  balance 
of  the  loan  authorized  by  the  acts  of  21st  July,  1841, 
and  the  15th  April,  lu43,  amounting  to  $5,538,- 
113  45,  will  be  negotiated  prior  to  the  15th  April, 
1843— the  limit  of  the  term  within  which  it  can  be 
taken — it  has  been  included  in  the  receipts  of  the 
next  half  year.  Should,  however,  this  reasonable 
expectation  be  disappointed  as  to  the  whole  amount 
of  such  balance,  the  deficiency  thence  arising  naay 
be  supplied  by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  uncier  the 
authority  of  the  act  of  the  31st  August  last,  to  the 
amount  of  $3,500,000;  which  sum,  together  with 
that  realized  by  the  sale  of  stock,  will,  it  is  believed, 
place  in  the  treasurj^  an  available  amount  adequate 
to  meet  all  the  anticipated  demands  up  to  the  30th 
June,  1844;  and  if  the  whole  of  the  balance  of  the 
loan  be  taken  within  the  period  limited  by  law,  the 
several  balances  remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the 
30rh  of  June,  1843,  and  30th  June,  1844,  will  be 
as  indicated  in  the  foregoing  exhibit. 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  in  the  estimate  of  ex- 
penditures subsequent  to  the  1st  of  January  next, 
the  redemption  of  treasury  notes  is  not  taken  into 
account.  But  few  notes  have  been  presented  at  the 
department  for  redemption  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  the  3Ist  August  last;  and  nearly  the  whole 
amount  cancelled  since  that  day  was  taken  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues.  Should  the  notes  isaued  un- 
der the  act  above  mentioned  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  previous  issues,  so  as  to  bear  in- 
terest after  maturity,  payable  half-yearly,  until 
called  in  for  redemption,  it  is  believed  but  a  small 
amount  would  fall  into  the  expenditures  for  the 
ensuing  eighteen  months.  It  is  recommended,  there- 
fore, that  this  be  done:  otijerwise,  the  expenditures 
during  the  period  last  mentioned  must  necessarily 
be  increased  to  the  amount  of  probably  three  lo  four 
millions  of  dollars,  in  redemption  of  issues  under 
the  act  of  31st  August  last.  But,  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  against  unforeseen  contingencies,  it  is 
further  recommended  that  the  existing  authority 
to  reissue  treasury  notes  should  be  extended  to  the 
30th  of  June,  1844. 

The  loan  of  $5,673,976  88,  borrowed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  21st  July,  1841,  will  be 
redeemable  on  the  1st  of  January,  lAb ;  and,  on  the 
assumption  that  a  re-issue  of  treasury  notes,  as 
above  suggested,  shall  be  authbrized  by  Congress, 
the  whole  amount  now  outstanding^  together  with  , 


that  of  the  issues  that  tnay  be  hereafter  made  imder 
the  act  of  the  31st  August  last,  will  fall  dac  prior 
to  the  30th  June,  1845.  Although  payment  of  tW 
notes  may  not  be  at  once  demanded  when  due  aad 
the  time  of  repayment  of  the  loan  of  1841  is  placed 
at  the  pleasure  of  Government,  yet  the  liability  u> 
pay  those  several  amounts  must  exist,  aod  the  means 
to  provide  for  the  exigency  can  be  afibrdedonly  br 
further  legislation. 

The  present  tariff,  in  its  main  featnres,KseiDbies 
so  nearly  the  bill  submitted  to  Congress  bj  the  d^ 
partment  on  the  9th  May  last,  that  the  views  ex. 
pressed  in  the  report  which  accompanied  the  bill 
may  be  considered  as  applicable,  to  a  great  extent, 
to  the  system  of  duties  now  establisheS.  The  pe. 
riod  within  which  the  tariff'has  been  in  opentHA 
has  been  much  too  short  to  furnish  any  decisive  er^ 
idence  as  to  its  permanent  influence  upon  import^, 
tions.  The  foreign  trade  of  the  country  has  cob. 
tinned  to  decline,  and  importations  have  been  com- 
paratively small  since  the  passage  of  the  acL  How 
far  this  state  of  things  may  have  been  influenced  by 
V  the  existing  system  of  duties,  it  is  impossible  to  de* 
termine.  The  smallness  of  the  importations  may  be 
well  accounted  for,  by  the  embarrassed  condition  of 
the  country,  and  its  eitrcnnely  limited  means  of  par- 
chase.  Tne  amount  of  foreign  commodities  in  ow 
markets  is  still  found  greatly  to  exceed  the  demand; 
and  the  fall  in  the  prices  of  merchandise  since  the 
1st  September  is  supposed  to  be,  on  an  average,  not 
less  than  ten  per  cent.  Tbis  fact  will  be  fonndveri- 
fied  in  a  letter  from  the  collector  at  New  York,  an- 
nexed hereto,  to  which  reference  is  respeciiullf 
made ;  and  it  is  deemed  conclusive  to  show  that  the 
decline  in  the  importations  since  the  1st  September 
cannot  justly  be  referred  to  our  system  o*  duties; 
and  that  the  effect  of  the  existing  tariff  remains  to 
be  determined  by  further  and  more  satisfactory  ex- 
perience. 

The  importance  of  adequate  provision  for  rev- 
enue cannot  be  too  often  or  too  strongly  urged  upon 
the  attention  of  Congress.  The.  resources  of  the 
country  are  abundant;  internal  taxation,  either  di- 
rect or  indirect,  has  not  of  late  years  been  found 
necessary;  and  it  is  still  believed  that  a  system  of 
custom-house  duties  may  be  made  sufficiently  com- 
prehensive to  yield  an  income  commensurate  with 
all  the  wants  of  the  country. 

There  are  various  articles  of  impon,  several  of 
them  of  very  large  and  universal  consumption, at 
present  untaxed,  or  subject  to  duties  extremely  low; 
and  some  of  which  (without,  perhaps,  in  any  con- 
siderable degree,  lessening  the  amount  of  their  con- 
sumption) might  bear  imposts  yielding  an  aggre- 
gate addition  to  the  revenue  accruing  under  the 
existing  laws,  of  not  less  than  #3.000,000.  These 
offer  themselves  for  selection;  and  it  rests  with  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  to  make  that  selection,  or  adopt 
any  other  mode  of  securing  the  receipt  of  such  an 
amount  of  revenue  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
expenses  *of  an  economical  administration  of  the 
Government,  and  afford  the  means  of  sustaining 
measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  public  credit. 

This  last  object  is  of  infinite  importance.  The 
honor  of  the  country,  its  just  self-respect,  the  pride 
which  every  citizen  must  feel  in  the  high  charafr 
ter  of  its  Government, — ^all  these  require  that  the 
public  faiih,  and  the  credit  of  that  Government, 
should  be  placed  above  doul>t  or  question. 

Deeming  it  highly  probable  that  the  policy  of  es* 
tablishing  a  warehouse  system  might  engage ths 
deliberations  of  Congress  at  the  present  session,  the 
attention  of  collectors  and  other  officers  at  various 
ports  was  called  to  this  subject  by  a  circular  issued 
from  the  department  on  the  24th  November  last— a 
copy  of  which,  together  with  the  answers  received, 
and  a  table  of  exports  of  foreign  merchandise,  ars 
annexed.  It  has  been  thought  advisable,  also,  for 
the  sake  of  convenient  reference  in  a  matter  of  such 

Seneral  interest,  to  attach  to  this  report  a  copy  of 
le  statute  of  the  3d  and  4ih  William  IV,  which  em- 
bodies the  warehouse  system  of  Great  Britain  in  a 
form  matured  by  a  long  experience.  In  connexion 
with  this,  will  be  foundacopjr  of  regnlations  estab- 
lished under  authority  of  the  statute  above  men- 
tioned, by  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  which 
will  afford  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  system  as  it  now  exists  in  that  country.  , 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  ser« 
vant, 

W.  FORWAKD. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Willie  P.  MjiNoaM, 
President  of  the  3<iUttei 
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Economy  and  Retrenchment'^ Mr.  Reynolds, 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  REYNOLDS, 

OF  ILLINOIS. 
H  the  Hmise  of  RepresenlativeSj  Dec.  17,  1842— 
On  ecohdmy  and  retrenchment. 
Mr.  Reynolds  of  lUinois,  having  the  floor, 
said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  $ee  no  reason  to  induce  me 
to  become  so  warm  and  excited  on  this  subject,  as  I 
see  evinced  in  other  geniJemen  who  have  taken 
pan  in  the  discussion.  I  feel  as  cold  on  the  occa- 
sion as  an  jce^housej  and  will  have  no  other  feel- 
jngfi  in  the  case,  except  what  truth  and  justice  may 
inspire  me  with.  • 

The  question  before  the  committee  is,  to  strike 
out  of  the  bill  under  consideration  $50,000  for  the 
survey  oftlie  coast  of  the  United  States.  This 
appropriation  is  for  six  months  only}  and,  should 
U  not  be  siricken  out,  the  same  sum  must  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  other  six  months  of  the  year; 
making,  in  all,  SI 00,000 for  the  whole  yean  and  so 
on  until  the  work  is  completed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  consider  this  sum  not  of  itself 
so  vastly  important  to  the  public,  as  the  principle 
which  will  be  established  by  the  Representatives 
01    the  Deonle  in    the  Hpr«i«inn  l^r  <Ki'e  /in^i;^... 


people  in  the  decision  of  this  question. 
We  will  see  whether  the  promises  of  economy  and 
'^^^/'^jchmenl,  made  so  frequently  to  the  public, 
will  be  binding  on  the  Representatives  or  not. 

A  committee  was  raised  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  consisting  of  five  members,  to  inquire 
into  this  same  subject— the  survey  of  ihe  coast. 
This  committee  have  not  mad^  a  formal  reporij 
bat  a  toaioriiy  of  them  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  Mr.  Hassler,  the  superintendent  of  the 
survey,  is  incavahle  to  carry  on  Ihe  work.  This 
siatemeni  has  given  to  the  discussion  a  deeper 
lincture  of  Mr.  Hassler  than  should,  in  my  opinion, 
figure  in  the  debate;  yet  his  peculiar  and  particu- 
lar friends  have  forced  him  to  occupy  such  an  im- 
portant and  prominent  position  in  relation  to  this 
work,  that,  in  order  to  arrest  the  appropriation,  we 
are  compelled  to  |ive  him  a  passing  notice. 

The  ardent  and  zealous  gentleman  [Mr.  J.  R 
LvGERSOLL  of  Philadelphia]  who  last  addressed  the 
committee,  seems  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Hassler  has 
feo.  friends  on  this  floor.     If  the  gentleman  had 

Sid  the  same  attention  to  his  own  efforts  for  Mr. 
assler  that  I  did,  he  would  have  witnessed  in 
himself  a  most  powerful  and  influential  friend  to 
the  old  gentleman. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  Mr.  Hassler  has' 
no  enemies  in  this  House.  What  inducement 
could  exist  in  any  one's  breast  to  make  him  hostile 
U)  M  r.  Hasslcrl  I  myself  feel  no  hostility  towards 
him;  and,  I  presume,others  entertain  as  friendly  feel- 
ings to  him  as  t  do:  A  majority  of  the  select  com- 
iniitce,  in  the  discharge -of  their  official  duties,  act- 
ing under  the  solemnities  of  an  oath,  have  con- 
cluded that  he  is  incapacitated  to  prosecu'e  the  sur- 
vey of  the  coast.  This  is  not  a  declaration  of  war 
agkinst  Mr.  Hassler,  lo  gratify  private  feelings  of 
enmity  towards  him;  but  it  is  a  solemn  act  of  offi- 
cial duly  .performed  by  part  of  the  select  commiuee, 
as  the  Representatives  of  the  people;  and,  as  such, 
most  and  will  have  a  most  powerful  influence  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Hassler. 

The  pecuHar  friends  of  Mr.  Hassler  have  in. 
nich  an  efficient  manner  identified  and  dovetailed 
him  with  this  national  work,  that  some  might  sup- 
pose the  survey  could  not  go  on  without  him.  His 
friends  seem  to  think  that  he  and  the  work  are 
both  national,and,  like  the  Siamese  twins,  one  dying, 
ibe  other  cannot  live.  The  praise  and  eulogies 
heaped  on  him  with  such  unsparing  profusion,  will 
do  him  an  injury.  Anything  that  is  not  natu- 
ral cannot  be  forced  to  return  a  permanent  ex- 
istence. And,  moreover,  it  is  an  indirect  re* 
proach  and  censure  on  the  science  of  the  nation. 
Thai  no  other  person  in  this  Republic,  consisting  of 
vventeen  millions  of  people,  can  be  found  equal  to 
Mr.  Hassler  to  survey  the  coast,  is  a  proposition  so 
preposterous  and  absurd,  that  it  will  provoke  the 
dension  of  the  people,  rather  than  their  belief.  It 
would  seem  that  this  vast  confederacy  must  wither 
and  decay,  if  Mr,  Hassler  were  removed  from  of- 
hce. 

Has  he  any  more  ri^ht  to  the  office  than  any 
other  citiaeni  The  office  does  not  belong  to  the 
incumbent;  but  to  the  people;  and  all  citizens  are 
equally  eligible.  This  is  the  perfection  of  our  re- 
publican institutions.  No  one  has  a  fee-simple 
right  in ''office;  and  although,  as  it  is  staled,  Mr. 
Hassler  has  been  fifty-six  years  in  office,  yet  this 
gives  to  him  no  more  right  to  office  than  another 
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individual;  and.  to  permit  him  to  retire,  will  attach 
to  him  neither  disgiace  nor  criminality. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  see  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  Ihe  prosecution  of  this  work,  that 
Mr.  Hassler  should  be  continued  the  superintend- 
ent of  it.  The  survey  can  go  on,  in  my  opinion, 
better  without  him  than  with  him.  The  work  was 
commenced  in  Rhode  Island  nine  or  ten  years 
ago,  and  is  completed  not  far  bevond  the  Dela- 
ware bay.  At  this  rate,  it  will  be  fil'iy  or  sixty 
years  before  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  States 
is  surveyed,  and  will  cost  the  Grovernment  mil- 
lions and  millions  of  dollars.  Is  this  economy, 
either  in  time  or  money]  If  this  work  be  of  such 
great  utility  to  the  nation,  why  delay  it  for  fifty  or 
jiixtv  years! 

The  lirst  la\V  auihoriiing  the  survey  of .  the 
:oast  of  the  United  Slates,  was  passed  the  10th  of 
July,  1807;  and  the  work  was  almost  entirely  sus- 
pended Until  1832,  when  another  act  oi  Congress 
.  v*as  passed  on  the  subject.  I  have  heard  of  uu  calam- 
ity or  disasters  visited  on  commerce  during  this 
long  period  of  twenty-five  years' suspension,  more 
than  we  experienc*;  at  present.  And,  in  fact,  if 
the  work  were  suspended,  while  we  are  compelled 
to  carry  on  the  Government  by  borrowing  money, 
it  would  be  justified  by  three- fourths  of  the  people. 
It  is  said  this  woi^  is  a  magnificent  effort  of  sci- 
ence and  talent,  and  has  eiciied  the  admiration  of 
Europe;  and  that  it  is  an  honor  to  the  United  States 
and  Mr.  Hassler.  I  am  proud  of  this,  if  we  do 
not  pay  too  much  for  the  whistle.  These  great 
and  scientific  works  ought,  neveiiheless,  to  be  kept 
Within  the  bounds  of  moderation  and  economy. 

I  am  not  th^t  barbarian  who,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  opposes  science  and  the  works  of  art.  I  am 
proud  that  we  have  men  of  science  and  works  of 
art  in  our  country.  They  add  greatly  to  the  honor 
and  happiness  of  the  people,  and  should  be  sus- 
tained, if  we  can  do  it  on  just  and  equitable  prin- 
ciples. And,  moreover,  I  am  not  opposed  to  this 
work  because  it  is  an  Atlantic  measure.  We  can- 
not, in  the  interior  of  this  vast  continent,  expect  a 
seacoast,  or  the  .*ipping  of  the  ocean  to  visit  ns. 
We  are  benefited  by  foreign  commerce,  and  mu.st 
bear  our  portion  of  the  expenses  of  it.  All  I  con- 
tend for,  Mr.  Chairman,  is,  that  these  works  of 
national  improvepent  shall  be  conducted  with 
economy,  and  witn  e()udlity  in  respect  of  all  the 
sections  and  various  interests  of  the  Union. 

An  act  of  Congress,  passed  14th  April,  18 14, 
confined  the  appointment  of  all  officers  concerned 
in  this  coast  stirvey  to  the  navy.  This  act  was 
repealed.  I  would  lepeal  the  rep  >aling  act,  and 
confine  the  appointments  to  the  officers  of  the  army 
or  navy  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  a  well-known  and  deplorable  fact,  that  the 
United  States  sustain,  at  an  enormous  expense,  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  for  the  express 
purposeof  educating  officers  for  the  army.  Each 
cadet,  when  he  completes  bis  education,  and  is 
ready  to  enter  the  army,  costs  the  Government 
six  thousand  dollars  for  his  education;  and,  ac- 
cording lo  the  report  of  the  Secietary  of  War  of 
the  28th  January,  1831,  (here  are  eighteen  cadets 
each  year,  whose  education  has  been  completed, 
more  Ihan  there  are  offices  vacant  in  the  army. 
These  supernumerary  cadets  are  attached  to  the 
army,  ana  receive  pay  as  officers. 

These  are  facts  which  the  public  records  will  es- 
tablish, to  the  sat  ir^f  action  of  everyone  who  will 
examine  them.  The  records  will  also  show  that 
thousands  and  thousands  of  the  public  money  have 
been  expended  to  sustain  the  academy  at  West 
Point,  io  that  scientific  and  talented  officers  mi^ht 
be  placed  in  the  command  of  our  armies.  The 
friends  of  the  academy  praise  and  eulogize  the  in- 
stitution for  the  profound  learning  and  the  variety 
of  useful  science  which  are  tanght  in  it.  They 
claim  for  the  academy  the  great  honor  of  teaching 
the  scienct  of  mathematics  to  the  greatest  perfec- 
tion. This  is  the  science,  and  its  accessories,  that 
are  most  essentially  necessary  in  the  survey  of  the 
coast. 

I  would,  therefore,  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  would 
it  not  be  just  and  right  to  require  some  of  these  lite- 
rary and  scientific  officers  to  make  the  survey  of 
the  coast,  and  thereby  save  the  amount  of  money 
which  is  now  expended  on  it  under  the  present  sys- 
tem! The  friends  of  the  academy  dare  not  soy 
that  the  officers  educated  in  that  institution  are  iu- 
competent  to  make  the  survey  of  the  coast.  These 
officers  are  intrustel)  with  the  destinies  of  our 
armies.  The  glory,  the .  honor,  and  the  character 
of  the  army  Jare  in  their  hands.   And  can  it  be  said 
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that  such  officers  are  incapable  to  survey  the  coasll 
If  they  are  iU'apable  for  the  performance  of 
this  work,  then  let  no  time  be  lost  in  extermina- 
ting the  institution,  and  in  having  the  least  and  fast 
recollection  of  it  eradicated  from  our  minds.  The 
President,  in  his  late  message,  proclaims,  not  only 
to  this  nation,  but  to  all  nations,  "that  we  are  ex- 
empt from  domestic  convulsion,  and  at  peace  with 
all  the  world;"  so  that  the  officers  of  the  army  will 
have  sufficient  time  and  leisure  to  make  the  survey — 
and  particularly  those  cadets  who  have  been  edu- 
cated at  the  public  expense,  and  have  no  vacant 
offices  lo  fill  in  the  array. 

We  see  that  the  engineer  corps  of  the  army  are 
intrusted  with  the  survey  and  estimates  of  the 
greatest  public  improvements  in  the  nation.  They 
superintend  the  work,  and  why  not  al.so  superin- 
tend the  coast  survevl  The  Government  po&seis 
a  sufficient  supply  ol*^  instruments  and  all  the  ne- 
cessary apparatus  to  execute  tl>e  survey;  so  that 
the  work  could  be  carried  on  with  very  small  ad- 
ditional expense. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  some  individuals  may  con- 
sider it  inappropriate  for  the  officers  of  the  army  to 
make  the  survey,  and  that  the  work  would  fail 
more  properly  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the 
navy.  Tlie  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  1814 
provided  that  the  ofiic-ers  of  the  navy  should  pros- 
ecute the  work;  and  why  not  revive  the  same  law7 
Will  any  one  deny  the  competency  of  the  officers 
of  the  navy  lo  make  the  surveyl  Where  are  the 
naval  officers  on  earih  more  respected  or  more 
meritorious,  not  only  lor  their  courage  and  gal- 
lantry in  battle,  but  for  their  science  and  literature, 
than  those  of  the  United  States)  Many  of  these 
officers  have  become  aged  and  experienced  in  the 
science  of  their  profession,  and  are,  therefore,  more 
competent,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  great  national  work  than  any  other  class  of 
men.  An  experienced  and  scientificofficer  of  the 
navy,  whose  profession  has  caused  him,  during  a 
great  portion  of  his  life,  to  observe,  with  care  and 
caution,  not  only  the  coast  and  shoals  of  the  United 
States,  but  also  many  other  coaUs^  is  more  capa- 
ble, in  my  judgment,  than  any  other  person,  to 
superintend  this  work.  This  naval  officer  must, 
of  necessity,  be  a  man  of  science  and  literature, 
and  particularly  and  profoundly  versed  in  the  ma- 
thematics and  all  its  various  branches.  He  must, 
also,  have  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  the 
instruments  and  apparatus  necessary  to  execute  a 
survey,  and  must  be  mo^e  competent  than  any 
landsman  can  be,  to  sound  the  coast,  ascertain  the 
shoals,  and  mark  them  on  the  chart.  The  wise 
and  the  foolish,  the  learned  and  the  unlearned 
would,  in  my  opinion,  at  once  agree  that  this  work 
should  be  conducted  by  the  officers  of  the  navy. 

There  is  a  superabundance,  and,  in  fact,  a  re- 
dundancy of  these  officers  in  the  pay  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  doing  nothing,  and  "at  peace  with 
all  ihe  world:*'  why  not  have  the  services  of  some 
of  them  in  the  execution  of  this  workl 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  justified  in  the  conclusion 
that  the  naval  officers  are  fully  competent  to  super* 
intend  this  work,  by  the  fact  that  an  officer  of  the 
navy  made  and  executed  in  a  practical,  and  also  in 
a  scientific  m^ner,  the  survey  of  Lake  Ontario; 
and  the  commerce  on  the  lake  has  suffered  no  in- 
jury by  the  work  not  being  properly  and  scientifi- 
cally performed.  The  charts  made  by  the  officer 
have  regulated  the  navigation  of  the  lake  in  such 
manner,  that  we  hear  of  no  complaints  for  the 
want  of  a  proper  and  correct  survey  of  the  coast. 
.Therefore,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
either  the  officers  of  the  engineer  corps  of  the  army, 
or  the  officers  of  the  navy,  arc  fully  competent  to 
execute  the  survey  of  the  coast,  and  make  all  the 
charts  that  are  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
merce. 

This  policy  being  adopted,  a  vast  sum  of  money 
will  be  saverl  to  the  public.  I  received  an  official 
note  from  Mr.  Smith,  the  register  of  the  treasury, 
in  which  it  is  stated,  that  from  the  vear  1808  to 
the  present  time,  the  sum  of  $786,730  28  has 
been  paid  for  the  survey  of  the  coast. 

Mr.  Chairman, withina  very  short  time.important 

and  essential  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  coun- 
try. Extravagance  and  speculation  have  passed 
away,  and  the  sober  realities  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy have  taken  possession  of  the  people.  The  ex- 
cess of  a  spurious  paper  circulation  has  ceased  to 
exist,  and  a  more  permanent  and  solid  currency 
has  taken  its  place.  The  banks,  and  their  fraudu- 
lent promises,  were  the  greatest  calamitv  ever  inflict- 
ed on  the  country.    They  excited  the  people  to 
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speculatioo,  extra V9g<uice,  and  ruin;  and  have 
themselves,  (many  of  them,)  in  turn,  broke ,Tind  be- 
come loathsome  nuisances  in  the  community.  Nolh^ 
ing  on  earth  is  more  filthy  and  dfsgusting  than  the 
fraudulent  remains  of  a  broken  bank.  The  peo- 
ple turn  from  them  with  the  same  disgust  as  they 
would  from  a  deadly  pestilence;  they  have  left  the 
banks,  and  are  now  depending  on  God  and  tbem* 
selves  for  support.  They  have  turned  their  minds 
and  their  bodies  to  industry  and  economy;  and  the 
country  commences  to  enjoy  that  prosperity  and 
^  happiness  that  will  always  attend  virtuous  industry 
^  and  economy.  The  habits  and  pursuits  of  the  peo- 
ple have  changed;  and  why  not  chan'^c,  also,  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  to  correspond  with  this  pru- 
dence and  economy^  The  Grovernment  should  be 
the  shadow  and  image  of  the  people;  and,  I  pre- 
sume, it  will  not  be  considered  any  disparagement 
of  members  to  say  that  we  are  the  public  servants 
of  the  people,  and  ought  to  do  their  wUl.  Can 
any  one,  no  matter  how  careless  he  may  be  of 
public  opinion,  mistake  the  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple on  this  subject,  and  believe  that  they  will 
sanction  any  wild  or  prodigal  appropriation  of  the 

{Hiblic  money!  It  is  known  to  all,  that  the  circu- 
ation  of  money,  and  particularly  in  the  Western 
country,  is  extremely  limited;  and,  of  course,  the 
price  of  property  uncommonly  low.  All  these 
considerations  will  compel  the  Representatives  ol 
the  people  to  reflect  on  the  subject,  and  force  the 
expenditures  of  the  public  money  to  the  very  low- 
est point  on  which  the  Government  can  be  justly 
ana  properly  administered. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  clearly  satbfied  that  the 
whole  machinery  of  the  Government  can  be  car- 
ried on  yjearly  for  the  sum  of  eighteen  millions  of 
dollars.  Then,  in  truth,  we  would  have  a  wise 
and  economical  administration  of  the  Grovernment. 
The  last  years  of  the  Democratic  Admiuistrations 
of  the  Government  were  verging  to  this  sum,  al- 
though millions  were  expended  on  the  Florida  war, 
which  is  now  closed  Particularly  the  army  and  na- 
vy should  be  reduced;  andall  expenditures  curtailed 
in  such  manner  that  the  appropriations  should  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  exceed  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollais. 

The  scanty  circulation  of  money  in  the  country, 
in  comparison  to  the  superabundance  in  1836,  ana 
the  important  changes  in  the  sentiments  and  habits 
of  the  people— from  prodigality  and  extravagance 
to  industry  and  economy — imperiously  demand  of 
their  Representatives  a  corresponding  change  in 
•the  administration  of  the  Government. 

It  requires  an  effort  to  reduce  the  expenditures 
of  the  Government;  but  such  effort  and  such  re- 
duction are  confidently  anticipated  by  the  people. 

It  is  in  the  House  of  Representatives  wnere  peo- 
ple should  expect  relief  from  these  extravagant 
appropriations  of  money.  The  people  have  more 
intimate  connexion  with  the  House  than  any  other 
department  of  Government.  The  Representatives 
are  elected  every  two  years,  and  therelore  have  a 
common  feeling  and  identity  with  their  constitu- 
ents. It  is  not  so  with  the  Senate.  The  Senators 
are  elected  for  six  years,  and  then  not  by  the  peo- 
ple. Therefore,  neither  in  theory  nor  in  practice 
with  the  Senate,  as  far  as  I  have  observed  them  to 
actj  need  the  people  look  to  them,  as  a  body,  for 
relief  from  extravagance.  In  fact,  ihc  Constitu- 
tion, in  the  first  instance,  commits  all  these  money 
matters  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  it  is 
on  them  that  the  responsibility  mainly  rest&  in 
making  these  extravagant  appropriations  of  money. 

Mr.  Chairman,*!  need  only  mention  the  fact, 
that  every  member,  as  far  as  I  understand  the  sub- 
ject, is  pledged  to  his  constituents  to  observe  econ- 
omy in  the  expenses  of  the  Government.  This  sub- 
ject has  been  the  great  bone  of  contention  between 
the  contending  political  parties  for  years  past;  and 
I  take  it  to  be  true,  that  both  parties,  and  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  each  party,  are  solemnly  pledged, 
before  God  and  man,  to  observe  economy  in  all 
things,  and  to  prosecute,  with  zeal  and  efficiency, 
every  reform  and  retrenchment  in  Government 
that  is  proper  to  be  made.  Every  member  of  this 
committee  can  probe  his  own  heart,  and  see  if  I 
am  not  reviving  in  his  mind  the  recollections  of  the 
pledges  he  made  to  his  constituents. 

Although  the  sum  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  is 
but  small,  yet  the  decision  will  be  important,  to  test 
the  disposition  of  this  House  on  economy  and  re- 
trenchment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  consideration 
which  has  a  powerful  influence  on  me  in  oppo:;ing 
this    appropriation.     1  believe  that  the  good  of 


the  public  requires  a  different  location  to  be  given 
to  it.  The  officers  of  the  Government  may  be 
required  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  coast;  and 
the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  that  work 
be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  Western 
rivers — or  the  national  road,  if  you  please.  I  con- 
sider it  an  act  of  the  greatest  economy  to  appro- 
priate money  for  the  essential  and  necessary  na- 
tional improvements  of  the  country.  Suppose,  for 
the  sake  of  example,  that  a  few  tnousand  dollars 
applied  to  the  removing  of  the  snags  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi would  save  millions  to  the  people:  would 
not  this  be  economyl  Money  may  be  expended 
so  as  to  advance  the  most  essential  principles  of 
economy. 

I  would  only  mention  some  of  the  improvements 
that  ought  not  to  be  neglected  any  longer.  The 
completion  of  the  national  road  to  Alton,  in  the 
Slate  of  Illinois,  would  be  an  improvement  of 
much  more  benefit  to  the  public  than  the  survey 
of  the  coast.  This  great  national  work  has  been 
commenced  by  the  Government,  and  the  high  ex- 
pectations raised  among  the  people  should  be  re- 
alized by  completing  the  road  to  Alton. 

One  other  important  and  essential  improvement, 
is'the  purchase,  oy  the  Government,  of  the  private 
stock  in  the  LouisviIle|and  Portland  canal^  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  making  it  free.  There  is  no  improve- 
ment on  all  the  length  of  one  thousand  miles  of 
the  Ohio  river,  so  essential  and  necessary  as  the 
free  navigation  of  this  canal.  Although  it  is 
only  three  miles  in  length,  yet  it  ia  a  great  na- 
tional work.  I  need  not  inform  the  members  of 
this  committee  of  the  extent  of  navigation  which 
the  falls  of  Ohio  obstruct.  The  great  and  increas- 
ing population  in  the  West,  that  is  interested  in 
the  removal  of  this  obstruction,  is  greater  than 
is  generally  known.  All  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, amounting  to*  six  millions  of  people,  or  up- 
wards, are  more  or  less  directly  interested  in  this 
improvement.  The  importance  of  this  work,  and 
the  interest  the  people  feel  in  it,  ought  to  attract  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  it,  and  cause  them  to  pur- 
chase the^tock,  and  make  the  canal  free  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  most  important  national 
work  in  all  the  West  is  the  improvement  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  My  congressional  district  bor- 
ders on  the  Mississippi;  ana  that  part  of  the  river 
which  has  acquired  for  itself,  by  the  destruction  of 
such  a  number  of  boats,  the  name  of  the  "boat 
grave-yard,"  is  located  in  my  district.  So,  I  con- 
sider it  my  imperious^duty  to  urge  this  subject  re- 
spectfully on  the  consideration  of  Congress.  And 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  if  Congress 
will  give  the  subject  their  deliberate  consideration, 
a  larfie  appropriation  will  be  made  to  remove  the 
snags  from  this  river. 

I  have  no  doubt  there  is  more  wealth  floated 
on  the  Mississippi  than  any  other  rivsr  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  commerce  is  increasing  on  it 
every  year.  This  will  be  readily  conceded,  when 
we  take  into  consideration  the  fertility  and  extent 
of  the  country  which  this  river  and  its  tributaries 
water.  The  variety  of  climate,  and  the  extreme 
productiveness  of  the  soil,  together  with  the  energy 
and  industry  with  which  this  region  of  country  is 
cultivated,  furnish  more  surplus  for  exponation 
than  any  other  section  of  the  Union.  There  were 
navigating  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  in 
1840,  437  steamboats;  and  more  than  two  hundred 
millions  worth  of  properly  was  shipped  yearly  on 
the  Western  waters. 

I  pretend  not  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  great 
amount  of  property  that  is  exposed  every  year, 
and  every  day,  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  navigation 
o  these  Western  waters,  it  is  more  than  any  one. 
who  does  not  see  it,  could  scarcely  believe;  ana 
the  losses  and  destruction  of  steamboats  are  also 
almost  incredible.  Although  I  reside  not  far  fiom 
the  scene  of  destruction,  and  hear  much  on  the  sub- 
ject, yet  I  was  astonished  to  see  on  the  Mississippi, 
tor  twentj  or  thirty  miles  up  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  such  numerous  hulls  and  wrecks  of  ih^finest 
steamboats  that  navigated  the  Western  waters.  1 
saw  and  heard  of  such  destruction  of  property,  and 
saw,  myself,  the  remains  of  so  many  of  ihe  most 
splendid  and  costly  steamboats,  that  I  consider  it 
my  solemn  duty  to  state  these  facts  to  the  commit- 
tee. And  I  am  confident,  if  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee had  seen  this  ruin  and  loss  of  property,  as  I 
did.  that  they  would  not  hesitate  one  moment  to 
make  a  liberal  appropriaiioo  to  improve  the  river. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  exhibit  a  statement  of 
facts,  which  I  have  no  doubt  are  correct.    Even 


this  short  epitome  of  cases  will  give  some  Um 
idea  of  the  realities : 

"Wbstbrm  mavioation.— The  foUowiDg facu  forthecoMd. 
eratloD  of  CcmgresM  are  furnished  in  a  report,  made  by  a  cooi' 
mittee  at  a  public  meeting  in  8i.  Loois,  ia  the  natuieof  an». 
morial  to  Congrea«:  The  numtaei  of  aleamboata  wnX  in  tin 
Mieeieeippi  anil  Missouri  rivers,  ic  the  year  1839,  wti  forty  in 
1B40,  forty-one;  in  1841,  iwenly-nine;  and  in  the  pRmt  yor 
twenty  eigtiL  The  a^gresate  value  of  these  bous  aid  ibelr 
cargoes  was  •3,640,0(30;  and,  in  addition,  thetepainof  damani 
by  inacs,  where  the  boats  have  noi  been  sank,  have  kTenSed 
•40,000  per  year.  Between  the  1  lib  of  SepteiDber  tod  IsSof 
October,  (less than  five  weelta.)  eigUt  fine  boats,  wHIi  their  Uf 
Koea,  were  sunic  between  St.  Loiiis  and  the  mouth  of  the  Oho. 
The  arffreffaie  of  the  loas  by  the  sinking  of  these  eiglit  botfi 
was  •234,000." 

"Atbamboat  0IBA8TBRB.— The  3teamboat  Saratoga  wuroak 
in  the  Mississippi  last  week.  PasMngers  and  bafgage  nved: 
boat  and  cargo  lost.  The  Patrick  Henry  was  sQaggad  dck 
Metnpiiis— no  lives  tost.  The  Dobcoq  was  albo  anagged  near 
the  sanne  place,  and  oiuch  of  her  cargo  lost--abou(  IUt,Q(A 
worth.  The  Fame  stove.  The  Scioto  Belle  snagged  and  much 
injured.  The  steamboat  Riatio  was  snagged  about  thirty  qiUm 
from  Little  Rock,  and  sunk;  boat  lo«t,  and  cargo  much  dam- 
aged." 

I  would  ask  an]r  man,  had  theselossesof  boats  and 
property,  to  the  amount  of  $3,540,000  vilhin  foar 
years,  occurred  on  the  Hudson  river,  between 
New  York  and  Albany,  if  the  forty  Representa- 
tives of  the  Empire  State  would  not  have  had  ap- 
propriation^ aOer  appropriation  to  improve  toe 
Hudsoni  The  jusiice  antl  propriety  of  the  im- 
provement are  the  same,  whether  in  the  Hudson  or 
the  Mississippi;  and,  if  any  difference,  it  is  more 
just  to  improve  the  Mississippi,  becanse  there  is 
more  commerce  on  it  than  on  the  Hudson.  The 
people  in  the  city  of  New  York,  who  were  injared 
oy  a  fire  m  1836,  were  relieved  by  Congress;  and 
why  not  relieve  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  ral- 
lev  from  these  losses,  as  well  as  in  other  sections 
of  the  Unionl 

I  would  compare  the  necessity  and  utility  of  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Hassler  sur- 
vey of  the  coast.  No  one  says  there  would  be  any 
loss  of  property  or  life  incurred  by  the  delay  for 
a  while  to  survey  the  coast;  and  it  will  not,  under 
the  Hassler  administration,  be  completed  in  lesstban 
fiAy  or  sixty  years;  so  that  several  generations  will 
pass  away  before  the  country  will  experience  the 
full  benefit  of  the  work.  The  Mississippi,  of  all 
the  rivers  in  the  Union,  is  the  easiest  improved. 
A  small  sum  will  remove  almost  all  the  snags 
which  have  caused  the  losses,  and  improve, 
upper  and  lower  rapids  on  that  river. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  conclusion  is,  that,  on  the  strict- 
est principles  of  vconomy,  the  appropriation  forihe 
survey  or  the  coast  should  be  applied  for  the  im- 
provements in  the  West,  and  the  oflScers  of  the 
Qovernraent  should  pros?culc  the  furvey  of  the 
coast  without  expense  to  the  nation. 

NoTfi.— The  appropriation  was  stricken  oat. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  PAYNE. 

OF  ALABAMA. 
In  the  Hmise  of  RepreseTU^ttives^  December  20,  I8i2^ 
On  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  lav. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupl  law  being  nndet 
consideration — 

Mr.  PAYNE,  ol  Afabama^  rose  and  said : 
Mr.  Speaker:  When  the  bill  establishing  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  was  under  considera- 
tion, I  had  sirong  objections  to  the  pasaage  of  the 
measure.  As  I  was  prevented  from  stating  those 
objections  to  the  House  and  to  the  country  then,  I 
.avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  to  do  so 
now. 

One  objection,  which  operated  upon  my  mind, 
was  the  retroactive  feature  of  that  law.  Had  It  been 
prospective  in  iLs  operation,  and  conformable  in 
other  respects  to  the  Constitution,  it  vonld  hare 
received  my  support;  nor  would  1  now  oppotx  a 
permanent  system  of  bankrapccy  freed  from  the 
odious  objections  to  which  the  present  one  is  liable. 
That  a  bankrupt  law,  freed  from  those  objections, 
could  not  have  passed  then,  we  all  know;  conse- 
quently, we  were  forced  to  vole  np<m  the  law  as 
it  now  is,  with  all  its  imperfections.  I  believed 
then,  and  1  believe  now,  that  Congress  has  not 
the  power  to  pass  any  law  which  is  retrooieciive 
in  iLs  operation.  Nor  will  it  be  pretended  that  it 
belongs  to  the  legitimate  powers  oi  this  Govemmeat 
to  pass  a  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts; 
yet,  this  famous  bankrupt  law  was  retrospectae  in 
Its  operations,  and  dia  impair  the  obligation  oi 
contracts,  by  releasing  the  debtor  f^om  the  paynaenl 
of  his  debts  without  the  consent  of  his  creditor. 
Another  objection  which  I  bad  to  the  law,  vil 
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founded  in  the  clause  authorizing  voluntary  bank- 
ruptcy. That  feature  makes  it  (to  that  extent)  an 
insolveiU^th&iiOi  a  bankrupt  law;  and  this  Gov- 
ernmeot  has  no  power  to  paNS  insolvent  laws. 

Sir,  a  third  and  controlling  objection  to  that  bill 
was,  that  it  destroyed  the  obligation  existing  be- 
tween a  princ^al  and  his  security ;  which  obli- 
gation ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  bfe  perpetual.  When 
one  individual  becomes  security  for  another,  it  is 
wirhoui  the  expectation  of  reward,  and  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  acconamodating  a  friend;  when  the  se- 
curity is  force  i  to  pay  the  debt,  because  of  the 
failure  of  the  principal  to  do  so,  the  most  sacred 
debt  is  contracted  from  ibe  principal  to  his  security; 
and  a  man  cannot  be  honest  who  would  himself 
desire  to  be  released  from  his  obligation  to  pay  it; 
and  ito  Government  should  pass  a  law,  the  provis- 
ions of  which  an  honest-  man  could  not  desire  to 
be  applied  to  himself.  There  would  have  been  no 
difficulty  in  so  framing  the  bill  as  to  authonze  the 
debtor  to  procure  a  release  from  his  creditors,  and 
at  the  same  t|me  allowing  the  obligation  between 
the  principal  and  security  to  be  perpetual;  and  this 
should  have  been  done. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  to  the  bill  ori- 
ginally, and  constitute  good  reasons  why  the  law 
should  now  b^  repealed;  but  they  were  disregarded, 
and  the  measure  was  forced  upon  the  country,  un- 
der the  operation  of  your  gag  rules  and  caucus 
drill,  without  dillowing'an  i  to  be  doited,  or  a  Ho  be 
crossed. 

The  bill  under  consideration  proposes  to  repeal 
the  bankrupt  1  aw,  So  far,  I  approve  it.  But  ii  is 
coupled  wiih  a  provision  whicn  1  find  extremely 
embarrassing.  That  proviso  is  intended  to  save  all 
who  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy  before  the  5lh 
day  of  December,  IS-I^;  and  it  will  probably  have 
that  effect.  If  1  vote  for  the  bill  wiln  the  proviso, 
1  aid,  by  my  vote,  those  persons  who  have  taken 
the  initiatory  steps  to  complete  the  process,  and 
thereby  commit  myself  in  favor  of  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  whole  measure.  If  I  vote  against 
the  biH,  I  shall  oppose  the  repeal  of  an  unconstitu- 
tional law.  'Thus,  let  me  vote  as  I  may,  I  am 
placed  in  a  false  position.  To  obviate  this  diffi- 
culty, I  notified  the  House,  a  few  days  ago,  that  [ 
should  move  an  amendment,  striking  out  the  pro- 
viso. But  were  I  to  do  this,  and  the  amendment 
bhould  prevail,  we  should  discriminate  unjustly  be- 
tween individuals;  for  while  those  who  have  fied 
with  hot  and  joyous  haste  to  embrace  the  provisions 
of  the  law  would  procure  a  discharge  from  their 
debts,  those  who  have  moved  with  less  activity, 
and  look  aithis  mode  of  relief  as  a  humiliating  al- 
ternative, to  be  justified  only  from  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  would  be  denied  the  benefits  of  the  law. 
This  would  be  rank  injustice,  which  nothing  short 
of  imperiou.<«  necessity  could  force  upon  me.  I  am 
sensible,  however,  that  were  I  to  make  the  motion 
indicated,  when  in  order  to  do  so,  it  would  not  pre- 
vail. 

SirJI  mus^be  permitted  to  ask,  why  this  haste  to 
repeal  the  law,  and  in  the  quarter  from  which  it 
emanates  7  When  1  reflect  upon  the  previous  dis- 
cussions of  the  measure,  the  relief  promised,  the 
restoration  of  confidence  predicted,  and  the  great 
benefits  which  it  was  to  confer  on  all,  debtor  and 
creditor ;  I  am  surprised  that,  in  one  short  year,  its 
repeal  should  be  determined  upon.  I  had  supposed 
that  permanency,  at  least,  was  intended;  that  it  was 
to  be  prospective  as  well  ^^retrospective;  the  fixed 
policy  of  the  nation,  made  necessary  by  the  com- 
mercial relations  existing  between  the  Slates,  to  op- 
erate  upon  all  for  the  benefit  of  cUl.  In  this  I  was 
mistaken.  What  do  I  now  see  1  The  very  men 
who  were  foremost  in  fastening  this  odious  measure 
upon  the  country,  are  the  first  to  move  its  repeal. 
Upon  what  grounds  do  they  predicate  the  necessity 
of  this  repeal  ?  The  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Evbrett]  tells  us  that  the  law  has  done  the 
work  for  ^Aich  U  was  inlemled,  and  that  t-here  is  no 
furfJur  necessiiy  for  its  continuance.  That  is,  it  has 
released  ex'ery  man  from  paying  his  just  debts,  who 
thought  proper  to. avail  himself  of  its  provisions ; 
and  this  is  all  we  desired  to  do. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  look  upon  this  avowal  as  well 
calculated  to  deteriorate  the  morals  of  our  own 
people;  (and  this  is  evil  enough.  Heaven  knows;) 
out  its  effect  upon  our  credit  and  character  abroad, 
will  be-dreadful.  The  eyes  of  the  commerciiil 
world  are  upon  us,  and  our  standing  in  foreign 
countries  can  be  little  less  than  infamous ^ 
when  it  is  seen  that  an  American  Congress  legis- 
lates at  one  session  to  release  her  citizens  from  their 
jusi  debts;  and  at  the  next,  repeals  the  law,  avowing 


that  the  work  is  done,  and  that  its  existence  is  no 
longer  necessary.  Sir,  if  1  could  be  permitted  to 
offer  one  word  of  advice  to  those  who  passed  this 
law,  and  who  are  now  seeking^its  repeal,  I  would 
invoke  them,  for  the  honor 'of  the  country,  to  place 
that  repeal  upon  higher  grounds  ihan  those  already 
indicated.  Say  that  it  was  a  reckless  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  that  it  was  condemned  by  the 
moral  sense  of  a  virtuous  constituency.  Tell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  save  the  country  from 
the  stigma  which  your  misguided  zeal,  hasty  and 
inconsiderate  legislation,  has  brought  upon  it. 

I  wash  my  hands  of  this  whole  measure.  It  is 
of  Whig  origin;  but  one  Democrat  voted  for  it,  [Mr. 
Dawson  of  Louisiana,] — a  faithful,  honest,  and  able 
Representative  he  is;  and  by  this  vote  expressed 
the  will  of  his  constituents,  and  gratified  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  own  generous  nature;  but  he  stood 
alone.  The  measure  was  conceived  by  Whigs, 
brought  forth  by  Whigs,  matured  by  Whigs;  and 
now  this  fine,  fat,  plump  offspring  of  Whig  parent- 
age is  brough  forth  with  parricidal  cruelty,  to  be 
slain  by  the  hand  of  its  own  parents.  The3r  have 
a  right  to  do  as  they  please  with  their  own  goods, 
actuated  by  their  own  reasons.  I  shall  not  complain; 
but  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for  refusing  to  kneel 
at  their  altars,  or  towor  ship  iheirgods.  Moreover,  I 
should  like  to  see  them  do  their  work  decently,  and 
with  as  little  injury  to  the  reputation  of  the  coun- 
try as  possible.  I  say  this  in  perfect  respect;  for  I 
do  not  wish  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  the  parly  at 
this  time. 

Sir,  there  is  one  fact  lo  which  I  desire  to  call 
the  auention  of  the  country,  and  I  desire  it  to  be 
long  remembered,  as  connected  with  the  political 
annals  of  the  times;  because,  it  not  only  verifies  a 
prediction  so  often  made  by  the  Republican,  but 
IS  now  admitted  by  the  Whig  party,  viz:  The 
gentleman  from  Veimont  [Mr.  Everett]  tells  us 
that  this  bankrupt  law— this  famous  measure  of 
Whig  relief,  which  was  in  future  time  to  be 
hailed  as  a  national  jubilee — hca  resulted  in  the 
prostration  of  all  credit^  and  the  destruction  of  all 
cor^dence  between  man  and  man. 

Mr.  Everett  here  interposed  lo  explain:  [He 
had  not  said  that  it  was  this  law  which  had  de- 
stroyed public  credit— that  had  been  done  by  other 
causes;  but  that,  if  the  law  should  be  continued, 
its  effect  would  be  to  impair,  and  ultimately  de- 
slroy,  all  confidence  in  the  community.] 

Mr.  Payne.  Very  well:  I  accept  the  explana- 
tion. It  is  admitted  that  the  Whig  measure  for  the 
relief  of  the  country,  and  for  the  restoration  of 
confidence,  is  now  tending,  and,  if  not  repealed, 
will  destroy  all  confidence  in  the  community.  This 
is  a  valuable  confession,  because  it  not  only  ad- 
mits that  the  Whigs  have  been  sadly  deceived  as 
to  the  effect  of  their  leading  measure  upon  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  but  demonstrates  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Republicans,  who  have  long  since 
seen  and  predicted  these  very  resulLs. 

The  gentleman  from  New'York  [Mr.  Barnard] 
has  favored  the  House  with  a  melancholy  history 
of  the  fate  of  the  legislation  of  the  27ih  Congress— 
a  history  equally  striking  and  true.  That  the  Whig 
parQr  throughout  the  Union  are  as  much  astonish- 
ed at  these  results  as  the  gentleman  himself  is,  I  do 
not  entertain  a  doubt;  but  I  can  inform  him  that 
the  Republicans  have  anticipated  aU  of  this  from 
the  beginning.  It  is  the  moral  influence  of  public 
sentiment  operating  upon  the  Representative;  and 
I  tell  the  gentleman  that  this  same  moral  influence 
has  not  only  decreed  the  repeal  of  this  law,  but  of 
every  other  passed  by  the  37th  Congress— not  except- 
ing the  tariff,  the  most  unjust  aVid  iniquitous  of  all. 
That,  also,  in  two  short  years,  must  yield  to  the 
same  powerful  and  just  influence. 

Sir,  there  is  one  development  exhibited  by  this 
discussion,  which,  to  an  inexperienced  political 
tactician,  looks  a  little  marvellous — viz:  the  abuse 
of  Mr.  Tyler.  No  matter  what  happens,  the  Presi- 
dent is  abused;  and  for  all  of  this  abuse,  be  is  in- 
debted to  those  who  elected  him,  but  have  since 
changed  sides  and  become  his  opponents.  If  he 
interposes  his  veto,  he  is  denounced  for  obstructing 
the  popular  will.  If  he  withholds  his  veto,  and 
laws  are  passed  whioh  the  moral'sensc  of  the  people 
condemn,  he  is  still  denounced.  This  seems  to  ine 
abs3lutely  unjust.  Blame  him,  if  you  will,  lot  his 
own  acts;  but  for  the  acUs  of  yourselves— forced 
upon  you  by  the  moral  sense  of  your  constituents — 
he  is  not  justly  censurable.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  defend  the  President.  I  am  under  no  obli- 
gations to  him.  I  never  asked  a  personal  favor  of 
him,  and  I  never  shall.    Upon  two  or  three  occa- 


sions, I  have  recommended  persons  for  appointment: 
toofiice.  He  has  invariably  failed  to  respect  my 
recommendations;  and,  upon  one  occasion,  nomi- 
nated a  citizen  of  Ohio  to  fill  an  office,  the  duties  of 
which  were  obliged  to  be  performed  in  the  States  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi.  Possibly  he  majhave 
thought  there  ^as  no  citizen  of  any  par^r  in  Ala* 
bama  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  oflice. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  time  will  develop;  and  the  peo- 
ple will  judge  of  his  motive. 

No  obligation  was  created,  try  this  course,  upon 
me,  to  defend  him;  still,  justice  ought  to  be  done. 
Sir,  the  instructions  moved  by  the  gentleman  from.  - 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J.  Inoersoll]  require  the 
committee  to  report  a  bankrupt  bill  including  banks. 
To  this  proposition  I  am  decidedly  opposed,  for 
many  reasons.  I  shall  offer  but  one,  viz:  it  would 
unite  the  money  and  political  power  of  this  nation, 
and  Increase,  to  an  alarming  cxlenlj  Executive 
power  and  patronage.  It  will  be  admitted,  I  pre- 
sume, that  the  Executive  could,  with  the  power  and 
resources  of  this  Gk)vemment,  force  anv  bank  to 
suspend,  in  less  than  twenty  days,  which  had  issued 
one  dollar  more  in  paper  than  it  could  redeem  in 
specie.  And,  upon  the  other  hand,  by  the  resources 
of  this  Government,  he  can  prevent  the  suspension 
of  any  bank  for  which  he  may  feel  political  par- 
tiality. Now,  subject  the  suspended  banks  to  the 
operation  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and  you  arm  the 
President  with  full  power  over  the  existence  of 
these  institutions;  and,  by  the  powerful  motives  of 
hope  and  fear,  every  bank  in  the  nation  would  be 
brought  to  his  feet.  The  magnitude  of  this  power 
would  be  limited  only  by  the  pecuniary  transactions 
of  this  nation. 

When  I  took  my  seat  in  Congress,  I  resolved 
never  to  give  a  vote  which  would  increase  the 
power  of  the  Executive.  I  cannot,  therefore,  sup- 
port  this  proposition  to  instruct  the  committee,  with- 
out violating  this  rule  established  for  my  own  gov* 
ernment,  much  as  1  deprecate  the  existence  of  banks 
which  do  not  redeem  tneir  bills  in  specie. 

BRITISH  TREATY. 

[secret  session.] 

REMARKS  Of"mR.  CALHOUN, 

OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

In  SenaU,  August,  1842.— On  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  his  object  in  rising 
was  not  to  advocate  or  oppose  the  treaty,  but  sim- 
ply to  state  the  reasons  that  would  govern  him  in 
voting  for  its  ratification.  The  question,  according; 
to  his  conception,  was  not-wheiher  it  was  all  we 
could  desire,  or  whether  it  was  liable  to  this  or  ihMi 
olfection;  but  whether  it  was  such  a  one  that,  under 
allthe  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  would  be  most 
advisable  lo  adopt  or  reject  Thus  regarded,  it  was 
his  intention  lo  stale  fairly  the  reasons  in  favor  of  and 
against  its  ratification;  and  to  assign  to  each  its 
proper  weight,  beginning  with  the  portion  relatmg 
to  the  Noriheastcin  boundary,  the  settlement  of 
which  was  the  immediate  and  prominent  object  of 
the  negotiation. 

He  was  one  of  those  who  had  not  the  ^liglltest 
doubt  that  the  boundary  for  which  ine  State  of 
Maine  contended  was  the  true  one,  as  established  by 
the  treaty  of  peaoe  in  1783;  and  had  accoidioriy 
so  recorded  his  vote,al\er  a  deliberate  inv^ntgaiion 
of  the  subject.  But,  although  such  was  his  opin- 
ion, he  did  not  doubt  at  the  time  that  the  boundary 
could  only  be  settled  by  a  compromise  line.  We 
had  admitted  it  to  be  doubtful  at  an  early  pe- 
riod during  the  Administration  of  Washington ; 
and  more  recently  and  explicitly,  by  stipulating  to 
submit  it  to  the  arbitration  of  a  friendly  power,  by 
the  treaty  of  Ghent.  The  doubt,  thus  admitted  on 
our  part  to  exist,  had  been  srieaily  strengthened  by 
the  award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  who  had  been 
mutually  selected  as  the  arbiter  under  the  treaty. 
So  strong,  indeed,  was  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  impression 
that  the  dispute  could  only  be  settled  by  a  compro- 
mise or  conventional  line,  that  he  said  to  a  friend 
in  the  then  Cabinet,  (when  an  appropriation  was 
made  a  few  years  since  for  a  special  mission  to  oe 
sent  to  England  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary,  and 
his  name,  among  others,  was  mentioned  Jor^de 
place,)  that  the  question  could  only  be  settled  by 
compromise ;  and  for  that  purpose,  some  distin- 
guished citizen  of  the  section  ought  to  be  selected : 
and  neither  he,  nor  any  other  Southern  man,  ought 
.  to  be  thought  of.  With  these  previous  impressions, 
he  was  prepared,  when  the  negotiation  opened,  to 
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expect,  if  it  succeeded  ia  adjustiiuc  tHe  difficulty, 
it.  would  be  (as  it  has  been)  oa  a  coniptoiiitse  Une^ 
liotwithstatiding;,  'When  it  mti&  fiost  atuuxinced 
Ihat  the  linie  agreed  on  itteiuded  al  considerable 
portion  of  the  territory  lying  to  the  west  of  the  line 
awAxded  by  the  Klag  of  Holland,  he  was  increda* 
lott^,  and  expressed  himself  strongly  against  it. 
His  first  impression  was,  perhaps,  the  more  strongly 
against  it,  from  the  fact  that  he  had  fixed  on  the 
river  St.  John)  from  the  mcmth  of  Eel  river,  taking 
the  St.  Francis  branch  (the  one  selected  by  the 
King  of  Holland)  as  the  nataral  and  proper  com- 
promise boundary,  including  in  otir  limits  all  the 
portion  of  the  disputed  territbry  lying  north  of  Eel 
river,  and  west  and  south  of  the  St.  John,  above  its 

i'ttnetion ;  and  all  the  other  within  that  of  Great 
Britain.  On  a  little  reflection,  however,  he  re- 
solved not  to  form  his  opinion  of  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  the  treaty  on  rumor  or  ioBoerfect  informa- 
tion; but  to  wait  until  the  whole  suhject  was 
brought  before  the  Senate  officially,  and  then  to 
make  it  up  on  full  knowled;?e  of  all  the  facts  and 
circnmatances  afler  deliberate  and  mature  reflec- 
tion ;  and  that  he  had  dome  with  the  utmost  care 
and  impartiality.  What  he  now  proposed  wuj,  to 
give  the  result,  with  the  reasons  on  which  it  rests, 
aud  which  would  govern  his  vote  on  the  ratifl- 
cation* 

He  still  believed  that  the  boundary  which  he  had 
fixed  in  his  own  mind,  was  the  natural  and  proper 
one;  but.  as  that  could  not  be  obtained,  the  ques- 
tion for  them  to  decide  was.  Are  the  obfections  to  the 
boundary  as  actually  agreed  on,  and  the  stipula- 
tions connected  witn  it,  such  as  ought  to  cause 
its  rejection^  In  deciding  it,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  as  far  as  this  portion  of  the  boundary  is 
concerned,  it  is  a  question  belonging  much  more  to 
the  Stale  of  Maine  than  to  the  Union.  It  is,  in 
trnth,buc  the  boundai^  of  that  State;  and  it  makes 
a  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  only 
by  being  the  exterior  boundary  of  one  of  the  States 
of  our  Federal  Union.  It  is  her  sovereignty  and 
soil  that  are  in  dispute,  except  the  portion  of  the 
latter  that  still  remains  in  Massachusetts;  and  it 
belongs  in  the  first  plaqe  to  her,  and  to  Massachusetts, 
as  f^r  as  her  right  of  soil  is  involved,  to  say  what 
their  rights  and  interests  are,  and  what  is  required 
ta  be  done.  The  rest  of  the  Union  is  bound  to  de- 
fend them  in  their  just  claim;  and  to  assent  to  what 
they  may  be  willing  to  assent  to  in  settling  the 
claim  in  contest,  if  there  should  be  nothing  in  it 
inconsistent  with  the  interest,  honor,  or  safety  of 
the  rest  of  the  Union.  It  is  so  that  the  controversy 
has  ever  been  regarded.  It  is  well  known  that 
President  Jackson  would  readily  have  agreed  to 
the  award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  had  not  Maine 
objected;  and  that  to  overcome  her  objection,  he  was 
prepared  to  recommend  to  Congress  to  give  her,  in 
ortler  to  get  her  consent,  one  million  of  acres  of  the 
public  domain,  worth,  at  the  minimum  price,  a 
million  and  a  (juarter  of  dollars.  The  case  is  now 
reversed.  Maine  and  Massachusetts  have  tx>th  as- 
sented to  the  stipolaiions  of  the  treaty,  as  far  as  the 
question  of  the  boundary  affects  their  peculiar  in- 
terest, through  commissioners  vested  with  full  pow- 
ers to  represent  them;  and  the  question  for  us  to 
decide  is.  Shall  we  reject  that  to  which  they  have 
asstoledT  Shall  the  Government,  afler  refusing 
to  agree  to  the  award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  be- 
caascJViaine  objected,  now  reverse  its  course,  and 
refuse  to  agree  to  that  to  which  she  and  Massachu- 
setts have  both  assented  1  There  may,  indeed,  be 
reasons  strong  enough  to  authorize  such  a  course; 
but  tbey  must  be  such  as  will  go  to  prove  that  we 
cannot  give  our  as!$ent  consistently  with  the  inter- 
ests, the  honor,  or  the  safety  of  the  Union.  That 
has  not  been  done;  and,  he  would  add,  if  there  be 
any  such,  he  has  not  been  able  to  detect  ihemj^ 

It  has,  indeed,  been  said  that  the  assent  of  Maine 
vras  coerced.  She  certainly  desired  to  obtain  a 
more  favorable  boundary;  but  when  the  alterna- 
tive was  presented  of  another  reference  to  arbi- 
tration, she  waived  her  objection,  as  far  as  she  was 
individually  concerned,  rather  than  incur  the  risk, 
dcTay,  uncertainly  and  vexation  of  another  sub- 
mission of  her  claims  to  arbitration;  and  left  it 
to  the  Senate,  the  constituted  authority  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  to  decide  on  the  general  merits  of 
the  treaty,  as  it  relates  to  the  whole  Union.  In  so 
doing,  she  has,  in  his  opinion,  acted  wissely  and 
patriotically— wisely  for  herself,  and  patriotically  in 
referenre  to  the  rest  of  the  Union.  She  has  not 
got,  indeed,  nil  she  desired;  and  h^seven  lost  ter- 
ritory, if  ihe  treaty  be  compared  to  the  award  of 
the  King  of  Holland;  but,  as  an  offset,  that  which 


she  has  lost  is  of  little  value,  while  that  which  she  re- 
tains has  been  greatly  increased  in  value  by  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty.  The  whole 
amount  lost,  is  about  half  a  million  of  acres.  It 
lies  along  the  eastern  slope  of  the  highlands,  skirt- 
ing the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  east,  and  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  of  little  value  for  soil,  timber,  or  any- 
thing else— a  sterile  region,  in  a  severe  inhospita- 
ble clime.  Against  that  loss,  she  has  acquired  the 
right  to  navigate  the  river  St.  John;  and  that,  not 
only  to  float  down  the  timber  on  its  banks,  but  all 
the  productions  of  the  extensive,  well-timbered, 
and,  taken  as  a  whole,  not  a  sterile  portion  of 
the  State' that  lies  on  her  side  of  the  bosom  of  that 
river  and  its  tributaries.  But  that  is  not  all.  She 
also  gains  what  is  vastly  more  valuable — the 
right  to  ship  them  on  the  same  terms  as  colonial 
productions  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colonial  pos- 
sessions. These  great  and  important  advantages 
will  probably  double  the  value  of  that  extensive 
region,  and  make  it  one  of  the  most  populous  and 
flourisning  portions  of  the  State.  Estimated  by  a 
mere  moneyed  standard,  these  advantages  are 
worth,  he  would  suppose,  all  the  rest  of  the  ter- 
ritory claimed  by  Maine  without  them.  If  to  this 
be  added  the  sum  of  about  ^^00,000  to  be  paid  her 
for  the  expense  of  defending  the  territory,  and 
S300,000  to  her  and  Massachusetts  in  equal  moieties, 
in  consequence  of  their  assent  to  the  boundary, 
and  the  equivalents  received,  it  must  be  apparent 
that  Maine  has  not  made  a  nad  exchange  in  ac- 
cepting the  treaty,  as  compared  with  the  award,  as 
far  as  her  separate  interest  is  concerned.  But  be 
that  as  it  may,  she  is  the  rightful  judge  of  her  own 
interests;  and  her  assent  is  a  sufficient  ground  for 
our  assent,  provided  that  to  which  she  has  assented 
does  not  involve  too  great  a  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
the  rest  of  the  Union,  nor  their  honor  or  safety.  So  far 
from  that,  as  far  as  the  rest  of  the  Union  is  concern- 
ed, the  sacrifice  is  small,  and  the  gain  great.  They 
are  under  solemn  constitutional  obligations  to  de- 
tend  Maine,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Union, 
against  invasion;  and  to  protect  her  territory,  cost 
what  it  may,  and  at  every  hazard.  The  power, 
claiming  what  she  contended  to  be  hers,  is  one  of  the 
greatest,  if  not  the  greatest,  on  earth.  The  dispute 
is  of  long  standing,  and  of  a  character  difficult  to 
be  adjusted;  and,  however  clear  the  right  of  Maine 
may  be  regarded  in  the  abstract,  it  has  been  made 
doubtful,  in  consequence  of  admissions,  for  which 
the  Government  orthe  Union  is  responsible.  To  ter- 
minate such  a  controversy,  with  tne  assent  of  the 
party  immediately  interested,  by  paying  the  small 
sum  of  half  a  million — of  which  a  large  part  (say 
$200,000)  is  unquestionably  due  tol  Maine,  and 
would  have  to  be  paid  to  her  without  ih^  treaty- 
is,  indeed,  a  small  sacrifice;  a  fortunate  deliver- 
ance. President  Jackson  was  willing  to  allow  her, 
as  has  been  stated,  more  than  twice  as  much  for  her 
assent  to  the  award;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  showed 
his  wisdom,  whatever  might  have  been  thought  of 
it  at  the  time.  Those,  at  least,  who  opposed  the 
treaty,  will  not  charge  him  with  being  willing  to 
sacrifice  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  Union,  in  ma- 
king the  offer;  and  yet  the  charge  which  they  make 
against  this  portion  of  the  treaty,  does,  by  im- 
plication, subject  what  he  was  ready  to  do  to  a  sim- 
ilar one. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  territory  which  England 
would  acquire  beyond  the  boundary  of  the  awarded 
line  would  greatly  strengthen  her  frontier,  and 
weaken  ours;  and  would  thereby  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  country  in  that  quarter.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  deeply  versed  in  military  science;  but, 
according  to  his  conception,  there  was  no  founda- 
tion for  the  objection.  It  was,  if  he  did  not  mistake, 
the  very  last  point  on  our  whole  frontier,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Superior,  on  which  an  expedition  would  be  organ- 
ized on  either  side  to  attack  the  possessions  of  the 
other.  In  a  military  point  of  view,  our  loss  is  as 
nothing  in  that  quarter;  while  in  another,  and  a 
much  more  important  quarter,  our  gain  by  the 
treaty  is  great,  in  the  same  point  of  view.  He  re- 
ferred to  that  provision  by  which  we  acquire 
Rouse's  Point,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Lake 
Champlain.  It  is  among  the  most  important  mili- 
tary positions  on  the  whole  line  of  our  eastern  and 
northern  frontier,  whether  it  be  regarded  in  refer- 
ence to  offensive  or  defensive  operations.  He  well 
remembered  the  deep  sensation  caused  among  mili- 
tary men  in  consequence  of  its  loss;  and  he  would 
leave  the  question  of  loss  or  gain,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  (taking  the  two  together,)  to  their  de- 
cision, without  the  least  doubt  what  it  would  be.        { 


But  if  it  should  be  thought  by  any  one  that  these 
considerations,  as  conclusive.'as  they  seemed  to  be 
were  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  ratification  of  this 
portion  of  the  treaty,  there  were  others,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to   be  perfectly  conclusive.    He 
referred  to  the  condition  ip  which  we  would  be 
left,  if  the  treaty  should  be  rejected.    He  vould 
ask — if,  after  having  agreed  at  Olhent  to  refer  the 
subject  to  arbitration,  and,  afler  having  leiused  to 
agree  to  the  award  made  under  that  reference, by  an 
arbitrator  of  our  own  selection,  we  shoald  now  re- 
ject this  treaty,  negotiated  by  our  own  Secretary  of 
Slate,  under  Ott|  own  eyes,  and  which  had  pre- 
viously received  The  assent  of  the  States  immedi- 
ately interested— whether  there  would  be  the  slight* 
est  prospect  that  another  equally  favorable  woald 
ever  be  obtainedl    On  the  contrary,  would  we  not 
stand  in  a  far  worse  condition  than  ever,  in  refer- 
ence to  our  claim?   Would  it  not,  indeed,  he  almost 
certain  that  we  should  lose  ihe  whole  of  the  basin 
of  the  St.  John,  and  Great  Britain  gain  all  for 
which  she  ever  contendied,  strengthened  aa  she 
would  be  by  the  disclosures  made  during  this  dis- 
cussion t*-    He  was  far  from  asserting  that  the  fads 

'The  following  extract  from  tho  speech  of  Mr.  Riyis,  the 
chairman  of  itie  Commitiee  on  ForeigD  RelaiioDf,  will  ihov 
what  the  dieclosuree  were: 

It  appean  to  the  committee,  therefore,  m  looking  back  lo 
the  public  and  solemn  acts  of  the  OoVeramen(f  and  of  iu  nc- 
ceaeive  admiijatrationfl,  that  the  time  has  pataed,  ifii  ever  a- 
isied,  when  we  coold  be  justified  in  making  tfaepreciae  iincof 
boundary  claimed  by  us  Uie  6ubj«'Ct  of  a  smsTuaneiiof  iMtntia- 
linn,  or  of  the  ultimo  ratio — of  an  aseertk>n  by  force.  Ditia 
second  arbilrstion,  then,  aflurd  ibe  pro»peeiofa  more  8ati»li^ 
tory  resultl  This  expedient  seemed  to  be  equally  rejected  l^ 
all  parties— by  the  United  States,  by  Great  Biitain,  andbyihe 
State  of  Maine.  If  such  an  altematiYe  should,  be  cootemplaied 
by  any  one  as  preferable  to  the  arrangement  which  had  bfen 
made,  it  is  fit  to  bear  in  mind  the  risk  and  «ficer(afn/j/,  uitell 
as  ilie  inevitable  delay  and  expense,  incident  leM>aimodeof 
decision .  We  have  at  rpadr  seen,  i  n  the  instance  of  the  aibiiia- 
tion  by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  how  much  weight  atiibs' 
Dal  of  that  sort  is  inclined  to  give  to  the  argamenl  of  CGRV^ 
nience,  and  asuppoeed  intention  on  the  pan  of  the  negotiaion 
of  the  treaty  of  1783,  against  the  literal  and  poiilj^e  temsiem* 
ployed  by  the  instrument  in  its  df»criptioD  of  limits,  b  then 
no  danger,  in  the  event  of  another  arbitration,  that  a  finfaerre* 
search  into  the  public  archives  of  Eurnpe  mfght  bring  to  light 
some  embarrasiing  (even  though  apocryphal)  doeumeni,  to 
throw  a  new  shade  of  plaueible  doobtoniheciearnneofour 
title,  in  the  view  of  a  sovereign  arbiter?  ^uch  a  docameat  hu 
alieadv  been  communicated  to  the  committef;  mA  1  feel  it 
(said  Mr.  R.)  to  be  my  duty  to  lay  it  before  the  6enate,  that 
they  may  fully  appreciate  its  bearings,  and  deiernilDefot  them- 
selves the  weight  and  importance  which  bdongtoU.  Ills 
due  to  the  'earned  and  distinguished  gentleman,  (Mr.  Jara) 
Sparlcs  of  Boston,)  bv  whom  the  document  referred  to  vai 
discovered  in  the  archives  o(  Prance,  while  punmine  her  la- 
borious and  intelligent  researches  connected  wiili  the  hittory 
of  our  own  conntryi  that  theacco«inl  ofit  should  be  given  in 
his  own  words,  as  contained  in  a  communication  addrmed  by 
him  to  the  Department  of  State.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  led 
from  that  communication: 

''While  pursuing  my  researches  among  the  voluminooi  pa* 
pers  relating  to  the  American  Revolution  in  the  ilrcAivet  dei 
Affairtt  Elt  angertt  in  Paris,  I  found  in  one  of  thebouod 
volumes  an  original  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  CoanldeVer- 
gonnes,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract  transcript: 

"Pa  WT,  December  6, 178S. 
<*8iR.  1  have  the  honor  of  relumiog  herewith  ihe  map  your 
Excellency  sert  me  yesterday.  I  Keve  nruirked  with  aitroDgred 
line,  according  to  jyour  desire,  the  limitsofthe  United ihaiea, 
as  settled  in  the  preliminaries  between  the  British  aiid  ArooKan 
plenipotentiaries. 

"With  great  respect,  I  am,  &c, 

«B.  FRANKLIN." 

"This  letter  was  written  six  days  afler  the  preKminariee  were 
signed;  and  if  we  could  piticuTe  the  identirai  map  mentioned 
by  Franklin,  it  would  Mem  to  aflbrd  conclusive  evidence  ai to 
the  mraning  aflixed  by  ihe  ctrmmianoners  to  thelaneua^of 
the  treaty  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries.  Vou  may  well  rap* 
pose  that  I  I'jst  nn  lime  in  making  inquiry  for  the  map,  do( 
doubting  that  it  wonid  confirm  all  my  previooa  optnioni  re- 
specting thb  validity  of  our  claim.  In  the  geofcraphical  de* 
partment  of  the  Archives  are  sixty  t<  ousaod  maps  and rbait^; 
but  so  well  Arranged  with  catalogues  and  indexre,  Uiat  uij  (t» 
of  them  may  be  easily  found.  After  a  little  reseatth  in  Um 
American  division,  with  the  aid  nf  the  keeper,  lraineupi»Da 
map  of  Mcrth  America,  by  D'AnvilIe,  dated  1746,  in  aise 
about  eighteen  inches  sqt:are,  on  whicli  was  dmwu  a  a'rosg 
red  line  tliroughout  the  entire  boundary  of  the  Ifnited  ^tf«i 
anawcrlne  precL-ely  to  Franklin's  d(icrip(i<>0-  The  line  is 
bold  and  distinct  in  every  part,  made  with  red  ink.  and  ap)*arem- 
ly  drawn  with  a  hair  peocjl,  or  a  pen  with  a  bluni  poinL  There 
is  nn  other  coloring  nn  any  part  of  the  map. 

"Imagine  my  nurprise  on  discovering  that  this  line  riiAi^hal' 
ly  south  of  the  St.  John,  and  between  the  head  wafer*  of  thai 
river  and  those  of  the  Penobscot  ami  Kennebec.  In  short,  itk 
exactly  tho  line  now  contended  for  by  Great  Brtiaio,  excefit 
that  it  concedes  more  than  is  claimed.  The  north  line,  afiei  d^ 
parting  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  instpad  of- prnccdfag 
to  Mars  Hill,  St- >ps  far  short  of  that  potnl^ai^l  tunwftfftoili 
west,  so  AS  to  leave  on  the  British  side  all  the  streams  iriticb 
fl  'W  into  the  St.  John,  between  the  source  of  the  St.  Craa 
and  Mars  Hill.  It  ia  evident  that  the  line,  from  the  9(  Cxmw 
then;<nadian  hiehlanda  is  intended  to  excluile  aUtktwaten 
running  into  the  St.  John. 

"There  ii*  no  positivs  proof  that  this  map  is  actually  the  one 
marked  by  Franklin;  yet,  upon  .-jriy  niber  supposition,  it  wouU 
he  difficuH  to  explain  the  circitmsisnces  i>f  its  Bgreeire*'  per- 
fectly with  his  description,  and  of  its  hein^  pieaerved  io  tke 
place  where  it  wopld  n&turaJly  be  depouted  »y  Cooot  de  Ve^ 
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disclosed  established  the  claim  of  Great  Britain,  or 
that  the  map  eihibiled  is  the  one  to  which  Frank- 
.  lio  referred,  ii)  his  note  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
the  French  Minister;  but  it  cannot  be  doubled  that 
the  conformity  of  the  line'  delineated  on  the  map, 
with  the  one  described  in  his  note,  would  have  the 
effect  of  strengthening  not  a  little  the  claims  of 
Great  Britain,  in  her  own  estimation  and  that  of 
the  world.  But  the  facts  stated,  and  the  map  ex- 
hibited by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  [Mr.  Rives,]  are  not  the  only  or  the 
strongest  disclosure  made  during  the  discussion. 
The  French  map  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  BEirroN,)  from'Mr.  Jefferson's  col- 
lection in  the  Congress  library,  in  order  to  rebut 
the  infereiice  from  the  former,  turned  out  lo  be  still 
more  so.  That  was  made  in  the  village  of  Passy, 
in  the  year  after  the  treaty  of  peace  was  negotiated, 
where  Franklin  (who  was  one  of  the  negotiators) 
resided,  and  was  dedicated  lo  him;  and  that  has  the 
boundary  line  drawn  in  eiact  conformity  to  the 
other,  and  in  the  manner  described  in  the  note  of 
Dr.  Franklin — a  line  somewhat  more  adverseto  us 
than  that  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  But,  as  stri- 
king as  is  this  coincidence,  he  was  far  from  regard- 
ing it  as  sufficient  to  establish  the  claim  of  Great 
Britain.  It  would,  however,  be  in  vain  lo  deny 
lliat  ii  was  a  corroborating  circumstance,  calcula- 
ted to  add  no  small  weight  to  her  claim. 

It  would  be  still  further  increased  by  the  fact 
that  France  was  our  ally  at  the  time,  and,  as  such, 
must  have  been  consulted,  and  kept  constantly 
advised  of  all  that  occurred  during  the  progress  of 
the  negotiation,  including  its  final  result.  Ii  would 
be  idle  to  suppose  that  these  disclosures  would  not 
weigh  heavily  against  us  in  any  future  negotiation. 
They  would,  so  much  so— taken  in  connexion  with 
the  adverse  award  of  the  King  of  Holland,  and 
this  treaty,  should  it  be  rejected— as  to  render  hope- 
less any  future  attempt  to  settle  the  question  by  ne- 
gotiation or  arbitration.    No  alternaiive  would  be 


^imes.  I  also  found  another  map  in  ilie  Archivep,  on  which 
the  0B,me  boundafy  waa  iraced  in  a  dolled  xcd  line  wiih  a  pen, 
apparently  copied  from  the  oiher. 

"I  enclose  herewi^  a  map  of  Maine,  on  which  I  havcrdrawn 
a  strong  black  line,  correspondiog  wi'h  ibe  red  one  above  men- 
lioncd." 

1  am  far  from  intimating  (mid  Mr.  Rives)  thai  the  docu- 
mciits  discoTered  by  Mr.  Sparks,  ciiriouB  and  well  vsorthyof 
conaideratiun  ae  ihey  undoubtedly  arc,  areofweieht  suflinient 
lo  ahake  ihe  tide  of  the  Doited  Stales,  founded  on  tito  poaitiTe 
tangaage  of  tlie  irealy  of  peace.  But  ihey  could  not  fail,  in  tlio 
event  of  another  reference,  to  give  increased  confidence  and 
emphasis  to  the  pretenaions  ofGre  at  Britain,  and  to  exert  a  cor- 
responding influence  upon  the  mind  of  the  arbiter.  Ii  is  worth 
wbile^  ii|  this  connexion,  to  turn  to  wh.it  Lord  Ashliurton  haa 
•aid,  m  one  oi'  his  communications  lo  Mr  Webster,  when  ex- 
plaining his  views  of  (he  position  of  ihe  highlands  described  in 
the  treaty: 

**Mj  inflpcction  of  the  map^,  and  my  examination  of  thedoc- 
unieoiy,"  says  his  Lordship,  ''lead  me  to  a  veiy  strong  convic- 
tion that  iho  highlands  contem I ilaied  by  it.o  necoiiaioraof  tlie 
ircaty  were  the  only  hichlanda  then  known  to  them— a/ Me 
hea4  of  Ike  Penobscot,  Kennebec,  and  tuerivtra  wtat  of  Ihe 
St.  Orotic;  and  that  they  did  not  precisely  know  how  the  north 
line  fruui  ilie  Hu  Croix  would  strike  (hem;  and  if  it  were  not 
my  wish  to  shorten  thii<  discussion,  1  believe  a  very  guod  argu- 
ment mi^ht  be  drawn  from  the  wnrdsof  thetiraiy  in  proofof 
this.  In  thenegotiatioDs  with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  afterwards 
with  Mr.  McLane,  Ihia  view  seemed  to  prevail;  and,  as  you  are 
aware,  there  were  proposals  to  search  for  these  highlands  to  the 
we*(,  where  alonr,  1  believe,  ihey  will  be  found  to  answer  ptr* 
fee:  ly  the  drsrrif  ition  of  the  treaty.  If  this  question  shouldun- 
fortttnately  git  lo  a  further  reference,  I  should  by  no  means 
despair  of  finding  stmie  confirmation  of  this  view  of  the 


tt 


ease 

U  is  for  the  Senate  to  consider  (adJed  Mr.  Rivbs)  whether 
there  would  not  be  much  risk  of  introducing  new  complications 
and  embarrR«»men(8  in  itiis  controvei'sy,  by  leaving  ii  open  (st 
anoclicr  Ungated  refereiice;  and  if  the  British  Govfrnment— 
strongly  preposfej>8ed,  as  its  minister  lell  us  it  is,  with  the  jus- 
tice of  its  claims— would  not  find  what  it  would  naturally  con* 
ftider  a  |>ei8na«ive  "confiimatlon  of  its  view  ol  ihe  ca-e"  in 
<laeanieftla  such  as  those  encountered  by  Mr.  Sparks  in  his 
hiacorical  researches  in  the  archives  of  France. 

A  map  has  been  vauntingly  paraded  here,  from  Mr.  Jeflerson's 
colleclion,  m  the  seal  of  oppitsition,  (without  taking  time  to  ore 
ivhat  it  waa,)  u>  confront  and  lnvali<iate  the  map  Ibund  by  Mr. 
Sparkaia  the  Foreign  Office  at  Paris;  but,  the  moment  it  is  ex* 
aznioed,  it  is  found  to  sustain,  by  the  most  precise  and  remark- 
able correspondence  in  every  feature,  the  map  communicated 
by  Mr.  Sparks.  TheBeniitor  who  produced  it,  could  see  noth- 
ing bat  the  microscopic  dotted  line  running  off  in  a  noriheasu 
eiiy  direction;  but  the  moment  other  eyes  were  applied  to 
it.  there  was  lound,  in  boM  relief,  a  strong  red  line,  indica. 
ting  the  limi's  of  the  United  Rtates  according  to  the  treaty 
of  peace,  and  coinciding,  minutely  and  exactly,  with  the  bounff- 
ary  tra''ed  on  the  nqap  of  Mr  Sparks.  That  this  red  line,  and 
not  Ibe  hardly  visible  dotted  line,  wti^  intended  t'>  re|)rcFent  ti>e 
lifniisofiheUniteil  States  according  to  the  treaty  of  neacc,  is 
eonclusirely  shown  by  the  circumstance  that  the  red  lir^e  Is 
dmwn  on  the  map  all  {•  round  the  exterior  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btatea; — through  the  middle  of  the  Ntifthern  Lakes,  thence 
throof  h  the  Long  Lake  and  the  Rainy  L'ike  to  the  Lake  of  the 
iVoods;  and  from  the  western  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  river  Mississippi:  and  along  ibat  river,  to  the 
point  where  il>e  ^andary  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
treaty  of  peace,  leaves  it;  and  thence,  by  its  easteiiy  couree,  tp 
the  mouth  of  the  e(.(Mar7'8,on  the  Atlantic. 


left  us,  but  to  yield  to  the  full  extent  of  the  British 
claim,  or  to  put  Maine  in  possession  by  force — and 
that,  too,  with  the  opinion  and  sympathy  of  the 
world  against  us  and  oor  cause.  In  his  opinion, 
we  would  be  bound  to  attempt  it,  in  justice  to  Maine, 
should  we  refuse  to  agree  lo  what  she  has  assent- 
ed. So  much  for  the  boundary  question,  as  far  as 
Maine  is  concerned. 

Having  now  shown  (satisfactorily,  he  hoped)  that 
Maine  has  acted  wisely  for  herself  in  asseniii  e  to 
the  treaty,  it  remained  to  be  considered  whether  we, 
the  representatives  of  the  Union  on  such  questions, 
would  not  also  do  so  in  ratifying  it — so  far  at  least, 
a«  Ihe  boundary  question  is  involved.  He  would 
add  nothing  to  what  had  already  been  said  of  the 
portion  in  which  Maine  was  immediately  interest- 
ed. His  remarks  would  be  confined  to  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  boundary,  extending  from  the 
nonnwestem  corner  of  that  State  lo  the  Rocky 
mountains. 

Throughout  this  long-extended  line,  every  ques- 
tion has  been  settled  lo  our  satisfaction.  Our  right 
has  been  acknowledged  to  a  territory  of  about  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, which  would  have  been  lost  by  the  award  of 
the  King  of  Holland.  A  long  gore  of  about  the 
same  amount,  lying  in  Vermont  and  New  York, 
and  which  was  lost  under  the  treaty  ot  Ghent, 
would  be  regained  by  this.  It  includes  Rouse's 
Point.  Sugar  Island,  lying  in  the  water  connexioi\ 
between  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  and  hereto- 
fore in  dispute,  is  acknowledged  to  be  ours;  it  is 
laree,  and^aluable  for  soil  and  positiun.  So,  also, 
is  Isle  Royale,  near  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, acknowledged  lo  be  ours — a  large  island, 
and  valuable  for  its  fisheries.  And,  aho,  a  large 
tract  of  country  to  ihe  north  and  west  of  that  lake, 
between  Fond  du  I^c  and  the  river  St.  Louis  on 
one  side,  and  Pigeon  river  on  the  other — containing 
four  millions  of  acres.  It  is  said  to  be  sterile;  but 
cannot  well  be  more  so  than  that  acquired  by  Great 
Britain,  lying  west  of  the  boundary  awarded  by  the 
King  of  Holland.  In  addition,  all  the  islands  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes,  which  were 
divided  in  running  out  the  division  line  under  pre- 
vious treaties,  are  acquired  by  us  under  this;  and 
all  the  channels  and  passages  are  opened  to  the 
common  uses  of  our  citizens  and  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain. 

Such  are  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  in  refer- 
ence to  this  long  line  of  boundary.  Our  gain— re- 
garded in  the  most  contracted  point  of  view,  as 
mere  equivalents  for  the  sum  assumed  to  be  paid 
by  us  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts  for  their  a.ssent 
to  the  treaty — is  vastly  greater  than  what  we  have 
contracted  to  pay.  Taking  the  whol^  boundary 
question  together,  and  summing  up  the  loss  and 
gain  of  the  whole,  including  what  affects  Maine 
and  Massachusetts;  and  be  could  not  doubt  that, 
regarded  merely  as  set  offs,  our  gain  greatly  ex- 
ceeded our  lo&s— vastly  so,  compared  to  what  it 
would  have  been  under  the  award  of  the  King  of 
Hollantl,  including  the  etjuivalent  which  our  Gov- 
ernment  was  willing  to  allow  Maine  for  her  assent. 
But  it  would  be,  indeed,  to  take  a  very  contracted 
view  to  regard  it  in  that  light.  It  would  be  to 
overlook  the  va.st  importance  of  permanently  es- 
tablishing, between  two  such  powers,  a  line  of 
boundary  of  several  thousand  miles,  abounding:  in 
disputed  points  of  much  difficulty  and  long  standing. 
The  treaty,  he  trusted,  would  do  much  to  lay  the 
fdundation  of  a  solid  peace  between  the  countries 
— a  ihlngso  much  to  be  desired. 

It  is  certainly  much  to  be  regretted,  after  settling 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  boundary,  that  the  part 
beyond  the  Rocky  mountains  should  remain  unad- 
justed. Its  seltleraent  would  have  contributed 
much  to  strengthen  the  foundation  of  a  durable 
peace.  But  would  it  be  wise  to  reject  the  treaty,  be- 
cause all  has  not  been  done  that  could  be  desiredl 
He  placed  a  high  value  on  our  territory  on  the 
west  of  those  mountains,  and  held  our  title  to  it  to 
be  clear;  but  he  would  regard  it  as  an  act  of  con 
summate  folly,  to  stake  our  claim  on  a  trial  of 
strength  at  this  lime.  The  territory  is  now  held 
by  joint  occupancy,  under  the  treaty  i>f  Ghent; 
which  either  party  may  terminate  by  giving  to  the 
other  six  monihs'' notice.  If  we  were  to  attempt  to 
assert  our  exclusive  right  of  occupancy  at  present, 
the  certain  loss  of  the  territory  must  be  the  result; 
for  Ihe  plain  reason,  that  Great  Britain  could  con- 
centrate there  a  much  larger  force,  naval  and  mili- 
tary, in  a  much  shorter  time,  and  at  far  !ess  expense, 
than  we  could.  That  will  not  be  denied;  but  it 
will  not  always  be  the  case.llOur  population  is 


steadily — he  might  say  rapidly^-advancing  across 
the  continent,  to  the  borders  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 
Judging  from  past  experience,  the  tide  of  popu- 
lation will  sweep  across  the  Rocky  mountains, 
with  resistless  force,  at  no  distant  period;  when 
what  we  claim  will  quietly  fall  into  our  hands, 
without  expense  or  bloodshed.  Time  is  acting  for 
us.  Wait  patiently,  and  all  we  claim  will  be 
ours;  but  if  we  attempt  to  seize  it  by  force,  it  will 
be  sure  lo  elude  our  grasp.  // 

Havingnow  staled  his  reasons  for  voting  to  ratify 
the  articles  in  the  treaty  relating  to  the  boundary, 
he  would  next  proceed  to  assign  those  that  would 
govern  his  vote  on  the  two  relating  to  the  African 
slave-trade.  Aud  here  he  would  premise,  that  there 
are  several  circumstances,  which  caused  no  small 
repugnance  on  his  part  to  any  stipulations  whatever 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  those  articles; 
and  he  would  add,  that  he  would  have  been  grati- 
fied if  they,  and  all  other  stipulations  on  the  subject, 
could  have  been  entirely  omitted;  but  he  must,  at 
the  same  time,  say  he  did  not  see  how  it  was  possi- 
ble to  avoid  entering  into  some  arrangement  on  the 
subject.  To  understand  the  difficulty,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  advert  to  the  course  heretofore  taken 
by  our  Government  in  reference  to  the  subjiect,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  negotiations 
that  resulted  in  this  treaty  commenced. 

Congress  at  an  early  day-^as  soon,  in  fact,  as  it 
could  legislate  on  the  subject  under  the  Constitu- 
tion—passed laws  enactini  severe  penalties  against 
the  African  slave-txade.    That  was  followed  by  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  which  declared  it  to  be  irreconcila- 
ble with  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  and 
stipulated   that  both   of  ihe  parties— the   United 
States  and  Great  Britain— should  use  their  best 
endeavors   to   effect   its   abolition.    Shortly  afteri 
an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  declaring  it  to 
be    piracy;    and   a   resolution    was    adopted   by 
Congress,  requesting  the  President  to  enter  into 
arrangements  wiihoiner  powers  for  its  suppression. 
Great  Britair\,actuaicd  by  the  same  feelings,  succeed- 
ed in  making  treaties  with  the  European  maritime 
powers  for  its  suppression;  and,  not  long  before  the 
commencement  or  this  negotiation,  had  entered  into 
joint  stipulations  with  the  five  great  powers  to  back 
her  on  the  question  of  search.  She  had  thus  acquired 
a  general  supervision  of  the  trade  along  the  Afri- 
can coast;  so  that  vessels  carrying  the  ffag  of  every 
other  country,  except  ours,  were  subject  on  that 
coast  to  the  inspection  of  her  cruisers,  and  to  be 
captured,  if  suspected  of  being   engaged  in  the 
slave-trade.    In  conseauence,  ours  became  almost 
the  only  flag  used  by  tkose  engaged  in  the  trade, 
whether  our  own  peo])le  or  foreigners;  although  our 
laws  inhibited  the  traffic  under  the  severest  penal- 
lies.    In  this  state  of  things.  Great  Britain  put  for- 
ward the  claim  of  the  right  of  search  as  indispen- 
sable to  suppress  a  tra(de  prohibited  by  the  laws  of 
the    civilized    world,    and    to   the   execution   of 
the  laws  and   treaties  of  the   nations  associated 
with  her  by  mutual  engagements  for  its  suppres- 
sion.   At  this  stage,  a  correspondence  took  place 
between  our  late  minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James 
and  Lord  Palmerston  on  the  subject,  in  which  the 
latter  openly  and  boldly  claimed  the  right  of  search, 
and  which  was  promptly  and  decidedly  repelled  on 
our  side.     "We  had  long  since  taken    our  stand 
against  it,  and  had  resisted  its  abuse,  as  a  belliger- 
ent right,  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon.    Neither 
honor  nor  policy  on   our  part  could  tolerate  its 
exercise  in  lime  of  peace,  in  any  form — whether  in 
that  of  search,  as  claimed  by  Lord  Palmerston;  or 
the  less  offensive  and  unreasonable  one  of  visitation, 
as  proposed  by  his  successor,  Lord  Abefrdecn.  And 
yet  we  were  placed  in  such  circumstances  as  to  re- 
quire that  something  should  be  done.  It  was  in  such 
a  stale  of  things  that  the  negotiation  cgmmenced — 
and  commenced,  in  part,  in  reference  lo  this  sub- 
ject, which  was  tending  rapidly  to  bring  the  two 
countries  into  collision.    On    our  side,  we  were 
deeply  committed  against  the  traffic,  both  by  legis- 
lation and  treaty.    The  influence  and  the  efforts  of 
the  civilized  world  were  directed  against  it— «nd 
that,  too,  under  our  lead  at  the  commencement;  and 
with  such  success  as  to  compel  vessels  engaged  in 
it  to  take  shelter,   almost  exclusively,  under  the 
fraudulent  use  of  our  flag.    To  permit  such  a  state 
of  things  to  conilnue,  could  not  but  deeply  impeach 
our  honor,  and  turn  the  sympathy  of  the  world 
against  us.    On  the  other  side.  Groat  Britain  had 
acquired,  by  treaties,  the  right  of  supervision,  in- 
cluding ihat  of  search  and  capturing,  over  the  trade 
on  ihe'coast  of  Africa,  with  ihe  view  to  its  sup- 
pression, from  all  the  maritime  powers  except  ou^ 
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selves.  Thus  situated,  he  mast  say  that  he  saw 
no  alternative  for  us  but  the  one  adopted — to  take 
the  supervision  of  our  own  trade  on  tnat  coast  into 
our  own  hands,  and  to  prevent,  by  our  own  cruisers, 
the  fraudulent  use  of  our  flag.  The  only  question, 
in  the  actual  slate  of  things,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
was,  whether  it  should  be  aone  by  a  formal  or  in- 
formal arrangemenil  Ue  would  have  preferred 
the  latter;  but  the  difference  between  them  was  not, 
in  his  opinion,  such  lis  Would  justify,  on  that  ac- 
count, the  rejection  of  \hc  treaty.  T*hey  would,  in 
substance,  be  the  same,  and  have  differed  but  little, 
probably,  in  the  expense  of  execution.  Either  was 
better  than  the  other  alternatives — to  do  nothing;  to 
leave  things  in  the  dangerous  state  they  stood;  or  to 
yield  to  the  right  of  search  or  visitation. 

It  is  objected  that  the  arrangement  entered  into 
is  virtually  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of 
search.  He  did  not  so  regard  it.  On  the  contrary, 
he  considered  it,  under  all  the  circumstances,  as  a 
surrender  of  that  claim  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain;  a  conclusion,  which  a  review  of  the 
whole  transaction,  in  his  opinion,  would  justify. 
Lord  Palmerston,  in  the  first  place,  claimed 
the  unqualified  right  of  search,  in  which  it  is 
understood  he  was  backed  by  the  five  great  pow- 
ers. Lord  Aberdeen,  with  more  wisdom  and 
moderation,  explained  it  to  mean  the  ri^ht  of 
visitation  simply;  and,  finally,  the  ne^iation  is 
closed  without  reference  to  either,  simply  with 
a  stipulation  between  the  j[>arties  to  keep  up  for 
five  ye^trs  a  squadron  of  not  less  than  eighty 
guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  enforce  separately 
and  respectively  the  laws  and  obligations  of  each 
of  the  countries  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade.  It  is  carefully  worded,  to  make  it  mutual, 
but  at  the  same  time  separate  and  independent; 
each  looking  to  the  execution  of  its  own  laws  and 
obligations,  and  carefully  excluding  the  super- 
vision of  either  over  the  over,  and  thereby  directly 
rebutting  the  object  of  search  or  visitation. 

.The  other  article,  in  reference  to  the  same  subject, 
stipulates  that  the  parties  will  unite  in  all  becoming 
representation  andf  remonstrance,  with  any  powers 
within  whose  dominions  markets  are  permitted 
for  -  imported  African  slaves.  If  he  were  to 
perinic  his  feelings  to  govern  him  exclusively' 
ne  would  object  to  this  more  strongly  than 
any  other  provision  in  the  treaty; — not  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  object  or  the  policy  of  closing  the 
market  to  imported  negroes;  on  the  contrary,  he 
thought  it  both  right  and  expedient  in  every  view. 
Brazil  and  the  Spanish  colonies  were  the  only 
markets,  he  believed,  still  remaining  open,  and 
to  which  this  provision  would  apply.  Tney  were 
already  abundantly  supplied  with  slaves,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  sound  policy  on  their  part  re- 
Quired  that  their  markets  shoula  be  finally  and  ef- 
rectually  closed.  He  would  go  farther,  and  say, 
that  it  was  our  interest  they  should  be.  It  would 
free  us  from  the  necessity  of  keeping  cruisers  on 
the  African  coast,  to  prevent  the  illegal  and  fVaudn- 
lent  use  of  our  flag,  or  for  any  other  purpose  but 
to  protect  our  commerce  in  that  quarter — ^a  thing  of 
Itself  much  to  be  desired.  We  would  have  a  still 
stronger  interest,  if  we  were  governed  by  selfish 
considerations.  We  are  rivals  in  the  production  of 
several  articles,  and  more  especially  the  greatest 
of  all  the  agricultural  staples— cotton.  Pfext  to 
our  own  country,  Brazil  possesses  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages for  its  production,  and  is  already  a  large 
grower  of  the  article;  towards  the  production  of 
which,  the  continuance  of  the  market  for  im- 
ported slaves  from  Africa  would  contribute  much. 
But  he  would  not  permit  such  considerations  to  in- 
fluence him  in  voting  on  the  treaty.  He  had  no 
objection  to  see  Brazil  develop  her' resources  to  the 
full;  but  he  did  believe  that  higher  considerations, 
connected  with  her  safety,  and  that  of  the  Spanish 
colunies,  made  it  their  interest  that  their  market 
should  be  closed  against  the  traflic. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  why^  with  these  impres- 
sions, should  he  have  any  objection  to  this  provi- 
sion  of  the  treatyl  It  was,  because  he  was  averse 
lo  interfering  with  other  powers,  when  it  could  be 
avoided.  It  extends  even  to  cases  like  the  present, 
where  there  was  a  common  interest  in  reference  to 
the  subject  of  advice  or  remonstrance;  but  it  would 
be  carrying  his  aversion  to  fastidiousness,  were  he 
ID  permit  it  to  overrule  his  vote  in  the  adjustment 
of  questions  of  such  magnitude  as  are  involved 
on  the  present  occasion. 

But  ihe  treaty  is  opposed,  not  only  for  what  it 
contains,  but  also  for  what  it  does  not;  and,  among 
uther  objections  of  the  kind,  because  it  has  no  pro- 


vision  in  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Creole,  and 
other  similar  ones.  He  admitted  that  it  is  an  ob- 
jection; and  that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  treaty 
should  have  guarded,  by  specific  and  efficient  pro- 
visions, against  the  recurrence  of  such  outrages  on 
the  rights  of  our  citizens,  and  indignity  to  our  hon- 
or and  independence.  If  any  one  has  a  right  to 
speak  warmly  on  this  subject,  he  was  the  individual; 
but  he  could  not  forget  that  the  question  for  us  to 
decide  is,  Shall  we  ratify  or  reject  the  treatyl  It  is 
not  whether  all  has  been  done  which  it  was  desira- 
ble should  be  done,  but  whether  we  shall  confirm 
or  reject  what  has  actually  been  done;  not  whether 
we  have  gained  all  we  could  desire,  but  whether 
we  shall  retain  what  we  have  gained.  To  decide 
that  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  is  our  duty  to  weigh,  calmly 
and  fairly,  the  reasons  for  and  against  the  ratifica- 
tion, and  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  side  which  pre- 
ponderates. 

It  does  not  follow  that  nothing  has  been  done  in 
relation  to  the  cases  under  consideration,  because 
the  treaty  contains  no  provisions  in  reference  to 
them.  The  fact  is  otherwise.  Much,  very  much, 
has  been  done;— in  his  opinion,  little  snort,  in  its  ef- 
fect, of  a  positive  stipulation  by  the  treaty  to  guard 
against  the  recurrence  of  such  cases  hereafter.  To 
understand  how  much  has  been  done,  and  what  has 
been  gained  by  us,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  correct 
conception  of  the  state  of  the  case  in  reference  to 
them,  Defore  the  negotiation  commenced,  and  since 
it  terminated. 

These  cases  are  not>of  recent  origin.  The  first 
of  the  kind  was  that  of  the  brig  Comet,  which  was 
stranded  on  the  false  keys  of  the  Bahamas,  as  far 
back  as  1830,  with  slaves  on  board.  She  was  taken 
into  Nassau,  New  Providence,  by  the  wreckers,  and 
the  slaves  liberated  by  the  colonial  authorities. 
The  next  was  the  Encomium,  which  occurred  in 
1834,  and  which,  in  all  the  material  circumstances, 
was  every  way  similar  to  that  of  the  Comet  The 
case  of  the  Enterprise  followed.  It  took  -place  in 
18^,  and  differed  in  no  material  circumstance 
from  the  others,  as  was  acknowledged  by  the  Brit- 
ish Gk)vemment,  except  that  it  occurred  aAer  the 
act  of  Parliament  abolishing  slavery  in  the  colo- 
nies had  gone  into  operation,  and  tlie  others  prior 
to  that  period. 

After  a  long  correspondence  of  nearly  ten  years, 
the  British  Government  agreed  to  pay  for  the  slaves 
on  board  of  the  two  first,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  liberated  before  the  act  abolishing  slavery 
had  gone  into  operation;  but  refused  to  pay  for 
those  belonging  to  the  Enterprise,  because  they 
were  liberated  after  it  had.    To  justify  this  dis- 
tinction,   Lord    Palmerston    had   to   assume   the 
ground,  virtually,  that  the   law   ot  nations  was 
opposed   to  slavery — an   assumption  that  placed 
the  property  of  a  third  of  the  Union  without  the  pale 
of  its  protection.    On  that  ground,  he  peremptorily 
refused  compi'nsation  for  the  slaves  on  board  the 
Enterprise.    Our  Executive,  under  this  refusal,  ac» 
cepiea  the  compensation  for  those  on  board  the 
Comet  and  Encomium,  and  closed  the  correspond- 
ence,  without  even  bringing  the   subject  before 
Congress.     With  such  perfect  indifference  was 
the  whole  affair  treated,  that,  during   the   long 
period  the   negotiation  was  pending,  the   subject 
was  never  once   mentioned,  as  far  as  he  recol- 
lected, in  any  Executive   raessaee;    while   those 
of  far  less  magnitude — the  debt  of  a  few  millions 
due  from  France,  and  this  very  boundary  ques- 
tion— were  constantly   brought   before  Congress, 
and  had  nearly  involved  the  country  in  war  with  two 
of  the  leading  powers  of  Europe.    Those  who  are 
now  so  shocked  that  tho  boundary  question  should 
be  settled,  without  a  settlement  also  of  this,  stood 
by  in  silence,  year  after  year,  during  this  long  pe- 
riod, not  only  without  attempting  to  unite  the  set- 
tlement of  this  with  that  of  the  boundary,  but  with- 
out ever  once  naming  or  alluding  to  it  as  an  item 
in  the  list  of  the  dispute  between  the  two  powers. 
It  was  regarded  as  beneath  notice.    He  rejoiced  lo 
witness  the  great  change  that  has  taken  place  in 
relation  to  it;  and  to  find  that  those  who  were  then 
silent  and  indifferent,  now  exhibit  so  much  zeal  and 
vehemence  about  it.    He  took  credit  to  himself  for 
having  contributed  to  bring  this  change  about.    It 
was  he  who  revived  our  claim  when  it  lay  dead 
and  buried  among  the  archives  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment— who  called   for  the  correspondence— who 
moved  resolutions  affirming  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations  in  reference  to  these  cases,  and  re- 
pelling the  presumptuous  and  insulting  assumption 
on  which  it  was  denied  by  the  British  negotiator. 
I  Such  was  the  force  'oi  truth,  and  sq  solid  the  foaa- 


dation  on  which  he  rested  our  claim,  that  his  reso- 
lutions received  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  body, 
but  he  received  no  support— no,  not  a  cheering, 
word — from  the  quarter  which  now  professes  so* 
much  zeal  on  the  subject.    His  utmost  hope  at  the 
time  was  to  keep  alive  our  right,  till  some  propi- 
tious  moment  should  arrive  to  assert  itsnceessfulij. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  case  of  the  Creole  occurred, 
which,  as  shocking  and  outrageous  as  it  iSj^ras  Wt 
the  le«:itimate  consequence  of  ihe  principle  main- 
tained by  Lord  Palmerston,  and  on  which  he  closed 
the  correspondence  in  the  case  of  the  Enterprise. 
Such  was  the  state  of  the  facts  when  the  negotia- 
tion commenced  in  reference  to  these  cases;  and  it 
remains  now  to  be  shown  in  what  state  it  has  left 
them.    In  the  first  place,  the  broad  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations,  on  which  he  placed  onr  right  in  his 
resolutions,  have  been  clearly  stated  andconcloslvely 
vindicated  in  the  very  able  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  which  has  strengthened  our  canse  not  a 
little,  as  well  from  its  intrinsic  merit  as  the  qnarter 
from  which  it  comes.    In  t!«e  next  place,  we  have 
an  explicit  recognition  of  the  principles  for  which 
we  contend,  in  the  aaswer  of  Lord  A^hhnrton,  who 
expressly  says  that,  "on  the  great  general  princi- 
ples affecting  this  case,"  f  the  Creole,)  "they  do  not 
differ,"   and   that  is   followed  by  "an  ettgag^ 
ment  that  instructions  shall  be  ^ven  to  the  Gor« 
ernors  of  her   Majesty's   colonies  on  the  sooth- 
em  borders  of  the  United  State;,  to  execute  their 
own  laws  with  careful  attention  to  the  wishes  of 
their  Government  to  maintain  good  neighborhood; 
and  that  there  shall  be  no  officious  interference 
with  American  vessels  driven  by  accident  or  vio. 
lence  into  their  ports.    The  laws  and  duties  of  hos- 
pitality shall  be  executed."    This  pledge  was  ac« 
cepted  by  our  Executive,  accompanied  by  theexpress 
declaration  of  the  President,  through  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  he  places  his  reliance  on  those  prin- 
ciples  of  public  law  which  had  been  stated  in  the 
note  of  the  Secretary  i>f  State.    To  all  this  it  may 
be  added,  that  strong  assurances  are  given,  by  the 
British  negotiator,  of  his  belief  that  a  final  a^^ang^ 
ment  may  be  made  of  the  subject  by  positive  siipa- 
lations  in  London.    Such  is  the  state  in  which  the 
negotiation  has  left  the  subject. 

Here,  again,  he  would  repeat,  that  such  stipula- 
tions in  the  treaty  itself  woald  have  been  prefera- 
ble.   But  who  can  deny,  when  he  compares  the 
state  of  the  facts,  as  they  stood  before  and  sioce  the 
close  of  this  negotiation,  that  we  have  gained- 
largely  gained — in  reference  to  this  important  snb- 
jectl    Is  there  no  difference,  he  would  ask,  between 
a  stern  and  peremptory  denial  of  oar  right,  on 
the  broad  ana  insulting  |:round  assumed  by  Lord 
Palmerston,  and  its  explicit  recognition  by  Lord 
A^hburtonl— none  in  the  pled^^e  that  instructions 
should  be  given  to  guard  against  the  recorrence 
of  such  cases;  loa  positive  denial  that  we  had  suf- 
fered  wrong  or   insult,    and    had  an^  right  to 
complainl — ^none   between   a  final  closing  of  all 
negotiation,   and  a  strong    assurance  of  a  final 
adjustment    of   the    subject    by  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement by  treaty?    And  would  it  be  wise  ot 
pruuent  on  our  part  to  reject  what  has  been  gained, 
because  all  has  not  beeni    As  to  himself,  be  most 
say,  that,  at  the  time  he  moved  his  resolutions,  he 
little  hoped,  in  the  short  space  of  two  years,  to  ob- 
tain what  has  already  been  gained;  and  that  he  re- 
^rded  the  prospect  of  a  final  and  satisfactory  ad- 
justment, at  no  distant  day,  of  this  sabjeet,  so  vital 
in  its  principles  to  his  constituents  and  the  whole 
South,  as  far  more  probable  than  he  then  did  this 
explicit  recognition  of  the  principles  for  which 
he  contended.    In  the  mean  time,  he  felt  assured 
the  engagement  given  by  the  British  negotiator 
would  be  fulfilled  in  good  ftiith;  and  that  the  hazard 
of  collision  between  the  countries,  and  the  dis- 
turtence  of  their  peace  and  friendship,  has  pa«d 
away,  as  far  as  it  depends  on  this  daogerons  sub- 
ject.    But  if  in  this  he  Should  unforionatcly  be 
mistaken,  we  should  stand  on  much  more  solid 
ground  in  defence  of  our  rights,  in  consequence 
of  what  has  been  gained;  as  there  would  then  be 
superadded  broken  faith  to  the  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations. 

Having  now  said  what  he  intended  on  the  more 
important  points,  he  would  pass  over,  without 
dwelling  on  the  provision  ol  the  treaty  for  de- 
livering up  to  justice  persons  charged  with  cer- 
tain crimes;  the  affair  of  the  Caroline;  and  the 
correspondence  in  reference  to  Impressment.  The 
first  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  contained  in 
Jay's  treaty  on  the  same  subject.  On  the  next,  be 
had  Qothing  to  add  to  what  has  already  been 


AqgB8t»  I  fl4g. 


APt^m^tt  to  fttl:  CONQftfififitOttAL  OLOBK 


£7x8  Coir6*««*3D  S^ss. 


The  BntUh  TiecUy—Mr.  WiUiams. 


-^—"-"   •     mi  I  ( 


r>2 


Senate. 


:        said.     As  to  the  last,  he  did  Dot  doabt  that  the 

strong  ground  taken  in  the  correspondence  against 

the  impressment  of  seamen  on  board  of  our  mer- 

I        chant  vessels,  in  time  of  war,  would  have  a  good 

11^^ effect.    It  will  Contribute  to  convince  Great  Brit- 

^^ain  that   the  practice  cannot  be  renewed,  in  the 

^^■event  of  another  European  war,  without  a  certain 

^^^and  immediate  conflict  between  the  two  countries. 

^^      I  (said  Mr.  Calhoun  )  have  now  stated  ray  opin  ion 

fully  and  impartially  on  thetreaty,  with  tbeconnecied 

subjecte.    On  reviewin|:'«he  whole,  and  weighing 

the  reasons  for  and  agamst  its  ratification,  I  cannot 

doubt  that  the  former  greatly  preponderate.    If  we 

have  not  gained  all  that  could  be  desired,  we  have 

gained  much  that  is  desirable;  and.  if  all  has  not 
een  settled,  much  has  been — and  that,  not  of  little 
importance.  It  is  not  of  little  importance  to  have 
.  the  Northeastern  boundary  settled — and  that,  too, 
with  the  consent  of  the  States  immediately  inter- 
ested: a  subject  which  has  been  in  dispute  almost 
from  the  origin  of  the  Qovemment,  and  which 
had  become  more  and  more  entangled,  and  adverse 
to  our  claim,  on  every  attempt  heretofore  made  to 
settle  it.  Nor  is  it  of  little  importance  to  have  the 
whole  line  of  boundary  between  us  and  the  British 
dominions,  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to 
the  Rocky  mountains,  settled — a  line  of  more  than 
three  thousand  miles,  with  mairy  disputed  points  of 
long  standing,  the  settlement  of  which  had  baffled 
all  previous  attempts.  Nor  is  it  of  little  import- 
ance to  have  adjusted  the  embarrassments  relating 
to  the  African  slave-trade,  by  adonting  the  least  ob- 
jectionable of  the  alternatives.  Nor  to  have  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations  for  which  we  con- 
tended, in  reference  to  the  Creole  and  other  cases  of 
the  kind,  recognised  by  Qreat  Britain;  nor  to  have 
a  solemn  pledge  against  their  recurrence,  with  a 
reasonable  assurance  of  satisfactory  stipulations  by 
treaty.  Nor  is  it  of  little  importance  to  have,  by 
the  settlement  of  these  inveterate  and  difficult  ques- 
tions, the  relation  of  the  two  countries  settled 
down  in  amity  and  peace—permanent  amity  and 

Seace,  as  it  mav  be  hoped — in  the  place  of  that 
oubtful,  unsettled  condition,  between  peace  and  war. 
which  has  for  so  many  years  characterized  it,  ana 
which  is  so  hostile  to  the  interest  and  prosperity  of 
both  countries. 

Peace  (said  Mr.  C.)  is  the  first  of  our  wants, 
in  the  present  condition  of  our  country.  We 
wanted  peace,  to  reform  our  own  Gtoyemment, 
and  to  relieve  the  country  from  its  great  embarrass- 
ments. Our  Government  is  deeply  disordered;  its 
credit  is  impaired;  its  debt  increasinsn  its  expend- 
itures extravagant  and  wasteful;  its  d  isbursemeots 
without  efficient  accountability;  and  its  taxes  (for 
duties  are  but  taxes)  enormous^  unequal,  and  op- 
pressive to  the  great  producing  classes  of  the 
country.  Peace,  settled  and  undisturbed,  is  indis- 
penfable  to  a  thorough  reform,  and  such  a  re- 
form to  the  duration  of  the  Government.  But,  so 
long  as  the  relation  between  the  two  countries  con- 
tinues iu  a  state  of  doubt  between  peace  and  war, 
all  attempts  at  such  reform  will  prove  abortive. 
The  first  step  in  any  such,  to  be  successful,  must 
be  to  reduce  (he  expenditures  to  the  legitimate  and 
economical  wants  of  the  Government.  Without 
that,  there  can  be  nothing  worthy  of  the  name;  but 
in  an  unsettled  state  of  the  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, all  attempts  at  reduction  will  be  baffled  by 
the  cry  of  war,  accompanied  by  insinuations 
against  the  patriotism  or  those  who  may  be  so 
hardy  as  to  make  them.  Should  the  treaty  be 
ratified,  an  end  will  be  put  to  that,  and  no  excuse 
or  pretext  be  left  to  delay  the  great  and  indispensa- 
ble work  of  reform.  This  may  not  be  desirable  to 
those  who  see,  or  fancy  they  see,  benefits  in  high 
daties  and  wasteful  expenditures;  but,  by  the  great 
producing  and  tax-paying  portions  of  the  commu- 
nity, it  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  of 
Uessings.  These  are  not  the  only  reasons  for  want- 
ing peace.  We  want  it,  to  enable  the  people  and 
tbe  States  to  extricate  themselves  from  their  em- 
barrassments. They  are  both  borne  down  by  heav^ 
debts,  contracted  in  a  period  of  fallacious  prosperi- 
ty, from  which  there  is  no  other  honest  ana  hpnora- 
ble  extrication  but  the  payment  of  what  is  due.  To 
enable  both  Slates  and  individuals  to  pay  their 
de\)ts,  they  must  be  left  In  full  possession  of  all  their 
means,  with  as  little  exactioas  or  restrictions  on 
their  industry  'as  possible  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. To  this,  a  settled  slate  of  peace,  and  an 
open  and  free  commerce,  are  indispensable.  With 
these,  and  the  increasing  habits  oi  economy  and  in- 
dustry now  everywhere  pervading  the  country,  the 
period  of  embarrassment  will  soon  pass  away,  to 


be  succeeded  by  one  of  permanent  and  healthy 
prosperity. 

Peace  is,  indeed,  our  policy.  A  kind  Provi- 
dence has  cast  our  lot  on  a  portion  of  the  globe 
sufficiently  vast  to  satisfy  the  most  gracing  ambi- 
tion, and  abounding  in  resources  beyona  all  others, 
which  only  require  to  be  fully  developed  to  make 
us  the  greatest  and  most  prosperous  people  on  earth.i 
To  the  AiU  development  of  the  vast  resources  of 
our  country,  we  nave  political  institutions  most 
happily  constituted.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
imagine  a  system  more  so  than  our  Federal  Re- 
public—a system  of  Slate  and  General  Govern- 
ments, so  blended  as  to  constitute  one  sublime  whole; 
the  latter  having  charge  of  the  interests  common  to 
all,  and  the  former  those  local  and  peculiar  to  each 
State.  With  a  system  so  happily  constituted,  let  a 
durable  and  firm  peace  be  established,  and  this 
Government  be  confined  rigidly  to  the  few  great 
objects  for  which  it  was  instituted;  leaving  the  States 
to  contend  in  generous  rivalry,  to  develop,  by  the 
arts  of  peace,  their  respective  resources,  and  a 
scene  of^  prosperity  and  happiness  would  follow, 
heretofore  unequalled  on  the  globe.  I  trust  (said 
Mr.  C.)  that  this  treaty  may  prove  the  first  step  to- 
wards such  a  peace.  Once  established  with  Great 
Britain,  it  would  not  be  difficult,  with  moderation 
an;i  prudence,  to  establish  permanent  peace  with 
the  rest  of  the  world,  when  our  most  sanguine  hopes 
of  prosperity  may  be  realized. 


BRITISH  TREATY. 

8BCRXT  SESSION. 

REMARKS  OPliR.  WILLIAMS, 

OF  MAINE. 

U  Senale,  August  19, 1842.— On  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  PRBflDENT :  I  can  truly  say  that  *'this  is  not 
the  entertainment  to  which  my  State  was  invited." 
Soon  after  the  arrival  in  this  country  of  the  special 
minister  from  England,  the  Governor  of  Maine  was 
notified  of  that  fact,  and  informed  that  this  minis' 
ter  was  charged  with  full  powers  from  his  saver eif^ 
to  negoliaU  and  seUU  the  different  mailers  in  £s- 
cussion  between  the  two  Governments;  and  had  of- 
ficially announced  to  this  Government  that,  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary  question,  he  had  auUumty  to 
treat  for  a  conventiondl  line^  or  line  by  agreement^ 
on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such  mutual 
considerations  and  equivalents,  as  might  be  thought 
just  and  equitable:  that  he  was-  ready  to  enter  upon 
a  negotiation  for  such  conventional  line,  as  soon  as 
this  Government  should  say  it  was  authorized  and 
ready,  on  its  part,  to  commence  such  negotiation. 
And  a  strong  appeal  was  made  by  this  Government 
to  the  Governor  of  Maine  to  convene  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  order  that  authority  might  be  communica- 
ted to  this  Government  to  settle  the  controversy,  by 
agreeing'^4ipon  a  new  line  of  boundary.  It  was 
known  that  Maine  had  heretofore  declined  to  give 
her  assent  to  a  conventional  line,  and  insisted  upon 
a))e  line  as  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783;  and,  to 
induce  her  to  yield  her  assent,  it  was  announced,  in 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  the  Governor 
of  Maine,  that  the  President  felt  it  to  be  his  duty, 
unless  some  new  course  should  be  proposed,  to 
cause  the  negotiation  (for  another  arbitration)  to  be 
resumed,  ana  pressed  to  Us  conclusion. 

The  Governor  of  Maine  did  not  hesitate,  upon 
such  an  invitation,  and  upon  such  announcements, 
to  convene  the  Legislature,  in  a  busy  season  of  the 
year,  and  at  ^reat  expanse  to  the  State;  and  to  sub- 
mit to  its  sArious  consideration  the  communication 
made  to  him  frgm  this  Government 

That  Legislature — "declaring  its  solemn  convic- 
tion that  the  boundary  of  Maine,  on  its  nbfthem 
and  northeastern  frontiers,  as  designated  in  the 
treaty  of  17^,  can  be  laid  down  and  fixed  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  that  treaty;  and  that  such 
line  embraces  all  the  territory  over  which 
Maine  claims  property,  sovereignly,  and  juris- 
diction; and  that  the  Executive  and  Congress 
of  the  United  States  had  recognised  the  va- 
lidity of  that  claim,  in  its  full  extent"— was  yet 
willing  to  regard  the  lecomroendaiion  and  request 
of  the  President  with  all  the  respect  due  to  the 
high  source  from  which  they  came;  and  to  look 
caret ully  at  the  suggestions  made  by  him,  as  the 
head  of  the  Government  of  the  Union,  upon  a 
subject  so  inieresting  to  Maine,  as  well  as  to  her 
sister  States  of  the  Confederacy.    Thus,  looking 


at  the  communication  from  this  Government  to 
the  Governor  of  Maine,  it  was  seen  that,  "without 
the  concurrence  of  tlie  two  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Maine,  (whose  rights  are  more  immediately 
concerned— both  havinpf  an  intereM  in  the  soil,  and 
one  of  them  in  the  jurisdiction  and  government,) 
the  duty  of  the  General  GovemmenUwill  be  to 
adopt  no  new  course:  but,  in  compliant  wjth 
treaty  stipulations,  ana  in/urtberance  oCwhat  has 
already  been  done,  to  hasten  tbe  pending  negotia- 
tions as  fast  as  possible;"  that  ''the  President  thinks 
it  a  highly  desirable  object  to  prevent  the  delays 
necessarily  incident  to  any  settlement  of  tne 
question  by  these  means,"  (negotiation  and  ac- 
bitration;)  that  "it  had  been  round  that  the  ex- 
ploration and  examination  of  the  several  lines 
constitute  a  work  of  three  years;"  that  "the  ex- 
isting commission  for  makine  such  explora- 
tion, under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  has 
been  occupied  two  surMners;  and  a  very  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  work  remains  to  be  done;"  that 
"if  a  joint  commission  should  be  appointed,  and  go 
through  the  same  work,  and  the  commissioners 
should  disagree,  (as  is  very  possible,)  and  an  arbitra- 
tion on  that  account  become  indispensable,  the  ar- 
bitrators might  find  it  necessary  to  make  an  explo- 
ration and  survey  themselves,  or  cause  the  same  to 
be  done  by  others  of  their  own  appointment;"  that 
"if  to  these  causes,  operating  to  postpone  the  final 
decision,  be  added  the  time  necessary  to  appoint 
arbitrators,  and  for  their  preparation  to  leave  Eu- 
rope for  the  service,  and  tne  various  retarding  io- 
ciaents  always  attending  such  operations,  seven  or 
eight  years  constitute,  perhaps,  the  shortest  period 
within  which  we  can  look  for  a  final  result;"  that, 
"in  the  mean  time,  great  expenses  have  been  incur* 
red^  and  further  expenses  cannot  be  avoided;"  that 
"it  IS  well  known  that  the  controversy  has  brought 
heavy  charges  upon  Maine  herself,  to  the  remuneraA 
tion  or  proper  selUemenl  of  which  she  cannot  be  ex- 
pected  to  be  indifferent;**  that  "the  exploration  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  already 
cost  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  the  charge 
of  another  summer's  work  is  in  prospect;"  that 
"these  facts  may  be  sufficient  to  form  a  probable 
estimate  of  the  whole  expense  likely  to  be  incurred 
before  the  controversy  can  be  settled  by  arbitration;  i 
and  our  experience  admonishes  us  that  another  ar*  / 
bitration  might  fail;**  that  "the  opinion  of  this  Gov-  . 
emment  upon  tne  justice  and  validity  of  the  Ameri-  • 
can  claim  nas  been  expressed  so  many,  times,  that  a 
repetition  of  that  opinion  is  not  necessary:"  that  "the 
suDJect  is  a  subject  in  dispute;"  that  "the  Government 
has  agreed  to  m^ke  it  a  subject  of  reference 
and  arbitration;  and  it  roust  fulfil  that  agreement, 
unless  another  mode  for  settling  the  controversy 
should  be  resorted  to,  with  a  hope  of  speedier  de- 
cision;" that  "the  President  proposes  that  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  should  sev- 
erally appoint  commissioners  empowered  to  confer 
with  the  authorities  of  this  Government  upon  a  con- 
ventional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  with  its  terms, 
considerations,  and  equivalents,  with  an  under- 
standing that  no  such  line  be  agreed  upon  without 
the  assent  of  such  commissioners:"  that  "this  mode 
of  proceeding,  or  some  other  which  shall  express 
assent  beforehand^  seems  indispensable,  if  any  ne- 
gotiation for  a  conventional  line  is  to  be  had;  since, 
if  happily  a  treaty  should  be  the  result  of  a  nego- 
tiation, it  can  only  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  for  ratification,"  and  that  "these  con- 
siderations, in  addition  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  a  firm  conviction  in  the  mind  of  the 
President  that  the  interests  of  both  countries,  as 
well  as  the  interests  of  the  two  States  more  imme- 
diately concerned,  reonire  a  prompt  effort  to  bring 
this  dispute  to  an  enn,  constrain  him  to  express  an 
earnest  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  convene 
the  Legislature  of  Maine,  and  submit  the  subject  to 
its  grave  and  candid  deliberation." 

It  cannot  be  unknown  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
country,  that  Maine,  ever  since  she  became  a  State,  \ 
has  insisted  upon  her  absolute  and  perfect  right  to  } 
all  the  territory  claimed  by  her;  and  that  such  is  , 
her  right,  has  been  admiued  and  proclaimed  by  J 
all  departments  of  the  General  Government  Maine  • 
has  uniformly  protested  against  her  right  being 
brought  into  jeopardy  by  any  submission  of  it  to  ; 
arbitration;   and    the   protest    of    the    lamented  j 
Ciovemor  Lincoln,  now  in  the  archives  of  the  De-  i 
partment  of  Slate,  and  published  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, prior  to  the  subu  ission  to  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  will  long  be  cherished  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Maine  as  a  noble  and  masterly  efiort  of  a 
patriot  and  statesm.fiBi  toamsUh^  dvwjjward  couts^ 
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which  diplomacv  and  treaties  had  given  to  our 
once  certain  and  nndispated  title,  and  should  have 
pievented  the  submisEiion  of  the  territorial  rights  of 
a  sovereign  State  to  the  arbitrament  of  any  foreign 
power.  Bat,  nnfortnnately  for  Maine,  and  t  think 
for  the  nation,  the  reference  was  made;  and  we  all 
know  the  result  of  it — ^precisely  what  was  foretold; 
the  arbiter  split  the  difference,  recommending  a 
line  which  he  thought  more  convenient,  and  givmg 
to  Great  Britain  that  portion  of  the  territory 
claimed  by  Maine  which  was  necessarv  to  the  di- 
rect communication  between  the  Briiisn  provinces 
of  Canada  and  New  Brunswick.  That  award  or 
recommendation  was  not  ratified  by  this  Govern- 
ment; and  farther  efforts  have  been  made  on  oor 
part  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  the  line,  according  to 
the  treaty  of  1783:  but  the  British  Government 
would  not  treat  furtner  upon  thai  basiSf  anless  our 
Government  would  first  agree  to  certain  pre- 
liminaries, which  woald  weaken,  if  potdes^troy,  our 
claim.  And  now,  ten  years  after  the  award  of  ihc 
King  of  the  Netherlands  was  rejected,  Maine  is 
told  by  this  General  Government,  to  which  she 
has  a  right  to  look  for  the  protection  and  preserva- 
tion of  her  rights,  and  which  is  t>ound  by  the  Con- 
.stltution  to  defend  her  in  the  enjoyment  of  her 
whole  territory,  that,  unless  she  will  authorize  a 
conventional  Ime,  her  rights  mast  again  be  sub- 
jected to  the  judgment  and  final  disposition  and  ar- 
bitrament of  foreigners } — that  seven  or  eight  years 
is  the  least  time  in  which  we  may  expect  a  decision; 
andthenitmayfail^as  did  the  former  attempt  to 
settle  the  qnestion  by  arbitration ! ! 

Mr.  President,  the  people  of  Maine,  as  well  as 
their  Legislatare,  have  a  perfect  horror  of  seeing 
iJiiir  rights,  or  the  rights  of  any  sovereign  State  of 
this  Union,  submitted  again  to  the  arbitrament  and 
disposal  of  any  foreign  sovereign  whatever.  Our 
controversy  is  with  Great  Britain— between  a  re- 
public on  one  side,  and  a  monarchy  on  the  other; 
and  this  controversy  relates  to  the  line  dividing 
4fur  States smd  her  provinces;  to  what  belongs  tons 
by  the  tetms  of  the  treaty  which  acknowledged  our 
independence,  and  to  what  is  claimed  to  be  neces* 
sary  to  the  safety  and  convenience  of  her  provinces. 
Was  it  safe  or  prudent  to  submit  our  rights  in  such 
a  case  to  any  arbitration!  and  more  especially  is  it 
safe  again  to  submit  them  to  such  an  arbitration  as 
that  held  out  to  Maine  as  the  only  alternative,  (if 
she  will  not  consent  to  a  conventional  line,)  to 
consist  of  arbitrators  to  be  appointed  by  some  of 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe? 

Mr.  President,  Great  Britain  is  an  old,  powerful, 
and  intrigaing  Government.  Her  infiaence  ana 
diplomacy  pervade  all  European  Governments; 
and  what  conld  Maine  expect  from  arbitrators 
chosen  by  those  Governments  7  We  have  not  for- 
gotten the  result  of  one  arbitration;  and  who  can 
expect  us  to  run  the  risk  of  another,  to  be  consti- 
tuted as  proposed  by  the  President?  No,  sir.  Maine 
does  not  wish  her  rights  submitted  to  the  will  or 
judgment  of  foreigners^  or  to  arbitrators  appointed  by 
foreigners. 

This  was  well  understood  here,  before  the  Pres- 
ident made  his  appeal  to  the  Governor  of  Maine 
to  convene  the  Legislatare,  and  submit  the  subject 
fu  its  grave  and  candid  consideration;  and  it  was 
also  known  here,  as  well  as  in  Maine,  that  while 
the  people  of  Maine,  and  all  departments  <  f  her 
Government,  had  the  most  unshaken  confidence  in 
her  perfect  right  by  the  treaty  of  1783  to  all  the  dis- 
puted territory;  yet  that  there  was  a  general  will- 
ingness on  her  part  to  modify  the  line  of  the  treaty, 
so  that  a  new  line  might  be  established  more  con- 
venient to  both  parties  than  that  described  in  the 
treaty; — such,  for  instance,  as  giving  toGreai  Britain 
all  north  and  east  of  the  St.  John,  and  to  Maine 
all  west  and  south  of  that  river;  or  to  give  to  Great 
Britain  the  line  recommended  by  the  Dutch  king, 
and  to  Maine  the  strip  of  land  north  of  Eel  river 
and  west  of  the  St.  Johir;  with  the  right  of  naviga- 
tion, and  other  equivalents;  or  of  yielding  to  Great 
Britain  a  permanent  right  of  way  over  our  territo- 
ry, to  convene  her  provinces,  for  apermancnl  right 
of  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  St.  John  within 
her  limits,  to  convene  the  citizens  of  Maine  set- 
tled upon  the  St.  John  and  its  tribataries. 

In  tni^  condition  of  things  it  was  that  the  Presi- 
dent announced  to  the  Governor  of  Maine  the  ar- 
rival at  the  seat  of  Government  of  a  minister  plen- 
ipoteniiary  and  special,  with  full  powers  from  his 
sovereign  to  negotiate  ar>d  settle  all  matters  in  di:>- 
cn^sionbeiween  the  two  Governments,  and  that  that 
minisicr  had  announced  that  he  was  authorized  to 
treat  for  a  conventionalline, or  Jine  by  agreement, 


on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  with  such  mu- 
tual considerations  at  d  equivalents,  as  may  be 
thought  just  and  reasonable. 

The  Legislature  was  asi>embled,  and  the  Presi- 
dent's views,  as  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  were  sabmitied  to  it;  and  the  result 
was  the  following,  among  other  preamble  and  res- 
olutions, viz: 

^'WtieresB  the  GoTernment  ofthe  United  Statrn,  not  pooeem- 
Inc;  iheconstiiulional  power  to  conclude  any  8uch  nrgoiiation 
witlioutilie assent  ofMaina  liaa  invited  the  Government  oi  this 
Slate  to  CO  operate  to  a  certain  extent  and  in  a  certain  form.  In 
an  endeavor  to  terminate  a  controverf^y  of  bo  long  duration. 
Now,  coneidertng  the  premisea,  and  helievin;;  that  ihc  people  of 
the  United  t^iatea,  after  having  already  manifested  a  forbear- 
ance honorable  to  their  character,  under  long-continued  viola- 
tions of  ihc  ir  rights  by  a  foreign  nation;  and  (hough  not  dis- 
posed to  yield  to  uifounded  pretensions,  are  still  willing,  in  re- 
gard lo  the  proposal  now  made  by  the  General  Govern liicnt,  to 
Cive  adilitional  evidence  (o  their  fellow-citizenn  throughout  the 
United  States  of  their  desire  to  preserve  ihe  peace  ofthisUaion, 
by  taking  measures  to  dificuss  and  conclude,  if  possible,  the  sub- 
ject in  controversy  in  amanner  that  will  s(>cure  the  honor  and 
interest  of  the  Siate,  this  Legislature  adopts  the  following  icso- 
lotions— with  the  understanding,  however,  thati,  ntho  event  of 
a  failure  of  Auch  endeavor  toward  an  arrangement,  no  pro- 
ceedings thereunder  shall  be  so  construed  an  to  prejudice  in 
any  manner  the  righta  of  the  fr'tate  aa  they  have  been  herein 
asserted  to  exist. 

^*Re$olved.  That  there  shall  be  chosen,  by  bailor,  tn  conven- 
tion of  both  nrinches  of  the  f «e£;iBlatu re  four  perrons  who  aie 
hereby  appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State  to 
repair  (o  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  Biatea,  and  to 
confer  with  the  auihoritiea  of  that  Government  touching  a  con- 
ventional line,  or  line  by  agreement,  between  the  Hiate  of  Maine 
and  the  British  provinces,  having  regard  to  the  line  designated 
by  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  uniformly  claimed  by  this  State,  and 
to  the  declarations  and  views  expressed  in  the  foregoing  pre- 
amble; and  to  sive  the  asaent  of  this  State  to  any  such  conven* 
tional  line,  with  such  terrm^  conditiinns,  considerations,  and 
equivalents,  as  they  8*^all  deem  consistent  with  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  State:  with  the  underalanding  that  no  such  line 
be  agreed  upon  without  the  unanimout  assent  of  such  com- 
mis!«i  oners. 

*'77eto/ved,  That  this  State  cannot  regard  the  TttUnquishment 
by  the  Britith  Government  of  any  cfdim  heretofore  ad- 
vanced 6y  it  to  territory  included  within  the  limOa  of  the 
line  of  this  State  a*  deeignated  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and 
uniformly  claimed  by  Maine,  ae  a  eoneideration  or  eqtdva' 
ent  within  the  meaning  of  these  reaolutions." 

The  commissioners,  thus  appointed  and  thus  au- 
thorized, came  here  in  the  fond  hope  of  aiding  the 
General  Government  in  settling  the  long- ponding 
and  irritating  question  of  the  Northeastern  bound- 
ary, in  a  manner  honorable  to  both  nations,  consist- 
ent with  the  rights  of  Maine,  and  promoting  the 
convenience  of  the  citizens  and  suDJects  of  both 
countries.  And  how  were  these  fond  hopes  blasted! 
The  first  official  communication  in  reference  to  our 
boundary  is  that  of  Lord  Ashburton,  of  2ist  June, 
wherein  he  shadows  forth  the  line  of  boundary  and 
eqnivalents  which  he  came  all  the  way  from  Eng- 
land, as  the  special  minister  of  her  Maje.'^ty,  to  o/Ter 
to  us  as  "a  line  by  agreement,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions,  and  with  such  mutual  considerations 
and  equivalents,  as  may  be  thought ^£  and  reason- 
able." And  what  is  ill  To  understand  what  it  is 
we  must  take  the  answer  of  the  commissioners  of 
Maine,  of  29th  Jane,  in  connexion  with  his  Lord- 
ship's letter;  and  it  will  be  ^een  that  this  is  the 
amount  of  it:— the  river  Si.'John.  from  the  place 
where  the  due-north  line  from  tne  moffument  at 
the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  strikes  it,  lo  some  one 
of  its  sources,  (meaning  the'sojjrce  near  the  head 
waters  of  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec,)  with  a 
strip  on  the  south  side  of  the  St.  John,  to  include 
the  Madawaska  settlement,  and  to  extend  from  the 
Aroostook  to  Fish  riyer,  shall  b^  the  boundary; 
and  that  all  lumber  and  produce  of  the  forest  of  the 
tributary  waters  of  the  St.  John  shall  be  received 
freely,  without  duty,  and  dealt  with  in  every  re- 
spect like  the  same  articles  in  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  is  the  equivalent ! !  In  other  words,  his 
Lordship  proposes  to  take  from  Maine  about  fve 
millions  of  acres  of  her  territory,  and  to  compensate 
her  therefor  by  allowing  the  timber  of  the  forest  of 
the  tributary  waters  of  the  St.  John  to  be  received 
freely  and  without  duty  at  the  city  of  St.  John's— 
their  market — and  dealt  with  in  every  respect  like 
their  produce;  thereby  securing  a  trade  quite  as 
important  and  beneficial  to  their  provinces  as 
to  Maine!  Mr.  President,  1  was  glad  to  see 
that  this  proposition,  so  unjust  in  itself,  and  so  in- 
sulting lo  the  people  of  Maine,  was  promptly  re- 
jected by  our  commissioners;  and  my  regret  is,  that 
they  did  not  content  themselves  with  simply  an- 
nouncing that  fact.  I  feel  confident  that  they  would 
have  been  justified  in  so  doing,  not  only  by  ihe 
Legislature  and  people  of  Maine,  but  by  the  nation. 
More  especially  so,  when  it  is  disclosed  in  thai 
same  communication  of  Jime  29th,  "  that  ihey  have 
been  assured  that  Lord  Ashburton  is  restraived  //y 
his  instructions  from  yielding  the  island  of  Grand 
Menan,  or  any  other  of  the  inlands  in  passama- 
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quoddy  bay,  or  even  any  portion  of  ihe  narrow  strip      • 
of  territory  which  lies  betweeh  the  dne-north  line       * 
from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and  ihe  Si.  JoWs 
river,  above  Eel  river,  (so  called,)  as  an  equivalent 
for  any  portion  of  the  territory  claimed  by  Maine  as 
within  ner  boundaries!"    Restrained  ini  kU  i^J 
structionsl     Why,   sir,    was    not  the   Govemorl 
of    Maine  assured    by  the  President  ihai   Lord' 
Ashburton,  a    minister   plenipoteniiarv  and  spe- 
cial,  had  arrived,  charged  vith  full  jiotcers  Um 
his  sovereign  lo  negotiate  and  settle  all  matters  in 
controversy  1    And  that  he,  (Lord  Ashburton,) had 
officially  announced  to  this  Government,  thai'inre- 
gard  to  the  boundary  question,  he  had  authority  to 
treat  for  a  conventional  line,  with  such  miiiaal  con- 
siderations and  equivalents  asntight  be  thought  yust 
and  equitable?  Further,  sir;  is  itnottrue,ashaslieen 
slatetl  by  many, that  the  Legislature  of  Maine  were 
restrained  from  limiting  the  powers  of  Vuir  com- 
missioners, by  representations,  from  here  ibatLord 
Ashburton,  having  full    poit?ers,   might  object  lo 
treating  at  all  with  commissioners  not  possessing 
eqiuilly  full  powers  ? 

If  the  commissioners  on  ihe  part  of  Maine,  upon 
learning  the  boundary  and  equivalents  proposed  bv 
Lord  Ashburton— and  more  especially  upon  finding 
that  he  was  rettraiyied  by  iTtstructums—ha^  conlcni- 
ed  themselves  with  f  ejecting  Ihe  proposition  of  Lord 
Ashburton,  (as  they  very  properly  did,)  we  wouH 
not  have  had  such  a  treaty  as  that  now  under  con- 
sideration to  act  upon.  '  Lord  Ashburton  mnsi 
have  been  relieved  from  the  restraint  imposed  njjon 
him  by  instructions,  or  have  suflered  the  nego- 
tiation lo  terminate  upon  his  proposition;  which 
the  nation  would  applaud  tiie  commissioners  of 
Maine  for  rejecting.  Bat  it  was  not  so.  The 
commissioners  were  unwilling  to  forego  any  rea- 
sonable chance  of  adjusting  a  controversy  so  long 
pending,  and  so  vexatious  to  ihe  people  of  Maine; 
they  knew  that  the  General  Crovernment,  the  State 
Governments,  the  nation  it^el^,  were  all  desirow 
that  the  question  should  be  sealed;  and,  if  not  settled, 
through  any  fault  or  obstinacy  on  their  pan,  that 
Maine  would  stand  worse  than  ever  upon  this  all  in- 
teresting question,  at  home  and  abroad;  hence  their 
counter  proposition  to  Lord  Ashburton,  more  liberal, 
and  yielding  more  for  peace  and  good  neighbor- 
hood  than  could  have  been  anticipated  by  the  peo- 
ple or  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine:  that  was  re- 
jected; and  there  the  subject  would  have  rested,  boi 
for  the  renewed  efforts  by  the  General  Gtnenmnl 
itself,  whereby  the  line  and  equivalent?  meniioned 
in  the  treaty  now  under  consideration,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  commissioners  with  the  following  re- 
marks: 

*'The  linefiuggetted,  with  the  ccmpcnratiors  and  rquifi- 
lentfi  whirh  have  been  atated,  i«  now  aubmitted  for  your  con- 
ekleration.  That  it  is  all  which  might  hare  been  hoped  for,  lo^t 
ing  to  (he  BtreoKth  o(  the  American  claim,  can  hatdly  be  nid. 
But,  aa  the  Retlrment  of  a  controveray  of  sucti  duration  it  a 
matter  of  high  imponance;  aa  e qaivaier.ta  ol  undottbt^niae 
are  offered;  aa  longer  poBtponement  and  delay  would  lead  u> 
further  inconvenience,  and  to  the  incorrirg  of  further  ex- 
penses: and  aa  no  better  ooraaion—or,  perhapa,  any  ofherorr*. 
sion— for  tettiir.g  the  boundary  by  agreement, or  «»ri  tlie  princi- 
ple of  eqiiivaltn'8.  is  ever  likHy  to  preaenl  iiae:f,  the  Govern- 
ment  nf  the  I7ni'e«l  States  hopca  that  the  c4)mmi»ioners  of  tb« 
two  BiJitta  will  fimi  it  to  be  consiatent  with  their  duty  totRsent 
to  the  line  proposed,  and  to  the  terms  and  conditions  aiicndins 
the  proposition. 

"The  Preuident  has  felt  []\e  deepest  anxiety  for  iheamicab>. 
ppttlement  of  the  qnentlon,  fn  a  manner  hnncrable  to  the  roon- 
try,  and  such  ns  slionid  preserve  the  riehts  and  intercMo  of  the 
States  conrerni-d.  From  the moroentof  the annoonceiccbicf 
Lord  Aphbu; ton's  miss>on,  he  has  sedulously  f^ndeavoreil  lo 
pursue  a  course  ihn  most  rejipectful  tuwards  the  Stawp,  aod  :be 
'osi  nsrfii!  10  ihcir  interesiB,  as  well  as  mort  b^omlpp  ro 
/he  dignity  and  character  of  the  Goverr.ment.  He  will  be  Hap- 
py if  the  result  shall  be  such  as  shall  satisfy  Maipe  vulMaa- 
sachn.-ettp,  a.<t  well  aa  the  rest  of  the  country.  Wiib  tbcte  r^- 
timenis  on  the  part  of  the  President,  pnd  with  the  ccnTiru-n 
that  vo  m:tTf  adcnnMi^^oni  arrangement  can  be  made,  the 
t)iihjert  is  now  re 'erred  to  the  grave  dehberatioo  of  the  com- 
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Ah!  no  ^rf/ffr  occasion,  and  perh«ips  any  other 
occasion  for  settling  the  boundary  oy  agreement 
is  ever  likely  to  present  itj^elf,  anil  with  the  con- 
viction that  no  more  adtantageous  arranranerU 
ran  be  made,  the  subject  is  referred  to  the  grave 
deliberation  of  the  commissioners.  Bvwhom?  By 
the  President,  and  thai  Government  wdichisbuond 
by  the  Consiiuuion  to  protect  Maine  in  all  her 
rights,  and  without  whose  protection  it  is  rain  for 
any  State  to  contend  with  a  foreign  Govfrninenr, 
however  just  and  well  founded  be  her  claim. 
Thus  abandoned  and  thus  admonished  by  ihe  ouly 
power  to  which  Maine  could  look  for  the  main- 
lenanceand  esiablishmenl  of  her  just  rights,  it  is 
said  that  she  has  assented  ip  the  line;  and  iienre, 
I  hat  we  are  called  upon  merely  to  ratify  and  con- 
firm what  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  iin* 
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mediately  interested  in  the  controversy.  Not  ei' 
actly  so.  Massac hustetts,  owning  a  moiety  of  the 
acres  surrendered,  is  satisfied  with  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  those  acres;  bui  the  commissioners  of 
Maine,  now  abandoned  by  her  co-proprietor  of  the 
soil,  and  by  the  General  (Jovernmem,  which  is 
\  and  to  protect  her  rights,  are  left  to  the  gram 
^eonsideralKm  of  the  tetms  proposed  by  our  oxon 
Gavtmmentf  under  the  assurance  that  no  better ^  and, 
perhaps,  no  other  occasion  for  settling  the  boundary 
by  agreement  is  ever  likely  to  present  itself;  and 
with  the  conviction  that  no  more  advatUage&us  ar- 
rangement can  be  made.  In  this  condition  of  things, 
I  pray  you  td  hear  these  commissioners. 

77<«  Maine  CommissioMra  to  Mr.  Webster. 

Washinoton,  Jaly  22,  1842. 
Sir:  The  tiodenigned,  commtationem  of  ihe  Siaie  of  Maine 
oniiietubMciof'ibe  NoitheaMara  boundary,  have  (he  honor  to 
Bcknowieage  tbe  receipt  of  vonr  no(e,  addrened  to  tbem,  uDder 
dale  of  the  I6(h  instant,  with  encioaurea  therein  referred  to. 
The  proposition  first  subnoitted  by  the  special  niinfarter  of  Great 
Briuio,oo  the  subjact  of  the  boundary,  haring  been  disagreed 
u>;  and  the  pvopoaitlon  made  on  tbe  pan  of  the  Unitedi^tatefi, 
viib  the  assent  of  the  coinmissioDers  of  Maine  and  Massacbu- 
seUfl,  having  been  rejected  as  inadmissible,  coupled  with  an  ex- 
prenion  of  surprise  that  it  should  have  been  nr.ade;  and  Lord 
Aihbartoo,  ia  the  same  coonmuoicatioo,  having  ionmated  a 
preference  fbr  conference  rather  than  correspondence,  and  hav- 
ing omitted  in  his  note  to  malce  any  new  proposition,  except  a 
Qualified  withdrawal  of  a  part  ofhis  former  one,>-we  learn 
frnm  your  note  that  you  "iiaVe  had  full  and  frequent  confer- 
ences with  him  respecting  the  Nortbeaatem  boundary,"  and 
that  you  ''believe^u  utuierstand  what  is  practicable  to  be  done 
on  that  subject,  so  fares  he  (Lord  Ashburton)  is  concerned." 
We  also  learn  that,  'in  these  conferences,  be  has  made  no  pos- 
itive or  Mndiag  proposition— thinlcing,  perhaps,  it  would  be 
mere  desirable,  under  prosentdrcumstancea.  that  such  a  prop- 
ositioo should  proceed  fioni  the  side  of  the  United  Statee;"  but 
that  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  would  agree  to  a  line  of 
boundary  such  as  is  described  In  tbe  paper  accompanying  your 
note,  (marked  B;>  and,  also,  that  you  entertain  tne  conviction 
"that  no  morfe  advantageous  arrangement  can  be.  made;"  and, 
with  this  conviction,  you  refer  the  subject  to  the  grave  delibera- 
tion o(  thecbmmiflsianers. 

Regarding  this  as  substantially  a  proposition  on  tbe  part  of 
the  United  Btates,  iftih  the  knowledge  and  aaaent  of  Oreai  Brit- 
ain, and  as  die  one  most  favorable  to  us  which,  under  any  cir- 
eamatancea,  the  latter  Government  would  either  ofler  or  ac- 
cept, the  understgnad  have  not  failed  to  bestow  upon  it  the 
pave  deliberation  andf^nsideraUon  which  its  nature  and  im- 
portsnce,  and  their  own  responsible  position,  demand.  If  the 
reaoUof  that  dollbei'aiion  should  not  fully  Justifv  the  expressed 
hopes,  or  meet  tne  expectations  and  views  of  the  Government 
of  ihe  United  States,  we  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  such  fall* 
ore  will  be  the  result  of  their  firm  convictions  of  duty  to 
(he  State  they  represent*  and  will  not  arise  from  any  want  of  an 
anxioas  desire,  on  their  part,  to  brin^  the  controversy  to  an 
amicable,  just,  and  honorable  termination.  In  coming  to  this 
conaideraiion.  they  have  not  been  unmindful  that  the  State  of 
Maine,  with  the  firmest  conviction  of  her  absolute  right  to  the 
whole  territory  dmwn  into  controversy;  and  sustained,  as  she 
has  been,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  her  sister  States, 
and  of  the  Government  of  the  Union,  repeatedly  expreseed  and 
cordially  given,  and  whhout  a  waveiinjg  doubt  as  to  the  perfect 
pFaciioabUlty  of  markinf;  the  treaty  line  upon  tbe  face  of  the 
earth,acconung  to  her  claim,~hasyet,  at  all  tinries,  manifested  a 
spirit  of  forbearance  and  patience  under  what  she  could  not  bat 
deem  unfounded  preteoslonB,  and  unwarrantable  delays,  and  Ir- 
ritaiiog  encroachraeuta.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  provocations  to 
lesiitaAee,  and  to  the  aasertionrand  maintenance  of  her  extreme 
nghta,  ahe  haa  never  forgotten  that  she  is  a  member  of  the 
tnion;  and  she  has  endeavored  to  deserve  the  respect,  aym- 
padiy,  and  co  operation  of  her  slater  Statais  by  pursuing  a 
coons  eqnally  reragved  from  puaallaniroity  and  rashness,  and 
by  maintaining  herdifficult  position  in  a  spirit  that  would  foi- 
bear  much  for  peace,  but  would  yield  nothmg  through  fear.  At 
•U  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  she  has  been  ready  and 
anxious  to  brina  theaontroversy  to  a  close  upon  terms  honor- 
able and  equitable,  and  to  iioite  in  any  proper  scheme  to  ef- 
fect that  object.  In  this  spirit,  and  with  these  convictions, 
Maioe  instantly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to  the  proposal  of  the 
General  Government,  made  through  you,  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners. 

That  no  obstacle  might  be  interposed  to  the  succesaful  issue 
ofthis  negotiation,  herLeg^ialaiure  gave  to  her  comtnissioners 
ample  and  unlimited  powers,  which,  but  for  the  presumed  he- 
cenity  of  the  case^^her  people  would  be  slow  to  yield  to  any 
faoeaonuies.  Her  commissioness,  thus  appointed  and  thus 
empowered,  assumsd  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  in  the 

aiiih  and  with  tiic  views  of  the  Gfovernnuntand  people  of 
aine.  lliey  came  to  the  negotiation  with  a  firm  conviction  of 
her  rights,  but  with  a  disposition  and  determination  to  meat  a 
conventional  line  in  a  similar  spirit,  and  to  yield,  for  any  reas- 
ouable  equivalent,  all  that  they  presurosd  would  be  asked  or 
deaired  by  the  other  party.  They,  with  the  other  citisens  of 
Malne^  were  not  unapprizeid  of  the  fact  so  often  alluded  to  in 
our  former  oomrounications — ^ihat  England  had  long  been  anx- 
ioas to  obtain  the  undisputed  possession  of  that  portion  of  the 
territory  which  would  enable  her  to  maintain  a  direct  and  un- 
interrupted communication  between  her  provinces.  So  far  as 
they  could  Inam  from  any  soarre,  this  was  the  only  proAnm) 
object  she  had  in  view^  and  the  only  one  which  had  been  re- 
fanled  as  in  contemplation. 

With  ihia  understanding,  the  undersigned  at  once  decided  t« 
yield,  upon  the  most  liberal  terms,  this  long  sought  convenience; 
aulihey  indulged  the  oanfidsnt  expectation  that  such  a  con- 
CBMion  would  at  once  meat  all  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  ' 
Bncliah  Government,  and  bring  the  mission  to  a  speedy  and 
satiflfaciory  close.    When,  therefore,  we  were  met  at  the  outset , 
by  a  proposition  which  required  the  cession  on  our  part  of  all 
the  territory  north  of  tlia  St.  John  river,  and  enough  of  the 
territory  on  the  south  side  to  include  the  Madawaska  settle- ' 
maoi,  exiemling  at  least  fifty  miles  up  that  river,  with  no  other  ; 
equivalenu  to  us  than  the  limited  risht  to  flnat  timber  down 
that  river,  and  to  the  United  States  the  small  tracut  adjacent  to  ' 
the4S(h  parallel  of  latitude  in  other  Sutea,  we  could  not  but  ■ 
Mj^rcM  901  nfgM.  to  be  ibui)  at  it  ir^^re,  r«pellcd.   tut,  regard-  j .  I 


ing  ill iti  rather  as  the  extreme  limit  of  a  claim,  subject,  not- 
wiiliatatiding  the  atrong  laoguafa  of  Lord  Ashburton,  to  be  re- 
strained and  limited,  we  deemed  it  proper,  in  our  communica- 
tion of  the  16th  instant,  after  declining  to  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition, in  conjunction  with  the  commisslonerB  of  Massachusetts, 
to  point  out  and  ofler  a  conventional  Una  of  boundary  as 
therein  specified.  In  fixing  on  this  line,  we  were  mainly  anx- 
ious to  select  »uch  a  one  as  should  at  once  and  pre-eminently 
give  to  Great  Briiain  all  that  was  necessary  for  her  understood 
object,  and  lu  preserve  to  Maine  the  remainder  of  her  leiritory. 
Tu  accomplish  this  object,  we  departed  from  the  river  to  se- 
cure tlie  unobstrocied  use  of  the  accustomed  way  from  Uue- 
l>oc  to  Halifax.  We  are  not  aware  that  any  objection  has  been 
made  from  any  quarter  to  ihis  line,  as  not  giving  up  to  Gn^at 
Britain  all  that  she  needed,  or  could  reasonably  ask,  for  the 
above  purpose.  And  although  Ixml  Ashburton  did  not  deem 
it  n»-cessary  to  "examine  the  line  (proposed)  in  i(a  precise  de- 
tails," or  to  look  at  a  map  on  which  it  could  most  readily  be 
traced;  and  although  he  has  seen  fit  to  say  that  lie  was  *'qolfe 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  audi  a  proposal,"  yet  he  haa  not  inti- 
mated that  the  line  siiggasled  tails,  in  any  reapect,  to  meet  the 
object  we  had  in  view,  and  which  we  frankly  and  readily 
avowed. 

It  is  well  known  to  you,  sir,  that  we  had  determined  upon  no 
such  inflexible  adherence  to  that  exact  demarcation  as  would 
have  prevented  us  from  changing  it,  upon  any  reaaooable  evi- 
dence that  it  did  not,  in  every  respect,  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  abovestaied  proposition  in  relation  to  a  perfect  line  of  com- 
munication. But  believing  then,  as  we  do  now,  that  it  did  thus 
meet  all  these  requirements;  and  although  it  was,  as  we  feel 
bound  to  say,  the  general  and  confident  expectation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Maioe,  that  anv  relinquishment  on  our  part  of  lurisdlctien 
and  territor}^  would  be,  mpar<  at  least,  compensated  from  that 
strip  of  contiguous  territM7  on  the  west  bank  of  the  St.  Jobs: 
yet,  when  we  were  solemnly  aasured  that  no  such  cession  coula 
be  made  under  his  Liirdship's  instructions,  we  forebore  to  press 
for  this  reasonable  and  just  exchange,  and  contented  surselves 
with  accepting  the  limltad  right  of  navigation  of  the  river,  as  the 
only  equivalent  from  Great  Britain  for  the  territory  and  juris- 
diction we  oflertti  to  suitendsr;  and,  as  yon  will  remark,  we  of- 
fered notmsrsly  a  right  of  way  en  land,  for  a  similar  easement 
on  the  water,  but  tbe  entire  and  absolute  title  to  the  land  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  large  tract  north  and  east  of  the  line  specified. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  preserves  to  us  a  fhmder  in  |i  forest 
almost  impenetrable  on  the  north,  which  would  defend  itself  by 
im  own  natural  character;  and  that,  if  anything  should  be*deduct- 
edfrom  the  agricultural  value  of  that  portion  beyond  theMada- 
waska  ssttlements,  on  account  of  its  ruggedness  and  its  want  of 
attraction  to  settlers,  much  may  justly  be  added  to  its  value  as  a 
botfpdaiy  between  the  two  nationa. 

The  value  of  this  tract  to  Great  Britain,  both  in  a  civil  and 
military  point  of  view,  cannot  be  overlooked.  It  gives  her  the 
tnuch-coveted  route  for  the  movement  of  troops  in  war,  and 
her  mails  and  passengers  in  peace;  and  ia  most  nariicularly 
important  In  case  of  renavred  outbreaks  in  her  North  American 
colonies.  The  assumption  of  jurisdiction  In  the  Mada waska 
settlement,  and  the  pertinacity  with  which  it  has  been  main- 
tained, are  practical  evidence  of  the  value  attached  to  the  tract 
by  the  Government  of  hei  Britannic  Majesty. 

We  have  alluded  to  these  views  of  tl<e  value  and  importance 
of  this  territory,  not  with  any  design  of  expressing  our  regret 
that  we  have  thus  offered  it;  but  to  show  that  we  are  fuller  aware 
of  all  these  views  and  circumstances  afTacting  the  qiiesuon,  and 
that  we  duly  appreciate  the  far-aeemg  aagacity  and  prudence  of 
those  British  statesmen  who  so  early  at  empted  to  secure  it  aa  a 
cession,  by  negotiation,  and  the  suggestion  of  equivalents. 

The  answer  of  Lord  Ashburton  to  your  note  of  the  8ih  instant, 
contained  a  distinct  rejection  of  our  oflbr,  with  a  subatantkl 
withdrawal  of  his  claim  to  any  territory  south  of  the  river  St. 
John;  but  not  modifying  the  claim  for  tbe  relinquishment,  on 
the  part  of  Maine  and  tne  United  Suites,  of  all  north  of  that 
river.  Our  views  in  reference  to  many  of  the  topics  In  his 
Lordship's  repiv,  we  have  bad  the  honor  heretofore  to  commu- 
nicate to  you,  in  our  note  of  the  16th  inslimt;  and  to  that  an- 
swer we  wouU  now  refbr^  as  forming  an  imponant  part  of  ihis 
negotiation,  and  as  containing  our  refusal  of  the  line  indicated. 
We  are  now  called  upon  to  consider  the  final  proposkion  made 
by  or  through  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  our 
consMeratlon  and  acceptance.  The  line  indicated  may  be  short- 
ly defined  as  the  line  recommended  by  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, and  an  addition  thereto  of  a  strip  of  land  at  the  base  of 
the  highlands,  running  to  the  source  of  the  southwest  branch  of 
the  St.  John.  The  examination  and  consideration  of  all  other 
lines,  which  might  better  meet  our  views  and  objects,  have 
bsen-preciuded  by  the  declaration,  and  other  plenary  evidence 
we  have,  that  the  line  specified  in  your  communication  is  the 
most  advantageous  that  can  be  oflered  to  us;  and  that  no  one  of 
less  extend  or  yielding  in  fad  leas  to  the  other  party,  can  be 
deemed  aamtssibfe.  We  are,  therefore,  brought  to  the  single 
and  simple  consideration  of  the  question,  whether  we  can,  con- 
sistently with  our  views  of  our  duty  to  the  State  we  represent, 
acaept  the  proposition  submitted  by  you. 

So  far  as  any  claim  ia  interposed,  based  upon  a  supposed 

S[uity  arising  from  the  recommendation  of  the  King  of  the 
eiherlands,  we  have  onlv  to  refer  to  our  former  note  for  our 
views  on  that  topic.  We  have  now  only  to  add,  that  we  came 
to  this  conference  untrammelled  and  free;  to  see  if,  in  a  spirit  of 
amity  and  equity,  we  could  not  find  and  agree  upon  some  new 
line,  which,  while  It  yielded  all  that  was  needed  by  one  party, 
might  fairly  be  the  motive  and  groundwork  for  equivalent  terri- 
tory or  rights  granted  to  the  other;  and  that  we  cannot  make 
any  admissioi>,  or  consent  to  any  proposition,  which  would  not 
revive,  but  put  vitality  and  power  into  that  which,  up  to  this 
tiipe,  has  never  possessed  either.  We  base  our  whole  aation  on . 
grounds  enUrely  independent  of  that  advice  of  the  arbiter. 

it  may  poasibly  be  tniinnted  in  this  connexion,  as  it  has  more 
than  once  been  heretofore,  that  the  commissioners  of  Maine, 
and  the  people  of  that  State,  are  disposed  torenrd  the  whole 
territory  as  clearly  falling  within  their  ilghtful  limits;  and  are 
not  wilUng  to  consider  th«  question  ssone  in  doubt  and  dispute, 
and,  therefore,  one  to  be  seuled  as  if  each  party  had  nearly  or 
quite  equal  claims.  Certainly,  sir,  the  people  and  Government 
of  Maine  do  nut  deny  that  the  question  has  been  drawn  into 
dispute.  They  have  had  too  many  and  too  recent  painful  evi. 
deneeaof  that  fact,  to  allow  such  a  doubt,  however  much  at  a 
loss  they  may  be  lo  perceive  any  just  or  tenable  grounds  on 
which  the  adv.  rery  claim  is  based.  F(»r  years  ihey  have  borne 
and  forbornf^,  and  strnrglM  to  maintain  their  rights,. io  a  peace- 
able, and  yet  unfiinchihg  spirit,  against  what  appear<^d  to  them 
injustice  from  abroad,  and  neglect  at  home.  , 

But  the/  have  yet  to  leurn  that  tho  mere  fact  that  an  adver8e| 


claim  is  made  and  pereAsted  fn,  and  malmdned  by4ng<^uity 
and  abili^.  for  ^  aer^s  of  9091%  «tia«asi^g'  in  ezieou  and  va- 
rying Its  grou;)d8  aajreava  roll  00,  is  to  be  rt^g^njed  &e  a  reason 
whv  courtesy  ihouftrt^trire,  in  opposition  10  the  fact,a're> 
NHqulshm^C^  oVdie  plain,  'explicit,  An<i  eincere  lanauage  of 
l^arteek  conlrlctiea  and  anxiairaimg  eonfidenoa;  er  thai  a  con- 
UDLued,advepaf,a^  related  claiqi,  may  yet,  by  mere  lapse  of 
tin^'e  and  rciterftdiitn,  ripeq  into  a  rj^hi.  But  we  desire  it  to  be 
di«ii)ct(y  remctnlisred  that,  In  this  attemv>i-to  negotiaio  for  a 
conventRMal  lkie,4tfain»-haa  not  baiSted,oc  aacn  requested, 
«lMit>  anfieenia^  er  fit'tuM  adnaMaion  of , her  tide  to  ii^e  wheiie 
isffitoryjvhould  Iw  a  condition  Drclioiio^iy  to  a  seulethnt. 
We  hold,  ahd  we  claim,  the  u^f  to  exprtes,  at  alt  liOu-s  and 
in  alrs^ultable  places,  our  opinion  of  the  perfitri  riffhf  of  Blaine 
tothe  sihole  iei«iiory;  buiweiiaTe  naimr  assumed  it  asa  puint 
of  konor^thatour  edvef^ai^at^oiild  aalmnwlet^e  it.  Indeed, 
wa  have  eodee^vumd  to*  Y^ew  (}teeul^ect  rather  in  reference  10 
a  settlemehi,. on  even  hara  terms  for  us,  than  to  dwell  on  the 
strong  aspect  of  iftie  ^ase,  wheh  we  look  at  the  naitsd  qur«- 
tion  of  our  right  aad-tiila  wdar  the  ifanty.  k  could  hardly  be 
expsct^,  however,  ihatSnoe-ahould  sUsntl3r,and jhus  Ktripaily« 
acquiesce  in  Any.aaiiu;npU6n  Uiat  our  claim  was  unsustafned, 
ana  thai  **the  treaty  line  was  not  execqtable.^'  On  this  point 
we  expieased  ou^Ves  AlBy  in  a  rMfnar  tiote. 
'  in  raturoior (^thn-i^hwi  nansi^enMiipr) !»f the  laotprepoaition, 
and  the  terms  and-concntiops  altendVig  iti  in  justiceto  ourselves 
and  our  State,  we  feel  bound  to  declare — and  we  confldendy  ap. 
peal  to  yon,  sir,  in  confii*malien  of  ihe  declaraiinfi->ihat  this  ne- 
gotiation haa  baanoond  acted,  onouiipaiiy  with  no  mercenary 
views,  and  with  nedealg/D  10  ^ntart  unreasonable  equivalents  or 
extravagant  compensation.  The  State  of  Maine  has  always 
felt  an  insuperable  repugnance  to  parting  with  any  portion  even 
of  her  disputed  territory,  for  mere  pecuniary  recarnpense  from 
advene  claiBinnta.  8m  oomes  here  for  no  mere  Dargain  for 
the  sale  of  acres.  In  the  spirit  or  with  the  arta  of  trafifle.  Ifer 
commissioners  nave  been  rpi^ch  less  anxiou?  to  necure  benefit 
and  recompense,  than  to  preserve  the  State  from  unnecessary 
curtailment  and  dismamlmrment.  Thto  propoeiiion  we  made  is 
evidence  of  the  (afX  Wa  have  hsratofoie  expmpad  aome 
opinions  eC  the  mutual  characier  ol  the  banefita  to  each  party 
from  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  John.  Without  entering, 
however,  upon  tbe  panlcular  con!rfi)eration  of  the  terms  and 
conditions,  which  WeiMW  not  thougblit  neceatary  to  do,  we 
diatioetly  state  thai  opr  g]ra«4rep|ignaAoe  te  ihe  line  is  based 
upon  the  extent  of  territory  required  to  be  yielded.  Wc  may, 
however,  in  passing,  remark  that  all  the  pecuniary  offers  con- 
tained in  your  note,  most  liberally  construed,  would  scarcely 
recompense  and  rsfaiy  te  Maine  the  amount  ofmoiDey  and  in- 
tereat  which  ahe  has  actually  expended  in  defending  and  pro- 
tecting the  territory  flrom  wrongs  arising  and  threatoned  by  rea- 
son of  its  condition  aaddlspatMl ground. 

Conslderliigi  then,  this  pcepodtion  aa  involving  the  surren- 
der of  mere  territory  than  the  avowed  objects  pr  England  re- 
quire: as  removing  our  landmarks  from  the  vrelhknown  and 
well-defined  boiin3a«y  6f  the  treaty  of  l783-4he  crest  of  the 
highlands;  beside  losisung  upon  th*)  line  of  tho  arbiter  hi  its  full 
extent;  we  feal  bound  to  say,  after  the  most  careful  and  anxious 
consideration,  that  we  cannot  bring  our  minds  to  the  conviciion 
that  the  proposal  is  such  as  Maine  had  a  right  to  expect. 

Bat  we  era  not  mnaware  of  tho  expecutlona-  which  have 
been,  and  still  are, entertained  of  a  favorable  issue  to  this  nego- 
tiation by  the  Government  and  feonle  of  this  country,  ond  the 
Srraat  disappointment  which  would  oe  (elt  and  expressed  at  Its 
allure.  Ner  are  we  unmindful  of  the  Altera,  warned  as  we 
have  baso  by  the  past,  that  any  attatnpteto  detecmioe  the  line 
by  arbimtiont  may  be  either  frultleai,  or  with  a  resttlt  moie  to 
be  deplored.  ,  .       ^  . 

We  are  now  given  to  understand  that  tbe  Executive  of  the 
United  Btatea,  representing  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union,  assents 
to  the  propoM);  and  that  thia  department  of  the  Qoverniri«Bt«  at 
least,  18  anxious  for  it«  acceptance,  as,  in  its  view,  most  expe- 
dient for  the  general  good. 

The  commusiooera  of  Massachusatts  have  already  given  their 
assent,  on  behalf  of  that  Commonwealth,  Thua  situated,  the 
commissioners  of  Maine,  Invoking  the  spirit  of  attachmeni  and 
patriotic  devotion  of  their  State  to  the  Union;  and  being  willing 
to  yield  to  tbe  deliberate  convictions  of  her  sister  States  aa  (o 
the  path  of  duty;  and  10  interpose  no  obstacles  to  an  adjustment 
which  the  general  judgment  of  the  nation  shall  pronounce  ss 
honorable  and  expcdiert— even  if  that  judgment  ahall  lead  to 
a  surrender  of  a  ponion  of  the  birthright  of  the  peopio  of  their 
State,  and  prized  by  them  because  it  is  their  birthright,— have 
determineoto  overcome  their  objections  to  the  pr(>posal,  ao  for 
aa  to  say,  tiiat  if,  upon  mature  consideration,  tbe  Senate  of  the 
United  States  shall  advise  and  consent  10  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  corresponding  in  its  terms  with  your  proposal,  and  with 
the  condltiona  in  our  memorandum  accompanying  this  note, 
(marked  A,)  and  identified  by  our  signaturea,  they,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  vested  in  them  by  the  reselvca  of  the  Legislature  of 
Maine,  give  tbe  assent  of  that  State  to  such  conventional  line, 
with  the  terms,  conditions,  and  equivalents  herein  mentioned. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  reapect,  your  oba- 
dient  aarvants.  ED  WARTKK  A  VaNAGH, 

EDWAKD  KENT, 
JOHN  OTIS, 
WILLIAM  P.  PREBLE. 

Hon  D^NiBL  Wjuam,  &c ,  &c,  dto. 

This  is  the  assent  (^if  assent  it  may  be  called) 
which  is  to  authorize  and  indace  the  Senate  to  rati- 
fy the  treaty.  What  is  ill  A  clear,  strong,  and 
convincing  argument  against  submitting  to  the 
terms  proposed;  and  conclodiog  that,  if  the  deltbe- 
rate  conviction  of  her  sister  States  shall  pronovmce 
ike  proposed  boundary  tend  equivalents,  as  honorable 
and  expedient^  even  if  that  jadgment  shall  lead  to 
a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  the  birthright  of  the 
people  of  Maine,  the  commissioners  have  deter- 
mined to  overcome  their  objections  to  the  proposal » 
so  far  as  to  sav  that  if,  upon  mature  consideration, 
the  Senate ofthe  United  Stales  shall  advise  arid 
consent  to  the  ratification  ofthe  treaty  wpon  those 
terms  and  condiiions,  they  give  he  assent  of 
Maine  thereto.  Now,  sir,  lam  not  we.  lp.eBsed 
with  this  mode  of  doing  bisiness.  I  would  have 
preferred  that  oar  Qt3«mml«SoUW§  6?id  agreed  gr 
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disagreed  to  the  line  and  terms  proposed.  The 
Legislature  introsted  tAem  with  that  power;  and  we 
have  DO  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Legislature 
would  have  authorized  them  to  refer  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  the  power  to  make  a  new 
line  ofhoundaryandto  fix  the  equivalents.  We 
know  the  Legislature  did  not  so  authorize  them; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  required  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  all  the  commissioners  to  any  line  which 
should  be  agreed  upon;  and  expressly  declared  that 
it  could  not  regard  the  relinguuhment  by  the  British 
Qovemment  of  any  daim  heretofore  advanced  by 
it  to  any  Urruory  viUkin  the  limits  of  Maine  ac- 
cording; to  the  treaty  of  1783  as  uniformly  claimed 
by  Mfime.  as  a  consideraiion  or  equivalent. 

How,  then,  stands  the  question  of  assent  on  the 
part  of  Maine?  If  the  Senate,  upon  mature  consid- 
eration, shall  advise  and  consent  lo  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  therein 
contained;— in  other  words,  if  the  Senate  shall  pro- 
nounce it  honorable  and  expedient  ihat  Maine  snail 
surrender  EL  portion  of  her  birthright  upon  the  terms 
and  conditions  named — then,  and  then  only^  you  have 
the  assent  of  Maine  to  the  sacrifice,  for  the  public 
good.  For  one,  I  cannot  do  it.  My  own  convic- 
tions of  the  perfect  ri^ht  of  Maine  to  all  the  dis- 
puted territory,  forbid  it.  I  would  go  far,  very  far, 
to  compromise  this  dispute  upon  honorable  terms; 
and  I  would  not  be  particular  as  to  the  value  of 
equivalents.  But  Qhold  that  Great  Britain  has  con- 
tiguous territory,  convenient  to  us,  which  she  might 
and  ought  to  give  in  exchange  for  the  territory  be- 
longing to  lis,  which  she  so  much  needs,  and  ought 
to  have,  for  a  just  equivalent.  This  treaty  does  not 
accomplish,  fairly,  either  object — it  gives  to  Great 
Britain  more  than  is  necessary^  and  withholds  from 
Maine  what  she  ought  to  acquire. 

But,  Mr.  President.  I  am  not  insensible  that  this 
question  of  our  Northeastern  boundary  has  been 
sufiered,  most  unnecessarily,  to  l>ebroaght  into  dis- 
pute and  controversy.  By  the  treaty  of  1783,  and 
ihe  subsequent  determination  of  what  river  was  in- 
tended as  the  St.  Croix,  our  line  of  boundary  was 
plain,  practicable,  and  perfect;  it  was  identical 
with  the  established  lines  of  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia— fixed  and  determined 
by  the  proclamation  of  1763,  and  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment m  1774.  On  a  former  occasion  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  my  views  upon  this 
question;  others  did  the  same;  and  I  will  now  only 
refer  to  the  able  exposition  and  vindication  of  the 
right  of  Maine  to  the  whole  of  ihe  territory  claimed 
by  her,  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  and  to  one  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  unanimously  by  the  Senate  on  that  occa- 
sion, in  the  following  words: 

**Re»olvedt  Tliat,  after  carerul  examinaiion  and  deliberate 
conaideraiion  of  the  whole  coDtroveny  betwepn  the  United 
Statee  and  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  Noriheantem  boundary 
^  of  the  former,  the  Senate  does  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  en- 
'  tire  practicability  of  running  and  marking  ibat  boundary  in 
eir.ct  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  deGifitire  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783;  and  it  entertains  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  ju8> 
tice  and  validity  of  the  title  of  the  iTnited  States  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  alt  the  territory  in  dtspu^  between  the  two  powers." 

My  regret  is,  that  Congress  did  not  then  anihor- 
ize  and  direct  the  running  and  marking  that  line 
according  lo  the  terms  of  ine  treaty  of  1783,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  which  I  then  presented.  If  ihat 
nad  then  been  done,  we  would  have  escaped  the  ex- 
pense and  hazard  of  the  Aroostook  war,  the  dis- 

,  grace  of  having  a  portion  of  our  territory  seized 
and  occupied  by  the  militarv  power  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  the  unwelcome  task  of  deciding  upon  the 
present  treaty— which  sanctions  the  unjust  preten- 
sions of  the  British  Government  to  a  portion  of 
the  fruits  of  our  glorious  struggle  for  independ- 
ence. 

'  1  will  not  tax  the  patience  of  the  Senate  with  a 
recapitulaiion  of  the  merits  of  our  claim  to  the 
whole. of  the  disputed  territory.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  treaty  wnich  asserts  our  independence  as  a 
nation,  sives  it  lo  us;  and  that  the  nation  recognises 
jt.  Still,  it  has  been  suffered  to  be  brought  into 
controversy,  and  is  now  disputed  by  a  great  and 
powerful  nation.  Unfortunately  for  us,  at  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  in  1814,  a  request  on  the  part  o- 
ihe  British  negotiators  to  modify  or  vary  the  linedet 
scribed  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  so  as  to  give  to  Great 
Britain  a  convenient  and  direct  communication  be- 
tween the  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, was  suffered  to  ripen  into  an  article  of  that 
treaty,  which  provideil  for  the  running  and  mark 
ing  Ihat  line;  and,  in  case  the  commissioners  to 
be  appointed  to  that  service  should  disagree,  they 
were   to  report  the  grounds  of  such  disHgreemeni 


to  their  respective  Governments;  and  thereupon  tlie 
question  should  be  submitted  to  an  arbiter,  to  deter- 
mine upon  the  points  of  disagreement.  A  very 
simple  and  innocent  article  in  appearance,  but  a 
most  fatal  one  in  its  consequences!  From  this 
sprang  the  submission  to  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, his  award,  and  its  rejeclion-^subsequent  at- 
tempts at  negotiation — and  ihe  treaty  now  under 
consideration;  and,  if  this  treaty  be  rejected,  an- 
other reference  to  arbitrators,  lo  be  selected  by  for- 
eign powers,  is  to  follow. 

Thus  a  title,  clear  and  perfect  by  the  treaty  of 
1783,  has  been  suffered,  by  diplomacy  and  treaties, 
to  be  brought  into  doubt  and  controversy,  'and  has 
been  agreed  to  be  made  the  subject  of  arbitration ! 
This  is  the  embarrassment  which  has  stood,  and  yet 
remains,  in  the  way  of  all  our  efforts  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  dur  entire  territory;  to  expel  a  foreign 
power  from  its  military  possession  of  part  of  it;  to 
assert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion; and  is  now  held  up  to  us  as  the  only  alternative, 
if  we  reject  this  ireatv.  What  is  to  be  done,  under 
such  circumstances,  1  admit,  is  a  question  of  diffi- 
culty. If  there  be  no  way  of  escaping  the  obliga- 
tion of  again  submitting  the  question  to  a  foreign 
arbiter,  the  result  of  the  former  submiSvSion  should 
admonish  us  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  that  mode  of 
obtaining  our  just  rights;  and  the  present  arrange- 
ment may  be  better  than  to  hazard  the  loss,  by 
another  reference,  of  the  whole  disputed  territory. 
In  common  with  my  constituent^  I  deprecate 
another  reference  to  foreigners,  or  arbitrators  ap- 
pointed by  foreign  powers,  and  protest  against  U. 
We  have  already  fulfilled  the  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  by  referring  the  question  to  an  ar- 
biter. It  failea  to  settle  the  controversy.  The 
British  Government  have  insisted  that  another  ref- 
erence would  be  unavailing.  I  am  willing  to  take 
them  at  their  word;  and  would  submit  to  the  Sen- 
ate whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  honor  and  duty  of  the  nation  will  not  be 
better  maintained  by  failing  back  upon  our  original 
clear  and  certain  right  under  the  treaty  of  1783, 
than  by  ratifying  the  present  treaty,  or  .«!anctioning 
another  reference,  as  indicated  by  the  President's 
declaration  to  the  Grovernor  of  Maine. 

I  cannot  agree  to  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty.  It  is  unjust  to  Maine,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
dishonorable  to  the  nation.  I  do  not  desire  another 
arbitration,  which  may  be  more  luinous  to  Maine 
than  the  present  arrangement.  I  have  no  confi- 
dence in  further  negotiation.  What  we  have  had, 
has  greallv  weakened  our  once  perfect  title;  and  I 
see  no  oiner  way  of  getting  our  right  as  a  nation, 
and  performing  our  high  obligation  to  one  of  the 
Slates  of  the  Union,  than  by  taking  possession  of 
what  belongs  to  us,  and  holding  it.  In  such  a 
course,  we  will  have  right  and  justice  on  our  side. 
If  others  interfere  with  us,  it  m\ist  be  in  their  own 
wrong.  With  these  views,  1  send  to  the  Chair  the 
following  resolution,  and  ask  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  its  adoption: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  treaty  and  documeniB  now  under  con- 
sideration, be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, with  instructions  to  report  a  resolution  dircciins  the 
President  of  the  United  Siaien  to  take  immed  ale  posneFsion  of 
the  disputed  territory,  and  (o  report  such  contingent  measures 
a/>,  in  ih^ir  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  the  just  right 
of  the  nation. 


BRITISH  TREATY. 

[SECRRT  aESSION.] 

SPEECH  OP^R.  CONRAD, 

OP  LOUSIANA. 

In  Sefiat£,  August  18,  1842.— On  the  ratification  of 
Ihelrealy  with  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  CONRAD  rose  and  said- 
It  was  not  my  intention,  Mr.  President,  to  take 
any  part  in  the  debate  on  this  treaty;  but  as  I  have 
come  lo  the  determination  to  vote  against  it,  1  feel 
bound  to  assign  my  reasons  for  that  vote. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, and  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Choatb,]  have  vied  wiih  each  other  in  eulogising 
this  treaiy  as  a  chef  d^amvre  of  diplomatic  skill  I 
cannot  perceive,  nowever,  in  what  respect  it  is  so 
advantageous  to  the  country. 

It  contains  three  principal  stipulations:  1st.  The 
first  and  most  important  is,  that  which  fixes  our 
Northeastern  boundary.  2d.  It  obliges  us  to  main- 
tain a  naval  armament  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  aid 
in  ihe  suppression  of  the  slave-trade;  and,  lastly,  it 
provides  for  the  mutual  surrender,  in  certain  case.s, 
of  fugitives  from  justice. 
In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  provisions,  I  be- 


lieve it  isadmiiied,  on  all  hands,  thalthe  lineagreed 
upon  falls  far  short  of  our  pretensions,  and  is  raiher 
a  compromise  of  the  question  than  aseulemeniof 
it,  according  to  our  interpretation  of  ihe  treaty  of 
1783.    There  probably  never  was  a  period,  sin 
the  commencement  of  the  controversy,  when  a  coi. 
promise  could  not  have  been  effected  on  as  favor 
ble  terms. 

The  second  stipulation,  although  in  form  a  recip- 
rocal engagement,  is,  in  point  of  fact,  a  conces- 
sion on  bur  part.  Great  Britain  already  main- 
tains, and  would,  in  the  absence  of  any  sach  stipu- 
lation, continue  to  maintain  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
a  much  larger  naval  force  than  she  binds  herseli 
to.  do  by  this  treaty.  Permit  me  to  ohser\'e,  too, 
Mr.  President,  that,  however  willing  1  may  be,  by 
every  proper  means,  to  prevent  the  prostitution  of 
our  flag  to  this  odious  traffic,  I  would  much  have 
preferred  that  whatever  we  did  on  this  subject 
should  be  our  own  spontaneous  act,  instead  of  ap- 
pearing to  have  been  extorted  from  as  by  Great 
britain- by  that  country  which,  after  having  long 
usurped  the  police  of  the  seas,  has  recently  wheedled 
or  intimidaied  one  half  of  Europe  into  an  acknowl- 
edgment  ol  this  preposterous  claim.  1  should  have 
preferred  to  see  our  country  maintain  the  proud  at- 
titude which  France,  encouraged  by  ihe  firmnes 
of  our  minister,  has  taken  on  this  .subject,  and  con- 
ceded nothing  where  nothing  could  righifaljybe 
demanded. 

The  third  provision  is,  ihat  which  provides  for 
the  surrender  of  criminals  in  certain  cases;  in  re- 
gard 10  which  I  shall  only  observe,  that  itisaprovw- 
ion  at  least  as  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  as  to 
us,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  viewedyas  a  siipuli- 
tion  in  our  favor. 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  treaiy.  1  cannot  per- 
ceive in  it  those  advantages  ihat  some  gentlemen 
have  profes.sed  to  do.  My  objections  lo  ii,  how- 
ever, are  not  so  much  on  account  of  what  it  does, 
as  of  what  it  does  not  contain. 

Mr.  President,  there  were  three  sabjects  of  dif- 
ference between  this  country  ^nd  Great  Britain, 
the  prompt  adjustment  of  which  was  deemed  pe- 
culiarly urgent,  as  they  all  threatened  hourly  to 
disturb  the  harmony  of  "ihe  two  countries.  These 
were — the  settlement  of  our  Northeastern  boundai)'; 
the  controversy  growing  out  of  the  destruciionof 
the  Caroline;  and,  laslly,  that  arising  out  of  the 
seizure  and  liberation  of  slaves  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the"  United  Slates.  When  it  was  Ijnown 
that  a  special  minister  was  to  be  deputed  to  this 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  and  main- 
taining the  harmony  of  the  two  countries,  no  one 
doubted  that  his  mission  embraced  the  settlement 
of  ail  these  questions,  if  none  others.  I  confess, 
therefore,  that  when  the  treaty  was  read  at  your 
table,  and  I  discovered  tHat  one,  and  noi  the  least 
important  of  these  questions,  (I  mean  that  relative 
to  the  seizure  of  our  slaves,)  was  left  precisely 
where  it  stood  before  the  arrival  of  the  British 
ambassador,  I  was  equally  surprised  and  disap. 
pointed.  No  less  than  five  cases  have  already  oc- 
curred, in  which  vessels  bound  from  one  port  in  the 
Union  to  another,  by  having  slaves  on  board  have 
been  d  riven,  either  by  stress  of  Weather,  or,  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  slaves  themselves,  into  some  one  of  the 
small  islands  in  the  Bahamachannel;  and, in  every 
instance,  the  slaves  have  been  violently  taken  from 
the  possession  of  their  owners,  and  sei  at  liberty 
by  tne  colonial  authoriiies.  In  tke  two  first  cases, 
the  British  Government,  afler  a  protracted  nego- 
tiation, indemnified  the  owners.  The  third  case 
was  that  of  the  schooner  "Enterprise,"  which  oc- 
curred some  six  or  seven  years  ago.  Application 
was  again  made  for  indemnity;  and  what  was  the 
answer  of  the  British  Governraenil  In  substance, 
Ihat  this  confiscation  of  American  property  was 
justified  by  a  recent  act  of  Parliament  aboU'^hing 
slavery  in"  their  West  India  posse^sionf,  and  that 
thenceforward  no  indemnity  was  due  our  citizens 
for  slaves  thrown  by  unavoidable  accidenls  upon 
their  shores. 

As  soon  as  this  decision  of  the  British  Gorem- 
raent  was  made  known  to  ours,  the  distingnished 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  f Mr.  CALnouNJ  in- 
troduced the  following  resolm ions;  which,  on  the 
15th  April,  1840,  were  unanimously  adopted  by  this 
body: 

"Henolred,  Tlial  a  ship  or  vewel  on  the  hteh  upm,  in  fime  of 
peace,  enepRed  in  a  lawful  vnyose.  i»,  afCordrn§r  tn  ih«  iiwof 
haii«nn,  un<UT  \h»  exclo"«ive  jiiriadiwion  of  the  S'ale  to  which 
her  fl  ig  beh.ni^r;  as  much  so,  af  Ifconslifuung  a  pan  (•fif.-^own 
Jomnin. 

^'Ruaolvfifi.  ThV  if  enrh  aliifi  or  vewel  ahoiiW  be  foiced  tj 
rtress  Qf  weather,  or  piher  un*void«ble  caaae,  into  Oie  pon^ 
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and  uoder  thejuriadictiociof  a  friendly  power,  she  and  her  car* 
go,  and  perw>ns  on  board,  with  tb«ir  properly,  and  all  the 
hf^hu  belonging  to  their  personal  relatione,  as  eetabtished  by 
the  laws  or  the  State  to  which  they  belong,  would  be  placed  un- 
der the  protection  which  the  Iiws  of  nations  extend  lo  the  un- 
fortunate ooder  auch  circumstances. 
^'Aeso^ved,  That  the  bi  ig  Enterprise,  which  was  forced  noa- 
oidably,  by  stress  of  weatlier,  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda  1s- 
ind,  while  on  a  lawful  voyage  on  the  high  sees,  from  one  port 
of  the  Union  to  another,  comes  within  the  principles  embraced 
in  the  foregoing  resolutions;  and  that  the  seizure  a- id  detenuon'of 
the  negroes  on  boar.i,  by  the  local  authority  of  the  island,  was 
an  act  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  highly  unjust  to 
our  citizens  to  whom  they  belong." 

I  well  recollect  the  satisfaction  with  whifch  the 
adoption  of  these  resolations  was  hailed  by  tke 
Southern  portion  of  this  Union.  The  promptitude 
and  unanimity  with  which  they  were  aaopted, 
proved  that  the  *'siill  small  voice"  of  patriotism 
could  yet  make  itself  heard  amid  the  din  of  party 
strife  with  which  these  halls  perpetually  resoand. 
We  flatterc!t  ourselves  that  Great  Britain  would 
now  pause  in  her  course  of  insolence  and  aggres- 
sion; and  that  the  petty  functionaries  of  an  insignifi- 
cant island,  almost  in  sight  of  our  coast,  would  no 
longer  beard  the  majesty  of  this  republic. 

More  than  tw6  years  ago,  therefore,  this  body 
solemnly  resolved,  in  substance,  that  the  seizure 
and  detention  of  slaves,  under  the  circumstances  ot 
those  on  board  the  Enterprise,  was  an  act  of  injus- 
tice to  our  citizens,  a  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  equivalent  to  an  invasion  of  our  territory. 
This  resolution  was  adopted,  after  a  protracted  ne- 
gotiation for  redress  had  eventuated  in  a  rejection 
of  ihe  demand-  Two  nations  could  not  be  brought 
nearer  lo  a  state  of  hostility  by  any  act  short  of  a 
positive  declaration  oT  war,  than  Great  Britain  and 
this  country  were  by  the  adoption  of  these  resolu- 
tions. In  fact,  this  left  but  one  alternative— redress 
or  war.  Foreien  nations  had,  therefore,  a  right  to 
conclude  (and  I  well  recollect  ihey  did  conclude) 
that  the  wrongs  complained  of  would  be  redress- 
ed, or  war  would  ensue.  But  what  effect  did  these 
resolutions  produce  in  the  country  against  which 
Ihey  were  fulminatedl  Scarcely  had  their  thunder 
died  away  on  the  distant  shores  of  Great  Britain, 
when,  as  if  in  defiance  of  our  threats,  another  out- 
rage, precisely  similar  in  character  to  the  one 
complained  ol,  is  committed.  The  schooner  Her- 
raosa,  bound  on  a  voyage  from  Norfolk  to  New 
Orleans,  with  a  number  of  slaves  on  board,  is 
wrecked  on  one  of  the  reefs  in  the  Bahama  chan- 
nel. All  the  persons  on  board,  including  the  slaves, 
arc  taktm  from  the  wreck  by  an  English  •*trrec*er," 
and  carried  to  Nassau.  As  soon  as  they  arrive 
there,  a  file  of  soldiers,  wearing  the  British  uni- 
form, commanded  by  a  British  officer,  march  on 
boara  the  wrecker,  order  the  slaves  ashore,  and 
carry  them  before  some  petty  magiNiraie;  by  whose 
supreme  authority,  and  in  spite  of  the  remonstrances 
of  the  American  consul,  they  are  set  at  liberty. 
These  facts  being  established  by  incontestable  evi- 
dence, application  for  indemnity  was  made  to  the 
British  Government.  Before  any  answer  had  been 
given  to  this  application,  the  ca.se  of  the  "Creole" 
occurred. 

So  far  as  the  claim  lo  indemnity  is  concerned, 
the  circumstances  of  this  case  were  not  as  strong 
as  those  in  fhe  cases  of  the  "Enterprise"  and  the 
"Hermosaj"  for,  ia  this  case,  the  liberation  o{  i\ie 
•slaves  was  not  the  act  of  the  British  Government, 
nor  did  it  even  occur  within  their  jurisdiction.   It 
occurred  on  the  high   seas,   and  was  effected  by 
the  slaves  themselves.    The  atrooiiies,  however, 
with  which  it  was  attended,  and  the  aid  and  pro- 
tection afforded  to  the  authors  of  them,  justly  ex- 
cited public  indignation,  and  momentarily  roused 
oar  Government  from  its  lethargy.    An  urgent 
demand  for  redress  was  made,  enforced  by  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  an 
able  exposition  of  the  law  of  nations  applicable 
to  the  question,  and  a  complete  refutation  of  the 
arguments  by  which  the  British  ministrjf  had,  in 
the  case  of  the'^'Enterprise,"  already  referred  to, 
attempted  to  justify  the  seizure  of  American  prop- 
erty by  a  British  statute.    1  .appeal  lo  you,  Mr. 
President,  whether,  at  that  juncture,  any  one  of 
the  questions  pending  between   this  country  and 
Great  Britain  was  deemed  more  important,  or  more 
urgent  in  its  character,  than  that  growing  out  of 
these  repeated  outrages'!  So  far  as  my  own  Slate  is 
concerned,  1  can  venture  to  say  it  stood  foremost  in 
the  catalogue  of  grievances  of  which  we  had  a 
right  to  complain.    The  Legislatures  of  many  of 
the  States  (and  that  ot  Louisiana  among  the  rest) 
Passed  strong  resolutions  expressive  of  their  sense 
c*f  these  outrages,  and  of  their  readiness  lo  vindi- 
cate  by  ft  resort  to  arms,  the  insulted^honor  of 


the  country.  The  sweHisg  tide  of  public  indig- 
nation was  only  arrested  by  the  announcement  of 
the  fact  that  Great  Britain  bad  deputed  a  special 
envoy  to  this  country,  charged  with  the  settlement 
of  this  and  all  other  differences  between  the  two 
countries;  and  now  we  are  called  upon  to  ratify  a 
treaty  in  which  this  subject  is  entirely  pretermitted! 
Why  is  this,  sirl  I  do  not  think  I  exaggerate  the 
magnitude  of  this  question,  when  I  affirm  that,  in 
whatever  light  we  view  it— whether  we  consider 
the  mere  pecuniarv  considerations  connected  with 
it,  the  interest  felt  by  a  large  portion  of  the  country 
in  its  decision,  its  exciting  and  irritating  character, 
and,  above  all,  the  principles  involved  in  it — it  is  by 
far  more  important  than  any  of  those  embraced  in 
the  treaty. 

The   Northeastern  ^boundary    question — about 
which  so  much  is  said — is,  after  all,  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  property,  involving  no  principle,  establish- 
ing no  precedent;  and  is  just  such  a  controversy  as 
two  individuals  would  settle  by  a  law-suit — not  by 
an  appeal  to  arms.    The  Caroline  affair  was  of  a 
difierent  character;  but  it  is  past,  and  cannot  be  re- 
called: there  is  no  danger  of  its  repetition;  and  the 
question  was  narrowed  down  lo  one  of  etiquette,  or 
point  of  honor.    Far  different  is  the  question  ari- 
sing out  of  ihe  seizure  of  our  slaves.    National 
honor,  national  interests,  national  safely  even,  were 
all  included  in  it.   The  wrongs  complained  of  were 
not  the  impremeditated  act  of  an  excited  soldiery, 
but  were  the  deliberate  proceedings  of  the  civil 
authorities— sanctioned,  authorized,  encouraged,  if 
not  commanded,  by  the  British  Government.    It 
was  not  a  sinele  act,  but  a  series  of  acts,  following 
each  other  in  rapid  succession,  in  the  very  face  of 
our  remonstrances — I  may  almost  say,  in  defiance 
of  our  threats.    If  the  property  seized  had  been  of 
any  other  character;  if,  instead  of  slaves,  an  equal 
numbei^of  bales  of  merchandise,  or  hogsheatj^  of 
tobacco,  had  been  seized  and  appropriated  by  the 
British  Government,— all  would  at  once  perceive 
the  tnormity  of  the  pretensions.    But,  because  it  is 
a  description  of  properly  not  known  to  English  law, 
although  known  to  ours,  we  suffer  our  demand  for 
redress  to  be  put  off  by  cavils  that  would  disgrace 
a  nisi  vnus  attorney.    For  my  own  part,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, 1  would  prefer  that  ten  times  the  amount  in 
property  of  any  other  description  had  b€en  seized 
and  confiscated,  without  a  color  of  pretext,  by  the 
British  Government.    I  consider  the  mere  pecuni- 
ary interest  involved  in  the  question  as  trifling,  in 
comparison  with  the  principles  involved.    These 
principles  are  no  less  inan  the  inviolability  of  our 
flag,  and  the  right  to  regulate  our  domestic  insti- 
tutions as  we  see  fit.    I  have  never  entertained  a 
doubt  that  more  was  concealed  under  these  acts 
han  appeared  on  their  surface.  England,  after  hay- 
ing endeavored  in  vain  to  assail  us  by  open  force, 
Is  resorting  to  the  more  dangerous  method  of  an 
^sidious  policy.    Abolition  of  slavery,  which  is 
treason  and  madness  with  us,  is  wisdom  and  pro- 
found policy  with  her.    It  is  the  sole  engine  by 
which  she  can  hope  to  prostrate  her  only  commer- 
cial rival.    Hence  her  peculiar  sensibility  to  ihe 
wrongs  of  the  African.race,  Avhile  she  is  reducing 
all  Asia  under  the  yoke  of  the  most  galling  servi- 
tude.     Hence  her    disinterested  philanthropy  in 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  West,  while  she  is  only 
transplanting  it  in  the  East.    Hence  her  exertions 
to  extend  the.  culture  of  cotton  and  sugar  in  her 
East  India  possessions.    Hence  the  declamations  of 
her  orators  against  negro  slavery;  the  exaggerated 
accounts  by  her  writers  of  the  suflerings  of  our 
slaves,  while  they  are    deaf  to  the  cries  of    the 
starving  millions   of  their  countrymen  at  home. 
A  community  of  language  and  religion— her  litera- 
ture universa'Uy  diffused  throughout  this  country— 
a  social  and  commercial  intercourse  continuarv 
increasing— a  respect  and  reverence  for  English 
opinions  more  frequently  fell  than  acknowledgeH,— 
afford  her  too  many  facilities  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  Maclnavelian  policy.    Do  we  not  see 
anti-slavery  societies,  composed  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, affiliated  with  similar  associations,  encour- 
aged, if  not  established,  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment!   Do  we  not  see  their  hireling  orators,  their 
prostituted  preachers,  their  pensioned  presses,  using 
every  artifice  lo  agitate  the  country,  and  array  one 
portion  of  it  against  the  otherl    England  is  already 
considered  as  the  mainspring  of  the  ''great  anli- 
slavery  movement,''  as  it  is  termed,  which  is  now 
making  throughout  Europe  and  America;  and  these 
repeated  aggressions  on  slave  property    are  only 
one  among  many  indications  of  her  desire  lo  be  so 
cousidered.    There  is  no  doubt  that  the  ^slaves^on 
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board  the  Creole  were  prompted  lo  the  crimes 
which  they  committed  by  the  knowledge  they 
had  acquired  before  their  embarcation,  that  if  ihey 
could  succeed  in  reaching  any  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions, their  crimes  would  not  only  go  unpunisned, 
but  be  rewarded  by  their  freedom. 

Am  I  not  correct,  then,  Mr.  President,  when  I 
affirm  that  principles  vital  to  the  institutions  and 
safety  of  this  country  apc  involved  in  this  question! 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  overlooKed  in  a 
treaty,  the  very  object  of  which  is  to  remove  the 
causes  of  discord  between  the  two  Countries'?  And 
what  is  the  reason  assigned  for  this  extraordinary 
^omissionl  Why,  that  Lord  Ashburton's  powers 
did  not  embrace  the  settlement  of  this  question. 
Bui  why  did  they  not  embrace  ill  Has  it  not  been 
pending  for  years?  li  is  true,  as  Lord  Ashburton 
says,  that  the  case  of  the  Creole  was  only  known  in 
England-a  few  days  before  his  departure  for  this 
country;  but  that  of  the  Enterprise  occurred  many 
years  ago;  and  ihe  resolutions  of  this  body,  declar- 
ing it  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  equiv- 
alent to  an  invasion  of  our  territory,  were  adopted 
more  than  two  years  prior  to  his  departure.  Be- 
sides, nothing  would  nave  been  easier  than  to  have 
enlarged  his  powers,  had  they  been  found  insufli- 
cient.  No,  sir;  the  true  reason  for  this  casus  omis- 
sus in  the  treaty  is  to  be  found  in  Lord  Ashburton's 
letter.  He  there  says:  "There  are  certain  great 
principles  too  deeply  rooted  in  the  consciences  and 
sympathies  of  the  people  of  Great  Britaki  for  any 
minister  to  be  able  to  overlook;  and  any  engage- 
merU  I  might  make  in  opposition  to  them  wcfuldbe 
instantly  disavowed."  In  other  words,  the  sympa- 
thies of  British  abolitionists  must  not  be  shocked 
by  having  any  restraint  put  upon  their  humane  ef- 
forts to  excite  our  slaves  to  insurrection  and  blood- 
shed !  Gentlemen  refer  us  to  this  letter,  as  contain- 
ing all  that  was  necessary  on  this  subject.  It  is 
true,  Mr.  President,  that,  as  nothing  was  mtended  lo 
be  done,  it  was  thought  necesisary,  at  least, ,  to  say 
something.  But  if  it  was  intended  to  enter  into  any 
binding  engagements  on  this  subject,  why  was  4t 
done  in  the  form  of  a  letterl  Why  was  it  not  in- 
serted in  the  Ireatyl  I  have  looked  in  vain,  how- 
ever, in  this  letier,  for  anything  which  could  be  con- 
strued either  into  an  apology  for  the  past,  or  a  pl^ge 
for  the  future.  So  far  from  admitting  the  truth  of 
the  unanswerable  propositions  contained  in  Mr. 
Webster's  letter  to  him,  Lord  A.  pronounces  them 
to  be  startUng;  and  so  far  from  making  any  specific 
pledges,  he  expressly  declares  that,  if  he  were  to 
make  any,  ihey  would  be  "instantly  disavowed  by 
his  Government."  It  is  true,  he  talks  of  transfer- 
ring the  negotiation  on  this  point  to  London;  but, 
at  the  very  time  when  this  correspondence  was 
penned,  Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Webster  both 
were  well  aware  that  a  negotiation  had  already  ta- 
ken place  at  London,  and  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  adhered  to  their  former  decision. 

I  have  already  stated  that  application  was  made 
by  our  Government  for  indemnity  for  slaves  cap- 
tured on  board  the  schooner  Hermosa.  I  hold  m 
my  hand  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  on  this  subject  between  Mr.  Everett,  our 
minister  at  London,  and  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Great  Britain.  As  this 
correspondence  has  never  been  published,  nor,  I  be- 
lieve, ever  seen  by  a  single  member  of  this  body, 
I  beg  leave  to  read  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  C.  here  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Everett  lo 
Lord  Aberdeen,  dated  3d  May,  1842,  and  the  fol- 
lowing answer  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  dated  May  22, 
1842: 

Lboatiom  opthb  United  CTATBa,  May  3, 1842. 

The  undereigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potenl'ary  of  the  TIr.ited  Bialea  of  America,  has  been  directed  lo 
brtn«  to  Ihe  Iciiowlcdge  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  her  Mnje*tT'B  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  Stale  for  Foreign  AlTaira,  the  paiticulars  of  the 
cose  of  the  Hermosa,  a  vessel  bound  from  Richmond  lo  New 
Oilcans,  with  an  assorted  carco,  and  having  on  board,  also, 
thirty-eight  slaves.  This  vesacl  was,  on  the  I9'.li  of  October, 
1840,  wrecked  upon  a  reef  of^ocka,  which  provud  to  be  Spanish 
Key,  near  Abaro.  Iler  cargo  and  slaves  were  taken  posscspion 
of  by  a  company  of  licen?oft  wrecker?;  and  being  brought  into 
Nassiu,  in  the  Island  of  New  Provid^-ncc,  the  slaves  were  set 
at  liberty  by  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  that  island. 
For  the  iacls  of  the  case  In  detail,  reference  is  made  to  a  copy  of 
two  protests  of  John  S.  Chatiin,  the  master  of  the  vessel,  here, 
with  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen;  and  the  undersigned 
is  instructed  to  inform  Lord  Aberdeen,  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
vessel,  ill  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  voyage,  was  driven,  by  stress 
of  wcathir,  within  her  Majesty's  colonial  dominions,  and  the 
staves  on  board  her,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
were  set  at  liberty  by  tbediieci  interference  of  her  Majesty's 
colonial  authorities,  the  Government  of  the  Unjfed  States,  on 
bfhalf  of  the  parties  thus  deprived  of  their  property,  looks  to  iha 
(;•  vernment  of  herMajVstv  forajnat  indemnlficaiion. 

The  principles  on  which  this  claim  is  lottnded  having  been 
heretofore  frequently  urged  upon  the  consideration  of  her  Ma. 
jeaty'd  Goyernment,  aoa  particularly  in  the  noi«  u(  the  under. 
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signed  of  the  let  March,  relajUve  to  ihe  cue  of  the  Creole,  be 
deems  ii  unneceasary,  on  thia  occaaioit,  to  renew  ihe  discussion. 
He  will  confine  himself  lo  restaiiag,  briefly,  a  portion  of  the  ar- 
gument coniained  in  that  note. 

llerMajeetv'aGovernnaent  Is  understood  to  |iold  that,  in  con< 
sequence  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  a  portion  of  her  Majesty's 
dominions,  b^  the  act  of  Parliament  of  3J  and  4th  William  IV., 
c.  73,  her  Majesty's  anth.riiips  are  prevented  from  recognising 
Ihe  relation  of  slavery,  or  any  of  iia  inciJents,  even  on^board 
the  vessels  belonging  to  friendly  Btates  in  which  slavery  legally 
exists.  It  has  been  aln  ady  observed  by  the  undersigned,  in  (he 
note  referred  io,'ihat  the  Government  of  the  United  Siaies  can- 
not admit  that  the  veflsels  of  a  friendly  power,  driven  by  sire^ 
of  weather,  or  by  mutiny,  into  her  Majesty's  ports,  can,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  change  in  the  municipal  law  of  England,  be 
rightfully  deprived  uf  any  aid  and  assistance  to  which  they  are 
entitled  by  the  law  and  comity  of  nations.  But,  granting  this, 
for  argument's  sake,  to  be  an  erroneous  view;  and  that  the 
principle  above  stated  is  correctly  assumed  by  her  Majesty's 
Government:  It  can  only  follow  that  her  Majesty's  authorities, 
in  the  cases  auppoeod,  are  justified  m  refusing  to  p(  rforiii  acts 
not  now  authorized  by  British  law,  in  reference  to  slavery;  as, 
for  instance,  to  employ  their  ofHcers  in  arresting  fugitive  slaves. 
It  cannot  follow  that  when,  by  strew  of  weather,  or  mutioy,  a 
foreign  vessel,  liaving  slaves  lawfully  on  board,  is  driven  into  a 
British  port,  the  British  civil  and  military  autliorities  may 
forcibly  interfere  to  liberate  them;  because  this  cannot  be  done 
without  violently  infringing  that  asthority  of  the  captain  of  the 
vessel  over  the  ship's  company,  which  i?  recoenieea  as  well  by 
the  laws  of  England  as  of  all  other  civilized  EStates.  If  the  law 
of  England  converts  slaves  into  passengers,  in  oxt  inpiing  them 
from  one  kind  of  control,  which  her  lawii  do  not  recognise,  it 
subjects  them  to  another,  which  her  laws  do  recognise. 

li  is  not  exclusively  in  reference  to  rases  lilce  those  which 
have  so  often  been  the  subject  of  the  reclamations  of  the  United 
States,  that  these  principles  apply.  A  species  of  servitude  not 
materially  difTerent  from  that  abolished  by  the  3d  and  4th  Wil> 
liam  IV.,  c.  73,  once  prevailing  throughout  Europe,  still  exists 
in  some  of  the  northern  portions  of  the  continent.  If  a  vesnel 
from  that  quarter  should  be  driven  into  a  port  in  her  Majesty's 
dominions,  navigated  in  whole  or  in  part  by  persons  held  in  a 
servitude  lilce  that  alluded  to,  the  undersigned  presumes  it 
would  be  deemed  a  great  vioiation  of  the  comity  of  nations,  if  the 
vessel  should  be  boarded  by  her  Majesty's  civil  officers,  sup- 
ported by  a  military  force,  and  proclaiming  to  the  ship's  com* 
pany  that,  as  servitude  no  longer  existed  in  Eneland,  they  were 
freetoquitthe  vessel,  and  go  where  they  pleased;  and  the  un- 
dersigoed  cannot  doubt  that  if  pecuniary  loss  accrued  in  coose* 
quence  of  this  interference,  it  would  be  held  to  warrant  a  de* 
mand  on  her  Majesty's  Government  for  indemnification. 

But,  in  reference  immediately  to  the  ca'so  in  hand:  if  it  should 
be  gianted  that,  byunavoidable  force  of  British  law,  the  statute 
of  2Sih  August,  1^,  so  entirely  requires  the  liberation  of  all 
i^ves,  however  brought  into  her  Majesty's  dominions,  as  to  au< 
tnoiizs  every  species  of  civil  and  military  agency  by  which 
such  liberation  is  effected,  (an  extension  of  the  principle  which 
her  Majesty's  Government  lias  never,  it  is  believed,  maintained,) 
then,  the  least  that  a  foreign  and  friendly  power  can  demand,  is, 
iha'^flect  should  be  given  to  the  act  as  a  whole.  It  would  seem 
peculiarly  unjust,  in  applying  the  statute  to  Uie  citizens  of  a 
friendly  State,  to  call  into  action  only  so  much  of  itA  provisions 
«s  is  necessary  to  divest  them  of  their  property,  wilhonf  giving 
them  the  benefit  of  the  other  enactments,  by  which  compensa- 
tion is  made  for  the  property  of  which  they  are  thus  deprived. 
The  abolition  of  slavery  is  nowhere,  His  believed,  denned  in 
tile  statute  as  a  siD.ple  technical  idea,  importing  nothing  but  a 
change  of  condition  from  servitude  to  freedom.  But  it  is 
a  complex  act,  consisting  of  several  }iarts,  all  of  v,*hich  are 
equally  essential,  and  equally  established  by  the  statute. 
The  undersigr.ed  had  the  honor  to  observe,  in  his  note 
of  the  Ist  of  Mirch,  that,  in  the  same  act  which  liber- 
■ated  the  slaves  in  her  Majesty's  colonies,  (and  in  virtue 
of  which  alone  it  is  now  held  that  slaves  in  foreign  vessels, 
driven  by  stress  of  weatlier  into  her  Majesty's  dominions,  must 
be  liberated,)  it  is  declared  to  be  "just  and  expedient  that  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  should  be  made  to  the  persons  hitherto 
entitled  to  the  services  of  such  slaves,  for  the  loss  which  they 
will  incur  by  being  depiivcd  ofth*itr  right  to  such  services."  If, 
then,  in  the  understanding  of  Parliament,  it)  enacting  the  statute 
of3d  and 4(h  William  IV.,  c.  73,  it  would  have  been  unjust  to 
liberate  the  slaves  uf  her  Majesty'a  subject  without  compen- 
sating the  master,  it  would  seem  impossible  to  derive  from  that 
act  any  warrant  to  liberate  the  slaves  of  the  citizens  of  a  foreign 
State,  driven  by  stre«8  of  weather  into  a  Biitish  port,  without 
similar  compensation.  If  such  a  liberation  would  have  been 
unjust  toward  Briiish  subjects  much  more  wnuld  it  be  unjuut 
toward  the  citizens  of  a  friendl;^  and  foreign  Stale.  It  is  only 
by  inference  that  the  act  is  considered  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  apply  at  all  to  foreign  citizens  driven  by  stress  of 
WtMlher  Into  a  British  port.  To  enforce  against  such  foreign 
citizens  liberation  without  eomuensation,  as  an  inference  from 
a  statute  declaring  that  justice  demands  com  peiisa<  ion  to  British 
subjects  whose  slaves  are  liberated,  would  seem  as  much  at  va- 
riance with  the  rules  ef  reasoning  as  with  the  dictates  of  Jus- 
tice. ■■ 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  conaideration. 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 

_.         ,  FoHEroN  Ofpicb,  May  20, 1842. 

The  undersigne<l,  her  Majesty 'sPrmcifjal  Secretary  of  Stale 
for  Foreign  AfTdirs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  Mr.  Everett's  note  of  the  3d  ii.ftanl,  in  which  Mr.  Everett 
stales  that  he  has  been  dlreci*?d  by  his  Government  to  bring  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  undersigned  the  particulars  of  th«  case  of 
the  "llermosa,"  an  American  vesael,  bound  I  mm  R  chniond  to 
New  Orleans,  and  carrying  .in  assorted  carro  and  forty-eight 
R*ave3,  which  was  wrecke<l  on  the  Spanish  Koy  reef,  near  Aba- 
CO — the  slaves  and  cargo  being  saved  by  licensed  Vireckcrs,  and 
carried  by  them  into  Nassau. 

Air.  Everett  complains  that,  by  the  direct  Interferfinro  of  the 
British  authorities  at  Nassau,  the  slaves  were  seialliberiy;  and 
Mr.  Everett  claims  compen.«atiun  for  the  loss  therein  sufiered 
by  the  former  proprietors  of  the  slaves. 

For  liie  facts  of  the  ca«e  in  detail,  Mr.  Everett  refers  to  two 
dcclarationa  ma<lr.  by  ilie  nia.ster  of  the  IIf.rin<«8a,  before  a 
magistrate  of  the  United  Muiics,  and  cnrloseii  in  the  note  ol  Mr. 
Kverfit.  Theie  i»  Dome  (lis -rnpniicy  in  the  nccoimt  givtn  by 
Mr.  Cbjliin  from  ih.ii  which  htr  M.iji-niy'.'  Govemmnit  have 
received  from  the  Gyve.mor  of  the  Bahamas.  Tlie  former 
alleges  that  the  stipendiary  magisirme  of  Nassau  was  seen  W 


send  the  slaves  on  shore  from  the- wreckers'  vessel;  and  that  the 
Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  being  then  in  Nassau,  knew  ofevery- 
thing  wNicli  was  dene  relative  to  the  slaves.  The  account  given 
by  the  Governor,  though  it  does  not  enter  so  minutely  into  par- 
ticulais,  distinctly  states  that,  upon  reference  being  made  to 
him,  he  declined  any  interference  with  the  slaves;  but  that,  un- 
der insiruonons  formerly  sent  from  England,  they  were  per- 
miiied  to  land  in  Nass^au.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  C»\. 
Cockburn  would  have  to  expressed  liim?olf  if  he  had  Uien 
aware  that  a  maeietrale  of  the  colony  had  been  actively  em- 
ployed in  sending  the  slaves  on  shore. 

But,  although  the  unders'gned  ihiuks  it  rlglit  to  point  out  the 
dlscrepTPcy  to  Mr  Everett,  he  docs  not  consider  It  as  in  any 
way  affeciiiig  the  point  at  issue;  for,  admitting  that  the  magis- 
trate did  interfere  actively,  and  that,  in  the  Bb.<ence  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  "Ilerujosa,"  he  visited  llie  negroes,  and,  by  his  own 
authority,  sent  them  onshore,— it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
vessel  in  which  the  negroes  entered  Naeiwu  was  not  an  Ameri- 
can, but  a  British  vessel;  cons- quently,  that  the  magistrate  was 
called  upon  to  deal  with  her  and  her  crew  strictly  acoordit  ^  to 
Briiish  law;  and  that,  if  he  had  reason  to  suppose  thai  anv  iHe- 
gal  constraint  was  put  upon  the  liberties  or  inclinations  oriho^e 
whom  she  had  rescued,  it  was  his  boundcn  duty  to  pee  their 
freedom  vindicated,  and  the  persons  exercising  authority  on 
board  the  vessel  duly  punished.  For  this  reason,  the  under- 
signed CAnnot  admit  that  the  forcible  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  British  officer,  which  the  account  furnished  lo  Mr.  Everett 
states  to  have  taken  place,  would  have  formed  any  iust  cause 
of  complaint  fro-n  iho  late  owners  of  the  slaves;  still  less,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  violent  Infringement  of  the  authority  of  the 

American  captain.  .   .     .    . 

In  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Everett's  note,  it  is  suggested,  that 
if,  by  Ihe  act  of  the  28th  Augu.st,  1833.  British  law  requires  the 
liberation  of  the  slaves  in  question,  efleci  should  be  given  lo  that 
art  as  a  whole;  and  thai,  as  ii  has  provided  compensation  for 
British  slave-owners,  it  should  do  the  same  for  citizens  of  a 
foreign  fiiaie,  and  whose  slaves  may  be  liberated  by  being  driven 
within  its  Juristliclion.  .    , ,.     .  ^  u    ai  ^        i 

The  question  which  is  here  raised  has  been  so  fully  discussed, 
and  so  deliberately  drcldod  upon  a  former  occasion,  that  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  lo  do  more  than  refer  Mr.  Everett  to  what 
then  passed  between  Mr.  Stevenson  and  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment In  the  notes  addressed  bv  Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr.  stft. 
venson  on  the  7th  of  .January  and  the  llih  of  December,  1837, 
upon  the  case  of  the  "Enterprl3^»Mr.  Everett  will  find  stated 
St  leng'h  the  reasons  which  forbid  her  Majesty's  Government 
henceforward  to  eniertaln  the  question  of  compensation  for 
slaves  who  may  have  acquired  their  liberty  by  passing  under 
the  jurisdicilon  of  British  law. 

The  undersisned  cannot  hold  out  to  Mr.  Everett  aify  expecta- 
tion that  her  Majesty's  Government  will  recede  from  the  deter- 
mination then  tak'  n.  .  ,   .    ..„ 

The  sole  points  of  dlfPerence  between  the  case  of  the  "Enter- 
prise"  and  that  of  the  "Hermosa"  appear  lo  be— first,  that  the 
slaves  from  the  latter  vesfel  entered  the  port  of  their  lil>eration 
under  the  British,  and  not  under  the  American  flag;  and,  sec- 
ondlv,  that  the  time  of  their  liberation  was  subsequent  to  the 
complete  emancipation  of  the  slaves  In  the  British  colonies, 
when  even  the  apprenticet-hip  of  the  nesroes  had  ceased  lo  exist. 

The  undersigned  feels  assured  that  Mr.  Everett  will  see  in 
these  two  points  of  diff»;rrnce  no  cause  for  any  dr  vialion  from 
the  course  taken  by  her  Majesty'a  Government  on  the  former 
occasion,  when  it  was  decided  by  them,  'Mhat  slavery,  being 
now  abolished  throuehoul  the  British  empire,  there  can  be  no 
well  founded  claim  on  the  part  of  any  foreigner  for  compensa- 
tion in  respect  to  slaves,  who,  under  any  circumstances  what- 
ever,  may  come  into  ihc  Bri'ish  colonies,  any  more  than  there 
would  be  In  respect  to  slaves  who  might  come  into  the  United 

KingdoiTi."  ... 

The  undcrs-gned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  lo 
Mr.  Everett  the  assurance  of  his  diBiinguishcd  c^^Fi'^eration. 

ABERDEEN. 

Here,  then,  we  find  (coniinued  Mr.C.,)  that,  as 
late  as  the  20ih  May  la.st,  when  Lord  Ashburton 
was  writing  diplomatic  notes  about  adjourning  the 
settlement  of  this  question  to  London,  where  "ac- 
cess could  be  had  to  all  ihe  authorities,'^  the  Briii^fh 
Government  had  solemnly  decided  that  ''fheywovld 
not,  henceforward,  entertain  the  question  of  compen- 
sation for  slaves  leho  may  have  acquired  their  liberty 
bypassing  under  ilve  jurisdiction  of  Briiish  laics; ' 
and  "that,  slavery  being  now  abolished  thjoughoui 
ihe  British  emyire,  the  re  can  be  no  well-founded  claim 
on  the  part  of  any  foreigner  for  compensation  in  re- 
spect to  slaves  who,  under  any  circumstances  whatever, 
may  come  into  the  British  colonies''  No,  not  even 
when  the  vessels  containing  them  are  driven  there 
by  tempest,  like  the  Enterprise;  by  shipwreck,  like 
the  Hermosa;  or  by  mutiny  and  murder,  like  the 
Creole.  And  this  inhuman  doctrine— ibis  barbar- 
ous interpolation  of  the  code  of  international  law, 
which  imposes  a  penally  on  misfortune,  and  holds 
out  a  premium  to  insurrection  and  murder,  is  pro- 
mulgated at  the  very  moment  when  the  bloody  tra- 
gedy recently  enacted  on  board  the  Creole  had 
demonstrated  the  fatal  consequences  to  which  it 
would  inevitably  lead. 

[Mr.  Rives  here  interrupted  Mr.  C.  and  observed 
that  the  letter  of  Lord  Aberdeen  was  a  mere  refer- 
ence to  a  prior  decision  given  in  the  case  of  the 
Enterprise.] 

It  does  refer  (continued  Mr.  C.)  to  that  decision; 
but  it  expressly  adopts  and  confirms  ii;  and  the  refer- 
ence lo  a  case  which  this  body  had  already  pro- 
nounced to  have  been  a  violation  of  our  flag  and 
of  national  law,  only  renders  their  rejection  of  our 
demand  as  offensive  in  form,  as  it  was  unjust  in 
snbuance.  Why,  let  me  ask,  wa«5  this  letter,  re- 
jeriing  our  demand,  withheld  Irom  the  public, 
when  Mr,  Webster's  leU«r  lo  Mr.  Everett,  instruct- 
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inghimto  make  that  demand  and  demonatrattBr 
its  injustice,  was  paraded  in  every  newsptperin 
the  country,  even  before  it  had  reached  its  desUna- 
tionl  Why  was  the  smooth,  plausible  diplomaiic 
note  of  Lord  Ashburton,  who  was  not  auiborized 
to  negotiate  on  this  subject,  sent  to  this  body  alon 
with  ihis  treaty;  when  not  a  word  was  said  aboi 
the  plain,  unequivocal,  peremptory  answer  of  ik 
British  minister,  about  tne  extent  of  whoK  power 
there  could  be  no  dispute?  How  is  it  thai,  until 
yesterday,  the  very  existence  of  such  a  corres- 
pondence  was  unknown  to  this  bodyl  Was  ii  be- 
cause it  was  feared  that  such  a  letter  might  prove 
an  obstacle  to  the  ratification  afthis  treaty,  and  might 
revive  anew  those  feelings  of  indignation  which 
these  outrages  had  excited,  and  which  had  only  slum* 
bered  since  this  negotiation  had  been  set  on  fool? 

Mr.  President,  the  moment  that  this  aaswer  of 
Lord  Ashburton  was  known  here,  %ur  Govem- 
ment  should  have  made  the  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion a  sine  qwt  non-,  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  have 
broken  off  the    negotiation  at  once.    Had  this 
course  been  pursued,  depend  upon  it,  the  powers 
of  Lord  Ashburton  would  have  been  found  broad 
enough  to  cover  the  case,  or  have  been  speedily  en- 
la  rged.    Qentlemen  tell  us  that,  in  thai  event,  war 
would  have  been  inevitable;  and  one  would  almost 
fancy  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs  already  heard  the  distant  roar  of  Brit- 
ish artillery.   For  my  own  part,  I  entertain  no  such 
fears.    Embarrassed  as  she  is  in  her  finance?,  and 
encumbered  with  two  Asiatic  wars,  England  is  not 
more  anxious  or  better  prepared  for  war  (ban  we 
are.    She  would  never  go  to  war  for  the  sake  ot 
maintaining  a  principle  which  is  only  important  to 
her  as  a  means  of  annoying  us,  and   which  the 
voice  of  the  civilized  world  would  pronounce  lo  be 
erroneous.    Her  boasted  philanthropy  is  wonder- 
fully sagacious,  and  always  coincides  with  and 
subserves  her  interests.     But,  even  did  I  believe 
that  war  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
a  rejection  of  this  treaty,  I  would  not  permit  that 
belief  to  influence  my  decision.    True,  our  finances 
are  deranged,  our  treasury  exhausted,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  affairs  confided  to  hands  that 
neither  possess  nor  deserve  the  confidence  of  the 
country;  but  I  would  prefer  to  encounter  war,  under 
all  these  disadvantages,  than  to  purchase  an  ignomin- 
ous  peace  by  the  surrender  or  a  principle  of  such 
vital  importance.  I  would  not  permit  any  temponrr 
difficulties  to   create  permanent  misfortunes,    i 
would  treat  with  Great  Britain  asl  wo«ld  treat  with 
the  weakest  power  in  Christendom;  I  would  treat 
with  her  now,  as  I  would  when  our  affairs  are  most 
prosperous.  I  would  treat  with  her,  with  Tyler  for 
our  Fresident,as  I  would  with  Washington  or  Jack- 
son at  the  helm  of  Government.  And,afiera}l,ifwe 
ratify  this  treaty,  will  not  there  still  remain  sufficient 
cause  for  warl    Did  not  this  body,  two  years  ago, 
solemnly  declare  that  there  was,  when  ihev  pro- 
nounced the  seizure  of  the  slaves  on  board  iheM- 
terprise  a  violation  of  law  and  of  the  rights  of  our  cit- 
izen^ and  equivalent  to  an  invasion  of  ourdomaini 
Since  those  resolutions,  the  outrages  of  the  Her- 
mosa  and  the  Creole  have  been  superadded  to  that 
of  the  Eiiterprise.    If  there  was  cause  for  war  then, 
is  there  not  much  greater  cause  now?    If  these  res- 
olutions be  erroneous,  repeal  them.    If  the  princi- 
ples they  contain  be  correct,  preserve  your  ccnsist- 
ency,  and  maintain  them  at  whatever  sacrifice 
But  do  not  ratify  this  treaty,  and  leave  them  in  full 
force — ^a  recorded  sentence  of  self-condemnation. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  10th  article  of  the 
treaty  would  apply  to  cases  like  the  Creole;  and  that 
henceforward  ureat  Britain,  although  she  migbi 
still  continue  to  liberate  our  slaves  when  they  cam« 
within  her  grasp,  would  be  bound  to  surrender 
them  when  they  had  committed  murder.  1  hope, 
for  the  sake  of  humanity  and  the  honor  of  this 
country,  it  may  be  so;  but  there  is  a  clause  iu  that 
article  which  I  do  not  like,  and^rhich,  ifnoiia- 
serted  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  its  appiicaii^ 
tocases  of  this  description,  will,  1  am  conndeDi,be 
used  as  a  pretext  for  that  purpicise:  I  refer  ro  that 
clause  which  provides  that  "the  evidence  of  cm- 
inalUy  shall  be  according  ia  ike  laws  of  the  pw« 
where' the  fvgilive,  or  ferion  charged,  shall  be  found. 
Suppose,  sir,  that  a  slave,  in  attempting  to  reconr 
his  liberty,  murders  him  who  holds  him  in  custody: 
would  not  an  English  judge  (upon  whom  the  in- 
cision would  devolve)  decide  that,  according  tem 
laws  of  England,  there  w^s  no  criminalityl  Tiat 
the  reslrain't  on  the  peison  of  tlve  slave  was  an  bb- 
lawful  duress^a  violent  assault,  whit^h  jusitfiedoj 
excused  (he  kiilio$  of  hisi  who  conuoiued  ul  ) 
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do  not  say,  sir,  that  such  ought  to  be  the  decision. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  would  be  a  fair  and  honest  inter- 
pretation of  the  article.  But  I  do  say,  there  is 
enough  in  it  to  cavil  about — enough  to  afford  the 
English  Government  a  plausible  pretext  for  doing 
■^at  which  they  are  now  doing  without  a  pretext.* 


"The  foHowinc  ■ccount.«^iyon  b;  the  notorious  Tappan,  6ra 
conrereDCi  which  took  place  between  Lord  Ashburton  and  a 
eommiKee  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Anil-SIavery  Socieiy, 
shortly  aHer  the  retiftcellon  of  the  ir^a'/,  appeared  in  the  New 
York  Coarier  and  Enquirer  of  the  12ih  September  last.  If  we 
can  credit  ttiie  statement  (I  aduiil  of  doubtful  auibeniicity)  we 
have  already  a  commentary  on  thia  article  of  the  treaty  by 
the  minister  who  neigotiated  it,  declaring,  not  only  that  it  doea 
DOC  apply  to  casee  Hke  the  Creole,  but  that,  in  framing  the  trea* 

?,  ereai  care  had  been  taken  to  prevent  any  such  application, 
refer  to  this  publication  here^  not  only,  as  furnishing  some  in* 
dication  of  hie  Lordship's  views  on  this  subject,  hut  especi- 
ally ae  ao  evidence  of  ihe^nnexion  which  exists  between 
the  Abolitionists  pf  thia  ciuntry  and  the  Government  of 
Great  Britam.  How  diraased  must  be  the  stale  of  public 
opinion  in  a  community  which  can  tolerate,  within  its  bosom, 
foreign  societies  formed  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  war* 
line  against  the  fundamental  instituiiunn  of  the  country,  and 
does  not  cover  with  universal  opprobrium  American  citizens 
who  publicly  apfily  to  the  ambassador  of  a  foreign  nation  to 
protect  thera  against  the  acta  of  their  own  Govern menL 

"Abolition  Morality.— We  find  in  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce the  following  gioas  attack  upon  the  Aonor  and  Aone«/y 
of  ].orti  Aflhburton: 

^*\Ve  have  heretofore  alluded  to  the  fact,  that  the  Abolitionista 
have  openly  recommended  slaves  to  steal  from  their  roasters 
whenever  it  would  aid  theoi  inefToctini;  their  escape;  and  now 
Lewis  Tappan  would  have  the  world  believe  that  Lord  Ash* 
burton  approves  of  such  advice  ! 

'In  Jaw,  the  receiver  of  stolen  i;;oo<ia  Is  as  criminal  as  the  thief; 
and  in  morals,  all  must  agree  that  the  person  who  can  de- 
iiberately  advise  a  human  being  to  set  atnauRht  the  laws  of 
O'id  and  man,  and  justify— nay,  urge--^his  stecUinjr,  itould  him* 
self  bo  guilty  of  Me/I  when  an  opportunity  onered.  *Tkou 
$haU  not  steaV  h  one  of  God's  commandments;  and  he  who 
advisea  his  feHowbeing  to  violate  it.  would  undoubtedly  vlo* 
iate  it  hioisslf  If  secure  from  punienment. 

'^Andyei,  becaiiae  Ur.  Lewis  Tappan  and  some  of  his  asso* 
eiaten  are  witting  to  advise  others  to  steals  these  honest  and 
piODS  gentleman  infer  that  Lord  Ashburton  would  give  simi* 
lar  a<tvice  I  In  other  words,  they  in  fact  publish  his  Lordship 
as  a  THiKF. 

*'Let  the  reader  peruse  the  followiag,  and  form  hisfown 
opinion  of  Mr.  Tappan  and  bis  honest  aud  religious  asaoci* 
ates." — Ed*  Cour.  and  Enq. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 
INTERVIEW  Wirn  LORD  ASHBURTON. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  and  Foreign 
il mil- iS'la'pery  ;9oc/efy,  apprehending  that  the  tenth  article,  of 
the  treaty  luely  concluded  between  the  British  minister  and 
oor  Government,  might  be  used  to  the  injury  of  fugitive  slavea 
escaping  into  Canatla,  appointed  a  deputation  to  solicit  an  in* 
terview  with  Lord  Ashburton  just  t>efore  his  departure  for 
England,  to  lay  before  him  facta  in  relation  to  the  subject, 
which  might  be  communicated  to  his  Government.  Heverv 
readily  complied  with  the  request,  and  appointed  10  o'clock 
a.  m.  September  3d,  for  the  hiierview,  at  his  lodgings  at  the 
Aetor  Ilouse.  The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  8.  S.  Joce> 
lyn,  Leonard  Otbbs,  Le  Roy  Sunderland,  and  Lewis  Tappan. 
Mr.  Gerrii  Smith  being  present,  was  invited  to  accompany  the 
delegation.  The  delegation  was  courteously  receivea  by  Mr. 
Mildrnay,  secretary  of  the  special  miiHion  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty,  Mid  by  him  presented  to  Lord  Ashburton,  who  Invited 
them  to  be  eeaied,  expressed  much  satisfaction  at  seeing  them, 
and  entered  into  a  fratvk  and  full  conversation  on  the  subject 
for  which  the  interview  was  requested.  The  delegation,  alter 
congratulating  the  British  envov  bn  the  successful  termination 
nf  bi»  oiMon,  informed  him  or  the  particulars  of  the  case  of 
Netaon  ll^ckeit,  a  slave  who  fled  from  Arkansas  to  Canada, 
where  his  pursuers ovei took  him,  had  him  arrested  on  a  charge 
of  stealing  a  oat,  ^old- watch,  and  liorse  of  his  master.  Hackett 
was  imprisoned,  and  meantime  a  grand  jury  in  Arkansas  in* 
dictifd  him.  A  demand  was  forwarded  from  the  Governor  of 
Arkansas  to  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  for  his  surren- 
der. Sir  Charles^  Bigot  complied,  and  Hackett  was  taken  back 
to  Arkansas  The  delegation  stated  to  Lord  Ashburton  their 
apprehensions  that  such  a  course  occurring  without  any  treaty 
■Eipulation,  there  was  great  cause  of  apprehension  that,  under 
the  tenib  article  of  the  treaty,  which  provides  for  the  mutual 
surrender  of  all  persons  charged  with  certain  specified  crimes, 
no  faj^itive  slave  would  be  safe  in  Caiiadn,  when  it  is  notorious 
that  slaveholdera  allege  crimes  against  fugitive  slaves  as  one 
•xDodnnt  lor  (heir  reclamation. 

Lord  Ashburton  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  10(h  article, 
and  mentioned  several  f^articulars  of  the  discussion  that  took 
place,  both  on  that  topic  and  others  relating  to  slaves.  He  said 
that  it  was  ver^  desirable  to  have  an  article  in  the  treaty  to 
meet  caaes  simiJar  to  that  of  Holmes,  who  led  from  Canada 
into  Vermont,  andthecaraa  that  would  frequently  ariap,  con- 
siJerio?  the  extent  of  the  boidering  lines,  and  the  temniation  for 
criminals  to  Am  acroas  ttie  lines  in  hope  of  securing  inemselves 
ftom  arrest  and  punlshmeni.  The  Governor  of  Canada  waa 
anxioua  that  deserterssheuldbe  included;  but  as  Lord  A.  learned 
tliat  a  claim  would  be  put  in  for  the  delivering  up  of  fugitive 
slaves,  he  abandoned  the  queMion  of  deserters  Irom  her  Brltan 
nic  Majeaiy^a  possessions.  He  was  also  very  desirous  tosecure 
tbedeiirery  of  mutineers;  but  did  not  press  it,  lest  it  should 
involve,  on  the  part  of  his  Government,  the  delivery  of  slaves 
•ituated  as  were  those  on  board  the  Creole.  With  regard  to  the 
ra«e  of  the  slave  Ilackeit,  he  did  not  know  all  the  facts,  8ir 
C^harlea  Bagot  was  known  to  him,  and  he  did  not  believe  he 
^oukl  do  anything  intentionally  wrong.  But  he  had  just  en* 
fcred  upon  his  duties,  and  was  probably  desirous,  aithatjunc- 
r  ure,  of^  promoting  eoo<]  feeling  with  his  great  neighbor.  The 
fiar^ttbat  the  slave  had  taken  his  master'^  watch,  was  a  circum- 
«van4>e  that  neobably  wentaS'Unst  him.  *'ILiJ  he  only  taken  the 
tiorae,"  saidlw4>rd  A.,  (looking  at  (Jerrii  Smtih,  significanily, 
fhau£h  he  rbuidnoi  be  supposed  ever  to  have  rt-iul  the  advice 
of  that  gentleifian  to  fugitive  slavey)  ''he  would  not  probably 
Have  been  iurraodered;  for  you  know  the  horse  was  necessary 
f«r  his  cacipe."   Lurd  A.  nid  that,  io  framiog  the  lOth  aiUcie,    J 


Some  gentlemen,  I  know,  although,  like  myself, 
they  do  not  entirely  approve  this  treaty,  are  yet 
willing  to  vote  for  it  as  the  price  of  peace.  How- 
ever anxious  I  may  be  to  preserve  peace,  I  am  not 
willing  to  purchase  it.  1  differ  from  them,  moreover. 
I  do  not  believe  any  peace  will  be  permanent,  as 
long  as  this  agitating  subject  remains  unsettled. 
England  has  told  you  that  the  door  of  negotiation  on 
this  subject  is  closed.  It  will  never  be  re-opened, 
except  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  If  you  were  to 
go  to  war  now,  it  would  be  the  war  of  the  whole 
country.  From  the  banks  of  the  Penobscot  to  the 
Mississippi,  we  would  present  an  unbroken  front. 
But,  once  separate  these  questions  j  let  the  North  set- 
tle those^  in  which  she  is  more  immediately  inter- 
ested, and  leave  the  South  alone  with  its  wrongs 
unredressed ;  and  you  increase  the  chances  of  war, 
while  you  diminish  those  of  its  successful  prosecu- 
tion. "Your  forbearance  now  will  only  increase 
the  insolence  of  Great  Britain,  and  encourage  the 
repetition  of  outrages  like  those  of  the  Hermosa 
and  the  Creole.  She  will  unfurl  the  banner  of  ab- 
olition still  more  conspicuously  before  the  eyes  of 
your  slaves.  She  will  accustom  them  to  consider 
her  as  their  benefactress,  the  champion  of  their 
rights,  the  avenger  of  their  wrongs ;  and  when 
war  does  come — as  come  it  will— she  may  then  hope 
to  realize  her  threat  of  being  welcomed  by  them  as 
a  deliverer,  and  her  flag,  wherever  it  appears,  be- 
coming the  signal  of  servile  insurrection. 

great  care  had  been  taken  that  inferior  magistrates  in  Canada 
should  have  no  authoriiy  to  surrender  fugitives,  as  had  been 
urged  by  the  other  party;  and  that  only  the  Governor  himself 
could  perform  an  art  or  so  great  im|H)rtance.  Great  care  would 
be  taken,  he  had  no  doubt,  to  protect  the  innocent;  and  that  the 
taking  of  any  aiticie  necessary  to  effect  an  escape  would  not 
be  consideied  felonious.  If,  said  he,  the  operation  of  the  10th 
article  prove  injurious,  he  had  no  doubt  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  put  an  end  to  it,  agreeably  to  another  pro- 
vision of  the  treaty,  viz:  "The  lOih  article  shall  continue  in 
force  until  one  or  the  other  party  shall  signify  its  wish  to  ter< 
minate  it,  and  no  longer." 

Lord  Ashburton  said  that,  when  the  delegation  came  to  read 
bis  correspondence  with  Ur.  Webster,  they  would  see  that  he 
had  taken  all  poasiblecare  to  prevent  any  injury  being  done  to 
tlie  people  of  color;  that,  if  he  had  even  been  willing  to  intro* 
duce  an  article  including  casea  siniilar  to  that  of  the  Creole,  bis 
Goveniment  would  never  have  ratified  it,  as  they  will  adhere 
to  the  great  principles  they  have  so  long  avowed  and  main- 
tiined;  and  that  the  friends  of  the  slave  in  England  would  be 
very  watchful  to  see  that  no  wrong  practice  took  place  under 
the  tenth  article. 

The  delegation  now  rose,  and,  after  thanking  Lord  Ashburton 
for  the  candid  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  had  received 
their  communications,  and  answered  their  inquiries— wishing 
the  divine  bleasing  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  perpetuating 
peace  between  the  respective  countries,  and  protecting  the 
rights  of  the  oppressed,  and  a  safe  and  speedy  return  to  his  na« 
live  land— took  ilielr  leave,  highly  graUfied  with  the  courtesy, 
fianknesB,  iotelligenee,  and  philanthropy  of  this  distinguished 
nobleman.  Believing  the  above  statement  will  bo  interesting 
to  your' readers,  especially  to  those  who  labor  and  pray  for  the 
slave— for  the  poor  fugitive,  particularly— that  it  will  tend  to 

^oiet  the  fears  of  the  twelve  thousand  colored  inhabitants  oi 
anada,  most  of  whom  have  fled  from  Southern  slavery,  and 
their  numerous  friends  ou  both  sides  of  the  line;  and  that  there 
will  be  found  an  additional  occasion  for  the  thankfulness  to 


God,  that  hehas^  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  American 
and  British  ministen^  brought  about  a  peace  that  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  lasting.    I  remain,  very  respectfully,  vours, 
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BRITISH  TREATY. 

SECRET  SESSION. 

SPEECH  oFmR.  rives, 

OF  VIRGINIA. 

H  Senate^  August  17  and  19,  184'2 — On  the  treaty 
with  Qreat  Britain. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  the  treaty  had  been  referred, 
not  having  been  able,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time 
allowed  by  the  now  advanced  stage  of  the  session, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  of  early  action  on  the 
subject,  to  make  a  formal  and  written  report,  it  de- 
volved on  him,  as  the  organ  of  the  committee,  to 
state  the  views  and  considerations  by  which  the 
committee  had  been  influenced,  in  recommending 
to  the  Senate  to  give  the  constitutional  sanction  of 
their  "advice  and  consent"  to  its  ratification.  He 
begged  leave  to  say,  in  the  outset,  that,  in  forming 
their  judgment  on  the  grave  question  submitted  to 
them,  the  committee  had  felt  themselve.«?  bouml,  by 
the  most  solemn  of  all  obligations,  to  discard  from 
their  minds  every  consideration  bat  such  as  apper- 
tained to  the  true  interest  and  honor  of  their  coun- 
try. They  bad  felt  that  it  would  be  to  betray  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  Senate,  and  to  show 
ihem«elves  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try, if  they  could,  for  a  moment,  permit  themselves, 
in  pursuit  of  party  objects,  or  under  ihe  influence  oi 
personal  or  political  prejudices,  to  turn  aside^from 


the  national  question,  to  inquire  by  whdm  the  treaty 
had  been  negotiated,  or  whose  name  stood  sub- 
scribed to  it.  They  have  looked  to  the  treaty  in 
itself,  isolated  from  every  invidious  reference  to 
persons  or  parties;  and  have  pronounced  upon  its 
acceptance  or  rejection  as,  in  their  best  judgment, 
the  interests  and  honor  of  the  nation  demand. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  embrace  three  dis- 
tinct objects:  an  exact  and  permanent  definition  of 
the  boundaries,  where  they  had  been  the  subject  of 
doubt  oV  dispute,  "between  the- territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  the  adjacent  provinces  of  Great  Brit- 
ain; a  plan  of  co-operation  for  the  more  eflectual 
suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade;  and  an 
agreement  for  the  mutual  surrender,  in  certain 
cases,  of  criminals  fugitive  from  justice.  The 
first  of  these  objects,  from  its  intimate  connexion 
with  the  tranquillity  of  the  frontier,  and  the  peace 
of  the  two  countries — on  several  recent  occasions 
exposed  to  imminent  hazard  of  interruption,  from 
intrusions  on  the  disputed  territory,  and  the  conflict- 
ing jurisdictions  exercised  over  it — naturally  occu- 
pies the  foreground  of  the  treaty. 

The  merits  of  the  controversy  respecting  our 
Northeastern  boundary,  and  the  respective  claims 
and  arguments  of  the  two  parties  In  regard  tt*  it, 
are  too  well  known' to  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  R.,)to 
require  any  recapitulatidh  of  them  at  my  hands. 
A  brief  retrospect  of  the  history  of  the  controversy, 
however,  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Senate  to 
comprehend  the  position  of  the  question  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  negotiations  which  terminated' in 
this  treaty  were  entered  upon. 

The  second  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  describes  the  Northeastern  boundary 
of  the  United  States  as  follows :  "  Beginning  at  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  wit:  that  angle 
which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from 
the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands; 
along  the  said  highlands,  which  divide  those  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fal)  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to 
the  northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river," 
and  then,  pursuing  the  description  of  the  boanda- 
ries  of  the  United  Stales  around  their  whole  terri- 
tory, on  the  north,  the  west,  and  the  south,  it  re- 
turns to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Maine  in  the' fol- 
lowing words:  "  East  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth, 
in  the  Bav  of  Fundy,  to  its  source;  and  from  its 
source,  directly  north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands, 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river  Si..  Law- 
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rence. 

Nothing  could  afibrd  a  more  striking  evidence 
of  the  extremely  defective  knowledge  of  the  geog- 
raphy of  the  country  in  question,  which  existed  at 
the  time  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
than  the  fact,  that,  in  the  very  first  year  succeeding 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  a  serious  controversy 
arose  between  the  high  contracting  parties  as  to 
which  was  this  river  St.  Croix^  here  called  for  as 
a  natural  boundary  between  their  adjacent  posses- 
sions. There  were  three  rivers  emptying  them- 
selves into  Passamaquoddy  bay,  a  part  of  ihe  Bay 
of  Pundy^  fas  it  was  subsequently  formally  declared 
to  be,*)  eacn  one  of  which,  it  seemed,  had,  some 
time  or  other,  passed  under  the  name  of  the  St. 
Croix.  This  territorial  c(ww?rfvo/err<7r5,  like  all  other 
questions  of  disputed  boundary,  was,  on  several 
occasions,  near  producing  tragical  results,  by  em- 
broiling the  authorities  and  population  adjacent  to 
the  con-roverted  limits.  The  most  eastern  river 
was  claimed  by  the  United  States  as  the  true  St. 
Croix— the  western  by  Great  Britain.  Finally, 
afier  lowering  over  the  peace  of  the  frontiers  for 
ten  years,  this  controversy  was  put  in  a  train  of 
amicable  adjustment  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  (com- 
monly called  Jay's  treaty,)  which  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  Joint  commissioners  to  determine 
which  was  the  river  truly  intended  under  the  name 
of  the  St.  Croix,  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  The  com- 
missioners met,  and  in  1798  closed  their  delibera- 
tions, by  declaring  an  intermediate  river,  called  the 
Scoodiac,  to  be  the  true  St.  Croix  of  the  treaty- 
which  has  been,  accordingly,  ever  since  recognised 
and  observed  as  the  actual  boundary  of  the  Uni  cd 
States  in  that  quarter,  and  to  that  extent. 

In  a  very  short  time  after  thisportion  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary  was  ascertained  and  established, 
new  difficuliies  and  uncertainties  arose  in  follow- 
ing  it  out,  according  to  the  tenns  of  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  decision  of  the  commissioners,  under 
the  treaty  of  17i)4,  in  identifying  the  true  river  St. 
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Croix,  and  in  fixing  its  source,  had  established  the 
terminus  a  quo^  from  which  the  boundary  in  ques- 
tion was  to  06  run.  But  the  terminus  ad  quem^  to 
which  it  was  to  be  continued— to  wit:  the  highlands 
dividinij  the  tributary  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  Atlantic,  which  lay  due  north  from  the 
source  of  the  St.  Croix— remained  to  be  ascertained; 
and  ^Yietith/y  were  ascertained,  the  northwestern- 
most  head  of  the  Connecticut  riv^er,  (another  termi- 
nus to  which  .the  boundary  along  tfusaid  highlands 
was  to  be  continued,)  was  also  to  be  identified  and 
established.  Both  of  these  termini  were  supposed 
lobe  involved  in  doubt  by  the  actual  geography  and 
physical  conformation  of  the  country.  The  high- 
lands described  in  the  treaty  were  said  to  have  no 
definite  existence  in  nature;  and  the  various  sources 
of  the  Connecticut  river,  and  their  relative  position, 
produced  confusion  in  determining  which  was  the 
true  north  western  most  source  referred  to  by  the 
treaty  of  peace.  For  the  "adjustment  of  these  un- 
certainties," by  the  agency  of  a  joint  commission 
formed  on  the  model  of  that  of  Jay's  treaty  in  re- 
gard to  the  St.  Croix  river,  a  convention  was  con- 
cluded by  Mr.  Rufus  King  with  Lord  Hawkesbnry, 
in  May,*l803,  under  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, then  Secretary  of  State.  This  convention  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  its  ratification,  with  the  exception  of  its 
fifth  article,  relating  to  the  northwestern  bounda- 
ry between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  which,  it  was  apprehended,  might  con- 
flict with  the  territorial  claims  of  the  United  Slates 
nnderthe  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from 
France;  which  had  been  concluded    twelve  days 

Erevious  to  the  convention  with  Lord  Ilawkes- 
ury,  but  which  fact  was  not  known  to  either  of 
the  negotiators  at  the  signature  of  the  latter.  The 
change  thus  made  by  the  Senate  not  being  acceded 
to  by  the  British  Government,  the  convention  failed 
to  take  effect. 

Thus  stood  the  question  in  regard  to  the  North- 
eastern boundary,  without  any  new  arrangement 
to  obviate  or  adjust  the  uncertainties  which  had 
arisen,  until   the  treaty  of  Ghent.    By  the    fifth 
article  of  thai  treaty,  it  was  agreed  that  two  com- 
missioners should  be  appointed — one  by  each  par- 
ty— to  ascertain  and  determine  where  is  the  point 
ofintersection.or^ngle  called  the  northwest  angle 
of  No^  Scotia,  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north 
from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  highlands, 
as  described  in  the  treaty  of  peace;  and  also  the 
north  westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river;  and 
to  cause  the  entire  boundary,  from  the  source  of 
the  St.  Croix  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  marked,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  saidireatv  of  peace;  and  if  these  commission- 
ers should  differ  in  opinion  on  the  matters  referred 
lo  them,  then  their  differences  were  to  be  referred 
to  some  friendly  sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named 
lor  the  purpose,  whase  decision  should  be  final  and 
conclusive  on  all  the  matters  so  referred.  The  com- 
missioners appointed  under   the   treaty  of  Ghent 
having  radically  differed  in  their  views  of  the  true 
boundary,  a  convention  was  entered  into  between 
the  two  Governments,  in  September,  1827,  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  stipulated  reference  to  some 
friendly  sovereign;  agreeing  to  proceed,  in  concert, 
to  the  cnoice  of  such  friendly  sovereign,  and  reg- 
ulating various  details  connected  with  the  arbitia- 
lion.    The  King  of  the  Netherlands  was,  by  the 
concurrent  act  of  the  two  Governments,  subse- 
quently chosen   as  the  arbiter;  and,  in  January, 
1831,  he  pronounced  his  award — declaring,  in  ef- 
fect, that  neither  the  line  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  to  the  north  of  the  river  St.  John,  nor  that 
claimed  by  Great  Britain,  to  the  south  of  that  riv- 
er, fulfilled  the  description  of  the  boundary  con- 
lained  in  the  treaty  of  peace;  that  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  were  too  vague  and  indeterminate  to  ad- 
mit of  satisfacU)ry  execution,  when  applied  to  the 
actual  topography  of  the  country;  and  that,  there- 
fore, "il  will  be  suitable  {it  conv'iendra)  to  adopt  as 
the    boundary  of  the    two  Slates"  a  line  which 
drawn  from  ihe  source  of  the  St.  Croix  till  it  inter- 
sect the  river  St,  John,  shall  continue  along  that 
river  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis;  thence  along 
the  St.  Francis,  to  its  souihweslernmost  head;  and 
ihence,  bv  a  due- west  course,  to  the  line  claimed  by 
the  United  Slates. 

This  award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  in 
proposing  the  adoption  of  a  new  boundary,  was 
considered  as  a  departure  from  the  question  sub- 
mitted for  his  decision  by  ihe  terms  of  lh<»  refer- 
ence, and  was  held,  therefore,  uot  lobe  ublij^aiory 
pQ  the  parties.    The  Senate  of  the  United  Siale>, 
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before  whom  the  award  was  laid  by  the  President 
for  their  advice  on  the  sabjeci,  expressed  an  opin- 
ion unfavorable  to  its  acceptance;  and  from  that 
time  down  to  the  special  misr.ion  of  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton,  a  series  of  hailing  and  abortive  negotiations 
has  been  going  on  between  the  two  Government.s, 
terminating  in  nothing,  and  leaving  ihii  disturb- 
ing c  niiroversy  a.s  far  as  ever  from  sctilemeni;  the 
peaceof  the  twocnintries,  in  the  mean  time,  ex- 
posed to  perpetual  danger  of  interruption,  by  collis 
ions  on  the  debatable  frontier. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  thus  briefly  retraced  the  his- 
tory of  this  controversy,  and  exhibited  ihe  mutual 
proceedings  of  ihe  two  Governments  in  regard  to 
ii__not  With  any  purp  >^e  of  weakening  or  impugn- 
ing the  just  tiile  of  the  United  States  to  the  territo- 
ry claimed  by  them  as  being  within  the  limits  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  of  peace;  on  the  contrary, 
he  felt  in  his  own  mind  a  clear  conviction  of  the 
justice  and  validity  of  the  American  claim  as 
resting  on  the  lenns  of  the  treaty.  He  believed 
that  the  boundary  claime<l  by  the  United  States 
fulfilled  the  literal  description  contained  in  the 
ireaiy,  and  that  it  was  the  only  boundary  which 
did  fulfil  that  description.  He  had,  therefore, 
heartily  concurred  in  the  resolution  unanimously 
passed  in  this  bodv,  four  years  ago,  affirming  our 
conviciionof  the  right  of  ifie  United  States  under 
the  treaty  of  peace;  and  such,  he  was  authorized  lo 
say,  was  still  the  opinion  entertained  by  every 
member  of  the  committee.  But,  while  this  was 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  and  o(  the  Senate,  and, 
without  doubt,  of  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens 
cf  the  United  Slates  who  have  investigated  the  sub- 
ject, il  is  impossible  for  us,  looking  at  the  public 
and  solemn  acts  of  the  nation  through  iis  recog- 
nised organs,  now  to  stand  uncompromisingly  on 
the  ground  of  ri^A^  We  have*  admitted,  over 
and  over  again,  that  the  question  is  one  open  lo 
doubt  and  controversy;  and,  as  such,  we  have  agreed 
to  make  it  a  subject  o(  arbitration;  and  the  opinion 
of  the  arbiter,  however  wanting  in  legal  obligation, 
has  yei  been  pronounced  before  the  world  against 
our  claim. 

The  Senate  has  seen,  from  the  review  just 
presented,  ihat,  not  only  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and 
the  subsequent  convention  of  1827,  had  we  abandon- 
ed the  ground  of  dear  and  incontestable  righi;  but 
that,  at  a  long  antecedent  period,  by  the  convention 
of  1803  between  Mr.  King  and  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
(an  arrangement  unanimously  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  so  far  as  the  Northeastern  boundary  was 
concerned,)  we  had  agreed  to  bring  our  claims  into 
lit igit ion  before  a  mixed  tribunal  of  arbitrament, 
to  be  specially  constituted  for  the  purpose.  The 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  [Mr.  Jefferson,] 
in  communicating  the  conclusion  of  that  arrange- 
mentto  Congress,  accompanied  it  with  the  follow- 
ing pregnant  remarks:     ^ 

"  A  ftinher  knowledes  or  Uia  ground  in  the  northeutern  Rn<l 
nnrihvresternani^leiiof  Ihe  Unired  StAUta  hat  evinced  Lhnt.  the 
bnundariei  established  by  the  treaty  of  Pariii,  l>eiwe«ii  the  Brit* 
Ish  terriioriee  and  otira  in  lh<v»o  partu,  were  loo  impei/<ctly  de- 
scribed to  be  susceptible  of  expcution.  It  has,  ihrreiore,  be<»n 
th')u;hi  worthy  of  aitention,  for  preserving  and  chenahinf  the 
hnrinony  and  useful  interrniirre  tfubsisiing  between  the  two  na- 
tion*, to  remove,  by  limc'y  anangementa,  what  unfavorable 
Incldenta  might  otherwiso  render  «  ground  of  future  niisiuider- 
«nndm«.  A  convention  has,  therefore,  been  entered  into,  which 
provides  for  a  practicable  demarcation  of  those  limita,  ti^  the 
scUiM/aclionofboth  parties." 

Mr.  Madison,  in  the  instructions  given  by  him 
to  Mr.  King  for  the  negotiation  of  the  convention, 
used  language  of  similar,  and  not  less  significant 
import: 

"In  firing,"  «id  he,  "«hc  point  at  which  the  line  is  toter- 
minate,  and  which  la  referred  (oaathe  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  difliculiy  arises  from  a  reference  of  the  treaty  of 
1783io'thehigh'and«,*  which  it  ie  now  fvtnd  hare  no  dffi. 
tiite  exinttnce.  To  remove  this  difficulty,  no  better  expedient 
occurs  than  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  third  commis 
rioner,  as  in  article  five  of  the  treaty  of  1794;  and  to  autHorizs 
the  three  to  determine  on  a  p.Mnt  to  be  eubetifufed  for  the  de^ 
scripiion  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  having  due 
regard  to  the  general  idea  that  the  lin«  ought  to  terminate  on  the 
elevated  ground  dividing  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantic, 
from  ihoi»o  emptying  themselves  into  the  df.  Lawrence.  The 
commissioners  may  also  be  authorized  loeubetitufe  for  the  de- 
scription of  the  h-fimdary  between  the  iKjIot  so  fixed  and  the 
north  westernmost  head  of  the  Connecticut  river— namely,  a  line 
*along  the  said  highlands;"— such  a  referenc**  to  intermediate 
sources  of  rivers,  or  oilier  ascertained  or  ascertainable  points, 
to  be  connected  hy  straight  lines,  ns  will  admit  of  f>a$>y  and 
accurate  execution  hereafter,  and  ns  will  best  comport  with  the 
apparent  intention  of  the  treaty  of  17S3  " 

Here  we  have  an  instruction  from  one  of  the  most 
cautious,  as  well  as  able  and  enlightened  statesmen, 
that  ever  presided  over  the  department  of  our  for- 
eign relations,  expressly  authorizing  the  minister 
of  the  United  Slates,  on  the  eround  of  the  imprac- 
ticability of  finding  Ihe  limits  desciibed    in  the 


treaty  of  1783,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  to  snd>- 
stilule—tiolf  as  has  been  said,  a  jmnl  only,  but— a 
continuous  and  long  line  ofooujidary  bet  wean  that 
point  and  another,  for  the  lines  and  angles  described 
in  the  treatv. 

* 

After  these  various  and  repeated  acts  of  the  ni^^^ 
tional  authorities,  acknowledging,  in  one  form  o^^B 
another,  the  donbts  and  difficulties  which  stood  in^^^ 
the  way  of  the  actual  demarcation  of  the  boundary 
in  question,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  1783,  it  seems  to  the  committee  too  late  in  the 
day,  consistently  with  a  proper  regard  for  the  peace 
of  nations  and  the  opinion  of  the  world,  to  plant 
ourselves  now  sternly  and  inflexibly  on  the  ground 
of  a  clear^  manifest^  and  ineonlrovertibU  right  U) 
the  precise  line  of  boundary  we  claim.  11  the 
honor  ojf  the  country,  as  is  now  a5^erted,  demanded 
that  the  summumjus  of  o€r  claims,  in  regard  to 
the  disputed  boundary, should  have  been  rigoronslT 
insisted  on  in  the  laie  negotiation,  then  that  honor 
has  been  long  since  irretrievably  prostrated  in  the 
dust.  It  was  sacrificed  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  by  (he 
convention  of  1603,  by  the  Ghent  negotiations  in 
1814,  by  the  arbitration  arrangerrent  of  1827;  it 
was  betrayed  by  Washington,  Jefferson,  and  Madi- 
son; and  trampled  wider  foot  by  every  successive  ad- 
ministration that  has  beea  charged  with  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country,  from  the  peace  of  17^  to 
the  present  day.  How  would  even  our  hero  Presi- 
dent, the  venerable  Jackson — at  whose  lofty  tone  ia 
the  foreign  intercourse  of  the  nation  the  world 
stood  surprised— how  would  even  he  stand,  it  tried 
bv  this  new  standard  of  diplomatic  chivalry?  Da- 
nng  the  period  of  his  administration,  repeated  en- 
tries were  made  on  the  disputed  territory  by  agents 
of  the  neighboring  British  provincial  autnorities, 
who  arrested  our  citizens,  seized  their  property, 
and  transported  both  one  and  the  other  into  a  for- 
eign jurisdiction.  Did  he  summon  the  nation  to 
arms  for  this  hostile  invasion  of  our  ierriloryl — as 
it  assuredly  was,  if  the  principle  now  so  cheaply 
put  forward,  of  the  incontrovertible  justice  and  va- 
lidity of  our  title  to  the  boundary  we  claimed,  be 
correct.  No,  sir;  he  knew  that,  however  strong 
might  be  our  conviction  of  the  justice  of  oar  claim, 
there  were  two  sides  to  the  question— the  adver- 
sary claim  resting  on  grounds  which  we  had,  by 
the  most  solemn  national  acts,  recognised  to  be 
fair  topics  of  discussion;  and  that  we  coald  not 
justify  ourselves  to  the  moral  sense  of  mankind,  in 
rashly  taking  the  decision  of  the  question  into  oar 
own  hands. 

The  truth  is,  that  no  administration  has  ever 
shown  a  greater  disposition  to  settle  this  qaesUon 
with  Great  Britain,  on  principles  oi ccmpromise  and 
concession^  than  did  that  of  General  Jaokson.     It  is 
well  known  that  his  opinions  and  inclinations  were 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  the  award 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands;  and  that  the  objec- 
tions of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  the  action  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject,  alone  prevented  his  acceding 
lo   the  new  conventional   line  proposed  by   that 
award.    When,  Irom  these  causes,  the  adjustment 
under  the  mediation  of  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands failed.  President  J ackscn  immediately  sought, 
hy  a  provisional  arrangement  with  the  Slate  of 
Maine,  for  an|  indemnity  to  be  paid  her  by  the 
United  States  in  other  lands,  to  arm  himself  with 
the  necessary  sanction  of  her  assent,  to  agree  with 
Great  Britain  upon  a  new  boundary  line,  in  place 
of  that  of  the  treaty  of  1783.    An  arrangement  to 
th^t  effect  was  actually  entered  into  by  three  distin- 
guished public  functionaries  duly  authorized  by 
the  President,  with  three  other  gentlemen  a<(  agenis 
of  the  State  of  Maine;  but  not  being  ratified  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  when  submitted  to  them, 
the  negotiation,  upon  that  basis,  was  occessarilv 
abandoned.    Being  thus  forced  back  upon  new  ef- 
forts to  settle  and  ascertain  the  boundary  as  it  exist- 
ed under  the  treaty  of  peace,  General  Jacksoa 
authorized  a  proposition  of  extreme  liberality  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Brilish  minister.    Hitherto,  in 
all  the  discussions  upoL  thes  ubject,as  well  as  in  the 
explorations  and  surveys  made  to  determine  the 
boundary,  one  thing  had  been  assumed  as  certota 
and  fixed— \Q  wit :  that,  from  the  source  of  the  Sl 
Croix,  the  boundary,  in  the  express  language  of 
the  treaty,  should  be  run  directly  north  lo  the  high- 
lands, &c.',  and  this  had  been  invariably  considered 
a  main  pillar  of  the  argument  in  support  of  the 
American  claim.    General  Jackson,  in  nis  earnest 
desire  to  bring  this  long-pending  controversy  to  aa 
amicable  termination,  ana  with  an  accommoidatiB^ 
and  liberal  spirit  whieh  was  emphatically  acknowr 
edgi-d  by  the  Brilish  Government,  now  projxxded^ 
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through  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  McLaoe,  succes- 
sirely  Secretaries  of  Slate,  that  the  commissioners 
should  be  no  longer  restricted  by  the  due-north  line 
jn  determining  the  trae  boundary ;  but,  discarding 
that  line,  if  they  thought  proper,  they  should  be  atli- 
^  berty  to  seek  the  highlands  described  in  the  treaty,  to 
W  the  west  of  the  meridian  of  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix,  and  in  any  part  of  the  disputed  territory  north 
&r  souih  of  the  river  St.  John.  What  seemed  mainly 
to  produce  the  hesitation  of  the  British  Government 
in  acceding  to  this  proposition,  was,  the  doubt  enter- 
tained by  it  whether  the  assent  of  the  State  of  Maine 
(which  had  nor,  and  probably  could  not,  be  obtained) 
would  not  be  as  necessary  to  give  effect  to  an  ar- 
rangement on  this  basis,  as  on  that  of  an  avowed 
conventional  line. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  therefore,  in  looking 
back  to  the  public  and  solemn  acts  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  its  successive  administrations,  that 
the  time  has  passed,  if  it  ever  existed,  when  we 
could  be  justified  in  making  the  precise  line  of 
boundary  claimed  by  us  the  sub}cci  of  a  sine  qua 
non  of  negotiation,  or  of  the  ultima  ratio  of  an 
assertion  by  force.  Did  a  second  arbitration,  then, 
afford  the  prospect  of  a  more  satisfactory  resultl 
This  expedient  seemed  to  be  equally  rejected  by 
all  parties— by  the  United  States,  hv  Great  Britain, 
and  by  the  State  of  Maine.  If  such  an  alternative 
should  be  contemplated  by  any  one  as  preferable 
to  the  arrangement  which  has  been  made,  it  is  fit 
to  bear  in  mind  the  risk  and  uncertaintVf  as  well 
as  the  inevitable  delay  and  expense,  incident  to  that 
mode  of  decision.  We  have  already  seen,  in  the 
instance  of  the  arbitration  by  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  how  much  weight  a  tribunal  of  that 
sort  is  inclined  to  give  to  the  argument  of  coftve- 
nience^  and  a  supposed  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  against  the  literal 
and  positive  terms  employed  by  the  instrument  in 
its  description  of  limits.  Is  there  no  danger,  in  the 
event  of  another  af  bitration,  that  a  farther  research 
into  the  public  archives  of  Europe  might  bring  to 
lightsome  embarrassing  (even  though  apocryphal) 
document,  to  throw  a  new  shade  of  plausible  doubt 
on  the  clearness  of  our  title,  in  the  view  of  a  sov- 
eign  arbiterl  Such  a  document  has  already  been 
communicated  to  the  committee;  and  i  feel  it  (said 
Mr.  R.)  to  be  my  duly  to  lay  it  before  the  Senat^, 
that  they  may  fully  appreciate  its  bearings,  and  de- 
termine for  themselves  the  weight  and  importance 
which  belong  to  iL  It  is  due  to  the  learned  and 
distinguished  gentleman,  (Mr.  Jared  Sparks  of  Bos- 
ton,) by  whom  the  document  referred  to  was  dis- 
covered in  the  archives  of  France,  while  pursuing 
his  laborious  and  intelligent  researches  connected 
with  the  history  of  our  own  country,  that  the  ac- 
count of  it  should  be  given  in  his  own  words,  as 
contained  in  a  communication  addressed  by  him  to 
the  Department  of  State.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to 
read  from  that  communication: 

"While  purmiing  1117  ratearches  among  the  Toluininoat  pe 
p«r8  rotating  to  the  American  Revolution  in  the  Aiehicta  des 
Affaires  EtrangertM  in  Parid,  I  found  in  one  of  the  bound 
▼Glumes  an  original  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  Count  de  Ver- 
genoes,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  irantcript: 

'Ta88T,  December  6,  1782. 
"81s:  1  have  the  honor  of  returning  herewith  the  map  your 
Excellency  sent  me  yesterdaj.  1  have  marked  with  a  strong  red 
hne,  according  to  your  desire,  the  limits  of  the  United  Sutea, 
a^  eeuled  in  the  preliminaries  between  the  British  and  American 
pieoipoientiariea# ' 

''With  great  respect,  1  am,  4tr., 

"B.  FRANKLIN." 

''This  letter  was  written  six  dajsaAer  the  preliminaries  were 
elgoed;  and  if  we  coutJ  procure  the  identical  map  menii<ned 
by  Franklin,  it  would  seem  to  atTord  conclusive  evidence  as  to 
1  he  nieanmg  affixed  by  the  commissioners  to  the  language  of 
the  treaty  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaiies.  You  may  well  sup< 
poeeihai  1  lost  no  time  in  making  inquiry  for  the  map,  mt 
•lotthUog  that  it  would  confirm  all  my  pievious  opinions  rc- 
6pcc4.iag  the  validity  of  our  claim.  In  ihe  geographical  de> 
pinment  of  the  Archives  are  sixty  thousand  maps  and  chai  \t\ 
buf  so  well  arranged  wih  caulogues  and  indexes,  ihat  any  one 
of  them  msy  be  easily  found.  Afier  a  little  lesearch  in  the 
American  division,  with  the  aid  of  the  keeper,  I  came  upon  a 
•nap  of  North  America,  by  D'Anville,  dated  1746,  in  size 
about  eighteen  inches  square,  on  which  was  drawn  a  atrovg 
rtd  line  throughout  the  eoiire  boundary  of  the  United  tStatt-ii, 
answering  precisely  to  Franklin's  dencription.  The  lino  is 
bnid  and  distinct  in  every  part,  made  with  red  ink.andopparcnt- 
ly  drawn  with  a  ha<r-pencil,  or  a  pen  with  a  blunt  point.  There 
is  no  other  cotoring  on  any  part  of  the  map. 

^'Imagine  my  surprise  on  discovering  that  this  line  runs  whrxl* 
Jy  sooth  of  the  Bt.  John's,  and  between  the  head  waten  of  liiat 
river  and  ih«we  of  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec.  In  shor<,  it  is 
azacfly  the  line  now  contended  for  by  Great  Britain,  except 
chat  it'concedes  more  than  is  claimed.  The  north  line,  after  i)e- 
p.irt}ne  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  instead  of  proceodmg 
to  Mars  Rill,  stops  far  short  of  that  point,  and  turns  off  to  the 
YTtst,  so  a«  TO  leave  on  the  British  side  all  the  streams  which 
llow  into  the  81.  John's,  between  the  source  of  the  8(.  Croix 
and  Mars  IltU.  It  is  evident  that  the  line,  frem  the  8t.  Croix  to 
Lite  Canadian  highlands,  is  itit^nded  to  exclude  alt  the  teaUra 
ruDAiog  into  ifae  8t  John's. 


"There  is  no  positive  proof  that  this  map  is  actually  the  one 
marked  bv  Franklin;  yet,  upon  any  other  supposition,  it  would 
be  difflcult  to  explain  the  eircumsiancesof  its  agreeing  so  per- 
fectly with  his  description,  and  of  its  beinff  preserved  in  the 
place  where  it  would  nainrally  be  deposited  by  Count  de  Ver 
gennee.  I  also  found  another  map  in  the  Archives,  on  whi'-h 
the  same  boundary  was  traced  in  a  dotted  red  line  with  a  pen, 
apparently  copied  from  the  other. 

"I  enclose  herewith  a  map  of  Maine,  on  which  I  have  drawn 
a  strong  black  line,  corresponding  with  the  red  one  above  men- 
tioned." 

I  am  far  from  intimating  (said  Mr.  Rives)  that 
the  documents  discovered  oy  Mr.  Sparks,  curious 
and  well  worthy  of  consideration  as  they  undoubt- 
edly are,  are  of  weight  sufficient  to  shake  the  title 
ot  ine  United  States,  founded  on  the  positive  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty  of  peace.  But  they  could  not 
tail,  in  the  event  of  another  reference,  to  give  in- 
creased confidence  and  emphasis  to  the  pretensions 
of  Qreat  Britain,  and  to  exert  a  coriesponding  in- 
fluence upon  the  mind  of  the  arbiter.  It  is  worth 
while,  in  this  connexion,  to  turn  to  what  Lord 
Asbburton  has  said,  in  one  of  his  communications 
to  Mr.  Webster,  when  explaining  his  views  of  the 
position  of  the  highlands  described  in  the  treaty  : 

"My  inspection  of  the  maps,  and  my  examination  of  the  docu- 
ments," says  his  Lordship,  "lead  me  to  a  very  strong  conviction 
that  the  highlands  contemplated  by  the  negotiator!  of  the  treaty 
were  the  only  highlands  then  known  to  them — at  the  fiend  of  the 
Penobscot^  Kennebec^  and  the  riverg  weal  of  the  St.  Croix; 
and  that  tliey  did  not  precisely  know  how  the  north  line  fiom 
the  St.  Croix  would  strike  them;  and  if  it  were  not  my  wish  to 
shorten  this  discussion,  I  believe  a  very  good  argument  might  be 
drawn  from  the  words  of  the  treaty  in  proof  oAhls.    In  the  ne 

Sntiations  with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  aftnrwards  with  Mr. 
IcLane,  this  view  seemed  to  prevail;  and,  as  you  are  aware, 
there  were  proposals  to  search  for  these  highlands  to  the  we^t, 
where  alone,  I  believe,  they  will  be  found  to  answer  peifectly  the 
description  of  the  trraiy.  If  thia  quealion  should  unfortu- 
nately go  to  a  further  reference,  J  ahould  by  no  meana 
despair  of  fi/nd%ng  aome  confix  motion  oj  thia  viiw  of  the 
caae." 

It  is  for  the  Senate  to  consider  (added  Mr. 
Rives)  whether  there  would  not  be  much  risk  of 
introducing  new  complications  and  embarrass- 
ments in  this  controversy,  by  leaving:  it  open  for 
another  litigated  reference;  and  if  the  British  Grov- 
emment — strongly  prepossessed,  as  its  minister  tells 
us  it  is,  with  the  justice  of  its  claims — would  not 
find  what  it  would  naturally  consider  a  persuasive 
"confirmation  of  its  view  of  the  case"  in  documents, 
such  as  those  encountered  by  Mr.  Sparks  in  his 
historical  researches  in  the  archives  of  France. 

A  map  has  been  vauntingly  paraded  here,  from 
Mr.  Jefierson^s  collection,  in  the  zeal  of  opposition, 
(without  taking  time  to  see  what  it  wa^,)  to  con- 
front and  invalidate  the  map  found  by  Mr.  Sparks 
in  the  Foreign  Office  at  Pari  ;  but,  the  moment  it  is 
examined,  it  is  found  to  sustain,  by  the  most  pre- 
cise and  remarkable  correspondence  in  every  fea- 
ture, the  map  communicated  by  Mr.  Sparks.  The 
Senator  who  produced  it,  could  see  nothing  but 
the  microscopic  doUed  line  running  off*  in  a  north- 
easterly direction;  but  the  moment  other  eyes  were 
applied  to  it,  there  was  fuund.  in  bold  relief,  a 
strong  red  line,  indicating  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  coin- 
ciding, minutely  and  exactly,  with  the  boundary 
traced  on  the  map  of  Mr.  Sparks.  That  this  red 
line,  and  not  the  hardly  visible  dotted  line,  was  in- 
tended to  represent  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  is  conclnsively 
shown  by  the  circumstance,  that  the  red  line  is 
drawn  on  the  map  all  around  the  exterior  boundary 
of  the  United  Statc-^; — through  the  middle  of  the 
Northern  Lakes,  thence  throagh  the  Lonj;  Lake  and 
the  Rainy  Lake  to  the  Lake  of  the  Wood^;  and 
from  the  western  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  river  Mississippi;  and  along  that 
river,  to  the  point  where  the  boundary  of  the  United 
Slates,  according  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  leaves  it; 
and  thence,  by  its  easterly  course,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Mary's,  on  the  Atlantic^ 

Here,  then,  is  a  most  remarkable  and  unforeseen 
confirmation)  of  the  map  of  Mr.  Sparks,  and  by  an- 
other map  of  a  most  imposing  character,  and  bearing 
every  mark  of  high  authenticity.  It  was  printed  and 
published  in  Paris  in  1784,  (the  year  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace,)  by  hmtr^^  graveur  du  Roi^  (en- 
graver of  maps,  &.c  to  the  King.)  It  is  formally  enti- 
tled, on  its  face,  a  "map  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, according  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783. — (Carte 
desEitatsUni'sderAmeriqne,suivantletraitldepaix 
de  1783.)  It  is  "dedicated  and  presented"  (dediee 
et  presentee)  "to  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  near  the  court  of  France,"  and  while 
Dr.  Franklin  yet  remained  in  Paris;  for  he  did  not 
return  to  the  tJnited  States  till  the  spring  of  the 
I  year  1785.    Is  there  not,  then,  the  most  plausible 


ground  to  argue  that  this  map,  professing  to  be  one 
constructed  "according  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
1783,"  an4  being  "dedicated  and  presented'  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  the  leading  negotiator  who  concluded 
that  treaty,  and  who  yet  remained  in  Paris  while 
the  map  was  published,  was  made  out  with  his 
knowledge,  and  by  his  directions;  and  that,  corres- 
ponding as  it  does  identically  with  the  map  found  by 
Mr.  Sparks  in  the  Archives  of  the  Foreign  Affairs  in 
Paris,  they  both  partake  of  the  same  presumptions 
in  favor  of  their  authenticity. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  design  to  dwell  farther  on 
these  matters.  That  the  knowledge  possessed  of 
the  country  bordering  on  the  northern,  and  north- 
eastern, and  northwestern  frontiers  or  the  United 
States,  was  exceedingly  imperfect  at  the  linae  the 
attempt  was  made  to  define  these  boundaries  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  is  admitted  by  our  whole 
diplomatic  history.  Exclusive  of  the  early  contro- 
versies respecting  the  true  river  St.  Croix,  and  the 
extension  of  our  boundary  from  the  nortnwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, (both  of  which  arose  from  the  imperfect  or  er- 
roneous notions  of  the  geography  of  the  country  ex- 
isting at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace,)  the 
remarkable  fact,  that  as  many  as  four  boards  of  com- 
missioners were  constituted  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
more  than  thirty  years  after  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  to  settle  and  determine  an  equal  number  of 
disputed  boundary  lines  on  the  northern  frontier  of 
the  United  States,  from  Passamaquoddy  Bay  10  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  is  in  itself  pregnant  evideuce 
of  the  necessarily  imperfect  description  of  limits 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  From  the  want 
of  known  and  recognised  landmarks,  or  familikr 
natural  monuments,  in  a  country  then  unpeopled 
and  unexplored,  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  were  compelled  to  act  very  much  in  the 
dark,  and  to  substitute,  for  a  plain  reference  to 
known  and  familiar  objects,  a  general  description 
of  limits,  which  has  nven  rise  to  doubts  and  argu- 
ments, more  or  less  plausible,  as  to  the  boundaries 
really  intended^  or  most  nearly  described  under  the 
terms  employed  in  the  treaty.  So  long  a.s  the  dis- 
cussion snail  continue  to  be  conducted  on  its  origi- 
nal grounds,  the  same  doubts  and  difficulties  which, 
for  now  sixty  years  since  the  achievement  of  our 
national  independence,  have  prevented  the  defini- 
tive adjustment  of  our  limits,  will  continue  to  em- 
barrass and  defeat  a  seulement  of  the  qnestioa. 
Some  new  mode  of  solving  the  controversy,  there- 
fore, has  become  imperiously  necessarj'. 

A  question  of  disputed  boundary  between  adja- 
cent territories,  now  rapidly  filling  up  with  a  hardy 
and  enterprising  popalation,  is  one  attended  with 
constant  danger  to  tne  peace  of  the  two  nations. 
The  acts  of  ill-advised  individuals,  of  small  detach- 
ments of  troops,  of  subordinate  local  authorities, 
may,  at  any  moment,  bring  on  a  conflict,  in  which 
the  two  countries  would  be  committed  to  the  stem 
issues  of  war,  against  their  own  deliberate  policy 
and  will.  How  ne&r  this  catastrophe  was  being 
brought  about  three  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of 
what  was  called  the  Aroostook  war,  I  need  not  re- 
mind the  Senate.  For  terminating  this  thorny  and 
long-protracted  controversy,  so  fraught  with  mis- 
chiefs and  dangers  to  both  countries,  the  failures  of 
the  past  prove  that  the  only  expedient  now  left  is 
the  conventional  establishment  ofanewand  well- 
defined  boundary  line.  All  attempts  to  effect  an 
arrangement  of  this  kind  hitherto  have  been  ren- 
dered unavailing,  by  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
the  assent  of  the  Slates  of  Maine  and  Ma.ssachu- 
sciis — one  of  them  claiming  the  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty and  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  soil;  the  other  an 
original  and  undivested  interest  in  the  soil  of  the 
dij=jputed  territory.  Under  the  principles  of  our  fed- 
erative system,  the  national  authority  has  been  held 
incompetent,  by  means  of  a  convention  with  a  for- 
eign power  or  oiherwi.«?e,  to  change  the  boundaries, 
and,  in  effect,  alienate  a  portion  of  the  territory  of 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Union,  without  its  formal 
and  stipulated  assent.  This  fundamental  obstacle, 
which,  through  so  long  a  series  of  abortive  nego- 
tiations, has  continued  to  keep  open  an  ancient  and 
dangerous  controversy  with  a  foreign  power,  has 
at  length,  by  a  fortunate  combination  of  circum- 
stances, and  happy  reconciliation  of  jarring  inter- 
ests, been  overcome.  Both  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts, through  their  several  commissioners  fur- 
nished with  full  powers  for  the  purpose,  have 
given  their  final  assent  to  the  new  boundary  line, 
separating  their  territory  from  that  of  the  adja- 
cent British  provinces,  which  is  proposed  to  be  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  before  us. 
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The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  (said  Mr. 
Rives)  is  clear  in  the  opinion  that  an  arrangement 
so  sanctioned,  after  the  numberless  perplexities  and 
impediments  which  have  heretofore  and  so  long  ob- 
structed a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  question, 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  disturbed  by  the  action  or 
this  body.  On  looking  into  the  arrangement  itself, 
they  see  nothing  in  it  incompatible  wita  the  charac- 
ter of  a  fair,  just,  and  reasonable  compromise,  un- 
der all  the  cfrcpmstances  of  difficulty- and  embar- 
rassment whi(;h  surrounded  the  subject.  The  new 
boundary  agreed  on  pursues  the  line  recommended 
by  the  King  of  Netherlands,  till  iC  reaches  a  point 
on  the  St.  Francis  not  very  distant  from  its  source; 
and  thence,  turning  off  at  right  angles,  in  a  south- 
westerly direction,  it  terminates  at  a  point  in  the 
highlands  where  the  respective  boundaries  hereto- 
fore claimed  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  meet — ^throwing  on  the  British  side  of  the 
new  line  a  narrow  strip  of  barren  land,  along  the 
eastern  base  of  the  highlands  formerly  claimed  by 
the  United  States,  of  about  one  hundred  apd  ten 
miles  in  length.  In  consideration  of  this  narrow 
strip  of  land  conceded  to  Great  Britain,  beyond 
what  was  allotted  to  her  by  the  award  of  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands,  she  grants  in  perpetuity  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Maine  the  free  navigation  of  the  St. 
John,  from  the  point  where  it  enters  her  territory, 
to  the  sea[>ort  at  its  mouth — guarantying,  in  favor 
of  the  agricultural  produce  and  lumber  of  Maine, 
the  same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  as  if  they  were 
the  productions  of  her  own  provinces.  She  also 
relinquishes  and  gives  up  forever  the  one  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  valuable  land  at  the  sources  of 
the  Connecticut,  lying  within  the  actual  limits  of 
New  Hampshire;  as  well  as  the  strip  of  land  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  Vermont  and  New  York — 
both  of  which  were  determined,  by  the  award  of 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  to  belong  to  Great 
Britain.  And  the  all-important  military  position  at 
Rouse's  Point,  commanding  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Cbamplsfin — which,  by  a  special  exception  in  the 
award  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  was  reserved 
to  the  United  States — is  also,  by  this  arrangement, 
foreyer  secured  to  them.  At  the  same  time,  in  the  ad- 
justment of  certain  disputed  boundary  lines  farther  to 
the  west,  on  which  the  British  and  American  com- 
missioners under  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Ghent  differed,  it  is  agreed  that  the  limits  shall 
be  so  established  as  to  throw  a  very  large  and  valu- 
ble  island  in  the  water  communication  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior,  called  St.  Greorge's  or 
Sugar  inland,  T which  was  claimed  oy  the  British 
commissioner, ^  on  the  side  of  the  United  States; 
and  also  to  yield  to  the  United  States  an  extensive 
district  of  about  four  millions  of  acres,  4ying  on  the 
western  side  of  Lake  Superior — of  but  little  intrinsic 
value,  probably,  but  which  was,  nevertheless, 
warmly  contended  for  by  the  British  commissioner 
under  the  aforesaid  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 
Many  of  these  concessions  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  enuring  to  the  benefit  of  the  United  Slates 
in  their  national  capacity,  and  being  principally 
induced  by  the  assent  of  the  States  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  to  the  establishment  of  the  new 
boundary  line  on  the  Northeastern  frontier,  the 
United  States  finally  stipulate  to  pay  to  those  two 
States,  in  equal  moieties,  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
thousand  (dollars,  on  account  of  their  assent  to  the 
said  line;  and  to  refund  the  expenses  incurred  b;^ 
them,  respectively,  in  protecting  and  surveying  the 
disputed  territory. 

In  analyzing  the  details  of  this  arrangement,  it 
appears  that  seven-twelfths  in  quanlily  of  the  dis- 
puted territory  have  fallen  to  the  share  of  Maine — 
m  valve^  a  far  larger  proportion.  The  lands  al- 
lotted to  Great  Britain  are,  for  the  most  part,  bar- 
ren and  unproductive;  deriving  their  chief  (if  not 
sole)  importance  from  the  more  direct  and  conve- 
nient communication  they  afford  between  her 
provinces,  and  the  greater'  breadth  of  border  they 
give  her  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  These,  indeecf, 
are  the  essential  objerts  she  professed  to  have  in 
view.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lands  reserved  to  the 
State  of  Maine  are,  many  of  them,  of  great  fertility, 
and  all  of  them  abound  in  fine  limber.  But  their 
actual  commercial  value  roust  depend,  after  all, 
on  the  facilities  of  a  cheap  transportation  to  convey 
their  agricultural  produce,  and  especially  their 
heavy  lumber,  to  market.  Hence  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  St,  John  to  the  ocean  is  of  vital  import- 
ance to  the  upper  parts  of  the  State  of  Maine;  and 
the  stipulation  to  receive  and  treat  their  productions 
on  a  footing  of  equal  favor  with  the  produce  of  the 
colonies,  enhances  still  farther  the  value  of  this 


grant.  The  free  navigation  of  the  St.  John  formed 
no  part  of  the  award  of  the  King  of  the  Neiher- 
ianas;  and  in  every  practical  view,  therefore,  the 
arrangement  now  proposed  possesses  markea  ad- 
vantages for  the  State  of  Maine  over  that  of  the 
award,  which  it  is  now  attempted  to  exalt^  so 
much  in  the  comparison.  On  this  point,  we  have 
the  highest  possible  evidence — the  decision  of  the 
party  most  deeply  interested— of  Maine  herself.  It 
IS  apparent,  from  the  correspondence  before  us,  that 
JLord  Ashburton  was,  at  all  times,  ready  to  enter 
into  an  arrangement  on  the  naked  basis  of  the  award 
of  the  King  oi  the  Netherlands,  and  that  the  com- 
missioners of  Maine  were  as  steady  and  unwaver- 
ing in  their  repugnance  to  it;  and  I  am  authorized 
explicitly  to  state  the  fact,  that  the  three-fuld option 
was  distmctly  presented  to  the  commissioners — of 
the  awards  the  ar^i^ro/ton,  and  the  arrangement  now 
before  us.  They  deliberately  elected  the  last;  and 
most  wisely  and  sagaciously,  in  my  opinion,  did 
they  decide. ' 

Looking  at  the  arrangement  as  a  national  ques- 
tion, and  as  the  interests  of  the  Union  at  large  are 
concerned,  its  advantages,  in  a  sober  and  candid 
view  of  things,  appear  to  the  committee  equally  ob- 
vious. Will  any  gentleman  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
important  territorial  concessions,  and  the  quieting  of 
contested  boundaries  all  along  the  Northern  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  from  the  head  of  Connecti- 
cut river  to  the  western  extremity  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, including  the  surrender  of  the  unquestionable 
British  title  to  the  owneiship  of  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant military  pasition  upon  our  whole  frontier, 
(Rouse's  Point,)  are  not  cheaply  purchased  by  the 
paltry  sum  to  be  paid  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts 
for  their  assent  to  the  new  boundary?  Have  honor- 
able gentlemen,  who  find  so  miich  fault  with  this  ar- 
rangement, forgotten  that  General  Jackf%on  was  wil- 
ling, and  actually  entered  into  an  agreement,  to  pay 
to  Maine  and  Massachusetts — not  the  pittance  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars— but  an  indemnity 
equivalent  to  a  million  and  a  quarterof  dollars,  if 
they  would  acquiesce  in  the  award  of  the  King  of 
the  Netherlands. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  arrangement  in  question,  by 
giving  to  Great  Britain  the  narrow  strip  of  wild 
and  desolate  land  on  the  eastern  side  of^the  high- 
lands from  the  head  waters  of  the  St.  Francis  ri- 
ver to  the  Metjarmetle  portage,  surrenders  a  line  of 
military  positions^  which,  at  the  same  time,  com- 
mand Qiub*,c  and  cover  the  State  of  Maine  I  But  for 
this  unlucky  treaty,  Mr.  President,  ^hese  important 
discoveries  in  military  topography,  I  veniure  to  say, 
would  never  have  been  made.  We  have  had  dble 
and  scientific  reports,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  de- 
ences  of  our  inland  frontier,  from  boards  of  offi- 
cers, consisting  of  the  first  professional  men  in 
America,  who  are  well  acquainted  wiih  the  coun- 
try in  question,  and  all  its  military  attributes  and 
relations.  And  yet,  in  not  one  ol^  these  reports 
have  we  had  the  remotest  hint  of  these  command- 
ing military  positions— facing,  as  they  do,  the  St. 
Lawrence  at  points  below  Cluebec,  where  nothing 
would  be  gained  if  you  were  to  reach  it,  and  on  the 
other  side  looking  down  on  a  sterile  region  and 
boundless  forests,  where  armies  could  neiiher  be 
moved  nor  subsisted,  and  would,  therefore,  never 
attempt  to  penetrate !  I  have  two  of  these  reports 
now  before  me— one  made  in  1838,  and  the  other  in 
1840— and  they  both  concur  in  ihe  emphatic  decla- 
ration, that  north  of  the  old  route  leading  to  Clue- 
bec along  the  Kennebec  and  the  Chaudifere— a  line 
which  the  southern  termination  of  the  new  boun- 
dary conceded  to  Great  Britain  does  not  approach 
nearer  than  within  some  thirty  or  forty  miles — there 
is  no  military  position  along  the  highlands  of  any 
importance  eitner  for  defence  or  invasion.  One 
of  these  reports  disposef^of  the  whole  question,  by 
briefly  declaring  that  "  no  general,  who  understood 
his  profession,  would  invade  Maine  by  a  route  des- 
titute of  forage,  provisions,  and  the  means  of  trans- 
portation;" and  the  other  pithily  remarks,  that 
'*  isolated  forts  along  the  frontier,  if  you  had  them, 
would  command  nothing  beyond  the  range  of  their 
own  guns."*  And  yet  the  Quixotic  imagination  of 
gentlemen,  by  these  highland  wiTtdmills,  would  com- 
mand  Cluebec  at  the  distance  of  some  fifty  miles ! 

No,  sir:  Great  Britain  obtains  nothing  by  the 
new  boundary  agreed  upon,  but  a  more  direct  and 
convenient  communication  between  her  upper  and 

*8ee  the  report  on  tlie  defence  of  the  frontier  of  Maine, 
communicated  to  Pongren  by  the  Becretary  of  War,  on  the 
2lPt  December,  1838;  and,  also,  the  report  ofa  board  of  officer*, 
on  a  system  of  national  defence*,  communicated  the  loih  May, 
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lower  provinces,  and  a  strip  of  alternate  rock  and 
morass,  which  simply  serves  to  eke  out,  by  added 
space,  her  border  along  the  St.  Lawrence.  And  aw 
these  such  boons  that  national  honor  or  safety  for 
bids  they  should  be  granted,  for  fair  equivalents  to 
a  neighboring  power,  in  the  compromise  and  ad-^ 
jusiment  of  a  disputed  boundary,  which  has  been  V 
the  subject  of  controversy  for  half  a  ceiuury]  We 
have  always  admitted  that  the  boundary  claimed 
by  us  was  a  most  inconvenient  one  lor  Great  Brit. 
ain,  by  interrupting  the  commnnicaiion  between 
her  provinces;  and  we  have  never  been  so  churlish 
a  neighbor  as  to  insist  on  holding  ihis  adrania^e 
against  every  proposition  of  compromise  and  mn' 
tual  accommodation.  I  cannot  divest  myself  of 
the  consciousness  that  we  are  the  stronger  powei 
on  this  continent,  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  do  what 
the  spirit  of  good  neighborhood  and  manly  inter- 
course requires,  when  appealed  toby  correspondiog 
dispositions;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that,  while 
Great  Britain  is  freely  sarrenderingtousan  inval- 
uable military  position — her  title  to  which,  if  she 
chose  to  insist  on  it,  is  above  all  quesiion— (I  mean 
Rouse's  Point)— a  position  which  is  pronounced, 
by  the  first  military  officers  in  oar  service,  (in  com' 
raunicationsnow  before  me,)tobethegreais<rate^ 
point  on  our  Northern  frontier— ihe  i«y,  in  nr 
hands,  to  the  Canadas;  in  theirs^  to  the  heart  of 
our  own  country;  and,  therefore,  "above  all  price," 
either  for  attack  or  defence; — it  would  be  ungra- 
cious,  indeed,  and  unworthy  alike  of  oar  honor 
and  our  strength,  if  we  were  doggedly  to  reftee 
the  slightest  relaxation  from  the  rigor  of  oar 
claims,  even  for  an  obvious  mutual  convenience. 

Btit  the  Roman  god  Terminus,  Mr.  President, 
is  invoked  to  animate  us  to  stand  uncompromising- 
ly by  our  limits  as  they  arc,  however  inconvenitni 
to  others  or  to  ourselves.  The  honorable  gentle- 
men who  make  this  i avocation  will  pardon  me 
for  saying  that  they  hav^e  not  beea  very  consistent 
worshippers  of  the  Roman  deity y  Where  was  iheir 
holy  reverence  for  the  rites  of  this  revived  worship, 
three  years  ago,  whei^my  honorabh  friend,  one  of 
the  Senators  from  Maine  [Mr.  Willumb]  in- 
troduced a  bill  simply  to  provide  for  a  peaceable 
and  innocent  survey  of  our  boundaries  by  skilful 
and  scientific  men,  according  to  the  dacription 
qf  limits  in  the  treaty  of  peace!  They  then  ar- 
rayed themselves  in  stern  oppoi>iliun  even  to  this 
peaceable  attempt  to  ascertam  our  limits,  lest  it 
might  give  umbrage  to  our  neighbor.  I  b^  leave 
to  remind  my  learned  and  cUssieal  friends  whonov 
hold  up  to  us  the  example  of  the  Romans  in  the 
worship  of  the  god  Terminus,  that  the  same  hardy 
and  restless  people  worshipped  another  pagan 
deity— Janus,  tne  god  of  war— whose  temple,  al- 
ways open  in  time  of  war,  was  shut,  we  are  told, 
but  three  times  during  a  period  of  more  than 
seven  hundred  years.  Do  the  patriotic genilemen, 
who  call  upon  us  now  to  imitate  the  example  of  the 
Romans  in  worshipping  the  litigious  and  impracti- 
cable divinity  that  presided  over  limits,  mean  to  in- 
vite us  also  to  follov/  them  in  their  warlike  and  bloody 
careerl  and  do  they  propose  to  celebrate  the  Ame- 
rican Terminalia^  not  by  libations  of  milk  and 
wine,  but  by  the  effusion  of  bloodi 

To  the  worship  of  these  pagan  deities, Mr.  Pres- 
ident, has  succeeded  a  purer  and  belter  religioD, 
which  teaches  "peace  on  earth,  a!H  good  will  to 
men;"  and  while,  for  one,  I  would  never  shrink  from 
the  maintenance  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  my 
country,  at  every  hazard,  when  ihe  occasion  d^ 
mandcd,  I  should,  from  the  bottom  qf  my  soul,  de- 
precate an  appeal  to  the  arbitrament  of  arms,  upon 
a  mere  question  of  disputed  boundary.  We  live 
fn  an  age  when  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  de- 
mands that  every  honorable  expedient  for  the  ad- 
justment of  national  disputes  should  be  honestly 
tried,  before  ihe  uliimaU  appealla  veniared upon; 
andl  feel  a  strong  confidence  that  the  body  of  oar 
fellow-citizens— the  friends  of  civilization  and  hu- 
manity everywhere — the  rest  of  the  nations  of  the 
earth  alloftvhomhaveso  deepa  stake  in  the  preser- 
vation of  general  peace — will  rejoice  that,  m  this 
instance,  they  have  not  been  tried  in  vain. 

We  come  now  (said  Mr.  Rive$)  to  that  portion  of 
the  treaty  which  relates  to  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave-trade.  There  is  nonation  under  the 
sun  which  has  shown,  through  her  whole  history, 
more  anxiety  for  the  extinction  of  this  odious  and 
revolting  traffic  than  the  United  States;  and  none 
have,  therefore,  a  deeper  interest,  historical  and 
political,  in  the  consummation  of  the  great  work 
in  which  they  led  the  way.  Notiosf)eak  of  the 
various  and  repeated  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of 


August,  IM2. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBR 


63 


27th  CoNo.-««-dD  Sess. 


The  British  Treaty-— Mr.  Rives. 


Senate, 


the  severa]  States,  while  they  were  yet  colonies  of 
Great  Britain,  to  arrest  and  pat  an  end  to  this  crael 
traffic — act*  rendered  inoperative  by  what  my  own 
Stale  (Virginia)  denounced  at  the  time  to  be  "an 
inhuman  use  of  the  royal  negative,"  and  which 
she  specially  set  forth  among  the  wrongs  and 
'  grievances  which  impelled  her  to  the  establishment 
of  an  independent  Government; — not  to  speak  of 
acts  of  this  son,  with  which  our  ante-revolution- 
ary history  abounds, — it  is  suMcient  to  say  that 
the  Government  of  the  Union,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  its  establishipent  under  the  existing  Con- 
stitution, has  steadily  devoted  itself  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  same  great  object.  While 
the  Christian  States  of  Europe  still  tolerated, 
and  some  of  them  even  encouraged,  this  revolting 
commerce,  the  United  States,  first  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  pronounced  its  formal  condem- 
nation by  law;  and,  following  up  this  condemnation, 
as  occasion  required,  with  new  penal  sanctions, 
combined  with  active  measures  of  surveillance 
and  repression,  they  finally  gave  to  the  world  the 
striking  example  of  a  crowning  act  of  legislative 
energy,  by  which  they  affixed  the  brand  of  piracy 
to  the  slave-trade,  ^toclaring  that  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  found  engaged  in  it,  whether  on 
board  an  American  or  a  foreign  vessel,  or  any 
foreigner  on  board  an  American  vessel,  so  em- 
ployed, "should  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and  suffer 
death  as  such." 

While  the  United  States  thus  set  the  example  of 
their  own  early  and  energetic  legislation  for  the 
repression  of  this  crime  against  humanity,  it 
was  felt  that  a  general  co  operation  of  the  powers 
of  Christendom,  and^specially  of  all  the  maritime 
powers,  would  be  necessary  to  ensure  its  final  and 
complete  extirpation.  In  pursuance  of  this  policy, 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  concludins: 
the  treaty  of  peace  at  Ghent,  enlerel  into  the  fol- 
lowing siipnlation  with  each  other: 

^-Whcraaa  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  (fie  prin- 
ciples or  hufiMBity  and  justice;  and  whereas,  both  his  Majesty 
sod  the  Uniteil  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  ^orie 
lA  promote  its  entire  abolition;  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  bofhthe 
contracting  parties  shall  use  their  best  mdeavars  to  accom- 
plish so  desiraUe  an  object," 

A  practical  interpretation  of  the  spirit  of  this  en- 
gagement, and  a  striking  proof  of  the  cordial  sym- 
paitiy  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the 
general  object  of  it,  was  afterwards  afforded  in  a 
resolution,  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
on  the  lOih  day  of^  February,  1893,  by  the  nearly 
unanimous  vote  of  131  yeas  to  9  nays.  Ii  was  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  words: 

** Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
questwl  to  enter  upon  and  prosecute  from  time  lo  time  such 
negotiations  with  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America 
as  iie  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  eflectual  aboliiion  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy 
under  the  law  of  nations,  by  consent  of  the  civilized  world." 

Both   of   these  solemn  acts — the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  1823,  as  well  as  the 
stipulation  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent— clearly  recog- 
nised the  propriety  and  necessity  of  some  system 
ofcombined  action  among  the  maritime  powers  of 
the  world,  to  put  an  end  effectually  to  the  slave- 
trade.    Great  Britain  early  embraced,  and  has  till 
now  perseVeringly  adhered  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
inntual  concession  of  a  right  of  search,  to  be  exer- 
cised by  the  armed  cruisers  of  each  party  over  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  oihei-s,  is  the  only  effectual 
means  of  putting  an  end  lo  this  infamous  traffic. 
The  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  unable  to 
forget  the  serious  wrongs  they  had  so  recently  ex- 
perienced from  the  abusive  exercise  of  the  right  of 
.^search;  jealous,  above  all  things,  of  (he  immunity 
of  their  flag^  and  Of  the  general  freedom  of  the  seas— 
the  commonand  equal  inheritance  of  all  nations — 
have  been  unwilling  to  compromise  these   great 
interests,    by  entering  into  an   arrangement  in- 
volvings© vital  an  innovation  upon  the  establish- 
ed maritime  coSe;  especially  as  they  believed  other 
ineans  were  to  oe  found  no  less  effectual  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  common  object  of  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade.    Great  Britain,  in  the 
mean  time,    succeeded    in  making  treaties    with 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  mn- 
taal  light  of  search.    And  other  European  States 
having,  from  time  to  time,  come  into  the  same  ar- 
rangement, the  United  Stales  are  now  the  on'y 
considerable  mailtime  power  that  has  continued 
lo  refuse  its  accession  lo  a  system  which  they  could 
not  but  regard  as  corrfl!)romising,  in  a  high  degree, 
the   general  ftcedom   of  the  seas.    It   has  thus, 
aoubtless,  happened  that  the  American  flag  has 
b«en,  in  many  instances,  fraudulently  used  to  cover 
vessels  really  belonging  to  States  who  are  parties  g 


to  the  mutual  grant  of  the  right  of  search,  from 
the  exercise  of  that  right;  and,  to  prevent  this  eva- 
sion, the  Government  of  Great  Britain  recently  put 
forth  a  pretension  of  alarming  extent,  and  which 
we  have  resisleil,  and  must  ever  resist,  as  wholly 
unsustainable  upon  any.  just  principle  of  public  law: 
to  wit,  that  her  cruisers  have  the  right  to  board  and 
detain  vessels  sailing  under  the  American  flag, 
when  they  shall  judge  it  proper  to  do  so,  to  ascer- 
tain, by  an  examination  of  their  papers,  whether 
they  are  truly  and  bona  fide  American  or  not. 

This  was  the  slate  of  things  existing  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
when  the  President  laid  before  us  the  correspond- 
ence which  had  taken  place  on  the  subject  of  this 
new  pretension  between  our  Minister  at  London  a^d 
Lord Palmersion  and  Lord  Aberdeen,  successively 
her  Majesty's  Secreiariesof  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. The  message  of  the  President,  referring  to  the 
same  pretension,  held  the  following  emphatic  and 
unequivocal  language: 

"However  desirous  the  United  States  may  be  for  the  sup- 
pression ofthe  slave-trade,  they  cannot  consent  to  interpolations 
mto  the  mariiime  code,  at  tlio  mere  will  an«l  pleasure  of  oiker 
Governments.  We  deny  the  rieht  ofany  such  interpolailon  lo 
anyone  or  all  Uie  nations  of  the  eorth,  without  nur  consent. 
We  claim  to  have  a  voice  in  all  amendments  or  alterations  of 
that  code;  and  when  we  are  given  to  understand,  as  in  ihi<i  in- 
stance, by  a  foreign  Government,  that  its  treaties  wiih  other  na 
tlons  cannot  be  executed  without  the  establishment  and  enforce- 
ment of  new  principles  of  maritime  police,  to  be  applied  with- 
out our  consent,  we  must  employ  alanruage  neither  of  equivo- 
cal import,  nor  susceptible  of  misconsiruciion.  American  citi- 
z;n0,  prosecuting  a  lawful  commerce  in  the  African  seas,  under 
the  fla^ot  their  country,  are  not  responsible  for  the  abuse  or 
unlawful  use  of  that  flac;  by  others;  nor  can  they  rightfully, 
on  account  of  any  such  alleged  abuses,  be  interrupted,  naolesied, 
or  detained,  while  on  the  ocean." 

Here,  then,  is  the  answer  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  highest  and  most  authoritative 
form  known  to  its  official  intercourse,  to  the  pre- 
tension advanced  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in 
the  discussion  with  our  late  Minister  at  London. 
It  is  an  unequivocal  negation  of  that  pretension,  in 
principle  and  in  practice;  and  leaves  nothing  to  be 
done  which  could  announce  in  more  emphatic 
terms  our  determined  resistance  to  it. 

The  vital  question  of  the  independence  of  our 
flag  being  thus  disposed  of,  by  the  prompt,  unequivo- 
cal, and  ftnal  answer  of  the  American  Government 
lo  this  new  pretension,  other  considerations  of  an 
important  character  present  themselves  to  view.  It 
is  shown,  by  the  correspondence  just  referred  to, 
and  other  incontestable  proofs  that  the  American 
flag  has  been  extensively  abused  to  cover  this  in- 
iquitous traffic — ^sometimes  by  American  citizen.s, 
notwithstanding  the  severity  of  our  penal  enact- 
ments; but  more  frequently  by  the  subjects  of  other 
powers — by  Spanish,  Portuguese,  or  Brazilian 
slave-dealers,  who  assume  the  American  colors  to 
protect  them  from  the  right  of  search,  to  which 
they  would  be  subject  under  their  own  national 
flags.  The  fact  of  this  abuse  is  admitted  by  our 
Government.  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  his  letter  to  Lord 
Aberdeen,  says:  "That  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates 
has  been  grossly  abused,  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  believe  and  deplore.  The  .same  declaration  is 
repeated  by  the  President,  in  his  message  to  Con- 
gress at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session; 
and  in  the  correspondence  between  Lord  Palmer- 
sion and  Mr.  Stevenson,  which  accompmied  that 
me."<sage,  the  mortifying  fact  is  disclosed  that,  of  the 
four  vessels  sailing  under  the  American  flag,  which 
had  been  visited  and  detained  by  British  cruisers 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  (and  which  it  became  the 
duty  of  our  minister  to  make  the  subject  of  repre- 
sentation and  complaint  to  the  British  Government, 
on  account  of  the  violation  of  the  flag,)  every  one 
of  them  turned  out,  upon  inquiry  and  investigation, 
to  be  slavers,  furnished  wjth  American  captains 
and  American  papers;  bui,  in  reality,  as  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  Spanish  property. 

Seeing,  then,  that  our  flag  has  been  shamelessly 
abused  to  cover  an  infamous  traffic,  which  our  laws 
were  the  first  to  denounce  and  pursue  with  ade- 
quate penalties — that  it  has  been  made  a  shelter  to 
.screen  from  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes  the 
most  profligate  of  the  human  race, — does  not  the 
national  honor  demand  that  we  should  give  to  the 
world  an  assurance  of  our  determination  to  cleanse 
and  preserve  it  from  this  horrible  pollutionl  We 
have,  upon  considerations  of  the  highest  state  poli- 
cy, and  from  a  jealous  solicitude  lo  maintain  the 
freedom  of  the  seas,  refused  to  concede  that  mutual 
right  of  search  which  other  nations  have  consented 
to  yielil,  as  an  instrument  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade.  We  have,  with  still  stronger  determi- 
nation, and  upon  impregnable  grounds  of  public 


law,  declared  our  resistance  to  the  new  pretension 
of  subjecting  our  flag  to  visitation  and  detention, 
for  the  alleged  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution 
the  agreements  of  other  powers,  to  which  we  have 
refused  to  become  a  party.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, is  it  not  due  to  the  character  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  pledged  by  all  their  past  history  to  the 
great  cause  of  the  final  suppression  of  the  African 
slave-trade,  that,  while  rejecting  the  plans  proposed 
by  other  Governments  for  this  object,  we  should 
come  forward  with  one  of  our  own,  which  will  af- 
ford a  complete  guaranty  against  the  prostitution  to 
which  we  nave  seen  our  flag  so  vilely  exposed,  and 
which  will,  at  ihe  same  lime,  bring  the  most  effi- 
cient means  to  the  general  extirpation  of  this  odious 
traffic,  without  intrenching  on  the  liberty  of  the 
seas  and  the  established  principles  of  maritime 
law*? 

Considerations  and  sentiments  such  as  these, 
doubtless  suggested  the  arrangement  contained  in 
the  treaty.  By  that  arrangement,  it  is  stipulated 
that  ibe  two  powers  shall  each  maintain  a  squadron 
of  not  less  than  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
to  enforce,  separately  and  respectively,  the  laws  and 
obligations  of  each  country  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave-trade:  the  two  squadrons  to  be  perfectly 
independent  of  each  Other;  but,  at  the  same  time,  to 
act  in  concert  and  co-operation  for  the  attainroeni  of 
the  common  object,  under  such  orders  as  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  given  by  their  respective  Govern- 
ments. Audit  is  farther  stipulated,  that  the  two 
parties  will  unite  in  all  becoming  representations 
and  remonstrances  to  any  potrer  wlthm  whose  do- 
minions markets  for  the  purchase  of  African  slaves 
may  be  still  allowed  to  exist,  to  close  such  markets 
at  once  and  forever.  In  virtue  of  this  arrangement, 
(which  is  limited  to  five  years,  if  either  party  shall 
wish  then  to  terminate  it,)  each  power  will,  sepa- 
rately and  independently,  exercise  the  necessary 
supervision  and  police  over  all  vessels  sailing  un- 
der its  own  flag;  neither  being  permitted  to  visit  or 
searchthe  vessels  of  the  other;  but  the  presence  of 
the  two  squadrons,  always  on  the  alert,  and  acting 
in  friendly  concert,  will  aflTord,  by  their  vigilant 
oversight,  complete  secuiity  against  the  use  of  the 
flag  of  either  power  to  cover  the  prohibited  traffic, 
and  will,  at  the  same  time,  give  protection  to  the 
merchant  vessels  of  each,  when  necessary,  from  all 
unhwftil  interruption  or  mole.<itation.*    . 

This  arrangement  is  adapted  to  meet  every  exi- 
gency .of  the  case,  and  reconciles  the  most  vigor- 
ous measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade 
with  a  sacred  regard  for  the  independence  and  im- 
munity of  the  national  flag.  It  vindicates  from  all 
suspicion  the  sincerity  ol  the  United  States;  which 
their  persevering  and  solitary  opposition,-  for  a  long 
time,  to  the  mutual  concession  of  the  right  of  search, 
for  the  more  effective  pursuit  and  detection  of  the 
traffic,  exposed  to  injurious  doubts  and  misconstruc- 
tion. At  the  same  time,  it  has  the  merit  of  a  strict 
fidelity  to  American  principles.  It  is,  indeed,  the 
identical  plan  which,  when  Lord'^Casilereagh  was 
so  earnestly  insisting  on  a  mutual  right  of  search  as 
the  only  effectual  means  for  the  suppre^ion  of  the 
slave-trade.  President  Monroe  caused  to  be  present- 
ed, as  the  American  contre-projet — which,  however, 
did  not  prevent  his  Lordship  from  recurring  to, 
and  urgently  pressing,  again  and  again,  his  favorite 
fight  of  search.  The  proposition  referred  to  was 
developed  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

*  In  the  spef^h  of  Mi.  Benton  on  the  British  treaty,  recently 
published,  he  claimi!  great  credit  to  Mr.  Van  Buren's  adminis- 
tration for  liavln?  rejected,  as  contrary  to  the  principles  and 
policy  of  this  Government^  an  n^reement  of  co-opcraJion  for 
the  suppression  of  the  stave-trade,  which,  he  says,  was  similar 
to  (hat  cnntaine.!  in  the  treaty.  Mr.  Benton's  allusion,  it  seems, 
in  to  a  letter  of  Mr.  Paulding,  Secretary  of  ihe  Navy,  lo  Lieut. 
Paine,  co.nmanding  the  I  niteil  BtaUrs  schooner  Orampus;  in 
which  the  SerreUiry  disapproved  an  arrnngemeni  cnlered  into 
by  that  oiTicer  with  the  commander  of  a  Briti^  cruiser  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  by  which  "Lieut.  Paine  dile^ated  U» 
the  RriiiBh  commander  Me  right  to  .seize  and  delatn,  under 
CPft^in  cirrums'ance't,  vbrh^Is  sailivc  under  American  col' 
ora.'*  Now,  it  was  this  "delesafion  of  power  to  snze  and  de- 
tain vessels  under  American  colors,"  which  Mr.  Paulding  de- 
clared  was  '^unauthorized  by  insinictions,  andcuntiary  to  the 
establiaheti  and  weiUknown  principles  and  fjolicy  of  the  Ameri- 
can  fJnvernmenl."  But  Mr.  B<»nlon  surely  will  not  say  that  the 
arrangement  made  in  the  treaty  d^lft^atet  to  British  eruissrm 
the  right  to  seize  and  detain  vessels  sailing  under  Ameri' 
can  colors  It  is  precisely  t!ie  c*>ntrary;  for  the  trea'y  ex- 
pressly declares  ihat  the  two  squadrons  are  to  enforce,  sepa- 
rately and  rpfipecti rely,  the  laws  of  each  country  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  (slave-trade,  and  that  rhey  are  (o  he  independent 
of  each  other.  The  same  leuer  of  Mr.  Paulding,  however,  en- 
joins "a  friendly  co  opf.ralion  with  the  British  cruisers  in 
the  suppreaalon  of  the  slave-trade-/'  end  expressly  auihorlKai 
IJeut.  Paine  *7o  cruise  in  compamy  and  co  operation  unUi 
any  British  vessel  of  %oar  employed  on  the  $la9e  coast"'^ 
which  is  precisely  what  n  done  (neither  less  nor  more)  by  the 
treaty  erraogemeDi  so  much  denounced  by  Mx.  Beaton ! 
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27th  Cono 3d  Skss. 


The  British  Trtaty-^^Mr.  Hives, 


to  the  Hon.  Stratford  Canning,  dated  the  30th  of 

December,  1820: 

"Bui,  while  regreutng  that  the  character  of  the  organized 
meane  of  cu>oprraiion  Ur  ilie  suppression  of  the  African  ilave< 
trade,  proposed  by  Great  Britain,  did  oot  admit  of  our  concur- 
rence m  the  advpiion  of  them,  the  President  has  been  far  from 
Uie  diapoeiiion  to  reject  or  discounteonnce  (be  eeneral  proposi- 
tion of  concerted  co-operation  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  common  end— the  suppreseion  of  the 
trade.  For  this  purpose,  armed  cruisers  of  the  United  States 
have  been  for  some  lime  Itept  stationed  on  the  coast  which  is 
the  scene  of  this  odious  traffic — a  measure  which  it  is  in  the 
contemplation  of  this  Government  to  continue,  without  inter- 
niisaion.  As  there  are  armed  British  vessels,  charged  with  the 
same  dutv,  constantly  ke|3t  cruising  on  the  same  coast,  I  am 
directed  bv  the  President'  to  propose  thai  inslructions,  to  be 
concertedhetweenthe  two  Governments,  with  a  view  to  mu 
ttial  asaiMtance,  should  be  given  to  the  commsndersof  the  ves- 
sels respectively  assigned  to  that  service;  that  they  may  be  or- 
dered^ whenever  the  occasion  may  render  it  convenient,  to 
cruise  in  company  together^  to  communicate  mutually  to  each 
other  all  information  ubtained  by  the  one,  and  whirh  may  be 
useful  to  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  other;  and  to  give 
each  otiier  every  assistance  which  may  be  compatible  with  the 
performance  of  their  own  service,  and  adapted  lo  the  eud  which 
ij  the  common  aim  of  both  parties."* 

An  apprehension  has  been  expressed,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  this  arrangement  will  carry  with  it  dis- 
appointment to  our  ancient  ally  and  Iriend,  France 
— who,  by  withholding  her  ratification  from  the 
qaintuple  treaty,  has  placed  herself  upon  common 
groona  with  us,  in  regard -to  the  great  question  of 
the  freedom  of  the  sea;  and  that  it  may  tend  to 
weaken  the  position  so  gallantly  assumed,  on  the 
same  occasion,  by  our  able  and  patriotic  minister  at 
Paris.  Neither  consequence,  i  am  persuaded,  can 
possibly  arise.  France  will  see  with  satisfaction,  on 
the  one  hand,  that  Great  Britain  has  acceded  to  a 
scheme  of  maritime  co-operation  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave-trade,  involving  no  right  of  search; 
and,  on  the  other,  that  the  United  States,  while 
maintaining  intact  the  independence  of  their  flag, 
have  agreed  to  devote  an  efficient  portion  of  their 
naval  power  to  the  common  cause  of  extirpating  a 
traffic  which  has  become  the  horror  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  She  will  see,  in  the  principles  on 
which  this  arrangement  is  founded,  tne  very  doc- 
trines heretofore  asserted  by  her  most  distinguished 
statesmen — by  Talleyrand,  in  1814;  by  the  Due  de 
Richelieu,  in  1818;  and  by  Chateaubriand,  in  1822: 
and  in  the  arrangement  itself  she  will  see  an  ex- 
act reflection  of  the  coiUre-projet  which  she  caused 
to  be  presented  to  the  Congress  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  British  proposition  of  a  recip- 
rocal right  of  search.  In  regard  to  our  distin- 
guished representative  at  the  court  of  France,  the 
conclusion  of  this  arrangement  will  serve  only  to 
crown  his  useful  and  efficient  services;  and  the  rat- 
ification of  the  quintuple  treaty — which,  by  his 
timely  and  well-directed  eflbrb;,  he  has  contributed 
thus  far  to  avert — must  henceforward  be  considered 
as  definitively  withheld.  No  person  honors  more 
than  1  do  the  true-h'earted  instincts  of  American 
patriotism,  as  well  as  the  sagacious  views  and  lofly 
spirit,  which  have  directed  our  able  minister,  at  so 
important  a  juncture.  He  has  entitled  himself  to, 
and  will  undoubtedly  receive,  the  warmest  thanks 
of  his  country. 

The  incidental  advantages  attending  this  ar- 
rangement, in  the  support  and  protection  which 
the  presence  of  an  American  squadron  will  give 
to  our  growing  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Africa — 
a  commerce  susceptible  of  the  most  beneficial  de- 
velopments, through  the  civilized  colonial  settle- 
ments already  established  there — constitute  an  im- 
portant additional  recommendation  of  it.  This 
consideration  early  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
proper  department;  and  we  see,  from  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  I  he  commencement 
of  the  session,  (hat  he  proposed  to  enlarge  mate- 
rially the  number  of  vessels  employed  on  the  Adi- 
can  station,  as  well  in  reference  to  this  object,  as 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade.  The  extent 
of  the  squadron  stjpulaied  to  be  maintained  there, 
is  probably  not  greater  than  the  Secretary  would 
have  deemed  expedient  in  any  event;  and  the  ex- 
pense will  be  amply  repaid  in  resulting  benefits  'to 
the  commerce  of  the  country. 

The  last  stipulation  in  the  treaty  which  remains 
to  be  noticed,  is  that  by  which  the  parties  agree 
mutually  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice,  in 
certain  cases.  An  arrangement  ot  this  sort  be- 
tween neighboring  States,  who^e  territories  border 
on  each  other  through  an  extended  boundary — pre- 
senting^ to  offenders  great  facilities  of  escape  from 
one  jurisdiction  into  the  other — seems  to  be  urgently 
demanded  by  the  interests  of  peace,  law,  and  social 
order.  So  just  and  proper  is  it  in  itself,  that  some 
writers  of  high  authority  on  the  law  of  nations 
have  regarded  it  as  a  matter  of  absolute  obliga- 


tion, independently  of  treaty  stipulations.  The 
modern  and  better  opinion,  however,  (considering 
how  diversified,  and  ol\en  arbitrary,  is  the  penal 
legislation  of  different  countries,)  is,  that  there  is 
no  obligation  to  surrender  fugitives  from  the  crim- 
inal justice  of  one  country  taking  refuge  in 
another,  but  in  virtue  of  positive  and  precise  com- 
pact. The  want  of  some  conventional  arrange- 
ment of  this  son  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  has  been  particularly  felt  in  the 
States  of  the  Union  adjacent  to  the  Canadas  and 
other  British  possessions  on  the  continent,  where 
the  prospect  of  the  easy  impunity  gained  by  pass- 
ing from  one  side  to  the  other  of  the  boundary 
line  has  been  found  to  operate  as  a  great  tempta- 
tion and  encouragement  to  crime.  Several  of 
those  Slates  have  manifested  an  earnest  desire  for 
such  a  reciprocal  arrangement  between  the  two 
Governments.  The  stipulation  in  the  treaty,  it  will 
be  seen,  is  confined  exclusively  to  crimes  of  an 
aggravated  character  against  life  or  property — such 
as  murder,  robbery,  piracy,  and  some  two  or  three 
other  enumerated  oOences,  carefully  pretermitting 
all  political  offences;  and  lest  some  unforeseen 
abuse  or  inconvenience  should  arise  in  the  practi- 
cal administration  of  the  agreement,  the  right  is 
reserved  lo  either  parly  to  terminate  it  at  will. 

This  article  closes  the  circle  of  matters  embraced 
by  the  treaty.  There  are  oiher  questions,  of  much 
interest  to  both  countries,  which  have  formed  the 
subject  of  an  important  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  and  the  special  minister  of 
Great  Britain.  This  correspondence  has  been  laid 
before  the  Senate  with  the  treaty,  and  must  neces- 
sarily enter  into  their  consideration  in  disposing 
of  the  treaty  itself  It  has,  therefore,  attracted  the 
careful  attention  of  the  committee;  and  they  have 
seen,  with  pleasure,  that  there  has  been  an  amica- 
ble and  honorable  understanding,  or  an  important 
advance  to  such  an  understandmg  ultimately,  on 
each  of  the  questions  which  formed  the  topic  of 
hat  correspondence. 

The  first  of  those  questions  that  present  them- 
selves 10  view,  is  the  affair  of  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line, captured  and  destroyed,  some  years  ago,  with- 
in the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  and 
forming  part  of  the  arrears  of  an  unsettled  diplo- 
matic account  which  the  present  Administration 
inherited  from  the  last.  It  is  no  part  of  my  pur- 
pose fsaid  Mr.  R.)  to  cast  censure  unnecessarily 
anywhere,  or  to  enter  into  a  partu^an  discussion  of 
any  of  the  questions  which  now  come  before  us  for 
a  grave  and  calm  deliberation.  But,  as  gentlemen 
have  seen  fit  to  indulge  in  very  unsparing  denun- 
ciations of  the  course  pursued  by  those  now  in  pow- 
er, in  regard  to  this  affair,  and  have  given  the  reins 
to  their  imaginations  in  the  most  boundless  and  gra- 
tuitous praises  oi  the  course  of  the  late  Adminis- 
tration on  the  same  subject,  it  becomes  indispensa- 
ble to  a  just  understanding  of  the  question,  to  restate 
facts  in  the  nakedness  of  their  historical  truth. 

The  seizure  and  destruction  of  the  Caroline  oc- 
curred at  Schlosser,  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in 
December,  183";  being  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  administration.  Ii  led  lo  a  brief  corre- 
spondence between  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox,  at 
Washington;  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  our  minister  at 
London,  was  instructed  to  make  a  formal  repre- 
.scntation  to  the  British  Government  on  the  subject, 
and  to  demand  redress.  This  representation  was 
made  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  a  note  to  Lord  Palmers- 
ton  dated  the  22dot  May,  18^^.  His  note  remain- 
ing without  any  other  answer  than  a  mere  ac- 
knowledgment of  its  receipt  for  more  than  twelve 
months,  Mr.  Stevenson,  very  properly,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Forsyth  in  July,  1839,  staling  that  he  "regretted 
lo  say  no  answer  had  yet  been  given  lo  his  note  in 
the  case  of  ihe  Caroline,"  and  desiring  lo  know  "if 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  Government  that  he  should 
press  the  subject  again;  and,  if  so,  wiih  what  de- 
gree of  urgency."  In  answer  to  this  communica- 
tion, Mr.  Forsyth,  in  September,  1839,  replied,  that 
no  inslructions  were  then  required  for  again  bring- 
in?  forward  the  question  of  the  Caroline;  that  he 
had  had  frequent  conversations  with  Mr.  Fox  in 
regard  to  the  subject — one  of  very  recent  date;  and 
"from  its  tone,  the  President  expecLs  the  British 
Government  will  answer  your  [Mr.  Stevenson's] 
application  in  the  case  without  much  farther  de- 
lay." But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  President's  expect- 
ation was  not  fulfilled;  the  British  Government 
gave  no  answer  to  Mr.  Stevenson's  "application  in 
the  case;"  and  so  the  matter  stood — the  formal  rep- 
resentation made  by  Mr.  Stevenson  remaining 
wholly  unnoticed  by  the  British  Government  for 
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eighteen  months  loftger,  and  down  lo  thelwTf 
Mr.  Van  Burcn;s  administration  i  For  ihree  loni 
years  Mr.  Van  Buren  patienUy  acquiesced  in  ihk 
silence,  and  slept  over  an  outrage  which  eeniW 
men— his  friends  and  eulogists  on  this  floor 
would  persuade  us,  in  the  lofty  flights  of  their 
chivalry  and  eloquence,  they  burned  to  avenge  bv 
an  instant  recourse  lo  arms.  *    ^ 

What  advantage  has  been  naturally  laten  of 
this  most  extraordinary  acquiesence  of  the  lasi  ad 
ministration,  to  embarrass  any  renewed  demand  for 
redress,  is  strikingly  shown  in  the  following  pas- 
sage of  a  note  addressed  hj  Lord  Palmersionto 
Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  2d  of  September  last,  which 
is  now  before  me: 

"Ii  appears,  then,  th«t,  for  nearly  three  yean,  the  Ignited 
Statea  Govern  mem  acquiesced  in  the  rilenca  of  ber  HijeaiT^i 
Government  on  ihia  subjeci;  for  though  in  September  163g< 
Mr.  Forsyih  ataied,  as  a  reason  for  not  prewiiig  her  Maiemi'l 
Government  for  an  answer,  that  the  President  had  )w«d  led,  by 
some  converaaiion  of  Mr.  Fox,  to  expect  the  Bmiib  aanrtf 
without  any  further  delav,  yet  that  reason  neeetMrilv  ceued 
with  the  further  lapse  of  time,  and  could  not  be  nid  to  have 
held  good  as  lone  as  till  the  bec^inning  of  1840  Mr.  Stevenwo, 
moreover,  specificalty  states.  In  hisnoieof  ih«3lBtuliiiDQ,ihM 
during  (he  whole  interval  between  the  date  of  his  note  o(Mif ' 
183S,  and  the  linic  when  (be  arrest  of  McLsod became  knovo in 
England,  in  February,  1841,  no  cominunicaUon  ever  took  place 
between  himself  and  the  uaderslgned  oa  the  subjeci  of  the  Ctr- 
nline.  Now,  as  neither  Mr.  Stevenson,  nor  the  late  Presidem 
Van  Buren,  have  ever  shown  themselves  defic^ot  in  watcbfit 
and  active  attention  to  all  matters  in  which  the  put  righti  of 
the  TTnited  Stares  are  concerned,  the  undersigned  ccoatJere  that 
he  has  not  much  erred  in  supposing,  as  stated  in  bi«  former  com. 
rounication.  tliat  this/on^  and  intentional  tHence  of  the  lim- 
led  Slates  Government,  and  of  its  minister  at  this  coort,  upx 
the  subject  of  the  Caroline,  arose  from  the  coosideratiou  t« 
which  the  undersigned  adverted  in  that  note." 

The  consideratiomt  adverted  ta  in  his  Lordship's 
former  note,  as  expressed  by  himself,  were,  ihatthe 
President  was  "perfectly  aware"  that  the  Bniish 
Government  considered  the  destruction  of  the  Car- 
oline a  justifiable  act  of  self-defence,  done  by  order 
of  her  Majesty's  colonial  authorities;  that  both  vhat 
her  Majesty's  Government  had  done,  and  whattbey 
had  abstained  from  doing,  "could  leave  no  doobtoo 
the  mind  of  the  President"  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment intended  to  decline  to  comply  with  lbed^ 
mand  contained  in  Mr.  Stevenson's  note;  arid  that 
the  presumption,  therefore,  was,  that  the  President, 
in  not  pressing  for  an  answer,  was  actuated  bjF  the 
consideration  that  it  was  better  to  leare  the  refosal 
of  the  British  Government  to  be  inferred  from  it& 
silence,  than  to  have  il  formally  communicated  in 
answer  to  an  ^.c/^Zi^tY  demand  o'fthe  United  Siaies. 

However  this  may  be,  (and  I  do  not  mesa,  said 
Mr.  R.,  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  diplomatic 
digladiaiion  which  took  place  on  the  occasioD  b^ 
iween  Lord  Palmerslon  and  Mr.  Stevenson,)  noth- 
ing is  clearer  ihan  that  President  Van  Buren  can- 
not claim  the  benefit  of  the  plea  which  is  now  set 
up  for  him— lo  wit:  that,  during  the  period  of  his 
administralion,  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline  pre- 
sented itself  to  him,  for  aught  that  appeared  toibe 
contrary,  as  the  mere  "act  of  individuals."* 

So  far  is  this  from  being  the  case,  that  his  own 
minister  plenipotentiary,  in  the  note  addressed  by 
him  to  Lord  Palmerslon  in  May,  1838,  'in  obedi- 
ence lo  instructions,"  expressly  presented  the  out- 
rage for  which  he  was  directed  to  demand  redress, 
as  on«  "committed  by  British  troops  from  ihe  prov- 
ince of  Upper  Canada,*'  "forming  a  porHo*  of  the 
British  force  at  Chippeiva"  and  "planned  and  cjvcu- 
ted  J  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  Ike  JJ^- 
tenant' Governor  of  Upper  Canada."  Whatever 
other  reasons,  then,  Mr.  Van  Buren  may  have  had 
for  his  exlraol-dinary  and  patient  acquiescence 
in  the  long-continued  omission  of  the  Brit« 
ish  Government  to  return  any  answer  to  our 
demand  of  reparation  in  the  case  of  the  Caroline, 
be  cannot  lake  the  benefit  of  an  afier-ihoogbt,  ^^ 
coniradictiou  wiih  his  own  deliberate  official  act 

He  may  have  thought,  perhaps,  that,  in  a  case 
where  the  justification  of  the  British  Government 
rested  on  a  question  of  fact  as  t-o  ihe  degree  awi  ur- 
gency  of  that  necessity  of  self-defence  under  which 
iheir  auihoriiies  professed  to  have  acted,  and  in  rcj 
lation  lo  which  tnelestimony  and  statements  rehw 
on  by  the  respective  Governments  were  direcilj  at 
variance,  prudence  and  a  proper  regard  for  the 
peace  of  the  two  countries  forbade  that  their  rela* 
lions  should  be  brought  to  extremity  on  a  point  of 
dubious  and  debatable  evidence,  where,  ainid  iw 
conflict  of  opposing  statement's,  it  wa.s  difficoH  to 
ascertain  ihe  truth.  But,  considering  the  gravity 
of  the  occurrence,  and  th^  danger  of  its  beiog 
drawn  into  precedent  by  a  powerful  and  haughf? 
neighbor,  be  owed  it  to  the  character  of  the  coot- 

*Mr.  BeDUw'a  apoecb. 
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try,  adjouniifi^  every  subordinate  qaestion  of  evi- 
deoce,  to  insist  alonce  upon  a  prompt  disavowal  of 
any  intentional  disrespect  of  the  national  sovereign- 
ty, accompanied  with  im  ezpHcit  acknowledgment 
of  those  sacred  principles  of  the  public  law  which 
guard  the  iuviolability  of  territory,  and  upon  the 
scropuknisobserTance  of  which  the  peace  and  dig- 
nity of  nations  so  vitally  depend. 

Nothing  of  this  sort,  however,  was  done.    The 
question  was  permitted  to  slumber  in  thelnost  pro- 
found neglect  during  the  whole  period  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  presidency;  and  those  now  in  power 
have  bad  to  assert  the  national  dignity  and  nonor, 
under  all  the  disadvantages  arising  from  the  long 
acquiescence"  and   virtual  dereliction  of  the  last 
Administration.    The  correspondence   submitted 
to  Ds    shotrs  in  what  manner,  and   upon  what 
principles,  this  controversy,  so  long  the  source  of 
mutual  irritation  and  heartburning  between  the  two 
countries,  has  been  at  length  honorably  terminated. 
The  British  minister  gives  his  adhesion,  in  the 
most   explicit   and  unequivocal  terms,  to  all  the 
principles  of  public  law,  which  we  have  laid  down 
as  applicable,  to  the  ease.    He  declares,  that  **  re- 
aped far  Mff  mviolabie  character  of  the  territory  of 
independent  nations  is  the  most  essential  foundation 
of  civilization!"  tind  that,  in  addition  to  a  sense  of 
moral  responsibilKy,  the  most  obvious  dictates  of 
policy  ana  inUrest  would  lead  Great  Britain  to  an 
observance  of  this  duly,  "in  the  case  of  a  long 
conterminons  boundary  of  some  thousand  miles, 
with  a  country  of  such  great  and  growing  power 
as  the  United  States  of  America,  inhabited  by  a 
kindred  race,  gifled-with  all  its  activity,  and  all 
its  susceptibility  on  points  of  national  honor;'*  that 
while  every  consideration  leads  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  set  as^  high  a  value  as  the  Government  of 
the    United    States    can  possibly   do    "on    this 
paramowU  obligation  of  reciprocal  respect  for  the 
independent  territory  of  each,"  it  is  yet  admitted, 
by  all  writers  on  puBlic  law,  and  by  the  occasional 
practice  of  all  nations,  (our  own  among  the  num- 
ber) that  a  strong  overpowering  necessity  may  arise, 
when  this  great  principle  may  and  must  be   mo- 
mentarily suspended;  but  "it  must  be  so  for  the 
shortest  possible  period  f  during  the  continuance  of  an 
admitted  overruling  necessity  ^  and  strictly  confined 
within  the  narrowest  limits   imposed  by   that  ne- 
cessUyV 

Thus  far,  there  is  a  perfect  and  satisfactory  ac- 
cordance between  the  views  of  the  Grovemment  of 
the  United  Slates  and  those  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, as  represented  by  Lord  Ashburton,  both  as  to 
the  general  principle,  and  the  narrow  and  limited 
exception  to  it.  The  exception,  within  the  limits 
so  astringently  stated  by  Lord  Ashburton,  is  admitted 
both  by  Mr.  Stevenson ^  in  his  note  to  Lord  Pal- 
merston  in  May,  1838,  and  by  Mr.  Webster,  in  his 
note  to  Mr.  Fox,  in  April,  1841;  and  upon  it,  indeed, 
rests  the  vindication  of  some  important  transac- 
tions in  our  own  military  history,  which  are  loo 
deeply  engraven  on  the  recollection  of  the  country 
to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  recall  them  tp  the 
Senate.  Mr.  Stevenson  defines  the  necessity  which 
is  admitted  to  constitute  an  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral inviolability  of  neutral  territory,  to  be  "immi- 
nent and  extreme,  and  involving  impending  de- 
sirnction/*  Mr.  Webster,  with  no  less  force,  de- 
scribes it  to  be  "a  necessity  of  self  defence,  instant, 
overwhelming,  leaving  no  choice  of  means,  and 
DO  moment  for  deUberation.*'  Lord  Ashburton, 
distinctly  assenting  to  the  limits  thus  cautiously 
placed  upon  the  admitted  exception,  seeksj  by  a 
recurrence  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to 
show  that  the  steamboat  Caroline,  being  the  means 
and  instrument  by  which  "accessions  of  men,  arms 
and  munitions  of  wal*  were  hourly"  brought  from 
the  American  shore  to  the  position  of  the  hostile 
and  invading  force  on  Navy  Island,  the  necessity 
for  her  capture  and  destruction  was  of  that  impe- 
rious and  overruliDg  character,  which  brought 
the  act  fairly  within  tke  limits  of  the  exception,  as 
defined  by  ine  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Still  there  was  in  the  case,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  supposed  necessity  for  it,  (as  Lord  Ash- 
burton remarks,  with  that  just  sense  of  what  belongs 
to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  both  Governments, 
iiphich  characterizes  all  the  communications  of  this 
able    and  judicious  minister,)   the   grave  fact  of 
•*a  violation  of  territory,"  which  he  is.  "instructed 
l>y  her  Majesty's  Government  to  assure  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  considered  by  it  as 
a  most  set  iousfaa]"  and  that,  "far  from  thinking  an 
event  of  this  kind  should  be  lightly  risked,  they 
taould   unfeignedly  deprecate  Us  recurrence;"  that 
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il  is  to  be  "regretted  that  an  escplanation  and  apol" 
ogy  for  the  occurrence  was  not  imm«  di^ely 
made;"  that  he  can  "most  solemnly  affirm  that  no 
disrespect  to  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  United 
States  was  intended;"  and  that  "he  repeats  the  as- 
surance of  regret  her  Majesty's  Government  leel 
that  the  event  should  have  disturbed  the  harmony 
they  so  anxiously  wish  to  maintain  with  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  Government."  After  the  "explana- 
tions and  assurances"  thus  cordially  given,  he 
concludes  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by 
expressinsr  the  hope  that  "  all  feelings  of  resent- 
ment and  ill-will,  resulting  from  these  truly  unfor- 
tunate events,  may  be  buried  in  oblivion;  and  that 
they  may  be  succeeded  by  those  of  harmony  and 
friendship,  which  it  is  certainly  the  interest,  and, 
he  also  believes,  the  inclination  of  all  to  promote." 

If  gentlemen  can  see  nothing  in  frank  and  hon- 
orable explanations  such  as  these,  proceeding  from 
the  representative  of  an  "old  and  haughty  nation, 
{>roud  in  arms,"  to  satisfy  the  just  sentiment  of  na- 
tional pride  and  dignity,  in  regard  to  a  transaction 
long  past,  over  which  our  own  Government  had 
slept  with  quiet  indifference  for  years,  and  where 
there  is  a  perfect  concurrence  of  both  Governments 
in  the  great  conservative  principles  which  must 
guard  and  secure  the  immunity  of  their  respective 
terrritories,  (differing  only  as  to  a  debatable  ques- 
tion of  fact  in  the  particular  case,)  I  can  only  say, 
that  their  moral  temperaments  are  constituted  very 
differently  from  my  own. 

The  next  subject  treated  in  the  correspondence 
between  her  Britannic  Majesty's  special  minister 
and  the  Secretary  of  State,  is  one  of  peculiar  deli- 
cacy, as  well  as  importance;— the  interference  of 
the  British  colonial  authorities  with  American  ves- 
sels having  slaves  on  board,  the  property  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  under  the  laws  of  tneir  respective 
States,  and  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other 
uncontrollable  causes,  into  the  British  West  Indies, 
while  passing  from  one  port  to  another  of  the 
Union.  The  first  cases  of  this  sort  which  oc- 
curred, were  of  three  vessels  whose  names  have 
unfortunately  become  familiar  as  "household 
words"  in  our  diplomatic  history — the  Cornet^  the 
Encomium,  and  the  Enterprise,  The  two  first 
named  of  these  vessels  were  wrecked  on  the  Ba- 
hama islands  in  1831  and  1834,  and  the  third  was 
driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  a  port  of  the  island 
of  Bermuda  in  1835.  In  each  or  these  cases,  the 
slaves  on  board  were  liberated  by  the  interference 
of  the  colonial  authorities,  and  were  finally  lost  to 
their  owners.  On  all  these  occasions,  strong  rep- 
resentations were  addressed  by  the  Gk>vernment  of 
the  United  States  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  complain- 
ing of  the  improper  and  unlawful  interference  of 
the  local  authorities  of  the  islands,  and  demanding 
indemnity  to  the  owners  of  the  liberated  slaves. 
The  British  Government,  in  1837,  finally  agreed 
to  render  conipensatibn  to  the  owners  of  the  slaves 
in  the  cases  ofihe  Comet  and  the  Encomium,  buto^- 
solutely  refused  it  in  the  case  of  the  Enterprise. 
The  ground  on  which  this  discrimination  was 
made,  was — that,  at  the  time  oi  the  disasters  to  the 
Comet  and  theEncomium,  the  state  of  slavery  still  ex- 
isted in  the  British  colonies,  and  the  rights  of  Amer- 
ican slave-owners  might,  therefore,  be  recognised 
nnder  British  law;  but,  at  the  period  when  the  i.V 
'terprise  was  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  Port 
Hamilton,  the  act  of  the  British  Parliament  for 
the  "abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  colonies" 
h^d  taken  effect,  and  menceforward  there  could 
Be,  lawfully,  no  property  in  slaves  in  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions.  Lord  Palmerston,  in  an- 
nouncing to  Mr.  Stevenson,  by  his  note  of  7th  Jan- 
uary, lw7,  the  final  decision  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment on  the  case  of  the  EInterprise,  added,  that 
"slavery  being  now  abolished  throughout  the  Brit- 
ish empire,  there  can  be  no  well-founded  claim  on 
the  part  or  any  foreigner,  in  respect  of  slaves  who, 
under  any  drcumsta/nces,  may  come  into  the  British 
colonies,  any  more  than  there  would  be  in  respect 
to  slaves  who  might  come  into  the  United  Kmg- 
dom;"  and  this  declaration  he  emphatically  repeated 
in  a  subsequent  note  to  Mr.  Stevenson  of  the  llih 
December,  1837. 

Upon  the  important  qnestion  of  public  law  in- 
volved in  this  decision  of  the  British  Grovemment, 
a  long  and  earnest  discussion  took  place  between 
the  two  Government*;  but  terminating,  as  it  began, 
in  a  wide  and  irreconcilAe  difference  of  principle, 
the  American  minister  at  London  was  instructed 
to  propose  to  the  British  Government  a  conven- 
tional arrangement,  by  which,  in  practice,  the  ofii- 
cioos  and  exciting  interference  of  the  local  author- 


ities of  the  British  islands  with  American  vessels 
having  slaves  on  board,  when  driven  into  their 
"Waters  by  casualties  of  the  sea,  might  be  prevented. 
This  arrangement  was,  also,  very  sunmiarily  de- 
clined bj  the  British  Qovernment,  as  will  be  seen 
by  Lord  Palmerston's  note  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  tlie 
30th  of  Septemberj  1838.  And  thus  the  matter 
stood  down  to  the  close  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  admin- 
istration. The  recent  cases  of  the  "Creole"  and 
the  "Hermosa"— one  of  them  marked  by  incidents 
of  a  most  revolting  character— have  added  fresh 
proofs  of  the  necessity  of  some  imdersianding  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  on  this  delicate  sub- 
ject, in  order  to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace  and 
good  neighborhood;  and  the  correspondence  which 
is  laid  before  us  has  taken  place  with  a  view  to  ef- 
fect such  an  understanding,  on  (he  basis  of  a  just 
interpretation  of  the  law  and  comity  of  nations. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  contends 
that,  under  the  modern  practice  and  comity  of  civil- 
ized states,  the  merchant-vessels  of  a  nation— con- 
sidered always  as  a  part  of  its  territory,  while  on 
the  high  seas,  and  subject  exclusively  to  the  laws 
and  sovereignty  of  their  own  country  on  the  ocean — 
retain  their  national  jurisdiction  and  immunity,  to 
many  purposes,  in  the  ports  of  a  foreign  power, 
even  when  they  enter  those  ports  voluntarily.  But 
when  they  ara  forced,  by  stress  of  weather,  or  un- 
lawful violence,  against  the  will  of  the  master,  into 
a  foreign  port,  they  are  to  be  considered,  in  justice, 
as  if  they  were  still  upon  the  high  seas,  and,  during 
the  existence  of  such  involDntary  emergency,  vir- 
tually under  the  jurisdiction  of  tneir  own  country, 
,|pr  whose  laws  the  condition  and  relations  of  all 
Arsons  and  things  on  board  are  to  be  governed; 
and  any  interference  by  the  local  authorities  of  the 
'  foreign  port,  in  such  a  case,  to  change  that  condi- 
tion, or  to  disturb  those  relations,  is  a  pMceeding 
contrary  to  the  law  and  comity  ol  natipos.  These 
principles  are  enforced  and  lUnstrated  with  great 
copiousness  and  ability  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  nis  leuer  (o  Lord  Ashburton;  and  proceeding  to 
apply  them  to  the  case  of  slaves  on  board  of  Amer- 
ican vessels  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or  other 
causes,  into  British  ports,  he  says: 

*11i«  amoil  mode  of  Mactog  the  rale  of  Bngllrii  Ifiw  1%  thai 
no  woner  does  a  slave  i each  Uie  ahoie  of  BQgli«4  tbaa  ne  ie 
free.  This  ia  true;  but  it  means  oo  more  tbeo  that,  vhen  a 
slave  comes  within  the  esduaive  juriedietion  of  BoKland,  he 
ceaaae  lo  be  a  slave,  tMcaase  the  law  of  England  podovely  and 
noioriously  prohibits  and  forbids  the  existence  of  such  a  rela- 
tion between  roan  and  man.  But  it  does  not  mean  that  Bnglish 
authoriUes,  with  this  rule  of  Ei«Usb  law  in  thefr  band^  mar 
enter  where  the  jwriadietum  oj  another  nation  U  aeknow- 
edged  to  e«fs<,  and  there  destroy  rights,  obligations,  and  hater' 
ests,  lawfully  ezistkig  under  the  authority  of  soch  ouier  nation. 
No  such  consirucUon,  and  no  such  tflVct,  can  be  righlfally 
given  to  the  British  law." 

He  then  adds: 

^'li;  therefore,  vessels  of  the  United  States,  pursuing  lawful 
voyages  from  port  to  port,  along  tlieir  own  shore,  are  driven 
bj  stress  of  weather,  or  carried  by  nnlawAil  violence,  into  Br.g- 
iWh  pons,  (he  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  consent 
that  the  local  aathoritias  In  those  ports  shall  laJKe  advantage  of 
such  roisfniiuries,  and  enter  them  for  the  purpose  of  Inteiie^ag 
with  the  condition  of  persons  or  things  <hi  t>oard,  as  eetablliMa 
by  their  own  laws.  If  slavey  the  proijerty  of  ctllzefie  of  the  • 
United  States^  escape  into  the  Britieh  territories,  it  Is  not  expect- 
ed tliai  Uiey  will  be  restored.  In  that  ease,  the  territorial  juris- 
dialon  of  England  will  have  become  etelunve  over  them,  and 
must  decide  ibeir  condition.  But  slares  on  board  of  American 
ve99etB  lying  In  British  watera.  are  not  wlihin  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  Kncland,  or  uooer  the  ezdnslve  operation  of 
Eoglieh  law;  and  this  founds  the  broad  distinction  between  the 
casee."  **1n  the  opinion  of  the  Oovernment  of  the  United 
Statee,  such  vessels,  so  driven  and  su  detained  by  necessity  in 
a  friendly  port,  ought  to  be  regarded  es  MO  purwuing  their 
original  voyage^  and  tiimed  out  of  their  direct  ooone  only  br 
disaster,  or  by  wrongful  violence;  that  they  ought  to  receive  aH 
assistance  necessary  to  enable  them  to  resume  that  direct  course; 
and  that  Interference  and  molestation  by  ths  local  authorities 
where  the  whole  roysge  is  lawful,  both  in  iact  and  Intent,  in 
ground  for  )ust  and  grave  complainL" 

Lord- Ashburton,  in  his  answer  to  Mr.  Webster's 
note,  begins  by  remarking  that,  '*  having  left  England 
before  the  case  of  the  Creole  had  been  brought  to . 
the  notice  ot  his  Government  by  the  American 
minister,  he  had  not  been  empowei^  to  enter  into 
a  formal  stifuUUion"  with  respect  to  the  class  of 
cases  to  which  it  belongs ;  but  that  he  felt  all  the 
importance  of  the  snbgect,  and  the  desirableness  of 
falling  upon  some  means  for  the  prevention,  in  fu- 
ture, of  such  occurrences.  "Upon  the  great  gen- 
eral principles  affecting  the  ea8e,"-h6  savs, "  we  do 
not  differ."  And  again  he  observes : "  At  the  same 
time  that  we  maintain  our  own  laws  within  our  oum 
territories,  we  are  bound  to  reopeet  tha^  of  our 
neighbors,  and  to  listen  to  every  possible  suggestion 
pf  means  of  averting  fl'om  them  every  annoyance 
and  injury.  I  have  great  Gonfi4enc$  tkeU  this  may  bd 
effectualiy  done  in  tkepromU  instance;  but  the  caae 
to  be  met  and  remedied  as  new,  utd  must  not  b«  to* 
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hastily  dealt  with.  You  may,  however,  be  assured 
that  measures  so  importaDt  for  the  preservation  of 
fViendly  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  shall 
not  be  neglected." 

'  "  In  the  mean  time,"  he  says.  "  I  can  engage  that 
instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  governors  of  her 
Majesty's  colonies  on  the  southern  borders  of  the 
United  Stales  to 'execute  their  own  laws  with  care- 
ful attention  to  the  wish  of  their  Oovemment  to 
maintain  good  neighborhood  |  and  that  there  shall 
be  7Uf  ofici&us  interference  wtlh  Americdn  vessels 
driven  by  accident  ^r  by  violence  into  those  ports. '  The 
iaws  and  duties  of  hospitality  shaU  be  executed ;  and 
these  seem  neither  to  require  nor  lo  justify  anyfur* 
ther  inquisition  into  the  state  of  persons  or  thifigs  on 
board  of  vessels  so  situated^  than  may  be  indispensa- 
ble to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  municipiU  law 
of  the  colony,  and  the  proper  regulation  of  its  har- 
bors and  toaiers" 

These  declarations  and  engagements,  in  their 
spirit  and  obvious  import,  go  far  towards  giving  us 
the  practical  security  we  have  so  long  sought;  and 
wanting  onlv  the  formaliby  of  a  treaty  stipulation, 
present;  in  the  plighted  faith  of  an  accredited  pnb- 
lic  minister,  acting  with  the  approbation  and  au- 
thority of  his  Government,  a  guaranty  which  all 
great  nations  regard  as  no  less  saorea  and  obliga- 
tory. Who  that  looks  back  upon  the  state  of  this 
question,  as  it  was  left  four  years  ago  by  the  re- 
peated, peremptory,  and  unceremonious  repulses, 
which  sat.  Van  buren's  administration  met  with 
from  LK>rd  Palmerston  on  every  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, can  fail  to  recognise  the  important  advance 
which  a  spirit  of  justice  and  conciliation,  wisely 
consulting  the  interests  of  peace  and  good  neigh- 
borhood, has  now  made  towards  (be  ultimate  re- 
moval of  one  great  cause  of  irritation  and  com- 
plaint in  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  1 

The  last  subject  treated  of  in  the  correspondence 
which  has  been  laid  before  us,  is  the  great  and  vi- 
tal question  of  impressment.  Nothing,  through  a 
a  larse  portion  of  our  history,  had  exercised  so  em- 
bittenngand disturbing  an  influence  on  the  rela- 
tions of  England  and  America  as  the  ancient,  and, 
we  may  trust,  now  obsolete  pretension  of  impress- 
ing Bfiti^  seamen  (and,  under  that  name,  in  very 
many  instances,  our  own  citizens)  from  onboard  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States.  It  was  fit- 
ting, therefore,  in  seeking  to  establish  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries  on  durable  foundations,  bv  'the 
adjustment  of  so  many  questions  of  present  inter- 
est, to  anticipate  the  consequences  which  would  in- 
evitably attend  the  revival  of  a  pretension  so  re- 
volting to  the  national  sensibilities,  in  the  event  of 
another  European  war;  and  to  declare,  frankly  and 
beforehand,  to  the  British  Government,  that  it  was 
a  practice  which  would  henceforward  never  be 
submitted  to,  but  would  be  promptly  resisted  at 
every  hazard,  if  it  should  be  attempted  to  be  re- 
newed. This  declaration,  at  the  moment  of" ter- 
minating a  negotiation  which,  it  was  hoped,  would 
consolidate  a  permanent  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  was  due  to  the  spirit  of 
frankness  and  manly  dealing,  and  called  for  by  the 
true  interests  of  peace.  It  was  to  be  made,  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  remarks  in  his  letter  to  Lord 
Asbburton,  "not  to  revive  useless  recollections,  or 
.to  stir  the  embers  from  fires  which  have  been,  in  a 
^reat  degree,  smothered  by  many  years  of  peace; 
but  to  extinguish  tho^  fires  effectually,  beiore  new 
incidents  arose  to  fan  them  into  flame." 

The  Secretary  of  State,  therefore,  addressed  a 
note  to  Lord  Ashburton,  in  which  he  reviews  and 
analyses  with  great  clearness  the  grounds  on  which 
the  British  doctrine  of  impressment  rests;  and,  af- 
ter demonstrating  with  conclusive  and  irresistible 
torce  that  it  has  no  foundation  whatever  in  any 
principle  of  the  common  and  recognised  law  of  na- 
tions, however  countenanced  bv  the  municipal  code 
of  England,  he  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  after  the  most  mature 
deliberation  on  the  subject,  "is  prepared  to  say 
that  the  practice  of  impressing  seamen  from  Amer- 
ican vessels  can/aot  hereafter  be  allowed  to  take 
j^Ace;"  that  "it  is  founded  on  principles  which  the 
United  States  do  not  recognise,  and  is  invariably  at- 
tended by  conseouences  so  unjust,  so  injurious,  and 
of  such  formidable  ma^itude,  as  cannot  be  submit- 
ted t4t;*^).hA\,  the  rule  laid  down  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
when  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  origin  of  the  discus- 
sions between  the  two  Governments  on  this  subject 
—to  wit:  that  "the  vessel  being  American,  shall  be 
evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board  are  such" — will 
hereafter  be  inflexibly  maintained  by  this  Govern 


American  merchant  vessel,  the  crew  who  navigati  it 
will  find  their  protection  in  the  flag  which  is  oter 
ihiem.^  Here,  at  least,  is  a  declaration  worthy  the 
character  of  a  Government  conscious  both  of  its 
rights,  and  of  its  power  to  maintain  them,  and 
which  will  find  an  echo  in  every  American  bosom. 
Lord  Ashburton,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  Mr.  Webster's  note,  reco^lses  the  propriety, 
in  a  season  of  peace,  of^  anticipating  and  guarding 
against  "even  possible  causes  of  future  disagree- 
ment" especially  in  .relation  to  "so  grave  a  subject 
of  piast  irritation"  as  that  of  imfressm/ewt;  and  al- 
though without  authority  to  enter  upon  its  "seule- 
ment"  during  the  limited  continuance  of  his  mis- 
sion, he  entertains  a  confident  hope  that  the  task 
may  be  accomplished,  when  undertaken  with  a 
spirit  of  candor  and  conciliation.    After  adverting 

«^  iKa    ((nnwAoirA     r\riri<«tnlAC    mflinlllinA#l    kv  t)iA  twn 


arise,  or  rather  has  existed,  from  practices  former- 
ly attending  the  mode  of  manning  the  British 
navy,  iiv  times  of  wan"  ibat  those  practices  were 
attenaed  "with  injuries  of  an  extent  and  importance 
so  formidable"  as  to  call  tor  a  "remedy;"  and  that 
he  has  "much  reason  to  hope  that  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement may  be  made,  so  as  to  set  at  rest  all  a^ 
prehension  and  anxieti/" 

Now,  sir.  1  must  say  that,  considering  the  mark- 
ed contrast  oetween  the  matter  as  well  as  the  tone 
of  Lord  Ashburton's  note,  and  the  manner  in 
which  every  allusion  to  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment .  has  heretofore  been  invariably  met  by  the 
British  Government,  I  cannot  but  r^rd  it  as  a 
wise  and  honorable  abandonment  of^this  odious 
pretension,  under  the  influence  of  a  more  calm 
and  enlightened  public  opinion,  and  the  progress 
which  sounder  principlfBS  of  public  law  have  hap< 
pily  made  in  the  world  since  the  return  of  general 
peace. 

It  is  true  that  Lord  Ashburton  says  that  the 
"laws  of  Great  Britain  have  maintained,  from  all 
time,  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance;"  and 
that,  in  virtue  of  these  laws,  "all  subjects  of  the 
Crown  are,  in  case  of  necessity,  bound  to  serve 
their  country;  and  the  sea-faring  man  is  natually 
taken  for  the  naval  service."  Now,  to  all  this,  as 
matter  of  English  law  and  English  prerogative, 
we  take  no  exception.  But  we  say  that  the  exe- 
cution of  English  law  must  be  confined  to  English 
jurisdiction;  that,  if  Great  Britain  chooses  to  en- 
force this  alleged  obligation  of  perpetual  allegiance 
against  her  natural-born  subjects,  who  are  sea-far- 
ing men,  she  may  do  so,  tor  aught  we  have  to 
say,  by  impressing  them  while  they  are  within  the 
limits  of  English  territory,  and  on  board  of  English 
ships;  but  that,  if  she  attempts  to  do  so  from  on 
board  the  ships  of  other  nations,  she  trespasses 
beyond  her  jurisdiction,  and  violates. the  law  of 
nations.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that*  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton, keeping  this  distinction  clearly  in  view,  while 
asserting  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  the  services 
of  its  natural-bom  subjects  as  a  doctrine  of  the 
English  law,  nowhere  sets  up  a  claim  to  enforce  that 
service  on  board  the  vessels  of  a  foreign  power — which 
is  the  gist  of  the  whole  controversy. 

How  difierent  was  the  language  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  when,  shortly  alter  the  commencement  bf 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  anxious  to  arrest  the  farther  ca- 
lamities of  the  conflict,  authorized  a  proposition  to 
be  made,  through  Mr.  Russell,  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, assenting  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities  on 
the  condition  of  a  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,, 
and  that  instructions  should  be  immediately  given 
to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  persons  from 
American  vessels,  and  to  restore  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates  already  impressed;  with  the  under- 
standing that,  in  that  case,  a  law  would  be  passed 
by  Congress  to  prohibit  the  employ^ment  of  British 
seamen  in  the  commercial  or  public  service  of  the 
United  States.  Lord  Casllereagh.  in  his  answer  to 
the  proposition  Of  Mr.  Russell,  thus  nakedly  and 
imperiously  asserts  the  British  claim  of  impress- 
ment: 

"I  cuinot  refnin  rrom  axpreflslng  mj  turpriis  that,  iff  a  con* 
dition  preliminary  even  to  attispcnalon  ofhottilities,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  8iate«ehould  have  tlioaffht  lit  to  demand 
thatttie  Britiah  Government  ehould  deaiat  from  ite  ancient  and 
acctistomed  practice  af  impreaaing  Britiali  aeamen  from  the 
mercAoA  uhipt  of  a  foreigi^State^  almplr  on  the  aaaurance 
that  a  law  thai)  hereauier  tM  paaaed  to  prohibit  the  employment 
of  Britiah  aeamen  id  the  public  or  commercial  aeryioe  or  that 


In  the  same  spirit,  when  the  American  commis- 


mefiti  and  that,  "in  every  regularly  docnmeated  ||  sioners  at  Ghent,  in  their  yrejet  of  a  treaty,  offered 


an  article  proposiu;  <m\y  a  suspentum  of  tke  nic. 
tice  of  impressment  for  a  limited  Ume—accompiaiei 
too,  with  a  stipulation  on  our  part  to  exclude  BhtS 
seamen  from  our  naval  and  commercial  service 
and  also  to  surrender  deserters  from  their  ship»J 
the  British  commissioners  dashed  Ihdrpen  throort 
the  article,  simply  writing  the  word  *^iiiadm;Usm^ 
against  it. 

When,  instead  of  all  this,  we  see  u  ttpetiaced 
and  able  British  statesman,  charged  with  the  viewi 
of  his  Government,  frankly  admittmg  the  evib 
and  injuries  attending  this  practice,  refniniu;  fitm 
any  attempt  to  justify  it  on  grounds  of  intenatiaDal 
law,  and  expressing  a  confident  belief  thit  the  sob- 
ject  may  be  satisfactorily  adjnsted,-«idihisi]itt. 
swer  to  a  formal  representation  irom  the  Amerieait 
Government,  remonstrating  against  the  preiensin 
as  utterly  indefensible  in  principle,  and  uudenlde 
in  pracuce,  and  calling  for  its  total  rennndation,* 
does  so  marked  a  change  of  tone,  under  snch  cir- 
cumstances, admit  of  any  reasonable  interpretation, 
but  that  the  English  nation  and  GovemmeBt,  under 
the  influence  of  the  moral  and  e&liEhtened  code 
which  now  controls  the  intercourse  of  natiou,  ir 
prepared  to  abandon  a  claim  which  can  find  no 
countenance  or  support  in  the  prindples  of  thit 
code.* 

Whether,  then,  we  look  to  the  charaeier  of  the 
treaty  stipulations  which  have  been  entered  into,  or 
to  the  results  of  the  correspoudenee  between  ilie 
representatives   of  the  two  Governments,  every 
soimd  view  of  the  interests  and  honor  of  the  cood- 
try  equally  demands  the  acceptance  and  ratiiicatioQ 
of  the  treaty.    It  is  earnestly  objected  to  the  ntifi. 
cation,  that  there  has  been  no  adjustment  of  oar 
limits  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains.   Most  cer- 
tainly it  was  greatly  to  be  desired  that  our  import- 
ant territorial  rights  in  that  region  shoold  bare  oeea 
definitively  established.    But,  if  it  was  found  im- 
practicable to  come  to  an  agreement  on  thiistd^ 
ject  at  present,  (as  the  President  informs  us  ii  was,) 
ought  that  to  have  been  m&de  a  reason  for  decli- 
ning an  adjustment  of  so  many  other  important  in- 
terests where  an  agreement  was  practicable  and  on 
whose   immediate  adjustment   the  hauaaDjr,  and 
probably  the  peace,  of  two  great  nations  was  at 
stake.  The  question  of  our  Oregon  territory,  deep- 
ly interesting  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  is  not  likely  to 
suffer  by  wailing  for  a  brief  season ;  and,  in  the 
meanwhile,  the  adjustment  of  other  subjects  of 
controversy  will  enable  us  to  give  a  more  andi- 
vided  attention  to  ii,  and  to  bring  all  our  Tigilaooe 
and  resources  to  bear  upon  it.    And  here,  sir,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  protest  asainst  this  great  qaes- 
tion  being  treated  as  peculiarly  a  Western  inieresL 
It  has  the  broadest  possible  national  relations,  ad* 
dressing  itself  to  the  pride  and  the  interests  of  every 
portion  of  the  Union ;  and,  for  one,  I  beg  lore  to 
say  I  shall  be  found  as  impracticable,  if  I  shoold 
have  any  voice  in  the  matter,  in  yielding  one "  jot 
or  tittle*  of  our  just  rights  in  regard  to  it,  as  any 
representative  of  Western  interests  on  this  floor. 
It  is  henceforward  the  sole  uusettled  point  in  oar 
immense   boundary  stretching  from  sea  to  sea, 
which,  till  now,  presented  so  many  distracting 


*The  roUoviiig  sxtnct  from  the  Loodoo  TiiB«i|.  an  ttJutit' 
•oed  and  Influeoilat  organ  of  public  opinion  ia  «)Ci>M.  "If 
especially  of  the  party  aow  in  power,  publMnd  in  Ocww 
laat,  (tubeeaoently  ^>  the  appearance  or  the  cormpoodioea 
tietween  Mr.  Webetec  and  Lord  Aehburton.)  Mljmuumm. 
Rivee'ein  reference  from  Lord  Aefabarton't  note: 

"  Mr.  Webster  i«  certainly  right  in  conteodinx  ihti  Uicenli 
of  theeyatem  of  impreaement,  ak  praoiised  bytbii  cmouju 
former  yeara,  are  greatly  eotMnced  when  it  iiaKenptM  ton- 
force  ita  i>peraiiona  beyond  the  oataml  limiu  of  ui«  uniioiy 
and  jutiadiction  of  ]fio<laod'aod  itad^pendeociea  Except  mi 
benfgerent  right,  mnblng  can  l)e  aajd  in  defeoe*  of  it;  aodena 
as  a  beiligecent  light,  it  is  altogether  dUTei eotftoffl  ito  pneun 
of  visiting  neutrql  ships  In  wftrcb  of  the  nmjH  prop«7- 
That  right  ia  a  pan  of  Uie.law  of  nations;  ii  U*  m«""2 
part  of  maritime  warfare;  and,  in  spiie  of  occMiootl  pmm 
against  it,  it  has  been  aaser  ed  and  ex^rcissd  bj  stl  cm^' 
time  Smtes,  and  by  none  more  than  l»y  the  Fieoch  U'^nMUiii 
m  the  beat  days  of  their  naval  reoowu.  But,  slthougb  tnetinu 
exponrs  himself  to  risk  by  taking  Uie  enem^'sgoodion  mn, 
and  becoraea  pre  tanto  an  enemy,  the  cirCttmsiaiCT  «  w 
volttiiiary  presence  of  certain  English  sailon  on  botij  u 
American  merchant  ship  Is  a  very  questionable  frwiM  J" 
exercising  a  quasibnaiiie  power  in  Uiat  vesMt.  F'VtM  in 
municipaltawofEdgland  what  It  may,inre)atioutota««m 
▼eaael,  a  Brliieh  officer  has  do  daim  to  act  under  anjoUwrow 
than  that  which  is  recognised  by  the  world,  or  cottcsdM  vj 
special  tnaiQr.  .  j^ 

"There  is,  we  believe,  a  very  atrang  probabilUy  il*\2jj 
e^ent  of  a  war.  no  iDstructtoDa  for  the  impressmeni  of  flnj" 
serfhien  found  In  American  merchant  .ve«l«  wi"be*ioea» 
our  cruiaere.  The  right  U  doubtful;  the  «»«fP««HJ[ 
wuch  a  practice  certain;  nor  can  U  be  oeossiary  wr  "J^J" 
na? y  to  recruit  Its  forces  by  euch  meaos.  It  OTignt,  w«w"J 
frs  poedbte  to  acude  h  a  dedaraUon  lo  thu  effect,  am  » 
{  remeumeeapracUcetiMchit  ienottntenm  \9rtvm> 


l>ee.  \94». 
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Debate  on  the  fine  on  General  Jaekaon. 


Senate* 


points  of  eontroversy ;  and  we  shall  be  the  better 
able,  in  faCnre)  to  concentrate  the  national  soUci- 
tnde  and  gaardianship  upon  it. 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  President,  what  deep-rooted 
prejudices  there  are  io  some  minds,  survivmg  (an- 
conscioasly,  perhaps)  oar  former  national  conflicis. 
which  oppose  any  settlement,  however  iost  and 
honorable,  of  our  difficalties  with  England.  Bat  I 
a|:^)eal  to  Senators  if  this  is  an  occasion  on  which  an- 
tipathies of  that  sort  should  be  either  indulged  or  in- 
Toked.  Whatever  cause  we  may  have  had,  m  former 
periods  of  our  history,  to  complain  of  the  haughtiness 
and  iBjnatice  of  England  in  the  present  instance,  at 
least,  she  has  shown  notning  but  a  spirit  of  concU- 
iaiion  and  peace. .  I  profess  to  be  not  altogether  un- 
read in  the  history  of  our  eventful  relations  with  that 
great  power;  and  I  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that 
never  hefore  (with  the  single  exception  of  the  short 
administration  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  1806)  has  her  Grov- 
emment  evinced  so  sincere  a  desire  to  establish  and 
cement  cordial  and  friendly  relations  with  this 
oonntry.  fs  it  either  for  our  interest  or  our  honor 
to  repel  such  disposition^  1 

Il£nowthe  just  weight  and  authority  which  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson  on  subjects  of  national 
policy  have  with  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor. 
They  will  pardon  me,  therefore,  if  I  call  their 
attention  to  some  remarks  of  his,  which,  both  for 
their  spirit  jmd  their  wisdom,  seem  to  me  full  of 
instructive  application  to  the  present  occasion. 
Writing  to  Mr.  Monroe  in  1806,  (then  our  minister 
in  London,)  and  congratulating  him  on  the  prospect 
of  a  just  settlement  of  our  £fferences  with  Eng- 
land, which  the  known  dispositions  of  Mr.  Fox, 
who  had  ja$t  acceded  to  power,  afforded,  he  says: 

**No  two  countriefl  upon  earth  have  ao  many  poinca  of  com- 
mon interest  and  firiendahip;  and  their  rulers  itaust  be  bungler* 
Htdudt  if,  wiUk  meh  dtspontiorut  tbey  break  them  asunder. 
The  only  riTalry  that  can  ariee  is  on  the  ocean.  If  she  Mjiut  to 
«t,  eemetlia/orjf,  and  encourage*  the  eentiment  of  family 
feeHw  an4  canaucti  it  cannot  fail  to  befriend  the  security  of 
boih.'^^ 

Shall  we  prove  ourselves  something  worse  than 
the  bunglers  which  Mr.  Jefferson de^crioes,  by  rashly 
setting  aside  a  delicate  and  laborious  adjustment  of 
long-standing  difi'erences,  which  the  just  and  con- 
ciliatory sentiments  he  invokes  alone  rendered 
possible;  and  thus  embroil  anew  two  powers  who 
were  but  yesterday  on  the  brink  of  a  rupture, 
which  must  have  involved  the  peace  of  the  world 
with  their  ownl  Whatever  the  violence  of  party 
feeling  may  suggest,  the  sober  judgment  of  man- 
kind will  pronounce  the  arrangement  which  has, 
through  so  many  difficulties,  been  at  last  effected, 
a  happy  and  providential  event — above  a  mere 
achievement  of  diplomacy;  and,  hailing  it  as  the 
pledge  of  honorable  peace,  and  of  all  the  high  in- 
terests of  civilization  and  improvement  connected 
with  It,  will  hold  to  no  light  responsibility  anjr,  on 
either  side  of  the  Atlantic^  who,  by  rudely  reject- 
ing it,  frpm  passion  or  caprice,  would  commit  us 
again  to  the  excitements  and  the  hazards  of  a  re- 
newed and  exacerbated  controversy. 


FINS  ON  GENERAL  JACKSON. 

IN  SENATE. 
Thdbsdat,  December  22,  1842. 

The  bill  introdaoed  by  Mr.  Lann,  to  indemnify 
General  Jackson  for  the  fine  imposed  on  him  at 
New  Orleaps  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
daty,.  came  ap  for  coosideration,  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole;  and  there  being  no  motion  to  amend, 
it  waa  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  he  hoped  the  bill 
would  be  ordered  to  be  eogroBsed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. If  there  wa«  to  be  any  discussion  on  the  sob 
ject,  it  covld  take  place  npon  the  third  reading.  It 
was  bis  desire  that  it  should  be  advanced  now,  and 
he  boped  the  Senate  would  consent  to  the  course 
he  bad  pointed  out. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  observed  that  it  seemed 
to  bim  there  was  no  good  reason  for  eiempttng  it 
from  the  ^vdmary  coaiee  of  bills  passing  through 
the  Senate— that  of  referring  it  to  an  appropriate 
couamittee.  Indeed,  ii  seemed  the  more  necessary 
tb&t  this  bill  (hould  now  take  this  course,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  eirraordinary  manner  in  which 
the  subject  had  been  recommeiided  to  the  eonalder- 
aii-^n  of  CoDieress  in  the  President^  message.    If 


it  is  a  subject  of  such  impoitance  to  the  general 
welfare,  aa  to  call  for  that  recommendation,  it  must 
fO^ely  he  one  wliicb  it  Is  proper  abonld  take  ibe  y     Btr.  BAYARD  ob6er?ed,  that  when  this  maucr 


ordinary  course  of  being  referred,  like  the  other 
topics  of  the  message.  This  is,  at  all  events,  a 
safe  couise,  and  one  from  which  be  would  noi  ex- 
empt this  bill.  He  did  not  well  know — nor,  indeed, 
did  he  consider  it  important — what  committee  it 
should  be  referred  to;  but  he  would  suggest  that 
probably  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  the 
most  appropriate. 

Mr.  LIimN  contended  that  there  was  nothing 
unusual  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had  introduced 
the  bill,  or  its  preeeni  position  on  the  calendar.  It 
was  the  same  bill  which  he  had  in  trod  need  last 
MA^ion,  and  which  was  defeated  by  an  amendment 
that  obliged  bim  and  his  friends  to  vote  against  its 
passage.  The  subject  had  been  fully  discussed 
then,  and  he  really  thought  exhausted.  It  had  been 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  returned 
without  any  additional  light.  He  could,  therefore, 
see  no  use  in  such  delay  now.  And  as  to  the  Sen- 
ator's remarks  in  reference  to  the  Presidents  mes- 
sage, he  should  say  that  it  was  not  at  all  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recommendation  in  it,  that  he  had 
introduced  the  bill;  for  if  it  never  had  been  men- 
tioned, he  should  have  introduced  the  hill  the  first  op* 
portunity  afforded,  in  the  exact  form  in  vhich  it  is 
now  before  ihe  Senate,  being  the  very  same  bill 
which  was  defeatr d  last  session.  The  whole  sub< 
ject  is  compressed  into  as  few  words  as  possible, 
and  requires  no  elaborate  report  of  a  committee. 
When  up  last  session,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  contrary  to  hia  wishes  and 
remonstrance.  He  then  thought  (and  was  still 
of  the  same^ opinion)  that,  as  the  introducer  and 
mover  of  the  bill,  he  was  in  courtesy  entitled  to 
make  choice  of  a  direct  vote  on  its  adoption  or 
rejection,  in  preference  to  its  commitment  or  mod 
ification.  He  knew  that,  if  referred  to  a  hostile 
committee,  it  must  receive  an  adverse  report.  The 
Judiciary  Committee  last  session  returned  it  to  the 
Senate  for  its  own  decision — perhaps  net  being  able 
to  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
report,  which  should  be  made. 

The  bill  was  very  simple;  it  required  but  few 
words  to  express  its  object}  that  it  clearly  did,  with- 
out tbe  8  ighte&t  reference  to  any  controverted 
poln*;  and,  iheiefore,  he  could  not  see  any  rea- 
sonable objection  to  letting  it  be  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  thiid  reading;  and  if  then  any  gen- 
tleman wished  to  enter  into  discussion,  he  would 
be  ready  to  show  why  he  thought  the  bill  ought  to 
pass.  It  might,  by  common  consent,  now  be  ad- 
vanced to  that  stage,  and  the  discussion  might  pro- 
ceed; or,  if  it  was  thought  more  desirable,  a  day 
next  week  might  be  fixed  for  debate,  and  the  sub- 
ject might  be  so  postponed.  When  he  introduced 
the  bill,  his  only  reason  for  then  fixing  a  day  for 
its  consideration  as  a  special  order,  was  to  proceed 
with  \i  in  conformity  with  the  course  pursutd  by 
the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  TiLUfAiKia]  on 
introducing  his  exchequer  bill,  which  was  made 
the  special  order  for  Tuesday  next,  without  being 
referred  to  any  committee.  He  wished  this  to  take 
Ihe  same  course,  presuming  that  it  lequired  no 
elaborate  report  from  any  committee— and  that 
there  could  exist  no  desire  to  give  it  unnecessary 
delay.  He  would  now  propose  that  the  bill  be 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
that  the  discussion  be  postponed  till' it  came  up  on 
its  thid  readiuff. 

Mr.  HUNTINQTON  objected,  that  if  the  course 
pointed  out  by  his  friend  from  Missouri  were 
adopted,  the  bill  would  be  placed  beyond  the 
stage  of  reference  and  amendment,  even  should  it 
appear  in  discussion  that  either  were  necessary. 
There  was,  he  thought,  one  fact  not  touched  upon, 
which  pla^  the  matter  in  a  light  somewhat  differ- 
ent from  that  reflected  upon  it  last  session.  It  was 
well  known  to  the  Senate  that,  when  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
last  session,  and  when  the  committee  relumed  the 
bill  without  a  report,  it  was  because  the  committee 
had  no  evidence  before  it,  either  documentary,  his- 
torical, or  otherwise,  upon  which  it  could  base  a 
report.  Now,  tbe  case  may  be  quite  different. 
There  may  be  authemic  evidence  to  lay  before  y^c 
committee ;  it  may  be  in  a  condi:ion  to  advise  the 
Senate,  whidiit  did  not  feel  authorized  to  do  le^t 
session. 


was  submitted  lo  the  Senate  at  tbf  last  eesston,  be 
felt  disposed  to  return  the  fine— not  on  tbe  grouid 
that  there  was  any  legal  claim  on  tbe  Govemmeat 
of  the  United  States,  but  tis  a  matter  of  courtesy— « 
a?  an  additional  acknowledgment  of  services 
rendered.  It  sef  med,  however,  that  the  gebtlenen 
who  advorated  tbe  bill  were  not  satisfied  with  Ibis 
concession,  but  that,  seeking  tbe  absolute  exeulpa- 
lion  of  the  General,  he  and  bis  friends  insisted  ibat 
his  course  on  the  occasion  in  which  tbe  fine 
originated,  was  perfectly  justifiable— that  tbe  ac- 
tion of  the  judge  was  wrong,  and  that  it  is  the  daty 
of  Congress  .to  refund  tbe  fine.  And  this  was  tbe 
very  is^ue  which  demanded  tbe  amendment  of  tbe 
bill  which  he  bad  submitted  at  tbe  last  session.  It 
certainly,  then,  did  seem  very  odd  that,  after  a  re- 
pose of  nearly  thirty  years.  Congress  should  be 
called  upon — after  the  circumstances  had  faded  from 
the  recollection  of  the  community  and  of  individaal 
members  of  CoDgress — to  approve  of  a  bigb- 
handed  violation  of  the  Constitution  by  one  of  tbe 
military  officers  of  the  Gtovernmenk  Tbe  altern- 
ative was  priesented  of  either  giving  cpuateDanee 
to  an  implied  approval,  or  expressly  disavowing 
tbe  intention  of  pasaing  any  opinion;  and  tbe  Sen- 
ate preferred  the  latter  oourBe. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Senator  fifom  Loui- 
siana, [Mr.  CoaaiD,]  be  (Mr.  B.)  was  now  ena- 
bled to  refer  to  more  documentary  evidence  of  tbe 
grounds  of  decision  in  tbe  matter,  than  was  at  bis 
disposal  last  session.  He  held  Id  his  band  a  copy 
of  tbe  record  of  the  court,  in  (the  handwriting  of 
the  clerk  of  tbe  court,  and  made  out  at  the  time. 
He  had  read  it  carefully,  and  bad  come  to  tbe  con- 
clusion that  justice  to  the  court  itself— -the  permar 
aent  interests  of  tbe  people  of  the  United  States- 
required  that  the  matter  should  stand  as  it  does; 
and  that  it  comports  better  with  those  interests,  and 
tbe  reputation  of  the  distinguished  individual  in 
question,  that  tbe  affair  shontd  rest  on  its  present 
footing.  This  was  the  deliberate  conclusion  to 
which  he  bad  come.  Under  these  circumstances, 
be  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  bill  to  the  proper 
committee;  and  this  course  was  tbe  more  neeessarf  ^ 
seeing  that  tbe  avowed  object  of  the  bill  is  to  pro- 
cure a  legislative  recognition  ef  tbe  legality  of  tbe 
course  pursued  by  General  Jackson  on  that  oeea- 
aion.  He  bimself-^bis  friends  who  push  this  meas- 
ure in  its  present  shape — say  he  wonid  disdain  to 
accept  the  restitution  of  tbe  fine  as  a  gratuitiy.  It  is 
claimed  as  bis  right,  on  'the  ground  that  be  was 
perfectly  justifiable.  And  wh^t  is  the  inevitable 
conclnsioni  What  but  that,  if  he  was  justifiable, 
then  was  the  action  of  the  court  illegal  and  unjus- 
tifiable.  This  is  the  conclusion,  and  ibere  can  be 
none  other.  He  wruld  ask,  could  tbe  Senate,  with 
a  due  sen^•  of  its  duty,  p<>mut  ftuch  a  oonclusioal 
Was  it  not  neecfsary  that  care  Uiould  be  taken  to 
avoid  (his  conclnsioni  and,  therefore,  tbe  bill  ongb^ 
to  be  sent  to  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary,  thaff 
its  report  may  place  before  tbe  Senate  and  tbe 
country  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  which  it  is  called 
upon  to  act 

It  is  not  a  light  matter  for  Congress  to  sanetioii 
the  idea  that  the  lives  of  our  citizens,  their  prop- 
erty, and  their  personal  liberty,  may,  with  impu- 
nity, be  placed  at  tbe  mercy  of  a  military  com- 
mander, and  a  court-martial  of  his  officers,  brought 
together  at  his  summons.  He  knew  very  well  that 
there  were  seme  very  extraordinary  notions  enter- 
^ined  on  the  subject  of  ntmriial  (oip,  which  would 
render  a  court-martial  the  mere  ministers 'of  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  commanding  officer^  Now, 
he  thought  he  was  prepared  to  show  that,  by  tbe 
Constitution  of  the  united  States,  it  is  not  in 
the  power  even  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  much  less  of  an  officer  acting  under  a  com- 
mission derived  from  the  Federal  Government,  to 
declare  martial  law,  aiTecting  every  class  of  tbe 
community.  Congress  may,  indeed,  suspend  the 
privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeoi  eorput  but  cannot 
declare  martial  law  to  be  tbe  law  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  of  any  part  of  them.  There  is  a  great 
and  glaring  error  ^mmitted  in  this  matter,  by  con- 
founding these  things.  Ci?il  law  is  that  law  which 
reguialei«  the  rights  and  duties  of  citinns  gen- 
erally. Martial  law  is  a  code  specially  applicable 
to  Ihe  army  and  navy,  and  militia  wben  called 
into  actual  serTlee,  and  is  a  distinct  code  fof  tbe^ 
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government.  Etcii  in  time  of  wari  the  priyate 
citizen,  ihc  non-combttant,  cannot  be  subjected  to 
the  code  which  governs  those  engaged  in  warfare, 
withoat  a  manifest  violation  of  bis  eiril  rights. 
A  person  not  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Stales,  either  in  the  army  or  the  navy,  or  in  the 
militia  when  in  actaal  service,  cannot  be  subjected 
to  the  operation  of  martial  law,  beeaase  Congress 
coald  confer  no  such  power.  It  is  limited  in  its 
powers.  The  Constitution  says,  Coogress  shall 
have  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  armies,  to  pro- 
vide a  navy,  to  provide  arms  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  to  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces.  On  these  limited  and  spe- 
cific powers,  it  has  been  inferred  that  Congress 
may  declare  martial  law.  To  aroid  this  very  con- 
closion,  there  is  an  express  provision  in  the  very 
next  section,  among  the  restrictions  on  the  power 
of  Congress,  declaring  that  the  remedy  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  in 
cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion. 

A  state  of  war,  then,  authorizes  the  suspension 
of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  h^btat  corpus,  which 
is  the  sacred  instrument  of  liberty  in  the  hands  of 
the  State  authorities;  but  does  not  give  the  right  of 
declaring  martial  law,  as  applicable  to  the  commu- 
nity generally,  subjecting  the  citizen  to  a  code 
which  is  summary  in  its  proceedings,  and  arbitrary 
in  its  judgments.  No  citizen,  unless  with  his  own 
consent,  is  amenable  to  the  military  code;  and  that 
occurs  when  he  enlists  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  is 
called  into  action  as  part  of  the  militia.  Tbere  1% 
an  express  provision  in  the  5th  article  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  which  guards  against 
such  a  result,  by  declaring  that  "no  person  shall 
be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or  otherwise  infa- 
mous crime,  unless  on  a  presentibent  or  indictment 
of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  ca^es  arising  in  the  land 
or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual 
service,  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger.^*  The 
only  power  Qovernment  bus  to  establish  a  code  of 
martial  law,  js  in  relation  to  those  who  are  enlisted 
in  its  land  and  naval  forces,  including  the  militia. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  erroneous  notions, 
avowed  in  relation  to  martial  law,  should  prevail 
in  a  country  boasting  of  its  civil  liberty.  All  Con- 
gress can  do.  even  in  the  cases  Of  war  and  invasion, 
IS  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Mcoi 
corpus;  and  that  can  be  done  by  Congress  only — 
not  by  an  officer  of  the  Qovernment  without  its  au- 
thority. But  that  suspension  of  the  writ,  although  it 
may  leave  the  individual  subject  to  the  inconveni- 
ence of  temporary  restraint,  does  not  subject  him 
to  be  tried  and  punished  by  the  military  code.  If 
an  individual,  no  matter  how  high  in  commission, 
^r  how  much  impelled  by  necessity,  usurps  the 
power,  be  cannot  be  84 id  to  act  rightfully,  though 
he  may  be  excused.  A  high  and  imperious  neces- 
sity may  exist,  which  can  alone  form  his  excuse; 
and  whenever  such  a  case  is  presented,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
would  sustaih  the  officer  Whether  such  was  the  fact 
in  the  case  of  General  Jackson,  should  he  distinctly 
settled.  And  the  report  of  the  conmiliee,  present- 
ing all  the  facts  of  the  case,  would  place  the  mat- 
ter on  the  right  footing,  and  prevent  any  erroneous 
concIusioQs  io  relation  to  this  question  of  martial 
Jaw. 

He  had  dwelt  on  this  point,  because  he  con- 
ceived these  views  loo  important  to  be  overlooked. 
He  had  been  induced  to  go  thus  minutely  into  the 
matiefj  with  a  view  of  showing  that  it  contains  a 
grave  and  most  important  question,  involving  not 
only  individual  life,  liberty,  aad  property,  but  the 
liberties  of  this  country,  iu  dearest  rights,  and  its 
safeguards  against  the  exeicise  of  the  most  perilous 
and  tyrannous. power — a  power  such  as  this  Qovern- 
ment, much  less  its  commissioned  officer,  has,  and 
<;an  have,  no  right  to  assume  for  a  moment.  He 
tru^ted  that  be  had  shown  the  propriety  of  the  refer- 
eoce*  and  tbai  it  would  be  made. 

Mr.  LINN  remarked  that  he  should  not  have 
said  one  word  more  at  present — wishing  to  reserve 
his  remarks  for  the  regular  discussion  of  the  meas- 
ure— had  noi  ibe  Senator  from  Delaware  made  u;e 
of  $0Qie  extraordinary  obrervations,  which  de- 
manded immeoiate  notice.  That  Senator  says:  ''It 
bas  been  argued  by  General  Jackson's  friends  that 
tc  (General  Jackson)  acted  in  conformity  with  the 
letier  of  the  Constitution."    If  there  was  any  indi- 


vidual among  the  friends  of  General  Jackoon  who 
made  use  of  any  such  argument  during  the  discus- 
sion of  this  bill  last  session,  or  at  any  other  time, 
he  had  not  heard  it;  and  certain  he  was  that  he  had 
not  himself  used  one  expression  to  that  eiTect. 
What  he  and  his  friends  did  say  was,  that  Qeneral 
Jackson,  under  the  circumstances  iu  which  he  was 
placed,  acted  nobly,  and  merited  the  approval  and 
gratitude  of  the  whole  country,  so  fully,  unequivo- 
cally, and  repeatedly  awarded  to  him  then,  and 
ever  since  the  transaction.  He  was  not  the  man 
voluntarily  to  abandon  his  duty  to  his  country  in 
such  a  crisis,  and  take  refuge  behind  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution  for  his  excuse,  af^er  both  country  and 
Constitution  were  destroyed  by  an  invading  en- 
emy. He  was  not  the  man  for  any  such  line  of 
conduct. 

He  had  not  sought  to  place  the  bill  on  any 
ground  different  from  that  on  which  bills  hereto- 
fore bad  been  placed  for  refunding  officers  in  the 
public  service  fines  incurred,  or  judgments  award- 
ed against  them,  for  official  acts  done  for  the  benefit 
ot  the  country.  Money  paid  by  them,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  mandates  of  the  law,  bad  been  re- 
funded by  Congress;  and  upon  the  same  ground  he 
placed  this  bill — that  of  restoring  to  the  public  ser- 
vant money  paid  by  him  for  the  public  good.  He 
had  no  wish  to  go  any  further  with  the  subject  than 
this;  and  would  not,  unless  compelled  by  the  re^ 
maiks  of  others.  He  had  no  desire  to  disturb  the 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  matter.  The 
question  was,  simply,  whether  General  Jackson 
shall  have  the  same  measure  of  justice  emended  to 
him,  which  has  been  extended  to  other  officers  of 
the  Government — even  to  the  lowest  in  grade  of 
your  revenue  officers.  The  cases  of  Generals 
Brown  and  Wilkinson,  Colonel  Purdy,  &c-,  will 
present  themselves  at  once  to  the  memory  of  Sen- 
ators; they  being  of  a  high  military  character.  This 
bill  must  pass.  The  Aimeriean  people  have  willed 
it.  It  is  not  with  them  a  parly  question.  All  go 
for  it — Jew  and  Gentile,  Democrat  and  Whig;  and 
it  should  be  done  promptly. 

He  should  repeat,  that  the  friends  of  this  meas- 
ure had  not  argued  it  on  the  ground  of  the  act  for 
which  the  fine  was  incurred  beiag  constitutional. 
He  apprehended  not  one  of  his  friends  had  taken 
that  position,  and  that  therefore  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  was  in  error  in  supposing  it  was  so  ad- 
vccated.  The  constitutional  question  was  a  re< 
served  question.  The  friends  of  the  bill  never  urged 
it  on  that  ground;  they  never  said  aught  about  the 
Judge  being  right  or  wrong.  There  might  have 
been  those  who  disapproved  of  the  course  pursued 
by  the  Judge,  and  so  condemned  it.  But,  whether 
they  did  so  or  not,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  whiSk  was  discon- 
nected from  any  question  of  that  kind.  And,  as 
to  the  record  referied  to  by  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, he  knew  not  what  it  contained;  but  he  hoped 
the  Senator  would  move  to  have  it  printed.  Let 
it  come  to  light,  and  not  be  kept  floating  about  in 
holes  and  corners  If  there  is  anything  in  it  of 
such  importance  as  is  supposed,  it  is  right  it  should 
be  made  known — right  that  the  country  should  see 

it- 
It  has  been  intimated  by  the  Senator  from  Loui- 
siana [Mr.  CoMaio]  that  this  bill,  after  so  long  a 
delay  on  the  part  of  General  Jackson  and  his 
friends,  was  a  popularity -hunting  (cheme.  It  may 
be  so;  if  doing  justice  to  a  venerable  patriot  soldier 
and  statesman  would  gain  him  favor  with  hiseoun 
tiymen,  he  must  confess  be  de&ired  it,  for  he  cov- 
eted the  popularity  which  would  spring  from  doing 
right;  he  desired  no  other. 

It  would  be  obvious  to  the  most  casual  observer, 
that  General  Jackscn  could  not,  in  the  plenitude 
of  power,  ask  that  this  money  should  be  refunded 
as  a  mark  of  approbation  of  bis  conduct;  nor  Mr. 
Van  Buren  and  bis  friends; — as  the  first  was  ac- 
cused of  subserviency,  and  the  latter  of  wearing 
"collars."  No;  it  is  reserved  for  the  Wbigs->to 
his  political  opponent^-^to  act  with  justice  and 
magnanimity,  and  do  the  deed  themselves:  the 
more  magnanimous,  from  the  bitter  political  war 
that  has  been  waged  for  so  many  year?. 

He  frankly  confessed  that  rt  had.  escaped  bis  at- 
tention. It  was  first  excited  by  the  debates  in  the 
Legislatures  of  the  Statts  of  New  Yorlrlttd  Ohio; 


and  of  the  presentation  of  iastruetions  to  ihe  Home 
of  Representatives  ^  favor  of.  this  measure  from 
the  State  of  Michigan;  in  which  latter,  remarks 
were  uttered  by  an  individual  alike  injurious  to 
himself  and  to  Gen.  Jackson,  for  he  stated  (as  Mr. 
L.  undeistood)  that  the  General  had  not  paid  the 
amount  of  the  fine  himself — it  being  paid  by  others. 
Could  there  be  a  harsher  reflection  upon  the  honor 
and  int^rity  of  the  man  who.  had  perilled  all  for 
his  country)  It  was,  then,  importaot  to  the  Gene- 
ral's fame  that  all  doubt  should  cease  upon  that 
point;  that  the  historieal  fact  of  the  payment  of  ^ 
amount  of  the  fine  out  of  his  own  funds  should  be 
placed  beyond  cavil  or  dispute^  whilst  he  was  yet  in 
the  land  of  the  living. 

Mr.  BAYABD  did  not  know  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Link]  had,  in  debating  the 
subject  last  session,  put  the  claim  on  that  ground; 
but  he  (Mr.  Batard)  had  a  distinct  recollection 
that  some  oi^e  on  his  [W.  Limh^sJ  side  of  the  ques- 
tion did,  and  that  the  general  gist  of  the  argument 
urged  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  was,  that  General 
Jackson  was  perfectly  justified  in  resisting  the 
Judge's  mandate.  Now,  he  was  ready  to  admit 
that  it  might  have  been  a  citse  of  the  strongest 
necessity.  All  he  wanted  was,  that  this  poiat 
should  be  settled.  Let  a  leport  of  the  eommiitee 
be  made,  putting  the  matter  on  its  true  foundation. 
Let  it  be  shown  that  it  was  a  ease  of  high  necessity^ 
that,  under  the  mcumstances  then  extstiDg,  Oea- 
eral  Jackson  was  excusable;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  fine  ought  to  be  refunded  lo  him.  But  kt  oot 
ft  bill,  which  is  susceptible  of  a  different  const rsc- 
tion,  be  passed,  in  the  face  of  a  coustruotion  whieh 
all  knoi»  is  intended  to  be  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  observed  that  he  roee 
merely  to  make  an  ej^lanation.  He  uBderufood 
tSat,  when  the  bill  last  session  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  it  made  its  report, 
all  the  facts  were  not  before  it.  Now,  a  diilereat 
state  of  facts  was  presented.  In  referring  the  bill 
to  the  same  committee,  it  would  be  accompanied 
by  an  authenticated  document,  aflf^ording  informa- 
tion to  enable  the  committee  to  make  a  satisfactory 
report.  The  document  he  alluded  to  was  that  in 
the  bands  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to  lake  the  ordinary 
course  of  referenoe. 

Mr.  BAYARD  remarked,  that  he  had  been 
handed  the  paper  to  which  he  had  reftrred  by  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  ComunJ  to  whom 
he  would  restore  it. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  hoped  the  Sienatot  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  CoMRiD]  would  present  it  to  the  S^ate, 
and  avk  that  it  be  printed.  It  is  alluded  to  as  a 
paper  containing  important  facts,  and  it  was  there- 
fore desirable  that  it  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  CONRAD  observed,  that,  owing  is  tbepeea- 
liac  position  in  which  he  stood  in  regard  lo  the  bill — 
which  had  procured  him  the  honor  of  a  contro- 
versy partaking  somewhat  of  a  personal  character 
with  the  distingoibhed  individual  for  whose  benefit 
it  is  intended-— he  had  determined  to  take  no  pcut  iu 
this  debate,  but,  having  already  fully  expressed  h» 
views,  to  give  a  silent  vote.  He  should  not  now 
depart  from  this  resolution,  except  to  reply  to  an 
obervation  which  fdl  from  the  Senator  froaa  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  Limi.]  That  Senator  remarked  that 
the  copy  of  the  record  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  was  floating  about  in  holM  and 
corners  of  the  Senate;  He  did  not  know  exaciJy 
what  meaning  to  attach  to  tbe  expre»sion. 

Mr.  LINN  interposed  to  asFure  theSeaator  from 
I^ouisiana  that  be  did  not  intend  by  it  anythiag  of- 
fensive or  personal  to  him. 

Mr.  CONRAD  hoped  not;  but  the  ex^essioa 
was  calculated  to  convey  the  idea  that  there  was 
some  mystery  or  secrecy  connected  wiih  (his  docu- 
ment; ant*,  as  tbe  Senator  from  Delaware  had  re- 
eeived  it  from  him.  he  would  beg  ^eave  to  infrm 
the  Senate  how,  and  for  what  purpose,  be  bad  pro- 
cured it. 

Shortly  after  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  last  svm- 
mer^  finding  it  resuscitated  ia  tbe  House,  aod  sap- 
posing  it  would  probably  be  his  duty  sgain  to  vote 
on  it,  be  deiermiaed  to  procure  all  tbe  infotnatioB 
he  could  in  relation  to  tbe  facts  of  tbe  ease.  He 
accordingly  wrote  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  l>efof« 
I  whiab  die  pradeedlugs  had  taiRA  pl«^  te^iiMtiag 
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him  Id  eanse  an  aotkeaticated  cop?  nf  ihe  record 
to  be  made,  and  forwardtd  lo  bim.  Thi4  was  dooe. 
Meantime,  however,  a  friend  in  New  Orleans  had 
sent  him  the  copy  now  in  the  bai>d«  •(  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  which  he  brought  to  ihe  SeDme  a 
few  days  ago,  when  ihiB  bill  was  last  up,  and  ei- 
hibited  it  to  several  members  as  a  document  ascer- 
taining the  proceedings  connected  with  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  nne  on  General  Jackson.  By  a  siogn- 
iar  chance,  it  Js  a  copy  made  oat  shortly  after  the 
proceedings  occarred,  and  is  certified  br  the  clerk 
who  offieiated  iq  (hem.  It  is  dated  ia-D  cf  mber, 
18]  &.  The  gentleman  who~  sent  it  lo  him  stated 
(as  well  as  he  reeolleeted)  that  it  bad  been  found 
among  the  papers  of  some  person  deceased,  by  the 
notary  who  made  the  inventory  of  his  estate,  and 
had  been  preserved  as  a  enriosity. 

So  far  had  it  been  from  his  (Ur.'CoNaAD^)  in- 
tention, or  that  of  any  other  Senator,  to  suppress 
this  document,  that  it  was  determined  to*  lay  it 
before  the  committee  to  which  the  bill  should  be 
«  referred^  if  ii  were  referred,  or  to  submit  it  to 
the  Senate  if  the  bill  ^ere  not  referred.  In  the 
meantime,  it  had  been  shown  to  many  Senators, 
who  had  expressed  a  curiosity  to  see  it;  and  it 
was  now  at  the  service  of  the  Senator  from 
BfiBsonri,  if  he  desired  to  examine  it.  Perhaps, 
indeed,  it  would  be  well  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  that  Senator,  and  have  it  printed  for  the  nse 
of  the  Senate. 

On  the  question  now  pending  before  the  Senate, 
he  would  only  say  that  it  was  entire^  indifferent 
to  him  what  course  the  bill  'might  take.  It  must 
be  recollected,  however,  that  in  fact  there  had 
been,  as  yet,  no  report  on  the  bill— the  committee 
to  which  the  former  bill  was  referred  having  had 
no  evidenoe  before  it.  upon  which  it  was  consid- 
ered a  report  could  be  based.  If  the  object  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  was  really  to  have  this 
money  refonded  to  Qeneral  Jackson  on  terms  hon- 
orable to  himt  (and  he  did  not  doubt  that  this  was 
his  object,)  and  not  to  make  political  capital  out  of 
the  qaeafion,  it  iqipeared  to  him  that  the  only  way 
in  which  his  object  could  be  attained  woukl  be  by 
the  reference  of  the  bill.  What  was  the  Senator 
now  attemptingt  To  have  the  bill  addpted  by  the 
Sdeotieal  body  which,  sfier  a  protracted  discussion, 
rejected  if  by  a  large  majority,  not  five  months  ago. 
He  submitted  to  tbatSenator*s  candor,  whetjier 
he  could  expect  the  Senate  to  reverse  its  former 
decision,  except  on  such  evidence  as  should  satisfy 
tlip  majority  they  wer^  wrong!?  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  bill  were  referred  to  a  committee,  the  facts 
might  be  repotted,  and  some  mode  might  be  sug- 
gested in  its  leport  by  which  the  money  could  be 
refunded  to  Geutral  Jackson,  without  doing  any 
injuatice  lo  the  Character  of  others,  or  encouraging 
the  exereise,  by  future  military  commanders, 
of  powers  not  conferred  by  the  Constitntion,  and 
dangerons  to  the  lives  and  liberties  of  oOr  eilizens. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  but  a  few  words  to  say 
on  this  subject.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  [Bfr. 
Batabd]  had  been  discharging  his  heavy  artillery 
againrt  nothing.  He  had  not  even  a  target  to  fdm 
at.  It  had  never  been  oohtended  on  this  door  that 
a  military  commander  possessed  the  power,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  lo  declare 
martial  law.  No  such  principle  had  ever  been 
asserted  on  this  (the  Democratic)  side  of  the  House. 
He  had  been  induced  to  make  this  disclaimer  in 
consequence  of  an  attack  which  had  been  ihade 
upon  him,  in  a  well-written  pamphlet  signed  *'A 
Keatuekiaa,'^  for  having  advocated  snch  a  doe* 
trine,  in  conjunction,  strangely  enough,  with  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Biaaiin]  and  a  distin- 
gvisbed  member  of  ti^  other  House,  [Mr.  Adams  ] 
He  did  not  know  who  might  be  the  author  of  this 
pamphlet;  but  he  must  ei press  his  surprise  how 
aby  candid  man»  who  had  read  his  remarks  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  re* 
mission  of  General  Jackson's  floe,  could  h^ve 
fallen  into  such  an  error.  He  had  then  expressly 
declared  (and  the  published  report  of  the  debate, 
which  he  bad  recently  examined,  would  justify 
bim  in  this  assertion)  that  we  did  not  contend, 
stn'ctly  speaking,  that  General  Jackson  had  any 
ronstitational  right  to  declare  martial  law  at  New 
Of  leans;  but  thas  as  this^  exercise  of  power  was  thf 
ciBly  jann*  of  stTiiig  the  city  from  eapJtnie  by  thr 


enrtny,  he  »tood  amply  justified  before  bi$  eouniry 
for  thie  act.  We  placed  the  argument  not  upon  the 
ground  of  strict  constitutional  right,  but  of  such 
an  overruling  necessity  as  left  General  Jackson  no 
alternative  but  the  establishment  of  martial  law,  or 
the  sacrifice  of  New  Orlean»to  the  rapine  and  lust 
of  the  British  soldiery.  On^  this  ground  Mr  B. 
had  planted  himself  firmly  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress;  and  here  he  intended  to  remain. 

In  Ihe  history  of  every  nation  at  war,  ca?es  might 
occur  of  such  extreme  and  overpowering  necedsi* 
ty,  that,  in  order  to  save  the  country,  a  military 
commander  might  be  compelled  to  resort  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  martial  law.  Emergencies  might 
exist,  in  which  he  would  be  guilty  of  culpable  neg- 
ligence, if  he  refused  to  adopt  this  expedient.  TUs 
was  eminently  the  position  of  General  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans.  If,  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  a  trai- 
torous correspondence  was  carried  on  with  the  ene- 
ndy,  and  that  no  other  means  of  arresting  it  exist- 
ed, he  would  justly  have  exposed  himself  to  the 
severest  censave,  had  he  sufifered  the  city  to  be 
sacked,  rather  than  save  it  by  declaring  martial 
law.  But,  in  every  such  case,  the  commanding 
general  acted  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  at 
his  own  peril;  and  must  afterwards  appeal  lo  his 
country  for  his  justification.  To  that  country  he 
had  made  his  appeal,  and  it  had  nobly  justified  his 
*  condoct.  It  was  an  act  of  the  most  heroic  patriot- 
ism—of the  sternest  duty.  Most  fortunate  had  it 
been  for  us,  that  a  man  commanded  in  that  city 
who  never  shrunk  from  personal  responsibility 
when  hii  country  was  in  danger. 

General  Jackson**  situation  at  New  Orleans  pre- 
sented the  case  per  9xMme%  for  snch  an  exercise  of 
power.  If  we  were  to  search  the  history  of  the 
world  for  examples— if  imagination  were  permit- 
ted to  take  the  widest  range,  we  could  not  present, 
or  even  fancy,  a  ease  more  strongly  justifying,  in 
every  particular,  the  declaration  of  martial  law, 
than  that  which  existed  at  New  Orleans.  All  the 
attendsnt  circumstances  are  now  matters  of  au- 
thentic history.  General  Jackson  was  sent  to  de- 
fend our  great  Western  commercial  city  against 
the  British  forces.  He  was  almost  destitute  of  regu- 
lar soldiers.  A  few  thousand  raw  militia,  suddenly 
brought  together,  constituted  nearly  his  whole  ar- 
my. All  that  he  had  to  rely  upon  was  their  native 
but  undiscipUned  courage.  He  had  to  organize 
them,  to  discipline  them,  to  infuse  into  them  his 
own  iadomitable  tqiirit,  and  then  to  lead  them  to 
battle  and  to  victory. 

And  what  was  the  condition  and  character  of  the 
enemy  against  whom  he  had  to  contendl  The 
British  General  commanded  a  numerous  and  well- 
provided  army  of  regulars,  in  a  perfect  state  of 
discipline,  and  flushed  with  victory  over  the  con- 
querors of  Europe.  Such  were  the  fearful  odds 
against  Gkneral  Jackson!  We  can  all  remember 
that,  for  a  time,  despair  sal  on  almost  every  coun- 
tenance; and  we  have  been  informed  that  when  the 
news  of  the  victory  reached  Congress,  there  was 
such  a  burst  of  enthusiastic  joy  as  had  never  been 
witnessed  before  in  these  halls.  This  wss  the 
effusion  of  patriotic  hearts  upon  the  delivery  of 
their  country  ttom  fearful  and  impending  danger. 

By  what  means  did  the  General  achieve  this  great 
and  glorious  victory? 

Louisiana  had  been  a  Spanish  province  but  a 
few  years  before.  Its  ancient  inhabitants  had  not 
become  warmly  attached  to  our  Constitution  and 
laws,  as  they  are  at  present.  Besides,  there  were 
many  discontented  foreigners  within  the  city  of - 
New  Orleans.  Whilst  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  displayed  their  patriotism  and  their  cour- 
age on  the  field  of  battle,  the  dty  harbored  within  Its 
bosom  a  number  of  traitors,  who  were  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  enemy.  The  Gknerars  weakness 
and  his  plan  of  defence  were  in  this  manner  com- 
municated to  tlie  British  commander,  who  was 
thus  Instructed  in  the  best  mode  of  attack. 

General  Jackson  was  ibns  placed  in  a  position  of 
awful  responsibility.  On  the  one  hand,  he  was 
aware  that  the  letter  of  the  Constltulion  conferred 
upon  him  no  authority  to  declare  martial  law; 
whilst,  on  the  other,  he  knew  that  the  establishment 
of  martial  law  was  the  only  human  means  of  ar- 
resting this  traitorous  correspondence  with  the  ene* 
my»  u4  latiag  the  city.    Before  this  act  was  per* 


formed,  he  bad  consol'ed  the  leading  inhabitants  of 
New  Orleans  who  entirety  approved  ibe  measure. 

Sappose  General  Jackson  bad  refa^ed  to  estab- 
lish martial  law,  and  the  city  bad  h^pxi  captore<]: 
how.  could  he  then  have  justified  hi^  -conduct  to 
his  country?  Could  he  have  said,  **I  knew  there 
was  a  band  of  traitors  within  the  city,  who  were 
in  cofrespondence  with  the  enemy;  I  knew  that,  in 
this  manner,  all  my  plans  for  its  defence  would  be 
defeated;  I  knew  that,  by  declaring  martial  law,  the 
city  could  have  been  saved:  I  knew  all  this,  but 
such  wa^  my  reverence  for  tbe  letter  of  the  Con- 
stitution, that,  rather  than  violate  if,  I  determined 
that  New  Orleans  should  be  surrendered  to  the  pos- 
session and  Pillage  of  the  enemyl  I  would  not, 
even  for  a  tew  days,  restrain  the  constitutional 
liberty  of  the  citizens,  even  to  secure  the  perm  a* 
nent  salvation  of  the  city.*' 

No,  sir,  no.  Excusable  is  not  the  word.  -Gen^ 
oral  Jackson  stands  justified — amply  justified— in 
the  judgment  of  his  whole  country,  for  his  con- 
duct. This  IS  no  party  question;  at  leait,  so  fiir 
as  I  am  acquainted  witih  the  feelings  of  Ihe  people. 
Posterity  has  already  decided  the  question;  because 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  elapsed 
since  the  event.  The  passage  of  this  bill,  there- 
fore, is  only  important  as  it  will  embody  public 
sentiment,  and  place  upon  the  records  of  the  nation 
the  vindication  of  their  General. 

Mr.  B.  had  confidently  hoped  that,  in  this  era  of 
good  feeling,  the  bill  might  have  been  permitted  to 
pass  without  a  word  of  comment.  It  was  destined 
10  pars;  it  would  pass;  it  must  pass,  and  that  at 
no  distant  day.  This  act  of  justice  towards  Gen- 
eral Jackson  would  as  certainly  be  performed  as 
tkiat  the  American  people  were  grateful  to  their 
distinguished  benefactor.  Then  why  delay  ii? 
Let  the  healing  balm  of  our  approbation  go  home 
to  him  whilst  he  was  yet  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
Mr.  B.  strongly  appealed  to  hit  patriotic  and  gal- 
lant political  enemies  in  the  Senate  to  suffer  tbe 
bill  to  pass  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  some  remarks  again&t  tbe 
reference,  and  argued  in  justification  "of  the  declara- 
tion of  martial  law  by  General  Jacksop  at  New 
Orleans.  He  maintained  that  its  declaration  was 
indispensable  to  the  safety  of  that  city,  and  that 
the  necessity  was  a  foil  justification  of  the  act. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  followed  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Allkm. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed  that  bis  remarks  had 
been  misconceived  in  the  report  (moted  by  the  au- 
thor of  the  pamphlet  signed  *'A  jSTentuckian'*  I 
said  (continued  Mr.  B.)  in  the  debate  which  took 
place  at  the  last  session,  I  gave  no  opinion  as  to 
the  right  of  a  military  commai^der  to  establish  mar- 
tial law,  unless  the  expression  of  my  belief,  that 
Jndge  Hall  was  bound  to  issue  the  writ  of  hobtum 
corpus,  may  be  considered  as  a  denial  of  it:  for  the 
ve^  obvious  reason  that  that  right  and  this  obliga- 
tion could  not  co-exist.  If  martial  law  was  right- 
fully established  in  New  Orleans,  superseding,  in 
the  extent  which  was  practically  given  to  it,  all 
civil  authority,*  Judge  Hall,  thus  stripped  of  author- 
ity, could  have  been  under  no  obligation  to  issue 
this  writ.  When,  therefore,  I  asserted  this  obliga- 
tion, ^whichl  did  expressly  in  that  debate,)  I  denied 
inferentialij  the  right  to  esublish  martial  lai?. 

I  did,  however,  say  on  that  occasion,  and  now 
repeat  it,  that,  if  Gen.  Jackson  believed  (and  I  did 
not  question  the  sincerity  of  his  belief)  that  the 
safety  of  New  Orleans  required  the  conficement 
or  removal  of  Louallier,  and  persons  similarly  sit- 
uated, he  was  excusable  in  disobeying  the  writ  of 
a«6<ei  osrptis,  relying  upon  the  country  to  absolve 
him  from  a  responsibiliiy  which  he  had  assumed, 
by  adopting  a  measure  which  he  deemed  necessary 
for  its  defence,  when  the  responsibility  of  making 
that  defence  was  thrown  upon  him.  I  do  not  rec- 
ollect that  any  gentleman  asserted  in  that  debate 
that  General  Jackson  had  a  right,  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  estab- 
lish martial  law  in  the  military  district  under  bis 
command— that  is,  to  subject  its  inhabitants  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war.  There  were  those  who 
maintained  that  he  was  justifiable  in  doing  so; 
which  I  did  not  When  it  was  admitted  that  the 
Constitntion  and  laws  of  the  United  States  gave  no 
snch  anthority,  the  legal  question  was  at  an  er^ 
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beetOM  die  authority  of  Gknend  Jaekton  ai  the 
military  eomnander  of  that  district  wae  derived, 
and  ooold  be  derived,  only  from  that  Constitntion 
and  laws;  and  beyond  theee,  be  eould  have  no 
rightfal  aathority.  I  held,  howeTer,  that  the  act 
of  dif obedience  to  the  writ  of  M«ct  MfjMii  was  ex- 
cosable,  if  it  was  done  under  a  belief  that  it  was 
indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  city  with  the  de- 
fence of  which  he  was  intrusted. 


Mr .  PORT£R  said  he  would  not  have  detained 
the  Senate  a  monwnt  at  this  stage  of  the  discussion, 
bat  for  the  fact  that  he  considered  himself  as 
called  out  by  the  alltision  made  by  the  Senator 
fromMisaoari  [Mr.  Lmn]  lo  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Lpgislature  of  Michigan  a  year 
ago,  purporting  to  instruct  the  Senators  from  that 
State  on  this  floor  how  to  vote  on  this  bill.  It  is 
true,  that  such  reaolutions  were  sent  to  me,  and 
were  in  my  hands  pen<*.iDg  ibis  bill  during  the  last 
session.  It  is  also  true,  that  I  did  not  present  them 
to  the  Senate.  I  regarded  them  as  a  legislative 
expression  of  opinion,  addressed  to  myself  only, 
and  not  to  this  body.  They  assumed  to  control 
my  action  here,  but  not  that  of  anybody  else. 
They  related  merely  to  a  private  claim  of  small 
pecuniary  amount,  and  not  to  any  great  measure 
of  national  policy.  It  was  not  necessary  they 
should  be  presented,  in  oider  that  their  moral 
cflSeet  should  1^  felt  here;  for  the  fact  that  this  legis- 
tive  movement  had  been  made,  was  sofliciently 
notorious.  Whether  the  Legislators  of  Michigan 
be  entitled  to  the  honor,  in  this  instance,  of  first 
imparling  warmth  to  national  gratitude,  which  had 
lain  cold  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say.  It  would  seem,  however, 
fVom  the  remarks  of  the  Senator,  that  the  arrival 
of  these  resolntions  in  this  city  first  prompted  him 
to  action  here.  That  action  was  the  introduetion 
cf  a  bill,  at  the  last  session,  precisely  like  the  one 
now  before  us.  The  fate  of  that  bill  is  well 
known.  An  amendment  was  ofiTeicd,  which  di- 
rected the  refunding  of  this  fine,  with  costs  and 
interest;  wit^  the  proviso,  **that  this  act  should  not 
be  construed  as  an  espression  of  the  opinion  of 
Congress  npon  any  Judicial  proceeding  or  legal 
questions  growing  out  of  the  declaration  of  mar- 
tial law.  by  General  Jackson  during  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans."  I  voted  fo^  this  amendment,  and 
it  was  adopted  by  the  Senate.  On  the  question 
which  next  presented  itself,  viz:  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill,  I  voted  in  the  affirmative.  But  that 
vote  was  rendered  ineffectnal  by  that  of  the  Sena- 
tor and  his  friends.    The  bill  was  lost. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  this  reference  to  the  history 
of  the  case  daring  the  last  session,  that  my  course 
has  beea  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  as  expressed  in  these 
resolutions.  Had  I  been  disposed  to  regard  them 
as  mandatory  on  me,  I  could  not  have  acted  dif- 
ferently. In  saying  this,  however,  I  mean  not  to  be 
understood  as  admitting  myself  to  have  been  nnder 
any  obligation,  constitutional  or  otherwise,  to  yield 
the  right  which  they  assumed  to  exercise. 

Mr.  WOODBRIDGB  said:  It  will  not  have  es 
eaped  observation,^ r.  President,  that  I,  tro,  stand 
jn  the  MOM  relation  to  this  matter  with  my  friend  and 
colleague  from  Michigan.  It  is  frue,  sir,  that  resolu- 
tions, tfoch  as  have  been  described  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri,  passed  tlie  Legisla'ure  of 
Michigan,  and  were  sent  duly  certified  to  us  here: 
nor  was  it  at  all  necessary,  I  think,  that  we  should 
thus  have  been  reminded  of  the  fact. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  been  pleased, 
also,  to  draw  iato  notice  our  omission  to  present 
those  resolutions  to  the  Senate.  For  the  present 
occasion,  at  least,  I  am  %atif  fied,  so  far  as  regards 
mysf  ir,  with  the  brief  but  general  exposition  made 
by  my  colleague,  of  the  motives  which  may  have 
'induced  the  course  we  each  of  us  pursued. 

It  will  be  observed,  sir,  that  my  name,  too,  is 
xeginered  among  those  who,  last*  summer,  voted 
for  a  bill,  the  object  of  which  was,  without  casting 
reproach  npon  the  distinguished  judge  who  passed 
the  sentence,  to  remit  the  pecuniary  fine  imposed 
upon  General  Jackson.  Nor  am  I  prepared  to  say 
that  I  have  Muce  had  occasion  lo  vary  the  opinions 
I  th»n  entcrtaitied  in  the  matter.  With  reirard 
10  the  degre*  of  tf  spect  in  which  1  should  hold  ihr 
"*i>resied  wishes  or  opinions  of  the  authorities  of 


Michigan,  on  any  8ubj.?ci,  as  well  as  with  respect 
to  my  own  estimate  of  the  extent  of  the  obligation 
which  such  resolu  ions  as  are  alluded  to  nay  l>e 
('eemed  to  impose,  I«am  certainly  not  without  some 
o,)inioot  of  my  o<vn— and  opinions  I  have  no  dis- 
position to  conceal.  And  I  assure  my  friend  from 
Missoari  that  I  will  feel  myself  at  all  times  ready, 
if  be  desire  it,  to  explain  them  very  fully  and 
frankly  to  him;  or,  when  a  fit  occasion  shall  occur, 
to  expose  them  in  exlenso  here  in  the  Senate.  But 
now,  at  this  late  hour,  I  do  not  desire  to  delay  the 
S  na'e  by  entering  opon  an  exposition  which  would 
consume  so  much  time.  Indeed,  after  what  my 
colleague  has  raid,  I  should  hardly  have  risen  now, 
but  for  bis  omission — accidental,  I  presume— to 
notice  the  imputations  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear,  but 
which  the  Senator  from  Missouri  allowed  himself 
to  cast  npon  the  gentleman  who  has  the  honor,  in 
the  other  wing  of  the  Capitol,  to  represent  the  inter* 
ests  of  Michigan.  I  do  not  know  in  what  terms 
that  gentleman  thought  proper  to  announce  the 
resolutions  in  question,  in  the  other  House;  nor  do 
I  at  all  remember  to  have  read  the  newspaper 
which,  we  are  informed,  contained  the  account  of 
that  procedure. 

But,  relatively  to  the  animadversions  In  which 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  has  been  pleased  to 
iodnlge,  andVaiving  all  comment  upon  the  eom- 
peteney  or  proprieiy  of  making  thus  the  sction  oT 
the  other  House,  or  of  any  of  its  members  there, 
the  subject  of  comment  or  criticism;  much  more 
of  eenmn^  ikcr e,  I  ask  leave  to  say  that  the  Repre- 
sentative from  Michigan  in  the  other  House  is,  I 
have  no  doubt,  abundantly  competent,  and  on  my 
proper  occasion  will  be  equally  willing,  fully  to 
justify  and  defend  his  course,  whatever  it  might 
have  been  in  this  regard;  and  I  only  regret  that 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  should  liere,  in  another 
forum,  have  permitted  bimaelf  thus  to  impugn  the 
conduct  of  an  absent  person. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then, 
on  motion  to  that  efifect,  postponed  to  the  succeed- 
ing Tuesday. 

Mr.  LINN  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection, 
to  the  publicity  of  the  document  in  the  possession 
of  the  Senator  from  LoniBiana,  and  that  the  Sena- 
tor would  consent  to  lay  it  before  the  Senate  in 
the  proper  manner  to  warrant  that  course. 

Mr.  CONRAD  had  no  objection. 

The  copy  of  the  record  was  then  presented  in 
form  to  the  Senate;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LINN, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


REMARKS  OP  Mr.  WELLER, 

OF  omo. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives^  JanvAry  3<2, 1843. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law  being  under 
consideration, .  and  the  debate  having  taken  a 
wide  range-r 

Mr.  WELLER  rose,  and  said  he  had  not  risen 
with  any  disposition  lo  discuss  the  question  really 
before  the  House.  This,  indeed,  was  required  by 
the  parliamentary  law;  bat  the  common  usage  since 
he  had  the  honor  of  a  .seat  here,  had  been  to  discuss 
anything  else  except  the  question  upon  which  we 
were  called  to  vote.  In  this  instance^  he  found  it 
more  convenient  to  observe  the  usage  than  the  rales 
of  the  House;  and  he  should,  after  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  question,  allude  to  other  topics  introduced 
by  other  gentlemen  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  the  bankrupt  law  at  the  extra  session,  1^- 
cause  he  then  tNelieved,  as  he  still  does,  that  such  a 
law  was  neither  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
called  for  by  the  voice  of  the  people.  After  a  care- 
ful examination  of  that  instrument,  he  conld  not 
find  that  it  authorized  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
sanctioning  the  violation  of  contracts— he  alluded 
to  the  retrospective  feature  in  the  law.  For  him* 
self,  he  was  in  favor  of  a  strict  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  and  he  denied  to  Congress  the  exer- 
cise of  any  power  not  expressly  deleeated,  or  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  exercise  of  a  delegated  pow- 
er. But  gentlemen  infer,  because  the  States  are  In 
express  terms  forbidden  to  pass  any  laws  violating 
contracts,  and  the  General  Qovernmebl  is  not,  that 
therefore  Congress  may  violate  contracts!  Are  we, 
then;  to  assume  the  power,  because  it  is  not  forbid- 
den by  the  Constitution?    Pid  not  the  framers  of 


that  instrument  intend  that  this  should  be  a  QoTen 
ment  of  limited,  of  delegated  powers?  If  the  kiiiS' 
nous  construction  claimed  by  gentlemen  be  eim 
to  that  Constitution,  then  the  General  QoyciS 
ment  i»  omnipotent.  The  Stales  are  prohibits 
from  passing  laws  v iolal  ing  contracts;  ifc  PedeS 
Gtovemmcnt  is  not.  Why  is  this?  Simplr  be. 
cause  the  States  would  have  had  the  power  if  nr* 
prohibited,  to  pass  laws  of  that  character  and  b^ 
cause  the  Federal  Government,  deriving  all'ltsleeis. 
lalive  power  directly  from  the  Consiitmion,  cm  do 
nothing  except  that  which  it  is  expressly  amhorized 
to  do.  If  in  this  he  was  correct,  ihe  only  question 
which  remained  to  be  decided,  was,  whether  Con* 
gross  conld  exercise  the  power  conferred  to  paa>  nni^ 
form  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  withoatTio. 
lating  contracts.  If  this  could  be  done,  then  be  held 
we  had  not  the  power  to  violate  contracts.  That  ii  can 
be  done,  must  be  obvious  to  all.  A  prospective 
bankrupt  law,  to  operate  on  contracts  made  a/^ 
its  passage,  wonld  be  a  uniform  law  upon  the  snb* 
ject  of  bankruptcy,  and  no  violation  or  the  Conai. 
tution.  To  such  a  bill,  properly  guarded  against 
fraud,  and  so  framed  as  to  include  your  banks  and 
all  other  incorporations,  he  might  not  be  diipond 
to  object.  Then  indi  vidtials  would  make  iheir  bar* 
gains  with  a  full  knowledge  (^  the  law.  He  oonld 
easily  see  that  such  a  measure  might  operate  bene- 
ficially upon  the  country,  in  caking  excesire 
credit,  and,  by  drawing  tbe  banks  within  lis  infla. 
ence,  save  the  people  from  the  immense  losses 
herefore  sustained  by  the  frauds  of  those  instito- 
tions. 

This  law,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  which  we  are  nov 
called  on  to  repeal,  was  passed  under  very  pecQiiar 
circumstances.  At  the  extra  session,  after  Uie  bill 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  (where  every  one  sop. 
posed  it  was  destined  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death)  by 
a  decisive  majority,  the  Wnig  members  here  were 
entertained  that  evening  at  a  certain  "hoard,  where 
the  sparkling  champagne  flowed  pretty  freely,  ind 
where  rumor  said  an  agreement  was  made  to  r^ 
consider  the  vote  next  morning.  Sure  enongh, 
when  morning  came,  the  identical  same  men 
came  into  this  hall,  reconsidered  the  vote  of  the 

Erevions  day,  and,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  this 
ill,  with  all  its  acknowledged  imperfectkns,  was 
passed.  A  majoritv  of  this  House  at  that  reiytime 
was  opposed  to  it;  but  it  was  passed  to  secnre  ibe 
enactment  of  another  bill,  in  which  certain  West- 
.em  Whigs  felt  a  deep  interest^he  meant  the  land 
•bill;  for  it  is  well  known  that  all  the  laws  paaedat 
that  session  were  passed  by  contract  Not  one  of 
them  had  merits  of  its  own  sufficient  to  secure  its 
passage,  if  standing  alone.  It  therefore  became 
necessary,  in  order  to  carry  one  bill,  to  pass  several 
The  land  bill  has  been  virtually  repealed;  and  now 
the  friends  of  that,  seeing  the  contract  has  beea 
violated,  demand  the  repeal  of  the  bankrapt  law. 
And  hence  we  find  the  very  men  who  aided  by  their 
votes  in  passing  this  bill,  now  clamorous  for  its 
repeal  I  what  wonderful  stability  and  harmony 
there  is  in  Whig  legislation ! 

Bat  why  could  not  the  law  be  r^waledl  Conld 
it  be  pretended  that  the  people  were  in  favor  of  its 
retention  on  th|(  statute-book?  Wonld  any  gealk- 
man  rise  in^his  place  and  tell  him  that?  No,  sir, 
no  one  has  the  hardihood  to  hazard  such  a  dedan- 
tion.  Why  not,  then,  pass  this  bill  instaml^t 
Was  it  not  the  duty  of  this  House  first  to  aecertaia 
public  sentiment,  and  then  make  legislation  coa- 
form  to  it?  When  our  masters,  the  people  haw 
clearly  (jis  in  this  case)  expressed  their  vrjll,  are  we 
not  bound  to  bow  submissively  to  it?  But  we  haw 
been  told  that  the  people  in  1840.  bv  clecunf  a  dm- 
jority  of  Whigs  lo  this  House,  decided  in  favor  of 
of  a  bankrupt  law!  He  deniedthisi«/^t«.  No 
such  issue  had  been  presented— no  such  decision 
made.  The  act  was  passed  by  the  Whigmenbers 
here,  without  consulting  with  their  constltueots;  or 
else  why  is  it  that  you  now  find  some  twenty  or 
thirty  of  the  very  men  who  voted  for  it  in  ftvor 
its  repeal?  Again:  It  has  been  said  that  the  pro- 
pie  do  not  undersund  this  bill-^bat  their  hoAtuty 
to  it  ffrows  out  of  iheir  ignorance!  It  is  the  prac- 
tice of  a  certain  class  of  politicians  to  deoonncc  ihe 
people  as  ignorant  whenever  they  do  not  act  in  c(ffl» 
formity  with  their  particular  opinions.  At  one 
time  you  will  hear  them  demanding  thai  a  Ij* 
shall  be  passed,  because  the  people  desire  if,  ba 
when  thcpeople  are  found  to  be  opposed  w  it,  iben 
it  is  said  their  opposition  grows  out  of  their  tgw'- 
anul  Well,  (said  Mr.  W.)  I  am  incVmed  lo^ 
opinion  that  the  honest  fhrmers  in  my  disaict,  vto 
have  lost  ]arge  amo^nia  by  the  bankrupt  lav,  ImfV. 
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loraething  of  its  practical  operation.  They  have 
seen  enoagh  of  it  to  satisfy  them  that  It  should  be 
repeaied.  The  merits  and  demerits  of  the  law 
have  since  its  passage  been  freely  discassed 
in  the  newspuers  and  in  the  popular  assemblies, 
and  the  people  nave  almost  with  one  voice  demand- 
ed its  repeal.  Why  should  not  their  judgment  be 
carried  into  efiecti 

Mr.  W.  admitted  that  the  unconditional  repeal 
of  the  law  might  operate  hard,  and  evenoisjnst. 
ly,  upon  many  individuals;  for  he  had  no  doubt 
some  honest  men*  would  be  compelled  to  declare 
themselves  bankrupts,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
charge of  iheix  deotors.    Some  of  them  would, 
perhaps,  after  having  been  made  bankrupts  by  the 
lawjbe  excluded  from  its  benefits.  Besides,  owing 
to  the  decision  of  one  of  the  States,  (Missouri,) 
that  the  act  was  unconstitutionaL  no  one  there 
had  been  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  its  provi- 
sions.   He  deeply  sympathised  with  the  unfortu- 
nate debtor,  and  was  willing  to  exercise  all  the 
power  conferred  on  him  by  the  Constitution  to 
alleviate  his  sufferings,  or  release  him  from  im- 
prisonment; but,  as,  he  held  that  this  law  was  un- 
constitntional,  he  must  vote  for  its  repeal.    Those 
who  believed  with  him,  that  the  act  was  uncon- 
stitatiooal,  were  compelled  to  seize  the  earliest  op- 
portuniiv  to  repair  tne  breach  made  in  its  enact- 
ment.   It  is  true,  the  retroactive  part  of  the  law  is 
pret^  well  spent,  and  the  greatest  amount  of  evil 
resuHing  from  it  nas  already'been  felt;  but,  no  mat- 
ter what  benefits  might  result  to  the  country  from 
its  prospective  features,  he  was  bound  to  vote  for 
the  rq)eal  of  this  bill. 
Having  said  this  muph  on  the  subject  before  the 
y  House,  he  would  notice  other  questions  discussed 
m  exttnso  by  some  of  tire  gentlemien  who  had  pre- 
ceded him.    In  ranging  over  the  wide  fiela  of 
party  debate,  he  was  but  following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  illustrious  predecessors. 

He  knew  and  admitted  that  the  present  Execu- 
tive had  had  difficulties  to  encounter,  such  as  never 
obstructed  the  path  of  his  predecessor.    He  came 
into  power  upon  the  top  of  a  popular  wave,  which 
dashed  from  office  a  party  whicn,  for  twelve  years, 
had  had^  to  a  great  extent,  the  possession  of  the 
Government.  It  could  scarcely  be  expected  that  we, 
who  had  been  ejected  from  power  by  the  influence 
of  his  name,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  another  dis- 
tinguished individual — we,  who  had  been  so  sig- 
nafiy  defeated  at  the  ballot-box,  would  cherish  any 
▼ery  friendly  filings  for  him.    It  was  but  natural 
that  We  should  look  with  distrust — yea.  even  un- 
kindness — upon  the  individual  who  had  been  oneof 
the  active  a^nts  in  producing  our  overthrow.  We 
came  here,  however,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  at  the  extra 
session,  with  every  disposition  to  aid  in  the  proper 
administration  of  the  Government.    That  generos- 
ity and  forbearance  which  brave  and   cnivalric 
knights  always  extend  to  a  defeated  adversary,  was 
not  extended  to  us.    We  were  taunted  with  our  de- 
feat; and  whenever  we  dared  to  raise  our  voices  in 
this  hall,  were  told  that  the  people  had  condemned  us 
— that  we  were  like  criminals  in  the  cart,  waiting  but 
for  the  arrival  of  the  executioner  to  do  his  office 
upon  us !    You  of  the  Whig  pany  were  then  in  a 
tnomphant  majority.     Your    victorious   banner, 
ipr&vea  over  twenty  of  the  States  of  this  Confeder- 
acy.   So  complete,  so  triumphant  a  victory,  had 
never  before  been  achieved  in  the  annals  of  party 
-Vflufare.    He  would  not  stop  to  Inquire  by  what 
xneans  this  revolution  had  been  effected.    It  was 
«o<mgh  for  him  to  say  that  they  were  such  as  had 
cince  been  condemnea  by  the  sober  judgment  of  the 
peofrie— such  as  should  cause  a  blusn  to  mantle  the 
ehcek  of  those  who  used  them — such  as  he  trusted, 
/or  the  honor  of  this  country,' would  never  again  be 
resorted  to.  Your  distinguished  leader,  (Mr.  Clav,} 
^i^lsom  a  majority  of  you  have  so  long  delighted  to 
honor,  was  then  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
to  shapen  legislation  so  as  to  secure  the  succession 
to    himself.    That  was  a  happy  hour  for  him;  it 
^rss  the  day  of  his  triumph,    tie  then  imagined 
tihai  the  difficulties  which  nad  heretofore  obstruct- 
ed   his  path  to  the  Presidency  were  all  removed, 
and  that  he  would  have  an  easy  and  rapid  march 
to  the  goal  of  his  ambition-^hat  goal  for  the  at- 
tainment of  which  he  had  directed  all  the  mighty 
en^^rgies  of  his  mind  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
A\  ready  he  imagined  himself  seated  in  the  Presiden- 
ial  chair,  and  dispensing  with  a  lordly  munificence 
%\h^   patronage  of  the  office. amongst   his  friends 
Axsd  followers.  .But,  alas!  how  short-sighted   is 
jTi^«t     Bow  soon  the  destiny  of  the  politician  may 
^e  changed!   ToKlay,  conned  and  .caressed  by  a 


crowd  of  fawning  flatterers;  tomorrow,  when  ad- 
versity falls  upon  him,  there  are  "none  so  poor 
to  do  him  reverence,"  Yes,  (said  Mr.  W.,)your 
chieftain  has  fallen— fallen  "like  Lucifer,  never 
to  hope  again"— blasted,  scathed  by  the  lighming 
of  popular  indignation,  he  stands  a  most  melancholy 
monument  of  illrdirected  ambition.  He  might 
philosophize  over  his  present  prostrate  condition, 
and  repeat  as  applicable  to  his  own  case  the  lines 
ascribed  by  Shakspeare  to  Cardinal  Wolsey  in 
the  hour  of  his  misfortune.  He  would  not  trouble 
the  House  to  recite  them. 

[Several  gentlemen  around  Mr.  W.said,  "Repeat 
them'—let  us  hear  them — recite  them."] 

Well,  (said  Mr.  W.)  I  will  quote  them  for  the 
edification  of  gentlemen — 

^Thia  ia  the  itate  of  man;  to-day  he  pats  forth 
The  tender  leaTeaof  hope;  to-morrow  bloaaoma, 
And  bean  his  blnahiDg  honora  thick  upon  him; 
The  third  dar  comes  a  froat,  a  kiUlng  frost; 
And— when  he  ihinlu  good  eaay  roan,  foil  surely 
His  greatnen  is  a  ripening,— nips  his  root, 
And  then  he  falls  as  I  do.  1  haTs  Tentar'd, 
Like  little  wanton  boys  that  swim  on  bladders, 
This  many  aummersin  a  sea  of  glory, 
Bat  far  beyond  my  depth;  my  high  blown  pride 
At  length  broke  ander  me:  and  now  has  left  me, 
Weary,  and  old  with  service,  to  the  mercy 
Of  a  rude  stream  that  most  iorerer  hide  me." 

Yes,  sir,  there  has  been  a  ''frost,  a  killing  frost," 
in  Ohio,  where  your  captain  went  to  take  charge 
of  his  troops  in  propria  personA — in  New  Yorlr, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Maine— and,  in  fact, 
nearly  all  the  States— which  has  nipped  the  root  of 
his  hopes,  and  produced  an  explosion  of  his  "high- 
blown pride."  That  banner  which  waved  so  proud- 
ly in  1840,  and  under  which  he  believed  that  his 
friends  could  again  be  rallied  to  victory,  is  now 
tattered,  and  torn,  and  trailing  in  the  dust.  But  he 
had  no  disposition  to  exult  over  a  fallen  foe,  nor  to 
do  violence  to  the  feelings  of  his  gallant  friends 
who  had  adhered  to  him  through  good  and  through 
evil  repon,  and  who  were  still  willing  to  do  baule 
under  nis  lead. 

It  is  said,  ''whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth.*' 
If  the  degree  of  affection  is  to  be  measured  by  the 
amount  of  chastening  bestowed,  one  would  suppose 
that  our  Whig  friends  wercthe  especial  favorites 
of  Heaven.  Surely,  no  party  has  ever  been  so  se- 
verely whipped.  But  there  are  some  men  who  do 
not  profit  oy  experience.  There  are  some  whose 
souls  are  hardened  by  adversity;  and  he  doubted 
very  much  whether  the  recent  aflSictions  of  the 
Whigs  had  softened  their  hearts,  corrected  their 
principles,  improved  their  manners,  or  disposed 
them  to  abandon  their  hefesies.  Well,  let  them  go 
on  in  their  wild  and  reckless  course.  They  will 
find  that  "the  way  of  the  transgressor  is  hard." 
The  people,  seeing  that  their  prosfwrity  lies  in  the 
defeat  of^the  Whigs,  will  "laugh  at  their  calami- 
ties, and  mock  when  their  fear  cometh."  In  their 
efforts  tobreak  down  the  Executive  for  the  exercise 
of  a  constitutional  power,  they  will  find  they  are 
"kicking  against  the  pricks." 

At  the  extra  session,  we  were  (said  Mr.  W.)  in 
a  lean  minority — a  minority  almost  hopeless.  Our 
voices  were  too  weak  to  resist  the  passage  of  the 
unconstitutional  and  dangerops  laws  of  that  ses- 
sion; but  we  fortunately  found  a  Chief  Magistrate 
sufficiently  devoted  to  the  Constitution  (in  some  re- 
spects, at  least)to  save  it  from  the  ruthless  hands  of 
the  spoilers.  He  vetoed  the  bank  bill,  and  thus  de- 
feated a  measure  fraught  with  the  most  dangerous 
consequences  to  the  country.  He  believed,  if  such 
an  institution  had  been  permiued  to  go  into  full  op- 
eration, with  branches  extended  all  over  the  States 
of  this  Union,  Its  corrupting  influence  upon  the  bal- 
lot-box. and  upon  the  legislation  of  the  country, 
would  nave  been  such  as  to  have  required  a  revo- 
lution to  put  it  down.  We  all  know  the  influence 
of  concentrated,  of  oiganized  wealth,  in  the  hands 
of  ambitious,  designing  politicians.  The  history 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  furnishes  us 
with  abundant  evidence  on  this  subject.  Well, 
(said  Mr.  W.,)  the  President,  in  the  exercisd  of 
his  constitutional  prerogative,  arrested  the  bill:  and 
is  It  to  be  wondered  at  that  we  applaud  him  for 
the  adl  Would  Whig  orators  on  tnis  floor  expect 
us  to  denounce,  with  their  fish-market  epithets,  a 
man  who  had  thus  nobly  vindicated  our  princi- 
ples! Did  they  suppose  tnat  the  same  ba^e  ingrati- 
tude which  had,  upon  more  than  one  occasion,  sig- 
nalized their  conduct,  would  be  exhibited  by  usl 
But  he  is  denounced  as  a  traitor!  What  right  had 
they  to  expect  that  Mr.  Tyler  would  approve  of 
their  bank  charters?  Had  he  nr>t  repeatedly*  ^^c>^ 
in  public  life,  denied,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 


the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  incorporate 
such  an  institution'}  Does  any  man  preteiid  that 
he  recanted  these  sentiments,  when  canvassing 
for  the  second  office  in  the  Govern menti  Did 
he  not,  in  bis  first  message  to  Congress,  say  that 
such  an  institution  had  been  condemned  by  the  peo- 
plel  Could  they  expect  him  to  disregard  the 
solemn  judgment  of  the  people  upon  this  question! 
Why,  then,  charge  him  with  treachery!  Why, 
say  they,  lie  is  a  traitor  to  the  "universal  Whig 
party !"  During  the  past  administration,  Mr.  Vati 
Buren  was  denounced  as  the  President  of  a  parly ^ 
which  th^ey  said  was  dangerous — ay,  eoxeedingli/ 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Yes,  said 
he,  these  eloquent  orators  wanted  no  party  Presi- 
dent; they  wanted  a  man  who  would  soar  abotd 
party  trammels,  and  preside  with  impartiality  over 
the  whole  republic!  Oh,  no;  there  was  nothing 
selfish  in  their  movements;  they  cared  nothing  for 
office!  Nothing  but  the  most  devoted  afiection — 
the  most  ardent  love  for  that  unhappy  country 
which  had  been  ruined,  as  they  said,  l^  the  mal- 
administration of  a  party  President— fired  their 
bosoms,  or  nerved  their  arms,  in  the  ever-memora- 
ble contest  of  1840 !  Well,  sir,  how  stanj^s  the 
case  now!  Mr.  Tyler  refuses  to  be  a  mere  p^ty 
President  he  refuses  to  permit  a  legislative  cau- 
cus of  Wnie  members  to  prescribe  to  him  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  shall  discharge  his  executive  du- 
ties; he  refuses  to  let  other  men  construe  for  him 
that  instrument  which  he  had  sworn  to  maintain 
and  defend;  in  the  language  of  the  spoils  haters  of 
1840,  he  soars  above  party  discipline;  he  refuses  to 
fill  the  capacious  maws  of  the  horde  of  hungry 
office-seekers  who  are  constantly  besetting  him. 
This  is  the  head  and  front  of  his  offending;  and 
for  this,  he  is  daily  denounced  on  this  floor  by 
these  same  disinterested,  no-party  patriots  of  1840, 
as  a  base  and  an  infamous  traitor ! 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  repeated  that  John  Tyler  had  had 
no  ordinary  difficulties  to  encounter.  He  had  been 
placed  in  a  position  requiring  the  exercise  of  great 
firmness  and  moral  courage.  He  came  into  office 
when  the  tariff*  had  run  down  to  its  minimum 
point,  with  an  accruing  revenue  wholly  inadequate 
to  derray  the  necessary  wants  of  the  Government 
Thebankine  system— which,  under  vicious  State 
legislation,  Had  swollen  to  an  enormous  bulk— was 
exploding,  spreading  ruin  and  desolation  over  all 
the  interests  of  the  country.  States,  as  well  as  indi* 
viduals,  were  deeply  involved  in  debt,  and  national 
bankruptcy  seemed  almost  inevitaole.  .In  this 
emergency,  he  was  backed  by  no  party  here.  Both 
of  the  great  parties  in  i  his  hall  were  arrayed  against 
him.  The  Whigs  would  not  sustain  him,  because 
he  refused  to  obey  the  mandates  of  their  Captain- 
General,  and  because  he  wculd  not  direct  his  patron- 
¥;e  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  him  in  the  succession, 
he  Democrats,  it  is  true,  supported  some  of  his 
measures  zealously;  but  there  were  others  which 
they  were  compelled  to  oppose.  Besides,  they  then 
saw,  as  they  still  see,  around  him  some  men  in 
whom  they  never  have  had,  and  never  tan  have,  the 
slightest  degree  of  confidence.  That  the  President 
has  been  actuated  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties,  by  the  highest  considerations  of  patriotism, 
he  had  never  doubted.  That  he  conscientiously 
believes  that  the  measures  which  he  has  from  time 
to  time  -recommended  to  our  consideration  are 
calculated  to  advance  the  interests,  and  secure  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  the  country,  he  did  not 
question.  And  he  would  venture  the  prediction, 
tnat,  afler  the  excitement  which  now  prevails  should 
have  subsided,  and  reason  was  once  more  permitted 
to  exercise  her  proper  influence  over  the  minds  of 
men,  afler  the  brawling  pahisans  who  are  now  de- 
nouncing him  here  have  tumedf  their  attention  to 
some  other  object,  the  purity  of  his  intentions,  the 
integrity  of  his  motives  f  whatever  may  be  the  er* 
rors  of  nis  administration)  will  be  doubted  by  none. 
Cherishing,  then,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  as  he  certainly 
did,  the  utmost  feelings  of  kindness  and  respect  for 
the  President,  he  trusted  that  he  should  not^  be 
charged  with  a  factious  spirit  in  opposing  some  of 
his  measures.  Whatever  his  personal  feeling 
might  be,  that  could  not  influence  nis  political  sen- 
timents; he  never  suffered  his  personal  attach- 
ments to  control  his  political  opinions.  He  was 
wedded  to  Democratic  principles;  he  had  sworn 
upon  the  altar  of  his  country  to  devote  his  life  to 
their  maintenance  and  dissemination;  and  neither 
the  sunny  smiles  or  the  courtly  praises  of  friends, 
nor  the  curses  or  threats  of  enemies,  could  change 
his  course. 

We  $ho«ld  not  (said  Mr.  W.)  attenq^  to  stop  th^ 
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"wfiiitils  o(  doTernmetit  merely^  becaose  the  man  at 
^  helm  may  not  be  the  indlTidaal  of  our  choice. 
As  iinwi3e.  woold  it  be  in  the  brave  sailor  to 
Seattle  his  vessel  and  sink  her  beneath  the  waves 
of  the  ocean,  because  the  commanding  officer  did 
not  navigate  her  in  accordance  with  his  precon- 
ceived opinions.  What  do  we  sain  by  stopping  the 
Govemmenil  Do  we  inflict  cnastisement  on  the 
President,  or  do  we  spread  rain  and  distress 
amongst  oar  consitoentsl  This  Government  be- 
longs ta  no  party— it  is  the  common  propertv  of  as 
all—we  are  ioint  tenants  in  the  glorious  inherit- 
ance which  has  been  transmitted  to  as  by  our  an- 
cestor^ and  we,  who  are  chazged  with  le^lative 
duties,  are  under  an  obligation  to  see  that  its  bless- 
ings are  undiminished  under  our  guardianship. 
Tne  stars  and  the  stripes  under  which  our  brave 
countrymen  have  so  often  rallied  and  so  gal- 
lantly fought,  belong  to  no  party;  they  are  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  whole  American  Republic. 
He  humblv  conceived  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
I)emocraUc  party  to  sustain  the  Administration, 
wnenever  the^  could  do  so  without  abandoning 
any  of  the  prmciples  upon  which  they  have  hith- 
erto acted.  Our  political  creed,  being  that  upon 
which  Jefitooh  and  Jackson  acted,  is  well  under- 
stood by  the  conntrjT,  and  whenever  the  measures 
of  Mr.  Tyler  are  in  conformity  with  that  creed, 
they  ¥riU  receive  our  cordial  support;  but  when 
they  come  to  us  In  questionable  shape,  containing 
any  of  the  old  leaven  of  Federalism,  we  are  bound 
to  onpose  them;  and  he  trusted  we  should  do  so 
bololy  and  fearlessly,  regardless  of  the  consequences 
to  ourselves.  He  would  make  no  compromises  with 
any  part]r,  which  required  the  sacriftce  of  a  Demo- 
cratic principle. 

If  (said  Mr.  W.)  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  CosniNoJ  had,  as  was  rephesented,  come 
into  this  hall  holding  up  the  patronage  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  as  a  prize  to  be  struggled  for  by 
the  rettpective  parties,  be  would  have  told  him  that 
the  President  had  not  patronage  enoueh  (even  if  he 
was  so  disposed)  to  purchase  so  humble  a  member 
as  he  was— much  less  a  majority  of  the  Democratic 
party.  No,  sir;  he  would  sooner  see  his  own  right  arm 
stricken  from  his  body,  and  his  tongue  palsied,  than 
aacri6ce  his  principles,  or  any  portion  of  his  inde- 
pendence of  character,  at  the  footstool  of  any  Presi- 
dent. The  mass  of  the  Democratic  party  were 
made  of  sterner  stuff  than  to  be  seduced  fh)m  the 
allegiance  they  owe  to  their  principles  by  the  hope 
of  office. 

If  (said  Mr.  W.)  there  be  an  idea  in  the  mind  of 
any  one  that  a  par^  can  be  organized  and  sustain- 
ed on  executive  gifts,  let  me  say  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  entirely  fallacious.  The  Administra- 
tion must  rely  upon  principles;  and,  if  it  expects 
the  support  of  the  Democracy,  it  must  take  care  to 
make  those  principles  Democratic.  Executive  pa- 
tronage may  gather  around  the  person  of  the  Pres- 
ident the  speculating,  trading  politicians,  who  re- 
gard public  virtue  as  the  mere  coquetry  of  politi- 
cal prostitution;  but  the  (list  cloud  of  adversity 
that  rests  upon  him  will  be  the  signal  for  a  genera! 
desertion  of  his  cause.  In  the  hour  of  his  prosper- 
ity, they  may  load  his  ears  with  fulsome  praises; 
but  in  the  hour  of  need  they  will  abandon  him. 

Other  gentlemen  had  defined  their  position  in  re- 
lation to  tne  coming  contest.  So  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, if.any  gentleman  desired  to  know  where 
he  exnected  to  be,  he  could  answer  that  in  a  few 
montns  he  should  lay  aside  his  legislative  robes  and 
become  a  private  citizen.  He  expected  that  a  na- 
tional convention  would  be  held,  to  reconcile  the 
differences  of  opinion  which  now  exist  among  us 
as  to  who  the  candidate  shall  be.  When  the  result 
is  announced,  he  should  be  found  as  an  bumble 
private,  supporting  that  nominee,  come  he  from  the 
J^orth  or  South,  the  East  or  West.  He  held  on  to 
the  principles  upon  which  he  came  into  public  life, 
and,  sink  or  swim,  he  should  not  abandon  them. 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  KENNEDY. 

OP  INDIANA, 

H  the  Bauae  of  RepresentaUves^  Dec,  28,  1842— 

On  the  banlfrupt  law. 

Mr.  EvEBETT  having  called  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Kbnnedt  appealed  to  him  to  withdraw  ii 
until  he,  or  some  other  person  on  his  side  of  the 
House,  could  be  heard  a  few  moments, 

Mr.  Everett  reiVised  to  comply. 

Mr.  KzjntEDT  said,  if  he  could  make  no  better  , 


bargain,  he  would  undertake  to  renew  the  motion 
when  he  was  through  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Everett  persisie-i  in  his  motion.  [Cries  of 
"Vote  it  down."]  And  the  question  being  pot  on  a 
second  to  the  previous  question,  the  House,  by  a 
clamorous  majority,  retVised  the  second.  Where- 
upon, 

Mr.  KENNEDY  proceeded  to  address  the  House 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  question  of  repealing  the 
bankrupt  law  has  unexpectedly  created  great  ex- 
citement in  this  House,  not  so  much  from  the  de- 
bate on  the  main  proposition  of  repeal,  as  from 
some  incidental  remarks  which  have  fallen  from 
two  sides  of  the  triangle  on  this  floor.  And  as  I 
belong  to  the  other  side  of  this  three-cornered  fight, 
I  beg  to  be  heard  a  few  moments  before  the  debate 
closes. 

It  is  known  to  members  here  that  I  voted  against 
the  passage  of  this  law.  I  did  not  give  this  vote 
because  I  was  opposed  to  a  well-regulated  system 
of  bankruptcy,  but  because  this  bill  was  not  such  a 
one  as  I  believed  the  Con^titution  contenaplated  or 
the  interest  of  the  country  demanded.  But,  how- 
ever objectionable  it  was  in  its  original  inception,  I 
am  free  to  confess  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  has 
worked  its  worst;  or,  in  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  who  advocated  its  pas- 
sage, and  now  seeks  its  repeal,  "It  has  answered 
the  purpose  of  its  passage;"  or,  as  I  would  express 
it,  "It  nas  answered  the  purposes  of  those  who 

f massed  it."  It  has  given  the  power  to  many  mil- 
ionary  debtors,  who,  in  equity,  should  never  have 
had  the  benefit  of  its  provisions  to  wipe  out  their 
honest  debts;  and  now,  when  the  time  has  arrived 
that  some  honest  men,  who  have  been  made  bank- 
rupts by  applying  this  sponge  to  debts  due  them, 
are  about  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  law,  it  is  to 
be  repealed;  and  repealed,  too,  on  the  motion  of 
those  who  advocated  its  passage,  and  who  have  the 
effrontery  now  to  declare  that  they  intended  origin- 
ally that  it  should  have  but  a  temporary  duration. 

I  respond,  then,  lo  the  declaration  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  when  he  says  "It  has  accom- 
plished its  object."  And  I  say^o  that  gentleman, 
and  lo  the  House,  that,.altbough  I  voted  against  this 
law  in  its  inception,  yet  if  I  had  any  well  grounded 
hope  that  a  proper  system  could  be  ingrafted  on 
this  act,  I  would  freely  and  fearlefsly  vote  against 
its  repeal.  But,  sir,  this  thing  has  gone  forth  to 
our  constituents  in  its  original  deformity,  and  ac- 
cumulated against  it  such  a  fearful  denunciation 
as  calls  for  its  sudden  and  total  repeal. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  snail  vote  for  the 
repeal,  hoping  that,  at  some  future  time,  an  equi- 
table and  constitutional  bankrupt  law  may  be  en- 
acted. But,  whilst  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave 
to  sav,  that  the  mode  and  manner  of  passing  Uiis 
law  nas  done  more  to  render  it  so  universally  odi- 
ous than  even  its  unjust  provisions.  In  trealmg  of 
this  subject,  I  hope  the  House  will  excuse  me  if  I 
speak  plainly. 

What  were  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
law  was  passedl  I  understood  at  the  time  of  its 
passage—nay,  it  was  then  bold  y  avowed— that  its 

fassage  was  to  secure  the  passage  of  another  law : 
mean  the  distributfon  act.  But  I  have  been  told 
by  a  member  of  this  House,  (and  one,  too,  who 
avowed  his  participation  in  the  act,)  that  it  waa 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  elections  in 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Maine.  I  understood 
from  this  gentleman  that  it  was  feared,  and  so  rep- 
resented in  Whig  caucus  by  the  members  fro'm 
those  States,  that,  unless  this  law  was  passed,  the 
Whig  party  would  he  defeated  there  m  the  then 
corning  elections.  What  a  reason  of  slate  fpr  the 
passage  of  a  law!  If  you  Western  Whigs,  whose 
constituents  are  opposed  to  the  law,  will  neverthe- 
less pass  it,  we,  on  our  pan,  will  stipulate  and 
agree  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  carry  the  elec- 
tions in  Our  Slates  for  the^  Whig  party.  Shame 
on  such  a  prostitution  of  legislative  functions! 
But  it  turns  out,  in  the  sequel,  that  although  the 
price  was  paid  for  Whig  delegates  in  the  28tb 
Congress  from  the  States  of  Maine  and  New 
York,  yet  the  votes  are  not  fortkcoming.  There 
has  been  a  Yankee  trick  played  off* on  our  Western 
gentlemen.  The  Whigs  have  been  routed,  horse, 
foot,  and  df  agbons-^or  rather  I  should  say  <^rae- 
coons" — in  these  two  States.  And  I  suppose  our 
boys,  not  to  be  outdone  by  their  Yankee  btethren ,  are 
determined  to  take  back  the  consideration  by  re 
pealing  the  law. 

Now,  sir,  I  say,  on  leaving  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  if  this  law  was  paased  by  these  means. 
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and  for  sach  objects,  it  was  an  soholy,  dishonor- 
able, and  damnable  combiiuition;  and  if  such 
practices  be  tolerated  by  the  people  of  this  couDtry, 
It  will  end  in  the  total  corruption  and  overthrow  ot 
the  legislative  functions  of  this  Groverament.  I  re- 
peat, then,  that  the  mode  and  manner  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  law  went  further  in  rendering  it  uni- 
versdly  odious  than  even  its  unjust  provisions.  It 
is  objectionable,  first,  for  what  it  contains;  and,  sec- 
ondly, for  what  it  does  not  contain.  The  law  ought 
never  to  have  operated  retrospectively ;  for,  b? 
destroying  existing  contracts,  it  amounts  to  repudi- 
ation. It  is  a  congressional  sponge,  that  wipes  om 
all  old  scores.  This  feature  rendered  it  justly  odi- 
ous tn  a  debt-paying  people.  Bat  further,  it  ought 
to  have  embraced  wsihin  its  provisions  all  corpora- 
ions  issuing  paper  to  circulate  as  money.  It  was 
odious,  then,  from  this  omission.  And  hence  the 
people  demand  its  repeal;  and  repealed  it  must  be. 
So  much  for  the  repeal  bill. 

The  debate  on  this  bill  was  opened  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  BAaNABD]  wiih  a  losg 
and  doleful  history  of  the  discomfitures  and  disas- 
ters it  had  occasioned  the  universal  Whig  party. 
Sir,  whilst  listening  to  that  lamentable  recapitula- 
tion, 1  really  had  my  sympathies  enlisted.  My 
heart  is  warm,  and  rather  tender;  and  although  I 
can  war  against  Ihe  Whigs  to  the  knife — ay,  aod 
the  knife  to  the  hilt — whilst  they  are  before  me  iu 
the  open  field;  yet  when  they  come  to  us  with 
such  tales  of  wo  as  have  been  repeated  on  this  occa- 
sion, I  cannot  and  will  not  withhold  a  sympathiziag 
tear. 

I  think  the  gentleman  likened  their  cause  to 
that  of  some  miserable  criminal/  who  wa:$  con- 
demned to  the  task  of  rolling  a  heavy  load  up  a 
steep  bill,  but  to  be  met  at  the  top  by  a  force  which 
would  instantly  hurl  him  and  lus,  load  to  the  bot- 
tom agam.  Sir,  this  was  a  hard  case,  but  an  apt 
and  striking  illustration.  True,  the  Whigs  have 
been  engacred  in  rolling  a  heavy  load  of  condemseii 
and  exploQcd  measures,  and  they  have  rolled  them 
up  the  steep  of  public  opinion.  These  measures 
had  been  condemned  to  the  garret  of  "obsolete 
ideas"  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  By  im- 
mense labor,  long-continued,  they  did,  at  tlie  extra 
session,  by  a  desperate  efibrt,  succeed  in  heacbiog 
the  brow  of  the  hill;  and  here  they  were  met  by  an 
indignant  constituency,  and  they  and  their  load 
hurled  to  the  bottom,  leaving  them  and  their  meas- 
ures in  a  slate  of  total  wreck  and  ruin. 

I  now  enter  upon  that  part  of  the  debate  which 
has  been  called  the  desultory ^  the  incidental^  ox  ac- 
tidenUd  part. 

Here  let  me  refer  to  ihe  remarks  of  the^enile- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  CtTsaiNa.]  He  ^ays 
that  the  Whigs  as  aparly  havedashed  themselves  to 
pieces  against  the  Duclcler  of  executive  power, 
which  power  he  has  ingeniously  denominated  a 
*^constiliUiondl  fact,**  Now  I  can  ^  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  that  he  too  is  mistaken; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  correct  bim.  as  it  is  my  inten- 
tion, as  I  proceed,  to  strike  to  tne  right  as  well  as 
the  lefl.  The  gentleman  is  wrong,  then,  in  sup- 
posing that  the  Whig  party  ha^  broken  itself  into 
the  fragmenuthat  it  now  exhibits,  either  against  ex- 
ecutive power,  executive  vetoes,  or  what  the  gen- 
tleman calls  a  'constitutional  fact."  No,  sir; they 
have  dashed  themselves  to  atoms  against  the 
"buckler"  of  public  opmion.  The  secret  of  this 
fearful  destruction  Which  basso  unexpectedly  over- 
taken them,  is  to  be  found  in  that  senes  of  public 
measures  which  was  so  hastily,  at  the  extra  session, 
called  from  the  storehouse  of  "obsQlete  ideas," 
and  attempted  to  be  forced  through  Congress  as  a 
grand  whole;  and  this,  before,  the  people  had  time 
to  cool  after  the  glorious  victory  o(  1840.  Now,  those 
gentlemen  who  believe  in  their  consciences  that 
those  measures  are  fortbepublic  good,  deserve  great 
credit  for  their  zeal  in  their  enactment,  for  there  is 
nothing  more  to  be  admired  in  a  public  man  ihaa 
a  fearless  and  independent  discharge  of  what  he 
thinks  his  duty;  but,  in  persuading  themselves  that 
ihe  people  were  in  favor  of  those  measures,  or  that 
they  were  for  the  public  weal, — in  this  consisted  their 
error.  In  the  last  Presidential  canvass,  the  Whigs 
played  the  game  of  hide-and-go-seek  with  the  peo* 
pie.  They  nominated  candidates  of  doubtful  poli- 
tics, so  that  it  could  be  said  in  one  section  of  the 
country  ihat  they  were  in  favor  of  one  set  of 
measures,  in  another  of  another;  for  a  bank  and 
against  a  bank;  for  a  tariff  and  against  a  tariff;  for 
distribution  and  against  distribution,  according  W 
the  section  in  which  ihe  assertion  wan  made,  or 
would  suit  popular  feeling.    Thus  they  contrive^ 
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to  rally  men  of  all  shades  of  opinioii,  and  b^  this 
means  united  the  entire  elements  of  opposition. 
By  the  combined  efforts  of  thj!i  motley  crew,  the 
solid  bnd  veil-formed  ranks  of  Democracy  wer^ 
broken,  and  they  came  intisspower  flashed  with  an 
nnexpected  victory.  Bot  what  followed?  When  they 
ceased  to  break  down,  and  undertook  to  build  up— 
when  they  ceased  to  object,  and  attempted  to  pro- 
ject—ibey  suddenly  found  themselves  in  the jl-c  al- 
luded to  in  this  debate.  They  soon  went  to  pot; 
or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  it, 
they  found  themselves  dashed  to  atoms  against 
"a  constitutional  fact" — against  which  constitution- 
al fact  the  gentleman  kindly  warns  as  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  th%t  welnay  chance  to  knock  out  our 
brains. 

One  word  now  to  my  friend  and  colleague,  [Mr. 
Thompbon]  He  says  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushinq]  has  set  up  the  Gov- 
ernment at  auction,  to  be  knocked  down  to  the 
highest  bidder;  that  that  gentleman  has  openly  pro- 
posed a  coalition  with  the  Democrats;  and  that  if 
w»  say  nothing,  the  old  rule  of  '^silence  gives  con- 
sent" will  attacn.  Kow,  I  am  aware  that  what  is 
said  b^  that  gentlemai^  on  this  floor  is  read  with 
great  mterest  by  our  people  at  home;  and  hence  I 
leel  myself  called  on  to  make  an  immediate  re- 
sponse. For  myself,  I  did  not  so  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  I  did  not  under- 
stand him  to^l  out  the  Administration  to  the 
highest  bidder,  though  I  confess  it  squinted  a  Utile 
tiai  way.  What  J  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
was,  that  the  dominant  party  in  this  House  had  be- 
come, by  ijs  course  towards  the  President,  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  miserable  faction;  that  they 
were  willing  to  trample  under  foot  all  regard  for 
the  Constitution,  as  well  as  the  best  interests  of  the 
country,  in  order  to  "head  Captlng  Tyler;"  and 
that,  they  manifested  a  spleen  totally  unbecoming 
American  Representatives.  I  certainly  did  not 
understand  the  gentleman  to  mean  any  more  than 
that,  as  John  Tyler  was  the  President,  and  it 
was  his  duty  to  discharge  the  public  functions 
belonging  to  that  station,  and  being  thus  opposed 
by  the  majority  in  Congress,  he  was  bound,  and 
would  carry  on  the  Qovernmenl  by  the  best  means 
within  his  power.  To  this,  and  thus  far,  then,  I 
respond  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  and 
I  take  it  upon  myself  to  say,  that,  although  it  is  not 
material  to  the  people  of  this  country  who  is  Presi- 
dent, yet  it  is,  nevertheless,  very  material. that  their 
Government  should  not  be  stopped.  If  John  Tyler 
finds  the  Whigs  constantly  blocking  up  his  way,  in 
his  honest  intentions  to  do  his  duty — constantly 
clinging  to  the  wheels  of  Government  to  impede  lis 
progress— then  I  hold  it  not  only  to  be  his  right,  but 
bis  bounden  duty,  as  President,  to  look  beyond  that 
party,  and  to  every  part  of  the  country,  for  that  aid 
which  be  has  a  right  to  expect  from  those  who  put 
him  in  power. 

One  wore  as  to  the  bid  thai  the  Democrats  will 
make  at  this  presidential  sale,  which  my  collea^e 
says  is  coming  off.  I  do  not  speak  by  authority, 
but  I  speak  as  one  ol  the  fiAy-three  thousand  Dem- 
ocrats of  the  Hoosier  State;  and  as  1  am  the  only 
one  of  the  number  who  now  has  the  right  to  speak 
here,  I  speak  with  the  more  freedom.  If  I  am  re- 
quired to  bid,  I  must  first  know  the  terms  of  sale; — 
whether  the  bids  are  to  be  made  orally  or  in  wri- 
ting. In  the  latter  case,  I  should  be  cautious,  as  I 
have  always  found  it  to  be  extremely  inconvenient 
and  troublesome  for  a  politician  ty  put  his  thoughts 
to  paper.  They  sometimes  become. extremely  hard 
to  explain  away. 

But,  to  be  serious:  I  tell  my  colleague  that  so  far 
as  myself,  or  those  I  represent,  are  concerned,  I 
have  no  bid  to  make;  no  political  alliances  to  form 
with  any  man;  no  threats  to  fear  from  any  quarter. 
We  have  but  one  set  of  plain,  straightforward  prin- 
ciples; and,  so  far  as  the  Executive  is  concerned,  or 
anybody  with  the  Executive — so  far  as  the  Execti- 
iive  will  carry  out  those  principles,  so  iar  will  we 
stand  by  and  support  him;  and  not  one  inch  further. 

As  for  the  offices  of  th6  Government.  Which,  it 
has  been  supposed,  were  offered  under  aisguise  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts— for  myself,  and 
my  political  friends  whom  I  represent,  I  must  say  I 
want  none  o(  them.  If  one  of  my  political  friends 
should  ask  me  to  use  my  influence  fif  any  I  pos- 
s^sed)  to  get  him  an  ofiice,  my  reply  wotild  be. 
No,  sir.  And  Why!  Because  I  do  not  believe  it 
right  to  hold  office  under  this,  or  any  other  admin- 
istration, unless  you  can  ^ive  it  a  fall  and  fair  sup- 
port. I  hold  that  John  Tyler  lias  a  right— nay, 
ffiore,  that  it  is  his  duty— to  place  in  office  under 


liim  such  men  only  as  can  and  will  give  to  his  ad- 
ministration a  full  and  free  support,  if  sacb  can  be 
found.  I  care  not  if,  on  this  ground,  he  removes 
some,  and  puts  in  others.  I  never  complained  of 
President  Harrison  for  doingthis.  I  thought  it  his 
right  find  duty  thus  to  act.  What  sort  of  policy  is 
it  to  have  enemies  in  your  campl-^men  on  the  watch 
to  undermine  or  betray  all  your  measures'?  What 
is  this  but  political  suicidef  This  is  what  I  shall 
demand  of  nobody. 

I  believe  that  President  Tyler  ought  to  have  his 
friends  in. the  executive  offices— provided,  always, 
they  are  capable,  and  faithful  to  their  trusts.  So 
far,  then,  as  offices  are  concerned,  the  President 
has  none  that  I  would  receive  or  ask  for  my  politi- 
cal friends;  and  I  may  add,  that  /  suspect  any 
maiCz  Democracy  who  may  be  found  applying  for 
them. 

As  to  the  supposed  threat,  that  the  veto  power, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  will  be  used  against  us:  I 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
say,  in  substance,  that  the  Whigs  passed  certain 
measures  through  Congress;  that  the  President 
had  vetoed  them;  that  the  wild  fbry  of  resentment 
exhibited  by  that  party  against  the  Executive,  for 
thus  exercising  the  veto  power,  had  destroyed 
them.  Now,  gentlemen  Democrats,  as  you  will 
have  a  majority  in  the  next  Congress,  I  warn  you 
not  to  adhere  to  your  old  musty  notions  of  a  sub- 
treasury,  &c.,  but  to  come  in  and  ^o  with  us  for  fhe 
exchequer;  for,  if  you  do  persist  m  sticking  at  the 
President  your  ultra  measures,  why,  he'll  hit  you 
across  the  face,  with  a  veto  too.  For  myself,  I 
hardly  expect  to  be  a  member  of  the  next  Congress, . 
as  I  am  persuaded  that  a  pretty  considerable  num- 
ber of  my  worthy  constituents  have  serious  objec- 
tions. But,  if  it  should  be  my  good  or  bad  fortune 
to  be  here  at  the  next  Congress,  I  will  most  assur- 
edly vote  for  such  measures  as  I  think  right,  regard- 
less of  consequences.  And,  should  the  President 
veto  any  or  all  of  them,  although  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  I  would  do,  yet  I  am  fully  pre- 
pared to  say  what  I  would  not  do:  I  would  not  turn 
round  and  commence  a  vindictive  and  personal 
war  against  the  President,  for  an  honest  discharge 
of  what  he  believes  to  be  his  duty;  much  lesswould 
I,  because  he  had  thwarted  my  favorite  plans,  take 
advantage  of  the  excitement  it  might  engender,  to 
tear  the  Constitution  of  my  country  to  tatters — 
thus  madly  destroying  this  ark  of  political  safety 
purchased  for  and  handed  down  to  us  by  our  patri- 
otic fathers,  at  the  cost  of  so  much  blood  and  treas- 
ure. 

If,  however,  nnr  poor  advice  should  be  asked  by 
my  Democratic  friends  as  to  their  future  policjTt  I 
would  say  to  them,  give  the  Executive  no  occasion 
to  use  the  veto  power  against  you.  I  have  no  no- 
tion of  making  a  greater  man  of  John  Tyler  than 
the  Almighty  intended  him  to  be.  Therefore,  I 
would  avoid  giving  him  occasion  to  use  this  pow- 
erfully popular  weapon.  No,  sir:  I  would  force  on 
him  no  bill  but  such  as  I  was  satisfied  he  could 
conscientiously  approve.  I  never  desire  to  get  a 
stroke  with  such  a  weapon  across  my  political  pate. 
It  makes  a  most  ugly  scar.  If  there  is  any  charac- 
teristic in  a  public  man  that  the  people  admire,  it 
is  a  bold  ana  fearless  dischatge  oi  duty;  and  I  have 
never  y^  known  the  veto  power  used,  that  the 
massed  did  not  rally  around  and  sustain  the  Presi- 
dent in  its  use.  It  is  instinctive  in  our  people  to 
rally  round  and  support  the  man  who  tearlessly 
"assumes  the  responsibility."  It  was  imputed  as  a 
sin  to  President  Jackson  that  he  said,  "I  take  the  re- 
sponsibility." Never  did  politicians  make  a  greater 
mistake  than  charging  this  as  a  sin.  Sir,  it  was 
the  consciousness  of  having  taken  this  responsi- 
bility which  nerved  the  old  Roman's  arm,  until  i' 
bepame  as  an  iron  sinew.  It  was  this  cry  against 
him  of  "tyrant,"  which  called  the  honest  yeomanry 
of  the  country  to  his  support.  They  believed  his 
heart  was  pure,  and  his  purposes  patriotic;  and 
when  they  saw  him  nerve  himself  to  the  conflict, 
regardless  of  all  consequences,  then  it  was  that 
they  rallied  around  and  buoyed  him  up  to  a  point 
in  popular  affection  rarely  reached  by  mortal 
man. 

One  word  in  relation  to  my  opinion  of  Presiden' 
Tyler.  I  think  him  a  very  honest  man;  but  not  as 
great  a  man  as  General  Jackson,  by  considerable. 

I  will  tell  gentlemen  further,  that  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  all  the  "storms"  that  have  or  can  be 
raised  ever  "blowing"  John  Tyler  into  the  presi- 
dential chair  again.  Gentlemen  need  not  count 
much  on  that.  He  will  bs  suffered  to  retire,  at  the 
end  of  his  present  term,  with  a  good  honest  name. 


To  be  sure,  ii  will  be  somewhat  bespattered  with 
the  spleen  and  filth  of  the  party  who  put  him  in 
power:  but  whatofthaf)  The  world  will  appre- 
ciate the  motives  of  his  calumniators.  He  has  al- 
ready been  treated  to  a  round  of  billingsgate,  and 
denounced  as  a  traitor.  A  traitor  to  wnatl— to  his 
country?  No.  No  man,  as  yet,  has  dared  such  an 
avowal.  But  a  traitor  to  his  party !  And  who  is 
It,  pray,  who  thus  deals  in  epithets?  It  is  the  self- 
same men  who  once  denounced  Gen.  Jackson.  And 
what  was  he  denounced  for?  These  classical  epithets 
were  ppured  with  much  profusion  upon  his  venera- 
ble head  because  he,  fbrsooth,  went  with  his  party. 
According  to  the  notions  of  the^e  president-revi- 
lers,  it  was  treason  for  him  to  go  with  his  party, 
while  it  is  treason  in  Tyler  to  go  against  his  party. 
Sir,  the  people  have  seen  these  pretended  patriots 
denouncing  the  President  because  he  did,  and  the 
President  because  he  does  not,  until  they  are  becom- 
ing somewhat  suspicious  of  the  motives  of  such 
rabid  politicians.  Sat  let  no  man  suppose,  from 
this  remark,  that  I  am  going  to  join  in  the  hae-and- 
cry  lately  raised  against  ''radical"  or  ultra  politi 
cians.  No,  sir.  1  am,  myself,  "radical"  to  the  root, 
and  my  party  feelings,  like  the  roots  of  our  foresi 
oaks,  strike  deep  into  the  soil  of  my  social  affec- 
tions. Yes,  sir,  I  am  radical  throughout,  and  a  pretty 
terrible  fellow  when  once  going;  but  1  beg  leave  to 
remind  gentlemen  again,  that  when  the  people  hear 
us  clamor  one  thing  to-day,  and  another  to-mor- 
row—denounce one  man  for  sticking  to  his  par- 
ty, and  another  for  not  sticking  to  his  party —they 
will  be  apt  to  conclude  it  is  done  more  for  the  party 
than  for  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  intima- 
ted that  there  will  be  trouble  in  our  own  ranks;  that 
there  are  breakers  ahead.  He  says  that  the  names 
of  our  candidates  for  the  presidency  are  "legion." 
Now^  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  informing  that  gen- 
tleman that  be  need  give  himself  no  uneasiness  on 
that  subject.  It  is  true,  we  have  many  eminent 
and  worthy  sons  in  our  ranks,  whose  talents  and  ser- 
vices to  our  country  eminently  qoalihr  them  for 
that  high  station.  Most,  if  not  all  or  them,  are 
striving  with  a  laudable  ambition,  by  worthy  means, 
to  reach  that  summit  of  human  ambition.  But,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  must  recollect  one 
other  thing;  and  that  is,  none  of  our  men  ever 
come  before  they  are  called.  W<r  have  a  long  es- 
tablished usage  in  our  household  upon  this  subject.* 
We  submit  all  our  claims,  and  the  claims  of  our 
respective  friends,  to  the  decision  of  a  majority  of 
our  friends  in  convention.  Such  a  meeting  we  are 
yet  to  have,  when  the  conscript  fathers  of  our  faith 
will  meet  in  council.  When  they  have  thus  spo- 
ken, their  voice  will  be  responded  to  with  one  uni- 
versal shout  of  approval,  from  Maine  to  Arkansas. 
Before  that  day  arrives,  we  each  have  our  prefer- 
ences, and  will  freely  express  them.  AAer  that 
day  has  pai>sed,  these  personal  preferences  give 
place  to  our  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  My 
colleague  [Mr.  Thompson]  likewise  indulges  in  the 
hope  that  a  division  may  yet  spring  up  amongst  the 
Democracy.  And  with  a  view  to  foment  these 
supposed  differences,  he  has  artfully  spoken  of  geo- 
fi^raphical  divisions.  He  says  he  had  hoped  to  meet, 
in  our  next  fight,  the  great  Southern  chief.  At  the 
same  time  he  expresses  this  wish,  he  insinuates  that 
this  fancy  of  his  is  not  likely  to  be  gratified,  judg- 
ing from  the  "signs  of  the  times." 

Let  me  tell  ray  colleague  that  he  is  not  a  good 
observer  of  the  "signs  of  the  times."  And  further, 
if  he  supposes  that  that  chief  will  be  the  easiest 
overcome  in  the  coming  conflict,  he  is  mistaken  in 
that  loo.  If  the  mantle  of  the  people's  choice  should 
fall  upon  the  shoulders  of  that  chief,  I,  for  one,  will 
give  tne  hearty  response — Amen.  Under  his  lead, 
or  that  of  any  one  of  our  great  chiefs,  I  will  go  into 
the  battle,  with  full  confidence  in  being  able  to 
scatter  the  cohorts  of  Whigery,  backed  though  they 
may  be  with  the  disaffected  from  all  quarters;  to 
.which  you  may  add,  if  you  please,  the  influence  of 
the  "conslilulionalfact."  Here  let  me  remark,  that, 
if  President  Tyler  can  answer  ihe  catechism,  and 
receive  the  nomination  of  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion,-then  I  stand  pledged  to  go  for  him— [A  voice: 
"And  not  otherwise")— and  not  otherwise.  ^ 

We  seek  this  unanimity  of  action  in  our  entire 
party,  not  for  the  purpose  of  office  or  patronage; 
for,  however  honorable  and  desirable  it  may  be  to 
serve  our  country  in  the  numerous  oflices  of  trust 
or  profit  attached  thereto,  yet  this  with  us  is  a  sec- 
onaary  consideration.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying out  certain  great  leading  Democratic  meas- 
ures that  we  seek  power.    [A  voice:  "What  a*- 
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tbeyl^aame  them."]  Sir,  1  have  not  time  now  to 
^amerate  them;  but,  to  satisfy  the  gentleman,  I 
now  pledge  him,  that  if,  after  mj  political  friends 
shall  have  nominated  their  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent, they  do  not  give  them  to  the  world  in  black 
and  white — if  ihey  do  not  write  them  out  iu  bold 
relief,  so  that  he  who  runs  may  reiMi — or  if  they 
should  attempt  to  play  the  game  of  ''no  more  dis- 
closures for  the  public  eye"---lhen,  before  God,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  people,  I  will  denounce  them,  and 
refuse  to  act  with  them.  Does  this  satisfy  the  gen- 
tlemanl 

Yes,  sir,  in  due  time  our  banner  will  be  un- 
furled to  the  breeze.  The  mouths  of  our  prophets 
will  be  open;  and,  as  I  said  before,  if  John  Tyler 
can  respond  to  these  principles,  one  and  all,  and 
leceive  the  nomination  of  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion, he  will  be  good  enough  for  me,  notwithstand- 
ing the  corruption  that  surrounds  him. 

Some  of  John  Tyler's  acts  I  most  heartily  ap- 
prove; and  I  am  not  going  to  attempt  to  close  the 
Democratic  temple  against  him,  or  any  other  per- 
son who  chooses  to  come.  But  there  are,  I  confess, 
some  of  those  surrounding  him,  who,  I  think,  would 
make  an  awkward  appearance  in  our  ranks.  Only 
tAinkf  for  a  moment^  of  an  Administration  vsilh 
Daniel  Webster  and  John  C,  Spencer  for  its  high 
priestSf  endeavoring  to  recommend  itself  to  the  De- 
mocracyi  Sir,  you  might  as  well  attempt  to  grafl 
a  crab-tree  on  an  orange-stock.  Yet,  Mr.  Webster 
has  said  somewhere — at  "Patchogue,"  I  believe- 
that  he  was  a  Democrat— a  Democrat  ot  the  Jefferson 
school.  It  may  be  so;  but  I  was  not  taught  to  be* 
lieve  Webster  a  Democrat.  I  confess  I  have  strong 
prejudices  against  the  man;  but^  notwithstanding  I 
nave  looked  upon  him  as  a  political  leper,  yet  I 
confess  that,  since  he  has  been  so  liberally  de- 
nounced by  his  old  cronies — ^by  those  who  used  to 
call  him  the  "god-like"— those  who  ate  bread  with 
him — and,  above  all,  those  who  drank  his  wine 
on  the  night  preceding  the  passage  of  the  bankrupt 
law  J — since  these  men  have  denounced  him,  I 
have  thought  that  possibly  there  was  something 
good  in  him.  These  denunciations  have  caused 
me  to  look  a  little  closer  into  his  political  history; 
and  if, -upon  full  examination,  I  find  one  good  act — 
one  single  green  spot  to  rest  my  eye  on — I  will 
consent  that  he  may  come  into  our  party:  pro- 
vided^  alwaySf  he  comes  as  a  private;  as  a  "cap- 
ting,"  he  cannot  come. 

As  to  bargains,  1  tell  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son,] on  behalf  of  at  least  the  Democracy  of  the 
Hoosier  State,  there  will  be  none  made.  But  at  the 
same  time  that  we  refuse  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  Administration,  we  will,  by  no  means, 
refuse  to  aid  the  Administration  to  carry  on  the 
Government.  We  will  not  refuse  to  support  a  good 
measure,  simply  because  it  is  recommended  by  a 
man  in  whose  election  we  had  no  agency.  I,  for 
one,  will  vote  for  every  measure  I  think  right,  let 
who  will  recommend  it;  much  less  will  I  join 
in  an  attempt  to  tumble  my  Government  to  pieces, 
merely  for  the  gratification  of  seeing  John  Tyler 
buried  under  its  ruins. 

After  the  general  route  sustained  by  the  Whig 

Earty  since  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress,  1 
ad  hoped  they  would  have  been  taught  wisdom, 
and  somewhat  changed  their  haughty  dictatorial 
tone.  Whipping  is  beneficial  generally  on  bad  child- 
ren, and  I  thought  it  would  have  done  the  Whigs 
food.  Never  did  a  party  so  much  need  taking 
own.  None  was  ever  so  haughty,  so  presuming, 
so  self-conceited.  Well  do  I  remember  the  declar- 
ation of  the  imperious  tenant  of  Ashland,  that  the 
Democrats  were  like  criminals  on  the  hangman's 
cart,  waiting  only  for  the  order  of  execution.  Yes, 
sir,  no  longer  ago  than  the  extra  session,  this  was 
the  language  of  the  master  here,  and  repeated  by 
the  man  the  country  over.  Indeed,  it  appeared  to 
me  at  the  extra  session,  and  a  part  of  the  last,  that 
the  entire  party  had  tried  how  they  could  act  the 
tyrant.  All  discussion,  all. freedom  of  debate,  was 
effectually'  set  aside— the  gag  introduced- the  hour 
rule  applied— and  this  hall,  sacred  lo  liberty,  made 
to  play  second  fiddle  to  caucus  rtoms.  Let  ms  here 
put  in  a  few  words  in  exculpation  ol  some  of  those 
who  aided  in  this  work  of  furies  I  do  not  accuse 
my  Whig  friends  with  having  perpetrated  all  the 
mischieis  of  which  they  were  the  authors,  out  of 
mere  wantonness.  It  grew  partly  out  of  ignorance 
of  their  duties.  They  knew  not  how  to  manage. 
They  had  been  along  time  out  of  power-^they  had 
been  running  on  gra.ss,  (to  use  a  farmer's  phrase,) 
until  they  had  become  lean  and  lank.  The  conse  • 
<]aence  was,  when  they  got  into  clover,  their  course 


was  constantly  marked  by  the  most  tnormous. 
excesses.     Such  another  set  of  legislators  I  hope 
never  again  to  see. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  I  hoped, 
from  their  conduct,  that  the  late  elections  had  liad 
their  desired  effect  on  the  Whigs  in  this  House,  Un- 
der this  impression,  I  wrote  to  numbers  of  my 
friends  that  the  Whigs  were  quite  tame,  and  dis- 
posed to  attend  to  public  business.  If,  however,  it 
shall  turn  out  that  destruction  is  not  sufficient,  but 
that  nothing  else  than  annihilation  will  do  this 
party,  I  hope,  at  least,  that  those  who  are  yet  sober 
on  political  matters  will  take  the  warning  which 
the  prostration  of  the  late  Whig  party  gives  to  the 
world;  and,  in  future,  let  politicians  here  make  the 
laws,  and  the  people  will  make  the  Presidents. 

In  defence  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Gushing]  against  the  charge  of  the  gentleman 
irom  Vermont,  [Mr.  Evebett,]  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  this  parly  and  personal  debate  did  not  originate 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  If  my 
memory  serves  me,  it  originated  with  the  gentle- 
man irom  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Arnold,]  who  opened 
up  the  floodgates  of  his  wrath  against  the  Admin- 
istration, and  poured  sluices  of  billingsgate  upon 
the  heads  of  John  Tyler  and  his  friends;  a  liberal 
share  of  which  was  meted  out  to  what  he  calls 
"the  sub-Iranian  Democracy." 

Thus,  you  see,  this  debate  originated  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House.  Indeed,  I  have  never 
known  one  of  this  character  that  did  not;  and  I 
now  challenge  any  person  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice  to  mention  the  occasion,  since  this  Congress 
commenced  its  first  session,  when  any  member  of 
the  Democratic  party  commenced  a  party  debate 
that  consumed  the  lime  of  the  House  one  hour. 
There  is  no  such  instance.  Heretofore,  during 
this  session,  the  Whigs,  smarting  under  their  late 
castigation,  have  forIx)rne  to  enter  into  a  personal 
or  party  debate.  Within  the  last  few  days,  how- 
ever, they  have  shown  an  evident  disposition  to 
launch  out  into  their  former  practices  of  violence 
and  vituperation.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  expected  that 
the  particular  friends  of  the  President  will  sit  still, 
and  hear  themselves  and  their  friends  violently 
and  wantonly  assailed,  without  making  a  proper 
reply  and  suitable  resentmenil  The  whole  course 
of  my  Whig  friends  here  seems  to  me  to  be  direct- 
ed to  sustaining  the  power  which  they  by  accident 
obtained;  and  I  will  be  excused  for  saying  that, 
unless  they  alter  their  course,  and  that  speedily, 
such  an  accident  will  never  happen  to  them  again. 

One  word  further  upon  the  suoject  of  a  coalition 
between  the  Administration  and  the  Democrats.  I 
see  no  signs  of  such  a  union.  There  seems  to  me 
as  much  prospect  of  the  ultra  Whigs — the  "while 
Charlies" — coalescing  with  the  Democrats,  as  there 
is  of  Tyler  and  his  friends.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  I,  for  one,  shall  not  be  subjected  to  the  sus- 
picion of  bargain  and  intrigue.  It  was  the  sap- 
posed,  if  not  real,  bargain  between  the  .venerable 
ex-President  now  on  this  floor,  and  the  "Western 
Star,"  which  caused  the  sun  of  Ashland  to  set,  and 
set  forever.  With  this  example  of  results  before 
me,' I  pray  my  name  may  never  be  tainted  with 
the  suspicion  of  a  politkai  bargain.  I  am  now  just 
starting  out  in  politicalTife,  and  I  cannot  say  where 
I  may  want  to  go  yet; — perhaps  I  may  aspire  to  a 
seat  in  the  Senate — perhaps  to  the  Vice  Presidency, 
or  even  the  Presidency.  There  is  no  telling  where 
the  untamed  ambition  of  a  native  Hoosier  may  lead 
him;  but,  come  of  me  what  may,  I  pray  that  I  may 
never  have  attached  to  me  even  a  suspicion  of 
political  bargain  and  sale. 

One  concluding  remark  to  my  colleague  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  the 
geographical  divisions  which  they  hope  will  spring 
up  amongst  the  Democrats.  Botn  these  gentlemen 
seem  delighted  with  this  idea.  These  gentlemen 
know  nothing  of  the  "hooks  of  steel"  that  bind 
Democrats  each  to  the  other,  and  all  together.  If 
they  did,  they  would  know  that  the  affections  of 
that  party  towards  their  public  men  are  not  in  thei 
least  degree  dependent  upon  geographical  location. 
Democrats  know  no  distinctions  of  geography."! 
The  links  and  bonds  that  bind  them  together  are 
sofiiciently  large  to  embrace  a  hemisphere  within 
its  circle.  Let  ihe  nomination  once  be  made— ^ 
there  w  II  be  no  difference  whether  the  candidate 
comes  from  the  North  or  the  South,  the  Elast  or  the 
West,  Nor  will  it  be  material  who  opposes — the 
Whigs,  the  "white  Charlies,"  or  even  the  "consti- 
tutional fact,"  or  all  these  together.  Give  us  an 
open  field  and  a  fair  fight,  and  we  will  lick  them, 
one  and  all-^lse  I  am  no  prophet, 
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SPEECH  OF  Mr.  BENTON, 

qp  MISSOURI, 

In  Senate,  Thnrsdaf,  Jamiary  12,  1843— On  the 

Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  in  substance,  that  the  ob- 
jections to  this  bill  grew  out  of  the  clause  granting 
land  to  the  settlers,  not  so.  much  on  account  of  ihe 
grants  themselves,  as  on  account  of  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  country,  which  the  grants 
would  seem  to  imply.  This  was  the  objection;  for 
no  one  defended  the  title  of  the  British  to  one  inch 
square  of  the  valley  of  Oregon.  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sevieb,]  whahas  just  spoken,  had 
well  said  that  this  was  an  objection  to  the  whole 
bill;  for  the  rest  would  be  worth  nothing,  without 
these  grants  to  the  settlers.  Nobody  would  go  there 
without  the  inducement  of  land.  The  British  had 
planted  a  power  there — the  Hudson  Bay  Pur  Com- 
pany— in  which  the  old  Northwest  Company  was 
merged;  and  this  power  was  to  them  in  the  New 
World  what  the  East  India  Company  was  to  them 
in  the  Old  "World:  it  was  an  arm  of  the  Grovefh- 
ment,  and  did  everything  for  the  GrovemmeDi 
which  policy,  or  treaties,  prevented  it  ft-om  doing 
for  itself.  This  company  was  settling  and  colo- 
nizing  the  Columbia  for  the  British  Govemmeot; 
and  we  wish  American  citizens  to  settle  and  colo- 
nize It  for  us.  The  British  Government  gives  in- 
ducement to  this  company.  It  gives  them  trade, 
commerce,  anexcliLsive  charter,  laws,  and  national 
protection.  We  must  give  inducement  also;  and 
our  inducement  must  be  land  and  protection. 
Grants  of  land  will  carry  settlers  there-,  and  tbe 
Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  was  treading  in 
the  tracks  of  Mr.  Jefferson  (perhaps  without  hav. 
ing  read  his  recommendation,  although  he  has  read 
much)  when  he  proposed,  in  his  speech  of  yester- 
day, to  plant  50,000  settlers,  with  their  50,000  rifles, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Oregon.  Mr.  Jefferson  haa 
proposed  the  same  thing  in  re«;ard  to  Louisiana. 
He  proposed  that  we  should  settle  that  vast  domain 
when  we  acquired  it;  and  for  that  purpose,  that  do- 
nations of  land  should  be  made  to  the  first  30,000 
settlers  who  should  go  there.  This  was  the  rigV/ 
doctrine,  and  the  old  doctrine.  The  white  rac 
were  k  land-loving  people,  and  had  a  right  to  pp*^- 
sess  it,  because  they  used  it  according  to  the  inten- 
tions oi  the  Creator.  The  white  race  went  for 
land,  and  they  will  continue  to  go  for  it,  and  ^rill  go 
where  they  can  get  it.  Europe,  Asia,  and  America 
have  been  settled  by  them  in  this  way.  All  the 
States  of  this  Union  have  been  so  sealed.  T^  • 
principle  is  founded  in  their  nature,  and  in  Gc  - 
command;  and  it  will  continue  to  be  obeyed.  T  : 
valley  of  the  Columbia  is  a  vast  field  open  to  the  f>  • 
tier.  It  Ls  ours,  and  our  people  are  beginning  to  go 
upon  it.  They  go  under  the  exisectation  of  getting 
land;  and  that  expectation  most  be  confirmed  to 
them.  This  bill  proposes  to  confirm  it;  and  if  it 
fails  in  this  particular,  it  fails  in  all.  There  is 
nothing  left  to  induce  emigration;  and  emigration 
is  the  only  thing  which  can  save  the  country  from 
the  British,  acting  through  their  powerful  agent — 
the  Hudson  -Bat  Company. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  restate  the  American 
title  to  this  country:  it  had  been  well  done  by  others 
who  had  preceded  him  in  the  debate.  He  would 
only  give  a  little  more  development  to  two  points — 
the  treaties  of  1803  and  1819;  the  former  with 
France,  by  which  we  acquired  Louisiana;  the  lat- 
ter with  Spain,  'by  which  we  acquired  all  her 
rights  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America  north  of 
42  degrees.  By  the  first  of  these  treaties  we  be- 
came a  party  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utre&ht,  between  France  and  England;  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  1714  which  terminated  the  wars  of 
Glueen  Anne  and  Louis  XIV,  and  settled  all 
their  differences  of  every  kind  in  Kurope  and 
America,  and  undertook  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  future  differences  between  them.  The  lOih  arti- 
cle of  this  treaty  applied  to  their  settlements  and 
territories  in  North  America,  and  directed  com- 
missaries to  be  appointed  to  mark  and  define  their 
possessions.  These  commissaries  did  their  work. 
They  drew  a  line  from  ocean  to  ocean,  to  separate 
the  French  and  British  dominions,  and  to  prevent 
future  encroachments  and  odlisionsi  This  line 
began  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  followed  a 
course  slightly  south  of  west,  to  the  centre  of  North 
America,  leaving  the  British  settlements  of  Hud- 
son's Bay  to  the  north,  and  the  French  Canadian 
possessions  to  the  southu  This  line  took  for  a  land- 
mark the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  which  was  then  b^ 
lieTed  to  he  due  eiu>t  irom  (he  h^ad  of  the  Missis^ 
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sippi;  and  from  that  point  took  the  49th  parallel  of 
north  latitude  indefinitely  to  the  west.  The  lan- 
>  guage  of  the  line  is  **indeJiniUly;"  and  this  estab- 
lished the  northern  boandary  of  Louisiana,  and 
erected  a  wall  beyond  which  fuinre  French  settle- 
ments could  not  cross  to  the  north,  nor  Biitish  to 
thesonth. 

As  purchasers  of  Louisiana,  the  treaty  of  1803 
made  ps  party  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  and  made  the  49th  parallel  the  same  to  us 
and  the  British,  which  it  had  been  to  the  French 
and  the  British:  it  became  a  wall  which  neither 
could  na^  so  far  as  it  depended  upon  that  line. 
This  tne  British  saw,  and  fluickly  went  to  work  to 
abrogate  or  mutilate  a  line  which  presented  an 
impassable  barrier  to  their  desifnis  upon  the  Co- 
lambia  river.  The  American,  Captain  Gray,  had 
first  discovered  that  river  at  its  mouth,  in  1790; 
Lewis  and  Clarke  had  discovered  it  from  its  head 
to  the  sea  i;i  1^04-^,  and  these  discoveries  of  bon- 
tiguoQs  territory  gave  us  the  rights  of  first  dis- 
covery over  the  whole  river,  in  addition  to  the 
rights  derived  from  treaties.  But  no  sooner  had 
Captain  Gray  discovered  this  great  river  than  the 
British  coveted  it,  and  sent  out  McKenzie  to  dis- 
cover it  over  again,  and  especially  to  find  its  head 
in  hi^h  northern  latitades.  To  do  this,  McKenzie, 
proceeding  from  Canada,  bore  far  to  thenbrtb;  miss- 
ed all  the  waters  of  the  Columbia;  fbll  upon  the  To- 
cotUche  Terse;  and  struck  the  ocean  nve  hundred 
miles  (following  the  coast)  to  the  north  of  the  Co- 
lumbia. Thus,  tliis  attempt  to  hatch  a  claim  to  this 
river,  by  discovering  it  at  the  head,  aAer  we  had 
discovered  it  at  the  mouth,  entirely  failed;  and  the 
British  were  leil  without  a  pretext  for  claiming 

Eroperty.  In  this  dilemma,  McKenzie  prox 
to  make  short  work  of  it  with  the  United 
i:  he  proposed  to  seize  the  river,  and  to  hold 
it,  because  it  was  necessary  to  the  British  scheme 
of  trade  and  domination  in  that  quarter;  and  to  ex- 
pel all  ^^Amtriam  adverUurers*^  from  it.  His  ad- 
vice -was  in  these  words; 

"The  Roffiaoi,  who  flnt  discovered  that  along  the  coattB  of 
Aala.  ao  oaeful  or  ref  olar  naTigation  existed,  opened  an  interior 
ooiummiiGaUon  by  nrera,  Ac.  and  ihiough  that  long  and  wide 
extended  continent,  to  the  eirait  that  separatee  Asia  from  Amrri' 
oa,  orer  which  they  passed  to  the  Americaa  continent.  Our 
iiluation  Is  at  length  in  some  degree  sioailar  to  theirs^tfie  non- 
existeoca  of  a  pxacticable  passage  by  sea,  and  the  existence  of 
one  through  the  continent,  are  clearly  provedj  and  St  requiree 
only  the  coanienanca  and  support  of  the  Brhish  Government 
10  iDCtease,  In  a  very  kmple  proportion,  this  national  advantage, 
and  secure  the  trade  of  that  coantry  to  ite  subiects.  *  * 
'  *  *  *    By  the  rlvece  which  discharge  them- 

lelves  into  Hudson's  Bay,  at  Port  Nelson,  it  isproposedftoearry 
on  the  trade  to  their  source  at  the  bead  of  the  Baskatchiwine 
river,  which  riaes  In  the  Roclcy -Mountains,  net  eight  degrees  of 
kmgitade  from -the  Pacific  ocean.  The  Columbia  flows  from 
llie  same  mountains,  and  discharges  its^f  into  the  Pacific  in 
north  latitude  36  degrees  20  minutes.  Both  of  them  ate  capable 
ofreoeiriug  ships  at  their  mouths,  and  are  navigable  throughout 
f»rboBl0.  •  .  .  -  »  -But 

whateTer  course  may  be  taken  from  the  Atlantic,  the  Colum- 
bia is  the  line  of  communication  from  the  Pacific  ocean,  point- 
ed out  by  nature,  as  it  is  the  only  navigable  river  in  the  whole 
extent  of  Vancouver's  minute  survey  of  the  coast.  ^Its  banks 
also  form  the  first  level  coantry  in  all  the  sonihem  extent  of 
centiaencal  coast  from  Cook's  entry ,  and,  consequently,  the 
roost  northern  situation  suited  for  the  residence  of^ a  civilized 
people.  By  opeoing  tUfs  intercoucM  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  oceans,  and  forming  regular  eeiablbhments  through  the 
interfofj  and  at  both  extremes,  as  well  as  along  the  coasts  and 
islaoda,  the  entire  command  of  the  far-trade  of  North  America 
might  be  obtained  from  laiirude  45  to  the  pole,  except  that 
portion  of  it  which  the  Russians  have  In  the  Pacific.  To  this 
may  be  added  the  fishing  in  both  seas,  and  the  markets  in  ihe 
four  quarters  of  the  globe.  Such  would  be  the  field  for  com- 
mercui  enterprise;  and  incalculable  would  be  the  produce  of 
it,  when  supported  by  the  operations  of  that  credit  and  capital 
which  Great  Britain  ao  eminently  poaseeses.  Then  would  this 
cottotiy  tMgin  to  be  remunerated  for  the  expense  it  has  sustain- 
ed in  dtacoTv'riog  and  surveying  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  ocean, 
which  is  at  preeentleflto  American  adventurers,  who,  without 
regularity  or  capital,  or  the  desire  of  conclHaiing  future  confi- 
dence, look  altogether  te  the  intereetsof  thennoment.  Buch  ad- 
veoiurers  (and  many  of  th^m,  as  I  have  been  informed,  have 
been  Tory  sncceasfai)  would  instantly  disappear  be'ore  a  fvell- 
recnlated  trade.        *         *  *  *         !        *       Many 

political  reasons,  which  it  ii  not  neceesary  here  to  enumerate 
nuat  present  themselTes  to  the  mind  of  evenr  man  acquainted 
with  toe  enlarged  sy«em  and  capacitiee  of  Ikitish  commerce, 
in  support  of  Jlie  measuree  which  I  have  briefly  suggested  as 
pron>tsing  the  meet  important  advantagee  to  the  trade  of  the 

United  Kin|dom. Let 

the  line  begm  where  it  may  on  the  Mississfpp^,  it  muat  be  con- 
tinued werft,  till  it  terminates  in  the  Pacific  ocean  to  the  south 
Qf  the  ColnmUa  rirer." 

This  was  the  proposition  of  McKenzie;  and 
from  that  moment  the  labors  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment beoame  systematic  and  i&cessant  to  seize 
the  Columbia.  Their  first  step  in  this  work  was  to 
abrogate,  or  mutilate,  the  established  boundary  of 
the  49th  degree  of  north  lalitudej  for,  while  that 
line  stood,  wy  could  not  approach  wiihin  three  de- 
grees of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  which  was  in 
^degrees*   British tUplom&cy  np^  went  to  work 


to  destroy  this  line,  at  least  beyond  the  Rocky  Moun- 
Uins;  and  labored  indefatigably  at  it,  until  they  ac- 
complished their  design. 

Louisiana  was  acquired  in  1803.  In  the  very  in- 
stant of  signine  the  treaty  which  brought  us  that 
Jrovince,  anoiner  treaty  was  signed  in  London, 
without  a  knowledge  of  what  was  done  in  Paris,) 
izing,  among  other  things,  the  line  from  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi.  This  treaty, 
signed  by  Mr.  Rufus  King  and  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
was  rejected  by  Mr.  Jefierson,  without  reference  to 
the  Senate,  on  account  of  the  fifth  article,  (which 
related  to  the  line  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
and  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,^  for  fear  it  might 
compromise  the  northern  boundary  of  Louisiana 
and  the  line  of  49  degrees.  In  this  negotiation  of 
1803,  the  British  made  no  attempt  on  the  line  of 
the  49th  degree,  because  it  was  not  then  known  to 
them  that  we  had  acquired  Louisiana;  but  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, having  a  knowledge  of  this  acquisition, 
was  determined  that  nothing  should  be  done  to 
compromise  our  rights,  or  to  unsettle  the  bounda- 
ries established  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

Another  treaty  was  negotiated  with  Great  Brit- 
ain in  1807,  between  Messrs.  Monroe  and  William 
Pinckney  on  one  side,  and  Lords  Holland  and 
Auckland  on  the  other.  The  English  were  now 
fully  possessed  cf  the  fact  that  we  had  acquired 
Louisiana,  and  become  a  party  to  the  line  of  49  de- 

frees;  and  they  set  themselves  openly  to  work  to 
estroy  that  line.  The  correspondence  of  the  min- 
isters shows  the  pertinacity  of  these  attempts;  and 
the  instructions  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  1818,  (when  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  Mr.  Monroe,)  to  Messrs. 
Rush  and  Gallatin,  then  in  London,  charged  with 
negotiating  a  convention  on  points  left  unsettled  at 
Ghent,  condense  the  history  of  the  mutual  propo- 
sitions then  made.  Finally,  an  article  was  agreed 
upon,  in  which  the  British  succeeded  in  mutilating 
the  line,  and  stopping  it  at  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
This  treaty  of  1807  shared  the  fate  of  that  of  1803, 
but  for  a  dmerent  reason.  It  was  rejected  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  without  reference  to  the  Senate,  because 
it  did  not  contain  an  explicit  renunciation  of  the 
pretension  of  impressment ! 

At  Ghent  the  attempt  was  renewed:  the  ar- , 
rest  of  the  line  at  the  Rocky  Mountains  was 
agreed  upon,  but  the  British  coupled  with  their 
proposition  a  demand  for  the  free  navieation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  access  to  it  through  the  territories 
of  the  United  States;  and  this  demand  occasioned  the 
whole  article  to  be  omitted.  The  Ghent  treaty  was 
signed  without  any  stipulation  on  the  subject  of  the 
line  along  the  49ih  degree,  and  that  point  became 
a. principal  object  of  the  ministers  charged  with 
completing  at  London,  in  1818,  the  subjects  unfin- 
ished at  Ghent  in  1814.  Thus  the  British  were 
again  foiled;  but,  true  to  theirdesign,  they  persevered 
and  accomplished  it  in  the  convention  signed  at 
London  in  1818.  That  convention  arrested  the 
line  at  the  mountains,  and  opened  the  Columbia  to 
the  joint  occupation  of  the  British;  and,  being  rati- 
fied by  the  United  Stales,  it  has  become  binding 
and  obligatory  on  the  country.  But  it  is  a  point 
not  to  be  overlooked,  or  undervalued,  in  this  case, 
that  it  was  in  the  year  1818  that  this  ai^estation  of 
the  line  took  place;  that  up  to  that  period  it  was  in 
lull  force  in  all  its  extent,  and,  consequently,  in 
full  force  to  the  Pacific  ocean;  and  a  complete 
bar  (leaving  out  all  other  barriers)  to  any  British 
acquisition,  by  discovery,  south  oi  49  degrees  in 
North  America. 

The  other  point  in  our  title,  to  which  I  wish  to 

?:ive  a  little  more  development  than  it  has  received 
irom  other  speakers,  is,  its  derivation  under  the 
treaty  with  Spain  of  1819.  By  that  treaty  the  Uni- 
ted States  succeeded  to  all  the  rights  of  Spain  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  America  north  oi  42  de- 
grees. These  rights,  according  to  the  memoir  of 
the  Spanish  minister,  Don  On  is,  extended  to  the 
Russian  possessions — the  British  having  noihinff  on 
that  coast!  This  was  the  representation  of  the 
Spanish  minister,  and  with  this,  the  fact  of  the  case 
agreed.  The  Noolka  Sound  tre^y  and  controversy 
of  1790  had  decided  that  point!  It  decided  that  the 
British  had  no  right  to  Nootka,  a  place  four  de- 
grees north  of  the  Columbia,  and  no  way  connected  * 
with  it:  and  it  ended  in  obtaining  for  the  British 
the  privilege,  and  nothing  but  the  privilege,  of  fish- 
ing and  hunting  along  the  northwest  coast,  and 
erecting  the  temporary  huts,  which  the  pursuit  of 
these  occupations  might  require.  Colonization  or 
settlement  was  renounced.  The  treaty  itself,  espe- 
cially the  3d  and  the  6th  articles,  will  prove  this; 
and  the  parliamentary  debates  of  the  day  corres- 


pond with  the  words  of  the  treaty.  As  a  fact,  that 
treaty  nullifies  all  British  claim  on  the  northwest 
coast;  as  a  law,  (if  not  abrogated  by  war,)  it  would 
still  confine  th^m  to  the  pursuit  of  hunting  and  fish- 
ing. The  treaty  of  1819,  by  which  we  acquired  all 
the  Spanish  title  north  ot  42o,  has  given  us  all  the 
benefits  ofthe  Nootka  Sound  treaty,  both  as  a  fact 
and  as  a  law;  and,  tested  by  either,  the  British  are 
excluded  from  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  for 
all  the  purposes  of  settlement  or  colonization. 

Having  given  this  development  to  our  title  as  de- 
rived from  the  treaties  of  1803  and  1819  with 
France  and  Spain,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  show  the 
nullity  of  the  British  pretension,  and  the  tortious 
nature  of  the  possession  which  iney  had  acquired 
on  the  Columbia  river.  For  this  purpose  he  took 
several  positions,  and  stated  them  as  points  which 
he  meant  to  establish  by  proof.  The  nrst  was,  that 
up  to  the  year  1818,  the  British  never  pretended  to 
state  any  claim,  or  any  shadow  or  color  of  claim, 
of  any  kind  whatever,  to  the  Columbia  river.  The 
second  position  was,  that  in  the  year  1818  they  sug- 
gested title  under  the  discoveries  of  Captain  Cook, 
and  under  purchases  made  from  Indians  south  of 
the  Columbia  prior  to  the  American /evolution;  but 
showed  nothing  to  sustain  these  empty  suggestions. 
The  third  position  was,  that  in  1826  they  abandoned 
the  idle  suggestions  of  1818,  and  took  refuge,  for 
the  first  time,  under  the  Nootka  Sound  treaty;  and, 
in  the  fourth  place,  he  undertook  to  show  that  their 
possession  of  the  Columbia  was  intrusive  and  tor- 
tious—a  trespass,  and  a  fraud  upon  our  pre-existing 
possession  of  the  same  river;  and  a  wrong  and  ag- 
gression which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  resist  and  repulse. 

In  support  of  these  positions,  Mr.  B.  read  copi- 
ously from  Mr.  Adams's  instructions  of  1818  to  tbe 
American  ministers  in  London  who  negotiated  the 
convention  of  that  year;  and  from  a  letter  from  Mr. 
John  Jacob  Astor  of  1813  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
(Mr.  Monroe,)  to  be  laid  before  President  Madison. 
These  documents  established,  as  he  maintained,  all 
the  points  he  had  slated,  and  showed  the  nullity  and 
futilitjr,  as  well  as  the  impudence,  of  the  British  pre- 
tension. 

"Vrom  the  earnestness  with  ^vhich  the  Britiah  GoTerament 
now  return  to  the  object  of  fixing  this  bouiidafy,  there  ie  reason 
to  believe  that  (bey  hare  some  other  purpoee  connected  with 
it,  which  they  do  not  avow,  but  which,  iu  their  eetinaaiioo. 
gives  it  an  importance  not  belonging  to  It,  considered  in  iteelfi** 
*  *  *  'The  new  pretension,  however,  of  diepatlng  our 
title  to  the  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
either  ttadtcatee  a  design,  on  their  part,  to  encroacti,  by  new 
eetablishmente  of  their  owa,  upon  the  49ih  parallel  of  lati* 
tude,  south  of  which  they  can  have  no  valid  claim;  or  it  mani* 
festa  a  jealousy  of  the  United  Statee— «  desire  to  check  the  pro. 
gress  of  our  settlements,  of  which  it  might  have  been  soppoeed 
that  experieere  would,  before  this  day,  have  relieved  them." 
•  •  •  -  iixheir  projects  for  the  line,  both  in  the  negotia* 
tioos  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney  in  1607,  and  at 
Ghnnt  in  1814,  were  to  take  Ihe  49ih  parallel  of  latitude  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  west,  as  far  as  the  terrf  lories  of  the 
United  States  extend  in  that  direction,  with  a  caveat  against  its 
extension  to  the  South  Sea^  or  beyond  the  Stony  Mounlaina. 
Upon  which  two  obaervations  are  to  be  made:  first,  that  it  ia 
uncertain  whether  any  part' of  the  Lake  o/ the  Woods  is  in  lati* 
tude  49;  and,  secondly,  that  they  always  afT^ted  to  apply  the 
indefinite  of  the  extegsion,  **ae  /&xr  oe  tht  territerUa  eX' 
tend,**  to  the  lerritoriee  of  the  United  Statee,  and  not  to  those  of 
Great  Britain— leaving  a  neot-eeK  for  future  pretetieions  south 
of  latitude  49."  •  •  •  •  Mprom  the  late  correspondence 
with  the  Spanish  minister,  (Don  Onis,)  it  appears  that  the  claim 
of  Spain  upon  the  shores  of  the  South  Sea  extends  to  the  56ih 
degree  of  north  latitude:  but  there  iaa  Ruasian  eeulementin  56) 
besides  a  temporary  lodgment  connected  with  it  as  far  south  aa 
42,  The  pretensions  of  the  British  may,  on  this  occaaion,  be 
disclosed.  We  know  not  preclMly  what  they  are;  nor  have  they 
explained  the  grounds,  ocAhe  motivea,  upon  which  they  con* 
test  our  right  to  the  settlement  called  Astoria,  formed  before 
the  late  war,  and  broke  op  by  the  BriUeh  sloop  of- war  Racooe, 
in  the  course  of  it."  <  •  •  •  "As  the  Britiah  Government 
admits,  explicitly,  their  obligation,  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
to  restore  the  poet,  there  can  be  no  question  with  regard  to  the 
Untied  Statee  to  resume  it."  •  •  •  •  "We  do  not  per- 
ceive how,  or  why,  thisqucstion  should  be  referred  to  two  com- 
missionersof  the  respective  nations;  and  aa  Russia  herself  baa 
pretensions  on  that  coast,  it  deserves  the  consideration  of  both 
partial^  whether  the  ultimate  determination  in  the  almost 
unavoidable  case  of  a  difference  between  the  commissioners 
could  with  propriety  be  referred  to  her  Boverelgn."  •■  •  •  • 
"The  expedient  itself,  of  submitting  questions  of  territorial 
rights  and  boundaries,  in  diacussion  between  two  nationa,  to 
the  decision  of  a  third,  was  unusual,  if  not  entirely  new;  and 
should  the  contingency  occur,  will  probably  encounter  difficul- 
ties of  execution  not  foreseen  at  the  time  that  the  stipulation 
was  made  reaqning  to  it.  The  sub'jects  in  controversy  are 
of  a  nature  too  intricate  and  complicated,  requlrlngon  the  part 
of  the  arbitrator  a  patience  of  investigation  and  research,  his- 
torical, political,  legal,  geographical,  and  astronomical,  for 
which  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  thft  sovereign  of  a  great 
empire  could  perwyally  bestow  the  time." 

Having  read  these  extracts  from  Mr.  Adams's 
letter  of  instructions  of  July,  1818,  Mr.  B.  com- 
mented upon  them  to  sustain  his  several  positions 
in  relation  to  the  nullity,  inconsistency,  and  bad 
fhtth  of  the  British  pretension.    He  particularly 
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relied  upon  these  expressions :  "  The  rtew  preten- 
sion of  disputing  our  tiile  to  the  Columbia  river" — 
"design  on  their  part  to  encroach  by  new  establish- 
ments souik  of  49  degrees"— "desire  to  check  the 
progress  of  our  settlements" — ^^jealousy  of  the 
United  StKles"— "affected  to  apply  the  indefinite  ex- 
tension of  the  limit  to  our  terniories,  and  not  to 
those  of  Great  Britain" — "leave  a  nest-egg  for  fu- 
ture pretensions  south  of  49" — "the  Spanish  minis- 
ter chiims  for  Spain  tb  56" — "the  pretensions  of  the 
British  Government  may;  on  this  occasion,  be  dis- 
closed^^ — "we  kn&w  not  precisely  what  they  are." 
Upon  these  expressions,  and  others,  Mr.  B.  relied, 
and  commented,  to  show  that,  up  to  the  date  of  that 
letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  (to  wit,  July  28ih,  1818,)  the 
British  had  shown  or  suggested  no  claim  ot  any 
kind  whatever  to  any  pan  of  the  valley  of  the  Co- 
lumbia*, that  they  were  trusting  to  the  arts  of  diplo- 
macy to  generate  something  which  could  be 
hatched  into  a  claim;  and  that  their  design  was  to 
encroach  upon  our  settlements  south  of  49. 

This  was  the  state  of  the  question  in  July,  1818, 
when  the  negotiation  was  commenced  in  London, 
which  ended  in  the  convention  of  October  of  that 
year,  for  a  ten  years'  jojnt  possession  of  all  the 
country  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.    The  ne- 

gotiation  was  conducted  by  Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
lush,  and,  of  course,  was  calculated  to  constrain 
the  British  to  make  a  disclosure  of  the  grounds  of 
their  pretensions.  Mr.  Adams  had  notified  them 
that,  on  this  occasion,  the  British  claim  must  be 
disclosed;  and  disclosed  it  was !  and  what  a  disclo- 
sure! Listen  to  it,  as  communicated  to  our  Gov- 
ernment by  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Rush  in  their  des- 
patch of  October  20, 1818.     Here  it  is  : 

**The  Brkith  plenipotentiaries  awerted  that  former  voyages, 
and  piincipally  that  of  Captain  Cook,  gave  to  Great  Uriiain 
the  lights  aenved  from  discoveiv;  and  ibey  alluded  to  pur- 
chases  from  the  natives  south  of  the  river  Columbia,  which 
they  alleged  to  have  been  made  prior  to  the  American  revolu- 
tion." 

This  was  the  claim  disclosed;  and  in  support  of 
this,  not  one  name,  fact,  or  specification  of  any  kind 
was  submitted.  Discovery  and  purchase  was  the 
ground  of  their  pretention.  'But  who  discovered^ 
and  when,  and  from  whom  the  purchase  was 
made,  the  Biitish  commissioners  could  not  tell. 
They  did  not  attempt  to  tell;  but  proposed  to  com- 
promise the  question  by  taking  the,  river  for  the 
boundary,  and  getting  the  use  of  the  harbor  at  its 
mouth.  Their  proposition  to  this  effect  is  thus  sta- 
ted, in  the  same  despatch,  by  Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
Rush:    ' 

"They  did  not  make  any  formal  proposition  for  a  boundary, 
but  intimated  that  the  river  itself  was  the  most  convenient  that 
could  be  adopted,  and  that  they  would  not  agree  (o  any  ihat  did 
not  give  them  the  harbor  at  (he  mouth  o(  the  river  in  common 
with  the  United  States." 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  was  their  intimation  for  a 
boundary;  and  in  this  intimation  we  recognise  the 
precise  policy  which  McKenzie  had  marked  out, 
and  b^  which  the  British  were  to  become  the  mas- 
ters of  the  Columbia,  and  to  expel  the  "American 
adventurers"  from  it. 

Our  commissioners  did  not  a^ree  to  this  bounda- 
ry, and  to  this  joint-tenantcy  in  the  harbor;  but  they 
signed  the  convention  of  1818,  according  to  their  in- 
structions, which  arrested  the  line  of  the  49ih  de- 
gree at  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  gave  a  joint  oc- 
cupation of  the  country  beyond  the  mountains  to 
both  parties.  Their  instructions  authorized  them 
to  do  this:  and  the  point  to  be  now  noted  is,  that  up 
to  the  ratification  of  that  convention  the  line  of  49 
degrees,  as  established  under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
to  define  the  possessions  and  limit  the  acquisiiions 
by  discovery  of  France  and  Great  Britain  in 
Worth  America,  remained  in  full  force!  That 
line  was  in  force  until  we  ratified  the  convention; 
and,  by  that  line,  without  regard  to  other  barriers. 
Great  Britain  was  barred  out  from  all  the  valley  of 
the  Columbia,  and  all  the  coast  of  North  America 
south  of  49  degrees.  The  convention  abrogated 
the  line — unhappily  abrogated  it — from  the  Rocky 
Mountains  to  t(ie  Pacific  ocean.  But  it  did  so  with 
a  reservation,  that  the  claims  of  the  parties  were 
not  to  be  affected  by  it.  The  abrogation  was  un- 
fortunate; but  the  reservation  was  a  stipulation  to 
prevent  mischief— a  stipulation  to  bafll^  the  de- 
signs of  subtle  diplomacy,  always  seeking  to  depos- 
ite  the  seeds  of  a  new  contestation  in  the  simulated 
settlement  of  an  old  one;  and  it  ^as  equivalent  to 
an  express  declaration  that  the  British  claim  was  to 
be  made  no  better,  and  ours  to  be  made  no  worse,  by 
this  arrestation  of  the  line  of  49  degrees,  and  the 
joint  occupation  of  the  Columbia,  which  resulted 
from  it. 

We  have  now  (said  Mr.  B.)  traced  the  British 


pretension  up  to  the  conclusion  of  the  convention  of 
1818;  and  we  have  seen  that,  up  to  the  month  of 
July  of  that  year,  they  had  stated  or  suggested  no 
claim,  or  even  shadow  9r  color  of  claim,  to 
the  Columbia;  that,  being  pressed,  they  then  in- 
timated a  claim  resting  on  discovert  and  pua- 
cHASE,  but  without  stating  a  single  particular  by 
which  this  pretended  discovery  and  purchase  could 
be  brought  to  the  touchstone  of  proof  and  reason. 
They  were  evidently  absurd,  and  even  ridiculous. 
All  the  world  knows  thatCapt.  Cook  neversaw  the 
Columbia !— all  the  world  knows  that  no  other  Brit- 
ish navigator  ever  saw  it,  until  after  Capt.  Gray 
shoived  it  to  them ! — and,  as  for  the  Indian  pur- 
chases south  of  that  river,  before  the  Revolution,  it 
is  a  story  of  a  man  in  the  moon  !  and  has  no  name, 
date,  place,  sum,  sign,  trace,  circumstance,  fact,  or 
supposition  to  rest  upon  ! 

The  pretension,  then,  of  this  right  by  discovery, 
and  by  purchase,  so  tardily  brought  forward  in  Oc- 
tober,'1§1 8,  are  absurdities  which  the  British  could 
not,  and  did  not,  support;  and  which  they  have 
since  totally  abandoned.  This  abandonment  was 
made  in  18^7— at  the\  time  when  the  convention  of 
1818,  being  about  to  expire  upon  its  limitation  of 
ten  years — was  renewed  until  one  of  the  parties 
chose  to  terminate  it  by  giving  twelve  monins'  no- 
tice. It  was  made  by  Messrs.  Huskisson  and  Ad- 
dington,  in  their  formal  negotiations  with  Mr.  Gal- 
latin for  the  renewal  of  the  convention  of  1818.  In 
that  negotiation,  they  delivered  a  paper  to  the  Amer- 
ican negotiator,  in  which  the  British  claim  to  the 
Columbia  is  referred — and  for  the  first  time  refer- 
red—to the  Nootka  Sound  convention  of  1790! 
Hear  it ! 

"The  rights  or  Great  Biitain  arc  recorded  and  defined  in  the 
convention  of  1790:  they  embrace  the  right  to  navigate  the  wa- 
ters of  ihoee  countries — to  nettle  in  atid  over  any  part  of  ihom, 
and  to  trade  with  the  inhabitnnts  and  occapiera  of  the  same, 
rheee  rights  have  been  peaceably  exercised  ever  aince  the  date 
of  that  convention;  that  is,  for  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years. 
Under  that  convention,  valuable  British  interests  h^ve  grown 
op  in  that  quancr." 

Here  is  a  complete  abandonment  of  the  claim 
founded  on  discovery  and  purchase  before  the  Rev- 
olution !  That  claim,  set  up  for  the  first  time  in 
1818,  is  abandoned  in  1827!— and  the  Nootka 
Soimd  convention,  which  had  never  been  vouched 
before,  is  then  paraded  as  the  instrument  in  which 
the  "rights'^  of  Great  Britain  are  ^^recorded'^  and 
"de/iTied;"  and  under  which  valuable  ^'British"  in- 
terests had  grown  up  in  that  quarter.  This  is,  at 
least,  an  admission  that  the  discovery  and  purchase 
brousht  forward  as  the  foundation,  and  the  sole  foun- 
dation, of  the  British  claim  in  1818,  were  unfounded 
and  supposititious!  and  not  only  relieves  us  from  all 
further  attention  to  such  intimations,  but  gives  us 
the  benefit  of  a  le^al  maxim,  as  universal  in  its  ap- 
plication as  it  is  just  and  reasonable  in  its  princi- 
ple!— that  maxim  which  discredits  the  whole  title, 
in  support  of  which  an  untruth  has  been  adduced. 

But  the  British  'Wighl"  to  the  Columbia  now 
rests  upon  the  Nootka  Sound  convention;  since  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1827,  their  claim  to  this  country 
has  become  a  "right"  and  this  "/t'^'^Ai"  has  estab- 
lished itself  in  the  musty  record  of  the  Nootka 
Sound  convention!  Be  it  so!  We  will  quickly 
see  what  that  convention  is  worth  to  them.  For 
that  purpose  we  may  look  to  the  convention  itself, 
or  to  the  character  of  it  given  in  the  British  House 
of  Commons  at  the  time  of  its  negotiation.  The 
first  ariicle  of  the  treaty  restored  the  British  to 
iheir  fishing  and  hunting  privileges  and  bnild«Higs 
in  Nootka  Sound.  The  third  article  granted  the 
limited  privilege  of  fishing  and  hunting  on  certain 
other  parts  of  the  coast;  and  the  sixth  article  limited 
the  buildinj^s  which  might  be  erected  to  the  tempo- 
rary huts  necessary  for  the  hunters  and  fishermen. 
This  was  the  treaty.  Listen  to  Mr.  Fox.  After 
denouncing  the  treaty  as  one  of  concessions,  and 
not  of  iicftuismoNs,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  he 
goes  on  to  say: 

••Our  right  before,  wan  to  settle  in  any  part  of  the  aouth  or 
northwest  coast  of  America,  not  fortified  ai^inst  us  by  previous 
occupancy;  and  we  are  now  resiriciedto  soitle  incoriain  places 
only,  anti  under  certain  restrictions.  This  was  an  important 
concession  on  our  part,"  •  •  .  •  . 

'•Our  right  of  making  settlements  was  not,  as  now,  a  riglit  to 
build  huts,  but  to  plant  colonies,  il  we  thought  proper."         * 

•  '•  By  the  3.1  article,  we  are  au- 
ihor^ted  to  navigate  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  sens,  unmo- 
lested, for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  natives.  UuL,  after 
this  pompous  recognition  of  right  to  navigation,  fishery,  and 
commerce,  cornea  aooi  her  article,  (the  sixth,)  which  takes  away 
I  he  right  of  landing  and  erecting  even  temporary  huts,  for  any 
purpose  but  thai  of  carrying  on  the  fisheiy;  and  amounts  to  a 
complete  dereliction  o'  all  right  to  settle  in  any  way  lor  the 
purpose  of  comoaerce  with  the  natives." 

This  was  the  language  of  Mr.  Fox;  and  under 
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this  language  Mr.  Pitt  (the  author  of  ^hT^i^ 
tion)  sunk  down  and  admitted  that  no  wic  rJS 
were  gained  under  the  treaty!  that  nothing  hadW 
gained  but  the  acknowledgment  of  the  pre-eiiaS» 
right  of  fishing  trading,  and  navigating  the  Pacific 
oceaiJ.    Hear  him: 

♦•  In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  Pitt  maintained  that,  thouch  wK*i 
this  country  had  gained  consisted  not  of  nae  rithit. iieJ,i 
ly  did  of  new  advantages.    We  had  before  i  mh\  w  A 
Southern  whale  fishery,  and  a  right  tonaTigiieanJ  tarrr  «! 
fisheries  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  to  trade  o<i  tbe  coaatg  of  m 
part  of  Northwest  America;  but  that  light  not  only  bad  mi 


been  acknowledged,  but  disputed  and  reaitied;  wberau  brZ 
convention,  it  was  secured  tous-— acircumstanwuhiclL'uioneh 
no  nett  right,  was  a  new  advantage."  ^     ^ 

This  (said  Mr.  B.) 'is  the  Nootka  Sound  treaty 
which  is  now  relied  upon  to  establish  the  Britiih 
right  to  the  Columbia.  Underthis  treaty  they  hiie 
taken  possession  of  the  Columbia,  although  500 
miles  from  Nootka,  and  having  no  connexion  with 
it.  Under  this  treaty  a  British  colony  is  growios 
up  there;  and  in  protection  of  this  colony,  Uie  Brit- 
ish  now  declare  their  determination  to  maintaiQ 
their  ground.  The  same  paper  from  Mr.  Huskis- 
son and  Mr.  Addington,  which  vouched  the  I^ootka 
convention  for  the  record  and  the  definition  oi  ilieir 
"rtgA/,"  proceeds  to  saj: 

"Under  that  convention,  valuable  British  interests  have  nowo 
up  in  these  countries.       *  *  •         •        .-     , 

In  the  interior  of  the  country  in  question,  the  subjeciaof  Gitu 
Origin  have  had  for  many  yean  settlements  and  in&ta  pen 
Several  of  these  posts  are  on  the  tributary  strearoa  of  uic  Co- 
lumbia; several  upon  the  Columbia  itself;  some  to  ih"  nonii- 
ward,  and  others  to  the  aouth  ward  of  that  river.  And  ihej  w. 
ieaie  the  Columbia  as  Uie  aoLe  channel  for  the  coorejasceol 
their  produce  to  tbe  BriUsh  station*  nearest  the  set,  and  for  Ike 
shipments  of  it  from  thence  to  Great  Britain.  Ii  malmbjihe 
Columbia  that  these  poets  axKl  seulements  receive  their  anmut 
supplies  from  Great  Britain.         *  *         '         ■ 

To  the  interearta  and  eetaUlsbments  which  Bhi- 
fsh  industry  and  enterprise  have  created,  Great  Bntaio  ovn 
protection.  That  protection  will  "be  given  both  u  re^irdi  est- 
TLEMBMT  and  FRXBooif  of  TBADB  and  NAVIGATION,  With  cverj 
attention  not  to  infringe  the  co>ordiDate  rights  uf  the  Unitad 
Suites;  it  t)eingtbe  desire  of  the  British  Govercment,  to  limg 
ast'ie  joint  occupancy  con/inuea,  to  regulate  its  own  obTift- 
tions  by  the  same  rules  wbich  govern  the  obligatiooa  of  (reiy 
other  occupyini;  pany." 

Have  grown  up  there,  and  will  be  proiecied! 
Bxitish  interests  have  grown  upon  the  Columbia; 
and,  the  British  Government  owes  protection  lo 
these  interests,  and  will  give  it!  This  is  now  the 
language  of  British  ministers;  and  this  is  what  we 
have  got  for  forty  years'  forbearance  to  ai>sert  onr 
title!  The  nest-egg  laid  by  British  diplomacy,  hts 
undergone  incubation,  find  has  hatched,  and  has 
produced  a  full-grown  bird — a  game  cocli— which 
nas .clapped  his  wings  and  crowed  defiance  in  ibe 
face  of  ine  American  eagle!  and  this  poor  ea^lc,  if 
a  view  could  ba  got  of  him  as  he  stood  daring  the 
^^informaX  conferences^  between  Mr.  Webster  and 
Lord  Ashburton,  would  be  found  (no  doubi)iohave 
stuck  his  head  under  his  wing,  and  hung  out  the 
white  and  craven  feather. 

British  interests  have  grown  up  on  both  sides  of 
the  C(*lumbia-^to  the  south  as  well  as  to  ihe  norih 
of  the  river— and  it  is  the  intention  oi  fhe  British 
Government  to  protect  the  whole.  So  say  Mr. 
Husltisson  and  Mr.  Addington.  But  this  is  dipk- 
macy — ^modern  diplomacy — equivalent  to  finesse. 
The  south  of  the  Columbia  has  not  been  seized  to 
be  retained,  but  to  be  given  up!  The  north  is  to  be 
retained,  for  that  is  the  commanding  bank.  The 
south  is  only  seizedlo  be  given  up  as  an  equivalent, 
according  to  the  modern  system  of  compromising, 
so  successfully  introduced  in  the  case  of  Maine. 
Seize  all!  then  give  back  half!  call  thisa  comDro-. 
mise!  and  there  will  be  people  (for  the  minds  of 
men  are  various)— there  will  be  people  to  applaud 
the  fine  arrangement,  and  lo  thank  God  for  such  a 
happy  deliverance  from  war.  No,  sir,  bo.  This 
is  a  joke  about  holding  on  to  the  sonih  bank.  The 
settlements  made  there  are  for  surrender,  not  for 
retention.  They  are  made  there  lo  be  given  upas 
equivalents  for  what  is  taken  from  us  on  tbe  north; 
and  thus  settle  the  Columbia  question  according  to 
the  precedent  of  Maine. 

But  the  settlements  on  tbe  north  bank:  their  pro- 
tection is  no  joke.  The  British  mean  to  hold  on  to 
them,  for  they  Command  the  remainder.  The 
Nootka  Sound  controversy  is  to  have  the  efleci 
upon  us  which  it  could  not  have  upon  the  Spaniards 
forty  years  ago.  In  vain  the  lighted  naatch  was 
brandished  over  the  British  cannon  in  the  affairot 
Nootka  in  1790;  in  vain  immediate  and  Woody 
war  was  threatened.  The  Sjwnish  GoveromeDi, 
though  old,  decrepid,  and  tottering  underlie  feeble 
sway  of  Charles  IV.  and  the  favorite  Godoy,  b« 
yet  too  much  of  the  CasUlian  Wood  in  it  toprefff 
dishonor  to  war.    They  prepared  for  war !  pd  in? 
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British,  seeing  tliat  tlie  Don  coQld  not  be  ballied, 
relin^Qisbed  their  high  pretensions  of  colonization 
aBd  settlement,  and  accepted  the  humble  privilege 
of  fishing,  and  bunting,  and  sailing  the  high  seas. 
This  is  the  way  the  old  Nootka  controversy  between 
Spain  and  England  ended  fifty  years  ago.  After 
the  experiment  which  the  Britisn  have  just  made 
of  our  peace-loving  temper,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  we  shall  get  out  of  the  new  Nootka  scrape 
withoQt  seeing  the  match  applied  to  the  priming, 
or  having  the  cup  of  dishonor  lield  to  our  lips  until 
ve  drink  it  to^he  dregs. 

The  ofiffin  and  the  character  of  these  establish- 
ments on  tine  Columbia,  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment avows  its  determination  to  protect,  1  now 
proceed  to  show:  and  for  that  purpose  will  have 
recourse  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  John  .Jacob  Astor, 
addressed  to  (he  Department  of  Stat^,  and  giving 
an  account  of  his  settlement  on  that  river,  and  the 
attempts  of  the  British  fur  company  to  break  it  up 
befifre  the  toar,  and  their  success  m  doing  no  after 
the  war  commenced,  and  b^  the  aid  of  their  Gov- 
emmenu  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1811  that  the  ship 
TonqQin,  desoalched  from  New  York  by  Mr.  As- 
tor, carrying  20  guns  and  60  men,  snd  an  over-land 
party  of  100  men,  led  by  Mr.  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  ar- 
rived on  the  Columbia,  and  built  the  fort  called 
Astoria,  near  its  mouth,  and  trading  posts  in  the 
interior.  There  were  no  British  establishments 
then  upon  the  river !  But  the  moment  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  heard  of  Mr.  Astor 's  enterprise,  they 
commenced  their  system  of  encroachment  upon  it. 
1  now  read  from  his  letters: 

*1t  is  well  koowa  that  aa  adon  ai  the  Northwest  Company  had 
ttformatiOD  of  my  intentions,  and  plan  for  conducting  my  com- 
BMre&aloperatJoiM,  they  despatched  a  party  of  men  from  the  in- 
tetior,  with  a  view  toi  arrive  before  my  people  at  Columbia. 
Thea«  man  were  obliged  to  return  without  enVctini  ihcir  oh. 
<cci.  Iq  the  meao  time,  re^iresentalions  wpre  niafle  to  ih«>ir 
Qoveroment  as  to  the  probable  effect  nf  my  uperationa  ou  (heir 
iaiereata,  and  requesting  to  interfere  in  their  behalf.  This  be* 
ng  ia  time  of  peace,  the  GovemmeDt  did  not  deem  ttadTisable 
10  doeo.  8o  aooti,  however,  as  war  was  declared,  these  reprc 
aentaiioDs  were  renewed.  Aid  was  aelced  from  the  Govern- 
meot;  and  it  was  granted.  The  Phoebe  frigate,  and  aloops-of- 
war  Raooon  and  Poccopine;  were  aent  from  England,  with  or- 
daoito  proceed  to  Columbia  river  and  destroy  my  property. 
They  sailed  from  England  early  In  January,  1813.  Arriving  at 
Uo  de  Janeiro,  Admiral  Dickson  ordered  the  Phobe  frigate, 
with  one  of  ihe  sloops,  to  pursue  Cfeptain  Porter,  in  (h6  frigate 
■■ez,  and  the  aloopoPwaf  Racoon,  to  the  Columbia  river. 
Site  arrived ihare,  took  possession  In  the  name  oflho  King,  aud 
changed  the  name  of  the  place  (Astoria)  to  Fort  George. 
*  *  '  *  *  -  The  plan  by  me  adopted  was  such  as  must 
have  maceilally  affiscted  tbeioiereatof  ine  Northweat  and  Hud- 
no  Bay  Companies ;  and  it  was  easy  to  be  foreseen  that  they 
would  enipluy  every  measure  to  counteract  my  operaiione;  and 
wbich,  aa  my  impressions,  I  stated  to  the  Executive  as  early  as 
Febroary,  1811,  as  Will  be  seen  by  the  cony  of  a  letter  which  I 
wvole  to  the  SecreUry  of  State;  to  which  no  reply  was  given. 
On  repeated  application,  some  time  after,  aid  was  promtsed 
bm;  but  I  believe  the  situation  of  the  country  rendereaitiocon- 

vsnicoi  to  give  it." 'I  believe,  at  pr^nt, 

(Pebraary,  1813,)  there  lano  post  or  estsbiiahment  on  the  Co- 
kimbia  nver  but  the  one  here  spoken  of,  (Astoria,)  though  I  am 
piaay  sure  the  Northwest  Coropaoy  will  endeavor  to  nx  one, 
ai  I  have  just' now  a  letter  from  London  dated  November  19(h, 
(1512;)  which  says  the  Northwest  Company  are  fitting  the  ship 
kaae  Todd,  of  about  000  tons,  to  go  to  (be  northwest  coast.  The 
writer  doos  not  say  under  what  circumstances  the  ship  goes: 
bvt  thai  she  will  go  to  Columbia  river,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  I 
pay  you,  sir,  to  have  the  goodneas  to  bring  this  subject  under 
tfre  consideratTon'ofthe  President,"  Ac. 

Mr.  B.  read  other  passages  from  Mr.  Astor's  let- 
ters, explanatory  of  his  enlarged  and  Iibei;al  views 
ID  naaking  the  establishment  at  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lambia  river,  and  said  they  showed  him  to  be  a 
aatesman  as  well  as  an  able  merchant.     He  also 
passed  a  high  encomium  on  the  character  of  Mr. 
Wilson  P.  Mant,  who  led  the'  overland  expedition 
of  100  men  to  the  Colombia  in  1811,  and  who,  not- 
withstanding his  political  opposition,  was  kept  in  the 
best  federal  office  in  the  State  of  Missouri  (the  St. 
Loais  post  office)  eleven  and  a  half  years  out  of 
ibe  twelve  that  Gfen  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren 
veie  Presidents.     Having  done  thLs  justice  to  Mr. 
Astor,  and  his  agem,  Mr.  HaTit,(tbe  first  projector, 
and  the  first  founder  of  a  white  settlement  on  the 
Columbia  river,)  Mr.  B.  returned  to  the  imme- 
diate obgect  of  bis  quotations  from  Mr.  Astor'^  let- 
ters, iheywere  to  show  that  he  made  the  first  set- 
tlement on  the  Columbia— that  there  was  then  no 
British  settlement  upon  it — that  the  British  fur 
companies  went  to  work  immediately  to  break  him 
Up— that   he  resisted  them  during  the  peace,  but 
^nk  tmder  them  during  the  war,  the  British  Gov- 
^rtttneni  having  come  to  their  aid.    The  capture  of 
^is  post  was  an  act  of  war,  done  byaBritisri  sloop 
^  war;  and  as  a  place  so  captoreid,  it  was  bound 
^o  be  resioEad  at  the  peace.     The  Ghent  treaty 
f^tpnlated  for  the  restitution,  and  it  was  restored. 
^Ot  here  a  fraudnlent  evasion  of  the  treaty  was  Im- 
mediately perpetrated.  The  fort  Astoria  was  given  1 


up;  and  the^  clear  intention  of  the  restitution  was 
that  the  fort' represented  the  country,  and  that,  in 
its  surrender,  the  country  should  be  given  up.  This 
was  the  clear  intent  of  the  treaty;  not  so  the  conduct 
of  the  British!  They  gave  up  the  little  fort  itself, 
and  immediately  built  a  better  one,  in  a  better 
position  higher  up  the  river;  and  then  established  a 
chain  of  posts  from  the  tide-waier  to  the  mountains, 
and  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  These  are  the  es- 
tablishments which  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Ad- 
dington  say  have  grown  up  under  the  Nootka  con- 
vention, and  to  which  tne  British  Government 
owes  protection,  and  intends  to  give  it!  These  are 
the  establishnveots  with  respect  to  which  that  ar- 
rogant language  was  used,  and  which,  in  fact,  are 
not  within  500  miles  of  Nootka  Sound,  and  have  no 
connexion  with  it.  They  are  wilful  encroachments 
upon  our  known  tcrritoiy!— thevare  flagrant  intru- 
sions upon  our  settlements! — they  are  fraudulent 
evasions  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent!— and  they  are  ta- 
king the  character  of  permanent  possession  and  na- 
tional colonies,  while  ihe  Nootka  Sound  convention, 
under  which  they  are  alleged  (absurdly  alleged)  to 
have  grown  up,  would  only  have  justified  tempor- 
ary huLs  upon  the  coast,  for  the  personal  accommo- 
datioa  of  hunters  and  fishermen  while  p)irsuing 
their  craft.'  Major  Pitcher,  late  superintendent  of 
Indian  afiairs  at  St.  Louis,  (removed  for  bis  poli- 
tics and  hf^  friendship  to  me,)  and  who  visitea  the 
Columbia  in  1829,  thus  speaks  of  the  principal  of 
these  establishments,  such  as  it  was  at  that  time: 

• 

*'This  fort  ia  on  the  north  side  of  the  Columbia,  nearly  op- 
posite the  mouth  of  ttio  Multnomah,  in  the  region  of  tide- water, 
and  near  the  head  of  ship  navigation.  Iiisagrand  poaition, 
both  in  a  miliiary  and  commercial  point  of  view,  and  formed 
to  cuniinand  the  whole  region  watered  by  the  Columbia  and  its 
tribuiarii's.  The  eurronnding  country,  boih  in  climate  and 
soil,  is  capable  of  eusta.iiing  a  large  popula'ion;  and  its  re 
HOurcu:<  iu  limbci-  giveamfilu  faciliiies  tor  fehip-building.  'J  hie 
post  i.^  foriiiied  with  caniiou;  and,  having  been  aelecicvl  aa  ilic 
principal  or  master  posiiiun,  no  pains  have  been  ^paied  to 
strengthen  and  improve  iL  For  this  purpose,  the  old  poet  oear 
the  mouth  of  the  river  has  been  Abaodooed  About  120  acres 
of  ground  are  in  culiivaiiun;  and  the  product  in  wheat,  barley, 
oats,  corn,  potatoes,  and  other  veeeiablc^,  is  equal  to  what  is 
known  in  die  best  pans  of  the  United  States.  Domestic  ani- 
mals are  numerous— the  horned  cattle  having  been  stated  to 
me  at  900;  bogs,  horde -,  slicep.  andgws,  in  proportion;  also, 
the  uaual  domobuc  lowia:  everyihine,  in  I'aot,  indicating  a  per- 
maoeot  establishment.  Ship-buUdmg  has  commenced  at  this 
place.  One  vessel  has  been  built  and  rigged,  sent  to  sea,  and 
employed  in  the  trade  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  I  also  met  a  gen- 
tleman, on  my  way  to  Lake  Wmnipec,  at  the  portage  between 
the  Columbia  and  Athabasca,  who  was  on  his  way  from  Ilud- 
son's  Bay  to  Fort  Col ville,  with  a  masfter  ship-carpenter,  and 
who  was  destined  for  Fort  Vancouver,  for  the  purp'»8e  of  build- 
ing a  ship  of  considerable  burden.  Both  grisi  and  saw  mills 
have  been  built  at  Fort  Vancouver:  with  the  latter,  (hey  saw 
the  timber  which  is  needed  for  their  own  use,  and  alm>  for  ex- 

Eortatien  to  the  Sandwich  Islands;  upon  the  (ornier,  their  wheat 
I  manufactured  into  flour.  And,  from  all  that  I  could  learn, 
this  important  post  is  silently  growing  up  into  a  colony;  and  is, 
perhaps,  inlenaed  as  a  future  military  and  riavnUs'atiun,  which 
was  not  experrod  t'l  Imj  delivered  up  at  the  expiration  of  the 
treaty  which  i;ian'c<I  thnn  a  temporary  and  ioini  possession." 

Such  arc  the  nature,  origin,  and  piescni  condition 
of  the  British  establishments  on  the  Columbia. 
They  are  intrusions  upon  our  known  territory^ 
tortious  aggressions  before  the  war  on  Mr.  Astor's 
settlement — fraudulent  evasions  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent — and  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  Nootka 
Sound  convention  than  they  have  with  the  late 
treaty  of  China.  Nootka  is  in  vain  invoked  to 
cover  these  encroachments  upon  us— encroachments 
for  which  British  diplomacy  has  been  endeavor- 
ing above  thirty  years  to  "^prepare  tlie  way — in 
which  the  powerful  Hudson  Bay  Company  has 
acted  as  the  age'tat  of  the  Government— and  for  the 
protection  of  which  company  the  British  ministers 
now  boldly  hurl  defiance  in  our  faces.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  Nootka  treaty  to  cover  all  this,  even 
if  it  was  not  abrogated  by  war;  and  it  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  the  threat  of  war  is  to  have  an 
effect  upon  this  vigorous  young  Republic  of  eigh- 
teen millions  of  people,  which  it  failed  to  have  over 
the  decaying  Spanish  monarchy  in  1790. 

Fort  Vancouver  is  but  one  of  the  British  estab- 
lishments on  the  Columbia:  they  have  a  connected 
chain  of  these  settlements,  stretching  from  tidewater 
to  the  mountains,  and  connecting  with  the  interior 
posts  which  extend  from  Canada  and  from  Hud- 
son's Bav.  They  have  the  possession  of  the  coun- 
try: while  the  possession  by  right,  by  treaties,  and 
by  the  admission  of  the  British  themselves,  belongs 
to  us.  This  was  admitted  during  the  ftegotiaiions 
of  1818.  Mr.  Rush,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  of 
February,  1818,  bears  testimony  to  this  admission. 
He  says: 

<il  is  proper,  at  lliis  stage,  to  say  that  Lord  Castlereagh  ad- 
mitted-, In  the  most  ample  fstent,  our  rght  to  be  reinstated,  and 
to  be  tiia  party  in  possession  while  uoaiing  of  the  title." 

This  was  the  admission  of  Lord  Castlereagh 


while  negotiating  the  convention  of  1818.  He  had 
admitted  our  right  to  be  reinstated—that  is,  to  be 
restortd  to  the  possession  which  we  had  before  (he 
war,  and  of  which  war  had  deprived  us.  This 
possession  was  not  limited  lo  the  diagram  of  earth 
covered  by  Mr.  Astor's  fort,  but  to  uie  country  of 
which  it  was  part.  To  give  up  this  diagram  cov- 
ered by  a  fort,  and  then  go  and  take  possession  of 
all  the  country  besides,  was  not  a  lestiintion,  no 
more  than  it  would  have  been  to  have  taken  posses- 
sion of  Michigan  aAer  giving  up  Mackinaw,  or  of 
Maine,  after  giving  up  Casiine.  We  have  a  right 
to  the  possession,  while  treating  of  the  title;  but  we 
have  not  the  possession;  and  this  bill,  which  pro- 
poses merely  to  obtain  a  part  of  what  is  due  to  as, 
IS  resisted  because  it  implies  the  assertion  of  an  ex- 
clusive possession,  and  may  be  a  breach  of  the  con- 
vention of  1818.  This  is  a  mistake.  Exclusive 
can  only  be  to  the  extent  occupied.  The  Brit- 
ish now  have  exclusive  possession  of  the  ground 
covered  by  Fort  Vancouver,  Fort  Col  ville,  and 
other  forts,  and  of  all  the  ground  which  they  culti- 
vate. They  have  forts,  houses,  fields,  and  farms, 
and  possess  them  exclusively.  Our  grants  will  be 
no  more  exclusive  than  theirs:  they  will  only  ex- 
clude to  the  extent  of  the  grant. 

The  objection  lo  the  terms  of  this  bill  grow  out  of 
the  third  ariicleof  (he  convention  of  I6l8^that  ar- 
ticle which  gives  mutuality  of  occupancy,  for  cer- 
tain purposes,  to  the  country  claimeq  by  each  par- 
tv,  for  ten  years;  an  article  which  is  continued  in- 
definitely by  the  convention  of  1838,  subject  to  de- , 
termination^on  one  year's  notice  from  either  party. 
It  is  supposed  that  that  article  will  prevent  us  from 
using  our  own  property  as  we  might  have  used  it 
before  that  convention  was  made.  This  is  a  mis- 
take; and  the  reading  of  the  article  iLself  will 
show  that  its  object  was  to  give  the  privileges  of 
hunting,  fii^bins:,  and  navigation  to  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  each  power  over  the  territories  claimed 
by  the  other,  without  diminishing  the  power  of 
each  over  the  territories  claimed  by  itself.  This  ia 
clear  from  the  article,  which  is  in  these  words: 

"It  is  agreed  that  any  country  that  may  be  claimed  by  either 

garty.  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  westward  of  the- 
tony  Mountains,  shall,  togethei  with  its  liarbors,  bays,  and 
creeks,  and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  sarosi  be  free 
and  opeiffor  the  term  often  years  from  the  (late  ofthe  signature 
ofihta  convention,  to  the  vessels,  citisens,  and  subjects  of  the 
two  powers;  it  being  well  understood  that  this  agreement  ia  not 
toJt>e  construed  to  tlie  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either  of  the 
two  hich  contracting  parties  may  hereto  any  part  of  said 
country;  nor  »hall  it  be  taken  (o  hfTect  the  claims  of  any  other 
power  or  State  to  any  part  ofthe  aaid  country;  the  ooly  object 
ofthe  high  contracting  pai ties,  iu  that  respect,  l)eiog  to  pre- 
vent dispu'csand  dill'erences  amongst  tbeoiselves." 

This  (^aid  Mr.  B.)  is  clear  and  explicit.  We 
acquire  the  right  of  going  upon  the  British-  claims 
to  htmt,  fisb,  and  navigate:  they  acquire  the  right 
to  come  upon  our  claims  for  the  same  parposesu. 
the  claims  of  each  remaining  precisely  as  they 
were.  This  is  all  clear.  Now,  what  were  the 
claims  of  each  at  that  lime?  Ours  was  territorial, 
and  definite  and  notorious  to  the  Columbia  river, 
from  its  head  to  its  mouth.  The  letter  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  our  ministers  in  London,  and  their  let- 
ters to  him,  show  ttiat  the  British  had  no  such 
claim;  that  they  pretended  none  such;  but  only 
labored  to  abrogate  the  line  of  Ibrty-nine  degrees, 
and  to  lay  a  nest-egg  for  ftUure  pretensions  somh 
of  that  line.  Their  claims  were  in  the  northwest — 
far  in  the  northwest — where  McKenzie,  Heame^ 
and  other  discoverers  had  gone,  and  where  the 
fur  companies  had  taken  possession.  Oar  claim 
covered  the  whole  Columbia.  Mutuality  of  occu- 
pancy in  each  other's  claimed  territories  for  ten 
years,  without  diminution  of  rights  over  our  own  ' 
claimed  territories,  was  the  extent  of  the  stipula- 
tion; and,  therefore,  we  might  do  upon  our  claim 
whatever  we  did  before,  subject  to  toe  navigation, 
trade,  &c.,  with  which  it  was  encumbered.  We 
might  grant  land  before  the  convention;  we  can 
grant  it  since.  We  might  plant  a  colony  before 
the  convention,  and  may  do  it  since;  and  the  grant 
of  land  is  the  incident  of  colonization.  In  fact, 
we  have  placed  no  limitation  upon  our  pre-existing 
rights. 

And  now,  what  has  been  the  conduct  ofthe  Brit- 
ish under  this  article?  They  have  crossed  the  49th 
degree— come  down  upon  the  Columbia — taken 
possession  of  it  from  the  head  to  the  mouth — 
fortified  and  colonized  it— monopolized  the  fur 
trad^'driven  all  our  traders  across  the  moon- 
tains — killed  more  than  a  thousand  of  them, 
(through  their  Indians,)  and  used  Uie  Colom- 
bia as  a  free  port,  through  which  they  bring 
good»  free  of  duty  into  our  territorie»— up  injto 
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the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  across  them.  This 
js  what  they  have  done  by  their  agent,  the  Hadson 
Bay  Company.  In  its  own  name,  and  by  an  act  of 
Parliament  immediately  after  the  con7ention,  the 
British  Ck>vernment  has  extended  jurisdiction  over 
the  whole  country,  takins  no  notice  at  all  of  our 
claims,  and  subjecting  all  our  citizens  and  their 
property  to  British  judges,  British  cqurts,  and  ap- 
peals to  Canada.  This  act  has  been  read  by  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Linn,]  and  I  commend  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  all  Americaus  who  object  to  this  bill 
for  fear  it  may  imply  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  ! 
and  so  give  oSence  to  the  British.  This  is  what 
has  been  done  by  the  British  since  the  conven- 
tion. They  have  taken  possession  of  our  claimed 
territory,  of  our  harbor,  our  river — colonized  the 
country — and  killed  and  expelled  our  traders. 
What  have  we  done!  Nothing!  So  far  from  go- 
ing into  the  Northwest  to  hunt,  fish,  and  navigate 
on  their  claims,  we  have  been  expelled  from  our 
own!  and  the  mtt/uaZ  convention  has  become  the 
means  of  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  British  ! 
Our  traders,  left  to  contend  single- banded  against 
the  organized  Hudson  Bay  Company,  against  their 
Indians,  against  their  free  goods,  have  all  been 
driven  in — forced  not  only  out  of  the  valley  of  the 
Columbfa,  but  out  of  the  Rocky  Mountains — and 
ruin  has  overuken  mahy  of  them.  Even  the  strong 
and  rich  company  of  Mr.  Chouteau  can  no  longer 
approach  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  Hudson 
Bay  traders  are  the  masters  there.  Every  Ameri- 
.,  «an  that  approaches  that  region,  does  so  at  the  peril 
of  his  life.    Many  were  killed  there  this  summer. 

•  And,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  we  sit  here,  fearing  to 
pass  this  bill,  lest  it  may  give  offence  to  the  British. 

It  is  time  to  terminate  this  convention  of  1818; 
it  is  time  to  terminate  the  discreditable  state  of 
things  in  relation  to  the  Columbia.  It  is  a  war 
subject,  and  the  peace  mission  should-  have  termi- 
nated it!  No  earthly  consideration  should  have  de- 
tached this  question  from  the  Maine  boundary,  and 
the  other  subjects  of  complaint.  To  separate  them, 
was  to  surrender  all  the  unsettled  questions.  The 
Columbia,  and  the  Southern  question  in  relation  to 
slaves,  were  separated;  and  in  that  separation  their 
sacrifice,  or  a  war  on  account  of  them,  was  in- 
volved. The  President,  in  his  mes.sage  recom- 
mending the  peace  treaty,  informs  us  that  the  Co- 
lumbia was  the  subject  of  "informal  conferences"  be- 
tween the  negotiators  of  that  treaty;  but  that  it 
could  not  then  be  included  among  the  subjects  of 
formal  negotiation.  This  was  an  ominous  annun- 
ciation, and  should  have  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
President  to  a  great  danger.  If  the  peace  mission, 
which  came  here  to  sel:ile  everything,  aid  which 
had  so  much  to  gain  in  the  Mame  boundary  and 
the  African  alliance; — if  this  mission-  could  not 
agree  witi  us  about  the  Columbia,  what  mission 
ever  cant  To  an  inquiry  (rom  the  Senate  to  know 
the  nature  and  extent  of  these  '^informal  confer- 
ence^' between  Mr.  Webster  and  Lord  Ashburton, 
and  to  learn  the  reason  why  the  Columbia  question 
could  not  have  been  included  among  the  subjects 
of  formal  negotiation— to  these  inquiries,  the  Presi- 
dent  answersr,  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest  to  communicate  these  things.  This 
15  a  strange  answer,  and  most  unexpected.  We  have 
no  political  secrets  in  our  country,  neither  among 
ourselves  nor  with  foreigners.  On  this  subject  of 
the  Columbia,  especiaUy,  we  have  no  secrets. 
Kverything  in  relation  to  it  has  been  published. 
All  the  conferences  heretofore  have  been  made  pub- 
lic. The  protocols,  the  minutes,  the  conversations, 
on  both  sides,  have  all  been  published.  The  British 
^  have  published  their  claim,  such  as  it  is:  we  have 
publisned  ours.  The  public  documents  are  full  of 
them,  and  there  can  be  nothing  in  the  question  it- 
self to  require  secrecy.  The  negotiator,  and  not 
the  subject,  may  require  secrecy.  Propositions 
may  have  been  made,  which  no  previous  adminis- 
tration would  tolerate,  and  which  it  may  be  deemed 
prudent  to  conceal  until  it  has  taken  ine  form  of  a 

•  stipulation,  and  the  cry  of  war  can  be  raised  to 
ravish  its  ratification  from  us.  All  previous  ad- 
ministrations, while  claiming  the  whole  valley  of 
the  Columbia,  have  refused  to  admit  a  particle  of 
British  claim  soulk  of  49  degrees.  Mr.  Adams, 
under  Mr.  Monroe,  peremptorily  refused  to  submit 
any  such  claim  even  to  arbitration.  The  Maine 
boundary,  settled  by  the  ti^aty  of  1783,  had  been 
-submitted  to  arbitration;  but  this  was  refused.  And 
now,  if,  after  all  this,  any  proposition  has  been  made 
by  our  QoTisemment  to  give  up  the  north  bank  of 
the  river,  I,  for  one,  shall  not  fail  to  brand  such  a 
proposition  with  the  name  of  treason. 


This  pretension  to  the  Columbia  is  an  encroach- 
'  ment  upon  our  rights  and  possession.  It  is  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  encroachments  which  Great  Brit- 
ain systematically  practises  upon  us.  Diplomacy 
and  audacity  carry  her  througn,  and  gain  her  posi- 
tion after  position  upon  our  borders.  It  is  in  vain 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  gave  us  a  safe  military  fron- 
tier. We  have  l^en  losing  it  ever  since-  the  late 
war,  and  are  still  losing  it.  The  commission  under 
the  treaty  of  Ghent  took  from  us  the  islands  of 
Grand  Menan.  Campo  Bello,  and  Indian  island,  on 
the  coast  of  Maine,  and  which  command  the  bays 
of  Fundy  and  Passamaquoddy.  Those  islands  be- 
longed to  us  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  by  the  laws 
of  God  and  Nature;  for  they  are  on  our  coast,  and 
within  wading  distance  of  it.  Can  we  not  wade  to 
these  islands'?  [Lookine  at  Senator  Wiluams,  who 
answered,  "We  can  wade  to  one  of  them."]  Yes, 
wade  to  it !  And  yet  the  British  worked  them  out 
of  us;  and  now  can  wade  to  us,  and  command  our 
land,  as  well  as  our  water.  By  these  acquisitions, 
and  those  of  the  late  treaty,  the  Bay  of  Fundy  will 
become  a  great  naval  station  to  overawe  and  scourge 
our  whole  coast,  from  Maine  to  Florida.  Under 
the  same  commission  of  the  Ghent  treaty,  she  got 
from  us^he  island  of  Boisblanc,  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Detroit  river,  and  which  commands  that  river  and 
the  entrance  into  Lake  Erie.  It  was  ours  under  the 
.treaty  of  1783;  it  was  taken  from  us  by  diplomacy. 
And  now  an  American  ship  must  pass  between  the 
mouths  of  two  sets  of  British  batteries—one  on 
Boisblanc;  the  other  directly  opposite,  at  Maiden; 
and  the  two  batteries  within  three  or  four  hundred 
yards  of  each  other.  Am  I  right  as  to  the  di.<;tance1 
[Looking  at  Senator  Woodbbidge,  who  answered, 
"The  distance  is  three  hundred  yards."]  Then 
comes  the  late  treaty,  which  takes  from  us  (for  I 
will  say  nothing  of  what  the  award  gave  up  beyond 
the  St.  John)  the  mountain  frontier,  3,000  feet  in 
height,  150  miles  long,  approaching  Cluebecand  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and,  in  the  language  o(  Mr.  Feather- 
stonhaugh,  "commanding  all  their  communications, 
and  commanding  and  overawing  Gtuebec  itself." 
This  we  have  given  up;  and,  in  doing  so,  have  given 
up  our  military  advantages  in  that  quarter,  and 
placed  them  in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  to 
be  used  against  ourselves  in  future  wars.  The 
boundary  between  the  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  has  been  altered  by  the  late  treaty, 

and  subjected  JI9JI2  ^'^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^'^°^^°^  ^"^  ^° 
the   loss   of  a   military  advantage,  which  Great 

Britain  gains.  To  say  nothing  about  Pigeon  river 
as  being  or  not  being  the  *^long  lake"  of  the  treaty 
of  1783;  to  say  nothing  of  that,  there  are  yet  two 
routes  commencing  in  that  stream — one  bearing  far 
to  the  south,  and  lorming  the  large  island  called 
"Hunter's."  By  the  old  boundary,  the  line  went 
the  northern  route;  by  the  new,  it  goes  to  the  sooth; 
giving  the  British  a  large  scope  of  our  territory, 
(which[is  of  no  great  value;)  but  giving  them,  also, 
the  exclusive  possession  of  the  old  route,  the  best 
route,  and  the  one  commanding  the  Indians,  which 
is  of  great  importance.  Above  all,  he  brings  them 
back  to  the  Grand  Portage,  on  this  side  of  Pigeon 
river,  from  which  they  removed  forty  years  ago  to 
avoid  paying  duties  and  then  went  to  Fort  Wil- 
liam, beyond  the  Kamanistequia;  he  brings  back  the 
British  fur  company,  and  re-establishes  them  in 
the  United  States.  At  the  same  time,  while  yield- 
ing to  this  encroachment  upon  us  in  the  North- 
west, the  American  negotiator,  disregarding  his 
own  witnesses  when  they  would  not  follow 
his  leading  questions  to  draw  testimony  fa- 
vorable to'the  British,— disregarding  these  witnesses, 
the  American  negotiator,  yields  to  an  encroach- 
ment in  that  quarter;  grants  all  that  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton asked,  and  then  anects  to  have  made  an  acqui- 
sition there  of  four  millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral 
land!  The  encroachment  now  attempted  upon  the 
Columbia,  is  but  a  continuation  of  this  system  of 
encroachments  which  is  kept  up  ngainsi  us,  and 
which,  until  1818,  labored  even  to  get  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  by  laboring  to  make  the 
line  from  the  Lake  oi  the  Woods  reach  its  head 
spring.  If  Great  Britain  had  succeeded  in  getting  this 
line  to  touch  the  Mississippi,  she  was  then  to  claim 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  under  the  law  of  na- 
tions, contrary  to  her  doctrine  in  the  caae  of  the 
people  of  Maine  and  the  river  St.  John.  The  line 
of  the  49th  parallel  of  north  latitude  is  another  in- 
stance of  her  encroaching  policy;  it  has  been  muti- 
lated by  the  persevering  efforts  of  British  diplo- 
macy; and  the  breaking  of  that  line  was  immedi- 
ately followed  by  the  most  daring  of  all  her  en- 
croachments>-that  of  th$  Colombia  riyer. 


Besides  encroaching  upon  our  borders  Qimi 
Britain  is  using  all  her  own  advantages  in  tliei^ 
hostile  sense.  Bermuda,  opposite  the  Saaihem 
coast,  is  made  a  vast  place  of  ai'ms.  Nassau  New 
Providence,  almost  in  sight  of  Florida,  is  made  L 
same;  the  lines  of  steamers  to  Halifax  and  to  the 
West  Indies,  commanded  by  naval  officers  and 
fined  for  war,  are  all  preparations  against  ns.  All 
around  us— north,  south,  east,  west— Great  Britain 
is  surrounding  us,  and  encroaching  upon  qs 
Like  a  vast  noa   constrictor,  she  is  inTolvine 

us  in  her  folds,  and  twisting  herself  all  aroondui 
and  we  sit  here  fearing'to  exercise  oar  own  rigbti 
lest  we  give  her  ofifence  1  We  are  beleagnered! 
blockaded,  hedged  in,  circumvented  on  all  s'i£ 
yet  fear  to  warn  the  intruder  from  oarpremiseT^ 

We  fear  warl  as  if  the  fear  of  war  ever  kept  it 
off*.  We  fear  war !  while  Great  Britain  is  systenut- 
icaliy  preparing  for  war  with  us.  All  her  eneitMeh. 
ments  upon  us  show  that  she  is  preparing  for  this 
result.  Why  else  this  eternal  pressure  npon  osi 
.We  do  not  go  to  the  islands  on  the  British  coaMa  to 
obtain  commanding  positions  against  her.  Mo  other 
power  in  the  worla  comes  here  to  encroach  nponm 
Why  does  she  come,  except  with  hostile  intents] 
She  is  preparing  for  war;  and  tbelate  treaij  isthe 
largest  of  all  her  preparations.  It  pacifies  the 
Northern  States,  leaving  the  Soath  and  West  io the 
lurch;  while  the  new  com  law  gives  themTirtnally 
a  free  trade,  and  a  separate  trade  ia  the  great  staples 
of  grain  and  provisions.  Henceforth  they  mos 
have  a  separate  interest  in  peace  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Union  has  ceased  to  be  a  nnit  isits 
complaints  against  that  power! 

Great  Britain  is  preparing  for  war  against  vs, 
and  is  manoBuvring  to  get  the  advantage  in  the 
cause;  to  find  a  pretext  in  the  qaestion  of  slavery- 
a  question  in  which  she  would  nave  the  sympathies 
of  all  the  world,  and  much  of  this  Union,  on  her 
side.  Hence  her  invention  of  the  new  claim  oi 
visiting  our  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa— a  claiia 
which  is  a  branch  of  the  impressment  claim,  and 
which  the  tribute  of  the  fi  ve  years  eigbty-gon  sqoad- 
ron  has  purchased  off*  for  the  present.  As  a  nation, 
Great  Britain  despises  and  hates  our  nation.  There 
may  be  individual  Bnglishmen  who  hare  rrgartl 
for  individual  Americaasj  but,  as  it  concerns  na- 
tion and  nation,  they  despise  and  hate  us!  They 
want  war  with  u^  and  count  upon  its  being  short 
and  triumphant.  They  count  upoa  raising  a  San 
Domingo  insurrection  in  the  South,  armine  all  the 
Indians  of  North  America  against  us,  and  cnsb- 
ing  the  paper  fiabric  of  our  &anee8.  This  is  their 
count.  We  should  count  upon  expelling  them  from 
our  continent,  giving  liberty  to  Ireland,  and  aiding 
the  English  people  to  reform  their  GoTeremeat. 
Sooner  or  later,  war  will  come,  for  Great  Britain 
is  determined  upon  it;  and  we  should  roll  back 
the  thunder  upon  her  own  shores.  Thirty  tboosand 
friends  of  Ireland  landed  on  her  coast,  and  formina 
the  rallying-point  for  a  million  of  pat^iot^  would 
make  that  devoted  island  free,  and  siialce  Old  Erg- 
land  to  her  centre.  These  are  my  scnihaeni^  and 
I  neither  dissemble  nor  deny  them.  Peace  ^  our 
policy.  War  is  the  policy  of  England;  and  war 
with  us  is  now  her  favorite  policy.  Ut  u  come, 
rather  than  dishonor  1  The  man  is  aliw,  and  with 
a  beard  on  his  face,  (though  it  may  nor  be  1,)  wbc 
will  then  see  an  American  army  in  Ireland,  »ad  at 
American  general  in  the  street!  of  London. 

SPEECa  OP  MR.  LINN, 

OFMIBSOITRI. 
In  Senate,  Monday,  Mnuary  9,  184S.-The  bill 
for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Temto. 
ry  of  Oregon  being  under  dlecuasion,  and  on  ita 


Mr.  LINN,  in  reply  to  the  Senalon  tm  Sonth 
CaroUna  and  MaMadmtettB,  [Mttws.  Cilbow  ind 
Cboati]  addressed  the  Senate  as  foliowB 

Mr.  PaEsiPEiTT:  The  8«i«tor  fiom  South  Cii*- 
Una  has  given  a  brief,  but  very  admirable  analya* 
of  the  English  and  American  claims  lo  the  Temtwy 
of  Oregon;  and  spoken  with  great  force  "od  tra^  oi 
the  rapid  advance  of  our  population  to  the  vvei^ 
which  may  well  be  comparad  to  the  rolling  on  of  i 
great  and  wide  stream.  Yes,  its  march  »  onwwt 
to  the  West^-4o  the  far  West;  and  can  only  «^ 
stayed  by  the  waters  of  the  great  Pwific.  roa 
might  aswell  attempt  to  dam'  the  coiuie  oftni 
turbulent  Mississippi,  as  to  anrert  tbe  oawia 
march  of  this  restless  people.    The  puny  »nn  « 
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man  is  too  feeble  for  mxch  an  overwhelming  powen 
after  achieving  the  independence  of  the  old  thirteen 
States,  and  scaling  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  they 
are  rapidly  filling  up  the  magnificent  Valley  of  the 
Mississippi  with  a  prosperous,  happy,  and  intelli- 
gent race  of  lieings,  who  have  subdued  the  savages 
of  the  forest;  made  the  wilderness  blossom  like  the 
rose;  huih  Plages  and  churches,  towns  and  cities; 
made  roads;  cut  canals;  endowed  colleges,  and  tun- 
nelled mountsins. 

The  borders  of  the  mighty  rivers  of  the  West  are 
adorned,  even  at  this  early  day,  with  everything  to 
make  life  happy;  and  these  elongated  oceans  bear 
on  their  boeomp  floating  palaces,  animate  with  gay 
passengers;  and  freighted  with  their  own,  and  the 
rich  productions  of  every  clime  and  country.  This 
people,-  imbued  with  a  spirit  that  holds  in  contempt 
all  obstacles  to  their  onward  march,  are  now  moving 
up  the  inclined  plane  of  the  vast  Western -prairies, 
and  in  a  few  years  will  reach  the  gorges  and  passes 
of  the  Kocky  Mountains  from  whence,  they  will 
precipitate  themselves  into  the  fertile  region  and 
wild  climate  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  trampling 
under  their  feet  all  opposition  to  their  progress.  But, 
notwithstanding,  the  policy  of  the  Government  it- 
self has,  in  the  disposition  made  of  all  the  Indian 
tribes  of  the  interior  States,  raised  up  an  artificial 
barrier,  which  for  the  present  has  stopped  the  natural 
spread  of  our  population  to  the  West.  On  this  In- 
dian frontier,  it  has  reached  its  limits.  This  outlet 
of  the  West  (Oregon)  must  be  opened,  or  our  peo- 
ple will  soon  break  across  the  bounds  within  which 
we  have  pledged  ourselves  by  treaties  that  the  ex- 
patriated Indian  tribes  shaU  dwell  securely.  The 
Oregon  region  must  be  opened  to  the  adventurous 
and  migiBtoiy  spirit  of  our  people;  or  the  collected 
flood  will  soon  burst  over,  and  sweep  away  the  In- 
dian, to  whom  we  have  solemnly  promised  an  un- 
disturbed refoge  in  the  home  to  which  we  have,  by 
so  humane  a  policy,  transplanted  him. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  CALHouir] 
regards  this  bill  as  going  new  and  dangerous  lengths- 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  two 
coontxies.    Yet  the  biUs  introduced  with  the  same 
object,  long  since,  uitder  the  administrations  of  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams,  hy  Doctor  Floyd,  were  far 
stronger.    They  provided  for  the  erection  of  forts 
and  cuaiofti'houaeB,      As  for  that  formidable   and 
perpetual  impediment,  the  treaty,  it  existed  just  as 
mueh  in  force  then,  as  now;  and  surely  those  gentle- 
men might  be  considered  as  tolerable  judges  of  the 
foice  of  treaty  stipulations.     Adverting,  then,  to  the 
English  claim,  as  founded  on  their  alleged  discovery, 
Mr.  LzKir  treated  the  pretended  visit  of  Drake  to  that 
portion  of  the  Northwest  coast  as  altogether  prepos- 
terous.   The.  narrative  itself,  which  describes  a  re- 
gion bound  up  in  ribs  of  ice,  in  the  month  of  June, 
makes  it  impottible  for  any  one  now  to  believe  that' 
Drake's  visit  was  to  Oregon — a  .coast  never  witness- 
ing such  intense  cold^  even    in  mid-winter,  and 
usually  enjoying  the    soft  temperature    of   earlier 
^  spring.    Nor  can  any  more  stress  be  laid  upon  the  al- 
leged discoveries  of  Mear*s  and  Vancouver's  Lieut 
Broughton.    But,  in  trath>  this  whole  British  claim 
is  recent.     It  was  never  heard  of,  as  against  the  dis- 
covery of  Captain  Gray,  or  the  explorations  of  Lewis 
and  Clarke.  As  late  as  1814,  the  question  of  our  dis- 
covery was  minutely  examined  in  one  of  the  lead- 
mg  British  authorities  on  such  questions,  and  oar 
claini  admitted  as  incontrovertible.    After  the  sur- 
.  render  of  Astoria  during  the  war,  (which  place  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  British,  through  the  treachery 
of  Mr.  Astor's  English  partners,)  they  began  to  per- 
ceive, in  its  full  extent,  the  value  of  this  new  acquisi- 
-  tion;  and  although  it  was  surrendered  te  the  Uiiited 
States  nnder  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
Uie  !Bngliah  began  to  announce  their  pretensions  to 
a  claim'-rnrst,  through  anonymous  writers  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  at  this  pk&ce,  (at  the  instance,  it 
^aa  said,  of  Sir  Charles  Bagot;)  and  afterwards  by 
the  British  authorities,  in  their  formal  correspondence 
"^th.the  United  States  Government    As  to  what 
•  England  may  urge  in  regard  to  the  force  of  the 
^ootka  Sound  treaty  with  Spain,  it  is  sufficient,  fit 
Resent,  to  say  that  any  such  claim  must  have  fallen 
Xvith  that  treaty  itself.    Temporary  in  its  character, 
^nd  speedy  diHoived  by  the  war  whieb' occurred 
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between  the  two  countries  soon  afler,  our  right,  if 
placed  alone  on  the  strong  and  certain  ground  of 
prior  discovery,  would  be  as  immutable  as  the 
everlasting  hills. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  urged  that 
we  should,  first  of  all,  give  the  twelve  months'  no- 
tice of  our  renunciation  of  the  treaty.  He  (Mr. 
Linn)  could  only  answer  that  he  had  repeatedly,  by 
resolutions,  urged  that  course  in  former  years;  but 
always  in  vain.  He  had  ever  been  met  with  the 
answer:  ''This  is  not  the  proper  time— wait" 
Meanwhile,  the  s^dverse  possession  was  going  on, 
fortifying  firom  year  to  year  the  British  claim  and 
the  British  resources,  to  make  it  good.  Mr.  Madi- 
son had  encouraged  the  "bold  and  well-arranged 
scheme  of  Astor  to  fortify  and  colonize.  He  was 
dispossessed;  and  the  nucleus  of  empire  which  his 
establishments  formed,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Hudsons  Bay  Company,  now  the  great  instru- 
ment of  English  aggrandizement  in  that  quarter. 
The  Senator  insists  that,  by  the  treaty,  there  should 
be  a  joint  possession.  Be  it  so,  if  you  will.  But 
where  is  our  part  of  thifa  joint  possessionl  In  what 
does  it  consist,  or  has  it  consisted!  We  have  no 
posts  there,  no  agent,  no  military  power  to  protect 
traders.  Nay,  indeed,  no  traders!  For  they  have 
disappeared  before  foreign  competition ;  or  fallen  a 
sacrifice  to  the  rifle,  the  tomahawk,  or  the  scalping- 
knife  of  those  savages  whom  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany can  always  make  the  instruments  of  system- 
atic massacre  of  adventurous  rivals.  Of  the  extent 
of  these  murders,  or  of  the  regularity  with  which 
they  are  enacted,  the  Senator  has  probably  but  little 
notion,  unless  he  has  made  it  the-  subject  of  special 
investigation.  I  can  assure  him  that,  before  the 
year  1829,  there  had  perished  in  this  way,  on  the 
plains  and  in  the  mountains,  as  was  well  ascertained 
by  a  committee  of  this  body,  full  five  hundred  men; 
and  the  yearly  slaughter  has  gone  on  ever  since, 
ranging  between  fifteen  and  twenty  men  during  the 
year  1842.  But,  whatever  has  been  the  history  of 
your  peopling  distant  regions,  will  be  its  history 
now— every  effort  to  be  disputed  with  something 
which  this  Government  shrinks  from  encountering. 
You  have  never  failed  to  turn  your  back  upon  any 
such  hardy  enterprise.  The  very  navigation  of  the 
great  river  of  the  West,  so  vital  to  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  the  population  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  for  thirty  years  would  have  been  yielded 
to  Spain,  under  the  old  articles  of  confederation,  but 
that  it  required  the  assent  of  nin^*  States  to  bring  it 
into  the  validity  of  a  treaty.  Six  Eastern  States 
were  ready  to  abandon  it,  for.  an  interest  the  most 
wretchedly  disproportionate.  If  that  mighty  access 
to  a  new  and  a  greater  empire  of  the  West  has  been 
preserved  to  yotf,  it  is  in  spite  of  your  supineness, 
in  spite  of  your  timidity,  in  spite  of  your  impolicy. 

As  for  me,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  I  desire,  in  this  irre- 
sistible advance  of  our  population,  destined  to  carry 
to  the  very  verge  of  the  continent  the  benefits  of 
our  free  institutions,  to  march  .with  every  public 
right  in  the  lead,  while  we  carry  to  those  regions 
of  barbarism  the  press,  the  ploughshare,  and  the 
bible.  And  I  would,  even  in  these  great  purposes, 
halt  rather  than  violate  our  national  faith  solemnly 
pledged  in  a  treaty.  But  I  tell  the  Senator  that  we 
cannot  thus  rigidly  adhere  to  what  our  rival  so  lit- 
tle regards.  That  Senator  docs  not  know,  or  has 
overlooked,  the  progress  which  English  possession 
has  been  for  near  thirty  years  making  against  us, 
under  cover  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company — ^the 
irresponsible  instrument  of  British  power  in  that 
quarter— by  means  of  which  and  this  treaty 
we  are  steadily  circumvented.  There,  as  in  the 
East  Indies,  Britain  prepares  her  way  to  unchecked 
dominion,  through  Uie  stealthy  advance  of  these 
trading  companies,  which  scatter  the  seeds  that  are 
to  spring  up  into  a  harvest  of  power  for  her. 

I  insist,  that  the  bill  does  not  attempt  to  dis- 
possess Great  Britain  of  anything  she  now  holds. 
It  does  not  define  our  territory.  That  we  have 
some  there,  is  certain.  Can  she  object  to  our  set- 
tling south  of  the  Columbia,  on  a  territory  to 
which,  with  all  her  facility  of  claiming,  and  tenacity 
of  holding  on,  she  has  been  willing  to  surrender? 
She,  herself,   hu  extended  her  juxi9diction  over 


Oregon, — ^built  forts,  set  up  establishments,  settled 
farms«    Why  cannot  we  do  the  same? 

I  am  glad  (said  Mr.  L.)  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States — at  least  as  fat  as  the  expression  of 
opinion  has  gone — ^has  made  some  progress  in  this 
matter.  If  the  Senators  [Messrs.  Calhoun  and 
Choate]  who  have  ^ust  spoken  will  ^m  back  to 
the  recorded  arguments  of  1822,  and  subsequent 
years,  in  Congress,  they  will  find  that  the  reasons 
they 'now  urge  against  granting  lands,  were  then 
used  against  the  proposition  to  build  ybr^«,  extend 
our  laws,  or  erect  custom-houses.  I  nsw  un- 
derstand these  Senators  as  resting  their  objections 
to  this  bill  on  the  plause  granting  away  lands  in  the 
territory — on  our  obligations  under  the  treaty  of 
1818,  renewed  in  1827;  and  that  they  do  not  raise 
the  same  objections  to  our  building  forts  and  occu« 
pying  sucJi  portions  of  land  as  may  suit  our  con- 
venience. This  is  reporting  some  progress,  as  there 
existed  three  objections  formerly,  and  one  only  is 
put  forward  now. 

It  strikes  me,  Mr.  President, — ^indeed,  I  know  it 
to  be  a  fact — that  the  British  Government,  as  a 
Government,  neVer  has  built  a  fort  in  the  Oregon 
country.  It  is  plain,  then,  that  if  our  Crovemment 
erects  fortifications  on  the  Columbia,  the  same  ob- 
jection may  pe  made  by  the  British  Government, 
which  is  now  made  here,  with  regard  to  grants  of 
land — that  it  amounts  to  the  exercise  of  an  exclusive 
right  not  authorized  by  our  obligations  under  the 
treaty.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  objection  which  can 
be  urged  against  our  making  grants  of  land,  that 
will  not  equally  apply  to  our  Government  building 
Jorts,  and  occupying  any  part  of  the  soil.  It  is  a 
mere  question  of  a  government  doing  an  act  openly 
and  honestly  as  a  government;  or  doing  it  covertly, 
through  the  agency  it  has  itself  created. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  has  not  direct' 
ly,  in  its  capacity  as  a  Government,  built  forts,  or 
selected  and  occupied  lands  in  the  territory;  but  it 
has  encouraged  its  creature — the  Hudson  Bay 
Company — to  do  these  acts;  and,  when  they  are 
done,  it  tells  us  openly  that  British  interests  have 
gro-wn  up  there,  -which  it  must  and  will  protect 
against  the  -world.  The  facts  are  indisputable,  that 
forts,  called  Hudson  Bay  "trading  posts,"  exist  on 
the  Columbia ;  that  the  English  have  selected  and 
occupied  lands  in  which  their  Government  has 
promised  that  their  interests  shall  be  protected;  and 
that,  although  our  citizens  may,  in  their  private  ca- 
pacities, make  settlements  and  occupy  lands  there 
also,  our  Government  has  failed  to  piomise  them 
the  same  protection  and  security  promised  to  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  by  their  Government* 

We  are,  indeed,  with  some  inconsistency,  told  by 
the  Senators  that  we  may  build  forts ;  which  ne- 
cessarily implies  the  permanent  occupation  of  tho 
sites  upon  which  they  are  to  be  built;  but  we  cannot 
exercise  the  same  power  over  the  contiguous  lands, 
that  we  do  over  those  on  which  the  forts  stand.  The 
principle  appears  to  me  to  be  identically  the  same, 
whether  we  occupy  or  appropriate  one  acre  or  a 
thousand,  or  whether  the  value  of  the  land  is  little 
or  much.  The  objection  on  the  score  of  exclusive 
appropriation  of  any  part  of  the  territory  for  Gov- 
ernmental purposes,  is  like  applicable  to  our  obli- 
gations under  the  treaty,  if  those  obligations  are  in 
reality  suaceptible  of  the  construction  given  to  them 
by  the  Senators.  Great  Britain,  in  her  own  pur- 
suits, has  not  so  regarded  her  obligatiohs  under  the 
treaty.  And  all  that  I  propose  to  do  by  this  bill 
is,  to  take  the  same  steps  she  has  taken;  to  inter- 
pret our  obligations  as  she  interprets  hers;  and  to 
offer  our  citizens  the  same  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection she  invariably  gives  to  her  subjects,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company. 

Why  should  there  be  anything  ofiensive  to  Great 
Britain  in  all  this?  Why  should  this  endanger  the 
peace  of  the  two  countries?  And  if  she  can  be  so 
unreasonable  as  to  conceive  offence  at  it,  why 
should  that  deter  us  from  doing  right — ^from  doing 
our  duty?  Are  we  to  wait  for  her  permission?— -to 
submit  to  her  dictation? — ^to  follow  in  her  wake,  in  re- 
gard to  the  construction  to  be  put  upo^  this  treaty? — 
to  look  to  her  submissively  till  she  says,  You  may  go 
so  far,  but  you  shall  go  no  farther?  '  No,  air;  Mr.  L. 
said  he  could    not,  would  net   b^ve  Uiat  wf 
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American  will,  for  a  moment,  entertain  the  cruven 
thought*  He  knew  i omething  of  the  colossal  pow- 
er, the  boundless  energy,  and  the  vast  wealth  of 
that  little  island,  fast  anchored  in  the  far  Atlantic. 
He  knew  that,  from  her  isolated  sea-girt  throne,  she 
overlooks  the  whole  world;  and  that  she  has  said, 
and  is  Bayiqg,  to  the  nations  of  the  earth — like  one 
of  her  monarchs  of  old  to  the  ocean — **thus  far  ye 
«hall  go,  but  no  farther."  But  he  also  knew  that 
we— at  least,  in  times  not  long  past — ^had  refused  to 
bow  to  her  commands,  and  had  set  at  naught  her 
threats.  And  he  would  not  now,  nor  should  he 
ever,  as  an  American  citizen,  submit  to  the  arro- 
gance of  dictation.  Either  on  this,  or  any  other 
Bubjectof  our  internal  policy,  the  consideration  of  her 
pleasure  or  displeasiye  could  have  no  weight  with 
him.  Neither  as  a  Senator  here,  nor  as  a  private  citi- 
zen elsewhere,  would  he  ever  yield  one  iota  of  our 
claim  to  that  territory.  It  is  ours  by  treaty  with 
France  and  Spain,  by  discovery,  and  by  settlement; 
and  he  was  prepared  to  take  evei^  step  in  his  pow- 
er to  do  what  is  necessary  to  assert  and  maintain 
our  title.  If,  in  doing  this,  we  are  compelled  to  ap- 
proach the  verge  of  war,  or  plunge  in  the  gulf,  let 
the  blame  fall  on  the  injustice  which  drives  us  to 
it.  He  was  not  insensible  to  the  evils  of  war.  He 
knew  it  was  a  rough  game — a  scourge  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth — and  that  we  must  share  its  mis- 
eries as  well  as  its  triumphs.  He  kilew,  too,  that 
England  never  wants  a  pretext  for  war,  when  she 
decides  that  it  is  her  interest  to  be  the  aggressor. 
If  she  chooses  to  make  the  passage  of  this  bill  a  pre- 
text, it  is  the  same  thing  to  us  as  the  selection  of 
any  other  pretext  She  makes  war  or  peace,  just  to 
suit  her  own  views  and  further  her  own  policy. 
She  acts  for  her  own  interests,  regardless  of  the  ef- 
fects on  others.  She  never  asked  for  our  interpreta- 
tion of  the  treaty  when  she  encouraged  the  build- 
ing of  British  posts  on  the  Columbia,  and  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  whole  country  through  the  agency 
of  her  fiir  companies.  She  did  not  wait  for  our 
permission  to  build  up  British  interests  in  the  coun- 
try, which,  when  erecting,  she  told  us  to  our  teeth 
she  would  protect.  But  we  are  told  on  this  floor 
that  she  constru^8  the  treaty  to  mean  a  joint  occu- 
pancy for  trading  purposes;  and  we  are  called  upon 
to  interpiet  it  as  she  does,  while  we  know  that  her 
actions  do  not  conform  to  that  interpretation. 

I  hold  (said  Mr.  L^  that  we  are  to  interpret  the  trea- 
ty for  ourselves.  We  witness  that,  under  the  mantle 
of  her  Hudson  Bay  Company,  GreatBritain  is  spread- 
ing her  coils  around  the  whole  territory;  and  we 
know  that  her  policy  must  eventuate  in  her  obtain- 
ing, not  a  joint  occupancy  and  jurisdiction,  but  an 
exclusive  possession.  Under  thb  cover,  she  has 
already  done  what  this  bill  calls  upon  you  now  to  do 
on  our  part,  or  weakly  to  suffer  our  rights,  even  un- 
der the  treaty,  to  lapse.  She  has  legislated  for  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  whole,  under  the  pretext  of  legis- 
lating for  the  protection  of  her  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany and  its  interests. 

What  is  this  but  the  same  artful  course  she  pur- 
sued in  India?  For,  at  first,  her  movements  were  under 
the  shadow  of  her  East  India  Company;  until,  eventu- 
ally, she  took  the  reins  openly  into  her  own  hands, 
and  became  the  ruler  of  two  hundred  mUlions  of 
subjects  entangled  in  her  meshes. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Columbia  river,  she  is  lay- 
ing the  foundation  for  a  similar  state  of  things.  It 
is  in  vain  for  gentlemen,  in  their  overweening  con- 
fidence in  the  national  integrity  of  England,  to  de- 
ny the  facts  indelibly  impressed  on  the  pages  of  his- 
tory, which  records  these  transactions. 

He  would  ask  the  Senators  whether  she  has  not 
taken  the  course  indicated,  in, relation  to  India?  and 
whether  the  increase  of  her  power  there  was  not 
fostered  in  the  same  way  that  she  is  now  cultivating 
it  on  the  Columbia?  It  is  a  system  from  which  she 
cannot  and  will  not  depart,  wherever  she  is  permit- 
ted to  prosecute  it  It  is  our  policy  to  put  a  stop  to 
that  system  in  the  Oregon  Territory. 

In  what  1  have  said,  I  would  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  meaning  to  assert  that,  in  exercising  her 
present  authority  over  this  territory.  Great  Britain 
would  think  of  dispoaseafling  our  citizens  already 
settled  there,  or  preventing  our  emigrants  from  be- 
comoig  new  aettkiB.    The  result  to  which  her  poli- 


cy must  lead,  if  followed  out  without  interruption, 
would  be,  that  all  settlers — no  matter  whence  they 
came — should  ultimately  become  her  subjects,  under 
the  force  of  circumstances.  But  what  I  chiefly 
insist  upon,  is,  that  she  has  given  to  the  treaty, 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  respect  to  the  letter,  a 
construction  in  every  way  advantageous  to  herself, 
and  that  we,  in  self-defence,  are  necessarily  obliged 
to  act  upon  similar  viewa.  * 

It  is  not  pretended  by  her  that  we  may  not  settle 
the  country  south  of  the  Columbia  river;  for,  since 
her  ultimatum  of  1827,  in  which  she  proposed  to 
take  that  stream  as  her  southern  boundary,  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  have  actually  dropped  any 
pretensions  to  exclusive  right  on  the  southern  side. 
Indeed,  her  hunters  and  trappers,  after  exhausting  its 
fur-bearing  animals,  have  gradually  withdrawn  from 
the  hills  and  plains  of  the  south,  leaving  many  regu- 
lar agricultural  settlements  inthe  valley  of  the  Wal- 
lamette,  where  they  have  farms,  and  even  mills,  and 
have  established  themselves  with  increased  energy,  as 
if  determined  to  make  their  settlements  permanent 
on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Columbia.  Although 
this  is  a  disguised  admission  that  they  have  no  right 
to  exclusive  appropriation  on  the  south  side,  it  is 
equally  a  proof  that  they  do  exercise  exclusive  right 
over  the  northern  side  of  the  river.  But  even  then 
they  do  not  give  up  their  jurisdiction  over  the  whole 
territory  down  to  the  42d  degree  of  latitude,  and 
even  to  the  borders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  . 

It  has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  British  authorities  have  not  construed 
the  treaty  so  as  to  confer  any  joint  right  but*that  of 
trading;  and  that  our  exercising  the  power  of  grant- 
ing away  lands  for  agricultural  purposes  would  be 
subversive  of  the  objects  of  the  treaty,  to  maintain 
the  right  of  hunting,  trapping,  and  trading  in  the 
country,  by  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  jointly.  *  But  how  do  the  facts 
square  with  this  assumption?  Have  not  the  British 
extensive  and  well-cultivated  farms  on  the  Colum- 
bia? Have  they  not  large  tracts  to  the  north  of  this 
river,  from  which  they  have  prohibited  all  game 
from  being  hunted  or  trapped?  Have  they  not  es- 
tablished at  home,  in  the  city  of  London,  the  Puget 
Sound  Company,  with  a  view  of  pursuing  agricul- 
ture on  an  extensive  scale  at  Forts  Nasqually,  Col- 
ville  Walla-walla,  and  what  is  called  their  Colony 
of  Vancouver?  Have  they  not  extensive  saw-mills, 
furnishing  lumber  for  exportation  from  the  Columbia 
river  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  elsewhere?  Have 
they  not  contracts  with  Russian  settlements  to  the 
north,  fur  incredible  quantities  of  wheat,  butter,  pork, 
beef,  salmon,  and  other  products  of  the  country? 
And  will  the  Senators  say  that  these  are  legitimate 
exercises  of  the  right  to  trap,  huitt,  and  trade  in 
the  territory?  Does  the  treaty,  providing  for  the  joint 
use  of  the  country  for  purposes  of  trading,  trapping, 
and  hunting,  give  the  British  a  right  to  turn  it  into 
British  agricultural  settlements,  and  deny  to  us  the 
right  of  making  the  like  appropriation  of  die  soil? 
What  exclusive  right  did  they  obtain  to  cut  down, 
and  turn  into  lumber^  for  exportation,  the  timber  of 
the  territory?  Was  there  leas  exeidse  of  eorcluaive 
ownerahip  over  the  timber,  than  over  the  forts  built 
of  it? 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  he  has  no 
objection  to  the  other  portions  of  the  bill,  if  the 
grant  of  lands  is  stricken  out.  Does  not  the  Sen- 
ator see  that  its  whole  ejlcacy  would  be  destroyed 
by  that  very  operation?  It  would  be  a  dead  letter; 
for  no  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  have  suf- 
ficient inducement  to  abandon  the  certainties  which 
they  enjoy  at  home,  for  the  uncertainties,  risks,  and 
expenses  of  an  emigration  so  distant  and  dangerous, 
merely  on  Uie  assurance  of  protection  from  a  few  , 
widely-scattered  military  posts.  They  must  have 
this  stimulant  which  is  the  rational  and  substantial 
encouragement  for  an  enterprise  so  great  to  them 
as  emigrating  to  a  wild  country,  cut  off  from  friends, 
kindred,  and  government  by  thousands  of  miles,  and 
by  hordes  of  savage  tribes.  Our  citizens  there, 
and  going  there,  without  the  guaranty  of  this 
clause  of  the  bill,  would  be  discouraged,  and  be  ul- 
timately rooted  out  by  the  British,  to  whom  the  In- 
dians are  tributary.  Give  them  the  land,  and  they 
will  hold  it 
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We  have  raised  a  barrier  against  our  own  onuud 
march  westward,  by  the  Indian  tribes  planted  ^ 
our  territorial  borders.  They  are  there  open  to 
foreign  subsidy,  for  impeding  our  acGeaston  too^r 
ocean  limits;  and  it  has  become  of  vital  iaterest  to 
our  safety  to  acquire  an  ascendency  over  thete  ticacb- 
erous  and  dangerous  neighbors.  That  aaeeiuleiieT 
can  only  be  acquired  and  preserved  by  phei&g  oar 
population,  in  part,  beyond  them,  and  Becomig  ov 
avenues  of  intercourse  with  our  distant  tenitorv 
And  we  cannot  plant  any  of  our  p(^ulaiion  thim. 
without  giving  that  encouragement  for  coIoDtzBtJod 
which  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  every  dv' 
ilized  nation  to  hold  out  in  such  cases. 

That  we  have  the  right  to  give  all  that  cncour. 
agement  which  this  bill  proposes,  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  do 
more  doubt,  than  he  had  of  our  title  to  some  of  the 
Oregon  Territory — a  matter  that  neTer  haii  been 
and  never  can  be,  disputed  with  truth. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GIDDINGS, 

OF  OEIIO.  . 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jamary  14, 1843.-- 
Od  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  West 
Florida. 

Mr.  QIDDINGS  said  that  a  ceDUaaoan  not  sow 
in  his  seat  (the  Hon.  Wm.  B.  CIlbodn,  ol  Misst- 
chusetts)  had  intended  to  present  some  objectioos 
to  the  bill  DOW  before  the  House.  .  As  that  geQil6 
man  (said  he)  is  absent,  I  feel  it  my  dutj  to  stale 
such  objections  as  exist  la  my  own  mind.  Id  or< 
der  to  be  understood,  I  will  briefly  relate  some  he- 
torical  facts  that  have  a  bearing  on  the  subject.  As 
early  as  1811  Congress,  by  secret  resoloiioQ,  ao- 
thorized  the  President  to  take  possession  of  the 
Floridas,  "in  case  an  arrangement  could  be  Da4e 
with  the  local  aathorities  of  the  provinces  for  d^ 
livenog  possession  of  the  same,  or  aoy  part  theieof, 
to  the  United  Stales."  By  virtue  of  this  act,  Ga. 
Matthews  invaded  East  Florida  in  the  year  181S. 
While  there,  the  men  under  his  command  commii- 
ted  all  those  depredations  which  too  cominoiilj  at- 
tend the  march  of  an  invading  army.  Thef  were 
not  restrained  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  oor  by 
those  of  necessity.  They  took  property  which  «e 
never  famish  for  onr  troops,  and  u>r  which,  when 
taken  from  oiir  citizens  by  ovr  officers  or  soidicn, 
we  grant  no  compensation.  Nor  did  thej  stop  here. 
They  went  further,  and  interfered  with  (he  per- 
sonal relations  of  the  people,  and  brought  away 
their  slaves.  What  disposition  was  maae  of  the 
slav^  does  not  appear.  1  fear  ther  were  not  re- 
stored to  liberty.  They  were  probably  held  in  scrri. 
tude  by  their  captors,  and  they^  or  their  descendants, 
are  most  likely  in  bondaee  in  that  Territorr  or 
some  neighboring  State.  In  1814  General  Jacbon 
invaded  the  Territory  of  West  Florida,  and  simi- 
lar depredations  were  committed  by  the  troops  no- 
de r  his  command.  In  1818  he  again  invaded  £l< 
Florida,  where  like  depredations  were  cominiued. 

In  1819  the  United  States,  by  her  then  Secrettry 
of  State.  John  Gtuincy  Adams,  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  hisCatholic  Majesty,  actingby  his  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary,  Don  Obis,  by  which  Florida 
was  ceded  lb  the  United  States. 

The  last  clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 

is  as  follows: 

'*  The  Uoitad  StatM  will  caiwe  nUaracUon  t«  be  made  l»i 
the  injuries,  if  B07,  whtch  by  process  of  Uwsball  be  vtibM- 
•d  tot)airetM«D  sufftred  Ijy  Um  Bpaaiih  oflksn,  sad  iheM- 
Tldual  Spaiiiah  inhabitants,  t>f  ike  lauopemiomofUisAflMn' 
can  army  in  Florida." 

In  1823,  Congress  passed  a  law  to  cariy  into  ef- 
fect this  clause  of  the  treaty.  At  this  time  aiJ  de- 
partments of  the  Qovemment  appear  to  hare  con- 
curred in  their  construction  of  this  provision  of  the 
treaty.  They  limited  it  to  the  operations  of  the 
American  army  in  1816,  under  General  Jachsoo, 
as  its  terms  plainly  import.  Bat  I  onderstand  dut 
all  payment  for  slaves  killed  or  Molen  either  by  the 
army,  or  by  ihe  followers  of  General  Jackwns 
camp,  was  refused  by  the  Treasury  DepartnwBi. 
The  people  of  Florida,  however,  were  not  satisfied 
with  this  limitation,  pariicuUrly  those  who  hadsaf- 
fered  under  the  invasion  by  General  Matthews. 
They  applied  for  indemnity  also  under  the  law,  "d 
their  claims  were  rejected.  They  then  applied  to 
Congress  for  relief;  and  in  1834,  another  law  wis 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  extending  indemoltf  to 
those  who  suffered  lasses  by  the  opcraUons  of  ibc 
army  under  General  Matthews  in  1819  and  in  wis. 

This  was  ao  act  entirely  eratuitons.  The  lose 
oocaiiDned  by  the  army  under  Oeaeial  Mauhevs 


JWl.  1840. 


APPENDIX  TO    THE  C0NGRBS8I0NAL  GLOBE. 


81 


--     !-■    -^ 


STtB  Coil6**««dD  8K8S. 


West  Florida  Bill^Mr.  Giddings. 


H*  of  Rept* 


had  not  been  embraced  tn  the  treaty;  and  Congress 
•  went  altogether  beyond  onr  stipalations  with  Spain, 
io  passing  the  law  of  1834. 

Under  this  law,  as  well  as  that  of  18^,  all  kinds 
of  property  were  paid  for,  bot  no  payments  were 
made,  as  I  anderstanH,  for  persons  who  had  been 
either  killed  or  stolen,  up  to  the  year  1838,  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  found  himself  so  strong- 
Ir  beset  by  slaveholders^  who  claimed  to  have  lost 
slaves  during  the  campaigns  in  East  Florida  under 
General  Matthews  and  General  Jackson,  that  he 
Teferred  the  subject  to  the  then  Attorney  General, 
Felix  Grundy,  who  seems  to  have  arrived  at  the 
very  satisfactory  conclusion  that  men  were  prop- 
erty, (vide  opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  vol. 
6,  Ex.  Doc.  3d  session  26th  Congress.)    He  seems 
not  only  to  have  considered  men  as  property,  but  he 
appears  to  have  Apposed  that  stealing  them  consti- 
tuted a  part  of  the  operations  of  our  armies  in  Flor- 
ida. This  learned  opinion  was  deemed  satisfactory, 
and  the  doors  of  our  treasury  were  thrown  open  to 
the  slaveholders,  and  the  money  acquired  by  the 
toil  of  Northern  freeinen  was  handed  over  in  pay- 
xaent  for  the  bones  ana  sinews  of  their  fellow-men. 
.  This,  sir,  is  the  history;  and  we  are  now  asked  "* 
to  take  another  step,  and  pay  for  the  losses  sus- 
tained in  West  Florida  by  reason  of  the  invasion  of 
General  Jackson  in  1614.    We  are,  by  this  bill,  not 

•  only  asked  to  pay  for  all  properly  used,  taken,  and 

•  destroyed  by  his  army,  and  by- the  followers  of  his 
camp;  but  we  are  asked  to  pay  for  the  slaves  killed 
and  stolen  by  his  army,  and  those  who  followed  it. 

The  House  will  l>ear  in  mind  that  the  Govern- 
ment holds  itself  ;'esponsible  only  for  the  authorized 
acts  of  its  agenls.  The  commander  of  an  army 
may  impress  provisions  for  its  support^  if  they  are 
not  furnished  by  the  Government;  or  he  may  im- 
press teams  to  transport  his  baggage  and  arms 
when  they  are  not  otherwise  provided.  But  he 
cannot  go  beyond  that,  and  take  property  not  al- 
lowed to  an  army  by  the  laws  of  the  country.  If 
he  take  my  iamily  pictures,  or  any  other  articles 
which  we  do  not  ordinarily  provide  for  our  armies, 
it  is  a  trespass,  for  which  he  aUme  is  liable.  As  be- 
fore remarked,  I  understand  that  property  of  every 
description  was  paid  for  under  these  acts  of  Con- 
gress, whether  it  was  taken  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  or  by  the  followers  of  the  camp;  or 
whether  it  whs  property  ordinarily  allowed  to  an 
army,  or  such  articles  as  we  never  furnish  to  our 
troops. 

This  ]^ractice  of  the  Government  with  our  own 
citizens  is  the  same  as  in  private  life.  If  onr  agent 
keep  within  the  bcpunds  of  his  authority,  w^  hold 
ourselves  responsible  for  his  acts;  if  he  transcend 
his  authority,  we  are  not  bound.  Now,  if  the  House 
\  desire  to  go  further  than  we  have  been  accustomed 
to  go  with  our  own  citizens,  and  grant  to  the  people 
of  Florida  indemnity  for  all  acts  committed  by  our 
army,  or  by  those  who  followed  the  camp  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  upon  property  which  they  were  au- 
thorized to  take,  or  upon  that  which  they  had  no 
authority  to  take,  I  shall  not  object.  It  is  to  that 
feature  in  the  bill  which  seeks  to  grant  to  the  peo- 
ple of  West  Florida  indemnity  for  the  slaves  stolen 
by  the  army,  and  by  the  followers  of  thek.army,  un- 
der General  Jackson  in  1814,  to  which  I  object.  I 
oppose  this  provision  of  the  bill,  for  the  reason  that 
it  seeks  to  overturn  the  entire  practice  of  Congress 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  is  in  palpable  violation  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  free  States.  It  is,  there- 
fore, an  unyielding  sense  of  duty  that  constrains  me 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill— a  bill  which  is  to 
take  from  the  pockets  of  my  constituents,  and  of  the 
people  of  the  tree  States,  tneir  money,  and  apply  it 
m  payment  for  human  flesh.  I  do  it  from  no  wish 
to  stir  up  strife,  by  agitating  what  is  generally 
called  "the  delicate  Question;"  but  I  do  it  in  defence 
of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
free  States.    I  deem  the  subject  of  paramount  im- 

gartance  to  the  nation,  and  particularly  to  those 
tates. 

I  have  had  no  agency  in  bringing  forward  this 
Mil.  That  has  been  done  by  others.  Its  passage  is 
urged  upon,  us;  and  we  must  silently  permit  it  to 
become  a  law;  or  we  must  array  ourselves  in  oppo- 
sition to  its  further  progress.  Gentlemen  from  the 
free  States  must  select  the  position  which  they  de- 
sire to  occupy.  They  must,  by  their  votes,  aid  in 
taking  money  from  the  pockets  of  their  constituents, 
and  lumding  it  over  to  those  who  claim  the  bodies, 
the  flesh  and  blood  of  their  fellow-men,  as  ;?r0per^y; 
or  they  most  stand  forth  in  .defence  of  the  interests 
and  the  honor  of  the  Northern  States,  and  .of 
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the  Federal  Constitution.  I  will  remark,  further, 
that  these  questions  of  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  people  of  the  several  States  in  regard  to  slavery, 
are  pressing  upon  us  from  so  many  directions,  that 
their  discussion  cannot  much  longer  be  delayed. 
The  number  of  bills  now  upon  our  calendar,  which 
involve  those  questions,  forbids  all  hopes  of  suppress- 
ing the  agitation  of  this  matter.  Again:  if  we  look 
for  a  moment  to  the  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
\  and  mark  the  feeling  that  exists  both  at  the  North 
and  at  the  South,  the  intensity  of  which  is  increas- 
ing daily,  from  conflicting  interests  and  collisions 
of  supposed  rights,  we  must  conclude  that  every 
dictate  of  patriotism  impels  us  to  the  speedy  adjust- 
ment of  these  difficulties.  This  feeling  is  constantly 
gathering  strength  throughout  our  country;  and 
every  delay  will  add  to  its  already  accumulated 
force,  and  will  increase  the  difficulties  of  allaying 
it.  I  therefore  deem  the  present  time  the  most  fa- 
vorable for  adjusting  iho&e  difficulties,  from  which 
we  have  so  long  shrunk  with  a  tremulous  delicacy. 
,  if,  however,  we  have  not  the  moral  courage  to  meet 
'  those  important  questions  in  this  hall,  and  to  decide 
upon  them  as  statesmen  and  patriots,  it  requires  no 
inspiration  to  foresee  that  the  people  will  assume  to 
themselves  the  responsibility  which  they  have  as- 
signed to  us.  1  shall  not  presume  to  predict  the 
manner  of  the  adjudication,  nor  when  that  event 
shall  take  place. 

Sir,  if  we  pass  this  bill,  shall  we  not  add  to  the 
feelings  of  the  North,  which  have  already  reached 
a  point  where  the^  cannot  be  trifled  with?  I  ask 
gentlemen  of  the  North  whether  they  are  prepared 
to  take  the  money  of  their  constituents  and  pay  for 
slaves  killed  by  toe  army  of  General  Jackson,  or 
stolen  by  the  followers  of  his  campi  Are  gentle- 
men of  either  political  party,  from  the  free  States, 
prepared  to  thrust  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of 
their  constituents,  for  money  to  hand  over  to  the 
slaveholders  of  Florida  as  a  compensation  for 
slavesi  If,  sir,  we  are  prepared  to  do  this,  let  us  d& 
it  openly  and  fearlessly;  let  us  place  ourselves  be- 
fore the  world;  in  that  altitude,  let  there  be  no  dodg- 
ing or  skulking;  let  us  say  by  our  acts  that  we  think 
.  our  constituents  tirill  submit  to  it;  that  they  have 
not  the  spirit  to  resist,  nor  the  independence  to  op- 
pose^ sucn  violations  of  their  rights; — let  this  be  made 
the  issue,  and  the  result  will  not  be  doubtful.  I^ 
all  sincerity,  I  ask  Southern  gentlemen  if  they  be- 
lieve we  can  compel  the  sturdy  sons  of  liberty  at 
the  North,  whose  rathers  and  brothers  fell  in  the 
late  war,  and  who  were  thrown  pennyless  upon 
the  world,  to  contribute  a  portion  of  their  property, 
acquired  by  toil,  to  pay  the  slaveholders  of  Florida 
for  negroes  enticed  away  by  the  followers  of  Gen. 
Jackson's  campl  If  we  pass  this  bill  in  its  present 
form,  we  shall  adopt  a  new  principle  into  our  le- 
gislation—one that  has  not  heretofore  been  known 
in  an  American  Coi\gress— one  that,  up  to  this  day, 
has  been  denied  and  repudiated  by  this  House.  I 
trust  that  gentlemen  will  notice  this  important  fact, 
and  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  say,  by  their  vote 
upon  the  passage  of  this  bill,  whether  they  are  will- 
ing to  overturn  the  principles  which  have  guided 
our  national  legislation  for  more  than  halfa  cen- 
tury. I  am  not  prepared  to  go  into  a  minute  ex- 
amination of  all  claims  for  slaves  that  have  been 
presented  to  Congress  since  the  adoption  of  our 
Constitution.  The  leading  cases  were  ably  exam- 
ined by  my  highly  respected  predecessor,  the  Hon. 
E.  Whittlesey,  in  a  report  wnich  he,  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made  to  this  House  in 
1830,  (vide  3d  vol.  Reports,  1st  session  21st  Con- 
gress.  No.  401.)  I  will  send  this  report  to  the 
Clerk's  table,  with  a  request  that  he  will  read  it  to 
the  House.  [The  Clerk  here  read  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  upon  the  memorial  of 
Francis  Larch.  When  the  reading  was  closed, 
Mr.  GiDDiNos  resumed.] 

The  case  presented  by  this  refjort  is  one  of  the 
very  strongest  character.  Francis  Larch  owned  a 
slave,  which  he  held  as  property  under  the  laws  of 
Louisiana.  This  slave,  while  driving  a  horse  and 
cart  belonging  to  his  master,  was,  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans,  impressed,  with  the  horse 
and  cart,  into  the  public  service,  by  order  of  the 
commanding  officer.  During  the  battle,  the  slave 
and  horse  were  killed,  and  the  cart  destroyed  by 
cannon  shot.  Mr.  Larch  applied  to  Congress  for 
compensation.  The  Committee  of  Claims,  com- 
posed of  members  both  from  the  slave  and  the  free 
States,  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of  paying 
for  the  horse  and  cart,  and  against  any  compensa- 
tion for  the  slave.  They  came  to  this  ccmclaflion 
after  learning,  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 


that  slaves  had  never  been  paid  for  by  the  Federal 
Government  during  the  revolutionary  war,  nor 
since  that  period;  and  after  a  careful  ezaminatkit 
of  the  action  of  the  House  npon  this  qpestioa 
whenever  it  had  come  before  them.  I  commend 
to  the  notice  of  gentlemen  the  action  of  this  Home 
in  1816,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  grant  in- 
demnity for  slaves  killed  in  the  public  service. 
This  attempt  was  opposed  by  several  Sonthem 
members,  among  whom  was  M  r.  McCoy  of  Vir- 
ginia; and  such  was  the  force  of  reasoning  brought 
to  bear  against  the  application,  that  only  forty 
members  voted  for  it  We  have  the  authority  of 
this  report,  made  by  Mr.  Whittlesey,  that,  up  to 
the  year  1830,  no  payment  for  slaves  killed  in  the 

Sublic  service,  or  otherwise  lost  to  their  owners, 
ad  ever  been  authorized  by  Congress.  I  have 
carefully  examined  the  proceedinss  of  this  body 
since  the  date  of  this  report,  and  so  have  other 
gentlemen;  but  we  have  found  no  instance  in 
which  Congress  has  acknowledged  any  obligation 
resting  upon  the  United  States  to  pay  for  slaves. 
On  the  contrary,  die  records  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  show  conclusively  that,  np  to  the  present 
Congress,  that  committee,  from  1794,  (the  date  of 
its  earliest  record,^)  has  rejected  every  claim  pre* 
sented  to  them  for  compensation  on  account  of 
slaves  lost  in  the  public  service,  whether  they 
had  been  impressed  into  the  service,  or  had  en- 
tered it  by  consent  of  their  roasters.  I  therefore 
say,  without  hesitation,  that,  from  the  meeting  of 
the  first  Congress,  in  3789,  up  to  this  day,  the  prac- 
tice of  Congress  on  this  subject  has  been  aniibrin. 
All  .applications  for  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  slaves 
have  been  rejected,  without  exception;  and  lappeal 
to  gentlemen  to  maintain  inviolate  this  usage, 
which,  by  universal  consent,  has  now  become  law 
with  us.  Lay  not  violent  hands  npon  a  mle  thus 
sanctioned  by  the  wisdom  of  our  predecessors  for 
more  than  fifty  years. 

The  report  which  has  been  read  speaks  of  it  as 
"a  delicate  question,"  and  of  adding  to  the  excite* 
meat  already  existing.'*  The  committee,  like  other 
members,  were  in  the  habit  of  approaching  this  sub- 
ject with  a  kind  of  horror  which  their  imagina- 
tions seem  to  have  thrown  around  i{.  •  They  aroear 
to  have  been  unwilling  to  examine  in  oetailthe 
principles  on  which  they  based  their  report;  bat  the 
preceoents  were  established  by  those  who  assisted  in 
framing  the  Constitution.  Their  examples  have 
been  approved  and  followed  down  to  this  day,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  should  not  now  be  departed  from. 
Those  sages  and  patriots  who  framed,the  Constitu- 
tion must  have  understood  their  own  intentions  in 
framing  it;  and,  being  guided  by  the  most  pure  love 
of  country,  while  subsequently  serving  in  this  hall, 
their  decisions  on  this  point  are  certainly  entitled  to 
great  weight. 

But,  overwhelming  as  the  authority  of  these  pre- 
cedents is,  and  conclusive  as  the  former  practice  of 
this  House  would  seem  to  be,  there  are  other  and 
far  stronger  arguments  to  be  drawn  from  the  Con- 
stitution itself.  But,  before  entering  upon  this  part 
of  the  argument,  I  propose  to  examine  briefly  the 
maxim  which  prevails  so  generallyin  the  slave 
States,  that  ''slaves  are  moperty^  This  saying  is 
frequently  made  by  gentlemen  from  the  South,  and 
is  sometimes  repeated  by  those  of  the  North.  The 
constitution  of  Ohio  declares  that  *'man  is  created 
free,  and  is  endowed  by  his  Creator  with  a  right  to 
the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and 
thepursuit  of  nappiness." 

This  constitution  my  colleagues  and  myself  have 
often  sworn  to  support.  How,  then,  we  can  call 
man  properly,  ana  say  that,  as  such,  he  belongs  to 
his  fellow-man,  is  a  noatter  which  I  cannot  readilr 
comprehend.  But  it  is  said  that  Kentucky,  and  aU 
the  other  slave  States,  by  their  laws,  have  declared 
a  portion  of  their  people  to  be  the  property  of  the 
others.  Here  is  the  conflict  between  the  laws  of 
Kentucky  and  Ohio.  They  are  at  variance  with 
each  other,  and  cannot  be  reconciled.  Yet,  sir,  as  I 
prefer  the  doctrine  of  onr  constitution,  I  may  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  liberty  while  I  remain  in  that  State. 
If  I  prefer  the  slavery  of  Kentucky,  1  may  go  to  that 
State,  and  participate  in  ite  privileges,  aniTlive  un- 
der her  laws.  Wnile,  then,  the  people  of  Ohio  can- 
not demand  of  me  the  adoption  of  their  political 
faith— that  man  is  endowed  by  his  Creator  with  the 
right  to  enjoy  his  life  and  his  liberty— neither  can 
the  people  of  Kentucky  force  upon  roe,  while  a 
citizen  of  Ohio,  £he  doctrine  that  man  can  hold 
property  ii»  man.  These  laws  of  Kentucky  are  in 
force  within  her  territory,  but  not  in  Ohio.  Th« 
laws  of  Ohio  are  in  (brc«  within  that  State  ^* 
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Mve  no  validtty  in  Kentacky.  But  it  is  said  that 
w«.are  boond  to  consider  slaves  as  prq)erty,  be- 
canse  th»  law  of  the  slave  States  has  declared  them 
anch.  If  that  be  the  case,  then  are  the  people  of  the 
slaye  States  bonnd  to  consider  man  free,  because 
the  p^rampont  law  of  Ohio  has  declared  him  so. 
3ir,  ooif  law  Is  as  binding  upon  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky, as  the  laws  of  that  State  are  upon  the  people 
of  Ohio.  We  acknowledge  no  superiority  in  our 
sister  State,  nor  do  we  claim  any  for  our  own. 
We  stand  upon  the  same  level^  enjoying  equal 
rights,  and  maintaining  an  equal  independence.  If 
she  can  demand  of  us  a  portion  of  our  substance  to 
pay  her  people  for  the  loss  of  slaves,  may  we  not  de- 
mand ot  her  citizens  a  portion  of  their  wealth  to 
compensate  our  people  lor  the  loss  of  our  sons',  our 
brothers,  our  husbands,  and  fathers,  killed  in  de- 
fending her  citizens  (perhaps  her  slaves)  against  a 
foreign  enemy't  Is  the  slave  more  valuable  than  a 
freeman')  Or  is  the  loss  of  a  slave  of  more  import- 
ance to  the  country  than  that  of  a  freeman?  Has 
the  nation  a  deeper  interest  in  the  lives  of  slaves,  than 
it  has  in  those  of  freemeni 

That  difference  in  the  laws  of  the  several  States 
existed  at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution.  Had 
the  framers  ol  that  instrument  intended  to  have 
overturned  the  doctrine  of  the  free  States,  and  of 
ifae^ivillzed  world,  in  this  respect,  they  would  have 
been  likely  to  leave  some  evidence  or  that  fact  in 
the  Constitution  itself,  or  in  the  debates  of  the  con- 
vention that  framed  it.  The  distinction  between 
persoTu  ttnd  property  was  drawn  by  the  hand  of 
Qod  himselq  at  the  creation.  That  distinction 
cannot  be  obliterated  by  man.  '*The  human  form 
divine"  is  distinct  from  all  other  earthly  beings  and 
things.  This  distinction  was  sanctioned  and  estab- 
lished when  the  voice  of  the  Almighty  proclaimed 
(o  man,  **Hdtfe  d&minum  over  the  Juh  of  the  sea^ 
and  over  the  fowls  of  the  air^  and  overthe  cattle^  and 
over  all  <Atf  earih,  and  over  every  creeping  thing  that 
creepeth  npon  the  earth.!'' 

"This,"  says  Sir  William  Blackstone,  "was  the 
origin  of  property."  It  is  founded  upon  the  com- 
mand of  tieaven,  and  is  totally  unconuected  with 
the  laws  of  our  slave  States.  This  marked  dis- 
tinction between  persons  and  property  has  been  ob- 
served by  jurists,  statesmen,  and  writers,  f^om  the 
'  earliest  antiquity  to  the  present  day.  In  1776,  the 
Congress  of  these  colonies  declared  "that  all  mefi* 
are  created  equal."  The  members  of  the  conven- 
tion that  framed  the  Constitution  were  profoundly 
raid  in  naincal  and  municipal  law,  and  well  under- 
stood this  fuDdamental  distinction.  Mr.  Madison, 
who  Is  styled  "the  father  of  the  Constitution,"  has 
left  on  record  his  opinion,  as  expressed  in  the  con- 
vention. He  declared  it  "wrong  to  admit  slaves 
to  be  property."  We  have  no  intimation  that  an 
individual  in  the  convention  differed  from  him. 
On  this  point,  so  far  as  our  information  extends, 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion.  On  the  con- 
trary, We  have  conclusive  evidence  that  the  dis- 
tinction between  persons  and  property  was  kept  up 
l)y  the  language  of  the  Constitution  itself.  In  ev- 
ery instance  where  that  instrument  refers  to  the  un- 
fortunate class  of  people  called  slaves,  they  are 
■characterized  as  persons.  Thus,  in  fixing  the  ra- 
tio of  representlition,  in  the  2d  section  of  the  1st  ar- 
ticle, they  are  denominated  persons.  When  it 
giwits  to  Congress  power  to  suppress  the  slave- 
trade,  in  section  9,  article  1,  it  characterizes  them 
as  persons.  In  section  2,  article  4,  in  providing  for 
the  recapture  of  furtive  slaves,  they  are  again 
atyled  persons.  But  m  no  instance  are  they  alluded 
to  as  property. 

It  would  really  seem  as  though  these  facts  could 
leave  no  room  for  cavil  as  to  the  light  in  which 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  regards  them. 
If  the  opinion  of  the.Sopreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates  could  make 'this  question  more  clear,  I 
might  cite  the  decision  of  Groves  v$.  Slaughter,  re- 
ported in  15th  Peters,  in  which  this  point  came  be- 
lore  the  court,  and  it  was  said  by  Justice  McLean 
that,  although  slaves  may,  by  the  laws  of  particular 
States,  be  declared  property,  "yet  the  Federal  Con- 
stitmion  regards  them  only  as  persons."  But,  in 
4ny  opinion,  the  language  of  the  Constitution  is 
conclusive,  and  cannot  be  made  more  apparent  by 
argument.  In  some  of  the  States,  slaves  are  declar- 
ed property.  But  the  question  now  before  us  is. 
Do  these  laws  overrule  the  laws  of  other  Statesi 
and  do  they  supersede  the  Federal  Constitutioni 
The  constitutions  of  the  free  States,  that  of  the  Fed- 
eral Qovemment,  the  opinions  of  the  civilized 
world,  the  hand  of  nature,  and  the  voice  of  Ood, 
Mve  distinguished  persons  from  property^  and  it  is 


now  too  late  for  a  particular  State  to  overturn  these 
authorities,  and  force  upon  us  the  new  principle 
thai  man  is  property,  or  that  property  is  man.  It 
cannot  be  done.  My  friend  in  front  of  me  [Mr. 
Howard]  says  it  cannot  be  done  short  of  a  "bill  of 
sale  from  the  Almighty."  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  should 
such  an  instrument  be  produced,  I  would  at  once 
deny  its  authenticity. 

[Mr.  HoLtfES  of  S.  C.  called  Mr.  GmmMos  to  or- 
der for  sacrilege. 

The  Speaker  pro  tem,  (Mr.  McKennan)  decided 
that  Mr.  GhnniNQswas  not  out  of  order,  and  desired 
him  to  proceed] 

Mr.  GiDDiNQs  resumed.  I  regret.  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  any  gentleman  should  permit  nis  feelmgs  to 
become  excited  at  what  I  was  saying.  I  hope  to 
control  my  own  feeling,  let  others  do  as  they  may. 
1  have  said  what  I  desired  to  say  upon  the  subject 
of  man  holding  man  as  property.  There  is,  how- 
ever, another  view  of  the  question  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  It  is  this:  that 
we  do  not  possess  the  constitutional  right  to  involve 
the  people  of  the  free  States  in  the  expense,  the 
disgrace,  or  the  guilt  of  slavenr.  With  them,  it  is 
a  matter  of  principle  and  or  conscience.  They 
will  not  consent  to  oe  involved  in  slavery,  unless 
they  are  constitutionally  liable  to  be  made  partici- 
pators in  that  institution. 

I  denv  thai  they  are  thus  liable.  I  lay  it  down  as 
a  principle  well  established— one  that  is  not  to  be 
den  ied  or  doubted — that,  by  our  Federal  Constitution , 
no  power  was  delegated  to  Congress  to  involve  the 
people  of  the  free  States  in  the  expense,  the  guilt, 
or  tne  disgrace  of  that  institution.  I  have  on  a 
former  occasion  stated  some  of  my  views  upon  this 
point;  but  I  trust  the  House  will  bear  with  me, 
if,  upon  th«  present  occasion,  I  again  refer  to  the 
doctrine  which  I  trust  will  at  no  distant  day  be  ac- 
knowledged as  a  fundamental  principle  of  this 
(jk)vernment.  In  order  to  be  understood,  I  wiH  re- 
fer to  the  situation  of  the  several  States  prior  lo  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.  At  that  period,  each 
State  exercised  supreme  and  qpUmited  power  over 
the  institution  of  slavery  within  its  own  limits. 
Each  possessed  the  power  to  continue  or  abolish  it 
without  interference  or  interruption  from  any  other 
power  on  earth.  Virginia  held  her  slaves  subject 
only  to  the  laws  of  that  State.  Massachusetts  en- 
joyed her  freedom  in  the  same  unlimited  and  su- 
preme degree.  Virginia  could  not  call  upon  Mas- 
sachusetts to  share  with  her  any  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense, the  disgrace,  or  the  guilt  of  slavery.  Nor 
could  Congress,  under  the  old  Confederation,  in- 
volve Massachusetts,  to  any  extent  whatever,  in  that 
institution.  If  the  slaves  of  Virginia  were  killed 
or  lost,  or  ran  away  from  their  masters,  her  people 
sustained  the  loss,  if  any;  nor  could  they  throw  any 
part  of  it  upon  the  people  of  Massachusetts.  The 
people  of  the  latter  State  enjoyed  their  freedom, 
entirely  exempt  from  the  restrictions  of  slavery. 
Her  people  were  not  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
contrmuie  Iheir  funds  to  pay  for  the  bones  and 
sinews  of  their  fellow-men,  in  violation  of  their 
moral  principles. 

At  the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  the  people 
of  each  State  entertained  their  own  views  concern- 
ing slavery.  The  North  were  opposed  to  that  in- 
stitution. The  South  deemed  it  necessary  for  their 
prosperity.  The  same  conflicting  views  ieuid  in- 
terests existed  at  that  period,  th&t  exist  at  this 
day.  The  Northern  States  were  anxious  for  the 
abolition  of  slavenr.  The  Southern  States  re- 
fused to  adopt  the  Constitution,  if,  by  so  doing,  the 
Federal  Government  were  to  have  any  power  over 
it.  Virginia  would  not  intrust  her  slavery  to  the 
control  of  the  Federal  Government,  nor  would 
Massachusetts  intrust  the  liberty  of  her  people  to 
that  power. 

On  the  subject  of  slavery,  each  State,  therefore, 
retained  to  itself  its  whole  powers  concerning  that 
institution — delegating  no  portion  of  those  powers 
to  the  Federal  Government,  except  the  power  to 
legislate  so  far  as  to  enable  the  ovmers  of  fugitive 
slaves  to  recapture  them.  This  power  was  express- 
ly given  in  the  Constitution:  ancl  its  existence  there 
is  as  strong  a  negative  of  the' existence  of  all  other 
powers,  as  could  have  been  expressed  by  any  lan- 

§uage  whatever.  It  therefore  follows,  that  at  this 
ay  we  have  no  more  power  to  apply  the  public 
funds  to  pay  for  slaves,  than  Congress  possessed 
under  the  old  articles  of  Confederation.  We  have 
no  more  power  to  take  a  slave  from  his  master  now, 
than  the  old  Ccxigress  had.    The  citizens  of  Vir- 

S' nil  at  this  day  holds  his  slave  as  independent  of 
e  Federal  Goyemment  as  he  did  prior  to  the 


adoption  of  our  Constitution.    We,  sir,  poKeano 
more  constitutional  power  to  separate  thciaiato 
and  slave  in  Virginia,  than  we  do  to  sever  ibaiiidil 
tion  between  persons  in  India.   Nor  have  we  anr 
more  constitutional  right  to  involve  tbepeopleof  tSe 
free  States  in  the  expense  of  slavery,  or  in  tb« 
moral  guilt  of  paying  a  slaveholder  for  loosiav  ^ 
grasp  upon  his  fellow-man,  than  we  luiTeiotake 
money  from  the  people  of  Great  Britain  for  that 
object.     Sir,  we  should  violate  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  Canada  in  no  greater  degree,  if  ve  were 
to  compel  them  to  aid  in  the  payment  for  lost  siav^ 
than  we  shall  those  of  the  free  States,  if  ve  co&! 
pel  them  to  contribute  for  the  same  purpose.  Sir 
the  right  of  enjoying  our  personal  liberty,  and  tJi 
right  of  continuing  slavery,  were  State  interests 
which  were  nevet  brought  into  the  political  c(W 
nership.    They  constitute  no  portion  of  oorjdat 
capital;  nor  can  they  be  reached  by  the  acts  of  onr 
political  firm.    We,  acting  for  the  joint  interests  of 
all  the  States,  cannot  interfere  with  either  lheslaT^ 
ry  ot  the  South  or  the  liberty  of  the  Nonh.  The 
power  to  do  this  has  never  been  delegated  to  ns.  lis 
exercise  would  be  a  usurpation— a  palpal^  viola. 
tion  of  the  Constitution's  subversion  of  the  riehts 
of  the  people  upon  whom  it  is  exercised.  live 
have  power  to  involve  the  people  of  the  free  Stales 
in  the  payment  of  slaves  to  any  extent,  veharc 
the  right  to  exert  precisely  the  same  power,  and tothe 
same  extent,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the^Te 
States.    Establish  the  principle  that  we  can  involfe 
the  people  of  the  free  States  in  the  payment  of 
slaves,  and  it  will  follow  that  we  have  jorisdietifla 
over  slavery.    If  we  have  power  to  make  the  free 
States  pay  for  slaves,  we  have  power  to  say  they 
shall  not  be  paid  for.    If  we  may  interfere  to  any 
extent,  we  may  to  all  extent.    If  we  have  jQrisdi^ 
tion  over  that  institution,  let  us  at  once  exercise  it 
as  becomes  a  nation  professing  freedom.   I  am 
ready  to  take  jurisdiction  of  it  whenever  I  eansat* 
isfyjnyself  that  we  can  constitutionally  do  so. 

When  we  once  commence  legislation  in  regard 
to  slavery,  1  hope  and  trust  we  shall  speak  of  "nat- 
ural rights,''  of  "human  liberty,"and  of  the  crime 
of  holding  our  fellow-men  in  bondage.  When  we 
talk  of  slavery,  I  trust  it  will  be  to  execrate  it,  to 
abolish  it,  and  not  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  en- 
couraging its  continuance  at  the  expense  of  this 
Government  and  of  the  free  States,  or  in  any  other 

manner. 

I  move  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  iostroctions  to 
the  committee  which  reported  it,  to  insert  anioviao 
that  nothing  contained  in  it  shall  authorize  the  uy- 
ment  for  any  slave  killed,  taken,  or  carried  offby 
the  American  army,  or  any  person  belonging  there- 
to, or  accompanying  the  same. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  MERIWETHER, 

OF  GEORGIA, 
/it  ihe  Bouse  of  Representatives^  Jan^ufy  4, 1843- 

On  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  lav. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  that  he  conctined 
fully  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Bowne,]  that  there  would  be  no  xtM 
of  the  iMinkropt  law  at  the  present  session.  Be 
had  no  doubt  tnat  many  of  those  who  professed  to 
oppose  the  law,  were  at  heart  its  friends;  and  that 
such  would  vote  for  all  motions  for  comtniv. 
ment,  for  all  instructions,  to  waste  time  and  d^ 
feat  action.  They  were  opposed  to  repeal;  bai,to 
save  appearances,  were  compelled  to  make  a  show 
of  resistance  to  the  law.  The  measure  had  been 
made  a  theme  for  party  declamation  throngnoot 
the  Union.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find,  in  the 
vocabulary  of  epithets,  one  which  had  not  been  ex- 
hausted upon  both  the  measure  and  its  advocates; 
and  now,  after  it  had  been  made  the  stepping-stone 
to  power,  it  would  be  too  impudent  for  those  wiw 
had  so  used  it,  at  once  to  vote  against  the  repeal: 
hence  they  have  sought  its  defeat  by  itidirect  at- 
tacks, and  will,  no  doubt,  succeed  in  their  pnipose. 
The  whole  country  had  been  aroased  ag^  ffl« 
law;  its  provisions  had  been  declared  to  «  nun- 
ous,  dishonest,  villanous :  and  yet  those  wry  pro- 
visions,  thus  condemned,  had,  every  one  of  Uiea^ 
time  and  again,  been  commended  lo  the  pcowe,Bf 
the  votes  oi  the  leading  members  of  the  vtm- 
cratic  party  in  the  Senate.  All  this  the  coMtry 
had  neglected  to  look  atj  and  the  advocates  of  me 
law  had  not  had  time  to  catch  the  first  calm,  m  tw 
storm  which  had  swept  over  them,  to  demooaiaa 
it.  The  lawHnst  as  it  is,  without  ditfif«  fj 
i.yUable,  word,  or  santence-is  accepttbic,  ao  dow, 
to  the  m^ority  of  the  Dwnocratic  partyj  butu»y 
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7%c  Bankrupt  Laiv-^Mr.  Meriwefher, 


H.  of  R«i» 


hatre  told  tbe  people  different!);,  and  must  now  act 
with  some  show  of  sincerity.    But  I  predict  this 
repeal  bill  will  be  strangled  just  where  it  is;  and, 
Hcxi  session,  the  Democratic  party,  haying;  the 
power,  will  complain  of  their  inability  to  correct 
all  of  "Whig  misrule,"  and  leave  the  bankrupt 
law  still  in  full  operation.    The  facts  just  stated 
by  the  gentleman  show  that  I  am  noi  very  far 
wrong  in  my  stispicions.  .  He  tells  us  thai  he  vo-' 
ted  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  originally;  that 
there  is  not  a  man  in  his  district,  save  one,  who 
does  support  it;  that  that  one  is  an  *'open  and  avowed 
sopporter"  of  the  law;  that  the  people  demand  the 
repeal,  and,  to  insure  it,  have  left  him  ^Mr.  Bowme] 
at  home,  and  elected  in  his  stead  this  very  same 
*  "open  and  avowed  supporter"  of  the  present  law. 
This  fact  shows  that  the  excitement  in  the  gentle- 
man's district  was  not  very  alarming,   however 
unanimous  it  may  have  been.    And  it  shows,  f>ar- 
ther,  that  the  gentleman  may  have  mistaken  public 
seoiimeni;  and,  in  order  to  get  into  the  current 
again,  and  to  keep  up  appearances,  it  may  be  that 
his  speech  was  intended  to  do  what  he  censured  in 
others  so  much — to  stave  off  the  question  of  re- 
peal !    That  strange  speech  had  an  "awful  squint* 
ing"  that  way. 

This  fact  shows,  furthermore,  what  confidence  is 
lobe  placed  in  the  complaints  of  the  Democratic 
party  against  their  opponents  and  their  acts.    No 
exception  to  the  acts  oi  the  Whig  party  was  more 
prejudicial   to  them  than  that  founded  upon  the 
.tankrupt  law.    It   was  daily   denounced   as  the 
means  of  destroying  all  confidence  in  society,  and 
bringing  bankruptcy  and  ruin   upon  the   whole 
country.    It  was  denounced  as  a  system  of  rob- 
bery, and  a  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
These  charges  have  been  believed;  and  the  coun- 
try hafi,  by  its  vote,  evicted  from  power  and  place 
the  party  who  held  control  when  the  law  was 
passed.    The  gentleman  was  no  silent  spectator  in 
the  great  struggle.    He  denounced  the  law;  his 
constituents  agreed  with  him,  all  but  one  man;  and 
now,   when  the  battle  has  been  won,   when   the 
weapon  of  assault  is  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of 
the  viciimy    when   victory  is   certain, — that  very 
constituency    hurl  from  their  affections  the  man 
who  had  faithfully  sustained  their  views,  and  have 
elected  in  hLs  place  one  who  had  opposed  him  and 
hem.  upon  this  very  qnestion.     For  the  party's 
sake,  they   joined  in  the  denunciation;  and  now, 
for  their  owa  sakes,  they  have  elected  a  Represent- 
ative who   could,  without  change,  subserve  their 
views.     They  opposed  a  principle  to  get  into  pow- 
er, and  when  in  power,  they  sustain  it,  to  keep 
there. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law.    He  stated  that  now,  as  it  was 
possible  he  should  not  again  touch  the  subject  under 
consideration  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  [laugh- 
ter,] he  should  follow  very  closely  the  example 
which  had  been  set  him.    He^oted  originally  for 
tbe  passage  of  the  bill.    He  was  not  satisfied,  at 
the  time,  as  to  the  wishes  of  his  oonstitnents  upon 
the  subject.     He  had  to  rely  upon  the  evidence  oe- 
fore  him,  in  the  shape  of  memorials  addressed  to 
this  House— »«ipon  private  letters  received  by  him- 
self and  others— upon  conversations  with  gentle- 
men who    were  at  the  seat  of  Qovemment,  from 
his  State,  at  the  extra  session.     From  all  these 
sources,  the   overpowering  evidence  was,  that  the 
people  of  his  State  desired  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  he  voted  for  it.    Before  the  law  went  into  ope- 
ration, however,  he  became  satisfied  that  the  sdme 
people  desired  its  repeal:  he  therefore  voted  in  ac- 
coroance  with  their  wi.shes.    Recently,  the  subject 
had  not  been  agitated;  but  he  had  seen  the  good 
efl!ects  of  the  law;  it  was  a  measure  of  justice,  sent 
in  mercy  to  a  whole  people,  groaning  beneath  the 
iron  roa  of  heartless  power,  and  struggling,  amidst 
the  deepest  and  most  gloomy  reverses  of  fortune, 
to  subsist  those  whom  nature  had  made  dependent 
Qpon  their  labor.    Then,  upon  his  own  responsi- 
buity,  he  should  vote  against  the  repeal.    Further, 
he  should  so  vote  upon  every  incidental  motion  as 
would  most  certainly  tend  to  defeat  that  repeal. 
And  if,  as  it  had  been  said,  it  was  an  object  of  great 
desire  to    the  Democratic  party  to  re^rve  to  a 
Democratic   Congress  the  honor  of  repealing  the 
law,  he  would,  by  his  votes,  help  to  give  them  an 
opportunity.     Then  we  should  see  whether  they 
would  repeal  the  law,  or  retain  it;  whether  they 
would  modify  it;  and  whether,  since  thev  have  de- 
clared it  to  be  unconstitutional,  they  would  attempt, 
by  their  legislation,  to  set  up  debts  which  they  now 
SMj  have  b^eii  OQconstitationaily  dischaj^ed.    Le( 


them  nave  a  fair  sweep;  and  let  us  see  how  far 
they  will  verify,  by  their  acts,  what  they  have  said 
to  the  people. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  been  very  much  amused  at 
the  confession  of  sins  which  was  now  going  on 
with  the  Democracy.  Whether  conscience  was 
pricking,  or  concealment  was  no  longer  necessary, 
ne  pretended  not  to  say.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Bowne]  had  said  that  he  was  an 
old  Federalist,  but  as  soon  as  he  judged  for  himself 
he  became  a  Democrat.  Mr.  M.  thought  it  was  no 
greateffbrtof  judgment  to  lead  a  votary  of  Fed- 
eralism to  Democracy:  the  dividing  line  between 
the  two  had  never  yet  been  defined.  The  gentle- 
man said  that  if  proscription  was  to  cut  ofif  or  repel 
a  man  from  the  Democratic  party  because  he  was 
a  Federalist,  many  who  were  now  in  their  ranks 
would  have  no  further  place  here.  This  was  a 
candid  and  a  true  confession;  and  if  a  political 
confessor  were  appointed,  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  divine  the  time  of  his  duration  in  office, 
if  he  but  listened  for  a  moment  fo  the  confession 
of  each  Democrat  who  had  the  same  sin  upon  his 
shoulders  which  the  gentleman  admitted  was  on 
his  own. 

Mr.  M.  had  sometimes  been  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  the  great  zeal  of  the  gentleman  [Mf.  Bowne]  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  of  Democracy.  If  he  is  a 
penitent  at  the  footstool  of  political  mercy^  and  if, 
Dy  shifiing  from  Federalism  to  Democracy,  he  has 
found' (or  thinks  he  has  found)  a  political  regen- 
erating grace,  it  may  be  that  to  the  maxim,  that 
*'new  converts  are  always  the  most  zealous,'*  is  to 
be  auributed  his  fiery  zeal.  But  Mr.  M.  had  like- 
wise heard  it  said,  that  the  most  ^'zealous  converts" 
were  not  always  the  most  radically  reformed.  The 
gentleman  might  still  be  under  a  delusion  as  to  his 
conversion,  and  as  to  the  probabilities  of  conver- 
sion at  all  for  one  who  occupies  his  place.  But, 
be  this  a^  it  may->  whet  her  the  gentleman  be  re- 
formed or  not — whether  it  be  in  fancy  or  in  fact- 
judging  of  the  past  by  the  present,  if  the  past  was 
as  bad  with  him,  proportionably,  as  the  present 
seems  to  be,  let  no  man  who  seeks  political  refor- 
mation ever  cease  from  the  struggle  to  acquire  it; 
for,  looking  upon  the  gentleman's  present  condi- 
tion as  improved,  1  feel  that,  in  the  most  perfect 
respect  to  nim,  I  may  say  to  others,  go  on — 

*'For  while  the  lamp  holds  out  to  burn, 
The  vilest  ainner  may  return.*' 

But,  turning  from  the  gentleman  and  his  faith,  I 
desire  to  say  something  of  the  auction  sale,  which 
is  the  subject  of  a  speculation.  My  friend  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Thompson]  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  article  offered  was  damaged,  and  there 
would  be  no  bidders.  I  thought  then,  and  yet 
think,  he  was  mistaken.  The  tning  is  damaged, 
bejond  doubt;  but  the  Democracv,  rather  than  be 
without  power,  would  bid  for  and  use  any  article, 
however  badly  damaged;  and,  in  the  sequel,  we 
shall  see  that  their  too  free  use  of  a  damaged  com- 
modity has  resulted  in  dama£ing  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  CusmNo]  was  too 
old  a  dealer  in  politics— was  too  skilful  and  provi- 
dent—not to  know  the  value  of  the  article  to  be  sold. 
He  knew  the  character  of  the  bidders  too  well — 
their  necessities  and  dispositions — to  hhzard  his  ob- 
ject. He  stood  behind  the  screen;  he  saw  those 
who  pulled  the  wires;  he  knew  the  suppliants  for 
Executive  favor;  he  held  his  notes  in  his  pocket, 
and  saw  and  knew  all  the  motives  to  action — who 
must  act,  when  they  must  act,  and  how;  he  saw 
over  the  entire  ground,  and  knew  the  stations  of 
his  men. 

The  result  has  shown  that  he  was  not  mistaken. 
Never  did  auctioneer  ply  his  bidders  so  well  be- 
fore; never  did  bidders  respond  more  kindly  be- 
fore. True,  there  was  some  little  sqneamishness 
at  first— some  little  restlessness:  but  this  was  natu- 
ral, and  to  be  expected ,  when  the  business  had  been 
so  suddenly  ana  publicly  thrown  upon  them.  All 
seemed  to  like  Mr.  Tyler  very  wdl;  he  was  quite 
an  honest  man;  he  had  been  badly  served  by  the 
Whigs--a  most  rascallv  set  of  ingrates,  who  had 
put  him  in  office,  and  then  had  refused  to  put  their 
heads  down  as  stones  on  which  he  might  step 
higher  and  longer.  They  did  not  like  Daniel 
Webster  and  John  C.  Spencer,  however;  but  this 
was  a  secondary  matter;  they  would  support  Mr. 
Tyler's  measures  that  were  right,  and  tney  knew 
he  would  ofl^r  nothing  that  his  conuiienee  did 
not  approve,  unless  seduced  by  Daniel  Webster. 
This  was  the  maiden  coyness  with  whiph  the  De- 
mocracy began  their  bids;  but,  as  an  earnest  that 
more  wonld  be- granted,  if  enough  had  not  been 


conceded,  the  auctioneer  waa  assured  that  the  De- 
mocracy would  not  dash  themselves  againat  the 
^'constitutional  fiict.** 

As  the  auction  has  advanced,  the  bidders  have 
been  warmed  up,  and  better  terms  have  been  oibr- 
ed.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Bowni]  comes  np  fUly 
in  public  to  the  termd doubtlessly  reserved  and  dic- 
tated in  private.  He  says:  Take  Daniel  Web- 
ster and  John  C.  Spencer,  with  all  their  sins  upon 
them;  receive  them  gladly  and  with  open  arms; 
and  tells  his  brethren  that  if  ihey  are  rejected  for 
the  sin  of  Federalism,  measuring  the  same  justice 
to  others,  they  must  force  "thonsan(^  of  other  gen- 
tlemen" from  their  ranks.  Dues  not  this  look  like 
bidding,  and  bidding  freely,  for  the  damaged 
"thingV  and  would  the  gentleman  [Mr.  CuflBUfo] 
have  opened  this  sale  if  he  did  not  know  that  cir- 
cumstances would  force  the  Democracy  to  show 
their  loyalty  here?  Sir,  this  auction  has  been  a 
troublesome  matter  to  the  Democracy;  it  has  driv- 
en them  to  assume  positions,  to  show  division,  to 
disclose  purposes,  which  they  had  hoped  to  hide 
from  the  public  eye.  The  Whigs  have  had  their 
day  of  adversity;  offices  and  measures  were  swept 
from  us,  like  sand  before  the  wind.  This  was  a 
day  of  rejoicing  for  the  Democracy;  they  laughed 
at  our  adversities,  and  feasted  upon  the  full  harvest 
of  Executive  patronage;  and,  so  long  as  the  Cap- 
tain-General was  in  the  dispensation  of  his  favors, 
all  was  quiet  and  happy;  so  long  as  the  war  was 
against  the  Whigs,  not  a  sorrowful  thought  crossed 
their  happy  bosoms.  But  that  war  is  over,  the  eae- 
my  is  supposed  to  be  routed;  and  now  the  Captain 
begins  to  mquire.  What  share  of  the  spoils  isminel 
What  profit  enures  to  me?  Who  bids  for  tbe  "con- 
stitutional fact,"  against  which  I  have  dashed  our 
common  foe?  There  are  in  my  family  those  who 
intend  to  be  heard  in  the  next  ^residential  election. 
Who  bids  for  my  power? 

Sir,  I  may  repeat,  this  auction  has  been  a  trouble- 
some matter  for  our  opponents.  Accnstomed  to 
grief  ourselves,  we  have  more  philosophy  in  its 
midst.  We  have  looked  upon  the  sorrows  of  our 
opponents  with  compassion,  since  the  bright  sun- 
shme  of  their  hopes  nas  been  turned  to  the  cMlling 
damps  of  disappointment.  We  would  that  tlie  bit- 
ter cup  could  pass  from  them.  We  have  seen  that 
the  hour  of  their  dissolution  has  come,  before  they 
have  yet  entered  upon  the  Elysian  fields  of  their 
glory.  But,  who  bids?  is  the  hateful  sound  that 
rings  through  their  ears.  Who  bids?  is  the  ac- 
cursed knell  which  foretells  the  hour  of  their 
doom. 

But,  sir,  a  community  of  action  is  likely  to  beget 
a  community  of  sympathy.  Tbe  pemocracy  have 
been  the  soldiery  with  which  Captain  Tyler  has 
waged  his  war  upon  the  "friends  he  left  behind 
him."  They  have  imbibed  a  love,  as  was  natural, 
for  their  Captahi;  and  the  dispensation  of  many  fa- 
vors—of good  and  substantial  offices,  all  held  at  his 
will— has  not  failed  to  impress  upon  these  favorites, 
and  their  friends'  friends  and  relations,  and  upon 
all  who  think  that,  by  possibility,  they  might  fall 
into  the  "line  of  safe  precedents,"  that  the  Cap- 
tain has  manly  virtues,  loAy  genius,  nobie  daring; 
and 

"Who  ahonld  be  king  bat  Cbtrliel" 
Besides,  there  are  ''buddings  of  disaffection"  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Democracy,  growing  out  of  the  suc- 
cession, as  the  gentleman  [Mr.  CvnaMo]  ver> 
shrewdly  told  us.  Differences  between  the  r^orth- 
em  and  the  Southern  house  were  far  from  any  hope 
of  speedy  reconciliation.  In  the  mten  time,  tne 
"fact"  was  here  and  could  not  be  surmounted.  All 
these  things  had  brought  uncertainty  into  the  ranks 
of  the  Democracy;  and  at  this  moment,  so  inoppor- 
time  for  them,  the  President  has  snatcned  the  nm- 
ner  of  the  guard,  and  planted  It  in  their  midst.  Who 
feels  that  they  need  my  power?  Who  bids  for  itt 
is  the  ready  query  tnat,  like  an  electric  shock, 
thrills  throughout  their  whole  ranks;  and  bid,  some 
one  must. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  nimecessary  for  anv  one  to  dis- 

fuise  the  fact  that  Mr.  Tvler  has  divided  and  bro- 
en  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  Their 
"one  and  indivisible"  front  is  a  mass  of  chaos. 
Followers  are  flockitg  to  his  banner,  and  the  lit- 
tle guard,  once  so  Insignificant,  is  now  quite  an 
army  of  well-disposed  awectums^it  not.  counted  men; 
and  all  its  recruits  are  drawn  from  the  Democracy. 
The  number,  too,  is  greater  than  public  opinion 
has  allowed.  The  "givings  out"  or  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Bowms]  favored  this  opin-  > 
ion;  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  from  the  gen** 
man's  speech  of  yesterday,  {Mr,  WiLLEa,]  he 
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no  special  objection  to  fight  under  the  l»anner 
of  the  Captain,  since  he  was  going  into  private 
life.  The  position  j>i  the  President  now  is  such, 
that  the  Democracy  dare  not  treat  with  neglect  or 
contempt  his  overtares.  They  dare  not  refuse 
him  aadience.  They  must  respond  when  be  cries,  I 
Who  bids? 

The  welcome  of  Daniel  Webster  and  John  G% 
Spencer  to  the  ranks  of  Democracy,by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  is  no  new  idea  in  that  parly. 
It  has  before  been  thought  of  b?  them,  and  acted 
upon  before;  and  all  this  parade  before  the  coun- 
try by  gentlemen,  that  they  cannot  receive  them, 
nor  the  Administration  with  them,  is  bat  a  feint, 
to  operate  upon  certain  quarters  and  certain  men, 
when,  eventually,  acting  under  the  constraining 
will  of  the  people,  as  pretended,  they  will  be  re- 
ceived into  full  fellowship,  at  least  by  one  portion 
of  the  immaculate  '^one  and  indivisible"  Democ- 
racy. 

1  propose  readings  a  resolution  adopti^  at  a  large 
xneetins  of  Democrats  in  the  State  of  Kentacl^, 
at  which,  the  "Madisonian"  says,  the  most  influ- 
ential Democrats  of  t^  State  attended,  and  that 
they  are  men  not  sarpassed  for  influence  in  that 
party  in  the  Unioii.    Mr.  M.  read  the  following: 

**Resolvedy  That  Daniel  Webster  and  John  C. 


principl 

rtjaughter,  and  cries  of  "Read  that  again."] 

After  this,  let  not  my  friends  think  that  this  Ad- 
ministration is  without  bidders,  when  it  is  put  up 
for  sale.  The  gen^tleman  [Mr.  Cdbhino]  Imew  all 
these  facts,  and  knew,  however  damaged  it  was  to 
the  country,  yet,  for  party  purposes,  it  was  highly 
valuable  to  the  Democracy.  Mr.  Tyler,  oy  his 
patronage,  is  omnipotem  with  that  jpaity.  He  has 
done  what  no  other  man,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
party,  could  do.  He  has  not  only  carried  his  own 
strength  into  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy,  but  he 
has  carried  with  him,  and  installed  into  his  com- 
mand, Daniel  Webster  and  John  C.  Spencer  as  his 
lieutenant^,  and  the  Democracy  are  rallying  around 
ihem^  while  they  "formed  a  halo  of  glory  around 
its  prmciples."  The  Democracy  will  always  bid 
at  such  a  sale.  What  higher  evidence  can  be 
wanting  of  the  disposition  to  bid,  irrespective  of 
conditions,  than  thisl  And  what  better  evidence 
of  an  alliance,  ofifenslve  as  well  as  defensive, 
than  that  which  makes  old  enemies  "one  and  indi- 
visible" political  associaiesi  ^We  shall  see  here- 
afler  if  there  fa  not  still  stronger  evidence  of  alli- 
ance—ona  founded  on  a  bid,  and  that  bid  a  bargain. 

Bat  it  may  be  asked  if  Mr.  Tyler  himself  is, 
without  dimcnltj,  surrounded  by  so  many  new  as- 
sociates and  friendsl  It  appears  not;  from  indica- 
tions, it  seems  that  there  are  false  teachers  in  the 
liousehold;  tnat  the  bidders  are  themselves  treach- 
erous; and,  while  they  bargain  for  their  loyalty, 
they  are  seeking  to  rob  patronage  of  its  power,  and 
to  sacrifice  its  dispenser  to  their  selfishness.  Treason 
s>eems  to  reign  in  the  camp,  and  friendship  is  made 
the  screen  behind  which  perfidy  perpetrates  its 
deeds. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  said  to  have  been  writ- 
ten from  the  White  House.  It  appeared  in  the 
New  York  "Union,"  the  accredited  organ  in  that 
city  of  the  President,  and  would  not  hav^appeared 
ther«f,  urging  such  grave  charges,  uttering  such 
melancholy  complaints,  and  speaking  such  <lespond- 
ing  language,  if  there  was  no  foundation  for  all, 
and  a  great  many  more  causes  of  dissatisfaction 
than  those  detailed.  Speaking  of  the  President,  it 
says: 

"The  President  is  like  a  man  who  is  walking 
over  a  straight  road,  and  ever  and  anon  some  kind 
friend  advises  him  to  turn  to  the  right  or  the  lefl,  or 
to  go  up  that  hill,  or  down  that  lane,  intending;  to 
do  him  the  favor,  if  they  can  get  him  out  of^he 
straight  and  honest  path  he  has  chosen,  to  strip 
him  of  his  coat,  waistcoat,  and  breeches." 

TRoars  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  M.  continued.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  was  not  one  of  the  number  who 
were  trying  to  get  the  President's  breeches.  [Con- 
tinued laughter.!  What  a  melancholy  picture 
does  this  tale  unfold  I  How  fearfully  true  is  the 
treachery  which  it  discloses!  That  the  highest 
officer  within  the  giA  of  a  free  people  is  subject  lo 
such  associations;  that  he  cannot  trust  himself 
to  the  conn.<iel  they  may  present;  and  that, 
under  the  flattering  but  deceitful  profession  of 
friendship,    counsellors   around    him   advise   to 


bat  which,  if  adopted,  selects  their  own  selfish  pur- 
poses as  the  only  object  to  be  attained,  robs  him 
of  all  ability  to  be  usefUl,  and  makes  hlih  the  de- 
graded tool  of  their  ambition!  The  lailgiiage  of 
this  complaint  is  figurative,  but  the  fact  it  discloses 
is  real.  Surely  the  President  must  feel  that  he 
reclines  on  thorns,  when  surrounded  by  a  faction 
which  has  been  collected  through  the  patronage  of 

Sower,  and  which  will  betray  him  as  interest  may 
ictate.    These  are  melancholy  facta,  to  go  down 
to  posterity  as  evidence  of  the  prostiiUtioh  of  the 

S resent  day.  Well  miftht  the  gentleman,  [Mr. 
tsHiNo,]  knowing  all  these  things— the  proies- 
sions  of  friendship  made,  and  the  perfidy  which 
was  ready  to  betray  confidence  reposed— -put  up 
the  Administration  at  auction;  Well  might  he  seek 
to  bring  out  before  the  public  eye  those  who  were 
its  friends,  that  those  wno  had  sworn  their  loyalty 
in  the  recesses  at  the  White  House  should  regis- 
ter their  vows  before  the  world— that  the  true  friends 
might  be  distinguished,  and  the  robbers  of  coats 
and  breeches  expelled.  But  how  could  it  be  other- 
wise than  that,  when  treachenr  had  once  tainted  its 
victim,  the  victim  should jperKct  the  treacheryl 

The  gentleman  from  6hio  [Mr.  WellbrJ  had 
said  on  yesterday  that  the  President  had  been 
greatly  annoyed  and  assailed  by  the  Whigs  who 
wanted  office;  that  their  "  voracious  maws"  not 
being  satisfied,  they  had  turned  in  wrath  against 
him.  Upon  the  subject  of  office,  perhaps  that 
gentleman  would  have  done  as  well  to  have  been 
silent  If  reports  be  true,  should  that  gentleman 
be  not  now  most  perfectly  satisfied,  he  might  incur 
the  charge  of  having  the  insatiable  appetite  of  a 
cormorant.  But  it  seems  that  the  thirst  for  office 
happens  not  to  be  confined  to  the  Whigs  alone.  No 
douDt  that  there  was  a  great  rush  on  tneir  part  as 
soon  as  thev  had  been  installed  in  power.  Many 
honest  and  honorable  men  had  been  hurled  from 
office,  for  no  other  reason  than  that  tbey  had  an 
opinion  of  their  own^  They  came  forward  quickly 
to  have  the  stigma  wiped  from  their  characters — 
which  official  tyranny  had  stamped  upon  them. 
But  it  is  a  fact,  which  is  disgraceful  to  both  parties, 
that  too  many  of  their  members  desire  office  for 
the  gains  which  It  brings  to  them.  But  the  Demo- 
crats seem  to  have  much  rapacity  for  office  too,  and 
have  proved  a  source  of  great  vexation  at  the 
White  House.  The  same  letter  to  which  I  before 
referred  has  this  remark: 

"I  am  glad  to  find  that  your  Tyler  clitjues  in 
New  Yorlc  are  becoming  more  orderly  and  gov^ 
emable.  I  thought  at  on6  time,  from  their  contin- 
ued rush  to  the  Capitol,  that  a  new  party,  under  the 
name  of ' Want-io-get-into-the-cnstom-house  Party,' 
would  carry  all  before  them;  for  there  was  no  want 
of  applicants  for  collectors,  postmasters,  marshals, 
navy  agents,  district  attorneys,  &c.;  and,  if  the  ap- 
plicants themselves  were  to  be  credited,  those  high 
functionaries  were  but  sorry  fellows  at  beet  Al- 
though none  has  succeeded,  or  is  likely  to  suc- 
ceed, yet  ever  and  anon  a  poor  'faini  and  wayworn 
traveller'  finds  his  way  down  here  with  his  pockets 
full  oi  letters  of  recommendation  from  the  malcon- 
tents, representing  you  all  to  be  without  the  capaci- 
ty or  the  inclination  to  do  the  least  service-  to  the 
President^  and  these  denunciations  cenerally  end 
by  the  complainant's  asking  for  an  office." 

Then,  it  seems,  continued  Mr.  M.,  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  beleaguered  by  offitie  hunters  from  the  De- 
mocracy; and,  when  he  places  them  in  power 
around  him,  they  fail  not  to  consult  all  the  artinces  of 
their  address  to  seduce  him  from  an  honest,  straight- 
forward path,  into  private  ways  and  by-paths,  where 
they  may  practise  upon  him  their  arts  of  petit  larce- 
ny, robbing  him  even  of  the  slight  habiliments 
which  now  serve  to  hide  his  nakedness.  But  what 
does  this  letter  of  complaint  show?  That  there  must 
be  between  the  Presiaent  and  his  followers  a  quid 
pro  quo  for  every  favor  asked,  and  every  service 
rendered.  Office  is  asked  with  the  understanding 
that  the  "ability  and  capacity  to  serve  the  Presi- 
dent," not  the  country,  can  be  afibrded;  and  office 
in  granted,  with  the  understanding  that  that  "ability 
and  capacity"  are  made  effective  in  serving  the 
President.  What  is  this  but  a  bargain — a  contract 
— an  agreement  to  do  a  particular  thing — between 
parties  capable  and  willing  to  contract,  and  actually 
contracting,  and  the  performance  under  that  con- 
tract of  some  service,  which  strips  the  transaction 
in  law  of  that  want  of  consideration  which  would 
render  the  agreement  a  nudum  padum? 

And  what  was  that  bargain  to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  WiaaJmUuded,  which  he 


its  face  a  "damning  suspicion V*  The  public  Bevw 
said  that  it  amounted  to  more  than  an  aCTeemS 
for  office  for  each  of  thcpanies.  And vhai S 
fact  disclosed  by  this  White  House  letter?  1^ 
office  is  conferred  upon  those  only  who  have  SI 
"ability  and  capacity"  to  serve  the  President  iSl 
those  who  receive  offices  must  employ  that  "abilitr 
and  capacity"  in  his  service.  ^ 

This  is  the  scene  enacting  behind  the  etiitaiiitt 
the  White  House;  and  forthwith  the  gentteinij) 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  CnsBmo,]  the  aecred- 
ited  friend  ahd  counsellor  of  the  President,  comes 
upon  this  floor,  in  a  debate  upon  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  un induced  by  anythmg  be- 
fore said,  repeats  what  it  seems  had  More  been 
heard  elsewhere   in  rehearsals,  that  the  Admin. 
istration  must  have  friends,  and  that  it  possessed 
the  means  of  rewarding  them,  and  punishing  foes. 
He  cells  us  that  the  Whigs  have  been  dasned  to 
pieces  against  the  President's  "fixed  {act"  This 
was  punishment.  He  tells  the  DemocraisihattheT 
Will  "tiot  profit  by  experience,"  and  that  iheY  are 
dashing  wildly  against  that  same  "filed  fneV*  This 
we  all  understahd  to  mean  the  veto  ot  the  stib- 
treasury  bill,  whenever  readopted.  He  had  spoken 
of  the  "buddingar  of  discontent"  in  the  Democratic 
party;  that  a  prominent  man  would  dravoffone 
wing,  and  aniother  man  would  dntr  off  another 
wing  of  that  party;  that,  in  the  next  presidential 
election,  there  were  those  connected  with  the  prcs' 
ent  Administration  who  intended  soon  to  hare  t 
word  to  say;  and  that  no  one  would  make  anythiof 
by^ndulging  in  a  "fierce  warfare  against  the  Presi- 
dent;" that  he  held   the  veto  power— something 
more  onmipotent  than  mere  patronace.  Now,&ig< 
glish  these  sentiments;  and  what  do  they  meanl 
That  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  will  be  tfarota 
into  the  support  of  that  candidate  and  his  ixiendi, 
and  the  veto  power  used  for  their  advantage,  vbose 
friends  and  associates,  possessing  the  "ability  sad 
capacity,"  would  renaer  him  (the  President)  the 
most  effective  service,  and  would  not  rob  him  of 
his  coat,  waistcoat,  and  breeches.    Is  there  no  ioti- 
mation  of  a  willingness  to  bargain  for  power  in  all 
thisi    No  ezpectatioD  of  rewaid  created  for  ser- 
vices render^  or  to  'be  renderedl   No  temntation 
lo  excite  rivalry  in  devotion  to  the  Presidentt  And 
what  was  the  efiect  of  this  annunciation  of  pupose 
on  the  part  of  the  Presidenti  The  gentleman  fraa 
Indiana  [Mr.  Kennedv]  said  that  he  would  not  hid.' 
to  have  avowed  such  an  intention  would  havebeea 
to  expose  and  defeat  his  purpose;  bnt  he  told  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  CaaBlNs]  that  he,  a  Democrat, 
would  not  encounter  the  rod  of  punishmcnt-ihe 
veto!    The  gentlepaan  from  Ohio  [Mr.Wn.LB] 
said  that  it  was  the  high  duly  of  every  Democrat  to 
support  every  act  of  the  Administration  as  far  as 
he  could;  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
BowNK,}  discarding  all  barriers,  exhorts  his  amj- 
ates  to  take  Mr.  Tyler,  his  administration- wa- 
ster and  Spencer-^nowever  deeply  dyed  in  poUtim 
sins— to  take  one  and  all,  now  and  at  once,  without 
atonement,  conditions,  reservations,  or  stipolatiowr- 
to  take  them  freely,  cheerfully,  graciously,  and  to 
become  with  them,  at  once,  "one  and  indivisible. 
What  call  you  all  thisi    Is  there  no  rasponse  heri 
lo  the  question,  Where  shall  I  find  my  mendsl  Wo 
cringing  before  the  lashl    No  reaching  after  tte 
rewardl    No  manifestation  of  fear  that  the  J'fixed 
fact"  was  dangerous;  that  those  connacted  with  tie 
Administration,  who  intended  soon  to  have  a  wort 
to  say  in  the  next  presidential  election,  mm »« 
speak  that  word  unfavorably;  that  certain  "djsccn- 
tents"  might  not  profh  by  that  word;  and  no  en- 
dence  of  a  belier  that  prudence  dictated  at  ones 
that  all  feare  should  be  qaelled,  that  a  **fiercc  war- 
fare  against  the  President"  was  not  tobe  expecw 
from  a  certain  quarter^    Does  not  all  this  sqami 
most  awfully  at  the  fact,  that  the  terms  of  ale, « 
stated,  are  ready  to  be  cmbracedl    Do  not  the  mJ 
-folly  cover  the  offerl    And  is  there  nothing  lift  » 
bargain,  an  agreement,  an  undertaking,  mntnaiiy 
to  do  and  perform  dertain  acts,  for  a  matnal  con« 
siderationf 

But  the  gentleman,  no  doubt,  did  |«![J"^^5 
and  to  other  terms  than  those  he  ciprwsefl,  wMt 
he  put  this  Administration  up  at  a«fi»o»„/^S 
he  bad  other  objects  in  view;  and  I  will  aslr  ti» 
gentleman  if  he  did  expect  that  at  this  sale  any 


a  policy    not  to    subserve   the    public    good,     I  so  bitterly  denounced  the  othar  <)ay  as  carrying  on 


[M 


would  be  put  in  by  the  Whig  partyl 

[r.  Gushing  (Mr.  M.  yielding  thefloor)*^ 
U.C  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Meri'vstbbJ 
had  repeated  the  remark  several  limes  made  in  m 
House,  and  to  which  he  had  souaht  an  opportnaay 
to  reply.   Tfaege&tlemaadesiralBdr.C.toMoiin 
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him  when  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  put  up  ihe  Administra- 
tioD,  if  be  expected  the  Whig  piany  to  bidi  Mr. 
C.  called  on  the  gentleman,  and  on  every  member 
of  this  House,  to  put  his  fingeV  on  any  pan  of  his 
speech  that  authorized  this  imputation.  [Laughter  ] 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  foundation  whatever 
for  it;  and  he  asked  the  eentleman  from  Georgia  to 
select  from  that  speecn  a  single  sentence,  it'  he 
could,  which  justified  that  imputation,  which  the 
gentleman  himself  would  declare  to  the  House  to 
be  unjust  in  principle,  or  untrue  in  factt] 

Mr.  Mbkiwstber  resumed:  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  trying  to  play  a  Yankee  trick 
upon  him— answering  his  question  by  asking  him 
another.  The  answer  had  in  nowlsebeen  given  to 
^e  inierrogmtory.  Waiving,  however,  his  right  to 
insist  upon  an  answer,  the  gentleman  asks  me  to 
poiot  to  a  single  sentence  of  his  remarks  that 
would  justify  such. an  imputation.    Mr.  M.  would 

Joint  the  gentleman  to  his  whole  speech  for  evi- 
ence  to  sustain   the  construction  he  and  others 
had  placed  upon   it.     It  was  no  objection  to  the 
fact,  that  on  e  single  sentence  did  not  contain  the 
proposition   of  sale;  the  whole  speech  was  com- 
pounded of  several  propositions,  each  resting  upon, 
and  connecting  witn,  the  other.    If  this  (Mr.  C.'s) 
role  of  interpretation  were  to  apply,  we  might,  for 
the  same  reason,  reject  some  oftne  most  important 
truths  of  the  Bible.     Mr.  M.   could  understand 
nothing  else  from  the  gentleman's  remarks  than  the 
imputation  which  had  been  made.    But  I  will  inti- 
mate to  the  gentleman  what  I  have  before  said  to 
the  House  were  the  terms  of  his  propositions,  and 
leave  him  to  contradict  the  facts  as  I  state  them: 
that  he  spoke  of  a  "fixed  fact''  in  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment; of  the  President  as  that  "fact;"  that  the 
Whig  party  had  been  dashed  against  it;  that  expe- 
rience did  not  serve  to  teach  the  Democratic  party, 
and  they  were  going  to  repeat  the  same  experiment; 
that  "fact"  was  the  veto  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
President;  that  in  the  Democratic  ranks  there  were 
discontent  and  division  in  reference  to  the  succes- 
sion; that  some  persons  connected  with  the  Admin- 
istration intended  soon  to  have  a  word  to  say  in 
the  next  Presidential  ejection;  and  that  the  interest 
of  no  party  would  be  advanced  by  a  fierce  attack 
upon  the  President,  and  he  deemed  it  material  to 
be  frank  upon  that  point  now.    Now,  with  these 
propositions,  what  other  could  follow,  but  that  the 
Administration  would  elect  in  the  use  of  its  friend- 
ship, (which  means  the  patronage  of  the  Gfovem- 
nent  and  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power,)  to  bestow 
the  one,  and  to  use  or  withhold  the  other,  as  would 
subserve  the  interest  of  narty  friendsl    And  who 
would  be  its  friends,  bm  those  who  sustained  its 
measures,  and  were  not  "too  furious"  in  their  op- 
position to  the  Presidentl    And  why  talk  of  being;g 
frank  in  your  statements,  if  nothing  was  meant  by^ 
it— no  agreement  to  be  understood'^    Could  lan- 
guage be  plainer,  or  logic  more,  clear,  than  that 
which  deduces  this  crowning  proposition  from  such 
premisesi    And  the  bare  statement  of  these  propo- 
sitions had  not  failed  of  its  effect.    The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kbnnedv]  had  promptly  re- 
sponded to  them,  disclaiming  any  intention  to  bid: 
(and  te  have  acknowledged  it  would  have  been  too 
barefaced,)  but  assured  the  gentleman  that  the  De- 
mocracy would  not  encounter  the  "fixed  fact"  in 
their  legislation  at  the  incoming  Congress  which 
was  to  say,  "declare  your  will,  and  we  will  execute 
IL"    But,  as  the  gentleman  now  says  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  sell,  I  suppose  the  sale  is  postponed  for  the 
present.    [f4aughier.] 

[Mr.  CcsHiNo  (Mr.  M.  again  yielding  the  floor 
for  explanation)  said  that  the  genileman  nad  put  to 
him  a  question  which  was  based  on  the  assumption 
that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  done  a  particular  thing  in  this 
House.  Mr.  C.  had  replied,  by  contradicting  the 
assumption  and  challenging  proof,  exhibiting  de- 
monstration on  that  point:  ana  the  gentleman  said 
that  he  had  practised  the  Yankee  mode  of  answer- 
ing a  question  by  asking  another.  It  was  not  so; 
Mr.  C.  had  answered  emphatically  and  fnllyi  cov- 
ering the  whole  ground;  .and  he  now  begged  leave 
to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question:  Would  the  gentle- 
man be  good  enough  to  put  his  finger  on  a  single 
sentence  of  that  speech  which,  either  as  a  Wbi^  or 
Democrat,  the  gentleman  would  aver  to  be  unjust 
in  principle  or  untrue  in  fact  1  If  he  would,  Mr. 
C.  would  pledge  ffimself  to  show,  by  exhibition  of 
the  authority  of  some  of  the  highest  and  best  men 
that  had  lived  in  the  United  States  since  the  Rev- 
olution, that  propositions  of  the  same  tenor  had 
before  been  made.] 

Mr.  M.  resomed.    He  had  referred  the  gentle- 
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man  to  bis  whole  speech;  he  seemed  unwilling  to 
scan  if;  he  refer rea  him  to  it  again;  and  when  he 
shall  have  read  it  throughout,  calmly  and  dispas- 
sionately, he  woula  find  more  in  it  than  he  seems 
willing  to  admit  now  is  there,  and  more  than  he 
ought  ever  to  have  put  there.  Even  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiaa.]  froni  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  undertaken  tne  other  day  to  explain 
away  the  gentleman's  speech,  had  evinced  an  un- 
uttered  conviction,  that  the  construction  placed 
upon  the  speech  was  not  altogether  foreign  to  its 
legitimate  meaning.  The  gentleman  says  that  he 
will  show,  upon  the  authority  of  the  highest  and 
best  men  of  the  country,  that  similar  propositions 
have  before  been  made.  Mr.  M.  did  not  doubt  this. 
Frequent  charges  had  been  made  of  similar  com- 
binations, and  public  sentiment  had  condemned 
them.  Does  their  recurrenee  justify  themi  or  does 
the  knowledge  of  their  existence  bv  the  "highest 
and  best  men"  of  the  country  give  them  a  passport 
to  our  approval^  or  does  the  existence  of  like  pro- 
positions negative  the  £act  that  those  now  being 
debated  ever  had  an  existencel  He  calls  upon  me 
to  condemn  any  sentence  of  his  speech  as  "unjust 
in  principle  or  untrue  in  fact."  His  isolated  posi- 
tions, his  individual  propositions,  may  stand.  The 
gentleman  sees  the  drilt  of  my  remarks  too  well 
not  to  understand  my  attack' to  be  upon  his  speech 
as  a  whole.  I  may  of  may  not  dissent  from  his 
propositions  individually;  that  is  not  the  issue  I 
make.  But  depend  them  one  upon  another;  con- 
nect them  together,  as  he  has  connected  them;  de- 
duce from  them,  as  he  has  deduced  the  conse- 
quence, the  right  of  the  President  to  wield  the  pa- 
tronage of  his  office  and  the  veto  power  for  the 
building  up  or  pulling  down  of  parties,  irrespective 
of  the  pubhc  welfare,  and  of  throwing  the  influence 
and  power  of  that  patronage  and  of  the  veto,  as 
freaks  of  friendship  or  hatred  may  come  over 
him,  to  perpetuate  or  destroy  political  friends  or 
opponents, — and  I  denounce  the  whole  jointly,  and 
each  singly,  in  view  of  such  connexion;  and  1  point 
to  each  and  every  of  them  as  untrue  in  fact,  and 
grossly  unjust  in  principle  to  the  people,  and  de- 
structive of  every  semblance  of  political  right. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not  yet  learned  whe- 
ther, at  this  auction,  when  it  shall  take  place,  it  will 
be  expected  that  tne  Whigs  should  bid  or  noti 
When  1  was  interrupted,  I  was  about  entering  upon 
the  aubject  of  Democratic  difliculties.  The  gentle- 
man [Mr.  CusHiMo]  had  ;?poken  of  discontents  al- 
ready existing;  of  the  intention  of  some  connected 
with  the  Administration  to  have  a  word  to  say  in 
the  next  ^election.  Mr.  M.  said  that,  doubtless, 
these  divisions  had  been  fully  canvassed  at  the 
other  end  of  the  avenue.  The  letter  from  the 
White  House,  before  referred  to,  alludes  to  this 
matter;  and  this  allusion,  and  the  identity  of  senti- 
ment expressed  by  the  gentleman  with  the  letter, 
while  they  show  that  what  he  has  said  was  not  Uie 
result  of  momentary  excitement,  but  premeditated 
and  spoken  almost  by  authority,  confirm  to  ns  that 
these  dissensions  in  the  Democratic  ranks  are  the 
subject  of  speculation  and  calculation  by  the  wire- 
workers  at  the  President's.    Here  is  the  reference: 

"Talking  of  the  Presidency,  I  never  saw  Mr. 
Calhoun  look  so  well  and  so  full  of  hope  and  ex- 
pectation. The  Legislatures  of  South  Carolina 
and  Alabama  have  nominated  him,  and  other 
States  will  follow.  He  is  excessively  uneasy  and 
fretful  about  going  into  a  national  convention,  for 
fear  that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  bebg  more  dexterous 
with  the  cups  and  balls,  will  cheat  him  out  of  a 
nomination;  and  in  this  respect  he  has  grounds  of 
apprehension.  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  a  convention  is 
liKe  a  little  fierce  bull  in  an  amphitheatre,  and  is 
sure  to  gore  and  toss  all  the  horses  and  riders  who 
may  come  into  the  ring  against  him." 

Here  are  some  strong  intimations  of  approaching 
difficulty;  and  while  it  comes  up  completely  to  the 
views  as  expressed  by  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Cush- 
iNo,]  let  us  see  if  the  concluding  views  do  not 
cover  the  whole  ground  assumed  by  him.  The 
letter  continues: 

"There  is  absolutely  nothing  doing  here,  we  may 
say,  in  the  political  world,  and  I  am  glad  of  it; 
because  when  the  politicians  lie  on  their  oars,  the 
country  gains  by  It.  Everything,  of  course,  is  in 
an  unsettled  state.  If  a  storm  is  brewing  between 
the  Whigs,  the  Calhoun  men,  and  the  Van  Buren 
men,  the  Administration  have  only  to  remain  tran- 
quil until  the  hurricane  blows  over,  and  then  take 
advantage  of  the  times.  If  the  people  could  only 
unhorse  the  leaders,  no  man  wonld  be  so  strong  as 


John  Tyler,  because  he  is  evidently  gaining  strength 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people."     i       * 

Can  any  one  (continued  Mr.  M.)  look  at  adl 
these  facts,  and  shut  his  eyes  to  tBte  t/onvicticm  tha^ 
the  gentleman's  speech  was  not  made  without  concert 
with  others — without  premeditationrof  design — with- 
out objecti  and,  if  not  without  object,  what  other 
than  to  identify  the  Administration,  for  profit  or 
loss,  for  better  or  worse,  with  some  6nc  of  the  con- 
tenaing  factions  of  the  "one  and  indivisible  Dem- 
ocratic party  1"  ,* 

The  ihct  of  division  in  that  refrty  is  left  unques- 
tioned. That  Mr.  Tyler  has  effected  that  division, 
and  to  a  great  extent,  is  undeniable.  The  only  re- 
maining question  waSt  which  nortion  of  that  party 
desired  most  to  convert  his  innueAce  to  its  usel 

The  Northern  wing  of  the  Democracy^  had 
stepped  forth  boldly,  hid  freely,  and  anxiously 
sought  to  close  the  sale;  but  the  Southern  wing  had 
not,  as  yet,  been  heard  from  publicly.  Rumor  had 
blessed  them  with  a  greater  share  of  executive 
favor,  but  yet  they  have  not  signified  their  iAien* 
tion  to  bid  or  not.  I  should  like  to  hear  fr6m 
that  division  of  the  party  before  the  debate  closes.' 

There  is  a  great  deal  submitted  to  (said  Mr.  A^.) 
in  this  hall,  from  parliamentary  courtesy.  There 
never  was  freer  use  made  of  this  liberty  than  du- 
ring this  debate.  When  it  first  began,  a  casual 
visiter  would  have  supposed  that  the  war  waging 
by  the  Democrats  was  aimed  solely  at  the  Whig 

Sarty.  While  the  fact  of  an  open  rupture  was  first 
eveloping  itself,  the  effort  to  direct  the  quarre. 
against  the  Whigs  was  most  desperate;  and  soundly^ 
were  we  whipped  over  the  shoulders  for  the  benefit 
of  our  opponents.  Well,  he  did  not  know  that 
he  had  much  objection  to  this  course.  Mr.  M.  was 
opposed  to  making  family  jars  public  spectacle?. 
fie  was  willing  to  take  the  castigation,  if,  in  so 
doing,  he  could  hide  the  wounds  which  family  feuds 
had  made.  He  would  have  been  very  willing  to 
have  covered  up  the  divisions  which  existed  in  the 
ranks  of  his  opponents;  but  this  seemed  now  to  be 
a  hopeless  matter,  and  they  had  themselves  become 
careless  and  indifferent  as  to  their  exposure.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  KennedtI  had  tried 
very  diligently  to  cover  up  all  their  dimculties;  he 
thrust  most^desperately  at  us;  said  some  hard  things; 
appealed  to  ola  prejudices;  spoke  of  our  unworthi- 
ness,  and  the  vast  superiority  of  his  qwn  friends. 
But  all  this  would  not  do;  there  was  no  response; 
and  in  the  bitterness  of  grief,  in  a  moment  of  al- 
most frenzied  sorrow,  he  bade  us  to  stand  aloof,  and 
let  their  family  quarrel  alone.  Mr.  M.  said  he 
should  abide  the  admonition,  and  leave  the  family 
to  its  tumults.  The  "cohesive  principle,"  which 
had  hitherto  bound  them  together,  seemed  too  weak 
to  preserve  the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  could  not  help  thinking,  when  he  heard 
such  violent  declamation  from  the  other  side,  how 
unsubstantial  it  was,  and  how  very  deceptive  it 
was  to  those  who  believed  or  thought  there  would 
be  a  serious  contest  by  the  opposition  in  the  next 
Presidential  election.  The  people  abroad  expected 
a  warm  and  animated  contest;  but  the  resistance 
which  would  be  presented  seemed  more  like  a 
shadow  than  a  substance.  The  Democracy  were 
united  while  the  whole  party  warred  against  the 
Whigs;  but  now,  when  the  selection  is  to  be  made 
who  shall  wear  the  robes,  confusion  and  discord 
have  scattered  them  abroad,  and  divided  and  broken 
their  front.  The  heterogeneous  mass  has  many 
candidates  for  the  honor->some  whose  claims  are 
growing  very  stale,  and  must  now  be  canvassed  or 
never;  they  present  many  aspirants  to  the  people, 
but  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  elect  all,  and  tney 
are  too  weak  to  elect  any  one.  Division  is  among 
them,  and  is  premonitory  of  defeat;  if  they  are  not 
counting  it,  wny  do  they  not  rally  and  present  their 
candidate!  If  they  can  make  a  selection,  why  not 
meet  at  once  and  harmonize!  But  do  they  not  fear 
a  failure,  and  consequently  a  certain  overthrow, 
by  attempting  a  reconciliation,  and  not  possessing 
the  power  to  accomplish  iti  Is  there  to  be  a  con- 
vention! It  is  said  that  there  may  be  a  fair  con- 
vention of  the  party;  if  so,  when  and  where  is  it  to 
be  held!  The  party  doubtless  have  liale  hope  of 
any  united  action,  and,  consequently,  no  hope  of 
success  in  1844. 

Although  he  was  no  prophet,  he  would  predict, 
without  the  hazard  of  having  that  prediction  con- 
demned by  the  reality,  that,  should  the  Democratic 
party  present  but  one  candidate  for  the  next  Presiden- 
cy ana  Vice  Presidency,  that  candidate  for  President 
would  be  Daniel  Webster,  and  that  candidate  for 
the  Vice  Presidency  wonid  be  JohA  C«  Spencer  ^ 
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And  it  was  right  that  this  should  be  so;  for  they 
are  the  first  men  who  ever  placed  a  "halo  of  glory*' 
arpund  the  "principles"  of  that  party.  The  princi- 
ple of  eratitude  demands  it. 

Mr.  dH.  saidi  as  it  had  occurred  to  him  that  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law  was  at  this  time  before 
them,  he  would  make  one  or  two  remarks  on  that 
subject  before  he  concluded.  Be  should  vote  against 
the  repeal)  for  two  reasons.  It  had  been  said  that, 
in  ihe  course  of  the  operations  of  the  law,  many 
creditors  had  been  made  bankrupts  by  the  discharge 
of  their  debtors.  This  was  a  proposition  that  Nir. 
M.  could  not  well  understand;  the  note  or  obUga- 
lion  of  an  insolvent  would  go  no  further  to  pay  a 
debt,  as  assets,  than  that  of  a  bankrupt:  and  he  did 
not  understand  how  a  creditor  under  the  bankrupt 
law,  getting  a  part  of  his  debr,  was  worse  off  than 
he  was  under  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  States,  where 
he  got  nothings  It  might  be,  however,  that  a  credi- 
tor had  so  arranged,  thrbugh  favor,  relationship, 
reward^  or  the  hope  of  it,  or  by  a  fraudulent  agree- 
ment with  the  debtor,  to  get  his  own  claim  satisfied, 
and  to  cover  up  the  rest  of  his  property  for  his  fu- 
ture benefit,  and  to  oust  the  weaker  and  smaller' 
creditors  altogether;  and  that  the  bankrupt  law, 
coming  in  to  defeat  such  fraudulent  combinations, 
had  placed  all  upon  an  equality^  whereby  this  cred- 
itor was  made  to  share  with  others  the  insolvency 
of  the  debtor,  and  his  losses  thereby  had  proved 
disastrous  to  nim.  Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  let 
the  law  be  right  or  wrong  in  its  origm,  since  it  has 
made  victims  by  its  operation,  the  highest,  no- 
blest, most  endunng  obligation  of  the  Government 
is  to  give  to  these  victims  its  benefits,  since  they 
have  unwittingly  shared  its  injuries. 

There  was  another  reason  why  Mr.  M.  would 
not  now  vote  for  the  repeal.  Many  men  are  now 
struggling  to  escape  their  embarrassments;  and  so 
long  as  the  hope  is  held  out  that,  should  their  efforts 
fail)  still  they  may  find  relief  under  the  just  and  wise 
provisions  of  this  law,  they  will  struggle  on.  But, 
agitate  the  repeal;  give  them  nothing  to  hope  for 
but  the  mercy  of  creditors;  and  they  fly  at  once 
to  the  courts  for  relief,  cease  from  all  further  ef- 
forts, and  sink  into  despondency  at  once.  Nothing 
paralyzes  more  the  energies  of  man  than  the  cheer- 
less and  annoying  frowns  of  rapacious  creditors. 
If  you  would  render  him  useful  to  society,  valu- 
able to  his  friends,  and  even  available  to  those 
creditors,  you  must  open  before  him  tho  bright 
field  of  hope;  soothe  the  pan^s  of  bitter  sorrow 
and  mortification:  stimulate  his  energies  by  en- 
couragement; and  do  not  conduct  so  towards  him 
that  he  must  feel  at  every  moment  the  uplifted  axe 
is  about  to  descend  upon  him.  It  is  the  fear  of 
this  fatal  axe  which  is  now  driving  many  into  prem- 
ature bankruptcy,  and  filling  the  courts  with  ap- 
plications. Between  bankruptcy  and  the  continued 
demand  of  the  Shylock's  last  pound  of  flesh,  hu- 
man nature  is  more  than  itself  if  it  selects  the 
heartless  demand.  It  is  the  encouragement  which 
this  law  holds  out,  that  has  Tterved  the  energies  of 
many  an  enterprising  man,  which  has  dissipated 
the  dark  cloud  that  overhung  many  a  debtor,  and 
opened  to  him  a  bright  sunshine.  It  is  this  law 
which  has  stimulated  enterprise,  and,  by  well-di- 
rected efforts,  has  paid  fully  many  debts  which, 
without  it,  would  have  been  discharged  by  insol- 
vency; and,  guided  by  the  star  of  its  bright  hope, 
many  an  unfortunate  debtor  will  yet  fully  indem- 
nify his  creditors,  and  reserve  to  himself  the  means 
of  comfortable  subsistence  in  old  age.  Then,  why 
should  we  rshly  repeal  it,  and  wither  so  many  fond 
hopes,  now  budding  into  usefulness  for  society? 

it  is  said  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional.  On 
that  point  Mr.  M.  would  say  but  a  word.  It  is  said 
that  it  impairs  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and 
hence  is  unconstitutional,  fie  believed  no  such  thing. 
Every  contract  has  been  made,  subject  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 
The  Constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land; 
that  declares  and  defines  the  power;  and  whenever 
a  contract  has  been  made,  it  was  in  view  of  that 
"supreme  law"— as  much  so  as  if  a  law  had  been 
spread  on  your  statute-book.  If  a  contract  had 
been  made  antecedent  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, then  this  law  would  be  unconstitutional  in 
its  application  to  thai  contract.  But  such  contracts 
alone  could  plead  an  exception;  all  others  must  sub- 
mit to  it.  But  it  is  said  that  we  must  confine  our 
act  to  the  meaning  of  a  "bankrupt  law"  as  under- 
stood at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution; 
and  we  are  carried  to  England,  to  her  bankrupt  act 
then  existing,  for  a  definition  of  the  term.  Well, 
what  do  we  fijidj  when  we  look  to  that  fountain  of 


learn ingi  Why,  nothing  more  than  that  England 
had  declared  that  her  subjects,  being  unable  to  pay 
their  debts,  might  surrender  their  effects  and  be  dis- 
charged; and  she  limited  this  right  to  a  favored 
feWjWhom  she  called  traders.  Now,  said  Mr.  M., 
what  is  the  principle?  Why,  that  a  surrender  of  as- 
sets entitles  to  a  discharge.  The  individuals  to 
whom  the  privilege  applies  is  a  question  of  expe- 
diency, ana  not  of  principle.  According  to  the 
assumption  made,  no  law  could  be  a  bankrupt  act, 
unless  the  whole  English  law,  with  its  forms,  pen- 
alties, rights,  punishments,  and  machinery,  were 
adopted  by  our  own  legislation.  The  argument 
carries  its  own  refutation. along  with  it;  for  no  one 
would  seriously  contend  that  we  had  no  discretion 
left  as  to  the  forms  we  might  employ.  Exercise 
that  discretion  for  a  moment,  ana  the  potent  as- 
sumption is  defeated.  Mr.  M.  said  that  if  evil  had 
grown  out  of  the  law,  all  admitted  good  might 
ct»me  of  it  hereafter.  Why,  then,  when  you  are 
about  to  reap  its  benefits,  would  you  repeal  iti 

SPEECH  OF  Mr.  S.  McROBERTS, 

OF  ILLINOIS. 
In    SenatCj  December  30,  1842,  and  January  9, 
1843.— On  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  in  fiivor  of  the  bill  for  its 
occupation  and  settlement. 

The  bill  "  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  and  for  extending  certain  portions  of  the 
laws  over  the  same,"  having  been  taken  up,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  motion  pending  was 
to  strike  out  the  preamble  to  the  bill,  which  is  in 
these  words:  "Whereas  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Territory  of  Oregon  is  certain,  and  will  not 
be  abandoned" — 

Mr.  McROBERTS  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows^ 

I  shall  vote,  Mr.  President,  against  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  preamble  to  this  bill.  There  is  no 
great  vitality  in  a  preamble  to  any  law;  but  the  one 
before  us  expresses  so  clearly  the  ri^ts  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  that  I  prefer  it  should  stand 
as  it  is.  But  whether  the  preamble  be  retained  in  the 
bill  or  not,  it  is  my  purpose  to-day  to  show  that  our 
title  to  the  Oregon  Territory  is  certain,  and  to  pre- 
sent those  reasons  which  I  hope  may,  to  some  ex- 
tent at  least,  induce  our  countrymen  never  to  aban- 
don it.  The  citizens  of  my  own  State  take  a  deep 
interest  in  this  question;  they  have  memorialized 
Congress  repeatedly,  for  years  past,  to  adopt  efficient 
means  for  the  settlement  and  occupation  of  the 
Oregon.  The  same  spirit  has  long  animated  the 
entire  population  of  the  West.  Nor  is  it  confined 
to  that  great  division  of  the  Republic,  but  other 
States— I  beUeve  firom  all  of  them  on  this  side  of  the 
Alleghanies,  at  some  time  or  other,  have  petitions 
been  received,  urging  this  measure  upon  the  atten- 
tion and  consideration  of  Congress.  So  fiir,  there- 
fore, as  the  public  voice  is  concerned — ^a  voice  which 
is  indispensable  in  all  great  undertakings — we  shall 
never  be  stronger  than  at  present.  We  have  the 
great  element  of  national  strength  and  power  upon 
our  side.  These  things  all  point  to  the  eonciusi^m, 
that  now  is  the  time. 

Sir,  there  are  other  considerations — great  and 
paramount  considerations— -connected  with,  and  de- 
pendent upon,  a  determined  and  speedy  action  upon 
this  bill.  Have  you  counted  the  cost  necessarily 
attendant  upon  delay  1  Have  you  weighed  well  the 
effect  of  procrastinatiion?  It  is  with  States,  as  it  is 
with  individuals,— 4ong  continued  neglect  of  .your 
own  rights  when  others  are  in  their  enjoyment,  sole- 
ly because  of  such  neglect,  may  ultimately  prove 
fatal  to  those  rights.  We  live  in  a  stirring  age;  the 
wants  of  the  human  race  increase  with  the  augmei^i- 
ation  of  its  numbers,  and  such  wants,  when  vacant 
territory  is  concerned,  seldom  ask  many  questions. 
Of  one  thing,  sir,  you  may  rest  assured:  if  you  re- 
fuse to  take  the  necessary  steps,  and  afford  the  necee 
.sary  protection,  to  cause  the  Oregon  to  be  populated 
by  your  citizens,  other  nations  will  populate  it  for 
you.  Already  great  numbers  have  gone  there,  who 
owe  allegiance  to  other  nations.  They  havo  asked 
no  questions,  and  we  have  interposed  no  obstacle. 
The  unsurpassed  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  the 
fertile  soil  of  the  Oregon,  its  contiguity  to  the  ocean, 


and  the  facility  to  commerce  witl\  other  portiom  of 
the  globe,  its  fisheries,  and  furs,  and  its  minerali, 
are  temptations  too  inviting  to  be  overlooked.  These 
are  the  temptations  which  Nature  offers  to  emigrants: 
to  pass  this  bill  is  but  to  follow  her  dictates.  To  pass 
it  now,  will  secure  the  advantages  to.  your  own  citi- 
zens, which,  if  neglected,  will  fall  into  other  hands. 

That  the  questions  cormected  with  the  Oregon 
should  have  remained  for  forty  years  unsettled,  is,  I 
think,  very  much  to  be  regretted.    The  mere  fact 
of  the  delay  has  operated  to  retard  individual  exer- 
tion in  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  coun- 
try.    But  this  has  not  been  the  fault  of  any  Prea- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  or  of  (he  Government;  for 
it  has  been  urged  on  Congress  from  that  quarter  on  « 
various  occasions  and  in  various  forms.     Repeated 
efforts  have  been  made  to  bring  the  questions  with 
Great  Britain  in   relation  to  the  Oregon  to  an  ami- 
cable adjustment,  though  hitherto  without  success. 
No  other  Government  but  that  of  Great  Britain 
would  have  desired  such  delays.     In  18 15,  at  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  an  admirable  opportunity  presented 
itself  to  settle  the   question  of  boundary;  but  it  was 
not  acted  upon.    In   1818,  our  minister  at  London  ' 
was  specially  instructed  to  press  the  final  settlement 
of  the  question  of  boundary.     It  was  so  pressed,  but 
nothing  definite  could  be  obtained.     Our  minister 
proposed  that  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude  (which 
was    the  then  established  boundary)  west  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  should  be  extended  across  the 
Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  should 
be  the  permanent  boundary;  the  north  to  belong  to 
Great  Britain,  and  the  soutA  to  the  United  States. 
This  the  British  Government  refused.   In  1826,  the 
United  States  proposed  a  renewal  of  the  discussion 
as  to  boundary.    Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr  Rush,  our 
ministers,  were  instructed  to  propose   (and  accord^ 
ingly  made  the  proposition)  that  the  49th  paraM 
of  latitude,  which  was    the  boundary  between  the 
British  possessions  ttnd    the  United  States,  west 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
should  be  the  permanent  boundary,  and  be  extended 
across  ,the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 
This  proposition,  and  by  which  the  then  adminis- 
tration proposed  to  surrender  all  claim  of  the  United 
States  between  the  49th   and  54th  parallel  of  lat- 
titude,  was  refused  by  Great  Britain.    Her  minis- 
ters, not  content  with  five  degrees  of  latitude  on  the 
P^fic  ocean,  which  lAd  been  offered  them,  pro- 
posed'that  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude  should  be 
extended  across  the  Rocky  Mountains  till  it  inter- 
sected the  northern  source  of  the  Cohimbia  river, 
%id  then  proceed  down  the  main  channel  to  the  sea. 
This,  being  wholly  inadmissible,  was  rgected;  and 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  (Mr.  Gallatin)  in- 
formed the  British  Government  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  absolved  from  its  ofier  to  abide  hj  the 
49th  parallel  of  latitude,  and  would  thereafter  insist 
upon  the  whole  territory  to  which  it  had  just  claim. 
Great  Britain,  however,  acted  in  the  spirit  of  her 
accustomed  policy;  and  one  part  of  that  policy  is, 
that  when  its  Government  has  in  point  of  fact  no 
strict  right  in  a  claim  once  set  up,  to  eSed  delay — 
to  procrastinate — to  put  off  its  adjustment;  well 
knowing  that  weak  pretensions  have   always  been 
strengthened  by  that  policy.      We  must  cut  the 
Gordian  knot,  and  take  possession;  or  Great  Britain 
will  accomplish  all  she  desires,  overrun  the  country 
with   her  people,   and  then  with  more  plausibility 
urge  her  claim,  upon  the  ground  that  she  is  bound 
to  afford  them   protection.     The   convention  which 
was  made  in   1818,  and  renewed  in  1827,  securing 
to  her  a  joint  occupancy  with  us,  has  been  made  \fy 
her  subservient  to  this  very  result.     Are  we  to  have 
no  end  to  these  delays?     Why   is  it  that  a  distin- 
guished nobleman  of  England,  (Lord   Ashburton,) 
who  was  sent  to  this  country  as  a  special  minister, 
and,  as  was   said,  to  settle",  if  possible,  all  disputes 
between  the  two  countries,  should  have  had  no  in- 
structions from  the  British  ministry  upon  this  sub- 
ject?    W*hen  the  British  Govemmept  had  the  right 
clearly  on  its  side,  there  is  not  an  iy  tance  on  record 
where  it  sought  for  delay.     Now,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  allow  that  it  is  always  proper  to  proceed 
deliberately;  ta  see  that  we  have  the  right  on  our 
side,  when  we  are  obliged  lo  go  into  sudi  matters. 
But  what  I  do  contend  for  is,  that  our  right  and 
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title  to  the  tenitoiy  claimed  by  ue  (take  from  lati- 
tude 42  to  49  degrees  north,  for  example)  ha^e  been 
long  since  bo  clearly  ascertained,  that  we  should  not 
)iave  Admitted  any  pretence,  for  delay  in  its  recogni- 
tion. Such  would  have  been  the  course  of  Great 
Britain  herself,  had  she  the  right  and  title  we  pos- 
sess.   •  , 

I  propose  to  state  onefly  the  grounds  of  our  title, 
to  show  that  it  has  been  long  dnce  rendered  plain 
and  indubitable.  I  will  try  and  present  the  subject 
in  «uch  a  manner  that  those  who  run  may  not  only 
read,  but  comprehend  also.  A  cherished  principle 
upon  which  our  people  have  always  acted,  is  first  to 
investigate,  tod  be  certain  that  they  are  right; 
because,  if  either  individuals  or  nations  must  quarrel, 
it  is  8he  of  the  cardinal  laws  of  being,  that— 

*Thrice  fa  he  armed  who  bath  hk  quaml  jutL" 

Let  us  commence  with  the  title  which  we  derived 
^from  Spain;  because  it  is  to  be  remembered  that, 
whatever  of  right  Spain  had  to  the  Northwest  coast, 
either  by  discovery,  occupancy,  or  purchase,  has 
been  transferred  to  us  in  the  most  enlarged  and 
ample  manner. 

lit.  From  1532  to  1540,  several  expeditions  were 
fitted  out  under  Spanish  authority,  and  explored 
California  and  the  coast  to  a  considerable  distance 
north  of  it.  The  commanders  were  Mazuela,  Gri- 
jalva,  Becera,  and  Ulloa.  Their  object  was  disc«v^, 
and  to  find  what  did  not  exist— «  water  commnnicap 
tion  through  to  the  Atlantic 

In  1540,  Coronado,  by  ordem  firom  the  viceroy, 
made  an  important  expedition  by  land  in  the  interior 
north  of  New  Mexico;  and  in  1548,  Bartolome 
Fenrelo  discovered  Cape  Blanco  in  48  degreee  north 
latitude. 

2d.  It  is  established  beyond  all  question,  that  in  a 
voyage  of  discovery  under  the  authority  of  t^pain,  in 
the  ytear  1592,  Juan  De  Fuca  discovered  and  travers- 
ed the  straits  which  bear  his  name.  The  straits 
enter  the  land  at  48  degrees  n<nrth  latitude,  and  ex- 
tend east  100  miles,  and  thence  northwest  250  miles, 
into  the  Pacific  again,  in  latitude  61  degrees;  that 
he  remained  twenty  days  in  the  straits,  landed  fre- 
quently, and  traded  with  the  natives.  It  further  ap- 
pears that  this  voyage  and  discovery  was  mode 
knowii  to  Gngland  by  letters  from  Michael  Lok,  the 
English  consul  at  Aleppo,  to  Lord  Treasurer  Cecil, 
and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Spain,  therefore,  first  dis- 
covered the  country,  and.  traversed  it  as  far  north  as 
61  degrees  north  latitude,  251  years  since,  and  184 
years  before  the  celebrated  voyage  of  Captain  Cook. 
3d.  In  1602  and  subsequent  years,  further  and 
more  extensive  surveys  were  made  of  the  coast  by 
Corvanand  Vizcaino,  under  the  Spanish  Government, 
extending  north  of  its  former  possessions;  and  on 
the  16th  of  January  1663,  Aguiler  discovered  the 
beautiful  river  Umqua,  which  is  within  our  boundary, 
in  latitude  44  degrees  north. 

4th.^  Complete  and  authentic  evidence  exists  that 
in  August,  1774,  Pere«  and  Martinez,  under  Spanish 
authority,  first  discovered  the  Sound  of  Nootka  be- 
tween latitude  49  and  50  degrees  north.  They 
called  it  San  Lorenzo.  (Humboldt,  p.  331.) 

6th.  That  equally  conclusive  evidence  exists  that 
Heceta,  Ayala,  and  Quadra,  Spanish  officers  and 
navigators,  discovered  the  bay  at  or  near  the  river 
Columbia. 

6th,  That  in  these  two  years  1774  and  1776,  the 
Northwest  coast  was  explored  by  Perez  and  Marti- 
nez, Spanish  navigators,  as  high  as  the  68th  degree  of 
north  latitude. 

7th.  That  in  pursuance  of  orders  firom  the  vice- 
l^y  of  Mexico,  then  under  the  Government  of  Spain, 
jjaninez,  with  two  armed  vessels,  took  possession  of 
Kootka  on  the  6th  of  May  1789;  and  it  is  aflirmed 
UiGrecnhow's  compilation,  upon  full  examination, 
*h»t,  "before  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  commander 
Mvrtinez  at  Nootka,  in  May  1789,  no  settlement, 
lactiry,  or  commercial  or  military  establishment 
whativer,  had  been  founded,  or  even^attempted;  and 
Ao  Jur«cliction  had  been  exercised  by  the  subjects  or 
Authoriies  of  any  civilized  nation  in  any  part  of 
Americabordering  upon  tiie  Pacific,  between  Port 
San  Franjisco  and  Prince  William's  Sound."  The 
first  bem^  in  latitude.  37  degrees  north,  and  the 
•«^ttd  in  Ititude  60  degrees. 
Such  we  he  prominent  points  showing  the  rights' 
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of  Spain  to  th^  Northwest  coast,  founded  upon  dis- 
covery and  occupancy.  Now,  the  United  States 
have  become  the  successors  of  Spain,  and  every  right 
she  had,  accor^g  to  the  law  of  nations  belongs  to 
us.  By  the  treaty  of  February  10,1768,  between 
Great  Britain,  France,  and'Spain,  England  was  con- 
firmed in  her  possession  to  the  Fren<£  provinces  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  she  relinquished  all  claim  to 
territory  beyonci  the  Mississippi.  Spain  acquired 
Louisiana  from  France  the  8d  of  November,  1762, 
and  held  it  until  October  1,  1800;  she  then  retro- 
ceded  it  to  France — **ihe  same  in  extent  as  it  now 
is  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  as  it  was  when  France 
^  formerly  possessed  it,  and  as  it  should  be  according  to 
the  treaties  snbsequentiy  made  between  Spain  and 
other  nations.''  Such  is  the  language  of  the  treaty. 
On  Uie  80Ui  of  April,  1808,  the  Firsi  Consul  of 
France  (Bonaparte)  ceded  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  language  of  the  deed  itself,  «with  all 
its  rights  and  appurtenances,  as  fully  and  in  the 
same  nuum^r  as  it  had  been  acquired  from  Spain" 
in  1800. 

Whatever  extent  Louisiana  possessed  under  either 
France  or  Spain,  became  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  The  discovery  by  La  Salle  of  the  river  St. 
Louis  (now  Mississippi)  gave  to  France,  according 
to  tile  law  of  nations,  the  whole  territory  watered 
by  it,  or  its  tributary  streams,  not  previously  occupied 
by  any  other  power.  This  extended  Louisiana  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains  on  th^  west,  and  up  the  main 
channel  to  its  source.  ■ 

By  the  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  commonly 
called  the  Florida  treaty,  the  boundary  between  tiie 
possessions  of  the  United  States  and  Spain  was 
established  at  latitude  42  degrees  north,  extending 
from  the  head-waters  of  the  Arkansas,  west,  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  And  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
declares  that  **his  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  said 
United  States  all  his  rights,  claims,  and  pretensions 
to  any  territories  east  and  north  of  the  said  line;  and 
for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  renounces  all 
claim  to  the  said  territories  forever."  This  is  the 
treaty  that  perfects  our  rights;  and  by  this  sweeping 
clause  invests  the  United  States  vrith  every  right, 
interest,  or  claim,  which  the  Spanish  monarchy 
possessed  upon  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  What  her 
discoveries  were,  extending  through  a  period  of  two 
hundred  and  fif^  years,  I  have  already  shown. 

So  much  for  our  title  to  the  Oregon,  derived  by 
treaty,  through  France  and  Spain.  Let  us  now  trace 
our  own  titie,  as  founded  upon  discovery  and  occu- 
pancy by  citizens  and  soldiers  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States. 

'  The  valuable  commerce  in  furs  and  skins  upon 
the  shores  of  the  •Pacific  induced  enterprising  mer- 
chants, shorUy  after  the  Revolution,  to  engage  in 
that  trade. 

On  the  30th  September,  1787,  Captains  Robert 
Gray  and  John  Kendrick  sailed  from  Boston  in  the 
ships  Washington  and  Columbia,  for  the  Northwest 
coast  The  Washington  arrived  at  Nootka  on  the 
17th  of  September,  1788,  and  the  Columbia  the 
latter  part  of  that  month;  at  which  place  both  vessels 
spent  the  winter.  The  next  year  Captain  Gray 
discovered  the  strait  of  Fuca,  and  passed  up  it  fif^ 
miles;  and  from  information  derived  from  the  natives, 
he  had  no  doubt  it  communicated  with  the  Pacific 
north  of  Nootka,  at  a  place  he  had  the  year  before 
called  Pintard's  Sound.  The  furs  collected  by  Gray 
and  Kendrick  they  sold  in  Canton.  -  Gray  returned 
to  the  United  States,  and  Kendrick  remained  upon 
the  coast  Gray  shortiy  after  again  sailed  for  the 
Northwest  coast,  and  on  the  7th  of  May,  1792,  he 
discovered  a  safe  harbor  in  latitude  47  degrees  north, 
and  which,  in  honor  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the  ship, 
he  called  Bulfinch's  harbor.  On  the  1  Ith  of  May, 
1792,  he  discovered  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
which  he  describes  as  being  a  broad  and  rapid  river, 
the  water  of  which  was  so  perfectly  fresh  that  the 
casks  of  the  ship  were  filled  within  ten  miles  of  the 
Pacific  He  ascended  the  river  twenty  miles;  he 
landed  and  examined  the  country,  and  remained 
there  trading  with  the  great  number  of  natives  that 
crowded  round  his  ship  in  their  canoes,  until  the 
20th  of  the  month,  when  he  sailed  out  into  the  Pacific. 
He  bestowed  the  name  of  his  ship— the  Columbia — 
upon  the  n9ble  river,  and  cfdled  the  promontory  on  1 
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the  north  Cape-  Hincock,  and  that  on  the  woth 
Cape  Adame. 

Such  is  the  account  given  by  Captain  Gnay  hin^ 
self  of  his  discovery  of  the  Columbia^  The  matanai 
facts  are  recoided-at  length  in  the  lo^-book^i^his  ship^' 
a  copy  of  which  has be«n  fdmiabedbj.BiIr.  Chfirl«i 
Bulfineh  iindar  oatlu  '   -»>' 

The  discovery  of  this.great  river  ofihe  Wcsbeon- . 
stitulqs  an  ImportaDt  era  in  the  history .  of  thecovti- 
try.  It  dpsofld  a.newchamnl.  of  comnranieatk'n 
from  the  ocean  to  tiie  Rocky  Meantaini ,«ai4  extend- 
ed, by  means  of  its  trihutaiies,  to  ahnost  aiery  part, 
of  one  of  the  most  fertile  jregions  u^on  the  'giobft. 
It  contributed  to  secune  So  the  county,  undat  wfaM** 
flag  the  discovery  was  madei,  a  title  t6  the  riTet,  aiid> 
the  magnificent  territory  which  ia  •watevsd  by  it. 

Since  tiie  Oregon  Territory  has  begun  to  be  un- 
derstood «nd  to  be  justly  appreciated,  the  British 
Government,  through  its'  ministervj  have  indulged- 
in  doubts — ^toay,  in  denial — as  to  Mr.  Gray"spriOT dis- 
covery of  the  Columbia.  In  order  tiiat  thet«  «hidl 
be  no  misunderstanding,- 1  will  give  the  Words  of  the- 
British  plenipotentiaries  in  their  communication'  in 
1826,  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  our  minister. 

They  say  that  ''Great  Britain  can  show  that,  in 
1788,  (that  is,  four  years  before  Gray  entered  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,)  Mr.  Mears,  a  lieutien- 
ant  in  the  royal  navy,  who  had.  been  sent  by  tiie 
East  India  Company  on  a  trading  expedition  to  the 
Northwest  coast  of  America,  had  already  minutely 
explored  that  coast  from  the  49th  to  the  45th  de- 
gree of  north  latitude;  had  taken  formal  possession 
of  the  straits  of  De  Fuca  in  the  name  of  his  sover- 
eign; had  purchased  land,  trafficked,  and  formed 
treaties  with  the  natives;  and  had  actually  entered 
the  bay  of  the  Columbia,  to  the  northern  headland, 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Disappointment' 
Dixon,  Scott,  Duncan,  Strange,  and  other  privale 
British  traders,  had  also  visited  these  shores  and 
countries  several  years  before  Gray;  but  the  sin^e 
example  of  Mears  suffices  to  quash  Gray's  daim  to 
prior  discovery;  To  the  other  navigators  above 
mentioned,  therefore,  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  mor« 
particularly." 

Let  us  proceed  to  examine  the  pretensions  of  the 
British  Government,  as  set  forth  in  the  extraordina-' 
ry  passage  here  quoted.  That  Mr.  Mears  should 
have  minutely  explored  that  coast— ''minutely  ex- 
plored'' are  the  words — and  yet  not  have  discovered 
a  river  which  is  seven  miles  wide' at  the  mouth, 
would  seem  to  be  too  great  a  tax  upon  the  credulity 
of  any  one.  That  he  should  have  entered  the  bay 
south  of  Cape  Disappointment  in  1788,  and  thereby 
furnished  his  Government  any  daim  to  the  Colum- 
bia, would  be  equally  incredible,  when  it  is  peattivfr* 
ly  proved  that  Heceta,  a  Spanish  navigator,  entered 
tiie  same  opening  in  1775,  and  actually  named  tha 
same  Entrada  de  HecetOyUkd  which  ia  so  refonaent^ 
ed  on  the  Spanish  maps.  That  Mr.  Meats  should 
have  taken  formal  possession  of  the  Strait  of  De 
Fuca,  and  that  such  act  should  be  relied  upon  as 
confinrring  any  right,  is  equally  wonderful— espeeial'* 
ly  when  it  is  remember^  that  the  said  strtaits  had 
been  discovered  and  navigated  from  one  end  to  the 
other  under  Spanish  authority,  and  therefore  rig^ 
fully  belorfged  to  Spain  for  a  period,  at  that  time,  eif 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  years.  Captain  Berice* 
ley,  under  AuHrian  colors,  entered  the  Strait  of  Dt 
Fuca  in  the  summer  of  1787,  one  year  befosa  Mears 
was  there.  Why  did  not  he  daim  it?  Berkeley, 
finding  it  in  the  latitude,  and  answering  the  descrip- 
tion Ti^ich  De  Fuca  had  given  of  it,  sm  which  ap* 
peered  upon  all  the  old  maps,  iimnediatdy  bestowed 
upon  it  the  name  of  its  discoverer,  und  callqd  it  the 
Strait  of  Juan  J)e  Fuca.  Captain  Gray,  of  the 
United  States,  landed  at  Nootka,  (which  is  on  the 
island  formed  by  this  strait,)  the  17th  of  September, 
1788;  Captain  Kendrick  joined  him  during  the  same 
month;  they  built  houses,  traded  vrith  t&enative% 
and  spent  the  winter  these*  Gray  sailed  up  tiiiii 
same  strait  fifty  miles.  The  reason  that  BerkBte^ 
and  Gray  made  no  daim  to  the  discoveiT'  efiihe 
Strait  of  Fuca  is,  because  they  knew  what  the  whole 
maritime  world  knew — ^that  the  Merit  bd«nged  to 
another;  and  that  the  strait  wopid  forerarbMr  tha 
name  of  its  rightful  discoverer.  -  - 

What  diNOveriea  were  jnade  by  ]>ixon^  9cot( 
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DuBcan,  Strange^  and  other  Bridah  tnden,  we  are 
not  told;  aad  for  a  very  good  reason.  Indeed,  they 
aeem  to  ha  named  only  to  fill  up  the  back  ground  of 
the  fHcture,  aa  the  aentence  concludea  by  saying  that 
the  single  example  of  Mears  snfl&ces  to  qaaah---ye8, 
^pukah  is  the  word— Gray's  ciaim  to  the  prior  dia- 
co^evjr  of  the  Colombia  river. 

Now,  it  so  happena  that  I  have  beforeme  a  piece 
of  andenoe  upon  this  sutrject,  tha^  cannot  &il  to  be 
interesting  to  the  Senate  and  the  country.  It  is  tes- 
timony written  at  the  time,  with  all  the  frankness 
of  a  gallant  sailor— and  that  sailor,  too,  an  officer  of 
Great  Britain.  I  read  it  here,  to  show  how  the  as- 
sumed &cts  and  conjured  up  arguments  of  a  British 
minister  to  sustain  a  bad  cause,  and  made  out  forty 
yean  after  the  date  of  the  transaction,  are  anni- 
hilated by  the  naked  statement  of  a  sailor,  and  he 
their  own  officer. 

I  read  from  the  second  volume  of  the  voyage  of 
discovery  of  Captain  George  Vancouver  to  the  north 
Pacific  ocean  in  1791-'92-'93-'94. 

Yanpouver  was  in  latitude  47o  37^  and  says  at 
page  41: 

'<At  four  o'clock  a  sail  was  discovered  to  the  west- 
ward, standing  in  shore.  This  was  a  very  great 
novelty,  not  having  seen  any  vessel  but  our  own  con- 
sort during  the  last  eight  months.  She  soon  hoisted 
American  colors,  and  fired  a  gun  to  leeward.  At  six 
we  spoke  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  ship  Columbia, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Robert  Gray,  belonging  to  Bos-* 
ton.  Having  little  doubt  of  his  being  tibe  same 
person  who  had  formerly  commanded  the  sloop 
Washington,  I  desired  he  would  bring  to,  and  sent 
Mr.  Puget  and  Mr.  Menzies  on  board  to  acquire 
such  information  as  might  be  serviceable  in  our  fu- 
ture operations. 

''On  the  return  of  the  boat,  we  found  our  con- 
jectures had  not  been  ill-grounded;  that  this  was  the 
same  gentleman  who  had  commanded  the  sloop 
Washington  at  the  time  we  were  informed.  She  had 
made  a  very  singular  voyage  behind  Nootka.  It  was 
not  a  little  remarkable,  that,  on  our  i^proach  to  this 
inland  sea,  (Strait" of  Be  Fuca,)  we  should  fall  in 
with  the  identical  person  who,  it  had  been  stated, 
had  sailed  through  it  His  relation  differed,  however, 
very  materially  from  that  published  in  England. 
He  assured  the  officers  that  he  had  penetrated  only 
fifty  miles  into  the  strait  in  question. 

''He  (Captain  Gray)  likewise  informed  them  ot 
his  having  been  off  the  mouth  of  a  river,  in  latitude 
46^  10',  where  the  outset  or  reflux  was  so  strong 
as  to  prevent  his  entering  for  nine  days." 

Page  68:  "The  river  Mr.  Gray  mentioned  should, 
firom  the  latitude  he  assigned  to  it,  have  existence  in 
the  bay  south  of  Cape  Disappointment  This  we 
passed  on  the  forenoon  of  the  27th;  and,  as  f  then 
observed,  if  any  inlet  or  river  should  be  found,  it 
must  be  a  very  intricate  one,  and  inaccessible  to 
vessels  of  our  burden.  Mr.  Qray  said  he  had  been 
several  days  attempting  to  enter  it  I  was  thorough- 
ly convinced,  as  were  also  most  persons  of  observa- 
tion on  board,  that  we  could  not  possibly  have  passed 
any  safe  navigable  opening,  harbor,  or  place  of 
•ecnrity  for  shipping,  on  this  coast,  from  C^te  Men- 
docino to  the  promontory  of  Classat:" — that  is, 
fiom  ^09  to  47^  3(K  north  latitude,  and  extending  a 
great  distance  both  north  and  south  of  the  Columbia. 

In  the  month  of  October  following,  when  the  wor- 
thy Captain  Vancouver  returned  to  Nootka,  and  saw 
Mr.  Quadra,  the  Spanish  commander,  he  changed  his 
opinion  upon  the  point  that  there  was  no  such 
river  as  the  Columbia,  or  no  hftrbor  on  the  coast 
lor  shipping.  The  13th  of  October,  at  page  388 
vol.  3d,  he  uses  this  language: 

**The  present  re-established  serenity  (of  weather) 
encouraged  me  to  hope  I  might  be  enabled,  in  our 
route  to  the  southward,  to  re-examine  the  coast,  and 
particularly  a  river  and  a  harbor  discovered  by  Mr. 
Gray,  in  the  ship  Columbia,  between  the  46th  and 
47th  degrees  of  latitude,  of  which  Sejlor  Quadra 
had  fiivored  me  with  a  aketeh.  For  this  purpose 
our  coarse  was  directed  along  shore  to  the  eastward, 
which  would  affi>rd  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  Spanish  survey  between  Nootka  and  De  Fuca's 
•traits." 

This  last  passaga  containa  thi«e  highly  important 
admisaioosf 


1st.  That  Mr.  Gray  had  discovered  the  river 
Columbia. 

2d.  That  he  had  discovered  a  harbor  (meaning 
Gray's  harbor)  north  of  the  river;  and  that  both  these 
discoveries  had  been  made  upon  a  coast  where  he 
(Vancouver)  had  declared,  in  April  before,  that  no 
river,  no  harbor,  or  opening,  existed. 

3d.  That  the  Spaniards  had  previously  made  a 
survey  of  the  coast  from  Nootka  Sound  to  De  Fu- 
ca's  straits. 

Accordingly,  on  the  16th  of  October,  at  page  393, 
we  have  the  following  order  of  Captain  Vancouver: 

'*I  directed  Mr.  Whidley,  taking  one  of  the  Dis- 
covery's boats,  should  proceed  in  the  Dedalus  to 
examine  Gray's  harbor,  said  to  be  situated  in  lati- 
tude 46°  53';  whilst  the  Chatham  and  Discovery 
explored  the  river  Mr.  Gray  had  discovered  in  the 
latitude  46°  1(K." 

Page  395:  <'In  the  afternoon,  when  having  nearly 
reached  Cape  Disappointment,  which  forms  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  Columbia  river,  (so  named  by 
Mr.  Gray,)  I  directed  the  Chatham  to  lead  into  it." 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  was  ever  proof  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  fact  more  conclusive  than  that  here 
exhibited — that  Captain  Gray  was  the  first  discoverer 
of  the  great  river  of  the  West!  This  old  volume 
which  I  have  found  in  the  library  contains  the  regular 
journal  of  daily  entries,  made  by  Captain  Vancouver 
from  April  to  October,  1792.  The  information  fur- 
nished to  him  by  Captain  Gray,  of  the  strait  of 
Fuca,  of  Gray's  harbor,  and  of  the  Columbia  river, 
is  repeatedly  mentioned.  Captain  Vancouver  ob- 
jected, in  April,  that  there  was  any  such  river  or 
bay.  When  he  returned  in  October,  and  learned  the 
particulars  from  Quadra,  and  received  from  him  a 
diagram  of  both,  he  directs  the  bay  to  be  examined 
by  Whidley,  and  orders  the  other  vessel  to  lead 
into  the  Columbia.  He  examines  them,  and  admits 
that  Gray  was  the  discoverer.  In  the  face  of  proof 
like  this,  is  it  not  amazing  that  the  British  ministers 
in  1826  should  declare  to  Mr.  Gallatin  that  the  dis- 
coveries of  Mears  suffice  to  "quash"  Gray'a  claim 
to  prior  discovery? 

The  connected  testimony  of  their  own  witness, 
entered  in  his  daily  joumid,  and  deti&led  in  all  the 
simplicity  of  truth,  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  qucuh 
a  thousand  such  claims  as  those  of  Mears.  It  does 
not  only  destroy  all  pretensions  on  the  part  of  Mears, 
but  it  annihilates  the  arguments  of  the  ministry  in 
sustaining  it  As  long  as  that  noble  stream  shall 
bear  the  rich  commerce  that  is  destined  to  float  upon 
its  bosom  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea,  so  long 
will  this  evidence  hold  up  to  the  living  world  the 
name  and  character  of  its  undoubted  discoverer. 

There  is  another  branch  of  this  subject  to  be  con- 
ndered,  and  which  completes  the  view  of  our  title 
to  the  country  by  discovery.  Mr.  Jefferson  nom- 
inated on  the  11th  January,  1803,  Messrs.  Livings- 
ton and  Monroe  to  the  Senate  as  ministers  to  nego- 
tiate for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  On  the  18th  of 
that  month,  he  recommended  an  appropriation  for 
an  expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  30th  of 
April,  1803,  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  signed;  and 
on  the  14th  of  May,  1804,  Captains  Lewis  and 
Clarke  entered  the  Missouri  river  on  their  western 
expedition.  Of  the  importance  of  that  expedition — 
of  the  privations  and  hardships  which  were  en- 
dured in  its  perfonnanco->of  the  unrivalled  intre- 
pidity, courage,  and  talent,  displayed  by  its  com- 
manders and  the  whole  par^,  it  is  not  now  my  pur- 
pose to  speak.  These  things  are  known,  and  fill  up 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  thrilling  pages  in 
our  history.  The  expedition  traversed  the  Missouri 
to  its  sources  among  the  Stony  Mountains,  crossed 
them  in  latitude  47  degrees  north,  found  the  head 
waters  of  the  Columbia,  constructed  cauoes,  and 
passed  down  the  river;  and  on  the  1 5th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1805,  landed  at  Cape  Hancock,  upon  the  Pacific 
ocean.  Lewis  and  Clarke  and  their  party  passed  the 
winter  at  an  encampment  erected  by  them  south  of 
the  Columbia,  near  its  mouth.  They  traded,  hunted, 
and  fished  with  the  Indians,  and  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1806,  started  for  the  United  States.  They 
followed  the  Columbia  in  their  canoes  to  its  falls, 
and  thence  travelled  by  land  to  the  mountains. 
One  party,  under  Captain  Lewis,  crossed  the  moun- 
tains directly  east  to  the  falls  of  the  Missouri;  while 


the  other  party,  under  Captain  Clarke,  erossedioafli 
to  the  sources  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  and  passed  down 
it  to  its  mouth,  where  the  parties  were  re.Tuiited, 
and  on  the  23d  of  September,  1806,  arrived  at  8u 
Louis.  This  was  the  first  instance  in  which  the 
Oregon  Territory  and  the  Columbia  river,  ftom  its 
source  to  its  mouth,  had  ever  been  tiavenedby 
civilized  man.  The  whole  country  on  the  route, 
for  more  than  three  thousand  miles,  was  tubUme 
wilderness.  Lewis  and  Clarke  were  not  menabont 
whom  posterity  can  err.  They  are  of  the  namber 
of  those  whose  acts  stand  in  high  relief  before  the 
world,  and  whose  courage,  self-command,  and  in- 
domitable perseverance  awakened  new  impulses  in 
the  age  in  which  God  had  placed  them  upon  earth. 

The  trip  was  undertaken  by  the  Govemment  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  discovery;  it  was  intended 
to  accomplish  an  exploration  of  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 
It  was  intended  to  found  a  claim  to  that  territory  in 
virtue  of  such  discovery,  and  in  furtherance  of  our 
existing  rights  from  the  4iBcovery  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  by  Captain  Gray.  The  notoriety  of 
the  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  the  pub- 
lication  of  their  journal,  were  notice  to  the  world  of 
our  purposes,  and  of  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

Our  enterprising  citizens  have  traversed  poitiont 
of  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Rocky  Moun* 
tains  often  since,  and  as  far  south  as  the  Mexican 
settlements.  Emanuel  Lisa,  Hunt,  Henry,  and 
others  of  Missouri,  could  be  named;  and  Genanl 
Thomas  James,  of  my  own  State.  These  noble 
men,  though  engaged  in  individual  parsnits,  ex- 
plored our  remote  possessions,  and  from  their  in- 
trepidity and  talents  made  the  name  and  character 
of  their  country  respected  in  the  remotest  regions 
of  the  West.  Their  names  are  known  among  all 
the  tribes,  and  by  their  exertions  and  sacrifices  tbs 
rights  of  our  country  are  engraved  upon  the  moon* 
tains. 

In  furtherance  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
to  Oregon,  founded  upon  prior  discovery,  there  was 
an  occupancy  of  the  countiy  under  our  flag  of  gnat 
notoriety,  and  a  subsequent  act  of  the  British  Gov. 
emment  recognising  our  rights  founded  upon  tbat 
occupancy.  I  refer  to  the  establishment  of  Astoria, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  In  1810  the 
party  lefl  the  United  States,  with  the  necessary  mats- 
rial  and  men;  part  sailed  from  New  York,  and  part 
crossed  the  country  by  land,  and  all  met  at  the  mou& 
of  the  Columbia  in  the  spring  of  1811.  Astoria 
.was  established,  houses  and  other  buildings  erected, 
gardens  enclosed  and  cultivated,  a  vessel  built  and 
launched,  and  trading-posts  located  in  the  interior  ss 
high  as  the  mouth  of  the  Okanagan,  which  is  four 
hundred  miles  up  the  Columbia.  The  party  engaged 
in  hunting  and  trapping,  and  carried  on  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  trade  vrith  the  natives.  Their  fort 
and  skins  they  shipped  to  Ctmton.  The  proceeds 
were  sent  to  the  United  States  in  silks,  teas,  snd 
other  products  of  the  East  India  markets. 

The  establishment  at  Astoria — ^though  it  encoun- 
tered some  reverses,  and  especially  in  the  murder  bj 
the  Indians  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  Tonquin  (ir 
which  bloody  affair,  one  of  the  crew,  rather  than  suflfe: 
himself  to  be  murdered  by  their  hands,  blew  up  th« 
vessel,  after  the  enemy  had  overpowered  them,)— tbi 
establishment,  I  say,  notwithstanding  its  reverses,  badi 
fair  to  be  highly  prosperous.  It  had  the  entire  con*- 
mand  of  the  fur  trade  through  the  whole  extent  d 
the  valley  of  the  Columbia.  It  was  the  first  penni- 
nent  establishment  ever  made  there.  Arrangementt 
at  St.  Petersburg  had  been  made  by  it,  for  the  cxcli* 
sive  trade  with  the  Russian  settlements  in  the  noih 
Pacific.  There  was  not  one  British  subject  in  ^ 
territory.  The  news  of  ihe  war  of  1812  was  caned 
from  Canada,  by  one  of  the  Northwest  CompanMn 

1813,  and  communicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  Asto- 
ria. He  was  also  the  bearer  of  intelligence  that  a 
naval  force  was  on  its  way  from  England»^o  lake 
possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.    '*«  "nia 

ntelligence  was  received  from  other  qh^lers.  A 
fraudulent  sale  was  then  made  of  the  fur  and  other 
property,  to  a  party  of.  the  British  Nort>e*t  Com- 
pany; and  shortly  after  an  English  ship  oWar  entered 
the  Columbia  river,  and  took  poesesuA  of  the  fort 
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tnd  buiMingf  at  Astoria,  changed  the  name  to  Fort 
George,  and  hoisted  the  British  flag. 

This  was  an  act  of  public  war.  The  place  fell  by 
belHgersnt  capture.  The  property  belonged  to  citi- 
ceni  of  the  United  States,  and  was  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  flag.  England  acquired  no  other  right 
than  that  which  grew  out  of  the  laws  of  war.  I  have 
detailed  the  material  facts  of  the  transaction,  in  order 
to  ihow  that  England  herself  did  not  regard  that 
capture  as  of  any  posseanion  or  territory  of  hers. 
Immediately  after  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  the  United 
States  demanded  the  restoration  of  Astoria,  in  pur- 
floance  of  the  stipulations  in  the  first  article,  which 
provided  that  all  territory,  places,  and  possessions, 
captured  by  one  party  from  the  other  during  the 
war,  should  be  restored. 

Accordingly,  after  writing  two  letters  denying  our 
right  to  be  restored  to  possession;  and  after  an  at- 
tsmpt  to  have  the  question  referred  to  an  umpire, 
which  our  Government  refused;  and  afler  an  armed 
veaael  of  the  United  States  had  actually  sailed  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
occupying  Astoria,  and  finding  that  nothing  would 
do  but  the  restoration  of  the  rort  and  property,  the 
British  Government  surrendered  it. 

The  act  of  delivery  is  worth  reading,  to  show 
the  good  taste  in  which  that  Government  can  do 
things,  and  also  to  show  the  unqualified  terms  in 
whidi  the  restoration  was  made.  It  is  in  these 
wotds: 

**In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  signified  in  a  despatch  from 
the  right  honorable  the  Earl  Bathurst,  addressed  to 
the  partners  or  agents  of  the  Northwest  Company, 
bearing  date  the  27th  January,  1818,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  a  subsequent  order,  dated  the  26th  of  July, 
from  W.  H.  Bhemff,  Esq.,  captain  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Andromache,  we,  the  undersigned,  do,  in  con- 
fomiily  to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
nstore  to  the  Government  of  the  United  6tates, 
through  its  agent,  J*  B.  Provost,  Esq.,  the  settlement 
of  Fort  George  on  the  Columbia  river.    Given  under 
oar  handa,   in  triplicate,  at  Fort  George,  (Columbia 
river,)  this  6th  day  of  October,  1818. 

F.  HICKEY, 
Captain  efff,  M.  Ship  Slottom, 

J.  KEITH, 
Of  the  JVorthwett  Company** 

We  ware,  therefore,  restored  to  the  possession  of 
Astoria  in  the  most  ample  manner;  and  the  United 
States  have  been  in  the  legal  possession  ever  since. 

In  1818  Lord  Castlereagh  admitted  the  full  right 
<^  the  Americans  to  be  reinstated,  and  to  be  the 
party  in  po— cesion  while  treating  of  title.  By  the 
conrentional  law  of  Europe,*  the  consummation  of 
the  inchoate  title  gained  by  discovery  is  the  forma- 
tion of  settlementB  in  the  country  discovered.  This 
is  a  safe  and  well-settled  rule;  and  we  can  justly  say, 
that  both  by  right  of  discovery,  and  by  continued  acts 
of  owneiahi^y  as  well  as  by  the  title  derived  through 
France  and  Spain,  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
settled  law  of  nations,  has  a  clear  and  undoubted 
right  and  title  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

There  is  another  branch  of  this  subject  to  be  con- 
sidered. It  is  as  to  the  validity  of  the  claim  which 
England  has  made  to  that  territory.  I  propose  to 
state  the  nature  of  this  claim,  that  it  may  be  seen  in 
connexion  with  the  view  I  have  presented  of  our 
own.  The  subject  is  one  of  great  interest,  and  an 
examination  of  its  merits  cannot  be  uninteresting  to 
the  country.  England  places  her  claim  upon  the 
right  of  discovery,  and  upon  a  treaty  with  Spain 
dated  in  1790.  The  first  English  navigator  that  is 
mentioned  as  conferring  any  claim  is  Sir  Francis 
Drake.  He  sailed  from  Plymouth  in  1577,  and 
arrived  in  the  Pacific  the  next  year.  England  and 
Spain  were  at  peace;  but  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at 
the  Spanish  towns  of  Gautulco,  Acapulco,  and  others 
in  Mexico,  ho  commenced  a  system  of  robbery  upon 
their  to'wnsand  ships,  that  was  altogether  new  to  the 
Sjwniardfl.  We  do  not  know  what  his  instructions 
were;  but  one  thing  is  certain — that  he  meant  to  let 
the  Spaniards  know  that  there  was  such  a  man  as 
Sir  Francifl  Ihake.  He  certainly  created  quite  a 
sensation,  for  the  historian  says  that  the  bare  men- 
tion of  hifl  name  would  horrify  the  people  for  a  centu- 
ry  aftarwards.    After  he  had  thus  amused  himself. 


he  sailed  up  the  coast  to  43  degrees  north;  and  then 
returned  to  the  coast  at  38  degrees,  repaired  his  ship, 
called  the  country  New  Albion,  accepted  the  crown 
from  the  natives  in  the  name  of  her  Majesty  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  arrived  in  England  in  1680.  The 
whole  of  the  coast  seen  by  Brake,  so  far  as  we  can 
judge  from  the  evidence,  had  been  explored  under 
the  authority  of  Spain  thirty-six  years  before,  and 
several  times  within  that  period. 

Sir  Thomas  Cavendish  next  attempted  the  circum- 
navigation of  the  globe,  in  the  list  of  English  adven- 
turers. He  does  not  appear  to  have  seen  as  much 
of  the  coast  as  Drake  had  before  him. 

The  next  name  that  appears  in  the  list  of  English 
discoverers,  is  one  that  has  be^  made  immortal  by 
his  public  services,  and  by  the  justice  and  excellence 
of  his  character.  I  mean  the  celebrated  Captain 
Cook.  England  was  anxious  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  or  was  not  a  northern  passage  by  water 
connecting  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  She 
despatched  ships  forth  at  purpose,  at  the  same  time, 
to  the  north  Pacific,  and  to  Baffin's  Bay.  Captain 
Cook  was  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  .expedition 
to  the  Pacific. 

He  was  instructed  to  fisdl  in  with  the  Northwest 
coast  at  latitude  45,  to  recruit  his  wood  and  water, 
and  then  to  sail  to  latitude  65  degrees  north,  and 
there  to  begin  his  examination  for  *<a  water  passage 
pointing  towards  Hudson  or  Baffin's  Bay."  If  he 
became  convinced  that  no  such  communication  ex- 
isted, he  was  to  explore  the  seas  north  as  far  as  he 
could.  He  was  to  take  possession  of  such  countries 
as  he  might  discover,  that  had  not  already  been  dis- 
covered or  visited  by  other  'European  powers.  He 
was  not  to  touch  upon  any  part  of  the  Spanish  do- 
minions, unless  driven  there  by  accident.  He  was 
to  give  no  offence  to  the  subjects  of  his  Cathohc 
Majesty  or  of  Russia,  but  to  treat  them  with  friend- 
ship. Such  is  the  substance  of  Cook's  instructions. 
They  clearly  point  out  the  objects  of  his  voyage,  and 
the  views  of  the  British  Government.  Cook  sailed 
from  England  and  reached  the  Northwest  coast  in 
1778.  *  He  6aw  Cape  Blanco  in  latitude  43,  and 
Cape  Flattery  in  latitude  48.  But  he  did  not  see 
the  mouth  of^the  Columbia,  nor  the  strait  of  Fuca. 
The  29th  of  March,  1778,  he  anchored  in  Nootka 
Sound.  He  remained  there  four  weeks,  repairing 
his  vessels,  and  trading  with  the  Indians.  He  found 
they  had  weapons  of  iron,  and  ornaments  of  brass. 
One  chief  had  two«silver  spoons  of  Spanish  manu- 
facture. He  saw  Mount  San  Jacinto,  which  had 
been  named  four  years  before  by  Bodega,  and  Mount 
St  Elias,  described  in  Bheringf s  voyage.  He  con- 
tinued his  examinations  north,  passed  into  the  Arc- 
tic ocean,  to  the  western  extremity  of  America,  and 
crossed  over  to  Asia,  naming  the  strait  afler  Bhering, 
in  honor  of  its  first  discoverer.  He  traced  the  coast 
of  America  to  latitude  70  degrees  30  mihutes  nprth, 
when  he  had  to  return  in  consequence  of  the  ice. 
He  found  no  passage  to  the  Atlantic,  because  none 
existed.  The  remainder  of  his  history  is  known  to 
the  world.  He  visited  the  Russian  settlement  at 
Unalashka  on  his  way  to  the  south,  and  arrived  at 
Owyhee,  where,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1779,  this 
gallant  and  generous  man  was  murdered  by  savages. 

The  examinations  and  surveys  of  Cook  in  the 
north  Pacific  are  of  imperishable  value.  They 
opened  to  the  world  a  new  theatre  for  enterprise. 
But  his  instructions  and  the  settled  laws  of  nations 
prevented  him  from  acquiring  any  rights  by  discov- 
ery to  the  Oregon  Territory.  His  operations  were 
directed  to  regions  far  nordi,  and  his  discovery  of 
the  Capes  Blanco  and  Flattery,  and  landing  at  Noot- 
ka, gave  no  right  to  England;  for  all  these  points  had 
been  previously  seen  and  explored  by  Spanish  navi- 
gators. Nootka  Sound  had  been  occupied  by  Perez 
in  1774,  which  was  four  years  before  Cook  arrived. 
The  subsequent  navigators,  M^&rs,  Vancouver,  and 
others,  were  nothing  but  trespassers  upon  the  dis- 
coveries of  Spain  and  of  the  United  States. 

The  next  ground  of  title  assumed  by  Great  Brit- 
ain is  founded  upon  a  treaty  with  Spain.  It  is, 
therefore,  necessary  that  we  look  into  the  provisions 
of  that  treaty.  In  1826,  upon  the  renewal  of  the 
discussion  in  regard  to  the  Oregon  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  Mr.  Huskisson  and 
Mr.  AddmgtoD,  the  miniBters  of  Great  Britain,  in  a 


communication  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  state  their  claim 
growing  out  of  the  Spanish  treaty  in  these  words: 

^  Great  Biitain  claims  no  exclusive  sovereignty 
over  any  portion  of  the  territory  on  the  Pacific,  be- 
tween the  42d  and  49th  parallel  of  latitude;  her 
present  claim — ^not  in  respect  to  any  part,  but  to  the 
whole — is  limited  to  a  right  of  joint  occupancy  in 
common  with  other  States,  leaving  the  right  of  ex- 
clusive dominion  in  abeyance f  and  her  pretensions 
tend  to  the  mere  maintenance  of  her  own  rights,  in 
resistance  to  the  exclusive  character  of  the  preten- 
sions of  the  United  States. 

"The  rights  of  Great  Britain  are  recorded  and 
defined  in  the  convention  of  1790,  (with  Spain;) 
they  embrace  the  right  to  navigate  the  waters  of 
those  countries,  to  settle  in  and  over  any  part  of 
them,  and  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  and  occupi- 
ers of  the  same.  It  is  admitted  that  the  United 
States  possess  the  same  rights;  but,  beyond  those 
rights,  they  possess  none."  , 

Here,  then,  we  have  not  only  the  rights  of  Great 
Britain  defined.  Cut  we  are  modestly  told  whtft  are 
our  rights.  Her  claim,  it  is  said,  is  Ihnited  to  a  right 
of  joint  occupancy  in  common  ^with  oMer  State9» 
What  other  Statesi  In  1826,  did  any  other  Gov- 
ernment but  ours  (excf^t  the  claim  she  v^as  put- 
ting foirth)  lay  claim  to  it?  Spain,  France,  and 
Russia,  had  all  renounced  to  us,  and  the  boundaries 
were  established.  And  is  England  to  decide  that 
the  only  right  to  Oregon,  in  favor  of  any  Govern- 
ment, is  a  mere  possessoiy  one;t  and  that  it  is  a  com- 
mon right  equally  belonging  to  other  Statet?  If 
so,  it  would  seem  that  our  treaties  with  France,  Spain, 
and  Russia,  are  to  be  abrogated;  that  our  right  to 
Oregon  must  be  abandoned;  and  that  henceforth 
it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  country  subject  to  the  claim 
of  any  "other  States"  of  the  world.  The  avowal 
of  doctrines  so  monstrous,  and  so  wholly  at  war  with 
the  settled  law  of  nations,  only  proves  the  utter 
groundlessness  of  her  claim. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  her  ministers  declared 
that  "the  rights  of  Great  Britain  are  recorded  and 
defined  in  the  convention  of  1790"  with  Spain. 
And  then  let  us  proceed  to  examine  what  are  the 
'rights,  the  breadth  and  length  of  which  are  record- 
ed in  that  convention.  Here  is  the  fifUi  article,  the 
one  upon  which  these  supposed  English  rights  are 
founded : 

"Art  5.  As  well  in  the  places  which  are  to  be 
restored  to  the  British  subjects  by  virtue  of  the  first 
article,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  northwestern 
coast  of  North  America,  or  of  the  islands  adjacent, 
situate  to  the  north  of  the  coast  already  occupied 
by  Spain,  wherever  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  two 
powers  shall  have  made  S3ttlements  since  the  month 
of  April,  1789,  or  shall  hereafter  make  any,  the  sub- 
jects of  the  other  shall  have  free  access,  and  shall 
carry  on  their  trade  without  any  disturbance  or  moles- 
tation." 

Now,  in  vfhat  plapcB,  or  upon  what  "parts"  of 
the  northwestern  coast  of  North  America,  did  this 
article  operate?  Is  it  upon  the  whole  Northwest 
coast,  or  only  upon  a  part  of  it?  The  plain  language  of 
the  article  furnishes  the  answer.  It  is  upon  the 
"parts  of  the  northwestern  coast,  or  of  the  islands 
adjacent,  situate  to  the  north  of  the  coatt  already 
occupied  by  Spain,  wherever  the  eubjecte  of  either 
of  the  troo  powere  .shall  have  made  eettlemente 
since  tlie  month  of  April,  1789."  And  what  parts  of 
the  northwest  coast  of  North  Americadid  the  subjects 
of  either  Spain  or  England  then  occupy  by  settle- 
ments made  after  the  month  of  April,  1789?  It  is 
proved  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  only  place  upon 
which  either  Spanish  or  British  subjects  made  set- 
tlements between  the  month  of  April,  1789,  and  the 
28th  of  October,  1790,  the  date  of  the  convention, 
was  at  Nootka  Sound.  The  testimony  furnished  by 
England  and  Spain,  and  the  letters  of  Captain  Gray 
and  Joseph  tngraham,  all  concur  in  proving  this. 
Nootka  was  head^quarters.  The  ships,  after  ob- 
taining their  supply  of  furs,  sailed  from  there  direct- 
ly to  Canton.  The  language  of  the  convention 
could  not  refer  to  the  ancient  southern  settlements 
at  California  or  San  Francisco.  The  dispute  had 
grown  out  of  disturbances  at  Nootka,  upon  the  North- 
west coast  Spain  occupied  Nootka;  so  had  Eng- 
land; the  convention  looked  to  that  occupation- 
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The  joint  occupancy  wa<  not  to  be  to  the  south, 
but  ezclufively  north  of  the  parts  so  occupied. 
And  Nootka  is  in  latitude  49^  40^,  which  is  two 
hundred  and  foity  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  rirer.  That  convention,  therefore,  never 
gave  to  England  thq  right  to  occupy  a  foot  of  terri- 
toty  south  of  Nootka  Sound. 

Sir,  no  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  river 
is  included  in  that  treaty.  And  Mr.  Huskisson  and 
Mr.  Addington,  in  stating  that  <'the  rights  of  Great 
Britain  are  recorded  and  defined  in  the  convention 
of  1790  with  Spain,"  have  admitted  that  England 
has  no  rights  whatever  south  of  Nootka. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  in  this  construc- 
tion of  th^  treaty  of  1 790, 1  am  sustained  by  the  high- 
est possible  evidence.  I  am  sustained  by  the  author- 
ity of  British  statesmen,  who  supported  that  treaty 
when  Mr.  Pitt  brought  it  before  Parliament.  Lread 
from  the  38th  volume  of  Parliamentary  History. 
The  J}uhe  ofjfontrote,  who  moved  an  address  of 
thanks  to  his  Majesty  for  having  made  the  treaty, 
said: 

«We  are  not  only  restored  to  Nootka,  but,  by  an 
express  stipulation,  we  may  participate  in  a  more 
northern  settlement,  if  we  should  fbid  at  any  time 
that  a  more  northern  situation  would  be  preferable 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  trade." 

Mr.  Dundas  said:  "At  Nootka  we  have  obtained 
a  specific  right  of  settlement  to  trade  and  fish," 
page  980. 

Mr.  Smith,  another  friend  of  the  ministry,  and 
who  warmly  supported  the  treaty,  said: 

''The  whole  coast  of  Prince  William's  Sound  was 
free  lor  us  to  settle  on,  no  place  being  occupied 
there  by  a  Spanish  colony." 

And  where  is  Prince  William's  Sound?  Mr.  McR. 
said,  by  turning  to  the  map  it  appeared  that  it  is  situ- 
ated directly  west  of  Mount  St.  t^lias,  in  the  60th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  being  nine  hundred  miles 
north  of  Columbia  river. 

Hero  we  have  the  construction  put  upon  the 
treaty  by  its  friends,  that  the  right  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  to  make  settlements  was  to  be  to  the 
north  of  Nootka.  The  same  volume  (said  Mr.  McR.) 
contains  the  opinions  of  members  of  Parliament  who 
were  opposed  to  the  treaty. 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Fox,  of  whose  talents  and 
sagacity  I  need  not  speak  here,  in  the  debate  upon 
the  convention,  said: 

"Our  right  before  was  to  settle  in  any  part  of  South 
or  Northwest  America  not  fortified  against  us  by 
previous  occupancy;  and  we  are  now  restricted  to 
settle  in  certain  places  only,  and  under  ccrt^iin  re- 
strictions." Again,  at  page  996  he  says:  **  We  had 
obtained  an  admission  of  our  rights  to  settle  to  the 
northj  and  even  that  we  had  not  obtained  with 
clearness,  as  'Spanish  settlements'  were  the  only 
msfkoflimits." 

Jjord  JVorth  said : 

''Was  it  not  necessary  to  ^now  the  reasons  for 
so  vague  a  delineation  oC  our  rights  in  the  North- 
western American  seas,  as  the  convention  contained; 
and  of  the  boon  of  Spain's  not  colonizing  beyond 
the  most  northern  of  her  settlements]" 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  said: 

"As  to  the  particular  terms  of  the  convention 
just  concluded,  it  stipulated,  with  respect  to  Nootka 
Sound,  what  was  either  pernicious  or  trifling.  It 
appeared  madness  to  think  of  colonies,  afler  what 
had  passed  in  North  America." 

The  last  remark,  you  perceive,  is  a  very  pointed 
one;  and  being  made  but  nine  years  after  ^e  Revo- 
lution, its  import  was  well  understood. 

Sir,  many  members  denounced  the  ministry,  in 
terms  of  bitter  reproach,  because  the  treaty  had  not 
secured  to  them  more  of  the  Northwest  coast,  and 
because  the  British  were  restricted  in  their  settle- 
ments to  the  tcrritoiy  north  of  Nootka. 

Lord  Perchtster  said: 

"A  conduct  80  absurd  and  pernicious,  so  desti- 
tute of  all  policy,  the  history  of  nations  cannot  ex- 
hibit. Bullying  so  unprovoked,  evaporating  at 
length  in  a  convention  so  unmeaning,  confidence 
given  so  liberally,  and  so  illy  rewarded,  never  was 
paralleled.  Bid  not  the  event,  he  asked,  confirm 
the  very  general  observation  without  doors,  that  we 


had  a  ministry  who  had  neither  courage  to  make 
war,  nor  the  skill  to  make  peacel" 

And,  sir,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  this  very  subject  of 
boundary,  and  the  exclusion  of  the  British  traders 
from  the  country  south  of  Nootka — that  is,  fi-om 
the  whole  valley  of  the  Columbia  river — was  pressed 
upon  the  ministry  as  a  dereliction  of  duty,  vicith  all 
the  strength  and  eloquence  of  a  most  talented  oppo- 
sition. This  point  was  never  denied  by  the  minis- 
try or  their  fnends.  The  treaty  was  defended  on 
other  grounds,  and  was  adopted,  with  the  admission 
of  its  friends,  and  the  charge  of  its-  opponents,  that 
the  British  right  of  joint  occupancy  with  Spain 
was  confined  to  the  country  north  of  Nootka  Sound. 
And  yet,  sir,  it  was  in  this  treaty — ^ay,  this  far- 
famed  treaty — that,  in  1826,  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr. 
Addington  averred  that  "the  ri^ts  of  Great  Britain 
are  recorded  and  defined." 

I  take  them  at  their  word;  and  the  history  now 
exhibited,  the  concurrent  testimony  of  its  firiends  and 
opponents  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  together  with 
the  language  of  the  treaty  itself,  all  prove  that  it 
gave  to  Great  Britain  no  right  at  all  to  any  part  of 
Oregon.  We  look  to  something  higher  than  Nootka 
conventions  for  our  title.  It  is  based  upon  the  first 
elements  of  national  law, — upon  prior  discovery, 
upon  occupancy,  and  upon  deeds  of  purchase  froin 
France  and  Spain. 

I  have  now  done  with  this  branch  of  the  subject 
— ^the  question  of  title.  It  is  one  of  great  and  tran- 
scendant  importance  to  the  whole  community;  for 
our  people,  who  square  their  lives  by  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice to  others,  only  want  to  know  what  are  their 
own  rights,  in  order  to  defend  and  maintain  them. 
And  upon  the  views  now  presented  of  our  indefeas- 
ible title  to  the  Oregon  Territory,  I  am  vrilling  to 
abide  the  decision  of  the  living,  and  the  judgment  of 
posterity. 

The  bill  before  us  proposes — 

1st.  To  cause  a  line  of  posts,  not  to  exceed  five 
in  number,  to  be  establifshed  from  our  Western 
boundary  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river. 

3d.  To  attach  the  Oregon  to  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  for  judicial  purposes;  and  to  appoint  a  judge 
and  justices  of  the  peace  to  administer  the  law.<«. 

3d.  That  Congress  will  hereafter  provide  for 
granting  to  each  inhabitant  over  eighteen  years  of 
age  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  who  shall 
"ultivate  it  five  years;  to  the  wife  of  each  occupant,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres^  and  to  the  father,  for  each 
child  he  may  have  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  or 
that  may  be  bom  there  within  the  five  years,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

These  are  the  inducements  which  the  bill  pro- 
poses as  an  encouragement  to  emigrants.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn] and  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Cuoate]  are  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
posed grants  of  land  qiay  come  in  conflict  with  orie 
of  our  treaty  stipulations,  giving  a  right  of  joint 
occupancy  to  English  subjects.  Now  I  think  that, 
upon  a  more  full  examination  of  the  subject,  the 
objection  will  be  removed;  and  I  believe  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that  England  has  been  permitting  to  be 
done  precisely  what  we  propose  to  do.  The  con- 
vention of  October  20,  1818,  and  extended  by  that 
of  August  6,  1827,  was  intended  for  the  purposes 
of  hunting  and  trapping;  the  whole  object  was  to 
preserve  peace  among  men  of  the  two  nations,  in 
pursuit  of  furs  and  skins.  The  convention  express- 
ly exempted  t/ie  title  to  the  country  from  its  opera- 
tion. We  can,  therefore,  as  well  dispose  of  the  title 
to  the  land,  as  though  the  convention  had  no  exist 
ence.  Upon  this  point  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
Now,  as  to  the  propriety  of  doing  it,  we  all  know 
that  the  leading  inducements  to  the  formation  of 
that  convention,  which  was  to  facilitate  the  collec- 
tion of  furs  and  skbs,  has  almost  entirely  ceased; 
audi  particularly  in  the  country  south  of  the  Colum- 
bia, which  is  the  best  adapted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

The  hunter  has  laid  by  his  rifle  and  traps,  and  is 
cultivating  the  land  for  a  subsistence.  If  our  peo- 
ple go  there,  they  must  pursue  the  mechanics  arts, 
or  be  cultivators  of  the  soil — not  hunters.  And  they 
will  not  go  to  Oregon,  unless  we  make  provision 
for  them.    Indeed,  this  donation  is  the  most  capital 


feature  of  the  bill.  It  will  insure  a  vigoroiu  and 
active  population  in  the  country,  and  nothing  elia 
will.  Now  I  think  my  honorable  friends  will  agree 
with  me  about  title. 

Mr.  Calhouit.  I  agree  that  the  question  of  titl« 
is  clear. 

Mr.  Choats  expressed  himself  of  the  same  opin. 
ion. 

Mr.  McRoBSATS.  We  do  not  differ  upon  that 
point. 

Now  the  convention  of  1818,  creating  the  ioint 
occupancy,  by  one  of  its  provisions,  can  be  annulled 
by  giving  twelve  months'  notice.  The  passage  of 
this  bill  will  induce  the  Executive  to  give  the  r^ 
quired  notice,  or  we  can  have  it  done  by  ajoint-rea- 
olution.  Before  our  people  can  get  to  Oregon,  the 
convention  will  be  annulled;  although  it  imposes  no 
obligation  incompatible  with  our  right  to  pass  this 
bilL  *  But  there  are  other  reasons:  the  bill  is  a  pledge 
that  we  will  make  provision  for  emigrants  and  set- 
tlers, though  no  grant  is  to  be  made  under  five  years. 
This  pledge  to  provide  for  cultivators  of  the  soil 
could  not,  therefore,  molest  the  British  subjects  in 
any  right  of  hunting, -trapping,  fishing,  or  farming, 
which  was  provided  for  or  contemplated  in  the  con> 
vention  of  1818. 

Sir»  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  the  British  GoTemment 
have  been  for  ten  years  doing,  or  permitting  to  be 
done,  precisely  what  we  propose.  Its  subjects  have 
already  large  farms  in  Oregon.  One  gentleaun 
there  in  1837,  as  we  learn  from  a  letter  of  one  of 
the  missionaries,'  raised  4,500  bushels  of  wheat, 
4,000  bushels  peas,  1,7Q0  bushels  barley,  1,500 
bushels  oats,  and  potatoes  in  proportion.  He  has 
750  cattle,  400  hogs,  2O0  horses,  and  agristaod 
saw  mill  of  great  value,  and  works  one  hundred 
hands,  mostly  Canadians.  He  has  a  garden  of  five 
acres  (I  quote  from  the  printed  letter)  "stored  with 
almost  every  species  of  vegetables,  fruits,  and  flow^ 
ere ;  among  them  figs,  citrons,  oranges,  lemons, 
pomegranates,  cotton  pl&nts,  and  all  common  ^its 
in  the  United  States.  Everything  produces  well. 
For  some  days  our  time  ^vas  divided  between  visits 
to  the  farm,  the  mills,  the  herds,  the  daiiy,  the 
stores,  the  ships  in  port,  the  school,  &e.  It,  of 
course,  gave  '^us  great  satisfaction  to  witness  these 
firuits  of  civilization,  which  we  supposed  our  eyes  had 
looked  upon  for  the  last  time  when  we  paaed  the 
ftontier  line  of  our  own  land."  • 

This  is  fanning  upon  no  ordinary  scale.  The  es- 
tablishment at  Vancouver  trades  largely  to  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  in  flour  and  sawed  lamber.  BoA 
English  and  Americans  have  fiurms  on  the  Walla- 
mett.  And,  sir.  Great  Britain  is  encouraging  this 
policy,  and  declares  that  she  will  protect  her  sub* 
jects  in  this  individuU  appropriation  of  the  land. 
Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Addington,  in  1838,  in  a 
despatch  to  our  ministers,  said:  **In  the  interior  of 
the  territory  in  question,  the  subjects  of  Great  Brit- 
ain have  had  for  many  years  numerous  settlements  and 
trading-posts.  And  they  navigate  the  CJolurobia 
as  the  sole  channel  for  the  conveyance  of  their  prod- 
uce to  the  British  stations  nearest  to  the  sea,  &c* 
To  the  interests  and  establishments  which  British 
industry  and  enterprise  have  created,  Great  Britain 
owes  protection;  that  protection  will  be  given,  holh 
as  regards  settlement  and  freedom  of  trade  andnav* 
igation.''  This  is  all  that  is  material  in  the  state- 
ment 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  McR.,)  what  is  this  but  an  appro- 
priation  of  land?  We  allowed  her  a  temporaiy 
right  of  joint  occupancy  with  us;  and  under  this, 
England  encourages  her  subjects  to  settle  and  cul- 
tivate theJand,  erect  farms  and  build  mills,  and  then 
tells  you  that  her  subjects  shall  be  protected  in  theii 
settlements  and  establishments  thus  formed  or  to  be 
formed.  Is  there  any  difference  between  such  a 
declaration,  and  the  pledge  which  we  make  to  pro- 
vide for  settlers  in  this  bill?  In  substance,  they  are 
precisely  the  same.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts says  that  England  might  also  make  grants  oi 
land  to  her  subjects,  which  might  produce  collisions 
between  persons  holding  adjoining  farms  undtf 
different  titles.  This  is  the  answer :  England 
could  make  no  grants  -where  she  had  no  title.  Sb< 
might  as  well  make  grants  upon  the  Potomac,  as 
upon  the  Columbia,    But  this  bill  removes  all  teznpt- 
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ation  ibr  such  a  procedure,  hy  conferring  its  privi- 
leges upon  all  residents,  whether  they  be  of  Anglo- 
American  or  European  blood.  England,  therefore, 
eould  have  no  cauite  of  complaint,  because  such  of 
her  subjects  aa  may  have  built  farms,  and  who  see 
proper  to  remain  in  the  country  and  become  sub- 
ject to  our  laws  an^  jurisdiction,  would  be  protected, 
and  placed  upon  tbe  footing  of  our  own  citizens.  This 
matter  has  been  thoroughly  conaideredj  and  the  pro- 
fiiions  of  the  bill  promising  to  make  fature  provi- 
f  ionfor  thoee  who  have  or  may  expend  their  labor 
or  money  in  making  farms,  is  founded  in  the  highest 
principle  of  justice  and  philosophy. 

Sir,  a  sense  of  public  duty  requires  immediate  ac- 
tion. By  our  setUed  policy,  we  have  placed  a  nu- 
merous Indian  population  upon  our  Western  borders, 
extending  (torn  Iowa  to  the  lind  of  Texas.  They  are 
DOW  at  peace  with  ua;  but  they  are  the  shattered  frag- 
joents  of  a  hundred  hostile  tribes,  and  are  composed 
of  the  very  elements  of  war.  Being  on  the  frontier, 
they  are  liable  to  be  influenced  by  those  who  have 
been,  ind  again  may  become,  inimical  to  us.  I  need 
not  stop  here  to  tell  the  Senate  from  what  source 
all  our  Indian  "wars  have  proceeded,  or  whose  hands 
first  kindled  the  hostile  fires;  the  world  knows  all 
this,  for  the  history  of  it  is  written  in  blood. 

What  plan  csouldso  effectually  remove  the  tempta- 
tion to  war  on  the  part  of  those  tribes,  as  also  of  the 
tribes  still  more  remote,  as  to  have  a  population  in 
their  rear  sufficient  to  overpower  themi 

The  natural  element  of  the  Indian  is  war.  He 
ii  tan^t  it  firom  his  mother's  tips  in  the  wigwam, 
ind  sees  it  practised  and  cherished  as  the  highest 
virtue  of  his  tribe.  We  must  counteract  as  far  as 
possible  this  dangerous  propensity  of  his  being ;  we 
must  remove  the  temptation;  we  must  provide 
gusrds  for  protection;  and  the  settlement  of  the  Ore- 
gon with  an  efficient  population  would  accomplish 
all  this,  and  woul^  create  a  moral  power  which,  in 
time,  would  extinguish  their  war  fires. 

The  Territory  of  Oregon,  to  which  our  right  is  in- 
disputable, extends  fitom  the  42d  to  the  49th  degree 
of  north  latitude,  and  from  the  Pacific  ocean  to  our 
UxnXxtty  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  This' com- 
prises a  fertile  region  700  miles  wide  at  one  extremi- 
ity,  and  600  at  the  other,  running  through  seven 
degrees  of  latitude,  and  embracing  nearly  two  hun- 
dred miUions  of  acres— enough  to  form  three  or  four 
new  States.  Hitherto  it  might  have  been  thought 
vre  had  territory  enough,  and  that  for  some  genera- 
tions at  least  we  would  not  have  use  for  more.  But 
the  late  census,  as  well^  as  those  preceding,  shows 
that  we  may  tM)unt  upon  our  population  being 
doubled  9Tery  twenty-three  or  four  years.  Here  is 
the  taUe  showing  our  increase: 
In  1790  .  *  -  -      3,929,827 

In  1800  -  -  -  -      5,305,941 

In  1810  -  -  -  -      7,239,814 

In  1820  -  -  -  -      9,654,596 

In  1830  ....     12,866,020 

In  1840  ....    17,068,666 

By  this  ratio  we  may  expect  to  have  a  population 
of  fifty-two  millions  in  1880,  and  at  the  close  of*  the 
present  century  at  least  ninety-two  millions.  We 
lay  claim  to  nothing  but  what  belongs  to  us  by  right 
By  the  mode  proposed  in  this  bill,  we  can  accom- 
plish this  without  any  reasonable  ground  of  ofience 
towards  any  other  Government  We  have  to  act  for 
those  who  are  to  succeed  us;  and  our  neglect  of  their 
interests,  at  the  critical  moment  when  it  is  our  duty 
to  place  them  on  a  permanent  foundation,  will  be 
wholly  inexcusable. 

That  duty  is  now  to  assert  our  rights— to  extend 
our  laws  over  the  country — to  encourage  the  occu- 
pation of  our  own  territory  by  our  own  citizens — to 
give  them  temporary  protection  in  their  emigration; 
and,  in  less  than  ten  years,  your  hardy  citizens  trans- 
planted to  this  new  section  of  our  Union  will  be 
able  to  defend  and  protect  themselves. 

Sir,  I  want  to  see  no  more  of  this  deUy — ^no  more 

procrastination. 

•To-morrtw,  and  to  morrow,  snd  to-morrow, 
Creeps  in  iia  petty  pace  from  dav  to  day 
to  the  JaataylUble  of  recorded  time; 
And  alf  your  yeitarda^  ■  have  lighted  men 
Ttie  road  to  duaty  death.^' 

The  great  interests  of  the  country  require  action — 

speedy  wid  detennined  action;  and  I  appeal  to  politi- 


cal opponents  as  well  as  friends  to  unite  with  us,  and 
give  an  undivided  support  to  this  bill.  Other  nations 
will  take  warning  by  it. 

If  our  right  to  Oregon  can  be  settled  only  by  war, 
then  my  constituents,  and  I  believe  the  whole  coun- 
try, will  unite  with  me  in  saying.  Let  it  come.  That 
territory  belongs  to  us,  as  I  have  this  day  demon- 
strated; and  I  hold  it  one  of  our  highest  national 
duties  to  assert  that  title,  let  what  may  come.  Give 
us  a  decisive  vote  in  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
Unanimity  upon  the  question  is  all  that  is  now  ne- 
cessary; it  will  settle  it  as  effectually  as  the  sword. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WOODBURY, 

OP  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

bk  Senate  J  January  ^^  1843— On  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  asked  if  no  legislation  had 
taken  place  m  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  'or  Florida, 
whether  a  bill  like  ihis,  in  respect  to  them,  could  be 
deemed  ol^ectionablel  When  our  citizens  had 
been  plundered  and  murdered  in  numeroas  in- 
stances in  apart  of  the  country  claimed  to  be  our 
own,  should  we— would  we— not  protect  themi  All 
the  bill  proposed  was,  to  do  this;  and  he  believed 
the  Territory  of  Oregon  to  be  ours,  as  incontestably 
as  that  of  Florida  or  Iowa.  This  bill  merely  inter- 
posed the  shield  of  American  legislation  over 
Americans  there,  authorized  forts  for  their  safety, 
and  held  out  promises  of  land  to  insure  settlers, 
and  supplies  to  our  own  forts  and  vessels.  But 
there  were  objections  to  such  a  measure.  If  legiti- 
mate, they  must  arise  from  some  doubts  connected 
with  our  right  to  the  territory,  or  with  the  expe- 
diency of  legislation  in  this  manner,  and'  at  the 
present  moment. 

It  will  simplify  the  inquiry  to  see  if  there  be 
any  just  groand  for  such  doubts.  He  could  not 
concede  that  there  were. 

First,  as  to  the  right.  Every  Senator  who  has 
spoken  on  this  questiou  has  dither  attempted  to 
prove,  or  bas  conceded,  our  right  to  the  soil  and 
sovereignty  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  independ- 
ent of  me  treaties  with  England  in  1818  and  1827. 
Who  will  now,  in  this  chamber,  deny  or  question 
that  righf)  Aher  the  discovery  by  Capiat  Qray 
in  178^*9;  after  the  cession  to  us  of  Louisiana  in 
1803;  after  the  explorations  by  Lewis  and  Clarke 
in  1805;  after  the  occupation  up  to  the  war  of  1813, 
and  the  restoration  of  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  in  1818  to  this  country;  after  the  grant  to 
us  by  Spain,  in  1819,  of  all  her  claims  north  of  the 
4'^  degree  of  latitude;  afler  the  relinquishment  to 
us.  \>y  Russia,  of  a\)  claim  i-outh  of  the  54th  degree,— I 
ask  if  any  one  here  is  prepared  to  doubt  our  rightl 
I  speak  in  an  American  Congress,  and  to  Ameri- 
can citizens;  and  do  not  propose  to  aetain  the  Sen- 
ate by  going  into  this  branch  of  the  question,  as  re- 
gards the  o]d  claims  of  either  England  or  the  rest 
of  the  world.  She  herself  may  feel  some  confi- 
dence in  theiH;  but  she  has  admitted  that,  while 
she  claims  some  rights  there  independent  of,  and 
prior  to  the  treaties  of  1818  and  i8*i7,  yet  that  they 
are  subject  to  negotiation;  and  are  to  be  exercised 
subordinate  to  our  possession,  as  well  as  our 
claims. 

Hence  in  1818  (Feb.  14th)  Mr.  Rush  $ays:  (4th 
vol.  Gales  and  Seaton's  State  Papers,  p.  853:)  "It  is 
proper,  at  this  stage,  to  say  that  Lord  Castlereagh 
admitted,  in  the  most  ample  extent,  our  right  to  be 
reinstated,  and  to  be  the  pany  in  possession,  while 
treating  of  the  title." 

It  is,  then,  manifest  that,  our  rights  being  clear 
to  ourselves,  and  our  possession  bnng  admitted  to 
be  proper  by  England  a u ring  any  negotiation  as  to 
ibeir  title,  independent  of  the  treaties  before  named, 
we  can  properly  pass  this  bill,  and  fully  occupy  the 
territory,  unless  this  would  conflict  with  those  trea- 
ties. Iiit  would,  far  be  it  from  me  to  urge  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  I  would  respeet  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties as  strongly  as  any  one.  How  stands  the  case, 
then,  under  theml  for  no  claims  beyond  those 
treaties  exist  in  any  other  nation  or  power,  which 
England  can  set  up  against  this  measure.  So  says 
Lyman,  (Diplomatic  Cor.  p.  99.)  So  says  Baylies, 
in  hw  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
May,  18*26.  Nor  do  I  acknowledge  her  guardian- 
ship over  other  nations  to  enforce  their  claims,  if 
ibey  possessed  any.  We  have  had  quite  too  much 
of  her  professed  championship  for  the  rest  of  the 
world;  and  especially  in  respect  to  our  keeping  a 
squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

When  we  attempted  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce  with  the  King  of  9iam,  her  agents  on  the 


opposite  side  of  the  globe  interposed  there  to  thwart 
us.  Again  at  Muscat  they  intermeddled,  and 
failed. 

When  Mr.  Monroe,  in  18*23,  made  his  noble 
declaration  against  any  new  colonization  by  Euro- 
peans on  this  continent,  asain  she  interfered  with 
that.  If  we  shall  hereafter  attempt  to  hunt  the 
seal,  or  chase  whales  on  the  coasts  of  the  Antarctic 
continent,  discovered  by  our  enterprising  vessels,  I 
suppose  we  are  again  to  be  meddled  with  there.  So 
be  it;  and  so  be  its  natural  consequences  in  due 
time.  But  though  in  1818  Russia  and  Spain  may 
have  had  some  claim  to  pans  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon,  they  have  both  been  since  exiinguisned; 
and  all  those  of  France  disappeared  long  ago,  with 
the  cession  to  us  of  Louisiana. 
'  Whose  claims,  theu,  but  her  own,  does  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  ChoateJ  seem  to  ap- 
prehend she  can  interposel  No  European  power 
can  have  any;  and  if  the  sovereigns  oiany  of  the 
South  Sea  islands,  or  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  have 
any,  whose  canoes  or  junks  were  ever  blown  on 
the  Northwest  coast,  I  oelieve  they  have  not  yet 
been  bunted  up  by  any  of  the  indefatigable  agents 
of  British  domination. 

Do  I  make  these  remarks  in  derogation  of  her 
right  to  take  care  of  her  own  interests,  and,  at 
proper  limes  and  places,  to  enforce  her  own  claims? 
On  the  contrary,  I  respect  her  the  more  for  stand- 
ing by  what  belongs  to  herself;  but  abhor  her  of- 
ficiousness  in  behalf  of  others,  and  the  arrogant 
assumption,  at  times,  (by  herself,  or  others  for  her,) 
that  she  must  dictate  to  the  whole  circle  of  civ- 
ilized mankind. 

Let  us  scrutinize,  then,  the  origin  and  object  of 
the  treaties  of  1818  and  1827,  in  order  to  see 
whether  the  present  bill  militates  against  the  pro- 
visions of  either  of  them.  If  it  does  not,  even 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Choate] 
avows  a  willingness  to  support  it. 

Those  treaties,  it  will  be  seen,  originated  in 
measures  to  adjust  the  commercial  relations  be- 
tween England  and  the  United  States.  The  first 
one  (of  which  the  other  is  but  a  prolongation] 
took  place,  not  at  the  peace — settling  boundaries, 
extent  of  territorils,  jurisdiction,  title  to  soil,  pow- 
ers of  government,  and  all  that; — but  it  was  en- 
tered into  some  years  afler,  and  as  a  second  eMiin«r- 
eial  convention  with.England  since  the  peace.  The 
other  (in  July  1815)  related  to  the  rights  of  trade  in 
settled  parts  of  the  two  countries — ^and  this,  chiefly 
to  the  riehts  of  fishing,  hunting,  and  trading,  in  some 
unsettled  parts  of  both  countries:  for  one  clause 
of  it  gives  us  access  to  acknowledged  portions  of 
her  seaboard  at  the  northeast,  to  dry  fisn,  until  the  ' 
country  is  settled;'  while  another— and  that,  the 
clause  under  consideration — secures  to  each,  free 
and  open  access  to  the  Territory  of  Qregon  for  ten 
years,  evidently  for  objects  of  trade,  the  fisheries, 
and  the  chase. 

These  are  the  main  objects  of  the  conven- 
tions, though  some  matters  not  teohnically  com- 
mercial may  be  provided  for  in  parts  of  them. 
That  this  article  now  in  ques'lion  is  a  com- 
mercial one,  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  par- 
ticular language,  no  less  than  the  occasion  and 
general  object  of  the  treaty.  The  language*  is, 
not  that  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains shall  belong,  in  its  soil  and  sovereignty,  to 
both  parties,  or  be  governed  jointly  by  them;  but 
that  "the  same  be  tree  and  open,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years,"  "to  the  vej«sels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of 
the  two  powers."  The  natural  import  of  this  is, 
that  neither  party  shall  be  excluded  by  the  other 
from  fishing,  hunting,  and  trarting  there,  during 
that  period;  but  the  same  shall  remain  free  and 
open  to  each,  for  such  objects. 

So  far  from  this  having  been  intended  to  sus- 
pend or  forbid  any  rights  of  soil,  or  government, 
which  either  party  might  claim,  or  choose  to  ex- 
ercise, it  proceeded  expressly  to  provide  ^^ikat  this 
agretment  is  not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of 
any  claim  which  either  of  the  two  contracting  par^ 
ties  may  have  to  any  part  of  the  said  country. 

If  the  treaty  meant  merely  to  stipulate  that  the 
commerce  in  and  over  the  country  should  be  free 
and  open— leaving  the  title  to  it,  and  the  sov- 
ereignty over  it,  and  its  government,  in  the  mean 
time,  as  it  was,  or  might  be  by  virtue  of  other 
rights— then  it  is  a  natural  arrangement,  and  ijot 
a  novel  one.  Thus— to  take  a  common  case,  for 
illustration— had  we,  by  the  other  commercial 
treaty,  os  to  the  settled  portions  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, made  New  York  a  free  port,  and  open  to 
English  subjects,— is  there  any  pretence  that  the 
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words  /ree  and  open  would  have  conferred  on 
them  any  right  of  soil  there,  or  any  territorial  au- 
thorityl 

Many  similar  treaties  apply  merely  to  commtr^ 
cial  intercourse;  and  that  oetween  England  and 
Rossia,  made  in  1825,  contains  an  example  in 
point  with  the  illustration  just  given.  In  the  8(h 
article,  it  is  provided  that  *'ihe  port  of  Githa,  or 
Novo  Archangelskj  shall  be  open  to  the  commerce 
and  vessels  of  British  subjects,  for  the  space  of  ten 
years,"  dec.  But  this,  of  course,  could  not  affect 
the  right  of  soil,  or  government.  In  other  parts  of 
that  treaty,  providing  for  mutual  access  to  a  certain 
tract  of  country,  and  with  a  view,  doubtless,  to 
shun  any  equivocal  or  doubtfal  expressions,  it  uses 
different  language  from  our  treaty,  (but  obviously  . 
with  the  same  idea,)  and  says  the  parlies  "shall 
mutually  be  at  liberty  to  frequent,  without  any  hin- 
drance whatever,  all,"  &c.,  "for  the  purposes 
of  fishing  and  trading  with  the  natives.  And, 
where  a  stipulation  is  made  to  let  either  par- 
ty have  power  to  colonize,  or  govern,  it  uses 
words  different  still,  and  speaks  of  making 
an  **esUilflishmenl" — and  not  merely  of  the  coun- 
try being  free  or  open  to  vessels  and  subjects, 
or  there  being  to  both  parties  mere  "liberty  of  com- 
merce,*^ So,  in  the  treat]^  between  us  in  Russia,  in 
18'24,  similar  language  is  employed — almost  verb- 
atim,  liter aiim,  £  also  refers  to  the  prevention 
of  iUicU  trade,  as  the  object  of  some  of  the  provis- 
ions; and  that  was  a  prominent  design  in  some  of 
the  articles  in  the  Nootka  Sound  treaty  of  1790— 
which  last  treaty  was  the  prolific  source  of  all  pro- 
visions of  this  character  since.  The  difficulty  in 
that  case  grew  out  of  the  persevering  attempts  by 
England  to  push  her  commerce  into  every  nook  of 
the  habitable  globe,  and  procure  new  markets  for 
her  manufactures,  even  at  the  expense  of  the  colo- 
nial systems  of  Spain  or  France. 

Hence  the  message  of  the  King  of  England,  (28 
Par.  Hist.,  p.  763,)  asking  for  additional  means  to 
resist  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  seizing  her  ships, 
speaks  of  it  in  a  commercial  view  raoie  than  one 
of  sovereignty.  Hence,  also,  most  of  the  articles 
in  the  Nootka  Sound  treaty  relate  to  commerce, 
and  provide  new  and  stronger  guards  against 
illicit  trade,  wherever  Spain  had  before  occupied 
the  country.  They  even  push  all  British  vessels 
^^ten  sea  leagues  from  any  part  of  the  coast  already 
occupied  by  Spain,"  when  three  leagues  is  the 
usual  distance.  And  the  fifth  article,  which  re- 
sembles and  was  the  basis  of  our  treaty  of  1818, 
allowed  new  seUlements  only  far  north  of  Oregon, 
and  then  only  in  places  not  occupied  before  April, 
1789;  and  to  them,  by  whichever  power  made,  "the 
subjects  of  the  other  shall  have  free  access^  and 
shall  carry  on  their  trade  without  any  disturbance 
or  molestation.  (See 28  Par.  Hist.,  p.  9 16)  Bat  this 
did  not  allow,  nor  mean  to  allow,  each  a  title  in 
the  soil,  or  a  right  to  govern  the  country.  It  was 
intended  to  be  access  for  trade,  and  trade 
alone.  In  short,  the  debates  on  that  treaty  speak 
of  the  controversy  as  being  commercial  in  its  ori- 
gin and  bearing;  and  little  seems  to  have  been  set- 
tled clearly  by  any  part  of  the  treaty,  and  nothing 
by  this  part  of  it,  except  the  rights  of  trade. 

The  similar  arrangement  between  Russia  and 
England  is  classefl  by  McCuUoch  under  the  head 
of  commercial  treaties.  Sometimes  such  treaties 
go  further,  and  regulate  settlements.  But  then 
they  use  different  and  clear  language,  as  before 
shown  in  the  Russian  treaties.  So,  by  one  article 
of  the  Nootka  Sound  convention,  (where,  at  the 
southern  part  of  this  continent,  the  parties  were,  un- 
der the  treaty,  expressly  allowed  to  erect  baildings 
in  places  not  before  occupied,)  it  is  still  carefully 
provided  that  they  must  be  "for  the  purpose  of  their 
fishery,"  and  be  mere  "huts,  or  other  temporary 
buildings, serving  only  for  those  purposcf:." 

Under  a  like  caution  in  this  treaty  of  1818,  in 
the  article  allowing  us  to  dry  fish  on  the  unsettled 
parts  of  British  America  at  the  northeast,  clearly 
nelonging  to  England,  it  is  provided  that,  "so  soon 
as  the  same,  or  any  portion  thereof,  shall  be  .settled, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  fishermen  to  dry 
or  cure  fish  at  such  portion  so  settled,  without 
previous  agreement  for  such  purpose  with  the  in- 
nabitants,"  dec.  Thus  we  see  that,  in  no  other  trea- 
ty is  the  right  of  setllementj  or  of  soil,  or  of  govern- 
ment, regulated  without  using  explicit  language  to 
that  effect,  and  language  entirely  different  from 
that  employed  in  our  treaty  of  1818. 

As  another  evidence  that  no  intention  existed  in 
the  last  instrument  to  grant  or  regulate  any  claim, 
or  exercise  of  claim,  to  the  title  and  the  sovereign- 


ty, except  to  prevent  them  from  being  so  used  as 
to  interfere  with  freedom  of  trade  to  both  parties 
during  the  stipulated  period,  we  have  already  cited 
the  reservation  in  the  treaty  itself,  that  it  should 
not  injure  or  prejudice  such  claim. 

The  reservation  in  the  convention  of  1837  is 
still  stronger.  It  is,  that  "nothing  contained  in 
this  convention,"  or  in  the  third  article  of  that  of 
1818,  "shall  be  construed  to  impair,  or  in  any  man- 
ner affect,  the  claims  which  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parlies  may  have  to  any  part  of  the  country 
westward  of  the  Stony  or  Roclty  Mountains." 

But,  if  these  treaties  are  to  be  construed  to  pre- 
vent us  from  taking  possession  of  the  country,  in  a 
territorial  point  of  view,  which  we  claimed  the 
right  to  before  1818,  and  which  England  herself 
conceded,  then  it  is  manifest  they  are  construed  so 
as  both  to  affect  and  impair  our  claim  to  the  coun- 
try. They  ^suspend  it,  interrupt  it,  and,  for  the 
time  being,  destroy  it. 

In  1812,  we  were,  by  our  citizens,  in  actual  pos- 
session of  a  part  of  the  country — with  a  fort  and 
occupants  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  After 
the  war,  and  before  this  treaty,  that  fort  was  re- 
stored to  us  officially  and  formally,  as  a  duty  under 
the  treaty  of  peace.  And  Lord  Castlereagh,  in  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Rush  before  cited,  appears  to  have 
"admitted,  in  the  most  ample  extent,  our  right  to 
be  reinstated,  and  to  be  the  party  in  possession 
while  treating  of  the  title."  The  occupants  of  the 
fort  considered  themselves  there,  not  for  sover- 
eignty, but  for  "commercial  pursuits."  rSee4th 
vol.  Gales  &Seaton's  State  Papers,  page  856.)  And 
they  well  understood  the  difference  between  that, 
ana  occupation  for  government;  as  they  inquired 
whether  they  would  be  indemnified  if  ihe^  were 
ejected  or  disturbed  "prior  to  the  final  decision  of 
the  right  of  sovereignty  to  the  country  between  our 
respective  Governments."  (State  Papers,  letter 
October  6,  1818.)  This  view  also  prevailed  in 
England,  as  well  as  in  Oregon,  with  the  British 
ministry  since,  as  well  as  before,  the  convention 
of  October  20,  1818;  for,  in  the  negotiations  which 
preceded  the  second  convention,  they  proposed  to  ex- 
tend the  time  fifteen  years,  and  tu  introduce  provi- 
sions'"that  neither  power  should  assume  or  exercise 
any  right  of  sovereignty  or  dominion  over  any  part 
of  the  country  during  that  period."  (See  Green- 
how's  Memoir,  page  184.)  But  why  this  provision, 
if,  under  a  fair  construction  of  the  old  ones,  both 
parlies  were  restrained  from  exercising  any  such 
right]  Why  this,  if  the  treaty  of  1818  was  intend- 
ed to  relate  to  other  rights  than  those  of  trading, 
fishing,  and  huntingl  If  neither  party  could,  in 
the  opinion  of  England,  exercise  acts  of  sovereignty 
or  dominion  there,  without  violating  the.  stipulation 
in  the  treaty  of  1818,  why  wish  to  interpose  a  new 
provision  to  that  effect? — ^and  why  did  we  reject  it 
as  wc  did,  except  under  the  conviction  that  of 
right  we  could,  at  any  time,  extinguish  Indian 
titles,  colonize  the  country,  establish  forts,  erect 
territorial  governments,  and  grant  lands,  notwith- 
standing any  provision  in  the  treaty;  taking  care, 
however,  while  the  treaty  existed,  to  allow  all  the 
freedom  to  trade,  fish,  and  hunt,  which  it  contem- 
plated*? All  we  should  have  looked  to  then,  and 
all  we  ou^ht  to  look  to  now,  in  acting  on  this  sub- 
ject— being  convinced  of  our  right  to  act — ^would 
be  the  expediency  and  duty  of  settling  the  country, 
under  the  exigencies  and  demands  of  the  whole 
case. 

As  a  mere  matter  of  right,  then,  under  the  treaty 
of  1818,  the  Oregon  could  have  been  occupied  and 
governed  by  us  the  next  day  after  that  treaty  was 
ratified,,  as  well  as  a  year  and  a  day  aAer  we  give 
notice,  under  the  convention  of  1827,  to  terminate 
the  existing  arrangements. 

Another  circumstance,  which  has  misled  some 
as  to  the  design  and  effect  of  that  treaty,  is  the  im- 
pression that  it  provided,  in  terms,  for  a  joint  occu- 
pation or  possession  of  the  country;  or  that,  at  least, 
such  was  its  necessary  operation.  But  we  have 
already  cited  the  arrangement,  and  .seen  that 
no  such  words  as  jqf^nt  occupation,  or  joi7U  pos- 
session, appear  in  either  of  the  treaties;  nor  do 
they  ap))ear  in  any  similar  treaties  which  preceded 
or  followed  this  with  other  nations.  We  have  al- 
ready attempted  to  show,  likewise,  that  the  neces- 
sary and  natural  operation  of  all  these  arrange- 
ments was  commercial,  rather  than  territorial.  We 
now  go  further,  and  maintain  that  a  joint  occupation 
or  possession  of^a  territory  by  two  Governments,  for 
purposes  of  title  to  the  soil,  or  goyernment,  or  sov- 
ereignty, is  full  of  absurdities  and  peril  Must 
there  be  joint  lawsl--joint  judgeslHouit  grant^l^ 
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joint   legislatures'?— a  joint  executive]    Bql 
the  contrary,  if  the  treaty  is  construed  to  admit  hriS 
parties  to  freedom  of  trade,  that  is  natural  f^ 
mon,  and  practicable;  and  where  nations  me 
go  further,  and  control  possession,  title  aod 
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that  import.  The  misfortune  has  arisen  fromem! 
ploying  terms  in  speaking,  not  used  in  the  treaiS 
themselves,  and  not  applicable  to  the  tmimacticn 
and  calculated  to  mislead  as  to  ^le  trae  extent  of 
the  arrangement.  The  analogy  of  two  parties  ha^ 
ingsome  concurrent  rights  in  the  fisheries  of  iha 
erand  banks,  comes  nearer  to  that  of  free  trade. 
But  even  that  is  not  joint  occupation  or  joint  \^ 
session;  and  that  has  been  found  so  difficalt  a^ 
dangerous  in  practice  as  to  lead,  in  the  end,ttsoaIlv 
to  practical  divisions.  •  (28  Par.  Debates,  page  9(8.  i 
Nor  is  a  joint  occupation  or  possession  necessarr  to 
the  enjoyment  of  free  trade  in  any  coantry.  Unl^  a 
country  is  savage,  or  semi-barbaroos,  ambassadors 
and  consuls,  and  especially  the  latter,  are  snfficient 
to  protect  it  from  within,  without  any  territorial 
rights.  But  when  a  ruder  state  of  society  prevent 
this,  factories  and  forts  answer  as  substitutes.  Bnt 
even  those  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  title  to  the 
soil,  or  the  governing  of  the  country.  They  are 
mere  commercial  securities. 

While  this  treaty  and  its  object  were  fresh  in  the 
councils  of  the  country,  this  view  of  it  mast  have 
prevailed  with  the  Executive,  or  something  tanta- 
mount; else  President  Monroe  could  never  bm 
recommended,  aa  early  as  1824,  the  actual  erection 
of  forts,  and  occupation  of  the  territory.  The  idea 
that  such  a  step  violated  the  treaty  of  1818  seems 
never  to  have  been  entertained  by  him— ihovgh 
the  erection  of  a  military  fort  by  a  Goreroment 
is  a  much  stronger  act  of  sovereignly  ever  a  cotm- 
try,  than  promising  land;  on  which  last  prorision 
in  this  bill  so  viuch  stress  is  now  laid.  But  the  bill 
which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1^, 
by  a  vote  of  two  to  one,  provided  also  to  extinguish 
9()0  square  miles  of  Inaian  title;  and  neither  in 
that  House,  nor  in  the  Senate,  where  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  a  majority  of  only  two,  does  any 
member  appear  to  have  dwelt  on  that  as  a  violation 
of  the  treaty. 

>  The  next  year,  Mr.  Adams  officially  renewed  the 
recommendation  of  his  predecessor,  and  the  able  re- 
ports of  Mr.  Baylies,  which  followed,are  directed  en- 
tirely to  the  great  importance  of  the  territory,  and 
our  clear  title  to  the  soil  and  government  of  it, 
rather  than  to  any  apprehended  objection  by  Eng- 
land under  the  treaty  of  1818^  These  may  all  & 
deemed  cotemporaneous  constructions,  foniAing 
the  views  entertained  by  myself,  or  at  least  lavora- 
ble  to  the  right  to  pass  a  bill  like  this,  withoai  im- 
pugning any  treaty  stipulation.  I  have  all  these 
messages,  reports,  and  speeches  before  me,  thongh 
it  is  not  deemed  necessary  now  to  detain  the  Sen- 
ate by  reading  quotations  from  them.  Bat  reasonii 
of  expediency  operated  then  against  the  measure, 
in  the  view  of  one  branch  of  Congress,  thongb  the 
conclusions  of  the  other  branch  and  ot  theExeca- 
tive  were  difierent.  Some  such  reasons tindoubi- 
edly  still  exi£t  against  it;  but  I  think,  on  examina- 
tion, that  most  of  the  old  reasons  in  this  respect 
have  lost  much  of  their  force,  and  that  the  balance 
will  be  found  clearly  in  support  of  passing  a  bill 
like  this  at  the  present  moment. 

The  question,  then,  and  the  only  remaining  qaes- 
tion  which  I  shall  discuss,  is  the  expediency  of 
exercising  the  rights  we  clearly  possess,  in  the 
manner  now  proposed. 

The  paramount  reason  for  extending  the  opera- 
tion of  our  laws  into  that  territory,  is.  in  mjnty^ 
the  protection  of  our  own  citizens  wiinin  its  limits. 
They  consist  of  settlers,  traders,  hunters,  mariners, 
and  travellers.  So  far  as  regards  us,  they  are  now 
lawless  and  defenceless.  Hundreds  of  them  hare 
with  impunity  been  pillaged  and  murdered  there 
within  the  last  twenty  years.  But  they  are  Ameri- 
can citizens  no  less  than  we — they  arc  on  Amen- 
can  soil  no  less  than  we— they  are  pursuing  JcgaJ 
employments  no  less  than  we.  It  seems  to  me,  iben, 
a  burning  disgrace  to  onr  institutions  and  character 
to  leave  them  longer  in  this  condition;  andiivouid 
be  far  more  creditable  to  renounce  the  comiuy  for- 
ever, than  allow  it  to  remain  in  this  disrepuiabli 
position,  and  still  be  a  portion  of  the  American 
Union. 

The  reasons  for  forts  there  are  of  a  like  char- 
acter—protection and  security.  At  the  month  ol 
the  Columbia,  they  are  needed  also  for  refuge  to 
our  whalemen  and  navy,  when  crippled  by  aow- 
dent  on  the  Western  and  Woithwestera  seas.  TW 
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interests  of  the  fisheries  and  commerce  are  ereat 
in  those  regions^  which  might  thus  be  aided;  but  I 
Fbali  not  DOW  ialigae  the  Senate  by  particulars  as 
to  their  amount. 

The  reasons  for  promises  of  land  to  settlers  are 
alike  cogent.  For  many  are  not  likely  to  expose 
themselires  and  families  at  such  an  immense  dis- 
tance, and' among  barbarians,  without  peculiar  in- 
dncemehts;  and  without  more  settlers  obtained  there 
by  such  inducements,  supplies  cannot  be  furnished 
to  the  forts,  nor  to  the  vessels  of  the  navy  and  our 
whalemen,  without  ereat  additional  elp^nse.  Plant 
forts  and  settlers  there,  and  throw  the  shield  of 
your  laws  not  only  over  them,  but  over  the  com- 
merce there;  and  an  increase  of  our  trade  within 
the  territory  ^ill  likewise  commence  at  once. 

Some  of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  are  becoming 
civiiized,  and  the  Authorities  of  one  are  this  very 
winter  knocking  at  our  doors  for  a  recognition  of 
their  independence,  "the  coasts  of  China,  too, 
are  now  opening  to  European,  and  I  trust,  Amer- 
ican enterprise;  and  both  of  these  circumstances, 
from  the  greater  contiguity  of  the  Northwest  coast 
to  them,  will  gire  new  impulses  to  business  in  that 
region.  This  is  no  sectional  question.  Our  mer- 
chants are  a.11  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in 
this;  our  sh.ipbuilders  are  interested;  our  fisher- 
men--our  en  terprising  and  emigrating  farmers  are 
all  interested,  as  well  as  our*hunters  and  fur- 
deftlers. 

Beside  this,  the  character  of  the  whole  nation 
is  implicated ,  if  we  do  not  protect  the  whites,  and 
adopt  this   or  some  other  course  to  introduce 
/civilizaiion  among  the  Indians  in  thai  territory. 
We  ought  to  improve  the  lot  of  those  who  are 
thns  placed  under  our  national  guardianship.    If 
we  claim  the  country,  we  must  take  it  with  its 
aboriginal  inhabitants.    We  cannot  neglect  them, 
dnd  be  justified  to  the  mohil  judgment  of  the  rest 
of  mankind.    We  must  try  to  teach  them  arts  and 
letters.  We  must  protect  them,  as  well  as  our  own 
people,  from  aggressions  and  outrages;  such  parts 
of  their  title  as  have  not  been  fairly  extinguished 
bj  individuals,  we  should  amicably  purchase  from 
ume  to  time^  as  we  need  it,  and  as  they  are  willing 
to  part  with  it.    Our  right,  then,  to  the  country  be- 
ing clear— our  right  to  pass  a  bill  like  this  being 
clear,  without  any  breach  o(  treaties — our  interest 
to  do  it  being  clear — and  our  duty 'equally  clear, 
as  well  as  imperative---why  haltl    Why  hesitated 
An  omission  to  act  now,  will  throw  distrust  over 
the  sinceritv  of  our  whole  claim.  The  world,  as  well 
as  England,  may  well  infer  that  if,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  we  longer  delay  to  exercise  our 
rights,  to  protect  our  interests,  and  fulfil  our  du- 
ties, it  must  arise  from  some  misgiving  as  to  the 
validity  of  those  rights. 

If  we  have  not  already  slept  over  our  claims 
quite  a  quarter  of  a  century,  it  is  certain  we  have 
not  enforced  ihera.  A  measure  like  this  failed  as 
long  ago  as  1825.  by  only  two  votes  in  the  Senate, 
thouffh  passing  tne  other  House  by  two  to  one.  It 
failed  at  that  time,  apparently,  not  from  doubts  as 
to  the  title,  but  from  motives  of  expediency.  It  is 
certain  that  ail  the  leading  objections  on  that 
score  then,  have  since  lessened  or  disappeared. 
The  outrages  committed  there,  and  demancTing  the 
prompt  application  of  otir  laws,  have  occurred 
since,  in  far  greater  numbers.  The  encroach- 
ments and  assumptions  by  English  subjects  there, 
have  since  multiplied  tenfold.-  The  imponance 
of  our  fisheries  and  commerce  in  the  Pacific  to  be 
aided  there,  has  much  enlarged  since,  beside  the 
WW  prospects  developing  in  China.  The  popula- 
tion in  the  West  has  since  approached  nearer,  so 
as  to  aid  more  readily  in  defence.  Our  ability  lo 
%nd  out  emigrants  has  nearly  doubled;  and  last, 
though  not  least,  the  distance  (which  was  by 
many  considered  so  great  as  to  prevent  a  repre- 
sentation here,  and  to  lead  to  a  loss  of  all  the  capi- 
tal and  people  sent  there)  has  almost  vanished  un- 
der the  improvements  since,  in  steam.  The  4,700 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  to  Wash- 
ington, which  it  was  then  urged  was  the  distance, 
and  would  require  all  the  time  of  a  Represenia- 
jive  in  Congress  to  travel  over,  leaving  none  for 
'^station,  could  ere  long  probably  be  passed  in 
wie  or  two  months,  or  in  as  short  a  period  as  the 
ueleeates  from  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  once 
travelled  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government. 

But  other  and  still  more  formidable  difficulties 
s^srt  up.  Our  occupation  of  the  countrv,  it  is  said, 
Oiay  endanger  peace  with  England.  I  reply— not 
so,  either  necessarily  or  probably.  I  have  already 
Shown,  that  lightfally  it  cannot;  and  if  not  righu  J 


folly,  is  it  just  or  charitable  to  suppose  her  more 
willing  than  ourselves  to  bring  on  a  war  wrong- 
fully? Does  nor  she  need  and  wish  the  moral 
sanction  of  the  world  in  her  movements,  as  much 
as  wel  But  it  may  be  said,  that  though  she  will 
make  no  complaint  under  the  treaty,  she  may  still 
fall  back  on  her  reserved  and  prior  claims,  like  us, 
and  resist  our  settlements  and  jurisdiction.  So  she 
may— so  she  always  may  to  the  end  of  time;^  and 
this  argument  will  be  as  good  against  our  legisla- 
tion half  a  century  hence,  as  now;  and  in  this  way 
we  never  shall  be  able  to  take  any  steps  to  enforce 
our  rights. 

If  we  give  notice  to  abandon  the  treaty,  our  po- 
sition in  regard  to  this  argument  will  be  no  stronger. 
For  then,  as  nOw,  the  prior  reserved  rights  will 
start  up,  like  the  sown  dragon's  teeth,  into  armed 
men.  If  this  is  to  be  her  course,  delay,  instead  of 
proving  useful,  will  increase  the  impcn*tance  of  the 
country  and  of  the  controversy.  It  was  so  with 
the  contested  boundary  in  the  Northeast;  and  if  a 
question  is  to  be  made  as  to  the  title,  the  sooner 
the  better.  But,  in  my  view,  it  will  not  be  her 
course  to  resort  to  violence;  for^  as  before  shown, 
she  has  admitted  our  right  to  be  in  poissession  of 
the  country  while  negotiating.  Let  us,  then,  take 
possession.  If  that  te  complained  of,  negotiation 
follows*  If  unable  thus  to  agree,  let  a  third  power 
arbitrate  between  us.  If  she  refuse  that,  then  we 
are  in  possession,  andean  defend  it.  and  defend  our 
rights  against  all  encroachments,  with  such  means 
as  God  and  nature  have  endowed  us  with.  Then, 
and  not  now,  will  be  the  time  for  larger  expenses 
and  more  magnificent  plans.  Then,  and  not  now, 
I  will  consider  of  tne  50/)00  rifles  to  be  sent 
there  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Tippan.J 
Then,  "but  not  now,  I  will  talk  with  my  friend 
from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Sevieb]  about  his  railroad  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  Then,  but  not  now, 
I  will  calculate  with  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Calhoun]  about  the  expense  of  supply- 
ing large  drmies  and  fleets  in  that  region  by  either 
power. 

But  now,  England  has  no  right  to  compfiain  of 
OMt  possession^  leaving  her  commerce  free;  nor  any 
interest  in  declining:  negotiation  or  arbitration,  if 
unable  to  agree  amicably.  What  occasion,  what 
sufficient  inducement  can  she  have  to  plunge  into 
a  has^ty  and  bloody  war  with  us,  her  best  customer, 
for  that  naked  and  remote  territoryl  As  a  hunt- 
ing-ground and  trading-post  for  her  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  which  has  been  almost  its  only  use  to 
her  heretofore,  its  importance  becomes  less  yearly. 
As  an  outlet  to  her  sparse  population,  it  is  not  want- 
ed, in  addition  to  her  millions  of  acres  beside  in 
both  hemispheres  and  in  all  the  zones — in  the  Can-' 
adas,  India,  New  Holland,  New  Zealand,  and  the 
West  Indies.  As  a  market  for  her  manufactures, 
it  is  trifling,  and  will  continue  to  be  so  till  occu- 
pied by  a  white  population. 

If  she  expends  capital  there,  it  will  be  without 
remuneration  in  the  end  likewise;  as,  in  time,  the 
whole  inevitably  falls,  (as  the  Senator  before  mere- 
marked,)  like  a  ripe  peach,  into  our  hands. 

We  are  itsneighDors,and  our  institutions  are  more 
attractive,  and  the  laws  of  colonization  and  empire 
and  conquest  are  fixed  as  those  of  the  solar  system; 
and  she,  no  more  than  any  other  nation,  can  claim 
an  exemption  from  their  destiny. 

But,  though  in  favor  of  the  present  bill — on  the 
ground  of  right,^  interest,  and  duty— yet,  as  before 
remarked,  I  should  not  deem  it  either  our  interest 
or  duty  to  enlarge  the  measure  now,  as  some  sug- 
gest, and  to  incur  any  expenses  not  immediately 
demanded  by  the  necessities  of  the  case. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  treasury — with  a 
deficit  of  six  to  eight  millions  staring  us  in  the 
face,  on  the  Secretary's  own  report  for  the  next 
year  and  a  half,  if  he  redeems  the  temporary  debt, 
as  has  been  pledged  and  promised;  and  with  the 

Erospect  of  a  revenue  still  more  diminished  than 
e  estimates,  by  two  or  three  millions,—!^  surely 
would  not  run  into  any  expenses  not  required  by 
national  duty  and  honor.  But  those  thus  required 
I  would  vote,  at  all  hazards,  and  in  all  cases.  Nor 
is  it  necessary  that  even  the  expense  contemplated 
by  this  bill  should  be  incurred,  till  a  survey  is  made 
for  the  site  of  forts,  and,  if  the  Executive  or  Con- 
gress pleases,  a  notice  given  to  end  the  treaty,  and 
the  stipulated  tinoe  of  a  year  finished,  before  ac- 
tually erecting  them.  All  apprehensions  of  any 
pretence -being  made  by  England  of  a  departure 
from  the  treaty,  by  adopting  the  measure  in  the 
bill,  could  thus  be  removed,  and  yet  the  bill  pass. 
But  I  do  not  feel  so  much  iaclined  to  travel  out  of 


the  way  to  conciliate  that  haughty  power  by  any 
over-caution,  as  some  may.  Nor  do  I  justify  my 
vote,  however  easy  it  might  be,  by  any  of  her 
previous  lawS  or  encroachments  in  respect  to  this 
territory.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  vote  for  it  under 
a  sense  of  duty  towards  our  own  territory,  our 
own  citizens,  and  our  great  national  interests, 
without  any  reference  to  foreign  misbehavior  or 
foreign  menaces.  I  would  not  wish  for  hostilities^ 
nor  commit  a  wrong;  but,  in  the  path  of  doing 
right — ^armed  strong  in  honesty~I  would  move  on- 
ward, from  my  own  impulses,  my  own  feeling; 
and  neither  halt  nor  turn  aside,  from  dread  of 
wrong  and  violence  by  others. 

By  such  a  course,  under  all  the  circumstances 
before  mentioned,  there  is  much  less  real  danger 
of  national  collision  and  war,  than  by  keeping  up 
such  a  state  of  things  as  exists  at  present—two 
warlike  nations,  with  numerous  tribes  of  savages 
grouped  together  in  one  and  the  same  country: 
two  if  not  three  sets  of  claims  to  territory  ana 
sovereignty;  jealous,  and  vindictive,  and  rival  sub- 
jects together  in  pursuit  of  the  same  game  and 
trade;  no  territorial  laws  or  magistrates;  no  bound- 
aries weekly  plunder  and  murder.  This  is  the 
worst  possible  condition,  to  last  longer^  and  is  un- 
worthy the  civilization,  prudence,  and  mtelligence 
of  either  nation. 

Though  our  own  people,  in  many  quarters^  are 
impatient  to  make  a  more  secure  lodgment  within 
the  territory,  I  do  not  entertain  such  fears  from 
this,  or  the  interests  of  many  of  the  old  and  new 
States,  as  many  do.  Instead  of  the  old  States  be- 
ing depopulated  by  it— or  the  new.  as  some  seetn 
to  fear-^he  distance,  dangers,  and  privations  will 
make  the  progress  of  emigration  slow,  and  rather 
relieve  both  the  okl  and  new  States  from  some  of 
the  most  restless  of  their  population,  than  strip 
them  either  of  much  capital  or  industry.  Manj 
of  our  fathers  came,  onginally,  to  the  Atlantic 
coast,  to  belter  their  condition;  and  our  sons,  going 
to  the  Pacific  from  the  same  motive,  will  no  more 
injure  us  than  they  injured  their  former  homes. 
The  emigration  of  the  former  here  has  not  weak- 
ened England,  A  France,  or  Grermany;  nor  will 
that  of  the  latter  weaken  ns.  Indeed,  they  will 
stijl  remain  on  American  soil;  and  the  stars  and 
stripes  of  our  fla?  will  still  wave  over  them,  it  is 
hoped,  to  the  end  of  time.  r: 

Nor  do  I  dread  any  danger  to  the  Unicm,  or  the 
relative  power  of  the  East  and  West,  or  of  the 
South  and  North,  by  this  measure.  I  have  no 
gorgeous  and  sudden  hopes  on  this  subject.    The 

E regress  of  settlements  will  not  be  rapid.  The  land  ' 
:>unty  will,  of  course,  be  withdrawn  the  moment 
there  is  population  enough  there  for  safety  and 
supplies.  In  the  last  century,  our  people  have,  to 
be  sure,  spread  from  Albany  to  St.  Louis;  and 
thence  nearly  to  the  western  borders  of  Missouri 
and  Iowa.  But  even  now  our  permanent  settlers 
are  six  or  seven  hundred  miles  from  the  crest  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  thousands  of  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  We  are  not  Tartars 
enough  to  wander  much  faster  or  further  than  the 
axe  and  the  plough  can  clear  the  way.  And  if,  a 
half  century  or  a  century  hence,  it  becomes  a  ques- 
tion— which  I  hope  never  will  be  the  case — whe- 
ther the  Union  shall  not  protect  all  between  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  and  where  the  division 
line  shall  be  drawn,  I  am  not  now  to  be  deterred 
from  a  support  of  this  bill  by  any  fear  that  it  may 
hasten  that  remote  catastrophe,  or  throw  the  line 
west  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  or  the  Mississippi,  ^ 
or  the  AUejranies;  rather  than  south,  to  the  Poto- 
mac, or  elsewhere,  between  the  South  and  the 
North.  I  go  into  no  such  speculations;  nor  am  I  * 
fearful  as  to  events  so  remote,  and,  it  is  believed, 
so  improbable.  On  the  other  hand,  if  really  proba- 
ble in  the  natural  course  of  civilization,  ft  is  vain 
for  us' to  attempt  to  shun  or  delay  them  by  such  an 
impotent  measure  as  neglecting  longer  to  le^late 
suitably  for  our  own  territory,  and  the  protection  of 
oar  own  subjects. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  M.  BROWN, 

OF  TENNESSEE. 
tn  the  HmiM  of  RepreseTiUOives,  Jamuiry  3, 1843— 
On  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  law. 
Mr.  MILTON  BROWN  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Spbiker  :  It  is  neither  my  purpose  nor  desire 
to  enter  the  wide  field  of  general  politics  unex- 
pectedly opened  by  this  debate,  but  to  confine  my- 
self strictly  to  the  pending  question  of  r^al. 
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law  has  ever  been  more  misrepresented  or  misun- 
derstOQd  than  the  bankrupt  law  passed  at  the  extra 
session.  Provisions  not  contained  ip  the  law  have 
been  ascribed  to  it;  while  those  it  does  contain  have 
been  so  perverted  and  misrepresented  as  to  niake  a 
fals«  and  delusive  imptression  on  the  public  mind. 
In  its  enactments,  in  its  general  provisions,  and  In 
its  details,  in  its  spirit  and  meaning,  in  its  tenden- 
cies, and  in  its  practical  influences  upon  the  morals 
and  general  welfare  of  society,  it  has  everywhere 
been  misrepresented,  and  almost  everywhere  mis- 
understood. Its  plain  provisions,  calculated  and 
designed  to  protect  the  rights  and  advance  the  best 
interests  of  both  debtor  and  creditor,  saving  the 
former  from  oppression  and  the  latter  from  uaud, 
have  been  represented  as  adverse  to  all  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community.  A  thousand  popular 
prejudices  have  been  most  unjustly  waked  up,  hav- 
ing no  just  foundation  ia  the  provisions  of  the  law 
itself,  but  springing  from  a  desire  of  politicians  to 
operate  on  pending  popular  elections.  This  is  to 
be  regretted— deeply  regretted — as  calculated  to 
mislead  the  popular  mind,  and  prevent  a  fair  and 
calm  decision  of  the  people. 

Before  the  late  presidential  election,-  both  politi- 
cal parties  professed  themselves  jn  favor  of  a  bank- 
rupt law,  and  stood  committed  before  the  country 
for  its  passage.  The  proof  of  this  is  clear  and 
positive,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  recorded  votes, 
the  debates,  and  general  history  of  the  times.  Gen- 
eral Harrison  and  ^[r.  Van  Buren,  the  candidates 
of  the  respective  narties  for  the  Presidency,  while 
in  the  Senate  of  tne  United  States,  had  declared, 
by  their  votes  and  speeches,  that  they  were  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law.  with  only  this 
difference:  Mr.  Yah  Buren  thougnt  it  should  em- 
brace merchants  and  traders  only;  while  General 
Harrison  contended  that  it  ought  equally  and  with- 
out distinction,  to  extend  its  benefits  to  all  classes  of 
society.  Which  of  these  plans  is  preferable,  is  not 
my  purpose  now  to  examine;  certainly,  however, 
it  may  be  safely  a.ssumed  that  the  plan  advocated  by 
General  Harrison  was  then,  and  is  now,  most  con- 
formable to  popular  sentiment.  It  is  my  sole  pur- 
pose, at  present,  to  show  that  both  General  Harri- 
son and  Mr.  Van  Buren  were  the  open  and  avowed 
advocates  of  a  bankrupt  law.  Mr.  Yah  Buren 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  that  reported  the 
bill  of  1826;  and,  in  his  remarks  in  the  Senate  on 
that  bill,  avowed  himself  strongly  In  favor  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  and  declared  he  was  in  its  favor,  (to 
use  his  own  language,)  "not  only  because  he  was 
satisfied  that  a  great  proportion  of  his  immediate 
constituents  desired  it,  but  because  he  believed  their 
claim  upon  Congress,  for  the  exercise  of  its  con- 
stitutional powers  in  this  respect,  could  be  sustained 
on  the  ground  of  policy  as  well  as  justice."  Mr. 
Yan  Buren,  on  the  first  vote  taken,  voted  against 
the  bill-'not  on  account  of  the  general  principle, 
but  on  account  of  a  feature  contained  in  it  which 
he  objected  to;  but,  on  the  other  friends  of  the  bill 
agreeing  to  remove  this  objection,  he  voted  for  the 
reconsideration,  and  he  and  General  Harrison,  side 
by  side,  voted  for  the  bill  on  the  question  of  en- 
grossment for  its  final  passage. 

Mr.  Tyler  and  ICol.  R.  M.  Johnson,  the  candi 
dales  for  the  Yice  Presidency,  were  also  in  favor 
of  a  bankrupt  law,  and  have  since  reiterated  their 
opinions—the  former  in  a  message  to  Congress, 
the  latter  in  a  published  letter.  With  these  can- 
didates for  the  rresidency  and  Yice  Presidency, 
all  avowediv  and  openly  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
a  bankrupt  law,  did  the  respective  political  parties 
enter  the  contest  which  resulted  in  the  Whig  vic- 
tory of  1840.  If  the  question  was  not  fully  dis- 
cussed before  the  people,  it  was  because,  both  par- 
ties being  in  favor  of^  the  measure,  it  was  not  made 
a  matter  of  controversy.  Politicians,  then,  of  all 
parties,  saw  wisdom,  beauty,  good  policy,  and  hu- 
manity, in  a  bankrupt  law.  It  was  inscribed  on 
every  banner,  and  the  unfortunate,  and  the  friends 
of  the  unfortunate,  (who  were,  and  I  hope  now  are, 
far  more  numerous  than  the  unfortunate  them- 
selves,) were  told  that,  no  difference  where  victory 
might  perch,  the  passsige  of  this  measure,  at  least, 
was  safe. 

But  the  proof  that  both  parties  in  that  contest 
were  for  a  bankrupt  law,  and  stood  pledged  for  its 
passage,  does  not  stop  here.  There  is  still  behind 
clearer  and  more  unanswerable  evidence,  not  only 
that  both  parties  were  the  avowed  advocates  of  (he 
measure,  but  showing,  also,  what  were  the  princi- 
ples and  proposedprovisions  of  that  measure.  For 
this  I  refer  to  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appen- 
dix of  1840.    Two  bills,  each  providing  for  a  uni- 


form system^ of  bankruptcy,  were  reported  to  tke 
Senate,  emanating  f^om  ihe  two  political  parties. 
Mr.  Benton,  speaking  of  these  two  bills,  (see  Ap- 
pendix to  Congressional  Globe,  page  502,)  said: 

"Three  members  of  the  Juatciarv  Committee 
have  reported  one  bill;  two  members  have  reported 
another;  and  these  two  bills  eoMinate  from  the  two 

Eolitical  parties  which,  under  whatsoever  names, 
ave  existed  in  this  country  for  fifly  years." 

These  two  bills  were  reported,  one  by  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, (Whig,)  the  other  by  Mr.  Wall,  a  leader  of 
the  Van  Buren  party.  Afler  giving  his  objections 
to  Mr.  Clayton's  bill — objecting  to  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  was,  as  he  alleged,  partial  and  unequal, 
not  extending  its  benefits  alike  to  all,  and  limited 
to  two  years'  duration — Mr.  Benton  then  turned 
to  Mr.  Wall's  bill,  and  said: 

"The  other  (that  is.  Mr.  Wall's  bill)  is  a  gen- 
eral bill,  looking  to  the  rights  of  creditors  as  well 
as  to  the  relief  of  debtors — intended  for  the  future 
as  well  as  for  the  present  and  past—applicable  to 
corporations  as  well  as  to  persons — embracing  the 
compulsory  as  well  as  the  voluntary  feature — and 
makmg  provision  for  those  who  are  not,  as  well 
as  those  who  are,  technically  merchants  and  tra- 
ders," 

Another  prominent  objection  urged  by  Mr^  Ben- 
ton against  Mr.  Clayton's  Whig  bill,  and  reason 
why  he  preferred  Mr.  Wall's  Democratic  bill,  may 
be  seen  by  the  following  extracl  of  his  speech: 

"There  is  to  be  (said  Mr.  Benton,  referring  to  his 
objections  to  Mr.  Clayton's  bill)  a  line  of  division 
between  the  debtors — a  horizontal  line;  those  above 
the  line  are  to  have  relief— those  below  it  are  de- 
nied it.  This  results  from  the  amount  which  the 
debtor  must  owe  in  order  to  entitle  himself  to  the 
benefits  of  its  provisions.  The  bill  provides  for 
an  amount,  and  leaves  the  sum  in  blaUK.  Will  the 
reporter  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  B.,  (addressing  him- 
self to  Mr.  Clayton  of  Delaware,)  name  the  amount 
which  it  is  proposed  to  inserti 

"Mr.  Clayton  said  he  had  not  been  instructed  to 
move  a  particular  sum,  but  five  hundred  dollars 
had  been  mentioned  in  the  committee. 

"Mr.  B.  continued.  Five  hundred  dollars.  That 
was  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  conunittee,  and  no 
other  sum  is  mentioned  here.  Five  hundred  dol- 
lars must  be  considered,  then,  as  the  amount  neces* 
sary  to  be  owed,  to  entitle  a  person  to  the  relief  of 
this  act.  Now,  this  is  arbitrary  and  unequal;  it 
cuts  off  the  small  dealers,  the  persons  of  little  prop- 
erty, the  laborers;  it  cuts  them  off  from  the  benefit 
of  the  act,  and  operates  as  an  encouragement  to 
people  to  go  largefv  in  debt,  as  the  large  debtors  are 
to  be  relieved,  and  the  small  ones  not.  It  makes 
the  act  exclusively  for  large  dealers;  and  this,  con- 
trary to  the  principle  of  equality  which  is  profess- 
ed in  the  bill,  and  without  anv  foundation  in  reason 
and  justice.  The  weight  of  debt  is  relative,  not 
absolute.  It  depends  on  the  amount  of  the  debtor's 
property,  and  not  upon  the  amount  of  the  debt.  To 
one  man,  a  debt  6f  one  hundred  dollars  is  as  much 
as  a  hundred  thousand  or  a  million  is  to  another. 
To  one  man  five  hundred  dollars  is  as  much  as 
five  hundred  thousand  is  to  another;  and,  beyond 
question,  the  most  numerous  class  of  debtors  in  the 
United  States  are  those  who  owe  less  than  the  min- 
imum proposed  in  this  bill.  But  these  small  debt^ 
ors,  numerous  as  they  are,  are  disregarded  and 
overlooked  by  the  bill.  They  are  to  work  out  their 
debts  in  sorrow  and  in  misery,  carrying  their  end- 
less load  to  the  grave;  while  the  dashers,  the  large 
debtors,  clear  out  theirs  by  a  declaration  and  sur- 
render." 

Again:  Mr.  Benton  said,  speaking  with  referr 
ence  to  the  coming  presidential  election: 

''I  do  not  think  the  present  session  the  propitious 
one  for  beneficial  action  on  this  subject.  Five  hun- 
dred thousand  voters,  demanding  the  passage  of  a 
law  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  must  have  an  influ- 
ence on  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  lawgiver,  as 
well  as  on  his  judgment  and  conscience.  Since 
they  have  waited  so  long,  I  should  have  preferred 
a  delay  of  a  few  months  more.  Still,  the  subject 
is  before  us,  and  we  are  here;  and  I  am  willing  to 
act,  and  to  do  what  1  believe  to  be  mv  duty.  1  am 
ready  to  assist  in  framing  an  act  wnich  shall  be 
general  in  its  provisions,  and  just  in  its  application; 
which  shall  do  justice  to  the  creditor  as  well  as  the 
delAor,  which  shall  apply  to  trading  and  money- 
dealing  corporations  as  well  as  to  trading  and  mo- 
ney-dealine  individuals;  which  shall  be  compulsory 
with  resardto  traders  and  dealers,  whether  natural 
or  artificial;  which  shall  be  optional  with  respect 
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to  other  classes  of  the  comauuiiiv  mT^iHT* 
distinguish  between  misfortune  aii  mLmSS,?-*^ 

Again,  in  another  place,  he  adds'  "Tk«  km 
the  minority  (Mr.  Wall's  till)  furnishes  the  V^ 
basis  for  the  enactment  dr  a  bankrupt  system!" 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  here  is  the  direct  testimony  nf 
Mr.  Benton  on  two  poinU:  First,  that  Mr  w.,S' 
bill  originated  with,  and  emanated  from  tJvI^ 
Buren  party,  to  which  he  and  Mr.  "Wallkion  !? 
and,  second,  that  it  furnished  the  true  basis  forT 
ena<:tment  of  a  bankrupt  system.  Re 
"These  two  bills  emanate  from  the  twoDoiw^^ 
parties,  which,  under  whatsoever  names  W  J/ 
isted  in  this  country  for  fif\y  years."  He'aLsft  .2-" 
that  Mr.  Wall's  bill,  emanaiing  from,  and  dqJSJ 
to  the  country  by  the  Van  Buren  parly  firniSS 
"the  true  basis  for  the  enactment  of  a  baiikruatnS 

Now,  sir,  it  is  material,  in  tracing  thejtandiair 
of  parties  on  this  question,  to  know  whaiwJrtlK 
Democratic  features  of  this  Democrafic  bill  renoJL 
ed  by  Mr.  Wall,  and  held  forth  to  the  anxionshS 
of  a  suffering  country  bj  Hhe  Van  Baren  wS? 
during  the  pendency  of  the  presidenUal  elS' 
What  were  its  features'?  Did  it  embrace  thensi 
as  well  as  the  future!  Did  it  discharge  coniiJS 
made  before  the  passage  of  the  lawl  Did  ii  ina 
word,  contain  any  or  all  the  provisions  that' ha^ 
been  urged  as  objections  to  the  law  of  iheexUa 


of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  is  Seutf 
bill  No.  324.  What  does  Mr.  Wall  himself  ayof 
this  bill,  which,  according  to  the  then  opinions  of 
that  party,  was  the  true  basis  for  the  enadmeDtof 
a  bankrupt  law7  Mr.  Wall  says:  (Appendix  Globe, 

"It  is  intended  to  act  both  retrospectireij  and 

Srospectively.  It  looks  upon  the  past,  not  to  can- 
earn,  but  to  relieve.  The  whole  land  is  strewed 
with  the  wrecks  of  bankruptcy,  and  we  cannot  look 
in  any  direction  without  perceiving  the  jeism  ei 
Hclsam  of  trade  cast  upon  the]  shores.  All  mut 
admit  the  fact,  however  much  thev  may  disaj^iee 
as  to  the  causes,  that  the  state  of  things  has  resale 
ed  from  the  contractions  and  expansions  of  the  cur- 
rency; and  that  the  fluctuations  growing  out  of  it 
have  impaired  all  business  depending  on  priees, 
the  hazards  and  vicissitudes  incident  to  commeite 
and  trade.  The  best  energies  of  the  country  hare 
been  paralyzed;  the  brightest  visions  of  gain  hare 
disappeared;  and  the  wisest  and  most  prodent 
schemes,  uniting  public  improvement  wuh  indi- 
vidual interest,  nave  perished,  as  if  by  magic,  in 
the  universal  revulsion  that  has  desolated  the  coon- 
try.  This  bill  proposes  to  cast  the  manile  of  ob^ 
livion  over  the  pest  conduct  of  the  debtor,  orer  his 
acts  which  may  have  been  compelled,  or  the  pref- 
erences which  may  have  hten.  extortet^  in  his  vain 
struggles  to  prolong  his  existence  in  the  marts  of 
trade.  All  that  it  demands  from  the  debtor  vho 
seeks  its  benefits,  is,  that  he  should  honestly  surren- 
der what  is  left,  however  small,  for  thegeneral  ben- 
efit of  his  creditors." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  lights  thrown  ii}|oo 
this  subject  by  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Wall,  and  vith 
the  bill  itself  before  us,  let  us  compare  itsfeatnrei 
with  the  one  passed  at  the  extra  session,  against 
which  so  much  prejudice  has  been  excited;  and, to 
effect  this  the  more  clearly,  let  us  trace  the  leading 
objections  raised  to  the  bill  passed  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion, and  which  have  been  seized  upon  to  render  it 
unpopular. 

The  first  and  chief  objection  to  that  law  hasbeen 
its  retrospective  operation — that,  is,  its  operation  on 
contracts  entered  into  prior  to  the  pasage  of  the 
law.  Did  Mr.  Wall's  bill  contain  this  featvrel 
Mr.  Benton,  and  Mr.  Wall  settle  this  in  the  affinB»> 
tive.  Mr.  Benton  says  "it  was  intended  for  the  fa- 
ture,  as  well  as  the  present  and  past."  Mr.  Wall 
says  "it  was  intended  to  act  both  retrospectively 
and  prospectively;"  that  it  looked  to  "the  put,  not 
to  condemn,  but  to  relieve;"  that  it  profwsed  "to 
cast  the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  the  past  condoctof 
the  debtor;"  and  that  all  it  demanded  from  the  debtor 
was,  **that  he  should  honestly  surrender  vhat  is 
left,  however  small,  for  the  general  benefit  of  his 
creditors." 

It  is  certain,  therefore,  that  this  plan  of  a  bank- 
rupt law,  emanating  from  the  Van  Bnren  pai^ 
and  promised  to  a  snfiering  country,  in  the  event  ct 
the  continuance  of  that  party  in  power,  did  enbn^ 
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past  iraiisacUoDs;  it  was  designed  to  wipe  out  debts 
contracted  before  the  passage  of  the  law. 

It  is  trne  that  Mr.  Benton  was  a  Httle  afraid  that 
90  many  voters,  who  were  unfortunately  rained, 
and  now  demanding  relief,  might,  on  the  eve  of  an 
election,  have  an  undue  influence  on  the  "hopes 
aad  fears,"  as  well  as  the  "judgment  and  con- 
scieace''  of  the  lawgiver;  aitfl  he  preferred,  that  as 
they  had  waited  so  long,  and  suffered  so  long,  they 
woald  wait  on,  and  suffer  cm,  until  after  they  had  . 
given  their  votes  at  the  then  approaching  presiden- 
tial election.    But  aAer  they  had  given  their  votes, 
and  the  election  was  over,  and  the  danger  of  the 
('judgment  and  conscience"  of  the  lawgiver  being 
impropefly  inflaenced  by  the  "hopes  and  fears" 
growing  out  of  that  election  had  passed,  then  these 
nnfoftunate  men  were  to  have  relief.    Yes,  relief! 
And  that,  too,  at  (he  hands  of  the  Van   Buren 
party.    Not  refief  from  debts  that  might  beacon- 
traded  after  the  nassage  of  the  law;  not  from  fu- 
ture debts--for  in  this,  these  unfortunate  men  had  no 
nore  concern  than  others;  but  from  present  and 
past  contracts— from  debts  contracted  before  the 
passage  of  the  law.    And  this  promise  to  the  unfor- 
tunate was  not  allowed  to  hang  on  general  and 
vagae  declaration?;  but  the  bill  itself,  Democratic 
10  all  its  features,  and  emanating  from  the  hands 
of  the  Van  Bnren  party,  was  held  up  to  the  hope  of 
those  whose  fortunes  had  been  wasted  by  the  sad 
reverses  of  the   times,  and  who  had  nothing  lefl 
bni  their   good  names,  and  their   votes  and  in- 
flaence  at  the  ballot-box.    Mr.  Benton  even  then 
declared  his  readiness  to  act,  and  to  act  promptly; 
and  others  declared  the  same:  but  it  so  happened 
that  nothing   was  done.     The  subject  was  lefl 
open,  both  parties  professing  to  be  for  the  measure, 
and  standing  pledged  for  its  passage.    Did  we  then 
hear  of  the  demoralizing  consequences  of  a  bank- 
rnpi  law7    Did  we  then  near  anything  of  this  effort 
now  making  all  over  the  country  to  degrade  and 
dishonor  those  who  ask  relief  1    I^othing  of  aH  this 
▼as  heard.    It  was  then  regarded  by  all  as  right, 
virmous,  and  honorable,  for  the  unfortunate  to  ask 
relief;  and  a  constitutional,  virtuous,  and  patriotic 
daiy  in  Congress  to  grant  it<.    Seeing  tnis,  Mr. 
Webster  rose  and  congratulated  the  Senate  and  the 
coontry  that  this  subject  "did  not  connect  itself  with 
any  of  the  pany  contests  of  the  day;"  and  spoke  of 
it  "as  a  green  spot  in  the  midst  of*  the  fiery  deserts 
of  party  strife." 

This,  sir,  is  the  manner  in  which  this  subject 
was  treated  by  all  parties  before  the  presidential 
election. 

And  here  let  me  pause,  and  ask  a  question  obvi- 
ously suggested  by  these  facts.    I  invite  a  response 
horn  the  candid  and  honest  of  all  parties.    Seeing 
that  both  parties,  during  the  presidential^ canvass, 
had  promised  relief  to. the  unfortunate,  and  ^ven 
assurances  of  the  parage  of  a  bankrupt  law;  see- 
ing that  all  the  candidates  for  the  Presidency  and 
Vice  Presidency  had  inscribed  this  promise  on 
their  banners,  and  none  objected  to  it;  seeing  that 
two  plans,  emanating  from  the  two  political  par- 
ties, both  retrospective  in  their  operation,  had  been 
held  out  as  rivals  for  popular  favor, — ^was  not  the 
extra  session  of  Congress  bound  to  conclude  that 
these  facts  bad  ^ven  undoubted  evidence  of  public 
opinion  on  the  subject?    Add  to  this,  that  a  flood  of 
petitions  rolled  in  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union, 
signed  by  men  of  all  parties— by  those  who  were 
insolvent  and  by  those  who  were  rich— and  pre- 
sented here  on  this  floor  by  members  of  all  parties, 
with  scarcely  a  petition  or  other  evidence  of  popu- 
lar opinion  on  the  other  side — was  it  not  reasonable 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  public  judg- 
ment was  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  lawl    Sir,  this 
was  the  impression  mi^de  on  my  mind;  and  I  doubt 
not  was  made  on  a  majority  of  the  House  at  the 
time.    Sir,  it  cannot  be  concealed  that  the  reason 
why  many,  <very  many,  of  the  opposition  on  this 
floor  voted  against  the  law,  was  not  because  of 
their  convictions  against  it;  but  because  of  a  deter- 
mination, founded  in  party  policy,  lo  throw  the 
responsibility  of  all  measures  on  the  Whigs.    Bat 
to  return. 

Another  objection  to  the  law  of  the  extra  session 
is,  that  it  embraces  not  only  the  ampnUory,  bnt  the 
voluntary  feature  also.  Mr.  Walrs  biU  did  the 
same;  for  which  we  also  have  the  direct  testimony 
o(  Mr.  Benton.  He  says  it  embraced  "the  compul- 
sory as  well  as  the  voluntary  feature." 

Another  objection  to  the  latv  of  the  extra  session 
is,  that  it  includes  those  who  are  not,  as  well  as 
th6se  who  are,  faerchams  and  traders.  Mr.  Wall's 
jbiH  did  the  same.    It  included  all  c\^es— none 


were  left  out  of  its  provisions.  Mr.  Benton  said 
it  made  provisions  "for  those  who  are  not,  as 
well  as  those  who  are,  technically  merchants  and 
traders." 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  of  the  extra  session 
is,  that  it  extends  down  to  sums  too  small.  Mr. 
Wall's  bill  extended  to  all  sums,  and  Mr.  Benton 
lauded  this  as  a  most  Democratic  feature;  it  was, 
indeed  and  emphatically,  the  poor  man's  bankrupt 
law — not  for  your  large  debtors  and  *'dashers" 
merely,  but  for  small  debtors  also.  ,Yes,  sir;  and  I 
venture  to  say,  that  if  the  law  of  the  extra  session 
had  failed  to  include  small  debtors,  and  had  been 
confined  to  large  ones,  it  would  have  been  pro- 
nounced a  most  odious  discrimination,  designed  to 
favor  large  and  reckles^)  speculators. 

Another  objection  to  the  law  of  the  extra  session 
is,  that  ii  discharges  the  debtor  without  the  consent 
of  the  creditor.  Mr.  Wall's  bill  did  the  same.  The 
debtor's  discharge  depended  not  on  the  consent  of  a 
part  or  of  all  his  creditors,  but  on  the  decision  of  a 
court  and  jury. 

Again:  it  has  been  objected  that  the  provision 
under  this  law  of  the  extra  session,  allowing  the 
bankrupt  an  amount,  at  the  discretion  of  the  cOtirt, 
not  in  any  case  to  exceed  S300,  was  too  liberal. 
Mr.  Wall's  bill  went  much  beyond  this.  It  allow- 
ed the  bankrupt  his  clothes,  &c.,  his  tools  of  trade, 
household  and  kitchen  furniture,  two  cows,  &c., . 
and  also  all  that  was  allowed  by  the  insolvent  laws 
of  the  respective  States.  Not  only  this;  but  he  was 
to  be  allowed  one  dollar  a  day  fut*  attendance  before 
the  court,  and  also  not  exceeding  three  dollars  per 
week  for  each  member  of  his  family,  for  their  sup- 
port for  a  time  not  exceeding  two  months.  And  if, 
on  final  discharge  of  an  appeal,  the  bankrupt's  es- 
tate paid  fii\y  cents  in  the  dollar,  he  was  to  be  al- 
lowed five  per  cent,  of  his  estate,  provided  the  per 
cent,  did  not  amount  to  over  $500.  Mr.  Wall's 
bill  was,  therefore,  far  the  most  liberal  in  its  allow- 
ance. If  the  bill  of  the  extra  session  in  this  respect 
was  wrong,  Mr.  Wall's  bill  was  still  worse. 

Another  objection  urged  to  the  law  of  the  extra 
session  is,  that  it  discharges  the  obligation  existing 
between  security  and  principal.  Mr.  Wall's  bill 
did  the  same.  Besides,  this  law  is  far  better  guard- 
ed against  fraud,  than  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Wall 
and  his  political  friends.  Tnis  law  excepts  out  of 
its  benefits  defaulters  tq  the  Government — that  did 
not.  This  law  excepts  out  of  its  benefits  delinquent 
executors,  administrators,  guardians,  trustees;  &c. — 
that  did  not. 

I  might  trace  the  parallel  between  these  two  bills 
further;  but  it  is  useless.  My  purpose  has  been  to 
show — what  is  the  fact — that  every  feature  in  the  law 
of  the  extra  session  which  has  been  deemed  excep- 
tionable, and  has  been  seized  upon  and  perverted 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  unpopular,  tor  politi- 
cal efiect,  is  to  be  found  in  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Wall,  and  held  forth  by  the  Van  Buren  party,  be- 
fore the  late  presidential  election,  as  the  bow  of 
promise  to  a  country  deluged  by  revolutions  and 
disasters.  I  might  do  more.  I  could,  by  pursuing 
the  parallel  between  these  bills,  show  that,  while 
that  of  the  extra  session  contains  no  featuYe  deemed 
objectionable  which  is  not  lo  be  found  in  that  of 
Mr.  Wall,  it  is  far  better  guarded  against  frauds. 
But  this  1  leave  for  those  who  may  be  carious  to 
pursue  the  subject;  repeating,  however,  that  I  invite 
investigation. 

The  chief,  if  not  the  only,  dij^tinction  in  princi- 
ple, between  these  bills,  is,  that  Mr.  Wall's  included 
oanks  and  other  corporations;  and  that  of  the  extra 
session  does  not.  '  But  all  will  agree,  that  the  law 
of  the  extra  session,  if  unpopular,  does  not  owe  its 
unpopularity  to  this.  Besides,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  provision  in  Mr.  Wall's  bill  on  this  subject 
would  have  been  entirely  inoperative.  It  provided 
that  any  State  might  release  its  banks  and  other 
corporations  from  the  operations  of  the  law.  This 
rendered  its  provisions  unequal  and  not  uniform, 
and  therefore  unconstitutional.  It  made  it  inope- 
rative and  useless,  because  the  States  would  gen- 
erally, if  not  always,  grant  the  exemption,  and  ren- 
der the  law  of  Congress  powerless. 

Having  tried  to  explain,  with  as  much  clearness 
and  fainiess  as  I  could,  the  standing  of  all  parties 
on  this  question,  and  shown  that  all,  in  some  form 
or  other,  have  declared  in  favor  of  a  nniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  I  come  to  the  direct  question— 
ou^ht  this  law  now  to  be  repealedl 

The  power  to  pass  the  law  is  engrafted  into 
the  Constitution,  and  comes  to  us  by  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers.  This  power 
was  conferred  on  the  federal  Govenixnent  by  (i 
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vote  of  all  the  States  but  one.  The  opinions 
of  Washington,  of  Madison,  of  Marshall,  and  a 
host  of  others,  constituting  a  large  majority  of 
our  greatest  and  best  men,  living  and  dead,  stand 
recorded  in  favor  of  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  a 
bankrupt  law.  We  have  the  example,  in  some  form 
or  other,  of  every  commercial  nation  on  earth. 
Should  we  not  then  pause  before  we  hazily,  and 
under  an  excitement  raised  by  misrepresentations 
and  misunderstandings  of  its  spipt  and  object,  erase 
this  law  from  the  statute-book,  leaving  behind  it 
prejudices  deep  and  lasting  against  all  laws  on  the 
subject,  that  will,  perhaps,  in  all  future  time,  cause 
this  wise  provision  of  the  Constitution  to  remain  a 
dead  letterl  If  the  law  is  defective,  ought  we  not 
to  amend,  rather  than  destroy  itl 

The  leading,  if  not  the  only  popular,  objections 
to  this  law,  have  been  drawn  from  its  retrospective 
action — its  operation  on  past  contracts.  Nearly  all 
have  declared  in  favor  of  a  law  to  operate  on  future 
contracts.  This  bill  for  repeal,  in  the  form  it  is 
likely  to  pass,  retains,  the  retrospective,  and  only 
repeals  the  prospective  feature— that  is,  it  retains  the 
part  supposed  to  be  unpopular,  and  repeals  ^t 
which  IS  a  favorite  with  all ! 

The  first  operation  of  the  law  is  its  retrospective 
feature,  which  is  'favorable  to  debtors :  its  second 
operation  is  its  prospective  feature,  which  is  favor- 
able to  creditors,  why  allow  it  to  operate  in  part, 
and  then  repeal  it?  The  law  was  designed  as  a 
system  looking  to  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present 
and  the  past — looking  to  the  rights  of  creditors,  as 
well  as  debtors.  Why  allow  it  to  operate  in  favor 
of  one  class,  and  then,  by  repeal,  prevent  its  opera- 
tion in  favor  of  the  btherl  This  law,  by  this  repeal 
biU,  is  in  dainger  of  mutilation— in  danger  of  being 
rendered  useless,  if  not  injurious,  by  cutting  asun- 
der parts  essential  to  the  value  and  vitality  of  each 
other. 

It  is  not  designed  to  rejpeal  the  bankrupt  law  as  a 
whole,  but  to  repeal  one-half  of  it  only;  and'the  part 
proposed  to  be  repealed  is  that  which  is  objected  to 
oy  no  pne.  This  is  a  strange  state  of  the  question. 
An  excitement  has*been  gotten  up,  and,  for  political 
effect,  this  law  has  been  misrepresented,  and  dis- 
torted, and  denounced,  all  over  the  country,  as  par- 
tial in  its  operation,  and^  discharging  debtors  with- 
out any  corresponding  benefit  to  creditors.  Cred- 
itors, looking  only  at  the  first  operations  of  the  law, 
have  been  induced  erroneously  to  suppose  it  inju- 
rious to  their  interests;  and  now,  before  that  part 
whftsh  is  unquestionably  beneficial  to  them  can 
be  brought  fairly  into  exercise,  and  fully  understood 
by  the  country,  it  is  to  be  repealed,  and  the  law  is 
to  be  prevented  from  vindicating  its  own  wisdom  by 
time  and  experience. 

Sir,  in  these  times,  so  sadly  out  of  joint,  when  a 
temporary  triumph  in  a  popular  election  is  more 
looked  to  than  the  permanent  good  of  the  country, 
and  when  patriotism  in  the  breasts  of  many  is  ex- 
tinguished by  motives  of  party  and  personal  eleva- 
tion, it  is  not  remarkable  that  this  law  should  have 
been  misrepresented.  Though  blessed  with  but 
little  foresight,  I  foresaw  ana  foretold  this  in  the 
remarks  I  made  on  the  bill  before  its  passage  at  the 
extra  session.  I  hope  1  shall  be  pardoned  for  read- 
ing from  my  printed  speech  what  I  then  said.  After 
giving  my  general  yiews  on  the  subject,  I  said: 

"1  know  that  it  takes  time  to  develop  the  opera- 
tion of  any  system.  The  people  have  to  learn  and 
become  accustomed  to  it,  in  order  properly  to  appre- 
ciate its  value.  I  know  this  system  will  go  out  like 
a  stranger,  who  must  not  expect  to  gain  full  confi- 
dence before  he  has  tormed  his  acquaintance  in  the 
community.  I  know,  sir,  that  a  thousand  preju- 
dices will  be  raised  against  it.  But  if  the  people 
will  sustain  it  until  it  nas  passed  its  &ay  of  trial,  as 
I  believe  they  will,  the  consequences  will  be  happy 
and  glorious.  The  silent  but  potent  influence  of 
this  system  in  regulating  society,  and  in  improving 
the  morals  of  the  country,  may  not  at  once  be  seen; 
but  in  the  end  it  will  be  developed,  and  its  power- 
ful influence  will  be  universally  acknowledged. 

''Every  important  change  in  our  social  condition 
must  meet  with  opposition.  It  breaks  in  on  pre- 
viously-formed opinions  and  long-established  habits 
of  thinking,  and  must  therefore  be  for  a  while 
viewed  with  distrust,  and  regarded  by  some  as  a 
troublesome  intruder.  It  is  this  that  gives  me  the 
only  unea.siness  I  feel  about  this  measure,  in  the 
event  of  its  passage." 

Sir,  after  listening,  with  the  most  anxious  desire 
for  the  truth,  to  all  that  has  been  said  against  this 
law,  Ihaveanunchanged  opinion,  that,  if  sustained 
by  the  people,  and  allowed  to  remain  unrepc^' 
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until  it  shall  have  been  tested  by  time  and  expe- 
rience, it  will  do  n^uch  permanent  good. 

This  law,  in  its  prospective  operation,  is  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  iraua,  by  cutting  off  fraudulent 
conveyances  and  dishonest  preferences.  It  aims  a 
deadly  blow  at  all  conveyances  designed  to  defraud 
creditors.  It  Subjects  the  debtor  who  makes  them 
to  its  compulsory  process,  and  gives  to  the  honest 
creditor  a  most  efficient  and  effective  remedy 
against  fraud  and  concealment. 

Again:  it  not  pnly  furnishes  the  most  powerful 
weapons  against  dishonestv,  but  it  holds  out  the 
strongest  inducements  for  honesty.  In  this  it  will 
improve  the  morals  of  the  country,  and  save  many 
a  cheek  from  the  blush  of  euilt.  The  man  who 
has  been  in  affiuence,  but  finds  himself  scathed  by  a 
stroke  of  misfortune,  too  often  finds  an  excuse  to 
his  own  conscience  for  concealing,  in  the  hands  of 
his  friends,  something  to  give  bread  to  those  who 
are  helple&s  an^i  dependent  on  him.  This  is  wrong; 
bat  man^  will  do  it  as  long  as  the  law  allows  no 
final  relief  or  discharge.  If  the  creditor  gives  np 
aN,  still  he  is  in  bondage.  The  little  he  may  earn 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  to  supply  the  wants  of 
those  dependent  on  him,  is  subject  to  be  taken.  In 
this  conaition,  he  yields  to  the  temptation,  and  con- 
ceals his  property.  This,  I  repeat,  is  wrong.  But, 
qask,  is  not  the  law  wrong  that  leads  him  into  this 
temptation^  Is  it  not  better  to  say  to  him,  Give  up 
honestly  and  folly  all  you  have,  and  you  shall  go 
freel  Will  he  not  give  up  alll  Will  he  not  be 
saved  from  temptationi  And  will  not  his  integrity 
be  preservedl  And,  I  will  add,  will  not  creditors, 
under  the  operatfon  of  this  motive,  acting  on  debt- 
ors, get  more  than  they  otherwise  wouldl 

This  law  provides  for  equality  in  the  distribution 
of  the  debtor's  property,  and  forbids  unfair  and  un- 
just preferences  given  to  favorite  and  confidential 
creditors.  This  cuts  up  by  the  roots  the  largest 
and  most  fruitful  source  of  fraud  and  injustice.  Qo 
into  your  courts  of  chancery  and  of  law,  and  inquire 
what  opens  the  most  extensive  harvest  in  the  field 
of  litigation;  and  you  will  find  that  it  is  the  permis- 
sion which  the  law  has  heretofore  given  to  debtors 
to  divide  out  their  property  among  a  portion  of  their 
creditors,  to  the  total  exclusion  of  all  others.  A 
.man,  for  example,  doing  an  extensive  business, 
.  finds  himself  in  sinking  circumstances,  and  imme- 
diately determines  to  save  his  friends— and  that, 
perhaps,  with  the  secret  understanding  that  they 
shall  save  him  from  the  danger  of  wanting  suffi- 
cient means  to  play  the  gentleman  upon.  An  as- 
signment, a  mortgage,  or  a  deed  oi  trust,  is  ex- 
ecuted, by  which  all  his  property  is  at  once  trans- 
ferred to  those  (Confidential  creditors  and  friends, 
appointing  some  one  in  the  confidence  and  under 
the  control  of  the  debtor  as  trustee.  And  it  is  very 
common  for  the  trustee  and  creditors  to  commence 
operations  by  appointing  the  debtor  himself  their 
agent  to  conduct  the  business  and  wind  up  its  con- 
cerns. Other  creditors,  seeing  this,  and  feeling  the 
injustice  done  them,  go  to  law  for  what  they  con- 
ceive to  be  their  rights^  but,  in  the  end,  they  are 
generally  turned  out  or  court,  having  learned,  to 
their  cost,  that  the  law  tolerated  these  mortgages, 
assignments,  and  deeds  of  trust;  and  that  it  was 
within  the  sovereign  pleasure  of  the  debtor  to  give 
his  property  to  either  of  his  creditors,  though  it 
might  be  a  father,  a  brother,  or  a  son. 

Take  another  example  of  frequent  occurrence. 
A  man — a  merchant,  tor  example^in  casting  up 
Ylvs  accounts,  makes  the  unwelcome  discovery  that 
his  debts  exceed  his  credits — that  he  is  unable  to 
meet  his  engagements.  He  is  willing  to  give  up 
all  at  .once,  it  that  would  discharge  him;  but  the 
State  laws  do  not  allow  this.  Though  nine-tenths 
of  his  creditors  should  agree  to  his  discharge,  the 
others  may  hold  him  in  bondage  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  Ilaving,  therefore,  nothing  to  gain,  and 
much  to  lose,  by  bringing  his  business  to  a  close  and 
making  a  full  surrender  to  his  creditors,  he  becomes 
desperate,  and  resolves  to  go  on  and  put  every 
thing  to  the  hazard  of  a  bold  enterprise,  and  risk 
his  fortune  and  future  hopes  on  a  single  adven- 
ture. In  the  language  of^  a  distinguished  orator 
and  statesman  of  South  Carolina,  "If  he  should 
succeed,  he  is  saved;  and  if  he  fails,  he  can  only 
perish;  which,  as  ruin  already  stares  him  in  the 
face,  will  not  render  his  condition  much  worse  than 
it  is.  Being  driven  by  the  force  of  circumstances 
to  this  determination,  the  means  of  executing  it  are 
at  hand.  He  has  friends;  the  banks  are  open  to 
them;  loans  are  obtained  by  means  of  endorsements 
of  men  in  good  credit,  under  a  solemn  pledge  that, 
come  what  may,  thera  shall  be  no  departure  from 


the  modem  code  of  honor,  which  makes  it  the  most 
sacred  of  duties  to  secure  the  friendly  endorser,  no 
matter  at  whose  expense,  or  at  what  sacrifice  of  feel- 
ing or  principle.  With  a  fictitious  credit,  thus 
created  and  tnas  supported,  the  debtor  engages 
boldly  in  a  species  of  commercial  gambling.  The 
luck  is  against  him,  and  his  doom  is  sealed.  But 
though  he  must  perish,  he  resolves  to  fall  with 
honor.  He  goes  into  the  market,  and,  on  the 
strength  of  the  credit  obtained  by  the  countenance 
of  his  friends,  possesses  himself  of  the  goods  of 
others;  then  fails,  and  assigns  his  whole  estate,  in- 
cluding the  goods  thus  obtained,  to  these  very 
friends,  and  leaves  all  others  to  their  fate." 

This  picture  every  one  of  observation  will  re- 
cognise^ as  true  to  the  life.  This  power  of  prefer- 
ring confidential  creditors  is  the  author  of  a  thou- 
sand gambliner  speculations,  gotten  up  by  persons 
in  sinking  and  desperate  circumstances,  and  sus- 
tained by  fictitious  credit.  It  is  the  source  of  the 
splendid  failures  which  dazzle  and  astonish  the 
commercial  world  with  the  magnificence  of  the 
bubbles  that  have  bursted,  and  which  exhibit  such 
a  vast  disproportion  between  debtors'  property  and 
th^  amounts  of  their  indebtedness.  I^ot  only  this; 
but  it  opens  the  widest  door  for  all  manner  of  fraud 
and  imposition  on  the  honest  and  unsuspecting, 
who  are  but  little  acquainted  with  the  games  of  de- 
ception that  can  be  played  off  by  the  dishonest  and 
fraudulent  gambler  m  commercial  adventures. 

This  law,  in  its  prospective  operation,  is  calcu- 
lated, in  a  great  iSegree,  to  check  this  growing  and 
swelling  tide  of  evil,  which  is  pouring  its  bitter 
waters  over  the  land.  It  provides  for  equality  in 
the  distribution  of  the  debtor's  property,  forbids  un- 
fair preferences,  and  protects  the  mass  of  honest 
and  unsuspecting  creditors  from  the  cunning  and 
devices  of^  the  few  who  usually  engross  aU  the 
debtor's  property.  How  often  has  it  been  seen  that 
A  large  estate,  by  the  magic  concealment  of  mort- 

fages,  deeds  of  trust,  and  secret  conveyances,  has 
een  swept  into  the  nands  of  confidential  friends, 
(perhaps  the  near  relations  of  the  bankrupt,)  or  into 
the  grasp  of  banks  and  other  moneyed  corporations, 
to  save  endorsers,  while  the  mass  of  creditors  get 
nothingt  Debts  contracted  to  raise  the  means  of 
wild  speculation  are  paid;  while  those  contracted 
for  the  produce  of  the  "sweat  of  the  brow"  of  the 
farmer  and  mechanic  go  neglected.  Not  only  this; 
but  it  often  happens  that  the  cotton,  the  tobacco,  the 
com,  and  the  wheat,  obtained  on  a  credit  from  the 

Slanfer  and  farmer,  go  to  save  endorsers  or  confi- 
ential  friends,  while  those  who  raised  the  prod- 
uce from  the  soil  go  unrewarded— and  that,  too, 
in  many  instances,  where  these  very  endorsers  and 
confidential  friends  had  given  to  the  bankrupt  a 
fictitious  credit,  and  enabled  him  to  purchase  the 
property  of  the  unsuspecting,  under  the  cover  of 
this  deception.  Is  this  not  wrongi  This  law  is 
designed  to  put  an  end  to  this,  and  place  confidence 
and  credit  on  surer  and  juster  foundations.  That 
the  speculator  and  money-dealer  should  oppose 
this,  is  not  so  remarkable;  but  that  the  mass  or  the 
people  should,  when  they  rightly  understand  it,  is 
impossible.  They  may  for  a  while  be  deceived — 
and  that,  too,  by  those  who,  on  other  occasions,  and 
when  no  political  capital  was  to  be  made,  have  eu- 
logized the  law;  but  they  cannot  long  remain  de- 
ceived. Truth,  crushed  for  a  while,  will  re-estab- 
lish itself;  and  the  good  sense  of  the  people,  when 
they  understand  the  matter  rightly,  will  discover 
their  own  best  interests.  • 

It  will,  in  its  prospective  operation,  restrain  that 
system  of  suretyship  which,  while  it  seldom  does 
good,  or  benefits  any  one,  has  been  the  destruction 
of  thousands.  Cut  off  the  flattering  promise  .of 
mortgages  and  deeds  of  trust  and  other  preferences, 
in  the  event  of  the  debtor's  failure,  and  you  give  to 
the  surety  or  endorser  a  good  reason  for  keeping 
his  name  off  his  friend's  paper;  or,  if  he  puts  it  there, 
it  will  be  upon  the  confidence  that  his  friend  can 
meet  all  his  engagements.  It  will  operate  as  a  re- 
straint upon  debtors,  and  hold  them  within  the  cir- 
cle of  that  legitimate  credit  which  is  the  sour  and 
life-blood  of  commerce  and  trade,  by  first  taking 
from  them  the  means  of  building  up  false  credit; 
and,  secondly,  by  giving  to  the  creditors,  through 
the  compulsory  process  of  the  law,  a  timely  check 
on  their  wild  extrava^nce,  fraud,  or  folly. 

Again:  this  law,  in  its  prospective  operation,  will 
restrain  excessive  credit.  Mortgages  and  deeds  of 
trust  are  the  very  pillars  on  which  false  credit 
rests.  The  only  legitimate  credit  which  is  safe, 
and  should  be  encouraged,  is  that  which  rests  on 
a  confidence  in  the  abuity  of  tha  debtor  to  pay  all 
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his  debts.     That  is  false  and  deln^ye  vhi^ 
^  on  mortgages  or  deeds  of  trast,  or  the  womii^ 

^^^^'  ^'/??  apreference  to  part,therebyinSw 
acknowledging  anuiabililyiopay  all.  ThcZS 
promises  and  expectations  of  trusts  and  rtS? 
preferences 'in  favor  of  confidential  cwdiS? 
are  most  powerful  elements  in  the  producUonVi 
excessive  credit^  and,  combined  with  other  cemm 
its  unhappy  fruits  may  be  seen  in  the  dcsolaS 
that  now  overspreads  the  land.  This  iMTmiS 
abused  as  it  is,  affords  the  best  remedy  for  ijsS 
ease,  and  will  do  more  good  than  all  the  Dostn^ 
with  which  the  country  is  flooded.  The  eriW 
excessive  credit  furnish  a  theme  for  every  Txtli 
tician'a  tongue;  and  yet  the  remedies  they  ofler  both 
for  prevention  and  cure,  generally  strike  ju  th! 
branches,  and  not  at  the  root  of  the  evil.  Let  the 
causes  of  excessive  credit,  to  which  1  have  adverted. 
be  checked  and  controlled  by  wise  legislatioD*  aod 
theu  let  a  cut  b  be  placed  on  the  irregularities  and 
fluctuations  of  the  currency;  and  yoawiildomach 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of^the  revulsions  and  dia- 
asters  in  commerce  and  trade,  which  have  distin- 
guished the  last  ten  years  as  a  most  nnfonanate  and 
remarkable  epoch  in  our  history. 

I  might  refer  to  other  arguments  connected  vith 
the  prospective  operation  of  this  law;  bat,  having 
spoken  on  the  subject  once  before,  my  object  now  is 
brevity.  I  voted  for  this  law  on  its  passage,  b^ 
cause  I  thought  it  right,  and  because  I  believed, 
from  all  the  lights  I  had,  that  my  constitaents  were 
for  Iti  On  a  former  effort  to  repeal  it,  not  havinj 
heard  anything  from  ny  constituents  to  the  con. 
trary,  I  voted  against  the  repeal;  and  oowt^aiithss 

fone  into  operation,  and  had  its  effect  only  in  part, 
feel  bound,  for  still  stronger  reasons,  to  voteaninst 
its  repeal.  A  repeal  ia  the  manner  in  which  it  ii 
likely  to  pass,  as  I  have  already  said,  would  only 
operate  on  that  part  of  it  which  1  have  aowheiv 
heard  objected  to.  If  the  law  is  defective,  ktos 
amend  it.  I  will  go  heart  and  hand  with  those  who 
desire  that.  If  it  doess  not  in  all  things  conform 
to  the  opinions  of  the  people,  let  us  change  it  nntil 
it  does;  out,  for  Heaveia's  sake,  let  us  not  tear  a  law 
from  the  statute-book,  and  repudiate  principks 
which  we  have  all,  without  distinction  of  paitv, 
in  some  form  or  other,  in  times  past,  warmly  ad- 
vocated. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BARNARD, 

OP  NEW  YORK. 
In  the  Hotue  of  SeprMefUuHvu,  Jasauay  S^ 
1849 — On  the  Executive  plan  for  a  board  if 
exchequer. 

The  report  of  tihe  Conomittee  of  Wtyi  lod 
Means,  with  a  resolution  advene  to  the  PrHBde&t!f 
plan  of  an  exchequer,  being  under  coiiiidentio&^ 

Mr.  BARNARD,  spoke  nearly  at  foUowK 

Mr.  Speaker:  If  I  supposed  that  the  action  of  thii 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  cmnaey  wii  to  end 
with  its  vote  on  &e  resolution  now  before  Uf,  I 
should  not  feel  desirous  of  submittmg  any  ramaib 
whatever  to  the  House  at  the  present  tioM.  lahoold 
be  content  to  record  my  vote,  and  refer,  at  I  ihooU 
do  yith  pride,  to  the  general  reaioning  of  the  ibi« 
report,  presented  by  my  friend  and  coUetgae,  [Mr. 
FitLMOWE,]  and  which  condudes  with  this  mob- 
tion,  for  my  justification ;  though,  at  the  imie  tiw, 
it  is  proper,  perhaps,  I  should  say,  while  mikiaf 
this  reference  to  the  valuable  report  of  the  Connfflt- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that,  if  the  direct  que^ 
before  us  were  now  upon  the  report  intteid  ofne 
resolution,  I  should  find  it  necessaiy  to  dinent  troa 
9oine  of  its  positions  and  arguments. 

But,  sir,  I  trust  we  are  not  to  stop  when  we  ban 
disposed  of  the  exchequer  plan  of  the  Executivt  ^ 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  It  ii  rigbt  vA 
proper  that  we  should  da  that;  but  then  we  ahoald  do 
something  more  if  we  can.  And  I  believe  we  m, 
and  ought,  to  agree  upon  a  plan  of  relief  <ot  the 
Government  and  countiy.  The  reaction  of  tM 
Executive  plan  by  the  adoption  of  thi»  leeolutiM 
will  dispose  efiectually,  not  only  of  flie  plan  m  »J 
particular  form  given  to  it  by  the  bill  rahimlted^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  but  of  the  planm^ 
form  into  which  it  has  been  moulded  by  the  mintf»- 
tations  of  the  gentleman  from  Maaaadiusette,  [.w. 
CusHiso,]  and  in  every  other  form  inwhi^tJ* 
substance  of  the  original  conceptiQA  might  be  »■ 
bodied.  8uch,at|Mst,wiUbatbamMnin(oftMTM 
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which  I  shall  give;  and  f  uch,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  be 
tue  meaning  of  the  vote  of  the  House,  nearly  unani- 
mous as  it  will  be.    This  done,  I  hope  the  House 
will  preoeed  promptly  to  consider  the  subject  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  taking 
up  for  that  purpose  the  bill  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
man ffom  Massachusetts,  pMr.  CusBiire,]  not  certain- 
ly with  any  idea  that  the  House  would  even  entertain 
that  particular  bill,  except  as  affording  a  convenient 
mode  of  coming  to  the  consideration  of  some  one  or 
other  of  the  plans  which  have  already  been  submit- 
ted and  proposed  as  substitutes  for  it.    The  plan 
thus  submitted  by  myself  a  few  days  ago,  I  shall  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  urge  upon  the  notice  of  the 
House;  and,  for  this  purpose,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  does  not  move  to  go  into  committee 
on  the  subject,  I  shall,  and  that  at  the  earliest  prac* 
ticable  moment.    .  ' 

This  Congress  has  twice  presented  to*  the  Presi- 
denta  measure  of  their  ovni,  on  the  subject  of  finance 
and  currency;  and  twice  has  the  President  rejected 
their  measure.   'The  President,  in  turn,  has  present- 
ed to  us  his  plan;  it  received  the  silent  veto  of  Con- 
gress at  the  last  session,  and  now  we  propose  to  give 
it  our  true  constitutional  veto.    And  one  advantage, 
at  least,  will  follow  from  this  proceeding;  and  that  is, 
that  the  President  and  his  friends  in  this  Hous^  will 
learn  by  it,    (what  they  do  not  seem  to  have  yet 
dreamed  of,)  that  if  the  President  is  a  "fixed  constitu-. 
tionalfact,"  sui  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
has  said,  Congress  is  a  ''fixed  constitutional  frict" 
also.    This  much  being  done  on  the  one  side  and 
(mihe  other,  the  dedLB  will  then  be  clisar;  and  we 
can  all  look  about  us,  to  see  how  we  shall  steer  and 
sail  the  ship  for  the  residue  of  this  j>re8ent  voyage. 
We  know— every  intelligent  man  knows — that  noth- 
'mg  can  be  done  between  Congress  and  the  President 
on  the  general  subject  before  us,  upon  the  basis  either 
of  our  plan,  which  is  a  bank,  or  of  his  plan,  which  is 
a  board  of  exchequer.    The  sooner,  therefore,  we 
get  clear  of  both,  for  the  present  Presidential  term, 
the  better.  .  We  may  then  proceed  to  consider  some 
plan,  different  from  either,  to  serve  our  common  ob- 
jects for  the  time  being,  if  one  has  been,  or  shall, 
or  can    be   offered   worthy  of   our  consideration; 
and  adopt  or*  reject  it,  as  it  may  seem  to  deserve.    It 
will  be  the  object  and  tendency,  I  hope,  of  the  obser- 
vations I  now   propose  to  submit  on  the  exchequer 
scheme,  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  favorable  considera- 
tion by  the  House,  of  a  plan  for  relieving  the  treasu- 
ly,  and  at  the  same  time  supplying  to  Uie  country  a 
national  currency,  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
and  which  has  lately  been  laid  on  the  tables  of 
members  at  my  instance.    The  first  step  is  to  dis ; 
pose  effectually  of  the  exchequer,  and  I  proceed  to 
submit  some  observations  upon  it. 

When  we  had  a  bank  of  the  United  States  in  ex- 
istence and  operation,  it  was  found  to  perform  cer- 
tarn  important  functions  for  the  Government  and 
the  countr5^.  It  was  a  capital  fiscal  agent  for  the 
Government.  It  was  a  safe  and  convenient  deposi- 
tory ibr  the  public  moneys;  it  kept  them,  transferred 
them  from  point  to  point  as  required,  and  disbursed 
them  a»  directed.  It  was  our  commissioner  of  loans, 
and  our  pension  .  agent.  And  then,  in  .the  course 
of  its  own  appropriate  business  as  a  corporation 
dealing  in  money  for  profit,  it  furnished  the  country 
with  a  sound  and  uniform  national  currency,  and 
with  cheap  exchanges;  checking,  at  the  same  time,  by 
an  easy  and  natural  operation,  the  State  banks, 
and  keeping  them  in  a  healthy  condition  and  move- 
ment. We  (the  majority  in  this  Congress)  thought 
that  another  bank  of  the  United  States,  better  guard- 
ed than  the  last,  and  rendered  perfectly  safe,  might 
have  been  established,  with  all  the  advantages  which 
the  country  had  experienced  i^rom  the  last  The 
"fixed  constitutional  fact"  of  the.  President's  con- 
actence  stood  in  th6  way ;  and  we  have  been  obliged  to 
yield.  What,  then,  was  tobe  donel  The  employment 
of  State  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and  as  the  means  of 
supplying  national  currency  and  exchanges,  in  the 
maimer  once  adopted  and  tried  by  General  Jackson, 
had  been  discarded  and  abandoned;  and  Mr.  Tyler  had 
Ao  idea  that  there  was  any  other  mode,  or  terms,  in 
wMch  they  conld  be  advantageously  employed.  But 
he  was  of  opinion,  after  disctoding  both  a  bank  of  the 
United  Statee  and  the  State  bfmks,  that  there  was 
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still  another  kind  of  agency  by  which  all  the  bene- 
fits and  services  of  ^a  bank  of  the  United  States 
could  be  attained;  free,  at  the  same  time,  from  all 
constitutional  and  other  difficulties  and  objections. 
And  he  undertook  to  devise  such  an  agency.  It 
was  not  to  be  a  corporation — least  of  all  a  bank ;  yet 
it  was  to  be  an  agency,  with  some  sort  of  independ- 
ent existence;  it  was  not,  at  any  rate,  to  be  the 
Government  itself,  but  a  creature  of  the  Government, 
made  to  serve  the  Government  and  the  country  just 
as  a  corporation  or  bank  would. 

Well,  sir,  the  President  has  offered  us  what  he 
calls  a  board  of  exchequer,  with  its  agencies;  and  it  is 
just  what  every  man  of  sagacity  knew,  beforehand,  it 
must  be.  It  is  no  independent  agency  at  all,  though 
caretidly  named  and  described  as  if  it  was.  It  is 
simply  a  plan  by  which  the  Executive  Government 
itself  undertakes  to  perform  all  the  functions  of  a 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  Executive  Crov- 
emment  is  to  keep,  transfer,  and  disburse  the  pub- 
lic revenues,  to  receive  the  money  of  individuals  on 
deposite,  to  supply  paper  for  currency  and  commer- 
cial exchanges,  and  to  regulate  the  State  bank 
currency. 

For,  what  is  this  board  of  exchequer  and  agencies! 
Why,  an  Executive  department,  or  a  bureau  or  branch 
of  an  Executive  department,  composed  of,  and  con- 
ducted by,  ofiicers  of  Executive  appointment,  accord- 
ing to  the  constitutional  mode  of  appointment  It 
is  to  be  established  ^in.  the  Treasury  Department" 
It  may  be  considered  a  part  of  that  department,  or 
independent  of  it:  this  is  unmateriaL  It  is  either  a 
*  new  Executive  department,  or  it  is  a  branch  of  a 
department  already  existing;  and  it  is,  in  its  rela- 
tions to  the  Government,  just  what  the  Post  Office 
is,  or  the  General  Land  Office,  or  the  War  or  Navy 
Department  A  nd,  considering  twne  of  the  functions 
which  it  is  to  perform,  it  certainly  offers  to  our  con- 
sideration something  quite  new,  not  only  in  this 
Government,  but  in  any  other  that  I  have  ever  heard 
of.  I  have  before  heard  of  Govenmients  dealing 
with  individuals,  in  money  and  other  things,  on 
Govenunent  account;  but  this  is  the  first  time,  I 
think,  it  was  ever  proposed  that  a  Government 
should  formally  enter  into  the  business  of  dealing 
with  individuflds,  in  money  and  commercial  exchan- 
ges, on  individual  account;  only  for  the  convenience 
and  benefit  of  individuals  in  the  trading  and  com- 
mercial community,  and  for  a  profit  to  the  Govern- 
ment! I  shall  have  occasion  to  advert  again,  before 
I  condude,  to  the  question  of  the  competency  of 
this  Government  to  enter  upon  any  such  enterprise. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  wish  the  House  to  understand 
precisely  what  this  board  of  exchequer  and  agencies 
is,  and  what  it  is  to  do. 

The  board  of  exchequer,  with  its  agencies,  then, 
is  an  executive  department  of  thie  Govemmentf 
and  it  is  contrived  to  act  in  two  very  distinct  car 
pacities,  which  it  is  important  to  note. 

In  one  capacity,  it  is  an  executive  treasury  vnth 
tub-treaeuriee.  This  is  for  the  transaction  of  Gov- 
ernment busipesB — of  business  on  Government  ac- 
count 

In  the  other  capacity,  it  is  an  executive  commer" 
dalbank  of  deposite  and  exchange.  And  this  is 
for  the  transaction  of  business  wholly  and  exclu- 
sively on  individual  account,  and  for  die  accommo- 
dation of  the  trading  public 

Let  us  pass  by  the  bank  for  a  few  moments,  while 
we  look  at  this  executive  treasury — ^for  an  executive 
treasury  is  a  very  different  thing  from  that  "treasury 
of  the  United  States"  which  was  established  under 
the  law  of  1789.  Under  that  law,  a  treasurer  was 
charged  with  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  safekeep- 
ing  of  the  public  money — ^not  with  the  keeping  of 
the  money  in  his  own  personal  custody.  Such  a 
construction  of  his  duty  was  never  dreamed  of  in 
the  pure  days  of  the  Republic,  and  no  corrupt  prac- 
tice of  that  sort  was  ever  attempted.  But  this  is 
the  precise  object  of  this  executive  treasury  scheme. 
Executive  officers — officers  appointed  by  the  Exec- 
utive^ and  indebted  to  him  for  their  placee—4ire  to 
be  the  personal  holders  of  the  public  treasure.  In- 
stead of  one  treasurer  keeping  the  public  funds,  by 
a  safe  system  of  deposite  in  banks,  there  is  to  be  a 
legion  of  treasurers,  with  commissions  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive, hokfing  the  money  in  their  own  hands. 


And  this  is  the  main  purpose  of  the  exchequer,  so  lar 
as  it  is  designed  for  the  transaction  of  business  on: 
Government  account 

Let  us  look  a  little  at  the  history  of  this  question 
of  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public  money. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  under  th# 
Constitution,  (1789,)  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  was  charged  with  keeping  the  public  moneys, 
under  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  the  head  of  that  department 
How  or  where  the  money  should  be  kept,  was  n^ 
then  prescribed  by  law;  nor  riierwards,  till  1816* 
The  Treasurer  was  lefl  to  choose  his  own  mode  of 
keeping  it,  on  his  own  responsibility,  subject  only  U> 
such  control  of  tiie  Secretary  as  was  due  to  his 
office,  to  which  belonged  the  general  administratioa 
of  the  finances. 

The  Treasurer  at  once  adopted  the  mode  of  keeping 
all  moneys  in  ^State  banks,  of  which  some  three  or 
fourwero  then  in  existence.  Neither  he^  nor  any- 
body eU»,  at  th/at  day,  dreamed  of  any  other  wi^  ; 
it  was  a  matter  of  course,  and  must  have  been  m> 
understood  when  the  law  was  passed. 

In  the  next  session  of  the  same  Congress,  th* 
first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  established,  and 
that  bank  and  its  offices  were  immediately  em- 
ployed as  depositories,  though  not  to  the  entire  ex* 
elusion  of  State  banks.  The  Treasurer  was  not  re-* 
quired  by  law  thus  to  employ  this  bank;  it  was  a 
matter  of  course  that  he  should  do  so. 

In  1794,  a  comndttee  was  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  examine  into  the  condition  of 
the  treasury,  and  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public 
moneys  adopted  by  the  Treasurer.  The  committee, 
by  Mr.  Baldwin,  its  chairman,  made  an  elaborate 
report,  showing  that  the  whole  subject,  in  all  ita 
bearings  and  aspects,  had  been  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated; setting  forth,  in  minute  detail,  the  whole 
plan  of  keeping  and  managing  the  public  revenues, 
and  fully  approving  of  it  I  will  read  a  brief  extract 
from  that  report : 

"The  Treasurer,  pursuant  to  geoeral  directSoos  from  the  Sec- 
retary ofihe  Treeeary,  keepe  the  public  mooeya  under  hb  con- 
trol in  the  several  banks.  Formerly,  the  banks  afNorib  Amer- 
ica, New  York,  Meesachuseua  ana  Maryland,  were  places  of 


deposits.  At  present,  the  public  monevs  are  kept  in  the  Bank 
or  the  United  etates,  and  its  several  offices  of  discount  ami  de- 
posits at  Boston,  New  Tork,  Baltinuwe,  and  CharlestoD,  and 
in  the  Bank  of  Providence.  Ths  Treaaurer  hat  nseoer  ang 
public  money  in  his  possession  or  custody^  tohiek  is  not,  in 
Jact^  deposited  in  bank^  from  the  moment  his  posssssionor 
custody  commences^  tiU  U  ceases,  by  the  disbursemsnt  of  </« 
for  puoUc  purposes;  except  in  the  case  of  bank  bIDs.  orders 
upon  individuals.  4cc.,  heretofore  enumerated,  or  remtttaooee 
from  thesupervison  of  the  revenue  an*!  cnlleeton  of  tlie  cus- 
toms, to  the  Treasurer;  and  thoee,  »Ik*j  iihroedlately  after  the 
receipt  of  them,  constituto  deposiiea  in  luink,  to  the  credit 
of  the  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any 
other  qgUer  of  the  department  besides  the  TrsasuTsr^nsfOsr 
has  the  possession  or  custody  tf  any  ofthepubUemoneiy,  4^. 
And  the  poasrasion  or  custody  of  the  Treasurer  is,  as  already 
statsd,  eiercivf  d  through  the  banks." 

Sir,  when  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  expired  in  181 1,  the  Treasurer  did  not  diange 
the  mode  of  keeping  the  money,  except  that  State 
banks  were  employed,  as  they  had  been  befoiB 
that  bank  was  created.  He  had  now  nearly  on» 
hundred  banks  to  select  from;  and  before  another 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  created,  he  had  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  select  from.  This  em* 
braced  the  period  of  the  war;  and  during  this  peiiod 
all  the  State  banks  south  of  New  England  suspend- 
ed specie  payments.  And  yet  all  this  while  these 
very  suspended  banks,  in  common  with  others,  weie 
made  the  depoeitories  of  the  Treasurer;  for  those  thus 
used  by  him  were  known  to  be  just  as  solvent 
after  their  suspensitm  as  before;  and  all  this  while 
no  new  legislation  took  pkce  on  the  subject  Con- 
gress and  the  country  well  knew,  and  were  well 
satisfied  to  know,  that  he  still  employed  banks  a« 
depoeitories,  as  he  had  done  from  the  beginning. 

On  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  1816,  it  was  one  of  the  privileges  con- 
ferred on  that  institution  that  it  should  have  tha 
public  deposites;  of  which  it  could  only  be  deprived 
by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
for  reasons  which  should  be  promptly  submitted  to 
Congress.  This  was  the  first  act  ever  passed  by 
'Congress  which  designated  any  particular  phwe  fat 
the  public  moneys;  and  yet  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  mode  of  keeping  was  still  unchanged.  It 
was  no  part  of  the  poUcy  of  this  law  to  interiere  with 
the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  as  to  the  mode  ofkeepJn^ 
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This  was  a  contract  with  the  bank,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  services  required  of  it,  and  the  heavy 
bonus  which  had  been  exacted  of  it;  and  the  Treas- 
tttet  executed  this  contract  by  making  the  bank  his 
principal  depository. 

Intiiis  situation  things  remained  till  1833,  when, 
by  the  direct  interposition  or  order  of  the  Execu- 
tive, the  public  moneys  were  removed  from  the 
vaults  of  this  bank,  and  were  placed  again  in  the 
State  banks.  Here,  stili,  so  far  as  the  law  was  al- 
low.ed  to  operate,  the  moneys  were  still  in  the  charge 
of  the  Treasurer,  and  kept  on  deposite.  Certain  it  is, 
nobody  else  was  appointed  by  law,  or  allowed,  to 
keep  the  moneys,  but  the  Treasurer.  The  re- 
moval, however,  took  place  under  strange  and 
alarming  circumstances;  and  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  reduce  the  possession  of  the  moneys 
once  more  lo  the  certain  custody  of  the  law,  and 
reclaim  them  from  the  violent  seizure  of  the  Exec- 
utive, to  prescribe  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which 
State  banks  should  be  selected  and  employed  as  de- 
positories. This  was  done  in  1836.  There  was 
then  a  very  large  surplus  in  the  treasury,  which  was 
eagerly  sought  after  by  the  banks,  to  be  used  in  their 
business;  and  it  became  a  source  of  immense  polit- 
ical influence  and  corruption  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive.  By  this  act,  it  was  designed  to  hold  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directly  responsible,  not 
to  the  Executive,  but  to  Congress  and  the  country, 
for  the  proper  selection  of  depositories  which  he 
was  to  make,  under  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
law;  whilst  aU  depositee  were  still  to  be  made,  as  be- 
fore, to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  who  was  still,  by 
the  act  of  1789,  the  sole  oflScial  keeper  of  the  public 
money. 

In  1837,  a  a  session  of  Congress  specially  called 
to  take  care  of  the  Government  in  the  emergency 
which  had  then  arisen— for  there  was  again  a  gen- 
eral suspension  of  specie  payments — Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  proposed  to  change  entirely,  in  principle  and  in 
fact,  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public  money  which 
had  prevailed,  vnthout  an  hour's  exception,  from 
the  origin  of  the  Govenunent.  He  proposed  to 
place  the  public  moneys  in  the  personal  custody  of 
officers  appointed  by  the  Executive.  This  recom- 
mendation finally  prevailed  In  the  last  year  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  administration,  and  his  plan  was  es- 
tablished by  kw.  Upon  this  measure  he  was  de- 
feated as  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  Presiden- 
cy, and  a  complete  political  revolution  was  effected. 
I'he  law  establishing  the  sub-treasury  was  then  re- 
pealed— having  been  in  existence  about  one  year 
from  the  4th  of  July,  1840.  The  act  of  1836  was 
also  repealed;  and  the  custody  of  the  public  money 
again  stood  upon  the  act  of  1789,  where  it  stands  to 
this  day.  The  Treasurer  is  still  charged  with  this 
important  duty,  and  banks  are  now  employed  as  de- 
positories, according  to  the  ancient  and  approved 
practice  of  the  Government.  A  report  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  last  session^  at  my 
instance,  names  the  banks  in  which  the  moneys  are 
now  kept,  (or  were  at  that  date,)  and  the  terms  on 
which  they  are  employed.  As  always  heretofore, 
the  public  funds  are  deposited  in  the  banks  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  from  which  they  can  be  drawn 
only  by  warrant  of  law.  The  banks  peHbrm,  if  re- 
quired, the  duties  of  commissioners  of  loans  and 
pension  agents,  and  they  transfer  the  funds  where- 
ver they  may  be  required,  and  all  without  charge  to 
the  treasury. 

This  recital,  dr,  shows  what  the  system  of  keeping 
the  public  money  now  is,  and  that  it  is  just  what  it  has 
been  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  with 
the  single  excn>tion  of  one  year  in  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
time.  Why  nioald  Congress  be  asked  to  change 
the  mode  now,  when  it  had  prevailed  for  fifty-two 
out  of  the  fifty4hrae  yean  that  the  Government  has 
existedl  Above  all,  why  should  we  be  asked  to 
give  up  this  mode,  for  that  which  was  adopted  under 
the  late  administration,  and  which  was  so  signally 
and  promptly  condemned  and  rebuked  by  the  peoplet 

Mr.  Speakier,  if  we  were  now  at  the  beginning  of 
this  Government,  and  if  the  question  were  put  to  us 
now  for  the  first  time,  How  shall  the  public  money 
be  kept?  The  answer  of  every  man  of  sense  would 
be,  Let  the  Governmeot  keep  its  money  just  as  any 
''^dent  and  disc»e«t  individual  in  private  Ufa  would 


keep  his  money.  It  is  prudent  and  safe  for  the 
Government  to  do  in  this  matter,  just  what  it  would 
be  prudent  and  safe  for  any  such  individual,  or  for 
any  well-conducted  public  or  private  body  or  corpo- 
ration, to  do  under  the  like  circumstances. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  in  this  country  a  practice  on  this 
subject  of  almost  unbroken  uniformity,  which  goes 
hr  to  settle  at  once  what  is  wise  and  what  is  unwise 
in  regard  to  it  It  is  impossible,  on  a  question  of 
this  nature,  appealing  so  directly  to  the  highest  pecu- 
niary interests  of  those  who  have  to  act  in  the  prem- 
ises, and  in  a  maimer  to  rouse  all  their  faculties 
to  the  utmost  vigilance  and  caution — it  is  impossi- 
ble that  there  should  be,  throughout  this  whole  coun- 
try, and  in  all  departments  of  business,  public  and 
private,  a  particular  practice,  setUed  by  common 
and  universal  consent,  though  with  nothing  like  ac- 
tual concert,  vrithout  establishing  in  every  right- 
thinking  mind  the  conviction  that  that  practice  is 
founded  in  true  wisdom. 

Sir,  such  a  practice  may  be  said  to  have,  in  some 
sort,  the  sanction  which  belongs  to  the  settled  max- 
ims of  the  common  law— the  sanction  of  general 
assent  founded  on  general  experience.  It  has,  in 
truth,  a  still  higher  sanction,  not  altogether  unlike 
that  which  belongs  to  the  principle  of  morality  it- 
self; for  though  it  have  not  a  common  sentiment  and 
feeling  in  its  favor»  like  that  which  determines  the 
right  from  the  wrong  in  a  moral  question,  it  is  con- 
firmed by  a  kind  of  instinct,  which  is  scarcely  less 
shrewd  and  discriminating  where  a  question  of 
peeuntaiy  interest  is  concerned.  No  intelligent  and 
welI4nformed  man  in  this  country,  even  now,  with 
the  general  distrust  of  banks  which  prevails,  intrusts 
the  keeping  of  his  surplus  cash  to  individual  hands-* 
unless  it  be  to  some  individual  banker  of  high  repute 
and  of  established  wealth— when  he  can  find  a  con- 
venient bank  of  tolerable  credit  to  receive  it  And 
the  same  is  true  of  private  .and  public  bodies  and 
associations. 

I  have  stated  already  what  the  practice  of  this 
Government  has  been  from  its  organization.  I  will 
not  speak  positively  as  to  all  the  States,  though  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  one  where  the  practice  is  not 
substantially  the  same  as  under  this  Government 
If  there  be  an  exception,  gentiemen  can  name  it 
As  a  general  rule,  the  treasurers  of  States,  of  coun- 
ties, of  cities,  and  towns,  of  societies  and  assoda- 
tions,  literary,  charitable,  and  political,  the  treasu- 
rers and  cashiers  of  corporate  bodies  other  than 
moneyed  corporations  are  never  intrusted,  from 
choice,  with  the  personal  custody  of  the  surplus  mon- 
eys under  their  charge.  As  to  individuals  and  firms 
in  business,  or  retired  capitalists,  it  is  a  thing  quite 
unknown  for  them  to  keep  any  considerable  sums  of 
surplus  and  unemployed  money  on  hand,  or  in  the 
personal  custody  of  their  agents,  when  they  can  find 
a  convenient  baink  of  fair  repute  to  receive  it  for  safe- 
keeping. The  same  practice  prevails  with  all  our 
judicial  bodies,  in  relation  to  money  paid  or  brought 
into  court 

And  what  earthly  reason  is  there  why  this  uni- 
versal practice,  this  rule  of  good  sense  and  sound 
discretion,  should  be  departed  from  in  the  case  of  this 
Government?  Are  the  officers  and  agents  of  this 
Government  likely  to  be  better  selected,  and  more 
honest  and  trustworthy  men,  than  the  treasurere 
and  other  money  agents  selected  by  States,  societies, 
corporations,  and  individuals!  All  fact  and  all  ex- 
perience are  against  such  a  supposition. 

To  say  die  least,  this  Government  has  had  its  full 
proportion  of  unfaithfril  and  dishonest  men  employed 
in  its  service.  There  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union 
which  would  sufier  in  the  comparison  with  it  in  this 
reapect;  nor  scarcely  a  company  or  corporation,  much 
as  is  said  about  dishonesty,  fraud,  and  embezzlement 
among  such.  I  doubt  if  the  late  Pennsylvania  Bank 
of  the  United  States  itself  was  worse  served,  in  the 
article  of  faithfril  and  honeet  agency,  than  this  Gov- 
emment  has  been  for  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen 
years.  Corruption,  peculation,  and  fraud,  have 
oept  in  everywhere.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  best  descrip- 
tion of  men  who  apply  for  oflice,  nor  the  best  of 
those  who  apply  who  receive  office;  it  is  not  uncom- 
monly the  woriit  of  all  the  candidates  for  a  pioticular 
place  that  succeeds.  It  is  the  brazen,  the  obsequi- 
ous, thtt  unprincipled,  the  broken  in  fortune  and 


reputatioir,— these  an  the  sort  of  men  to  be  the  ida. 
cessful  candidates  for  Govenunent  &vor  tad  pitran. 
age.  And  diey  are  successful  oilentimet  ^thoot 
any  particular  fault  on  the  part  of  the  appebtiiig 
power,  which — ^in  modem  times,  at  lea8t-..ii  apt  to 
surround  itself,  or  to  be  surrounded,  with  teUuhuid 
fawning  flatterers  and  false  friends,  who  pnetin 
towards  it  every  species,  of  systematic  deoeptua  nA 
cajolery.  There  is  in  this  country  a  growing,  mu 
less,  morbid  anxiety  to  get  into ,  public  office!  Ai 
sure  as  a  man  shows  himself  unfit  to  mtnigefajg 
own  af&irs,  or  to  get  a  living  by  his  profeHioii  or 
his  trade,  so  sure  is  he  to  become  an  applicast  for 
office.  And  I  doubt  if  there  be  a  wone  school  of 
morals  than  is  found  in  public  office  under  ftU 
Government,  this  side  the  penitentiariefloftheooiin. 
try.  Many  an  honest  man  is  matricnUted  in  office, 
who  is  graduated  a  rogue;  and  if  a  rogue  takte  office, 
he  is  ten  times  a  rogue  before  he  leavee  it  Scucely 
any  man's  morals  are  improved  by  hia  apeiienoe 
in  the  administrative  places  of  the  GoTemment; 
though  some,  no  doubt,  retain  their  integrity  in  ipto 
of  all  temptations.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  feelii^ 
among  those  who  seek  and  obtain  these  office^thit 
the  public  and  the  Government  are  fit  subjects  of 
plunder,  and  that  he  is  a  fool  who,  onoe  within  the 
pale,  does  not  enrich  himself  and  escape  with  all  the 
valuables  he  can  lay  his  hands  on. 

No;  the  Government -of  the  United  States  shoold 
be  the  last  to  intrust  its  money  for  keepingf  to  the 
hands  of  individual  agents  selected  and  appointed 
by  itselC  Others  may  make  good  selections;  Gor- 
emment  in  these  times  cannot  The  very  quafiti* 
which  it  requires  to  win  its  favor — the  qnalitiei  whidi 
have  made  or  may  make  the  candidate  usefol  to  tb 
administration— are  not  mxcfa  as  are  apt  to  cdnstitute, 
or  to  consist  with  high  character.  GovenoMot 
offioen  ought  not,  on  every  principle,  to  be  intrailed 
with  public  money  foron«  fiuthing  beyond  what  is 
absolutely  unavoidable.  And  this  is  precisely  the 
rule  of  wisdom,  which,  under  the  lead  of  the  wiss 
and  pure  men  of  the  Revolution,  has  prevailed  oni* 
formly  under  the  Government,  with  the  exeeptien 
of  the  single  condemned  experiment  to  which  1  hate 
before  adverted. 

Besides,  sir,  it  is  a  safe  nile  to  intrust  the  keeping 
of  large  sums  of  money  to  no  individual  hands,  where 
it  can  be  avoided.  There  is  somethmg  ra  the  Teiy 
touch  which  seems  to  contamiiute.  Say  what  we 
will  of  human  virtue,  men  are  not  to  be  tnisted  vith 
the  peraonal  custody  of  large  amounts  of  other  men's 
money;  it  is  a  cruel  experiment,  let  it  be  tried  when 
and  where  it  will.  Suretyship  cannot  make  it 
safo,  with^  all  the  cruel  vicarious  sniieiing  which 
that  system  inflicts  on  the  innocent  Nor  can  penal 
enactments  make  it  safe— though  that  is  the  bast 
security,  perhaps,  the  case  admits  of— anymoiethan 
the  sight  of  the  penitentiary  and  the  gibbet  can  deter 
from  other  crimes. 

No;  the  best  and  safest  system  of  keeping  Doniqr 
which  the  wit  of  man  has  devised,  is  that  of  depoate 
in  banks.  Thb  involves  a  system  of  siuetTship, 
which,  without  any  personal  responsibility  of  rtoek- 
holdera  beyotad  their  respective  shares,  isascom^ 
as  it  is  possible  to  make  it,  without  being  unjust  to 
anybody.  A  corporation  is  a  person  that  cannot 
run  away;  its  officen  and  agents  may  embesle  and 
fly,  but  the  corporation  remains,  and  its  whole  capital 
stands  pledged  to  answer  for  ihe  &ith  and  iotegnty 
of  all  in  its  employ.  AimI  it  is  certainly  true,  that 
even  this  whole  cajntal  may  be  exhausted  by  fhod 
and  peculation,  and  the  corporation  iteelf  may  USL 
But  it  is  equally  true,  as  shown  by  a  public doe&maDt 
flrom  the  Treasury  Department,  that  of  thehondredi 
upon  hundreds  of  mimons  of  public  money  depootod 
in  banks  from  1789  to  1837,  only  half  a  millioovai 
ever  lost  by  the  msolvency  of  the  baaki;  while  m 
the  same  period,  of  the  coUecton  and  othen,  offioera 
of  the  Government,  receiving  and  disborang  pu»K 
money,  2,760  became  defaulters,  and  about  five 
millions  were  thereby  lost  to  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Speaker,  tiiis  executive  treasury  is  justtte 
dd  condemned  sub-treasury  over  again;  ^^ 
plan  of  placing  the  public  funds  in  the  hands  <■ 
Grovemment  officen  for  personal  keeping,  i<  ^ 
substance  and  main  feature  of  bodL  But  this  sow 
propoMd  is  VMtiy  tha  mott  objeetioftable  of  d»tw^ 
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considered  solely  with  refeience  to  thie  question  of 
keeping  the  public  money. 

Under  Mr.  Van   Baren's  sab-treasury ,  his  officers 
were  to  keep  only  the   ordinary  surplus  revenues  of 
the  Government.     The   officers  of  the  present  sub- 
treasury  are  to  have  the  handling  and  keeping  of 
vastly  greater  sums.    They  begin  with  the  snrplus 
revenues  amounting  (say)  to  three  millions.    Then 
they  are  to  have  in  possession  a  redemption  fund  in 
specie  of  five   millions,  for  the  fifteen  millions  of 
treasury  notes  issued  to  creditors — all  which  notes, 
by  the  way,   must  first  pass  through  their  handsl 
Here  would  be  ^ight  millions  in  hand,  under  the 
operation  of  the  exchequer,  if  confined  strictly  to 
Government  business.    But  then  come  the  bank- 
ing powers,  under  which  the  Government  is  to  deal 
with  individuals  on  individual  account    And  here 
there  is  to  be   another  redemption  fund  of  five  mil- 
lions of  specie,  for  the  fifteen  millions  of  certificates 
of  deposite    issued  to  private   depositors.     Then 
there  will  be  the  habitual  surplus  on  hand,  of  cash 
received  for  exchange  soId< — amounting,  perhaps,  to 
three  millions; — all   the  money  amounting  to  one 
hundred  millions  in  a  year,  more  or  less,  for  ex- 
change   sold    having,  in  the '  mean  time,  passed 
through  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  exchequer. 
And,  finally,  there  will  be  the  amount  habitually  on 
hand,  of  the  proceeds  office  millions  of  stock,  issued 
(o  supply  the  exchequer  with  capital  to  be  employed 
in  the  purchase  of  exchange;  this  amount  may  be 
(say)  two  millions.     Of  course,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
give  more  than  Approximate  sums  in  any  of  these 
cases.     They  are  near  enough '  to  show  that  this 
treasury  and  sub-treasury  scheme  contemplates  the 
actual  and  habitual  keeping,  by  personal  manual 
possession  of  executive  officers,  of  an  amount  of 
cash  (principally  gold  and  silver)  not  less  than  some 
fifteen,  eighteen,  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars!    The 
improved  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
contemplates  the  keeping  of  twenty  millions  of  hard 
cash  for   a  redemption  fund  alone!     And,  besides 
the  capital  and  surplus  moneys  habitually  on  hand, 
these  exchequer  schemes  enable  and  require  these 
executive  officers  to  handle  and  possess,  receive  and 
pay  out,  in<he  business  of  deposite  and  exchange 
which  they  are  to  transact,  it  may  be  a  hundred,  it 
may  be  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  in  a 
year;  for  every  dollar  of  which  the  Government  and 
people  are  responsible,  and  for  which  they  can  have 
no  security  beyond  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  doubt- 
ftil  suretyship  and  the  honesty^  of  their  officers! 
Sir,  whoever  else  may  be  in  fiivor  of  such  a  scheme, 
I  am  not,  and  never  can  be. . 

Mr.  SpeaJLor,  it  is  a  cardinal  Whig  doctrine,  that 
all  unneceasary  increase  of  the  executive  power  of 
this  Government,  already  vast,  overshadowing,  and 
corrupt, — I  speak  plainly,  and  mean  to, — must  be 
opposed.  But,  for  myself,  sir,  though  a  Whig,  I 
shall  never  be  found  opposing  any  manifestly  neces- 
sary or  useful  measure,  merely  because  it  involves  an 
increase  of  patronage.  And  I  am  firee  to  avow  that, 
were  there  no  other  difficulties  in  the  way,  I  should 
not  oppose  the  President's  exchequer,  merely  be- 
cause it  involved  the  neoessary  increase  of  execu- 
tive officers.  The  Government  cannot  be  carried 
on  without  administrative  agents,  and  a  great  many 
of  them;  and  I  would  never  stop  one  essential 
wheel  in  its  vast  machinery,  simply  .because  it  re- 
quires an  agent  to  watch  and  tend  it,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  that  agent  is  so  much  added  to  exec- 
utive patronage.  • 

But,  in  the  present  ct^it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  there  is  something  more  to  be  oonsiderad  than 
barely  the  number  of  new  officera  to  be  appointed, 
and  the  amount  of  ^leir  salaries  to  be  paid.  These 
o^icers  are  to  hold  the  most  delicate,  and  seductive 
oif  all  public  trusts.  They  are  to  come  into  posses- 
sion of  large  sums  of  money,  not  merely  to  handle 
and  hold,  but  actually  to  trade  and  traffic  upoD;-^-of 
this  I  shall  have  something  more  to  say  shortly. 
There  is  something  in  the  very  fact  of  an  officer 
hfung  known  Co  be  intrusted  with  the  personal  pos- 
sesilpn  of  heavy  sums  of  money  by  Government, 
which  gives  him  importance,  and  weight,  and 
sway  in  the  community,  and  over  the  popular 
mind;  even  though  it  be  well  known,  at  the  same^ 
tim»y  thikt  he  cannot  le^ly  use  9t  employ  a  dollar 


of  it  for  his  own  or  others'  advantage.  His  opin- 
ions on  public  affiiirs  have  something  of  the  solidity 
and  weight,  in  popular  estimation,  of  the  pondrous 
money  bags  and  chests  on  which  he  sits.  And  be- 
fore I  can  ever  consent  to  authorize  the  creation 
of  a  large  number  of  executive  officers  of  this  de- 
scription, I  must  have  strong  proof  of  the  vital,  the 
almost  indispensable,  necessity  of  the  measure  which 
calls  for  their  services. 

But  there  is  another  objection  to  this  executive 
treasury,  on  the  score  of  political  principle,  of  a  still 
higher  and  stronger  kind;  which  I  advert  to,  lest,  by 
omitting  all  allusion  to  it,  I  should  be  deemed  to 
acquiesce  in  the  argument  by  which  it  is  sought  to 
be  obviated.  By  placing  the  public  moneys  in  the 
manual  keeping  of  officers  of  executive  appointment, 
as  proposed  by  this  measure,  I  do  not  say  there  is 
an  actual  union  of  the  purse  with  the  sword  in  ex- 
ecutive hands;  but  I  do  say  that  that  union  is  ap- 
proximate, and  that  the  thin  legal  partition  which  is 
interposed  may  be  very  easily  broken  down.  It  is 
true,  according  to  the  law,  that  "the  President  can- 
not touch  a  dollar  of  the  public  money,  by  his  own 
authority,  nor  change  its  custody;'*  and  that  ''who- 
ever shcdl  come  to  the  exchequer  for.  money,  must 
show  the  law  of  Congress  under  which  he  comes; 
and  no  payment  can  be  made  but  in  compliance  with 
such  law."  All  very  true;  and  yet  all  this  is  no  an- 
swer to  the  rule,  which  requires  that  neither  the  ex- 
ecutive nor  his  officers  shall,  have  the  personal  cus- 
tody of  the  public  money.  In  one  important  sense, 
their  custody  is  his  custody;  and  so  it  has  been  ex- 
pressly claimed  to  be  by  high  political  authority  in 
our  own  day.  And  the  rule  referred  to  is  precau- 
tionaiy;  it  looks  ahead,  to  some  alarming  conjunc- 
ture in  our  public  afl&irs,  when  some  bold,  popular 
chief  and  President,  having  his  army  in  the  field  to 
meet  a  threatened  war,  or,  perhaps,  at  the  close  of  a 
contest,  in  which  the  commander-in-chief  has  covered 
himself  and  his  army  with  glory,  shall  be  tempted  to 
try  his  hand  at  the  establidiment  of  an  imperial  dy- 
nasty in  his  own  person  and  family;  when  he  might 
call  on  his  brave  soldiers,  shortened  in  pay,  per- 
haps, and  sufifering  injustice  at  the  hands  of  an  un- 
grateftil  country,  which  they  had  defended  and 
saved  by  their  valor  and  their  blood — ^like  the  Amer- 
ican army  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  ;  when  he 
might  call  on  them  to  follow  him,  their  companion 
in  arms  and  commander,  to  conquer  by  their  swords 
that  justice  for  themselves  which  was  denied  them 
by  their  country.  It  is  to  a  state  of  things  like  this, 
that  the  rule  referred  to  looks  forward,  when  noth- 
ing shall  be  wanting  to  consummate  the  ambitious 
designs  of  the  bold  and  unprincipled  leader,  but  the 
ways  and  means — ^the  money  for  the  enterprise; 
and  when  he  might  find  the  public  moneys — all 
that  belonged  to  the  public  treasury,  whether  five  or 
twenty  or  fifty  millions  of  good  gold  and  silver — not 
deposited  in  independent  banks,  which  would  reftise 
to  yield  it  up  to  his  demand,  but  in  the  hands  of  his 
own  officers  and  agents,  appointed  by  his  authori- 
ty, devoted  to  his  interests,  and  ready  to  do  his 
will. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  hasten  now  to  say  a 
word  or  two  about  this  exchequer  board  and  its 
agencies,  considered  as  an  executive  commercial 
bank  of  deposite  and  exchange.  The  earnestness 
with  which  the  original  report,  made  to  Congress 
in  behalf  of  the  exchequer,  denies  and  protests  that 
this  is  no  Government  bank — ^a  course  which  has 
been  followed  with  more  than  equal  earnestness  and 
zeal  by  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
CusHiKo] — demonstrates  plainly  enough  that  the 
friends  of  this  measure  regard  a  Government  bank 
as  exceptionable  and  indefensible,  and  that  they 
would  not  dare  openly  to  advocate  before  the  coun- 
try any  such  proposition.  This  is  well,  and  it  argues 
a  deference  to  the  Constitution  and  to  popular  sen- 
timent, in  these  quarters,  which  may  yet  prove  the 
salvation  of  the  country.  . 

Now,  sir,  on  this  important  matter  of  fact,  I  take 
issue  with  these  genClemen,  one  and  all;,  and  I  con- 
fees  myself  not  a  little  astonished  when  I  consider 
what  intellect  and  what  learning  have  been  applied 
to  the  question,  that  even  doubts,  much  more  that 
positive  opinions,  should  have  been  expressed  firom 
such  quarters  afainat  the  klea  that  it  was  any  part 


of  this  exchequer  scheme  to  establish  a  Crovemment 
bank.  The  point  is  too  plain  for  argument  or  opin- 
ion. It  is  a  thing  palpable  to  every  vision,  standing 
out  in  bold  relief  on  the  face  of  the  scheme,  and  can- 
not be  taken  or  mistaken,  either  for  nothing  or  for 
anything  else.  It  is  not  a  bank,  because  it  makes  no 
disceuntsl  And  it  is  not  a  bank,  because  it  is  not  a 
joint-stock  company!  Well,  let  those  who  argue 
thus,  enjoy  their  opinions;  thank  God,  there  is  lit- 
tie  danger  that  such  opinions  can  be  propagated. 

I  affirm  that  this  scheme  doet  propose  a  Govern- 
ment bank,  with  all  the  elements  essential  to  a  bank. 
The  bank  is  to  be  conducted,  too,  by  Government, 
a»  a  corporation,  just  as  other  corporations  conduct 
their  banking  operations — through  the  agency  of 
officers  and  clerks  of  its  own  appointment.  It  is  to 
deal -with  individuuU,  on  individual  account,  as 
any  other  bank;  and,  though  it  may  not  be  sued,  yet 
it  can  sue  in  the  name  of  the  corporatton^^nunify, 

the  Government. 

• 

I  put  out  of  consideration  here,  the  issues  to  cnditp 
ors;  these  are  made  on  Government  aocoont,  and 
this  may  be  a  legitimate  business  for  Government  to 
transact.  Besides,  these  issues  belong  not  to  the 
bank,  but  to  the  sub-treasury  part  of  the  scheme. 
And  this,  by  the  way,  constitutes  the  only  essential 
difiference  between  this  sub-treasury  and  that  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  The  latter  contemplated  the  use  of 
coin  only,  as  the  sole  currency  to  be  used  between 
the  Government  and  its  creditors  and  debtors;  thooghy 
as  is  well  known,  this  feature  in  the  plan  fiuled 
utterly  in  practice,  and  bank  paper  and  bank  dieeks 
were  used  instead,  almoet  exclusively.  The  sal^ 
treasury  oflered  to  us,  provides  for  the  use  of  Geo** 
emment  paper  to  be  issued  to  creditors,  and  to  be 
receivable  for  all  public  dues. 

I  also  put  out  of  consideration  here  all  dealings 
in  exchange  on  Government  account.  All  this 
belongs  also  to  ths  sub^treasury  part  of  the  exche- 
quer. The  power  to  buy  and  sell  exchange, /or  the 
transfer  of  the  public  revenues,  has  been  often  ex- 
ercised, and  it  was  part  of  the  authority  expressly 
given  under  the  sub  treasury  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
All  this  Government  has  done,  and  may  do;  though 
it  is  a  power  subject  (p  great  abuse,,  and  liable  to 
strong  otjections. 

I  desire,  then,  that  it  may  be  distinctiy  undaiftood 
that  I  do  not  charge  that  this  exchequer  schema 
includes  a  Government  bank,  because  the  board  and 
its  agencies  are  to  receive  depodtes  oi  public  money, 
or  revenues  nor  because  it  is  to  issue  convertibie 
paper  in  payment  to  thepubUe  creditorsg  nor  b^ 
cause  it  may  draw  drafts,  or  buy  and  sell  exchangaa^ 
for  the  transfer  of  Government  funds  for  Gov- 
emment  use.  These  are  operations  analogous  to 
banking  operations;  but  it  is  not  on  account  of  these 
operations  that  I  find  a  Government  bank  in  tfaa 
powers  conferred  on  the  board  of  exchequer  and  its 
agencies.  Nor,  on  the  otiier  hand,  does  tile  fact  that 
these  operations  have  been  carried  on,  and  may  be 
carried  dn  (if  they  may)  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, tend  to  prove— which  was  the  argument  oi 
the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  CusHiire,]— 
that  whatever  other  commercial  operations  analo- 
gous to  these,  in  mere  matter  of  form,  but  totally  dis- 
tinct in  substance,  object,  and  character,  theChivem- 
ment  may  carry  on,  yet  it  will  not  conduct  the  proper 
business  of  a  true  commercial  bank.  The  gentlenian 
from  Massachusetts  says  this  cannot  be  a  Govern- 
ment bank  on  account  of  the  exchequer  receiviBg 
deposites,  because  the  treasury  always  receives  do* 
poeites;  nor  on  account  of  its  issuing  paper  for  cumn- 
cy,  because  that  the  Treasury  Department  has  done, 
and  may  do;  nor  on  account  of  its  buying  and  selling 
exchange,  because  that  also  has  been  done  by  tho 
Treasury  Department  when  it  was  no  bank.  But 
all  this  is  arguing  (if  there  be  argument  in  it)  with- 
out advancing  us  one  step  towards  a  condusion. 
It  is,  in  effect,  declariif  g  that  Government  may  estab- 
lish an  agency  of  Government  officers  to  conduct 
all  the  operations  of  a  commercial  bank — ^not  on  Gov- 
eminent  account,  but  wholly  on  individual  account* 
just  in  the  manner  of  any  private  bank  or  banker; 
and  yet  that  agency  cannot  be  a  Government  bank» 
because  it  is  the  Government,  or  a  part  of  it 
I     QntletiiBsea  wkat  tbieOovpuiifttMaiob' 
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to  do,  and  then  let  us  determine  whether  it  be  a 
bank  er  not 

And,  first,  it  is  to  carry  on  the  boainess  of  receiv- 
ing on  private  depoeites  money,  gold  and  silver, 
**the  property  of  individuals,  to  be  held,  as  in  other 
cases  of  deposites  made  by  individuals,  for  conve- 
nience and  security;"  and  for  these  private  deposites 
it  is  to  issue  certificates  of  deposite,  charging  a  pre- 
mium therefor  not  exceeding  the  one-half  of  one  per 
cent.  The  certificates  outstanding  at  any  one  time 
must  not  exceed  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  they 
are  to  be  prepared  so  as  to-  circulate  as  bank  money, 
or  currency. 

Now  this  is  precisely  the  business  transacted  by 
the  Bank  of  Amsterdam;  and  this  was  its  principal, 
if  not  its  only  business.  It  was  not  a  bank  of  dis- 
count; it  did  not  loan  a  dollar  of  money;  it  did  not 
deal  in  exchanges.  The  original  subscribers  deposit- 
ed their  coin,  which  was  of  short  weight,  and  re- 
ceived a  ciredit  on  the  books  of  the  bank  equivalent  to 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  coin;  and  these  credits  were 
bank  money;  and  all  payments  of  considerable  suras 
were  made  in  this  bank  money,  by  the  transfer  of 
credits  from  the  name  of  the  debtor  to  that  of  the 
creditor.  The  bank  also  received  on  deposite  the 
money  of  individuals,  placing  an  equivalent  of  bank 
money  to  the  account  of  the  depositor,  with  a  small 
deduction  only  for  profit  and  expenses,  and  giving 
him  a  receipt  payable  to  bearer.  This  was  the  sum 
of  the  business  of  the  bank;  and  was  the  Bank  of 
Amsterdam  a  bank,  or  was  it  notl  The  Bank  of 
Hamburg  operates  in  the  same  way  to  this  hour;  and 
is  the  Bank  of  Hamburg  a  bank,  or  is  it  not?  And 
if  they  are  banks,  why  is  not  this  board  of  exchequer — 
conducting  this  identical  business  in  the  same  form, 
wholly  on  individual  account — why  is  this  exchequer 
not  a  banki 

But  the  exchequer  is  to  deal  in  exchanges,  solely 
on  individual  account.  It  may  buy  exchange,  re- 
stricted only  to  bills  running  from  State  to.  State, 
and  to  such  as  shall  be  payable  in  thirty  days  from 
date  or  from  sight.  With  these  restrictions  only,  it 
may  purchase  exchange  to  an  amount  limited  only 
by  its  means,  and  the  ofiers  which  shall  be  made. 
And  it  may  discount  also  the  bills  which  it  buys, 
only  taking  care  that  it  do  not  take  more  ^an  eight 
per  c«nt.  for  both  interest  and  exchange.  And  all 
this  it  may  do,  not  in  any  manner  on  Government 
account,  or  connected  in  the  remotest  degree  with 
the  management  of  the  proper  revenue  and  funds  of 
Government ;  but  solely  and  exclusively  on  indi- 
vidual account,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
trading  and  business  community. 

And  then  the  exchequer  may  9611  exchange  to 
any  amount  for  which  a  demand  may  exist — receiv- 
ing the  money  of  individuals,  and  fiimiahing  to  them 
commercial  bills,  just  as  other  banks  and  bankers 
furnish  such  bills;  and  all  this,  not  for  the  Govem- 
Bient,  or  on  Government  account;  but  for  individ- 
uals, and  on  individual  account.  The  only,  restric- 
tion is,  that  the  premium  charged  for  this  business 
shall  not  exceed  two  per  cent 

Such,  and  so  vast,  is  the  business  to  be  done  by 
this  bank,  under  the  powers  conferred  on  the  board 
of  exchequer — all  of  it  a  legitimate  banking  business, 
precisely  such  as  is  commonly  transacted  by  banks 
and  bankers,  and  all  to  be  done  on  individual  account — 
and  yet,  this  is  no  bank! 

And  this  is  no  bank,  becaqse,  after  all,  it  is  only 
receiving  deposites  and  giving  paper  for  diem;  or  it 
is  only  selling  or  buying  exchange.  And  all  this  the 
Treasury  Department  has  done,  and  may  do  again, 
and  yet  be  no  bank.  But  has  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ever  received  private  deposites,  "the  property 
of  individuals,  to  be  held,  as  in  other  cases  oi  de- 
posites made  by  individuals,  for  convenience  and 
security,"  and  issued  paper  to  circulate  as  currency 
upon  such  private  deposites?  And  has  the  Treas- 
ury Department  ever  dealt  in  exchanges,  buying  and 
selling  bills,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  accommodation 
to  in^viduals^  and  to  enable  such  individuak  to  an- 
ticipate or  transfer  their  funds?  If  this  Government, 
nr  any  other  Government,  had  ever  attempted  a  bu- 
siness of  this  sort  before,  there  might  be  something 
in  the  argument.  But  what  is  it  to  the  purpose, 
when  we  charge  that,  if  the  Government  deals  in 
private  deposities,  and  in  bills  of  exchange  wholly 
9ni|kdividttal«ccoi|iity  it  Coiiducta  the  proper  bottoess  U 


of  a  bank — what  is  it  to  the  purpose  to  reply,  that  the 
Government  does  deal,  or  has  dealt,  and  may  deal, 
in  depositee  and  exchanges  on  Government  account, 
and  for  the  management  of  its  own  proper  revenues 
and  funds?  Does  it  follow,  therefore,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment may  deal  in  deposites,  and  exchanges  on 
individual  account;  and  that,  in  so  doing,  it  does  not 
conduct  the  proper  business  of  a  bank? 

Sir,  this  sort  of  reasoning  leads  to  very  strange 
conclusions.  The  Government  sets  up  an  ofiicial 
agency  to  deal  in  money  and  exchanges,  just  after 
the  manner  of  a  bank,  and  in  no  manner  or  degree  for 
Government  account;  and  that  agency  is  not  a  bank, 
because  the  Government  may  and  does  deal  in  mon- 
ey and  exchanges  in  its  own  proper  business.  Well; 
the  Government  buys  and  sells  real  estate,  and  buys 
and  sells  merchandise  for  Government  account,  and 
in  the  transaction  of  its  own  proper  business:  can 
Government,  therefore,  establish  an  official  agency 
for  dealing  and  tiading  in  real  estate,  or  in  merchan- 
dise, in  no  manner  or  degree  for  account  of  Govern- 
ment, and  yet  deny  that  it  is  a  speculator  or  a 
trader? 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  can  be  no  plainer  proposition 
than  that  this  exchequer  scheme  includes  a  regular, 
out-and-out  Government  bank— an  executive  commer- 
cial bank  of  deposite  and  exchange — to  be  conduct- 
ed by  this  Government  as  a  corporation,  through  its 
own  officers,  wholly  on  individual  account,  and  pre- 
cisely in  the  manner  of  any  other  bank.  It  may 
transact  a  banking  business  in  a  single  year  equal 
to  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  In  discounting 
paper  in  the  form  of  bills,  in  buying  exchange,  and 
in  selling  exchange,  though  terms  are  prescribed, 
yet  there  is  latitude  enough  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment— the  administration  for  the  time  being — ^to  dis- 
tinguish, among  its  customers,  between  its  friends 
and  its  enemies;  bestowing  favors  upon  some,  and 
imposing  hard  or  uncomfortable  terms  upon  oUiers. 
It  may  discount  paper  on  easier  terms  than  its  neigh- 
bor banks;  it  may  buy  exchange  at  a  higher  premi- 
um, and  may  sell  exchange  at  a  lower  premium,  than 
the  market  price.  And  it  is  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment that  is  to  do  all  this;  and  we,  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  are  to  give  the  authority.  The 
Executive,  through  officers  deriving  their  places  firom 
him,  is  to  deal  and  trade  in  money  and  commercial 
paper  to  the  tund  (it  may  be)  of  a  hundred  millions  a 
year,  with  individuals  all  over  the  country,  and  with 
the  whole  trading  and  commercial  community. 
Liberty!  Liberty!  what  has  become  of  that  jealous 
spirit  which  once  made  the  American  people  so 
watchful  for  freedom,  and  filled  them  with  alarm  and 
indignation  at  the  slightest  encroachments,  or  the 
offered  blandishments  of  Executive  power! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  time  to  ask  soberly  and 
seriously  after  the  power  of  this  Government  to  deal, 
as  a  banker,  in  money  and  exchanges,  in  the  way 
and  manner  proposed.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
some  gentleman  rise  in  his  place  and  maintain 
the  naked  proposition,  that  this  Government  has  the 
constitutional  authority  for  this  kind  of  business.  I 
should  like  to  hear  the  argument,  that  I  may  under- 
stand in  what  particular  clause  in  the  Constitution 
the  authority  is  found,  or  from  what  particular  or 
what  general  power  it  is  derived.  A  power  to 
deal  and  trade  in  money  and  commercial  paper,  as 
here  proposed,  is  a  substantive  power,  in  no  manner 
incident  merely  to  some  other  power,  so  far  as  I  can 
discover.  This  Government  has  full  authority,  of 
course,  for  the  management  of  its  own  revenues  and 
funds;  and  it  may  manage  its  revenues  and  funds 
itself,  by  its  own  proper  officers,  or  it  may  create  a 
bank  or  a  fiscal  agent  for  that  purpose.  If  it  create 
a  bank  for  this  purpose,  it  may  give  to  it  all  the  or- 
dinary powers  of  a  bank,  to  enable  it  to  maintain  an 
independent  existence  as  such.  It  may  authorise 
the  bank  to  receive  private  deposites,  to  discount 
paper  and  loan  money,  to  issue  currency,  and  to  deal 
in  exchanges.  All  these  powers  are  appropriate  to 
a  bank,  and  some  or  all  are  essential  to  its  existence 
as  a  bank.  It  cannot  be  a  bank  without  them,  or 
some  of  them.  It  must  have  an  independent  cor- 
porate existence;  it  must  have  capital;  and  it  must 
transact  business  enough  in  its  proper  line  to  live 
upon.  But  does  it  follow,  therefore,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  may  turn  banker,  as  a  coiporation ; 
set  aparta capital  to  tnde  upon;  Vki  condiictaU 


the  various  and  complex  business  and  operatioQgof 
a  bank?     These  operations  are  appropriate  and  ea. 
sential  to  a  bank  as  a  fiscal  agent;  but  they  ue  ia 
no  manner  appropriate  or  essential  to  the  Gorem- 
raent,  in  the  management  of  its  own  revenues  and 
fiscal  affairs  by  its  own  officers.    It  is  not  neeeuary 
that  the  Government  should  deal  in  money  tod  ex- 
changes on  individual  account,  to  enable  it  to  Veep, 
transfer,  and  disburse  its  own  money,  or  even  to 
enable  it  to  put  forth  its  own  paper  for  curreocj. 
This  it  may  do  by  issues  to  its  own  crecHtors,  and 
for  money  borroweAF  These  would  be  issues  on 
Government  account,  and  not  a  trading  in  money 
or  paper  by  the  Government  on  individual  aaount 
This  Government,  by  an  express  authority,  estab- 
lishes post  offices  and  post  rcMds.    If  necessary  for 
carrying  the  mail  on  a  particular  route,  the  Govern- 
ment may  set  up  a  line  of  stages  of  its  own  far  the 
purpose,  and,  as  incident  to  the  carrying  of  the 
mail,  perhaps  it  might  carry  passengers.   This  has 
actually  been  done  by  the   Post  Office  Department 
in  former  times.    It  was  done  on  the  roate  between 
this  city   and    Baltimore.       But  what  would  be 
thought,  because  the  Goveinment  sometimes  car- 
ried the  mails    with  passengers  in  its  own  post 
coaches,  if  it  should  undertake  to  set  up  lines  of  post 
coaches  all  over  the  country,  for  the  carrying  of  pas- 
sengers without  the  mails?     And  this  may  serve 
to  illustrate  the  distinction  between  the  transaction 
of  business  on  Government  account,  or  as  incident 
to  the  proper  business  of  Government,  and  the  inn^ 
action  of  the  same  business  wholly  on  individual 
account    In  the  same  way,  the  Government  might, 
if  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  con* 
struct  roads  or  railroads,  or  build  and  own  steamboats; 
and,  perhaps,  the  carrying  of  passengers  might  be 
connected  vrith  the  carrying  of  the  mails.    But  no- 
body, I  believe,  would  think  that  die  Govemment 
might,  therefore,  by  its  own  official  sgeney,  con- 
struct railroads  and  build   steamboats,  solely  for  the 
accommodation  of  the   puhUc  in  the  carrying  of 
passengers,  without  any  csonnexion  with,  or  refe> 
ence  to,  the  carrying  of  the  mails  whatever.  And 
yet,  is  not  this,  in  substance  and  principle,  precise- 
ly what  this  exchequer  scheme  suppose^  die  Gov. 
emment  may  do?     The  Grovernment  may  keep  its 
own  money;  therefore  it  may  keep  the  money  of 
of  individuals.  The  Govemment  may  buy  and  kII 
drafts  for  the  transfer  of  its   own  funds;  therefore  it 
may  do  the  same  thing  for  the  transler -of  the  funds 
of  individuals.  The  Govemment  may  issue  paper,  ss 
the  evidence  of  its  own  proper  debts  contracted  in 
its  own  proper  business;  therefore  it  may.  issue  paper 
wholly  on  dealings  with  individuals,  and  solely  for 
the  acconmiodation  of  such  individuals  and  the  com. 
mercial  conmiunity  in  general.    The  Croverament 
may  create  a  bank  as  its  fiscal  agent,  not  because  a 
bank  ia  necessary,  but  a  fiscal  agent  is;  and  may  au- 
thorize such  bank,  while  performing  the  duties  of 
fiscal  agent,  to  conduct  the  ordinary  operations  of  a 
bank,  as  necessary  to  its  support  and  existence;  and, 
therefore,  the  Government,  being  its  own  fiscal  agent 
if  it  choose  to  be,  may  also  conduct  the  oidinaiy 
operations  of  a  bank,  tihough  those  operations  tn 
in  no '  way  connected  with  its  management  of  its 
own  funds  and  fiscal  affiurs; — at  any  rate,  in  no  wsy 
essential,  or  even  important,  to  such  management 
It  cannot  facilitate,  or  tend  to  facilitate,  the  open- 
tions  of  the  board  of  exchequer  and  its  agenaes,  m  re- 
ceiving, keepuig,  transferring,  and  disbursingthe  prop- 
er public  money  of  the  Government,  or  in  paying  the 
public  creditors  in  treasury  notes  instead  of  gold  and 
silver,  that  it  should  also  receive  the  money  of  m- 
dividuals  o,n  private  deposite,  furnishing  currency 
therefor,  or  that  it  should  buy  and  sell  exchange  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  commercial  communitf. 
It  must  create  embarrassment,  radier;  at  any  rat^ 
additional  labor,  care,  and  expense.    These  bank- 
ing operations  are  s^Mrate  and  distinct,  and  are  so 
regarded   in    the    plan  itself.    «The  boaitiof  ex- 
chequer and  its  several  agen<des,"  says  this  plan, 
*'shall  keep  separate  and  distinct  seU  of  boob,  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  and  recording,  in  one  set, 
all  transactions  respecting  the  collection,  keeping, 
and  disbursing  of  the  public  revenue,  and  tiaw* 
mitting  the  public  moneys  from  place  to  place,  w 
the  service  of  GoveramenI;    and,  in  another,  tU 
I   tnuu«ctio|»  and  accounts  axiaDg  taa  dealings^ 
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exchange)  and  other  transactions  not  on  Govern- 
BifDt  account"  And  these  'Mealings  in  exchange 
and  other  transactions  not  on  Government  ac- 
count," are  as  distinct  Irom  th^  duties  required  of 
the  eichequer  **for  the  aeryioe  of  the  Government," 
as  they  could  be  if  they  had  been  assigned  to  a  sep- 
arate board — a  distinct  agency. 

And  I  repeat,  that  the  banking  operations  here  pro- 
posed seem  to  roe  to  require  some  sibstantive  and 
direct  authority  in  the  Constitution  to  sanction  them, 
inasmuch  as  they  do  not  appear  to  stand  in  any  man- 
ner essentially  connected  with  the  operations  of 
Government,  under  any  of  the  substantive  or  granted 
powers  relating  to  the  revenue  or  the  management 
of  the  public  finances.     If  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor  is  prepared  to  maintain  that  this  Government 
may,  by  constitutional  warrant,  as  a  political  corpo- 
ration, through  its  own  officers,  set  up  a  commercial 
bankof  depoaiteand  exchange,  with  a  proper  bank- 
ing capital^  to  deal  and  trade  in  money  and  paper, 
and  in  conmmercial  bills,  solely  on  ac4ftunt  9f  indi* 
viduals  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  commer- 
cial community,  and  vrithout  the  slightest  necessary 
connexion    with    the   management  of  the  proper 
Ainds  and  iinances  of  Government, — ^if  any  gentle- 
man will  do  this,  I  shall,  for  one,  be  gratified  to  hear 
him;  and  I  ehall  expect  to  get  some  new  light  in  re- 
gard to  the   constitutional  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   Until  I  am  enlightened  in  this  way,  I  must 
hesitate  to  gfive  my  sanction  to  the  powers  now  pro- 
posed to  be  exercised;  and  I  must  leave  it  to  those 
to  support  this  proposition,  from  the  President  down — 
strict  constructionists — ^who   can   find  no  warrant 
of  authority  whatever  in  the  Constitution  for  a  bank 
as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  because  such 
bank,  if  created,  must,  or  may  be,  autiiorized  to  deal 
in  money  and  exchangel    On   all  this  subject  it  is 
enough  for  me  to  say,  at  present,  that  this  is  a  Gov- 
ernment bank— demonstrably  so,  and  not  the  less 
90  because  it  is  denied;    and  that,  by  the  plain  ad- 
mission of  the  originators  and   friends  of  the  ex- 
chequer scheme,  powei;  or  no  power,  a  Government 
bank  ought  not  to  exist  in  this  countiy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  opinions,  in  part,  at  least,  both 
of  this  new  executive  treasury  and  sub-treasury, 
and  this  executive  bank,  are,  I  think,  by  this  time, 
pretty  well  understood.  The  support  they  have 
received  from  a  particular  quarter,  which  has  com- 
manded at  all  times,  and  on  all  great  questions  of 
public  interest,  my  profound  respect — that  support, 
and  nothing  else,  could  ever,  for  a  moment,  have 
made  me  doubtful  about  the  true  character  of  this 
measure,  or  made  me  hesitate  to  express  that  con- 
demnation of  it  which  I  have  believed  it  merited; — 
I  may  say,  that  utter  abhorrence  of  it  which  I  have 
constantly  felt. 

Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  last  session,  feeling  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  majority  here  to  do  something---what«- 
ever  they  could,  without  any  sacrifice  of  principle, 
which  should  promise  relief,  I  proposed  a  substitute 
for  the  bill  reported  fh>m  the  Select  Committee,  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cushino.] 
That  sulwtitute  contemplated  the  issuing,  by  the 
Government,  of  fifteen  millions  of  convertible  paper, 
or  notes,  to  be  issued  to  creditors,  or  to  those  who 
should  lend  the  Government  their  cash — redeemable 
on  demand,  in  specie,  at  the  Treasury  in  Washing- 
ton, or  at  an  agency  oi  the  Treasury  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  Of  course,  no  issues  were  to  be  made, 
except  on  Government  account;  there  was  to  be  no 
sub-treasury,  and  no  board  of  exchequer,  for  no  such 
board  was  required;  any  more  than  the  like  machi- 
nery was  or  is  required  for  the  issue  of  inconvertible 
treasury  notes. 

This  measure  was  offered  by  me,  that  it  might  be 
considered  whenever  the  exchequer  plan  should  be 
brought  forward.  It  expressed  my  ultimatum  in 
regard  to  paper  for  currency,  to  be  issued  directly  by 
this  Government,  which  I  hold  to  be  a  practice  al- 
ways liable  to  abuse,  and  to  be  avoided  as  far  as 
pofwible.  In  truth,  I  should,  at  any  time,  have  given 
my  own  proposition  a  reluctant  support;  though,  if 
the  subiect  had  come  up,  it  should  have  had  from 
me  a  firm  support  as  an  antagonist  measure  to  that 
proposed  by  the  Executive. 

The  House  is  aware  that  a  few  days  since  I 
offered  another  measure,  referred  to  by  me  at  the 
commenoement  of  my  remarks,  as  a  substitute  for 


the  exchequer  scheme,  which,  at  my  instance,  was  | 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  This 
measure  I  greatly  prefer  to  the  former  one  submitted 
by  me;  and  it  is  my  purpose,  as  I  have  already  said, 
to  urge  it  at  a  proper  time  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  If  gentlemen  have  not  turned  their 
attention  to  it,  I  beg  they  will  do  so.  It  will  explain 
itself.  It  is  perfectly  simple,  and  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned, as  a  pecuniary  transaction,  perfectly  safe; 
and  it  is  as  little  liable  to  exceptions  from  political 
considerations,  as  any  plan  for  the  same  objects 
could  well  be.  While  it  will  enable  the  Gdvemment 
to  borrow  cheaply,  at  home,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars, 
it  will  afiford  the  means,  not  of  creating,  but  of  adopting 
fifteen  millions  of  sound  currency,  which,  by  the  act 
of  adoption,  will  be  made  to  put  on  the  character  of 
nationality.  I  am  not  permitted  now  to  enter  further 
into  this  plan,  as  the  time  allowed  me  is  just  about 
to  expire.  A  further  opportunity,  I  trust,  will  be 
.afforded  me  when  the  House  shall  go  into  com- 
mittee on  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, which  I  hope  it  will  do  very  soon;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  I  beg  leave  again  earnestly  to  commend 
to  the  attention  of  genUemen  on  all  sides  of  the 
House  the  measure  and  plan  to  which  I  refer. 
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H  Senate^  August  19,  1842— On  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  and  addressed  the  Sen- 
ale  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  It  is  now  manifest  that  the  treaty 
under  discussion  is  destined  to  be  ratified  by  a  large 
majoritv  of  the  Senate.  The  news  of  this  ratifica- 
tion will  spread  joy  and  gladness  throughout  the 
land.  It  will  be  hailed  by  the  country  as  the  pledge 
of  a  lasting  peace  between  two  great  nations;  and 
those  who  were  instrumental  either  in  its  negotia- 
tion or  ratification,  will  be  esteemed  public  bene- 
factors. Beyond  all  question,  such  will  be  the  first 
impression  upon  the  public  mind.  Amidst  this 
general  joy,  it  will  be  a  subject  of  surprise  and  as- 
tonishment that  some  eight  or  ten  Senators  should 
have  separated  themselves  from  the  mass,  and  voted 
against  the  ratification  of  this  treaty.  The  first  i  m- 
pulse  of  public  feeling  will  be  to  condemn  these 
Senators.  Now,  sir,  as  I  shall  be  one  of  this  small 
number,  I  rise  to  make  my  defence  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  in  advance,  not  doubting  but  that 
the  justice,  if  not  the  generosity  of  the  Senate,  will 
remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy  from  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  enable  me  to  publish  my  remarks. 

There  is  no  Senator  who  has  felt  more  anxious 
to  vote  in  favor  of  this  treaty  than  myself.  I  am 
conscious  of  all  the  happy  efirects  upon  the  country 
which  might  result  from  unanimity  in  this  body; 
and  I  may  say,  in  all  sincerity,  that  I  have  en- 
deavored to  agree  with  the  majority.  Nay,  more — 
I  was  disposed  to  distrust  my  own  judgment,  be- 
lieving that  it  might  have  been  prejudiced  hy  the 
zealous  and  persevering  efibrts  which  I  had  for- 
merly made,  both  as  chairman  of  (he  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  as  a  Senator  on  this  floor, 
to  sustain  the  rights  of  Maine  against  what  {  be- 
lieved to  be  the  unjust  pretensions  of  the  British 
Government.  I  have,  therefore,  earnestly  endeav- 
ored to  keep  my  mind  open  to  conviction  until 
the  last  moment;  but  afler  all,  I  cannot  vote  for 
this  treaty  without  feeling  thai  I  had  violated  my 
duty  to  the  country,  and  without  forfeiting  my  own 
self-respect.  In  the  emphatic  language  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine,  [Mr.  Wiluams,]  I  believe  it  to 
be  a  treaty  unjust  to  Maine,  and  dishonorable  to  the 
whole  country;  and  thus  believing,  if  it  depended 
upon  my  vole,  it  should  be  rejected  without  regard 
to  consequences.  These  I  would  leave  to  that  su- 
perintending Providence  which  has  ever  been  our 
shield  in  the  day  of  danger,  x  Even  if  war  shonld 
be  ihe  result  (which  1  do  not  by  any  means  antici- 
pate,) I  would  rely  with  perfect  confidence  upon  the 
courage,  patriotism,  and  energy  of  my  countrymen, 
for  the  defence  of  their  rights. 

When  the  mission  of  Lord  Ashburton  was  first 
announced,  I  hailed  it  as  the  oMve  branch  of  peace 
and  friendship,  presented  by  England  to  this  coun- 
try. The  auspices  were  all  favorable.  I  believed 
then,  and  I  believe  still,  that  she  was  sincere.  Her 
revenue  was  insufilcient  for  her  aonual  expendi- 


tures; she  had  experienced  reverses  in  the  East, 
where  she  was  waging  two  expensive,  unjust,  and 
bloody  wars;  a  large  portion  of  her  own  population 
was  almost  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion,  and  she  had 
signally  failed  in  her  darling  policy  of  extorting 
from  France  a  ratification  of  the  jquihiuple  treaty, 
which  would  have  given  hfer  the  rijhi  of  searching^ 
all  European  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Such 
was  the  condition  of  England  when  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton arrived  in  Washington,  "having  been  charged 
with  full  powers  to  negoiiafe  and  settle  all  matters 
in  discussion  between  the  two  countries"  When  I 
make  this  declaration,  I  employ  the  very  language 
used  by  Mr.  Webster  himself,  in  the  very  first  sen- 
tence of  his  first  diplomatic  note,  daled  on  the  17th 
June  last.  His  Lordship's  powers  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  Northeastern  boundary  questio.^,  which 
is  the  only  disputed  question  setlled  by  the  tieaty; 
but  they  would  have  enabled  him  to  terminate  all 
the  vexed  and  dangei^ous  questions  which  still  re- 
main open  to  disturb  the  harmony  and  threaten 
the  peace  of  the  two  nations. 

Not  only  did  a  crisis  then  exist  in  the  affairs  of 
England  eminently  calculated  to  predispose  her  to 
a  fair  and  amicable  adjustment  of  all  the  disputed 
auctions;  but  the  British  Government  well  knew 
tnat  these  questions  were  of  such  a  di.'-tinct  and 
varied  character,  that  some  one  of  them  had  strong-  . 
ly  enlisted  the  feelings  of  each  portion  of  our  coun-  I 
try;  and,  when  combined,  that  they  would  unite  the  * 
American  people  almost  as  one  man  in  demanding 
justice.  Tnere  was  the  Northeastern  boundary 
question,  which  peculiarly  interested  the  Eastern 
States,  as  did  the  Northwestern  boundary  the  West- 
ern States,  whilst  the  Creole  question  had  deeply 
affected  the  sensibilities  of  the  Southern  and  South- 
western portions  of  the  Union.  Redress  for  the 
Caroline  outrage,  and  an  abandonment  of  the  right 
oi  search,  were  questions  of  national  honor,  in 
which  every  man  with  an  American  heart,  through- 
out the  broad  extent  of  our  country,  felt  the  deepest 
interest.  The  varied  wrongs  of  England  had  united, 
us  together  in  an  adamantine  chain,  no  link  of 
which  ought  ever  to  have  been  broken  until  these 
wrongs  had  all  been  redressed.  I  believe  in  my 
soul  that  the  propitious  moment  had  arrived  for 
settling  all  these  questions  upon  just  and  honorable 
principles.  Feeling  this  to  oe  the  case,  I  declared, 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  at  the  period  of  Lord 
Ashburton's  arrival,  that  our  motto  onght  to  he^AU 
or  none.  This  I  did,  because  I  felt  that  all  couldl 
be  adjusted.  I  believe  still  that  all  might  have) 
been  adjusted:  although  I  knew  it  would  be  the! 
policy  of  the  British  Government  to  obtain  a  ces^ 
sion  of  that  portion  of  Maine  necessary  to  consoli- 
date her  power  in  North  America,  and  leave  the 
other  questions— particularly  that  of  the  Creole — 
for  "a  more  convenient  season.*'  This  Creole 
question,  from  peculiar  causes,  which  I  need  not 
explain,  was  the  weakest,  except  in  point  of  justice, 
of  all  the  questions  in  dispute;  whilst  the  prejudices 
of  the  British  people  were  most  strongly  enlisted 
against  its  fair  and  honorable  adjustment.  Lord 
Ashburton  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  all  thai  his 
Government  most  desired,  and  in  postponing  for  fu- 
ture negotiation  all  which  was  most  desirable  for  the 
American  people.  Until  within  the  last  few  weeks, 
we  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  all  matters  in 
dispute  would  be  adjusted  by  the  treaty.  I  appeal 
to  Senators  whether  they  have  not  heard,  over  and 
over  again,  throughout  the  negotiation,  that  the 
only  obstacle  in  the  way  of  sealing  all  our  difficul- 
ties was  the  obstinate  adherence  ol  the  Maine  com. 
mif^ioners  to  the  line  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  I  often 
made  inquiries  concerning  the  Creole  question,  be- 
lieving I  bat  its  adjustment  would  be  the  most  diffi- 
cult; and  was  as  often  informed  that  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  providing  for  the  luture.  although 
Lord  Ashburton  might  not  be  able  to  grant  indem- 
nity for  the  past.  I  believed  that  all  things  were  in 
successful  progress;  and  never  have  I  been  more  i 
astonished  and  disappointed  than  when  I  first  learn-  | 
ed  that  the  Maine  question  alone  had  been  setlled  j 
by  the  treaty,  and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  disputed/ 

3uestions  had  merely  been  made  the  subjects  of  a/ 
iplomatic  correspondence. 
Had  all  the  questions  been  adjusted  between  the 
two  countries,  a  career  of  happiness  and  prosperity 
would  have  been  opened  to  both,  on-which  the  ima- 
gination of  the  philanthropist  might  love  to  dwell. 
Time  might  have  soothed,  or  even  obliterated,  the 
memory  of  the  successive  wrongs  and  insults  which 
we  have  suffered  from  England  since  she  first  ac- 
knowledged our  independence;  and  we  might  have 
forgotten  ihose  uufriendly  feelings  towards  ^ 
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which,  unqnesliozutbly,  now  pervade  the  great  body 
of  the  Ameiicaa  people.  Senators  on  this  floOr 
may  speak  of  the  two  nations  as  the  mother  and  the 
daughter,  and  may  please  their  fancy  by  such  epi- 
thets of  mutual  endearment;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
large  majority  of  our  countrymen,  England  has  ever 
acted  as  a  harsh  and  severe  stepmother  towards  this 
coimtry.  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  this  unnatural 
relationship  would  end  with  the  termination  of 
Lord  Ashburton's  mission;  and,  had  all  the  ques- 
tions been  settled,  I  was  prepared  to  yield  much  for 
the  sake  of  such  a  happy  consummation. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  discuss  each  of  the  subjects 
separately,  involved  in  the  correspondence  and  the 
treaty.  Aiid,  first,  1  shall  reler  to  the  question  of 
impressment.  The  two  last  letters  of  the  series  re- 
late to  this  subject.  On  the  8th  of  August,  (the  day 
before  the  termination  of  the  special  mission,)  Mr. 
Webster  addressed  a  letter  to  Lord  Ashburton, 
which  presents  a  clear  and  staking  view  of  the 
arguments  which  have  been  heretofore  urged 
against  the  impressment  of  American  seamen;  and 
suggests  to  the  British  GK)vemmeDt  the  propiriety 
of  renouncing  the  practice  hereaAer.  His  Lordship 
replied  to  this  letter  on  the  next  day,  (the  9lh  of 
August;)  and,  with  this  letter,  his  mission  termi- 
nated. 

This  letter  of  Lord  Ashburton  is  a  fair  specimen 
of  his  whole  correspondence.  It  shows  his  Lordship 
to  be  a  shrewd,  sagacious,  aod  practical  man.  The 
British  Government  could  Dot  have  made  a  more 
fortunate  selection  of  a  minister.  Whilst  all  his 
letters  abound  in  general,  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
sincere  professions^of  anxiety  to  establish  perpetual 
friendship  between  the  two  countries,  he  never 
yields  any  of  the  pretensions  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. Ue  praises  much  the  superior  ability  of  the 
American  negotiator,  and  (to  use  a  cant  phrase, 
common  at  the  bar  whilst  I  was  a  member  of  the 
profession)  is  content  that  Mr.  Webster  shall  have 
the  argument,  provided  he  himself  gets  the  land. 
He  never  commits  himself,  or  his  Goveirnment,  on 
any  particular  point;  and  yet  there  breathes  through- 
out his  whole  language  such  a  spirit  of  conciliation, 
that,  until  you  examine  it  particularly,  you  incline 
to  the  belief  that  he  is  disposed  to  grant  all  you  da- 
sire. 

In  this  letter,  I  ask,  does  he  abandon  the  odious 
claim  of  the  British  Government  to  impress  seamen 
on  board  of  American  vessels')  Does  he  yield  to 
the  unanswerable  arguments  presented  by  Mr. 
Websterl  No,  sir;  no.  On  this  subject,  he  is  not 
merely  non-committal  He  comes  up  to  the  very 
point  which  has  always *been  at  issue  between  the 
two  coantries;~asserts  the  principle  of  the  perpet- 
ual allegiance  of  all  British-born  subjects  in  the 
strongest  terms;  and  justifies  the  oractice  of  im- 
pressment in  cases  oi  necessity.  Kay, more:  he 
informs  Mr.  Webster  that  we  ourselves  would  re^ 
sort  to  the  same  practice,  if  our  geographical  posi- 
tion did  not  render  it  unnecessary.  Let  me  ^uote  a 
few  sentences  of  his  own  language,  to  establish  my 
position. 

^Th*  priaeipl*  !•  (aaya  bia  Lordahlp)  that  all  subjtcta  of  the 
Crown  art,  In  caae  of  neeeasity,  bnuad  lo  aerve  tbelr  country; 
and  tbe  aeafaiing  man  is  naturally  taken  for  the  naval  aervice. 
Thta  ianot,  aa  ia  aometimea  aappoaed,  any  arbitrary  principle 
of  monarciiSca I  government,  but  one  founded  on  the  natural 
doiv  o(  every  man  to  defend  the  life  of  hia  country;  and  all  the 
analogy  of  prour  lawa  would  lead  to  the  concluaion  that  the 
aame  principle  would  hold  good  In  tiie  United  State.*,  if  their 
gftnr-<tphical  poaltlon  did  not  make  lie  application  unnecea- 

It  is  true  that  he  concludes  with  the  expression  of 
a  vague  hope  that  some  satisfactory  arrangement 
may  yet  be  made  upon  the  subject— meaning  noth- 
ing, and  amounting  to  nothing. 

I  confess,  sir,  1  did  not  anticipate  that  the  .sub- 
ject of  impressment  would  form  any  part  of  the 
negotiations  between  Mr.  Webster  and  Lord  Ash- 
burton. This  question  ought  never  to  have  found 
a  place  in  the  correspondence,  unless,  from  the  pre- 
liminarv  conferences,  it  had  been  ascertained  that 
England  was  prepared  to  renounce  the  practice 
forever.  Its  introduction  has  afforded  Lord  Ash- 
burton the  opportunity  of  insisting  upon  a  claim  to 
which  we  can  never  practically  submit,  without 
being  disgraced  and  degraded  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  We  declared  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain thirty  years  ago,  to  protect  American  seamen 
from  impressment;  and  sne,  and  all  the  world,  ought 
to  know  that  we  shall  declare  war  again  should 
the  practice  ever  be  resumed.  If  the  stars  and  the 
stripes  which  float  over  an  American  vessel  upon 
the  ocean  cnnnoi  protect  all  those  who  sail  be- 
neaih  them  from  impressment,  no  matter  to  what 
land  they  may  owe  their  birth,  then  we  are  no 


: 


longer  an  independent  nation.  Whenever  any 
British  officer  snail  dare  to  violate  the  flag  of  our 
country  on  the  ocean,  and  shall  seize  and  carry 
away  any  seaman  fVom  the  deckof  an  American 
vessel,  no  matter. what  may  be  the  pretence,  (unless 
instant  reparation  should  be  made  b^  his  Govern- 
ment for  the  outrage,)  our  only  alternative  will 
then  be  war  or  national  dishonor.  We  are  deeply, 
solemnly  pledged  before  tbe  world,  to  avenge  such 
a  wrong  without  a  moment's  unnecessary  delay. 
Such  an  act  wonld,  in  effect,  be  a  declaration  of  war 
against  us;  and  Great  Britain  knows  it  well.  She 
claims  the  right  of  impressment,  as  a  belligerent 
right  only,  and  when  she  shall  go  to  war  with 
France,  or  any  other  nation,  she  will  then  count 
ihe  cost  to  herself  which  may  result  from  this  prac- 
tice. She  may  refrain,  from  the  conviction  that  it 
would  convert  us  from  being  a  neutral,  into  her 
most  deadly  enemy. .  No,  sir;  no.  This  is  not  a 
question  for  holyday  negotiation,  but  for  war,  in- 
evitable war,  should  the  occasion  ever  imfortu- 
nately  arise.  But  Great  Britain  will  have  a  cait( 
how  she  provokes  such  a  conflict,  in  violation  of 
every  principle  of  national  law,  although  she  may 
reiuse  formally  to  renounce  the  practice.  War 
must  be  the  necessary  result  of  impressment,  or  our 
national  character  must  become  a  subject  of  scorn 
and  contempt  for  all  mankind. 

I  proceed  next  to  the  case  of  the  Caroline. 
There  was  nothing  easier  in  the  world  than  to  set- 
tle this  question  satisfactorily.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment had  only  to  acknowledge  that  Captain  Drew 
and  his  band  of  volunteer  desperadoes  were  in  the 
wrong  when,  under  the  auspices  of  Colonel  McNab, 
they  had  invaded  our  territory,  burnt  the  Caroline, 
and  murdered  an  American  citizen;  and  then  do  all 
they  could  to  repair  this  wron^,  by  indemnifying  the 
owner  of  the  steamboat  for  his  loss  of  property,  and 
providing  for  the  family  of  the  murdered  Durfee., 
if  he  have  a  family.  To  acknowledge  the  wrong, 
and  repair  the  injury  as  far  as  he  can,  is  the  first 
dictate  of  every  just  and  honorable  man,  at  the 
moment  he  becomes  convinced  of  his  error.  Such 
ought  to  be  the  conduct  of  every  just  and  honorable 
nation.  But  has  Great  Britain  pursued  this  course 
in  the  case  of  the  Caroline^  Has  she  either  admitted 
the  national  wrong,  or  repaired  it  by  making  compen- 
sation to  those  who  were  its  victims'?  Neither  the 
one  nor  the  other.  We  have  been  told,  indeed,  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives,)  that  this  old 
and  haughty  nation,  proud  in  arms,  has  submitted 
to  ask  our  pardon  for  the  outrage;  and  he  considers 
this  a  great  triumph.  But  is  this  the  facil  Let 
the  letter  of  Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster,  of  the 
88th  July,  be  carefully  examined  by  any  Senator, 
and  he  must  arrive  at  a  directly  opposite  conclusion. 
I  assert  that  this  letter  contains  an  able  and  elabor- 
ate justification  of  the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  and  a 
vindication  of  the  British  officers  who  planned  and 
conducted  it.  How  could  it  be  otherwise?  Has 
not  Colonel  McNab  been  knighted,  and  Captain 
Drew  pensioned,  for  this  gallant  exploit  against  un- 
armed men.  who  vainly  believed  that  the  American 
fla^  upon  American  soil  was  a  protection  against 
British  outrage?  Have  we  not  seen,  within  a  few 
days,  that  a  public  dinner  at  which  a  noble  Duke 
presided,  has  recently  been  given  to  Sir  Allen  Mc- 
Nab in  London,  where  he  received  such  honors 
as  will  encourage  him  again  to  violate  our  territory, 
whenever  interest  or  feeling  shall  again  prompt  to 
a  similar  outrage?  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
to  point  to  any  portion  of  the  letter  where  the  con- 
duct of  McNab  and  Drew  has  been  condemned; 
nay,  more,  I  ask  him  to  point  to  any  portion  of  the 
letter  where  it  has  not  been  justined.  It  is  very 
true  that  Lord  Ashburton,  whilst  he  earnestly  main- 
tains "that  there  were  grounds  of  justification  [for 
the  Caroline  outrage]  as  strong  as  were  ever  pre- 
sented in  such  case?,"  declares  "that  no  slight  of 
the  autboritv  of  the  United  States  was  ever  intend- 
ed;" and  although  this  service  was  necessary,  yet, 
as  it  involved  a  violation  of  our  territory,  he  would 
deprecate  its  recurrence.  In  the  very  sentence  to 
which  the  Senator  from  Virginia  refe  ,  in  which 
his  Lordship  regrets  "that  some  exp..  nation  and 
apology  for  this  occurrence  was  not  immediately 
made,''^  he  still  continues  lo  justify  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  Caroline  on  the  plea  of  necessity. 
The  whole  substance  of  this  letter  may  be  summed 
up  in  a  very  few  words,  thus:  Although  the  viola- 
tion of  your  territory,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline,  were  absolutely  necessary  and  entirely 
ju.^tifiable,  and  as  such  have  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  British  Government;  yet  I  am  extremely 
sorry  that  any  such  necessity  existed,  and  hope  i; 


may  not  again  occur.  I  also  regret  that  such  an 
explanation  and  apology  for  this  occarrence  19 1 
have  just  made,  had  not  been  tendered  to  your 


ftssnnneme 
that  his  act  was  both  necessary  and  j'ostifiibie  bat 
yet  he  is  extremely  sorry  that  any  saeh  necessitT 
existed.  This  is  Lord  Ashburion's  apolog;  for  tbe 
Caroline'outrage.  The  President  vainly  indtilged 
the  hope,  in  his  annual  message  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session,  "that  ihe  British  Go^ 
ernment  would  see  the  propriety  of  renouncing,  as 
a  rule  of  future  action,  the  precedent  which  has 
been  set  in  the  aflair  at  Schiosser."   This  was  a 

(vain  hope.  So  far  from  renouncing  the  affair  as 
a  precedent,  it  has  been  justified  and  approved  by 
that  Government  throughout  Let  an  insurrection 
again  occur  in  Canada,  and  we  shall  reap  the  bit- 
ter fruits  of  this  precedent.  The  military  officers 
of  the  British  Government,  will  send  expedilioDs 
across  our  frontier,  which  may  plunder  and  mUTder 
our  citizens0i|nder  pretence  of  defendiag  their  Cana- 
dian possessions  against  the  attacks  of  the  insur- 
gents. This  will  be  done,  if  for  no  other  purpose 
but  that  of  displaying  their  zeal  and  devotion  to  their 
sovereign j  aha  thus  purchasing  the  honors  and  re- 
wards which  have  been  so  profusely  bestowed  upon 
,  the  McNabs  and  the  Drews  who  planned  and  con- 
ducted Ihie  Caroline  expedition.  A  necesnty  to 
justify  such  attacks  will  always  exist  whenever  tbej 
are  deemed  expedient;  and  if,  after  foar  years'  nego* 
tiation,  the  British  Grovemment  should  express  ib 
sorrow— not  for  the  outrage'  itself,  but  because  a 
necessity  existed  for  its  perpetration—then  we  must 
be  satisfied,  if  we  should  consider  the  Caroline 
precedent  as  binding  hereafter. 

After  all  that  I  have  said,  it  would  be  vain  to 
ask  whether  Lord  Ashburton  has  granted  indem- 
nity to  the  owner  of  the  Caroline,  or  provided  (or 
Ithe  family  of  the  murdered  Durfee.  U  dots  nu 
appear  thai  Mr.  Webster  ever  demanded  aity  suchin* 
demnity^  or  even  alluded  to  the  subject.  'He  may 
possibly  have  adverted  lo  it  in  his  private  confer- 
ences with  Lord  Ashburton;  but  if  he  did— my  life 
upon  it — the  answer  was,  that  the  attack  on  the 
Cfaroline  was  justifiable,  and  therefore  not  a  subject 
of  indemnity.  You  have  thus  permitted  this  steam- 
boat, owned  by  an  American  citizen,  whilst  under 
American  colors,  and  moored  in  an  Americaa 
port,  to  be  destroyed  by. the  British  authorities, 
without  even  asking  them  to  indemnify  the  owner. 
Does  not  justice  require  that  you  should  indemnify 
the  citizen  whom  your  own  soil  and  your  own  flag 
could  not  protect,  and  for  whom  you  asked  no  in- 
demnity? 1  shall  not  at  present  auempi  to  answer 
this  question.  On  the  files  of  our  executive doca- 
men ts,  there  is  to  be  found  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  Buffalo,  presented  in  IVfarch,  1838,  which 
places  the  claim  of  Mr.  Wells,  this  American 
owner  of  the  Caroline,  in  a  very  strong  light;  and 
as  we  have  not  even  asked  any  satis^ction  for  him 
from  the  British  Govern  men  t,  it  will  be  a  serious 
question  whether  we  are  not  twund  to  indemnify 
him  ourselves. 

But  Lord  Ashburton,  in  this  extraordinary  letter, 
is  not  content  with  acting  on  the  defensive.  In  the 
conclusion  of  it,  he  becomeis  the  assailant.  Refer- 
ring to  the  case  of  McLeod,  he  complains  that 
"individuals  have  been  mnde  "personally  liable  for 
acts  done  under  the  avowed  authority  of  their  Gov- 
ernment;" and  he  inquired  whether  the  Goveni- 
ment  of  the  United  States  is  now  in  a  condition  to 
surrender  those  engaged  in  such  enterprises  as  that 
of  the  capture  of  the  Caroline,  without  sob/erting 
them  to  trial. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  to  this  letter  on  the  fiih  of 
August,  and  informs  his  Lordship  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  satisfied,  "and  will  make  this  subject,  [the 
capture  of  the  Caroline,]  as  a  complaint  of  viola- 
tion of  territory,  tbe  topic  of  no  further  discussion 
between  the  two  Governments."  And  thus  ends 
the  Caroline  question. 

But  not  so  the  McLeod  (question.  Mr.  Webster 
admits,  as  he  had  done  m  the  beginnin?,  thai 
McLeod  ought  to  have  been  surrendered,  without 
trial,  on  the  demand  of  the  British  Government. 
He  graciously  explains  the  reason  why  this  could 
not  be  done,  and  •  casts  the  blame  "upon  a  State 
court,  and  that  not  of  the  highest  jurisdiction," 
which  "was  embarrassed,  as  it  would  appear,  by 
technical  difficulties."  He  says,  however,  that  the 
Governmeni  of  the  United  States  holds  it<elf  not 
only  fully  disposed,  but  fully  competent,  to  fulfil  its 
I  acknowledged  obligations  to  subjects  oi  £o^I^<J) 
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who  may  hereaAer  enngv  in  stich  enterprises;  and 
informs  bis  L.ordship  that  the  attention  of  Congrem 
*'has  been  called  to  the  rabjeet,  to  say  what  farther 
nrorision  ought  to  be  made  to  expedite  proceedings 
in  gQch  cases.'' 

His  Lordshfp  must,  indeed,  have  been  difficult 
to  please,  if  all  these  assurances  were  not  satisfac- 
tory.- In  what,  then,  has  the  Caroline  outrage  re- 
sulted?—that  oujjrage,|so  eloquently  described  by 
the  Secretary  hiif self,  |n  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pox,  as 
to  make  the  blood  tingle;— that  outrage  perpetra- 
ted on  the  Caroline  "iw  the  darkness  of  the  nightf 
vhiiU  moored  to  the  shore ^  and  while  v/narmed  men 
were  asleep  on  hoards  kitlinz  some  qnd  wounding 
others^  arui  then  drawing  her  into  the  currenl^  above 
the  cataract^  setting  her  onfire^  and^  careless  to  know 
whether  there  might  not  be  in  her  the  innocent  wUh 
the  guilty  ^  or  Me  limng  with  the  dead^  committing 
her  to  a  fate  which  Jills  the  imagination  vnth  horror?* 


We  have  settled  this  outrage  upon  our  territorr 
without  any  acknowledgment  irom  the  British 
Government  that  the  act  itself  was  wrong  and  un- 
jostiilable.  and  without  any  indemnity  to  the  injured 
individuals.  Nay,  more;  Mr.  Webster  has  yielded 
to  Oreat  Britain,  while  she  still  continued  to  jus- 
tify (he  act  and  approve  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
of  the  expedition,  an  assurance  that  we  would 
sorrender,  without  trial,  all  persons  who  may  here- 
after be  engaged  in  similar  enterprises.  And,  to 
cap  the  climax,  the  Senate  have  already  passed 
what  I  solemnly  believe  to  be  an  unconstitutional 
bill,  which,  if  it  should  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
Bouse,  and  be  approved  by  the  President,  will  de- 
prive all  State  courts  of  jurisdiction  over  the  foul 
murders  which  may  be  committed  within  their 
territory  by  lawless  bands  of  desperate  men  sent 
over  the  lines  from  Canada  by  peuy  provincial 
officers,  and  will  discharge  the  criminals  from  con- 
finement in  a  summary  manner,  by  a  gross  perver- 
sion of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus:  Surely  we  have 
done  everything  we  could  to  appease  the  British 
Government  for  the  trial  6f  McLeod  before  the 
courts  of  New  York.  I  repeat  that  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton  must  be  a  most  unreasonable  man  if  he  be  not 
entirely  satisfied  with  the  settlement  of  the  Mc- 
Leod and  Caroline  questiops. 

I  now  come  to  the  Creole  question.  And  here 
we,  who  are  opposed  to  the  treaty,  have  been  told 
that  this  is  peculiarly  a  Southern  question;  and  that, 
if  the  Senators  from  the  South  are  satisfied  wiih.^ 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  adjusted,  we  ought 
not  to  complain.  Sir,  this  is'  not  a  mere  Southern 
r  question,  bat  it  is  a  question  which  deeply  affects  the 
1  honor  of  the  whole  copntry .  I  might  here  repeat  what 
U  have  said  uponn  former  occasion— that  aill  Chris- 
tendom is  leagued  aeainst  the  South  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  domestic  slavery.  They  have  no  other 
Allies  to  sustain  their  constitutional  rights,  except  j 
thel  Democracy  of  the  North.  I  do  not  mean  to 
insinuate  that  the  Whig  party  of  the  North  are  gen- 
erally abolitionists.  Far  from  it.  But  this  I  will 
say:  that  Whig  candidates  most  generally  receive 
the  support  of  the  abolitionists;  and,  therefore,  the 
Whigs,  as  a  party,  are  careful  not  to  give  them  of- 
fence. Fa.r  different  is  the  conduct  of  the  Demo- 
crats. In  ray  own  Siaic,  we  inscribe  upon  oar 
party  banners  hostility  to  aboliiion.  It  is  there  one 
ofihe  cardinal  principles  of  the  Democratic  party; 
and  many  a  hard  battle  have  we  tought  to  sustain 

!this  principle.  Whilst  the  Democrats  of  the  North 
are  opposed  to  slaverv  in  the  abstract,  they  are  ever 
ready  to  maintain  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
South  against  the  fierce  and  fanatical  spirit  of 
abolition.  I,  therefore,  claim  the  right  of  discuss- 
ing the  Creole  question.  It  was  my  anxious  desire 
and  confident  hope  that  this  question,  at  least,  might 
have  been  settled  by  the  treaty.  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  propitious  moment  for  adjusting  it  on  hon- 
orable terms  has  passed  away  forever.  The  British 
Government  might  have  consented  to  accept  the 
bitter  with  the  sweet;  and  to  have  done  us  justice  on 
the  Creole  question,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  that 
portion  of  Maine  which  they  so  ardfently  desired. 
Bat  we  have  not  impYoved  the  golden  opportunity; 
and  now  what  are  we  tokll  Why,  that  a  great  ad- 
vance has  been  made  towards  the  settlement  of  this 
question  by  the  correspondence  before  us. 

And  what  is  a  diplomatic  notel  What  states- 
man ever  dreamed  of  adjusting  an  important  ques- 
tion, well  calculated  to  impair  the  harmony  and 
destroy  the  peace  of  two  great  nations,  by  a  dip- 
lomatic notel  A  treaty  is  the  only  mode^  known 
to  the  law  of  nations  by  which  such  que«:tions  can 
be  settled.    Now,  sir,  if  the  letter  of  Lord  Ashbnr 


stipulation  which  we  could  desire  in  regard  to  the 
Creole  question,   to  what  would  it  amount^     It 
might  possibly  bind  the  honor  of  the  present  British 
cabinet;  but  after  a  change  of  ministry,  would  it 
bind  their  snccesaorsi     No  man  will  pretend  it. 
A  new  ministry  would  fay  to  us,  Why  did  you 
I  not  secure  your  claimed  rights  l^r  treatyl  We  are 
I  not  bound  by  a  mere  diplomatic  note,  written  by 
I  Lord  AshbuTton  in  behalf  of  a  former  ministry. 
^  And  more  especially  are  we  not  bound  by  it,  when, 
that  minister  himself,  in  the  very  first  sentence  of 
the  note  on  which  you  rely,  disclaims  all  author- 
ity from  his  Qovemment  to  enter  into  any  for- 
mal stipulation  on  the  subject;  and  in  a  subse- 
quent part  of  it,  refers  "to  great  principles  loo  deep- 
ly rooted  in  the  consciences  and  sympathies  of  the 
British  people,"  which  might  cause  a  disavowal  of 
any  engagement  into  which  he  might  enter  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  this  question. 

But  even  if  the  engagement  contained  in  this 
note  of  Lord  Ashburton  were  solemnly  inserted 
in  the  body  ot  the  treaty  itself,  it  would  be  wholly 
ineffectual.  It  is  contained  in  two  sentences,  which 
I  shall  read: 
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"In  the  mean  tlow,  (aaya  his  Lonlehip,)  I  can  enrage  thtt 
inecractiona  shall  be  given  to  the  GoTemora  of  her  Majeaiy'e 
coloaiee  on  the  eouihem  borders  of  the  United  States  to  exe- 
cute their  own  laws  with  careful  aitendon  lo  the  wish  of  their 
Government,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  officious  interference 
with  American  veesels  driven  by  accident  or  by  violence  into 
those  ports.  The  laws  and  duues  of  hospitality  shall  be  exe- 
cuted, and  those  seem  neither  to  require  nor  to  justify  any  fur- 
ther inquisition  into  the  state  of  persons  or  things  on  board  of 
veesels  so  situated,  than  mav  be  indispensable  to  enforce  the 
observance  of  the  municipal  law  of  the  colony,  and  the  proper 
regulation  of  its  harbors  and  waters.'* 

Now,  sir,  when  we  consider  the  nature  of  our 
grievance,  we  shall  perceive  at  once  how  wholly 
inadequate  his  Lordship's  stipulation  will  be  to  af- 
lord  a  remedy.     American  citizens,  in  transport- 
ing their  slaves  by  sea,  from  the  Atlantic  States  to 
Stales  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  on  the  Missis- 
sippi,  must  pass  throigh  the  Bahama  channel.    If 
their  vessels  are  driven  into  any  British  port  along 
this  channel,  by  storms,  or  are  carried   there  in 
consequence  of  mutiny  and  murder,  fefae^laves,  who 
can   escape    to  the  shore  by  any  means  what- 
ever, are  instantly  free.    Such  is  the  Jsyr  of  Eng- 
land, which  will  most  probably  ^^ver  be  changed. 
But    whilst  th^  -tlibwes^Temain  on  board  of  an 
AjawiKiR  vessel,  they  are,  in  the  contemplation  of  • 
the  law   of  nations,  on  American  soil.     Now,  if  '- 
his  Lordship  had  stipulated  that  the  British  au- ', 
thorities  should  prevent  the  slaves  on  Board  of  ves- 
sels driven  into  port  by  storms,  or  carried  there 
by  mutiny,  from  making  their  escape  to  the  shore, 
there  would  have  been  some  efficiency  in  the  en- 
gagement.    This  would  have  been,  a  stipulation 
to  do  a  posUSve  act,  whichvtroultf*Tiave   retained 
ami  seeurea  the, slaves  in  the  possession  of  their 
masters.     But  the  engagements  of  Lord  Ashbur-I 
ton  are  all  merely  negative.     The  British  colo-' 
nial  governors  are  not  themselves  to  be  instru- 
mental in  releasing  the  slaves,— they  shall  not  offi- 
cially interfere  with  American  vessels  driven  by 
accident  and   by  violence  into  those  ports,— they 
shall  not  make  any  further  inquisition   into  the 
slate   of  persons   or  things  on  board  of  vessels 
thus  situated,  than  may  be  necessary  to  enforce  the 
municipal  laws.    All  is  negative,  and  is  intended 
merely  to   prevent  the  British  authorities  them- 
selves from  becoming  actors  in  violating  ourrighls! 
The  people  of  any  of  these  colonies,  without  vio- 
lating his  Lordship's  engagement,  may  interfere  to 
produce  the  escape  of  the  slaves  from  any  such 
vessels.    That  they  will  hereafter  act  in  this  man- 
ner, there  can  be  no  doubt,  judging  from  their  past 
conduct.  ^  ^  ^     ,     u 

In  justice  to  Mr.  Webster,  I  must  say  that  he  has 
placed  this  whole  subject  in  a  most  clear,  forcible, 
and  striking  light.  He  has  proved  conclusively 
that  we  ask  no  engagement  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment but  what  ihey  are  clearly  bound  to  per- 
form, under  the  law  of  nations,  without  any  treaty 
stipulation  whatever.  What  I  complain  of  is,  ihat 
while  he  always  demonstrates  his  propositions,  they 
never  produce  any  practical  effect  for  our  advan- 
tage. Lord  Ashburton  does  not  attempt  to  answer 
his  arguments,  because  they  are  unanswerable;  and 
yet,  in  general  terms,  his  Lordship  declares  that 
some  of  them  have  rather  surprised  and  startled 
him,  though,  he  will  not  pretend  to  Judge  Ihem. 
His  ol^ecl  was  to  transfer  the  negotiation  concern- 
ing the  Creole  to  London;  and  in  this  he  has  suc- 
ceeded. Our  object  ought  to  have  been  to  settle  the 
question  in  Washington,  and   to  connect  togeth- 
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the  Northeastern  boundary.  I  most  sincerely  hope 
that  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  now  believe  none  of 
uswill  ever  live  to  sec  the  day  when,  the  Creole 
question  will  be  settled  on  terms  honoiable  and  sat- 
isfactory to  this  country. 

One  remark  I  feel  impelled  to  make— and  that  i-S  \ 
that  this  Senate  deserves  to  be  famous  not  only  fort 
passing  abstract  resolutions,  but  for  our  willingness  I 
10  surrender  them  whenever  we  arc  called  upon  to 
carry  them  into  effect.    We  have  unanimously  re- 
solved and  re-resolved  in  favor  of  our  title  to  the 
disputed  teirilory;  and  we  have  pursued  a  similar 
course  in  relation  to  the  principles  involved  m  the 
Creole  question.    1  hope  that  we  shall  hereafterde- 
sist  from  such  vain  and  idle  proceedings. 

On  thelSih  of  April,  1840,  we  resolved,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  that  our  ships  on  the  high  seas,  in 
time  of  peace,  were,  according  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  our  coun- 
trv;  and  further,  tliat,  when  forced  by  stress  of 
weather,  or  other  unavoidable  cause,  into  the  po its 
of  a  friendly  power,  they,  with  their  cargoes,  "and 
persons  on  board,  with  their  property,  and  all  the 
rights  belonging  to  their  personal  relations,  as  es- 
tablished by  the  laws  of  the  State  to  which  they  be- 
long, would  be  placed  undeiw  the  protection  which 
the  laws  of  nations  extend  to  the  unfortunate  under 
such  circumstances."  These  proposiiions  have 
been  demonstrated  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale.  And 
yet,  after  our  clear  rights,  under  the  law  of  nAtions, 
have  been  repeatedly  outraged  by  the  British  au- 
thorities and  people,  all  we  have  obtained  fcfr  their 
security  is  a  diplomatic  note  containing  engage- 
ments which  will  have  nopractical  effect  whatever, 
and  which  may  be  recalled  at  pleasure  by  the  Brit- 
ish Qovemment.  So  much  for  the  case  of  the  Cre- 
ole. 

.  I  now  approach  the  treaty  itself,  and  shall  first 
discuss  the  eighth  article.  "It  stipulates  that  each  of 
the  contracting  parlies  shall  maintain  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  a  naval  force  of  not  less  than  eighty  guns, 
to  enforce,  separately,  Uie  laws  of  each  coiintry  for 
the  suppression  of  the  sfeve-trade;  "the  said  squad- 
rons to  be  indejjcndent  of  each  other,  but  the  two 
Governments  stipulating,  nevertheless,  to  give  such 
orders  to  their  officers  commanding  their  r^pec- 
tive  forces,  as  shall  enable  them  lo  act  most  effectu- 
ally in  concert  and  co-opera' ion,  upon  mutual  con- 
sultation, as  exigencies  may  arise,  for  the  attain- 
menl  of  the  true  object  of  this  article;  copies  of  all 
such  orders  to  be  commuirtcated  by  each  Govern- 
ment to  the  other,  respectively." 

Now,  sir,  the  first  remark  in  regard  lo  this  moat 
important  article,  which  muststrike  every  mmd,  is, 
that  it  has  become  a  part  of  the  treaty,  without  any 
correspondence  whatever  between  the  two  plenipo- 
tentiaries in  relation  to  the  subject.  We  are  left 
entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  the  mouves  which  influ- 
enced the  negoUaiorsin  forming  this  article,  except 
from  the  obscure  hints  which  may  be  collected  from 
the  President's  message  which  accompanied  the 
treaty.  And  here  I  would  remark,  that  this  corre- 
spondence  throughout  presents  a  singular  spectacle, 
which,  I  trust,  may  never  be  exhibited  agam  in  any 
important  negotiation  with  a  foreign  power.  Ev- 
ervthing  had  been  previously  arranged  in  verbal 
conferences,  without  any  note  or  memorandum  of 
what  had  transpired  at  them,  before  the  date  of  the 
letters  communicated  with  ihetreaty;  and  these  let- 
ters were  evidently  intended  merely  to  present  re- 
suits  in  such  a  form  as  might  best  satisfy  the  people 
of  both  nations.  -The  original  pretensions  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other— the  manner  in  which  they 
were  resisted— the  means  by  which  they  were  mod- 
ified and  received  their  present  form— all,  all  are 
buried  in  oblivion,  so  far  as  this  Government  is 
concerned.  The  tracks  of  the  negotialorj  were 
made  upon  the  sand,  and  the  rcturnmg  tide  has  ef- 
faced them  forever.  Such  is  the  case  in  relation  to 
this  Government;  butnot  so,  I  shall  venture  lo  as- 

se  rt,  in  regard  to  England . 

The  first  duty  of  every  responsible  minister  en-  I 
gaged  in  the  negotiation  of  an  important  iteatyis^  \ 
to  communicate  to  his  Government  a  faithful  his-  \ 
lory  in  detail  of  all  his  official  conferences.    The 
British  Govemmem,  beyond  a  <ioobt,have  been  ac- 
curately informed,  from  day  to  day,  of  the  progress 
of  this  .negotiatioi;  and  though  the  despatches  ot 
Lord  Ashburton  may  npt,  for  ^^^V  J^^J^^^JH 
light,  yet  they  will  be  a  great  diplomatic  cur  osity 
Xi^iver  published.    Instructeif  to  settle  all  he 
questions  in  dispute  between  the  two  countries  the 
Sieans  will  then  appear  by  r^ch  he  succeeded  m 
baffiin^  the  Ameiican  negotiator,  and  evadiag  th^ 
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settlement  of  any  of  these  questions,  except  such  as 
verQ  for  the  advantage  of  nis  own  country. 

But,  sir,  I  crust  that  no  other  American  minister 
may  ever  follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Webster  in 
\  this  particular.    Such  a  mode  of  negotiation  can 
j  onlvDe  tolerated  between  absolute  sovereigns;  bat 
s  under  a  (Government  where  every  public  agent  is 
I  responsible  to  the  people,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, our  most  important  affairs  with  foreign  na- 
tions ought  never  to  be  concluded  without  a  record 
of  the  conferences  which  led  to  the  result.    I  myself 
negotiated  an  important  treaty  with  Russia;  and  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  imperative  duty  to  write  down,  be- 
fore I  retired  to  rest,  the  substance  of  every  confer- 
ence with  the  Russian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  afterwards  transmit  it  to  my'Qovemment  by 
the  very  first  opportunity. 

These  observations,  sir,  will  account  for  the  re- 
>narkable  fact,  that,  although  Lord  Ashburton  ar- 
rived in  Washington,  and  was  presented  to  the 
President  in  the  beginning  of  April,  and  his  mis- 
sion did  not  terminate  until  the  9ih  of  August,  yet 
the  whole  correspondence  in  relation  to  impress- 
ment, to  the  Caroline  (question,  and  to  the  Creole 
question,  took  place  within  the  last  week  or  ten 
^    days  of  its  termination.    All  had  been  agreed  upon 
>    beforehand  in  private  conferences;  and  the  corre- 
j    spondence  was  only  making  up  the  record  for  pub- 
f   lie  view.    What  Mr.  Webster  originally  proposed, 
what  he  insisled  upon,  and  what  he  retractea,  can 
now  only  be  known  to  himself  and  to  the  British 
Qoverhment. 

But,  in  regard  to  this  eighth  article  of  the  treaty, 
we  have  not  even  any  formal  record  made  up,  nor 
any  explanation  whatever.  There  it  stands  in  the 
treaty;  nut  how,  or  why  it  got  there,  we  are  leA  to 
conjecture.  We  bind  ourselves  to  England  that  we 
fiihall  maintaia  a  naval  force  of  eighty  guns  on  the 
eoast  of  Africa;  whilst  the  condition  of  our  treasury 
is  so  deplorable,  that  we  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
duce our  small  army,  and  leave  our  fellow-citizens 
beyond  the  Mississippi  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the 
numerous  savage  trices  tran^rted  to  that  region 
\  by  our  own  policy.  Did  the  British  Government 
\  demand  this  sacrifice  at  our  handsl  Was  it  neces- 
sary to  appease  the  wounded  pride  of  England  at 
.  the  disappointment  she  experienced  when  France — 
our  ancient  and  faithful  ally — refused  to  ratify  the 
quintuple  treaty,  and  identined  herself  with  us  in  re- 
sisting the  right  of  visitation  and  search?  AH  is 
obscurity — all  is  darkness.  We  do  not  know,  and 
we  never  shall  know,  what  passed  between  the  ne- 
gotiators on  this  subject  in  their  private  confer- 
ences. Under  a  Government  where  every  public 
minister  is  responsible,  we  find  a  most  impK)rtant 
article  inserted  in  a  treaty,  and  know  not  even  by 
whom  it  was  proposed. 

Now,  sir,  in  common  with  all  America,  I  abhor 
the  slave-trade.  Our  duty  both  to  God  and  man 
requires  that  we  should  prevent  it  from  being  con- 
ducted under  the  American  flag.  For  this  purpose, 
we  ought  to  send  a  naval  force  to  the  coast  or  Af- 
rica, wnenever  this  may  become  necessary  for  its 
suppression.  This  course  we  have  always  Jiitherto 
pursued.  But  why  should  we  yield  up  lue  exer- 
cise of  our  own  free  will,  at  the  dictation  of  E^g- 
landl  Why  should  we  bind  ourselves  in  bonds  to 
her  that  we  shall  do  our  duty?  The  Father  of  his 
Country,  white  he  advised  us  to  cultivate  peace  and 
friendship  with  all  nations,  at  the  same  lime  warned 
us  against  entangling  alliances  with  any.  We 
have  hitherto  acted  upon  this  wise  and  .salutary 
maxim;  and  the  present  is  the  first  entangling  alli- 
ance we  have  ever  contracted  with  any  nation, 
since  the  date  of  his  solemn  warning.  Hereafter, 
whether  it  be  convenient  or  inconvenient  to  us — 
whether  it  be  necessary  or  not, — we  have  sol- 
emnly pledged  ourselves  to  England,  that,  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  dur- 
ing the  period -of  five  years,  we  shall  keep  eighty 
guns  afloat  on  the  coast  of  Africa :  and  she,  of  all 
others,  is  the  nation  which  will  exact  a  strict  per- 
formance of  this  pledge.  There  is  no  reciprocity, 
except  in  name,  in  this  article  of  the  treaty.  The 
naval  force  of  Great  Britain  is  so  large,  that,  with- 
out any  engagement  whatever,  she  would  keep  a 
greater  number  than  eighty  guns  on  the  African 
eoast.  In  the  face  of  all  these  objections,  and  in 
this  moment  of  our  depressed  finances,  we  agree 
to  expend  $700,000  per  annum,  to  enable  England 
to  present  to  Christendom  this  new  trophy  which 
she  has  won  in  the  cause  of  universal  emancipa- 
tion. I  take  my  estimate  of  the  expense  from  ihe 
Senators  from  Missouri  and  New  Hampshire, 
IMeasrs.  Bsntoii  and  Woodsuet,]  who  state  that 


the  cost  of  each  gun  at  sea  (including  ship-building 
and  all)  amounts  to  $9,000. 

But,  sir,  much  as  1  dislike  this  article  in  the  as- 
pect in  which  it  has  already  been  presented,  1  dis- 
like it  still  more  when  viewed  in  another  light. 
To  me,  it  appears,  under  ail  the  circumstances,  to 
be  the  price  paid  to  the  British  Grovernment  for  a 
relinquishment  of  its  claim,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  treaty,  to  the  right  cf  visiting  and  searching 
American  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  On  this  sub- 
ject, we  must  grope  our  way  in  the  dark — having 
no  light  to  direct  our  steps,  but  what  appears  on  the 
face  of  the  article  itselr,  and  the  intimations  con- 
tained in  the  President's  message. 

We  have  the  declaration  of  the  President,  "that 
the  treaty  obligations  subsisting  between  the  two 
countries  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave- 
trade,  and  the  eomf  taints  made  to  this  Oovemment 
vnthin  the  last  three  or  four  years^  {many  of  them 
but  too  loell  founded^)  of  the  visitation^  seizure^ 
and  detention  of  American  vessels  on  that  coast^  by 
British  cruisers,  could  not  MU  form  a  delicate  and 
highly  important  part  of  the  negotialions  which 
have  now  been  held"  We  thus  learn,  from  the 
highest  authority,  that  the  right  of  visitation  and 
search  on  the  African  coast  did  form  a  delicate 
and  highly  important  part  of  the  negotiations. 
This  was  all  conducted  in  private  conferences;  as 
nothing  on  the  subject  appears  in  the  correspond- 
ence. Mr.  Webster  must  unquestionably  have 
complained  to  Lord  Ashburton  of  the  outrages 
committed  upon  our  flag  by  British  cruisers;  and 
his  Lordship  most  probably  replied  that  these  were 
necessary  to  suppress  the  slave-trade  in  American 
vessels.  How  was  the  question  to  be  compromisedl 
By  a  stipulation,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
that  they  would  keep  a  sufficient  force  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  to  visit  ana  search  their  own  vessels,  thus 
rendering  unnecessary  their  visitation  and  search 
by  British  cruisers.  In  this  inference  I  am  sus- 
tained by  the  language  of  the  President.  He  says 
that  "the  examination  or  visitation  of  the  merchant 
vessels  of  one  nation,  by  the  cruisers  of  another, 
for  any  purpose,  except  those  known  or  acknowl- 
edged by  the  law  of  nations,  under  whatever  re- 
straints or  regulations  it  may  take  place,  may  lead 
to  dangerous  results.  It  is  far  better^  by  other 
m£ans,  to  superserde  any  suppose^  necessity,  or  any 
motive,  for  such  examination  or  visit,  Intf^erence 
with  a  merchant  vessel  by  an  armed  cruiser,  'is  al- 
ways a  delicate  proceeding,  apt  to  touch  the  point 
of  national<honor,  as  well  as  to  affect  the  interests 
of  individuals.  It  has  been  thought,  therefore, 
expedient  not  only  in  accordance  with  the  stipu- 
lations of^  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but,  tU  the  same 
time,  as  removing  all  pretext,  on  the  part  of  others, 
for  violating  the.  immunities  of  the  American  flag 
upon  the  seas,  as  they'  exist  and  are  defined  by  iSe 
law  of  nations,  to  enter  into  the*articles  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senaie.^^  These  articles,  then,  were 
entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all  pre- 
text*!,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Grovernment,  for  ex- 
auiiuing  and  searching  our  vessels  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  These  articles  are  the  price  which  we 
have  agreed  to  pay  for  the  privilege  of  not  being 
searched  by  British  cruisers.  But  the  cighih  arti- 
cle of  the  treaiy  may  be  annulled,  at  the  pleasure 
of  either  Government,  at  the  end  of  five  years;  and 
if  it  should  be,  what  will  then  be  our  condition? 
All  I  he  arrogant  and  unjust  pretensions  of  the 
British  Government  to  visit  and  examine  Ameri- 
'can  vessels  will  then  revive;  because  the  ireaty 
contains  no  renunciation  whatever  of  these  pre- 
tensions. The  parties  will  then  bej  remitted  to  the 
condition  in  which  they  were  placed  before  it  was 
concluded.  Nay,  more;  the  claim  of  Great  Britain 
will  be  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  we  have 
agreed  to  purchase  a  temporary  exemption  from 
its  exercise,  at  the  price  of  maintaining  a  squadron 
of  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa  during  a  pe- 
riod of  five  years. 

The  President  has  referred  to  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent  as  one  reason 
for  the  adoption  of  this  eighth  article.  The  tenth 
article  of  that  treaty  declares  as  follows:  "  Whereas, 
the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  wiih  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity  and  justice,  and  whereas  both 
his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  desirous  of 
continuins:  their  efforLs  to  promote  its  entire  aboli- 
tion, Tt  is  .hereby  agreed,  that  both  the  contracting 
parties  shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object." 

The  whole  world  knows  how  early,  and  with 
what  persevering  energy,  the  United  States  have 
exeited  themselves  to  suppress  this  odious. trade. 


They  were  the  first,  a  few  years  after  the  treaty  ot 
Ghent,  to  denounce  it  as  piracy  under  their  law& 
and  other  nations  have  followed  their  example 
They  have  faithfully  complied  with  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  in  using  their  best  endeavors  for  the  sap. 
pression  of  this  trade.    But  will  any  person  pretend 
that  the  tenth  article  of  this  treaty  imposes  any  obli- 
gation upon  them  to  make  a  new  and  distinct 
treaty,  abridging  their  liberty  of  thinking  and  act- 
ing tor  themselves  in  accomplishkig  this  desirable 
object,  and  compelling  them  to  maintain  a  squad- 
ron on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  act  in  concert  with 
ta  British  squadron,  for  this  purposel    Surely  Lord 
{Ashburton  neverset  up  any  such  pretension.  The 
Itenih  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  is  complete  in 
[itself,  and  contemplated  no  new  sUpulalioa  between 
ithe  two  Governments. 

Senators  say  that  the  two  squadrons  are  to  act  in- 
dependently of  each  other,  and  no  danger  now  ei- 
ists  that  American  vessels  will  be  visited  and  ex- 
amined by  British  cruisers.  I  trust  that  the  facts 
may  justify  their  prediction.  But  the  treaty  itself 
provides  tnat  the  two  Grovemments  shall  "giie 
such  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  their  re- 
spective forces,  as  shall  enable  them  most  tjtuAmUM 
to  act  in  concert  and  co-operation?^  The  British 
squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa  will  necessarily 
be  larger  than  the  American;  and  it  will  be  com- 
manded by  an  admiral,  or  other  officer  of  high 
rank.  Although  no  direct  orders  may  be  issued 
from  the  British  commander  to  an  American  offi- 
cer, yet,  when  the  two  squadrons  are  bound  toco* 
operate  with  each  other,  influence  will,  probably, 
be  substitmed  for  command.  The  American 
squadron  will  thus,  in  effect,  become  a  mere  subsi* 
diary  force  to  that  of  England.  Upon  a  review  of 
all  the  considerations  involved  in  this  subject,  I 
feel  deeply  solicitous  that  the  pendin^r  motion  should 
prevail,  to  strike  this  eighth  article  from  the  treaty. 
There  is  not  the  least  danger  but  that  it  will  be  rati- 
fied by  England  without  this  article.  The  honor 
of  the  nation  requires  that  we  should  make  tin's 
amendment.  After  all  that  has  pa<^d,  we  should 
stand  upon  that  sacred  principle  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, that  the  American  flag — waving  at  the  mast- 
head of  an  American  vessel,  shall  proteet  her 
from  visitation  and  search  by^Britisli  cruisers 
In  what  condition  do  we  place  France  by  yielding 
to  the  demands  of  England, — that  France,  whose 
people  have  been  ever  ready  and  ever  willing  to 
Itand  by  us  in  the  day  and  hour  of  dangerl  It  is 
known  to  us  all  that  England,  by  her  perseTering 
solicitations,  had  obtained  from  the  Governments  of 
France^  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  a  treaty  yield- 
ing the  right  of  search  on  the  coast  of  Africa^  and  she 
expected  to  extort  this  concession  from  us,  through 
the  moral  influence  of  these  nations.  The  treaty 
^ad  not  yet  been  ratified  by  France,  when  oui 
minister  at  Paris  interposed.  His  powerful  pro- 
test against  it  arousea  the  French  people  to  a 
sense  of  their  danger.  They  took  the  alarm,  and, 
like  their  fathers  in  the  Revolution,  they  onited 
with  us  in  asserting  the  independence  of  their  flag 
and  our  flag.  Such  a  storm  of  indignation  was 
thus  raised,  that  the  French  Government  withheld 
its  ratification  from  the  quintuple  treaty.  And  yet, 
after  all  this,  we  have  desertea  our  ancient  ally— 
we  have  framed  a  treaty  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, by  which  they  not  only  do  not  renounce  ihe 
right  of  search, but  have  obtained  from  us  an  implied 
acknowledgment  of  the  existence  of  such  a  right, 
by  our  engagement,  in  consideration  of  the  tem- 
porary suspension  of  its  exercise,  to  maintain  a 
squadron  of  eighty  guns  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
for  five  years,  to  act  in  concert  and  co-operation 
.with  the  British  squadron.  Surely,  surely,  the 
j  Senate  will  not  ratify  this  article  of  the  treaty.  Sure- 
ly, surely,  the  Senate  will  not  ratify  the  unjust  claim 
of  the  British  Government  to  be  the  supreme  pro- 
tector of  the  riehts  of  humanity,  either  on  the  ocean 
or  on  the  land. 

I  have  now  reached  the  Northeastern  bonndaiy 
question;  and  I  have,  on  former  occasions,  wriiien 
and  spoken  so  much  in  support  ofour  title  to  the 
disputed  territory,  that  I  shall  trouble  the  Senate 
with  but  a  few  observations  on  this  braneb  of  the 
subject.  1  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  formerly 
expressed  by  Mr.  Webster,  that  the  claim  of  the 
British  Government  "does  not  amount  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  debatable  question."  The  Senate  onani* 
mously  adopted  a  resolution  on  the  4ih  ul  Jal7i 
1838,  reported  by  myself,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  declaring,  "That 
after  a  careful  examination,  and  deliberate  coo!Jd- 
eraiion  of  the  whole  controrersy  between  the  United 
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States  aad  Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  Northeast- 
ern Uoondary  of  the  former,  the  Senate  does  not 
entertain  a  doubt  of  the  entire  practicability  of  rnn- 
Bing  and  marking  that  boondary  in  strict  conform- 
ity with  the  stipolations  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  of  seventeen  hundred  and  eiehty-three;  and 
it  entertains  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  justice  and 
validity  of  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  full 
extent  of  all  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the 
two  powers.*'    The  distinguished  predecessor  [Mr. 
Clay]  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ciutten- 
DEN,]  then  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
KelatioDs,  cordially  approved  both  of  the  report  and 
of  this  resolution;  ana,  upon  his  motion,  the  latter 
was  considered  and  adopted  on  the  anniversary  of 
oar  independence.    He  said  that  there  was  a  pecu- 
liar fitness  in  resolving  to  maintain  the  integrity 
and  independence  of  the  old  thirteen  United  States 
on  the  anniversary  of  that  memorable  day  on  which 
oar  independence  was  declared.  I  can  never,  then, 
admit  that  our   title  to  the  disputed  territory  was 
even  doubtful. 

Dr.  Franklin,  and  th%  other  American  commis- 
sioners who  negotiated  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace, 
in  17^,  were  wise   and  sagacious  men.     They 
knew  that,  in  every  delineatioiv^f  boundary,  it  was 
all  important  clearly  to  fix  the  starting-point;  and 
^"thatallfuture  disputes  might  be  prevented,"  to  use 
the  language  of  tne  treaty,  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  establisned  as  the  place  of  begin- 
ning.   At  the  date  of  the  treaty,  tnis  was  a  well- 
known  point,  at  the  intersection  of  the  western  line 
of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  with  the  southern 
line  of  the  province  of  Gtuebec;  and  although  these 
two  lines  had  never  been  actually  run  and  marked 
upon  the  ground,  yet  their  position  Was  so  clearly 
described  by  royal  proclamations,  by  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  by  the  commissions  granted  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Nova  Scotia  and  Gtuebec,  that  our  com- 
missioners deemed  it  impossible  that  any  serious 
difficulty  could  arUe  in  discovering  this  angle. 
Nothing  more  was^ necessary  than  to  follow  upon 
the  ground  the  due-north  line,  plainly  marked  upon 
Mitchell's  map;  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to 
the  line  of  highlands  dividing  "those  rivers  that 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  SL  Lawrence,  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean;'*  and  at 
the  intersection  of  these  two  lines,  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  must  be  found  with  mathemat- 
iciu  precision.' 

All  admit  that  Mitchell's  map,  published  in 
1755,  was  the  map  used  by  the  commissioners  in 
designating  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. 
Until  the  year  1763,  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia  was  the  point  where  the  line  marked  upon 
that  map,  as  the  dividing  line  between  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  England,  strucK  ihe  river  St.  Lawrence. 
In  February,  1763,  Great  Britain  acquired  Canada 
from  France  by  treaty.  Under  the  King's  proc- 
lamation of  October.  1763,  which  created  the  prov- 
ince of  Gtuebec.  and  afterwards,  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  1774,  this  province  was  extended  south  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  "by  a  line  from  the  bay  of  Cha- 
ieurs,  along  the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  to  a  point  in 
forty-five  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  river  Connecticut."  The  bay  ofCha- 
leurs  on  the  north,  in  latitude  between  48  and  49, 
and  a  point  on  the  Connecticut,  in  latitude  45,  were 
to  be  the  two  extremities;  and  the  intermediate 
southern  line  of  the  province  of  Gtuebec  was  to  pass 
between  these  two  points  along  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into 
the  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  one  side,  from  those  fall- 
ing into  the  sea,  upon  the  other.  The  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  adopts  the  language  of  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1774,  and  describes  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia  to  be  "that  angle  which  is 
formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source 
of  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands"  "which  divide 
those  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean."  Now,  sir,  let  any  Senator  cast  his  ejres 
upon  Mitchell's  map,  and  follow  the  well-nMirked 
due^north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix; 
and  he  will  find  that  it  crosses  the  river  St.  John 
very  little  north  of  the  47ih  degree  of  latitude,  and 
does  not  arrive  at  the  highlands  from  which  rivers 
empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  until 
north  of  the  48lh  degree  of  latitude.  And  yet,  in 
the  face  of  all  these  official  documents  of  the  very 
highest  aathority,  I  was  astonished  to  find  that  Lord 
Ashbarton,  in  his  leUer  to  Mr.  Webster  of  the  2l<:t 
J«ae  last,  daclaied  '*hi8  settled  conviciion  that  It 


was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  however  imperfectly  those  intentions 
may  have  been  executed,  to  leave  to  Great  Britain, 
by  their  description  of  boundaries,  the  whole  of  the 
waters  of  the  river  St.  John."  in  order  to  enter- 
tain this  conviciion,  he  must  believe  that  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  the  province  of  Gtuebec,  under 
the  royal  proclamation  of  1763,  and  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1774,  extended  not  merely  to  Ihe 
dividing  highlands  whence  streams  flow  into  the 
St.  Lawrence;  but  about  a  hundred  miles  south  of 
these  highlands,  embracing  a  region  of  country 
watered  by  a  large  river,  (the  St.  John,)  and  its 
numerous  tributaries,  which  flow,  not  into  the  St. 
Lawrence,  but  into  the  sea.  And  Dr.  Franklin  and 
oar  other  commissioners,  with  Mitchell's  map  be- 
fore them,  and  the  St.  John  with  all  its  tributaries 
in  full  view,  in  the  opinion  of  his  Lordship,  intend- 
ed to  bring  the  northwestern  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
down  to  Mars  Hill,  one  hundred  miles  south  of 
those  dividing  highlands;  from  the  opposite  slopes 
of  which,  rivers  flow  on  the  one  side  into  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  on  the  other  into  the  ocean.  With 
this  map  before  them,  they  were  wholly  ignorant 
of  the  language  which  they  had  employed  when 
clearly  and  distinctly  fixing  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  in  this  dividing  range  of  highlands, 
and  intended  to  fix  it  in  highlands  one  hundred 
miles  south,  which  divide  not  the  sources  of  streams 
falling  into  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  according  to  the  description  of  the  treaty,  bat 
the  sources  of  streams  falling  into  the  St.  John  on 
the  north,  and  the  Penobscot  on  the  south. 

In  opposition  to  this  treaty  line,  so  clearly  de- 
fine by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  to  make  Dr.  Franklin 
contradict  himself,  the  copy  of  an  old  French  map 
by  D'Anville  has  been  produced,  the  original  of 
which  was  recently  found  by  Mr.  Sparks  in  the 
ofiice  of  Foreign  Afi[airs  at  Paris,  among  60,000 
other  maps.  It  is  dated  in  1746;  and  upon  its  face 
there  is  a  line  traced,  in  red  ink,  running  along  the 
highlands  which  divide  the  head  waters  of  the  Pe- 
nobscot and  Kennebec  on  the  south,  from  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  St.  John  on  the  north.  Mu^ h  import- 
ance seems  to  have  been  attached  to  this  map  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  It  was  communicated  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  in  great  confi- 
dence, and  with  an  air  of  soletxm  mvstery;  and  se- 
rious apprehensions  were  expressed  lest  Lord  Ash-' 
burton  might  obtain  information  of  the  existence  of^ 
so  precious  a  document.  The  dreaded  inference 
was,  that  this  must  be  the  very  map  which  had 
been  marked  by  Dr.  Franklin  for  Count  Yer- 
gennes,  at  his  request;  and  that  the  red  lines  upon 
it  were  the  boundary  lines  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty,  traced  by  the  hand  of  its  chief 
negotiator.  In  plain  English,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing Dr.  Franklin  had  signed  tne  provisional  treaty 
on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1782,  defining  the 
northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States  to  be  a 
line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  St.  Croix 
river  to  the  highlands,  and  thence  along  the  high- 
lands dividing  the  rivers  which  flow  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  which  empty  themselves  into 
the  Atlantic;  yet  that,  only  six  short  days  thereafter, 
he  had  marked  this  very  treaty  line  upon  a  map 
for  Count  Vergennes,  as  a  line  not  running  north 
at  all  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  but  run- 
ning west;  and  not  separating  the  head-waters  of 
the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  the  rivers 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  but  dividing  the 
tributaries  of  the  St.  John  from  the  head-waters  of 
the  Kennebec  and  the  Penobscot.  To  credit  this, 
we  must  believe  either  that  the  Doctor  had  a  very 
short  memory,  or  that  he  did  not  understand  the 
plainest  provisions  of  the  ireatv  to  which  he  had 
just  become  a  party.  Neither  the  one  supposition 
nor  the  other  can  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  Those 
who  aUach  such  importance  to  this  map,  surely 
could  not  have  been  aware  of  the  fact,  that,  previous 
to  the  year  1763,  when  Canada  was  ceded  by  France 
to  England,  all  the  French  maps  that  were  publish- 
ed had  the  dividing  line  between  the  possessions  of 
France  and  England  marked  in  this  very  manner. 
By  this  line  France  claimed  against  England  prior 
to  the  year  1763;  and  it  would  have  been  "passing 
strange"  if  this  old  map  of  1746 — ^bearing  date  thirty- 
six  years  before  the  existence  of  our  provisional 
treaty  with  England— should  not  have  been  thus 
marked.  The  wonder  would  have  been  to  have 
fuiind  any  map  of  that  date  in  the  French  Foreign 
Ofiice  marked  in  any  other  manner. 

The  logic  by  which  Dr.  Franklin  would  be 
made  to  stultify  himseVf  is,  that  he  certainly  did 
mark  some  map  for  Coant  Vergennes  wjtli  the 


lines  of  the  provisional  treaty;  but  what  has  become 
of  this  map,  no  man  living  can  tell.  An  old  French 
map  of  1746,  however,  nas  been  found  by  Mr. 
Sparks,  among  sixty  thousand  other  maps,  marked 
as  all  French  maps  were  previous  to  1763. 
Therefore,  this  must  be  the  very  map  which'  Dr. 
Franklin  sent  to  Count  Vergennes  sixty  years  ago. 
Quod  eral  demonstrandum.  Such  an  assumption  is 
too  absurd  to  be  assailed  by  serious  argument. 

Lord  Ashbarton,  in  his  first  letter  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster, of  the  l3th  June,  appears  peculiarly  solicitous 
to  free  his  Qovernment  from  the  imputation  of  hav- 
ing urged  a  claim  which  they  knew  to  be  unfound- 
ed. In  order  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  he  at- 
tempts to  prove  that  the  claim  had  been  asserted 
previously  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  Now,  sir,  this  I 
utterly  deny.  No  question  was  ever  made,  until  af- 
ter that  treaty,  but  that  our  line  extended  north  of 
the  St.  John.  On  the  contrary,  thi«  fact  was  clearly 
admitted  in  1797,  by  agente  of  hi^h  character,  act- 
ing under  the  express  authority  ol  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. Ward  Chipman,  esq.,  the  agent  of  that 
Grovernment,  under  Jay's  treaty,  for  determining 
the  trae  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  expressly  admits 
the  fact.  In  his  argument,  he  says  tnat  'VAis  north 
line  must  of  necessity  cross  the  river  Si.  John" 
Nay,  more:  he  insists  that,  <'if  a  north  line 
is  to  be  traced  from  the  source  of  the  Ch<mut- 
natecook,  (which  was  eventually  established  as 
the  point  of  beginning,)  it  will  not  only  cross  the 
river  St.  John,  within  about  fifly  miles  from  Fred- 
erickton,  the  metropolis  of  New  Brunswick,  but 
will  cut  off  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  faU  into 
the  Bay  of  Chaleurs^  if  not  of  many  others — proba-*" 
bly  the  Merramichi  among  ihem^-which  fall  into  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence."  Robert  Liston,  esq.,  then 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  to  the  United 
States,  in  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Chipman — 
and  this,  but  fourteen  years  after  the  date  of^tbe  de- 
finitive treaty — clearly  admits  that  this  north  line 
would  cross  the  St.  John.  And  yet  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton,  at  this  late  day,  is  firmly  convinced,  not  only 
that  it  would  not  cross  the  St.  John,  but  that  it 
would  stop  short  at  Mars  Hill,  and  turn  to  the  west 
some  forty  or  fifty  miles  south  of  that  river. 

Previously  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  1814,  the 
British  Government  had  discovered  the  vast  im- 
portance of  obtaining  a  cession  of  that  portion  of 
our  territory  in  the  northern  part  of  Maine,  through 
which  Ihe  direct  communication  lies  between  their 
provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  and 
the  city  of  Gtuebec.  The  British  commissioners, 
at  the  first,  did  not  insinuate  that  they  had  any  right, 
under  the  treaty,  to  this  northern  angle  of  Maine; 
bat  merely  proposed  *'such  a  variation  of  the  line 
of  frontier  as  might  'secure  a  direct  commu- 
nication between  Gtuebec  and  Halifax :"  and  for 
this  cession  they  were  willing  to  yield  an  equiva- 
lent, "either  in  frontier  or  otherwise."  It  was  not 
'until  af\er  the  American  commissioners  had  de- 
clared "they  had  no  authority  to  cede  any  part  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  Slates,"  that  the  British 
commissioners  insinuated  (rather  than  asserted) 
the  first  doubt  in  regard  to  our  title.  This  faint 
pretension  was  ably  and  promptly  repelled  by  the 
American  commissioners :  and  the  correspondence 
on  this  subject  ended  with  a  note  from  the  British 
commissioners,  in  which  they  declare  that  "the 
British  Government  never  required  that  all  that 
portion  of  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts  (now  Maine) 
intervening  between  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  CLuebec  ;;hould  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain; 
but  only  that  smaU  portion  of  unsettled  country 
which  interrupts  the  communicaUon  bedrcen  Quebec 
aiid  H%lifax — there  being  much  doubt  whether  it  does 
not  already  belong  to  Great  Britain."  Great  Brit- 
ain would  then^  sir,  you  perceive,  have  gladly  ac- 
cepted this  small  portion  of  the  disputed  territory 
by  cession,  and  granted  an  equivalent  therefor, 
either  in  frontier  or  otherwise.  What  has  she  now 
obtained  under  the  present  trealyl  Not  merely 
the  small  intervening  territory  necessary  to  connect 
her  two  provinces — which  was  all  she  desired  in 
1814— but  all  the  territory  of  Maine  north  of  the 
St.  John  and  the  St.  Francis,  containiner  3,636,160 
acres,  or  4,119  square  miles;  and,  in  adclition  there- 
to, a  strip  of  territory  south  of  the  St.  Francis,  1  lO 
miles  iu  length,  along  the  highland  frontier  of  that 
State,  containing  571,520  acres,  or  893  square 
miles.  No  man  can  even  set  up  the  pretence  that 
this  strip  of  territory  is  in  any  manner  necessary 
to  secure  a  direct  communication  between  Gtuebec 
and  Halifax.  It  has  been  wrested  from  us  for  a 
far  diflereni  purpose.  Instead  of  yielding  us  any 
equivalent  for  tnis  cession,  either  in  land  or  in 
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money,  as  Great  Britain  was  anxious  to  do  at 
Ghent,  we  ourselves  have  agreed  to  purchase  it 
from  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  at  a  stipulated 
sum,  in  order  that  we  may  cede  it,  without  money 
and  without  price,  lo  satisfy  the  arrogant  preten- 
sions of  this  domineering  nation.  The  Kin^  of 
the  Netherlands,  although  much  under  the  influ- 
ence of  EIngland  at  the  time  he  made  his  award, 
never  thought  of  giving  her  more  of  our  territory 
than  she  claimed  to  be  necessary  for  a  free  and  di- 
rect communication  between  her  provinces.  It 
was  reserved  for  an  American  Secretary  of  State 
to  surrender  this  territory — and  that,  too,  the  high- 
land boundary  which  secured  Maine  against  (he 
assaults  of  Great  Britain— of  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-three  square  miles,  in  order  to  saiisfy  her 
rapacity.  The  Dutch  King  had  never  dreamed  of 
imposing  on  us  any  such  humiliating  terms. 

But  I  am  in  advance  of  my  subject,  and  must  re- 
turn. Lord  Ashburion,  intent  unon  proving  (as 
well  he  might  be,  for  the  honor  of  nis  country^  that 
the  British  claim  was  not  a  mere  unfounded  pre- 
tence to  extort  territory  from  a  neighboring  nation, 
refers  to  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr. 
King,  in  1802,  and  the  message  of  Mr.  Jefierson  to 
Congress,  in  1803,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  treaty  highlands,  at  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,  could  not  be  found  upon  the  ground.  Re- 
cent surveys  have  clearly  established  that  these 
distinguished  men  were  both  mistaken  in  this  par- 
ticular. But  no  matter,  lias  Mr.  Madison  or  Mr. 
Jefferson  ever  admitted,  if  an  actual  mountain 
ridge  could  not  be  found  upon  the  ground,  that 
our  north  line  from  the  monument  should  stop  short 
south  of  the  St.  John,  and  should  not  be  extended 
as  far  north  as  the  region  where  the  sources  of  those 
rivers  "that  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence" interlock  with  the  sources  of  those  "which 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  oceanV  This  will  not  be 
pretended.  The  fact  is  directly  opposite;  because 
Mr.  Madison,  in  these  very  instructions  to  Mr. 
King  to  which  his  Lordship  refers,  declares  dis- 
tinctly, upon  the  presumption  that  a  mountainous 
ridge  could  not  be  found  upon  the  ground,  that  "<fii« 
regard  ought  lo  be  had  to  the  general  idea  that  the 
line  ought  to  terminate  on  the  elevated  ground  di- 
viding the  rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantic  Jrom  those 
emptying  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence"  If  no 
actual  highlands  could  have  been  found,  it  would 
nevertheless  remain  a  geographical  fact  not  to  be 
contested,  that  there  exists  a  range  of  country  di- 
viding the  streams  which  flow  on  the  one  side  inio 
the  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  which  flow,  on  the 
other  side,  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  It  was  here, 
then,  that,  under  the  treaty,  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  to  be  found,  and  not  in  a  range  oi 
highlands  far  to  the  south  of  the  St.  John,  and  far 
to  the  south  of  the  sources  of  the  streams  yi^hich  fall 
into  the  St.  Lawrence.  Accordingly,  we  find  that 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
London,  on  the  12th  May,  1803,  between  Mr.  King 
and  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed under  its  authority  were  directed  "to  cause  the 
said  boundary  line  between  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  as  the  same  has  been  determined  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scoiia,tobe  lun  and  mark- 
ed, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  afore- 
said" [of  1783.]  You  will  observe,  sir,  that  this 
treaty  was  negotiated  under  the  very  instructions 
from' Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Kin^,  on  which  Lord 
Ashburton  relies  to  defend  his  Government  against 
tlie  imputation  that  their  claim  i(rihe  disputed  ter- 
ritory was  not  a  mere  unfounded  pretence.  The 
negotiators  of  this  treaty  of  )t^03,  from  its  very 
terms,  could  have  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  the 
line  between  the  monument  and  the  northwest  an- 
gle of  Nova  Scotia  could  be  run  and  marked,  ac- 
cording to  the  definitive  treaty  of  peare.  It  is  true 
that  the  treaty  of  1803  was  never  raiified;  but  no  ob- 
jection was  ever  made  by  either  pariy  to  the  arti- 
cle containing  this  .stipulation. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  present  British  claim  was 
all  an  afterthought.  It  owes  its  origin  entirely  to 
the  discovery  that  it  was  necessary,  by  some  pre- 
tence or  other,  to  wrest  from  us  the  territory  which, 
if  in  our  possession,  might  interrupt  the  communi- 
cation between  Nova  Scotia  and  Gluebec.  They 
then  contended  that  no  actual  highlands  could  be 
found  upon  the  ground,  such  as  those  described  by 
the  treaty.  They  placed  particular  emphasis  on 
the  word  "highlands;"  and  insisted  that,  if  a  moun- 
tain range  could  not  be  found,  the  treaty  was  abso- 
lutely void,  for  uncertainty.  But,  when  "high-' 
lands"  are  spoken  of  as  dividing  waters  flowing  in 


opposite  directions,  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  term 
perfectly  palpablel  From  the  very  laws  of  nature, 
such  highlands  must  exist  and  slope  off  in  opposite 
directions.  Whether  they  consist  of  table-land,  or 
even  swamp,  or  shoot  up  into  mountain  ridges,  still, 
if  there  be  a  height  of^  land  from  which  streams 
flow  down  in  opposite  directions,  this  most  clearly 
answers  the  description  of  the  treatv.  It  is  not  the 
elevation  of  these  highlands,bul  their  capacity  to  di- 
vide waters,  which  stamps  upon  them  their  char- 
acter. 

After  the  British  Government  had  thus  summa- 
rily annihilated  the  "highlands"  of  the  treaty,  they 
had  still  to  perform  other  wonders.  Even  if  this 
part  of  the  description  were  gone,  enough  would 
still  remain  clearly  to  identify  the  treaty  line— as 
Mitchell's  map,  and  all  other  maps,  plainly  show  a 
range  of  country  separating  "those  rivers  that  emp- 
ty themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean."  What 
task,  then,  had  they  next  to  perform^  After  sinking 
th«  highlands,  they  contended,  with  all  imaginable 
gravity,  that  no  rivers  existed  in  that  region  which 
fell  into  the  Atlantic.  And  why!  The  St.  John 
(say  they)  is  not  a  river  falling  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  because  it  has  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy; 
neither  is  the  Ristigouche,  because  it  has  its  mouth  in 
the  Bay  of  Chaleurs.  And  what  is  this  Bay  of  Fundy 
itself,  but  a  part  of  the  Atlantic  pceanl  A  bay  is  a 
mere  opening  of  the  main  ocean  into  the  land;  and 
you  might,  with  the  same  justice,  contend.that  the 
Bay  of  Naples  is  not  a  portion  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, as  that  the  Bay  of  Fundy  is  not  a  portion  of 
the  Atlantic  ocean.  What  absolute  trifling  it  is  to 
contend  ihat  a  river  does  not  fall  into  the  Atlaiflic, 
because,  in  reaching  the  main  ocean,  it  may  pass 
through  a  bay.  The  Delaware  does  not  fall  into 
the  Atlantic,  because  it  flows  into  it  through  the 
Bayof  Delaware;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  St. 
John  does  not  fall  into  the  Atlantic,  because  it 
flows  4nto  it  through  the  Bay  of  Fundy!  By  the 
same  process  of  reasoning,  there  is  not  a  single 
river  m  the  State  of  Maine  which  falls  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  They  all  have  their  mouths  in 
diflTereni  bays.  Truly,  the  British  claim  does  not 
rise  to  the  dignity  of^a  debatable  question.  It  is 
not  even  a  decent  pretence. 

But  even  after  the  British  Government  had  thus 
Annihilated  the  treaty  highlands,  and  proved  that 
the  St.  John,  whose  northern  tributary  streams  rise 
in  these  highlands,  did  not  fall  into  the  Atlantic, 
there  was  another  dL:?cription  still  left  of  the  treaty 
boundary,  against  which  they  have  never  been  able 
lo  utter  a  word.  It  is  a  settled  common-sense  rule 
of  construction,  that  if  any  portion  of  a  description 
of  boundary  fail,  yet  if  enough  remains  clearly  to 
manifest  the  intention  of  the  contracting  parties,  this 
is  sufficient.  Now,  the  British  Government  have 
never  pretended  that  rivers  do  not  exist  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence  exactly 
in  accordance  with  the  description  of  the  treaty. 
On  Mitchell's  map,  you  perceive  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence running  from  the  southwest  to  the  northeast; 
whilst  numerous  tributaries  rising  to  the  south  of 
it,  and  passing  north  tbrousrh  its  valley,  empty 
themselves  into  the  main. stream.  This  portion  of 
the  description  remains,  and  would  be  just  as  con- 
clusive in  favor  of  our  right  as  though  the  treaty 
had  referred  to  nothing  else.  The  bad  does  not 
and  cannot  vitiate  the  good. 

I  have  said  much  more  on  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject than  I  had  intended,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  our  right,  but  to  show  that  the  misera- 
ble pretexts  to  which  the  British  Government  have 
been  compelled  lo  resort  in  order  to  obtain  our 
territory,  are  unworthy  of  a  great  nation,  and  that 
Lord  Ashburton  can  never  free  them  from  the  im- 
puiaiion  of  demanding  that  to  which  they  must 
have  known  they  had  no  right. 

Let  me  now  present  a  sketch  of  the  history  of 
this  negotiation  between  Mr.  Web  tcr  and  Lord 
Ashbnri«)n,  in  relation  to  the  Maine  boundary,  in 
a  plain  and  distinct  form,  before  the  Senate.  'The 
first  fact  which  strikes  the  mind  with  astonishment 
is,  that  Mr.  Webster  should  have  agreed,  in  their 
preliminary  conference'?,  to  waii^e  all  discussion 
"on  the  general  grounds  on  which  each  parly  con- 
siders their  claims  respectively  to  rest,"  as  not  cal- 
culated to  lead  to  any  practical  result.  This  ap- 
pears conclusively  from  the  very  first  paragraph  of 
the  first  letter  addressed  by  Lord  Ashburion  lo  Mr. 
Webster,  on  the  ISth  June,  1842,  and  his  answer  of 
the  8th  July. 

I  may  be  asked  what  course  Mr.  Webster,  in  my 


Senate. 

opinion,  ought  to  have  pursued.    1  answer  Ti 
ought  to  have  invariably  insisted  on  our  riffLtiD 
the  disputed  territory;  but,  at  the  same  time  to 
have  expressed  his  willingness,  for  ihe  sake  of 
good  neighborhood,  and  in  consideration  of  a  fail 
equivalent  in  territory,  to  have  yielded  this  rieht 
so  far  as  to  grant  to  Great  Britain  what  her  com. 
missioners  had  so  earnestly  desired  atGhem-."such 
a  variation  of  the  line  of  frontier  as  might  secure 
a  direct  communication  between  CLuebec  and  Hal. 
ifax."    Nature  herself  seems  to  have  pointed  out 
these  mutual  equivalents.    Whoever  will  cast  his 
eye  over  the  map  of  Maine  and  New  Bronswick 
must  be  forcibly  struck  with  this  troth.    If  the  right 
of  way  over  our  territory  between  Halifax  aid 
Gluebec  had  been  alone  solicited,  it  ought  to  have 
been  conceded  to  Great  Britain  in  exchange  for 
the  right  to  navigate  the  St.  John.    But,  as  the 
British  Government  earnestly  desired  topos«ss  the 
right  of  sovereignly  in  the  soil  over  which  tius  way 
passed,  the  northern  triangle  of  Maine  oaght  to 
have  been  surrendered  for  the  much  smaller  iri. 
angle  belonging  to  the  ppavince  of  New  Brans- 
wick,  west  of  the  St.  John.    This  would  have  es- 
tablished  a  river  boundary  belweenihe  two  coun- 
tries, from  the  point  where  the  due-north  line  from 
ihe  monument  strikes  Eel  river,  all  the  distance 
round  by  Eel  river,  the  St.  John,  and  the  Si  Fran- 
cis,  to  the  western  highland  boundary  of  the  treaty. 
But  what  is  our  present  condition,  under  this  treaty! 
We  have  ceded  to  Great  Britain  all  the  territory 
she  desired;  and  yet  we  have  not  obtained  this 
narrow  strip   of  territory  west   of  the  St.  John 
She    still   retains    it:    and   there    an    organized 
svsiem  of  smuggling  can  be  established;  and  frotn 
thence,  in  case  of  war,  her  troops  can  be  poured  in- 
to the  very  heart  of  the  State  of  Maine.   To  pre- 
serve  peace  and  good  neighborhood  between  inl|^ 
pendent  nations,  a  river  or  a  monntain  boundary 
has  always  been  deemed  of  essential  importance. 
And  yet,  strange  as  it  may  .<;eem,  we  have  never  in- 
sisted  upon  this  river  boundary,  on  the  east  of 
Maine,  which  Nature  herself  seems  to  have  estab- 
lished; whilst  we  have  actually  surrendered  into 
the  keeping  of  Great  Britain  the  whole  ol  our  west' 
ern  mountain  boundary. 

Lord  Ashburion  having  obtained  from  Mr.  Web- 
ster the  important  concession  that  the  right  of  the 
United  States  lo  the  disputed  territory  should  no 
longer  be  a  subject  of  discussion,  the  next  conces- 
sion  which  this  shrewd  practical  diplomatic  de- 
sired to  obtain  seemed  to  follow  as  an  almost  D^ 
cessary  consequence.  For  years  the  British  Gov- 
ernment have  contended  that  the  whole  territory  of 
Maine  north  of  these  pretended  highlands,  which 
take  a  westerly  direction  from  Mars  Hill,  wa5  in 
dispute;  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain 
the  rights  of  the  respective  parties,  according  to 
the  treaty.  Assuming  these  facts,  they  had,  over 
and  over  again,  proposed  to  divide  the  disputed 
territory  between  the  two  countries,  without  grant- 
ing any  equivalent  to  as  beyond  its  limii^  When 
the  American  negotiator,  therefore,  in  the  very 
beginning,  admitted  that  it  would  be  vain  for  ns 
to  insist  upon  our  rights  nnder  the  treaty,  it  seemed 
to  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the 
disputed  territory  must  be  divided  between  the 
parlies,  according  lo  the  suggestion  of  the  British 
Government.  But  this  was  far  from  the  opinion 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maine.  Indeed,  it  does  not 
even  seem  lo  have  originally  been  the  intention  of 
Lord  Ashburion  himself  to  make  nny  such  ex- 
travagant demand.  The  Secretary  of  State,  in  bis  let- 
ter to'Gov.  Fairfield,  dated  1  lih  April,  1842, informs 
^  him  that  his  Lord>hip  had  "flJUdaUy  announced  tt 
this  department^  thaX^  in  regard  to  the  bouMdarv 
question,  he  has  authority  to  treat  for  a  cflnventmal 
line,  or  linn  by  asreementy  on  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions, and  with  such  mutual  c^nsidertUioni  and 
equivalents  as  may  be  thought  just  and  equitahU!* 
I  would  ask  every  Senator  of  this  body,  if,  when 
he  first  read  this  letter  of  Mr.  Webster,  it  entered 
info  his'  imagfinaiion  lo  conceive  that  Lord  M^' 
burton,  by  these  expressions,  meant  no  more  than 
a  division  uf  the  disputed  territory  between  the 
parties.  Had  he  thus  expres5*d  himself,  in  dis- 
tinct terms— nty  life  upon  it,  Maine  never  would 
have  appointed  commissioners.  But  Maine  did 
nof  leave  this  question  in  doubt.  Her  Lceislai^'e, 
on  the  20ih  May,  1843,  at  the  time  when  her  com- 
missioners were  chosen,  resolved,  "That  Ibis  Stale 
cannot  regard  the  relinquishment,  by  the  British 
Government,  of  any  claim  heretofore  advanced  bf 
it  to  the  territory  incliwled  within  the  limits  of  ibe 
line  of  this  8ctte,  as  deti^ated  \ff  the  tmtj  ^ 
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1783,  and  uniformly  claimed  by  Maine,  as  a  con> 
sideration  or  eqaivalent  within  the  meaning  of 
these  resolutions.'' 

It  is  a  most  curious  point  of  diplomatic  history, 
how,  in  the  very  face  of  this  resolution  of  in- 
structions, the  Maine  commissioners  were  led  on, 
step  hy  step,  to  give  their  assent  to  the  present 
treaty.  It  will  be  well  worth  while  to  spend  a  few 
moments  in  tracing  this  strange  history. 

The  commissioners  of  Maine  had  their  first  au- 
dience with  Mr.  Webster  on  Monday,  I3ih  of  June. 
On  the  17th  June,  Mr.  Webster  informed  Lord 
Ashburton  that  he  was  prepared  to  commence  the 
negotiation.  On  the  18th  June,  they  held  their  first 
conference;  but  what  transpired  at  this  conference 
is  buried  in  oblivion.  No  record  of  it  will  ever 
meet  the  public  eve.  If  Mr.  Webster  had  evinced 
half  as  much>skill  in  managing  Lord  Ashburton 
as  he  displayed  in  managing,  tne  commissioners 
of  Maine,  that  Slate  would  have  ticquired  the  strip 
of  territory  on  the  right  bank  of  the  St.  John, 
which  she  so  much  desired  to  possess. 

The  result  of  this  conference  was  the  letter  of 
Lord  Ashburton  to  Mr.  Webster  of  the  21st  of 
June.  This  letter,  although  Conciliatory  in  its 
terms,  is  one  of  bold  and  barefaced  pretension.  It 
asserts  the  principle  (which  both  the  State  of  Maine 
and  the  General  Government  had  so  long  resisted) 
that  there  must  be  a  division  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory between  the  two  countries,  without  any  other 
equivalent  to  us;  and  it  not  only  demands  for  Great 
Britain  all  the  disputed  territory  north  of  the  St. 
John  and  the  St.  Francis,  but  also  the  whole  of  the 
Madawaska  settlement  south  of  the  St.  John.  Nay, 
more:  his  Lordship  asserts  a  claim,  of  which  we 
never  had  before  heard,  to  the  whole  territorv  south 
of  the  St.  Francis  and  west  of  the  St.  John,  clown  to 
'^someone  of  its  sources"  in  the  highlands-- thus  in- 
tending  to  deprive  Maine  not  only  of  her  western 
highland  boundary,  but  of  the  whole  valley  be- 
tween that  boundary  and  the  river  St.  John.  He 
seems  to  hare  well  understood  the  policy  of  asking 
much  more  than  he  would  be  willing  to  accept.  In 
making  this  demand,  his  Lordship  resorts  to  the 
common  diplomatic  finesse,  that  he  could  not,  in 
any  case,  abandon  the  obvious  interests  of  the  Mad- 
awarka  settlement  south  of  the  St.  John;  and,  to 
give  this  and  other  declarations  the  greater  efiect,  he 
sotemnly  declares:  "I  have  not  treated  the  subject 
in  the  ordinary  form  of  a  bareain,  where  the  *party 
making  the  proposal  leaves  himself  something  to 
f^ive  up.  The  case  would  not  admit  of  this,  even  if 
I  could  brin^  myself  so  to  act."  And  yet  the  case  did 
admit  of  this;  and  his  Lordship  did  bring  himself 
▼ery  .quietly  so  to  act,  within  a  few  days,  and  as 
soon  as  he  discovered  that  the  Maine  commissioners 
had  resisted  this  claim  to  the  Madawaska  seulement 
with  becoming  spirit;  his  pretended  instructions  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  Weteter  refers  this  letter  of  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton to  the  commissioners  of  Maine,  and  reserves 
to  hintself  the  part  of  mediator  between  them  and 
Lord  Ashburton.  In  their  note  to  him  of  the  29ih 
Jnne,ihey  declare  (page  &6)  that  they  can  never 
norrender  the  Madawask:^  settlement  south  of  the 
8i.  John;  **and  that,  if  the  adoption  of  such  a  line 
is  SLsinequanon  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine  feel  it  their  duty  as  distinctly  to  say,  that 
any  attempt  at  &n  amicable  adjustment  of  the  con- 
troversy respecting  the  Northeastern  boundary  on 
that  basis,  with  the  consent  of  Maine,  would  be 
entirely  fruitless." 

The  Maine  commissioners  then  proceed  to  offer 
to  Mr.  Webster  a  counter  projet,  and  to  propose  a 
conventional  line.    And  here  permit  me  to  observe, 
that  it  is  a  most  astonishing  fact,  that  these  com- 
missioners never  even  asked  fbr  a  cession  of  the 
narrow  triangular   strip  of  land  west  of  the  St. 
John.    I  venture  to  say  that  no  American  states^ 
man,  who  has  ever  examined  the  subject  of  a  con- 
ventional line,  has  entertained  any  other  idea  than 
that  this  strip  of  land  ought  to  be  the  equivaleht  for 
the  tract  of  country  north  of  the  St.  John  and  St. 
Francis.    If  a  bare  right  of  way  was  to  be  sur- 
rendered to  England  over  the  disputed  territory,  the 
navigation  of  the  St.  John  would  be  the  natural 
equivalent;  but  if,  in  addition  to  this,  the  British 
Government  asked  a  cession  of  the  sovereignty  and 
soil  of  the  territorj  north  of  the  St.  John,  tiien  the 
equally  fair  equivalent  was  a  surrender  by  them  to 
Maine  of  the  strip  of  land  north  of  Eel   river,   on 
the  right  bank  of  the  St.  John— thus  establishing  a 
river  boundary  between  Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick,   This  impressioa  has  been  deeply  fixed  upon 


my  mind  for  years.  I  have  talked  of  it  a  hundred 
times,  and  every  person  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed has  been  under  the  same  impression.  This 
was  the  "general  and  confident  expectation  of  the 
people  of  Maine,"  as  we  are  informed  by  her  com- 
missioners. With  a  view  to  this,  the  Legislature 
of  that  Slate  had  solemnly  resolved  that  no  relin- 
quishment of  territorv  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government,  within  what  it  chose  to  denominate 
the  disputed  territory,  should  ever  be  considered  by 
Maine  as  an  equivalent  for  the  surrender  of  any 
portion  of  that  territory  to  Great  Britain. 

This  resolution,  it  is  well  known,  pointed  clearly 
and  distinctly  to  the  acquisition  of  the  strip  west  of 
the  St.  John.  And  ]^et  the  Maine  commissioners, 
in  their  connter-projet,  not  only  did  not  demand 
this  territory,  but  they  'expressly  surrendered  all 
yclaim  to  it.  And  whyl  Because,  to  use  their  own 
language,  "they  have  been  assured  that  Lord  Ash- 
burton IS  restrained,  by  his  instructions,  from  yield- 
ing the  island  of  Grand  Menan,  or  any  of  the  Isl- 
ands in  Passamaquoddy  bay,  or  even  any  portion  of 
thi  narroio  strip  of  territory  which  lies  between  the 
due  north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and 
the  St.  John  river,  above  Eel  river,  {so  called,)  as  ayi 
equivalent  for  any  portion  of  the  territory  claimed  \ 
by  Maine  as  within  her  boundaries."  By  whom  I 
had  they  been  thus  assured?  Unquestionably  by^l 
Mr.  Webster.  By  whom  had  they  been  prevailed  I 
upon  to  surrender  the  claim  of  their  State  to  this  ' 
strip  of  territory!  Certainly  by  Mr.  Webster,  upon 
the  assurance  that  Lord  Ashburton  was  restrained, 
by  his  instructions,  from  yielding  it.  This  was 
the  fatal  point  of  the  negotiation  for  the  State  of 
Maine.  It  was  here  that  the  rights  of  that  State, 
^nd  of  the  United  States,  were  abandoned.  This 
territory  ought  to  have  been  resolutely  demanded 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  darling  object  which  Great 
Britain  bad  for  ^  many  years  eagerly  pursued — 
that  of  acquiring  the  territory  over  which  lay  the 
communication  between  New  Brunswick  and  Gtue- 
bec.  If  Lord  Ashburton's  instructions  prohibited 
him  from  surrendering  this  strip  of  lerritory,  new 
'instructions  could  and  would  have  been  obtained, 
had  they  been  found  necessary.  If  this  had  not 
been  the  case,  I  would  have  referred  the  question 
to  another  arbitrator,  (an  alternative  to  which  Lord 
Ashburton  oHen  alludes,)  or  have  hazarded  any 
other  consequences,  rather  than  have  tamely  yield- 
ed the  principle  against  which  we  had  so  long  con- 
tended— that  our  right  to  the  disputed  territory  was 
doubtful;  and,  therefore,  because  it  was  so,  that  a 
division  of  it  ought  to  be  made  between  the  two  na- 
tions. But  his  Lordship  (according  to  his  own  dec- 
laration) never  ceuld  have  surrenaered  the  Mada- 
waska territory  south  of  the  St.  John;  and  yet  he 
did  agree  to  surrender  it,  before  it  was  possible  for 
him  to  have  obtained  new  instructions  from  Eng- 
land. Had  the  Maine  commissioners  insisted  upon  I 
this  tract  of  country  with  the  same  manly  firm-  \ 
ness  as  they  had  done  upon  retaining  the  Mada- 
waska settlement  south  ot  the  St.  John,  in  all  hu-\ 
man  probability  it  would  have  been  attended  with  1 
a  similar  result.  His  Lordship's  alleged  instruc- 
tions would  have  yielded  to  circanistances,  as  they 
had  done  before;  and  this  negotiation  might  have 
closed  with  honor  to  the  country.  The  moment  that 
the  Maine  commissioners  were  prevailed  upon  to 
yield  this  point  without  a  struggle,  all  was  lost. 
Every  principle  for  which  we  had  so  long  con- 
tended was  at  once  abandoned;  and  nothing  more 
remained  than  to  decide  how  much  of  the  territory 
of  Maine  should  be  conceded  to  the  demands  of 
Great  Britain.  The  Maine  commissioners  seem 
themselves  to  have  been  deeply  sensible  of  this  de- 
grading truth.  They  declare  that,  as  thdy  can  obtain 
no  equivalent  beyond  the  disputed  territory,  "lAey 
feel  tjiemzelves  constrained  to  say  that  the  portion  nf 
ferritonj  within  the  limits  of  Maine,  as  claimed  bij 
her,  which  they  -nre  prepared,  in  a  spirit  of  peace 
and  good  neisihborhood,  to  yield  for  the  accommo- 
datiim  of  Great  Britain,  must  be  restrained  and 
confined  to  such  portion  only,  and  in  such  reasonable 
extent,  as  is  necessary  to  secure  to  Great  Britain 
'on  unobstructed  communicaiion  and  connexion  of 
her  colonies  vrith  each  other. ^ " 

They  then  proposed  to  yield  to  Great  Britain  all 
that  had  been  awarded  to  her  by  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  (whose  award,  the  Senate  had  so 
promptlv  rejected,  but  which  had  been  so  eagerly 
accepted  by  the  British  King,)  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  portion  of  the  territory  north  of  the  St. 
Francis.  This  proposition  gave  to  Blngland  all 
the  territory  that  was  necessary  to  secure  the  com- 
munication between  her   provincesj  but    whilst 


doing  this,  it  would,  to  a  partial  extent,  have 
saved  our  Government  from  the  disgrace  of  hav- 
ing, for  so  many  years,  warred  against  the  award 
of  the  King  oi  the  Netherlands,  and  afterwards 
accepted  worse  terms  than  it  proposed. 

Mr. '  Webster,  on  the  7th  of  July,  transmits 
this  letter  of  the  commissioners  of  Maine  to  Lord 
Ashburton,  accompanied  by  a  longdiplomhtic  note. 
In  this  note  he  expressly  recognises  that  his  Lord- 
ship is  not  at  liberty  "to  cede  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
the  territory,  coraYnonly  called  the  strip,  lying  east 
of  the  north  line,  and  west  of  the  St.  John."  How 
had  Mr.  Webster  acquired  a  knowledge  of  this 
most  important  factl  It  must  have  been  in  their 
verbal  conferences;  for  Lord  Ashburton  had  not 
previously  commiued  himself  by  any  such  decla- 
jation  in  any  portion  of  his  correspondence.  In  it 
he  has  nowhere  stated  that  his  instructions  forbade 
him  to  make  such  a  surrender. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  whilst  Mr.  Web- 
ster, with  the  strange  inconsistency  between  his  ar- 
guments and  his  actions  which  characterizes 
this  negotiation,  is  communicating  to  Lord  Ash- 
burton a  proposition  to  surrender  to  him  all  that 
portion  of  the  disputed  territory  for  which  England 
had  originally  contended,  and  although  he  had 
thus  rendered  it  impossible  that  any  discussion  of 
our  title  could  benefit  his  country,  yet  he  does,  not* 
withstanding,  demonstrate  the  ri^ht  of  the  State  of 
Maine  to  all  this  territory,  with  irresistible  clear- 
ness and  power.  He  is  equally  triumphant  on 
this  question,  as  on  the  Creole  and  Caroline  ques- 
tions or  in  resisting  the  doctrine  of  impressment; 
but,  unfortunately,  bis  arguments  have  fallen  to 
the  ground,  without  producing  any  beneficial  re- 

•Qlt. 

Lord  Ashburton,  with  that  skill  and  address 
which  have  characterized  him  throughout  the  whole 
negotiation,  now  eagerly  seized  the  advantage 
which  he  had  obtained  over  Mr.  Webster  and  the 
Maine  commis^^ioners.  They  had  fatall3r,  in  ad- 
vance, bound  themselves  to  grant  all  that  England 
originally  sought  or  desired.  To  this  extent  they 
stood  committed;  and  his  object  now  was  to  obtain, 
in  addition,  a  cession  of  the  western  highland 
boundary  of  Maine,  for  the  piirpose  ofy covering 
Gtuebec,  and  of  a.ssailing  us  witn  tremendous  advan- 
tage in  the  event  of  war  between  the  two  countries. 
He  now  departs  from  the  moderate  and  concilia- 
tory tone  wnich  he  had  assumed  everywhere  else 
throughout  the  negotiation.  In  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Webster  of  the  lliTi  July,  he  scouts  the  proposition 
of  the  commissioners  of  Maine;  indeed,  he  treats 
it  almost  as  if  it  were  an  insult.  He  feels  himself 
"quite  at  a  loss"  to  account  for  such  aproposal,  and 
he  appeals  to  the  candid  judgment  oiMi.  Webster 
to  say  "whether  this  is  a  proposition  for  concilia- 
tion." He  says  that  he  need  not  examine  the  line 
proposed  by  the  Maine  commissioners  in  its  pre- 
cise details,  because  he  is  obliged  to  state  frankly 
that  it  is  inadmissible. 

But  with  all  this  affected  indignation  and  aston- 
ishment, he  is  very  careful  not  to  break  ofi*  the 
negotiation.  He  was  too  wise  and  too  wary  thus  to 
end'  nger  the  advantage  he  had  obtained.  He 
therefore  suggests  to  Mr.  Webster  that  the  nego- 
tiation "  would  have  a  better  chance  of  success  by 
conference  than  by  correspondence."  He  trusts 
more  in  the  diplomacy  ol  the  secret  conclave, 
where  there  was  no  ear  to  hear  and  no  pen. to 
record  their  conferences,  than  in  the  bold,  open, 
manly  mode  in  which  a  negotiation  ought  to  be 
•onducted  between  the  responsible  ministers  of 
responsible  Governments.  ' 

In  this  letter  of  the  lUh  July,  his  Lordship  in- 
sists upon  our  surrender  of  the  district  between  the 
St.  John  and  the  highlands  west  of  that  river,  and, 
without  disguise,  declares  that  he  wants  it  "yor  iio 
other  purpose  than  as  a  boundary."  This,  permit 
me  to  say,  is  the  very  reason  why  it  should  never 
have  been  yielded.  These  highlands  were  our 
natural  boundary,  as  well  as  our  treaty  boundary; 
and  we  ought  never  to  have  surrendered  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  only  formidable  enemy  we  can 
ever  have  on  this  continent. 

The  prediction  of  his  Lordship,  that  there  would 
be  a  better  chance  of  success  by  conference  than 
by  correspondence,  was  very  soon  verified.  In 
four  short  days,  these  personal  conferences  pro- 
duced a  wonderful  effect.  On  the  I5ih  July,  1842, 
Mr.  Webster  proposes  to  the  commissioners  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  the  lines  of  the  present 
treaty;  urges  them  in  the  strongest  terms  to  surren- 
der the  western  highland  boundary  of  Maine  to 
England;  proposes  to  pay  them  out  of  the  treasury 
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of  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $250,000,  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  surrender  of  this  territory  of  893 
square  miles;  promises  to  refund  the  expenses 
which  they  haa  incurred  for  the  civil  posse  they 
had  maintained,  and  the  survey  they  had  made;  and 
concludes  with  the  expression  of-  his  "conviction 
that  no  more  advantageous  arrangement  could  be 
made.*' 

Let  us  here  pause  for  a  moment  upon  the  aston- 
ishing fact,  that  this  proposition  made  to  the  Maine 
commL>iSioners  proceeded  not  ffom  Lord  Ashbur- 
ton,  but  from  Mr.  Webster;  not  from  the  British 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary, 
but  from  our  own  Secretary  of  State.  Jt  was  a 
proposition  previously  concocted  between  the  nego- 
tiators, and  its  acceptance  urged  upon  the  Maine 
commissioners  as  the  British  ultimatum,  by  the 
very  man  to  whom  the  President  had  intrusted  the 
rights  and  the  honor  of  his  country. 

We  now  first  hear  from  the  Massachusetts  com- 
missioners; and  their  letter  is  truly  characteristic. 
That  Slate  had  no  direct  interest  in  the  question  of 
territorial  sovereignty, over  the  disputed  terrilorv; 
but  merely  in  the  right  ol  soil.  They  accordingly 
treat  it  as  a  question  not  of  national  honor,  but  of 
dollars  and  cents.  They  sav.to  Mr.  Webster,  in 
their  letter  of  the  20ih  July:  "Whether  the  national 
boundary  suggested  by  you  be  suitable  or  unsuita- 
ble; whether  the  compensations  that  Great  Britain 
offers  to  the  United  States  for  thp  territory  conce- 
ded to  her  be  adequate  or  inadequate;  and  whether 
the  treeUtf  which  shall  be  effected  shall  be  honorable  to  the 
country y  or  incompaiible  wUh  its  rights  and  dignity  ^ 
are  questions  not  for  Massac  huselts,  but  for  the  Gen- 
eral Oovemment,  upon  its  responsibility  to  the  whole 
country,  to  decide."  They  thus  waive  the  question 
of  national  honor;  but  not  so  the  question  of  dol- 
lars and  cents.  They  higgle  about  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  their  land.  They  demand  $25,000  more 
than  Mr.  Webster  had  offered.  This  seems  to  have 
been  their  sim  gua  nonj  and  if  the  sum  to  be  given 
them  "shall  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  $150,000, 
[instead  of  $125,000,]  the  State  of  Massachu.^etls, 
through  her  commissioners,  hereby  relinquishes  to 
the  United  States  her  interest  in  the  lands  which 
will  be  excluded  from  the  dominion  of  the  United 
States  by  the  establishment  of  the  boundary  afore- 
said." It  is  needless  to  say  that  Mr.  Webster  would 
not  stand  long  for  $25,000,  in  such  a  bargain,  espe- 
cially when  the  money  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  Maine  commisssioners  seemed  then  to  be 
abandoned  by  the  whole  world,  and  their  position 
became  truly  embarrassing.  This  proposition  was 
urged  upon  them,  not  by  Lord  Ashburton,  but  by 
their  own  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  approbation 
of  their  own  National  Administration.  That  man 
of  gigantic  intellect,  whose  great  powers  ought  to 
have  been  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  save  Maine  from 
dismemberment,  was  the  very  man  who  urged  them 
to  consent  to  the  dismemberment.  They  were  de- 
serted, at  the  most  critical  moment,  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  Massachusetts,  who  had  assented  to  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Webster.  They  were  induced 
to  believe  that  the  question  of  peace  or  war  was 
suspended  on  their  decision.  It  was  proclaimed  in 
the  streets  of  Washington  that  the  obstinacy  of  the 
Maine  commissioners  alone  prevented  the  settle- 
ment of  all  our  questions  in  dispute  with  Engliuid. 
I  was  myself  induced  to  give  credit  to  this  rumor; 
and  when  1  was  confidentially  informed,  by  a  Sen- 
ator now  on  this  floor,  of  the  true  nature  of  the 
case,  my  astonishment  and  mortification  knew  no 
bounds. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  most  reluctant  con- 
ditional assent  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Webster 
was  extorted  from  the  Maine  commissioners.  It  is 
due  to  them  that  I  should  read  lo  the  Senate  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  given.  Their  letter  to  Mr. 
Webster  bears  date  2ild  July,  1842,  and  concludes 
with  the  following  paragraphs: 

•♦We  are  now  givrn  »o  umlt-r^tand  ihat  ilio  Exocuiiye  of  the 
UDired  States,  reprpiw*n(ine  ttic  Mvf-rejffniy  ol  iho  ITnlon,  a.«8ent9 
to  (he  proposal;  and  that  this  (Irparlmtuii  of  the  (Suvemmrnt  at 
leaM  is  anxious  for  Us  acceptance,  a*,  in  ii«  view,  mngt  exfteJi. 
cnl  for  the  gepcral  good. 

"The  commisitioners  of  Maraarhu^etls  have  alrpadv  given 
their  assent  on  b<»half  of  thai  CommonweMtih.  Thus  pit iiatod, 
the  commissioners  of  Maine,  invoking  the  spirit  of  aaaohment 
and  patriotic  devotion  of  their  Sate  in  thn  Ilniun,  and  hrirtg 
willing  to  yieliJ  to  the  deliberate  ronvictiorm  ol  her  eiHter  S(ai«>e 
as  to  the  path  of  duly,  and  to  iniorpo?e  no  obsiacirs  lo  an  ad 
josiment  whicli  the  general  jnd^mencof  ihe  na'lon  Hhall  pro- 
nounce as  honotable  and  expedient,  even  if  that  judemt'nt  shall 
lead  to  a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  the  birthright  of  the  people 
of  iheir  Stale,  and  prizea  by  them  because  it  is  their  biithright, 
have  determined  to  overcome  their  objections  lo  the  proposal, 
so  far  as  to  sar,  that  if,  upon  mature  consit*eration,  the  Seri' 
ftfa  of  the  Vmt€d  9tat99  thall  advi$e  and  eoneent  to  (A« 
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ratification  of  a  trtaty,  corresponding  in  ita  terms  to  your 
proposal,  and  with  the  conditions  in  our  niemorandum  ac- 
companying this  note,  (marked  A,)  and  identified  by  our  sig- 
natures, they,  by  virtue  of  the  pmoer  vested  in  them  by  the 
resolves  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  give  the  asnent  of  thai 
State  to  such  conventional  line,  with  the  terms,  conations, 
and  equivalents  herein  mentioned." 

This  conditional  assent  casts  the  responsibility  of 
the  treaty  upon  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  ^  It 
is  for  us  to  pronounce,  in  the  Utnguage  of  the  Maine 
commissioners,  whether  this  treaiy  is  honor- 
able and  expedient,  and  such  a  one  as  the  general 
judgment  of  the  nation  will  approve.  We  must 
encounter  this  responsibility,  whether  we  will  or 
not. 

it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  pursue  the  subject 
further,  in  detail.  Mr.  Webster,  on  the  27th  July, 
in  form,  made  the  proposition  to  Lord  Ashburton, 
which  had,  in  substance,  been  previously  agreed 
upon  between  them,  in  personal  conference,  before 
it  was  presented  lo  the  Maine  commissioners;  and 
which  he,  therefore,  knew  would  be  accepted:  and 
the  treaty  was  concluded  accordingly. 

Thus  have  we  yielded  to  a  foreign  power  that 
ancient  highland  boundary  for  which  our  fathers 
fought.  Thus  has  it  been  blotted  out  from  the 
treaty  which  acknowledged  our  independence. 
Thus  has  Kngland  reclaimed  an  important  portion 
of  that  territory,  which  had  been*  wrested  from  her 
by  the  bravery  and  the  blood  of  our  revolutionai^ 
fathers.  We  have  restored  to  her  not  only  all  the 
land  north  of  the  St.  John  and  the  St.  Francis,  but 
also  our  mountain  boundary  south  of  these  rivers, 
down  to  the  Meijarmette  portage.  Along  the  base  of 
these  mountains  she  can,  and  she  will,  establish  for- 
tifications and  military  posts,  from  which  she  mav  at 
once  penetrate  into  the  very  heart  of  Maine.  It  is 
a  vain  labor  for  the  Secretary  to  prove  that  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  is  unfit  for  cultivation.  Ekigland  did 
not  demand  it  for  its  agricnltural  value.  Wh^  did 
Lord  Ashburton  insist  upon  its  surrender  with  so 
much  pertinacity  and  zeall  Because  it  not  only 
covered  Gtuebec  and  Lower  Canada  from  our  as- 
saults, but  exposed  our  territory  to  the  assaulus  of 
England,  without  any  interposing  natural  barrier. 
On  the  east,  on  the  north,  and  on  the  west,  Maine 
is  now  left  naked  and  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  our 
domineering  and  insatiable  neighbor;  and  we  have 
bestowed  upon  her  all  this  territory,  without  having 
asked  her  to  grant  us  even  the  small  strip  north  of 
Eel  river,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  St.  Jonn,  which 
would  have  given  us,  to  that  extent,  a  river  bound- 
ary. These  highlands,  throughout  their  whole 
range,  from  the  northwest  head  of  the  Connecticut 
river  to  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  which 
divide  the  rivers  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  empty  themselves  into  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  will  exclusively  belong  to  England, 
shou'd  this  treaty  be  ratified  by  the  Senate.  The 
Alpine  boundarv  (which  Adams  and  Franklin  and 
Jay  had  securetl  to  their  country  by  the  treaty  of  In- 
dependence) has  been  extorted  from  us  by  our  most 
formidable  enemy.  We  have  acted  as  the  Roman 
Republic  would  have  done,  had  she  surrendered  the 
Alps  to  the  hostile  nations  of  Gaul  and  Germany, 
and  thus  opened  the  way  for  the  invasion  of  Italy. 
And  this  suicidal  policy  lias  been  adopted,  upon  the 
principle,  or  the  pretext,  that  our  Alpine  barrier  and 
boundary  were  not  fit  for  cultivation !  This  is  the 
argument  of  Mr.  Webster. 

The  ancient  Romans  worshipped  a  god  called 
Terminus.  He  was  the  guardian  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  Republic;  and  such  was  his  power,  that 
he  would  not  yield  even  to  Jupiter  himself.  Upon 
this  principle,  it  was  a  sacred  maxim  both  of  their  re- 
ligion and  their  policv,  that  their  boundaries  should 
never  recede.  Thellepublic  was  more  than  once 
driven  to  the  last  extremities.  Her  capital  was 
sacked,  and  ruin  seemed  more  than  once  to  be  her 
inevitable  destiny;  bui,  in  the  midst  of  desolation  and 
defeat,  no  Roman  Senator  ever  dared  to  propose 
the  smallest  cession  of  her  sacred  soil.  The  bound- 
aries of  the  Roman  Republic  never  receded;  and 
we  ought  to  have  imitated  her  policy  in  this  respect, 
however  much  we  may  condemn  her  love  of  con- 
quest— unless,  indeed,  we  had  obtained  an  equiva- 
lent cession  of  territory.  The  demand  to  surrender 
the  highlands  which  protected  our  frontier  south 
of  the  St.  FrancLs,  ought  to  ImvM  been  met  by  an 
instant  and  absolate  ref'usal,  no  matter  what  might 
have  been  the  consequence,  instead  of  buying 
them  from  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  in  order  that 
we  might  surrender  them  to  England,  we  ought  at 
once  to  have  announced  that  we  never  could  per- 
mit such  a  surrender  to  become  the  subject  of  ne- 
gotiation. 


It  has  been  said  (and  probably  with  truth)  that  in 
case  we  should  ever  determine  to  invade  Catiada 
we  would  not  march  over  these  highlands.  Buithis 
is  not  the  question.  Let  ns  reverse  the  case  and 
suppose  that  England  should  determine  to  inVade 
us  from  Canada:  would  she  not  gradually  collect 
and  concentrate  her  forced  on  the  territory  which 
we  have  yielded  to  her  east  of  these  highlands  aod 
from  thence  pour  her  forces  into  Maine  viihoii  oh. 
struclionl  And  it  mu.st  have  been  chiefly  lo  ohlain 
this  very  advantage,  that  Lord  Ashbarton  vas  so 
anxious  to  acquire  this  territory,  which,  forsooth 
we  are  told  is  not  fit  for  cultivation.  The  only 
crop  which  she  desires  to  raise  upon  it,  like  that  of 
Cadmus,  is  a  crop  of  armed  men. 

And  yet,  to  excuse  this  surrender,  we  are  present- 
ed with  the  pretence  of  having  obtained  equivalents 
in  lauds  better  fitted  for  cultivation.  What  are 
these  pretended  equivalenusi  In  describing  them, 
I  cannot  do  better  than  to  adopt  the  language  of 
the  commissioners  of  Maine.  "In  New  Hamp. 
shire  (say  they)  Lord  Ashburton  consents  to  take 
the  true  northwest  source  of  Connecticut  river,  in- 
stead  of  the  northeast  source."  That  is,  in  other 
words,  he  consents  to  abide  by  the  clear  language  of 
the  treaty  of  Independence,  instead  of  persisting  in 
the  demand  of  England  to  snbstitule  the  northeast 
for  "the  northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut 
river."  "In  Vermont,  he  will  abide  by  the  old 
line  which  was  run,  marked,  and  solemnlj  es- 
tablished nearly  seventy  years  ago.  In  New  York, 
he  will  abide  by  the  same  old  line,  the  effect  of 
rectifying  it  being  merely  to  give  to  New  York  a 
small  angular  strip  on  the  west,  and  Great  Britain 
a  small  angular  strip  on  the  east."  "These  small 
tracts  and  parings"  (to  use  the  language  of  the  com- 
missioners) are  to  be  the  equivalents  for  surrender- 
ing our  mountain  boundary  into  the  keeping  of 
Great  Britain,  without  any  estimate  of  the  value  oi 
the  strip  which  we  have  surrendered  to  her  of  our 
undisputed  territory,  alongtheline  running  due  north 
from  the  monument.  He  has  thus  most  gracious- 
ly consented  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  very  tri- 
fling mistake  committed  l>y  the  British  Giovemment 
itself,  tQore  than  70  years  ago.  in  running  and  mark- 
ing the  45th  parallel  of  latitude,  and  under  which  ve 
have  held  p)ossession  ever  since  we  were  an  inde* 
pendent  nation. 

I  shall  not  speak  of  the  equivalents  which  the 
Secretary  claims  to  have  obtained  in  the  North  vest. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  BemtonI  has 
already  placed  this  part  of  the  subject  in  so  clear  a 
light,  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  again  to  pr^ 
sent  it  to  the  Senate.  He  has  demonstrated  that,  iih 
stead  of  acquiring  any  territory  in  that  quarter  to 
which  we  were  not  clearly  entitled  under  the  treaty 
of  1783,  we  have  actually  sacrificed  imponant  ter* 
ritorial  rights  which  we  held  under  that  treaty. 

The  only  concession  on  the  partof  Great  Britain, 
which  has  even  the  appearance  of  an  equivaknt 
for  the  5,012  square  miles  of  territory  which  we 
have  ceded  to  her  north  of  the  St.  John  and  (be  St. 
Francis,  and  the  893  square  miles  sauth  of  the  Sl 
Francis,  is  tlie  navigation  of  the  St.  John.  I  say 
the  appearance;  for  there,  is  no  reality  in  it.  Bad 
we  yielded  to  Great  Britain  no  more  of  the  territory 
of  Maine  than  that  which  was  awarded  to  herbj 
the  •  King  of  the  Netherlands,  there  would  haie 
been  some  plausibility  in  calling  this  a  paititl 
equivalent.  But  what  is  now  the  state  of  thtfcase? 
We  have  surrendered  lo  her  a  territory  embracing 
the  head-waters  of  several  of  the  branches  and  trib- 
utary streams  of  the  St.  John.  The  moment  we 
made  this  concession,  the  surrender  of  the  free 
navigation  of  that  river  became  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity, not  of  choice,  for  England.  In  order  to  pw- 
chase  a  light  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  ceded  ter- 
ritory  on  the  upper*  St.  John,  and  the  military  p«tt 
which  may  be  establi.<*hed  there,  to  navigate  tlial 
portion  of  ihe  river  whieb  flows  through  oar  tern- 
tory,  England  had  no  aUeTnativebuttograBttousa 
similar  right  of  navigation  along  that  portion  ol 
the  river  below,  within  her  exclusive jurisdicuoo. 
Hence  we  find  in  the  article  of  the  treaty  rdtting 
to  this  subject,  a  siipalalion  on  our  part  that  inc 
inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  lh<^  upper  St.  JoM, 
determined  by  this  treaiy  to  belong  to  tier  Bntannic 
Majesty,  shall  have  free  access  to  and  ibrough  iw 
river  for  their  produce,  in  those  parts  wmJ«s*'?, 
river  runs  wholly  through  the  State  of  Maine. 
Thus  it  appears,  on  the  very  face  of  the  treaty,  iMt 
the  right  of  each  party  lo  navigate  the  river  within 
the  territories  oi  the  other,  is  a  mutual  and  recipro- 
cal  right.  They  arc  the  equivalents  of  each  oiiier, 
and  noihio^  more,  and  ctik  be  tn  equivalent  io| 
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Qoihing  else.  Without  access  to  New  Branswick 
and  the  city  of  Si.  John  throuKh  the  ri^er,  (he 
value  of  our  cession  to  her  on  the  upper  St.  John 
would  have  been  greatly  diminished;  and  she  could 
not  in  conscience  ask  a  right  of  navigation  through 
oar  tffxitory,  which  she  was  unwHling  to  grant 
through  her  own. 

Bui  again.  Even  if  we  had  ceded  no  territory  to 
England  on  the  upper  St.  John,  how  could  the  right 
to  navigate  this  river  be  considered  as  anything 
more  than  an  equivalent  for  a  ri^ht  of  way  over 
oar  territory  between  New  Brunswick  and  Canada? 
Bntwe  have  not  merely  granted  to  her  this  right  of 
way;  but  all  the  territory  on  both  sides  of  it,  extend- 
ing from  the  St.  John  and  St.  Francis,  north  to  the 
treaty  highland  boundary. 

But  once  more.  This  grant  of  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  John  is  equally  advantageous  (to 
sav  the  least^  to  New  Brunswick  as  to  Maine. 
The  timber  oi  that  province  on  the  St.  John  and  its 
tributarv  streams  has  been  nearly  exhausted;  and 
the  timber  of  Blaine  is  now  necessary,  to  enable 
the  people  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  city  of  St. 
John  to  carry  on  their  profitable  lumber  trade  with 
the  mother  country  and  her  colonies.  The  privi- 
lege of  transporting  it  down  that  river  would  have 
b^B  cheerfully  granted  without  any  treaty,  because 
England  never  neglects  her  interest;  and  yet  this 
privilege  is  converted  into  an  equivalent  for  yield- 
ing to  ureat  Britain  between  four  and  five  millions 
*  of  acres  of  our  territory. 

Away  with  such  pretences.  They  are  nothing 
more  tlian  mere  flimsy  apologies  for  the  disgrace 
of  an  unqualified  surrender  of  our>  territory  to 
British  dictation.  They  are  the  miserable  pretexts 
under  color  of  which  it  is  expected  that  this  dis- 
graceful treaty  shall  escape  from  public  indigna- 
tion. 

There  is  one  fact  strictly  in  character  with  this  ' 
whole  transaction,  which  deserves  special  notice. 
It  is  this:  that,  under  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  we 
have  solemnly  bound  ourselves  to  Great  Britain 
(bat  we  shall  pay  to  our  own  States  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts  the  expenses  of  their  civil  posse 
and  their  survey,  and  also  the  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  consideration  of  their  assent  to  the 
new  line  of  boundary.  On  the  face  of  the  treaty, 
then,  these  two  States  have  been  restored  to  the 
protection  of  England,  so  far  as  the  payment  of  this 
money  is  concerned.  England,  under  the  treaty, 
would  be  bound  to  demand  and  enforce  its  pay- 
ment against  the  United  States;  and  thus  we  have 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign  nation  the  power 
to  interfere  in  behalf  of  two  States  of  this  Union 
against  their  own  Federal  Government.  Lord 
Ashburton  himself  thus  construed  the  treaty;  be- 
cause, on  the  9th  August,  he  addressed  a  note  to 
Mr.  Webster,  asking  him  to  state  that  the  British 
Government  should  incur  no  responsibility  on  ac- 
count of  this  engagement;  and  to  this  Mr.  Web- 
ster assented. 

Now,  sir,  I  know  full  well  that  neither  Maine 
nor  Massachusetts  would  ever  have  invoked,  under 
any  circumstances,  the  interposition  of  the  British 
Government  to  compel  that  of  the  United  States 
to  pay  this  money;  but  yet,  on  the  face  of  the  trea'ty, 
their  right  to  pursue  such  a  course  is  a|}parent. 
This  treaty  will  be  bound  up  in  collections  of 
treaties,  without  the  accompany mg  correspondence; 
and  the  disgraceful  fact  will  appear,  without  any 
explanation,  that  we  have  bouBu  ourselves  to  Eng- 
land that  we  shall  observe  good  faith  towards  two 
of  the  members  of  our  own  confederacy.  In  order 
that  we  may  appear  fair  upon  the  lecord,  I  shall, 
at  the  proper  time,  move  to  strikeout  this  stipula- 
tion, which  ought  never  to  have  been  inserted  in 
the  treaty;  and  leave  these  States  in  form,  as  well 
as  in  fact,  to  their  remedy^  against  the  General 
Government.  I  cannot  anticipate  any  opposition 
to  such  a  motion. 

Before  I  leave  this  branch  of  the  subject,  permit 
me  to  remark  that  I  disclaim  an^  imputation  of  im- . 
proper  motives  to  the  commissioners  of  Maine  in 
regard  to  their  conduct.  On  the  contrary,  I  enter- 
tain the  highest  respect  for  one  and  all  of  them. 
They  have  b.;en  led  on,  step  by  step,  to  the  con- 
summation at  which  the]^  arrived;  when  I  firmly 
believe  that,  if  the  proposition  to  which  they  finally 
gave  their  reluctant  ootiditional  assent  had  been 
presented  to  them  at  the  first,  in  all  its  naked 
deformity,  they  would  have  repelled  it  as  an  insult 
to  the  patriotic  and  gallant  State  oi  which  they 
were  the  honored  representatives. 

I  have  now  reached  the  Northwestern  boundary 
question j  which  is,  by  far,  the  most  dangerous  and 


important  question  between  the  two  nations. 
Wnen  Lord  Ashburton  arrived  in  this  countiy, 
as  the  harbinger  of  peace,  decUiring  himself  to 
have  been  chaiged  with  full  powers  to  negotiate 
and  settle  all  matters  in  discussion  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  England,  we  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  boundary  question,  in  its  whole  extent, 
both  in  the  northeast  and  the  northwest,  would  have 
been  finally  adjusted  by  the  negotiators.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  confident  expectatiTJn,  my  friend 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Linn]  ceased  to  urge  his  bill 
to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  lest  it  might  in- 
-juriouslv  interfere  with  the  pending  negotiations. 
But  what  has  been  the  catastrophe!  Our  North- 
western boundary  not  only  forms  no  part  of  the 
treaty,  but  is  not  even  mentioned  or  alluded  to  in 
the  correspondence.  We  have  a  correspondence 
on  the  case  of  the  Creole,  on  the  case  of  the  Caro- 
line, and  on  the  doctrine  of  impressment;  but  Mr. 
Webster  has  never  addressed  aline  to  Lord  Ash- 
burton against  the  encroachments  of  Great  Britain 
on  that  vast  region  of  our  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  The  only  allusion  which  has 
been  made  to  the  subject,  is  in  the  President's  mes- 
sage transmitting  the  treaty  to  the  Senate.  He 
merely  slates  that,  /'aAer  sundry  informal  commu- 
nications with  the  British  minister  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  claims  of  the  two  countries  to  territory 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  so  little  probability 
was  found  to  exist  of  coming  to  any  agreement 
upon  that  subject  at  present,  that  it  was  not  thought 
expedient  to  make  it  one  of  the  subjects  of  formal 
negotiation,  to  be  entered  upon  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  the  British  minister,  as  part  of  his 
duties  under  his  special  mission." 

"It  was  not  thought  expedient  to  make  it  one  of 
the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation !"  We  shall  not, 
then,  even  enjoy  the  miserable  privilege  of  the 
vanquished; — by  allour  sacrifices,  we  have  not  even 
purchased  our  peace.  In  all  human  probability, 
this  question  will  never  now  be  settlea  without  a 
war,  or  without  a  surrender  to  Great  Britain  of  the 
whole  Oregon  Territory  north  of  the  Columbia 
river,  and  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  her  lust  of 
dominion  will  be  satisfied  with  such  a  concession. 
Nay,  more;  we  have  not  even  purchased  a  moment- 
ary tranquillity;  because  the  danger  is  impending, 
and  before  the  close  of  the  next  session  of  Congress 
we  shall  probably  determine  to  take  possession  oft  his 


territory.  In  that  event,  it  will  be  almost  impossible 
to  prevent  collision  between  the  two  powers  in  this 
remote  region. 

If  "so  little  probability  was  found  to  exist  of 
coming  to  any  agreement  on  that  subject  at  pres- 
ent," what  ground  is  there  for  hope  in  the  future! 
If  Great  Britain,  when  under  the  pressure  of  two 
expensive  and  disastrous  wars  in  Asia,  with  a  rev- 
enue inadequate  to  her  expenditures,  and  a  popula- 
tion on  the  verv  verge  of  rebellion — ^and  this,  too, 
at  the  moment  sne  was  eagerly  intent  on  territorial 
acquisition  from  us  in  Maine — asserted  claims  so 
unreasonable  to  our  territory  on  theColumbia  as  to 
remove  all  probability  that  they  could  be  adjusted, — 
what  can  we  expect  hereafter,  having  surrendered 
the  vantage  ground'}  The  prospect  ahead  is  in- 
deed gloomy.  It  matters  not  that  our  title  is  clear, 
for  it  is  not  clearer  than  it  was  to  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory in  Maine.  It  matters  not  that  both  by  dis- 
covery and  by  cession  we  are  entitled  to  all  the  re- 
gion watered  by  the  Columbia  and  its  tributaries. 
Great  Britain  has  fixed  her  heart  upon  it,  and 
will  now  never  peaceably  abandon  it,  unless  under 
the  pressure  of  future  misfortunes.  She  has  al- 
ready taken  permanent  possession  of  the  country 
north  of  the  river,  through  the  agency  of  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Fur  Company.  She  has  established 
forts,  built  ships,  cultivated  the  soil,  introduced 
domestic  animals,  erected  mills,  and  done  every- 
thing to  indicate  that  she  means  never  to  abandon 
it.  She  ha^  long  been  in  the  exclusive  enjoy- 
ment of  the  valuable  fur-trnde  of  these  regions, 
and  has  by  this  means  acquired  an  influence  over 
the  Indians,  which  would  enable  her  at  any  moment 
again  to  lei  them  loose  upon  our  defenceless  fron- 
tiers. Besides,  the  xtiouth  of  the  Columbia  is  one 
of  those  commanding  commercial  positions,  which 
it  has  ever  been  her  policy  to  acquire — ^peaceably  if 
she  could,  but  forcibly  if  she  must.  And  yet  we 
are  told  by  the  President  that  it  was  not  tnou;?ht 
expedient  to  make  this  one  of  the  subjects  of  the 
late  negotiation ! 

With  what  irresistible  power  might  Mr.  Webster 
have  urged  upon  Lord  Ashburton  tne  settlement  of 
our  Noithwestem  boundary !    He  might  have  said 
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to  him,  "You  came  here  as  the  messenger  of  peace, 
to  settle  all  the  questions  m  dispute  between  us. 
I  have  consented,  on  your  \irgent  solicitation,  that 
none  of  these  questions  shall  be  adjusted,  except 
that  of  the  boundary  between  the  two  nations.  But 
shall  we  not  seule  the  whole  boundary  1  Is  it  rea- 
sonable or  just  that  we  should  surrender  to  you  all 
you  desire  on  the  northeast,  whilst  yon  refuse 
even  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  for  the  settlement 
of  the  boundary  on  the  northwest?  You  s^  that 
permanent  peace  and  friendship  between  the  two 
nations  is  your  heart's  desire;  why,  then,  leave  a 
question  unsettled,  which  contains  within  itself  the 
germs  which  may  produce  war  at  no  distant  periodi 
This  is  a  question  of  much  greater  importance  to 
the  two  nations,  and  consequently  of  a  much  more 
dangerous  character,  than  that  in  relation  to  the 
Northeastern  boundary.  If,  therefore,  you  will 
have  the  Northeastern  boundary  establisned  accord^ 
ing  to  your  wishes,  we  must  also  insist  that  the 
Northwestern  boundary  shall  be  defined.  This  is 
the  only  security  which  either  nation  can  possess 
for  permanent  peace  and  good  neighborhood.  The 
settlement  of  the  one  question  shall  be  the  condi- 
tion of  the  settlement  otihe  other."  In^ead  of  this, 
we  have  given  to  England  all  she  demanded  on 
the  northeast,  where  we  are  the  stronger  power; 
and  leA  the  boundary  unsettled  on  the  northwest, 
where  we  ere  the  weaker.  We  have  failed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  most  propitious  moment 
which  has  ever  occurred  for  adjusting  this  dan- 

ferous  question  on  fair  and  honorable  term^  and 
fear  we  are-  destined  to  reap  the  bitter  fruits  of 
our  own  folly. 

Besides,  by  dividing  that  portion  of  the  territory 
of  Maine  with  England,  simply  because  England 
persisted  in  declaring  that  it  was  disputed  territory, 
(although  every  Senator  will  admit  there  was  no 
serious  caase  for  dispute,)  we  have  established  a 
precedent  under  which  she  will  be  emboldened  to 
make  equally  unreasonable  demands  upon  us  in 
the  northwest.  With  nations,  as  with  individuals, 
obsia  principiis  is  a  wise  maxim.  Resist  the  first 
encroachments  with  manly  firmness,  and  future  al« 
tempts  will  not  be  made.  Above  all  other  nations, 
this  is  true  in  regard  to  England,  who,  in  her  for- 
eign policy,  has  never  failed  to  make  one  conces* 
sion  the  ground  of  demanding  another.  You  can 
never  propitiate  her  by  yielding.  A  determined 
spirit  and  a  bold  front  are  necessary  to  obtain  from 
her  both  respect  and  justice. 

But  what  will  be  the  effect  of  concluding  a  treaty 
with  England,  in  which  no  mention  has  been  made 
of  our  righteous  claim  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  of  which  she  now  enjoys  the  pos- 
session, especially  when  there  has  been  no  assertion 
of  our  right  in  the  course  of  the  correspondence^  I 
shall  purposely  waive  the  discussion  oi  this  branch 
of  the  su^ect,  with  the  single  remark — ^thaithiscir* 
cumstance  must  operate  to  our  prejudice  in  any  fcK* 
ture  negotiation.  In  any  view  of  the  subject,  it  was 
the  duty  Of  Mr.  Webster  to  have  insisted  upon  the 
settlement  of  this  question,  and  to  have  demonstra« 
ted  our  right,  not  only  to  the  territory  washed  by 
the  waters  of  the  Columbia,  but  to  the  parallel  of 
&4°  4(K  north  latitude,  in  that  clear  and  forcible 
manner  for  which  he  is  distinguished  when  advo- 
cating the  cause  of  truth  and  justice.  Had  this 
course  been  pursued,  we  should  at  least  have  been 
presented  wtlh  the  present  views  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
claim.  If  nothing  more  could  have  been  obtained, 
we  might  have  bad  a  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  would  have  shown  to  the  people  of  this 
country  what  would  be  the  probable  conduct  of 
England  hereafler.  Being  thus  forewarned,  we 
might  have  been  forearmed.  But  we  are  now  left 
entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  the  nature  of  her  preten- 
sions. We  have  received  no  intimation  of  the 
character  of  "the  sundry  informal  communica- 
tions with  the  British  minister  on  the  subject,"  to 
which  the  President  alludes;  and,  like  all  the  other 
personal  conferences  between  the  negotiators,  they 
are  buried  in  oblivion,  without  any  written  memo- 
rial lo  mark  their  character. 

I  have  thus  concluded  all  I  had  intended  to  say 
upon  this  treaty.  I  cannot  vote  for  its  ratification 
without  doing  violence  to  my  own  conscience  and 
my  most  cherished  principles.  Nor  am  I  to  be 
driven  from  my  propriety  by  the  dread  of  war.  I 
do  not  apprehend  inat  war  would  be  the  conse- 
quence or  our  refusal  to  ratify  this  treaty.  Lord 
Ashburton  himself  has  everywhere  alluded  to 
another  arbitration  as  the  alternative  of  a  failure 
of  success  in  the  negotiations.    If  another  arWf^ 
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should  even  make  an  award  as  unfavorable  to  this 
coontry  as  the  terms  of  the  present  treaty — an  event 
which  I  should  not  antfbipaie — still  we  could  sub- 
mit to  his  award  without  forfeiting  our  own  self- 
respect.  There  would  have  been  no  national  deg- 
radation in  submitting  to  the  award  of  the  King  of 
the  Netherlands;  but  verv  different  is  the  case 
when  we  ourselves  surreuoer  toEIagland  even  more 
than  he  had  bestowed  upon  her,  after  having,  for  so 
many  years,  resisted  this  award. 

But  suppose  war  should  be  the  inevitable  result! 
There  is  one  calamity  still  worse  than  even  war 
itself;  and  that  is,  national  dishonor.  The  volun- 
tary restoration  to  Great  Britain  of  any  portion  of 
the  sacred  soil  "ot  the  old  thirteen,"  which  the3r  had 
wrested  from  her  dominion  by  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence, without  any  corresponding  equivalent  in 
territory,  is  an  event  without  a  parallel  in  our  past 
history;  and  1  trust  in  Heaven  that  our  future  an* 
nals  may  never  be  disgraced  by  a  similar  occur- 
rence. We  might  have  yielded  this  with  honor,  in 
obedience  to  the  award  of  a  sovereign  arbiter,  chosen 
under  the  provisions  of  the  tteaty  of  Ghent;  but  we 
can  never  yield  it,  without  national  disgrace,  to  the 
imperious  demand  of  that  haughty  power.  In  ex- 
pressing myself  thus  independently,  I  am  far,  very 
for,  from  intending  to  impeach  the  motives  of  Sen- 
ators who  are  friendly  to  the  treaty.  I  know  and 
appreciate  the  purity  and  patriotism  of  their  inten- 
tions, and  sincerely  regret  that  mv  own  sense  of 
duty  compels  me  to  differ  so  widely  from  them. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  REYNOLDS, 

OF  ILLINOIS. 
/n  the  Bouse  of  RepresenUUives,  January  30, 1843 — 
On  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
Territory. 

Mr.  Chaibmam  :  The  subject  immediately  before 
the  committee  is  my  proposition  to  appropiiate  mo- 
ney for  a  military  survey  of  the  route  from  the 
Ooancil  Bltiffs,  on  the  Missouri  river,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  river.  In  the  discossion  of  this 
Kubjeel,  the  right  of  the  Go?ernment  to  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  the  propriety  of  oceupytag  and 
settling  it,  must  be  considered.  It  would  be  ri- 
dioolotts  to  make  a  survey  to  a  country  that  did 
not  appertain  to  the  United  Stales. 

I  am  clearly  satisfied  that  no  part  or  section  of 
the  Union  can  be  claimed  and  held  with  a  more 
complete  and  perfect  tiJe  than  the  Oregon  Territo- 
ry. The  right  and  title  of  the  United  States  to  this 
Territory  can  be  maintained  and  established  on 
such  a  permanent  bai>is,  that  1  never  read  or  heard 
the  least  doubt  expressed  by  any  American  to  the 
contrary.  All  the  public  fntctionarie s  of  the  coun- 
try, from  the  days  of  Jefferson  to  the  present  time, 
and  all  the  btatcsmen,  no  m^  tier  to  what  particu- 
lar political  party  they  may  belong,  have  all,  with- 
out one  dissenting  voice,  agreed  on  this  proposi- 
tion—that  the  Oregon  Territory,  of  right,  ii*  a  part 
and  parcel  of  the  United  State.*, 

On  the  the  llih  of  May,  1793,  Captain  Robert 
Gray,  of  Boston,  in  the  command  of  the  ship  Co- 
lumbia, was  the  first  civilized  white  man,  with  his 
ship^  crew,  who  entered  the  Colombia  river.  He 
named  the  river  "Columbia,"  in  honor  of  his  ship. 
The  whole  civilized  world,  with  one  accord,  grant 
the  honor  to  this  enterprising  Yankee  and  his  com- 
panions ot  being  the  first  actual  discoverers  of  the 
Oregon.  Various  navigators  may  have  coasted 
tlocg  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  and  have 
seen  the  land  from  their  ships  long  before  the  dis- 
eovery  of  Captain  Gray;  but  none  prentend  to  have 
entered  the  Columbia  river,  or  to  have  taken  pos« 
session  of  the  country,  before  the  11th  of  May, 
1793.  Tbit  discovery  alone,  without  any  other 
title  whatever,  would,  according  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions as  recognised  by  the  highest  tribunals  in 
the  United  Statei,  give  to  the  Government  a 
perfect  right  to  all  the  country  watered  by  the  Co- 
lumbia river.  In  addition  to  this  title,  which  of 
itself  ii  valid,  we  have  all  the  right  and  title  which 
both  France  and  Spain  had  to  this  same  country. 
And  either  of  the  claims  of  the  abovementioned  na- 
tions is  infinitely  better  than  the  vague  and  uncer- 
tain pretensions  set  up,  of  only  recent  date,  by 
Great  Britain  to  the  Oregon  Ttrrttory. 

By  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  the  United  Stales 
obuined  all  the  right  and  tille  which  either  France 
or  Spain  ever  bad  to  the  oooatry  in  question.    The 


treaty  of  Uirecht,  which  was  ratified  between 
France  and  (j^reat  Britain  >n  the  year  1713,  estab- 
li.'-hed  the  permanent  boundary  between  the  posses- 
sions of  the  two  nations  on  the  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, which  was  a  line  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  extending  indefinitely  west  on  the  49 ih 
degree  of  north  latitude.  In  this  treaty,  there  was 
no  agreement  that  this  boundary  line  was  to  stop  at 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  thus  to  leave  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  mouniaios  subject  to  future  contro- 
versy to  settle  the  boundaries.  1  he  plain  common- 
sense  meaning  of  ibis  treaty  is,  that  iMs  line,  run- 
ning west  on  the  49th  degree  of  north  latitodefiom 
the  Lal^e  of  the  Woods,  must  be  extended  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  thereby  separating  the  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain  on  the  north  from  those  of 
France  on  the  south.  On  the  cession  of  Lonisiana 
by  France,  the  United  States  became  a  party  to  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  bold  the  country  extending 
to  the  Pacific  ocean  on  the  south  of  the  49th  degree 
of  latitude,  in  as  ample  manner  as  France  pos- 
sessed the  rame. 

By  the  iresty  of  the  23J  February,  1819,  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States,  the  boundary 
line  was  established  from  the  Arkansas  ri? er,  on 
latitude  43  degrees  north,  ezicndiog  west  to  the 
ocean;  Spain  relinquishing  all  her  claim  to  the  ter- 
ritory ttonh  of  thi4  line  to  the  United  States,  and 
reserving  the  country  somh  to  herself.  The  Mexi- 
can Government,  in  a  subsequent  treaty,  recog- 
nised the  said  boundary  line,  which  is  >he  unques- 
tioned boundary  of  the  United  States  on  the  south. 

In  1803,  Thomas  JefTerson,  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  recommended  to  Congress  an  explo- 
ration of  the  Oregon  Territory  to  the  Pacific  ocean; 
and  on  his  recommendation,  an  act  of  Congress 
was  passed  for  this  object;  the  result  of  which  was, 
the  celebrated  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  over 
this  country  to  ihe  ocean  in  1804  ai?d  1805.  The 
country  was  taketi  and  possessed  by  the  United 
Stales,  without  any  murmur  or  complaint  to  the 
contrary  by  any  other  nation.  The  whole  people 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Government  being 
fully  convinced  of  the  ownership  of  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, John  Jacob  Astor,  knowing  this  fact,  in 
1811  made  a  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  and  was  in  peaceable  possession  of  the 
country,  with  the  approbation  of  the  United  States; 
when,  in  1813  the  British  Government  dispossessed 
him,  and  occupied  the  country.  On  the  6th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1816,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
most  formal  maLuer,  on  the  premises,  delivered  the 
country  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States.  In  per- 
forming this  solemn  and  official  act  of  the  British 
Government,  there  is  not  one  word  of  reservation, 
or  mention  of  the  claim  of  that  Government  to  the 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  all  these  facta,  and  many  more 
which  1  have  not  enumerated,  establishing,  conclu- 
sively, the  right  and  title  of  the  United  States  to 
this  Territory,  being  known  to  the  public  ofiteers  of 
the  Government,  they  have  all  unanimously  arrived 
at  the  conclusion,  that  the  Oregon  Territory  ia  an 
iniegral  part  of  ihe  Union.  Not  only  have  all  the 
Presidents,  including  Jefferson,  down  to  the  present 
time,  who  have  mentioned  the  subject,  but  also  all 
the  o'her  high  functionaries  of  the  Government, 
together  with  the  reports  of  various  intelligent 
committers  of  Congress,  with  one  accord,  agreed 
on  this  subject;  but  Congress  itself,  by  a  solemn 
act,  in  1803,  authorizing  the  expedition  of  Lewj; 
and  Clarke  to  explore  this  country,  has  expressed 
the  opinion  of  the  nation  on  this  subject,  and  such 
opinion  as  the  people  will  most  cheerfully  maintain, 
even  unto  war,  if  necessary. 

No  other  nation  except  the  English  claim  any 
right  or  tjtle  whatever  to  the  Oregon  Territory; 
and  they  have  only,  within  a  few  years,  set  up  their 
claim,  without  any  shadow  of  right. 

The  settlement  of  the  country  by  Astor  and 
other  enterprising  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cited the  cupidity  and  jealousy  of  the  British;  and 
then,  and  not  before,  we  hear  of  the  first  English 
claim  to  this  country. 

It  is  true,  that  our  Gk>yernment,  by  the  conven- 
tion of  1618,  agreed  wtth  Great  BriUin,  *Hhat  any 
country  that  may  be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the 
norihweat  coaat  of  America,  westward  of  t^  Stony 
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Mountains,  shal',  together  with  iti  harbors,  biyg. 
and  creeks,  and  the  navigation  of  ail  riven  wiib^ 
the  same,  be  fiee  and  open,  for  the  term  of  tea 
years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  tbe  preset 
convention,  to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of 
the  two  powers:  it  being  well  noderstood  t^a(  thii 
agreement  is  not  to  be  ccnstrued  to  tbe  preiadieeof 
any  claim  which  either  of  tbe  eonttaeiini  ptitiei 
may  have  to  any  of  the  said  conntry."  By  a  ssb* 
sequent  convention,  the  term  ottea  yesn  visia. 
definitely  extended,  with  the  provision  ibat eiiher 
party,  on  giving  to  the  other  twelve  moatki*  bO' 
tiee,  might  annol  the  agreement.  ' 

Under  this  treaty,  the  Biitish  Qovemttent,  by 
the  agency  of  the  Northwest  Par  Compaaj,  ban 
taken  possession  of  tbe  whole  cooDtrj,  and  now 
occupy  it  by  various  forts,  plantations,  and  almoa 
ail  tbe  improvements  that  are  to  be  foaod  in  aay 
well-regulated  community. 

The  following  is  from  the  journal  of  Mr.  Spald- 
ing, who  passed  from  tbe  Mississippi  to  the  moaib 
of  the  Columbia,  in  1837,  with  his  wife:  ''Doeior 
McLaughlin^s  farm  is  the  largest  on  tbe  Colambia 
river,  and  produced  last  year  4,500  bosbcbof 
wheat,  4.000  bushels  of  peas,  1,700  bubels  o( 
barley,  1,500  bushels  of  oats;  potatoes  oot  gatb* 
erec;  corn  but  little;  homed  cattle,  750;  swine,  400; 
with  from  200  to  300  horses.  Hehasaaw-aill 
and  a  flouring-mill*'  This  is  but  one  single  otab- 
liahment  in  tbe  Oregon  Territory,  amongst  muy 
others  that  I  might  mention;  which  will  sbow  lo 
what  extent  ihe  country  is  occupied  by  a  ponr 
without  the  least  shadow  of  right  whatever.  A  great 
number  of  forts  is  established  throoghout  tbe  con* 
try,  and  garrisoned  with  adequate  forces. 

The  Northwest  Company,  under  tbe  patroDsge 
of  the  British  Goyernment,  has  not  only  monopo- 
lized the  whole  trade  of  ihis  region  of  coQDiry,iiul 
occupied  it  to  the  eiclosion  of  tbe  AoeriaDs, 
but  has  extended  over  it  a  kind  of  Tmitotial 
Government  by  the  officers  and  power  of  tbe  Fat 
Company.  Not  content  with  this  lioiied  Go?em- 
ment,  an  act  of  Parliament  was  passed  in  tbe  reign 
of  George  IV»  extending  the  jarisdietionoftbe 
courts  of  Canada  over  the  territory  of  Oregon. 

One  encroachment  afrer  another  is  going  oa  in 
such  rapid  succession  in  ttiis  territory,  ihit  we  can 
scarcely  keep  pace  with  them.  Not  only  ban  tbe 
American  rights  in  soil  and  property  been  sbaoif- 
fully  abused  and  trampled  under  foot  by  tbe  Brit- 
ish Government,  but  more  than  one  tboosand  of 
our  enterprising  citlxens,  traders,  and  trappers,  bin 
been  murdered  by  the  English,  thronghtbcinstn- 
mentality  of  the  Indians,  whom  they  coatioL 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated  tbe  prominent 
leading  facts  on  which  the  nation  calls  alond  for 
action.  Are  we  so  craven  and  reereaat  io  spirit, 
that  we  will  remain  quiet  and  see  Eogiind  rob  ns 
ofoor  acknowledged  righi^?  or  are  we  wanting  in 
patriotism  and  courage  to  defend  onr  soiil  We 
are  oompelled  to  act,  or  lose  the  oonniiy.  H  w 
yield  to  British  audacity  and  usarpatioD,  in  tbe 
case  of  the  Oregon  Territory,  where  will  it  stop? 
Has  Great  Britain  any  bounds  to  heroormpi  am- 
bitioni  She  would  be  pleased,  above  nil  ibingi, 
to  check  the  growing  power  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  humble  under  her  feet  the  stars  and  stripes 
of  this  Republic.  Great  Britain  despises  and  ba» 
tbe  United  States  with  the  same  fierce  malignity 
which  actuated  her  in  the  Revolntionaiy  war 
against  the  Americans.  That  proud  nation,  to  tbii 
day,  considers  us  her  rAeU,  and  that  the  United 
States  of  right  ought  to  be  a  part  and  pireel  of  tbe 
British  empire.  Her  orators  and  poblie  jonnuk 
at  the  seat  of  Government  proclaim  alond  ibat 
**the  Republic  of  the  United  States  is  an  expcriDaat 
in  Government  that  cannot  succeed.  The  people 
(they  say>  have  not  virtoe  or  intelligenee  no- 
cient  to  maintain  free  and  self-governoent." 

But  look  at  the  acts  t>f  the  British  Government 
towards  us,  which  speak  louder  than  words.  Com* 
pare  her  official  conduct  with  that  of  other  naiiiDS, 
in  regard  to  the  United  States.  Is  there  nny  na« 
tion  who  encroaches  on  onr  territoiy,  mnrders  on 
citizens,  liberates  the  slaves  of  the  United  States, 
or  impresses  onr  seamen,  but  Eogiand?  Wbat 
nation,  except  Great  Britain,  wotld  dare  to  ex- 
cite ita  aahjecla,  and  the  faoatics  of  the  UaAed 
Stales,,  to  liberate  the  stoves  ia  ibe  Soaihera  MH 
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And  jet,  strange  to  say,  there  is  a  class  of  people 
in  the  United  Stales,  knowing  ail  these  fact^, 
still  friendly  to  Oreat  Britain  and  the  British 
Uoyernment.  These  people  call  the  Engliib- their 
itar  kindrtft,  speaking  the  same  iangnage,  and  en- 
joying  the  same  religion.  They  bait  Bogland  as 
the  mother  coantry;  which  same  onnatnral  mother 
has  been  trying  for  generations  past  to  enslave 
and  destroy  her  American  children.  Some  of  ihe*  e 
Anglo-American  cbiidren  are  so  ba^e  and  recreant 
in  principle,  that  they  would  willicgly  sacrifice 
their  rights  and  liberties  as  freemen  to  ihe  domin- 
ion of  the  dior  mother  country »  These  rascals 
0Q|!bt  to  be  whipped  naked  round  ihe  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  delay  to  assert  and  maintain  our 
rights  in  the  Oregon  Terntory  with  such  a  nation, 
Will  secure  the  exclusive  posi>ession  of  the  territory 
to  England.  A  delay  on  this  subject  will  either 
lose  ns  the  territory,  or  we  will  be  forced  to  wrest 
it  out  of  British  hands  by  war,  shonld  England 
compel  as  to  defend  the  Oregon  Territory  by  force 
of  arm.s.  We  dare  not  permit  that  nation  to  wrest 
from  ns  any  the  smallest  porti-.n  of  the  territory. 
No  American  will  ever  lay  down  his  arms,  while 
any  hostile  in?ader  remains  on  the  soil  of  freemen. 
Is  it  not  better,  therefore,  to  interpose  the  friendly 
remedy  of  tijntly  potiMii^n,  than  to  be  loiced,  at  a 
subsequent  day,  to  take  the  country  at  the  muzzle 
of  the  cannon? 

If  we  had  the  joint  possession  of  this  territory  with 
any  other  nation  on  the  globe,  inac:ion  might  not 
be  fatal.  Bat  what  can  we  expect  from  England) 
After  a  controversy  for  fifty  or  sixty  years  with 
ibis  nation,  for  a  portion  of  oar  soil  in  the  eon- 
atitntional  limits  of  Allaine,  we  lost  it.  No  man  in 
the  Union  believes,  that  England  had  any  right  to 
the  territory  on  the  NAtheastern  boundary,  which 
i^he  hsLt  acquired  from  the  United  States  in  ihe  late 
treaty.  She  was  determined  to  have*  a  road  to 
connect  her  provinces  together,  and  she  bullied. the 
United  States  out  of  it.  She  presented  to  the  na- 
tion war,  or  a  cession  of  the  territory;  and  the 
Americans  tamely  consented  to  the  latter.  <*Di»> 
cietjon  is  the  better  part  of  valor.'*  War  with 
England,  or  a  ratification  of  the  treaty,  were  the 
alternatives  presented;  and  the  latter  was  agreed 
to.  Is  not  this  a  lesson  on  the  Oregon  question? 
At  any  time  wiihin  the  last  fifty  years,  we  might 
bare  settled  the  Northeastern  boundsry  question 
on  ihe  same  terms  as  it  was  adjusted  in  the  late 
treaty.  That  haughty,  overbearing  Government 
yielded  nothing,  but  held  on  with  the  same  na- 
tional pertinacity,  the  same  bullying  disposition, 
that  has  distinguished  her  character  for  ages  past, 
until  the  American  Senate,  in  direct  violation  to 
the  will  of  the  people,  co^isented  to  the  nnjast  pre- 
tensions  of  England,  and  ratified  a  treaty  that  is 
eondenaned  by  three^onrths  of  the  people.  Can 
we  expect  to  adjast  the  Oregon  question  by  nego- 
tiation with  England?  Can  we  expect  anything 
from  her  on  fair  and  honorable  principles?  or  can 
we  anticipate  jnstica  from  a  Government  that  will 
marder  and  destroy  our  sick  and  wounded  prison- 
ers, which  wavdone  in  the  late  wai?  This  is  the 
same  nation  that,  without  any  jnstcauee  whatever, 
has  overrun  and  plundered  a  great  part  of  Asia — 
has  subdued  China,  and  compelled  that  wretched 
and  miserable  race  of  men  to  pay  England  mil- 
lions and  millions  for  whipping  them.  Can  we>ex- 
prct  the  Oregon  to  be  restored  to  as  by  sach  a  na- 
tion, on  honorable  principles? 

Mr.  Chairman,  England  has  conquered,  pes- 
Fcssed,  and  colonized,  vastly  more  territory  on  this 
globe  than  any  other  nation.  Her  navy  is  almost 
omnipotent,  and  her4)ower  by  sea  and  land  is  the 
most  gigantic  that  ever  existed  on  earth.  She  pos- 
sesses, and  has  under  her  imperial  dominion,  a  great 
portion  of  North  America.  She  owns  great  posses- 
sions in  the  West  Indies,  fronting  the  United  States; 
and  hf  r  territory  extends  on  the  north  of  the  Union 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Rocky  mountains.  Now  she 
demands  the  Oregon  Territory,  so  that  her  pos- 
sessions may  be  continaous  and  complete  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean ;  and  she  has  the 
oahallowed  wickedness  to  believe  her  power  will 
secure  it  to  her. 

The  Oregon  Territory  would  be  to  England  a 
grand  acquisition.    It  would,  in  the  first  plac^. 
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the  United  Slates,  and  add  in  the  i'ame  proportion 
to  her  power,  as  it  would  detract  from  that  of  the 
Uoitfd  States.  By  possessing  the  Oregon,  and 
planting  a  colony  in  ii,  England  would  regulate 
and  control  the  trade  and  commerov,  not  only  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  America,  but  that  also  of 
the  Pacific  ocean  and  the  Bast  Indies.  God  forbid 
that  any  American  should  ever  s€e  EoglaLd  in  the 
exclnvive  possession  of  the  Oregon  Territurj!  This 
territory  Is  io  a  critical  situation.  It  }s  almost  in 
the  deadly  gra»p  of  the  general  and  universal 
robb«r  of  nations.  It  is  like  Dauiel  in  the  den  of 
lions;  and  I  hope  and  pr^y  that  the  same  heavenly 
power  that  saved  Daniel  in  olden  times,  may  also 
save  Oregon.  Is  it  not  right,  in  this  perilous  sit* 
nation,  whea  cur  own  soil  is  within  the  gra>>p  of 
unhallowed  power,  to  stretch  out  the  strong  arm 
of  the  nation,  and  save  the  victim  from  Briiis^ 
violatiOL?  Can  any  American,  who&e  heart.glows 
with  the  love  of  country,  remain  quiet,  and  see 
any  aation  rob  him  of  his  rights?  If  the  United 
Slates  are  reduced  in  patriotism,  and  nauonal 
honor  to  such  degradation,  as  not  to  defend  their 
own  ioU  from  British  usurpation,  and  British  au- 
dacity, they  are  unworthy  to  be  considered  any 
longer  a  nation  of  fieemen.  We  hope  for  better 
things  without  despondency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  violate  ao  treaty  or  con- 
vention to  occupy  thr!  Oregon  Territory  with  half 
a  million  of  people;  if  that  number  should  be 
.sent  there,  if  necessary,  to  keep  possession  against 
the  exclusive  occupation  of  England. 

The  same  honorable  sentiment  and  love  of  jus- 
tice  which  would  induce  the  Americans  to  defend 
their  own  rights,  would  cause  them  to  be  exact  and 
scrupulous  in  the  observance  of  all  treaties  and 
conventions  with  other  nations.  No  one  indi* 
vidual  in  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  this  con- 
federacy would  impair,  in  the  slightest  degree,  any 
agreement  made  with  England;  but  certainly  that 
nation  cannot  complain  of  our  performing  ia  the 
Oregon  Territory  what  they  them»elves  have  done. 
They  have  occupied  and  garrivoned the  country; 
ibey  have  planted  a  colony  in  it;  they  have  made 
improvements  of  various  descriptions,  and  have  in 
it  plantations,  mills,  slock,  &c.  They  have  not 
only  the  government  of  the  Northwest  Company 
extended  over  the  country;  but  the  Parliament  cf 
England  has  also  eoibraced  the  country  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  Canada.  What  care  wp  about 
their  complaints,  if  we  do  justice  to  them?  The 
United  States  having  been  visited  by  so  many  un- 
kind and  hoi^tile  acts  from  them,  will  care  but  lit- 
tle about  their  unjust  complaints.  The  Americans, 
in  doing  justice,  ought  to  care  but  little  to  offend 
England.  Can  it  be  seriousiy  contended  that  th ; 
United  Spates  dare  not  occupy  and  settle  the  Ore- 
gon Territory,  because  it  may  offend  England? 
This  is  foul  slander  on  the  American  cbaractsr. 
They  dare  do  in  coursge  what  is  within  the  power 
of  man  to  perform.  The  Americans  are  a  people 
young  and  energetic;  know  their  rights  and  dare 
dsfend  them,  no  matter  what  nation  may  be  of- 
fended. 

It  is  no  violation  of  the  convention  for  the  United 
States  to  encourage  emigration  to  the  Oiegoi^  Ter- 
ritory. There  is  no  prohibition  as  to  the  number 
of  Americans  who  may  occupy  and  settle  the  coun- 
try. Military  po&ts  may  be  established  in  it,  and  the 
country  settled  and  improved — ^as  we  see  is  done  by 
England-  Neither  is  it  any  infraction  of  the  agree- 
ment made  in  1818,  between  Great  Britain  aid 
the  United  States,  to  grant  lands  to  actual  settlers 
in  the  Oregon.  The  eoantry  is  **free  and  opcn'^  to 
the  snbjects  aixd  citizens  of  the  two  powers,  so 
that  the  rights  of  the  Americans  which  they 
have  to  occupy  and  possess  the  eoantry,  may  be 
confirmed  by  grant  of  lands  embracing  their  pos- 
sessions. Possession  is,  of  itself,  a  good  title  against 
unlawful  intrusions,  and  which  possession  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  be  bound  to  protect. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  impossible  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Oregon  to  exist  in  the  air.  They  must  oc- 
cupy a  space  on  the  mother  earth.  This  is  Na 
right — To  exist  and  have  a  place  on  earth — an 
American  citizen,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  country,  enjoys  throaghqpt  the  Union.  It  is 
also  his  right  in  Oregon,  because  the  convention 
ia- 


tegral  pan  cf  the  Union.  Possessing  this  right  of 
location  and  occopaiion  of  the  soil,  the  Govern* 
meni  giving  the  settler  a  donation  of  the  land  em- 
bracing his  location  and  ketilement,  neither  adds 
to  nor  diminikhea  his  possession  of  the  soil.  His 
possession  is 'the  same,  and  Eng  and  has  no  grounds 
of  complaint.  What  right  has  she  tojadge,  or 
complain, if  the  United  States  have,  or  have  not,  the 
power  to  make  grants  of  land  in  Oregon  to  actual 
settlers?  This  is  a  private  matter  between  ibe  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  her  own  citizens,  and  no  oth^r  na- 
tion has  any  power  or  righ>  to  interfere  in  our  do- 
mestic relations.  Have  we  any  right  to  interfere 
in  English  efi'airs,  and  restore  to  the  people  of  that 
country  their  rights,  of  which  the  Government  has 
deprived  them?  I  may  add,  moreover,  that  Eng- 
land cannot  complain  of  the  United  Stales  giving 
away  Us  oion  soil,  as  the  convention  is  express 
that  the  rights  of  the  parties  shall  remain  as  they 
were  before  the  convention  was  made;  and,  in  that 
case,  England  has  no  right  whatever  to  one  inch 
of  the  Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  concaive  it  oar  bounden  duly, 
on  various  considerations,  to  occupy  and  settle  the 
Oregon  Territory  at  the  prtMtnt  ftms.  Can  the 
United  States  igfiMnimoiM^y  abandon  her  rights  and 
territory  to  England?  and  will  it  not  promote  the 
national  honor  and  character  of  the  country,  to  oc- 
cupy and  settle  (he  Territory  of  Oregon?  I  con- 
sider the  United  States  the  asylum  for  the  oppress* 
ed  of  all  nations.  This  ttreat  Republic  was  not 
created  for  the  few  people  who  were  In  it  at  the  Rev* 
olation,  nor  for  the  few  who  are  note  in  it,  in  com- 
parison to  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  soqIs  who 
will  hereafter  exist  in  it.  Am  1  not  warranted  in 
these  statements  by  the  unparalleled  increase  of 
population  in  the  United  S'ates,  and  the  nnbound- 
ed  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  inhabitants 
since  the  Revolution?  Our  population  in  1790  was 
3,929,827;  and,  in  1840,  17,068,666.  This  in- 
crease of  13,t38,839  in  fifty  years,  will  astonish 
the  world,  and  furce  the  most  increduloos  to  be- 
lieve that  this  Republic  is  under  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  Providence.  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  continue  virtuous,  intelligent,  and  energetic, 
as  they  have  been — and  I  see  no  reasrn  to  doubt 
it— in  fifty  years  more  what  will  be  the  popalation 
of  the  Union?  At  least  fifty  millions  of  souls  will 
exii^t  in  the  United  States  in  1890.  Will  they  not 
require  the  extension  of  the  country  from  ocean  to 
ocean  for  their  comfortable  existence?  Is  it  not 
our  duty  to  do  all  ia  our  power  for  posterity? 
What  did  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution  do  for  as? 
We  inherited  from  them  the  finest  country  on  the 
globe,  and  the  principles  of  free  government,  im- 
bodied  in  a  Constitution  which  is  the  greatest  work 
of  man;  and  are  we  to  do  nothing  for  posterity  ia 
rs'.urn? 

It  is  conceded  that  the  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  will  operate  much 
better  over  a  large  territory  than  a  small  one.  Our 
representative  Government  will  never  be  so  per- 
manent and  solid  as  when  it  is  extended  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  If  I  were  permitted  to  in- 
dulge in  speculations  and  opinions,  I  would  say,  ia 
1890  the  United  States  will  possess  the  greater 
portion  of  North  America.  It  will  embrace  the 
British  possessions  on  the  North;  and  our  friend 
the  Texan  Government  would,  by  its  own  consent, 
compose  a  part  of  the  South.  We  would  then  see 
a  dense  and  happ;  population  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific,  and  the  seat  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment in  the  centre.  Large  cities  would  then  ex- 
ist on  the  Pacific  Ocean;  and  a  commerce  on  it 
nearly  equal  to  that  on  the  Atlantic.  This  is,  la 
my  opinion,  the  onward  march  of  the  United 
States  to  her  high  destiny,  which  no  foreign  nation 
can  arrest. 

The  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Oregon 
Territory  will  greatly  advance  the  immediate  in- 
terest of  the  United  States.  All  the  rich  furs  from 
the  Missouri  to  the  PaciBc  ocean  are  monopolized 
by  England.  The  Northwest  Fur  Company  im- 
port their  goods  direct  from  London  to  the  montli 
of  Columbia  river,  free  of  duty;  and  therefore  can 
undersell  the  Americans,  who  pay  daty  on  their 
merchandise.  This  company— which  is  so  power* 
ful  in  wealth,  numbers,  and  organization-^expels 
from  the  eoantry  ^\\  the  Aoericaiks  who  dan  * 


112 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBB: 


SZth  Coifa-*<-3D  Sk88. 


The  Exchequer — Mr.  ffinihrop. 


H'  of  RepB. 


compete  with  it  in  the  Itidian  trade.    Thus  it  has 
almost  monopolized  ibe  whole  trade. 

This  same  foreiga  company,  with  its  power  and 
•  infloenee,  is  capable  of  controiliog  almost  the 
whole  Indian  popnlatiun  in  North  America.  This 
comp'any  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  Briti&b  Qovem- 
ment,  and  possesses  an  increased  bhare  of  the  Brit- 
ish hatred  to  the  United  Slates.  With  its  power 
over  the  Indians,  and  with  their  sincere  and  hearty 
hatred  to  the  United  States,  it  could,  in  a  very 
short  time,  array  in  war  against  this  Government 
almost  all  the  Indians  in  North  America.  Fifty  or 
sixty  ihoQsand  Indian  warriors  England  could  pre- 
cipitate on  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Stales,  ex- 
tended as  they  are,  at  one  and  the  same  time !  This 
statement  is  not  idle  speculation,  but  it  is  fact.  Is 
not  this  a  powerful  reason  to  induce  the  United 
States  to  occupy  the  country,  and  thereby  save  the 
frontiers  from  ibe  fury  of  these  {^avage^? 

Mr.  Chairman,  other  commerce,  as  well  as  the 
Indian  trade,  will  be  benefited  by  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Oregon  Territory.  Our  commerce  with 
the  £a8t  Indies,  Peru,  Chili,  and  the  western  part 
of  Mexico,  will  all  be  advanced  and  improved. 
That  brave  and  enterprising  clasts  of  men  engaged 
in  the  whaie  fisheries  «ouid  then  have  a  station 
on  the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  where  they 
could  repair  their  vessels,  and  obtain  necc^varies  to 
'enable  them  to  prosecute  their  business  with  more 
rigor  and  advantage  to  themselves.  This  aid  from 
the  Government  is  due  this  hardy  race  of  men. 
JBvery  possible  inducement  sterns  to  me  to  exist  to 
cause  the  United  States  to  occapy  and  settle  the 
Oregon  without  delay.  Hundreds  and  thousands 
of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  Wesern  country,  and 
others,  aie  ready  to  embaik  in  this  enterprise,  if 
they  ate  protected  acd  sustained  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

These  emigrants  would  be  sober,  indnsirious, 
and  vii toons  citizens — not  that  wretched,  reckless 
class  of  people  who  are  willing  to  expatriate  them- 
selves, and  abandon  the  blessings  of  free  govern- 
ment for  lawless  anarchy.  They  would  still  re- 
main on  their  own  soil,  and  flourish  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  surs  and  stripes  of  their  native  land. 
They  would  carry  with  them  the  Bible,  the  press, 
and  the  ploughshare;  and  the  country  would  pros- 
per like  other  sections  of  the  Union.  These  set- 
tlers would  anticipate  from  ibe  Government  what 
others  have  received  under  similar  circa m.*- lances. 
They  would  expect  the  country  to  be  protected,  by 
military  posts,  from  the  insults  and  lawless  depre- 
daticns  of  the  Indians.  This  protectioiT  is,  at  this 
time,  extended  to  other  sections  of  the  Union. 
Such  government  and  laws  as  eii^t  over  oiher 
similar  sections  of  the  United  State.*,  shoaM  a!f  o 
govern  the  Oregon  Territory.  The  Territorial 
Government  of  Iowa  ouitht  to  be  extended  to  the 
Pacific  ocean;  and  such  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  and  of  the  United  States,  as  exist  at  this 
time  in  the  Territory,  should  also  prevail  in 
Oregon. 

One  other  inducement  to  emigrants  granted  by 
the  Government,  and  the  Oregon  is  immediately 
occupied  and  settled.  A  gram  of  six  huLdred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  to  evkty  ssetiler  who  will  re- 
main (  n  the  land  for  five  years,  will  be  the  watch- 
word for  emigration  to  flow  into  that  territory  in 
such  numbers,  that  the  country  will  be  densely 
populated  in  a  few  years.  The  Americans  are  a 
land-loving  people,  and  will  defend  it  with  the 
same  et^ergy  and  courage  which  tbey  use  to  ac- 
quire it. 

These  donations  of  land  are  common  to  be  made 
to  the  pioneers  of  all  new  countries.  The  first  set- 
tlers in  all  tbe  Western  country  had  donations  ot 
land  of  some  description  made  to  them;  and  why 
not  to  those  who  settle  Oregon?  AH  settlers  in 
Louisiana,  at  the  cession  of  1803,  who  occupied 
the  soil,  received  640  acres  of  land;  and  they  were, 
at  the  cession, subjects  of  another  Government.  Our 
citisens  emigrating  to  Oregon,  would  have  more 
claim  to  tbe  bounty  of  the  Gh>v«rnment,  than  the 
subjects  of  the  French  Government  in  Louisiana 
had  who  received  these  donations  in  1803  All 
heads  of  families  rending  in  the  Illinois  country, 
including  Indiana  and  Michigan,  in  the  year  1788, 
had  granted  10  them  a  donatien  of  400  acres  of 


land.    And  all  militiamen  who  were  in  the  same 
country  in  1791  had  100  aeies  granted  to  them. 

These  dona tiona  of  400  acres  remAioed  nnloca- 
ted  from  1768  to  1814,  and  then  were  received  in 
payment  for  lands  sold  at  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands. 

Donations  of  the  same  character  might  be  made 
to  those  residing  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  per- 
mit them  to  be  located  when  the  country  is  survey- 
ed and  brought  into  market.  This  would  obviate 
all  difficulty  with  those  who  consider  it  improper 
to  make  absolute  grants  at  this  time.  All  the 
men  under  Lewis  and  Clarke  received  donations  of 
land  for  their  meritorious  services  in  the  expedition 
to  the  Pacific;  and  why  not  give  the  same  to  set- 
tlers who  will  go  and  reside  there? 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  encouragements,  tiindered  to 
emigrants,  together  with  the  fine  country  of  Ore- 
gon, will  insure  its  speedy  settlement.  The  coun- 
try itself  is  enticiner.  It  is  the  finest  climate  in  the 
United  Stales.  The  temperature  is  more  equal 
than  any  other  section,  and  of  such  mild  character, 
that  winter  is  scarcely  known.  Live  stoek  re- 
main out  all  winter,  and  support  themselves  on 
the  grass.  The  country  is  also  extremely  healthy, 
Hod  in  many  parts  very  productive.  All  tbe 
grain  that  grows  in  the  United  Stales  also  thrivet 
well  in  Oregon.  The  timber  is  large  and  abun- 
dant, which  is  now  a  con»iderable  article  of  expor- 
tation by  the  Northwest  Fur  Company. 

It  is  so  manifestly  just  and  right  to  rccupy  and 
settle  the  Oregon  Territory,  that  I  should  consider 
it  my  duty,  representing  tbe  will  of  oiy  constitu- 
ents, to  urge  this  measure  on  the  consideration  of 
Congress  on  all  proper  occasions,  until  it  is  adopt- 
ed. Should  it  fail  at  this  Fession,  and  I  be  honored 
with  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress,  I  would  continue 
my  efforts,  humble  as  they  may  be,  until  the  Ore- 
gon is  occupi'>d  and  settled. 

Although  the  temper  and  character  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  are  for  peace;  and  although  the  Amer- 
ican form  of  Government  is  calculated  to  insurie 
that  blessing;^ and  although  the  United  States  have 
no  object  on  earth  to  induce  them  to  go  to  war 
against  any  nation, — ^yet  England  may  force  the 
Americans,  for  the  third  time,  to  take  up  arms 
against  their  old  and  inveterate  enemy.  That  Gov- 
ernment forced  us  to  be  free  in  the  revolutionarj 
war.  She  forced  the  United  States,  in  the  l.ste 
war,  to  assume  such. a  high  siand  in  the  republic 
of  nations  as  neither  party  anticipated;  and  new 
she  may  force  the  people  of  the  United  States  inio 
such  rage  and  fury  that  English  dominion  will  be 
expelled,  root  and  branch,  from  North  America, 
and  all  her  possessions  come  under  the  United 
States  Gtovemment.  Although  the  American  peo- 
ple love  honorable  peace,  yet  tbere  is  a  deep-rooted 
ha'red  resting  in  their  breasts  sgainst  the  usurpa- 
tions and  corrupt  ambition  of  tbe  British  Govern- 
ment, which  could  be  exeitrd  into  a  tempest  that 
would  sweep  everything  before  it. 

Should  England  be  so  unwise  and  so  wicked  as 
to  force  the  Americans  into  a  third  war  with  that 
naiioii,  the  young  anJ  prowin?  vigor  of  America 
may  shake  ttie  British  empire  to  the  centre.  Our 
country  is  unbounded  in  resources  and  wealth; 
while  the  other  is  enfeebled  with  old  age,  and  op- 
pressed with  tyranny.  One  is  free;  while  the 
people  of  the  other  are  laden  down  with  debts  and 
monarchy. 

America  can  continue  a  war  with  •  England  for 
ages  Under  the  pressure  of  war,  tbe  people  would 
uniie  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  become  in- 
vincible. An  army  of  five  hundred  thousand  sol- 
diers could  be  maintained  in  the  field;  while  a  suf- 
ficient population  would  remain  at  home  to  work, 
and  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country,  and  sus- 
tain the  war.  All  those  nations  whom  the  English 
hold  in  bondage  would  cheerfully  join  the  Ameri- 
can standard,  and  be  free.  The  Irish,  the  Asiatic, 
and  the  Chinese  nations  would  bound  with  joy  at 
I  he  arrival  of  the  happy  day  of  their  liberation 
from  British  tyranny.  The  Canadians,  our  near- 
est neighbors,  would  be  the  first  to  join  the  stars 
and  stripes,  and  taste  the  sweets  of  liberty.  France, 
our  natural  ally,  would  join  us  against  England; 
and  Ireland,  being  sustained  by  both  France  and 
America,  would  be  tie  first  to  take  vengeance  on 
England  for  the  many   crimes  ^md  oppressions 


which  she  has  inflicted  on  her,  for  maov  tatn. 
tions  past.  '  *  ^* 

These  fpecnlations  may  beceme  sober  leaiiiia. 
if  England  will  continue  to  inflict  on  the  Amt^ 
cans  those  cruelties  and  crimes  of  which  afae  Im 
been  guilty,  since  the  pilgrim  fathers  ^  laadtd 
on  tbe  Plymouth  rock.  It  is  for  Eogiaad  ud other 
nations  to  do  justice  to  ihe  Americaius  ud  the 
consequence  will  be  a  peace  of  eternal  daniioii. 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  distance  fromi  the  Wcuen 
settlements  to  the  Oregon  is  not  so  farasisgea. 
erally  supposed.  It  is  about  650  miles  from  the 
Council  Blufifs,  on  the  Missoori  river,  to  tkeUoeky 
Mountains,  and  600  from  the  mounuuas  to  the  H- 
eifie  ocean.  It  is  very  little  more  than  3.000  milei 
from  the  tide  water  in  the  Potomac,  to  the  tide 
water  of  the  Columbia  river.  The  eoaatrj  fron 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  to  the  Rocky  Moonttiiu,  is 
level  and  easily  traversed;  and  the  monoitiBithefl^ 
selves  pref ent  no  great  obstacles  to  travellers,  «ho 
cross  them  through  the  southern  passes,  U  a  few 
years,  when  the  route  from  the  Western  settle- 
ments is  belter  known,  and  more  trsTetled,  it  will 
not  be  more  difiicnlt  to  Journey  to  the  Oregon  Ttr* 
ritory,  than  it  was  once  to  travel  from  tbe  Minis- 
sippi  to  Philaielphia.  Delicate  females  ha?e  al- 
ready travelled  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Picifie,  orer 
the  mountains.  I  hope  the  subject  of  the  ocespa- 
tion  and  the  settlement  of  the  Oregoa  Territory 
may  be  seriously  considered  by  Congresi,  aad 
adopted  at  the  present  session. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  WINTHROP, 

OF  HA88ACHUBETT8. 
In  the  House  of  Represenialives,  January^,  1843.- 
On  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  that  (he  ezch^uer  plan  ought  not  to 
be  adopted. 

It  is  with  ho  little  relactance^  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
enter  into  this  debate.  There  is  a  well-remembe^ 
ed  proverb  of  Solomon,  that  "from  the  folness  of 
the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh."  I  confess^  sir,  that 
I  have  no  fulness  of  the  heart  to  speak  from,  in  re- 
lation to  the  questions  now  before  us.  Tbe  whole 
subject  of  the  currency  has  been  so  perplexed  and 
embarrassed  bv  the  deplorable  collisions  which 
have  occurred  between  tne  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  that 
no  man  can  approach  it  without  something  of  re- 
pugnance and  aversion. 

in  reference  to  this  subject  of  the  currency,  in- 
deed, we  have  been  tossed  to  and  fro  on  the  waves 
of  party  contention  for  almost  ten  years.  A  year 
or  two  since  we  were  flattered  with  the  belief  that 
we  were  coming  at  last  to  port;  bat  the  objects 
which  we  took  lor  Isj^d,  and  which  were  eagerlr 
and  joyously  hailed  as  such  from  the  mast-bead, 
turned  out  to  be  only  fresh  reefs  of  rock  across  oar 
course;  and  we  seem  to  be  now  as  far  as  erer,  or 
even  fiarther  than  ever,  flrom  the  haven  where  we 
would  be.  In  the  mean  time,  the  subject  itself,  as 
a  matter  of  public  discussion,  has  become  "as  stale 
as  the  remamder  biscuit  after  a  voyage." 

Gtuestions,  however,  seem  likely  to  be  taken  b^ 
fore  this  report  and  resolution  are  di^issed  of,  upon 
which  any  vote  that  one  may  give  will  he  so  ex- 
ceedingly liable  to  misconstruction,  that  I  cannot 
consent  to  forego  some  explanations  of  my  views. 
Repeated  chailen|;es  have  been  heard  in  this  ball 
for  oTu  man  to  rise  in  his  place  and  say  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  adopting  the  exchequer  plan,  as  origi- 
nally presented  to  us  by  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  I  am  not  about  to  respond  to  these  chal- 
lenges, or  to  take  up  the  gauntlet  which  has  ihtis 
been  thrown  down.  But  I  greatly  doubt  both  tbe 
}>o]icy  and  propriety  of  passing  the  pending  rtrsoio- 
tion;  and  if  compelled  to  giv^ray  vote  at  all,  that 
vote  will  be  in  the  neg[ative. 

Before  proceed  ing,lio  wever,  to  any  remarks  upon 
the  resolution  itself,  or  upon  the  report  by  which  it 
is  accompanied,  I  desire  t6  present  some  general 
views  on  the  subject-matter  involved  in  them. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  sir,  I  wish  to  express  the 
strong  sense  which  I  entertain  of  the  ohU^atioa 
which  is  resting  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  make  provision  by  law,  in  some  form  or 
other,  and  without  further  delay,  for  the  collection, 
custody,  and  disbursement  of  tne  nublic  moneys. 
How  is  it  with  these  moneys  nowl  Who  knows 
where  they  are  to  day ,  or  where  ihey  will  be  \o- 
morrowl  Who  kno^s  how  they  are  collected, 
how  they  are  kept,  ho  w  they  are  (Ushtirsedl  Who  ■ 
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does  Bot  know  that  they  are  collected,  kept,  and  dis- 
l)ar8ed  under  the  almost  entirely  unregulated  and 
discretionary  authority  of  the  Executive?  There  is 
a  section  or  two  o£  an  old  law  of  |789,  and  there  is 
^  amendatory  act  of  182;d^boin  of  them  exceed- 
iiilfty  loose  in  their  laDguag«>  &nd  indefinite  in 
their  import^  and  there  is  also  the  resolution  of 
1816.  The  first  of  these  acts  merely  makes  it  the 
ilaty  of  the  Treasurer  of  Che  United  States  to  re* 
4:eive  and  keep  the  public  moneys,  and  to  disburse 
ibesame  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  leaving  all  the  subordinate  agencies 
through  which  the  receipts  and  payments  of  this 

{^reat  nation  are  to  be  conducted,  entirely  without 
egai  specification  or  selection.  The  second  of  them 
relates  mainly  to  moneys  appropriated  for  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  and  supplies  none  of  the  de- 
fects of  thb  previous  act;  and  the  resolution  of 
1816  prescribe  only  the  m.edium  in  which  the  pub- 
lic revenue  shall  he  collected.  These  comprise  all 
the  law  there  is  on  the  subject.  These  are  the  dU- 
jeUa  flKm^o— 4be  dry  and  detached  bones-^of  our 
existing  fiscal  system;  and  it  is  left  to  Executive 
construction  to  knit  them  together  as  it  can,  and  to 
clothe  them  with  what  body  it  pleases.  The  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  admits  all 
this,  and  declares  that,  since  the  late  vetoes  of  the 
President,  "thelpublie  moneys  have  remained  in 
the  hands  ot  ofiicers  appointed  by  the  Executive, 
without  any  definite  regulation  by  law." 

Foe  one,  1  cannot  feel  that  my  duty  to  the  codn- 
try,  as  one  of  its  i^umblest  Representatives,  is  dis- 
charged, in  leaving  this  discretion  longer  uncheck.- 
«d.  Do  gentlemen  tell  me  that  we  have  tried  twice 
to  accomplish  this  object,  and  tbat  our  efforts  have 
twice  been  defeated  by  the  interposition  of  Execu- 
tive vetoes'}  Sir,  I  ^m  no  vindicator  of  those  ve- 
toes, and  no  ajpologist  for  them  in  any  d^ree.  I 
join  as  heartily  as  any  man^  in  this  House  in  de- 
ploring and  condemning  the  use  which  has  been 
made  of  this  odious  veto  power,  both  in  relation  to 
this  and  Other  matters;  though,  perhaps,  I  may  not 
think  it  consistent  with  (he  dignity  and  decorum 
which  belong  to  this  place  to  indulge  in  such  ex- 

fres^ons  on  the  subject  as  have  too  often  been  heard 
ere.  But,  sa  far  from  fnding,  in  such  considera- 
tions as  these,  any  ground  for.  relaxing  our  efforts 
in  relation  to  the  pubUc  moneys,  I  hoTd4them  to  be 
additional  reasons  ior  persevering  until  our  duty 
has  been  accomplished.  We  are.  the  Representa- 
tives of  che  people.  We  have  something  of  pe* 
culiar  constitutional  responsibilitv  for  the  safety  of 
the  moneys  of  the  people.  And  because  the  Exec- 
utive, whose  discretion  we  desire  to  control  and 
regulate,  has  seen  fit,  from  any  cause-^I  care  not 
whether  of  conscience  or  of  coniumacy^to  arrest 
and  resist  our  interposition,  shall  we  therefore  for- 
bear altogether,  and  leave  him  in  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  the  Treasury'?  I  cannot  so  read  our 
duly.  On  the  contrary,  if  there  be  distrust  of  the 
Executive;  if  there  be  disapprobation  of  his  policy 
or  principles;  if  there  be  alarm  or  apprehension  as 
to  nis  aims  and  ends,  and  as  to  the.means  by  which 
be  seeks  to  accomplish  them, — there  is  the  more 
reason,  in  my  jiidgment,  for  persisting  in  our  at- 
tempts, *until  the  public  moneys  shall  be  again 
placed  under  lagisIatiVe  securities  and  safeguards. 
Sir,  if  there  is  ^r  of  a  union  of  purse  and  sword, 
we  have  that  union  now,  in  the  very  form  in  which 
it  first  became  the  subject  ot  Whig  denunciation, 
when  General  Jackson  removed  the  deposites  from 
the  Bank  of  the  tTnited  States;  and  it  is  for  us,  if 
that  union  must,  in  any  shape,  be  continued,  at 
least  to  provide  that  it  shall  henceforth  be  a  union 
regulatea  and  restricted  by  law.^ 

Thus  far^  it  is  true,  our  treasury  has  been  in  lit- 
tle danger.  Our  poverty  has  been  our  protection. 
The  utter  emptiness  of  the  public  coffers  has  made 
it  almost  a  matter  of  indifference  who  kept  the 
keys,  or  whether  there  were  any  keys  at  all.  Can- 
iabit  vacutu  coram  lalrone.  We  have  enjoyed 
something  of  the  security  of  the  penniless  .travel- 
ler, who  whistles  in  the  face  of  the  highwayman. 
But  a  different  state  of  things  is  not  far  off.  I  have 
no  fear  that  the  tariff  of  the  last  session,  if  only 
allowed  to  go  fairly  into  operation,  is  about  to  be  so 
ruinous  to  otir  revenue  as  some  gentlemen  have 
prophesied.  Let  the  ability  of  the  people  to  con- 
sume be  stimulated  until  it  rises  abKxve  the  famine 
standard — above  the- almost  starving  and  freezing 
point — ^to  which  an  unchecked  foreign  competition 
with  their  labor  has  reduced  it»  and  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  present  scale  of  duties  which  Tvill  prevent 
an  ample  influx  of  revenue.  The  country  has  seen 
liigher  daties  than  these,  and  an  overflowing  treas- 
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uryatthe  same  time.  Certainly,  if  the  rigor  of 
the  cash  payments  should  be  mitigated  by  the  adop- 
tion of  that  warehousing  system  which,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  has  been  matured  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  this  very  morning;  and  if,  too,  this 
Hpuse  could  be  prevailed  on  to  impose  a  moderate, 
and,  if  they  please,  a  temporary  auty  on  tea  and 
coffee — a  measure  which  no  one  would  feel  as  op- 
pressive, and  which  a  due  regard  to  the  public 
credit  demands  of  us,  in  my  judgment,  to  adopt 
before  we  adjourn — we  should  witness  a  very 'dif- 
ferent condition  of  the  finances  of  the  country  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session.  But,  at 
any  rate,  full  or  empty,  exuberant  or  exhausted, 
the  treasury  of  the  nation  ought  now  and  always 
to  be  under  legislative  regulation  and  control. 
This,  sir,  is  Whig  doctrine.  Republican  doctrine. 
Democratic  doctrine,  constitutional  doctrine. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  a  national  bank,  of  moderate  capital — 
say  fifteen  or  twenty  milliohs  at  the  furthest— with 
such  limitations  and  restrictions  as  the  experience 
of  the  last  ten  years  has  abundantly  suggested,  al- 
ways has  been,  and  is  still,  my  first  choice  for  the 
fiscal  agent  of  the  Government.  Not  has  the  prof- 
ligate mismanagement  of  such  an  institution  which 
has  recently  been  exhibited,  destroyed  or  impaired 
my  confidence  in  its  value.  No.  sir,  no  more  than 
the  monstrous  misrule  to  whicn  this  nation  has 
been  subjected  from  time  to  time,  during  the  last 
twelve  years,  has  destroyed  my  confidence  in  the 
free  and  glorious  fi^rm  of  government  under  which 
we  live.  I  am  rash  enough  to  think,  too,  that  this 
very  moment  would  be,  in  many  respects,  a  favor- 
able moment  for  establishing  such  an  institution; 
believing  that,  while  our  experience  of  the  evils  to 
which  its  bad  management  has  exposed  us  is  still 
fresh  and  uneffaced,  a  bank  would  be  established 
on  safer  and  stricter  principles,  and  on  a  less  magnifi- 
cent and  dans:erous  scale,  than  at  almost  any  time 
hereafter.  The  principles  of  the  President  have, 
however,  rendered  this  an  utterly  impracticable 
idea. 

But  there  are  other  modes  which  might  be  tried, 
and  ought  to  be  tried,  for  the  same  end.  If  this 
Congress  is  willing  to  do  nothing  else,  it  might 
call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  set  down 
in  black  and  white,  and  to  present  to  us  in  the  form 
of  a  statute,  his  present  working  plan  for  keep- 
ing, collecting,  and  disbursing  the  public  funds. 
We  might  examine  it,  amend  it;  ana  give  it  the 
sanction  of  law.  Better  have  any  system,  even  a 
bad  one,  resting  on  written  law,  than  no  system  at 
all,  or  than  a  Ind  system  resting  on  mere  Executive 
will. 

So  strongly,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  I  felt  the  im- 
propriety of  leaving  the  custody  of  the  public 
treasures  of  the  country  longer  at  the  mere  aiscre- 
tionofthe  Executive,  that,  as  events  have  turned 
out,  I  have  more  than  once  been  inclined  to  regret 
that  the  sub-treasury  system  itself  was  so  summa- 
rily repealed.  Odious  and  abhorrent  as  that  sys- 
tem was  regarded,  I  could  hardly  bring  myself  to 
vote  for  its  entire  repeal  at  this  moment,  were  it 
still  in  existence,  except  by  voting  for  the  simulta- 
neous substitution  of  something  better.  And  I 
will  do  the  justice  to  the  party  with  which  I  am 
associated  here,  to  say,  that  I  believe  it  was  no  part 
of  their  original  purpose,  at  the  extra  session,  to 
repeal  that  system  as  an  independent  measure.  It 
has  oAen  been  charged— -and  oHen,  as  I  think,  most 
unjustly  charged—that  the  Whig  party  were  actua- 
ted, at  the  extra  session,  by  a  desire' to  embarrass 
and  perplex  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
There  was  far  more  ground,  sir,  for  charging 
them,  in  some  cases,  with  too  great  a  willingness  to 
yield  to  his  suggestions.  That  accusation  of  a 
spirit  of  compliance,  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  arrayed  against 
us  the  other  day,  has,  in  my  opinion,  much  more 
of  foundation;  though,  perhaps,  it  hardly  lies  with 
the  President's  immediate  friends  to  cast  it  in  our 
teeth.  Tiie  outright  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury 
system,  as  a  separate  act,  was,  as  I  understand  it,  a 
measure  of  complaisance  to  the  Executive.  Its 
history  was  on  this  wise.  The  first  bank  charter 
had  passed,  and  was  under  Executive  advisement. 
Its  signature  would  have  repealed  the  sub-treasury 
system  prospectively;  its  veto  would  have  left 
that  system  standing  permanently.  A  suggestion 
was  made,  from  some  quarter  or  other,  that  the 
President  took  this  course  unkindly;  that  it  looked 
like  a  purpose  to  make  him  either  sign  the  bank 
eharter,  or  be  responsible  lor  the  continuance  of  a 
system  which  he  himself  admitted  had  been  con- 


demned. It  was  thought  that  it  would  put  him  in 
better  humor  for  a  favorable  consideration  of  tha 
bank,  if  he  were  relieved  from  this  predicament. 
And  upon  this  hint  the  sub-treasury  repeal  bill  was 
hastily  carried  through.  For  one,  I  can  hardly 
help  regretting  that  such  a  course  was  taken.  I 
would  rather  have  left  the  sub-treasury  system  on 
the  statute-book,  on  the  joint  responsibility  of  those 
who  originated  it  and  of  those  who  prevented  ^e 
adoption  of  the  proposed  substitute,  until  some 
third  system  should  have  been  devised.  We 
might  have  taken  out  the  teeth  of  the  monster. 
We  might  have  extracted  the  poison  from  its  fangs. 
We  might  have  abolished  tne  specie  clause — a 
provision  which,  as  Mr.  Grallatin  has  well  remark- 
ed, was  operative  against  those  banks  alone  which 
continued  to  pay  in  specie — "  a  warfare  directed 
exclusively  against  those  institutions  which  per- 
formed their  duty,  and,  not  without  difilculty,  sus- 
tained a  sound  currency  .*'  And  perhaps  other  ben« 
eficial  modifications  might  have  been  engrafted 
on  it  at  a  future  day.  Hut,  as  a  system  for  keep- 
ing the  public  moneys,  it  was  at  least  better  Ihan 
none,  and  might  better  have  been  lefl  until  we 
could  agree  upon  something  to  take  its  place. 

After  the  expression  of  these  views,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, no  one  can  be  surprised  when  I  say  that  I  pre- 
fer to  adopt  that  part  of  the  exchequer  plan  which 
provides  for  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  funds,  to  doing notning;  and  that  I  am  therefore ' 
entirely  unwilling  to  cut  myself  off  from  the  op» 
portunity  of  supporting  so  much  at  least  of  the 
President's  plan,  by  voting  for  the  resolution  be* 
fore  us. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  part  of  the  exchequer 
plan  for  which,  under  all  circumstances,  I  am  dis* 
posed  to  vote.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  hold 
that  the  duty  of  the  Government  on  this  subject 
ends  with  making  provision  for  the  management 
of  its  own  finances.  I  am  no  subscriber  to  the 
doctrine  which  was  heard  a  few  years  ago— that 
the  Qovemment  should  look  out  for  itself,  and 
should  let  the  people  look  out  for  themselves.  On 
the  contrary,  in  relation  both  to  revenue  and  to 
finance,  the  interests  of  the  people  should  be  em- 
braced in  every  consideration  of  the  wants  of  the 
Grovernment.  Especially,  at  a  moment  of  such 
commercial  embarrassment  and  depression  as  the 
present,  we  should  contemplate,  if  possible,  no 
measure  of  relief  to  the  treasury,  which  does  not 
hold  out  some  hope  of  relief  to  the  community 
also.  We  all  regret— aU  of  us,  at  least,  who  con* 
slitute  the  majority  in  this  House — that  circum- 
stances have  prevented  us  from  doing  what  we  de- 
sired to  do  in  this  behalf.  But,  if  we  cannot  do 
all  that  we  wish,  let  us  not  fail  to  do  all  that  we 
conscientiously  and  constitutionally  can,  trusting 
to  other  and  greater  opportunities  for  the  ultimate 
fulfilment  of  our  desires. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  t>elieve  that  a 
simple  issue  of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  ex- 
chequer notes,  redeemable  in  specie  at  sighL  (and 
I  would  prefer  them  redeemable  in  the  city  ot  New 
York  alone,  or,  at  most,  at  one  or  two  other  points,) 
and  resting  on  a  basis  sufficient  to  secure  their  re- 
deemability  from  all  danger  and  all  doubt,  at  any 
and  every  instant  when  they  might  be  presented, 
would  be  a  very  considerable  convenience  and  re- 
lief, both  to  the  Gbvernment  and  the  people.  Gtov- 
emment  paper  is,  indeed,  no  prime  tavorite  of 
mine,  in  any  form.  I  regret  that  we  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  it  at  all.  But,  as 
we  have  lived  upon  it  already  for  five  or  six  years, 
and  seem  not  likely,  at  present,  to  obtain  a  national 
medium  of  circulation  of  any  other  kind,  I  am 
willing  to  try  it  in  the  most  convenient  shape.  Nor 
can  I  agree  with  gentlemen  who  pronounce  such  ^ 
medium,  based  upon  specie  even  to  the  extent  of 
dollar  for  dollar,  as  not  worth  having.  Something 
a  liule  more  liberal,  so  it  were  safe,  might  un- 
doubtedly be  preferable.  Something  more  liberal 
would,  indeed,  be  indispensable,  so  far  as  any  re- 
lief to  the  treasury  is  concerned;  and  the  President's 
plan  accordingly  makes  provision  for  basing  an 
issue  of  fifteen  millions  ot  notes  upon  five  millions 
of  specie,  and  five  millions  of  Qovemment  bonds 
to  be  negotiated  as  needed.  Increase  the  authority 
to  issue  Donds  to  the  full  amount  which  mieht  \h 
necessary  in  any  emergency  for  redeeming  the  en- 
tire issue  of  notes,  and  the  safety  of  such  a  pro- 
vision could  hardly  be  questioned.  The  bonds 
would,  in  all  probability,  never  be  called  for,  and 
the  treasury  would  have  an  addition  of  ten  millions 
to  its  resources  at  a  moment  when  such  an  addi- 
[  tiop  may  be  absolutely  indi^oiBable  to  the  prer 
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^  lion  of  ihe  public  credit.  But  (he  mere  substitu- 
tion of  paper  for  metal  is  certainly  a  great  conve- 
nient to  the  people;  and  gentlemen  forget  one  of 
the  heads  of  their  old  arguments  against  a  hard- 
money  currency,  when  they  spam  such  a  substilu- 
tioii  as  so  utterly  worthless  ana  contemptible.  Such 
a  paper  would  be  convenient  for  local  payments, 
convenient  for  treasury  payments,  and.  more  espe- 
cially, convenient  as  a  medium  or  exchange. 
Even  treasury  notes,  as  now  issued,  at  interest,  and 
on  time,  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  a  ereat 
convenienceand  relief  in  all  these  respects.  Indeed, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive  how  the  business 
either  of  the  treasury  or  oi  the  people  could  have 
been  conducted,  during  the  difficulties  and  distresses 

^  of  the  last  five  years,  without  the  aid  of  such  an  in- 
strument of  receipt  and  payment. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  other  features  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive plan  of  an  exchequer  about  which  I  have 
many  misgivings,  and  for  which,  I  confess,  I  do 
not  see  my  way  clear  to  vote.  I  refer  particularly 
to  the  power  to'  purchase  bills  of  exchange.  There 
IS  certainly  great  room  to  apprehend  (hat  such  a 
power  would  not  be  exercised  wisely,  even  if  it 
were  exercised  honestlv,  by  those  to  whom  it  is 
proposed  to  be  intrusted.  In  such  hands  it  would 
uncioubtedly  be  liable  to  great  abu.ses,  both  from 
ig^iorance  and  from  intention.  I  have  the  strongest 
Reluctance,  too,  to  making  any  part  of  our  fiscal 
system  dependent  on  the  assent  of  the  States — a 
condition  without  which  this  exchange  power 
could  hardly  receive  the  sanction  of  the  President. 
I  confess,  sir,  ii  is  rather  late  in  the  day  for  some 
of  us  to  take  umbrage  at  this  condition.  My  ven- 
erable colleague  [Mr.  Adams]  and  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  MiasHALLl  are  per- 
haps the  only  members  on  our  side  of  the  House 
who  are  privileged  to  cjarp  at  it.  All  the  rest  of  us 
voted  for  a  most  miserable  compromise  of  this 
State  assent  in  the  first  bank  charter  of  the  extra 
session;  and  we  all  remember  the  opening  thunders 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  that  occasion. 
We  gave  those  votes  with  an  honest  desire  to  satisfy 
the  President's  conscience,  but  they  only  served  to 
wound  our  own;  and,  for  one,  1  am  more  willing 
to  cry  peccavi  in  relation  to  that  vote,  than  to  have 
jt  recorded  as  a  precedent  for  my  future  action. 
Nor  do  I  believs  that  this  exchange  feature  of  the 
bill,  under  all  the  limitations  and  restrictions  which 
must  be  imposed  upon  it,  would  be  so  very  great 
a  boon  to  the  country.  Public  opinion,  in  some 
quarters  of  the  country  certainly,  lias  undergone 
g reac  mutations  on  the  subject  of  exchanges.  Gov- 
ern meni  regulation  of  exchanges  is  much  less  called 
for  than  it  used  to  be.  As  the  local  currencies  of 
the  country  become  sound,  the  enormous  rates  of 
exchange  are  found  to  disappear.  The  aid  which 
is  now  demanded  of  the  Government,  is  aid  through 
the  medium  of  currency;  and  to  supply  this  aid  to 
the  exchanges,  is  undoubtedly  as  far  as  anyjposittve 
duty  of  the  Government  can  extend.  The  sub- 
stitution of  gold  for  silver,  as  the  main  ingredient 
of  our  metallic  medium,  (as  is  strongly  stated  by 
iny  respected  predecessor,  [Mr.  Appleton,]  in  his 
able  pamphlet  on  the  currency,)  has  exerted  a  most 
salutary  mfluence  in  lessening  the  rates  of  ex* 
change.  While  the  transportation  of  silver  would 
hardly  have  been  attempted  between  New  York 
and  Boston,  for  instance,  with  an  exchange  below 
one  per  cent.,  gold  is  transported  from  one  city  to 
the  other  before  the  exchange  can  rise  to  a  quarter 
of  one  per  cent.  But  1  will  not  dwell  longer  on 
the  subject  of  exchanges,  nor,  indeed,  on  any  of  the 
other  features  of  the  exchequer  system.  When 
the  bill  itself  shall  come  up  for  consideration,  there 
will  be  ample  opportunity  for  discussing  its  de« 
tails;  and  I  intend  to  leave  myself  at  liberty  to  vote 
as  I  shill  then  think  fit  upon  each  and  every  part 
ot  the  plan.  Meantime,  I  have  said  enougn  to 
show  that,  though  not  ready  to  pledge  myself  to 
the  entire  Executive  project,  I  am  ready  to  adopt,  i( 
nothing  better  is  proposed,  some  portions,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  the  bills  whicn  have  been  reported  in 
the  Senate  and  in  the  House.  In  so  doing,  I  shall 
vote  for  that  which  many  persons,  in  whose  judg- 
meni  I  have  the  highest  confidence,  consider  alto- 
gether harmless;  for  that  which  many  other  per- 
sons (and  myself  among  the  number)  regard  as 
likely  to  be  positively  beneficial;  and  for  (hat  which 
uot  a  few  persons  in  the  nation  will  never  believe 
is  not  the  genuine  specific,  the  matchless  sanative, 
tor  a;l  ihe  troubles  of  the  country,  until  it  has  been 
tried  and  found  wanting.  Above  all,  sir,  I  shall 
vote  for  that  which  may  give  something  of  at  least 

-"noxary  rest  and  repose  to  the  public  miad  on 


this  long-vexed  question  of  thecurrency,  and  which 
may  satisfy  the  people  that  there  is  no  purpose,  in 
any  quarter  to  keep  the  wounds  of  the  body  politic 
open  and  bleeding,  in  order  to  excite  party  sympathy 
and  stimulate  party  struggle  two  years  hence. 

I  come  now.  Mr.  Speaker,  to  a  few  remarks  on 
the  report  ana  resolution  before  us.  And  before 
making  them,  1  beg  leave  to  bear  my  humble  tes- 
timony to  the  ability,  integrity,  and  patriotism  of 
the  honorable  chairman,  [Mr.  Fillmor£,1  by  whom 
the  report  has  been  prepared.  I  respond  most  cor- 
dially to  the  (ones  of  honest  indignation  with  which 
he  yesterday  repelled  an  infamous  slander  upon 
himself  and  his  colleagues.  1  trust  that,  in  dis- 
senting from  some  of  the  doctrines  of  the  report,  1 
shall  not  seem  wanting  in  regard  and  respect  for  its 
author. 

The  report  admits,  on  one  of  its  earliest  pages, 
that,  if  it  were  possible  to  have  such  an  institution, 
without  increasing  Elxecutive  power,  or  endanger- 
ing the  treasury,  which  should  be  administered  by 
men  of  undoubted  talents  and  integrity,  it  is  capa- 
ble of  rendering  some  service  both  to  the  business 
wants  of  the  country  and  the  financial  embarrass- 
ments of  the  treasury.  It  immediately  adds,  how- 
ever, "that  to  hope  for  this,  is  to  expect  a  change  in 
human  nature  itself,  and  in  the  ordinary  motives 
that  govern  the  conduct  of  men,  and  especially  po- 
litical men,  little  less  than  miraculous.  Our  insti- 
tutions are  based  upon  no  such  theory  of  human 
perfectibility." 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  chairman  must 
pardon  me  for  saying,  that  if  this  exchequer  plan  of 
the  President  is  too  much  based  on  a  theory  of  hu- 
man perfectibility,  it  really  seems  to  me  that  bis  re- 
port runs  quite  as  far  to  the  other  extreme, and  rests 
Its  objections  to  the  plan  too  much  on  a  theory  of  to- 
tal depravity  and  universal  corruption.  This,  if  I 
mistake  not,  is  the  great  peculiarity  of  the  report 
Its  arguments  are  able  and  forcible;  but  they  are 
almost  ail  of  them  arguments  from  abuse.  Every 
possible  evil  which  such  an  institution  may  pro- 
duce, if  in(rusted  to  dishonest  hands,  is  exhibited  in 
its  most  alarming  aspect.  The  advantages  which 
it  might  render,  if  administered  by  honest  agents, 
are  disposed  of  a  good  deal  more  summarily.  It 
really  occurred  to  me,  as  I  read  this  report,  that  my 
honorable  friend  might  have  taken  as  his  text,  in 
writing  it,  the  saying  of— I  forget  what  statesman  or 
philosopher  of  ancient  Greece — that  the  only  safety 
in  relation  to  human  government  was  distrust,  dis- 
trust, distrust;  or,  as  a  Roman  poet  conveyed  the 
same  idea,  "una  salus,  nuUam  sperare  saluiem" 
Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  something  of  distrust 
is  useful  in  relation  to  all  human  government^, 
and  more  especially  in  relation  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment. But  it  is  equally  undeniable  that  some 
degree  of  confidence — that  a  great  deal  of  confi- 
dence— is  not  only  useful,  but  absolutely  indis- 
pensable to  the  successful  operation  of  every  gov- 
ernment, and  even  to  the  very  existence  of  a  free 
Government  It  is  true,  our  institutions  are  not 
based  on  a  theory  of  human  perfectibility;  but  they 
are  based  on  a  theory  of  human  morality,  integrity, 
and  virtue.  This  is  the  distinctive  feature  of  free 
Governments.  It  was  laid  down  truly  by  Montes- 
quieu, long  ago,  that  the  foundation  principle  of  a 
despotism  was  fean  of  monarchy,  honor;  out  of  a 
republic,  virUte,  There  must  be  public  virtue  fe 
well  as  private  virtue — virtue  in  the  Government, 
as  well  as  virtue  among  the  people.  The  two 
things  are,  in  fact,  inseparable  for  any  long  period 
of  time;  for  a  virtuous  people  will  either  expel  a 
corrupt  administration,  or  a  corrupt  administration 
will  debauch  a  virtuous  people.  If  virtue,  there- 
fore, shall  indeed  have  taken  its  final  flight  from 
our  public  councils,  and  from  those  who  preside 
over  them,  as  this  report  would  almost  seem  to  in- 
timate— vain,  vain  will  be  the  attempt  to  bolster  up 
our  political  fabric  by  any  more  artificial  machin- 
ery, or  to  prevent  its  downfall  by  any  degree  of  dif- 
trustful  vigilance.  Sir,  if  sucn  be  really  the  de- 
plorable and  desperate  condition  of  our  RepublTc, 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  will  do  nothing  to 
save  it  from  ruin,  nor  will  the  adoption  of  the  ex- 
chf  quer  plan  be  at  all  responsible  for  its  overthrow. 
It  will  fall  by  its  own  weakness  and  its  own  weight, 
like  any  other  structure  whose  comer-stone  has 
already  crumbled  into  dust. 

But  I  do  not  apprehend  so  disastrous  a  catastrophe 
at  present.  I  rreely  admit  that  we  have  had  no 
great  encouragement  to  cherish  any  very  implicit 
trust  in  our  rulers  for  some  years  past.  Within 
the  last  year  even,  we  have  seen  demonstrations 
and  heard  declarations  but  too  well  calculated  to 


check  the  flow,  if  not  entirely  to  coB»«altk« 
rent,  of  that  tide  of  returning  confidwce  iS 
came  out  to  greet  the  accessioa  of  anew  AjjS 
tratlon  But  I  aki  not  wiUing  to  believe^  uJ 
age  of  virtuous  (politics  is  ^one  forever  i  i^S 
that  we  may  again  see  at  the  head  of  thi»  IUdbSSI 
men  who  have  stood  there  ia  its  early  ^nZ 
men  like  those  we  have  seen  there  in  yean  wftkiii 
our  own  remembrance— men  who  will  fecL  in  m«^ 
ing  upon  public  office,  that  thev  have  beeaaUedto 
no  pitiful  job,  but  to  a  sacred  function— nten  who 
may  be  addresbed  in  the  words,  though  certainlv 
not  in  the  spirit,  in  which  Macbeth  wasaddteswX 
by— the  demi-demon,  1  hadalmostsaid— withwhS 
his  destiny  was  associated: 

"What  thou  would'«t  higW/,lbat  wonW'ii  (boa  holilv 
An  not  without  aoibKion;  but  without  '* 

The  UlcMB  should  attend  it.'^ 

And,  sir,  if  such  a  day  should  agaia  arrive,  bow 
would  thepeUyand  paltry  contenbonswhidi em- 
bitter and  embroil  us  here,  and  in  the  proseemion 
of  which  the  true  interests,  of  the  natkm  are  no  often 
forgotten  and  neglected,  be  hushed  ioto  silence' 
How  would  the  pul>lic  prosperity  revive,  tbepob^ 
lie  peace  be  restored',  the  conndence  of  the  people  ia 
the  Government  be  reassured,  and  the  pabUc  faitb 
resume  again,  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  world,  that  lobe 
of  stainless  and  inviolate  sanctity  with  which  it  wig 
first  clothed  by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic. 

But,  at  all  events,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  this 
hope  be  realized  or  not,  I  do  not  think  it  quite  tine 
yet  to  base  our  systems^  or  our  objections  to  sys- 
tems, on  a  theory  of  unirersal  corruption  aad  cot- 
ruptibility;  or  even  upon  the  doctrine  of  my  )m- 
orable  friend  who  has  fust  taken  his  seat,  [Mr. 
Barnard,]  that  public  office  is  the  very  worn 
school  of  morals  on  this  side  the  peniteotiaiT. 
This  report  would  really  seem  to  trust  nohod/n 
relation  to  finance  and  currency.— not  (he  Presiaeat, 
not  the  Secretary,  not  the  sutwrdinate  execoiiTe 
agents,  not  the  Sienate;  not  the  House  of  Repr& 
sentatives,  not  each  individually,  not  all  coojoiatiy, 
The  President  will  abuse  the  veto  power;  thePresi. 
dent  iand  Senate  will  abase  the  appointing  aodre* 
moving  power;  the  Secretary  and  sotordiaate 
agents  will  abuse  their  authoritv  to  keep  the  pob- 
lic  moneys;  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
even  should  it  restrict  the  issues  of  exchequer  notes 
within  a  proper  limit  at  the  outset,  will  run  into  ru- 
inous exce&^^es  in  the  end^  ''As  yon  cannot  check 
or  control  Congress  oh  this  subject,  (says  the  n- 
port,)  it  would  follow  that  we  ought  not  to  aitampi 
to  exercise  this  power.*' 

Why,  sir,  it  is  as  much  as  ^ver  that  even  i 
United  Slates  Bank  can  find  a  loophole  of  esnpe 
from  the  universal  discredit  ia  which  the  report 
deals.  There  is  too  much  foundation  for  the  re- 
mark of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  that  some 
of  the  objections  of  the  msjority  to  this  excheqaer 
scheme  apply  eoually  to  a  national  bank.  Assach 
an  institution,  however,  was  unquestioDab]/  ia- 
tended  to  be  e^^cepted  firom  any  terma  of  disrrnsi, 
I  wish  now  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  some  of  the 
expressions  and  some  of  the  implications  of  the 
report  on  ihat  subject. 

The  report  seems  to  lay  a  little  too  much  stress 
on  what  it  denominates  the  watchful  caatlno  of  the 
interested  stockholders  of  such  a  bank.  The  pri- 
vate capital  of  a  national  bank  is  undoabiedly  t 
great  security  for  the  safety  of  the  Grovcmroentd^ 
posites;  but  the  vigilance  of  stockholders  has  proved 
thus  far  to  be  a  most  miserable  ground  of  reliance. 
Where  has  been  the  watchful  caution  of  interested 
stockholders  iii  the  countless  defalcations  and  friads 
which  have  recently  involved  us  in  so  moch  dis- 
tress at  home,  and  so  much  disgrace  ahroadl  This 
Argus  of  sell-interest  may  have  a  hondred  eye^ 
but  it  has  never  used  one  of'thwn.  It  has  beat 
drugged  and  posseted  into  perfect  blindness.  The 
stoclfholders  of  our  banks— «nd  it  oogbt  to  be 
spoken  to  their  shame — have  looked  to  nothing  bat 
tne  dividend?,  as  long  as  there  were  any  diridoKB 
to  look  to;  while  theilirectors,  clerks,  and  casiiwi 
have  exercised  unlimited  control  over  their  cer« 
cerns. 

Sir,  1  have  already  said  that  a  national  baak  was 
my  first  choice  for  the  fiscal  agent  of  this  Govern- 
ment; and,  80  far  as  this  report  goes  In  asserting  or 
in  implying  that  such  an  institution  is  the  first 
choice  of  the  committee,  I  most  heartily  agree  with 
it .  But  if  it  is  intended  to  be  implied  that  there  i5 
no  second  choice— that  this  aovcmmeni  can,  oi}- 
der  no  circumstances  and  in  no  emergencv,  em- 
ploy any  other  fiscal  machinery— I  must  disect 
from  the  4octnne.    IhavanolancyforiBd^c'^ 
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treasuries,  id  the  sense  in  which  this  phrase  has 
lately  been  iised;  but  thai  this  Government  ought 
not  in  anj^case  to  provide  a  system  of  its  own,  for 
keeping  its  own  moneys,  for  managing  its  own 
finances,  and  for  maintaining   and  regulating  a 
national  carrency  for  itself  and  the  people,  I  cer- 
tainly am  not  prepared  to  say.    Why,  sir,  let  me 
f appose  a  case.    Suppose  that  the  first  bank  char- 
ter which  was  passed  by  the  two  Houses  at  the  ex< 
tra  session,  instead  of  naving  failed  through  the 
veto  of  the  President,  had  failed  (as  most  people 
in  my  part  of  the    country   seem   to  thmk   it 
would  have  failed)  for  want  of  subscribers  to  its 
stock :  would    a  majority  of  this  House,  in  that 
event,  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  leave  things  as  they 
were,  and  to  abandon  all  further  efibrti    Is  it  not 
even  possible  that,  if  we  had  come  together  at  the 
commencement  orthe  lastse&jion  of  Congress,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  and  with  no  cause  of  com- 
plifint  against  the  President,  and  no  feelings  of  bit- 
terness towards  anybody  connected  with  the  Ad- 
ministration, we  should  have  looked  upon  8oai« 
such  plan  as  this  very  Exchequer  with  less  of  alarm 
and  horror  thai^  we  now  regard  itl    Whether  so  or 
not.  sir,  such  an  exigency  might  have  occurred, 
and  may  occur  again.    Are  we,  then,  ready  to  say 
that  Government  cannot  discharge  its  duty  to  itself, 
and  its  duty-  to  the  people,  unless  the  capitalists  of 
the  country  will  take  stock  in  a  banki  We,  (hat  re- 
fuse to  make  any  part  of  our  fiscal  system  depend^ 
eni  on  the  assent  or  the  States — are  we  ready  to  make 
that  system  entirely  dependent  on  the  assent  of  in- 
dividual citizens'?   If  not,  why  should  we  not  do 
w^at  we  should  be  willing  to  do  in  the  case  I  have 
supposedl    The  same  exigency  now  exists,  though 
arising  from  a  different  cause.    The  impracticabil- 
ity of  obtaining  a  bank  at  this  moment  is  as  clearly 
determined  by  the  refusal  of  the  President  to  sub- 
scribe his  name  to  its  charter,  as  it  would  be  by  the 
refusal  of  capitalists  to  sutecribe  their  names  to  its 
stock  list.    'And  though  there  may  be  much  more 
right  to  complain  in  one  case  than  in  the  other,  the 
emergency  is  the  same  in  both,  and  our  responsi- 
bilities in  both  are  alike  and  identical. 

One  word,  sir,  in  reference  to  another  suggestion 
of  the  report,  before  I  proceed  to  the  resolution  with 
which  it  concludes.  A  provision  is  contained  In 
the  President's  plan  of  the  exchequer  and  is  improv- 
ed upon,  I  believe,  in  the  bills  both  of  the  Senate  and 
House,  to  limit  the  removing  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  relation  to  the  commissioners  and  other 
oAcers  of  the  board.  Such  a  provision  undoubted^ 
ly  does  away  many  of  the  dangers  of  the  system. 
But  the  report  pronounces  all  this  unconstitutional. 
It  declares  that  Congress  possesses  no  such  power, 
and  that  any  fancied  security  bui^lt  upon  such  an 
hypothesis  must- prove  fallacious.  Now,  this  was 
not  the  doctrine  of  the  Whig  Senate  of  the  United 
States  in  days  when  a  Whig  Senate  was  all  we  had 
to  rely  upon.  On  the  contrary,  the  Whig  Senators 
of  those  days^  with  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Webster  in 
perfect  baro^ny  at  their  head,  went  strongly  for 
the  right  and  for  the  duty  of  such  limitations.  Some 
of  them,  indeed,  went  very  much  further  than  this 
bill  proposes  to  go,  and  declared  themselves  in  favor 
of  reversing  the  decisions  of  1789;  but  none  of  them, 
I  believe,  made  any  question  that  limitations  of 
some  kind  might  be,  and  ought  to  be,  made. 

The  report  under  consideration  concludes  with  a 
resolution  "thftt  the  plan  of  an  exchequer,  presented 
to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
last  session,  entitled  'A  bill  amendatory  of  the  sev- 
eral acts  estabfishing  the  Treasury  Department,' 
ought  not  to  be  adopted."  This  resolution  is  imme- 
diately preceded  by  the  remark,  that  the  committee 
deem  the  plan  to  be  "essentially  defective,  and  inca- 

paUe  of  anjr  modification— at  least  without  anamend- 
ment  of  the  Constitution — that  could  justify  its  adop- 
tion." I  am  told,  however,  that  the  resolution  may  be 
adopted  without  any  reference  to  the  report,  and 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  reach  beyond  the  precise 
bill  which  was  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  some  of  my  colleagues  and  friends, 
from  whom  I  do  not  differ  materially  in  opinion, 
will  vote  for  it,  I  am  aware,  with  this  understand- 
ing. But  the  common  mind  will  not  so  construe 
the  resolntion.  Nor  does  it  seem  reasonable  that 
we  shonld  be  held  to  the  precise  provisions,  phrase- 
ology, and  punctuation  ora  particular  bill,  to  which 
there  has  laeen  no  opportumty  for  amefidment,  and 
be  compelled  to  declare  affirmatively  or  negatively 
upon  a  resolution  for  its  rejection.  Why  should 
such  a  resolution  be  pressed  to  a  votel  Why  not 
lay  it  on  the  table,  as  you  do  all  other  adverse  je- 
pojtsl    Why  wasta  the  time  and  temper  of  the  I 


House  in  discussing  mere  abstract  opinions,  instead 
of  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  acting 
on  the  bill  to  which  those  opinions  relate  1  I 
have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the  resolution  was  in- 
troduced into  the  House  in  a  proper  spirit,  and 
with  no  unbecoming  motives.  1  concur  in  no  impu- 
tations on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
But  there  is  no  little  sensitiveness  in  many  quar- 
ters as  to  the  movements  of  the  present  Congress 
upon  this,  and,  indeed,  upon  every  other  subject. 
Efverythit)^  out  of  the  common  course  (as  this 
certainly  is)  will  be  imputed  to  sinister  designs. 
Pass  this  resolution  by  an  overwhelming  vote—as  I 
doubt  not  you  will,  if*^  you  insist  on  taking  the  vote 
in  this  form — and  it  will  be  regarded  as  an  act  of 
mere  hostility  to  the  President,  and  of  mere  re- 
taliation for  his  bank  vetoes.  It  will  'be  regarded 
as  intended  to  stamp  something  of  peculiar  re- 
proach and  unaccustomed  reprcbaticn  on  this  meas- 
ure and  its  author.  It  will  look  as  if  you  desired 
the  triumph  of  holding  up  this  bill  to  the  scorn  and 
derision  of  the  country,  and  saying,  **Here  is  Mr. 
Tyler  and  Mr.  Webster's  famous  fiscal  project, 
with  hardly  one  man  so  poor  to  do  it  reverence." 
Now,  sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  shrink  from  any 
just  or  necessary  act  of  legislation  for  fear  of 
misconstruction,  or  to  save  appearances.  But,  on 
a  mere  amateur  proceeding  or  this  sort,  I  would 
give  no  vote  which  can  be  so  misconstrued.  "A 
thousand  false  eyes  are  stuck  upon  us."  Let  us  not 
again  eratify  their  malicious  gaze.  Let  us  disap- 
point, for  once,  their  eager  search  for  subjects  of 
mystification  and  perversion.  For  myself,  sir,  as 
I  have  already  intimated,  if  a  vote  is  insisted  upon,* 
1  shall  vote  against  the  resolution,  both  because  I 
am  opposed  to  the  policy  and  propriety  of  such 
a  proceeding,  and  oecause  1  am  unwilling  t^ 
foreclose  all  direct  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  cut  myself  off  from  voting  for 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  exchequer  plan,  now 
or  hereafter.  I  shall  give  such  a  vote  with  the  less 
reluctance,  from  the  consideration  that,  in  differ- 
ing from  great  numbers  of  my  political  friends,  I 
shall  differ  from  perhaps  an  equal  number  of  my 
political  opponents.  There  were  no  party  lines  on 
this  resolution  in  committee,  and  it  is  plain  that 
there  will  be  none  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  feel  justified  in  resigning 
the  floor,  as  my  hour  has  not  quite  yet  expired^ 
without  Ending  to  a  course  of  remark  whicn  has 
been  persisted  in  for  some  weeks  past,  in  relation  to 
the  supposed  author  of  this  exchequer  plan,  lam 
not  here,  sir,  as  the  champion  of  the  Secretary  of 
Slate.  Heaven  help  him,  if  he  has  not  a  more 
tried  and  trustworthy  arm  than  mine  to  look  to,  if 
he  shall  ever  require  any  other  than  his  own  I  He 
will,  doubtless,  say  amen  to  this  aspiration;  for  I 
have  no  idea  he  will  thank  me  for  many  of  the 
remarks  which  I  have  already  made,  or  for  many 
of  those  which  I  am  about  to  make.  He  is,  in- 
deed, one  of  my  most  distinguished  constituents. 
I  might  appeal,  however,  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Mabbhall,]  who  counts  among  his 
constituents  the  great  and  gallant  statesman  of  the 
West,  to  bear  witness  with  me  that  such  a  relation 
does  not  necessarily  involve  anything  of  peculiar 
cordiality  or  confidence;  though,  certainly,  it  can- 
not imply  anything  of  the  reverse.  But,  at  any 
rate,  holding,  as  I  do,  that  great  injustice  has  been 
done  to  Mr.  Webster,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
by  gentlemen  who  have  eone  out  of  their  way  to 
introduce  his  name  into  the  debate,  no  fear,  either 
of  personal  imputation  or  of  political  misconstruc- 
tion, shall  make  me  shrink  from  saying  so.  I  should 
be  unworthy  of  sitting  here  as  the  Representative 
of  Faneuii  Hall,  and  should  hardly  dare  to  look 
those  who  are  accustomed  to  meet  there  in  the  face, 
were  I  to  listen  longer,  without  a  word  of  protest,  to 
the  wholesale  reproaches  which  have  been  cast 
upon  one  who  has  so  long  been  associated  with 
their  fortunes  and  their  fame. 

Sir,  I  was  not  at  Fanenil  Hall  when  Mr.  Web- 
ster made  the  speech  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
such  frequent  allusion.  I  have  read  that  speech, 
however,  more  than  once;  and,  as  I  do  not  intend  to 
be  charged  with  any  non-committal  or  concealment, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  contains  many 
opinions  which  1  deeply  regret  were  ever  expressed, 
and  from  which  I  entirely  dissent.  The  idea  which 
seems  tol>e  implied  in  one  part  of  the  speech,  that 
the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts,  in  declaring  a  "full 
and  final  separation"  from  President  Tyler,  de- 
signed to  commit  themselves  to  an  indiseriminate 
opposition  to  alt  the  measures  of  his  Administra- 
tioD,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  was  certainly  nn-  1 


warranted  by  anything  which  they  had  ever  done 
at  home,  or  which  their  Representatives  had  ever 
done  here.  The  opinion  which  seems  to  he  conveyed 
in  another  part  of  the  speech,  that  the  Whig  party 
in  Congress  deserved  no  particular  credit  For  the 
passage  of  a  protecting  tariff;  that,  because  twenty 
or  thirty  Whigs,  in  one  branch  or  the  other,  voted 
against  the  taiiff,  and  ten  or  a  dozen  of  their  op- 
ponents for  it,  while  the  great  body  of  the  Whigi 
had,  from  first  to  last,  devoted  their  mitsX  stren- 
uous efforts  to  its  adoption,  and  the  great  b9dy  of 
the  Van  Buren  party  had  labored  incessantly  to  de- 
feat and  reject  it;  that,  therefore,  there  was  no  party 
element  in  the  proceeding,  and  no  party  credit  for 
the  result,  was  to  my  mind  equally  indefensible.  It 
was  confounding  the  rule  and  the  exception,  and 
placing  both  upon  equal  terms.  The  denial  of  the 
authority  of  the  convention,  also,  to  act  upon  mat- 
ters which  every  Massachusetts  Whig  convention, 
for  ten  years  before,  had  been  accustomed  to  act 
upon  without  qualification  or  question,  was  Any- 
thing but  reasonable.  But,  sir,  there  are  other 
passages  of  this  speech,  upon  which  constructions 
have  been  put  which  are  utterly  ungenerous  and 
unjust.  Tne  idea  which  has  more  than  once 
been  advanced  in  this  House,  that  Mr.  Web- 
stei's  interrogatories  on  that  occasion— "where  do 
they  mean  to  place  meT'  "where  am  I  to 
falU"— instead  of^  being  applied,  as  it  was,  simply 
and  solely  to  his  relations  to  the  Whigs  of  Massa* 
chusetts,  with  whom  he  had  stood  so  long  on  terms 
of  confidence  and  respect,  such  as  few  other  men 
ever  before  enjoyed,  was  an  expression  of  a  corrupt, 
base,  unprincipled  lust  for  omce,  or  of  an  abject, 
craven,  crin^ng  fear  of  being  turned  out  of  omce, 
is  as  unfounded  as  it  is  gross.  It  is  wholly  unsus- 
tained  by  the  spirit  or  by  the  letter  of  the  speech. 
The  very  next  sentence  to  that  in  which  these 
questions  are  contained^  destroys  all  apolo^  for 
such  a  construction — "If  I  choose  to  remain  m  the 
President's  councils,  do  these  gentlemen  mean  to 
sav  that  I  cease  to  be  a  Massachusetts  Whigi" 
This  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  both  the  interrog- 
atories which  have  been  rung  through  these  halls 
with  so  much  scorn,  and  which  have  formed  the 
foundation  of  this  infamous  charge  of  servility  and 
corruption.  The  question  as  to  the  collectors,  at^ 
lomeys,  postmasters,  and  marshals,  is  fairly  sua- 
ceptible  of  no  other  interpretation.  And  so.  also, 
with  that  in  relation  to  my  excellent  and  aistin- 
guished  friend,  the  present  minister  to  England. 
The  inquiry,  as  to  all  of  them,  was  whether,  by 
this  full  and  final  separation  from  Mr.  Tyler,  the 
Whigs  of  Massachusetts  meant  to  say  that  they  in- 
tended to  discard  and  dcinoonce  so  many  of  tneir 
eminent  brother  Whigs  who  then  were  holding  of- 
fice, unless  they  either  resigned  or  were  turned  out. 
And  this  is  the  "detestable  docrine"  which  has  so 
disgraced  Daniel  Webster,  and  so  desecrated  Fan- 
euii Hall!  The  questions  may  all  have  been  an- 
called  for;  but,  if  they  imply  a  love  for  anything, 
it  is  a  love  of  party,  and  not  of  place;  if  a  fear  of 
anything,  it  is  a  fear  of  being  abandoned  by  friends, 
rather  than  of  being  tumedout  of  office. 

Sir,  it  would  have  been  better,  far  better  for  all 
concerned,  if  this  little  family  jar  in  Massachosetts 
had  not  been  meddled  with  by  strangers,  and  if  the 
parties  to  it  had  been  left  to  scold  it  out  among  them- 
selves. But  I  utterly  protest  against  such  an  exag- 
geration of  its  details  and  history,  and  such  a  mis- 
representation of  the  language  which  was  used  on 
the  occasion.  As  to  Mr.  Webster's  love  of  office, 
there  is  no  evidence  that  this  love  is  stronger  in  him 
than  in  many  other  eenilemen  who  are  justly  es- 
teemed and  honored  in  the  land.  He  retained 
office,  indeed,  when  other  aentlemen — his  col- 
leagues in  the  Cabinet — retired.  But  there  was  as 
little  reason  in  charging  him  with  having  held  on 
to  his  commission  from  the  mere  love  ofoffice,  as 
there  would  be  in  charging  them  with  having  re- 
signed from  the  mere  hate  of  office.  These  gen- 
tlemen—for whom  I  have  always  entertained  and 
expressed  the  highest  possible  regard  and  .respect- 
felt  it  was  due  to  their  own  honor  to  withdraw  from 
the  Cabinet.  They  did  so;  and  though  there  were 
some  of  their  fritnds  who  would  have  preferred 
that  they  should  have  remained,  and  put  the  Presi- 
dent to  his  removing  power,  if  he  desired  to  get  rid 
of  them,  yet  all— all  acquiesced  in  their  decision,  and 
in  their  own  right  to  make  that  decision  for  them- 
selves. Mr.  Webster,  on  the  contrary,  felt  it  con- 
sistent with  his  honor  to  stay,  and  carry  on  thatsreat 
work  of  negotiation  with  Qreat  Britain  upon  walch 
he  had  just  entered.  Mv  venerable  colleague  f^* 
Adams]  has  recently  told  his  constituents  a' 
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cotiDtry  that  be  advised  him  lo  stay — at  least  till 
that  negotiation  was  concladed.  "Thinking  1  was 
in  a  post  where  I  was  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try, (says  Mr.  Webster  himself,  in  this  Paneuil 
Uall  speech,)  aod  could  do  it  good,  I  staid  there. 
1  leave  it  to  you  to-day  to  say— I  leave  it  to  my 
country  to  say,  whether  the  country  would  have 
been  better  on  if  I  had  left  al^o.  1  have  no  attach- 
ment to  office.  I  have  tasted  of  its  sweets,  but  I 
have  tasted  of  its  bitterness.  I  am  content  with 
what  I  have  achieved;  I  am  more  ready  to  rest  sat- 
isfied with  what  is  gained,  than  to  run  the  risk  of 
doubtful  efforts  for  new  acquisitions."  Who  doubts, 
sir^  that' Mr.  Webster  has  tasted  of  the  bitiemess  of 
omce  as  well  as  of  its  sweets]  Who  doubts  that  he 
has  had  his  perplexities  and  provocations  during 
the  political  nuriy-burly  of  the  last  two  years,  as 
well  as  we  ours?  And  who  denies  that,  amid  them 
all,  he  has  discharged  the  peculiar  and  most  respon- 
sible duties  of  his  post  with  unsurpassed  ability  and 
success?  He  has  rendered  great  services  to  his 
country — services  which  will  prevent  the  present 
Administration,  unfortunate  and  odious  as  it  may 
have  been  in  many  respects,  from  beiDg  quite  so 
mere  a.  parenthesis  on  the  page  ef  history  as  was  at 
one  time  suggested.  The  treaty  of  Washington 
can  never  be  passed  over,  in  the  future  perusal  of 
our  annals,  "without  destroying  the  sense."  It  may 
not  catch  the  eye  of  the  cursory  reader,  indeed,  so 
quickly  as  if  it  were  written  in  letters  of  blood;  nor 
may  it  occupy  so  large  a  space  as  the  dread  alter- 
native it  has  averted;  but  it  will  be  inscribed  in 
characters  which  will  rivet,  as  with  a  charm,  the 
attention  and  admiration  of  every  thoughtful  patriot 
and  every  true  philanthropist,  and  which  will  con- 
tinually acquire  fresh  lustre  with  the  advancing 

f  jTrogress  of  civilization  and  Christianity.  The  light 
which  flashes  from  the  sword  of  the  successful  war- 
rior may  dazzle  for  a  day,  or  even  for  an  age;  but 
a  far  more  enduring  radiance  will  encircle  the 
names  of  those  who  have  reconciled  the  proud  and 
angry  spirits  of  two  mighty  nations,  and  nave  hon- 
orably secured  for  them  both  the  unspeakable  bless- 

;  ine  of  peice. 

i^-  Mr.  Webster  has  been  charged  with  great  and 
glaring  inconsistencies  on  the  simject  of  the  curren- 
cy and  the  Constitution;  and  this  exchequer  project 
is  declared  to  be  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  doc- 
trines of  his  whole  previous  political  life.  Now, 
sir,  I  am  not  going  to  argue  this  point.  I  have  no 
idea  that  I  could  argue  it  to  anybody's  satisfaction 
If  I  should  try.  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  this 
plan  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  contain  provisions 
which  Mr.  Webster  has  opposed  and  condemned 
in  other  connexions  and  under  other  circumstances. 
But  this  I  will  say:  that  the  great  and  leading  idea 
of  almost  all  his  speeches  against  the  sub-treasury 
system  was,  that  ii  was  an  entire  abandonment  of 
the  power  and  duty  of  the  General  Government  to 
regulate  the  currency  and  the  exchanges.  Wher- 
ever he  addressed  the  people— in  Wall  street  or  in 
Slate  street,  at  Saratoga  or  at  Bunker  Hill— this  was 
the  burdeu  of  his  argument.  And,  so  far  as  this 
argument  is  concerned,  he  is  entirely  consistent  in 
advocating  the  exchequer  plan.  But  if  it  were  not 
so,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  confess  that  I  have  yet  to  see 
evidence  that,  when  arraigned,  in  reference  to  this 
projection  the  mere  score  of  consistency,  Mr.  Web- 
ster might  not  avail  himself  of  the  answer  of  an 
Athenian  orator  on  a  similar  occasion,  and  say:  ''I 
may  have  acted  contrary  to  myself,  but  I  have  not 
acted  contrary  to  the  Republic."  The  merits  of 
this  measure,  if  it  has  any,  are  certainly  indepen- 
dent of  any  turn's  consistency.  It  has  been  devised 
under  circumstances  unlike  any  which  ever  existed 
before  in  the  history  of  this  country,  and  finlike,  I 
heartily  hope,  any  which  will  ever  exist  again.  It 
has  been  brought  forward,  as  I  believe,  in  good 
faith,  and  with  an  honest  purpose  for  the  public 
welfare.  If  any  part  of  it,  or  the  whole  of  it.  Is  re- 
garded as  unwise,  inexpedient,  or  unsafe  by  this 
House  or  by  the  country;  if  it  be  really  "the" terri- 
ble machine"  which  the  report  declares  it  to  be, 
which  would  "overwhelm  the  treasury  with  bank- 
ruptcy, corrupt  the  Government,  and  lay  a  founda- 
tion (or  the  most  dangerous  politicalPfavoritism  and 
universal  corruption;"  and  if  it  be  really  •'incapa- 
ble of  any  modification  which  woald  justify  its 
adoption,'^  let  it  be  rejected.  These  opinions  of 
the  committee,  however,  as  I  j^ve  before  suggest- 
ed, appear  to  me  exceedingly  extpivagant.  1  have 
seen  no  occasion  for  such  a  nue-and-cry  against  the 
plan,  nor  for  such  reproaches  upon  its  author,  and 
1  have  accordingly  lelt  bound  to  say  so,  in  utter  dis- 
— «'*urd  o(any  Imputations  to  ^hich  such  a  course 
nbject  me. 


SPEECH  OF  Mr.  BENTON, 

OF  MISSOURI, 

In  Senate,   Thursday,  February  2,  1843— On  the 

Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  said:  On  one  point  there  is  una- 
nimity on  this  floor;  and  that  is,  as  to  the  title  to  the 
country  in  question.  All  agree  that  the  title  Is  in 
the  United  hutes.  On  another  point  there  is  di- 
vision; and  that  Is,  on  the  point  oi  giving  oflfence  to 
England,  by  granting  the  land  to  our  settlers  which 
the  bill  proposes.  On  this  point  we  divide.  Some 
think  it  will  offend  her— some  think  it  will  not. 
For  my  part,  I  think  she  will  take  offence,  do  what 
we  may  in  relation  to  this  territory.  She  wants  it 
herself,  and  means  to  quarrel  for  it,  if  she  does  not 
fight  for  it.  I  think  she  will  take  ofience  at  our 
bill,  and  even  at  our  discussion  of  it.  The  nation 
that  could  revive  the  question  of  impressment  in 
1812— which  could  direct  a  peace  mission  to  revive 
that  question— the  nation  that  can  insist  upon  the 
right  of  search,  and  which  was  ready  to  go  to  war 
with  us  for  what  gentlemen  call  a  few  acres  of 
barren  ground  in  a  frozen  region, — the  nation  that 
could  do  these  things,  and  which  has  set  up  a  claim 
to  our  territory  on  the  western  coast  of  our  own 
continent,  must  be  ripe  and  ready  to  take  ofience 
at  anything  that  we  may  do.  I  grant  that  she  will 
take  ofience;  but  that  is  not  the  question  with  me. 
Has  she  a  right  to  take  offencel  That  is  my 
Question!  and  this  being  decided  in  the  negative.! 
neither  fear  nor  calculate  consequences.  I  take 
•for  my  rule  oi  action  the  maxim  of  President  Jack- 
son in  his  controversy  with  France — ask  nothing 
but  what  is   right,  submit  to  nothing  wrong,  and 

Heave  the  consequences  to  God  and  the  coun- 
ry.  That  maxim  brought  us  safely  and  honorably 
out  of  our  little  difiicnlty  with  France,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fears  which  so  many  then  entertained^  and 
it  will  do  the  same  with  Great  Britain,  in  spite  of 
our  present  apprehensions.  Courage  will  keep  her 
J^fif;  fear  will  bring  her  upon  us.  The  assertion  of 
our  rights  will  command  her  respect;  the  fear  to 
assert  them  will  bring  us  her  contempt.  The  Ques- 
tion, then,  with  me,  is  the  question  of  right,  and  not 
of  fear!  Is  it  right  for  us  to  make  these  grants  on 
the  Columbial  Has  Great  Britain  just  cause  to 
be  ofiended  at  ill  These  are  my  questions;  and 
these  being  answered  to  my  satisfaction,  I  go  for- 
ward with  the  grants,  and  leave  the  consequences 
to  follow  at  their  pleasure. 

I  maintain  that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  these 
grants  to  the  settlers,  can  give  no  just  ground  of 
ofience  to  Great  Britain;  and  this  opinion  is  the 
regular  deduction  from  the  unapimoits  opinion  of 
this  chamber,  that  the  title  to  the  territory  is  in  the 
United  States.  Surely  the  owner  may  do  what 
he  pleases  with  his  own.  But  gentlemen  say  that 
the  exercise  of  these  rights  is  limited  by  the  con- 
vention of  1818.  Not  so  in  my  opinion,  nor  upon 
the  words  of  the  convention.  Those  words  apply 
only  to  the  usufruct  of  the  territory— to  rights  of 
fishing,  hunting,  trading,  and  navigation.  They 
do  not  afiect  pre-existing  rights.  They  do  not 
touch  the  question  of  sovereignty.  They  are,  as 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  on  myri^ht 
[Mr.  Woodbury]  has  well  shown,  words  which 
are  found  in  many  treaties,  and  which  have  no  re- 
lation to  the  soverei^  rights  of  the  panics.  They 
are,  besides,  found  m  our  British  treaty  of  the  last 
summer,  and  apply  to  the  portages  belonging  to  the 
United  States  between  the  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  the  use  of  which  is  made 
free  and  open  to  each  party.  To  say  nothing  of 
other  portages,  the  Grand  Portage  itself  is  sufficient 
to  raise  the  question,  and  to  try  it.  That  portage 
is  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United 
States — even  the  limits  fixed  in  the  mutilating 
treaty  of  184?.  It  is  a  portage  of  nine  miles  in 
length,  and  six  miles  within  our  limits;  and,  by 
the  words  of  the  late  treaty,  this  portage  is  to  be 
ff  ee  and  open  to  the  use  of  both  parties.  Does  this 
aff*ect  our  sovereignty'?  Will  it  prevent  us  from 
granting  the  land?  Will  it  prevent  us  from  occu- 
pying and  settling  the  Grand  Portage — that  great 
seat  of  trade  and  empire  among  the  Indians — and 
placing  a  customhouse,  a  fort,  and  American  set- 
tlers therel  According  to  the  argument  of  gentle- 
men, this  will  be  the  consequence.  If  their  argu- 
ment is  good  for  the  Columbia,  it  is  good  for  the 
Grand  Portage:  and  we  are  to  be  debarred  forever 
from  the  use  of  that  grand  position.  I  say  forever; 
for  this  part  ofthe  treaty  of  1849  is  perpetual;  and 
it  brings  back  the  British  Fur  Company  to  this  an- 
cient seat  of  trade  and  power,  from  whidi  Mr.  Jay*6 


treaty  removed  them  forty  years  ago.  Gcnilemen 
must  be  prepared  to  go  this  length,  if  they  adhcie 
to  their  constriiction  of  the  convention  of  18IS. 
They  must  deny  us  the  exercise  of  territorial 
rights  at  the  Grand  Portage,  and  at  thirtysix  other 
portages  on  the  west  of  Lake  Superior,  where  the 
joint  occupation  of  the  British  will  be,  as  it  is  on 
the  Columbia,  an  exclusive  possession  oa  their 
part!  and  where  this  treaty,  of  1842  grants  them 
exemption  from  the  payment  of  duties.   The  Brit- 
uh  pcssession  of  the  Columbia  is  now  sovereigD  and 
exclusive.    Their  convenient  agent,  ihcHodsoa 
Bay  Company,  does  eveiything  for  them;  and  the 
British  Government  has  declared  to  oars  that  they 
will  protect  this  company,  and  that  on  both  sides 
of  the  river.    This  1%  insult  and  defiance  to  tia. 
•This    company  has   built  forts,  erected  miJls 
opened  farms,  stocked  them  with  animals,  and 
planted  a  colony.    Their  forts  inclode  a  triangle 
of  seven  hundred  miles  on  every  side:  one  of  them 
approaching  the  south  pass  in  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains—our gate  through  the  mountain,  tmd  only 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  it.  TheBriii^, 
through  this  company,  (which  is  to  them  inNoith 
America,  what  the  E^st  India  Company  is  to  them 
in  Asia,}  have  taken  sovereign  possession  of  terri- 
tory tmonimously  declared  on  this  floor  to  belong 
to  us:  and  we  are  to  be^  restrained  from  making 
grants  of  land  to  our  settlers,  lest  we  give  offence  to 
4er.    She  is  not  to  fear  ofifending  us,!^  taldng 
possession  of  our  territory;  but  we  arc  to  fear  of* 
Lfending  her,  by  using  a  little  of  our  own!   This  is 
■•^he  effect  of  the  argument,  if  not  its  words!  And 
aparallel  is  run  between  her  condition  and  oars,  to 
show  that  she  is  ready  for  war,  and  we  arenot:  and, 
therefore,  we  must  do  nothing.    Sir,  ilisnofaolt 
of  mine  if  we  are  not  ready  for  war.   Ipropoicd 
to  devote  the  surplus  revenue  to  that  object,  instead 
of  giving  it  to  the  States,  to  whom  it  has  been  a 
curse.    If  it  had  been  so  devoted,  we  sboald  not 
now  be  without  revenue  to  support  the  Gk>vemmeDt 
— without  defence  to    resist  aggression—withoot 
the  means  of  protecting  our  rights,  or  commandiog 
foreign  respect.    But,  I  do  not  yield  to  the  ai|ra- 
ment.    I  will  not  fear  Great  Britain,  because  she 
is  ready,  and  we  are  not  ready,  for  war.  If  we 
have  not  all  the  means,  we  have  the  main  means 
of  war— those  which  command  all  other  means— 
a  courageous    and  patriotic  population,  ready  to 
stake  life  and  fortune  in  defence  of  the  honor,  the 
rights,  and  the  interests  of  their  country. 

The  fear  of  Great  Britain  is  pressed  npoa  as: 
at  the  same  time  her  pacific  dispootion  is  enforced 
and  insi<;ted  upon.  And  here,  it  seems  to  me, 
that  gentlemen  fall  into  a  grievous  inconsistency. 
While  they  dwell  on  the  peaceable  disposition  of 
Great  Britain,  they  show  her  ready  to  go  to  war 
with  us  for  nothing,  or  even  for  onr  ovn!  The 
Northeastern  boundary  is  called  a  dispute  for  & 
few  acres  of  barren  land  in  a  frozen  region,  worth 
nothing;  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  thank  God  Al- 
mighty  and  Daniel  Webster  for  saving  ns  from 
a  war  about  these  few  frozen  and  barren  acres. 
Would  Great  Britain  have  gone  lo  war  with  o» 
for  these  few  acres'?  and  is  that  a  sign  of  her  pa- 
cific temper?  The  Columbia  is  admitted  on  all 
bands  to  be  ours;  yet  gentlemen  fear  war  with 
Great  Britain  if  We  touch  it-^wortbless  as  it  is 
in  their  eyes.  Is  this  a  sign  of  peacel  Is  it  a 
pacific  disposition  to  go  to  war  whh  us,  for  what 
is  our  own;  and  which  is,  besides,  according  to 
their  opinion,  not  worth  a  straw?  If  this peacefalt 
If  it. is,  I  should  like  to  know  what  is  hostile.  The 
late  special  minister  is  said  to  have  cotne  here, 
bearing  the  olive  branch  of  peace  in  his  hand. 
Granting  that  the  olive  branch  was  in  one  hand, 
what  was  in  the  other)  Wa.«  not  the  war  qnestioil 
of  impressment  in  the  other?  also,  the  war  ques- 
tion of  search,  on  the  coast  of  Africal  also,  the 
war  question  of  the  Colambia,  which  he  refused 
to  include  in  the  peace  treaty?  Were  not  ihe« 
three  war  questions  in  the  other  bandl— tosay 
nothing  of  the  Caroline,  for  which  he  ithsea 
atonement;  and  the  Creole,  which  he  says  wonld 
have  occasioned  the  rejection  of  the  treaty,  n 
named  in  it.  All  these  war  qu^ions  were  in  the 
other  hand ;  and  the  special  mission,  having  ac- 
complished its  peaee  object  in  getting  possesion 
of  the  military  fVontiers  of  Maine,  has  adjooned 
all  the  war  questions  lo  London,  where  we  may 
follow  them  if  we  please.  But  there  is  one  w 
these  subjects  for  which  we  need  not  go  to  Loo* 
don— the  Creole,  and  its  kindred  cases.  The  eon- 
ference  of  Lord  Aahbnrton  with  th«  AMm 
Committee  of  New  York  shows  that  \hn  qaesuoa 
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need  not  go  toLoadon— that  Eagland  means  to 
maintaia  all  her  groands  on  the  sabject  of  slaves, 
and  that  any  treaty  inconsistent  with  these  grounds 
would  be  rejected.    This  is  what  he  says: 

"Lord  ▲■hbarton  nid  that,  when  the  delegation  came  to  read 
bi>  correapoodeDcer  with  VU.  Webeter,  they  would  eee  thai  he 
had  laken  all  poaaible  care  to  prevent  any  Itijury  heinf  done  to 
the  people  of  eolpr;  that,  if  he  had  been  willing  to  introduce  an 
article  Inchiding  cahee  elmilar  to  that  of  ilie  Cr-ole,  his  Gov* 
•moieoi  would  never  have  ratified  It,  aa  they  will  adhere  to 
the  groat  principles  tbev  have  eo  long  avowed  and  mainiained; 
and  that  the  friende  or  the  alava  in  England  would  be  very 
watchfai  to  «ee  that  no  wrong  practice  took  place  under  the 
tenth  article." 

This  is  what  bis  Lordship  said  in  New  York, 
and  which  shows  that  it  was  not  want  ol  instruc- 
tions 10  act  on  the  Creole  case,  as  alleged  in  Mr. 
Webster's  correspondence,  but  want  of  inclination 
in  the  British  Government  to  settle  the  case.    The 
treaty  would^have  been  rejected,  if  the  Cieole  case 
had  been  named  in  it;  and  if  we  had  had  a  proto- 
col showing  that  fact,^  I^  presume  the  important 
note  of  Lord  Ashbarton  would  have  stood  for  as 
little  in  the  eyes  of  other  Senators  as  it  did  in 
mine,  and   that  the  treaty  would  have  found  but 
few  supporters.    The  Creole  case  would  not  be 
admitted  iato  the  treaty;  and  what  wns  put  in.it,  is 
to  give  tbe  friends  of  the  slaves  in  England  k  right 
to  watch  us,  and  to  correct  our  wrong  practices 
under  the  treaty!    This  is  what  the  protocol  afier 
the  treaty  informs  us;  and  if  we  had  had  a  proto- 
col before  it,  it  is  probable  that  there  would  have 
been  no  occasion  for  this  conference  with  the  New 
York  Abolitionists.    Be  that  as  it  may,  the  peace 
mission,  with  its  olive  branch  in  one  hand,  brought 
a  budset  of  war  questions  in  the  other,  and  has 
carried  them  all  back  to  London,  to  become  the 
subject  of  future  negotiations.    Allthese  snbjects 
are  pregnant  with  dangerj.    One  of  them  will  force 
iuself  upon  tis  in  five  years— the  search  question — 
which  we  have  purchased  off  for  a  time;  and  when 
tbe  purchase  is  out,  we  must  purchase  again,  or 
submit  to  be  searched,'  or  resist  with  arms.    I  re- 
peat it:  the  pacific  England  has  a  budget  of  war 
questions  now  in  reserve  for  as,  and  that  we  can- 
not escape  them  by  fearing  war.    Neither  nations 
nor  individuals  ever  escaped  danger  by  fearing  it. 
They  most  face  it,  andjdef^  it.    An  abasidonment 
of  a  right,  for  fear  of  brmging  on  an  attack,  instead 
of  keeping  it  ofil  will  (bvitably  bring  on  the  out- 
rage that  IS  dreaded. 

Other  objections  are  urged  to  Uiis  bill,  to  which 
I  cannot  ag^ree.  The  distance  is  objected  to  it.  It 
is  said  to  Be  16,000  miles  by  water,  (around  Cape 
Horn,)  and  above  3,000  mil^s  by  land  an.d  wate^ 
through  the  continent.  Granted.  The  very  dis- 
tance, by  Cape  Horn,  was  urged  by  me;  twenty 
years  ago,  as  a  reason  for  occupying  and  fortifying 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  My  argament  was, 
that  we  had  merchant  ships  and  ships  of  war  in 
the  North  Pacific  ocean:  that  these  vessels  were 
90,000  miles  trom  an  Atlantic  port;  tha.(.a  port  on 
the  western  coast  of  America  was  indisbepsabie 
to  their  safetjp;  and  that  it  would  be  suicidal  in  ns  to 
abandon  the  port  we  have  there  to  any  power,  and 
especially  to  the  most  formidable  and  domineering 
naval  power  which  the  world  ever  saw.  And  I  in- 
stanced the  case  of  Commodore  Porter,  his  prizes 
lost,  and  his  own  ship  eventually  captured  in  a  neu- 
tral port,  because  ve  had  no  port  of  our  own  to  re- 
ceive and  shelter  him.  The  20,000  miles  distance^ 
and  dangerous  and  tempestous  cape  to  be  doubled, 
were  with  me  arguments  in  favor  of  a  port  on  the 
western  coast  of  Ainerica,  and,  as  such,  urged  on 
this  floor  near  twenty  years  ago.  The  distance 
through  the  continent  is  also  objected  to.  It  is  said  to 
exceed  3,000  miles.  Granted.  But  it  is  further 
than  that  to  Africa,  where  we  propose  to  build  up 
a  colony  of  negroes  out  of  our  recaptured  Africans. 
Our  eighty-gun  fleet  is  to  carry  her  intercepted 
slaves  to  iLiberia:  so  says  the  correspondence  of  the 
naval  captains  (Bell  and  Paine)  with  Mr.  Web- 
ster. Hunting  in  couples  with  the  British,  at  an 
expense  of.  money  (to  say  nothing  of  the  la^^s  of 
lives  and  siiips)  of  $600,000  per  annum,  to  recap- 
ture  kidnapped  negroes,  we  are  to  carry  them  to 
Liberia,  ana  build  up  a  black  colony  there,  4,000 
miles  from  ns,  while  the  Columbia  is  too  far  off 
for  a  white  colonyl  The  English  are  to  carry 
their  redeemed  captives  to  Jamaica,  and  make 
apprentices  of  them  for  life.  We  are  to  carry  ours 
to  Liberia:  and  then  wemust  go  to  Liberia  to  pro- 
tect and  aefend  them.  Liberia  is  4,000  milfs  dis- 
tant, and  not  objected  to  on  account  of  the  dis- 
tance: the  Columbia  is  not  so  far,  and  distance 
becomes  a  formidable  objection. 


The  expense  is  brought  forward  as  another  ob- 
jection, and  repeated,  notwithstanding  the  decisive 
answer  it  has  received  from  my  colleague.  He 
has  shown  that  it  is  but  a  fraction  of  the  expense  of 
the  African  squadron;  that  this  squadron  is  the 
one-twelflh  part  of  our  whole  naval  establishment, 
which  is  to  cost  us  seven  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum,  and  that  the  annual  cost  of  the  squadron 
mast  be  near  0600,000,  and  its  expense  tor  five 
years  three  millions.  For  the  iorts  in  the  Oregon 
bill — forts  which  are  only  to  be  sto?kades  and 
block-houses,  for  security  against  the  Indians— fur 
these  forts,  onlv  $100,000  is  appropriated;  being 
the  sixth  part  of  the  annual  expense,  and  the  thir- 
tieth part  of  the  whole  expense,  of  the  African  fleet. 
Thus  the  objection  of  expense  becomes  futile  and 
ridiculous.  But  why  this  everlasting  objection  of 
expense  to  everything  Wesierni  Our  dragoons 
dismounted,  because,  they  say,  horses  are  too  ex- 
pensive. The  Western  rivers  unimproved,  on  ac- 
count of  the  expense.  No  Western  armory,  because 
of  the  expense.  Yet  hundreds  of  thousands,  and 
millions,  for  the  African  squadron! 

Another  great  objection  to  the  bill  is  the  land 
clause — the  grants  of  land  to  tbe  setller,  his  wife, 
and  his  children.  Gentlemen  say  they  will  vote 
for  the  bill  if  that  clause  is  stricken  out;  and  I  say, 
I  will  vote  against  it  if  that  clause  is  stricken  out.  It 
is,  in  fact,  the  whole  strength  and  essence  of  the 
bill.  Without  these  erants,  the  bill  will  be  worth 
nothing.  Nobody  will  go  three  thousand  miles  to 
settle  a  new  country,  unless  he  gets  land  .by  it. 
The  whole  power  of  the  bill  is  in  this  clause;  and  if 
it  is  stricken  out,  the  friends  of  the  bill  will  give  it 
up.  They  will  give  it  up  now,  and  wait  lor  the 
next  Congress,  when  the  full  representation  of  the 
people,  under  the  new  census,  will. be  in  power, 
and  when  a  more  auspicious  result  might  be  ex- 
pected. 

Time  is  invoked,  as  the  agent  that  is  to  help  us. 
Gentlemen  olnect  to  the  present  time,  refer  us  to 
the  future,  and  beg  us  to  wait,-  and  rely  upon  time 
and  NKOOTUTioNs  to  accomplish  all  our  wishes. 
Alas !  time  and  negotiation  nave  been  fatal  agents 
to  us,  in  all  our  cuscussions  with  Great  Britain. 
Time  has  been  constantly  working  for  her,  and 
against  us.  She  now  has  the  exclusive  possession 
of  the  Columbia;  and  all  she  wants  is  lime^  to  ripen 
her  possession  into  title.  For  above  twenty  years 
—from  the  time  of  Dr.  Floyd's  bill,  in  18*20,  down 
to  the  present  moment — the  present  lime,  for  vin- 
dicating our  rights  on  the  Columbia,  has  been  con- 
stantly objected  to;  and  we  were  bidden  to  wait. 
Well,  we  have  waited :  and  what  have  we  got  by 
it?  Insult  and  defiance! — a  declaration  from  the 
British  ministers  that  large  British  interests  have 
grownup  on  the  Columbia  during  this  time,  which 
they  will  protect!— and  a  flat  refusal  from  the 
olive-branch  minister  to  include  this  question 
among  those  which  his  peaceful  mission  was  to 
settle  I  No,  sir;  time  and  negotiation  have  been  bad 
agents  for  us,  in  our  controversies  with  Great  Brit, 
ain.  They  have  just  lost  us  the  military  frontiers 
of  Maine,  which  we  had  held  for  sixty  years;  and 
the  trading  frontier  of  the  Northwest,  which  we 
had  held  for  the  same  time.  Sixtv  years'  posses- 
sion, and  eight  treaties,  secured  these  ancient  and 
valuable  boundaries:  one  negotiation,  and  a  few  days 
of  time,  have  taken  them  from  us !  And  so  it  may 
be  again.  The  Webster  treaty  of  1842  has  obliter- 
ated the  great  boundaries  of  1783— placed  the  Brit- 
ish, their  fur  company  and  their  Indians,  within 
our  ancient  limits :  and  I,  for  one,  want  no  more 
treaties  from  the  hand  which  is  always  seen  on  the 
side  of  the  British.  I  go  now  for  vindicating  our 
rights  on  the  Columbia;  and,  as  the  first  s:ep  to- 
wards it,  passing  this  bill,  and  making  these  grants 
of  land,  which  will  soon  place  the  thirty  or  fortv 
thousand  rifles  b^ond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  which 
will  be  our  effective  negotiators. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BUTLER, 

OF  KENTUCKY. 
In  the  Home  of  Representatives^  January  11,  1843— 

On  the  proposition  to  restore  the  fine  to  General 

Jackson. 

Mr.  Spbaker:  Although  (here  is,  perhaps,  not  a 
gentleman  around  me  less  in  love  with  the  music 
of  his  own  voice  within  these  walls,  than  I  with 
mine,  yet  there  are  occasions — and  this  is  one  of 
them— on  which  I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
follow  the  natural  bent  of  my  own  inclination.  It 
is  known  to  you,  sir,  and  to  many  others  in  this 
hall,  that  I  belonged  to  the  Southern  army,  com- 


manded by  General  Jackson,  in  the  years  1614  and 
1815.  It  will,  therefore,  be  presumed,  and  cor- 
rectly presumea,  that  I  am  somewhat  familiar  with 
the  leading  facts  and  circumstances  which  led  to 
the  declaration  and  enforcement  of  martial  law, 
and  for  which  the  fine  proposed  to  be  remitted  by 
the  bill  now  under  consideration  was  inflicted.  It 
is  also  known  to  you,  sir — at  least  ii  is  well  known 
to  my  constituents — that  I  have  ever  been  the  warm 
personal  and  political  friend  of  that  distinguished 
gentlernan.  Nay,  sir,  that  I  was  once,  but  not  then, 
a  member  of  his  military  family.  Under  all  these 
circumstances,  were  I  tu  remain  silent,  and  listen 
to  such  a  debate  as  that  to  which  this  subject  has 
given  rise,  there  could  be  but  one  of  two  opinions 
formed  as  to  the  cause  of  that  silence.  It  would 
either  be  said  that  I  deemed  the  conduct  of  General 
Jackson  utterly  indefensible,  or  that  1  shrunk  from 
that  defence.  Neither  of  them  shall  be  said  in  ad- 
vance, whatever  else  may  be  said  when  I  shall 
have  taken  my  seat. 

What,  sir,  is  the  proposition  before  usl  Simply 
to  restore  to  General  Jackson  the  amount  ot  a  fine, 
inflicted,  as  he  contends,  for  the  performance  of  an 
act  of  imperatfve  duty,  and  one  essential  to  the 
service  of  the  country.  And  yet,  sir,  [  see  with 
equal  pain  and  surprise  that  this  simple  proposi- 
tion, which  ought  lo  depend  upon  truth  ana  justice' 
alone,  is  fast  assuming,  if  it  has  not  already  a.<^ 
sumed,  a  decided  party  character.  I  am  asked, 
on  my  right  and  on  my  left,  why  the  Democratic 
party  did  not  pass  such  a  law  when  in  pow- 
er 1  Do  gentlemen  who  make  this  inquiry 
wish  to  leave  the  inference  that  the  Democratic 
party  have  shrunk  from  doing  sol  This  no  one 
*uoes  or  can  believe.  Why  should  this  be 
peculiarly  a  Deinocrailc  measurel  Had  the 
Whigs  no  part  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleansi 
Were  none  of  them,  or  none  of  their  friends,  therel 
If  they  i  cherish  no  proud  recollections  of  that 
glorious*  defence,  and  are  willing  to  yield  up  all 
to  the  Democratic  party,  then,  indeed,  there  might 
be  some  pretence  for  making  this  a  party  question. 
But,  sir,  I  know  it  is  far  otherwise;  I  know  that 
every  patriot  in  tbe  land  feels  his  heart  bound 
prouder  within  him,  as  his  eye  falls  on  that  im- 
miortal  page  in  his  country's  history;  and  he  feels 
that  such  achievements  are  a  nation's,  not  a  party's 
wealth.  Still  I  hear  tbe  question  repeated  on 
all  sides,  *'why  is  this  measure  forced  upon  a 
Whig  Congressl"  It  may  be,  sir,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  afiprding  that  party  the  opportunity  to 
prove  to  the  world  that  justice  and  magnanimity  are 
still  to  be  found  in  its  ranks;  or  it  may  be  for  pre- 
cisely the  opposite  reason.  I  understand,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  done  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of 
public  sentiment — acting,  no  doubt,  on  the  known 
wishes  of  General  Jackson  to  be  released  from  a  fine 
which  he  believes  unjust,  and  therefore,  and  there- 
fore only,  oppressive.  If  my  wish  were  to  make  po- 
litical capital,  and  I  could  consent  to  resort  to  sucna 
measure  for  such  a  purpose,  nothing  could  please 
me  more  than  to  witness  the  party  bias  attempted 
to  be  given  to  it  Sir,  will  your  party,  with  all  its 
knowledge  and  talents,  never  have  the  wisdom  to 
appreciate  the  American  peoplel  Lay  this  question 
before  them  in  your  next  canvass,  and  you  will  at 
least  learn  that  ingratitude  and  injustice  to  those 
who  have  freely  periled  their  lives  in  defence  of 
their  conntry  form  no  pan  of  their  character. 

Before  I  proceed  farther  upon  the  merits  of  the 

?[uestion  unaer  consideration,  permit  me  to  say  a 
ew  words  in  reply  to  part  or  the  speech  of  the 
venerable  gentlemen,  [Mr.  Adams,]— not  on  its 
merits.  I  will  first  read  from  the  Globe's  report 
of  that  speech  the  following  paragraph: 

"Rnmors  were  afloat— he  could  not,  of'coarer,  vouch  for  their 
truth — that  the  great  presiileniial  question  between  the  va* 
rious  (iiviaions  of  the  Democratic  oiarty  was  to  be  ultimately 
decided  by  General  Jackaon  himaelf.  It  seemed  to  be  given  out 
that  he  was  tobeihe  president  of  the  national  Democratic  con* 
veniion;  and  who  knew  wb«t  the  result  would  be?  8och  were 
the  rnmors  which  were  afloat.  From  what  the  House  had 
seen,  it  was  clear  that  all  tbe  divisions  ofth«p&rty  werehumbte 
suitors  for  tho  good-will  or  neutrality  ofGeneral  Jackson.  He 
did  nut  expressly  assign  tho  paragraph  in  the  message  of  the 
President  to  that  purpose.  Tije  Pi-ettdont  alone  knew  what 
were  his  motives;  and,  therefore,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  not  say 
that  this  was  a  bid  in  the  great  av^on*  '^^^  ^'^  however,  a 
bid,  he  would  say  that  it  was  not  a  very  good  one.  He  thought 
the  "war-worn  veteran"  would  say  that  »«ich  a  bid  won't  do. 
At  any  rate,  he  wished  to  have  the  trial  made,  bv  putting  the 
bill  in  precisely  the  same  terms  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  order  to  see  whether  the  "warworn  Teietan"  wouW 
take  it" 

Now,  sir,  I  will  not  pretend  to  decide  what  inflo- 
ence  General  Jackson  may  have  in  i'ntare  Pre*- 
dent^making.    It  is,  however,  well  known— r 
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none  better  than  the  venerable  gentleman  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams] himself— that  the  old  hero,  in  his  day,  was 
esteemed  a  most  capital  Presidenlrbreaker.  And 
even  if  it  were  true  that,  in  one  character,  he  has 
drawn  support  to  this  bill,  no  one  can  doubt  that,  in 
the  other,  ne  has  excited  against  it  a  most  deadly  and 
unrelenting  opposition.  That  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Adamb]  cannot  consistently  oppose  it  on  the  usual 
grounds — ^the  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power — 
is  manifest  from  the  fact,  that  he  has  himself  most 
triumphantly  vindicated  the  same  General  from  a 
similar  exercise  of  power,  on  the  ground  of  neces- 
sity, and  in  a  much  more  questionable  case.  We 
are,  therefore,  to  seek  elsewhere  for  that  gentle- 
man's opposition;  nor  is  it  difficult  to  find.  Had 
General  Jackson  retired  to  private  life  at  the  close 
of  his  military  career— had  he  but  worn  meekly 
those  honors  which  he  won  proudly,  he  might  have 
gone  down  the  vale  of  years  followed  by  the  prayers 
and  blessings  of  all;  his  laurels  growing  fresner  and 
greener  at  every  step  of  his  pilgrimage,  until  stand- 
ing, as  he  now  does,  on  the  Drink  of  the  grave,  they 
would  have  caught  a  bright  reflection  of  the  world 
beyond  it.  This  bill  would  then  have  passed  on  its 
merits,  and  passed  by  acclamation,  out,  sir,  he 
dared  do  otherwise.  He  dared  throw  his  tall,  straight 
shadow  across  the  crooked  path  of  mad  ambition. 
He  dared  resist  that  combination,  trick,  and  jugglery 
by  which  a  Federal  dynasty  was  foisted  upon  a 
free  country.  He  dared  appeal— and  appeal  success- 
fully—from the  people's  servants  to  the  people  them- 
selves. And;  aoove  all,  sir,  he  dared  strike  to 
dust  a  corrupt  moneyed  monopoly,  alike  essential  in 
every  age  and  country  to  the  existence  of  such  a 
dynasty.  This,  sir,  is  the  front  of  his  offending— 
this  has  arrayed  party  vengeance  against  this  bill. 
The  same  venerable  gentleman  has  also  spoken 
of  the  sale  of  the  office  of  President  at  public  auc- 
tion; and  seems  emulous  to  succeed  my  rriend  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  who,  a  few  days  since, 
gave  us  a  most  amusing  display  of  his  talents  as 
congressional  auctioneer.  Tnis  new  auctioneer, 
too.  has  thought  fit  to  change  his  rooms  from  the 
Wnite  House  to  the  Hermitage.  Now,  sir,  as  we 
have  learned  from  the  venerable  gentleman  [Mr. 
Adams]  the  "rumor*'  that  one  ex-President  is  to  dis- 
pose of  the  Democratic  interest  in  the  next  election 
of  Chief  Magistrate,  it  is  but  fair  to  presume— from 
"rumor,"  of  course — ^that  the  other  ex-President 
may  have  some  little  influence  in  disposing  of  the 
Wnig  interest  in  the  same  office;  and,  if  so,  in  re- 
quital for  his  important  information,  on  the  verita- 
ble authority  of  "rumor,"  I  would  advise  him,  by 
all  means,  when  that  interest  is  disposed  of,  to  ad- 
here to  the  good  old  "rumored"  precedent  of  1824 
— or  perhaps,  sir,  sealed  proposals  will  suit  quite 
as  well. 

Whether  I  ought  to  take  any,  or  what  notice  1 
onght  10  take  of  the  grovelling  anecdote  of  the 
traitor  Arnold,  applied  by  the  venerable  ex-Presi- 
dent [Mr.  Adams]  to  an  old  successful  competitor 
for  the  first  office  in  the  world,  long  afler  that  com- 
petitor had  quitted  the  political  arena  forever, — is  a 
matter  of  much  doubt  I  will  simply  say  of  ihis 
attack,  that  it  is  of  but  too  close  affinity  with  that 
made  oy  the  notorious  Knight  of  Qadshill  on  the 
soldier  corse  of  the  gallant  Percy — and  will  be 
felt  about  as  much. 

I  will  now,  sir,  (if  I  can  be  pardoned  by  the 
House  for  this,  to  me,  most  unpleasant  digression,) 
turn  to  what  I  conceive  the  true  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion— the  propriety  of  the  declaration  and  enforce- 
ment of  martial  law,  by  General  Jackson,  at  New 
Orleans.  When  I  speak  of  martial  law,  1  will 
not  be  understood  as  meaning  the  law  establishing 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States.  That  law  is  at  all  times  in 
force,  and  acquires  no  new  power  from  a  simple 
declaration  of  that  fact.  I  mean  that  martial  law 
of  paramount  control,  as  it  is  understood  in  all 
countries,  and  which  may  not  unaptly  be  de- 
fined "the  common  law  of  camps,"  springing  out  of, 
and  commensurate  with,  the  exigencn'es  of  armies 
in  the  field — exigencies  which  cannot  be  foreseen, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  guarded  against  in  ^dvance, 
by  fixed  legislation.  That  Gen.  Jackson  had  the  con- 
stitutional power  formally  to  declare  or  enforce  such 
a  law — to  supersede  the  civil  for  such  military  rule 
—I  shall  not  contend  for  him;  nor  has  he  ever  so 
contended  for  himself.  If  his  Justification  is  to  be 
found  at  all — and  that  it  is,  1  have  no  doubt— it 
must  be  sought  for  amidst  the  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties by  which  he  found  himself  surrounded.  I 
know,  sir,  there  are  some  who  would  fain  persuade 
the  world  that  no  alternative,  however  direful,  can 


justify,  or  even  excuse,  a  resort  to  such  a  course. 
I  have  now  a  pamphlet  before  me,  signed  "A  Ken- 
tuckian,"  wriiteu  with  some  ability,  in  which  the 
author  labors  to  enforce  this  doctrine.  A  single 
and  a  very  short  paragraph  from  this  work  will 
serve  to  show  his  position : 

"The  great  national  interest  with  Ui— the  great  point  of  died- 
pliiie— is.  and  ever  must  be,  Implicit  and  devotea  obedience  to 
the  law." 

Based  on  this  dogma,  he  labors  to  nrove  that, 
while  General  Jackson  was  whipping  tne  British, 
he  was  in  fact  levying  war  against  his  own  coun- 
try—because he  took  the  necessary  measures  to  sup- 
press mutiny  and  treason  in  his  own  camp! — and 
winds  up  by  saying,  "  It  is  plain,  unmixed  trea- 
son." 

Who  this  learned  gentleman  is,  I  do  not  care  to 
know.  From  his  unsparing  bitterness,  he  might 
well  be  taken  for  some  political  renegade,  vainly 
attempting  to  win  the  confidence  of  his  new 
friends,  by  assailing  the  leader  of  his  old  ones. 
Certain  I  am  he  is  no  soldier,  and  knows  nothing 
of  the  hardships  or  casualties  of  war.  If  he  did, 
he  would  also  know  that  an  army  rarely  marches 
by  day,  or  halts  by  night,  without  necessarily 
breaking  some  law,  or  trampling  on  some  right. 
It  is  more  than  probable  this  gentleman  is  some 
judge,  or  ex -judge,  who,  wrapping  himself  in  his 
robes  of  office,  and  hugging  to  his  heart  this  darl- 
ing Utopia,  "implicit  obedience,"  fondly  imagines 
he  can  convince  the  American  people  that  it  were 
infinitely  better  New  Orleans  had  been  sacked  and 
burnt,  than  saved  by  martial  law.  This  is  but  the 
doctrine  attempted  to  be  inculcated  in  the  pamphlet 
referred  to,  when  carried  into  practice;  and.  what- 
ever may  be  thought  of  it  now,  I  have  no  aoubt  it 
would  have  been  received  with  acclamation  by  the 
entire  British  army  at  the  time.  In  this  sha]>e, 
then,  let  it  go  before  the  world.  I,  at  least,  will 
wa.ste  no  argument  to  prove  its  folly  or  its  falsity. 

To  such  as  admit  tnat  a  crisis  may  arise,  in  the 
prosecution  of  a  war,  in  which  it  may  not  only  be- 
come proper,  but  even  an  act  of  imperative  duty  in 
the  commanding  general,  to  set  aside  or  disregard 
for  a  time  the  established  laws  and  usages  of  the 
country  he  serves,  I  have  a  few  considerations  to 
address.  To  such,  and  such  only,  (and  I  know 
they  constitute  a  large  majority  even  of  the  Whig 
party,)  I  shall  attempt  to  prove  that  such  a  crisis 
did,  in  fact,  exist  at  the  time  martial  law  was  de- 
clared, and  as  long  as  it  was  enforced  by  G^eneral 
Jackson  at  New  Orleans. 

In  order  to  do  this  with  any  hope  of  success,  it 
will  be  essential  to  understand  the  theatre  on  which 
he  was  compelled  to  act,  the  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers that  surrounded  him,  and  the  means  placed  in^ 
his  hands  to  meet  them;  and  this  will  require  me  to 
enter  more  into  detail  than  I  fear  I  shall  be  able  to 
do  in  the  time  allotted  me. 

General  Jackson  had  just  closed  his  Indian  wars, 
and  with  a  brilliancy  and  success  rarely  equalled, 
and  never  surpassed,  in  any  age  or  country.  Such, 
at  least,  was  his  reputation,  that  the  President 
thought -fit  to  confer  on  him  the  rank  of  major 
general  in  the  United  States  army,  and  intrust  to 
his  commemd  one  of  the  most  important,  because 
one  of  the  most  defenceless  and  unprotected,  mili- 
tary districts  in  the  Union.  1  do  not  remember  its 
exact  geographical  limits.  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
it  extended,  on  the  gulf,  from  the  Perdido  to  the 
Sabine;  and  that  its  inland  border  was  skirled,  al- 
most Irom  one  end  to  the  other,  by  numerous  and 
warlike  Indian  tribes;  several  of  them  but  recently 
at  open  war,  and  known  still  to  be  hostile :  a  mere 
fragment  of  one  of  which  has,  for  the  last  six 
years,  kept  a  force  larger  than  that  under  his 
command  in  constant  employment;  and  is  now 
barely  conquered,  if  conquered  at  all.  On  the  7ih 
of  Novemt)er  Pensacola  was  taken,  which,  for  a 
lime,  put  an  end  to  those  wars,  by  rutting  ofi*  the 
communication  between  the  Indians  and  British. 
For  although  this  town  was  at  once  restored  to  its 
owners,  the  Spaniards  were  taught  the  necessity 
of  preserving  a  strict  neutrality  between  nations 
who,  though  at  peace  with  them,  were  at  war 
with  each  other;  and  were  also  tauilJt— what 
they  had  previously  denied— that  they  only 
wanted  the  will,  and  not  the  power,  to  enforce 
that  neutrality.  This,  too,  was  another  necessary 
stretch  of  power,  which  called  down  on  General 
Jackson  the  vengeance  of  the  "implicit obedience'' 
party;  still  the  nation  at  large  justified  him. 
Pensacola  taken,  he  at  once  repaired  to  Mo- 
bile, and  spent  some  days  in  puttlne  that  frontier 
in  the  best  state  of  defence  his  limited  means  would 


permit,  and  then  proceeded  by  land  to  New  Or 
leans.    It  may  seem  a  matter  of  surprise  iW  v* 
should  have  taken  this  long  and  difficnlt  route  at 
such  a  season  of  the  year,  requiring  some  six  ^ 
eight   days  to  perform  it,  when  he  might  haw 
reached  the  same  point  in  two  days  by  water    l 
can  only  account  for  it,  from  the  known  importanci 
he  attached  to  the  defence  of  the  Mobile  frouUer 
his  belief  that  this  was  one  of  the  most  valoerable 
points  from  which  New  Orleans  could  be  assailed- 
that  the  British,  by  drawing  to  their  soppon  the 
numerous  and  powerful  tribes  of  hostile  Indians  in 
that  region,  might  pass  by  land  lo  the  Mississiimi 
above  New  Orleans,  and,  posting  themselves  on 
either  bank,  cut  on  all  commnnicatio&  with  ihe 
upper  country.    Hence  he  felt  the  importance  of 
possessing  a  minute  knowledge  of  the  lopography 
and  resources  of  the  country  through  which  the 
enemy  would  necessarily  pass,  should  tlai  plan 
be  adopted.        v         . 

Be  tnis  as  it  may,  on  thefirst  day  of  December  he 
reached  that  city,  destined  to  be  saved  by  his  skill  and 
valor,  and  to  give  immortality  to  his  same.  Travel- 
worn,  and  wasted  with  disease  as  he  was— for,  in 
the  late  campaign^  he  had  often  been  barely  able 
to  sit  his  horse — ^he  gave  not  an  hour  to  rfei,  but 
entered  at  once  upon  the  active  duties  of  the  field. 
On  the  day  of  his  arrival,  he  reviewed  the  citr 
troops;  and,  on  the  next^  set  out  upon  a  military 
reconnoissance  of  his  position,  not  merely  of  the 
city  and  its  environs.  He  descended  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  examined,  in  person,  the  wild  and  mi- 
nute passes  of  Barrataria  on  the  one  side,  and 
Lake  Borgne  on  the  other;  planned  and  directed 
many  improvements  and  alterations  in  the  works 
at  Port  St.  Philip,  the  key  of  the  Mississippi; 
and  theii  returned  to  New  Orleans  about  (he  Iwi 
of  the  month,  to  calculate  and  ihoprove  his  means 
of  defence,  and  weigh  the  difficuliies  that  su- 
rounded  him.  His  means  were  few,  indeed,  and 
easily  ascertained.  His  difficulties  were  innumer- 
able, and  only  to  be  fully  appreciated  by  those  wbc 
saw  and  felt  *ihem.  I  possess  no  exact  data  on 
which  to  estimate  the  precise  force  available  at 
this  fime  for  the  defence  of  the  city;  nor  at  the 
moment  .when  martial  law  was  declared.  I  bare, 
however,  the  official  report,  which  will  be  found 
both  in  Latour  and  Eaton,  giving  the  exact  nom< 
ber  of  each  corps  engaged  in  the  battle  of  ih< 
23d,  as  follows: 

Part  of  Coffee's  brigade       -  -         .     ft^g 

Seventh   and  forty-fourth    regiments  United 

Stales  infantry  -  -  -        •  763 

Company  of  marines  and  artillery  -  -  82 
Plauche's  battalion         -  -  -        -  39) 

Daquin's  freemen  of  color        -  -        -  908 

Mississippi  dragoons  under  Col.  Hinds,  not  in 

the  action       -  -  -  -        - 196 

From  which,  if  we  deduct  the  commands  of  Coffee 
and  Hinds,  (who  had  not  then  arrived,)  it  will 
leave  the  available  force,  at  the  time  martial  lav 
was  declared,  only  1,333;  even  if  we  cansappoee 
there  was  no  increase  from  the  14tU  to  the  23d. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  matter  of  surprise  toall,that 
in  a  battle  fought  in  sight  of  New  Orleans,  and  one 
on  which,  all  admit,  its  fate  was  staked,  ihat  ooly 
488  residents  of  Louisiana  were  engaged;  and  that 
20y  of  them  were  free  men  of  color.  Were  there 
no  other  persons  in  that  city  or  its  vicinity  able  to 
bear  arms'?  an3,  if  so,  where  w-ere  they  atthisiia- 
portant  hourl  are  questions  that  will  naturally  sag- 

fest  lhenL<ielves  lo  every  one,  on  learning  this  fad 
if,  for  all  the  purposes  of  military  defence.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  believing,  with  the  inforinatioQ 
then  before  him,  that  General  Jackson  would  much 
sooner  have  defended  a  city  void  of  inhabitants,  and 
surrounded  by  a  desert.  And  here  1  wish  to  be 
mosi  distinctly  understood  as  not  intending  \o  cast 
the  slightest  imputaiion  on  the  patriotism  of  the  cit- 
izens of  Louisiana  in  general.  What  I  mean,  ihcD, 
in  connexion  with  what  I  hate  just  said,  is,  thai  the 
predominance  of  slave  over  white  population  was 
such,  and  such  its  character,  as  to  more  than  neu- 
tralize any  aid  that  could  be  fairly  eipecied  from 
that  white  population,  had  every  man  able  to  bear 
arms  been  both  a  patriot  and  a  soldier.  Whailherc 
say  of  slavery  in  Louisiana,  I  by  no  means  apply  to 
slavery  in  general.  On  the  contrary,  I  would  mnch 
sooner  trust  ihe  slaves  of  my  own,  and  of  sercral 
other  States,  to  defend  this  nation  in  her  darkest  hour 
of  need,  than  one  half  of  that  whining  brood  ol 
sickly  sympathizers,  who  are  uniting  ihem«elv« 
with  foreign  societies,  whose  real  purpose  is  il'.f 
destruction  of  this  Union,  under  tbc sperions pt«" 
J  tence  of  bettering  the  condition  of  a  class  irho,  m 
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all  the  essentials  of  ^se,coinrurL  and  happiness,  are 
infinitely  better  ofifllian  most  of  themselves.    The 
slaves  of  this  Stat«  were,  at  the  period  of  the  laie 
war— whatever  they  may  be  now— uf  qniie  a  ditier- 
ent  cla^.    Louisiana  was  then  (if  I  may  use  the 
term  without  offence)  a  sort  of  servile  Liberia,  into 
which  all  the  vilest  slaves  of  all  the  States  were 
sent,  and  often  for  the  purpose  of  screening  them 
from  condign  punishment.    It  may,  then,  be  readi- 
]i  conceived  with  what  relucUince  men  would  quit 
meir  homes,  leaving  their  families  at  the  mercy  of 
such  beings,  subject  to  be  operated  upon  by  such  a 
foe^a  foe  then  in  league  with  every  desperate 
band  of  roving  and  lawless  savages  that  could  be 
seduced  into  their  bloody  service,  reckless  of  the 
well-known  fact  that,  in  that  service,  they  would 
spare  neither   age,  sex,  nor  condition.     I  shall, 
however,  doubtless,  be  told^that  none  of  these  evil 
consequences  ensued.   Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that 
I  am  now  only  speaking  of  things  in  the  light  in 
which  thev  naturally  and  properly  presented  them- 
selves at  the  time,  and  not  that  which  they  have 
since  assumed.     As  far  as  my  information  goes, 
the  British  made  no  attempt  to  excite  the  slaves 
either  to  murder  or  revolt.    No,  sir,  they  pursued 
a  very  different  course.     Like  Gen.  Jaclcson,  they 
had  been  taught  to  believe  that  a  larse  portion  of 
the  citizens  of  Louisiana,  and  particularly  those  of 
French  and  Spanish  extraction,  were  inimical  to 
the  Union.      To  these,  therefore,  they  addressed 
proclamations,  assuring  them  that  they  came  as 
friends,  and  not  as  enemies;  and  promising  security 
and  protection  both  to  themselves  and  their  proper- 
ty.   These  facts,  with  many  others,  bad  a  natural 
tendency  to  mislead  the  commanding  general  as 
to  the  extent  of  that  disaffection.     Louisiana  was, 
moreover,  a  purchased  province;  and  we  ar&told 
by  Mr.  Martin,  the  historian  mainly  relied  on  by 
the  opposers  of  this  bill,  that  the  transfer  was  at- 
tendea  with  no  little  Rloom  and  discontent.    This 
was  a  natural,  and  Dy  no  meHns  an  unpatriotic 
feeling.     The  allepance  of  the  heart  is  not  to  be 
purchased.     The  lather-land  is  a  green  spot  in  ihe 
waste  of  every  man's  memory,  which  visits  him  in 
his  dreams,  and  comes  to  him  in  his  day-dreams. 
How  much  of  that  feeling  still  remained,  was  yet 
to  be  seen;     If  the  embers  were  not  extinct,  here 
was  a  most  propitious  opportunity  of  kindling  the 
flame  anew.    The  Spanish  inhabitants  were  told 
that  England  and  Spain  were  fast  friends,  and  for 
years  had  been  warring  side  by  side,  in  the  same 
great  cause;  and  the  French  were  told,  that  that 
great  cause  included  the  restoration  of  the  legiti- 
mate sovereign  of  France  to  the  throne  of  his  an- 
cestors.    What  sane  man  would  undertake  to  say 
that  all  these  apoeals  would  fall  on  cold  unwilling 
ears;  particularly  v^hen,  in  all  human  probability, 
the  British  had^  ample  means  to  make  good  their 
promises  both  ofprotectionandsectuiiyt 

But  there  was  still  a  third  class,  who  neither 
owed  nor  professed  any  allegiance  to  this  nation. 
The  city  and  country  were  filled  with  foreigners 
andstnmgers  fVom  every  clime  and  zone,  of  every 
tribe  and  tongue,  whose  sole  business  was  to  better 
their  condition— having  more  or  less  interest  staked 
on  the  result  of  the  coming  contest.  Who  would 
pretend  to  vouch  that  these  ''lookers  on  in  Vienna" 
were  all  good  men  and  true,  and  rfeady  to  "do  or 
die*'  in  a  cause  not  their  ownl  Or  who  would  even 
vouch  that  they  would  not  join  the  enemy,  who 
seemed  to  have  victory  already  written  on  his  ban- 
netl  Sir,  had  one-half  of  the  population  of  this 
country  pledged  themselves  for  the  patriotism  of 
the  other,  it  could  not  have  been  expected  that  a 
man  as  deeply  read  in  that  intricate  volume — the 
human  heart— and  as  well  acauainted  with  all  its 
springs  of  action,  as  €kneral  Jackson  is  known  to 
be,  would  have  given  it  a  moment's  credence.  But 
General  Jackson  was  not  left  lo  speculate  upon 
this  general  knowledge  of  men  and  things.  He 
was  warned  and  fbre warned  previous  to  reach- 
ing Louisiana — and  that,  too,  from  the  very  highest 
authority  in  the  land— that  it  was  filled  with  spies 
and  traitors.  True,  Mr.  Martin  attempts  to  show 
that  Gkneral  Jackson  bad  been  the  informer,  and 
succeeded  in  imbuing  the  mind  of  Claiborne  with 
suspicions  not  his  own.  He  says  (speaking  of 
General  Jackson)  "unfortunately,  be  had  been  sur- 
rounded, frpm  the  moment  of  his  arrival,  by  per- 
sons from  the  ranks  of  the  opposition  to  Claiborne, 
Hall,  and  the  State  Government;  and  it  was  soon 
discovered  thai  he  had  become  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  a  great  part  of  the  population  of  Louis- 
iana was  disaffected,  and  the  city  full  of  traitors 
imd  apies."   It  appeart  that  such  were  his  senti- 


ments as  early  as  the  8th  of  September;  for,  in  a  let- 
ter of  Claiborne,  which  he  has  since  published,  the 
Governor  j70»ni  in  (he  opinion,  and  writes  to  dim: 
'4  agree  with  you,  that  our  coimtry  is  full  of  spies 
and  traitors."  And  yet  this  inopartial  hi^torian  had 
before  him  both  Letour  and  Eaton,  each  of  them 
containing  the  defence  offered  by  General  Jackson 
on  his  trial  before  Judge  Hall :  in  which  were  nu- 
merous extracts  of  letters  from  Governor  Claiborne 
to  himself,  solemnly  warning  him  against  these 
very  traitors.  From  one  of  them,  written  just  one 
month  prior  to  that  from  which  Mr.  Martin  has 
garbled  the  line  above  quoted,  I  make  the  following 
extract: 

*1  hart  reMon  to  calculate  on  the  pairioUam  of  the  interior 
and  weeiero  countiee.  I  know,  also,  there  are  many  faiihfal 
ciilsene  in  New  Orleans;  but  there  are  others  in  whose  attach* 
meat  to  the  United  States  I  ought  not  to  confide.  Upon  the 
whole,  sir,  I  cannot  dinulse  the  fact,  that,  if  Louisiana  should 
be  attacked,  we  must  principaUy  depend  for  security  upon  the 
prompt  moyemenia  of  the  regular  (orce  under  your  command, 
and  the  mliillaof  the  Western  States  and  Territories." 

I  will  also  make  a  quotation  from  this  same  let- 
ter of  the  8th  of  September,  which  did  not  answer 
the  purpose  of  Mr.  Martin,  and  which  he,  there- 
fore, found  it  convenient  to  suppress.  Speaking 
of  New  Orleans,  the  Governor  says:  "There  is  in 
this  city  a  much  greater  spirit  of  disaffection  than 
I  had  anticipated;  and  among  the  faithful  Louisi- 
anians,  there  is  a  despondency  which  palsies  all  my 
preparations."  Mr.  Martin  proceeds:  "The  Gov- 
ernor was  not  unwilling  to  increase  his  own  merit 
by  magnifying  the  obstacles  he  had  to  sur- 
inount-,  he  therefore  stated,  in  his  correspondence 
with  Jackson,  every  oppositionhe  met  with;  and  did 
not  fail  to  represent  every  one,  who  did  not  think 
as  he  did,  as  inimical  to  the  country."  Here  we 
have  the  strange  spectacle  of  Jackson  being  at  the 
same  time  surrounded  "by  persons  from  the  ranks 
of  the  opposition  to  Claiborne,  Hall,  and  the  State 
Government,"  and  Claiborne  himself  constituting 
one  of  that  opposition.  In  modem  parlance  "the 
General  seems  to  hare  stolen  the  Governor,"  and  ar- 
rayed him  not  only  against  his  friends,  but  against 
himself. 

But  Governor  Claiborne  was  not  the  only  source 
from  which  General  Jackson  received  his  impres- 
sions of  the  want  of  fidelity  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Louisiana,  as  Mr.  Martin  himself  shows.  He 
proceeds:  "  Those  who  immediately  surrounded 
Jackson  on  his  arrival,  with  a  view  to  enhance  his 
reliance  on  them,  availed  themselves  of  every  op- 
portunity to  increase  his  sense  of  danger."  And 
who  were  those  meni  At  their  head  stood  Liv- 
ingston and  Duncan^men  who  would  rank  high,  in 
any  age  or  country,  for  talens  and  probity;  who 
had  lived  long  in  the  city,  and  had  the  very  best 
means  of  correct  information.  Can  it,  then,  be  a 
cause  of  wonder  that  General  Jackson  believed  the 
country  was  full  of  "spies  and  traitors'!"  or  a  mat- 
ter of  reproach  that  he  resorted  to  the  most  ener- 
getic measures  to  render  treason  abortive?  But 
was  there,  in  truth,  no  treachery^  That  there  was 
much  less  than  the  General  oelieved  to  exist,  I 
feel  great  pleasure  in  conceding.  But  that  there 
was  still  enough  to  demand  all  his  vigilance  and 
skill,  none  ought  to  deny.  For  proof  of  this  fact, 
I  refer  to  Latour,  who  is  himself  a  Creole  of  the 
country,  and  whose  prejudices  and  feelings  are, 
therefore,  all  presumed  to  be  in  favor  of  its  citizens, 
and  opposed  to  whatever  may  be  construed  to  their 

Erejndice.  After  describing  a  village  on  the  left 
ank,  and  near  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Bienvenue, 
which  he  says  '*  contained  thirty  or  forty  fisher- 
men, almost  all  Spaniards  or  Portuguese,"  ten  of 
who^e  names  he  gives^  as  he  says,  "to  consign  them 
to  execration  and  inxamy,"  he  proceeds:  "These 
all  were  known  to  have  aided  the  British  in  dis- 
embarking their  troops,  serving  as  pilots  on  board 
their  vessels  and  boats,  and  acting  as  spies  from 
the  period  of  their  arrival  on  the  coast."  (See  pages 
82  and  83.) 

I  also  refer  to  the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Charles  K.  Blanchard,  of  New  Orleans,  to  General 
Jackson,  which  will  be  found  in  Eaton,  p.  445: 

'*9ia:  I  have  the  honor,  agreeably  to  your  requf  st,  to  state  to 
TOO r  excellency  tlie  substance  of  a  convsrsation  that  occurred 
between  Qoartermaster  Peddle,  of  the  British  arn.y,  and  my- 
self, on  the  Itth  Instant,  on  board  hla  Biitannic  Majesty's  ship 
Herald.  Quartermaster  Paddie  observed,  that  the  command- 
ing officers  of  the  British  forces  were  daily  in  the  receipt  of 
every  information  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans  which  they 
might  require,  In  aid  of  their  operations  for  the  completion  of 
the  objectsof  the  expedition;  that  they  were  perfectlT  acquaint- 
ed with  the  sitaaUon  of  erety  part  of  our  iorces,  the  manner 
in  which  the  same  was  situated,  the  number  of  our  fortifica- 
lioM,  their  strfAfth,  position,  Ac.  As  to  the  battery  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Mlasiasi|ipi,  be  described  its  situation,  tta  die- 
lanee  ffon  tha  mala  poai|  and  promptly  oflbrad  dm  a  plan  of 


the  worlcs.  He  furthermore  stated,  that  the  above  inforuiaiion 
was  received  from  seven  or  eight  persons  in  the  city  of  Ni'W 
Orleans,  fh>m  whom  he  could  at  aiiy  hour  prorure  every  In- 
formation necessary  to  promote  his  Majesty'^  interest." 

If  there  was  treason  here — and  that  there  was, 
no  one  can  with  truth  deny — ^then  never  was  there 
on  earth  a  country  in  which  that  treason  might 
play  its  part  with  more  serarlty  and  success,  or 
which  demanded  more  prudence  and  skill  to  detect 
and  to  disarm  it.  Look,  sir,  at  the  country  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  Orleans:  a  narrow  strip  of  land  on 
either  side  of  the  river,  varying  irom  a  half  to  two 
miles  in  width,  pent  in  on  all  sides  by  swamps  al- 
most impervious  to  the  foot  of  man,  and  intersected 
by  innumerable  bayous  and  canals,  connecting  the 
Mii^sissippi  with  the  surrounding  gulfs  and  nays 
and  lakes.  But,  in  order  fully  to  appreciate  ine 
view  of  the  case  it  is  my  object  to  impress,  it  is  im- 
portant to  understand  something  of  the  plan  adopted 
D^  the  commanding  general  for  the  defence  of  the 
city  He  had  obviously  but  two,  between  which  to 
choose:  one  was.  to  collect  his  entire  forcn  in  its 
vicinity,  wait  tne  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
settle  the  fate  of  the  citv  by  one  bloody  death- 
8tragffle.«  This  he  wisely  declined,  because  he 
would  still  have  it  as  a  dernier  resort,  should 
he  fail  in  the  other.  That  plan  was  to  keep 
his  main  force  at  or  near  New  Orleans,  seize  on 
all  the  avenues  of  approach,  though  at  such  a  dis- 
tance from  it  as  to  cover  ana  protect  as  manv  of 
the  well  disposed  inhabitants  as  he  could,  without 
weakening  nis  position;  at  the  same  time  keeping 
in  check  those  he  dared  not  trust;  holding  the 
enemy  at  arm's  length  as  long  as  possible;  and, 
when  able  to  do  so  no  longer,  falling  back,  and  se- 
lecting the  best  ground  on  which  to  give  him  bat- 
tle. From  what  I  have  said,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  was  a  complete  cordon  of  pickets  or  outposts 
surrounding  the  city,  occupying  all  the  avenues  of 
approach  to  it,  and  as  thorough!  v  cutting  off*  all 
communication  between  the  space  included  within 
this  cordon  and  the  balance  ot  the  world,  as  though 
it  bad  been  circumyallated  by  a  wall  or  ditch,  so 
long  as  these  pickets  could  be  maintained;  and  all 
proved  true.  This  it  was  that  rendered  the  city  at 
ail  times  not  only  a  camp,  but  the  very  heart  and 
centre  of  that  camp.  But  how  easy  was  it  for 
treason  to  defeat  even  this  noble  plan  of  defencel 
Only  the  river  termini  of  these  bayous  could  be 
occupied  by  the  American  army;  while  the  ene- 
my, from  their  superior  naval  power,  would  of 
course  seize  on  their  entrances  into  the  gulf.  No 
interm^iate  point  could  be  occupied  by  either,  as 
it  was  one  entire  morass.  In  this  state  of  things, 
]  it  is  evident  that  the  British  had  the  power,  not 
only  to  select  their  own  point  of  attack,  but  to  make 
as  many  feints  as  they  might  think  fit;  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  distinguish  the  one  from 
the  other,  until  they  should  reach  the  firm  ground 
near  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  All,  then,  that 
was  wanting  on  their  part,  in  order  to  insure  sue* 
cess,  was  to  deceive  the  commanding  general  by  a 
false  attack,  either  above  or  below  the  city,  and 
thereby  draw  his  main  force  in  that  direction,  while 
the  real  approach  should  be  made  on  the  opposite 
side.  All  this,  had  it  not  been  restrained  by  the 
most  rigid  means,  treachery  would  have  attempted, 
and  might  not  have  done  so  in  vain. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the  condition  of 
things  at  home,  let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  for  a  mo- 
ment in  the  opposite  direction.  About  the  period 
of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  Gten.  Jackson  received 
intelligence  of  an  undoubted  character  that  the  en- 
emy was  near  at  hand.  Eighty  vessels,  filled  with 
troops  and  munitions  of  war,  were  already  ofifPen- 
sacola,  and  as  many  more  were  hourly  expected. 
Believing  the  entire  control  of  all  the  resources  of 
the  country  to  be  indispensable  to  its  defence,  and 
that  these  resources  could  not  be  applied  to  so  good 
a  purpose;  believing,  also,  tliat  unrestrained  lib- 
erty of  person — when  applied  to  such  as  would^ 
from  necessity  or  choice,  be  included  within  the 
city  to  be  defended,  or  the  adjacent  territory  cover- 
ed by  his  posts— to  be  utterly  incompatible  with 
either  discipline  or  safety.  General  Jackson  ap- 
plied to  the  Legislature,  then  in  session,  to  suspend 
for  a  time  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  That  body, 
like  himself,  seem  to  have  felt  the  importance  of 
the  crisis;  for  they  not  only  passed  a  law  closing 
up  all  the  courts  of  justice,  but  also  one  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  the  vessels  in  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans. Even  Judge  Hall,  yielding  to  the  pressure 
of  the  emergency,  thought  fit— without  law,  or 
trial,  or  bail— to  discharge  all  the  prisoners  com- 
mitted under  process  of  the  United  States,  no  mat- 
ter what  their  crimes,  In  older  to  fill  the  raal^ 
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the  army.  Still,  the  proposal  to  suspend  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  met  with  opposition,  and  was  yet  un- 
der discussion,  when,  on  the  14th  of  December,  the 
battle  of  the  lakes  was  fought,  by  which  we  lost  all  the 
gun-boats  on  the  station,  and  gave  the  enemy  un- 
limited control  of  the  entire  coast,  and  full  power 
to  select  his  point  of  attack.  This  was,  indeed,  a 
most  critical,  a  most  startling  moment.  Recollect 
that  neither  Coffee.  Carroll,  Adair,  nor  Hind  had 

J  a  arrived;  and  that  I  have  before  said  General 
ackson's  available  force  for  the  defence  of  the 
city  was  but  about  1,300  efficient  men.  That  of  the 
enemv  was,  of  course,  unknown,  and  variously  re- 

EDrted  from  twelve  to  twenty  thousand.  One  thing, 
owever,wa8  certain:  the  same  victorious  army, 
though  greatly  increased  in  numbers,  that  a  few 
months  before  had  wrapped  this  proud  Capitol  in 
flames,  and  laid  siege  to  Baltimore — then  the  third 
city  in  the  Union-^was  there.  The  rame  army 
that  had  marched  unscathed  through  this  populous 
region,  abounding  in  resources,  both  of  men  and 
munitions,  twenty-fold  greater  than  General  Jack- 
son could  command,  was  to  be  encountered,  and  the 
trial  hour  was  at  hand.  This,  sir,  was  no  time  to 
waste  in  protracted  debate  upon  measures  to  be  ta- 
ken; no  time,  either,  for  making  laws,  or  unravel* 
ling  the  "nice  auiliets"  of  laws  already  made.  Dis- 
may and  contusion  reigned  predominant.  The 
boldest  doubted,  and  the  timid  despaired,  of  suc- 
cess. The  commanding  general  saw  that  the  fate 
of  the  city  rested  upon  himself  alone;  and  that,  with- 
out a  resort  to  extraordinary  measures,  it  must  in- 
evitablv  be  lost.  He  did  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment; but  met  this,  as  he  has  done  every  oth- 
er emergency,  promptly,  not  blindly.  Yes,  sir, 
at  this  startling  moment,  when  fresh  dangers 
and  difficulties  were  hourly  thronging  upon  him 
— when  the  enemy,  proud  in  their  discipline,  and 
confident  in  their  numbers,  were  pressing  forward 
as  to, certain* victory — when  the  circle  of  fate 
seemed  closing  rapidly  around  him,  and  its  very 
billows  already  breaking  at  his  feet — ^as  the  only 
means  of  escape  left  him,  he  ventured  to  declare 
martial  law.  He  saw  that  the  arm  of  the  civil  au- 
thority, though  nerveless  for  all  purposes  of  good, 
might,  if  unrestrained,  become  potent  in  evil,  (nor 
were  nis  fears  vain,  as  experience  hasproven,)  and, 
therefore,  he  ventured  to  put  it  aside,  as  tmsuited  for 
the  times,  and  to  substitute  martial  law  in  its  stead. 
He  knew  that  if  evil  should  srow  out  of  it,  that 
evil  would  fall  most  heavily  on  himself;  but  if  sood 
followed,  that  eood  would  be  his  country's  alone. 
Still,  sir,  he  did  not  hesitate.  For  him,  such  an  al- 
ternative had  no  terrors.  The  defence  of  a  noble 
city  had  been  intrusted  to  his  skill  and  valor;  and 
he  would  have  felt  himself  a  traitor  to  that  trust, 
had  he  sacrificed  it,  by  ^'implicit  obedience,"  under 
the  pressing  exigencies  of  war,  to  laws  formed 
for  ''piping  times  6f  peace."  Sir,  it  were  just  as 
vain  to  hope  for  such  obedience^  at  such  an  hour, 
as  for  rigid  etiquette  on  board  of  a  sinking  man-of- 
war. 

But  whatever  may  be  said  as  to  the  power  or  ne- 
cessity of  declaring  martial  law,  none  who  wit- 
nessed its  operation  can  doubt  for  a  moment  as  to 
its  beneCcial  results.  All  saw  that  a  bold  hand  had 
taken  the  helm — whether  rightfully  or  not,  no  one 
thought  fit  to  inquire.  All  eyes  were  turned  upon 
one  man;  and  that  man,  looking  as  proud  and  un- 
bending as  though  he  were  the  very  genius  of  the 
storm  that  was  thickening  around  him,  with  the 
power  to  hush  it  by  a  whisper.  The  boldest  heart 
beat  bolder,  and  the  coward  fell  himself  possessed  of 
spirit  not  his  own.  All  felt  the  necessity  of  strict  and 
prompt  obedience.  Confidence  was  renewed,  and 
order  sprung  out  of  chaos.  A  guide  star  rose  oat 
of  the  gloom,  and  led  the  way  to  victory;  and  such 
a  victory,  sir,  as  finds  no  parallel  even  in  the  proud 
annals  ot  this  nation.  All  will  at  once  conclude 
that  I  am  alluding  to  the  memorable  8th  of  Jan- 
nary.  Not  so.  I  mean  that  of  the  SSd  of  Decem- 
ber, in  which  Gteneral  Jackson,  at  the  head  of  two 
thousand  undisciplined  troops,  met  in  the  open 
*  field,  and  repulsea,  more  than  double  that  numser 
of  England's  choicest  veterans.  I  am  particular  in 
saying  that  General  Jackson  led  this  attack;  for  it 
was  but  yesterday  that  a  Whig  friend  of  mine,  and 
a  memMr  of  this  House,  asked  me,  in  sober 
earnest,  whether  the  old  chief  was  really  there. 
Yes,  sir,  he  wns.  in  good  truth,  there;  or,  my  word 
for  it,  none  of  nis  army  would  have  been  there. 
And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  a  lapse  of  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  comes  this  cold  hypercritical 
age  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  military  ehiiracter  of 
a  man  who  dared  fight  and  win  such  a  battle. 
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Yes,  sir,  men  who  would  turn  pale  at  the  flash  of 
a  musket,  even  if  fired  by  themselves,  coolly  tell 
us  that,  notwithstanding  General  Jack5;on  saved 
New  Odeans  against  hopeless  odds,  and  contrary 
to  the  expectation  of  a  large  majority  of  all  who 
understood  his  true  condition,  still  he  was  telirely 
deceived  as  to  what  he  believed  one  of  the  main 
causes  of  that  success.  Of  this  class  is  the  Ken- 
tucky pamphleteer.  He  first  assumes  that  the  only 
object  of  martial  law  was  to  prevent  correspond- 
ence with  the  enemy,  and  then  proceeds:  "Butifthat 
was  his  object,  he  entirely  failed  in  accomplishing 
what  was  intend^;  for  he  himself  tells  us  it  was 
ascertained  from  the  British  officers,  after  the 
peace,  that  they  were  fully  informed  of  everything 
that  happened  in  the  city,  from  the  first  to  last." 
This  gentleman  has  certainly  made  a  mistake,  and 
whetted  his  sword  on  the  back  instead  of  the  edge. 
If  his  argument  is  to  have  any  weight,  it  must  con- 
cede what  its  author  has  most  strenuously  denied 
throughout  his  entire  pamphlet — that  there  were 
spies  and  traitors  in  New  Orleans.  And  still  it  by 
no  means  follows,  because  these  spies  and  traitors 
found  means  to  elude  the  many  precautions  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  their  com- 
munication with  the  enemy,  that  these  precautions 
were  either  unwise  or  improper.  I  leave  this 
question  to  be  settled  by  a  liberal  community— 
between  a  quibbling  lawyer  and  a  fighting  gen- 
eral. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  second  point  in  issue — the 
propriety  of  continuing  martial  law.  I  am  well 
aware,  sir,  that  there  is  a  much  greater  contrariety 
of  opinion  on  this  point,  than  on  that  to  which  1 
have  been  calling  the  attention  of  the  House.  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  a  large  majority  even  of  the 
Whig  party  consider  the  declaration  of  martial 
law  as  not  only  justifiable,  but  commendable;  many 
of  them  also  aamit  that  it  was  properly  enforced. 
A  large  portion  of  them,  however,  who  justify  its 
declaration  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  contend 
that  it  was  continued  too  lone,  and  after  that  ne- 
cessity had  ceased.  To  such,  I  beg  leave  to  present 
a  few  considerations  touching  that  necessity.  The 
opinion  of  the  commanding  general  is  certainly 
entitled  to  great  weight.  To  deny  this,  would  be 
to  contend  that  the  pilot  who  has  successfully 
guided  his  vessel  over  the  darkling  waves,  and 
amidst  the  wildest  tempests,  is  utterly  unfit  to  de- 
cide upon  the  termination  of  the  very  tempests 
which  he  has  so  successfully  buffeted.  I  need  not 
say,  sir,  that  In  his  opinion,  and  with  all  the  lights 
he  possessed,  the  continuance  of  martial  law  was 
just  as  essential  to  retain  the  advantages  he  had 
gained  over  the  enemy,  as  its  declai-ation  was  to 
win  them  in  the  first  instance.  True,  sir,  there  was 
not  that  present  and  visible  emergency.  The  enemy 
was  not  in  sight;  but  was  the  necessity  for  vigilance 
and  strict  discipline,  therefore,  the  less,  when  it 
was  known  that  he  lay  in  striking  distance,  able, 
and  no  doubt  willing,  to  turn  to  his  advantage  eve- 
ry occurrence  in  the  American  army,  if  any  should 
happen  by  which  he  might  hope  to  wash  out  the 
disgrace  ne  had  sustained?  As  much  weight  as 
this  opinion  has  with  me^  and  ought  to  have  with 
all  who  wish  to  form  an  loapartial  judgment,  I  do 
not  intend  to  press  it  on  thi£t  House.  It  is  my  pur- 
pose to  meet  the  opponents  of  this  bill  upon  a  sim- 
ple history  of  facts,  which  none  of  them  will  find 
It  convenient  to  deny.  When  do  they  say  martial 
law  should  have  ceased  its  sway"?  Certainly  not 
immediately  after  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  January; 
for  although  the  enemy  were  defeated  with  most 
terrible  slaughter,  leaving  one-fourth  of  their  whole 
number  engaged,  and  three  out  of  four  of  Iheir 
generals  dead;  dr  wounded  on  the  field,  and  the 
rest  were  seen 

BafRed  and  broke,  and  ruehing  back 
Tn  ocean,  on  their  own  red  track — 

still,  sir,  although  they  fled  fast,  they  did  not 
fle^  far.  They  soon  recovered  of  their  panic,  and, 
resuming  their  old  position,  continued  to  growl  back 
defiance  from  their  deep-mouthed  guns.  Notwith- 
standing their  heavy  loss,  they  still  more  than 
doubled  the  force  by  which  they  had  been  defeated. 
General  Jackson's  effective  force  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  was,  when  the  battle  began,  3,700; 
that  of  the  enemy  was,  at  the  same  time,  estimated 
at  9,000.  None  will  then  say  that  martial  law 
should  have  ceased  on  the  8th,  nor  at  any  time 
while  the  enemy  oceupied  their  position  in  sight  of 
our  lines.  Certainly  not  on  the  I7th  of  the  same 
month,  while  they  were  yet  bombaading  Fort  St. 
Philip,  which  commanded  the  MiSisissippi,  and 
whicn  taken,  or  passed,  would  have  enabled  their 


vessels  of  war  to  reach  New  Orleans,  and  to  have 
laid  it  in  ashes  in  an  hour  after  reaching  it.  Kor 
yet  on  the  12ih  of  February,  when  they  wire  ^^ 
oeiving  the  capitulation  of  Fort  Bowyer,  whicli 
left  uncovered  the  bay  and  city  of  Mobile  nA. 
gave  the  enemy  command  of  what  I  have  before 
said  was  the  most  secure  and  certain  point  from 
which  to  renew  their  operations  against  New  Or- 
leans, by  calling  to  their  aid  the  numerons border, 
ing  tribes  of  hostile  Indians.  No,  sir,  not  eveii 
then ;  but  the  moment  the  fir^t  news  of  peace 
reached  New  Orleans.  So,  at  least,  say  the  oppo* 
rers  of  this  bill,  with  one  accord. 

This  news  was  received  on  the  nij^fatof  the  I8th 
of  February,  was  brought  by  Mr.  Livingston,  and 
came  direct  from  the  enemy.  It  is  true,  sir,  there  is 
an  attempt  made  by  Mr.*  Martin,  and  ^11  othenwho 
have  thought  fit  to  believe  him,  and  him  only,  to 
show  that  the  same  information  was  received  irom 
a  different  channel  about  the  same  time.  The  tmih 
is,  that  Lord  Cochrane*s  letter  to  General  jackjon 
reached  him,  by  the  mouth  of  the  Missl&iippi,afew 
days  after  his  verbal  communication  of  tne  same 
fact  by  Mr.  Livingston,  who  came  by  the  nearer 
lake  route.  Was  this  information,  coming  direct 
from  the  enemy,  such  as  ought  to  liave  produced 
any  change  or  relaxation  in  the  measures  of  the 
American  Generall  The  enemy,  who  had  in  the 
mean  time  received  a  large  reinforcement— eqnal, 
and  more  than  equal,  to  the  number  he  had  lost  in 
battle — had  entire  command  of  the  neighborifif 
seas — and  lay  within  a  day's  sail  of  New  Orleans. 
If  his  intentioi^  were  peaceful,  and  his  infomt- 
,  tion  such  as  he  could  rely  on  himself,  why  did  be 
not  propose  a  cessation  of  hostilities  to  General 
Jackson,  through  Mr.  Livingstonl  The  fact  that 
he  did  not  do  so,  was,  of  itself,  well  calculated  to 
make  the  impression  that  it  was  a  mere  stratagem 
of  war;  and  if  General  Jackson,  depending  on 
such  information,  had  relaxed  his  discipline,  or 
disbanded  his  army,  and  thereby  lost  New  Orleans, 
the  very  men  who  are  now  hunting  him  dovn 
ft)r  the  course  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  porsae, 
would  have  denounced  him  as  a  traitor  tor  cor- 
responding  with,  and  taking  counsel  of,  theeoemy. 
Instead,  however,  of  this  report  lorming  any  pre- 
text for  the  relaxation  of  disci])ine,  it  created  a 
strong  necessity  for  its  more  rigid  enforcement. 
It  was  busily  circulated  mong  the  soldienr,  that  a 
treaty  of  peaq?  had  been  concluded  ana  ratified 
between  the  two  countries,  and  that  there  was  no 
longer  any  necessity  for  their  continuing  in  the 
field;  and  they,  of  course,  soon  grew  restless  and 
impatient  of  restraint.  Men  for  whom  war  had 
no  terrors,  now  thai  the  foe  had  disappeared,  and 
the  excitement  produced  by  his  presence  had  sob- 
sided,  soon  became  tired  of  the  necessary  drudgery 
of  the  field.  Their  thoughts  naturally  turned  from 
war  to  peace,  and  their  own  firesides  rose  tempting* 
ly  and  oeautifully  before  them.  The  city  troops, 
who  should  have  been  the  last^  were  the  first  to  ma- 
nifest a  spirit  of  insubordination.  Many  claimed 
leave  to  return  to  the  citv  ;  and  i(  is  contended 
that  they  were  entitled  to  this  indulgence,  as  their 
families  or  friends  resided  there.  The  gay  car- 
nival season,  too,  was  drawing  to  a  close;  and 
their  national  love  of  pleasure  (for  they  were 
mostly  of  French  origin)  was  too  stronr  for  their 
patriotism.  Not  having  succeeded  in  their  appli- 
cation to  Gen.  Jackson,  many,  who  were  known 
to  be  American  citizens,  applied  to,  and  received 
protection  of,  the  French  consul,  who  invariahly 
certified  them  to  be  citizens  of  France.  Armed 
with  these  certificates,  they  demanded  their  dis- 
charge, leaving  their  brother  soldiers  from  distant 
States  to  defend  the  very  firesides  which  they  were 
so  eager  to  enjoy. 

Such  an  example  at  such  a  lime  would  haye  dis- 
solved the  army.  An  entire  regiment,  with  the 
exception  only  of  fifteen  men,  who  were  left  to 
guard  the  very  avenue  by  which  the  cn«mT  bad 
made  his  approach,  had  already  abandoned  tiai 
important  position;  and  others,  equally  important, 
were  partially  deserted.  In  such  a  crisis,  the  com- 
manding general  could  not  hesitate.  History.preg* 
nam  wfth  warning,  lay  open  to  his  view.  Gapna 
of  old  rose  naturally  before  him;  and  tbeTictoroi 
Cannae,  with  his  rent  garlands,  adnnonished  him 
that  the  ease  and  luxury  of  a  petty  town  had  con- 
quered an  army  that  had  overcome  both  the  Ro- 
mans and  the  Alps.  And  was  be  to  permit  a  gratfr 
ful  city,  which  had  just  been  rescued  from  desl^u^ 
tion  by  his  own  and  th«  valor  of  his  army,  w 
become  to  that  army  what  Capua  had  been  lo  an 
invading  enemy?  Was  he  to  permii  that  city,  cva 
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<wUh  the  hand  of  kiDdness,  to  pluck  from  his  own 
aad  his  soldiers'  brows  the  very  laarels  they  had 
won  io  her  defence^    No,  sir;  his  paih  of  doty  lay 
plainly  before  him,  and  he  porsaed  it  withoat  de- 
fay  or  hesitation.    AH  foreigners  who  had  taken 
protection  under  the  French  consnl  were  ordered 
to  leave  New  Orleans  forthwith,  and|  the  consul 
iras  ordered. to  go  with  them;   for  they  were  all 
doing  their  best  to  fill  it  with  mutiny  and  dissen- 
sion.   Such  as  claimed  to  be  foreigners,  but  who 
were  found,  upon  an  examination  of  the  poll-books, 
to  have  voted  a^an  election  then  but  recently  held 
in  the  city,  were  ordered  to  the  lines,  and  compelled 
to  perform  the  duty  of  soldiers.  This  course,  how- 
ever necessary  and  proper  in  itself,  was  well  cal- 
culated to  create  discontent  among  the  friends  of 
that  class  to  whom  it  particularly  applied;  and 
when  perverted,  (as  it  was,)  to  extend  that  dis- 
content throughout  the  arm]^.     At  this  most  fa- 
vorable  Gonjanctnre,  Louallier  and  Judge  Hall 
made  their  appearance.    I  do  not  say  they  acted 
in  concert,  alinough  this  charge  was  made  and 
believed  by  many  at  the  time.     They  are  now 
both  in  the  grave;  and  I  intend  to  say  nothing  of 
either,  not  warranted  by  proof,  and  essential  to  the 
merits  of  this  case.    Neither  of  them  had  raised  a 
hand  in  defence  of  the  country.    Judge  Hall,  who, 
we  are  told  by  his  admirers,  (and  I  shall  not  con- 
tradict them,)  was  a  mild,  amiable  man,  lefl  the 
city  just  before  the  British  were  expected;  when 
confusion  and  dismay  were  seizing  un  all  ranks 
and  orders  of  men,  which  his  presence 'and  ex- 
ample might  have  done  much  to  allay,  and  which 
his  flight  was  but  too  well  calculated  to  increase. 
Louallier,  on  the  contrary,  remained  in  the  city. 
Still,  sir,  with  the  enemy  before  his  eyes,  and  their 
cannon  thundering  daily  and  nightly  in  his  ears, 
he  struck  not  a  blow  in  her  defence.  No;  not  even 
in  the  first  battle,  when  he  saw  his  countrymen  going 
forth  to  combat  against  double  their  numbers  of  the 
best  troops  that  Europe  could  boast,  and  when  an 
armed  man  w^s  worth  his  weight  in  gold.    True, 
those  gentlemen  wereboth  exempts;  fur  one  was  a 
legislator^  and  the  other  a  judge.     In  this  condi- 
tion of  things,and  on  the  3d  of  March,  Lonallier's 
publication  arraigning  the  course  of  the  command- 
ing general,  in  the  severest  manner,  as  oppressive 
and  unjust,  exciting  the  troops  to  mutiny,  and  giv- 
ing the  enemy  fuU  notice  of  the  extent  to  which  it 
already  prevailedj  made  its  appearance  in  the  Lou- 
isiana Gazette.    His  friends  have  contented  them- 
selves with  calling  this  publication  ill-timed  and 
imprudent;  Gkneral  Jaekson  has  designated  it  by 
much  more  appropriate,  but  far  less  glossing  terms. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  Louallier  was  put  under 
arrest,  and  a  court-martial  ordered  for  his  trial.  Of 
this  trial,  my  time  will  not  permit  me  to  speak;  nor 
is  it  at  all  necessary,  as  it  forms  no  one  of  the 
causes  assigned  by.  Judge  Hall  for  ioflicliuf  the 
fine  now  unaer  consideration.  On  the  same  day.  a 
writ  of  habetu  corpus  was  sued  out  in  favor  of 
Louallier,  and  on  that  day,  Jod^e  Hall  made  the 
usual  official  endorsement,  reqnirmg  General  Jack- 
son to  appear  before  him,  and  show  cause  for  his 
detention.  Gkmeral  Jackson,  instead  of  answering, 
retained  the  writ,  and  arrested  the  Judge.  For 
this  arrest  and  this  detention  the  fine  was  inflicted. 
Recollect,  sir,  that  martial  law  was  just  as  much  in 
force  on  this  day,  as  on  the  day  it  was  first  declared. 
Recollect,  also,  what  1  have  before  said,  that  the 
only  news  of  peace  had  come  direet  from  a  de- 
feated enemy;  that  this  enemy,  greatly  reinforced, 
lay  within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  New  Orleans;  and  that 
no  proposition  for  an  armistice  had  been  made  by 
the  British  commander. 

It  is  part  of  the  history  of  the  country,  not  to  be 
coniroverted,  that  information  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  first  reached  this  eity.  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1815.  The  followingcircular  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
announcing  that  inforoiation,  was  at  once  prepared 
to  be  sent  to  the  difierent  ccnknaDding  omcers 
throughout  the  Union: 

(**CIRC0LAR.'') 

**DBPARnRzif  o#  Wax,  Feb.  11, 1815. 
^HIir:  It  im  with  crMt  mbfaciion  liDform  7011  that  a  treaty 
of  peac*  waa  eoncToded  betweeo  iha  ITnited  Staiee  and  Qreat 
Britain,  nn  the  9l(h  dar  of  December  last.  A  copy  of  the 
ireaiy  wai  received  to-dar  by  Mr.  Cartoll,  hae  been  examined 
by  the  Preeidenl,  and  wiU,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  ratified.  I 
(ire  you  ttiia  informalton,  that  hoetHitlea  jnay  immediately 
ceaaenet 


, 


itweea  our  troope  aod  those  of  Great  Britain. 
*'l  hare  the  honor  to  be. 

**Yottr  most  obedient  wrrant,   ' 

"JAMBS  MONROE." 

A  copy  of  this  circular  was  addressed  to  General 
Jackson,  and  a  special  courier  despatched,  for  the 
purpose  of  insaring  its  speedy  ana  safe  delirery; 


but,  on  opening  the  packet,  he  found,  instead  of  a 
communication  announcing  peace,  an  order  to  raise 
troops  for  a  more  rigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 
Suppose,  sir,  this  circular  had  been  duly  forwarded, 
and  duly  received:  it  was  but  a. simple  annunciation 
that  a  treaty  of  peace  had  been  negotiated  between 
the  two  countries,  and  not  that  it  had  been  ratified 
by  either.  It  wanted  the  confirmation  of  both,  to 
make  it  of  any  avail;  and  it  migbt  still  be  rejected 
by  both  or  either  of  ihe  contracting  parties.  What 
is  the  effect  of  such  a  treaty,  under  the  laws  of 
nationsi  Will  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  under- 
take to  say  that,  by  these  laws,  the  condition  of 
belligerents  would  be  in  the  slightest  degree  al- 
tered by  ill  None,  I  feel  well  a.ssured.  General 
Jackson  had,  however,  received,  from  other  sources, 
such  information  as  satisfied  him  that  a  treaty  haa 
in  fact  been  negotiated,  and  such  as  to  create  the 
hope  that  it  had  been  ratified.  This  information, 
loose,  and  in  advance  of  the  truth,  as  it  was,  he 
at  once  communicated  to  General  Lambert,  and 
proposed  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  How  did  the 
British  General  meet  this  proposition!  The  fol- 
lowing extract  from  his  letter,  in  reply,  will  best 
answer  the  interrogatory : 

"His  lostnietiODS  would  not  ailow  him  to  enter  into  any 
written  stipolatioo,  or  ^We  publichT  officially  to  a  ceasation  of 
bostitiiies,  until  he  received  the  intelligence  from  an  accredited 
person  from  the  British  Government  of  the  treaty  having  been 
ralMed  andexehangedf  autborlaing  him  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion." 

What  more  could  Gfeneral  Jackson  have  donel 
Was  he  to  disarm,  while  an  enemy  of  thrice  his 
force  stood  cased  in  steel,  and  ready  for  the  combat? 
If  he  had  done  so,  and  General  Lamben  had  taken 
New  Orleans — which,  as  I  have  said,  in  the  then 
state  of  the  pending  negotiation,  he  had  the  unques- 
tionetl  right  to  do— what  would  have  followed  1 
Lambert  would  have  received  the  order  of  knight- 
hood from  the  British  Gtovemment,  and  General 
Jackson  the  well-merited  scorn  and  contempt  of  the 
American  people. 

The  attitude  in  which  he  found  himself  placed 
by  the  non-arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  and  the 
various  conjectures  which  were  formed  as  to  its 
real  character,  by  those  around  him,  rendered  his 
condition  embarrassing  in  the  extreme.  He  how- 
ever ventured  to  disband  such  of  the  JLiOuisiana 
militia  as*had  been  levied  in  mass.  They  added 
but  little  to  his  efficient  force,  and  had  been  called 
out  in  haste,  and  were  but  ill  prepared  for  service. 
The  following  beautiful  extract  from  his  address  to 
these  troops,  on  the  occasion,  will  serve  to  show 
the  conflict  in  his  mind  between  his  duty  to  the 
country  and  his  desire  to  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  his  troops:  "Although  the  commanding  gen- 
eral has  not  received  official  advice  that  the  state 
of  war  has  ceased  by  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
he  has  persuasive  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  credits 
it  at  the  risk  of  being  misguided  by  nis  wishes." 
But  why  (ask  those  who  are  determined  to  oppose 
him,  right  or  wrong,)  discharge  part  of  his  army, 
and  still  continue  martial  lawl  I  have  already 
given  the  reason  for  discharging  these  troops;  and 
surely  the  reduction  of  his  force  can  form  no 
pretence  of  excuse  for  relaxing  the  discipline  of 
his  diminished  numbers,  on  whom  the  whole  biu- 
den  would  necessarily  fall.. 

But  I  am  admonished  that  the  sands  of  my  al- 
lotted hour  are  nearly  out,  and  that  I  must  draw 
to  a  close.  On  the  l3th  of  March  official  intelli- 
gence of  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  duly 
arrived  -,  and  none  pretend  that  General  Jackson 
hesitated  a  moment  longer  to  yield  to  civil  au- 
thority and  disband  his  army.  Why  should  he 
have  delayed  1  What  was  '<a  liule  brief  authority" 
to  him  at  any  time,  and  particularly  at  a  time 
like  thisi  He  had  scarcely  felt  the  cheer  of  his 
own  fireside  ior  the  last  three  years,  (and  no  man 
loved  his  own  better.)  His  wife,  too,  had  come 
to  take  him  back;  his  friends  and  neighbors  anx- 
iously awaited  his  return,  and  General  Gaines  had 
for  some  time  past  been  waiting  to  relieve  him. 
Accustomed,  however,  to  sacrifice  his  own  to  his 
country's  good,  nothing  could  seduce  him  from 
his  post  wnile  his  sense  of  duty  told  him  he  ought 
to  remain.  He  continued  just  as  long  as  was  neces- 
sary to  finish  the  work  he  had  so  nobly  begun,  and 
not  one  moment  longer. 

Before  leaving  New  Orleans,  however,  General 
Jackson  had  to  appear  in  a  new,  but  bv  no  means 
an  uninteresting,  character.  Judge  Hall  and  him- 
self had  now  rightfully  changed  their  relative  posi- 
tions. The  civilauthority,  which  had  been  rendered 
powerless  under  the  prenbghand  of  war,  had  now 


resumed  its  majesty,  and  its  ofiTended  functionary 
his  robes."  On  the  31st,  General  Jackson  was  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  Judge  Hall,  to  show  cause 
why  an  attachment  should  not  be  awarded  against 
him  for  the  cau-ses  which  I  have  before  stated.  On 
the  24th,  he  appeared,  and  made  the  efifort,  by  at- 
tempting^as  I  have  done — to  show  the  necessity 
of  ueclaring  and  enforcing  martial  law,  in  order  to 
save  the  country.  But  having  been  denied  this 
privilege,  and  required  to  shape  his  defence  by 
certain  arbitrary  rules  laid  down  by  the  court,  he 
declined  making  any;  simply  saying  to  the  Judge, 
"Your  honor  will  not  understand  me  as  intending 
anything  disrespectful  to  the  court;  but  as  no  op- 
portaniiy  has  been  afforded  me  to  explain  the  reasona 
and  motives  by  which  I  was  influenced,  so  is  it  ex- 
pected that  censure  or  reproof  will  constitute  no 
part  of  that  sentence  which  you  may  imagine  it 
your  duty  to  pronounce."    (See  Eaton,  p.  419.) 

The  result  is  known  to  the  world.  Judgment 
was  pronounced,  and  the  thousand  dollars  paid. 
Much  has  been  said — and  too  much  cannot  well  be 
said— of  the  moral  grandeur  of  this  trial.  It  is 
doubtless  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  that  a  judge,  while  dealing  out  the  vengeance 
of  the  law,  was  clinging  to  his  victim  for  pro- 
tection. Such,  however,  was  the  excitement  and 
indignation  of  the  vast  crowd  assembled  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  who  were  familiar  with  all  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  infliction  of  this  fine,  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  (who  had  but  recently  protected  the 
Judge  from  a  foreign  enemy^  now  found  it  difficult 
io  save  him  frem  the  fury  01  liis  friends. 

It  was  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Howard,]  that  the 
amount  of  this  fine  was  repaid  to  General  Jack- 
son by  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans.  All  the  mem- 
bers from  that  State  know  this  statement  to  be 
incorrect.  It  is  true,  that  a  grateful  and  sponta- 
neous offering  of  the  amount  was  made  to  him, 
and  stands  in  beautiful  contrast  with  the  ex  gratid 
thousand  dollars  recently  proposed  by  their  Senator, 
[Mr.  CoNRi-D.]  General  Jackson,  however,  de- 
clined it ;  because  he  deemed  he  had  an  undoubted 
claim  upon  the  justice  of  the  nation,  in  whose  ser- 
vice it  had  been  inflicted,  and  into  whose  vaults  it 
had  been  paid.  No  wonder,  sir,  they  have  been 
smitten  witn  the  curse  of  emptiness. 

It  will  not  be  expected,  afler  the  able  and  eloquent 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
1nqe680ll,1  that  I  should  say  anything  as  to  il^e 
power  of  the  Judge  to  inflict  this  fine.  If  the  un- 
limited power,  both  of  fine  and  imprisonment, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,  really  exist— 
and  that,  too,  for  offences  not  committed  in  the 
presence  of  a  court,  and  when  no  court  is  in  ses- 
sion—it is,  indeed,  a  frightful  power,  and  one  that 
ought  to  be  abolished. 

But,  for  all  my  purposes,  it  is  not  important  to 
settle  either  this  question  of  power,  or  its  rightful 
exercise.  If  I  have  been  successful  in  my  efforts 
to  convince  this  House  that  the  exigencies  of  the 
war,  and  the  condition  of  the  country  in  which 
it  was  waged,  justified  the  resort  to  martial  law^ 
and  that  this  fine  grew  out  of  that  exercise,  then 
have  I  achieved  my  purpose.  For  I  cannot  permit 
myself  to  doubt  that  Congress  will  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment to  restore  to  a  faithful  public  servant  that 
which  has  been  taken  from  him,  either  by  the  hand 
of  the  law,  or  by  violence,  for  the  performance  of 
an  act  admitted  to  be  both  necessary  and  proper— 
and  that,  too,  while  the  nation  are  enjoying  the 
full  fruition  of  that  act.  The  friends  of  General 
Jackson  ask  nothing  of  this  House  that  can  reflect, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  on  Judge  Hall ;  nor  will 
they  receive  anything  that  can  be  construed  into 
a  reflection  on  Oeneral  Jackson.  Let  them  both 
stand  where  history  and  the  opinions  of  men  shall 
place  them,  and  I  am  content. 

REMARKS  OF  C.  J.INGERSOLL, 

OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  27, 1843.— 
On  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  bill  amendatory 
of  the  several  acts  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  renewed  the  motion  to  re- 
"consider,  in  order  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
the  subject.  At  an  early  day  in  the  session,  he 
had  seized  an  occasion  of  declaring— first,  that  he 
ceuld  not  vole  for  the  exchequer  recommended  by 
the  Executive;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that,  while  he 
could  not  deny  the  absolute  constitutionality,  he 
much  questioned  and  disliked  the  preside"'  ^ 
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practice  of  interfereDce  aud  urgency  at  all  on  a 
subject  which,  in  origination  and  responsibility,  be- 
longs to  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  regret- 
ted to  feel  himself  bound  peremptorily  to  oppose 
what  seemed  to  be  a  favorite  plan  of  the  President, 
because  he  acknowledged,  that  both  as  a  member 
of  the  party  with  which  he  is  associated,  and  as  an 
American,  he  felt  deeply  indebted  to  the  President 
for  executive  interposition  on  certain  great  and 
well-known  emergencies.  Let  me  add  (said  Mr. 
I.)  that  there  is  a  view  of  Mr.  Tyler's  insirumen- 
tality  which  has  not,  perhaps,  been  presented,  or, 
at  any  rate,  not  considered  as  it  deserves. 

A  distinguished  person,  of  whom  I  never  speak, 
as  I  never  feel,  without  respect  for  his  long  and 
great  public  distinction,  has  spoken  reproachfully 
of  the  actual  Chief  Magistrate,  as  a  President  with- 
out a  party;  as  if  that  were  a  demerit  or  infirmity. 
Now,!  will  not  undertake  to  say  whether  a  Presi- 
dent can  successfully  administer  the  affairs  of  this 
coimtry  without  a  party;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  the 
demiseof  a  late  President,  and  the  accidental  succes- 
sion of  the  present  incumbent,  have  triumphantly 
proved  that,  in  an  untried  crisis,  the  Constitution 
works  well;  and  that  all  its  vital  functions  are  per- 
formed, as  usual,  under  circumstances,  the  analogy 
to  which  in  other  countries,  with  what  are  sup- 

Sosed  to  be  stronger  Qovemnients,  has  always 
een  found  extremely  hazardous.  Not  speaking 
as  a  irtember  of  any  party,  nor  with  reference  to 
party  consideraiions,  but  as  an  American  Republi- 
can, it  is  highly  gratifying^  to  see,  that  even  though 
the  violence  of  party  be  aggravated,  and  without 
passing  any  judgment  upon  the  measures  of  the 
present  Administration  as  either  good  or  bad;  neith- 
er vindicating  nor  condemning  them;  and,  I  may 
add,  without  reference  to  the  character  of  th6  pres- 
ent incumbent;  yet,  it  is  matter  of  much  gratifica- 
tion to  perceive  that  in  the  new  crisis  which  made 
Mr.  Tyler  President,  he  has  been  the  instrument(per- 
haps  unconscious  and  unwilling)  of  afifordingnrth- 
er  proof  of  Mr.  Jefiferson's  assertion,  that  this  is 
the  strongest  Government  in  the  world.  For  this, 
I  repeat,!  feel  much  obliged  to  him;  and  desire  to 
exhibit  him,  as  I  think  he  appears,  with  advantage 
before  the  country.  And,  coinciding  as  his  Ad- 
ministration has  with  so  many  of  the  pricdples 
which  1  cherish,  ii  is  not  without  regret  that  I  find 
nwself  constrained  to  oppose  what  appears  to  be  one 
olits  favorite  measurt  s  lurjrestoring  the  public  eredit 
and  currency;  and  which  I  must  oppose  with  the 
more  pertinacity,  because  I  think  it  is  urged  with 
an  importunity  not  befitting  executive  authority, 
and  encroaching  upon  the  independence  of  this 
House,  to  which  the  Constitution  confides,  if  not 
exclusive,  yet  superior,  agency  in  all  the  monetary 
concerns  of  the  country. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  has  said  something  to-day  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1789  for  organizing  the  Treasury  De- 
rirtment.  An  excellent  foundation,  not  as  familiar^ 
fear,  as  it  ought  to  be  to  this  House  and  to  the 
country  at  large.  I  have  examined  it  repeatedly 
'  and  thoroughly,  with  a  strong  impression  that  its  or- 
ganic provisions,  enacted  as  they  were  by  Ellsworth, 
Washington,  Hamilton,  Madison,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  which  created  the  Constitution, 
and  just  after  its  creation,  contain  the  germs  and 
basis  of  nearly  all  that  is  now  necessary  for  the 
restoration  and  settlement  of  our  dilapidated  circu- 
lation; and  that  as  it  was  by  departing  from  the 
simple  and  solid  provisions  of  that  act  the  diffi- 
culties ensued,  so  by  returning  to  them  we  shall 
find  the  most  immediate,  the  safest,  and  surest 
remedy  for  these  evils,  fey  recommending  a  re- 
turn to  the  act  of  1789, 1  am  not  to  be  understood 
as  suggesting  the  re-enactment  of  the  independent 
treasury,  as  repealed  by  this  Congress.  1  was 
always  an  unwavering  adherent  of  the  indepen- 
dent treasury,  and  still  consider  it,  in  principle,in- 
dispensable.  But  I  am  not  wedded  to  the  details  of 
the  law  as  enacted  and  repealed;  and  1  confess 
that  1  have  long  been  inclined  to  think  that  ii 
never  need  have  Deen  made  either  a  Presidential 
or  a  party  question.  Separating  the  Government 
from  banks — the  divorce,  as  it  has  been  called— and 
the  receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public 
money,  without  bank  machinery,  were  origingil 
principles  of  this  Federal  Government,  which  are 
to  be  tonnd,  specie-clause  and  all,  in  the  act  of  1789, 
npon  which  theconvulsionsof  party,  and  the  inhe- 
rent vices  of  the  banking  system,  have  thrown  us 
back;  and  if,  as  I  would  fain  hope,  a  majority  of 
Congress  and  oi  the  country  can  be  prevailed  up- 
.^  to  meet  harmonioasly  upon  some  extension  of 


those  provisions,  and  their  adaptation  to  existing 
circumstances,  it  will  be  the  best  pacification  of 
party  strife,  the  simplest  restoration  of  the  currency, 
and  the  most  durable  establishment  of  public  prosv 
perity. 

Soon  aAer  the  act  of  1789,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  was  unfortunately  introduced  by  act 
of  Congress.  A.  resolution  of  this  House,  calling 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lor  a  report 
upon  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  the  benefit  of 
the  public  credit,  was  taken  advantage  of,  without 
any  specific  authority  for  that  purpose,  to  introduce 
a  bill  for  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  that  in- 
stitution, which,  associated  with  the  Government, 
became  the  depository  of  its  funds,  the  regulator  of 
its  currency,  and  eventually  in  the  well-known 
operations  of  the  second  Bank  of  the  United  States 
— the  despotic  arbiter  of  all  the  operations  of  the 
Government  itself.  Determined  to  treat  this  sub- 
ject with  undisguised  truth,  it  is  right  to  add,  that  a 
State  bank  interest  was  soon  ader  originated,  to 
counteract  the  influence  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Eminent  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  (among 
others,  a  gentleman  who  was  afierwards  a  highly 
distinguished  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.)  establish- 
ed the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania;  and  others  of  the 
same  party  politics,  (among  whom  was  a  well- 
known  personage,  afterwards  Vice  President  of  the 
United  Stales,)  set  on  foot,  with  the  same  view,  the 
Manhattan  Bank  of  New  York.  By  at  least  ques- 
tionable encroachments,  if  not  violations  of  consti- 
tutional interdict,  banks,  both  national  and  State, 
were  thus  introduced,  continued,  and  multiplied, 
with  all  the  worst  properties  of  modern  banking, 
including  the  monstrous  principle  of  inconvertibili- 
ty, borrowed  from  the  long  English  interregnum  of 
Ixink  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  a  system 
of  ruinous  credit  predominated,  till  the  United 
States,  and  nearly  every  one  of  the  State.*:,  have, 
by  now  wellnigh  universal  acknowledgment,  been 
banked  to  the  verge  of  destruction.  The  vices  of 
the.  syblem,  and  the  convulsions  of  party,  have  de- 
stroyed it  nearly  root  and  branch,  throwing  us  back 
upon  the  aboriginal  act  of  1789,  with  the  small  rem- 
nant of  the  independent  treasury,  punishing  em- 
bezzlement and  other  misdemeanors,  which  this 
Congress  has  not  repealed.  Here  we  are  upon  the 
foundation  of  that  act  once  more,  and  let  us  be 
very  careful  how  we  depart  from  it.  It  has  been 
for  several  years  of  great  difficulty,  with  some 
slight  posterior  supplements,  all  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  for  the  management  of  its  finances; 
and  I  submit  that  it  wi>l  be  extremely  rash  to  take 
any  departure  from  it,  without  being  well  advised 
that  it  will  be  for  the  belter. 

What,  then,  does  the  President  recommend,  and 
with,  I  must  say,  undue  pertinacity  press  on  our 
adoption!  A  treasury  bank.  Yes,  a  treasury  bank 
And  though  I  confess  that  I  have  never  been  able 
to  see  such  a  bank  in  the  formidable  aspect  attrib- 
uted to  it  by  Madison,  and  many,  if  not  most  others 
of  our  wisest  men,  yet  I  have  never  hesitated  to 
yield  my  opinion  to  theirs,  and  to  look  upon  a 
treasury  bank  as  a  thing  not  to  be  adopted.  The 
PresidcDt's  plan  is  not  merely  a  treasury  bank;  but 
a  treasury  bank  with  a  large,  if  not  unrestricted, 
issue  of  paper  money — inconvertible  paper — conti- 
nental notes — money  to  be  made  on  the  mere  credit 
of  Government;  a  measure  altogether  delusive  of 
relief,  either  to  the  people  or  the  Gi»vernraenl;  a 
most  reprehensible  mode  of  borrowing,  which,  if 
persisted  in,  must  expire  in  depreciation,  just  as 
certainly  as  a  falling  body  must  continue  to  fall 
until  it  meets  resistance;  just  as  certain  as  the  un- 
questionable fact,  that  no  Government,  ancient  or 
modem,  ever  redeemed  paper  money  issued  on  its 
own  credit— paper  money  without  taxes  or  other 
basis,  a  mere  expedient,  an  exploded  contrivance, 
a  resort,  a  last  shit^,  which  Government,  National 
and  State,  and  individuals  in  this  country  have  at- 
tenuated, exhausted,  degraded,  and  debased,  till  it 
has  become  proverbial  for  all  that  is  despicable, 
villanous,  and  abominable.  And  this  treasury 
bank,  with  such  paper  money,  is  to  have  power  to 
regulate  our  exchange^*! — a  power  the  mot  formid- 
able, the  most  fearful — a  power  the  most  liable  to 
abuse,  the  most  creative  of  unprincipled  circula- 
tion, the  most  stimulating  of  that  criminal  specula- 
tion which  has  been  the  curse  of  this  country. 
Some  years  ago,  a  celebrated  speech  was  made  in 
this  hall,  by  a  distinguished  member  from  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Slates,  the  staple  of  whose  able  argument  was 
an  imposing  view  of  the  immense  exchanges  regu- 
lated by  that  great  institution  in  the  days  of  its  ut- 


most prosperity— a  speech  of  which  it  was  said  the 
bank  scaUered  one  hundred  thousand  copies  broad- 
cast throughout  every  quarter  of  the  United  States, 
Its  power  of  thus  regulating  the  exchanges  was  af- 
terwards ably  exposed  in  one  of  Mr.  Van  Barents 
excellent  messages,  as  a  most  pernicious  monopoly 
and  stimulation  of  fictitious  currenoy— haTiogno 
reality,  contributing  nothing  to  the  public  proper- 
ty; but,  on  the  contrary,  mintstering  to  the  worst 
passions.    And  this  is  the  power  which  the  Presi- 
dent calls  on  Congress  to  confer  on  the  Ezeciuive ' 
Never  shall  any  President,  with  my  vole,  have  such 
a  power — liable  to  abuse  enough  in  the  hai^ds  of  a 
bank,  but  infinitely  more  so  in  a  national  irea^ury. 
Some  such  measure  as  that  reported  by  Mr.  Cash- 
ing, I  feel  no  great  objection  to;. but  never, ncTer 
can  I  be  reconciled  to  the  Executive  scheme;  Vad 
I  am  extremely  sorry  to  see  that  portion  of  ihepob- 
lie   press   particularly  -supponine  the  President 
eameiiily  engaged  in  recommending  and  arging 
this  scheme  as  a  happy  mean  between  a  bank  and 
the  independent  treasury,     I  perceive,  wiih  regret^ 
not  merely  that  ii  is  an  Administration  measnn:, 
but  that  it  appears  to  be  pressed  upon  as  with  all 
the  power  and  infiuenoe  of  the  Administraiioa, 
which,  T  am  bold  to  say,  is  with  me  additional  ar- 
gument against  it.    With  no  personal  disrespect  to 
the  Presidem — enjoying  pleasant  personal  relations 
with  him,  and  with  every  disposition  to  support  hii 
measures,  as  1  have  frequently  shown  by  my  votes^ 
and  sometimes  by  more  than  votes,  desirous  of  co- 
incidence in  political  sentiment  with  him,— lean- 
not  subscribe  to  his  treasury  project. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  much  question  the  wis< 
dom  of  any  immediate  action  at  all  on  this  delicate 
and  dangerous  subject;  strongly  inclining  to  ihiok 
the  act  of  1789,  for  the  present,  the  safest  and  best 
platform  we  can  rest  upon;  and,  with  modificatioos, 
all  that,  under  any  circumstances,  we  should  at- 
tempt to  impose  upon  the  community.  Haa  this 
House  considered  the  provisions  of  that  act  with 
the  attention  to  which  they  are  entitledl  Has  the 
good  sense  of  the  community  been  awakened  to 
theml  It  establishes  not  only  an  independent  treas- 
ury, but  an  independent  Secretary  of  the  Treasary; 
and,  more  than  all,  an  independent  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. It  gives  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uniid 
States  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys;  takes  care 
that  those  moneys  shall  consist  of  coin  alone,  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution;  providing  for  iheir 
safekeeping  and  disbursement  much  better  than 
they  can  be  kept  by  any  corporators,  or  other  irr^ 
sponsible  individuals.  Without  being^'a  treasary 
bank  of  issue,  discount,  or  exchequer,  it  is  a  treas- 
ury bank  of  deposite  and  safekeeping,  guarded  t^ 
checks  and  securities,  such  as  it  is  not  easy  to  im- 
prove, or  relinquish  without  danger.  There  is  a 
clause  in  the  act,  which,,  possibly,  even  honorable 
gentlemen  of  this  House',  and  which,  I  am  snre, 
most  of  the  good  people  of  this  country  are  not 
aware  of,  authorising  the  House,  at  all  times,  in- 
stead of  allowfng  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  to 
furnish  required  information  in  writing,  to  com- 
mand his  attendance  at  the  bar  of  the  House*,  aid 
there,  face  to  face,  to  question  him  as  to  the  finances, 
the  funds,  and  whatever  eUe  appertains  lo  the  mone- 
tary concerns  of  the  United  States.  This  great  and 
peculiar  power  conclusively  proves— what  ihose 
who  enacted  that  law  deemed  it — ^the  constitmional 
function  ami  authority  of  this  House  to  control  the 
Treasury  Department,  enacted  the  responsibility 
of  that  department  to  this  HotL«e,  and  what  h 
deemed  the  money  and  the  proper  cusiodv  of  the 
money  of  the  Government*.  Once  more  I  repeat, 
that  It  will  be  not  without  miich  hesitation  that  I 
consent  to  any  departure  from  these  fundamental 
arrangement*!.  If  the  course  of  events  since  has 
been  such--if  public  sentiment  and  habit  since  have 
become  so  inveterate  as  to  require  some  modifica- 
tion or  enlargement  of  the  act  of  17W,  especially 
now  that  all  banks,  whether  Federal  or  State,  are 
out  of  repute,  let  us  take  no  step  withoot  the  ntmos: 
caution,  and  none  that  is  not  indispensably  neces- 
sary; for  whatever  we  do,  must  be  experimental  and 
doubtful.  The  act  of  1789,  for  now  near  half  a 
century,  has  remained  unaltered;  and  it  is  likely  to 
continue  in  force,  as  it  is  now  in  force,  irom  the 
extreme  difficulty  and  hazard  of  supplying  itsplace 
with  anything  better,  if  so  good.  Suitable  modifica- 
tions and  extensions  may  be  practicable;  but,  com- 
pared with  the  treasury  project  recommended  by 
the  {^resident,  it  is  infinitely  preferable. 

in  addition  to  Presidential  recomme&dation  and 
urgency,  and  to  Treasury  suggestion  of  the  eiehe- 
qaer  scneme,  we  teve  liad  an  a^;uieiit  frop  ^ 
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Secretary  of  State,  in  a  speech  of  which  so  mach 
bas  been  said  on  this  floor  that  I  cannot  refrain 
from  also  taking  some  notice  of  it.  That  gentle- 
man had  long  by  his  admif^rs  been  denominated 
a  god-like  person  for  his  great  intellectual  attri- 
butes; which  panegyric,  transcended  by  the  western 
orientalism  onhls  House,  has  been  exaggerated  by 
sach  hyperbolical  extolling  as  to  compare  him  to 
mountains  and  giants,  Vesuvius,  Mont  Blanc, 
Titan,  Tyger,  Samson,  and  other  similar,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  most  extravagant  notice  of  his  sup- 
posed superiority. 

He  said  of  himself,  it  seems,  in  a  somewhat 
similar  strain  of  self-complacency,  that,  if  there  is 
anythiof  he  understands,  it  is  this  particular  sub- 
ject. Now,  however  bold  it  may  be  to  take  issue 
with  such  a  giant,  I  utterly  deny  (judging  from  what 
he  said  in  that  speech)  that  he  does  understand  the 
subject.  At  all  events,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  ex- 
tremely immodest  for  me  to  declare  that,  if  he  un- 
derstands it  as  wall  as  he  boasts  he  does,  I  don't  un- 
derstand it  at  all.  He  says  he  is  a  bullionist;  which 
I  deny,  for  no  man  can  be  a  bullionist  who  at- 
tempts to  defend  inconvertible  paper-money.  He 
may  have  studied,  as  he  says  he  did  in  early  Hife, 
the  English  bullion  controversy,  in  which  Vansit- 
tart  and  his  adherents  insisted  that  paper  is  better 
than  coin*,  and  he  mav  have  sided  with  their  oppo- 
nents, that  bullion  is  better  than  paper,  and,  alone  or 
convertible,  makes  money.  But  that  no  more  en- 
titled him  to  proficiency  in  the  science,  than  a 
man  would  l:«come  a  learned  divine  by  the 
study  of  sermons,  without  ever  reading  the  scrip- 
tares.  Nor  do  I  consider  it  at  all  rash  or  un- 
becoming in  even  so  humble  a  person  as  I  am, 
to  deny  that  any  man  understands  this  subject, 
whatever  he  may  think  or  say  of  his  own  under- 
standing to  an  audience  at  Fanenii  Hall,  who,  after 
insisting  on  the  virtues  of  paper  money  as  proof  of 
his  bullionism,  declares  that  it  would  be  a  wis^ 
regulation  of  the  monetary  concerns  and  private 
interests  of  this  country  to  superadd  to  that  enor- 
mity the  executive  regulation  of  all  its  incalcula- 
ble exchanges.  He  may  be  Vesuvius,  Mont  Blanc, 
Titan,  Tyger^  or  Samson  Agonistes;  and  there 
nay  be  those  who  pronounce  such  speeches  the 
•>manations  of  a  master  mind;  but  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion whatever  at  calling  them  crudities,. and  ex- 
posing them  as  puerilities — the  ebullitions  of  ego- 
tism, relying  on  the  ipse  dixit  of  a  master— not  a 
master  mind--for  issuing  as  true  what  is  unques- 
tionably and  manifestly  not  so.  The  Secretary  of 
State  pledged  his  reputation  that,  on  a  short  trial 
of  this  panacea,  T which  he  claimed  as  his  own 
patent  medicine,^  it  would  prove  an  infallible  cure, 
and  give  immeaiate  relief  to  a  distempered  and 

f>rostrate  community.  Of  that,  sir,  I  have  not  the 
east  doubt.  If  that  gentleman— or  it  would  be 
more  proper  to  say^  if  f  were  to  lake  the  relief  of 
intoxication  for  any  distress  I  nniight  be  laboring 
under,  I  should  probably  have  the  ease  and  com- 
fort which  such  a  resort  adminis'ers:  and,  while  it 
lasted,  be  happy,  merry,  content,  and  free  from  all 
complaint,  but  as  our  friend  (the  president  of  the 
temperance  society^  near  me,  [Mr.  Brigos,]  I 
ihinv,  will  agree,  tne  relief  and  happiness  would 
be  e''xti*emely  short-lived,  and  not  very  creditable; 
and  I  should  soon  be  more  miserable  than  ever, 
with  aggravated  prostration  of  the  whole  system, 
terrible  headache,  and  still  more  terrible  remorse 
of  disordered  intestines.  In  the  suggestion  of 
such  relief  as  this,  I  must  say  there  is  no  evidence 
of  that  wise  familiarity  with  this  simjple  subject 
arrogated  to  himself  by  the  Secretary  of^  State,  and 
*^eeming  to  be  conceded  to  him  by  those  who 
merely  deny  his  consistency,  without  going  further 
and  denying,  as  I  make  bold  to  do,  that  either  his 
scheme  or  nis  speech  shows  that  his  is  the  master 
mind  which  he  and  others  say  it  is.  As  Secretary 
of  Slate,  and  quasi  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I 
must  deny  all  odor  of  that  arrogated  mastery, 
whatever  there  may  have  been  of  Senatorial  su- 
premacy formerly.  I  deny  that  to  the  lieges  of 
Boston  there  were  any  masterly  illustrations  of  a 
hackneyed  subject,  or  anvthing  more  than  egre- 
gious misrepresentation  or  it,  in  its  most  expansive 
and  delusive  aspects,  such  as  the  pupils  of  Vansit- 
tart,  and  other  anti-bnllionists,  might  rejoice  in. 

The  distress  of  the  country  has  been  alarminglv 
depicted  by  the  honorable  genileman  who  preced- 
ed me,  [Mr.  Burnell;]  and,  sensible  that  the  coun- 
try, if  not  actually  distressed,  is  so  constantly  told 
that  it  is,  as  to  believe  so,  and  to  think,  perhaps,  that 
Congress  can  relieve  it.  I  came  here  determined  to 
listen  patiently  to  all  plans  soggestedfor  that  par- 


pose;  to  give  them  all  opportunity  of  consideration; 
and  if  any  one  can  be  shown  likely  to  do  better  than 
the  act  of  1789,  to  vote  for  it.    I  have  heard,  how- 
ever, of  no  approximation  to  such  plan,  except  that 
of  Mr.  CasHiNo,  which  comes  so  nigh  that  act  and 
the  independent  treasury  that,  possibly,  it  may  do. 
But  I  own  my  distrust  of  all  action  at  present;  for 
I  feel  free  to  declare  that  the  terrible  suffering  of 
the  community  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  salu- 
tary—the only  lesson  that  could  bring  it  to  confes- 
sion of  error,  and  sincere  resolution  of  amendment. 
It  is  worth  volumes  of  legislation,  this  bitter  expe- 
rience.   Besides,  is  the  country  as  much  distressed 
as  it  is  said  to  bel    No  doubt  stagnation,  penury, 
and  discomfort,  the  rich  reduced  to  comparative 
want,  and  the  poor  to  want  of  employment,  prevail 
in  cities^  towns,  and  wherever  bank  influence  disas- 
ters busmess,  as  it  does,  with  extensive  and  deplo- 
rable sweep,  smiting  right  and  lefl  with  destruction. 
But  is  this  the  condition  of  the  farming  population — 
of  the  laboring  classes,  except  in  certain  places — 
of  agriculture  at  large,  the  basis  of  all  other  occu- 
pation and  supplyl    Is  not  the  country  recovering 
from  the  prostration  inflicted  by  bank  credits,  and 
their  strumpet  twin  sister,  bank  frauds?    Though 
the  circulation  is  reduced  to  the  coin  standard,  and 
there  are  banks  enough  left  standing  to  keep  much 
of  that  standard  oul    of  use,  hid   in  their  dark 
vaults,  is  it  true  that  the  country  is  not  slowly  re- 
coveringl    And  will  not  spontaneous  recovery  be 
much  more  stable  and  substantial  than  if  Govern- 
ment attempts  to  hasten  it  by  that  Daedalian  flight 
which  Adam  Smith  mentions'!    I  much  incline  to 
believe  that  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  keep  the 
doctors  off  and  let  the  patient  alone  in  convales- 
cence.   We  must  give  time.    Time  is  an  impor- 
tant element  in  the  revival.    Letting  the  country  re- 
pose, and  reinstate  itself,  is  much  better  than  treas- 
ury nostrums  and  hastening  stimulants.  Remember 
that  all  legislation  must  be  prospective,  experiment- 
al, and,  perhaps,  perilous;  whereas,  as   it  is,  the 
community  is  aroased  to  the  reality,  is  convinced 
of  it,  is  taking  care  of  itself;  is  gradually,  intelli- 
gently, and  substantially  rising  to  permanent  pros- 
perity; has  done  much,  has  learned  much,  is  learn- 
ing and  doing  more,   and  has  abundance  of  re- 
sources and  good  sense  to  do  the  rest.    Is  it  palsied, 
as  was  said  by  Mr.  BurnellI  prostrate,  paralyzed, 
incapable  of  recovering  without  help  from  Govern- 
ment!   I  think  not — I  trust  not — I  feel  sure  not. 
Last  season  was  one  of  great  production — probably 
the  most  so  ever  known — in  cotton,  grain,  flesh,  ev- 
erything; and  though  prices  were  low,  yet  they  will 
improve,   and   are   probably  now   remunerating, 
while  no  treasury  hocus-pocus  can  render  them 
profitable.     Government   cannot,  by   any  contri- 
vance, suddenly  raise  them,  without  liability  to  as 
sudden  decline;  and  let  us  nave  the  manliness  to 
sav  to  the  people  that  they  must  help  themselves, 
without  assistance  from  Congress.    Mother  Earth, 
and  her  eldest  son,  Labor,  are  the  great,  if  not  only, 
reliance. 

If  the  Secretary  of  State,  instead  of  expending 
his  master  mind,  if  such  it  be,  on  treasury  pro- 
jects, would  bestow  it  upon  objects  pertaining  to 
his  own  department  of  Uovernment,  in  fostering 
and  extending  that  commerce  which  it  was  the  great 
design  of  this  Union  to  develop,  he  would  ex- 
hibit more  attention  to  the  public  welfare  than 
by  any  irregular  attempts,  through  exchequer 
schemes,  to  expand  that  currency  which,  without 
extensive  commerce,  can  never  prosper.  Such 
arrangements  may,  I  think,  be  made  with  other 
countries  as  would  greatly  increase  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Our  exchequer 
may  be  placed  in  Europe,  in  Asia,  and  in  South 
America,  by  increasing  the  export  of  those  inesti- 
mable staples  which  are  the  great  sources  of  nation- 
al wealth  and  American  prosperity.  Instead  of 
eighty  or  ninety  millions  of  exports,  why  should 
there  not  be  one  hundred  and  fitly  millions  a  year 
sent  out  of  the  country,  and  nearly  as  much 
brought  back  again — much  of  it  in  coin,  in  return 
for  cotton,  grain,  flesh,  rice,  lumber,  and  other 
articles  of  wnich  we  have  a  superabundance,  and 
other  parts  of  the  world  are  in  wantl  Why  may 
not  this  be  done,  even  in  less  time  than  any  specula- 
tive restoration  of  the  currency  by  expansionl 
What  is  there  to  prevent  its  being  the  work  of  even 
the  present  Administration,  which  in  its  remaining 
two  years  may  more  readily  restore  the  finances 
of  the  country,  by  devoting  its  talents  (and  it  has 
talents)  to  the  legitimate  purpose  of  extending  com- 
merce, rather  than  stimulating  circulation!  If  all 
the  energies  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  those' 


of  the  present  Secretary,  were  earnestly  devoted  tp 
this  accomplishment,  1  s^  nothing  to  prevent  its 
rapid  success,  with  more  certainty,  and  in  less  time, 
through  the  agency  of  that  department,  than  the 
Treasury.  By  commercial  improvement,  relief  will 
be  obtained  through  the  great  arterial  system  of 
the  country,  beginning  at  its  heart,  by  natural 
means,  and  every  pulsation  would  be  healthful: 
whereas,  by  the  superficial  process  of  a  stimulated 
circulation,  the  surface  and  extremities  only  are 
dealt  with,  and  the  result  is  necessarily  doubtful, 
and  even  probably  pernicious.  Let  us  act  on  the 
heart,  not  the  extremities.  Among  the  numerous 
rumors  with  which  the  air  of  this  metropolis  is 
always  o«:itated,  conjecture  is  afloat  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  is  to  be  sent  abroad  on  a  special 
mission,  to  make  a  commercial  treaty  with  England, 
desirous,  it  is  said,  of  dealing  with  the  United 
States  on  the  basis  of  reciprocity,  and  an  equal  ex-  - 
change  of  our  productions  for  theirs.  -  Without 
giving  any  opinion  on  the  policy  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement, it  IS,  at  all  events,  worthy  of  considera- 
tion by  the  best  talents  of  the  country;  and,  for  one, 
I  am  ready  to  vole  the  necessary  appropriation  for 
the  Secretary's  foreign  mission.  ["To  get  rid  of 
him,"  said  some  one.)  No,  sir,  not  to  get  rid  of 
him;  but  to  send  him  on  a  most  important  errand, 
where  I  hope  his  talents  may  be  useful,  and  where 
I  am  sure  they  would  be  much  better  employed 
than  by  making  speeches  at  Boston  on  the  state  of 
the  finances  and  of  parties.  I  take  leave  here,  in 
my  place,  ex  cathedra^  to  recommend  his  attention 
to  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  Department  of 
State,  and  to  give  up  those  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, for  which  his  speech  at  Faneuil  Hall 
displayed  no  remarkable  aptitude.  Finance  is  not 
his  forte. 

It  is  quite  a  misapprehension  of  the  state  of  the 
country  to  suppose  that  it  has  gained  nothing  by 
the  uses  of  aaversity  within  the  last  few  years. 
The  Secretary  of  State  now  acknowledges  that  a 
United  States  bank  is  an  obsolete  idea.  How  long 
is  it  since  he  used  to  say  that  a  note  of  that  bank 
was  better  than  gold  or  silverl  Will  gentlemen 
sav  that  nothing  is  gained  by  such  progress  as 
thisT— such  march  of  master  mindsl  With  no  view 
of  making  a  President,  but  because  of  its  excel- 
lent instruction!  I  confess  that  I  desire  that  the 
present  state  of  things,  if  its  inflictions  be  not  toa 
severe,  may  continue  a  little  longer,  till  the  last 
lingering  attachment  to  the  detestable  infatuation  of 
making  money  out  of  inconvertible  paper,  and 
wealth  out  of  speculation,  may  be  completely  and 
utterlv  extirpated.  Are  gentlemen  aware  that 
such  has  been  the  long  usurpation  of  paper  mo- 
ney in  this  country,  that  the  late  war  witn  England 
was  carried  on  by  it,  almoet  as  much  as  the  war  of 
the  Revolution!  I  have  taken  the  trouble,  latterly, 
to  ascertain,  from  authentic  sources,  that  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions  in  loans  and  treasury 
notes  were  raised  by  acts  of  Congress  during  the 
three  years  of  the  latter  war,  which  are  nearly" 
equal  in  relative  proportion  to  the  three  hundred 
and  sixty  millions  of  continental  money  issued 
during  the  former.  The  debt  of  the  war  of  1812  is 
all  paid,  to  be  sure:  while  that  of  the  war  of  1776 
remains,  and  will  forever  remain  unsatisfied. 
Such  is  the  history  of  the  United  States — the  histo- 
ry of  a  wonderful  nation  whose  bane  has  been  infat- 
uated predilection  for  paper-money,  notwithstanding 
the  most  abundant  indigenous  means  of  command- 
ing (he  precious  metals,  controlling  the  commerce 
of  the  world,  and  rendering  it  tributary  to  North 
American  advancement,  which,  great  as  it  has 
been,  has  been  greatly  retarded  by  this  infatua- 
tiori. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  these  hasty  views — and  I  am 
perfectly  sensible  of  their  extreme  imperfections — I 
come  to  a  conclusion.  No  member  of  this  wild 
House  can  come  to  it  prepared  to  present  methodi- 
cal arguments.  Nothing  here  is  certain  but  over- 
ruling uncertainty.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
debate,  and  hardly  an^  discussion.  Whoever  ad- 
dresses the  country  in  this  brilliant  bog  of  a  hall, 
must  bring  all  his  speeches  of  the  whole  session 
jumbled  together  in  his  mind,  and  utter  chance- 
medley  whichever  happens  to  come  foremost.  In 
this  desultory  way  I  have  ventured  to  say  something 
to-day.  I  repeat,  that  the  admirable  act  of  1789  is 
nearly  all  we  need,  and  that  1  fear  departures  from 
its  excellent  and  familiar  organization.  I  am  in- 
alienably devoted  to  the  principle  of  the  independ- 
ent treasury,  and  cannot  be  divorced  from  it— divorce 
of  the  State  from  all  banks,  and  inseparable  union 
of  it  with  coin.    Bat  I  am  not  wedded  to  the  >- 
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enacted  and  repealed— enacted  by  my  party,  re- 
pealed by  the  other.  I  hold  this  to  be  a  great  na- 
tional measaie,  far  above  transient  party.  This 
Administration  may  restore  it,  if  it  will  and  can, 
and  it  shall  have  my  vote— hereafter  a  silent  vote; 
for  I  have  said  all  I  desire  to  say— for  that  great 
conlribmion  to  the  public  welfare.  I  do  noi  wish 
to  wait  the  advent  of  another  Administration,  with 
which  possibly  I  may  be  more  nearly  associated. 
But  I  doubt  all  speculative  action  on  the  subject, 
and  dread  noveliy— abominate  expansion.  I  never 
will  fail,  without  the  slightest  relerence  to  Presi- 
dential questions,  to  oppose  those  inordinate  and 
monstrous  contrivances  of  Government — inconver- 
tible paper-money  and  licentious  exchanges  by  legal 
facilities— as  the  greatest  stain  on  the  character,  the 
most  destructive  canker  on  the  vitals,  of  this  coun- 
try. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  PAYNE, 

OF  ALABAMA. 
/» th€  House  of  Representatives^  January  28, 1843— 
The  proposition  to  refund  the  iine  to  General 
Jackson  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  PAYNE  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  rising  to  address  the  House  this 
morning,  I  feel  somewhat  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  felt  a  few  days  ago.  I  had 
reflected  on  this  question,  and  on  some  parts  of  it 
had  wished  to  say  a  few  words;  but,  by  the  post- 
ponement of  its  consideration  Irom  day  to  day. 
much  of  what  I  intended  to  have  said  has  escaped 
my  recollection,  and  I  shall  And  it  impossible  to 
strike  on  the  traih  of  thought  I  had  marked  out  for 
myself.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with  of- 
fering such  views  only  as  present  themselves  to  my 
mind  as  I  progress  in  the  discussion.  Besides, 
there  was  another  thought  which  operated  upon 
my  mind  when  I  desired  to  address  the  House  a 
few  da3r8  ago.  I  did  believe  that,  by  making  a 
calm  appeal  to  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  this 
House,  tnere  could  be  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to 
refund  the  fine  which,  in  my  soul,  I  believe  was 
unjustly  imposed  by  Judge  Hall  upon  Gen.  Jack- 
son, for  declaring  martial  law  at  New  Orleans. 
But  I  have  now  totally  despaired  of  any  such  re- 

?^lt;  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  frpm  Virginia 
Mr.  Botts]  has  convinced  me  that  the  warm  and 
generous  feelings  of  magnanimous  nature  are 
chilled  and  destroyed  by  the  malignity  of  party 
strife  and  the  trammels  of  party  discipline.  1  shall 
not,  therefore,  appeal  to  this  Congress  at  all — Hook 
above  and  beyond  it.  To  the  American  people  I 
appeal.  They  are  the  fountain  ol  justice  in  the 
reward  or  punishment  of  political  men,  as  they 
are  of  all  political  power  in  a  Government  like 
ours.  With  them,  this  question  will  stand  upon 
its  own  merit;  it  will  be  disconnected  from  the 
party  conflicts  of  the  day.  The  elevation  of  no 
political  favorite  will  depend  u^on  the  rejection  of 
the  bill;  nor  will  the  prospects  ot  any  ambitious  as- 
pirant to  the  Presidency  brighten  by  its  passage. 
The  whole  question  will  be  gauged  by  thesquaie 
of  justice;  and  the  only  inquiry  will  be,  "Was  Gen. 
Jackson  righi  or  wrong  in  declaring  martial  law 
at  New  Orleans?'*  If  right,  the  bill  ought  to  pass, 
and  the  fine  of  $1,000,  with  interest,  ou^jht  to  be 
refunded;  if  wrong,  he  merited  his  punishment, 
and  the  fine  ought  not  to  be  remitted.    That  is  the 

auestion;  and  it  is  totally  immaterial  what  your 
ecision  may  be;  the  people  will  decide  that  ques- 
tion upon  principles  of  strict  justice,  and  command 
you  io  execute  ^A«ir  will. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Botts] 
asks  where  Gen.  Jackson  derived  his  authority  to 
declare  martial  law  at  New  Orleans'?  That  in- 
quiry has  been  so  often  made,  and  so  fully  answer- 
ed, that  I  did  not  expect  a  repetition  of  it  from  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  But,  as  the  intern>ga- 
tory  has  again  been  n  peated,  I  will  answer  it  in 
accordance  with  my  own  views,  and  in  my  own 
wav. 

I  shall  not  pretend  that  the  Constitution  or  laws 
of  the  United  States  authorize  the  declaration  of 
maitial  law  by  any  authority  whatever.  Onihe  con- 
trary,  it  is  unknown  to  the  Constitution  or  laws;  and 
so  guarded  have  tho.«5e  persons  been,  upon  whom 
the  people  have  conferred  the  power  to  form  con- 
stitutions, either  State  or  national,  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  constitution  of  a  single  Stale  in  the 
Union  which  does  not  declare  that  "the  military 
shall  at  all  times  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  power;" 
and  the  CoMtitution  of  the  United  Slates  incul- 
cates the  9ame  doctrine. 


That  the  military  shall  always  be  subordinate  to 
the  civil  power,  is  a  fundamental  principle  in  our 
form  of  government;  and  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions requires  that  it  should  be  so.  But  it  does  not 
follow  that  cases  may  not  arise,  in  time  of  war,  when 
a  commander  would  not  only  be  excusable^  but 
criminally  culpable  if  he  did  not  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  declaring  martial  law.  Sir,  what  are 
the  exigencies  of  war  which  would  justify  this 
measured  I  answer — the  preservation  of  his  army 
from  destruction;  the  sacking  of  an  important  and 
wealthy  citv,  or  the  devastation  and  ruin  of  his 
country.  To  prevent  any  one  of  these  results, 
would  justify  a  general,  before  any  just  tribunal  on 
earth,  in  declaring  martial  law.  And  lo  condemn 
a  commanding  officer  for  declaring  martial  law 
when  necessary  to  prevent  any  one  of  these  results, 
is  virtually  saying  that  he  should  stand  calmly  by, 
and  witness  the  destruction  of  his  army,  the  sack- 
ing of  a  city,  or  the  devastation  and  rain  of  his 
country,  when  the  means  were  in  his  power  to  pre- 
vent it. 

Who  would  tolerate  this  ideal  An  Arnold  might, 
but  no  patriotic  American  could.  It  may  be  asked, 
upon  what  principle  a  commander  can  declare 
martial  law,  where  it  is  conceded  that  the  Consti- 
tution or  laws  afford  him  no  authority  to  do  sol  I 
answer,  upon  that  principle  of  self-defence  which 
rises  paramount  to  iUlioritlen  law;  and  ihe  justifi- 
cation of  the  oflicer  who  assumes  the  responsibility 
of  acting  upon  that  principle  must  rest  upon  the 
neussity  of  the  case.  If  that  necessity  cannot  be 
made  apparent,  when  called  to  answer  before  the 
civil  authority  of  thecountry,  he  will  be  condemned 
and  punished.  But  if  the  necessity  was  apparent, 
and  shown  to  be  so,  he  will  be  honorably  acquitted, 
and  a  grateful  country  will  approve  the  act.  These 
were  the  grounds  upon  which  General  Jackson 
acted  when  he  declared  martial  law  at  New  Orleans, 
as  is  shown  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the 
aid  to  General  Jackson;  which  opinion  is  in  the 
following  words,  and  was  filed  among  the  papers 
of  General  Jackson:  "On  the  nature  and  effect  of 
the  proclamation  of  martial  law  by  Major  General 
JacKson,  my  opinion  is,  that  such  proclamation  is 
unknown  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

1st.  "That  it  is  to  be  justified  only  by  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case;  and  that,  therefore,  the  General 
proclaims  it  at  his  risk,  and  under  his  responsibili- 
ty both  to  Government  and  individuals.  When 
the  necessity  is  apparent,  he  will  meet  reward  in- 
stead of  punishment  from  his  Government;  and  in- 
dividual claims  for  damage  must  be  appreciated  by 
the  same  rule,  under  the  discretion  of  a  jury. 
Should  they,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  de- 
cide falsely  against  their  officer,  they  have  a  right 
f  which  they  have  frequently  exercised)  of  indemni- 
fying him  for  the  disinterested  responsibility  he 
has  incurred." 

2dly.  "That  the  effect  of  a  proclamation  of  mar- 
tial law  de  facto  is  to  bring  all  persons  who  may 
happen  to  be  within  the  district  comprised  in  the 
proclamation,  under  the  purview  of  such  law;  and 
therefore  all  persons  capable  of  defending  the 
country  withtti  the  district  are  subject  to  such  law, 
by  virtue  of  the  proclamation,  and  may  be  tried 
during  its  continuance  by  virtue  thereof." 

These  are  the  grounds  upon  which  we  place  the 
power  of  General  Jackson  to  proclaim  martial  law 
at  New  Orleans;  and  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  will  consider  his  interroga- 
tory fully  answered. 

Sir,  there  is  another  event  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  in  which  General  Jackson  was  compelled 
to  assume  responsibility,  and  act  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  I  allude  to  his  invasion  of  Florida, 
then  belongjing  to  the  Spanish  dominions,  and  a 
neutral  territory.  He  reduced  St.  Mark's,  Pensa- 
cola,  and  the  fort  of  Barrancas.  This  was  not 
authorized  by  the  Consiiiution  or  laws;  no  one  ever 
pretended  that  the  Constitution  or  laws  authorized 
any  such  invasion  of  neutral  territory.  It  was  an 
act  of  self-defence,  forced  upon  the  commander 
from  the  nece-^sily  of  ihe  case.  Why  this  neces- 
sity *?  The  Indians  were  in  the  daily  habit  of  com- 
mitting depredations  upon  our  frontier  settlements, 
and  retreating  with  their  plunder  across  the  Flor- 
ida line,  a  market  for  which  they  found  among 
British  emissaries  stationed  at  St.  Mark's  and  Pen- 
sacola.  These  emissaries  also  furnished  the  In- 
dians with  powder  and  the  various  implements  of 
war,  and  continued  to  stimulate  them  to  increased 
exertion,  and  to  the  perpetration  of  renewed  cruel- 
I  ti«s  upon  our  defenceless  women  and  children. 


Now,  sir,  should  General  Jackson  have  remained 
quietly  upon  onr  side  of  the  line,  until  oar  settl^ 
ments  were  broken  up,  and  our  citizens  slaujrhier. 
ed,  because  the  Constitution  and  laws  diet  not 
authorize  him  to  march  an  army  inio  neoaal  ter- 
ritoryl  No;  all  must  admit  that  an  imperious  State 
necessity  fully  justified  the  step  laken  by  him  and 
the  result  of  the  measure  vindicates  the  policy  of 
the  act.  ' 

Sir,  the  King  of  Spain  viewed  the  invasion  of 
Florida  as  an  insult  to  his  sovereinty,  and  de- 
manded the  punishment  of  General  JacKson  as  we 
learn  from  a  letter  written  by  John  Ql  Adams, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  to  George  W.  Erving 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  Spain.  I  read  from iba! 
letter  as  Ibllows:  ^'In  the  fourth  ;u)d  last  of  ibose 
notes  of  Mr.  Pizarro,  he  has  ^iven  formal  notices 
that  the  King,  his  master,  has  issoed  orders  for  the 
suspension  of  the  negotiation  between  the  United 
States  and  Spaip,  until  satisfaction  shall  have  been 
made  by  the  American  Government  to  him  for 
these  proceedings  of  General- Jackson,  which  he 
considers  as  acts  of  unequivocal  hostility  againa 
him,  and  as  outrages  upon  his  honor  and  digniiy 
the^nly  acceptable  atonement  for  which  is  stated 
to  consist  in  a  disavowal  of  the  acts  of  the  Ameri- 
can general  thus  complained  of;  the  infliciioanpoa 
him  of  a  suitable  punishment  for  his  supposed  mis- 
conduct, and  the  restitution  of  the  posts  and  terri- 
tories taken  by  him  from  the  Spanish  aathoritie:;" 

How  did  Mr.  Adams  answer  this  demand  of  the 
King  of  Spainl  He  tells  him,  in  this  same  letter, 
that  **the  occupation  of  these  places  in  Spanish 
Florida  by  the  American  commander  arose  fron 
incidents  which  occurred  in  the  prosecution  oTthe 
war  against  the  Indians,  from  tne  imminent  dan- 
ger in  which  the  fort  of  St.  Mark's  was  of  beiog 
seized  by  the  Indians  themselves,  and  from  the 
manifestations  of  hostility  to  the  Uniied  States h)r 
the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  and  the  Qorenor 
of  Pensacola;  the  proofs  of  which  were  made 
known  to  General  Jackson,  and  impelled  him, 
from  the  necessities  of  self-djefenu^  to  the  steps  of 
which  the  Spanish  Government  complaiDs." 

These  are  the  grounds  as  alleged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  MassachusetU:,  [Mr.  Adams,]  upon 
which  Greneral  Jackson  took  possession  ol  Spanish 
Florida.  Not  because  the  Constitmion  or  laws  of 
the  United  States  authorized  him  to  enter  and  oc- 
cupy a  neutral  territory,  but  because  he  was  'Sm- 
pelled  from  the  necessities  of  self  defence"  to  do  so. 
r^ow,  if  General  Jackson  was  authorized  npon 
principles  of  necessary  self-defence  to  seize  upon 
the  fort  of  St.  Mark's,  because  of  the  danger  of  its 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  how  maeh 
more  fully  was  he  justified-,  by  the  .same  principle 
bf  imperious  necessity ^  in  declaring  martial  law  lo 
save  the  city  of  New  Orleans  from  plunder  and  de- 
vastation by  the  enemy. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  ^he  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  f Mr.  Adams]  has  only  stated  the 
grounds  upon  which  General  Jackson  entered 
Florida,  without  approving  his  action  in  ihai par- 
ticular. Not  so.  He  continues:  "But  the  Presi- 
dent will  neither  inflict  punishment  nor  pass  cen- 
sure upon  General  Jackson  for  ib»l  conduct,  the 
motives  for  which  were  founded  in  the  paretf 
patriotism;  of  the  necessities  for  which  be  had  the 
most  immediate  and  effectual  means  of  forming 
a  judgment;  ami  the  vindication  of  which  is  writ- 
ten in  every  page  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  well  as 
the  first  law  (jf  TuUure — seif-defejue" 

Sir,  there  is  an  additional  recognition  of  thai  par- 
amount law  of  nature— self-defence— and  a  rower- 
ful  vindication^ubt  only  of  the  acts  of  General  Jacic- 
son,  in  enterin?  the  Spauitih  territory,  butot  the  mo- 
tives upon  which  that  acUon  was  founded.  And  I 
now  respectfully  submit,  that  ever}' principle  in- 
volved in  the  declaration  of  martial  law  at  New 
Orleans,  was  involved  in  the  case  thus  defended 
bv  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Why,  then, 
should  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  so 
ably  defended  General  Jackson  nearly  thirty  ye^rs 
since,  now  turn  round  and  become  his  rerilerl 
Sir,  I  will  not  say  that  ihis  change  wasprodaced 
by  the  result  of  the  political  contest  of  1828-,  bni  I 
tell  the  gentleman  from  Massachqsetts  that  others, 
with  less  charity  for  his  motives,  will  not  only 
think,  but  declare  that  such  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  Speaker,  having  stated  the  groondsnpoa 
which  I  place  the  power  of  a  commanding  oflirer 
to  proclaim  martial  law,  and  having  brought  to  my 
aid  the  learning  and  experience  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Apams]  in  his  better diy^^ 
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Hhallnow  nroceed  to  examine  into  the  necessity 
which  actually  existed,  and  induced  Gkneral  Jack- 
son to  declare  martial  law.  Permit  me  to  ask  what 
state  of  things  aclaally  existing  in  a  besieged  city 
would  jQstiiy  a  proclamation  of  martial  law?  The 
known  existence  pf  spies  and  traitors,  or  the  dis- 
affection of  any  considerable  portion  of  the  resi- 
dent population  of  said  city,  whether  citizens,  den- 
izens, or  aliens,  would  lully  justify  the  proclaim- 
in?  of  martial  law  by  the  commanding  general. 

Now,  sir,  upon  the  actual  existence  of  treason^ 
and  the  disaffection  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
resident  population  of  New  Orleans,  I  base  the 
necessity  of  proclaiming  martial  law.  If  no  treason 
or  disaffection  dii^  tx'xsif  the  act  was  unnecessary; 
if  treason  and  disaffection  actually  existed,  a  cou- 
trolling  Slate  necessity  imperiously  demanded  the 
proclamation  of  martial  law;  and  hence  the  justifi- 
cation of  General  Jackson. 

Sir,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  actual  existence 
of  treason  and  disaffection  to  the  American  cause, 
I  mast  avail  mjrself  of  such  lights  as  history  throws 
npon  this  subject;  and,  in  every  instance  in  which 
I  refer  to  history,  the  enemies,  and  not  the  friends 
of  General  Jackson  will  be  consulted,  because  I 
prefer  that  his  vindication  should  rest  upon  his- 
torical facts,  recorded  by  those  who  cannot  be 
charged  with  leaning  to  the  side  of  General  Jack- 
son. 

We  find  in  Martin's  History  of  Louisiana,  that 
many  of  the  people  of  that  lerrUory  were  original* 
Iv  opposed  to  the  transfer  of  said  terriloir  from 
France  to  the  United  States.  He  says:  vol.  9,  page 
199,  "that  the  tri-colored  made  room  for  the  striped 
banner,  under  repeated  peals  of  artiller]r  and  mus- 
ketry ;  a  group  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
who  stbod  on  the  comer  of  the  square,  waved 
their  hats  in  token  of  respect  for  their  country's 
fla^,  and  a  few  of  them  greeted  it  with  their 
voices.  No  emotion  was  manifested  by  any  other 
part  of  the  crowd."  Again,  page  2^3,  Martin 
says:  ^'Cordero  had  sent  a  large  reinforcement  to 
Nacogdoches:  Porter  had  not  two  hundred  men 
noder  his  command  on  Red  river.  In  a  letter  to 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  15ih  February,  he 
stated  the  great  disaffection  of  the  people  around 
him — niheteen  of  whom  out  of  tvoenty  Referred  the 
Government  of  Spain  to  that  of  the  tJniied  States." 

Sir,  here  is  historical  evidence  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  population  of.  Louisiana  were  op- 
posed to  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  although 
this  fact  may  not  be  conclusive  as  to  the  actual  ex- 
istence ol  treason  during  the  investment  of  New 
Orleans  by  the  British  army,  it  must  nevertheless 
be  taken  and  considered  as  a  connecting  link  in 
the  chain  of  evidence  which  I  shall  hereaAer  ad- 
dace  upon  this  point. 

I  now  propose  to  show  jfrom  the  same  historical 
evidence,  (vol.  2d,  page  323,)  that  treason  did  ac-» 
taally  exist  during  the  investment  of  the  city.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Nicholls,  the  British  col- 
onel, afler  his  arrival  at  Pensacola,  issued  a  proc- 
lamation to  the  people  of  Louisiana,  in  which  ''he 
announced  that  on  them  the  filrst  call  was  then 
made  to  assist  in  the  libeiration  of  their  natal 
soil  from  a  faithless  and  weak  Government.  To 
Spaniards,  Frenchmen,  Italians,  and  Englishmen, 
whether  residents  or  sojourners  in  Louisiana,  ap- 
plication was  made  for  assistance.  He  gave  as- 
surances that  the  inhabitants  had  no  need  to  be 
alarmed  at  his  approach,  as  the  good  faith  and 
disinterestedness  which  Britons  had  manifested 
in  Eornpe,  would  distinguish  them  in  America.  ^ 

The  Indians,  he  added,  had  pledged  themselves 
in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  refrain  from  offer- 
ing the  slightest  injury  to  any  but  the  enemies  of 
their  Spanish  and  Briiish  fathers. 

"Addressing  himself  to  the  people  of  Kentucky, 
he  observed,  they  had  too  long  borne  with  griev- 
ous impositions;  the  whole  brunt  of  the  war  had 
fallen  on  their  brave  sons.  He  advised  them  to 
be  imposed  on  no  hmger,  but  either  to  revenge 
themselves  under  the  standard  of  their  forefathers, 
or  observe  the  strictest  neutrality. 

"He  asked  whether  the  Kentuckians,  aAer.the 
experience  of  twenty-one  years,  could  longer  sup- 

Son  those  brawlers  for  liberty,  who  called  it  free- 
om,  when  themselves  were  free.  He  advised 
them  not  to  be  duped  any  longer,  and  to  accept  his 
offers;  assuring  them  what  he  had  promised  he 
guarantied  to  them,  on  the  sound  honor  of  a  British 
officer.'' 

Sir,  such  were  the  means  resorted  to,  to  seduce 
our  people  from  the  allegiance  d«e  to  their  own 
Qovemmexit;  and  I  lament,  for  the  honor  of  man, 


and  the  dignity  of  his  nature,  that  any  individual 
could  have  been  found  so  base,  as  to  aid  in  the  ac- 
complishment ot  this  wicked  attempt  upon  the  pa- 
triotism of  our  people.  Upon  the  brave  Ken- 
tuckians ^to  their  honor  be  it  said)  (his  appeal 
ha<f  .no  influence;  they  would  neither  observe 
"neutrality,"  nor  "revenge  themselves"  upon  their 
brothers,  under  "the  standard  of  their  forefathers." 
Not  so  with  others;  for  we  find  (page  327  of  Mar- 
tin's History)  that  "emissaries  were  sent  with  copies 
of  this  proclamation  over  the  country,  between 
Mobile  river  and  the  Mississippi." 

This  was  the  work  of  treason;  and  I  note  the  fact, 
as  conclusive  evidence  of  its  actual  existence  at 
the  time.  I  proceed  with  my  evidence  from  the 
same  work.  On  page  340  we  find  Claiborne,  the 
Gk)vemor  of  Louisiana,  saying  to  Qisneral  Jackson: 
"I  think,  with  you,  that  our  country  is  full  ot 
spies  and  traitors."  On  page  364  ol  the  same  vol- 
ume, we  find  that  during  the  engagement  between 
the  British  and  American  lines  on  the  28ih  De- 
cember, General  Jackson  was  informed  that  "the 
assembly  were  about  to  give  up  the  country  to  the 
enemy." 

All  these  are  important  facts,  which  show  the  ex- 
istence of  treason  in  Louisiana,  at  the  time  General 
Jackson  proclaimed  martial  law.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention, in  the  charge  of  treason,  to  involve  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana;  but  I  regret  that  I  have 
not  been  able  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  journals  of 
that  body,'  since  questions  may  have  been  started, 
and  propositions  entertained,  which  would  go  far 
to  relieve  the  character  of  General  Jackson  from 
the  aspersions  which  Federalism  and  British  in- 
fluence have  at  all  times  cast  upon  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  in 
commenting  upi»n  the  order  given  to  GJovernor 
Claiborne  by  General  Jackson,  to  blow  up  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana,  if,  in  truth,  it  did  con- 
template a  surrender  of  the  city  to  the  enemy,  has 
said  that  General  Jackson  acted  upon  vague  sur- 
mise. Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  inform- 
ed us  but  the  other  day,  that  he  had  never  read 
more  than  one  lawbook  in  his  life— and  that  one, 
twenty  years  since.  Judging  from  the  remark  of 
the  gentleman  just  referred  to,  we  might  suppose 
that  he  had  been  equally  negligent  in  omitting  to 
read  the  history  of  his  country.  I  make  no  such 
charge^  we  know  the  gentleman  has  read  the  his- 
tory of  his  country,  and  the  reasons  for  this  declar- 
alion  must  be  sought  in  other  causes. 

Mr.  Botts  (Mr.  PAYWgyielding  for  explanation) 
said  that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  mis- 
understood him  on  that  subject.  He  had  only  ^ aid 
that  Greneral  Jackson  had  never  given  his  author- 
ity, so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  ascertain,  and  he 
never  yet  had  ascertained;  perhaps  the  gentleman 
might  furnish  it. 

Mr.  Patnb.  Sir.  I  am  proceeding  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  gentleman  had  omitted  to  read  the 
history  of  the  times.  I  regard  this  as  an  important 
charge  against  General  Jackson;  it  does  him  mani- 
fest injustice.  His  vindication  may  be  found  in  a 
letter  dated  31st  December,  1814,  in  camp,  4  miles 
below  New  Orleans,  and  directed  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Louisiana,  in  which  he  says: 

"The  Major  General  commanding  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  joint  resolution 
of  both  Houses  of  the  honorable  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  now  in  session,  dated  the 
30th  instant,  and  communicated  to  both  Houses;  to 
which  the  General  gives  the  following  answer: 
That,  just  afler  the  engagement  between  the  British 
and  American  armies  had  commenced,  on  the  28th 
instant,  when  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and  it 
was  every  instant  expected  they  would  storm  our 
lines,  as  the  General  was  riding  rapidly  from  right 
to  left  of  his  line,  he  was  accosted  by  Mr.  Duncan, 
one  of  his  volunteer  aids,  who  had  just  returnea 
from  New  Orleans.  Observing  him  to  be  apparently 
agitated,  the  General  stopped,  supposing  him  to  be 
the  bearer  of  some  information  of  the  enemy's 
movements,  and  asked  what  was  the  matter?  He 
replied,  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  message  from 
Governor  Claiborne,  that  the  Assembly  were  about 
to  give  up  the  country  to  the  enemy. 

"The  General  was  in  the  act  of  pushing  forward 
along  the  line,  when  Mr.  Duncan  called  after  him, 
and  said:  'the  Governor  expects  orders  what  to  do.' 
The  General  replied,  that  he  did  not  believe  the 
intelligence;  but  to  desire  the  Governor  to  make 
strict  inquiry  into  the  subject;  and^  iftrue^  to  blow 
them  np." 

Colonel  Declouet  is  slated  to  be  the  officer  who 
delivered  the  naessage  to  Mr.  Duncan.^   This  is  a 


thorough  vindication  of  General  Jackson  from  the 
charge  of  never  having  given  the  world  his  author, 
as  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  and  I 
trust  he  will  now  consider  me  as  having  furnished 
the  information  he  desired. 

Mr.  Botts  here  inquired  what  history  the  gcn« 
tleman  read  frdml 

Mr.  Paynb  replied,  from  Martin's  History  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  Botts  said  he  had  never  read  that  book. 

Mr.  Payne.  So  I  had  supposed,  or  the  charse 
would  never  have  been  made.  If  General  JacV 
son  had  ordered  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  to  be 
blown  up,  upon  indefinite  rumor,  it  would  have 
been  highly  censurable;  but  the  order  given  in  the 
heat  of  battle,  upon  information  derived  from  the 
Governor,  and  then  with  the  qualification  to  "ex- 
amine strictly"  into  the  subject,  and^iftrue,  blow 
them  up,  is  a  very  different  question.  Sir,  the 
order  was  one  that  I  would  not  have  given,  had  it 
been  true  that  the  Legislature  was  about  to  give 
up  the  country  to  the  enemy.  Not  that  they  would 
not  have  deserved  to  be  blown  up,  but  because  I  be* 
lieve  gunpowder,  under  such  circumstancea,  i^  an 
improper  agent  with  which  to  punish  traitors.  Gun- 
powder was  intended  to  be  used  in  the  adjustment 
of  difficulties  between  honorable  men,  or  oetween 
nations  engaged  in  honorable  warfare.  The  irai« 
tor  should  be  punished  with  the  halter ^  whenever 
found  in  either  the  person  of  a  judge,  legislator, 
private  citizen,  or  common  soldier. 

Sir,  !  now  turn  from  this  digression  to  the  con« 
tinued  proof  of  the  actual  existence  of  treason 
when  General  Jackson  proclaimed  martial  law  at 
New  Orleans.  I  next  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  statement  contained  in  Latonr's  Me* 
moirs  and  History  of  the  War  in  West  Florida  and 
Louisiana,  who  has  recorded  the^'names  of  ten  fish* 
ermen,  of  whom  he  says: 

"These  were  well  known  to  haveViided  the  Brit* 
ish  in  disembarking  their  troops,  serving  as  pilots 
on  board  their  vessels  and  boats,  and  acting  as  spies 
for  them,  from  the  period  of  their  arrival  on  our 
coast." 

"It  was  their  practice,  when  they  came  to  town  to 
sell  their  fish,  to  get  all  the  information  they  could^ 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  to  the  Englisn  when 
they  went  out  to  fish  in  Lake  Borgne.  On  the  20th 
of  December — ^the  day  preceding  the  arrival  of  the 
detachment  of  American  miliiia  at  the  village— 
the  British  captain  (Peadre)  bad  come  disguised, 
accompanied  oy  the  three  first-named  fishermen,  as 
far  as  the  bauK  of  the  Mississippi;  and  had  even 
tasted  its  waters.  Il  was  from  his  report,  afler 
having  thus  examined  the  country,  that  the  enemy 
determined  to  penetrate  by  Viller's  canal,  whose 
banks  at  the  time  afibrded  firm  footing,  from  the 
landing-place  in  the  prairie  to  th«  river." 

Mr.  Speaker,  here  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
actual  existence  of  treason  during  the  investment 
by  the  British  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  In  the 
language  of  the  Governor  and  General  Jackson, 
the  country  was  "filled  with  spies  and  traitors." 

Mr.  Moore  of  Louisiana  rose  to  explain. 

Mr.  Payne  said  he  could  not  yield  the  floor.  Un- 
der the  rule,  he  was  allowed  but  one  hour  to  inves* 
tigate  this  subject;  and  for  every  minute  of  that 
time  he  should  have  important  use.    Besides,  the 

fentleman  from  Louisiana  could  reply  when  he 
ad  finished  his  remarks. 

Sir,  I  have  now  fully  made  out  my  case.  The 
actual  existence  of  treason  is  proved  beyond  all 
question.  Hence  the  absolute  necessity  of  pro- 
claiming martial  law;  and  upon  (hat  necesswy  I 
place  the  justification  of  General  Jackson.  How 
could  the  city  have  been  saved?  how  could  the 
spies  and  traitors  have  been  prevented  from  con- 
veying to  the  enemy  daily  information  of  the 
strength,  condition,  and  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
can armyl  Sir,  in  but  one  way.  It  could  only  be 
done  by  proclaiming  martial  law.  General  Jack- 
son saw  and  knew  this.  He  felt  the  responsibility 
resting  upon  him,  and  adopted  the  only  possible 
means  by  which  the  city  could  be  saved.  He  pro- 
claimed martial  law,  and  subjected  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  to  military  government.  He  garrisoned 
every  avenue  leading  to  and  from  the  city,  and 
thereby  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
traitors  within  and  the  enemy  without.  Now,  sir, 
what  efiTect  has  martial  law  upon  persons  within  the 
district  comprised  in  the  proclamation?  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Livingston  in  the  opinion  already  quoted: 
"That  the  effect  of  martial  law,  de  facto,  is  to  bring 
all  persons  who  may  happen  to  be  within  th9  di" 
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trict  comprised  in  the  proclamation,  under  the  par- 
view  of  sach  law;  and,  therefore,  aJl  persons  capa- 
ble of  defending  the  country  within  the  district,  are 
sobject  to  such  law  by  virtue  of  the  proclamation, 
and  may  be  tried,  during  its  continuance,  by  vir- 
tue thereof." 

Louallier,  a  naturalized  Fen ch man,  and  member 
of  the  Senate  of  Louisiana,  presuming  upon  the 
dignity  of  his  station,  wrote  and  published  a  sedi- 
tious paper,  which  was  calculated  not  onlv  to  em- 
bolden tne  treasonable  portion  of  the  population  of 
Louisiana,  but  informed  the  enemy  of  the  divis- 
ions and  dissatisfaction  actually  existing  in  regard 
to  the  measures  adopted  by  the  commanding  gen- 
eral. For  writing  and  publishing  this  paper,  he 
was  arrested,  by  the  order  of  General  Jackson. 
Dominic  A.  Hail  then  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
jms  for  the  release  of  Louallier,  and  thereby  be- 
came his  accomplice.  Hall  was  also  arrested. 
Louallier  was  tried  and  acauitted  by  a  court-mar- 
tial; and  Hall,  after  a  few  days'  confinement,  was 
sent  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city^  and  released.  If 
there  was  necessity  for  proclaiming  martial  law  at 
all,  the  same  necessity  required  that  it  should  be 
preserved.  Hence  the  necessity  for  the  immediate 
arrest  of  Louallier.  Nor  could  he  be  released  un- 
der a  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  for  that  would  have 
been  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  proclamation,  before 
the  necessity  ended  which  required  its  existence. 
Moreover,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  would  be  con- 
sistent with  the  public  safety  to  admit  the  doc- 
trine, that  a  man  writing  and  publishing  a 
mutinous  and  seditious  paper,  in  the  midst 
of  a  military  camp,  can  be  taken  from  the 
military  by  the  civil  authority,  by  writ  of  habeas 
corpus^  and  discharged.  If  that  doctrine  be  once 
established,  the  spy  or  the  traitor  may  at  any  time 
find  exempiicn  from  the  punishment  due  to  his 
crimes,  under  the  soiled  ermine  of  some  foreign 
stipendiary,  exercising  judicial  functions  under 
the  authority  ot  the  United  States. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  New  Orleans  was  placed 
under  garrison,  and  subjected  to  all  the  laws  which 
govern  a  military  camp^  by  virtue  of  the  proclaTna- 
tion  of  martial  law.  1  now  ask,  did  Gen.  Jackson 
commit  any  act,  afler  the  proclamation,  which  ev- 
er^ commander  has  not  a  right  to  do,  at  any  time, 
within  the  limits  of  bis  encampmenti  Upon  this 
point,  I  read  an  argument,  the  other  day,  in  the 
January  number  of  the  Democratic  Review,  which 
was  so  conclusive,  and  the  impressions  of  which 
are  now  so  vivid  upon  my  recollection,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  tor  me  to  make  an  argument 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  without  plagiar- 
izing the  one  to  which  I  have  adverted.  I  there- 
fore ask  leave  to  read  to  the  House  this  argumeiit, 
and  to  substitute  it  for  the  remarks  I  intended  to 
make. 

"Many  Frenchmen  bom,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing exemption  from  military  duty,  procured 
certificates  from  the  French  consul,  declaring  them 
to  be  subjects  of  the  King  of  France.  These  cer- 
tificates were  given  in  the  midst  of  the  General's 
camp,  and  tended  to  weaken  his  means  of  defence, 
by  taking  efiective  soldiers  from  his  ranks,  and 
producing  dissatisfaction  and  a  spirit  of  mutiny 
among  those  who  remained.  Might  not  the  Gen- 
eral, in  strict  conformity  of  law,  nave  placed  both 
the  consul  and  his  proteges  in  confinement?  He 
adopted  the  milder  expedient  of  ordering  them  out 
of  his  camp. 

'^Then  came  the  publication  of  Louallier,  harshly 
censuring  this  oraer  as  an  act  of  tyranny,  and 
openly  advising  disobedience.  This  publication, 
be  it  remembered,  toas  made  in  the  midst  of  the 
camp.  Its  direct  and  manifest  object  was  to  bring 
the  military  authority  into  contempt. 

"The  arrest  of  the  author  was,  in  our  view  of 
the  G^eral's  lawful  authority  over  his  camp,  not 
only  a  matter  of  right,  but  of  indispensable  duty. 
Instead  of  violating  tfie  Constitution  and  laws  of 
his  country,  he  but  performed  the  solemn  obliga- 
tion of  executing  them,  by  preserving  the  just  au- 
thority of  its  military  commander  over  its  armies 
and  their  encampments. 

"Yet  it  was  for  this  act  that  Judge  Hall  (himself, 
at  the  moment,  the  subject  of  martial  law,  and 
abiding  in  the  midst  of  the  camp)  issued  his  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  This  was  making  himself  the 
accomplice  of  Louallier,  in  stirring  up  discontent 
and  mutiny  in  the  camp.  The  s^ame  principles 
which  required  the  arrest  of  the  one,  deroanaed, 
with  a  louder  voice,  the  restraint  of  the  other. 
The  Judge  was  kept  under  guard  a  few  days,  and 
Hen  sent  out  of  the  camp,  and  set  at  liberty. 


"The  power  of  the  General,  under  martial  law, 
seems  to  be  altogether  preventive^  except  in  cases 
where  the  law  itself  provides  for  punishment.  In 
this  case,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  preventive  power 
can  only  be  exercised  by  keeping  the  mischief- 
maker  in  confinement,  or  sending  him  beyond  Aie 
limits  of  the  camp.  In  effect,  this  was  the  result 
in  the  case  of  Louallier,  and  nothing  beyond  it  wa& 
attempted  in  the  case  of  Judge  Hall. 

"Tnese  facts  and. reasons  lead  us  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that,  in  ordering  French  aliens  and  the 
French  consul  beyond  tne  limits  of  his  camp;  in 
arresting  and  confining  Louallier  for  an  open  at- 
tempt, within  his  camp,  to  produce  discontent  and 
disooedience;  and  in  confining  and  sending  out  of 
his  camp  Judge  Hall,  for  attempting  to  sustain 
Louallier — General  Jackson  trampled  on  no  con- 
stitution, and  violated  no  law;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
faithfully  executed  the  powers  vested  in  him  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  as  a  military  com- 
mander, for  the  preservation  of  order  in  bis  camp, 
the  safety  of  his  army,  and  the  defence  of  his 
country." 

Sir,  if  the  views  taken  be  correct,  the  blame,  if 
any,  which  attaches  to  General  Jackson,  was  for 
proclaiming  manial  law,  and  not  for  acts  commit- 
ted by  him  subsequent  to  that  proclamation.  When 
upon  that  branch  of  the  subject,  I  demonstrated  be- 
yond doubt  that  an  overruling  State  necessity,  re- 
sulting from  the  conduct  of  the  spies  and  traitors 
known  to  be  in  the  country,  required  the  existence 
of  martial  law  to  save  the  city  from  the  enemy; 
and  upon  that  necessity  1  rest  the  justification  of 
General  Jackson,  and  demand,  as  an  act  of  justice, 
that  the  fine  imposed  upon  him  by  Judge  Hall  be 
refunded  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

Sir,  it  may  be  asked,  could  this  city  have  been 
saved  by  any  other  means'?  This  interrogatory 
requires  that  I  should  examine,  for  a  few  moments, 
the  means  of  defence,  as  compared  wiih  the  means 
of  attack.  I  have  already  said  that  we  were  called 
upon  to  defend  a  restless  and  divided  people.  Our 
army  numbered  about  3,000  men,  undisciplined; 
many  of  them  had  never  before  faced  an  enemy, 
and  withal  badly  armed.  What  were  the  means 
of  attackl  An  armv  of  14,000  strong,  well  order- 
ed, provided  with  all  the  appliances  of  war,  and 
from  a  country  whose  troops  nad  been  disciplined 
by  a  war  of  twenty  years'  duration,  and  com- 
manded by  the  most  experienced  generals  of  the 
age. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cubb- 
ing] eloquently  said,  the  other  day,  that,  if  we  would 
look  at  the  history  of  England  during  the  period 
of  the  French  revolution,  and  mark  the  course  of 
that  great  power  in  Asia,  in  Africa,  and  in  Europe, 
we  would  find  it  one  undeviating  course  of  un- 
checked victory  and  glory;  or,  if  we  tilcn  to  the 
ocean,  we  are  met  by  the  victories  of  St.  Vincent,  of 
Tiafalgar,  of  Copenhagen,  and  the  Nile;  and, 
wherever  a  British  ship  met  an  opposing  vessel,  it 
added  a  new  halo  of  glory  to  the  conquering  cross 
•of  St.  George. 

Sir,  what  was  the  condition  of  that  gigantic  na- 
tion at  that  time?  She  could  concentrate  ner  whole 
power  upon  us;  she  feared  no  invasion  from 
France;  tne  power  of  Napoleon  had  been  wrenched 
from  its  basis;  his  star  ot  glory  had  set;  its  sickly 
and  ominous  glare  had  been  extinguished  upon 
the  plains  of  Belgium.  Nor  did  she  fear  an  insur- 
rection in  Ireland;  the  altars  reared  to  liberty  by 
that  gallant  people  had  been  cloven  down,  ana  the 
fires  which  Durnt  upon  those  altars  had  been  ex- 
tinguished by  the  blood  of  Emmett.  Thus  we  were 
contending  with  a  nation  which  had  torn  the  dia- 
dem from  the  brow  of  the  hero  of  Austerlitz,  and 
shook  asunder  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine.  Sir. 
we  met  them  upon  the  plains  of  New  Orleans,  ana 
the  Anglo  Irish  blood— the  Andrew-Jackson  blood 
—snatched  the  American  eagle  from  the  fangs  of 
the  British  lion,  and  enabled  her  to  unfurl  her 
wings  in  proud  triumph  over  American  arms  and 
American  soil.  Could  this  have  been  done  without 
the  proclamation  of  martial  lawl  No,  sir;  never. 
Three  thousand  Americans  could  never  have  re- 
sisted successfully  a  British  armv  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand men,  with  all  the  points  of  attack  designated 
by  the  spies  and  traitors  known  to  be  in  New  Or- 
leans. Assuming  this  to  be  the  fact,  I  ask,  was  it 
just,  was  it  patriotic,  to  impose  a  fine  upon  its  de- 
fender f  its  preserver?  The  whole  American  people 
will  answer  no;  and,  in  their  name,  I  demand  tnat 
the  fine  be  refunded — not  as  a  pecuniary  remune- 
ration; no,  sir,  as  such,  w«  would  not  receive  ii> 
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but  as  a  yindicalion-a  legislative  vindicationi; 
an  American  Congress  of  the  reputation  ofT^ 
Jackson  from  the  aspersions  with  which  RritJc?^ 
fluence  then,  and  Federalism,  iu  twin  s^^ 
seeks  to  assail  it.  ^^'  *« 


were  true,  and  that  General  Jackson  had  a^tnafi. 
pocketed  the  money  subscribed  by  the  petriofc  li 
dies  of  that  city:  would  that  justify  ihisQoveramMt 
in  retaining  in  ils  treasury  money  which  hiul 
been  improperly  wrenched  from  the  hands  ofa 
public  servant?  No,  sir,  if  ihe  facte,  asalreadv 
stated,  were  true,  and  it  were  improper  to  refund 
the  money  to  General  Jackson,  it  shouM  have  bee& 
handed  over  to  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans  wk» 
patriotic  zeal  outstripped  the  Government  in  the  de 
sire  of  protecting  a  public  ofiicer  in  the  discharec 
of  his  military  duly.  I  say  this  fine  of  SI  000  goi 
into  the  public  treasury  wrongfully;  and*ha?5tt 
done  so,  as  a  mere  question  of  honesty,  it  shoold 
not  nbmain  there. 

But,  sir,  what  are  the  facts  of  this  easel  When 
Judge  Hall  imposed  this  fine  upon  General  Jack- 
son, it  was  immediately  paid  by  him.  The  ladies 
of  New  Orleans,  feeling  deeply  the  injustice  of 
Hall's  conduct,  by  subscription  of  $1  each,  raised 
the  amount  of  the  fine  imposed,  and  tendered  it  to 
General  Jackson;  who  immediately  saw  the  ioi- 
possibility  of  returning  the  money  to  those  by  whoa 
It  had  l>een  subscribed,  and  for  this  reasou  a- 
pressed  a  wish  to  those  who  had  the  money  that 
it  should  be  distributed  amoiig  the  families  of  tU 
brave  men  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  defence 
of  these  very  ladies.  What  other  dispositioB 
respectful  to  these  ladies  and  just  to  himaelil 
could  General  Jackson  have  suggested!  To  \mt 
refused  it  indignantly,  would  have  been  na- 
just  to  themolivesof  those  by  whom  it  was  lea- 
dered;  and  yet,  to  receive  it  as  a  pecuniary  iodem- 
uity  was  impossible,  so  lone  as  he  continued  to  be 
Andrew  Jackson.  Sir^  the  opponents  of  this 
measure  must  be  hard  pressed  for  artniinem  to 
plead  these  facls  in  bar  oi  even  a  pecuniary  claim 
upon  the  treasury.  # 

Will  it  be  contended  that  we  have  not  the  coft- 
stitutional  power  to  refund  this  money  1  By  those, 
at  least,  wno  voted  to  the  widow  of  General  Har- 
rison an  appropriation  of  $25,000,  such  an  cA)jec- 
tion  cannot  be  urged.  Idid  not  vote  for  that  ap- 
propriation; it  was  a  gratuity,  and  I  beliere  ttus 
Government  has  no  right,  under  the  Constitution, 
to  bestow  gratuities  from  the  public  treasary.  Bm 
here  is  a  different  case.  Vou  have  in  your  treasnry 
the  money  of  a  private  indiviclual,  anjastly  obtain- 
ed; and  there  can  be  no  want  of  power  to  restore 
it  to  the  proper  owner.  Suppose^ you  refuse  to  do 
justice,  Dy  failing  to  refund  this*  fine  to  Geneiil 
Jackson,  what  will  the  people  sayl 

Sir,  they  know  that  you  have  already  passed  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Hull,  who  surren- 
dered an  army  under  circumstances  which  excited 
the  strongest  saspicions  that  he  was  guilty  of  trea- 
son. The  people  alsp  know  (hat  the  Senate  passed 
a  bill  at  thp  latp  session,  (and  many  of  the  members 
of  this  House  were  anxious  for  the  passage  of  the 
same  bill.)  to  pay  the  Massachusetts  militia,  not  for 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  country,  but  for  refuskg 
to  march  ovpr  the  Canada  line  with  the  view  of  at- 
tacking the  enemy. 

Now,  sir,  after  all  this,  if  you  refuse  to  refimd 
the  fine  unjustly  imposed  upon  General  Jackson, 
who  preserved  his  army,  prevented  acity  from  be- 
ing sacked,  and  was  himself  the  victor  of  manj 
battles,  the  people  will  denounce  this  Congress  as 
the  most  unjust  and  factious  body  of  men  ever  as- 
sembled under  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams] insidiously  introduced  in  the  debate  upon  this 
question,  the  name  <rf  Arnold,  the  trailor-for his 
own  amusement,  I  suppose,  but  to  the  evident  mor- 
tificaiion  of  the  House.  He  said  that  Arnold  asK- 
ed  an  American  in  Europe,  what  the  peDricof  the 
United  Stales  would  do  with  him  if  in  their  pos- 
session! The  American  replied,  that  they  wool. 
bury  the  leg  wounded  in  defence  of  his  country, 
with  the  "honors  of  war,"  and  hang  the  resiof  Jifi 
body  for  his  treason.  , 

Sir,  the  application  of  this  anecdote  to  Gencn^ 
Jackson,  ancf  the  connexion  of  his  name  wiib  tw 
name  of  a  traitor,  is  extremely  unjust.  Thai  d* 
linguished  patriot  holds  no  communion  cither  ww 
the  "oven"  traitor,  or  with  him  vkointh'''^ 
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ikmUi  he  is  reviled  by  the  one,  as  he  would  be 
feared  and  shunned  by  the  other.  And  I  tell  the 
geatleman  fhmi  Massachusetts,  that  the  point  of 
this  anecdote,  if  it  has  any,  is  applicable  to  himself 
and  his  friends,  "who  have  already  shown  (-heir 
friendsAip  for  Huil  and  the  Massachusetts  militia, 
sad  their  increasing  and  deadly  hostility  to  An- 
draw  Jackson.  Jndginjg^  from  these  fiscts,  and  the 
indications  already  given  by  the  voles  of  this 
House,  if  Arnold  were  now  before  this  Congress, 
bis  body  would  be  pebsioned  for  military  services 
to  Federalism  in  the  attempted  betrayal  of  his  coun- 
try, and  the  leg  mutilated  in  the  service  of  that 
conntry  would  be  hang  for  its  treason.  I  am  now 
done  with  the  question  of  the  fine. 

Sir,  the  remaining  moments  of  my  hour  I  must 
devote  to  the  notice  of  a  remark  which  fell  from 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Borrs,]  who 
tells  us  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  discover  but  one 
green  spot  in  the  life  ot  General  Jackson,  and  thai 
was  his  submission  to  the  decision  of  Judge  Hall 
in  the  imposition  of  this  fine.    Sir,  but  one  green 
spot  in  the  life  of  Andrew  Jackson !    I  go  back  to 
bis  boyhood:  when  be  was  a  British  prisoner  du- 
ring the  revolutionary  war,  he  was  insolently  or- 
deied  by  a  British  Officer  "to  black  his  boots."   Did 
Andrew  Jackson  obey  this  order  with  the  servile 
acquiescence  common  to  his  years  and  situation} 
No,  sir;  he  positively  refused  to  obey,  claimed  the 
treatment  due  to  a  prisoner  of  war,  and,  although 
an  only  brother  was  sacrificed  and  fell  by  his  side 
from  the  cruelty  of  his  oppressor,  Andrew  Jackson 
could  not  be  driven  from  his  position,  or  forced  to 
sabmit  to  the  arrogance  of  bis  tyrant.    Was  this 
no  green  spot  in  tne  life  of  Andrew  Jackson*}    I 
come  down  to  the  history  of  the  last  war.    What 
was  the  condition  of  your  country  then?   The  cities 
upon  your  coast  had  been  sacked:  your  country 
overrun;  and  a   hostile  flag  waved  in  proud  tn- 
onoph  from  the  walls  of  this  Capitol.    Go  to  the 
West:  the  tide  of  victory  had  spread  over  the  upper 
yalley  of  the  Mississippi;  your  ''stripes  and  stars" 
united  in  the  dust;  your  national  glory  lost)  the 
massacre  of  the  river  Raisin  and  the  defeat  of  Dud- 
ley hung    heavily  upon    every  mind;  Kentucky 
mourned  the  loss  of  her  bravest  sons,  whose  bones, 
denied  the  right  of  sepulture,  were  then  bleached 
and  whitening  upon  the  battlefield  of  disaster.    At 
this,  the  darkest  period  of  our  national  history,  An- 
drew Jackson  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
American  army.    The  effect  was  like  magic:  hope 
revived;  patriotism  rekindled;  confidence  was  re- 
stored.   Our  stars  and  stripes  again  floated  in  the 
breeze;  the  current  of  disaster  was  checked;  the 
wave  of  victory  rolled  back;  and  battle  after  battle 
won  in  quick  succession,  until  the  war  was  ended 
in  the  blaze  of  glory  at  New  Orleans,  to  which  I 
have  already  adverted. 

Was  there  fw  green  spot  in  the  Viie  of  Andrew 
Jackson  resulting  from  all  thisi  Do  the  battles  of 
Emockfan,  Taladega,  Enoiochopco,  and  the  Horse- 
shoe, form  no  green  spots  in  the  life  of  Andrew 
Jack^on'l  Sir,  it  will  require  no  storied  urn  to 
commemorate  the  deeds^  of  that  illustrious  man. 
They  are  recorded  upon  every  page  of  his  country's 
history.  Nor  will  it  require  monumental  columns 
to  mark  the  spot  in  which  his  ashes  shall  be  de- 
posited. The  laurel  will  continue  to  bloom  upon 
bis  grave,  bedewed  by  the  tears  of  a  grateful  na- 
tion, when  the  deeds  and  the  graves  of  those  who 
revile  him  will  be  forgotten  and  buried  beneath  the 
rubbish  of  oblivion. 

Mr.  Payni!  was  here  interrupted  by  the  expira- 
tion of  his  hour. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  REYNOLDS, 

^  OF  ILLINOIS. 
In  the  House  of  RepreserUativeSy  f^ruary  3, 1843 — 
On  the  appropriation  to  improve  the  upper  and 
lower  rapids  m  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  Chairman:  This  improvement  i^  not  sec- 
tional. It  is  not  Western  or  Eastern;  but  it  is 
national.  It  is  a  great  work  in  which  the  whole 
nation  is  interested.  The  great  loss  of  properly 
which  occars  on  the  Mississippi  every  year  is  a 
destruction,  to  that  amount,  of  tbe  national  wealth. 
The  whole  nation  may  be  considered  apartnership 
firm,  organized  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness of  the  whole  concern;  and  a  loss  of  property, 
no  matter  in  whose  hands  the  loss  may  happen, 
and  no  matter  in  what  section  of  the  Union  it  may 
Uike  place — in  Maine  or  Iowa— yet  it  is  still  a  loss  to 
tbe  whole  partnership— to  the  whole  nation. 

Althoagn  the  Mississippi  may  flow  through  the  I 


Western  valley,  and  be  removed  from  Maine  many 
thousand  miles,  yet  that  State  is  deeply  interested 
in  tbe  prosperity  of  the  commerce  of  tbe  Mis- 
sissippi. This  is  tbe  case  with  every  State  in  the 
Union.  And  all  are  deeply  interested  in  this  great 
national  improvement.  Do  we  not  see  presented 
to  Congress  great  numbers  of  petitions  from  the 
Atlantic-  States,  praying  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  on  th^  Mississippi?  Those  petitions 
are  signed  by  intelligent  citizens  of  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  States,  who  are  celebrated  for  their  acute 
ieelinss  of  friendship  to  their  pockets;  and,  there- 
fore, leel  a  lively  interest  in  tbis  subject. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  the  old  objection 
raised  by  Southern  gentlemen,  that  these  improve- 
ments are  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution.  It  is 
alleged^  that  to  improve  the  Mississippi,  is  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
When  will  these  exploded  objeciions  Cf  asel 

These  objections  to  this  improvement  remind 
me  of  tbe  sentiments  oi  the  honorable  Mr.  Robi- 
son,  a  member  of  Congress  from  Virginia,  ex- 
pressed, under  the  solemn  and  awful  approach  of 
death.  The  story  is:  "that  Mr.  Robison,  in  Wash- 
ington city,  late  at  night,  rose  in  his  bed,  expecting 
to  die  in  a  short  time,  and  told  his  room-mate  not 
to  permit  him  to  be  buried  by  Congress,  as  it  was 
unconstiiutiongl  to  bury  a  member  of  Congress  at 
the  public  expense." 

Tbis  is  carrying  the  doctrine  beyond  vUraistn. 
I  apprehend  it  is  too  late  at  this  day  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  on  this 
subject.  All  the  Presidents,  since  the  formation  of 
our  Government,  have  signed  bills  of  the  character 
of  that  which  is  now  before  the  committee;  and,  of 
necessity,  every  Congre&s  must  have  passed  them. 
Many  of  the  same  individuals  who  were  in  the 
convention  that  framed  the  Conslitution,  were  also 
in  the  Congresses  that  passed  these  bills.  And  who 
could  be  more  competent  to  give  to  the  Constitution 
a  proper  construction  than  the  very  same  men 
who  made  ill  These  individuals,  justly  famed  for 
their  virtue  and  wisdom,  and  who  may  be  emphati- 
cally called  "the  fathers  of  the  Republic,"  enacted 
laws  of  the  same  character  as  the  bill  now  under 
discussion.  To  enable  the  National  Government 
to  "regulate  commerce"  was  one  of  the  main  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  people  to  form  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  And  to  establish 
light-houses,  improve  harbors  on  the  ocean,  make 
surveys  of  the  coast,  &c.,  &c.,  has  always  been 
considered  within  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gres-s. 

The  Mississippi  may  be  considered  the  high  sea 
for  the  commerce  of  the  West;  and  although  tbe 
river  water  is  fresh,  and  has  not  the  regular  tides 
of  the  ocean  in  it,  yet  the  Constitution  must  have 
the  same  application  to  it  that  it  has  to  the  Atlantic, 
as  to  commerce.  Therefore  improvements  within 
this  river  must  fall  within  the  same  class  of  cases 
as  the  establishment  of  lighthouses,  coast  sur- 
veys, haibors,  &c.,  &c.,  on  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  hear  constitutional  objec- 
tions raised,  on  a'most  every  occasion,  against 
bills  that  come  before  Congress.  These  objections 
generally  proceed  from  the  South;  and  are  so  com- 
mon, that  they  bring  to  my  recollection  an  anec- 
dote which  happened  in  Kentucky  An  old  farmer 
went  out  back  of  his  field,  into  the  timber,  with  his 
gun,  to  shoot  squirrels.  The  old  man  remained  out 
some  considerable  time,  and  continued  loading  and 
shooting  incessantly  all  the  time.  His  son  thought 
strange  of  it,  and  went  out  to  see  why  it  was  his 
father  kept  up  such  continual  shooting.  On  in- 
quiry, the  old  man  showed  his  son  the  squirrel  he 
was  shooting  at  still  on  the  tree,  and  in  the  same 

f>lace.  The  boy  saw  no  squirrel  on  the  tree;  but, 
ooking  at  his  father,  he  saw  a  mote  in  the  old 
man's  eyebrow,  which  his  father— with  his  anxiety 
in  looking  up  in  the  tree — had  construed  to  be  a 
squirrel,  and  had  been  shooting  at  it  all  day.  Thus 
it  is  with  these  gentlemen.  They  have  motes  in 
their  eyebrows,  which  they  magnify,  not  into 
squirrels,  but  into  breaches  of  the  Constitution,  at 
which  they  are  eternally  shooting:. 

I  ain,  myself,  in  favor  of  a  limited  construction 
of  the  Constitution;  extending  it  to  embrace  noth- 
ing by  implication.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  cripple  and  cramp  it,  or  to  pervert  it 
from  its  original  design.  There  can  exist  no  doubt 
in  my  mind  but  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
river  is  such  a  national  work  as  is  clearly  embraced 
within  the  constitutional  action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  necessary, 
beyond  all  controversy,  to  improve  the  navigation 


of  the  Mississippi,  and  thereby  save  the  lives  and 
propertv  that  are  destroyed  on  it  every  year. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  census  returns  for  1840,  that 
there  are  between  six  and  seven  millions  of  people 
who  inhabit  the  Mississippi  valley;  and  they  pro- 
duce annually,  by  agriculture  alone,  more  than  five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  great  amount  of 
population,  and  great  agricuUuial  production  each 
year,  will  satisfy  every  one  of  the  business  and  im- 
portance of  the  Western  country. 

This  section,  in  population,  is  greater  than  one- 
third  of  the  whole  Confederacy;  and  I  presume 
the  same  mav  be  said  of  its  productions  and 
wenith.  And  I  would  not  be  a.stonished  that 
more  than  half  of  the  wealth  which  is  exported 
out  of  the  whole  Union,  proceeds  from  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi. 

These  statements  will  appear  satisfactory,  when 
the  extent  of  country  and  fertility  of  soil  are  con- 
sidered. The  climate  is  various  from  one  extreme 
to  the  other;  so  that  almost  all  productions  can  be 
cultivated  in  the  West  with  great  profit.  I  may 
moreover  add,  that  4he  whole  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi is  inhabited  by  an  intelligent  and  energetic 
race  of  men.  The  inhabitants  are  not  crowded 
together  in  large  cities,  or  in  dense  settlements, 
to  be  enervated  and  corrupted  by  such  a  condition; 
but  they  possess  youthful  vi^or  and  industry,  in 
proportion  to  the  age  of  their  country :  and  with 
such  a  character,  and  in  such  a  country,  the 
productive  wealth  of  the  West  must  be  consider- 
able. 

What  would  all  this  enterprising  and  laborious 
population  do  in  the  West,  were  it  not  for  the 
Mississippi'?  Of  what  avail  would  be  all  the  sur- 
plus productions,  if  no  cheap  conveyance  could 
be  had  to  market^}  Were  it  not  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  tbe  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  tbe  sur- 
plus products  of  tbe  valley  would  rot  on  the  hands 
of  the  farmers;  and  thereby  the  enterprise  and 
spirit  which  now  enliven  and  animate  the  popula- 
tion would  absolutely  cease  to  exist. 

The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tribu- 
taries being  so  vastly  important  to  the  people,  is 
it  not  reasonable  that  they  would  use  it  to  uie  ut- 
most extent  of  their  abilities^  The  daring  and  en- 
terprising spirit  of  the  people  indicates  that  they 
know  well  their  interest,  and  will  in  the  same  pro- 
portion pursue  it. 

Almost  the  whole  surplus  productions  of  the 
West  are,  at  some  lime  belore  they  reach  their 
destination,  floated  on  the  Mississippi;  and  the 
wealth  which  is  received  in  return  is  conveyed 
back  by  the  same  channel.  I  presume  that  all  the 
wealth  which  is  exported  and  imported  on  this 
river  would  amount,  annually,  to  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  mill  ions  of  dollars. 

Taking  all  these  views  into  consideration,  I 
hesitate  not  to  say  that  there  is  more  wealthy  com- 
mercial business  transacted  on  tbe  Mississippi  than 
on  any  other  liver  in  America.  It  must  be  re- 
membered that  this  river  is  more  than  three 
thousand  miles  in  length;  and  every  mile  of  it  is 
navigated,  more"  or  less.  It  is  true,  not  much 
business  is  as  yet  transacted  towards  its  sources; 
but,  when  it  flows  into  the  Southern  climate,  a 
commerce  of  great  wealth  and  importance  is  car- 
ried on,  through  this  channel,  to  the  ocean.  Many 
intelligi:nt  gentlemen  consider  that  double  as  much 
business  is  done  on  this  river  as  on  any  other  in 
the  Union;  and,  in  fact,  some  say  three  times  as 
much  is  done  on  it  as  on  any  other  river  in 
America. 

I  presume  the  river  that  comes  nearest  to  the 
Mississippi  in  wealthy  commerce,  is  the  Hudson, 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  In  making  this  com- 
paribon,  I  consider  the  Hudson  as  ending  at  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  the  Mississippi  at  New 
Orleans.  The  length  of  the  Hudson  cannot  be 
compared  wich  the  other;  and,  although  much 
wealth  may  pour  into  the  Hudson  from  the  New 
York  canal,  and  from  tbe  State,  yet  it  cannot,  in 
my  opinion,  be  compared  with  the  vast  country 
bordering  the  Mississippi,  and  the  corresponding 
wealth  that  is  shipped  on. that  river. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  pretend  not  that  all  this  wealth 
which  is  shipped  on  the  Mississippi  crosses  the 
two  rapids  (which  are  called  the  Des  Moines  and 
Rock  River  rapids)  mentioned  in  the  amendment 
before  the  committee;  yet,  nevertheless,  the  com- 
merce of  a  great  and  a  growing  conntry  is  shipped 
over  these  obstruct  ions.'  All  the  Iowa  Territory 
is  dependent  on  the  Mississippi  for  almost  all  its 
commerce.  Its  surplus  produce  exported,  and  mer^ 
chandise  imported,  are  shipped  on  this  river,  e 
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must  pass  one  or  boih  of  these  rapids.  The  west- 
em  portion  of  Wisconsia  Territory  is  in  the  same 
situation;  and  so  is  the  north wei^t  section  of  Illinois. 
The  country  above  these  obstructions,  and  adjacent 
to  the  river,  is  growing  fast,  and  is  carrying  on 
considerable  business  en  the  river  at  present.  The 
lead  from  this  region  that  is  shipped  over  these  rap- 
ids amounts,  during  the  year,  to  millions  and  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  The  iurs  irom  the  sources  of  the 
Mississippi  and  St.  Peter's,  that  descend  the  river, 
are  also  considerable.  The  farmers,  whose  indus- 
try has  8o  rapidly  improved  the  coumry,  export 
great  quantities  of  their  surplus  crops  over  these 
obstructions;  and  the  lumber,  from  the  prairies  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  Lake  Supenor,  consti- 
tutes an  article  of  considerable  commerce,  which 
is  also  compelled  to  pass  these  rapids  to  find  a  mar- 
ket. 

The  most  careless  observer  of  the  Western  coun- 
try must  be  forced  to  believe  that  the  commerce  on 
the  Mississippi  is  at  present  of  vast  importance  to 
the  whole  Union^  and  is  increasing  with  the  same 
miparalleled  rapidity  as  the  country  is  improving. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  loss  of  property  and  de- 
struction of  boats  on  the  Mississippi  have  become 
so  well  known  ail  over  the  Union,  and  so  much  has 
been  written  and  spoken  on  the  occasion,  that  it 
would  be  idle  and  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  por- 
tray these  horrid  scenes.  Every  traveller  on  the 
Mississippi  is  compelled  to  become  a  witness  to  the 
fact.  The. hulls  and  wrecks  of  boats  are  so  com- 
mon in  some  parts  of  the  river,  that  a  persan  would 
suppose  that  some  horrible  fatality  had  destroyed 
all  that  approached  the  ill-fated  spot.  A  location 
of  this  character  on  the  Mississippi,  a  few  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  has  become  celebra- 
ted throughout  the  West,  and  is  known  as  the  "Boat 
Grave- Yard."  This  is  the  grave-yard  where  the 
finest  steamboats  \hat  ever  sailed  on  the  Western 
waters,  with  their  valuable  cargoes,  were  wrecked 
and  loai]  and  in  this  vicinity  the  steamboat  Eliza 
was  sunk,  and  with  her, also,  perished  £Ay  or  sixty 
persons.  Capt.  Littleton,  the  commander'and  own- 
er of  the  Eliza,  not  only  lost  his  ves^sel,  bur  m  the 
confusion,  at  night,  his  wife  and  children  also  per- 
ished with  the  Doat.  Besides  the  valuable  lives 
lost  on  this  river,  more  than  three  millions  and  a 
half  of  property,  within  two  or  three  years,  have 
been  destroyed  and  lost,  not  only  to  the  immediate 
owners,  but  lost,  also,  to  the  nation.  These  losses 
and  destruction  of  property  have  not  been  done  in 
a  corner,  or  in  the  dark.  They  all  occurred  in  the 
most  public  thoroughfare  in  the  Union,  and  are 
known  more  or  less  to  every  man  in  the  natioB* 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  facts  being  known  to  Con- 
gress, will  it  not'  compel  this  body  to  improve  the 
river  to  prevent  similar  losscsl  fs  it  not  a  duty  the 
nation  owe  the  people  of  the  West  to  improve  this 
great  national  highway!  It  Is  economy  in  the 
highest  degree  to  make  this  improvement.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  purposes  of  economy,  1  would  not 
urge  this  subject  on  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
It  is  to  expend  a  small  sum,  to  save  a  very  great 
one  to  the  people.  Is  it  not  economy  for  man  to 
provide  himself  support,  rather  than  to  diel  Who 
would  die  rather  than  to  spend  a  few  cents  each 
day  to  sustain  lifel  And  I  might  ask,  with  the 
same  reason,  who  would  not  spend  a  few  cents  on 
the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  rather  than  to 
permit  millions  of  dollars  and  valuable  lives  to  be 
lostl  Who  can  compare  money  to  lifel  AH  these 
improvements  are  easily  made.  A  small  sum  an- 
nually expended  will  remove  the  snags  from  the 
Mississippi,  and  render  a  safe  navigation  over  the 
rapids  of  Des  Moines  and  Rock  river,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  amendment  now  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  low  state  of  the  treasury  cannot  be  urged 
against  this  improvement,  as  it  is  a  measure  of 
economy,  and  will  directly  advance  the  public  in- 
terest. Because  a  man  is  poor,  should  he  cease  to 
eail  The  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  is  al- 
most as  essential  to  commerce  as  eating  is  to  an 
animal.  There  is  no  improvement  in  all  this  ex- 
tended confederacy  so  essential  to  commerce  as  the 
improvement  of  ihi.s  river.  This  work,  carried 
out  to  a  reasonable  extent,  will  save  more  lives 
and  more  wealth  than  any  other  improvement  in 
America.  Admitting  the  treasury  to  be  almost 
empty,  the  coumry  is  wealthy,  and  full  of  resources. 
No  famine,  pestilence,  or  war,  has  visited  the  peo- 
ple; all  are  vigorous  and  industrious.  It  is  no  ex- 
cuse that  the  treasury  is  not  overflowing,  that  this 
improvement  should  not  be  made.  Can  we  stop 
'•he  commerce  on  the  river,  or  prevent  the  lo68  of 


lives  and  property  on  it,  until  the  treasury  is  fulH 
There  can  exi»t  no  solid  reason  against  the  im- 
provement; and  I  hope  the  appropriation  will  be 
made. 

The  honorable  delegate  from  Iowa  Territory 
[Mr.  A.C.  Dodge]  has  agreed  that  the  sum  of  fif- 
ty thousand  dollars,  which  bad  been  reported  in  a 
bill  to  construct  roads  in  said  Territory,  should  be 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  these  tapids^d  has 
proposed  the  amendment  accordingly.  This  ar- 
rangement of  the  delegate  is  honorable  to  the  patriot- 
i^m  and  enlightened  views  of  that  gentleman,  as  no 
improvement  can  equal  in  importance  and  utility 
that  on  the  Mississippi. 

REMARKS  of  MR.  MERIWETHER, 

OF  GEORGIA. 

In  ike  House  of  JiepresenUUiveSf  Februarv  4,  1843— 
On  his  motion  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  navy 
twenty  per  cent. 

Mr.  MERIWETHER  said  that  it  was  from  no 
hostility  to  the  service  that  he  desired  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  the  navy.  It  had  been  increased  in  1835 
to  meet  the  increase  of  labor  elsewhere,  dec ;  and  a 
decline  having  taken  place  there,  he  thought  a  cor- 
responding decline  should  take  place  in  the  price 
of  labor  in  the  navy. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  this  House  called 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  a  statement  of  the 

fay  allowed  eacn  officer  previous  to  the  act  of  1836. 
'rom  the  answer  to  that  resolution,  Mr.  M.  de- 
rived the  facts  which  he  should  state  to  the  House. 
He  was  desirous  of  getting  the  exact  amount  re- 
ceived by  each  grade  of  officers,  to  show  the  pre- 
cise increase  by  the  act  of  1835.  Aided  by  that 
report,  the  Biennial  Register  of  1823,  and  the  report 
Qi'  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  1828,  furnishing 
the  estimates  for  the  "full  pay  and  full  rations"  of 
each  grade  of  officers,  he  was  enabled  to  present  the 
entire  facts  accurately. 

Previous  to  that  time,  the  classification  of  officers 
was  diffisrent  from  what  it  has  been  since;  but,  as 
far  as  like  services  have  been  rendered  under  each 
classification,  the  comparative  pay  is  presented 
under  each. 

Previous  to  1835,  the  pay  of  the  "commanding 
officer  of  the  navv"  was  $100  per  month,  and  six- 
teen rations  per  day,  valued  at  25  cents  each  ration; 
which  amotmted,  "full  pay  and  full  rations,"  to 
$2,660  per  annum.  The  same  officer  as  senior 
captain  in  service  receives  now  $4,500;  while  "on 
leave,"  he  receives  $3,500  per  annum. 

Before  1835,  a  "captain  commanding  a  squad- 
ron" received  the  same  pay  as  the  commanding  of- 
ficer ot  the  navy,  and  the  same  rations;  amountinsr, 
in  all,  to  S2,660;  that  same  officer,  exercising  the 
same  command,  receives  now  1^4,000. 

Before  1835,  a  captain  commanding  a  vessel  of 
32  guns  and  upwards,  received  $100  per  month 
and  eight  rations  per  day—bein?  a  total  of  $1,930 
per  annum;  a  captain  commanding  a  vessel  of  20 
and  under  32  guns,  received  $75  per  month  and  six 
rations  per  day— amounting  to  $1,447  50  per  an- 
num. Since  1835,  these  same  captains,  when  per- 
forming these  same  duties,  receive  $3,500;  and 
when  at  home,  by  their  firesides,  "waiting  orders," 
receive  $2,500  per  annum. 

Before  1835,  a  "master  commanding"  received 
$60  per  month  and  five  rations  per  day — amounts 
ing  to  $1,176  per  annum.  Since  that  time,  the 
sime  officer,  in  sea  service,  receives  $2,500  per  an- 
num; at  other  duly,  $2,100  per  annum;  and  "waiting 
orders,"  $1,800  per  annum. 

Before  1835,  a  "lieutenant  command  ing"  received 
$50  per  month  and  four  rations  per  day;  which 
amounted  to  $965  per  annum.  Since  that  time,  the 
same  officer  receives,  for  similar  services,  $1,800 
per  annum. 

Before  1835,  a  lieutenant  on  other  duty  received 
$40  per  month  and  three  rations  per  day— amount- 
ing to  $761  per  annum.  Since  that  time,  for  the 
same  services,  that  same  officer  has  received  $1,5(X) 
per  annum;  and  when  "waiting  orders,"  31,200  per 
annum. 

Before  1835,  a  midshipman  received  $19  per 
month  and  one  ration  per  day— making  $319  25  per 
annum.  Since  that  time,  a  passed  midshipman  on 
dutv  received  $750  per  annum;  if  "waiting  orders," 
$6(x);  a  midshipman  received,  in  sea  service^  $100; 
on  other  duty,  $35(^  and  "waiting  orders,"  $300 
per  annum. 

1^  Surgeons,  before  1835,  received  $50  per  month 
and  two  rations  per  day— amoontiiig  to  $787  50; 
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they  now  receive  from  «i,uoo  to  $8,700  Mr  .7 
num.  i^i  la* 

Before  1835,  a  "acbooUnuler"  received  SK 
month  and  two  rations  per  day;  now,  unS  S 
name  of  a  professor,  he  receive  $1,200 Mr  ««•„«? 

received  $20  per  month  and  two  rations  per  S* 
making $427  50  each  per  annun;  iheyDow >Z 
ceive,  if  employed  on  a  ship-of  the-line.  «5o  ^i 

orders"  $360  per  annum.  AsimUar  iDciwsThil 
been  made  in  the  pay  of  all  other  officers.  T^ 
pay  of  seamen  has  not  been  enlai^,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  leave  it  as  it  is.  In  severalinsiMccL 
an  officer  idle,  "  wailing  orders,"  receives  am 
pay  now  than  one  ol  similar  grade  received  darinf 
the  late  war,  when  he  exposed  his  life inbattiea 
defence  of  his  country.  At  the  navy-yards  the  pav 
of  officers  was  greater  than  at  sea.  More  1835  i 
captain  commandant  received  for  pay,  ntioD^ 
candles,  and  servants'  hire,  $3,013  per  anntua  b^ 
sides  fuel;  the  same  officer,  for  the  nme  services, 
receives  now  $3,500  per  annum. 

A  master  commandant  received  $1,40B  per  aa* 
nam,  with  fuel;  the  same  officer  now  receives 
$2,100  'per  annum.  A  lieutenant  received  t877 
with  fuel;  the  same  officer  receives  now  11^.   ' 

At  naval  stations,  before  the  act  of  1835,  a  cap- 
tain received  $2,660  per  annum;  he  now  receives 
13,500  per  annum.  A  lienienant  received  |fr6l 
per  annum,  and  he  now  receives  11,500  per  an- 
num. Before  and  since  the  act  of  1^5,qiiarteR 
were  furnished  the  officers  at  navy  yards  and 
stations.  Before  that  time,  the  pay  and  emola- 
ments  were  estimated  for  in  dollars  and  cents,  and 
appropriated  for  as  pay;  and  the  foregoing  sute- 
ments  are  taken  from  the  actual  "estimates^  of  the 
Navy  Department,  and,  as  such,  show  the  wbok 
pay  and  emoluments  received  by  each  officer. 

The  effect  of  this  increase  of  pay  has  been  re- 
alized prejudicially  in  more  ways  than  one.  b 
the  yeac  1824,  there  were  afloat,  in  the  navy,  404 
guns;  in  1843,  946  guns.  The  cost  of  the  item  of 
pay  alone  for  each  gun,  then,  was  12,360;  now,  the 
cost  is  $3,500. 

The  naval  service  has  become,  to  a  in'eal  exteot, 
one  of  ease  and  of  idleness.  The  hi^h  pay  has 
rendered  its  offices  mostly  sinecores;  hence  the 
great  effort  to  increase  the  number  of  officers.  Ev- 
ery argument  has  been  used,  every  entreaty  resorts 
ed  to,  to  augment  that  corps.  We  have  seen  the 
effisct  of  this,  that  in  one  year  (I84n  there  were 
added  13  captains,  41  commanders,  4Si  lieutenants, 
and  163  midshipmen^  without  any  possibly  conceiv- 
able cause  for  the  increase;  and  when,  at  the  saaie 
time,  these  appointments  were  made,  there  wereSd 
captains  "waiting  orders,"  and  6  "on  leare;"26 
commanders  "waiting  orders,**  and  3  "on  leave;" 
103  lieutenants  *'on  leav^  and  waiting  orders,"  and 
16  midshipmen  "on  leave  and  waiting  orders"  The 
pay  of  officers  "waiting  orders"  amoanted,  dnring 
the  year  1841,  to  $261,000;  and  now  theaiooontre- 
quired  for  the  pay  of  thau  same  idle  corps,  increas- 
ed by  a  useless  and  unnecessary  inciease  of  the 
navy,  is  $395,000!  It  is  a  iact  worthy  of  notice, 
that,  under  the  old  pay  in  1824^  there  were  96  cap- 
tains, 4  of  whom  were  "waiting  orders;"  of  30 
commanders,  only  7  were  "wailing  orders."  On* 
der  the  new  pay,  in  1843,  there  are  6B  captains,  of 
whom  38  are  ^waiting  orders;"  97  commanders,  of 
whom  57  are  "wailing  orders  and  on  leave." 

The  item  of  pay,  in  1841,  amounted  iol9,335A», 
and  we  are  asked  to  appropriate  for  the  next  tvel?e 
months  $3,333,139.  To  give  employment  lo  ts 
many  officers  as  possible,  it  is  proposed  to  extend 
greatly  our  naval  force;  increasing  the  number  of 
our  vessels  in  commission  largely,  and  upon  evar 
station,  notwithstanding  our  commerce  is  reduced, 
and  we  are  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  have 
actually  purchased  our  peace  from  the  only  mtioo 
from  which  we  apprehended  difficolty. 

It  was  stated  somewhere,  in  some  of  the  reports, 
that  the  appropriation  necessary  to  defray  tie  ei- 
penses  of  courts-maurtial  in  the  navy  wooidbe,  this 
year,  $50,000.  Thiswas  a  very  large amouni, when 
contrasted  with  the  service.  The  disorderly  con- 
duct of  the  navy  was  notorious— do  one  coald  de- 
fend it.  The  country  was  losinjf  ccmfidence  in  i[ 
daily,  and  becoming  more  unwilling  to  ^^ 
burdens  of  taxation  to  foster  or  sustain  it.  A  few 
years  since,  its  expenditures  did  not  ^<^^^^ 
millions  and  a  half:  they  are  now  ap  to  near  eign 
millions  of  dollars.  Its  expense  is  creaier  nov 
than  during  the  late  war  with  En^Und.  Notwiih- 
standing  ihe  uaeqoiTocal  d^arauons  of  Coor^ 
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On  reducing  the  pay  of  the  Navy^^Mr,  Meriwether. 


H.  of  Repa. 


It  the  lostsessioa,  against  the  increase  oi  the  navy, 
ind  in  favor  of  its  reduction,  the  Secretary  passes 
ill  unheeded,  and  moves  on  in  his  bold  career  of 
oily  and  extravagance,  without  abiding  for  a  nu>- 
nenl  any  will  but  his  own.  Nothing  more  can  be 
loped  for,  so  long  as  the  navy  has  such  a  host  of 
AC  leers,  urging  its  increase  and  extravagance— 
rom  motives  of  personal  interest  too  often.  The 
Lxe  should  be  laid  at  once  to  the  root  of  the  evil: 
:ai  down  the  pay,  and  it  will  not  then  be  sought 
ifier  so  much  as  a  convenient  resort  for  idlers, 
7ho  seek  the  offices  for  the  pav,  expecting  and  in- 
ending  that  but  liule  service  snail  be  rendered  in 
eturn,  because  but  very  little  is  needed.  The 
alaries  are  far  beyond  any  compensation  paid  to 
ny  other  officer  of  Goveroment,  either  State  or 
!*ederal,  for  corresponding  services.  A  lieutenant 
eceives  higher  pay  than  a  veiy  large  majority  of 
he  judges  of  thehighest  judicatories  known  to  the 
kates;  a  commander  far surnasses  them,  and  equals 
tie  salaries  of  a  majority  or  the  Governors  ot  the 
Hates.  Remove  the  temptation  which  his^h  pav 
nd  no  labor  present,  and  you  will  obviate  me  evil, 
'ut  down  the  salaries  to  where  they  were  before 
be  act  of  1835,  and  vou  will  have  no  greater 
ffort  afler  its  offices  than  vou  had  before.  So 
oDg  as  the  salaries  are  higher  than  similar 
alents  can  command  in  civil  life,  so  long  will 
.pplicants  flock  to  the  navy  for  admission,  and 
he  constant  tendency  will  be  to  increase  its  ex- 
eases.  The  policy  of  our  Government  is  to  keep 
I  very  small  army  and  navy  during  time  of  peace, 
0  insure  light  taxes,  and  to  induce  the  preponder- 
jQce  of  the  civil  over  the  military  autboriues.  In 
ime  of  peace,  we  shall  meet  with  no  difficulty  in 
osuuning  an  efficient  navy,  as  we  alwavs  have 
lone.  In  time  of  war,  patriotism  will  call  forth 
lur  people  to  the  service.  Those  who  would  not 
leed  this  call  are  not  wanted;  for  those  who  fight 
or  pay  will,  under  all  circumstances,  fight  for  those 
rho  will  pay  the  best.  The  navy  cannot  complain 
ffthis  proposed  reduction;  for  its  pav  was  increased 
a  view  of  the  increasing  value  of  labor  and  prop- 
rty  throughout  the  whole  country.  No  other  pay 
vas  increased;  and  why  should  not  this  be  re* 
ucedl — not  the  whole  amotmt  actually  increased, 
ut  only  a  small  portion  of  the  increasel  It  is  due 
)  the  country;  and  no  one  should  object.  We 
re  now  supporting  the  Government  on  borrowed 
loney.  The  revenues  will  not  be  sufficient  to  sup- 
ort  it  hereafter;  and  reduction  has  to  take  place 
ooner  or  later,  and  upon  some  one  or  all  of  the  de- 
lartmeats.  Upon  which  ought  it  to  fall  more prop- 
rly  than  on  that  which  has  oeen  defended  against 
he  prejudices  resulting  from  the  high  prices  which 
lave  recently  fallen  upon  every  department  of  la- 
or  and  property! 

By  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed, 
here  will  be  a  permanent  annual  saving  of  about 
400,000  in  the  smgle  item  of  pay.  And,  from  the 
mbarrassed  condition  of  the  treasury,  so  lar^e  a 
am  of  money  might,  with  the  greatest  propriety, 
e  saved;  more  especially  since,  oy  the  late  British 
reaty  concluded  at  this  place,  an  annual  increase 
s  to  be  made  to  the  navy  expenditures  of  some 
i6U0,00O,  as  it  is  stated,  to  keep  a  useless  squadron 
•a  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  estimates  for  pay  for 
lie  present  year  greatly  exceed  those  of  the  last 
ear.  We  appropriated  for  the  last  year's  service 
or  pay,  &c.,  $2,335,000.  The  sum  asked  for  the 
ame  service  this  year  is  S2,953.139.  Besides,  there 
here  is  the  sum  of  $380,000  asked  for  clothing--a 
lew  appropriation,  never  asked  for  before.  The 
lothing  for  seamen,  being  paid  for  by  themselves. 
0  much  of  the  item  of  pay  as  was  necessary  haa 
litherto  been  expended  in  clothing  for  them,  which 
7as  received  by  them  in  lieu  of  money.  Now,  a 
eparate  fund  is  asked,  which  is  to  be  used  as- pay, 
md  will  increase  that  item  so  much,  making  a  sam- 
oial  of  13,333,139;  which  is  an  excess  of  $998,139 
>ver  aod  above  that  appropriated  for  the  like  pur- 
pose last  session- 
It  seems  not  to  be  necessary  absolutely  to  make 
his  increased  appropriation.  The  Secretary  of 
he  Navy  says  that  his  plan  of  keepine  the  ships 
Ailing  over  the  ocean  (where  possibly  no  vessel 
•an  or  will  see  Chem,  and  where  the  people  with 
whom  we  trade  can  never  learn  anything  ol  our 
peatness,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  our  ships 
trom  their  ports,  bein^  kept  constantly  sailing  from 
^i^tion  to  station)  will  "require  larger  squadrons 
'han  we  have  heretofore  employedf."  He  then 
suites  that  his  estimates  are  prepared  for  squad- 
rons upon  this  large  and  expenaive  plan.  "This," 
be  says,  "it  is  my  duty  tg  do,  submitting  to  Con- 


gress to  determine  whether,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces, so  large- a  force  can  properly  be  put  in  com- 
mission or  not.  If  the  condition  of  the  treasury 
will  warnmt  it,  (of  which  theji  are  the  judges,)  i 
have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  Urgest 
force  estimated  for."  It  is  well  known  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  treasury  will  not  warrant  this  force. 
We  must  fall  back  upon  the  force  of  last  year^as 
the  idUnuUum  that  can  be  sustained.  Our  appro- 
priations for  pay  last  year  were  S1|000,000  less 
than  those  now  asked  for.  This  can  be  cut  ofif 
without  prejudice  to  the  service;  and  with  the  re- 
duction proposed  in  the  salaries,  $1,400,000  can  be 
saved  from  waste,  and  applied  to  sustain  a  depleted 
treasury.  Increase  is  now  unreasonable  and  im- 
practicable. 

A  portion  of  the  home  squadron,  authorized  in 
September,  1841,  has  not  yet  gone  to  sea,  for  the 
want  of  seameo.  While  our  commerce  is  failing, 
and  oui  sailors  are  idle,  they  will  not  enter  the 
service.  The  flag-ship  of  that  squadron  is  yet  in 
port  without  her  complement  of  men.  Why,  then, 
only  increase  officers  and  build  ships,  when  you 
cannot  get  men  to  man  themi 

NoTB. — The  following  is  tha  law  flxing  the  pay 
of  the  navy.    Gordon's  Digest,  page  670: 

The  pay  of  oaptains,  commanding  ships  of  39 
guns  and  upwards,  shall  be  $100  per  month,  and 
eight  rations  per  day;  of  captains,  commandinc 
ships  of  20  and  under  SSgnns,  $75  per  month,  ana 
six  rations  per  day;  of  a  master-commandant,  $60 
per  month  and  five  rations  per  day;  and  of  lieuten- 
ants, who  mav  command  tna  smaller  vessels,  $50 
per  month  ana  foar  rations  per  day. 

Whenever  any  officer  as  aforesaid  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  command  of  a  squadron  on  separate 
service,  the  allowance  of  rations  to  such  command- 
ing officer  shall  be  doubled  daring  the  continuance 
of  such  command,  and  no  longer,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy)  whoee  allow- 
ance while  in  service  shall  always  he  at  the  rate  of 
sixteen  rations  per  day. 

The  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  respective  com^ 
mission  and  warrant  officers  shall  be  as  follows: 

A  lieutenant  less  than  a  master-commandant,  or 
lieutenant  commanding  a  small  veasel,  $40  per 
month,  and  three  rations  per  day;  a  chaplain,  $40 
per  month  and  two  rations  per  dajr;  a  sailing-mas- 
ter, $40  per  month  and  two  rations  per  day;  a 
surgeon,  $50  per  month  and  two  rations  per  day,  dec 

By  the  act  of  96th  August,  1849,  the  pay  of  other 
officers  is  increased,  to  wit: 

Boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters,  andaailmakers, 
now  receive  per  annum        ...    |^80o 
On  other  duty    .  -  -  .      TOO 

On  leave  or  waiting  orders  for  the  first 

10  years  -  -  -  -      600 

And  after  •  -  -  -      600 

Pay  since  1835. 

Senior  captain,  in  service          -           -    '  $4,500 

waiting  orders  -           -  3,500 

Captain  of  a  squadron    -           .          .  4,000 

6n  other  duty    -           -           -  3,500 

waiting  orders  ...  9,500 

Commander,  in  sea  service       -          -  '  9,500 

on  other  duty       -           -  9,100 

waiting  orders.     -           •  1,800 

Lieutenants  commanding          -          -  1,800 

on  other  duty          -          -  1,500 

waiting  orders       -           -  1,900 

Surgeons,  from  $1,000 per  annum  to     -  9,700 

Assistant  surgeons,  waftinff  orders       -  650 

and  from  that  sum  to  $1,900  per  annum. 

Pursers,  on  ship  of  the  line       -          -  3,500 

on  a  frigate      ...  3^000 

on  other  duty^  from  $1,500  to  -  9,500 

Chaplains,  in  «ea  service           -           -  1,900 

on  leave       ...  hqO 

Midshipmen,  waiting  orders     -           -  300 

on  sea  service      -           -  400 

Passed  midshipmen,  on  sea  service       -  .»    750 

waiting  orders      •  600 

Masters,  of  a  ship  at  sea            -           -  1,100 

on  other  duty  -          -           -  i,000 

waiting  orders            -           -  750 
Boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters,  and 
sailmakers,  from  $700  to  $800  per 
annum;  waiting  orders  $500. 

Chief  naval  constructor             -           -  3,000 

6  naval  constructors,  each        -           -  9,300 

Naval  storekeepers,  from  $1,400  to      -  1,700 

The  following  are  the  estimates  for  pay  of 
*' commission,  warrant,  peuy  officers,  and  sea- 


men," for  the  ensuing  twelve  months,  and  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  same  items  made  from  1810  to 

1842,  inclusive: 

1843,  pav,  &c.         -  -  $9,953,139 

Add  ciotning,  before  paid  oat 

of  the  item  of  pay  -  •      380,000 

— .— .!_  $3  333 139 

1849,  pay  appropriated  • .  -  9|335,000 

1841  do.     do.   -  -  -  9,335,000 

1840  do.     do.   -  ^  -  .  9,950,000 

1839  do.     do.   -  -  -  9,359,695 

1838  do.  do.  .  -  -  1,319,000 
1837  do.  do.  -  -  -  9,454,000 
1836  do.  do.  •  -  -  9,318,000 
1835,  pay  and  sabsistenca  -  -  1,501,000 
1834  do.  do.  -  -  1,487,000 
1833   do.     do.  -  -  1,445,000 

1839  do.  do.  -  -  1,409,000 
1831  do.  do.  -  -  1,978,000 
1830  do.  do.  -  -  1,499,000 
1699  da  do.  -  -  1,919,000 
1898  do.  do.  -  -  1,176,000 
1897  do.  do.  *  •  1,119,000 
18-36  do.  do.  -  -  906,000 
1895  do.  do.  -  783,000 
1894  do.  do.  -  -  847,000 
1893  do.  do.  •  -  993,0$0 
1699  do.  do.  •  -  961,000 
1891  do.  de.  -  -  983,395 
1890  do.  do.  •  -  973,100 
1819  do.  do.  -  -  986,379 
1818  do.  do.  -  -  1,135,595 
1817  do.  do.  -  -  1,099,739 
1816  do.  do.  -  -  1,149^15 
1815  do.  do.  -  -  1,536^364 
1814  do.  do.  -  -  9,579,341 
1813  do.  do.  -  -  1,668,000 

and  for  arrearages  of  1819,  $365,000. 

1819,  pay  and  subsistence    -     -  1,193,341 

1811   do.     do.       -     -  774,490 

1810   do.     do.       -     -  718,115 

WAITWO  OBDBBa. 

EstiTMie  of  the  pay  required  for  the  eemmissimied 
and  warrant  officers  waiting  orders^  for  ike 
year  ending  ZOlh  Jnne^  1844. 

38  captains  -           .          .           .  $95,000 

69  commanders    -  -          •          -  194,900 

99  lieutenants  ....  118,800 

19  surgeons  -          -          -           •  30,400 

5  chaplains  ....  4,000 
3  first  assistant  engineers  >»>          -  9,100 

6  second    do.  do.                -          -  3,000 
9  third       do.  do.                 -           -  1,050 

Add  for  forty-six  midshipmen,  who,  after 
examinauon,  may  be  entitled  to  be  ar-    ' 
ranged  as  passed  midshipmen,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  pay  as  midshipmen  -       13,800 

$395,950 

{Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ^  page  699.) 

The  foregoine  is  the  amount  paid  by  the  people 
to  support  the  icuers  in  the  navy  for  one  yttiT.  The 
following  are  the  payments  meAe  for  the  support 
of  officers  idle,  and  "waiting  .orders"  from  19&  to 
1841,  inclusive : 

1899  -          -          -  -  $197,684 

1830  -           .           -  •  156,095 

18^1  -          -           -  -  931,378 

1839  -           -           -  .  904,990 

1833  .           -           -  -  905,933 

1834  .           -           »  -  909,914 

1835  •          -           •  -  919,036 

1836  .           -           -  •  915^369 

1837  ...  -  115,631 
1836  ....  950,930 
1839  ...  -  997,737 

-  1840      ...  -      965,043 

1841      .  -  .  -     959,656 

The  chief  of  the  Medical  Bureau,  in  his  an- 
nual report,  presents  the  following  faels,  as  illus- 
trative of  the  manner  in  which  some  c^  the  ap- 
propriations made  for  the  naval  service  are  dis- 
posed of;  and  what  JldelUy  characterizes  the  ex- 
penditaresl  Speaking  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
appropriation  tor  medicines,  he  mys: 

"Six  h«ndr6d  uid  ilxty-flve  dollMi  aad  fiflT-MV«n  cents 
ware,  uoauthorlxedly,  pttid  out  of  tba  appCDpfWioo  for  medl 
ririM,  mirgicAl  Inatrnmonta,  Ac,'  for  31  blae  cloth  frock-coat*, 
with  navj  buttonis  and  a  dlvar  aiar  ou  them;  31  {>aira  of 
hiue  eaaaimere  paouloooi,  ud  81  bloe  canimare  Teaia, 
wiUi  MTy  bultofta;— and  all  thia  toggarr  for  *Jack'^for 
peoaionaia  who  oarer  had  wem  aiiytbfof;  loogar  than 
a  aalkff'a  jacket,  or,  at  mqft,  in  alonna,  a  monlroT  or  pea 
jackti,  tha  con  of  whiah  to  fight  doUaii)  iQMa^  «r  fourth 
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dollan  charged  for  Um  ftock  coat*,  made  io  •ffieer^t  uodreae 
faahloo.  Tbie  will  eerve  toahow  the  uowarraaiable  intrusione 
on  theappropriatiun  for  medidnee,  referred  to  in  the  text.  But 
it  ro^  more  stroagly  be  set  forth  by  this  fact:  Of  eeven  thouaand 
one  hundred  aniTiwenty'One  dollara  and  sizty-four  cents,  paid 
bj  the  navy  agent  at  Philadelphia,  from  the  1st  of  October, 
ISII,  to  the26ihof  October,  1812,  oat  of  the  appropriatioD  for 
^medicines,  dec' only  one  thoasand  and  Ibny  dollars  and  nine- 
teen  cents  were  for  medicines,  surgical  insirameats,  and  sugical 
purposes.  The  remaining  six  thousand  onu  hundred  and 
eighty-one  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  were  for  items  of  expen- 
diture, tohoUy  foreign  to  ihs  intent  of  the  appropriation^  and, 
of  coarse,  were  what  have  been  appropriaielir  called  imrusions 
on  the  fund,  not  known  to  be  practised,  nor  thought  of  by  Con- 
gress, when  ttiey  made  the  approt>riations  in  quesuon. 

''flow  could  thirty  thousand  dollars,  api>ropriated  for  (he 
whole  naval  nsrvice,  for  the  whole  year  1842,  Lc  deemed  suffi- 
cient, when  a  maladministration  of  the  fund  onone  sianon 
swept  ofT  at  once,  in  a  few  days  mors  than  twelve  monihs, 
•6,lbl  45,  not  lawfully  chareeable  to  the  medical  fundi  Could 
the  balance,  •2^818  oS,  be  for  a  moment  thought  coinpeient  to 
supply  all  the  ships,  sick  quartern,  hospitals,  Acc.^  in  the  United 
States  for  a  whole  year?  That  this  mal-adininistration  may  be 
understood,  the  navy-agent*s  return  to  the  Buraau  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  is  annexed,  in  toto^  as  an  appendix.  It  will  not  be 
understood,  however,  that  tbeslightest  blame  is  imputed,  m  iheoe 
irregular  tranaactions»lo^hat  gentleman,  officially,or  in  any  other 
way.  Ttie  irregularity  iscbargeable,  and  it  is  now  unhesiiaiinsly 
charged,  on  tha  governor  of  the  naval  asylum,  who  approved 
the  bills,  and  thus  ordered  their  payment  out  of  an  appropria- 
tion which  no  sophistry  could  make  chargeable  with  such  bur- 
dans.  In  addiimn  to  these  irregular  outlays,  thesum  of  tSifiCO  is 
reported  on  the  purser's  pay  •rolls  as  paid  annually,  for  tm^es  or 
pajf  alone  ieselue^e  of  officers'  pay,)  in  that  institution;  t428 
of  which  is  (he  wages  of  a  person  rated  and  paid  as  hospiial 
steward,  who  never  performed  five  minutes'  duty  as  such  in 
Che  hospital,  bnf  was  employed  solely  as  purser's  clerk,  and  to 
buy  provisions,  for  whicli  he  was  regularly  paid,  as  any  agent 
not  connected  with  the  institution  might  have  done.  Of  this 
whole  amount  of  taiSOO  for  wages -the  subsistenre  of  those  so 
paid  being  a  further  charge,  and  paid  ont  of  the  appropriation 
for  medicine-~only  1936  were  allo#ed  in  thoecimatesofthe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and,  subsequently,  9308  per  annum 
werekllowed  for  a  car^ienter's  mate— makmg  91,239  allowed; 
the  balance(92,361)  being  entirely  unauthorized,  or,  at  least, 

very  doubtfully  authorized. 

*.•  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

"It  may  Uluatrate  this  remark  to  state,  that  the  records  of  this 
bureau  snow  that  an  eminent  suq[ical  iostrumsnt-malcertOf 
Pliiladelphia,  sold  certain  instruments  of  his  manufacture,  of 
the  firet'rate  workmanship  and  approved  pattern,  for  the  sum 
oft669  81,to  certain  druggists  laigeiy  supplying  the  medical 
outfits  of  veasels  in  a  neichboring  seaport.  The  commission 
alluded  to  in  the  text,  conducted  by  Benjamin  Romans,  now  of 
the  Navy  DepartmenL.  shows  that  these  identical  instruments 
were  furnished  by  the  druggists  alludsd  to,  to  certain  vssssls,  and 
that  they  charged  Government  for  them  the  sum  ofgI,2SM  64) 
thus  exhibiting  a-profit  of  9654  73— in  other  words,  an  exorbi- 
tant chaifs  of  about  83  ner  cent. !  This,  too,  on  articles  of 
well-known  estsblished  price.  These  prices  were  approved  in 
the  usual  way,  and  aciuaUypaid. 

**The  same  commission  brought  to  light,  fh>Qi  ictual  vouch- 
•TB,  the  charge  by  the  same  druggists  of  ^87  82,  in  four 
years,  for  the  recipienta  of  medicines  and  freights,  al- 
though they  state,  on  oath,  that  the  '^drayage,  freight, 
Ac,  was  always  paid  by  them."  Epsom  salts  was  invari- 
ably charged,  in  tohoU»aU  quantitiee.  at  ten  cents  per  pound, 
when  it  can  anywhere  be  purchssed  of  the  wholesale  dealers  at 
five  cents,  and  even  much  less.  Half  an  onnce  of  veratria  was 
charged  at  eightun  dMart!  An  ounce  of  gold  is  worth  sixteen 
dollan(a  doubloon,  or  ounce.)  Thus  wasa  small  white  powder 
charged  at  thirty •siz  dollars  an  ounce— four  dollars  more  than 
twicenhe  value  of  an  ounce  of  gold.  One  ounce  of  strydmine, 
a  similar  powder,  was  charged  at  thirty-four  dollan— thai  ia, 
two  dollars  more  than  twice  the  value  of  an  ounce  of  gold.  Two 
dozen  bottles  Bedford  spring  water  were  charged  eight  dollars, 
▼Iz-,  thirty-three  cenisper  bottle.  Two  scoAsofTacchie  virus 
were  charged  at  nfaie  dollars.  Oiled  silk,  worth  (of  the  best 
quality)  gl  37|per  yard,  was  charged  eighty  doHan  for  twenty 
yards— that  Is,  four  dollars  per  yard.  Seventv-two  lK»tlles 
compound  sirup  sarMparilla  were  charged  at  9108)  viz.,  91  60 
a  bottle.  The  retail  price  ia  everywhere  eeveney  five  cents  a 
bottle,  and  it  has  been  purchased  b/  this  bureau,  in  Philadelphia, 
at  97  60  per  dozen,  or  949  per  TSbottles. 

^In  the  examination  of  vouchers  by  the  same  commission, 
stUI  more  extortionate  charges  appeared  on  some  ardclea.  In 
short,  the  whoia  of  the  charges  now  printed  in  the  documents  of 
Coogrsai  ara  of  tha  same  #tortioaata  character. 

'The  llluatrationa  given  are  ample  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
Ttmarks  in  the  text,  on  the  vendty  of  fbrnishpnb  Of  942  604  34 
paid  by  a  navy  agent  at  the  seaport  alluded  to,  out  of  tlia  ap* 
propriatioB  for  'medidnea,  Ac.,'  these  furnishers  fsceived 
•08,676  10." 

The  followingare  some  of  the«zpenditares  aoder 
the  head  of  appropiiatitms  for  ^^medicine:" 


Charcoal    - 

Coal 

Whiskey    • 

Repairing  wagon  - 

Clothing     - 

Spirits 

Painting     • 

Harness     • 

Stationery  - 

Mending  hose 

Hay,  com,  and  oats 

Stoves  and  pipes  - 

Bread 

Beef  and  fish 

Mutton 

Sperm  oil  • 

Horse-shoeinff 

lUpairing  looks    - 


«119 

960 

50 

34 

1,197 

368 

180 

35 

103 

n 

113 
47 
532 
366 
211 
120 
14 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  ARCHER, 

OF  VnHGINU, 
In  Senate,  January  30, 1843— On  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  ARCHER  commenced  by  remarking,  that 
he  had  been  in  some  degree  anticipated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDtrppis,] 
who  had  so  well  discussed  this  measure,  the  other 
day,  in  the  line  of  observation  he  intended  to  pur- 
sue. His  opinions  not  conforming,  in  some  other 
respects,  however,  to'  the  views  which  had  been 
expressed  by  other  gentlemen,  he  was  desirous  of 
an  opportunity  to  state  them  at  this  lima. 

The  debate  had  deviated  a  good  deal  from,  but 
had  now  reverted  to,  the  appropriate  topics — the 
consistency  of  the  clause  of  the  bill  pledging  allo- 
dial grants  of  land  to  emigrants,  with  the  tenor  of 
our  convention  with  England  on  the  subject  of  the 
territory;  and  the  general  policy  of  accelerating  the 
settlement  of  it  bv  our  people.  To  bo*h  these  points 
he  would  say  a  lew  words. 

All  admitted,  of  course,  that  we  were  not  to  adopt 
the  cVaQse  referred  to,  if  it  operated  any  impair- 
ment of  the  obligation  of  the  convention.  A  great 
and,  it  seemed  to  him,  stran«;e  discrepancy  of  opin- 
ion had  been  exhibited  on  this  point.  The  language 
of  the  convention  seemed  in  no  degree  "equivocal." 
The.  import  was  simply  a  stipulation  for  mutual 
and  free  ingress  into  the  territory,  and  a  common 
undisturbed  use,  until  the  parties  should  determine 
further  on  the  subject.  Could  there  be  a  question 
of  the  exclusion,  under  such  a  condition,  of  the 
gight  to  exert  and  convey  a  full  property  in  the 
oil]  If  the  condition  did  not  operate  such  exclu- 
sion, what  was  its  effect?    Had  it  anyl 

Bat  suppose  the  import  doubtful — susceptible  of 
two  interpretations.  In  what  source  were  we  to 
explore  for  the  right  one?  to  what 'evidence  resort? 
There  could  be  none  other  than  the  natui^  of  the 
controversy  adjusted,  and  the  character  of  the  dis- 
cussions which  attended  the  adjustment.  Now,  the 
proposition  Which  he  (Mr.  A.)  maintained  was 
this:  that  in  the  entire  progress  of  the  negotiations 
on  this  subject  of  Oregon — from  the  beginning  to  the 
end — there  had  been  no  point  brought  into  issue, 
no  question  touched  in  discussion,  save  the  single 
one  of  the  title  in  the  territory.  Here  had  been 
parties  engaged  in  protracted  negotiations  as  to 
what  were  the  grounds  of  title,  and  whose  the  right 
to  the  territory.  They  find  tnemselves  unable  to 
agree.  What  is  done?  Resolving  nothing  on  the 
subject  of  title,  they  make  a  convention  for  a  com- 
mon temporary  use,  dissoluble  at  pleasure,  bv  notice. 
What  is  the  plain  inference  from  this?  is  it  not, 
that  decision  on  the  title  being  suspended,  the  fruits 
of  fall  title — all  other  of  its  privileges  than  tem- 
porary use;  above  everything,  the  unrestricted 
authority  to  dispose  in  full  property — must  be  sus- 
pended also?  If  such  an  arrangement  had  not  this 
efiect,  where  is  the  matter  to  be  found  to  give  it 
any  operation?  What  has  it  been  made  for?  What 
purpose  is  it  to  sub^rve?  Is  it  any  more  than  a 
blank?     " 

It  was  in  .the  face  of  this  indisputable  fact,  that 
the  negotiations  had  had  relation  to  no  other  point 
or  subject  than  the  title  to  the  territory,  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Woodbdrt]  had  maintained  that  the  conventions  in 
which  the  negotiations  resulted  were  to  be  regard- 
ed as  no  more  than  conventions  of  commerce, 
leaving  unimpaired  and  unaffected  the  right  to 
carry  our  olaim  ot  title  into  the  fullest  efiect,  by 
disposal  of  the  soil  in  absolute  property,  or  pledges 
to  make  this  disposal  of  it.  A  treaty  of  commerce ! 
Not  only  had  there  been  no  mention  of  commerce, 
or  regulation  on  the  subject  of  it,  in  the  negotia- 
tions; but,  in  truth,  there  had  been  jiothingwto  which 
the  name  of  commerce  could  be  applied.  The 
sole  business  pursued  by  our  peo]>le  or  Englishmen, 
at  the  time,  nad  been  the  pursuit  and  trapping  or 
animals  for  furs!  At  the  last  adoption  or  renewal 
of  the  <^onvention,  we  had  very  little  interest  of  this 
kind:  the  prosecution  of  this  business  by  our 
people  liavins  nearly  ceased  on  the  western  side  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  There  had  been  no  oc- 
casion, therefore,  ipr  arngngement  on  our  part  to 
regulate  this  subject;  nor  a  convention  at  all,  unless 
for  the  preservation  of  our  title,  liable  to  be  put  in 
hazard  by  our  lunhuser,  and  the  overspreading  of 
the  territory  by  English  use  and  occupation. 

Exclusive  title  to  the  territory,  or  any  part,  had 
not  beeiv  asserted  for  England  by  her  negotiators. 
Their  object  had.  been  only  to  rebut  and  repel  our 
claim  01  this  character.  They  admitted  our  right 
as  largely  as  their  own,  and  only  we|kt  into  the  ia- 
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vestigation  of  the  grounds  of  excluslrniaTivri 
purpose  of  showing  that  their  titteoathtei  i^  ^ 
was  as  defensible  as  ours.  They  mnhitai^j  ^ 
the  title  of  all  the  world  to  colonize ^^1^?? 
OUR  and  to  their^  This  was  all  ZVV,^ 
paper  delivered  by  Messrs.  Hoskisson  and  a/ 
dington  to  our  commissioner  in  1827  asibesmn! 
mary  of  the  pretensions  of  their  Governnnw  u^ 
was  it  conceivable  that,  in  these  circomstaactt  thw 
had  consented  to  a  con  vention, the  just  conarnciS 
which  left  ns  at  full  liberty  t6  pursue  ow  Sjl 
title,  and  give  the  fullest  cffectto  it?  ^^'* 

In  the  last  discussions,  in  1827,  it  had  become  a 
subject  of  consideration  whether  we  shoaW  consent 
to  any  renewal  of  the  convention.  Genilemen 
would  see  this  in  the  correspondence  of  Mr  Gal 
latin,  at  that  day,  with  the  State  Department  Bat 
why  make  this  a  question,  if  the  convention  were 
to  be  no  restraint  on  us— if,  after  admitting  it  we 
might  go  on,  as  before,  to  execute  onr  claim  of 
exclusive  title,  as  we  saw  occasion?  Mr.  Gallatin 
gave  the  answer  to  this  inouiry.  The  renewal 
was  of  use  to  preserve  our  title,  there  being  ho  oth- 
er ipterest  at  that  time  to  preserve.  That  was  the 
sble  interest  to  be  consulted.  The  sole  ol^ect  was 
to  preserve  it.  Well !  if  the  contention  secured 
the  preservation  of  our  claim,  how  could  the  pro- 
tection of  the  counter  claim  be  excluded  from  its 
influence?  Was  it  to  be  effective  for  us-nall 
for  our  JidversaryT  Was  that  the  principle  of  coa- 
strnction  we  were  to  contend  for?  And  where 
was  the  limit  of  our  right  to  make  grants  in  fall 
property,  or  engage  for  them?  Why  might  not 
these  come  to  cover  the  whole  terntoij?  And 
where  was  the  room  for  the ojperation otthe cod- 
vention  then?— what  the  part  En^nd  was  to  hare 
in  it? — the  benefit  she  was  to  realize  or  preserrel 

And  what  were  the  modes  in  which  the  objectiaa, 
that  a  breach  of  the  compact  would  be  involred  ia 
the  adoption  of  this  clause  of  the  bill,  was  melt 
First,  by  the  allegation  that  Great  Britain  had  p^^ 
ceded  us  in  this  same  form  of  breach  of  compsd. 
That  position,  however,  had  been  found  untenable 
— havmg  encountered  refutation  from  the  docu- 
ment furnished  under  the  call  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Moreheud.]  What  was  the 
next  ground?  That  Qreat  Britain  had  come  to 
enjoy  almost  the  entire  usufruct  and  advantages  of 
the  territory — nearly  as  much  as  she  would  under  an 
exclnsi  ve  title.  But  by  what  means?  Not  by  constraint 
or  intimidation  exerted  on  our  people— that  was 
not  pretended;  but  as  the  consequence  of  a  dex- 
terous management  of  the  Indians,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  overbidding  for  furs,  and  underselling  in 
merchandise !  Well  *  superior  adroitness  in  the 
use  of  a  subject  of  stipulation,  no  more  than  the 
same  adroitness  displayed  in  obtaining  it,  coosth 
tuted  an  efiect  of  contravention,  which  set  a(  work 
the  rule,  that  breach  on  one  side  remitted  obligation 
on  the  other!  His  friend  from  KentuAbr  [Mr. 
Morehead]  could  hardly,  he  thought,  feel  himself 
strong  on  this  ground.  There  was  none  left  to 
counterrail  the  allegation  of  breach  o(  compact 
prominent  in  the  clause  of  the  bill  assuring  the 

Sants  of  title  to  the  emigrants  whom  it  invited  to 
e  territory. 

Passing  by  this  consideration,  however,  (which, 
prevailing  as  it  was,  has  formad  his  chief  in* 
ducement  to  trespass  on  the  Senate:)  suppose  we 
could  be  justified  m  the  conclVsion,  that  the  contro- 
verted clause  of  the  bill  involved  no  breach  of 
compact,— it  was  to  be  remembered  that  there  was 
another  parly  besides  ourselves  to  exercise  the  of- 
fice of  interpretation.  The  aspect  in  which  that  party 
might  regard  it  was  not  devoid  (as  the  action  of 
the  advocates  of  the  clause  to  be  intelligible  must 
conceive)  of  interest  to  us.  Suppose  the  construc- 
tion of  the  clause  by  Great  Britain,  differing  from 
ours,  should  infer  a  deviation  from  the  compact 
There  were  gentlemen  in  this  body,  indeed,  who 
could  not  be  found  to  admit  that  a  que^on  had 
more  than  one  side  in  our  controversies  with  other 
nations-  This  did  not  make  it  less  true,  inU« 
event  that  there  might  prove  to  be  two  sides.  Wmj 
if  there  did  here?  Great  Britain  had  comocrciaj 
relations  with  us  far  too  valuable  to  be  sacrificed 
for  any  value  she  could  attack  to  Oregon  in  a  nwcd, 
simple  estimate  of  values  and  advantages.  Thai 
she  should  put  the  one  in  the  scales  with  the  other, 
in  this  view,  was  not  conceivable,  in  her  larg^ 
sighted  commercial  policy.  » .  v    • 

But  another  consideration  there  was,  which,  mix- 
ed with  this,  no  English  nrinistry  of  any  r«f*y  ^ 
the  power,  more  than  theinelination,  lodisregard- 
and  this  was  the  point  of  patioiial  honor.  Koftoi^ 
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for  the  mere  sake  of  Oregon,  he  repeated,  was 
BOt  conceivable..    Bnt  be  would  tell  gentlemen 
what  was  entirely  conceivable:  that  England,  if  she 
considered  the  mode  of  occupation  we  proposed 
as  infringiDg  oar  arrangement  with  her,  might 
stand  on  that  point,  when  she  would  not  on  the 
value  of  the  territory-,  or  would  proceed  on  our 
own  plan,  and  occupj  in  the  same  manner  the  por- 
tion she  aspired  to  possess.    What  he  (Mr.  A.) 
naintaioed,  was,  that  either  of  these  procedures  on 
her  fiart  must  have  an  effect  to  complicate  the 
qaestien  of  adjustment,  augment  the  chances  of  a 
less  favorable  result  than  might  otherwise  be  ex- 
pected, and  put  us  in  a  position  of  contest  less 
commanding  than  that  which  we  were  entitled  to 
occupy. 

Both  the  gentlemen  from  Missouri,  and  indeed 
all  the  friends  of  the  bill,  insisted  that,  situated  as 
we  were  in  relation  to  the  territory — our  people 
coterminous,  and  with  the  irresistible  propensity  of 
ajjoriion  of  them  to  migration— the  result  was  in- 
evitable, that  the  country  would  fall  into  our  pos- 
session.   This  opinion  was,  to  all  appearance,  well 
fbonded.    Why,  then,  from  impatience  to  accele- 
rate, adopt  a  course  which  bad  an  obvious  tendency 
to  compromise  this  resulil    And  did  we  not  adopt 
sach  a  course,  when,  with  negotiation  long  permit- 
ted, yet  depending,  recently  resumed,  we  decided 
to  disregard  it,  and  to  establish  the  measure  of 
adjustment  for  ourselves!     He  might  safely  ap- 
peal to  candor  to  give  the  answer  to  this  inquiry. 
If  we  took  a  step  of  this  character,  we  must  be 
prepared,  of  course,  to  maintain  it.    Then,  pru- 
dence demanded  that  we  should  estimate  the  conse- 
quences. He  had  no  design  to  hold  up  the  power  of 
England  in  terror.    We  were  well  able  to  maintain 
coDAict  with  her,  if  just  occasion  should  require  it. 
But,  in  reference  to  this  Territory  of  Oregon  as 
one  of  the  theatres  of  contest,  in  the  event  of  war,  it 
was  worthy  of  inquiry— on  which  side  lay  the  bal- 
ance of  advantage,  in  waging  this  contestl    The 
territory  was  remote  from  both  the  contending  par- 
ties— the  means  of  either,  for  military  operations 
there,  incon'^iderable.    But  Great  Britain  had,  if 
no  formal  miliiarY  force,  a  considerable  body  of 
men  connected  with  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
disposable  for  military  purposes,  as  not  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  of  military  hahits.    She 
hid  established  relations  of  control  with  the  Indians 
contiguous,  who  must  become  auxiliaries  in  the 
contest.     She  had  command  of  the  ports  by  which 
access  to  supplies— military  or  other— was  to  be 
afforded;  superiority  on  the  ocean,  over  Which  these 
supplies  must  be  transported.    She  had  dependen- 
cies and  relations  with  the  opposite  continent  of 
Asia,  bringing  her  into  comparative  neighborhood 
to  Oregon.     In  all  these  respects  we  were  inferior; 
our   settlements   being   recent,   and   agricultural 
merely.     We  were  under  no  disadvantage,  indeed, 
as  regarded  the  transportation  of  forces  by  land;  but 
neither  bad  we  any  considerable  advantage  in  that 
respect,  as  Canada  was  nearly  as  convenient  as  our 
territories  to  the  scene. 

Then,  in  the  event  of  war,  if  neither  party 
deemed  the  object  worth  the  sidditional  force  its 
maintenance  would  require,  our  means  of  mainte- 
nance already  theie  were  inadequate  and  inferior, 
and  we  must  be  exposed  to  the  loss  of  the  terri- 
tory. If  the  object  should  be  considered  worth  the 
transfer  of  further  force,  on  the  other  hand,  then 
England  would  enjoy  decided  advantage  over  us 
in  transporting  to  the  scene  the  force  and  supplies 
required  for  operation;  and  we  should,  in  this 
:vent,'too,  probably  incur  the  loss  of  this  subject 
>f  contest.  If  we  got  it  back  at  the  close  of  the 
conflict,  in  this  result  we  must  pay  the  price  in 
ome  form  of  compensation  elsewhere.  Would  it 
le  worth  any  equivalent  we  might  probably  have 
3  offert  If  the  war  was  to  end  on  the  ground  of 
le  sCalus  quo — that  is  to  say,  leaving  the  parties 
s  they  were  at  the  outset — then  we  shoald  have  our 
wn,  minas  the  sacrifices  of  the  contest.  If  it  were 
I  end  on  the  ground  of  the  «/i  possidetis — or  of 
ach  party  retaining  what -it  was  in  possession  of  at 
le  close — then  we  should  lose  the  subject  of  con- 
fix, without  a  compensation.  In  one  or  other  of 
le  three  modes  mentioned)  the  conflict  must  have 
<;  termination.  In  neither  would  we  be  a  gainer, 
5  respected  this  particular  subject;  which  we  must 
}  exposed  to  lose,  or  to  a  cost  for  preservation; 
',  in  the  event  of  recovery  after  loss,  for  restora- 
>n,  iiiconnparably  superior  to  any  value  which 
utd,  in  a.  sober  estimate,  be  attached  to  it  at  the 
eseni,  or  at  any  early  period.  He  had  to  say  to 
5  frieu^  ftom  Missoari,  therefore,  tl^at  he— not 
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his  friend—was  the  true  advocate  of  onr  interest 
in  this  territory;  that  the  plan  proposed  was  the 
course  to  put  the  territory  in  jeopardy,  and  the 
only  course;  that  it  was  the  conviction  of  this 
truth,  mainly,  which  led  to  the  opposition  to  this 
course. 

There  was  a  further,  and  it  ought  to  be  a  prevail- 
ing consideration,  bearing  on  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  bill  extended  our  jurisdiction  over  the 
entire  contested  territory  to  latitude  34  degrees  40 
minufes,  the  limK  of  the  Russian  possession.  But 
in  both  the  negotiations  we  have  had  on  thie  ques- 
tion, we  bad  yielded  our  assent  to  being  restricted 
to  the  line  of  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude.  Were 
we  now  to  recede  from  this  proposition,  proceeding 
from  ourselves,  and  tU  Ike  instant  of  consenting  to 
the  resumption  of  negotiation?  We  were  author- 
ized to  do  this  in  negotiation,  propositions  not  binding 
unless  accepted.  But  how  far  would  it  be  consist* 
ent  in  itself,  or  conformable  to  comity,  or  prudent, 
to  adopt  such  a  course,  with  a  negotiation  depend- 
ing, in  which  this  very  proposal  may  have  been  (as 
it  probably  has  been)  renewed,  to  form  the  basis  of 
discussioni  Who  ever,  indeed,  heard  before  the 
present  instance,  of  authorizing  negotiation,  and  at 
the  same  moment  proceeding  to  terminate  the  issue 
by  action  which  was  conclusive  of  ill  Was  not 
such  a  mode  of  proceeding  novel  in  international 
transactions? 

Whatever  the  course  we  pursue,  this  affair  must 
be  settled  by  negotiation  at  last.  P^obody  supposed 
that  Qreat  Britain  was  going  to  recede  before  onr 
claim,  and  yield  us  the  whole  subject  of  con- 
troversy, part  of  which  we  had  professed  our  will- 
ingness to  surrender.  Then !  war,  or  no  war, nego- 
tiation must  untie  the  knet,  and  put  the  conclusion. 
If  there  wer^  war — that  must  have  an  end  too,  and 
by  negotiation.  Why  not  let  the  conclusion  in  this 
mode  be  the  antecedent  to  war,  not  the  result  of  it? 
The  truth  was,  that  negotiation  would  furnish  a 
settlement  more  advantageous  for  us,  than  the  al- 
lowance of  our  claim  to  the  49ih  degree  of  latitude. 
From  the  character  of  the  country,  and  the  de- 
ficiency of  harbors  within  the  limits  of  the  42d 
and  ^th  degree—the  boundaries  of  our  latest  de- 
mand— a  conventional  line  could  probably,  nay 
certainly,  be  run  on  the  basis  of  the  proposition  to 
that  efiect,  (not  the^  exact  proposition,)  which  had 
been  made  by  the  British  commissioners  to  Mr. 
Qallatin  in  1827;  which  would  be  moread  vantageous 
than  the  line  of  49  degrees  for  both  thb  parties. 
Why  preclude  the  chance  of  this  mode  of  adjust- 
ment, by  a  step  which  (to  say  the  least  of  it)  might 
tend  to  the  rupture  of  negotiation?  There  could 
be  no  advised  policy  in  such  a  proceeding. 

He  came  now  to  the  views  which  he  partook 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McDuFFisn  who  had  asked  what  the  considerations 
were  which  called  on  us  for  the  indulgence  of  a 
spirit  of  impatience  on  this  subject  of  the  occupation 
of  Oregon?  The  Senator  from  Missouri  told  us. 
indeed,  that  our  people  had  already  gone  there,  and 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  a  question  as  to  our  following 
them  with  adequate  protection.  He  would  not  now 
discuss  the  doctrine  now  far  a  migratory  population 
was  allowed  to  give  (not  take)  the  law  from  the  dis- 
cretion of  their  own  Government,  9s  respected  the 
progress  of  the  settlement  of  territory,  and  to  drag 
forward  the  public  authority  toan^r  distance,  expense, 
or  exposure  to  collisions  with  foreign  powers.  How- 
ever this  might  be,  the  proposition  could  not  be  con- 
troverted— that  regard  to  the  general  interests  ought 
to  weigh  for  something  in  deciding  on  the  policy  to 
be  observed ;  at  least  as  to  the  form  and  measure  of 
the  subsidiary  action  which  was  required  of  the 
Grovernment.  If  we  were  bound  to  follow  our 
population  to  Oregon,  we  were  not  bound  to  adopt 
a  plan  to  fill  the  territory  up  with  population;  for 
that  was  the  scope  of  the  present  proiect — to  hold 
out  a  lure  to  emigration  to  it.  Now,  let  us  look  a 
little  at  the  inducements  to  this  course— the  advan- 
tages to  be  anticipated. 

The  country  was  separated  not  only  from  our 
present,  but  any  settlement  we  could  ever  have, 
(unless  we  expelled  the  Indians  from  all  habita- 
tion within  the  limits  of  our  claim  of  territory,) 
by  a  vast  tract  of  Indian  territory— much  of  it  a 
desert.  Then  came  the  utterly  barren  and  almost 
impracticable  chain  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  pene- 
trable at  only  infrequent  passes,  remote  from 
each  other.  Then  the  territory  proper,  divided  in 
its  whole  length  by  ledges  of  mountain  ranges,  bar- 
ren, little  practicable,  penetrated  by  streams  un- 
navigable  save  in  detached  portions,  and  not  admit- 
ting of  being  rendered  navigable  ia  t)xeir  fall  ex- 


tent. These  led  to  the  third  and  last  tract  of  valley 
on  the  seaboard  of  the  Pacific,  suited  for  an  Asiatic 
(not  an  American)  dependency,  if  it  were  to  be  re- 
garded of  value  as  a  dependency  at  all. 

This  portion  was  suitable  for  agriculture;  but 
the  only  really  valuable  part  for  this  purpose  (that 
in  which  our  people  were  settle^)  was  destitute  of 
any  tolerable  harborage,  and  could  never  com- 
mand any  by  art.  The  country,  taken  in  its  whole 
extent,  could  at  no  day  certainly  have  a  very  large 
production,  nor  any  considerable  trade.  From  the 
production  and  trade  it  might  come  to  command, 
owing  to  our  position,  the  share  of  advantage 
could  never  be  very  considerable  to  us.  And  this 
was  the  country  of  which  we  were  called  upon  to 
precipitate  the  settlement,  by  a  forced  operation! 
At  what  cost?  Not.  the  mere  promise  of  the  land^ 
that  would  be  nothing  in  itself;  but,  first,  of  consid- 
erable expense,  then  ai  the  hazard  of  national  em- 
broilment. ^ 

We  had  passed  a  bill  to  reduce  the  army  last 
year.  But  we  had  also  learned,  from  a  report  of 
the  War  Department,  responsive  to  a  call,  that  the 
prosecution  of  the  proposed  plan  of  the  occupation 
of  Oregon  would  Remand  an  addition  to  our  mili- 
tary establishment  (not  the  reduced— the  full)  of 
sixteen  hundred  men.  Th^  ^timate  had  been  giv- 
en in  detail;  the  number  of  forts,  the  number  of 
men  stated.  Were  we  now  to  retrace  our  pol- 
icy of  retrenchment,  as  respected  onr  military  es- 
tablishment, and  make  a  large  advance  in  the  oppo- 
site policy  of  enlargement?  And  for  what  object? 
To  gain  Oregon  prematurely?  It  wias  conceded 
that,  by  waiting  the  natural,  and  not  slow  progress 
of  events,  it  must  become  ours.  And  the  compen- 
sations! The  business  of  collecting  furs  being 
confessedlv  nearly  extinct  in  the  region  which 
would  fall  to  our  share,  what  were  they?  The 
burdens  must  be  considerable;  and  as  the  country 
could  not  pass  for  a  long  time  from  the  condition  of 
a  Territory,  (supposing  we  would  ever  permit  it  to 
do  so  by  incorporation  in  the  Union,)  in  which  all 
expenses  were  borne  by  this  Government,  these 
burdens  must  be  continuous  for  a  long,  or  for  all 
time.  There  would  be  no  revenue,  inconsiderable 
trade,  a  frontier  removed,  to  become  a  souree  of  ex- 
posure and  weakness,  nut  there  was  a  further 
view.  We  had  700,000,000  of  acres  of  land,  or 
vsome  immense  amount,  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  vet  undisposed  of.  A  large  proportion, 
besides  its  other  advantages,  was  of  a  fertility  with 
which  no  country  (certainly  not  Oregon^  .could 
bear  comparison,  why  tempt  our  people  from 
this  region,  where  they  would  conduce  to  our 
strength  by  their  numbers,  to  our  revenue  by  their 
consumption? — what  was  more,  where  they  would 
become  the  purchasers  of  land  from  us,  instead  of 
having  it  given  to  them  to  go  from  ua?    . 

We  heard  every  day,  on  the  floor  ef  this  cham- 
ber, of  the  d^lorable  deficiencies  in  the  revenue, 
of  the  importance  of  the  branch  of  it  derived  from 
the  public  lands,  and  the  necessity  of  cherishing 
this  great  resource  against  over-taxation  in  the 
other  department  of  the  revenue,  and  all  the  mis. 
chievous  results  of  it.  Yet  here  was  a  policy  im-' 
pairing  both  sources  of  revenue — tempting  away 
the  people — who,  if  they  remained,  would  buy  the 
lands,  contribute  to  the  imposts  which  nourished 
the  General,  and  to  the  taxation  which  was  re- 
quired to  uphold  the  revenues  of  the  Stale  Gov- 
ernments. And  this  was  to  be  done  at  a  time  when 
the  revenues  of  the  General  Government  were  in 
the  last  stage  of  depression,  the  State  revenues 
sunk  under  their  burdens,  and  the  population  of 
the  States  nearest  to  Oregon  prompted  to  fljr,  with- 
out any  lure  of  invitation,  from  the  taxation  de- 
manded by  these  burdens! 

The  reverse  sifle  of  the  argument  presented  no 
relief  to  the  conclusion.  No  revenue,  little  trade, 
fixed  and  continuing  expense,  exposure  to  Indian 
and  to  foreign  embroilments; — the  theatre  of  em- 
broilment, remote  from  access  by  land,  nearly  cut 
ofi  from  access  by  forts,  and  on  which  the  adver- 
sary with  whom  we  must  contend  had  preoccupied 
all  the  advantages,  subjecting  us  to  disproportioned 
efforts  to  maintain  ourselves  in  conflict,  and  a 
price  of  success  which  bore  no  relation  to  the 
value  of  the  object.  .      • 

Such  was  the  policy  we  were  recotpmended  by 
the  bill,  in  its  pressent  form,  to  adopt!  And  the 
ground! — the  mode  of  appeal!— the  topic  of  in- 
citement addressed  to  us ! — what  were  they?  Why, 
the  penally  of  acting,  or  seeming  to  act,  under 
the  tear  of  war  with  Great  Britain — the  intruder 
on  all  rights-^the  encroacher  ixt  all  regions  i  We' 
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he  confessed  it^  be  was  afraid  of  war,  and,  in  particu- 
lar, with  Great  Britain.  War  for  no  adequate 
causel  War— we  giving  the  provocation,  not  Great 
Britain?  Qe  did  not  aspire  to  the  courage  which 
took  no  ab(^oant  of  consequeoces — which  was 
rieclrfess  for  others — ^for  the  country.  He  feared 
rupture  with  Great  Britain  in  particular.  And 
whyl  For  the  reason,  simply,  that  this  power, 
having  more  and  nearer  poin&  of  contact  witn  us— 
wid^i*  and  more  intimate,  aud  more  important  rela- 
tions—war with  this  power  must  be  fraught  with 
deeper  injuiy  to  us.  He  must  take  this  considera- 
tion into  accotint,  though  the  genUeman  from  Mis- 
souri would  not.  Aggression  from  any  power  was 
to  be  repelled,  but  not  aggression  made,  because 
another  power  had  the  habit  of  aggression.  This 
would  be  to  take  example  fVom  wnat  we  blamed. 
And  he  insisted  that  Great  Britain,  in  availing 
herself  of  a  larger  and  more  beneficial  use  of  the 
territory,  ^und^r  the  compact  for  a  common  use. 
(all  that  had  been  shown  against  her,)  practised 
n<^  aggression;  wbilat  we  asserted,  by  this  bill,  an 
authority  beyond  a  common  use.  Which  was  the 
ptrty,  then,  that  was  to  be  considered  as  committing 
pacific  relations  to  hazard? 

Both  the  gentlemen  from  Missouri  disclaimed, 
indetd,  an^r  purpose  of  provoking  rupture  with 
Great  britain;  and  doubtless  they  spoke  m  all  sin- 
cerityi  But  what  was  the  langtiage  they  had  em- 
I^loyed,  and  reiterated,  in  speaking  of  Great  Brit- 
ain? If  no  provocation  was  designed  or  imputed 
by  such  language,  what  was  the  language  they 
would  resort  to  when  provocation  was  design  eat 
What  language  would  import  it?  He  should  be 
glad  to  hear  the  distinction  stated.  Our  negotiator 
had  told  us  that,  in  his  judgment,  the  tenacity  of 
the  British  commissioners  in  the  discussions  of 
1884  on  this  subject  had  been,  in  a  great  degree, 
attributable  to  proceedings  here,  and  language 
held  in  Congress,  by  whicn  the  pride  of  the  Eng- 
lish Government  had  been  wounded.  Why  should 
we  have  surprise  at  such  an  effect,  at  that  time  or 
this,  when  our  own  sensibility  had  been  prompt  to 
take  exception  at  a  mere  suspicion  of  adroitness 
or  success  in  turning  the  arrangement  between  the 
Governments  to  account? 

Amid  other  topics  of  illustration  of  the  encroach- 
ing temper  of  the.  English  Government,  the  charac- 
ter of  her  policy  towards  China  and  Afighanistan 
had  been  introduced  into  the  debate.  Now  he  (Mr. 
A.)  read  the  character  of  the  latest  proceedings  in 
tho^  quarters  very  differently  since  the  present 
wise  Administration  had  succeeded  to  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  in  England.  In  the  mid  career  of 
the  most  triumphant  success  in  China,  with  no  im- 
pediment to  an  unrestricted  progress  of  her  arms, 
what  was  the  spectacle  £n|:land  had  exhibited? 
Why,  that  she  preferred  the  interests  of  commerce 
to  conquest;  as  she  would  the  larger  interests  of 
our  commerce  to  Oregon,  if  the  question  were  com- 
plicated with  no  provocation  to  her  pride. 

And,  then,  Affghanistan!  What  had  been  ner 
recent  conduct  there?  She  had  decided  to  retire 
from  her  establishments  in  that  country,  evidently 
from  fust  perception  of  the  impolicy  or  extension 
of  dominion  in  that  quarter.  The  present  minis- 
try were  manifestly  alive  to  the  great  truth,  that 
commerce  was  the  talisman  of  English  prosperity 
-*not  the  extension  of  territory,  save  for  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce.  Before  consenting  to  the  aban- 
donment of  Afighanistan,  however,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  the  English  arms  had  returned  there, 
after  expulsion,  to  preserve  the  point  of  honor. 

Did  tne  history  of  this  proceedins:  suggest  to  us 
no  instruction?  We  too  had  an  Affghanistan  and 
a  Hindostan.  The  Oregon  Territory  was  as  far 
beyond  the  region  of  our  present  interests  of  set- 
tlement and  occupation,  as  A£[ghanistan  was  re- 
mote from  anv  real  connexion  of  interest  with 
HindoQtan.  The  valley  region  of  the  Mississippi, 
if  its  Ganges  had  seven  mouths  of  discharge,  as  one 
time  it  must,  would  not  be  the  empire  of  Hindos- 
tan,  in  its  capacity  of  ministering  to  opuleifce  and 
power.  We  could  not  withdraw  entirely  from 
our  Affghanistan;  but  was  it  wise  to  make  an  ef- 
fect to  divert  our  population  and  resources  from 
this  Hindostan'to  that  A%hanii;tan?  No  one 
thought  of  withholding  protection  from  our  peo- 
ple who  had  gon 'to  Oregon,  or  might  go  there. 
The  question  was  not  on  that  point,  but  on  the 
policy  of  insHivting  bourUy  on  migration  there; 
whicn  the  bill  did.  He  (Mr.  A.)  made  no  objec- 
tion to  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  Iowa  t6  Oregon, 
to  the  establishment  of  Indian  agencies  there,  to  an 
approprii^on  for  exploration  as  regarded  tne  oc- 


casion, and  position  of  forts,  and  their  future  estab- 
lishment if^  found  to  be  required,  (steps  which 
England  had  taken;)  he  had  no  objection,  in  short,  to 
any  provision  which  would  lead*  us  pari  passu 
with  the  action  of  the  English  Government,  not 
inconsistent  with  reciprocal  stipulations.  Consid- 
ering the  clause  of  the  bill  so  much  discussed,  in 
relation  to  the  allodial  grants  of  land,  as  presenting 
jtbat  inconsistency,  he  was  obliged  towage  oppo- 
sition to  this  provision.  He  did  so,  not  on  this 
ground  only:  out  on  the  farther  ground,  that  the 
effect  of  sucn  provision  must  be  morfe  probably  to 
compromise  than  advance  the  objects  of  obtaining 
the  territory  eventually;  and,  in  doing  so,  might 
also  compromise  the  harmonious  relations  wi^ 
the  power  with  which  we  were  litigating  on  this 
subject,  on  which  great  and  equal  interests  of 
both  parties  were  dependent. 

SPEECH  OP  Mr.  BENTON, 

OF  MISSOURI. 
In  StnaU,  Thursday,  February  2, 1843.— On  the 
alteration  of  the  boundary  between  Lake  Supe- 
rior and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  now  finished  all  that 
he  meant  to  say  on  the  immediate  subject  before 
the  Senate ;  but,  in  the  progress  of  the  debate, 
another  question  had  grown  up,  springing  out  of 
the  main  one,  and  constituting  a  episode  of  some 
length  as  well  as  of  much  interest.    The  Oregon 

Snestion  connects  itself  with  the  merits  of  the  Tate 
Iriiish  treaty;  and  the  refusal  of  the  British  min- 
ister to  include  this  question  in  that  treaty,  has 
placed  in  higher  relief  the  vices  of  the  treaty  itself; 
and,  among  others,  the  unexpected  sacrifice  of  the 
old  line  of  1783,  between  the  Lake  Superior  and 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  free  admission  of 
British  fur-traders  and  their  goods  to  the  places 
within  our  limits,  from  which  they  were  removed 
under  Jay's  treaty,  forty  years  ago.  This  vice  in 
the  treaty  has  been  several  times  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Senate  by  me;  and,  thanks  to  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Choate,]  will  now  be  kept  before  it  until  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  and  the  country  is  directed  to 
it,  and  the  public  opinion  determined  and  fixed. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (said  Mr.  B.) 
is  evidently  much  in  earnest  in  all  that  he  says; 
but  he  has  fallen  into  two  errors,  which  lead  him 
entirely  astray — the  error  of  applying  his  testimony 
to  the  wrong  river,  and  of  confounding  the  treaty 
line  of  1783.  with  the  trading  route  followed  at 
that  time.  The  British  letters,  in  the  shape  of  af- 
fidavits, from  which  he  read  some  parts  as  appli- 
cable to  the.  northern  branch  of  the  Pigeon  river 
route,  were  whollv  applicable  to  the  Kamanistiquia 
route,  50  miles  torther  north;  and  the  treaty  line 
was  the  water  communication  along  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Pigeon  river  and  its  connecting 
lakes,  and  not  the  trading  route  which  was  on  the 
portage  route  of  the  same  waters,  but  south  of  them. 
All  this  would  be  made  clear  on  the  maps,  and 
would  sdiow  the  Senator  the  mistakes  under  which 
he  labored,  and  which  led  to  his  erroneous  con- 
victions. 

My  complaint  against  the  Secretary-negotiator 
is,  that  he  sacnficed  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  in  this  part  of  the  northwestern  line;  gave 
up  to  the  British  what  had  belonged  to  us  for  sixty 
years,  and  which  was  all  that  was  worth  contending 
for  in  that  quarter,  and  then  affected  to  have  made 
a  grand  acquisition,  and  to  have  secured  to  us  four 
millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral  lands,  where  he 
had  actually  made  this  sacrifice.  By  settling  a  dis- 
puted line,  as  he  conceives,  he  has  attained  this 
fine  result:  when,  in  fact,  there  was  no  dispute 
about  the  line  there;  (Lord  Ashbarton  refusing  to 
second  the  British  fur  traders'  demand  of  the  St. 
Louis  river;)  and  all  the  alteration  made  was  to  our 
prejudice— being  the  loss  of  all  the  territory  be- 
tween the  two  Pigeon  river  routes;  the  loss  of  the 
old  trading  route  which  commanded  the  Indian 
trade;  and  the  lo&s  of  the  revenue  which  the  Brit- 
ish fur  company  should  have  paid  us  on  the  goods 
carried  through  our  territories. 

The  map  which  I  have  hung  on  the  Secretary'; 
table  will  explain  what  I  say,  and  will  show  that 
from  Lake  Superior  there  are  three  routes  (water 
and  portage  lines)  leading  from  the  west  part  of 
that  lake  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  and  that  the 
middle  one  of  these,  (called  the  Lony  Lakes,  on 
Mitchell's  map  used  in  1783,  and  Pigeon  river  in 
modem  maps,)  is  the  boundary  under  the  treaty; 
has  been  so  held  and  marked  for  aixty  years;  so 


admitted  bv  the  British  fur  tradets  h  1808;  aod  » 
declared  by  Lord  Ashburton  at  the  kite  tro? 
This  route,  by  Pigeon  river,  divides,  within  S 
miles  alter  leavmg  Lake  Superior,  into  twoliraDck 
es;  and,  after  joining  and  separating  repewX 
and  going  through  a  succession  of  small  mtsni 
rivers,  and  sometimes  diverging  to  the  extent  of 
half  adegree,  finally  become  united  in  Bainy  Lake 
at  the  distance  of  nearly  two  hundred  mii«fxQii! 
Lake  Superior.    The  northern  of  these  braoGba 
is  called  the  water  communication,  because  it  n. 
proaches  within  six   hundred  and  screaiy^iS 
paces  of  the  waters  of  the  Lake  of  the  Wook  the 
other  is  called  the  p<Mrtage  route,  because  it  has 
thirty-six  portages  in  it.    The  water  commuaica- 
tion  is  the  boundary,  under  the  treaty  of  1783:  the 
portage  route  was  the  trading  one  practised  by  the 
French  when  they  occupied  Canada,  and  hv  the 
British  until  they  gave  it  up  under  Mr.  Jay's  treaty. 
This  is  the  character  of  the  two  rootes;  thoo^  uj 
my  speech  upon  the  treaty,  the  northern  braAch  was 
considered  the  trading  route,  which  it  is  not.  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  CBOATE]hassg 
me  right  in  that  particular,  for  which  I  have  ret- 
son  to  thank'him,  as  he  shall  soon  see. 

The  other  two  routes  are  far  to  the  north  and  to 
the  south  of  this;  the  northern,  fifty  miles  distant  u 
the  Kamanistiquia  river,  and  through  Dog  Lakt; 
the  southern,  at  the  St.  Louis  river,  ^  miks 
south,  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  Lake  Saw. 
rior.    The  Kamanistiquia  route  is  called  by  Qie 
British  the  neu}  route;  being  opened  by  them  in 
1802,  when  they  had  to  give  up  the  old  Freack 
route.    The  St.Loui»  river  route  is  called  FoU 
du  Lac  J  because  at  the  extremity  of  the  lake,  tad 
has  no  pulitical,  and  but  little  conunercial  impsit- 
ance.  The  great  points  in  the  case  are^l.  The  oU 
British  trading-post  called  the  Grand  Potiagi,  or 
Fort  CharlotUf  at  the  entrance  of  Pigeon  river,  ud 
a  few  miles  south  of  its  mouth.  2.  The  new  Briiisk 
post  at  the  mouth  ot  the  Kamanistiquia,  aod  jiisi 
north  of  it,  called  Fort  William.    3.  Hunter's  Isl- 
and,  where  these  two  routes  unite.    These  ihm 
points  are  cardinal  in  this  inquiry;  for  they  are  the 
landmarks  of  the  national  boundaries,  as  admiued, 
declared,  andatted  upon  by  the  British  ihemselres, 
from  the  time  that  Jay's  treaty  compelled  them  to 
remove  from  our  limits.    The  Grand  Portagt,  as 
seen  marked  upon  every  map,  was  evacaaied  by 
the  British  in  IWS,  under  the  article  of  Jay^s  trealjr 
which  stipulated  for  the  surrender  of  the  Westen 
posts^  and  was  abandoned  to  us  as  our  property.  Art 
TFi/Ztam,  as  seen  upon  the  same  maps  fifty  miks 
north,  was  established  by  the  British  at  the  same 
time,  because  it  was  on  their  territory;  and  it  b^ 
came  the  great  depot  of  their  goods  and  furs.  This 
remained  the  case  from  Jay's  treaty  to  Webster^ 
treaty;  but  now  it  is  the  case  no  longer.  What 
Jay's  treaty—bad  as  it  was—secured  to  us  in  that 
quarter,  Webster's  treaty — good  as  it  is-has  taken 
Iromus!    And,  more;  u  has  drawn  in  the  line  foi 
near  two  hundred  pailes,  Irom  the  northern  hruch 
to  the  southern  branch  of  the  Pigeon-river  ronte! 
has  ffiven  the  British  all  the  territory  between  the 
two  Dranches,  including  the  laree  island  called 
Hunter's!  has  eiven  them  the  old  trading-rooie 
which  controls  the  Indians !  and,  in  addition  to  ail 
this,  has  exempted  them  from  the  payment  of  the 
duties,  which  they  moved  away  to  avoid  at  the  time 
ef  Jay's  treaty! 

These  are  the  allegations;  and  now  fortheprooi- 
And  the  chief  part  of  this  proof  shall  be  dravn 
from  the  British  themselves— from  the  members  of 
their  powerful  fur  company,  and  from  Lord  Ash- 
burton, who  accomplished  for  them,  in  the  U'e 
treaty,  what  they  vamly  attempted  under  the  Ghent 
commission,  and  all  they  have  been  wishing  for 
forty  years. 

I  begin  with  the  Grand  Portage,  on  the  westen 
shore  of  Lake  Superior,  the  former  seat  of  trade 
and  empire  of  |the  British  Northwest  Company;* 

♦'*  Lake  Superior  is  the  largest  and  most  iMg- 
nificent  body  of  fresh  water  in  the  world:  iiiscJcar 
and  pellucid,  of  great  depth,  and  abonndinf  ja  « 
great  variety  of  fish,  which  are  the  most  excellent 
of  their  kind.  •  ♦  ♦  The  company  keep  a  ves- 
sel of  from  &0  to  70  tons  on  this  lake,  to  trai^n 
the  goods  coming  from  Montreal  to  the  Gukp 
Portage,  and  to  return  the  furs.  *  *  *  ^J* 
Grand  Portage  is  situated  on  a  pleasant  bay  on  w 
north  side  ot  the  lake,  in  latitude  48,  and  loBgiwa 
90  west  from  Greenwich.  At  the  entrant  of  ik 
bay  is  an  island,  which  screens  the  baiw  injj 
every  wind  except  the  south.    ♦    ♦    t  Tj»mj 
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BBd  (heir  reasoBB,  given  by  themselves,  for  leaving 
diAt  great  post— their  grand  qaarters— in  the  year 
1809.  I  nse  seven  affidavits  from  the  partners  and 
cltrfe  of  that  company,  nsed.  before  the  commis- 
sioners ander  the  7th  article  of  the  GHient  treaty, 
niar  tweaty  yearn  ago;  and  all  preserved  in  our 
MbHedoenmeots  of  the  session  of  18S7-38.  The 
M  affidavit  (in  order  to  give  a  fall  view  of  the 
vliolecaselF  I  read  in  full:  from  the  others,  short 
•xtraets  will  be  itfad,  to  sustain  the  material  points : 

TU  s^^9m  afidavU  of  WiUiam  Mukay,  partner  in 
^  British  Northwest  Company,  given  at  Montreal, 

June  iiithyisan. 

"The  undersigned,  William   Mackay,  gentle- 
man, now  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  in  the  Province 
oC  Lower  Canada,    doth    hereby  certify :  That 
hQ  was  a  partner  of  the  Northwest   Company, 
aader  the  firm  of  McTavish,  McGillivray,  and 
Company,  for  the  fur-trade  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
the  coontries  east»  north,  and  west  of  the  said  lake. 
That  the  great  depot  or  the  fur-trade  was  at  the 
QretU  Cartying-^Mee.  a  few  miles  west  of  Pigeon 
river,  in  Lake  Superior.    That  from  a  strong  be- 
lief, founded  on  the  assertions  or  the  United  States 
officers  at  the  garrison   of  MichiKmackinac,  to 
kmself  in  person,  that  the  above  depot  was  within 
the  limits  of  the   United   States,   and  they  would 
kvy  heavy  duUes  on  aU  merehandist,  stores,  Ac., 
imported  thereto,  and  on  all  furs,  &c.,  exported 
thereflrom,  (which,  had  it  taken  place,  would  have 
been  rvinous  to  the  said  company  carrying  on  the 
far-trade,)  the  said  company  was  obliged  to  ez- 
amioe  the  countries  to  the  northward  and  eastward 
of  the  said  Qreat  Carrying-place,  for  another  route 
to  the  interior  countries.'^    ♦     ♦     ♦     "That  the 
andersigned,  in  the  year  1801,  at  the  orders  of  the 
said  ]^/irtkweU  Cmpanif,  undertook,  with   Mr. 
Jean  Baptiste  Pomainviile,  one  of  the  clerks  of 
the  said  company,  eight  experienced  men,  and  a 
native,  in  a  canoe,  to  explore  a  route  from  Lac  La 
Pluie  to  the  month  of  the  Dog .  river,  in  Lake  Su- 
perior, called  iZiraiam^t^ia;  which  they  performed 
with  great  difficulty  and  hard  labor.    That  they 
ibimd  the  whole  country  through  which  they  passed 
a  perfect  vntdemess."*     ♦     ♦     »     « That,  in  the 
year  1802.  the  undersigned  explored  another  river 
m  the  said  new  route,  which,  from  its  continuous 
npids,  was  found  impracticable  for  loaded  canoes, 
and  tke  present  new  route  was  then  determined  on 
as  that  oy  which,  in  future,   they  would  carry  on 
the  fur  trade,  as  being  a  country  in  which  the 
Vniied  States  had  no  claim. 

"That,  in  the  year  1803,  the  said  company  began 
clearing  the  forests  at  Kdmanisti^ia,  for  the  erec- 
tion or  buildings,  &c.;  and  that  large  parties  of 
men,  for  several  Vears.  were  employed  in  making 
carrying-places  tnrougn  the  forests,  some  of  them 
over  deep  swamps  and  morasse^  over  which  cause- 
ways were  laid  of  logs,  squared  on  one  side;  and 
that  on  the  Portage  Savanne  the  causewav  is  more 
than  two  miles  in  length.''  *  *  *  "That  it  was 
with  difficulty,  by  making  presents  to  some,  and  al- 
lowing extra  wages  toothers,  that  the  men  engaged 

forms  an  amphitheatre,  and  is  clear  and  inclosed, 
and  on  the  left  corner  of  it,  beneath  a  hill  three  or 
four  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  crowned  by  others 
>f  still  greater  altitude,  is  the  fort,  (Fort  Charlotte,) 
)icketea  in  with  cedar  pallisadoes,  and  inclosing 
louses  built  with  wood<  and  covered  with  shingles. 
•     ♦      *     The  portage  hence  to  Pigeon  river  is 
tine  miles.    *    *    *    This  is  the  great  depot  of 
he  far-trade,  where  the  north  men,  coming  from 
he  interior—from  the  Assinaboin,  the  Saskatcbi- 
rine,  the  Atabasea,  the  Lake  Winipec,  and  other 
tr  interior  lakes  and  rivers^and  brmgi'ng  the  furs 
f  a  year's  trade,  meet  the  park-eaters  who  bring 
ne  goods  from  Montreal,  and  where  the  two  divis- 
ons  of  men  exchange  loads.    *     *     *    Twelve 
nndred  men  of^en  meet  here.     *     *     *     The 
roprietors,  in  part,  reside  there.    It  is  the  head- 
aarters  of  the  company.    The  mode  of  living  at 
le  Qrand  Portage  is  as  follows:  The  proprietors, 
erks,   Roides,  and  interpreters  mess  together,  to 
e  nomber,  sometimes,  of  one  hundred,  at  several 
bles,   iQ  one  large  hall:  the  provision  consisting 
f  bread,   salt  pork,  beef,  hams,  fish,  venison,  but- 
ler, peas,  Indian  com,  potatoes,  tea,  spirits,  wine, 
id  plenty  of  mUk— for  which  purpose,  several 
ilch  cows  are  constantly  kept.    The  mechanics 
:ve   rations  of  such  provisions;  but  the  canoe- 
%D,  betb  from  the  north  and  from  Montreal,  (of- 
pi    I,200  in  number,)  have  no  other  allowance, 
re  or  in  the  voyage,  than  Indian  com  and  melt- 
fat.'* — McHenzie^s  Bistory  of  tA«  Fur-trade. 


in  the  fur-trade  could  be  prevailed  on  to  transport 
the  goods,  furs,  &c.,  by  the  new  route.  That,  in 
the  year  1802,  -the  undersigned,  from  very  good 
authority,  received  information  that  the  United 
States  troops  had  actually  landed  at  Mir.hilimacki-' 
nac,  the  American  garrison,  for  the  purpose  of 
proceeding  to  the  depot  of  the  fur-trade,  at  the 
Qreat  Onrrying-place,  and  there  enforcing  the  duties 
contemplated  to  be  levied  on  the  merchandise,  furs, 
&c.,  of  the  said  Northwest  Company,  as  Britisn  sub- 
jects, had  tkeii  not  learned  the  sad  company  were  then 
beginning  to  evacuate  the  said  depot,  situated  at 
the  east  end  of  the  said  Great  Carrying-place. 

"T&«5,  the  undersigned  considers  the  new  route 
froHi,  Kamanisiiq^uia  to  he  more  dangerous,  of  greater 
length,  and  requires  more  labor  than  the  old  route 
by  the  Great  Carrying-place,  ^c.** 

Extract  from  the  sworn  affidavit  of  John  McOiUi- 
vray,  a  partner  in  the  Norhwest  Company,  given  at 
Glengarry,  in  Upper  Canada,  June  27, 1827. 

"John  McGillivray,  of  Glengarry,  in  the  said 
district,  gentleman,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith:  That  he  was  a  partner  of  the  cirdevani  North- 
west Company,  furnished  with  capital  and  goods 
by  the  firm  of  McTavish,  Frobisher,  &  Co..  and 
McTavish,  McGillivray,  &  Co.,  of  Montreal,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  fur-trade  of  Lake 
Superior,  and  the  countries  east,  north,  and  west  of 
the  said  lake.  That  the  great  depot  of  the  associa- 
tion then  composing  the  Northwest  Company  was 
at  the  Great  Carrying-place,  on  the  border  of^  Lake 
Superior.a  few  miles  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon 
river.  That  flrom  a  strong  belief,  founded  upon  the 
assertions  of  the  United  States  commanding  officer 
then  stationed  at  Mackinac,  (and,  indeed,  others.) 
that  the  same  depot  was  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  and  that  it  was  the  decided  in- 
tention of  the  (Government  of  that  country  to  appoint 
and  establish  a  military  post  there,  in  order  thaif^hey 
might  levy  duties  on  all  merchandise,  stores,  4rc.  ^. 
imported  thereinto,  and  also  on  the  furs  exponed 
therefrom,  consonant  with  the  laws  and  regulations 
of  their  own  State,  a/^er  mature  and  deliberate  con^ 
sideration  it  was  then  unanimously  agreed  to,  by  the 
association  composing  the  Northwest  Company,  that 
the  trade  could  not  afford  the  heavy  impost  with  which 
it  most  inevitably  would  have  been  burdened,  and  that 
it  would  ultimately  prove  ruino^is  to  the  concern  at 
large. 

''In  the  year  1802,  this  new  route  was  again  ex- 
amined, and  the  road  marked  out  then  as  the  one 
by  which  in  future  the  fur  trade  was  to  be  carried 
on .  That,  at  a  very  great  expense,  the  concern  had 
to  clear  away  thick  woods,  to  erect  many  building, 
dec.,  and  for  several  years  to  employ  large  panics 
of  men  to  open  roads  through  the  forests  or  carry- 
ing-places, to  avoid  many  dangerous  rapids  and 
falls  in  the  rivers,  and  to  communicate  with  brooks, 
ponds,  lakes,  &c.,  which  had  no  ofher  communica- 
tion. To  all  appearances,  this  route  had  never 
been  practised,  except  by  the  natives  whose  hunt- 
ing-grounds are  in  the  vicinity  thereof.  It  was 
with  some  difficulty,  and  by  allowing  extra  wages, 
that  the  servants  of  the  compai^  employed  in  car- 
rying on  the  far-trade  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
undertake  the  tn'ansport  of  the  goods,  furs,  Ac., 
&c.,  by  this  new  route.  The  deponent  was  several 
years  in  the  fur-trade,  both  before  and  after 
that  depot  (or  headquarters)  was  transferred  from 
the  Grand  Carrying-place  to  Kamanistlqnia,  (or 
Fort  William,)  and  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
both  routes.  The  new  route  is  more  dangerous, 
is  of  greater  length,  and  requires  an  infinite  deal 
more  labor,  espeiciaUy  in  years  of  low  water,  than 
the  old  route  by  the  Grand  Porta/(e  or  the  Great 
Carrying- place,  Pigeon  river,  ^.,  •  to  Lac  La 
Croix." 

Extract  from  the  iworn  affidavit  of  If.  MagiUls,  a 
partner  of  the  Northwest  Company,  given  at 
Glengary  in  Upper  Canada,  June  Bth,  1827. 

"The  undersigned  doth  hereby  certify  that  he 
was  a  partner  of  the  Northwest  Company,  under 
the  firm  of  McTavish,  McGillivray,  and  Com- 
pany, forthefor-tradeof  Lake  Superior,  and  the 
countries  east,  north,  and  west  of  the  said  lake. 
That  the  great  depot  of  the  far-trade  was  at  the 
Great  Carrying-place,  a  few  miles  west  of  the  For- 
tie  of  the  Pieeon  river.  That  from  a  strong  belief, 
founded  on  the  assertion  of  the  'United  States  offi- 
cers and  others,  that  the  above  depoi  was  within  the 
limits  ol  the  United  States,  and  that  heavy  duties 
would  be  levied  on  all  merchandise,  stores,  &c., 
imported  thereto,  and  on  the  furs  exported  there^ 


from,  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  which 
.  would  have  been  ruinous  to  the  said  firfU.  they 
.  were  obliged  to  examine  the  countries  northward 
,  and  eastward,  for  another  route  to  the  interior 
I  countries. 

"  That,  at  a  very  great  expense,  they  had  to 
clear  a  thick  forest,  to  erect  buildings,  ftd.,  and  to 
employ,  for  several  years,  large  parties  of  men,  to 
opcai  roads  through  the  forests,  to  avoid  dangerous 
rapids,  falls,  &c.,  in  the  rivers,  as  canylng-'places 
.  for  their  goods,  furs,  &c.,  and  to  communicafe  with 
brooks,  ^nds,  and  lakes,  which  had  no  other  com- 
munication known;  and  that  much  of  the  roads 
was  over  deep  swamp  and  morass*,  and  to  cross 
these,  csauseways  of  logs,  squared  on  the  surface, 
were  laid,  in  one  place  of  more  than  two  miles  in 
length. 

"That  it  was  with  difficulty,  and  bv  allowing 
extra  wages,  tha(  the  men  employed  in  the  fur-trade 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  undertake  the  transporTof 
goods,  fnrs,  dec.,  bv  this  new  route.  The  andfer- 
signed  was  several  years  in  the  fur-trade,  both  be* 
lore  and  after  the  depot  for  the  fur-trade  was 
transferred  from  the  Great  Carrying  place  to 
Kamanistiouia,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  both 
routes.  Toot  the  new  route  is  more  dangeroin,  i$  of 
greater  length,  and  requires  more  labor^  tbin  the 
old  route  by  the  Great  Carryvng-fdace,  Pigeon  river, 
if-c,,  to  Lac  La  Croix." 

Extract  from  the  sworn  affidavit  of  Jean  Bapttste 
Powiainville,  a  clerk  in  the  Northwest  Fwr  Com" 
pan^,  given  at  Montreal,  June  12^  1827. 

"That  in  the  year  1801,  the  undersigned,  in  his 
capacity  as  clerk  to  the  said  conmanv,  was  placed 
under,  the  orders  of  Colonel  mlUam  Mackay 
(then  one  of  the  partners  of  the  Nohhwest  Com- 
pany) with  fight  men  and  one  native,  in  a  canoe, 
to  explore  a  route  from  the  Rainy  Lake  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Doe  river  in  Lake  Superior,  called  Kaman- 
istiouia. That  they  did  explore  a  route  from  thenee 
to  the  place  called  Kamani.stiquia*,  that  they  found 
the  whole  country  a  perfect  wilderness,  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  and  hard  labor  that  th^v, 
reached  Kamanistiquia.  ♦♦♦♦!»• 
That  the  undersigned  was  a  clerk  in  the  service  of 
the  Northwest  Company  several  years  before  and 
after  the  depot  for  the  fur-trade  was  transferred 
from  the  Great  Carrying-place,  a  few  miles  west 
of  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  nver,  in  Lake  Superior,  to 
Katnanistiquia;  and  believes  the  said  transfer  of 
the  depot  to  have  been  made  on  account  of  duties 
threatened  to  be  levied  on  Htkt  goods  imported  to, 
and  the  fars  exported  from,  the  s^id  depot  at  the 
Great  Carrying-place  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
States.        ♦  ♦  *  ♦        That  the 

undersigned  was  well  acquainted  with  both  routes, 
and  considers  the  new  route  (by  the  Kamanisti- 
quia)  as  of  greater  length,  more  dangerous,  and 
requiring  greater  labor  than  the  old  route  by  the 
way  of  &e  Great  Carrying'place,{Grand  Portage,**) 

Having  read  these  amoavits,  Mr.  B.  said  there 
were  others  of  the  same  tenor  from  other  gentlemen 
of  the  late  Northwest  (now  Hudson  Bay)  Company. 
They  all  testify  to  the  same  points,  and  so  nearly 
in  the  same  words,  that  it  becomes  a  needless  repe- 
tition to  recite  them.  They  establish,  beyond  con- 
troversy— 1.  That  the  Nonhwest  Company  occu- 
pied the  Grand  Portage,  and  made  it  the  nead-quar- 
tersof  the  company,  and  the  great  depot  of  their 
Indian  trade,  up  to  the  year,  1802.  2.  That  they 
carried  on  their  trade  to  th^  interior,  up  to  that 
time,  on  the  portage  route  of  Pigeon  river,  whicn 
route  commenced  in  the  Grand  Portage.  3.  That  the 
retention  of  Northwestern  posts,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  enabled  them  to  retain  possession  of 
the  Grand  Portaj^e,andthe  portage  route,  until  after 
the  surrender  of  those  posts  under  Mr.  Jay's  treaty. 
4.  That  they  broke  up  from  the  Grand  Portage,  and 
abandoned  the  portage  route  in  the  vear  1802,  and 
opened  a  new  route,  and  established  a  new  post 
fifty  miles  further  north.  5.  That  they  did  this  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  evacuating  a  post  and  re- 
tiring from  a  route  which  belonged  to  the  United 
States,  and  to  escape  from  the  custom-house  laws 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Sutes.  6.  That 
they  did  this,  upon  the  unanimous  determination  of 
the  members  of  the  company,  at  |^reat  loss  and 
expense;  and  that  the  new  route  which  they  estab- 
llsbed  was  longer,  more  difficult,  more  costly,  and 
worse  in  every  respect  than  the  one  which  they 
abandones.  The  rare  reading  of  the  affidavits 
establishes  all  this:  and  now  the  mere  reading  o** 
the  treaty  of  1783,  and  that  of  1842,  will  estab*' 
the  remainder,  and  show  that  the  boundaries  ol 
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Uaited  States  have  been  altered  by  Mr.  Webster, 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  British  for-traders 
to  the  po8t  and  route  which  Jay's  treaty  compelled 
them  to  abandon.    These  are  the  two  treaties. 

The  treaty  of  1783  says: 

"Thence  through  Lake  Superior,  northward  of 
the  isles  Royale  and  Philippeauz,  to  the  Long  Lake; 
thence f  through  the  middle  of  said  Long  LAke,  and 
the  water  communication  between  it  atid  ike  Lake 
of  the  Woods." 

The  treaty  of  1843  says: 

"Thence,  adopting  the  line  traced  on  the  maps 
by  the  commissioners,  through  the  river  St.  Mary 
and  Lake  Superior,  to  a  point  north  of  lie  Royale 
in  said  lake,  one  hundred  yards  to  the  north  and 
east  of  He  6hapeau,  which  last  mentioned  island 
lies  near  the  northeastern  point  of  He  Royafe, 
where  the  line  marked  by  the. commissioner  ter- 
minates; and/rom  the  last-mentioned  point;  south- 
westerly, through  the  middle  of  the  sound  between 
He  Royale  and  the  northwestern  mainland,  to  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river ,  and  up  the  said  river^  to 
and  through  the  north  und  south  Fowl  lakes,  to  the 
lakes  of  the  height  of  land  between  Lake  Superior 
and  Uie  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence^  along  the  water 
qommwtication  to  Lake  Saisaginaga^  and  through 
that  lake;  thence,  to  and  through  Cypress  Lake,  Lac 
du  Bois  Blanc,  Lac  la  Croix,  Little  VermiUion 
Lake,  and  Lake  Namecan,  and  through  the  several 
smaller  lakes^  straits,  or  streams,  connecting  the 
lakes  here  mentioned,  to  that  point  in  Lac  la  Plme, 
or  Rainy  Lake,  at  the  Chaudiire  falls,  from  which 
the  commissioners  traced  the  line  to  the  most  north- 
western point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence 
along  the  said  line,  to  the  said  most  northwestern 
point,  being  in  latitude  49  degrees  23  minutes  55 
seconds  north,  and  in  longitude  95  degrees  14  min- 
utes 38  seconds  west  from  the  oK^rvalory  at 
Greenwich;  thence,  according  to  existing  treaties, 
due  south,  to  its  intersection  with  the  49th  parallel 
of  north  latitude,  and  along  that  parallel  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  It  beiiig  understood  that  at  all  the 
water  communicatums,  and  all  tie  ^itstuil  portages 
dUmgthe  line  from  Lake  Swrior  to  the  'Lake  of 
the  Woods,  and  also  Grand  Portage,  from  the  shore 
of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pigeon  river,  as  now  ac- 
tually used,  shall  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the 
citizens  and  subjects  of  both  countries," 

Such  are  the  words  of  the  two  treaties !  and  the 
bare  reading  of  them,  without  a  recurrence  to 
maps,  announces  a  great  difference.  That  differ- 
ence is  as  great,  in  tact,  as  the  word.i  would  im- 
port. To  understand  this  difference,  a  modern 
map,  or  some  large  map  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  examined:  one  that  would  show,  1st.  The  two 
parallel  (nearly)  lines  of  the  Pigeon  river  route; 
2d.  The  Kamanistiquia  route;  3d.  The  junction  of 
these  on  the  north  side  of  Hunter's  island.  These 
three  points  being  seen  on  a  map,  the  explanation 
of  the  whole  becomes  intelligible,  and  the  differ- 
ence between  the  lines  of  1783  and  1842  apparent 
to  every  eye. 

The  terms  of  these  two  treaties  announce  a  great 
diflerence  in  the' boundaries  established  by  each  of 
ihem.  Th^  treaty  of  1783  follows  ihe  water  com- 
munication between  the  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods;  the  treaty  of  1842  designates 
^  a  line  of  lakes,  rivers,  and  portages;  and  concludes 
with  making  all  the  portages,  and  especially  the 
Grand  Portage  on  Lalre  Superior,  free  and  open  to 
the  use  of  lx)th  parlies.  The  treaty  of  1783  con- 
tains nothing  of  this  kind. 

Admitting  that  the  Pigeon  river  called  for  in  the 
treaty  of  1842  is  the  Long  Lake  called  for  in  ihe 
treaty  of  1783,  and  thus  that  the  new  line  leaves  Lake 
Superior  at  the  right  place:— adraiiiing  this,  I  pro- 
ceed to  point  out  the  fact,  that,  within  twenty  miles  of 
the  lake,  the  Pigeon  river  divides  into  two  branches 
— the  southern  bearing  down  through  North  and 
South  Fowl  Lakes;  the  other  bearing  almost  due 
west,  and  taking  the  name  of  Arrow  river.  These 
iwo  branches  approach  and  diverge,  passing  th  rough 
numerous  small  lakes,  and  forming  many  islands, 
until  they  reach  the  fleight  of  Land,  40  miles  from 
Lake  Superior,  and  where  the  wafers  of  that  lake 
and  those  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  rise  within  679 
paces  of  each  other,  passing  the  Height  of  Land, 
which  is  the  dividing  ridge  which  separaits  the 
waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  Hudson 
Bay,  the  parallel  routes  again  diverge,  f(irming 
the  largre  island  called  Hunter's,  aud  many  smaller 
islands,  until  they  finally  come  together  \f\  Rainy 
Lake,  whence  they  issue  by  a  river  as  large  as  the 
Hudson,  which  flows  into  the  Lak^  of  the  Woods, 
nee  another  !arg«  rfv^r  flows  ji^to  f^ake  Win- 
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nipec,  whence  the  Missinnippi  (of  ihe  Indians)  now 
called  Churchill  river,  flows  into  Hudson's  Bay. 
These  two  parallel  lines,  from  their  first  divergence 
near  Lake  Superior,  to  their  final  conjunction  in 
Rainy  Lake,  a  distance  of  more  than  100  miles, 
I  are  known  by  names  as  notoiious  and  as  distinct  as 
|.  any  two  objects  in  nature  can  be.  The  northern, 
or  outer  line,  is  called  the  Water  Communication, 
because  it  is  the  most  continuous  water  line;  the 
southern,  or  inner  line,  is  called  the  Portage  Route, 
because  it  has  numerous  portages,  or  carrying 
places  upon  it.  The  former  was  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  treaty  of  1783:  the  latter 
was  the  trading  route  of  the  French  when  they 
owned  Canada,  and  of  the  British  from  the  time 
they  conquered  Canada  in  1763,  until  they 
remoyed  to  the  Kamanistiquia  route  in  the  year 
1802.  Following  this  southern,  or  inner  route, 
upon  any  map  on  a  scale  to  show  small  objects, 
and  every  landmark  called  for  in  the  treaty  of 
1842  will  be  found,  and  will  always  be  found 
to  follow  the  most  southern  deflexions  of  ever^ 
lake  and  river,  so  as  to  cut  deepest  at  every  passi- 
ble point  into  the  old  and  acknowledged  territory  of 
the  United  States!  Look  at  those  calls,  both  in  the 
treaty  and  on  the  map.  First,  North  and  South 
Fowl  Lakes,  many  miles  south  of  Arrow  river; 
then  Lake  Saisaginaga,  Cyprc^^s  Lake,  and  Bois 
Blanc  Lake,  which  carry  you  south  of  Hunter's 
island;  then  Lake  La  Croix,  and  Vermillion  Lake, 
which  keep  you  south  of  the  Namecan  river,  then 
the  Namecan  Lake,  which  takes  you  into  the  ex- 
treme southern  limb  of  Rainy  Lake.  These  are  the 
new  calls! — all  to  the  south!  every  one  pursuing  each 
lake  ( r  river  to  its  extreme  southern  deflexion!  and 
their  throwing  in  all  the  portages,  and  Grand  Port- 
age itself,  into  the  bargam.  This  is  the  new  line; 
and  it  will  be  shown  in  the  proper  place,  that  this 
precise  line  was  begged  by  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany, in  1827,  and  refused  by  General  Porter,  (the 
Ghent  commissioner  under  the  7th  article,)  because 
it  would  alter  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. 
What  he  refused,  Mr.  Webster  granted. 

This  establishes  the  fact  of  the  alteration  of  this 
boundary.  The  further  fact,  that  it  was  wrongfully 
altered,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  British,  and  the 
injury  of  the  United  Slates,  remains  to  be  estab- 
lished; and  to  the  proof  of  that  I  now  proceed. 

First,  I  point  to  the  map  now  on  the  Secretary's 
table,  and  which  shows  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  marked  up  to  the  northern  line  of  the  Pigeon 
river  routes,  and  going  north-  of  the  large  i.sland 
called  Hunter's.  This  is  a  late  map.  Forty  others, 
of  different  dates,  might  be  produced;  and  any  per- 
son, in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  who  has  a 
large  map  of  the  Union  in  his  possession,  may  see 
the  bounaary  as  there  traced. 

Next,  I  point  to  the  British  route  opened  in  1802, 
after  the  removal  of  the  fur  company  from  the 
Grand  Portage,  which,  passing  up  the  Kamanis- 
tiquia, and  through  Dog  Lake,  and  the  Thousand 
Lakes,  arrives  at  the  b^amdary  of  the  United  States 
on  the  north  side  of  Hunter's- Island,  opposite  its 
middle,  and  follows  the  Maligne  river,  the  ac- 
knowledged boundary  of  the  United  States,  to 
Lac  La  Croix.  This  conjunction  of  the  new  Brit- 
ish route  with  the  United  Stales  boundary  north  of 
Hunter's  Island,  is  proof,  from  the  British  them- 
selves, that  the  boundary  was  on  the  north  of  that 
island,  where  the  maps  place  it — and  which  decides 
the  whole  question;  for  that  island  is  the  great  land- 
mark between  the  two  routes,  which  are  there  sep- 
arated to  their  widest  degree  of  divergence.  The 
Webster  line  is  on  the  south  of  this  island;  and  < 
will  so  be  marked  in  every  map  made  after  this 
tim«. 

Next,  I  refer-  to  the  eight  affidavits  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Northwest  Fur  Company,  dated  in 
1^26,  all  affirming  that,  in  1802,  the  company,  by 
a  unanimous. derision  of  its  managers,  removed 
from  the  Grand  Portage,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
esiuary  of  Pigeon  river,  to  Fort  William,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Kamanistiquia, /br  the  purpose  of 
gelling  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  Slnlcs!  and 
that  this  new  route  brought  them  into  the  Maligne 
river,  (north  side  of  Hunter's  Island,)  which  river 
tlj»  y  followed  west  to  Lac  La  Croix.  Thus  the 
Br.tiph  came  into  the  northern  branch  of  the  Pi- 
goon-river  routes,  and  followed  it  west  through 
the  wicked  Maligne  river,  because  they  had  no 
riuhi  to  go  to  the  southern  branch. 

Next,  I  refer  ip  the  eight  treaties  which  guaran- 
ty the  northern  of  i^c;ic  routes  as  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  isixty  ypap'  po^jsession 
which  we  have  had  of  that  boundary,    ^hg  tjrear  | 


ties  referred  to,  are— I,  that  of  the  preUrainaries 
of  peace,  signed  in  1782;  2,  that  of  ibe  peace  it 
heir,  signed  in  1783;  3,  Jay's  treaty  of  179^4  Mr 
King's,  of  1803;  (rejected  by  the  Senate;)  6  Mr 
Monroe's,  pf  1807,  (rejected  by  Mr.  JcffersonW 
the  Ghent  treaty  of  1814;  7,  the  coavemion  of  1818 
by  Messrs.' Rush  and  Gallatin;  8,  the  reoeval  of 
that  convention  in  1828.    All  these  treaties-some 
positively,  others  tacitly— -confirmed  ibe  Uoeirom 
Lak«  Superior  to  the  Ilake  of  the  Woods.   Wher- 
ever the  question  was  made,  the  attempt  lo  alter 
these  boundaries  was  instantly  repulsed.  The  ef- 
fort, especially  of  the  British  traders,  to  get  back  to 
the  portage  route,  and  to  have  the  free  and  common 
use  of  our  portages,  and  to  be  exempt  from  duties 
on  our  territory,  was  repulsed  in  every  instance 
except  one,  (Jay's  treaty;)  and  even  then,  so  re^ 
stricted  as  not  to  be  used  by  the  Bn'tish.   That 
these  eight  treaties  all  maintained  our  rights  west 
of  Lake  Superior,  and  that  they  have  all  been 
set  at  naught  by  the  Webster  treaty,  is  apparent 
from  their  terms  and  their  history;  and  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  ouote  those  terms,  and  to  show  that  his- 
tory, so  far  as  it  shall  be  necessary  to  establish  my 
position. 

1.  The  provisional  treaty  of  peace,  signed  at 
Paris,  November  30,  1782:  Messrs.  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  and  Henry  Lanrensl 
the  commissioaers  on  the  part  of  the  United  States! 
This  preliminary  treaty  thus  defines  the  boundary 
from  Lakei  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods: 

"Thence  through  Lake  Superior,  northward  of 
the  isles  Royale  and  Philippeaux,  to  the  Long  Lake; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  said  Long  Lake,  and 
the  water  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.'* 

These  are  the  words  of  the  preliminary  articles 
of  peace;  and  these  words  have  remained  unaltered 
from  the  vear  1782  to  the  year  1842,  when  they  were 
changed  by  the  Webster  treaty. 

2.  The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  Septembers, 
1783.  This  treaty  was  signed  by  Adatns,  Franklin, 
and  Jay^  and  in  all  that  related  to  the  boundary  be- 
tween Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
was  a  transcript,  word  for  word,  of  the  boundary 
described  in  the  preliminaries  of  1782. 

3.  Jay's  treaty  of  1794.  The  object  of  this  treaty, 
as  we  all  know,  was  to  settle  some  difficulties  which 
had  grown  up  in  the  construction,  or  in  the  execu- 
tion, of  the  treaty  of  1783.  Two  of  these  difficul- 
ties related  to  the  Korthwest:  1.  The  retention 
of  the  northwestern  pOFts  by  Great  Britain:  *2.  The 
impracticability  of  the  boundary  calls  between  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Mississippi.  The  Eng- 
lish retained  the  northwestern  posts  in  defiajice of 
the  treaty;  and  the  call  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
to  the  Mississippi,  being  for  a  line  due  west,  was 
impracticable,  becau<^  the  source  of  the  Mississippi 
was  south  (nearly)  from  that  lake.  The  po^^tswcre 
retained  for  the  sake  of  the  fur-traders,  and  lo  keep 
up  a  control  over  the  Indians:  the  call  for  the  Mis- 
sissippi (regardless  of  the  course)  was  adhered  to 
by  the  British,  for  the  purpose  of  iounding  upon  it 
a  claim  to  the  navigation  of  that  river.  Mr.  Jay 
went  to  London  to  adjust  (among  others)  these  two 
diflicullies;  and  the  adjustment  of  these  questions 
i)rought  out  all  the  pretensions,  in  relation  to  bound- 
aries and  Indian  trade,  which  the  British  then  »t 
up  ill  that  quarter.  We  will  see  what  these  pre- 
tensions were,  and  ho^  they  were  met  by  Mr.  Jay. 
Happily,  there  were  protocols  in  those  days;  and,  ai 
the  aistance  of  half  a  century,  we  can  trace  the 
origin  and  progress  oi  every  proposition,  rejected 
or  not,  which  then  engaged  the  attention  of  our 
negotiator.  A  point  with  the  British  negotiator 
(Lord  Grenville)  was,  to  obtain  the  admission  of 
goods,  duty  free,  from  Canadaj  through  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  Slates— a  point  which  was  in- 
stantly and  decisively  rejected  by  Mr.  Jay.  Under 
dnte  of  October  ^,  1794,  from  London,  he  ihos 
stales  the  proposal,  and  his  rejection  of  it: 

"It  was  proposed  that  goods  for  the  Indian  trade 
should  pass  from  Canada  lo  the  Indians  within  iJ»e 
United  Slates,  duty  free:  to  th.-s  I  could  noi  con- 
sent." 

Instead  of  acceding  to  this  proposition,  a  restrict- 
ed agreement  for  transportation  of  goods  over  the 
pi^riages  (where  ihey  were  on  the  bonDd3ry)w2s 
inseried  in  the  treaty,  so  little  agreeable  or awu- 
able  to  the  Northwest  Company,  thai  they  had  to 
abandon  the  portage  route  west  of  Lake  Supenor 
a^  scon  as  the  treaty  took  effect.  It  was  ariicie  J 
of  the  treaty,  and  in  these  words:  ^ 

"And  no  duties  shall  be  payable  on  any  good? 
which  shall  merely  be  carried  over  any  of  the  port* 
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ages  or  carrying-places  on  either  side,  for  the  par* 
po5e  of  being  immediately  reimharked  and  carried 
to  some  other  place  or  places.  But  as,  by  this  stip- 
ulation, it  is  only  meant  to  seenre  lo  each  party  a 
free  passage  across  the  portages  on  each  stde,  it  is 
agreed  that  this  exemption  from  dutr  shall  extend 
ooly  to  such  goods  as  are  carried  in  the  usual  and 
direct  road  across  the  portage,  and  are  not  attempt- 
ed to  be  in  any  manner  sold  or  exchanged  during 
iheir  passage  across  the  same;  and*  proper  regola- 
tioDs  may  be  established  to  prevent  the  possiDility 
of  afay  frauds  in  this  respect.*' 

This  was  the  extent  of  Mr.  Jay's  concession — too 
restricted  to  be  acceptable;  and  inapplicable,  be- 
sides, to  the  portage  route  west  of  Lalce  Superior, 
because  UuU  route  was  not  a  boundary!  The  article 
was  only  applicable  where  the  portages  were  on 
the  water  eommnnicdXions  which  toere  bottndaries. 
The  Northwest  Company  had  no  benefit  from  it 
on  the  portage  route  of  Figeon  river;  and,  there- 
fore, broke  up  soon  after,  and  removed  fifty  miles 
north  into  the  wilderness  route  of  the  Kamanihtiquia. 
There  they  have  wandered  ever-  since!  but  the 
VfTebsier  treaty,  by  making  the  portage  route  the 
l)oandary,  has  put  an  end  to  their  exile,  brought 
ihem  back  to  the  place  from  which  they  removed 
forty  years  ago,  and  made  the  portage  privileges 
inestimably  valuable  to  them.  They  will  return, 
under  this  treaty!  and  no  higher  evidence  could  be 
^ven  of  the  change  which  it  has  made  in  the 
boundary.  British  territory  will  now  be  contigu- 
yas  to  our  territory;  and  British  .stores,  maga- 
zines, and  warehouses  skirt  the  line  from  which 
hey  nave  so  long  been  removed. 

No  application  was  made  to  Mr.  Jay  to  alter 
he  boundary  from  the  outer  to  the  inner  line  of 
he  Pigeon-river  routes:  the  only  thing  which 
:onld  be  done  for  the  traders,  was  to  prolong  the 
ime  for  the  surrender  of  the  posts.  Tnis  was  ex- 
ended  two  years:  and  the  correspondence  shows 
bat  the  object  of  the  extension  was  to  enable  the 
iriiish  fur-traders  to  collect  their  debts,  and  pre- 
are  for  removal.  The  time  for  the  surrender  of 
le  posts  expired  in  1796;  the  companv,  unwilling 
)qoit  the  Grand  Portage  till  almost  driven  away, 
waited  the  threatened  approach  of  troops  from 
Sackinaw,  and  only  evacuated  iheir  poeition  in 
802 

4.  Mr.  Rufus  King's  treaty  of  1803.    This  was 
treaty  (though  rejected  by  the  Senate)  of  the 

lighest  importance,  as  testimony,  in  tne  case. 
The  settlement  of  the  boundary  in  the  Northwest, 
rom  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi, 
ras  one  ol  the  objects  of  Mr.  King's  negotiation. 
3e  was  consequently  employed  on  a  boundary 
[uestion,  and  a  boundary  west  of  Lake  Superior; 
ind  that,  at  the  identical  moment  that  the  Northwest 
Company  were  breaking  up  f^om  the  fine  position 
if  ine  Grand  Portage,  abandoning  the  portage 
oate,  and  going  50  miles  north  to  explora,  in  the 
rildemess,  a  new  route  incomparably  worse.  That 
ras  the  time  to  complain,  if  ever !  That  was  the 
ime  to  claim  the  portage  route  as  the  true  one ; 
•r  to  ask  for  an  alteration  from  the  northern  to  the 
OQihem  route!  They  did  no  such  thing— neither 
be  one  nor  the  other.  The  treaty  is  silent  on  the 
vhole  subject — the  correspondence  also!  So  that, 
D  this  critical  and  oppoi tune  moment,  the  sufiier- 
Dg  company  never  even  pretend  to  utter  a  com- 
•laint!  They  did  not  even  ask  for  the  use  of 
lortages  and  exemption  from  duties  ! 

5.  Mr.  Monroe's  treaty  of  1807.  This  is  almost 
s  important  as  that  of  Mr.  King.  It  was  soon 
iler  the  removal  of  the  company,  and  while  the 
Qjary  to  them,  if  any  had  been  done,  was  still 
resh  and  recent.  It  was  still  a  lavorable  time  for 
hem  10  complain,  if  wrong  had  been  done  them — 
f  duties  had  been  illegally  threatened,  or  a  right 
oundary  unwillingly  surrendered.  It  was  still  in 
ime  for  them  to  complain.  But  no;  not  a  word. 
The  treaty  and  the  protocols  are  wholly  silent  upon 
|iesubject;  and  this  silence  is  an  emphatic  declara- 
ion  that  the  Grand  Portage,  and  the  whole  portage 
cute  to  Rainy  Lake,  then  belonged  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  British  traders  were  justly  ex- 
ploded from  them. 

6.  The  Ghent  treaty  of  1814.  It  was  at  the  ne- 
gotiation of  this  treaty  that  the  British  first  sug- 
;ested  a  proposal  for  altering  the  boundary  between 
^ake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods^  The 
V.merican  ministers  heard  the  suggestion  with  in- 
:redulity,  and  supposed  it  to  be  a  mistake  2^^  that 
I  was  the  boundary  betwcemhe  Liikc  of  tlie  Woods 
Lftd  the  Mississippi  whlcli  was  intended;  but  tire 
Jrmsh  ministers  repeatpH  the;;  &yage;iti6n,'  coupled 


with  the  old  demand  for  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  new  one  for  an  alteration  of 
the  boundary  between  (Quebec  and  Halifax.  All 
these  demands  the  American  ministers  (Messrs. 
J.  Gt.  Adams,  J.  A.  Bayard,  H.  Clay,  Jonathan 
Russell,  and  Albert  Gallatin)  unanimously  and 
instantly  rejected.  The  protocols  and  correspond- 
ence show  these  proceedings  on  these  points: 

BRinSB  PBOPOBITIONS.        « 

"The  boundai^  line  west  of  I^ke  Superior,  and 
thence  to  the  MissisAippi,  to  be  revised;  and  the 
treaty-right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  to  be  continued.  When  asked 
whether  they  did  not  mean  the  line  from  the  Lake 
ofthe  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  the  British  com- 
mis'^ioners  repeated  that  they  meant  the  line  from 
Lake  Superior  to  that  river. 

"A  direct  communication  from  Halifax  and  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick  to  Gluebec,  to  be  se- 
cured to  Great  Britain.  In  answer  to  our  Question, 
In  what  manner  that  was  to  be  effected?  we  were 
told  that  it  must  be  done  by  a  cession  to  Great  Brit- 
ain of  that  portion  of  the  district  of  Maine,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  which  intervenes  between 
New  Brupswick  and  Gluebec,  and  prevents  that  di- 
rect communication. 

"There  will  then  remain  for  discussion  the  ar- 
rangemtfU  of  the  Northwestern  boundary  between 
Lake  Superior  and  the  Mississippi,  the  free  navi- 
gation or  that  river,  and  such  a  variation  of  the. 
line  of  frontier  as  may  secure  a  direct  communica- 
tion between  Gluebec  and  Halifax. 

AMERICAN  ANSWER. 

"The  undersigned  further  perceive  that,  under 
the  alleged  purpose  of  opening  a  direct  communica- 
tion between  two  of  the  British  provinces  in  Amer- 
ica, the  British  Government  require  a  cession  of 
territory  forming  a  part  of  one  of^the  States  of  the 
American  Union;  and  that  thev  propose,  without 
purpose  specificaily  alleged^  to  draw  the  boundary 
line  westward— not  from  the  Lake  ofthe  Woods,  as 
it  now  is,  but  from  Lake  Superior.  It  must  be  per- 
fectly immaterial  to  the  United  States  whether  the 
object  of  the  British  Government,  in  demanding 
the  dismemberment  ofthe  United  States,  is  to  acquire 
territory  as  such,  or  for  purposes  less  liable,  in  the 
eyes  ofthe  world,  to  be  ascribed  lo  the  desire  of  ag- 
grandizement. Whatever  the  motive  may  be,  and 
with  whatever  consistency  views  of  conquest  may 
be  disclaimed,  while  demanding  for  herself  or  the 
Indians  a  cession  of  territory  more  extensive  than 
the  whole  island  of  Great  Britain,  the  dulM  marked 
out  for  the  undersigned  is  the  same.    They  have 

I  no  authority  to  ctf</tf  any  part  ofthe  territory  of  the 
United  States;  and  to  no  stipulation  to  that  effect  wilt 
they  subscribe." 

These  were  the  British  demands,  and  the  Ameri- 
can anrwers,  at  Ghent !  and  mark  them  well.  The 
British  propositions  are  put  forth  as  matters  of  fa- 
vor, and  not  of  right;  and  the  gentlest  language  is 

I  used  to  veil  their  pretensions.  A  revision  of  the 
line  from  Lake  Superior— a  variation  of  the  line 
between  Gluebec  and  Halifax — a  cession  of  territo- 
ry for  the  beneJU  of  Great  Britain  in  the  North- 
eabt,  or  of  her  Indian  allies  in  the  Noithwest. 
This  is  the  form  of  her-request.  No  error  in  either 
existing  line  suggested !  No  ri^hl  pretended !  Fa- 
vors only  requested  for  hersell  and  her  Indians! 
and  these  favorsinstantly  rejected  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  five  American  commissioners.  Who 
would  have  believed,  at  that  time,  that  what  was 
then  asked  as  favors,  should  afterwards  be  demand- 
ed as  rights'?  and  what  was  then  rejected  by  five 
American  commissionfrs,  should,  forty  years  af- 
terwards, be  granted  by  one  Secretary-negotiator? 
The  Ghent  commissioners  refused  eiilier  lo  revise 
the  boundary  beyond  Lnke  Superior,  or  to  r/iry  the 
line  between  Gluebec  and  Halifax:  and  they  retused 
both  for  the  same  reason— that  they  could  not  dis- 
member the  United  Stales,  or  cede  away  any  part 
of  its  territory ! 

The  time  of  these  requests  deserves  lo  be  marked: 
it  shows  the  spirit  in  which  they  ori>*inaled,  and 
that  boih  were — what  our  Secretary-negotiator  prop- 
erly characterized  oile  of  them  tobe— the progejiy  oj 
the  late  war!  The  war  had  shown  the  value  of  a 
direct  communication  through  Maine  from  Halifax 
to  Gluebec;  and,  therefore,  they  asked  for  a  ?ra;3Lt  of 
that  direct  communication,  to  facilitate.  ;I,.&if  bpeiiK 
tions  against  us  in  future  war^,  ^ii^he  same  war 
had  also  shown  ih<*  power 'afjd  elf.tlepcy  of  the 
Northwest  Company  iri  dff  ^(^tir  g  the  Indians  against 
W$^  and^  iheVelVire,  they  sought  to  increase  the  ad 
.vantages  of  this  company  in  the  great  seat  of  theii 
empire  west  of  Lak^  Superior,  in  order  19  ipake 


them  still  more  efficient  and  still  more  powerful 
against  us  in  future  wars.  This  was  the  origin  of 
the  two  requests  at  Ghent:  and  the  five  American 
commissioners  then  there,  having  American  heartv 
in  their  bosoms,  instantly  and  utterly  rejected  both 
propositions,  and  in  the  sami  words.  They  de- 
clared that  they  would  subscribe  to  no  such  propo- 
sitions: and  there  ended  the  aUempt  either  to  revise 
the  Lake  Superior  line,  or  to  vary  the  Maine  bound- 
ary at  Ghent. 

Instead  of  revision  or  variation— instead  of  ces- 
sion or  dismemberment— articles  were  agreed  upon 
for  running  and  marking  the  true  boundary,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783. 
Messrs.  Adams,  Clay,  Bayard,  Russell,  and  Galla- 
tin, with  true  American  feeling,  adhered  to  the 
sacred  revolutionary  boundaries  traced  by  the  ven- 
erable hands  of  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Jay. 
They  adhered  to  these  boundaries,  and  adopted 
measures  to  ascertain  and  perpetuate  them.  Leav- 
ing out  all  that  relates  to  Maine,  I  quote  the  article 
(the  7ih  ofthe  treaty)  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what  they  did  in  relation  to  the  IJBke  Superior 
boundary,  now  the  subject  of  controversy  before  the 
Senate.'   It  is  in  these  words: 

"It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  said  two  lastmen- 
ioned  commissioners,  after  they  shall  have  ex- 
ecuted the  duties  assigned  to  them  in  the  preceding 
article,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized, 
upon  their  oaths,  impartially  to  fix  and  determine, 
according  to  tke  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  that  part  of  the  boundary,  between  the 
dominions  ofthe  two  powers,  which  extends  from 
the  water  communication  betweeif  Lake  Huron  and 
Lake  Superior  to  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  decide  to  ichick  of  the 
two  parties  the  several  inlands  lying  in  tke  lakes, 
water  commMincationSf  and  rivers,  forming  tke 
said  boundary,  do  respectively  belong,  'in  conform- 
iiy  wUk  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace 
0/ 1783;  and  to  cause  such  parts  of  the  said  bound- 
ary as  required  it  to  be  surveyed  and  marked,'*  (with 
reference  to  a  friendly  sovereign  in  case  of  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Maine  bound- 
ary.) 

This  was  the  end  of  the  attempt  to  revise  the 
Lake-Superior  boundary  at  Ghent.  The  Ameri- 
can commissioners  unanimously  refused  the  revis- 
ion; and  the  British  commissioners  aereed  to  an 
article  to  have  the  treaty  of  '83  carried  into  efi6cl 
according  to  its  true  intent.  For  this  purpose, 
commissioners,  under  oath,  were  to  examine  the  lo- 
calities, set  apan  the  islands  in  the  water  commu- 
nications to  tne  parties  to  which  they  belonged, 
and  to  mark  the  boundary  where  necessary.  The 
7th  article  of  the  treaty  contained  this  agreement: 
and  under  it.Gkn.  Poner,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  Mr.  Barclay,  on  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, were  appointed  commissioners.  They  were 
employed  on  this  part  of  the  Hne^at  different  pe- 
riods, from  the  year  1824  te  1837;  and  now  the 
whole  secret  came  out,  whibh  had  been  concealed 
from  our  commissioners  at  Ghent  When  ask  ine 
for  a  revision  of  the  Lake-Superior  and  Lake-ot- 
the- Woods  boundary,  the  British  commissioners 
kept  their  fur-traders  out  of  view,^an4  put  forward 
the  Indians  as  the  people  for  whose  benefit  an  al- 
teration of  the  line  was  wanted.  No  sooner  has 
the  board  met,  under  the  Ghent  treaty,  to  act  upon 
this  part  of  the  line,  than  the  Indians  are  dropped! 
—the  true  parties,  and  the  true  object,  appear! — 
and  this  true  party  is  the  Northwest  Fur  Company; 
and  the  true  object  is  the  return  of  this  company 
from  the  wilderness  of  the  Kamanistiquia  to  the. 
Grand-Portage  route  within  the  United  Sti^re*?, 
and  to  be  exempt  from  duties  when  so  ret*amed! 

It  was  now  that  propositions  for  alt^^-ring  the 
boundary  were  made  by  McGillivr-^y^  the  head 
of  the  fur  traders— now,  that  he  pleaded  for  the 
southern-portage  route — now^  Vt^al  he  begged  in 
vain  for  the  iaentical  boua^^uy  which  the  Web- 
ster treaty  has  granted  \  and  it  was  at  that  time 
th9t  all  the  affiday^^s  vere  taken  to  show  that  the 

Konage  route  i^as  the  old  roule-^hat  the  British 
ad  prac\i4fii  il  l^ibre  they  went  to  the  Kaman* 
isttQiua:  and  it  was  now  that  the  absurd  preten- 
I  slon;  to  the   St.  lionis  river  as  a  boundary  was 
I  brought  forw9^rd,  in  order  to  be  surrendered  as  a 
compromise  for  th^t  sottthem  portage  route  which 
commfiAded  aH  th^ir  affections,    it  was  at  that 
lime,  in   ^cr,  th»t  the  atievapt  was  nade  to  sub- 
stituie  ihe  oki  trading  route  knt  the  water  com- 
municat^oB^^he  very  at««ttpt  which  the  Senatot 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  CiUATfi]  is  now  raft. 
'  kii^,  a^d  ^r  ^hiQh  ne  is  t»ing  their  afiidavits  i 
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The  reports  of  the  oommissioners  to  their  respec- 
tive Grovemments  prove  all  this,  and  show  that 
General  Porter  was  as  decisive  ii  refusing,  as  the 
traders  were  pertinacioas  in  demanding,  the  altera- 
tion of  the  booidary,  and  t,  return  of  the  Fur  Com- 
pany to  the  trading  route  which  they  had  lost  by 
the  treaty  of  1783,  enforced  by  the  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay. 
Document  No.  461,  of  the  executive  papers  of  1637- 
38,  proves  all  this,  aUd  shows  that  the  British  fur- 
traders  were  the  real  party  which  appeared  before 
the  commissioners  under  the  7th  article  of  the 
Ghent  tieatv;  that  to  get  back  to  the  Grand  Port- 
age, and  to  be  exempt  from  duties,  was  their  open 
object;  and  that,  to  effect  this,  they  used  all  the  ar- 
guments there,  which  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Cboate]  ^  has  here  repeated;  and  without 
effect  then,  whatever  influence  they  may  have  now. 
Mr.  William  McGillivray,  the  head  of  the  com- 
oany,  was  tlie  principal  organ  of  these  traders;  and 
had  candor  enough  to  ^ow,  from  the  beginning, 
that  the  pretension  to  the  St.  Louis  river  as  a  bonno- 
ary  was  a  mere  mancBUvre  to  get  a  compromise 
for  the  portage  route,  exemption  from  duties,  and  the 
free  and  common  use  of  all  our  portages.  Hear 
him  in  his  leuers  and  affidavits  before  the  Ghent 
commissioners:  I  quote  from  his  letter  of  Sept.  4, 
1834,  to  Mr.  Hale,  the  British  agent  before  the 
Ghent  commissioners: 

**The  funreys  made  of  the  Lake  Superior  la«t  tumnier,  and 
the  preriooe  ezmmioation  of  (ts  ooest  by  Mr.  Thompeon  and 
oiberi,  abofv  auffldently  that  no  iolet  (to  deaerre  tlw  Dame)  to 
to  tM  found  OD  ita  northero  ahore.  Oppoaita  to  the  weat  and  of 
wie  Royale  (or  tola  Ninong,  aa  it  to  generally  called)  ia  a  amall 
inlet,  or  bay,  into  which  falta  the  Riviert  atts  Tourtret 
[Piliaon.of  DiTa  river,]  whteh  to  navigable  for  about  half  a 
mile,  when  TOO  coma  to  tha  raplda.  About  nine  or  ten  milaa 
weatward  oi  ihto  river  to  the  Cfrand  Portage,  a  carrying-place 
near  three  leagues  in  length:  at  the  north  end  of  which  you 
again  find  the  RJvtora  aux  Tounrea;  thia  river,  or,  rather,  a 
chain  of  partagea  and  rapida,  to  followed  up  to  ita  aourca— per- 
hapa  li  all  forty  milo*— whan  vou  coma  lo  tha  height  of  land 
dividing  the  watera  which  fall  Into  Lake  Buperior  from  tboae 
falling  ultimately  into  HudaoQ*a  Bafi  througn  the  I^ke  of  the 
Woodi  and  Lake  Wkmipae.  At  fin*,  theaa  watera  are  ao 
trifling  and  ahallow  aa  not  to  have  aufficiaot  depth  or  width  to 
paai  a  canoe  of  twenty-five  fral  with  any  loading;  it.  however, 
aooii  increaaea  bv  the  addition  of  aevarai  other  amafl  atreama, 
and  forma,  by  tbe  time  It  fatto  in  Lac  La  Plule,  a  river  of  con- 
aiderable  magnhode;  but  tha  route  of  Um  vcyageur  from  tbe 
height  of  land  to  impe<led  by  many  carrying-piacea  and  rapida^ 
which  connect  ihe  little  lakaa  into  which  ii  frequently  widena 
ita  rooraa.  Theaa  lakea  art,  io  aucceaaion,  (goine  into  the 
interior,)  let,  SatiMoniga;  2d.  Lae  du  Boia  Blanc;  3d, 
Lac  Oroche;  4(h,  Lae£a  Crois;  and  Stli,  Namecan  Lake; 
then  LaelM  Pluie.  But  theaa  lakea  are  very  distant  from 
each  other,  though  connected  by  rapida  and  carrying  places, 
except  the  two  laat  mentioned,  which  are  only  aeparatcd  by  one 
carry ing-ptoca  of  no  groat  length.  How  ihto  route  between 
Lake  Superior  and  Lac  La  PTuia  could  ever  be  called  the 
Long  Lake,  I  cannot  conceive;  for  It  to  made  up  of  shallow  and 
narrow  email  riveraand  rapida  without  number,  and  thirty-eix 
carrying-pta€e»,  together  with  tha  lakea  above  mantioDad,  with 
many  othera  not  wortbyof  aoanM. 

^^Qy  tbto  route,  and  thU  route  onl^ftweM  the  trade  to  the 
northwest  country  carried  on  by  the  French  while  in  nossea- 
sion  of  Canada,  and  from  the  conqueet  until  the  year  i8C3  by 
ti\e  EngliehtnAen;  when  the  diffleuUiea  and  expenae  attend- 
ing the  iranrportatioD  of  gaoda  from  Lake  Superior,  by  way  of 
the  Grand  Portage,  to  Lac  La  Pluie,  liecame  eo  grrst  that  the 
North w&st  Company  removed  the  general  depot  to  Kamanis- 
tiquia,  since  called  fVt  WilUam^  aiaiioned  about  fifty  miiea 
eastward  of  the  Grand  Portage.  The  whole  length  of  the  carry- 
ing-places  from  Lake  Superior  to  Lac  La  Pluie,  by  thia  route, 
(portage,)  ia  tweaiy-aaven  milaa;  which  to  lesa,  by  five  or  six, 
than  tha  other,  (Karaanisdquto.)*' 

*  •  •  •  • 

"Tf  the  route  by  tha  river  St.  Louto,  or  Fond  du  Lac,  could  be 
eetabliahed  a»  the  htmndaty,  it  wtould  be  raining  a  great 
extent  of  eeuntry.  Tha  dtoiance  computed  firom  the  Grand 
Portage  lo  f\m4  At  Lac  to  eighty  leaffuea.  Snch  an  arrange- 
ment^ however f  eannat  behopea/or;  alihough  it  may  be  ataied 
aa  one  of  the  routca  coonactmg  Lake  Superior  to  the  Like  of 
the  Wooda.  To  tha  new  route  from  Fort  William  they  (the 
Americans)  have  do  pmanaioaa  whatever,  aa  it  waa  never  prac- 
t'rued  by  the  French,  nor  by  the  Engliah  tradera  until  1903;  and 
one  reaaon  for  tha  Northweat  Company's  abandoning  the  Grand 
Portage  at  tha  time,  (which  waa  done  at  agreat  aacriflce,)  was 
a  fear  that  the  collector  of  the  cuatoma  at  M ichilimackinac 
would  send  officers  to  laiaa  duties  en  our  gooda.  Thto  had  been 
threatened,  amt  /  have  no  doubt  would  hart:  been  attempted 
had  toe  remained  much  longer  at  the  Orand  Portage .  An  to 
wheih*"!  the  Riviere  aux  TViurfraa,*  already  mentioned,  from 
its  ilcboucheinio  the  lake,  or  the  road  in  tha  Grand  Portage 
until  it  strikes  the  said  river,  (which  toreally  tbe  ancient  roum, 
as  the  river  to  thia  point  to  altogether  impracticable,)  is  per- 
haps  the  only  qoeaiioo;  and  theepace  of  country  to  be  gain- 
ed or  lost  by  either  party  i§  of  little  or  no  conoe^ence,  aa  it 
ia  a  mountainous,  aterU  tract;  but,  by  making  the  river  the 
boundary  from  the  lake,  there  iano  meana  of  getting  to  the 
norih  end  of  the  Orand  Portage,  (the  point  oi  embsrcstion 
for  canoea;)  it  would,  tharefore,  be  emeludinfi  Britiahauhj^cta 
from  going  into  the  interior  by  that  route;  teharena,  by  ma- 
hint  u  througfi  the  Grand  Portage  to  the  aame  point  of 
evtSarcafion,  tt  leavea  the  road  open  to  both  parliea.  This 
route  is  now  but  little  ptaetiaed,  aa  moat  of  the  canoea  going 
in  paas  by  the  Fort  Wilifain  lonta." 

Such  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  McGillivray,  and  it 
covers  every  point  in  the  caae.  It  preaents  every 
demand  made  of  General  Porter,  and  refused  by 

■  ■  , 

•^•igeon  river. 


him,  and  now  granted  by  the  Webster  treaty,  and 
defended  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts;  and 
it  presents  every  argument  in  favor  of  these  de- 
mands which  the  Senator  from  Massachtisetts  [Mr. 
Choate]  now  presents  to  the  Senate. 

The  British  commissioner,  Mr.  Barclay,  became 
the  strenuous  advocate  of  the  traders;  entering  with 
zeal  into  their  scheme  of  establishing  the  old  tra- 
ding route  on  the  portage  line  as  the  boimdary  uf 
the  United  States,  tor  the  purpose  of  getting  them 
back  to  (hat  route.  Followmg  the  lead  of  McGilli- 
vray, he  offered  his  first  proposition  of  compromise 
in  these  terms. 

"The  British  commiarioner,  on  the  other  hand,  oflercd  to 
abandon  the  river  St.  Louia,  on  condition  that  hie  colleague 
(General  Porter]  would  agree  to  accept  the  Orand  Portage 
route,  commencing  on  Lake  Superior,  about  aix  milea  to  the 
aoDihweat  of  the  mouih  of  the  Pigeon  livrr;  thence,  up  that 
river,  and  follawinc  the  portage  route,  alternately  by  land 
and  water,  to  Lac  La  Pluie,  aadeacribed  on  the  journal." 

General  Porter  objected  to  the  portage  route,  and 

adhered  to  the  water  comroonicaiion  of  Pigeon 

river  in  these  words: 

^The  American  eommiaeioner  propoaed  to  relinquish  the 
Kamaniatiauia  route,  provided  that  Die  colleague  would  con< 
aant  to  run  lAe  Itneflroro  the  mouth  of  the  Pigeon  river,  Riviera 
auz  Tounrea,  up  the  middle  of  that  river,  and  thence,  through 
the  moat  continuoua  water  eommunicationf  to  Lac  La  Plule, 
aa  deacribed  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Barclay  insisted  for  the  portage  route,  as  tbe 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  now  does;  and  General 
Porter  shows  that,  in  this,  he  was  enforcing  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  McGillivray.  He  says  of  Mr. 
Barclay's  proposition: 

"'malaat  ia  the  route  aaaumedby  Mr.  McGillivray;  and 
it  appeara  from  htolattara,  that  the  only  question  in  h to  mind 
aa  to  the  courae  of  the  l>onndary  Intended  by  the  treaty  waa, 
whether  it  ahauld  foflow  thia  route,  or  take  the  water  route 
propoaed  (by  way  of  compromise)  by  the  undersigned,  com- 
mencing in  and  proceeding  up  Pigeon  river.  &c. ;  and  that  he 
has  been  induced  to  adopt  the  former,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  ar com modateeacAoar/y  with  a  convenient  thorough* 
fare  for  their  trade  to  the  Northwest." 

This  is  General  Porter's  remark  upon  it;  and  it 
shows  that  Mr.  Barclay's  proposition  was  Mr.  Mc- 
Gillivray's,  and  that  the  question  was  between  the 
WATER  COMMUNICATION  Called  for  in  the  treaty  of 
'78  and  the  portage  tradino  route,  practised  before 
that  treaty,  and  afterwards  until  Jay^s  treaty.  Gen. 
Porter  adhered  to  the  water  cobamunication,  as  his 
oath  and  his  doty  required  him  to  do;  and  thus  ex- 
presses both  his  determination  and  his  reason  for  it 
m  his  report  to  his  Government.    He  says: 

'^Although  the  diflerence  between  jhe  two  commisaionera 
was  by  the  above  propositions  greatly  narroared,  and,  indeed, 
rendered  of  little  conarqiience  in  point  of  territorial  extent 
and  value;  yet  the  underaiened,  conaidering  tha  obligation 
impoaad  by  the  treaty  to  follow  a  water  communication, 
where  one  could  be  found,  aa  imperative,  did  not  feel  himael/ 
at  liberty  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of  his  colleague." 

Such*  was  ihe  answer  of  General  Porter,  and 
no  stronger  or  higher  evidence  could  be  given  of 
the  truth  of.  the  boundary,  as  established  by  tbe^ 
treaty  of  1*783,  in  the  water  communication,  and 
not  in  the  trading  route.  He  was  under  oath — on 
the  spot— had  access  to  all  testimony — and  adhered 
lo  the  water  line  as  the  new  boundary.  That  line 
had  but  one  interruption;  and  that  at  the  Height  of 
Land,  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-nine  paces,  as 
shown  by  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie:«  the  othen 
has  ihlny-six  portages,  and  twenty  seven  miles  of 
land  carriage,  as  just  shown  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
McGillivray.  Foiled  in  this  proposition  to  begin 
the  line  at  the  Grand  Portage,  anc  go  over  land  to 
the  trading  route,  the  British  commissioner  then 
proposes  another— namely,  to  begin  in  the  mouth  of. 
Pigeon  river,  follow  it  to  the  separation  of  the 
streams  at  Arrow  river;  then  follow  the  southern 
portage  route,  aryi  make  aU  the  parties  free  and 
common  to  the  use  of  both  parties.  This  was  his 
last  proposition,  afia  is  thus  slated,  and  thus  re- 
fused  by  General  Porter: 

'"From  hence  the  rouise  is  on  the  lake  of  the  same  name, 
west -southwest  three  miles  to  the  Height  of  Land  (Hauieur  de 
Terre,  of  the  French.)  where  the  watera  of  Dove  or  Pigeon 
liver  (Riviere  nux  Touiires,  of  the  French,)  terminate,  and 
which  is  one  of  the  sources  of  ihe  f^i  eat  8( .  {.awrence  in  iliis  di- 
rection. Having  carried  the  canoe  and  lading  over  ir,  aix  Aim- 
drtd  and  aeventy-nine  paeea,  they  embark  on  the  lake  of 
Hauteur  de  Terre,  which  iain  the  ahape  of  a  horseshoe.  It  i« 
entered  r  ear  the  curve,  andleA  at  the  extreiniiv  ofthe  western 
limb,  through  a  very  shallow  channel  where  the  canoe  pasees, 
half  loaded,  for  thirty  pacea,  with  the  current,  which  trade 
ihrough  the  aucceedmg  lakea  and  rivers,  and  disembreuea  by 
t'le  river  Nelson  into  Hudson's  B&y ."—McKtnzie' a IJiatory  of 
ih"  Fttr  trade,  London  quarto  of  1601,  d.  51.  Geographers 
have  done  injoatice  to  the  works  of  nature  in  this  quaner,  in  not 
presenting,  aa  one  river,  the  great  stream  which  rtees  within 
sixbundreil  and  scveniy-nine  paces  ofthe  head  ofthe  Sl  Law* 
rencc,  and  makea  lis  way  through  many  »mall,  and  aome  large 
lakea,  into  Hudson'a  Bay.  Even  before  it  reaches  the  Lake  of 
Ihe  Wooda,  thia  river  ia  at  large  aa  tha  Hudson,  with  fertile  an 
walHimbared  banka. 
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.  **To  a  anbaequent  modified  propoaitioo  of  ih«  BtitiBheihi- 
miaaioner,  to  take  a  teoler  lioa  CMttmenehig  in  tlteaioii^ 
Pigeon  river,  and  thanca  proceeding  to  Rainy  Lake,  mcoibm. 
nied  by  aatipulation  that  the  Grand  Portage  route  tkauJZ 
made  free  mnd  common  to  the  uat  of  both  pariiee,  ha  iho  iZ 
t  lo  bo  hia  dutv  to  object,  on  the  ground diat  saoha  MinoiT 
tion  would  invMva  the  estreife  ojpowera  fkot  eoN^  to W 
by  hia  eommiaaion." 

This  ia  the  account  given  of  these  propt&itioQs 
and  of  their  fate,  by  General  Porter.  The  British 
commissioner  (Mr.  Barclay)  gives  ibe  same  ic- 
coimt  in  his  report  to  his  own  Government;  with 
the  important  additional  particular,  that  Qenenl 
Porter's  refusals  were  in  conformity  to  tbe  advice 
which  he  had  received  from  his  own  Govemmeotl 
Hear  him: 

*'  'And  aa  to  the  propoaition  of  Mr.  Porter,  to  condictihetiM 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  rirer;  tbeDcs, 
through  the  middle  oi'said  river,  proceeding  u>  Liks  Li  Ploi 
by  the  moat  direct  and  continuoua  water  eommanicatiUL  Mr 
Barclay  coiiaented  to  adopt  a  route  from  Lake  Saperior,  krii« 
Grand  Portage,  to  Pigeon  river;  and  ihenoe,  by  ibt  noa  euw 
and  direct  route,  to  Lac  La  Ptuie,  ttrovided  the  America 
commiaaioner  would  conaent  that  the  bouMdary  ekould  In 
conducted  from  water  to  water,  over  land,  tknueh  tkt  vdi- 
die  qf  the  old  and  aceuatomed  portagea,  in  tiioK  pUc« 
where->from  lalla,  rapida,  ahailowa,  or  any  other  obaniaioii~ 
the  navigation  and  accesa  into  tha  interior  by  water  are  reitdmd 
impracticable.  Such  a  route,  whh  all  the  portacei,  ia  here  dc. 
acribed  by  Mr.  Barclay,  for  greater  certainty;'  the  panleahii 
of  which  route  will  baaean  in  tha  sacaon  last  relencdto. 

**The  comroissinner  of  the  United  ^te«  havirgdecUsedM. 
ceptlng  the  modification  of  hta  propoaal  for  a  comprtmitt,  ii 
above  aet  forth,  the  onderaigned  ahortly  after  made  aooibir 
pro)ioaiuon  to  him,  to  tha  following  effect:  That,  for  the  pw> 
poae  of  effecting  a  compromise— an  object  ao  denrable  lo  bodi 
parties— the  undersigned  would  conaent  lo  reiiaquiih  the  pro- 
posed establishment'of  the  boundary  throueh  and  over  ibe  mid- 
dle ofthe  portagea,  and  to  fix  it  aa  a  water  Tine  in  the  cooiw  of 
the  water  comrouoicatioDa  deacribed  for  that  purpon  by  the  an- 
dersigned,  provided  be  (the  American  commiinoaei)  vovid 
unite  in  declarinir  the  portagea  fiommon  and  fret  lo  tkt  law- 
fuluaeofboth  nationa;  tha  nnderaignedalwaya  alleging thu  hi 
deeir.ed  it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  commisBumen  lo  prewn* 
the  communication  open. 

**Thia  propoeition,  alao,  waa  lately  declined  by  the  em- 
nUaeionerofthe  United  Statee,  by  the  adriee  {aa  Aeitaittf) 
of  hia  Government." 

Thus  the  American  and  the  British  commiasionen 
are  accordant  in  their  account  of  this  whole afiair. 
They  show  that  the  British  fur-traders  were  the 
real  parties  to  this  question  of  boundary— that  a 
compromise  of  this  line  was  their  policy— that  the 
portage  line,  and  the  free  and  common  use  of 
tbe  portages,  was  their  object— and  that  alt  tbisvas 
declined  by  General  Portef,  because  contrary  to 
the  treaty  of  1783,  and  because  he  was  so  advised  to 
decline  it  hy  his  own  Government.  That  Gorern- 
ment  (or  rather  the  administration  of  it)  was  then 
in  the  nands  of  gentlemen  who  had  acted  on  (Lis 
subject  at  the  Ghent  negotiations.  Mr.  John  CtoiDCf 
Adams  was  President;  Mr.  Clay  was  Secretary" of 
Slate;  and  their  advice  to  General  Porter  wa^ln 
exact  conformity  to  their  answer  to  the  British 
commissionersat  Ghent  in  1814— namely,  aftrmp' 
tory  refusal  to  revise  this  linejor  any  ebjcctickaU^l 

And  now,  is  anything  further  wanting  lo  show 
that  this  whole  question,  so  tardily  got  up  after  the 
late  war^this  whole  qaesiion  about  the  booodary 
wcFl  of  Lake  Superior — was  a  conception  of  ihj 
British  fur-traders,  got  up  for  their  own  interest, 
and  to  redeem  them  from  the  wilderness  of  the 
Kamanistiquia,  and   to  restore  them  to  the  Qvand 
Portage,  and  the  whole  portage  route,  from  whic" 
they  removed  in  the  year  180*2,  because  that  rem 
was  on  the  territory  ot  the  United  Statesi   Is  tl>ei 
anything  more  wanting  to  prove  thisi    If  there  b 
here  it  is!    The  express  declaration  of  Mr.  Ba 
clay  in  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  his  report  i 
his  Government.    In  that  report  he  says: 

i::^"Il  is  nfact,  familiar  to  everypereonwhoM 
investigated  this  point,  or  who  is  conversant  wrt 
the  interests  concerned  in  it,  that  the  traders  «i 
extremely  desirous  of  returning  from  the  Kamani* 
liquia  route  to  the  more  southern  routes;  and  that  ihe 
are  resolved  to  do  so,  if  the  boundary  be  establishe 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  authorize  them." 

This  brings  me  to  the  end  of  the  proceedug 
under  the  Ghent  treaty,  and  to  the  end  of  the  axt 
treaty,  which  consecrated  our  title  lo  the  boundar 
of  1783  between  Lake  Saperior  and  the  Uwc 
the  Woods.  But  two  other  treaties  remain  to  l> 
noticed:  and  the  notice  of  ihem  shall  be  brief;  to 
they  are  silent  upon  this  boundary;  and  this  is 
case  in  which  silence  is  as  expressive  as  word 
They  are:  ^  . 

7. 'The  convention  of  1818,  in  regard  to  the  boor 
dary  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Wood 
and  for  the  joint  occupation  ofthe  Columbia.  iOi^ 
convention  is  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  boondu 
on  this  side  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  and  tlr 
proves  that  the  question  was  then  at  rest. 

8.  The.  continuation  of  that  ccmyeniion  in  iw 
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Q  which  the  same  silence  is  observed,  and  the  same 
nferencc  is  to  be  drawn. 

Thus,  eight  treaties,  and  sixty  years'  possession, 
«)nsecrated  our  boundary  in  this  quarter:  yet  the 
reaty  of  1^2  disregarded  these  eight  treaties,  this 
ixty  years'  possession,  and  the  uniform  and  unani- 
Dous  voice  of  all  negotiators,  and  of  all  adminis- 
rations;  and  delivered  up  this  important  boundary 
0  the  powerful  British  fur  traders,  now  more  pow- 
rlnl  than  ever,  whose  dominion  extends  from 
tcean  to  ocean |  and  from  the  lakes  to  Hudson's 
}ayl  who>e  strength  is  now  united  under  a  single 
barter— that  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company;  who 
mploy  many  thousand  men,  control  innumerable 
ndians,  and  whose  forts,  formed  into  regular 
hains,  cover  all  the  country  west  and  north  from 
jOiliie  Superior  to  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  and  to 
be  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay.  The  treaty  of  1842 
estores  these  powerful  and  now  united  traders  to 
beir  former  headquarters— the  seal  oi  their  an- 
ient empire  at  the  Qrand  Portage— and  to  the  great 
rading  route,  which  tha  treaty  of  1783  gaVe  to  the 
Jnited  States.  The  treaty  of  1842  does  all  this: 
nd  now  some  notice  of  this  treaty  is  to  be 
ftiten;  and  from  this  notice  it  will  be  seen  that  our 
lecretary-negotiator,  in  the  Northwest  as  in  the 
Northeast,  became  the  advocate  of  the  British; 
cted  as  the  agent  or  solicitor  of  Lord  Ashburton, 
a  seeking  testimony  against  his  own  country;  and 
epreciated  the  value  of  our  territory,  as  well  as 
be  importance  of  our  boundaries,  for  the  sake  of 
avingan  excuse  to  give  them  away  I  The  cor- 
espondence,  meagre  as  it  is,  and  destitute  of  pro- 
)cols,  still  proves  this;  and  to  this  proof  we  will 
ow  have  recourse. 

On  the  16th  day  of  July,  1842,  Lord  Ashburton, 

a  his  letter  of  that  date,  m  arriving  at  the  boun- 

ary  west  of  Lake  Superior,  and  reciting  the  dif- 

srenccs  between  the  British  and  American  com- 

lissioners  in  relation  to  that  boundary,  proceeds 

)  say  to  Mr.  Webster: 

"In  considering  the  second  point,  il  really  appetn  of  little 
sportance  to  either  party  how  Uie  line  be  determined  through* 
ie  wild  country  between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Lake  of  the 
foodt,  but  it  it  important  that  tome  lint  thouUL  bt  Jixtd 
ndknovsn,"  ' 

"The  American  comnritsBfoner  aeiced  for  the  line  from  Like 
Dpenorup  the  river  Kantanietiquia  to  the  lake  called  Dog 
ike,  which  he  vuppoeed  to  be  the  eame  aa  that  called  Loiig 
ikft  in  the  treatiea;  thence  through  Sturgeon  Lake  to  the 
ir  la  Pluie.  to  that  point  where  the  ti^  lin«8  aaaumed  by  the 
>innii*«ionera  again  meet." 

**The  Britirii  comminioner,  on  the  other  hand,  contended  for 
line  from  the  ooutbweeiern  extreuaity,  at  a  point  called  La 
ond  du  Lac,  to  ihe  middle  of  ihe  mouth  of  the  entuanr.or 
ke  of  SL  Louis  river;  thence  np  ihai  river,  through  Vermillion 
Ter,  to  Lac  la  Pluie." 

**IwouldpT0p09e  that  the  lint  be  taken  from  a  point  abotU 
Is  miUt  touth  of  Pigeottriver^  where  the  Orand,  Portage 
mimeneet  on  tfie  lake^  and  contintttd  along  the  line  oftaid 
ntage,  alternately  by  land  and  ttater^  to  Lac  la  Pluie; 
vt  exit  ting  route  by  band  and  by  ttMer  remaining  com' 
ionttbothpartiet." 

To  this  intimation  from  Lord  Ashburton,  that 
ime  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  L^ke  of  the 
T^oods  should  be  fixed  and  known,  it  would  have 
een  sufficient  for  Mr.  Webster  to  nave  answered, 
lat  such  a  line  was  fixed  and  known! — had  been 
3r  sixty  years!— and,  for  forty  years  of  that  time, 
ad  been  conformed  to  by  the  British  themselves! 
Ind  to  his  proposition  to  take  the  portage  route  of 
*igeon  river  for  this  boundary,  it  would  have  been 
omcient  for  him  to  have  answered,  that  the  North- 
rest  Company  retired  from  that  route  under  Jay's 
eaty;  were  still  fiflv  miles  beyond  it;  and  that  all 
dmmistrations,  and  particularly  Mr.  Adams's  in 
827,  had  refused  to  alter  the  water  boundary^nd 
ermit  them  to  return  to  the  trading  route.  This 
^ouldhave  been  sufficient,  one  would  think.  But  not 
0,  thought  Mr.  Webster.  The  first  thing  we  see  of 
im  is  a  correspondence  with  Messrs.  Delafield 
Qd  Ferguson,  (one  of  whom  had  been  the  agent, 
nd  the  other  the  astronomer  and  surveyor,  on  the 
art  of  ihe  United  States,  under  the  7ih  article  of 
tie  Ghent  treaty,)  bearing  date  the  dOth  and  25th 
ays  of  July;  which  was  two  days  and  seven  days 
<iore  he  answered  Lord  Ashburton's  letier! 
^hich  answer  happens  to  bear  date  on  the  27(h 
ay  of  the  same  July! 

in  this  correspondence  we  find  these  passages 
J  a  letter  from  the  Secretary-negotiator  to  Mr, 
•"erguson: 

"  What  is  the  general  nature  of  the  country  between  ihe 
lOath  of  the  Pigeon  river  and  the  Rainy  I^kel  Of  what  forma- 
^  ie  it,  and  how  ie  its  aurfacel  and  will  any  considerable  por- 
on  or  its  area  be  fit  for  cultivation?  Are  its  waters  active  and 
tinning  srreanw,  as  in  other  paits  of  the  United  Statea;  or  are 
My  dead  lakes,  swampa,  and  moraaseyt    If  the  latter  be  their 


general  character,  at  what  point,  as  you  proceed  weetward,  do 
Uie  waters  receive  a  more  decided  character  as  runnrng 
streams! 

"There  are  said  to  be  tteo  lines  of  communicaiion,  each 
partly  by  water  and  partly  by  ponages,  from  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pigeon  river  to  the  Rainy  Lake:  one  bv  way  ofF\ru>l 
Laketfihe  Sagana^  Lake,  and  the  Cypress  Lake;  the  other 
by  way  of  Arrotp  river  and  lake,  then  by  way  of  Saganega 
Lake,  aud  through  the  river  Maligne^  roeetine  the  other  route 
at  Lake  la  Croix,  and  through  the  river  Namecan  in  the 
Rainy  Lake.  Po  you  know  any  reason  for  attaching  great 
preference  to  either  of  these  two  linesl  Or  do  you  consider  it 
of  no  impoftance,  in  any  point  of  view,  which  |may>) be 
agreed  to?  • 

These  are  the  inquiries-,  and  they  are  put,  as  the 
lawyers  say,  lead ingly — that  is  to  say,  they  are  so 
put  as  to  lead  the  witnesses'  minds  to  the  answers 
wanted.  The  desired  answers  evidently  were — 
Urslj  that  the  country  was  worth  nothing;  secondly^ 
thai  it  was  immaterial  which  route  was  taken  for 
the  national  boundary.  The  object  of  getting 
these  answers  was  evidently  to  have  a  pretext  for 
giving  up  the  territory  between  the  two  routes 
to  the  British,  and  to  give  them  the  choice  of  the 
routes — as  if  the  British  were  silly  enough  to  be 
stt^lggling  for  forty  years  for  sterile  land,  and  an 
immaterial  bounaary.  The  gentlemen  answer;, 
and,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  character  of  the  soil, 
are  explicit  as 'to  its  woilhlessness :  but  not  so  as 
to  the  two  routes.  On  this  point,  Mr.  Delafield, 
the  United  States  astronomer  and  surveyor  under 
the  Ghent  commission,  answers : 

"There  is,  neveitheless,  much  interest  felt  by  the  fnr-traden 
on  this  subject  of  boundary.  To  them  it  is  of  muchimpor^ 
ance,  as  they  conceive;  and  it  is,  in  fact,  of  national  import* 
ance.  Had  the  British  commissioner  consented  to  proceed 
by  the  Pigeon  river,  which  is  the  Long  Lake  of  Mitchell's 
map,  it  is  probable  there  would  have  been  an  agreement.  There 
were  several  reasons  for  his  pertinacity,  and  for  this  disacree- 
ment— which  belong,  however,  to  the  private  history  of  the 
commisrion,  and  can  be  stated  when  required.'* 

Here  the  answer  disappoints  the  inquiry.  Instead 
of  following  the  lead  held  out  by  the  question,  and 
answering  "that  it  was  of  no  importance,  in  any 
point  of  view,  which  route  may  be  agreed  to;" — in- 
stead of  this,  he  answers  that  it  is  of  much  impor- 
tance— of  national  importance — and  that  the  fur- 
traders  take  much  interest  in  it.  Thus,  the  an- 
swer disappoints  the  question;  but  to  no  purpose. 
Our  Secretary  pays  no  attention  to  his  own  testi- 
mony, when  it  ipakes  in  favor  of  his  own  country; 
and  readily  gives  the  British  all  they  ask  and  re- 
stores them  to  the  route  they  had  to  relinquish  under 
Jay's  treaty.  The  testimony  proves  the  importance 
of  this  boundary:  but  why  resort  to  testimony!  The 
conduct  of  the  British  is  itself  the  strongest  of  all 
testimony,  and  should  supersede  the  resort  to  any 
other.  Up  to  the  year  1^2,  they  held  on  to  this 
route  in  defiance  of  the  treaty  of  1783;  in  1802  they 
removed  from  it,  in  consequence  of  Jay's  treaty,  and 
explored  the  new,  difficult,  dangerous,  costly  route 
of  the  Kamanlstiquia;  to  get  back  from  which, 
and  especially  to  recover  the  master  post  of  the 
Grand  Portage,  had  been  the  object  of  their  labors 
for  forty  years.  The  value  which  they  placed 
upon  the  recovery  of  the  old  route,  should  have 
been  sufiicient  to  open  the  eyes  of  our  Secretary  to 
the  sacrifice  he  was  making.  But,  neither  this 
conduct,  pregnant  as  it  was;  nor  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Ferguson,  pointed  as  it  wfts;  nor  all  that  pss- 
ed  before  the  uhent  commissioneis",  could  check 
his  desire  to  oblige  the  British  at  the  expense  of  his 
own  count  ry.  He  perseveres  in  bis  design  to  grant 
Lord  Ashburton  all  he  demanded;  and  this  he  has- 
tens to  do,  although  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  other  wit- 
ness to  whom  he  appeals,  gives  him  pointed  testi- 
mony, derived  from  their  own  conduct,  against  the 
fur-traders'  claim.    He  says: 

"1  have  no  doubt  that  the  bay  of  the  Pigeon  river  is  the  Lonf 
Lake  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  It  is  dealgnated  by  the  name  on 
Mitchell's  map,  which,  at  that  Ume,  was  the  only  map  existing 
of  these  regions;  and  was  proven,  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  J(»hn 
Adams  and  Mr.  John  Jay,  to  have  been  the  only  geographical 
description  before  the  negotiators  of  the  first  treaty.  Thoof  h 
evidently  defective  and  erroneous,  it  is  but  fair  to  take  it  a^a 
evidence  of  the  intention.  In  addition  to  this  evidence  oi  the 
construction  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  at  the  time  it  was  concladed, 
we  have  this  fkct  further— that,  immediately  after  the  peace, 
the  traders  of  the  Northwest  Pur  Company  destroyed  their 
forts  and  warehouaas  at  the  Grand  Portagtt  and  removed 
themselves  to  Fiirt  WiUiam^  ten  leaguea  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Pigeon  river— a  course  which  could  onljr  have  been  adopted 
for  the  reason  that  they  supposed  their  previous  location  would 
now  be  on  foreign  territory.  In  addition^  I  have  never  heard 
thit  eonttruetion  of  the  treaty  of  1783  quettioned  by  any  qf 
the  parjnert  of  the  Britith  Fur  Company  tchom  I  have  met 
in  that  quarter.'* 

Both  the  gentlemen  appealed  to,  give  testimony 
in  favor  of  their  own  country;  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose. One  asserts  the  importance  of  the  bounaary 
in  a  national  point  of  view;  the  other  quotes  the 
conduct  of  the  fur  traders  against  themselves;  but 
no  matter— our  Secretary  persists  in  his  design  to 


treat  the  choice  of  boundaries  as  of  no  importance, 
and  to  give  the  British  their  own  choice,  and  to  re- 
establish them  in  their  old  headquarters.  On  the 
27th  day  of  July,  in  the  same  letter  in  which  he 
**proposes"  to  Lord  Ashburton  the  new  Maine  bound- 
ary, he  also  "proposes"  to  him  the  new  Lake  Supe- 
rior boundary;  and  does  it  in  the  precise  words 
proposedhy  Mr.  William  McQillivraj'^  the  chief  of 
the  then  Northwest  Company^  the  board  under  the 
Ghent  commission  in  18*24-^.  The  Pigeon  riv- 
er—North and  South  Fowl  Lakes—the  Lake  Sasa- 
ginaga — Cypress  Lake— Lac  du  Bois  Blanc— Lac  Lb 
Croix — ^Little  Vermillion  Lake — Laktf  Namecan — 
are  all  followed  in  this  letter  with  minute  particu- 
larity and  Oriental  scrupulosity.  And  then  ne  adds 
a  clause  in  relation  to  the  portages,  which  is  a  copy 
of  Lord  Ashburton's  demand,  as  Lord  Ashburton^ 
is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Barclay's,  which  Is  itself  a  copy 
of  Mr.  William  McGilhvray's.  Here  is  the  Web- 
ster projx>sttion  for  the  portages  in  this  portentous 
letter  of^  July,  1827,  consisting  of  the  precise  words 
which  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  treaty: 

**Ii  being  understood  that  all  the  water  communications,  aad 
all  the  usual  portages  along  the  line  Arom  Lake  r  operior  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  also  Grand  Portage,  from  the  ahore  of 
Lake  Superior  to  the  Pigeon  river,  as  now  actually  used,  shall 
be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the  aubjecu  and  ciiixans  of  both 
countries."  « 

And  this  ends  the  chapter  of  our  wrongs  on  this 
section  of  our  boundar/ between  Lake  Superior 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The  great  tmited 
Hudson  Bay  and  Northwest  Company  can  now  re- 
turn as  masters  to  the  place  from  which  they  retired 
as  trespassers  forty  years  ago.  After  forty  years 
wanderings  in  the  wilderness  of  the  Kanumisti- 
I  quia,  a  deliverer  and  a  leader  has  appeared  to  lead 
them  forth.  A  new  Joshua,  in  the  person  of  our 
Secretary-n^otiator,  has  come  to  the  rescue  and 
the  Gband  roRTAOB  and  the  sotrrHEBN  route  are 
again  to  become  the  seat  of  tradb  and  EMPms  to  a 
SOVEREIGN  company,  whose  control  over  the  Indians 
has  cost  the  Unitea  States  a  myriad  oi  lives,  and  a 
hundred  millions  of  money. 

It  is  in  vain  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Choate,]  feeling  the  overwhelming  effect  of 
this  concession,  labors  to  establish  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  possession  of  the  portages  and  their  use. 
It  is  to  no  purpose,  he  alleges,  that  the  late  treaty 
has  only  granted  the  use  of  the  Grand  Portaob, 
and  the  thirty-six  other  portag^  formerly  ours;  it 
is  a  distinction  without  a  difference.  The  new 
treaty  alters  the  boundary;  and  then  makes  these 
portages  free  and  common  to  each  party.  And  this 
makes  the  treaty-rights  of  the  British  equal  to  our 
own;  while  their  actual  rights  will  be  far  superior 
to  ours.  The  treaty  makes  us  equal:  ihe  power  of 
the  company  will  make  us  unequal !  Tney  will 
have  the  exclusive  use  and  possession  on  this  line, 
as  they  have,  under  the  same  words,  on  the  Colum- 
bia river.  Every  American  who  ventures  on  these 
portages  will  be  shot  by  British  Indians,  as  a  thou- 
sand of  ihem  have  been  shot  who  have  ventured  to 
hunt  or  trade  on  the  Columbia  since  the  convention 
of  1818.  It  is  in  vain  for  the  Senator  to  say  the 
British  cannot  build  and  establish  posts  and  de- 
pots on  these  portages:  I  answer,  under  the  treaty 
their  rights  are  equal  to  ours!  that,  in  fact,  they  will 
be  greater !  and  that  British  territory  being  now 
brought  down  to  contiguity  with  all  these  portages, 
they  can  build  and  fortify  adjoining  to  them,  and 
still  be  upon  their  own  territory.  U  is  in  vain  that 
he  relies  upon  the  portage  privileges  in  Mr.  Jay's 
treaty.  Those  privileges  only  applied  to  the  port- 
ages on  the  existing  boundaries  under  the  treaty  of 
1783;  while  the  Webster  treaty  alters  that  bounaary 
to  confer  these  privileges  in  a  new  place  I  in  a 
place  from  which  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  compelled  these 
traders  to  remove  in  I90fi\  It  is  in  vain  that  he 
pleads  the  immateriality  of  the  routes.  That  plea  is 
invalidated  by  the  conduct  of  the  British  themselves, 
in  holding  on  to  theportafe  route  for  twenty  years 
after  the  peace  of  '83,  and  by  forty  years'  exertion 
since  to  get  back  to  it.  It  is  invalidated  by  the  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Delafield.  It  is  invalidated  by  every 
British  affidavit  produced  before  the  Ghent  commis- 
sioners. It  is  in  vain  to  prove  that  the  land  is  poor 
and  sterll.  What  do  the  British  want  with  our 
poor  landl  That  is  the  same  plea  on  which  Maine 
was  dismembered  and  mutilated,  and  our  military 
frontiers  there  given  up.  If  poor  land  is  a  plea  for 
the  surrender  of  our  territory,  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi, (and  all  the  Gulf  coast,  and  much  more, 
may  be  surrendered:  for  it  can  be  proved  to  be  unfit 
for  cultivation.  Mr.  Webster  can  get  affidavits 
to  that  effect,  and  surrender  half  the  frontiers  ol* 
the  Union  in  his  next  British  treaty.    These  pleas; 
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will  not  do.  They  will  not  justify  or  excuse  the 
sacrifice  of  ancient  boundaries,  the  concession  of 
territory,  the  grant  of  privileges,  and  the  exemp- 
tion from  duties  to  a  powerful  and  hostile  company, 
wielding  innumerable  Indian  tribes  against  us. 

While  making  this  sacrifice  of  an  ancient  and 
valuable  boundary  in  this  Quarter,  and  bringing 
back  the  British  to  the  eround  from  which  they  re- 
tired so  long  ago,  our  Secretary-negotiator  has  had 
the  modesty  to  afiiect  an  acquisition  of  four  millions 
of  acres  of  fine  mineral  land  in  the  same  place;  and 
our  President  has  been  good-natured  enoush  to  in- 
timate the  same  thing  in  his  message  of  August 
last.  The^  do  not  exactly  say  so;  but  they  make 
people  believe  it.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Cboats]  says  their  words  are  literally 
true.  I  say  so  likewise,  but  that  they  excite  a  be- 
lief entirely  untrue.  Tne  words  are — that,  by  this 
treaty,  four  millions  of  acres  of  fine  mineral  laud, 
between  Pigeon  river  and  St.  Louis  river,  north- 
ward of  the  claim  set  up  by  the  Bp'tish  (Qhent) 
commissioner,  are  included  within  the  United 
States.  Verv  good!  They  were  never  excluded 
from  the  United  States !  And  Lord  Ashburton  set 
up  no  pretension  to  them !  He  asked  for  a  change 
or  boundary  to  our  prejudice,  and  for  our  portages, 
and  for  exemption  irom  duties;  and  he  got  all  (hat 
he  asked,  with  all  the  territorv  (including  Hunters' 
Island,  a  large  body  of  land,  and  many  smaller 
islands)  whicn  lies  between  the  two  Pigeon  river 
routes  in  the  whole  extent  of  their  divergence, 
nearly  300  miles  in  leneth,  and  frequently  half  a 
degree  apart.  He  got  this  territory,  amounting  to 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres,  in  addition 
to  all  the  advantages  of  the  only  good  trading  route. 
and  the  Grand  Portage;  and  now  to  be  entertained 
with  a  false  belief,  created  by  true  words,  of  a  fine 
mineral  acquisition  of  four  millions  of  acres.  Is  car- 
rying fiction,  in  a  State  paper,  rather  too  far. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who  defends 
the  Secretary  on  this  occasion,  makes  it  matter  of 
objection  that  1  did  not  mention  the  portages  in  my 
speech  of  August  last.  True,  I  did  not  mention 
them,  and  for  tne  best  of  all  reasons.  I  had  not 
then  read  the  stipulation  in  relation  to  them.  Stuck 
in,  as  they  were,  at  the  end  of  a  long  article  about 
boundaries,  I  read  far  enough  to  see  what  this  new 
boundary  was.  and  denounced  it  as  it  deserved;  but 
the  portage  clause  I  did  not  read  until  the  present 
session.  Happily,  it  is  a  case  in  which  the  statute 
of  limitations  does  not  apply!  and  having  now 
made  the  discovery,  the  Secretary  shall  have  the 
full  benefit  of  it.  Certainly  it  was  not  anticipated 
that  my  speech  on  the  treaty — forty  mortal  col- 
umns of  the  imperial  Globe— certainly  it  was  not 
anticipated  that  there  should  be  a  complaint  against 
that  speech  for  defect  of  accusatory  matter.  But 
the  complaint  is  made  ;  and  I  must  justify, 
by  bringing  up  the  omitted  accusation.  I  say, 
ihen,  inis  anair  of  the  portages— and  espe- 
cially of  the  Grand  Portage,  and  this  exemp- 
tion of  a  powerful  company's  goods  from  du- 
ties^constitutes  one  of  the  heaviest  charges  which 
I  have  found  against  the  treaty.  In  the  first  place, 
it  seems  to  militate  against  that  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution which  requires  duties  to  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States.  Next,  it  is  manifest- 
ly unjust  to  our  fur-traders,  (who  pay  enormous 
duties,)  to  exempt  their  foreign  competitors  ffom 
the  same  burden.  Then  the  stipulation  itself  is  a 
cheat.  It  provides  for  the  joinl  use  of  these 
portages,.when  everybody  knows  that  in  this  case — 
the  Columbia  river  has  proved  ii—joint  means  e.r- 
elusivK;  and  that  every  American  trader  that  dares 
to  tread  the  same  ground  with  them  will  be  shot  by 
British  Indians,  j^o  palliation  for  this  fatal  con- 
cession can  be  found  in  Jay's  treaty.  That  treaty 
only  permitted  the  use  of  portages  where  these 
portages  were  on  established  ooundaries;  this  treaty 
alters  a  boundary,  to  get  a  pretext  for  favoring  the 
British!  These  traders  could  carry  nothing  on 
the  portage  route  under  Jay's  treaty,  because  that 
route  was  not  a  boundary.  They  will  now  carry 
what  they  please  upon  it — and  all  free — because 
Webster's  treaty  has  made  it  a  boundary.  He  has 
altered  the  line  for  this  pdrpose;  and  the  long  ex- 
iled Kaministiquia  wanderers  will  come  rushing 
back  to  take  possession  of  their  restored  haunts. 
And  who  is  it  to  whom  this  unconstitutional,  un- 
justifiable, injurious,  and  dangerous  advantasre  i? 
givenl  Is  it  not  that  same  powerful  body  of  Brit- 
ish traders  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  every  In- 
dian war  in  the  Northwest,  from  the  Revolution  to 
the  present  dayl  to  whom  we  are  Indebted  for 
fourteen  years  retention  of  the  Northwestern  posts! 


and  to  whom  we  are  now  indebted  for  all  the  dan- 
gers which  environ  our  settlement  of  the  Oregon? 
ts  it  not  this  ^ame  company  which  has  cost  us  a 
myriad  of  lives — ^the  babe  and  its  mother,  as  well 
as  the  father— and  which  cost  us  during  the  late 
war  alone,  (to  say  nothing  of  other  Indian  wars,) 
sixty  millions  of  dollars'}  The  whole  cost  of  the 
late  war  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions;  the 
one-half  of  which  was  sunk  in  the  Northwest,making 
head  gainst  the  Indians  which  this  comjtany  excited 
against  us.  And  who  is  it  that  is  now  rewarding 
this  company  for  past  injuries,  and  rendering  them 
more  potential  for  the  iuturel  Is  it  not  the  same 
gentleman  whose  voice  was  on  the  side  of  the  Brit- 
ish and  the  Indians,  when  their  feet  were  on  the  soil 
of  our  country,  and  their  knives  in  the  throats  of 
our  people!— who 'denied  us  men,  and  money,  and 
ships,  during  the  late  war,  and  then  taunted  us  with 
our  defeats,  and  sarcastically  demanded,  after  the 
horrid  massacre  of  the  river  Raisin,  if  that  was  the 
entertainment  to  which  we  had  been  invited!  Sure- 
ly it  is  the  same  man !  and  his  treaties  and  negotia- 
tions now  are  in  exact  accordance  with  his  votes 
and  speeches  then;— all  on  the  side  of  the  British, 
and  all  against  his  own  country.  And  where  dia 
he  get  the  power  to  demolish  boundaries,  release 
duties,  and  surrender  portages!  Where  did  he  get 
the  power  for  these  acts!  From  President  Tyler! 
If  so,  show  us  the  warrant.  As  Secretary,  he  is 
nothing  but  head  clerk  to  the  President,  and  can 
only  act  by  bis  permission  or  command.  He  must 
have  the  President's  instruction !  and  if  we  can  t>e- 
lieve  what  was  said  at  Boston,  that  instruction 
was  a  blank;  and  the  head  clerk  headed  his  mas- 
ter! 

Mr.  president,  we  have  fallen  upon  evil  times; 
and  great  and  strange  are  the  calamities  of  the  day. 
Modern  Federalism  sits  at  the  head  of  our  GK>vern- 
ment,  and  its  genius  is  far  more  deleterious  than 
the  Federalism  of  ancient  times.  The  old  Feder- 
alists did  many  evil  things;  but  they  had  their  high 
points,  from  which  they  would  never  descend. 
They  made  a  national  bank,  but  did  not  christen  it 
an  exchequer.  They  made  a  bankrupt  system, 
but  did  not  systematize  the  repudiation  of  debLs. 
They  levied  grievous  taxes,  but  did  not  exempt 
foreigners  from  the  levy.  They  invaded  the  State 
Governments  at  many  points,  but  still  left  them 
their  poor  insolvent  laws.  They  made  treaties 
with  England,  but  did  not  place  our  frontiers  in 
her  hands.  Above  all,  they  did  not  bring  the  Brit- 
ish traders,  red  with  the  blood  and  loaded  with  the 
scalps  of  our  citizens,  within  our  borders;  but  sent 
them  out,  far  away  into  the  hideous  wilderness. 
Modem  Federalism  has  done  all  that  ancient  Fed- 
eralism would  not;  and,  for  one,  I  infinitely  prefer 
the  old  to  the  new.  Give  me  John  Jay,  John 
Adams,  and  Rufus  King — all  leading  Federalists 
in  I  heir  day — in  preference  to  Daniel  Webster, 
Federal  leader  in  this  day,  and  John  Tyler,  his 
DetMcratic  follower ! 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  CALHOUN, 

OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
In  Senate,  Jamiary  24,  1843— On  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  it  ought  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  in  the  discussion  of  this  measure,  that  there 
is  a  conflict  between  our  claim  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Oregon  Territory;  and  that  it  ex- 
tends to  the  whole  territory  from  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains to  the  Pacific  ocean;  and  from  the  northern 
limits  of  Mexico,  in  latitude  42,  to  the  southern 
limits  of  the  Russian  possessions,  in  latitude  S4. 
Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten  that  the  two  Govern- 
ments have  made  frequent  attempts  to  adjust  their 
conflicting  claims,  but,  as  yet,  \iiihoui  success. 
The  first  of  these  was  made  in  1818.  It  proved 
ab<#tive;  but  o  convention  was  entered  into,  which 
provided  that  the  territory  should  be  left  free  and 
open  to  our  citizens  and  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  for  ten  years;  the  object  of  wliich  was  to 
prevent  collision  and  preserve  peace,  till  their  re- 
spective claims  could  be  adjusted  by  negotiation. 
The  next  was  made  in  1824,  when  we  otTered  to 
limit  our  claim  to  the  territory  by  the  49th  degree 
of  latitude;  which  would  have  left  to  Great  Britain 
all  north  of  that  latitude  to  the  southern  boundary 
oi  Russia.  Her  negotiator  objected,  and  propo-ed 
the  Columbia  river  as  the  boundary  between  the 
possessions  of  the  two  countries.  It  enters  the  ocean 
about  the  46th  degree  of  latitude.  Ii  follows,  that 
the  portion  of  the  territory  really  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  about  three  degrees  of 
latitude — that  is,  about  one-founh  of  the  whole. 
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The  attempt  to  adjust  boundaries  again  faiS — a 
nothing  was  effected.  I  learn  from  our  n»rt\., 
(a  distinguished  citizen  of  Pcnnsykania  no^'' 
the  city,-)  that  the  negotiation  was  condu'cied  wilh 
much  earnestness,  and  not  a  little  feelinir  rm T 
part  of  the  British  negotiators.  !  ^'  ^  ^^ 

In  1827,  just  before  the  termination  of  the  ion 
years,  another  attempt  was  made  at  an  adiua 
ment.  The  negotiation  was  condncted  on  our  mtI 
by  Mr.  Gallatin.  The  whole  subject  wasdiscu^ 
fully,  and  with  great  ability  and  deamessoo  boS 
sides;  but,  like  the  two  preceding,  failed  to  adiua 
the  conflicting  claims.  The  same  offers  were  made 
respectively  by  the  parties  that  were,  inland 
again  rejected.  All  that  could  be  done  wasii  re 
new  the  convention  of  1818;  but  with  the  provision 
that  each  parly  mi^ht,  at  its  pleasure,  icmiinaiethe 
agreement,  by  giving  a  year's  notice.  The  object 
o(  the  renewal  was,  as  in  1818,  to  preserve  peace 
for  the  time,  by  preventing  either  party  fromaa- 
.«5erting  its  exclusive  claim  to  the  territory;  and  t\vat 
of  the  insertioii  of  the  provision,  to  give  either  panv 
the  right  of  doing  so  whenever  it  ^ligbi  iVinfc 
proper,  by  giving  the  stipulatecl  notice. 

Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  thai,  dnring  the 
long  interval  from  181 8  to  this  time,  contmod 
efforts  have  been  made,  in  this  and  the  other 
House,  to  induce  Congress  to  assert,  br  some  act, 
our  exclusive  right  to  the  territory;  and  that  they 
have  all  heretofore  (ailed.  It  now  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  this  bill,  which  covers  the  vhole 
territory,  as  well  north  as  south  of  the  49th,  and 
provides  for  granting  land,  and  commeiicing  system- 
atically the  work  of  colonization  and  seitlemeDt 
shall  share  the  fate  of  its  predecessors. 

To  determine  whether  it  ought  or  ought  not,  i&. 
volves  the  decision  of  two  preliminary  question 
The  first  is,  whether  the  time  has  now  arrived 
when  it  would  be  expedient  on  our  pan  to  attempt 
to  assert  and  maintain  our  exclusive  elaimtotbe 
territory,  against  the  adverseclaim  of  Great  Brit- 
ain; and  the  other,  if  it  has,  whether  the  modepro^ 
posed  in  this  bill  is  the  proper  one. 

In  discussing  them,  I  do  not  intend  to  involve  the 
question  of  our  right  to  the  territory,  nor  its  value, 
nor  whether  Great  Britain  is  actuated  by  that  keen, 
jealous,  and  hostile  spirit  towards  us,  which  has 
been  attributed  to  her  in  this  discussion.  I  shall, 
on  the  contrary,  assume  our  tide  to  be  as  valid  as 
the  warmest  advodhte  of  this  bill  asserts  it  to  be; 
the  territory  to  be,  as  to  soil,  climate,  prodnctioo, 
and  commercial  advantages,  all  that  the  ardent 
imagination  of  the  author  of  the  measure  pninis  it 
to  be;  and  Great  Britain  to  be  as  formidable  and 
jealous  as  she  has  been  represented.  1  make 
no  issue  on  either  of  these  points.  I  controvert 
none  of  them.  According  to  my  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  not  necessary.  On  the  contrary,  the 
clearer  the  title,  the  more  valuable  the  territory, 
and  the  more  powerful  and  hostile  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, the  stronger  will  be  the  ground  on  which 
I  rest  my  opposition  to  the  bill. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  1  repeat  the 
question.  Has  the  time  arrived,  when  it  would  be 
wise  and  prudent  for  us  to  attempt  to  assert  and 
maintain  our  exclusive  right  to  the  territory, 
against  the  adverse  and  conflicting  claim  of  Great 
Britain?  I  answer,  No,  it  has  not;  and  that  for  the 
decisive  reason,  because  the  attempt,  if  made,m\Kt 
prove  unsuccessful  against  the  resistance  of  Great 
Britain.  We  could  neither  talte  nor  hold  it  against 
her;  and  that,  for  a  reason  not  less  decisive— that 
she  could  in  a  much  shorter  time,  and  at  tar  lest 
expense,  concentrate  a  far  greater  force  than  we 
could  in  the  territory. 

We  seem  to  forget,  in  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject, the  great  events  which  have  occnrred  inihe 
eastern  portion  of  Asia,  durine  the  last  year,  and 
which  have  ^so  greatly  extended  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  She  has  there, 
in  that  period,  terminated  successfully  two  wars; 
by  one  of  which  she  has  given  increased  qaia 
and  stability  to  her  possessions  in  India;  an<i  ty  'he 
other,  has  firmly  planted  her  power  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  China.Avhere  she  will  undoubtedly  keep  up, 
at  least  for  a  time,  a  strong  military  and  naral  force, 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidation  and  siren jnhenmg 
her  newly  acquired  possession.  The  point  she  occo- 
pies  there  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Pacific.is  almost- 

directly  opposite  to  the  Oregon  Territonr,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  aoout  five  thousandfive  hundred  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  with  a  tranquil  ocean 
between,  which  may  be  passed  over  in  six  weeks. 
In  that  short  lime,  she  might  place,  at  a  moderue 
expense;  a  strong  naval  and  military  force  at ih« 
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mouth  of  ihat  river,  where  a  formidable  body  of 
meo,  as  hardy  and  energetic  as  any  on  this  conti- 
iieot,ia  tbe  service  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
and  Duraerpus  tribes  of  lodiaDs  under  its  control, 
coold  be  prepared  to  sustain  and  co-operate  with  it. 
Sttch  is  the  tacility  with  which  she  coold  concen- 
trate a  force  there  to  maintain  her  claim  to  the  ter- 
ritory against  ours,  should  they  be  brought  into 
collision  by  this  bill. 

I  DOW  turn  to  examine  our  means  of  conceutra- 
tiflg  an  opposing  force  by  land  and  water,  should  it 
become  necessary  to  maintain  our  claim.  We 
have  no  military  or  naval  position  in  the  Pacific 
ocean.  Our  fleet  would  have  to  sail  from  our  own 
shores,  and  would  have  to  cross  the  line  and  double 
Cape  Horn  in  56  degrees  of  south  latitude;  and, 
turning  north,  recross  the  line,  and  ascend  to  lat- 
itude 46  north,  in  order  to  reach  the  mouth  of  Co- 
lombia river— a  distance  from  New*  York  (over  the 
straightest  and  shortest  line)  of  more  than  13,000 
miles,  and  which  would  require  a  run  of  more 
than  18,000  of  actual  sailing  on  the  usual  route. 
Instead  of  six  weeks,  the  voyage  would  require  six 
months.  I  speak  on  the  authority  of  one  of  the 
most  ezpeirienced  officers  attached  to  the  Navy  De- 
paxtraent. 

These  facts  are  decisive.  We  could  do  nothing 
by  water.  As  iar  as  that  element  is  concerned,  we 
coold  not  oppose  to  her  a  gun  or  a  soldier  in  the 
territory. 

But,  as  great  as  are  the  impediments  by  water, 
they  are,  at  present,  not  much  less  so  by  land.    If 
we  assume  some  central  point  in  the  Slate  of  Mis- 
souri as  the  place  of  rendezvous,  from  which  our 
military  force  would  commence  its  march  for  the 
territory  j  the  distance  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
river  will  be  found  to  be  about  two  thousand  miles: 
of  which  much  mor^  than  a  thousand  miles  would 
be  over  an  unsettled  country,  consisting  of  naked 
plains  or  mountainous  regions,  without  provisions, 
ezeept  such  game  as  the  rifle  might  supply.    On  a 
greater  portion  of  this  long  march,  the  force  would 
be  liable  to  be  attacked  and  harassed  by  numerous 
and  warlike  tribes  of  Indians,  whose  hostilities 
might  be  readily  turned  against  us  by  the  British 
traders.    To  inarch  such  a  distance  without  oppo- 
sition would  take  upwards  of  120  days,  assummg 
the  march  to  be  at  the  usual  rate  for  military  forces. 
Should  it  be  impeded  by  the  hostilities  of  Indians, 
the  time  would  be  greatly  prolonged. 

I  now  ask,  How  could  any  considerable  force 
sustain  jtself  in  so  long  a  march,  through  a  region 
so  destitute  of  supplies'!  A  small  detachment  might 
hve  on  game;  but  that  resource  would  be  altogether 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  an  army.  But  admit- 
ting an  army  could  nnd  sufficient  supplies  to  sus- 
tain itself  on  its  march  to  the  territory,  how  could 
it  sustain  itself  in  an  uncultivated  territory,  too  re- 
mole  to  draw  supplies  from  our  settlements  in  its 
rear,  and  wiih  the  ocean  in  front,  closed  against 
it  by  a  hostile  fleetl  And  how  could  supplies  be 
found  to  return,  if  a  retreat  should  become  neces- 
saryl  In  whatever  view  the  subject  may  be  re- 
garded, I  hazard  nothing  in  asserting,  that  such  is 
the  difficulty  at  present,  on  our  part,  of  concentra- 
ting and  maintaining  a  force  in  the  territory,  that 
a  lew  thousand  regulars,  advantageously  fortified 
on  the  Columbia  river,  with  a  small  naval  force  to 
support  them,  could,  t^ith  the  aid  of  the  employees 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  Companv,  and  the  cooperation 
of  the  Indians  under  its  innuence,  bid  defiance  to 
any  effort  we  could  make  to  dislodge  them.  If  all 
other  difficulties  conld  be  surmounted,  that  of  trans- 
porting a  sufficient  battering  train,  with  all  of  its 
appurtenances,  to  so  great  a  distance,  and  over  so 
many  obstacles,  would  be  insuperable. 

Having  now  made  good  my  first  position- 
that  the  attempt,  at  present,  to  assert  and  maintain 
our  eiclttsive  claim  to  the  territory,  against  the  ad- 
verse claim  of  Qreat  Britain,  must  prove  unsuc- 
cessful, if  she  resisted,  it  now  remains  to  inquire 
whether  she  would  resist.  And  here  let  me  say, 
whatever  might  be  the  doubts  of  others,  surely  they 
who  have,  in  this  discussion,  insisted  so  strongly 
on  her  power,  her  jealousy,  and  her  determination 
to  hold  the  territoiy,  cannot  doubt  that  she  would 
resist.  If,  indeed,  provoking  language  can  excite 
her  to  resistance,  or  if  half  which  has  been  said  of 
her  hostile  disposition  be  true,  she  not  only  would 
resist,  but  would  gladly  seize  sq  favorable  an  occa- 
sion to  do  so,  while  we  ard  comparatively  so  weak, 
and  she  so  strong  in  that  quarter.  However  un- 
favorable the  time  might  be  fqr  us,  for  her  it  would 
be  the  most  propitious.  Her  vast  resources  and 
military  power  in  the  East  are  liberated,  and  at  her 


disposal,  to  be  directed,  to  assert  and  maintain  her 
exclusive  claim  to  the  territory  against  ours,  if 
she  should  determine  to  follow  our  example,  in 
case  this  bill  should  pass.  Even  I,  who  believe  that 
the  present  Ministry  is  disposed  to  peace;  that  the 
recent  mission  to  this  country  originated  in  the 
spirit  of  peace;  and  that  Sir  Robert  Peel  has  exhib- 
ited great  wisdom  and  moderation — moderation  in 
the  midst  of  splendid  success,  and  therefore  more  to 
be  trusted-  do  not  doubt  she  would  resist,  if  we  should 
adopt  this  measure.  We  must  not  forget,  as  clear 
as  we  believe  our  title  to  be,  that  the  right  to  the 
territory,  is  in  dispute  between  the  two  countries; 
and  that,  as  certain  as  we  regard  our  right  to  be,  she 
regards  hers  as  not  less  so.  It  is  a  case  of  adverse 
conflicting  claims;  and  we  may  be  assured,  if  we 
undertake  to  assert  our  exclusive  right,  she  will 
oppose  us  by  asserting  hers;  and  if  the  appeal  should 
be  to  force,  to  decide  between  us  at  present,  the  re- 
suit  would  be  inevitable— the  territory  would  be 
lost  to  us.  Indeed,  this  is  so  incontestable,  that  no 
one  has  ventured  to  deny  it;  and  there  is  no  hazard 
in  asserting  that  no  one  will,  who  understands  the 
subject,  and  does  not  choose  to  have  the  soundness 
of  his  judgment  questioned. 

But  it  may  be  asked.  What  thent  Shall  we  aban- 
don our  claim  to  the  territory!  I  answer.  No.  I 
anrutterly  opposed  to  that;  but,  as  bad  as  that  would 
be,  it  would  not  be  as  much  so  as  to  adopt  a  rash  and 
precipitate  measure,  which,  after  ^reat  sacrifices, 
would  finally  end  in  its  loss.  But  f  am  opposed  to 
both.  My  object  is  to  preserve,  and  not  to  lose,  the 
territory.  I  do  not  agree  witn  my  eloquent  and 
a^e  colleague  that  it  is  worthless.  He  has  undei'- 
rated  it,  both  as  to  soil  and  climate.  It  contains  a 
vast  deal  of  land,  it  is  true,  that  is  barren  ajid 
worthless;  but  not  a  little  that  is  highly  productive. 
To  that  may  be  added  its  commercial  advantages, 
which  will,  in  time,  prove  to  be  great.  We  must 
not  overlook  the  important  events  to  which  I  have 
alluded  a.s  having  recently  occurred  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  Asia.  As  great  as  they  are,  they  are  but 
the  beginning  of  a  iseries  of  a  similar  character, 
which  must  follow  at  no  distant  day.  What  has 
taken  place  in  China,  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  fol- 
lowed in  Japan,  and  all  the  eastern  portions  of  that 
continent.  Their  ports,  like  the  Chinese,  will  be 
opened;  and  the  whole  of  that  large  portion  of  Asia, 
containing  nearly  half  of  the  population  and  wealth 
of  the  globe,  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  commerce 
of  the  world,  and  be  placed  within  the  pales  of  Eu- 
ropean and  American  intercourse  and  civilization. 
A  vast  market  will  be  created,  and  a  mighty  im- 
pulse will  be  given  to  commerce.  No  smallportion 
of  the  share  that  would  fall  to  us  with  this  populous 
and  industrious  portion  of  the  globe,  is  destined  to 
pass  through  the  ports  of  the  Oregon  Territory  to  . 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  instead  of  taking  the 
circuitous  and  long  voyage  round  Cape  Horn;  or 
the  still  longer,  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It' 
i^  mainly  because  I  place  this  high  estimate  on 
its  prospective  value,  that  I  am  so  solicitous  to  pre- 
serve it,  and  so  adverse  to  this  bill,  or  any  other 
precipitate  measure  which  might  terminate  in  its 
loss.  If  I  thought  less' of  its  value,  or  if  I  regarded 
our  title  less  clear,  my  opposition  would  be  less  de- 
cided. 

Having  now,  I  trust,  satisfactorily  shown,  that, 
if' we  should  now  attempt  to  a'^sert  and  maintain  our 
exclusive  right  to  the  territory,  against  the  adverse 
claim  of  Great  Britain,  she  would  resist;  and  that 
if  she  resisted,  our  auempt  wouM  bctin<;ncfessful, 
and  the  territory  be  lost, — tne  que.siion  presents  itself, 
How  shall  we  preserve  it? 

There  is  only  one  means  by  which  it  can  be; 
but  that,  fortunately,  is  the  most  powerful  of  all— 
time.  Time  is  acting  for  us;  and,  if  we  shall  have 
the  wisdom  to  trust  its  operation,  it  will  assert 
and  maintain  our  right  with  resistless  force,  wim- 
out  costing  a  cent  of 'money,  or  a  drdp  of  blood. 
There  is  often,  in  the  aflairs  of  government,  more 
efficiency  and  wisdom  in  non-action,  than  in  ac- 
tion. All  we  want  toeffeci  our  object  in  this  case, 
is  "a  wise  and  masterly  inacfivity."  Our  popula- 
tion is  rolling  towards  the  shores  of  the  Pacific, 
with  an  impetus  greater  than  what  we  realize. 
It  is  one  of  those  forward  movements  which  leaves 
anticipation  behind.  In  the  period  of  thirty- 
two  years  which  have  elapsed  since  I  took  my  seat 
in  the  other  House,  the  Indian  frontier  has  receded 
a  thousand  miles  to  the  West.  At  that  time,  our 
population  was  much  less  than  half  what  it  is 
now.  It  was  then  increasing  at  th^  rate  of  about 
a  quarter  of  a  million  annually;  it  is  now  not 
less  than  six   hundred  thousand;   and   still   in- 


creasing at  the  rate  of  something  more  than 
three  per  cent,  compound  annually.  At  that  rate, 
it  will  soon  reach  the  yearly  increase  of  a  million. 
If  to  this  be  added,  that  the  region  west  of  Ar- 
kansas and  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  south  of  the 
Missouri  river,  is  occupied  by  half-civilized  tribes, 
whohavetheir  landssecured  to  them  by  treaty,  (and 
which  will  prevent  the  spread  of  population  in  that 
direction,  and  that  this  great  and  increasing  tide 
will  be  forced  to  take  the  comparatively  narrow 
channel  to  the  north  of  that  river  and  south  of  our 
northern  boundary,  some  conception  may  be  form- 
ed of  the  strength  with*  which  tne  current  will  run 
in  that  direction,  and  how  soon  it  will  reach  the 
eastern  gorges  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  I  say  some 
conception;  for  I  feel  assured  that  the  reality  will 
outrun  the  anticipation.  In  illustration^  I  will 
repeat  -whar  I  stated  when  I  first  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate on  this  subject.  As  wise  and  experienced  as 
was  President  Monroe — as  much  as  he  nad  wimess- 
'edof  the  growth  of  our  cotintry  in  hislime,  so  in- 
adequate was  his.  conception  of  its  rapidity,  that 
near  the  close  of  his  Administration,  in  theyear  1834, 
he  proposed  to  colonize  the  Indians  of  New  York, 
and  those  north  df  the  Ohio  river  and  east  of  the  Mia- 
sissippi,  in  what  is  now  called  the  Wisconsin  Ter- 
.ritoiy;  under  the  impression  that  it  was  a  portion 
of  our  territory  so  remote,  that  they  woula  not  be 
disturbed  by  our  increasing  population  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  It  is  now  but  18  years  since;  and 
already^n  that  short  period,  it  is  a  great  and  flour- 
ishing  Territory,  ready  to  knock  at  our  door  for 
admission  as  one  of  the  sovereign  members  of  the 
Union.  But  what  is  still  more  striking— what  is 
really  wonderful  and  almost  miraculous,  is,  that 
another  territory  (Iowa)  still  further  west,  (beyond 
the  Mississippi,)  has  sprung  up,  as  if  by  magic,  and 
has  already  outstripped  Wisconsin,  and  may  knock 
for  entrance  before  she  is  prepared  to  do  so7  Such 
is  the  wonderful  growth  or  a  population,  which  has 
attained  the  number  ours  has,  and  is  still  yearly 
increasing  at  the  compound  rate  it  is;  and  such  the 
impetus  with  which  it  is  forcing  its  way,  resistlessly, 
westward.  It  will  soon — far  sooner  than  antici- 
pated—reach the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  be  ready 
to  pour  into  the  Oregon  Territory,  when  it  will 
come  into  our  possession  without  resistance  or 
struggle;  or,  if  there  should  be  resistance,  it  would 
be  feeble  and  ineffectual.  We  ynmld  thin  be  as 
much  stronger  there,  comparatively,  than  Great 
Britain,  as  Me  is  now  stronger  than  we  are;  and  it 
would  then  be  as  idle  in  her  to  attempt  to  assert  and 
maintain  her  exclusive  claim  to  the  tenitorjt 
against  us,  as  it  would  now  be  in  us  to  attempt 
it  against  her.  Let  us  be  wise,  and  abide  our  time, 
anait  will  accomplish  all  that  we  desire,  with  far 
more  certainty,  and  with  infinitely  less  sacrifice, 
than  we  can  without  it 

But,  if  the  time  had  already  arrived  for  the  suc- 
cessful assertion  of  our  right  against  any  resistance 
which  mi^ht  be  made,  it  would  not,  in  mv  opinion, 
be  expedient,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  Gh)v- 
emment.  It  is  weak— never  more  so;  weak  poli- 
tically, and  from  the  state  of  the  finances.  The 
former  was  so  ably  and  eloquently  described  by  my 
colleague,  that  [  have  nothing  to  add,  but  a  smgle 
remarK  on  the  extraordinary  state  of  parties  at 
present.  There  are  now  three  parties  in  the  Union; 
of  which  one  is  in  possesion  of  the  Executive  de- 
partment, another  of  the  Legislative,  and  the  other, 
judging  by  the  recent  elections,  of  the  country; 
which  has  so  locked  and  impeded  the  operations 
of  the  Government,  that  it  is  scarcely  able  to  take 
measures  necessary  to  its  preservation. 

Inturningfrom  this  imbecile  political  condition 
of  the  Government,  and  casting  my  eyes  on  ihft 
state  of  its  finances,  I  behold  nothing  but  disorder 
and  embarrassment;  credit  prostrated;  a  new  debt 
contracted,  already  of  considerable  amount,  and 
daily  increasing;  expenditures  exceeding  income; 
and  the  prospect,  instead  of  brightening,  growinz 
still  more  gloomy.  Already  the  debt  falls  not  much 
short  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars;  to  which  will  be 
added,  from  present  appearances,  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  (if  the  appropriations  are  not  greatly  cur- 
tailed, and  the  revenue  improved,)  not  less,  proba- 
bly, than  ten  millions,  when  the  interest  would  be 
upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars  annually — a  sum 
more  than  equal  to  the  net  revenue  from  the 
public  lands.  The  only  remaining  revenue  is 
derived  from  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country; 
and  on  that,  such  heavy  duties  are  imposed,  that  it 
1$  sinking  under  the  burden.  The  imports  of  the 
last  quarter,  it  is  estimated,  will  be  less  than  nine 
millions  of  dollars— a  falling  off  of  about  two-thirds. 
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compared  with  whai  it  oughl  to  be,  according  to 
the  estimate  made  at  the  last  session  by  those  who 
imposed  the  burden.  But,  as  great  as  it  is,  the 
falling  off  will,  I  understand,  he  still  greater,  from 
present  indications,  durini|the  present  quarter,  and 
yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  we  are  appropriating 
money  as  profusely,  and  projecting  schemes  of  ex- 
penditures as  thoughtlessly,  as  if  the  treasury  were 
full  to  overflowing.  So  great  is  the  indifference, 
that  eyen  the  prostrated  condition  of  the  treasury 
attracts  no  attention.  It  is  scarcely  mentioned  or 
alluded  to.  No  one  seems  to  care  anything  about 
iL  Not  an  inquiry  is  made,  how  the  means  of 
supplying  the  acknowledged  deficit  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent demands  on  the  treasury,  or  to  cover  the  ex- 
traordinary expenditures  which  will  be  incurred 
by  this  measure,  should  it  be  adopted,  is  to  be 
raised.  1  would  ask  its  advocates.  Do  you  propose 
to  borrow  the  funds  necessary  for  its  execution? 
Our  credit  is  already  greatly  impaired,  and  our 
debt  rapidly  increasing;  and  are  you  willing  still 
further  to  impair  the  one,  and  add  to  the  increase 
of  the  other?  Do  you  propose  to  raise  thera  by 
increasing  the  dutiesl  Can  you  hope  to  derive 
additional  revenue  from  such  increase,  when  the 
duties  are  already  so  high  as  not  only  lo  paralyze 
the  commerce,  agriculture,  and  industry  of  the 
country,  but  to  diminish,  to  an  alarming  extent, 
the  revenue  from  the  imports?  Are  you  prepared 
to  lay  a  duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  other  free  arti- 
cles? If  so,  speak  out,  and  tell  your  constituents 
plainly  that  such  is  your  inteniion;  that  money 
must  be  had;  and  that  no  other  source  of  revenue  is 
left,  which  can  be  relied  on,  but  a  tax  on  them.  It 
must  come  to  that;  and  before  we  incur  the  ex- 
pense, it  is  but  fair  that  our  constituents  should 
Know  the  consequence. 

But  we  are  told  the  expense  will  be  small— not  ex- 
ceeding one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Let  us 
not  be  deceived.  What  this  bill  appropriates  is  but 
the  entering  wedge.  Let  it  pass,  and  no  one  can  tell 
what  it  will  cost.  It  will  depend  on  circumstances. 
Under  the  most  favorable,  on  the  supposition  that 
there  will  be  no  resistance  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  it  would  apiount  to  millions;  but  if  she 
should  resist,  and  we  should  make  it  a  question  of 
force,  i  hazard  nothing  in  saying  it  would  subject 
the  country  to  heavier  expenditures,  and  expose  it 
to  greater,  danger,  than  any  measure  which  has 
ever  received  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

Many  and  great  are  the  acts  of  folly  which  we 
have  committed  in  the  management  of  our  finances 
in  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  We  doubled 
our  revenue  when  our  expenditures  were  on  the 
eve  of  being  reduced  one-half  by  the  discharge  of 
the  public  debt.  We  reversed  that  act  of  iolly, 
and  doubled  our  expenditures,  when  the  revenue 
was  in  the  course  of  reduction  under  the  compro- 
mise act.  When  the  joint  effects  of  the  operation 
ofthe  two  had  exhausted  the  treasury,  and  left  the 
Government  without  adequate  means  to  meet  cur- 
rent demands,  by  an  aptitude  in.folly,  unexampled, 
we  selected  that  as  the  fit  moment  to  divest  the 
Government  of  the  revenue  from  the  public  do- 
main, and  to  place  the  entire  burden  of  supporting 
it  on  the  commerce  of  the  country.  And  then,  as 
if  to  consuuMnatt  the  whole,  we  passed  an  act  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session, 'which  bids  fair  to  crip- 
ple effectually  this,  our  only  remaining  source  of 
revenue.  And  now  what  are  we  doing?  Profit- 
ing by  the  disastrous  consequences  of  past  mis* 
management?  Gluite  the  reverse;  committing,  if 
possible,  greater  and  more  dangerous  acts  of  folly 
than  ever.  When  the  Gk>vernm^nt  and  the  coun- 
try are  lying  prostrate  by  this  long  series  of  errors 
an(l  mismanagement;  when  the  public  credit  is 
deeply  impaired;  when  the  people  and  the  States 
are  overwhelmed  by  debt,  and  need  all  their  re- 
sources to  extricate  themselves  from  their  embar- 
rassments,— that  is  the  moment  we  select  to  bring 
forward  a  measure,  which,  on  the  most  favorable 
supposition,  if  adopted,  cannot  fail  to  subject  the 
Government  to  very  heavy  expenditures,  even 
should  events  take  the  most  favorable  turn;  and 
may— no,  that  is  not  strong  enough— would  prob- 
ably subject  it  to  greater  than  it  ever  has  heretofore 
been.  Where  would  the  Government  find  re- 
sources to  meet  them?  Not  in  its  credit,  for  that 
would  be  extinct.  Not  in  the  impost,  for  that  is 
already  overburdened.  Not  in  internal  taxes;  the 
indebted  condition  of  the  States  forbids  that.  More 
than  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union  are  in  debt; 
many  deeply— and  "several  even  beyond  their  means 
of  payment.  They  require  every  cent  of  the  sur- 
*^^"i^  means  of  their  citizens,  whicn  can  be  reached 
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by  taxes,  to  meet  their  own  debts.  Under  such  a 
state  of  things,  this  Government  could  not  impose 
internal  taxes  to  any  considerable  amount,  witnoul 
bankrupting  the  indebted  States,  or  crushing  their 
citizens.  What  would  follow,  should  the  Govern- 
ment be  compelled,  in  conseouence  of  this  meas- 
ure, to  resort  to  such  taxes,  1  shall  not  undertake  to 
trace.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  all  preceding  disasters, 
as  great  as  they  are,  which  followed  the  preceding 
acts  of  folly,  would  be  as  nothing  compared  to  the 
overwhelmmg  calamities  which  would  follow  this. 
Our  system  might  sink  undei  the  shock. 

If,  Senators,  you  would  hearken  to  the  voice  of 
one  who  has  some  experience,  and  no  other  desire 
but  to  see  the  coimtry  free  and  prosperous,  I  would 
say.  Direct  your  eyes  to  the  fiinances.  There,  at 
present,  the  danger  lies.  Restore,  without  delay, 
the  equilibrium  between  revenue  and  expenditures, 
which  has  done  so  much  to  destroy  our  credit^  and 
derange  the  whole  fabric  of  the  Government.  If 
that  should  not  be  done,  the  Government  and  coun- 
try will  be  involved,  ere  long,  in  overwhelming 
difficulties.  Cherish  the  revenue  from  the  lands 
and  the  imports.  They  are  our  legitimate  sources 
of  revenue.  When  the  period  arrives— come  when 
it  n^y — that  this  Government  will  be  compelled 
to  resort  to  internal  taxes  for  its  support  in  time  of 
peace,  it  will  mark  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
dangerous  stages  through  which  it  is  destined  to 
pass.  If  it  should  be  a  period  like  the  present — 
when  the  States  are  deeply  la  debt,  and  need  all 
their  internal  resources  to  meet  their  own  engage- 
ments— it  may  prove  fatal;  and  yet  it  would  seem 
as  if  systematic  efforts  are,  and  have  been,  ma^ 
king  for  some  time,  to  bring  it  about  at  this  critical 
and  dangerous  period.  To  this,  all  our  financial 
measures  tend,— the  giving  away  the  public  lands; 
the  crushing  of  the  customs  by  high  protective, 
and,  in  many  instances,  prohibitory  duties;  the 
adoption  of  hazardous  and  expensive  measures  of 
policy,  like  the  present;  and  the  creation  of  a  pub- 
lic debt,  without  an  effort  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
tures. How  it  is  all  to  end,  time  only  can  dis- 
close. 

But,  if  our  finances  were  in  ever  so  flourishing  a 
state;  if  the  political  condition  of  the  country  were 
as  strong  av  it  could  be  made  by  an  administration 
standing  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  dominant  party; 
and  if  our  population  haa  reached  the  point  where 
we  could  successfully  assert  and  maintain  onr 
claim  against  the  adverse  claim  of  Great  Britain, 
there  would  still  remain  a  decisive  objection  to  this 
bill.  The  mode  in  which  it  proposes  to  do  it  is  in- 
defensible. If  we  are  displei!!«ea  with  the  existing 
arrangement,  which  leaves  the  territory  free  and 
open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  coun- 
tries; if  we  are  of  the  opinion  it  operates  practi- 
cally to  our  disadvantage,  or  that  the  time  has  ar- 
rived when  we  ought  to  assert  and  carry  into  effect 
our  claim  of  exclusive  sovereignty  over  the  terri- 
tory, the  treaty  provides  expressly  fur  the  case.  It 
authorizes  either  party,  by  flfiving  a  year's  notice,  to 
terminate  its  existence  whenever  it  pleases,  and 
without  giving  reasons.  Why  has  not  this  bill 
conformed  to  this  express  and  plain  provision? 
Why  should  it  undertake  to  assert  our  exclusive 
ownership  to  the  whole  territory,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  tre^?  Why  should  it,  with  what  we  all 
believe  to  be  a  good  title  on  our  part,  involve  the 
country  in  a  controversy  about  the  violation  oi  the 
treaty,  in  which  a  large  portion  fif  not  a  majority) 
of  the  body  believe  that  we  would  be  in  the  wrong, 
when  the  treaty  itself  might  so  easily,  and  in  so 
short  a  time,  be  terminated  by  our  own  act,  and 
the  charge  of  its  violation  be  avoided?  Can 
any  satistactory  reason  be  given  to  these  ques- 
tions? I  ask  the  author  of  the  measure,  and 
its  wai^m  advocates,  for  an  answer.  None  has 
bee^  given  yet;  and  none,  I  venture  to  assert, 
will  be  attempted.  I  can  imagine  but  one  an- 
swer that  can  be  gsven — ihat  there  are  those 
who  will  vote  for  the  bill,  that  would  not  vote 
to  give  notice,  under  the  delusive  hope  that  we 
may  assert  our   exclusive  ownership,    and   take 

Sossession,  without  violating  the  treaty,  or  en- 
angering  the  peace  of  the  country.  Their  aim 
is,  to  have  all  the  benefit  of  the  treaty,  with- 
out being  subject  to  its  restrictions;  an  aim  in  di- 
rect conflict  with  the  only  object  of  the  treaty— to 
prevent  conflict  between  tnetwo  countries,  by  Keep- 
ing the  question  of  ownership  or  sovereignty  in 
abeyance  till  the  question  of  boundary  can  be  set- 
tled. That  such  is  the  object,  appears  to  be  admit- 
ted by  all,  except  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
[Mr.  WoonauBT,]  whose  argument,  I  must  say, 


Senate. 

with  all  deference  for  him,  was,  on  that  poinrvrn, 
unsatisfactory .    The  other  advocates  of  ihc  bill  a 
cordingly,    admit   that  a  grant  of  land«  .oi^ 
grants  settling  in  the  territory,  to  take  tffta  nmi 
diately,  would  be  a  violation  ofthe  treaif  bat  cm! 
tend  that  a  promise  to  grant  hereafter  woildDttbi 
The  distinction  is,  no  doubt,  satistactory  toihoscwho 
make  it;  but  how  can  they  rationally  expeet  it  vitib^ 
satisfactory  to  the  British  Gk)verDment  when  *o 
large  a  portion  of  the  Senate  believe  that  th«re  ^ 
no  distinction  between  a  grant  and  a  prmite  u 
grant  lands,  as  it  relates  to  the  treaty,  and  bold  om 
to  be  as  much  a  violation  of  it  as  the  otherl  w! 
may  be  assured  that  the  British  Governmem  viu 
look  to  the  intention  of  the  bill;  and,  in  doio?  so 
will  see  that  its  object  is  to  assert  oor  exclasi?e 
claim  of  sovereignty  over  the  entire  territory  anioa 
their  adverse  claim,  and  will  shape  their  ronrse 
accordingly.    Our  nice  distinction  betireen  actoal 
grants  and  the  promise  to  grant  will  not  be  noticed 
They  will  see  m  it  the  subveision  ofthe  ohjeci  for 
which  the  treaty  was  iormed,and  take  their  measures 
to  counteract  it.    The  result  will  be,  that,  instead  of 
gaining  the  advantage  aimed  at,  we  shall  not  onlr 
lose  the  advantages  of  the  treaty,  but  be  invol?ed  in 
the  serious  charge  of  having  violated  iis  prorisioas. 

I  am  not.  however,  of  opinion  that  Qreat  Britain 
would  declare  war  against  us.  If  I  mistake  not 
she  is  under  the  direction,  at  this  time,  of  those 
who  are  too  sagacious  and  prudent  to  take  thai 
course.  She  would  probably  consider  the  treatr 
at  an  end,  and  take  possession  adverse  to  us,  if  not 
of  the  whole  territory:  at  least  to  the  Colnmbia 
river.  She  would,  at  li^e  same  time,  take  care  to 
command  that  river  by  a  strong  fortification, 
manned  by  a  respectable  garrison,  and  leave  it 
to  us  to  decide  whether  we  shall  acquiesce,  or 
negotiate,  or  attempt  to  dislodge  her.  To  acquiesce 
under  such  circumstances,  would  be  a  vinual  sur- 
render of  the  territory;  to  negotiate  with  advene 
and  forcible  possession  against  us,  would  be  almost 
as  hopeless;  and  to  dislodge  her  at  present,  woold, 
as  has  been  shown,  be  impracticable. 

Such,. in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  probable  ^^ 
suit,  should  this  bill  be  passed.  It  would  place  ns, 
in  every  respect,  in  a  situation  far  less  eligible  than 
at  present.  The  occupation  of  British  subjects  in 
the  territory,  as  things  now  stand,  is  by  permissiun, 
under  positive  treaty  stipulation,  and  cannot  ripen 
into  a  title,  as  it  was  supposed  it  would  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois.  [Mr.  McRoBEaTS.] 

But  if  their  occupancy  was  ad  verse,  (as  it  would  be, 
should  this  measure  be  adopted,)  and  Great  Britain 
should  resist,  then  his  argument  would  besound.and 
have  great  force.  In  that  case,  the  necessity  of  taking 
some  decl>ive  step,  on  our  lasul,  to  secure  oar 
rights,  would  be  imperious.  Delay  would  then,  in* 
deed,  be  dangerous.  But  as  it  is,  no  length  of 
time  can  confer  a  title  against  us;  and  it  is  that, 
considering  what  advantage  Great  Britain  bis 
over  us  at  present,  either  to  take  or  hold  pos- 
session, which  ought  to  give  to  the  treaty  great 
value  in  our  estimation.  It  is  a  wise  maxim  te 
let  well-enough  alone.  We  can  do  Utile  at 
presem  to  better  our  condition.  Even  the  occu- 
pation and  improvement  by  British  subjects,  against 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  will,  in  ibe  end, 
if  we  act  wisely,  be  no  disadvantage.  Neither  can 
give  any  claim  against  us  when  the  time  comes  to 
assert  our  rights,  if  we  abide  faithfully  by  the  treaty. 
They  are  but  preparing  the  country  for  our  recep- 
tion; and  should  their  improvements  and  cultiva* 
tion  be  extended,  it  would  only  enable  us  to  take 
possession  with  more  ease  if  it  should  ever  become 
necessary  to  assert  our  claims  by  force;  which  I  do 
not  think  probable,  if  we  shall  have  the  wisdom  to 
avoid  hasty  and  precipitate  action,  and  leave  tbe 
question  to  the  certain  operation  of  time. 

In  conclusion,  I  might  appeal  to  the  authority  of 
the  preceding  Administrations  from  1816  to  the 
present  time,  in  support  of  the  views  I  have  taken. 
On  what  other  supposition  can  it  be  explained, 
that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Moaroe  should  as- 
sent to  the  treaty  of  that  year,  which  left  tbe  terri- 
tory open  and  free  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
the  two  countries  for  the  period  of  ten  yetral  Or 
that  of  Mr.  Adams  shoulcl  revive  it,  with  the  pro- 
vision, that  either  might  terminate  it  by  fiviag 
one  year's  noticel  Or,  still  more  emphatically, 
how  can  it  be  explained,  that  with  this  rigbt  of 
terminating  the  treaty',  the  Administration  ofOen^ 
ral  Jackson,  and  that  of  his  snccespor,  should,  for 
the  period  of  twelve  yejrs,  acquiesce  in  it,  but  on 
the  conviction  it  was  the  best  arrangement  whkb 
could  be  made,  and  that  any  change  or  moveoest 
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on  oar  part  would  bat  render  oar  sitaation  worse 
instead  of  better,  in  relation  to  the  territoryl  It 
cannot  be  said  that  the  present  is  a  more  fa^rorable 
period  to  assert  oar  ezclasive  right,  than  daring 
either  of  the  preceding  Administrations.  The  re- 
verse is  the  fact,  it  is,  in  every  view,  far  less  fa- 
vorable than  either,  and  especially  than  that  of 
Qeneral  Jackson,  when  the  treasury  was  over- 
flowing, and  the  head  of  the  Administration  pos- 
sessed greater  influence  and  power  than  any  ouier 
Chief  Magistrate  that  ever  presided  over  the 
country.  That,  if  ever,  was  the  time  to  assert  oar 
exclusive  ownership;  )>anicularly  as  those  who  are 
so  earnestly  pressing  it  on  the  Qovemment  were 
then  in  power,  and  would  have  been  responsible 
for  its  execution.  How  is  it  to  be  explained,  that 
they  were  then  so  passive  and  are  now  so  urgent 
for  the  passage  of  this  bilU 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Archer] 
will  pi^vaii,  and  the  bill  be  reterred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  The  subject  is 
one  of  great  imporunce  and  delicacy,  and  ought 
to  be  carefully  examined  by  the  appropriate  organ 
of  the  body.  Should  it  be  referred,  I  trust  the 
committee  will  report  amendments  to  strike  out 
all  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which,  by  any  rear 
sonable  interpretation,  might  be  regarded  to  be  in 
conflict  with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between 
the  two  countries,  or  which  might  incur  any  con- 
siderable expense  in  the  present  exhausted  con- 
dition of  the  treasury.  As  at  pjresent  advised,  I 
am  not  indisposed  to  the  provision,  it  properly 
guarded,  which  proposes  to  extend  our  jurisdiction 
over  our  citizens  in  the  territory.  It  ought  not, 
however,  to  be  carried  farther  than  the  provisions 
ol  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1821.  I  am  opposed  to 
holding  out  temptation  to  our  citizens  to  emigrate 
to  a  region  where  we  cannot,  at  present,  protect 
them;  bat  if  there  be  any  who  may  choose  to  emi- 
grate, I  would  be  far  from  opposing  them;  and  am 
anwiiling  that  they  should  lose,  by  emigration, 
personally  the  benefit  of  our  jurisdiction  and 
laws. 

I  have  now  said  what  I  intended  in  reference  to 
this  bill;  and  shall  conclude  by  noticing  some  re- 
marks which  fell  from  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Ijnn]  who  introduced  it.  When  he 
first  addressed  the  Senate,  in  reply  to  my  former 
remarks,  he  spoke  agood  deal  about  opposition 
and  injostice  to  the  West,  and  referred  to  some  of 
the  acts  of  the  Government  at  an  early  date,  which 
he  supposed  partook  of  that  character.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  he  intended  it;  but  his  remarks  were 
calculated  to  make  the  impression  (taken  in  con* 
nexion  with  the  time  and  subject)  that  he  regarded 
the  <x>position  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  ori- 
finatug  in  unfriendly  feelings  to  the  West.  But 
u  he  so  regards  it,  and  if  he  intended  to  apply  hit 
remarks  to  me,  I  would  appeal  to  my  acts  to  repel 
the  unjust  imputation. 

fHere  Mr.  Linn  disclaimed  any  intention  of  at- 
tributing to  Mr.  Cai<boun  hostile  or  unkind  feel- 
ings to  the  West] 

Mr.  Calhoun.  I  am  happy  to  hear  the  disclaim- 
er of  the  Senator.  I  felt  assured  he  could  not  have 
intended  to  do  me  so  much  injustice  as  to  attribute 
to  me  the  slightest  hostility  to  the  West.  No  one 
knows  better  than  he  does  that  my  opposition  to 
the  bill  originates  in  public  considerations,  free 
from  all  local  feelings,  and  that  my  general  views 
of  policy  have  ever  been  friendly,  and  even 
liberal,  towards  the  West;  but  as  there  are  others 
not  so  familiar  with  my  course  in  reference  to  that 
great  and  erowing  section,  I  deem  it  proper  to 
avail  mvself  of  the  opportunity  briefly  to  allude  to 
it,  in  order  to  repel  any  improper  imputation  which 
may  be  attempted  to  be  attributed  to  me,  from  any 
quarter,  on  account  of  my  course  on  the  present 
occasion. 

I  go  back  to  the  time  when  I  was  at  the  head  of 
the  War  I>fepartment.  At  that  early  period  I  turn- 
ed my  attention  particularly  to  the  interest  of  the 
West.  I  saw  that  it  required  increased  security  to 
its  long  line  of  frontier,  and  greater  facility  for  car- 
rying on  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  in  that 
quarter,  and  to  enable  it  to  develop  its  resources— 
especially  that  of  its  fur-trade.  To  give  the 
required  security,  I  ordered  a  much  larger  por- 
tion of  the  army  to  that  frontier;  and  to  af- 
ford facility  and  protection  for  carrying  on  the 
fur-trade,  the  military  posts  were  nooved  much 
higher  up  the  Missiaippi  and  Missouri  rivers. 
Under  the  increased  security  and  facility  which 
these  measures  afforded,  th^  fur-trade  received  a 


great  impulse.  It  extended  across  the  continent,  in 
a  short  time,  to  the  Pacific,  and  north  and  south  to 
the  British  and  the  Mexican  frontiers  yielding  in  a 
few  years,  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
rMr.  Linn,]  half  a  million  of  dollars  annually. 
Bat  I  stopped  not  there.  I  saw  that  individual  en- 
terprise on  our  part,  however  great,  could  not  suc- 
cessfully compete  with  the  powerful  incorporated 
Canadian  and  Hudson  Bay  Companies,  and  that 
additional  measures  were  necessary  to  secure  per- 
manently our  fur-trade.  For  that  purpose.  I  pro- 
posed to  establish  a  post  still  higher  up  the  Mis- 
souri, at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  river,  and 
to  give  such  unity  and  efficieDcy  to  our  intercourse 
and  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  between  our  West- 
ern frontier  and  the  Pacific  ocean  as  would  enable 
our  citizens  engaged  in  the  fur-trade  to  compete 
successfully  with  the  British  traders.  Had  the 
measures  proposed  been  adopted,  we  would  na 
now  have  to  listen  to  the  complaint,  so  frequently 
uttered  in  this  discussion,  of  tne  loss  of  that  trade. 

But  that  is  not  all.  I  might  appeal  to  a  measure 
more  recent,  and  still  more  strongly  illustrative  of 
the  liberal  feelings  which  have  ever  influenced  me, 
whenever  the  interest  of  the  West  was  concerned. 
I  refer  to  the  bill  relating  to  the  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  lying  within  the  new  States,  which  I 
introduced,  some  time  since.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  I  looked  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  Union  in 
introducing  that  measure;  but  it  is  not  the  less  so 
that  it  would,  if  it  should  become  a  law,  more  es- 
pecially benefit  the  West.  In  doing  that,  I  ex- 
posed myself,  in  my  own  section,  to  the  imputation 
of  seeking  the  friendship  of  the  West — as  I  do, 
on  this  occasion,  to  that  of  hostility  towards  that 
^reat  and  growing  section.  As  the  hazard  of  the 
former  could  not  deter  me  from  doing  my  duty 
then,  so  that  of  the  latter  cannot  from  doing  my 
duty  now.  The  same  sense  of  duty  which  on  that 
occasion  iDopelled  me  to  support  a  measure  in 
which  the  West  was  peculiarly  interested,  at  the 
hazard  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  my  own 
section,  because  I  believed  it  calculated  to  promote 
the  interest  of  the  whole, — impels  me  on  this  oc* 
casion  to  oppose  this  measure,  at  the  hazard  of  dis- 

f  leasing  the  West,  because  1  believe,  in  so  doing, 
not  only  promote  the  interest  of  the  Union  gen- 
erally, bq^  that  of  the  West  especially. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  C.  BROWN, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
hi  ike  House  of  Representaiivti^  February  3,  1843— 
On  a  motion  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  officers  of 
the  navy,  and  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr. 
White  of  Indiana,  in  defence  of  the  Whig 
party. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  said  he  had  tried  re- 
peatedly,  for  the  last  two  or  three  days,  to  get  the 
floor,  to  give  his  views  on  the  subject  of  the  navy 
generallv;  but  at  that  late  hour,  when  the  hands  of 
tne  clocK  had  nearly  reached  the  point  at  which  all 
debate  must  cease,  under  the  arbitrary  rules  of  the 
majority,  he  would  leave  all  he  had  purposed  to  say 
to  some  more  convenient  season,  if  any  such  should 
come,  and  only  refer  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
particularly  interested  those  he  immediately  repre- 
sented— the  Philadelphia  navy  yard;  and  give  the 
rest  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Wmra]  and  the  Whig  party,  which 
had  been  thus  thrust  upon  the  House  out  of  season, 
apparently  for  the  sole  purpose  of  talking  up  the 
sinking--^or  sunken — fortunes  of  Whigery. 

The  Navy  Department  had  asked  for  an  appro- 
priation of  S38,O0O  to  put  the  Philadelphia  navy 
yard  in  a  proper  situation;  $24,000  of  which  was  to 
extend  the  wharves  into  the  deep  water  of  the 
river— a  work,  the  department  said,  of  ^'indispensa- 
ble  necessity;"  and  yet  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  stricken  out  all  the  latter  item,  and  only 

Provided  for  a  few  small  repairs,  to  the  amount  of 
4,000.  While  they  had  thus  treated  the  Philadel- 
p^ia  yard,  the  committee  had  appropriated  to  the 
Portsmouth  navy-yard  the  sum  of  $40,411 — 
all  that  the  department  asked;  and  asked  by 
it  not  as  indispensably  wcessarif^  but  as  the 
sum  that  could  be  profitably  laid  out  in  per- 
manent improvements — not  works  of  indispen- 
sable necessity.  For  the  Boston  navj-yard 
$64,371  had  also  bren  appropriated — ^two-thirds  of 
the  whole  sum  asked  by  the  department.  And  for 
whati  Why,  "boundary  walls'*  and  "additional 
store-houses,"  &c.,  not  at  all  of  "indispensable  ne- 
t  cessi^/'  as  was  the  appropriation  asked  and  re- 


fused to  the  Philadelphia  yard.  Bo  with  the  New 
York  vard.  The  committee  had  appropriated 
mO,dOO  to  this  yard,  when  the  department,  in 
its  report,  states  that  "  the  uncertainty  of  a  per- 
manent location  within  the  waters  of  New  York 
had  prevented^this  point  from  being  settled."  Forty 
thousand  dollars  to  be  thrown  away,  probably! 
Such  manifest  partiality  and  injustice  ought  to  be 
rebuked  by  the  Hous^  and  he  hoped  that,  when 
the  proper  time  came,  the  House  would  insert  in 
the  bill  the  amount  shown  by  the  department  to  be 
of  "indispensable  necessity"  lor  the  Philadelphia 
navy  yard.  Such  treatment  as  that  yard  bad  had 
firom  the  Government,  was  an  insult  to  those  among 
whom  it  was  located. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  WmrE.]  with 
whom  he  had  to  deal  (said  Mr.  B.)  for  tne  re- 
maining time  allowed  him,  took  the  floor  about  two 
hours  before  the  time  That  was  fixM  by  his  vote, 
and  that  of  his  party,  that  all  debate  upon  the  bill 
mnst  stop.  He  was  one  of  the  boasted  reformers  of 
the  House;  one  of  those  who  claim  to  have  reform- 
ed its  manners  and  habits,  by  the  introduction  of 
rules  to  gag  the  mouths  of  its  members;  and  that 
gentleman,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  and  his  vot^  and  his 
speeches,  were  fair  samples  of  the  Whig  party 
and  their  reforms.  He  nad  spoken  his  hour,  or 
nearly  so.  The  subject  was  an  amendment,  pro- 
posed b^  one  of  his  Whig  friends,  to  retrench  the 
expenditure  of  the  Government  some  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  annually;  and  how  mnch  of 
the  gentleman's  speech  went  to  show  the  necessity 
or  propriety  of  that  retrencbmenti  Not  one  word! 
He  never  alluded  to  the  navy  bill-*a  bill  appropria- 
ting nearly  ten  millions  of  dollais^nor  to  the 
amendment  that  proposed  to  lessen  that  appropriar 
tion  some  hundreds  of  thousands !  These  suogecls 
were  either  above  or  beneath  his  notice.  He  eould 
seenothingbut  the  Whig  party — its  hopes  and  its 
fears.  His  speech  was  all  iibout  president-making. 
And  vet  he  was  one  of  those  who  had  talked,  and 
woula  talk  the  loudest,  about  retrenchment  and  re- 
form—and had  boasted,  and  would  boast,  how  they 
had  prevented  a  waste  of  the  public  time  and  the 
public  money  in  useless  debates  upon  that  floor.  As 
It  had  been,  and  was,  with  the  gentleman  from  Indi* 
ana,  so  had  it  been,  and  so  would  it  be,  with  the 
whole  Whig  party.  They  were  all  promise—all 
boast— but  no  performance.  If  it  were  not  for  the  gag 
rules  they  had  adopted,  and  the  worse  than  use* 
less  waste  of  words  of  the  Whigs  in  debate,  some 
reform  might  be  made — some  retrenchment  expect- 
ed. On  this  very  navy  bill,  if  a  proper  discussion 
could  be  had,  a  large  sum  would  most  probably 
be  thus  saved.  But  as  it  was,  the  committee 
and  the  House  would  be  obliged,  from  the  time 
wasted  b^  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  and  his 
Whig  fnends  in  party  slang-whanging,  to  strike  in 
the  dark,  or  vote  for  It  all  without  knowing  where- 
ibre  or  why.  And  who  was  to  blame  for  all  this? 
The  House  had  a  Whie  Speaker,  and  the  oommit- 
tee  a  Whig  chairman,  who  were  responsible  for  all 
irrelevant  debate.  These,  and  the  Whig  rules  of 
the  House,  had  made  it  anything  but  a  deliberative 
assemblage  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  There  never  had  been,  (Mr.  B.  said,) 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  a  House  of 
Representatives  so  disorderly,  or  one  that  had  in* 
dolged  in  so  much  criminating  and  recriminating 
debate— and  that,  too,  by  Whigs  upon  Whigs. 
Day  afler  day  had  he  and  the  other  Democratic 
members  sat  in  silence  and  sorrow,  listening  to 
one  Whig  member  abusing,  ridicdling.  and  revi- 
ling another;  and  one  afler  another,  by  dozens,  abu« 
sin^,  ridiculing,  and  reviling  the  President  of  the 
United  States— that  President  that  their  votes  had 
elected.    And  that  was  what  they  called  reform ! 

Mr.  King  here  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  explain. 

Mr.  BaowN.  No;  the  gentleman  had  said  nothing, 
and  therefore  had  nothing  to  explain;  and  he  would 
not  yield  the  floor  at  that  late  hour  to  any  unf!  who 
had  voted  to  stop  all  explanations  on  a  bill  so 
important  at  so  short  a  time. 

Mr.  Km  a  said  he  had  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  Brown.  Had  not  the  gentleman  vote  for  the 
'*rule,"  by  which  discussion  might  be  stopped  by 
his  friends  whenever  they  pleased)  fTo  which, 
Mr.  Kino  made  no  reply.]  Then,  said  Mr.  Brown, 
the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia  had  put  a  loaded  gun 
into  the  hands  of  madmen,  and  ne  ought  not  to 
complain  when  he  was  shot  down  by  its  discharge. 

[Mr.  Kino  sat  down  amidst  general  laughter,  and 
cries  of  good!  goodlj 

Mr.  Brown  continued.  The  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  and  his  Whig  firiends  in  the  House  and  out 
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of  it,  complained  that  (he  President  had  thwarted 
all  their  plans,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
people  to  elect  another  Whig  President  and  Con- 

fress,  before  all  the  great  reforms  and  relief  they 
ad  promised  the  people  in  1840  could  be  accoai- 
pUshed;  and  laid  down,  as  the  means  of  their  ac- 
complishment, and  as  the  Whig  creed,  the  "distri- 
botion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands," 
a  "protective  tariff,"  and  a  "national  bank."  With- 
out noiicine  the  gentleman's  crude  conception  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  or  his 
misrepresentations  of  some  of  its  prominent  men  and 
■measures,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  with  what 
face  he  [Mr.  WnrrE]  could  go  before  his  constitu- 
ents, or  the  people  of  the  united  States,  and  ask 
them  to  trust  him  and  his  Whig  friends  with  power 
again,  when  they  had  abused,  and  were  abusing 
so  shamefully,  the  trusts  already  reposed  in  them. 
He  was  willing  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  op- 
position of  the  President  to  their  bank  and  distri- 
bution they  had  proposed;  and  how  would  their 
account  then  stand)  Had  they  not  distributed  the 
poor  pittance  of  the  sales  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  landsl  When  the  General  Government  was 
borrowing  monev  to  meet  and  pay  iheir  Whig  ap- 
propriations, had  they  not  sent  the  land  revenue  to 
all  the  States  that  would  receive  itl  And  yet  what 
State  had  been  benefited  by  ill  Had  it  increased 
the  value  of  any  of  their  stocksl  or  reduced  any  of 
their  taxest 

Had  they  not  passed  a  "protective  tariff  r'  And 
what  good  had  it  done!  [Here  a  member  said,  in 
an  under  tone,  "And  you  voted  for  it."]  Yes,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  I  did  vote  for  it— and  as  an  honest  politi- 
cian, too.  1  did  not  approve  of  the  bill,  nor  did.  I 
believe  that  it  would  relieve  the  oppression  under 
which  labor  and  productive  capital  and  industry 
were  suffering.  Though  it  could  do  no  good,  I 
thought  it  could  do  liule  or  no  harm.  In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  country  and  the  world,  I  did  not 
think  the  importation  or  exportation  could  be  very 
much  diminished  or  enlarged  by  a  tariff  of  any 
kind.  But  if  anything  was  calculated  to  diminish 
both,  it  was  just  such  a  tariff  as  was  passed;  and  it 
certainly  had  not  enlarged  the  market  lor  American 
produce  abroad,  or  increased  its  price  at  home. 

He  voted  for  it  on  another  account.  Petitions 
were  circulated  through  a  part  of  his  district,  and 
manufacturers  and  politicians  had  raised  the  cry 
that  all  the  depression  of  the  times  was  owing  to  a 
reduced  tariff;  and  that  if  a  high  tarifl'  was  laid 
all  would  be  prosperous  again  in  a  single-day.  And 
yet,  what  had  been  the  consequencel  The  tariff  was 
no  sooner  laid,  than  the  wages  of  many  of  the  ope- 
ratives had  been  rcduced^nd  many  turned  out  of 
employment  altogether.  To  resist  the  low  wages 
offered  by  the  manufacturers  to  the  operatives,  a 
war  had  been  going  on  in  his  district,  and  the  ad- 
joininff  one,  ever  since  the  tariff  bill  had  been 
passed. 

He  had  voted  for  it  on  still  another  account. 
He  wished  the  Whig  party  to  carry  out  all  their 
projects  of  government  that  would  not  entail  last- 
ing injury  upcHi  the  country.  Temporary  derange- 
ment of  the  functions  of  the  Government  wonld  be 
more  than  compensated  by  the  experience  they 
would  bring  with  them.  A  year  or  two  of  slight 
suffering  would  be  well  repaid  by  the  reluming 
sober  sense  and  second  thought  of  the  American 
people,  and  the  utter  prostration  of  all  Whig 
humbugs  for  the  next  twenty  years. 

The  tariff  itself  had  been  the  best  argument  that 
could  be  offered  against  its  oppressive  and  pro- 
hibitory features.  It  had  failed  to  increase  the 
revenue,  or  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  actual  distribution  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  like  the  tariff,  had  demonstrated  its 
entire  inadeouacy  to  accomplish  what  its  authors 
led  the  public  mind  to  anticipate.  The  bank- 
rupt jaw   had   worked  so   badly,   that   its  Whig 

makers  badal ready  almost  unanimously  condemned 
It;  and  such,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  have  been  the 

casewithanationalbank,  if  one  had  been  made 
It  would  most  likely  have  died  in  its  birth.    But 
had  it  gone  into  operation,  it  wonld  have  failed  to 
benefit  the  country,  though  it  might  have  accommo- 
dated a  few  favorites. 

He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  what 
It  was  they  expected  from  a  national  banki  He 
asked  this,  as  it  was  the  only  Whig  measure  not 
earned  into  effect  by  this  Congress;  and  as  it  was 
S^T.t^f  fonh  as  the  leading  article  of  their  faith, 
and  their  last  hope  in  their  fiiture  conte$ts  for  pow' 


er.  Was  it  to  loan  monev  to  politicians,  or  politi- 
cal newspaper  editors'}  Or  was  it  to  regulate  the 
exchanges,  and  furnish  a  na  ional  currencyl  These 
last  they  held  out  to  the  people  as  the  objects  to 
be  attained  by  a  national  bank. 

For  himself,  Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  want  any 
other  regulation  of  the  exchanges,  nor  any  other 
national  currency,  from  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, than  gold  and  silver  coin — ^this  was  the  best, 
and  only   true  regulator  of  exchanges — the   only 
true  national  currency.      But  if  the  Whigs  hon- 
estly wanted  the  exchanges  regulated  by  the  Gene- 
ra} Government,  had  not  the   President  offered 
them  full  and  adequate  means  in   the  exchequer? 
Would  not  that  regulate  all  the  exchanges  at  the 
public  expense  and  riski    And  did  not  the  Presi- 
dent's exchequer  offer  to  them  a  sufiScientlv  large 
paper  currency   alsol     Three   dollars  of  paper 
for  one  of  gold  and    silver!     Would  not   that 
give  them  paper  money  enougbl    He  thought  the 
exchequer  might  have  satisfied  their  largest   de- 
sires— their  most* insatiate  appetites  for  paper  mon- 
ey.   But  they  rejected  it,  not  because  it  would 
not  regulate  the  exchanges,  or  give  them  a  nation- 
al currency;  but  because  it  was  not  their  favorite 
corporation— a  bank.    Would-  they  tell  the  people 
that  a  currency  based  upon  the   revenues,   the 
property,  the  faith  of  the  nation,  was  not  good 
enough — not  so  good  as  that  issued  by  a  corpora- 
tion?   Or  would  they  tell  the  people  \hBX.  President 
Tyler  had  defeated  all  their  efforts  to  give  them 
a  regulator  of  exchanges,  a  maker  of  currency, 
wl^en  they  had  thus  rejected  his  offered  boon?   It 
would  seem,  however,  that  there  was  to  be  no  "loop 
to  hang  a  doubt  upon"  in  their  future  party  ar- 
rangements—no Whig  skulking  in  the  next  pres- 
idential campaign— (if  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  was  to  be  taken  as  their  rule  of  ac- 
tion)—no  more   Tylerism — no  concealments — ^no 
"generous  confidence,"  as  in   1840;  all  was  to  be 
open,  defined,  and  foreordained;  he  who  would  be 
a  Whig,  must  be  "every  inch  a  Whig,"  and  shout, 
at  the  top  of  his  bent,  hosannas  to  a  bank !  He  must 
be  for  a  oank,  and  a  bank  only,  as  fit  to  be  the  treas- 
ury, hold  the  money,  make  the  currency,  and,  in  fact, 
govern  these  United  States.   The  only  cry  that  was 
to  )t)e  allowed  or  heard  throughout  the  Whig  camp, 
was  to  be  bank !  bank !  bank !    Let  the  appeal  be 
made,  (said  Mr.  B.)  and  he  had  no  fear  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  people  upon  it. 

All  the  measures  matured  or  proposed  in  this  Con- 
.gress,  that  had  thus  iar  marked  the  course  of  the 
Whig  dynasty,  had  only  tended  to  their  destruction. 
They  had  been  sinking  deeper  and  deeper  at  every 
step  they  had  taken  in  the  accomplishment  of  their 
party  objects,  until  the  whole  country  had  repu- 
diatefl  them.  Defeat  after  defeat,  from  the  opening 
of  the  extra  session,  had  everywhere  fixea  upon 
them^and  their  course,  the  deepest  and  darkest  con- 
demnation. [A  member  here  said:  "What  of  the 
late  Georgia  election  1"]  Ay,  (said  Mr.  B.)  and 
what  of  the  late  Georgia  election  %  The  Whigs 
had  elected  a  member  for  some  six  weeks — a  single 
member  to  serve  out  the  tail  end  of  a  session;  and 
that  was  all  that  had  been  saved  from  the  wreck 
of  their  whole  reign;  and  that  had  been  trumpeted 
from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other  as  a  "glorious 
Whig  victory !"  At  the  election  for  members  to 
the  next  Congress  some  sixty-eight  thousand  votes 
were  polled,  and  the  Whigs  were  defeated.  .  They 
were  told  that  that  defeat  was  owing  to  General 
Apathy !  At  the  late  election  for  a  single  member, 
to  serve  but  for  six  weeks  in  a  Whig  Congress, 
only  about  forty-five  thousand  votes  were  polled,  and 
that  was  called  a  "glorious  Whig  victory."  But  who 
achieved  that  victory  1  Was  it  not  that  same  general 
that  defeated  them  before— General  Apathy?  It  was 
a  victory;  but  it  appeared  it  was  won  for  them  by 
General  Apathy  nghting  for  them,  instead  of 
against  them.  And  what  a  Whig  victory !  Would 
the  member  elected,  or  any  other  Georgia  Whig 
member,  rise  in  his  place  and  tell  the  House  and 
the  country  to  which  of  the  Whig  measures  of  this 
Congress  that  victory  was  to  be  attributedl  Was 
it  the  distribution  lawl  Was  it  the  bankrupt  lawl 
Was  it  the  tariff!  Had  the  people  of  Georgia 
so  fallen  in  kjve  with  any  or  all  of  these  Whig 
laws,  that  they  had  taken  Whigery  again  into 
their  erabracesi  Or  did  they  elect  the  member 
from  Georgia  to  carry  out  further  and  more  fully 
the  Whig  .doctrines  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana— distribution,  high  tariff,  and  a 
banki  He  had  notob:^e^ved  how  the  new  member 
fron^  Q^orgia  had  voted;  but  he  much  mistook  the 
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Whigs  of  Georgia  if  such  were  the  iascriptjoos « 
their  banner  at  the  late  "glorious  victory  "V^ 

Now,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a  few  words  on  ihe  soh. 

jcct  of  retreochnaent  generally,  and  thai  prapwS 

particularly  by  the  amendment  under  consiW 

tion,  and  he  had  done.    That  was  the  most  xi^x 

of  all  the  party  war-cries  of  the  Wtiigs  \x!\m 

*' Retrenchment  and  reform!"  was  every whcrcX 

first  and  last  notes  sounded  on  their  bogb-  ani 

now,  aner  they  had  been  ruling  in  those 'baUs 

for  near  eighteen  months,  and  from  which  the? 

must  depart  in  about  as  many  days,  forever  he 

would  ask  them  the  question,  one  and  all  in  what 

they  had  retrenched  or  reformed?   [Somc'membcr 

was  heard  to  say  they  had  cat  down  the  uav  of  th« 

"pages."]    No, (said  Mr.  B.)  theyraiAe™, 

of  the  boys;  but  they  had  retrenched  the  pay  of  one 

man — the  Commissioner  of  PnUic  BaildiLfs:  and 

his  alone !      No !     Not  his  alone.    There  was 

another  that  had  felt  the  weight  of  the  mighty  re- 

forming  hand  ot  the  great  Whig  pany;  and  he  was 

the  man  who  swept  the  House,  made  their  fires 

and  carried  the  water— literally  "ifeir  hewer  o{ 

wood  and  drawer  of  water''— nearly,  if  not  qoiie 

the  only  laboring-man  about  the  Capiial.   He  vas 

retrenched  fifty  cents  a  day!  What  a  bright  page- 

a  green  spot  in  the  historv  of  the  Whig  Congre« 

that  retrenchment  would  form.    Such  wasihe  inth 

— the  truth  to  the  letter.     Who  would  deny  ^ 

And  who  had  prevented  them  from  reforming asy- 

where    and    everywhere,    and    retrenching  the 

expenses    of    the   (rovemment  anywhere  and 

everywhere^    Let  them  look  to  the  record,  and 

it  would  be  found  not  to  be  the  Democrats.   Tbey 

had  generally  given  their  votes  for  all  retrench- 

ment.    Even  the  gentleman  from  TeBnessee_rMr. 

Abnold]  had  acknowledged  that  it  was  the  Deo- 

ocrats  wno  had  always  voted  with  him  to  take  Qp 

the  bill  to  reduce  the  compensation  ot  roemben  of 

Congress,  and  all  the  other  officers  of  the  Gor* 

emment — ^a  bill,  though  it  had  been  sneered  at  and 

voted  down  by  the  Whigs, 'ought  to  be  passed, and 

would,  if  they  were  true  to  those  they  represented 

but  which  never  would  be  passed  if  letttotne  Whigs 

to  do  it.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  B.)he  would  pledge  himself 

to  any  and  all  retrenchment  of  the  ejrpeoses  of  the 

Government,   and  he    thought  he  might  safely 

pledge  a  majority  of  the  Democrats  on  that  floor 

to  any  and  every  measure  that  was  honestly  caloi- 

lated  to  bring  down   the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 

pient  to  its  revenues,  and  that  would  obviate  the 

necessity  of  imposing  any  other  duties  or  taxes 

on  the  people.    He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  in* 

diana  [Mr.  WmTal  would  tell  all  thi<:  tothepeo- 

Ele  of  Indiana— tell  them  of  all  the  Whig  party 
ad  done  when  in  power,  and  all  they  had  not  done. 
When  he  tells  them  of  their  tariffs,  their  distnln- 
tions,  their  bankrupt  laws,  let  him  not  forget  to 
tell  them  of  their  reforms  and  retrenchments! 

Mr.  PaoFPrr,  (in  an  under  tone.)  We  did  not  go 
at  the  last  election  for  ''retrenchment;"  we  vent 
for  "reform." 

Mr.  Brown.    What  sort  of  rtformi 

Mr.  pROPPiT,  (in  an  under  tone.)  To  get  such 
Locofocos  as  you  out  of  power. 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  that  is  true!  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  before  me  [Mr.  ProppitJ  say8,iitily, 
that  the  reform  they  went  for  in  1840  was  "to  gk 

'Extracts  from  the  procaediofs  of  the  House  of  Repreie&ti* 
Uvea  of  February  9th,  as  reported  for  the  Ctobe. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Crawpori)  (the  recently  elected  Represeota'hre  froin 
Georgia,  toeupply  the  racancy  itccauoned  by  itia  dea^hofMr. 
HABBRfBAJi)  roM,  and  *  *  •         •        .'       * 

*  *  waa  understood  to  call  upon  theieAdenaii 

from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Charles  BRowif]to  Nyahdierbe 
had  intended  to  cast  any  personai  reflection  by  thenrenivk^ 
made  the  day  before. 

Mr.  C.  Brown  aaid  he  would  answer  the  qaeMioe  of  th» 

fenileman.  *  •  '  -  f        .       • 

le  knew  nothing  that  could  justify  him  in  imptttingujduo; 
wrong  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia:  oq  the  cootnor.  b« 
had  always  understood  that  he  wis  a  lugfa-mioded,  innhmlkje 
man;  and  *  *  *        that  he  was  miiprad  ttai 

the  gentleman  should  suppose  that  there  was  anything  diereipccf- 
ful  meant  by  the  remai  ks  to  wliich  his  atiencion  had  txvo  csii- 
ed;  and  be  thought  the  gentlenr«n  from  Georgia  wis  the  Miy 
geniiemsn  in  this  House  who  wonld  so  interpret  iben. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  onderatood  to  aay,  that  as  ibe  gn^kinaa 
from  Pcnufiylvania  had  disclaimed  any  disreapecuui  irapua* 
lion,  lie  had  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  C.  Brown  would,  however,  be  pleased  if  thf  ftrnfeffSB 
from  Georgia  would  respond  lo  iheqiienionawbirfabeYeMr* 
day  subhiitied,  as  it  was  important  that  (be  House fbouldkrow 
wheiher  he  was  elected  in  consequence  of  sit  ofibeWhi^ 
measures  of  this  Congress,  or  to  sustain  thosp  Whif  iiinclplM 
which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Writb]  bad  itid 
down-~(laugh(er]->nameiy,  a  naiionai  bank,  ataiilf;ai)d<fs(rh 
button. 

Mr.  Crawfobi)  di<l  nut  rcspood,  «od  b^rQ  th«  coDveic^or. 
termiDAted. 
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such  Locofocos  out  of  Dower" — and  I  suppose  to 
get  themselves  Id.  And  tneydid  get  in^suad  a  pretty 
piece  of  business  they  have  made  of  it.  Like  many 
others  who  get  into  places  they  are  not  lit  for,  by 
improper  means,  they  are  about  to  be  put  out  again. 
They  nave  digged  a  pit  for  others,  and  have  fallen 
into  it  themselves. '  Their  days  are  numbered — 
and  soon  all  that  will  be  left  of  the  great  Whig 
party,  or  its  victory  of  1840,  will  be  a  blotted  page 
on  toe  records  of  the  legislative  history  of  the  coun- 
try, and  a  debt  of  some  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
for  the  people  to  pay  as  ihe  price  of  their  folly  in 
giving  such  a  party  ihe  power  to  misgovern  them. 

Ha vmg  now  squared  the  accounts  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana',  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  but  a  few 
words  to  say  on  the  amendment  before  the  commit- 
tee—the reduction  of  20  per  cenL  on  the  pay  of  all 
naval  officers.     If  it  could  be  done,  he  would  rather 
this  reduction   could  be  made  more  equitable  than 
it  will  be  by  this  horizontal  per  centage;  and  that  it 
should  be  made  in  some  general  bill,  operating  on 
all  or  many  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Government, 
civil  and  military.    But  the3r  must  begin  some- 
where; and  he  would  vote  for  it  here,  and  regulate 
it,  and  extend  it  to  others  elsewhere,  if  it  could  be 
done.    In  1835,  the  pay  of  the  navy  officers  was 
increased,  in  many  cases,  far  beyond  what    wa$ 
thought  proper  by  the  Navy  Department  and  Navy 
Board,  tnough  the  latter  was  composed  of  navy  om- 
pers.    In  some  cases,  it  had  gone  SI, 000  beyond; 
and  in  others,  $500*,  and  so  on,  down  to  $100.  The 
payof  all  the  grades  of  officers  below  a  captain  was 
far  higher  in  the  United  States  service,  than  in  any 
foreign  service — a  midshipman  three  or  four  times 
as  much  as  in  the  French  or  British  navy.    Ue 
had  made  a  comparison,  on  a  former  occasion,  be- 
tween the  members  of  Congress,  when  their  pay 
was  bat  six  dollars  a  day,  and  thdse  who  now  occu- 
pied their  places;  and  he  would  now  ask  the  com- 
mittee to  make  a  similar  comparison «bet ween  the 
officers  of  the  navy  under  the  old  pay,  (which,  in 
many  cases,  was  but  little  more  than  half  what  it 
now  is,)  and  those  who  are  now  receiving  the  high 
nay.    w  ho  was  it  that  had  gained  for  the  navy  and 
for  the  country  its  fame  and  gloryl    Was  it  not  of- 
ficers under  tne  lotir  payl   Look  at  the  achieve- 
ments of  Preble  and  Decatur  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  compare  them  with  wl^t  had  been  recently  ex- 
hibited there.  Look  at  Lawrence,  Perry,  Macdon- 
ongh,  Hull,  Jones,  Bainbridge,  Stewart,  and  their 
fellow-sailors  of  1813-'14;  and  where  are  their  su- 
periors nowl    Take  from  the  navy  the  character 
Won  for  itby  the  officers  under  low  pay,  and  it  would 
have  but  coniparatively  little  to  claim  the  public 
regard  in  its  favor.    He  did  not  wish  to  disparage 
it,  or  its  officers;  many — ^by  far  the  larger  number— 
were  gallant  men,  and  would  do  their  count rygood 
service  if  it  required  it  from  them.    But  this  they 
had  done  under  lower  pay;  and  would  do  again, 
if  their  pay  was  brought  down  to  a  fair  standard. 
He  believed  them  generally  patriotic.    As  good 
patriots,  thev  ouffhttobe  wilhngto  make  some  Tittle 
sacrifice,  wben  their  fellow-citizens,  who  paid  them 
for  their  services,  had  to  sacrifice  so  much.    The 
state  of  the  treasury  required  a  reduction  of  ex- 
penses, or  an  increase  of  revenue.    No  honest  man 
would  continue  to  employ  agents  and  servants,  and 
pay  them  high  wages,  when  his  income  was  inade- 
quate, and  he  was  obliged  to  resort  to  borrowing. 

The  pay  of  everybody  in  private  life  was  being 
reduced.  The  farmer  could  not  sell  his  produce  as 
high  as  he  did;  nor  could  the  mechanic  or  manufac- 
turer his  wares.  The  price  of  labor  and  service 
of  all  kinds  was  reduced.  The  people  had  not  the 
means  to  pay  their  agents  so  ample  as  they  once 
had.  Was  it  not,  therefore,  right  and  just  to  make 
those  who  served  the  country,  and  who  had  enjoyed 
its  prosperity,  feel  with  their  fellow-citizens  its  ad- 
versityl  In  the  State  of  Pennsylvanfa,  they  had 
taxed  the  salaries  of  all  State  officers;  they  did  not 
think  it  equitable  to  tax  the  landholder  and  the  la- 
borer to  pay  the  office-holder,  and  let  the  latter  go 
free.  In  Alabama,  he  understood,  the  salaries  of 
all  State  officers  had  been  reduced  10  or  90  per 
cent.  In  New  York,  and  elsewhere,  they  were  re- 
ducingj  and  it  was  r|£ht  and  proper  in  the  present 
state  of  the  business  of  the  country,  and  the  relative 
value  of  money,  that  reductions  should  be  made 
everywhere  in  salaries.  A  post-capfain— and  a 
gallant  one,  too,  Mr.  B.  saAd— nad  told  him,  some 
time  since,  that  he  had  saved  money  while  a  lieu- 
tenant, though  his  pay  had  never  been  more  than 
$700  a  year;  and  that,  he  fehied,  was  more  than 
could  be  said  of  many  lieutenants  now;  hence  they 
p])oul^  ieain  a  little  old-f&shioned  economy.    [Mr. 


Mallory,  in  an  under  tone,  said:  "Perhaps  he  was 
a  bachelor."]  No,  said  Mr.  B.,  he  was  not  a  bach- 
elor. But  suppose  he  had  been,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  yet 
to  learn  that  a  bachelor  lived  cheaper  than  a  mar- 
ried man.  He  understood  from  the  Scriptures  that 
woman  was  made  by  God  a  "A«/p  msti  fttr  mam" 
and  such  he  had  been  led  to  believe  a  good  wife  al- 
ways was  to  her  husband.  He  considered  it  a  slan- 
der upon  the  wives  of  the  United  States  to  say  they 
were  a  bill  of  expense  to  their  husbands;  and  it  was 
calculated  to  degrade  their  high  characters  to  ask 
the  Government  to  give  a  bounty  to  their  husbands 
to  support  them.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  an 
officer  in  the  navy  whose  wife  would  ask  or  re- 
ceive from  the  treasury  of  the  country  a  single  dol- 
lar on  her  own  account,  that  the  services  of  her 
husband,  in  and  of  themselves,  did  not  fully  entitle 
him  to.  He  had  misunderstood  the  character  of 
the  American  women,  if  they  did  not  repudiate  all 
such  doctrine  as  that.  It  was  the  officer,  not  the 
wife,  whose  services  were  to  be  paid  for;  and  it  w^as 
those  services,  and  noi  the  cost  of  a  wife,  or  his  ex- 
penses, that  ought  to  form  the  measure  of  his  pay. 
For  them,  he  ought  to  be  paid  folly,  but  not  extrav- 
agantly. And  this  rule  ought  to  b!e  applied  alike  to 
all  who  served  their  coimtry— civil  or  military. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  McDUFFIE, 

OF  SOUTH  Carolina. 

Fn  SeiutUy  Monday,  February  13,  l843--On  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  submitted  by  him,  viz: 

Resolved,  Thatiiis  thesulemnand  urgeoiduiy  of  the  pies- 
eniCongreee  to  adopt,  without  delay,  efficient  meaAuree  to  re- 
vive the  crippled  and  decaying  commerce,  repleniah  the  im* 
poveriehed  exchequer,  and  arreat  the  alarroiog  accumutaiaoa 
of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  8tatea. 

JReaoived,  That  a  modification  of  the  exieiing  tariff  on  for* 
e\pi  importfl,8Uch  ae  will  render  iiattictly  and  in  good  faith  a 
mere  revenue  measure,  i«  indispeosable  to  the  accompliahmenc 
of  ihoee  objecie;  and  that  the  recent  roeaauree  of  the  British 
Pdrliamcn',  pariially  adopting  the  piincipleeof  free  trade,  the 
public  indications  of  a  diapoaition  on  the  ra.ri  of  the  preeeni 
minieiry  to  extend  thoee  principled  atiU  further,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  the  epeedy  organization  of  an  ezienaive  lyetem  of 
smuggling  on  the  long  line  of  our  frontier,  furnish  pressing  mo- 
tivee  lo'Congreas  for  acting  on  the  subject  during  its  preeent 
•esaion. 

Resolved^  Thai  a  rigid  syatem  of  retrenchment,  economy, 
and  accountability,  such  as  will  bring  the  anaual  expenditures 
within  the  annual  income  of  the  Government,  is  not  less  india' 
peosable;  and  that,  while  this  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  de* 
plorahle  state  of  the  public  finances,  it  is  rendered  just,  an;)  not 
mjurious  to  ihe  public  service,  bv  the  great  reduction  of  the 
ciiirency,  and  consequent  appreciation  of  the  value  of  mooey. 

Mr.  President:  In  submitting  these  resolutions, 
respectfully,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  I 
ha^e  taken  covinsel  solely  and  exclusively  from  my 
own  profound  sense  of  my  duty  as  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States. 

I  presented  them,  sir,  wilhont  consultation  with 
any  human  being;  and  I  can  assure  Senators  on  ttW 
sidesof  this  chamber,  that  they  need  not  anprehencl 
that  the  resolutions  aim  to  accomplish  any  disguised 
or  oblique  jpurpose,  but  that  their  object  is  clearly 
and  unequivocally  indicated  upon  the  face  of  them. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  President,  that  some  persons 
may  suppose  that  resolutions  of  this  description 
would  come  more  appropriately  from  another  quar- 
ter. I  know  it  is  tne  opinion  of  some,  that  those 
who  constitute  the  majority  of  the  Legislature  are 
solely  responsible  for  existing  evils;  and  perhaps  it 
may  be  regarded  by  them  as  a  rule  of  party  tactics 
to  permit  those  evils  to  increase  and  accumulate,  in 
order  that  additional  odium  may  be  brought  upon 
theparty  which  is  supposed  to  be  responsible. 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  not  my  political  morality. 
I  hold  that  every  parly — whatever  may  be  the  rel- 
ative position  it  occupies;  nay,'  every  individual 
member,  however  powerless  he  may  be—is  under 
the  most  solemn  obligation  to  use  every  fair  and 
honorable  effort  for  the  removal  of  those  evils  with 
which  the  country  is  unhappily  aMicted. 
«What,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  this  counlryl  We 
exhibit  to  the  world  an  unexampled  spectacle. 
With  the  most  unbounded  resources — with  all 
the  blessingsthata  beneiioent  Providence  can  confer 
upon  a  people— with  a  fertile  soil,  abounding  in 
every  production  that  is  necessary,  not  only  for  the 
support  of  human  life,  but  to  minister  to  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  the  people— at  a  time  oi  pro- 
found peace,  and  after  that  peace  has  continued  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century;— with  all  these  ad- 
van^ges,  and  in  the  midst  of  this  unbroken  peace, 
we  find  the  whole  country  involved  in  one  i^niver- 
sal  scene  of  distress. 

Under  these  circumstances,  sir,  are  we  to  stand 
still,  dealing  in  mutual  crimination  and  recrimi- 
nation fu$  to  who  are  the  authors  of  th^se  calaipitiesi 


Can  we  soothe  or  sear  our  consciences  by  exclaim- 
ing, in  the  language  of  Macbeth,  while  our  coim- 
try lies  bleedmg  at  every  pore,  "Thou  can'st  not 
say  I  did  ill" 

rfo,  Mr.  President,  it  is  time  that  every  patriot 
— every  man  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  prosperi- 
ty of  his  country— should  earnestly  apply  his  shoul- 
der to  the  wheel.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  decide 
upoi^  the  causes  of  the  existing  calamities,  inasfar 
as  they  are  to  be  ascribed  to  one  pcAltical  party  or 
another.  I  will  barely  remark,  in  passing,  as  an 
admonition  to  all  parties,  that  I  consider  both  the 
great  political  parties  into  which  this  country  is  di- 
vided, in  some  sort  responsible  for  the  evils  which* 
now  afflict  us. 

After  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  Administration,  then  in 
power,  unquesiionably  committed  a  very  great  er- 
ror. Holding  the  opinion,  as  the  then  rresident 
did,  that  the  several  State  banks  could  furnish  a 
Currency  equally  sound  as  that  which  then  existed, 
he  selected  certain  State  banks  as  the  depositories 
of  the  public  treasure,  accompanied  by  an  injunc- 
tion, almost  amountinff  to  a  law,  that  they  should 
afford  credits  to  mercnants  and  others  to  a  suffi- 
cient extent  to  supply  the  place  of  that  accommo- 
dation which  had  been  furnished  by  the  United 
States  Bank.  Under  this  system,  we  all  know  what 
took  place,  necessarily;  for  it  is  too  recent  to  be 
forgotten  by  any.  As  had  been  predicted  by  ma- 
ny of  those  who  entered  into  the  discussion  of  the 
question,  State  banks  sprung  up  by  scores  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union;  and  the  currency,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  was  expanded  to  a  degree  of 
which  we  had  previously  no  example.  All  sorts 
and  descriptions  of  credits  were  enlar^;  and 
such  was  the  infectious  nature  of  the  mania  which 
prevailed,  such  the  universal  delirium  which 
seized  upon  the  nation,  that  every  sort  of  specula- 
tion was  stimulated  to  the  highest  possible  point. 

Yes,  sir,  penniless  adventurers  could  obtain 
credit  for  thousands,  to  enable  them  to  enter  into 
the  wildest  speculations.  But  very  soon  after  this 
system  was  adopted,  the  banks  of  the  several 
states  suspended  payment,  and  the  Administration, 
finding  tlieir  expectations  disappointed,  showed  a 
very  rare  and  commendable  wisdom  in  instantly 
retracing  their -steps,  and^  remedying,  as  Air  as  po»: 
siblCj  the  error  they  had  committed.  The  State 
banks  were  abandoned;  the  confidence  which  had 
been  reposed  in  them  being  justly  forfeited,  n^^  a 
system  was  proposed  which  tended  to  disconnect 
entirely  the  financial  operations  of  the  Government 
and  the  banks. 

Thus  far  for  the  responsibility  of  the  then 
existing  Administration.  Now  let  us  look  at 
the  responsibility  of  the  other  party.  When  the 
scheme  of  an  independent  treasury,  and  a  total  sep- 
aration of  the  (jovernment  from  the  banks,  was  in- 
troduced by  the  Administration,  what  was  the 
course  adopted  by  the  other  partyl  The  leading 
statesmen  of  that  party,  who,  in  common  wilhniyself, 
wished  to  maintain  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
as  it  was  already  in  existence,  believing  that  it  had 
performed  its  functions  beneficially  for  the  public, 
immediately  turned  round  ano  became  the  advo- 
cates of  the  system  so  justly  abandoned.  The  in- 
stant the  Administration,  discovering  their  error, 
attempted  to  correct  it,  the  opposite  party — perhaps 
from  instinctive  propensity  of  all  political  parties 
to  assume  antagonist  positions;  I  will  not  under- 
take to  say  for  what  cause — adopted  the  exploded 
system  as  a  half-way  house  to  a  national  bank. 
Both  of  the  great  political  parties,  then,  being, 
.  in  some  degree,  the  authors  of  the  state  of  things 
which  now  unfortunately  exists,  it  is  the  duty  of 
them  both  to  unite  in  applying  some  appropriate 
remedy.  What  is  that  remedy!  How  are  we  to 
relieve  the  distress  and  pecuniary  embarrassment 
which  pervade  the  countryl 

I  am  aware,  sdr,  that  an  idea  very  extensively 
prevails,  that  the  sole  remedy  in  the  power  of  Con- 

frcss  to  administer,  is  a  restoration  of  the  currency 
y  some  Federal  regulation  of  the  paper  circulation; 
and  the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maine  will  make  it  my  duty  to  sub- 
mit a  few  brief  remarks  on  this  subject. 

It  appears  to  me,  Mr.  President,  (and  I  say  it 
with  great  deference — for  ihe  opposite  opinion  is 
held  bvsome  of  the  most  able  men  in  the  country,) 
that  all  hopes,  founded  upon  any  scheme,  which  the 
wisdom  of^  man  can  suggest  ibr  the  restoration  of 
the  currency  of  this  country,  will  be  fatally  delusive, 
so  far  as  it  regards  a  remedy  for  the  distresses  and 
pecoiiiary  ^mbfirrassmenU  whi^h  (low  prevail.    ^ 
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will  be  a  mere  superficial  remedy;  it  cannot  reach 
the  seat  of  the  disease.  What  is  the  cause  of  the 
present  distressesi  The  remote  cause  is  undoubtedly 
the  expansion  of  the  currency;  and  the  more  im- 
mediate cause,  its  sudden  contraction.  From  facts 
which  I  have  before  me,  it  appears  that,  in  the 
course  of  three  years,  the  currency  of  this  country 
expanded  from  ninety-rfour  millions  of  dollars  to 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  millions;  and,  in  acim- 
liar  period,  sunk  down  to  some  seventv  millions. 
Now,  I  beg  Senators  to  impress  upon  theif  minds 
this  single  circumstance.  It  furnishes  a  lesson 
which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten;  it  is  a  lesson  which 
we  hav<9  but  too  much  cause  to  remember. 

When,  from  any  cause,  the  bank  circulation  of  a 
country  is  extended  beyond  a  certain  degree — for 
instance,  fifty  millions  beyond  tbe  proper  and  natu- 
ral amount  of  the  circulation  demanded  by  the 
business  of  the  country— this  redundancy  of  cir- 
culation, by  a  law  as  immutable  as  the  law  of  gravi- 
tation, tends  to  carry  down  the  quantity  of  the  cir- 
culation even  below  its  natural  level.  This  is  the 
cause  of  the  existing  distress.  Our  currency  was 
unnaturally  expanded,  and  prices  swelled  to  a  hun- 
dred per  cent,  beyond  their  natural  average.  The 
system,  of  course,  could  not  continue  in  this  state  of 
inflation.  Any  currency  professing  to  rest  upon  a 
specie  basis  must  sink  into  ytter  ruin,  as  the  inev- 
itable result  of  such  an  expansion.  Now,  sir, 
what  has  actually  taken  placet  The  currency  has 
been  reduced  to  one  half  its  former  dimensions. 
In  the  very  nature  of  things,  it  was  obliged  to  be 
thus  reduced,  if  the  system  was  to  rest  on  a  specie 
basis,  affording  a  sound  and  uniibrm  currency. 
That  reduction  nas,  perhaps,  not  gone  to  the  extreme 
point  which  it  must  reach.  And  now  what  are  we 
about  to  dot  After  the  country  has  sufiered  tbe 
utmost  distress,  and  been  driven  to  the  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy— after  we  have  gone  through  the  painful 
Erocess  of  contracting  our  circulation— alter  we 
ave  suffered  all  the  evils  which  must  follow  from 
itsundue  expansion;— alter  all  this,  what  is  the  reme- 
dy propoeedl  Why,  sir,  some  seem  to  imagine 
that,  in  legislation,  according  to  the  old  adage,  "the 
hair  of  the  mad  dog  is  good  for  the  bite.''  And  now, 
after  we  have  suffered  the  evils  incident  to  reform- 
ing a  rash  and  ill-devised  system  of  bank  credit 
and  bank  circulation,  and'see  the  dawn  of  reiuru- 
ittg  prosperity ;  after  natural  causes  and  the  laws  of 
trade  have  nearly  corrected  them,  and  we  are 
oncAnore  almost  standing  on  a  platform  of  a  sound 
and  uniform  currency,  the  most  intelligent  and  sa- 
gacious minds  of  the  country  are  calling  out  for  a 
new  system  of  paper  circulation,  which  must  carry 
the  country  through  the  same  circle  of  expansion, 
contraction,  and  ruin,  from  which  we  are  just  re- 
covering. 

Sir,  we  find  the  patient  In  a  state  in  which  the 
administering  of  medicine  is  no  longer  salutary; 
and  when,  though  at  present  debilitated,  he  is 
about  to  recover  By  a  natural  process,  we  are  re- 
quired to  continue  tampering  with  his  system,  by 
the  use  of  new  and  adaitional  nostrums.  Believe 
me,  sir,  any  scheme—the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  under  any  possible  modification— an  ex- 
chequer board,  with  all  the  checks  and  guaranties 
which  human  wisdom  can  provide — will  be  utterly 
inadequate  to  i\imish  a  remedy.  The  truth  is,  the 
country  is  veqr  much  in  the  condition  of  a  patient 
who  is  unwilling  to  trust  to  the  vis  medicatHx  no- 
tura^  but  is  perpetually  calling  out  for  medicine; 
and,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  mistaking  entirely 
the  nature  of  the  remedies  requi  red.  Wluit  do  sen- 
tJemen  propose  to  dol  They  tell  you  that  their 
object  is  to  reform  the  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  to  establish  a  bank  circulation  on  a  sound  basis 
and  of  uniform  value.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  stimu- 
lating causes  of  these  schemes  of  currency — the  ex- 
isting sufferings  of  the  people— a  restoration  of  the 
currency  to  a  state  of  soundness  is  the  very  last 
thing  in  the  world  which  the  patient  could  endure, 
or  which  his  real  wants  require.  A  sound  cur- 
rency! Why,  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine  that  the 
Government  possesses  a  sort  of  politick  legerde- 
main, by  which  it  can  accomplish  direct  incom- 
patibilities. Can  you  reform  the  currency  and  ex- 
pand it  at  the  same  timel  The  very  act  of  increas- 
ing the  circulation  would  defeat  your  professed 
object  of  reforming  the  currency,  you  can  reform 
a  vitiated  currency  by  no  other  process  than  by 
cartailin?  it. 

But.  Mr.  President,  under  existing  circumstances, 
as  to  those  who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  popular 
delusions  and  speculations  produced  by  the  ex- 

"sesof  the  credit  system,  their  case  is  hopless; 


it  is   beyond  the   power  of  surgery  or  even  of 

galvanism,  to  revive  them.  However  rapidly  vou 
urry  on  these  schemes,  they  will  come  too  late 
for  them.  But  I  am  aware  there  is  a  very  plausi- 
ble argument  which  gentlemen  have  frequentlv 
urged  on  this  point — that  their  desire  is  not  so  much 
to  increase  the  quantity  of  circulation,  to  induce 
the  banks  to  go  into  a  system  of  excessive  discounts 
and  circulation,  as  to  restore  confidence.  Yes,  sir, 
that  is  the  watchword— to  restore  confidence  to  the 
country.  Confidence !  Mr.  President.  Confidence 
In  what  ?  Confidence  in  banks,  that  have  made 
promises  only  to  violate  themi  JEiow  can  we  have 
confidence  in  a  system  which  all  experience  proves 
must,  in  the  nature  of  thin^,  result  in  those 
very  revulsions  and  distress,  the  consequences  of 
which  we  are  at  this  moment  experiencing  1 
Are  we  to  encourage  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  Indulge  false  hone^  which  must  inevita- 
bly be  disappointed?  God  forbid  that  this  sort  of 
confidence  ever  should  be  restored.  No,  sir;  like 
the  confidence  that  Eve  reposed  in  the  serpent,  and 
by  which  she  was  tempted  to  eat  of  "that  forbidden 
fruit,  whose  mortal  taste  brought  death  into  the 
world,''  it  is  the  real  source  of  all  our  woes— all 
our  calamities. 

Bur,  Mr.  President,  when  you  attempt  to  estab- 
lish a  sound  system  of  currency;  whei^you  en- 
deavor to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  just  and  well- 
founded  confidence,  having  reference  to  the  future — 
no  bank,  no  exchequer  board  will  be  necessary  lo 
enable  tfie  country  to  recover  from  the  distress  into 
which  it  has  been  thrown.  No  man  can  be  more 
sensible  than  I  am  of  the  necessity  of  a  sound  and 
stable  currency:  but  how  is  this  to  be  effect edi  It 
1  were  asked  what  system  of  currency  I  would  now 
propose,  I  would  candidly  confess  that  I  am  not 

Prepared  at  the  present  moment  to  fix  upon  any. 
should  say  this  much,  however,  with  entire  confi- 
dence: leave  nature  to  work  in  her  own  way  for  a 
time;  leave  the  people  to  their  uwn  industry  and 
resources;  do  not  place  too  much  reliance  upon  arti- 
ficial systems  andlegislative  contrivances. 

Is  it  supposed  by  any  one  (I  will  not  say  in  this 
Senate,  but  m  the  country)  that  the  mere  issue  of  a 
bank  circulation — if  you  could  to-morrow  restore 
the  delusive  confidence  which  formerly  existed,  so 
far  as  to  create  seventy  millions  in  addition  to  our 
present  circulation — will  add  one  solitary  cent  to 
the  wealth  of  the  United  Statesi  You  have  no 
creative  power.  There  is  no  power  in  legislation 
by  which  you  can  add  a  single  blade  of  grass, 
a  grain  of  com,  or  a  pod  of  cotton,  to  the  wealth  of 
the  country.  The  remedy  is  not  to  be  found  in 
legislation,  or  in  any  artificial  contrivances.  Our 
only  hope  is  in  undoing  the  mischief  which  such 
artificial  contrivances  have  already  done. 

Sir,  upon  the  subject  of  bank  circulation,  I  feel  that 
it  is  due  to  myself  that  I  should  read  a  sentence  or 
two  from  the  first  public  document  which  I  ever 
presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  it.  They  are  contained  in  a  report  which 
I  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
question  of  renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe 
tJnited  States,  which  always  sustained  a  salutary 
check  on  the  Stale  banks,  and  was  a  means  of  pre- 
serving the  soundness  of  the  paper  currency,  by 
preventing  them  from  running  into  excessive  is- 
sues. In  that  document  the  following  opinion  is 
expressed  on  the  general  question  of  currency: 

**It  muM  be  uniiaad,  as  the  ba«ii  of  all  sonnd  reaaoning  on 
thie  fubject,  that  the  ezieieoce  of  a  paper  cnrrency,  issued  by 
iMLoks  deriving  their  charters  from  the  8tate  GoTemmeni^can- 
not  \m  prohibited  by  Congress.  Indeed,  bank  credit  and  bank 
paper  are  so  exteosively  interwoven  with  tlie  cominereial 
opeimtioDi  of  society,  (bat,  even  if  Congress  had  the  constitu- 
tional power,  it  would  be  utterly  imposiible  to  produce  so  en* 
tire  a  change  in  the  moneuu-y  system  of  the  country  as  to 
abolish  the  agency  of  banks  of  discount,  without  involving  the 
community  In  all  the  distressing  embarrassments  usually  at* 
tendant  on  great  political  revolutions,  subverting  the  titles  to 
private  propeity.  The  sudden  withdrawal  of  some  hundred 
millions  of  Dank  credit  would  ht  equivalent,  in  its  eflecis^  to 
tJbe  arbitrary  and  despotic  tranifer  of  the  property  of  one  por- 
tion of  theooromuoity  to  another,  to  the  extent,  probably,  of 
half  that  amount.  Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  advan- 
tages of  a  purely  metallic  currency,  and  whatever  theobjec 
tlons  to  a  circulating  medium  partly 'compofe«l  of  bank  paper, 
the  committee  coneidft  that  they  are  precluded,  by  the  exist- 
In^  state  of  things,  from  insUtuimg  a  comparison  between  them, 
with  a  view  to  any  practical  result. 

'*lf  they  were  not  thus  precluded,  and  it  were  submitted  to 
them  as  an  origins!  question,  wheihsr  the  acknowledged  and 
manifold  facilities  of  bank  credit  and  bank  paper  are  not  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  distresaing  vicisAltudes  in  trade 
incident  to  their  um,  they  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  say 
that  they  would  not  ^ive  a  decided  preference  to  the  mora 
cuuily  and  cumbersome  medium." 

Sach  were  then  my  sentiments,  and  such  are 
they  at  this  time;  and  the  course  of  events  has  now 
brought  us  to  such]  a  condition,  that,  without  any 


further  revulsion  or  suftering,  specie  may  be  m.^ 
not  only  the  basis  of  oar  circulaiion,  bm  lo^ 


stitute  a  large  portion  of  that  circulation  l^ 
attempt  to  create  no  system  by  which  lie  bwiS 
may  be  again  drawn  into  their  former  exc^ 
but  leave  them,  with  their  recent  cxperientSeaS 


under  the  salutary  restraints  of  public  opmimT 
recover^  public  confidence  by  a  prudent  course' S 
sell-reform;  by  which  they  will  deserve  it  tS 
course  of  events  will  do  infinitely  more  ihan  iJ 
can  do  by  legislation. 

If  I  were  clothed  with  unlimited  power  at  this 
moment  to  regulate  the  currency,  1  would  sav  1 
am  not  prepared  to  decide.  And  no  man  ought  to 
decide  upon  any  specific  plan  in  regard  to  it  uniu 


proposed  must  be  absolutely  im. 
potent  to  relieve  the  exislmg  distresses;  and  that 
a  system  of  currency  having  reference  to  the  fu. 
ture  should  be  a  work  of  mature  deliberatioo  lam 
decidedly  of  opinion  thai  the  time  has  not  arrived 
when  any  legislative  enactment  should  take  place 
upon  the  subject.  The  relief  which  the  country 
demands  is  of  a  much  more  radical  character 
What  is  that  relief?  It  has  been  indicated  in  the 
first  of  those  resolutions  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  submit  to  the  Senate.  The  commerce  of  this 
country  is  in  a  state  of  decay;  and,  from  the  docu- 
ments which  I  have  before  me,  1  may  almost  say 
in  an  expiring  condition.  ' 

What  shall  be  done,  then,  to  restore  this  import* 
ant  source  of  the  nation's  wealthi  Shall  we  hope 
to  revive  commerce  by  continuing  that  srstem  oC 
policy  by  which  it  is  now  shackledl  Shali  we  in- 
vent new  contrivances  of  a  similar  character  for 
tbe  futuro.1  No,  sir:  undo  the  mischief  you  have 
dpne:  knock  off  the  fetters  yon  have  already  im- 
posed; leave  trade  to  her  own  laws;  permit  your 
people  to  Aijoy  their  natural  advantages,  and 
the  fruits  of  their  industry,  free  from  idl  unjust 
restrictions.  Do  this,  and  you  will  insore  prosper- 
ity to  the  country;  and,  at  the  same  time,  repleni^ 
your  exhausted  treasury. 

I  come,  therefore,  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  »c* 
ond  resolution,  which  proposes  reducing  theeiiai- 
ing  tariff  from  its  prese^it  prohibitory  character,  to 
a  proper  and  reasonable  revenue  standard,  so  is  to 
make  it  in  reality  what  it  professes  to  be-a  con- 
stitutional measure  merely  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing revenue. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  bat  remark 
that  there  never  was  &time  more  inappropriate  for 
the  introduction  of  such  a  measure,  than  the  mo- 
ment selected  for  the  introduaion  of  the  tariff  of 
the  last  session,  in  view  of  what  had  taken  place, 
and  of  what  w&s  then  in  progress  in  other  conn- 
tries,  as  well  as  in  our  own.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  the 
British  minister,  yielding  to  the  force  of  poblic 
opinion,  had  miti^ted,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
commercial  restrictions  which  existed  in  Great 
Britain.  Had  we  pursued  our  t rue  national  policy. 
we  would  have  met  these  advances  toasj'stem  of 
free  trade  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  reciprocity.  But 
what  did  we  dol  Instead  of  reciproouing  the  ad- 
vances which  Great  Britain  made  to  us,  «e  tuned 
our  backs  upon  her  at  the  very  moment  wha 
measures  were  taken  by  Great  Britain  to  enable 
your  farmers  of  Pennsylvania,  of  New  York,  and 
of  all  the  erain-growing  States  of  this  UnioB,  to 
find  a  maAet  abroad  for  their  produce,  Ourl^ 
gislature— thinking,  perhaps,  that  these  great  ad- 
vantages tendered  to  our  farmers  might  seduce 
them  into  the  heresy  of  free  trade— passed  the  tariff 
bill  of  last  session,  more  prohibitory  than  any  ot 
its  predecessors.  . 

I  have  before  roe  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  tbe 
Treasury  Department,  showiuE.  from  the  custom- 
house  returns  ibr  the  city  of  New  York,  the  ex- 
traordinary falling-off  which  has  been  occasioned 
by  the  passage  of  the  measure  in  question.  In  a 
statement  showing  the  monthly  income  from  ck- 
toms,  we  have  for  the  month  of  January  8 WW, 
while  that  of  December  amounts  to  but  82»W 
and  the  intervening  months  exhibit  a  regulanalj 
ing  off,  from  the  time  it  was  expected  the  lanfl  t)Ui 
would  pass,  until  the  close  of  the  year.  Now,  il  ije 
month  of  December  is  a  fair  indication  of  wh^  the 
revenue  is  to  be  nextyea^,  the  whole  reveaue  from 
customs  at  New  York  will  not  be  more  thatt  "»f« 
millions  of  dollars.  This,  of  itself,  is  alarmwg 
enough,  as  it  regards  our  financial  prospects;  to  say 
nothing  of  the  more  important  consideratiws « 
commerce  destroyed,  and  tbe  people  oppres«^ 
unjust  burdens,   Ifow,  ^hat  are  the  coiisidcriaow 
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by  which  we  are  called  on  to  submit  to  these  anaat- 
tifal  and  unjast  exactions')    - 

To  protect  the  domestic  industry  of  the  United 
States!  To  carry  om  the  American  system!  These 
deltisi7e  phrases  have  operated  so  extensively,  as 
a]nu)St  to  confound  the  understandings  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

I  pray  you  to  bear  with  me  for  a  moment  while 
I  take  a  brief  review  of  the  commerce  and  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States.  And  I  will,  at  the 
close  of  that  review,  ask  the  Senators  who  voted 
for  the  tariff  of  the  last  session,  to  tell  me  on  what 
fi^roand  it  was  they  thought  it  necessary  to  sacrifice 
Oiose  great  interesisl 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the  Government, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  of  war,  the  whole 
revenue  by  which  the  machinery  of  Government 
has  been  kept  in  motion,  has  been  derived  exclu* 
sively  from  foreign  commerce.  But  that  to  which 
I  beg  lea^e  to  cdll  the  particular  attention  of  the 
Senate,  is,  that  since  1816,  at  least  rhree-founhs  of 
the  revenue,  which  has  not  only  paid  the  current 
expenses  of  the  GK>7emment,  bat  performed  the  un- 
exampled achievement  of  extinguishing  the  public 
debt,  nas  been  derived  Upm  thai  branch  ot  your 
commerce  which  consists  entirely  of  the  exchanges 
received  for  the  agricultural  exports  of  the  South- 
ern and  Southwestern  States — less  than  one-third 
of  the  Union;  and  that  it  is  against  this  very 
branch  of  commeree  that  the  whole  power  of  your 
prohibition  tariff  is  directed,  proiessedly  with  a 
view  to  destroy  ii!  Yes;  sir;  this  great  branch  of 
your  national  industry  has  done  all  this,  and  more. 
u  has  made  us  a  great  commercial  and  naval  pow- 
er, and  contributed  largely  to  enrich  the  people,  by 
svmplying  them  with  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
life  cheaper  than  they  could  be  obtained  from  any 
other  source.  And  for  all  these  great  services  to 
the  country  and  the  Gk>ve rumen t,  what  grateful  re- 
turn have  you  madel  What  acknowledgment  of 
yoor  obligations'!  Kone,  sir;  bat,  on  the  contrarjr, 
and  to  the  eternal  reproach  of  this  Government,  it 
has  destroyed  what  it  was  under  the  most  sacr6d 
obligations  to  protect  and  defend^like  an  unnatural 
xnonster,  plunging  a  dagger  into  the  bosom  of  his 
best  friend  and  benefactor.  And  on  what  ground  is 
this  motostrous  outrage  lo  be  justifiedl  What  great 
rival  interest  is  therein  this  country,  which  can 
assert  a  paramotmt  claim  to  the  protection  of  the 
GK>vernment1 

It  is  the  domestic  manufactures  of  the  country 
which  demand  the  sacrifice.  The  protection  of 
lume  industry  1-4he  su fieri rvg  industry  of  the  coun- 
try !  These  are  the  watchwords.  But  what,  1  ask, 
is  that  Industry  which  has  supplied  you  with  all 
the  blessings  oi  an  enriching  commercel  Is  it  ilbt 
domestic  industryl  Is  it  not  koTM  industry^  Do 
you  get  from  abroad  foreign  manufactures  to  the 
value  of  a  dollar,  that  are  not  procured  by  means  of 
domestic  induairyl  Unless  you  rob — unless  you 
^teal^-iuiless  you  obtain  by  fraudulent  devices, — 
you  cannot  eet  the  worth  of  a  farthing,  but  by  an 
•exchange  of  the  products  of  domestic  industry.  In 
this  respect,  commerce  and  manufactures,  then, 
stand  upon  the  same  footing  precisely. 

There  is  a  vast  interest  represented  bv  those 
nrho  are  engaged  in  the  production  of  the  great 
staple  articles  of  exportation — ^in  exchanging  those 
articles  for  foreign  manufactures,  by  means  of  cap- 
ital; in  transporting  them  to  foreign  ports;  and  in 
conveying  foreign  merchandise,  leceived  in  ex- 
change for  them,  to  the  United  States.  These 
oonstitute  the  great  exporting  interest  identified  with 
foreign  commerce,  whatever  destroys^he  one,  de- 
stroys the  other.  Apd,  although  the  State**  pro- 
ducmg  these  exports  constitute,  perhaps,  less  than 
one-third  of  the  Union;  and  alinough  they  have 
been  contemptuously  reproached  as  being  barren 
sand-hills,— ^et  they  have  mainly  sustained  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States — having  furnished 
Iwo-thirds  of  the  entire  exports  of  the  Union,  since 
cotton  and  rice  and  tobacco  have  become  the 
great  staples  of  exportation.  Two-thirds  of  the 
productions  which  sustain  foreign  commerce  have 
Deen  furnished  by  less  than  one4hird  of  the  Union. 
And  upon  this  great  branch  of  domestic  industry, 
wiih  the  capital  which  it  employs,  has  devolved  the 
whole  burden  of  supporting  the  Government,  by 
furnishing  the  subjects  of  taxation.  Now,  I  ask 
the  friends  of  the  tariff",  in  all  candor,  and  with  the 
litmost  respect,  what  is  that  branch  of  industry  for 
which  they  exclusively  claim  the  name  of  domestic 
industry^    They  will  answer,  home  manufactures  I 

Upon  what  ground  are  we  to  destroy  commerce 

fQ  sustain  the  maQttfaaar«r9l  Whj  sh^^M  Ume 
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be  protected  by  the  sacrifice  of  foreign  commerce, 
and  at  the  expense  of  this  Government?  Has  the 
Government  ever  derived  a  solitary  cent  of  revenue 
from  domestic  manufactures?  Does  this  branch  of 
domestic  industry  contribute  one  solitary  cent  to 
the  support  of  the  Government?  Do  they  not,  on 
the  contrary,  diminish  the  revenue?  And  yet,  you 
are  to  destroy  that  great  branch  of  national  indus- 
try which  has  supported  the  Government  and  en- 
riched the  people,  in  order  to  afford  assistance  to  a 
branch  of  domestic  industry  which  has  been  itself 
an  enormous  tax  both  upon  the  people  and  the 
Government.  A  more  monstrous  combination  of 
injustice  and  ingratitude  can  hardly  be  conceived. 
To  destrov  commerce,  the  great  agent  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  bond  of  peace  among  nations,  to  foster  a 
rival  branch  of  industry,  by  measures  which  con- 
vert the  United  States  from  mutual  customers  to 
commercial  rivals,  is  as  unwise  and  impolitic  as, 
in  refereace  to  other  considerations,  it  is  unjust  and 
oppressive. 

Bat  there  is  yet  a  lar^^r  and  more  pervading 
.view  of  this  subject,  showing  the  suicidal  character 
of  a  prohibitive  tariff*.  The  great  exporting  inter- 
est— that  of  the  planters,  merchants,  and  ship-own- 
ers—say to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  IX 
you  will  permit  us  freely  to  exchafage  the  produc- 
tions of  our  industry  for  the  productions  of  other 
countries,  subject  lo  a  revenue  duty  merely,  even 
with  this  discrimination  of  20  per  cent,  against  us, 
we  will  pledge  ourselves  to  supply  the  people  with 
all  the  manufactures  they  need  one-third  cheaper 
than  they  now  obtain  them  from  the  manufacturers 

of  the  United  States. 

> 

To  this  the  tariff*  majority  in  Congress  practi- 
cally reply,  that  they  regard  cheap  manufactures 
a  great  national  evil,  if  obtained  by  exchanging 
the  products  of  domestic  agriculture  fd^  foreign 
manufactures;  that  this  cheapness  is  the  very  rea- 
son they  prohibit  their  importation;  and  that  they 
would  rather  the  people*  should  pay  a  third  more 
for  the  manufactures  they  consume,  and  that  the 
treasury  should  be  impoverished,  than  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  Unitea  States  should  not  receive 
from  33i  to  100  per  cent,  more  for  their  fabrics  than 
their  natural  price. 

Such  is  a  true  exposition  of  the  misnamed  pro- 
tective policy. 

But  1  am  aware  of  the  arguments  with  which  I 
.shall  be  met  on  this  subject.  After  the  experi- 
ence of  twenty  years,  and  the  lessons  to  the  con- 
trary which  that  experience  has  taught  us,  eentle* 
men  will  still  urge  those  arguments  by  which  they 
sustained  their  policy  in  its  incipient  stages.  I  re- 
member well,  on  my  first  entry  upon  the  stage  of 
public  life,  how  confidently  the  manufhcturers  of 
the  United  States  predicted,  if  you  would  only  give 
them  protection  for  a  few  years,  they  would  be  able 
to  supply  all  your  waists  with  articles  cheaper  and 
better  than  you  could  procure  them  from  abroad. 
This  was  their  confident  prediction.  And  in  that 
day,  Mr,  President.no  man  dared  to  rise  and  avow 
the  purpose  of  making  this  system  6f  unjust  and 
oppressive  restriction  a  permanent  measure  of  na- 
tional policy.  Our  establishments,  said  they,  are  in 
a  state  of  infancy.  Protect  them  for  a  few  years, 
and  we  will  ask  no  further  aid,  but  will  defy  com- 
petition. I  well  remember  the  reply  1  then  made 
to  these  promises — which  subtequent  experience 
and  the  conduct  of  the  manufacturers  have  confirmed 
even  beyond  my  anticipations.  I  showed,  from 
documents  of  undoubted  practical  authority,  that 
the  cost  of  producing  manufactures  in  Great  Brit- 
ain consisted  of  three  elements — ^viz.,  three-eighths 
of  the  wages  of  labor,  three-eighths  of  the  interest 
np6n  capital,  and  one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  the  raw 
material;  and  I  then  argued  that,  as  capital  could 
be  obtained  in  England  at  half  the  interest  at 
which  it  could  be  obtained  here,  and  labor  be 
procured  for  less  than  half  the  wages,  it  was 
apparent  that  the  cause  of  the  inanliiy  of  the 
American  manufacturers  to  maintain  a  compe- 
tition with  the  foreign  was  founded  on  perma- 
nent causes— the  low  wages  of  labor,  and  the 
low  rate  of  interest ;  causes  which,  I  trust,  will  be 
eternal;  for  no  patriot  can  desire  that  wages  here 
should  be  reduced  to  sixpence  a  day,  or  the  profits 
of  capital  to  three  per  cent.,  even  to  enricn  our 
manufacturers.  And  now,  after  the  lapse  of  twen- 
ty years,  the  wages  of  labor  and  the  rate  of  interest 
in  Great  Britain  are  as  much  below  what  they  are 
here  as  they  ever  were;  and,  though  the  machinery 
employed  in  our  manufactories  is  in  many  respects 
superior  to  the  British,  our  manufacturers  clamor 
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oppressi  ve  system,  then,  to  last  forever?  Have  gen- 
tlemen reflected  on  the  consequences  whidi  most 
result  from  it,  if  thus  perpetuated?  lUve  they 
estimated  the  fdghtful  amoimt  of  burdens  impoeed 
by  it  on  the  people  of  the  United  States? 

I  believe,  sir — though  I  have  not  the  docnmeniB 
before  me,  but  from  a  general  recollection— that  the 
amount  of  manufi^tures  of  this  country,  whitih 
are  embraced  in  the  operation  ol  the  protecting 
laws,  was,  in  1841,  about  nine  times  as  large  as  the 
amount  of  foreign  importations  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion; that  is  to  say,  that  the  amount  of  such  im- 
portations was  about  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
the  amount  of  domestic  manufactures  of  a  similar 
kind  three  hundred  and  sixty  millions.  Now,  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  dwell  a  moment  on  these  fhctn, 
and  consider  what  is  the  amount  of  the  tax  im- 
posed on  the  people  of  the  United  States,  estima- 
ted from  these  statistics?  An  average  duty  of  thirty- 
five  per  cent,  on  forty  n^lUons  ofioreign  imports, 
would  impose  a  burden  of  $14,000,000,  though  the 
revenue  should  be  less,  by  means  of  its  prohibi- 
tory operation.  The  price  of  these  importa 
must  rise  35  per  centum,  or  the  trade  will  cease. 
This  duty  upon  foreign  imports  would  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  consumers,  and  would  be 
cheerfully  borne  if  it  ended  here.  But  this  is  by 
far  the  smallest  part  of  the  burden  it  imposes: 
for  the  law  cannot  raise  the  price  of  impefrted 
manufactures,  without  raising  in  the' same  oeefee 
the  price  of  similar  domestic  manufactures.  This 
is  a  self-evident  proposition — as  much  fo  as  ainr  in 
mathematics.-  No  mgennity  con  evade  it.  ifow^ 
sir,  mv  mind  shrinks  back  from  the  contemplation 
of  sucn  enormous  burdens!  Three  hundred  and  sixty 
millionsof  domestic  manufactures  indirectly  taxed  at 
the  rate  of  thirty  per  centum,  as  a  bounty  to  lincor- 
porated  wealth !  Sir,  will  gentlemen  deny  that  this 
tax  is  real?  Will  (hey  come  forward  now,  and 
context  that  they  can  manufacture  cheaper  than 
we  can  import,  in  the  veir  face  of  the  law  passed 
by  themselves?  Not  satisfied  with  the  doty  im- 
posed by  the  fair  operation  of  the  compromise  not, 
and  in  palpable  violation  of  itit  solmnn  pledges, 
they  have  made  the  duty  on  many  articles  pro- 
hibitory; thus  clearly  admitting  that  they  cannot 
compete  with  the  importers,  even  with  the  protec* 
tion  afforded  by  a  revenue  duty. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  enormous  burdens  imposed  on 
the  people  of  the  United  States  I  Make  any  allow- 
ance you  please — reduce  the  rates  I  have  stated, 
even  to  the  revenue  standard  of20  per  cent.;  and  yet 
the  burden  exceeds  anything  which  human  patience 
would  endure,  if  the  people  were  actually  sensi- 
ble of  the  true  extent  of  tnose  burdens.  But,  sir, 
it  is  the  result  of  an  indirect  system  of  taxation, 
which  imposes  these  burdens  upon  the  people 
under  sucn  disguises  that  they  Irnow  not  wnat 
they  suffer.  They  are  sinking  under  the  weight  of 
their  burdens;  and  yet,  like  a  man  who  tails  a 
victim  lo  the  influence  of  a  corrupt  atmosphere. 
they  are  totally  unconscious  of  the  real  cavses  oi 
their  distress. 

So  much,  Mr.  President,  for  the  operaticm  of 
the  tariff^,  and  the  claims  of  the  mannfacmreis 
to  special  protection.  In  regard  to  the  influence  of 
the  system  upon  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  distinctly  making  an  Issue 
whether  you  will  sustain  a  few  wealthy  capitalists 
at  the  expense  of  the  country  at  larre. 

But  there  is  one  portion  of  the  Union  which  has 
an  especial  claim  to  our  consideration.  I  allude 
to  the  States  which  produce  the  great  staples  of  ex- 
portation. Upon  these  States,  this  tariff  derates 
with  a  crushrag  weight  of  oppression.  And  no 
man,  who  nourishes  in  his  bosom  a  proper  sense  of 
justice,  can  fhil  to  give  an  attentive  consideration 
to  the  gross  and  monstrous  inequality  of  their  bur- 
dens. Independently  of  the  tax  they  pay  as  con- 
sumers, they  are  exposed  to  a  burden  incompara- 
bly greater  from  the  prohibitory  effect  of  the  tariff 
upon  that  branch  or  commerce  which  regulates 
the  value  of  their  staples.  In  fact,  sir,  these  pro- 
hibitions have  reduceu  the  planting  States  to  a  con- 
dition of  strict  colonial  dependence  sn  the  man- 
ufacturing States.  They  are  excluded  from  the 
best  markets,  and  confined  to  the  worst,  both  for 
selling  their  staples  and  purchasing  merchandise 
in  exchange.  While  they  were  dependent  upon 
Great  Britain,  their  colonial  vassalage  was  not, 
in  point  of  fact,  half  so  oppressive  as  that  under 
which  they  at  this  moment  labor.  What  are  their 
real  interests,  and  the  sources  of  their  prosperityl 
What  the  productions  of  their  industry?    They 
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of  his  proTidence  in  giving  them  a  genial  sun 
and  productive  soil.  Providence  has  done  much 
for  iis^  but  what  has  the  Government  donel 

Before  I  proceed,  allow  me  to  remark,  that  the 
first  object  which  gave  cause  to  the  formation  of 
the  Federal  Gtovernment  was  the  protection  of 
foreign  commerce.  The  first  convention  ^called 
to  meet  at  Annapolis,  was  for  that  especial  and 
avowed  purpose.  Such  was  the  main  purpose  of 
the  Government  formed  by  our  forefathers.  The 
power  of  "regalating  foreign  commerce"  was  ob- 
viously conferred  solely  for  its  protection.  And 
what,  I  pray^  has  Congress  been  aoing,  since  1824, 
under  its  constitutional  obligation  to  protect  and 
preserve  the  most  beneficial  and  enriching  com- 
merce ever  enjoyed  by  any  peoplel  It  has,  delib- 
erately, avowedly,  and  pcrseveringly.  levelled  the 
power  which  imposed  on  it  the  saerea  duty  of  pro- 
tecting this  great  branch  of  national  industry,  at 
its  very  existence,  in  order  to  foster  a  less  bene- 
ficial one,  over  which  it  has  no  constitutional  power 
whatever. 

Sir,  all  the  pirates  that  ever  infested  the  ocean- 
all  the  stormy  elements  that  ever  agitated  the  sur- 
face of  the  Atlantic--«11  the  disasters  occasioned 
by  human  villany  and  the  other  perils  of  the  deep 
combined—cannot  produce  half  the  injury  to  the 
exporting  States  to  which  I  have  alluded,  that  Con- 
gress is  now  producing,  deliberately  and  intention- 
ally, by  its  unjust  and  destructive  legislation.  And 
let  me  add,  that  ^ou  violate  one  of  the  most  sa- « 
cred  of  all  the  rights  of  property  by  this  inioui- 
tous  system  of  legislation.  It  is  in  vain  that  i  nat- 
ter myself  that  I  own  property,  while  any  man,  or 
aay  combination  of  men,  by  unconstitutional  and 
irresponsible  legislation,  claim  the  right,  and  ex- 
ercise the  power,  of  taxing  it  at  pleasure,  to  pro- 
vide bounties  for  themselves.  What,  sir^  is  in- 
volved essentially  in  the  first  elementary  notion  of 
the  ri^bt  of  property^  Have  I  property  in  my  cot- 
ton— ^in  that  which  1  have  lawfully  and  honestly 
produced  by  my  capital  and  laborl  Is  it  really  and 
exclusively  my  ownl  If  so,  it  follows,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  that  I  may  rightfully  dispose  of 
it,  whenever  and  wherever  I  please — ^provided  I  vi- 
olate the  rights  of  no  other  man,  by  fraud  or  vio- 
lence. It  is  one  of  the  natural  and  inalienable 
rights  of  man— a  right  which  no  Gk)vernment  on 
earth  can  constitutionally  violate. 

It  is  no  exaggeration,  therefore,  to  sav  this  is  a 
system  which  reduces  the  exporting  States  to  a 
condition  of  colonial  bondage,  as  it  makes  their 

.  interests  subservient  and  tributary  to  the  interests 
of  distant  Stai^  by  pecuniary  penalties  restricting 
their  natural  rights,  and  constraining  them  to  go 
to  a  market,  every  way  unfavorable  to  theii  inter- 
ests. 

Sir,  I  have  turned  over  in  my  mind  the  various 
svstems  of  policy  of  the  dififerent  Gk>vemments  of 
Europe,  and,  as  God  is  my  judge,  1  do  not  think 
my  mind  was  ever  brought  to  contemplate  any- 
thing in  the  form  of  human  legislation  mora  un- 
just than  the  system  I  have  attempted  to  delineate 
in  its  most  striking  features. 

To  render  still  more  plain  the  injustice  and  in- 
equalitjr  of  this  system,  and  to  show  that  this  is 
really  a  competition  between  different  branches  of 
domestic  industry,  I  will  now  present  a  practical 
illustration,  which  will  address  itself  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  every  j ust  and  unprej udiced  mind.  I, 
sir,  as  a  cotton-planter,  have  been  in  the  habit, 
for  several  years,  of  exporting  my  crop  to  Europe. 
I  have  not,  to  be  sure,  exchanged  the  whole  lor 

'  merchandise;  but  I  haa  a  right  to  do  so.  Now,  let 
us  suppose  that  I  had  done  so,  to  supply  the  com- 
munity around  me  with  the  manufactures  they 
might  require.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  man- 
ufactures thus  imported  would  be  as  rightfully  and 
truly  the  productions  of  my  industry  as  the  cotton 
I  exchanged  for  them.  Yet,  sir,  when  I  bring  that 
merchandise  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  I  meet  there 
a  manufacturer  who  has  goods  of  the  very  same 
description,  fabricated  in  a  distant  State.  He  comes 
to  the  custom-house,  and,  clothed  with  iheexdusive 
privileges  ofyour  tariff  laws,  introduces  his  mann- 

■  factures  into  my  own  State,  without  duty,  while  I 
cannot  introduce  the  same  description  of  manufac- 
tures, the  exclusive  production  of  my  own  indus- 
try, without  paying  a  high  discriminating  duty,  to 
provide  a  bounty  lor  a  distant  rival,  and  diminish 
the  value  of  my  manufactures,  as  compared  with 
his,  precisely  to  ihe  amount  of  the  dnty.    For  it  is 

,  an  undeniable  proposition,  that,  after  paying  say 
35  per  cent,  as  a  protective  duly,  I  could  not  ob- 
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Northern  manufacturer  could  obtain  for  his,  pay- 
ing no  duty  at  all.  If  human  injustice  can  go 
further  than  this,  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how.  But  I  shall  not  go  at  large  into  this 
subject;  but  will  briefly  call  the  auention  of  the 
Senate  to  one  or  two  items  ^in  the  present  tariff, 
which  I  regard  as  peculiarly  illustrative  of  the 
genius  of  this  system. 

In  the  first  place,  I  shall  call  ^our  attention  to  the 
dnty  on  iron— a  duty  which  I  believe  has  mainly  con- 
tributed to  draw  the  honest  farmers  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  and  of  some  other  States,  into  the  support  of 
the  protective  system;  though  that  system  imposes  a 
very  high  dnty — more,  I  believe,  than  100  per  cent, 
on  rolled  iron— operating  as  a  tax  upon  all  the 
farmers  and  agriculturists  of  the  United  States,  to 
promote  the  interest  of  a  few  wealthy  iron-masters. 
I^ow,  sir,  this  is  a  material  of  umVersal  use,  out 
of  which  the  implements  of  the  agriculturist  and 
the  tools  of  the  mechanic  are  made,  while  the 
shipping  interest  consumes  it  to  a  very  large  amount. 
Now,  a  system  of  free  trade  on  our  part — recipro- 
cated as  it  would  be  by  foreign  countries— would 
give  the  farmers  of  Pennsylvania  a  market  for 
their  products,  of  much  more  value  to  the  State 
than  any  benefit  the  iron-inasters  can  derive  from 
the  hign  duties  imposed  upon  iron. 

I  must  here  beg  the  attention  of  Senators,  partic- 
ularly those  from  Kentucky — to  another  item  in 
the  tariff  of  the  last  session — the  duty  upon  cotton- 
bagginfi^,  raised  to  from  50  to  100  per  cent.,  accord- 
ing to  Uie  cost  of  the  article,  and  which  should  cer- 
tainly have  gone  down  to  20  per  cent,  under  the 
pledges  of  the  compromise  act.  But,  at  the  very 
moment  of  violating  these  pledges,  by  the  act  of  the 
last  sesi/ton,  which  struck  a  fatal  blow  at  the  whole 
commerce  of  the  cotton  States— as  if  to  add  a  sting 
to  injustice  and  violated  faith,  this  duty  was  en- 
hanced beyond  the  rate' imposed  by  the  tariff  of 
1828.  Now,  sir,  this  duty  is  distinguished  from 
others,  as  unjust  as  they  are,  in  this:  that  the  whole 
of  its  burden  is  imposed  on  the  cotton-planters,  and 
its  whole  benefits  upon  some  twenty-one  manufac- 
turers of  cotton-begging.  Noo^her  class  in  the 
country  has  any  interest  in  it,  one  way  or  the  other. 
It  is,  then,  a  duty  which  simply  takes  money  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  planters,  to  put  in  the  pockets 
of  a  few  manufacturers  of  cotton-bagging.  Now, 
sir,  when  I  tell  you  that  the  duty  on  the  bagging 
I  annually  use  to  bale  my  crop  exceeds  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  I  pay  to  mj  State,  you  may  form  some 
estimate  of  its  gross  injustice — inflicted,  I  suppose, 
by  the  paternal  authority  of  a  protecting  Govern- 
ment, to  punish  the  planting  States  for  opposing  the 
protective  system. 

But  I  can  assure  the  Senators  from  Kentucky,  that, 
in  supporting  this,  and  all  other  items  of  protection 
in  the  tariff,  they  are  pursiiTng  a  suicidal  policy  as 
regards  the  great  interests  of  their  State.  For,  let  me 
tell  them  that,  under  the  combined  influence  of  in- 
terest and  indignation,  the  people  of  the  cotton 
States  are  not  only  making  their  own  bagging  out 
of  cotton,  but  raising  their  own  supplies  of  live 
stock.  And  I  can,  moreover,  assure  them,  that 
where  they  can  add  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  de- 
mand for  their  bagging,  by  this  policy,  they  will  di- 
minish the  demand  for  their  live  stock  to  the 
amount  of  ten  thousand.  Sir,  I  confidently  believe 
that  Kentucky  and  alt  the  Northwestern  States  are 
as  deeply  interested  in  free  trade,  and  the  conse- 
quent prosperity  of  the  exporting  States,  as  those 
States  themselves.  There  is  the  great  market  for 
their  live  stock.  And,  although  the  manufacturing 
States  furnish  them  with  scarcely  any  market  at  all, 
they  are  destroying  the  prosperity  or  their  best  cus- 
tomers, and  the  price  of  their  own  staple  of  trade, 
to  give  bounties  to  the  Eastern  manufacturers,  at 
the  expense  of  the  great  body  both  of  their  own  pro- 
ducers and  consumers.  And  I  will  here  state,  in 
confirmation  of  these  views,  that  the  price  of  Ken- 
tucky pork  in  South  Carolina,  in  the  last  year, 
sunk  down  from  four  to  two  dollars  a  hundred — a 
depression  wholly  without  example: 

A  few  words,  Mr.  -President,  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  a  prohibitive  tariff,  whether  partial  or  ab- 
solute, operates  to  reduce  the  value  of  the  staples  of 
exportation— an  operation  now  in  active  progress. 
Your  tariff,  to  the  amount  of  its  prohibitions,  creates 
a  necessity  of  importing  specie  to  pay  for  the  staples 
we  export.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the 
present  tariff^excludes  twenty-five  millions  of  for- 
eign manufactures,  annually,  that  would  be  im- 
ported under  a  revenue  duty  of  90  per  cent.  This 
gives  rise  to  the  importation  of  specie  to  a  large 
MBOQAt.   NoW|  eyery  dollar  of  qpode  importedlll- 


minishes,  in  that  proportion,  the  value  of  the  wbole 
mass;  and,  if  we  assume  that  in  two  or  three  yetis 
the  imports  beyond  the  exports  would  amount  to 
thirty-five  millions,  our  cunency  being  "seventr 
millions,  the  value  of  monejr  for  all  domestic  pur- 
poaes  would  be  depreciated  in  proportion,  and  ev- 
ery domestic  article  increased  m  its  mone^  price 
But  the  yery  operation  which  would  depreciate  the 
value  of  specie,  and  increase  money  prices  liere 
by  draining  the  specie  from  the  nations  of  Europe 
who  consume  our  cotton,  would  appreciate  ite 
value  of  specie,  and  depress  money  prices  there. 
Such  was  the  experience  of  Great  Britain  in  1810 
from  having  to  export  specie  to  the  continent  for 
grain.  Now.  as  tne  price  of  the  staples  of  expor- 
tation is  fixed  by  the  money  price  aoroad— princi- 
pally in  England— it  is  clear  that  a  prohibitive  tariff 
depresses  the  price  of  our  staples  at  home  and 
abroad,  while  it  increases  thatoi  every  species  of 
protected  articles. 

Having  thus  examined  the  operation  of  thepreseni 
tariff  as  a  general  burden  upon  the  great  consamint 
interest,  and  a  special  ane  upon  the  exporting  in- 
terest, I  will  say  a  few  words  on  its  operation  on  the 
revenue.  I  have  shown  that  the  gross  income  from 
imports  in  New  York  has  been  reduced  from 
Sl,963,000  in  January,  to  «255,000  in  December. 
If  this  latter  month  be  assumed  as  a  criterion  lor 
the  present  year,  the  custom-house  at  New  York 
will  yield  only  about  t3,0W,000;  and  all  of  them  to- 
gether, probaoly,  not  more  than  six  or  seven  mil< 
lions,  u  this  falling  off  in  the  customs  should 
continue,  the  Government  will  have  to  live  princi- 
pally on  loans,  or  by  direct  taxes,  or  come  to  a  stand 
As  I  am  sure  the  countir  is  prepared  to  sanction' 
neither  of  these,  the  only  remaming  course  fa  to 
reduce  the  tariff  so  as  to  render  it  a  mere  revenue 
measure;  and  I  confidently  believe  this  would  in- 
crease the  revenue  five  millions  of  dollars.  Let 
the  average  duties  be  twenty  per  cent— none  ris- 
ing above  twenty -five  per  cent.;  and  I  will  hazard 
my  reputation  on  the  result.  The  experienced 
statesmen  of  England  concur  in  the  opmionthat, 
even  there,  with  a  limited  coast  covered  with  rev^ 
nue-cutters,  that  rate  of  duty  eives  indemnity  to  the 
smuggler  for  all  his  hazards.  How  much  more 
truly  must  this  be  the  case  here,  with  our  immense 
maritime  and  inland  frontier^  the  latter  of  which 
offers  such  temptations  and  facilities  for  smoggliof 
from  the  British  provinces^ 

Then,  sir,  if  we  look  lo  the  people  at  large-the 
wealth  of  the  country,  the  credit  and  honor  of  the 
Government — every  conaideration  requires  us  to 
ftflfil  the  terms  of  the  second  resolution,  in  so  mod- 
ifying the  tariff  as  to  reduce  it  to  a  fair  constitu- 
tional measure. 

I  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate  so 
long  upon  these  topics,  that  I  shall  make  but  a  few 
very  brief  remarks  upon  the  third  resolution.  5o 
reform  can  be  radical  which  does  not  rednce  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government.  These  expendi- 
tures haye  enormously  increased  since  I  first  enter- 
ed Congressj  and  it  is  almost  astounding  to  look  at 
the  pr<»ress  of  this  increase  in  the  last  twenty 
years.  I  will  first  remark,  that  the  current  a- 
pensesofthis  Government  since  the  year  1883- 
viz:  the  expenses  of  the  army,  the  navy,  and  all  the 
branches  of  the  Government— have  increased  100 
per  cent.  But,  to  give  the  Senate  some  idea  of  this 
tendency  to  increase— surpassing  that  even  of  the 
currency— I  will  call  its  attention  tosome  of  the  con- 
tingent branches  of  expenditures:  they  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  effects  of  our  system  of  duties,  moit 
than  any  reasoning.  In  1823,  the  expenses  of  col- 
lecting the  customs  were  S756,000  with  a  revenue 
of  S19,000,000.  In  the  year  1840,  the  exiw»«»J 
collecting  the  public  revenue  were  $1,643,001), 
more  than  double  the  amount,  with  a  revotne  of  hat 
§16,^00,000.  The  contingent  expenses  of  Congress 
for  the  year  1823  were  $50,000.  The  contingent 
expenses  of  the  same  body  for  the  year  1840  were 
t276,00O-^an  enormous  increase!  This  serves  to 
illustrate  the  genius  of  the  times.  We  are  going  « 
in  a  course  of  emravagance,  the  natural  result  of 
which  must  ineyiubly  be  the  utter  destruction  of 
the  Goyemment,  sinking  under  its  own  corrup- 
tions. .    ,    J  i* 

Mr.  President,  I  have  very  great  doubt  (and  R 
has  been  a  subject  of  consideration  with  meJW 
many  years)  whether  a  free  representative  Gov- 
ernment can  permanently  exist  under  any  system 
of  indirect  taxation.  But  I  have  no  hesiiaiion  m 
expressing  the  opinion,  that  a  federal  republic  like 
ours,  embracing  manifold  pursuits  and  conflicdo^ 

iBtmiis^affe^  bj  taatioBi  ciMMt  Stev  1^ 
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Senate. 


&  system  of  impost  duties  combining  revteue  and 
protectioiL  Such,  unfortunately',  is  our  system: 
ind  I  DOW  propose  to  show  that  \i  renders  Congress 
c»ractically  an  irresponsible  and  despotic  power,  in 
•zeroising  the  greatest  and  most  vital  of  all  the 
functions  of  Groveinment^that  of  imposing  the 
)urdens  of  taxation  on  the  people.  To  be  satis- 
ied,  we  need  only  to  look  around  us.  Never,  since 
[  entered  Congress — ^more  than  twenty  years  hgo— 
lave  I  known  a  time  when  a  fixed  majority,  which 
controlled  our  legislation  on  the  subject  of  taxation, 
i^ere  not  in  favor  of  high  duties,  and  heavy  taxation. 
n  this  they  were  sustained,  and  many  of  them 
irged  on,  by  the  clamors  of  their  constituents. 

Now  the  apparent  anomaly  is  easily  compre- 
landed  by  those  who  have  studied  the  philosophy 
ind  marked  the  working  of  the  protective  system. 
t  confers  bounties,  instead  of  imposing  burdens,  up- 
m  the  constituents  of  those  who  constitute  a  legisla- 
ive  majority  on  all  measures  in  relation  to  the  sub* 
ect.  This  majority  which  impose  taxes,  so  far 
rom  contributing  to  pay  them,  kciually  receive  (he 
argesi  portion  of  them  in  the  shape  of  bounties. 
Vhty  have  a  pecuniary  interest  in  the  taxes— re- 
;eivmg  nine  dollars  where  they  pay  one,  or  the 
Jovcrament  receives  one.  Thus,  the  entire  bal- 
ince  of  the  Government  is  destroyed.  The  ma- 
ority  here  impose  burdens  upon  those  to  whom 
bey  are  not  responsible.  If  we  had  an  equal  system 
if  taxation,  every  member  would  feel  his  responsi- 
lility  to  his  own  constituents,  and,  through  them, 
0  the  whole  country;  as  it  is,  he  is  not  responsible 
0  his  constituents  for  imposing  taxes,  but  for  not 
mposin?  them.  His  greatest  political  offence  would 
«,  to  reduce  taxation.  Now,  I  ask  you,  wha^  hope 
s  there  that  economy  and  Retrenchment  will  ever 
upersedc  waste  and  extravagance  while  we  adhere 
0  the  protecting  sysiemi  We  see  members  of 
!Jon^ress,  represeniing  States  proverbially  eco- 
lOQQical  in  the  management  of  their  ow<i  affairs, 
oting  here  for  all  sorts  of  extravagant  appropria- 
ions.  Now  I  invoke  Senators  to  brmg  their 
Qinds  to  the  solemn  consideration  of  this  subject. 
Phey  cannot  long  evade  it. 
The  welfare  of  the  country,  and  the  very  cxist- 
nce  of  the  Government,  are  involved  in  it.  Let 
s,  then,  retrace  our  s  eps,  and  bring  back  the 
lovemmcnt  to  the  good  old  doctrines  of  the  prim- 
ivc  days  of  J^erson.  Reduce  the  duties  to  a 
ftvenue  scale;  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
aent  to  a  scale  of  rigid  economy;  leave  industry 
nshackled ;  protect  every  one  from  violence  and 
ajustice,  and  leave  him  to  enjoy,  undiminished, 
le  fruits  of  bis  labor.  Do  all  this,  and  you  will 
estore  the  peonle  to  prosperity  and  contentment; 
estore  the  creait  of  the  Government,  replenish  its 
xhausted  treasury;  arrest  the  Government's  sinking 
inderits  own  corruptions,  and  make  it — what  our 
ncestors  intended  it  to  b&--an  example  and  a  light 
)  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TAPPAN. 

OF  OHIO. 

It  Senate,  January  16,  1843— On  the  joint  resolu- 
tion proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  limit  the  term 
of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  and  infe- 
rior courts,  as  follows : 

Retaited  by  th»  Senate  and  Houet  of  Repreeentativee  of 
«  United  .  States  of  America  in  Congrea»  a—embled. 
wo'thirtta  of  both  Bouset  concurring  therein,)  Thai  (he  fol- 
wing  article  be  propoeed  to  the  l^egislaiuies  of  the  eevera} 
»lee  aa  an  amendment  to  the  Conatiiution  of  the  United  States, 
bich,  when  ratified  by  the  I^egielatureaof  three-founheof  the 
ad  Staieo,  ahall  be  ralid  ae  a  part  of  said  Constitution  : 

The  judges  of  the  snpreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  hold 
leir  offices  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  so  long  they  shall 
Bhave  themselyeswsU;  and  the  commission  of  all  judges  of 
ud  courts  who  may  be  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
lu  amendment  shall  expire  as  follows— that  Is  iw  say:  those 
ho  shall  haye  beeo  in  office  twenty  years,  shall  expire  in  one 
Bar;  thou  who  hare  been  iu  office  tea  ye atv,  shall  expire  in 
tree  yeant;  and  the  coromi«sions  of  ail  who  have  not  been  in 
Ince  len  years,  shall  expire  in  seven  years. 

Mr.  President:  If  any  man  supposes  that  the 
Jonstrtution  of  the  United  States  ifi  so  perfect  that 
p  alteration  in  any  part  of  it  would  make  it  belter, 
e  is  as  far  from  truth,  in  my  opinion,  as  he 
1\o  seeks  to  change  it  to  suit  the  party  tactics  of 
le  day;  and  who,  finding  himself  thwarted  in 
3me  favorite  project,  by  the  independent  exercise 
f  some  constitutional  power,  should,  for  that 
Jason,  seek  to  abrogate  that  power.  The  Consti- 
ition  was  formed  by  as  wise  and  patriotic  a  body 
r  men  as  ever  assembled  together;  but  they  were 
^t  who  were  agreeing  upon  the  mode  in  which 

Aow  a9d  t9Atn«4  nf^nxDiM  ia  fovernment 


should  be  made.  With  but  limited  experience  in 
the  working  of  a  Government  founds  on  the 
principle  ot  popular  sovereignty,  it  is  astonbhing 
that  their  work  is  as  perfect  as  it  is;  that  it  is  so  well 
adapted  "to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity." 

But,  sir,  the  Constitution  did  not  come  from  the 
hands  of  its  founders  perfect  in  all  its  parts.  The 
State  conventions,  in  adopting  it,  recommended 
many  alterations  and  amendments,  which  have 
been  agreed  to;  and  other  amendments  have  from 
time  to  time  been  made;  so  that  it  is,  in  many  par- 
ticulars, changed  from  Its  original  form.  It  should' 
be  further  amended,  from  time  to  time,  as  ex- 
perience may  point  ot^  its  defects;  and  so  as  to 
adapt  it  more  and  more  to  the  objects  which  the 
States  of  this  Union  had  in  view  in  establishing 
it;  and  especially  should  it  be  amended,  whenever 
it  is  found  to  contravene  those  principle.<i  upon 
which  our  Governments  are  founded.  I  think  mat 
the  Constitution,  in  establishing  the  judicial  depart- 
ment of  our  Government,  does  contravene  tnose 
fundamental  principles.  I  am  satisfied  that  ex- 
perience has  proved  its  defects,  and  that  public  opin- 
ion calls  loudly  for  its  amendment.  I  therefore 
perform  an  obvious  duty  in  proposing  this  resolu- 
tion. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  substan- 
tially and  practically  makes  thejudgesof  the  United 
States  courts  officers  for  life.  In  lorm  they  are  to  hold 
their  offices  "during  good  behavior;'^  they  may 
"be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and 
conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanor^;"  but  no  judge  "shall  be  con- 
victed without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  [of  the  Senate]  present"  fat  his  triaLJ 
The  power  of  impeachment  has  been  tried,  until  it 
is  well  settled  that  no  judge  can  be  removed  from 
office  in  that  way.  This  Senate  is  a  political  as 
well  as  a  judicial  body.  Our  judges  are  most  of 
them  zealous,  if  not  active  politicians;  and  when 
impeached,  find,  in  more  than  one-third  of  the  Sen- 
ate, political  friends  willing  to  screen  them  from 
punishment.  A  judge  may  become  insane  the  day 
after  his  nomination  is  confirmed;  and  yet  he  re- 
mains a  judge  for  life:  no  power  but  death  can 
constitutionally  remove  him  from  office.  So,  if  he 
becomes  an  habitual  drunkard,  drunkenness  is  not 
technically  a  crime,  or  misdemeanor.  So  it  is  of 
many  things  which  disqualify  a  man  from  being  a 
judge,  and  which  (if  the  office  were  elective^  would 
induce  the  people  to  leave  him  out  as  totally  unfit. 
Tkey  are  not  impeachable  ofiences,  and  therefore 
not  sufficient  to  remove  him  from  office. 

To  discharge  the  duties  ot  a  judge,  it  is  requisite 
that  the  individual  should  have  "a  sound  mind  in 
a  sound  body."  The  duty  of  a  judge  cannot  he 
well  performed  without  great  labor.  There  is  no 
occupation  of  the  mind  which  requires  more  study. 
In'  the  prime  and  vigor  of  life,  this  labor  may  be 

gerformed,  and  its  performance  may  be  a  pleasure; 
utyour  Judges  grow  old,  and  infirm;  neither  fiifor, 
nor  capable  of,  the  bodily  or  mental  labor  exacted 
by  their  station.  In  consideration  of  this,  some  States 
have  introduced  a  limitation  of  age,  and  do  not  al- 
low a  judge  to  remain  on  the  bench  after  he  has  ar-  , 
rived  at  tne  prescribed  time  of  life.  We  have  no 
wav  to  get  rid  of  such  a  judge,  but  by  impeachment. 
Manv  cases  have  occurrea  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  of  judges  having  oecome 
unfit  to  discharge  their  duties.  Two  in  our  history 
place  the  operation  of  the  constitntional  provision 
as  to  tenure  of  office,  in  such  a  strong  and  absurd 
point  of  view,  as  Co  justify  their  special  notice.  The 
first  is  the  case  of  Judge  Pickering,  formerly  of 
the  United  States  court  for  the  district  of  New 
Hampshire.  He  had  become  insane  by  sickness,  or 
intemperance,  (it  does  not  appear  clearly  which,) 
and  was  wholly  incapable  of  performing  his  duty. 
The  people  of  New  Hampshire  wished  to  get  rid  of 
the  judge,  and  there  was  no  way  in  which  this 
could  be  done,  but  hy  impeachment.  He  could 
not  regularly  be  impeached,  unless  he  had  commit- 
ted "treason,  briberv,  or  some  other  high  crime  or 
misdemeanor;"  all  he  had  done,  was,  to  go  on  the 
bench  in  court  time,  either  insane  or  drunk^  swear 
some  profane  oaths,  and  decide  a  cause  differently 
from*whar,  by  law,  it  ought  to  be  decided:  all  this  was 
bad  enough;  but  it  would  not  have  happened,  if  the 
persons  attending  the  court  had  conducted  with 
'propriety,  and  had  leA  the  judge  to  hold  his  court 


propriety,  and  naa  len  the  judge  to  ooid  nis  court       approved  by  experience,    ii  our  i;K)vernmen(,  m 
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such  outrageous  conduct.  But  in  all  this,  the  jndga 
had  commuted  no  impeachable  offence.  There 
was  no  treason  or  bribery  to  charge  him  with;  and 
to  determine  what  were  crimes  or  misdemeanors, 
it  was  necessary  to  examine  the  statute  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  no  other  place  could  a  de- 
scription of  them  be  found;  but  no  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  made  it  a  crime  or  misdemeanor  in  a 
judge  to  make  an  erroneous  adjudication.  Nor 
did  the  law  declare  it  a  crime  to  be  insane,  or  drunk, 
or  to  use  profane  language.  The  United  Slates 
have  no  common-law  ofiTences,  and.  these  were  not 
declared  such  by  statute.  This  was  a  sad  dilemma 
for  a  great  nation  to  be  in;  but  the  necessity  of  mee- 
ting rid  of  the  judge  was  imperative,  and,  instead  of 
taking  the  straightforward  course,  and  recommend^ 
ing  an  alteration  of  this  absurd  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  which  they  had  found  so  mischiev- 
01LS  in  practice,  the  House  of  Representatives 
exhibited  four  articles  of  impeachment  against  (he 
judge:  the  three  first  were  for  his  decisions  in  a 
cause  on  trial  before  him,  which  were  undoubtedly 
erroneous,  but  not  criminal;  the  fourth  was  for  ap- 
pearing on  the  l)ench  of  his  court  drunk,  and  using 
Erofane  language;  which  was  indeed  highly  repre- 
ensible,  but  it  was  not  contrary  to  law.  And  there 
is  much  reason  to  doubt  whether  insanity  was  not 
construed  drunkenness,  from  the  necessity  of  th« 
case — it  being  more  plausible  ground  for  imjieach- 
ment;  for  it  seems,  by  the  proceedings,  that  it  was 
suggested  to  the  court  by  a  son  of  the  judge,  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  conduct  charged  against  him,  he 
was  insane,  and  remained  so  at  the  time  of  trial; 
which  suggestion  was  supported  by  the  testimony 
of  two  members  of  the  court,  and  oy  the  affidavits 
of  several  persons  whose  integrity  and  veracity 
were  unimpeached.  After  having  this  matter  before 
them  a  year,  the  Senate  at  last  tried  the  judge  in 
his  absence,  found  him  guilty  on  all  the  charges, 
and  removed  him  from  office. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  Judge  Duvall,  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  who  sat  on  the  Iwnch  of  that  court 
more  than  ten  years  after  he  had  become  so  deaf 
that  he  could  not  hear  a  word  that  was  spoken  in 
court.  If  the  whole  court  had  been  as  deaf  as 
Judge  Duvall,  they  must  have  sat  there  until  death 
removed  them;  for,  after  the  farce  of  removing 
Judge  Pickering,  it  was  not  possible  to  get  up  and 
carry  through  such  another  perversion  of  law  and 
justice.  NoWy  if  a  judge  become  insane,  a  drunk- 
ard, deaf,  superannuat»i,  or  in  any  way  incapable 
of  performing  his  duty,  he  must  remain  an  incum* 
bent  of  the  office.  Let  the  necessity  of  getting  rid 
of  him  be  ever  so  urgent,  he  cannot  be  removed  by 
impeachment,  for  he  has  committed  no  crime;  and 
it  would  not  now  be  suffered  that  anv  man  should 
be  impeached,  and  convicted  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  tor  acts  which  no  court  of  law 
wduld  dare  to  pronounce  such. 

The  fundamental  principle  on  which  society 
and  government  repose  in  these  States,  is  the  per* 
feet  lil)erty  and  equality  of  our  citizens.  We  adopt 
in  theory,  and  without  any  limitation,  the  doctrine 
that  the  sovereign  power  exists  at  all  times  in  the 
whole  body  of  the  people;  and  that  so  much  of  that 
power  as  the  public  pMce  and  safetv  reouire  4o  be 
exercised,  can  only  act  legitimately  when  it  acta 
according  to  their  will,  as  their  instrument  or  ser- 
vant. The  State  Gbvernments  and  the  Gkneral 
Government  are  difierently  orc^anized,  and  have 
different  duties  to  perform;  but  the  same  principles 
are  the  foundation  of  all  of  them  in  theory:  in 
practice,  there  have  been  departures  from  them — 
one  of  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  amendment  to 
correct.  I  believe,  sir,  that,  for  the  number  of  our 
people,  we  are  .the  strongest  Government  on  earth. 
We  owe  this  strength  to  our  institutions— to  the 
extent  to  which,  in  practice,  we  carry  out  our  theo- 
ries of  eovemment.  And  does  noit  fits  provdt  nat  x 
will  add  to  our  security  and  strength  to  conform 
the  practice  of  our  State  and  National  Govem- 
roents  entirely  to  the  principles  we  professl  For 
myself,  I  declare  freely,  that  I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  add  greatly  to  our  security  in  "the  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,'' 
and  strengtnen  our  Government  much  more,  to 
have  the  exerci.<«  of  all  power  more  immediately 
by  the  people,  in  the  election  of  all  officers  (judi- 
cial, as  well  as  executive  and  legislative)  for  short 
periods  of  lime,  and  by  direct  vote  of  the  people. 

Government,  with  us,  is  a  practical  science;  so 
that  there  is  little  or  no  danger  that  theories  will 
stand  their  ground  long,  unless  they  are  tested  and 
approved  by  experience.    If  our  Government,  in- 
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of  his  providence  in  giving  them  a  genial  sun 
and  prodacUve  soil.  Providence  has  done  much 
for  iis^  but  what  has  the  Government  donel 

Before  I  proceed,  allow  me  to  remark,  that  the 
first  object  which  gave  cause  to  the  formation  of 
the  Federal  Grovernment  was  the  protection  of 
foreign  commerce.  The  first  convention  ^called 
to  meet  at  Annapolis,  was  for  that  especial  and 
avowed  purpose.  Such  was  the  main  purpose  of 
the  Government  formed  by  our  forefathers.  The 
power  of  "regulating  foreign  commerce"  was  ob- 
viously conferred  solely  for  its  protection.  And 
-  what,  I  pray^  has  Congress  been  aoing,  since  1824, 
under  its  constitational  obligation  to  protect  and 
preserve  the  most  beneficial  and  enriching  com- 
merce ever  enjoyed  by  any  peoplel  It  has,  delib- 
erately, avowedly,  and  pcrseveringly.  levelled  the 
power  which  imposed  on  it  the  saerea  duty  of  pro- 
tecting this  great  branch  of  national  industry,  at 
its  very  existence,  in  order  to  foster  a  less  bene- 
ficial one,  over  which  it  has  no  constitutional  power 
whatever. 

Sir,  all  the  pirates  that  ever  infested  the  ocean— 
all  the  stormy  elements  that  ever  agitated  the  sur- 
face of  the  Atlantic— «11  the  disasters  occasioned 
by  human  villany  and  the  other  perils  of  the  deep 
combined-— cannot  produce  half  the  injury  to  the 
exporting  States  to  which  I  have  alluded,  that  Con- 
gress is  now  producing,  deliberately  and  intention- 
ally, by  its  unjust  and  destructive  legislation.  And 
let  me  add,  that  vou  violate  one  of  the  most  sa- 
cred of  all  the  rij^hts  of  property  by  this  inioui- 
tous  system  of  legislation.  It  is  in  vain  that  i  nat- 
ter myself  that  I  own  property,  while  any  man,  or 
any  combination  of  men,  by  unconstitutional  and 
irresponsible  legislation,  claim  the  right,  and  ex- 
ercise the  power,  of  taxing  it  at  pleasure,  to  pro- 
vide bounties  for  themselves.  What,  sir^  is  in- 
volved essentially  in  the  first  elementary  notion  of 
the  ri^ht  of  property!  Have  I  property  in  my  cot- 
ton— ^m  that  which  1  have  lawfully  and  honestly 
produced  by  my  capital  and  labor!  Is  it  really  and 
exclusively  my  ownl  If  so,  it  follows,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  that  I  may  rightfully  dispose  of 
it,  whenever  and  wherever  I  please — ^provided  I  vi- 
olate the  ri|;hls  of  no  other  man,  by  fraud  or  vio- 
lence. It  IS  one  of  the  natural  and  inalienable 
rights  of  man — a  right  which  no  Qovernment  on 
earth  can  constitutionally  violate. 

It  is  no  exaggeration,  therefore,  to  sav  this  is  a 
system  which  reduces  the  exporting  States  to  a 
condition  of  colonial  bondage,  as  it  makes  their 
.  interests  subservient  and  tributary  to  the  interests 
of  distant  States,  by  pecaniary  penalties  restricting 
their  natural  rights,  and  constraining  them  to  go 
to  a  market,  every  way  unfavorable  to  theii  inter- 
ests. 

Sir,  I  have  turned  over  in  my  mind  the  various 
svstems  of  policy  of  the  different  Gk>vernments  of 
Europe,  and,  as  God  is  my  judge,  1  do  not  think 
my  mind  was  ever  brought  to  contemplate  any- 
thing in  the  form  of  human  legislation  more  un- 
just than  the  system  I  have  attempted  to  delineate 
in  its  most  striking  features. 

To  render  still  more  plain  the  injustice  and  in- 
equalitjr  of  this  system,  and  to  show  that  this  is 
really  a  competition  between  different  branches  of 
domestic  industry,  I  will  now  present  a  practical 
illustration,  which  will  address  itself  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  every  j  ust  and  unprej  udiced  mind.  I, 
sir,  as  a  cotton-planter,  have  been  in  the  habit, 
for  several  years,  of  exporting  my  crop  to  Europe. 
I  have  not,  to  be  sure,  exchanged  the  whole  for 
*  roerchandi^e*,  but  I  had  a  right  to  do  so.  Now,  let 
us  suppose  that  I  had  done  so,  to  supply  the  com- 
munity around  me  with  the  manufactures  they 
might  require.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  man- 
ufactures thus  imported  would  be  as  rightfully  and 
truly  the  productions  of  my  industry  as  the  cotton 
I  exchanged  for  them.  Yet,  sir,  when  I  bring  that 
merchandise  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  I  meet  there 
a  manufacturer  who  has  goods  of  the  very  same 
description,  fabricated  in  a  distant  State.  He  comes 
to  the  custom-house,  and,  clothed  with  theexdusive 
privileges  of  your  tariff  laws,  introduces  his  manu- 
factures into  my  own  State,  without  duty;  while  I 
cannot  introduce  the  same  description  of  manufac- 
tures, the  exclusive  production  of  my  own  indus- 
try^ without  paying  a  high  discriminating  duty,  to 
provide  a  bounty  for  a  distant  rival,  and  diminish 
the  value  of  my  manufactures,  as  compared  with 
his,  precisely  to  ihe  amount  of  the  duly.  For  it  is 
.  an  undeniable  proposition,  that,  after  paying  say 
35  per  cent,  as  a  protective  duly,  I  could  not  ob- 
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Northern  manufacturer  could  obtain  for  his,  pay- 
ing no  duty  at  all.  If  human  injustice  can  go 
further  than  this,  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how.  But  I  shall  not  go  at  large  into  this 
subject;  but  will  bntSiy  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  one  or  two  items  'in  the  present  tariff, 
which  I  regard  as  peculiarly  illustrative  of  the 
genius  of  th&  system. 

In  the  first  place,  I  shall  call  your  attention  to  the 
duty  on  iron— a  duty  which  I  believe  has  mainly  con- 
tributed to  draw  the  honest  farmers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  and  of  some  other  States,  into  the  support  of 
the  protective  system;  though  that  system  imposes  a 
very  high  duty — more,  I  believe,  than  100  per  cent, 
on  rolled  iron— operating  as  a  tax  upon  all  the 
farmers  and  agriculturists  of  the  United  States,  to 
promote  the  interest  of  a  few  wealthy  iron-masters. 
Now,  sir,  this  is  a  material  of  universal  use,  out 
of  which  the  implements  of  the  agriculturist  and 
the  tools  of  the  mechanic  are  made,  while  the 
shipping  interest  consumes  it  to  a  very  large  amount. 
Now,  a  system  of  free  trade  on  our  part — recipro- 
cated as  it  would  be  by  foreign  countries— would 
give  the  farmers  of  Pennsylvania  a  market  for 
their  products,  of  much  more  value  to  the  State 
than  any  benefit  the  iron-inasters  can  derive  from 
the  high  duties  imposed  upon  iron. 

I  must  here  beg  the  attention  of  Senators,  partic- 
ularly those  from  Kentucky — to  another  item  in 
the  tariff  of  the  last  session — ^the  duty  upon  cotton- 
bagginsf,  raised  to  from  50  to  100  per  cent.,  accord- 
ing to  the  cost  of  the  article,  and  which  should  cer- 
tainly have  gone  down  to  20  per  cent,  under  the 
pledges  of  the  compromise  act.  But,  at  the  very 
moment  of  violating  these  pledges,  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  which  struck  a  fatal  blow  at  the  whole 
commerce  of  the  cotton  States— as  if  to  add  a  sting 
to  injustice  and  violated  faith,  this  duty  was  en- 
hanced beyond  the  rate' imposed  by  the  tariff  of 
1828.  Now,  sir,  this  duty  if  distinguished  from 
others,  as  unjust  as  they  are,  in  this:  that  the  whole 
of  its  burden  is  imposed  on  the  cotton-planters,  and 
its  whole  benefits  upon  some  twenty-one  manufac- 
turers of  cotton-begging.  No  o;her  class  in  the 
country  has  any  interest  in  it,  one  way  or  the  other. 
It  is,  then,  a  auty  which  simply  taaes  money  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  planters,  to  put  in  the  pockets 
of  a  few  manufacturers  of  cotton-bagging.  Now, 
sir,  when  I  tell  you  that  the  duty  on  the  bagging 
I  annually  use  to  bale  my  crop  exceeds  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  I  pay  to  mjr  State,  you  may  form  some 
estimate  of  its  gross  injustice— inflicted,  I  suppose, 
by  the  paternal  authority  of  a  protecting  Govern- 
ment, to  punish  the  planting  States  for  opposing  the 
protective  system. 

But  I  can  assure  the  Senators  from  Kentucky,  that, 
in  supporting  this,  and  all  other  items  of  protection 
in  the  tariff,  they  are  pursiITng  a  suicidal  policy  as 
regaidsthe  great  interests  of  their  State.  For,  let  me 
tell  them  that,  under  the  combined  influence  of  in- 
terest and  indignation,  the  people  of  the  cotton 
States  are  not  only  making  their  own  bagging  out 
of  cotton,  but  raising  their  own  supplies  of  live 
stock.  And  I  can,  moreover,  assure  them,  that 
where  they  can  add  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  de- 
mand for  their  bagging,  by  this  policy,  they  will  di- 
minish the  demand  for  their  live  stock  to  the 
amount  of  ten  thousand.  Sir,  I  confidently  believe 
that  Kentucky  and  alt  the  Northwestern  States  are 
as  deeply  interested  in  free  trade,  and  the  conse- 
quent prosperity  of  the  exporting  States,  as  those 
States  themselves.  There  is  the  great  market  for 
their  live  stock.  And,  although  the  manufacturing 
States  furnish  them  with  scarcely  any  market  at  all, 
they  are  destroying  the  prosperity  of*^  their  best  cus- 
tomers, and  the  price  of  their  own  staple  of  trade, 
to  give  bounties  to  the  Eastern  manufacturers,  at 
the  expense  of  the  great  body  both  of  their  own  pro- 
ducers and  c<Hisumers.  And  I  will  here  state,  in 
confirmation  of  these  views,  that  the  price  of  Ken- 
tucky pork  in  South  Carolina,  in  tne  last  year, 
sunk  down  from  four  to  two  dollars  a  hundred — a 
depression  wholly  without  example: 

A  few  words,  Mr.  -President,  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  a  prohibitive  tariff,  whether  partial  or  ab- 
solute, operates  to  reduce  the  value  of  the  staples  of 
exportation — an  operation  now  in  active  progress. 
Your  tariff,  to  the  amount  of  it<;  prohibitions,  creates 
a  necessity  of  importing  specie  to  pay  for  the  staples 
we  export.  It  mav  be  safely  assumed  that  the 
present  tariff^exclujes  twenty-five  millions  of  for- 
eign manufactures,  annually,  that  would  be  im- 
ported under  a  revenue  duty  of  90  per  cent  This 
gives  rise  to  the  importation  of  specie  to  a  large 
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minishes,  in  that  proportion,  the  value  of  the  whole 
mass;  and,  if  we  assume  that  in  two  or  three  yeais 
the  imports  beyond  the  exports  would  amoomto 
thirty-five  millions,  our  cunency  being  seveatr 
millions,  the  value  of  money  for  all  domestic  pv- 
poses  would  be  depreciated  in  proportion,  and  ev- 
ery  domestic  article  increased  m  its  money  price. 
But  the  very  operation  which  would  depreciite  the 
value  of  specie,  and  increase  money  prices  here, 
by  draining  the  specie  from  the  nations  of  Europe 
who  consume  our  cotton,  would  appreciate  toe 
value  of  specie,  and  depress  money  prices  there. 
Such  was  the  experience  of  Great  Britain  in  1640, 
from  having  to  export  specie  to  the  continent  for 
grain.  Now.  as  tne  price  of  the  staples  of  expor- 
tation is  fixed  by  the  money  price  aoroad— priDci- 
pally  in  England— it  is  clear  that  a  prohibitive  tariff 
depresses  the  price  of  our  staples  at  home  and 
abroad,  while  it  increases  that  or  every  qiecies  of 
protected  articles. 

Having  thus  examined  the  operation  oftheprese&i 
tariflTas  a  general  burden  upon  the  great consamin; 
Interest,  and  a  special  one  upon  the  expoiting  in. 
terest,  I  will  say  a  few  words  on  its  operation  on  the 
revenue.  I  have  shown  that  the  gross  income  from 
imports  in  New  York  has  been  reduced  from 
Sl,963,000  in  January,  to  #255,000  in  December. 
If  this  latter  month  be  assumed  as  a  criterion  (or 
the  present  year,  the  custom-house  at  New  York 
will  yield  only  about  t3,0()0,000-,  and  all  of  them  to- 
gether, probably,  not  more  than  six  or  seven  mil- 
lions.  If  this  falling  off  in  the  customs  ahonld 
continue,  the  Government  will  have  to  live  princi- 
pally on  loans,  or  by  direct  taxes,  or  come  to  a  sumd 
As  I  am  sure  the  country  is  prepared  to  sanctioa* 
neither  of  these,  the  only  remaming  courKiito 
reduce  the  tariff  so  as  to  render  it  a  mere  revenue 
measure;  and  I  confidently  believe  this  would  in- 
crease the  revenue  five  nsillions  of  dollars.  Let 
the  average  duties  be  twenty  per  cent— none  ris- 
ing above  twenty-five  per  cent.;  and  I  will  hazard 
my  reputation  on  the  result.  The  experienced 
statesmen  of  England  concur  in  the  opmion  that, 
even  there,  with  a  limited  coast  covered  with  rere* 
noe-cutters,  that  rate  of  duty  gives  indemnity  to  the 
smuggler  for  all  his  hazards.  How  mnch  more 
truly  must  this  be  the  case  here,  with  our  immease 
maritime  and  inland  frontier^  the  latter  of  which 
offers  such  temptations  and  facilities  for  smnggiiof 
from  the  British  provinces'! 

Then,  sir,  if  we  look  lo  the  people  at  large-tbe 
wealth  of  the  country,  the  credit  and  honor  of  the 
Government — evenr  consideration  requires  ns  to 
fulfil  the  terms  of  the  second  resolution,  inso  mod- 
ifyine  the  tariff  as  to  reduce  it  to  a  fair  cooBtita* 
tionai  measure. 

I  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate  a> 
long  upon  the^  topics,  that  I  shall  make  botafev 
very  brief  remarks  upon  the  third  resolution.  No 
reform  can  be  radical  which  does  not  reduce  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government.  These  expendi- 
tures have  enormously  increased  since  I  first  enter- 
ed Congress;  and  it  is  almost  astounding  to  look  at 
the  progress  of  this  increase  in  the  last  twenty 
years.  I  will  first  remark,  that  the  current  ex- 
penses of  this  Government  since  the  year  1833— 
viz:  the  expenses  of  the  army,  the  navy,  and  all  the 
branches  of  the  Government — ^have  increased  100 
per  cent.  But,  to  give  the  Senate  some  idea  of  this 
tendency  to  increase— surpassing  that  even  of  the 
currency— I  will  call  its  attention  to  Fome  of  the  con- 
tingent branches  of  expenditures:  they  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  effects  of  our  system  of  duti^  more 
than  any  reasoning.  In  I8S3,  the  expenses  of  col- 
lecting the  cui'tomswere  $756,000  with  areveaoe 
of  S19,000,000.  In  the  year  1840,  the  expenses  of 
collecting  the  public  revenue  were  $1,5^000, 
more  than  double  the  axhount,  with  a  revenoe  of  hat 
§16,000,000.  The  contingent  expenses  of  Congress 
for  the  year  1823  were  $50,000.  The  contingent 
expenses  of  the  same  body  for  the  year  1840  were 
t976,000^an  enormous  increase!  This  serves  to 
illustrate  the  genius  of  the  times.  We  are  going  « 
in  a  course  of  ejRravagance,  the  natural  resuk  of 
which  must  inevitably  be  the  utter  destniction  of 
the   Government,  sinking   imder  its  own  corrop* 

tions. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  very  great  donbi  (and  it 
has  been  a  subject  of  consideration  with  me  ior 
many  years)  whether  a  free  representative  Gov- 
ernment can  permanently  exist  under  any  system 
of  indirect  taxation.  But  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
expressing  the  opinion,  that  a  federal  republic  like 
ours,  embracing  manifold  pursuits  and  coatac^t 
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&  system  of  impost  duties  combining  revteae  and 
protection.  Such,  nnfortuoately',  is  our  system: 
ind  I  DOW  propose  to  show  that  it  renders  Congress 
practically  an  irresponsible  and  despotic  power,  in 
szercising  the  greatest  and  most  vital  of  all  the 
functions  of  Groveinment^that  of  imposing  the 
)ardens  of  taxation  on  the  people.  Ix)  be  satis- 
ied,  we  need  only  to  look  around  us.  Never,  since 
[  Rntercd  Congress — ^more  than  twenty  years  ago— 
lare  I  known  a  time  when  a  fixed  majority,  which 
:ontrolIed  our  legislation  on  the  subject  of  taxation, 
yercnot  in  favor  of  high  duties,  and  heavy  taxation. 
n  this  they  were  sostained,  and  many  of  them 
irged  on,  by  the  clamors  of  their  constituents. 

Now  the  apparent  anomaly  is  easily  compre- 
landed  by  those  who  have  studied  the  philosophy 
ind  marked  the  working  of  the  protective  system. 
I  confers  bounties,  instead  of  imposing  burdens,  up- 
m  the  constituents  of  those  who  constitute  a  legisla- 
ive  majority  on  all  measures  in  relation  to  the  sub* 
ect.  This  majority  which  impose  taxes,  so  far 
rom  contributing  to  pay  them,  actually  receive  the 
argesi  portion  of  them  in  the  shape  of  bounties. 
They  have  a  pecuhiary  interest  in  the  taxes— re- 
:eivmg  nine  dollars  where  they  pay  one,  or  the 
Jovcrament  receives  one.  Thus,  the  entire  bal- 
ince  of  the  Government  is  destroyed.  The  ma- 
ority  here  impose  burdens  upon  those  to  whom 
hey  are  not  responsible.  If  we  had  an  equal  system 
>f  taxation,  every  member  would  feel  his  responsi- 
ulily  to  his  own  constituents,  and,  through  them, 
0  the  whole  country;  as  it  is,  he  is  not  responsible 
0  his  constituents  for  imposing  lax&s,  but  for  not 
mposin?  them.  His  greatest  political  offence  would 
«,  to  reduce  taxation.  Now,  I  ask  you,  wha^  hope 
s  there  that  economy  and  retrenchment  will  ever 
upersede  waste  and  extravagance  while  we  adhere 
0  the  protecting  sysicml  We  see  members  of 
5on^ress,  representing  States  proverbially  eco- 
lOQpical  in  the  management  of  their  own  affairs, 
oting  here  for  all  sorts  of  extravagant  appropria- 
ions.  Now  I  invoke  Senators  to  brmg  their 
ainds  to  the  solenm  consideration  of  this  subject. 
They  cannot  long  evade  it. 

The  welfare  of  the  country,  and  the  very  exist- 
nce  of  the  Government,  are  involved  in  it.  Let 
s,  then,  retrace  our  s  eps,  and  bring  back  the 
Ipvemmcnt  to  the  good  old  doctrines  of  the  prim- 
ive  days  of  J^erson.  Reduce  the  duties  to  a 
evenue  scale;  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
aent  to  a  scale  of  rigid  economy;  leave  industry 
nshackled ;  protect  every  one  from  violence  and 
ajustice,  and  leave  him  to  enjoy,  undiminished, 
le  fruits  of  his  labor.  Do  all  this,  and  you  will 
estore  the  people  to  prosperity  and  contentment; 
cstore  the  credit  of  the  Government,  replenish  its 
xhausted  treasury;  arrest  the  Government's  sinking 
inderits  own  corruptions,  and  make  it— what  our 
ncestors  intended  it  to  be — an  example  and  a  light 
)  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TAPPAN. 

OF  OHIO. 

It  SenaU,  Jafmary  16,  1843— On  the  joint  resolu- 
tion proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  limit  the  term 
of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  and  infe- 
rior courts,  as  follows : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreeerUatiTee  of 
«  United  States  of  America  in  Congreet  aeeembUd. 
wO'thirOa  of  both  Boueee  concurring  therein,)  That  the  fol- 
wing  article  be  proposed  to  the  l^egislaiurM  of  the  eeverai 
^\ee  ae  an  amendment  to  the  Coneiiiuiion  ofthe  United  Statee, 
■AiS  ^*^*'*  ratified  by  the  Legislamrea  ofthree-founheor  the 
M  Statee,  shall  be  ralid  as  a  part  of  said  Constitution : 
^mely  : 

The  judge*  of  the  anpreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  hold 
'"""roces  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  so  long  they  shall 
Bhave  ihemselyeswell;  and  the  commiMione  of  allindgea  of 
ufl  courts  who  mey  be  in  olBce  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
'"^^•ndment  shall  expire  as  follows— that  is  ti*  say:  those 
no  shall  haye  been  in  offloo  twenty  years,  shall  expire  in  one 
•w;  those  who  have  been  hi  nfilce  ten  yeal»,  shall  expire  in 
■rcA  yearit;  and  the  commissions  of  all  who  bare  not  been  in 
■nee  len  years,  shall  expire  In  seven  years. 

,Mr.  President:  If  any  man  supposes  that  the 
onstitntion  of  the  United  States  is  so  perfect  that 

0  alteration  in  any  part  of  it  would  make  it  better, 
e  is  as  far  from  truth,  in  my  opinion,  as  he 
^0  seeks  to  change  it  to  suit  the  party  tactics  of 
ie  day;  and  who,  finding  himself  thwarted  in 
^me  favorite  project,  by  the  independent  exercise 

1  some  constitutional  power,  should,  for  that 
^on,  seek  to  abrogate  that  power.  The  Consti- 
ition  was  formed  by  as  wise  and  patriotic  a  body 
I  nien  as  ever  assembled  together;  but  they  were 
^,  who  were  agreeing  upon  the  mode  in  which 
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should  be  made.  With  but  limited  experience  in 
the  working  of  a  Government  founded  on  the 
principle  oi  popular  soverei^ty,  it  is  astonbhing 
that  their  work  is  as  perfect  as  it  is;  that  it  is  so  well 
adapted  "to form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity." 

But,  sir,  the  Constitution  did  not  come  from  the 
hands  of  its  founders  perfect  in  all  its  parts.  The 
State  conventions,  in  adopting  it,  recommended 
many  alterations  and  amendments,  which  have 
been  agreed  to;  and  other  amendments  have  from 
time  to  time  been  made;  so  that  it  is,  in  many  par- 
ticulars, changed  from  its  original  form.  It  should' 
be  further  amended,  from  time  to  time,  as  ex- 
perience may  point  ot^  its  defects;  and  so  as  to 
adapt  it  more  and  more  to  the  objects  which  the 
States  of  this  Union  had  in  view  in  establishing 
it;  and  especially  should  it  be  amended,  whenever 
it  is  found  to  contravene  those  principle.<i  upon 
which  our  Governments  are  foimded.  I  think  mat 
the  Constitution,  in  establishing  the  judicial  depart- 
ment of  our  Government,  does  contravene  tnose 
fundamental  principles.  I  am  satisfied  that  ex- 
perience has  proved  its  defects,  and  that  public  opin- 
ion calls  loudly  for  its  amendment.  I  therefore 
perform  an  obvious  duty  in  proposing  this  resolu- 
tion. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  substan- 
tially and  practically  makes  thejudges  ofthe  United 
States  courts  officers  for  life.  In  formthev  are  to  hold 
their  offices  "during  good  behavior;''  they  may 
"be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and 
conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanor^;"  but  no  judge  "shall  be  con- 
victed without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  [of  the  Senate]  present"  fat  his  triaUJ 
The  power  of  impeachment  has  been  tried,  until  it 
is  well  settled  that  no  judge  can  be  removed  from 
office  in  that  way.  This  Senate  is  a  political  as 
well  as  a  judicial  body.  Our  judges  are  most  of 
them  zealous,  if  not  active  politicians;  and  when 
impeached,  find,  in  more  than  one-third  of  the  Sen- 
ate, political  friends  willing  to  screen  them  from 
punishment.  A  judge  may  become  insane  the  day 
after  his  nomination  is  confirmed;  and  yet  he  re- 
mains a  judge  for  life:  no  power  but  death  can 
constitutionally  remove  him  from  office.  So,  if  he 
becomes  an  habitual  drunkard,  drunkenness  is  not 
technically  a  crime,  or  misdemeanor.  So  it  is  of 
many  things  which  disqualify  a  man  from  being  a 
judge,  and  which  (if  the  office  were  elective^  would 
induce  the  people  to  leave  him  out  as  totally  unfit. 
Tkey  are  not  impeachable  ofiences,  and  therefore 
not  sufficient  to  remove  him  from  office. 

To  discbarge  the  duties  ot  a  judge,  it  is  requisite 
that  the  individual  should  have  "a  sound  mind  in 
a  sound  body."  The  duty  of  a  judge  cannot  he 
well  performed  without  great  labor.  There  is  no 
occupation  of  the  mind  which  requires  more  study. 
In'  the  prime  and  vigor  of  life,  this  labor  may  be 

Performed,  and  its  performance  may  be  a  pleasure; 
utyour  judges  grow  old,  and  infirm;  neither  fit  for, 
nor  capable  of,  the  bodily  or  mental  labor  exacted 
by  their  station.  In  consideration  of  this,  some  States 
have  introduced  a  limitation  of  age,  and  do  not  al- 
low a  judge  to  remain  on  the  bencn  after  he  has  ar-  . 
rived  at  the  prescribed  time  of  life.  We  have  no 
wav  to  get  rid  of  such  a  judge,  but  by  impeachment. 
Manv  cases  have  occurred  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  of  judges  having  become 
unfit  to  discharge  their  duties.  Two  in  our  history 
place  the  operation  of  the  constitutional  provision 
as  to  tenure  of  office,  in  such  a  strong  and  absurd 
point  of  view,  as  ro  justify  their  special  notice.  The 
first  is  the  case  of  Judge  Pickering,  formerly  of 
the  United  States  court  for  the  district  of  New 
Hampshire.  He  had  become  insane  by  sickness,  or 
intemperance,  (it  does  not  appear  clearly  which,) 
and  was  wholly  incapable  of  performing  his  duty. 
The  people  of  New  Hampshire  wished  to  ^et  rid  of 
the  judge,  and  there  was  no  way  in  which  this 
could  be  done,  but  by  impeachment.  He  could 
not  regularly  be  impeached,  unless  he  had  commit- 
ted "treason,  briberv,  or  some  other  high  crime  or 
misdemeanor;"  all  he  had  done,  was,  to  go  on  the 
bench  in  court  time,  either  insane  or  drunk^  swear 
some  profane  oaths,  and  decide  a  cause  differently 
from*what,  bv  law,  it  ought  to  be  decided:  all  this  was 
bad  enough;  but  it  would  not  have  happened,  if  the 
persons  attending  the  court  had  conducted  with 
propriety,  and  had  lefl  the  jndge  to  hold  his  court 
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such  outrageous  conduct.  But  in  all  this,  the  judge 
had  committed  no  impeachable  offence.  There 
waa  no  treason  or  bribery  to  charge  him  with;  and 
to  determine  what  were  crimes  or  misdemeanors, 
it  was  necessary  to  examine  the  statute  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  no  other  place  could  a  de- 
scription of  them  be  fonnd;  but  no  law  ofthe  Uni- 
ted Slates  made  it  a  crime  or  misdemeanor  in  a 
judge  to  make  an  erroneous  adjudication.  Nor 
did  the  law  declare  it  a  crime  to  be  insane,  or  dmnk, 
or  to  use  profane  language.  The  United  States 
have  no  common-law  ofiences,  and  these  were  not 
declared  such  by  statute.  This  was  a  sad  dilemma 
for  a  great  nation  to  be  in;  but  the  necessity  of  |eC- 
tin^  rid  ofthe  judge  was  imperative,  and,  instead  of 
taking  the  straightforward  course,  and  recommend^ 
ing  an  alteration  of  this  absurd  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  which  they  had  found  so  miachiev- 
01LS  in  practice,  the  House  of  Representatives 
exhibited  four  articles  of  impeachment  against  (he 
judge:  the  three  first  were  for  his  decisions  in  a 
cause  on  trial  before  him,  which  were  undoubtedly 
erroneous,  but  not  criminal;  the  fonrih  was  for  ap- 
pearing on  the  bench  of  his  court  drunk,  and  using 
profane  language;  which  was  indeed  highly  repre- 
nensible,  but  it  was  not  contrary  to  law.  And  there 
is  much  reason  to  doubt  whether  insanity  was  not 
construed  drunkenness,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case — it  being  more  plausible  ground  for  imjieach- 
ment;  for  it  seems,  by  the  proceedings,  that  it  was 
suggested  to  the  court  by  a  son  of  the  judge,  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  conduct  charged  against  him,  he 
was  insane,  and  remained  so  at  the  time  of  trial; 
which  suggestion  was  supported  by  the  testimony 
of  two  members  ofthe  court,  and  oy  the  affidavits 
of  several  persons  whose  integrity  and  veracity 
were  unimpeached.  After  having  this  matter  before 
them  a  year,  the  Senate  at  last  tried  the  judge  in 
his  absence,  found  him  guilty  on  all  the  charges, 
and  removed  him  from  office. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  Judge  Duvall,  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  who  sat  on  the  bench  of  that  court 
more  than  ten  years  after  he  had  l)ecome  so  deaf 
that  he  could  not  hear  a  word  that  was  spoken  in 
court.  If  the  whole  court  had  t>een  as  deaf  as 
Judge  Duvall,  they  must  have  sat  there  until  death 
removed  them;  for,  after  the  farce  of  removing 
Judge  Pickering,  it  was  not  possible  to  get  up  and 
carry  through  such  another  perversion  of  law  and 
justice.  Now,  if  a  judge  become  insane,  a  drunk- 
ard, deaf,  superannuated,  or  in  any  way  incapable 
of  performing  his  duty,  he  must  remain  an  incum* 
bent  of  the  office.  Let  the  necessity  of  getting  rid 
of  him  be  ever  so  urgent,  he  cannot  be  removed  by 
impeachment,  for  he  has  committed  no  crimej  and 
it  would  not  now  be  suffered  that  anv  man  should 
be  impeached,  and  convicted  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  for  acts  which  no  court  of  law 
w6uld  dare  to  pronounce  such. 

The  fundamental  principle  on  which  society 
and  government  repose  in  these  States,  is  the  per- 
fect liberty  and  equality  of  our  citizens.  We  adopt 
in  theory,  and  without  any  limitation,  the  doctrine 
that  the  sovereign  power  exists  at  all  times  in  the 
whole  body  of  the  people;  and  that  so  much  of  that 
power  as  the  public  peace  and  safetv  reonire  4o  be 
exercised,  can  only  act  legitimately  when  it  acts 
according  to  their  will,  as  their  instrument  or  ser- 
vant. The  State  Gbvernments  and  the  Gkneral 
Government  are  difierenily  orranized,  and  have 
different  duties  to  perform;  out  the  same  principles 
are  the  foundation  of  all  of  them  in  theory:  in 
practice,  there  have  been  departures  from  them — 
one  of  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  amendment  to 
correct.  I  believe,  sir,  tnat,  for  the  number  of  our 
people,  we  are  .the  strongest  Government  on  earth, 
we  owe  this  strength  to  our  institutions— to  the 
extent  to  which,  in  practice,  we  carry  out  our  theo- 
ries of  eovemment.  Anddoea  noit  nis  provA  nac  x 
will  add  to  our  security  and  strength  to  conform 
the  practice  of  our  State  and  National  Govem- 
raents  entirely  to  the  principles  we  professi  For 
myself,  I  declare  freely,  that  I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  add  greatly  to  our  security  in  "the  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness," 
and  strengthen  our  Government  much  more,  to 
have  the  exercise  of  all  power  more  immediately 
by  the  people,  in  the  election  of  all  officers  (judi- 
cial, as  well  as  executive  and  legislative)  for  short 
periods  of  time,  and  by  direct  vote  of  the  people. 

Government,  with  us,  is  a  practical  science;  so 
that  there  is  little  or  no  danger  that  theories  will 
stand  their  ground  long,  unless  they  are  tested  and 
approved  by  experience.    If  our  Government,  in* 
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eluded  in  a  small  territoiy,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
could  meet  with  coDTenience  in  one  assembly,  to 
consalt  and  ac^ree  on  the  manner  in  which  their 
afi^irs  shoald  DC  conducted,  no  delegation  of  legis- 
lative power  would  be  necessary;  but,  even  then, 
the  executive  and  judicial  powers  of  such  a  com- 
xnunity  could  not,  with  as  much  convenience,  be 
exercised  bv  the  whole  body  of  the  people;  and, 
therefore,  toe  plan  of  delegalmg  such  powers  to  in- 
dividuals, selected  for  their  fitness  to  discharge  such 
duties,  wottld  be  adopted.  Such  has  been  the 
course  of  action  of  democratic  communities  in  all 
a^es.  Power  has  been  delegated  from  neces- 
sity, and  always  for  short  periods.  Of  the  ex- 
ecutive power  of  states,  it  is  true  that  it  has 
much  oilener  been  held  by  usurpation,  and  force, 
or  hereditary  descent,  than  by  delegation,  in  all 
Governments  but  our  own.  But  the  judicial  power 
haSi  in  all  states,  free  or  otherwise,  been  delegated 
by  the  sovereign  for  limited  periods — generally 
n9t  exceeding  a  year.  I  need  not  cite  instances  of 
such  limited  delegation  of  judicial  power;  history 
gives  an  account  of  no  other.  No  nation  or  gov- 
ernment ever  made  their  judges  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  themselves,  until  these  States  established 
their  judicial  tribunals. 

We  borrow,  Mr.  President,  many  of  oar  fash- 
ions from  England;  but  in  giving  oar  judges  office 
daring  good  behavior,  removable  only  by  impeach- 
ments, for  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors,  we 
have  committed  a  folly  beyond  what  England  or 
an^  other  nation  has  given  an  example  of.  In 
Bnglaod,  at  least  from  the  time  of  the  conquest, 
JQc^es  were  appointed  by  the  King,  and  held  their 
offices  durine  his  pleasure.  Their  courts  were 
often  made  the  instruments  of  gross  and  outrage- 
ons  tyranoy— panic olarly  under  the  Tudors;  they 
became  much  more  so  under  the  Stuarts.  This 
race  of  imbecility  and  vice  (from  the  tyranny  of 
whom  our  forefathers  fled  to  America)  exercised 
such  a  constant  controlling  power  over  their 
judges,  and  so  openly  dictated  to  them  the  judg« 
menis  they  rendered  in  prosecutions  for  political  of- 
fences, that  the  ioopression  became  strong  in  the 
colonies  in  favor  or  a  judiciary  which  should  be 
independent  of  the  appointing  power.  The  same 
feeling  had  been  created  in  England;  so  that  at  the 
revolution  of  1688  the  judges  of  England  were 
made  independent  of  the  crown,by  the  enactment  that 
tbeytkhould  hold  their  offices  "so  long  as  they  should 
bettave  themselves  well,"  but  to  be  at  all  times  re- 
movable by  vote  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament;  so 
that  every  judge  in  that  Government,  since  the 
revoluiioo  under  William  and  Mary,  has  been  de- 
pendent upon,  and  held  his  office  at  the  will  and 
pleasure  of,  the  sovereign  power  in  the  state;  for 
the  Parliament  in  that  Government  is  not  only 
held  to  be  omnipotent,  but  is,  practically,  the  sover- 
eign power. 

In  forming  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  tenure 
of  judicial  office  seems  to  have  been  settled  with- 
out debate,  and  without  much  consideration;  and 
we  are  left  to  conjecture  why  the  great  men  who 
composed  the  convention  went  so  much  beyond  ev- 
ery other  Government  in  creating  a  judiciary. 
Ml*.  Hamilton,  in  discussing  this  subject  in  the 
Federalist,  states  the  desire  the  convention  had  to 
establish  independent  courts;  but  he  gives  no  rea- 
son why  the  convention  deemed  it  necessary  to  es- 
tablish a  judiciary  who  were  not  to  be  removed 
from  office  for  any  cause  of  disqualification  what- 
ever, unless  they  were  convicted  of  a  high  crime 
or  misdemeanor,  by  a  court  so  constituted  as  to 
render  a  conviction  impossible.  I  consider  this 
part  of  our  Constitution  grassly  defective.  It  is 
worse  than  defective;  it  is  a  provision  in  direct  op- 
.  position  lo  the  whole  spirit  and  intention  of  our 
Government;  a  power  in  the  state  holding  office  in- 
dependent of  the  people— existing,  as  Mr.  Burke 
said  ol  the  nobility  of  England,  in  contempt  of  the 
people. 

I  have  not  offered  this  amendment,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, from  any  view  of  its  effecting  the  removal  of 
incapable  incumbents  of  office.  If  I  had,  I  might 
refer  Senators  to  the  judges  in  this  District,  for 
an  illustration  of  the  monstrous  folly  of  creating 
an  independent  judiciary  upon  the  plan  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  No,  sir:  it  is  not  because  A, 
B,or  C  is  weak  or  wicked,  that  I  press  this  amend- 
ment; it  is  because  its  direct  and  inevitable  ten- 
dency is  to  create  imbecility,  and  perpetuate  igno- 
rance. 

Men  never  have  exerted  ihenLselvcs  lo  acquire 
knowledge,  or  to  be  eminently  useful  to  mankind, 
^(hotti^»ftini4«s  yf  ambition  or  utc^^«  Ut 


your  soldiers  understand  that  no  service  they  can 
perform  will  raise  them  from  the  ranks,  or  secure 
them  anything  beyond  their  monthly  pay— they  may 
stand  firm  in  battle;  they  may  perform  the  usual 
routine  of  their  duty;  but^  this  is  all.  If  you  would 
incite  to  heroism,  you  must  hold  out  the  incentive  to 
heroic  action — honors,  rewards,  promotion.  How 
is  it  with  your  judgel  What  inducement  has  he  to 
acquire  knowledge,  to  make  himself  useful  to  his 
country?  None  whatever.  He  has  an  office  for 
life,  with  a  competent  salary,  which  no  power  can 
diminish.  He  may  be  as  idle  and  careless  as  he 
pleases:  he  may  sell  off  his  library,  and  forswear 
study;  ne  may  become  imbecile  and  childish,  or 
wicked  and  immoral;  and  he  cannot  be  removed 
from  office,  unless  he  commits  some  high  crime  or 
misdemeanor.  He  has  nothing  more  to  expect. 
By  our  habits,  a  judge  is  not  considered  eligible  as 
a  candidate  for  any  other  office.  Some  gentlemen 
of  the  Supreme  Court  have,  bjr  themselves  or 
friends,  made,  occasionally,  feeble  attempts  to  be- 
come candidates  for  the  Presidency;  but  It  is  very 
clear  that  no  such  attempt  can  succeed.  They  must 
resign,  and  come  without  the  charmed  circle  of  ju- 
dicial independence,  before  they  can  be  on  an  equal- 
ity, in  this  respect,  with  their  fellow-citizens.  He 
is  like  the  soldier,  who,  by  the  nsage  of  the  service, 
can  never  become  a  captain.  He  may  perform  his 
circle  of  duty,  and  nothmg  more. 

In  an  office  which  would  seem  to  require  more 
laborious  study  to  qualify  a  man  for  the  discharge 
of  its  duties  than  any  other  in  our  Government,  you 
have  made  his  continuance  in  office  to  have  no  de- 
pendence whatever  on  his  industry  or  leamini?.  '*I 
nave  been  appointed"  (I  have  heard  a  judge  say^ 
"for  the  leaminci:  I  had,  not  for  what  I  was  expected 
to  acquire."  The  judge  nerforms  his  part  of  the 
contract  with  good  faith  if^ he  does  not  become  more 
ignorant,  stupid,  and  vicious,  as  he  grows  older. 
Why  is  it  that  our  chief  executive  officers  are  elect- 
ed for  short  periods,  but  because  reason  and  ex- 
perience prove  it  necessary  to  secure  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  duties,  that  they  should  be 
kept  in  constant  dependence  on  the  people?  We 
would  not  have  presidents  or  governors  elected  for 
life,  or  even  for  a  long  term  of  years;  becanse  it  has 
been  found  unsafe  and  dangerous  to  intrust  men 
with  irresponsible  power.  It  is  as  necessary  to 
have  wise  and  good  men  to  expound,  as  to  execute 
your  laws.  Like  causes  will  always  produce  like 
effects.  If  it  would  be  likely  to  corrupt  the  charac- 
ter, and  destroy  the  usefulness  of  a  president,  to 
give  hjm  office  for  life,  why  would  it  not  have  the 
same  effect  upon  a  chief  justice?  If  providing  one 
with  an  office  for  life,  with  an  ample  salary,  whicli 
cannot  be  diminished  during  his  continuance  in  of- 
fice, would  render  him  an  unsafe  depositary  of  pow- 
er in  a  free  Government,  why  would  it  not  the  oth- 
er? In  both  cases,  the  officer  would  have  nothing 
more  to  expect  from  the  people;  it  would,  therefore, 
be  altogether  indifferent  to  him  whether  they  were 
pleased  with  his  conduct  or  not.  The  danger  of 
removal  is  nothing,  and  to  be  left  out  is  impossible 
to  the  judge;  and  yet  you  expect  that  he  will  be 
faithful  to  the  Constitution;  that  he  will  be  a  vigi- 
lant guardian  of  public  liberty,  and  feel  a  common 
sympathy  with  his  countrymen  in  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  free  principles  of  government. 

Mr.  President,  the  article  in  our  Constitution 
which  I  seek  to  amend  is  utterly  repugnant  to,  and 
at  variance  with,  not  only  our  principles  of  gov- 
ernment, that  the  people  are  the  sovereign  power, 
bat  it  is  equally  repugnant  to  our  practice  in  every 
other  office.  All  other  officers —executive  and  legis- 
laiive---in  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  are 
elected  periodically.  And  for  what  reason  are  they 
so  elected?  Because,  in  no  other  way  yet  discover- 
ed can  the  Commonwealth  be  sure  of  being  con- 
stantly bcrvedby  the  most  capable  men.  All  offi- 
cers of  Government  are  servants  of  the  sovereign; 
but,  in  these  United  States,  the  freest  country  on 
earth,  we  have  invented  a  plan  by  which  the  pub- 
lic servant  is  altogether  above  his  master,  and  ac- 
countable to  no  one  for  his  conduct.  The  only  per- 
son who  is  free  from  all  responsibility,  independ- 
ent of  all  control,  is  the  judge.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  convention  which  formed  the  Constitu- 
tion to  establish  an  independent  judiciary,  say 
the  defenders  of  this  article.  "A  judiciary,  inde- 
pendent of  a  king  or  executive  alone,, is  a  good 
thing;  bat  independence  of  the  will  of  the. nation 
is  a  solecism,  at  least  in  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment," says  Mr.  Jefferson.  01^  what,  it  may  be 
asked,  was  it  the  intention  of  the  convention 
to  render  the  jTidfes  independem?  By  ade^oate  sal- 


aries their  pecuniary  independence  may  be  spnw.4 
but  office  for  life  does  not  secure  them  fWw?' 
vnte  and  personal  influences.  They  will havftie 
strong  political  attachments  as  other  men-  and  tb#r 
will  make  their  judicial  action  Kubserviem  to  wr 
y  purposes,  if  so  disposed,  the  more  reidily  m 
ney  are  n  no  cAinger  of  .oss  oy  ^\  ^js^ 
for  life  place  them  above  or  beyond  the  iifepBM 
of  personal  prejudices  for  or  against  those  yiC 
may  be  suitors  in  this  court?  Most  cenainl?  It 
will  not;  but  it  will  leave  them  free  to  indulge  sick 
prejudices  to  any  extent  ^ 

This  clause  of  the  Constitution  was  inserted  bv 
the  enemies  of  free  government— by  those  who  did 
not  believe  in  the  people  governing  ihcmselves.- 
who  wanted  to  build  up  some  power  in  the  Siata 
which  should  exist  and  act  independent  of  the  will 
of  the  people,  and  should  also  control  that  will 
The  real  friends  of  freedom  in  the  conrefitioD— 
the  majority— were  deceived  by  tbe  notion  of  aa 
independent  judiciary,  wiihout  seeing  clearly  q( 
what  it  was  sought  to  render  judges  indepeDdeot 
and  without  reflecting  upon  the  iaevitaUe  coss«! 
ouences  of  building  up  in  the  State  a  power  not  ia. 
dependent,  but  really  hostile  to  its  fimdameiual 
principles. 

"The  judicfa)  power**  (iny*  Mignet)  **mn  b«  tmomw 
when  it  la  derWed  from  the  peoplsj  bectatr,  Mot  '^f^nm 
on  all,  it  if  dependent  on  no  one." 

The  two  great  parties  that  exist  in  all  free 
governments  (which  may  justly,  and  withooi  offence 
to  any  one,  be  styled  the  conservative  and  the 
movement  parties,)  had  their  representatives  in  (he 
convention  which  formed  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, as  they  have  their  representatives  now  In 
Congress.  It  was  this  conservative  party  which 
wanted  an  Executive  and  Senate  for  life,  anid  wbich 
obtained  a  judiciarv,  that,  from  its  orgaDizattco, 
naturally  belongs  to  them.  With  the  fact  ibauhe  ja- 
diciary  ai'e  of  the  conservative  party,  Ifind  no  fault 
if  the  majority  of  the  people  are  of  that  party.  6at^ 
if  the  conservative  party  in  our  GoveroneBtis 
in  a  minority,  ^as  it  has  heen  most  of  tbe  time  sioce 
tbe  adoption  or  the  Constitution)  then  thearrasM- 
ment  which  gives  to  that  minority  the  whole  judi- 
cial power  of  the  nation  is  extremely  qqjdsi;  it  it 
what  the  majority  ought  not  for  a  day  to  sobmit  ta 
If  the  conservative  party  pe/soade  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  and  actoa 
their  theories  of  government,  they  can,  on  my 
principles,  elect  a  judiciary  to  please  them,  andl 
will  be  content;  but  I  cannot  consent  that  their  in- 
fluence should  be  made  perpetual  in  any  depait- 
ment  of  the  Government,  whatever  may  be  the 
fluctuation  of  parties.  We  have  seen  theconsequinco 
which  have  resulted  from  a  conservative jadiciaiy 
opposed  tea  majority  of  the  nation  in  pditicslfrin- 
ciples.  More  than  two  generations  of  men  nare 
passed  off"  the  stage  while  the  late  Mr.  Marshall 
was  chiei  justice  of  the  United  States;  be  and  his 
brethren  were  Federalists  or  conservatives,  Jibertl 
constructionists,  and  interpreted  the  Consitatioa 
in  a  way  to  strengthen  and  consolidate  the  Federal 
power,  while  the  executive  and  legidative  oft*, 
cers,  and  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  were  of  the  movement  party— weie 
Democrats,  and  in  fav.or  of  a  strict  conatmctioD  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  preserving  to  tbe  8iala 
Qovemments  every  power  not  expressly  delegated 
to  the  General  Government.  Tbe  judiciary  of  the 
United  States,  (says  Mr.  Jeflfersoa,) 

**biliemibUecorpflof«{>pw>andiiiiMBii,  roottailyimk* 
Inc  under  gioaud  to  undemHoe  the  fowkdeiioMof  eer  ooi- 
federated  fabric.  They  are  oooetniiflcoar  CeiMthiitioo  iim  t 
co-ordination  of  a  general  and  epeclal  Ooverament  to  t  ciBanl 
and  wi^Teme  one  alone.  Thie  will  lay  all  mingi  at  tlwr  Mi 
and  tbey  are  too  well  reried  in  Bni  lieh  law  to  Mfrtdtt  miIh 
*' Boni /iMb'ew  eel  ampUMr^  jurudtetionem** 

After  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  jodidary 
of  the  United  States  ceased  to  be  the  repremta- 
tive  or  servant  of  the  people  in  our  conns;  hot  it 
was  the  faithful  representative  of  exploded  prind« 
pies  and  obselete  maxims  in  government.  It  per- 
petuated  tbe  power  of  the  Federal  or  conservsiiyf 
pany,  and  gave  them,  though  a  small  minority  in 
the  nation,  the  whole  judicial  power.  Eqoailr 
wrong  would  it  have  been  in  principle,  had  all 
this  been  reversed— had  the  court  been  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic or  movement  party,  and  the  majon'tr  of  (he 
people  of  the  Federal  or  conservative;  becatWi 
in  such  case,  as  in  the  real  one,  they  woald  nfit 
have  been  the  true  exponents  of  tbe  public  wiK 
on  the  bench  of  justice.  As  well  might  we  allow  i 
foreign  Govern  ment  to  appoint  our  judges,  as  to  allov 

I  a  generation  of  men  to  appoint  ^m^  who,  wU  ill 
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tbcicp«wipJe8.Qfg!Wfenin>)ciki,  huve  departed  from 
\  ^  si«ge  or  ^HiQiUi  «ct]>n.  ^ 

Qqi*.  Opoelitmlon.  girts  men  a  power  after  death, 
(perfflitt<ed,  to  a  certaiA  exteat,  over  property,)  for 
reasons  wholly  inapplicable  to  a  Qovemment  such 
aa  p^n  professes  to  be.  On  this  part  of  our  sjrstem, 
I  wiii  again  call  your  attention  to  Mr.  Jefierpon's 
opinion^i  in  Ins  letter  to  Mr.  Barry: 

<kW«  tXttmAf  fee  (Mti  he)  the  power  iiwtftlled  for  life,  r^poo- 
iible  tn  DoaatlMrltj,  (for  impeuhment  ie  not  even  e  ecarecrew,) 
gdrabc^b  with  a  noiaeleaf  aad  ateady  pace,  to  tbe  greai  object 
of  cooioiiaatioKi.  The  foundatione  are  already  deeply  laid,  by 
fheiMeditone*  for  theaaAihttadon  of  conatituttonal  state  righto, 
and  the  renoTal  of  every  cheek,  every  counterpoiee  to  the  In* 
^Ifiog  power,  of  whicdi  thetaeelTee  are  to  make  a  aorereign 
pun.  If  ever  thti  vaet  country  ie  hroof  ht  oiider  a  aingle  Gov 
eroment,  it  wijl  be  one  of  tbe  oioei  extenaire  corruption,  indif* 
Itorentf'and  lncapd>le  of  a  wboieeome  care  o?er  ao  wide  a  epread 
of  aarface.  Tbie  will  not  be  borne;  andyou  wlU  hare  to  ehooee 
bet.fFe«Q  refomnation  andj^evdiucion.  Ifl  know  the  aplrit^f  thia 
country,  the  one  or  the  other  is  inevitable.  Before  the  cancer 
b  beeorfle  lAreterate,  before  its  venom  haa  reached  ao  much 
oftbebody  politic  ae  togetbevond  eontiol,  remedy  ahoald  be 
applied.  .  Let  thtjnturt  appoiiUment§  of  fuigtB  be  for  four 
«r  jl'ryeare,  «.nd  renewable  by  the  Freiddent  and  Senate.  Thia 
will  bring  tMir  conduq^  at  regular  perioda,  under  reyiaton  and 
pfobaiiOh,  and  may  keep  them  Hi  equipolae  between  tbe  General 
and  apeclal  Ooveinmenta.  We  hare  erred  In  thia  point,  by 
CDQyiBff  Bdf  Ifead;  wbere.  certainly,  it  k  a  good  thing  to  bare 
the  JHdffee  m^pendent  of  tbe  King.    But  we  have  omitted  to 

Spy  tjbeir  caution  aleo,  which  makee  a  judge  removable  on  the 
dtwof  both  leffialative  houeea.  That  there  ahould  be  pob« 
lie  fooctSonaiiee  independent  of  the  nation,  whaterermay  be 
their  demerit,  is  asoleciam  in  a  Republic  of  llie  first  order  of 
abauidity  ana  inconaistency." 

I  agree  tliat  k  is  essential  to  a  correct  administra- 
tion of  justice,  that  judges  should  "be  independent 
3piif«.  The  Constitution  proceeds  on  the  hypothe- 
sis, that  independence  in  men  is  a  quality  which 
G^n  he  created  by  legislation.  It  assumes,  by  giving 
pfllce  fox  life,  to  create  wisdom  and  virtue,  and 
give  them  certain  duration;  but  this  hypotheses  is 
proved  false  by  the  common  siense  and  experience 
of  mankind.  The  independent  man — or,  in  other 
words,  the  just  and  upright  man— is  not  made 
80  by  operation  of  law,  but  by  careful  training  fVora 
infancy,  aided  by  a  happ^  temperament.  A  man 
whose  habits  of  thinking  and  acting  are  loose  and 
vicious,  cannot  be  transtormed  into  a  fit  man  for  a 
judge,  by  giying  him  office  for  life,  with  anjr  amount 
of  salary.  The  independence  the  Constitution  gives 
tQ  judges,  has  an  almost  irresistible  tendency  to 
make  uicm  worthless;  and,  if  such  has  not  been  the 
effect  upon  our  judges,  it  is  because  they  have  been 
men  of  uncommon  strength  and  energy  of  charac- 
ter. I  assert  that  the  best  possible  wav  of  securing 
good  judges  is  to  have  them  elected  by  the  people 
for  short  periods.  If  they  are  constantly  depend- 
ent on  the  people,  they  will  endeavor  to  make  them- 
selves acceptable  to  the  people;  and  how  is  this  to 
b^  don  el  What  judges  are  the  most  popular  every- 
wherel  Are  they  those  who  are  believed  to  take 
bribesi  are  they  those  who  are  known  to  be  und^r 
the  influeoee  of  other  men,  whose  decisions  are  al- 
ways goremed  by  personal  considerationsi  Are 
they  not,  on  the  contrary,  those  men  whom  theipub- 
lic  believe  to  be  disinterested,  free  from  prejudice, 
free  from  personal  or  party  influeucel  And  if  so, 
will  not  a  aependence  on  the  people,  by  compelling 
judges  to  seek  popularity,  compel  them  to  take  that 
course  which  will  secure  popularity  1  I  hold  that 
judge  to  be  a  fool,  sir,  who  does  not  make  it  the 
great  object  of  all  his  labors  to  acquire  popularity; 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  his  cotemporaries, 
"that  his  name  may  be  honored  in  the  land." 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  make  our  judges  inde- 
pendent of  the  people;  but  it  is  a  mistake  made  by 
all  the  States  who  formed  constitutions  for  their 
goremment,  during  or  at  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, as  well  as  by  the  convention  which  formed  the 
Federal  Constitution.  They  knew  fiom  history 
the  danger  of  the  judicial  tribunals  being  dependent 
on  weak  and  proflic^ate'  princes,  and  supposed  that, 
to  render  them  independent,  it  was  necessary  to 
place  them  above  the  power  of  the  people.  On 
this  subject,  it  is  very-  evident  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  changed  their  opinion;  they 
have  experienced  the  evils  which  have  resulted 
ttom  making  judges  permanent,  and  are  from  time 
to-time  changing  their  constitutions  in  respect  to 
their  courts,  while  the  new  States  commence  their 
Government  upon  the  more  correct  principles. 
Eleven  States  now  elect  their  judges  for  limited  pe- 
riods of  time— Pennsylvania,  fifteen  years;  Arkan- 
sas, eight  years;  Maine^  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
AJabama,  and  Michigan,  seven  years;  Mississippi, 
"sir  years;  Georgia,  ihree  years;  Vermont,  one 
year;  Massachusetts,  New  ttampsbire,  Connecti- 
cut, Pelaware,  New  York,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
^orth  Caroiinai  Sooth  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Ten- 


nessee, Louisiana,  and  Missouri,  during  good  be- 
havior. In  some  of  these  latter  States,  judges  are 
removable  on  an  address  of  three- fourths;  in  others, 
of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  their  Legislatures; 
ahd  even  in  Rhode  Island,  where  no  one  has  look- 
ed lately  for  any  improvement  in  government,  the 
dominant  party,  in  making  their  new  constitution, 
have  been  so  far  controlled  by  the  common  sense 
of  the  country,  and  the  example  set  them  by  some 
of  the  other  States,  as  to  place  their  judges  alto- 
gether in  the  power  of  the  people,  by  making  them 
removable  at  every  annual  election,  by  a  majority 
of  the  legislative  body,  although  in  form  they  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behavior. 

I  do  not  expect,  Mr.  President,  that  a  majority 
of  this  body  will  now  vote  for  this  amendment  of 
the  Constitution;  and  I  have  not  ofiered  it  with  any 
hope  of  such  result.  I  offer  it  to  call  public  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  Our  courts  of  justice,  particu- 
larly (he  United  States  courts^  are  not  much  known 
and  observed  by  the  people;  for  it  is  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  our  citizens  who  see  these  courts  as 
suitors,  witnesses,  or  jurors;  and  great  abuses 
might  prevail  in  them,  and  be  long  continued,  un- 
less the  attention  9r  the  people  was  called  to  them 
by  some  such  proposition  as  I  have  now  made— a 

Froposition  which  I  shall  continue  to  make  while 
have  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body(  unless  its 
adoption  shall  relieve  me  from  the  performance  of 
that  duty. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  LINN, 

OF  MISSOURI. 

In  StfuUBj  January  96,  1843— In  reply  to  Mr.  Mc- 
DuFFiE,  on  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  LINN  said  the  opposition  to  the  measure 
which  he  had  had  the  honor  of  introducing,  had 
confined  itself,  except  on  tbe  part  of  the  Senators 
from  South  Carolina,  to  the  grant  of  lands.  One 
of  those  Senators  made  that  his  chief  objection; 
but  was  averse,  in  addition,  to  all  present  action 
upon  the  matter.  The  other,  who  spoke  yester- 
day, [Mr.  McDoppiE,]  took  still  wider  ground^ 
blamed  the  bill  as  to  all  its  incidental  parts,  as 
well  as  its  objects,  and  declared  his  fixed  repug- 
nance, not  only  to  llxis  scheme  of  settlement,  but 
to  all  expansion  of  our  population  whatever.  Cer- 
tain remarks  of  the  latter  eloquent  Senator  de- 
mand a  particular  reply;  and,  in  answering  them, 
if  I  can  sutficiently,  I  shall  have  met  whatever  else 
has  been  further  objected  to  the  bill. 

It  is  with  a  want  of  consideration,  of  meditation, 
and  preparation  of  the  measure,  that  he  more  di- 
fectly  taxes  it.  To  this  objection,  the  history  of 
the  bill,  and  of  its  repeated  introduction  here,  is 
the  best  answer.  The  measure  was  first  intro- 
duced some  twenty-two  years  ago,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  It  has,  therefore,  had  all  the  time 
necessary  to  reach  the  legal  age  of  discretion.  A 
bill  of  like  forno-and  objects  was  urged  again  upon 
Congress  in  1823,  with  much  ability  and  research, 
by  a  distinguished  member,  (the  late  Governor 
Floyd,)  one  of  whose  favorite  objects  it  continued 
to  be  up  to  the  close  of  his  honorable  congressional 
career.  Though  he  did  not  induce  the  Legisla- 
ture to  embrace  his  views,  yet  the  measure  com- 
manded the  attention  of  President  Monroe,  and 
was  strongly  recommended  in  his  last  annual  mes- 
sage. His  successor,  (Mr.  Adams,^  in  like  man- 
ner, viewed  it  as  a  proper  part  ox  our  national 
policy,  and  pressed  it  upon  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. This  was  followed  op  by  two  reports  from 
the  accomplished  pen  of  Mr.  Baylies  m  suroort 
of  the  President's  recommendation.  In  1828,  it 
was  once  more  introduced,  in  a  regular  legisla- 
tive form,  by  Governor  Floyd,  and  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  by  a  large  majority,  but  failed 
in  the  Senate  by  a  plurality  of  two  votes.  Since 
then,  it  has  repeatedly,  in  one  form  or  another, 
been  the  subject  of  executive  attention  and  legis- 
lative discussion. 

In  1836,  Mr.Slacum,  a  young  gentleman  admi- 
rably  filled  for  this  difficult  service,  was  commis- 
sioned by  General  Jackson  to  examine  the  coui;- 
try,  and  report  upon  its  inducements  to  occupation, 
state  of  the  fur  trade,  commercial  advantages,  &c. 
The  information  which  that  gentleman  personally 
collected  was  placed  before  Congress  in  1838.  Ip 
ihe  mean  time,  (October,  1837,)  daring  the  cxtm 
session,  I  made  a  call  upon  the  Executive  for 
whatever  it  could  communicate,  in  its  possession, 
upon  this  interesting  subject.  The  answer,  be- 
sides other  matter,  brought  us,  at  the  regular  sef. 
[  sion,  the  report  of  Mr.  Slacum  of  his  several  jour- 


neys and  voyages  from  Mexico  to  CaHromi8.,|o 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  to  the  Territory  of  Or'e- 
gon.,  1  then  moved  the  reference  of  the  whota 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rel^tioirff, 
which  was  then  opposed  strenuously  by  gehilemen 
who  are  now  in  favor  of  its  reference  m  that  com- 
miltee^  Finding  this  opposition,  I  moved  its  rtftr- 
eujce  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  wliich 
was  also  strenuously  opposed  by  all  who  look 
any  part  in  the  debate,  it  seemed  to  be  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate,  that  it  should  be  referred  \o 
neither  of  the  committees,  but  that  it  appropriately 
belonged  to  a  select  committee;  which  was  accoid* 
ingly  adopted.  Being  the  author  of  ihti  propo^i- 
lion  in  regard  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  I  was 
selected  as  the  chairman  of  that  committee.  On 
the  6th  of  June,  1838.  the  committee  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill. 

.  While  these  proceedings  were  going  on  in  tbe 
Senate,  Mr.  Cubbing,  a  roem,ber  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Afiai^in  the  Bowse  of  Ranres^ni4tiv£s, 
presented  the  question  to  that  body,  followed-  up  by 
a  report  made  by  him— a  report,  which,  it  myty  be 
said  with  truth,  exhausted  the  subject.  Neither 
the  Senate  nor  House  bill  was  reached  that  session. 
Then  came  the  Maine  boundary  excitement,  and 
the  political  and  party,  agitation  of  the  years  1839 
and  1840,  in  the  midst  oi  which  there  was  so  little 
hope  of  commanding  the  attention  of  Congress  in 
a  measure  in  no  manner  connected  with  the  presi- 
dential election,  that  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to 
press  it  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  Not- 
withstanaing  this,  I  was  not  unmindful  of  its  im- 
portance; and  in  January,  ISiO*  a  resolution  wa% 
at  my  instance,  sent  to  the  War  Department,  as 
to  the  expediency  of  a  line  of  military  posts  ex- 
tending to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  upon  which  a  fa- 
vorable report  was  returned  by  Mr.  Poinsett. 
That  repoj't  1  have  already  had  the  honor  to  cite 
to  the  Senate  in  my  opening  remarks. upon  this 
bill,  when  it  first  came  up  for  consideration  this 
session.  When  next  I  brought  it:  forward,  the  for- 
eign negotiations  with  liord  Ashburton,  which 
ended  in  the  late  treaty,  were  about  to  be  set  on 
foot;  and  I  was  urged  by  all  political  parties  not  to 
•mbroil  them  with  another  difficulty,  by  a  renewed 
effort  to  bring  about  the  occupation  of  the  territory. 
To  these  wishes  I  reluctantly  yielded,  consenting 
to  wait  for  the  results  of  the  promised  diploihacy. 
That  diplomacy  has  suffered  the  occasion  to  pass 
almost  without  an  allusion  to  the  subject;  and  still, 
as  before,  the  cry  is,  "Not  now  I  wait  a  little  long- 
er! presently !  By-and  by  we  are  certain  to  bring 
the  whole  business  happily  through,  if  you  will  not 
press  it  now !"  Such  has  ever  been  the  encourage- 
ment, or  the  argument,  with  which  the  measure 
haa,  for  above  twenty  years,  been  met;  and  the  sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  will,  therefore,  see  that 
the  purpoM  has  been  pursued  with  everythinir  that 
could  give  it  forecast,  and  that  no  indiscreet  meas- 
ure or  issue  has  been  pressed  against  Great  Britain, 
or  urged  upon  the  Senate.  It  has  been  held  back 
not  only  until  it  became,  in  point  of  time,  appro- 
priate, but  indispensable,  if  we  are  ever  to  accom- 
plish the  object  at  which  we  aim. 

The  main  subject  was  urged  on  the  attention  of 
Congress  in  President  Tyler's  first  annual  message, 
where  it  is  also  strongly  sustained  by  the  auxiliary 
reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy; 
and  the  same  recommendation  was  once  more  pre- 
sented to  Congress  in  the  reports  of  Secretaries 
Spencer  and  Upshur,  at  the  beginning  of  this  ses- 
sion. The  country  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Pendleton 
for  an  excellent  report  in  1842,  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  accompanying  a  bill  even  stronger 
than  the  one  now  under  discussion. 

This  succinct  history  of  the  measure  must  cer- 
tainly acquit  the  committee  of  any  indiscreet 
haste,  any  inconsiderateness,  any  precipitateness  o£^ 
plunging  Congre&s  into  premature  debate,  or  aYash^ 
issue  with  Great  Britain;  particularly  as  both  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison  had  originally  been  in 
favor  of  some  action. 

As  to  the  apprehended  effects  of  debate  here, 
the  Senator,  I  think,  exaggerates  tohimself  thena- 


*  About  the  tame  period,  I  introduced  tnother  resolution  in  the 
Senate,  calling  for  farther  iDfodiietJoo  from  the  8ute  Pc> 
panment.  In  renly  to  which,  Mr.  Greenhow^e  admirable  Me- 
moir, HIetorlcat,  Political,  and  Geogrephlcal,  of  the  Norihweei 
Coast,  and  drawn  up  at  the  request  vf  Mr.  Forsvth,  was  sent  In; 
and  3,000  copisa  were  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Oreennow's  Memoir  coniains  the  moei  careful  and  correct  in- 
formation that  could  be  obtained  up  to  that  period,  includinc 
evao  the  best  Briiieh  authorities;  and  It  clearly  prorea,  beyond 
all  poasibility  of  doubt  or  cavil,  that  tha  title. of  tba  Uniiad 
States  (0  tit  coaatry  la  iQCootrovartiblf , 
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tional  irritation  which  may  be  so  produced.  Great 
Britain — herself  accustomed  to  the  most  unre- 
strained parliamentary  discussion — surely  better 
understands  bow  debate,  and  the  heats  into  which 
it  naturally  runs,  are  to  be  riewed.  It  is  by  our 
4UtiaA-^noi  our  speeches^that  Great  Britain  will 
be  influenced.  I  shall  therefore  continue  to  speak, 
as  I  have  spoken,  freely:  well  convinced  that  what 
we  say  of  nef  here  will  be  of  no  more  serious  con- 
sequence in  London,  than  what  she  says  of  us,  in . 
her  legislative  wrangling,  is  of  weighty  influence 
upon  us. 

I  understand  the  Senator's  objections  to  the  bill  to 
tie  three-fold:  first,  that  it  would,  in  its  mcdn  pro- 
visions^be  an  infraction  of  the  conventions  of  1818 
and  18v7:  secondly,  that,  when  carried  into  effect, 
it  must  plunge  us  into  all  the  expense  of  a  remote 
military  occupation;  thirdly,  that  the  territory  it- 
self is  valueless,  and  must  prove  a  disadvantage, 
not  only  through  the  enormbus  expense  it  must  en- 
tail upon  us,  but  by  dispersing  our  po|)ulation,from 
whose  concentration  alone  a  progressive  and  an  el- 
evated civilization  is  to  be  expected. 

The  Senator  will  pardon  me  if  I  say  that  the  en- 
tire ^ope  of  his  remarks  yesterday  proves  him 
greatly  to  undervalue  a  territory  as  yet  little  known 
in  his  quarter.  There  is  a  mass  of  documentary 
information  in  re^rd  to  it,  in  which  I  am  com- 
pelled to  suppose  him  not  versed.  Even  putting  these 
minuter  facts  out  of  view,  however,and  supposing  its 
surface  steril,  there  are  in  its  favor  high  and  ob- 
vious elements  of  commercial  value,  of  future  com- 
mercial greatness,  which  I  thought  certain  to  strike 
a  mind  as  capable  as  his  of  embracing  these  im- 
#portant  considerations.  It  is  plainly,  at  no  distant 
day,  the  destined  avenue  of  a  great  trade  from  all 
our  territories  to  the  Pacific  and  the  East.  Nor 
does  he  less  overlook  its  present  and  past  import- 
ance. The  inertness  of  our  policy  has  already  for- 
feited to  us  more  than  ten  millions  of  legitimate  trade. 
By  the  sheer  neglect  of  our  Government,  our  fir- 
trade  on  thnt  coast — formerly  affording  at  least  half 
a  million — ^has  been  suffered,  under  the  operation  of 
the  existing  treaty,  to  dwindle  to  some  two  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  Examine,  sir,  the  returns  of 
our  ftir-trade,  from  the  first  settlement  on  the  Co- 
lumbia, by  Astor,  down  to  the  present  time;  and  you 
will  find  that  it  has  sunk  to  the  paltry  amount  I 
have  mentioned,  and  that  all  the  auxiliary  com- 
merce which  was  connected  with  it— the  trade 
from  that  coast  to  China — is  extinct. 

These  are  matters  easily  established  by  docu- 
mentary evidence  before  me,  so  copious  that  I  dare 
not  tax  the  patience  of  the  Senate  with  its  reading. 
I  will  venture  only  to  cite  a  single  document  and 
letter^  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Pierce,  while  engaged 
in  this  trade  of  the  Northwest: 

<*llon«iir,lU7 1,1842. 

**Bm:  Thinkinc  it  may  bo  inlarBtting  or  Imporunt  to  70Q  to 
know  oi  oonM  of  the  lata  opereiiooa  and  preoeiu  plao*  of  the 
Britiob  Hudson  Bay  Company  in  tlM  Nonli  Paeilie  ocean.  I 
beg  leave  to  i»reeent  to  yoor  nodee  aome  ftcte  in  leittioa  to  uie 
aame,  and  wMch  liave  come  to  mj  knowledce  from  peraonal 
obeerration,  or  from  eoarcee  enililed  to  the  fulleet  credit. 

^All  thai  extensive  Sine  of  coast  emnpreliendiiiff  the  Russian 
poasesslonson  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  from  Mount  8t. 
lEtlas  sooth  to  the  latitude  of  64  deg .  40  min.  north,  (the  last  be 
ing  the  boundary  line  between  the  Ruaian  and  American  terri- 
tories,) together  witii  the  sole  andexclusiTe  right  or  privilege 
of  freqoentlac  all  ports,  bays,  sounds,  riven^  4Lc.  within  said 
terntory,  and  establiehlng  forts  and  tradisg  with  the  Indians, 
liae  been  leased  or  granted  by  the  Russian -American  Fur  Com- 
pany •  the  Briiieh  Hudson  Bay  Company  for  the  term  of  ten 
yaara  from  January,  1842,  and  for  which  the  latter  are  to  pay, 
annually,  four  iboosand  fur  seal  skins,  or  the  value  thereof  m 
money,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-two  shillings  each— say  jC6,400 
sieriinc,  or  •30,720. 

**In  tMaboven%m«d  lease  the  Russians  have,  however,  re- 
served to  themselves  the  island  of  Sitka,  or  New  Archancel;  In 
which  place,  you  probably  are  awsre,  the*  Ruesians  have  a 
large  eetUement— the  depot  and  headquarters  of  iheir  fur  trade 
with  the  Fox  islands,  Aleutian  islands,  and  the  continental  shore 
westward  of  Mount  St.  Elias.  All  the  tradir<g  esublishments 
or  the  Rosrians  lately  existing  atTumgass  Stickene,  and  other 
places  within  said  territorv,  leased  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Com  pa 
ny,  tiave  of  consequence  been  broken  up.  Thus  the  Hadtrtn 
Bsy  Company,  not  content  with  monopoliiing  the  heretofore 
profitable  trade  of  the  Americans,  of  supplying  the  Rnssiari  set- 
tlements on  the  Northwest  coast,  have  now  completely  cut  them 
offalao  (kom  aH  trade  with  the  most  valuable  fur  regions  in  thr 
worid. 

"Whether  the  arrangements  made  between  the  Russians  and 
English,  above  alluded  to,  are  conformable  to  the  treaties  ex- 
isting between  the  United  Sates  on  the  one  part,  and  thoee  na 
tions  respectively  on  the  other,  I  leave  to  your  better  knowl- 
edge to  determine. 

*' With  the  doings  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  at  Pug et's 
sound  and  the  Columbia  river  you  are  ooubtlees  folly  informcn!; 
thoee, however,  lately  commenced  by  them  In  California  will 
admit  of  my  saying  a  few  words. 

**  At  Ban  Francisco  thev  have  purchased  a  large  houee,  as  s 
trading  Rstabliehment  and  depot  fbr  mfrchandise;  and  they  in- 
tend (his  year  to  have  a  place  of  the  same  kind  at  each  of^  the 
principal  ports  in  Upper  California.    Two  vesssls  are  buildinc 
->  Umdoai  intended  for  the  sanM  trade— that  is,  for  the  coast 


Ing  trade;  and,  after  completing  their  cargoes,  to  carnr  them 
to  England.  These  things,  with  others,  give  every  indication 
that  it  is  the  purpoeeof  the  Uudeon  Bay  Company  to  monop. 
olixe  the  whole  hide  and  tallow  trade  of  ihe  coast  of  Califor- 
nia—a  trade  which  now  employs  more  than  half  a  million  of 
American  capital. 

'*  At  liiB  Sandwich  Islands  the  company  have  a  large  trading 
eetablishmeot,  and  have  commenced  engaging  in  the  com- 
merce of  the  country;  with  evident  designs  10  monopolize  it 
ir  possible,  and  to  drive  off  the  Americans  who  have  hereto- 
fore been  lu  chief  creators  and  conductors. 

"  1  have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  tfaAt  the  agricultural  ancl  commercial  opera- 
tions of  the  E<  gltsh  at  Pugei's  sound,  Columbia  river,  Califor- 
nia, and  Sandwich  Islands^  are  carried  on,  not  actually  by  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  but  by  what  may  be  termed  a  branch 
of  it— by  gentlemen  who  are  the  chiei^  members  and  stock- 
holders ofsaid  company,  and  who  have  associated  themselves 
under  the  firm  of  Pel  by,  Simpson,  &  Go.  in  London,  and  with 
a  capital  of  more  than  •16,000,000. 

"Etoeing  these  companies,  then,  marching  with  IrcKi  foot- 
slope  to  the  possession  of  thsmost  valuable  portion  of  country 
in  the  Northern  Pacific;  and  considering,  too,  the  Immense 
amount  of  their  capital,  the  number,  eni<.rpri8e,  and  enei^ 
of  their  agents,  and  the  policy  pursued  by  them,  great  reason 
is  there  to  fear  that  Amerk^an  commerce  in  that  part  of  the 
world  must  soon  lower  its  flag.  But,  sir,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
our  Government  will  eoon  do  something  to  break  op  the  Briu 
ish  settlements  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  thereby  destroy 
the  source  from  which  now  emanate  the  roost  dire  evils  to 
American  intereets  in  the  Western  world,  la  the  endeavor 
to  bring  about  that  deairable  object,  you  have  done  much;  and 
every  friend  to  bis  country,  every  person  intereeted  in  ibe  com- 
merce of  the  Pacific,  must  feel  grateful  for  tlie  valuable  ser- 
rices  rendered  them  by  yon. 

**With  great  reepect,  your  obedient  servant, 

»' HENRY  A.  PIERCE."^ 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  gave  thci  other  day 
a  very  striking  sketch  of  the  vast  and  widespread 
operations  of  the  Hadson  Bay  Company.  Thej 
may  be  yet  more  visibly  traced  in  a  map  of  their 
possessions  before  me.  Here  Senators  may  cast 
their  eyes  over  a  territory,  stretching  from  the  bay 
of  the  north  Atlantic  which  has  lent  its  name  to  the 
association,  to  the  Pacific  and  the  borders  of  Mex- 
ico. Over  this  wide  dominion,  dotted  with  their 
freqnent  forts,  settlements,  and  factories,  and  ovet 
its  many  Indian  tribes,  they  hold  undisputed  rule, 

♦FURS. 

TkSASURT  DsPAKTicaiiT, 

il«f»s<er*«  Q^ce,  May  2i,  18«2. 

Bnt:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  statement  of  furs  'ex- 
ported to  Canton.  I  have  the  export  in  the  direct  trade,  and  the 
general  trade,  as  far  as  returns  have  been  made. 

JAMES  McCLERT. 

Hon.  N.  G  PmoLaTOM. 

VqIu£  of  furs  exported  to  Canton  on  American  o^ 
county  annuaUy^  from  1821  to  1640. 


Tcant 

Direct  trade. 

General  trade. 

Remarks. 

1881 

•142,399 

•340991 

1822 

78.158 

490,081 

1823 

100.910 

319,231 

ISM 

83,939 

269,449 

18S6 

33,iao 

270,445 

1826 

46.110 

268,236 

1827 

100,986 

266,809 

1828 

101,764 

- 

No  return. 

1829 

80,180 

- 

Do. 

1830 

10  306 

. 

Do. 

1831 

42.396 

. 

Do. 

1832 

129,670 

- 

Do. 

1833 

109.696 

133,065 

1834 

8,333 

100,348 

1S35 

49.964 

134,618 

1836 

34,888 

I0i),000 

Eeiimated. 

1837 

661 

96.l«2 

183S 

87,864 

M,&32 

1839 

16  794 

40.000 

Do. 

1840 

2,868 

•" 

No  return. 

This  uble,  exhibhing  a  gradually  diminishing  trade  in  furs, 
from  the  period  that  the  hunting  and  trading  of  Briiieh  subjects 
in  Oregon  was  auihoriced  by  the  conveniton  of  1818,  is  the  best 
commentary  upon  the  principles  and  provisions  of  that  conven 
tion.  Individual  disinieresiedness  or  generosity  may  ciurrender 
to  general  participation  the  advantages  and  privilegfs  of  an  ^x 
elusive  right;  but  the  wiser,  safer,  and  more  general  ruleof  na- 
tional action,  is  in  every  grant  to  demand  an  equivalent.  The 
convention  of  1818,  was  a  departure  from  this  salutary  rule,  and 
its  consequences  ws  read  in  the  above  table— the  uncomi>en- 
sated  transfer  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  of  all  that  trade 
whichourown  citizens  have  lost.  This  simple  staiemrnt  sf 
fords  a  leeson  by  which  we  shall  do  well  to  profit  in  time,  before 
ourownindiflerence,  forbearance,  and  neglect  shall  render  ot- 
terlv  worthless  the  ohieci  for  which  we  have  so  long  conienilrd. 
If  the  successful  and  beneficial  assertion  of  our  riehi  shsl!  ever 
be  made.  It  must  be  made  now.  Further  acquiescence  in  tiie 
exclusive  possession  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  (for  north 
of  the  Columbia,  it  is  in  fact  exclusive,)  if  no'  an  absolute  !»ur 
render  of  our  claim,  is  what  is  almost  equivRlmt  to  it— an  aban> 
donment  of  the  game,  which  constitutes  its  prit  ripal  value, 
to  the  annihilation  of  thriftless  hunting  and  indiecriminai*' 
alaoghter. 

From  six  10  eizht  hundred  men  annually  ro  to  the  Rocky 
Mounuins,  on  hunting  and  trading  expeditions  who  collect  a 
large  amount  of  furs;  the  value  of  which,  however,  the  corn- 
miuee  hae  no  means  of  ascertiiiuing  with  any  deeree  of  arcu 
racy.  This  trade  would  greatly  and  rspidly  ir  cirane  under  the 
protection  which  the  contemplated  poets  will  aflbrd. 


as  complete  as  was  ever  exercised  in  HindosUa  br 
the  great  company  which  was  the  skilful  msi^ 
ment  of  England  in  seizing  upon  her  present  em* 
pire  there.  The  red  spots  on  this  map  dttixDua 
the  Tarioas  fortsj  the  others,  the  settlements  <tf  the 
company's  retired  servants. 

What  landmarks,  what  signs  of  dominion  or 
possession,  has  this  Government  affixed  to  the  soU? 
None.  How  have  your  claims  been  vindieaiedl 
What  care  have  you  had  of  even  the  suboniinate 
matter  of  your  trade,  usually  not  sliglited  by  act- 
ively commercial  nations')  Your  fur  trade,  as  I 
have  said,  is  gone;  that  with  xhe  Russian  pQese^ 
sions  has  been  suffered  to  pass  into  foreign  nu^ 
that  with  the  Sandwich  Mands  lies  at  themeccrof 
vour  watchful  rival;  and  not  a  step  is  taken  to  stay 
her  encroachments  upon  your-soil,  or  hei  inroad 
upon  your  commerce  1 

It  is  not,  sir,  because  1  am  a  Western  man,  or 
because  my  immediate  constituents  take  a  deep 
concein  in  this  matter,  that  I  ur^e  it.  I  regard  it 
only  as  a  national  question.  It  is  as  a  great  and 
aclmowledged  interest  of  the  whole  Union  that  I 
would  preserve  it,  let  it  directly  benefit  what  sec- 
tion of  the  country  it  may.  Nothing  local,  noihior 
sectional,  enters  into  my  feelings,  or  s^all  sway  nv 
judgment.  I  view  it — and  trust  that  every  other 
Senator  will  view  it — only  in  its  broader  relatioos 
to  the  whole  country,  and  have  aimed  to  treat  it 
only  in  that  way. 

In  regard  to  the  particular  interests  involved  is 
the  question^  I  could  read  many  documents,  vith 
which  I  will  not  weary  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
They  will  permit  me,  however,  to  cite  fron  the 
excellent  report  of  Mr.  Pendleton  to  the  other 
House,  the  following  important  letter  of  Ctptiut 
Spalding,  of  the  ship  Lausanne,  of  New  York,  ad- 
dressed to  myself: 

"At present,  the  company  cultivate  about  three  thomodtem 
of  land,  and  raise  about  eighteen  thousand  batheto  ofwbeu, 
fourteen  thousand  bushels  of  poiatoee,  three  thounod  boiheb 
of  pease,  and  have  both  Hour  and  saw.milli;  the7  hiva «?« 
thousand  head  of  cattle,  two  thousand  shsep,  hogi,  ki^uA 
have  engaged  to  supply  the  Russians  with  eigbt  thobtandbwh* 
els  of  wheat  annually,  end  I  do  not  know  how  toxaj  thooud 
pounds  of  buttsr  at  6d.  sterling  per  pound;  they  liave  t  l«t|i 
number  of  men  In  their  employ,  four  ships,  two  Khoonoia  ind 
a  steamboat;  thev  have  several  foits  00  the  soath  aide  o7  tke 
Columbis.and  talce  out  of  the  river  probably  not  leatlun  jbi 
hundred  lAousand  doUara  in  value  per  annoD;  while  ovrOov* 
emment  remains  perfectly  passive  and  nnconceroed.  I  nnat 
confess,  when  I  saw  all  thia,  1  felt  aahamed  that  I  wsa  u  Amt- 
ican.  I  am  convinced  that  not  another  natioo  amkr  bearee 
would  submit  to  it,  or  could  besonegligeotofiheintereiiaofiii 
people.  The  company  have  all  the  caale,  sheep,  Ice,  btit  viU 
not  sell  te  a  settler  a  single  cow  or  a  sheep;  they  wilt,  1  bAw% 
sometimes  sell  a  pig,  but  nnihiitg  else  oiive— oot  eveo  e  bone; 
nothing  that  breathes.  They  have  now  contrscted  to  nppl;  the  • 
Russians  at  Sidica,  snd  all  the  northern  parts,  with  goodioriU 
kinds  that  the  Russians  require  at  twenty  five  per  canL  aivaxe 
on  the  London  invoice,  to  be  delivered  al  the  pona  wiieit  iba 
are  wanted,  without  charge  for  freight  or  expeme  of  uj  lana; 
thus  driving  the  Americans  off  the  coast  It  ia  alao  well  gnder* 
stood  that  they  purpoee  taking  pos^eatton  of  the  Sandwd 
Islands,  which  the  British  Gkivemroent  dain  onder  an  old 
grant  from  Tamaahmaah.  There  is  too  good  rrtsoo  to  bdien 
(indeed  the  opinion  is  prevalent  at  Oregon)  that  tbemspuf 
ambition  of  the  Bf  itish  will  not  with  all  thisbesiUified,  but  that 
they  intend  to  add  even  Cah'fomia  to  their  pommaitK.  reean* 
ing  and  intending  thereby  to  obtain  possesaion  ot  liw  bay  of 
8an  Francisco,  which  is  decidedly  the  beet  place  on  the  whtda 
wpel  coast  of  America  for  a  naval  depot,  and  where  the  cos- 
bined  navies  of  the  whole  world  could  anchor  with  perfect 
Bsfety;  being  accessible  at  all  iimee  forvesiehof  anydnigk 
of  water. 

'The  colony  from  the  United  States  b  sitoatedontbe  Wdk^ 
met,  a  branch  of  the  Columbia,  about  ninety  miksfrom  t*s 
mouth  (if  the  river,  which  is,  undoubtedly,  the  fineit  rmisc 
end  wheal  country  in  Oregon.  At  preeeni,  K  cofttins  of  aboet 
seventy  families,  who  raise  considerable  grain,  tndba^e  aboat 
three  thousand  head  ofcaiile.  The  mission  laatjear  nind 
one  thoussnd  bushels  of  wheat,  and  made  buner,  chceB| 
&c.«  enough  for  their  own  use.  They  have  five  bimdRd 
head  of  cattle  and  two  hundred  horsesi  snd  laat  yctr  ibcr 
sowed  four  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  one  hondml  lad 
twenty  bushels  of  pease,  snd  planted  a  lane  quntity  01 
potatoes  sod  vegetables  of  all  descriptions.  The;  htveboft 
poultry,  Ac  ,  in  abundance.  Idsst  year  they  raised  over  t(um 
hundred  bushels  of  potatoes.  The  extent  of  I'aecotin'ry  coo. 
pripinc  the  Wallamei  Valley  is  about  three  hundred  milei  ksf 
and  two  hundred  broad,  Intenmersed  with  ravine*  of  wood,  w- 
eraily  of sufncicntquantitiea  for  fuel  andftodog.  Tbelandia 
its  natural  stale  is  usually  ready  for  the  plooch,  and  i«  ^trj  fV' 
tile,  producing  from  twenty -five  to  forty  baahelsofwheatiotla 
acre;  and  the  climate  is  i»o  mild  that  the  caiilc  inbsrt  m'ba 
fields  without  fodder  or  shelter  of  any  kind  bdn^  {vcpaieder 
provided  for  them  through  the  winter.  Salmon  can  be  «*lw|j| 
the  Wall amet  fal  la  (which,  however,  the  Briil«h  h«w  {««« 
possession  of,  and  r ompellcd  our  people  to  buiM  their  roill»« 
the  falls  above)  with  little  trouble,  from  May  10  Septem^f.  ■ 
almost  any  quantity.  1  have  no  hesiution  in  sayinfihaiw 
thousand  barrels  might  b«*  taken  per  aonum.  Probably  00  pw 
in  the  world  offers  ^r^ater  inducjemenui  for  emieranti.  n* 
visions  might  readily  be  procured  to  suppott  onetbousand  t» 
grsnts  at  any  time  Plnur  was  this  season  bif  t.  in  cenwqww 
of  a  want  of^mills-  a  difficulty  that  is  now  obviated  by  'beetifr 
tion  of  two  new  ones,  vi».  one  by  Mr.  McKey,  and  ooebrue 
mission;  as  also  two  saw-mills.  Wheat  is  nominally  »««  "J 
dollar  per  bushel,  beeftix  cents  per  pound,  pork  ten, cowawj 
dollan  each,  oxen  sixty,  borm  thirty.flv».    Pouiowbeiflf 
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•bQOt  tir»Dt7'flr«  eonta  per  bushel.  Ltbor  b  worth  abtuit 
tblrgr-five  doilon  per  moDib,  the  laborer  beihg  tuaiKl  by  bie 
•mpiojer." 

I  hare  repeatedly  alladed  to  the  commercial  and 
territorial  capidity  of  the  Hadson  Bay  Company, 
iu  anjost  encroachments,  its  unhesitating  rapacity, 
the  siKyliaiions  of  our  legitimate  trade,  and  even  the 
muraers  which  have  tracked  its  coarse  as  a  com- 
pany. But.  in  simi^le  justice,  let  me  say  that  these 
acU'^nd  Ihfis  character  belong  to  them  only  in  a 
corporate  Capacity.  As  individuals,  many  of  them 
are  men  highly  humane  and  honorable.  It  is 
abundantly  known,  in  particular,  that  there  lives 
not  a  more  generous,  benevolent,  and  kind  hearted 
gentleman  uian  Dr.  McLaughlin,  the  individual 
at  the  head  of  the  company's  affairs  on  the  Colum> 
bla.  His  acts  of  voluntary  kindness  towards  our 
citizens;  his  courtesy  towards  whomsoever  of  onr  offi- 
cers or  public  agents  may  have  visited  that  coun- 
try; the  ready  and  liberal  good  offices  which  he  has 
ever  extended  wherever  they  were  needed,  do  him 
him  great  honor,  and  should  not  be  mentioned 
without  thanks.  I  make,  then,  my  charges  asainst 
the  collective  comfMm^r  and  its  policy,  not  the  in- 
dividuals of  whom  it  IS  made  up.  Let  me,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  freely  remark,  without  desiring,  to 
diminish  anything  flrom  this  individual  praise, 
that,  as  a  company,  they  can  well  afford  to  be  gen- 
erous to  us  of  the  fruits  of  our  own  soil.  An  an- 
nual half  million  in  the  fur-trade  may  well  miti- 
gate a  good  many  national  prejudices.  Out  of  an 
abundance  which  should  be  ours,  they  may  well 
dispense  some  hospitality  to  our  citizens  and  ac- 
credited agents.  For  traiping  -on  their  savage 
dependants  to  waylay  our  wanderers,  to  bum  dnr 
settlements,  to  exterminate  the  settler,  to  shut  out 
our  traders  from  all  participation  in  their  traffic, 
these  ciTxlities  are,  after  all,  out  a  cheap  equivalent. 
True  it  is,  however,  that  in  the  former  rivalry' 
between  the  two  companies,  before  they  were 
merged  into  one,  they  were  as  rapacious  and  as 
sanguinary  towards  each  other.  And  why  should 
they  be  more  just  or  more  merciful  towards  an 
alien  racel 

Of  these  deeds  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
may  have  some  recollection,  and  of  the  time  when, 
in  their  contest  for  the  supremacjr  of  that  reeion, 
the  emplovees  of  the  two  companies  were  led  on 
to  maiuaf  outrages  as  detestable  as  any  to  which 
ihey  now  jointly  instigate  the  savages  against  our 
helpless  citizens  and  traders.  He  may  perhaps  re- 
call' the  tragedies  of  1819;  when  the  Northwest 
Company  made  regular  war  upon  that  of  Hudson 
Bay,  to  drive  them  from  the  trade;  pitched  battles 
being  fought  as  between  two  fierce  Indian  tribes, 
with  a  loss  of  twenty  men  in  a  single  affair- 
Governor  Semple  and,  Mr.  Kevenny  (another  lead- 
ing man)  perishing  in  the  contest. 

I  surely  have  not  need  to  urge  that  they  whom 
the  sordid  love  of  gain  could  thus  urge  to  imbrue 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  brother  Englishmen, 
would  little  hesitate  to  inflame  the  natural  an- 
tipathies of  the  sayage,  and  turn  his  secondary 
ferocity  to  an  easy  and  a  general  instrument  for 
effecting  those  dark  deeds  by  which  the  citizens  of 
a  rival  power  were  to  be  put  out  of  the  way  when 
they  came  between  them  and  their  gainsi. 

Ido  not  speak  idly  of  these  matters,  but  hold  in 
my  hand  repoits  of  men  who  personally  knew  the 
influence  and  the  arts  practised  against  us:  such 
men  as  Governors  Clarke  and  Cass,  whose  judg- 
ments and  knowledge  in  Indian  affairs  were  be- 
yond dispute.  They  show  that,  up  to  1829,  at 
least  Ave  hundred  of  our  people  have  been  de- 
stroyed in  this  way,  and  that  the  rate  of  subsequent 
destruction  has  not  changed.  All  the  evidence 
shows^that,  wherever  the  British  fur-trade  is  pushed, 
the  Indians  are  subsidized.  The  terms  of  that 
subsidy  have  an  index  in  the  murders  committed 
on  oar  people.  Trace  up  the  butcheries  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  and  their  plains,  ihe  ravages  of 
onr  exposed  settlements,  and  )rou  will  find  them 
uniformly  committed  by  Indians  clad  in  British 
blankets  and  armed  with  British  tomahawks  and 
scalping-knives.  Is  not  this  proof  enough  for 
whom  this  work  of  blood  is  aonel  How  long, 
air,  shall  this  innocent  blood  of  your  citizens  call 
to  you  in  vainl  How  long  shall  it  be  before  yon 
interpose  to  arrest  these  crimesi  Are  the  lawful 
pursuits  of  your  people  to  be  thus  left  the  spoil  and 
the  prey  of  foreign  rapacityl  Does  not  the  very 
treaty  which  is  so  often  pleaded,  declare  these  pur- 
suits legitimate;  or  is  it,  then,  but  an  idle  formi  If 
legitimate,  you  are  bound  to  protect  your  cit- 
iseas  who  engagt  in  it;  and  the  (question  of  its 


greater  or  less  profitableness  than  other  occupa- 
tions, is  not  one  to  be  considered,  except  by  those 
who  engage  in  it  The  Senator  from  South  Car* 
olina,  to  disparage  the  trade,  said  yesterday  that 
few  men  have  grown  rich  in  it.  Now  I  appre- 
hend that,  comparing  great  things  with  small,  his 
remark  is  equally  true  of  manufactures.  In  these, 
what  a  disproportion  between  the  few  capitalists 
who  get  rich,  and  the  multitudes  of  poor  oi>eraiiveM 
who  never  cani  It  is  but  the  same  thing  in  either 
pursuit:  the  operatives  amass  not  the  splendid  for- 
tunes, nor  does  every  hunter  and  trapper  become 
a  John  Jacob  Astor.  Chance  or  taste  leads  them 
to  adopt  that  pursuit;  and  it  forms  one  oftnose  na- 
tional interests  which  we  are  bound  to  protect,  in 
common  with  even  the  humblest  branch  of  your 
industry  or  commerce.  Whenever  your  sails 
whiten  the  sea,  in  no  matter  what  clime,  against  no 
matter  whom,  the  national  arm  stretches  out  its 
protection.  Everywhere  but  in  this  unhappy  ter- 
ritory, the  persons  and  the  pursuits  of  your  citizens 
are  watched  over.  You  count  no  cost  when  other 
interests  are  concerned,  when  other  rights  are  as- 
sailed; but  you  recoil  here  from  a  trifling  appropri- 
ation to  an  object  of  the  highest  national  impor- 
tance, because  it  enlists  no  sectional  influence. 
Contrast,  for  instance,  your  supineness  about  the 
Oregon  Territory  with  your  alacrity  to  establish, 
for  guarding  the  slave  coast  and  Liberia,  a  squad- 
ron costing  S600.000  annually,  and  which  you  nave 
bound  yourself  by  treaty  to  keep  up  for  five  years, 
with  great  exposure  of  lives  and  vessels.  By  stip- 
ulation, eighty  guns  (one-twelfth  of  your  force 
afloat)  is  kept  upon  this  service;  and,  as  your  na- 
val expenditure  amounts  to  about  seven  millions 
a  year,  this  ,(its  twelfth  part)  will  make,  in  tve 
years,  three  millions  bestowed  in  watching  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  guarding  the  freedom  of  the 
negro.race !  For  this  you  lavish  millions;  and  you 
grudge  S100,000  to  the  great  American  and  nation- 
al object  of  assertinff  your  territorial  rights  and  set- 
tling your  soil,  i  on  ^rant  at  once  what  furthers 
the  slave  policy  of  a  rival  power,  and  deny  the 
means  of  rescuing  fVom  its  grasp  your  own  property 
and  soil  I 

[Here  Mr.  L.  referred  a^in  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Spalding,  which  we  have  given  at  large.*] 

The  general  objection  to  the  bill  has  been  con- 
fined to  the  grants  of  land.  The  South  Carolina 
Senators  alone  have  viewed  the  establishment  of 
military  posts  as  a  violation  of  the  convention. 
And  I  understood  one  of  those  Senators  to  assert 
even  that,  under  the  treat>r,  we  could  not  extend 
over  the  territory  our  legal  jurisdiction,  as  Britain 
has  done. 

J  Mr.  McDuFPiB  here  assured  Mr.  L.  that  he  had* 
misapprehended  him:  he  held  that  we  could  ex- 

*To  ehowUM  bperationaof  the  Hudson  Bar  Company,  lo 
rool  oat  American  fur-tradera,  public  attention  n  called  to  the 
following  extract  of  Mr.  Towneend's excellent  ramarki  upon  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  recently  published  In  the  National  Intbli* 
gencer. 

"Within  a  few  yeara,  aereral  Amerlcani  (of  whom  the  writer 
of  thia  notice  \m  one)  have  croiaed  the  Rocky  Moaniaina  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Colombia,  with  obiects entirely  unconnected  with 
trade  orcommerce.  Mine  waa  the  deeire  to  eee  a  new  country, 
a  loTe  of adfentuie  for  ita  own  sake,  and  an  enthuaiaatic  load- 
neaa  for  natural  hiatorr. 

**The  party  with  which  I  travelled  left  Independence,  Mis' 
soori,  about  the  latter  part  of  April,  1834,  and  arrived  at  the 
Britiah  Fort  Vancouver  loBeptemlMr,  having  performed  the 
whole  Journey  on  horaeback.  From  thia  time  until  October, 
lfflS,(with  the  exception  of  the  firat  winter,  which  I  paaaedat 
the  Sandwich  lalanoa,)  my  residence  waa  in  the  Territory  of 
Oregon.  Dr.  McLaughlin,  the  chief  factor,  treated  me  witli 
uniform  and  aingular  kindneaa.  aupplying  all  my  wants,  and 
fumlahing  me  with  every  facility  in  the  prosecution  or  my 
plans.  Tula  is,  I  believe,  the  uniform  character  of  the  super* 
inteodenta  of  Britiah  forts  in  that  countrpr.  Travellera,  nalu* 
rallsts,  and  all  who  are  not  traders,  are  kmdty  and  moat  hoapi- 
tably  treated^  but  the  moment  the  visiter  is  known  to  trade  a 
beaver  akin  n-om  an  Indian,  that  moment  he  is  ejected  from  the 
community,  and  all  communicaiion  between  him  and  the  offl* 
cars  Qjf  the  company  ceases.  When  Captain  Wyeth,  with  his 
party,  arrived  at  Walla* Walla  fort,  on  hia  passage  down  the 
Columbia,  he  was  required  by  the  aupi^rintendeni  to  promiae 
that  durina  his  Journey  from  thence  to  Vancouver— 300  milea 
—he  would  not  buy  a  beaver  akin;  the  functionary  aasurina 
him  that,  unless  he  consented  so  to  bind  himself,  he  would  senc 
a  party  ahead  of  him  which  should  be  instructed  to  purchase 
every  beaver  akin  from  the  Indians  on  the  route,  at  a  price 
which  be  (Wyeth)  could  not  afford  to  pay.  It  ia  a  fact,  nolo* 
rioua  in  that  country,  that  the  honorable  company  has  a  sum  of 
money,  amounting  to  several  thousand  pounds  sterling,  laid 
aaide  at  Vancouver,  for  the  aolepurpoae  of  opposing  all  who 
may  come  to  interfere  with  ita  monopoly,  by  pnrchaatng  at  ex- 
orbitant prices  all  the  fbrs  in  possession  of  the  Indians,  and 
thus  forcing  tlis  settler  to  come  to  terms,  or  driving  him  from 
the  country.  If  it  be  an  Individual  who  is  thus  atarved  into 
aubmiaalon,  be  then  usually  clears  a  piece  of  land  on  the  Wal- 
lamet  river,  takee  an  Indian  wife,  and  purchaaea  furs  of  the 
natives,  which,  bv  previous  contract,  he  ieliound  to  sell  to  the 
oonpeaT  at  an  aayanoe  which  ii  fUed  by  tb«  QoTtmor." 


tend  our  Jurisdiction  over  the  Indians  and  our.owa 

citizens.] 

Mr.  LiNN.  Well,  sir,  I  stand  corrected.  I  now 
hold  in  mj  hand  a  copy  of  the  contract  which  t^ 
Hudson  aky  Company  passes  with  i(s  emplpirje'es, 
by  which  it  is  agreed  that  when  the  empiqjr%e  haa 
served  a  certain  number  of  years,  and  wishes  to 
retire,  he  shall  have  a  grant  of  fiflv  acres  of  land, 
asuitofthecompany.'.s  clothes,  &c.,he binding  him- 
self to  a  sort  of  feudal  tenure  to  muster  and  bear 
arms  when  needed. 

Now,  sir,  does  not  this  contract  incontestibly  es- 
tablish, on  their  part,  everything  which  it  is  denied 
that  we  can  del  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  com- 
pany does  not  keep  these  engagements^  That  can- 
not be;  and  we  know  that  their  retired  servants 
have  for  some  time  had  settlements  and  occupied 
land;?,  in  conformity  with  these  agreements  I  ask 
Senators,  then,  are  we  always  to  argue  against  our- 
selves!—always  to  interpret  our  national  duties  m 
favor  of  other  nations,  and  to  our  own  detriment? 
Was  it  not  thus  in  1828,  when  gentlemen  contend- 
ed that  we  could  not  establish  military  posts  in  ibe 
territory,  nor  extend  our  jurisdiction  over  ill  This, 
too,  when  Great  Britain  had  alreadv  takcen  those 
steps  over  the  whole  northwest,  and  even  over  a 
pari  of  our  territory  on  this  side  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, 

But  gentlemen  surely  mistake  when  they  im- 
agine that  this  British  jurisdiction  can  be  confined 
to  British  subjects  alone.  Pray,  sir,  were  an 
American  to  commit  murder  on  an  employee  of 
the  company,  does  anybody  believe  that  ne  would 
not  be  tried  and  hanged  under  this  British  lawl 
The  English  ministry,  I  know,  has  said  (tis  Mr. 
Gkillatin  lells  us)  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied to  any  but  British  subjects  and  Indians.  But 
what  iheni  What  will  the  opinion  of  this  or  that 
minister  signify,  a  case  having  actually  occurred^ 
By  settled  law,  any  denizen  coming  within  its  ju- 
risdiction, and  committing  a  crime,  will  be  punish- 
ed; and  ii  there  is  a  British  judge  or  justice  of  the 
peace  there,  he  will  be  bound  to  execute  this  law, 
to  its  letter,  against  Americans  as  all  others. 

My  friend  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Phelps]  made  it 
clear  that,  under  this  law,  controversies  likewise 
as  to  lana  titles  between  citizens  of  the  two  coim- 
tries  would  pass  under  this  jurisdiction.  If  so, 
why  not  as  much  criminal  onencesi  But  as  to 
suck  scrupulous  limiting  of  their  legal  assumptions, 
they  are  lar  more  likely  to  enlarge  them.  I  never 
heard  of  an  Indian  being  hung  under  that  law;  but 
I  have  latelv  learned  the  occurrence  of  a  case 
where  a  half-breed  Indian,  for  the  murder  of  an 
Englishman,  was  tried,  convicted,  and  hung— a 
mode  of  death  the  most  repugnant  to  all  an  In- 
dian's prejudices.  Why  should  this  not  have  beeu 
done  upon  an  American  citizeni  What  have  you 
done  to  insure  his  surrender  to  your  own  courts?*— 
what  to  protect  his  pursuits,  doubly  legitimate  both 
by  your  territorial  title  and  the  stipulations  of  the 
convention? 

You  do  not,  probably,  know  the  number  of  men 
of  Massachusetts,  of  New  Hampshire,  of  Missouri, 
and  of  other  States,  who  would  push  their  fortunes 
in  that  territory,  and  cairry  civilization  thither, 
could  they  but  expect  from  you  the  protection  ana 
the  favor  which  England,  through  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  grants  to  her  people.  Your  States  of  the 
East  and  the  West  will  not  send  forth  their  swarnts 
because  they  believe  their  Government  too  timia 
or  too  niggardly  to  protf  ct  or  to  assist  them.  They 
never  will  believe  you  in  earnest  till,  by  some 
measure  as  positive  as  this,  you  prove  to  them 
that  you  regard  your  title  as  indefeasible,  and  giva. 
them  a  pledge  of  your  intentions  that  cannot  be  re- 
tracted. I  have  seen  many  letters  to  this  effect, 
and  know  that  such  is  the  general  doubt  which 
holds  back  numbers  who  desire  to  go.    Your  peo- 

fle  require  action  of  some  kind;  and  I  will  feel  that 
have  not  lived  in  vain,  if  this  bill  should  have 
the  effect  of  bringing  the  subject  to  some  definite 
conclusion. 

These  are  the  views  of  those  who  look  only  to 
the  earthly  rewards  of  hazardous  enterprise.  But 
the  Eastern  States  furnish  others,  whom  a  sacred 
call  has  led.to  trace  the  pathless  wilderness,  care- 
less of  all  human  protection;  who,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  Christian  philanthropy,  have  braved  every  pri- 
vation and  danger  to  carry  to  the  valleys  of  th« 
Oregon  and  the  Wallamei  the  light  of  the  Gospel, 
and  its  attendant,  civilization;  accomplishing 
there,  by  individual  devotedness,  those  noble  bene* 
fits  which  it  was  your  part  to  have  performed.  Tha 
Christian  spirit  of  men  has  outstnpped  the  tiirdy 
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policy  and  goodne&s  of  the  Government;  and  these 
Gospel-bearers  have  at  oncd  formed  a  paradise} 
'wrheire  your  siatesn^en  imagine  nothinp^  bat  steril 
Kands,  or  a  surface  blackened  by  volcanic  fires. 

Of  the  horrors  of  such  a  sojourn  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDcfpie]  seems  to  have 
formed  a  particularly  lively  conception,  and  has 
conveyed  it  (as  was  to  be  expected)  in  a  very  pow- 
erful form.  Had  he  (he  saia)  an  honest  or  deserv- 
ing  son,  who  desired  to  migrate  thither,  he  wonld 
say  to  him,  "Don't  go!  stay  where  you  are!"  But, 
had  he  one  fit  for  a  convict-ship  or  Botany  Bay,  he 
would  tell  him,  without  hesitation,  "dfo,  by  all 
means !" 

Now,  for  the  Senator's  information,  I  beg  to 
read  a  few  well-authenticated  descriptions  of  this 
blasted  land  of  his.  The  reports  of  the  mission- 
aries, and  the  narratives  of  Captain  Wilkes  and  of 
Mr.  Peale,  the  naturalist,  give  a  very  different 
picture.  They  a^ree  that,  for  picturesque  beauty, 
for  exuberant  fertility,  and  for  salubrity  of  climate, 
no  region  of  the  earth,  of  equal  extent,  surpasses 
the  vales  and  the  table- laods  of  the  Oregon.  There, 
too,  they  tell  ^ron,  instead  of  the  dissoluteness  of 
sucn  a  population  as  the  Senator  thinks  it  only  fit 
for,  are  seen  gentleness,  piety,  intelligence,  and 
peaee^  which  seem  to  have  their  chosen  seat  in  the 
Deautiftil  valley  of  the  Wallamet.  They  are 
law-abiding  and  law-loving;  they  are  active,  vet 
quiet;  no  strifes  or  broils,  suicides  or  murders.  No 
compulsion  of  the  law  is  needed  to  make  them  pay 
their  debts*— a  contrast,  on  this  verge  of  civiliza- 
tion, (as  the  Senator  supposes  it,)  at  which  a  por- 
tion of  his  constituents,  not  to  say  my  own,  might 
well  blush.  He  is  not  less  mistaken  as  to  the  mer-' 
cenary  motives  which,  he  thinks,  can  alone  have 
M  these  wanderers  so  far.  was  it  such  that 
brought  our  sturdy  ancestors  to  the  rock  of  Pl^- 
moutn?  May  not  their  descendants  speed  to  this 
farthest  West  with  like  visions  of  some  noble  futu- 
rity to  be  realized!  There  is  a  fascination  in  these 
half-real  dreams  which  I  have  witnessed  and  felt; 
and  had  I  wealth  to  pay,  or  could  such  things  be 
bonght,  I  know  not  what  I  would  fi^e  to  have  felt 
the  wild  and  strange  rapture  with  which  Boon 
must  have  gazed,  for  the  first  time,  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Cumberland  moimtains  over  the  match- 
less plain  of  Kentnckytor  yet,  again,  when  he  had 
passed  through  that  JBden-like  wilderuess,  and, 
from  the  top  of  one  of  the  mounds  of  a  departed 
race,  looked,  in  bewildered  delight,  over  I  he  mag- 
i^ficeot  banks  and  streams  of  the  Ohio. 

These,  sir.  are  sensations  not  to  be  purchased. 
There  is  in  them  no  touch  of  anything  mercenary; 
an4tbey  animate  men  to  ventures  which  no  gain 
can  repay,  but  which  surely,  in  finding  or  founding 
empires  for  ns,  deseive  encouragement  and  protec- 
tion, as  much  as  any  labors  or  that  more  sordid 
kind  which  seek,  and  make  themselves  in  safety, 
rewards  at  home.  There  are  men  who  go  forth  to 
the  wilderness  like  our  first  parents,  when  God  sent 
them  forth  from  the  garden  of  Eden  to  subdue  the 
earth.  Such  feelings,  to  our  own  immediate  an- 
cestors, shed  an  ideal  beauty  over  the  barren  rock 
of  Plymouth,  one  day,  under  their  all  subdning 
spirit,  to  blossom  like  the  rose.  The  same  impulse 
yet  animates  their  race,  and  will  bear  them  across 
deserts,  as  of  old  across  the  deep,  give  them  only 
the  protection  of  your  laws  and  the  countenance 
of  ine  Government. 

I  recollect,  Mr.  President,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  to  have  heard  a  venerable  and  respected 
lady  say  that,  when  she  removed,  at  the  close  of 
the  Revolution,  from  Annapolis  to  Cumberland,  in 
Maryland,  she  was  looked  upon  as  having  gone 
out  of  the  world,  and  as  about  to  become  a  semi- 
savage.  In  such  a  light  were  your  forefathers  [Mr. 
Bates  of  Massachusetts  in  the  chair]  viewed  when, 
in  their  forlorn  search  for  freedom,  they  abandoned 
the  ease  of  civilized  life,  and,  for  n-eer  homes 
braved  the  dangers  of  the  deep  and  the  terrors  of 
a  savage  shore.  They  but  obeyed  the  instinct  of 
qnr  peculiar  race — that  invincible  longing  for  lib- 
erty and  space  which  impels  those  of  Anglo-Saxon 
descent  to  trace  the  rudest  tracts,  the  wildest  seas, 
ran^e  the  Atlantic  and  the  Indian  waste  of  waters, 
explore  the  vast  Pacific,  and  break  through  the 
icy  barriers  ol  the  polar  oceans.  With  a  spirit  re- 
newed from  our  virgin  soil,  and  from  Nature  itself 
in  this  untamed  continent,  it  looks  back  to  the  land 
of  our  forefathers,  half  ready  to  spread  there  the 
regeneration  which  constantly  agitates  itself  Other 
nations  may  enlarRe  themselves  by  physical  con- 
quests; but  we  (1  thank  God  for  itlVcan  subdue 
only  by  the  dominion  of  mind  the  moral  empire  of 


institutions.  If  neighboring  countries  are,  at  any 
future  time,|tobe  adOTd  to  our  Union,  it  will  be  they 
who  will  have  .sought  the  blessings  of  our  institu- 
tions; not  we  who  will  have  coveted  the  enlarge- 
ment of  our  territory  by  conquering  fleets  and 
armies. 

[Here  Mr.  Likn  proceeded  to  read  a  series  of  ex- 
tracts fVom  the  documents  to  which  he  had  referred; 
a  letter  lYom  Al  van  P.  Waller,  bne  of  the  mission- 
aries on  the  Wallamef,  dated  6th  April,  1843,  and 
published  in  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Jour- 
nal of  December  last;  which,  af^er  speaking  in  the 
highest  terms  of  th«^  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
other  advantages  of  the  country,  refers  to  ih6  dis- 
putes which  have  already  occurred  bei^peen  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  and  the  recent  American 
settlers.  The  company  claiming,  under  the  right 
of  preemption,  some  of  the  choicest  .spots  now  oc- 
cupied by  American  settlers;  which  proves,  con- 
clusively, the  intentions  of  the  company  to  occupy 
the  best  parts  of  the  territory,  to  the  exclnsion  of 
the  Americans.  Will  not  these  land  disputes,  as 
well  as  all  others,  be  brought  under  the  operation 
of  the  British  act  of  Parliament  of  ISdH 

A  series  of  therroometrical  observations  firom 
Doctor  Forry,  by  Mr.  Ball,  which  may  be  found 
in  the  35th  and  26th  volumes  of  Sill iman's  Journal; 
they  show  the  average  winter  temperature  at  Port 
Vancouver  to  be  41 1  degrees  of  Pahrenheif;  the 
spring  48  degrees;  the  summer  65  degrees:  the  fall 
52|  degrees.  This  is  probably  a  little  milder  than 
the  climate  of  Norfolk,  Virginia.  Mr.  L.  also  read 
a  descriptive  letter  of  Mr.  Titian  Peale,  dated  here 
on  the  25th  ultimo;  another  from  Major  Robert 
Moore,  dated  at  Wallamet,  (Oregon,)  March  8, 184*2; 
a  statement  from  Mr.  Waldron,  in  a  late  letter 
from  the  same  place;  a  letter  of  Capt.  Steen,  of  the 
United  States  dragoons,  from  Fort  Lieavenworth,  in 
which  he  says:  "I  have  lately  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  Col.  Battson  of  Jackson  county,  Missouri,- 
who  has  returned  a  short  time  since  from  the  Ore- 

Son  Territory,  and  several  other  gentlemen  from 
f  issouri;  they  speak  in  the  most  exalted  terms  of 
the  country,  soil,  climate,  water-power,  heahh, 
fine  timber,  and  many  other  advantages  that  coun- 
try has  over  Mi$souri." 

A  letter  of  the  Messrs.  Benson,  of  New  York, 
transmitting  the  statement  of  Captain  Spald- 
ing. AU  thiese  are  documents,  not  merely  im- 
portant, but  interesting  in  themselves,  though 
beyond  our  present  command  of  space.  He 
also  referred  to  the  well-known  voyagers,  Cook, 
Vancouver,  Port]ocke,Dixon,  Krusen^tiern,  Langs- 
dorf,  as  well  as  Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  some  others. 
But,  interesting  as  the  matter  becomes,  in  the  view 
of  the  present  national  question,  and  important  as 
are  the  materials  thus  brought  together,  we  are  com- 
pelled here  to  break  off.] 

So  little  before  1813  or  1814  did  Great  Britain 
ev«ir  doubt  your  claim  to  the  lately-contested  terri- 
tory in  Maine,  thaf  in  1814  she  proposed  to  purchase 
that  part  of  it  which  she  desired.  She  next  treated 
for  a  right  of  way.  It  was  refused;  and  she  then 
set  up  a  claim  to  the  soil.  This  method  has  sped 
no  ill  with  her;  for  she  has  got  what  she  wanted, 
AND  madr  you  pay  FOR  IT.  Her  Oregon  game  is 
the  same.  She  has  set  her  heart  upon  a  strip  of 
territory  north  of  the  Oregon,  and  seems  determined 
to  plucK  it  from  us,  either  by  circumvention  or 
force.  Aware  of  the  political  as  well  as  leeal  ad- 
vantages of  possession,  she  is  strengthening  ners  in 
every  way  not  too  directly  responsible.  She  is  se- 
lecting and  occimying  the  best  lands,  the  most  fa- 
vorable sites.  These  she  secures  to  the  settlers 
under  contracts.  For  any  counteraction  of  yours, 
she  may  take,  and  is  taking,  possession  of  the  whole 
territory.  She  has  appropriated  sites  for  mills, 
manufactories,  and  farms.  If  one  of  these  has  been 
abandoned  for  a  better,  she  reverts  to  it,  if  a  aitizen 
of  yours  occupies  it,  and  ejects  him.  She  tells  her 
people  she  will  protect  them  in  whatever  they  have 
laid,  or  may  lay,  their  hands  upon.  If  she  can 
legitimately  do  this,  why  may  net  wel  Is  this  a 
joint  occupation  of  which  she  is  to  have  the  sole 
benefit^  Had  you  as  many  citizens  there  as  she, 
yon  would  be  compelled  to  protect  them;  and  if  you 
have  not,  why  is  it  but  because  she  keeps  ihem  off, 
and  you  refuse  to  offer  them  the  inducements  which 
she  holds  outi  Give  them  a  prospective  grant  of 
lands,  and  insure  them  |the  shelter  of  your  laws, 
and  they  will  soon  congregate* there  in  force  enough 
to  secure  your  rights  and  their  own. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  somewhat  in- 
consistently urges  that  the  country  is  bleak,  bar- 
ren, volcanic,  rocky,  a  waste  always  flooded  when 


it  is  not  parched;  and  insists  that,  worthlesR  u  it 
is,  Great  Britain  will  go  at  ooce  to  war  for  ft. 
Strange  that  she  should  in  1818  have  held  so  te- 
naciously to  what  is  so  worthless!  Su-auger still 
that  she  should  hare  stuck  yet  closer  to  it  in  1^27 
when  she  had  had  still  ampler  time  to  learn  the 
bootlessness  of  the  ppf^session !  And  strangest  of 
all,  that  she  should  sthl  cling  to  it  with  the  grasp  of 
death !  Sir,  I  cannot  for  -my  Ifft  help  thinkltig 
that  she  and  the  Senator  have  formed  a  very  dif. 
ferent  estimate  of  the  tenitory,  and  that  she  b 
(as  she  ought  to  be)  a  good  deal  the  better  inform- 
ed. She  knows  wellies  soil,  climate^ and  physical  re« 
soD^s,  and  perfectly  comprehends  its  commer- 
cial and  geographical  importance.  And  know- 
ing  Jill  this,  sne  was  ready  to-  siiik  all  sense  of 
iostice,  stifle  all  rtspeci  for  our  clear  title,  and 
nasten  to  root  her  interests  in  the  '^il,  so  as  to  se- 
cure the  strong,  even  when  most  wrongftil,  title 
of  possession. 

As  proof,  among  other  things,  of  thewo^thles^ 
ncss  of  the  territory,  the  Senator  yesterdav  main- 
tained that,  in  the  ujiper  country,  rain  never  falls; 
and  in  the  lower,  hardly  ever  ceases.  Now,  the 
facts  derived  from  inieUigent  residents  show  that 
in  those  parts  of  the  coaiitry  where  it  seldom  rains, 
'  copious  dews  supply  the  necessary  moistnre  fur 
vegetable  life;  while  the  streams  and  rills  which 
on  all  sides  descend  from  the  mountains,  enter- 
tain a  perpetual  freshness  in  the  arable  and  pas- 
ture lands.  It  is  shown,  too,'  that,  on  the  coast  and 
lowlands,  what  is  called  the  rainy  season  is  one 
of  gentle  showers,  not  ofdelugesof  rain.  If  they 
have  more  rain,  they  have  less  frost  and  snow 
than  other  countries,  more  fertility,  and  not  less 
health. 

But  the  documentary  information  accamalated 
here  for  some  years  past  makes  all  who  are  con- 
versant with  it  aware  that  the  Senator  mistakes 
the  character  of  the  plains  on  the  east  as  well  as 
the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  He  ima- 
gines that  the  vast  plains  which  stretch  from  the 
base  of  that  chain  to  the  borders  of  oar  inhabited 
territories  are  desert  sands,  destitute  alike  of  vege- 
tation  and  water.  We  all  know  that  this  is  not  so: 
that  these  great  plahis  are  principally  rich  prairie 
lands,  sustaining  countless  nerds  of  antelopes,  deer, 
and  buffaloes,  and  capable  of  most  profitable  colti' 
vation.  They  are  intersected  by  great  rivers,  fed 
by  innumerable  streams,  supplied  by  lesser  tribo- 
taries,  diverging  in  every  direction.  Timber  cer- 
tainly is  scarce;  but  it  springs  up  and  grows  with 
the  population,  and  the  banks  of  tbe  streams  afford 
every  where  strips  of  wood,  quite  sufficient  to  supply 
any  population  that  can,  for  a  good  many  years, 
fix  itself  there.  Mistaken,  as  the  Senator  is,  as  to 
what  lies  comparatively  near.  I  am  not  stirprised 
that  he  should  misconceive  wnat  is  so  remote— the 
country  of  the  Oregon.  He  appears,  also,  not  to  he 
aware  that,  from  the  lower  Ohio  to  the  eastern 
skirls^of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  it  is  one  ?asi  coal- 
field,'in  its  lower  altitudes,  in termiied  with  other 
mineral  regions,  whose  value  seems  almcst  withotit 
a  limit. 

Sir,  I  confess  that  this  wealth  of  the  surface, and 
the  still  vaster  natural  treasuries  that  lie  beneath, 
un mined  but  not  unknown,  have  awakened  in  me, 
and  seem  to  me  to  justify,  the  expectations  which 
the  Senator  considers  so  visionary.  Orer  snch 
a  region,  the  passage  from  the  richest  valley  in  the 
world — that  of  th&  Mississippi— to  a  new  and  wide 
commercial  empire,  that  must  presendy  stan  op  on 
the  Pacific,  I  cannot  think  railroads  and  canals 
mere  day-dreams.  The  wonders  which  hare, 
within  the  laj«t  twenty  years,  been  achieved  in  those 
things,  may  well  excuse  those  who  look  upon  the 
results  I  have  mentioned  as  possible,  even  withia 
the  compass  of  the  present  generation.  All  pre- 
dictions, even  the  most  sanguine,  have  in  this 
country  been  so  distanced  by  the  actual  progress  of 
its  prosperity,  that  gentlemen  who  foretell  the 
other  way  should  beware  of  the  error  of  the 
Millerites,  and  not  lay  the  accomplishments  of 
their  prophecies  too  close  at  hand.  Even  in 
the  faith  of  the  bold  enthusiasts  who  landed  at 
Plymouth  Rock,  was  there  one  ardent  enoo^  \o 
imagine  that  their  descendants  woald,  in  fire 
centuries,  perform  what  has  been  effected  in  twol 
Ir  was  said  by  Grcneral  Cass,  in  his  disconrse  be- 
fore the  Historical  Society  of  this  city,  "ihat 
he  had  conversed  with  those  who  had  talked 
with  the  children  of  the  pilgrinns."  In  that 
mere  space  of  time,  what  amazing  changes! 
What  an  empire  has  risen  up,  hke  an  ex- 
halation  from  earth!    A  new  people  has  been 
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Senate. 


•d  to  the  great  boasehold  of  natioDs,  and  is  al- 
y  among  the  first  in  the  vorldl  There  are 
i  amongst  as  who  have  talked  with  Daniel  Boon, 
orerlaod  Colambns  who  first  eiplored  the  re- 
»  of  that  immense  wilderness  in  which  we 

connt  many  States,  teeming  with  population 
wealth,  and  glad  with  all  the  gilts  of  civiliia- 
,  What  imagination  has  yet  outstripped  the 
ntic  pace  at  which  improvement  marches 
nest  us?  Sir,  I  can  well  eoDceive  the  tamalt 
lelight  which  most  hare  swelled  the  bosom  of 
'ke,  when,  from  the  blafi*  he  had  gained,  he  first 
d  the  roar  of  the  great  o<;ean,  and  saw  the 
es  of  the  Pacific  baihing  the  territory  he  had 
ored.  In  the  vision  of  that  moment,  he  saw 
agh  the  dim  vista  of  the  future  rising  States  of 
countrymen  spreading  along  that  shore,  and  the 
e  sails  of  their  commerce  wafting  along  the 
m  of  that  peaceful  sea  the  barbaric  wealth  of 
Bast,  in  return  lor  the  more  solid  fruits  of  our 

industry.  One  cannot  read  the  warm  and 
:ing  description  of  what  he  saw  and  felt,  with- 
sharing  in  his  enthusiasm.  Some  of  us  now 
I  have  shaken  hands  with  Boon,  with  Clarke, 
i  Cass,  who  had  often  conversed  with  a  rela- 
,  a  contemporary  of  the  first-born  of.  the  Pil- 
1  fathers.  "What  a  picture  does  this  present 
he  contemplation  of  the  statesman  and  philos- 
sr!  The  cnain  is  complete  from  the  Atlantic 
lePacific  ocean — from  the  first-bom  of  Massa- 
setts,  to  Clarke  on  the  borders  of  the  Western 
m. 

at  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks  the 
»ky  Mountains  impracticable  to  road  making, 
is  mistaken.  Even  in  a  state  of  nature,  they 
e  easy  passes,  well  known  for  the  last  thirteen 
rs  to  our  traders  and  travellers.  They  who 
I  venture  unprotected,  perform  the  iuumey 
iilv  in  wagons,  with  their  women  and  cnildren, 
r  beaten  loutes — ^by  one  principal  one  espe- 
\y^  establislied  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  along 
smooth,  even  surface  of  the  inclined  plahe  of 
river  Platte.  Along  this  many  families  have 
^,  threading  the  mountain  defiles<.  descending 
western  slope,  and  arriving  at  the  Walla-Walla, 
fort  Vancouver,  within  three  months  of  their 
artnre  from  the  Eastern  prairies.*  These  things 
e  escaped  the  Senator's  attention,  and  he  sees 
f  arid  sands  or  volcanic  rocks,  and  stem  im- 
sable  barriers.  Without  meaning  anything  in- 
ious,  I  would  invite  him  to  contrast  these  re- 
Qs,  as  to  their  soil,  climate,  and  natural  ad- 
itages,  with  some  of  the  old  thirteen  States  as 
f  now  are.  Oregon  has  its  belts  of  sand:  so 
;  South  Carolina.  Oregon  has  its  mountains: 
has  Carolina.  Oregon  has  its  rainy  season: 
ith  Carolina  has  its  hurricanes.  Oregon  has 
season  when  dews  alone  supplv  moisture  to  the 
I;  but  it  has  not  the  death-breathing  swamps  of 
ith  Carolina.  Oregon  has  a  genial  climate, 
ther  parched  nor  frozen:  South  Carolina  has  her 
'ce  summer  heats  an'l  her  fatal  fevers. 
)ut  I  will  not  pursue  the  parallel;  for  all  conn- 
rs  offer  something  which  patriotism  in  each  hails 
a  peculiar  blessing  denied  to  other  lands.  A 
rd,  however,  of  the  climate  of  Oregon.  From 
oal  observations,  skilfully  recorded,  its  winter 
iperature,  near  the  coast,  is  about  that  of  Augusta, 
orria.  It  has  its  stated  seasons  of  wet  and  of  dry 
ather.    Like  the  entire  western  coast,  from  60 

There  tre  four  panea  through  the  Roeky  Mouotaint.  The 
t  one  waa  diacovered,  twelve  or  fifteen  yean  ainre,  by  hunter* 
lere;  and  ia  dencrilKd  in  rcporta  to  the  War  Depart- 
ntby  Heaara.  Aahley,  Pilcher,  Sublette.  Jackaon,  Smith,  and 
Bn;  but  the  one  here  given  ia  from  Miaaiooary  Park«r'a 
k: 

On  the  lOth  of  Augval,  they  were  In  the  paasage  of  the 
cky  Moantaina,  at  an  opening  recently  explored,  in  latitude 
degreca  north,  about  3  or  4  degreea  aouih  of  the  place  whete 
iria  and  Clarke  CToaaed  and  rccroesed  with  great  difficulty, 
>ve  thirty  yeara  before,  under  the  direction  of  GoTerntnent. 
le  paaaage  through  tiieae  mountaina  ia  in  a  yalley,  ao  gradual 
iiccnt  and  deeeent,  thai  I  ahould  not  have  known  that  we 
re  pa«iDg  ihem,  had  it  not  been  that,  aa  we  advanced,  the 
Boaphere  aradually  became  colder,  and  at  length  we  found 
•  perpetual  anowa  upon  our  right  hand  and  upon  our  left,  ale* 
(ed  many  tbouaand  feet  above  ua— in  aome  placea  ten 
•Qsand.  The  higbeat  parte  of  theae  monntaina  are  found,  by 
•asarement,  to  Im  eighteen  thouaand  feet  above  the  lerei  of 
)  aea.  Thie  valley  waa  not  diacoTered  until  aome  yeara 
ice.  Mr.  Hunt  and  bia  party,  more  than  twenty  veara  ago, 
nt  near  it,  but  did  not  find  it,  though  in  aearch  or  aome  (a* 
nble  paaaage.  It  variee  In  width  from  five  to  twenty  milea; 
(^  following  ita  courae,  the  diatance  through  the  monntaina 
about  eighty  milea,  or  four  days'  Journey.  Though  there 
)  aome  eievallona  and  depreaaiona  in  thla  yal!ey,  yet.  com- 
batively apeaking,  it  (a  level.  There  would  be  na  difficuhy 
the  way  of  conatruetinff  a  railroad  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
cific  ocean;  and,  probably,  the  lime  may  not  be  far  diatant 
lea  ttipt  win  be  made  fecroaa  the  continent,  aa  (hey  htTt 
•B  made  to  Mlagan  lUla^  to  aae  uunia'a  woDdara. V' 


degrees  north  lo  Chili,  it  has  a  much  milder  cli- 
mate than  the  i>ame  parallel  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
our  continent.  There  is  no  part  of  the  territory  in 
which  lands  fit  for  cultivation  do  not  abound;*  for, 
in  the  tracts  where  rains  do  not  fall,  abundant  dews 
compensate  them;  and  e^reat  facilities  for  irriiration 
exist.  Abundant  and  oeautiful  rivulets  descend, 
on  all  sides,  from  the  snow-capped  mountains,  al- 
ways in  view;  and  one  gentleman — whose  peculiar 
opportunities  and  -fitness  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment the  Senate  knows — declares  .that  it  is  the  finest 
pastoral  country  he  has  ever  seen;  and  he  has  seen 
many.  AD  intelligent  observers  speak  with  de- 
light of  the  sj[ngu)ar  beauty  of  its  scenery,  unrival- 
ed by  any  in  the  United  States.  As  to  maritime 
conveniences,  where  has  South  Carolina  a  port 
comparable  to  that  of  Puget's  and  others  within  the 
straits  of  De  Fuen;  where,  well-sheltered,  and  in 
water  only  inconvenitnfly  deep,  close  to  the  nat- 
ural sea>wall,  a  thousand  men-of-war  Inay  liel 
Has  South  Carolina  a  river  like  the  Oregon?  If 
the  Columbia  has  impediments  as  its  mouth,  so  has 
every  harbor  on  our  Eastern  and  Southern  coast.  I 
desire  not  to  disparage  other  Slates,  but  only  to 
show  of  what  Oregon  is. capable  for  national  and 
individual  purposes,  were  its  resources  cnlled  out. 
When  its  great  river  sha^l  have  fleets  of  pilot-boats, 
lighters,  barges,  steam  tuw  boats,  light-huuses,  and 
all  the  commercial  appliances  ol  a  onsy  population, 
the  impediments  of  its  entrance  will  grow  no  more 
alarming  than  those  oft  New  York,  or  of  our  other 
Eastern  harbors.  The  loss  of  the  Peacock  at  its 
month,  for  want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  chan- 
nel, does  not  stamp  it  as  a  dangerous  entrance  or 
unsafe  roadstead. 

Though  these  statements^  have  taxed  both  the 
time  and  the  patience  of  the  Senate,  I  could  not 
avoid  them.  They  were  indispensable,  to  coun- 
teract the  discouraging  and  disparaging  opinions 
so  strongly  pronounced  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  To  these  allegations  of  mere  opinion 
and  aufhoritv,  it  was  nece^ary  to  oppose  the  well- 
substantiated  facts  furnished  by  mtelligent  eye- 
witnesses. 

Allow  me,  to  the  same  efifectj  to  cite  a  description 
of  the  country  lately  communicated  tome  by  Mr. 
Titian  Peale,  an  accomplished  naturalist,  who  is 
well  known  in  science  for  the  part  which  he  bore 
in  Long's  expedition,  as  well  as  in  the  late  explo- 
ring voyage  under  Lieutenant  Wilkes.  He  re- 
cently favored  me  with  the  following  letter: 

[Mr.  Peale  says  to  the  following  effect;  That  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company  has  several  extensive  farms, 
with  mills,  &c.,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Columbia. 
They  are  in  a  very  flourishing  condition;  supply 
usually  about  2,000  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  Russian 

*l  call  the  atteoiion  of  the  reader  to  the  following  extract  of  a 
atatement  of  Mr.  Townaend,  tbe  ornithologist  attached  to  the 
National  Inatitate,at  Washington: 

'The  face  of  tbe  couutry  from  Fort  George  (Astoria)  to  Van- 
courei^a  diatance  of  e  ghty  milea— la  very  much  of  a  uniform 
character,  conaisting  of  alluvial  meadows  along  (he  river  banka, 
alternating  with  foreata  of  pine,  oak,  &c.;  while  l>ehind  are  rx- 
tenaive  plaina,  aorae  of  which  receive  eatuarira  o(  tbe  rirer, 
while  oinera  are  watered  by  lakes  or  ponds,  many  of  them  ao 
laige  aa  to  remain  filled  during  the  whole  aunimer.  The  pine 
foreata  are  very  extensive,  the  irres  being  of  great  sixe,  and  the 
timber  extraordinarily  beautiful,  alraight,  and  free  from  knois. 
All  the  timber  of  the  genua  pinus.  of  which  there  are  a  great 
number  of  apeciea,  is  gigantic,  when  compared  with  onr  treea 
la  this  parlof  the  worUI;  butnccasiouallyone  h  met  with,  huge 
almost  beyond  comi^rison.  I  measured,  with  Doctor  Ganlirier, 
surgeon  of  the  fort,  a  pine  of  the  species  Douglasii,  which  had 
been  prostrated  by  the  wind.  lis  height  waa  above  two  hun- 
dred feet,  and  ita  circumference  forty  five  feet!  Large  aa  was 
this  specimen,  its  dimensions  are  much  exceeded  by  one  on  the 
Umptqua  river,  measured  by  the  late  Mr.  David  Douglaap. 
The  height  of  this  tree  waa,  I  think,  nearhr  Mr«a  hundrttdfett^ 
and  its  circumferenceyS//y  nxftet!  The  cones  of  this  pine, 
according  to  Mr.  Douglase,  were  from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches 
in  length,  reaembling  in  size  and  form  sugar- loaves.  Oak  tim* 
ber  or  varioiia  kinds,  aitd  of  the  first  quality,  ii  abundant  along 
the  liver,  aa  well  aa  the  button  wood,  (p/a/aitua  oecidentalit,) 
balsam  poplar,  (voptUus  baUamifera,)  aah^  sweat  cum,  (iiqui' 
damb&r  •tyraciJluA,)  beech,  and  many  other  uaeful  fclods,  but 
no  hickory  or  walnut. 

**The  Governor  of  Fort  VancotiTcr,  who  ia  an'active  acricul- 
tnrlat,  haa  exerted  himself  for  several  years  in  raising  whatever 
appears  to  be  atlaptcd  to  the  aoil,  and  I  can  therefore  only  make 
known  the  reaults  of  his  experiments  so  far  as  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  them.  Wheat^  rye,  barley,  pease,  and  culi- 
nary vegetablea  of  all  kiuds,  are  raiaed  in  ample  quantity.  The 
wheat  is  particularly  fine;  tall,  with  long  and  well  filled  heads. 
X  had  an  opportunity  aubsequently  of  seeing  the  Chilian  wheat, 
which  is  deservedly  ceJebiated;  but  I  consider  it  decidedly  infe* 
rior  to  that  grawn  on  tbe  Columbia.  Fruits  of  varinna  kinda, 
applea,  peaches,  plums,  Ac.,  do  remarkably  waU.  I  roDoember 
heing  partif'-ularly  siru<*k,  upon  my  arrival  at  Van'ouver  m  the 
autumn,  with  the  die  >lay  of  apples  in  the  Ifarden  of  the  fort. 
The  trees  were  erowded  with  fruit,  so  that  evenr  limb  required 
to  be  augtaine.!  by  a  prop.  The  applea  were  literally  packed 
along  •  L0  branchea,  and  ao  ctoaely  that  1  could  compare  them 
'^  i^othi-nff  more  aptly  than  to  ropea  of  oniona  aa  Oieyare  soma- 
tinitt  ^l^ibitfld  for  aalt  ia  oar  omkata.** 


colony,  much  lumber^and  produce  of  the  dairy  to 
tbe  Sandwich  Islands.  He  mentions  their  herds 
of  cattle  and  sheep,  kept  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  Of  the  latter,  2,001)  had  been  brought  by 
land  from  California,  just  before  the  arnval  of  the 
exploring  squadron. 

The  retainers  {myloyeti)  of  tbe  company  have 
numerous  larms  on  the  Wallamet,  south  of  the 
Columbia.  He  had .<^en  the  contracts  under  which 
these  lands  are  granted.  They  are  to  the  e£^ct 
which  we  have  before  recited. 

He  speaks  verv  favorably  of  the  Americans  whom 
he  found  settled  there.  They  cannot  embark  in 
commerce,  for  the  powerful  monopoly  of  the  com- 
pany would  always  crush  them.  They  say, 
however,  that,  personally,  it  treats  ihem  very  hon- 
orably. 

'The  soil,  climate,  and  productions  are  such  as 
will,  at  no  distant  'day,  give  the  country  the  same 
commercial  iaiportance  on  the  Pariflc,  as  we  hold 
on  the  Atlantic.  For  grain  or  lumber,  it  is  nearly 
equal,  it'  not  quite,  to  the  United  States.  These 
command  ready  markets  on  thie  Mexican  and  South 
American  coast,  and  in  ibe  many  islands.  The 
salmon-iishery  of  the  Columbia  can,  he  think.%  in  a 
few  years,  be*^  rendered  as  valuable  as  the  fisheries 
on  our  Eastern  coast.  In  this,  he  is  supported  by  a 
united  stream  of  testimony. 

The  country  (he  sayij)  only  wants  the  protection 
of  our  laws,  to  render  it  a  desirable  home  lor  our 
hardy  countrymen  of  the  interior.] 

Mr.  Linn  continued.  In  addition  to  the  agri- 
cultural wealth  which  would  be  rapidiv  created  in 
this  fine  region,  the  noble  timber  whicn  it  afibrds, 
its  fisheries,  and  iis  general  advantages  of  com- 
mercial position,  its  value  as  a  resort  for  our  ma- 
rine in  that  distant  sea,  where  we  have  such  great 
interests  afloat,  should  not  be  forgotten.  Of  these 
last,  under  the  late  events  in  China-Certain  as  they 
'  are  to  bring  about  the  most  important  commercial 
changes — it  behooves  us  to  be  careful,  in  common 
with  the  other  great  trading  nations.  That  France 
is  already  on  the  alert,  we  see  in  her  late  seizure  of 
the  Marquesas. 

As  (o  the  question  of  expense,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolma  may  have  already  seen  that  only 
Ivalf  the  sum  he  yesterday  supposed— $100,000,  not 
6200,000— is  proposed  to  be  employed.  Whether 
or  nut  the  country  is  worth  that  sum.  may,  in  ad- 
dition to  all  other  testimony,  be  judged  from  the  re- 
port of  your  recent  exploring  expediiion;  of  which 
(costly  'as  it  was)  one  of  the  most  definite  objects 
was  minutely  to  ascertain  the  condition,  value,  re- 
sources, and  capacities  oi  the  territory.  Mr.  Wilkes 
speaks  in  the  most  enthusiastic  terms  of  all  its 
elements  of  wealth  and  greatness. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  yesterday 
asked,  "What  do  we  want  with  this  territory!"  To 
me,  sir,  it  seems  answer  enough  to  say,  that  your 
just  rights  grossly  neglected,  commercial  interests 
of  great  magnitude,  and  the  wishes  of  your  people, 
demand  its  occupation,  'they  have  pressed  upon 
you  petitions  of  two  or  three  thousand  persons  at 
a  time,  anxious  to  migrate  thither  if  assured  that 
you  will  maintain  your  title.  Nothing  but  distrust 
of  your  tardiness  and  timitlity  withholds  them.  I 
myself,  while  urging  the  measure— always,  how- 
ever, with  that  moderation  of  which  I  have,  for  mv 
own  justification,  been  forced  to  speak — have  al- 
ways fell  that  nothing  but  reiterated  discussion 
would  ever  prepare  minds  here  for  action,  until  it  be* 
came,  perhaps,  almost  too  late.  At  that  last  sta^e  of 
procrastination  I  look  upon  ourselves  as  now  arrived. 
Our  foreign  relations— and  especially  such  as  can 
be  artfully  spun  out— are  little  likely  ever  to  be,  in 
the  lapse  of  many  years,  in  a  situation  that  will 
belter  allow  us  to  proceed.  Yet,  gentlemen  still 
answer  me,  as  of  old,  "Wait!  waif!"  They  still, 
after  twenty-two  years  of  postponement,  find  the 
moment  inauspicious,  the  movement  precipitate. 
As  ever,  there  is  "a  lion  inike  palkJ'  When  were 
ever  such  dilatory  proceedings  safe  against  a  pow- 
erful, an  active,  a  politic  adversary,  rapid  to  grasp, 
and  slow  only  to  relinquish^  If  we  are  ever  to  as- 
sert our  rights,  it  must  be  most  speedily,  before 
they  lapse  into  the  hands  of  others,  from  long  undis- 
puted possession.  For,  mark,  that  be  your  reserves 
of  treaties  what  they  may,  England  has  long  cn- 
■joyed,  and  is  every  day  completing  and  guarding, 
her  exclusive  possessions. 

I  have  no  personal  interest  in  this  measure 
— ^no  motive  but  such  as  I  have  in  common  with  all 
who  are  jealous  of  the  righis  and  careful  of  the  in- 
terests of  our  country.  Political  capital,  it  afibrds 
none;  and  if  it  did,  I  am  no  political  capitalist. 
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Whether  it  can  carry  any  advantage  or  disadvan- 
tage to  this  or  that  section,  I  have  not  considered, 
and  I  shall  not  consider.  Not  even  reputation  do  I 
expect  or  desire  from  my  efforts,  except  the  legiti- 
mate one  of  having  faithfully  discharged  my  duty 
to  snch  a  question,  whether  as  a  Senator  or  a  citi- 
zen. 

i^s  to  this  easy  and  most  culpable  policy  of  eter- 
nal'delays,  however,  have  you  not  already  by  it 
qaadrupled  your  difficaliies  and  your  eventual 
lossesi  Had  yon  at  once,  on  recovering  possession 
of  Astoria  in  1818,  built  n^ilitary  posts  and  provi- 
ded for  settlers,  you  never  would  have  heard  of 
the  British  pretensions  since  started.    The  same 

S>Iicv  of  indecision  gave  you  the  difficulties  of  your 
ortheastem  question  and  the  disadvantages  of  its 
late  adjustment.  Sir,  the  country  of  an  offensive 
policy  pike  England)  always  gains,  and  that  of  a 
defensive  one  (like  ourselves)  always  loses,  by  these 
delays. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  says  this 
is  the  first  instance  of  a  proposition,  iinder  this 
Oovernment,  to  found  a  colony  at  the  public  charge. 
No:  but  we  bought  them  ready  made  to  our  hands- 
ana  splendid  acquisitions  they  were;  and,  strange 
to  say,  as  poweruil  arguments,  and  as  strong  lan- 
guage, were  used  against  the  purchase  of  JLoui- 
slana,  as  are  now  used  against  the  occupation  of 
Or^on. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  no  such  idea  has  been 
put  forward  as  founding  a  colony  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. No  boon  is  asked,  but  a  very  limited  one 
of  lands,  to  be  redeemed  from  the  wilderness;  and 
such  a  gift  has,  with  all  the  nations  of  the  globe, 
been  a  common  feature  in  the  first  planting  of  re- 
mote settlements.  Except  this,  and  the  protection 
of  your  laws,  nothing  is  claimed.  To  such  a 
methodyou  owe  it  that  you  are  the  owners  of  this 
broad  Union.  Of  Oregon,  you  can  never  other- 
wise take  possession;  and  the. only  fault  is,  that  you 
have  been  so  tardy  to  put  it  in  practice.  Had  you. 
before  the  time  of  Commodore  Porter,  secured 
your  foothold  there,  by  fortifying  a  port  on  the 
Columbia,  you  mi^ht  have  saved  millions  in  prop- 
erty and  commercial  advantages,  now  forever  lost 
and  forfeited.  Twenty  millions  of  dollars,  invest- 
ed by  your  citizens  in  the  whale  fisheries  alone  of 
these  seas,  yet  admonish  you  that  yon  have  not  a 
moment  to  lose  in  securing  there  the  shelter  of  a 
commodious  harbor.  All  these  things — the  rela- 
tions you  are  establishing  with  the  Sandwich 
group— the  long  and  rich  coast-trade  of  the  Paci- 
fic— tha  honor  and  the  rights  of  the  country — call 
upon  you  to  pass  this  bill. 

For  such  objects,  you  ar«  startled  at  an  appro- 
priation of  $100,000.  Mean  time,  for  an  extorted 
provision  of  your  late  treaty,  (Britain  telling  you 
that  if  you  did  not  carry  out  your  laws  for  repress- 
ing the  slave-trade,  she  would  do  it  (or  vou,)  you 
gladly  pay  an  annual  SGOO.OOO,  with  hymns  of 
praise  to  the  great  negotiator  whose  transcendent 
abilities  brought  about  such  an  arrangement. 

So  much  for  the  enormous  cost  of  this  novel 
colonization;  and  now  as  to  its  novelty.  Sir,  have 
we  never  before  colonized^  Have  you  not,  at  an 
expense  of  millions,  removed  the  Indians  from 
your  settled  States,  and  colonized  them  beyond  your 
Dorderl  I  do  not  complain  of  that  measure:  nay, 
I  rejoice  at  it,  as  one  full  of  humanity;  but  I  have 
often  had  occasion  to  point  out  to  you  the  duties 
which  it  irtiposes  upon  yon  of  guarding  the  ex- 
posed parts  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  other 
portions  of  your  Western  frontier  from  the 
dangers  of  that  Indian  population;  to  keep 
which  in  check,  many  of  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  are  indispensable. 

Certainly  there  are  interests,  deemed  paramount 
in  some  parts  of  this  Union,  which  gentlemen  may 
conceive  as  likely  to  be  affected  by  this  bill.  I 
know  not  whether  the  growth  of  this  new  colony 
(if  you  choose  to  call  it  such)  is  to  give  a  future  pre- 
donderanceto  the  free  States,  or  not.  I  look  to  the 
territory  only  as  the  common  home  of  citizens 
from  every  part  of  the  Union.  Whcif  numerous 
enough  to  form  a  distinct  sovereignty,  it  will  be 
for  them  to  choose  whether  they  will  obey,  or  not, 
the  great  law  of  consanguinity  and  of^  similar 
freedom  which  so  strongly  impels  towards  each 
other  even  the  fragments  of  our  peculiar  race. 
By  that  sort  of  yearning,  we  see  Texas  seeking 
to  reunite  herself  to  us,  in  spite  of  distance  and 
dispersion.  So  much,  indeed,  do  the  facilities  for 
intercourse  and  concentration  outgo  the  causes  of 
separation  and  dispersion,  that  if  Texas  were 
It  free  Btata  instead  of  a  slavt  State,  1  do  not 


know  if  I  should,  oa  the  other  score,  repel  her 
wish  to  become  a  member  of  this  Union. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks  thar* 
only  compreSi»ion  within  narrow  limits  can  give  a 
high  state  of  civilization.  This  is  true,  or  false,  ac-'' 
cording  to  the  idea  which  is  to  be  affixed  to  the 
term  civilizalian.  Is  it  formed  by  the  lofUest  in- 
tellectual results  among  a  certain  class  1  or  is  it 
the  purest  moral  culture  of  all  classes'!  Christ- 
ianity, aided  only  by  ordinary  intelligence,  has 
done  more  to  humanize  and  to  elevate  mankind, 
than  all  the  mtellectual  glories  of  Paganism  could 
ever  for  a  moment  effect.  That  Christianity  doe- 
not  shut  iij!.elf  up  in  narrow  bounds,  or  nurture  i 
national  selfishness.  Broad,  diffusive,  and  full  oi' 
all  the  charities  of  man  to  man,  its  principle  i^ 
universal  brotherhood.  The  spirit  of  the  age  itself 
forbids  the  shutting  up  within  narrow  limits  the 
blessings  which  our  institutions  are  so  fit  to  diffuse 
—blessings  which  the  active  and  expansive  spirit 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  seems  fitted  and  destined 
to  spread  over  the  whole  earth.  I  care  not  foi 
that  high  civilization  whose  standard  is  wealth  or 
power;  or  that  other,  which  erects  upon  partial  laws 
the  superiority  of  the  few.  I  am  not  a  lover  ot 
the  civilization  which  takes  for  one  of  its  main 
instruments  great  corporate  associations — contriv- 
ances for  enabling  one  set  of  men  to  lord  it  over 
another.  None  of  these  is  the  high  civilization 
which  I  desire  for  this  country;  bUt  the  moral  cul- 
ture, the  general  intelligence,  the  careful  domestic 
education  and  discipline,  eihe  Christian  brother- 
hood of  a  whole  happy  and  virtuous  nation.  When 
we  give  scope  and  encouragement  to  this  virtuous 
social  activity,  we  best  perform  our  legislative 
part  as  to  the  work  of  civilization. 

To  talk  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  as  an  impassa- 
ble barrier,  is,  sir,  but  to  speak  as  folks  did  of  the 
Alleghany  fifty  years  ago.  Distance  is  almost  an- 
nihilated by  the  existing  state  of  things;  and,  va«tly 
as  our  limits  have  been  extended,  they  have,  in 
point  of  time  and  difficulty,  contracted  almost  as 
much,  since  the  formation  of  our  Government;  so 
that  the  attendance  here  of  delegates  frum  beyond 
the  Rocky  Mountains  really  involves  nothing  ab- 
surd, or  even  improbable. 

[Mr.  L.  here  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the 
contract  usually  passed  between  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company  and  its  employees,  or  servants.  He  refer- 
red to  it  as  conclusive  proof  of  permanent  settle- 
ment, if  noi  of  permanent  land  grams,  and  of  the- 
firm  reliance  which  the  company  has  in  the  pledges 
of  the  British  Government.!  - 

He  went  on  to  argue  that  the  proposition  of  the 
British  ministers  to  Mr.  Gallatin  in  1826-'27,  was  a 
palpable  admission  of  our  rights,  and  rendered  de- 
cisive by  the  attendant  circumstances.  They  then 
proposed  to  insert,  in  the  renewed  convention  then 
under  negotiation,  provisions  that  neither  pow- 
er should  assume  or  exercise  any  right  of  sov- 
ereignty or  dominion  over  any  part  of  the  country 
for  fifleen  year^;  and  that  no  settlement  then  exist- 
ing, or  which  might  thereafter  be  formed,  should 
ever  be  adduced  by  either  party  in  support  of  any 
claim  of  sovereignty  or  dominion.  This  proposi- 
tion was  referred,  by  our  negotiator,  to  the  Presi- 
dent, (Mr.  Adams,)  and  rejected,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  preclude  our  exercising  our  rights  of 
dominion  and  sovereignty.  The  proposition,  on 
their  part,  is  more  than  a  tacit  admission,  and  its 
rejection  by  us,  upon  such  grounds,  an  assertion  of 
our  right  to  exercise  the  sovereignty,  while  their 
silence  as  to  that  rea<:on  forms  a  fresh  assent  to  it. 

In  no  part  of  the  negotiations  is  there  a  word  to 
prove  that,  on  either  part,  a  doubt  was  entertained 
of  our  right  to  plant  military  posts.  Great  Britain, 
indeed,  clearly,  though  indirectly,  admits  it.  For 
Mr.  Gallaiin  says,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Clay,  dated 
at  London,  7ih  August,  1827,  that  "  there  was  no 
intention  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  colonize 
the  country,  or  to  impede  the  progress  of  our  settle- 
meiUs.  But  Great  Britain  owed  protection  to  her 
snbjects.in  that  quarter,  and  could  not  admit  that 
they  should,  so  long  as  the  permanent  boundary 
was  not  settled,  be  liable  to  a  foreign  iurisdiclion. 
Nor  would  her  interest,  or  a  due  regard  to  national 
character,  permit  her  to  acquiesce  in  an  exclusive 
militnry  occupation  of  the  country,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States." 

The  utmost  objection,  then,  which  can  be  inferred 
to  the  bill,  is  the  possibility  that  Great  Britain,  by  a 
future^adjustment,  may  prove  entitled  to  territory 
within  which  may  lie  lands  assigned  to  our  citi- 
zens under  ihe^e  prospective  grants.  But  it  has  been 
already  abundantly  proved  that  Great  Britain  doef 
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this  through  her  Hnason  Bay^^^^r^ 
in  their  contracts,  grant  \hfi  «oil-a  Lftr^iJ?^' 
to  which  they  themselves  are  not  comDetent  ^5 
which,  therefore,  supposes  the  delegaiioVtS'i? 
sent  of  their  Government-HiGover.Tnice^i* 
not  unaware  of  what  they  are  doing  ia  ihis  beD 
and  notoriously  promisingthem itssappon  in^W 

settlements  mav  arow  «n  ,u„ J*' 


ever  mleresis  or  scuicmcnis  may  j^row  up  ihett 
In  e^efything,  Bntam  interprets  the  cSnrLi;. 

and  what  she  would  permit  you  to  do. 


conreaiioft 


for hei^lf.  She  has  told  you'whai  shewouTdna 
and  what  she  would  permit  you  to  do  She  m? 
you  must  not  set  up  a  distinct  Slate  or  Terriiorii! 
Government  there;  but  that  you  may  do  as  she  K« 
done--exten(l  to  that  territory  the  laws  of  one  of 
your  other  Territories  or  Slates.  Well  ihatkaii 
that  this  bill  proposes.  Never  before  was  the  xmil 
interpreted  as  tying  up  our  hands  from  the  exr? 
ciseof  our  sovereignty;  that  constniciion  is  now 
thrust  upon  us  for  the  first  time,  by  the  fear  of 
making  an  issue  with  Great  Britain.  An  iJe 
with  Britain!  Methinka,  sir,  there  is  small  need 
of  furnishing  issues  to  a  power  w  capable  of  erect 
ing  pretensions  out  of  anything,  and  liule  polb 
in  starling  claims  for  her,  to  whose  claims  m 
always  succumb.  Seizing  upon  yonr  Nonhwcsi 
coast,  during  the  last  war,  she  hasi  ever  hince  kem 
you  out  of  it,  from  year  to  year,  until  she  is  now 
able,  by  the  control  which  she  hts  established  over 
the  Indians,  to  take  possession  of  your  rjTeisaod 
harbors,  and  virtually  exclude  you  from  the  tnde 
of  your  own  shores. 

Senators  have  enlarged  upon  the  pacific,  ud 
even  the  fraternal  feelings  which  Great  Briiaifi 
manifested  towards  us  in  the  late  treaty.  I  tm 
sorry  to  say  that  I  can  discover,  in  that  adjiGlmcDi 
nothing  to  indicate' any  desire  of  peace,  except  opoc 
condition  of  our  yielding  her  everything  ibat  vas 
in  contest.  You  gave  her  all  she  wanted;  and  dot 
you  are  in  rapti^res  of  amazement  at  her  moden- 
tion  and  humanity  in  not  going  to  war !  For  her 
>  violations  of  your  territory  and  vessels,  von  look 
an  apology  which  she  did  not  design  to  offer  as 
such.  Of  the  anomalous  McLeod  case,  she  com- 
plained loudly,  calling  lustily  upon  you  to  lain  ii 
out  of  the  hapds  of  the  State  authorities.  Yoacoa* 
plied  as  far  as  you  could,  and  apologized  for  allihai 
you  could  not;  taking  care,  meantime,  oat  to 
irritate  her  by  too  much  mention  of  yoar  ovi 
greater  wrong— that  of  the  Caroline  and  the  de&ili 
of  Durfee.  She  has  openly  told  you  to  carry  out 
your  own  laws  for  the  suppression  ofiheslare-ira(le,| 
or  she  would  do  it  for  you;  she  has  plainly  told  you 
that  if  you  did  not  entorce  your  laws  for  the  pres* 
crvation  of  neutrality  on  the  Canadian  borders 
she  would  do  it  for  you;  and  yon  have  meekly 
submitted,  promising  at  once  to  keep  qd,  on  the 
African  coast,  a  force  of  eighty  gans.  She  com- 
plains, and  you  make  amends;  she  claims,  aadyoa 
yield:  she  requires,  and  you  comply.  And  lolyoa 
are  delighted  and  amazed  at  her  wonder/ally  pi- 
cific  temper!  War,  sir!  Why,  what  excuse 
could  she  have  for  talking  of  it,  when,  to  slop  her 
mouth,  you  have  given  her  all  she  demanded;  asd 
when,  to  gratify  her,  you  incur  an  eipendiiore  of 
three  millions  in  five  years;  while  we  are  told ibai, 
for  this  importantbill,  the  treasury  cannot  bnrdcD 
itself  with  a  single  outlay  of  $100,000. 

I  should  deplore  a  war,  however  necesaiy: 
but,  deploring  it,  I  should  none  the  more  shrini 
from  it,  if  the  rights,  the  interests,  or  the  honor  d 
my  country  demanded  it.  When  any  of  ihes 
were  decisively  at  stake,  not  even  before  the  formi- 
dable power  o(  Great  Britain  would  I  hesitate  lo: 
a  moment. 

But,  Mr.  Pre««ident,  I  do  not  anticipate  any  such 
result  from  the  pa.'ssage  of  the  bill.  Its  probable  «• 
fects  will  be  to  bring  the  twoGovemmenlsioseetbe 
necessity  of  promptly  and  definitively seUlicgjiui 
long-discussed  and  iongagitated  subject,  befor? 
British  and  American  interests  in  the  Terriiorrd 
Oregon  become  so  commingled,  y«i  ?o  variaci: 
as  to  close  the  door  io  any  other  method  of  idjos- 
ment,  but  a  resort  to  arms. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Terriior? 
of  Oregon,  for  extending  certain  ponions  of  w 
laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same,  and  Iff 
other  purposes. 

Be  U  enacUd  h  the  Senate  and  House  of  BtT^' 
sentatives  of  the  UniUd  Stales  of  America  nt^ 
gress  assembUd,  That  the  President  of  iheUniK 
States  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  locansei: 
be  erectedi,  at  suitable  places  and  di8taoces,a  \im 
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itockade  and  blockhouse  forts,  not  exceeding  five 
a  number,  from  some  point  on  the  Missoari  and 
\.rkaosas  rivers,  into  the  best  pass  for  entering  the 
ralley  of  the  Oregon;  and,  also,  at  or  near  the 
nouth  of  the  Colambia  river. 

That  provision  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  law  to 
ecure  and  grant  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or 
)ue  section  of  land,  to  every  white  male  inhabitant 
)f  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
rears  an«l  upward,  who  shall  cultivate  and  use  the 
;ame  for  five  consecutive  years;  or  to  his  heir  or 
leirs-at-law,  if  such  there  be,  in  case  of  his  decease, 
ind  to  every  such  inhabitant  or  cultivator  (being  a 
narried  man}  there  shall  be  granted,  in  addition, 
)ne  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  the  wife  of  said  hns- 
mnd,  and  the  like  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  six- 
y-acres  to  the  father  for  each  child  under  the  ace 
)f  eighteen  years  he  may  have,  or  which  may  be 
)om  within  the  hve  years  aforesaid. 

That  no  saie,  alienation,  or  contract  of  any  kind, 
(hall  be  valid,  of  such  lands,  before  the  patent  is 
issued  therefor;  nor  shall  the  same  be  liable  to  be 
aken  in  execution,  or  bound  by  any  judgment, 
mortgage,  or  Hen,  of  any  kind,  before  the  patent  is 
to  issue4;  and  all  pretended  alienations  or  contracts 
for  alienatjng  sncn  lands,  made  before  the  issuing 
}f  the  patents,  shall  be  null  and  void  against  the 
settler  nimself,  his  wife,  or  widow,  or  against  his 
beiis-at-law,  or  against  purchasers,  afler  the  issu- 
ingof  the  patent. 

That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  appoint  two  additional  Indian  agents, 
with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  each,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  (under  his  direction  and  control)  to 
superintend  the  interests  of  the  United  States  with 
any  or  everr  Indian  trjbe  west  of  any  agency  now 
established  by  law. 

That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
rovisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  civil 
and  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  and 
district  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  extended  over  that  part  of  the  In- 
dian territories  lymg  west  of  the  present  limits  of 
the  said  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  south  of  the  forty- 
ninth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  west  of  the  RocKy 
Mountams,  and  north  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  any  State,  and,  also, 
over  the  Indian  territories  comprising  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  ihe  country  between  them  and  the 
Pacific  ocean,  south  of  fitly- four  degrees  and  forty 
minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  north  of  the  forty- 
second  degree  of  north  latitude;  and  justices  of  the 
peace  may  be  appointed  for  the  said  territory,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  powers,  as 
now  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  Territory 
of  Iowa:  Provided  J  That  any  subject  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Qreat  Britain,  who  shall  have  been  arrest- 
ed under  the'provisibns  of  this  act  for  any  crime  al- 
leged to  have  been  committed  within  the  territory 
westward  of  the  Stony  or  Rocky  Mountains,  while 
the  same  remains  free  and  open  to  the  vessels,  citi- 
zens, and  subjects  of  the  United  States  and  of  6rreat 
Britain,  pursuant  to  stipulations  between  the  two 
powers,  snail  be  delivered  up,  on  proof  of  his  being 
such  British  subject,  to  the  nearest  or  must  conve- 
nifnt  authorities  having  cognizance  of  such  ofience 
by  the  laws  ol  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  prosecuted  and  tried  according  to  sucn  laws. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  one  asso- 
ciate judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory 
of  Iowa,  in  addition  to  the  number  now  authorized 
by  law,  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  President,  be 
appointed,  to  hold  his  office  by  the  same  tenure 
and  for  the  same  time,  receive  the  same  compen- 
sation, and  possess  all  the  powers  and  authority  con- 
ferred by  law  upon  the  associate  judges  of  the  said 
Territory;  and  one  judicial  district  shall  be  organ- 
ized by  the  said  supreme  court,  in  addition  to  the 
existing  number,  in  reference  to  the  jurisdiction 
conferred  by  this  act;  and  a  district  court  shall  be 
held  in  the  said  district  by  the  judge  of  the  supreme 
court,  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  said  court 
shall  direct;  and  thesaiddistrict  court  shall  pos- 
sess all  the  powers  and  authority  vested  in  the 
present  district  courts  of  the  said  Territory,  and 
may,  in  like  manner  appoint  its  own  clerk. 

Sfic.  4.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  any  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  appointed  in  and  for  the  territories 
described  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall 
have  power  ta  cause  all  offenders  against  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  to  be  arrested  by  such  persons 


as  they  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  and  to  com- 
mit such  offenders  to  safe  custody  for  trial,  iq  the 
same  cases  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  in 
relation  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa;  and  to  cause  the 
offenders  so  commiUed  to  be  conveyed  to  the  place 
appointed  for  the  holding  of  a  district  court  for  the 
said  Territory  of  Iowa,  nearest  and  i^ost  conve- 
nient to  the  place  of  such  commitment,  there  to  be 
detained  for  trial,  by  such  persons  as  shall  be  au- 
thorized for  that  purpose  by  any  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
said  Territory;  or  where  such  offenders  are  Brit- 
ish subjects,  to  cause  them  to  be  delivered  to  the 
nearest  or  most  convenient  British  authorities,  as 
hereinbefore  provided;  and  the  expenses  of  such 
commitment,  removal,  and  detention  shall  be  paid 
in  the  same  manner  as  provided  by  law  in  respect 
to  the  fees  of  the  marshal  of  the  said  Territory. 

REMARKS  OF  Mr,  WELLER, 

OP  OHIO. 

/» th»  House  of  Representatives,  FYbruary  17, 1843 — 

On^the  army  bill. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  appropriating 
$150,000  to  the  continuation  of  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Missou- 
ri, and  Arkansas  rivers,  being  under  considera- 
tion- 
Mr.  WELLER  said  he  desired  to  submit  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  pending  amendment.  He  would 
not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  when  so  many 
important  bills  remain  to  be  disposed  of,  obtrude 
any  remarks  upon  the  House,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
fact  that  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part, 
to  represent,  was  deeply  interested  in  this  measure. 
As  a  Representative,  sent  here  to  watch  over  her 
interests,  he  could  not  consent  to  have  a  vote  taken 
on  this  proposition,  without  presenting  some  facts 
which  he  deemed  of  importance. 

The  amendment  appropriates  $150,000  to  con- 
tinue the  improvements  heretofore  commenced 
(and  for  some  time  past  suspended)  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Western  rivers.  It  is  presented  here 
as  an  isolated,  independent  proposition,  having  no 
connexion  whatever  with  any  other  public  work, 
and  relying  for  support  exclusively  upon  its  own 
merits.  For  one,  he  preferred  that  it  should  come 
before  us  in  this  form;  for  he  utterly  abhorred  the 
*'log  rolling  system,"  which  had  too  frequently 
been  introduced  into  our  legislation  here — a  sys- 
tem calculated  to  corrupt  legislation  and  plunder 
the  treasury,  by  involving  the  Government  in  ap- 
propriations not  demanded  by  the  public  weal.  He 
would  have  each  measure  to  stand  or  fall  upon  its 
own  merits;  and,  unless  he  could  satisfv  gentlemen 
that  the  public  interest  required  that  this  expendi- 
ture should  be  made,  he  would  be  content  to  see  it 
defeated. 

Mr.  W.  said,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  import- 
ance of  the  uninterrupted  navigation  of  these  riv- 
ers, it  was  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  immense 
region  of  territory  interested  therein,  the  vast 
amount  of  commerce  floating  upon  these  waters, 
and  the  large  number  of  pen:ons  whose  lives  were 
placed  in  jeopardy  by  the  obstructions  which  this 
appropriation  is  designed  to  remove.  The  work 
was  one  of  importance  to  the  Union  generally,  but 
especially  so  to  that  portion  of  our  population  re- 
siaing  in  the  vicinity  of  these  rivers.  Eleven 
States— containing  more  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  Union— were  directly  in- 
terested in  the  navigation  of  these  rivers.  A  vast 
amount  of  the  produce  which  we  send  to  our  At- 
lantic brethren,  and  which  is  either  consumad  by 
them,  or  shipped  to  foreign  ports,  as  well  as  the 
goods  which  we  receive  in  return,  passes  over  these 
rivers;  and  hence  the  work  is  one  of  a  general 
character,  in  which  the  whole  Union  is  more  or  less 
interested.  If,  as  is  contended  by  some  gentlemen 
who  are  "wise  above  what  is  written,"  Congress 
has  not  the  constitutional  power  to  open  these  great 
national  channels  of  commerce,  by  removing  the 
obstructions  which  impede  or  endanger  their  nav- 
igation, then  the  Federal  Government  is  an  imprac- 
ticable machine.  Although  a  strict  constructionist 
himself,  he  was  not  willingto  give  such  an  inter- 
pretation to  the  Constitution  as  would  make  that  in- 
strument a  dead  letter.  Whilst  he  admitted  that  the 
Federal  Government  had  not  the  power  to  go  into 
the  Slates  and  construct  improvements  of  a  local 
character,  yet  he  coniend«d  that,  when  the  work 
was  of  a  general  and  national  character,  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  whole  Republie— «ucb  as  the  im- 


provement of  these  rivers,  or  the  making  of  bar* 
bors  for  our  commerce,  or  building  of  light-houses— 
we  had  the  power.  Such  had  been  the  construc- 
tion given  to  the  Constitution  by  its  framers,  and 
by  the  wisest  statesmen  Irom  all  sections  of  the 
Union,  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  would  not  be  right,  even  if  it  were  practi- 
cable, to  compel  the  States  lying  near  these  rivers  to 
make  these  improvements. 

Some  gentlemen  from  New  York,  who  have 
spoken  against  this  amendment,  seem  to  think  that 
all  the  commerce  of  this  coimtry  floats  upon  the 
Hudson  river!  No  doubt  they  were  sincere  in 
this  opinion;  but,  -if  they  could  find  leisure  to  trav- 
el a  little— especially  if  they  would  venture  so  fhr 
as  to  cross  the  AUeghanies,  and  look  into  the 
vast  and  fertile  valley  which  stretches  along  these 
rivers, — they  mi^ht,  perhaps,  be^  convinced  that 
there  was  some  little  commerce  besides  that  which 
floats  on  the  Hudson !  A  man  sometimes  gains  a 
good  deal  of  information  by  getting  far  enough 
from  heme  to  lose  sight  of  the  smoke  of  his  o^n 
dwelling.  He  might  point  these  gentlemen  to  his 
own  proud  State — one  of  the  junior  members  of 
this  Confederacy — a  State  which,  a  little  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  lay  nearly  in  a  state  of  nature,  an 
•unbroken  wilderness,  inhabited  by  wild  beasts  and 
savage  men;  hut  which,  under  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  her  hardy  and  independent  sons,  had 
been  made  to  "bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose"— -a 
State  which  now  numbered  more  than  a  million 
and  a  half  of  inhabitants,  and  whose  boundless 
natural  resources  justified  the  fondest  anticipations 
of  her  future  greamess.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  W,,)  let 
these  Hudson-river  gentlemen  go  into  Ohio— al- 
ready the  third  State  in  the  Union— and  they  will 
learn,  possibly,  to  their  astonishment,  that  there  are 
civilized  people  beyond  the  mountains,  who  are 
entitled  to  some  of  the  benefits  of  your  legislation. 
They  would  find  a  soil  as  productive  as  any  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  a  people  as  enlightened 
and  patriotic  as  the  citizens  of^  any  of  the  States  of 
this  Union.  It  might  enlarge  the  patriotism  of 
some  of  these  Southern  gentlemen,  too,  who  ate 
constantly  prating  about  Southern  rights,  if  thev  per- 
mitted their  vision  toextend  a  little  beyond  the  limits 
of  their  own  impoverished,  worm-eaten  districts. 
But  he  had  not  risen  to  disparage  other  States,  or 
bestow  a  eulogy  on  his  own.  Ohio  needed  nocoin- 
mendation  from  him.  The  Indian  wars  of  the 
West,  the  victorious  battles  in  which  the  country 
has  been  engaged,  can  attest  the  gallantry,  the  da- 
ring chivalry,  and  exalted  patriotism  of  her  sons. 
Her  internal  improvements,  her  roads  and  canals, 
her  magnificent  public  institutions,  her  inexhausti- 
ble resources,  the  rapid  progress  she  has  made  in 
everything  calculated  to  dignify  human  nature, 
must  attest  her  greatness. 

These  gentlemen,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  when  asked 
to  make  a  small  appropriation  to  ht  expended  in 
the  West,  reply  that  they  cannot  go  with  us  unless 
we  will  vote  large  sums  to  the  improvement  of 
their  rivers— something  must  be  done  for  the  Hud- 
son river.  If  the  facts  presented  in  relation  to  that 
river  make  out  a  case  half  as  strong  as  ours,  then 
he  pledged  himself  to  go  for  it.  But  some  of  these 
gentlemen,  who  oppose  this  amendment,  could  very 
coolly  vote  $120,000  out  Of  the  treasury  to  purchase 
columns  to  adorn  the  Boston  custom-house.  They 
could  expend  two  millions  and  a  half  of  doUars^in 
building  two  custom-houses  in  the  North;  but  wheu 
we  ask  them  for  $150,000  to  remove  the  obstructions 
which  are  daily  destroying  the  property  and  lives 
of  our  people  in  the  West,  we  are  favored  with 
homilies  on  economy !  He,  too,  was  in  favor  of 
economy;  and  more  especially  now,  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  national  treasury.  He  would  not 
vote  for  any  appropriation  to  works  of  this  char- 
acter, unless  clearly  satisfied  that  the  public  inter- 
est imperiously  demanded  it.  He  held  that  this 
was  an  expenditure  absolutely  necessary,  and  to  re- 
fuse it  would  be  anything  else  but  economy. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  bad  always  voted  liberally  to- 
wards the  increase  and  support  of  the  navy,  al- 
though no  portion  of  the  vast  sums  appropriated 
were  to  be  expended  in  his  section  of  the  countrv. 
He  had  gone  as  far  as  the  public  interest  would 
justify  with  Atlantic  gentlemen,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  harbors  and  light-houses  to  protect  their 
commerce;  and,  as  he  before  remarked,  he  was 
ready  to  go  for  an  appropriation  to  the  Hudson 
river,  if  the  facts  were  sufficient  to  warrant  it. 
This  river  (about  which  we  hear  so  much)  was, 
he  believed,  navigable  only^about  160  or  170  miles; 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  have  some  gentleman  fron^ 
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N«w  York  give  him  an  esUmate  of  the  commerce 
'which  floated  on  its  waters. 

Mr.  Babnabd  said  he  was  ready  to  inform  the 
gentlemen;  bat  he  should  be  glad  first  to  know 
what  were  the  gentleman's  own  notions  as  to  the 
probable  amonnt  about  which  he  inquired.  From 
the  lone  of  the  gentleman's  remarks,  he  should  sup- 
pose he  thought  there  was  no  commerce  on  the 
Hudson  at  all. 

Mr.  WftLLER  replied  that  he  had  said  nothing  to 
authorize  such  a. supposition.  All  he  had  said  was, 
that  there  was  some  commerce  in  this  country  oth- 
er than  that  which  passed  over  the  Hudson — a  fact 
which,  from  the  tenor  of  their  remarks,  they  seem- 
ed to  doubt.  He  had  travelled  upon  the  Hudson, 
and  knew  that  the  business  on  that  river  was  exten- 
sive; but  at  the  same  time  he  was  unwilling  that  it 
should  be  set  down  as  equal  to  the  commerce  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Barnard  .stated  that  the  value  of  the  com- 
inerce yearly  floating  on  the  Hudson  was  about 
860,000,000. 

Mr.  Weller.  And  did  the  gentleman  actually 
suppose  that  the  entire  commerce  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  only  amounted  to  860,000,0001 
Why,  sir^  at  least  that  amount  descends  the  Missis- 
sippi and  enters  the  single  port  of  New  Orleans  ev- 
ery year.  Take  the  amount  which  enters  that  port: 
to  this  add  the  value  of  the  cargoes  ascending,  and 
the  coast  trade,  and  you  will  have  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  as  the  value  of  the 
commerce  floating  on  the  Mississippi  every  year. 
If  you  estimate  the  trade  between  the  towns  on  the 
other  rivers,  aod  the  value  of  the  ^oods  shipped  at 
Pittsburg  and  Wheeling,  for  the  West  and  South- 
west, you  will  have,  as  the  gross  amount  of  the 
commerce  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  at 
least  two  hundred  and  thirty  millions. 

Mr.  Barnard  asked  what  proportion  of  this  was 
on  the  Ohiol 

Mr.  Weller  said  he  was  not  now  prepared  to 
answer  that  question,  but  could  give  him  the  infor- 
mation after  he  closed  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Triplett  said  that  it  was  about  seventy-one 
millions. 

Mr.  Weller  resumed.  The  Ohio  is  navigable 
from  Pittsburg  to  the  mouth— a  distance  of  1,000 
miles;  the  Mississippi,  from  the  falls  of  St.  An- 
thony to  the  ocean — a  distance  of  2,000  miles.  The 
whole  number  of  steamboats  which  plied  upon  the 
Western  rivers  in  1842  is  set  down  at  450— worth 
)^7,200,000.  These  boats,  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulties  in  the  navigation,  and  other  causes, 
must  be  replaced  every  five  years,  as  few  of  them 
will  endure  service  for  a  longer  period.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  4,000  flat-boats,  worth  $420,000,  descend 
the  Mississippi  every  year,  and  as  they  do  not,  of 
course,  return,  this  is  an  annual  expenditure.  An 
intelligent  committee  at  Cmcinnati — from  whose 
report  I  have  (said  Mr.  W.)  gathered  many  of  my 
facts— estimate  the  number  of  persons  employed  in 
the  navigation  of  these  rivers  at  40,000.  Here, 
then,  you  have  this  vast  amount  of  property,  ana 
the  lives  of  these  40,000  men,  besides  the  thousands 
of  passengers,  with  their  property,  who  arc  daily 
ascending  and  descending  these  rivers,  placed  in 
such  imminent  peril  by  your  refusal  to  remove 
these  obstructions.  Some  small  appropriation  had 
been  made  in  former  years,  and  the  most  beneficial 
results  had  been  produced.  Between  the  years 
1822  and  1827,  (5  years,)  the  value  of  the  boats,  in- 
cluding cargoes,  lost  by  snags  alone,  which  could 
have  been  easily  removed,  is  estimated  at  61,362,500. 

From  1827  to  1832,  (five  years,)  owing  to  theap- 
propriations  made  by  Congress  to  remove  these  ob- 
stacles, we  find  that  the  losses  are  reduced  to 
9381,000;  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  number  of 
boats  had,  in  the  meanwhile,  largely  increased. 
Had  those  eflbrts  been  followed  up  vigorously,  the 
navigation  of  these  rivers  would  now  be  compara- 
tively safe;  but  they  have  been  neglected,  and  a 
frightful  loss  of  life  and  property  had  been  the  con- 
sequence. During  the  seventeen  months  preceding 
last  December,  seventy  fi00  steamboats,  worth,  apart 
from  their  cargoes, $1,200,000,  had  been  destroyed: 
at  least  sixty-five  of  this  number  had  been  lost  upon 
the  snags  and  bars  which  a  small  expenditure 
could  have  removed.  A  statement  was  laid  on  our 
tables  this  morning,  showing  the  value  of  the  pron- 
erty  lo.^ton  each  one  of  these  rivers,  in  1840,  1841, 
and  1842,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  groirs 
amount  of  property  lost  in  those  three  years  was 
#9,532,078.  He  regretted  that  it  was  not  in  his 
|K>werto  show  the  vast  number  of  lives  lost  witlb- 
m  that  period. 


Besides  the  obstructions  already  alluded  to,  there 
are  sonrie  of  .a  legislative -character  deeply  affecting 
our  interests.  We  are  compelled  to  pay  enormous 
tolls  to  the  Louisville  Canal  Company,  in  \vhich 
the  General  Government  has  invested  $290,200. 
That  company  has  for  some  years  past  been  dividing 
18  per  cent,  (the  maximum  allowed  by  law)  amongst 
itb  stockholders,  and  the  General  Government  has 
already  received  a  considerable  sum  over  and 
above  the  amount  paid  for  its  stock.  A  steam- 
boat worth  S25,000,  o(  300  tons  burden,  roust  pay 
$180  every  time  it  passes  up  or  down  the  Ohio; 
and  this  is,  of  cour>e,  a  tax  upon  our  commerce, 
in  part  for  the  benefit  of  the  Federal  Government. 
The  Government  should,  in  his  opinion,  purchase 
the  whole  amount  of  the  stock,  and  make  the  nav- 
igation of  the  river  entirely  fiec;or  else  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  reduce  the  lolls  to  a  reasonable 
amount.  We  are  also  compelled,  in  consequence 
of  the  dangers  in  the  navigation  6f  these  rivers,  to 
pay  a  further  tax  of  from  12  to  16  per  cent,  to  ef- 
fect an  insurance  upon  our  boats. 

With  these  facts  before  ihc  House,  he  called 
upon  gentlemen  to  say  whether  the  public  interest 
did  not  demand  that  tins  anpropriation  should  passl 
Will  gentlemen,  whose  uuty  it  is  to  look  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  country,  and  so  legislate  as  to 
advance  it,  refuse  to  give  us  $150,000  to  a  work, 
the  magnitude  of  which  has  been  so  fully  estab- 
lished! Will  they  suffier  our  property  to  be  lost, 
our  commerce  ruined,  and  the  lives  of  our  people 
destroyed,  for  the  want  of  a  few  dollars  from  the 
national  treasury  to  remove  the  snags  and  bars  in 
these  waters'!  He  appealed  to  the  generosity— to 
the  magnanimity — to  the  justice  of  gentlemen,  in 
behalf  of  this  appropriation.  If  they  tarn  a  deaf 
ear  upon  all  our  entreaties  now.  let  me  teil  them 
(said  Mr.  W.)  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
West  will  have  its  proper  weight  and  influence  in 
the  national  councils.  In  the  next  Congress,  its 
relative  strength  will  be  much  increased;  and  we, 
who  have  always  been  amongst  the  first  to  arm  in 
defence  of  the  country — we,  who  have  patiently 
borne  more  than  our  share  of  the  taxes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, will  do  to  ourselves  that  justice  which 
you  have  denied  us.  He  had  no  idea  he  would  be 
in  the  next  Congress  himself;  but  he  trusted  he 
would  be  succeeded  by  some  one  as  devo'cdly  at- 
tached to  Ohio  as  he  was,  and  who  would  be  able 
to  do  more  ihnn  he  had  done  to  advance  her  in- 
terests. The  great  West,  in  her  rapid  career,  must 
ere  long  control  the  destinies  of  the  republic,  and 
her  interests  could  not  much  longer  be  overlooked. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  G.  DAVIS, 

OF  KENTUCKY. 

hhihe  House  of  Representatives^  January  19,  1843 — 
Against  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  to  repeal  the  bankrupt  act  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Speaker:  1  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the  bank- 
rupt law,  and  I  shall  vote  against  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  act  of  repeal  tha  t  has  passed  this  Hou.«;e. 
In  this  course,  my  justification  is,  that  I  represent 
the  deliberate  will  of  my  constituents.  I  conceive* 
that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Representative  to  hear- 
ken to  mere  popular  ebullition— and,  indeed,  where 
he  has  important  information,  not  possessed  by 
those  whom  he  represents,  he  may  otten  be  under 
the  highest  obligations  to  act  contrary  to  their  opin- 
ions; but  upon  measures  which  they  have  had  lime 
and  opportunity  to  examine,  and  have  come  to  a  con- 
siderate judgment  upon,'  it  would  be  infidelity  on 
his  part  not  to  submit  himself  to  their  will.  The 
bankrupt  law  has  been  scanned  by  my  constituents, 
with  all  the  lights  afforded  by  repeated  and  elabo- 
rate discussions  in  Congress  and  m  the  newspapers; 
they,  by  a  large  majority,  condemn  it  unequivo- 
cally; and  my  relation  of  Representative  to  them 
requires  my  conformity. 

This  debate,  though,  has  wandered  from  the  par- 
ticular subject  nnder  consideration,  and  has  as- 
sumed a  general  political  character,  which  I 
neither  condemn  nor  regret,  as  I  believe  it  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  country.  There  is  always  time 
enough  for  proper  legiislaiion;  indeed,  one  of  the 
besetting  vices  of  our  system  is  too  much  legisla- 
tion. In  my  opinion,  if  one-half  of  every  session 
was  employed  in  revising  ill  digested  legislation, 
exposing  and  correcting  the  perversion  and  non- 
execution  of  the  law^,  scrutinizing  administrative 
abuses  and  delinquency,  and  holdmg  in  check  the 
inherent  and  ever  active  tendency  oi  the  Elxeculivo 
to  absorb  all  tha  powers  of  tha  Government,  it 
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i^j^.ui.  «...  r-uvi.  »w,  «,  .ucj  ever  Will,  exist  in  Mr 
country,  whilst  it  preserves  the  form  and  ibe  sniii 
of  freedom.    But  I  uuerly  reject  the  deaniiiTrf 
party,  as  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Mai^icba. 
setLs,  [.VTr.  CoaHiNO,]   from  this  view.    He  leij, 
us  that  party  is  "an  association  of  men  s^ekine  to 
get  into  power."    This  is  piihy  aad  compreKen. 
sive,  and  accurately  defines  the  clique  to  which  he 
now  belongs.   It  is  faction,  profligate  faciioo.  ?«- 
ties  are  formed  upon  a  difiereoce  of  opinion  in  re- 
laiion  to  legislative  or  administrative  meisores* 
they  now  divide,  and  they  have  always  diviid 
the  American  people;  and  where  they  are  charat> 
terized  by  moderation,  love  of  conntry  and  oUraih 
they  constitute  the  good  genius  of  popular  ijbeitT' 
I  admit  that  they  are  too  often  degraded,  by  coi^ 
mingling  the  objects  and  spirit  of  faction  jij  iheir 
operations;  and  yet  it  is  a  source  of  abiding  gratifi. 
cation  to  me,  that  if  the  Whig  party  now iTeldthe 
power  of  this  Government,  it  would  be  coniinuaDy 
subject  to  I  he  scrutiny  and  assaoluof  a  strong  aod 
talented  opposition.  Irresponsible  power isthegreit- 
est  of  corrupting  influences  upon  men;  and! hope 
never  to  see  its  existence  in  oursysiem.    Ani- 
mated  by  this  spirit,  I  propose  to  enter  inio  ibis 
discussion,  and  to  make  some  strictures  upon  the 
existing  Admmistration,  and  upon  those  who  sop- 
port  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ocv. 
ing]  commenced  his  speech  tbis  aonungbyis- 
suming  a  most  .extraordinary  and  nawarrantabie 
position.  He  deliberately  said  to  this  House,  thit, 
at  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  an  oolj  alienn- 
live  was  presented  to  gentlemen<-"either  the  sop- 
port  of  the  constitutional  Administration  of  the 
Government,  under  the  lead  of  the  Presadect, 
or  of  a  factions  anarchy,  nnder  the  lead  of  n 
ex-Senator  from  Kentucky,"  [Mr.  Clayj  1 
would  ask  the  gentleman  if  the  principles  of  ihit 
Senator  had  not  been  distinctly  and  repeatedly  an- 
folded  in  measures  which  he,  with  cnaraeteristic 
frankness,  had  urged  both  upon  CoDgress  and  apoa 
the  country,  almostiimes  without  number,  daring 
the  last  twenty  yearsi  and  whether  the  geDtlemm 
himself  had  not  given  a  long,  ofi-reDewed,andim- 
oualified  adhesion  to  tha^e  measores]  Did  that 
aistingnished  individual  put  forth  any  new  prhi' 
ciples,  or  originate  any  new  measoresi  He  oolr 
proposed  and  advocated  those  measures  which 
formed  the  distinctive  policy  of  the  Whigpany, 
and  which  involved  the  great  principles  that  con- 
stitute the  peculiar  canons  of  its  political  faith. 
But  the  gentlenaan  tells  us  measures  are  not  priti' 
ciples.  If  his  meaning  be,  that  the  seven  fmc^ 
are  his,  and  that  measures  are  not  Aii  priacipks,  I 
agree  with  him;  hut  it  is  not  so  wiih  ine  Wk^i. 
All  the  measures  which  we  support  inroire  im- 
portant principle;*,  and  we  measnre  the  raloe  ol 
public  men  by  the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which 
they  maintain  them. 

But  let  us  look  something  further  into  this 
charge  of  factious  anarch  v.  which  thegenilemaa 
charges  Mr.  Clay  and  the  Whigs  to  haveproduced 
in  the  Government  at  the  extra  sessioiL  He  has 
reiterated  this  allegation  frequently,  and  in  ra- 
rious  forms.  In  a  former  speech  on  this  subject,  be 
says:  "We  have  seen  the  Whig  party  hurlii5elf,ia 
the  madness  of  desperation,  ajfainsl  the  fixed  and 
immovable  Government  and  Constitution;  and  that 
party  had  been  dashed  to  pieces  at  its  feet."  Again: 
'*If  you  will  not  co-operate  with  the  President  ii 
carrying  on  the  Government,  which  isyourWgh^ 
est  duty,  he  must  seek  the  aid  of  vour  adversari^. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kkknidt]  fol- 
lows in  a  speech,  and  takes  to  himself  and  his  as- 
sociates (the  Democrats)  tgreti  credit  for  support- 
ing the  administration  ofJohn  Tyler,  whom  he 
pronounces  to  be  an  honest  old  soul.  This  patnoiic 
pretension  has  often  been  made  by  that  pertrwd 
Its  prints;  but  how  arrogantly  and  falsely,  will  he 
seen,  .  . . 

During  the  last  Congress,  the  Democrats  had  ibe 
majority  in  both  Houses;  and  yet  they  not  only  re 
fused  to  make  appropriations  to  nay  debts  to  alarge 
amount,  which  they  ihemjielves  had  contracted  m 
left  unpaid,  but  they  wilfully  neglected  to  appro- 
priate  money  necessary  for  the  current  public  ser- 
vice, and  even  to  provide  the  ways  aud  means  to 
TRise  the  sums  which  they  did  vote.  The  pru- 
dential election  was  impending,  and  their  ^nim 
was  to  produce  a  seeming,  but  illusive,  r«"**2l 
ment.  TM  consequence  would  haw  been,  m 
for  thf  cxtr»  sendon,  and  the  additiontl  rereni» 
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n  raised  by  Whig  xneasnres,  that  there  wonld 
rfe  been  a  deficit  in  the  treasury,  at  the  end  of 
current  year,  of  about  ^ve  mi llioos  of  dollars, 
the  disbiiTsements  for  all  objects  (araouniing  to 
ir!v  a  fall  quarter)  must  have  ceased.  Soch 
s  the  condiiioa  of  affairs  produced  by  the  legisla- 
I  of  the  Democratic  party,  when  John  Tyler 
k  possession  of  the  executive  chair.  In  view  of 
and  of  tiie  dij^rdered  ^tate  of  the  currency  and 
leral  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  Pre^i- 
It  Harrison  had  called  an  extraordinary  session 
Congrress.  There  were  pasned, during  that  ses- 
n,  acts  for  the  following  objects;  Appropriating 
ween  twenty-three  and  twenty*four  thousand  dol- 
s  to  Mrs.  Harrison;  repealing  the  sub-treasury; 
trfbutingthe  proceeds  ofthe  public  lands;  estab- 
ling  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  to  pay 
ears  and  make  further  appropriaiions  lor  canry- 
[  on  the  Plorfda  war;  to  continue  operations  on 
tain  fortifications;  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Gene- 
Post  Office;  to  restore  the  naval  pension  fond; 
Dorrow  twelve  millions  of  dollars;  to  lay  impost 
ries  on  free  articles  of  importation;  and  two  bills 
establish  a  bank,  or  fiscal  agent.  Ol  these  twelve 
tinct  meastHres,  the  President  recommended  and 
lamed  the  first  ten;  they  were  adminislralive 
•asures,  as  was  also  the  second  bank  bill— for 
r.  Tyler  made  Messrs.  Webster  and  Ewing  (his 
cretaries  of.  State  and  the  Treasury)  special  am* 
eadors  to  the-  Whigs  of  Congress,  to  tender  to 
im  that  project/  He  reviewed  the  state  of  the 
asury  in  nis  first  message  in  June,  and  assumed 
tt,  as  early  as  the  1st  September  ensuing,  there 
^uld  be  a  deficit  of  upwards  of  four  millions  of 
liars.  These  measjures  were  necessary,  then,  to 
>]enish  an  exhausted  treasury,  to  redeem  the 
kemment  from  the  opprobrium  of  defalcation  in 
i  pavmedt  of  its  honest  debts,  and  to  enable  the 
esident  to  conduct  the  ordinary  public  service, 
irolving  the  military  defences  of  the  country, 
r.  Clay  and  the  Whigs  supported  them,  and  car- 
Kithem  triompbantly  through  Congress;  and  yet. 
s  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  the  peculiar  and 
9  ablest  friend  of  the  President  on  this  floor,  has 
5  assurance  to  proclaim,  in  debate,  that  the  only 
emalive  which  was  offered  to  gentlemen  at  the 
tra  session,  was  "eitherthc  support  of  the  consti- 
lional  administration  of  the  Government,  under 
B  President,  or  of  a  factious  anarchy,  under  the 
id  of  an  ex-Senator  from  Kentucky."  The  gentle- 
an  from  IndianH  and  his  associates  (the  Democrats) 
rseveriogly  opposed  in  debate  and  vaed  against, 
ch  and  all  those  measures;  and  ihey,  with  a  mod- 
ty  equal  to  that  of  their  coadjutor  ofMassachu- 
tts,are  continually  rebuking  the  Whigs  for  their 
etioos  opposition  to  John  Tyler,  and  vociferating 
at  they  are  the  honeU  and  fair  supporters  of  his 
Iministration. 

The  case  may  yet  be  presented  stronger  for  the 
Thigs.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  there  were 
issed  for  the  support  of  the  (Jrovernment,  and 
pecially  to  enable  the  President  to  administer  his 
JDariraent,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
U;  the  military  appropriation  bill;  the  Indian  ap- 
-opriation  bill;  the  naval  appropriation  bill;  the 
nification  bill;  the  loan  bill;  the  bill  to  raise  add!- 
Mai  revenue  by  increased  impost  duties;  the  rem- 
Hal  justice  bill;  and  the  treasury-note  bill.  The 
iost  of  these  bills  were  to  supply  the  very  fuel  and 
1  which  was  necessary  to  keep  the  machine  of 
Government  in  motion;  and  three  of  them  were  ab- 
)lutely  I'equired  to  replenish  a  heavy  deficit  in  the 
easurv,  which  still  existed.  Mr.  Clay  sustained 
ich  or  these  measures  as  had  been  intl*oduced  be- 
)re  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  The  Whigs 
dvocated  all  of  them  in  argument,  and  passed 
lem  bjr  their  voles.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
Mr.  Kbnncoy]  voted  against  all,  as  did  his  poliii- 
al  friends,  except  a  small  number  who  went  for 
ac  treasury*note  billrbecause  if^was  of  the  category 
f  their  system  of  policy.  The  gentleman  from 
dassachusetts  was  the  supporter  of  the  whole  of 
hcsc  measures;  influenced,  no  doubt,  as  much  by 
lis  loyally  to  ihe  adnainistration  of  John  Tyler,  as 
lis  love  of  country.  The  only  diflftfrence  between 
\\m  and  the  Whigs,  was,  that  he  changed  his  former 
Kttition  upon  the  question  of  the  disposition  of  the 
)roceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and  warmly  espoused 
he  President's  cherished  notion  of  restoring  them 
0  the  treasury.  It  is  true,  the  gentleman  enaeavor- 
*d  lo  fortify  the  new  gromid  which  he  had  assumed 
wiih  some  nonsensical  jargon— that  the  lands  were 
Ddispens^ible  as  security  fot  the  loan  which  Con- 
fess had  authorized;  and  the  public  credit  could 
x^  And  would  not  be  reinstated^  so  as  to  induct 
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capitalists  to  purchase  this  stock,  until  the  law  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  lands  should  be  re- 
pealed or  suspended.  This  was  done;  but  still  the 
public  credit  continued  as  inanimate  as  before. 
Moneyed  men  ceased  not  to  distrust  our  means  and 
our  faith,  to  contemn  the  loan,  and  to  despise  the 
feebleness  and  hesitancy  of  the  Government.  The 
tariff* bill — so  coldly  approved  by  the  President — 
will  eventually  revive  public  credit.  The  treasury 
project  of  a  charter  of  a  United  Slates  Bank,  which 
received  the  sanction  of  the  President  and  his  cabi- 
net, was  oppa^d  in  one  of  its  features  by  the 
Whigs,  but  totally  by  the  Democrats.  The  main 
distinctive  measure  of  the  Administration  (the  ex- 
chequer) is  opposed  by  both  parties.  Does  not  this 
review  demonstrate  that  the  atrocious  charge  made 
by  the  geniieman  from  MassachusetLs  against  the 
Whig  party  and  its  great  leader  is  wholly  calum- 
nious, and  without  foundation?  Does  it  nol  expose 
the  bold  impudence  of  the  Democrats,  in  their  as- 
sumption that  the  Whigs  deny  to  John  Tyler  the 
means  of  administering  the  Government,  and  ihey 
are  ttie  honest  and  patriotic  supporters  of  his  ad- 
ministrationl  It  is  oy  this  game  of  bold,  alhbidex- 
trous,  and  reckless  assumption,  that  the  Democrats 
have  seized  and  held  on  to  the  power  which  has 
ruled  this  nation  for  the  last  fourteen  years.  Their 
new  ally  [Mr.  CosmNoJ  has  gloated  upon  its  suc- 
cess; and,  in  combination  with  them,  has  attempted 
again  to  play  it  off",  and  with  a  good  deal  of  suc- 
cess, upon  an  abased  people;  but  the  illusion  is  fast 
passing  away. 

There  were  two  other  positions  in  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.KENNEDv,]  which 
strongly  arrested  my  attention.  He  warned  his 
friends  that  if  they  passed  their  sub-treasury  in  the 
next  Congress,  John  Tyler  would  veto  it.  He  ad- 
vised them  again^it  such  a  course,  and  avowed  that 
he  would  never  vote  for  any  measure  which  was 
threatened  with  a  veto.  He  justified  the  removals 
from  office  by  the  Administration  for  difference  of 
opinion,  and  declared  that  it  would  be  right  and 
proper  for  John  Tyler  to  remove  all  men  from 
office  who  were  nol  his  supporters,  and  fill  their 
places  with  his  friends.  The  geniieman  tells  us 
that  he  is  a  Hoosier;  but  it  cannot  be  that,  in  giving 
utterance  to  these  opinions,  he  correctly  represcms 
the  wild  and  free  spirits  which  roam  the  ocean 
prairies  and  primeval  foresis  of  Indiana.  The 
young  and  sturdy  Freedom  olthe  great  West,  un- 
fettered as  the  wave  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  re- 
cognizes no  such  slavish  sentiments.  It  would 
rather  proclaim,  in  tones  of  thunder,  that  nq, Presi- 
dent is  the  great  feudatory  of  this  nation,  wiih 
50,000  places  as  his  ficfs,  to  be  granted  to  his  slaves 
and  vassals,  and  to  be  reclaimed  by  hfs  own  lordly 
will;  that  the  Presidency  itself,  and  all  other  offices, 
are  only  tolerated  because  they  are  necessary  to  ihe  . 
social  system;  and  thai  the  greatest  good  lo  the  peo- 
pie  is  the  only  consideration  which  should  guide  in 
appointments  and  removals.  It  would  thus  expos- 
tulate with  this  Representative:  You  are  to  sup- 
port measures  as  they  are  wise,  and  good,  and  ne- 
cessary; and  you  are  not  to  desert  them,  or  to  falter 
in  your  duty,  because  any  President  brandishes  the 
veto  at  them.  You  are  a  portion  of  the  legislative 
power  of  this  Union.  You  are  sworn  to  support 
the  Constitution,  which  separates  the  law-making 
from  the  executive  power;  and  the  principle  of 
action  which  j^ou  avow,  leads  to  the  assumption  of 
all  legi^^iaiive  power  by  the  President,  and  the  cer- 
tain subversion  of  our  whole  system.  The  natural 
and  ever-acting  tendency  of  a  single  executive  in 
free  governments  is  to  absorb  all  political  power; 
and,  instead  of  making  such  an  extensive  surrender, 
it  is  your  duty  to  dispute  every  act  of  aggression 
upon  your  department.  I  have  the  kindest  feel- 
ings for  thegenlleman  from  Indiana.  He  has  an 
excellent  natural  mind,  and  strong  common  sense; 
but  he  is  giVing  melancholy  evidence  of  the  prog- 
ress and  of  the  fatal  fruits  of  ihe  spoils  principle, 
and  the  abuse  of  the  veto  power  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government.  The  adjustment  of  the 
veto  power  is  proved,  by  experience,  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  defects  in  our  system.  A  proposition 
to  the  convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  to 
make  this  power  absolute,  would  probably  not  have 
received  a  single  vote;  and  yet,  in  its  present  form, 
it  is  practically  absolute.  So  controlling  is  the  in-, 
fluence  which  this  power  itself— the  power  of 
appoinlnifnt  and -removal  to  fifiy  thousand  offices, 
and  other  great  powers— confers  upon  the  Presi- 
dent, that  it  has  never  been,  and  all  concur  that  it 
never  will  be,  overruled  by  the  constitutional  ma« 
jorlty  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses.   Whe&  prac-  jl 
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tice  proves  it  to  be  unqualified  in  its  operation,  and 
it  is  conceded  that  those  who  made  the  Coostitution 
did  not  intend,  and  rx)uld  not  have  been  induced,  to 
give  it  that  form,  the  case  for  its  modificatioa  is 
made  out — unless  it  is  an  important  conservative 
principle  in  our  Government.  Such  has  been  ar- 
gued 10  be  its  character,  among  other  reasons,  be- 
cause it  is  vested  m  the  President;  and  that  this  of* 
fice  is  the  moft  democratic  feature  of  the  Go^eriH 
meni,  inasmuch  as  Ac  is  elected  by  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  This  view  is  specious,  bat  alto* 
gether  unsound.  .  Judges  are  elected  in  some  of  the 
States  by  the  people  of  their  districts;  yet  they  do 
not  represent  democracy,  nor  act  democratically— 
nor  would  they,  if  they  were  elected  by  the  whole 
people  of  the  State.  Some  of  the  worst  tyrants 
that  have  ever  lived  have  been  elected  by  the  peo« 
pie  of  the  conniry  which  they  afterwards  o|h 
pressed.  Whether  au  ofiice  partakes  more  of  a 
despotic  or  a  democratic  cast,  whether  the  incuuft- 
bent  is  more  apt  to  act  from  his  own  t^ill  or  tha 
popular  will,  depends  rather  upon  the  extent  of  the 
powers,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  exercised 
by  him,  than  the  nature  of  the  auihority  which 
places  him  in  office.  The  President  is  elected  for 
four  years.  He  is  located  for  his  term  in  this  city, 
for  the  daily  discharge  of  his  duties.  Without  the 
frrossest  abuse  and  corruption  in  office,  he  can  be 
held  to  no  legal  or  constitutional  responsibility.  He- 
is  totally  exempt  from  that  moral  responsibility 
which  results  irom  daily  association  with  those 
who  trusted  him  with  power.  He  has  no  personal 
knowledge  of  their  condition,  their  interests,  their 
wants,  or  their  wills,  because  he  is  necessarily  sep- 
arated from  them;  and,  if  this  was  not  the  case, 
they  are  immensely  too  numerous  for  htm  to  ac« 
quire  ihis  knowledge.  In  most  of  his  official  acts, 
he  has  no  law  but  his  own  discretion — his  own  ab- 
solute and  irreversible  will.  Those  whom  he  gen* 
erally  sees  are  officers  dependent  upon  his  pleas- 
ure and  caprice  for  their  continuance  in  place,  or 
to  fill  offices  for  which  they  are  making  to  nim 
humble  suit;  and  ii  is  their  interest  and  practice  to 
flatter  him,  and  to  tell  him  his  will,  wnatever  it 
may  be,  is  the  popular  will.  Power  and  parasites 
are  certain  to  corrupt  him,  in  a  greater  or  less  de« 
gree;  and  he  becon^es  suspicions  of,  and  inimical 
to,  all  and  everything  which  may  thwart  his  pur^ 
poses.  Selfish,  sinister,  and  adroit  men  pot^r  false* 
nood  and  flattery  into  his  ear;  kindle  ambition, 
revenge,  and  evil  passions  in  his  heart;  and  per- 
ven  to  wicked  and  mischievous  purposes  his  au- 
thority: and  he  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  represenW 
ing  and  reflecting  correctly  the  great  public  opin- 
ion of  the  nation.  The  design  was,  when  this 
power  acted,  that  it  should  soar  above  the  reign  of 
faction;  but  it  has  proved  to  be  a  dangerous  aux- 
iliary of  it.  The  President  is  generally  the  head 
of  a  parly;  and,  when  he  is  in  unison  with  hie 
frienos,  it  adds  vastly  to  their  strength  and  cffl* 
ciency:  when  they  revolt  against  his  dictation,  or, 
from  motives  of  patriotism,  pass  wholesome  meas- 
ures to  which  he  is  opposed,  (and  this  has  some- 
times happened,)  he  can  strangle  them  with  the 
veto.  When  the  people  rise  up  against  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  party  dominant  in  Congress,  and 
send  a  majority  for  a  diflerent  course  of  policyi 
he  thwarts  and  defeats  their  will  by  the  one-man 
power.  It  is  alien  and  unfriendly  to  our  institu- 
tions: it  ought  to  be  modified;  for  it  is  aiding 
greatly  in  their  gradual  but  certain  subversion. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  CnfB< 
iNo]  denominates  (as  he  oAen  does)  the  President 
to  oe  the  Government,  and  represents  the  ma- 
jority of  the  present  Congress  as  "dashing  itself 
to  atoms  at  its  feet."  My  jinderstanding  is,  that 
our  Government  is  the  organized  poliiiaU  power 
which  rules  iheae  United  States.  Louis  XIV, 
said  he  was  the  state;  and  I  have  seen  John  Ty« 
ler  compared  in  the  court  journal  to  the  Grani 
Monarquc:  but,  when  Washington,  and  Hamilton, 
and  Madison,  and  Jav,  were  forming  the  most 
complicated  system  of  Government  that  has  ever 
existed,  and  were  separating  its  powers  into  three 
co-ordinate  branches,  and  constituting  the  Presi- 
dent the  mere  head  of  a  subordinate  one,  I  imagine 
that  they  had  no  design  that  any  President^and 
especially  such  a  one  as  John  Tyler— should  be 
the  living,  active,  operating  impersonation  of  the 
Government  of  the  Uniled  States.  No,  no;  that  is 
rather  strong  even  for  court  sycophancy  I  But, 
throughout  his  speech,  whenever  the  gentlemaa 
refers  to  the  President,  he  speaks  of  him  as  "the 
Government."  I  will  read  a  paiagrapb  or  tv^ 
fron  tbe  gentleman';)  speech; 
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"In.  this  state  of  tbiDgs/'  Mr.  C.  said,  "he  knew 
not  how  far  parlies  might  split,  whether  from  dif- 
ference in  opinion  or  rrom  personal  relations.  He 
could  see,  in  the  race  for  the  Presidency,  no  indi- 
vidual who,  so  far  as  he  could  judge,  presented  an 
overwhelming,  irresistible  power.  Looking  to 
overt  acts  as  the  criterion,  he  would  say  there  was 
•  no  such  competitor.  He  understood  there  was  to 
be  a  Whig  convention,  and  tbere  was  to  he  also  a 
Democratic  convention;  and  he  did  not  know  that 
they  miffht  not  agree.  [A  laugb.]  But  there  were 
certain  buddings— some  early  blossoms  of  discord 
^-which  might  lead  to  a  doubt  as  to  what  would  be 
the  precise  course  of  the  convention.  However 
this  might  be,  this  he  did  know,  that,  during  a  year 
and  a  half  to  come,  there  must  be  great  popular 
oommotions  and  discussions,  '\yhether  a  canoidate 
might  be  nominated  by  each  ecu ven lion  or  not,  this 
be  knew— >and  whv  should  he  not  say  it?  He 
thought,  on  the  whole,  he  had  better  say  it :  [sev- 
eral voices— *Oh,  yes,  do  say  it,  do :']  it  would  not 
be  for  the  political  interest  of  any  one  of  the  par- 
ties to  carrjr  on  a  very  furious  war  against  the 
Administration  and  its  friends. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  was  brought  to  a  pause  by  peals  of 
laughter,  and  cries,  "Ah,  that's  a  tender  point."] 

"Mr.  C.  said  that  he  considered  it  as  material 
that  there  should  be  a  frank  understanding  on  these 
matters.  There  were  men  in  the  Administration, 
or  connected  wiih  the  Administration,  who,  at  a 
proper  time,  might  have  a  word  to  say.  He  did 
not  know  whether  their  voice  would  be  potential; 
but  this  he  did  know,  that  of  all  the  elements  now 
in  tumultuous  and  conflicting  motion  in  the  national 
oauldron—in  the  grand  political  seething-pot— the 
most  potential  of  all  was  the  Federal  Government, 
(President.)  [Cries  of  *0h,  yes— it  has  the  offices!'] 
No]  not  by  the  distribution  of  office— not  by  the 
power  of  patronage.  No;  he  went  deeper— ii  was 
by  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ineni,  (President.)  ijsi  gentlemen  go  back  to  the 
eitra  session.  An  important  measure  had  been 
proposed  by  the  Administration;  a  commiuee  had 
reported  upon  it;  it  was  pushed  along  through  the 
Houses,  when  lo,  there  came  a  veto!  There  were 
consequences;  yes,  and  the  relation  held  by  Admin- 
istration measures  to  the  action  of  Congress, 
showed  that  there  was  a  power  which  the  Consti- 
tuiion  gave  to  the  (Government  (President)  to  act 
lipon  events  and  effect  results,  that  was  a  hundred 
fold  greater  than  all  its  powers  of  mere  patron- 
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In  another  part  of  his  speech,  the  gentleman  said: 
"I  would  say  to  genilemen  of  all  parties  in  this 
House,  and  more  especially  to  gentlemen  consii- 
kuing  the  majority  mi  Congress,  If  you  will  not 
co-operate  with  the  President  in  carrying  on  the 
Government,  which  is  your  highest  duty,  he  must 
seek  the  aid  of  vour  adversaries.  If  you  Whigs 
will  lock  the  wheels  o<  Government,  I  trust  aid 
will  be  found  in  the  Democrats;  and  thus,  and  thus 
only,  I  present  the  question  to  the  House."  Is  it 
not  strange  that  this  gentleman,  having  used  this 
.anguage,  should  boldly  challenge  any  man  to 
make  good  the  position,  that  he  offered  to  barter  to 
party  the  power  and  influence  of  John  Tyler  and 
his  administration^  He  is  their  trusted  and  confi- 
dential organ  in  this  House.  His  object  is  not  to 
fet  from  Congress  all  proper  aid  to  enable  the 
^resident  to  administer  his  department;  for  that 
has  been,  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  liberally  afforded 
by  the  Whigs,  and  by  the  Whigs  only.  His  pur- 
pose is  the  same  which  the  Executive  has  been 
steadily  and  systematically  pursuing  for  upwards 
of  twelve  years.  Ii  is,  to  draw  to  the  President  the 
absolute  control  of  the  initiation,  the  form,  and 
fete  of  all  measures  of  legislation.  The  particu- 
lar measure  at  this  time  is  the  exchequer.  He  pro- 
claims on  this  floor,  that  parties  may  split  Irom 
differences  of  opinion  and  personal  relations;  that 
both  the  Democratic  and  Whig  parties  were  to  hold 
national  conventions;  that  there  were  a  legion  of 
aspirants  to  the  office  of  the  Presidency,  whose 
pretensions  were  to  be  discu.ssed,  and  to  excite 
greatly  the  public  mind  for  a  year  and  a  half  to 
come;  that  it  was  altogether  doubtful  who  would 
^et  the  Whig  and  Democratic  nominations;  and  of 
all  the  causes  by  which  parties,  sections  of  parlies, 
and  men,  were  to  be  put  up  and  put  down,  the 
most  potential  was  the  President  and  his  adminis- 
tration; that  the  Whigs  had  refused  their  support 
to  the  exchequer,  and  the  other  attempts  of  John 
Tyler  to  control  the  legislation  of  Congress;  that 
if  the  Democrats,  and  any  section  of  the  Whigs, 
vottld  lend  ihemsclves  to  that  end,  the  President 


and  the  Administration  would  not  only  use  all  the 
patronage  to  their  aggrandizement,  but  would  also 
bring  to  bear  in  their  favor  the  veto  power,  which, 
"to  act  upon  events  and  effect  results,  was  a  hun- 
dred fola  greater  than  all  the  mere  power  of  pa- 
tronage," and  could  control  'Hhe  national  policy." 
I  appeal  to  candid  men  who  heard  the  gentleman, 
if  1  have  not  fairly  presented  his  points  and  his 
positions.  And  was  the  moral  sense  of  this  na- 
tion ever  before  outraged  with  anything  so  shame- 
less and  profligatel  Shades  of  Washington  and 
Madison ! — was  it  ever  dreamed  that  the  executive 
power  which  you  fashioned  and  established,  to  be 
exercised  in  a  spirit  of  lofiy,  pure,  and  enlightened 
patriotism,  should  be  wielded  oy  an  Administration 
which  would  cast  away  all  standard  of  political 
morality,  and  come  into  Congress  by  their  ac- 
credited agent,  and  offer  to  prostitute  their  whole 
patronage,  ana  even  the  sprig  of  kingly  preroga- 
tive— the  veto,  which  the  gentleman  says,  truly, 
is  so  potent — that  it  might  acquire  the  power  to 
usurp  the  legislation  of  the  Government,  and  that 
by  ihe  degradation  and  corruption  of  CJongressI 
No  President  has  a  right  to  any  other  political  in- 
fluence, except  that  moral  power  which  wise  and 
jubt  measures,  and  a  faithful  and  vi^lant  admin- 
istration of  his  department,  will  certainly  give  him; 
and  he  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  to  resort  to  any  other 
means  to  obtain  it. 

But  this  proposition  is  as  deceitful  as  it  is  infa- 
mous. John  Tyler  has  never  kept  faith  with  any 
party;  his  object  is  to  getaseeming  present  support 
irom  one  of  the  parties  in  Congress,  and  to  trust  to 
events  to  make  it  permanent.  When  the  time 
comes,  he  would  add  another  to  his  long  list  of 
treacheries.  Shortly  aAer  the  Presidency  fell  upon 
him,  he,  by  his  Secretary  of  State — in  analogy  to 
the  English  premiership— addressed  a  pompous  but 
hollow  proclamation  to  the.  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  which  it  is  declared:  "He  (the  President) 
therefore  directs  the  information  to  be  given  to  all 
the  officers  of  agents  in  your  department  of  the 
public  service,  that  partisan  interference  in  pop- 
ular elections,  whether  of  State  officers  or  of  ihis 
Government,  and  for  whomsoever  or  against 
whomsoever  it  may  be  exercised,  will  be  regarded 
by  him  as  cause  of  removal."  In  his  first  annual 
message  he  says,  on  the  subject  of  removal,  that 
his  own  conduct  had  "been  governed  by  a  consci- 
entious purpose  to  exercise  the  removing  power 
only  in  cases  of  unfaithfulness  or  inability,  or  in 
those  in  which  its  exercise  appeared  necessary,  in 
order  to  discountenance  and  suppress  the  spirit  of 
active  partisanship  on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  of- 
fice, wnich  not  only  withdraws  them  from  the 
steady  and  impartial  discharge  of  their  official  du- 
ties, but  exerts  an  undue  and  injurious  influence 
over  elections,  and  degrades  the  character  of  the 
Government  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  the  chief 
magistrate  as  being  a  party,  through  his  agents,  in 
the  secret  plots  or  open  workings  of  political  par- 
lies." These  sentiments  are  eminently  just  and 
proper;  and  does  it  not  exhibit  a  hardih(K>d.  an  ob- 
tusity  to  dishonor  almost  incredible,  that  tne  very 
men  who  have  so  recently  proclaimed  them  to  the 
nation,  should  offer  to  desecrate,  in  the  mode 
which  they  thus  prescribe,  the  whole  executive 
power  of  the  Governmentl  If  the  offences  which 
they  denounce  are  dangerous  and  scandalous,  that 
which  they  have  committed  is  abhorrent,  and  tends 
to  revolution  by  means  of  corruption. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Cubring]  treats  the  President 
as  the  great  ruling  power  of  the  Grovemment,  and 
Congress  as  a  subordinate  incidental  department, 
whose  business  is  merely  to  co-operate  in  giving  ef- 
fect to  his  views.  I  take  issue  with  the  gentleman, 
and  maintain  that,  in  all  free  Governments,  and  espe- 
cially in  ours,  the  legislative  branch  is  predomi- 
nant. Popular  liberty  has  nowhere  existed,  nor 
will  it  long  exist,  under  any  other  adjustment  of  pow- 
er. Congress  is  invested  with  the  high  powers  of 
declaring  war,  providing  all  the  means  by  which 
it  is  waged,  and  for  the  public  defence;  borrowing 
and  appropriating  money;  creating  and  paying 
public  debts;  imposing  taxes;  coining  money;  reg- 
ulating commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among 
the  States;  defining  and  punishing  treason  and  felo- 
nies, &.c.y  and  is  expressly  made  the  repository  of 
all  the  undefined  powers  that  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  to  execute  those  which  the  Constitution  has 
conferred  upon  it,  upon  the  other' departments,  and 
upon  every  officer  of  the  Government— even  this 
puis&ant  President  himself.  His  principal  power— 
which  is  greater  and  more   operative   than  the 

whole  aggre|;ate  besides— is  to  execute  the  laws 


the  imbodied  will  of  Congress,  which  he  binds  him 
self  in  his  oath  of  office  to  do.  Congress  ma;  im! 
peach  him,  and  expel  him  from  his  place.  Coi. 
gress  is,  and  was  intended  bj  the|  Crtmen  of  th«i 
Constitution  to  be,  the  chief  power;  the  PresideBt 
is  but  the  incident.  There  is  no  hieher  or  note 
arduous  duty  devolving  upon  this  House  than  lo 
do  its  pan,  moderately  but  resolately,  to  ^r^ 
serve  this  constitutional  relaiionofihetvodeput. 
ments. 

It  seems  lo  be  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman  and 
the  Administration  to  introduce  the  fi^glisk  system 
by  which  the  ministry  has  the  iniation  and  the  con- 
trol of  all  the  principal  measures  of  legislation;  but 
the  effort  is  lo  withhold  from  Congress  the  over- 
ruling  control  which  Parliament,  and  especially 
the  House  of  Commons,  exerts  in  these  matters. 
We  deny  that  England  is  a  free  country;  and  vet, 
her  House  of  Commons  has  more  inHaence  and  ef- 
ficiency in  her  Government  than  has  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  ours.  The  public  opinion  of  the 
nation  speaks  potentially  through  the  House  of 
Commons;  and  no  minister  can  hold  his  place,  no 
war  can  be  continued,  no  measure  or  course  of  pol- 
icy can  be  perse veringly  urged  or  opposed  by  ths 
lung  or  ministry  against  the  will  or  the  nation  as 
spoken  by  the  Commons.  '  It  was  this  House  tbii 
forced  George  the  Third  to  terminate  the  vai  of 
our  revolution,  by  an  acknowledgment  of  our  in^ 
pendence;  that  carried  the  emancipation  of  tU 
Catholics  against  all  the  opposition  of  the  King, 
and  the  more  stubborn  and  imperious  Dake  of 
Wellington;  and  that  effected  that  great  pacific  rev- 
olution, the  reform  of  its  own  representaiion.  No 
minister  can  stand  against  the  jud^ent  and  the 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons;  and  vrhen  he  is 
there  defeated  upon  any  measure  or  important  prop- 
osition, it  is  his  imperative  signal  to  throw  up  lus 
seals  of  office;  ana  there  is  named  as  his  snccessoi 
one  who  immediately  conforms  the  Executive  Got- 
ernment  to  the  will  of  the  people  as  thus  spoken. 
So,  when  the  ministry  seem&to  be  fashioning  iegis- 
lalion  according  to  its  own  will,  it  is,  in  truth,  nb- 
milting  to  the  mandates  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  gentleman  and  our  republican  Adminbdra- 
lion  want  to  be  subordinate  to  no  such  inHQence; 
their  attempt  Is  to  raise  the  President  above  all  con- 
trol, and  to  degrade  Congress  to  a  mere  registry  of 
his  edicts. 

The  gentleman  has  often  inveijghed  againa  the 
despotism  of  Congress.  Sir,  a  numerous  popalar 
representation  and  a  despotism  never  did,  and  never 
can  exist,  together.  Such  a  body  ma^  commii  oc- 
casional acts  of  injustice  and  oppression,  bot  it  is 
impossible  for  it  to  maintain  a  systematic,  perse- 
vering, and  enduring  tyranny;  it  has  too  many  di- 
verse wills,  interests,  and  ends.  It  fluctuates  so 
rapidly  in  all  these  elements  of  action,  and  in  its 
personnelf  that  its  neutralizes,  checks,  and  reverses 
fitfully  its  own  decision^  it  it  were  otherwise,  iihas 
neither  the  mean?  nor  the  aptitude  for  their  effi- 
cient execution.  It  is  the  undivided,  secret,  rapid, 
energetic  will  of  a  single  Executive,  difr])ensing 
oflSce  and  honors,  wielding  the  purse  and  dte 
sword,  and  transmitted  from  individual  to  individ- 
ual by  succession  or  election,  which  all  history 
m-oves  to  be  the  ^eat  enemy  of  popular  liberty. 
This  is  the  power  m  our  svstem  which  her  votaries 
ought  to  watch  with  sleepless  vigilance;  for  lis  ad- 
vance here  has  been  quite  as  rapid  and  threaten- 
ing as  in  most  countries  whose  freedom  it  hu 
cloven  down.  Sir,  instead  of  being  able  to  main- 
tain the  firm,  rigorous,  and  iron  rule  of  despotism, 
the  natural  tendency  of  a  large  representative  body, 
frequently  elected,  is  not  only  to  liberty,  bat  also  to 
licentiousness;  and  it  is  in  nart  ^o  correct  this  in- 
herent vice,  that  other  brancnes  of  our  Government 
than  this  House  have  been  constituted.  Bot  all 
experience  establishes  this  truth— (hat  such  assem- 
blies are  the  natural  and  most  potent  enemies  of 
despotism.  What  is  the  history  of  modem  Eot- 
lish  libertyl  Formerly,  the  mass  of  that  people 
were  not  recognised  in  her  jpolitieal  system;  tbt 
third  estate  and  its  House  of  Commons  had  its  on- 
gin  under  Edward  3d;  but  there  was  no  popnlir 
freedom  in  the  island  for  two  centuries  afterwards. 
Henry  8lh  wrested  the  spiritual  auihority  over  hu 
dom-nioDS  from  the  See  of  Kome,  and  united  n 
with  the  absolute  civil  and  political  power  wMcn 
he  possessed.  His  purpose  was  not  to  ameliiifiie 
the  condition  of  the  Protestants,  but  to  sway  an  in- 
divided  lemporiU  and  spiritual  power  in  ^^^ 
realm.  He  was  one  of  the  most  absolute  and  bloody 
tyrants  that  ever  retgned.  He  could  not  oniysK^ 
pend tb«  UW| bm  his  prgdiituttioiH  hid  (licfonx 
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and  the  sanction  of  laws;  and,  daring  his  reign, 
more  than  seventy-two  thousand  persons  perished 
by  execution.  Elizabeth  was  not  less  proud  and 
imperious  in  disposition;  she,  too,  exercised  the  sus- 
pending power,  and  vetoed,  some  sessions,  more 
than  hall  the  acts  which  Parliament  passed.  Un- 
der her  rule,  industry  spread,  the  arts  and  commerce 
flourished,  the  wealth  and  consideration  of  the 
commons  rapidly  increased,  and  the  spirit  of  liber- 
ty grew  with  their  affluence,  intelligence,  and 
strength.  Their  murmurs  began  to  alarm,  their 
voice  to  be  heeded,' and  their  wrongs  to  be  redressed 
by  the  haughty  Tudor.  They  remonstrated  by  their 
HoDse  of  Parliament  wi'h  the  imperial  virago  her- 
self against  abuses  by  monopolies;  she  had  the  sa- 
gacity  to  discern  that  there  was  a(  spirit  up,  not  to  be 
trifled  with;  she  curbed  the  hot  blood  of  her  father,and 
Tfith  great  judgment  and  tact  graciously  corrected 
the  evil.  James  1st  had  as  much  attachment  to 
power  and  prerogative,  but  not  the  courage  or  tal- 
ent to  maintain  them;  he  was  constantly  making  is- 
sues with  Parliament,  but  was  too  feeble  for  the 
conflict;  the  consequence  wa.s,  the  spirit  of  liberty 
and  of  the  commons  |rew  apace.  When  Charles  1st 
came  to  the  throne,  it  had  acquired  strength  and 
resolution  enough  to  defy  and  to  conquer  the  perils 
which  awaited  it.^t  numbered  among  its  cham- 
pions a  Milton  ancHi  Hampton,  a  Cromwell  and  a 
Banyan.  It  was  mixed  up  with  the  hysterical  tears, 
theanstere  form,  and  the  gloomy  enthusiasm  of  the 
religion  of  the  PuriUins;  but  it  was  nevertheless  up- 
held by  prudence  and  sound  sense,  by  genius  and 
attainment,  by  activity  and  fortitude,  and  by  a  de- 
votion which  no  danger  could  awe,  no  treasure 
eonld  corrupt,  no  honors  could  seduce,  nothing 
could  shake.  It  was  fully  eaual  to  one  of  the  great- 
est of  human  events — ^the  detnronement  and  the  exe- 
cqHod  of  Charles.  All  that  is  valuable  in  English  or 
American  liberty,  civil  or  religious,  is  due  to  the 
Puritans,  and'the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Long 
Parliament;  they  stormed  the  main  citadel  oi  des- 
potic power;  their  successors  have  been  marshalled 
by  their  example,  from  conquest  to  conauest  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  weaker  ones.  The  freedom  of 
^gland  has  beea  won,  by  ages  of  heroic  struggle 
on  the  part  of  her  Hou^e  of  Commons,  from  her  ty- 
rant kmgs.  It  is  a  magnificent  fabric,  which  nobly 
vindicates  numerous  representative  assemblies  of 
the  people  from  the  foul  aspersion  of  a  tendency  to 
despotism. 

The  gentleman  occupies  a  strange  position,  and 
puts  forth  extraordinary  notions,  considering  the 
measures  and  principles  which  he  always,  until 
the  commencement  •  of  this  Administration,  ad- 
vocated with  so  much  ze^l  and  ability.  1  had  read 
many  of  his  speeches  before  I  knew  him.  lad- 
mired  his  talents  and  attainments;  I  approvedof  the 
soundness  of  his  views,  and  was  instructed  and  for- 
tified in  my  own.  But  he  is  wonderfully  metamor- 
phosed; and  I  think  if  he  will  examine  the  matter 
deliberately,  he  will  find  it  to  be  quite  as  true,  that 
he  has  broken  his  neck  politically  in  jumping  his 
somersets,  as  that  ''the  Whig  party  has  knocked 
out  its  brains  against  the  fixed  fact."  He  lells  us 
that  party  is  nothing  but  an  association  of  men 
s^ggling  for  power;  and  that  he  contemns  meas- 
ured—that measures  are  not  principles.  The  gen* 
tieman  most  have  been  reading  the  celebrated 
treatise,  "The  Prince,"  for  such  dicta  are  of  the 
^ool  of  Machiavelli;  and  his  sudden  and  total 
abandonment  of  all  the  principles  as  well  as  meas- 
ures, to  which  he  was  as  strongly  pledged  as  any 
]^hig,  good  and  true,  proves  that  he  had  studied 
his  lesson  to  some  purpose.  At  the  extra  session  of 
1837,  he  opposed  the  sublreasiilry  in  a  very  elabo- 
rate speech,  in  which  we  find  these  passages:  "We 
ire  to  have  a  Government  paper«currency,  recog- 
nisable by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
tnd  employed  in  its  dealings;  but  it  is  to  be  irre- 
deemable Government  paper."  "If  the  scheme  were 
not  too  laughingly  absura  to  spend  time  in  arguing 
«bom  it  seriously^  if  the  mischiefs  of  a  Gk>vernment 
pper  currency  had  not  had  an  out-and-out  trial 
hoih  in  Europe  and  America,  I  might  discuss  it  as 
ft  question  of  political  economy.  But  I  will  not  oc- 
cupy the  committee  in  this  way.  I  am  astounded 
u  the  fatuity  of  any  .set  of  men  who  can  think  of 
wysuch  project."  "I  welcome  the  general  idea 
ihat  Qpvernment  should  not  be  ever  prone  to  inter- 
fere in  the  priVate  pursuits  of  the  citizen.  One  of 
the  mischiefs  of  the  times  has  been  the  meddlesome 
interference  of  General  Jackson  in  the  business  of 
the  country— his  prurient  tampering  with  the  cur- 
rency under  the  pretext  of  refotming  it.  This  is 
the  7ttj  thing  I  WQold  prerent.   It  i«  one  reason 


why  I  am  against  a  marriage  of  Bank  and  State.  I 
wish  to  have  banks  the  business  agents,  not  the 
party  hacks,  of  the  Administration.  I  oppose  the 
sub-treasury  for  the  same  reason.  If  adopted,  it 
would  enable  the  Government  to  put  up  exchange 
or  to  put  down  exchange,  and  to  produce  fluctuations 
in  the  money-market  at  will.  It  would  place  the 
whole  commerce  and  business  of  the  United  States 
at  the  arbitrary  mercy  of  the  President  of  (he  United 
States."  He  rave,  then,  a  definition  of  a  bank,  and 
avowed  the  euo-treasu ry  to  be  a  Government  bank; 
and  upon,  those  and  other  objections  which  are  un- 
answerable, he  pertinaciously  opposed  that  meas- 
ui'e  It)r  three  years;  and,  it  having  been  forced  upon 
him  and  the  country,  at  the  earliest  opportunity  he 
voted  for  its  repeal.  Now,  he  is  the  unscrupulous 
advocate  ot^  the  exchequer,  a  measure  embodying 
both  the  sub  treasury  and  a  great  organized  Orov- 
ernment  bank,  and  faught  with  more  frightful  dan- 
gers than  his  own  excited  imagination  had  pictured 
in  the  whole  three  years. 
He  was  onb  of  the  staunchest  supporters  of  a 

« United  States  Bank.  He  characterized  "the  refusal 
of  the  late  President  (Jackson)  to  sign  the  bill  re- 
chartering  the  bank,  like  the  removal  of  the  depos- 
ites,  to  be  in  defiance  and  violation  of  the  popular 
will."  He  argued  that  a  mixed  circulation  or  coin 
and  paper  was  irreversably  fixed  upon  the  coimtry, 
and  asks:  "But  how  shall  the  paper  circulation  be 
supplied?  and  how  regulated?  The  plain,  obvious, 
straightforward  course  would  be  to  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  experience,  and  to  follow  out  the  analo- 
gies of  our  political  institutions.  Twice,  for  long 
periods  of  time,  have  we  tried  a  national  bank,  and 
in  each  period  it  has  fulfilled  its  appointed  purpbse 
of  supplying  a  safe  and  equal  currency,  and  of 
regulatmg  and  controlling  the  issues  oi'^the  State 
banks.  Twice  have  we  tried  lor  a  few  years  to 
drag  on  without  a  national  bank,  and  each  uf  these 
experiments  has  been  a  season  of  disaster  and  con- 

*  fusion."  And  yet,  sir,  he  has  denied  that  he  was 
ever  the  supporter  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  rabid  revilers  oi  such 
an  institution. 

He  was  for  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill;  and  he  has 
abandoned^  and  now  contemns  it.  No  man  has  been 
more  frequent  and  unsparing  in  his  denunciations 
of  General  Jackson:  and  now  he  is  the  sycophantic 
eulogist  of  the  old  nero.  He  was  the  unflmching 
defender  of  the  constitutional  rights  and  powers  of 
Congress.  This  Administration  has  not. only  re- 
sorted to  the  most  flagitious  abuse  of  the  veto  pow- 
er, but  has  renewed  every  other  assault,  open  or  in- 
sidious, of  Presidents  Jackson  and  Van  Buren 
upon  Congress,  which  he,  at  the  time,  so  indig- 
nantly rebuked;  and  he  now  justifies  them  all.  He 
has  gone  far  ahead  of  the  extremest  parasites  of 
executive  power.  John  Tyler  vetoed  four  acts  of 
Congress  which  the  gentleman  had  voted  for,  and 
strange,  by  his  subtle  sophistry,  he  defended  each 
of  the  vetoes;  and  most  strange,  when  the  House, 
in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
voted  again  upon  tne  me.isures,  his  vote  was  re- 
corded in  their  ftvor,  and  to  overrule  the  very  ve- 
toes of  which  he  had  just  been  the  venal  advocate. 
He  has  proclaimed  that  the  President  is  a  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  legislative  power;  that  "the  Pres- 
ident has  as  much  right  to  discuss  Congress,  as 
Congress  has  to  discuss  him;"  that  this  House  has 
no  more  right  to  require  of  the  Executive  any  paper 
in  the  departments,  than  the  President  has  to  de- 
mand of  it  the  papers  in  the  custody  of  its  cierk. 
He  has  sweepingly,  again  and  ag.ain,  condemned 
the  present  Congress — its  measures,  its  spirit,  and 
its  action;  and,  in  the  manner  of  prophetic  railing, 
he  has  warned  us  that  we  are  rushing  on  to  our 
destiny. 

This  same  gentleman,  in  1837,  made  a  speech  in 
this  House,  which  contains  an  analysis  of  the  Con- 
stitution, among  the  soundest,  most  instructive,  and 
condensed,  I  have  ever  seen.  I  will  read  a  passage 
or  two  from  it.  "The  powers  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent, by  the  Constitution,  are  partly  expressly  enu- 
merated, and  the  rest  are  such  as  Congress  may 
see  fit  to  intrust  to  the  President,  either  under  the 
several  specific  powers  granted  to  Congress,  or  un- 
der the  general  power,  which  closes  the  enumera- 
tion, and  is  suppletory  to  all  the  rest."  "To  make 
all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and 
all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  officer  or 
departoient  thereof."  Here  is  the  life-giving  clause; 
the  grant  to  Congress  to  infuse  vitality  into  the  un- 
defined pow^n  of  the  execatiye. 


Again:  "Yet  we  have,  in  late  times,  seen  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  executive  departments  treated 
as  the  mere  servants  of  the  President— the  humble 
instruments  of  his  supreme  will;  instead  of  what 
the  Constitution  supposes— the  agents  of  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  the  instruments  of  Congress  as  well 
as  the  President." 

He  then  enters  into  some  very  cogent  reasoning, 
and  concludes,  "that  the  vitality  of  the  functions  oi 
the  executive,  under  the  Constitution,  is  to  be  in* 
fused  into  them  by  the  legislation  of  Congress.*' 

He  then  proceeds  to  a  general  enumeration  of 
the  abuses  ot.  President  Jackson,  and  continues:  "I 
denounce  these  acts  of  the  Administration,  and  the 
pretences  of  power  by  which  they  are  sought  to  be 
defended,  as  the  crowning  evidences  of  the  means 
of  corruption,  and  the  scope  for  usurpation,  which 
these  functions  afibrd." 

"First.  I  conclude,  as  the  general  inference,  that 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  are,  as  compared  with 
those  of  Congress,  or  any  other  department  of  the 
Government,  particularly  susceptible  of  abuse;  that 
they  have  been  abused;  and  that  they  have  a  perse* 
vering  tendency  continually  to  increase."  . 

"In  the  second  place,  I  conclude,  as  the  other 
general  inference,  that  the  remedy  for  the  abuses  to 
which  I  have  referred,  is,  to  diminisk  the  power 
atid  injluence  of  the  Executive.  The  salvation  of 
the  Government  depends  upon  it." 

"A  wise  and  a  brave  people,  it  has  been  well 
said,  will  neither  be  cheated  nor  bullied  out  of  lib- 
erty. But  such  a  people  may  cease  to  be  vigilantly 
wise— to  be  unshakingly  brave— by  resigning  them- 
selves to  the  treacherous  and  corrupt  influences  of 
power.  Would  to  God  some  divine  afflatus  might 
descend -upon  the  Constitution,  to  resuscitate  and 
animate  its  enfeebled  energies;  that  the  voice  of  the 
Almighty,  from  the  empyreal  height  where  he  sits 
enthroned,  penetrating  toe  clouds  which  surround 
us,  would  say,  even  to  these  dry  bones  of  the  Con- 
stitution: 'Live!  be  thou  once  more  a  creature  oj 
health  and  strength,  to  go  forth,  in  the  majesty  of 
thy  beauty,  a  ministering  angel,  on  a  mission  of 
blessings  to  the  world.' " 

He  concluded  by  ofiering  this  preamble: 

"Whereas  the  influence  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  has,  for  some  time  past,  in 
derogation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, continued  to  increase,  and  ought  to  be  dimin- 
ished." 

It  was  followed  by  two  resolutions;  the  first  of 
which  proposed  to  refer  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  the  collection,  safekeeping, 
and  transfeir  of  the  public  moneys,  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  report  such  method  of 
eflecting  these  objects  "as  would  most  promote  the 
public  welfare,  and  secure  the  liberties  of  the  peo* 
pie." 

"Secondly,  such  other  reforms  in  the  practice  of 
the  Government  as,  in  their  opinion,  shall  tend  to 
bring  back  the  administration  thereof  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  original  purity  of  the  Constitution." 

There  was  no  abuse  in  the  executive  administra- 
tion of  General  Jackson  which  does  not  now  exist 
in  an  aggravated  formi  and  which  the  gentleman 
does  not  now  justify— except  Congress  is  not  de- 
graded to  be  the  employing  tool  of  John  Tyler. 
And  this  is  its  sio !  This  is  the  cause  that  John  Ty- 
ler and  his  constitutional  advisers  are  daily  pouring 
out  their  ribald  abuse.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
most  miserable  faction  that  ever  existed  is  con- 
stantly hurling  rancorous,  but  pointless,  denuncia- 
tion against  tne  majority  of  this  House;  that  those 
who  compose  it  are  so  oAen  reading  us  lectures 
against  ultraism,  and  in  favor  of  patriotism,  whilst 
they  are  in  the  very  plenitude^  of^  venality,  and  of 
factious  animosity.  The  gentleman  tells  us,  in  the 
speech  read  from,  that  the  President  can  exercise 
no  power  not  expressly  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Constitution,  without  the  interposition  of  congres- 
sional legislation;  and  yet  he  nas  here  declared, 
with  pointed  emphasis,  that  the  power  of  removal— 
an  implied  power — is  vested  by  the  Constitution  in 
the  President  alone;  that  he  cannot  be  interfered 
with  in  its  exercise.  Is  Mr.  Caleb  Cushing  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  Caleb  Cushing  of  Massachusetts! 
or  is  he  some  other, personi  He  says  we  arc  for 
recurring  to  obsolete  ideas;  A^  is  for  the  principles 
of  progress,  and  keeping  up  with  the  improvements 
of  the  age.  We  deny  that  his  innovation  is  im- 
provement. We  cautiously  adopt  principles  which 
stand  the  test  of  experiment;  but  we  totally  reject 
his  heinous  political  Mormonism. 

Bat  the  gentleman,  in  his  tergiversfttioni 
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apostacy,  is  but  following^,  and  at  hamble  distaDce, 
the  lead  of  a  greaicr  man — Daniel  Webster.  I 
have  no  nnfoanded  prejudices  against  the  Secretary 
of  State:  I  once  admired  him  as  much  as  his  most 
aevoted  friends  do.  I  still  regard  him  as  a  man  of 
stupendous  mind— an  intellectual  Titan — and,  in 
some  departments  of  mental  operations,  equal,  prob- 
ably, to  the  greatest  of  ancients  or  moderns.  But 
the*  closet,  and  not  the  great,  living,  active,  execu- 
tive theatre  of  the  world,  is  bis  appropriate  field. 
He  has  nothing  of  what  is  commonly  called  genius, 
and  is  defective  in  invention;  his  superiority  results 
Trom  great  and  general  intellectual  power.  His 
mind  is  a  vast  crucible,  into  which  the  world's  in- 
ellectuai  wealth  may  be  heaved;  and  he  can  ana- 
yze  it  all,  and  reproduce  it  in  forms  of  new  and 
iiagnificent  utility.  In  his  senatorial  career,  he 
las  won  for  himself  a  civic  crown  more  imperish- 
.^ible  than  all  the  bloody  laurels  of  the  mightiest 
Conquerors.  His  speeches  upon  banks,  the  cur- 
rency, and  the  public  revenues,  form  a  solid  and 
regularly  built  structure,  as  enduring  as  the  pyra- 
mids. In  all  the  powers  of  logic,  argumentation, 
ind  composition,  he  has  no  superior;  and  his 
speeches^-parliamentary  and  forensic— are  among 
the  noblest  monuments  of  the  intellect  of  the  pres- 
ent day;  and  will  be  regarded  as  models  when  cen- 
turies upon  centuries  have  rolled  away.  He  ought 
to  have  belonged  to  his  country,  to  ihe  age,  and  to 
mankind,  and  to  have  shown  one  of  the  mightiest 
and  brightest  spirits;  but  he  wants  one-half  of  such 
a  man — moral  sense.  *'How  are  the  mighty  fallen  !'* 
"He  is,  indeed,  a  political  Lucifer;  and  he,  too,  is 
«^reat  even  in  nis  ruin !  I  once  preferred  him  to  all 
nen  but  one  for  the  Presidency;  and  if,  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  services,  and  fidelity  to  our  cause — 
to  those  immortal  truths  and  principles  to  which 
he  50  long  devoted  himself— he  should  have  won 
the  first  mace  in  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen, 
1,  and  tne  friends  of  him  whom  he  will  quarrel 
with  as  his  rival,  would  have  cheerfully  acqui- 
esced. 

.  A  sub-treasury,  a  Government  paper  currency, 
or  a  Gk>verDment  bank,  cannot  be  presented  in  any 
possible  form,  that  either,  or  all,  are  not  met  and 
overthrown  by  Mr.  Webster's  luminous  and  unan- 
swerable arguments.  Since  his  connexion  with 
John  Tyler — since  the  lion  has  been  serving  the 
jackall — he  has  concocted  the  exchequer,  which  is 
a  union  of  two  to  produce  the  third;  and  it  has  no 
provision,  no  faculty,  no  principle,  which  cannot  be 
annihilated  by  a  hundred  passages  ircm  his 
speeches.  He  has  said  more  for  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — for  its  utility  and  indispensable  necessity, 
to  both  (Sovemmcnt  and  the  pcople-r-than  all  living 
men  besides.  He  never,  until  he  filled  his  present 
place,  uttered  one  word  to  the  contrary;  but,  so  late 
as  the  fall  of  1840,  in  his  speech  at  Saratoga,  reiter- 
ated it  all.  He  now  rejects  and  scorns  a  bank  as 
useless  and  obsolete,  and  arrogantly  proclaims 
that  it  will  never  get  another  vote  m  New  Eng- 
land. It  is  more  probable  he  will  never  be 
able  to  control  another  vote  in  New  EIngland.  He 
has  lauded  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill  as  the  wisest  meas- 
ure of  a  great  statesman,  and  advocated  it  himself 
as  the  foundation  stone  of  the  tariff  policy;  he  has 
a,lso  abandoned  it.  He  proclaimed,  "under  an  Oc- 
tober sun"  of  1840,  in  the  capital  of  the  Old  Do- 
ininion,  that  '*the  power  and  influence  of  the  execu 
tiveofour  Government  had  increased,  is  increas- 
ing, and  ought  to  be  diminished;"  and  was  "danger- 
ous to  liberty."  He  adheres  to  an  Administration 
that  is  making  every  effort  to  stri^^e  on  in  this  course 
of  usurpation,  and  throws  hi;>  whole  influence 
against  every  attempt  to  reduce  it  within  constitu- 
tional limits.  He  has  conclusively  demonstrated 
that  the  President  cannot,  constitutionally,  remove 
from  place  such  officers  as  the  Senate  have  confirm- 
ed; and  he  constantly  advises  John  Tyler  to  such 
infractions  of  the  Constitution.  In  his  Virginia 
speech,  he  said:  "Of  all  things  in  a  popular  Govern- 
ment, a  Government  press  is  most  to  be  dreaded.  One 
of  the  first  things  to  be  done,  when  a  new  adminis- 
tration shall  come  into  power,  will  be  to  separate 
the  Government  press  from  the  politics  of  the  coun- 
try." And  as  soon  as  John  Tyler  resolved  to  betray 
h&  party,  then  Mr.  Webster  commenced  the  most 
active  operations  to  purchase  up  for  him  all  the 
presses  in  any  way  connected  with  the  State  De- 
partment, and  to  turn  their  thunders  upon  the 
Whig  parly  in  Cons:ress.  He  published  the  procla- 
mation (before  read  from)  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  which  he  says:  "He  f the  PresideniJ 
therefore  directs  the  information  to  oe  given  to  all 
Ui«  9AQOT  9if^  agents  in  your  departxoent  of  the 


public  service,  that  partisan  interference  in  popu- 
lar elections,  whether  of  State  offi^cers  or  or  ibis 
Government,  and  for  whomsoever  or  against 
whomsoever  it  may  be  exercised,  will  be  regarded 
by  him  as  cause  of  removal."  "But  persons  em- 
ployed under  the  Government,  and  paid  for  their 
services  out  of  the  public  treasury,  are  not  expected 
to  take  an  active  or  officious  part  in  attempts  to  in- 
fluence the  mind  or  the  votes  of  others;  such  con- 
duct being  deemed  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  duties  of  public  agents 
acting  under  it.''  He  not  only  remains  a  compo- 
nent part  of  an  administration  which  daily  violates 
a  principle  it  so  formally  promulged,  but  he  shame- 
lessly tramples  upon  it  himself,  by- stipulating  tUat 
his  own  appointees  $hall  continue  the  practice 
which  he  has  proscribed  before  the  whole  country. 
He  savs,  distinctly,  to  office-seekers,  Ypu  must  not 
only  be  against  Mr.  Clay,  but  you  must  be  for  Mr. 
Tyler,  and  you  must  sustain  him.  In  the  same 
paper,  he  tells  incumbents:  "It  is  not  intended  that 
any  officer  shall  be  restrained  in  the  free  and  proper 
expression  and  maintenance  of  his  opinion  respect- 
ing public  men  or  public  measures,  or  in  the  exer-* 
cise  of  the  fullest  degree  of  the  constitutional  right 
of  sufl'rage."  And  he  now  breaks  faith  with  those 
dependent  upon  the  will  of  the  Administration,  by 
sustaining  the  expul&ion  from  place,  of  clerks,  tide- 
waiters,  and  night-watches;  not  because  they  ex- 
press a  preference  for  another,  but  because  they  do 
not  express  a  preference  for  John  Tyler.  The 
President  made  him  an  organ  of  communication 
between  himself  and  the  Whigs  of  Congress,  and, 
through  him,  pledged  his  faith  to  approve  the  sec- 
ond bank  charter  passed  at  the  extra  session;  and 
notwithstanding  John  Tyler  insulted  him,  by  a 
refusal  to  redeem  the  pledge,  he  degraded  himself, 
by  publishing  lo  the  country  that  he  knew  of  no 
cause  for  the  dissolution  of  the  cabinet,  and  covered 
himself  with  infamy  by  remaining  in  it  "solitary 
and  alone."  He  has  been  guilty,  personally,  in 
various  ways,  of  violating  the  law^which  he  pro- 
mulged  against  officers  interfering  in  elections,  and 
to  influence  the  minds  of  others.  He  has  come  to 
the  Capitol,  minted  among  the  members  of  both 
Houses,  and  used  persuasions  and  threats  to  pro- 
cure the  postponement  of  measures  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  country,  because  they  were  ob- 
Iectionable  to  the  President  although  acceptable  to 
limself  He  has  attempted  to  seduce  members  of 
Congress  from  their  Whig  principles,  and  to  come, 
not  to  the  support  of  other  principles,  buiof  Tvler- 
ism.  When  tne  other  membersof  the  late  can inet 
were  consulting  with  him,  and  with  each  other, 
upon  the  propriety  of  throwing  up  their  places,  he 
exclaimed,  "Who  is  John  Tjrler'?  He  is  nothing  1 
We  would  crush  him  as  easily  as  we  can  the  moth 
in  this  carpet !"  stamping  his  loot  with  contemptu- 
ous indignation.  Now  he  is  a  supple  courtier,  and 
a  fawning  sycophant  at  John  Tyler's  footstool  of 
power.  But  the  premier  knew  his  master — he  is 
an  intellectual  moth.  When  we  think  of  his  per- 
fidy, and  his  political  sins,  we  feel  the  most  indig- 
nant resentment;  but  then  we  contemplate  the  im- 
becility of  bis  mind,  and  the  paltriness  of  his  per- 
sonal qualities,  and  it  subsides  into  cold  contempt. 
The  most  cruel  punishment  of  antiquity  was  to 
bind  a  person  to  a  dead  carcase;  and  this  is  the  only 
mode  in  which  John  Tyler  could  now  be  made 
noxious  to  either  of  the  existing  political  parties. 

The  reason  why  the  active  interference  of  office- 
holders in  elections  has  been  objected  to,  is  to  pre- 
vent the  influenceof  the  Executive  from  reaching, 
indirectly.  Congress.  How  dare  the  Secretary  .of 
State  approach  its  members,  and  throw  himself 
against  the  passage  of  measures  of  iegislationl  How 
dare  he,  and  his  coadjutor  of  the  War  Department, 
two  office-holders,  leave  their  offices  and  go  forth, 
on  the  eve  of  important  elections,  making  political 
speeches,  and  writing  elaborate  addresses,  to  influ- 
ence their  result?  Are  these  "such  services  as  ought 
to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  public  treasury,"  and  as  are 
"consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  duties  of  public  agents  acting  under  it,"  when 
performed  by  this  pair  of  notable  dignitaries^  and  yet 
of  so  decidedly  an  opposite  character,  when  done'by 
humble  subordinates,  as  to  be  cause  of  removalt 
Their  own  law  is  proper  and  salutary,  and  they 
ought  to  be  punished  in  conformity  to  it,  by  being 
ejected  from  tneir  places.  If  it  is  not  the  lust  of  of- 
fice which  has  innnced  Mr.  Webster  to  cling  with 
so  much  tenacity,  and  at  such  a  cost,  to  his  present 
situation,  what  is  ill  The  British  treaty  is  nego- 
tiated, and  still  he  is  as  firmly  moored  in  it  as  ever. 

"Ill*we«yed  wnUtion  I  how  «urt  thou  shronkl"   To- 


wards  the  premier,  I  admit,  \  ^^^  ^^^Hi^^ 
sense  of  both  wrong  and  injnnr-for  he  SI^  * 
injury;  but  the  Secretary  (iwarha^'CtS 
but  wrong.    The  immorality  of  his  m\^ 
notorious   as  to  render  him  harmle£^  uAli 
been  Clintonian  and  ami-Clintoniaa  JacSm? 
and  anti-Jacksonian,  against  Tyler,  and  foTS^ 
He  has  always  been  '^iUing  to  be  the  tool  ofMr 
party  or  man  who  would  buy  him,  indailend 
he  found  a  purchaser  m  John  Tyler;  and  the  iX 
action,  in  open  and  bold  profligacy,  challenges^ 
vain  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  this  country   Job 
0.  Spencer  wrote  a  circular  addres?,  conyoiS 
the  Syracuse  convention,  in  which  he  deaooaad 
John  Tyler's  administration,  and  his  vetoes,  jstj 
exerci.*Je  of  kingly  power:  in  the  coiiKeolafeir 
days  he  came  on  to  this  city,  and  solicited,  and  ac- 
ceptedj  the  place  which  he  fills.   The  dishonor  of 
the  connexion  will  stick  tohimlike  ihepofcon^ 
shirt  of  Nessus.    Spencer,  and  ilie  "guard,"  and 
the  few  others  who  have  abandoned  the  cause  for 
which  they  were  among  the  most  clamorous,  ire 
mere  mercenaries,   ^ho  attached  ibemielves  to 
the  Whigs  for  the-  spoils,  and  for  tlie  spoils  onlf. 
Such  men  might  be  dangerous  as  enemies,  hi 
they  would  be  much  more  dange;t)us  as  friends  and 
allies;  for  on  any  day  they  would  sell  country  and 
principles  for  money  and  place.  We  say  io\hei&- 
Ofi*— begone;  your  presence  pdiutes  our  camp,  acd 
would  tarnish ^nr  viQtory. 

The  principles  and  measures  of  the  Wbigs  veie 
as  fully  and  tairly  before  the  country,  in  the  bi 
presidential  canvass,  as  the  principles  or  meastuei 
of  any  party  ever  w/ere,  or  can  be.  They  wtn 
boldly  submitted,  in  opposition  lo  those  of  ^ 
Democrats,  to  the  American  people;  and  jodgnat 
was,  with  remarkable  distinctness,  pronounotd  ii 
their  favor.  But  fat  ihe  basest  treachery,  iher 
would,  at  the  extra  session,  all  have  heen  inbodied 
in  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  their  regenerauof 
influence  would  long  since  have  been  fek  liy 
seventeen  millions  ot  people;  and  what  a  mass  of 
distress  and  ruin  tb^y  would  have  averted  fiom 
this  deeply  i)fflicted  country  I  How  many  despaii- 
ing  hearts  will  owe  poverty  and  want,  not  to  ihe 
ambition  merely,  but  to  the  fatuity  of  one  heart- 
less man.  If  the  deep,  silent  corses  of  miilicu  of 
wronged  beings  could  have  blasted  one  wretch 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  miiigati(n  of  m 
ills  would  now  be  in  successful  operation.  Botii 
is  in  the  providence  of  the  moral  world,  ihatsoofr 
times  the  weakest  and  worst  of  men  have  the  power 
lo  achieve  an  inconceivable  amount  of  mischief 
and  how  grievously  is  this  truth  enforced  l)y  ibi 
present  condition  of  our  countrymen. 

But  the  Whigs  are  ncitjier  sobdaed  nor  dismay- 
ed. Thcv  have  been  temporarily  disheartened  by 
the  desertion  of  him  whom  an. unlooked-for  erai, 
and  not  their  choice,  placed  at  their  head.  They 
folded  their  arms  with  mingled  feelings  of  sorprje, 
revulsion,  and  disgust;  but  their  spiritis  not  dead- 
it  only  slumbers;  and  when  the  day  of  trial  eoo^ 
it  will  be  terrible  to  its  enemies  in  its  renortW 
energies.  They  poise  themselves  upon  the  reci- 
tude  and  utility  of  their  meaaure&  upon  the  pwia 
and  firmness  of  their  purpose;  and  with  cahn  confr 
dencc  await  the  i.ssue.  Their  Whigery  is  thejami 
as  that  which  inspired  the  souls  nod  nenred  m 
arms  of  our  fathers  through  seven  yeaisof  toilaid 
blood;  and  they  invoke  their  countrymen  to  Utrcii 
in  serried  ranks  to  its  support.  TheyhavtaJeadJ 
worthy  of  their  trust,  and  their  cause,  whose  s«S 
quailed  not  in  their  darkest  adversi^;  wba«  inly- 
ing voice  was  heard  above  the  loud  ahontsof  atth 
umphant  enemy;  whose  devotion  wavered  not  t«i 
ali  but  honor  seemed  to  be  lost;  and  whose  nncoi. 
querable  spirit,  bearing  aloft  the  standard  of  awtt- 
er,  marshalled  us  at  length  to  a  glonoas  vm 
Who  does  not  know-  that  he  is  Henry  tiayi 
Though  -his  place  is  a  private  station,  nm 
Clay  is  in  the  presence  of  his  countrr  m 
the  world.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  m  Tffiln»o« 
and  uneducated  boy,  he  hurat  upon  a  dlsunt  ih* 
tre.  amidst  the  exciting  scenes  of  im  Erentw 
he  grappled  with  Nicholas,  and  Breckenndge,aBd 
Murray  ,ln  Iheconflictof  mind  with  minibenf 
idly  won  the  ascendant,  and  he  baa  impressed  w 
noble  image  upon  the  gaUani  State  which  adopteH 
the  stranger  boy  with  such  generous  cnihosiwi 
Dauntless  in  courage  and  unmatched  m  pm 
the  expansive  operations  of  his  great  m\m 
have  given  him  position  in  the  front  rankof  juj 
kind  His  civil  achievements  adorn  ewiy  PJTJ 
his  country's  his|ory  throughout  the  past  fW 
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UMiQship,  in  oratory  which  conviDces  the  reason 
and  rales  the  passions — in  all  the  high  powers  of  ex- 
ecati^e  capabilitv,  he  has  no  equal.  Intuitive  and 
accaraie  apprehension,  soundness  o£  judgment, 
directness  and  comprenensiveness  of  mind,  and 
high  and  honest  purpose,  are  among  his  distin- 
guishing characteristics.  His  system 'of  policy 
is  as  broad  as  this  confederacy,  enlarged  as  its 
great  and  varied  interests,  and  based  upon  eternal 
principles  and-  truth.  He  is  ambitious;  but  be  has 
ever  held  that  turbulent  and  towering  passion  strict- 
ly SDbjpct  to  the  behests  ot  honor,  to  patriotism, 
to  devotion  to  constitutional  liberty,  and  to  the 
rights  of  the  people.  Neither  his  services  nor  his 
renown  have  been  limited  to  his  own  race,  or  to  his 
}wn  country,  but  both  pervade  the  civilized  world. 
Szposed  for  years  to  the  resentments  of  a  great 
party,  his  firm,  unwavering,  consistent,  and  loAy 
;ourse  has  conquered  their  suspicions  and  their 
mmity;  and  now  there  is  none  whose  good  opinion 
is  of  any  value,  who  do  not  pay  homage  to  his  great- 
ness and  integrity,  and  exult  in  the  con^jciousness 
hat  he  is  their  countryman,  because  of  the  lustre 
nrhich  he  has  shed  upon  the  name.  He  may  or 
nav  not  attain  to  the  Presidency,  but  he  occupies, 
inawill  ever  occupy,  one  of  the  loftiest  positions  in 
he  moral  world—a  summit  bathed  all  over  in  living 
ind  glorious  Hj^t)  revealing  the  whole  man  as  he 
s,  without  fem  and  without  reproach.  He  is  our 
rusted,  our  well-tried  champion— faithful  among 
he  faithless — the  impersonation  of  our  glorious 
ause,  under  whose  banner  we  go  forth  (politically) 
0  conquer  or  to  perish;  and  if,  in  this  conflict,  we 
ire  to  fall,  you  will  find 

"Our  baclu  to  the  field  aod  oar  feet  to  the  foe." 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  DAYTON, 

OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

h  Senate^  February  15,  1843— On  Mr.  McDopnK's 
resolutions  and  the  amendments. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said: 

The  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  McDupfi£,]  as  well  as  his  remarks 
a  support  of  those  resolutions,  assert  only  general 
ibsiract  principles,  extending  to  no  measure  of  a 
practical  character  for  the  relief  of  the  country. 

was  the  more  disappointed  in  this,  as  he  alleges 
bat  ail  parties  are  responsible  for  the  present  con- 
iition  of  things. 

His  abstract  principles  may  be  condensed  fisiirly 
IS  follows: 

In  reference  to  the  currency:  Do  nothing;  the 
ountry  will  work  out  its  own  salvation.  (He 
night  have  added,  "with  fear  and  trembling.") 
Phis  principle  i^  not  a  new  one :  it  was  one  of  the 
irinciples  or  the  last  Administration,  that  the  cur- 
ency  should  take  care  of  itself. 

In  reierence  to  finance  and  commerce,  his  doc- 
rine  is,  that  we  should  be  governed  by  the  legisla- 
ion  of  Great  Britain;  that,  if  she  looks  only  to- 
irarda  free  trade,  we  are  to  reciprocate;  that  our 
iriff  laws  are  a  carse  to  our  revenue,  and  the  le- 
;islation  of  Congress  is  more  destructive  to  com- 
Qerce  than  all  the  pirates  that  ever  swept  the  ocean ! 
By  the  way,  that  is  the  only  community  of  mod- 
m  times  who  have  ever  carried  into  effect  the  gen- 
leman's  doctrines  of  free  trade.) 

These  are  his  principles;  and  they  appear  to  me 
9  carry  with  them  their  own  refutation.  If  they 
ceded  an  answer,  they  have  had  one  in  full  from 
le  gentleman  who  preceded  me.  I  am  thankful, 
ir,  that  such  principles  have  not  as  yet  given  birth 
3  any  measure :  what  they  may  do  in  future,  re- 
aains  to  be  seen.  There  is  a  bird  of  the  desert 
rhich  deposites  its  egg  in  the  sands,  and  leaves  it 
bere,  to  quicken,  or  addle,  as  the  action  of  the  ele- 
Qenis  may  determine;  and  it  is  so  of  these  princi- 
les.  They  are  dropped  in  the  public  mind;  and, 
hould  it  ever  warm  them  into  life,  they  will  break 
beir  shell,  and  we  will  then  see  the  strange,  for- 
ign,  anti- American  prodigy  which  shall  stalk 
orth.  At  present,  I  content  mvself  with  having 
tated  the  principles  in  their  baldness,  without  fol- 
owing  the  argument. 

The  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 
Mr.  Evans,]  amendatory  of  t)iose  above  alludea 
0,  are  likewise  the  assertion  of  general  principles 
»nly.  In  those  principles,  generally,  I  heartily  con- 
nr.  But  the  third,  1  apprehend,  is  exceptionable. 
Phis  resolution,  in  substance,  is :  That,  while  Con- 
:ress  does  not  intend  to  adopt  any  meakire  for  the 
•ayment  of  the  debts  of  the  Stales,  yet,  "in  view  of 
he  disastrous  consequences  to  the  national  charac- 
tr  tnd  credit,"  dw.,  it  "declares  that  the  debt*  of 
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the  several  States,  created  bjr  legislative  authority 
thereof  respectively,  are  obkgatory  and  binding," 
&c.;  and  that  it  is  "the  duty  of  the  people  of  said 
Slates"  to  resort  to  the  most  efficient  means  to  pay 
them,  &c. 

As  an  individual,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  the  above  propositions;  but,  as  a  member  of  this 
body,  I  prefer  substituting  my  amendment.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  see  a  constitutional  scruple 
behind  every  bush;  but  still  I  would  prefer  keep- 
ing within  the  line  of  acknowledged  right:  more 
pfl  riicularly  where,  as  in  this  case,  there  is  no  pos- 
sible inducement  to  go  out  of  it. 

I  did  not  understand  the  gentleman's  resolutions 
as  holding  out  the  idea,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
of  the  assumption  of  Slate  debts,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated from  tne  other  side  of  this  chamber.  The 
hrst  sentence  of  the  resolution  is  an  express  nega- 
tion of  it. 

My  amendment  was  with  a  view — 

1.  To  get  rid  of  that  part  of  the  resolution  by 
which  we  assume  to  declare  what  contracts  are,  or 
are  not,  binding  upon  the  States.    And — 

2.  To  incorporate  into  these  resolutions  some- 
thing vindicatory  of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

By  what  authority  is  it  that  we  have  the  right  to 
declare,  in  our  legislative  character,  what  obliga- 
tions between  States  and  strangers  are  bindingi 
Who  and  what  has  constituted  us  the  judge?  Is  it 
one  of  the  powers  expressly  granted,  or  an  inci- 
dent to  any  such  power?  We  may  talk  about  our- 
selves, and  say  what  we  will;  and  what  we  will  not 
do.  But  we  ought  never  to  say — or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution,  to  declare — what  others 
are  bound  to  do,  unless  we  have  the  clear  right  to 
make  such  declaration. 

The  position  assumed  was,  that  we  had  the  riglit, 
because  the  delinquencies  of  the  States  were  anect- 
ing  our  national  character;  and,  therefore,  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  was  justified.  But  surely  the 
Federal  Government  has  no  powers  originating  in 
any  such  uncertain,  doubtful  source.  Who  is  to 
settle  what  does  and  what  does  not  affect  our  na- 
tional character,  as  preliminary  to  the  exercise  of 
this  rightl  Or  how  much  must  that  character  be 
affectedl  How  hard  must  be  the  blow  which 
knocks  this  latent  right,  like  hidden  fire,  from  the 
flint?  Will  the  failure  of  a  merchant  or  a  bank  do 
it?  These  affect  our  credit,  it  is  said,  "pro  tanto.^^ 
But  is  it  the  right  or  duty  of  this  Government  to 
declare  the  law  of  the  contract  between  the  mer- 
chant or  bank  and  its  creditor?  It  is  obvious  that 
no  power  can  originate  in  such  a  source.  But  the 
right  was  claimed  on  another  ground.  It  was  said 
that  we  are  the  creditor  of  some  of  the  States, 
and  therefore  have  a  creditor's  right  to  talk;  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has,  no  doubt,  told 
these  delinquent  States  the  same  thing. 

I  submit  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  whether 
this  resolution  is  based,  or  purports  to  be  based, 
upon  any  such  ground.  It  "declares  that  the  debts 
o!  the  several  States"  are  binding.  What  debts, 
and  what  States?  Not  that  one  whose  bonds  we 
happen  to  hold,  but  all.  But  why  is  it,  on  the  face 
of  this  resolution,  that  we  assume  to  express  this 
opinion?  Not  because  we  are  creditors;  but,  in  the 
language  of  the  resolution,  "in  view  of  the  disas- 
trous conseouences  to  the  national  character  and 
credit."  The  expression  of  an  opinion  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  a  veiy  different  thing 
from  a  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  contract  by  the 
American  Senate,  When  it  speaks,  it  ought  to  be 
"as  one  having  authority;"  and,  if  without  author- 
ity, I  submit  that  it  had  better  be  silent. 

Aside  from  our  doubtful  right  to  declare  the  law, 
it  strikes  me  as  impolitic.  I  do  desire  to  keep  the 
credit  and  faith  of  the  Federal  Government  distinct 
from  the  States;  and  so  I  presume  do  other  gentle- 
men. Yet  this  mixing  up  of  our  national  cnarac- 
ter  and  the  State  debts,  and  our  declaratory  opin- 
ions about  legal  rights  and  moral  duties,  all  in  one 
resolution,  is  kneading  too  much  in  the  Mme 
trough.  Its  effect  is  to  leaven,  to  a  greater  extent, 
our  national  credit  with  unmerited  distrust. 

I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  here  and  else- 
where of  the  loss  of  our  national  credit^in  these 
resolutions;  in  the  reports  upon  our  tables;  even  in 
Executive  messages — everywhere,  indeed.  Yet  it 
appears  not  to  have  entered  the  head  of  anybody  to 
vindicate  the  faith  of  the  nation.  Even  while  de- 
nying our  legal  obligation  to  answer  for  the  debts 
of  tv|  States,  our  whole  tone  has  been  such  as  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  we  felt  ourselves  morally  involved 
in  Q^^if  delinquency.   This!  deny;  and,  in  sop- 


port  of  that  part  of  my  amendment^  desire  to  say 
a  few  words— not  in  that  spirit  of  national  wbininf, 
which  has  become  so  common,  nor  yet  in  the  spirit 
of  railinff,  but  as  an  appeal  to  the  justice  and  liber- 
ality of  the  World. 

Lei  us  open  the  records  of  national  faith,  and  sea 
by  what  right  it  is  that  we  are  vilified  by  others— 
by  what  right  it  is  that  Great  Britain  assumes  to 
act  as  ^*cuslos  morvm^^  for  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

One  of  the  earliest  evidences  of  British  ability 
in  finance  was  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  The 
supplies  were  exhausted,  and  his  Majesty  needed 
money.  Clifford  was  dignified  with  a  peerage  and 
the  treasurer's  staff,  for  the  following  noUble  sug- 
gestion (got  from  Shaflesbury.)  He  advised  that 
tney  seize  upon  the  funds  which  had  been  paid  in- 
to tne  exchequer  by  bankers  upon  the  faith  of  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  done  at  once— the  exchequer  was 
shut  up — ^none  had  warning;  the  ruin  of  many  fol- 
lowed; bankers  stopped  payment;  merchants  could 
answer  no  bills;  distrust  took  place  everywhere. 
This  is  the  language  of  her  own  historian,  'who  de« 
nounces  the  act  as  "an  open  violation  of  the  most 
solenm  engagements,  foreign  and  domestic" 

The  first  item  in  the  public  debt  of  Great  Brit- 
ain is  the  consummation  of  this  outrage. 

The  amount  due  from  Government,  and  which 
it  had  had  in  gold  and  silver,  was  £1,328.526. 

The  payment  of  this  sum  was  stopped  tor  twen- 
ty-five years.  In  the  mean  time  hundreds  bad  died 
in  penury  and  want;  and  then  Government,  instead 
of  paying  them  seventeen  millions  of  dollars  which 
were  due  for  principal  and  interest,  forced  the 
creditors,  by  act  of  Parliament,  to  accept  of  ono- 
half  of  thcvprincipal  only— -less  than  three  millions 
of  dollars — or  nothing;  and  lor  this,  the  issued  bills 
bearing  an  interest  of^three  per  cent,  only,  iitstead 
of  eight,  the  usual  rate  when  they  got  the  money. 

This  sum  now  constitutes  the  very  first  item  in 
the  public  debt  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  the  basis 
upon  which  the  whole  of  that  immense  pile  rests, 
stained  as  it  is  with  national  perfidy  and  oppres« 
sion. 

Again,  in  1811,  we  have  another  and  more 
modern  instance  of  Britain's  boasted  financial 
faith.  The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  havinff 
become  depreciated  by  their  immense  issues  and 
loans  to  Government,  the  obligation  was  cancelled 
in  this  way.  Having  first  relieved  the  bank  from 
paying  specie,  they  next  resolve  that  these  bills 
are  worth  their  face  in  specie,  (and  this  at  a  time 
when  they  were  notoriously  at  a  discount  of  at  least 
ten  per  cent.,)  and  then  made  them  a  legal  tender. 
But  lest  even  this  would  not  satisfy  the  public 
that  ninety  pounds  were  equal  to  one  hundred^  they 
went  further,  and  made  it  a  highly  penal  offence — 
a  misdemeanor — for  any  one  to  either  receive  or 
pay  them  away  at  less  than  their  face.  Notwith- 
standing this,  they  continued  to  depreciate  tmtil 
they  reached  a  discount  of  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty 
per  cent.;  and  Government  then  paid  off  its  public 
creditors,  ^'nolens  voleitsJl  in  this  depreciated  pa- 
per, and  nothing  else.  The  effect  of  this  glorious 
operation  in  finance  may  be  seen  and  appreciated 
by  reference  to  Mushet's  tables. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  peculiar  notions  of 
Great  Britain  upon  the  subject  of  financial  faith, 
as  indicated  by  the  above,  at  least  she  claims  never 
to  have  denied  her  obligations.  If  she  defrauded 
her  creditors,  it  was  always  "pursuant  to  ihe  act 
in  that  case  made  and  provided;"  and  her  credit- 
ors ,  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  she  has 
never  denied  their  debts  !    Ob,  no. 

Of  repudiation  she  has  a  holy  horror.  With 
what  an  air  of  pious  complacency  are  we  branded 
as  a  nation  of  swindlers  and  cheats;  while  they, 
with  upturned  eyes,  thank  God  thev  are  not  as 
other  men !  Yet,  unless  the  past  be  a  fable,  and  his- 
tory a  lie;  repudiation,  even  in  its  worst  form,  has 
had  its  place  there. 

By  an  ordinance  of  the  Long  Parliament,  all  the 
crown  and  church  lands  were  seized  upon  for  the 
public  use.    They  were  disposed  of  at  a  season  of 

Seat  pecuniary  want,  to  raise  money  to  carry  on 
e  civil  government  and  pay  her  armies.  They 
passed  into  the  hands  of  nonesi  purchasers,  who. 
relying  upon  public  faith,  paid  therefor  a  full 
price,  and  Government  received  their  moneys. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  a  few  years  after. 
Parliament,  by  public  enactment,  atain  seized  upon 
these  lands,  and  handed  them  back  to  the  church 
and  the  crown.  Thousands  were  beggared  by  the 
aci.    Government  was  at  least   bound,  by  every 

Srinciple  of  law  and  justice,  to  make  good   the 
amafBs.   It  was  a  debt  ofthe  most  sacred  charaC: 
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ter.  Y^t,  after  a  little  legislative  coquetry,  she 
denied  Uie  debt;  and  to  those  who  clamored  too 
Iqiidly  for  justice,  she  gave  a  place  in  I^ewgate 
and  the  Tower. 

Sir,  I  know  not  to  what  extent  a  careful  eye 
might  not  trace  this  moral  delinquency.  But  of 
one  thing  I  am  suf«,  it  little  becomes  Englishmen 
to  lecture  us  upon  moral  duty  or  public  faith. 

There  was  one  pecuniary  transaction  between 
the  two  Qovemments,  and  it  illustrates  strongly  my 
position.  In  the  treaty  of  1793,  the  United  States 
assumed  to  *'make  full  and  complete  compensation" 
for  certain  debts  doe  from  American  citizens  to 
British  subjects,  inasmuch  as  difficulty  was  found 
in  collecting  thdm:and.to  do  it  in  specie.  The 
amount  was  settlea  by  convention,  between  Rufus 
King  and  Lord  Hawkesbory,  in  1802,  at  £600,000. 
This  sum  was  paid  to  the  last  dollar,  and  in  specie: 
and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  England  herseli  paid 
her  public  creditors  in  nothing  but  depreciated 
paper. 

But  our  bonds  will  not  tell  in  Europe;  and  there- 
fore our  credit,  they  say,  is  gone.  And  has  there 
never  been  a  time  when  British  paper  could  not  be 
sold  at  part  Sir,  the  history  of  the  past  teaches  this. 
While  the  certificates  and  treasury  notes  of  this 
Government  have  commanded,  almost  in  the  worst 
of  times,  dollar  for  dollar,  the  exchequer  bills  of 
England,  (even  when  bearing  an  interest  of  7i  per 
cent.,)  which  represent  her  floating  debt,  have  been 
at  a  discount  as  low  as  40  per  cent.;  while  her  3  per 
cents.,  which  I  take  as  a  specimen  of  her  funded 
debt,  have  oscillated  between  the  extremes  of  47| 
and  100;  and  this  not  through  the  agency  or  in  time 
of  war  only,  but  of  public  distress  and  commercial 
disasters.  While  she  has  been  arbitrary  and  faith- 
less to  her  creditor,  this  Government  has  never  de- 
fended one  of  a  dollar.  While  she  is  staggering 
under  a  debt  of  £788,398,570,  (more  than  thirty-five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,)  we,  as  compared  with 
her,  have  none  at  all.  Our  whole  pnblicdebt  would 
scarcely  pav  the  discount  on  a  thirty-day  note  drawn 
for  hers.  Yet  her  citizens  and  the  European  world 
hold  British  credit  good,  while  ours  is  to  be  doubted. 

&ir,  there  is  no  C^vemment  of  the  world  whose 
Qr^dil  ought  to  stand  higher  than  that  of  these  United 
8{Ates.  There  has  none — no,  not  one — acted  with 
a  ftiith  more  pure;  not  a  man  of  the  Old  World,  or 
<Nf  the  New,  has  lost  a  dollar  by  its  promises.  Its 
IDDHns  are  boundless;  its  debt^  as  nothing;  its  honor 
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And  how  is  it  with  the  other  sovereignties  of  the 
014  Worldt  Not  one  can  be  named  which  is  not 
stuggeiing  under  its  load.  Within  the  last  few 
yesirs,  the  debts  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe 
(which  it  is  believed  have  not  been  materially  al- 
tered since)  were  as  follows:  Great  Britain  I  have 
aJkready  alluded  to.  France  Tdid  time  permit.  I 
would  show  how  she  had  paid  her  creditors)  had  a 
debtpf  ;l&191, 893,063,  with  a  revenue  insufficient  to 
meet  the  expenditures  of  her  Government:  Austria 
had  a  debt  of  about  £80,000,000;  Holland,  in  1833, 
had  a  debt  of  about  £10,000,000,  which  is  vastly  in- 
creased since;  Naples,  of  £20,000,000;  Denmark, 
between  £10,000.000  and  £11,000,000;  Portugal, 
an  acknowledged  debt,  in  1838,  of  £  19,066,123; 
Prussia,  of  £^,000,000;  Russia,  of  £50,000,000; 
Sjpain,  according  to  her  official  statements,  of  £89.- 
600,000,  and  it  is  believed  that  her  actual  debt  is 
three  times  that  amount.  With  these  budgets  of 
iniquity  upon  their  backs,  (the  fruits  of  rapine  and 
war,)  they  stagger  along  like  the  old  sinner  of  Bun- 
yan's  alegory,  reading  homilies  to  us,  doubting 
whether  we  catx  follow!  We,  in  lustv  youth,  car- 
rying the  weight  of  a  thistledown,  aua  with  an  in- 
heritance stretching  from  sea  to  sea!  There  is  a 
cool  assurance  in  this  thing,  to  which  tlie  history  of 
(he.world  has  no  parallel. 

Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  make  a  merit  of 
abusing  Great  Britain.  She  has  my  highest  re- 
speet;  out,  in  the  lifetime  of  an  empire,  matters 
such  as  1  have  alluded  to  will  occur;  and  they 
should  teach  us  charity.  With  the  kindest  of  feel- 
ings— when  they  scout  at  us  as  faithless;  when  they 
afiect  a  sanctimonious  regard  for  plighted  faith 
which  we  have  not;  when  they  claim  a  credit  in 
the  markets  of  the  world  denied  to  us— human 
nature  cannot  refrain  from  asking  how  they  are 
entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  disposition  to  speak  of 
persons,  except  as  connected  with  thin^^s;  but  1  have 
before  said  that,  from  the  highest  official  of  Gov- 
ernment to  the  lowest,  the  same  humiliating  spec- 
tacle is  seen.  We  appear  to  have  forgotten  that 
ih^  r^peci  m4  couQcteiic^  of  others  depend  4nuch 


upon  that  tone  of  respect  and  confidence  we  assume 
for  ourselves. 

It  was  with  surprise  and  mortification  that  1  read 
in  the  recent  message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  result  of  a  late  petty  mission  to  the 
money  markets  of  Europe.  Could  not  the  discredit- 
able fact  have  been  left  to  rumor — to  the  chance  of 
remaining  unknown  to  the  many,  and  being  forgot- 
ten by  the  few?  Was  it  necessary  for  any  useftil 
purpose  that  our  shame  be  published  in  this  endu- 
ring form  to  the  ends  of  the  earthi  The  loan  has 
been  taken  by  our  own  citizens,  who  knew  us  best. 
Was  its  negotiation  aided  by  an  announcement  of 
the  fact  that  our  credit  was  dishonored  abroad? 
Why  further  depreciate,  in  this  most  effective  of 
all  possible  way^,  the  credit  of  the  country?  The 
fact  is  stated  in  connexion  with,  and  in  aid  of,  the 
argument  in  favor  of  the  exchequer  plan.  But  sure- 
ly the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  country,  with  Amer- 
ican blood  in  his  veins,  and.  I  hope,  an  American 
heart  in  his  bosom,  should  nave  hesitated  in  this 
kind  of  formal  and  official  announcement  of  the 
dishonor  of  American  credit.  It  is  a  course  of 
business  "sui  generis.**  The  country  draws  upon 
the  money  markets  of  Europe  for  five  millions  of 
dollars.  The  bill  is  dishonored:  when,  forthwith, 
the  drawer — this  country,  through  its  highest  offi- 
cer— makes  solemn  protest  of  the  draft  against 
itself,  and  gives  public  notice !  Did  his  Excellency 
suppose  that  anybody  was  likely  to  pay  for  the 
honor  of  the  drawer?  If  not,  why  send  the  discred- 
itable fact  to  the  ends  of  the  earth! 

Again:  in  the  same  message,  and  in  the  same 
connexion,  is  another  matter,  equally  indicating 
the  want  of  that  proper  tone  of  sentiment  which  the 
organs  of  every  Grovernment  should  assume  on  all 
questions  affecting  its  national  credit:  I  allude  to 
that  part  of  the  message  in  which  the  President 
refers  us  to  his  recommendation  that  the  land-fund 
be  "mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  any  loan"  which  the  Government 
might  contract,  and  thereby  "vindicate  the  Gov- 
ernment from  all  suspicion  of  bad  faith  or  inabil- 
ity," Ac. 

Sir,  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  Federal  Gk)vemment  of 
these  United  States;  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  State 
Government  of  New  Jersey:  neither  have  ever  dis- 
honored their  faith  by  a  broken  promise.  Aside 
from  other  objections  to  this  plan,  my  feelings  re- 
volt at  it  as  an  indignity — as  an  unmerited  imputa- 
tion. 

An  American  President  recommends  to  an  Amer- 
ican Congress  that,  in  addition  to  our  national 
faith,  we  give  collateral  security  by  mortgage;  that 
we  submit  to  terms  in  the  markets  of  the  world  not 
asked  of  other  nations>^terms  implying  a  distrust 
of  our  integrity  and  our  honor ! 

Far  backin  the  history  of  the  world,  when  loans 
were  made  upon  the  personal  responsibility  of 
kings  and  princes,  it  was  not  an  unusual  thing  to 
put  the  crown  jewels  in  pledge.  But  our  loan 
was  to  be  made  upon  the  credit  of  neither  king 
nor  prince,  but  upon  the  plighted  faith  of  Gov- 
ernment. The  proposition  from  the  Executive  to 
hypothecate  our  crown  jewels  as  collateral  to  our 
faith,  bad  it  been  made  by  a  foreign  power,  would 
have  been  resented  as  an  msult. 

Sir.  we  are  frail  creatures — we  scarcely  know 
ourselves;  but  I  think  it  is  in  no  improper  spirit  that 
I  arraign  this  high  functionaiy  before  the  country 
as  forgetful  of  its  honor.  The  money  could  be 
procured,  and  has  been  procured,  without  any  such 
extraordinary  means.  But,  if  it  could  not  have 
been,  taxation  was  open  to  us;  better  that,  than 
negotiating  on  terms  implying  a  distrust  of  our  in- 
tegrity. 

But  this  charge  of  forgetfulness  of  what  is  due 
to  ourselves,  does  not  attach  to  the  Chief  Magistrate 
alone.  It  does  appear  to  me,  as  if  one  party  in 
this  country  have  systematically  decried  its 
credit— have  made  an  effort  to  swell  in  public  esti- 
mation the  amount  of  its  indebtedness,  and  de- 
preciate its  resources.  Have  we  met  these  charges 
as  we  ought?  Unquei>tfonably,a  system  of  retrench- 
ment has  been  in  progress  since  the  revolution  of 
1840,  which  has  saved,  and  is  saving,  millions  to 
the  country.  The  danger,  indeed,  is,  from  present 
appearances,  that  Congress  will  rush  blindly  from 
one  extreme  to  another— will  show  a  "zeal  out- 
running wisdom."  In  this  respect,  at  least,  Whig 
promises  have  been  kept  to  the  letter.  There  is 
nothing,  so  far  as  I  know,  which  should  involve 
the  credit  of  the  Federal  Gk>vemmentin  the  slightest 
suspicion;  yet,  even  in  this  hall,  and  everywhere, 
there  is  a  5{>ecies  of  tame  submissioji  to  moral  cas- 


tigation.  When  we  arc  told  that  oijr  cieiS^t  « 
suspected,  when  every  wind  tlitWowsbrffib'^ 
it  charges  of  dishonesty  aad  fVau^iOb  Vdce^s 
been  heard  to  vindicate  tlie  unsiafr^  faith  Of  (£( 
nation.  This  ought  not  to  be.  Whiuj^ver  niayjje 
the  sins  of  some  of  the  States,  fai^  OM  lpo«^ 
am  no  apologist  for  them,)  the  lalth  of  the  fimb. 
lie  is  without  spot  or  blemish. 

Did  I  not  fbel  that,  from  the  peculiar  ot|ai|)zii. 
tion  of  our  Government,  there  could  be  %(^  ^S 
upon  us  for  Slate  debts,  I  would  hftyc  be$lEUii]^ 
throw  back  upon  the  world  the  perfidy  of  the  world. 
It  would  have  been  brazen  effrontery.  I  cannot  bat 
believe  that  European  capitalists  understand  oiir 
system  better  than  is  pretended.  If  a  njtrtner^hjp 
in  Liverpool  were  of  that  kind  called  limiUi-^ 
in  other  words,  for  specific  objects— each  pcrsoii 
having  contributed  a  specified  amount  ofcapM 
and  liable  for  no  more;  and  one,  tli?o,  or  three  of  the 
twenty-six  partners  should  become  einhartassed  in 
their  private  affairs,  the  firm  would  very  readily 
understand  that  it  was  neither  morally  nor  I^tjy 
bound  for  private  debts.  Ay,  and  they  woTJid  ifti- 
derstand,  too,  how  the  firm  might  b6  safe,  (hoi^ 
individuals  were  not  so.  Yet  the  articles  of  pS- 
nership  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  uafer 
which  the  Federal  Government  does  btisiness  ^a<0 
been  published  throughout  the  World.  They^fe 
the  American  Constitution,  of  whi^allhadfiotioe. 
So  far  as  the  States  have  any  interest  in  this  £m 
beyond  what  is  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  it$ 
business,  (as  the  proceeds  of  the  public  land?,)  I 
would  have  no  objection  to  return  the  satneto  iie% 
to  do  with  as  they  judge  proper;  but  wbateveirjna; 
be  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  ii^  reg&rd 
to  the  assumption  of  State  debts,  (aboutwhfch  Igire 
no  opinion,)  1  utterly  protest  agamst  its  moral  or  l^ 
gal  liability  for  the  delinquency  of  any  dtatt  or 
States  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  the  secret  of  this  s]>irit  of  railtBg  against  u$ 
abroad  is  not  in  the  anticinated  loss  of  motaey  only. 
That  they  have  been  used  to  at  home.  Still  i^ 
does  it  arise  from  any  peculiar  excess  of  iioafieial 
virtue;  but  it  comes  fVom,  and  is  in  aid  of,  their  old 
spleen  against  our  institocions. 

1  am  aware  that  this  debate  is  not  of  th6  &«t 
useful  character,  but  it  will  be  remembered  that  it 
did  not  originate  on  this  side  of  the  ehanibtf.  If 
these  resolutions  be  preseed  to  a  vote,  I  irosi  t^ 
amendment  noav  be  first  ad(9>t«d.  ItisneoeGBUyto 
divest  them  of  the  assumption  ofthatdoabtlalppvir 
to  declare  an  opinion  on  the  law,  aa  well  as  to  indi- 
cate our  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  credit  and  chai*- 
acter  of  the  Federal  Government. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  GORDON, 

OF  N£W  YORK. 

In  the  House  of  RepreuntaUv^^  JMsmam^  di,  1841- 

On  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  cdm* 

mercial  intercourse  with  China. 

Mr.  GORDON  rote,  and  addressed  the  Chair. 

He  said  he  did  not  rise,  on  the  preseat  occaooo, 
to  become  the  apologist  and  defender  of  tfaepre$e&t 
Admini^ration;  for  he  had  no  agency  ia  brinf* 
ing  it  into  power  in  the  memorable  eontest  of 
1840.  Far  from  it:  he  had  exerted  biiMeIt;t» 
the  best  of  his  ability,  to  keep  It  out.  He  had  ri^a 
for  the  purpose  of  replying  vmprompt^i  and,  as  veil 
as  the  occasion  would  permit,  to  the  speech  jo^ 
made  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  J.  C.  CLAax,J-4sp»ch 
mi  generis  in  point  of  taste,  and  partaking  streiigfy 
of  like  fumes  of  the  midnight  lamp.  Bis  coUe^ve 
had  taken  more  than  ordinary  paios  to  call  from 
the  pages  of  Shakspeare,  Junius,  Byron,  aad  the 
classics  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  the  choieetf 
epithets  of  vituperation,  of  sarcasm,  and  of  oU^ 
quy,  to  crowd  them  into  a  memorized  philippie  of 
an  hour's  length  against  the  Executive  and  the 
prime  minister,  whom  he  had  so  xeaJously  labored 
to  elevate  to  power.  He  did  not  recollect  to  haw 
heard  a  speech  this  session  in  which  more  vrau 
and  gall  was  poured  out  upon  the  doomed  beads  of 
"Capuiin"  Tyler  and  Daniel  Webster.  Indeed,  m 
lex  t4dionis.  or  law  of  retaliation,  as  practised  in 
the  olden  time,  between  the  flood  and  the  advent 
of  Christendom,  wotild  well  apply  to  him.  Let  not 
his  colleague,  then,  complain  if  he  received  ai 
goodf  and  as  much,  as  he  bad  hiu-led  at  M«ssra 
Tyler  and  Webster!  Let  him  not  munnm  \tm 
poisoned  chalice  was  retamed  to  his  own  lips! 

His  colleague  now  said  that  he  was  sorry  that 
the   present  Administrauon  was   invested  wiii 

Ejwer.    Such  a  declaration  did  not  at  all  surprise 
Lm,  (Mr.  G.,)  sixangc  as  it  mi^hi  seem  to  otli^ 
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As  far  back  as  1640,  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  his 
colleague  would  repent  of  the  exertions  he  then 
was  making — and  why?  Because  he  foresaw  that 
the  Whig  party  would  fall  to  pieces  by  its  own 
want  of  any  cohesive  principle,  and  by  that  lust- 
ful longing  aAer  ofilce  and  the  spoils  which  the 
patronage  of  a  kingdom  could  not  ha^e  satiated, 
la  attemptiog  to  describe  the  party  which  the 
President  would  create  for  himself,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  executive .  patronage,  his  colleague  had 
well  delineated  the  party  to  which  he  himself  be- 
longed, and  which  never  cotHd  have  been  so  truly 
represented  had  not  his  colleague  been  familiar 
with  the  materials  of  which  it  was  composed. 
What  were  theyl  The  cheese-parings,  the  candle- 
ends,  the  rag -tag  and  bob-tail  of  all  the  factions, 
cliques,  and  parties,  that  ever  existed.  Such  was 
ibe  assemblage  which  met  at  Harrisburg  in  the 
month  of  December,  1839.  So  sensible  were  the 
members  of  that  assemblage  of  the  fact  that  radi- 
cal differences  existed  among  themselves',  that  they 
did  not  even  dare  to  talk  to  each  other  about  any 
common  principle  upon  which  they  could  enter  the 
presidential  contest.  They,  therefore,  suspended 
the  consideration  of  all  such  subjects;  besought 
the  "generous  confidence"  of  the  publicj  put  their 
own  mvorite  instrument,  the  gagj  into  the  mouth  of 
their  candidate;  and  surrounded  him  with  a  com- 
mittee to  speal^or  him!  All  this  was  done  from 
the  knowledge  that  they  held  no  one  principle  in 
common  with  each  other,  and  from  the  fear  that  the 
adoption  of  a  broad  and  general  class  of  princi-  * 
pies  might  disturb  some  of  the  "candle-ends."  Fit 
representatives  of  the  party  to  which  his  colleague 
belonged,  and  under  whose  victorious  banners  he 
fought  the  battle  of  1840!  Once,  indeed,  his  col- 
league did  belong  to  the  Democratic  party.  It 
was  long  prior  to  the  year  1837.  But  that  evil  spirit, 
called  "ambition,''  whispered  in  his  ear;  ana  he. 
charmed  by  its  witchery,  immediately  performed 
what  is  called  a  somerset.  It  was  so  far  back 
as  182B,  when  his  colleague  went  over  to  the  oppo- 
sition, and  was  elevated  to  Congress  by  the  Feder- 
alists, aided  by  a  portion  of  the  Republican  party 
which  he  had  led  a:stray.  What  followedl  How 
did  his  colleaffue  serve  his  new  friends  and  allies 
who  elected  niml  By  coming  to  Congress  in 
1827;  and,' after  taking  the  oath  of  office,  advocating, 
with  sig[nal  zeal,  all  the  Democratic  measures  of 
the  session—thns  coldly  turning  his  back  upon  the 
men,  and  scornfully  trampling  under  foot  the  meas- 
ures of  the  party  who  elected  him. 

The  Chairman  here  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Gordon  said  he  was  not  impugning  the  mo- 
tives of  his  colleague,  by  any  means.  Far  from  it. 
He  was  only  stating  facts.  [Laughter.]  And  he 
believed  that^ccordfng  to  the  decision  of  the  chair- 
man, [Mr.  WiNTHROP,]  money  bills,  when  under 
consideration  in  Committee  oi  the  Whole,  opened 
the  door  to  all  sorts  of  debate.  [LaughterJ^  But, 
to  return  to  the  facts  he  had  been  stating.  His  col- 
league leA  the  Democratic  party.  There  was  no 
doubt  of  that.  It  was,  therefore,  for  his  colleague 
to  explain  the  motives  which  actuated  him  in  so 
doing,  when  he  became  the  candidate  of  an  irregu> 
lar  partv,  after  having  been  from  his  youth  a 
stickler  for  regular  nominations. 

[Here  Air.  J.  C.  Clark  rose,  and  desired  to  ask 
a  auestion.] 

Mr.  QoRDON  said  he  must  decline  yielding;  the 
floor.  Under  the  rule  which  his  colleague's  friends 
had  adopted,  his  time  was  short;  and  be  therefore 
wished  it  to  be  understood  that,  when  he  was  ad- 
dressing the  Chair,  he  desired  to  occupy  the  floor 
exclusively.  His  colleague  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Democratic  party  in  1836,  (ten  years 
after  his  irregular  election;)  and  twice  since  had 
been  elected  by  the  Federalists  of  the  Chenango 
district. 

Mr.  Clark  (from  his  seat)  asked  if  he  did  not, 
ader  his  election  in  1836  by  the  Democratic  party, 
go  into  a  minority  of  one  thousand,  and  work  upl 

Mr.  Gordon  remarked  that  he  had  not  supposed 
the  minority  was  so  small;  but  if  it  was,  then  so 
much  the  worse  for  his  colleague;  for  it  showed 
that  he  had  broken  down  the  party  whose  cause  he 
espoused,  and  into  whose  confidence  and  good 
graces  he  had  managed  to  initiate  himself.  The 
party  had  much  trouble  on  his  account,  all  owing 
to  the  great  degree  of  confidence  which  'was  re- 
posed in  him,  and  enabled  him,  by  a  bad  use  of  it, 
to  deceive  so  many  faithful  followers.  These  hon- 
est Democrats  (to  their  credit  be  it  said^  followed 
him  but  a  short  time.  They  soon  obeyea  their  nat* 
ural  instincts,  quit  their  deceiver,  and  returned  to 


their  first  lovie — where  every  other  Democrat  would 
returfl,if  God  should  only  spare  his  life  tu  take  a 
"sober  second  thought."  His  colleague,  it  seemed, 
got  back  to  the  Democratic  party  after  his  apostacy 
in  1826;  and  howl  By  entering  it  under  the  Jack- 
son banner,  which  he  was  among  the  first  to  unfurl. 
Yes;  his  colleague  basked  in  the  light,  and  tri- 
umped  in  the  victory,  of  that  hero  and  statesman — 
his  constituents  pardoning  him  of  former  transgres- 
sions in  consideration  of  his  years,  and  of  the  natu- 
ral proneness  of  youth  to  indiscretion.  Foreseeing, 
with  eagle-eyed  sagacity,  the  rising  popularity  of 
the  man  who  had  filled  the  measure  ol^  his  coun- 
try's glory,  his  colleague  lost  no  time  in  becoming 
the  champion  of  General  Jackson,  and  soon,  by 
his  zeal  and  services,  excelled  the  strongest  Dem- 
ocrat in  all  the  country.  This,  though  it  gave  him 
frace  and  favor  with  his  old  friends,  did  not  restore 
im  to  fall  confidence  and  communion  with  them. 
Long  did  he  sit  upon  the  stool  of  repentance  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes,  mourning  over  his  transgres- 
sions, and  appearing  meek  as  possible  before  the 
people.  To  crown  the  long  catalogue  of  his  pro- 
fessions of  faith  in  the  Democratic  creed,  prepara- 
tory to  his  full  restoration  (o  pubUc  confidence,  he 
was  the  author  of  a  set  of  resolutions  which  were 
adopted  at  the  Norwich  convention,  held  in  Feb- 
ruary 1835,  and  composed  of  delegates  from  the 
several  towns  in  Chenango  county,  and  which  reso- 
lutions justified  the  removal  of  the  deposites  by  Gen. 
Jackson,  denotmced  a  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  as 
unconstitutional  and  inexpedient,  asserted  that  gold 
and  silver  were  the  only  safe  and  proper  currency, 
and  charged  that  a  United  States  bank  would  be  dan- 
gerous in  corrupting  members  'of  Congress.  These 
resolutions  were  reported  by  his  colleague,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  convention.  His  agency  in  getting  them 
up,  and  having  them  passed,  secured  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  State  convention  held  the  following 
year  to  select  electors  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  also  his  nomination  and  consequent 
election  to  Congress  by  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
fall  of  1836. 

What  respect  could  be  paid  to  the  views  of  men 
who  denounced  a  bank  oi  the  United  States  as  un- 
constitutional, inexpedient,  politically  daneerous, 
and  corrupting  to  members  or  Congress;  and  then, 
after  all  this,  turned  around,  and  borrowed  of  it 
about  S4,000  in  1837,  and  $6,000  more  in  1840, 
making  in  all  the  round  sum  of  $10,000— "a  fair 
business  transaction"— never  to  be  paid  but  by 
the  sponging  process  of  the  bankrupt  law;  and 
then,  with  utter  shamelessness,  voted  for  the 
creation  of  the  very  institution  they  before 
denounced?  What  weight  should  be  >nven  to 
the  opinions  of  men  who  voted  for  the  bankrupt 
law,  and  then  became  voluntary  applicants  for  its 
benefits?  What  effect  could  the  denunciation  of 
an  apostate  have  against  apostacy?  It  was  like  the 
pot  calling  the  kettle  black.  With  what  face,  then, 
could  a  man  who  had  been  refused  an  office  (say, 
that  of  consul  to  Liverpool)  pretend  to  stand  up  on 
this  floor,  and  accuse  a  man  who  defeated  his  ap- 
pointment of  corrupt  selfishness  for  clinging  to 
office? 

At  the  extra  session  of  1841,  his  colleague  voted 
for  the  bankrupt  law,  and  is  now  a  voluntary  appli- 
cant for  the  benefit  of  the  act— his  inventory  show- 
ing, (as  Mr.  G.  was  informed,)  among  other  things, 
an  indebtedness  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of 
some  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  money  loaned  in 
1837.  During  the  27th  Congress,  he  voted  for  the 
two  bills  incorporating  a  bank  of  tne  United  States, 
which  were  vetoed  by  President  Tyler,  and  for 
which  vetoes  he  now  was  in  the  habit  of  denouncing 
the  Executive  in  the  most  bitter  and  scathing  terms. 
Of  the  Norwich  convention,  in  1836,  he  was  the 
most  active  and  leading  member,  and  was  the 
prime  mover  and  author  of  the  resolutions  embody- 
ing the  cardinal  doctrines  of  the  party,  then  and 
now.  What  his  motives  were,  in  tasing  the  part  he 
did  in  that  convention,  he  (Mr.  G.)  would  leave  to 
his  colleague  to  explain.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say; 
and,  besides,  it  was  unparliamentary  on  that  floor 
to  speak  of  the  motives  of  honorable  members. 
This  much,  however,  he  would  say:  that  the  part 
taken  by  his  colleague  at  that  convention  secured 
his  nomination  and  election  to  Congress,  and  re- 
united him  to  the  Democratic  party.  His  col- 
league then  stood  upon  the  same  intimate  footinc 
with  the  Democratic  party  which  he  had  occupied 
prior  to  his  apostacy  in  1826;  antl  had  he  not  again 
forfeited  and  abused  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
U  w)Uld  ^ave  abided  with  him  to  his  latest  breath. 


Confidence  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth.  Once  crndi- 
ed.  it  withers  and  dies.  It  was  not  l(mg  before  his 
colleague  forfeited  the  respect  and  confidenca  he 
had  so  studiously  sought  and  won.  He  served 
with  the  Democratic  party  until  he  came  on  to 
Washington  at  the  extra  session  of  1837,  when  he 
joined  the  Conservative  clique.  Thenceforward, 
he  battled  against  the  Democratic  party.  Like  most 
other  apostates,  he  did  not  join  the  Federalists  im- 
mediately; but  slopped  at  the  Conservative  half- 
way house,  and  there  refreshed  himself,  until  that 
slimly-patronized  resting-place  was  razed  to  tha 
ground,  when  he  went  smack  over  to  the  embraces 
of  the  Federal  party.  There  he  now  is!  There, 
he  (Mr.  G.)  trusted,  he  would  ever  remain !  There 
he  MUST  remain,  if  he  depended  upon  the  Democ- 
racy ef  old  Chenango  to  rescue  him !  He  (Mr.  G.) 
did  not  undertake  to  impeach  Uie  motives  of  his 
colleague;  he  merely  stated  facts,  which  his  col- 
league might  answer  if  he  saw  fit.  He  could  not 
refrain  from  saying  what  he  had«  when  he  saw  his 
colleague,  in  the  speech  of  to-day,  sneering  at  the 
Democratic  party,  casting  reproaches  upon  them, 
calling  one  of  their  Governors  the  "hero  of  clam- 
bakes," and  denouncing  the  party  generally  as  loco- 
focos  and  disorganizers.  It  had  been  well  reooiark- 
ed  that  the  Devil  could  quote  Scripture,  and  preach 
a  good  sermon,  when  it  suited  his  purpose.  Now, 
he  thought  his  colleague  was  not  a  very  fit  person 
to  read  a  lecture  to  the  present  Administratioii  on 
the  subject  of  apostacy,  and  to  deal  out  denuncia- 
tions, right  and  left,  upon  it,  and  upon  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Such  lectures  came  with  ill  grace 
indeed  from  such  an  author  I  His  colleague  should 
first  pluck  out  the  big,  glaring  beam  in  his  own 
eye,  before  he  undertook  to  scan  and  criticise  the 
motes  in  other  people's  eyes. 

Now,  he  would  ask,  what  was  the  principal 
ground  of  his  colleague's  complaint?— what  the 
source  of  all  his  grief,  and  wailing,  and  lamentation 
over  the  untimely  fate  of  his  fallen  party?  Was  it 
that  he  mourned  the  sacrifice  of  any  principle— any 
exalted  motive  of  action,  that  bouna  his  party  to« 
gether?  Not  aC  all.  His  colleague  did  nol  once 
allude  to  the  principles  of  his  party.  His  grief 
was  of  a  different  complexion.  It  was  the  loss  of 
the  spoils— the  loss  of  power  and  influence — the  im- 
possibility of  obtaining  patronage  and  place— that 
his  colleague  lamented.  Yes,  it  was  the  loss  of  all 
for  which  his  colleague's  party  had  been  contend- 
ing—the sad  wreck  of  all  their  hopes !  His  col- 
league had  spoken  of  the  love  of  ofiice,  and  the 
treachery  of  men  in  high  places;  but  said  nothing 
of  the  principles  of  his  party,  nor  uttered  one  regret 
at  the  failure  of  their  measures.  When  Francis 
the  First,  at  the  battle  of  Pa  via,  was  defeated,  and 
his  army  cut  to  pieces,  he  wrote  his  mother  word 
that  he  ''had  lost  aU,  save  h^mor."^  So  it  was  with 
the  Democratic  party  after  the  contest  of  1840. 
They  lost  all  but  their  principles.  They  rallied 
under  the  fla^  of  their  imdying  principles;  and, 
without  the  aid  of  patronage  and  place,  and  the 
spoils,  achieved  the  most  jglonous  victories  through- 
out the  Union.  How  different  was  the  case  with 
the  party  of  which  his  colleague  was  now  a  mem- 
ber! When  the  patronage  and  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive was  wrenched  from  them,  and  by  the  man 
they  had  themselves  elevated,  their  all  was  gone ! 
They  could  not  say,  like  Francis  the  First,  "we 
have  lost  all,  save  honor."  They  could  not  say» 
like  the  Democratic  party,  "we  have  lost  all,  save 
principle."  Their  only  note  was  a  cross,  crabbed, 
muttering  cry,  like  that  uttered  here  to-day  by  his 
colleague  over  the  loss  of  the  spoils.  Deprived  of 
these,  they  were  as  outcasts  at  sea,  without  anchor 
and  without  compass.  The  Democratic  party,  on 
the  contrary,  shorn  of  the  trappings  of  office,  be- 
came more  powerfbl  than  before;  and,  like  the 
giant  Antseus,  gathered  new  strength  from  their 
fall. 

Although  about  to  retire  from  public  life,  he 
cherished  as  ardent  a  desire  for  the  success  of  the 
Democratic  party  as  ever.  He  could  never  consent 
that  his  ardor  should  be  dampened,  and  his  zeal 
quenched,  by  the  fact  that  he  was  soon  to  go  out  of 
Congress;  but,  in  or  out  of  Congress,  in  public  or 
in  private  life,  his  hopes  and  his  exertions  must 
ever  be  the  same. 

As  to  the  issues  between  his  colleague  and  the 
^present  Administration,  he  considered  all  that  a 
mere  family  quarrel.  The  Whig  party,  and  the 
body  of  the  supporters  of  the  Administration,  might 
be  disunited  now;  but  the  time,  he  predicted,  would 
eome  when  they  would  be  allied  again,  and  pur- 
suing the  same  objects.    They  would  beunit^ 
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again,  from  the  fact  (hat  both  wanted  to  establish  a 
paper  currency  for  this  great  nation.  Seme  of 
them  were  for  an  exchequer,  and  others  for  a  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales.  Some  of  them,  too,  wanted 
to  bolster  up  the  paper  of  the  Stale  banks  with  the 
credit  of  the  General  Government.  All,  in  fact, 
iv^anted  to  renovate  the  same  system  of  paper-mo- 
ney, under  the  evils  of  which  the  country  now  suf- 
fared  so  grievousljr.  He  would,  then,  elanceat 
some  of  the  expedients  of  this  party,  and,  among 
them,  the  1200,000,000  scheme  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson.]  What  was 
that  scheme!  Why,  that  the  Government  shall 
issue  two  hundred  millions  of  bonds,  at  an  interest 
of  3  per  cent.,  based  on  the  pretended  sale  of  the 

Snbhc  lands;  in  other  words,  to  put  $200,000,000  of 
fovernment  paper  afloat,  without  any  adequate 
security  for  its  redemption.  Such  was,  in  a  few 
words,  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land. Now,  what  was  the  proposition  of  another 
gentleman  from  the  same  side  of  the  House?  [Mr. 
Cussing.]  That  the  Government  bhould  carry  on 
the  business  of  private  banking  on  private  account, 
and.  at  the  same  time,  give  currency  to  depreciated 
bank  paper.  Such  was  the  exchequer.  But  he 
would  return  to  the  two  hundred  million  scheme; 
for  he  feared  that  all  this  longing  afler  paper- 
money  would  end  in  it  at  last. 

The  Chairman  called  to  order  for  irrelevancy. 
Mr.  SMiTn  ol  Virginia  interposed,  and  begged 
that  the  gentleman  mieht  be  permitted  to  proceed, 
as  the  other  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  J.  C. 
Clibk]  had  been  allowed  to  go  on  without  any 
restriction  or  limitation. 
AAer  one  or  two  remarks  from  the  Chair- 
Mr.  Gordon  resumed,  and  said  he  should  pro- 
ceed in  order.  The  ground  he  took  in  this  mat- 
ter was,  that  this  party  could  not  be  safely  intrusted 
with  money,  because  of  the  extravagant  and  impol- 
itic projects  they  were  ever  ready  to  force  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  House.  He  wished  to  know, before 
he  intrusted  this  Administration  and  this  party  with 
money;;-(for  he  took  it  that  this  bilJ  emanated  from 
the  majority) — ^before  he  opened  the  purse-strings 
of  the  nation,  and  intrustea  them  with  the  treasure 
of  the  people,  he  wished  to  inquire  into  their  sys- 
tem and  policy  of  government.  He  presumed  this 
would  be  as  much  in  order  (and  he  hoped  the  Chair- 
man would  so  role  it)  as  to  debate  the  Faneuil 
Hall  speech  of  Mr.  Webster.  Was  it  not  as  much 
in  order  to  allude  to  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  Government,  as  to  treat  of  what  his  colleague 
was  pleased  to  term  the  treachery  of  his  political 
friendsl  He  desired  to  discuss  the  position  taken 
by  amajority  of  that  party,  through  their  own  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means— that  it  was  competent 
and  constitutional  for  the  General  Government  to 
issue  $-200,000,000  of  bonds,  to  be  given  to  the 
States,  and  also  what  *' relief"  such  a  scheme  would 
afiord  to  the  people.  He  would,  however,  first  treat 
of  the  exchequer. 

Here  the  Chairman  again  interrupted  Mr.  G., 
and  said  that  the  topics  he  was  discussing  were  ir- 
relevant to  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
therefore  out  of  order. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Da  via  rose,  and  remarked  that  he  un- 
derstood his  colleague  to  allude  to  these  subjects  in- 
cidentally, and  as  ifluslratiYe  of  his  general  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  Weller  said  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  J.  C.  ClarkI  had  been  allowed  to  speak 
of  all  the  subjects  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Gor- 
don] now  wished  to  discuss,  and  was  not  called  to 
order.  He  should  think  the  gentleman  now  on  the 
floor  [Mr.  Gordon]  had  a  right  to  discuss  the  same 
subjects  in  reply. 

The  Chairman  insisting  upon  his  decision — 

Mr.  Weller  took  an  appeal. 

Mr.  Gordon  resumed,  and  requested  his  friend 
from  Ohio  to  withdraw  the  appeal,  inasmuch  as 
to  decide  it  would  largely  take  off  from  the  hour 
allotted  to  him.  [Mr.  Weller  did  so.]  He 
should  be  able  to  come  out,  in  order. 

His  colleague  had  given  a  most  glowing  de- 
scription of  tne  terap'e  of  the  great  Whig  parly, 
wiih  columns,  and  co'onnades,  and  a  lofty  dome; 
and  bad  complained  that  the  man  behind  the 
throne,  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  was  exer- 
cising his  great  strength  in  tearing  down  that 
mighty  edifice.  Now,  he  thought  it  would  not  re- 
Quire  a  Samson  to  tear  down  a  log-cabin!  Even 
the  very  boys  of  the  ciiy  made  it  their  pastime  to 
tear  and  pall  to  pieces  the  few  models  of  Whig 
architecture  which  were  found  here.  What  were 
the  columns  and  colonnades  of  this  glorious  temple, 


so  glowingly  described  by  his  coUeaguel  Why,  he 
believed  that  the  sign  out  of  doors,  whether  the 
latch-string  was  pulled  in  or  not,  was  a  cider  barrel 
and  a  coon  skin;  whilst  the  edifice  itself  was  built 
of  rough  logs,  with  the  chinks  between  them  stop- 
ped up  with  mud.  It  was  a  temple  of  night  revel- 
ry ana  debauch,  where  its  votaries  drank  hard  ci- 
der, and,  too  often  for  their  own  good,  became  fad- 
died  !  If,  then,  this  mighty  man— this  premier  at 
the  end  of  the  avenue — aided  by  the  boys,  did  tear 
down  the  consecrated  temple  of  Whigeiy,  he  did 
more  good  than  harm.  He  (Mr.  G!)  applauded 
him  for  the  act.  True,  it  was  a  small  business  for 
such  a  man  to  be  engaged  in;  but  alL  must  admit 
that  it  was  no  less  dignified  an  employment  than 
that  of  assisting  his  friends  to  raise  these  remarka- 
ble edifices. 

He  thought  it  would  be  an  instractive  fact  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  could  they  know  whether 
the  two  hundred  million  project,  darkly  hinted  at 
in  the  Faneuil  Hall  speech,  originated  in  this 
country  or  in  England;  and  also  whether  it  was 
first  conceived  before  or  afler  the  visit  of  that 
mighty  man  to  England  in  1839;  whether  it  was  be- 
fore or  after  he  got  the*  thousand  pounds  for  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  State  credit.  These 
facts  might  be  highly  important  to  the  people,  in 
enabling  them  to  judge  of  themeritsof  the  scheme. 
He  considered  it  as  no  more  nor  less  than  a  project 
lor  the  benefit  of  the  British  fund-mongers,  and  the 
succei^s  of  which  would  crash  this  Republic. 
Once  adopted,  the  Government  could  not  subsist  a 
day.  There  would  be  a  consolidation  of  all  the 
power  of  the  States  in  the  Federal  Government. 
Congress  would  have  taken  upon  itself  to  discharge 
all  tne  debts  created  by  the  extravagance  of  the 
States,  and  the  profligacy  of  their  agents,  without 
the  power  to  restrain  their  propensities  to  farther 
debt  and  scheming  extravagance.  This  would  be 
consolidation  in  its  fullest  sense,  and  woald  break 
up  our  present  form  of  government;  for  the  States 
would  undoubtedly  come  to  their  senses  in  time, 
and  shake  ofif  the  odious  burden  imposed  on  them, 
by  repudiation  or  nullification.  For  himself,  sooner 
than  see  his  own  State  (New  York)  saddled  with 
the  debts  of  other  States,  he  would  resort  at  once 
to  nullification  or  repudiation.  Yes;  he  woal<^ 
rather  repudiate  than  entail  upon  the  people  of  his 
State  debts  created  by  the  spendthrift  propensi- 
ties of  others.  Let  gentlemen  in  Congress  ab- 
stain from  tinkering  the  credit  of  the  States.  Let 
them  preserve  intact,  inviolate,  and  untarnished, 
the  faith  and  credit  of  the  General  Grovernment; 
and,  he  was  willing  to  answer  for  it,  that  would  be 
the  te-st  mode  that  could  be  adopted  to  preserve 
the  credit  of  the  States.  He  could  not  think  of 
any  consideration  which  should  for  one  moment 
influence  Congress  to  assume  the  Stale  debts;  nor 
could  he  see  how,  by  possibility,  the  people  could, 
in  any  shape,  be  benented  by  it.  At  this  very  time, 
the  annual  revenue  of  the  General  Government 
from  customs,  lands,  and  all  sources  combined, 
does  not  amount  to  $15,000,000.  The  annual  ordi- 
nary expenditures  of  the  Government  are  #23,000,- 
000.  The  national  debt  is  now  $26,000,000,  at  an 
annual  interest  of  $1,560,000.  What,  then,  must 
be  our  reliable  sources  of  revenue,  unless  oy  re- 
sorting to  direct  internal  taxation  1  Here,  then, 
with  a  debt  of  $26,000,000  pressing  down  the 
credit  of  the  General  Grovernment,  is  an  annual 
deficit,  afler  exhausting  all  our  income,  and  with- 
out discharging  a  dollar  of  the  principal  of  the 
debt,  of  $9,500,000  to  be  provided  by  increased  taxes, 
in  order  to  save  this  Government  from  repudia- 
tion, disgrace,  and  financial  ruin.  Yet  it  proposed 
to  superadd  to  this  load  of  debt  two  hunclrea  mil- 
lions, by  an  issue  of  bonds  bearing  3  per  cent,  in- 
terest, on  the  baseless  security  of  the  public  lands; 
when  their  proceeds,  all  told,  added  to  the  duties 
on  imports,  fall  more  than  nine  millions  and  a  half 
short  of  the  annual  expenditures!  The  interest 
upon  the^e  two  hundred  millions  is,  of  course, 
to  be  paid  by  means  of  a  direct  lax  upon  the 
pockeis  of  the  people;  for,  to  think  of  paying  it 
wiih  the  customs  and  land  sales,  is  otit  of  the  question. 
Where  would  these  bonds  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment go!  Would  they  go  to  the  people,  to  be  dis- 
tribiued  per  capita  amonc  them,  according  to  agra- 
rian principles?  Not  a  Hollar.  How,  then,  would 
they  be  disposed  of?  The  share  of  each  indebted 
State  would  be  handed  over  to  its  creditors,  and 
the  ^hare  of  the  noa-indebied  Slates  to  their  authori- 
ties, to  stimulate' them  and  iheir  agents  to  the  same 
ruinous  and  reckless  career  of  extravagance  and  J 
wild  scheming  which  would  ineyltably  lead  to  | 


bankruptcy  and  defalcations.  How,  ihea  he  re. 
pealed,  were  ihe  people  to  be  benefited  W  ibu 
$aoO,000,OOOscheme,(even  if  ihisGovemmcntwett 
able  to  meet  the  new  and  heavy  responsMity^ 
whilst  it,  at  the  same  time,  discharged  all  its  other 
duties  and  obligations?— an  undertaking  which  ao 
man  in  his  senses  believed  could  ever  be  perform. 
ed.  Could  the  people,  by  any  possibility,  be  ^^ 
lieved  by  grinding  laxesl  Iftaaatiwwonldpro. 
duce  relief  and  blessings,  then,  indeed,  the  people 
would  be  doubly  blessed!  If  it  is  true  (as  was  coo. 
tended  formerly)  that  a  national  debt  is  a  natioDil 
blessing,  then,  indeed,  will  Ihis  project  confer  that 
blessing  in  a  most  eminent  degree !  In  his  (Mr 
G.'s)  view,  however,  this  scheme,  emaaaiing  as  it 
had  from  the  brains  of  visionary  dreamer?,  would 
produce  blessings  and  "relief  with  a  vengeaocer- 
such  blessings  as  national  discredit  and  iasolTency 
and  such  ^'relief'*  as  practical  repudiation  by  the 
General  Government.  Relief,  indeed!  RelieTmg 
the  people  with  their  own  money  and  credit!  It  was 
a  mockery  to.  talk  of  such  relief. 

But  let  him  turn  to  another  aspect  of  ihe  qQestioo. 
Whether  a  war  with  England  would  be  a  blessiBC 
or  not,  he  could  not  now  undertake  to  say.  He 
did  not  know  but  that  it  would  do  some  good,b]r 
arousing  a  spirit  of  patriotism  in  the  counu-y,  and 
by  enkindling  a  good  feeling  in  i^e  hearts  of  the 
money -making  people,  who  woalcT  not  hesitate  to 
ask  even  a  desecration  of  the  Consiilntion  itself,  if 
therebv  they  could  make  money.  Bat  let  it  be 
conceded  that  a  war  with  England  was  a  blessing 
of  the  most  desirable  kind.  He  did  not  beliere  that 
the  people  of  this  country  would  do  any  improper 
act  to  promote  it.  Let  England  espouse  the  caose 
of  the  Rothschilds,  and  other  foreign  bankers,  ifsbe 
dared;  let  her  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  Nicho- 
las Biddies  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic;  let  her 
make  common  cause  with  them,  and  wage  war  udob 
our  countrv  and  our  Constitution— he  wished  to 
see  the  trial  come  at  once.  He  wished  to  see  the 
strength  and  virtue  of  our  Constitution  testei  He 
wished  to  see  the  heart  and  energies  of  oar  people 
pass  through  the  ordeal  to  which  they  would  be 
subjected.  He  felt  confident  that  all  the  patriotic 
ardor  that  inflamed  the  bosoms  of  our  ancestois 
would  be  at  one  enkindled,  and  that  oar  people 
would  come  out  from  the  contest  unscathed,  loe 
people  G^  this  country,  he  thought,  owed  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  gentleman  from  Massacboaeits 
[Mr.  AdamsJ  for  putting  the  matter  upon  the  foot- 
ing he  had  placed  it.  That  gentleman,  by  tbieaieo* 
ing  war  in  case  of  a  non-payment  of  the  Suie  debts. 
could  not  have  more  effectually  served  the  ends  oi 
those  who  were  opposed  to  assumption.  Indeed, 
he  had  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  thisGovemmeBt, 
without  dishonor,  to  assume  the  Stale  debts  oader 
such  a  menace.  The  gentleman's  speech,  designed 
to  intimidate,  would  be  hereafter  held  upasanap- 
peal  to  the  pride  and  the  martial  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

But  what  was  the  further  tendency  of  ibegentk- 
man's  argnmentl  Why,  that  this  Govemmett  fflost 
necessarily  assume  the  State  debts;  for  it  was  shown 
that  a  State  might  go  on,  ad  VAibm^  cooiracting 
what  debts  she  pleased,  giving  her  bonds  to  for* 
eigners  for  the  amotmt,  and  then  this  Govenmeat 
must  be  dragged  Into  the  payment  of  her  ohiiga- 
lions;  for  a  sinfrle  State  had  in  this  way  the  power 
to  involve  this  Union  in  a  war  with  a  foreign  power, 
notwithstanding  the  power  to  declare  war  was, by 
the  Constitution,  placed,  not  with  the  GoTemin«t 
of  a  State,  but  with  the  Federal  GovemmenL  He 
would  not  discuss  the  validity  of  Mississippi  bonds, 
for  that  subject  had  been  sufficienilv  dL^ossed  on 
this  floor.  He  cared  not  whether  they  were  valid 
or  not,  so  far  as  the  ai^ument  there  was  concerns; 
but  the  idea  that  a  State  might  contract  what  detts 
she  pleased,  and  that  th»  Government  most  pay 
them,  or  assume  her  indebtedness,  was  patting 
this  country  in  the  power  and  at  the  mercy  of  i 
single  State.  Why  be  would  prefer  coosolidatioa 
lo  .fuch  a  state  of  things— he  would  prefer  thai  tJ« 
State  lines  should  be  blotted  out— that  the  whole 
people  of  this  Union,  if  they  were  to  be  comalW 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  repaywent,  sbonkl 
at  least  have  a  voice  in  the  coniractiag  of  *«« 
debts.  He  a»ked  the  House  what  control  iM 
Stale  of  New  York,  which  he  in  part  repre»nw. 
had  either  here  or  at  home,  in  her  State  Legisli- 
ture,  or  by  her  press,  or  her  public  meeiings-or, 
indeed,  in  any  form— over  the  coDtractinf  of  Use 
debts  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  of  Mississippi^ 
of  Pennsylvanial  Those  States  contracted  iWi 
debts  without  conraltation  wiOi  New  Yorr,  »f 
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ras  not  permitted  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject: 
iDd  yet  the  modem  doctrine  which  they  heard 
here  was,  that  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  that 
kate  were  to  be  reached  for  the  repayment  and 
iqaidation  of  those  debts.  Now,  he  would  appeal 
0  the  chairman  of  this  committee  [Mr.  Win: 
'Brof]  as  a  patriot,  as  a  statesman,  ana  as  a  high- 
Qinded  man  from  Massachusetts,  who  had  studied 
he  fathers  of  the  Constitution,  whether  this  wild 
cheme  was  ever  dreamed  of  by  those  revered 
ramers  of  the  charier  of  our  liberties;  and  whether, 
n  the  whole  range  of  their  deliberations,  there  was 
he  least  (>erctptible  leaning  to  such  an  enormous 
)ower  whic)i  now  found  advocates  in  the  venerable 
renilcman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adabss,]  and 
he  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  John- 
iQN,  J  and  some  others. 

But  perhaps  he  had  said  as  much  on  the  Fanueil 
Sail  speech  and  its  tendencies,  as  the  occasion 
irould  justify;  and  he  would  turn  for  a  moment  to 
he  exchequer,  which  was  but  another  emanation 
3f  the  same  brain — the  brain  of  one  who  had  sa^d 
hat,  if  he  understood  anything,  it  was  the  subject 
:>f  finance;  and  that  the  mil  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  not  worth  the  parchment  on 
which  it  was  written,  compared  with  the  mighty 
scheme  of  consolidation  which  he  had  prepared. 
And  what  did -the  scheme  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Odshing]  propose?  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  that  private  individuals  might 
deposite  $10,000,000  in  the  treasury  of  such  ex- 
chequer of  the  United  States:  thereby  withdrawing 
S10,000,000  of  specie,  gold  and  silver,  from  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  receiving,  in  return, 
ten  millions  of  certificates,  which  would  become  its 
circulation.  But  further,  it  provided  that  the 
Government  creditors — the  holders  of  it.^  bonds 
and  obligations  or  treasury  notes — might  receive 
certificates  for  the  amount  of  the  debts  due  to  them 
by  the  United  States,  to  a  -like  amount  of  910,000,- 
000;  thus  making  the  issue  of  certificates  equal  to 
$20,000,000  if  this  latter  provision  be  observed, 
being  but  a  modification  or  the  former  one;  a  re- 
ceiving of  the  debt  due  to  the  public  creditor,  and 
a  returning  of  it  to  the  treasury,  and  receiving,  as 
in  the  case  of  a  private  depositor,  certificates  for 
the  sum  deposited.  Thus,  tnen,  they  had  $^20,000,- 
000  of  specie  drawn  from  the  circulation  of  the 
country,  and  paper  certificates  substituted.  And 
yet  even  this  was  not  all;  for  the  mints  had  an  un- 
limited power  to  receive  foreign  coin,  and  to  issue 
certificates  ior  the  coin  so  received.  But  further 
still;  the  exchequer  board  was  to  be  authorized  to 
sell  bills  of  exchange,  also  to  an  unlimited  amount, 
at  a  premium  of  not  exceeding  2  per  cent.  And 
for  what  purpose,  he  would  ask,  was  all  this  to  be 
donel  It  was  certainly  not  to  add  to  the  circula- 
tion of  the  country;  for  every  dollar  of  the  great 
amounts  he  had  enumerated  was  taken  from  the 
circulating  medium,  for  which  the  paper  certifi- 
cates were  to  be  substituted.  They  were  thus  to 
take  the  gold  and  silver  from  circulation,  and  sup- 
ply the  place  of  it  with  paper,  that  this  Govern- 
ment might  become  the  depository  of  the  funds  of 
individuals  to  the  amount  of  millions,  for  which 
this  Government  would  become  responsible. 

When  the  sub-treasury  was  under  considera- 
tion, a  standing  objection  raised  by  the  opposition 
to  it  was,  that  It  would  hoard  the  specie  of  the 
country  in  the  vaults  of  the  treasury,  so  far  as 
revenues  of  the  Government  went—which,  as  all 
knew,  were  in  a  constant  .course  of  receipt  and 
payment.    Now,  by  the  exchequer,  this  objection 
IS  doubled^    It  applies  with  double  fdrce  to  that 
scheme:   for  it  is  not  only  proposed  to  hoard  the 
specie  derived  from  customs  and  the  public  lands, 
but  also  the  coin  owned  by  private  individuals. 
The  specie  in  the  United  States  is  estimated  at  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred  millions,  including  that  in 
the  vaults  of  the  banks.    This  amount,  too,  goes  on 
increasing  in  proportion,  and  the  banks  go  out  of 
existence.    Nothing  is  clearer,  better  ascertained, 
or  more  generally  understood,  than  that  coin  dis- 
appears in  proportion  as  paper  circulates,  and  re- 
tarns  to  form  the  circu*ating  medium  as  soon  as 
paper  is  withdrawn  from  it.    The  pVocess  is  sim- 
ple.  The  banks  isiue  their  paper,  for  which  they 
receive  coin.    They  then  export  this  coin  from  the 
country,  to  be  sold  as  bullion — an  article  of  mer- 
chandise.   When  the  banks  are  called  on  to  re- 
deem their  notes,  they  susnend.  and  blow  up— a 
consequence  not  to  be  wondered  at  by  those  who 
have  viewed  their  operations.    A  return  from  pa- 
per to  specie  circulation  is  attended  with  pressure, 
i&d  in  many  casea  baakniptcy.    It  li  the  crisis  in 
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monetaiy  affairs,  like  the  crisis  in  the  sick  man's 
disease,  from  wiiich  dates  the  commencement  of 
returning  health. 

Such  is  substantially  our  present  condition.  Such 
is  the  modfus  operandi  by  which  the  circulation  of 
the  country  has  been  despoiled  of  its  c«in.  Take, 
for  example,  the  State  of  Ohio.  Its  banks  have  ex- 
pelled the  gold  and  silver  which  would  have  natu- 
rally^  flowed  into  it,  and  remained  in  the  channels 
of  circulation.  That  great  State  is  now  leA  vastly 
short  of  its  share  of  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  commercial  world.  It  has  been  reduced  vastly 
below  its  value  by  the  operation  of  a  false  banking 
system.  Currency  is  to  be  measured  by  its  value, 
and  not  by  its  quantity.  A  paper  currency  is  worth 
the  amount  of  specie  it  rests  on  as  a  basis,  and  no 
more.  You  cannot  enhance  the  value  of  the  cur- 
rency by  floods  of  paper,  no  matter  how  much  be 
issued,  beyond  what  would  be  a  due  share  of  the 
gold  and  silver  of  the  trading  nations;  on  the  con- 
trary, such  a  course  would  greatly  depreciate  and 
reduce  it.  Like  water,  currency  will  find  its  own 
level;  and,  but  for  banks  and  paper  contrivances, 
would  equalize  itself  all  over  the  civilized  world,  in 
the  ratio  of  the  population  and  trade  of  each  com- 
mercial nation.  Banks,  like  dams  in  the  river, 
obstruct  the  influx  of  specie,  prevent  the  flow  of  its 
current,  divert  it  from  its  natural  channels,  and 
drive  it  from  the  circulation  of  countries  where 
they  are  permitted  to  exist,  to  other  countries  where 
they  are  not.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that 
the  paper  system  of  the  United  States  has  depre- 
ciated the  standard  of  value  belonging  to  gold  and 
silver  coin  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as 
here  at  home;  at  the  same  time  that  it  has  not,  to  the 
same  txtent,  increased  the  circulating  medium,  by 
superadding  to  the  general  amount  in  as  great  a 
degree  as  it  forced  the  gold  and  silver  coin  of  this 
into  other  countries.  The  efiect  has  been  the  same 
as  if  an  equal  amount  of  gold  and  silver  had  been 
suddenly  dug  up  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
coined,  and  placed  in  the  channels  of  circulation; 
thereby  swelling  the  streams  above  their  banks, 
and  overflowing  the  land.  To  his  mind,  nothing 
could  be  more  palpable  than  the  truth  of  these  posi- 
tions. 

Great  indeed  are  the  advantages  which  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  a  specie  country  have,  in  their 
commercial  intercourse,  over  those  of  a  country 
whose  currency  is  paper !  Let  those  advantages  be 
rightly  understood,  and  the  baseless  paper  policy 
must  go  down  forever  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets. 
The  specie  country  sells  to  the  paper  country  by  the 

f taper  measure,  which  is  marked  too  high.  The 
atter,  deceived  as  to  the  eapacity  of  its  own  meas- 
ure, buys  less  than  it  pays  for,  and  supposed  it  was 
contracting  to  receive.  The  people  of  the  specie 
country  sell  at  paper  prices,  and  receive  their  pay 
in  specie.  This  specie — although ,  by  the  operation 
of  the  paper  system,  depreciated  in  the  country 
where  that  system  is  carried  out— when  trans- 
ferred to  a  country  where  specie  dealings  are  uni- 
versal, rises  to  its  true  level,  as  fixed  and  esi- 
mated  by  the  opinion  of  the  world.  It  is  thus  that 
the  people  of  specie  countries  find  it  to  be  their  in- 
terest to  exchange  their  products  for  our  gold  and 
silver,  and  keep  up  an  artificial  drain  upon  us. 
Of  course  the  whole  operation  is  to  our  prejudice, 
and  for  tne  benefit  of  foreigners— leaving  a  con- 
tinual balance  of  trade  against  us. 

As  to  the  exchequer,  he  would  not  say  it  would 
operate  in  the  same  manner  as  the  banks,  should 
it  ever  remain  unchanged,  unmodifitd,  and  un- 
amended, and  perform  its  functions  as  claimed  by 
its  friends.  But  would  it  always  remain  In  iis 
present  fonni  And  even  if  it  could  be  permitted 
so  t(  remain,  what  euaranty  had  the  people  that  it 
would  perform  all  its  functions  in  the  ^ame  admi 
rable  manner  claimed  for  it  by  its  friends'?  He 
despaired  of  seeing  these  objects  attained.  He 
could  but  regard  it  as  the  entering  wed^etoihe 
final  admission  of  the  power  and  universal  preva- 
lence of  hank  paper  in  the  business  of  the  country, 
throughout  all  its  ramifications.  He  could  not  con- 
sent s(  to  shape  the  action  of  the  Government  as 
to  dictate  a  paper  policy  to  all  the  business  trans- 
actions of  thf  people,  and  thereby  direct  their  fate 
and  destiny.  This  view  of  the  question  was  itself 
an  objection  to  one  and  all  of  the  exchequer  schemes 
whicnhad  been  proposed;  for  it  seemed  the  friends 
of  an  exchequer  could  not  all  agree  about  the  ex> 
cheqdcr  which  ought  to  he  adopted  by  Congress. 

How,  he  asked,  was  the  proposed  exchequer  in- 
leiided  to  operate!  Not  to  collect  and  export  spe- 
ei^^^^as  the  bonks  always  have,  and  ever  will  find  it 


to  their  interest  to  do,  although  the  country  be 
brought  to  insolvency  by  the  operation.  It  processed 
to  collect,  and  hoard  in  its  own  vaults,  all  the  spe- 
cie of  the  United  States;  and  to  circulate,  in  place  of 
this  specie,  an  equal  amount  of  paper  certificates. 
How  would  the  country  gain  by  the  operation'^ 
Nothing  would  be  added  to  the  currency;  nothing 
contributed  to  public  or  private  enterprise;  no  stim- 
ulus given  to  business;  nothing  gained  by  anybodv, 
or  by  any  branch  of  industry,  except  the  mere  avoid- 
ance of  the  expense  of  iransmitting/pecie  from  place 
to  place — an  advantage  more  than  counterpoised  by 
the  loss  of  confidence  which  the  precious  metals 
must,  and  ever  will,  command  over  every  descrip- 
tion of  paper,  no  matter  how  well  secured.  As  to 
the  superior  cheapnei^s  of  the  excheauer  in  trans- 
mitting funds,  such  a  thing  could  not  be  well  estab- 
lished. The  exchequer  must  charge  as  much  as 
the  cost  of  transportation  and  insurance  of  specie. 
There  could  be  no  diflerence  in  the  price  charged 
by  the  exchequer,  and  that  by  private  individuals 
and  dealers  m  money  and  excnanges.  If  the  ex- 
chequer should  charge  more,  it  would,  of  course,  be 
underbid  by  brokers,  and  patronized  by  no  one.  If 
It  should  charge  less,  it  would,  of  course,  have  more 
business  than  it  could  accomplish,  and  would  be- 
come a  heavy  charge  upon  the  Government. 

The  effect  of  hoarding  the  specie  of  the  country 
in  the  vaults  of  the  exchequer,  would  be  to  incite 
and  encourage  embezzlement.  It  would,  he  thought, 
be  putting  too  much  money  under  the  control  of 
Government  officers,  and  subjecting  them  to  too 
strong  temptations.  It  would  be  rendering  them 
liable  to  the  same  temptations  to  which  bank  offi- 
cers in  this  country  had  offered  so  little  resistance. 
In  spite  of  bonds,  and  penalties,  and  oaths,  em- 
bezzlement would  be  committed,  and  the  United 
States  Government  saddled  with  the  responsibility 
of  making  good  vast  amounts  of  private  funds 
received  by  it  in  its  capacity  of  dealer  in  ex- 
changes. Who  were  to  have  the  keeping  of  these 
public  and  private  deposites,  mixed  together  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  specie  in  the  United  States,  and 
coequal  with  the  currency  of  a  great  commercial* 
peoplel  This  pregnant  question  was  answered  by 
the  previsions  of  the  plan  itself.  Let  gentlemen 
turn  to  the  three  first  sections,  and  they  would 
find  there  a  new  and  unnecessary  class  of  public 
officers  to  manage  private  funds — all  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Executive,  and  increasing  the  al- 
ready too  much  extended  influence  of  the  Execu- 
tive. Yes;  a  large  class  of  men  are  to  be  paid  ex- 
orbitant salaries  out  of  the  public  treasury,  for 
managing  the  transmission  of  private  funds  I  The 
plan  is  to  go  into  operation  with  one  commissioner, 
one  principal  clerk,  ten  assistants,  eleven  registers, 
and  their  twenty  clerks  at  the  board  in  Washing- 
ton, and  their  agencies  in  the  States  where  the 
money  is  to  be  kept.  All  this  force  is  to  be  added 
to  the  regular  force  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
And  this  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  scheme! 
Where  it  would  end,  if  adopted,  the  Lord  only 
knows. 

The  amount  of  specie  brought  into  the  exche- 
quer would  beeoual  to  the  amount  of  the  currency 
of  the  country,  should  the  system  work  as  its  friends 
claim  that  it  will;  its  object  being  to  furnish  a  pa- 
per currency  of  equal  value  through  the  country. 
Its  design  is  to  supply  the  place  of  a  United  States 
bank,  since  that  institution  has  become  an  *'ob5c* 
leie  idea."  It  Is  intended  to  fill  with  its  certificates 
and  drafts,  that  space  which  was  once  filled  by  the 
notes,  draAs,  and  credits  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
Such  is  the  amount  proposed  to  be  intrusted  to 
the  hands  of  officers  of  the  United  States  on  pri- 
vate account,  and  the  Government  itself  responsi* 
ble!  And  for  what  object  and  endl  In  order  that 
the  specie  of  the  country  may  be  drawn  from  cir- 
culation paper  promises  to  pay  and  certificates  are  to 
be  issued  to  fill  the  vacuum;  and  the  people  familiar- 
ized to  the  use  of  paper,  until  they  regard  it  as  cash 
of  intrinsic  value — tnereby  paving  the  way  for  the 
triumph  of  paper-money  schemes  and  the  ascend- 
ency of  the  moneyed  ariMocracy.  The  history 
of  this  class,  in  our  own  as  well  as  in  other  coun- 
tries, proves  that  they  will  never  rest  satisfied  until 
they  snail  have  gained  a  control  over  all  the  wealth, 
labor,  and  hard  earnings  of  the  producing  classes. 
They  will  not  be  contented  until  they  have  revived 
the  credit  system,  which  but  recently  exploded,  and 
left  the  people  in  the  lowest  depths  of  indebtedness 
and  distress.  Let  the  country,  he  besought,  be 
delivered  from  the  curse  of  these  schemes,  and  from 
the  fatuity  and  recklessness  of  the  party  which 
came  into  power  in  1840  by  the  most  ubt^ 
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«lkled  and   disgraceful   means  ever  resorted  to 
in  the  lon^  anntds  of  political  corruption!    Every 
patriot  might   well  look  with  apprehension   and 
alarm  upou  the  blot  which  he  feared  was  beginning 
to  appear  upon  the  hitherto  fair  escutcheon  of  our 
country,    ^e  had  still  some  hope  that  the  eyes  of 
the  blind  dupes  would  be  opened  to  the  wiles  of  the 
schemers  who  were  making  them  instrumental  in 
subjugating  the  masses  to  the  idle  and  listless  mil- 
lionaires, who  contrive  to  grow  richer  and  richer 
day  by  day,  from  the  toil  and  sweat  of  other  men's 
brows.    Let  the  people  drink  deeply  at  the  well- 
springs  of  knowledge.    Let  them   Qualify   them- 
selves to  govern   with   wisdom  and  moderation. 
XiCt  them  learn  (and  they  must  learn  it  sooner  or 
later)  to  "let  well  enough  alone,"  and  cease  tinker- 
ing the  immutable  laws  of  commerce  and   cur- 
rency— laws  which  are  founded  upon  the  nature  of 
man,  and  are  as  little  capable  of  oeing  altered  by 
human  legislation  as  the  laws  of  matter.   Let  them 
profit  by  the  bitter  experience  ihcy  have  learned, 
and  henceforth  know  that  it  would  be  as  impossible 
ior  Government  to  discover  the  philosopher's  stone, 
or  invent  a  machine  of  perpetual   motion,  as  to 
convert  paper  into  gold  and  silver,  or  make  "prom- 
ises to  pay"  equivalent  in  all  respects  to  solid  coin, 
^ever  has  man,  with  all  his  ingenuitv,  with  all  his 
talent  at  invention,  with  all  his  wonderful  discov- 
eries in  science  and  in  art,  been  able  to  counter- 
feit the  precious  metals,  and  elude  speedy  detection. 
The  precious  metals  have  an  intrinsic  value,  apart 
from  their  value  as  a  circulating  medium.    Paper 
is,  at  best,  but  a  representative  of  value,  and  which 
may  prove  to  be  as  baseless  and  visionary  as  the 
man  in  the  moon.    A  statesman  should  as  soon 
think  of  catching  the  will-o'-the-wisp  of  the  marsh, 
or  the  evanescent  colors  of  the  gorgeous  rainbow, 
as  of  attempting  to  make  anjrthing  else  answer  the 
exact  purposes  of  gold  and  silver. 

The  earth  teems  with  wealth,  and  Heaven  has 
decreed  that  it  shall  only  be  realized  by  labor. 
Let  Qovemment  confine  itself  within  its  proper 
sg^ere  of  protecting  and  securing  the  fruits  of  hon- 
est labor  to  each  and  every  man  m  the  community, 
drawing  the  line  between  meum  and  tuwny  and  pun- 
ishing all  invasions  on  private  ri^ht.  Let  it  do 
this,  and  it  will  have  discharged  all  its  domestic  du- 
ties to  the  people.  Further  interference  in  their 
private  afiairs  would  be  more  like  usurpation  and 
oppression,  than  any  pretended  protection. 

The  present  has  been  eoophatically  a  Congress 
of  schemin j^  experiments.  There  have  been  pro- 
posed, as  svnt  qua  lums,  the  two  bank  bills  which 
were  vetoed  by  the  President,  differing  from  each 
other  and  every  other;  the  exchequer  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  the  exchequer  of  the  select 
committee,  [Mr.  CnsmMo's;]  the  bill  of  Governor 
Pope,  which  is  the  scheme  of  a  great  bank  based 
on  the  public  lands;  the  bill  of  Mr.  Everett  of 
Vermont;  the  bill  of  Mr.  Barnard;  and  last,  though 
not  least,  the  two  hundred  million  scheme  of  Qov- 
emment stock,  which  is  the  joint  ofispring  of  the 
Barings  in  England,  the  Secretary  of  Sftate,  and  an 
lionorable  member  of  Congress  from  Maryland. 
All  these  bubbles  have  appeared  and  disappeared 
in  rapid  succession,  and,  like  the  baseless  fabric  of 
a  vision,  have  leil  nothing  behind.  They  and  their 
fate  reminded  him  of  the  ill-starred  extra  session 
of.  1841 — every  measure  of  which  had  been  re- 
pealed by  the  same  Congress,  and  nothing  of  which 
now  lemained  on  the  statute  books,  except  the 
mere  appropriation  bills.  Discordant  in  princi- 
ple, crudely  conceived,  impracticable  of  adoption, 
and  wanting  the  confidence  and  respect  of  even  a 
majority  of  the  party  whence  they  emanated,  they 
are  ihe  fruits  of  all  the  labors  of  the  majorities 
here  and  in  the  Senate  during  the  three  sessions  of 
the  27ih  Congress;  and  most  truly  do  they  reflect 
the  composition  of  the  'candle-ends,  cheese-parings, 
rag'tag-and-bobcail" party,  which  came  into  power 
by  (he  eruption  of  1840,  and  which  was  so  graphi- 
cally described  b^  the  distinguished  gentleman  of 
that  party,  [Mr.  J.  C.  Clark,]  who  but  a  short  time 
since  addressed  the  committee.  As  it  was  the  first, 
sQ^it  was  to  be  hoped,  it  would  be  the  last  Whig 
Congress  ever  convened  here!  The  present  gen- 
eration  must  pass  away  before  the  same  fantastic 
tricks  can  be  again  played  off  with  success.  The 
people,  who  were  told  that  a  "change"  would  be  no 
worse  for  them,  and  who  heeded  the  insidious  ad- 
vice, will  not  soon  again  turn  a  listening  ear  to  their 
deceivers.     They  have  learned  with  sorrow  their 

Sreat  mistake,  and  will  not  permit  themselves  to  be 
uped  a  second  time.    In  tracing  the  history  of  th is 
party,  Qihe  like  of  which  never  existed,)  the  faithful  , 


chronicler  will  date  its  origin  from  the  modem 
credit  system,  which  immediately  preceded  it,  and 
which  poisoned  and  corrupted  the  public  morals  by 
its  gambling,  reckless,  unregulated  spirit. 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  McDUFFIE, 

OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

In  SenaU,  FebrvAty  20,  1843.— The  following 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  McDuffib  coming 
up  in  order,  viz: 

Rfolved,  Ttwt  Uie  GoTernment  of  the  United  Buom  has  no 
constitutional  power  to  amame  the  debts  contracted  by  the 
States  for  their  own  propet  purposes,  by  the  Issue  of  stoclc, 
whatever  fund  may  be  pledged  for  the  payment  of  ibe  Intsreit 
or  principal. 

KMolvid,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  Goyaramem  ihua  to 
aaaume  the  aforesaid  debts. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  it  was  not  his  design, 
when  he  presented  these  resolutions,  to  have  offered 
a  single  remark,  with  the  purpose  ofenforeingthe 
doctrines  they  declare,  fiut,  as  he  perceived  thai 
the  Senate  was  not  vet  full,  he  would  avail  himself 
of  the  occasion  to  submit  one  ortwo  views  to  its  con- 
sideration. And,  in  the  first  place,  he  asked,  bad 
Congress  the  constitutional  power  to  carry  into 
execution  the  scheme  to  which  these  resolutions 
relatel  This  was  the  first  and  most  important 
question;  and,  in  regard  to  that  qu^tion,  he  con- 
fessed the  veiy  great  surprise  with  which  he  heard 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  over  the  way.  [Mr 
Crittbudbn,]  when  particularly  interrogated  as  to 
his  opinion  of  the  question  of  constitutional  power, 
declare,  that  though  he  disclaimed  all  obligation  on 
the  part  of  Congress  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  States, 
and  could  not  now  conceive  of  an  emergency 
which  would  justify  their  assumption,  yet  he  must 
say  that  Congress  was  not  prohibited  from  such 
an  exercise  of  power.  Mr.  McDuffie  said  he 
wa»the  more  surprised  at  such  a  remark  as  com- 
ing from  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
who,  he  was  sure,  was  politically  educated  under 
those  sound  constitutional  doctrines  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  were  promulgatrdbv  Ken- 
tucky in  IBOO.  Mr.  McD.  asked  the  Senator  if 
those  great  doctrines  were  to  be  reversed;  and  if, 
instead  of  looking  to  the  express  grants  of  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  powers  of  Congress,  we  were  to 
assume  all  those  which  were  not  expressly  pro- 
hibited. 

[Mr.  Crittenden  asked  leave  to  explain  the  re- 
marks alluded  to.  What  he  meant  to  sav  was,  (as 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks  would  show,)  that 
he  was  unwilling  to  to  expreis  an  opinion  at  that 
time  as  to  the  power  of  Congress.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  say  that  Congress  could  exercise  any 
powers,  except  such  as  were  expressly  granted,  or 
which  were  implied  as  necessaiy  to  carry  express 
grants  of  power  into  effect.] 

Mr.  McDoFFiE  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  ex- 
planation of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  en- 
tirely concurred  in  the  principles  of  construction 
he  now  laid  down,  and  was  sure  they  must  con- 
demn the  assumption  of  power  now  under  con- 
sideration. But  he  would  proceed  to  show  (as  he 
flattered  himself  he  could  do,  most  conclusively) 
that  not  only  was  there  no  grant  in  the  Constitution 
giving  the  least  color  of  ri|?ht  to  exercise  this  pow 
er;  but  that  the  only  grant  in  Ihe  Constitution,  hav 
ing  relation  to  the  subject,  contained  an  express 
prohibition  against  such  an  exercise  of  power,  as 
plain  and  positive  as  human  languasfe  could  make  it. 
Now,  what,  he  asked,  was  proposed  to  be  done?  and 
what  were  the  powers  practically  involved  in  the 
scheme  of  assuming  the  State  debts'?  He  bt'gged 
Senators  to  realize  the  true  effect  and  character  of 
the  measure,  and  not  to  be  deluded  by  a  mere  empty 
form.  The  stock  proposed  to  be  issued,  it  was 
true,  was  to  be  sustained,  in  part,  by  a  pledge  of 
the  income  derived  from  the  public  lands;  but  it 
would  be  a  gross  delusion  to  suppose  that  the  whole 
credit  and  resources  of  the  Gtovemment  were  not 
also  as  fully  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the 
proposed  stocK,  as  if  no  particular  fund  were 
pledgred.  The  very  act  of  assumption  extinguished 
the  State  debts,  and  created  a  Federal  debt  to  the 
same  extent.  Now,  what  were  the  powers  involved 
in  doing  all  ihisi  He  answered,  the  whole  money 
power  of  the  Government— borrowing  money, 
levying  taxes,  and  appropriating  the  revenue  de- 
rived from  these  .««ources.  Yes,  sir,  the  whole  of 
this  greatest  of  all  the  powers  of  Congress  was  to  be 
called  in  requisition  to  execute  the  proposed  scheme 
and,  he  would  add,  no  other  power  whatever. 
And  he  would  now  ask,  if  there  was  not,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  a  limitation  as 


clear  and  distinct  as  language  could  make  it 
amounting  to  an  express  prohibition  of  the  pro! 
posed  a^sumplion^  The  clause  of  the  CooJitii. 
lion  which  clothes  Congress  with  the  power  of 
raising  revenue,  expressly  limits  this  power  to  the 
objects  of  *  *providhig  for  the  compion  defence  and 
general  W€\f^Ye  of  me  Unittd  Sizxts."  Nov  life 
remarkable  that  these  words  of  limitation  which 
have  been  made  the  prolific  source  of  aD  doubtfoi 
and  construct  ivepowers,  should  thus  place  a  decided 
negative  upon  this  most  roonMrous  of  all  the 
assumptions  of  Federal  power  ever  aitempieii 
For,  if  the  payment  of  oets  contracted  by  the 
sepataU  Slates,  fbr  their  own  proper  purposts^  can  be 
drawn  by  cotistruction  within  the  scope  of  the 
terms  "comtnon  defence  aud  general  welfere 
of  the  United  States,'*  language  tnust  have  totally 
changed  its  meaning:,  abd  we  had  as  well  throw 
aside  the  Constitution  at  once,  as  worse  than  use- 
lees.  As  it  thus  appeared  to  him  strlkini^fy  dear 
that  the  powers  involved  in  the  exectiiloa  of  the 
proposed  scheme  were  positively  prohibited  by  an 
express  limUatidn,he  irould  not  further  occupy  the 
lime  of  the  Senate  in  attempting  to  make  that  plain- 
er,  which  is  as  plain  as  language  can  maite  it. 
We  are  thus  fsaia  Mr.  MeD^.)  arrested  at  the  ytry 
threshuld^  and  all  those  who  concur  with  me  in 
the  opinion  that  the  measure  in  question  is  plainly 
and  expressly  unconstitutional,  must  also  agree 
that  any  law  of  Congress,  in  exeeutioii  of  it,  an4 
every  act  done  under  such  law,  would  be  now  and 
forever  destitute  of  all  binding  obligation,  and,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  null  and  void.  It  woald 
be  utterly  impossible  to  pledge  (he  faith  of  this 
Qovemment  to  any  contract  thus  made,  withooi 
any  shadow  of  authority,  and  in  open  defiance  of 
the  express  words  of  the  Constitution. 

But  suppose  (said  he)  that,  by  some  strained  con- 
struction, we  cou*d  get  rid  of  this  express  limiia- 
lion,  and  also  of  the  no  fess  conclusive  objectioo 
that  there  is  no  grant  of  such  a  power  in  the  Consti- 
tution:  yet,  when  we  come  to  -look  into  the  pracii* 
cal  working  of  the  proposed  assumption,  it  will  be 
seen  so  totally  to  invert  all  the  principles  of  the 
Qovemment,  and  destroy  the  responsibility  which 
sustains  and  controls  our  whole  political  system, 
State  and  Federal,  as  to  render  its  unconstitutional- 
ity palpable,  independently  of  the  want  of  an  ex- 
press  grant,  and  the  existence  of  an  express  limita- 
tion. The  result  of  the  proposed  scheme  was  to 
make  this  ^Qovemment  tax-gatherer  for  the  States; 
and  to  give  the  funds,  thus  collected,  to  the  GoTern- 
ments  of  the  respective  States,  to  be  expended  bf 
them  at  pleasure,  either  in  payment  of  their  debts 
or  in  executing  new  and  extravagant  schemes  of 
internal  improvement.  I  beg  the  aitention  of  the 
Senate  (said  Mr.  McD.)  to  this  view  of  the  sobjeci, 
as  it  clearly  shows  that  the  State  Qovernments  wiU 
have  the  expenditure  of  this  immense  fand,withoQt 
any  responsibility  to  those  who  will  havetopavihc 
taxes— the  people  of  the  United  Sutes.  Thus^sir, 
the  State  Qoveraments  are  to  be  wholly  exempted 
from  the  essential  check  of  responsibility  in  a  mat- 
ter which  most  of  all  demands  it— the  discretion- 
ary expenditure  of  public  money  on  works  ol  in- 
ternal improvement.  Qreater  temptations  and 
greater  facilities  could  not  be  offered  for  a  conapi 
system  of  favoritism  and  extra vagancef 

And,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  il  we  will  but  look  into 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  money  obtained 
for  the  State  stocks  we  are  called  upon  to  as- 
sume has  been  expended,  and  the  extraordinary 
popular  delusion  under  which  it  was  applied  to  the 
construction  of  wild  schemes  of  internal  improv^ 
ment,  we  shall  be  impressively  admonished  of  the 
madness  and  folly  of  the  proposed  assumption.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  two  hundred  millions  of 
foreign  capital  were  brought  into  the  coumrr. 
While  this  enormous  amount  of  money  was  in  the 
progress  of  accumulation,  it  was  like  a  shower  of 
gold  poured  oiu  upon  the  States,  totally  deranging 
the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country*;  and  the  natural 
effect  of  which  was  to  eahance^the  price  of  every- 
thing to  the  extreme  point  of  inflation.  And  it  may 
not  be  inappropriate  to  remark  here,  that  the  im- 
portation of  this  immense  amount  of  foreign  capi- 
tal contributed,  not  less  than  the  expansion  of  our 
bank  circulation,  to  produce  the  revulsion  and  dis- 
tresses under  which  we  are  now  suffering.  Indeed, 
it  largely  aided  in  producing  that  expansion.  Du- 
ring the  period  to  which  I  have  referred,  (said  he,) 
a  perfect  delirium  prevailed.  Men  acted  as  ifihey 
were  under  the  influence  of  a  stimulating  draught. 
All  responsibility  in  the  expendiiure  of  this  borroweri 
money  was  destroyed^  ana  it  would  be  seen  that  th« 
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fkAh  (Sbv^m&efats/kkfd  alt  tbefiragebts  employed  ia 
eirrfio^  oh  thetf  Hird^i^  of  imferna}  impr&vemetit, 
abi«ff'(iVfii9i*)y  lidiflhe  knbn^  thty  vrere  expending: 
WW  raine#doim  from  tli6  beaveas,  and  the  sibower 
V0ald  tast  forager.  The  eonseqnence  of  this  ani- 
letsA  eibiteaient  and  deliriam  was  a  system  of 
uBOXM^eid  extravagance  and  waste/ caasisg  the 
workg  executed  to  cost  three,  four,  or  five  timeM  as 
oiQch  as  it  would  now  cost  to  comtruct  them. 
And!,  (said  Mr.  McD.)  I  will  venture  the  opinion, 
that/ at  this  moment,  there  is  no  prudent  man—even 
if  one  could  be  found  having  the  requisite  capital — 
who  would  accept^  as  a  ^ft,  nine-ienihs  of  the 
work^  made  with  this  borrowed  capital,  if  he  were 
bound,  bf  the  terms  of  the  gift,  to  keep 
tbaki  up.  Th^y  Would  not  pay  expenses; 
and'  <li»  amncy  appended  aaust  be  regarded  as 
sunk  aodd  ioat  forever.  And  here  1  canaot  but 
express -an  c^inion  I  have  long  emertained,  and 
which  the  occaaioB  forcibly  suggests— that,  for  all 
eovecoznents,  the  facuUy  of  borrowing  money,  and 
funding  the  debt,  is  one  of  the  most  unfortunate 
discoveries  ev^  made  in  political  economy;  and 
thaii,  for  the  Slates  of  this  Union,  all  should  now 
unite  in  deploring  its  existence.  And  now,  (^^aid 
he,)  when  the  States  have  just  waked  up  from  this 
fatal  d**liriom,  to  survey,  in  soberness,  the  embar- 
raajntenc  and  ruin  that  surroand  them,  is  it  proper 
thae  wie^  by  the  monsiroua  schene  proposed,  should 
admittistei*  to  them  a|raiii  the  same  bewildering 
dode^  ptddueing  Ihe  same  disaaleE:l7  It  is  perfectlv 
C'.eai'  thai  ihe;priictteal  operation  of  the  scheme  will 
be  toplaoe  another  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Slate  Governments,  to  be  used 
by,  thes^,  without  any  responsibility  to  the  people  of 
the  ITnited  States,  who  must  pay  the  taxes  by  which 
this  money  is  to  be  raised.  Now,  is  it  not  obvi- 
ous, thitt,  IT  the  State  Oovernments  were  held  to  a 
separate  responsibility;  by  requiring  each  to  raise, 
by  taxes  iiiiposed  on  its  own  constiiuenb,the  moAey 
necorfssry  to  pay  its  own  debts,  and  execute  its  own 
im|troVeiMats,'^the  only  effective  check  upon  the 
caQbravAgMue  of  Qoivemaiient,  which  human  wisdom 
ha^jcfovised^  wottM  be  brought  into  active  operation? 
Whim  evary  citizen  of  the  State  knows  and  fetls 
that  He  pajs  his  fall  proportion  of  every  dollar  ex- 
pended, then,  and  not  till  then,  will  he  hold  his  rep- 
resentative and  his  executive  agents  to  a  rigorous 
accountability. 

And  now,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  a  few  words  on  the 
naked  question  of  expediency.  And  here  I  must 
ask  the  projectors  oijhis  grand  scheme  of  delu- 
sion what  is  the  great  fhvor  we  should  confer  upon 
the  States  by  its  £joption1  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Mrrrick]  had  been  pleased  to 
speak  oftne  paternal  character  of  this  Qovemment 
in  itS'Teffltfon  to  the  States,  and  the  obligations  in- 
cident ta  that  character.  The  duties  of  a  paternal 
govern  nnent!  Mr.  President,  this  is  not  the  first 
time,  by  many  hundreds,  that  I  have  heard  this 
language  useo  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  When- 
ever Congress  was  called  upon  to  do  any  wrong — 
whenever  an  outrage  was  about  to  be  perpetrated 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people— it  was  always  at- 
tempted to  cover  and  consecrate  it  by  assuming 
this  paternal  character.  It  was  a  remark  of  Junius, 
(which  I  do  not  repeat  as  approving  his  particular 
application  of  it,)  "that  whenever  a  Scotchman 
smiled  in  his  face,  he  involnntarilv  put  his  hand  on 
his  pocket."  Now  I  must  remark,  that  whenever 
I  hear  the  paternal  character  of  this  Government 
iavoked,  i  involuntarily  pnt  my  hand  upon  my 
pocket,  suspecting  some  secret  design  of  legislative 
mjustice  and  plunder.  And  what,  I  ask,  is  the 
practical  character  and  effect  of  measures  profess- 
ing to  give  money  to  the  Statesl  Do  gentlemen 
aim  to  inculcate  upon  the  people  of  the  States  the 
idolatrous  idea,  that  this  Government  (as  if  some 
godlike  power)  is  endowed  with  inherent  wealth, 
or  some  supernatural  alchemic  process  of  creating 
money,  not  derived  from  the  people  themselvesi 
And  were  they,  like  children,  to  be  deluded  into  the 
belief  that  Congress,  by  these  inherent  self-created 
measures,  were  about  to  relieve  their  pecuniary 
embarrassfnentsl  All  this  tended  to  induce  the 
people  to  bow  down  and  worship  this  Qovem- 
ment, as  the  Persians  worshipped  the  sun.  God  for- 
bid that  this  tendencv,  to  which  all  communities 
are  but  loo  prone,  should  be  countenanced  or  en- 
couraged by  any  measures  of  ours. 

Let  tts  meet  the  question  fairly,  and  expose  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  measure  plainly  to  the 
people.  Every  power  we  exercisd,  and  every  dol- 
lar We  possess,  must  be  derived  from  the  people  of 
Aos$  verjr  States  to  whom  wc  affect  to  manifest 


such  paternal  munificence,  in  giving  them  back 
what  we  have  taken  from  tnem  already,  or  imposed 
on  ourselves  the  obligation  to  do  so  hereafler;  de- 
ducting, howeVer,  what  has  stuck  to  the  fingers  of 
a  host  or  oAcers,  or  fallen  by  the  wayside,  in  the 
double  process  of  collecting  and  giving  back  the 
mon^. 

Since,  then,  we  have  nothing  (o  give  the  people, 
and  are,  in  fact,  dependent  upon  them,  and  the  reve- 
nue drawn  from  their  labor,  for  the  very  bread  we 
eat^as  their  representatives  here,  let  us  realize  the 
fact,  (as  the  people  certainly  will,)  that  lor  every  dol- 
lar we  may  seem  to  give  the  States,  in  one  form, 
we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  from 
them  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  (including 
the  expenses  of  collecting  and  distributing)  in  some 
form  of  taxation.  I  confidently  ask,  then,  if  there 
is  a  single  Senator  on  this  floor  who  will  give 
conateDaoce  to  this  hisane  scheme  of  deception,  by 
which  the  evils  of  to-day  are  to  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow, only  to  fall  with  redoubled  force  upon 
those  who  vainly  hope  to  be  relieved  from  their 
embarrassmentsi 

I  am  aware  (said  Mr.  McD.)  that  this  scheme 
is  recommoided  to  many,  by  the  expectation  that 
the  revenue  bjr  which  the  interest  of  the  proposed 
stock  will  be  paid,  and  the  stock  ultimately  re- 
deemed, will  be  raised  by  indirect  taxation.  But 
this  hope  is  utterly  destitute  of  foundation.  Can 
anyone  suppose  that,  with  an  exhausted  treasury, 
a  Government  living  from  day  to  day  npon  the 
miserable  shifts  of  borrowing,  and  a  commerce 
which  is  almost  cut  off  by  an  unjustand  suicidal  pol- 
icy, (so  that  the  duties  will  not,  by  some  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  defray  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  several  departments,)  we  can  nevertneless 
pay  an  annual  interest  of  six  millions  upon  the 
stock  proposed  to  be  issued,  without  resorting  to 
direct  taxesi  No,  sir;  in  less  than  a  single  year 
we  should  be  driven  to  the  alternative  of  direct  tax- 
ation,  or  of  refusing  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
stock,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  our  public  credit. 

And  this  brings  me  to  another  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, which  deserves  to  be  gravely  considered.  This 
scheme  is  designed  to  relieve  the  indebted  States,  by 
indirectly  assuming  their  debts;  but,  in  order  to  ac- 
complish this,  it  is  necessary  to  do  something  more. 
It  is,  therefore,  proposed  to  issue  8200,000,000  of  3 
percent,  stock,  and  distribute  it  among  the  States — 
not  in  proportion  to  their  debts,  but  to  their  federal 
numbers.  Now,  while  the  distributive  share  of 
Pennsylvania  would  not  pay  one-half  part  of  her 
debts,  that  of  other  States  would  far  exceed  them; 
and  that  of  some  would  be  a  clear  fund,  subject  to 
no  debt  at  all.  South  Carolina,  for-example,  with 
a  very  small  debt,  would  be  entitled  to  above  six 
millions;  the  economical  and  exemplary  State  of 
North  Carolina  (which,  I  believe^  has  scarcely  any 
debt)  will  be  entitled  to  above  nme  millions;  and 
Missouri  would  be  entitled  to  about  three  millions, 
with  no  debt  at  all.  Now,  mark  the  unequal  opera- 
tion of  thissdbeme  on  the  indebted  and  on  the  unin- 
debted States !  The  former,  if  (as  it  is  said)  they  could 
exchange  their  United  States  3  per  cents,  for  State 
6  per  cents.,  would  realize  the  par  value  for  their 
distributive  share.  Now,  what  would  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  unindebted  States,  and  those  owing 
less  than  their  share  of  the  stockl  What  could 
they  realize  for  that  stock;  and  to  what  use  could 
they  apply  the  proceeds^  It  is  proposed  to  throw 
two  hundred  millions  of  our  3  per  cent,  stock  on 
the  markets  of  the  world,  with  a  considerable  and 
increasing  debt  already  banging  over  us,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  paying  that  debt,  or  even  the  ordi- 
nary current  expenses  of  the  Government.  Pray, 
what  would  that  stock  be  worth  to  North  Carolina, 
Missouri,  and  the  other  unindebted  States,  and 
States  but  liule  indebted!  We  have  ascertained,  by 
actual  experiment,  that  our  6  per  eeiU.  stock  could 
not  be  sold  in  Europe  at  par — or,  indeed,  at  any  price 
-^though  small  in  amount.  What,  then,  will  be  the 
value  of  the  proposed  3  per  cents.f  when  the  amount 
of  our  debts  shail  be  swelled  to  two  hundred  and 
forty  millions,  with  an  annual  interest  of  eight  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  and  an  annual  revenue  notorious- 
ly insufiicient  to  pay  one-half  our  annual  expenses, 
including  this  inter esti 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  McD.,)  it  would  be  extravagant  to 
suppose  it  could  be  sold  at  fifty  dollars  for  the 
hundred.  I  do  not  believe  it  could  be  sold  for 
that  price.  So  that,  in  effect,  you  would  compel 
these  Slates  to  receive  this  slock,  for  which  they 
have  no  use,  at  par,  when  they  could  not  obtain 
for  it  one-half  its  par  value.  1  say  they  would  be 
CQ^pelled  10  receive  it  at  parj  because  they  would 
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have  to  p^y  their  full  proportion  of  the  taxes 
necessary  to  pay  the  interest  annually,  and  finally, 
in  some  twenty  years,  to  redeem  tbe  whole  amount 
of  the  principal,  afler  having  paid  9n0,000;i60' as 
merest.  Such,  sir,  would  be  rheoperation  of  thift 
most  monstrous  and  abominableprojeci.  In  twen«> 
ty  years  afier  paying  this  9170,000,000  in  current  i»> 
terest,  our  immediate  posterity  would  have  to  re* 
deem  the  whole  amount  of  the  debt  itself— a  supi 
nearly  twice  as  laree  as  the  debt  of  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain;  a  war,  by  which  our  charac- 
ter as  a  nation  was  established,  and  the  glory  of 
our  arms,  by  sea  and  land,  extended  throughout 
the  world.  Such  would  be  the  inheritance  which, 
as  reckless  and  improvident  fathers,  we  should 
leave  to  our  child reiu  Nothing  could  be  more  un- 
wise as  it  regards  all  the  States;  and  nothing 
could  be  more  monstrously  unequal  and  unjust  to 
the  unindebted  States.  But  1  have  no  idea,  after 
iht  opinions  i  hope  to  hear  expressed  in  this  Sen* 
ate,  that  foreigners  would  take  this  stock  on  any 
terms. 

But,  Tsaid  Mr.  McD.,)  as  I  perceive  the  Senate  is 
now  fall,  1  have  no  disposition  to  press  the  argu- 
ment further.  I  feel  it,  however,  to  be  my  duty^ 
before  I  sit  down — a  duly  which  I  owe  to  myself, 
to  the  States,  and  to  the  foreign  and  domestic  capi- 
talists to  whom  this  stock  may  be  offered — to  make, 
in  my  place  here,  a  solemn  declaration,  by  which  I 
will  stand  or  fall,  to  the  end  that  those  capitalists 
(particularly  the  holders  of  Slate  stocks  in  Europe) 
may  not  be  deceived.  I  confidently  believe,  then, 
that  all  the  States  will  ultimately  fulfil  their  obliga- 
tions and  redeem  their  faith,  which  has  been  con- 
stitutionally pledged.  I  as  confidently  believe  that 
this  Government  has  no  shadow  of  constitutional 
power  to  issue  stock,  pledp^in^  the  public  faith  for 
any  such  purpose  as  that  indicated  in  the  resolu- 
tions, and  that  the  whole  $200,000,000  would  not 
be  constitutionally  worth  the  paper  on  which  these 
resolutions  are  written.  The  promises  upon  the 
face  of  it  would  be  utterly  null  and  void,  and  I 
would  feel  no  more  obligation  to  fedeem  them  than 
to  pay  a  forged  note.  And  if,  by  any  accident,  a 
party  should  ever  get  temporary  possession  of  the 
power  of  this  Government,  by  whom  such  Steele 
shall  be  issued,  I  here  solemnly  declare  and.pledge 
myself  that  I  will  wage  war— exterminating  war— 
against  it,  so  long  as  my  life  lasts,  whether  I  shall  be 
in  Congress  or  out  of  it.  And  whether  it  may  be 
called  nullification,  repudiation,  or  by  whatever 
other  name  of  odium  it  may  be  designated,  I  will 
persevere  in  resisting,  by  all  the  influence  I  can  ex- 
ert as  a  citizen,  and  all  the  power  I  may  possess  as 
a  legislator,  the  payment  of  all  claims  upon  the 
United  States  founded  upon  this  unconstitutional 
attempt  to  assume  the  dents  of  the  States;  holding 
at  the  same  lime  that  we  are  under  the  most  sacred 
obligation  to  preserve  the  faith  of  the  Govemntent 
consliMUionauy  pled^^ed,  free  from  violation,  or  even 
suspicion .  li ,  notwithstanding  all  this,  foreign  cap- 
italists should  still  take  the  proposed  stock  in  ex- 
change for* State  stocks,  they  will  act  upon  their  own 
responsibility,  and  not  upon  mine — their  eyes  will  be 
fully  open  to  the  consequences;  and  let  them  make 
the  experiment. 

SPEECH  OP  Mr.  WHITE, 

OF  INDIANA, 
In  the  Uoute  of  Repreeentative^i  February    8, 
1843. — In  reply  to  Mr.  Holmxs,  of  South  Caro« 
Una,  on  the  principles  which  divide  the  two  par- 
ties. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  naval  appropriation  bill- 
Mr.  WHITE  addressed  the  Committee  as  follows: 
Mr.  CHAiaxA?r:  From  the  commencement  of  this 
Congress  to  the  present  time,  a  fashion  has  prevailed 
here,  among  that  portion  of  the  House  who  style 
themselves  the  Democracy,  in  every  speech— no  mat- 
ter what  the  subject  under  consideration — ^to  indulge 
in  vehement  abuse  of  the  Whig  party,  its  principles^ 
and  the  motives  which  have  governed  its  members 
in  their  legislative  action.  By  one  gentleman  we' 
are  informed  that  the  great  political  struggle  of  1840 
was  characterized  by  nothing  but  base  and  shame- 
less appeals  to  the  worst  passions  of  the  populace;  that 
no  principles  were  contended  for,  and  none  involved; 
and  that  the  great  victory  achieved  by  that  contest 
proved  nothing  but  a  popular  desire  for  a  change  of 
rulers.  Another  gentleman  proclaims,  in  a  strain  of 
indignant  rebuke,  that  we  had  one  set  of  principlet 
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for  the  West  another  eet  for  the  North,  and  yet 
another  for  the  South;  and  that,  accommodating  our 
theories  to  the  great  variety  of  popular  prejudices, 
we  sought  success,  regardless  of  the  means  employ- 
ed; and,  therefore,  nothing  was  decided  by  the  peo- 
ple. Another  gentleman,  [Mr.  Picrehs,]  and  one 
whose  ability  and  position  demand  for  his  remarks 
more  than  an  ordinary  share  of  consideration,  de- 
clares that  "never  did  a  party  succeed  to  power  with 
principles  more  corrupt  and  prq^igate;"  thus  conce- 
ding to  us  some  principles,  and  according  to  them  the 
credit  of  uniformity  and  universality,  although  stig- 
matized with  the  characteristics  of  profligacy  and 
corruption. 

If  gentlemen  could  agree  among  themselves,  ana 
hold  a  uniformity  of  sentiment  upon  this  point,  a 
reply  might  be  more  easily  made  to  them.  As  it  is, 
however,  being  uninformed  upon  which  allegation 
in  the  complaint  the  "Democracy''  intend  to  rely, 
I  shall  not  at  this  time  traverse  either.  It  is  suffi- 
cient that  each  contradicts  the  other;  and  but  one 
can  be  true. 

If,  in  1840,  Whig  principles  were  not  well  defined 
and  well  understood,  now  is  the  time  to  forestall  any 
future  reproach  for  a  similar  condition  of  things,  by 
a  clear,  open,  manly,  and  bold  declaration  of  the 
principles  by  each  party,  upon  which  the  great  battle 
of  1844  shall  be  fought  No  period  can  better  than 
the  present  be  adapted  to  the  settlement  of  prelimi- 
naries and  the  "defining  of  positions." 

While  gentlemen  have  been  so  liberal  in  the  be- 
stowal of  their  animadversions  upon  Whig  policy 
and  Whig  principles,  it  seems  to  have  escaped  their 
notice  that  there  were  two  sides  to  the  question; 
and  that,  while  making  their  crusade  into  the  ene- 
my's country,  their  own  citadel  might  be  exposed  to 
successful  attack.  Let  us,  in  return  for  the  civilities 
of  these  gentlemen  "Democrats,"  examine  their  po- 
sition. Are  they  united  or  divided  upon  questions 
of  national  policy?     What  are  their  principles? 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmes,] 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  had  disclosed 
to  us  the  Democratic  panacea  for  all  the  ills  to  which 
the  coijntry  has  fiillen  heir — ^fr^e  trade.  Is  this 
the  cardinal  principle  of  the  Democratic  party?  Or 
is  there  a  diversity  of  sentiment  upon  it  in  that  par- 
ty? Wc  have  the  testimony  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  I  have  alluded  that  this  b  not  only  the  princi- 
ple, but  the  great  principle,  of  Democracy.  Direct 
taxation,  the  necessary  result  of  this  policy,  the  gen- 
tleman scouts — not,  as  his  speech  would  indicate,  on 
account  ot  its  impropriety  as  a  political  or  national 
measure;  but  because  of  the  pretent  inability  of  the 
people  to  meet  the  exactions  of  such  a  system  of 
finance.  That  ^^  is  contemplated  by  him  as  an 
ultimate  resort  none  who  heard  his  speech  can 
doubt;  although  the  evil  day  is  to  be  postponed  until 
the  public  distress  shall  be  relieved.  There  are 
other  gentlemen  of  his  party,  however,  who,  in  their 
enthusiasm  for  the  establishment  of  this  new  heresy 
of  free  trade,  do  not  scruple  to  declare  their  readi- 
ness now  to  resort  to  its  necessary  result — direct 
taxation;  and  I  here  pause  to  pay  the  tribute  of  my 
admiration  to  them  for  the  independence  of  their 
theory,  and  the  boldness  with  which  they  defend  it. 
However  full,  in  my  judgment,  it  may  be  of  error, 
Ihe  manliness  with  which  it  has  been  avowed,  and 
the  majestic  intellects  which  have  been  enlisted  to 
expound  and  enforce  it  challenge  a  large  degree  of 
respe  It  would  have  been  more  in  keeping  with 
the  independence  of  a  South  Carolina  Representa- 
tive, had  the  gentleman  marched  boldly  up  to  the 
support  of  his  friends  in  their  advocacy  of  this  doc- 
trine, instead  of  exhibiting,  piecemeal,  his  concur- 
rence with  their  views,  while  he  feared  an  open 
avowal.  The  position  in  which  he  lell  himself  is 
anything  but  enviable.  Free  trade  was  urged  upon 
us  as  the  only  remedy  for  existing  evils;  while  direct 
taxation,  the  only  mode  of  raising  revenue  under  his 
.system  of  financial  policy,  was  rejected.  How,  when 
all  restrictions  are  removed  from  our  commerce,  and 
we  are  deprived  of  imposts,  we  are  to  raise  revenue 
for  the  uses  of  the  Government — direct  taxation  be- 
ing out  of  the  question — was  left  to  our  conjecture. 
Sir,  this  scheme  of  political  economy  is  only  equalled 
in  magnificence  and  sublimity  of  conception  by  that 
Ot  the  Ilimois  I^egislature;  which  sapient  body  re- 
cently passed  a  joint  resolution,  in   substance,  decla- 


ring that  all  tariffs  were  oppressive  and  unjust,  and 
that  in  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  people, 
direct  taxation  was  not  to  be  thought  of.  All  of 
which  being  interpreted  is,  that  the  Government 
mutt  be  adminittered  without  revenue,  and  all  its 
ojficert  serve  without  pay.'  But,  sir,  I  repeat  the 
question:  Is  free  trade  the  cardinal  principle  of 
"Democracy?**  I  ask  an  answer  from  the  party  on 
this  floor,  for  none  better  than  they  can  answer. 
Let  there  be  no  dodging — let  gentlemen  avow  and 
disavow.  It  is  due  to  the  country  and  themselves 
that  their  "position  should  be  defined."  Since  they 
accuse  us  of  contrariety  in  sentiment,  and  of  holding 
a  set  of  promiscuous  tenets,  it  is  proper  that  they 
should  reveal  to  the  country  the  concord  of  their 
counsels,  if  there  be  any,  and  disclose  their  princi- 
ples free  from  ail  obscurity.  But  why  interrogate? 
There  is  no  prominent  member  of  the  party  who 
will  risk  his  veracity  upon  a  denial.  During  the 
last  session,  one  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr,  Rhett]  entertained  us  with  an  hour-long  speech 
upon  the  equality  and  justice  of  free  trade,  and  de- 
precated all  tariffs  as  so  many  gross  infringements 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  States; 
which  latter,  in  the  estimation  of  a  certain  clique  of 
politicians,  seem  to  be  of  higher  and  holier  authority 
than  the  first  A  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Lewis]  expressed  the  same,  or  similar  views,  in  that 
lucid  and  forcible  manner  which  has  ever  character- 
ized his  oratory;  and  I  well  remember  the  profound 
attention  which  was  paid  to  him,  and  the  deep  im- 
pression which  he  made  upon  the  House.  Another 
member  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickens]  has, 
within  a  few  days,  proclaimed  that  **fhere  is  no  har- 
mony  for  the  Democratic  party,  except  upon  the 
broad  principle  of  free  trade"  A  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  during  the  present  Con- 
gress, has,  with  a  frankness  which  always  distin- 
guishes him,  ably  advocated  the  same  doctrine.  But 
this  principle  of  free  trade  is  not  local  in  its  party 
application.  To  whatever  quarter  of  this  Union  it 
may  be  indebted  for  its  paternity,  it  is  ubiquitous 
with  the  "Democracy."  It  has  its  advocates  at  the 
North  as  well  as  at  the  South;  and  from  "Northern 
men  with  Southern  principles"  I  summon  witnesses 
to  testify  to  its  legitimacy  as  the  ofispring  of  "De- 
mocracy." 

One  of  the  Representatives  from  the  city  of  New 
York  [Mr.  Roosevelt]  has  sought  frequent  ooca^ 
sions  to  express  his  party  preference  foi^  this  system 
of  policy,  and  has  advocated  it  with  an  untiring  zeal 
and  industry.  A  colleague  of  his,  too,  from  the 
same  city,  whom,  as  it  is  unparliamentary  to  "call 
names,"  I  will  designate  as  the  young  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  McKeon,]  has,  in  repeated 
instances,  come  to  the  aid  of  the  elder  gentleman  in 
his  advocacy  of  this  free-trade  policy;  and  I  may  add, 
that  no  man  upon  this  floor  has  stricken  more  good 
blows  for  that  policy,  nor  has  any  been  more  vocife- 
rous in  its  commendation  to  the  country  as  the 
true  universal  Democratic  faith,  than  the  young 
member  from  New  York.  One  of  the  members  of 
the  Pennsylvania  delegation  from  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia— ^^e  great  man  of  the  delegation,  as  well  as 
of  the  States,  and  a  man  of  gigantic  mind  he  is  too, 
[Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,]  and  one  who,  if  his  course 
as  a  Representative,  and  all  his  party  speeches  here 
and  elsewhere  be  summoned  as  witnesses,  prove  him 
to  be  a  genuine  disciple  of  Democracy,  the  most 
rank,  radical,  and  unquestioned — has  also  joined  in 
the  warfare  against  imposts  and  protection,  and 
thrown  the  weight  of  his  great  influence  and  intellect 
into  the  scale  of  free  trade.  This,  indeed,  in  his 
remarks  a  few  days  ago,  was  offered  as  the  specific, 
and  the  only  one,  for  the  relief  of  individual  and 
public  embarrassments.  The  catalogue  does  not  stop 
here.  Another  gentleman  of  the  New  York  delegation, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  at  the  past  session,  made  us  a  speech, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  while  he  sustained  with- 
out flinching  all  the  avowed  principles  of  his  party, 
there  were  some  of  the  more  ladical  ones  unavowed, 
from*  which  he  was  determined  to  strip  the  guise  of 
secrecy;  and,  with  a  master  hand,  he  did  it.  His 
revelation  of  democratic  faith  furnished  us  much 
amusement:  and  a  faith  it  proved  to  be  more  radical, 
comprehensive,  and  latitudinous,  more  **omniv7n 
gatherum"  in  its  character,  more  levelling  and  agra- 
rian in   its  operation  and  results,  than  any  ever 


before  offered  by  party  leaders  to  the  credulity  of  g 
confiding  people.  And  what  was  it?  FaEZTEjifiL 
hard-money,  no  banks  or  bank  paper,  no  credit 
DIRECT  TAXATION,  the  universal  rights  of  man, 
and  no  laws  for  the  coUeclion  of  debts.  If  the  array 
of  authorities  is  not  yet  sufl[icient  to  identify  the 
principle  of  free  trade  with  Democracy,  I  hnn%  an- 
other witness  to  the  stand;  to  doubt  the  testimony 
of  whom  would  bring  down  upon  the  offender  all  the 
rigors  of  the  party  inquisition.  That  witness  ii  the 
now  prominent,  distinguished,  and  recognised  leader 
ofthe  Democratic  party,  John  C.  Calhoux — a  man 
for  whom,  and  for  whose  integrity,  public  and  pri- 
vate, I  entertain  the  highest  respect;  and,  althou^ 
my  opinion  upon  this  point  may  be  adverBe  to  that 
of  the  party  of  which  I  am  one,  there  is  nothing  in 
this  subject  or  occasion  that  requires  me  to  with- 
hold its  expression.  Whatever  may  have  been  his 
political  vacillations,  (and  they  are  many,)  in  all!  be- 
lieve he  has  been  actuated  by  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  common  interests  of  his  countrymen — ^prondly 
disregarding  all  those  consequences  to  the  populari^ 
of  a  statesman  which  ever  flow  from  a  change  of  po- 
sition, no  matter  whether,  by  such  change,  error  be 
corrected  or  avoided.  But  let  hiiii  apeak  upon  this 
policy  of  free  trade  and  its  generality.  During  the 
past  session,  when  the  revenue  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration in  the  Senate,  Mr.CAiJxoux,intheconTM 
of  a  speech  which  he  made  upon  the  bill,  said: 
*'He  bad  not  spoken  with  a  view  to  change  a  vote 
here:  he  knew  that  an  angel  from  heaven  could  not 
affect  the  actions  or  opinions  of  those  here.  Bat  he 
confided  in  the  strength  and*ultimate  triumph  of 
truth.  We  had  formeriy  struggled  against  greater 
odds.  But  now  we  sec  the  -whole  Democratic  par- 
ty rallied  under  the  banner  of  free  trade."  Can 
language  be  plainer,  or  a  principle  be  more  deariy 
defined?  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  we  have 
it  from  the  highest  possible  authority,  that  to  the 
advocacy  and  support  of  this  principle  the  *%hole 
Democratic  party"  have  ralH^.  Sir,  is  anything 
more  needed  to  prove  that  free  trade  is  the  cardinal 
principle  of  Democracy?  The  witnesses  1  have  intro- 
duced are  those  who  rank  not  only  high,  but  high- 
est with  their  party  for  talent  and  integrity:  thdr 
will  is  the  law,  and  their  principles  the  prindplei  of 
the  party.  If  their  testimony  is  not  to  be  relied  upon, 
then  is  there  no  longer  virtue  among  statesmen,  ind 
truth  has  fled  these  halls  to  give  place  to  dissembling 
and  deceit 

Now,  sir,  although  I  believe  with  Mr.  Calhodx, 
that  "the  whole  Democratic  party**  are  secretly  in 
favor  of  free  trade,  I  know  that  Democratic  memben 
from  the  North  hold  a  different  language  when  at 
home  among  their  constituents.  One  of  the  New 
York  democratic  State  papers,  the  leading  organ  of 
tHe  party,  during  the  gubernatorial  contest  in  No- 
vember last,  called  upon  all  tariff  men  of  both  parties 
to  glorify  Silas  Wright,  because,  by  his  votein 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  had  saved  the 
tariff  bill — the  same  bill  that  the  Legislature  of 
South  Carolina  has  recently,  by  joint  resolution,  uked 
us  to  repeal;  and  threatening  us,  if  we  do  not,  with 
that  fearful  remedy — a  "resort  to  her  original  rights." 
The  lead  of  this  paper  was  followed  by  many  ofthe 
"distinguished  Democracy"  in  their  aildresses  to  the 
people  as  well  as  in  their  private  communicationi 
with  their  constituents.  Yet  these  gentlemen  here 
are  as  gentle  as  cooing  doves,  and  whisper  softly  in 
the  believing  ears  of  their  Southren  brethren,  "we 
are  for  free  trade." 

Sir,  it  is  time  that  the  delusion  were  destroyed, 
and  the  mask  of  hypocrisy  stripped  from  such  Janui- 
faced  politicians.  They  cannot  have  one  set  of 
principles  for  the  constituent  bodies,  and  another  set 
for  the  ears  of  partisans  leaders.  I  call  upon  North- 
ern Democrats  now  to  rise  in  their  places  and  declare 
whether  they  are  for  free  trade.  It  is  due  to  your- 
selves— it  is  due  to  your  stations — it  is  due  to  the 
country — it  is  due  to  honor  and  fiiir  dealing,  that 
you  should  precisely  "define  your  positions.*'  If 
you  are  united  in  political  sentinlent,  let  it  be  jo 
understood.  If  you  are  divided  past  all  hope  of  com- 
promise or  reconciliation,  let  us — let  the  country 
know  it  and  decide  upon  the  merits  of  your  contro- 
versy. Why  conceal  your  condition?  UTiatcauie 
for  concealmenti  Do  men  or  mesBurea  divide  yoQ^ 
Or  are  you  not  divided,  and  are  youy  couni«li  ^* 
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lonlous?  Let  it  come  out — ^publish  alL  Sir,  I 
all  again— difltinctly,  emphatically  call  upon  North- 
m  Democrats  to  rise  now  in  their  places  and  de- 
lare,  if  they  can,  that  the  testimony  of  their  party 
saders  from  South.  Carolina — one  from  Alabama — 
ne  from  Virginia — one  from  Pennsylvania — and 
tiree  from  New  York,  is  untrue.  Dare  you  do  it 
ow — ^here  in  your  places]  Your  leader  [Mr.  Cal- 
oun]  has  said  that  the  **vfhole  Democratic  party 
ave  rallied  to  the  standard  of  free  trade"  Dare 
ott  say  it  is  false?  If  so,  rise  and  pronounce  the 
rord.  Gentlemen  are  silent!  and  that  silence  elo- 
uently  admits  the  truth  of  their  great  leader's  dec- 
iration,  while  they  have  not  the  courage  to  avow  it 
3  terms.  Let  it  go  to  the  North  that  the  Represent- 
ttives  of  that  section  of  the  Union  are  for  the  doc- 
rine  of  free  trade  while  here;  and  by  the  North,  dis- 
raced  by  the  duplicity  of  their  agents,  let  the  rebuke 
e  administered  to  them. 

I  call  upon  a  gentleman  from  New  York  now  in 
ly  eye— the  Representative  of  the  district  of  Mr. 
'^tn  Buren's  residence,  [Mr.  McClsllah] — to  tell 
tiis  House  whether  he  constitutes  one  of  the  **whoIe 
)emocratic  party'' — ^whether  he  is  an  advocate  for 
nee  trade? 

Mr.  McCx.XLLAir.  I  will  respond  to  the  inquiry, 
fthe  gentleman  means,  by  free  trade,  low  duties 

Mr.  WaiTK.  I  do  not  yield  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
leman  to  make  a  speech.  I  ask  him  a  plain  ques- 
ion;  and  before  he  answers,  he  requires  me  to  ex- 
lain  the  meaning  of  one  of  the  caidinal  principles 
f  his  party. 

Mr.  McClkllait.    If  the  gentleman  means 

Mr.  WajTB.  I  mean  nothing.about  the  princi- 
le.  I  ask  you  a  simple  question.  Will  you  an- 
vrer,  yes  or  no?  The  gentleman  declines  the  an- 
vrer!     I  thought  it  would  be  thus. 

Let  us  now  look  to  the  operation  of  this  principle 
rhen  reduced  to  practice.  The  term  free  trade 
efines  its  own  meaning:  it  is  a  trade  free  from  all 
egislative  restraints,  and  left  to  the  control  of  its 
wn  laws.  If  the  taxifig  power  of  this  Government 
e  applied  to  it,  and  it  is  compelled  to  pay  contribu- 
ions  for  its  license,  it  is  no  longer  a  free,  but  a  re- 
trained trade.  To  be  free,  it  must  not  be  subjected 
D  duties,  and  must  be  chargeable  with  the  payment 
f  no  revenue  to  the  Government.  In  short,  the 
Government  must  be  left  without  revenue,  or  resort 
9  direct  taxation  to  procure  it,  if  this  policy  prevails, 
fthis  theory  were  established  in  practice,  what 
liink  you,  sir,  each  State  would  be  bound  to  con- 
ribute  by  direct  taxation  as  its  portion  of  the  Fed- 
Tal  revenue?  I  have  been  curious  enough  to  make 
be  calculation  upon  the  returns  of  the  last  census, 
istuming  $28,600,000  as  the  amount  of  annual  ex- 
enditure— an  amount  far  below  that  required  by 
lie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report — and 
ssuming  federal  numbers  as  the  basis  of  taxation. 
The  account  would  stand  thus: 
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691.390 

Alabama    • 
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375.630 

Louisiana  • 

S93670 

Tennessee  • 

-     1,1^,660 

Kentucky  - 

•     1,114  (MO 

Miflflouri    • 

684,140 

Arkansas   • 

•        139,390 

In  the  calculation  which  I  have  made,  to  avoid 
>lacing  too  high  the  ratable  proportions  of  the  slave- 
lolding  Slates,  I  have  assumed  for  each  that  the  vot- 
ng  population  are  the  tax-payers;  which  is,  in  effect, 
rue.  It  may  be  ihat  many  voters  do  not  pay  taxes; 
)ut  the  deficiency  is  fully,  if  not  more  than  supplied 
>y  taxes  paid  by  widows,  the  guardians  of  minor 
:hildren,  and  foreigners  who  'have  estates  in  land. 
CoQld  New  York  pay  this  sum  of  $4,867,840  annu- 
ity? The  statement  of  the  amount  is  a  sufficient 
fvply.  During  the  late  fall  election  in  that  State, 
^he  party  leaders  were  rampant  at  the  thought  of 
Whig  ascendency  and  a  <'forty  million  debt;"  and 
their  stump  and  caucus  orators,  in  doleful  strains, 
^icsought  the  people  to  restore  the  State  Government 
to  the  keeping  of  the  Democracy,  because  Whig 
Dusmanageroent  had  imposed  upon  them  a  direct 
tax  of  about  tix  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
ff^  -were  unable  to  pay.    The  Gk>vemment  was  , 


restored  to  them;  and  hew  do  they  propose  to  alle- 
viate or  remove  this  popular  burden  of  a  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  direct  tax?  By  free  trade.  Tn 
other  words,  as  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
York  cannot  pay  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually,  without  great  inconvenience,  if 
they  can  ever  pay  it  at  all,  Democracy  proposes  to 
relieve  them  of  the  inconvenience  or  inabili^  by  ex* 
acting  annually  an  additional  sum  of  four  mix.- 

LIOV  EIORT  HUirnRSD  ASD  FIPTT-SBVEJT  THOUSAND 
PIOBT     HUVDRSD    AKD    FOBTT    DOLLARS     by     dirCCt 

taxation  for  Federal  uses.  A  New  York  city  mem- 
ber informed  us  a  short  time  since  that  his  was  the 
"progressive  or  improvement  party,"  and  that  ours 
is  the  "stand-still  party."  I  do  not  now  stop  to 
controvert  his  position;  but,  for  myself,  sir,  I  would 
lather  always  remain  in  that  condition  of  blissful 
ignorance  to  which  the  gentleman  has  consigned  me, 
than  to  purchase  progression  or  improvement  at  the 
enormous  price  of  public  misery  and  ruin  which 
must  be  paid  for  it  I  would  rather  forever  "stand 
still"  than  to  "progress,"  when  each  advancing  step 
must  tread  upon  the  prostrate  interests  and  the 
crushed  and  despairing  hopes  of  a  nation.  No,  sir; 
I  desire  no  party  improvement,  or  party  progres- 
sion, if  it  must  be  based  upon  public  wretchedness. 

I  turn  now  to  examine  the  blessings  in  reserve 
for  my  own  State  under  this  financial  policy  of  "free 
trade  and  direct  taxation."  The  gentleman  who 
last  addressed  the  House  [Mr.  Holmkb]  thought 
proper  to  indulge  in  many  censorious  commentaries 
upon  the  conduct  of  Western  members  in  endeavor- 
ing to  withhold  large  appropriations  for  the  navy; 
and  he  invoked  the  liberality  of  our  patriotism 
to  sustain  in  future  that  branch  of  the  national  ser- 
vice. Strange  invocation  from  a  strange  quarter! 
How  many  times  and  for  how  many  years  has  the 
West  appealed  to  the  gentleman,  nay,  to  the  whole 
school  of  '^strict-construction"  politicians — mastei 
and  disciples — to  give  us  appropriations  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Western  rivers?  And  how 
often  have  those  appeals  been  burdened  with  mi- 
nute specifications  of  the  loss  of  property  and  human 
life,  in  consequence  of  appropriations  being  refused? 
How  often  have  they  t)een  implored  to  vote  money 
to  continue  the  Cumberland  road — a  great  national 
thoroughfare,  which  has  peopled  the  wilderness  and 
brought  untold  millions  into  your  treasury?  And 
what  answer  has  been  given  to  those  appeals  and 
invocations?  "The  appropriation  is  unconstitu- 
tional." This  is  the  unvarying  and  eternal  response. 
In  their  estimation,  the  Constitution  is  general 
in  theory — local  in  practice."  It  was  made  exclu- 
sively for  that  portion  of  the  Union  lying. east  of 
the  Alleghanies,  and  most  especially  for  South  Car- 
olina, to  which  State  alone  belongs  the  right  of  in- 
terpreting its  provisions!  Appropriations  for  har- 
bors, light-houses,  buoys,  dry-docks,  fortifications, 
arsenals,  armories,  are  tolerated  by  the  Constitution, 
under  a  South  Carolina  construction;  but  an  ap- 
propriation for  Western  rivers,  upon  whose  bosoms 
float  one-half  the  agricultural  wealth  of  this  nation, 
and  by  means  of  which  more  than  one-half  of  the 
internal  commerce  of  the  country  is  carried  on, — such 
an  appropriation  is  forbidden  by  the  Constitution! 
And  thus  it  is  that  the  gentleman,  by  the  aid  of 
"strict  construction,"  refuses  to  us  all  benefit  of  part 
or  lot  in  the  appropriations  made  by  this  Govern- 
ment; and  yet  he  cannot  understand  the  motive 
which  influences  Western  members  to  vote  against 
large  appropriations  for  expenditure  upon  the  sea- 
board. Let  mc  explain  to  him  the  position  of  my 
State,  and  he  will  sufKciently  understand  the  mo- 
tives which  govern  its  Representatives  upon  oil 
questions  of  appropriation. 

Since  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State,  she  has  paid  into  the  national  treasury  nearly 
^16,000,000,  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  sold  with- 
in her  limits.  This  amount  has  been  expended 
somewhere,  but  none  of  it  has  found  its  way  back 
again  to  the  State  by  which  it  was  paid.  South 
Carolina  has  had  her  share  of  it. 

For  the  last  eight  years  the  people  of  Indiana  have 
paid,  in  cifierence'  of  exchange  alone,  about  seven 
hundred  and  fiily  thousand  dollars  per  annum*  I 
say  paid;  because  the  difference  of  exchange  (which 
durii^jr  that  period  has  averaged  eii^t  per  cent.)  has 
beoi|  adde<i  to  the  price  of  all  commoditiea  purohaaed 


by  OUT  merchants  in  the  Eastern  cities  and  consumed 
within  my  State.  In  this  case,  as  it  ever  will  ba 
in  all  others  where  pecuniary  loss  must  be  sustained 
in  consequence  of  the  derangement  of  currency  and> 
exchange,  mercantile  sagacity  throws  that  loss  off 
the  shoulders  of  dealers  to  those  of  consumers.  This 
annual  burden  is  imposed  upon  us  because  "strict 
construction"  has  withheld  a  charter  for  a  naiional 
bank;  and  patiently  have  we  paid  the  yearly  con* 
tribution  for  South  Carolina  interpretation  of  a 
Constitution  not  made  for  us;  and  pay  it  we  ever 
must  while  the  star  of  "Democracy"  is  in  the  as- 
cendant. I  will  state  the  annual  account  between 
Indiana  and  the  General  Government. 

Government  of  the  United  States  to  Indiana^ 

Db. 

Todiffi^rence  of  exchange  per  annum  paid 
by  the  people  in  consequence  of  refusal 
of  the  Government  to  give  to  them  a 
national  currency  -    -  -  -  $760,000 

To  amount  paid  by  sale  of  public  lands, 

per  annum    ....     600,000 

To  amount  paid  by  consumers  of  articles 
of  foreign  merchandise  in  consequence 
of  tarifi  duties  .*  .  .     600,000 


Total 


-  1,760,000 


Or. 


By  appropriation  for  the    Cumberland 

road  -  -  -  .  -     000,000 

By  appropriation  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Wabash  river        -  .     000,000 

By  appropriation  for  harbor  at  Michigan 

city   -  -  -  -  .     000,000 

By  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 

navigation  in  Western  rivers  -  .      000,000 

Thus  stands  the  account  But  this  is  far  from 
being  the  entire  amount  of  our  annual  burden. 
There  is  to  be  added  to  this  the  sum  of  $120,000 
for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State  Government, 
and  the  further  sum  of  $800,000  interest  upon  our 
debt;  which,  with  the  sum  of  $1,750,000  befoiv 
stated,  makes  an  annual  amount  of  $2,670,000, 
chargeable  upon  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
citizens.  It  is  true,  the  demand  for  interest  on  our 
debt  has  not  been  punctually  met,  because  of  our 
inability  to  meet  it.  It  stands  charged  against  us, 
however,  and  must  and  eventually  toill  be  paid, 
without  the  repudiation  of  a  farthing.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  my  colleague,  [Mr^LANs,]  we  will  settle 
fair  if  we  never  pay.  Well,  sir,  what  is  the  prop- 
osition which  Democracy  makes  to  relieve  us  from 
this  insupportable  liability?  Free  trade  again;  by 
wlilch  the  sum  of  $500,000  now  paid  by  the  con- 
sumers of  tariff  duties  would  be  withdrawn  from  the 
account,  and  the  sum  of  $1,371,730,  to  be  raised  by 
direct  taxation,  substituted.  This  would  leave  our 
liability  for  each  year  $3,541,730 — an  amount  which 
we  cannot  pay  while  this  Government  pursues  this 
"strict  construction"  policy,  and  a  large  portion  of 
which  we  need  not  pay,  because  it  would  not  be 
charged  against  us  if  the  Government  shall  be  ever 
administered,  as  it  should,  for  the  common  benefit  of 
all  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  Is  the  gentleman 
surprised  now  that  we  oppose  extravagant  appro- 
priations of  money,  no  part  of  which  is  to  be  ex- 
pended amongst  ourselves?  When  he  aids  in  es- 
tablishing, for  our  benefit,  a  national  bank,  and  thus 
strikes  from  our  account  $750,000 ;  when  he  votes 
an  appropriation  of  money  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  western  rivers  to  prevent  the  loss  of  our  prop* 
erty  and  the  lives  of  our  adventurous  people, — ^his  ap- 
peal to  our  generosity  will  not  be  characterized  by 
the  selfishness  that  now  marks  it,  and  will  be  entitled 
to  more  respect  and  receive  more  consideration. 

The  Atlantic  States,  in  effect,  pay  nothing  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Government  That  a  large  portion 
of  it  is  collected  upon  the  seaboard,  I  admit;  but 
what  becomes  of  it?  True,  it  is  paid  into  the  na- 
tional treasury,  and  so  is  the  $500,000  annually 
collected  from  Indiana;  but  it  does  not  remain  there. 
Congress  appropriates  the  money,  under  the  lash  of 
"strict  construction,"  for  the  army  and  navy,  fortifi- 
cations, light-houses,  dry-docks,  building  vessels  of 
war,  the  improvement  of  harbors,  &c,  not  one  of 
which  objects  is  local  to  the  West  And  thus  it 
I  is  that  what  the  Atlantic  States  pay  into  the 
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ury  to-day,  they  get  back  again  to-morrow  in  the 
form  of  an  appropriation.  This  we  could  endure — • 
of  this  we  would  not  complain;  but  the  amount 
paid  by  these  States,  in  its  return,  comes  not  alone 
as.it  went;  it  brings  with  it  what  the  Western  States 
pay;  the  $600,000,  paid  by  Indiana  contributes  to 

*  swei]  the  return  tide,  and  that  is  in  like  manlfer  ex- 
pended upon  the  Atlantic  coast 

For  this  reason  I  say  that  the  Atlantic  States,  in 
^ff^ctj  pay  nothing.  The  public  revenue  alternates 
periodically  between  them,  and  the  treasury,  per- 
forming a  reliable  and  almost  constant  circulation; 
while  Ae  toiling,  adventurous  West  is  deprived  of 
all  participation  in  the  pecuniary  benefits  resulting 
from  th«  administration  of  the  Government.  It  is 
constitutional  for  us  to  pay  everything;  unconsti- 
tutional for  us  to  receite  anything.  Constituting,  aa 
our  people  do,  nearly  one-third  of  this  Union,  we  have 
been  made  pack-horses  to  bear  the  load  of  the  whole, 
and  haye  been  kept  on  "short  allowance"  at  that.  The 
inequality  of  the  burdena  imposed  by  a  bad  admin- 
istration of  national  afifaiis  upon  the  State  of  Indiana 
has  been,  and  is,  tenfold  greater  than  those  of  which 
South  Carolina  ever  complained;  and  yet  I  feel  a 
just  pride  in  saying,  such  has -always  been  her 
attachment  tu  our  free  institutions,  in  a^  her  broad 
foreeto,  her  verdant  prairies,  and  her  populous 
towns,  that  not  one  traitorous  hand  was  ever  found  to 
raise  the  standard  of  '^niilliiication;"  no  demagogue 
to  attract  a  passing  crowd,  to  gasconade  about 
''State  sovereignty;''  no  patriot  orator  to  talk  gran- 
diloquently of  a  '^resort  to  original  rights.'\  That 
State  has  thus  far  abided  her  time,  and  will  continue 
so  to  do. 

The  second  principle  of  "Democracy"  is  hard 
moneys  and  this,  with  that  of  free  trade,  constitutes, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  whole  affirm- 
ative creed  of  the  party;  the  residue  of  it  being  a 
mere  string  of  negatives.  They  are  opposed  to  a 
United  States  bank — opposed  to  a  State  bank  paper 
—opposed  to  extravagance  in  the  national  adminis- 
tration— opposed,  in  short,  to  everything  that  is  of 
Whig  origin — opposed  to  all  but  two  political  prin- 
ciples, and  these  are  free  trade  and  hard  money.  If 
they  hold  any  other  affirmative  principle,  ithas  been 
my  misfortune  never  to  see  or  hear  it  published. 

Hard  money  !  It  is  a  very  primitive  idea  for  an 
"improvement  party,"  and  one  that,  discarding  all 
the  lessons  of  experience  and  all  the  conveniences  of 
modernized  society,  carries  us  back  by  historical 
association  to  the  pastoral  age  for  examples  in 
finance.  A  strange  "progression"  this,  that  with 
one  bound  leaps  back  over  all  civilization,  and 
snatches  from  the  darkest  age  of  barbarism  a  light 
to  guide  the  financial  policy  of  the  American  Re- 
public! JBut  how  is  this  principle  to  affect  the 
country,  if  established  in  practice  by  the  restoration 
of  the  "Democracy"  to  power]  That  the  circula- 
ting medium  of  the  country,  composed  of  a  mixed 
currency  of  bank  paper  and  specie,  is  the  represent- 
ative of  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  country,  is 
a  fact  conceded  by  all  parties;  and  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  increase  of  the  circulation,  prices  rise,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  decrease  prices  fall;  ot-,  in  other 
words,  if  the  standard  of  value  decreases,  everything 
represented  by  it  retrogrades  in  exact  proportion. 
Hence  it  is,  that,  in  the  years  183^nd  1837,  when 
the  circulation  was  inflated  to  double  the  present 
amount,  prices  were  double  what  they  now  arc. 
That  inflation  of  circulation  and  consequent  inflation 
of  prices  was  caused  by  "Democratic  policy,  which 
gave  to  us  the  State  banks,  and  stimulated  them  to 
extravagant  emissions  of  paper;  but,  no  sooner  was 
the  object  accomplished,  than  the  popular  prejudice 
which  was  awakened  by  the  appeals  of  deniagogxies 
against  the  United  States  Bank;  and,  not  sated  by 
its  revels  amid  the  ruins  of  the  best  currency  ever 
g^ven  to  a  nation,  turned  like  a  hungry  tiger  upon 
these  "little  monsters,"  and  the  leaders  of  the  party 
were  compelled  to  join    in   the  attack,  or   be  swept 

"*  from  the  political  world  by  the  fury  of  that  spirit 
which,  for  another  purpose,  they  had  invoked.  They 
did  join  in  the  attack,  and  these  currency  bant- 
lings of  theirs  were  denounced;  theiir  very  fathers 
at  first  cast  imputations  upon  their  legitimacy,  and 
ultimately  threw  off  all  disguises,  and  with  bold  profli- 
gacy declared  ihem  to  be  of  Whig  origin,  and  un- 
"wthy  of  th«   Qountenance   of  the   Democracy. 


Credit  cannot  exist  against  popular  will;  and  the 
credit  of  these  institutions,  by  the  ceaseless  attacks  of 
party  leaders,  was  destroyed.  They  were  com- 
pelled to  contract  their  circulation  one-half  or  more, 
and  the  country  was  deprived  of  one-half  its  cur- 
rency; the  representative  of  value  was  decreased, 
prices  fell  in  proportion,  and  the  people  were  ruined. 
And  now,  to  remedy  the  evils  wrought  by  their 
hands,  they  offer  to  us  this  hard-money  panacea  as 
the  only  one  left  in  their  budget  of  nostrums.  The 
mixed  currency  of  this  country  amounts  to  about 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  eighty- 
seven  millions  is  of  gold  and  silver.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  illustrating  the  position  which  I  shall  as- 
sume, I  will  state  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  at 
$100,000,000,  which  is  more  favorable  to  the  hard- 
money  party.  Under  the  present  circulation,  the 
real  and  personal  property  of  the  State  of  Indiana  is 
assessed  for  purposes  of  taxation  at  $100^000,000, 
and  upon  each  hundred  dollars'  worth  a  tax  of  thirty 
cents  is  levied.  If  the  circulating  medium  were  re- 
duced one-half,  by  striking  from  it  all  bank  papfr, 
the  property  of  that  State,  being  represented  by  one- 
half  less  than  at  present,  would  sink  in  value  to 
$50,000,000.  But  how.  would  it  affect  the  taxesi 
A  given  sum  must  be  collected,  to  raise  which  re- 
quires a  tax  of  thirty  cents  upon  each  hundred  dol- 
lars  of  the  one  hundred  millions.  If  the  one  hun- 
dred millions  be  reduced  to  fifty  millions,  does  it  not 
follow  that  a  tax  of  sixty  cents  upon  each  hundred 
dollars  must  be  imposed  to  raise  the  sum  required? 
Here,  then,  we  have  a  remedy  proposed,  which,  if 
adopted,  will  double  the  taxes  paid  by  every  citizen 
of  Indiana,  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  one-half 
his  present  means  of  paying  them.  But  it  will  stop 
not  with  tax-payers;  it  will  operate  in  ruinous  efifect 
upon  all  classes  of  society,  except  the  money-lenders; 
and  upon  none  more  rigorously  than  the  poor  day- 
laborers.  A  policy  that  reduces  in  value  one-half 
each  farm,  and  all  the  produce  raised  upon  it,  in  my 
State,  will  not  except  from  its  operation  manual 
labor.  This  must  also  come  down,  to  preserve  the 
proportion  between  its  value  and  that  of  property ; 
and  the  ripening  glories  of  "Democracy"  are  only 
to  become  visible  when  the  humble  laborer  shall 
return  at  night  to  a  family  begging  bread,  with 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  in  his  pocket — the  reward 
of  a  day's  hard  toil!  Such  a  doctrine  may  find  ad- 
vocates among  rich  creditors,  but  hardly,  I  should 
apprehend,  among  the  indebted  class  of  society; 
and  I  know  but  little  of  the  farming  population  of 
my  State  if  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  aid  in  es- 
tablishing a  policy  that  will  compel  them,  by  its 
process  of  reducing  prices,  to  sell  four  hundred  in* 
stead  of  two  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  to  raise  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  pay  a  debt.  The 
State  of  Indiana  novf  can  neither  pay  her  debt  nor 
the  interest  upon  it;  and  it  is  but  a  poor  compliment 
to  her  intelligence  to  suppose  that  she  will  be  found 
acting  with  a  party  that  proposes  to  double  her  in- 
debtedness by  way  of  relief  to  her  inability  to  pay! 

I  have  examined  hastily,  sir,  the  results  of  this 
Democratic  faith,  if  ever  reduced  to  practice,  upon 
the  people  and  upon  the  interests  of  my  State;  and, 
as  Indiana  has  ho  national  interests  separate  and 
distinct  from  those  of  her  sisters  of  this  great  Con- 
federacy, the  effect  of  these  measures  upon  her  is  but 
an  example  of  what  it  will  be  upon  the  whole  Union. 

Henceforth,  let  there  be  no  misunderstanding  or 
confusion  about  principles  or  positions,  ft  seems  to 
be  agreed,  upon  all  sides,  that  the  great  parties  are 
to  meet  each  ^other  in  the  coming  struggle,  and  do 
battle  for  their  principles.  On  the  one  side  we  have 
free  trade  and  direct  taxation;  on  the  other,  a  tariff 
for  revenue  and  protection  to  American  industrif. 
One  party  swears  eternal  hostility  to  all  banks,  and 
offers  to  the  country  hard  money  only;  the  other 
opposes  to  it  a  national  bank  to  regulate  the  currency 
and  exchanges^  One  party  proposes  to  reduce  trade 
to  the  standard  of  currency;  the  other  to  increase 
the  currency  to  meet  the  demands  of  trade.  There 
is  one  measure  besides,  which  the  Whigs  propose, 
that  finds  no  antagonist  principle  in  the  Democratic 
party  of  an  aifirmative  character.  It  is  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands — a  measure 
which,  if  adopted,  would  annually  distribute  to  the 
States  large  sums  of  money  arising  from  the  sales 
of  their  Q-wn  lands.    The  sums  which  would  be 
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thus  thrown  into  the  tfemries  6f  the  varions  ^ui 
would  enable  manj  of  them,  without  a  resoa^ 
such  onerous  taxation  as  flow  prcTaflg,  to  meet  th 
liabilities  with  punctuality,  to  this  measiire^ 
"Democracy"  are  opposed,  but  offer  nothing  «! 
substitute.  I  know  of  no  other  dear  and  welMe! 
fined  principle  advocated  by  either  parly,  unless  it 
be  the  hackneyed  one  of  "economy,"  which  w  *  <! 
ever  has  been,  professed  by  all  poUlicians  of  'enn 
age  and  school;  and  if  there  be  any  other  in  tlTe 
"Democracy,']  they  would  confer  infmite  obligations 
by  disclosing  it  to  the  country. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  said  all  that  I  desired  to  say  by 
way  of  counter-attack  ui)on  the  Dieaaure8,principl« 
and  policy  of  Che  nainority  of  this  House.  1  do  S 
frequently  obtrude  my  counsel  upon  the  Hoii«e,and 
should  not  have  addressed  it  t0H3ay,l)ut  thattha 
"spirit  was  moved"  by  the  fierce  assaults  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thought  it  proper  to 
make  upon  that  party  wilb  which  I  have  aSaji 
acted.  And  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  perhaps  the  lait 
time  that  my  voice  will  ever  be.  heard  wiib  tb 
walls  of  this  Capitol,  speaking  to  my  constituent*  or 
the  nation  the  language  of  advice  or  warning.  Since 
I  have  been  here  I  have  not  sought  to  gratify  uj 
desire  for  display;  but  rather,  Ul^  the  gentlenM 
froni  Vermont,  [Mr.  Mattocks,]  have  played  the 
part  of  a  good  listener  to  the  speeches  of  oth^  lod, 
by  submitting  patiently  to  what,  in  many  iajtwcei, 
has  been  rather  an  "i^cting  dispensation,'"  I  giie 
it  as^n  opinion  that  I  have  richly  earned  my  ei^ 
dollars  per  day.  Still  I  have  endeavored,  by  an  ab> 
yielding  devotion  to  the  great  principles  whick  I 
have  ever  advocated,  to  deserve  at  least  the  coiDmend> 
ation  of  that  constituency  through  w£ose  geaeroiu 
confidence  I  became  a  Representative. 

And  now,  when  about  to  retire  from  all  paiticip- 
tion  in  the  legislation  of  the  country,  («  retiitl 
shall,  and  surrender  my  trust  to  the  power  im 
which  it  emanated,)  I  cannot  but  be  moved  by  tin 
contemplation  of  the  future  condition,  ss  it  ii  to  ba 
affected  by  legislation  here,  of  those  fbm  wboal 
have  received  .unvarying  denion«tratioiifl  of  kiodMv 
and  favor,  f  disdain  all  afifect^tion  of  phrlan^inpy, 
nor  do  I  arrogate  to  myself  mofe  than  an  ordJMtiy 
share;  but  with  others  of  my  party  I  can  and  doHeei 
for  the  misfortunes  of  my  feliow-men.  The  tine  is 
not  now.  when  I  can  look  with  the  coM  piwliied 
vision  of  the  stoic,  unconcerned,  upon  such  testjoo* 
nials  as  everywhere  surround  ua,  of  deep,pefvadiiif, 
hopeless  distresa;  and  when  a  line  of  national  policy 
is  proposed  for  adoption  which  is  to  increase  theie 
testimonials  and  adds  to  this-  distress,  I  ahould  be 
recreant  to  all  duty  to  return  to  my  consiifocAli 
without  first  raising  my  voice  here  in  warning  lod 
remonstrance. 

Free  trade !  direct  taxation !  and  hard  money! 
To  the  "Democracy"  here  I  say,  You  may,  by  oneof 
the. many  accidents  incident  to  apolitical  campaign, 
succeed  in  establishing  this  faith  in  practice;  but 
success  will  be  the  signal  for  revolution.  The  beg- 
gary of  the  subject  is  the  security  which  the  trrant 
has  of  obedience  to  that  will  by  which  he  is  lied;  hot 
the  free-born  citizens  of  this  Republic  know  that  the 
Government  itself  is  but  an  emanation  from  thdr 
will;  and,  with  a  scrutinizing  intelligence,  they  watch 
the  influence  of  its^dministration  upon  their  inter- 
ests. They  will  endure  much — suffer  more;  hot  I 
warn  you,  push  not  theiV  forbearance  too  ftr,  or  the 
time  may  come  when  the  toiling  millions,  impatient 
of  the  hard  condition  to  which  you  would  redwe 
them,  will  rebel  against  the  power  that  opprenes, 
and,  in  all  the  majesty  of  frentied  despair,  nisfate 
the  rescue  of  those  rights  which  you  would  wantonly 
wrest  from  them;  and  if  that  shall  ever  come,  happy 
will  it  be  if  their  pathway  be  not  reeking  with  lit- 
ternal  blood,  and  strewn  with  the  fragments  of  yoor 
glorious  Republic. 

Free  trade,  direct  taxation,  and  hard  money,  we 
emblazoned  upon  your  banner;  and,  if  you  sham*  not 
of  it,  meet  us  in  the  field  with  it  at  the  head  of  your 
columns  in  1844.  Our  ensign  stands  where  it  hu 
always  stood"— upon  the  battlements  of  the  Constiio- 
tion;  and  upon  its  folds  are  inscribed  in  hold,  clw 
characters.  Protection  to  American  industn,  a souaJ 
national  currency,  and  the  distribution  of  the  pr^ 
ceede  of  the  pdblxc  Imdv, 
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REMARKS  OF  MR.  LEVY, 

OF  FLORIDA, 

» ike  Bouse  of  Representatives,  JF^.  ]  1 ,  184^  On 
the  claim  oi  inhebitams  of  West  Florida  for  in- 
demnity onder  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1919,  between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Speak£r:  I  will  endeavor,  with  as  much 
'evity  and  directness  as  possible,  to  present  tojhe 
)Dsideration  of  the  House  the  views  I  entertain 
ispecting  this  bill.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
jnds  bt  those  who  will  layor  me  with  their  atten- 
3D,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  grounds  taken 
gainst  its  passage,  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
iusetts,  [Mr.  Adamb,]  which  ought  to  prejudice 
i  success.  I  shall  even  hope  that  the  mmd  of  the 
•Dtleman  himself,  upon  a  review  of  those  grounds, 
ay  yield  to  the  strong  claims  which  the  case  pro- 
^d  tqt  in  this  bill  presents  upon  the  justice  and 
)od  fisiiih  of  the  nation. 

The  objections  urged  by  the  gentleman  rested 
x)n  two  principal  grounds— to  wit:  1.  That  the 
II,  as  reported,  wocrid  be^  inefficient  of  the  object 
contemplates;  and,  2.  That  the  claims  it  relates 
were  not  intended  to  be  provided  for  by  the  trea- 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  reply  to  these  objections; 
id  will  then  take  the  occasion  to  add  some  fur- 
er  observations  to  the  reply  formerly  made  to  the 
marks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  respecting 
is  proposed  amendment,  with  the  view  of  show- 
S  that  he  has  entirely  erred  in  his  assertions  as 
the  practice  of  this  Government  upon  questions 
fecting  the  rights  oT  property  in  slaves. 
The  first  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
lasetts  is  to  the  phraseology  of  the  bill.  Now, 
r,  is  this— if  even  well  founded— a  justifiable  rea- 
•n  for  laying  the  bill'  on  the  taoTe,  as  proposed  by 
emotion  oi  the  gentleman^  If  there  be  merit  in 
e  claims  of  the  persons  designed  to  be  provided 
rbyit,  does  it  comport  fwith  the  justice  of  this 
ouse,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation,  to  refuse  any 
tion  at  all,  because  the  form  of  the  bill  does  not 
/mprehend  all  the  relief  which  is  intended  to  be 
aniedl  If  the  bill  is  defective  in  its  phraseology, 
is  the  fault  of  its  draughtsman,  not  of  the  claim- 
tts;  and  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  amend 
'  remodel  it  at  pleasure.  It  would  be  monstrous 
refttse  that  justice  which  has  already  been  too 
Dg  delayed,  for  the  reason  of  supposed  verbal 
accuracies  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  the  shape  of  which 
tntirely  snbject  to  the  control  of  the  legislative 
ill.  But  although  the  bill  is,  perhaps,  loosely  pre- 
ired,  I  shall  be  quite  content  to  take  it  as  it 
ands.  It  is  the  reason  of  a  law— the  purpose  of 
{passage— the  intention  of  the  Legislature, which 
mtrols  iis  construction,  even  against  its  literal  im- 
xt;  and  I  should  have  no  fear  whatever  that  the 
II,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  would  be  so  construed  by 
ly  intelligept  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to 
inderit  fully  effect  ire  of  its  palnable  purpose.  I 
peat,  sir,  I  am  content  to  take  it  as  it  is;  and  if  1, 
no  advocate  the  measure  it  embodies,  am  sati.s- 
jd,  surety  those  who  are  opposed  may  very  well 
TegoobjecLion  upon  this  score.  If  there  be  no 
her  objection,  give  me  the  bill,  and  let  us  test  its 
ifficiency. 

The  next,  and  the  Important  objection  of  the  gen- 
eman,  was,  that  the  claims  referred  to  by  the  biU 
ere  not  designed  to  be  comprehended  in  the  pro- 
Isions  of  the  treaty  for  indemnity;  and,  in  support 
r this  position,  (which  the  gentleman  stated  he  knew 
I  be  the  fact,  having  negotiated  the  treaty,)  he  re- 
trred  to  a  former  report  made  from  the  Commit- 
e  on  Foreign  Affairs  by  Mr.  Archer,  and  to  the 
ejection  of  the  claims  by  Mr.  Crawford  upon  the 
ime  ground. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  the  report  of  a  former  Con- 
ress  may  weigh,  I  propose  ty  meet  the  one  adverse 
sport,  from  which  the  gentleman  read,  by  exhibiting 
lore  than  one  favorabte  repott,  made  to  the  House, 
[•he  first  and  full  report,  made  prior  to  that  refer* 
edto,  and  subsequent  to  the  rejection  of  the  claims 
y  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  emanated 
rom  a  source  challenging  the  respect  and  confi- 
ence  of  this  House.  It  proceeded  from  a  gentle- 
Qan  whose  ability  as  a  statesman  and  jurist  was 
ong  acknowledged  in  these  halls,  and  who  is  even 
low  filling  a  high  and  distinguished  place  in  the 
ervice  of^he  country— I  allude,  sir,  to  Mr. Everett 
*f  Massachusetts,  then  a  member  of  ibis  House, 
md  now  minister  to  England.  Well,  sir,  Mr. 
•'terett,  and  the  Oommiltee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to 
which  he  belonged,  reported  directly  in  favor  of  the 
^Iftims  provided  for  in  this  1^11,  after  a  a  full  review 


of  the  subject,  and  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
objection  to  them  rested. 

[Mr.  Levy  here  read  extracts  from  the  report,] 

Then,  again,  sir,  we  have  the  able  and  elaborate 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  of  the 
26th  Congress,  made  by  a  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  MoroanJ  still  a  member  of  this  House, 
in  support  of  these  claims,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  of 
which  the  present  is  a  literal  copy.  And  we  have  cow 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  present  Congress 
in  favor  of  them,  and  upon  whose  report  the  bill 
under  consideration  has  progressed  thus  far.  Here 
then,  sir,  we  have  the  weight  of  three  reports  of 
different  Congresses  tn/av^r  of  these  claims  to 
balance  against  the  one  adverse  report  to  which  the 
gentleman  has  referred.  The  weight  of  reports, 
then,  so  far  as  that  is  of  consequence,  is  clearly 
with  the  claimants. 

The  next  item  depended  upon  by  the  gentleman 
as  a  conclusion  against  the  claim,  was  the  debislon 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  against  their  va- 
lidity under  the  treaty. 

Now,  sir,  the  decisions  upon  this  point  have 
been  diverse.  In  the  first  place,  the  people  of 
Florida  regarded  them  as  having  been  provided 
for;  and  presented  them,  under  this  belief,  to  the 
judge  <^West  Florida.  Here,  then,  was  the ^^opit- 
lar  understanding  and  conclusion.  The  judge  of 
West  Florida  received  and  adjudicated  ihem,  as 
comprehended  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty, 
and  provided  for  by  the  act  of  1823  for  carrying 
that  act  into  effect.  Here  was  iht  judicial  decision 
upon  the  question.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury decided  that  they  were  not  so  compre- 
hended. This  was  the  political  decision.  The 
claimants  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Sec- 
retary to  Congress.  And,  as  I  shall  show  at  a 
future  stage  of  the  argument,  the  decision  of  Con- 
gress, as  exhibited  in  the  act  of  1834,  was  against 
the  Secretary,  upon  the  principles  of  his  decision, 
although  these  claims  of  1814  were  not  provided 
for  in  that  act.  Here,  then,  was  the  legislative  d^e- 
cision.  "With  the  popular,  the  judicial,  and  the 
legislative  constructions  of  the  treaty  in  favor  of  the 
claimants,  is  the  adverse  political  decision  of  the 
Secrciary  to  be  conclusive  against  ibeml  I  call 
it  the  political  decision,  because  it  is  stated  in  one 
of  the  reports  to  have  been  the  result  of  Cabinet 
advisement.  Now,  when  it  is  considered  that  this 
was  the  decision  of  a  quasi  interested  Executive, 
construing  a  treatyofits  own  negotiation  in  a  man- 
ner mostravorabte  to  itsown  claims  upon  the  thanks 
of  the  country  for  obtaining,  by  its  diplomacy,  great 
advantages  at  little  cost,  I  respectfully  submit 
whether  its  weight  ought  to  be  regarded  as  conclu- 
sive, or  even  equal  to  the  popular,  the  judicial, 
and  as  1  expect  to  prove,  the  legislative  construction 
of  the  article  involved. 

Without  stopping  to  discuss  at  present  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  error  of  the  argument  in  the  re- 
port ^  the  21st  Congress  against  these  claims,  1 
will  proceed  at  once  to  present  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  the  views  which  have  satisfied 
my  own  mind  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  Government 
to  award  the»indemnity  claimed  by  the  sufferers  of 
West  Florida  in  1814. 

The  first,  and,  tolny  mind,  sufficiently  decisive 
proposition,  I  shall  present,  is,  that  the  claim  of  the 
inhabitants  of  West  Florida  is  a  good  one,  without 
reference  to  any  treaty  stipulation,  but  considered 
separately,^ upon  itsown  merits;  and  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  Government  is  bound  by  every  establish- 
ed principle  of  national  law  and  natural  equity 
to  recognise  and  discharge  it  as  a  debt. 

If  the  same  damages  had  been  done  within  the 
limits  of  our  own  boundary  to  the  private  property 
of  our  own  citizens,  by  an  army  in  the  service  of 
the  country,  there  would  have  been  no  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  indem- 
nify the  sufferers.  The  duty  has  been  recognised, 
in  practice,  by  the  acts  of  181 G  and  1818,  and  the 
innumerable  private  acts  since  then,  providing  in- 
demnification for  private  property  ufed  or  destroy- 
ed during  the  late  war  by  the  American  army,  in 
a  single  volume  of  the  laws,  which  I  havenear  me, 
(vol.  9,)  there  are  no  less  than  fifty  private  bills  of 
this  description.  Now,  if  the  obligation  be  admit- 
ted in  the  case  of  injury  to  the  private  property  of 
the  citizens  of  our  own  Gk>veinment,  who  are  com- 
ponent members  of  the  social  compact,  and  sharing 
in  the  benefits  of  the  Government  and  in  thefrniLsof 
its  noiliiary  achievements,  how  infinitely  stronger  is 
the  obli?^^^^'*  in  the  case  of  such  injury  to  the 

A'citi^ans  of  a  foreign  andfriendly  power— (he  peace- 
ably inhabitants  of  neutral  territory.    But  the  duty 


and  the  obligation  are  expressly  defined  and  estab- 
lished, in  cases  such  as  this  now  presented,  by 
writers  upon  national  law. 

What  is  the  easel  Fending  a  public  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  a  fleet  of  one 
.  of  the  belligerents  sails  into  a  harbor  of  a  neutral 
province,  and  seizing  upon  a  fort  at  its  entrance, 
designs  to  employ  the  harbor  for  shelter  and  re- 
cruital  in  the  prosecution  of  hostilities.  A  com- 
mander of  the  other  belligerent  marches  by  land 
with  a  lar&;e  army,  consisting  of  three  thousand 
men — one-tnird  of  whom  were  savages,  known -to  be 
difficult,  and,  indeed,  incapable  of  restrain^— en- 
tirely t  hroogh  the  dominions  of  the  neutral,  without 
stopping  to  ask  admission  or  passaee,  attacks  and 
captures  a  city  of  the  neutral,  dislodges  the  enemy 
from  the  harbor,  and  aAerwards,  releasing  the  city, 
retires.  In  the  course  of  the  march  to  and  fro,  m 
the  country  of  the  neutral,  ravages  upon  the  private 

Property  of  the  peaceable  peasants,  and  other  in 
abitants  of  it,  are   committed.     Provisions  are 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  army,  or  wantonly  destroy- 
ed; and  the  loss  of  other  property,  consisting  of 
slaves,  &c.,  occasioned  to  the  owners. 

Now,  what  is  the  law  of  nations  applicable  to  the 
case?  It  must  be  remembered  that  no  nation  has 
the  right  to  march  an  army  within  the  territorial 
limitsof  a  friendly  or  neutral  power,  without  ex- 
press permission  of  the  sovereign.  In  certain  cases, 
however,  of  actual  or  supposed  necessity,  it  is  justi- 
fied; but  with  restrictions,  and  under  obligations  ex- 
pressly defined.  The  law  of  nations,  as  laid  down 
by  Vattel,  and  applicable  to  the  case,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  following  passage: 

"Extreme  necesaiiy  may  even  authorize  the  temporary  aeiz- 
ure  of  a  neutral  town,  and  the  pulling  a  garrison  therein,  wtiti 
a  view  to  cover  ourMlvea  from  the  enemy,  or  to  prevent  (he 
execution  of  hia  designs  against  thai  town,  when  the  aoveieiga 
is  not  able  to  defend.  But  when  the  danger  is  over,  we  must 
immedia  ely  resioro  the  plare.  and  pay  all  the  charges,  incon- 
venienres,  and  damages  which  we  have  occasioned  by  seizing 
iL"— Boole  3,  cliap.  vii,  srciion  121. 

The  obligation  is  here  clearly  stated  to  pay  all 
I  he  damages  occasioned. 

Now,  let  the  necessity  lor  the  march  of  the  Amer- 
ican army  into  Florida  be  admitted:  I  seek  not  to 
dispute  it.  Yet  that  necessity  grew  not  out  of  the 
hostile  disposition  of  the  neutral  province,  but  re- 
sulted from  its  weakness,  and  inability  to  prevent 
the  lodgment  of  the  British  force  at  Pensacola. 
This  fact  will  be  established  by  reference  to  vol,  7, 
p.  11,  of  Niles's  Register,  where  it  will  be  found  re- ' 
corded  that  the  British  applied  to  the  Governor  of 
Cuba  for  permission  to  rendezvous  at  Pensacola, 
and  land  troops;  which  permission  was  perempto- 
rily refused,  and  a  packet  despatched  to  rensacola, 
with  orders  to  the  Governor  "to  repel  the  landing 
of  British  troops  in  that  province,  with  all  the  force 
under  his  control."  But  what  could  the  inconsider- 
able military  strength  of  a  small  provincial  town, 
upon  peace  establishment,  do  in  repelling  from  its 
harbor  seven  frigates,  with  an  army  on  board*? 
Where,  then,  is  the  excuse  for  refusing  the  dis- 
charge of  an  obligation  so  clearly  imposed  by  the 
laws  of  na:ions1 

But  are  not  the  plait)  dictates  of  equity  equally 
imperative!  Why  should  the  innocent  inhabit- 
ants of  a  foreign  territory  be  made  to  bear  any 
part  of  the  cast  of  an  invasion  undertaken  for 
your  own  advantage,  without  fault  on  their  parti 
iFor  it  is  not  pretended  they  took  any  hostile  pan 
against  the  United  States;  and  surely  the  weak- 
ness of  their  Government  attached  no  fault  to 
them. 

Bui  suppose,  however,  even  that  the  invasion  of 
West  Florida  was  a  legitimate  act  of  war  against 
the  Spanish  Government,  and  was  subject  only  to 
the  rules  and  principles  governing  a  state  of  public 
war: — still  the  private  property  of  its  inhabitants 
was  not  legitimate  subject  of  capture  or  destruction 
on  land;  the  mure  especially  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Florida  were  non-combatants.  No  principle  is  bet- 
ter settled,  in  the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  than 
thai,  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  the  private 
property  ol  the  citizens  shall  not  be  taken  or  de- 
stroyed, without  indemnity  being  made.  This 
principle  is  vouched  in  our  own  practice,  and  has 
been  distinctly  asserted  by  the  American  Govern- 
ment. It  will  be  Ibund  in  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Monroe  (then  Secretary  of  State)  to  the  American 
plenipotentiaries  at  Gottenburg,  dated  January  28, 
1814;  (see  Wail's  Stale  Papers,  vol.  9; J  and  again  in 
the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the  gentleman 
from  MassachuseUs  himself,  while  Nlinister  to 
Great  Britain,  on  two  occasions,  to  wit:  in  his  leite^ 
of  August  22,  1815,  to  Mr,  Monroe}  and  of  F 
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ruary  17, 1816,  to  Lord  Castlereagh.    [Mr.  L.  read 
extracts  from  these  several  letters.] 

And  here  occurs  the  proper  occasion  to  point  to 
the  error  in  the  argument  of  the  adverse  report  of 
the  twenty-first  Congress.  That  argument  rests 
upon  the  ground  that  the  invai;ion  was  a  justifiable 
act.  What  legitimately  follows]  That  the  Spanish 
%aiwn  would  have  no  rightful  claim  for  damages 
\o  public  property^  or  for  ine  violation  of  her  territo- 
rial sanctity.  But  the  fault  of  the  report  is,  that  it 
carries  its  conclusion  still  further,  and  denies  to  the 
inhabitants  indemnity  for  damages  io  private  prop- 
erty; a  right  which  they  would  possess  by  the  usages 
of  civilized  nations,  even  in  the  case  of  open  public 
war. 

Regarded,  then,  in  any  point  of  view,  the  inhab- 
itants of  West  Florida  had,  at  the  date  of  the  de- 
struction or  capture  of  their  properly,  a  perfect,- in- 
dubitable, and  valid  right  to  indemnity  from  this 
Government.  Has  tlieir  claim  to  this  indemnity 
been  cancelled?  Certainly  not  by  payment;  and, 
with  equal  certainty,  not  by  the  relinquishment  of 
the  losers;  for  they  have  never  ceased  to  demand 
the  due  indemnity.  Has  it  been  renounced^  Show 
me  where.  By  the  treaty!  Sir,  the  very  same  con- 
structioB  of  the  terms  of  the  9th  article,  which  is 
necessary  to  establish  the  renunciation  of  the 
claims  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  indemnity 
for  the  violation  of  her  territorial  domain,  is  un- 
avoidably decisive  of  the  agreement  by  this  Gov- 
ernment to  indemnify  the  Spanish  inhabitants  for 
the  injuries  they  suffered. 

But  can  it  be  possible  that  the  claim  would  have 
been  renounced—nay,  would  have  been  permitted 
by  this  Government  to  be  renounced,  without  in- 
demnification? It  is  undeniable,  that,  up  to  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  the  individual  sufi^erers  by  the 
invasion  of  West  Florida  had  a  valid  and  sub^istin&r 
claim  to  indemnity.  Had  they  continued  Spanish 
subjects,  they  would  have  had  the  right  to  demand 
of  their  Government  the  assertion  and  enforcement 
of  their  claim  against  the  United  States.  This 
Government  would  have  been  compelled  to  recog- 
nise and  discharge  the  obligation  to  indemnify 
them:  ye.s,  sir,  compelled— not  by  the  physical 
force  of  the  Spanish  nation,  (which,  it  is  well 
known,  would  have  been  incompetent;)  but  by  that 
moral  force  which  the  obligations  of  justice,  and 
the  established  rules  of  international  law,  as  rec- 
ognised and  existing  among  the  civilized  communi- 
ties of  the  earth,  exert  over  each  nation.  Now, 
sir,  would  it  have  suited  the  pride,  the  generosity, 
the  dignity,  and  morality  or  this  great  nation,  to 
have  treated  with  Spain  for  the  unqualified  can- 
celment  of  debts  due  to  private  indivliuals,  when, 
by  the  same  instrument,  the  allegiance  of  those  in- 
dividuals was  to  be  transferred,  and  thus  all  possi- 
bility of  justice  withdrawn  from  them?  If  it  was  a 
good  debt,  Spain,  in  relinquishing  it,  of  course,  re- 
ceived consideration;  and  thus  we  will  have  been 
A  party  to  a  cruel  wrong,  by  permitting  her  to  rc»b 
the  people  she  was  about  to  transfer,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment they  were  becoming,  and  by  the  very  instru- 
ment which  made  them,  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  No,  sir:  it  cannot  be  that  this  Government 
designed  to  inflict  upon  these  people  so  great  a 
wrong.  If  the  claim  has  been  renounced,  that  re- 
nunciation must  have  been  coupled  with  a  provis- 
ion for  the  indemnification  of  the  individual  suffer- 
ers. No  other  supposition  would  be  consistent  with 
the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  the  nation;  and  no 
other  construction,  as  I  before  said,  is  possible  to  be 
given  to  the  clause  of  the  treaty.  If  it  has  not 
been  renounced,  then  the  debt  remains  «?fiii  binding; 
and  it  is  incumbent  on  you,  as  I  humbly  conceive, 
since  the  claimants  have  become  incorporated  with 
you  as  your  own  citizens  lo  do,  as  an  act  of  free 
duly  and  grace,  what,  ir  they  had  remained  sub- 
ject to  Spain,  vou  would  have  done,  iippn  the  de- 
mand of  that  Government,  as  an  obligation  of  jus- 
tice. The  purchase  of  the  country,  and  transfer  of 
their  political  obligations,  should  work  no  injury 
to  their  private  rights. 

Bnt  I  propose  to  show  now,  sir,  that  these  claims 
for  the  losses  of  1814  were,  in  fact,  provided  for 
by  the  treaty;  that  such  is  the  fair  construction  of 
tne  ninth  article  of  that  treaty;  that,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  understanding  or  design  of  the  nego- 
tiators, the  words  in  which  they  have  expressed 
their  intention  incontrovertibly  establish  the  right 
of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Florida  to  the  relief  pro- 
vided in  this  act. 

The  distinguished  negotiator  of  the  treaty  on  the 
American  side  [Mr.  Adams]  represents,  in  his 
«iace  here,  that  it  was  not  Intended  to  include  these 


claims  in  the  provision  made  in  the  treaty  for  in- 
demnity, which  provision  was  designed  to  apply 
only  to  the  damages  occasjioned  by  the  operations 
of  the  American  army  in  West  Florida  in  I8l8; 
and  that  those  of  I8I4  did  not  enter  into  the  con- 
templation of  the  negotiators  at  all. 

I  readily,  upon  the  assertion  of  the  gentleman, 
concede  that  such  is  a  correct  representation  of  his 
understanding  and  intentions  at  the  time  of  the 
treaty.  But  1  must  be  allowed  lo  offset  this  under- 
standing of  the  American  negotiator,  by  the  con- 
trary understanding  of  the  Spanish  negotiator. 
De  Onis  published  a  work  shortly  after  his  return 
to  Spain,  in  which  he  gives  a  sketch  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  relations  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  history  and  result  of  his  recent 
negotiations,  which  ended  in  the  treaty  not  then 
ratified  by  Spain.  Intheeiiumeration  of  the  causes 
of  difi>rence  between  the  two  nations,  which  his 
negotiation  was  designed  to  settle,  he  says: 

"To  ihcse  public  acts  or  a|(srenioii  and  violence  werf>  after* 
wards  nchfed  General  Jackaon'ti  march  throagh  Weal  Florida, 
with  ihe  troopii  under  liis  cnmmand,  and  Im  entnince  Into  Pe^i- 
■acola,  to  drive  from  thai  place  the  (ew  English  who  had  landed 
there;  and  the  march  of  another  t)ody  of  American  troops  into 
Ef't  Florida,  to  asvisi  a  party  of  rcvoliers,  who,  from  the 
United  Slates  themselves,  were  enileavoring  to  exciie  disorder 
in  that  provmre.  I  protested,  in  (he  name  of  the  Kin^,  ai^ainst 
all  and  each  of  ihcpe  excesses:  but  the  cabinet  at  Washingioii 
re(upe<i  to  reply  to  me,  and  inflexibly  adhered  to  their  syateni 
of  policy." 

The  title  of  the  book  from  which  this  extract  is 
made,  is  "Memoir  upon  the  Negotiations  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  which 
led  to  the  Treaty  of  1819." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that,  according  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  De  Onis,  the  damage  occasioned 
by  the  invasion  of  1814  was  one  of  the  very  grounds 
of  difference  intended  to  be  arranged  by  the  nego- 
tiation he  conducted. 

This  difference  in  the  understanding  of  the  two 
negotiators  might  naturally  exist,  without  the 
slightest  imputation  upon  the  integrity  or  accu- 
racy of  either;  and  without  injury,  too,  to  the  rights 
of  the  claimants.    It  is  perfectly  explicable. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  not  in 
the  United  Srates  when  the  invasion  of  West 
Florida,  in  1814,  occurred.  He  was  at  that  date 
in  Europe,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  for  nego- 
tiating a  peace  with  Great  Britain.  His  mind  and 
feelings  were  naturally  absorbed  with  the  great 
mission  he  was  upon,  and  which,  about  that  time, 
was  reaching  the  point  of  happy  consummation. 
The  invasion  of  West  Florida  was  not  likely  to 
strike  his  attention  at  such  a  time;  and  when  he 
did  hear  of  it,  it  was  in  connexion  with  the  ever- 
memorable  victory  of  New  Orleans,  among  the 
preliminary  incidents  of  which  the  incursion  into 
Florida  formed  but  an  item.  No  wonder  that  the 
invasion  of  Florida,  overshadowed  and  lost  sight 
of  in  the  greatness  of  the  final  event  with  which 
it  was  connected,  fai'ed,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, to  impress  itself  upon  the  mind  of  the 
gentleman  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence;  and  tfiere 
were  reasons  why  it  may  well  have  failed  to  at- 
tract his  attention  during  the  negotiation.  His 
mind  was  given  to  what  constituted  the  really 
great  objects  of  the  negotiation,  and  upon  which 
ni<  diplomatic  powers  were  about  being  exercised. 
The  boundary  line  west  of  the  Mississippi— the 
acquisition  of  the  Floridas — the  undisputed  title  to 
the  extensive  and  valuable  country  between  the 
Perdido  and  Mississippi  rivers; — these  were  the 
great  topics  of  the  negotiation.  The  subject  of 
Spanish  claims  was  despatched  in  a  few  sentences 
01  an  immensely  voluminous  correspondence. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  every  reason  why 
the  Spanish  minister  should  have  had  his  attention 
fixed  upon  the  subject  of  these  los'^es.  Reduced  by 
the  superior  genius  and  diplomacy  of  his  antagon- 
ist, he  was  con«^enting  to  almost  every  demand  of  the 
American  Government.  The  western  boundary — 
the  Floridas— the  payment  of  the  claims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens— all  were  being  yielded.  And  what 
Wtts  he  receiving,  by  which  to  save  even  the  appear- 
ance of  reciprocity,  and  to  justify  him<ielfar  homel 
The  small  and  only  stipulation  in  favor  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Florida.  No  wonder, then,  that,  upon 
his  part,  he  should  have  looked  with  interest  and 
anxiety  to  this  matter  of  the  claims  for  indemnity. 
To  hifn,  it  was  all  important;  and  therefore  dwelt 
upon  during  the  nosfoiiation,  and  treasured  after  it. 
To  the  American  (Government,  it  was  a  trifle;  and 
therefore  not  heeded  in  the  negotiation,  and,  it 
would  seem,  not  remembered  after  it. 

But  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  what  may  be  the 
variant  understanding  or  recollectipi^  of  the  two  * 


negotiators.  The  meaning  of  the  treaty  is  iqIm 
gathered  from  its  own  words  and  conteit.  h  ista 
tne  instrument  itself,  and  cot  to  its  net;oii&tors  that 
we  arc  required  to  look  for  the  ioteniion  and  stinu. 
lations  of  the  parties  to  it.  This  has  been  &^ 
knowledged  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
in  commenting  upon  a  leuer  from  Earl  HathoN 

to  him,  in  1815,  respecting  the  meaning  of  the  1st 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

Look,  then,  to  the  treaty.     iThe  clause  is  dsU\. 
lows: 


IN  SPANISH. 

**Li«aUm  |Mti(e«  contrattn- 
Us  renuncian  reciprncamenu 
toiiofl  SUB  derech<«  a  imicmni- 
xacionei  por  qiialquiera  de  Iw 
uliimoa  acomicimieiitoa  y  tnn 
racciones  de  eH*  ra»p«('Uvtk 
comandaaiea  y  uficialea  en  laf 
Ftorldaa 

'-Y  liM  Eatadoa  Unidoa  aatla- 
farnn  los  nerjuirioe,  si  l«>a  hu 
bie^e  habiao,  quetoa  habitantpf 
y  oflcialea  Efipanoloa  jnatifi 

auen  leealmenie  baber  aufri 
u  por  taa  operacionc*  del  ex 
ercHo  Americano  enellaa." 


IN  ENGllsn. 
"AfKl  itie  hifh  contnctlBf 
partiea.  rf*peciireljr,  rMonc« 
n.\\  claim  to  indemniuci  fir  in 
of  the  recent  evenaor  [ntm^. 
tiona  of  iheir  rr ipfcufe  caai> 
manden  and  officen  ia  ihi 
Florida*. 

"The  Uniiifd  9iai?«  will  oui, 
saiiafaciioQ  to  be  maife  for  ibi 
iojorira,  if  any,  which,  by  pro- 
ceae  of  taw,  ahallbe  ettabliahtd 
lo  have  bwn  luflered  by  tW 
Spanish  oAcen^iwl  iodiTMlaii 
dpanisb  iiihabiiaou,  by  the  Im 
operationa  of  Uie  Amencu  «• 
mjr  in  Florida. 

Nothing  can  be  more  e7ident— looking  to  tlie 
English  Tcr^ion  alone — ^thali  that  the  stipQlaiioaio 
pay  for  the  injuries  suffered  by  individuals  in  their 
property,  was  co-extensive  with  the  renunciation; 
that,  if  the  renunciation  on  the  part  of  Spain  ex- 
tended to  each  of  the  three  invasions;  the  stipnU- 
tion,  on  the  pan  of  the  United  States,  to  make  in* 
demnity  to  individual  private  sufferers,  extended 
also  to  each  of  them.  If  the  stipulation  to  pay  ap> 
plied  only  to  the  last  invasion^that  of  l81t^,  tbea, 
also,  the  renunciation  applied  only  to  that,  and  the 
United  States  remain  liable  to  the  claim  for  those 
indemnities.  Takteg  either  horn  of  the  dilemmt, 
the  result  is  the  same.  Bnt  if  there  is  even  douiy, 
the  Qovemment  should  not  hesitate  as  to  its  coarse. 
The  high  and  sensitive  impulses  of  national  honor 
will  not  brook  even  suspicion  of  wrong.  The  Tcry 
shadow  of  dishonor  should  be  spurned.  It  i^hould 
be  sufficient  that  there  is  even  a  doubt  as  to  the 
right  to  deny  indemnity  to  these  claimants,  to  en* 
sure  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The  faith  of  treaties 
is  too  sacred  an  obligation  to  be  trifled  with  by  t 
people  professing  a  place  in  the  ranks  of  mor&l  and 
civilized  nations. 

But  if  the  English  version  of  the  treaty  admits  of 
doubt  in  its  construction,  the  Spanish  does  not 
There  the  word  "late,"  found  in  the  English  ver- 
sion, and  opon  which  the  decision  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  turned,  has  no  correspODdeot  vora 
in  the  Spanish  version.  There  is  nothing  which 
can  limit  its  sense  to  the  last  invasion;  bat,  on  the 
contrary,  the  descriptive  terms  are  all  in  the  pU< 
ral — showing  that  the  allusion  was  to  all  the  opera- 
tions, and  to  both  the  Floridas.  No  one  will  deny, 
af\er  a  critical  examination  of  the  Spanish  version, 
that  the  losses  of  1814,  as  well  as  those  of  ISlSaod 
1818,  are  meant  to  be  provided  for. 

Now,  then,  by  whicn  of  these  versions  are  we  to 
b4»  governedl  Fortunately,  the  Supreme  Coon  of 
the  United  States  has  furnished  the  answer.  In  a 
"-ase  in  which  a  similar  difference  in  the  phraseolo- 
gy of  the  Spanish  and  English  versions  of  the  8ih 
article  of  the  same  treaty  was  discovered, the  court 
thus  comments: 

*The  original  treatv  has  been  ezaoitnedin  theDeptrtawntftf 
Suite.  It  is  executed  aa  an  original,  aod  headed  **on|ii)tr'ta 
both  languages.  It  caonoi  have  escaped  our  atunUuo  thatH 
relates  lo  ihe  territory  ceiieii  the  boundariet  fa«(weea  (hose  ivo 
Govr  rnmenia,  ilie  mutual  renunciations,  and  ibr  neh'f  of  ifce 
Inhabitants  of  the  railed  terrirfiries.  There  rs  an  obn*  uf  rrtm 
r  r  iis  t)einKin  i*pant«h,  a»  welt  m  in  Bngtisti.  TtwKiPehaJa 
dirrri  interfst,  as  far  as  bIT  cted  his  own  domiiiiofli«djr<miA( 
the  Ihiitrd  8iaic«,  and  a  tatidable  dt-aire  tn  prcfrrtihe  ioln^i- 
ants  nf  iheretleil  provinces  in  «II  their  rifluaand  property ''- 
U.  S  X*.  Arrtdoudo^  6  Peier»*M  Ji.  TX. 

Agdn:  "Uis  minister  was  i  oi  willing  to  cnist  so  imponMit 
ma'ienoatrejityoniy  In  iheEnslish  languasc.  Theprp#en»««B' 
at  inn  or  (he  holders  of  the  grants,  the  state  of  the  coontiy.  tie 
opinion  uf  this  rourt  in  ^nstc^  rs  Nelsi>n,  and  ihetrgommin 
this  caase.  show  the  wtsddm  aod  justice  which  prompted  him  '^ 
ez|)ree«i  the  iutention  ofthe  Ktsg  in  his  own  lanf  ui^e,  and  iha'M 
his  subjf  ct.^.  s^imilar,  or  fquatly  good,  reasons  may  htu  lo- 
diired  Uie  ministers  of  this  Govemmrnt  to  have  the  trMty 
drawn  in  iia  language;  and  ihua.  considering  the  imiyin  bMk 
Janguages,  and  each  (as  is  declared  at  its  bead) 'ortfuitV  (^ 
one  version  neither  control*,  nor  is  to  be  prefrrrfd  to,  m 
other;  each  expreMra*he  meaning  of  the  conirtrtirig  Mrtis^ 
respectively,  In  (heir  own  lani^iiafe;  as,  in  the  upiniop  ni  esca» 
expressing  and  declaring  the  inientioa  of  both."— /*  ^- 

'The  Spanish  version  waa  io  hia  (the  Spanish niPMrcb il 
words,  and  expressed  his  intentions;  and,  (hough  the  Amerian 
version  ehowed  (he  intention  o(  ihb  Government  lo  bedifetest, 
we  cannot  aditpt  it  aa  the  rule  by  which  to  decids  vbtt  *» 
granted,  what  excepted,  attd  what  reserved.  The  rvla  c^i  i>* 
are  too  clear  to  be  mistalren,  and  too  ImpeiaUve  to  be  diir^w' 
•d  by  tbla  coon."— A.  74I, 
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Claim  of  inhabitants  of  West  Florida-^Mr^  Levy. 


H,  of  Reps. 


Well,  then,  the  clansl  referred  to  on  the  present 
•ccasioD  expressed  what  was  excepted  and  reserved 
J  Spain  from  th*  preceding  renunciation.  It  is 
oDoected  with  the  clause  of  renonciation  by  the 
ODJanction  y,  [and,]  and  forms  a  part  of  it.  It  is 
y  ihe  Spanisih  version,  then,  and  the  Spanish 
ersion  alonC)  by  which  we  most  decide  what  was 
Qtended.  It  is  the  intention  aod  understanding 
f  the  Spanish  Goveroment  which  is  to  rule.  That 
Qtention  is  testified  to  by  De  Onis,  who  expressly 
nnmerates  the  losses  of  1814  as  among  those 
Buses  of  difierence  comprehended  in  the  negotia- 
00,  and  inevitably  results  from  the  legitimate  con- 
irnction  ot  the  clause. 

Bat  1  will  go  fnrtherj  and  proceed  to  show  that 
le  whole  history  of  the  negotiation  justifies  the 
pinioo  that  the  losses  of  1814,  as  well  as  those  of 
bl8,  were  contemplated  by  the  Spanish  Government 
>  be  provided  for  iu  the  treaty.  I  design  to  show 
lat.  Irom  the  commeneemeut  of  the  negotiation, 
le  losses  of  1814  were  intended  to  be  comprehend- 
d;  that  they  were  considered  to  have  been  so  in- 
laded  at  the  time  by  DeOnis.  who  wrote  (pending 
le  negotiation)  to  Pensacola  lor  a  statement  of  the 
»ses;  that  the  invasion  and  losses  of  1818  did  not 
ccnr  until  ailer  the  article  had  been  substantially 
^reed  upon,  though  not  reduced  to  form;  and  that 
lis  construction  of  the  treatv  has  been  expressly 
ecognisedby  the  legislation  of  Congress  as  tne  true 

Df. 

The  first  prejel  of  a  treaty  was  submitted  at  Mad- 
id, by  the  Spanish  cabinet,  to  Mr.  Irving,  the 
imencan  minister  to  that  court,  in  a  commani- 
ition  IVom  Mr.  Pizarro,  dated  August  17,  1817, 
niy  two  and  a  half  years  subsequent  to  the  inva- 
ion  of  West  Florida.  And  it  may  as  well  here 
e  mentioned,  as  worthy  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
ke  movements  between  the  two  nations  for  a  set- 
ement  of  the  existing  causes  of  difference  bv  treaty 
3mmenced  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1816,  but 
Ule  more  than  a  year  aAer  the  occurrences  in  that 
rovince.  In  the  very  first  general  conference 
rhich  look  place  between  Mr.  Irvin?  and  the  Spau- 
;h  cabinet  minister,  the  invasion  of  West  Florida, 
nd  the  damages  occasioned  by  it,  were  dwelt  upon 
s  one  of  the  -causes  of  complaint  and  difference, 
'he  particulars  ot  this  conference  will  be  found 
etailed  in  an  official  communication  from  Mr.  Ir- 
ing  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  i)n  fi)e  in  the  State 
department,  but  never  printed.  The  very  first 
rticle  in  the  first  ^ojH  before  referred  to,  has  rel- 
rence  to  this  subject  of  indemnification,  and  is  as 
illowsi 

"Itt.  Ilia  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  Buttea,  carrfing 
to  etTect  the  cotiventioii  wtilcli  ie  pending  since  the  Tear  ISO-^ 
tlige  ihemselvee  to  the  reciprocal  indemnifiration  of  the  loes- 
^  injuries  and  prejudicee  produced  to  the  Qoveniment  or  8ub< 
cte  of  either  country,  in  contequenca  of  ezceeMs  commiitad 


'  individuals  of  either  nation,  a|(ain8t  the  law  of  nations,  or  the 
isting  treatv;  comprehending  in  this  reciprocal  obligation,  not 
ily  ilie  epoch  to  which  the  said  convention  of  1802  relera,  but 
■oimtomniiiee  for  posterior  ezceaaeeof  the  aame  kind,  com- 
iited  by  Individuals  of  either  nation,  from  such  epoch  till  the 
y  in  which  the  present  convendon  shall  be  settled  and 
;ned." 

This  proposition  was  virtually  for  the  extension 
the  convention  of  1802  to  all  .vosUrior  excesses 
'  a  similar  kind  to  those  for  which  indemnifica- 
3n  was  provided  by  that  convention.  And  what 
ere  the  claims  provided  for  by  that  convention? 
hey  are  described  in  the  3d  article  as  follows: 

"All  claims,  as  well  by  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Hajeity, 
bj  the  citizens  of  the  United  tStates  of  America,  who  may 
vea  right  to  demand  compensation  for  the  losses,  damages,  or 
juries,  sustained  by  them  m  consequence  of  the  ezcesKs  com* 
lued  by  Spanish  subjects,  or  American  citizens." 

Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  that  the  losses 

ifiered  by  the  inhabitants  of  West  Florida,  in  con« 

quence  of  the  excesses  committed  by  the  American 

'my,  were  compreheuded  in  the  description  of 

ises  for  which,  indemnity  was  prd'posea  by  the 

penish  cabinet  in  this  first  pr0;>^ 

The  negotiation  was  then  transferred  to  Wash- 

igton.    And  I  propose  to  follow  the  course  of  it, 

(far  as  the  subject  of  indemnities  was  concerned. 

The  first  reference  to  the  subject  is  in  the  letter 

r  Mr.  Adams  to  De  Onis,  dated  January  6, 1818, 

I  which  he  proposes,  aibong  other  things,  the  fol- 

>wing: 

'The  claims  of  indemnities  for  spoliations,  whether  Spanish 
French,  within  Spanish  Jurisdiction,  and  fhr  the  suppresf>ion 
thede|)ositeat  New  Orleans,  to  be  arbitiated  and  se tiled  by 
mm\iitAown>  in  the  maimer  agrttd  upon  in  the  unratified 
'nventionof  1802." 

In  a  letter  dated  January  24,  De  Onis  thus  re- 
lies: 

"I  now  proceed  to  state  the  most  obvious  and  aaieotial  diffi- 
lilies  which  render  your  three  propoealsfor  the  settlement  of 


yon  onl^roentlori  the  Indemnity  for  spoliations  sufTered  Vy 
American  citizens,  and  omit  that  which  is  eauallj  due  to  Span* 
iards  for  spoliations  romniitted  on  them  by  ine  ciiizeneanu  au- 
thorities of  this  republic,  in  violation  of  ihe  law  of  nations  and 
the  ezisiing  treaty." 

And,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  letter,  proposes 
as  follows: 

*'II'8  Catholic  Msjosty  to  ratify  the  eon rentlon  of  1802,  and 
both  Governmenui  bi  abide  by  the  decision  of  tbs  Joint  commis* 
sion  on  the  question  of  Indemnities,  claming  as  such  those 
which  regard  American  citizenn,  and  the  Crown  and  subjects 
of  hi«  Catholic  Majesty,  for  spoliations  reciprocally  committed 
to  ths  period  of  ih's  said  convention,  and  lAcrrca/Ver,  to  the  dale 
of  the  eoDfirmation  of  the  adjustment  by  the  joint  commis- 
sion." 

And,  in  a  letter  of  the  10th  February,  adds  further: 

"The  question  of  indemnities  can  be  attended  with  no  diffi- 
culty. The  Spanish  Gorernment  has  always  been  willing  to 
give  due  satisfaction  for  the  Imsss  and  Injuries  sustained  by  eit- 
izeosof  this  republic,  andcommitted  by  Spaniards,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations  and  the  exiting  treaty;  but  it  cannot  relin- 
quish its  claim  to  comprehend,  in  like  manner,  m  the  adjust- 
ineniof  those  losses  and  injuries,  such  as  have  been  commuted 
by  citizens  and  authorities  of  this  republic  on  the  Crown  and 
subjects  of  8pain,  in  vio'aiion  of  the  same  richt  and  treaty. 
Your  Gorernmeni,  sensible  of  the  justice  of  this  demand,  can- 
not fail  to  accede  to  iu" 

On  the  Idth  of  March,  Mr.  Adams  replies  in  the 
following  terms: 

"With  regard  to  the  third  of  tlie  subjects  of  diflereooe  be* 
tween  Spain  and  the  United  States  (hat  remain  to  bo  adjusted, 
the  claims  of  Indemnification  for  injuries,  losses,  and  dsmages 
suffered  by  American  citizens  from  Spanish  authorities  and 
subjects,  and  within  Spanish  Jurisdiction,  I  flatter  myself,  from 
the  tenor  of  your  note,  devoted  particularly  to  the  consideration 
of  this  point,  that  it  is  not  absolutely  oueuscepiible  of  being 
brou([ht  to  a  favorable  Issus.  You  ezprens  the  willingnew  of 
yourGoyernment  to  resume  the  unratified  convention  of  1802, 
and  to  extend  its  stipulation  to  the  cases  of  complaint  of  asiini- 
lar  character  to  thoee  provided  for  in  it,  which  have  since  that 
time  accrued.  Itisundoobtetlly  the  intention  of  this  Govern- 
ment that  its  engagements  should  be  reciprocal;  and^  if  this 
was  not  expressly  declared  in  my  note  of  the  16th  of  January,  it 
was  merely  because  the  President  was  not  aware  that  any  such 
claims  of  Spanish  subjects  for  indemnities  from  the  American 
Government  were  in  existence.  I  am  authorised  to  assure  you 
that  there  mIII  be  no  difficulty  in  including  any  such  as  may  ex- 
ist in  the  convention,  aod  in  making  the  United  States  answer- 
able for  all  indemnities  which  may  be  justly  due  by  them." 

Here  the  matter  rested.  The  principles  of  the 
couTention  of  1802,  which  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Pizarro,  in  the  firjt  instance,  as  the  basis  of  the 
clause  on  indemnities,  were  adopted  by  De  Onis 
and  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  reciprocal  extension  of  its 
application  down  to  the  date  at, which  they  were 
treating.  No  further  reference  was  made  to  the 
ubject  of  indemniiies,  until  long  afterwards,  when 
the  treaty  was  being  thrown  into  form.  Now,  all 
this  had  transpired  prior  to  tke  invasion  of  Florida 
in  1818,  which,  it  is  alleged,  was  the  only  matter 
of  damage  referred  to  in  the  negotiation.  The  in- 
vasion of  1814  had  occurred  but  shortly  before  the 
negotiation  opened.  It  had  been  referred  to  as  one 
of  the  subjects  of  complaint,  in  the  first  confer- 
ence between  Mr.  Pizarro  and  Mr.  Irving.  It  was 
stated  bjr  De  Onis,  in  his  memoir  before  referred 
to,  as  one  of  the  differences  requiring  adjustment 
by  a  treaty.  These  circumstances  strongly  prove 
that  at  the  time  the  subject  of  indemnities  was 
discpssed  and  substantially  concluded  upon^  the  in- 
juries iutended  to  be  provided  for  were  those 
which  had  occurred  prior  to  the  invasion  of  1818; 
to  wit — that  ol  West  Florida  in  IH 14,  provided  for 
in  the  bill  now  under  consideration;  and  those  of 
East  Florida  in  1812  and  1813,  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  1834.  This  conclusion  is  rendered  certain 
by  the  circumstance,  that  directly  after  the  occur- 
rence of  the  invasion  of  1814,  De  Onis  had  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  an^  official  pro- 
test against  it,  and  a  demand  for  satisfaction;  which 
shows  that  when  he  opened  the  negotiation,  the 
subject  must  have  been  impressed  upon  nis  mind;  and 
by  the  further  circumstance,  tnat,  during  the 
negotiation,  he  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  Elast  and 
West  Florida  for  an  official  statement  of  the  losses 
suffered  by  rhe  inhabitants  in  consequence  of  the 
invasions  of  1812  and  1814;  showing  thus  that  he 
regarded  them  as  comprehended  among  the  sub- 
jects of  the  pending  negotiation.  The  protest  and 
reclamation  on  account  of  the  invasion  of  1814 
was  uoder  date  of  the  16th  December,  1814.  It 
has  never  been  printed  or  made  public,  nor  does 
it  even  seem  to  have  been  translated.  I  found  it 
in  the  State  Department,  in  a  volume  of  original 
letters,  after  a  troublesome  search. 

After  the  subject  of  indemnities  had  been  thus 
disposed  of,  and  the  correspondence  had  continued 
in  relation  to  boundaries  and  the  French  spolia- 
tions, the  invasion  of  Florida  in  1818  by  Jackson, 
and  other  circumstances  of  disagreement,  caused 
a  suspension  of  the  negotiation  at  Washington. 
When  it  ^&s  again  resumed,  the  proposed  cession 
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boundaries,  led  to  a  proposition  for  a  mutual  renun- 
ciation of  claims.  The  interposition  of  M.  Hyde 
de  Neuville  (the  French  minister)  was  employed 
in  reconciling  the  differences  between  the  two  ne- 
gotiators as  to  the  details  of  the  treaty;  and  in  the 
paper  furnished  by  him  as  a  memorandum  of  the 
nistory  of  his  intervention,  (to  be  found  in  the  Amer- 
ican State  Papers,  at  page  621  of  the  4th  volume  of 
Foreign  Relations,)  the  following  facts  appear  in 
reference  to  that  part  of  the  ninth  article  which 
relates  to  the  Florida  claims.  Mr.  Adams  bad  pro* 
posed  as  follows: 

"And  the  high  contraction  parties  respectirely  renounes  all 
cltims  to  indemniiies  for  any  of  the  recent  erents  or  transac- 
tions of  their  respective  commanders  and  oflleais  in  ths  Plor- 
idas.'* 

Mr.  Byde  de  Neuville  says,  in  reference  to  the 
above: 

"To  (he  abore  claim  Mr.  de  Onis  adds,  that  the  I'nited  Btatse 
will  satisfy  all  the  Just  claims  which  the  inhahitants  and  Span- 
ish officers  of  the  Florldas  may  have  upon  them  In  consequanea 
of  the  damages  thsy  msy  havs  sustained  hy  the  operations  and 
proceedinnof  the  American  army,  as  is  customary  with  tba 
citizens  of  the  United  States  under  dmilar  circumstances." 

To  this  reservation,  Mr.  Adams  remarks: 
"Agreed." 

The  matters  referred  to  in  this  paper,  prepared 
by  Mr.  de  Neuville,  occurred  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Adams  received 
from  President  Monroe  aathority  to  conclude  the 
treaty:  and  on  the  22d  the  treaty  was  formally 
signed  bv  Mr.  Adams  and  De  Onis,  in  the  shape 
in  which  it  now  stands. 

Nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that  the  ob- 
ject of  De  Onis  was  to  secure  to  those  of  the  Span- 
ish subjects  who  were  about  to  become  American 
citizens,  by  the  transfer  of  Florida,  the  indemnities 
they  were  entitled  to  in  consequence  of  the  repeat- 
ed invasions  of  those  provinces  which  had  occur- 
red within  the  few  preceding  years;  and  that  the 
reference  in  his  mind  was  to  ail  the  invasions. 
At  all  events,  it  is  evident  that  the  condition  and 
the  renunciation  are  co-extensive;  that  if  the  condi- 
tion does  not  cover  the  losses  of  1814,  neither  does  the 
renunciation;  and  that  thev  would,  therefore,  re- 
main unrenounced,  and  valid  as  a  yet  existing  ob- 
ligation. 

But  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  settled  the 
point,  that  the  engagement  to  pay  for  injuries  suf- 
fered in  Florida  is  not  confined  to  the  invasion  of 
1818,  and  that  the  deci.<^ion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  erroneous. 

The  first  legislation  upon  the  subject  was' in 
18S^  The  act  passed  that  ^ear  was  entitled  "An 
act  to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaif 
concluded  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  on 
the  22d  of  February,  1819."  The  first  section  di- 
rected that  the  judgesof  the  superior  courts  at  Pen- 
sacola and  St.  Augustine  should  receive  and  adjust 
all  claims  of  the  inhabitants,  arising  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  ^^agreeabl-iftothe  provisions 
0/  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  \oith  Spain"  The 
second  section  required  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  review  those  decisions,  and  to  pay  the 
awards  "on  being  satisfied  thai  the  same  are  just  and 
equitable  within  ihe  provisions  of  the  treaty.  Two 
things  are  to  be  remarked  in  respect  to  this  act-« 
that  the  execution  of  the  ninth  article  was  the  evi- 
dent and  exclusive  object;  and  that  the  ninth  article 
was  considered  to  apply  to  other  claims  besides 
those  growing  out  of^ tne  invabion  of  1818;  for  that 
was  confined  to  West  Florida,  while  the  act  con- 
templates claims  "arising  within  the  jurisdiction" 
of  the  judge  of  Elast  Florida  also. 

Under  this  act,  the  judges  of  East  and  West 
Florida  received  and  adjudicated  upon  claims  ari- 
sing out  of  the  invasion  of  East  Florida,  under 
Mathews,  in  1812  and  1813;  and  the  invasions  of 
West  Florida,  under  Jackson,  in  1814,  and  again 
in  1818.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rejected 
the  claims  of  1812  and  '13,  and  of  1814,  altogether, 
upon  the  express  ground  that  the  provisions  of  ihe 
treaty  comprehended  only  the  losses  of  1818.  Ap- 
peal was  made  to  Congress  by  the  rejected  sufier- 
ers.  The  act  of  1834  was  passed  as  the  sense  of 
Congress  upon  the  subject.  That  act,  in  the  first 
section,  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  the  amount  awarded  by  the  judge  of  the  sn- 
peHor  court  at  St.  Augustine,  ^*under  the  authority 
of  the  161st  chapter  of  the  acts  of  ihe  Viih  Congress, 
approved  3d  il/arcA,  1823,  for  losses  occasioned  in 
East  Florida  by  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  years  1812  and  18l3,  in  all 
cases  where  the  decision  of  the  said  judge  shall  be 
deemed,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be 
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losses  of  1813  and  1813  did  come  within  the  intent 
of  the  act  of  1823;  and.  therefore,  also  within  the 
intent  and  provisions  oltbe  9th  article  of  the  treaty, 
and,  overruling  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  that 
they  were  not  comprehended,  confines  his  discre- 
tion, in  the  payment,  to  the  point  of  their  being 
**just"  It  is  the  legislative  decree  that  the  provis- 
ion of  the  9th  article  was  not  confirud  to  the  losses 
of  1818.  The  claims  of  the  sufferers  of  1812  and 
1813  were  ordered  to  be  paid,  not  upon  any  grounds 
of  equitable  consideration  inde^naenl  of  tJ^  ireaiy^ 
bat  expressly  as  being  in  exectUton  of  the  0th  article. 
The  intention  of  Coogiess  is  made  still  more  man- 
ifest in  the  2d  section  of  the  act,  which  authorizes 
the  reception  and  adjudication  of  any  further  claims 
not  before  presented,  or  in  which  ttie  evidence  was 
withheld,  "in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  such  claims  were  not  pro- 
yided  for  by  ike  treaty  of  February  22,  1819,  be- 
tween the  GovermneiU  of  the  United  States  and 
Spain"  Thus  showinj;  that  the  decision  of  the 
Secretary  was  fully  before  Congress,  and  that  the 
conclusion  was  against  him,  expressly  dpon  the 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  TREATY. 

The  losses  of  1814  were  not  included  in  the  pro- 
visions of  this  aet  of  1834,  because  the  commiitee 
confined  the  bill  reported  to  those  of  1812  and  '1^, 
and  the  Delegate  from  Florida,  (anxious,  I  presume, 
to  avoid  embarrassing  its  pas^e,  by  pressing  the 
qaeslion  as  to  those  of  1814  upon  the  House  for  de- 
cision at  the  time,)  took  it  as  it  was  offered,  without 
discussion.  The  distinction  made  by  the  commit- 
tee which  reported  the  bill,  between  the  losses  of 
1812  and  those  of  1814,  is  altogether,  in  my  view, 
a  mistaken  ooe.  It  is,  that  the  invasion  of  East 
'Florida,  in  1812,  was  unauthorized;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  Government  was  liable  for  the  damages; 
bat  that  the  invasion  of  West  Florida,  in  1814, 
being  justified  by  the  laws  of  nations,  was  in  a  dif- 
ferent predicament.  Now  this  would  have  been  a 
eood  answer  to  a  claim  from  Spain  for  reparation 
for  the  violence  done  to  her  sovereignty  by  the  in- 
vasion, or  for  injury  to  public  property  occasioned 
by  it— as,  for  instance,  the  destruction  of  Fort  Ba- 
rancas,&c.;  but  it  is  not  a  justifiable  answer  to  a 
claim  for  the  use  or  destruction  of  the  private  prop- 
erty of  peaceable  and  unoffending  peasants,  and 
other  inhabitants.  Not  even  the  penaency  of  open 
public  war  justifies,  as  I  have  before  shown,  the  re- 
fusal to  pay  for  such  injuries  among  civilized  na- 
tions. 

I  have  endeavored,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  intel- 
ligible to  the  House  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
rest  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I  had  designed  to  add 
some  further  remarks  to  what  I  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  touching  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings;]  but  the  sense  of  the 
House,  as  manifested  in  the  entertainment  of  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  which  cut  ofi, 
and  virtually  rejected  his  motion,  rendered  it  un- 
necessary. Without  further  trespass,  therefore, 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House,  I  will  conclude. 

Note.— In  the  rnidM  of  ihe  remarks  of  which  the  foregoing 
b  the  subetance,  Mr.  Lbvt  wm  arrested  bv  the  application  of 
the  hoar  rule.  Mr.  Adamb  then  obtained  the  flooi,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  again  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  When  he 
concluded, Mr.  Lbvt  endeavored  again  to  obtain  the  floor,  (or 
the  purpose  of  concluding  his  argument,  and  replying  further 
to  Mr.  Aoijffs;  but  he  failed  in  this  endearor,  the  previous 
oueslion  having  been  called,  and  being  insisted  upon  by  one  of 
the  members.  The  House  was  thus  brought  to  a  direct  vole 
upon  the  l>il|  before  it  was  in  possession  oi  all  the  facts  and  ar* 
gaments  depended  upon  in  it*  support.  The  natural  conse< 
aaence  of  this  was  its  rejection.  Mr.  Lbvt  afterwards,  during 
the  day.  obtained  Ihe  floor  upon  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
pursued  his  remarlts.  The  argument,  such  as  it  was,  has  been 
written  out,  and  thrown  into  continuous  form;  in  order  that, 
when  the  subject  shall  bereaAer  be  again  brought  before  Con- 
gress, the  necessity  may  not  exist  for  the  consumption  of  time 
by  the  oral  repetition  of  what  has  before  been  said. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  GWIN, 

OF  MISSISSIPPI. 
In  the  House  of  Repraentativee,  February  11, 1843.— 
On  ihe  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Iugsbsoll  to  print 
10,000  extra  copies  of  the  majority  and  minrrity 
reports  upon  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts. 

Mr.  Adams  having  concluded, 

Mr.  QWIN  of  Iklississippi  got  the  floor,  and  re- 
plied as  folio  vs: 

Mr.  Spbakbr:  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adams]  setms  to  entertain  great  dread  of 
the  appearance  of  British  vessels  in  the  warers  of 
the  Mississippi.  Has  the  gentleman  always  betn 
9iA  anxious  to  prevent  their  appearance  in  those 
waters  as  be  seems  lo  be  at  present?  If  I  recollect 
lui^ht  an  imporum  era  in  t^  bistorj  of  uor  coun- 


try, the  gentleman  was  aocosed  of  an  aMempt«  at 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  to  bargtin  away  to  Great 
Britain  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  and 
its  iributaries,  for  Fome  advantage  in  the  fisheries 
to  the  North.  He  was  so  ehacged  by  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  citizens  of  this  coantry,  [Mc. 
Clay,]  between  whom  and  the  gentleman  Irom 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  an  adjoarned  question 
of  veracity  exists  to  this  day  on  this  subject.  I 
should  like  to  bear  the  gentleman  clear  up  that 
charge,  ere  be  presents  himself  a«  the  special  cham- 
pion of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  Treach- 
erous once,  he  may  betray  ns  again;  and  I  am  the 
more  induced  to  doobt  him  on  this  occasion,  as  the 
altfinative  presented  to  avoid  the  horrors  of  war 
with  Great  Bniain,  and  thus  the  appearance  of 
British  wsr  steamers  in  the  wa-ers  of  thn  Missis 
sippi,  is  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the  several 
Stales  by  the  General  Government. 

Sir,  i^  it  not  dpgrr.ding  us  as  a  nation,  to  hear  a 
Represcota'ive  in  the  American  Congress  warn  ns 
against  the  danger  of  .a  war  with  Great  Britain,  bjr 
holding  op  the  rraalt  of  the  recent  oonieat  of  that 
nation  with  China  as  oar  probable  fata  in  the  event 
of  a  ooUidon  between  the  two  nationst  Shall  we 
be  threatened  in  our  own  halls  with  the  payment 
of  twenty  one  millions,  to  boy  a  dishonorable  peace 
with  that  powerful,  arrogant,  and  haughty  nation? 
Can  any  American  patriot  forget  the  glorious  ter- 
minaii-  n  of  our  two  wars  with  Great  Biiiain,  then 
in  cor  infancy  as  a  nation,  and  destitute  of  reronrees; 
and  shall  we  now,  when  in  fnll  manhood,  be  forced 
to  commit  a  grievous  wrong  npoa  the  Cont<titiition 
of  our  conn  try,  to  avoid  a  war  that  it  is  predicted 
will  terminate  so  di5:astroasly  to  ns?  Sir,  it  is  hn- 
miliatJFg  to  hear  snch  remarks  from  any  quarter, 
but  especially  so  when  they  emanate  from  one  of 
the  RepreMUtatives  of  this  great  nation  on  this 
floor. 

1  have  not  been  disposed  at  any  time,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  introduce  the  question  here  of  the  valid- 
ity of  the  bonds  issued  in  the  name  rf  the  State,  for 
the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  and  the  liability  of  the 
State  to  pay  these  bond^}  but  the  question  appears 
to  be  so  entirely  misunderstood  and  misrepresented, 
both  here  and  elsewhere,  that  I  shall  avail  myself 
of  this  occasion  to  state  the  grounds  that  have  been 
taken  by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Slate  on 
thisiubjcct.  It  is  simply  thi5:  shall  the  State  as- 
sume the  payment  of  a  debt  contracted  in  her  name, 
in  violation  of  her  constitution?  For  I  contend 
that  these  bonds  were  i.<«ued  by  authority  of  an  un- 
constitutional lawj  and  that  even  the  requirements 
of  that  law,  inoperative  as  it  is  upon  the  State, 
were  disregarded  in  the  sale  of  the  bonds. 

During  the  summer  of  1841,  a  letter  was  written 
by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  and  extensive- 
ly circulated,  giving  a  clear  and  concise  history  of 
the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  its  conflict 
with  the  State  constitution.  In  order  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  question,  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  that  letter. 

"The  constitution  provides  that  'No  Urn  shall 
ever  be  passed  to  raise  a  loan  of  money  upon  the 
credit  of  the  State,  or  to  pledge  the  faith  of  tfae 
State  for  the  payment  or  redemption  of  any  loan 
or  debt,  unless  such  law  be  proposed  in  the  Senate 
or  House  of  Representatives,  and  be  agreed  to  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  House,  and  en* 
tered  on  their  journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
taken  thereon,  and  be  refetred  to  the  next  succeed- 
ing Legislature,  and  pt:bli&hed  for  three  months 
previous  to  the  next  regular  election,  in  three 
new5papers  of  this  State;  and  unless  a  majority  o' 
each  branch  of  the  Legislature  so  elected,  after 
such  publication,  shall  agree  to  and  pass  snch  law; 
and,  in  such  case,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken 
and  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  House.' 

**This  wise  provision  of  our  constitution  is  pecu- 
liar to  our  State;  and,  amidst  the  general  pecuniary 
embarrassments  whidi  now  press  so  heavily  upon 
the  energies  of  several  of  our  sister  States,  arising 
from  imprudent  and  hasty  legislation,  and  from  an 
unadvised  pawning  of  that  brightest  jewel  of  the 
State— her  ya{l4*-for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  be  used  by  the  pbw  to  the  prejudice  of  the  many, 
every  Mississippian  should  feel  grateful  to  the 
framers  of  our  constitution  for  their  prudence  and 
forecast  in  tliaa  guarding  our  honor  and  onr  prop-  .u 


erty,  by  rcsuaiaingjrjm  Munperii^  with  oar  ^th 
or  oredit  as  a  St^e,  a  L(;gisla4ur9  who^e  fmnts^ 
4M>fldooi  has  eridently  pCKKcded  Irom  iiBMhL 
cathcr  ikan  wise  and  delibrraie  conasils.  ftiai| 
would  be  a  inoctorry  of  ^nti]ia«ie^al  goveramanta 
to  aay  to  tlieir  agenis,  ^tkaa  far  shalt  ami  ho,  iM 
ao  farther,*  and  yet  atrianT  aaitfCTiMi  wtey  m. 

PftlCTlOlf  OP  RKSXRVKD  U  OttTS. 

'*At  the  January  session  of  f827,  the  LegitlatoTB 
of  our  State  passed  analst  entitled  ^AnacttofQ. 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Missisglppj  TJoim 
Bank,'  in  which  you  must  mark  the  (act  ibai  to 
provision  is  made  that  the  Btatf;  of  Mi&istsippi 
shall  be  a  sabscriber  (ox  slock.  But,  oo  the  eoo- 
trary,  section  4  of  the  law  says  *4hat  theoiroeriaf 
real  estate  ciinated  in  the  State  of  Mi88i(»i|yii,aad 
who  are  cttiaeoa  thereof,  shalibe  thi^  ealy  pefvgi 
eo tl lied  I o  sobsori be.'  vThia  Umt  provides  ihat  tbe 
capital  of  the  bank  ahail  be  |15/)0&,00%  tktiHi 
books  of  subscription  Shall  be  kept  opea  far  dx 
months,  under  the  Inspection  of  leiliMDa^ to 
be  chosen  by  tbe  Legislature;  that  so  sooa  as  f ve 
thousand  ahares  shall  have  been  subccriM,  ike 
Governor  of  the  Sta^e  »hali  appoint  thirteea  dfrft. 
tors,  to  serve  for  twelve  months,  who  sk^l  tife 
charge  of  the  bank  and  tbe  books  of  subscr^tioa; 
that,  after  the  books  are  closed,  tbe  bank  laij  |o 
into  immediate  operation,  whenever  it  shall  appeir 
that  at  least  1500,000  sbaU.  have  h^n  labaeribed 
and  paid  m;  tiat  those  deelaredstockholdenbyile 
directors  shall  pay  into  the  bank  the  (am  of  m 
dollars  npon  each  and  every  share  aiibaorihed{i)iit 
the  atockkolders  ahall  give  their  bon^tothebaak 
ft>r  the  amount  of  sioek  allowed  to  each,  aaddHll 
also  execute  mortgages  nptoa  refcl  esuite,  wkk  Ike 
privilege  of  including  one -fourth  of  t3ie  amooat « 
slaves,  to  secure  the  payment  of  their  stock-bonb- 
(thus,|iiot  only  (he  property  mortgaged,  bat  the  vhok 
estate  of  the  stockholder,  would  have  beeo  booBd 
for  the  redemption  of  the  slock;)  and  that  both  iIr 
principal  and  interest  of  the  bank  bonds  were  lo  be 
paid  by  the  bank  as  they  severally  fell  doe.  Tha 
it  is  /oriher  provided,  that  tbe  Stale  shall  pledge  in 
faith  for  the  redemption  of  the  capital  stock;  or,  k 
other  words,  shall  become  the  aeenritf  of  tbeiob* 
seribers  for  stock*  npon  being  allowed  teapcreoM. 
of  the  profits  of  the  bank,  the  appTintauat  of  fin 
of  the  thirteen  dtractors,  and  a  staoliDg  aceoaaw- 
dation  loan  of  |900,000;  and  theSOlhsectiaBfe- 
qu ires  the  Governor  to  execute  to  the  said  biak, 
from  lime  to  time,  bonds  in  amount  proportioned 
to  the  sums  subscribed  and  secured  to  iba  saiisfic* 
Cion  of  the  directors,  until  the  whole  amoiat  af 
bonds  shall  be  furnished.  In  this  charter  pn  vOi 
at  once  perceive  no  risk,  no  hazard  of  tai&tia 
whatever. 

<<Thi8  act  was  published— not  the  lengthof  tiae 
required  by  tbe  constitution,  it  is  traa;  bat  still,  it 
was  published;  and  it  is  unworthv  of  this  gmt 
question  to  dwell  on  quibbles.  At  a  faeeeedini 
Legislature,  which  met  in  January,  1938,  the 
same  law  came  up  f^r  re-enactment.  While  it 
was  itill  pending,  and  t>efore  another  vote  vts 
taken  upon  it,  a  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  aad 
House  of  Representatives— a  committee  (f  the 
greatest  weight  and  highest  responsibility  tkat  can 
at  any  time  be  raised-^-was  appointed,  and  in- 
siracted  to  ^examine  whether  the  said  bill  caa  bi 
amended;  and,  if  so,'  whether  It  be  praciicible  lo 
change  it  into  a  Sta^ebaok  exclusively.'  From  tbe 
unanimous  report  of  that  committee,  permit  me 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  followiog  extricts: 

"  *But  as  to  that  portion  of  the  said  charter  vbieb 
relates  to  the  subscribers  or  stockholdcis  to  tbe  aid 
institution,  being  the  primary  conditioa  oa  vhicb 
the  faiih  of  the  Stale  is  to  be  pledged,  and  u  neb 
constitutes  a  vital  part  of  it,  we  have  no  pover  tp 
change  the  same,  unless  it  should  be  again  sabai^ 
ted  to  the  people  for  their  sanction;  which  voold 
have  the  tendency  to  postpone,  for  at  least  tvo 
years,  its  consummation.  This  course  yonr  eom* 
mittee  believe  would  be  directly  at  war  wiib  tbe 
wishes  of  our  constituents,'  dkc. 

**This  report  was  received,  end  unaDlmootlf 
adopted  by  the  Legislature.  At  that  time,  vbik 
the  diarter  is  still  pending,  and  open,  of  eoarfe,  to 
all  amendments  admissible  under  the constitstieB, 
it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  vital  ptrtsof 
the  bill  cuiw>\  be  changed  withoui  a  re-saboin^ 
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of  the  diarter  to  the  people; .  conseqaeotly,  the 
otigiQ^l  cbartAr  hecomies  a  law  od  the  5tb  day  of 
Febraary,  1838»  without  change  or  alteration. 
WitboQt  calUog  in  qucsiioD  ihe  coosiitaiioDality  of 
thj^  cbarur,  I  migbi  «iqa«  and  if iampbantly  ask, 
Has  a  single  bond  of  the  State  b^fen  issued  and 
sold  ander  ihi3  cbartef?  If  so,  who  were'  the  di- 
rectors i^ppoiotcd  by  the  Qovernor  lo  manage  the 
bank?  Who  we're  the  sobscribers  for  stock?  Had 
the  books  of  f^abdcription  been  kept  optn  six 
months  How  maay  stockholders  had  paid  ten 
dollars  upon  each  and  every  share  subscribed? 
How  many  bondi  for  stock  had  been  given  and  se 
cared  by  satisfactory  mortgage?  Not  one  of  these 
thioKS  had  been  dene  at  the  time  the  bonds  ia  ques* 
tioQ  were  is»aed  and  sold:  and  the  purchaser  must 
have  known  it. 

"But  here  foUowb  the  explanation:  Ten  days  af- 
ter the  pai^sage  of  ibe  foregoing  charter,  the  Nime 
Legislature  that  determined,  by  qnantmous  Totf , 
that  the  charter  oould  not  be  amended  while  pend- 
iog  before  th<m,  parsed  *Ad  act  snpplementary  to 
ao  act  to  inoorpotaie  the  subscriber^  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Union  Bank*,*  wherein,  vnder  Ihe  magic  title 
0t  <s|ip4Mdmf  nt,^  tbey  eodeayorad  to  do  indirectly 
what  the  coBiicience  of  every  member  checked  him 
in  doing  direelly.  They  mfii^  <(bft«ges  in  H)e  char*- 
ter,  by  way  of  supplement,  which,  but  a  few  days 
before,  they  had  declared,  under  oaib,  would  viii- 
»ie  the  whole  instrument*  This  procedure  Was  in 
violation  of  |l11  parliamentary  rule  known  in  this 
or  any  other  enlightened  country ;  and  it  can  be 
csoDBiHercd  in  no  other  light  than  a  legielative  fraud, 
Realise  it  violated  not  only  the  constitution,  ac- 
cording  to  their  own  showings  but  also  one  of  their 
express  roles  of  order,  which  prohibited  the  repeal 
of  anjr  law  the  same  session  at  which  it  was  passed. 
On  the  15th  of  Pebinary,  1838,  this  act  took  the  form 
and  shape  of  law.  The  very  first  section  changed 
atiogether  the  attitude  of  the  Bute  to  the  bank. 
In  the  original  act,  the  State,  being  amply  indem* 
nified,  agree^f  to  stand  as  the  security  of  the  btock- 
holders;  in  this  supplemental  act,  she  becomes  pri« 
narily  liable  for  #5,000,000.  In  the  original  act,  no 
iadividaal  bat  a  citizen  of  ihe  State  can  rob«cribe 
and  take  stock;  iAthis  act,  theBiate  becomes  a  sub- 
scffibftr  for  slock,  and,  by  express  repeal,  gives  up 
lier  ten  per  cent,  of  the  profits^  her  five  diredors, 
aad  her  accommodation  loan  of  |300,000,  an^  be- 
comes a  partner  in  the  banking  adventure.  AH 
this  is  done  ukkder  the  talismanic  word  'supple- 
mem,'  without  submitting  it  in  aoy  way  to  the  peo- 
ple !  .Now,,  it  must  be  apparent  to  the  commonest 
uaderaianding,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Legislatnre  to  make  the  State  a  stibscriber  for 
stock  in  that  bank— to  render  her  liable  for  the 
sam  of  15,000,000,  or  any  other  amount^to 
change  her  attitude  in  any  respect  towards  the 
stockholders  in  the  bank — to  enlarge  or  diminish 
her  interest  in  the  bank,  as  it  stood  at  the  passage 
of  the  original  charter,  wiihout  submitting  it  to 
the  action  of  the  people.  This  right  had  been  ex- 
pressly reserved  to  the  people  in  their  fundamental 
law;  and,  until  they  had  been  consulted  in  the 
manner  prescribed,  all  action  by  their  supposed 
agents  was  null  and  void;  and  the  whole  world 
were  bound  to  take  notice  of  it.  These  propo'i- 
lions  are  so  self-evident,  no  man  of  candor  and  dis- 
crimination will  dispute  ihem.  The  only  question 
remaining  is,  Does  the  present  supposed  liability 
arise  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  supplement? 

"It  is  apparent  that  it  does  so  arise — 1st,  from 
the  very  terms  of  the  mortgages  for  stock,  which 
were  drawn  up  by  the  ofl|cers  of  the  bank,  and 
which  have  been  recorded  in  almost  every  county 
of  the  Siate;  in  which  it  is  set  forth  that  the  intent 
of  Ihe  morti;age  is  to  secure  the  payment  of  only 
110,500,000;  leaving  $5,000,000  (the  sum  already 
cold)  to  be  paid.by  ibe  State,  by  virtue  of  the  sup- 
plemental act.  3d.  It  is  ap(  arent,  from  these  facts, 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  issuance  of  the  five  mil- 
lions of  bonds  now  held  abroad,  there  were  no 
subscribers  for  stock;  that  the  looks  of  subscrip- 
tion bad  not  been  kept  open  sjx  months,  as  re- 
quired by  the  original  charter;  that  no  bonds  for 
stock,  and  no  mortgages  to  secure  them,  bad  been 
taken;  that  no  directors  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Executive  10  examine  and  pass  upon  the  validity 
of  the  i^ortgagfss;  and  that  n9t  a  dollar  h|id  beea 


paid  in  on  a  .«ingle  ^bare  of  Atock :  therefore,  tbey 
muit  have  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  supple- 
mental act;  or  else  there  is  more  baseness  in  this 
whole  transaction  than  ever  characterized  any  other 
act  of  public  functionarier.  3i.  It  is  apparent, 
fiom  the  very  terms  of  the  power  of  attorney  from 
the  managers  of  the  bank  to  tho  commi.^sioners 
wbo  weoi  abroad  to  sell  these  bonds.  This  power 
of  attorney — after  r<?ciiing  that  the  act  to  incor- 
porate ibe  subscribers  to  the  Mis'-ussippi  Union 
Bank  bad  been  passed  by  one  Legislature,  and,  in 
conformity  to  the  constitution,  bad  b^en  published, 
and  referred  to  the  next  succeeding  Legisiaturt*, 
which  had  passed  and  coDfirmed  the  said  origiDal 
act;  and  that  the  same  was  approved  by  the  Gov- 
einor,  on  the  5th  day  of  February,  1838, — contin- 
ues: 'And  whereas  the  said  LegiMature  last  above 
mentioned  passed  an  act  entiiled  An  act  supple- 
mental to  an  art  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  of 
the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  which  wa«  approved 
br  tb**  Governor,  February  5'b,  18.38;  and  whereas 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mis»lvsippi  has,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  the  said  supplemental 
act,  subscribed,  in  behalf  of  the  said  S^ate,  fifty 
thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank, 
and  has  executed  twenty'five  hundred  boqds  of  the 
said  State  of  Mi:»sissippi,  for  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  each,'  dbc.  If  truth  can  produce  con- 
viction, i^urely  ibis  question  is  now  placed  beyond 
cavil.  4ib.  It  is  self-evident,  ibat  the  purchaser  of 
the  bond.i  had  not  only  constructive,  butac'ual,  no- 
tice|tbat  the  faith  of  the  Slate  could  not  be  pledged 
under  the  consiiiution  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
without  a  confirmation  by  the  people;  that  the  sup- 
plemental act  bad  not  been  confirmed  by  the  peo- 
ple; aod  that  the  bond^  he  purchased  were  issued 
'pursuant  lo  the  provisions  cf  the  ?aid  supplement- 
ary act!!* — because  this  power  of  attorney  to  the 
commissioners  is  made  part  and  parcel  of  his  con- 
tract with  (hem,  and  it  contains  a  full  statement  of 
these  facts." 

This  i<)  the  ground  taken  by  the  State  in  regard 
to  these  bonds.  Not  a  dollar  of  the  money  for 
which  the  bonds  were  sold  was  received  by  the 
Slate;  tbey  were  sold  by  agents  of  the  bank,  ap* 
pointed  by  authority  of  the  unconstitutional  sup- 
plement, and  the  money  received  'by  the  bank,  and 
used  by  it.  Not  a  dollar  ever  went  into  the  State 
treasury,  or  was  under  the  control  of  a  State  offi- 
cer. The  archives  of  the  State  exhibit  no  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  theae  bonds  as  an  obligation 
upon  the  State;  aor  was  there  ever  deposited  there 

I  any  evidence  that  the  State  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
bank.  For  these  reasons,  the  State  has  refused  to 
assume  the  payment  of  these  bonds.  No  party  in 
the  Slate  is  in  favor  of  levying  a  tax  for  their 
payment.  The  question  between  the  two  parties 
is  assumption  or  non-assamption-  The  first  con- 
tend that  the  State  shall  assume  the  debt,  at  the 
same  time  they  refuse  to  provide  by  taxation  for 
its  payment.  "Settle  fair,  if  you  never  pay, "is  their 
motto.  The  lattor  contend  that  the  bonds  were 
issued  by  virtue  of  an  unconstitutional  law;  sold 
in  violation  of  that  law;  and  it  would  be  a  fraud 
upon  Ihe  constitution  and  laws  to  assume  their 
payment.  While  we  refuse  to  acknowledge  this 
to  be  a  Slate  obligation,  yet  no  obstacle  has  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  bondholder?,  if  they  de- 
sired to  secure  the  assets  of  the  Union  Bank.  In 
fact,  the  Demccraiic  parly  in  that  Siate  desire  that 
these  assets  may  be  thus  appropriated.  I  difiTer 
with  Governor  McNutt  in  the  estimated  value  of 
these  assets.  If  honestly  appropriated  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  notes  now  unredeemed,  after  their 
payment  a  large  surplus  must  exist,  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  bonds.  In  addition  to  there, 
the  bssets  pi'oper  of  the  bank,  there  are  also  the 
snbscriptioDs  of  the  stockholders  for  ten  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars,  secured  by  mort|ages  upon 
some  of  the  most  valuable  estates  in  that  State, 
and  equal  in  produciiveness  to  any  in  the  world, 
which  some  of  the  first  legal  men  in  the  S'ate  con- 
tend will  be  held  liable  to  pay  the^e  bonds.  I  do 
not  give  this  as  my  opinion.  I  am  no  lawyer;  but 
members  of  that  profession,  equal  in  learning  and 
intellect  to  any  io  this  country,  entertain  this  opin- 
ion. No  obstruction  will  be  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  bondholders,  if  they  wiih  to  test  the  validity 
1  of  [\^^  mortgages.    The  State  and  United  Stales 


courts  are  open  to  them.  Let  ibem  proceed  to  teat 
this  question;  and,  if  they  succeed,  then  this  mori* 
gaged  property  with  the  assets  proper  of  the  bank 
wi  1,  it  is  supposed,  pay  the  whole  debt  of  five  mil- 
lions, with  the  interest.  Sir,  I  mtertain  no  doubt 
but  these  bonds  are  much  more  likely  to  be  paid 
than  the  bosds  of  several  Stater,  whose  Legisla- 
tures are  passing  resolutions  against  repudiation. 

I  alluded,  in  the  commencement  of  my  rrmark.% 
to  the  course  the  genieman  from  Mastachasclts 
was  repoiti  d  to  have  pursued  in  the  negotiations  at 
Ghent,  in  regard  lo  ihe  nawgation  of  the  Mississip« 
pi  by  Briii.vh  vissels.  I  care  not  now  i^hether  the 
charge  was  true  or  fal>e,  further  than  lo  declare 
that  1  d^  not  believe  be  Would  dtpreratethc  ap* 
pearaoee  of  British  war  steamers  at  Natchez  as 
much  as  he  has  pretended  on  this  occasion.  Blue 
lights  kindled  by  traitorous  hands  in  our  own  coun* 
iiy,  directed  our  enemies  to  our  weakest  points 
during  the  last  war.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Adims] 
may  be  designated  as  the  finger-board  directing  the 
attention  ot  Great  Britain  to  what  he 'at  present 
considers  our  weakest  point.  He  has  declared 
that,  in  the' event  of  war,  or  insurrection  in  tbe 
slave  States,  requiring  the  intervention  of  ibe 
General  Government,  our  slaves  will  be  free« 
The  great  object  of  his  life  seems  to  be  to  cause  the 
emaufipaiion  of  our  slave?,  regardless  of  the  war 
of  exermination  that  mmt  ensue  between  the  two 
races,  should  success  attend  hU  efforts.  What 
more  efiTectual  aid  can  he  obtain  than  tbe  na- 
val power  of  Great  Britain,  concentrated,  at  his 
suggestion,  at  the  South,  in  the  event  of  a  war 
with  that  nation,  sending  war  steamers  to  tbe  very 
centres  of  the  slave  States?  Martial  law  is  pro- 
claimed — ^insar.ection  excited — tbe  Government  of 
the  United  S'ates  send  armies  to  expel  tbe  invadeiB 
and  suppress  the  insurrection?;  and  thus,  according 
to  the  gentleman's  doctrines  and  opinions,  oft  re- 
peated on  this  floor,  our  slaves  would  be  free,  and 
bis  great  object  accomplished.  If  the  gentlemaa 
does  not  desire  ibis  result,  his  course  is  well  calcU" 
lated  to  bring  ^abont  a  war  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain.  The  assumption  of  Stale  debts, 
or  war,  are  the  alternatives  presented  to  us  by  him; 
and  he  hesitates  not  to  say  that  England  will  have 
cause  for  declaring  war,  if  these  debts  are  not 
paid.  That  powerful  and  rapacious  nation  will 
not  be  slow  in  adopting  this  suggestion,  coming,  as 
it  does,  from  a  member  of  this  House  who  has  filled 
the  exalted  station  of  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  calls  the  refusal  of  Mississippi  to  assume  pay- 
ment of  those  bonds  "metaphysical  distinctions'* 
which  he  do:s  not  understand.  Foreigners  have 
urged  this  same  argument  in  favor  of  assumption- 
thai  they  cannot  understand  the  distinction  or  dif- 
ference between  the  State  and  the  Federal  consti* 
tu'ions.  After  the  remarks  cf  the  gentleman,  they 
will  have  high  authority  on  this  side  ef  the  water 
in  favor  of  assumption  on  this  ground. 

The  gentleman  entertains  great  horror  of  Slate 
repudiation  of  unacknowledged  debts;  yet  he  is  the 
advocate  of,  and  voted  for,  the  bankrupt  law,  which 
ertablished  the  most  wholesale  system  of  repudia- 
tion of  honest,  bonn  Jide^  undisputed  debts  ever 
known  in  this  or  any  other  country.  According  to 
the  gentleman's  theory,  it  is  disgraceful  for  a  Stale 
to  refuse  to  assume  a  debt  she  declares  was  created 
in  vitiation  of  her  constitution,  and  for  which  she 
received  nothing;  yet  it  is  perfectly  fair  and  hon- 
orable  for  tbe  citizens  of  that  State,  one  or  all,  to  re- 
pudiate all  of  their  honest  bonajide  debts,  under  the 
bankrupt  law — debts  contracted  in  accordance  with 
constitution  and  law,  and  for  which  full  value  was 
received.  I  will  make  a  practical  application  of 
the  gentleman's  theory  of  dishonorable  repudlatioa 
of  unacknowledged  State  debts,  and  honorable  re- 
pudiation of  acknowledged  private  debts.  During 
the  glorious  era  of  paper  money,  from  1835  to 
1840,  commercial  houses  in  Europe  established 
agencies  in  this  country,  to  advance  money  to  ihe 
planters,  to  secure  shipments  of  cotton  to  their 
houses.  Competition  sprung  up  in  this  line  of 
business,  as  in  most  others;  and  the  agents  ad- 
vanced much  more  than  the  cotton  was  worth, 
which,  on  settlement,  left  the  planters  greatly  in 
debt.  There  balances  falling  in  part  in  tbe  bands 
of  the  Barings,  are  sent  over  for  collection;  but  Ihe 
planters  go  intD  coun  undetr  the  bankrupt  law,  aa^ 


176 


APPENDIX  TO  TBOB  CONOIUSSSlOl^AL  OLOBB. 


7tu  Cong* •••3d  Skss. 


Assumption  of  State  Debts — Mr.  Otvin, 


Feb.  m%: 

H,of  Repg, 


pay  off  the  debt  at  one  cent  lo  the  dollar.  This  is 
all  ri^ht  and  fair,  and  perfectly  honorable,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman^  code  of  morals.  Bat 
these  same  Barings  have  some  bonds  issued  in  the 
name  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  which  she 
receired  nothing;  and  she  is  dishonored  bscanse 
ahe  does  not  assume  them. 

I  have  a  stronger  case  than  this — this  great  Uni- 
ion  Bank  itself  brcame  a  cotton  broker,  and  ad- 
vanced fifteen  cents  per  pound  to  the- planters  for 
their  cotton,  and  shipped  it  to  Baring  &  Brothers, 
who  advanced  to  ihe  t>Bnk  about  half  that  sum; 
yet  the  cotton  s^ld  for  le^  than  the  amount  ad- 
vanced to  the  bank  by  the  Barings,  and  the  balance 
is  unpaid,  the  bank  insolvent,  and  has  assigned  its 
assets  without  providing  for  this  debt;  yet  no  one 
complains  of  dishonesty  or  dishonor  in  this  transac- 
tion, while  the  same  Barings  have  advanced  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  money  on  hypothecated, 
pretended  Mississippi  bond«;  and^  according  to  the 
gentleman's  code  of  honesty  and  morality,  the 
State  is  dishonored  becanse  she  will  not  assume 
the  payment  of  these  bonds,  for  which  she  received 
Dothiag— no  more  than  she  did  of  the  advances  upon 
the  cotton  shipped  by  the  Union  Bank.  The  Gov- 
ernmeni  of  Qreat  Britain  has  repudiated  forged 
exchequer  bills  that  bad  passed  into  the  hands  of 
innocent  holders;  has  repudiated  a  portion  of  her 
national  debt,  by  taiing  the  income  of  the  holders 
of  her  bonds;  yet  »he  is  not  branded  with  di»bonor 
by  our  moralists  here.  Wagon-loads  of  continental 
money,  issued  daring  the  revolutionary  war,  the 
use  of  which  enabled  our  forefathers  to  achieve 
their  independence;  countless  obligations  cF  the 
States,  issued  for  valae  received  during  the  same 
peri  d,  have  been  repudiated  with(>at  a  stain  upon 
the  national  eseutcbeon;  yet,  because  Mississippi 
refuses  to  recognise  an  unconstitutional  debt,  for 
which  she  has  received  nothine,  she  i?  to  be  ac- 
eaaed  of  tarnishing  that  escutcheon.  Nations  all 
ever  the  civilized  world  have  repudiated  bona  fide 
debt«,  without  the  charge  of  dishonor;  while  vre  are 
to  be  singled  out  as  being  disgraced  because  we 
will  not  pay  a  debt  not  our  own,in  contracting  which 
we  did  not  receive  value  to  the  amount  of  a  red  cent. 

I  look  upon  this  pretended  horror  of  Mississippi 
repudiation  as  hypocritical  as  it  is  insulting.  The 
fund-mongers  and  advocates  of  the  baukiog,  bond- 
ing, and  paper-sQoney  systems  in  this  country  and 
Europe,  aad  their  agents  here,  are  bellowing  aeainst 
repudiation,  to  draw  public  attention  from  ihcir 
own  infamous  schemes  of  swindling.  We  have 
been  taunted  by  these  men  who  live  on  the  labor 
of  others,  through  the  machinery  of  the  banking 
and  paper  money  system,  until  the  Robespierre  ( f 
the  Harrison  administration,  [Mr.  GRANoca,] 
who  wat  as  fond  of  cutting  off  heads  politically  as 
thai  monster  was  in  reality,  has  veniuied  to  lec- 
ture my  colleague  for  proposing  to  bring  down  the 
expenses  of  the  Government  to  its  current  revenue. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Granobr,] 
in  his  peculiar  manner,  which  he  always  assumes 
when  he  purposes  to  say  something  witty  or 
severe,  reminded  my  colleague  that  it  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  advocate  retrenchment, 
as  our  debts  con'd  be  repudiated  under  the 
new  doctrine,  if  they  bee  me  troublesome. 
He  thaught  he  had  touched  my  colleague  on  a 
tender  point;  but,  like  the  blind  rattlesnake  in 
August,  hff  struck  his  fangs  into  hi^  own  politically 
coTupt  body.  No  man  in  this  House  is  a  more 
zealous  advocate  of  the  repudiation  of  honest,  bona 
fide  debts,  undtr  the  bankrupt  law,  than  he  is. 
We  all  recollect  his  valedictory,  when  thi«  House 
was  ahout  repealing  that  law  Yet  he  has  the 
audacity,  in  the  face  oi'  the  House,  to  sneer  at  re- 
pudiation. It  was  like  the  devil  reprovin?  sin,  cr 
a  prostitute  lecturing  on  virtue  and  morality.  I 
will  submit  to  this  mode  of  attack  upon  my  State 
no  longer.  If  gentlemen  will  travel  out  of  the  reg- 
ular order  of  debate  to  attack  us,  they  must  expect 
to  be  met  wi<h  a  spirit  becoming  the  Representa- 
tives of  a  people  whom  neither  the  scoffs  of  the 
corrupt,  nor  the  frowns  of  power,  can  turn  from 
theii  purpose,  in  defending  their  consiitotion  aad 
laws  from  violation. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [&fr.  Adams] 
points  to  the  fate  of  China,  and  warns  us  to 
^▼oid  •  nwHsx    one,  by  getting  into  •  war 
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with  Great  Britain.  I  recollect  be,  in  a  pub- 
lic addresp,  put  England  in  the  right  and  China  in 
the  wrong  in  that  war,  as  he  intends  to  do  this  coun- 
try, if  we  have  war  became  we  will  not  assume 
the  State  debts.  He  appears  to  be  on  the  British 
side  in  argumen\  if  he  is  not  in  feeling.  I  do  not 
desire  war  with  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  nation; 
but  the  drea*!  of  it  shall  not  force  roe  to  advocate 
Ihe  assumption  of  State  debts,  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  my  country.  My  constituents  pre- 
fer war,  if  the  other  alternative  is  assumption. 
We  have  a  deeper  interest]  in  peace  and  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  Great  Britain  than  any 
State  in  the  Un'on,  as  we  export  more  to  that  coun- 
try than  any  other  State;  yet  we  will  forego  all  of 
these  advantages  of  peace,  rather  than  sanction  an 
invasion  of  our  fundamental  law.  I  despise  the 
truckling  spirit  that  is  manifesting  itself  in  this 
country  lo  the  power  of  Great  Britain.  We  can 
expect  no  permanent  peace  by  acting  thus.  I 
would  prefer,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisk,]  to  s'ap  John  Bull  in 
the  face,  to  quatliag  before  his  power.  We  will 
gain  his  respect,  and  a  more  permanent  peace,  by 
this  course. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  great 
fears  of  the  English  Paixhan  guns,  and  supposes 
many  cases  to  bring  them  to  the  bombard- 
ment of  Natchez  I  will  answer  him  by  f^uppo* 
sine  that  subjects  of  Great  Bri'ain  call  on  their 
Government  to  defend  them  against  the  operations 
of  the  ex  poet  Jaeto  bankrupt  law,  which  has  de- 
frauded them  out  of  immense  amounts  of  their  debts 
in  this  country — bonafide  debts — forwbich  full  val- 
ue had  been  received  before  the  passage  of  the  law. 
That  (Government,  through  its  minister  here,  asks 
for  redress.  Oar  Presic'ent  and  Secretary  of  State 
return  no  answer.  The  potent  argument  of  the 
Paixhan  gun  is  brought  to  bear  with  a  fleet  of  war 
steamers  upon  the  city  of  Boston,  demanding  the 
British  debis  repudiated  there  under  the  operation 
of  the  bankrupt  law.  What  is  to  be  donel  Why, 
according  to  the  reasoning  of  the  gentletoan  from 
Massachusetts,  the  horrors  of  war  must  be  avoid- 
ed, and  this  Government  must  assame  these  debts 
and  get  clear  of  the  Paixhan  guns.  I  have  no  such 
fears  of  war  or  Paixhan  guns,  as  to  induce  me  to 
sanction  a  violation  o(  the  Constitution,  to  avoid 
the  one  or  get  clear  of  the  other.  On  the  subject 
of  assumption,  I  may  have  something  to  say  here- 
after. My  only  object  in  addressing  the  House 
now,  has  been  to  defend  my  State  from  the  unjust 
imputations  that  have  been  east  upon  it. 

In  reply,  Mr.  GaiNoia  of  New  York  said  that 
he  had  been  charged  on  this  floor  with  having 
nnjusiy  stated  that  the  State  of  Mississippi,  hav- 
ing received  five  millions  of  dollars  for  stock  in 
the  Union  Bank  of  Mississippi,  had  become  a 
stockholder  in  that  institntion,  and  then  repudiated, 
or  attempted  to  repudiate,  that  debt.  What  he  had 
stated  was  this,  and  he  was  ready  to  prove  it;  the 
documents  were  before  him.  He  had  stated,  or 
intended  to  state,  that  under  the  laws  of  Mississippi 
the  Governor  of  the  Slate  had  been  authorized  to 
sign  115,500,000  of  bonds  for  the  Union  Bank; 
that  he  bad  been  authorized  to  subscribe  |5  000,000 
stock  for  the  Union  Bank;  that  be  had  so  sub- 
scribed, and  had  signed  this  |5,000,000  of  bonds; 
that  this  |5  000  000  of  bonds  sold  for  |5,080.000; 
that  the  money  was  put  into  the  Union  Bank,  and 
became  its  capital. 

Mr.  Gwi!f  (Mr.  GaAwasa  yielding  the  floor)  said 
that  the  Union  Bank  ot  Mississippi  had  issued 
post- notes,  which,  from  the  date  of  their  issuance, 
had  been  below  par,  and  had  sold  her  checks  on  the 
Bank  of  the  United  State:;,  receivable. in  this  irre- 
deemable depreciated  money.  That  was  the  way 
the  bonds  had  been  sold  for  par.  They  bad  been  sold 
under  par,  (if  gold  and  silver  consiitated  the 
standard,)  and  on  credit,  which  was  a  violation  of 
the  unconstitutional  supplement  under  which  the 
bonds  were  issued. 

Mr.  GRANOia  would  explain  this  matter.  He 
had  not  assailed  the  conduct  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  this  State,  or  intended  any  personal  di«- 
re'tpect  to  him;  bat  he  had  not  made  the  assertions 
he  had  made  v^ilhout  the  proof  before  him. 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  charter  of  the 
Umon  Btnkl    It  bad  been  oieated  ia  Jamiaiy, 


1838.  This  supplemental  act,  which  had  been  de- 
clared contrary  to  good  faith,  bnt  which  was  tisoej 
by  (Governor  McNutt,  had  been  passed  en  th^  ^ 
of  Febrnary  of  the  same  year.  The  geDtlemtii 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Gwim]  bad  told  ibem  tha 
other  day  that  the&e  laws  had  been  passed  by  ta 
undivided  Whig  vote,  with  the  votes  of  a  few  of 
the  ^'Democrats.'*  Mr.  Gjuaosa  understood  that 
there  was  no  c  zception  taken  to  the  origioal  char- 
ter, but  to  the  supplemental  act.  Who  voted  for 
the  supplemental  act?  asked  Mr.  Q.  Thej  voqU 
find,  by  reference  to  the  records,  tha^  it  passed  by 
a  vote  of  fourteen  Whigs  and  thirty-six  *'Demo- 
crats."  He  knew  not  how  many  Whigs  or  hov 
many  "Democrats'*  there  were  in  the  Legislaiare 
of  Mississippi;  but  he  did  know  that,  of  the  tttj 
votes  that  paised  the  enpplemental  act,  agiinit  t 
minority  of  something  like  thirty,  foarteea  only 
were  Whigp,  and  ihirty-dx  were  **  Democnls." 
Let  the  question,  then,  be  iettled  as  to  who  pined 
this  ''infamous'*  supplemental  law. 

What  was  nextl  Governor  McNatt,  on  (be 
spot,  and  well  knowing  every  fact  of  the  eax, 
signed  the  law.  What  next?  Governor  McNait, 
under  that  "infambas"  law,  signed  the  15,000,000 
of  bonds.  The  money  was  received,  and  the 
avails  of  this  |5,000  000  of  bonds  went  into  (be 
Union  Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  eonstitnted  its 
only  capital.  And  how  did  they  treat  that  iuti- 
tuioni  He  would  tell  them  how.  They  reeog* 
ni&ed  it  as  a  bank;  the  State  transacted  busiDea 
wiih  it  as  a  bank;  they  declared  by  law  that  the 
dividends  received  on  that  |5,000,000  of  itoek 
should  go  to  the  cause  of  internal  improvrmem 
and  of  public  education.    On  the  15th  of  Febravr, 

1839,  the  State  of  Miwiasipni  borrowed  |75,000 
of  ibat  bank;  on  the  19tb  of  February  it  borroved 
|75,000  more,  and  subsei^uently  |95,000  more  to  fin* 
isb  her  public  buildings.  And  betore all  ihe^e tmt- 
actions,  and  after  siguing  these  bonds,  aad  after 
the  bonds  bad  gone  into  operation,  the  State  of  Biii* 
sissippi,  which  had  sold  city  lots  in  Jackioo,  aad 
taken  promissory  notes  for  them  to  the  amoontof 
135,106,  went  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Mississippi, 
and  had  them  discounted  as  a  commercial  traasiO' 
tion,  and  put  the  money  into  ber'treasnry.  Was  be 
to  be  told,  in  the  face  of  all  these  facts  thatihe  State 
of  Mississippi  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  baolrl 

l*be  gentleman  had  said  that  the  bondholden 
could  be  paid  from  the  assets  of  the  baok.  Let 
them  see  what  those  assets  were,  as  (treseDtedbf 
the  gentleman's  own  witness  and  friend,  GoTenor 
McNutt.  He  held  the  statement  in  his  band.  Let 
them  see  whether  be  had  ever  declared  what  he 
eoQld  not  substantiate— that  the  |5,000,000 patio* 
to  the  bank  from  these  bonds  was  the  onlj  capital 
the  bank  had  ever  had. 

As  late  as  January,  1840,  Governor  MeNatt,  ia 
his  regular  message,  says  "the  faith  of  the  State  is 
pledged  for  the  whole  capital  stock"  of  this  biab; 
and  the  statement  of  the  bank^  affairs,  as  giiei 
by  this  same  Governor,  in  h  s  message  of  Juaaiy, 
1841,  is  as  follows: 
Suspended  debt  in  suit  .    (3,689,860  SO 

Do  not  in  suit  .      1,777,377  78 

Resou rces,  chiefly  u navailable,  8,034,1 54  38 
Immediate  liabilities .  >  .  3.034.154  38 
Capital  stock  .  .      5,080,000  00 

Specie  on  hand  .  .  4,349  06 

What  a  beautiful  condition  for  bondholders!  aul 
Mr.G. 

Mr.  Gwiv  (Mr.  GaARosa  yieldiog  the  floor) 
said  there  were  ten  and  a  half  millions  of  real  es* 
tate  mortgaged,  to  whieh  he  had  alluded  wbeo  he 
had  said  that  the  assets  would  probably  pay  the 
debt,  if  the  property  mortgaged  was  liable. 

Mr.  Gravobr.  He  would  come  to  that  Hie 
gentleman  bad  said,  in  reply  to  his  qaestioD,  there 
were  |10.500,000  more.  Now  let  then  lee  viiat 
these  $10,500,000  were;  for  this  was  lobeepBea 
very  interesting  question  in  the  history  of  this  aa« 
tion. 

There  were  f  10,500,000  more  to  besecorrfa 
bonds  and  mortgages,  as  the  gentleman  said;  aaa 
he  knew  it  was  still  an  open  question  whether  fl 
should  be  paid.  The  gentleman  would  eertainlf 
agree  with  him,  that  not  one  dollar  bad  effrbwa 
paid.  Governor  McNatt,  before  the  Legislann 
I  of]!di8ii8uppi,wheniirgadbylfr.Tiinieriofoi« 
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nd  issae  these  bonds,  had  entered  his  protest 
gainst  them,  aod  said  he  had  to  rcceiTc  ihe  odiam 
f  8«aodmg  between  the  voice  of  ihe  people  of  Mis- 
issippt  and  his  view  of  constitotional  right,  bat 
e  would  not  issne  these  bonds. 

[Mr.  Gkahgkk  read  from  a  letter  of  Jadge  Tur- 
ler,  dated  Natcher.  March  33, 1838,  in  which  Mr. 
lwiN*s  name  was  introduced  in  sach  a  manner  as 
9  coDve>  the  idea  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
saiDg  of  theae  bonds.] 

Mr.  QwiM  (Mr.  Granger  yielding  the  floor) 
aid  that  letter  was  written  by  Jodge  Turner,  one 
f  the  judges  of  the  supreme  aonrt  of  Mississippi; 
.nd  be  had  to  state  that  the  first '  time  he  ever  saw 
T  heard  of  that  letter  was  in  print;  and  he  bad  re- 
eived  a  letter  from  Judge  Tnrner,  asking  him  if  he 
eeolleeied  any  sach  leter,  or  the  conversation  al- 
oded  to;  and  he  had  replied  that  he  neither  recol- 
eetcd  the  letter,  nor  any  conversation  alluded  to  en 
be  snbjeet. 

Mr.  Gbarosr  continued.  He  assured  the 
gentleman  (and  they  were  not  words  of  ceremony) 
ibat  be  btfd  not  introduced  the  letter  with  any  view 
toeall  up  an  nnpleasant  thought  in  the  gentleman^d 
mild;  he  bad  brought  it  i^,  to  preheat  the  facts  of 
the  case,  to  show  that  the  Union  Bank,  never  re- 
i^ived  but  $5,000,000  as  its  capita^  and  that  this 
was  froBQ  the  sale  of  these  bonds  that  had  been  re- 
^odiaied;  and  that  Qovernor  McNutt  had  been 
urged  to  issue  farther  bonds,  and  would  not  do  it; 
and  that  thence  it  was  that  the  capital  of  the  bank 
had  been  limited  to  f  5,000,000. 

Mr.  GwiN  said  that  letter  was  written  before 
the  bonds  were  issued. 

Mr.  GaAMOBR  said  he  still  believed  that  Qov^ 
emor  McNatt,  in  his  answers  before  the  commit- 
tee, had  said  that  he  prevented  the  farther  issue  of 
these  bonds. 

Mr.  G  bad  not  entered  on  this  question  with  any 
view  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  man  here  or 
elsewhere,  or   to  aseail  any  State  of  this  Union. 
Had  Mississippi,  finding  herself  in  the  position  in 
which  States  were  and  individuals  were — had  she, 
from   the   pressure  of  the  times,  been  forced  to 
yield,  and,  -declaring  this  debt  her  own,  asked  for 
fuither  tinae  for  its  payment,  then  it  would  not 
have  had,  on  th'S  nation,  the  eflfe ct  which  it  was 
now  calculated  to  have  abroad.    He  had  examined 
thii  question  somewhat,  and  he  had  believed,  tfhd 
did  now  believe,  that  it  was  due  to  the  character  of 
the  nation  that  it  should  be  understood.    All  he 
had  declared  was,  that  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
through  her  constituted  authorities,  had  chartered 
the  Union   Bank;  that  fifteen  days  afler  it  hsd 
passed  a  supplemental  act,  (signed  by  Qovernor 
McNutt;)  that,  undfr  that  act,  |5,080,000  had  been 
received  in  such  currency  as  ihey  had  chosen  to 
receive  it  in,  and  that  that  was  the  only  capital  stock 
the  bank    had  ever  received.    He  had  then  gone 
Qu  to  dec1a''e.that  this  bank-^ihus  raised  in  cor- 
ruption, as  the  gentleman  bad  told  them,  and  in 
violation   of   the  consiitntion  and  laws  of  Mis* 
sissippi — had  been  recognised  by  the  Legi^^lature 
of  that  Stiue,  which  had  become  a  borrower  of 
that  institution.    He  had  then  declared  that  Qov- 
ernor McNutt,  in  his  message  as  late  as  1840,*  had 
said  that,  in -this  matter,  be  had  yielded  his  individ- 
ual opinions  to  the  voice  of  the  State,  but  that  h? 
had  not  then  pretended  to  say  that  these  bonds 
bad  been  unfairly  negotiated;  or,  if  he  had,  these 
extracts  from  his  message  had  been  unfairly  quoted; 
and  he  would  like  to  hear  the  gentleman  (late  it, 
if  this  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Qwiif.  He  stated,  in  his  message,  that 
the  bonds  were  sold  under  par,  and  in  violation  of 
law. 

Mr.  Qrirokr.    But  he  signed  the  bonds. 

Mr.  GwiN.    No  doubt  of  that. 

Mr.  QaiNosa.  Qovernor  McNutt  signs  these 
bonds,  and  then  goes  on  to  prove;  by  his  report  of 
^bc  state  of  that  bank  and  its  condition,  that  there 
never  had  been  a  dollar  in  it  but  the  results  of  these 
bonds,  and  to  show  that  the  property  of  this  bank, 
to  which  the  bondholders  were  to  look,  was  not 
^rih  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Q.  had  not  said  anything  here  as  of  his  own 
knowledge.  He  ha'd  spoken  from  the  records,  fur* 
^hed  not  by  tho:»e  politically  opposed  to  the  gen- 
ilentii,  but  by  Governor  McNutt  hinaelf  and  bit 
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political  fri<;nds.  Although  the  State  of  Mis<ip- 
srppf,  on  her  f2,0d0.000  bonds  Irom  the  Planters^ 
Bank,  for  which  her  faith  bad  been  pledged,  had 
not  paid  her  interest  from  1839,  owing  to  the  em* 
barrassments  of  the  times,  or  perhaps  to  the  fact 
that  they  looked  to  the  bank,  in  the  first  instance, 
for  payment,  he  had  no  imputation  to  make  upon 
her  from  this  cause.  It  arose  from  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  times.  Be  it  so.  He  had  only  eoR- 
tended  that  the  |5,000,000  of  bonds  having  b«en 
made  in  good  faith,  and  the  money  for  them  rt 
ceived,  should  at  least  have  been  acknowledged  in 
good  faith. 

SPEECH  OP  MIL  THOMPSON, 

OF  M1SSI0SIPFI, 
ill  (kt  Hni$$  rf  RepTt9enimH9t$,  Febnuarji  lit  1843. 

The  House  resumed  the  eoasideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  J.  R.  InoBRsoLL,]  to  print  10,000  extra 
eopies  of  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  against  the 
proposition  to  isbue  f900,000,000  Government 
stock  to  be  distributed  to  the  States. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi  saids  I  wish 
to  call  on  this  House  to  bear  witness  that  neither 
my  colleague  nor  myself  has,  in  any  way,  thrust 
upon  its  cocsideraiioR  the  refusal  of  our  State  to 
acknowledge  her  liability  for  the  payment  of  the 
Union  Bank  bond».  And  a  disclaimer  has  been 
made,  that,  in  alluding  to  this  question,  any  personal 
reflection  was  aimed  at  her  Representatives  on  this 
floor.  Then  it  follows  that  the  State  of  Mississippi 
has  been  attacked  for  her  conduct  in  her  sovereign 
and  independent  character;  and,  as  the  Represent- 
ative of  her  people,  I  claim  the  right  to  be  heard. 
But  my  remarks  shall  be  purely  defensive;  and  I 
will  not  te  betrayed  into  an  assault  upon  any  other 
of  these  sovereign  States.  Sir,  when  any  one  of 
these  twenty-six  States  has  acted  on  any  question 
pertaining  to  her  internal  policy  alone,  far  be  it 
from  me  to  call  in  question  the  propriety  of  her 
conduct,  the  purity  of  her  motives,  or  the  honor  or 
honesty  of  her  principles.  It  shall  be  enough  for 
me  to  know  that  the  sovereign  has  willed  it.  In 
monarchical  Qovemments,'  the  principle  of  law  is, 
that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong.  In  these  twenty- 
six  sovereignties,  I  feel  bound  to  admit  that  no  one 
of  them  can  do  or  has  done  a  dishonorable  act. 
On  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States,  the 
justices  regard  the  decisions  made  in  any  one  of  the 
States,  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  known  to 
such  State,  on  any  questions  involving  their  muni- 
cipal regulations,  rs  binding  upon  them — not  by 
statute,  but  by  comity  Rnd  respect  ^r  the  authori- 
ties of  the  SiRtes.  The  policy  adopted  may  be  un- 
wise, may  be  destructive  of  their  best  interests, 
but  can  never  be. destructive  of  their  honor.  This 
band  0'  twenty-six  States,  t7ith  honor  untarnished, 
will  never,  I  trust,  turn  against  each  other  and 
breathe  out  the  foul  breath  of  suspicion  gnd  dis- 
trust upon  the  fair  name  and  good  character  of 
any  one  of  them.  The  others  will  explain,  pal- 
liate, defend,  and  justify  the  suspected  and  slgndered 
party.  When  all  others  should  leave  and  desert 
them,  they  will  cleave  to  and  maintain  each  other. 

But,  instead  of  this  feeling,  have  we  witnessed 
no  anxiety  among  some  of  our  sister  States,  and 
even  on  this  floor,  to  condemn  Mississippi  for  her 
late  action,  and  proclaim  that  condemnation  abroad. 
Instead  of  hearing  her  defence  with  patience  and 
kindness,  like  sisters  ggpgrened  with  jealousy  at 
her  former  unrivalled  prosperity,  they  Rre  swift  in 
the  expression  of  their  opinion  of  her  fali|  Rud  show 
Rn  aiuiety  that  all  the  werld  should  uncharitably 
abd  unhesitatingly  condemn  her.  Some  of  the 
States  who  annually  rob  her,  by  virtue  of  your 
plutfderiag  protective .  policy,  of  more  than  a  suffi- 
ciency to  meet  every  dollar  of  interest  accruing 
from  her  public  debt,  seem  delighted  to  proclaim 
her  dishonor  to  the  world.  Treated  in  this  way, 
she  entertains  for  all  such  expressions  of  sentiment 
and  attempts  Rt  chRstisement  the  most  sovereign 
Rnd  ineffable  contempt. 

But  an  effort  has  been  made  on  this  floor,  be. 


fore  the  Rssembled  RepresentRtives  of  the  people 
of  the  United  StRtes,  to  fix  r  stain  upon  the  fnir 
eeoatcbepn  of  Mtiaiasippi.   She  (laR  been  chvgod  ||  the  bRnk  leoeiyed  tii»  withom  itiiUiorityi  Rad  di«; 


with  R  lefnsRl  to  pRy  her  boneat,  jutt  debts.  A 
refutation  of  this  ebarge  fa  first  reqaiMdataiy 
hands. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.QRiNesR,] 
in  the  discussion  a  few  dRys  Fioce,  Rdroitly  evRded 
tb6  points  presented  by  my  colleague,  Rnd  endeRV- 
ored  to  drRwoif  (he  mind  of  the  House  to  oollaterRl 
and  immaterial  pointii.  He  assumed — 1.  That  the 
LegislRtnre  Rnd  the  Qovernor  represented  the  8tRte» 
Rnd,  in  rU  their  Rction  with  others,  formed  the  StRle 
of  Mississippi.  3.  That  this  LegislRture  riA  Qot- 
ernot  passed  a  law  which  Ruthorixed  the  issue  of 
15,000,006  bends,  on  the  fRith  RAd  sole  respond* 
biiity  of  liie  State.  3.  ThRl,  in  pursuRoee  of  thRl 
Irw,  the  Qovefflor  signed  the  nmount  of  bonds, 
Rnd  affixed  the  seal  61  Ihe  StRte  thereto,  Rud  deliv- 
ered them,  RS  bonds  of  the  Stnte,  to  the  Union 
BRuk.  4.  That  the  Union  Bank,  as  the  agent  of 
the  State,  sold  the  bonds  at  par,  md  received  the 
monay  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  SfAle;  Rnd,  there* 
fore,  tiiRt  the  StRte,  now  thRt  the  moif ey  is  sqoao- 
dered.  Is  bound  in  good  fnith  to  Rcknow'.Hdge  and 
pny  the  bonds. 

I  hope  I  StRte  the  gentlemRu's  points  fgirly. 

In  reply,  I  deny  UiRt  the  Legislature  Rpd  'QoT' 
vemor  represent  the  sovereignty  of  Mississippi,  in 
Rn  unqualified  8enRe«  We  huve  r  eonatitutioas 
Rud  thRt  is  the  pRramonnt  Irw.  ThRt  eonatitniaon 
hRs  expres'sly  forbidden  the  Legisleture  from  doing 
certRin  things.  It  bns  fixed  certain  limits  beyond 
which  the  Legislntare  cRnnot  go,  nnd  bind  the  i>eo* 
pie  legally  or  morally.  Every  friend  of  constito* 
Uonal  government  will  yield  this  position.  With 
the  most  liberal  construction  of  State  constitutions, 
then,  I  will  say  that  the  Legislature  and  Qovernor 
can  act  for  the  Stale  in  performing  evarythiag 
which  ia  not  denied  to  them  by  the  constitution; 
and  everybody  is  bound  to  know  what  powers  are 
denied  to  them. 

In  the  second  place,  I4eny  thRt  the  Leg ialRtniw 
ever  pRssed  r  Irw  which  Ruthoriied  the  Qoremor 
of  thRt  StRte  to  subscribe  for  |5,000,000  of  stook  in 
the  Union  Bank,  for  and  in  behnlf  of  the  StRie}  IP 
issue  the  bonds  of  the  State  therefor,  end  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  Slate  for  their  payment.  It  is  Ime^ 
a  bill  to  thRt  effect  passed  three  severel  readings  in 
the  Legislature  of  1838;  but  ru  express  elRnse  in 
oar  eonstitntion,  which  hRs  been  read  by  my  eoI« 
IcRgne,  sRya  such  a  bill  abRll  not  be  a  law,  nnd 
receive  the  senction  nnd  effect  of  law,  antil  it  ha* 
pRRsed  two  eoDsecutive  LegiwIatnres.Rud  beeapab- 
lisbed  in  the  mean  time  in  three  newspRpeisoi  Iha 
State.  When  the  LegislRtnre  of  1838  RdjoorRad, 
this  bill  had  been  tMdihiee  times,  nnd  it  wRt  in 
the  way  of  becoming  a  law;  bat  that  Legialntnm 
lefased  to  »ahmit  the  Irw  to  the  people,  npon  nM>- 
tion  mnde  in  aocordRnce  with  the  leqairenenle  nf 
Ihe  constitmion;  end  Rdjonrncd,  IcRviag  it  Rmoog 
Ihe  Rels  of  thRt  sesiion.  At  Umt'tiBie,  that  bill 
WRs  no  more  a  law  dian  is  the  bill  upon  your  iRbla 
crcRting  RU  exchequer— having  been  reed  twiot, 
Rud  Uie  Constitution  requiring  it  to  be  rend  thiee 
times.  The  oonstitution  of  Missisaippi  required 
sttch  R  Irw  pledging  the  fRith  of  the  StRte— to  be 
read  six  times;  diree  tines  by  eeeh  LegislRtare. 
And  to  eall  such  r  bill,  whan  it  hRs  been  read 
three  times,  a  Irw,  is  a  most  intolemble  fraud  in 
legislntion. 

In  the  third  pinee,  I  deny  thRt  the  Qovernor  to- 
sned  the  bonds  of  the  Stele  when  he  signed  Vk 
neme  lo  these  Union  Bnnk  bonds,  Rud  Rillxed  the 
seRl  of  the  StRte  thereto;  becRase  tbeiewRt  no 
Irw  RQthoriiing  the  iasne  of  the  bonds  o(  die  Stale, 
for  the  purpose  of  f eking  stock  in  the  Union  Bank 
for  the  StRte.  WbRt  he  did,  therafbm,  weswith* 
out  RRdiority,  and  in  twad  of  the  peopled  rigtm; 
and  therefore  null  and  void. 

In  the  fourdi  place,  I  deny  tiiat  Uie  benk'was 
the  Rgent  of  tiie  StRte  in  selling  nnd  disposing  of 
her  bonds.  For,  though  the  LegislRtnre  has  nn 
undoubted  right  tocreute  r  banking  eorporation; 
and  Uiough  a  law  mRy  be  oonstitutiottRl  hi  pRrt, 
Rnd  thus  fiar  vnlid,  while  it  is  uneoastlintiottRl  in 
other  pRits;  yet,  rs  the  Stele  bed  pRssed  no  Irw  for 
the  issne  of  these  bonds,  the  Qovernor  hRd  exe* 
cuted  tiiem  witftrnt  Ruthority.  He  dispoaed  of 
them  by  delivery  to  die  bank  without  RRlhorily} 
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posed  of  them  to  BAr.  Biddie  without  anthority 
iiom  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Now,  sir,  here  is  ine  whole  case:  Certalii  bonds 
are  oat,  signed  by  A.  G.  McNatt,  and  ha?ing  the 
great  seal  of  the  Sate  afllsed  thereto;  and,  when 
tliese  are  presented,  I  admit  avrima  fiuie  case  is 
made  out  against  the  State.  We  plead  non  c«f  Jhe- 
tum.  We  say  they  are  not  our  act  and  deed;  and 
apon  this  tssae  we  stand  before  the  world.  The 
tnrden  of  proof  is  upon  us,  and  we  show  our  eon- 
stitution  is  Uie  supreme  law.  To  pledge  ihe  faith 
of  the  State,  a  bill  must  be  read  six  times-^three 
times  by  eaeh  consecutive  Legislature.  The  pre- 
tended law,  in  pursuance  of  which  the  bonds  in 
question  were  issued,  was  never  read  but  three 
times;  and  therefore  was  a  bill  then  pending,  and 
not  a  law.  We  look  Id  to  the  contract  of  the  sale 
of  these  bonds,  and  we  find  that  the  purchaser  had 
not  constructiye,  bat  actual  notice  of  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  defectiveness  ef  the  law; 
for  these  facts  are  imbodied  in  the  contract  be- 
tween the  ai^ents  of  the  bank  and  the  purchaser. 
We  therefore  say.  Yea  dealt  with  the  bank;  yoa 
did  not  trust  the  State;  these  are  not  our  bonds; 
and,  to  admit  them  as  such,  woald  not  only  do  vio- 
lence to  our  fundamental  law,  but  be  admitting  an 
WBtnith. 

This  is  the  position  aasnmed  by  the  State,  in  her 
Legislature.  In  these  positions,  I  believe  in  my 
oonteience  she  is  right. 

This  is  not  the  position  occupied  by  Governor 
McNutt,  whose  course  has  been  animadverted 
upon  with  so  much  severity.  And  I  wish  to  in- 
form-the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  Gover- 
nor McNott  is  not  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and 
that  the  Legislature  has  not  adopted  his  reasoning 
in  resisting  the  acknowledgment  of  these  bonds. 
As  Governor  McNutt  signd  the  bonds,  he  cannot 
deny  hi«  authority,  which  the  people  do.  But  his 
position  is  this:  He  alleges,  (and  with  truth,)  that 
be  delivered  these  bonds  to  the  bank  as  stereiM, 
to  be  valid  against  the  State  on  the  performance 
of  certain  conditions  preoedenti  one  was,  that  the 
bonds  should  not  be  sold  below  par.  He  con- 
tends (and  the  fact  is  so)  that  the  bonds  were  sold 
below  par,  having  been  sold  on  a  credit,  and  the 
bends  bearing  interest  from  date.  Another  point 
is,  that  the  bonds,  by  the  endorsement  of  the  bank, 
were  made  sterling  bonds,  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
their  creation.  He  farther  contends  that  there 
was  fraud  and  coUnsion  in  the  sale  of  the  bonds; 
and,  as  the  Executive  of  the  State,  he  officially  in- 
formed the  purchasers  of  his  belief  of  the  exist- 
ence of  fhiud,  and  of  his  determination  to  resist 
their  payment.  Years  have  transpired  since  that 
time;  and  yet  the  bond-holders  have  made  no  ef- 
fort to  disprove  these  allegations. 

Section  10  of  the  general  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution is  in  these  words:  "The  Legislature  shall 
direct  by  law  in  what  manner  and  in  what  courts 
suits  may  be  brought  against  the  State.'*  In  pur- 
suance of  this  provision,  a  law  was  passed  giving 
this  jurisdictiou  to  our  court  of  ohancery;  and  an 
appeal  can  be  taken  by  either  party  to  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals.  I  believe  all  the 
judges  upon  the  bench,  in  the  chancery  and  court  of 
enors  and  appeals,  are  kindly  disposed  to  the  pay- 
ment of  these  bends  by  the  State.  Why,  then, 
have  not  the  holders  of  these  condemned  bonds 
come  before  these  courts,  and  met  these  chargebt 
The  coarts  are  open,  and  they  have  declined  to  vin- 
dicate their  rightfal  possession  of  the  bonds  in  a  legit- 
imate way.  They  prefer  to  get  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  GaAnosa]  to  pour  out  invective 
against  Governor  MeNuti,  and  slander  upon  Mis- 


[Mr.  GaAHOca  here  interrupted  Mr.  T.,and  said 
that  he  knew  no  one  of  the  holders  of  these  bonds  ] 

From  this  circumstance,  however,  the  presump* 
tion  is  strong,  if  the  conclusion  is  not  inevitable 
that  the  bond-holders  dared  not  come  to  the  issue. 

But  «hy  attack  Governor  McNutt?  He  is  not 
the  acting  Gk>vernor  of  Mississippi.  He  is  a  pri- 
vate citizen.  Nor  was  he  the  candidate  when  the 
people  decided  this  questii  n.  The  present  chief 
magistrate  of  that  State  was,  at  that  memorable 
era,  (1838.)  a  member  of  the  State  Senate.  He 
Resisted  then,  wiih  his  strong  and  vigorous  intel- 
lect, the  panic  and  distress  feeling  which  |;overaed 


II  the  Legislature.  When  that  body  lead  this  sap- 
piemen  t  the  third  time,  and  refused  to  submit  it  to 
the  people,  he  entered  his  solemn  pretest  upon  the 
journal  of  the  Senate  against  the  measure,  as  un- 
constitutional. Tbis  protest  was  published  in  most 
of  our  papers,  and  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds 
must  have  known  the  fact;  and,  in  the  year  1841, 
the  people  called  him  from  private  life,  against  his 
interest  and  his  inclination;  and,  in  spite  of  his 
protestations  to  the  contrary,  into  the  chief  magis- 
tracy of  the  Slate,  as  the  representative  and  imbodi- 
ment  of  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  people 
on  this  question.  On  tbis  question  he  took  the  high 
ground  of  constitutionality,  on  whteh  the  contest  of 
1841  turned. 

We  think  we  owe  it  to  the  caose  of  constitu- 
tional liberty  to  take  the  course  we  have  pursued. 
It  has  cost  the  State  no  little  effort  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  her  institutions.  We  have  had,  and 
still  have,  obstinate  prejudices  to  encoanter;  the 
frowns  and  denunciations  of  the  Interested  to  resist; 
and  the  averted  looks  of  some  of  our  best  friends. 
Bat  our  people  have  never  quailed.  Slandered  and 
denounced,  we  have  stood  the  firmer  and  the  more 
resolute  in  our  settled  purpose,  with  the  hope  that 
the  day  woald  come  when  our  sister  States  would 
do  us  full  and  ample  justice.  We  have  passed  the 
Rubicon;  and  to  Rome  we  will  go.  We  have  the 
meiit  conids  recti;  and  we  abide  our  time.  But 
suppose  we  are  wrong.  Suppose  oar  position  is  un- 
tenable; yet  you  must  confess  that  we  are  frank, 
manly,  fearless,  and  above  disguife.  You  must 
admit,  if  we  are  sinners — which  I  emphatically 
deny — we  are  bold  sinners.  Our  courage  must 
command  your  respect,  thoiigh  our  course  may  net 
meet  your  approbation.  We  do  not  mean,  to 
promise  and  deceive,  when  we  do  not  mean  to  pay; 
we  do  not  intend  to  sneak  out  of  our  liabilities; 
we  do  not  intend  to  read  homilies  about  the 
sanctity  of  contracts,  and  falfil  none  of  our 
own.  There  are  ten  States  of  this  Union,  and 
ene  Territory,  new  under  protest;  there  are  six 
more  that  borrowed  money  during  the  last  year  to 
meet  the  demands  upon  their  treasury.  There 
are  seven  that  owe  no  debt,  and  three  have  passed 
thus  far  unscathed.  Why,  then,  is  there  such  a 
disposition  to  pounce  upon  my  Statel  Our  case 
will  not  answer  as  a  precedent  for  any  of  you  to 
repudiate  your  just  debts.  No  State  in  the  Union 
has  such  a  horror  of  debt;  and  no  State  had  endeavor- 
ed so  much  to  guard  its  people  against  debt  as  Mis- 
sissippi. Ii  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Yoik  that  he  would  not  complain  if  we  were  to 
plead  insolvency.  If  we  would  trample  our  con- 
stitution under  foot,  and  acknowledge  a  null  and 
void  obligation,  he  would  be  content;  but  it  was 
shameful  to  rely  upon  such  obsolete  ideas  as  the 
constitution.  *What  we  promise,  we  expect  to 
pay;  and  when  we  do  not  expect  to  pay,  we  will 
not  promise.  And  I  can  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  there  is  one  pass  to  which  we 
will  never  come-— there  is  one  degree  of  self-abase- 
ment, at  which  the  proud  spirit  of  every  Mississip- 
pian,  be  he  Whig  or  Democrat,  will  start  back 
from  with  shuddering  and  dismay.  Mississippi, 
by  or  through  any  one  of  her  Repre>entatives,  will 
never  prostrate  herself  before  the  footstool  of 
Federal  power,  and  say,  with  a  dogged  and  craven 
feeling,  Pay  my  debs,  or  I  will  di^race  myself  by 
repudiation;  steal  I  must,  if  yea  do  not  give  me 
money  enough  to  keep  me  uom  starvation.  If 
Mississippi  cannot  pay  her  debts,  the  whole  aff'air 
shall  be  her  own.  She  will  scorn  to  involve 
others  with  her.  She  will  suffer  in  silence  the  dis- 
credit and  dishonor,  if  such  it  may  be  considered; 
but  she  will  never  ask  her  sister  States  to  bear  her 
burdens  .  If  she  has  none  of  that  spirit  by  which 
she  could  raise  men  to  Heaven,  I  thank  God  she 
has  none  of  that  other  spirit,  by  which  she  would 
dra<  angels  down. 

The  gentleman  from  Bftaryland  said  that  the 
issue  was  relief  or  repudiation.  But  I  say,  As* 
sume  ih«  debts  of  the  States  to  the  amount  of 
1900,000,000  in  the  way  propooed,  and  the  issue 
in  this  Government  will  be  repndiation.  And  here, 
in  advance,  in  my  place,  I  avow  the  sentiment-— 
that,  in  the  event  of  that  assumption,  I  am  for  an 
open,  unqualified,  and  immediate  repudiation  of 
J  the  whole  mass.    Now,  sir,  let  thfit  be  written  J 


down  as  the  opinion  and  unsltenMe  r^solfe 
of  one  Representative  on  this  hoot,  Sboald 
that  vast  Trojan  horse,  with  the  engines  of 
destruction  concealed  in  his  cafity,  be  intro- 
duced into  tbis  hall  through  a  breach  of  the 
Constitution— ihe  solid  walls  which  fortify  oar 
liberty — there  is  no  escape  but  in  repudiation.  If 
that  remedy  be  not  applied,  this  happy  and  glon- 
ous  Union  will  soon  be  forever  severed  in  twiio. 
The  people  of  this  country  will  never  snbnit  that 
the  just  shall  suffer  for  the  unjust,  the  pmdeot  for 
the  imprudent,  the  wise  for  the  unwise.  North 
Carolina  will  never  submit  to  pay  the  debts  of  lo* 
diana;  nor  will  Nejr  Jersey  agree  to  pay  the  debts 
of  Pennsylirania. 

Sir,  no  man  feels  more  deeply  for.  the  States 
which  are  involved  in  debt  than  I  do.  No  maa 
sees  more  clearly  the  almost  utter  impossibility  for 
several  of  them  to  eitricate  themselves  front  ibeir 
financial  difficulties.  From  my  inmost  heart,  I 
sympathize  with  them;  but  may  my  tongoe  deave 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth — may  this  heart  (vh'eb, 
I  trust,  beats  with  some  little  patriotism)  cease  to 
pulsate— before  one  word  of  censure  shall  escape 
these  lips,  let  them  adopt  what  policy  soeier  tbejr 
may  deem  best.  I  doubt  not  their  honor;  and,  is 
their  heavy  embarrassments,  ibey  will  do  right. 
They  have  been  cheated,  deceived,  misled.  Tbey 
have  been  Ured,  by  the  ignis  Juluui  of  bank  cred> 
its,  from  the  old  paths  of  e^nomy  into  the  qaag- 
mire  of  extravagance  and  profligacy;  and  now,  ia 
the  hour  of  difficulty,  the  treacherous  phantom 
vanishes  into  thin  air.  I  will  stand  by  the  Stats; 
and  I  will  palliate,  excuse,  and  (as  far  as  may  be) 
justify  their  conduct  All  of  them  together,  and 
each  separately,  form  my  country:  and  the  lan- 
guage of  my  heart  is,  May  my  country  be  always 
right;  but,  right  or  wrong,  I  will  always  stand  by 
my  country. 

It  is  true,  I  say,  that  I  cannot  see  how  maay  of 
the  States  can  pay  their  debts.  No  civilised  at* 
tion,  except  this  young  giant,  ever  yet  paid  a  fo^ 
eil;n  debt  of  any  considerable  amount.  lo  some 
of  the  States,  the  exports — the  surplus  prodaee car- 
ried out  of  the  State  and  sold— «re  about  eqoal  to 
the  annual  interest  to  be  paid  by  stMm  States.  Tliis 
interest  will  be  so  much  subtracted  from  the  aetiie 
circulation.  It  is  taken  away,  and  noretBnti 
made  for  It.  The  rents  and  profits  of  farms,  ia- 
stead  of  being  spent  in  their  improvement  and  en- 
largement, will  be  carried  away  to  the  foreigB 
lords  of  the  manor.  ^  By  this  process,  in  a  few 
years,  the  whole  country  would  be  involved  ia  ir* 
retrievable  and  intolerable  ruin.  The  eotire  debt 
of  the  States  and  cities,  and  Federal  Governmeot, 
is  1979,388,760.  The  interest  on  this  amonatia 
|1 4,893,833.  The  whole  export  of  domestic  prod- 
uce, in  1841,  from  the  United  States,  was  |106,- 
000,000.  Of  this  amount,  14  per  cent,  is  to  be 
paid  for  interest.  This  will  exceed  by  far  the  prof- 
its on  the  export.  It  amounts  to  65  cents  on  eTerj 
barrel  of  flour,  and  |4  95  on  every  bale  of  coitoa*. 
Sir,  it  is  evident  that  it  cannot  be  paid.  The  ef- 
fort will  most  surely  involve  us  more  deeply  ia 
distress  and  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  verily  believe  that,  irith  die  ex- 
ception of  the  United  States,  there  is  scarcely  a  eif- 
ilized  nation  in  the  wofld  able  to  pay  her  debts. 
Suppose  the  interest  on  the  finglihh  drbt  payable 
abroad  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  that 
supercilious  and  haughty  Qovemment  wonld  be 
brought  low  in  the  dust,  and  would  become  oae 
splendid  but  desolate  wreck.  Her  bank  dreola- 
tion  is  not  quite  4e90»000,000.  The  amoDBt  of  ber 
annual  taxation  is  about  ^60,000  000,  or  |300r 
000,000.  Her  annual  interest  is  ^^30,000,000,  or 
near  1 150,000,000.  Now,  puppose  this  entire  som 
of  interest  were  due  the  Ist  day  of  Janoary,  1844, 
to  be  paid  to  France  or  this  country,  Great  Britaia 
would  be  drained  of  every  dollar  of  bnltion  she 
possessed,  and,  on  the  day  of  payment,  there  voald 
be  an  awful  crash  of  her  whole  paper  system.  Tbe 
purchase  of  foreign  corn,  a  few  years  sinee,  cassed 
such  a  drain  of  bullion,  as  to  shake  the  Baak  of 
England  to  its  centre.  Her  advantage  now  is,  tbat 
her  debt— near  |4,000,000,000^i8  doe  at  home, 
and  in  the  payment  of  tax,  and  then  of  debt,  tbe 
paper  money  of  the  kingdom,  based  npoa  tbe 
credit  of  the  Gk>Terament,  fl^ws  ia  »  circle,  i^ 
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sorbins^  at  tverj  revolotion  the  promts  of  the  iii- 
daslry  of  the  mass,  and  aggregates  lAem  fer  ifate 
lews  the  qaaniity  is  not  diminished,  but  it  has  the 
capacity  of  b^iog  almost  indefiaiteiy  enlarged. 

The  debt  of  Austria  is  .^0,000,000,  or  near 
$4OO,dO0,O00)  and  her  revenues  the  last  >ear  were 
inaofficient  to  meet  tb<!  demands  apon  her  treasury. 
France  owes  ^191,893,0^3,  or  n^ar  |1, 000,000,000; 
and  her  ineome  is  tnadeqaate  to  her  wanu^,  and 
she  is  in  search  of  new  o^ccts  of  taiation.  Hol-^ 
land  owes  ^100,000,000;  Denmarlc,  ^16,000,000; 
Prussia,  ^29,000,000;  Naples,  <£20,000,000i  Rus- 
Bta  owes  ^50,000,000,  or  near  |350,000,000;  and 
Spain  acknowledges  a  debt  ol  ^89,600,000,  and 
she  has  ^02,030,000  which  she  repudiates.  But  it 
is  all  the  same;  she.pa^s  none,  and  can  pay  none. 
PortngaPkdebt  is  ^19,086,122,  and  she  is  unable 
to'  pay  anything,  and  she  has  j^uspeoded.  But  it 
is  cruel  to  turn  to  the  South  American  Govern* 
ments;  they  have  all  sawpended,  except  the  Brazils, 
whose  debt  is  ^15,500,000;  and  they  are  now  en- 
joying all  ihe  p  osperity  of  an  expanded  paper 
system,  which  will  soon  bnr^t,  and  involve  the 
Government  in  ruin  and  bankruptcy. 

From  this  cursory  review  of  the  debts  of  na- 
tions«  it  is  apparent  that  their  debts  can  never  be 
paid:  and  if  it  be  conceded  (which  I  do  n«t,  be- 
cause the  revenue  in  each  one  of  the  abovenamed 
nations,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  is  now  short  of 
the  accruieg  demands  upon  their  treasury)  that 
the  interest  on  this  .smpendons  mass  of  indebted- 
ness will  be  met,  yet  generation  after  generation 
will  becurs'd  with  its  weight — will  be  born  with 
this  pack-saddle  on  their  backs,  to  be  rode  and  spur- 
red, and  driven  by  the  fund  mongers  and  stockjob- 
bers of  the  world.  I  am  further  persuaded,  in 
nay  own  mini,  that  the  debts  of  many  of  the  States 
cannot,  and  will  never,  be  paid.  But  shall  we  de- 
sert onr  country  in  that  eventi  Qhall  we  desert  it 
aa  a  den  of  thieves  and  swindlersi  Withered  be 
the  heart  that  could  conceive  such  a  thought;  blis- 
tered be  the  tongue  that  could  utter  such  a  senti- 
ment; In  thnt  event,  what  will  become  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York?  [Mr.  GaiNoaa.]  Which 
way  will  he  go?  To  Texa&?  Why,  she  has  twice 
repudiated.  Moreover,  the  slaveowners  might 
give  (he  geDtleman  too  warm  a  reception  in  that 
qaarter.  To  Mexico?  She  is  bankrupt,  and  has 
aitempted  to  repudiate  her  honest  debts.  To  Eng- 
land, the  arrogant  tone  of  whose  citizens  the  gen- 
tleman has  attempted  to  reflect  on  this  floor?«-to 
England,  the  great  highway  robber  of  the  world?— 
to  England,  where  he  could  join  the  hypocritical 
abolitionists  in  oppressing  and  aggrieving  outraged 
Ireland?— to  England,  where  8^000,000  of  pre- 
tended freemen  are  laboring  and  toiling  by  day, 
and  shivering  with  cold  and  hunger,  poverty  and 
distress,  by  night,  to  pay  ihe  interest  on  her  public 
debt,  owned  by  389,751  lords  and  proprietors  of 
the  conntry^-a  debt  contracted  in  fraud,  and  per- 
petuated in  the  blood  of  her  people — a  debt  which 
is  so  grinding  the  face  of  the  great  laboring  mass, 
as  will  soon  render  their  sufferings  intolerable?  Sir, 
England— exacting  and  purse-proud  England— is 
the  very  mother  of  repudiation.  The  instances  in 
her  history  are  too  numerous  for  me  now  to  enu- 
merate. 1  pass  by  her  frequent  depreciation  of  the 
current  coin  of  the  kingdom;  thereby  defrauding 
her  public  creditors  of  the  difference.  I  pass  by  the 
unprincipled  robbery  of  the  depositors  of  their 
money  in  the  exchequer,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
If,  on  the  faith  of  the  Government;  by  which  thou> 
sands  were  directly  or  indirectly  ruined.  But  the 
very  foundation  of  her  present  debt  is  an  enormous 
fraud.  The  Government  borrowed  |1,328,526,  at 
8  per  cent.,  pledging  her  faith  for  its  redemption;  to 
be  spent,  I  believe,  in  part,  for  her  navy. 

The  Giovernment  soon  suspended  payment  for 
one  year,  then  indefinitely;  the  public  creditors 
were  involved  in  ruin;  they  brought  suit  in  the 
courts,  and,  after  twelve  years,  obtained  judgment. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  overruled  the 
coarts,  and,  on  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
they  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  debt,  by  this  time,  amounted  to 
^3,428,526  Parliament,  at  this  sfage,  took  it  in 
hftnd,  aftera  lapse  of  twenty-five  year?,  and,  by 
statute,  declared  the  creditors  should  receive  only 
3  per  cent,  on  the  principal,  and  Hk^X  the  principal 


could  be  redeemed  with  oncbalf.  Thus,  a  d'  bt  of 
117,000  000,  at  8  per  cent.,  Was  reduced  to  fB.OOO,- 
OtOf  at  9  per  cent.  Hume  speaks  of  it  thusi  **It 
was  A  for  future  of  public  credit,  and  an  open  vio- 
lation of  the  mo&^  9oteffln  engagements,  both  for- 
eign and  domestic** 

In  the  Long  Parliament,  thtf  i^reh  lands  were 
seised  and  disposed  of.  The  money  arising  there- 
from  was  appropriated  by  the  Government.  After- 
wards, the  lands  were  restored  to  the  church;  but 
the  money  received  was  most  nujastly  retained. 

Again,  in  1797,  the  Government  forced  the  bank 
to  suspend  specie  payment;  and  not  long  after.  Par- 
liament adopted  this  rrsolationt  'That  the  notes  of 
the  Baok  of  Eogland  have  been,  and  are  at  this 
time,  held  in  public  estimation  equivalent  to  the 
legal  coin  of  the  same  value,  and  generally  accepted 
as  such  in  all  pecuniary  transactions  to  which  such 
coin  is  lawfully  applicable."  At  that  very  lime 
bank  notes  were  10  per  cent,  below  par.  Parlia- 
ment, therefore,  declared  a  falsehood;  and  they  fol- 
lowed.it  up  by  passing  a  law,  which  punithed  with 
fine  and  imprisonment  all  persons  who  received  it, 
or  paid  it  away,  for  less  than  its  par  value.  The 
bank  no^es  afterwards  depreciated  20,  30,  40,  and, 
at  one  time,  to  41  percent.  All  public  creditors 
were  required  to  receive  this  depreciated  paper,  un- 
der heavy  penalties  for  refusal;  and  the  computa- 
tion that,  on  the  debt  contracted  before  1800,  vshe 
gained  (and  of  course  creditors  lost)  by  their  pay- 
ment of  depreciated  paper  ^37,000,000,  er  (137,- 
000,000.  This  was  a  very  pretty  financial  opera- 
tion. If  Mississippi  were  allowed  to  pay  her  debt 
in  the  depreciated  bank  paper  of  that  State,  she 
would  soon  be  va^tly  easy  on  that  score. 

With  these  facts  staring  them  in  the  face,  does 
it  not  require  a  large  share  of  Christian  forbear- 
ance to  hear  Englishmen  talk  of  the  good  faith  and 
bad  faith  of  nation&?  And  how  contemptible  and 
humiliating  it  is  to  find  an  American  citizen  join- 
ing in  the  cry,  and  speaking  of  American  bad  faith 
and  American  dishonor,  whose  whole  history  pre- 
sents the  fairest  page  of  any  nation  on  earth  on 
this  subjiict!  But  if  a  man  do  not  claim  the  rights 
and  respect  due  to  a  gentleman,  the  world  will  not 
accord  them  to  him:  so  it  is  with  a  nation.  And  it 
is  doe  to  Eogland  to  say,  that,  when  she  robs  and 
swindles,  she  does  it  boldly,  by  a  statute,  which 
receives  the  sanction  of  his  most  gradons  Majesty, 
on  whose  vast  empire,  it  is  boastingly  said,  the  snn 
never  sets. 

Suppose  the  gentleman  should  go  to  France: 
wiU  he  then  have  reached  a  soil  which  has  never 
been  stained  with  the  damnable  sin  of  repudiation? 
It  was  here  (as  Sir  Walter  Scott  has  it)  «<that  the 
depreciated  assignats  were  raised  to  par  by  gnillo- 
tining  those  who  sold  or  bonght  them  for  less  than 
their  fall  value.**  The  livre  current  contains  less 
than  one  siziy-siztb  part  of  the  coin  it  did  in  former 
times. 

In  1797,  the  debt  of  France  was  |966,000,000; 
bat,  in  order  to  continue  the  invasion  of  Germany 
and  Italy;  the  army  required  |56,000,000;  and  it 
became  necessary  to  make  a  decisive  movement 
with  the  revenue  of  the  Government;  and  this  ex- 
pedient was  fallen  apon:  Two-thirds  of  the  public 
debt— amounting  to  §644,000,000 — was  struck  off, 
without  any  notice  to  the  fund-holder,  and  without 
any  excuse,  save  the  wants  of  the  army;  leaving 
a  public  debt  of  only  §322,000,000.  Here  is  a 
flagrant  and  mocit  outrageous  repudiation  of  an 
amount  more  than  double  the  whole  indebtedness 
of  the  United  States.  Although  this  must  be  an 
acknowledged  wrong,  yet  I  like  the  spirit  which 
prompts  this  j.usiification  by  the  Freuch  historian, 
M.  Thiers:  ''Measures  of  this  nature  inflict,  like 
revolutions,  much  individual  hardship;  but  people 
must  submit  to  tbem  when  they  ha?e  become  inevit- 
able.** Tne  spirit  which  actuated  the  French  his- 
torian in  defending  his  country,  forms  a  striking 
contrast  to  that  evinced  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York. 

Will  the  gentleman  go  to  Spain?  The  require- 
ments of  her  treasury  this  year  are  about  |60,000,- 
000.  She  has  strained  her  taxing  powers  to  the  ut- 
most, and  the  expectation  is  that  ihe  revenue  will 
I  not  exceed  §40,000,000;  and  it  is  suggested  that  a 
proposition  will  be  made  to  borrow  money  from  the 
^^y^ocks  of  England)  and  allow  the  daties  upon  | 


imports  to  be  collected  in  English  ports.  Bat 
Spain  is  hopelessly  bankrupt.  It  is  no  better  with 
Aostria  and  Holland,  although,  by  heavy  exertion, 
they  continue  to  pay;  but  they  have  both  twice  re- 
pudiated heavy  amounu.  Where,  ibeii,  will  tha 
gentleman  go?  To  Portugal,  Greece,  Colomhii^, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  Peru?  They  are  all  bank- 
rupt. Where  will  he  go?  I  judge  it  would  soh 
him  bet>t  to  iogi^atlate  himseli  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte.  There  he  will  And  many  a  bright  eye  and 
roddy  cheek,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  my  friend  from 
lllinoiSi  the  gentleman  exceb  in  the  parlor  and 
drawing-room. 

Now  let  OS  return  to  oar  own  oonntry.  And 
how  does  she  stand  in  history  in  regard  to  her  own 
indebtedness?  It  is  well  known  that,  daring  the 
revolutionary  war.  Congress  ordered  to  be  issaed, 
on  the  faith  of  the  Government,  (^00,000,000  of 
what  are  called  continental  bills.*  I  learn  from  the 
T/easory  Department,  however,  that  f S4§,000,000 
were  de  faeio  issued;  and  the  last  act  in  the  drama 
is  thus  graphically  drawn  by  Mr.  Jefferson: 

"It  continued  to  circalate  and  depr«ciatetill  the  end  of  1789 
when  it  had  tkllen  to  76  for  1;  and  the  money  circulated  from 
the  French  armj  tMlns  by  that  time  eenaible  in  all  il»e  Sutfea 
north  of  the  Potomac,  the  paper  ceased  ite  circulation  altogether 
in  thoae  Suttee.  In  vlninia  aad  Nonh  Carolina,  it  cootinoed  a 
year  longer;  within  which  time  it  fell  to  1,000  for  1,  and 


expired,  ae  it  had  done  in  the  other  Staiee,  without  a  eiocia 
groan.  Not  a  murmur  waatMsard,  on  thie  occasloo,  amonctn* 
people.  On  the  contrary,  univenial  congimtulatione  took  ptaco 
on  their  eeeii^  tUa  riganuc  maae,  whoae  diaMlutiuo  had  thnat- 
ened  coovuiaionB  which  ahouldebake  their  infant  confederacy 
to  ite  centre,  quietly  interred  in  its  crave.  Foreignera,  indeed, . 
who  do  not,  liKe  the  natives,  feet  tndulcenoe  fbr  its  memory,  as 
of  a  being  which  has  vindicated  their  liberties,  and  fallen  in  the 
moment  of  victory,  have  iMen  load,  and  still  ore  loud,  in  their 
complaints.  A  few  of  tbem  have  reason;  but  the  most  noisy  of 
them  are  not  the  beet  of  them.  Tliey  are  peiwms  who  have 
become  k»nltrapl  by  unsicilfttl  attempcs  at  commerce  wtfh 
America.  That  they  may  have  some  pretext  to  offer  to  their 
creditors,  they  have  bought  up  great  means  of  this  dead  money 
in  America,  where  it  is  to  be  liad  at  6,000  for  1;  and  they 
show  the  certificates  of  thdr  paper  possaisionsk  as  if  tiiey  Itad  aU 
died  in  their  handi^  and  had  been  the  cause  of  their  baokrupi- 
cy.»» 

This  was  not  a  dishonorable  repudiation.  Oh  no! 
Bat  here  was  a  most  sacred  debt  leA  unprovided 
for.  I  east  no  censure  upon  our  ancestors  or  our- 
selves for  failing  to  redeem  the  national  faith.  It 
has  all  turned  out  right. 

But  again.  The  States  issued  |900,000,000  of 
bills  of  credit,  as  Mr.  Jefferson  estimates  it;  and 
what  became  of  all  that  vast  amounil  Have  the 
glorious  Old  Thirteen  ever  paid  all  their  debu?  If 
so,  when?  and  howl  Did  Virginia,  North  Caroli- 
na, Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  or  Massachusetts 
ever  discharge  their  debts,  for  the  payment  of 
which  they  pledged  their  faith?  Not  a  dollar,  so 
far  as  I  know  and  believe,  was  ever  redeemed. 
And  shall  we  put  down  all  these  revolutionary' 
States  as  dishonored  repudiators,  fer  refusing  to 
pay  their  honest  debts?  Not  at  ^K  They  did 
right.    Mr.  Jefferson  explains  it  in  this  way; 

"Every  cm  through  whose  hands  a  bill  passed,  lost  on  that 
bill  what  it  lost  in  value  during  the  time  it  was  in  his  hands. 
This  was  a  real  tax  on  him."  *  *  *  *'A  mode  of  taxaUoa 
the  moat  oppressive  of  all,  because  the  most  aoequal  of  aU." 

Here  is  a  history  in  advance  of  many  of  die 
State  debts.    Such  is  my  candid  opinion. 

Bur,  for  the  benefit  of  some  of  those  who  try  to 
eeho  foreign  sentiment  and  feeling  en  this  floor,  I 
wish  to  read  another  extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson^ 
letter  to  Mr.  A.  Stewart,  written  in  Paris  in  1786. 


■^American  repotaiion  in  Borope  ie  not  such  as  to  be  flatter- 
ing to  ita  citisena  Two  clrcumeiancee  are  .particularly  object- 
ea  to  US',  the  non-payment  of  our  debie,  ana  the  want  of  energy 
in  our  Government  These  discourage  a  connexion  with  us.  I 
own  it  to  be  my  opinion  that  good  wul  ariee  from  the  deetmc. 
tion  of  our  credit.  I  eee  nothing  else  which  can  restrain  our 
disposition  to  luxury,  and  to  the  change  of  thoee  maanera 
which  alone  can  preeerve  republican  government." 

Here  you  find  the  sentiment  and  feeling  of  a 
Republican  and  a  patriot.  All  this  was  done  by 
the  most  glorious  class  of  politicians  that  evor 
lived.  And  suppose,  in  those  days,  a  member  of 
the  American  Congress  had  attempted  to  rise  in 
his  place  and  cast  obloquy  upon  any  member  of 
this  confederacy  for  refusing  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  her  honest  debt«,  for  which  she  had  pledg- 
ed her  faith;  the  murmurs  of  diseontent,  if  not 

*  NoTS.— Since  the  delivery  of  this  spesch,  I  find,  by  refer* 
ring  to  the  appendix  to  Mr.  bfOBftsoLL'a  apeech  on  the  fiscal 
bank  bill,  that  three  hundred  and  rixty  millions  of  dollars  of  con- 
tinental money  was  issued  as  early  as  the  year  1778,  whtcibwas 
never  redeeoaed.  I  wiah  this  appendix  could  be  fisd  by  aveiT 
freeman  In  the  UnitedStstes. 
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of  eoniempt,  would  have  filled  tbeae  hallSi  and  the 
ajnpudtni  member  would  bave  been  silenced.  Sir, 
wken  ibey  formed  that  banner  of  stars  and  stripes, 
«U  felt  an  eqaal  interest  in  the  repntation  of  each; 
•and  if  the  brightness  upon  any  one  wa«  lo  be  dim- 
<mad  by  any  means,  they  all  felt  a  holy  horror  at 
•oommitting  the  noholy  deed.  Bat  what  have  we 
aeen  since  this  qnestion  has  been  op.  A  serions  effort 
made  to  east  reproach  and  disgrace  on  one  of  these 
Slates.  8appo6e  the  gentleman  sbonki  succeed, 
and  persoade  the  world  that  one  of  these  Stales 
has  acted  duihonorably,  unworthily.  How  much 
has  he  gained?  Wunld  it  give  that  gentleman  any 
ateasnre  to  damn  the  reputation  of  Mississippi) 
when  her  name  for  honor  and  fidelity  was  gone, 
would  it  produce  a  thrill  in  his  heart  for  ihe  world 
to  point  to  him  and  say,  **Tboa  didst  it" 

uues  the  gentleman  suppose  Mississippi  will  be 
indueed  to  retrace  her  steps  at  his  instance)  Sir,  I 
isatt  quarrel  wiih  a  man — if  need  be,  fight  him — 
afterwards  explain  the  matter  between  us,  forget 
ihe  insult,  shake  hands,  and  be  friends.  But  I  can 
neter  forget  or  forgive  a  man  who  abuses  my 
liege  sovereign,  my  protector,  my  State,  my  coun- 
try. As  soon  WOO  Id  I  forget  or  forgive  the  slanderer 
who  would  spit  his  foul  spleen  upon  the  fair  name 
of  my  mother.  And  I  regret  that  there  could  have 
been  found  one  iodiyidnal  on  this  floor  who  should 
endeavor  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  dear  name  of 
my  beloved  State.  I  let  the  papers  pass — I  care 
tint  little  for  them;  they  delight  in  slander,  and  to 
Uiem  it  is  sweeter  far  to  publish  racy  abu«e  than 
common-place  commendation.  Moreover,  they 
have  their  reward.  But,  sir,  who  is  this  Qoliah  of 
Oath,  who  volunteers  to  make  a  deadly  pass  at 
Mississippi.  Who  seta  himself  up  to  teach  my 
constituents  lessons  in  tha  code  of  honor,  and  Co 
l>reach  to  them  morality,  good  faith,  honesty,  and 
fair  dealing)  Ttie  boasted  advocate  of  a  "high 
protective  tariff,*'  a  system  of  legislative  robbery, 
laying  bordens  upon  one  portion  of  the  Union 
and  conferring  boitnties  upon  the  other;  and  taking 
frcm  the  pockets  of  one  part  of  the  people  without 
(heir  consent,  and  bestowing  upon  another. 

Again,  he  i$  the  advocate  of  the  system  which 
borrows  all  and  pays  none.  In  his  own  State,  he 
acted  with  the  party  who  desired  to  run  the  State 
sMU  (hrther  in  debt,  by  appropriations  and  loans; 
while  be  refused  to  levy  any  additional  tax  to  in- 
crease the  re  venae,  when  it  was.  well  known 
that  the  income  was  nneqnal  to  the  accruing 
demands.  And  I  pot  this  question  to  the  gen- 
tleman: Which,  is  the  greatest  political  sinner— 
the  legislator  who  borrows  money  and  squanders 
it,  .without  providing  for  its  repayment;  or  he  who 
succeeds,  and,  finding  the  debt  unprovided  for,  re- 
fiises  to  levy  burdens  upon  his  constituents  for  its 
payment)  In  my  opinion,  the  first  deserves  the  more 
demded  censure.  This  is  the  identical  individual 
vi[bo  headed,  in  his  own  Statp,  the  great  anti-ma> 
aonio  hpmbag  movement.  This  is  the  self-same 
gentleman  who  authorized  Gen.  Harrison,  at  Rich- 
mend,  to  say  he  was  no  Abolitionist. 

Mr.  QRANQER  here  interpoeed,  and  said  ihat 
he  had  given  no  such  authority  to  General  Hairi- 
son. 

•Mr.  THOMPSON  replied:  I  speak  from  rumor. 
But  does  the  gentleman  deny  that  he  gare  assur- 
ance, through  one  of  his  political  friend^,  to  the 
Senate  oi  the  United  Slates,  when  his  confirmation 
as  Postmaiiter  General  was  pending  before  that 
body,  that  he  was  tio  Aboliiiooisit) 

Mr.  QRAKQER  then  said  he  had  never  done  so, 
in  the  ^en^e  in  which  the  gentleman  under* lood 
that  term. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  understood  the  gentle- 
man distinctly  to  avow  himself  an  At)ohtioni8r, 
when  interrogated  at  the  last  session  by  thft  gentle- 
man Irom  Tenne.<^8ee,  [Mr.  Wattebson  ]* 

«NoTB. — ^Extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Wat- 
tebson of  Tennessee,  on  the  veto  message: 

-'^^e  whnew  rsHH  upon  bj  Mr.  WArmaoR,  tia  Mr.  A. 

•:**Ut;  Mr.  GjuMOu  has  said  that  he  had  jialded  toihe  doc- 
trinefl  oilvofaied  by  Mr.  glade,  in  hii  speech  in  regard  to  ihe 
Dmuici  <>rCt<lainbi«,  and  that  the  ootkmof  ^npUed  nlih  on  the 
pwf t  u(  Virginia  aod  Maryland  imtM  be  giveo  up. 

"Mr.  Granobb  roae  and  Baid.  That  is  true. 

"»1.  Mr.  GRAnemt  hn  said,  tiiat  whenever  it  could  be  proved 


Mr.  GRANGER  said  that  he  never  was  an 
Abolitionist;  and  he  assored  the  gentleman  that  if 
he  was  one,  he  would  take  as  much  pride  in  avow- 
ing it,  as  he  now  did  in  denying  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued:  The  genUeman, 
after  all  this,  has  some  nerre,  to  rise  in  his  place 
and  talk  of  fair  dealing  and  straightforward  con- 
duct. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.. Ad- 
ams] strikes  the  wrong  key  when  he  supposes  we 
are  to  be  bullied  into  the  assumption  of  State  debts. 
The  lesson  we  learned  from  his  father  was  to  do 
right,  and  let  conseqnenees  lake  care  of  theiLselvep; 
and;  "tiink  or  swim,  snrTiTe  or  perish,  live  or  die,*^ 
we  will  stand  by  our  judgments,  and  never  counsel 
with  our  fears,  in  our  legislatire  action.  If  Great 
Britain  nndenakes  to  become  the  high  sheriff  of 
the  world,  and  goes  out  on  this  Cluiiotic  eipedi- 
tion  of  collecting  from  the  nations  of  the  earth 
their  debts,  >he  will  find  herself  greatly  mis- 
taken. In  such  an  effort,  in  my  opinion,  she 
will  soon  be  willing  to  enter  upon  the  executions 
•'satisfied  in  full." 

The  cry  in  this  country  has  been  ^'confidence, 
confidence.*'  We  must  restore  the  confidence  of 
the  country.  This  was  the  catch-word  in  the  great 
struggle  of  1840— and  that,  too,  by  the  rery  same 
party  who,  deceived  and  misled  by  the  false  rea- 
soning of  the  bankers  and  financiers,  sustained  the 
banks  in  their  open  and  acknowledged  repudia- 
tion of  their  debts,  while  they  declared  the  whole 
course  of  the  opposing  party  was  war  upon  the 
banks.  Their  defalcations  gradually  destroyed  all 
confidence  in  banks.  Next  followed  the  failure  of 
the  speculators;  and  they  cried  out  for  the  same 
relief  extended  to  the  banks,  by  legalizing  their  sus- 
pensions of  payment  These  advocates  for  the 
restoration  of  confidence  granted  their  request  in 
the  shape  of  stay-laws  and  stop-laws  in  the  States, 
and  of  a  bankrupt  law  here,  wbidi  enabled  them 
to  repudiate  their  debts.  This  destroyed  all  confi- 
dence between  individuals.  Next,  the  tax-payer 
began  to  complain  of  his  burdens;  and  he  could 
not  see  the  reason  why  banks  and  individuals 
should  be  released  from  their  obligations,  and  yet 
the  State  should  be  required  to  pay  the  uttermost 
farthing  on  her  imprudent  contracts. 

This  defection  of  the  tax  payer  impaired  greatly 
the  confidence  in  State  credit.  Then,  for  the  relief 
of  the  States,  unholy  hands  were  laid  upon  the 
land  revenue,  and  it  was  distributed  among  the 
States.  This  fund  did  not  restore  confidence  and 
State  credit;  but  its  withdrawal  impaired  in  no  slight 
degree  the  confidence  in  the  credit  of  Federal  Gov- 
ernment Now,4oeonsummate  and  destroy  all  confi- 
dence in  that  credit  of  the  Gkneral  GoTemment,  it  is 
but  ueeecsary  to  authorize  the  issue  of  two  hundred 
millions  of  bondft  for  the  payment  of  the  State 
debts,  when  we  can  with  the  utmost  difilcuJty  com- 
mand the  means  adequate  to  meet  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government.  The  acting  of  the 
last  scene  in  this  great  drama  will  csuse  the  total 
loss  of  all  confidence  in  the  Government  itself,  and 
a  fatal  stab  will  be  given  to  ooostiiuiional  liberty. 

'nie  gentleman  from  Maryland  a^ks,  What, 
then,'  is  to  be  donel  I  say,  econotaize  your  ex- 
penses, and  husbafld  your  resources;  borrow  no' 
more  money,  and* create  no  additional  debt;  repeal 
your  prohibitory  tariff  duties,  and  thus  s-tr  ke  off 
the  shackles  from  commerce.  Say  to  th«i  States, 
in  decisive  tones,  This  Government  has  no  author- 
ity to  take  upon  its  shoulders  your  burdens;  and 
it  is  vain,  and  W(  rse  than  vain,  to  harbor  such  an 
eipectauoc:  meet  your  difficulties  like  aen:  what 
can  be  done,  do;  and  do  it  frankly  and  fearlessly. 
Let  UH  adopt  for  this  Federal  Government  a  settled 
financial  policy,  and  let  all  look  lo  the  fruits  of 
regular  indn<^(ry  for  relief  In  this  plain  way,  my 
word  for  it,  this  nation  will  soon  be  prosperous  and 
happy  .^ 

The  morning  hour  now  expired. 


that  Blayeholdere  had  called  to  iheir  aid  United  States  troope  to 
pat  down  aD  insarrection  on  the  part  of  the  elaves  againat  the 
white*;  or  whenever  it  could  be  made  to' appear  that  United 
Biaiei  troops  had  t>6en  used  to  sustain  or  protect  slavery,  Uml 
moment  Congress  would  have  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
difierent  Slates. 
**lfr.  QaanoBBadmluad  that,  also,  waatcoe.' 


II 


REMARKS  OP  Ma.  CAMPBELL 

OP  SOUTH  CAROLINA;  * 

In  the  ffeuwe  of  RepreMcntativett  Februan  34 
184d.^-OnHouBeln]lNo.6i».  ' 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  said  that  the  object  6f  tlieUU 
under  consideration  was  to  auspead  the  operatioa 
of  the  second  section,  or  districting  clauae,  of  the  ip. 
portionnkent  act,  so  far  as  it  was  calculated  to  a|£ 
the  legality  of  elections  to  the  28th  Congress. 

From  present  indications,  he  thought  that  qo 
reaaonaUe  doubt  could  be  entertained,  if  unneoeann 
collisions  were  avoided*  that  this  important  tecti^ 
would  be  adopted  in  all  the  States.  The  oppoutioa 
to  it,  at  firat  so  violent,  was  gradually  yieldmg  to  an 
enlightened  public  opinion.  The  tocain  which  it 
first  ao  loudly  proclaimed  a  danger  to  the  righti  of 
the  States,  that  never  existed,  has  almost  ceaied  to 
sound;  and,  in  every  State  of  the  Union  except  oul 
where  the  Legislature  had  assembled  since  iti  n^ 
sage,  the  people,  he  believed,  had,  through  £^ 
immediate  constitutional  organs,  given  uneqmTocal 
indications  of  their  approbation  of  its  principle. 
The  exception  to  which  he  alluded  was  New 
Hampshire;  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that,  if  the 
excitement  which  unfortunately  prevailed  in  that 
respectable  State  was  allowed  to  subside,  she  wo^ 
not  be  long  in  discharging  a  duty  which  is  doe,  not 
leas  to  her  own  high  character  for  respect  to  the 
laws,  than  to  the  obligations  she  is  under  to  the 
States  united  with  her  in  the  Federal  compact 

The  condition  of  things,  however,  in  New  Haop- 
shire,  is  not  the  only  obstacle  to  carrying  the  dii> 
tricting  dauae  of  the  apportionment  law  intoioh 
mediate  operation.  In  Greofgia,  the  electi  n  kt 
Congress  had  taken  place  under  the  pre-exiiiui| 
general-ticket  system,  previous  to  the  first  meetZBc 
of  her  Legislature  after  the  passage  of  the  appsr- 
tionment  law;  and  although  that  body  prooseM 
almost  immediately  to  divide  the  State  bto  con- 
gressional districts  for  the  39th  and  subsequent  God- 
gresses,  yet,  so  far  as  the  elections  for  the  28th  C!«- 
gress  were  concerned,  the  evil  was  without  remedy; 
for,  the  election  being  held,  the  Legislature  was  in- 
competent to  set  it  aside  and  order  another  in  ib 
plaee— the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  having 
Tested  in  this  House  the  exclusive  right  to  judge  of 
the  '^elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  id 
members.''  The  elections  for  Congress  had  ab 
taken  place  for  the  next  Congress,  in  Misaouri,  under 
the  general«ticket  system,  previous  to  the  meelins 
of  her  Legialatura,  now  in  session;  and  which  body, 
he  waa  informed,  would,  before  ita  adjouraffloit, 
divide  the  State  into  cistncts  for  the  a9th  and  a^ 
sequent  Congresses. 

[Mr.  En  w  Anns,  of  Missouri,  here  rose  and  ititid 
that  he  had  just  learned  that  tiie  bill  reoendy  pend- 
ing to  divide  Missouri  into  eongreasional  diitxidi 
had  been  lost] 

Mr.  Camps BLX.  was  sorry  to  hear  it;  but,  remiik* 
ing  that  the  intelligence  did  not  afibct  his  argameol^ 
continued.  The  election  for  Congress  under  the 
general  ticket  will  also  occur  in  Missiseippi  before 
the  meeting  of  her  Legislature,  which  will  not  reg- 
ularly convene  until  iaout  the  time  of  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  and  where  it  is  well  understood  thit 
the  Governor  will  not  call  an  extra  sesdon. 

Under  these  circumstances.  Mi.  C.  thought  tfast 
not  only  sound  policy,  but  justice,  required  the  pM- 
sage  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  or  one  of  asimi' 
lar  character.  If  Congress  refused  to  do  so,  the  neit 
House  of  Representatiyes  must  exclude  the  lepn" 
sentatives  of  the  people  of  at  least  three  States,  who 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  complying  with  the  hw. 

He  had  been  asked  why  he  was  so  desirous  to 
procure  the  suspension  of  a  law  which,  at  the  lait 
session  of  Congress,  he  had  not  only  supported,  b«t 
had  introduced?  He  would  state,  in  replj,  thst  his 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  districting  clause  of  tlie 
apportionment  law  had  undergone  no  change,  either 
in  relation  to  its  expediency  or  constitutionaiity- 
Indeed,  the  more  he  had  reflected  upon  it,  the  mon 
he  was  convinced  of  its  salurtary  consemtiTe  prin- 
ciples. The  reasons  why  he  desired  its  temponiy 
suspension  were  simply  those:  First,  by  a  course  of 
conciliation,  to  receive  its  ultimate  triumph;  second, 
to  avoid  the  confusion  and  delay  that  will  otheivrisi 
certainly  occur  at  t^e  nextseaaion  of  CongrHs;  ^ 
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thiid,  to  enahle  the  people  of  those  States  where  no 
pro vivToQs  have  been  made  for  district  elt^ctions,  and 
paxticularljf  of  thoee  States  wheie  the  people  have 
nud  no  opportonity  of  oonfoniung  to  the  law,  to  be 
tepnweiited  at  the  commeiieeiDfiiit  of  the  next  Con- 


It  "was-true,  he  had  been  informed,  preyious  to  the 
final  passage  of  the  apportionment  law,  that  in  some 
of  the  States  the  elections  would  be  held  under  the 
existing  regnlatlbns,  previous  to  the  regular  time  of 
the  meeting  of  their  Legislatures;  but,  in  endeavor- 
ing to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  which  contained 
principles,  as  he  thought,  vital  to  the  existence  of 
oQi-  institutions,  he  was  unwilling  to  encumber  it 
with  details,  suggested  by  ^e  accidental  condition 
of  things  that  existed  in  some  of  the  States.  Nor 
did  he  suppese  Aat  any  evil  would  probably  result 
firoDi.such  a  course,  beyond  theexpensee  of  an  extra 
•eseion  of  the  Legislature  in  States  so  situated — an 
expense  that  would  have  been  toifbid  compensated 
to  those  having  it  to  pay,  by  affording  them  an  oj^ 
portnhity  of  being  represented  in  the  next  Congress 
by  Representatives  freely  chosen  by  themselves,  and 
elected  upon  principles  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  C  here  expressed  his  disappointment,  sur- 
prise, and  regret,  that  persons  who  h^  been  elevated 
to  the  chief  magistracy,  under  the  free  institutions 
of  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  should  manifest 
such  a  contempt  for  the  opinions  of  the  people  by 
vrhom  they  were  elevated,  as  to  decide  for  them, 
insteed  of  allowing  them  to  decide  for  themselves 
the  momentous  question  of  whether  they  would, 
or  would  not,  be  represented  in  the  26th  Congress 
in  conlbnnity  ,to  the  proiviaions  of  the  existing 
lew.  Such,'  however,  had  unfortunatdy  been  the 
ease;  In  two  of  Uie  States,  from  the  Governors  re- 
iusing  to  call  an  extra  session  of  their  respective 
Legislatures,  the  elections  have  come  on  under  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  people  have  had  no  pos- 
sible opportunity  of  deciding  this  important  question 
for  themselves.  In  another  State,  the  same  evil 
would  certainly  occur.  Persons,  thus  chosen  con- 
trary to  law,  will  present  themselves  at  the  bar  of 
the  next  House  of  Representatives  claiming  admie- 
eion  to  seats;  and,  considering  the  party  aspect 
wfaidi  the  sabfeet  hat  unfortunately  and  unaccount- 
ably assumed,  unless  this  bill  or  one  of  a  similar 
character  is  adopted,  a  collision  wifl  probably  occur, 
such  as  has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  a  legis- 
lative hall — a  colfisibn  which,  however  little  we  may 
care  for  the  consequences  of  it,  to  ourselves  personal- 
ly, it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  of  patriotism  rather  to 
avoid,  than  voluntarily  and  unnecessarily  encounter; 
pcurticulariy  as  such  a  collision  will  rather  endan- 
ger than  insure  the  triumph  of  those  great  conserva- 
tive prinoiples,  which  the  universal  adoption  of  the 
districting  clause  of  the  apportionment  law  will 
establiah  and  perpetuate;  and  which  he  believed  not 
only  to  be  important,  but  essentiBl  to  the  existence 
of  our  institutions. 

Among  the  considerations  which  could  not  &il 
to  recommend  the  districting  clause  of  the  appor- 
tionment law  ta  the  confidence  of  the  American 
people,  he  enumerated: 

Ist  Its  importance  in  restoring  uniformity  in 
elections,  and  equality  of  political  influence  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  dtiaen  population 
of  the  different  States. 

Sd.  The  preservation  of  the  freedom  of  elections, 
which  could  not  exist  where  the  general-ticket  system 
prevailed,  and  where  the  dearest,  most  sacred,  blood- 
bought  right  of  American  citizens — that  of  voting 
for  persons  of  their  own  choice  to  represent  them — 
was  reduced  to  the  poor  privilege  of  sanctioning  at 
the  polls  the  edicts  of  a  few  political  jugglers,  who 
form  themselves  into  a  self-constituted  oligarchy, 
to  rule  and  direct  the  elections  of  the  State. 

Sd.  %  importance  in  restoring  the  l>emocratic 

Ole  of  the  Government,  now  entirely  destroyed 
er  the  general-ticket  system  prevails. 
4th.  To  preserve  the  influence  of  the  small  States 
from  being  engulphed  in  the  vortex  of  the  universal 
adoption  of  the  general-ticket  system — a  crisis  to 
which  we  were  rapidly  hastening,  and  to  which, 
hot  for  the  action  of  Congress,  we  would  soon  have 
Vrivsd. 


5th.  To  enable  minorities  to  be  represented, 
which  was  essential  to  freedom  in  a  representative 
Government;  and  whose  voice  is  entirely  silenced  in 
this  hall,  from  all  the  States  where  the  general  ticket 
prevails. 

6th.  To  preserve  the  representation  of  feelings, 
and  interests,  and  opinions,  from  different  sections 
of  the  country,,  widioot  respect  to  geographical  lines; 
and  thtis  to  guard  against  those  concentrated  move- 
ments of  the  North  against  the  South  and  the  South 
against  the  North;  the  first  effect  of  which  would 
be  the  oppression  of  the  minority  section,  and  ulti- 
mately the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

These,  and  other  considerations,  cannot  fail 
to  recommend  the  districting  clause  of .  the  ap- 
portionment law  to  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and, 
if  left  to  opente  upon  their  unbiased  judgments, 
must  insure  to  it  universal  approbation.  Let  us 
not,  then,  (said  Mr.  C.>  jeopard,  by  an  attempt  at 
coercion,  what  we  shall  certainly  obtain  by  a  course 
of  conciliation.  This  Government  originated,  and 
must  be  maintained,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and 
compromise.  It  rests  upon  the  confidence  and 
affections  of  the  people  for  its  support;  and  every 
difference  of  opinion,  honesUy  entertained,  is  entitled 
to  be  treated  with  respect  If,  then,  the  delusion  still 
unhappily  prevails  in  some  of  the  States,  that  this 
law  of  Congress  is  an  aggression  on  State  rights, 
time  for  reflection,  and  not  an  attempt  at  coercion, 
is  our  remedy.  And  when  the  people  become  con- 
vinced (as  they  soon  vrill,  if  causes  of  excitement  are 
removed)  that  the  action  of  Congretw  hat  not  re- 
Uevedthe  State  Legielatureefrom  the  ebUgatiene 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  Conttitution,  they  will 
demand  the  adoption  of  such  regulations  as  are 
necessaiy  to  cany  it  into  effect 

If  the  bill  under  oonaideration  be  adopted,  all  im- 
mediate excitement  will  subside,  and  the  law  will  go 
<luieUy,  peaeefuUy,  and  universally  into  c^)eration. 
If  the  bill  is  not  adopted,  the  spirit  of  resistance  will 
be  kept  alive,  and  perhaps  the  ultimate  fate  of  the 
law  itself  be  rendered  doubtfiiL  But  even  if  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress  it  should  be  trampled  in 
the  dust  by  a  psrty  msjority,  he  had  the  consolation 
to  believe  that  ihe  enormities  of  the  general-ticket 
system  being  now  laid  before  the  country,  and  the 
attention  of  ths  people  attracted  to  them,  it  would 
be  universally  repudiated,  and  our  institutions  saved 
from  the  evils  under  which  they  were  laboring  from 
its  partial,  and  the  danger  of  stiH  greater  evils  to 
which  ihty  were  exposed  from  its  universal  adop- 
tion. The  seed  is  sown,  and  has  taken  root;  which, 
whether  the  districting  dause  is  treated  as  a  nullity, 
or  repealed,  or  remains  upon  the  statute-book,  will 
produce  through  all  the  States,  in  a  very  few  years,  the 
adoption  of  its  principles. 

There  were  otherconsiderations  which  demanded 
imperatively  ths  passage  of  this  bill.  Under  the 
present  depreied  state  of  the  demand  for  agricul- 
tural products,  everything  like  a  speculative  demand 
for  the  puUie  lands  has  terminated.  Add  to  this, 
that  under  the  pressure  of  the  existing  system  of 
exorbitant  eath  duties,  our  import  trade  had  rapidly 
declined;  and  it  was  certainly  probable  that  an 
empty  treasury  and  an  indebted  Government 
would,  St  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  demand  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  House  of  Representap 
tives. 

Gendemen  cannot  have  forgotten  the  scene  which 
occurred  here  at  the  commencement  of  the  26th 
Congpress,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  difference  of 
opinion  thifllbxisted  in  relation  to  the  election  re- 
turns from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  party  feeling 
was  excited  to  a  degree  of  i^rensy,  that  silenced  for 
a  time  the  voice  of  reason  and  moderation;  and  more 
than  three  weeks  were  spent  in  scenes  of  tumult, 
before  this  House  was  organized.  If  difiiculties  in 
the  election  from  a  single  State  were  sufficient  to 
produce  this  effect,  what  may  we  not  expect  when 
persons  claiming  to  be  the  Representatives  of  three 
or  four  States,  not  elected  in  conformity  to  law,  shall 
claim  to  be  admitted  to  seatsi 

Confident  as  he  was  of  the  constitutionality  of 
ihe  existing  law,  he  could  have  no  hesitation,  how- 
ever disagreeable  it  might  be  if  its  operation  was 
not  suspended,  to  reject  tiie  pretensions  of  every  per- 
g(^n  not  elected  ui  cenformi^  to  its  provisions.    But 


SB 


what  he  conceived  to  be  the  path  of  dv..;^jt4m  not 
equidly  plain  to  others;  and  he  could  not  forget  the 
threats  that  had  been  made  by  its  oppmienis,  to  trekt 
it  as  a  nullity,  and  trample  it  under  foot.  H«trusted 
that  such  an  outrage  would  never  be  perpetrated'on 
the  floor  of  an  American  Congress;  but,  in  the  peai* 
ent  state  of  party  feeUng,  he  could  not  doubt  that 
party  enthusiasts  would  be  returned  to  the  next 
Congress,  who  would  endeavor  to  carry  this  threat 
into  execution,  and  who,  if  they  succeed  in  notiiing 
else,  may  at  least  produce  confusion  and  delay. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  I  do  not  repudiate  the  existence 
of  party.  On  the  contiaiy,  when  stimulated  by 
patriotism,  and  controlled  by  reason,  I  acknowledge 
its  benefits  in  the  administEation  of  the  afiaira  of 
Government  But  when  these  barriers  are  broken 
down,  and  party  becomes  the  mere  plaything  ol  pas- 
sions that  contend  against  and  inflame  each  other-— 
of  reiMmtments  that  seek  for  gratification,  and  of 
ambition  that  looks  to  its  own  aggrandiif  ment-— it  hii 
ever  been,  and  will  ever  be,  the  bane  of  Repuhliosi 
Sir,  if  tiie  fate  of  this  Republic  could  be.  written  on 
the  walls  of  this  Capitol,  as  Wtti  the  fate  of  Babylon 
on  the  palace  of  her  kingsyi^-'party— party— party 
woiUd  be  the  inscriptinn. 

If  this  bill,  offered  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  did 
not  pass,' he  hoped  that  the  friends  of  order  would 
march  to  the  polls  with  a  banner  on  which  riiall  be 
engraved  **The  Constitution  and  lavt  paooed  in 
conformity  thereto]"  and  that  every  candidate  for 
Congress  will  be  called  upon  to  declare  before  Uie 
pedple  whether  he  intends  to  resist  by  foreethe  exw 
isting  law,  at  the  risk  of  turning  this  hidl  of  Iegt»- 
lation  into  a  scene  of  tumult,  and  confusion,  and 
perhaps  of  bloodshed.  The  opponents  of  the  dis- 
tricting clause  of  the  apportionment  law  may  be 
assured,  let  them  be  ever  so  determined  to  trample 
it  under  foot,  that  there  will  be  others  here  equally 
determined  to  maintain  it  The  bill  under  consid- 
eration afforded  a  common  ground,  upon  which  the 
friends  and  opponents  of  the  measure  might  meet 
without  any  surrender  of  principle;  and  while  its 
adoption  would  remove  the  danger  of  the  dreadful 
conflict  that  may  othenvise  occur  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  it  vrill  insure  the  ultimate  triumph  of 
the  law  itself.  He  also  supposed  the  possibility  of 
an  extra  session  of  Congress;  and  asked  if  the  House 
of  Representatives  would  not  present  a  most  inter- 
esting spectacle,  if  it  should  pass  the  entire  time,  that 
ought  to  be  devoted  at  such  a  session  to  the  interests 
of  the  country,  in  vain  attempts  to  organize?  The 
only  possible  means  of  avoiding  the  danger  of  such 
a  result,  was  to  adopt  the  bill  under  consideration, 
or  one  of  a  similar  character. 

He  would  now  reply  to  the  objection  that  had 
been  suggested  by  the  gend(toan  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  TuRH^XT,]  since  he  had  commenced  addressing 
the  House,  and  to  which  the  gentleman  requested 
an  answer,  to  wit:  "That  Congress  has  no  right,  by 
law>  to  affect  the  validity  of  elections  ihat  had  al- 
ready oecurred."  Mr.  C.  had  anticipated  this  ol>> 
jection,  and  thought  that  he  was  prepared  to  give  to 
it  a  satisfru^toiy  answer;  and,  although  he  admitted 
that  Congress  vras  not  competent  by  law  to  declare 
an  election  void,  that  was  good  at  the  time  that  it 
occurred,  he  insisted  that  the  converse  of  the  propo- 
sition was  not  true. 

Congress,  clearly,  has  no  right  by  law  to  declare 
an  act  penal,  which  was  not  so  when  perfonned;  for 
such  a  law  would  be  ex  poet  facto  in  its  operation, 
and  unconstitutional.  But,  although  Congress  has 
not  the  power  to  make  an  act  penal,  which  was  in- 
nocent when  performed,  it  has  an  indisputable  right 
for  good  and  sufficient  reason,  to  remit  from  a  penal- 
ty that  has  been  incurred:  provided  that,  by  so  doing, 
no  private  right,  nor  the  rights  of  any  community, 
are  injuriously  affected.  Congress  has  the  right,  for 
example,  to  remit  penalties  that  have  been  incurred 
by  attempted  violations  of  the  revenue  laws.  And,  in 
further  illustration  of  his  position,  he  had  alluded  to 
a  petition  which  had  been  submitted  by  certain 
railroad  companies,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  that 
part  of  the  tariff  act  which  required  that  aQ  iron 
laid  down  after  the  4th  of  March  next  should  pay 
duty.  No  one  had  denied,  or  could  deny,  that  Con- 
gress had  die  right  to  grant  the  relief  asked  for  in 
this  petition,  which  he  insisted  might  be  don''  *~^ 
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Uw^  passed  either  before  or  subsequent  to  the  4th 
of  March,  and  ivhich  might  be  both  retrospective 
«nd  prospective  in  its  operation. 

The  examples  to  which  he  had  alluded  bore,  he 
thought,  a  strong  analogy  to  the  objects  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  so  far  as  ihe  question  of  con- 
stitutional power  was  involved.  There  was,  how- 
ever, an  important  difference  on  the  score  of  justice; 
for,  while  it  was  difficult  to  suppose  that  violations 
of  the  revenue  could  be  involuntarily  attempted,  we 
knew  that  in  two  of  the  States  the  elections  had 
taken  place  under  circumstances  in  which  the  peo- 
ple have  had  no  opportunity  of  conforming  to  the 
law  the  operation  of  which  he  proposed  to  suspend, 
so  far  as  the  elections  for  the  next  Congress  were 
concerned.  In  a  third  State,  the  same  thing  would 
occur. 

Mr.  C.  requested  gentlemen  to  mark  the  broad 
^Bidnction  between  ex  pott  facto  and  retrospective 
laws.  ^JSx  pott  facto  laws  were  necessarily  retro- 
spective, but  retrospective  laws  were  not  necessarily 
ex  pott  facto;  and  while  it  was  a  direct  and  palpa* 
ble  violation  of  the  Constitution  to  pass  the  one, 
sound  policy,  substantial  justice,  and  the  public 
good  frequently  required  the  other. 

In  support  of  his  views,  Mr.  G.  quoted,  from  Dal- 
las's Reports,  the  opinions  of  Justices  Chase,  Iredel, 
^cCf  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  teriatim; 
and,  to  show  the  operation  of  a  repealed  law  on 
penalties  incurred  under  it  while  existing,  he  quoted 
from  the  opinionsof  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  and  from 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  which 
the  bill  under  consideration  had  been  referred,  and 
by  which  it  had  been  reported  back  to  the  House. 

In  conclusion,  he  again  urged  the  passage  of  the 
bin,  and  reiterated  his  conviction  of  the  benefits  that 
would  result  from  its  adoption. 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  PENDLETON, 

OF  OHIO. 

Jn  the  House  of  Representatives^  January  27, 1843^ 
On  the  several  plans  of  exch^uer. 

Mr,  Spbaker:  Some  weeks  since,  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  PROFPrr]  told  the  House  that, 
while  at  Cincionati,  on  his  way  to  Waskington,  he 
was  informed  that  petitions  in  favor  of  the  exche- 
quer, in  that  city  alone,  had  received  five  thousand 
signatures.  I  presume  I  have  received  all  these 
petitions— some  in  favor  of  the  Executive  plan, 
others  in  favor  of  the  congressional  plan;  though 
the  advocates  of  the  latter  are  few,  very  few,  in 
comparison  with  those  of  the  former.  The  gen- 
tleman who  brought  these  petitions  to  Washington 
informed  me  that  they  contained  about  twelve  hun- 
dred names.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  recognise  among 
them  many  of  my  personal  friends  of  both  polite 
cal  parties,  whose  opinions  and  wishes  are  entitled 
to  receive  from  me  the  most  respectful  considera- 
tion. Shortly  to  retire  from  puolic  life,  to  renew 
my  associations  with  these  petitioners— an  asso- 
ciation (I  trust  I  may  say  it  without  ofieuce)  much 
more  agreeable  to  my  taste  and  habits  than  any- 
thing! have  met  with  here— I  could  not  but  be 
most  anxious  to  bring  myself  to  think  with  them— 
to  reconcile  a  vote  in  accordance  with  their  wishes, 
to  the  paramount  duty  I  owe  to  my  country  and  its 
Constitution.  Before  I  can  give  this  vole,  however, 
1  feel  I  am  obliged  to  remove  out  of  my  way  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon 
the  treasury  exchequer;  for  I  do  not  suppose  thai 
those  of  my  constituents  who  have  joined  in  these 
petitions  expected  that  I  would  adopt  their  sugges- 
tions without  reflection,  or  support  ihem  against 
the  deliberate  and  well-maturea  convictions  of  my 
own  judgment.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  reviewed  the  exchequer  schemes, 
not  onlf  &s  measures  of  finance,  but  as  sources  of 
Executive  power  and  paironaec,  and  set  forth  the 
objections  to  them  in  both  characters.  Should  I 
now  vote  for  these  schemes,  or  either  of  them, 
without  beJBg  able  to  remove  these  objections, 
these  petitioners,  (or  many  of  them,  at  all  events,) 
I  well  know,  would  scorn  the  facility  of  my  com- 
pliance. I  am  acting,  too,  under  very  difierent  re- 
sponsibilities from  those  which  rested  upon  my 
constituents  when  they  signed  these  memorial5: 
some,  because  they  approved  the  plans— some,  per- 
haps, to  get  rid  of  importunate  solicitation.    The 

■  '•ciions  to  which  1  have  referred,  I  approached 
<very  disposition  to  remove  them.    The  ar- 


gument in  which  they  are  contained,  I  examined 
with  every  disposition  to  refute  it.  I  frankly  con- 
fess I  have  been  able  to  do  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.  Thus  baffled,  I  was  willing  to  attribute  my 
failure,  not  to  the  impregnable  position  of  the  re- 
port, but  to  the  weakness  of  the  assailant,  llaving 
since  found,  however,  that  both  the  gentlemen 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushino  and  Mr.  Win- 
THROP]  have  failed  in  similar  attempts,  I  gained 
comfort  in  my  own  defeat,  and  confidence  in  my 
own  conclusion. 

The  several  reports  now  in  the  consideration  of 
the  House  pre>sent  three,  plans  of  finance  and 
currency: 

1.  SuD-treasury. 

2.  The  exchequer  proposed  by  the  select  com- 
mittee. 

3.  The  exchequer  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

There  is  a  fourth  plan— a  bank  of  the  United 
States— which,  to't>e  sure,  is  not  now  before  the 
House,  but  to  which  it  may  be  proper  to  al- 
lude, as,  in  case  of  the  rejection  of  these  three, 
it  is  the  only  alternative.  I  say  the  only  al- 
ternative; for,  although  the  time  was,  (and  that 
not  very  long  since,)  when  parts  of  this  hall  would 
have  resounded  with  praises  of  a  fiAh  plan,  yet  we 
are  told,  in  the  minoritv  report,  by  the  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina  and  New  Hampshire,  [Messrs. 
PrcKENs  and  Atherton,]  "No  one  contends  for  Ihe 
State  bank  system."  And  is  it  so,  sirl  Have  we 
this  acknowledgment  from  that  quaiterl  What! 
not  one,  of  all  its  friends — ^not  onel  But  yester- 
day, and  this  league  of  confederated  banlcs— the 
pride  and  refuge  of  the  Democracy — might  have 
stood  against  the  world;  now,  none  so  poor  to  do  it 
reverence.  We  cannot  but  recollect  that  such 
things  were.  Let  me  remind  gentlemen  that,  a 
.  short  time  since,  such  a  declaration  would  have 
subjected  them,  as  it  subjected  us,  to  the  fiercest  in- 
vectives of  their  political  friends. 

The  dcposites  were  removed  from  the  Bank  of 
the  Unitea  States  in  the  summer  of  1833;  and  in 
his  message  of  that  year  (the  first  of  his  second 
term)  Gheneral  Jackson  said:  - 

"I  am  happy  to  know  that,  through  the  good 
sense  of  our  people,  the  effort  to  get  up  a  panic  has 
hitherto  failed;  and  that,  through  the  mcreased  ac- 
commodations which  the  State  banks  have  been 
enabled  to  afford,  no  public  distress  has  followed 
the  exertions  of  the  bank." 

In  his  second  annual  message  of  December, 
1834,  General  Jackson  remarks: 

"Happily  it  is  already  illustrated  that  the  agencv 
of  such  an  institution  (Bank  of  the  United  States)  is 
not  necessary  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment: ihe  Slate  banks  are  found  fully  adequate 
to  the  performance  of  all  services  which  were  re- 
quired of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  quite  as 
promptly,  and  with  the  same  cheapness.  They 
nave  maintained  themselves  and  discharged  all 
their  duties  while  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  still  powerful,  and  in  the  field  as  an  open 
enemv;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that  tney 
will  and  greater  difficulties  in  their  operations  when 
that  enemy  shall  cease  to  exist." 

The  third  message,  of  December,  1835,  contains 
the  following  strong  language: 

"By  the  use  of  the  Slate  banks,  which  do  not  de- 
rive their  authority  from  the  General  Government, 
and  are  not  controlled  by  its  authority,  it  is  ascer' 
tained  that  the  moneys  of  the  United  Slates  can  be 
collected  and  disbursed  without  loss  or  inconve- 
nience, and  that  all  the  wants  of  the  community  in 
relation  to  exchange  and  currency  are  supplied  as 
well  as  they  ever  have  been  before."^ 

Of  the  State  banks.  General  Jack^,  in  his  last 
messtige  in  1836,  after  a  trial  of  between  three 
and  four  years,  speaks  in  the  following  decisive 
n\|inner: 

"Experience  continues  to  realize  the  expectations 
entertained'  as  to  the  capacity  of  ike  State  banks 
to  perform  the  duties  of  ftscaf  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. At  the  timeof  the  removal  of  the  depasites, 
it  was  alleged  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  that  the  State  banks,  whatever  might 
be  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
could  not  make  the  transfers  required  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of 
the  country.  II  is  now  weU  ascertained  that  the  real 
domestic  exchanges,  performed  through  discounts 
by  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five 
branches,  were  at  least  one*third  less  than  those 


of  the  deposite  banks  for  an  equal  period  of  tune* 
and  if  a  comparison  be  instituted  between  tbe 
amounts  of  service  rendered  by  Uiese  imtttidMiu 
on  the  broader  basis  which  has  been  used  by  the 
advocates  of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  estimatioc 
what  they  consider  the  domestic  exchanges  transact- 
ed by  it,  the  result  will  be  still  more  favorable  to  the 
deposite  banks." 

Afler  stating  the  large  amounts  of  poblicmoDey 
which  had  been  transferred  and  paid  by  the  de- 
posite banks,  the  message  adds: 

"These  enormous  sums  of  money  first  mentioned 
have  been  transferred  wiih  the  greatest  prompti- 
tude and  regularity;  and  the  rates  at  which  the 
exchanges  have  been  negotiated  previously  to  the 
passage  of  the  deposite  act.  were  generally  below 
those  charged  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Independent  of  these  services,  which  arfe  far  greater 
than  those  rendered  by  the  United  States  Bank  and 
its  twenty-five  branches,  a  number  of  the  deposite 
banks  have,  with  a  commendable  zeal  to  aid  in  the 
improvement  of  the  currency,  imported  from 
abroad,  at  their  own  expense,  large  sutns  of  the 
precious  metals  for  coinage  and  circulation." 

You  will  observe,  sir,  there  is  nothing  bypotheti- 
cal  in  this  language.  It  is  not  supposed,  or  conjec- 
tured, or  anticipated.  No;  "it  is  ascertained'- 
'' well  ascertained;"' aAer  three  years' trial,  "cxp^ 
rience  continues  to  realize"  the  capacity  of  the  State 
banks  to  accomplish  all  that  was  expected  from 
thenoL  This  same  language  was  held  by  the  whole 
party,  through  the  columns  of  their  papers,  and  in 
l)oth  Houses  of  Congress.  Why,  then,  does  no  one 
contend  for  this  vaunted  State-bank  system  now! 
Because  it  has  failed.  And  did  we  not  tell  you  it 
would  faill  Did  you  not  call  us  panic-makersl 
And  did  not  you  tell  ps  then,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  CusmNo]  tells  us  now,  that  the 
idea  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  an  eiplo* 
ded  bank  fallacyl  This  system,  at  all  events,  was 
your  system.  You  lauded  it  to  the  skies.  It  was 
not  passible  it  should  fail;  and  when  your  presieDt 
equally  infallible  expedient  was  first  suggested, 
were  we  not  told  by  authority,  which  you  seldom 
ventured  to  question,  "that  it  was  against  the  genios 
of  our  fnee  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults  the 
treasure  of  the  nationi"  "No  one  contends  for  the 
State-bank  system  now;"  and  vet,  with  this  ac- 
knowledgment upon  your  lips  of  the  entire  failme 
of  your  first  infallible  plan,  you  ask  us,  upon  no 
l}etter  authority,  to  take  your  second  plan.  I  lack 
faith,  gentlemen.  When  your  sub-treasury  shall 
be  reinstated,  if  you  ever  have  the  nower  to  rein* 
state  it,  (which,  let  me  say,  depends  upon  more 
than  your  getting  a  majority  in  Congress,)  and 
shall  nave  been  in  operation  as  long  as  your  State 
bank  system  has  been,  we  shall  hear  from  some 
subsequent  committee,  claiming  infallibility  for  a 
new  project,  "no  one  contends  fbr  the  sub4reasiiry 
now." 

We  have  recently  had  on  this  floor  a  somewhat 
curious  illustration  of  modem  democracy.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  McKbon,]  while 
he  praised  the  liberal  use  of  the  veto  power  hf 
the  President,  rejected,  in  the  name  of  his  party, 
the  supposed  advances  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massac nuselts,  fMr.  Cubbing,]  because  Mr.  Ty- 
ler bad  approved  and  signed  the  bill  repealing  (he 
sub-treasury  law.  The  people  had  aecreea  this 
repeal;  yet  the  Democracy  cannot  forgive  the 
President  for  enforcing  their  decree.  They  pral« 
him  for  disappointing  the  expectations  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  only  censure  him  wnen  he  complies  wiih 
them.  This  sub-treasury  scheme  was  four  limes 
urged  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  upon  Congress,  and 
thrice  rejected;  nor  did  it  receive  their  reluctant 
assent  until  the  4th  of  July,  1840.  The  bill  signed 
on  that  glorious  day,  we  all  recollect,  was  trumpet- 
ed throughout  the  land  as  a  second  declaration  of 
independence;  and  yet,  within  four  short  months, 
the  measure  and  its  author  were  rejected  together  bjr 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  overwhelming 
majorities. 

Assuming,  then,  the  sub-treasury  to  be  lying  nn- 
der  this  condemnation,  let  xm  compare  wi|^  it  the 
plan  of  an  exchequer  reconmiendM  by  the  sneml 
committee.  • 

The  sub-treasury  provides  simply  a  fiscal  agent 
to  keep  and  disburse  the  public  money. 

The  exchequer  proposes  to  do  the  same  ihing, 
and  substantially  in  the  same  way.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  exchequer  provides  for  a  national  paper 
currency. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cov^ 
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iNo,1  in  his  speech  the  other  day,  said  that  a  bank 
of  the  United  States  was  wished  by  its  advocates, 
"not  from  a  desire  that  they  might  obtain  loans, 
for  there  was  already  too  much  bank  capital  in  the 
coantry,  and  facility  enough  to  obtain  loans;*'  and 
yet,  but  the  moment  before,  the  gentleman  bad  as- 
5erted  that  '*there  existed  now  no  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  very  few  specie-pay ine  banks 
of  any  sort."  The  ereat  error  of  the  gentleman's 
whole  argnment  is  tnis  assumption,  that  **there  are 
facilities  enough  to  iQake  loans."  This  is  not  the 
ca!*e — at  all  events,  in  Ohio.  Our  want  is  capital. 
We  want,  through  the  facilities  of  well  regulated 
specie-paying  banks,  to  be  able  to  develop  the  great 
resources  of  our  State,  to  get  our  produce  to  mar- 
ket, and  anticipate  the  results  of  all  our  labor.  This 
is  our  want— our  only  want.  We  have  a  hardy, 
enterprising,  intelligent,  industrious  population  of 
1,800,000  souls^  spread  over  a  region  or  unexampled 
fertility-=-one  frontier  resting  on  the  Ohio,  the  other 
on  the  lake,  intersected  in  every  direction  by  large 
and  numerous  rivers,  and  crowned  with  a  temper- 
ate and  healthy  climate.  With  all  these  blessings  of 
a  beneficent  Providence  showered  upon  us  in  in- 
exhaustible profusion,  what  more  can  we  want  to 
be  prosperous  and  happyl  We  want  that  very 
thing  which,  it  is  the  iXMist  of  the  gentleman,  h(s 
exchequer  will  not  and  cannot  give  us — the  facilily 
of  making  temporary  loans,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the 
sales  of  the  produce  of  our  farms  ana  the  manufac- 
tures of  our  shops.  This  facility  was  afforded  us 
in  the  olden  time  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
through  its  branch  at  Cincinnati. 

With  the  proceeds  of  a  discounted  note,  the  mer- 
chant purchased  of  the  fanner  his  pork,  flour,  and 
other  produce.  While  the  note  was  running  to  ma- 
turity, these  articles  which  it  had  purchased  were 
shipped  to  market;  when  at  maturity,  the  note  was 
taken  up  by  a  biU  of  exchange  for  the  amount  of  the 
sales  or  these  same  aHicles.  This  bill  the  bank  dis- 
posed of  to  the  importing  merchant,  at  |  to  }  per 
cent;  who  was  thus  enabled  to  pay  his  Eastern  and 
foreign  debts.  Under  this  circulation,  originally 
set  in  motion  by  judicious  credit,  all  the  channels  of 
business  were  full;  every  interest  flourished.  The 
merchant,  farmer,  manufacturer,  carrier,  bank— 
all  received  fair  and  remunerating  prices;  all  was 
activity;  all  was  joy.  Sir,  I  have  not  the  heart  to 
turn  to  th6  present  sad  reyerse  of  this  happy  pic- 
ture. Althouffh,  thank  Qod,  we  are  not  quite  dead, 
yet  the  Spanish  epitaph  may  well  apply  to  us  : 

"We  were  well — 
We  would  be  better: 
We  took  physic — 
Here  we  lie.** 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  compare  these  two 
xneasures--the  sub-treasury  and  the  exchequer — 
with  a  view  to  their  several  effects  upon  the  curren- 
cy. The  sub-treasury  provides,  that  afler  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1843,  all  payments  to  the  United  States 
shall  be  made  in  gold  and  silver;  and  the  exche- 
quer provides  that  these  payments  shall  be  made 
in— 1st,  gold  and  silver  com;  2d,  certificates  of  de- 
posites,  public  and  priyate;  3d,  treasury  notest;  and 
4th,  notes  of  «pccie-payinj:  banks.  Let  us  see  if 
there  be  any  material  difference  between  the  two. 
The  first  medium  of  payment,  cold  and  silver  coin, 
is  the  same  in  both.  By  the  fifUi  section  of  the  bill, 
it  is  made  lawful  for  the  exchequer  and  its  agen- 
cies, wherever  established,  to  receiye  on  deposlte 
g^old  and  silver  coin,  and  Dullion,  the  property  of 
indiyiduals,  not  exceeding  in  amount  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  and  to  rive  certificates  'Of  such  deposite. 
The  board  of  exchequer  and  its  agencies  are  also 
authorized  and  directed,  in  all  cases  where  the  pub- 
lic creditors  may  prefer  the  same,  to  issue  to  tnem 
certificates  of  deposite  for  the  amount  of  debts  due 
to  them  by  the  United  States:  the  amount  of  which 
certificates  shall  not  exceeu  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Power  is  also  conferred  upon  the  proper  ofii- 
eers  of  the  mint,  and  branch  mints,  to  issue  like 
certificates  for  the  amount  of  all  deposites  of  bul- 
lion, &c.  for  coinage.  All  these  certificates  are  re- 
deemable, on  presentation,  at  the  office,  agency,  or 
mint  where  issued. 

Now,  sir,  notwithstanding  all  this  parade  and 
promise,  a  yery  superficial  examination  will  show 
that  this  whole  scheme  is  a  mere  substitution  of  a 
paper  for  a  metallic  currency,  and  adds  not  one  cent 
to  the  amount  of  the  circulation.  Observe  that 
all  these  certificates,  whether  public  or  private,  by 
whomsoever  given,  represent  gold  and  silver  coin 
and  bullion.  Sofhrasthey  represent  the  first,  they 
(mH  ngtUity  to  tb^  circulation;  for  (kp  gold^aod 


silver  coin  roust  first  be  withdrawn  before  the  cer- 
tificate can  get  into  circulation;  and  the  coin  can 
only  again  occupy  the  channels  of  circulation 
when  the  certificate  is  redeemed  and  withdrawn. 
To  the  amoimt  that  these  certificates  represent 
bullion,  they  increase  the  quantity  of  currency, 
making  bullion  in  deposite  for  coinage  answer  the 

fmipose  of  coin.  These  mint  certificates,  howeyer, 
et  It  be  'recollected,  only  add  to  the  circulation 
durinp^  the  time  consumed  in  the  process  of  coin- 
age; for  so  soon  as  the  bullion  is  converted  into 
coin,  it  would  at  once  enter  into  the  general  circu- 
lation, but  for  the  outstanding  certificate  which  re- 
presents it,  and  for  the  redemption  of  which  the 
coin  must  remain  in  deposite  at  the  mint  where  the 
certificate  is  redeemable. 

I  greatly  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  authority  given 
to  your  officers  to  pay  the  public  debts  in  certificates 
of  deposite,  which  can  only  be  given  when  there  is 
in  deposite,  at  the  agei^cy  where  the  account  is  pre- 
sented, an  equal  amount  of  specie  belonging  to  the 
Gtovemment.-  You  have  the  money  lymghyyou 
idle,  for  which  you  have  no  immediate  use;  and 
the  great  merit  of  this  contrivance  is,  that,  instead 
of  paying  your  debt  with  it  at  once,  you  incur  all 
the  risk  of  safekeeping  the  money,  and  give  your 
note  in  payment  of  your  treasury  warrant.  Wh^ 
not  let  tne  treasury  warrant  circulatel  There  is 
too  much  of  the  economy  of  the  spendthrift  in  this. 
It  is  ar  part  of  the  clumsy  apparatus  by  which  a 
paper  currency  is  to  be  substituted  for  a  metallic. 
Treasury  notes  are  pointed  out  as  a  third  medium 
of  payment  of  dues  to  the  United  States.  There 
is,  howeyer,  no  proyision  in  this  bill  for  issuing 
treasury  notes;  there  will,  therefore,  be  none  under 
its  authority  to  be  paid  in.  Those  issued  under 
existing  laws  are  aJ ready  made  receiyable  at  the 
treasury  by  those  laws.  Notes  of  specie-paying 
banks  are  aiso  to  be  received;  but,  as  they  are  never 
to  be  paid  out  by  the  Qovemment,  their  circulation 
is  arrested  the  moment  they  are  paid  in.  The  ac- 
tual operation  of  this  bill  is  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  the  currency  until  these  notes  are  presented  and 
redeemed,  when  the  bank  may  re-issue  them.  In 
the  interval, the  coin  for  their  redemption  is  locked 
up  from  circulation  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  and 
the  notes  are  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  the  treasury. 
This  comparison  of  the  operation  of  the  two  sys- 
tems upon  the  currency  shows  yerv  little  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  exchequer  oyer  tne  sub-trea.<;t7ry. 
Neither  adds  anythiiig  to  the  amount  of  circulation. 
Indeed,  this  is  one  of^ihe  great  merits  of  his  plan, 
claimed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  both 
in  his  report  and  in  his  speech.  In  the  former,  it  is 
put  quite  as  metaphorically  as  the  subject  will 
Dear.  "For  every  paper  eagle  on  the  wing,  you  have 
a  gold  eagle  in  nana." 

How,  then,  is  that  bill  to  inoproye  the  currency, 
and  remedy  existing  evils')  If  individuals  make 
deposites,  and  the  Government  creditors  receive 
certificates,  you  will  have  in  circulation  twenty  mil- 
lions of  Qovemment  paper  in  lieu  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  coin  in  deposite.  But,  in  the  contingency 
that  no  priyate  deposites  be  made,  and  your  credit- 
ors prefer  payment  of  their  debts  in  specie  to  ta- 
king your  notes,  this  plan  will  have  no  effect  upon 
the  currency,  except  to  withdraw  from  general  cir- 
culation gold  and  silver  for  Gk)yemment  use;  and 
its  identity  in  this  respect  with  the  sub-treasury 
cannot  be  questioned. 

But  suppose  the  twenty  millions  of  (Sovemment 
paper  in  circulation:  I  am  not  disposed,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  to  undervalue  the  aavantages  and 
conveniences  of  such  a  currency  to  the  treasury 
and  to  commerce;  but  I  doubt  exceedingly  whether 
Qovemment  will  find  in  these  advantages  a  com- 
pensation for  the  hazard  of  safekeeping  this 
amount  of  Afn,  and  the  risk  of  this  complex  ma- 
chine not  WOTking  perfectly  and  promptly  in  all  its 
parts  and  at  every  point.  This  most  delicate  opera- 
tion of  producing  and  reproducing  this  vast  amount 
of  Goyemroent  money:  gC  haying  at  all  times  the 
constituent  coin  ready  tor  the  appearance  of  its  rep- 
resentattye  paper,  is  necessarily  confided  to  a  great 
number  of  agents,  ignorance  or  infidelity  in  any 
one  of  whom  mars  the  whole  system,  and  your 
treasury  feels  the  shock  in  all  its  departments.  The 
yarious  parts  of  this  complicated  machine,  although 
at  great  distances  from  each  other,  are  so  geared 
and  coupled  together,  that  a  failure  anywhere  will 
disturb,  if  it  do  not  destroy,  the  motion  of  the  whole. 
It  is  one  yast  chain  drawn  over  the  whole  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  the  severance  of  any 
one  link.  *'tenth  or  ten  thousandth,  breaks  the 
pbaiA  9MP."   Imagine  one  of  tb^te  Qoyemmnit 


certificates,  whether  for  a  private  deposite  or  a  pub- 
lic debt,  presented  and  protested  for  non-payment: 
I  care  not  what  may  be  the  caa^e — ignorance,  inad- 
vertence, or  inability;  universal  panic  will  be  the 
immediate  consequence;  and  as  fast  as  the  mails 
can  carry  them,  all  other  outstanding  certificates, 
fellows  of  the  dishonored  one,  havmg  tost  their 
credit,  would  find  their  way  to  the  places  of  re- 
demption. Thus  would  end  your  national  paper 
currency. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  'Government  be  willing- 
to  assume  the  responsibility  to  which  1  have  re- 
ferred, ^ill  individuals  find  their  account  in  ma- 
king depositesl  I  can  imagine  no  inducement  to 
do  so,  except  at  points  where  commercial  balances 
accumulate.  A  certificate,  redeemable  at  the  place 
where  these  balances  are  to  be  adjusted,  would  cer- 
tainly be  at  a  premium  at  the  debtor  pointi  Not  so 
in  any  other  case.  A  certificate,  the  specie  to  pay 
which  is  deposited  in  Cincinnati,  will  pay  a  debt 
in  New  York  onl^  at  a  discount  equal  to  the  ex- 
pense of  transporting  the  specie  firom  Cincinnati  to 
New  York. 

But,  sir,  if  indiyiduals  should  be  inclined  to 
make  these  deposites,  will  the  seyeral  Slates  per- 
mit your  agencies  to  receive  ihemi  If  not,  this 
vaunted  national  paper  currency,  which  is  to 
achieve  such  wonders,  is  at  once  reduced  one-half, 
or  in  the  proportion  of  the  ten  millions  allotted  to 
the  prohibiting  StateSi 

Since  the  attempt  of  certain  politicians  to  control 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  person  of  Jer- 
emiah Mason,  this  question  of  the  currency  has 
entered  into  all  the  arrangements  and  conflicts  of 
party,  and  I  fear  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it  will 
continue  to  do  so. 

Much  is  said  in  this  report,  and  more  elsewhere, 
of  the  evils  inseparable  from  the  expansibility  of 
a  paper  currency.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into 
that  question.  If  it  be  an  eyil,  this  power  of  the 
States  over  your  agencies  will  perpetuate  it,  and 
make  the  expansion  and  contraction  of  your  nation- 
all  paper  currency  as  certain—almost  as  regular— r 
as  the  rising  and  falling  of  the  tides.  When  the 
friends  of  this  national  exchequer  have  the  ascend- 
ancy in  the  State  Legislatures,  your  agencies  will 
be  permitted  to  receive  private  deposites  and  give 
certificates,  and  your  paper  currency  expands. 
When  power  shall  have  changed  hands— and  on 
this  very  question,  too;  for  it  will  be  a  perpetual 
and  prolific  source  of  piarty  strife— prohibition  will 
be  enforced,  and  your  paper  currency  contracts.  It 
vacillates  with  the  vacillations  of  party.  The  cur- 
rency— which  the  interests  of  Government  and 
people  alike  require  shall  be  stable,  and  removed 
as  far  as  possible  from  the  revolutions  and  yicissi- 
tudes  from  which  no  human  affairs  are  entirely 
exempt>-is  thus,  by  the  inherent  defect  of  its  origi- 
nal formation,  by  the  very  law  and  condition  of  its 
existence,  fastened  to  and  made  to  follow  the  muta- 
tions of  the  most  fickle  and  fluctuating  of  those  af- 
fairs—the ever-varying  party  politics  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Speaker,  passing  from  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  12th  section  of 
this  bill,  which  recognises  the  authority  of  the 
States  to  prohibit,  b^  law,  your  agencies  receiving 
private  deposites  of'^gold  and  silver  coins,  and  giv- 
ing certificates  therefor.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
follow  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  in  bis  objec- 
tions drawn  from  the  principles  of  the  Constitution. 
I  shall  illiLstraie  my  opposition  from  principles  as- 
serted and  arguments  contained  in  the  report,  and 
from  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  The  project  of 
an  exchequer,  recommended  by  the  President,  con- 
tains a  proviMon  similar  to  this.  The  remarks, 
therefore,  I  feel  called  upon  to  make  upon  this 
part  of  the  subject,  are  equally  applicable  to  Doth. 

A  priiicipal  advantage  of  the  plan  insisted  upon 
by  the  committee  in  their  report,  is,  that  "it  pro- 
vides and  secures  a  national  paper  currency."  One 
of  the  modes  indicated  of  providing  this  currency, 
is,  conferring  upon  the  exchequer  and  its  agencies 
authority  to  receive,  on  private  deposite,  ^old  and 
silyer  coin  and  bullion,  the  property  of  individuals. 
Of  course,  the  committee  thinks  it|Within  the  consti- 
tutional competency  of  Congress  to  adopt  this 
mode — to  conrer  this  authority;  and  that  a  law  for 
that  purpM  is  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Sta|||i  and,  therefore,  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  anything  in  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  yet  the  committee,  in  the  same  breath,  by  this 
ISfth  section,  recommend  that  we  reyerse  this  oH 

of  precedency,  and  nwln  ««  mcgMtimUopv' 
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law  supreme,  and  a  constitutional  United  States 
law  snoordinaie. 

We  are  also  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  report, 
with  some  pomp  and  circumstance,  "that  in  all 
commimities,ana  in  every  form  in  which  currency 
exists,  whether  as  coined  money  or  as  paper  rep- 
resentative of  it.  and  whether  this  be  issued  by 
banks  or  by  public  authority  directly,  the  question 
of  the  currency  of  the  country  and  that  of  its  fiscal 
afiairs  are  inseparable  facts.  The  committee  has 
deemed  it  consistent  with  this  strong  affirmation  to 
recoanise  by  this  twelfth  section  the  authority  of 
the  States  to  separate  finance  from  currency;  and 
compelling  them  to  tolerate  the  one,  allows  them  to 
reject  the  other.  But,  if  they  be  inseparable  facts,  it 
is  because  they  are  so  blended  as  not  to  be  capable 
of  severance,  without  injury,  if  not  destruction,  to 
both;  because  so  dependent  each  upon  the  other, 
that  they  cannot  exist  in  a  sefuirate  state;  and  yet 
this  fata)  separation  you  permit,  if  you  did  not  in- 
vite the  Stales  to  make  it. 

We  are  further  informed  in  the  report,  that  "the 
radical  difliculty  in  the  whole  mauer  of  the  cur- 
rency" is.  ''that  of  the  sovereign  function  to  make, 
issue,  and  regulate  money,  (or  its  substitute,)  the 
States  possess  a  part  in  common  with  the  Qeneral 
Government.*'  The  exercise  by  the  States  of  this 
sovereign  function  is,  by  the  report,  if  not  in  ex- 
press terms,  yet  by  the  strongest  implication,  de- 
nounced a  usurpation.  This  usurpation  the  bill 
proposes  to  legalize;  for,  of  a  paper  curi ency,  obe 
of  the  most  important  regulations  regards  its 
amount  or  quantity;  and,  of  the  sovereign  Ainction 
10  make  this  regulation,  you  divest  yourself,  and, 
by  this  twelfth  section,  (to  the  extent,  at  all  events, 
of  one-half)  you  transfer  it  to  the  States.  This 
'^radical  difficulty,*'  then,  is  only  staled  by  the  com- 
mtttee  in  their  report,  to  be  confirmed  and  perpetu- 
ated in  the  bill. 

In  a  similar  spirit  we  are  told,  in  the  report,  that 
the  Federal  Government  can  provide  a  national 
paper  currency  of  "adequate  quantity;"  but,  by  the 
bill,  the  State  Governments,  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  Federal  Government,  are  made  the  ultimate 
judges,  within  certain  limitations,  of  this  adequate 
quantity. 

The  committee  quotes,  with  approbation,  the 
assertion  of  Mr.  Dallas  of  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  ^'supplv  and  maintain  a  paper  medium  of 
exchange;*'  and  yet,  sir,  by  their  bill,  they  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  States  to  cut  off  this  supply  as  ca- 
priee  or  passion  may  dictate. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  care  not  what  set  of  words  is 
used;  I  care  not  how  the  phrase  may  run;  this  l3ih 
section  does,  in  fact,  confer  upon  the  State  Legisla- 
tures a  negative  upon  parts  of  this  bill.  And  in 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  do  strict  construction- 
ists (it  is  they  who  insist  upon  this  State-right  fea- 
ture) find  authority  for  this  Government  to  give 
power  to  the  State  Legislatures')  If  the  States 
nave  this  authority  by  their  own  constitutions,  or 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  your  law 
Is  superfluous;  if  they  have  it  not,  it  is  inoperative. 
But  why  give  the  States  a  negative  upon  parts 
onhrof  this  hilH  Why  not  upon  the  whole  of  iti 
Wny  may  they  not  exclude  from  your  exchequer 
public  aswellasprivatedepositesi  There  are  no 
degrees  of  constitutionality.  You  asFert  your  power 
to  confer  upon  the  excheouer  authority  to  receive 
both,  and  yet  admit  that  the  States haVe  the  power 
to  exclude  one. 

I  will  not  affijct  ignorance,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  the 
reason  which  1  presume  will  be  given  for  this  dis- 
tinctioQ-^thlLt  Congress,  having  authority  to  lay  and 
collect  duties,  &c.,  may  provide  a  place  for  their 
deposite.  But  it  will  be  recollected  that  this  same 
power  to  lay  and  collect  duties  is  one  of  the  sources 
indicated  in  the  report  from  which  is  deduced  the 
power  to  provide  and  secure  a  national  paper  cur- 
rcncy^the  great  object  of  the  exchequer;  and  sure- 
ly a  place  ior  the  execution  of  this  latter  power  is 
as  necessary  as  a  place  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money. 

This  section,  irreconcilable  as  it  is  with  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  direct 
opposition  to  many  of  the  opinions  expressed  in 
Che  report,  was  inserted  in  the  bill,  beyond  all 
doubt,  to  avoid  collision  with  '*the  fixed  constitu- 
tional fact.'* 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  mere  matters  of  expediency  I 
would  not  be  very  tenacious  of  my  own  opinions; 
I  would  be  willing  to  yield  much  to  the  wishes, 
judgraento,  and  honest  prejudices,  if  you  please,  of 
others.  In  subordinate  matters,  I  would  be  un- 
witting, by  an  obsUiMte  adherence  to  preconceived 
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notions,  to  hazard  the  attainment  of  any  great  good. 
But  when  asked  to  surrender  the  authority  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  execute  its  own  powers — 
to  give  up  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which,  more 
than  any  other,  distinguishes  it  from  the  articles 
of  Confederation,  of  wnich  the  want  of  this  very 
authority  was  the  great  defect;  when  called  upon  to 
throw  this  Government  back  upon  a  miserable  and 
imbecile  dependence  upon  the  State  X^egislaiures; 
when  invotred  to  make  partition  of  that  authority 
which  the  people  conferred  upon  us,  with  those  to 
whom  they  most  wisely  denied  it, — I  cannot  but  re- 
collect there  are  other  fixed  constitutional  facts 
besides  the  Executive  veto.  One  of  those  fact3  is,, 
that  all  legislative  power  under  the  Constitution  is 
conferred  upon  Congress;  which  power  each  mem- 
ber is  sworn  to  execute  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution.  Pan  of  those  legislative  powers^ 
those  from  which  are  claimed,  and  properly  claimed, 
for  this  Government,  the  authority  to  provide  a 
national  paper  currency — are  enumerated  in  the  re- 
port This  bill,  in  executidn  of  that  power,  pro- 
vides such  a  currency;  this  power  we  are  sworn  to 
execute  ourselves;  that  oath  is  a  perpetual  interdict 
to  the  surrender  of  that  power,  no  matter  at  whose 
bidding,  no  matter  for  what  purpose. 

This  bill  recognises  two  kinds  of  currency— gold 
and  silver  coin,  and  paper.  For  reasons  given  in 
the  r  eport^ils  cheapness  and  facility  of  remittance — 
the  paper,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  more  desirable, 
and  tnerefore  more  valuable,  than  the  coin,  if  this 
be  true,  the  convenience  which  this  paper  curren- 
cy is  Intended  to  afford  the  treasury  will  be  lost. 
Commercial  sagacity  will  absorbi  if  not  the  whole, 
the  greater  part  of  it  in  commercial  exchanges, 
and  leave  the  Government  to  a  more  cumbrous  and 
expensive  coin. 

Having  touched  upon  some  of  the  objectionable 
points  in  the  plan  of  an  exchequer  reported  by  the 
committee,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  that 
recommended  bv  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  remarks  which  I  have  already  made  upon  the 
one,  are  equally  applicable  to  the  same  provisions 
of  the  other.  As  a  mode  of  attaining  the  great  ob- 
ject proposed  by  these  bills,  as  a  mere  measure  of 
finance  and  currency,  the  scheme  of  the  Secretary 
has  great  advantages  over  that  of  the  committee. 
With  the  latter,  it  authorizes  the  exchequer  at  the 
seat  of  Gk)vemmeDt,  and  its  agencies  in  the  States, 
to  receive  private  deposites  of  gold  and  silver  coin 
and  bullion,  and  to  issue  certificates  therefor;  the 
amount  on  deposite  at  any  one  time  never  to  ex- 
ceed fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  For  the  safekeep- 
ing of  the  specie,  and  issuing^  the  certificate,  a 
premium  not  exceeding  one-half  per  cent,  may  be 
charged.  This  charge  to  the  depositor,  I  think, 
will  exclude  from  the  vaults  of  the  exchequer  the 
coin  of  individuals,  so  long  as  the  banks  continue 
to  do  what  they  always  have  done — receive  such 
deposites,  and  issue  such  certificates,  free  of  ex- 
pense. The  committee,  in  their  bill,  made  these 
certificates  of  individual  deposites  receivable  at  the 
treasury  in  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  United  States, 
while  that  of  the  Secretary  excludes  them.  Thus 
discredited  by  the  Government,  they  must  beat  a 
discount  in  market;  and  I  leave  it  to  the  financier- 
ing skill  which  devised  the  project,  to  point  out  the 
collateral  advantages  which  led  to  the  belief  that 
individuals  would  deposite  gold  and  silver,  and  re- 
ceive in  exchange  depreciated  paper.  These  cer- 
tificates, with  this  fatal  mark  of  exclusion  upon 
them,  are  intended  as  a  circulation  for  the  people: 
thus  recognising  and  legalizing  one  of  the  practical 
results,  and  one  of  the  most  odious  features  of  the 
sub-treasury— one  currency  for  the  Government, 
and  another  for  the  people.  Sir.  under  these  dir- 
cumstances,  there  is  no  risk  in  the  prediction  that 
the  anticipated  deposites  will  never  be  made,  and 
all  expectations  of  relief  from  that  qu^er  will  be 
utterly  disappointed.  ^ 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Secretary  proposes  to  issue 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  form  of  treasury 
notes,  upon  a  basis  of  five  millions  of  specie,  with 
a  power  reserved  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  enlarge  that  basis  to  ten  millions,  by  creating  a 
Government  stock  redeemable  in  twenty  years. 
These  treasury  notes  being  authorized,  it  was  ne* 
ces:3ary  to  provide  some  mc^e  by  which  they  could 
be  put  and  kept  in  circulation.  For  this  purpose, 
the  officers  of  the  exchequer  are  directed  ta  make 
pavment  of  all  drafls  upon  them  (at  the  option  of 
the  creditor)  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  or  treasuiy 
notes;  and  it  is  declared  lawful  for  the  board  of  ex- 
chequer, and  each  of  its  agencies,  to  purchase  do- 
mestic bills  of  exchange,  under  certain  regulations.  ] 


The  said  board  and  its  agencies  are  also  luthorize^ 
to  draw  bills  or  drafts  on  each  other,  ud  to  aeU 
such  bills  or  drafts  at  a  premium  not  toexceed  two 
per  cent.  JNow,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  form 
,  some  probable  conjecture  how  this  measure  vill 
work,  as  one  of  finance  and  currency,  (its  political 
bearings  I  shall  examine  hereafter,)  let  as  look  at 
'  the  apparatus  intended  to  produce  these  great  r^ 
suits. 

There  is  established  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, at  the  seat  of  Government,  a  bMrd,  to  l)e 
called,  the  exchequer  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
composed  of  the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury,  the 
Treasurer  of  the  UnKed  States,  and  three  com. 
mission ers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presidem,  ivlih 
the  consent  of  the  Senate.    The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  authorized  to  appoint  all  such' inferior 
officers  as,  in  the  judgment  ot  the  board,  the  trans- 
action of  its  business  may  require.    The  board  of 
exchequer  is  also    authorized  to  establish  soch 
agencies  or  offices  as  it  may  judge  expedient,  not 
exceeding  two  in  any  State  or  Territory;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  also  authorized,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  board,  to  appoint  such 
officers  and  agents  as  the  said  board  may  determine 
to  be  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  it^  business. 
The  board  is  also  authorized  to  fix  i  he  compensa- 
tion of  such  oflicers.    The  exchequer  and  its  offi< 
cers,  thus  organized,  are  declared  to  be  the  gen- 
eral agents   of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  receiving,  safekeeping,  and  disbursing 
the  public  moneys,  and  transferring  and  transmit- 
ting  the  same.    The  exchequer  is  also  aotfaonzed 
to  receive  private  deposites,  as  we  have  seen,  to  the 
amount  of  S15,000,(X)0;  to  issue  treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  of  81 5,000,000;  and  to  purchase  domes- 
tic bills  of  exchange,  with  no  other  limit  thanibeir 
ability  to  pay  for  them. 

This,  sir,  is  a  concise  but  accurate  description 
of  the  exchequer.  Let  us  suppose  it  in  full  opera- 
tion. There  are,  then,  the  board  at  Washington, 
and  fifiy-cight  agencies  distributed  through  the 
States,  having  in  their  custody  and  control,  either 
on  deposite  or  in  circulation;  $42,000,000,  for 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  at 
all  times  responsible;  and  this  sum  does  not  in- 
clude the  ordinary  daily  accruing'  reveane.  I 
would  not  exaggerate  the  number  of  persons  n& 
cessary  to  the  transaction  of  all  this  bosiness. 
When  the  estimates  shall  come  in  from  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  pavment  of  their  salarie»<,  yon  will 
find  they  will  uir  exceed  three  hundred.  Suppose 
them  to  be  that  nnmber,  he  must  have  more  laith 
in  the  integriiy  and  capacity  of  revenue  officers 
than  I  have,  who  has  confidence  in  a  scheme  of 
finance  dependent  for  its  sciccess  upon  finding 
these  qualities,  in  an  eminent  degree,  in  so  buge 
a  number  of  men.  Sir,  we  have  bills  npoa  oar 
calendar  for  the  release  of  the  sureties*  of^defanlt- 
ing  officers,  which  may  give  us  some  wholesome 
admonitions  upon  this  subject.  It  is  not  a  very 
violent  presumption,  nor  one  at  which  I  suppose 
the  Administration  or  its  friends  will  take  fire, 
that  these  appointments  will  be  made  from  politi- 
cal considerations.  The  removal  of  Jonathan 
Roberts  is  a  pregnant  proof  of  that.  Officers  thus 
appointed  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  act  from 
higher  motives  than  those  which  led  to  their  se- 
lection. The  fate  of  Jonathan  Roberts  will  pre- 
vent that.  Political  considerations,  then,  it  may 
be  safely  assumed,  will  not  be  entirely  without 
their  influence  in  determining  the  direction  of 
exchequer  facilities,  and  who.  e  bills  of  exchange 
shall  be  purchased.  Securities  of  this  description 
are  not  generally  considered  the  most  valuable 
among  cautit>usand  considerate  men.  When  lo 
this  temptation— to  look  beyond  the  mere  value 
of  the  bill — we  add  the  consideration  that  these 
men  have  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  transactions 
they  control,  and  that  they  bear  no  part  of  (be  lofs, 
if  lass  ensue;  we  can  scarcely,  I  tjiink,  avoid  the 
conclusion,  that  this  boasted  plan  is  destined  to  as 
signal  a  failure  as  its  equally  boasted  predeces- 
sors. 

But,  sir,  if  this  plan  be  thus  full  of  risk,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  do.Iars  and  rents,  bow  will  yon  estimate 
its  danger  as  a  political  enginel  It  has  long  been 
the  policy  of  the  Whigs,  and  it  is  the  true  policy 
of  the  countrv,  to  restrain  and  circumscribe  Exeen- 
tive  power.  The  President  being  the  constitntiooai 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  it  has 
been  justly  deemed  of  the  1a<  importance  to  re- 
move, as  far  as  possible,  from  his  control,  the  treas- 
ure of  the  nation.  It  has  grown  into  a  maxim  rf 
free  government,  that  the  purse  and  the  svord 
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hoaM  not  be  intrusted  to  the  same  bands.  So 
ealoDS  were  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
Jaiofi,  that  they  expressly  prorided  that  no  appro- 
iriation  of  money,  to  raise  and  support  armies, 
honkl  be  made  for  a  longer  time  than  two  years. 
jook  at  the  immense  sums  of  money  which  this 
lill  at  all  limes  places  in  the  hands  of  officers  de- 
lendent  upon  the  President  for  their  appointment, 
nd  at  every  moment  subject  to  his  power  of  re- 
oovsJ.  Do  you  expect  independent  action  from 
lea  thassituatedl  you  will  m  disappointed.  The 
ontrol  of  the  officer  is  the  control  of  the  fund. 
They  are  his  officers,  and,  with  rare  exceptions, 
nil  do  his  bidding.  We  opposed  the  sub^treas- 
ry— 1  did,  at  least — ^because  of  this  very  increase 
f  power  which  it  conferred  upon  the  President. 
0  comparison  with  this,  that  fiscal  agent  was  abso- 
ately  impotent.  The  sub-treasury  had  no  author- 
\y  to  receive  private  deposites,  to  issue  treasury 
otes,  or  to  grant  pecuniary  favors  in  shape  of  bills 
f  exchange,  in  return  for  political  support.  In  the 
ourse  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Government, 
liere  would  seldom  have  been  in  the  treasury  at 
Qetime  more  than  five  or  six  millions  of  doUars, 
nd  that  at  every  monoent  liable  to  treasury  drafts. 
This  same  amount,  and  under  the  same  liabilities, 
rill  be  in  deposite  in  the  exchequer,  besides  the 
rivaie  depositee  and  specie  basis  of  the  treasury 
otes;  which  being  necessarily  of  a  more  perma- 
«m  character,  wal  be  less  frequently  called  for, 
nd  therefore  more  exposed  to  be  withdrawn  and 
qoaadered. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cush- 
KG,]  feeling  the  force  of  this  objection,  has  attempt- 
d  tu  obviate  it  by  saying,  "You  could  have  nothing 
Mt  was  to  exert  a  useful  activity  without  power, 
f  yon  excluded  power,  yon  at  once  excluded  ac- 
ion.  Did  you  want  useful  action,,  how  was  it  to 
ehad  without  power'?  To  refuse  power  was  to 
Qjoin  inactivity.  In  any  possible  mode  of  man- 
f^Dg  the  finances  of  such  a  nation  as  this,  power 
ras  unavoidable  J  there  must  be  power."  Such 
phrases  as  these  were  never  wanting  to  calm  the 
ears  and  lull  the  suspicions  of  a  jealous  people; 
mder  cover  of  them,  usurpation  has  ever  made  its^ 
ore  advances.  Adinilting  their  truth  as  general' 
fopositions,  I  beg  leave  to  say  they  do  not  meet 
be  case,  or  remove  4he  objections.  That  some 
ower  is  necessary,  was  never  denied;  that  is  not 
lie  question.  Does  not  this  bill  confer  upon  the 
'resident  more  power  than  4s  necessary  to  the 
ccomplishment  of  its  object?  That  is  the  true 
iuestion.  If  so,  then  the  power  is  excessive;  and 
11  will  agree  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  re- 
use it.  By  the  veto,  the  President  controls  the 
sgislation  of  Congress;  give  him  the  exchequer, 
ud  he  will  control  the  money  of  the  people.  What 
ther  power  is  wanting  to  constitute  him  a  despot? 

Another  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
^iNTHROP,]  speaking  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
;e  of  Ways  and  Means,  complains  that  they  seem 
nwilling  to  place  any  confidence  in  the  honesty  of 
ublic  officers;  and  to  show  that  such  confidence* 
aay  be  safely  extended  to  ihem,  he  disregards  the 
umerous  instances  of  recent  defalcations  in  our 
WD  country,  which  had  no  doubt  awakened  the 
Dspicions  of  the  committee,  and  quotes  Montes- 
alea,  who  says  that  fear  is  Ihe  basis  gf  despotic 
lovemments,  honor  of  monarchies,  and  virtue  of 
epnblics.  Does  the  honorable  gentleman  under- 
taod  the  great  philosopher  to  refer  to  the  virtue  of 
bepeople,  or  their  rulers?  It  is  fear  in  the  subject, 
Ad  not  in  the  king,  which  is  the  basis  of  despot- 
sm;  and  the  virtue  of  the  people,  not  of  the  rulers, 
s  the  basis  of  republics.  The  prime  virtue  of  a  re* 
Qblican  people  is  an  ever- wakeful  jealousy  of  the 
towM*  intrusted  to  the  Government;  and  especially 
0  place  little  reliance  upon  the  integrity  oft  reas- 
iry  agents,  (hrough  whose  hands  the  public  monev 
»isses;  and  less,  if  possible,  upon  the  disinterestea- 
less  of  politicians  who  direct  its  expenditure. 

The  chairman  of  the  special  committee  [Mr. 
^oaniNo]  tells  us  he  once  thought  that-  the  exche- 
iuer  would  not  furnish  so  safe  a  depository  of  the 
)oblic  funds  as  a  bank  of  the  United  States;  but 
idds,  "with  the  ruins  in  our  sight  of  the  old  United 
States  Bank— with  the  proof  of  its  whole  capital 
laving  been  squandered — it  surely  did  not  become 
Congress  to  say  that  such  an  institution  was  the 
nfesi  place  to  keep  the  public  treasure."  It  cannot 
iiave  escaped  your  recollection,  sir,  that,  at  the 
ixtra  session  in  1841,  that  gentleman,  with  the 
>ame  rains  in  his  eyes,  and  that  same  proof  of 
»)nandered  capital  before  him,  voted  for  two  bills 
shattering  United  States  bankSj  for  the  avowed  , 


purpose  of  receiving  the  public  deposiles.  This 
same  idea  of  the  insecurity  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
States  is  found  in  Mr.  Forward's  report,  who  ad- 
mits, however,  that  it  was  always  faithful  to  its 
engagements,  and  that  the  Government  sustained 
no  loss.  1  marvel  that  neither  of  these  gentlemen 
adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  ruin  they  deplore  was 
not  of  a  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  but  a  State 
bank  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  which,  within  its  limited 
sphere  of  operations,  it  could  not  legitimately  use 
in  banking,  and  therefore  ran  into  the  wildest 
speculations;  and  that  was  the  cause  of  its  ruin. 

This  exchequer,  Mr.  Speaker,  is,  in  everything 
but  name,  a  Government  bank.  This,  to  be  sore, 
is  denied  by  its  friends,  because  it  is  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  such  an  institution  is  full  of  danger 
to  the  purity  of  our  Government  and  the  liberties 
of  our  people. 

That  this  exchequer  will  not  furnish  the  relief 
anticipated  from  it,  is  alisost  admitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary in  his  report,  who  says:  "The  exchequer 
can  lend  money  to  nobody;  it  can  furnish  capital 
to  no  one  to  begin,  carry  on,  or  uphold  his  busi- 
ness;" "all  real  borrowing  and  lending  is  excluded; 
and  bills  are  to  be  taken  on  such  time  only  as  is  ne- 
cessary for  ordinary  notice  and  the  usual  transmis- 
sion of  intelligence."  ^ 

For  these  reasons,  I  cannot  support  these  plans,' 
or  either  of  them. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  WOODBURY, 

OF  NEW  HilMrdHIRE. 

M  SenaUy  FAruary.  19, 1843 — On  the  amendment 
to  the  bill  as  to  treasury  notes,  proposing  to  fund 
them. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  that  the  chairman  hav- 
ing referred  to  him  as  approving  the  amendment, 
it  became  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  misappre- 
hension, to  state  briefly  the  reasons  for  his  opinion. 
He  did  not  wish  to  fund  treasury  notes  when  the 
treasury  possessed  the  means  or  payment,  or  was 
likely  soon  to  have  them;  or  when  those  in  power 
were  willing  to  go  forward  wisely,  and  raise  the 
necessary  means  within  the  year  to  discharge  the 
expenses  of  the  year.  But  the  close  of  the  session 
had  now  arrived,  without  a  single  efifort,  on  the 
part  of  the  majority,  to  raise  those  means,  either 
by  a  modification  of  the  present  injudicious  tariff, 
or  by  any  other  taxes.  This  had  occurred  in  the 
face  of  a  resolution,  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Senate,  almost  or  quite  unanimously,  in  these 
words: 

*^Rii»olvedt  That  It  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to 
provide  an  adequate  revenue  within  the  year  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenaeaof  iheyeai;  and  that  any  expedient,  either  by 
loan  or  treasury  note*,  to  supply,  in  time  of  peace,  a  deficiency 
of  revenue,  especially  during  successive  years,  is  unwise,  and 
must  lead  to  pernicious  consequences." 

His  own  principles,  at  all  times,  had  been  unfa- 
vorable to  the  issue  or  re-issue  of  treasury  notes, 
or  to  a  permanent  loan,  in  time  of  peace,  except  in 
a  temporary  exigency;  and  when  additional  rev- 
enue to  meet  the  notes,  as  in  1837,  was  soon  ex- 
f>ected;  or  when,  as  between  that  and  184 Y,  all 
ooked  forward  to  a  judicious  alteration  in  the 
tariff,  at  an  early  day,  suited  to  redeem  any  notes 
which  might  be  outstanding.  Indeed,  the  whole 
amount  out  at  several  dates  during  that  period, 
was  only  a  single  million  and  a  fraction;  and 
at  others,  two  millions  and  a  fraction:  while  now 
it  exceeded  eleven  millions;  and  now  none  of 
the  majority  proposed  to  raise  revenue  sufiicient, 
or  expressed  any  hopes  of  having  revenue  suffi- 
cient, for  many  years,  to  redeem  them. , 

It  is  another  alarming  fact,  that  several  millions 
of  the  treasury  notes  now  out  are  actually  due, 
and  no  means  j|hatever  are  provided  which  the 
Administratioi^Pends  to  apply  to  their  redemp- 
tion. It  is  further  manifest  to  any  one  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  examine  this  subject,  that  quite 
eleven  millions  of  the  eleven  and  a  half  now  out 
will  fall  due  within  this  calendar  year.  All  that 
is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Treasury  Department 
is,  not  to  apply  the  borrowed  money  to  redeem 
them  as  far  as  it  will  go— though  we  permitted  it 
to  be  borrowed  for  that  very  object — but  to  perse- 
vere in  a  system  of  re-issue  and  re-issue,  without 
the  least  prospect  of  final  payment,  under  the  exist- 
ing laws,  for  several  years. 

We  had  been  gravely  told  in  a  high  quarter,  that, 
as  th^  potes  were  on  interest,  they  might  not  be 
pres^^t^d  for  payment;  and  hence,  perhaps,  the 
^^PftMrtjent  might  get  along  without  any  provision 
whj/  '  er     ^"^  ^^^^  should  we  think  oi  an  indi- 


vidual, who  made  no  provision  to  pay  his  note  or 
bond,  when  falling  due,  because  it  was  on  interest? 
What  could  be  more  negligent  and  fatal  to  credit? 

At  last,  however,  it  was  discovered  that,  in  any 
fluctuation  of  the  money  market,  the  whole  of  the 
notes  might  be  naid  in  for  duties  and  lands— or  pay- 
ment demandea  of  those  due;  and  thus  the  treas- 
ury be  compelled  again,  and  at  once,  to.  stop  pay- 
ment. Hence,  the  ofiUcial  recommendation  now 
was  to  give  power  to  re-issue  other  notes.  This 
was  better  than  nothing,  but  was  not  enough  for 
the  occasion.  Mr.  W.  was  convinced  that  this 
would  be  mere  evasion,  and  shuffling  ofi*,  and  pro- 
crastination, without  any  expectation  or  ability 
soon  to  make  final  payment.  Ii  was  done,  likewise, 
at  the  highest  rale  (of  six  per  cent.)  now,  though  at 
a  much  lower  rate  formerly. 

On  the  contrary,  a  permanent  loan  could  proba- 
bly be  now  effected  at  five  per  cent.,  or  five  and  a 
half,  and  for  eight  or  ten  years  only;  and  by  au- 
thorizing these,  or  any  better  terms  which  can  be 
obtained,  through  the  adoption  of  this  amendment, 
we  should  save  interest— considering  the  rate  now 
paid — and  (what  was  much  more  in  importance) 
should  sustain  the  national  faith  honorably.  He 
conceded  that,  for  large  and  permanent  deficiencies, 
a  loan  like  that  proposed  in  the  amendment  was 
only  a  choice  of  evils.  We  had  to  select  between 
that,  and  bankruptcy  or  finapcial  disgrace.  But, 
in  his  view,  the  truecourse  to  meet  such  deficiencies 
was  taxation,  or  a  reduction  of  expenses  so  as  to 
have  prevented  them. 

But  we  had  hitherto  refused  to  reduce  the  ex- 
penses sufiiciently;  we  had  neglected  to  tax  suffi- 
ciently; we  had  failed  to  get  means  enough,  by  the 
panaceas  of  giving  away  the  land  revenue  for  a 
time,  and  of  making  a  high  protective  tariff,  instead 
of  a  revenue  one. 

What,  then,  was  the  best  measure  leA?  It  was, 
in  bis  opinion,  to  make  the  loan,  rather  than  tem- 
porize longer,  and  incur  the  danger  of  further 
discredit,  protests,  and  insolvency,  neaped  on  the 
public  treasury. 

The  only  remaining  doubt  about  this  loan  must 
be,  that  some  might  think  the  condition  of  the. 
treasury  so  flourishing  as  to  be  able  to  redeem  these 
notes  as  they  fall  due,  or  redeem  them  as  soon  as 
the  next  year,  by  the  current  revenue.  If  either  of 
these  were  the  fact,  or  were  highly  probable,  he,  for 
one,  would  not  prefer  a  permanent  loan,  but  a  fur- 
ther issue  or  re-issue  of  notes  during  another  year. 

But,  in  his  view,  neither  of  those  events  could  be 
justly  anticipated.  Neither  was  pretended  to  be 
probable  by  the  Treasury  Department,  or  by  its 
organs  on  the  floor  of  either  House  of  Congress: 
nor  could  any  Senator  expect  either,  who  would 
look  a  moment  at  the  real,  naked  condition  of  the 
treasury, — though  it  had  been  a  matter  of  so  much 
exultation  with  some  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
a  few  days  ago,  in  this  body.  In  truth,  so  lamenta- 
ble was  its  condition,  all  admit  that  the  expenses 
of  this  calendar  year  would  not  be  met  without  the 
use,  for  that  purpose,  of  the  millions  of  borrowed  ' 
money  on  hand,  which  had  been  authorized  for  the 
different  purpose  of  redeeming  these  very  notes. 

What,  sir !  boast  that  we  are  able  to  get  along 
this  year,  in  profound  peace,  and  after  all  reforms, 
only  by  the  help  of  five  or  six  millions  of  borrowed 
moneyl— boast  that  we  have  been  able,  at  last, 
to  borrow  money,  though  not  till  afler  abandoning 
the  finances  distributed,  and  reducing  our  expenses 
down  to  near  the  standard  proposed  by  us,  and  vio* 
lently  resisted  by  our  opponents,  no  longer  ago  than 
the  last  session? 

In  proof  of  this,  be  would  submit  two  or  three 
facts.  At  this  late  hour,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  omit  all  unimportant  details,  and  merely 
say  that  the  whole  estimated  revenue  of  the 
year,  including  the  lands,  was  but  S2,600,000  inde- 
pendent of  the  customs.  Now,  compute  these  last 
at  fourteen  or  sixteen  millions,  as  the  Secretary 
did  last  December;  or  at  thirteen,  as  he  has  since 
stated;  and  every  one  can  see  that  there  will  not 
be  enough  to  pay  either  of  his  estimated  amount 
of  expenditures.  One  of  them  was  at  twenty,  and 
the  other  at  twenty-two  millions.  How,  then,  do 
he  and  all  his  friends  calculate  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  this  calendar  year— to  say  nothing 
now  of  the  next  half  year,  for  which  we  have  also 
made  large  appropriations  with  inadequate  means? 
I  repeat,  sir;  they  expect  it  solely  by  the  use  of 
the  borrowed  money  on  hand  the  1st  of  January, 
and  that  obtained  since;  and  solely,  too,  by  divert- 
ing it  from  its  original  destination— the  redemption 
of  these  very  notes,  which,  in  part,  we  art  tb^ 
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forced  to  fond  in  the  manner  proposed  by  ttie 
amendment  under  consideration. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable,  too,  that  the  data  on 
vhich  even  thirteen  millions  from  customs  are 
computed  to  be  likely  to  be  received,  as  exhibited 
by  a  financial  report  in  the  other  House,  do  not  sus- 
tain that  estimate.  We  may,  in  the  end,  receive 
such  an  amount,  or  even  more.  On  that  he  offered 
no  opinion.  But  the  data  of  $3,116,370,  aiisumed 
as  the  accruing  duties  of  the  last  quarter,  on  its 
imports,  had  smce  been  admitted  by  the  Secretary 
to  be  more  than  half  a  million  too  high. 

[Mr.  Evans  asked  wherel  He  wanted  to  see  the 
documents.] 

Mr.  W.  saitl  here  they  are.  ^The  first  one  before 
him  was  addressed  to  the  Senate,  (No.  1C7;)  and 
the  other  is  in  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment Tpage  10)  annexed  to  that  very  financial  re- 
port (No.  227)  in  the  other  House.  This  two  mil- 
lion six  hundred  thousand — or^  to  give  the  figures 
from  the  report,  1^2,579,380— bemg  quadrupled  for 
the  year,  instead  of  the  other  larger  sum,  would 
show  an  error  of  between  two  and  three  millions. 
But  the  accruing  duties — if  the  term  is  properlv 
used — are  the  gross  duties,  and  not  the  net,  which 
is  supposed  in  the  report  in  the  other  Hou5e;  and 
hence  the  net  duties  would  be  still  further  less, 
for  the  year,  by  near  three  millions — showing.per- 
haps,  still  another  erroi^  quite  to  that  extent. 

If  the  other  basis  of  computation  in  that  report 
is  relied  on — which  is,  that  the  dutiable  imports 
in  1843  will  be  $40,000,000,  and  the  duties  on 
them,  at  35  per  cent,  on  the  average,  will  yield 
814,000,000— and  81,000,000  deducted  from  that, 
will  give  813,000,000  net  revenue.  There  seems 
to  be  another  error  also  in  that,  approaching  82,- 
000,000.  Because  the  drawbacks  of  all  kinds,  and 
bounties,  are  likely  to  be  near  $2,000,000,.  and  are 
not  deducted;  but  only  the  sum  of  $1,000,000, 
which  is  not  equal  to  tne  mere  expenses  of  collec- 
tion. But  enough  of  this.  Passing  over  all  other 
details,  it  must  be  manifest  that  the  $5,000,000  to 
$7,000,000  of  borrowed  money  now  on  hand,  must 
be  diverted  from  the  redemption  of  these  notes,  in 
order  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  year; 
and  hence,  that  the  notes  must  be  funded,  or  left 
unpaid,  and  to  be  re-issued  without  end. 

The  prospect  next  year  is  no  better  than  this,  for 
these  reasons:  To  be  sure,  the  expenses  last  year 
and  this  would  have  been  much  higher,  if  the  real 
friends  of  retrenchment  had.  not  united  and  re- 
duced the  appropriations  near  $6,000,000  below 
what  the  Administration  asked.  It  is  true,  also, 
that  we  have  again  this  year  cut  them  down  $2,000,- 
000  or  $3,000,000  further  below  the  estimates,  if 
excesses  are  not  run  into  before  we  adjourn.  But 
still  $18,000,000,  including  the  interest  on  the  debt, 
will  probably  be  as  low  a  point  as  will  be  reached 
this  or  the  next  year;  and  the  customs  and  lands 
together  are  not  likely  to  exceed  that  amount  much, 
if  any,  till  1845,  when  several  millions  of  the  per- 
manent debt  fall  due,  and  must  be  paid.  In  further 
evidence  of  this,  Mr.  W.  said  he  held  in  his  hand 
a  tabular  statement  of  the  debt,  showing  not  only  its 
amount,  old  and  new,  permanent  and  temporary, 
but  the  amounts  soon  becoming  due.  He  would 
not  trouble  the  Senate  with  reading  the  details. 

DEBT. 

1.  Permanent  loan  negoti- 
ated        •  -  -  $13,974,445 

2.  Treasury  notes  out  1st 
February,  1843    -  -    11,731,327 


»   (Old  debt 
^'  \  District  debt 


323,566 
1,380,000 


$25,705,772 


Aggregate 


1,703,566 
-  27,400,338 


DEBT  DUE  SOON. 

a.  Now  due  of  treasury  notes,  about     -  $3,722,831 

b.  Old  debt  due  now-      -  -  -       323,566 

c.  District  debt  due  each  year,  about     -        80,000 

d.  New  debt,  due  in  1845,  about  -    5,672,976 

e.  Treasury  notes  falling  due  in  1843 
and  some,  now  due,  issued  under  act 

of  July  31, 1842  .  -  -    9,543,755 

f.  Treasury  notes  issued  after  August 

31, 1842,  and  falling  due  in  1843       -    2,402,390 


Making,  of  notes  falling  due 

in  1843       -  -  -  37,346,146 

Now  due       -  -  -    3,722,831 

To  be  provided  for  in  1843     - 


11,068,977 


This  differed  some,  but  not  very  materially,  from 
what  had  been  sugge^led  by  the  chairman.  But  it 
showed  a  load  imposed  on  our  .shoulders,  for  this 
year  and  a  few  coming  years,  which  rendered  the 
redemption  of  the  treasury  notes  hopeless,  unless 
new  taxes,  or  a  further  permanent  loan,  were  re- 
sorted to.    So  much  for  in  is  view  of  the  subject. 

Another  view— not  unimpprtant  to  advert  to  a 
moment — was,  that  this  is  not  the  entertainment  to 
which  we  were  invited  at  the  extra  ses.sion  in 
1841. 

It  was  then  staled  by  the  Treasury  Department 
that  a  permanent  loan  of  twelve  millions  would  re- 
deem all  the  treasury  notes  then  outstanding,  wheth- 
er issued  before  or  since  the  4ih  of  March,  1841; 
pay  all  the  expenses  and  additional  appropriations 
asked  for  at  the  extra  session,  and  all  the  arrears 
and  peculiar  charges  growing  out  of  large  unex- 
pended appropriations.  Recollect  that  all  these 
were  to  be  covered  by  on^  twelve  millions;  though 
the  Secretary  wished  a  few  more,  tor  a  convenient 
balance  on  hand,  &c.  Now,  mark  the  lamentable 
result:  the  twelve  millions  were  granted;  the  tariff, 
in  several  particulars,  was  raised  in  1841  so  as  to 
give  more  revenue;  another  high  tariff  was  given  in 
1842;  and  the  appropriations  asked  were  reduced 
by  Congress  five  or  six  millions;  and  yet  the  con- 
templated new  delSt,  instead  of  being  confined  to 
twelve  millions,  has  been  increased  to  more  than 
double— being  $25,705,772.  At  the  same  time,  too, 
the  treasury  notes  out  in  March,  1841,  (of  only 
five  millions  and  a  half,)  and  what  had  since  been 
issued,  instead  of  being  redeemed  and  extinguished 
by  the  permanent  loan,  have  been  doubled  in 
amount  smce  March,  1841.  And  the  whole  perma- 
nent loan  has  been  applied,  or  Js  to  be  applied,  to 
other  purposes.  What  lame  and  impotent  man- 
agement! what  breach  of  promise! 

Mr.  W.  said  he  held  in  his  hand  an  exhibit  of 
the  amount  of  treasury  notes  out  every  month 
from  1837  till  now;  and  which  would  show  that  the 
average  aggregate  before  March,  1841,  had  been  only 
about  four  millions:  though,  since,  it  had  exceeded 
eight  millions,  and  was  now  over  eleven  millions; 
and  that  this  increase  had  been  recommended  bv 
those  who  before  had  denounced  the  use  of  such 
notes,  and  who  proposed,  as  one  of  their  first  steps, 
to  redeem  or  fund  the  whole  of  them. 

United  States  treasury  notes  oulstunding  on  the  \si 
of  each  montij  from  .1831  to  1843. 


Months. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

January 

_ 

2,206,468  28 

7,343948 

February 

— 

4,485,904  28 

6  813.862 

March   - 

— 

6,518,961  65 

6,652,W6 

April     . 



3,967^49  72 

7,690,4«2 

May       -       .       . 

— 

4,349.751  47 

6,963.554 

June 



4.600.307  26 

6.062.288 

July       - 



8,334,014  25 

5,458,.'V42 

August 



7,986,582  81 

5,160.430 

Sepirmlwr     • 



8.097,310  01 

4,519  937 

October 



8,096,460  01 

3,707,380 

November     • 

63  723  83 

8.009.760  01 

3,394,180 

December 

1,496,464  07 

7,753,660  01 

2,998,(71 

T  ABLE —  Continued, 


Months. 

1840. 

1841. 

1842. 

1813. 

January    • 

2,758331 

4,652,991 

6,810,723 

11,097,278 

February  • 

2,570,340 

4,K)4,719 

6,592,018 

U.731,.327 

March 

2,176,981 

5.393  094 

8,539,115 

11,656,387 

April 

1,422,565 

6  301.324 

■7,986,922 

May          -       • 

1,256.985 

6,862  990 

7,434,729 

June 

2,«'vi,066 

F,(¥S3.563 

9.100.904 

July         •       . 

2,123.717 

8  345.695 

^A77.0O6 

A  usual     - 

3,476  937 

8,305,336  HDRSI^ 

Sepiomber 

4.966  {502 

7,265,660 

^71,999 

Ociobcr     - 

4.560,689 

7,373.024 

8,fc6'2,(»70 

November 

4,664,200 

7,371.705 

10,(»39,056 

December 

4,433,833 

7,228,857 

9.979,7W 

*  Eatimated. 

NoTBs.— Average  isBue  monthly  from  October,  1837,  to  March 
4,1841,  about  four  and  a  half  millions  but  from  March  4, 1841, 
to  March,  1843,  over  eight  millians— or  nearly  double  aa  murh. 

Whole  imuen  authorized  to  be  put  out  from  October,  1837, 
to  March  4,  1841,  about  •25,640  000,  being  a  period  of  about 
three  and  a  half  year*;  hut  authorized  to  be  i8f)ued  from  March 
4, 1R41,  to  AugUHi  3,  1842,  leas  than  one  and  a  half  year,  tie,* 
000.000. 

Mr.W.  added,  that  it  certainly  became  the  Sen- 
ate now  to  do,  as  far  as  might  be,  what  ought  long 
before  to  have  been  accomplished  to  redeem  or 
fund  these  notes.    If  the  majority  declined  to  im< 


pose  additional  taxes  to  meet  their  expenses,  and 
also  to  redeem  their  notes,  it  was  prudent  to  do 
the  next  best  thing-^which  was,  to  fund  them,  or 
borrow  money  to  discharge  them;  and  thus  wipe 
away  the  national  reproach  of  not  paying  with 
punctuality  our  honest  obligations. 

He  was  against  repudiation  and  bankruptcy  in 
all  forms,  and  by  all  persons,  corporations,  or  gor- 
ernments. 

For  these  reasons,  he  had  offered  the  amendment 
in  the  committee,  and  defended  it,  and  should  vote 
for  it  here. 

[Mr.  Evans  remarked,  that  Mr.  W.  had  seemed 
to  scold  the  Senate  on  thih  subject,  when  nearly  all, 
he  believed,  were  in  favor  of  the  amendment  He 
stated,  also,  that  Mr.  W.  should  not  complain  of 
the  amount  of  treasury  notes  out,  when  he  had 
voted  for  them.  He  went  into  other  observations 
as  to  the  prospects  of  the  revenue,  and  said  that 
fiileen  millions  were  likely  to  be  received,  and 
thus  his  former  calculations  verified.] 

Mr.  W.  regretted  that  the  chairman  had  con- 
sidered his  relnarks  as  made  with  a  view  to  lec> 
ture  or  scold  at  the  Senate.    On  the  contrary,  they 
were  made  merely  to  explain  why  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment;  and  it  any  felt  censored  by  them 
impliedly,  it  was  probably  from  a  conscioosaes 
of  deserving  it.    He  had  witnessed,  on  too  many 
occasi(»is,  the  disposition,   in   manj  quarters,  to 
misrepresent  motives  and  objects  of  public  men  in 
their  vote.^,  and  he  intended  to  leave  no  excuse  for  it 
here.    The  Senate  and  the  public  should  not  hold 
him  responsible  as  an  approver  of  this  measore, 
without,  at  the  same  time,  being  apprized  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  sanctioned  it,  and  without 
his  showing  that,  in  doing  this,  he  made  no  de- 
parture from  ht^  former  views  or  acts  in  relation 
to  treasury  notes  and  the  finances  generally.    The 
propriety  of  such  caution  is  developed  in  this  very 
debate.  The  responsibility  for  having  oat  and  keep- 
ing out  so  large  an  amount  of  treasury  notes  was 
attempted  to  be  cast  on  him;  because,  under  other 
circumstances,  and  under  great  emei^ncies,  Mr. 
W.  had  voted  for  the  two  last  treasury  note  bills, 
as  well  as  recommended  the  old  ones. 

What,  sir !  Taunt  me  as  to  the  old  ones,  when 
so  small  in  amount — at  times  but  or  and  two  mil- 
lions— and  when  means  have  been  given  to  this 
Administration  to  redeem  them  all,  which  means 
have  been  diverted  to  other  purposes,  or  not  a 
dollar  of  them  would  be  now  on  redeemed! 

Taunt  me,  also,  with  an  assent  to  the  last  issues 
by  this  Administration!  when  it  was  given  only 
aAer  their  boatited  skill  in  making  their  permanent 
loan  had  failed;  after  their  boasted  skill  in  distri- 
butions and  tarififs  had  left  the  treasury  empty; 
after  the  demands  on  it  had  been  protested  all  over 
the  country;  and  the  sailor,  soldier,  mechanic,  con- 
tractor, and  officer,  had  all  been  unpaid;  and  after  a 
temporary  relief  by  treasury  notes  seemed  indis- 
pensable to  rescue  our  national  faith  from  still 
further  discredit,  and  prevent  a  harsh  resort,  in  ibe 
embarrassed  state  of  the  community,  to  direct  taxes, 
excise,  and  stamp  acts!  If  this  was  a  fit  topic  for 
reproach,  let  it  come. 

Nor  had  the  chairman  been  quite  so  infallible  in 
his  former  estimates  concerning  the  xevenae'as 
he  now  seemed  to  suppose. 

The  Senate  must  all  recollect  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  1842,  calculated  to  receive 
027,000,000' gross  revenue  from  the  present  tariff, 
including  tea  and  coflTee.  This  was  twenty-two  to 
twenty-three  millions  net  revenue,  including  them; 
and  nineteen  without  them.  In  this,  the  Secretary 
was  sustained  by  his  organs  here — except,  as  more 
careful  examination  was  made,  some  of  them  found 
that  estimate  might  prove  one  or  two  millions  too 
high. 

[Mr.  Evans  said  the  1^27,000,000  was  computed 
on  the  imports  of  1840.] 

Yes,  sir,  but  the  Secretary  and  his  friends  com- 
puted that  the  imports  would,  in  1843,  be  as  high, 
if  not  higher,  than  in  1840. 

Yet,  now,  fifteen  millions  is  the  estimate  of  im- 
posts at  the  highest,  or  thirteen  at  the  lowest;  instead 
of  the  former  nineteen  millions — not  including  tea 
and  coffee.  A  change  of  five  or  six  millions  in 
estimates,  in  a  single  year,  is  certainly  not  a  matter 
to  be  much  boasts]  of  for  accuracy.  Bat  enooeh 
of  this  at  so  late  an  hour — or,  Mr.  W .  said,  that  be 
would  take  pleasure  in  submitting  farther  details 
as  to  the  prospective  condition  of  the  treasury,  ni 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  amendmeni  'taider 
consideration. 
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SPEECH  OP  MR.  RAYNER, 

OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

In  tk€  House  of  RepresenUUiveSf  January  12, 1843— 
On  the  bill  proposing  to  repeal  the  bankrupt 
law. 

'  Mr.  RAYNER  said  he  wished  to  slate,  briefly, 
the  reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  ^ 
the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,  provided  ihe  bill 
before  the  House  could  be  put  in  a  proper  shape. 
I  voted  (said  Mr.'  R.)  for  the  bankrupt  law,  at  the 
extra  session,  with  some  misgiving;  but,  upon  re- 
flection,  I  then  3rielded  my  doubts  to  the  strong  con- 
victions and  earnest. entreaties  of  those  who,  rep- 
resenting commercial  sections  of  the  country,  urged 
with  so  much  zeal  the  passage  of  the  law.  It  was 
a  question  on  which  I  was  able  to  look  with  an  un- 
prejudiced and  impartial  eye.  Although  my  own 
S^ate  suffered  in  common  with  every  o<  her  part  of 
the  Union,  from  the  financial  and  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments of  the  Government  and  the  country, 
yet  there  was,  perhaps,  no  State  that  suffered  less — 
owing,  in  part,  to  the  prudent  and  economical  hab- 
its of  its  people,  and  in  part  to  the  fact  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  natural  obstructions  on  its  eastern 
coast,  it  is  less  commercial  in  its  pursuits  than  any 
other  Atlantic  State.  It  was,  therefore,  a  question 
on  which  the  people  of  my  section  of  the  Union 
felt  comparatively  indiflferent.  I  felt  at  perfect  lib- 
erty to  pursue  such  a  course  as,  in  my  judgment, 
I  might  think  proper,  untrammelled  by  public  opin- 
ion at  home.  Altnough  I  saw  no  pressing  neces- 
sity for  the  passage  of  this  law,  so  far  as  the  people 
of  my  own  State,  and  especially  my  own  immediate 
constituents,  were  concerned;  3ret  I  could  not  shut 
my  eyes  to  the  embarrassment,  insolvency,  and  dis- 
tress that  were  preying  on  all  the  trading  and  com- 
mercial sections  of  the  countiy,  depressing  credit, 
crippling  the  energies  of  industry,  tying  up  the 
hands  of  enterprise— and  all  these,  in  their  results, 
seriously  affecting  and  reacting  on  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  every  other  department  of  busi- 
ness. 

When  I  came  to  look  at  the  causes  of  this  em- 
barrassment and  distress,  I  saw  plainly  that  the 
sufferers  were  not  paying  the  penalty  ol  their  own 
imprudence   and  folly,   but  that  they  had   been 
brought  to  insolvency  and  impending  ruin  by  the 
rash  and  wicked  measures  of  financial  quacks  and 
political  gamblers.    When  Locofoco  misrule  com- 
menced, it  found  the  country  peaceful  and  quiet, 
and  every  department  of  business  pursuing  a  suc- 
cessful career  of  prosperity  and  wealth.    Men  of 
business  relied  on  the  patriotic  conviction,  that  those 
who  administered  the  Government  would  confine 
themselves  to  their  constitutional  Ainctions.  and 
they  waked  from  this  dream  to  find  that  financial 
tinkering  had  unhinged  every  branch  of  business, 
and  deranged  all  their  calculations — founded,  as 
those  calculations  were,  on  the  presumption  that 
Government  would  not  interfere  with  the  pursuits 
of  the  citizen.    The  last  administration,  instead  of 
profiling  by  the  experience  of  the  pa?:t,  continued  to 
persevere  in  this  ruinous  and  oppressive  policy — 
making  war  upon  credit,  whilst  living  on  credit  it- 
self; experimeniini^  with  the  carrency;  and  acting 
on  the  principle  laid  down  by  its  chief,  that  the  only 
business  of  the  Federal  Government  was  to  take 
care  of  itself,  regardless  of  its  effect  on  Ihe  pur- 
suits of  industry.    At  length  the  crisis,  so  long  pre- 
dicted by  sagacious  statesmen,  came.    The  most 
cautious  were  unable  to  provide  against  it;  whilst 
thousands  who  had  been  instigated  by  the  induce- 
ments of  the  Jackson  paper-money  era  to  embark 
in  speculating  adventures,  were,  owing  to  the  re- 
action produced  by  the  noeasures  of  the  Van  Buren 
specie-currency  era,  swept  away  by  the   sudden 
crash.     Thousands  were  not  only  lefl  insolvent, 
but  unable  to  obtain  employment  to  subsist,  much 
less  to  pay  their  debts;  whilst  thousands  of  wives, 
who  had  been  enjoying  a  life  of  luxury,  were  sud- 
denly consigned  to  poverty;  and  thousands  of  chil- 
dren, who  had  been  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  plenty, 
were  brought  to  cry  for  bread.    Such  is  but  a  faint 
description  of  the  sufferings  and  condition  of  the 
commercial  community,  when  the  bankrupt  law 
was  passed. 

It  was  this  state  of  distress,  growing  out  of  twelve 
years  of  misrule,  which  aroused  the  nation  in  1840, 
and  in  a  very  great  measure  contributed  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  self-styled  Democratic  party. 
The  Whig  party  came  into  power  pledged  to  re- 
lieve the  country  as  far  as  was  in-  their  power. 
The  people  expected  it  at  their  hands.  Ana  when 
they  came  to  look  around  them,  to  those  who  asked 


and  required  relief  at  their  bands,  they  saw  that 
they  were  not  the  misers  who  had  hoarded  their 
gold;  they  were  not  the  wealthy  capitalists  who 
had  looked  with  calm  complacency  on,  and  reaped 
a  profitable  harvest  from,  the  sufferings  and  mis- 
fortunes of  others;  but  they  were  the  enterprising 
and  industrious — those  who  had  used  their  means 
in  giving  labor  and  employment  to  thousands,  and 
in  advancing  the  trade,  the  credit,  and  the  improve- 
ments of  the  country  in  all  its  great  leading 
interests — who  had  thus  been  rutlessly  and  nnex- 
pectedly  reduced  to  want  The  Whigs,  then,  con- 
sidered it  not  only  their  duty,  but  an  injunclion 
imposed  on  them  by  the  people  who  had  intrusted 
them  with  power,  to  release  a  sufi*ering  community 
from  the  thraldom  into  which  they  had  been  plunged 
by  wicked  and  incompetent  rulers.  They  found 
the  hands  of  industry  and  enterprise  tied  up — not 
in  consequence  of  imprudence  and  extravagance, 
but  by  the  action  of  the.  Federal  administration; 
and  it  was  necessary  to  sever  these  bonds,  in  order 
to  enable  prosperity  and  improvement  to  pursue 
their  onward  march.  They  considered  this  indis- 
pensable to  the  commencement  of  a  salutary  re- 
form. And  now,  for  once  and  for  all,  I  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  we  may  set  ourselves 
right  on  this  subject: — let  those  who  so  much  de- 
nounce the  bankrupt  law— let  this  House  and  the 
country  recollect, that,  obiectionableas  this  law  may 
have  been,  it  was  forced  upon  us  by  Democratic 
misrule.  But  for  the  weakness  and  corruption  of 
the  last  and  preceding  administrations,  there  would 
have  been  no  pressing  necessity  for  their  passing 
such  a  measure.  And  let  those  who  are  disposed 
10  cast  censure  on  it,  not  blame  those  who  passed 
it— who,  if  they  did  err,  erred  from  the  good  inten- 
tion to  relieve  honest  suflfering— from  a  proper  re- 
gard for  the  wants  and  distress  of  an  injured  peo- 
ple; but  on  those,  whose  misrule  forced  it||upon  us — 
whose  mismanagement  and  imbecility  for  years 
leA  us  no  other  alternative. 

I  have  briefly  stated  the  reasons  which  induced 
me,  in  the  first  instance,  to  yield  my  doubts  as  to 
the  propriety  of  passing  such  a  law,  to  the  pressing 
emergencies  of  tne  times.  I  will  now  briefly  state 
the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  for  its  repeal. 

I  have  said  I  voted  for  this  law  with  some  mis- 
givings.   1  thought  I  saw  then  objections  to  any 
bankrupt  law;  but,  on  reflection,  I  considered  these 
objections  far  outweighed  by  the  suffering  and  em- 
barrassments of  the  country,  brought  aoout  by  the 
mismanagement  of  the  Government,  which  the 
Whigs  had  come  into  power  pledged  to  reform. 
And  since  the  same  causes  which  induced  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  no  longer  exist— at  all  events,  much 
less  forcibly— the  question  may  well  arise,  whether 
a  pressing  necessity  any  longer  appears  for  keeping 
it  in  operation^    The  purposes  intended  by  its  pas- 
sage have,  in  a  very  great  measure,  been  accom- 
plished.   Those  who  had  been  plunged  into  insol- 
vency, from  which  they  could  never  liave  relieved 
themselves,  have  received  its  benefits,  or,  at  all 
events,  have  had  an  opportunity  of  receiving  them. 
If  they  have  failed  to  do  so,  it  has  been  the  result 
of  their  own  imprudence;  their  want  of  caution  in 
stretching  their  credit  too  far  in  these  pressing  and 
unreliable  times;  or  of  relying  too  incautiously  on 
the  consistency  of  legislation  in  a  Government, 
which  events  should  have  caused  them  to  distrust. 
The  prudent  and  industrious  have  had  lime  and 
opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of  its  aid.    Those 
whose  enterprise  and  energy  were  cramped  and 
destroyed  by  the  ruinous  consequences  of  Federal 
mismanagement,  are  lefl  free  once  more  to  pursue 
the  paths  of  industry  and  wealth.    The  manacles 
have  been  struck  from  their  hands,  and  the  heavy 
incumbrances  of  debt  under  which  they  labored 
have  been    removed.    The  mechanic   nas  again 
been  sent  to  his  shop,  the  sailor  to  his  ship,  the 
agriculturist  to  his  field,  and  the  merchant  to  hps 
counter.    The  road  to  pros]»erity  and  happiness  has 
been  cleared  of  the  obstructions  with  whicn  Federal 
misrule  has  blocked  it  up;  and  again  presents  its 
beaten  track,  along  which  the  prudent  and  indus- 
trious may  travel,  with  renewed  energy  and  dearly 
bought  experience.    The  honest  again  have  afield 
in  which  to  labor,  from  the  profits  of  which  to 
pay  their  debts— which  honor  has  not  cancelled, 
although  the  law  might  have  done  so— debts  which 
they  never  could  have  paid,  as  long  as  they  were 
subject  to  the  severity  and  extortion  of  unrelenting 
creditors.    And  many  a  wife  and  child,  who  saw 
nothing  but  penury  and  want  before  them,  have  had 
th^'r  sorrow  changed  to  consolation,  by  the  hopes 
ai^^*  prospects  of  better  times. 


And  whilst  the  honest  and  unfortunate,  who  were 
willing  to  surrender  all,  have  been  relieved,  the 
dishonest  and  the  reckless  have  been  brought  to 
accountability  and  liquidation.  The  creditor  as 
well  as  the  debtor  has  enjoyed  its  benefits;  and, 
while  the  former  has  extorted  the  last  cent,  he  has 
been  prevepted  from  carrying  his  oppression  fur- 
ther. The  law  has  provided  a  means  by  which 
the  honest  debtor  may  be  enabled  ultimately  to  pay 
his  bond,  without  allowing  the  creditor  to  exact  its 
forfeit. 

If  I  am  asked  why  the  embarrassment  and  pres- 
sure  which  now  pervade  the  country  have  not  dis- 
appeared in  consequence  of  these  benefits  of  the 
bankrupt  law  which  I  have  enumerated,  my  answer 
is, — that  the  causes  of  these  difficulties  lie  much 
deeper  than  in  debt  and  insolvency.    They  spring 
from   the  derangement  of  the  currency,  and  the 
uncertain  and  unsettled  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
Government.   These,  the  bankrupt  law  cannot  rem- 
edy, although  it  has  remedied  some  of  the  evils 
growing  out  of  them.    And  since  the  unfortunate 
have  been  relieved,  by  the  beneficial  operation  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  from  those  overwhelming  and 
unforeseen  ai.sasters  resulting  from  Democratic  tink- 
ering with  the  currency  and  finances,  a  return  to 
a  sate  and  sound  system  of  currency  and  exchanges 
would   sbon   so   enhance   the  price   of  property, 
and  afford  such  ai(^s  to  industry  and  business,  as 
would  soon  restore  the  country  to  prosperity,  and 
thousands  to  solvency,  who  are  now  unable  to  pay 
their  debts.  As  to  the  pressure  and  embarrassments 
which  now  weigh  upon  the  country,  ihey  never  can 
be  relieved  till  there  is  a  change  of  measures  and 
men.    We  thought  we  had  effected  that  change, 
and  that  our  measures  were  about  to  carry  "heal- 
ing on  their  wings*'  to  the  wounds  of  a  bleeding 
country;  but,  in  the  very  moment  of  victory,  the 
laurel   was  snatched  from  our  brows  by  the  most 
shameless  treachery  that  ever  disgraced  the  annals 
of  representative  government.    As  long  as  we  have 
an  Executive  who,  in  the  weakness  and  vanity  of 
power,  filched  by  fraud  from   a  confiding  people, 
laughs  at  the  distresses  of  his  suffering  country- 
men; as  long  as  the  recognised  organs  of  those  who 
administer  the  Government  come  into  this  hall  and 
hawk  the  spoils  of  office  to  the  highest  bidder;  as 
long  as   Efxecutive  vetoes  are  threatened  in  ad- 
vance, not  as  the  means  of  arresting  unconstitu- 
tional legislation,   but   of  enlisting   recruits,  for 
partisan  service — so  long  will  credit  and  confidence 
continue  to  languish,  and  the  country  continue  to 
groan  under  einbarrassment  and  debt. 

Notwithstanding  the  benefits  which  I  have  men- 
tioned as  having  rteulted  from  the  bankrupt  law, 
yet  there  are  objections  and  evils  attending  it.  as 
there  are  attending  every  finite  system,  every  nu- 
man  .invention.    Although  ^hese  objections  were 
more  than  counterbalanced,  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law,  by  the   considerations  I  have  al- 
luaed  to;  yet,  as  these  considerations  no  longer  exist 
— at  all  events,  in  nothing  like  as  full  force — 1  in- 
cline to  the  opinion  that  the  inherent  evils  of  the 
system,  together  with  the  state  of  the  public  mind, 
are  such  as  no  longer  to  create  a  necessity  for  its 
continuance.    In  the  first  place,  I  fear  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  affect   personal   confidence,   which,  after 
all,  is  the  secret  of  our  unparalleled  prosperity  in 
this  country.    It  is  calculated  to  beget,  and  I  fear 
is  already  begetting  a  disregard  for  the  sacred- 
ness  of  obligations;  without  which,  no  well-estab- 
lished system  of  credit  can  exist  in  any  country. 
For  it  is  not  the   compulsory  process  of  the  law 
which  enables  the  young  man,  whose  only  fortune 
is  his  good  name,  to  obtain  credit  with  therich; 
but  it  is  the  sanctity  with  which  public  opinion  re- 
gards an  obligation  thus  incurred.  And  any  system 
which  has  a  tendency  tq  destroy  this  confidence,  or 
beget  a  disregard  for  a  faithful  compliance  with  its 
conditions,  is  well  calculated  to  lock  up  the  coffers 
of  the  rich,  to  keep  capital  unemployed,  and  con- 
sequently to  repress  the  energies  of  the  enterpri- 
sing and  industrious,  by  depriving  them  of  the  op- 
portunities and  means  of  exertion.    It  may  b^  said 
that  this  will   affect   only  the  imprudent  and  the 
faithless,  but  that  those  who  deserve  confidence  and 
credit  will  still  be   able  to  obtain  them.    Then  the 
question  will  arise.  Who  are  to  be  trustedl    Who 
can  withstand  the  temptation,  when  the  chances  of 
being  absolved  from  his  obligations  are  so  ready  at 
handl    Who  will  rely  upon  the  labor  andhperse- 
verance  of  years  to  relieve  him  from  the  pressure 
of  debts  he  cannot  pay,  when  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  are  so  easy  oi  accessi 
If,  however,  this  should  not  be  the  resaU--if  t' 
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means  ofobtaining  credit  be  not  thus  taken  away, 
and  confidence  not  be  destroyed,  as  I  have  Sup- 
posed,— then  it  most  be  admitted  that  the  bankrupt 
law  will  tend  to  the  opposite  extreme.  It  will 
open  the  door  for  rash  speculation  and  heedless 
adventare,  which  will  unsettle  and  disturb  the 
quiet' and  peaceful  pursuits  of  life.  It  is  the  sense 
of  responsibility,  the  fear  of  irremediable  ruin, 
that  prevents  most  men  from  embarking  in  hazard- 
ous enterprises  of  trade,  and  compels  them  to  pur- 
sue the  slow  and  more  cenain  ends  of  indu>try 
and  economy.  Take  away  these  restraints— hoUl 
out  to  them  the  dazzling  temptation  of  speedy 
wealth  by  hazardous  speculation— offer  to  them  the 
lure  of  such  easy  relief  from  acconntabilitj',  and 
the  penalties  accompanying  it,— and  what  will  be 
I's  effect  upon  a  people  as  enterprising  and  adven- 
turous as  oursi  Men  will  cease  laboring  with  their 
hands,  and  attempt  to *live  by  their  wits;  spocula- 
lion  will  run  riot  through  the  land;  and  the  sober 
avocations  of  industry  be  abandoned  for  the  reck- 
less pursuit  of  instant  gain.  Habits  of  idleness 
and  extravagance  will  thus  be  contracted;  the  pub- 
lic morals  become  corrupted;  the  public  mind  fa- 
miliarized with  the  idea  of  discharging  obligations 
other  than  by  the  means  of  honest  ind  nstry;  and  debt 
ultimately  lose  all  its  terrors  for  those  who  have 
everything  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose  by  it. 

Another  serious  objection  to  the  bankrupt  law  is, 
that  it  comes  in  conflict  witlr,  unsettles,  and  dis- 
turbs the  various  insolvent  laws  which  the  respec- 
tive States  of  the  Union  have  adopted  fonhe  regu- 
lation of  their  internal  police.  All  the  Slates  have 
established  the  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  in 
accordance  with  the  peculiar  opinions  of  each. 
This  is  a  most  important  subject  of  legislation, 
which  varies  in  every  State  according 'to  the  pecu- 
liar interests  and  pursuits  of  its  people.  It  is  in- 
dispensable to  good  government  and  aomestic  pros- 
peritv  that  these  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor 
should  be  clearly  defined,  and  settled  on  a  firm  and 
stable  basis:  for  they  are  more  or  less  interwoven 
with  the  whole  system  of  jurisprudence  in  every 
State  of  the  Union.  Any  general  system,  there- 
fore, which  comes  in  conflict  with  these  various 
regulations  in  the  respective  States^  must,  in  a 
measure,  disturb  their  whole  systems  of  internal 
policy;  josUe  against  the  peculiar  pursuits  and 
nablts  of  their  people;  ana  thus  be  the  means  of 
perpetual  annoyance  and  vexation.  It  is  the  poli- 
cy of  some  of  the  Stales  that  a  very  enlarged  and 
liberal  system  of  credit  should  prevail,  that  every 
stimulus  should  be  given  to  enterprise  and  adven- 
ture; of  others,  that  these  should  be  restrained 
within  more  moderate  limits.  Some  Stales  may 
deem  it  their  policy  to  visit  the  severest  penalties  on 
a  failure  to  discharge  liabilities  incurred;  others 
may  consider  it  the  part  of  humanity  to  extend  a 
much  greater  degree  of  lenity  to  the  unfortunate 
defaAor.  Some  States  arc  commercial,  some  manu- 
facturing, some  agricultural.  Experience  may 
have  proven  that  these  various  interests  require 
different  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  in  order 
to  their  successful  pursuit.  When  we  reflect  that 
debts  and  liabilities  in  every  Stale  have  been  con- 
tracted with  a  view  to  the  domestic  policy  and  regu- 
lations of  each,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  ihe  credi- 
tor and  the  responsibility  of  the  debtor  are  con- 
cerned, it  shoula  be  a  most  imperious  case  of  ne- 
cessity which  should  induce  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  interpose  and  disturb  yiese  various  regula- 
tions, even  temporarily,  for  the  removal  of  rn 
overwhelming  evil — such  an  evil  as  did  exist 
when  the  bankrupt  law  was  passed,  and  which  it 
■was  intended  to  remedy.  And,  owing  to  the 
causes  I  have  mentioned,  I  doubt  very  much 
whether,  under  any  circumstances,  a  uniform 
tnnkrupt  law  ever  should  become  a  permanent 
part  ot  our  system  of  national  jurisprudence. 

There  is  another  reason — a  strong  reason,  too— 
which  will  induce  me  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law.  I  believe  that  public  opinion  has 
pronounced  against  its  further  existence,  and  that 
the  fact  cannot  be  disguised.  The  large  and  com- 
mercial cities  may,  perhaps,  still  be  in  favor  of  it; 
bat,  as  to  the  great  m?^  of  the  people  throughout 
the  country,  I  am  compelled  to  think  that  there  is 
«  decided  majority  against  it.  Of  course,  I  can 
speak,  of  my  own  knowledge,  only  so  far  as  the 
people  of  my  own  State  and  district  are  concerned; 
«nd  there  is,  perhaps,  no  people  whose  opinions 
present  a  fairer  test  of  the  unprejudiced  decision  of 
the  public  mind.  They  cared  comparatively  lit- 
tle aboat  the  passage  of  the  law  at  first,  and  have 
therefore  been  the  belter  able  to  watch  its  operation 


with  an  impartial  eye.  And,  ah  hough  I  feel  sure 
the  larfje  Whig  majority  in  my  Siaie  will  appreciate 
and  sanction  the  motives  of  those  who  passed  it; 
yet,  since  the  great  good  contemplated  ]ias  been 
mainly  accomplished,  1  have  as  liitle  doubt  Ihat  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  of  my  own 
constiiuenis,  wi&h  its  repeal.  From  ihe  best  infor- 
ir.ation  I  can  obtain,  1  am  led  to  believe  ihai  the 
same  .slate  of  feeling  and  opinion  generally  pre- 
vails in  other  sections  of  the  Union.  I  wi>h  to  be 
distinctly  understood  on  ibis  point.  I  am  not  one 
of  those' who  believe  that  legislation  here  should  be 
swayed  by  the  temporary  impulses  of  popular  feel- 
ing.' 1  believe  thai  il  is  the  duty  of  the  Represent- 
ative to  array  himself  acainsi  the  ef^erve^ct•nt  vio- 
lence of  the  public  mind,  when  siiinulaied  and  ex- 
cited by  the  reckless  spirit  of  faction  and  innova- 
tion. As  long  as  1  am  a  Repre^eniative,  I  truj^i  I 
shall  have  firmness  enough  to  resi'«t  ihe  demaiids  of 
tempoiary  impulse  in  thr  popular  mind,  when,  in 
my  deliberate  judgment,  1  believe  them  lo  be  wrong. 
But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  i  do  believe  that  the 
theory  of  our  institutions  is  based  on  ihe  principle 
that  the  wi.<«.hes  of  the  constituency,  dispassionately 
entertained  and  calmly  expressed,  are  binding  on 
the  Representative,  on  questions  of  mere  expedi- 
ency. Whether  the  popular  opinion  is  the  result  of 
impulse,  or  of  cool,  and  deliberate  judgment,  the 
Represeniative  must  judge.  It  is  enough  for  me  to 
say,  that  1  do  believe  the  calm  and  reflective  judg- 
ment of  my  constituents  is  againsi  the  further  con- 
tinuance in  operation  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as 
expressing  any  regret  for  the  voie  which  I  origi- 
nally gave  for  the  passape  of  this  law.  Under 
similar  circumstances,  1  should  feel  it  my  duly  lo 
do  so  again.  I  yielded  to  the  great  and  urgent  ne- 
cessities of  the  country,  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
people.  Great  as  may  have  been  the  evils  of  a 
.oankrupt  law,  yet  I  considered  it  called  for  by  the 
extraordinary  emergencies  of  the  limes.  I  thought 
it  best  to  submit  to  one  evil,-  in  order  to  cure  one 
still  greater.  Powerful  and  sickening  as  this  med- 
icine may  have  been,  yet  I  thpught  it  was  called 
for  as  an  extreme  remedy  for  the  distempered  state 
of  the  nation. 

Whilst  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  however,  I  cannot  vote  for  the 
bill  before  iiie  House,  unless  it  is  amended.  The 
bill  proposes  to  dale  back  in  its  operation  lo  the  5lh 
of  December  last,  so  as  lo  exclude  from  its  benefits 
all  those  who  had  not  then  taken  the  inceptive 
measures  towards  taking  advantage  of  its  provi- 
sions. Now,  this  appears  to  me  improper  and  un- 
just. It  seems  to  me  to  be  somewhat  retrospec- 
tive—at  least  negatively,  if  not  positively,  if  not 
positively  retrospective  in  its  operation,  it  is  so  in 
Its  exclusion  from  the  benefit  of  another  law, 
which  will  have  been  in  operation  for  months, 
after  the  per  iod  mentioned  as  the  dale  of  its  repeal. 
All  those  who  may  have  commenced  the  initia- 
tory steps  towards  taking  the  benefit  of  the  bank- 
rupt law,  even  up  to  the  day  of  its  passage,  will 
have  done  so  under  the  guaranty  of  the  Govern- 
ment; they  may  be  said  to  have  a  vested  right  lo 
the  benefits  of  the  law.  All  their  arrangements, 
for  months,  may  have  been  tending  lo  this.  All 
their  hopes  and  calculations  of  coming  relief  and 
future  comfort  may  have  been  built  upon  the 
pledges  tendered  by  this  Government  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law.  Many  may  have  been  struggling, 
with  all  their  energy  and  strength,  to  sustain  iheir 
credit,  in  hopes  ol  avoiding  the  necessity  of  re- 
sorting to  the  relief  tendered  by  this  law.  Since 
the  5;h  of  December,  they  may  have  been  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  the  pressing  storm,  and  may 
nave  just  commenced  rrieasures  for  availing  them- 
selves of  the  benefils  of  the  law.^  On  the  other 
hand,  many  anindulcenl  creditor  tnay  have  failed, 
yp  to  the  5ih  December,  lo  have  commenced  com- 
pulsory process  against  their  dtbtors,  under  the  in- 
voluntary clause  of  the  act,  who,  since  then,  or  be- 
fore the  passage  of  the  bill  before  the  House,  may 
have  commenced  process.  Should  these  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  r  f  the  bankrupt  law,  merely 
tecause,  from  a  feeling  of  humanity,  they-  may 
have  extended  time  and  indulgence  to  their  em- 
barra  sed  debtors;  reiving  in  security  upon  the 
law  of  the  land,  as  tendering  its  benefits  wnenever 
they  mighi.be  disposed  to  resort  lo  il7 

The  retrosppciive  operation,  or  rather  exclusion 
of  this  bill,  will  operate  as  a  punishment  to  the 
mo«i  worthy — to  tnose  who,  from  industry  and 
pride,  may  have  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
voluntary  portion  of  the  bankrupt  law;  and  those 


who,  from  feelings  of  kindness  and  forbearance 
towards  the  unfortunate,  may  have  poipoDedij. 
king  advantage  of  the  involuntary  claose.  This 
retrospective  legislation  is  caicalated  lo'dfc^trw 
all  confidence  in  the  action  of  lheGovemiDeni,&D(i 
to  sow  the  seeds  of  distrust  and  alarm  throoBhooi 
the  land.  I  cannot  vote  for  the  bill  before  ibe 
House,  unless  it  is  amended  in  this  particular.  I 
•question  its  consiituiionaliiy~i  am  convinced  of 
its  injustice  and  partial ity.- 

Neiiher  can  I  vote  for  the  amendmeni  which  has 
been  offered,  proposing  lo  include  corporaiir-Di  cf 
the  resjective  Stales  within  its  operation.   lairaot 
much  of  a  Slate-rights  man  forihat.    Theresp^c- 
live  Stales  have  established  corporations  wiihin 
their  limits,  for  various   purposes,  wiih  various 
powers,  and  subject  to  various  restrictions.  The 
powers  and  existence  of   ihe   Stale  CQtporaiiots 
emanate  from  sovereign  Stale  authoriiy;  ihevare 
responsible  to  the  same  authority,  to  a  varied  ex- 
lent,  according  lo  the  peculiar  interests  and  par- 
suits  of  each.    The  General  Governraeni  has  no 
power  lo  eslablish  a  corporation  within  the  limiu 
of  any  Slate,  except  as  a  necessary  means  of  carrr- 
ing  inio  operation  a  granted  power,  Andyet,iriJ 
it  be  pretended  that  it  has  power  to  desire y  iho>e 
created  by  the  Stales;  or,  what  is  the  sameihng, 
establish  rnlcs  and  regulations  fixing  the condiiions 
on  which  their  existence  shall  coniinuel    It  is  very 
evident,  that  the  great  anxiety  for  the  passage uf 
this  amendment  springs  from  a  violent  andfuiious 
hatred  of  the  Slate  banks  of  the  countr}',  anda  pr^ 
tended  zeal  for  their  destruction.    And  those  who 
are  most  rabid  in  their  hatred  of  banks,  are  the 
very  men  who  generally  make  most  preien-tiow 
about  iheir  Stale  righls  republicanism.   Let  them 
recollect  that  these  State  banks  exist  by  State  at}- 
thoriiy.    If  they  are  not  sufficiently  restricted  ia 
their  charters,  it  is  by  the  choice  or  neglect  of  the 
State  authorities  that  chartered  them;  if  they  hare 
violated  their  charters,  they  are  responsible  to  Sale 
laws  and  State  tribunals;   if  they  are  guilty  of 
abuses,  fraud,  and  peculation,  still  they  are  5iib> 
jecl  to  their  own   domestic   legislative  restraint, 
and  to  their  own  domestic  public  opinion. 

Then,  if  the  public  opinion,  the  law5:,  and  tbein- 
stituiions  of  the  respective  Stales,  will  tolerate  the 
abuses,  the  suspensions,  the  contractions  and  ex-' 
pansions  of  the  State  banks,  about  which  gentleiDCD 
descant  so  much — why  should  this  General  GorcrB" 
ment  attempt  to  bring  them  loponishmemlasdthat, 
loo,  according  lo  one  uniform  rule  for  every  pat 
of  ihe  country.  The  abuses  of  the  State  bants  are 
felt  most  sensibly  at  home;  there  the  evil  is  best  on. 
der>iood,  and  there  the  remedy  can  besi  be  applied 
I  warn  gentlemen  who  make  professions  of  dero. 
tion  to  State  rights,  lo  beware  how  they  allow  this 
General  Government  to  bring  within  the  scope  of 
its  control  the  institutions  of  the  States.  If  it  ca 
establish  the  conditions  on  which  they  shall  cea^ 
to  exist,  it  may  next  pass  regulations  how  they  shall 
exist.  And  as  it  is  Ine  nature  of  power  to  advanw, 
we  may  next  have,  not  only  our  banks,  but  onr col- 
leges, our  manufacturing  companies,  our  railrcai 
and  canal  corporations,  brought  wiihin  the  scoped 
Federal  supremacy. 

It  has  been  said,  by  way  of  taunt,  during  this  (J6 
bate,  that  this  bankrupt  law  is  the  last  of  the  Wtig 
measures  of  the  extra  session,  and  that  its  repel 
will  give  the  finishing  stroke  to  all  of  our  laborsai 
Ihat  eventful  session.  It  is  true  that  little  wiN  be 
lef\  on  the  statute-book;  but  that  is  not  theiaolioi 
the  Whigs;  and  history  most  say  so.  TbeycoaW 
not  prevent  the  treachery  of  John  Tyler;  aDd  ite 
secret  of  our  disasters  is,  that  ihe  people  of  the 
country— the  Whig  majority — blame  us  for  having 
palmpd  such  a  man  as  John  Tyler  upon  ihem.  \f\ 
sir,  the  Whigs  did  commit  a  most  grievous  error  ia 
the  election  of  John  Tyler;  and  most  grievously 
have  they  suffered  for  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  MAasHJjX] 
has  spoken  of  the  history  of  this  Administraiia 
being  written  in  a  parenthesis.  Not  so.  Ift^"' 
is  any  truth  in  the  maxim  of  ShaVspcare.  ibat 
"the  evil  that  men  do  lives  afler  them,"  iben^ii 
will  require  massy  volumes  to  portray  the  prv- 
gacy  and  corruption  of  this  Administration.  Ai. 
if  the  concluding  part  of  the  sentence  be  aiso ':« 
that  the  "good  is  ofl  interred  with  their  bonfs."i«n 
John  Tyler's  gravestone  should  bear  thissingiein- 
scription:  "Here  lies  John  Tyler." 

I  have,  lill  very  lately,  indulged  in  the  folUai*^ 
that  ihc  Whig  party  was  only  undergoing  a  po'ia 
cation— that  they  were  pas>ing  through  an  or:a 
'     of  trial,  from  which  they  would  emerge  ''rede«wh 
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regenerated,  and  disenthralled/'  ready  as  ever  to  do 
teulein  the  cause  of  constitmional  liberty,  whether 
tbriane  frowned  or  fortane  smiled.  And  although 
I  will. yet  have  hope,  still  I  confess  I  am  not  Iree 
from  fetliDgs  of  despondency.  I  witnessed  a  scene 
here  but  two  days  since,  which  [  should  have  been 
glad  to  avoid  seeing.  A  Representative  [Mr.  Botts] 
ryseio  his  place,  and,  appealing  to  Heaven  for  the 
rectitude  of  his  intentions,  avowed  his  determina- 
tioQ  to  discharge  his  duty  to  a  violated  Constitution, 
regardless  of  all  personal  consequences.  He  pre- 
ferred charges  against  the  acting  President  of^ihe 
Ufiiied  Stales,  involving  the  highest  crimes  and 
misdemeanors;  slaked  his  reputation  upoii  their 
troth,  and  his  ability  to  prove  them;  asked  this 
House  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  merely 
that  he  might  have  an  ftpportnniiy  of  establishing 
bis  chargesj^awd  submit  the  result  to  the  House. 
And  what  did  we  seel  In  a  House  containing  a 
nominal  Whig  majority  of  at  least  thirty,  the  prop- 
osition failed  by  a  majority  of  forty-tour. 

If  I  ever  saw  an  instance  ot  moral  sublimity,  it 
wai  when  my  friend  [Mr.  Botts]  held  aloft  his  ar- 
ticles of  impeachment,  and,  in  strains  of  fervid  elo- 
quence, called  upon  the  assembled  Representatives 
of  the  nation  to  come  to  the  rescue.    I  can  assure 
my  friend  he  needs  no  prouder  monument  to  his 
fame— no  richer  legacy  for  his  children.    I  am 
-    aware  that  many  voted  against  the  proposition  be- 
cause^ as  they  avowed,  they  w^ould  not  bestow  on 
:    John  Tyler  so  much  consideration  and  importance. 
:    This  reminds  one-  of  the  reply  of  Barrere,  in  the 
national  convention  of  France,  to  the  accusation 
proposed  by  the  virtuous  Lonvetagamst the  bloody 
Robespierre:    "Let   us,"  said  Barrere,  "cease   to 
waste  our  time  on   men  who  will  fill  no  place  in 
Wslory;  let  us  not  put  pigmies  on  pedestals:  the 
civic  crowns  of  Robespierre  are  mingled  with  cy- 
press."   The  convention  passed  quietly  on  to  "the 
orders  of  the   day"— just  as  this  House  did  on 
Tuesday— "a  fatal  error,"  says  the  historian,  "which 
France  had  cause  to  lament  in  tears  of  blood." 
The  earnest  and  eloquent  appeals  of  Louvet,  Bar- 
barous, and  Lanjuinais,  were  unheeded;  and  the 
Girondists  of  that  day,  Hke  the  Whigs  of  this,  re- 
posed in  listless  security;  while  the  Jacobins  (to  use 
the  language  of  the  historian)  "were  daily  sharp- 
eaing  their  poniards." 

Much  as  the  character  of  this  debate  ought  to  be 
regretted,  for  the  credit  of  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try, yet  it  has  produced  one  result  at  which  I  feel 
pleased.     It  has  clearly  traced  the  lines  of  party 
demarcation  in  this  h^H.    It  has  proven— what  I 
have  long  known-^that  there  are  but  two  parties  in 
this  House;  and  that  the  Tyler  faction— for  it  never 
deserved  the  name  of  a  party — has  become  merged 
in,  and  thoroughly  identified  with,  the  Locofoco 
prty;  and  I  do  hope  that,  amid  the  seething  and  boil- 
ing of  the  political  caldron,  of  which  the  sentle- 
man  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushing]  spoKe,the 
Whig  party  will  at  last  be  thoroughly  purified,  and 
all  the  iroth  and  scum  will  not  only  be  thrown  up- 
ward, but  tossed  over  the  brim.    I  have  long  felt 
sure  that  the  bargain   had  been  consummated  in 
secret;  at  last  it  has  been  publicly  ratified  on  this 
floor.    To  be  sure,  there  has  been  some  little  cdy- 
ness  manifested  in  the  interchanges  of  affection 
that  have  been  passing   across  the  hall;   but  not 
more,  I  suppose,  than  is  usual  on  such  occasions  of 
endearment,  and  far  less  than  I  tlAk  decency  re- 
quired.     The  gentleman  from  Massy huseits  [Mr. 
CoeHiNo]   threatened  the  already-forged  thunder- 
bolts of  ij^e  veto  power,  unless  bis  new  Democrat- 
ic Kiiies  would  rally   under  the  Tyler  standard. 
The  member  from  Indiana  TMr.  Kennedy]  said, 
in    response,  be  was  opposed  to  the  Democratic 
majoHty  in  the  next  Congress  forcing  anything  on 
Mr.  Tyler,  that  was  likely  to  meet  with  the  veto. 
The  genllen^n  from  Ohio  [Mr.  WellerJ  pro- 
nounced  a   labored  eulogy  on  Mr.  Tyler,  and, 
it  seems,  fell  authorized  to  act  the  part  of  counsel- 
lor to  bim,  and  advised  him  to  rid  himself  of  Messrs. 
Webf^ter  and  Spencer  as  soon  as  possible.    The 
gentleman   from  New  York,  [Mr.  Bowne,]  who 
seems   Co  be  more  catholic  in  his  political  feelings, 
declared  his  readiness  to  receive  these  two  last,  as 
repentant  sinners,  with  open  arms.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr .  Ficsbns}  welcomed  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  into  the  Democratic 
ranks;  said  he  had  long  seen  that  he  (Mr.C.)  had 
a  leanine  to  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  si<ie,  but  that  he  was 
iifraid  ofhis  colleague  on  the  right,  [Mr.  AOiiMs] — 
[lo  very  great  compliment,  by  the  way.    And  the 
gentleman  Xrom  Indiana,  [Mr.  Proffit,]  in  order 
lo  prove  his  approbation  of  this  offehsive  and  de- 


fensive alliance,  poured  out  a  torrent  of  abuse 
against  that  man  of  whom  he  once  said,  on  this, 
floor,  that  he  "wished  he  could  make  President  of 
the  world."  What  a  humiliating  spectacle  Is  here 
exhibited  I  A  party  elevated  to  power  by  the  over- 
whelming voice«of  a  long  outraged  people,  with 
such  sacrifices,  such  patriotic  devotion,  such  hon- 
est enthusiasm,  as  never  marked  the  progress-  of 
civil  revolution  before;  and  that,  too.  with  the 
shouts,  the  prayers,  and  the  blessings  of  thousands, 
who  saw  in  it  the  harbinger  of  hope,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  brighter  day — and  scarcely  had  we  com- 
menced the  great  work  of  reform  intrusted  to  our 
hands,  when  he,  ivhom  wehad  imprudently  placed 
in  the  line  of  promotion,  by  which  he  became  in* 
Vested  with  the  Executive  po^er,  open^  negotia- 
tions with  our  enemies;  ungratefully  and  cruelly 
made  war  upon  us;  taunted  us  with  our  unfortu- 
nate condition;  and,  as  though  we  were  slaves  with 
manacles  on  our  hands,  declared  to  us,  through  his 
confidential  organs,  that  the  great  constitutional 
functions  which  we  intrusted  to  him  would  be 
exercised  for  the  benefit  of  those  only  who  would 
worship  at  the  shrine  of  his  power.  Never  since 
the  days  oi  Judas  Iscariot  has  there  been  an  in- 
stance of  such  shameless  and  unblushing  treason. 

Mr.  Speaker,  although  I  have  been  amused— as 
every  one  here  must  have  been— at  the  develop- 
ments that  have  taken  place  during  this  debate;  yet 
I  cannot  reflect  on  it  seriously,  without  feeling  the 
most  intense  pain  and  humiliation.  The  senti- 
ments which  vere  uttered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Cushing]  tell  on  my  ear  as  the 
foreboding  of  the  evils  that  are  fast  clustering 
around  the  destinies  of  our  country.  When  I  have 
reflected  on  the  probable  fate  which  uliimafely 
awaited  our  nation,  I  have  supposed  that  our  Gov- 
ernment—like all  those  that  have  preceded  it— ■ 
would,  in  obedience  to  that  principle  of  change  and 
revolution  with  which  the  decree  of  fate  seems  to 
have  stamped  all  human  institutions,  have  its  day 
of  degeneracy,  decline,  and  ruin.  But  I  have  con- 
soled myself  with  ihe  hope  that  this  period  was  in 
the  far,  far  distant  future;  and  that  it  would  not 
come  till  we  and  our  children,  and  our  children's 
children,  had  passed  away  and  been  forgotten.  But 
ihe  declarations  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts have  aroused  me  to  the  conviction  of  the  cor- 
rupted and  vitiated  state  of  the  public  mind.  And 
can  it  be— must  history  record  it — ^ihat,  in  the  very 
infancy  of  our  Republic,  in  the  flftyfounh  year  of 
our  existence,  one  who  is  recognised  as  possessing 
the  especial  confidence  of  the  Execu  live,  boldly  and 
recklessly  came  into  this  hall,  and  here,  in  the  face 
of  the  assembled  Representatives  of  the  nation,  de- 
clared that  the  power  and  patronage  of  this  Gov- 
ernment would  be  wielded  for  the  benefit  of  them 
who  would  sustain  those  in  powerl  The  open 
avowal  of  such  sentiments  affords  alarming  proof  of 
the  corruptions  of  the  times — of  the  degeneracy  of 
this  age.  The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Adamgt]  has  compared  it  to  the  sale 
of  the  empire  by  the  praetorian  bands  of  Rome.  It 
is  worse  than  that.  It  was  in  the  streets  of  Rome, 
amid  the  shouts  and- huzzas  of  the  rabble,  and  not 
in  the  Senate-house,  that  the  praetorian  cohorts  sold, 
the  imperial  purple  to  him  who  would  bid  highest 
for  its  honors.  Aid  whilst  mercenary  sword-^  were 
clothing  with  power  the  leaders  of  faction  in  the 
field  of  Mars,  the  flame  of  liberty  still  continued  to 
bum  in  the  councils  of  the  Senate-house.  It  was 
there  that  the  principles  of  freedom  had  been  most 
devoutly  cherished — it  was  there  that  they  last  ex- 
pired. It  was  there  that  the  precepts  of  Fabios  and 
bincinnatus,  and  Cato,  and  the  Scipios,  were  last 
quoted  with  reverence — it  was  there  that  their  vir^ 
tuous  and  heroic  actions  were  last  forgotten.  But 
here,  in  our  Government — and  in  its  infancy  too— 
it  is  in  the  Representative  hall  of  the  nation,  that 
Executive  power  and  patronage;  and  Executive  in- 
fluence in  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  are  ofier- 
ed  as  the  reward  of  party  allegiance.  And  that  to 
come  from  Massachusetts  too!— from  the  land  ol 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers!— from  the  classic  soil  of  Lex- 
ington and  Bunker  Hill!— the  first  to  resist  tyr- 
anny— and  must  she  bear  the  Reproach  of  being  the 
first  to  offer,  through  one  of  her  sons,  to  barter 
away  the  rights  for  which  she  so  gloriously  suf- 
fered and  bledl 

These  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa-" 
chusftts  are  only  the  echo  of  what  was  heard  a  few 
months  sin^^  in  Faneuil  Hall,  from  one  whom  that 


patriQijc  State  so  long  looked  on  and  cherished  with 

"'"     » and  g^ory.    Hqw  limes  must  have  changed!— 

the  p^^^^  °^4  01^^^  ^^^  degenerated  I  That 
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one,  whose  fame  and  character  belonged  to  the  na« 
tion,  should  have  uuered  the  detestahle  doctrine, 
that  the  fact  of  there  being  many  Whies  yet  re- 
tained in  office,  should  be  a  reason  vhy  that  party 
should  not  denounce  wh^t  they,  in  their  hearts,  be« 
lieve  to  be  the  corruptions  of  this  Adalini8tratk>n ! 
That  the  consideration  of  place  should  hush  them 
into  silence  when  they  see  public  virtue  scorned, 
and  popular  rights  trampled  into  dnstl-^^nd  that, 
too,  in  walls  consecrated  to  freedom,  where  tfatf 
spirit-stirring  tones  of  resistance  to  tyranny  hate 
so  of^en  aroused  the  free  and  the  brave  \  Would 
to  God  these  sentiments  could  have  originated  with 
some  one  else  than  Daniel  Webster  1         . 

Time  once  was.  when  every  patriotic  Americati 
felt  proud  that  Datfiel  Webster  was  hia  country* 
man.  His  gigantic  and  commanding  talents  had 
endeared  him  to  every  lover  of  his  country's  g^ory. 
His  noble  efibrts  in  many  a  trying  contest  had 
equally  endeared  him  to  every  lover  of  constitu- 
tional freedom.  What  must  have  been  the  feelings 
ofhis  friends — those  friends  who  had  cherished,  sus- 
tained, and  cheered  him  on  in  so  many  conflicts* 
when,  on  an  ocr»asion  by  which  they  sought  to  do 
him  honor,  instead  of  reviving  their  drooping 
spirits,  and  advising  and  encouraging  them  in  their 
approaching  struggle,  he  met  them  with  reproaches- 
revilings,  and  bitter  taunts !  Sir,  he  is  gone;  and 
let  him  go!  He  not  only  abandoned  us  m  the  hour 
of  onr  triumph,  but  he  is  now  doing  service  in  the 
ranks  of  thuse  who  have  so  often  felt  the  force  of  his 
mighty  arm.  He  may  now,  perhaps,  console  him- 
self with  the  idea  that,  although  he  cannot  save 
himself,  yet,  like  Samson,  he  can  bury  beneath  the 
ruins  of  our  political  edifice  the  obyect  of  his  hatredm 
Still,  if  he  possesses  the  common  sympathies  and 
feelings  of  our  nature,  the  dav  of^  remorse  mi^ 
come.  Like  Themistocles,  (who  tarnished  the  es- 
cutcheon of  his  fame  by  negotiating  with  his  for- 
mer enemies,)  he  may,  perhaps,  receive  his  reward 
in  some  paltry  office  under  his  new  allies:  yet  his 
declining  years  must  be  embittered  with  tne  recol- 
lection of  the  bright  hopes  he  has  withered,  the  af- 
flicting evils  he  has  brought  upon  his  country. 

What  must  be  his  reflections,  on  contemplating 
the  character  and  progress  of  this  debate?  His 
name — which  was  once  so  mighty — now  become  a 
byword,  and  an  object  of  jest  and  ridicule  in  this 
hall,  which  formerly  echoed  and  re-echoed  the 
sound  of  his  voice !  His  name  tossed  about  him 
with  jeers  and  reproaches !  One  party  mourning 
over  his  fall  and  his  desertion,  and  the  other  reject- 
ing his  proffered  alliance  with  scorn !  Would  to 
God,  for  the  honor  of  our  country,  that  this  cup 
could  have  passed  us  by  ! 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Mabshall] 
spoke  of  the  * 'scorn  and  contempt'^  with  which  Mr 
Webster  must  have  treated  the  denunciations  which 
have  been  uttered  against  him.  So  far  as  the  Whig 
party  in  this  House  is  concerned,  the  gentleman  has 
begged  ihe  question.  I  deny  that  he  has  been  de- 
nounced and  anathematize  here.  I  call  upon 
every  one  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  to  say  if 
Mr.  Webster  has  not  been  treated  with  the  greatest 
forbearance  and  moderation.  It  is  with  pain  and 
regret  that  his  present  position  is  alluded  to  here  by 
the  Whigs.    It  has,' until  lately,  been  in  the  Ian- 

fuage  of  apology  for  his  course,  and  of  hepe  that 
e  would  yet  restore  himself  to  the  confidence  of 
long-tried  and  faithful  friends,  that  his  conduct  has 
been  spoken  of  by  the  Whigs  in  this  House.  It  is 
from  tne  other  party-^from  those  whose  cause  he  is 
now  aiding — that  he  has  received  denunciation 
most  heavy.  But  if  he  has  been  denounced  by  the 
Whigs,  would  not  his  denunciation  be  jTruna  faci^ 
evidence  that  he  deserved  ii%  What  interest  could 
the  Whig  party  have  in  denouncing  such  a  man) 
Would  it  not  rather  be  their  interest  to  preserve  so 
strong  an  ally — ^to  possess  the  aid  and  influence  of 
his  mighty  mindl  And  afler  adhering  to  him  so 
long,  through  so  many  eventful  struggles— is  it  fair, 
is  it  reasonable,  to  suppose  that  his  former  Whig 
friends  here  should  denounce  him  without  suffi- 
cient cause?  To  suppose  so,  was  to  reason  against 
all  the  natural  springs  and  impulses  of  human  ac- 
tion. 

As  to  the  "scorn  and  contempt,"  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  spoke,  that  is  too  ea^ 
a  way  of  answering  a  proposition,  for  one  of  his 
logical  mind.  Suppose  we  have  indulged  in  com- 
plaints—or  censures,  if  you  please:  still,  can  *'scom 
and  contempt"  answer  the  cnarcel  Do  they  prove 
that  our  censures  are  not  well  founded?  Can  thmr 
make  atonement  for  the  wrongs  we  haveendaredt 
*^Scom  and  contempt''  are  the  cheapest  of  all  iaea« 
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tal  impulse:^  they  afford  evidence  neither  of  intel- 
lect or  the  head,  nor  feeling  of  the  heart.  They 
are  the  impulses  with  which  selfishness  always 
regards  honest  and  unfortunate  sufiering;  with 
which  heartless  tyranny  always  looks  on  the  com- 
plaints of  the  oppressed.  The  unfeeling  miser  listens 
with  "scorn  and  contempt"  to  the  cries  of  suffering 
poverty;  the  cruel  despot  feels  ."scorn  and  con- 
tempt"^ for  the  complaints  of  injured  innocence. 
Domitian,  no  doubt,  felt  the  same  for  the  cries  of 
the  agonized  Christians  when  torn  to  pieces  by 
ravenous  beasts;  he  felt  "scorn  and  contempt"  for 
the  very  prayers  which,  in  the  struggles  of  death, 

they  offered  to  Heaven  for  his  conversion 

[Here  Mr.  Rayner's  hour  expired;  and  he  took 
bis  seat.] 


House  of  Representatives,  ^ 

Wabuinqton,  March  2, 1842. 
Gsmtlem&n:  1  ask  the  favor  that  you  will  pub- 
lish in  the  Congressional  Qlobe  or  Appendix  the 
following  statement  of  my  views  in  reference  to  the 
treaty  concluded  at  Washington  in  1842.  When 
(he  bill  carrying  it  into  effect  was  reported  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  CusmNO,  it  was  distinctly  announced 
that  a  report  would  subsequently  be  made.  The 
Committee  on  Foreign  AiSairs  determined  flot  to 
toake  a  report;  and,  as  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, I  was  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  presenting 
the  grounds  of  my  dissent  thereto;  the  debate  in 
the  House  being  cut  short,  I  was  again  deprived 
of  a  similar  opportunity;.  I.  therefore,  ask  an  in- 
sertion in  your  congressional  record.  ' 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  A.  MERIWETHER. 
Messrs.  Blair  &.  Rives. 

In  considering  the  treaty  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton on  the  9ih  of  August,  1842.  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  her  Majesty  the  <^ueen  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
ka  important  preliminary  question  arises  as  to  the 
rigkl  and  duty  of  the  National  Legislature  to  delib- 
erate on  the  expediency  of  carrying  the  treaty  into 
effect— Whether,  after  it  has  passedihrough  all  the 
solemn  forms  of  ratification  by  both  Governments 
it  is  not  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  binding  on 
the  whole  nation;  and,  as  such,  that  the  Legislature 
cannot  refuse  to  co-operate  in  its  execution,  with- 
out a  violation  of  its  duty  under  the  Constitution, 
ftnd  of  the  faith  of  the  nation!    The  question  in- 
creases in  interest,  because  of  the  peculiar  charac- 
ter of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.    The 
constitutional   power  of  Congress  to  establish  a 
navy  is  invoked;  ships  are  to  be  built  and  repaired, 
officers  commissioned,  seamen  enlisted,  munitions 
of  war  provided,  large  sums  of  money  appropria- 
ted for  a  series  of  years,  and  the  policy  orthe  Gov- 
einment  and   its  expenditures  changed  and  en- 
largeth  all  of  which  require  the  sanction  and  ac- 
tion of  the  Legislature.    The  question  acquires  ad- 
ditional interest  from  the  course  of  the  Executive— 
H  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power.    Instead  of  • 
inviting  a  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Legisla- 
tttrc   in  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  it  seems  to  be 
taken  for  granted  that  no  power  or  right  belongs 
to  that  department  of  the  Government  to  exercise 
any  volition  whatever.    Instead  of  asking  at  the 
hands  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  the  ne- 
cessary appropriations  to  complete  and  support  the 
naval  force  called  into  existence  by  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty,  and  of  either  directly  or  indirectly 
asking  the  sanction  of  Congress  thereto,  the  esti- 
mates for  this  service  are  presented  only  as  the 
usual  and  ordinary  objects  of  expenditures,  and  the 
appropriations  sought  professedly  with  no  other  ob- 
ject than  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  routine  of  gov- 
ernmental   duty;  when,  if  they   be  granted,   the 
purpose  of  the  Executive  is  manifest,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty.    And  when  a  demand  is  made 
upon  the  Executive  for  information,  by  a  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  as  to  the  cost  and  probable  annual 
of  expense  of  a  squadron,  in  compliance  with  the 
treaty,  the  answer  returned  is,  that  the  squadron  "is 
merely  a  part  of  the  customary  and  useiul  employ- 
ment of  our  vessels  of  war;"  that  it  is  not  to  be  "re- 
farded  asan  increase  of  the  navy;"  nor  "would  it 
e  proposed  to  reduce  the  navy,  if  it  were  not  neces- 
sary."   The  manner  in  which  this  appropriation 
IS  sought,  covered  up  under  the  general  estimates 
for  "cu^mary**  expenditures;  and  the  evident  and 
certain  design  of  appropriatfng  the  squadron,  when 
nS^r*^^'^'*  i"^  provided  for,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrymg  mlo  effect  the  treaty,  show  too  clearly  that 


the  Executive  regards  Congress  as  bound  to  carry 
it  into  efiect,  irrespective  of  all  convictions  of  the 
Jitter  inexpediency  of  uSiS^;  so.  The  fact  that  the 
treaty  has  been  ratified,  and  announced  nuiz:  ^h^ 
proclamaiion  of  the  President  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  communicated  to  both  branches 
of  Congress,  clearly  implies  that  he  regards  the 
concurrence  of  the  Legislature  as  totally  unneces- 
sary to  give  any  validity  whatever  to  it,  I  coun- 
tenance no  such  doctrine  as  this.  I  deny  that  the 
Congress  is  bound,  upon  terms  of  unconditional 
submission,  to  observe  a  treaty  made  and  ratified 
according  to  the  forms  prescribed  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. There  are  cases  in  which  it  may  refuse  its 
co-operation;  and  those  cases  are  to  be  determined 
by  a  sound  discretion,  in  view  of  all  the  attendmg 
circumstances.  If  the  treaty  could  be  executed 
without  the  intervention  of  Congress,  it  might  be 
regarded  as  binding  upon  the  whole  people;  and 
hence  becomes  a  rule  of  action,  prescribed  by  the 
superior  power,  apd  which  the  inferior  must  obey; 
and  assumes  all  the  dignity  and  authority  of  any 
other  law .  But,  if  such  intervention  is  necessary, 
then  the  Legislature  is  as  free  to  act  as  th^  Execu- 
tive, and  to  withhold  or  yield  its  concurrence. 
Without  this  rule  of  interpretation,  the  rights  of 
the  Legislature  would  be  wholly  sacrificed;  a  Rep- 
resentative would  be  forced  to  lav  aside  all  judg- 
ment for  himself,  to  follow  imphcitly  the  dictates 
of  others,  and,  knowingly,  to  vote  for  a  palpable 
violation  of  that  Coiistitiition  which  lie  had  most 
solemnly  sworn  to  support.  Wlthtuil  this  interpre- 
tation, the  power  of  raising  a  navy,  of  enlisting  afi 
army,  of  naturalization,  of  taxation,  or  of  regulating 
commerce,  (all  of  which  are  vested  solely  in  •Con- 
gress,) would  be  transferred  to  the  President  and 
Senate;  and  the  vdice  of  the  people,  through  their 
popular  elections,  totally  lost  and  neglected. 

Again:  there  is  no  express  restraint  Whatever  in 
the  Constitution  on  the  treaty- making  power.  A 
cession  of  a  sovereign  State  might  be*  made  to  a 
foreign  Government;  entangline  and  ruinous  alli- 
ances formed — aliianbea,  offensive  and  defensive, 
with  the  most  loathful  and  odious  pieople,  under 
circumstances  revolting  to  all  honorable  and  Cnris- 
tian  feelings;  the  particular  and  special  powers  and 
rights  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  to  origi- 
nate all  money  bills  might  be  swept  away  by  a 
treaty  with  a  /oreign  Government,  made  and  rati- 
fied by  the  President  and  Senate.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  it  be  contended  for  a  moment 
that  the  Legislature  should  not  refuse  itsaid  to  carry 
such  a  treaty  into  effect?  It  may  be  said  thatsnch 
a  course,  by  the  Legislature,  would  be  uncourteous 
and  impolitic,  and  cause  foreign  nations  to  become 
jealous  of.  us,  when  we  have  such  a  power  in  re- 
serve. This  would  be  a  strong  argument  against- 
the  exercise  of  the  power,  unless  for  satisfactory 
causes.  But  siieh  considerations  have  as  much  influ- 
ence over  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  as  they  have 
over  that  of  the  Executive;  ana  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  the  former  will  as  faithfully  protect  the  nation- 
al interest  and  honor  as  the  latter,  and  would  not 
be  any  more  likely  to  be  influenced  by  trivial 
causes.  But  there  is  one  reason  whicn  should 
render  this  construction  of  the  powers  of  the  Legis- 
lature satisfactory  to  all;  and  that  is,  that  this  pow- 
er of  withholding  their  co-operation  is  the  only 
check  upon  the  treaty-making  power  which  can  be 
possessed  and  exercised  by  the  people. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  this 
material  question  was  fully  discussed  and  settled 
by  the  adjudication  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  by  the  people  through  them.  In  theyear 
1796,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  (commonly  known  as  Jay'i  treaty,)  during 
the  administration  of  President  Washington,  the 
following  declaration  of  opinion  was  made: 

Reaolved^  That  it  h«lng  declared ,  bj  the  second  section  of 
the  secoDd  article  of  the  Constitution,  *'  that  the  President 
shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consult  of  the 
Benatd,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators 
present  concur,"  the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  claim 


any  agencv  in  makinf  treaties;  but  that  when  a  treaty  stipu 
laiee  regulations  on  any  of  the  subjects  submitted  by  ue  Gou 
Biiiuiion  to  the  power  of  Congress,  it  must  depend  for  its  eze 


cution,  as  to  such  stipulations,  on  a  law  or  laws  to  be  passed 
by  Congress;  and  it  is  the  eftutitutional  right  and  duty  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  all  such  cases,  to  deliberate  on 
the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  carrying  such  treaty  into 
eflect,  and  to  determine  and  act  thereon,  as  in  iheir  judgment 
may  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  fifty- 
seven  to  thirty-five  and  received  the  energetic  sup- 
port of  such  Republicans  as  Albert  Gallatin,  Wil- 
liam B.Giles,  mthaniel  Macon,  James  Madison, 
and  other  no  less  distinguished  statesmen;  and 
whcAabillVas  introduced  to  carry  this  treaty  in- 


to effect,  the  esupediency  of  making  the  necessarv 
provisions  by  law  was  carried,  ia  Oommiuee  of  the 
Whole,  by  one  vote  majority,  and  pa^  fat  tk 
House  by  a  majority  of  three  votes;  the  historiai 
mioiiSil!^  us  that  considerations  of  policy  alone  ia. 
duced  itspasslige. 

I  have  said  this  much  in  defence  of  the  coosd- 
tutional  right  and  duty  of  the  National  Legislatare 
against  the  disrespectful  and  haughty  assumptioa 
of  the  executive  department.  Whatever  motive 
may  have  prompted  such  conduct,  on  lis  part,  its 
unqualifiea  condemnation  deserves  to  be  promptjr 
made,  that  its  repetition  may  not  be  attempts 
influenced  by  the  impunity  with  which  the piesect 
may  have  been  received. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  the  coasideratioa 
of  those  stipulations  of  the  treaty  which  can  be 
executed  independent  of  the  co-operatioa  of  the 
Legislature.  Of  that  class  is  the  one  defining  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  countries,  aad  d^ 
ter mining  the  rig/U  of  soil,  by  each  GovemmeDt. 
Yet,  as  large  sums  of  money  are  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  States  of  Maine  and  MassachaseUs,  which 
can  alone  be  done  by  the  Legislature,  in  "c(msidir. 
atum'*  of  the  * 'conditions  and  equivalents  nceitU 
therefor,"  in  adopting  the  treaty  line -oi  \nnjiiixj\ 
the  consideration  and  examination  of  those  "equir* 
alents"  properly  and  rightfully  belong  to  the  Repre. 
sentatives  of  the  people.  But,  as  the  stipulation  as 
to  boundary  is  executed  of  itself— as  the  assent  ^ 
those  States  has  been  yielded  to  that  stipalatjon  for 
a  pecuniary  consideration, — respect  for  the  wishes 
of  those  sovereign  members  of  our  Union  shooki 
induce  a  prompt  co-operation  by  the  Legislainre  io 
providing  the  meant  for  carrying  into  effect  so 
much  of  the  treaty  as  provides  for  the  payment  of 
the  sums  therein  specified. 

What  advantages,  however,  have  resulted  to  onr 
own  Government  from  the  treaty,  beyond  the  priv- 
iletfe  of  paying  our  to  the  States  of  Massachoseos 
and  Msline  a  sum  exceeding  in  amount  half  a  mil' 
lion  of  dollars-^all  yet  remain  to  be  discorerei 
England  has  been  ready,  for  years,  to  close  in  with 
the  terms  now  adopted;  and  the  reason  that  they  were 
ncft  long  since  maae  the  basis  of  negotiation,  was  the 
refusal  of  otir  own  Government  to  recognise  theni 
The  delay  has  restilted  in  conceding  to  England 
what  she  desired,  and  not  ift  securing  to  onrselFes 
better  terms.  Yet  I  do  not  feel  that  the  coasidera- 
tion  of  a  "bad  bargain*'  should  influence  the  Lefis- 
lature  to  withhold  its  co-operation  from  the  stipola- 
tions  of  the  5th  article,  which  depend  exclusively, 
ibr  their  execution,  upon  this  departmeat  of  the 
Gk)vernment. 

Other  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  givine  rise  to 
questions  of  much  greater  importance  than  any 
growing  out  of  the  article  referred  to,  do  reqnire 
the  co-operation  of  the  Legislature  togiveeffecito 
them;  and  without  that  co-operation,  they  mua  r^ 
main  wholly  inoperative.  The  magnitude  of  the 
principles  involved,  and  the  surrender  of  rights  by 
our  Govemmen  t,  which  were  never  before  permitted 
to  be  questioned  or  debated — which  foUow  npoa  the 
act  o?  the  Legislatare  co-operating  in  execoting 
those  stipulations,  and  the  preservation  of  those 
rights,  which  can  alone  be  had  by  its  refusal  a 
such  co-operation — render  the  position  of  Coogress, 
and  more  especially  that  of  the  House  of  Ifcpre- 
sentatives.'Of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  fa- 
ture  destiny  of  i)ur  country.  By  the  terms  of  the 
8th  article  of  thftreaiy,  the  right  of  capture,  dela- 
tion, and  sea*h  of  our  merchant  vessels  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  has  been  ingloriously  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Federal  Executive,  to  he  at  iis  dfr 
cretion  surrendered  to  the  British  Crown,  npoa  the 
surrender  of  a  like  privilege  to  the  American  ship» 
over  the  British  merchant  vessels  on  the  sane 
coast.  The  establishment  of  a  squadron  of  vcssdts 
in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  perfects  the 
surrender  of  that  right:  the  refusal  to  make  pro- 
vision for  such  squadron,  maintains  onr  national 
rights  upon  that  great  question.  It  then  becomes  a 
subject  of  the  deepest  importance  to  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people,  how  far  they  will  comproaii 
the  rights  of  their  constituents,  and  tarnish  the  na- 
tional honor,  by  a  co-operation  in  the  execaiion  of 
so  much  of  ,the  treaty.  'The  eighth  article  is  a 
these  wordsi 

"Article  8th.  The  parties  mutually  slipnlaie,  ih« 
each  shall  prepare,  equip,  and  maintain  in  service 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  a  sufficient  and  adeqaaie 
squadron,  or  naval  force  of  vessels,  of  soiiable 
numbers  and  descriptions,  to  carry  in  all  nottes 
than  eighty  guns,  to  enforce,  separately  and  respw- 
ively,  the  lavs,  rights,  and  obligations  of  caches  iM 
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two  countries,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  tr ac|£j 
the  said  squadroos  to  be  independent  of  each  other; 
bat  the  two  Gk)vernments  stipulating,  nevertheless, 
to  give  such  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  their 
respective  forces  as  shall  enable  them  most  effectu- 
ally to  act  in  concert  and  co-operation,  upon  mutual 
consultation,  as  exigencies  ipay  arise,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  true  object  of  this  article:  copies  of  all 
such  orders  to  be  communicated  by  each  Govern- 
ment to  the  other,  respectively."   ' 

By  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty,  it  is  provi- 
ded: "The  eighth  article  of  this  treaty  shall  be  in 
force  for  ^w 'years,  from  date  of  the  exchange  of 
ratifications,  And  aAerwards  until  one  or  the  other 
party  shall  signify  a  wish  to  terminate  it."  The 
peculiar  phraseology  of  the  "eighth  article"  ren- 
ders the  extent  of  its  meaning  somewhat  equivocal. 
^  Its  terms  are  contradictory.  It  speaks  of  "inde- 
'  pendent  squadrons,"  designed  to  enforce  ^'separaUhf 
ani  retpeUively"  the  laws  of  "each  of  Hm  two  coun- 
tries!" and  yet  the  two  Governments  are  to  give 
"such  orders"  to  the  "commanding  officers,"  to  en- 
able them  "efleclually  to  act  in  concert  and  co- 
operation," upon  "consultation,"  as  "exigencies 
may  arise,"  for  the  "attainment  of  the  true  object  of 
this  articlej"  and  that  ^Urue  object"  is  nothing  more 
or  less  than  the  effectual  suppression  of  the  "il/ri- 
can  slave4rade,"  Here  is  the  end  to  be  attained; 
and  the  means  which  are  to  be  employed  are  such 
as  will  "effectually"  reach  it.  If  the  capture  of 
our  merchant  vessels,  their  detention,  visitation, 
and  search,  are  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
two  Governments,  under  this  treaty,  by  the  "or- 
ders" of  the  Governments,  the  desecration  of  the  na- 
tional flag  and  the  prostration  of  the  citizens'  rights 
may  be  made.  The  diplomatic  history,  as  well  as 
the  pretensicms  of  the  two  Governments  growing 
out  of  it,  will  serve  to  illustrate  more  forcibly  the 
effect  of  the  stipulations  complained  of.  In  the 
preamble  of  the  treaty  now  being  considered,  the 
following  declarations  are  to  be  found: 

"Whereas  Jby  the  treaty  concluded  at  Ghent  on 
the  24th  December,  1814,  between  the  United  States 
and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  an  article  was  agreed  to, 
and  inserted,  of  the  following  tenor,  viz: 
^  "  *Abticlb  10.  Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is 
irreconcileable  with  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice;  and  whereas  both  his  Majesty  and  the  tJni- 
ted  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  efforts  to 
womoie  its  entire  abolition:  it  is  hereby  agreed  that 
both  the  contracting  parties  shall  use  their  best  en- 
deavors to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object:  and 
whereas,  noCwilhstanding  the  laws  which  have,  at 
various  limes,  been  passed  by  the  two  Governments, 
and  the  effo-ris  made  to  suppress  itj  that  criminal 
traffic  is  still  prosecuted  and  carried  on:  and 
whereas  the  United  States  of  America,  and  her 
Majesty  the  Glueen  of  the  United  Eangdom  of 
Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  are  determined  that,  so 
far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  it  shall  be  effectuallv 
abolished.*" 

Under  the  article  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  here 
referred  to,  England  has  asserted  the  rigU  of 
search  over  our  merchant  vessels,  to  suppress  the 
African  slave-ti'ade.  The  American  Government 
has  denied  any  such  right.  In  fulfilment  of  the 
treaty,  we  have  made  the  trade  piracy,  and  have 
employed  our  naval  force,  to  a  great  extent,  in  en- 
forcing our  laws.  We  have  manntained,  that  since 
the  slave-trade  was  not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  sinc^  it  was  made  piracy  by  our  own 
municipal  regulations,  we  could  not,  ^ndwouldnot 
n  we  could,  permit  a  stranger,  with  his  fleets  and 
armies,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  our  own  laws; 
that  our  own  officers  must  alone  execute  them; 
and  that  they,  alone,  must  search  and  detain  our 
own  vessels;  that  the  right  of  search  by  a  stranger 
was  a  belligerent  right,  and  would  be  so  regarded 
and  treated  by  our  Government. 

In  further  evidence  of  the  desire  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  carry  intoeffiect  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  the 
execution  of^her  own  laws,  our  vessels  of  war  had 
been  instructed  to  cruise  in  company  with  one  or 
more  British  vessels,  that  American  vessels  might 
^ch  the  ships  using  the  American  flag,  and  the 
British  vessels  might  search  those  of  that  nation, 
and  of  such  other  nations  as  had  conceded  to  Eng- 
land the  right  of  search.  Here  were  the  positions 
of  the  two  Governments:  England  asserting  the 
Tight  of  search  as  the  means  of  suppressing  the 
slave-trade;  and  the  United  States  conceding  and 
adopting  every  other  means  but  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attaining  that  end.  There  was,  then,  no 
midway  around  lefl  between  the  unconditional  sur- 
''^'i^ana  the  unconditional  d/enUU  of  (he  nght  of 
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search.  But  it  seems  that  the  action  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government  has  not  been  satisfactory  to  Eng- 
land, in  execution  of  the  treaty.  Notwithstanding 
the  "laws  which  have  been  passed  at  various  times," 
and  the  "effbrts  made  (o  suppress  it,"  ''the  slave- 
trade  is  still  prosecuted;"  and  now  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, being  "determined"  that  it  shall  be  "e/- 
feclually  abolishedf  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power" 
have  adopted  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  at 
Washington  as  the  mea^ns  by  which  the  '"trade" 
shall  be  thus  "aJbolished." 

Then,  as  something  more  has  been  agreed  to  be 
done,  the  question  is,  What  Is  it  that  shall  be  done? 
And  if  greater  ''effort!^*  are  to  be  made,  by  which 
Government  are  they  to  be  made? 

Looking  back  to  the  positions  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments; the  laws  passed  bjr  each;  the  ^'efforts"  made 
by  each;  and  most  especially  the  plan  adopted,  of 
vessels  of  each  nation  cruising  together,  that  those 
belonging  to  either  mightbe  searched  by  the  officers 
of  their  own  Government;  that  all  these  efforts  had 
failed;  and  the  slave-trade  was  still  prosecuted — 
what  "c/<?r/"  is  there,  as  the  %Uimatum  of^aU  in 
their  poiter,"  that  the  slave-trade  should  be  "aholr 
ished  effectually"  which  could  have  been  designed, 
but  the  concession  of  England's  importunate  and 
continued  demand — the  right  of  search? 

If  the  plan  of  permitting  and  requiring  the  ves- 
sels of  each  country  to  cruise  together,  which  had 
covered  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  concession 
of  our  Government,  had  proved  iTuffectual,  then  it 
was  not  embraced  in  those  means  contemplated  by 
the  parties  to  be  employed  when  they  declared 
their  determination  to  use  all  in  ^'Uieir  power"  to 
arrest  the  trade.  If  it  had  proved  "effect/ual^"  no 
trealy  stipulations  were  needed.  Whether  efi*ect- 
ual  or  not,  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  superero- 
gation by  both  Grovernments,  and  an  insnlt  to  our 
own,  to  have  made  it  the  subject  of  treaty  nego- 
tiation^  since  our  own  Grovemment  had  already 
proposed  it  to  England,  and  both  Governments  had 
adopted  it. 

Under  such  circnmsian&es,  the  American  Sec- 
retary could  not  have  entertained  the  proposition, 
when  coming  from  another;  and  he  must,  indeed, 
have  been  lost  to  all  sense  of  national  honor,  if 
he  could  have  thought  one  moment  of  submitting 
the  proposition  to  the  British  minister.  All  the 
facts  concur  in  establishihg,  clearly,  thatsomething 
beyond  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  each  na- 
tion by  their  own  vessels  was  designed  by  the 
treaty;  and  nothing  but  the  right  of  search  could 
have  been  meant.  This  is  the  conclusion  to  which 
ev^  unbiassed  mind  mu9t  come,  in  respect  to  the 
power  intended  to  be  surrendered  to  tne  execu- 
tive discretion.  Its  force  may  be  attempted  to 
be  broken,  by  the  avowal  of  the  sudstifuUon  of 
the  right  of  visitation,  instead  of  the  right  of  search. 
This  is  the  special  pleading  with  which  the  Eng- 
lish court  has  for  years  attempted  to  mislead  and 
deceive  the  Ameri):an  Govemq;ient;  this  is  the 
ground  on  which  she  always  justified  her  recent 
outrages  upon  American  shipping.  But  there  is 
no  such  distinction  in  the  maritime  law  of  nations, 
and  the  usa^e  of  the  admiralty  courts  of  any  coun- 
try. If  visitation  is  not  accompanied  with  search. 
it  is  an  empty  mockery.  This  theory  of  England 
has  been  reduced  to  practice,  and  we  have,  in  her 
visitation  of  American  ships,  demoast ration  con- 
clusive of  what  she  means  by  the  right.  These 
visitations  were  followed  by  search  of  persons  and 
papers,  of  vessel  and  cargo;  and  sometimes  not 
only  by  a  protracted  detention  of  the  vessel,  but  by 
the  actual  carrying  her  into  port  for  adjudication. 
This  practical  illustration  shows  that  what  is  meant 
by  the  right  of  visitation,  is  the  right  of  visitation 
and  search.  It  was  so  regarded  by  our  Govern- 
ment in  1818,  when  Mr.  Secreiary  Adams,  in  re- 
pelling the  pro])osition  of  the  British  Government, 
sai9,— if  the  visitation  was  not  carried  out  by  search, 
"it  would  reduce  the  right  itself  to  a  power  merely 
nominal,"  and  the  acquiescence  in  which  "would 
serve  rather  to  mark  the  sacrifice  of  a  ffreat  and 
precious  principle,  than  to  attain  the  end  for  which 
it  would  be  given  up." 

This  question  seems  to  have  been  too  long  set- 
tled, and  by  her  own  courts,  to  be  agitated  by 
England  now.  *  In  the  case  of  the  Louis,  Lord  Stow- 
ell,  in  delivering  judgment,  said  "that  no  author- 
ity can  be  found  which  gives  any  right  of  visitation 
or  interruption  over  the  vessels  and  navigation  of 
other  Stales  on  the  high  seas,  except  what  the  right 
of  war  gives  to  belligereiifs  against  neutrals." 
.  U  we  concede  to  England  the  right  of  visita- 
^01^  alone,  we  concede  the  right  of  search  along 


with  it;  there  is  nothing  but  a  flimsy  technicality 
separating  them  in  name,  while  in  practice  it  is 
entirely  dissipated.  Then,  by  whatever  deceptive 
and  alluring  name  ihe  powers^  or  rights,  conferred 
under  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  mutually 
upon  the  two  Governments,  may  be  called — the 
right  conferred  is  the  mutual  right  of  search^  to  be 
exercised  under  the  "orders  ofthetwo  Governments." 
The  British  minister  advised  our  Government 
that  all  further  pretensions  to  the  right  of  search 
were  abandonee!.  Whether,  by  this,  England 
meant  to  visit  our  ships,  irrespective  of  our 
wishes,  and  then  shelter  the  outrage  behind 
the  technicality  she  employed,  after  attaining  all 
the  substantial  ends  to  whichajearcA  would  lead; 
or  whether  she  designed  to  hold  the  one  in  terrot 
over  us  until;  by  treaty ^  we  should  surrender  th6 
other  to  her,  is  unknown.  But  certain  it  is,  that^ 
from  the  correspondenbe  between  Lord  Ashburton 
and  Mr.  Webster,  communicated  to  Congress  bjr 
the  President,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  SritisA 
minister  made  any  demand,  or  offered  any  negotia- 
tion,  to  our  Government,  Upon  the  subject.  It 
seems  that  his  Government  was  satisfied  with  his 
own  position;  while  that  of  America  became  the 
mover  of  the  proposition.  The  stipulation  appearsto 
have  been  the  free-will  offering  of  the  American 
Secretary  to  the  cupidity  of  England.  How  far  the 
fear  that  England  might  refuse  the  mutuality  of  the 
right,  unless  stipulated  for.  Controlled  the  conces- 
sion at  this  time,  is  only  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

The  correspondence  accompaning  the  treaty  dis- 
closes and  sustains  the  fact,  that  the  whole  of  the 
eighth  article  was  not  only  the  voluntary  conces- 
sion of  the  American  Government,  but  that  the 
right  of  search  ^/ras  the  concession. intiended  to  be 
made  to  the.  British  Government  by  the  terms  of 
that  article. 

In  the  year  1840,  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
between  the  officers  commanding  the  ships  of  each 
Government  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  providing  foi: 
mutual  co-operation  in  suppressing  the  slave-trade; 
and  that  co-operation  being  the  exercise  of  the  mu- 
tual right  of  search.  This  agreement  i^aa  disap- 
proved by  this  G6vernnieiit,  and  there  it  terminated. 
Pending  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  treaty, 
at  Washington,  the  Secretary  of  State  calls  upon 
the  officer  who  executed  this  agreement,  for  in- 
formation of  its  nature.  On  the  2d  of  May,  1843, 
Lieutenant  Paine,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Webster, 
says: 

"As  the  wish  of  the  Stale  Department  seems  to 
be  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  agreement  itself, 
and  the  action  of  myself  thereon;  and  as  I  wish  to 
forward  this  view  promptly,  I  shall  restrict  myself 
to  these  points,  commencing  with  the  agreement, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

'Commander  William  Tucker,  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  sloop  Wolverine,  and  senior  officer  on 
the  west  coast  of  Africa,  and  Lieutenant  J<^n  J. 
Paine,  commanding  the  United  States  schooner 
Grampus,  in  order  to  carry  into  execution,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  orders  and  views  of  their  respective 
Governments  respecting  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade,  hereby  request  each  other,  and  agree, 
to  detain  all  vessels  under  American  colors  found 
to  be  fully  equipped  and  engaged  in  the  slave-trade; 
that,  if  found  to  be  American  propertv,  they  shall 
be  banded  over  to  the  United  States  schooner 
Grampus,  or  any  other  American  cruiser;  and  that, 
if  found  to  be  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Brazilian,  or 
English  property,  to  any  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
cruisers  employed  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  so  far  as  their  re- 
spective laws  and  treaties  will  permit. 

^Signed  and  exchanged  at  Sierra  Leone  thi:i 
nth  March,  1840. 

'JOHN  S.  PAINE, 
*  Commanding  U.  S.  schr.  Grampus, 
*WM.  TUCKER, 
'  Command' g  H.  B.  M.  sloop  Wolverine,  4»c,*  " 

Comparing  this  agreement  with  the  eighth  ar* 
ttcle  of  the  treaty,  it  will  be  s^en  that  the  terms 
of  the  former  suggested  the  idea  of  those  of  the  lat- 
ter; and  ihepractice,  under  the  agreement,  leaves  ua 
no  reason  to  doubt  what  was  designed  by  the  par- 
ties should  be  that  under  the  treaty.  The  incorpo- 
ration of  the  principle  of  this  agreement  into  the 
treaty  the  adoption  of  the  stipulation  as  to  the  mode 
of  "effectually"  abolishing  the  slave-trade — ^shows 
an  abandonment  of  the  principles  hitherto  asserted, 
and  the  rights  before  maintained  by  our  Govern- 
ment, and  the  unconditional  surrender  to  England  of 
her  haughty  demand  of  the  risht  of  search  over  our 
vessels.    The  arrogance  oi  her  demand  is  miti* 
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gated  only  by  the  fact,  that  the  exercise  of  the  right 
is  .under  mtmicipal  regalatioos,  and  not  by  the  law 
of  nations. 

Upon  the  commnnication  of  this  agreement  to 
the  American  Government,  by  Lieut.  Paine,  Mr. 
Secretary  Paulding  replies  and,  after  remarking 
to  him  (PaineJ  that  "he  has  delegated  to  that  of- 
ficer (British)  the  right  to  seizt  vessels  under  Amer- 
ican colors,"  continues:  "Such  a  delegation  of 
power  is  not  only  unauthorized  by  your  instruc- 
tions, but  contrary  to  the  established  and  well-known 
principles  and  policj^  of  your  Government,  and  is, 
thieretbre,  not  sanctioned  by  the  department" — "the 

treat  object  of  the  co-operaiion  being  to  obviate  the 
iflScnhies  of  capture^  growing  out  of  assuming 
Portuguese.  English,  Spanish,  or  Brazilian  colors 
when  overhauled  by  an  American,  or  American 
colors  when  overhauled  bv  a  British  cruiser.  For 
this  purpose,  you  are  authorized  to  cruise  in  com- 
pany and  in  co-operation  with  any  British  vessel 
of  war  employed  on  the  slave-coast,  in  pursuit  of 
objjects  similar  to  ^our  own."  Lieut,  raine,  in 
communicating  this  disapproval  to  the  British  offi- 
cer on  the  27th  April,  1841, says:  "From  the  above 
extract,  you  will  see  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
at  Washington  is  careful  to  avoid  giving  counfe- 
nana  to  the  practiceof  detaining  American  vessels, 
even  though  they  be  slavers,  unless  by  American  ves- 
sels of  war.  The  best^  if  not  the  only  meaos  o(  co-ope- 
ration left,  would  seem  to  be  exchanging  informa- 
tion, or  cruising  in  company."  Another  proposi- 
tion was  made,  in  1841,  to  re-adopt  a  similar  agree- 
ment, which  was  refused  by  the  same  officer;  and, 
in  1842^  the  agreement  was  embraced  in  the  treaty 
atipulation.  So  far  as  the  President  and  Senate 
could  gOf  to  give  that  treaty  effect,  they  have  gone. 
.  It  now  remains  for  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
;  determine  whether,  by  an  appropriation  for  a 
\  squadron  on  the  African  coast,  they  too  will 
concur  in  the  relinquishment  of  that'  great  and 
inestimable  principle — our  absolute  immunity  from 
search.  EAgland  having  failed  to  bully  France 
into  its  surrender,  now  seeks  quietly  to  dupe 
the  American  Government  into  an  acquies- 
-cence  of  her  haughty  and  insolent  demands.  And 
shall  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people 
lamely  cower  before  this  impudent  pretension,  or 
ingloriously  embrace  the  dishonorable  terms  of 
peace  which  England's  self  esteem  has  prescribed] 
Shall  we  permit  the  citizens  of  our  Republic,  pur- 
saing  their  legitimate  callings  on  the  high  seas, 
to  be  pursued  by  British  cruisers— Captured,  de- 
tained, searched,  and  perhaps  carried  into  port, 
placed  in  dnress,  injured  in  their  business— all  for 
the  gratification  of  knowing  that  American  vessels 
of  war  might  be  permitted  to  treat  the  British  ves- 
sels in  the  same  mannerl  Never.  The  right  of 
search  is  a  belligerent  right,  which,  whenever  ex- 
ercised by  foreign  nations  towards  the  ships  of 
America,  is  a  just  cause  oi  war;  and  it  can  never 
be  surrendered  by  treaty  stipulations,  or  otherwise, 
without  dishonor  and  disgrace  to  the  national  char- 
acter. And  the  higher  duty  which  a  representa- 
tive of  the  American  people  owes  to  his  country. 
Is  promptly  to  reject  all  and  each  proposition  which 
seelts  to  give  effect  to  a  treaty  surrendering  so 
high  a  right. 

Why  the  arrogant  pretensions  of  England  to- 
wards the  shipping  of  America  should  be  so  readily 
and  cheerfully  acknowledged  by  our  Government,  is 
anaccoontable.  It  is  true,  she  has  interdicted  the 
slave-trade;  but  it  was  not  until  she  had  enriched 
her  subjects,  and  filled  the  American  colonies 
with  slaves  against  their  wishes.  She  has  made  the 
trade  piracy;  but  it  was  done  only  to  assimilate  her- 
self to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment, and  to  follow  its  example. 

The  British  nation  had  carried  on  the  slave- 
trade  for  two  centuries— not  only  to  supply  her  own 
colonies,  but  those  of  France  and  Spain.  Under  the 
first  Stuart  kings  of  England,  joint  stock-companies 
were  chartered  with  exclusive  privileges  for  the 
trade.  By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  British  traders 
were  entitled  to  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  in  the 
dominions  of  "his  Catholic  Majesty  in  America"—- 
"at  the  rate  of  4,800  negroes  yearly,  for  the  space  of 
thirty  years  successively."  On  the  accession  of 
Charles  II,  upon  the  representation  that  more  ne- 
groes were  needed  on  the  Brirish  plantations  in 
America,  he  "publicly  invited  his  subjects  to  the 
Hubscrlption  or  a  new  joint-stock  company  for 
receiving  and  carrying  on  the  trade  of  Africa." 
In  1703,  the  State  of  Massachusetts  imposed  a  heavy 
duty  on  the  imporution  of  slaves;  in  1767,  they  at« 
"Mnpiodto  estabUshadmy  equivalent  loprohibitioa, 


which  was  defeated  by  the  conneil  esfablished  by 
the  Crown.  The  Colonial  Legislatures  of  Penn-' 
sylvania  and  New  Jersey  attempted  to  interdict 
the  trade  by  similar  duties;  but  toeir  enactments 
were  rejected  by  the  Crown.  Virginia  petitioned 
the  Crown  to  remove  alLrestralnts  from  the  gover- 
nors of  that  colony,  inhiniting  their  assent  to  laws 
checking  the  slatre-trade;  and  so  indignantly  was 
this  respectful  petition  treated,  that  no  answer  was 
given  to  it. 

Upon  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  1776, 
the  American  Cohgress  passed  a  resolution  against 
the  purchase  of  slaves  imported  from  Africa. 
Upon  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  the 
importation  ot  slavesafter  1st  Januanr,  1808,  waspro- 
hibited.  In  1794,  Congress  passea  a  law  subject- 
ing to  fine  and  imprisdnmeni  any  American  citi- 
zen who  engaged  in  the  A.fricaa  slave-trade;  and 
in  1807,  a  law  was  passed  carrying  into  effegt  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  prohibiting  the  African 
slave-trade. 

The  American  Government  interdicted  the  for- 
eign slave^rade  thirteen  years  before  Great  Britain: 
they  had  made  it  "punishable  as  a  crime"  some 
years  before;  and  made  the  period  of  non-impor- 
tation into  the  Union  fotir  years  earlier  than  that 
assigned  by  Great  Britain  for  htr  colonies.  Why, 
then,  is  it  that  America  must  yield  so  much  to  this 
eleventh  hour  convert  against  the  African  slave* 
tradel — that,  proud  and  insolent  as  sheis,  her  haugh- 
ty and  arrogant  officers  shall  arrest  our  vessels  on 
the  high  seas,  open  their  hatches,  muster  their 
crew,  inspect  (heir  papers,  overhaul  their  cargo, 
and  treat  with  contumely  and  contempt  the  humbly 
but  nobly-born  American,  to  know  whether  he  is 
violating  the  laws  of  America,  as  a  pirate  and 
thiefl    Is  snch  contumely  as  this  to  be  bomel 

It  was  not  until  after  the  peace  of  1814  that  this 
right  of  search  was  first  agitated  as  the  onlv  effec- 
tual means  of  suppressing  the  slave-trade.  In 
1816,  it  was  admitted  by  Lord  Castlereagh  that  the 
right  of  search,  being  a  belXigtrtni  rights  had 
ceased  with  the  war;  and,  if  only  one  State  resisted 
the  right,  it  could  not  be  exercised .  against  her. 
In  1818,  an  application  was  made  to  the  American 
Government  to  surrender  this  right  by  treaty. 
The  proposition  was  met  with  signal  ability,  and 
repelled  most  properly,  by  the  then  Secretary  of 
State,  John  Cluincy  Adamsi    • 

In  conclusion  of  his  reply,  hesajrs:  "The  search 
by  foreign  officers,  even  in  time  of  war,  is  so  ob- 
noxious to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  This 
country,  that  nothing  could  reconcile  them  to-an 
extension  of  it,  however  qualified  or  restricted,  in 
time  of  peace."  And  it  is  very  much  dounted 
whether,  at  this  iime^  such  a  practice  is  less  repul- 
sive to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Notwithstanding  the  treaty  of  Ghent  was 
made  in  1814,  yet  op  to  this  time  no  British  states- 
man has  ever  dared  to  assert  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  search  upon  American  vessels,  except  in 
time  of  war;  and  then,  as  a  belligerent  right  only. 
In  the  year  1824,  a  convention  between  England 
and  the  United  States  *was  held,  which  provided 
for  the  mutual  right  of  search  and  visitation  under 
a  variety  of  restrictions  and  regulations:  which 
failed  to  be  ratified  on  account  of  causes  other  than 
those  growing  out  of  the  exercise  of  this  right. 
During  this  negotiation,  no  intimation  was  made 
of  the  ri^ht  of  visitation  and  search  on  the  high 
seas,  in  time  of  peace,  for  any  purpose  independ- 
ent of  compact.  So  late  as  the  year  18^,  it  was 
avowed  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  British 
Parliament,  that,  as  to  "searching  vessels  of  the 
United  States  for  papers,  die,  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  that  power  would  decidedly 
resist  any  such  attempt  on  our  part.'' 

No  longer  ago  than  January,  1840,  the  British 
Government — in  addressing  the  Havtien  Govern- 
ment upon  the  subject  of  a  law  passed  by  it  in  1839, 
providing  that  any  vessel,  wnether  Hajrtien  or 
otherwise,  found  in  the  act  of  slave-trading,  should 
be  seized  and  brought  into  a  port  for  adjudication — 
held  this  language:  "Now,  Hayti  has  undoubtedly 
a  full  right  to  make  such  an  enactment  about  her 
own  citizens  and  ships;  but  her  Majesty^s  Qovern- 
menit  apprehend  that  Hajrti  has  no  Aghi  to  legidaU 
for  the  ships  and  subjects  or  citizens  of  other 
States."  "That,  in  time  ofpeace^  Ho  ships  belong* 
ing  to  one  State  have  a  right  to  search  and  detain 
ships  sailing  under  the  flag  of,  and  belonging  to, 
other  Stater,  without  the4>ermission  of  snch  States, 
which  permission  is  generally  signified  by  treaty: 
and,  if  Haytien  cnilsers  were  to  stop,  search,  and 
detain  xnerciunt  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  oi, 


and  belonging  to,  another  country,  even  thoartsQcii 
vessels  were  engaged  in  the  slave^rade,  the  StUi 
to  which  snch  v^sels  beloDged  would  have  nit 

? rounds  for  demanding  saHsfaeUon  and  rtpafaUg,^ 
rom  Hayti,  unless  such  State  had  preriomlT 
fiven  to  Hayti,  by  treaty,  the  right  of  search  tfid 
etentlon.*'  These  are  the  positions  Esgluid  is. 
sumes,  when  she  speaks  in  defence  of  ker  own 
rights  against  invasion.  When  she  invades^ 
rights  ofothers,  her  positions  are  shaped  tosoit  the 
occasion. 

it  was  only  as  late  as  the  year  1841  that  EarlaBd 
ever  asserted  this  right,  and  then  qaatiledlr. 
Lord  Aberdeen  says:  ''In  certain  latitoAss;  and  for 
a  particular  object,  the  vessels  referred  to  «tt 
visited— not  as  American^  but  either  as  British  vcg. 
sets  engaged  in  unlawAil  traffic,  and  earryifig  (he 
flag  of  the  United  States  for  -a  crimioal  Dtirpose;or 
Bx  belonging  to  States  which  have  ceded  the  right 
of  search  to  Great  Britain,  or  as  piratical  out- 
laws." Upon  this  visitation,  search,  capmre,  and 
detention  follow;  and  the  vessel  is  carried  into  port 
for  adjudication,  upon  the  discretion  of  a  Brafai 
officer,  and  before  a  British  court.  If,  upon  trial, 
it  proves  to  be  an  American  vessel,  and  eogi^ 
in  lawful  business,  she  is  discharged;  batEfietaod, 
having  the  right  to  search  her,  pays  neithenSeex. 
pensesof  detention,  nor  the  cost  of  suit;  and  these 
frequently  amount  to  as  much,  and  more,  than  the 
vessel  and  cargo  are  worth.  It  is  thas  thai  (he 
rights  of  our  citizens  are  prostrated  bj  Englaa^ 
and  who  may  not  see  the  policy  she  might  have  la 
view  by  thus  acting,  when  she  sought  to  mooo^ 
olize  the  commerce  of  any  country,  and  to  drive 
our  vessels  from  iti  And  the  only  renmDeratkiB 
which  our  Goiremment  or  its  citizens  reeeire  from 
this  outrage,  is  the  assurance  that  Eoglafid  did  sot 
visit  this  vessel  as  an  Am/erican  vessHI 

And  now,  under  these  circumstances,  with  sod 
a  weight  of  authority  to  sustain  us— as  thooghthe 
act  was  too  shameless  to  bear  its  avowal  opnlr, 
by  an  introduction  in  a  treaty— this  important  li^ 
of  search  has  been  surrendered  to  the  power  ad 
discretion  of  the  Executive,  to  be  bartered  awarto 
England,  under  his  orders,  for  a  correspoadiB; 
right  from  the  British  Gk)vemment!  TheGowa- 
ment  of  the  United  States  has  gone  farther  than 
any  other  nation  in  suppressing  the  African  shrfr 
trade.  It  was  in  the  advance  in  declaring  it  ]Rn^ 
cy,  audit  has  ever  been  a  matter  of  desire  to  in- 
duce other  nations  to  attach  the  ponishmeDt  aod 
odium  of  the  crime  to  the  act.  ButtbeUoDed 
States  desired  to  protect  her  citizens  agaiostthe 
possibility  of  abuse;  and,  in  doing  so,  it  was  ooly 
necessary  to  distinguish  between  piracy,  asanv- 
nicipal  regulation,  and  as  a  crime  against  the  lavs 
of  nations.  We  have  ever  adhered  to  the  diflerence 
of  rights  created  by  this  diflerence  in  pfm]ft 
The  offender  against  our  laws  is  subject  to  be  tried 
in  our  own  courts  alone;  and  the  right  to  search 
our  vessels  on  the  high  seas  belongs  to  no  other 
people  on  earth  but  the  officers  of  our  Oowranwi; 
and  its  exercise  by  any  other  must  and  will  be  re- 
garded as  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right,  and  vill 
be  treated  accordingly. 

The  utmost  that  the  law  of  nations  has  e«r 
warranted,  or  justified,  was   the  right  of  pw 
armed  vessels  cruising    for  pirates  on  the  hjgh 
(seas,   to    the    mere    amhority   of   approachhy 
'  suspicious   vessels  for  the  purpose  of  a.sccmS»- 
ing  their  real  character,  by  any  means  short  of  » 
tnal  visitation   and   search.    If  the  vessel  shoaM 
prove  to  be  engaged  in  illegal  trade,  under  the  lawt 
of  nations  the  search  is  justified;  but  if,  on  the  ««• 
trary,  sheis  engaged  in  lawful  pursniis,  the  jwt- 
ation  is   illegal,   the  search   unjustified,  and  the 
party  performs  both  at   the  hazard  of  ^.<^J"*! 
quences.    These   are  the    grounds  on  which  the 
American  Government  has  always  stood,  aM  al- 
ways been  justified,  even  by  Englaad  herself,  ex- 
cept when  her  interests  were  diflcrent.   And  ao» 
the  plain  question  presents  itself— whether  we  stet 
abandon  these  high  and  noble  grounds  at  the  m- 
lent  dictation  of  Englandl    Why  sboald  «aWH 
don  ihemi    Have  our  vessels  been  engaged  iBtM 
slave-trade   to  such  an  extent  that  extraarit^enf 
measures  have  to  be  resorted  to,  to  stop  ^^.PJ*^' 
cal  businessl  No.   For  many  years,  I  am  infonao, 
no  American   vessel  has  been  thus   empltjw. 
\  Why,  then,  when  our  treaty  stipulations bareWJ 
I  observed  with  a  religious  faith— when  our  ww 
I  have  never  been  engaged  in  the  violatiM  of  w 
;  laws  of  our  own  Government— why  is  «^'"5 
-  lawsof nations  aretobe  wholly  revolaiio!«ied,iw 
the  rights  of  cor  citizeDs  ca  the  high  seas  titn* 
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JM  under  foot  by  the  iDi^olence  of  British  officers^ 
t  is  too  much  the  character  of  AmericaDS  to 
bear  injuries  while  they  are  tolerable,  than  promptly 
to  resent  them  when  offered.  England  knows  thisj 
and,  by  a  gradual  usurpation  ol  our  rights,  she 
hopes  to  aiij^in  all  she  demands;  protesting  that  she 
intends  us  no  indignity,  but  all  the  while  heaping 
insQlt  upon  injury. 

From  the  speech  of  Sir  Robert  Pee),  in  the  Brit- 
ish parliament,  we  are  plainly  told  what  the  Amer- 
ican Government  may  expect.  Tht  right  of  visit- 
o^t^be  says,  has  not  and  will  not  be  surrendered 
by  his  Qovernment.  He  speaks  truly  when  he  says 
ao;  the  treaty  guaranties  it  to  him.  But  he  as- 
sames  a  loftier  ground  than  this;  and  tells^ou  that 
be  holdfi  it  by  higher  authority,  and  intenus  to  ex- 
ercise it.  1  suppose  that  Kneland  will  exercise  the 
right  just  whensoever  she  pleases.  Not  withstand- 
ing she  has,  time  and  again,  said  that  no  such  right 
existed,  or  should  be  exercised  towards  her  vessels, 
she  will  assert  it  and  exercise  it  towards  <>ttr  ships. 
Let  her  do  it:  but  the  first  footstep  made  on  our 
vessels  by  her  officers,  to  carry  out  her  asserted 
right  of  visitation,  will  be  with  me  a  sufficient 
cause  for  vrar ;  and  I  would  vote  forthwith  a  dec- 
laration of  war  against  her.  And  while  I  will 
not  vote  one  gun  to  carry  out  this  abominable 
treaty,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  one  thousand  guns 
for  the  African  coast,  to  show  England-  that  she 
skaU  not  tread  the  deck  of  the  most  worthless  ves- 
sel io  oar  whole  commercial  marine. 

I  know  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  arouse  the  pub- 
•lie  mind  against  the  insidious  encroachments  of 
Sogkuul  upon  our  rights.  The  great  mass  of  our 
people  ar«  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  injuries 
sustained  by  our  seafaring  people,  in  subjecting 
them  to  England's  vis^itation.  Already  do  we  hear 
it  proclaimed  that  Bri^sh  officers  should  be  permit- 
tsd  to  visit  American  ships,  to  see  that  they  are 
not  engaged  in  illicit  trade.  But  apply  this  princi- 
ple to.  the  humblest  citizen  in  this  republic— sub- 
jecting his  doinicil  to  visitation — ^and  war  would 
ijsllow  forthwith.  The  deck  of  an  American  ship 
is  American  territory.  Who  dares  invade  it,  as 
England  proposes  to  dol 

Were  a  British  officer  to  enter  the  dwelling  of  an 
American  citizen,  and  upon  American  territory, 
to  demand  proof  of  his  occupation,  his  pursuits, 
aad  purposes,  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  information 
wholly  unsatisfactoiy,  to  proceed  to  search  his 
dwelhng,  Co  ascertain  whether  he  concealed  stolen 
foods,  or  murderers,— where  is  there  a  man  who 
wonld  not  step  boldly  forth  to  punish  the  aggression? 
Nay,  who  would  not  raise  his  voice  for  war  against 
that  government  which  would  thus  insult  and  in- 
jare  our  citizens?  And  yet  England  does  all  this, 
and  more,  towards  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  high 
seas;  and  we  tamely  acquiesce  in  it  all.  Why 
should  we  be  less  jealous  of  the  rlghts-of  the  mar- 
iner than  we  are  oi  those  of  the  landsman?  The 
futetion  oi  the  right  of  search  is  an  abstruse  ope— 
^til  little  thought  of,  and  less  studied,  by  our  people. 
But  it  should  be  brought  to  the  reflections  of  every 
mind;  «nd,' when  this  is  done,  there  is  no^fear  as  to 
the  result.  We  are  a  great  agricultural  people. 
Our  agriculture  is  rendered  valuable  by  our  com- 
merce, which  bears  our  cotton,  wheat,  and  bread- 
8tu&  to  %very  civilized  nation.  Our  manufac- 
tures are  begmning  to  compete  successfully  with 
those  of  the  British  nation,  in  many  countries. 

America  is  England's  hated  and  feared  rival: 
and  now,  to  sweep  our  commerce  from  the  seas, 
tod  monopolize  it  with  the  vessels  of  her  own  sub- 
jects, has  become  the  great  object  of  solicitude  by 
the  British  Crown.  Our  vessels,  wherever  found, 
are  to  be  rnsOed,  as  a  matter  of  right.  If  the  Amer- 
ican is  not  most  obsequious  to  the  impudent  and  in- 
solent demand  of  the  British  officer,  as  a  marrer  of 
rights  his  vessel  is  to  be  searched.  If  everything 
OB  board  does  not  suit  the  notions  of  the  officer— 
"Who  enters  the  ship  with  a  determination  not  to  be 
suited— as  a  matter  of  rights  the  vessel  may  be 
seized,  carried  into  port,  and  tried  before  a  court, 
(all  as  a  matter  of  right,)  and  the  American  mined 
ny  Che  burden  of  costs,  the  delays,  and  injuries  to 
Ms  business.  And  all  this  is  justified^  because 
England  .had  the  right  to  visit  the  ship,  and  these 
were  the  consequences  of  the  vislL  Ko,  sir :  place 
this  riffht  of  eeatch  where  the  law  of  nations  has 
placed  it;  that,  if  you  put  foot  on  an  American 
deck,  you  do  it  at  the  hazard  of  the  consequences: 
and,  if  we  permicyou  to  do  it  with  impunity,  it  will 
be  a  matter  of  grace  firom  us,  and  not  of  right  on 
your  part.  Maintain  your  old  groimd,  aiid  yon 
will  preserve  and  piotccc  your  oomiaercoi  biu 
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yield  to  England  what  she  de1nands^  and  your  com- 
merce will  he  destroyed :  for  your  people  will  not 
engage  in  it,  when  almost  certain  ruin  awaits  their 
enterprise  and  industry.  Eventually,,  we  shall 
have  to  choose  between  a  ruined  commerce  and  a 
war. 

A  diffisrent  view  seems  to  have  been  taken  of  the 
character  and  effect  of  the  concession  made  to 
England  by  the  United  States,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  In  his  message  communicating 
the  treaty  to  the  Senate,  he  says  that,  by  its  stipula- 
tions, no  change  has  been  made  in  the  law  of  na- 
tions; but  that  each  nation  is  left  to  execute  its  own 
laws,  separately  and  independently  of  the  other. 
Conceding  the  construction  assumed,  we  find,  in 
the  reasons  assigned  for  this  new  arrangement,  as 
much  cause  for  national  dishonor  as  would  be  en- 
tailed by  the  surrender  believed,  in  fact,  to  have 
been  made.  The  President  says:  "The  treaty  obli- 
gations subsisting  between  the  two  countries  for 
the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade,  and  the 
complaints  made  to  this  Government  within  the 
last  three  or  four  years — many  of  them  but  too 
well-founded — of  the  visitation,  seizure,  and  deten- 
tion of  American  vessels  on  that  coast  by  British 
cruisers,  could  not  but  form  a  delicate  and  highly 
important  part  of  the  negotiations  which  have  now 
been  held.  —"Interference  with  a  merchant  vessel 
by  an  armed  cruiser,  is  always  a  delicate  proceed- 
ing, apt  to  touch  the  point  of  national  honot,  as 
well  as  to  afiect  the  interests  of  individuals.  It  has 
been  thought,  therefore,  expedient— not  only  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but,  at  the  same 
lime,  as  removing  all  pretext,  on  the  part  of  others, 
for  violating  the  immunities  of  the  American  flag 
upon  the  seas,  as  they  exist  and  are  defined  by  the 
law  of  nations— to  enter  into  the  articles  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate." 

Thus  it  seems  thai  the  right  of  search,  as  prac- 
tised by  England  upon  our  vessels,  was  regarded  as 
of  such  greai  importance,  as  to  constitute  a  mate- 
rial subject  of  negotiation.  It  was,  indeed,  a  cause 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, and  had,  before  this  negotiation,  been  made 
a  subjera  of  special  representation  to  the  British 
Government.  We  have  seen  how  it  was  received, 
and  what  special  pleading  resorted  to,  to  justify  it 
in  the  past,  and  to  affirm  and  sustain  its  repetition 
in  the  future  And  now,  to  avoid  that  repetition^ 
(which  no  denial  of  the  right,  on  our  part,  could 
check,)  our  Government  formally,  and  for  that  rea« 


regarded  by  England,  we  are  compelled  "to  enter 
into  the  articles"  of  the  treaty,  to  secure  their  re- 
cognition in  the  future. 

Under  such  circumstances  as  those  which  sur- 
rounded our  Government,  (the  full  extent  of  whidi 
was  known  to  ns,.)  in  what  manner  did  it  become  a 
nation,  iealons  of  her  honor  and  self-respect,  to 
act?  When  we  recollect  that  the  treaty  oi  Ghent, 
under  which  our  obligations  arose,  had  been  in 
existence  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centnrvT-that 
England,  during  nearly  all  that  period,  hm  never 
asserted  the  right  which  she  now  pretends  to— that 
no  such  stipulation  as  the  one  now  adopted  was 
ever  before  proposed  in  anv  treacy,  ana  that  no 
necessity  was  ever  presumed  before  to  exist  for  its 
adoption, — when  our  Government  had  been  in- 
sulted by  England's  past  conduct,  and  was  now 
menaced  by  her  present  altitude— ihere  was  no  other 
alternative  left  to  the  American  Government,  but 
an  unqualified  refusal  to  listen  to  any  terms  of  ne- 
gotiation as  to  the  right  of  search,  or  of  any  substitu- 
tion for  i^  There  was  but  one  course  which  our 
Government  could,  in  honor,  pursue:  and  that  was. 
to  say  to  England  that  the  right  of  visitation  ana 
search  did  not  belong  to  her,  and  that  she  should  not 
exercise  it  over  onr  veasels.  Instead  of  adopting 
this  course,  however,  tarms  of  compromise  are 
adopted,  by  which  the  United  States  agree  to  main- 
tain a  squadron  of  not  less  than  80  guns,  for  five 
years,  on  the  African  coast,  and  longer,  if  neither 
Government  object,  at  an  annual  cost  of  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  is  the  price  we 
pay  England  for  her  impudent  pretensions;  and  the 
tribtUe  wo  render  her  for  suspending  for  the  time 
the  haughly  power  she  assumes,  to  reign  mistress 
of  the  seas.  This  is  what  our  country  gains  in 
point  of  honor — our  vessels  acquire  a  greater  im- 
munity, in  bein^  exempted  from  the  visitations, 
fiearches,  detentions,  and  insults  of  the  British 
craisere,  during  that  time.  The  country  would 
^l(tb«f  ^▼A  P^d  KiUioM  for  the  defieace  of  its 


rights,  than  to  have  contributed  one  cent  to  buy  its 
peace  from  England.  And  a(\er  the  period  stipu- 
lated, should  either  Government  recede  from  the 
further  continuance  of  this  tribute,  England  is  re- 
mitted back  to  her  original  assumption  of  right, 
strengthened  by  the  stipulations  of  this  treaty.  And 
whensoever  she  shall  think  fit,  her  arbitrary  wilt 
will  be  emboldened  to  demand  itew  terms,  and  to 
exact  more  rigorously  a  compliance  with  her 
haughty  re|)uisitions.  The  postponement  of  the 
issue  promised  through  the  homage  of  this  tribute, 
is  but  weakeninfif  an  established  and  indisputable 
right.  Now  is  the  time  to  settle  that  issue*,  now  is 
the  hour  when  Elngland  should  be  made  to  know 
that  the  rights  of  American  merchants  and  sea- 
men, on  the  high  seas,  should  be  respected  by  her. 
No  temporizing  policy  should  be  resorted  to,  for  a 
momeni;  no  paltering  with  the  nation's  interest 
should  be  countenanced,  to  gain  a  temporary  ouiet. 
An  American  Congress  desires  to  speak  out  bold- 
ly and  decidedly  as  to  our  rights;  to  renounce  this 
stipulation:  to  assume  the  grounds  always  before 
maintainea  by  national  honor;  and  to  allow  no  in- 
terference from  England  or  elsewhere. 

If  it  were  respecifiil  to  ourBclve^  to  debate  the 
course  of  England,  aAer  the  termination  of  that 
period,  limiting  the  payment  of  our  tribute,  I  should 
say  that  there  was  no  guaranty,  alter  all  the  money 
we  have  paid  her,  and  all  the  huoiility  we  had 
shown  to  her,  that  we  would  not  again  have  causes 
of  complaint  "of  the  visitation,  seizure,  and  deten- 
tion of  American  vessels  by  British  cruisers." 
There  is  no  assurance  that  we  should  not  be  con^ 
pelled  again  to  treat  with  her,  and  that,  too,  under 
circumstances  of  deeper  humiliation  than  those 
which  attended  the  late  treaty.  But  I  feel  no  dis- 
posiiion  to  entertain  any  such  proposition.  I  re- 
nounce now,  and  atall  times,  the  terms  of  submission 
which  extort  the  tribute  from  our  people;  and  per- 
emptorily refuse  the  execution  of  a  treaty  so  dis- 
creditable to  the  patriotism  and  the  honor  of  the 
country.  With  one  code  of  national  law,  under 
which  she  enforces  protection  to  her  own  citizens 
when  assailed— with  another,  by  which  she  extorts 
the  surrender  of  similar  rights  from  other  nations — 
through  her  diplomacy  in  both— she  has,  in  her  re- 
cent negotiations,  left  the  American  Government 
the  mere  creature  of  subserviency  to  her  will. 

Conceding  to  the  Executive  the  truth  of  his  own 
con&cruction  of  this  ill-starred  treaty,  that  itaatipu- 
latlons  were  dictated  for  the  purpose  of  "removing 
all  pretext"  on  the  part  of  England  for  violating 
the  immunities  of  the  American  flag  upon  the 
seas"— yet  it  is  from  the  fact,  that  it  is  9i  treaty 
stipulation  to  purchase  our  exemption  from  viola- 
tions of  the  ^^immunities  of  the  American  flag," 
and  that  we  have  to  bargain  for  the  recognition  of 
our  rights,  established  by  the  laws  of  nations,  that 
renders  its  support  by  the  representatives  of  the 
people  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due  to  our  com- 
mon country.  Our  Government  was  under  no 
oUigaJUon  to  stipulate  with  any  power  on  earth, 
how  the  "immunities  of  our  flag,"  and  our  rights 
under  the  laws  of  nations,  should  be  presenred. 
We  were  bound  to  place  the  honor  of  our  nation 
in  the  keeping  of  no  one.  If  theAmerican  people  are 
unable  to  preserve  both,  let  them  by  treaty  relapse 
into  a  state  of  pupilage  to  England;  if  we  are  want- 
ing in  gallantry  to  defend  our  flag,  let  it  be  desecra* 
ted  by  the  forbearance  of  England;  if  we  are  want- 
ing in  honor  to  execute  our  treaties,  let  England 
coerce  their  ezecution,  by  the  multiplication  of 
pledges.  But,  if  the  American  people  entertain 
yet  any  self-respect,  let  them  scout  a  treaty  which 
makes  \he  defence  of  the  one,  and  the  execution  of 
the  other,  a  matter  of  bargain  with  a  crowned  head 
of  Europe. 

Apart  from  the  surrender  of  the  great  principle 
involved,  by  an  appropriation  for  the  squadron  on 
the  African  coast,  is  tne  extravagantly  large  and 
unnecessary  expenditure  which  must  be  made  to 
meet  that  provision  of  the  treaty.  For  all  commer- 
cial purposes,  it  is  utterly  useless  and  unavailing. 
By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  made  to 
the  Senate  on  SOth  December,  1843,  there  will  be 
required  for  that  service  two  sloops  of  the  first 
class,  and  four  brigs  or  schooners— carrying,  In  all, 
84  guns.  The  cost  of  the  vessels  will  be  94S4,S42^ 
the  annual  expenses  of  every  kind  in  supporting 
the  squadron,  is  1(881,189.  This  squadron  is  to  be 
maintained  for  five  yean,  and  as  much  longer  as 
desirable;  and  until,  on  our  part,  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  shall 
order  its  discontinuanee.  The  annual  eznendi- 
I  tuMb  for  the  five  yean  will  umQunt  to  $1,406,910; 
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which,  added  to  the  orieinal  cost  of  the  vessels, 
makes  an  expenditare  of  $1^830,152.  From  the 
unhealthy  character  of  the  station,  and  the  great  ex- 
posure to  disease,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  one- 
eighth  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  on 
board  will,  either  in  person  or  their  families,  be 
made  pensioners  on  the  treasury  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  number  of  men  (including  officers)  to 
be  employed  on  the  station  is  708.  The  commerce 
M  hicb  this  disproportionably  large  squadron  is  de- 
signed to  protect,  is  insignificant  in  the  extreme. 
From  the  commercial  report  for  twelve  months 
«nding  the  30th  S^tember,  1841,  it  appears  that 
there^was  inoported  into  the  United  States,  from  Af- 
rica, $408,955  of  merchandise;  during  the  same 
time,  the  total  amount  of  exports  to  that  country 
was  $636,768— making  a  commerce  of  $1,045,721 
The*  actual  cost  of  the  ships  exceeds  the  whole 
amount  of  the  importations;  and  the  annual  ex- 
pense exceeds  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  commerce. 
Bill  the  amount  of  commerce  stated  includes  the 
whole  of  all  Africa— that  on  the  Mediterranean 
Avhich  is  by  far  the  greatest  portion)  as  well  as 
uiat  on  the  eastern  coast;  and  it  is  doubted  whether 
that  which  it  is  designed  especially  to  protect  would 
amount  to  ten  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount;  and 
whether  the  annual  expenses  of  the  squadron 
would  not  more  than  double  it  in  amount     That 

S onion  of  the  commerce  on  the  Mediterranean  is 
efended  by  a  squadron  now  there;  that  on  the 
eastern  coast,  by  the  Pacific  squadron. 

If  similar  protection  was  extended  to  our  commerce 
•elsewhere— assumingthat  the  whole  amount  of  that 
of  Africa  comes  from  the  region  to  be  covered  by 
oar  navy— the  annual  expenses  of  our  naval  estab- 
lishment would  greatly  exceed  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Hitherto,  the  £k>vemment  nas  not  found  it 
necessary  to  keep  upon  that  coast  more  than  one  or 
two  vessels  of  small  size.  England  has  of  late 
years  assumed  the  right  of  searching  all  that  were 
suspicious,  and  upon  no  occasion  has  an  American 
ship  been  found  engaged  in  the  piratical  slave-trade. 
Nor  does  any  information  reach  us  that  any  good 
or  bad  cause  exists  to  create  the  belief  that  our 
citizens  are  preparing  to  engage  in  that  trade.  Why, 
then,  has  this  very  sudden  and  very'laree  increase 
of  expense  been  added  to  our  national  expendi- 
tures! Is  it  10  furnish  a  fleet  to  aid  England  in  de- 
tecting the  vlllany  of  her  own  subjects,  and  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of 
ber  treasury^  Or  has  she  haughtily  menaced  us 
with  the  continued  practice  of  searching  oar  ves- 
sclsl  and,  as  terms  of  compromise,  andHo  ^*buy  our 
peace"  has  our  Government  surrendered  the  right 
— to  be  cloaked,  however,  by  its  mutuality  on  her 
part,  and  as  a  consideration  for  the  specious  cover- 
tng  which  veils  it,  stipolated  for  an  annual  tribute, 
to  be  famished  in  vessels  and.  meni 

Viewing  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  article  in 
whatever  light  possible,  no  other  conviction  can  be 
arrived  at,  than  that  to  give  it  validity  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Legislature  is  to  dishonor  the  Ameri- 
can name,  and  to  prostrate  the  interests  and  rights 
of  American  citizens. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  GIDDINGS, 

OF  OHIO. 
M  the  House  of  Bepresentativet^  February  13, 1843.— 
On  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  taken  upon 
the  final  passage  of  the  "bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  slaves  lost  from  on  board  the  Comet 
and  Encomium." 

The  Speaker  having  annoanced  the  question— 
Mr.  GIDDINGS  remarked  that  he  had  made 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  jast  taken,  more 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  character  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, than  with  the  expectation  of  preventing  its 
passage. 

I  have  (said  he)  moved  the  reconsideration,  more 
/or  the  purpose  of  absolvini^  myself  from  an  par- 
ticipation in  the  guilt  of  aiding  in  the  objects  con- 
templated by  its  framers,  than  with  the  hope  of 
saving  the  country,  and  this  Congress,  from  becom- 
ing participators  in  the  odium  justly  attached  to 
this  ^'execrable  commerce  in  human  beings."  I 
will  remark,  that  the  duty  which  now  devolves 
upon  me  has  resulted  from  th6  action  of  other  gen- 
tlemen. I  have  not  sought  it,  but  ii  has  been  forced 
upon  me.  I  call  the  House  and  the  country  ro  wit- 
ness, that  neither  now,  nor  on  any  former  occasion, 
have  1  unnecessarily  thrust  this  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  slave-trade,  upon  the  House.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  war  on  my  pan  has,  at  all  times,  been 


one  of  defence;  it  is  peculiarly  so  at  this  time. 
The  House  are  fully  aware  that  "a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  owners  of  slaves  on  board  the  Comet 
and  Encomium"  was  reported  at  an  early  period 
of  the  late  session.  It  directed  certain  pfllceis  of 
this  Government  to  institute  an  inquiry,  and  to  as- 
certain who  were  the  owners  of  the  persons  on 
board  the  slave  ships  Comet  and  Encomium;  and 
having  determined  upon  the  title  by  which  certain 
persons  owned  certain  other  persons,  such  officer  was 
to  pay  over  the  sum  of  more  than  seven  thousand 
dollars,  obtained  from  the  British  Government  by 
Martin  Van  Buren,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  John 
Forsyth,  paid  to  William  Selden,  Treasurer,  and  by 
him  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

Seeing  a  bill  reported  hj  one  of  the  regular  com- 
mittees of  thi?  House,  which  thus  plainnr,  upon  its 
face,  sought  to  encourage  the  slave-trade,  I  exam- 
ined the  subject,  so  far  as  to  satisfy  myself  that  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  President,  and  our  min- 
ister ai  the  Court  of  St.  James,  had,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  their  termination,  been  a  most  pal- 
pable violation  of  our  Constitntion,  and  ot  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  free  States,  as  well  as  a 
reproach  upon  our  national  character.  I  deter- 
mined to  oppose  its  passage  to  the  extent  of  my 
humble  ability.  It  came  up  on  several  days  allot- 
te.d  to  such  private  bills  as  were  not  objected  to, 
and,  as  often  as  it  was  called.  I  objected  to  its  pass- 
age; and,  on  being  appealed  to  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
who  reported  it,  I  assured  him  that' my  objections 
were  substantial  and  sincere,  and  that  in  no  way 
could  I  consent  to  the  passage  of  any  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  deal  in  human  flesh. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Stan- 
ly] came  to  my  seat,  and  requested  me  to  withdraw 
my  objections,  and  appeared  to  think  it  unkind  in 
me  to  persist  in  obstructing  its  passage.  Entertain* 
ing  a  fti^h  opinion  of  hu  liberality  and  courtesy,  I 
felt  anxious  to  satisfy  him  that  I  was  governed  by 
no  frivolous  objection.  I  stated  to  him  that  the 
money  had  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer  without  au- 
thority of  law,  and  coold  be  safely  withdrawn  with- 
out any  action  of  Congress,  for  it  had  never  been 
the  money  of  the  nation;  it  was  received  without 
our  sanction,  and  the  sureties  of  the  Treasurer  were 
not  holden  for  it:  and  that  we  had  no  legitimate 
control  over  it.  He  said  the  Treasurer  would  not 
take  it  from  the  treasury  without  a  law  for  that 
parpose.  I  stated  to  him  that  I  merely  objected  to 
staining  our  hands  in  the  guilt  of  that  transaction, 
and  that  no  one  desired  to  keep  the  money;  that, 
as  it  was  the  price  of  blood,  and  a  stain  upon  our 
national  character,  I  was  anxioas  to  get  rid  of  it; 
and  suggested  that  the  bill  might  be  so  amended  as 
to  avoid  any  objections  on  my  part.  He  asked  me 
to  draw  such  an  amendment,  and  I  did  so  at  my 
seat.  The  amendment  simply  authorized  the 
Treasurer  to  withdraw  the  money  from  the  treasury, 
without  committing  ourselves  or  the  nation  in  anv 
manner  to  its  further  disposition.  I  thought  this 
would  save  Congress  and  the  people  from  partici- 
pating in  the  gnilt  and  disgrace  of  t bis  slave-trading 
transaction,  and  would  save  the  dbcussion  into 
which  I  am  now  most  unexpectedly  forced,  with- 
out preparation,  and  under  circumstances  which 
render  my  efforts  hopeless.  The  gentleman  con- 
sulted with  his  colleagues,  and  agreed  to  the 
amendment,  which  he  subsequently  offered,  and 
which  was  adopted  on  his  motion:  and  without 
further  objection  the  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

*  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  form  of  the  bill,  as  it 
then  passed  the  House,  was  such  as  mecthe  views 
of  that  gentleman  and  his  friends,  as  well  as  of 
myself.  I  supposed  him  to  act  in  good  faith,  and 
had  not  the  least  suspicion  that  he  would  have  act- 
ed with  less  liberality  and  candor  toward  me,  than 
I  Jiad  manifested  toward  him.  But  for  his  appa- 
rent satisfaction  with  the  amendment,  I  should  have 
persisted  in  my  objections;  and  should  have  kept 
th'e  bill  in  committee,  where  it  would  have  been 
fully  diseus^ed,  and  its  merits  understood.  I  did 
not  then  expect  the  bill  to  come  here  in  its  present 
form;  bat  had  I  known  that  it  would  have  returned 
in  its  present  shape,  I  could  not  have  believed  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would  have 
attempted  to  prevent  the  expression  of  my  views  by 
springing  the  previous  question.  This  manage- 
ment has  created  in  me  some  unpleasant  emotions, 
for  it  comes  from  a  source  from  which  I  had  not 
expected  it.  However,  the  bill  was  sent  to  the 
Senate,  where  it  waa  amendtd,  by  stiikiog  oat  the 


whole  of  it,  and  restoring  the  original  as  it  was 
reported  to  this  House.  This  amendment  of  the 
Senate  came  up  this  morning  for  concncreoce,  and 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  obtained  the 
floor,  and,  after  brieflv  stating  that  the  money  was 
in  the  treasury,  and  that,  from  my  peculiar  views, 
I  was  opposed  to  its  passage,  but  that  no  other  mem- 
ber had  objections  to  the  bill,  he  called  for  the 
previous  question.  I  appealed  to  him  to  wiihdnw 
nis  call,  to  enable  me  to  state  my  objectiona.  This 
he  refused;  and,  in  so  doing,  has  forfeited  that 
claim  to  courtesy  which  I  supposed  him  to  posess. 
I  mean  nothmg  disrespectful  to  that  eenilemia 
when  I  say  that  I  had  not  authorized  him  to  state 
to  the  House  that  I  was  opposed  to  this  bill.  I  had 
never  constituted  him  the  exponent  of  my  Tiews. 

Aeain,  sir:  If  that  gentleman  intended  to  say 
that  I  was  the  only  member  who  entertained  objec- 
tions to  this  bill,  he  has  stated  that  which  he  was  not 
authorized  to  say.    Such  is  not  the  fact.  Other 

Sentlemen  were  anxious  to  state  their  objections;  bat 
is  adroitness  in  calling  the  previous  question  has 
denied  them  the  privilege,  which  I  have  saved  to 
myself  by  a  sort  of  legislative  stratagem,*  which, 
under  almost  any  other  circumstances,  I  would  not 
practise.    Having  done  this,  and  now  being  in  the 
legitimate  possession  of  the  floor  I  beg  leave  to  say 
to  the  House  that  it  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  QnD^ 
cessarily  to  call  up  impleasant  feeliogs  in  the  mind 
of  any  memben  yet  I  intend  to  speak  with  perfect 
frankness,  and  I  intend  calling  thmgs  by  their  right 
names,  without  circumlocution,  or  particular  deli- 
cacy, in  regard  to  this  slave-trade. 
^    We  are  called  on  to  interpose  the  supreme  pow- 
er of  the  nation  to  aid  the  pcScimiary  views  ot  cer- 
tain individuals  resident  in  this  District  and  vicin- 
ity, who,  in  I83I,  entered  into  a  commercial  apecn- 
lation  for  the  purchase,  exp9rtation,  and  sale  of  a 
certain  other  piortion  of  the  population  resident  here 
and  in  the  surroimding  country.    For  this  parpose 
thev  chartered  the  ship  "Comet,''  to  sail  from  Alex- 
andria to  New  Orleans  they  then  made  their  pur- 
chases of  men,  women,  and  children.    Here,  sr, 
insight  of  the  hall  in  which  we  are  now  sitting, 
and   in   full  view  of  the ''star-spangled  banner" 
which  floats   over  this   edifice,  consecrated  to  the 
maintenance  of  our  national  honor* and  human 
freedom,  they  examined  the  bodies,  viewed  tbepro- 
portions,  determined  upon  the  age,  and  fixed  the 
value   of  fathers,  mothers,   sisters,  biQothers,  and 
children.    Then  came  the  separation.    All  the  ties 
of  domestic  life  were  severed ;  the  child  torn  from 
its  parents;  brothers  were  taken,  while  ^rents  and 
sisters  were  left;  the  fond  mother  chained  to  the 
cofle.  and  forced  from  her  home  and  hearth  amid 
the  heart-rending  cri^  of  ber  child;  while  deep 
agony  and  bnutterable  an^ish    sat  upon  every 
countenance,  except  those  ofthe  slave-dealers,  who, 
without  a  pulsation  of  human  sympathy,  with  whip 
in  hand,  forced  their  drove  of  ''human  cbattek"oa 
board  the  slave  ship  lying  at  yonder  wharf,  in  plain 
vie^of  the  windows  m  trout  of  our  hall.   1  cannot 
say  what  was  going  on  here  when  these  unforta- 
nate  members  of  our  common  family  wer^tbrut 
on  board  that  ship,   and  each  took  his1aa,loD|, 
lingering  look  at  the  towering  dome  of  this  Capw 
tol — the  pride  and  ornament  of  our  nation.   Prob- 
ably some  Democrat  was  at  that  momeRt  expatia- 
ting upon  the  "inalienable  rights  of  maD"'np0B 
that  "largest  liberty ,**- so  constantly  the  theme  of 
their  party;  or,  pefad venture,  the  genileman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  was   demonstrating  to  this 
House  that  Congress   has  no  constitutional  right 
to  interfere  with  this  slave-trade,  upheld  by,  and 
carried  on  under,  an  act  of  Congress;  and  which 
we  are  called  on  to-day  to  encourage  and  snstain, 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  us,  in  this  Distnct. 
Whatever  was  the  business  here,  the  slaves  were 
driven  on  board;  the  sails  were  unfarled;  and  this 
ship,  crowded  with  "weeping  humanitv,"  tmder  the 

{guidance  of  her  piratical  master  and  those apcco- 
ators,  was  wafted  down  the  Potomac  oo  her  voy- 
age to  New  Orleans. 

But,  sir,  these  "women  buyers"  failed  to  accom- 
plish their  mercenary  purposes;  and  wearenov 
sitting  here,  gravely  legislating  to  enable  them  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  their  undertaking.  Yes,  sir; 
place  this  subject  in  whatever  attitnde  yosptoscj* 
throw  around  it  whatever  sophistry  yoo  cin-tje 
truth  will  be  developed  to  the  world,  that,  in  the 
year  1843,  an  American  Congress  sat  gravely  le- 
gislating for  the  benefit  of  "  slave^reedets"  m 

*Mr.  GiooiNM  voted  In  the  afflmMtiTei  oo  the  puMf^of  dj 
MIL  for  tlM  pttn>on  of  Diovlng  a  neoufdeFitlOQ,  whKfa  coo.^ 
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'*slaye-dealers."  Sir,  let  it  eo  upon  record.  Let 
the  archives  of  the  Dation  Dear  witness,  in  all 
coming  time,  that  two  hundred  and  forty-two 
American  statesmen  sat  in  this  ha)l,  deliberating 
upon  i^ranting  pecuniary  relief  to  persons  engaged 
in  that  traffic,  which  Jefferson  said  had  "reridered 
ns  the  scoff  of  infidel  nations."  But,  sir,  let  not 
my  name  be  lound  among  the  number  of  its  ad- 
vocates; let  not  ray  descendants  in  future  years  be 
called  to  blush  on  reading  the  record  of  this  day's 
proceedings.  Sooner,  far  sooner,  would  I  have  it 
Ktricken  from  the  records  of  this  House.  Yea, 
sooner  would  I  have  it  blotted  from  existence,  than 
see  it  placed  on  record  in  favor  of  ilie  bill  before 
ns.  Vet,  sir,  the  bill  will  pass,  and  become  a  law. 
My  personal  and  my  political  friends  will  vote  for 
it;  not  that  they  wouM  knowingly  and  considerate- 
ly aid  and  abet  those  who  live  and  become  rich 
upon  the  anguish  and  sufferings  of  mankind ;  but 
because  they  have  not  examined  this  subject,  and 
have  not  looked  into  the  effects  and  weighea  the 
conseouences  resulting  from  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  The  House  is  already  committed,  and  are 
impatient  at  the  delay  occasioned  by  my  remarks. 
Wnen  I  shall  close,  the  previous  question,  or  a 
call  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table, 
will  be  niade;  &nd  we  shall  be  dri^cen  on  to  the  con- 
summation of  a  deed,  in  contemplation  of  which 
my  soul  shrinks  back  with  horror.  But  I  proceed 
with  the  statement  of  i'acts. 

The.<9e  hucksters  in  human  flesh  voluntarily 
carried  their  cargo  beyond  the  line  of  this  District, 
and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  any  slave  Stale. 
The  slaves  thereby  became  free,  m  law.  The 
moment  they  crossed  the  line  of  the  slave  States, 
and  entered  upon  the  high  seas,  that  moment  they 
were,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  freemen.  That 
Boment,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  their  shackles  fell, 
and  they  stood  upon  the  deck  of  that  ship  clothed 
with  all  the  attribntes  of  Americans  and  of  free- 
men. I  state  this  as  a  le^^al  principle.  It  has  been 
substantially  so  decided  m  the  slave  States,  and  in 
the  free  States,  and  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  is  no  longer  to  be  denied  or  doubted. 
After  these  people  hadthus  become  tree  by  the  vol- 
untary action  of  ineir  owners,  and  when  they  were 
possessed  of  the  same  legal  and  moral  right  to  take 
their  former  owners  to  Africa,  and  sell  them  there 
as  slaves,  as  their  owners  had  to  carry  them  to 
New  Orleans  for  that  purpose,  they  were  suddenly 
shipwrecked  near  the  island  of  New  Providence, 
The  wreckers  carried  them  and  their  former  mas- 
ters to  Nassau,  where  they  all  landed,  atid  ^acb, 
as  he  had  a  legal  and  moral  right  to  do,  sought 
his  own  happiness.  Here,  sir,  was  the  misfor- 
tune from  which  we  are  called  on  to-day  to  relieve 
these  speculators — these  outlaws  from  human  sym- 
pathy. They  saw  their  fellow-men  escape  from 
their  grasp;  the  slaves  suddenly  became  transform- 
ed into  freemen.  The  owners  had  not  the  physical 
power  to  hold  them  in  subjection,  and  the  o|lcers 
of  the  British  Gfovprnment  would  neither  furnish 
bloodhounds  nor  slave-catchers  to  aid  them.  There 
they  stood  in  mule  astonishment,  contemplating 
the  immense  loss  they  had  sustained  in  this  loco- 
motive property — like  Milton's  devil  looking  into 
Paradise,  from  which  he  had  been-thrust.  The 
slaves  heeded  not  their  grief  or  entreaties,  but  went 
their  way  rejoicing  at  being  for  once  on  free  soil. 
Thus  closed  the  voyage,  and  these  dealers  in  the 
bones  and  sinews  of  their  fellow-men  made  their 
way  back  to  this  city,  and  applied  to  the  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  (Andrew  Jackson)  for 
the  influence  and  efforts  of  the  nation  to  help  them 
oat  in  their  contemplated  speculation  in  the  bodies 
of  men,  women,  and  children.  General  Jackson 
meekly  consented  to  become  the  agent  of  these 
slave-dealers,  and  to  act  the  part  of  an  agent  to 
transact  the  business  between  these  traffickers  in 
children  and  the  British  Government.  Unmind- 
ful of  his  high  station, and  of  the  honor  of  our  nation, 
he  condescended  to  become  the  solicitor  of  these 
Virginia  pirates,  to  urge  upon  Great  Britain  the 
payment  in  dollars  and  cents  for  American  free- 
men who  had  taken  up  their  residence  in  the  is- 
land of  New  Providence.  Sir,  Great  Britain  might, 
with  the  same  propriety,  demand  of  this  nation  a 
compensation  for  the  thousands  of  freemen  who 
)^ve  come  from  that  island  and  taken  up  their  res- 
idence among  us.  The  claim,  therefore,  was  with- 
out foundation;  and  the  assertion  of  it  was  fraudu- 
lent, from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  transac- 
tion.   Sir,  from  the  purchase  of  the  first  man  of 
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less  than  a  series  of  violations  of  truth,  of  moral-  I 
iiy,  of  honor,  and  of  the  Constitution.  Corruption 
has  marked  every  stage  of  its  progress,  and  base- 
ness has  characterized  those  who  have  aided  in 
carrying  it  forward.  The  whole  was  managed  by 
slave-breeders  and  slave-traders,  aided  by  "North- 
ern men  with  Southern  principles.'' 

The  executive  chair  was  tnen  filled  by  a  slave- 
holding  President.  He  sympathized  deeply  with 
those  dealers  in  mankind,  havingf^n  early  life  fol- 
lowed that  employment.  He  at  once  entered  into 
their  views,  and  espoused  their  cause.  The  claims 
of  humanity,  the  rights  of  the  free  States,  and  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  presented  but  slight  obstacles  to 
his  mind,  when  the  protection  of  slavery  was  con- 
cerned. Here,  sir,  is  the  point  at  which  the  obli- 
gation^  of  our  federal  compact  were  departed  from. 
The  President  had  no  constitutional  power  to  pros- 
titute our  national  influence  to  the  support  oi  this 
slave-trade  on  the  high  seas.  That  power  was  never 
delegated  to  him  nor  to  us.  I  deny  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  the  President  or  of  Congress  to  in- 
volve my  constituents,  or  the  people  of  my  State,  in 
(he  disgrace  of  this  slave- trade.  I  have,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  expressed  my  own  views  on  this 
point;  but  I  insist  that  it  is  time  for  Representatives 
on  this  floor  to  speak  out,  and  to  let  the  country 
understand  what  they  think  concerning  this  power 
exercised  by  General  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
I  desira  to  hear  from  gentlemen  of  the  North,  of 
both  psKties.  What  say  youl  Has  the  Federal 
Grovem^nt  the  constitutional  right  to  involve 
the  nation  in  a  war  to  support  this  slave-iradel 
Have  youihe  just  right  and  constitutional  power  to 
compel  your  constituents,  the  independent  electors 
of  our  free  States,  to  go  into  battle,  to  shed  their 
blood,  and  sacrifice  their  lives,  in  order  to  protect 
these  dealers  in  human  flesh,  while  they  pursue 
their  accursed  vocation!  Was  such  the  design  of 
those  framers  of  the  Constitution  who  spoke  or  this 
traffic  with  horror  and  execration*)  Is  there  a  mem- 
ber on  this  floor,  or  a  man  in  this  nation,  who 
would  cast  such  an  imputation  upon  Franklin,  or 
Madison,  or  King,  or  Wilson,  or  Ellsworthl 

Yet  all  will  aeree  that  if  General  Jackson  had 
the  constitutional  right  to  exert  the  influence  of  this 
nation  to  support  the  slave-trade,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Gtiremment  to  enforce  the  demands  of  the 
slave-dealers  on  board  the  Enterprise,  the  Hermosa. 
and  the  Creole,  even  at  the  expense  of  our  blooa 
and  treasure.  No  schoolboy  would  admit  that  our 
duty  would  be  limited  to  a  mere  demand  for  repar- 
ation; that  when  a  demand  is  made,  our  duty  to  the 
slave-dealers  ceases,  and  the  Government  is  to  be 
absolved  from  all  further  notice  of  their  interests. 
No,  sir,  such  docrine  would  be  too  absurd  to  merit 
refutation  by  argument.  If  we  assume  the  right 
and  the  power  to  maintain  this  traffic  to  any  ex- 
tent, it  follows  irresistibly  that  we  should  do  so  to 
all  extent.  If  we  have'  the  right  to  involve  the  na- 
tion in  the  disgrace  of  this  traffic,  we  have  the  same 
right  to  involve  them  in  the  expense  of  a  war  to 
maintain  it.  If  it  be  our  duty  to  disgrace  ourselves 
and  the  nation  by  passing  this  bill,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  slave-breeders  and  slave-dealers,  it  is 
equally  our  duty  to  demand  reparation  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  for  the  fifteen  thousand  fugitive 
slaves  now  in  the  Canadian  provinces,  and  to  en- 
force that  demand  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  If 
those  slave-breeders  and  stave-dealers  may  demand 
the  sacrifice  of  Northern  honor  and  Northern  prin- 
ciples to  aid  them-  in  'this  speculation,  they  may, 
with  equal  propriety,  demand  the  sacrifice  of  North- 
ern Jives  for  tne  same  ptirpose.  And  I  would  as 
soon  see  my  constituents  pierced  by  British  bayon- 
ets, as  to  see  the'ra  despoiled  of  their  honor,  by  a  ser- 
vile submission  to.  this  slave-breeding  influence, 
and  made  the  supporters  of  this  disgraceful  slave- 
trade. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  President,  in  his  official 
character,  entered  upon  his  new  duties  as  agent  for 
these  slave-dealers.  He  was  under  the  necessity  of 
employing  an  assistant  to  carry  on  the  negotiation 
which  he  was  about  to  open  with  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  in  order  "to  catch  the  negroes," 
or  obtain  pay  for  them.  He  appointed  as  an  assist- 
ant, resident  in  this  city,  Martin  Van  Buren,  who 
had  honorably  defended  the  rights  of  mankind  in 
the  councils  of  his  own  State,  but  who  now  conde- 
scended to  become  an  assistant  broker  in  this  slave- 
dealing  concern.  Although  a  Northern  man,  it 
became  the  boast  of  his  friends  that  he  possessed 
^'Southern  principles;''  and  he  soon  ^ve  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  of  bis  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his 
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bn>iness,  he  would  scarcely  have  discovered  more 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  slave-growers  and 
slave-traders  than  he  manifested  on  that  occasion. 
Anxiety  for  the  success  of  that  "execrable  com- 
merce'^ appears  to  have  been  uppermost  in  his 
mind,  ajidf  to  have  superseded  all  other  matters  of 
mere  State  policy.  Tne  overshadowing  imporianoe 
to  which  be  considered  this  matter  entitled,  was 
well  expressed  in  his  official  communication  to  our 
minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  dated  in  1836, 
in  which  he  says:  "In  the  present  state  of  our  diplo- 
matic relations  with  the  Government  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  the  most  immediately  pressing  of  the 
matters  with  which  the  United  States  legation  at 
London  is  now  cha|^ed,  is  the  claim  of  certain  citi- 
zeub  iigaiiist  Great  Britain  for  a  number  of  slaves, 
the  cargoes  of  thfe  three  vessels  wrecked  in  the  Brit- 
ish islands  in  the  Atlantic." 

We  then  had  a  controversy  with  Great  Britafn 
in  regard  to  our  Northeastern  boundary.  In  order 
to  protect  our  interests  there,  soon  after  the  date  of 
this  letter  Congress  provided,  and  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  President,  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and 
SLve  him  power  to  raise  fifty  thousand  troops.  Yet 
e  vast  interests  at  stake  in  that  quarter  and  in  the 
Northwest— for  the  maintenance  of  which  attempts 
are  now  making  to  expend  millions  of  money- 
were  all  matters  of  minor  consideration,  when  com- 
pared with  these  "cargoes."  Mark  the  language  of 
a  Northern  Democrat:  "Cargoes"  of  women,  "car- 
goes" of  men,  and  "mixed  cargoes"  of  humanity. 
This,  sir,  is  the  language  of  him  who  is  considered 
the  very  pa^on  of  Northern  Democracy;  of  him 
who  is  now^garded  by  one  of  our  great  political 
parties  as  the  very  embodiment  of  ortnodox  Democ- 
racy; and  who  is  destined,  by  the  magic  of  his  infla- 
ence,  to  prostrate  the  political  aspirations  of  the  tal- 
ented favorite  of  the  slave  Democrats  of  the  South. 
Sir,  will  ourDeinocratic  friends  at  the  North— those 
who,  with  the  patriots  of  '76,  hold  that  "men  are 
created  equal'-'— consider  this  language,  this  servile 
truckling  to  the  slave- breeding  interests,  as  a  suffi- 
cient passport  to  the  favor  of  this  nation^  Sir,  I 
wish  I  could  ring  the  question  in  the  ears  of  every 
member  of  that  party  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line.  I  would  point  to  this  language,  and  repoit 
Uie  interrogatory.  Sir,  I  may  be  led  to  confide  in 
the  honor  of  a  slave-holder;  but  a  "servile  dough* 
face"  is  too  destitute  of  that  article  to  obtain  cr^it 
with  me.  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  placed  the  evidence 
of  his  siervility  conspicuously  upon  th^  records  of 
bur  country.  There  it  will  remain,  and  will  be  re- 
garded as  an  enduring  memento  of^the  degeneracy 
of  the  age,  and  of  the  men  who  then  filled  our  pub- 
lic stations. 

With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  will  now 
call  their  attention  to  another  gentleman  who  fig- 
ured somewhat  conspicuously  in  carrying  on  this 
negotiation.  He,  sir,  was  bred  in  the  "Old  Do- 
minion"— where  fto  use  the  words  •  of  one  of  her 
most  talented  sonsS  "men  are  reared  for  the  mar- 
ket, like  oxen  for  tne  shambles."  It  was,  therefore, 
expected  that  hd  would  bring  to  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  assistant  agent,  resident  in  London,  all 
the  zeal  and  devotion  which  sub6e<)uently  charac- 
terized his  efibrts  to  subserve  the  interests  of  his 
employers.  I  refer  to  Andrew  Stevenson,  our  late 
minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James.  But,  sir,  I 
speak  of  him,  and  the  others,  as  agents  for  these 
slave  merchants,  for  the  reason  that  they  acted  as 
such.  When  thus  acting  without  any  constitution- 
al authority,  they  were  to  be  regarded  in  their  indi- 
vidual characters,  and  not  as  public  officers.  Had 
they,  or  either  of  them,  undertaken  to  act  as  the 
commission  agent  or  broker  for  a  band  of  pirates, 
we  should  not  have  considered  them  entitled  to  re- 
spect. Yet  they  possessed  the  same  constitutional 
authority  to  do  one,  as  they  had  to  perform  the 
other.  They  possessed  as  much  constitutional  right 
to  involve  the  people  of  the  fVee  States  in  any  other 
piratical  transaction,  as  they  had  to  involve  us  in  a 
slave-trading  negotiation. 

But,  sir,  I  have  not  time  to  go  into  detail,  lest 
that  hour  rule— which  I  regard  as  the  most  salutary 
rule  evei*  adopted  by  this  House— should  cut  me  off 
before  I  shall  have  fairly  entered  upon  the  subject 
before  me.  I  crave  the  attention  of  the  fViends  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  (if  he  has  any  upon  this  floor,)  and 
hope  they  will  defend  his  reputation,  so  far  as  truth 
and  justice  will  permit.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  Uie  following  extract  of  an  official  letter 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  addressed  to  Lord  PalmerstoD, 
dated  in  December,  1836,  and  to  be  found  in  Ben- 
ate  document  of  1837-'8,  in  i^hich  that  gentlemai^ 
says; 
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. "  Th9  undersigned  feeln  assured  that  it  will  only 
be^. necessary  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  the  pro- 
yjMiona  of  the  Consdtation  of  the  Uoited  States, 
and  the  laws  of  many  of  the  States,  to  satisfy  him 
of  the  existence  of  slavery,  and  that  slaves  are  re- 
njcded  and  protected  as  property;  that,  bjr  these 
Muws,  there  is,  in  fact,  no  distinction  in  principle 
^ween  property  in  persons  and  property  m  things; 
and  that  the  Government  have,  more  than  once,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  determined  that  slaves 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  even  in 
flk  state  of  war,  were  to  be  regarded  as  property, 
an4  not  as  persons,  and  the  C&vernment  held  re* 
sponsible  for  their  value." 

It  is  to  the  last  clause  of  this  extract  that  I  more 

gl^ticularly  desire  to  call  the 'attention  of  the 
ottse  ana  of  the  country.  In  that  claase,  Mr. 
JStevensoA  asserts  that  "the  Government  have  more 
than  once,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  determined 
titat  slaves  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  even  in  a  state  of  war,  were  to  be  regarded 
9&  property,  and  not  as  persons,  and  the  Govern- 
ment neld  responsible  for  their  value/'  Now,  sir, 
I.  have  bestowed  examination  and  thoaght  upon 
thia  subject,  and  know  well  what  I  am  about  to 
a^y.  And,  sir,  with  a  iull  knowledge  of  the  re- 
aponsibility  resting  upon  me,  I  say  to  the  House 
and  to  the  country,  and  to  the  British  ministry, 
(should  my  remarks  ever  meet  their  eyes,)  that 
this  official  declaration  of  Mr.  Stevenson  is  untrue 
a^ud  unfoimded.  It  was,  and  still  is,  a  misrepre- 
ae^tMion  of  the  character  of  this  Government— 
uninst  and  ofiensive  to  the  people  of  A  free  States. 
T{#t,  so  for  from  being  correct,  its  reverse  is  lit- 
C[ri)ly  true.  This  Government,  so  far  from  being 
kkf Id  responsible  for  the  value  of  slaves  killed  in 
the  pubhc  service,  in  time  of  war,  have,  from  its 
formation  to  this  aay,  distinctly  and  unitormly  re- 
fostd  such  payment.  And  I  say  to  the  gentleman 
who  made  this  assertion,  and  to  his  friend^  on  this 
floor,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed  that  be  was 
i|^orant  that  the  contrary  principle  is  fully  sanc- 
tioned and  sostained  by  documentary  evidence,  as 
I,  proved  to  this  House  a  few  days  since.  I  then 
GMled  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  report  drawn 
up  by  my  respected  predecessor,  (the  Hon.  Elisha 
Whittlesey,)  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  to  this  House  in  1831.  The  report  was  made 
i^p  the  memorial  of  Francis  Sarche,  who  owned 
a  fflave,  a  horse,  and  cart,  all  which  were  pressed 
into  the  public  service  at  New  Orleans  on  the  day 
of  th|e  great  battle  near  that  city.  The  horse  and 
slave  were  killed,  and  the  cart  was  destroyed  by 
cannon  shot,  and  Sarche  applied  to  Congress  for 
cpptpensation.  The  Committee  of  Claims,  com- 
ppsed  of  both  Southern  and  Northern  members, 
TC^rted  ananimously  against  paymg  for  the  slave, 
and  in  favor  of  paying  for  the  noise  and  cart.  The 
i^mmittee,  in  their  report,  say  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  records  of  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  found  that  slaves  bad  never  been  paid  for 
by  this  Government,  either  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  or  since  that  period.  The  report  also  refers 
to  several  instances  in  which  attempts  had  been 
ipade  to  pass  a  law  allowing  indemnity  for  slaves 
killed  in  the  public  service;  all  which  had  failed. 
I  then  stated  that  the  records  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  showed  distinctly,  that,  since  the  year  1794, 
(the  date  of  their  earliest  record,)  all  such  appli- 
cations, referred  to  that  committee,  had  been  re- 
jected without  exception.  It  is  not  a  little  remaik- 
aUe,  that  Mr.  Sievenson,  as  I  understand,  filled  the 
office  of  Speaker  at  the  time  when  this  report  of 
Mr.  Whittlesey  was  made.  I  am  not  informed  of 
the  lime  he  served  in  this  ball,  but  it  was  many 
yearn  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  it  is  a  most  ex- 
Uaprdinary  fact,  that  the  report  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  this  practice  of  Government,  should 
^have  escaped  bis  notice;  but  it  is  still  more  wonder- 
'fj4  that  he  should  have  assaned  the  existence  of  a 
practice  diametrically  opposed  to  the  uniform  ac- 
tio9  of  this  body  at  the  very  time  when  he  offi- 
ciated as  its  presiding  officer. 

I  return  to  the  prosecution  of  this  negotiation. 
Th^se  misrepresentations  were  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  British  ministry,  They  were 
not  familiar  with  the  distinctions  between  our  na- 
tional and  State  Governments,  as  was  well  re- 
marked the  other  dav  by  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  AdambJ  Mr.  Steven- 
son was  the  representative  of  this  Government,  and 
Lord  Palmerston  had  a  right  to  expect  all  matters 
,  of  far  1 10  be  truly  siated---particularly  so  far  as  the 
regulations  and  the  action  of  our  GovernQifnt 
were  comcemed.    Relying  upon  thesa  repiese&ta-  j 


i 


tions;  and  believing  this  to  be  a  Government  dedi- 
cated to  the  support  of  slavery  instead  of  liberty; 
and  impressed  with  the  full  conviction  that,  by  the 
laws  or  Congress,  slavery  upon  the  high  seas,  on 
board  of  American  vessels,  was  allowed  and  pro- 
tected, and  that  these  persons  were  in  truth  slaves, 
instead  of  freemen,  when  they  entered  the  port  of 
Nassau,  —the  British  ministry  agreed  to  deal  with 
us  as  they  do  vith  semi-barbarous  nations,  and  to 
pay  for  these  people  a  ransom  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling.  Before  the  money  was  ob- 
tained, Mr.  Van  Buren  was  installed  President  of 
the  United  Stales;  yet  he  continued  to  act  as  the 
agent  of  these  slave-dealers — for  such  he  evidently 
considered  himself.  The  money  was  not  paid 
into  the  treasury,  nor  was  Con|;ress  consulted  as  to 
the  disposition  of  the  fund;:;  it  was  kept  in  the 
custody  of  the  Executive,  wno  paid  it  out  as  his 
judgment  dictated.  But  to  whom  it  was  paid,  or 
ow  much  was  paid  to  each  individual,  1  believe 
we  have  not  the  means  of  determining — ^no  report 
having  been  made  to  either  branch  of  (Congress, 
except  a  report  of  the  amount  of  moneys  paid 
from  the  treasury  as  expenses  incurred  in 
transacting  the  business  for  these  slave-dealers. 
Thi;^  amount  was  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  State  Department,  and,  in  that 
shape,  came  before  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. This  money  came  from  the  pockets  of 
our  constituents,  and  was  paid  directly  for  the 
benefit  of  these  wholesale  and  retail  ipnders  of 
humanity.  I  attempted  to  make  some  remarks 
on  that  subject;  but,  as  it  was  then  held  to  be  a  sub- 
ject on  which  Congress  had  no  power  to  act,  I 
was  cut  short  in  the  expression  of  my  vl^s,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  approved  practice  under  our 
congressional  gag-rules. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  facts:  When  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  his  cabinet  were  about  to  retire  from  of- 
fice, the  Secretary  of  State  (not  of  ihe  Treasury)  had 
in  his  possession  spme  seven  thousand  dollars  of  the 
money  thus  extorted  bv  fraud  and  misrepresenta- 
tion from  the  British  Grovemment.  Mr.  van  Bu- 
ren^ not  having  fully  completed  the  business  in 
which  be  had  been  so  long  engaged  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  slave  merchants,  bequeathed  to  Wil- 
liam Selden,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the 
trust  of  closing  the  transaction.  The  money  was 
paid  to  him,  and  a  receipt  taken.  This  was  done 
without  any  authority  of  law  whatever,  and  the 
Treasurer  might  return  it  to  the  slave-owners  by  vir- 
tue of  the  same  authority  as  that  by  which  he  had 
received  it.  The  veriest  tyro  in  law  will  at  once 
see  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  who 
pleases  to  charge  the  Grovemment  with  moneys,  by 
making  a  deposite  with  the  Treasurer,  unless  it  be 
authorized  by  law;  no  such  law  existed  in  this 
case,  and  the  only  le^l  effect  wa.s  to  make  the 
Treasurer  liable,  in  his  individual  capacity,  as  trus- 
tee of  the  persons  who  fXKsess  the  real  uterest  in 
the  money.  Now.  I  think  it  perfectly  clear^  that  no 
action  whatever  or  Congress  was  necessary  to  au- 
thorize the  withdrawal  of  this  money  from  the  treas- 
ury. In  contemplation  of  law,  it  had  never  been 
there;  but  was  in  the  private  custody  of  Mr.  Sel- 
den. Yet  we  are  called  on  now  to  close  up  this 
slave-dealini^  agency  by  a  solemn  act  of  Congress: 
thereby  making  ourselves  and  constituents  partici- 
pants in  the  fraud,  the  moral  turpitude,  and  the 
crime  that  have  characterized  this  transaction,  fVom 
the  purchase  of  these  cargoes  up  to  the  time  of  pay- 
in|[the  money  to  Mr.  Selden.  They  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  the  money,  but  insist  that  we  shall 
share  in  the  disgrace  with  them.  They  remind  me 
of  a  drunkard  who  lay  wallowing  in  the  mud  and 
filth  of  a  f  utter,  when  a  friend,  who  was  passing 
by,  ofieredtopullhim  out;  he  rejected  this  ofier, 
but  insisted  that  his  friend  should  come  and  lie 
down  with  him.  If  my  friends  show  themselves 
willing  to  go  and  lie  down  with  these  slave  breed- 
ers, and  share  in  the  i^ral  filth  aiid  corruption  of 
this  slave-trade,  I  may  admire  their  kindness,  but  I 
cannot  approve  their  taste. 

I  had  lilce  to  have  omitted  all  notice  of  the  loss  of 
slaves  on  board  the  Encomium.  That,  too,  was  a 
slave  ship,  regularly  fitted  out  from  the  city  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina— a  city  which,  at  this 
time,  is  enjoying  as  profitable  a  commerce  in  man- 
kind as  any  other  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Indeed, 
I  believe  it  already  equals  many  of  the  refined  cities 
of  Africa  in  the  extent  of  its  s]ave4rade.  Should 
we  pass  this  bill,  and  contioue  to  pass  bills  hereaf- 
ter, ior  the  benefit  of  the  slave  .merchants  of  that 
city,  andat  the  saine  time  hang  all  who  e^g«»  izi| 
that  business  upon  the  Airipaji  co8st|  Cltarnstoa  * 


may,  at  some  future  day,  rival  efv«i  Ttmbnctw  in 
the  extent  and  splendor  of  its  slave-markets  a^ 
other  embellishments.  This  vessel,  I  t^elieve  «^ 
fitted  out  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  tiiri^ 
three;  she,  too,  was  lost,  and  the  slaves  escaped  lii 
the  same  manner  as  those  on  b6ard  the  Comet 
The  owners  applied  to  the  President,  who  es- 
poured  their  cause  also.  Their  demand  was 
pressed,  and  the  money  obtained  in  the  same  way 
and  at  the  same  time,  as  the  indemniiyfor  thosi^ 
board  the  Comet. 

For  many  years  the  people  of  the  free  State* 
have  endeavored  to  relieve  the  nation  from  the 
deep  odium  resting  upon  it  by  reason  of  this  slaye- 
trade  on  the  high  seas.    For  that  pcirpose  tli^ 
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ment  have  these  freemen — these  suppoiiers  of  odr 
national  character — met  in  this  halft  Why  sif 
they  have  been  assailed  with  almost  every  m. 
probrious  epithet  which  our  language  could  soli- 
ply.  Their  petitions  have  been  scouted  from  our 
presence  without  being  read,  or  heard,  or  even  n^ 
ceived  at  the  hands  or  their  Representatives.  I 
myself  have  presented  the  requests  of  thoasands  d[ 
our  most  worthy  citizens— of  our  philamhro|Jisu, 
our  divines,  our  jurists,  and  statesmen— invoking 
the  action  of  thif  body  in  regard  to  this  s)av{|. 
trade  upon  the  high  seas,  and  to  save  them  a&d  the 
nation  from  the  aisgrace  which  will  be  fastened 
upon  them  by  such  measures  as  that  now  before  % 
But,  sir,  if  i  happened  to  cast  my  rye  tpon  tl}a 
petition,  or  assumed  the  appearance  of  readkg 
It,  cries  of  "order,  order,  order,'*  would  be  shourffl 
from  the  mouths  of  scores  of  slave-breeders  tM 
overseers;  while  a  stentorian  voice  on  my  m\L 
rising  at  least  an  octave  above  aH  others.  xiSm 
call  on  the  Speaker  "to  enforce  the  2lst  rule." 

Sir,  what  magic  wand  has  been  waved  oven^, 
that  we  now  sit  so  qnietly  deliberating  upon  this  bill 
to  encourage  the  slave-trade^  or,  rather,  why  do  we 
now  pass  this  bill  without  deliberationt  Sh&U  ve 
turn  round  at  theliidding  of  this  slave-breedio|fifl. 
fiuence,  and  quietly  submit  to  the  passage  of  i  bill 
to  aid  and  support  the  slave-tradel  Sir,  I  feel  hinfi. 
bled,  deeply  bumbled,  when  I  cast  my  eyes  arouod 
this  hall,  and  see  Representatives  of  the  free  Stales 
sitting  i|i  mute  silence,  and  aiding,  by  their  vote, 
the  passage  of  a  bill  shamelessly  bearing  on  its  tide 
the  character  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  <m  slavwa- 
ders.  W hat  power  has  thus  miraculously  silenced 
the^oice  of  Northern  freedom  and  Northern  hooor^ 
What  spell  has  now  palsied  the  arms  which  sboold 
defend  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  free  $taies7.  It 
is  the  previous  question,  forced  upon  usby  Sontheni 
members  and  their  Northern  allies. .  Shall  we  mr 
submit  to  the  bidding  of  this  slaveholdins  infill* 
ence,  and  meanly  assist  in  carrying  out  this  aitemft 
to  involve  ourselves  and  ouf  constituents  ifi  thedis* 
gra(A  of  the  slave-tradel  Wherewith  shall  vi 
humble  ourselves  before  those  who  claim  this  cm* 
trol  over  nsl  Where  shall  we  find  sackcloth  with 
which  to  cover  our  bodies,  or  ashes  to  cast  upon  oar 
heads,  when,  with  downcast  eyes  and  trembh'o^ 
voices,  we  give  a  faint  respome  in  favor  of  thm 
slave-growers,  and  to  the  disgrace  of  those  whum 
we  representi  Sir,  the  trembling  slave,  who  dares 
not  look  up  in  the  presence  of  his  tyrant  ma^ter.hiii 
some  excuse  for  nis  degradation;  but  I  can  find 
no  justification  whatever  for  Northern  men— iha 
Representatives  of  freemen-— who  thus  tamely  sar- 
render, the  rights  and  the  honor  of  their  consutd* 
ents,  and  become  the  willing  instruments  for  carry* 
ing on  and  sustaining  this  detestable  commerces 
slaves. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  a  curiosity  to  witness  the  i«- 
spouse  of  members  to  the  questions  ^irhich  will  soon 
be  propounded,  and  see  now  mair^  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  will  now  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill,  vho, 
for  years,  have  regularly  voted  to  gag  their  oto 
constituents  upon  this  identical  subject,  on  whidi 
they  are  now  called  to  act  in  favor  of  slave-breed- 
ers and  slave- dealers.  If  I  were  to  dictate  a  sub- 
ject for  the  pencil,  ii  should  be  the  one  oa  vhich  I 
am  now  commenting.  I  would  select  a  Nonhcm 
Democrat,  holding  a  gag  in  the  mouth  of  his  ccm- 
stituent  with  one  hand,  while  the  other  is  employed 
to  examine  his  pockets  for  money  to  pay  the  a- 
penses  of  this  slave  agency;  at  the  same  time  iDost 
solemnly  saying  to  his  constituent,  "you  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  slave-trade;"  "you  have  no  rigw 
to  interfere  with  the  matter." 

I  regret  being.forccd  into  these  remarks.  I  haw 
made  every  eflort  to  eseape  ttiOti  sq  doio^  whicfi 


i^^ua: 


jmnroa  «»  *lik  <;o!f oubssionajl  mmt^ 


JifiH  Cd]M*«-Sd  Skm. 


fndemniiyfor  sktves^-Mr.  Qiddingi. 


JMMMa 


idkSkBE<ai*w 


idf 


It,  of  Heps. 


M/tbft'4jKlep«0<M<tcltB(Md  t>«nnit;  but;  uotwjdi- 
^itddtalrnf' ^n^itidWtrbr  fifat  )»iil'^tMc,  1  haire  been 
dririto  toit;  t»it  I mnt  Hist  gefitietneo  will eiciue 
iue  tf  1  spetk  tnuilrljr.    The  subject  of  slavery,  or 
0f  tbe  emve-trade.  never  onght  to  have  been  men- 
tiuoed  in  thts  hall.    Accursed  be  the  memory  of 
hiaa  who  first  profaned  this  temple  of  freedom  with 
the  diisoussion  of  slavery  and  ihe  slave-trade.    Let 
Ws^  cxee^atiens  of  posterity  rest  upon  those  who  in- 
volviid  lh^  Nationnl  Government  in  these  sabieets, 
by  wnoMlmg  on  die  CoBStitmion  and  constitmional 
Aehli^  or  the  flree  States.    B^t  we  haye  become  in- 
volved in  these  iqmstions;  and  it  shall  be  my  obieet 
now,  and  at  all  times,  to  correct  tbe  error  mto 
wMch  we  have  fallen.    I  win  use  my  utmost  ezer- 
tlims  to  Hilish  it  from  oar  deliberatfoos— to  erane 
it  from  onr  record(»— to  separate  the  people  of  the 
'ft«e  Stales  and  this  €k>vemment  from  it — and  to 
pltt^ir  Ml  impassable  gnlf  between  okir  people  of  the 
Hre^ -Stales'  and  an  inrtitution  which  we  detest.    It 
ivas'thts  d^ire  which  led  me  to  consent  to  the  ar- 
mtiMMent  by  which  these  persons  might  have  ob- 
f*46ed  this-  money,  without  involving  us  in  their, 
gntlt  and  disgrace. 


without  investigating  its  merits.  We  are  asked  to 
yttstaln  {(  without  examination;  and  if  we  refuse 
to  do  that,  it  .is  to  be  forced  upon  us  by  means  of 
the  previous  cjtiestion .  This  want  of  examination , 
ind  coosequent  ignorance  of  the  bill,  is  one  reason 
why  I  cannot  support  it;  but  I  have  many  other 
eocene  feasons  for  opposing  its  passage. 

1st  Its  passage  is  entirely  nnneces&ary  to  enable 
the  claimants  to  obtain  the  money,  if  it  belongs  to 
them. 

fid.  Its  passage  would  be  a  palpable  violation  of 
the  CpDs^natiQn. 

Z^.  Mspect  for  ourselves,  and  for  the  honor  of 
the  fraa  Sutes,  forbids  its  passage. 

ith.  Its  pa&^e  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple ^  strongly  urged  and  maintained  in  this  hall 
ibr  the.  la^i  six  years,  "that  this  House  has  no  right 
io ,  act  on.  tkis  su  bject." 

Aiidie  from  these,  I  have  some  objections  to  the 
passagvof  this  bill,  which  apply  to  me  personally. 
It'is  no#  less  than  eleven  months  since  I  introduced 
tO'the  consideration  of  gentlemen  here  cenain  reso- 
lQtions>  setting  forth  my  views  of  the  constitutional 
Tight  elf  iha  pMpl^of  the  free  States  to  be  exempt 
lyoitt  the  expense,  the  disgrace,  and  the  guilt  dfthis 
»l4ve«trade.  Th«f  expressed  my  solemn  belief  in 
nguf  d  to  that  subject;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
•Meiiibtr  bare  has,  to  this  day,  been  found  willing  to 
4eny'th«U  ^rreetness.  But,  sir,  thit  asMrtlonof 
the  rights^  the  people  (if  Ohio,  and  of  the  free 
States,  did  not  suit  the  views  of  certain  "natural 
allicfi'^of  the  slave^breeding  Democracy  of  the 
SoQih.  The^  appear  to  have  sounded  peculiarly 
harsh  in  the  ear  of  my  colleague  from  the  Butler 
district.  His  Democmtie  principles  appeared  to  be 
severely  sboohed  at  the  thought  of  our  people  being 
exempt  fit>m  this  business  of  slave-breeding  and 
slave-trading.  Yes,  sir,  such  was  his  horror  at  the 
bare  proposiiidh  of  such  a  separation,  that  he  felt  it 
his  duty  immediately  to  ititroduce  a  resolution  of 
eensnre  upon  me  for  to  nnpatriotic  an  act.  Nor 
was  that  all;  he  went  further,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question,  in  order  to  prevent  me  from 
oeinr  heard  in  my  defence;  fearing,  I  presume, 
that  1  might  be  guilty  of  uttering  irreverent  expres- 
sions concerning  this  "delicate  subject,"  and  there- 
by call  down  upon  myself  fuller  punishment.  I 
Wottid  not  be  understood  as  imputing  any  unkind 
motives  to  my  colleague;  no,  sir,  f  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  think  he  was  enlded  by  nis  best  judg- 
ment. Well,  sir,  you,  with  an  impartiality  which 
I  feel  bound  to  say  has  characterized  the  discharge 
of  the  arduous  duties  of  Speaker  during  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  decided  that  the  previous  question 
would  not  deprive  me  of  making  a  defence,  nor 
others  of  the  right  of  making  a  defence  for  me,  as  it 
was  a  question  of  privilege. 

To  this  decision  my  friend,  the  honorable  chair- 
nan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  took 
ezeejytion;  and  uppealed  to  the  House,  who  sustain- 
ed his  appeal.  I  impute  to  that  gentleman  no  per- 
sonal unkindness,  but  presume  he  did  it  to  prevent 
the  waste  of  time,  and  consequent  delay  of  the  pub- 
lic business. 

Mr,  FH.LMoaB  stated,  that  at  the  time  he  took  the 
appeal,  he  did  not  anticipate  the  passare  of  the  reso- 
iQtloa  of  ceMore;  that  he  did  it  aiere^  to  prevent 


the  delay  of  public  bosinea?,  and  not  from  any  feel- 
ing of  unkindness,  or  to  favor  the  resolution. 

Mr.  QmntNos  resumed.  I  had  no  doubt,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  soeh  was  the  fact;  and  I  have  now 
alluded  ta the  appeal  more  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling that  gentleman  to  set  himself  right  before 
the  country,  than  from  any  considerations  personal 
to  myself;  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  resolutious— 
drawing  the  line  of  demarcation  between  this  slave- 
trade  and  the  people  of  the  free  States,  appear  to 
have  met  with  but  liule  favor  in  the  mind  of  my  ex- 
perienced political  friend  over  the  way,  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Evaaerr.]  He,  sir,  is  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  thai  party  with  whom  I  have  been  proud  to 
act;  but  the  mere  introduction  of  these  resolutions 
was  charaeteri2ed  bv  him  as  a  "firebrand  course," 
which  he  ioformea  the  country  he  looked  upon 
"with  abhorrence."  The  subject  is  now  introduced 
by  those  who  act  in  favor  of  the  slave-trade;  bat 
I  have  heard  nothing  of  that  gentleman's  "abhor- 
rence." It  is  pressed  through  the  House  with  as 
much  indecent  haste  as  was  the  resolution  of  cen- 
sure; bat  I  have  heard  nothing  from  that  gentle- 
man in  regard  to  this  "iirebrand  course."  There 
IB  an  old  and  common  saying,  that  '^circumstances 
alter  cases."  • 

Another  gentleman,  representing  in  part  the  old 
Bay  State,  which  has  ever  been  forward  in  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  patriotism — the  gentleman  at 
my  righLlMr.  Cuj^bimo,!  who  was  bred  almost  in 
sight  oMPanenil  Hall,  designated  as  the  "cradle 
of  liberty;" — the  resolutions  proved  unacceptable 
to  him;  and  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he 
has,  90  far  as  I  know,  been  a  consistent  advocate  of 
this  slave-trade.  Indeed,  I  am  not  aware  of  a  sin- 
gle instance,  since  I  have  been  a  member  here, 
when  that  gentleman  has  spoken  on  the  subject,  in 
which  he  has  failed  to  advocate  tbe  interests  of  that 
commerce.  His  sense  of  propriety  was  so  greatly 
shocked  at  the  doctrine  contained  in  my  resolu- 
tions, that  he  unhesitatinaly  pronounced  tnem  "an 
approximation  to  treason;^'  and,  from  his  acknowl- 
edged consistency  on  this  subject,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  that  he  will  now  lend  his  aid  and  influence 
to  sustain  the  interests  to  which  he  has  exhibited 
so  much  attachment.  I  should  have  been  pleased 
to  pass  over  ihis  portion  of  the  political  history  of 
our  legislative  action  concerning  the  slave-trade, 
but,  having  been  pressed  into  the  consideration  of  it,  I 
conld  not  ,m  duty  to  myself  omit  some  slight  allusion 
to  matters  that,  transpired  at  the  time  when  I  last 
had  the  honor  of  calling  public  attention  to  it;  and 
I  apprehend  thai  no  gentleman  will  tlunk  them  cal- 
cuuued  to  Dttake  a  very  favorable  imnression  upon 
my  own  mind  in  regard  to  the  bill  ander  considera- 
tion. 

It  will  be  recollected  that}  on  a  recent  occasion, 
the  member  from  Georgia,  m  front  of  the  Speaker, 
allodedtothis  vpte  of  censure  in  terms  not  very 
courteous. 

(Mr.  Black  interrupted  Mr.  Qiddinos.  and  said: 
"I  wis^  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Onio  intends 
to  allude  lo  my  remarks  on  a  former  occasiuni  If 
he  does,  IshaU  surely  call  him  to  order." 

Mr*  Gmmiifiis.  Wnen  that  question  shall  come 
up  in  parliamentary  form,  I  will  ai^wer  it. 

The  SPKAtn  said  he  should  endeavor  to  call  the 

Jrentleman  from  Ohio  to  order,  if  he  wandered 
irom  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BukCK  sat  down,  and-  Mr.  GmmNos  re- 
sumed.] 

That  gentleman  remarked  that  this  House,  by  its 
vote  of  censure,  had  "stripped  me  of  the  influence 
which  I  had  once  poasessed." 

When  I  returned  to  this  hall,  and  resumed  my 
ofiicial  duties,  in  May  last,  I  determined  never  to 
allude,  in  a  public  manner,  to  the  transaction  to 
which  the  gentleman  fVom  Georgia  referred.  The 
matter  had  gone  to  the  people.  With  them  I  was 
willing  it  should  rest.  I  could  not  add  to  its  im- 
portance; and  I  was  unwilling  to  detract  from  the 
salutary  consequences  which  I  believed  would  re- 
sult from  such  an  outrage  upon  the  representative 
character.  The  record  of  that  transaction  is  fully 
made  up;  and  I  shall  attempt  to  make  no  altera- 
tion or  interlineations:  nor  did  I  expect  that  any 
member  who  had  voted  for  the  censure  won 'd  de- 
sire to  drag  the  subject  again  before  the  country. 
I  was  willing  to  leave  it  where  the  votes  of  my 
constituents  had  placed  it.  I  will  also  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  I  feel  no  heartburnings  to- 
wards those  who  snstamed  the  resolution  of  my 
colleague.  The  people  of  my  district  have  so 
fully  and  so  triumphantly  repelled  the  injury  of- 
fered to  themaeWea  and  to  me,  that  it  woold  be  do- 


ing injustice  to  them  for  me  to  add  one  word  to 
the  judgment  which  they  have  given  oi  the  tr^i^s- 
actitm.  To  many  of  those  who  voted  i^  cenf  ore 
me,  I  shall  bear  with  me,  to  private  life,  rcMqc^^ec- 
tioos  of  friendship  and  respect;  and  to  ih)»pi  I 
would  not  say  a  word  which  should  call  up  an 
unpleasant  thought  of  what  is  past.  But  tu.the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  I  will  say :  ^ir,  I  hold 
my  seat  here  hy  virtue  of  the  sovereign  will  and 

{pleasure  of  ninety  thousand  free  people  of  the  gal- 
ant  Butte  of  Ohia  My  commission  comes  from 
them,  and  not  from  tbe  member  from  Georaia,  nor 
from  the  members  of  this  House.  Those  ireemen 
have  conferred  on  me  whatever  political  influence 
I  poissess;  and  po  slave  breeder  or  overseer,  npr 
the  representative  of  slaves,  has  tbe  moral  power 
to  disrobe  me  of  it.  To  those  electors  of  the 
"banner  district"  I  shall  soon  resign  my  influence, 
untainted  and  anafiiscted  by  the  foul  breath  of  slave- 
holding  or  slave  dealing  Democracy.  Whether 
this  House  has  stripped  me  of  my  influence,. or 
my  constituents  have  stripped  this  House  of  its  in- 
fluence on  this  subject,  is  not  for  me  or  the  noem- 
ber  from  Georgia  to  say:  the  country  will  4^t«f- 
Bune  that  point;  and  I  am  willing  to  await  their 
verdict*  These  are  circumstances,  however,  which 
conduce  to  my  personal  opposition  to  this  bill :  they 
'  are  matters  that  cannot  apply  with  equal  force  to 
other  member;^ 

A  due  regard  to  consistency  in  legislation  forbids 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  In  our  sovereign  capacity 
.as  a  Natioyl  Legislature,  we  have  d.eclarfd  the 
crime  of  sl^e-trading  piragt,  and  have  affixed  to 
it  the  highest  penalty  known  to  human  laws.  We 
have  declared  such  as  commit  this  most  execrable 
of  all  crimes  unfit  to  associate  with  human  brings; 
and  we  hang  them  without  mercy.  The  operatipn 
of  this  law  is  confined,  however,  to  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  Atlantic,  while  the  offences  of  these  ap- 
plicants were,  committed  upon  the  western  part  of 
that  ocean.  To-day  we  are  called  on  to  pass  a  law 
for  the  relief  of  these  persons;  while  we  hang,  with- 
out discrimination,  all  who  pursue  the  same  busi- 
ness a  few  degrees  of  longitude  further  east.  I  am 
in  favor  of  dealing  out  justice  with  an  even  hand. 
I  woold  give  these  applicants  the  "same  relief" 
that  we  grant  to  those  who  follow  the  same  business 
in  a  different  longitude.  I  would  exhibit  no  move 
regard  for  the  honor  of  Africa,  than  I  would  for 
that  of  our  own  nation.  It  is,  however,  a  fact,  that 
if  a  man  goes  from  this  city  to  Africa,  and  engages 
in  the  slave-trade,  the  whole  world  consider^. him 
worthy  of  immediate  death;  but  it  he  rei|i|i|n.here, 
and  buy  and  export  our  own  people,  who  hitve 
been  bom  and  bred  with  us— whose  attachmeota  are 
formed  here,  and  whose  minds  are  enlightened  a«d 
ehristiaaized^n  whose  veins  "flow  the  b^st  hl«^ 
of  Virginia;"— why,  sir,  for  this  outrage  upon  hu- 
manity we  are  called  to  pass  laws  for  his  pecuniary 
relief  I  Our  people  of  the  free  States  are  taa^d  to 
pay  us  and  our  officers  while  we  are  engaged  here 
in  legislating  for  their  benefit  To-morrow,  per- 
haps, we  shall  be  called  to  tax  them  to  sostata  a 
fleet  on  the  coast  of  Afhca,  in  order  to  ntpprtu  the 
slav^trade.  Will  gentlemen  who  vole  to  enconr- 
age  this  trade  to^ay,  face  to  the  right-abont  to- 
morrow, and  vole  millions  of  the  people's  money 
to  suppress  iti  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  vote 
one  wayio-4hiy,  and  directly  the  contrary  to-mor- 
rowl  we  are  now  using  the  money  of  the  people 
of  the  flree  States  to  encaumgi  the  slave  trade;  and 
will  gentlemen  appropriate  the  money  of  our  people 
to-morrow  to  suitress  iti  Are  we  under  such  per- 
fect drill,  that  we  face  to  the  right,  to  the  left,  or  to 
the  right-about,  at  tbe  bidding  of  the  alaveholding 
inflnencel  How  long  shall  Northern  men  con- 
tinue to  march  and  countermarch  at  the  bidding  of 
this  slave-breeding  powarl  Sir,  we  send  our  fleets 
to  Africa,  at  vast  expense,  to  prevent  the  imports^ 
tion  of  slaves.  We  are  to  ej^nd  at  least  a  mvh 
lion  of  dollars  annually,  to  g'tYt  a  monopoly  of  this 
"execrable  commerce"  to  the  slave-breeding  States; 
while  their  Representatives  here  violently  oppose 
the  protection  of  all  other  manufactures.  This 
high  Virginia  tariff  is  not  only  to  be  protected,  at 
our  expense,  from  all  foreign  competition;  but  we 
are  to  go  still  further,  and  make  the  nation  insurers 
to  those  who  engage  in  the  exportation  of  this 
"chatteMxed  population.'*  I  am  unwilling  to  in- 
volve myself  in  these  inconsistencies,  absurdities, 
and  contradictioca 

The  bill  directs  the  Treasurer  to  pay  this  money 
to  the  owners  of  these  persons.  What  is  to  be  the 
evidence  of  title  by  which  one  man  owns  anoiberl 
The  proposition  is  aa  afaaardity  too  palpabla  lo  ^ 
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placed  in  our  statute-book.  The  title,  and  the  only 
title,  which  one  man  ever  held  to  another,  is  that 
of  brute  force.  It  is  the  title  by  which  the  robber 
clainds  your  purse;  the  same  title  by  which  the 

E irate  claims  his  captured  ship  and  cargo.  It  is, 
owevcr,  a  litle  which  we,  as  a  nation,  do  not  recoj?- 
nise.  It  is  one  which  the  people  of  the  free  States 
repudiate.  It  is  one  to  which  I  will  not  give  even 
a  silent  or  tacit  consent,  by  instituting  such  an  in- 
quiry. 

But  the  bill  goes  farther,  and  directs  the  Treas- 
urer to  pay  to  the  owners  of  each  slave  "such  sum 
as  he  is  entitled  to  receive."  By  this  form  of  ex- 
pression, I  suppose  it  was  intended  to  give  to  each 
ihe  value  ol'the  person  claimed.  How  will  you  es- 
timate the  value  of  a  manl  Does  it  depend  upon 
his  complex ionl  for,  sir,  there  are  all  grades  of  color 
in  this  market.  Or  which  is  deemed  the  most  val- 
mble—black,  or  white,  or  a  mixture  of  bothi  Or 
fihall  our  officer  be  governed  by  the  genealogy  of 
the  slave,  in  estimating  his  valuel  II  he  have  de- 
scended, in  the  paternal  line,  from  one  of  the  best 
families  in  the  ""Old  Domiiiion,"  .«<hall  he  be  deem- 
ed of  greater  value  than  if  he  were  of  pure 
African  blood?  Does  such  mixture  improve  or  de- 
teriorate the  value  of  a  mani  These,  sir,  are  all  of 
ihem  "delicate;  questions,"- which  I  should  like  to 
hear  answered  by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  be- 
iore  I  can  vote  for  it.  Again:  some  may  desire  to 
Icnow  whether  intelligence  is  to  fix  the  value.  Is  a 
man  who  reads  and  writes,  and  possesses  better  in- 
formation than  his  master,  or  than  ijuusters  gener- 
'ally  possess,  of  more  value  than  one  who  is  stupid, 
ignorant,  and  incapable  of  instructing  his  ownerl 
And.  sir,  others  may  wish  to  know  what  the  politi- 
cal faith  of  a  man  is,  before  they  fix  his  value. 
They  will  inquire  whether  he  be  a  Whig  or  a 
Democrat;  or,  particularly,  whether  "he  goes  the 
Xiberty  party."  And  my  friend  over  here  in  "the 
stall,"  [Mr.  Snyder  of  Pa.,]  weukl  inquire  whether 
he  be  of  pure  Dutch  descent,  or  whetner  he  has  a 
"sprinkhng"  of  the  Yankee  in  his  veins.  These 
are  all  difficulties  which  present  themselves  to  my 
mind,  in  making  up  the  estimate  of  a  man's  value 
as  property.  Tney  may,  to  be  sure,  appear  of 
small  importance  to  a  grower  of  slaves— one  who 
is  familiar  with  matters  of  the  kind;  but  lam  un- 
-w tiling,  by  legislation,  to  throw  them  upon  an 
offi<  er  of  Qovernment,  or  to  bring  the  reproach 
of  such  an  inquiry  upon  our  nation.  And  1  can- 
not, therefore,  vote  for  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  said  that  we  hold  this 
money  as  trustee  for  the  owners  of  these  slaves, 
and  are  therefbre  bound  to  execute  the  trust.  I 
deny  the  position.  We  are  not  the  trustee  of  these 
slave-breeders;  no  individual  can  be  made  a  trustee 
without  his  consent;  neither  can  Congress,  or  any 
other  legislative  or  corporate  body,  be  made  a  trus- 
tee without  his  consent.  Congress  has  never  given* 
its  consent  to  act  as  trustee  for  these  slave-trading 
speculators;  nor  are  we  under  any  obligation  what- 
ever to  pay  over  this  money,  or  to  do  any  other  act 
for  the  benefit  of  these  applicants.  We.  sir,  are  su- 
preme: we  acknowledge  no  law  in  the  discharge  of 
our  official  duties,  except  that  of  the  Constitution 
and  of  justice.  The  Constitution  has  not  imposed 
upon  us  the  duty  of  acting  as  trustee  for  slave-deal- 
ers. If  there  be  any  obligation  resting  upon  us,  it 
must  be  found  in  the  abstract  justice  of  the  claims 
presented  by  these  slave-moneers.  The  whole  ques- 
tion rests  here.  Neither  the  President,  nor  his  Sec- 
retary of  State,  nor  Mr.  Stevenson,  nor  all  of  these 
officers  together,  conld  lay  us  under  the  least  con- 
ceivable obligation  to  pass  this  law  for  the  benefit 
of  outlaws,  of  pirates,  and  of  robbers.  Nor  could 
they  render  it  our  duty  to  grant  any  facility  or  en- 
courarement  to  a  commerce  hated  by  man  and 
cursed  by  God.  What,  sir!  is  it  to  be  urged,  at  this 
period  of  the  world,  that  the  President  has  power 
to  lay  Congress  under  obligations  to  sit  here  and 
legislate  to  encourage  the  breeding  and  exportation 
of  slaves')  Are  such  arguments  to  be  addressed  to 
a  Congress  of  American  siatesmeni  Can  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  cabinet  release  me  from  my  obligations 
to  the  Constitution!  Can  they  absolve  me  from  the 
official  oath  which  I  have  takeni  Can  they  step 
between  me  and  my  Gk>d,  and  acquit  me  of  tne  ob- 
ligations which  my  Creator  has  imposed  upon  roel 
No,  sir.  There  is  no  principle  of  justice  or  of  pro- 
'prieiy  that  requires  us  to  legislate  in  favor  of  this 
commerce  in  mankind.  On  the  contrary,  our  Jove 
of  consistency,  our  self-respect,  our  attachment  to 
liberty,  our  regard  for  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
our  patriotism,  our  desire  for  the  honor  of 


our  country,  our  attachment  to  the  cause  of  truth, 
justice,  and  humanity;  our  respect  for  the  opinions 
of  mankind,  and  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
Heaven,  forbid  that  we  should  become  parties  to 
the  misrepresentations  to  which  I  have  aHuded,  or 
be  made  the  instruments  for  consummating  this 
fraud  committed  upon  a  friendly  nation;  or  that 
we  should  become  partners  in  crime  with  men  who 
make  merchandise  of  ihe  image  of  God. 

SPEECH  OF  Mr.  J.  C.  X^LARK,  ' 

OF  NEW  YORK. 

Jn  the  House  of  Representatives^  February  22, 1843— 
On  the  bill  appropriating  forty  thousand  dollars 
to  enab'e  the  President  to  establish  commercial 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Government  of  China. 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  have  more  than  half  promised 
myself  to  embrace  some  fitting  opportunity  to  sub- 
mit a  few  remarks  to  the  House.  The  opportunity 
is  now  presented.  In  the  British  Parliament,  it  is 
a  legitimate  ground  of  objection  to  a  supply  bill, 
that  the  objector  has  no  confidence  in  the  minis- 
try. This  bill  proposes  to  vest  in  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  State  a  large  discretion  in  the 
expenditure  of  forty  thousand  dollars;  and  I  agree 
with  my  friend  from  Georgia  TMr.  Meriwether] 
that  there  is  good  reason  to  doubt  the  propriety  of 
giving  to  these  men  the  disbursement  ofu^  money 
not  imperiously  called  for  by  the  exigents  of  the 
public  service.  I  place  my  opposition  to  this  bill 
solely  on  the  ground  of  an  utter  want  of  confidence 
in  the  political  integrity  of  the  President  and  some 
of  his  official  advisers. 

I  have,  sir,  made  some  ineffectual  attenipts  here- 
tofore to  get  the  floor.  But  there  are  certain  gen- 
tlemen here  always  on  the  tiptoe  to  obtain  it.  and 
they  are  generally  successful!.  Charmed  with  the 
melody  of  the'ir  own  sweet  voices,  they  fancy  that 
the  House  is  equally  delighted,  and  they  lose  no 
opportunity  to  gratify  us  with  a  display  of  their 
oratorical  powers  Of  thi$  I  do  not  complain.  It 
Is  their  right.  Many,  no  doubt,  may  have  been 
convinced  by  the  brilliancy  of  their  periods  and  the 
cogency  of  their  logic. 

I  regret  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  mir- 
ticularly  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say  that  I  have 
never  obtruded  myself  upon  its  indulgence.  Du- 
ring this  entire  Congress,  I  believe,  I  have  not  ap- 
propriated to  my  own  use  an  hour  of  ius  time.  I 
would  not  now,  but  for  the  conviction  that  the 
Whigs  of  the  country  ought  to  be  awakened  to  a 
just  appreciation  ol  the  character  of  the  men  (or 
some  of  them,  at  least)  who  have  heretofore  enjoy- 
ed their  confidence — enjoyed  it  only  to  betray  it. 

And  now,  being  up,  I  almost  repeat  me  of  my 
half-made  promise,  and  regret  that  my  efifort  to 
obtain  th»  floor  has  been  successful.  I  have  a 
great  horror  of  speech-making— and,  above  all,  of 
speech-making  here.  Surrounded  with  talents, 
eloquence,  and  criticism  of  a  high  order,  1  dread 
an  exposure  to  their  observation;  and,  perhaps,  to 
their  censure.  Moreover,  one  knows  not  the 
temper  of  the  House.    He  is  ignorant  of  what  sub- 

{'ect  may  be  acceptable,  and  is  greatly  puzzled  to 
mow  by  what  proper  exordium  he  may,  in  ad- 
vance, gain  a  nestling  place  in  some  comer  of  its 
kind  feelings.  But  I  am  in  for  a  speech,  and  must 
bide  my  chance. 

There  U^  sir,  in  rhetoric  a  thing  called  "aporia''-— 
If  I  mistake  not,  defined  to  be  *^a  figure  of  speech 
under  which  a  speaker  doubts  where  to  begin." 
Now.  sir,  if  we  bad  another  sort  of  figure  under 
which  congressional  orators  should  doubt  n^A^n  to 
begin — and  not  only  so,  but  to  continue  to  doubt  to 
the  end  of  the  session  whether  or  not  they  should 
begin  at  all— such  a  figure  would  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  country,  and,  perchance,  to  the  ora- 
tors themselves,  (myself  included.)  But  had  we 
such  a  figure,  I  could  not  avail  myself  of  its  sup- 
posed benefits— for  I  have  begun.  Ajid  as  to  the 
other  figure  to  which  I  have  referred,  I  am  unable 
to  derive  any  advantage  from  it— for  I  believe  1 
known  where  to  begin.  And  if  I  begin  at  the  be- 
ginning, I  shall  not  bear  wide  from  the  mark. 
Thus  beginning,  I  shall  explain  to  you  the  circum- 
stances under  which  I  resolved  to  subject  yourself 
and  the  House  to  this  infliction. 

Not  long  since,  confined  to  my  room,  excruciat- 
ing under  the  turn  of  the  rheumatic  screws,  I  be- 
thought me  of  the  principle  of  antagonism,  under 
the  operation  of  which  one  force  is  expelled 
by  a  coonter  and  superior  force;  and  it  occurred 


to  me  that  if  I  could  expel  the  enemy  which  haH 
made  a  lodgment  in  my  racked  tenement  by  |S 
introduction  of  an  agent  more  powerfol  in  the  if 
fliction  of  pain— not  tnat  pain  wnich  leaves  behind 
it  visible  scars,  but  which  tortures  and  harrows  no 
the  soul— I  should  have  gained  an  object  of  no  in 
considerable  importance.  And  here  let  mesne 
gest  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  being  a  good  Whig  i£ 
propriety  of  imitating  my  example  whenever  Von 
find  yourself  in  the  uUima  thule  ot  rheumatism  and 
on  the  confines  of  the  gouty  regions.  I  doubt  not 
that  you  will  be  benefited  by  the  experiment  In 
my  case,  it  was  eminently  successful. 

1  thought,  sir,  of  the  present  prostrate  condition 
of  that  gallant  and  patriotic  party  which  so  joyoas* 
ly  marched  to  victory  in  the  autumn  in  1840  and 
I  thought  too  of  the  renegades  to  whom  it  owes  all 
its  calamities.  The  e0ea  was  magical.  Corporeal 
suffering  gave  plac^  to  mental  angai&h;  and  in  a 
transport  of  conflicting  emotions  of  indipatioo 
pity,  and  contempt,  and.  I  may  almost  add,  of  rel 
venge  too,  I  threw  a.side  my  crutch,  and  in  fancy 
« took  the  field,  armed  at  all  paints,  ready  to  fight  the 
baule  over  again,  and  to  lend  my  feeble  aid  locrosh 
the  adders  who  nave  so  cruelly,  so  ungratefully 
stnng  the  bosom  of  their  benefactors. 

In  submiuing  the  remarks  which  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  make  on  this  occasion,  I  disclaim  all  pn. 
vate  feeling.  They  will  not  partake,  in  the  slight- 
est  degree,  of  the  spirit  of  personal  unkindoess. 
And  if  they  should  seem  to  any  gentlemen  to  be 
tinged  with  too  much  of  acerbity,  I  beg  of  them  not 
to  attribute  them  to  any  malignity  in  my  nature 
(for.  if  I  know  myself,  I  do  not  possess  any  great 
stock  of  that  disagreeable  article,)  but  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  men  who  have  provoked  them,  and  lo 
the  feelings  to  which  that  conduct  has  naturally 
given  birth. 

And  here  let  me  premise,  that  I  have  no  exalted 
admiration  of  mere  greatness— (and  when  I  speak 
of  greatness,  I  mean  intellectual  ereatness)— none, 
none,  sir — unless  it  be  connected  with  the  moral 
and  political  virtues.  For  I  hold  these  virtues  to 
be  identical;  and  if  you  show  me  one  hundred 
political  knaves,  I  will  show  you  of  the  same  nine- 
tv-nine  moral  scoundrels.  This  greatness,  when 
thus  unallied,  has  no  attractions  forme,  it  should 
neither  be  an  object  of  desire  in  the  possessor,  nor 
of  admiration  in  the  beholder;  for  it  only  serves 
to  augment  in  the  former  the  power  of  mischievous 
and  guilty  perpetration.  When,  however,  to  great- 
ness of  mind, '-are  joined  truth,  honor,  honesty, 
fid^ty,  and  patriotism,  then  we  instinctively  pay 
it  the  homage  of  our  respect  and  admiration.  But 
when  a  great  man  stoops  from  his  high  estate,  and 
panders  to  his  diseasecf  appetite  for  power,  a. the 
sacrifice  of  these  ennobling  virtues,  we  loathe '  im 
in  the  inverse  ratio  wluch  they  bear  to  his  ge^is 
or  his  attainments,  or  to  both  combined. 

Sir,  men,  and  more  especially  great  men,  hold 
their  uopularity  by  a  frail  tenure.  A-  maiden 
should  not  be  more  chary  of  her  honor,  than  a  great 
man,  and  particularly  a  great  man  in  poUic  life, 
should  be  jealous  and  watchful  of  his;  for  one 
false  step  forever  blasts  the  reputation  of  both.  If 
asoliia(ty  draft  of  his  fidelity  or  his  patriotism  be 
dishonored,  his  political  character  at  once  sinks 
into  irreparable  bankruptcy.  Guilty  of  one  act  of 
baseness,  in  vain  may  be  attempt  to  fall  hack  on 
his  stock  of  reputation,  however  great,  though 
hoarded  for  years  with  a  miser's  care.  His  vii- 
tues  (if  he  has  any)  must  be  constant,  pro^ressire, 
and  enduring  to  the  end.  The  Scriptaredeciara- 
tion,where  "much  is  given,  much  shall  be  required." 
has  received  the  practical  sanction  of  the  world. 
Arraigned  at  the  bai  ofpublic  opinion  for  one  d^ 
linquency,  in  vain  he  may  plead,  even  in  eitenua* 
tion,  the  splendor  of  his  genius,  the  power  of  his  in- 
tellect, or  the  magnitude  of  his  services. 

Arnold  has  rendered  to  his  country  great  aod 
distinguished  services;  but  one  act  of  treacheiy  not 
only  cancelled  every  obligation  of  gratitude,  ba: 
consigned  his  memory  to  ignominy  and  cantempi. 
Poetry,  in  the  spirit  of  truth,  has  doomed  to  an  in- 
glorious immortality  the  wonder  of  his  age,  as 

'The  wiwat,  grMtaat,  niMnett  of  nMnkind.*' 
Thus  appreciating  men — and  great  men,  too-yoo 
may  not  expect  of  me,  when  speaking  of  their 
blackslidings  and  deformities,  an  over-nicety  iony 
selection  of  rhetorical  ornaments.  The  hunter, 
(and  I  am  no  expert  hunter,)  when  about  to  in- 
molate  the  fierce  and  stealthy  panther  which  may 
have  crossed  his  path,  seeks  not  for  chaplets  o( 
roses  with  which  to  ador/i  the  sacrifice.  Pitce, 
however  exalted,  gives  to  its  possessor  do  iioBS* 
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nity  for  censore  and  condemnation .  when  deserved.    | 
Bat,  in  proportion  to  the  exaltation  of  the  recreant, 
shoald  be  the  measure  of  the  censure  and  condem- 
nation. 

I  am  not  one  who  believes  that  a  description  of 
the  President  and  some  of  his  ministers,  m  their 
present  attitude  before  the  coantry,  shoald  be  at- 
tempted in  bland  phraseology  or  honeyed  accents. 
Their  portraits  snould  be  sketched  by  a  master's 
hand,  (which  t  rq^ret  I  do  not  possessy—nol  in  the 
soil  and  mellow  tinting  of  a  Titian,  but  in  the  bold 
and  startling  coloring  of  a  Correp^o. 

Office  has  its  rights  and  privileges.  Among 
them,  I  re<ilron  not  as  one  an  exemption  from  the 
animadversion  which  delinqaency  merits.  Place, 
mere  place,  confers  no  honor  on  its  possessor;  but, 
e  conversOf  man  gives  rank  and  dignity  to  the  office. 

As  one  of  the  most  prominent  workers  of  mis- 
chief to  the  Whigs,  to  their  cause,  and  to  the  as- 
cendency of  their  prfnciples^  pre-eminent  in  genius 
and  acquirements,  stands  the  Secretary  of  State.  In 
the  order  of  importance,  he  deserves  to  occupy  the 
foreground  of  the  picture,  in  bold  and  frightful 
reh'ef  But,  as  in  every  dramatic  representation, 
whether  of  tragedy,  comedy,  or  farce,  there  must 
be  characters  great  and  small,  so  my  dranuUis  per- 
sena  most  be,  in  some  respects,  presented  in  com- 
binatioD,  as  well  the  Magnus  Apollo,  as  he  who 
has  justly  earned  a  distinction  conferred  upon  one 
of  the  old  popes,  of  whom  it  was  said 

"Mazimufl  in  parvis,  minimot  in  magnb.'* 
The  amusing  and  veracious  author  of  "Ten 
Thousand  a  Year,"  in  speaking  of  Tittlebat  Tit- 
mouse,  esq.,  M.  P.  for  Yatton,  and  of  the  base  uses 
to  which  be  intended  to  devote  his  immease  pros- 
pective wealth,  remarks,  "that  the  reptile  propen- 
sities of  his  mean  nature  had  thriven  under  the 
fudden  sunshine  of  unexpected  prosperity."  Now, 
sir,  I  will  not  apply  this  language  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  |)ut  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  the  sentiment  is  strikingly  applicable  to  him — 
to  his  accidental  advent  to  power — to  his  resolu- 
tions soon  thereafter  taken  to  perpetuate  that  pow- 
er—and to  his  subsequent  operations ;  all  having 
in  view  the  same  objects. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  John  Tyler  came  to  Wash- 
ington, on  the  demise  of  Qeneral  Harrison,  with 
honest  intentions  to  administer  the  Qovernment  on 
Whig  principles.  His  inaugural  address  bears  on 
its  face  evidence  of  such  intentions.  The  dec- 
laration that  he  should  take  as  his  model  the 
"fathers  of  the  Republican  school,"  soothed,  the 
alarms  of  many  Wntgs  who  distrust  Virginia  po- 
liticians-^! mean  those  of  the  modern  attraction 
school.  The  inaugural,  taken  in  connexion  with 
his  partiality  for  Mr.  Clay,  and  his  tears  shed  at 
the  Harrisburg  convention  over  his  defeat,  were 
hailed  by  them  as  harbingers  of  prosperity  to  the 
country,  and  of  »fety  to  the  Whig  party.  The 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Clay  in  regard  to  the  currency 
and  to  a  national  bank  were  well  known  to  Mr. 
Tyler  and  to  the  country.  For  years  they  had 
been  emblazoned  on  the  pillars  of  the  Capitdl  in 
characters  of  living  light,  and  had  illumined  every 
hilUop  in  the  country.  Thev  did  not  lylieve  it 
within  the  range  of  possibility  that  Mr.  Tyler, 
knowing,  as  he  did  know,  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Clay  on  all  subjects  of  national  concernment,  and 
who,  at  that  convention  and  elsewhere,  had  mani- 
fested such  an  ardent  zeal  for  his  nomination  to 
the  Presidency,  could  turn  his  back  upon  his 
principles  and  his  friend.  What!  said  they,  is  it 
possible  that  he  can  be  guilty  of  the  blaring  in- 
consistency of  advocating  the  claims  of  a  man  to 
the  Chief  Magistracy,  whose  whole  life  and  con-  ^ 
duct  stand  pledged  to  give  to  the  nation  a  sound 
currency,  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  and  not  himself  be  the  friend  of  such 
an  institutioni  Surely,  said  they,  Mr.  Tyler  can- 
not believe  a  bank  unconstitutional,  else  he  could 
not,  with  any  appearance  of  honesty  or  consist- 
ency, aid  in  placmg  in  thd  presidential  chair  a 
man  whose  first  official  act  would  be  a  strong 
recommendation  of  that  very  measure!  Though 
it  might  have  been  known  to  them  that,  at  certain 
periods  of  his  life,  Mr.  Tyler  had  entertained 
opinions  hostile  to  a  bank,  they  believed— and  they 
had  a  right  to  believe — that  his  presence  as  a  Whig 
delegate  at  a  national  Whir  convention,  avowing 
his  predilections  in  favor  of  a  bank  canoidate,  and 
himself  accepting  a  nomination  from  that  con- 
vention for  the  second  office  in  the  Republic,  fur- 
nished conclusive  evidence  of  a  chance  of  opinion. 
Belter  men  than  John  Tyler  have  changed  their 
ppinions  ia  regard  to  a  bank)  and  why  may  he  aot  | 


have  seen,  in  the  necessities  of  the  times,  and  the 
afflictions  of  his  countrymen,  abundant  reason  to 
change  his  opinions  alsof  ^ 

But  the  fond  hopei  inspired  by  the  inaugural  in 
the  bosoms  of  the  Whigs — of  the  pure  and  patriot- 
ic men  who  had  taken  Mr.  Tyler  from  obscurity, 
and  placed  him  on  the  pinnacle  of  power — were 
doomed  to  sad  and  bitter  disappointment. 

The  good  resolves  with  which  he  came  here  arm- 
ed, were  soon  smothered  in  the  imptire  embrace  of  a 
forbidden  ambition.  The  fatal  words  second  term 
were  whispered  into  his  too  willing  ear,  and  "all 
was  lost."  These  have  been  the  "open  sesame"  to 
all  t|ie  woes  and  afflictions  of  the  Whig  party. 

He  focmd  himsdt  suddenly,  unexpectedly,  in  the 
possession  of  power;  and  soon,  very  soon,  talked  his 
ingenuity  to  devise  plans  for  its  perpetuation  in 
himself  and  his  successor.  Surrounded  by  flatter- 
ers, he  greedily  inhaled  their  incense,  freely  offer- 
ed, to  gratify  at  once  his  vanity,  and  to  administer 
to  their  own  advancement.  Pleased  with  the  rat- 
tles with  which  his  maiden  ambition  was  tickled, 
new  visions  of  glory  flitted  before  his  bewildered 
fancy,  and  new  hopes  swelled  his  tiny  heart  to  the 
very  verge  of  bursting.  With  a  promptitude  com- 
mensurate with  the  energy  of  his  character  and  the 
magnitude  of  his  towering  genius,  he  issued  to  the 
admiring  sycophants  of  nis  cortege  the  sic  volo  of 
his  deliberations,  and,  in  the  stem  language  of  a 
second  Cato,  thundered  forth  the  terrific  fiat—- "/>e- 
lenda  estiCarthagof^ 

The  decree  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Whig 
party  was  promulged  from  the  palace,  and  his 
faithful  vassals  were  charged  with  its  execution. 
This  decree  became  necessary  to  effect  his  object. 
The  "one  term"  principle—a  principle  which  I 
trust  is  now  permanently  incorporated  into  the 
Whig  creed — presented  an  insuperable  barrier  to 
his  re-election.  That  re-election  could  only  be  ef- 
fected by  a  new,  a  third,  a  Tyler  party,  to  be 
composed  of  a  portion  of  the  Whig  party  and  the 
"odds  and  ends^'  of  all  parties. 

Sir,  had  the  President  been  left  to  himself,  I. 
doubt  not  that  he  would  have  proved  true  to  his 
principles,  to  his  country,  and  to  his  party.  But, 
most  unfortunately  lor  him,  for  his  countir,  and  for 
the  Whig  pisirty,  he  became  the  dupe,  ana  perhaps 
the  willing  dupe,  of  more  experienced  plotters  and 
contrivers. 

Sir,  I  have  them  in  my  eye.  In  fancy  I  see  the 
conspirators  against  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
and  the  welfare  of  the  party  to  whose  confidence 
and  partiality  they  owe  all  their  political  conse- 
quence, stealing,  under  cover  of  the  night,  to  the 
assigned  place  of  rendezvotis,  ashamed  that  the 
blessed  lignt  of  heaven  should  look  out  upon  their 
baseness.  Starting,  like  guilty  things,  at  the  echo 
of  their  own  footsteps,-  with  cautious  tread  they 
stealthily  approach  the  Executive  mansion.  I  see 
the  prime  mover  of  the  plot-^the  Catiline  of  the 
group.  His  once  majestic  form,  enshrining  a  spirit 
that  might  have  out-paragoned  the  world,  is  now 
crouching,  in  very  shame  of  its  degraded  position, 
in  the  ante-chamber  of  power.  His  once  noble 
brow,  on  which  the  Almighty  had  impressed  the 
signet  of  greatness,  is  now  wrinkled  by  the  force 
of  contending  emotions.  That  voice,  which  erst 
thrilled  through  the  hearts  of  grave  Senators  and 
admiring  millions,  and  which,  when  the  battle 
waxed  the  hottest,  was  heard  high  over  all.  cheer- 
ing on  his  brave  companions  to  the  onslaught,  with 
the  spirit-stirring  appeal,  "once  more  to  the  breach, 
dear  friends,  once  more,"  is  now  subdued  into  hurt, 
ried  and  mysterious  whispers.  It  is  the  voice  of 
Caesar  on  his  sick  bed,  "Titinius,  give  me  some 
drink,"  and  not  the  voice  of  Csesar  at  the  head  of 
his  conquering  legions. 

In  clairvoyance,  I  watch  with  no  little  anxiety 
the  portentous  movements  of  the  c:an|^,  threatening 
consequences  baneful  to  the  well-being  of  that  de- 
voted party  which  had  so  recently  elevated  them  to 
place,  and  hurled  from  power  the  men  who  had 
long  wallowed  in  corruption,  and  fattened  on  spoils 
wrung  from  the  hands  of  honest  but  paralyzea  in- 
dustry. Hist !  Again  I  see  them !  They  now 
emerge  from  the  security  of  their  skulking-place. 
Under  the  guidance  of  the  lurid  glare  of  a  blue 
light,  throwing  its  sickly  rays  on  the  blanched 
cheeks  of  its  bearer,  they  move  with  noiseless  pace, 
in  gloomy  procession,  towards  the  imperial  closet. 
At  Its  door,  in  mockery  of  majesty,  and  in  derision 
of  greatness,  stands  the  trembling  subject  of  their 
^jglalion,  the  object  of  their  wiles,  and  the  insiru- 
>ne0t  of  their  atnbition;  and  most  cordially  are  tkey 
^^comed  to  bis  embrace. 


At  a  coalition  so  unholy,  and  formed  with  pur- 
poses, the  execution  of  which  would  prove  so  dead- 
ly to  the  panics  concerned,  and  to  the  welfare  of 
the  nation,— even  the  goddess  of  mischief  and  dis- 
cord, who  had  watched  their  movements  with  no 
little  concern,  and  who  was  then  flapping  her  ra- 
ven wing  with  unwonted  delight,  veilea  her  face 
in  confusion  and  disgust. 

What  transpired  in  the  closet,  though  chronicled 
by  the  tutelar  deity  of  the  place,  (her  of  the  black 

Einion,)  has  not  yet  been  promulged.  Its  record, 
owever,  is  carefully  preserved  by  its  faithful  cus- 
todier. She  took  it  with  her  to  her  abiding-place; 
and  it  ooay  be  found  in  the  archives  of  hell,  m  the 
same  pigeonhole  containing  the  correspondence  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  a  notable  personage,  whose 
memory  nas  come  down  to  us  leaded  witn  infa- 
my, and  who,  in  co-fraternity  with  the  heroes  of  my 
vision,  will  descend  to  posterity  a  stench  in  the  nos- 
trils of  its  latest  generation. 

Now,  sir,  although  I  may  not  speak  from  the  rec- 
ord of  the  plottings  of  the  closet,  I  may  infer,  from 
the  ^  acts  and  doings  of  one  of  the  cabal,  at 
least,  the  plan  of  operations  by  which  the.  disrup- 
tion of  the  Whig  party  was  to  be  accomplished, 
and  aLso  the  price  to  lie  paid  to  that  distinguished 
gentleman  for  his  continuance  in  office. 

Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  indubitable  hl^ftoi^  that  in 
no  one  has  a  United  Slates  bank  -found  a  more  uni- 
form, able,  and  eloquent  advocate  than  in  the  per- 
son of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Up  to  April,  1841, 
there  is  no  evidence  that  his  opinions  had  under- 
gone the  slightest  change  on  that  subject. 

It  is  equally  well  known,  (certainly  to  many 
members  of  this  House,)  that,  during  the  pendency 
of  the  bank  bill  before  Congress,  at  its  called  ses- 
sion, the  Secretary  was  busily  engaged  in  the  exer- 
tion of  bis  all-powerful  influence  upon  members, 
to  give  the  "go-by"  to  the  measure— promising  to 
present,  at  the  next  regular  session,  a  plan  of  cur- 
rency and  finance  which  should  meet  the  views 
and  wishes  of  the  Whig  party,  and  the  expectations 
of  the  country. 

How  faithfully  be  has  redeemed  that  pledge,  and 
with  what  favor  his  plan,  which  was  to  have  come 
to  us  pure  and  perfect  as  Tritonia  from  the  brain 
of  Jove,  has  been  received  by  the  House,  let  the 
voices  of  some  eighteen  gentlemen  only  in  favor  of 
the  Secretary's  'Sn^fu/rvm  horrefid¥,wr  of  a  Gov- 
ernment bank  fmany  of  whom.  I  understand, 
would  have  voted  in  the  negative  had  the  question 
been  on  the  bill  itselO  answer  to  the  country. 

Instead  of  standing  by  his  principles  with  the 
firmness  of  a  patriot,  and  with  a  self-sacrificing 
devotion  to  the  great  and  paramount  interests  of  the 
country,  the  Secretary  became  the  humble  apolo- 
gist of  John  Tyler'sdelinqneney— ay,andof  his  im- 
becility too.  What  had  become  of  his  vaunted 
boast  that  the  pillars  of  the  Capitol 

**8hoiildfly 
From  their  firm  have  m  Mon  m  \V* 

Sir,  like  the  courage  of  Bob  Acres,  when  the  hour 
of  trial  came,  all  bis  firmness  and  all  his  patriot- 
ism **oozed  out  at  the  ends  of  his  fingers."  It  seems 
that  the  fear  of  the  loes  of  place,  like  a  spectre^  has 
haunted  him  in  all  his  out-goings  and  in-comings. 
Sir,  had  he  assumed  towards  the  President  the  port 
and  bearing  of  a  man  resolved  to  go  for  the  country 
at  all  hazards,  maugre  all  personal  and  private 
considerations,  I  believe  in  my  heart  that  at  this 
moment  the  Whig  banner  would  be  proudly  flom- 
ing  the  breeze  in  every  direction.  But  the  closet 
scene  had  been  enacted,  and  it  was  no  longer  any 
part  of  his  purpose  to  act  the  honest,  faithful,  and 
fearless  counsellor  of  the  President.  The  dignified 
and  lofty  minister  of  state  had  dwindled  down 
into  the  mere  sycophant  and  parasite. 

I  have  said  that  the  record  of  the  compact  has 
not  been  promulged.  But  I  will  hazard  the  con- 
jecture, that  the  high  contracting  parties,  for  good 
and  sufficient  considerations  them  thereunto  mov- 
ing, resolved  that,  so  far  as  they  had  the  power, 
John  Tyler  should  be  elected  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  the  political  world  should  be  turn- 
ed UDside  down;  that  quiet  should  be  ihrown  into 
confusion,  harmony  into  discord,  and  order  into 
chaos.  The  Whig  temple,  with  its  stately  pilUrs 
and  splendid  capitals,  reared  with  so  much  toil  and 
care,  and  standing  forth  a  model  of  political  beauty 
and  of  strength,  was  to  be  razed  to  the  earth;  and 
from  its  disjointed  materials,  aided  by  cross-tiea 
dug  from  Uie  ruins  of  the  Locofoco  Herculaneum 
deluged  by  the  molten  lava  of  the  revolution  of 
1840,  was  to  be  constructed  a  new  edifice,  and  de<^« 
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own  right  in  1845^  and  then  to  pass  to  his  successor, 
Daniel  the  First. 

Sir,  it  is  my  firm  and  honest  belief  that  considera- 
tions other  than  those  connected  with  the  import- 
ance and  delicacy  of  our  relations  with  Elngland 
had  overpowering  weight  with  the  President  in 
retaining  Mr.  Webster  in  the  cabinet.  He  saw 
that  .a  storm  was  in  preparation;  and,  although  at 
the  time  the  cloud  in  the  political  horiton  was  no 
bigger  than  a  man^s  hand,  he  felt  that  it  would 
rapidly  increase,  and  that,  ere  long,  the  little  speck 
would  become  a  desolating  temp^.  He  wished 
lor  strength,  for  support,  for  allies,  to  enable  him 
to  weather  the  storm.  And  who  at  the  North  could 
give  him  more  efficient  aid  than  the  man  who,  to 
talents  of  the  very  highest  order,  united  in  an  emi- 
nent degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  Whig 
partyl    His  means  of  mischief  were  in  a  ratio  com- 

Sounded  of  those  talents,  of  that  respect  and  confi- 
ence.  Leaning  on  the  jiillars  of  his  mighty  repu- 
tation, which  had  cost  him  years  of  unremitted  toil 
to  erect,  the  Secretary  vainly  fancied  that  his  fall 
was  beyond  the  reacn  of  human  power.  Vain  il- 
lusion! Among  the  honest  and  sturdy  Whig  sons 
of  the  North,  so  far  as  my  acquaintance  extends, 
he  stands  almost  desolate  and  alone,  still  majes- 
tic in  the  ruins  of  his  own  creation.  Like  the 
strong  man,  he  has  madl^  seized  hold  of  the  gran- 
ite eolnmns  of  his  own  fair  fame;  but,  unlike  him, 
he  has  buried  with  himself  neither  friends  nor 
foes  beneath  the  ruins. 

The  more  recent  conduct  of  the  Secretary  well 
warrants  me  in  drawing  conclusions  unfavorable 
to  the  purity  of  motive  which  prompted  his  contin- 
uance in  the  cabinet,  and  his  labors  to  defeat  a  na- 
tional bank.  I  will  not  here  inquire  whether  the 
President,  in  retaining  Mr.  Webster  about  his  per- 
son, calculated  upon  his  influence  in  the  Senate— a 
place  where  he  was  weak,  and  where,  in  regard  to 
eonfirmation  of  nominations,  strength  was  highly 
desirable.  Taking  into  view  the  character  of  the 
parties,  and  the  nature  and  object  of  the  coalition. 
It  is  highly  probable  that  the  potent  influence  of  the 
Secretary  was  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol.  Has  an  attempt  been  made 
to  exert  that  inflnencel  If  so,  it  ha.<t  most  signally 
failed.  The  Whig  portion  of  the  American  Sen- 
ate,  in  the  sternness  of  conceded  virtue,  and  in  the 
grandeur  of  unsuspected  patriotism,  with  no  stain 
of  distrust  resting  on  the  purity  of  its  purpose,  or 
the  constancy  of  its  attachment  to  the  principles  of 
the  party  which  it  so  ably  represents,  presents  a 
spectacle  challenging  the  respect,  the  confidence, 
and  th«  admiration  of  the  world.  There,  Execu- 
tive influence  has  been  powerless:  here,  too,  it  has 
been  nearly  so.  The  sum  total  of  Executive  re- 
cruits from  the  Whigs  in  Congress  anionnts  to 
soma  four  or  five,  all  told.  If  my  colleague  from 
the  Otsego  district  has  inseribed  his  name  on  the 
roster  of  "the  corporal's  guard,"  ft  may  swell  up  to 
six.  How  far  the  appointments  of  Locofocos  to 
office  generally,  or  the  appointments  of  family  con- 
nexions of  Locofoco  members  of  Congress  in  par- 
ticular, or  the  promises  of  appointments  (if  such 
promises  have  been  made)  to  Locofoco  members 
themselves,  to  be  made  in  future,  may  have  influ- 
enced the  course  of  the  ultra  Democracy  on  this 
floor,  I  take  it  not  upon  myself  to  say.  That  these 
appointments  and  promises  have  in  no  small  degree 
souened  the  ferocity  of  'Locofoco  attacks,  speeches 
of  gentlemen  might  be  cited  in  proof. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Kxnnbdt]  not  long  sioce  condescended,  in  a  strain 
alike  complimentary  to  the  intellect  and  good  na- 
ture of  the  President,  to  speak  of  him  as  "a  good 
old  soul!"  What  a  biting  sarcasm!  Words  of 
foulness  and  contempt !  A  good  old  soul,  forsooth  ! 
Ay,  when  wielding  the  veto  club  to  cleave  down 
the  Whig  parly,  a  ''eood  old  soul!"  But,  in  his 
retommendation  of  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury, 
the  "good  old  soul"  has  passed  the  vanishing  point. 
When  appointing  Locofocos  to  office,  a  dear,  "good 
old  soul ;"  hut,  in  retaining  Mr.  Webster  in  his 
cabinet,  he  is  the  incarnation  of  the  evil  spirit  him- 
self. What  a  President,  and  what  a  eulogist !  The 
encomiastic  satire  of  the  one  is  in  all  respects- 
worthy  of  the  political  profligacy  and  ingrained 
stupidity  of  the  other. 

I  have  spoken  of  executive  influence.  This  in- 
fluence may  be  beneficent  or  malign.  Thus  far,  the 
conduct  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  guard 
may  be  attributed  to  the  former.  Up  to  this  period, 
I  have  neither  the  right  nor  disposition  to  impugn 
♦*^-ir  motives.  There  may  be  doubters  and  skep- 
nihisimbjeet;  Irom^uch  left  me  invoke  for  ih&« 


gentlemen  of  the  "euard"  the  charity  of  their 
silence.  Wait  for  the  developments  of*^  time — the 
great  trier  of  things  and  of  men.  Wait  till  the  4th 
of  March,  1845.  If  that  dav  shall  find  them  in  this 
place,  representing,  with  their  well-known  ability, 
the  interests  of  their  constituents;  or.  having  been 
dismissed  the  public  service  here,  it  snail  find  them 
mingling  among  the  masses:  or,  if  that  day  shall 
find  their  shotJdeVs  unsoiled  by  the  robes  of'^cyffice, 
— then  may  those  who,  from  motives  of  prudence, 
now  practise  non-committalism,  award  to  them 
their  unqualified  approbation— so  far,  at  least,  as 
motive  is  concerned. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  by  thi^  good  time  the  eyes  of  the 
Whigs  of  the  country  are  fully  open^lo  a  just  ap- 
preciation of  the  motives  and  the  management  of 
those  who  have  betrayed  them,  and  m^de  the  vain, 
efibrt  to  sell  them  to  the  support  of  the  President. 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  Faneuil  Hall  speech, 
there  were  no  doubt  some  (perhaps  many)  vVhigs 
who  cherished  the  hope  that  Mr.  Webster  would 
return  to  the  fold  from  which  ambition  in  a  fatal 
moment  had  tempted  him  to  wander.  They  thought 
of  his  Herculean  intellect  and  of  his  indomitalile 
spirit  when  fighting  in  the  Senate  the  battles  of  con- 
stitutional liberty;  and  they  were  slow  to  believe 
that  he  had  leA  the  camp  of  the  faithful,  to  form  a 
lasting  alliance  with  a  crooked,  perverse,  and  un- 
circumcised  generation.  But,  sir,  that  speech  ex- 
tinguished the  last  hope  of  his  fewg^emaining 
fjriends. 

Those  who  believed  that  his  efforts  to  defeat  a  na- 
tional bank  were  prompted  by  considerations  of 
anxiety  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Whig 
party,  of  the  position  in  which  a  veto  would  place 
the  President  towards  that  party,  and  the  effect  of 
that  position  on  that  peace  and  harmony — those 
who  believed  that  his  continuance  in  the  cabinet 
resulted  solely  from  a  conviction  that  be  could  there 
best  serve  the  country,  by  conducting  to  a  success- 
ful termination  our  negotiations  with  England — 
were  compelled  then  to  admit  that  they  had  ex- 
tended to  him  a  charity  which  he  did  not  merit. 
Then  it  was  that  the  painful  reality  of  his  tergiver- 
sation was  fully  realized.  Then  it  was,  reviewing 
the  "Umt  ensemble"  of  the  Secretary's  course,  that 
they  discovered  that  ambition  and  the  love  of  place, 
more  than  love  of  country,  had  counselled  him  to  re- 
main in  a  cabinet  from  which  his  hiehminded,  pure, 
and  honored  colleagues  had  retired  In  disgust.  And 
the  honorable  Secretary  was  not  content  to  remain 
in  his  degraded  position  in  silence.  To  evince  his 
subsecviencv  to  the  President,  as  a  volunteer  he 
appears  in  the  public  prints,  and  unblushingl^  her- 
alds to  the  world  not  only  his  want  of  sensibility 
to  insult,  and  of  manhood  to  resent  and  repel  it,  but 
his  filed  determination  to  remain  in  power,  not- 
withstanding all  the  contumely  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  heaped  upon  htm  and  his  late  associates. 

In  his  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, under  date  ofl3th  September,  1841,  he 
informs  us  "that  he  had  seen  no  sufficient  reason 
for  the  dissolution  of  the  late  cabinet  by  the  volun- 
tary act  of  its  own  members." 
•  Sir,  the  Secretary's  optics  were  not  usually  sharp. 
His  eyes  were  dazzled  by  the  glare  of  the  premier- 
ship in  present  possession,  and  of  the  presidential 
coronet  in  the  distance.  He  is  a  Yankee— belong- 
ing to  that  tribe  famed  for  its  coolness  of  calcula- 
tion, ef-pecially  in  all  matters  of  pecuniary  and  pcr- 
tonal  thrift.  Sir,  1  will  not  intimate  that  the  Yan- 
kees are  not  as  sensitive  to  attacks  upon  their  honor 
as  others— such  an  intimation  would  dishonor  my 
own  father,  and  all  my  kindred;  but  the  Secretary 
seems  to  be  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  his 
caste.  The  alligator  is  not  devoid  of  sensitiveness; 
but  it  is  impervious  to  assault,  and  the  hunter's  at- 
tempts to  reach  it  are  vain.  The  rebounding  balls 
of  his  enemy  demonstrate  the  impenetrable  na- 
ture of  the  coat  of  mail  with  which  nature  has 
protected  him. 

The  influence  of  the  Secretary  over  the  Presi- 
dent issaid  to  be  second  to  that  of  no,  other  gentle- 
man; but  he  remains  here.  '*calm  as*  a  summer's 
morning,"  the  quiet  and  pleased  spectator  of  the 
persecution  for  opinion's  sake  which  the  fatuitou^ 
rage  of  the  President  inflicts  upon  his  ci-devant 
brethren. 

What  cares  he  that  Jonathan  Roberts,  and  thou- 
sands of  others — good  men;  hone^t,  faithful,  and 
capable  public  servants— are  rudely  ejected  from 
oflice,  for  no  cause  other  than  that  o^ an  attachment 
to  Mr.  Clay,  to  make  room  for  the  hypocritical  ne- 
ophytes to  Tylerism,  so  long  as  he  continues  quiet- 
ly to  gnaw  the  bone  of  offlcel 


Sir,the  President  exacts  frdm  his  dependauta  a 
strict  execution  of  ihe  cofldlrton  of  the  bond,ihowh 
if  may  consist  in  the  performance  of  services  from 
which  a  well  regulated  and  patriotic  spirit  "wotHd 
revolt.  The  Secretary  was  becomiDff  enervated 
in  the  efljoyinenl  of  IngloHbusease  at  Washington- 
an  important  dedion  was  kbout  lo  take  place  iij 
Massachusetts;  h'e  M^as  therefore  onlered  bv  his 
taskmaster  to  gird  tm  th^  <rtnor,  in  which,  like  an. 
other  CcBXir  de  Lion,  lit  bkd  «o  often  met  and  Tan* 
quished  ihd  stalwart* khighta  hf  the  uHra  Democra. 
cy— to  couch  his  uttconqnered  hnce  against  bis 
once  confidiueapd  generous  allies. 

The  iAme  John  Tj^lier  ivho,  in  his  inan^ral  ad. 
drfe!*s,  prddaimed  that  "he  would  remove  no  fa- 
cuinbcnt  from  crfRce  irHo  has  faithfully  and  hon- 
estly  acquitted  himself  t>f  the  duties  of  his  offi(!e 
except  he  has  been  giliTty  of  an  active  parlisansbip 
or  by  secret  meaiis-*the  less  manly,  and  therefore 
the  more  objectionable— has  given  hisinflnenceto 
the  purposes  of  party,  thereby  bringing  the  pairoft- 
age  of  the  Government  in  conflict  with  the  freedom 
of  elections;" — this  same  political  pope,  who,  on  the 
28th  of  September,  issued  from  the  Vatican  a  pom- 
pous bull,  threatening  de(*apitation  to  eiecntm 
officers  who  "had  viohited  the  obligations  vhich 
they  impliedly  assumed  on  taking  office  tinder 
(my)  his  administration,  of  abstaining  from  any 
active  partisanship,  or  in  any  way  connectiog  their 
offices  with  party  politics,  or  using  them  for  party 
purposes;"— tne  same  John  Tyler  unblDsbinj^ly  com- 
missioned his  prime  minister  to  desecrate  Uie  "cra- 
dle of  liberty,"  insult  the  Whigs  of  the  old  Bay 
State,  and  aid  in  the  achievement  of  a  Locofoco 
triumph  in  that  venerable  and  patriotic  CoQunQD- 
wea  1th!  Who  can  compare  this  ukase  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  the  office-holders,  with  the  electiooeeriog 
tour  of  his  Secretary,  and  not  feel  a  contempt  alike 
for  master  and  fbr  mani  I  know  not  which  most 
to  abhor— the  base  hynocijsy  of  the  President,  or 
the  mean  servility  of  tne  minister. 

And  thus,  in  this  green  morning  of  oar  natiooal 
existence,  for  the  first  time  has  been  exhibited  to  the 
astonished  view  of  the  American  people  the  re- 
volting spectacle  of  a  political  crusade  of  a  Sec- 
retary of  State  against  the  peace  and  integrity  of  Oie 
party  which  elevated  him  to  office,  attended  wlih 
the  pomp  and  parade  of  official  pageantry,  and  viih 
the  delivery  of  a  partisan  speech  by  this  saaie  Se^ 
retary,  as  destitute  of  taste  and  of  power  as  itvas 
insulting  to  the  *'good  men  and  trne"  whowera 
doomed  to  witness  the  degradation  of  their  onca 
beloved  orator. 

Sir,  the  time  is  not  distant  when  the  Secretary 
would  give  all  the  wealth  of  all  the  Indies  to  have 
every  trace  of  that  speech  blmted  fVom  the  recol- 
lection of  his  countrymen.  Would  to  God  I  eoold 
throw  over  it  the  thick  mantle  of  oblivior,  aod  r^ 
place  its  unhappy  author  on  the  proud  pionade  he 
occupied  on  the  4th  of  March,  1841 !  Vain  wish! 
The  recording  angel  has  performed  his  office;  an 
ocean  of  penitezttial  tears  cannot  efface  the  recori 
There  will  it  stand,  through  all  time,  a  monnmeiit 
of  the  frailly  and  folly  of  mJman  greatness. 

What  must  have  been  the  anguish  of  feeling  of 
men  like  Abbott  Lawrence,  when  the  mendicant 
orator  after  referring  to  many  offices  in  the  cus- 
toms nlled  with  Whigs,  and  to  the  mission  toJSog* 
land,  so  aby  filled  by  an  accomplished  scholar  and 
statesman — all  of  which  opposition  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr,  Tyler  might  place  injeopardy~pi»- 
ously  inquires,  *'Where  do  the  Whigs  inicnd  to 
place  rael    Where  am  I  to  go?" 

Here,  again,  the  fear  of  the  loss  of  office— (he 
necessary  result,  in  this  reign  of  terror,  of  afaiihlol 
adherence  to  principle — is  most  plainly  developed. 
Sir,  had  there  been  in  that  assemblage  one  true, 
honest,  and  frank  friend  of  the  inquiring  Secr^ 
tary,  he  would,  in  response,  have  cited  him  to  the 
5th  verse  of  the  27th  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  and, 
in  the  spirit  of  pity  and  of  mercy,  would  haTc^e^ 
cmmended  to  him  the  example  of  his  great  proto< 
type,  recorded  in  the  verse  referred  to  by  the  faith- 
ful evangelist. 

A  great  man  guilty  of  Ingratitude  to  hisfrienife, 
of  the  abandonrnent  of  his  principles  for  the  sake 
of  office,  and  of  treachery  to  his  party,  c^n  finda 
resting-place  only  in  the  grave.  There  may  his 
bones  and  his  faults  repose  together,  in  the  oncer- 
tain  hope  that  the  hand  of  friendship  may  place  on 
the  title-page  of  his  biography  Ihe  charitable  mai- 
im,  "De  moriuis  nil  nisi  l>onum."  But,  living,  ia 
vain  may  he  invoke  the  charity  of  the  world,  dm 
cannot  escape  the  daily  reproaches  of  friendshj 
betrayed,  of  faith  violated,  and  patriotism  ontrafed, 
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Id  the  laog^Qage  of  Scripture,  should  he  "take  the 
vin^  of  the  moming,  and  flv  lo  the  uttermost  parts 
oTtiiie  sea/'  even  there  will  toe  voice  of  violated  ob- 
Ijiation  reach  him,  land  nightly  disturb  the  repose 
of  his  bed-chamber. 

The  inquiry.  "Where  am  I  to  goT*  seems  to  have 
been  made  in  tne  spirit  of  deprecatory  anticipation. 
The  4th  of  March,  1845,  will  soon  arrive.  Theo, 
in  anguish  and  bitterness  ol  soul,  will  he  make  the 
same  inquiry.  And  the  spirit  of  prophecy  need  not 
be  invoked  to  Indite  the  answer. 

Then  will  rush  upon  him,  with  afflictive  and 
soul-rending  for<:e,  thefirightful  recollections  of  the 
past,  and  painful  forebodings  of  the  future.  Though 
now  flittering  in  the  pride  of  place,  the  subject  of 
hearuess  flattery  and  of  hollow  respect,  then  he 
will  find  ''none  so  poor  to  do  him  reverence." 

And  now,  the  Secretary,  having  fulfilled  his  po- 
litical embassjT,  no  doubt  enjoys  with  infinite  goui 
the  fruits  of  his  treachery,  in  witnessing  the  chair 
of  the  Hancocks  defiled  by  an  ultra  Democrat— 
the  abettor  of  revolutions,  the  hero  of  clambakes, 
and  the  instigator  of  a  rebellion  which  threatened 
to  wrap  a  neighboring  State  in  flames,  and  del- 
uge it  with  blood. 

But  I  must  part  with  the  honorable  Secretary. 
We  could  have  better  spared  a  beuer  man.  But 
■he  has  gone;  and  peace  to  his  political  ashes!  It 
Wlongs  QiQt  to  me  to  write  his  epitaph.  An  honest, 
pMfMiic, :  and  betrayed  party,  and  a  deserted  coun- 
tfy,  will,  in  their  own  proper  time,  inscribe  on  his 
loadstone  iid  appropriate  "nic  jacet." 

A  few  -words  more,  hpwever,  before  final  leave- 

a;  Sir.  the  impudence  of  the  Fanenil  Hall 
is  in  keeping  with  all  the  circumstances  un- 
ich  it  was  deli  vex  ed.  Men  of  h  igh  stand  ing 
md  ezalt«d  worth— Mason,  Russell,  Gluincy,  Otis, 
SaitoBSftall,  Lawrence,  and  others— had  assembled 
to  greet  their  old  friend,  and  to  hear  from  his  lips 
the  words  of  consolation  and  of  hope.  And  what 
did  they  heacl  Was  their  drooping  courage 
aroused,  to  engage  with  fresh  vigor  in  the  battle 
then  about  to  be  fought  in  Massachusetts  between 
the  Whigs  and' their  old  restless  and  implacable  en- 
emiesi  were  they  urged  to  the  contest  by  that 
voice  which  so  oAen  had  cheered  them  on  to  vic- 
tory? No,  sir;  nothing  like  this.  They  were 
compelled  to  listen  to  a  speech  made  up  of  self- 

! glorification  of  the  orator,  of  his  apprehensions  of 
OSS  of  ofi^e,  if  he  continued  firm  to  his  Whig 
principle;^  and  of  insolent  and  unmerited  rebuke 
of  his  nearers.  In  the  person  of  Abbott  Lawrence, 
then  before  him,  was  the  chairman  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Whig  convention,  then  lately  convened,  to 
nominate  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
'Governor  of  the  State.  He  and  his  associates  in 
the  convention  were  denounced  for  their  virtue  and 
independence,  in  declaring  to  the  world  a  final  sep- 
aratfon  between  the  Whigs  of  the  old  Bay  State 
and  their  recreant  President.  Their  right  to  utter 
these  sentiments  was  challenged  and  denied;  and 
they  were  insultingly  told  that  they  were  sent  to  the- 
convention  for  no  such  purpose. 

In  imitation  of  all  similar  conventions,  they  had 
adopted  resolutions  expressive  of  their  opinions  of 
public  men  and  public  measures;  and  for  this  ex- 

Sression  they  received  at  the  hands  of  the  arrogant 
ecretary  the  casiigation  of  his  censure. 
{I3cre  Mr.  Clark's  hour  expired.    He  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  write  out  the  balance  of  his  re- 
marks.  He  intended,  if  time  had  permitted,  to  have 
said  something  like  the  following:] 

And,  sir,  it  was  not  sufficient  that  the  excellent 
gentlemen  referred  to  were  thus  grossly  insulted  in 
public  by  an  impudent,  itinerant  Secretary;  but  two 
of  them — Abbott  Lawrence,  and  my  friend,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  so  ably  represents  the  Essex 
district,  [Mr.  Siltonbtall,!  and  who,  by  his  gen- 
uine moral  and  political  nrmness,  has  endeared 
himself  to  every  Whig  in  the  Union — were  selected 
by  the  Secretary  as  the  peculiar  subjects  of  ridicule 
and  lampoon.  They  were  caricatured  in  the  col- 
umns of^the  court  journal  under  the  control  of 
Tyler,  Webster,  &  Co..  in  the  following  article, 
under  the  date  of  Oct.  13, 1842: 

"Messrs.  Webster  and  Cushing,  it  seems,  have 
been  guilty  of  the  gross,  the  enormous  ofience  of 
censuring  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  where 
Abtx>tt  Lawrence  presided,  and  which  Leverett 
Saltonstail  addressed. 

"The  Secretary  of  State  finding  fault  with  the 
decisions  of  an  owner  of  spinning  jennies  and  a 
retailer  of  tapes  and  cottons!  Ye  gods!  it  doth 
amaze  me.  Is  there  no  law  in  Boston  for  scand^- 
)am  msf^natuml    No  consideration  of  the  decen* 


cies  of  Stat  ion  7  Boston  can  be  correct  Boston  no 
longer,  J f  she  allows  an  individual  of  mere  intellec- 
tual notoriety  and  some  slight  political  standing, 
to  publicly  admonish— nay,  censure,  'berate  and  be- 
labor,* (those  are  the  very  words V;-a  man  whose  vast 
mind  has  been  deeply  engaged  in  the  coloring  of 
cloths,  and  whose  arithmetical  science  is  so  pro- 
foundly available.  And  Caleb  Cushing  belabors 
Leverett  Saltonstall !  Lejeune  vaut  pas  la  chan- 
delU;  i.  e.  the  man  who  can  hunt  down  an  antler  of 
ten,  belittles  his  reputation  by  knocking  over  a  poor 

Whether  the  same  number  of  the  paper  contain- 
ed the  assertion  that  the  Fanenil  Hall  speech  and 
General  Scours  letter  had  "put  an  end  to  Clay's 
prospects,"  or  whether  it  contained  the  annuncia- 
tion of  the  Whig  defeat  in  Georgia  in  capitals— 
"The  work  goes  bravely  onl"  "Great  destruction 
of 'coons  in  Georgia!"—!  do  not  at  this  moment  re- 
member. 

And  thud  it  is,  that  an  expression  of  a  difference 
of  opinion  with  Mr.  Wensier  subjects  the  most 
pure  and  intelligent  merchants  and  statesmen  of  the 
country  to  the  ribald  scofis  and  sneers  of  a  man 
who  is  unworthy  to  unloose  the  latchet  of  their 
shoe*. 

Were  there  not  in  that  convention  those  whose 
hearts  throbbed  with  indignant  emotion  at  this  inso- 
lent assumption  of  ministerial  prerogative!  If 
there  were  not,  then,  indeed,  has  the  blood  of  their 
revolutionary  sires,  of  their  Hancock,  and  of  iheir 
Adams,  ceased  to  flow  in  the  veins  of  their  de- 
scendants. 

Sir,  I  will  not  impute  to  these  excellent  men 
the  slightest  insensibility  to  insult;  and  I  hazard 
little  in  saying  that,  could  the  Secretary  have  look- 
ed into  the  recesses  of  their  tortured  bosoms,  while 
listening  to  this  outpouring  of  vanity,  egotism,  and 
venom,  ne  would  have  discovered  a  conflict  of  emo- 
tions in  which  contempt  and  indignation  were 
struggling  for  the  mastery. 

And  here  1  must  take  leave  of  the  honorable 
Secretary;  and,  in  so  doing,  let  me  commend  to  his 
attention  the  fable  of  the  kind-hearted  husbandman 
and  the  frozen  adder.  Sir,  I  leave  him  to  ponder 
on  its  moral,  and  draw  from  it  what  consolation  he 
may. 

But  the  honorable  Secretary,  though  pre-eminent, 
stands  notalone  in  the  deforraitv  in  which  ingrati- 
tude and  treachery  have  clothed  him.  In  the  per- 
son of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  has  found  a  wil- 
ling, if  not  an  efficient  coadjutor.  Though  he  may 
not  successfully  compete  with  him  in  intellectual 
strength,  he  may  aspire,  with  no  humble  pretension, 
to  a  fair  portion  of  the  honors  with  which  insensi- 
bility, cold-heartedness,  sordid  ambition,  and  Is- 
carlotism  adorn  their  possessors.  To  a  head  of  no 
inconsiderable  strength  and  clearness,  he  joins  a 
heart  cased  in  triplesteel,  and  responsive  alone  to 
the  calls  of  self-aggrandizement.  Untiring  in  ap- 
plication, and  prompt  in  manoeuvre,  he  watches, 
with  cat-like  intensity,  the  revolutions  of  the  politi- 
cal wheel,  and,  careless  of  the  power  that  propelsit, 
obtains  a  quiet  lodgment  in  its  topmost  bucket. 

Though  an  Issachar  in  politics,  "crouching  down 
between  two  burdens"  to  efi*eci  his  objects,  bis  great 
archetype  undoubtedly  is  Dan,  who,  in  the  pro- 
phetic language  of  the  dying  patriarch,  was  to  be 
"a  serpent  in  the  wav,  an  adder  in  the  path,  biting 
the  horse's  heels,  so  that  his  rider  should  fall  back- 
ward." 

Although  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War 
has  enacted  many  astounding  political  summersets, 
he  has  exhibited,  in  his  recent  demonstration  of 
ground  and  lofly  tumbling,  a  r&pidity  and  boldness 
of  movement,  a  suppleness  of  conformation,  an  apt- 
itude for  juxtaposition,  and  a  flipflappishness  of 
harlequin ry,  which  may  well  excite  the  unbound- 
ed admiration  and  applause  of  the  most  accomplish- 
ed performers  in  the  ring. 

in  September,  1841.  the  Secretary,  indignant  at 
the  outrages  committed  by  the  President  upon  the 
honor  and  principles  of  the^  Whig  party  in  New 
York,  and  acting  upon  that  occasion  as  its  cham- 
pion, issued  an  address  to  the  party,  appealing  to 
their  injured  patriotism  and  wounded  pride  to  meet 
in  convention  at  Syracuse  to  express  their  feelings 
of  abhorrence  at  tne  usurpations  and  treachery  of 
the  President.  In  pursuance  of  this  appeal,  the 
convention  met.  But  where  wa^  the  burning  and 
I'uflignant  John  C.  Spencer,  whose  voice  was  to  have 
l^roused  the  dormant  Whi^  from  their  lethargy, 
infitscd  new  life  and  energy  into  their  chilled  veins, 
ind  rallied  them  to  the  polls  at  the  election  then 
'  ftSt  approaching?    Sir,  he  was  among  the  missing.  • 


To  the  summons  himself  had  issued,  there  was  en- 
dorsed a  return  of  "n^w  est  inventus."  While,  in 
obedience  to  that  call,  his  faithful  brethren  were  in 
consultation  in  regarj)  to  the  adoption  of  measures 
best  calculated  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the 
party  and  the  country,  Mr.  Spencer,  like  a  cower- 
ing and  skulking  culprit,  afraid  that  the  honest  sun 
should  peer  out  upon  his  treason,  was  crouching 
in  a  dark  corner  of  a  dingy  room  at  Brown's,  in  this 
city,  taking  lessons  from  his  fugleman  in  the  art 
and  mystery  of  making  bows,  grimaces,  and  con- 
gees, which  might  be  acceptable  to  the  tenant  of  the 
palace. 

Sir,  the  secretaryship  of  which  he  is  the  incum- 
bent was  ofifered  to,  and  finally  conferred  upon 
him,  fur  the  sole  purpose  of  defeating  the  Whigs 
in  the  election  reterred  to.  The  wire-workers  at 
Washington  knew  their  man,  and  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  his  apostacy.  They  knew  him  to  be  the 
author  of  the  address,  and  thev  calculated  that  his 
appointment  would  lull  the  Whigs  to  repose.  It 
was  intended  as  a  wet  blanket  for  the  Syracuse 
convention,  and  as  an  opiate  to  drug  that  portion  of 
the  Whig  parly  who  yet  fondly  (t.  e.  foolishly) 
hoped  that  John  Tyler  was  true  to  his  principles 
and  to  his  party,  into  a  fatal  security.  It  was  an 
artful  game,  most  foully,  wickedlv.and,  I  regret  to 
add,  successfully  played.  The  Whi&r  party  in  the 
State  was  once  more  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  the 
Locofoco  Dagon — not  oy  the  power  of  open,  gener- 
ous enemies,  but  by  the  coldness  and  apathy  of  Ks 
friends,  produced,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  defec< 
tion  of  Spencer. 

Well  do  r  remember,  sir,  on  my  return  homjC, 
when  speaking  to  some  of  my  "Whig  constituents 
of  the  recusancy  of  Mr.  Tyler,  that  I  was  rebuked, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  Secretary  was  referrea 
to  in  proof  of  the  President's  fidelity  to  his  party. 
Mr.  Spencer,  by  a  long  course  of  hypocritical  pro* 
fession,  had  become  a  prominent  and  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Whig  party  in  the  Srate;  and  many,  un- 
acquainted with  the  history  and  the  passions  oi  the 
man,  were  incredulous  to  the  suggestion  that  be 
was  to  be  the  instrument  of  the  President  for  the 
prostration  of  their  party  in  the  Empire  State.  But 
the  delusion  has  vanished;  the  scales  have  fallen 
from  the  eyes  of  the  doubters,  and  he  is  now  pre- 
.sented  in  the  bald  and  naked  turpitude  of  his  cnar* 
acter.  He  has  performed  the  dirty  work  of  his 
employers,  and  is  now  here  receiving  his  reward, 
the  wages  of  political  iniquity.  But,  sir,  I  am  hap- 
py to  say  that  he  no  longer  possesses  the  power  of 
mischief  to  the  Whigs  of  Wew  York.  The  lion's 
skin  has  been  torn  from  his  recreant  shoulders;  and 
he  stands  forth  a  hyena,  fattening  on  the  mutilated 
corpses  of  his  recent  friends.  The  impotence  of 
his  last  recent  efibrt  in  the  service  of  his  master  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  was  equalled  only  by  its 
mendacity  and  impudence.  In  my  judgment,  my 
colleague  was  rignt  when  he  told  us  the  other  day 
that,  so  far  from  having  a idedMt  actually  injured 
his  (the  Lorofoco)  party.  The  Whigs  had  become 
familiar  with  his  duplicity,  and  were  not  again  to 
be  the  subjects  of  his  impositions.  A  few  more 
such  efTons  would  have  aroused  the  Whigs 
throughout  the  State  to  a  general  and  triumphant 
rally. 

To  the  close  observing  portion  of  the  Whig 
party,  no  evidence  of  Mr.  Spencer's  defection  was 
wanted,  other  than  that  furnished  bv  his  acceptance 
of  a  place  in  a  cabinet  from  which  nad  been  ejected 
Crittenden,  Bell,  Granger,  and  Ewing — men  whom 
the  Whig  part^  delighted  to  honor — men  in  whose 
persons  the  entire  Whig  party  throughout  the  coun- 
try had  been  insulted  by  a  fickle,  vacillating,  and 
imbecile  Executive;  expelled,  because  they  would 
not  compromise  their  principles,  and,  like  The  Sec- 
retary of  War,  play  the  apostate.  I  say  expelled; 
for  though  the  members  of  the  cabinet  ^wiih  one 
notable  and  dishonorable  exception)  re.<:igned,  yet 
a  further  continuance  in  it  had  become  incompati- 
ble with  self-respect,  and  with  their  duty  to  their 
party  and  the  country.  No  true  Whi?,  having  the 
slightest  respect  for  Jiimself  or  for  Whig  princi- 
ples, would  have  occupied  a  place  from  which  the 
patriotic  and  talented  Bell  had  been  driven  for  his 
steadfast  devotion  to  those  principles. 

Sir,  the  labors  of  love  of  Mr.  Spencer  were  as 
useless  as  they  were  gratuitous  and  insulting;  and 
he  has  no  just  right  to  join  his  colleague  in  office 
and  in  guilt,  who  aided  in  the  overthtow  of  tha 
Whigs  in  Massachusetts,  in  shouting  pseans  to  the 
triumphs  of  Locofocoism  in  the  State  ofNew  Yoi:k, 
achieved  by  his  agency. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  he  has  contrived  to  ' 
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pose  on  the  soft  and  plastic  mind  of  his  confiding 
Excellency  the  belief  ihat  New  York  writhes  in  the 
rerolting  embraces  of  ilie  ultra  Democracy,  through 
the  efforts  of  his  faithful  minister.  I  doubt  it  not. 
And  I  doubt  not  that,  in  the  wassails  of  the  palace, 
some  insulated  recess  has  oAen  be^  vocal  with  the 
voices  of  the  merry  trio  chanting  hosannas  to  the 
conquerors  of  the  Whig  party  and  the  despoilers  of 
their  country. 

Sir,  let  them  quaff  on  and  sing  on.  The  day  of 
fearful  retribution  will  soon  come.  Though  uuw 
high  in  power,  sparkling  in  its  sunshine  and  revel- 
ling in  its  enjoyments,  rest  assured,  sir,  that  their 
political  "damnation  slumbereth  not."  On  the  4ih 
day  of  March,  1845,  by  the  common  consent  of  all 
parties,  they  will  be  consigned  to  a  political  pande- 
monium, where,  in  the  bosom  of  a  restless  and  dis- 
appointed ambition,  "the  worm  dicth  not,  and  the 
fire  is  not  quenched." 

Sir,  amtd  all  the  gloom  which  treachery  has 
thrown  around  the  Whig  party,  I  do  not  permit 
myself  to  doubt  that  iis  recuperative  energies  will 
marshal  it  to  the  field  in  lait;  and  then,  a^i  in  1810, 
victory  will  again  perch  upon  its  standard.  Let 
not  the  Locofoco  legions  "lay  the  flaiiering  unction 
to  their,  souls"  that  they  are  to  have  a  bloodless 
field.  No,  sir;  they  shall  have  war— war  it  n us  aipu- 
lOy  in  all  its  honorable  forms,  and  with  nil  its  con- 
suming fierceness — and  waged,  too,  with  a  spirit 
which  would  do  honor  to  the  most  chivalric  cam- 
paign of  1840. 

Under  the  banner  of  patriotism,  inscribed^  with 
the  name  of  the  honest,  frank,  fearless,  and  pairioiic 
"Harry  of  the  West" — associated,  as  I  confidently 
trust  It  will  be,  with  the  name  of  a  Northern  jjenile- 
man  well  known  to  the  country  for  his  fearlessness, 
integrity,  and  indomitable  spirit,  and  under  which 
all  opposed  to  the  Robespierrean  Democracy,  be 
they  old  Whigs  or  new  Conservatives,  may  rally — 
the  Whig  party  will  again  take  the  field,  and  wage 
the  war  with  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  which  char- 
acterized the  triumphs  in  New  York  in  1838  and 
1839,  and  the  general  triumph  throughout  the  coun- 
try in  1840.  Under  such  a  banner,  and  with  such 
a  spirit,  we  shall  reconquer  the  laurels  of  which 
treachery  has  robbed  us,  and  again  attempt  (and, 
under  the  auspices  of  a  faithful  President,  success- 
fully attempt)  to  raise  the  country  from  the  horri- 
ble pit  of  Locofocoism,  and  place  it  on  the  rock  of 
solid  and  enduring  prosperity. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  TALLMADGE, 

OF  NEW  YORK,  ' 
Jn  SejuUe,  February  6, 1843.— On  the  exchequer. 

The  bill  "amendatorv  of  the  several  acts  estab- 
lishing the  Treasury  Department"  being,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  TiLLUADOfi,  taken  up,  he  proceeded 
to  address  the.  Senate  to  the  followmg  efiect,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  provisions  of  the  bill: 

Mr.  T.  regretted  (he  said)  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  forward  this  measure  at  an  earlier 
period.  The  delay  had  not  occurred  on  his  own 
account,  or  through  his  instance,  but  had  been 
yielded  to  th^  request  of  other  Senators.  Some 
two  weeks  since,  it  had  been  assigned  a  day  under 
a  special  order.  Meantime,  however,  came  on 
the  important  debate  (en  the  Oregon  question) 
which  has  so  much  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Senate.  Until  this — unexpectedly  prolonged  as  it 
had  been — was  terminated,  he  had  not  chosen  to 
distract  the  attention  of  the  body  by  a  double  dis- 
cussion. The  Senate  would  pardon  him  this  little 
preliminary  vindication  of  himself  against  a  pos- 
sible imputation  of  remissness,  or  of  disregard  for 
his  own  voluntary  pledges  of  bringing  forward  the 
measure  anew  at  the  earliest  time   in  his  power. 

The  i^eneral  purpose  of  the  bill  (Mr.  T.  went  on 
to  say)  IS  to  do  something  for  the  country,  as  to 
currency  and  exchanges.  Substantially,  the  bill  is 
the  same  as  that  brought  in  last  winter  by  report  of 
that  select  committee  of  which  1  had  the  honor  to 
be  chairman.  To  the  report  then  submitted  with 
the  bill,  the  Senate  will  allow  me  to  refer  them  for 
those  more  amplified  details  and  arguments  which 
are  less  necessary  now  that  the  Senate  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  general  plan.  I  propose,  at  present, 
only  to  re-state  those  larger  points  of  then  measure, 
upon  the  soundness  of  which,  and  their  competency 
for  the  object  in  view,  the  entire  question  must 
rest. 

As,  then,  what  is  mainly  proposed  is  to  do  some- 
thing which  may  redeem  the  currency  and  ex- 
changes of  the  country  from  their  present  wretch- 
^  CQUfiwiQPi  it  is  at  least  necessary,  for  the  form- 


ality ot  a  regular  argument  or  investigation,  to 
ask  what  would,  in  every  other  sense,  be  superflu- 
ous—wbeiher  iiie  coun'ry  at  large  siands  in  any  ve- 
hement, any  unusual  need  of  such  interposition, 
such  exertion  of  any  power  applicable  to  the  pur- 
poses in  view  as  the  Government  may  possess? 

If^  the  common  disasters  of  a  whole  land  ever 
challenged  justice  or  pity  from  its  rulers;  if  a  deso- 
lation more  widely  spread,  if  less  total,  than  any 
which  the  ravages  of  war  c.  er  infiicted,isa  thingde- 
manding  public  reliefj  if  a  general  havoc  of  nearly 
all  private  fortune,  and  an  overthrow  of  all  public 
credit,  are  matters  that  call  for  some  effort  of  the 
prudence  or  power  of  the  whole  community, — I  may 
surely,  in  the  unexampled  distress  which  convulses 
the  entire  body  politic,  find  enough  to  warrant  me 
in  saying  that  the  need  of  doing  something  is  terri- 
bly, and  iis  delay  inexcusable,  if  there  is  within  the 
legitimate  and  safe  resorts  of  our  Government  any- 
thing that  can  be  done. 

The  condition  of  the  country  I  will  not  attempt 
to  describe.  lam  not  master  enough  of  the  im- 
agery of  hufTcring  and  gloom  to  paint  a  picture  of 
such  varion*?  and  such  cruel  calamity.  Afflicting 
as  it  IS  to  look  upon,  it  is  doubly  painful  from  the 
sirongp,  the  violent,  the  dismal  contrast  which  it 
oilers  wiih  the  youth,  the  strengih,  the  cu>!ouiary 
prosperity  of  our  country,  and  the  teeming  re- 
sources which  vainly  lie  all  around  us.  We  arcs 
beggars  in  the  midst  of  the  most  boundless  natural 
wealth;  we  are  starving  in  the  midst  of  the  unex- 
hausted fertility  of  a  soil  capable  of  yielding  us  al- 
most anything;  and  the  profusest  blessings  of  na- 
ture, and  the  highest  boon  of  political  freedom, 
seem,  for  the  time,  bestowed  upon  us  equally  in 
vain. 

For  all  this  there  must  be  some  adequate  cause. 
♦Visibly  to  all  eyes,  it  is  the  extreme  and  rapid  re- 
duction of  the  circulating  medium — under  the 
heavy  individual  and  public  engagements  which 
an  equally  extreme  previous  inflation  had  given 
rise  to— which  has  produced,  and  threatens  greatly 
to  prolong,  all  that  we  are  snfi'ering.  Such  (though 
not  the  sole)  is  certainly  the  great  and  leading 
cause  of  what,  as  politicians  oi' statesmen,  we  must 
speak;  because  it  is  clearly  to  this  cause  that  we 
must  address  ourselves,  as  to  the  only  thing  worthy 
of  a  statesman's  thoughts,  or  a  test  of  his  skill — ^the 
possibility  of  a  remedy. 

I,  sir,  and  those  with  whom  I  have  generally  con- 
curred in  rolitical  views,  have  (I  repeat)  felt  satis- 
fied that,  tnou^h  there  may  have  been  many  causes 
for  this  state  of  things,  yet  the  great  and  immediate 
one  lies  at  present  in  the  deranged  condition  of  the 
currency  and  exchanges  of  the  country.  As  to  the 
origin  of  that  derangement,  there  maybe  a  diversi- 
ty of  opinion;  but  there  can  be  none  as  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  fact,  and  little  as  to  the  powerful 
influence  which  it  exerts  in  all  that  we  are  now 
witnessing. 

Without  question,  it  is  one  of  the  saddest  and 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  characteristics  of  party 
and  of  politics  in  this  country,  that,  unscrupulous 
of  everything  but  to  strengthen  their  own  moment- 
ary force,  they  seize,  and  endeavor  to  make  a  part 
of  themselves,  everything  alike — ^no  matter  how 
little  of  a  party  nature,  and  no  matter  how  much 
the  prejudice  to  the  public  interests  which  may  en- 
sue from  thus  transforming  many  questions  purely 
national  into  matters  of  partisan  warfare.  There 
is  no  subject  which,  in  pomt  of  magnitude,  in  point 
of  universality,  and  in  point  of  being  proper  to 
trade  alone,  was  less  fit  to  be  flung  into  the  mere 
cockpit  of  party  strife,  than  this  of  the  currency. 
Yet,  unfortunately  for  the  country,  the  instant  that 
it  could  be  rendered  anything  that  it  should  never 
have  been — anything  that  it  could  never,  with  safe- 
\y  to  the  country,  become— it  was,  from  a  commer- 
cial, turned  into  a  political  question— the  mere 
watchword  and  battle-cry  of  conflicts  with  which 
such  a  simply  commercial  question  should  never 
have  been  mixed.  It  was  not  to  the  agitation  of 
political  passions,  ever  extreme  and  exaggerated 
m  what  lor  the  moment  occupies  them,  that  such 
a  question  could  be  committed  for  any  safe  de- 
cision. As  long  as  such  questions  are  made  the 
rallying  call  of  party,  derangement  of  the  currency 
and  exchanges  will  continue;  and  the  consequent 
derangement  of  the  whole  business  afl^airs  of  the 
community.  It  is  surely  time,  amidst  the  ex- 
tremity of  distress  into  which  this  false  and  unhap- 
py management  of  the  question,  has  plunged  us,  to 
drop  those  party  distinctions  and  think  once  more 
of  the  public  suflerings  around  us,  and  the  duty — 
if  there  be  a  possibility— of  lightening  or  evtn  re- 


lieving them,  by  a  calm  and  a  prudent  legi«5laiion 
In  this  great  council,  holding  in  its  hands  to  sach 
an  extent  the  destinies  of  the  entire  nation,  ihe  fim 
consideration  should  be,  how  best  to  fulfil  what  we 
owe  to  the  country  at  large,  now  reduced  to  a  con. 
di lion  too  disastrous  to  oe  much  longer  endarei 
That  condition,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  in  myjo£ 
ment  imperatively  demands  that  we  unite  on  some 
such  measure  of  relief  as  that  proposed  by  ihisbill 
The  time  unhappily  is  past,  when,  unemUirrasied 
by  the  difficulties  which  delay  has  thickened  over 
the  matter,  we  could,  comparatively  at  our  ease 
have  deliberated  of  measures  and  methods  now  no 
longer  in  our  choice.    Formerly  we  might  with 
a  freedom  to  select  from  all  that  experience  offered 
of  good,  have  held  calm  counsel  as  to  what  was 
best:  now,  reduced  to  far  sadder  afflictions,  and  with 
a  far  narrower  choice  of  modes  of  relief,  we  arc 
left  to  ask  not  "what  is  besil"  but  "what  'k  it  now 
possible  to  dot'*    The  people  are  crying  aloodon 
all  sides  for  relief.      For  that  relief  they  lam  their 
eyes,  from  all  quarters  of  the  country,  to  this  Got. 
ernment.    They  ask  you  not  for  relief  from  their 
private,  their  individual  misfortunes,  which  ihey 
know  you  cannot  cure;  but  relief  from  a  wretched 
condition  of  the  circulation,  which  denies  them  all 
possibility  of  redeeming  and  retrieving  i heir  losws 
and  which  you  can  cure.     They  nsk  you  to  <nve 
them,  not  an  illegitimate  and  individual  aid;  bit  to 
aflbrd  to  their  private  necessities  the  indirect  assist. 
ance  of  what  the  public  business  as  imnerioaslr 
requires — a  better  mechanism   of  ioiercoao^,  a 
.sounder  vehicle  of  their  business  and  of  yonr  own. 
Such  is  demanded,  not  more  by  individual  conre- 
ience  than  by  the  public  interests.    If,  in  the  mao- 
agement  of  its  own  finances,  the  GovemmeDt  caa, 
at  the  same  time,  furnish  an  element  of  exchange 
that  will  go  far  to  give  the  country  what  it  so  much 
needs,  and  what  seems  so  little  attainable  in  tny 
other  way — a  sound  currency- is  it  not  bound  to 
do  sol 

Are  gentlemen,  then,  to.  fold  their  arms  and  pro- 
nounce that  nothing  can  be  donel  Here  is  at  leas: 
a  measure  which  will  do  something.  It  may  not 
accomplish  all  that  could  be  wished:  but  it  will 
effect  much.  It  cannot  fail  to  afford  to  commerce  a 
good  and  a  general  instrument,  which  it  does  not 
now  possess:  it  must,  to  its  entire  extent,  infuse  into 
the  circulation  an  element  of  correction  and  sound* 
ness;  and  these  indirect  but  important  effects  as  to 
private  business  will  be  but  incidental  results  from 
a  system  of  which  the  more  immediate  benefits 
accrue  to  the  Government  itself,  as  to  the  distriba* 
tion  and  management  of  its  receipts  and  disbane< 
ments. 

In  what  it  thus  proposes,  there  is  surely  nothing 
that  is  not  strictly  compatible  with  the  constitutioo- 
al  powers  of  the  GK)vernment — with  such  powen,  I 
mean|  as  are  inseparable  from  its  duty  of  the  col< 
lection,  safekeeping^,  and  di^ursement  of  the  pub- 
lic revenues.  If,  m  performing  these  functions, it 
can,  at  the  same  time,  indirectly  and  incidental^ 
aflbrd  to  the  business  of  the  country  facilities  ot 
exchange  and  currency  which  involve  not  a  loss 
but  a  benefit  in  the  public  business  itself,  surely  it 
is  strongly  its  duty  to  do  so.  The  provisions  of 
this  bill  aim  at  nothing  more. 

It  will,  at  all  events,  establish  oneg^reat  andfoo- 
damental  principle — a  principle  which  is  the  di- 
viding line  between  the  extremes  of  parties,  and 
which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  these  systems, 
whether  they  present  themselves  in  the  shape  of  a 
national  bank,  an  exchequer,  or  in  any  other  Ibrm- 
namely,  that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  oftheGes- 
eral  Government,  in  the  collection  and  disbors6 
ment  of  its  revenues,  to  aid  in  furnishing  a  uniform 
currency,  and  regulating  the  exchanges  of  the 
country.  Much  will  have  been  achieved  by  the 
establishment  of  this  great  principle,  and  the  found* 
ation  will  be  laid,  on  which  a  su|>erstructnre  can 
be  erected,  with  proportions  regulated  by  the  con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  Government  and  the  wants 
of  the  country. 

Since  the  foundation  of  this  (Jovemmcnt,  differ- 
ent methods  of  effecting  this  object  of  connecting 
the  management  of  the  pu'blic  revenues  with  the 
regulation  of  the  currency  and  exchanges  hare 
been  tried.  Of  these,  the  earliest  and  much  the 
longest  preserved  was  a  national  bank.  To  it  soc- 
ceeded  what  was  called  the  Slate  bank  deposite 
system.  The  sub-treasury,  of  still  briefer  exist- 
ence, was  the  last-bom  of  these  expedients;  but  died 
(not  a  very  promising  child)  in  its  infancy. 

The  oldest,  and  infinitely  the  most  successfoi  of 
these  saccessive  contfiranceS}  datesalmost  from  tkf 
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foondation  of  the  present  Government.  It  owed 
its  conception  to  the  sagacity  of  the  ablest  man  that 
ever  stood  at  the  head  of  our  national  finances — 
Alexander  Hamilton;  who,  in  1791,  recommended 
a  resoit  to  sach  an  institution  as  a  remedy  for  the 
extreme  derangement  then  existing  in  oor  monetary 
and  financial  affiiirs.  Its  success  answered  ad- 
mirably to  the  powerful  jud^ent  of  him  who  had 
proposed  it.  Scarcely* had  it  gone  into  existence, 
when  the  confusion  which  it  was  meant  to  remedy 
stood  rebuked.  Order  at  once  rose  up  out  of  the 
chaos  and  embarrassment  of  the  treasury,  and 
soundness  out  of  the  derangement  of  the  circulai- 
tion.  For  twenty  years,  lending  ihese  advantages 
to  our  moneyed  system,  it  stood,  the  very  capital 
of  the  column  of  this  great  man's  just  fame.  In 
1811,  however,  when  its  charter  ran  out,  a  set  of 
republicans  a  good  deal  more  righteous  than  George 
Washington  and  the  other  patriots  who  founded 
the  Government  and  this  bank  almost  together, 
voted  it  anti-republican,  and  refused  its  re-charier. 
Still,  in  that  day,  what  called  itself  republicanism 
was  not  so  wise  as  to  scorn  the  most  positive  ex- 
perience, the  clear  demonstrations  of  actual  fact; 
so  that  when,  afler  five  years'  trial  of  the  fiscal  and 
constitutional  advantages  of  being  without  a  bank, 
they  found  themselves,  in  181G,  involved  anew  in 
all  that  financial  confusion  which  had  been  so 
happily  removed  by  the  original  creation  of  the 
bant,  they,  the  republican  opponeiTts  of  that  dan- 
gerous institution,  re-established  it. 

I  need  scarcely  say,  sir,  that,  as  before,  it  liAed 
thefijiances  and  currency  of  the  country  out  of  the 
mire,  where  they  were  stuck;  and  gave  us,  until  a 
new  political  war  was  declared  against  it,  a  cur- 
rency as  perfect  as  any  commercial  country  in  the 
world  ever  possessed.  In  spile,  however,  of  these 
conspicuous  benefits,  and  the  manifest  rashness  of 
abandoning,  for  a  more  than  questional  experiment, 
a  system  which  had  so  admirably  performed  its 
sreat  and  difficult  functions,  the  country  allowed 
Itself  once  more  to  be  hurried,  by  the  all-powerful 
influence  of  a  single  great  leader,  into  a  fresh  de- 
molition of  the  bank,  and  a  new  essay  of  currency- 
monger  ing. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  parly  with 
which,  from  my  first  entrance  into  public  life,  I  had 
acted,  I  myself,  in  1831,  was  opposed  to  the  re- 
charter  of  the  bank.  The  Senate  will  pardon  me 
if  I  repeat  a  little  incident  which  occurred  soon 
after  I  took  my  seat  in  this  body,  and  which  my 
own  subsequent  impressions  have  often  served  to 
recall  to  my  recollection.  After  an  incidental 
discussion  on  this  subject,  in  which  I  had  taken 
part,  a  distinguished  Senator  from  Kentucky  said 
to  me:  ''Sir,  there  was  a  young  man  from  the  West 
in  Congress  in  1811;  and  he,  upon  the  constitu- 
tional notions  that  are  now  governing  you,  voted 
against  re-chartering  the  old  United  States  Bank. 
Time  rolled  on,  and  troubles  came.  We  attempt- 
ed to  get  along  without  a  national  bank:  but  at  last 
we  found  that  without  it  we  could  not  manage  the 
public  finances,  nor  maintain  for  the  country  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency.  That  young  man 
then  became  convinced  by  experience  that  the  vote 
which  he  had  given  in  1811  was  wrong;  and  in 
1816  he  gave  his  voice  for  the  chartering  of  another 
United  States  bank.    You  have  now  taken  the  same 

f^roiud  that  that  young  man  originally  did:  but, 
ike  him,  time  and  experience  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  eventually  convince  you  that  you  have  done 
wrong." 

Sir,  I  stand  here  to  confess  that  time  and  expe- 
rience have  convinced  me  accordingly,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge that  I  was  wrong,  and  Mr.  Clay  right; 
that  the  afi&irs  of  the  Government  and  the  country 
cannot  be  safely  managed  without  the  aid  of  some 
mechanism  of^that  sort;  that  of  such,  that  of  a 
United  States  bank  has  proved  itself  far  the  most 
perfect  that  has  ever  been  tried  in  this  country;  and 
that  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that,  through  mere 
party  causes  and  their  unfortunate  influences,  a 
state  of  public  opinion  has  been  brought  about  which 
renders  it  impossible  now  to  recur  to  what  is  of  i 
itself  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  any  other  financial 
agent  that  we  know  of. 

I  need  scarcely,  sir,  do  more  than  advert  to  the 
erents  of  the  extra  session  of  1841 .  For  both  the  bank 
bills  passed  at  that  session  I  gave  m]^  vote.  I  re- 
gretted, of  course,  the  negative  which  the  Pres- 
cient felt  it  his  duty  to  put  upon  them;  and  regretted 
it  still  the  more,  because  I  considered  it  as  termi- 
nating all  hope  of  obtaining  for  the  country  the 
best  and  most  efficient  of  financial  contrivances, 
and  as  reducing  us  to  an  expedient  of  secondary 


excellence.  For,  be  the  advantages  of  the  older 
institution  ever  so  unrivalled,  what  possibility  can 
we  any  longer  look  to  of  a«^ain  carrying  that  sys- 
tem into  effect,  for  the  extrication  oi  the  country 
from  its  present  extreme  embarrassments'?  We 
legislate  not  for  what  might  have  been,  but  for 
what  is;  for  facts  as  they  exist,  not  as  we  would 
have  them.  We  have  to  consider,  not  what  this  or 
that  party  desired  to  accoooplish  and  could  not;  but 
what  it  is  now  possible  to  effect  of  best  and  soundest. 
Let  gentlemen  who  yet  look  to  a  national  bank  re- 
member that  some  six  or  seven  years  must  cer- 
tainly elap<e  before  that  mode  of  relief  can  be 
made  available  to  the  country.  Suppose  our  pres- 
ent hopes  to  be  realized  by  (he  election  of  1844: 
contested  as  the  subject  of  a  bank  must  continue  to 
be,  under  almost. any  condition  of  parties,  it  must 
be  nearly  the  end  of  the  long  session  of  the  next 
year  before  a  bill  for  this  purpose  can  pas^  another 
year  to  negotiate  the  stoclc;  another  to  get  the  bank 
into  operation;  and  at  least  another  before  the  people 
can  nave  been  made  to  feel  any  of  the  marked 
benefits  of  the  iostitution.  Can  the  country,  bleed- 
ing as  it  is  at  every  pore,  wait  under  its  present 
agonies  for  relief  so  long  deferred  as  that?  No; 
some  early,  !«ome  present  ease  is  needed;  something 
timely  to  what  we  now  sofler,  and  not  appropriate 
merely  to  a  future  state  of  quiet  and  of  comfort. 

Having  thus,  sir,  passed  in  review  the  chief 
points  of  the  history  of  the  most  permanent  and 
solid  of  the  successive  fiscal  contrivances  through 
which  our  financial  system  has  been  made  to  act,  I 
come  next  to  that  confident  resort  of  President 
Jackson — the  State  bank  deposite  system— for  the 
sake  of  whose  infinitely  steadier,  more  manageable, 
and  less  pervertible  mechanism,  the  flourishing 
finances  of  the  country  were  dismantled  and 
knocked  down  to  their  lowest  stone,  in  order  to  be 
rebuilt  upon  another  foundation  and  of  diflierent 
materials. 

Of  that  experiment  the  memory  is  too  recent  for 
me  to  Jiave  need  to  say  much.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
the  system  was  recommended  by  President  JacK- 
son,  and  adopted  by  the  party  which  sustained  his 
administration.  His  prophecies  of  its  entire  suc- 
cess were  too  remarkable  for  me  to  omit  some  little 
citation  of  them. 

In  President  Jackson's  first  annual  message  after 
the  deposite-bank  system  had  been  put  into  opera- 
tion, he  spoke  as  follows: 

*The  experience  of  another  jear  has  confirmed  the  uKer  fal- 
lacy of  ihe  ideaihat  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  waa  neceenry 
as  a  fiscal  ogent  for  the  GovernmenL  Without  Its  aid,  as  such 
— ^indeed,  in  despite  of  all  the  embarrawment  it  was  in  its  pow- 
er to  create — ^the  revenne  haf  been  paid  with  rnnctualhy  by 
our  citizens;  the  business  of  exchange,  both  foreUn  and  domes- 
tiCt  has  been  conijucted  with  convanience;  and  the  circulating 
medium  has  been  greatly  Improyed.  By  the  use  of  the  fiiate 
banks,  wtiich  do  not  derive  their  charters  from  the  General 
GoTemnMoL  and  are  not  controlled  by  its  authority,  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  the  moneys  of  the  United  Staiea  oan-be  eollected 
and  disbursed  without  loss  or  inconvenience,  and  tiiat  ^1  the 
wants  of  the  community,  in  relation  to  exchange  and  currency, 
are  supplied  as  well  as  they  have  been  before.  If,  under  cir- 
cumstances the  most  unfavorable  to  the  steadiness  of  the  mo- 
ney market,  It  has  been  found  that  the  considerations  on  which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  rested  Its  claims  to  the  public  fa- 
vor were  imaglnarv  and  croundlem,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  experience  of  the  future  will  be  more  decisive  against 
them. 

i*It  has  been  seen,  that,  without  the  agency  of  a  great  money- 
ed monopoly,  the  revenue  can  tMrcollected,  and  conveniently 
and  safely  applied  to  all  the  pur|>osesof  the  public  expenditure. 
It  is  also  ascertained,  that,  instead  of  being  necessarily  made  to 
promote  the  evils  of  an  unchecked  paper  system,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue  can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  reform  which 
the  Leglslatnres  of  several  of  the  Stales  have  already  commenced 
in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  small  bills;  and  which  has  only 
to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations  on  the  pan  of  Congress,  to 
secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  extent  required  for  the  securi- 
ty of  the  currency,  to  the  constitutional  medium.  Severed 
(com  the  Government  as  political  engines,  and  not  susceptible 
of  daiigerous  extension  and  combination,  the  State  banks  wril 
nolbotempted,  nor  will  they  have  the  power  which  we  liave 
seen  exercised,  to  divert  the  pu'  He  funds  from  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  I  he  Government  The  collection  and  custody  of 
Ihe  revenue  being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  credit  to  them, 
will  increase  the  security  which  the  States  provide  for  a  faith- 
ful execution  of  their  trusts,  by  multiplyinig  the  scrutinies  to 
which  tlieir  operations  and  accounts  will  be  subjected.  Thus 
dispewd,  as  well  from  interest  as  the  obligations  of  their  char- 
ters, it  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  conditions  ss  Congress  msy 
'see  fit  to  adopt  respecting  the  depositcs  in  these  instiiutiont*, 
with  a  view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  bills,  will  be 
cheerfully  comDlied  with;  and  that  we  shall  soon  ^ain,  in 
place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  practical  reform  in 
the  whole  paper  system  of  the  country.  Ii,  bv  this  policy,  we 
can  ultimately  witness  the  suppression  of  all  bank  bills  bebw 
twenty  dollars,  i(  is  apparent  that  gold  and  silver  will  take  their 
place  and  become  the  principal  circulating  medium  in  the 
enromon  business  of  the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country. 
The  attainment  of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in  the  history 
ofour  country,  which  will  bfe  dwelt  upon  with  deikht  by  every 
true  friend  or  its  liberty  and  independence.    It  will  lighten  Che 

Sreat  tax  which  our  paper  system  has  so  long  collected  from 
le  earnings  of  labor,  and  do  mora  to  revive  and  perpetuate 
ihoie  babiu  of ecooomj  and  timplicltj,  wbkhare  w  coogenlal 


to  ftie  character  of  rep«jblicans,  than  all  the  legislation  which 
has  yet  been  attempieo."— Jtfeasa^e  of  December,  1835. 

Again,  in  bis  annual  message  of  the  next  year, 
he  holds  the  same  confident  language,  as  follows: 

"Experience  •continues  to  realize  the  expectations  entertained 
as  to  the  capacity  ofthe  State  tianks  to  perform  the  duties  of 
fiscal  agents  for  the  Government.  At  the  time  of  the  removal 
of  ihti  deposiies,  it  was  alleged  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  thtt  ihi>'  State  banks,  whatever  might  be  the 
regulations  Qf  the  Treasury  Department^  could  not  make  the 
transfers  required  by  the  Government,  or  negotfate  the  domes- 
tic exchanges  of  the  country.  It  is  now  well  asceitained  that 
the  real  d(ime«tlc  exchanges^  performed  through  discounts,  by 
the  United  States  Bank  and  us  twenty-five  branchea,  were  at 
least  one4hird  less  than  those  ofthe  deposite  banks  foi  an  equal 
period  of  time;  and  if  a  comparison  be  Instituted  l>eiween  the 
amounts  of  service  rendered  bv  these  insiiiutiona,  on  the  broad- 
er basis  which  has  been  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  in  estimating  what  they  consider  the  domestic  ex* 
cbaiigee  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be  still  more  favorable 
to  the  deposits  banks. '* 

He  proceeds  to  stale  the  large  amount  of  ex- 
changes which  the  State  banks  have  trans^acted, 
and  the  laudable  public  spirit  they  were  displaying 
in  bringing  specie  into  the  country;  and  then  winds 
up  with  the  following  commendation  ofthe  system 
and  its  high  success: 

"In  the  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predictions  turned 
out  in  resprct  te  the  eflect  of  the  irmoval  of  the  deposites— a 
step  unquestionably  necessary  to  prevent  the  evils  which,  it 
was  foriiseen,  the  bank  itself  would  endeavor  to  create  in  a  final 
struggle  to  procure  a  renewal  of  its  charter.  It  may  t>e  thus, 
too,  in  some  degree,  with  the  further  steps  which  may  bf  taken 
to  pi  event  the  excemive  insiie  of  other  bank  paper;  but  it  Is  to 
be  hoped  that  nothing  will  now  deter  the  Pedpral  and  Stats  au- 
thoriiies  from  thefirm-aiid  vigorous  performance  of  their  da- 
lies  tu  themselves  and  to  the  people  in  this  respect." 

Meaning  rather  to  recall  events,  by  touching  on 
them,  than  in  any  sort  to  recite  them,  I  Will  only 
remind  the  Senate  with  what  fury,  upon  the  col- 
lapse of  this  system,  they  who  had  constructed  it, 
and  (for  their  ownpolitical  ends)  stimulated  all  its 
vices,  fell  not  onhr  upon  the  contrivance  itself,  and 
the  particularly  favored  banks  that  made  a  part  of 
it,  but  upon  all  other  State  banks.  Till  now,  using 
these  institutions  as  their  auxiliaries  in  the  war 
upon  a  national  one,  they  had  magnified  them  as 
the  sole  legitimate  and  constitutional  form  of  bank- 
ing and  of  finance,  the  only  creations  of  a  competent 
authority,  the  legal  offspring  and  heirs  of  State 
sovereignty,  and  not  less  safe  in  a  commercial  or 
fiscal  sense  than  proper  in  a  corporate  one.  Up  to 
this  point,  national  banks  alone  were  hydras,  mon- 
sters, and  all  that;  while  State  banks  were  every- 
thing that  was  fair,  well-proportioned,  and  saie; 
nay,  invested,  as  to  the  Federal  power,  by  their  origin 
from  that  of  the  States,  with  an  emanation  of  some- 
thing which  the  lormer  merely  derivative  and  sec- 
ondary authorit]f  must  not  lay  impious  hands  npon. 
Now,  however,  in  the  progress  of  this  Jacobin  and 
Jesuit  finance,  came  anew  doctrine— that, becanse 
ihey  had  debauched  a  part  of  the  Stale  banks,  all 
banks  were  illegal,  and  not  less  a  frand  and  inimi- 
cal to  the  community  when  created  by  State,  than 
when  by  Federal  authority.  In  short,  the  very 
system  which  they  and  General  Jackson  had  but 
a  few  months  before  exalted  as  so  safe,  so  practical, 
so  constitutional,  was  at  once  denounced  as  the 
most  grievous  of  curses,  and  the  most  wrongful  of 
monopolies. 

In  this  warfare  upon  the  deposite  banks  I  did  not 
join.  But  they  were,  as  everybody  knows,  speed- 
ily crushed;  and  there  was  an  end  of  system  tne 
second. 

Ofthe  third — that  ofthe  sub-treasury — my  histo- 
ry shall  not  be  long;  because  its  life  was  too  short 
tor  any  but  the  briefest  commemoration.  It  had, 
as  everybody  knows,  been  opposed  by  the  party  in  a 
mass  on  its  first  introduction  m  the' other  House  by 
General  Gordon,  of  Virginia.  This,  however,  did 
not  hinder  its  being  taken  up  on  the  explosion  of  the 
former  plan  of  finance.  Still,  it  could  not  be  car- 
ried until  thrice  recommended  by  President  Van 
Buren,  with  the  endorsement  of  General  Jackson. 
Finally  it  passed;  but  only  went  into  operation  to 
show  how  hollow  it  was  of  all  that  it  was  pretended 
to  be;  how  illusive  as  to  all  its  promised  solidity; 
how  unreal,  except  in  the  dangerous  power  it  pos- 
sessed, and  the  irresponsibility,  the  corruption,  and 
the  peculation  to  which  it  gave  scope.  In  a  word, 
it  lived  but  long  enough  to  draw  down  a  general 
mockery  and  odium. 

Such,  sir,  has  been  this  series  of  improvements 
in  currency  and  finance,  up  to  the  last,  yet  unacted 
on — the  exchequer  project  of  President  Tyler  or  his 
Cabinet. 

When,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  this  plan 
was  placed  before  you,  much  discussion  arose  nere 
on  the  question  of  its  reference.  In  that  discussion 
I  took  no  part,  choosing  to  reserve  myself  for  a^ 
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unbiased  examiuBtion  of  it  in  committee.  The 
measure,  however,  in  its  original  form,  underwent 
in  the  Senate  so  full  and  so  able  a  discassion,  that 
the  views  of  Senators  were  disclosed  at  lars:e,  and 
the  objections  on  all  sides  Ihoroiighlj  understood, 
before  the  reference  was  finally  settled.  When, 
therefore,  the  subject  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
special  commiitee^  of  which  T  was  made  chairman, 
they  were  possessed  of  all  these  objections,  and  in  a 
condition  to  weigh,  and,  if  possible,  to  obviate  t})em 
all.  With  these  objections  specially  in  view,  the 
bill  now  before  the  Senate  bad  been  framed  and 
amended,  and,  with  such  deliberation  and  solici- 
tude, as  led  the  committee  to  trust,  not  without 
bomt  confidence,  that  they  had  performed  their 
task  in  such  a  manner  as  to  steer  clear  of  what- 
ever defects  had  been  detected  in  the  original  tprm 
of  the  measure. 

The  first  class  of  objections  thus  taken  related  to 
the  apprehended  influence  which  the  Executive 
might  exercise  over  the  institution,  chiefly  by  means 
of  his  power  over  its  oflidersasto  appointment  or 
removal.  Upon  this  power  we  have  placed  an  ef- 
fectual guard,  to  the  whole  extent  that  the  Constitu- 
tion permits.  We  could  not  divest  the  President  of 
the  right  to  nominate  the  three  superior  oflScers  of 
th«  exchequer— the  commissioners  of  the  board; 
bat  we  have  rendered  ihcm,  after  confirmation  by 
the  Senate,  incapable  of  being  removed,  except  with 
the  concurrence  of  that  body.  He  may,  for  physi- 
cal inability,  or  neglect,  or  violation  of  duty,  sus- 
Send  a  commissioner;  but,  unless  he  show  to  the 
enate  sufficient  cause  for  the  act,  the  officer  is  re- 
stored. Snch  is  the  entire  extent  of  the  executive 
control  oyer  the  board;  and  its  inferior  officers  or 
agents  are  dependent  on  itself,  since  ihey  can  be 
iippoinied  or  removed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  only  upon  its  recommendation.  It  is  easy 
to  see  that  the  entire  tenure  of  office  is  thus,  na  to  th^ 
President,  rendered  as  independent  as  possible  un- 
der the  Constitution.  The  executive  patronnge  is 
limited  to  the  nomination  of  the  three  commission- 
ers, and  the  executive  control  or  interference  to  "a 
temporary  suspension  of  the  same  officers  from  their 
functions,  for  specific  causes. 

The  second  class  of  objections  related  to  the 
power  of  dealing  in  bills  of  exchange;  of  which 
the  purchase  was  considered  as  involving  an  ille- 

S'tiroate  and  dangerous  mixture  of  the  credit  of 
e  Gkivemment  with  the  solvency  or  faith  of  indi- 
viduals; as  likely  to  be  used  for  party  or  personal 
corruption  or  favoritism;  and  as  very  capable  of 
leading  to  fictitious  dealings  in  exchange,  for 
fraudulent  purposes.  This  power,  then,  the  com- 
mittee struck  out,  as  dangerous,  not  only  for  these 
reasons,  but  because,  for  its  discreet  and  safe  exer- 
cise, three  things  are  almost  indispensable — indi- 
vidual interest,  individual  skill,  and  individual 
yj^lance.  These  cannot  be  expected  to  act  in  a 
public  institution  as  they  do  in  those  afiairs  which 
men  conduct  on  their  own  account;  and  the  former 
are,  therefore,  disqualified  from  the  transaction  of 
suck  business. 

For  all  legitimate  business  of  this  sort,  however, 
the  committee  have  sufficiently  provided  in  another 
way,  preserving  its  benefits,  and  excluding  only  its 
risKs.  They  have  authorized  the  exchequer  and 
its  agencies  to  sell  bills  of  exchange  on  itself,  and 
to  collect  them,  paying  their  amount  to  the  de- 
positor only  when  collected  by  the  agency  at  the 
place  on  which  drawn. 

By  its  sale  of  bills,  it  will  accomplish  for  indi- 
viduals the  legitimate  operation  of  remitting  funds, 
and  withhold  itself  only  from  the  illegitimate  and 
dangerous  one  of  anticipating  them.  He  who 
wishes  to  do  this,  may  still  resort,  for  a  temporary 
discount,  to  a  local  bank,  whose  business  is  this  of 
anticipating  funds  at  a  distance.  Meantime,  he 
may  collect  those  funds  through  the  exchequer  or 
its  agencies. 

The  facilities  of  busine"?s,  which  this  system  of 
selling  and  collecting  bills  of  exchange  will  give, 
will  promote  the  sounder  interests  of  the  country, 
not  less  thaik  would  the  power  to  purchase  ex- 
change; while,  at  the  same  time,  the  Government 
will  be  kept  safe  from  all  lo«s  or  hazard. 

The  third  class  of  objections  related  lo  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes  on  the  credit  c.f  the  Qovernraenr; 
that  is,  its  adding  to  its  indirect  power  over  the 
monetary  circulation  of  the  country,  through  the 
management  of  its  revenues,  the  direct  power  of 
supplying  a  currency. 

As  to  any  issue,  6y  the  exchequer,  of  any  cur- 
rency, as  such  merely — any  credit  currency — I 
^  been  miable  to  discover  any  motives  for  such 


a  thing  except  two:  1st,  in  order  to  anticipate  the 
revenues  of  the  €rovernment;  Qd,  to  aid  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  by  an  addition  to  its  circu- 
latiDg  medium.  But  of  the  first  of  these,  the  com- 
mittee hold  that  it  is  wrong  in  principle.  Its  ten- 
dency would  be  to  bring  about  excessive  issues, 
and  to  induce  a  resort  to  these  mere  expedients, 
rather  than  to  a  discharge  of  its  less  popular  duty 
of  levying  adequate  supplies.  It  will  be  dispens- 
ing with  the  most  salutary  and  certain  of  all 
checks  upon  the  Govemment^tsinability  to  raise 
money  without  the  consent  of  the  people  through 
their  Representaiives.  In  any  unusual  emergen- 
cy, where  the  means  in  the  treasury  unexpectedly 
fell  short,  resort  may  be  had  to  the  authority  of 
Congress  for  tbe  iRsue  of  treasury  notes,  bearing 
interest  as  a  loan,  but  not  sent  out  as  a  currency. 
So  much  for  the  first  point.  As  to  the  second, 
the  commiiiee  regard  the  purpose  as  (tor  the 
reasons  already  given)  unwarrantable,  and  its  at- 
tainment as  of  most  questionable  possibility.  If 
the  existing  currency  were  far  below  the  business 
wants  of  the  community,  then  much  of  it,  as  now, 
would  stand  upon  a  more  solid  basis  than  any 
mere  credit  circulation,  although  Twitted  by  the 
Government  itself;  so  that  the  latter  would  neces- 
sarily be  an  addition  to  the  depreciated  currency, 
an  equal  part  of  which  it  would  be  almost  certain 
to  ■  displace  and  drive  out  of  the  circulation,  by 
reducing  its  value  still  lower;  and  thus  no  per- 
manent addition  to  the  circulation  could  be  made 
in  this  way.  A  fresh  disorder  only,  and  a  further 
depreciation,  would  be  produced. 

With  the  mere  fluctuations  of  the  medium  of  ex- 
change, Government  cannot  safety  interfere.  These 
must  be  left  to  regulate  themselves,  through  the 
agency  of  individual  sagacity,  keeping  watch  over 
its  own  interests.  To  be  safe,  it  must  be  left  to 
its  own  voluntary  power  of  expansion,  as  little 
capable  of  being  directed,  and  as  quick  and  subtle 
to  manage  itself,  as  the  power  of  tne  eye  to  dilate 
or  contract,  according  to  the  quantity  of  light 
which  you  pour  upon  it. 

The  committee,  therefore,  have  discarded  from 
the  bill  everything  like  a  proposition  for  a  credit 
circulation.  They  contemplate  no  addition  to  the 
currency.  The  business  of  discounts  they  leave  to 
the  local  institutions,  as  proper  only  to  them;  and, 
as  according  to  the  ease  with  which  these  can 
be  obtained  will  be  the  varying  quantity  of  money 
which  will  be  poured  into  the  circulation  or  driven 
back  from  it,  expansion  and  contraction  will  be 
left  to  the  instinctive  care  of  private  interest.  The 
committee,  in  a  word,  have  not  aimed  to  devise  a 
system  which  shall  furnish  a  complete  currency; 
but  only  at  one  which  shall  infuse  into  that  which 
we  already  possess  a  new  element  of  soundness, 
and  resorts  of  convenience  which  it  cannot  now 
coqimand. 

They  propose,  then,  that  the  bills  issued  shall 
only  be  for  specie  deposited,  dollar  for  dollar;  the 
amount  of  such  paper  in  circulation  being  never 
permitted.  In  any  case,  to  exceed  the  specie  on  hand 
for  its  redemption.  The  bills  thus  issued  are 
called  specie  notes,  in  contradistinction  to  treasury 
notes  emitted  on  the  credit  of  the  Government  oyly, 
either  as  a  currency  or  for  the  purpose  of  borrow- 
ing. 

These  specie  notes,  issued  to  the  public  creditor 
in  disbursement  out  of  the  actual  receipts  of  the 
revenue,  or  to  individuals  upon  deposites  in  spe- 
cie, will  form  a  currency  of  the  most  perfect  charac- 
ter, combining  the  convenience  of  paper  with  the 
solidity  of  coin:  so  that  they  will  be  everywhere  pre- 
ferred to  the  latter  They  will  neiilier  increase 
nor  diminish  the  currency,  but  merely  give  it  a  new 
acnivity  and  a  wider  uniformity;  so  that  the  unaug- 
mented  quantity  will  perform  a  much  greater  of- 
fice. They  can  produce  no  expansion  or  contrac- 
tion of  the  currency,  no  inflation,  no  rise  or  fall  of 
prices,  no  expulsion  of  coin  from  the  circulation, 
such  as  attends  other  emissions  of  paper. 

It  may,  however,  be  urged,  that  a  circulation 
thus  formed  can  aflTord  no  relief,  or,  at  best,  a  very 
.Might  one.  I  answer,  that  the  capacity  of  such  a 
currency  is  not  to  be  measured  by  its  amount,  but 
by  the  peculiar  functions  (now  attainable  in  no 
other  way)  which  it  will  perform. 

Uniformity  of  value  in  the  currency  is  now  the 
greatest  benefit  that  can  be  bestowed  upon  com- 
merce. In  showing,  as  I  have  already  done,  that 
the  Government  cannot  safelv  issue  a  credit  cur- 
rency, I  have  sufticicnily  shown  that  we  cannot 
aim  at  supplying,  integrailv,  the  whole  amount  of 
currency,  uniformly  valnaole,  which  the  country 


reqfripas;  and  that,  exeept  upon  this  plan  of  addlnt 
nothing  to  tbe  circulation,  we  should  only  \nf^ 
instead  of  increastng,  this  quality  in  the  catrtDtv' 
The  partial  but  important  eood  lo  which  veutt 
then  restrict  ourselves,  is  Che  supplyiag,  notetreti 

lation  in  themass—for  tbat,  the  varlonlydepred* 
ated  paper  of  each  quarler  alieady  affordsJiiBta 
new  end  universally  current  cirtulatioD,  'vUch 
may  pass  alike  from  sphere  to  sphere,  and  itm 
vortex  to  vortex  of  these  local  citcolations,  eteh 
limited  to  its  own  loea4ity,  and  unite  them  all.  k 
is  not  as  to  this  tocal  purpoae  of  a  clncolmion  that 
we  are  satfering,  bat  for  something  that  ean  per- 
form the  distant  offices  of  interchange.   Sorb  mw. 
ihe  proposed  curnency  become,  entering  bat  little 
into  any  local  circofotion,  but  making  itwlf  tbe  ve- 
hicle of  distant  transactions,  from  ^here  tuwbeie 
of  tbe  local  diroulations;  to  which,  of  eoQrse,  Iq 
amount,  it  need    bear  but  a  very  small  propor- 
tion.   But,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  Ooverameai  dlj. 
bursemenLH,  or  something  like  it— say  twenty  or 
twenty  five  millions  of  dollars— may  be  aMed  the 
equivalents  to  individual  deposites  of  specie,  aid 
the  sale  and  collection  of  bills  of  exchange,  it  will 
be  seen  that  an  amount  of  spetae-notes  wHl  piobi- 
biy  be  kept  afloat  quite  equal  to  very  imponiDt 
purposes.    Emlerration,  travel,  and  tbe  dcpKltetif 
goM  and  silver  bj  foreigners  seeking  to  porthue 
lands,  would  also  add  considerably  to  tbearooimi. 
Let  it,  in  this  view,  be  recollected  that  tbe  sw- 
age circulation  of  Ihe  United  States  Bank  vasi^t 
ten  millions  of  dollars;  and,  until  1889,  only  about 
six  millions;  and  that  its  r^oie*  was  usatily  eqagj 
to  its  circulation.    This  exchequer,  creatiag  a  still 
greater  confidence,  and  commanding  meamat  iMjp, 
could  sorely  perform  tbe  same  general  faneiios^*- 
admi'ted  to  have  been  so  beoeficent-.-as  that  bank 
could  accomplish  with  only  the  amotnt  of  cirenla* 
tion  which  I  have  mentioned. 

I  doubt  not  that,  besides  all  these,  advantages  to 
trade,  it  mu^t  act,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  e5p^ 
cially  by  bringing  about  speedy  and  singular  selt)^ 
ments,  to  keep  the  banking  institutions  of  tbe  com- 
try  generallv  sound.  Nor  can  it  well  fail  to  restore 
to  the  circulation  a  large  amount  of  specie  whicb 
individual  distrust  of  banks  has  unqaestioiably 
withdrawn  and  hoarded.  Thoifgh  it  mtynot(u 
I  have  said)  efiecl  all  that  the  times  bave-need  of, 
but  no  longer  permit,  it  must  clearly  accoopliih 
much.  As  to  any  defects  which  it  may  hare,  ibcy 
can,  I  think,  be  none  of  them  of  a  sort  so  capitai 
but  that  we  shall  be  able  to  correct  them  as tbcf 
make  themselws  felt. 

Prom  what  has  been  said,  the  principles  of  tbe 
bill  are  sufficiently  obvious.  As  lo  the  effect  on  ibe 
currency  and  the  exchanges,  1  cannot  soweiJRtit 
forth  as  by  quoting  the  views  on  that  subject  whicb 
were  em'bcKiied  In  my  report.  They  are  «s  fol- 
lows: 

Tbe  comroiUMi  on  this  whol«  vubject^  hafe  coDittitedmM 
of  (he  ablest,  most  practical,  and  fxpenenc^men;  and  ibeiT 
own  Ttews  are  fully  confirmwl  by  the  informtiHm  deiiwd  fnna 
■ttch  high  eoiircea.  Ttiey  taniiot  Id  any  vay  ao  wall  illomi* 
this  branch  of  it,  and  ita  benwAcial  tf&cia  oa  ihe  unjad  iicil 
banks,  htircther  wiih  other  adTaniagee,  aa  b;  brbfly  tnbodj- 
ing  (he  fullowfog  vKwa  which  hare  to ua  been  commuaieiiM 
-tothemt 

**A.  bill  drawn  by  one  agency  on  another,  hian;f  remott  pst 
of  the  Uoiied  Siatca,  wlliba  aa  grtod  aa  apecie  witbio  tht  eoa* 
marcial  ephere  of  (b«  emporium  where  Uie  agency  » loeital  ai 
which  payment  i«  lo  be  made,  and  may  geoeraily  bene^ututn 
above  par  by  any  holder  wiihin  (hat  sphere,  and  ii  a nte ia 
aiime  measure  protiorttoned  to  his  distance  from  {(scoiDiMrcai 
c«jatre.  If,  for  Insunce,  a  merchant  in  Cincinnati  wiahai  l»  I^ 
mit  money  to  a  inanqfacuirrr  in  CTooaeciiCat,  a  bill  disws  vj 
the  agency  in  Cincinnati,  where  ihe  dcf  ur  Ue  is  made,  or.  uia 
agency  in  New  Yoric,  would  hd'Vorth  ene-balf  per  cent,  mora 
than  specie  lo  tbe  payee. 

'^Exchaneea  throngh  tbe  agencies  will  meet  ^  the  aiicanoH 
of  the  market*.  It  not  unfrf>qii«iitly  bappeov  thai  Ne«  Or<eaiii 
IB  indebted  lo  Ohio  for  agricultural  product;  O^'^J*  2** 
York  for  manufactured  go jda,  domestic  or  imponed;  tiw  >e» 
York  to  N»w  Orifans  for  cotton.  Every  wen-lftfor«eil  ■«• 
Cham  in  those  f>everal  Mctiona  will  be  advifed  of  ihstfiieMua 
marketa.  A  Now  Orleans  merchant  wiffhas  to  iem«  «•  Obr, 
be  df  posites  hw  specie  in  the  ogency  at  New  OrleaM.  trd  g» 
(he  Mme  oflice  to  accept  his  own  bill  of  excharte  forllW 
pavable  to  the  order  of  his  Ohio  corrapondent,  and  tiaawb 
u  liccordiiigly.  Tbie  witl  be  above  j»«r  in  a»e  Ohio  iwj*  » 
cause  ii  is  a  good  remittance  for  NewToik,  where  W»« 
New  Orlcana  command  a  premium.  Ilia  bonfhi  by"  ?JJ 
merchant,  who  remits  it  to  New  York  in  payroeirtfoifeodr, 
and  ftx>m  New  Yoric  it  is  sent  to  Now  Orleacv.  to  pay  fore* 
ton.  Upon  its  arrival,  it  is  |>resentcd  to  uie  af f»cj  •»5*J 
was  accepted,  and  the  itpecie  la  ready  for  its  re»lemp"00-  TW 
hoMer,  however,  not  willing  to  be  nan^ened  wiih  tbe  ir«o«i 
will  (Tpnerftlly  prefer  the  spccia-noies  of  the  PfK^'  "" 
this  §1,000  in  specie,  aftrr  paying  a  small  premium  m  <N 
agency,  will  have  ()aid  more  iban  its  amount  in  two  ir  Rifviu^ 
kem,  sent  a  safe  and  convenient  currency  of  |l,ttWiwot» 
channeln  of  commerce,  and  is  still  at  rest  sustaininf  this  in** 
of  rircuiaiion.  ^  , .   i^ 

"The  HM  of  bills  of  exchai«B  will  oot  b«  np«n»>«i  ^^ 
i  tpacio-Dpiit  of  tht  txGh«(|aer.    TbeforamhtTt  •lw«;rififio 
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Senate. « 


Kferred,  mi  Wen  extintiTeijF  ut*d  «pd«r  th*  two  imtloml 
ti  wiieii  ifteir  papar,  4n  aousd  credit,  iad«v«r7  advanuige 
wbicti  thM  will  poMBtt,  of  being  made  such  a  nubsutuie.    Thi« 
pcooC /rom  ezperiencu  is  conctusiva     O116  ground  of  prefer 
•nce^  which  basal  ways  been  appreeiated  heie  and  in  Europe, 
li,  ilitt;  bllli  or  »iet}Mige  are  mote  Mfe  than  bankn  .tea,  aa 
llltjr  odTer  iotcmFLKion  (e  robbery  or  erobezzlBinent;  ard,  as 
ssvsrai  maj  be  sent  o(  ihe  same  tenor  and  dam  by  diflereni  con- 
veyances,  (in  wTiicli  case,  no  roes  will  be  sOHrained  if  any  one 
arrfves  in  safety,)  the  risic  may  easily  be  reduced  almost  to  an 
ioipeiilbiltoy .   The  porfeci  cfataactei  of  these  brila  of  ezrbaDge, 
fipai  their  undoubLetl  credit,  will  generally  givethero  a  preter- 
eoce  over  oihem.    They  will  never  he  praieetfd  for  want  of 
fund^  atai<y  office  where  they  are  poy able.    No  embarrass, 
mftttt  can  resoli  from  the  necessity  oftra»kniitiiOK  specie  from 
ctku  ut  Dffioo*   The  occanoosare  rery  rare  (and,  if  (hissys* 
IMP  were  in  operation),  would  beaiill  more  rare)  in  which  spe- 
cie needs  to  hi  remove*);  as  lor  ulmoei  every  purpose  good 
Eiper  is  pre'fbrred.    The  papei  of  one  olAce  would  generally 
i  as  good  OS  s^iecte  in  most  others.    If  a  deposits  were  mads 
bt  Now  Mork'  to  meet  a  draft  on  the  office  in  New  Orteius,  ibis 
Uuer  office  would  prefer  the  New  York  paper  to  coin,  in  the 
cooirnon  state  of  exchanges.    When  the  system  has  been  some 
time  in  bpbraiihn,  »pecie  will  hav<e  fbund  its  proper  places  of  to* 
pess,  ahd  nftoTemtintsof  it  would  seldom  be  required.    Should 
m  apprehension  ^  enienained  that  the  retirement  of  specie 
la(o  iHe  aaencies  would  eaibariass  thebar.ka,  it  will  bediwi- 
pst^  by  a  little  n  flection  upon  the  operations  alreaiiy  de- 
scribed.   TtaoOe  officers  are  bounfl  to  deliver,  at  the  time  of  do* 
potfu;  in  amoimt  In  paper  eqval  tO'  iheinnonnt  received  in 
fpe<ie.  That  paper  will  take  the  place  of  the  specie  which  it  rcp> 
raaents^  and  the  same  portion  of  it  will  bedeposiud  bjmer- 
ekint*  And  others  wh6  keep  their  acounu  in  banking  iostitu- 
tioos  as  of  iho  specie  for  which  it  is  a  subsiituta.    as  it  will 
bt  c  iiflil  And  convanioht  circulation,  it  will  mingle  more  truh 
iJm  papor  of  banks  of  sound  credit  in  common  commercial  ope- 
ndoos,  and  consequently  be  more  frequently  used  in  making 
paynlehts  opon  disconnted  notes  and  other  indebtedneai  to 
monsyad  inatituikihe,  than  specie  now  is.    When  posaased  by 
t^$i>k,  41  baa  |ill  the  taIuo  oi  specie*    K  means  are  wantod  for 
adeposiia  in  ao  agency,  this  paper  will  be  received  of  a  bank, 
ftr  that  purpose,  as  readily  as  specie.    Should  sold  nod  silver 
bcwintod  for  exportation,  or  any  other  exCfaordiMry  dfemand, 
tlM  ink  wtUch  poMosettbife  paper  haeth^cenwa  meeosef 
oe|ivertiag'.ii,-abpltuure,4nio  theart^cle  rehired.  Every  bill  of 
axchUnce  payable  at  t|iese  offices  will,atitspiaturity.  rcstorb 
to  circulation,  either  in  upecie  or  this  sound  peper,  the  amount 
Aporfwd  for  iti  protursmeat.    Indaed,  it  lidifllciihtoftiMW 
a  doubt  ih«C(  in  regard  to  the  mews  of  radeeeuog  their  own 
soissiooa,  the  banks  will  poewss  more  ample  resources  than  at 
present.     It  te  tiue,  that  the  channels  ot  commerce  will  be 
paniai/y  filled  with  it  medium  of  sonnd  and  imperishable  credit, 
wtieh  will  aia^  theabocfc  of  every  possible  viciaiititde,  except 
tlie  tfubvietaiOA  of  the  Oovemmenl.    But  this  will  promote  the 
«rsngth  oi  the  banking  instituiious  no  leas  than  the  stability  of 
lAe  curreocj. 

"From  the  wstablishroent  of  a  national  corporation  with  a 
luge  specie  capiul,  the  banks  Were  appi^hrnsive  of  sustain* 
ihf  Injury  bT  the  great  and  sudden  whhdraivment  of  the  pre- 
cioa^  metAle'  from  their  possessioe.    But  the  agencies  eao  pro* 
^se  no  such  cmbarrasameni;  for  their  progress  will  be  too 
gradual  to  cause  an^  convulsion;  and  the  immediate  restore- 
Hon  10  the  market  ol  a  medium  of  equal  amount  and  value  with 
diet  which  ie  t^thdrawn,  will  enable  those  institutions  at  any' 
lime  to^oittmiuid  the  specie  which  they  requhre.    As  a  Just 
price  is  to  be  paid  for  exchanges,  it  is  believeit  that  all  tlie  ex- 
posses  of  conducting  the  businese  of  the  exchequer  and  its 
a|sncies  will  be  defrayed  from  that  source,  and  probably  a 
sfuch  larffersank  may  be  realised.    The  losses  of  the  currency 
hjr  ftco>  shipwreck,  and  other  casualties,  as  shown  in  the  expe- 
rience of  banks,  would  not  be  an  inconsiderable  item  of  {tain. 
A  siYialt  premium  (rev  a  half  or  quarter  of  one  percent.)  might 
feaeooably  be  exacted  of  depositors,  if  hereafier  deemed  neces- 
wry,  u pon  note* issued  in  exchange  for  specie.    While  this  sy»- 
lem  will  furoiah  the  desired  moMns  for  the  collectinjt,  safekeep* 
ing.and  disbursement  of  the  public  rovrnue,  and  a  1  the  requi- 
site facilities  for  exchanges  between  different  sections  of  the 
eoebtry,  a*  well  as  create  a  sound  and  con  venient  currency.  It  is 
ccempi  from  the  obiectionable  features  of  other  modes  of  effiea- 
ing,  in  part  or  In  whole,  tbe  same  objects  heretofore  pre«enied 
for  ronsideration.    It  authorizes  no  banks  or  other  corporations, 
DO  discouttts,  no  lending  on  credit  in  any  form  whatever,  no  ex- 
pansion of  the  cotrency  b^  public  drafts  or  otherwise,  no  paper 
money  resting  un  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  depending 
on  accruing  revenues  for  redemption.    It  confers  no  extent  of 
executive  (Mitronaae  or  inflaence.    No  officer  c^n  be  either  ap. 
pointed  or  removed  by  the  President,  witlv»uithe  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  only  fur  certain  specified  causes.    It  confers 
no  discretionary  poweis  by  which  partialities  mav  be  indulged 
in  behalf  of  a  personal  or  political   favorite.    Whoever  pre- 
ssnie  his  specie  notes,  or  bills  of  fxchangp,  at  maturiiy,  is  en- 
Ikied  to  his  specie;  and  whoever  present*  his  specie,  is  entitled 
Ip  the  paper  which  he  selects.    The  rights  of  every  applicaflt 
are  defined  by  law,  and  hiv  transactions  at  the  agency  are  of  the 
stmpleat  character.    The  laws  of  trade,  and  not  any  superin- 
tendina  board  or  public  agent,  decide  the  amount  of  depoaiies, 
bi  lie  or  excbanse,  and  paper  currency.    The  wants  and  means 
of  Indsviduala  conoposjng  the  community  will  best  regulate  the 
proportions  of  paper  and  specie,  in  tiie  absence  of  all  anificial 
restraint  and  aupervision  of  the  GovemmsnL" 

Shall  we,  then,  Mr.  President,  adopt  this  meas- 
ure with  the  modifications  I  have  proposed;  or 
shall  we,  in  spite  of  the  cries  which  appeal  to  as 
on  all  sides — the  terrible  and  wide- spread  distress 
that  reiens  over  the  whole  country— tbe  alarming 
paralysis  of  all  industry  and  trade— the  frightful 
sacrifices  of  property  that  are  happening  every- 
where, and  all  the  appalling  difficulties  that  have 
frozeu  up  the  courage  and  the  hopes  of  the  country 
to  its  very  heart,  calmly  sit  down,  dismiss  all 
thought  of  attempting  a  remedy,  shut  our  eyes,  stop 
our  eafs,  and  determine  to  do  nothingl  Do  noth- 
ing, did  I  say*?  Do  nothing,  whilst  the  country  is 
bleeding  at  every  pore  for  want  of  action  here?  Do 
noihing,  whilst  our  commerce  is  langaisliiDg,  our 
mannreokittitt^  wd  mechanic  iateireatt  paralyzed. 


our  agricultural  products  rotting  on  our  hands  for 
want  of  a  markeii  Do  nothing,  whilst  an  agoniz- 
ing and  distracted  people  are  looking  to  us  for  re- 
lief!  Do  nothing,  whilst  the  cries  of  helpless  wo- 
men  and  children,  with  starvation  before  them,  are 
borne  to  us  do  every  breeze  I  Do  nothing,  because 
the  time  has  gone  by  for  the  adoption  of  one  favor- 
rite  measure,  and  because  the  time  has  not  arrived 
for  tbe  adoption  of  another!  Do  noihing — yes,  Mr. 
Prenident,  do  nothing,  whilst  the  country  is  sacri- 
ficed between  the  confiigting  interests  of  contending 
paniest  Sir,  I  need  add  no  more.  During  the 
last  ten  years,  since  I  have  been  honored  with  a 
seat  in  this  bocy,  I  have  endeavored,  faithiuliy,  fear- 
lessly, and  conscientiously,  to  discbarge  my  duty, 
without  regard  to  consequences,  personal  or  politi- 
cal. I  shall  continue  so  to  discharge  it;  and,  with- 
tKit  intending  the  remotest  reflection  on  the  motives 
and  conduct  oi  others,  I  shall  always  feel  a  proud 
consciousness,  in  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  and 
in  advocating  its  passage,  of  having  done  my  duty 
to  myself,  to  my  constituents,  and  to  the  ooimtry. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  RIVES, 

OP  VIRGINIA. 

H  SendU  of  the  United  States,  Mdreh^^  l843>-On 
the  bill  for  carrying  into  eiTcct  the  treaty  with 
Qreat  Britain. 

The  bill  for  carrying  into  eftect  the  treaty  with 
Qreat  Britain  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Al- 
len of  Ohio  moved  to  amend  the  sixth  section  of  tbe 
bill,  which  "empowers  the  President,  in  execution 
of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty,  to  apply  so  much 
of  the  naval  appropriations  as  may  be  necessary 
therefor,  to  the  preparation,  equipment,  and  main- 
tenance of  the  naval  force  therein  stipulated  to  be 
employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the  United 
States,''  by  adding  a  proviso,  that  the  sum  so  ap- 
plied shall  not  exceed  $240,000.  The  question  be- 
mg.upon  Mr.  Allen's  amendment — 

Mr.  RIVES  rose  and  said,  that  if  the  trea'y  be 
executed  at  all,  it  ought  not  to  be  executed  by  halves. 
He  was  in  favor  of  a  full,  exact,  and  faithful  com- 
pliance with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  on  our 
part,  till  there  had  been  some  overt  act  of  contra- 
vention to  it  on  tbe  part  of  Great  Britain,  which 
he  bad  seen  no  sulficient  reason  to  apnrehend.  It 
is  in  this  way  only  that  the  national  faitn  and  honor 
can  be  preserved  intact,  and  that  tbe  other  party 
will  be  left  without  excuse,  if  there  should  be  any 
disposition  on  its  part  not  to  act  fully  up  to  the 
.spiiit  and  intention  of  the  arrangement.  The 
sum  limited  by  the  amendment  of^the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen,]  was  obvious- 
ly, and  even  glaringly,  inadequate  to  the  support 
of  a  squadron  of  eighty  guns,  with  its  proper 
complement  of  men  and  omcers,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa;  and  considering  it^  therefore^  equivalent  to 
a  negative  on  tbe  full  execution  of^  the  treaty,  he 
should  unhe*sitatingly  vote  against  it 

Nor  (said  Mr.  Rives)  can  I  concur  in  the  sugges- 
tion of  my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Archer,]  that 
the  whole  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill  might, 
without  impropriety,  be  stricken  out.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  see  in  it,  with  pleasure,  a  seasonable  recog- 
nition of  the  doctrine  successfully  maintained, alter 
an  arduous  conflict,  by  the  Republican  parly  un 
two  memorable  occasions — Jay's  treaty  in  1795, 
and  the  commercial  convention  with  Great  Ebrit- 
ain  in  1815 — a  doctrine  which  I  believe  to  era- 
body  the  true  reading  of  the  Constitution,  and 
which  establishes  the  principle,  that,  in  regard 
to  all  matters  submitted  by  the  terms  of  tbe 
Constitution  to  the  action  of  Congress,  (as  in  this 
instance,  the  power  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
naval  iorce,)  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  must 
depend  for  their  execution  on  the  free  and  re- 
sponsible co-operation  of  the  legislative  department 
This,  too,  is  m  conformity  to  the  British  practice. 
On  a  recent  and  analogous  occasion  in  that  coun- 
try, the  .Mave-trade  conventions  of  1831  and  1833 
with  France,  afler  having  beeji  duly  ratified  by  the 
treaty-making  power,  were  formally  enacted  into 
law,  word  for  word,  hy  the  authority  of  Parliament^ 
and  clothed  with  all  the  specialities  of  a  British 
statute.  Surely,  in  our  popular  representative  sys- 
tem, there  ought  not  to  be  less  a  constitmional  bal- 
ance and  control,  in  the  hands  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment, to  the  treaty-making  power. 

The  pHncipla^recoenised  by  the  sixth  section  of 
this  bill  acquires  an  additional  hold  upon  oar  atten- 
tion jn  the  present  instance,  from  the  coDsf  deration 
that'v^  vmoitQ^alely,  tfa^re  a^hall  hcseafler  arise 


any  serious  practical  disagreement  between  the  two 
Governments  respecting  the  true  intent  and  mean* 
ing  of  the  arrangement  which  has  been  entered 
into,  it  may  become  the  solemn  duty  of  Congress  co 
interpose  its  high  remedial  powers,  a^it  did  in  the 
memorable  example  of  1798,  in  our  relations  with 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  stipola* 
tions  which  have  not  been  reciprocally  observed  by 
the  other  contracting  party,  in  their  true  spirit,  and 
fair  |nd  obvious  import. 

I  rej)eat,  Mr.  President,  that  1  do  not,  and  will 
not,  anticipate  the  occurrence  of  any  such  disagree- 
ment, until  much  more  substantial  grounds  for  the 
apprehension  than  any  which  have  yet  appeared 
shall  disclose  themselves.  When  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
in  the  speech  which  was  commented  upon  here  a 
few  days  ago,  says  that  the  British  Gk>vemment,  by 
the^reaty  of  Washington,  had  not  abandoned  or 
renounced  ihe  doctrine  of  the  right  of  visii4ttion, 
as  laid  down  in  Lord  Aberdeen's  letters,  I  can 
readily  comprehend  the  declaration.^  It  was  not  the 
purpose  of  tnat  arrangement  to  adjust  a  creed,  or 
establish  a  code  of  abbtract  principles.  No  abandon* 
ment  or  renunciation  was  asked  irom  Great  Britain 
of  any  ductrine  or  principle  she  maintained  in  re* 
gard  to  the  alleged  right  of  visitation.  It  was  snffi* 
cient  that  we  wholly  denied  the  existence  of  any 
such  right;  and  that  .we  had,  in  the  most  solemn 
form,  through  the  highest  organ  of  our  interna- 
tional relations,  proclaimed  that  denial  to  England 
and  the  world.  The  rights  we  claimed  were  to  be 
held,  not  by  the  concession  or  acknowledgment  of 
any  other  power,  but  by  our  own  confidence  in 
their  justice,  and  by  our  determination  to  maintain 
them. 

But  there  were  practical  evils  admitted  by 
both  Governments,  which  reauired  a  practical 
remedy.  Tbe  ting  of  the  United  States  had 
been  extensively  abused  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, by  the  slave*  dealers  of  nations  which  had 
ranted  to  Great  Britain  the  right  .of  search 
ior  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  to  cover  the 
iniquitous  tra  ffic  in  which  they  were  engaged.  The 
cruisers  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  execution  of  this 
right  of  search,  conceded  to  them  by  certain  pow- 
ers of  Europe  and  America,  and  pursuing  what 
they  alleged  to  believe  were,  in  reality,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  or  Brazilian  vessels,  which  sought  to 
disguise  themselves  by  fraudulently  hoisting  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  had,  in  many  instances, 
visited  and  detained  bona  fide  merchant  vessels  oc 
the  United  States,  and  subjected  them  to  interrup- 
tions, more  or  less  injurious,  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  voyages.  These  interruptions  and  detentions 
of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  became  (as,  of 
right,  they. ought  to  have  became)  the  subject  of 
spirited  remonstrance  and  demand  for  redress  upon 
the  British  Government;  and  were  engendering  a 
serious  degree  of  irritation  and  dissatisfaction  in 
the  relations  of  the  two  countries.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  constanily  alleged,  in  exten- 
uation or  excuse  of  these  cases — which  were,  from 
time  to  time,  brought  to  its  notice — the  fact  (ad- 
mitted by  our  minister)  that  the  flag  of  the  United 
Stales  had  been  "grossly  abused"  by  the  vessels  of 
other  nations,  to  cover  their  criminal  and  unlawful 
pursuits.  They  further  declared  (what,  indeed,  it 
was  difficult  to  gainsay)  that,  unless  efi*eclual  meas- 
ures of  some  sort  were  taken  to  prevent  this  abuse, 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  would  become  the 
shelter  under  which  the  malefactors  of  all  nations 
would  •prosecute,  with  impunity,  a  traflic  which 
the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  were  the  first  to  de- 
nounce as  infamous,  and  to  pursue  with  the  sever- 
est penalties. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Stales  felt  that, 
whatever  measures  were  necessary  to  protect  the 
national  flag  from  abuse,  either  by  our  own  citizens 
or  by  the  subjects  of  foreign  powers,  the  adqption 
and  the  execution  of  those  measures  belonged  to 
the  United  States  themselves.  It  was  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  which  they  had  invariably  held 
in  regara'to  the  mutual  independence  and  equality 
of  ail  nations  on  the  ocean,  as  well  as  with  their 
own  jealous  sense  of  national  dignity,  to  confide 
tbe  supervision  of  their  flag,  in  any  case,  to  the 
cruisers  of  another  power.  To  remove  from 
themselves,  therefore,  all  possible  reproach  of  even 
a  negative  connivance  at  the  abuse  of  their  flag 
by  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  take  away  from  British  cruisers  all  pretext 
for  interference  with  the  American  flag  on  the 
ground  of  such  suspected  abuse,—- while  they  gave 
to  the  world  the  most  unequivocal  pledge  of  Ui^ir 
ttneerity,  and  determmatioa  to  aid  la  all  proper 
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measures  for  the  final  extinction  of  the  African 
slave-trade,  the  United  States  proposed,  in  concur- 
rence with  the  British  Grovemmeot,  tne  employ- 
ment by  the  two  countries  of  "independent"  squad- 
rons, of  "sufficient  and  adequate"  force,  to  cruise 
00  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  "to  enforce,  separately 
and  respectively^  the  laws,  rights,  aad  obligations  of 
each  of  the  two  countries  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade.'*  The  distinctive  and  avowed  princi- 
ple of  the  arrangement,  on  its  face,  was  the  ^ept^ 
rate  and  independent ,  SLCiioR  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  two  countries;  and  was  obviously  intended 
to  supersede,  in  practice,  so  far  as  its  operation  ex- 
tended, any  visitation  of  the  flag  of  the  one  power 
by  the  cruisers  of  the  other. 

That  the  legitimate  and  bona  fide  effect  of  the 
arrangement,  within  the  sphere  and  for  the  time 
of  its  operation,  is  to  put  an  end,  in  fact^  to  t^se 
visitations  and  detentions  of  the  American  flag 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  which  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  complaint  and  discussion  between  the  two 
Governments,  whatever  arguments  or  pretensions 
may  still  be  urged  by  the  British  Government  on 
the  abstract  question  of  the  alleged  right  in  gene- 
ral, is  placed  beyond  all  controversy  by  a  recur- 
rence to  the  correspondence  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  two  GK>vernments  in  Lonaon, 
which  preceded  the  negotiation,  and  furnishes  the 
true  key  to  the  interpretation  of  this  arrangement. 
It  was,  as  I  have  alreadv  stated,  the  extensive  and 
admitted  abuse  of  the  flag  of  the  United  Stales  by 
the  vessels  of  other  nations,  which  sought,  by 
fraudulently  assuming  it,  to  protect  the  guilty 
traffic  in  which  they  were  engaged  from  detec- 
tion and  arrest,  that  the  British  Government  con- 
stantly put  forward  to  excuse  or  justify  the  visita- 
tion of  American  vessels  by  their  cruisers.  Lord 
Aberdeen,  in  his  letter  of  I3ih  October,  1841,  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  says: 

*'  The  confession  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  that  the  trade 
is  extensively  carried  on  under  the  fraudulent  use 
of  the  American  flag,  does,  in  truth,  justify  the 
whole  claim  put  forward  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. It  constitutes  that  reasonable  ground  ofsus- 
picion  which  the  law  of  nations  requires  in  such 
a  case.  The  admitted  foci  of  this  abuse  creates  the 
right  of  inquiry." 

Now,  when  eflectual  measures  have  been  taken 
by  the  United  States  to  prevent  this  abuse  of  their 
flag,  by  the  employment  of  an  adequate  squadron 
of  their  naval  force  on  the  coa^  of  Africa  for  the 
purpose— ^measures  which  have  received  the  solemn 
and  deliberate  concurrence  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, with  an  express  recognition  of  their  "suffi* 
ciency"  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  after  "con- 
sultation with  the  British  negotiator"  (as the  Presi- 
dent informs  us  in  his  late  message  to  the  House  of 
Representatives)  "as  to  the  quantum  of  force  ne- 
cessary to  be  employed  in  order  to  obtain  the  ob- 
•ject  in  view" — such  measures,  the  "adequacy  and 
sufficiency"  of  which  are  admitted  by  the  British 
Government  itself,  are  taken  by  the  United  States 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  flag,  the  logical  and 
necessary  consequence,  even  upon  their  own  prin- 
ciples, is,  that  the  visitation  or  detention  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  which  thev  have  attempted  to  justify 
or  excuse  only  by  the  fact  of  that  abuse,  must  cease 
with  it.  It  is,  says  Lord  Aberdeen,  "4«  admitted 
fact  of  this  abuse  which  creates  the  right  of  inquiry" 
0Ut  when  eflectual  provision  is  made  to  prevent 
and  guard  against  this  abuse,  by  an  arrangement  to 
whidi  Great  Britain  is  herself  a  party,  ih^  right 
of  inquiry,  or  visitation,  which  was  built  upon  the 
hypothesis  of  that  abuse,  must,  to  that  extent  at 
least,  cease  to  exist.  *Ii  requires  no  express  agree- 
ment, under  these  circumstances,  to  create  the  ob- 
ligation of  abstaining  from  the  visitations  and  de- 
teutions  of  the  American  flag,  which  had  been 
"complained  of.  In  such  a  case,  res  ipse  loquitur. 
The  transaction  explains,  and  carries  its  meaning 
and  obligation  on  its  face. 

Any  renewal,  under  such  circumstances,  of  the 
vexations  to  which  the  American  flag  had  been 
subjected  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  would  be  in  di- 
rect contraveiftion  of  what  was  universally  under- 
stood here,  upon  the  spot  of  the  negotiation,  to  be 
the  practical  efl*ect  of  the  arrangement.  It  could 
not  fail  to  give  rise  to  the  gravest  possible  question 
in  the  relations  of  the  two  countries.  I  cannot,  and 
will  not,  believe  that  there  is  any  such  design  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Government.  When  it  is 
recollected  what  honorable  and  emphatic  language 
was  employed,  but  two  or  three  years  ago,  on^this 
same  suDiect,  by  that  remarkable  man — the  master- 
spirit of  his  coaniry-!-whose  firm  and  stefidy  hand 


now  guides  the  course  of  her  public  councils,  the 
highest  personal  pledge  is  superadded  to  the  most 
solemn  national  guaranty.  I  allude,  of  coarse,  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington.  In  1839,  when  a  bill  for 
the  more  eflectual  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  < 
was  brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Lords,  by  the 
administration  of  Lord  Melbourne,  to  indemnify 
officers  of  the  British  navy  for  visiting  and  detaining 
any  foreign  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  on  suspicion, 
and  examining  their  papers,  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton protested  against  it  with  all  the  honest  energies 
of  tiis  high  intellect  and  character.  If  his  speeches 
on  the  occasion  have  not  been  incorrectly  reported, 
he  denounced  it  as  a  novelty  in  the  legislation  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  practice  of  nations.  He  ad- 
monished their  lordships  that  there  was  "one  great 
nation,  at  least^the  United  States  of  America" — 
who  would  not  submit  to  it;'  that,  if  there  was  one 
point  more  to  be  avoided  than  another,  it  was  that 
relating  to  the  visitatittn  of  vessels  belonging  to 
the  American  Union;  and,  finally,  he  warned  the 
Government  not  to  proceed  witn  their  bill,  but 
"rather  to  issue  anofderin  council^  or  a  declaration 
of  war .'" 

While  I  feel ,  therefore,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  every  as- 
surance which  can  be  inspired  by  the  faith  of  a 
solemn  international  transaction,  and  by  declara- 
tions of  the  most  imposing  weight  in  the  public 
councils  of  Great  Britain,  that  there  will  be  no  at- 
tempt to  renew  in  practice^  under  existing  circum* 
stances,  the  rui^a/tVm  of  the  American  flag  on  the 
coast  of  Africa;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  ab- 
stract doctrines  recently  put  forth  by  the  British 
Government  in  regard  to  an  alleged  right  of  visita- 
tion, are  well  calculated  to  arouse  the  timely  at- 
tention of  the  United  States  and  the  other  maritime 
powers  of  the  world. 

1  know,  Mr.  President,  how  precious  every  mo- 
ment of  the  time  of  the  Senate  is,  on  this  the  last  day 
but  one  of  the  session.  1  do  not  mean,  therefore, 
to  enter  into  any  systematic  discussion  of  this  grave 
and  most  important  question.  But,  being  compelled 
to  diff*er,  in  an  essential  respect,  from  a  docu- 
ment of  very  high  authority,  (I  allude  to  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  27th  ult.,)  and  deeming  it  of  very  great 
moment,  if  an  error  should  have  been  inadvertent- 
ly committed  in  that  exposition  of  the  doctrines  of 
maritime  law,  as  supposed  to  be  contended  for  by 
the  United  States,  that  it  should  not  go  forth  to  the 
world  with  the  presumed  concurrence  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government — which  would  natural- 
ly be  inferred,  if  no  dissent  were  expressed  in 
either  House  or  the  National  Legislature; — the  Sen- 
ate, I  am  sure,  will  bear  with  me,  even  at  this  late 
hour,  while  I  state,  as  briefly  as  the  nature  of  the 
subject  will  admit,  the  principles  which  I  conceive 
to  have  been  heretofore  invariably  maintained, 
with  the  justest  reason,  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  there  should 
be  no  misconception  or  uncertainty  as  to  the  posi- 
tion the  United  States  occupy  on  these  vital  ques- 
tions, afi*ecting  the  general  freedom  of  the  seas. 
Providence  seems  to  nave  cast  upon  us,  in  an  es- 
pecial manner,  the  responsibil  ity  and  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  standard-bearer  in  this  great  cause.  While 
the  attempts  made,  from  time  to  time,  by  other  na- 
tions to  sustain  it,  have  given  way  to  the  seductions  of 
temporary  expediency,  or  been  crushed  by  the  force 
of  powerful  combinations,  the  United  States  alone, 
through  every  vicissitude  of  fortune,  and  often  with 
fearful  odds  against  them,  have  stood  forth  the 
steady  and  unwavering  champions  of  the  immuni- 
ty and  independence  of  flags  upon  the  ocean. 
The  efforts  and  writings  of  our  great  statesmen  in 
this  cause — of  Jeflerson,  Madison,  and  Monroe — 
no  less  than  the  brilliant  deeds  of  our  warriors,  in 
the  same  glorious  struggle,  are  among  the  prouaest 
illustrations  of  our  past  history.  We  must  be  cau- 
tious, therefore,  to  surrender  nothing  which  has 
been  thus  dearly  and  nobly  won. 

The  message,  of  the  President  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  while  denying  the  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  exercise  a  general  police  over  the  flags 
of  independent  nations,  yet  asserts  that  if  the  vess-el 
of  another  nation— of  the  United  States,  for  ex- 
ample— ^be  suspected  of  piracy  upon  what  shall 
seem  proSable  cause,  the  seizure  and  detention  of 
such  a  vessel  by  a  British  cruiser,  though  the  sus- 
picion turn  out  erroneous,  would  give  rise  to  neither 
public  responsibility,  nor  any  claim  of  indemnity 
to  the  owner.  "The  rights  nnder  such  circum- 
stances," says  the  message,  "not  only  to  visit  and 
detain,  but  to  narcK  9  m^i  tea  ferftu  right,  and 


invoWesneUker  responsibility  nor  indemmtM.^  Now 
Mr.  President,  I  must  say,  with  all  f«spect  thai 
this  doctrine  of  the  message  seems  to  me  not  to 
have  been  very  well  considered,  and  t^iinot  be 
easily  reconciled  with  those  impregnable  irinci- 
pies  of  public  law,  upon  which  we  have  heretofore 
stood  against  the  world  in  arms.  I  had  sappoeei 
that  if  any  principle  of  the  maritime  code  had  b^ 
triumphantly  vindicated  and  upheld  by  the  labor  of 
American  statesmen,  it  was  this:-4htt,in  time  o( 
peace,  there  is  no  right,  in  any  case,  on  the  part  of 
a  foreign  cruiser,  to  interrupt  or  detain  the  reneli 
of  another  nation  upon  the  high  seas;  that  &  vessel 
of  a  nation  on  the  nigh  seas,intfme  of  peace,  par- 
takes of  the  inviolability  of  her  territory;  and  that 
any  entry  on  board  such  vessel,  without  consent, 
is,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a  trespass.  If  a  vessel, 
under  the  circumstances  supposed  in  the  message,' 
be  suspected  of  being  a  pirate,  a  foreign  cruiser 
may,  upon  her  responsibility,  stop  and  examine 
her;  but  she  does  so  at  her  peril.  If  the  sospeeied 
vessel  be  in  reality  a  pirate,  no  harm  will  haTebeen 
done;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  she  prove  to  be  ihm 
fide  vessel  of  the  nation  whose  nag  she  bears,  a 
trespass  will  have  been  committed,  involving  both 
responsibility  and  indemnity,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  these  prin- 
ciples have,  in  other  times— and  those,  too,  not  dis- 
tinguished bv  any  peculiar  favor  shown  to  the 
maritime  rights  of  other  nations— been  recognised 
in  the  fullest  manner  by  the  highest  British amhori* 
ties.  In  a  well  known  ca.se  brought  before  him  as 
judge,  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Scott (aftervaids 
Lord  Stowell)  emphatically  declared  that  "AccmU 
find  no  authority  that  gives  the  right  of  itUemiftin 
to  the  navigation  of  States  upon  the  high  mi,  o- 
xept  that  which  the  right  of  war  gives  to  h^ennit 
against  neutrals."  But  the  whole  doctrine  npoa 
this  subject  has  been  stated  in  so  lacid  and  compre- 
hensive a  manner,  and  with  such  self-evident  rea- 
soil,  in  a  despatch  of  Mr.  Monroe,  while  SecI^ 
tary  of  State  nnder  the  administration  of  Mr.Bdad- 
ison,  that  I  cannot  forbear  to  quote  here  what  vas 
said  by  the  American  Government,  with  so  moch 
weight  of  authority,  on  that  occasion.  In  the  in- 
structions to  our  plenipotentiaries  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated  the  15ih  April, 
181 3,  the  American  doctrine— the  matured  and  care- 
ful I  v  considered  result  of  our  long  dicossiou 
with  that  power  on  the  subject  of  maritime  rights- 
was  thus  clearly  and  deliberately  summed  ap: 

"That  the  vessels  of  a  nation  are  considered  a 

)art  of  its  territory,  with  the  exception  of  the  bel- 

tgerent  right  only,  is  a  principle  too  well  estab- 

ished  to  be  brought  into  discussion.   Each  Stale 

has  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  its  own  vessels.  lis 

laws  govern  in  them;  and  offences  against  those 

laws  are  punishable  by  its  tribunals  only.  TU^ 

of  a  fiation  protects  everything  sailing  under  tt » 

tinte  of  peace;  and  in  time  of  war  likewise,  with  the 

exception  of  the  belligerent  lights  growing  otit  of 

the  war.    An  entry  on  board   the  vessels  of  one 

'power' by  the  cruisers  of  another,  in  any  other  case, 

or  the  exercise  of  any  other  authority  over  them,  is 

a  violation  of  right,  and  an  act  of  hosiUily." 

It  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  maintain  this  princi- 
ple of  the  law  of  nations  inflexibly,  and  in  itsos- 
diminished  integrity.  The  inviolability  of  ihedeck 
of  an  American  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  under  all 
circumstances,  in  time  of  peace;  and  in  time  of  w, 
with  those  limited  exceptions  only  which  are  tm- 
lished  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  war  as  affedj 
ing  neutrals — is  a  doctrine  indissolobly  connecia 
with  our  national  honor  and  security.  To  admit 
a  right  of  entry  on  board  an  American  vessel  on 
the  high  seas,  in  any  case',  in  time  of  petce.  is  to 
surrender  the  principle,  and  to  open  a  aoor  fortM 
most  dangerous  abases. 

On  this  subject,  we  may  learn  usefnl  leswB 
from  the  history  of  the  past.  In  oor  lonu  and  bit- 
ter controversy  with  Great  Britain- respecting  «• 
pressmentf  unable  to  find  any  principle  of  the  lav 
of  nations  which  gave  her  the  right  to  enter  on 
board  American  vessels  in  quest  of  British  seanco, 
she  defended  the  practice  under  cover  of  a  rirtt 
of  entry  acknowledged  to  exist  in  time  of  war,  for 
a  whollv  different  objecL  She  said  that,  by  iheac- 
knowleclged  rules  of  imernatiooal  Jaw,  we  haw  a 
right  to  board  and  search  neutral  vessels  in  time  ot 
war,  for  contraband  and  enmnie^  properlif;  and  K- 
ing,  in  the  exercise  of  this  unqoestiooed  "f^M*** 
fully  on  board  an  American  vessel,  if  we  find  BW- 
ish  seamen  there,  we  may  lawfully  imnres  bm 
carry  tbem  «wayi  though  we  M  nori^ht,  iai^ 
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first- instance,  to  go  on  board  for  such  an  object. 
This  was  the  British  arfi:umeDt|  in  jastificalion  of 
the  impressment  of  seamen  on  board  American  ves* 
sels,  gravely  pat  forth  to  the  world  in  the  memora- 
ble declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  the  9ih  of 
January,  1813. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  if,  contrary  lo  the  whole 
corrent  of  doctrine  and  authority  by  which  we  have 
been  heretofore  gaided  on  this  subject  of  maritime 
rights,  we  yield  a  rigkt  of  entry  into  an  American 
vessel  in  time  of  peace,  in  any  case,  upon  the  plea 
of  suspected  pirac)r,  or  any  other,— do  we  not  afford 
a  cover,  under  which  Great  Britain,  if  her  pride  or 
policy  should  dictate,  may  be  emboldened  to  renew 
her  claim  of  impressment,  even  in  a  time  of  gen- 
eral peace'J  She  might  well  say  (af  er  the  formula 
of  the  Prince  Regent's  declaration)  that,  being 
rightfuUyon  board,  upon  suspicion  of  piracy,  by  your 
own  admission,  and  nnding  there  those  we  claim  to 
be  our  seamen,  we  will  impress  them,  in  the  name 
and  by  virtue  of  that  natural  allegiance  which  our 
laws  declare  to  be  permanent  and  unchangeable, 
and  which  is  due  in  peace  aa  well  as  war.*     ' 

Of  all  the  pretexts  for  the  violation  of  our  flag, 
the  loosest,  and  most  susceptible  of  abuse  in  prac- 
tice, would  be  the  plea  of  suspected  piracy.  What 
are  the  external  indicia  of  a  pirate"}  A  UWf  longy 
bUack^leoking  vessel,  we  are  told;  and,  under  this 
description,  every  Baltimore  schooner  would  be 
snljject  to  be  boarded  and  overhauled.'  What,  in 
the  modem  use  of  language,  constitutes  piracy 
itself)  In  the  plastic  hands  of  diplomacy,  or  power, 
nothing  is  susceptible  of  a  greater  variety  of  Pro- 
taean  shapes.  We  cannot  have  forgotten  that,  in  a 
solemn  official  communication  which  the  late  Brit- 
ish Principal  Secretary  of  State  tor  Foreign  Afiairs 
(Lord  Palmerston)  caused  to  be. addressed  to  this 
Government,  in  justification  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Caroline  within  the  limits  of  our  territory,  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  took  part  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada  in  the  late  insurrection  in  that 
province  were  gravely  characterized  as  *^ Ameri- 
can pirales;^^  and  an  elaborate  argument  from  Mr. 
Webster- was  necessary  to  prove  that  this  applica- 
tion of  the  term  was  not  proper.  In  the  discussions 
which  took  place  between  the  same  minister  and 
oar  representative  in  London,  on  this  very  subject 
of  the  right  of  visit,  he  habitually  denominated 
▼essels  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  the  slave-trade. 
as  "slave-trading  piratesr  and  he  repeatedly  and 
rmphatically  appealed  to  the  denunciation  oT  the 
trade  as  piracy  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  easy  to  foresee,  therefore,  how,  under  an  ad- 
mitted rigH  of  visit,  and  xarch  also,  according  to 
the  message,  upon  suspicion  of  piracy,  wiih  a  little 
of  the  dexterity  and  boldness  of  diplomacy  in  the 
nse  of  language,  the  whole  of  our  growing  and 
important  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Africa  might 
be  driven  from  those  seas  by  insupportable  vex- 
ations. 

The  only  security  to  the  rights  of  American 
navigation  on  the  ocean,  and  for  the  honor  of  our 
flag,  is  to  adhere  inflexibly  to  the  doctrine  which 
-was  maintained  by  our  fathers,  and  which  has  been 
delivered  down  to  us  from  the  great  oracles  of 
public  law  in  Europe  and  America — that,  in  time 
of  peace,  there  is  tw  rights  in  any  case  whatever, 
on  the  part  of  a  foreign  cruiser,  to  enter  and  detain, 
un  the  high  seas,  (whether  under  the  name  of  visit 
or  search,)  a  vessel  which  bears  our  national  flag; 
by  which,  of  course,  is  meant  the  legitimate  and 
bina  fide  flag  of  the  United  States.  In  the  British 
discussions  of  this  doctrine,  it  has  been  very  un- 
fairly argued,  as  if  we  claimed  some  mysterious 
virtue  for  ihe  mere  outward  ensign — "the  piece  of 
banting,"  as  Lord  Palmerston  permitted  himself  to 
call  it,  "with  the  United  States  emblems  and  colors 
upon  it;"  and  that  any  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave- 
trade  could  protect  herself  from  search  Yiy  merely 
hoisting  one  of  these  pieces  of  bunting;  and  that 
thus  British  vessels,  engaged  in  a  violation  of  the 
ia-ws  of  their  own  country — ^Portuguese,  Spanish, 
and  Brazilian  slave-traders,  expressly  subjected  to 
search  by  the  treaty  stipulations  of  their  respective 
Goveraments — and  notorious  piratical  outlaws — 
-would  all  be  enabled,  by  this  iraudulent  disguise, 

*  The  language  of  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Napier,  in  the  House 
of  Comcnnop,  od  the  2d  of  February  last,  vAen  the  tubject  of 
the  American  treaty  was  under  disotuaion.  may  serTe  as  an  ad- 
moniUon  of  the  necessity  of  looking  to  what  n^ay  seem  to  be 
^▼•a  remote  consequencee,  in  the  treatment  of  these  delicate 
nuflMioiis  of  maritime  law.  In  the  London  Times  of  the  3d 
ulu,  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  while  strongly  condemnlne  the 
ttmrntj,  that  "Lord  AabbnrtOD  ought  to  have  stated  to  the  Gov- 
emmenl  of  the  United  States  that  we  would  never  depart  from 
the  rifht  of  taking  BrttMi  wamen  oot  of  American  lUpt." 


to  pass  on  with  security,  before  the  eyes  of  a  British 
squadron.  Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  say  that  all  this  is  purely  gratui- 
tious.  The  immunity  we  claim  is  for  bona  fide 
American  vessels,  entitled  to  carry  the  flag  of  their 
country.  We  admit,  in  the  most  unqualified  man- 
ner, the  right  of  British  cruisers  to  visit,  detain, 
and  search  their  own  vessels,  Portuguese,  Spanish, 
and  Brazilian  vessels,  and  piratical  outlaws,  even 
though  any  of  them  may  have  fraudulently  as- 
sumed the  colors  of  the  United  Slates.  But,  to  render 
the  act  lawful,  the  vessels  thus  detained  and  search- 
ed must  be  truly  what  they  are  suspected  to  be— to 
wit,  British,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Brazilian,  pirati- 
cal—and  not  bona  fide  American  vessels.  It  is 
an  acknowledged  maxim  of  universal  law,  that 
every  party,  while  exercising  his  own  rights,  must 
take  care  not  to  violate  the  rights  of  others — jSic 
viere  tuOy  ut  non  alienum  Uedas. 

Our  late  able  and  distinguished  minister  in 
France  (General  Cass)— who,  at  a  critical  moment 
for  the  honor  and  safety  of  his  country,  and  with  a 
promptitude  and  success  which  give  him  lasting 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  came  for- 
ward to  vindicate  the  principles  of  our  American 
doctrine  in  theeyesofEyirope,  and  especially  of 
our  ancient  and  chivalrous  ally — has  furnished,  in 
his  admirable  exposition  on  that  occasion,  an  illus- 
tration of  the  subject,  from  the  transactions  of  civil 
life,  which  cannot  fail  to  carry  conviction  to  every 
mind.  He  compares  the  situation  of  a  British  crui- 
ser, claiming  and  acknowledged  to  possess  the 
right  to  visit  and  detain  British,  Portuguese,  Span- 
ish, and  Brazilian  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  to  that 
of  a  ministerial  officer  of  justice,  under  the  muni- 
cipal law,  who  has  a  writ  or  warrant  ofapprehen- 
ed  against  a  particular  individual.  His  lawful 
authority  is  to  arrest  A;  but  he  suspects  B  to  be  A 
in  disguise.  This  suspicion  gives  him  no  rigkl  to 
arrest  B^  but  he  may  do  so,  at  his  risk.  If  the  per- 
son apprehended  turns  out  to  be  A,  the  act  is  justi- 
fied by  the  event;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  be  be 
truly  B,  then  a  trespass  has  been  committed,  and 
an  action  of  false  imprisonment  lies  against  the 
officer.  In  this  action,  the  damages,  it  is  true,  may 
be  materially  reduced  and  mitigated  by  the  consid- 
eration of  strong  circumstances  of  suspicion  in  re- 
fard  to  the  identity  of  B,  and  the  little  actual  injury 
e  may  have  sustained;  but,  in  every  case,  the  in- 
violability of  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen  is 
maintained,  and  vindicated  as  an  inexorable  princi- 
ple of  the  law.  In  like  manner,  we  can  never  ad- 
mit as  a  matter  of  rightj  (however  circumstances, 
in  rare  and  extraordinary  cases,  might  be  allowed 
to  mitigate  or  extenuate  the  trespass,)  the  claim  of 
the  British  Government  to  visit  and  detain  Ameri- 
can vessels  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  of  peace,  be- 
cause they  may  be  suspected  of  being  JSritish,  or 
other  vessels  lawfully  subject  to  search,  and  seeking 
to  screen  themselves  by  hoisting  American  colors, 
if  British  cruisers,  under  such  circumstances,  visit 
and  detain  vessels  whiclf  turn  out  to  be  bonafitle 
American  vessels,  they  do  it,  necessarily,  at  their 
risk,  and  without  n^A/. 

It  is  curious  and  instructive  to  trace  the  succes- 
sive phases  under  which  this  claim  has  l>een,  at 
difi'erent  limes,  presented  by  the  Hriti:ih  Govern- 
ment, it  was  first  brought  forward  by  Lord  Pal- 
merston, in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Stevenson  of  the  27th 
August,  1841.  It  was  then  i^laimed  as  "a  right  to 
see,  by  an  examination  of  papers,  that  the  vessel 
bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  Stales  was  provided 
with  papers  entitling  her  to  wear  that  flag,  and 
proving  her  to  be  United  States  property,  vnxAnavi- 
gated  auording  to  law;^^  and  it  was  to  be  exercised 
generally  under  "circumstances  which  justify  a 
suspicion  that  such  vessels  are  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade."  The  annunciation  of  the  claim  was 
met  by  our  minister  (Mr.  Stevenson)  with  an  ener- 
gy and  decision,  and  a  readv  ability,  which  do  him 
much  honor.  A  change  of  administration  having 
occurred,  the  subject  passed  into  the  hands  of  Lord 
Aberdeen.  While  re-asse^ring  the  British  claim, 
he  did  so  in  far  more  limited  and  cautious  terms. 
In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Stevenson  of  I3th  October, 
1841,  he  described  it  as  a  right  to  "ascertain,  by 
visit  and  inquiry ^ihe nationality ^^  simply,  "of the 
vessel;"  and  limited  it  lo  cases  of  "the  most  grave 
suspicion  and  well-founded  doubts  of  ihe  genuine- 
ness of  its  character."  The  claim,  as  yet,  was  not 
qualified  by  any  admission  of  tlie  obligation  of  in- 
demnity, in  case  of  mistake.  At  length  came  the 
letter  of  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Everett,  of  the  20th 
December,  1841,  in  which  his  Lordship  states  that 
*%  in  spite  of  the  utmost  cautioni  an  error  d&oald 


be  committed,  and  any  American-  vessel  should 
sufier  loss  and  injury,  it  would  be  followed  by 
prompt  and  ample  reparation."  Here,  it  is  readily 
admitted,  is  an  important  modification  of  the  ground 
originally  assumed.  But,  in  the  same  letter,  the 
right  is  still  assertedi  in  absolute  term.<i,  to  visit  and 
detain  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  when 
their  nationality  is  suspected,  in  order  to  ascertain, 
by  their  papers  or  ^^otner  proof s^**  the  genuineness 
of  their  character;  and  we  are  now,  it  seems,  for- 
mally apprized,  through  a  despatch  of  Lord  Aber- 
deen to  Mr.  Fox,  that  this  alleged  right  continues 
to  be  maintained  by  the  British  Government,  and 
will  not  be  abandoned.  To  this  there  is  but  one 
answer, — that  the  right  claimed  Is  still  denied  by 
the  United  States,  and  will  never  be  admitted  or 
acquiesced  in;  and  1  trust,  sir,  when  the  official 
an^er  shall  go  from  this  Government,  due  care 
will  be  taken  to  guard  against  any  inferences,  to 
the  prejudice  of  those  doctrines  of  maritime  law 
which  we  have  hitherto  invariably  maintained, 
from  any  hurried  or  inadvertent  expressions  in  the 
recent  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  people  of  this  country,  Mr.  President,  will 
never  admit  the  claim  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other 
power,  as  a  matter  of  r^A/,  to  stop  and  examine 
their  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  in  time  pf  peace,  in 
any  case,  or  under  any  pretext  whatever.  They 
cannot  be  reconciled  to  a  demand,  thus  imperious  in 
its  character  and  dangerous  in  its  consequences, 
by  the  promise  of  reparation  and  indemnity  in  case 
of  mistake  and  consequential  injury.  They  have 
not  forgotten  that  a  similar  inducement  was  held 
out  to  a  recognition  of  the  odious  claim  of  mpress- 
mentj  and  how  that  proposition  was  answered  by 
their  Government.  Mr.  Monroe,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  was  instructed  to  communicate  the  views 
of  the  American  Government  upon  it,  in  the  fol-. 
lowing  terms,  to  our  plenipotentiaries  for  treating 
of  peaee: 

*  "It  has  Seen  suggested,  as  an  expedient  for  the 
adjustment  oi  this  controversy,  that  British  cruisers 
should  have  a  right  to  search  our  vessels  for  Brit- 
ish seamen;  but  that  the  commanders  thereof  should 
be  subjected  to  penalties  in  case  they  made  mis- 
takes,  and  took  from  them  American  citizens.  By 
this,  the  British  Government  would  acquire  the 
right  of  search  for  seamen,  with  that  of  impressing 
from  our  vessels  the  subjects  of  all  other  powers. 
It  will  not  escape  your  attention,  that,  by  admitting 
the  right  in  any  case,  we  give  up  the  principle,  and 
leare  ihe  door  open  to  every  kind  of  abuse.  The 
same  objection  is  applicable  to  any  and  every  othe> 
arrangement  whick  withholds  ihe  respect  due  to  our 
flag,  by  not  allowing  it  to  protect  Ihe  crcio  sailing 
under  ii" 

The  same  considerations  are  equally  conclusive 
against  the  admission  of  a  right  on  the  part  of 
British  cruisers,  in  any  case,  and  under  any  prom- 
ise of  contingent  indemnity,  to  board  and  detain 
American  vessels,  whose  nationality  may  be  ques- 
tioned, in  time  of  i>eace.  I  can  hardly  persuade 
myself  that  the  British  Government  has  yet  real- 
ized to  itself  the  startling  magnitude  of  this  new 
claim  of  maritime  police.  If  they  have  the  right  to 
ascertain,  by  visit  and  examination,  the  genuine- 
ness of  every  flag  which  their  cruisers  may  en- 
counter on  the  high  seas,  do  they  not,  in  effect, 
revive  and  extend  to  the  whole  ocean  the  obsolete 
claim  oi  sovei eignty  and  dominion  which  they  for- 
merly asserted  within  the  narrow  sea  surrounding 
their  own  island.  Every  right  has,  too,  its  corres- 
ponding remedies.  If  British  cruisers  have  the 
right  to  visit  and  detain  all  flags  they  meet  on  the 
ocean,  to  satisfy  themselves,  by  perjsonal  examina- 
tion, of  their  genuineness, — they  might  enforce  that 
right,  in  case  ofany  attempt  to  resist  or  evade  it  on  the 
part  of  the  vessels  sought  to  be  visited,  by  the  sum- 
mary naval  remedies  of  capture  and  confiscation. 
This  is  the  settled  maritime  law,  in  regard  to  the 
right  of  search  of  neutral  vessels  in  time 
of  war.  If  a  neutral  vessel  attempt  to  resist 
or  escape  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  search, 
she,  by  that  fact  alone,  subjects  herself  to  capture 
and  condemnation  as  lawful  prize.  The  same 
consequence 'Would  analogically  attend  the  right  of 
visit  claimed  by  Great  Britain  in  time  of  peace,  if 
it  exist  (as  she  contends  it  does)  under  the  law  of 
nations;  and  a  vessel  on  the  high  seas^  conscious  of 
the  integrity  of  its  'flag,  and  unwilling  to  submit 
to  the  indignity  and  vexation  of  an  inquisitorial 
visit  from  a  British  cruiser,  might  find  herself 
punished  for  her  contumacy,  by  a  speedy  capture, 
followed  by  a  sentence  of  condemnation  \Xk  a 
.  British  admiralty  court. 
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The  wise  and  enlighiened  stateamen  of  England 
cannolbut  feel  that  an  innovation  like  this  upon 
the  established  law  of  nations,  in  this,  the  nineteenth 
century — involving,  as  its  natural  corollary,  conse- 
quences so  litartling— would,  by  a  necessary  io- 
stinct  of  self-preservation,  unite  all  the  other 
maritime  powers  of  the  world  in  one  firm  con- 
federacy against  them,  for  the  protection  of  their 
oommon  rights.  I  trust  in  the  influence  of  reflec- 
tions soch  as  these,  joined  to  that  sober  spirit  of 
j^^actical  moderation  which  has  thus  far  favorably 
ctistingUEShed  the  present  public  councils  of  Great 
Britain,  to  insure  the  continuance  of  general  peace. 
In  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  harmony  between 
England  and  America,  there  are  so  many  recipro- 
cal interests  of  the  highest  importance  involved, 
commercial,  moral,  and  political,  that  nothing  can 
be  wanted  but  a  calm  and  collected  temper  on  ihe 
paot  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  boih  countries, 
unmoved  by  those  general  denunciations  on  the 
one  side  and  the  other — which  are,  unfortunately, 
hot  too  well  fitted  to  inflame  national  animosities — 
to  bring  to  a  safe  and  satisfactory  termination  every 
remaining  question  between  them. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  MILLER, 

OP  NKW  JERSEY. 
J^  StnaU,  February  17,  1843— On  the  bill  to  re- 
store to  General  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  in 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  President:  The  professed  object  of  this  bill 
is  to  refund  to  General  Jackson  a  fine  of  SI, 000, 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  district  court  of  the 
United  Slates  in  Louisiana,  on  the  3ist  day  of 
March,  1815,  for  certain  contempts  committed  by 
him  against  that  coart. 

Althoagh  this  be  the  humble  design  of  the  bill — 
the  mere  settlement  of  a  private  claim — there  has 
been  thrown  around  it  an  unusual  degree  of  intei^ 
est  and  feeling.  It  has  been  magnified  into  a  pub- 
lic measure,  and  is  pressed  upon  our  consideration 
as  if  it  were  a  greax  national  concern.  The  politi- 
cal parties  of  the  day  are  taking  sides  upon  this 
measure;  politicians  are  making  a  hobby  of  it;  State 
Legislatures  have  passed  resolutions  instructing 
their  Senators  to  vote  for  the  bill;  and  even  the 
president  of  the  United  States  has  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  bring  this  matter  before  Congress,  under 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes 
him  to  give  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Thus,  sir,  has  this  private  bill  been  withdrawn 
from  the  great  vortex  of  neglected  claims,  and 
magnified  into  a  public  measure,  and  glorified 
inXo  an  aflair  t!iat  concerns  the, state  of  the  Union. 

The  urgency  with  which  this  matter  is  pressed, 
is  not  very  complimentary  to  our  sense  of  equal 
rights.  There  are  many  poor  claimants,  who,  for 
years  past,  have  been  urging  Congress  to  decide 
upon  their  claims,  and  who  have  gone  down  to 
their  graves  bankrupt  through  our  inaction;  yet  no 
sooner  is  this  claim  presented,  than  our  Justice  tears 
the  bandage  from  her  eyes;  and,  beholding  the  hero 
of  New  Orleans,  thrusts  aside  every  other  claim, 
and  proceeds,  with  timid  and  nervous  haste,  to  com* 
ply  with  his  demand. 

The  notoriety  which  has  been  given  to  this  claim, 
the  various  and  powerful  collateral  influences 
which  have  been  brought  to  its  aid,  induce  me  to 
pause  and  examine  more  carefully  the  merits  of 
this  bill. 

Neither  the  political  influence  nor  the  militaiy  re- 
nown which  surround  the  character  of  the  distin- 
guished applicant,  shall  induce  me  to  regard  this 
claim  with  more  complacency  than  I  would  look 
upon  the  petition  of  the  poorest  man  or  the  most 
humble  soldier  that  ever  served  his  country. 

I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  the  simple  facts  of  the 
case,  and  upon  them,  and  them  alone,  to  decide  this 
matter.  All  that  has  been  said  about  the  glorious 
victory  of  New  Orleans— the  services,  civil  and 
military,  of  General  Jackson— ousht  not  to  affect 
this  matter.  They  form  no  part  oi  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  should,  therefore,  have  no  influence  upon 
.the  judgment  of  the  Senate.  General  Jackson  him- 
self discards  all  these  collateral  matters,  and  puts 
.  his  claim  upon  the  ground  that  the  sentence  im- 
])osed  upon  him  by  Judge  Hall  was  illegal  and  un- 
just. I  read  from  his  letter,  dated  Hermitage,  Au- 
gust 1, 1842,  directed  to  Jacob  Gibson,  esq. : 

"DBA.R  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  t9ih  ultim:),  Informing  me  that  a  joint  res- 
olution passed  the  Liegislature  of  Now  Hampshire,  at  their 
JuoB  swaion,  1840,  of  which  you  are  a  member,  loatf  ooting 
Tour  Seoators  in  Con$rc«,  udie^uMOiig  joai  BapnaeDtativM, 


to  use  their  efiuru  to  procure  the  puaa^e  of  a  law,  by  Cougri 
to  refund  to  me,  wiih  iniernst,  the  fine  imposed  by  Judge  Hall, 
in  1816,  for  an  alleged  coritempt,  Ac. 

^*Por  this  unsolicited  inierpcsitiimof  the  Leg iaiaturs  of  New 
Hampshire  to  have  expunged  from  the  record  this  iniquiious 
irapuiation  upou  my  character,  by  that  unjust  aud  vindictive 
Judge  Hall,  sitiing  In  his  own  rause,  from  whose  fiat  (here  was 
no  appeal,  it  deeenrYea,  as  it  receives,  my  sincere  thanks.'* 

If  I  could  be  satisfied  th^  this  sentence  was  in- 
iquitous or  unjust;  or,  even  it  lejpl,  yet,  if  it  were 
imposed  upon  General  Jackson  for  an  act  required 
by  the  honest  discharge  of  his  official  duties,— I 
would,  without  hesitation,  TOte  to  refund  the  fine : 
for  1  hold  it  to  be  the  dutjr  of  every  Government  to 
sustain  its  public  servants  in  the  nonest  discharge 
of  their  dmics;  and,  although  they  may  occasion- 
ally  mistake  the  law,  yet,  if  that  were  an  honest 
mistake,  1  would  not  punish  the  agent,  but  rather 
let  the  consequence  rail  upon  the  principal — the 
Govvnment— for  whose  benefit  the  act  was  perpe- 
trated. 

Upon  these  acknowledged  principles,  let  us  ex- 
amine the  case.  In  the  nrst  place,  we  have  before 
us  the  record  of  the  proceedings  and  the  sentence, 
certified  under  the  seal  of  the  court.  By  this  rec- 
ord, it  appears  that  General  Jackson  was  regularly 
summoned,  heard,  tried,  and  condemned,  in  and  by 
one  of  the  district  courts  of  ihis  Government,  for 
contempt  of  court,  and  fined  in  the  sum  of  |1,000. 
It  is  also  admitted  that  the  General  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  and  paid  the  fine;  and  the 
judgment  still  remains  of  record,  having  been  ac- 
quiesced  in  by  the  complainant  from  that  time  to 
this— a  period  of  twenty-eight  years. 

In  ordinary  cases,  we  might  here  say  to  the 
claimant,  "you  are  estopped  by  this  record,  and 
by  your  acquiescence  in  its  tmth  for  the  space  of 
nearly  thirty  years."  It  is  true  that  the  Govern- 
ment never  pleads  the  statute  of  limitations,  yet 
there  are  cases  in  which'  the  lapse  of  time  be- 
comes a  materia)  and  substantial  matter  of  defence. 
Thedeaihof  the  actors  in  the  scene,  theforgetful- 
ness  of  the  living,  mar  deprive  the  case  of  many 
of  its  essential  facts.  If  the  State  should  derive  no 
advantage  from  time,  neither  should  the  applieaat 
be  permitted  to  lay  by  until  death  has  silenced  his 
adversary,  or  until  some  new  adventitious  circum- 
stance has  popularized  his  claim. 

Bat,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  forego  all  these  consid- 
erations, and  to  look  behind  this  record,  and  exam- 
ine the  facts  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

What  are  these  factsi  On  the  evening  of  the 
5th  of  March,  1815,  about  two  months  after  the 
battle  df  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Morel,  a  counsellor  at 
law,  called  at  the  house  of  Judge  Hall,  and  pre- 
sented to  him  a  petition  to  issue  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  behalf  of  Louis  Louallier,  who,  as  said, 
was  held  in  illegal  iinprisonment  under  the  order 
of  General  Jackson.  The  judge,  after  reading  the 
petition,  and  swearing  Mr.  Morel  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  facts  therein  stated,  endorsed  upon  the  petition 
the  following  order. 

'  Let  the  prayer  of  the  petiUon  be  granted,  and  the  i»etl< 
tioner  be  brought  before  me  at  1 1  o*c1oclc  to-morrow  morning.'* 

At  the  time  of  granting  this  order.  Judge  Hall 
stated  to  Mr.  Morel  "that  he  thought  it  would  be 
proper  for  him  to  write  a  letter  to  General  Jack- 
son, to  inform  him  that  the  writ  had  been.awarded." 
Mr.  Morel  then  states  that  he  carried  (he  order  to 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and  then  went  to  his 
office,  where  he  wrote  the  letter  intimated  by  the 
Judge,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

^T\>  hit  EseiUency  Major  Qeneral  Jaekaoru 
"Sni:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that,  as 
counml,  I  have  made  application  to  his  honor  Dominiclr  A. 
Hall,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  Halted  Sutes,  for  a  writ 
o(  JuxbeoB  coriws  in  behalf  of  Mr.  LoualHer,  who  conceived 
that  he  was  illegally  arrested  by  order  of  your  excellency;  and 
tliat  the  said  wnt  has  been  awarded,  and  is  returnable  to  mor« 
row,  6ih  inst.,  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonr  excellency's  rao«t  humble  and 
obedient  servant,  P.  h.  MOREL,  Counsellor  at  Law." 

As  soon  as  Qeneral  Jackson  read  this  letter, 
as  it  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Dnpleasis 
and  Colonel  Arbuckle,  he  issued  the  following  or- 
der: 

'*HaAi»ftUABTBR8  7th  Mn.rrART  Dnrnor, 
**Nsw  (>uju.MB,  March  G,  161&-  7  o'c|pck,  p.  m. 

"Having  received  proof  that  Domioick  A.  Hall  has  been  aid* 
ing  and  abetting  and  exciting  mutiny  within  my  camp,  yoa 
will  fonhwiih  order  a  detachment  to  arrest  and  confine  himt 
and  repori  to  me  as  scion  ss  arrested.  Ypu  will  be  vigl* 
lant;  the  agenta  of  out  anemy  are  more  nameto«»  than  was  ex- 
pected.   Yoa  wiH  be  foarded  against  osespes. 

^'ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  General  commanding. 
"Lt.  Col.  AftBUOKLB,  3d  Infantry." 

At  about  eight  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  the  same 
5ih  of  March,  a  detacbipent  qI  sixty  armed  men, 
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under  the  command  of  Major  Batler,  were  tefn 
marching  hastily  through  the  streets  of  ]^ew  Or- 
leants  they  entered  the  dwelling  of  Jadge  HaIL 
forcibly  at  rested  him,  and  conveyed  him  to  ihemit 
itary  barracks,  where  he  waa  held  a  prisoner  qdiJ] 
the  Ilih  of  March,  when  General  Jackson  ordued 
him  to  be  removed  out  of  the  city,  as  appears  froia 
the  following  order: 

**llBAo«DAMnu  Irm  Miutast  Divunil 

"Naw  OauuMS,  Match  II,  Ign, 

"Sib:  Yna  will  detail  from  your  troopadisenstnoD^squBia 
atoned  oflicer  and  four  men,  and  direct  thetn  to  call  qq  ()»  oAi 
cer  commanrling  the  3d  United  States  iafantrj  for  Donitiick 
A.  HsU,  who  i»  confined  in  the  goard- house  (br  exciHitf  nott. 
ny  and  dr senlon  within  the  eocampmeBi  of  i)te  city. 

*'Upon  the  receipt  of  ttte  prisoner,  the  noo-coDDinioiMd  oa* 
rer  will  cooduct  him  up  the  coast  beyond  the  Upet  of  OerwiS 
Carroll's  encampment,  deliver  him  the  enclosed  order,  tod  nt 
him  at  libeity.    By  command: 

*'TaOfl.  BUTLBB^  Aid  4»<«n. 

^KJapt.  P.  V.  OoDSK, 

Commanding  troop  of  cavalry,  New  Orleui.'* 

From  these  facts  it  appears— 

1.  That  the  only  act  committed  by  IttdigeHiU, 
previous  to  his  arreat,  was  the  granting  aa  ia^ 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  upen  the  svQtn  p^ 
tion  of  a  citizen,  alleging  tbal  he  was  illei^jiift. 
prisoned. 

2.  That  for  this  act,  and  this  alone,  Q^  Mm. 
ordered  the  person  <n  the  Jodge  to  be  sailed  od 
imprisoned. 

3.  That  the  object  of  this  arrest  was  to  defeat  tb« 
writ  of  habeas  corpc^s. 

I  say  that  the  only  act  chaiTgeduponJo^eiiiU 
was  the  order,  "Let  the  prayer  of  the  petitioaerbi 
granted."  There  is  not  a  partkle  of  evideact  if 
be  collected  from  the  record,  from  th»  Blpdw^H 
made  by  ^e  several  actors  in  theMqtci  or  ftov 
the  various  staiiements  made  by  Gea«ral  i^xim 
himself,  charging  upon  the  Judge  any  oibi^^fwii 
of  offence  than  this.  General  Jackson  did  not  er« 
wait  for  the  consummation  of  the  order,  bat,  w 
soon  as  he  read  the  courteous  note  from  Mr.  Mafd, 
informing  him  that  an  application  had  been  m^ 
for  a  habeas  carpus,  the  order  for  arrest  was  forthr 
with  issued  and  put  in  force.  It  is  true  that,  in  ^ 
order  for  the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall,  Geoend  Jack- 
son states  that  he  had  received  proof  "that  Oon- 
nick  A.  Hall  had  been  aiding  and  aheUbg  ai4  as- 
citing  mutiny  in  his  camp." 

Now,  sir,  i  ask  for  this  proof.  Can  anr  of  tba 
friends  of  General  Jackson  point  it  outl  Cantbey 
nam€  the  witness,  living  or  dead,  who  has  er«r 
staled  a  fact  implicating  Judge  Hall  in  the  bigb 
crime  charged  m  that  order!  General  Jackm 
speaks  of  proof— not  allegation,  hearsay,  orsonust 
Surely,  no  honorable  man,  respecting  the  rigbtsaad 
liberties  of  his  fellow-citizens,  would  ever  venuin, 
not  only  to  make  a  charge  like  t^is  against  a  bi^ 
ly  respectable  functionary,  bat  to  eondemn  himoBp 
heard,  without  having  plenary  evidence  of  bii 
guilt.  Yet,  when  we  examine  the  facts  of  ito 
case,  we  find  that  the  only  proof  npon  which  Qea. 
Jackson  acted  was  the  leuer  of  Mr.  Morel,  infona- 
ing  him  that  Judge  Hall  had  granted  an  order  for 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  This  was  the  proof  tbat 
Judge  Hall  had  been  abetting  and  exciting  motiBj. 
The  awarding  of  a  writ  of  habeas  cerpus  dcciaiwi 
to  be  a  proof  of  a  mutinous  act^  the  performiafr  a 
constitutional  duty  converted  into  a  crime-,  the  peat 
bulwark  of  human  liberty  struck  down  at  a  blow, 
and  made  the  cause  of  oppression  and  impriaa- 
meat !  Does  the  record  of  any  court,  civil  or  auih 
tary,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  present  an  «*& 
pic  of  an  arrest  of  a  freeman,  upon  prool  m 
thisi  ^    ^    ^ 

After  reading  thatneremptory  order  for  Uie  ar- 
rest,  I  contest  that  I  lelt  anxious,  for  thesalreol 
Qeneral  Jackson,  and  for  the  honor  of  ibe  cooft- 
try,  to  find  some  additional  fact—even  a  circMi- 
stance— that  mightafford  some  excuse fora proceed- 
ing so  bold  and  arbitrary;  but  I  have  searched  m 
vain.  No  other  proof  can  be  found.  <Aadibec» 
stands  now  as  it  did  on  the  5ih  of  March,  l81&-< 
Judge  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  mminy,ap« 
proof  thai  he  had  granted  an  order  for  a  writ  d 
habeas  corpus !  .     . 

I  now  proceed  to  show  that  General  Jactaofti 
object  in  arresting  the  Judge  was  to  defeat  the  wni 
of  habeas  corpus.  This  is  an  important  point,  jn- 
volving  a  mighty  principle,  deeply  affecting  iw 
liberty  of  the  citizen  and  the  supremacy  of  the  aw 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  ^  . 
If  it  should  appear,  from  the  investigatum  of  m 
case,  that  the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall  was  notfi^m- 
citing  mutiny,  as  alleged  in  General  Jac™;®[* 
der,  nor  neccssaiy  to  the  defence  of  New  Qfl«»Oi 
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a»  hte  ffl«nds  fnnst;  but  an  uDDecesBavy,  arbitrary 
ad,  perpetmted  for  the  purpoBe  of  harassiag  or 
oTerawing  the  officers  of  mstice  in  the  performance 
of  a  lUgh  conatifmional  daty,<-)t  wilt  present  soch 
a  glanngisiae  of  oiitraee  and  wrong  as  none  can 
vsttttir«  Co  jnsiiiy^  and  few,  I  hope,  be  fonnd  to  ex- 
caM< 

Uftob  ihiapoint  also  depends,  in  a  great  measure, 
tb^ambontjrofihejadge  to  proceed  for  the  con- 
teaiMr  of  conn.  The  question  is  thi«:  Did  Gkneral 
Jaeiftoa  imprison  Jodge  Hall  for  the  purpose  of 
pM^aHng  any  farther  proceeding  by  the  conrt  ap- 
oftllia  wrill    Let  ns  examine  the  facts  carefally. 

TiM  order  for  the  writ  was  granted  on  ibe  even- 
ioff  of  the  5th  of  March;  114 r.  Morel  carried  this 
oMmr  to  (he  clerk  the  same  evening,  and  wrote 
ioimediatehr  to  General  Jackson  the  letter  which  I 
lUhFe  already  read  to  the  Senate.  Tbfe  letter  first 
ini^iBed  General  Jackson  of  the  writ;  and  upon 
thi»  Information,  and  this  alone,  he  ventured  to 
isM^  tlie  order  for  the  arrest  at  7  o'clock  the  same 
evwk!>ng»  This  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
ClailMQnie,  the  clerk  of  the  court,  in  which  he 
states  that,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  5th  ol 
Mai^tli)  he  called  npon  the  General,  in  company 
wHlk  the  marshal,  Mr.  Doplessis,  and  others: 

^Tb«  Ckmeral  showed  ntfl  a  letter  be  had  receiTod  froiQ  Mr. 
HMMlr  th*eoiinee1  •Tfllr.  LoaatUer,  inferminf  him  (the  General) 
thaii  a  writ  of  kaktm  earput  had  latted  in  the  cam  of  Mr. 

LooaiUer.'' 

TbiswitMQB  further  says,  that  in  the  conrse  of 

iim»  tie  was  with  General  Jackson;  and  the  con- 

vai^lioa  toiaing  upon  Judge  £U11,  the  General 

obMrved— - 

"That  he  had  no  pemoiwl  prei«idle«fl  af^afnat  the  Judge; 
bi^t  thai  hie  cuDduci  in  the  inatance  in  queetion  had  broocht 
hifa  under  the  cognizance  of  his  (ihe  General's)  general  order; 
that  ihti  was  hia  <the  Qeneral's)  camp,  and  that  no  person  or 
po«rar  atuator  ■bouid  be  o^er  hiaa  in  ii." 

But;  sir,  there  is  still  stronger  proof  npon  this 
point  GkaenI  Jaekson,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d 
Uccaaiber,  1943,  says: 

"On  theaobject  of  Louallier's  arreat,  it  ahould  be  known  that 
h«  secreted  himself  from  the  issuinsof  the  order  for  his  arreat 
nam  ha  had  made  arrangements  with  Judee  Hall  for  the  habeat 
ctTptta;  and  when  arrastad  and  deUvfred  la  the  colonel  of  the 
piofoaigaard,  being  told  thai  I  had  given  direetions  for  hfegood 
treatment,  he  replied,  with  thanks,  that  it  was  ooneceanry.  aa  ha  « 
woirid  be  there  bat  a  short  time.  He  was  asked  why)  His  re* 
pif  was,  that  Judge  Hall  had  issued  a  writ  of  hctbeaa  eorpuM  for 
nkiD,  oa  wliich  Colonel  Arbuckie  wrote  to  me  aaking  advice.  1 
directed  him  to  keep  the  priaoner  aa  long  aa  be  could  wield  a 
bayonet,  unless  he  was  liberated  by  my  order.    Having  made  in* 

ynorj  Uto  the  matter,  and  found  that  Hall  had  so  iasued  the  writ, 
fartbwith  gave  orders  for  the  arrest  of  Dominick  A.  Hall,  ana 
■eot  CaputQ  fiuUer,  of  Bouih  Carolina,  and  Dr.  Win.  Butiair, 
with  afiieof  roan,  forthai  purpose.'' 

General  Jackson's  determination  to  defeat  this 
writ  does  not  stop  with  the  arrest  of  the  Judge.  Ue 
had  been  informed  that  an  original  order  for  the 
writ  had  been  made  by  the  Judge,  and  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  court.  Fearing  that  this  order 
might  in  some  way  interfere  with  his  purpose,  the 
Genera],  at  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  sends 
one  of  his  aids  (Major  Chotard)  with  a  written  or- 
der to  the  clerk,  requiring  him  to  give  np  the  ori- 
ginal order  of  the  Judge.  The  clerk  refuses  to 
comply,  but  consents  to  accompany  Major  Chotard 
to  the  General's  quarters;  when  the  following  scene 
took  place,  which  I  will  permit  the  clerk  to  describe 
in  his  own  language: 

'•riw  Genera]  showed  me  a  letter  he  liad  received  fVom  Mr. 
Morel,  tha  eooiiaal  of  Mr.  LouaUier,  informing  him  (the  Gen- 
acal)  that  a  writ  of  kabea*  corptu  had  iseoed  in  the  caae  of  Lou- 
ailler.  1  told  the  General  that  the  writ  had  not  iasued;  he  asked 
ma  for  the  reason.  I  answered,  because  the  marshei  had  lold  me 
ha  would  nat  serve  it  on  the  Sabbaih;  and  that  it  being  retuma^ 
bla  at  IL  o'clock  on  Monday,  I  thought  it  would  be  time  enough 
lo  laaue  it  io  the  morning.  The  General  aaked  ma  if  I  intended 
to  laaue  iti  I  said  that  it  was  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  that  it  would 
laaiw.  At  ibia  the  General  handed  me  a  printed  paper,  which 
baadd  w«a  his  general  order,  and  obaerveo  that  that  order  would 
aiiow  ma  he  would  do  his  duty  aiso^  The  General  asked  me  for 
the  origioal  order  0f  Judge  Hall  before  mentioned.  It  waa  writ- 
tan  an  the  back  of  Mr.  Louallier's  petition,  and  I  handed  the 
General  the  paper.  The  General  read  the  order,  and  also  the 
affidavit  of  Mr.  Moral,  which  waa  at  the  foot  of  the  petition,  and 
obaarTad  to  me  that  the  dataa  of  both  the  order  and  the  affidavit 
had  been  altered,  andaakcd  wltat  all  this  juggling  was  abouil  I 
aaswrad  him  then  waa  no  juggle,  and  the  reason  of  an  alteration 
in  clia  dataa  waa  aa  I  hare  atated  above.  The  General  mention- 
ed to  ma  ha  abonld  kaap  the  paper  in  hia  own  poaaeasion.  I  ob- 
aerved  (o  him  that  there  waa  an  order  of  court  that  no  original 

Eaper  ahould  be  delirered  out  of  tbe  office.  The  General  said 
e  Bihcrald  keep  it  Under  his  own  responsibility;  that  it  should  be 
aaJialy  preaerrvd,  and  that  he  would  give  me  a  eeiiified  copy  of 
it;wbtohlia(Sd." 

Here  it  is  important  to  observe,  that,  prior  to  this 
interview,  General  Jackson  was  under  the  impres* 
sicn  thai  the  writ  had  issuid.  He  was  led  into  this 
mlstakB  by  the  letter  from  Mr.  Morel,  stating  that 
the  WTil  had  been  awarded.  As  soon  as  the  clerk 
informs  him  that  the  writ-  had  not  been  issued,  but 
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was  still  under  the  control  of  the  clerk,  the  Gen- 
eral, with  all  that  military  quickness  peculiar  to 
his  character,  pereeives  that  the  writ  is  siill  at 
laive.  This  new  difficulty  must  be  overcome;  and 
he  forthwith  sets  to  work  like  a  hero  to  strangle  the 
writ  in  the  hand  of  the  clerk.  "The  (General,*'  says 
the  clerk,  "asked  me  if  I  intended  to  i.«ue  it.  I 
said  that  it  was  my  duty  lo  do  so,  and  that  I  would 
issue  it.  At  this,  the  General  handed  me  a  printed 
paper,  which,  he  said,  was  his  'general  order;'  and 
observed  thai  that  order  would  £ow  me  that  he  in- 
tended to  do  his  duty  also." 

Failing,  by  this  threat,  to  intimidate  the  clerk 
from  issuing  the  writ,  the  General  next  proceeds, 
t>y  stratagem  hardly  to  be  justified  even  by  the  arbi- 
trary rules  of  martial  law,  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  original  petition  and  order.  At  the  reqaest  of 
the  Genera],  the  clerk  hands  him  the  paper  to  read; 
he  refuses  to  return  it,  although  the  clerk  urges 
upon  him  the  rule  of  the  court,  "that  no  original 
paper  should  be  delivered  out  of  the  office."  He 
replies  that  he  will  keep  it  under  his  own  responsi- 
bility; and  then  despatcnes  the  clerk  with  a  copy  of 
his  own  record,  toe  original  remaining  in  the 
pocket  of  General  Jackson.  But,  sir,  tbe  case  does 
not  stop  here.  The  General  understood,  iVom  this 
interview  with  the  clerk,  that,  although  he  had 
shopptd  the  Judge,  and  pocketed  the  order,  the  writ 
would,  neverthelesSy'issue.  He  therefore  turns  to 
the  marshal,  (who  was  present  with  the  clerk  at 
this  interview,)  and,  after  remarking  that  he  had 
shopped  the  Judge,  said  "that  he  would  treat  any 
person  wbo  might  improperly  meddle  with  his 
camp  in  the  same  manner  that  he  had  treated  the 
Judge."  Tke  marshal  further  testifies,  that  it  was 
manifest,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  conversation, 
that  the  General  intended  to  disregard  the  writ. 

These  several  acts  on  the  part  of  General  Jack- 
son; the  sudden  arrest  of  the  Judge  between  the 
test  and  return  of  the  process;  the  attempt  to  sup- 
press the  writ  by  intimidating  the  clerk;  the  surrep- 
titious manner  of  obtaining  possession  of  the  rec- 
ord; the  threatening  language  to  the  marshal,  and  the 
utter  disregard  of  the  writ  itself,  can  admit  of  but 
one  construction.  They  prove,  beyond  all  donbt, 
the  settled  porposeof  General  Jackson  to  defeat,  by 
means  of  tyrannical  and  irresistible  force,  the  legal 
operation  of  the  haheus  corpus.  And  most  tnorooghly 
did  he  succeed  in  his  purpose;  for  he  demolished 
the  court,  bullied  its  officers,  carried  off  its  records, 
and  trampled  beneath  his  feet,  as  so  much  blank 
paper,  its  record  and  seal. 

By  way  of  excusing  these  arbitrary  proceedings— 
for  no  one  even  attempts  to  justify  them — ^it  is  said 
that  they  were  necessary  to  the  military  defence 
of  New  Orleans.  I  might  here  show,  by  incontest- 
able evidence  that  the  city  at  this  time  needed  no 
extraordinary  defence;  that  the  enemy,  defeated 
and  routed  by  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  January,  had 
retired  from  the  city,  and  were  not  to  be  found 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles;  that,  in  fact,  the 
war  was  over  and  peace  declared,  and  knovm  in 
New  Orleans;  and  the  city,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
could  have  l)een  safely  defended  by  the  same  band 
of  sixty  armed  soldiers  who  expended  their  military 
ardor  m  storming  the  house  and  arresting  the  body 
of  Judge  Hall.  All  this,  however,  is  irrelevant  to 
the  present  inquiry.  Could  any  state  of  things, 
militant  or  peaceful,  an  enemy  present  or  absent, 
a  siege  or  a  blockade,  a  victory  or  a  defeat--cou1d 
any  emergency  of  war  render  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence of  a  city  that  a  judge  should  be  iinprisoned 
for  the  peaceful  act  of  granting  an  order  for  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpusl 

Is  there  anything  in  that  act  which  could  possi- 
bly aflfect  the  defence  of  a  cityl  Could  the  impris- 
onment of  Judge  Hall  add  to  the  strength  of  ram- 
partsl  Would  its  battlements  be  enlarged,  or  its 
towers  strengthened,  by  the  incarceration  of  his 
bodyl  Were  the  seizure  of  the  record  and  the 
duress  of  the  clerk  necessary  military  movements 
of  defence? 

This  writ  was  directed  to  General  Jackson,  and 
upon  him  it  was  served;  he  had  the  custody  of  the 
person  for  whose  benefit  it  issued,  and  it  was  with- 
in his  option  either  to  have  the  l>ody  before  the 
Judge,  according  to  the  command  of  the  writ,  or  to 
return  that  the  safety  of  the  city  required  the  reten- 
tion of  the  prisoner.  If  he  had  taken  the  latter 
course,  we  might  then  with  propriety  discuss  the 
other  question  which  has  been  agitated  here,  (but 
which  is,  in  my  opinion,  irrelevant  to  the  case,^ — 
the  le^lity  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Lonallier. 
But,  sir,  he  determines  to  take  neither  of  these 
courses.    Not  satisfied  with  disobeying   the  writ 


and  detaining  the  prisoner,  and  wMll  .MJiffeottog  to 
give  any  excuse  or  reason  forthe'deieAti^i^  ke  im- 
prisoned tbe  Judre  also.  The  only  «ix«usa<OMiei^ 
al  Jackson  could  allege  for  Awobejitm  the  writ, 
was  the  uraent  necessity  of  retaining  hte.c«Blody 
over  LoualTier:  having  determined  lo  rdMln  him, 
his  whole  object  was  accomplished^  Wliere  was 
the  necessity  of  taking  the  otnerstepl  Assuming 
supreme  power,  under  what  he  eallM  martial  law, 
over  all  the  civil  authorities,  and  surrounded  by  a 
victorious  army  obedient  to  his  will.  LouaUier  was 
as  secure  under  his  custody  after  as  before  tbe  issu- 
ing of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  imprison- 
ment of  LouaUier  could  not  be  rendered  less  secure 
by  the  liberty  of  Judge  Hall.  Where,  then.  I  ask. 
was  ihe  necessity  for  this  wanton  and  cruel  act  or 
oppression?  Neither  the  safety  of  the  city  nor  the 
security  of  the  prisoner  required  it;  and  the  only 
reason  tUlt  can  be  assigned  for  this  proceeding  w 
tbe  one  I  have  named^an  arbitrary  decermfnauon 
on  the  part  of  General  Jackson  to  defeat  tthj  far- 
ther proceeding  upon  the  habeas  corpus. 

The  minority  report,  which  accompanies  this 
bill,  does  not.  in  my  opinion,  touch  the  true  paint  In  ■ 
this  case.  That  report  merely  ettentpts  to  excuse 
and  justify  General  Jaekson  for  the  arrest  and  de- 
tention of  Mr.  LouaUier.  It  says  not  a  word  about 
the  arrest  of  the  Judge,  nor  dfers  the  slightest  apol- 
ogy for  the  contempt  offered  to  the  court.  The 
question  is  stated  in  the  report  as  follows: 

*'Thii  quaadon,  however,  Itariof  beeo  lotrodDced  by  tbe 
commiuaak  Uie  undeiaignad  aubmltat  tAai,  In  ana  of  war  and 
of  immiaaot  public  danger,  It  maj  ha  the  duiv  of  ibajcoBOiaii- . 
der  to  arreet  tboaa  regarded  aa  iraitora,  apieai  or  mbdnatn, 
within  the  Ilmita  of  hia  camp^eepacialli  In  caeca  where  It  waa 
obrioua  to  him  that  hiarefoaal  to  exerdae  aaeb  power  wMld 
ioTolTo  tba  dbbaodiag  of  Ida  Ibraaa,  th*  defMb  of  4daarnirt 
aad  tha  aumoder  of  (hat  amy,  and  of  tha  caiiBtar  vhich  ha 
waa  bouiui  to  defend.  Tbe  aiieroa^tva,  aa  he  fuUf  baliaTad, 
waa  to  roake  the  arreat  or  tbe  atMuidonmeni  of  hip  country's 
■landard,  and  tha  aurrendar  of  one  of  ber  freafeaa  citlea  to  a 
powecful  anaoix,  wboaa  aioiio  of  ▼laiaiy'kivolfedftndiaaiBBi- 
nate  plunder  aad  lioeaUouaoutrage.  Und^i aaah 4>irftnMa|apcaih 
■bould  he  malce  the  arreat  and  aare  this  covatry?  To  tbla 
queadon  there  will  be  but  ona  reaponae  from  w  heart  of  avaij 
true  American  paflrlot.*' 

Now,  sir,  as  one  of  the  American  Jpfopte,  my 
heart  fully  responds  to  thesefltiment,  t(ra(,,in  time 
of  war  and  of.  imminent  public  dsnger,  it  may  be ' 
the  duty  of  the  commander  to  arrest  traitors,  spies, 
and  mutineers,  within  the  limits' of  his  camp.  I' 
would  even  so  further,  and  ezcti^^e  Gkneral  for 
hanging  traitors  and  spies  under  such  cifcum- 
siances.  But  we  must  not  confuse  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  the  patriot  with  the  traitor,  even  Cq 
add  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  General  Jacksbli. 
Was  Judge  Halt  a  traitor,  or  a  spy,oramtniftee94 
Is  there  a  fact  or  a  circumstance,  stated  in  thstti^- 
port,  or  anywhere  else,  implicating  him  in  either 
of  these  high  crimesi  The  imprisonment  of  XxraaU 
lier,  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  mad'e,- 
and  the  reasons  for  its  continuance,  are  distinct 
matters  from  the  imprisonment  of  Judge  HtU:  the 
former  may  be  excused,  and  even  justified,  without 
at  all  affecting  the  legality  of  the  latter.  May  not 
a  man  be  legally  imprisoned,  and  yet  a  judge  be 
permitted  to  grant  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  to  in« 
quire  into  the  cause  of  his  duress,  without  sub- 
jecting himself  to  the  penalties  of  the  crime  which 
rests  upon  the  prisonen 

'ThetawCaaTBthia  report)  which  Juadfied  thia  act  waa  the 
great  law  of  aeff-defence:  It  waa  tha  law  of  neoeailty.>^ 

Whatacti  The  arrest  of  Judffc  HalH  No.  The 
honorable  gentleman  who  made  the  report  does 
not  mean  that  arbitrary  proceeding;  He  could 
find  no  necessity  so  urgent,  no  self-defence  so 
pressing,  as  to  legalize,  under  anjr  code  of  law. 
civil  or  martial,  an  act  so  destructive  to  personal 
security  and  civil  liber^. 

Did  these  several  acts  on  the  part  of  General 
Jackson  amount  to  a  contempt  of  couril  To 
answer  this  question  satisfactorily,  we  mustaseer* 
tain  what  constitutes  this  offence.  The  best  au- 
thorities in  the  law  desaribe  it  as  follows: 

**A  coDtempt  la  a  diaobadlaooa  to  the  wart,  a^  «a  appoahig  or 


dtapiaiaf  tba  aothoritj,  raadca^  or  di0Binr  tharvit.   It  earn; 
laiata  in  a  partj*a  doing  other  wiaa  i baa  ha  ja^iriolMd 


aarrica  of  tba  pweaia  of  tba  coan,  or  mliig  fm»  «o  4h* 
party  that  iervca  it;  eometimea  bj  uaiog  worda  impaction 
acorn,  reproach,  or  dimluaUon  of  (be  conn,  ita  procaM,  or- 
dere,  ofllcera,  or  miniaieri,  upan  azecuUng  eucb  proce»  ar 
ordeia.'* 

The  authority  to  restrain  and  pnainh  ma^m* 
mary  way  acts  of  this  nature,  is  eiMtMiat  to  tlia 
existence  of  every  court.    It  is  part  of  the4tw  of 
its  judicial  life  neeesaary  to  lit  fM-fmwvti&ni   I« 
•  is  the  right  to  reiist  or  foniib,  en  (ba  qpoH  a»^ 
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without  deUy,  any  insolt  or  act  calculated  to  dis- 
turb or  restrain  Its  judicial  action  in  a  cause  or 
proceeding  depending.  The  law  of  contempt  em- 
Draces  the  right  to  maintain  the  honor  and  order  of 
the  court:  to  protect  its  officers  in  the  legal  discharge 
vf  their  duty;  to  preserve  its  records;  or  to  defend 
its  process  and  writs,  in  their  service  or  return, 
against  insult  or  violence. 

If  we  denjT  to  a  court  this  power  of  self-protec- 
tion, the  obstinacy  or  the  violence  of  any  one  man 
may  at  any  moment  stop  the  proceedings  in  a  cause, 
bar  the  doors  of  yoar  courts,  and  break  up  the  ad- 
ministration of  law  and  justice. 

Was  not  that  the  result  in  the  case  before  us?  A 
legal  proceeding  had  been  commenced — a  writ 
issued  under  the  authority  and  seal  of  the  court,  and 
made  returnable  at  a  certain  time  and  place.  The 
object  of  the  writ  required  that  it  should  be  execut- 
ed with  as  little  delay  as  possible;  its  purpose  being 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  imprisonment  of  a 
citizen,  who  alleged  that  he  was  illegally  deprived 
of  his  liberty. 

Now,  sir,  if  a  person,  conscious  thtft  these  pro- 
ceedings are  in  progress,  and  desirous  of  defeating 
them,  wrests  from  the  hands  of  the  clerk  the  order 
and  petition  upon  which  the  proceedings  are  found- 
ed»and,  between  the  te&t  and  return,  seizes  with 
armed  force  and  imprisons  the  judge  who  issued 
the  writ,  and  thus  presents  him  from  oeing  present 
to  hear  the  parties  on  the  return  day,  is  be  not 
guilty  of  a  gross  contempt?  If  this  be  not  con- 
tempt of  court,  then,  alasl  are  our  courts  beneath 
contempt. 

This  is,  in  fact,  something  more  than  a  con- 
tempL  For  a  contempt  is  seldom  so  outrageous  as 
to  deprive  the  tribunal  of  its  existence;  but  here 
the  blow  was  so  fierce  and  fatal,  that  the  whole 
court,  with  all  its  functions  and  faculties,  judicial, 
ministerial,  and  executive,  together  with  its  record, 
process,  and  seai-^l  fell  paralyzed  in  death  be- 
neath the  arm  of  the  hero  of  New  Orleans. 

Thus  &r  I  have  spoken  only  of  the  outrage  to 
the  Judge^-of  the  contempt  to  the  court.  Tnese. 
unjustifiable  as  they  are,  miarht  have  been  excused 
|>y  an  indulgent  andgrateml  people;  but  there  is 
exposed  by  these  proceedings  a  still  deeper  outrage, 
and  a  still  higher  contempt— an  outrage  against  the 
Constitution^  a  contempt  of  the  writ  of  habeas  carpus. 
I  could  forgive  much,  in  consideration  of  the  mil- 
itary services  of  General  Jackson;  but  who  that  re- 
Teres  the  institutions  of  his  country  can  sanction  a 
-wanton  breach  of  its  Constitution?  Who  that  loves 
liberty  can  excuse  the  blow  that  strikes  down  the 
bulwarks  of  its  defence? 

In  the  erecticm  and  maintenance  of  a  Gk)vem- 
ment  founded  upon  liberty  and  law,  principles, 
and  sometimes  things,  are  of  more  importance  than 
men.  Thousands  of  lives  were  sacrinced  to  obtain 
our  Constitution.  Our  ancestors  contended  for 
years,  amidst  revolutions  and  persecutions  in  the 
field  and  in  the  Senate,  for  the  establishment  of  that 
creat  instrument  of  £nglish  liberty— the  writ  of 
habeas  corpuss  and  shall  we,  their  descendants,  yield 
both  these  proud  trophies  of  patriotism  to  tne  in- 
satiable ambition  and  craving  vanity  of  one  man? 
Qen.  Jackson,  in  the  vigor  of  ms  youth,  was  willing 
to  sacrifice  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country;  and 
does  he  now,  in  old  age,  grud^  a  thousand  pieces 
of  silver,  expended  in  vincQeationofa  principle,  de- 

S rived  of  which  his  country  would  not  be  worth 
efending? 

Our  fathers,  mindful  of  the  history  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  aadduly  appreciating  its  importance 
in  the  protection  of  personal  and  civfi  liberty  against 
the  aggressions  of  arbitrary  power,  did,  m  and  by 
the  Constitution,  secure  the  privilege  of  this  writ 
to  every  American  citizen  in  the  following  words: 

'The  privltege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  earpue  ahall  not  b« 
flOipaided,  »■!««  wh«n,  In  esMs  of  rebolUon  or  iOTMion.  th« 
pvblic  «fetj  may  reqalra  \L*» 

Mark  the  words,  **th€  privilege  of  the  tml!"— a 
known  right,  a  common  prerogative,  used  and  en- 
joyrd  by  the  people  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution;  and  which  that  instru- 
ment does  not  grant,  but  merely  preserves.  The 
power  to  suspend  this  great  common-law  privilege 
18  reserved  to  Congress,  the  Representatives  of  the 
people;  and  even  then  their  control  over  it  is  limit- 
ed to  two  emergencies — rebellion  or  invasion;  and 
not  even  then,  unless  the  public  safety  require  it. 

Of  little  value  would  be  that  constitutionally  pre- 
served privilm,  if  the  power  to  suspend  it  is  left 
la  the  hands  of  everv  commander  in  our  army  and 
Bairy,to  be  exercised  according  to  his  judgment  or 
^hua;  aeit&er  the  Rxecntive,  the  commander-in« 


chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  judge  who  issues 
the  writ — ^no,  not  even  the  sovereign  people,  for 
whose  benefit  this  privilege  Is  reserved,  have  the 
power  to  suspend  it;  Congress,  and  Congress  alone, 
can  do  it. 

This  is  acknowledged  by  all.  Yet  we  are  told 
that  there  is  a  law  superior  to  the  Constitution — the 
law  of  war,  called  martial  law!  Do  gentlemen 
mean  to  say  that  a  declaration  of  war  abrogates  the 
Constitution?  Was  not  our  Constitution  made  for 
war  as  well  as  for  peace?  Is  its  poten^  only  to 
be  felt  in  the  quiet  unresisting  times  of  peace,  but 
lost  amid  the  din  of  arms  and  snouts  of  victory?  It 
would, indeed,  be  an  ill-constructed  instrumentfor 
the  government  of  a  free  people,  if  it  made  no  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  property,  the  liberty, 
and  the  life  of  a  citizen  at  a  time  when  all  these 
rights  demand  the  most  efficient  support,  and  re- 
quire the  most  powerful  protection. 

But  this  martial  law— what  is  it?  What  its  defi- 
nition? From  whence  does  it  proceed,  and  what 
are  its  limits? 

This  thing  called  martial  law  once  had  a  kind 
of  existence  in  England.  It  was  felt,  but  not  seen, 
dwelling  in  the  dark  comers  of  the  star-chamber, 
seizing  citizens  in  the  darkness  of  the  nieht,  and 
dragging  them  off  to  be  tried  and  executed  by  arm- 
ed men;  m  its  character,  half  military,  half  civil— a 
court-martial  for  trial  of  civil  ofi*ences. 

So  ill-shapen,  so  monstrous,  w  undefinable  was 
this  law,  that  Judge  Blackstone,  who  could,  in  one 
short  sentence,  define  the  municipal  law  of  Eng- 
land, found  himself  utterly  at  fault  in  describing  the 
martial  law,  and  contents  himself  by  telling  us  that 
it  is  ihe  absence  of  all  law.  If  I  should  undertake 
to  define  this  law,  it  would  be  by  reversing  Jnd^e 
Blackstone*s  definition  of  municipal  law,  to  wit: 
"Martial  law  has  no  rule  of  action,  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  the  supreme  power  of  the  Suite,  neither 
commanding  what  is  rignt,  nor  prohibiting  what  is 
wrong  " 

If  by  this  law  is  meant  that  code  of  laws  which 
govern  men  in  arms — the  rules  and  regulations  of 
an  army  and  navy — we  all  understand  it.  But  when 
you  claim  for  this  law  a  supremacy  over  the  Con- 
stitution; when  you  extend  its  jurisdiction  over  the 
citizen— over  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of  the 
private  individual,  and  subject  him  and  all  his 
rights  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  will  or  whim 
of  a  military  commander — you  present  a  monster,  a 
tyrant,  under  whose  government  no  freeman  could 
live  in  safety  for  an  hour. 

General  Jackson  seems  to  have  been  under  the 
impression  that  this  constitutional  privilege  was 
ottlv  to  be  enjoyed  in  time  of  peace;  that  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  was  a  tame,  ouiet  process,  to  be 
sent  to  county  jail«,  and  only  obligatory  upon  sher- 
if&  and  turnkeys;  but  upon  a  major  general,  whose 
camp  is  a  city,  and  whose  only  law  is  a  camp  order, 
enforced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet!  what  avail 
parchments,  writs,  and  paper  constitutions?  Shall 
the  soldier  yield  to  the  civil  marriial?  Shall  the 
general  yield  to  the  judge? 

Oeneral  Jackson  forgot,  at  the  time,  the  history 
of  that  writ.  Yon,  sir,  know  that  it  had  its  origin 
in  war  and  civil  commotion,  when,  under  pretence 
of  an  urgent  necessity  and  public  safety,  men  were 
seized  by  armed  soldiers,  thrown  into  prison,  and 
kept  there,  unheard  and  untried,  by  the  mere  man- 
date of  the  King. 

That  man  Jenks,  whose  imprisonment  was  one 
of  the  immediate  causes  that  produced  the  famous 
act  of  habeas  corpus^  was  a  citizen  of  London,  on 
the  popular  or  factious  side.  He  was  committed 
hy  the  King  in  council,  for  a  mutinous  speech  in 
Guildhall.  The  Chancellor,  on  an  application  for 
a  habeas  corpus,  declined  to  issue  it  durtng  the  inko- 
tioni  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Kiog's  Bench 
made  so  many  di'ficuUies  about  issuing  the  writ,  that 
Jenks  lay  in  prison  several  weeks.  This  arbitrary 
imprisonment  of  an  humble  citizen  of  London  ex- 
cited the  spirit  of  liberty  throughout  all  England; 
and  notwithstanding  the  mandate  of  the  King  in 
council,  and  the  craven  prevarication  of  the  Chan- 
cellor and  of  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Commons  of 
England  never  rested  until  they  had  secured  by  law 
an  effectual  remedy  against  any  future  outrage 
upon  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  That  remedy  has, 
since  that  day,  been  sacredly  preserved  as  a  great 
landmark  in  the  progressive  advancement  of  civil 
liberty.  It  has  been  called  the  second  Magna  Cbar- 
ta  of  English  rights.  Our  fathers  brought  it  with 
them  as  a  cherished  jewel;  they  re-enacted  it  in 
every  State  Legislature;  they  embodied  it  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union;  and  there  it  now  atanda, 
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stereotyped  forever,  in  these  words:  *<The  wiv. 
ilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  sos. 
pended.'' 

From  the  time  when  the  commons  of  EogUmd 
triumphed  over  the  arbitrary  martial-lav  power  of 
the  crown— ^from  the  day  of  the  enactment  of  the 
habeas  corpus,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  8e^ 
gnd— -from  the  formation  of  our  CooatitatioQ— 
'  through  all  the  commotions,  revolutions,  and  van 
in  England  and  in  America— no  King,  noPresidat, 
no  popular  miliiarv  chieftain  ever  ventnted  tom^ 
pend,  even  for  an  nour,  the  privilege  of  the  vrit  of 
nabeas  corpus,  imtil  Gkneral  Jacloon,  on  the  $Ul 
of  March,  1815,  and  in  the  39th  year  of  our  lnd«. 
pendence,  took  upon  himself  the  responsibilitj. 

This  case  stands  alone.  For  one  hundred  ud 
fifty  years  has  this  writ  been  revered  as  the  gn&rdia 
spirit  of  hunian  liberty,  pursuing  nnmoletted  the 
even  tenor  of  its  way,  commanding  obedience  from 
every  authority,  entering  every  prison,  descendiitt 
into  every  dungeon,  and,  through  grated  doors  u2 
arms  of  steel,  bringing  forth  the  prisoner,  together 
with  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  to  the  Ughtoi 
dav. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask,  can  we,  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  existing  by  and  actine  under  the  ConatiUk. 
tion,  ezcuse,  and  thereby  juftify,  this  suspension  oC 
the  habeas  corpus?  No,  sir;  we  cannot:  ve  dut 
not.  I  would  do  anything  for  General  Jacboa 
rather  than  this.  Erect  monuments,  make  triomph. 
al  arches,  build  temples  in  honor  of  the  gloriou 
victory  at  New  Orleans;  but  I  cannot  sacrifice  a 
great  constitutional  principle--^  principle  more 
valuable  to  this  people  than  a'  hundred  cities,  noie 
glorious  than  a  thousand  victories. 

Why  is  this  measure  ur^ed  upon  Congress  jost 
at  this  time?  After  sleepmg  for  a  quarter  of  t 
century,  this  claim  suddenly  awakes,  as  by  the 
touch  of  a  magician's  wand;  the  whole  coantiy  be* 
^comes  agitated  with  an  anxious  sense  of  jostice, 
brooking  no  delav.  The  public  treasure  groans  to 
be  defivered  of  the  fine  money;  and  General  Jack- 
son and  his  friends  can  live  no  longer  under  the 
foul  imputation  of  the  sentence,  why  this  snddea 
outbrealc  of  justice,  gratitude,  and  sensibility? 
Were  not  all  the  facts  of  the  case  as  well  knovn 
twelve  years  ago,  as  they  are  at  the  present  momeml 
Has  delay  advanced  the  validity  or  the  cUiml  Has 
neglect  aroused  our  gratitudel  Has  time  made  the 
outrage  more  glaring? 

Passing  over  the  eight  years  of  General  Jack- 
son's administration,  (during  which  a  sense  of  deli- 
cacy might  forbid  action  upon  this  subject,)  how 
can  we  account  for  the  silence  of  Mr.  van  BoreL 
during  the  four  years  of  his  administrationi  Du 
his  keen  ejre  not  perceive  this  stain  upon  the  char- 
acter of  his  great  benefactor?  Was  his  gratitude 
so  obtuse  that  it  could  not  give  a  word  or  a  hint 
that  the  thing  would  be  agreeable?  Or  was  it  that, 
having  glory  enough  in  those  days,  this  little  matter 
of  the  thousand  dollars  fine  was  laid  by  lor  a  seasoa 
ofscarcitjT? 

I  believe  I  know  that  this  measure  has  here  aod 
elsewhere  many  honest  supporters.  The  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Missouri,  who  introduced  the  bill, 
has  too  much  sincerity  and  honesty  of  character 
ever  to  advocate  a  measure  here  which  he  does 
not  believe  to  be  right  and  just.  Yet,  sir,  from  an 
that  I  have  seen  and  heard,  I  cannot  divest  nyself 
of  the  impression  that  a  certain  aspirant  to  the  Pres- 
idency is  attempting,  through  this  measnre.  to  tne 
once  more  the  name  and  influence  of  Gen.  Jackson 
to  obtain  a  second  time  the  object  of  his  ambition. 
Having  once  been  warmed  and  illuminated  by  the 
meridian  influences  of  his  glorious  predecessor,  be 
has,  during  a  short  eclipse,  been  ezaminug  with 
telescopic  accuracy,  the  clouded  face  of  the  great 
luminary,  to  discover,  if  he  could,  some  little  spot 
from  which  might  be  elicited  a  solitary  ray  of  r6 
fleeted  glory. 

In  order  to  get  at  this  little  matter  of  ^orifiea- 
tion,  the  life  and  history  of  the  old  hero  have  bees 
conned  over  to  find,  if  possible,  some  dubioas  poiitt 
of  official  conduct— some  unjnstisfied  act— some  on* 
varnished  spot,  a  vanity  not  satisfied,  an  insolt  on- 
avenged;  and,  at  last,  this  matter  of  the  fine  is  fixed 
upon  as  an  offensive  object  in  the  picture,  and  we 
are  called  upon  to  varnish  it  over  by  legisiatiTe  es* 
aclment.  Let  me  say  lo  the  friends  of  Gen.  Jaek- 
son,  vou  are  not  true  limner^  yon  will  nxMltbc 
painting  by  this  varnish.  It  is  these  roagh  pofias 
and  dark  shades  that  give  character  and  indirido- 
alily  to  the  picture.  Smooth  them  down,  or  giU 
them  over,  and  it  will  no  longer  be  a  true  likeness  of 
pour  responaibility-takiDg  hero.    It  Is  btoor  for  all 
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parties  ihat  we  leave  this  matter  as  the  history  of 
the  times  records  it.  Let  the  controversy  between 
the  civil  and  military  power— between  the  General 
and  the  Jadge — remain  settled  as  it  is  by  the  record. 
It  is  wellsettled,  and  we  cannot  alter  it  if  we  would. 
The  hero  General  met  the  hero  Judge  in  sharp 
conflic^  the  General  imprisoned  the  Jud^e,  and  the 
Judge  nned.  the  General;  the  one  lost  his  liberty,  the 
other  his  money.  Wc  cannot  now  readjust  the  mat- 
ter upon  equal  terms.  You  may  gratify  the  flelings 
of  General  Jackson  by  returning  this  fine;  but  vnh&i 
becomes  of  the  outrage  upon  the  Judgel  Is  there 
no  sympathy  for  his  wrongs'}  Dragged  from  his 
house  uv  armed  men;  marched  througll  the  public 
streets;  branded  with  crime;  the  object  of  scorn  and 
contempt^  imprisoned,  and  then  banished  as  an  out- 
lawed traitor — h^  wrongs  have  never  been  redress- 
ed. He  went  down  to  his  grave  an  injured  and  in- 
sulted man,  long  to  be  remembered  for  his  unequal 
contest  with  the  nero  of  New  Orleans.  Not  so  with 
General  Jackson.  This  petty  fine,  this  sentence  of 
contempt,  now  remembered  by  him  with  so  much 
soreness,  was  unheeded  at  tne  time,  amidst  the 
shouts  of  his  triumph;  and  was,  for  a  while,  forgot- 
ten, in  the  enjoyment  of  those  high  honors  bestowed 
npcm  him  by  his  grateful  country.  Yet  his  fi  lends 
are  not  satisfied.  The  record  of  this  sentence  is 
still  in  existence*  After  twenty  eight  years  of  glo- 
ry won  and  enjoyed  in  other  nelds,  they  now  pro- 
pose to  conduct  their  hero  with  all  Congress  in  his 
train,  back  to  the  first  field  of  his  triumph,  New  Or- 
leans; not  to  celebrate  his  victory  over  the  enemies 
of  his  country,  but  rather  to  sanction  his  triumph 
over  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  our  Republic;  and 
the  grand  ceremony  of  this /^te  will  be  to  tear  in 
fragments,  over  the  grave  of  Dominick  A.  Hall,  this 
record — the  only  monument  leftus  of  an  independent 
and  upright  judge.  I,  for  one,  will  have  no  part  in 
the  pageant. 


SPEECH  OP  MR,  BARNARD, 

OP  NEW  YORK, 
/n  the  Houte  of  JRepreaentativett  February  20, 
1843 — In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to  treas- 
ury notes. 

Mr.  BAaNARD  offered  to  add  to  that  bill,  by 
way  of  amendment,  the  substance  of  a  bill  laid  on 
the  table  some  time  since  by  him,  and  printed,  and 
which,  at  the  tipie,  he  had  proposed  to  offer  as  a 
substitute  for  the  exchequer  oil!  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  currency,  (Mr.  Cusbino's  bill,)  wben- 
erer  that  bill  should  be  taken  up.  Mr.  BAaNAan's 
bill,  now  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  treasury 
note  bill,  was  entitled  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money, 
not  exceeding  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  of  State 
banks,  and  to  adopt  an  equal  amount  of  currency, 
which  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  Govern- 
ment dues." 

This  amendment  having  been  received — 

Mr.  BARNARD  addressed  the  committee  to  the 
following  effect: 

Mr.  CHAmMAN :  On  the  whole,  sir,  1  do  not  know 
that  any  more  fit  occasion  for  bringing  forward  the 
proTiaional  measure  on  the  subject  of  the  currency 
which  Iliave  had  the  honor  to  propose,  could  well 
be  presented}  than  that  which  is  now  offered;  and  I 
have  felt  obliged,  thereiore,  to  decline  the  appeal 
made  to  me  by  my  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Pillmorb,] 
that  1  would  forbear  to  press  this  measure  at  the 
present  time.  I  must  insist  on  embracing  -this  occa- 
sion to  discharge  myself  of  a  great  public  duty; 
and,  having  a  very  "distinct  notion  of  what  this 
House  owes  to  the  country  on  the  subject  which  I 
have  now  brought  to  its  notice,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  let  this  opportunity  slip  of  exacting  from  it 
some  action  m  regard  to  that  subject,  ft  will  not 
do  to  say  that  my  bill  is  not  germane  to  the  subject 
before  tne  committee.  The  two  subjects  are  inti- 
mately related.  Nor  will  the  plea  of  lack  of  time 
avail  anything.  If  there  is  time  to  perpetuate  an 
issue  of  twelve  millions  of  treasury  notes,  for  the 
relief  of  the  treasury — which  is  what  the  bill  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  proposes— there  is  lime  to 
consider  a  proposition  for  changing  the  form  of 
that  indebteaness— which  is  what  my  bill  propases, 
with  the  advantage  of  supplying  to  the  country,  by 
means  of  that  change  oi  form,  what  the  country 
now  so  much  needs,  and  so  imperatively  demands 
ample,  and  a  safe,  sound,  and  uniform  nation- 


al currency.  It  will  not  do  to  say,  as  we  have 
heard  said  and  repeated  this  morning,  that  the  pub- 
lic business  must  first  be  done — as  if  there  were  no 
other  public  business  than  the  passing  of  appropri- 
ation bills,  and  bills  to  issue  or  perpetuate  treasury 
notes.  Sir,  this  which  I  propose  is  public  business, 
and  public  business  of  some  consequence  too;  and, 
if  gentlemen  are  not  sensible  of  the  fact  now,  they 
may  be  made  so,  perhaps,  when  our  common  mas- 
ter, the  people,  come  to  reckon  with  us  on  the  sub- 
ject In  the  condition  in  which  the  monetary  and 
business  affairs  of  this  Government  and  of  this 
country  now  are.  and  have  been  for  a  considerable 
period,  no  one  tning  can  be  named  of  such  indis- 
pensable necessity  as  the  restoration  of  a  sound 
and  uniform  national  currency.  It  is  the  vital  air 
to  the  body  politic — an  indispensable  requisite  to 
its  healthy  existence.  It  may,  in  my  opinion,  be 
now,  at  once,  procured  and  restored,  by  a  very  sim- 
ple and  a  very  safe  financial  measure,  which,  for 
Itself,  and  without  reference  to  the  matter  of  cur- 
rency, is  strongly  demanded  by  the  condition  of 
the  treasury. 

The  bill  of  the  Ways  and  Means  is  professedly 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  treasury:  and  it  proposes 
that  relief  through  the  old  mode  (become  so  hack- 
neyed within  the  last  six  years)  of  treasury  notes. 
This  is  the  ready  resort  and  panacea  prescribed  in 
these  latter  times,  for  all  the  distempers  of  our  ex- 
hausted exchequer.  Whenever  this  abused  patient 
of  ours— victim,  as  he  has  been,  of  alternate  pleth- 
ora and  inanition — shows  symptoms  of  collapse 
or  syncope,  forthwith  he  is  to  be  blown  up,  like  a 
bladder,  with  treasury  notes.  Treasury  notes  are 
his  hartshorn  and  his  lavender;  they  have  recov- 
ered  him  from  many  a  heart-sickness  and  deadly 
swoon,  within  the  last  six  years;  and  it  is  really 
surprising  how  their  virtues  hold  out.  considering 
.  how  frequently,  and  almost  constantly,  they  have 
been  resorted  to  and  applied.  Sir,  I  have  never 
yet,  'I  believe,  voted  tor  a  treasury-note  bill.  1 
might  do  so,  without  any  direct  violation  of  con- 
science or  principle,  if  I  could  see  a  proper  case  or 
exigency  for  a  measure  of  the  sort.  Tney  might 
be  used,  as  exchequer  bills  are  used  in  England,  to 
anticipate  incoming  revenue;  but  they  ought  not 
to  be  lightly  resorted  to,  to  talce  the  place  of  rev- 
enue, or  as  a  mode  of  borrowing  for  the  support  of 
Gk)vemment,  especially  in  time  of  peace.  They 
have  now  been  thus  employed  for  almost  six  years 
uninterruptedly.  They  were  so  used  by  the  last 
Administration,  against  which  we  Whigs  earnest- 
ly remonstrated;  and,  coming  into  legislative  power, 
we  Whigs  have  adopted  and  continued  the  prac- 
tice— with  how  much'more  urgent  necessity  on  our 
part,  the  country  will  determine.  And  it  is  now 
proposed  to  employ  still  funher  this  means  of  rais- 
ing the  wind  tor  the  treasury;  it  is  proposed  to 
Rive  authority  to  the  treasury  to  reissue  the  whole 
batch  of  treasury  notes  now  outstanding — some 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  more  or  less — as  they 
may  be  paid  in  for  dues,  or  come  in  for  redemp- 
tion. Tne  greater  part  are  already  past  due,  and 
do  not  come  in  for  payment,  only  because  we  have 
added  to  our  promise  to  pay  interest  on  them  till 
due — which  was  the  footing  on  which  they  origin- 
ally stood— a  promise  to  pay  interest  on  them  till 
redeemed.  And  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  add 
the  like  promise  in  regard  to  the  rest  and  residue 
of  the  outstanding  notes.  Sir,  I  do  not  like  this 
Jeremy-Diddle r  way  of  supporting  this  Govern- 
ment. These  notes,  every  one  of  them,  were  is- 
sued payable  in  one  year  from  date,  and  it  con- 
cerned the  credit  and  honor  of  the  Government 
that  they  should  have  been  promptly  met  at  matu- 
rity. This  subsequent  promise  of  paying  interest, 
to  prevent  the  holders  from  demandmg  payment 
of  the  principal — this  purchase,  in  market  overt,  of 
the  lenity  and  forbearance  of  our  creditors — is  not 
the  son  of  transaction  that  I,  for  one,  can  take  any 
pride  in,  as  an  American  citizen.  If  the  Govern- 
ment unhappily  could  do  no  better,  why  very -well; 
and  I  hope  tnere  has  been  more  actual  necessity 
for  this  sort  of  proceeding  than  I  have  been  able  to 
discover.    At  any  rate,  coming,  as  the  renewed 

Kroposition  does,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
leans,  I  shall  not  set  myself  up  against  it;  tnough 
it  must  be  carried,  if  at  all,  by  other  votes  than  mine. 
I  have  not  moved  to  strike  out  the  bill  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  and  substitute  mine  for  it;  I  propose 
ray  bill  as  an  amendment,  to  be  added  to  theirs; 
they  will  consist  very  well  with  each  other  in  the 
^me  enactment.  If  my  plan  should  chance  to  be 
adopted,  and  then  it  should  be  found  that  the  State 
l^ks  should  refuse  to  lend  us  money  on  the  terms 


proposed,  the  treasury  would  still  have  the  treasury 
notes  to  resort  to;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
banks  should  assent  to  our  terms  and  lend  us  the 
money,  there  would  not  only  be  no  necessity  for- 
any  reissue  of  treasury  notes,  but  all  the  outstand- 
ing notes  might  be  promptly  redeemed.  The  bill 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  is,  as  I  have  said,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  treasury.  So  is  mine;  and,  I 
venture  to  think,  much  the  more  important  and  ne- 
cessary bill  of  the  two,  not  only  for  tne  relief  of  the 
treasury,  but  for  the  relief  of  the  country  also. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  free  to  confess — in- 
deed, I  wish  it  to  be  understood^^hat  my  main 
purpose  is  to  procure,  by  the  plan  I  propose,  a  cur- 
rency of  national  imj^ort  and  character  for  the 
country.  This  is  the  great  want  of  the  country. 
Upon  this  question,  more  than  any  other,  the  politi- 
cal revolution  of  1840  turned.  The  whig  party 
came  into  power  upon  the  solemn  promise  and 
pledge  to  give  the  country  a  sound  national  cur- 
rency. The  general  expecUition  was,  that  this  was 
to  be  done  by  means  of  a  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  mode,  however,  was  not  so  much 
dwelt  upon;  it  was  the  object  and  the  thing  that 
was  chiefly  discussed,  promised,  and  expected.  The 
local  currencies  were  in  the  most  deranged  condi- 
tion; the  utmost  confusion  reigned  in  the  exchanges; 
the  regular  flow  of  business  was  obstructed  anain- 
terrupted  in  all  its  channels.  There  was  stagna- 
tion, and  distress,  and  ruin  everywhere.  It  i^as 
universally  felt  that  the  process  of*^  restoration  must 
begin  at  Washington.  It  was  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment which  had  brought  on  all  this  mischief,  by  its 
unhallowed  war  on  tne  best  currency  the  world 
ever  saw,  and  which  had  then  coolly  turned  its 
back  on  the  confusion  and  deflation  it  had  crea^ 
ted,  and  declared  that  it  did  not  belong  to  this  Gov- 
ernment to  have  anything  to  do  with  currency  and 
^exchanffes.  The  demand  of  the  people  was,  that 
it  should  have  something  to  do  with  this  subject; 
and  that  demand  was  uttered  with  the  voice  ox  au- 
thority, and  in  tones  of  thunder.  They  called  on 
the  name  of  the  Whig  IMirty,  which  they  clothed 
with  the  ensigns  of  political  power,  and  command- 
ed them  to  go  promptly  to  the  work  of  relief  and 
restoration.  And  we  promised  to  do  it.  The  coun- 
try mast  have  a  souna  and  uniform  national  pur- 
rency,  and  we  promised  that  it  should  be  supplied. 
This  was  the  only  way  to  bring  order,  regularity, 
and  safety  out  of  the  confusioi}  and  rottenness  which 
prevailed  in  the  local  currencies  and  in  the  ex- 
changes; and  we  promised  it  should  be  done.  Be- 
fore God,  and  many  a  cloud  of  wimesses,  we  made 
this  solemn  engagement.  There  was  one  condi- 
tion, and  one  only,  annexed,  by  necessary  implica- 
tion, to  this  engagement.  The  mode  of  reaching 
and  accomplishing  the  object  must  be  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  Constitution,  and  to  our  own  well- 
understood  principles.  We  were  not  bound  to  vio- 
late either  tne  Constitution  or  our  own  consciences; 
but  we  were  bound  to  accomplish  the  object,  only 
leaving  these  intact. 

And,  Mr.  Chairman,  never  was  a  great  duty  en- 
tered upon  with  more  alacrity,  resolution,  and  zeaL 
Never  was  there  a  more  honest  endeavor  to  per- 
form an  honest  undertaking  and  trust.  An  extra 
session  of  Congress  was  convened,  and  we  went  to 
work  like  men  at  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
though,  in  the  mean  time,  we  had  lost  the  elected 
head  and  chief  of  our  party  and  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. Still,  we  did  not  shrink  from  our  duty  and 
our  engagements.  At  that  period,  nothing  out  a 
bank  was  thought  of  in  any  quarter,  whether  in 
Congress,  at  the  Treasury  Department,  or  at  the 
Executive  mansion.  Various  plans  were  suggest- 
ed—to Congress,  in  Congress,  and  by  the  Executive: 
and  they  were  all  plans  of  banks.  Nobody  seemed 
then  to  think  or  dream  of  anything  else.  By  com- 
mon consent  and  agreement,  at  that  period,  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  was  to  be  supplied  and  reitu- 
latea  through  an  incorporated  national  bank.  Two 
attempts  were  made  in  Congress  to  establish 
such  a  bank;  two  such  banks  in  succession  were 
created,  to  neither  of  which  would  the  Presi- 
dent yield  his  assent;  and  it  became,  at  last, 
apparent  to  everybody  that  he  would  yield 
his  assent  to  nothing  in  the  shape  or  simili- 
tude of  an  incorporated  national  bank.  Thus 
ended  at  once  all  hopes  of  supplying  a  currency  by 
means  of  a  national  oank  for  tne  term  of  Mr.  Ty- 
ler's administration.  It  remained  to  be  seen  whether 
the  same  ol^ect  could  be  accomplished  through  any 
other  agency,  which  should  be  firee  from  constitu- 
tional and  other  insuperable  difficulties.  Mr.  Ty- 
ler and  some  of  his  advisers  were  of  opinio*' 
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could  be;  and  a  plan  forihis  purpose  was  submitted 
to  Congress  from  the  Executive  department  at  the 
last,  as  it  has  been  again  at  the  present  session. 
Th^s  is  die  exchequer  plan,  which  has  gained,  cer- 
tainly, a  great  deal  ofnotoriety,  if  it  has  not  gain- 
ed Wtkch  stlpeess.  It  was  silentlv  condemned  by 
Cot^gt^atthe  lais^  seasion,  and  it  has  been  con- 
dei^n^  at  the  pres^pt  session  in  this  House  by  the 
most  sweeping  and  significant  vote  which,  I  venture 
to  say,  was  ever  pi&ssed  on  a  measure  of  Execu- 
tive ret;ommendatfoii. 

Thfs  ctindemnation,  thus  passed  on  the  Execn- 
tirepitB^aii«xchequer,  must  be  deemed  to  have 
retened.  also,  the  saase  exchequer  scheme  as  modi- 
fied in  the  b|)l  buo^ght  in  by  the  Select  Committee 
oa  the-  OQrreiicv,(Mr.  CuamNa'a  bill.)  Let  the 
gntloman  IromrMassachuseits  bring  his  bill  to  the 
test  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  he  shall  see  how 
miioliior  rather  how  liuie,  favor  his  scheme  "w ill 
coomiand  in  this  Hoase.  It  is  the  same  scheme,  in 
substance,  already  stamped,  not  with  disapproval 
merely,  bat  with  reprobation.  The  gentleman's 
exchequer  differs  from  the  Executive  plan  in  two 
piirciculars,  not  unimportant  in  themselves,  hot  in 
no  manner  affecting  tne  character  of  the  measure. 
It  i^  the  exchequer  siilh  it  is  just  what  it  was  in  its 
origfoal  conception,  what  it  always  has  been,  and 
a)wa(ys  must  be.    It  is  an  Executive  treasury  with 


subi-tfeasuries.  as  eontradlstii^guished  fk-om  *<the 
imnry  <^  the  United  States,'^  as  established  by 
lew  in  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress,  and 
employed  IVom  that  day  to  this  with  the  universal 
approval  of  the  American  people,  excepting  during 
oBB  single  year  under  the  last  Administration.  It 
is  Also  an  Executive  commercial  bank  of  deposite 
and  etcchaDge— a  Government  baAk,  to  be  managed 
and-  conducted  by  oflioers  of  Executive  appoint- 
mtBf^andto  deal  with  individuals  on  individual 
aeei>uiit. 

One  respect  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts has  modified  the  Executive  plan  is  in 
wfthidbrawing  from  the  exchequer  board  and  agen- 
cies the  power  to  purchase  exchange.  The  power 
to  sell  exchanges,  however,  remains,  and  may  be 
exercised  to  any  extent,  and  with  all  that  latitude  of 
discretion  in  regard  to  prices  and  persons  which 
could  not  fail  to  make  this  machine  a  political  en- 
gine of  the  grossest  favoritism  and  corruption.  At 
any  rate,  with  this  power  to  deal  in  exchanges,  and 
the' power  to  receive  the  money  of  individuals  and 
Inmish  bank  paper  money  therefor,  the  exchequer 
is  ouJof  all  question  a  Government  bank,  and,  as 
sac^^  ctk  never  receive  Ihe  support  of  those  so  re- 
garding it,  who  desire  to  see  the  Constitution  and 
Gorrernment  preserved.  Even  the  friends  of  the 
measure  advocate  it  only  by  denying  roundly  that 
the  exchequer  is  a  Gh)vernment  bank — a  denial 
which  admits  of  no  support,  that  I  can  discover,  but 
naked  and  bold  assertion. 

Another  modification  of  the  executive  plan, 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  is 
m  substituting  for  any  fund  a  specie  basis  of  aol- 
lar  for  dollar  for  the  paoer  issues  of  the  Qovern- 
ment.  As  a  principle  of  banking,  I  must  be  al- 
lowed to  say  tnat  I  hold  this  proposition  in  no  sort 
of  respect.  It  is  commended  to  our  admiration  by 
an  epigrammatic  remark  of  its  author,  that  *<for 
every  paper  eagle  on  the  wing,  it  has  a  gold  eagle 
in  hand.''  But  it  is  evident  the  gentleman  has 
wholly  mistaken  the  character  and  habits  of  the 
bird  he  was  describing.  He  seems  to  suppose  that ' 
these  are  gregarious— that  they  fly  onlv  in  flocks, 
like  wild  geese  in  their  migrations;  ana  that  when 
the^  get  tired  of  being  on  the  wing,  and  alight, 
they  alight  all  at  once  and  all  together.  It  was  im- 
poriant,  therefore,  in  hisiestimation,  to  make  provis- 
ion beforehand  for  this  peculiarity  of  hatrir,  by 
having  constantly  on  hand  an  equal  number  of 
golden  eagles  for  his  weary  paper  eagles  to  settle 
down  upon.  Now,  this  is  certainly  an  error  in 
the  ge^tlenian's  natural  huaory.  which  one  so  truly 
lemra  ought  not  to  have  made.  It  detracts  ma- 
terially from  the  merits  of  the  contribution  he  was 
making  to  the  interesting  science  of  ornithology. 
These  paper  eagles  are  not  gregarious;  they  fly 
eitHet  siE^gly  or  in  small  detachedcovies:  and,  like 
swallows  or  a  sunny  day,  some,  and  fay  far  the 
greater  number,  are  always  on  the  wing  while 
others  are  at  rest.  To  drop  the  gentleman's  figure, 
it  would  be  a  mere  wanton  waste  of  property,  be- 
sides being  a  temptation  to  all  manner  of  corrup- 
tion, if  the  Government,  issuing  convertible  paper, 
were  to  undertake  to  keep  cox>stantly  ofl  hand  an 
amount  ol  gold  and  silver  equal  to  the  issues.  The 
id<%of  its  necessity  is  not  obsolete;  it  is  merely  ab- 
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surd.  By  the  very  terms  of  his  bill,  the  paper  is- 
sues only  to  those  who  prefer  it  to  gold  and  silver; 
and  the  same  necessity  which  obliges  the  commu- 
nity to  demand  the  paper  instead  of  the  coin  in  the 
first  instance,  must  continue  to  operate  as  long  as 
there  remains  any  business  to  transact,  and  must 
lead  the  community  to  the  continued  use  of  the  pa- 
per in  preference-  to  the  coin.  Nothing  but  a  sud- 
den and  universal  suspension  of  business  through- 
out all  the  regions  of  mdustry  and  commerce,  or  a 
sudden  and  universal  panic,  shaking  and  unset- 
tling the  foundations  of  all  credit  and  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itself,  could  ever  drive  home  in  one  ddy, 
or  in  one  period,  the  whole  outstanding  mass  of 
paper  issues.  There  should  always  be  a  large  and 
broad  basis  of  specie  for  all  issues  of  paper,  so  as  to 
secure  at  once^  as  far  as  human  calculation  jcan^o, 
actual  convertibility  and  real  confidence.  No  man 
has  insisted  more  strongly  or  more  uniformly  on 
this  than  I  have.  But  to  go  beyond  this,  and  insist 
on  making  the  metallic  basis  equal  to  the  circula- 
tion, is  a  good  deal  worse  than  a  blunder.  If 
adopted  by  the  Government,  in  case  it  turned 
banker,  much  more  ought  the  same  rule  to  be 
adopted  by  all  the  banks,  and  it  could  sot  end  in 
anything  but  fraud;  for  the  specie  wooid  as  ccr* 
tainly  di&appear,  as  time  passed  on  to  show  how 
useless  a  hoard  it  was.  Either  it  would  have  this 
result,  or  issues  would  cease  altorethef ;  and  thai 
golden  era,  so  much  sighed  afler  by  the  subiimaied 
Democracy,  would  be  brought  in. 

But  the  gentleman's  dollar  for  dollar  doctrine  is 
not  objectionable  merely  as  a  principle  of  banking; 
it  is  still  more  objectionable  when  taken  in  connex- 
ion with  the  sub-treasury  feature  of  the  exchequer 
plan.  It  makes  his  sub-treasury  incomparably  more 
dangerous  than  that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Under 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  scheme,  no  moneys  were  to  be 
kepc  in  the  hands  of  executive  officers,  except  the 
surplus  or  casual  balance  of  the  ordinary  revenues 
—it  might  be  one  or  three  millions.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  proposes  a  sub-treasury, 
under  which  executive  officers  shall  have  in  their 
personal  custody  not  only  all  the  surplus  revenues  of 
the  Government,  but  also  twenty  millions  more  of 
good  gold  and  silver,  under  the  name  of  a  redemp- 
tion fund  for  onistanding  issues!  How  could  any 
man  have  the  face  to  submit  such  a  proposition  to 
the  Representatives  ot  the  American  people;  and  to 
connect  that  proposition,  too,  with  another  for  the 
establishment  of  an  out-and-out,  undisguised  Gov- 
ernment bank— and  that,  not  a  bank  merely  dealing 
with  individuals  on  Government  account,  but  deal- 
ing with  individuals  on  individual  account?  And 
this  oflEer  and  attempt  is  made  by  this  republican, 
constitutional,  limited  (Government  of  ours;  ana 
under  an  Administration  that  has  disttngaished  it- 
self by  the  obstinate  constitutional  scruples  which 
it  has  set  up  against  measures  of  the  most  salutary 
and  indispensable  character,  and  which  had  been 
sanctioned  by  the  best  opinions,  and  hy  a  long  con- 
tinued and  repeated  practice  fVom  Ihe  very  fotmda- 
tion  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  incorporated  national  bank  be- 
ing out  of  the  question  for  the  period  of  Mr.  Tyler's 
term  of  office;  and  the  executive  plan  of  an  ex- 
chequer, with  all  its  modifications,  being  also  con- 
demned, and  equally  out  of  the  Question;  the  inqui- 
ry is  presented—and  it  is  one  of  momentous  inter- 
est to  this  great  country—- whether  any  other^node 
not  substantiallv  embraced  either  in  the  plan  of  a 
a  national  bank,  or  in  that  of  a  Government  bank, 
and  free  from  insuperable  difficulties,  can  now  be 
devised  and  adopted  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
same  great  and  desirable  purpose  of  supplying  to 
the  country  a  sound  and  uniform  national  currency? 
If  such  a  mode  can  be  suggested  which  shall  be 
found  on  examination,  on  the  one  hand,  to  promise 
complete  and  happy  success,  and,  on  the  other,  to  be 
liable  to  no  constitutional  or  other  sound  objection, — 
then,  for  one,  I  shall  feel  that  I  have  fhiled  in  the 
most  solemn  of  all  my  public  duties,  and  of  all  my 
political  engagements,  if  1  do  not  exert  every  facul- 
ty I  possess  in  endeavoring  to  bring  about  its  adop- 
tion before  this  Congress  shall  be  dissolved.  Sir,  I 
believe  that  the  plan  set  forth  in  the  paper  which  I 
have  sent  to  the  Chair,  will,  if  adopted,  accomplish 
the  important  object  of  supplying,  for  the  uses  of 
both  Government  and  people,  a  safe  and  tmiform 
national  currency;  that  it  has  in  it  nothing  in  com- 
mon either  with  a  national  or  a  Government  bank; 
and  that  it  will  be  found  on  examination  to  be  free 
from  all  serious  difficulties  or  objections. 

It  is  proposed,  in  the  plan  which  I  present,  to  em- 
;ploy  a  limited  amount  of  State  bank  cnxrc&(;y, 
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come  payable  iiv  a  couple  of  years  j  ihwe  are  &ov 
outstanding  eleven  and  a  half  or  twelve  miBionsof 
trea^ttw  notes,  the  greater  part  of  which,  is  now 
due  and  payable^  ana  the  residue  sppn  will  be,  ^i 
the  ^hole  of  which  ought  promptly  lobe  t^SBraa 
and  cancelled.  It  is  this  necessity  of  iheSSm. 
mefit,  by  which  it  is  compelled  to  become  or  cq^' 
tinue  a  debtor  for  borrowed  money,  which  zomm 
us  to  device  a  plan  for  nationalizing  a  limM 
amount  of  Slate  bank  currency,  tluco^gb  a  con^ 
nient  money  transaction  with  these  banks.  A  Terr 
large  proportion  of  all  our  out^tan^ng  ireaora 
notes  are  understood  to  be  in  the  hands  ofthebaDte 
and,  so  far  as  these  are  concerned,  lo  borrow  moaw 
now  on  contracts  of  loan  of  the  banks,  w^Unlj  ttt 
to  change  the  form  of  our  indebtedness^  to  tbeoi. 
Besides  our  indebtedness  on  treasury  note^  oit 
niere  due-bills— which  ought  to  be  paid^aad  wkd 
it  is  discreditable  to  us  not  to  pay  prompUj  at  bm* 
turity — it  is  doubted,  in  some  quarters,  wbethei  tlM 
means  at  the  command  of  the  treasury  hhII,  withoot 
further  aid,  carry  the  Government  safely  thiogeH 
to  the  1st  of  January  next.  The  Secretary  thjSs 
he  shall  have  a  small  balanee.  if  the  sam  of  the  ^ 
propriations  shall  not  exceed  bis  estin^atc^  and  it 
is  now  almost  certain  that  the  arapropriatioos  will 
not  exceed,  but  will  fall  considerably  below,  hiiesii. 
mates.  But  there  is  still  danger  (as  some  contttd) 
that  the  revenue,  both  from  customs  and  lands,  m^f 
fall  off  for  the  present  year  even  further  tbaa  U, 
has  yet  anticipated.  Now^  the  ability  of  the  treasoi; 
to  meet  all  engagements  till  the  1st  oi  January  ne^ 
ought  to  be  put  beyond  all  contingencv  before  this 
Congress  Is  concluded.  Every  possible  excose  to 
the  Administration  for  calling  an  extra  serion 
should  be  taken  away>  A  duty  impoi^  on  teas 
and  on  cofiee— the  most  productive  and  the  least 
burdensome  of  all  our  sources  of  revenue^ wonlj 
make  everything  safe;  but  parties  do  not  like  to 
take  the  responsibility.  I  am  very  sorry  for  it.  I 
am  always  pained  and  afflicted  when  I  see  mj  po- 
litical friends  and  associates  on  this  floor  shrinka^ 
from  any  duhr  which  patriotism  deiunds  of  then 
to  perform.  But  it  is  clear  that  our  revenue  for  ibe 
current  vear  is  not  to  be  strengthened  in  this  way. 
We  shall  adjourn  without  any  dmies  on  teas  and 
coffee;  and  hence  it  becomes  a  matter  of  sound  pol- 
icy to  provide,  if  we  can,  in  some  other  wij,  for 
the  possible  contingency  of  a  deficit  in  the  treasury 
for  the  current  year.  This  necessity  will  be  foosd 
to  be  completelv  met  by  the  plan  which  I  bare 
brought  forwara,  which  provicles  at  once  for  tlie 
pressing  pecuniary  wants  of  the  treasnjy,aswet{ 
as  for  a  sound  and  safe  meditun  of  payments  and 
receipts  both  for  the  Gk)veniment  and  the  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  plan  which  I  propose  is  this 
Let  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  aatfaorized 
toborrow,  of  sound  specie-paying  £(tatebanks,asaBi 
not  exceeding  fifteen  millions  of  dollars— borrow* 
ing,  however,  of  no  bank  an  amonnt  exceedin|oi»> 
fourth  part  of  its  capital  in  actual  possession;  and 
the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  must  not  eiceed  six 
per  cent.  .He  must  receive  of  the  banks  effecdva 
money—gold  and  silver,  or  its  equivalent,  BCC0jd« 
ing  to  existing  laws  in  regard  to  the  meditun  of 
payments  to  the  treasury.  Let  the  Secretary  aho 
be  authorized,  on  the  receipt  of  the  money  borrow- 
ed, to  cause  an  amount  of  the  circulating  notes  of 
each  lending  bank,  just  equal  to  the  sum  borrowed 
of  each,  to  be  stamped  on  the  face  of  soch  note^ 
*' receivable  in  payment  of  public  does,  according 
to  act  of  Congress,"  and  countersigned  by  a  proper 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Depanment.  Let  the  Sec- 
retary be  authorized  and  required  to  enter  into  a 
written  contract  with  each  loaning  bank,  seoisg 
forth  with  particularity  the  terms  and  conditions  a 
the  loan,  and  the  obligations  of  the  respective  par- 
ties; and  let  it  be  stipulated,  in  a  special  mufler, 
that  if,  at  any  time,  the  bank  shall  snqpend  specie 
payments,  or  fail  to  redeem  any  of  its  circDlatinc 
notes  in  gold  and  silver  on  demand  at  itscosniflr, 
then,  and  from  that  time,  inlerest  on  the  loao  to  (ha 
Government  shall  cease  to  accrue  and  be  payiUa; 
and  the  notes  of  the  bank  stamped  atthetreasBryshtlli 
as  fast  as  they  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  poUie 
dues,  be  cancelled,  and  returned  to  the  bank  in  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  due  from  the  (joverament  to  wa 
bank.    Let  it  also  be  stipoUtedin  saohesiinOr 
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ury  might  in  <mt  event  ^  sal>jeot«di  bpt  wi||ch  is 
easily  provided  for  beforeband.  Af»  at  HPy.  uoe 
while  this  plaa  shoald  be  in  operaiioPi  one  bC thoae 
revulsions  in  the  commercial  world;  sw>ald  fiPMor, 
which  shonld  drive  the  bonking  insMtQ^ioQa  91,  ike 
country  toageneral  snspensionofflpecie^wflfm^tfr- 
an  event  which  has  twice  hap^ned^and-^ly  t^fqe. 
in  oor  history^then  the  treasury  migbt;|«^i  ^^eli 
in  the  receipt  of  a  medium  for  current-  levenuisf, 
which  it  could  not  pay  out  for  current  expenses.  Jv^ki 
having  passed  through  one  of  those  seanes  a^d 
seasons  of  general  suspension,  every  one  will  sfia 
how  little  is  to  be  apprehend^  at  present  on  this 
score;  and  yet  I  have  thought  it  pruqent  to  provide 
for  sneh  a  possible  occurrence,  by  iasMtkkg  in  mv 
bille  provisional  authority  to  the  8e<n«tary-df  m 
Treasury  to  meet  any  such  ev«nt  and  eifgei^ 
which  should  arise  in  the  recess  of  Cc^gne^  bfan 
issue  of  treafury  notes  not  exceeding  five  nnntJotn 
of  dollar?.  Buch  would  be  a  proper  occasion  fbr 
a  resort  to  treasury  notes;  and  this  provisional  au- 
thority gives  every  possible  security  to  the  trtesury 
In  thepraetical  working  of  tb«  plan. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  mainly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  community,  of  the  American  fieople,  thall 
have  looked  in  bringing  forward  this  measure. 
Suffering  as  this  people  nave  done  now  for  long 
years,  under  the  oppressive  action  or  the  cr^el 
neglect  of  this  Government  In  regard  to  the  vital 
subject  of  the  currency,  it  Is  time  not  My  that 
sodiething  were  attempted,  but  that  sometning 
should  be  done.  Admit  that  the  attempts  already 
made,  and  which  have  so  signally  failed  of  8i:^c« 
cess,  have  put  an  end  to  tyery  hope  of  establish- 
ing any  permanent  measure  for  fiscal  purposes  and 
for  currency,  any  measure  worthy  or  the  subject, 
worthy  of  statesmen  to  devise,  worthy  of  the  coun- 
try, and  likely  to  stand  the  test  of  all  trial  and  of 
all  time—admit  all  this,  ai\^  what  Iheni  Are  we, 
therefore,  justified  in  doing  nothingi 

If  there  be  an  expedient-^  proviaional  nieifium 
like  this  which  1  have  broug^ht  to  the  notice  of  tha 
House  this  morning,  involving  no  intricate  demilsy 
noihing  to  perplex,  nothing  to  raise  apprehensions, 
nothing  to  doubt  about,  and  nothing  which  can  oe 
tortured  into  a  departure  fVom  oar  own  welt-estab- 
lished pOlitica]  and  economical  principles  and  Vi^lirs 
of  public  policy— a  measure  standing,  \n  no  way 
or  degree,  as  an  obstruction  or  imped  ioitejst  to  bur 
bringing  dut  and  estabKshing  herisafler'a  favoHfe, 
a  more  worthy  and  permantet  measure,  appn^ra- 
ble  to  the  same  subject,  whenever  fif  eten  we  mar 
be  clothed  With  the  reouisite  political  now^r— And, 
finally,  a  measure  whicn  fairly  promises^  be  ^tic- 
cessful,  to  accomplish  etninent  good  without  tne 
slightest  hazard  of  doing  anjr  harm  whatever,-^ if. 
I  say,  there  be  such  a  provisional  mtesure,  sm  If 
this  which  I  hereofifcrbe  suck  a  measure,  (and  I 
religiously  believe  it  is,}  what  excuse  or  apoK%T 
can  we  offer  to  the  countiy  for  ftif  ling  to  fesort  to  it 
and  to  adopt  M  I  address  myself  to'  nfren  6f  iny 
own  political  fkllh  and  party.  iDo^we  wfSh  fof  the 
confidence  of  the  country,  and  for  IVttifr^  ^HHcal 
successes  and  triumphsl  Let  our  ^rst  Wfsh  ^d  fes« 
olution  be  to  deserve  that  confidence  and  those  suc- 
cesses and  triumphs.  We  earinot  command  the 
confidence  of  the  country  by  sullen  Inaction  or  a 
dogged  resolution  to  do  nothing,  while  everything 
valuable  and  effective,  and  not  posftitdy  mis- 
chievous, remains  tot>edone;  wecann6t>omiband 
that  confidence  otherwise  than  by  steady,  persever- 
ing, and  zealous  efforts  for  the  reliefer  the  pedtole 
in  a  season  of  unprecedented  depression  and  dis- 
tress, and  for  their  prosperity.  The  nefcessary 
means  and  instramems  or  public  pft)9iperity,  the 
necessary  facilities  for  the  re-establl^hment  of  the 
ordinary  business  relations  and  the  transaction  of 
the  ordinary  business  operations  Of  this  great 
American  community,  cannot  be  suppIM  but 
through  the  agency  of  this  Government  Wftliout 
its  action,  there  can  be  no  naf  ionai  currency;  >nd 
without  such  a  currency,  there  can  be  no  stible 
system  of  cheap  and  eoual  exchffng^.  and  there  ^hn 
be  no  return  to  profitaole  busfoesA  and  to  prosperity 
without  such  a  currency  and  such  exdhauges.  We 
cannot  have  a  bank,  and  we  Will  tiot  Have  an  ex- 
chequer, but  we  may  haVe,  for  the  current  f itne,  a 
national  currency  and  equal  exchanges,  without 
either  of  those  establishmenis;  and.  In  my  solemn 
conviction,  we  are  much  to  blame  if  we  do  not  fi«6W 
make  the  necessary  provision  on  the  subject 

1  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  paper  con- 
templated by  Ihis  bill  will  fi>rm  a  currency  of 
national  ialpoit  and  oliavacter— ^how  peffeet  or 
complete  it  may  be  in  this  respect,  I  do  not  und^^ 


tftat'the  (jkrvennnent  may,  at  any  time,  on  teaspna^ 
ble  nc^ice.  najr  off  or  reduce  its  indebtedness  to  the 
'b^;  and  luso  that  the  bank  may^  on  reasonable 
^otite,  require  the  payment  or  redaction  of  its  debt — 
the  stamped  notes  of  such  bank  being,  in  either 
dsse,  cancelled  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  paymebt 
or  reduction;  and,  in  case  of  a  demand  of  .payment 
by  tlie  bank,  the  Government  to  have  the  option  of 
^yment  in  cash,  or  of  giving  its  bond  for  a  term 
of ,  ^ears,  upon  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent. 

This,  sir,  is  the  general  outline  of  the  plan. .  It  is 
perisctly  siqkple;  can  be  comprehended  oy  a  child; 
adji;nits  of  nomyBlification.  It  means,  and  can  mean, 
nothing  more  and  noihjng  less  than  what  is  ex- 
imessea  on  its  face.  If  it  is  objectionable  and  inad- 
misable,  .gentlemen  can  state  how  and  why.  and 
th^  can  do  it  as  well  tx>-day  as  they  could  ^Uer  a 
week's  reflection.  It  is  not  a  plan  to  oe  thrust  aside 
because  it  cannot.be  understood,  nor  because  it  pro- 
poses any  Experiment  the  operation  of  which  may 
not  be  fully  foreseen.  It  proposes  no  mere  experi- 
ment Sn  anything,' and  scarcely  anytlung  which  is 
really  new  and  iinCried.  It  is  noihinf  new  for  this 
Government  to  borrow  money,  ana  to  borrow  of 
banks;  and,  though  the  act  of  stamping  State  bank 
jcorrency  receivable  for  public  dues  has  not  been 
heretofore  attempted,  yet  banks  have  issued  their 
notes  before,  and  Government  too  has  issued  its 
notes.  Ho  new  kind  of  currency  is  to  be  tried;  it 
is  the  carrency  of  Staie  banks,  limited  in  amount, 
that  is  proposed  to  be  employed,  resting  on  the  same 
responsibility  of  the  banks  to  redeem,  ai^  on  the 
same  specie  basis  for  its  convertibility,  as  hereto- 
fore; and  the  Government,  instead  of  issuing  notes 
of  itsf^wn,  on  which  it  should  stand  solely  respon- 
sible-l  will  merely  stamp  this  limited  amount  of 
State  Wnk  paper,  so  as  to  make  it  a  legal  medium 
of  payments  to  the  treasury  by  the  debtors  of  the 
Government;  and  that  by  such  an  arrangement,  that 
the  Government  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  possible 
loss  of  a  dollar.  It  is  not  to  be  Government  paper 
in  any  sense;  the  Government  is  not  to  undertake 
for  ius  redemption,  or  even  for  any  default  of  the 
banks,  other  than  by  making  it  receivable  at  par 
for  public  dues  as  mon^.  whether  the  banks  re- 
deem or  fail  to  redeem.  Tnis,  of  course,  is  a  valu- 
able security  to  the  holders  of  these  bills,  beyond 
the  responsibility  of  the  sources  of  issue;  for  it  is 
clear,  supposing  suspension  by  any  bank,  or  even 
the  most  complete  failure  and  insolvency  of  such 
bank,  the  holders  of  its  stamped  paper  could  suffer 
no  considerable  loss,  inasmuch  as  its  value  could 
never  fall  bdow  that  of  treasury  notes  receivable 
at  the  treasury.  The  Government,  in  the  mean 
time,  undertaking  for  nothing  but  receivability, 
sianos  without  the  slightest  liability  to  loss;  since  it 
already  has  the  money  of  the  bank  in  its  hands,  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  stamped  paper  outstanding, 
for  which  it  is  indebted  to  tne  bank,  and  which  in- 
de^dness  is  reduced  and  paid  off  as  fast  as  the 
stamped  paper  is  received  at  the  treasury,  cancel- 
led, and  returned  to  the  bank. 

it  is  not  doubted  that  the  banks  would  gladly 
embmoe  the  proposal  held  out  to  them  by  this  bill 
Their  condition  at  the  present  time  is  a  crippled 
one,  just  in  proportion  lo  the  deflressed  and  stagnant 
stateofbosiaeas  in  the  country— crippled,  I  mean, 
in  regard  to  the  extent  and  profitaoieness  of  their 
eornuit  traasactioDs.  Their  numbers  bi^ve  been 
mo^  tinained  by  the  prevailing  distempers  of  re- 
cent times.  <  Some  of  ihete  that  remain  are  undonbc- 
edly  still  in  a  critieal,  if  not  desperate  state;  bm  by 
iar  the  pester  number  never  were  in  a  soander 
condition.  Specie  payments  have  been  resumed 
all  over  the  United  States,  except,  I  think,  at  two  or 
three  poitits  only  at  the  South.  It  is  probable,  in- 
deed, that  never  before,  since  banking  commenced 
in  this  coimtry,  did  the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the 
banks  bear  sO  large  a  proportion  to  tbeir  cfrrruHrtion. 
In  the  city  (^New  York,  as  shown  by  recent  re- 
inrns,  the  banks  have  seven  millions  of  specie  to 
one  million  of  actual  circulation;  and,  taking  all 
thebaabs  of  the  State  together,  the  excess  of  specie 
over  their  paper  in  the  hatkb  of  the  people  is  above 
a  aiiUionaad  a  quarter. 

But  banks  may  be  in  a  very  sound  conditmn,  and 
yet  not  be  in  a  condition  which  favors  or  indicates 
a  state  of  prosperity  in  the  commercial  oommonity. 
At  piesem,  their  eircolaiion  is  greatly  restricted; 
and  yet.  no  doubt,  the  currency  is  as  full  as  the  real 
demands  of  business  reonire  in  its  present  depres- 
sion and  stagnation;  ana  I  hope  that  hereafter,  fbr- 
ever,  Iheir  eirenlation  will  continue  to  be  limited  to 
the  real  doonnds  of  business,  though  I  hope  also  j 
that  the  time  is  not  distant  when,  by  better  facilities,  | 


'confidence  will  revive,  and  business  along  with  it. 
'I9otbingc3n  tend  to  furnish  these  necessarv  facili- 
titeso  effectu^Iy  as  a  national  carrency.  At  pres- 
ent, too,  these  banks — very  many  of  them,  certain- 
ly ^are  in  want  of  good  customers  for  their  money, 
and  can  be  in  no  way  reluctant,  therefore,  to  sup- 
ply the  Government  with  the  moderate  sum  it  re- 
auires.  Indeed,  the  Government  is  already  their 
ebtor  to  a  large  amount  in  treasury  notes,  and  the 
loan  propo^dby  this  bill  will  only  change  the  form 
of  the  indebtedness.  The  advantage  to  the  banks 
In  this  transaction  |s  obvious.  It  secures  to  them 
not  only  a  good  customer  for  a  portion  of  their  loan- 
able capital,  but  also  tjhe  pretty  certain  benefit  of  a 
circulation  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  loan.  If  they 
can  keep  out  any  paper  whatever,  they  can  certain- 
ly keep  out  this  stamped  paper.  Much  of  it  will 
travel  far  beyond  the  range  of  their  ordinary  issues, 
on  errands  which  will  only  be  acromplisbed,  oflen- 
times,  by  running  the  whole  circuit  of  commerce 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  With 
this  advantage,  drawing  interest  as  they  will  in 
their  circulation,  they  can  afford  to  put  down  the 
interest  on  their  loans  to  a  very  moderate  rate. 
And  this  I  have  no  doubt  would  be  done,  and  so  as 
to  effect  an  important  saving  in  the  item  of  inter- 
est, by  the  diminished  rate,  as  compared  with  that 
which  the  Government  now  pays  to  the  banks  and 
others  on  its  treasury  notes  and  public  debt. 

But  it  is  in  no  respect  with  any  special  view  to 
the  benefit  of  banks  that  this  plan  is  brought  for- 
ward; least  of  all,  to  bring  them  under  the  patronage 
or  the  pettings  of  the  Bxecutive.  If  incidental  ad- 
vantages accrue  to  them  in  any  proper  financial 
measure  of  this  Government,  I  am  not  one  to  make 
thai;  matter  of  difficulty  or  objection.  I  should  re- 
joice to  see  this  Government  and  the  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  country,  which  exist,  and  must 
exist,  brought  once  more  into  harmony,  after  the 
ruthless  war  that  has  been  waged  Ufmn  them;  hot 
I  do  not  want  to  see  them  brooght  again  ibto  a  cor- 
rupt subjection  to  the  Executive,  and  I  cannot  dis- 
cover any  such  dangerons  tendencies  in  the  plan 
here  proposed.  Unoer  this  plan,  the  Government 
will  make  proposals  for  a  business  arrangement 
with  the  banks  in  the  way  of  a  loan^  just  as  any 
other  customer  might  da  There  will  be  no  lacic 
ofaound  specie-paying  banks  to  offer  for  the  loan, 
and  the  Govemnient  will  be  forced  to  take  the 
ofiers  that  are  most  advantageous  to  the  Govern- 
ment In  all  this,  there  is  no  ehanee  for  any  such 
favoritism  or  corrupt  practice,  as  when  the  treas- 
ury, having  a  surplus  of  very  many  millions  of 
revenue  on  hand,  was  at  liberty  to  select  a  few 
fkvered  institmions,  without  limitation  or  restric- 
tion on  its  dioice,  as  the  recipients  of  its  high  boun- 
ty, in  the  shape  of  depoaites,  amounting  to  a  graiui^ 
toQs  loan  of  heavy  sums  of  money  from  the  public 
eoffiera. 

The  Government,  as  I  have  said,  is,  and  must 
fbr  sometime  continue  to  be,  a  debtor  for  borrowed 
money.  The  plan  now  proposed  does  not  contem- 
plate nay  increase  of  the  |Kibtic  debt — none,  certain- 
ly, of  any  consequence.  Fifteen  millions  is  named 
as  the  maximum  amount  to  be  borrowed  of  the 
banks.  Twelve  millions,  or  thereabouts,  will  be 
reqaired  wfthin  the  year,  to  pay  treasury  notes  ac- 
tually due;  and  no  more  is  allowed  by  the  bill  to 
be  borroired  than  may  be  found  indispensable  for 
this  purpose,  and  to  meet  any  actual  deficit  (cer- 
tainly, in  my  opinion,  not  likely  to  occur)  in  the 
treasury  in  the  recess  of  Congress.  The  President 
seems  to  think  there  is  danger  of  a  deficit  the 
Secretary  does  not,  and  the  Committee  of  ways 
and  Means  do  not.  This  bill  will,  at  any  rate, 
put  this  matter  so  beyond  tlie  reach  of  contingency, 
as  to  leave  no  apol(^,  on  this  score,  for  an  extra 
session  of  Congress.  This  will  be  one  point  gained, 
but  net  the  most  important 

The  stamped  currency  will  be  a  perfectly  safe 
as  well  as  a  convenient  medium  of  |Niyments  and 
receipts  at  the  treasury.  No  fhilure  of  the  banks 
can  affect  its  value  in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
If  sneh  an  event  occurs,  while  this  paper  or  any 
part  of  it  is  in  its  bands,  it  is  still  worth  its  amount 
m  gold  and  silver— eveiy  dollar  of  it;  for  it  will  pay 
debts  due  firom  the  Government,  as  well  as  so  much 
gold  and  silver.  All  this  kind  of  paper,  whether 
in  the  treasury  when  failures  occur,  (if  they  should 
occur  at  all,)  or  coming  in  aflerwards,  will  be  equal 
to  specie  for  the  uses  of  the  Government,  because 
it  will  be  immediately  turned  back  to  the  sources 
from  which  it  issued,  inpayment  of  the  public  debt 
in  those  quarters. 

There  IS  oixe  possible  hazard  to  which  the  trees- 
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take  to  saj.  That  it  will  answer,  however,  for 
the  uses  of  travel  between  difierent  and  distant 
States,  for  remittance;  and  thas  serve,  to  a  valua- 
ble extent,  for  exchange,  I  have  no  manner  of 
doubt.  A  New  York  or  Boston  bank  note,  re- 
ceivable at  the  ti^asury  for  paUic  daes  bv  virtae 
of  the  treasnrj  stamp  upon  it,  will  be  eqaal  to  gold 
and  silver  at  New  Orleans,  at  St.  Loais,  or  at 
Cincinnati;  and  the  like  notes  of  banks  issued  at 
either  of  these  latter  places  would  be  of  equal  value 
at  New  York  or  Boston.  These  notes  will  have 
the  essential  "odor  of  nationality,"  and  will  fairly 
answer  the  direct  uses  of  a  national  currency  from 
the  moment  of  their  issue. 

And  their  influence  on  the  local  currencies,  it 
seems  to  me,  cannot  fail  to  be  the  most  beneficial 
and  salutary.  When  the  local  institutions  now 
fail  to  furnish  a  sound  conveitible  local  currency, 
it  may  be  expected  that  they  will  return--at  least 
that  some  banks  amon^  them  will  do  so— to  sound 
practices  in  banking,  m  order  to  embrace  the  ad- 
vantages which  the  Qovemment  will  off*er  them,  by 
proposing  to  become  their  customer  for  a  portion 
of  their  loanable  capital,  and  to  help  them,  by  its 
name  and  credit,  to  the  benefits  of  a  healthy  cir- 
culation. Where  the  local  currencies  are  now 
sound,  but  the  circulation  is  restricted  and  straiten- 
ed by  the  prevalent  want  of  confidence  between  the 
banks  ana  the  community,  the  effects  of  the  new 
currency— enlargjDg  in' some  dbnree,  as  it  probably 
would,  the  volume  of  the  whole  circulating  me- 
dium— would  be  to  invigorate  and  quicken  thelan- 
gnldflow  of  that  which  already  exists.  It  would 
B  impossible  to  inHise  ten  or  twelve  millions  of 
good  convertible  national  currency,  of  equal  value 
everywhere,  and  commanding  equal  and  universal 
confidence,  into  the  mass  of  the  general  currency, 
without  producing  at  once  a  striking  and  marked 
effect  on  the  whole  material  of  the  circulation. 
Some  of  the  present  ftaper—the  most  worthless 
portions  of  it— would  oe  displaced*^  and  all  that  re- 
mained to  take  its  chance  alongside  of  the  new 
paper  must  be  improved.  It  must  put  on  a  charac- 
ter fit  to  appear  in  public  with  that  better  sort  of 
paper  whose  company  it  keeps. 

This  will  be  especially  true  of  the  unstamped 

£&per  of  those  banks,  a  portion  of  whose  issues 
ave  the  countersignature  of  the  treasury  upon 
them.  The  paper  of  such  b^nks  cannot  fail  to 
command  the  special  confidence  and  recrpect  of 
the  community.  The  community  will  see  that,  by 
the  very  terms  of  the  arrangement  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  these  banks,  the  strongest  motives  are 
brought  to  bear  upon  them  to  keep  themselves  in 
a  healthy  and  sound  condition.  If  tnejr  fail  for  one 
instant  to  redeem  any  of  their  issues  in  specie  on 
demand,  thejr  suffer  the  loss  of  interest  on  their 
loan:  their  stamped  paper  comes  back  upon  them — 
not  aepreciated,  but  at  par — which  they  are  obliged 
to  receive  in  payment  for  !k>  much  of  their  capital 
lent  to  the  Government;  they  lose  at  once  all  the 
advantages  of  their  position,  and  must  fall  back  out 
of  the  line  where  they  have  stood,  in  disgrace,  and 
probably  in  ruin.  These  banks  will  have  every 
inducement  to  follow  none  but  safe  practices,  to  try 
no  experiments,  to  indulge  in  no  expansions.  On 
this  point,  indeed,  all  banks  have  been  taught  a 
lesson,  by  their  recent  experience  and  sufferings, 
which  they  will  not  be  likely  to  forget  immediately. 
And  my  opinion  is,  most  decidedly,  that  from  this 
period  forward,  for  a  series  of  years,  with  the  aid 
onlv  of  a  sound  national  currency  to  begin  with, 
ana  the  proper  action  and  conduct  of  this  Govern- 
ment eenerally  on  the  subject,  we  may  expect, 
from  the  State  banks  in  every  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try, a  better  system  of  banking  and  a  sounder  con- 
dition of  the  currency  than  we  have  had  for  a 
very  long  period— certainly  since  the  war  of  Gen. 
Jackson  on  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  first 
commenced.  I  believe  that  the  simple  plan  which 
I  now  propose,  while  it  will  furnish  directly  an 
available  sort  of  paper  for  national  and  general 
uses,  will  be  the  means  also,  at  once,  of  improving 
the  local  currencies  all  over  the  country,  and  bring- 
ing them  up,  where  they  are  not  so  already,  to  an 
equal  and  uniform  value,  and  to  the  specie  stand- 
ard; and  I  believe  that  nothing  else  is  wanting 
to  revive  confidence  and  business  all  over  the 
land,  to  restore  public  prosperity,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  replenish  our  exhausted  treasury.  For,  let 
me  add,  I  am  not  oneof  those  who  think  that  the  tarifi 
has  roined'the  treasury;  I  think  the  tariff  a  good  one 
for  the  treasury,  as  well  as  for  other  interests;  and 
that  it  will  so  prove  itself  to  be,  the  moment  the 


country  returns  to  anything  like  fair  prosperity.  If, 
by  the  aid  of  this  bill,  or  otherwise,  tne  business  of 
the  country  shall  revive,  we  shall  have  twenty  mil- 
lions of  revenue  from  this  tariff  in  the  year  1844. 
1  venture  this  prediction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  one  topic  more  that  I  will 
touch,  and  then  hasten  to  a  conclusion.  It  seems 
tome  that  there  is  a  prevalent  and  mischievous  er- 
ror abroad  on  the  subject  of  the  exchanges  of  the 
country,  which  needs  to  be  corrected .  It  seems  to  be 
entertained  in  some  eminent  quarters,  which  makes 
it  all  the  more  dangerous,  if  it  be  error,  as  I  sup- 
pose it  to  be. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  deranged  exchanges 
are  a  fatal  obstacle  to  business  between  the  different 

Earts  and  sections  of  the  country.  The  question  is, 
ow  shall  equal  and  cheap  exchanges  be  supplied^ 
Can  it  be  done  by  means  of  a  national  bank,  or  a 
Government  exchequer,  authorized  and  required  to 
sell  cheap  exchanges?  No  doubt  of  it  in  the  world; 
but  is  such  an  institution  or  instrumentality  ne- 
cessary or  effective  for  this  purpose,  except  when 
the  local  currencies  are  derangedl  No,  no.  It  is 
the  deranged  condition  of  the  local  currencies, 
their  unequal  value  as  compared  with  specie,  which 
makes  the  exchanges  unequal  and  dear.  But  for 
this  cause,  exchange  from  any  one  commercial 
point  in  the  country  to  any  other  commercial  point, 
would  never,  except  under  very  peculiar  and 
temporary  circumstances,  command  a  price  be- 
yond the  ialr  cost  of  remitting  specie;  generally 
It  would  fall  far  below  that  price,  and  private  deal- 
ers, banks,  and  bankers  would  supply  it  in  abun- 
dance. Certainly,  I  am  of  opinion  tnat  a  bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  with  branches,  is  the  best  and 
most  convenient  institution  the  country  could  have 
to  supply  (he  commercial  community  with  ex- 
changes. It  could  probably  supply  them  more 
cheaply  than  they  could  possibly  be  supplied  in  any 
other  mode.  But  if  we  are  ever  to  have  again 
regulated  and  equal  local  currencies  in  the  coun- 
try, (as  I  trust  we  are,)  1  confess  I  do  not  perceive 
the  great  advantage,  in  respect  to  exchanges,  from 
setting  up  a  Government  bank,  called  an  exchequer, 
to  sell  exchange  to  the  community,  as  the  Execu- 
tive exchequer  proposes  to  do,  at  a  price  "not  ex- 
ceeding the  lair  cost  of  remitting  specie."  I  deny 
that  at  any  time,  even  with  the  local  currencies 
most  deranged,  the  exchange  of  specie  funds  be- 
tween commercial  places  in  this  country  has,  on 
the  whole,  exceedea  the  fair  cost  of  remitting  spe- 
cie. It  has  been  very  different  with  the  exchange 
of  funds  consisting  of  local  paper,  and  the  exchange 
of  such  paper  funds  for  specie.  If  A,  in  New 
York,  has  money  due  him  in  Mobile,  and  that 
money  has  been  collected  in  local  currency,  ot 
consists  of  local  paper,  which  is  tvAntf-five  per 
Cent,  below  the  par  of  specie,  he  or  his  agent  must 
pay  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  convert  this  money  into 
specie,  or  specie  funds,  before  he  can  exchange  it 
with  B,  in  Mobile,  for  his  (B's)  specie  funds  in 


cost  A  twenty-six  per  cent,  to  get  the  specie  value 
of  his  money  placed  in  New'  York.  In  all  this 
there  is  no  mystery,  and  there  should  be  no  mysti- 
fication. Once  make  the  local  c^irrencies  sound, 
and  give  us  at  the  same  time  a  national  currency 
of  equal  value  everywhere,  and  there  ^11  be  no 
difficulty  about  the  exchanges.  Why,  sir,  at  this 
moment,  without  any  national  currency,  but  with 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in 
the  various  quarters  of  the  Union,  the  exchanges 
at  New  York  are  down  to  the  most  moderate  rates — 
to  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  in  many  cases: 
scarcely  anywhere  exceeding  two  per  cent.,  except 
on  Mississippi,  where  the  Iwnkpaper  is  irredeem- 
able, and^at  a  heavy  discount  There  is,  of  course, 
little  demand  for  exchange  where  there  is  no  busi- 
ness. With  the  introduction  now  of  a  currency  of 
national  import  and  equal  value— which  1  believe 
the  measure  I  present  would  afford— supplying  the 
means  of  remitting  small,  or  comparatively  moder- 
ate sums,  furnishing  of  itself,  to  some  extent,  a 
sound  local  currency,  and  acting  favorably  on  the 
mass  of  the  local  currencies,  there  would  be  noth- 
ing to  apprehend,  and  nothing  to  want  in  regard  to 
the  exchanges.  They  would  be  cheap,  and  they 
would  be  abundant,  just  in  proportion  to  the  busi- 
ness operations  and  the  trade  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  demand  for  them;  and  I  believe  the  business 
and  trade  of  the  country,  and  its  common  prosper- 
ity, would  immediately  revive  under  the  operation 
01  this  measure.    Let  it  be  tried,  and  we  snail  see. 


It  is  at  least  innocuous— it  can  do  no  harm,  if  it 
should  do  no  good. 

I  have  already  said,  I  think,  that  I  regard  this,  at 
present,  as  a  provisional  measure.  The  very  found- 
ation on  which  the  plan  rests,  in  its  present  form, 
is  temporary — it  rests  on  a  loan  of  money  from  the 
banks.  Whenever  the  treasury  shall  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  pay  ofi  this  loan,  and  it  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  and  advisable  to  psy  it  ofi^  there  will  then 
be  nothing  left  for  the  measure,  as  a  currency  meas- 
ure, to  stand  upon.  Unless,  therefore,  the  practical 
working  of  the  plan  should  chance  to  exnibic  ad- 
vantsges  which  the  country  would  be  unwilling  to 
forego,  merely  to  avoid  the  triflmg  expense  at 
which  it  mi^ht  have  to  be  maintain^,  it  must,  in 
due  time,  give  place  to  some  wiser  and  more  per- 
manent measure.  Nor  need  the  country  nor  par- 
ties wait  even  for  such  an  event  for  its  displaee- 
ment.  Either  party,  or  any  party  in  power  m  ^ 
next  Congress,  or  under  the  next  Aaministration, 
may  bring  in  its  favorite  plan,  and  substitute  it  lor 
this.  If  those  who  shall  be  in  power  shall  prefer  a 
sub-treasury,  they  can  have  it;  if  a  national  bank, 
they  can  have  it;  if  an  exchequer,  they  can  have  it. 
One  thing,  at  least,  seems  certain— and  that  is,  that 
the  party  holding  the  majority  in  the  present  Con- 
gress must  act  now  on  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
or  not  at  all  for  mortf  than  two  years  to  come.  Oor 
term  of  office  and  our  power  are  just  ready  to  ex- 
pire; and  we  shall  be  succeeded  in  our  places  and 
m  our  authority  in  this  hall  by  men  of  very  different 
views  of  public  policy  from  our  own.  We  have  no 
right,  if  we  can  possibly  avoid  it,  to  leave  it  to  the 
so-called  Democratic  party — destructives,  as  .  we 
hold  them  to  be,  on  this,  as  on  some  other  topicsr— to 
legislate  for  this  great  country  in  regard  to  the  vi- 
tal question  of  the  currency.  At  least,  let  us,  be- 
fore we  separate,  adopt  a  measure — though  not  the 
best,  which  we  know  is  impossible — yet  one  which 
cannot  fail  to  set  the  country  forward  on  the  right 
track,  and  in  the  high  road  to  prosperitv,  so  that  the 
party  which  is  to  supplant  us  here  in  the  next  Con- 
gress, if  they  shall  then  venture  on  their  destructive 
measures,  thall  not  have  this  excuse  for  their  con- 
duct—that they  found  i^e  whole  field  of  operation 
waste  and  derelict,  andThat  they  were  bound  to  re- 
claim and  re-enter  upon  it  after  their  own  wonted 
manner.  We  have  now  an  opportunity  of  acting 
on  this  subject  in  a  way  which  cannot  fail  to  result 
in  some  benefit  to  the  country,  and  so  as  to  make 
our  opponents  pause  before  they  shall  lay  their 
hands  on  our  work  to  destroy  it  Perhaps  in  this 
way  they  may  be  wholly  deterred  from  their  de- 
structive policy.  Who  can  teltl  If  not,  we  shall 
have  done  our  duty.  But  how  can  we  justify  inac- 
tiou7  We  have  ourselves,  by  our  own  acts  of  re- 
peal, thrown  open  a  broad  highway  to  the  questton 
of  the  currency;  and  do  we  now  propose  to  with- 
draw ourselves  wholly  from  it,  and  leave  it  free 
and  unobstructed,  for  those  to  rush  in — almost  invi- 
ted by  ourselves  to  enter— whom  we  lately  struggled 
so  desperately  to  dispossess  and  expel  from  this 
very  positioni  Strange  conduct  this,  it  seems  to 
me;  and  such  as  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  stand 
upon  before  those  to  whom  we  must  render  up  our 
account. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  take  leave  of  the  snbyecL 
I  have  spoken,  some  may  think,  as  if  I  expeeled  to 
succeed.  No,  sir;  no.  I  have  only  spoken  as  if  the 
measure  1  present  deserved  to  succeed.  I  indulge 
in  no  vain  expectations  about  it.  I  understand  pei^ 
fecily  the  dimcnldes  it  has  to  encounter  in  this 
body;  and,  having  acquitted  myself  folly  of  my  duty 
in  regard  to  the  whole  subject,  I  leave  the  measnra 
to  its  fate. 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  GUSHING, 

OF  Massachusetts. 

In  the  Home  of  JRepreeentaivoeey  Feb,  28,  1843— 
On  the  Ashburton  treaty. 

Mr.  CUSHING,  in  addition  to  the  remarks  made 
by  him  on  the  28th  of  February,  in  support  of  the 
bill  for  carrying  into  efiect  the  Ashburton  treaty,  as 
reported  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  1st  of 
March,  intended  (if  time  had  permitted)  to  submit 
to  the  House  the  following  general  view  of  the  bill 
under  consideration: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs  found,  on  in- 
spection of  the  treaty,  that,  in  order  to  give  fall  el- 
feet  thereto,  legislation  by  Congress  was  necessary 
on  the  following  points,  viz: 

1.  The  organisation  and  compensation  of  a  com- 
mission to  run,  trace,  and  mark  certain  parts  (tf 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  Stales  and 
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th«  British  pcnsessions  in  North  America,  as  fixed 
•ad  prcscriwd  by  the  said  treat^. 

8.  ToBiake  appropriation  of,  and  pro^de  for 
drawing  from  the  treasury,  certain  sums  of  money 
reqalred  by  the  said  treaty  to  be  paid  to  the  States 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts. 

The  committee  were  also  of  opinion  that  it  was 
proper  to  insert  in  the  bill  a  provision  to  anthorize 
the  application  of  a  part  of  the  regular  naval  appro- 
priation to  the  preparation,  equipment,  and  main- 
tenance on  the  coast  of  Africa  of  a  sufficient  squad- 
ron, in  order  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade. 

This  treaty  having  been  duly  negotiated  under 
authority  of  the  Executive,  and  ratified  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  now  consti- 
tutes an  integral  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  in  the  express  terms  of  the  Constitution;  in 
consideration  of  which  the  committee  would,  with- 
out other  investigation  of  the  subject,  have  deemed 
it  their  dutv  to  present  to  the  House,  as  they  had 
done,  a  bill  covering  those  •  points  of  the  treaty 
which  call  for  action  on  the  part  of  Congress. 

Mr.  C.  desired  for  himselr,  as  this  question  had 
been  verv  voluminously  discussed  elsewhere,  to  lay 
before  the  House  only  a  brief  analysis  of  those 
particular  provisionsand  objects  of  the  treaty  which 
call  for  present  legislation,  and  of  the  reasons  of 
public  right  and  policy  on  which  such  of  it's  several 
stipulations  are  lounded. 

The  treaty  has  three  great  objects,  viz:  1.  To  set- 
tle and  define  the  boundaries  between  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  Slates  and  those  of  Great  Brit- 
ain in  North  America.  2.  For  the  final  suppres- 
sion of  the  African  slave-trade;  and,  3d.  For  the 
reciprocal  extradition  in  certain  cases  of  criminals 
fuffiiive  from  justice. 

I.  To  settle  and  define  boundaries. 

In  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris^n  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1783,  by  which  Great  Britain  recognises 
the  independence  and  the  existing  territorial  rights 
and  possessions  of  the  United  States,  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  posses- 
sions in  North  America  <m,  the  north  and  east  is 
described  in  the  words  following: 

"AiUcIe  2.  And  that  all  diaputea  wbkh  micht  ariaa  in  ftium, 
OD  tha  aQtjatt  of  tha  boundanaa  of  tba  aaid  Unltad  Scaiea,  may 
ba  prarantad,  it  ia  haraby  agraad  and  declared  that  the  following 
mra,  and  ahall  ba,  their  bonndariaa.  tis:  From  tba  north  weat  an- 

Sle  of  Note  Scoda,  vis:  that  angle  whlbh  ia  formed  by  a  Una 
rawndua  north  fromiha  aooreaof  tha  Saint  Croix  river  to 
the  highlanda  wblch  divide  ihoaa  rivarathat  empty  themaalvaa 
Into  the  St.  Lawrence  from  thoaa  which  fall  hito  the  Atfamtic 
ooaan,  to  tha  northwcaiammoat  haad  of  Connaelieut  river;  theoce 
down  aloof  the  middle  of  that  rlvar  to  tha  foity-fifth  degraa  of 
north  latitude;  fiom  thaoca,  by  a  Una  duo  weat  on  aaid  wituda, 
until  it  atrikaa  tba  river  Iroquoia  or  Cataraguy;  ilianca  along 
tha  middla  of  aaid  river  into  Lake  Onurlo,  throuf  h  tha  middle 
of  aaid  hike  nhui  it  atrikaa  tha  communication  by  water  ba- 
twaao  that  lakaaad Lake  Brie;  Uieoca along  thamkklle  of  aaid 
communication  into  Lake  iBrie,  through  tha  middla  of  aaid  lake, 
notil  it  arrivaa  at  the  water  oommunicatlon  between  that  lake 
and  Lake  Haron:  thence  along  tha  middle  of  aaid  water  com- 
maoicatlon  Into  Lake  Huron;  thaoca  through  tha  middla  of  aaid 
lake  to  tiM  water  cammunioulon  between  that  lake  and  Lake 
Boperior,  northward  to  the  lalea  Roval  and  Philippeanx,  to  the 
Long  Lake;  thence  throogh  the  ihiddie  of  the  aaio  Long  Lake, 
and  UM  waiar  communication  between  It  and  the  Lake  of  tha 
Woods,  to  thaaaid  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence  through  tha  aaid 
lake  to  the  moat  northwealem  point  thereof^  and  from  thence,  on 
a  doe- weat  course,  to  the  river  lUaiauppl,  until  it  shall  Inter- 
aaot  tba  nonhammoot  part  of  tba  thirty -first  degree  of  north  lat- 
itoda.  Bottth  by  a  line  to  ba  drawn  due  aaat  from  the  determlna- 
Uon  of  tha  line  last  mandoned,  In  tha  latitnda  of  ihlrty-ooa  de- 
graea  north  of  tha  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachi- 
cola  or  Catahouche;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  Its  Junc- 
tion with  tha  Flint  river;  thence  atraigbt  to  the  head  of  B«. 
Mary'a  river;  and  thanca  down  along  tha  middle  of  St.  Mary's 
river  to  tha  Atlantic  ocean.  East  by  a  line  to  ba  drawn  aloag 
tha  middle  of  the  river  flL  Croix,  from  its  mouth,  in  the  Bay  of 
Fnndy,  to  its  aourca;  and  from  ita  aource,  directly  north,  to  the 
aforaaald  bighlanda,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  Ml  Into  (he  At- 
lantic ocean  from  thoaa  which  fall  into  tha  river  0t.  Lawrence: 
cooiprahending  all  ialaoda  within  tweniv  leaguaa  of  any  part  of 
the  ahoraaof  the  United  iiatea,  and  lying  Mtween  llnea  to  be 
drawn  doe  eaat  from  tha  pointa  where  the  afoienid  boundaries 
hatwaan  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaat  Florida  on  the 
other,  ahall  raapacUvely  touch  tha  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean;  excepting  such  Islands  aa  now  are,  or  here- 
tolora  have  been,  within  the  limits  of  tha  said  province  of  Nova 
Scotia." 

Much  of  the  line  thus  described  running  through 
regions  of  country  the  geography  of  which  was 
very  imperfectly  known  at  that  time,  controrersies 
soon  sprang  up  between  the  two  Governments  as  to 
the  exact  locality  of  various  sections  of  the  de- 
scribed line;  which  controversies,  though  some  of 
them  were  adjusted  from  time  to  time,  yet  contin- 
ued to  exist  in  part  until  they  were  all  terminated 
by  the  negotiation  of  the  present  treaty. 

A  question  arose  in  the  beginning  as  to  what 
river  was  intended  by  the  name  St.  Croix,  const!- 
lating  tha-«Mnmencement  of  the  boandary  line  on 


the  Atlantic  coast— there  being  three  several  rivers 
which  were  known,  or  claimM  by  one  ot  the  other 
party,  to  have  been  intended  by  the  desiffuation  of 
St.  Croix.  This  controversy  was  settled  by  joint 
commissioners  appointed  under  the  5th  article  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  concltided  at  London  on  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, 1794,  who  fixed  upon  the  Schodiac  as  the 
true  St.  Croix  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  thus  veri- 
fied and  established  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  that 
river  to  its  source. 

A  question  arose  next  as  to  the  line  beginning  at 
the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  as  above  ascertained, 
and  from  thence  to  where  the  boundary  strikes  the 
river  Iroquois.  For  the  settlement  of  this,  a  con- 
vention was  concluded  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments in  1803,  referring  to  arbitration  this  amonpf 
other  parts  of  the  line,  which  received  the  unani- 
mous assent  of  the  Senate,  with  the  exception  of 
its  5th  article  relating  to  the  line  between  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  and  the  Mississippi;  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  convention  failed  to  go  into  operation; 
and  this,  with  other  questions,  remained  open,  to  be- 
come one  of  the  subjects  of  discussion  at  Ghent. 

By  the  treaty  concluded  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  of 
December,  1814,  provision  was  at  length  made  for 
the  adjustment  of  all  the  questions  of  M>undary  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  on  the  line,  beginning 
at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  and  from  thence  to 
the  most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods. 

This  line  was  divided  into  three  sections,  which 
were  respectively  referred  to  joint  commissioners 
to  adjust;  and,  if  they  could  not  agree,  then  the 
question  in  each  case  was  to  be  submitted  to  the 
arbitration  of  some  frieodly  Sovereign  or  State. 

1.  Provision  was  made,  under  the  5th  article,  for 
the  section  beginning  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix 
and  qsding  at  tne  river  Iroquois. 

2.  Provision  was  made,  under  the  6th  article,  for 
the  section  beginning  at  the  latter  point  and  ending 
at  the  water  communication  between  Lake  Huron 
and  Lake  Superior. 

3.  Provision  was  made,  under  the  7th  article,  for 
the  section  beginning  at  the  water  communication 
between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  and 
thence  to  the  western  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods. 

Meanwhile,  the  United  States  having,  by  the 
treaty  with  the  French  Republic  of  the  30th  of 
April,  1803,  acquired  possession  of  Louisiana,  it 
became  necessary  to  adjust  thelioundary  line  be- 
tween the  possessions  of  the  two  Governments  west 
of  the  Mississippi;  in  doing  which,  correction  was 
made  for  that  part  of  the  line  ofUie  treaty  of  Paris 
between  the  most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake 
of  the  WooA  and  the  river  Mississippi,  which  part 
'ofthe  line  had  been  ervoneonsly  described  in  thai 
treaty,  under  the  false  supposition  that,  if  drawn 
due  west  from  the  Lake  oi  the  Woods,  it  would 
strike  the  Mississippi.  These  lines  were  id^rt 
fixed  by  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  concluded  at  Lon- 
don on  the  20th  of  October,  1818,  which  provide 
that,  for  the  boimdary  from  the  most  northwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  or  the  Woods,  a  straight  line 
shall  be  drawn  to  intersect  at  right  angles  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  proceeding  thence  to  the 
Stony  Mountains;  the  adjustment  ofthe  respective 
rights  of  the  two  Gtovernmeuts  west  of  the  Stony 
Mountains  being  reserved  for  future  negotiations. 

Of  the  several  sections  of  boundary  intended  to 
be  arranged  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  by  commissioners  or  by  arbitration,  one  part 
only  was  in  fact  adjusted,  viz:  from  where  the 
forty-fifth  parallel  of  latituae  intersects  the  Iroquois 
to  tne  foot  of  the  Neebish  rapids,  between  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Superior.  Upon  the  other  parts 
of  the  boundary— that  is  to  say,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  long  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  to 
the  river  Iroquois,  constituting  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  States  of  Maioe,  mw  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, and  part  of  New  York;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  from  a  point  between  ^Ake  Huron  and 
Lake  Superior,  to  the  northwestern  extremity  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  constituting,  in  part,  the 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Michigan — the  commis- 
sioners did  not  agree. 

In  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  5th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  the  two  Governments, 
by  the  treaty  ofthe  29th  September,  1827,  submitted 
one  of  these  two  unadjusted  lines  to  the  arbitra 
tion  ofthe  King  ofthe  Netherlands;  whose  award, 
made  in  1831,  not  having  been  accepted  by  the 
United  States,  that  portion  of  the  boundary  has  con- 


tinned  to  be  in  litigation  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, perpetually  disturbing  their  harmony,  and 
subjecting  them  continually  to  the  imminent  dan- 
ger  of  war.  The  treaty  of  Washington  concludes 
ail  the  ouestions  of  boundary  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States,  which  arose  originally 
upon  the  terms  ofthe  treaty  of  Paris,  and  for  the 
adjustment  of  which  the  provisions  made  by  the 
treaty  of  Ghent  had,  as  yet,  remained  without  full 
effect. 

It  does  not  appear  that,  prior  to  the  late  negotia- 
tions,  any  discussion  occurred  between  the  two 
Gk>vemmenb  in  regard  to  the  unadjusted  North* 
eastern  boundary  line — that,  namely,  from  betweea 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  to  the  most  north* 
western  point  of  the  Lake  ofthe  Woods;  which, 
therefore,  the  less  requires  particular  notice,  it  be- 
ing sufficient  to  say  tnat  it  is  believed  to  have  been 
settled  in  a  manner  honorable  to  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  the  controverted  Northeastern 
boundary  line,  the  two  Honses  of  Congress  hav^ 
heretofore  expressed  their  unanimous  opinion  in 
conformity  with  the  convictions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  at  large,  and  in  which  t  fully 
concur  that,  according  to  the  true  construction  of 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  the  whole  of  ths 
disputed  territory  did  not  belong  to  the  United 
SUtes. 

At  the  same  time,  ;t  is  due  in  candor  to  both 
Governments,  to  consider  whether  the  position  of 
the  controversy  was  such  that  the  honor  of  th« 
United  States  requirec^md  their  interests  admiw 
ted,  a  resort  to  war  as  tif  only  means  of  terminSf* 
ting  the  controversy;  or  whether,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  might  not  be  terminated  nonorably  with« 
out  war,  and,  if  so,  upon  what  terms  and  condf* 
tions. 

In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  observed  that  th« 
successive  admissions  or  aets  ofthe  United  States, 
in  the  different  stages  of  the  controversy,  have 
been  such  as  to  discountenance  th^^  idea  of  war 
upon  the  mere  point  of  title,  unless  by  incidents 
occurring  in  the  controversy,  or  by  the  absence  of 
any  other  alternative  that  should  oe  rendered  ne* 
cessary  to  vindicate  the  honor  or  maintain  the  in- 
terest ofthe  United  States. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  whose  Presidency  the  treaty  of 
1803  for  the  settlement  of  this  question  was  nego- 
tiated, expresM^d  at  that  time  the  following  opinma 
upon  the  sutgject : 

"A  farther  kaowlcdgoor  the  ground  in  the  northeeateni  and 
northwerten  aaglea  or  the  United  Staiee  hae  evinced  that  the 
hoQodanee  eetnoHehed  by  the  treaty  of  Puie,  between  the 


Britlih  territoriee  and  o«n  in  thoee  pirtih  were  too  Imperfeccly 
doKiihed  to  be  eoeceptible  of  executhm.  It  hae,  tiierefNt^ 
been  thonght  worthy  or  attention,  for  preeerving  and  cheiirih 
ing  the  harmony  and  naeful  inlerconne  aobeiotuig  between  the 
two  nations^  to  renore,  by  timely  arrangementa,  what  anfii- 
▼orablo  faieidenta  night  otherwiee  render  a  ground  of  tntatm 
mieaodenttndfng.  A  cooTenikm  hae,  therefore*  been  entered 
Into,  which  providee  for  a  practicable  demarcation  of  ihom 
llmin  to  the  eettelkctioa  of  both  partiea." 

Mr.  Madison,  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  no( 
only  entertained  the  same  views,  but  also  on  that 
account  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  new  con*- 
ventional  Ihie,  as  follows : 

»In  fixing,"  eald  he,  « (he  point  at  which  the  line  ie  to  tar 
minata.  ana  which  la  referred  to  aa  the  northwest  angle  9 
Nof  a  Bootia.  the  difficnlty  aiieee  from  a  reference  of  the  ireWT 
of  1783  to  *the  bighlanda,'  which  it  Ie  now  found  have  no  defi- 
nite ezietence.  to  remove  thia  difficulty,  no  better  ezpedienC 
ocean  tliao  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  third  commis- 
aioner,  aa  in  article  6  of  the  treaty  of  1794;  and  to  autlioriae 
the  three  to  determine  on  a  point  to  be  aubetiiiiiMi  for  the  de> 
ecription  in  the  eecood  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  having  doe 
regard  to  the  genera)  idea  that  the  line  ought  to  terminate  on 
the  elevated  ground  dividing  the  riven  failing  io^  the  AilanUe 
from  thoee  emptying  themselvea  hiu>  the  St.  Lawrence  Tba 
commierionen  may  also  be  authorised  to  aubetitoie  for  the  de> 
ocriptioo  of  the  boundary  betwwn  the  point  eo  fixed  and  tba 
noithweatemmoet  head  of  tlie  Conneodcat  river,  namely,  a 
line  idong  the  eaid  higklande;*  eoch  a  reforeooe  to  iniermedi- 
ate  aourcee  of  rivere,  or  other  aecertained  or  aecertalnable 
pohite,  to  be  connected  by  etnigbt  linee,  aa  will  admit  of  ea^ 
and  aeconte  execution  bereafler,  ar>d  ae  will  beat  comport  with 
the  appanot  intentioo  of  the  treaty  of  1783^" 

Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams,  each  either  in  the 
Cabinet  or  in  'the  Presidencjs  sanctioned  an  ori- 
ginal act  of  arbitration  in  preference  to  war. 

(General  Jaclcson  was  in  favor  of  acceding  to  the 
award  of  the  King  of  the  Ketherlands;  and  after- 
wards  anthorizetf  a  proposition  of  construction, 
which  was  equivalent  to  a  new  conventional  line, 
and  also  a  proposition  of  mutual  arrangement  by 
equivalents. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  had  entered  into  negotiations 
with  Great  Britain  for  settling  the  question  by  re- 
currence to  a  second  arbitration,  which  negotia- 
tions were  {pending  when  the  present  Administra- 
tion came  into  power.  Upon  which  there  re- 
mained for  the  Government  of  the  United  F' 
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oDly  Ae  following  aUematire  courses  among  which 
to  chQpag,  namely: 

1.  War. 

9l  Absolute  inaction:  the  neglect  or  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  qoestion. 

3.  A  new  arbitration. 

4.  Negotiation  witii  a  view  to  the  conventional 
arrangement  of  the  question  by  mutual  concessions, 
and  by  means  of  equivalents,  saving  the  honor  ana 
interests  of  both  Governments. 

If  there  had  been  no  other  and  higher  consider- 
ation to  forbid  immediate  recourse  to  war  on  this 

.  ^uestioUi  it  would  have  been  precluded  by  the  ar- 
fival  in  the  United  States  of  a  soecial  minister, 
seitt  hither  by  Great  Britain  for  tne  express  pur- 
poee  of  endeavoring  to  arrange  the  question  in  an 
amicable  spirit;  and  the  same  fact  rendered  it  im- 

.possible  for  the  Government  to  abstain  from  or 

,  evade  action  upon  the  subject.  And  the  Govern- 
ment was,  of  course,  compelled  to  consider  and 
decide  whether  it  would  proceed  to  complete  the 
negotiation  for  a  second  arbitration,  as  hegun  fay 
Mr.  Van  Bnren;  or  whether  it  would  enter  into  a 
treaty  for  a  new  conventional  line  satisfactory  to 
both  Governments. 

In  deciding  which  of  these  two  courses  to  adopt, 
and  wnat  should  be  the  conditions  and  equivalents 
of  a  new  treaty,  it  became  necessary  to  consider 
Bol  only  the  general  interests  of  the  united  States. 
but  also  the  particular  in^rests  of  ihe  States  or 

.  Maine  and  Massachuseils;  since  it  was  the  terri- 

.  tory  of  one,  send  the  pnwerty  of  both,  which  con- 
stituted the  chief  subjec^%f  dispute.  And  accord- 
ingly, though  the  Constitution  confers  on  the  Union 

.alone  tlie  ezdusife  power  of  treaty,  yet,  recog- 
nising the  right  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  to  be 
heard  in  the  matter,  the  Federal  Government  in- 

.  cited  them  to  appoint  commissioners  respectively 
to  repair  to  this  city,  and  confer  with  the  aethor- 
itiee  of  this  Government  concerning  a  line  1^ 
agreement  ou)m|u-omise,  with  its  equivalents  and 
compeioatxoiir which  invitation  was  compUed  with 
by  those  States. 

The  oommiasicDers  of  those  two  States,  in  com- 
mon with  the  authorities  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment,  were  of  opinion  that  negotiation  for  a  new 
'  conventional  line  by  equivalents  was  preferable  to 
-a  second  arbitration*^not  only  because  of  the  de- 
iay  atteodiDff  the  liitter  course,  but  because  of  the 
probsbility  that  it  might,  in  its  resuh,  be  less  ad- 
TantageoQs  to  tha  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances  was  the  present  treaty 
concluded,  establishing  a  new  conventional  line, 
.with  the  assent  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  who, 
Ibrthe  cession  of  a  part  of  the  soil  of  Maine,  the 
'nroperty  of  both  Stales,  receive,  brides  the  great 
noon  of  peace,  compensations  and  equivalents  in 
money,  and  the  privilege  of  the  navigation  of  the 
ttver  Sl  John.  Anv  question  in  regard  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  those  two  States  is  of  course 
.  cSnclnded  by  their  previous  assent  to  the  treaty; 
Und  it  only  remains  to  consider  how  the  treaty  in 
this  part  of  it  affects  the  rights  of  other  States 
and  of  the  Union. 

In  rep^ard  to  the  individual  interests  of  the  other 
Stales  immediately  affected— namely.  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  and  New  York— there  is  no  room 
for  controversy;  since  the  •  treaty  adopts,  from 
amona  the  disputed  lines,  the  one  most  favorable 
for  New  Hampshire,  and  obtains  from  Great 
'Britain  the  relinquishment  of  a  considerable  tract 
of  territory  «long  the  frontier  of  Vermont  and 
New  Yorlc,  heretofore  supposed  to  belong  to  those 
8tates*„but  which  recent  examinations  had  shown  to 
beloiu;  of  riaht  to  Great  Britain;  in  which  cession 
is  included  the  all-important  acquisition  of  the  mil* 
itary  position  of  Rouse's  Point. 

As  a  qaestion  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
.United  States,  the  foregoing  considerations,  and  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  Senate,  who  were 
.the  constitutionaljudge^  on  that  point,  would  seem 
to  be  conclusive  of  the  subject. 

It  has  been  objected,  however,  that  the  treaty  in- 
volves concession  to  Great  Britain-^that  is  to  say, 
the  relinquishment  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
Maine,  and,  through  Maine,  to  the  United  States. 
But  no  amicable  arrangement,  it  is  obvious,  of  any 
long-controverted  question  of  mutual  rights,  can 
ever  be  concluded  bietween  two  powerfhl  and  proud 
jiations,  without  concessions  on  one  or  the  other 
side,  or  on  both  sides.  In  this  case,  there  has  been 
reciprocity  of  concession;  and  the  States  directly  in* 
terested  have,  by  their  commissioners,  declared  in 
effect  that  those  reciprocal  concessions  are  founded 
on  adequate  equivatents  and  cepapeMatlona.    Of 


course,^under  such  circumstances,  it  has  been  right- 
ly judged  by  the  Senate  that  the  concession  made 
on  our  side  does  not  prejudice  the  honor  of  the 
United  States. 

Specific  objecilons  have  been  made  to  the  particu- 
lar concessions  themselves,  more  especially  because 
of  the  reiinquishmeiit  to  Great  Britain  of  the  smaU 
tract  of  desert  land  at  the  head-waters  of  the  St. 
Francis,  which,  it  has  been  argued,  places  an  im- 
portant military  position  in  the  hands  of  Great 
Britain.  This  idea  is  distinctly  met  b^  the  com- 
missioners of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  their  report  to 
their  Government;  who  pronounce  that  this  narrow 
belt  oflsnd  is  of '^comi>aratively  little  value;"  and 
who  add:  *'To  Great  Britain,  nearly  its  whole  value 
will  consist  in  securing  to  her  a  broad  inhospitable 
wilderness  frontier.  Such  a  frontier  in  that  quar- 
ter is  not  undesirable  even  to  Maine.  Its  posses- 
sion to  Maine  would  be  of  little  value,  and  is  more 
a  matter  of  pride  than  interest."  And  there  is  the 
amplest  possible  evidence,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
best  informed  milturv  men,  that,  for  the  purposes 
of  military  position,  the  tract  in  question  is  wholly 
valueless  to  both  countries;  and,  by  interposing  a 
desert  barrier  between  them,  is  as  convenient  to 
one  as  to  the  other. 

Finally:  it  has  been  objected  that  the  treaty  leaves 
unadjusted  the  great  controversy  as  to  the  country 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  But  that  is  not  so 
much  a  question  of  boundary  as  it  is  of  vast  terri- 
orial  rights.  Nor  is  it  any  valid  cause  to  condemn 
a  treaty  which  settles  many  questions, that  it  leaves 
one  unsettled.  It  is  the  same  fact  which  has  re- 
peatedly occurred  before  in  our  negotiations  with 
England;  and  the  United  States  run  no  risk  of  loss, 
but  the  contrary,  so  far  as  regards  Oregon,  by  the 
attention  of  the  Federal  Government  wing  tmdi- 
videdly  fixed  on  that  important  region. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  when  it  is  seen  that,  by 
these  arrangements,  the  immense  interests  oKll  the 
Northern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Atlantic  sea  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  are  anu'ca- 
bly  settled;  that,  of  the  disputed  territory  in  Maine, 
the  largest  part  in  quantity,  and  far  the  largest  in 
value,  is  retained  by  us;  that  no  cession  is  made  to 
Great  Britain,  without  equivalent  concession  to  the 
United  States;  that,  among  the  latter  concessions,  are 
several  valuable  acquisitions  of  territory  made  by 
us  in  the  North  and  Northwest;  that  sundry  minor 
questions  of  border  ibterests  are  at  the  same  time 
satisfactorily  disposed  of;  that,  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  we  have  secured  to  ourselves  one  of  the 
most  important  position.^,  if  not  the  most  important, 
on  the  whole  frontier;  and  that,  in  fine,  firm  sta- 
bility is  now  given  to  the  peaceful  relations  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States;— it  must  be  considered 
and  admitted,  when  all  this  is  seen,  tfiat,  so  fiir  as 
regards  questions  of  boundary,  in  ratifying  the 
treaty,  the  Senate  have  judged  well  for  the  honor 
and  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

JL  Tne  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has,  from 
the  beginning,  manifested  an  earnest  and  persever- 
ing solicitude  to  put  an  end  to  the  African  slave- 
trade.  This  wisn  has  appeared,  in  the  first  place, 
in  all  our  legislation;  the  United  States  having  been 
the  earliest  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  pro- 
nounce its  formal  condemnation  by  penal  laws, 
among  which  is  the  great  and  decisive  act  in  which 
that  trade  was  stigmatized  with  the  brand  of  piracy. 
Our  Government  has,  in  the  second  place,  pursued 
the  same  policy  in  its  foreign  negotiations;  con- 
formably with  which,  on  concluding  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  we  entered  into  the  following  stipulation 
with  Great  Britain: 

Art.  10.  "WbereM  the  timffie  In  §\vrm  !•  irreconcllablo  with 
the  priDciplOT  of  hunianhj  tnd  JaKice;  and  whereas  both  hia 
W^MCf  and  the  United  Stataa  era  daairoua  of  eonti$ming  tktir 
tfforls  to  promote  ita  entire  abollUon,  it  u  hereby  acteed  that 
ooth  th€eontriUtingpartie»  akaU  uae  their  best  endeavora  to 
aeeompttahao  deairahU  an  object.*' 

Meanwhile  the  British  Government  took  up  the 
idea  of  arrangement  between  the  several  powers 
of  Christendom  for  the  reciprocal  concession  of 
the  right  of  search  on  the  high  seas,  as  the  means  of 
detecting  and  arresting  vessels  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade.  This  proposition,  when  first  made  by 
the  British  to  the  French  Government,  was  rejected; 
but  was  soon  afterwards  agreed  to  by  Spain  and  by 
Portogal,  so  far  as  regarded  vessels  found  north  of 
the  equator;  and,  at  length,  by  France  and  by  most 
others  of  the  principal  Governments  of  Europe. 
Negotiations  were  also  entered  into  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  ob- 
tain the  same  concession  from  us:  but,  although  at 
one  period  our  Qovenuncnt  was  oispoaed  in  a  lim- 


ited degree  to  grant  this,  yet,  owiag;  to  Uii  mU- 
founded  jealousy  entertained  in  the  Uftitfd'tetef 
on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  search  io  gv&ecal— 
abused  as  that  right  had  been  by  Gktat  BrMn, 
when  exercised  by  her  as  a  belligereni  right-Mhe 
contemplated  arrangement  on  the  sopjeet  did  imc 
go  into  operation;  and  the  policy  of  the  Debited 
States  has  at  lengih  settled  down  into  a  fiaed  fee- 
ing of  insuperable  objection  to  the  cxteBtion  oi  the 
right  of  search  by  treaty,  in  any  manner,  or  leafy 
foreign  State  whatever,  and  especially  toGMt 
Britain. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  eooM  not  fail  to 
remember  that  Great  Britain  had  reached  the  tet 
of  the  impressment  of  seamen  from  oa  boftrd  Aitner« 
ican  vessels  through  an  abuse  of  the  right 
The  British  Giovernment  claimed  and 
the  belligerent  right  to  enter  and  visit  our 
in  search  of  persons  in  the  service  of  an 
and  in  search  of  enemy's  goods  or  goods 
band  of  war;  and  the  pretext  of  the  Brilieh  Govera- 
ment,  as  set  forth  in  the  celebrated  deelamtien  of 
the  Prince  Regent  of  the  9th  of  January,  1813,  was, 
that  slthough  a  British  ofiicer  could  not  enteran 
American  vessel  for  the  express  punxji«  of  im- 
pressment, yet  that,  having  once  entered  the  vessel 
for  the  lawful  cause  of  search  for  cootrabailftirf 
war  or  enemy's  person  or  goods,  he  might  then 
proceed  to  examine  the  crew,  and  impresa  them  as 
British  seamen.  If  such  consequenoea,  onlaw^ 
in  themselves,  and  as  a  primary  cause  of  eaciy, 
could  be  founded  on  the  lawful  exercise  of  the 
right  of  search,  they  constituted  a  permanent  ob- 
stacle to  any  extension  of  the  right  of  search  be- 
yond what  already  existed  of  that  right  under  the 
general  law  of  nations.  However  desirable  it 
might  be  to  extinguish  the  African  slave-trade,  and 
to  prevent  the  American  fiag  from  l)eing  misused 
in  the  African  seas  to  cover  the  slave-traders  of 
other  nations,  Jt  was  still  more  important  to  pre- 
serve the  whole  commerce  of  the  United  States 
from  the  abuses  and  oppressions  to  which  it  noight 
be  subject  under  concesi$ions  of  any  right  of  search 
to  Great  Britain.  These  abuses  bad  already  in- 
volved the  two  nations  in  war;  and,  if  an  opening 
were  afforded  for  their  Renewal,  they  could  scarce- 
ly fail  to  terminate  once  again  in  the  same  disas- 
trous conclusion. 

Upon  which  Great  Britain,  while  steadily  pur- 
suing the  policy  of  negotiating  with  eaeh  of  the 
European  powers  treaties  of  reciprocal  search  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  superadcted  to 
this  the  enactment  of  an  act  of  Parliament  of  the 
24th  of  August^l839,  under  which  the  admiralty 
was  authorized  to  issue  orders  to  British  crulBers 
to  caj^tnre  all  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave-trade 
not  being  justly  entitled  to  claim  the  protection  or 
flag  of  any  state  or  nation,  and  providing  that  every 
such  vessel  should  be  subject  to  seizure,  detention, 
and  condemnation,  if,  in  the  equipment  of  such 
vessel,  there  should  be  found  any  one  of  certain 
enumerated  things,  described  in  the  act  of  Ihu'lia- 
mentas  constituting  cause  of^spicion,  or  prima 
fade  evidence  of  the  actual  employment  of  the 
,  vessel  in  the  transport  of  slaves,  xhe  Duke  of 
Wellington,  Lord  Lyndhurst,  and  other  diitia- 
guished  personages,  protested  against  the  passage  of 
this  law;  alleging  that  it  was  an  attemputo  inter- 
polate the  English  municipal  lew  into  the  law  of 
nations;  that  it  would  violate  the  rights  of  all  En- 
rope,  and  especially  those  of  Portugal  and  France; 
and  that,  above  all,  it  could  not  fail  to  embroil  Eng- 
land with  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Nevertheless,  the  act  was  immediately  put  in 
force  against  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and 
was  in  chief  pan  the  cause  of  the  late  oontrovcisy 
between  the  two  Governments  in  r^ard  to  tlie 
seizure  of  American  vessels  by  British  cruisers  on 
the  coast  of  Africa;  which  cOhtroversy  led  to  the 
followiuff  emphatic  announcement,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  determination  and 
policy  of  our  Government  on  this  subject: 

"However  daairoua  the  Uoitad  Siaiea  may  ba  for  Um  aap- 
preaaion  of  the  a1«Tc>tiade,  Utej  cannot  oooaeDt  to  iatarpate. 
uona  into  tba  maritime  code,  at  (he  nsere  will  and  pUaauia  of 
other  Goraromenia.  We  deoy  tlia  riglit  of  mij  each  tmiapoli 
tion  to  any  one  or  all  the  nationaof  the  earth,  withooi  o«r  eoD> 
aent.  We  claim  to  have  a  Tolce  to  all  ameodmeota  or  altera^ 
tiona  of  that  code;  and  when  we  are  giwen  lo  andarataod,  aa  h 
this  inatanca,  by  a  fbieifa  QoTamment,  that  ha  treaties  with 
other  naiiona  cannot  be  ezeeuled  without  iha  eatablidunaM 
and  enforcement  of  new  principlra  of  maritime  police,  to  be 
applied  wiihont  our  conaent,  we  muat  employ  a  lanffuafe 
neither  of  equiTocal  import,  nor  soaceptil^  of  m\aootmrat- 
tion.  American  citiaena,  praae^itina  a  lawful  eonmerce  is 
the  African  aeaa,  under  the  flag  of  thakcoantry,  are  not  re- 
aponaible  for  the  aboae  or  unlawful  uaa  of  thai  flag  by  othan; 
not  can  they  rigbtfulfy,  onaoooontof  anyauch  alisted  abuaM, 
be  imerraptad,  mMM,  or  dsMnad,  iHiilaen  ftaeiMB." 
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:ftt  tte  Mudttiine,  it^wu  dftdeuMte  and  tor4>ri- 

Af  tlart  tike  Avidrican  Hag  had  beea  fraadnlemly 

«MixdHBd  Sft many  insiaiiceft  to  eovier  the  cnterprtees 

'^SpuMk,  Porting  aese,  or  BraziUan  slave4raders. 

TVkat,  then,  did  it  t)eeoiiie  the  United  8cat»s  to  dot 

Wt  bad  Wuewcd  o«r  own  IndejteiDdeiioe  of  (Met 

Britain  in  this  matter;  we  had  maintained,  so  fkr 

ab  -ftjfaMad  «s,  ibe  liberty  of  the  sea;  we  had  re- 

ffetlM  ibe  pn[^{M)6it1on  of  a  i^ciproeal  right  of 

fdvreb;  w«  bad  re}ftet(^  for  ovntelTes  that  geneml 

teNee  of  the  oocan  which  Great  Britain  seemed 

itnoied  to  arrogire.    Having  done  thts,  it  re- 

aiamed  fi>r  tis  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  oar  flag, 

aiid'to  00e  to  the  execution  of  our  )aw8  on  the  coa^t 

•f  Africa,  by  nttibtaUiiag  a  police  of  oar  own  in 

tWa«  atfls.    And  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty  of 

tfbept  calted  apon  us  to  do  this,  in  concert  and  eo- 

epioratldn  with  Great  Britain. 

These  considerations  resulted  in  <he  adoption  of 
the  8th  and  dih  articles  of  the  present  treaty,  which 
proTlde  ibr  concerted  cmising  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, CO  the  tacit  exclusion  of  the  right  of  search, 
and  Ibr  irmoustrancc  with  those  powers  whit*h 
ati])  tolerate  the  African  slave-trade. 

The  arrangement  now  adopted  seems  to  be  the 
trne  and  only  solution  of  the  mixed  problem  of  dnty 
and  of  honor  involved  in  the  fact  that,  while,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  United  Stales  were  bound  by  treaty,  by 
domestic  policy,  an4  by  general  obligation ,  to  prevent 
the  prosecutibn  of  the  slave-trade  under  our  flag, 
We  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  felt  ourselves  compelled 
to  refuse  to  England  the  concessjon  of  the  recipro- 
cal right  of  search  on  the  ocean.  And  it  is  be- 
lieved that  not  only  is  the  arrangement  an  honor- 
able one,  so  fhr  as  concerns  the  character  of  the 
Untted  dtflces,  but  that  it  has  had  an  important  in- 
fla^nce  hi  arresting  the  progress  of  Great  Britain 
towards  the  interpolation  of  a  new  maritime  as- 
sumption of  hers  Into  the  law  of  nations,  through 
the  means  df  conventional  intercessions,  as  ^• 
tween  her  and  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 

Mr.  C.  would  abstain  from  discussing  at  length  the 
remalniiig  e^ect  of  the  treaty— namely,  the  extra- 
dition of  fngitive  crimiiml»— becauite  no  present 
legi^ation  is  requiste  in  relation  thereto:  as,  atdo, 
for  the  same  reason,  from  entering  at  large  into 
those  parts  of  the  oorrvspoadence  which  are  only 
eoUaleffal  to  the  treaty. 

II  is  the  well-understood  principle  of  (he  law  of 
nations,  that,  without  conventional  engagements  to 
that  eflfhct,  no  State  is  bound  to  deliver  up  to  any 
fbre %n  Government  strangers  seekine  refage  and 
iM^lam,  because  of  crimes  committed  elsewhere, 
Wiimev«r  be  the  nature  of  ihose  crimes.  Without 
thare  being  a  convention  on  the  subject,  each  State 
jcidges  for  Itself,  as  the  case  arisea,  whether  it  will 
or  will  ttot  deliver  up  a  fugitive  criminal  to  another 
State  requesting  the  same.  It  is  generally  reibsed 
m  ibe  case  of  political  ofibnces:  it  is  frequently 
granted,  either  under  treaty  or  aa  an  act  of  intema- 
tioHal  comity,  in  the  caae  of  heinous  muiicipal  of- 
fends against  private  property  or  person.  Buch  is 
Ibe  rule,  and  such  the  practice,  as  laid  down  in  the 
books  of  international  law.  The  principle  has 
baen  recognised  frequently  in  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  other  Governments; 
and  la  vaiy  amply  diacusaed  in  two  opinions  given 
t^  Mr.  Wirt,  aa  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States — ^first,  in  1817,  on  the  demand  for  the  aur- 
reader  of  William  Manning;'  and,  secondly,  on 
(hat  of  Daniel  Sullivan,  in  1831;  each  of  them  a 
fugitive  from  the  justice  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. 

in  the  absence  of  anv  conventional  arrangement ' 
on  this  point  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  each  Gk>vemmeni  is  subjected  to  much  in- 
convenience, by  reason  of  the  contiguity  of  a  por- 
tion of  their  territories,  as  well  as  by  their  identity 
of  race  and  language.  It  is  not  for  the  interest  of 
either  country  to  become  the  common  receptacle  of 
the  felons  of  the  other.  Hence  the  stipulation  in 
the  treaty  for  the  reciprocal  surrender  of  criminals 
fogitive  from  justice,  in  certain  specified  and  care- 
fully guarded  cases  of  municipal  felony — ^the  stipn- 
ulation,  nevertheless,  for  further  security,  it  it 
-  should  prove  liable  to  unforeseen  abuse,  being  ter- 
'  minable  at  the  will  of  either  Government. 

In  the  correspondence  accompanying  the  treaty, 
explanations  are  demanded  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, the  rights  of  the  United  States  defended, 
and  onr  future  policy  declared  and  expounded,  on 
three  great  questions,  which  have  at  different  times 
iaierrapted  tne  harmony  of  the  two  Governments, 
namely:  first,  the  interference  of  the  local  authori-  I 
IMIB  iha  m6Uk  eolaixfea  %ifthitev«8  xm  Vdard  | 


AmeriecD  eeasilng  vesselii,  ca^iAly  driven,  bv 
stress  of  weather  or  superior  force,  mto  thoee  eol- 
onies;  second,  tke  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Car- 
oline, at  Schlosser;  and,  third,  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen  by  officers  of  the  British  Gov- 
emment  on  the  high  seas-^reepecting  which,  Mr. 
C.  reftrred  to  the  documents  accompanying  the 
President's  mesaai^,  as  adding  to  the  other  consid- 
erations which  justified  the  passage  of  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House. 

«  _ 

Treaty  beticnen  Great  Britcin,  Austria^  ^ancf, 
Ptussiaf  and  Riissia^  for  the  suj^ession  of  ike 
African  slave-trade. 

In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  indivisible 
Trinity.  Their  Majesties,  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia, and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  being  de- 
sirous to  give  full  and  complete  effect  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  hare  already  been  recorded  In  the 
solemn  declarations  made  by  Austria,  Prussia,  and 
Russia,  in  common  with  other  European  powers, 
at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  on  the  8th  of  Feoroary, 
1615,  and  at  the  Congress  of  Verona,  on  the  S8ih 
of  November,  1833— declarations  by  which  the  said 
powers  announced  that  they  were  ready  to  concur 
m  everything  that  miabt  secare  and  accelerate  the 
complete  and  final  abolition  of  the  slave-trade;  and 
their  Majesties  having  been  Invited  by  her  Majesty 
the  Cloeen  of  the  United  Kingdom  ofGreat  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  by  bis  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
French,  to  conclude  a  treaty  for  the  more  effecttial 
suppression  of  the  traffic,  their  said  Majesties  have 
determined  to  negotiate  and  conclude  together  a 
treaty  for  the  final  abolition  oi  that  traffic.  And  to 
this  end  they  have  named  as  their  plenipotentiaries, 
that  is  to  say: 

Her  Majesty  the  CMieen  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  right  honorable 
George.  Ear)  of  Aberdeen,  Viscount  Gordon,  Vis- 
count Formartiae,  Lord  Haddo,  Methlick,  Tarvis, 
and  Kellie,  a  Peer  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  mem- 
ber of  her  Majesty'e  most  honorable  Privy  Coun- 
cil, Knight  of  the  moet  ancient  and  most  noble 
order  of  the  Tbiade,  and  her  Majesty's  Principal 
Seaetary  of  State  for  Fioreign  Afiairs; 

His  Majesty  the  Eoqiafor  of  Austria,  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  SieurAiigustus,  Baron 
de  Mller,  Knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Ferdinand 
and  of  Merit  orSicilv,  Councillor  of  Embassy,  his 
Charge  d'Afiaires  ana  Plenipotentiary  in  London; 

His  Maiesty  the  King  of  the  French,  the  Sieur 
Louis  de  Beanpoil,  Count. of  St.  Aulaire,  a  Peer 
of  France,  Grand  Officer  of  the  royal  order  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor,  Grand  Cross  of  the  order  of  Le- 
opold of  Belgium,  one  of  the  Forty  of  the  French 
Academy,  tals  Ambassador  Extraordinary  to  her 
Britannic  Majesty; 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  Sieur  Alex- 
ander Gustavus  Adolphus,  Baron  de  Schleinitz, 
Knight  of  the  royal  oruer  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 
his  Chamberlain,  Councillor  of  Legation,  ChargS 
d* Affaires  and  Plenipotentiary  in  London; 

And  his  Maiesty,  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias, 
the  Sieur  Philip,  Baron  de  Branow,  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  the  White  Eagle,  of  St.  Anne  o~f  the  first 
class,  of  St.  Stanislaus  pi  the  first  class,  of  St.  Waldi- 
mirof  the  third.  Commander  of  the  order  of  St. 
Stephen  of  Hungary,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the 
Red  Eagle,  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  his  Privy 
Counsellor,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  tier  Britannic  Majesty: 
'  Who,  after  having  communicated  to  each  other 
their  full  powers,  found  to  be  in  good  and  due 
form,  have  agreeiid  upon  and  signed  the  following 
articles: 

Article  1.  Their  Majesties,  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  King  of 
Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  engage 
to  prohibit  all  trade  in  slaves,  either  Iw  their  respec- 
tive subjects,  or  under  iheir  respective  flags,  or  by 
means  of  capital  belonging  to  their  respective  snl>- 
jects,  and  to  declare  such  traffic  piracy.  Their 
Majesties  further  declare  that  any  vessel  which 
may  attempt  to  carry  on  the  slave-trade  shall,  by 
that  Act  alone,  lose  all  right  to  the  protection  of 
their  flag. 

Article  fl.  In  order  more  completely  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  the  present  treaty,  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  agree,  liy  common  consent,  that 
those  of  their  ships  of  war  which  shall  be  provided 
with  special  warrants  and  orders,  prepareo  accord- 
ing to  the  forms  of  the  annex  A  of  the  present 
treaty,  may  search  every  merchant  vessel  oelong- 
iog  to  any  one  of  the  high  contracting  partiea 
^hidi^l^iOiirMscttaMe  gimuid8,b0so^Micaed<tf 


lieing  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  slaves,  or  of  having 
been  fict^  out  for  that  purpose,  or  or  having  been 
engaged  in  the  traffic  during  the  voyage  in  which 
she  shall  have  been  met  with  by  the  said  cruisers; 
and  that  such  cruisers  may  detain,  and  send  or  carry 
away  such  vessels,  in  order  that  they  may  bie 
brought  to  trial  in  the  manner  hereafter  agreed 
upon. 

Nevertheless,  the  abovementioned  right  of  search- 
ing the  merchant  vessels  of  anv  one  or  other  of  the 
hijg^h  contracting  parties,  shall  be  exercised  only  by 
ships  of  war  whose  commanders  shall  have  the 
rank  of  captain,  or  that  of  lieutenant  in  the  royal 
or  imperial  navy,  unless  the  command  .shall,  by 
reason  of  death  or  otherwise,  have  devolved  upon 
an  officer  of  Inferior  rank.  The  commanders  of 
such  ships  of  war  shall  be  furnished  with  war- 
rants according  to  the  form  annexed  to  the  present 
treaty,  under  letter  A. 

The  Kaid  mutual  right  of  search  shall  not  be  ex- 
ercised within  the  Mediterranean  sea.  Moreover, 
the  space  within  which  the  exercise  of  the  said 
right  shall  be  confioed,  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  32d  parallel  oi'^  north  latitude;  on  the 
west  by  the  eastern  coast  of  America,  from  the 
poiht  where  the32d  parallel  of  north  latitude  strikes 
that  coast,  down  to  the  45th  parallel  of  south  lati- 
tude; on  the  south  by  the  45ih  parallel  of  south  lati- 
tude, from  the  point  where  that  parallel  strikes 
the  eastern  coast  of  America,  to  the  80th  degree  of 
longitude  east  from  t^^peridian  of  Greenwich; 
and  on  the  east  by  th^Hme  degree  of  loneitude, 
from  the  point  where  ITis  intersected  by  the  46th 
parallel  orsouih  latitude,  up  to  the  coast  of  India. 

Art.  3.  Each  of  the  high  contracting  parlies 
which  may  choose  to  employ  cruisers  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade,  and  to  exercise  the  mu- 
tual right  of  search,  reserves  (o  itself  to  fix,  accord- 
ing to  its  own  convenience,  the  number  of  the 
»hips  of  war  which  shall  be.  employed  on  the  ser- 
vice stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  present 
treaty,  as  well  as  the  stations  on  which  the  said 
ships  shall  cruise. 

The  pames  of  the  ships  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  those  of  their  commanders,  shall  be  com- 
municated by  each  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
to  the  others;  and  they  shall  reciprocally  apprize 
each  othef  every  time  that  a  cruiser  shall  be  placed 
on  a  station,  or  shall  be  recalled  from  thence,  in 
order  that  tne  necessary  warrants  may  be  delivered 
by  the  Governments  authorizing  the  search,  and  re- 
turned to  those  Governments  Sy  the  Government 
which  has  received  them,  when  those  warrants 
shall  no  longer  be  necessary  for  the  execution  of 
the  present  treatv. 

Art.  4.  Immediately  aAer  the  Government  which  . 
employs  the  cruisers  shall  have  notified  to  the  Gov- 
ernment which  is  to  authorize  the  search,  the  num- 
ber and  the  names  of  the  cruisers  which  it  intends 
to  employ,  the  warrants  authorizing  the  search 
shall  be  made  otit  according  to  the  form  annexed  to 
the  present  treaty,  under  the  letter  A,  and  shall  be 
delivered  by  the  Gk>vemment  which  authorizes  the 
search  to  the  Government  which  employs  the 
cruiser. 

In  no  case  shall  the  mutual  right  of  search  be 
exercised  upon  the  ships  of  war  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties. 

The  high  contracting  parties  shall  agree  upon  a 
particular  signal,  to  be  used  exclusively  by  those 
cruisers  which  shall  be  invested  with  the  right  of 
search. 

Art.  5.  The  cruisers  of  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties authorized  to  exercise  the  right  of  search  and 
detention  in  execution  of  the  present  treaty,  shall 
conform  themselves  strictly  to  the  instructions  an- 
nexed to  the  said  treaty  under  letter  B,  in  all  that 
relates  to  the  formalities  of  the  search  and  of  the 
detention,  as  well  as  to  the  measures  to  be  taken, 
in  order  that  the  vessel  suspected  of  having  been 
employed  in  the  traffic  may  be  delivered  over  to 
the  competent  tribimalst. 

The  high  contracting  parties  reserve  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  making  in  these  instruetiona,  by 
common  consent,  such  alterations  as  circumstances 
may  render  necessary. 

The  cruisers  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
shall  mutually  aflbrd  to  each  other  assistance  in 
all  cases  when  it  may  be  useful  that  they  should  act 
in  concert. 

Art.  6.  Whenever  a  merchant  vessel,  sailing  un- 
der the  flag  of  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties, 
shall  have  been  detained  by  a  cru  liter  of  the  other, 
duly  authorized  to  that  efibct  conformably  to  the 
proviaiona  of  the  praeent  treaty,  auch  mercb^'" 


218 


APPBNDa  TO  TH£  CONGRESSIONAL  OLOBB. 


ItWH*  19%9* 


27th  Covo-***Sd  Sksb. 


The  British  TreiUy—JUr.  Gushing. 


H.of  Reps. 


Y«88el,  as  well  as  the  master,  the  crew,  the  cargo, 
and  slaves  who  may  be  on  board,  shall  be  brought 
into  sach  place  as  the  high  contraciing  parlies  shall 
have  respectively  designated  for  that  purpose;  and 
they  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  authorities  ap- 
pointed with  that  view  by  the  Government  within 
whose  possessions  sach  place  is  situated,  in  order 
that  proceedings  may  be  bad  with  respect  to  them 
before  the  competent  tribunals,  in  the  manner 
hereafter  specified. 

When  the  commander  of  the  cruiser  shall  not 
see  fit  to  undertake  himself  the  bringing  in  and  the 
delivering  up  of  ibe  detained  vessel,  he  shall  intrust 
that  duty  to  an  officer  ot  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in 
the  royal  or  imperial  navy,  or,  at  least,  to  the  of- 
ficer who  shall  at  the  time  be  the  third  in  authori- 
ty onboard  the  detaining  ship. 

Art.  7.  If  the  commander  of  a  cruiser  of  one  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  should  have  reason  to 
suspect  that  a  merchant  vessel  sailing  under  the 
convoy  of,  or  in  company  with,  a  ship  of  war  ot 
one  01  the  other  contracting  parties,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  slave-trade,  or  has  been  fitted  oat 
for  that  trade,  he  shall  make  known  his  suspicions 
to  the  commander  of  the  ship-of-war,  who  shall 
proceed  alone  to  search  the  suspected  vessel;  and, 
in  case  the  last  mentioned  commander  should  as- 
certain that  the  suspicion  is  well  founded,  he 
shall  cause  the  vessel,  as  well  as  the  roiBster,  the 
crew,  the  cargo,  and  the  slaves  who  may  be  on 
board,  to  be  taken  into  aport belonging  (o  th'enateon 
of  the  detained  vescl,  ^Me  there  proceeded  against 
before  the  competent  t^Rmals  in  the  manner  here- 
after directed. 


Art.  8.  As  soon  as  a  merchant  vessel,  detained 
and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  shall  arrive  at  the 
port  to  which  she  is  to  be  carried,  in  conformity 
with  annexed  B  to  the  present  treaty,  the  com- 
mander of  the  cruiser  which  shall  have  detained 
her,  or  the  officer  appointed  to  bring  her  in,  shall 
deliver  to  the  authorities  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, a  copy,  signed  by  himself,  of  all  the  lists,  dec- 
larations, and  other  documents  specified  in  the  in- 
structions annexed  to  the  present  treaty  under  let- 
ter B;  and.  the  said  authorities  shall  prdtreed,  in 
conseauence,  to  the  search  of  the  detained  vessel 
and  ot  her  cargo,  as  also  to  an  inspection  of  her 
crew,  and  of  the  slaves  who  may  be  on  board,  af- 
ter having  previously  given  notice  of  the  time  of 
such  search  and  inspection  to  the  commander  of 
the  cruiser,  or  to  the  ofiicer  who  shall  have  brought 
in  the  vessel,  in  order  that  he,  or  some  person 
whom  he  may  appoint  to  represent  him,  may  be 
present  thereat. 

A  minute  of  these  proceedings  shall  be  drawn 
up  in  duplicate,  which  shall  be  signed  by  the  per- 
sons who  shall  have  taken  part  in,  and  who  snail 
have  been  present  at,  the  same;  and  one  of  these 
documents  shall  be  delivered  to  the  commander  of 
the  cruiser,  or  to  the  ofiicer  appointed  by  him  to 
bring  in  the  detained  vessel. 

Art.  9.  Every  merchant  ve^el  of  any  one  or 
other  of  the  five  nations  which  shall  be  searched 
and  detained  jn  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the 
present  treaty,  shall,  unless  proof  be  given  to  the 
contrary,  be  deemed  to  have  been  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade,  or  to  have  been  fitted  out  for  that  traf- 
fic, if  in  the  fitting,  the  equipment,  or  on  board  the 
said  vessel  during  the  voyage  in  wnich  she  was  de- 
tained, there  shall  be  found  to  have  been  one  of  the 
articles  hereafter  specified,  that  is  to  say: 

First.  Hatches  with  open  gratings,  instead  oi 
the  close  hatches  which  are  usual  in  merchant  ves- 
sels. 

Secondly.  Divisions  or  bulkheads,  in  the  hold  or 
on  deck,  more  numerous  than  are  necessary  for 
vessels  engaged  in  lawful  trade. 

Thirdly.  Spare  plank  fitted  for  being  laid  down 
as  a  second  or  slave  deck. 

Fowrikhf,  Shackles,  bolts,  or  handcufi^. 

Fifthly.  A  larger  quantity  of  water,  in  casks  or 
in  tanks,  than  is  requisite  for  the  consumption  of 
the  crew  of  the  vessel  as  a  merchant  vessel. 

SisM/y.  An  extraordinary  number  of  water-cask.«, 
or  other  vessels  for  holding  liquid,  unless  the  mas- 
ter shall  produce  a  certificate  from  the  custom- 
hoase,  at  the  place  from  which  he  cleared  out- 
wards, stating  ttiat  a  sufficient  security  had  been 
given  by  the  owners  .of  such  vessel  that  such  extra 
quantity  of  casks  or  of  other  vessels  should  only  be 
used  for  the  reception  of  oil,  or  for  other  purposes 
of  lawful  commerce. 

Seoenthly.  A  greater  quantity  of  mess  tubs  or 
kids  than  are  reauisite  for  the  use  of  the  crew  of  the 
vewel  as  a  merchant  veaseL 


Eigkihly.  A  boiler  or  other  cooking  apparatus  of 
an  unusual  size,  and  larger,  or  capable  of  being 
made  larger,  than  requisite  for  the  use  of  the  crew 
of  such  merchant  vessel;  or  more  than  one  boiler 
or  other  cooking  apparatus  of  the  ordinary  size. 

Ninthly.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of  kier,  of 
the  flour  of  Brazil  manioc,  or  cassada,  commonly 
called  farina,  or  of  maize,  or  of  Indian  corn,  or  of 
anv  other  article  pi  food  whatever  beyond  the  prob- 
able wants  of  the  crew;  unless  such  quantity  of  kier, 
farina,  maize,  Indian  corn,  or  any  other  article  of 
food,  should  be  entered  on  the  manifest  as  forming 
part  of  the  trading  cargo  of  the  vessel. 

Tenlhly.  A  quantity  of  mats  or  matting  greater 
than  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  such  merchant  ves- 
sel, unless  such  mats  or  matting  be  on  the  manifest 
as  forming  part  of  the  cargo. 

If  it  is  established  that  one  or  more  of  the  said 
articles  above  specified  are  on  board,  or  have  been 
on  board  during  the  voyage  in  which  the  vessel 
was  captured,  that  fact  shall  be  considered  as 
prima  Jacie  evidence  that  the  vessel  was  employed 
in  the  traffic,  she  shall,  in  consequence,  becondemn- 
ed,and  declared  lawful  prize,  unless  the  master  or 
the  owners  shall  furnish  clear  and  iocontroverti- 
ble  evidence,  proving  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  tri- 
bunal that,  at  the  time  of  her  detention  or  capture, 
the  vessel  was  employed  in  a  lawful  undertaking; 
and  that  such  of  the  different  articles  above  speci- 
fied as  were  found  on  board  at  the  time  of  deten- 
tion, or  which  might  have  been  embarked  daring 
the  voyage  on  which  she  was  engaged  when  she 
was  captured,  were  indispensable  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  lawful  object  of  her  voyage. 

Art.  10.  Proceedings  shall  be  immediately  taken 
against  the  vessel  detained  as  above  stated,  her 
master,  her  crew,  and  her  cargo,  before  the  com- 
petent tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  she  belongs; 
and  they  shall  be  tried  and  adjudged  according  to 
the  established  forms  and  laws  in  force  in  that 
country;  and  if  it  results  from  the  proceedings  that 
the  said  vessel  was  employed  in  the  slave-trade,  or 
fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  the  vessel,  her  fittings,  and 
her  cargo  of  merchandise  shall  be  confiscated;  and 
the  master,  the  crew,  and  their  accomplices  shall 
be  dealt  with  conformably  to  the  laws  by  which 
they  shall  have  been  tried. 

In  case  of  confiscation,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  aforesaid  vessel  shall,  within  the  space  of 
six  months,  reckoning  from  the  date  of  the  sale,  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Qovemment  of  the 
country  to  which  the  ship  which  made  the  capture 
belongs,  in  order  to  be  employed  in  conformity  with 
the  laws  of  that  country. 

Art.  11.  If  any  one  of  the  articl^  specified  in 
article  9  of  the  present  treaty  is  found  on  board  a 
merchant  vessel,  or  if  it  is  proved  to  have  been  on 
board  of  her  during  the  voyage  in  which  she  was 
captured,  no  compensation  for  losses,  damages,  or 
expenses  consequent  upon  the  detention  oi  such 
vessel  shall  in  any  case  be  granted,  either  to  the 
master  or  to  the  owner,  or  to  any  other  person  in- 
terested in  the  equipment  or  in  the  ladmg,  even 
though  a  sentence  of  condemnation  should  not 
have  been  pronounced  against  the  vessel,  as  a  con- 
sequence other  detention. 

Art.  13.  In  all  cases  in  which  a  vessel  shall  have 
been  detained  in  conformity  with  the  present  treaty, 
as  having  been  employed  in  the  slave-trade,  or 
fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  and  shall  in  consequence 
have  been  tried  and  confiscated,  the  Government  of 
the  cruiser  which  shall  have  made  the  capture,  or 
the  Government  whose  tribunal  shall  have  con- 
demned the  vessel  for  the  service  of  its  royal  navy, 
at  the  price  fixed  by  a  competent  person  selected 
for  that  purpose  by  the  said  tribunal,  the  Govern- 
ment whose  cruiser  shall  have  made  the  capture 
shall  have  a  right  of  preference  in  the  purchase  of 
the  vessel.  But  if  the  condemned  vessel  should  not 
be  purchased  in  the  manner  above  pointed  out,  she 
shall  be  wholly  broken  up  immediately  after  the 
sentence  of  confiscation,  and  sold  in  separate  por- 
tions after  having  been  broken  up. 

Art.  13.  When,  by  the  sentence  of  the  competent 
tribunal,  it  shall  have  been  ascertained  that  a  mer- 
chant vessel  detained  in  virtue  of  the  present  treaty 
was  not  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  and  was  not 
fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  she  shall  be  retsored  to  the 
lawful  owner  or  owners.  And  if,  in  the  course  of 
the  proceedings,  it  should  have  been  proved  that 
the  vessel  was  searched  and  detained  illegally,  or 
without  sufficient  cause  of  sn^icion,  or  that  search 
or  detention  were  attended  with  abuse  or  vexation, 
I  the  commander  of  the  cniiaer,  oir  the  ofiker  who 


shall  have  boarded  the  said  vessel,  or  the  oOeer 
who  shall  have  been  intrusted  with  bringing  her 
in,  and  under  whose  authority,  aceording  to  tte 
nature  of  the  case,  the  abuse  or  vexation  shall  have 
occurred,  shall  be  liable  in  costs  and  damagts  to 
the  master  and  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  of  the 
cargo. 

These  costs  and  damages  may  be  awarded  by  the 
tribunal  before  which  the  proceedings  againtt  the 
detained  vessel,  her  master,  crew,  and  4».rgo,  shall 
have  been  instituted;  and  the  Govemmeni  of  the 
country  to  which  the  officer  who  shall  have  given 
occasion  for  such  award  shall  belong,  shall  pay  the 
amount  of  said  costs  and  damages  within  the  period 
of  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  sentence,  when 
the  sentence  shall  have  been  pronounced  by  a 
tribunal  sitting  in  Europe;  and  within  the  period 
of  one  year,  wiien  the  trial  shall  have  taken  place 
out  of  Europe. 

An.  14.  When,  in  the  search  or  detention  of  a 
merchant,  vessel,  efifected  in  virtue  of  the  present 
treaty,  any  abuse  or  vexation  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  when  the  vessel  shall  not  have  been 
delivered  over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  her  own  na- 
tion, the  master  shall  make  a  declaration,  upon 
oath,  of  the  abuses  or  vexations  of  which  he  shall 
have  to  complain,  as  well  as  of  the  costs  and  dam- 
ages to  which  he  shall  lay  claim;  and  such  dec- 
laration shall  be  made  by  him  before  the  competent 
authorities  of  the  first  port  of  his  own  country  at 
which  he  shall  arrive,  or  before  the  consular  agent 
of  his  own  nation  at  a  foreign  port,  if  the  vessel 
shall  in  the  first  'instance  touch  at  a  foreign  port 
where  there  is  such  an  agent. 

This  declaration  shall  be  verified  by  means  of  an 
examination,  upon  oath,  of  the  principal  persons 
amongst  the  crew  or  the  passengers  who  shall  have 
wimessed  the  search  or  detention;  and  a  formal 
statement  of  the  whole  shall  be  drawn  up,  two 
copies  whereof  shall'  be  delivered  to  the  master, 
who  shall  forward  one  of  them  to  his  Government, 
in  support  of  his  claim  for  costs  and  damages. 

It  IS  understood  that,  if  any  circumstances  be- 
yond control  shall  prevent  the  master  from  making 
his  declaration,  it  may  be  made  by  the  owner  <h 
the  vessel,  or  by  any  other  person  interested  in  the 
equipment  or  in  the  lading  of  the  vesseL 

On  a  copy  of  the  formal  statement  above  men« 
tioned  being  qfficially  transmitted  to  it,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  .country  to  vhich  the  officer  to 
whom  the  abuses  or  vexations  shall  be  impaled, 
shall  forthwith  institute  an  inquiry;  and  if  tie  va- 
lidity of  the  complaint  shall. be  ascertained,  that 
Government  shall  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  master 
or  the  owner,  or  to  any  other  person  interested  k 
the  equipment  or  lading  of  the  molested  vesael,  the 
amount  of  costs  and  damages  which  shall  be  due 
to  him. 

Art.  15.  The  high  contracting  parties  engage 
reciprocally  to  communicate  to  each  other,  whea 
asked  to  do  so,  and  without  expense,  copies  of  the 
proceedings  instituted,  and  of  the  judgments  given, 
relative  to  vessels  searched  or  detained  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  this  treaty. 

Art.  16.  The  high  contracting  parties  agree  to 
insure  the  immediate  freedom  of  all  the  slaves  who 
shall  be  found  on  board  vessels  detained  and  con- 
demned in  virtue  of  the  stipulations  of  the  present 
treaty. 

Art.  17.  The  high  contracting  parties  agree  to 
invite  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  whidi  have 
not  yet  concluded  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade  to  accede  to  the  present  treaty. 

Art.  18.  The  acts  or  instruments  annexed  to  the 
present  treaty,  and  which  it  is  mutually  agreed  to 
consider  as  forming  an  integral  part  thereof,  are 
the  following: 

A.  Forms  of  warrants  of  authorization,  and  of 
orders  for  the  guidance  of  the  cruisers  of  each  na- 
tion, in  the  searches  and  detentions  to  be  made  in 
virtue  of  the  present  treaty. 

B.  Instructions  for  the  cruisers  of  the  naval 
forces  employed  in  virtue  of  the  present  treaty  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

Art.  19.  The  present  treaty,  consisting  of  nine- 
teen articles,  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
thereof  shall  be  exchanged  at  London  at  the  ex- 
piration of  two  months  from  this  date,  or  sooner  if 
possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentia- 
ries have  signed  the  present  treaty,  in  En^ish  and 
French,  and  have  thereimto  afiixed  the  seal  and 
their  arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  twentieth  day  of  Deeaaater, 


Feb.  184S. 
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in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thowand  eight  ban- 
dred  and  fofty  one. 

*    ABERDEEN, 
KOLLER, 
8TE.  AULAIRE, 
8CHLEIN1TZ, 
•    BRUNOW, 

ANNEX  A, 

7>  tke  treaty  behoeen  Great  Britain^  Austria, 
France^  Prussia,  and  Russia,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African  dave-trade,  signed  at  London  th^ 
9MA  December,  1841. 

Form  1.  Warrants  in  virtue  of  which  a  cruiser 
of  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties  to  this  treaty 
may  visit  and  detain  a  merchant  vessel  belonging 
to,  or  bearing  the  flag  of,  another  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  and  suspected  of  being  engaged  in 
.the  slave-trade,  or  of  oeing  fitted  out  lor  that 
traffic: 

Whereas,  by  a  treaty  concluded  between  Great 
Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  and  Russia, 
signed  at  London  on  the  90th  of  December,  1841, 
for  the  total  suppression  of  the  Atrican  slave-trade, 
it  was  stipulated  that  certain  cruisers  beloAging  to 
the  said  countries,  respectively,  should  be  instructed 
to  visit  and  detain,  witnin  particular  limits,  merchant 
vessels  of  the  otht  r  contracting  parties  engaged  in 
the  traffic  in  slaves,  or  suspected  of  being  fitted  out 
for  that  traffic;  and  whereas  the  Government 
of  has  thought  fit  that  the  vessel  you 

command  shall  be  one  of  the  -— ' —  cruisers  fur- 
nished with  said  special  instructions,  you  will  ac- 
cordingly receive  instructions  from  the  said  Gov- 
ernment for  your  guidance  on  the  said  servipe: 
yon  are,  therefore,  authorized,  by  virtue  of  these 
instructions,  «nd  of  the  piesent  warrant,  to  visit 

merchant  ^vessels  under  the flag,  suspected 

of  being  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  slaves,  wiihin  the 
limits  set  forth  in  the  second  article  of  the  said 
treaty,  and  to  deal  with  such  vessels  as  shall  have 
enp[aged  in  the  slave-trade,  or  shall  be  suspected  of 
being  fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  as  pointed  out  in 
the  said  treaty,  and  in  the  instructions  ihereunto 
annexed. 

Given  binder  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the , 

office  of ,  the of . 


To  the  commander  of  the 


Form  3.  Orders  for  the  guidance  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  cruiser  of  one  of  the  high  contract- 
ing parties  in  visiting  and  detaining  a  merchant 
vessel  belonging  to,  or  bearing  the  flag  of,  another 
of  the  high  contracting  parties: 

Wbere^,  by  a  treaty  concluded  between  Great 
Brftaio,  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  and  Russia, 
sinied  at  London  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
ml,  for  the  total  suppression  of  the  African  slave- 
trade,  it  was  stipulated  that  certain  cruisers  belong- 
ing to  the  said  countrjps,  respectively,  shall  be  au- 
thorized, under  special  instructions  therein  men- 
tioned, to  visit  and  detain,  within  particular  limits, 
merchant  vessels  of  the  other  contracting  parties 
engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  or  suspected  of  bein^ 
fitted  oat  for  that  traffic:  and  whereas  we  iJiink  nt 
that  the  vessel  vou  command  shall  be  one  of  the 

-M cruisers  furnished  with  the  said  special  in- 

stmctions,  we  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  said  treaty  of  the  20th  of  December,  and  of  the 
instructions  thereunto  annexed,  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned; and  you  are  accordingly  authorized,  by  virtue 
of  this  present  order,  and  of  the  accompanying  war- 
rant from  the  Government  of ,  to  visit,  with- 
in the  limits  set  forth  in  the  second  article  of  the  said 
treaty,  merchant  vessels  under  the flag  sus- 
pected of  being  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  and  to 
deal  with  such  vessels  as  shall  have  been  engaged 
in  that  traffic  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  said 
treaty,  warrant,  and  instructions;  and  we  cham 
and  require  you  to  conform  most  strictly  to  all  the 
provisions  and  stipulations  contained  therein,  ta- 
king care  to  exercise  •  the  authority  so  conferred 
upon  yon  in  the  mildest  manner,  and  with  every 
attentioB  which  is  due  between  allied  and  friendly 
nations,  and  to  co-operate  cordially  with  the  com- 
manders of  any vessels  of  war  employed  in 

the  same  service. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the , 

office  of  ,  the  —  day  of  — — . 

To  the  commander  of  the . 

These  forms  of  warrants  and  orders  shall  be 
onsexed  to  the  treaty  signed  this  day  between 
Great  Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prassia,  and  Rus- 
sia, for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade, 
and  shall  be  considered  aa  an  integral  part  of  that 


u 


In  witness  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
high  contracting  parties  have  signed  this  annex, 
and  have  thereunto  affixed  the  seal'of  their  arms. 
Done  at  liOndon,  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-one. 

ABERDEEN,  [l.  s. 

KOLLER,  [l.  s. 

STE.  AULAIRE,   [l.  : 

SCHLEINITZ,       [l.  s. 

BRUNOW,  (l.  s. 

ANNEX  B, 

To  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain,  Austria, 
Franu,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African  slave4rade,^signed  at  London,  the 
^thDecember,lMl, 

Instructions  to  Cruisers. 

First.  Whenever  a  merchant  vessel  belonging  to, 
or  bearing  the  flag  of,  any  one  of  the  high  contract- 
ing parties,  shall  be  visited  by  a  cruiser  of  any 
one  of  the  other  hi^^h  contracting  parties,  the  ofii- 
cer  commanding  the  Vuiser  shall,  before  he  u'o- 
ceeds  to  the  visit,  exhibit  to  the  master  of  such  ves- 
sel the  special  orders  which  confer  upon  him  by 
exception  the  right  to  visit  her;  and  he  shall  de- 
liver to  such  ;naster  a  certificate,  signed  by  him-' 
self,  specifying  his  rank  in  the  navy  of  his  coun- 
try, and  the  name  of  the  ship  which  he  commands, 
and  declaring  that  the  only  object  of  his  visit  is  to 
ascertain  whether  the  vessel  is  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade,  or  is  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  such 
traffic,  or  nas  been  engaged  in  that  traffic  during 
the  voyage  in  which  »he  has  been  met  with  by  the 
said  cruiser.  When  the  visit  is  made  by  an  officer 
of  the  cruiser  other  than  the  commander,  such  offi- 
cer shall  not  be  under  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the 
navy — unless  he  be  the  officer  who,,  at  the  time,  is 
second  in  command  of  the  ship  by  which  the  visit 
is  made;  and  in  this  case  such  officer  shall  exhibit 
to  the  master  of  the  merchant  vessel  a  copv  of  the 
special  orders  above  mentioned,  signed  by  the  com- 
mander of  Uie  cruiser;  and  shall  likewise  deliver 
to  such  master  a  certificate,  signed  by  himself,  spe- 
cifying the  rank  which  he  holds  in  the  navy  of  nis 
country,  the  name  of  the  commander  under  whose 
orders  he  is  acting,  the  name  of  the  cruiser  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  the  object  of  his  visit,  as 
hereinbefore  recited. 

If  it  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  visit  that  the 
ship's  papers  are  regular,  and  her  proceedings  law- 
ful, the  officer  shall  certifjr  upon  the  log-book  of  the 
vessel  that  the  visit  took  place  in  virtue  of  the 
special  orders  above  mentioned;  and  when  these 
formalities  shall  have  been  completed,  the  vessel 
shall  be  nermitt^  to  continue  her  course. 

Seconaly.  If,  in  consequence  of  the  visit,  the  offi- 
cer commanding  the  cruiser  shall  be  of  opinion  that 
there  are  sufficient  grounds  for  believing  that  the 
vessel  is  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  or  has  been 
fitted  out  for  that  traffic,  or  has  been  engaged  in 
that  traffic  during  the  voyage  in  which  she  is  met 
by  the  cruiser;  and  if  ^e  shall,  in  consequence, 
determine  to  detain  her,  and  to  have  her  delivered 
up  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  competent  authorities, 
he  shall  forthwith  cause  a  list  to  be  made  out,  in 
duplicate,  of  all  the  papers  found  on  board;  and  he 
shall  sign  this  li.st  and  the  duplicate,  adding,  afler 
his  own  name,  his  rank  in  the  navy,  and  the  name 
of  the  vessel  imdftr  his  command. 

He  shall  in  like  manner  make  out  and  sign,  in 
duplicate,  a  declaration  stating  the  place  and  time 
of  the  detention,  the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  that  of 
her  master,  the  names  of  the  persons  coniposing 
her  crew,  and  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
slaves  found  on  board. 

This  declaration  shall  further  contain  an  ex- 
act description  of  the  state  of  the  vessel  and  her 
cargo. 

Thirdly.  The  conomander  of  the  cruiser  shall, 
without  delay,  carry  or  send  the  detained  vessel, 
with  her  master,  crew,  passengers,  cargo,  and  the 
slaves  found  on  t>oard,  to  one  of  the  ports  hereinaf- 
ter specified,  in  order  that  proceedings  may  be  in- 
stituted in  regard  to  them,  conformably  to- the  laws 
of  the  country  under  whose  flag  the  vessel  is  sail- 
ing; and  he  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  competent 
authorities,  or  to  the  persons  who  shall  have  been 
specifically  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  wnom  such  port  shall  belong. 

Fourthly.  No  person  whatever  shall  he  taken  out 
of  the  detained  vessel;  nor  shall  any  part  of  her 
cargo,  nor  any  of  the  slaves  found  on  board  be  re- 
moved from  her,  until  after  such  vessel  shall  have 
been  ddiveied  over  to  the  authorities  of  her  own 


nation;  unless  the  removal  of  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  crew,  or  of  the  slaves  found  on  board,  snail  be 
deemed  necessary,  either  for  the  preservation  of 
their  lives,  or  from  any  other  consideration  of  hu« 
manity,  or  for  the  safety  of  the  persons  who  shall 
be  charged  with  the  navigation  of  the  vessel,  after 
her  detention.  In  any  such  case,  the  commander 
of  the  craiser,  or  the  officer  appointed  to  bring  in 
the  detained  vessel,  shall  make  a  declaration  of 
such  removal,  in  which  he  shall  specify  the  reasons 
for  the  same;  and  the  masters,  sailors,  passengers, 
or  slaves,  so  removed,  shall  be  carried  to  the  same 
port  as  the  vessel  and  her  cargo,  and  they  shall 
De  received  in  the  same  manner  as  tne  vessel,  agree- 
ably to  the  regulations  hereinafter  set  forth. 

Provided,  always,  that  nothing  in  this  para- 
graph shall  be  understood  as  applying  to  slavea 
found  on  board  of  Austrian,  Prussian,  or  Russian 
vessels;  but  such  slaves  shall  be  disposed  Of  as  is 
specified  in  the  following  paragraphs: 

Fifthly.  All  Austrian  vessels  which  &hall  be  de« 
tained  on  the  stations  of  America  or  Africa  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  other  contracting  parties,  shall  be 
carried  and  delivered  up  to  the  Austrian  jurisdic- 
tion at  Trieste. 

But,  if  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  such 
Austrian  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  detention,  the 
vessel  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  deposite 
the  slaves  at  that  port  to  which  she  would  have 
been  uiken  for  adjuaication,  if  she  had  been  sailing 
under  the  English  or  fi^neh  flag.  The  vessel 
shall  afterwards  be  sej^H  and  shall  be  delivered 
up  to  the  Austrian  jui^^Eion  at  Trieste,  as  above 
stipulated. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the 
other  contracting  parties  shall  be  carried  and  de- 
livered up  to  the  French  jurisdiction  at  Goree. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  coast  of  America  to  the  southward  of  the  10th 
degree  of  north  latitude  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other 
contracting  parties  shall  be  carried  and  delivered 
up  to  the  French  jurisdiction  at  Cavenne. 

All  French  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  in 
the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  coast  of  America  to  the 
northward  of  the  10th  degree  of  north  latitude,  br 
the  cruisers  of  the  other  contracting  parties,  shall 
be  carried  and  delivered  up  to  the  French  jurisdic- 
tion at  Martinique. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  by  the  cruisers  of  the 
other  contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  de- 
livered up  to  the  British  jurisdiction  at  Bathurst, 
on  the  river  Gambia. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  Africa  bv  the  cruisers  of  the 
other  contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  de- 
livered up  to  the  British  jurisdiction  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  coast  of  America  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other 
contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and  delivered 
up  to  the  British  jurisdiction  at  the  colony  of 
Pemarara,  or  at  Port  Royal^in  Jamaica,  according 
as  the  commander  of  the  cruiser  may  think  most 
convenient. 

All  British  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  in  the 
West  Indies  by  the  cruisers  of  the  other  contracting 
parties,  shall  be  carried  and  delivered  up  to  the 
British  jurisdiction  at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica. 

All  Frussiail  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  stations  of  America  or  Africa  by  the  cruisers 
of  the  other  contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried 
and  delivered  up  to  the  Prussian  jurisdiction  at 
Stettin. 

•  But  if  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  snch 
Prussian  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  the 
vessel  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  de- 
posite the  slaves  at  that  port  to  which  she  would 
nave  been  taken  for  adjudication  if  shehad  been 
sailing  under  the  English  or  French  fug.  The 
vessel  shall  afterwards  be  sent  on,  and  shall  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  Prussian  jurisdiction  at  Stettin, 
as  above  stipulated. 

All  Russian  vessels  which  shall  be  detained  on 
the  stations  of  Africa  or  America  by  the  cruisera 
of  the  other  contracting  parties,  shall  be  carried  and 
delivered  up  to  the  Russian  jurisdiction  at  Cron- 
stadt,  or  at  Reval,  according  as  the  season  of  the 
year  may  allow  the  one  or  the  other  of  those  ports 
to  be  reached. 

But  if  slaves  shall  be  found  on  board  any  such 
Russian  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  the 
vessel  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  to  depo^ 
ite  the  slaves  at  that  port  to  which  she  would  ^ 
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been  taken  for  adjudication  if  she  had  been  sailing 
under  the  EDglish  or  French  flag.  The  vesseUhaU 
afterwards  be  sent  on,  and  shall  be  delivered  up  to 
the  Russian  jurisdiction  at  Cronstadi,  or  at  Reval, 
as  above  stipulated. 

Sixthly,  As  soon  as  a  merchant  vessel  which 
shall  have  been  detained  as  aforesaid,  shall  arrive 
at  one  of  the  ports  or  places  above  mentioned,  the 
commander  ot  the  cruiser,  or  ihe  officer  appointed 
to  bring  on  such  detained  vessel,  shall  forthwith 
deliver  to  the  authorities  duly  appointed  for  that 
j^urpose  by  the  Govemnoent  within  whose  territory 
sucn  port  or  such  place  shall  be,  the  vessel  and  her 
cargo,  together  with  the  mai>ter,  crew,  passengers, 
and  slaves  found  on  board,  and  also  the  papers 
which  shall  have  been  seized  on  board  the  vessel, 
and  one  of  the  duplicate  lists  of  the  said  papers,  re- 
taining the  other  in  his  own  possession.  Such  of- 
ficer shall,  at  the  same  time,  aeliv?r  to  the  said  au- 
thorities one  of  the  original  declarations,  as  here- 
inbefore specified,  adding  thereto  a  statement  of 
any  changes  which  may  hav^  taken  place  from  the 
time  of  the  detention  olihe  vessel  to  tnat  of  the  de- 
livery, a.s  well  as  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  any  re- 
movals which  may  have  taken  place  as  above  pro- 
vided for. 

In  delivering  over  these  several  documents,  the 
officer  shall  make,  in  writing  and  on  oath,  an  at- 
testation of  their  truth. 

Seventhly.  If  the  commander  of  a  crui5er  of  one 
of  the  high  contractinM||riies,  who  shall  be  duly 
Inmlshed  with  the  s^^feaid  special  instructions, 
shall  have  reason  to^Bpect  that  a  merchant  ves- 
sel, sailing  under  convoy  of,  or  in  company  with, 
a  ship  of  war  of  any  one  of  the  other  contracting 

garties,  is  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  or  has  been 
tted  out  for  the  purpose  of  that  traffic,  or  has  been 
engaged  in  the  trainc  in  slaves  during  the  voyage 
in  which  she  is  met  with  by  the  said  cruiser,  he 
shall  confine  himself  to  communicating  his  suspi- 
cions to  the  commander  of  the  ship  of  war,  and  ne 
shall  leave  it  to  the  latier  to  proceed  alone  to  visit 
the  sus|>ected  vessel,  and  to  deliver  her  up  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  her  own  country,  if  there  should  be 
cause  for  doing  so. 

Eighthly,  By  article  fourth  of  the  treat3r,  it  is 
stii)ulated  that,  in  no  case,  shall  the  mutual  right  of 
visit  be  exercised  upon  ships  of  war  by  the  high 
contracting  parties. 

It  is  agreed  that  this  exemption  shall  apply  equal- 
ly to  vessels  ot  the  Russian- American  Com{Miny: 
which,  being  commanded  by  officers  of  the  imperial 
navy,  are  authorized  by  the  Imperial  Giovernment 
to  carry  a  flag  which  distinguishes  them  from  the 
merchant  navy,  and  are  armed  and  equipped  sim- 
ilarly to  transports  of  war. 

It  is  further  understood  that  the  said  vessels  shall 
be  famished  with  a  Russian  patent,  which  shall 
prove  their  origin  and  destination.  The  form  of 
this  patent  shall  be  drawn  op  by  common  consent. 
It  is  agreed  that  this  patent,  when  issued  by  compe- 
tent authority  in  Russia,  shall  be  countersigned  at 
St.  Petersburgh  by  the  consulates  of  Great  Britain 
and  France. 

NitUXly,  In  the  third  clause  of  article  nine  of 
the  treaty,  it  is  stipotSted  that,  failing  proof  to  the 
contrary,  a  vessel  shall  be  presumed  to  be  engaged 
in  the  slave-trade  if  there  ne  found  on  board  spare 
plank  fitted  for  being  laid  down  as  a  second  or 
slave  deck. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  abuse  which  might  arise 
from  an  arbitrary  interpretation  of  this  clause,  it  is 
especially  recommended  to  tbef  cruisers  not  to  ap- 
ply it  to  Austrian,  Prussian,  or  Russian  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  timber  trade,  whose  manifest  shall 
prove  that  the  planks  and  joists  which  they  have, 
or  have  had,  on  board,  are,  or  were,  a  part  of  their 
canro  for  trade. 

Therefore,  in  order  not  to  harass  lawful  com- 
merce, cruisers  are  especially  enjoined  only  to  act 
upon  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  third  clause 
or  article  nine,  when  there  shall  be  on  board  the 
vessel  visited  spare  plank  evidently  destined  to  form 
a  slave  deck. 

*  The  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed, 
in  conformity  with  the  eighteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  signed.by  them  this  day,  that  these  instruc- 
tions shall  be 'annexed  to  the  treaty  signed  this  day 
between  Great  Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prussia, 
and  Russia,  for  the  suppression  of  African  slave- 
trade,  and  shall  be  considered  as  an  integral  part 
of  that  treaty. 

In  witaess  whereof,  the  plenipotoiliaries  of 
'^^hisih  tontxacti^g  ptnies  have  aigncd  tkis  an- 


nex, and  have  hereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  their 
arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  iorty-one. 

ABERDEEN,         [u  a. 

KOLLER,  L.  s. 

STE.AULAIRE,     l.  s. 

8CHLEINITZ,        l.  ■.* 

BRUNOW,  [L.S. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  SMITH, 

OF  CONNECTICUT. 

/n  ScTtaU  of  the  United  Stales,  February  90, 1813— 
On  the  bill  to  restore  to  Qeneral  Jackson  the 
fine  of  one   thousand  dollars  imposed  on  him 
by  Judge    Halt,  for  an   alleged    contempt  of 
court. 

Having  cherished  the  idea,  Mr.  President,  that 
then^tionalitvof  this  subject  would  hush  all  party 
feelings,  and  soften  the  asperity  of  partisans,  I 
have  hitherto  abstained  Uom  taking  any  part  in 
tlfe  discu^ions,  supposing  all  would  be  united  in 
restoring  the  fine  impost  upon  G^eral  Jackson 
at  New  Orleans.  I  am,  however,  constrained  to 
believe  that  I  am  to  be  disappointed  in  the  conclu- 
sion i  had  arrived  at,  and  that  a  different  result 
is  now  to  be  apprehended.  I  shall  therefore  take 
such  a  party  view  of  it  only  as  its  present  aspect 
d^tnands,  without  relinquishing  the  idea  that  it  has 
not,  and  will  not,  wholly  assume  that  character. 
The  subject  is  one  deeply  involving  the  interests 
and  character  of  the  nation.  The  pride  and  na- 
tional leelings  of  every  American  should  elevate 
him  far  above  sectional  and  party  prejudices,  and 
induce  him  to  investigate  the  subject  with  no  other 
partiality  upon  his  mind  than  that  which  every 
patriotic  American  is  proud  to  acknowledge—that 
America  is  his  country. 

Though  all  agree  that  General  Jackson  achieved 
a  victory  at  New  Orleans  over  our  common  enemy, 
of  no  ordinary  character;  and  that  be  won  unia- 
ding  laurels  for  himself,  and  gave  to  America 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  a  proud  eminence; 
yet  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  in  some  to  with- 
nold  from  him  the  meed  that  is  to  be  found  only  in 
the  public  approbation  of  the  measures  which 
were  adopted  by  the  Gkneral  to  save  the  people  of 
New  Orleans  from  a  calamity  and  dishonor  from 
which  they  had  no  hope  of  escape,  except  it  was 
by  means  of  the  resources  of  that  superior  general 
and  extraordinary  man,  Gieneral  Jackson;  ^nd  to 
save  the  nation  from  a  disgrace  which  none  would 
be  willing  to  witness,  except  the  external  and  in- 
ternal enemies  of  republican  America.  He  alone, 
in  this  perilous  moment,  was  looked  to  as  a  com- 
mander of  our  forces,  for  the  salvation  of  New 
Orleans  and  of  our  country;  and  he,  and  the  few 
patriots  constituting  the  little  American  army  un- 
der his  command,  are  entitled  to  the  whole  credit 
of  accomplishing  these  two  great  and  important 
objects.  The  facts  in  relation  to  this  fine  are  to 
be  found  in  the  history  of  our  country.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  be  particular  in  adverting  to  them  here. 

I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  present  them 
to  the  Senate,  in  connexion  with  other  facts,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
the  measures  and  means  taken  to  defend  our  terri- 
tory against  invasion  by  a  public  enemy.  It  is 
claimed  that,  in  defending  New  Orleans.  Gieneral 
Jackson  came  in  contact  with,  and  trampled  down 
and  disregarded,  the  civil  institutions  ana  function- 
aries of  our  Government,  by  declaring  and  enfor- 
cing martial  law  in  aid  of  his  military  movements 
and  plans;  and,  therefore,  the  fine  ought  not  to  be  un- 
conditionally remitted.  Many  of  those  who  believe 
that  General  Jackson  did  no  more  than  was  re- 
quired of  him  by  the  American  people  as  their 
general,  seem  to  be  disposed  to  admit  that  he  vio- 
lated the  laws  of  his  country,  but  ought  to  be  ex- 
cused on  the  ground  of  necessity.  I  admit  no.such 
thing,  Mr.  President.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  and 
I  feel  able  to  show  it,  that  General  Jackson  violated 
no  law;,  nor  did  he,  in  making  his  defence,  trans- 
cend his  powers,  or  abuse  those  of  the  civil  depart- 
ment of  our  Government.  If  I  am  correct  in  this, 
the  fine  was  wrongly  and  unjustly  imposed,  and 
ought  to  be  remitted  without  any  qualification  what- 
ever, and  with  interest 

Did  not  the  almost  irrepressible  indignity ^f  the 

feople  of  New  Orleans  at  the  assumed  power  of 
udge  Hall  to  sit  and  act  afi  judge  in  his  own  be- 
half; and  impose  the  fine  on  General  Jackson,  for 
what  Hall  was  pleased  to  call  a.  coiilea|ic  of  Us 


court,  show  ihat  no  iodifierent  eoort  orjury^niu 
have  been  found  in  any  part  of  the  UDi(»a  id  ialkt 
a  fine  upon  the  Qeneral  lor  his  noble  and  patriotic 
defence  of  New  Orleansi  My  defence  of  General 
Jackson  is,  that  he  did  so  more  than  any  odier  cit- 
izen, or  every  other  one  of  the  United  States,  mirht 
have  done,  to  prevent  a  viol^on  of  oar  territory 
by  a  oublic  enemy; — ^nay^no  more  than  was  requir- 
ed or  every  patriot  in  the  Union.  I  address  myself 
to  the  reason,  and  not  to  thepassioo.  if  IcanJityoike 
Exercise  of  reason  in  deciding  this  question,  lib 
not  lear  (he  result.    What  is  martial  law,  as  en- 

•  forced  at  New  Orleans  by  General  Jacks<tt,.b« 
physical  power  which  our  common  Creatorljig 
given  us  for  self-preservation;  and  which  eVeiy 
man,  and  all  men,  have  always  exer^;  andirti^ 
no  Society  or  Ctovemment  has  ever  dared  to  impwr, 
and  much  less  to  take  awayl  Will  any  one  con- 
tradictme,  when  I  say  that  any  citizen  nay  Ae^d 
himself  and  property  against  the  unwarrantable  or 
illegal  attack  of^  another,  thoush  he  be  a  citizen- 
even  unto  death  of  the  assailant,  if  necessar^l  I 

•  presume  not.  "Will  any  one  deny  tbe  priuciph, 
that  what  one  may  do  to  defend  himself  and  prob. 
erty,  another,  or  ever  so  many,  uoay  do  to  defend 
himt    1  presume  not. 

If  these  principles  are  admitted,  or  establi^ed,  I 
am  sure  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  defenditf 
General  Jackson,  unless  he  wantonly  aho^dti!e 

Sower  he  exercised.  And  let  me  here  obsem, 
It.  President,  that  General  Jackson  was  no  mvt 
liable  for  an  error  of  Judgment,  if  such  shoald  be 
found  to  be  the  fact,  (which  no  one  claims,!^ I 
have  heard,)  than  a  judge  upon  the  bench  wooldbe 
for  an  error  of  judgment.  That  we  may  not  cob* 
found  the  terms  milUary  and  fhfsicd^  when  I 
speak  of  them,  I  use  thenn  as  syncAi^mous  in  reli- 
tion  to  this  subject.  They  are  one  and  tbe  saae 
thing,  as  opposed  to  civil  power.  Wlftn  both  tbe 
civil  and  military  powers  are  in  healthy adbn,  I 
readily  agree  to  the  principle,  that  the  military ii 
subordinate  to  the  civil  power.  But  I  know  of  oo 
instance  where  physical  power  may  not  be  exerted 
to  prevent  the  commission,  or  for  the  soppresuoa 
of  crime,  or  to  protect  an  individual  from  an  as- 
sault. Any  individual  may  arrest  and  secore  a 
criminal,  at  all  times.  And  can  he  be  made  liable 
for  it  in  a  civil  actioni  No  one,  I  think, wiU  chioi 
he  can  be.  And  what  law  justifies  tbe  dtizea 
clothed  with  no  civil  power  to  make  the  arrest,  bu 
the  paramount  law  of  our  nature—the  pbjsical 
power  which  every  mui  may  exercise,  and  which 
IS  paramount  to  all  other  lawsl  If  any  indiiridQal 
is  attempting  to  commit  the  crime  of  arson  or  ban* 
lary,  theA,  or  any  other  crime,  may  not  any  infr 
vidual,  or  all  who  may  feel  disposea  to  prevent  tbe 
act,  arrest  the  criminall  No  one  will  deny  dns. 
Suppose  civil  officers  sufficient  to  prevent  ibe 
crime  were  present,  and  refused  to  do  so:  would 
that  prevent  individuals  wlsb  were  not  offieetR,  aid 
who  had  no  civil  power  to  exercise,  from  interfer- 
ing and  arresting  the  indi  viduall  No  one  wfll  ^ 
tend  that  it  would,  I  presume.  Suppose  tbe  eivil 
officers  present,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  taliecaie 
of  the  public  interest,  and  prevent  the  commission 
of  crime,  and  arrest  and  secure  criminals,  sbonld 
endeavor  \o  prevent  the  individual  and  unoflidal 
citizen  from  performing  the  act;  but  be  should  per* 
sist  in  it,  and  should  prevent  the  crime,  or  amst 
the  criminal:  would  this  make  him  liable,  either  to 
the  public  or  the  crimioaH  .  No  one  will  pretendit 
would.  If  a  judge  is  holding  a  court,  aod  any  one 
is  committing  a  crime  in  his  presence,  may  not  any 
individual  arrest  the  criminail  No  one,  I  tbink, 
will  deny  this. 

If  the  court  were  to  send  Its  officers  to  prevent 
the  arrest,  would  the  unauthorized  individaal  wtr 
kinpthe  arrest  then  be  liable  to  any  coel  Mbtek 
no  one  will  claim  this,  for  the  SBpremacy  of  tie 
laws,  and  for  the  honor  of  theofficmls.  Will  lay 
one  claim  that  such  arrest  would  have  ben  a  con- 
tempt of  court,  and  the  officious  individoal  liable  ts 
be  fined  by  the  dignified  court  for  iti  If  be  woold, 
I  would  like  to  hear  him.  I  will  nowsnwwea 
case,  which  will  approach  nearer  the  case  of  (M. 
Jackson.  If  a  public  enemy  had  emered  diettwit* 
house  where  the  judge  was  sitting,  or  hadsarrowd- 
ed  it:  would  not  every  citizen  be  josiiiied  in  beat- 
ing otrthe  enemy,  and  killing  them,  witboot  of- 
fending the  official  digDitarv  in  such  naoserasto 
be  liable  for  a  contempt^  If  they  were  Habit  totbi 
court  for  contempt,  I  suppose  they  woaM  abo  k 
liable  for  false  imprisonmem  if  thsy  capdnwg 
of  the  eae«iy$  or,  if  Ikey  killed  mf,  I  Mpp^e  Og 
would  be  liable  for  murder.   But,  if  the  <«ri 


fj^^M^- 


4   lUft 


TO 


l;:^ 


cfiSGViteeiovJUu:  o&oBft 


dfra  Cojio.— ..Sd  Sssg. 


JHtneon  GeneraUaekKm-^Air.  Smith, 


rikMAHiMi 


9lti 


Senate. 


•hoold  unite  bk>  slrength  with  the  c&emji  and  op* 
pose  the  citizens,  is  any  one  bold  enou^  to  claim 
tl^t  the  citizens  would  be  liable  to  any  one  for  an 
ezcrctee  of  their  patriotism^ 

Now,  I  would  ask  whether  these  cases  differ  in 
piipgiple  frooQ;  that  of  Judge  Hall  with  G<?n.  Jaek- 
sO^  If  they  do,  I  am  not  able  to  perceive  the 
dlfe/fo^e.  The  great  crime  in  hU  defence  of 
N0W  iO|f leans,  with  which  youchar^  him,  is,  thai 
he  tramj^led  upon  our  sacred  Cqnstitmion.  But,  I 
would  ask,  what  is  our  Constitution  worth,  when 
oii;c  country  is  gonel  And  what  was  the  defence 
arN.ew  Orleans,  but  a  struggle-  for  our  country?  . 
V^hea  our  country  was  secure  from  the  enemy,  ' 
vri^  Die  patriot  Jackson  the  man  to  trample  down 
a^  disregard  that  instrument  which  every  patriot 
regaicds  as  holy  and  sacredl  But,  while  our  coun* 
trr'was  in  danger,  and  nothing  but  pure  andun- 
i^l^T^  patriotism,  with  the  bravery  of  a  Jackson, 
cQoTd  s^ve  it,  Judge  Hall,  a  foreigner  by  birth  and 
in  sentiment,  was  ready  and  willinxto  sacrifice  his 
coimtjry  to  save  the  Constitution.  What  astonish- 
ing patriotism  he  exhibited!  The  nation  duly  appre- 
ciated it.  But,  Mr.  President,  if  I  may  be  permitted 
to  iiddress  myself  to  a  party,  1  will  ask  our  political 
opponents  wnether  they  have,  on  other  occasions, 
dreaded  as  much  an  infraction  of  that  sacred  in- 
strumeiU,  the  Constitution!  Let  me  call  their  at- 
teQtion  to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws.  All  are 
ready  to  admit,  now,  thatthoselaws  were  unconatitu* 
tional;  and  no  candid  man  will  deny  that  they 
were  tised  for  the  basest  purposes  while  in  the 
hands  of  the  f^ederalists.  The  free  and  unoffend- 
ing citizen's  were  seized  and  forced  into  loathsome 
prisons^  and  there  Incarcerated  (many  of  them)  until 
an  indignant  people  hurled  them  from  power,  and 
unlocked  the  prison  doors,  and  set  at  liberty  the 
victims  of  an  austere  and  revengeful  party.  For 
other  violations  of  that  sacred  instrument,  more 
fresh  In  oar  minds,  let  me  refer  you  to  the  late  ap- 
ponlonoaent  law,  and  the  remedial  justice  bilk 
both  of  which  are  too  clearly  unconstitutional  lor 
any  sane  man  to  doubt.  Several  others  of  the  same 
character  I  might  refer  you  to;  but  I  trust  I  have 
not  been  unsuccessful  in  presenting  cases  enough 
to  satisfy  the  mind  of  any  man  that  your  holy  re- 
gard for  the  Constitution  is  seldom  awakened 
when  patriotic  exertions  are  most  needed.  I 
should  not  omit  to  notice  a  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  which  you  have  chased  tmder  that  vagrant 
power t  so  happily  described  by  your  leader  in  his 
more  palmy  days,  until  you  have  literally  worn 
yourselves  out. 

But  to  return.  Mr.  Presidentf  to  the  law  paramount 
to  all  others, either  political,  civil,  or  international — 
the- law  of  self-preservation  I  refer  to.  Let  me  re- 
mark here,  that  it  is  not  ak>ne  applicable  to  indi- 
viduals, and  to  private  {property;  but  it  is  applicable 
to  bodies  of  men,  and  to  nationn  and  national  prop- 
erty. We  ourselves,  as  an  independent  and  sov- 
reign  nation,  have  enforced  it  upon  other  nations 
with  which  we  were  at  peace.  I  allude  to  onr 
descent  qpon  the  Spanish  territory,  and  dislodging 
some  marauders  and  outcasts  who  had  taken  up 
their  abode  there,  and  made  sallies  upon  our  inhab- 
itants, and  robbed  and  murdered  them,  ax^d  then 
retreated  back  into  the  Spanish  territory  for  safety. 
The  Spanish  Qovemment  was  too  feeble  to  restrain 
these  outlaws;  and,  to  preserve  ourselves  from  their 
depredations,  we  took  the  law  of  self-preservation — 
that  which  General  Jackson  exercised  at  New 
Orleans — into  our  own  hands^  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
the  whole  world  acquiseced  in  it,  and  justified  the 
act. 

The  British  sheltered  themselves  under  the  same 
principle,  when  they  seized  the  ships  at  Oopen- 
nagen.  and  appropriated  them  to  their  own  use. 
No  inaependent  nation  or  individual,  to  my  know- 
ledge, denied  the  correctness  of  the  principle  at 
that  time.  Whether  the  circumstances  were  such 
as  to  warrant  the  act,  there  might  well  be  doubts. 
The  British  claimed  that  these  ships  were  going 
into  the  service  of  another  nation  at  war  with  them; 
and  therefore,  to  preserve  themselves  from  destruc- 
tion, thej  were  justified  in  taking  the  ships  of  a 
friendly  nation,  because  it  was  not  able  to  pre- 
vent their  use  against  the  British.  And  do  vre  not 
see  men  hung  under  this  same  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion, by  force  of  physical  power,  without  the  sem- 
blance of  trial,  and  without  even  a  pretence  that 
the  act  was  authorized  by  any  other  law  than  that 
of  telf-preservationl  But  let  me  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  a  reoent  act  of  the  British,  under 
thi^  same  law  of  aelfpveservation;  and  the  act  is 
oua  which,  I  pMatime,  ia  kidalibly  impressed  upon   i 


the  mind  of  every  American  patriot.  I  have  ref- 
erence to  the  brutal  conduct  of  the  British  at 
Schlosser,  near  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  1837.  They  claimed  that  we  were  not  able,  or 
would  not,  restiain  our  citizens  from  entering  their 
provinces,  and  exciting  their  subjects  to  rebellion; 
and,  conseouenily,  ihev  had  a  right  to  enter  our 
territory  while  we  were  at  peace  with  them,  and 
exterminate  our  citizens  by  fire  and  sword.  Every 
one  knows  that  the  principle  of  self-preservation 
could  not  be  applied  to  that  case;  and  that  it  was 
a  flagrant  violation  ot  our  territory,  and  an  insult 
to  our  nation.  But  the  British  had  the  impudence 
to  claim  that  it  was  under  the  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion that  they  inflicted  the  wound  upon  us.  And 
did  we  buffer  our  national  escutcheon  to  be  stained 
by  the  nefarious  acil  Let  the  facts  amrer.  We 
have,  to  the  grief  and  mortification  of  every  citizen 
of  the  Union,  who  has  an  American  heart,  per- 
mitted them  to  go  off*  under  that  pretence,  without 
even  a  murmur  on  our  part.  The  eye  of  the 
American  nation  is  turnea  with  scorn  upon  the 
negotiations  upon  this  subject;  they  will  oe  long 
remembered,  and  as  long  despised.  But  our  dis- 
grace does  not  end  here,  Mr.  President. 

We  have,  on  the  insolent  demand  of  the  British, 
a  law  violative  of  every  principle  known 
to  civilized  nations,  and  of  our  Constitution;  in 
effisct,  authorizing  them  to  repeat  the  acts  with  im- 

S unity.  This  law  takes  away  the  criminal  juris- 
iction  of  the  States,  whose  land  Is  crimsoned  with 
the  blood  of  their  inoffensive  citizens,  by  the  hand 
of  ruthless  vagabonds,  and  leaves  the  people  of  a 
sovereign  State  without  the  least  remedy  for  mur- 
der, robbery,  arson,  and  burglary,  and  other  in- 
famooa  crimes,  if  committed  by  a  British  subject 
in  the  employ  of  his  sovereign — ^no  matter  what 
that  employment  is,  wheth^  oi  a  civil  or  military 
character.'  And  sopposeSre  had  the  power  and 
right  to  pass  such  a  law:  what  have  we  got  from 
the  British  in  return  for  itl  Nothing  but  national  * 
disgrace. 

But,  let  me  ask,  why  are  yon  so  anxious  to  sustain 
the  civil  power  at  New  Orleans,  even  at  the  risk  of 
the  loss  of  our  country;  while  you  are  so  extremely 
anxious  to  destro3r  it  at  the  North,  as  to  pass  a 
palpably  unconstitutional  law  to  further  your 
vie  ws't  Vour  inconsistencies  are  to  be  reconciled  only 
by  one  supposition — ^and  that  is,  that  your  strong- 
est desire  was  to  place  yourselves  by  the  side  of  the 
enemies  of  our  country,  and  in  harmony  with  them. 
I  believe  every  true  American  will  come  to  this 
conclusion,  on  comparing  your  conduct  on  both 
occasions. 

General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans  only  defended 
his  country  against  the  publiaenemy  Did  he  need 
a  generaPs  conamission  to  authorize  him  to  do  thisl 
1  hardly  think  any  one  will  answer  this  question  in 
the  affirmative.  If  he  had,  without  any  commis- 
sion, but  as  a  private  citizen,  made  the  same  de- 
fence that  he  did  with  the  commission  of  a  major 
general  at  New  Orleans,  I  desire  to  know  who  is 
to  call  him  to  an  account  for  it,  or  punish  him  for 
if? 

No  one  will  doubt,  if  a  citizen  has  a  right  to  de- 
fend himself,  or  his  neighbor,  against  the  attack  of 
another  citizen  of  the  Unitea  Slates,  that  he  would 
have  a  right  to  defend  himself,  or  his  neighbor, 
against  a  public  enemy.  There  is  a  great  dis-  ' 
tinction  between  the  defence  of  one  when  at- 
tacked by  a  citizen,  and  b^  a  public  f.nemy.  In 
regard  to  the  latter,  any  citizen  may  attack  and 
destroy  him  without  being  first  attacked.  In 
the  former,  be  has  only  a  right  to  repel  an 
attack  made  upon  him  without  right.  What  pow- 
er could  Judge  Hall  have  exerted  to  punish  a  pub- 
lic enemy  at  New  Orleans,  other  than  that  exer- 
cised by  General  Jackson — physical  powert  If 
every  soldier  had  been  captured  and  delivered 
over  to  Judge  Hall,  bound  hand  and  foot^even  if 
he  had  killed  our  citizens — Judge  Hall  could  not 
have  punished  them;  they  would  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war.  Why,  then,  yield  to  him  the 
physical  power,  and  lay  it  at  his  feet,  when  the 
enemy  were  at  your  doors,  and  he  refused  to  ex- 
ercise it,  and  could  not  the  civil  powerl  If  his 
patriotism  had  been  as  pure  as  General  Jackson's, 
ne  would  have  exercised  the  same  power  that 
General  Jackson  did  to  expel  a  ferocious  and  vin- 
dictive enemy. 

Situated  as  General  Jackson  was,  with  raw  and 
Undisciplined  troops— not  much  above  one-third  in 
number  as  many  as  the  enemy  had  of  what  they 
Called  invincibles^could  he  be  justified  in  doing 
les  than  he  didi    The  enemy  had  for  their  motto  j 


"beauty  and  booty."  What  eooM  haVe  been  more  ex- 
citing and  animating  to  a  licentious  voldieryl  No 
one  claims  that  he  did  more  than  his  duty  in  any  par- 
ticular, except  it  was  to  subject  Judge  Hall  and 
his  associates  to  bis  control  while  he  was  defend- 
ing tile  place.  And  may  we  not  reasonably  con- 
clude, if  the  Jud^e  had  not  patriotism  enough 
either  to  help  to  defend  himself,  or  suffer  the  Gen- 
eral to  carry  out  his  plans  unmolested  in  makinff 
ihe  defence  at  that  critical  moment,  that  he  bad 
none  too  much  to  give  aid  to  tbe  enemy — indirect 
ly,  if  not  directly?  I  think  we  may;  and  so  1  think 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  this  county  be- 
lieve. 

To  defend  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  it  beeama 
necessary  to  establish  a  cordon  of  posts  around  it, 
and  to  gtiard  effectually  every  passage  and  avenue 
to  tbe  city.    The  city  must  necessarily  become  a 

Eart  of  the  General's  camp.  How  easy  wonld  it 
ave  been  for  the  enemy  to  communicate  with  dis- 
affected citizens  in  the  midst  of  his  camp,  if  he 
could  not  have  the  entire  control  of  all  the  j^and 
within  hispostsi  With  all  the  power  tbe  General 
had  exercised,  and  with  ah  the  guards  he  had 
placed  roimd  the  city,  it  was  well  known  that 
there  was  a  constant  communication  between 
the  enemy  and  the  city.  A  quartermaster  in 
the  British  arnnr  (Peddie)  boasted,  that  he 
had  every  day  from  the  city,  from  seven  or 
eight  persons,  all  the  information  he  wanted 
in  relation  to  our  movements.  Every  true 
American  in  New  Orlean|^uld  be  trusted;  but  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  ^ere  mere  adventureis 
from  various  nations,,  without  any  attachment  to 
our  country;  and  most  of  them  were  hostile  to  onr 
Grovernment  and  our  institutions,  and  mere  despera- 
does ready  and  willing,  and  waiting  only  for  an 
opportunity,  to  unite  with  our  enemies.  One 
whole  villaLge  but  a  short  distance  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  from  New  Orleans,  was  composed  of 
Spanish  and  Portnguse,  who  aided  and  assisted 
the  British  in  disembarking  their  troops,  and  acted 
as  spies  upon  us,  and  as  pilots  to  the  British. 
They  were  known  as  banditti.  General  Jack- 
son was  informed,  before  he  reached  Louis* 
iana,  by  the  highest  and  most  reliable  authority, 
that  it  was  filled  with  spies  and  traitors. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  informed  him  that 
there  was  a  great  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  with 
many,  and  great  despondency  with  the  patriotic 
portion  of  the  population. 

It  was  well  known  that  every  desperate  band  of 
outlaws  in  the  vicinity  were  leagued  with  tbe  enemy, 
and  were  ready  to  share  with  them  in  the  pillage 
and  plunder  of  the  city. 

Tne  subject  of  martial  law,  before  it  was  de- 
clared, was  fully  discussed  in  tbe  presence  of 
Judge  Hall,  who  apparently  approved  it.  The 
Governor,  and  many  other  functionaries,  and  all 
patriots,  advised  its  adoption. 

And  no  reasonable  man,  I  think,  will  doubt  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  save  the  city  from 
the  sackage  of  a  licentious  soldiery,  and  of  their 
motto  being  fully  verified.  But  we  have  only  to 
advert  to  one  actofJud^e  Hairs,  to  know  that  he 
acquiesced  in  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  or  that 
he  was  a  traitor  to  his  country. 

In  making  preparation  for  the  defence,  Judge 
Hall  assumed  the  power  to  open  the  prison  doors, 
and  to  let  out  all  the  criminals  to  assist  either  the 
enemy  or  the  friends  of  our  country;  and  many 
pirates  then  in  prison,  among  others,  were  dis- 
charged, and  let  loose,  and  went  at  large  among 
the  citizens.  If  this  was  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  defence,  it  is  conclusive  evidence  that  he 
thought  all  that  General  Jackson  did  was  necessary : 
and  much  more,  because  his  own  act  was  a  mnch 
greater  violation  of  duty  than  any  that  was  im- 
puted to  General  Jackson— unless  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  self-preservation,  and  then  neither 
was  a  violation  of  duty. 

Which  would  inflict  the  deepest  wound  upon  the 
civil  power  of  onr  coimtry — ror  a  general,  while 
defending  his  country  against  invasion  by  a  public 
enemy,  to  arrest  a  judge  of  the  court,  when  he  sup- 
posed he  was  (at  least  indirectly)  co- operating  with 
the'enemy;  or  for  a  judge  to  open  the  prison  doors, 
and  let  loose  all  the  criminals,  including  many  pi- 
rates, whose  lives  were  forfeited  to  an  injured 
country,  to  again  commit  piracy,  and  other  crimes- 
little  inferior  in  degree  of  enormity?  I  leave  it  to 
every  candid  mind  for  decision.  That  the  civil 
power  was  adequate  to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
no  one  will  pretend.  What,  then,  was  left  to  de- 
fend it  bat  the  militmryl    None.    No  candid  sum, 
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I  think,  believes  this  was  exercised  in  an  unreason- 
able manner:  or  with  more  severity  than  the  occa- 
sion required. 

Let  us  take  a  brief  view  of  the  facts  in  relation  to 
the  arrest  of  Judge  Hall  by  General  Jackson,  end 
for  which  Hall  hat  in  his  own  case,  and,  froA  the 
imfmlse  of  his  own  sense  of  a  personal  wrong,  in- 
flicted a  fine  of  one  ihonsand  dollars  upon  the 
General. 

The  line  of  sentries  stationed  by  General  Jack- 
son for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  guard 
it  afrainst  the  assault  of  the  enemy,  included  the  city 
of  New  Orleans;  and  martial  law,  to  have  any  ef- 
fect, must  be  maintained  within  these  lines.  All,  of 
course,  within  the  range  of  them,  must  be  subject  to 
its  action.  The  business  of  the  Legislature  had  been 
suspended;  and  all  who  wished  the  city  saved, 
readily  submitted  to  Its  authority.  Information  was 
received  from  the  British  fleet  that  peace  had  been 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  The  newspapers  took  up  the  subject,  and 
endeavored  to  create  uneasiness  among  the  people, 
and  to  induce  them  to  believe  that  martial  law  was 
unnecessary.  The  General  thought,  as  did  all 
other  prudent  men,  that  this  was  a  devise  of  the 
enemy  to  get  some  advantage  of  our  troops.  A 
general  order  was  announced,  prohibiting  any  pub- 
lication in  the  papers  affecting  the  army. 

The  French  consul  (Toussard)  granted  certifi- 
cates to  all  Frenchmen,  as  well  to  those  in  our 


itary  duty.  This  causedT  good 
An  order  was  then  made,  directing  such  French 
subjects  as  had  the  certificates  of  the  French  con- 
sul, countersigned  by  the  Commanding  General, 
to  retire  without  the  military  lines.  Soon  after 
this,  a  publication  appeared  in  the  newspaper,  if 
not  designed,  calculated  to  •excite  mutiny  among 
our  troops.  This  was  an  entire  misrepresenta- 
tion of  tne  order,  representing  that  all  French- 
men, without  distinction,  were  ordered  out  of 
the  city,  and  calling  upon  then^  to  rally  round 
the  standard  of  the  French  consul.  Some  of  the 
troops  abandoned  their  posts,  in  conseauence  of 
this  mutinous  publication.  The  author  of  this  pub- 
lication was  L^uallier,  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. If  this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  patriotism 
about  New  Orleans  during  that  tiring  time,  I  be- 
lieve no  one  will  blame  General  Jackson  for  dis- 
trusting them.  General  Jackson  caused  Louallier 
to  be  arrested.  Judge  Hall  issued  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  to  take  Louallier  from  the  custody  of  the 
military  officers.  The  General  arrested  the  Judge; 
and  finally  ordered  him  to  be  removed  beyond  nis 
camp.  When  the  camp  was  broken  up,  and  mar- 
tial law  ceased,  the  Judge  returned,  and  seized  the 
General,  and  brought  him  before  himself,  to  an- 
swer for  a  contempt  of  his  court,  and  imposed  the 
fine  upon  him  which  it  is  the  object  ofthisbillto 
remove,  or  relinquish  to  the  General,  as  a  token  of 
the  approbation  of  the  American  people  for  his  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans.  1  need  not  ask  what  the 
tendency  of  Loualller's  conduct  was,  nor  what  was 
his  design  in  the  mutinoas  publication.  The  facts 
which  came  to  light  answer  both  questions.  The 
consequence  was  an  abandonment  of  the  military 
posts  by  the  soldiers,  and  a  perfect  satisfaction  on 
the  part  ofLouallier,  and  of  Hall  too,  or  Hall  would 
not  have  undertaken  to  screen  Louallier  from  pun- 
ishment. How  does  the  conduct  of  these  two  men 
stand  before  the  world,  as  contrasted  with  General 
Jackson's?  Comment  from  me  is  unnecessary. 
The  grateful  people  of  America  have  shown  their 
approbation  or  the  General's  conduct,  by  electing 
htm  President  of  the  United  States.  Let  the  crown- 
ing act  of  approbation  be  consummated  bv  a  remis- 
sion of  this  unjust  fine— a  fine  to  which  the  United 
States  have  no  more  right  than  I  have. 

If  you  desire  to  see  a  picture  designed  by  British 
artists  Tor  New  Orleans,  turn  your  eye  to  the  Ce- 
lestial Empire;  and  there  you  will  behold  the  fair- 
est fabric  of  God's  workmanship,  with  her  loving 
and  loved  offspring,  rushing  into  the  flaming  fire, 
the* yawning  gulf,  the  deep  abyss,  to  escape  the 
contaminating  touch  of  a  licentious  British  sol- 
diery. Such  a  death  did  these  innocent  people  pre- 
fer, to  such  a  brutal,  licentious  infliction  of  a  British 
behest,  and  with  which  New  Orleans  was  threat- 
ened; and  such  a  calamity,  nothing  but  unre- 
strained physical  power,  directed  by  the  most  in- 
domitable patriotism  and  unconquerable  brav^ery, 
could  have  averted.  What  could  the  civil  power 
have  done  to  save  this  valuable  portion  of  our 
^  -^erican  population  from  such  a  disaster  and  dis- 


grace, if  it  could  have  acted  with  its  most  plenary 
poweil  All  will  answer,  unhesitatingly,  Nothing 
at  all.  And  for  what,  I  would  ask,  was  this  heart- 
rending barbarity  inflicted  upon  inis  unoffending 
people?  Because  they  refused  to  eat  the  poisonous 
drugs  of  this  bloodthirsty  people,  and  degrade,  and 
disgrace,  and  ruin  themselves,  to  gratify  British 
cupidity,  and  pay  them  an  extravagant  price  for  it; 
and  to  replenish  an  exhausted  national  treasury,  af- 
ter failing  to  supply  it,  by  an  appropriation  of  the 
blood,  bones,  and  muscles  of  agieat  portion  of  their 
laboring  people.  And  bow  came  this  treasury  ex- 
hausted? By  bestowing  it  upon  sinecures,  and 
pan^}ered  and  bloated  aristocrats,  who  had  never 
rendered  to  the  people  for  it  a  pin's  value  of  ser- 
vice. An(Lhow  came  New  Orleans  in  danger  of 
such  a  BritM  outrage  as  we  see  Inflicted  upon  the 
Chinese'}  Because  America  dared  to  defend  her 
hardy  seamen  from  outrages  more  daring,  and,  if 
possible,  more  cruel.  From  six  to  ten  thousand  of 
American  seamen  had  already  been  seized,  while 
peaceably  sailing  under  our  flag,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  fight  the  battles  of  our  public  enemy,  and 
defend  a  marauding  and  predatory  commercial  ma- 
rine, sent  forth  to  the  remotest  corner  of  the  earth, 
to  sack  and  pillage  the  fairest  portion  of  the  civil- 
ized world,  or  be  tied  to  the  masts  of  her  floating 
hells,  and  be  flayed  alive.  ■  Many  valuable  lives  of 
American  citizens,  which  came  to  our  knowledge, 
were  taken  in  this  cruel  and  barbarous  manner; 
and  probably  many  more,  that  never  came  to  light. 
Many  broken-hearted  fathers,  mothers,  broilers, 
and  sisters,  mourned  the  loss  of  their  friends,  thus 
butchered  and  sacrificed,  and  on  whom  they  re- 
lied for  a  daily  support.  What  think  you  of  the 
people  of  New  Orleans'}  Do  you  think  they  would 
wait  for  civil  etiquette,  and,  for  fear  of  offending 
the  magisterial  dlgnitv  of  a  prostrate  judge,  who 
could  neither  avert  the  impending  calamity  nor 
punish  the  offenders,  forbear  to  call  on  the  physical 
power— the  only  one  that  could  afford  them  any  re- 
lief or  protection! 


SPEECH  OP  MR.  CHOATE, 

OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Jn  Senate  of  the  United  Stales^  February  3, 1843— 
Ob  the  bill  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the  Territo- 
ry of  Oregon,  for  extending  certain  portions  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  same,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon  (which  had  been  previously 
discussed  by  Mr.  Choate  and  other  Senators)  again 
coming  up  for  consideration  on  this  day — 

Mr.  "CHOATE  spoke  nearly  as  follows: 
I  wi5>h,  sir,  before  others  resume  the  regular  dis- 
cussion of  the  measure  under  oun.sideration,  to  say 
something  upon  two  or  three  topics  in  the  speeches 
of  different  Senators  who  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  make  reply  to  what  I  urged  against  the  bill  a  few 
days  ago.  It  is  not  my  purpose  .to  debate  the  sub- 
ject at  large,  and  over  again,  nor  to  attempt  an  an- 
swer in  detail  to  any  one  of  the  able  arguments 
which  have  been  addressed  to  us.  I  objected,  and 
now  object,  to  that  provision  of  the  bill  only  which 
grants,  or  engages  to  grant,  lands  to  future  settlers 
of  the  Oregon  T  erritory.  The  provision  forms  the 
matter  of  part  of  the  first  section,  and  is  expressed 
in  these  words: 

"Provision  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  law  to  se- 
cure and  grant  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  one 
section  of  land,  to  every  white  male  inhabitant  of 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  and  upward,  who  shall  cultivate  and  use  the 
sa^me  for  five  consecutive  years,  or  to  his  heir  or 
heirs  at-law,  if  such  there  be,  in  case  of  bis  decease. 
And  to  evfiy  such  inhabitant  or  cultivator,  being  a 
married  man,  there  $hall  be  granted,  in  addition, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  the  wife  of  said 
husband,  and  the  like  quantity  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  the  father  for  each  child  under  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  may  have,  or  which  may 
be  born  within  the  five  years." 

My  objection  to  it  was,  and  is,  that  it  infringes,  or 
subjects  this  Government  to  a  specious  accusation 
of  infringing,  that  clause  in  the  existing  convention 
with  Great  Britain  which  declares  that  "any  coun- 
try that  may  be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the 
northwest  coast  of  America,  westwara  of  the  Stony 
Mountains,  shall,  together  with  the  harbors,  bavs, 
and  creeks,  and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within 
I  the  same,  be  free  and  open  to  the  vessels,  citizens, 


and  subjects  of  the  two  powers."    I  would  not  in- 
fringe tnat  convention,  because  it  is  honorable,  and 
politic  as  well  as  honorable,  to  perform  with  punc- 
tilious exactness,  and  in  liberal  measure,  all  oor  ea-' 
gagements  as  a.  nation. 

Well,  sir,  upon  one  great  point,  at  least  we  all 
concur.  Everybody  agrees  that,  if  the  bill  in- 
fringes the  convention,  it  ought  not  to  pass  without 
amendment.  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Linn,]  the  framer  of  the  bill,  and  now  and  long  the 
zealous  and  able  advocate  of  the  general  policy 
which  it  pursues,  speaking  for  all  its  friends,  agrees 
to  this.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  convention  were 
out  of  the  way,  1  do  not  know  that  it  might  not  re- 
ceive a  general  vote.  Whether  it  violates  the  con- 
vention, therefore,  or  exposes  itself  to  a  colorable 
charge  of  doing  so,  or  not,  is  the  precise  and  only 
question. 

It  is  obvious,  then,  Mr.  President,  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  matter  which  has  been  pressed  into  the 
debate  is '  irrelevant,  and  useless  to  the  actual -in- 
quiry: I  hope  that  some  of  it  may  not  prove  to  be 
mischievous  as  well  as  useless.  Right  or  wrong  in 
their  advice,  Senators  have  not  been  very  sparing  of 
it,  nor  very  successful  in  showing  us  how  it  touches 
the  immediate  deliberation.  Whether  it  would  be 
wise  or  unwise  now  to-give  the  notice  prescribed 
by  the  convention  for  terminating  it,  and  thus  set 
the  year  running,  at  the  end  of  which  it  must  ex- 
pire by  its  own  provisions;  whether  it  would  be 
wise  or  unwise,  ii  there  were  no  public  faith  in  the 
way,  to  take  military  occupation  of  the  whole  ter- 
ritory to  the  forty-ninth  degree  at  onc^  whether  it 
would  be  wise  or  unwise  to  plant  ''fifty  thousand 
rifles"  on  the  banks  of  the  Columbia,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  so  coolly  counsels— 
a  thing  more  easily  said  than  done  ->and,  like  the 
meditated  murder  in  the  great  tragedy,  not  ''done 
when  'tis  done;"  whether  it  would  be  better  still  to 
send  these  same  rifles  to  conquer  England  in  Ire- 
land, or  to  unfurl  the  standard  of  transaUaatie  Ut>- 
erty  in  the  streets  of  London  or  on  the  coast  ei 
Kent,  as  other  Senators  have  less  distinctly  recom- 
mended;— whether  any,  or  all,  or  none  of-  these 
things  inay  be  desirable  and  prudent,  nobody  pro- 
poses Hhat  we  shall  begin  by  breaking  our  word. 
Better  auspices  would  better  commence  under- 
takings so  aelicate  and  so  magnificent.  If,  as  8^- 
ators  predict,  a  war  with  England  is  to  come  so 
soon;  if  she  really  is  closing  her  vast  serpent  folds 
about  us,  and  seeking  her  moment  to  crash  as  to 
death;  if  the  black  regiments  are  organized,  and 
the  armed  steamers  are  built,  by  whicn  she  means 
to  convey  her  fatal  gift  of  revolutionary  emancipa- 
tion to  the  vulnerable  and  inflammable  South  and 
Southwest; — if  such  a  war  as  this  is  to  come  so  soon, 
how  much  more  desirable  than  ever  that  it  shall 
find  our  honor  without  a  stain !  Other  preparaUoa 
I  do  liot  undervalue;  other  armor  you  mast  for|e 
and  put  on;  but  he  who  has  this  is  clad  ^ready  *'m 
complete  steel." 

There  is  one  Question  only,  then,  and  that  the 
least  discussed  of  any  in  this  wide  debate:  Does 
the  bill,  in  its  grant,  or  promise  of  grant  of  land, 
break  the  convention^  In  other  words:  having 
agreed,  as  a  Government,  that  this  Territory  c? 
Oregon,  and  every  part  ot  it,  shall  remain  free  and 
open  to  all  the  subjects  of  England,  as  well  as  all 
the  citizens  of  our  own  country,  until  the  expira- 
tion of  twelve  months  aAer  notice  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  agreement,  can  we  now,  before  snch 
notice,  do  an  act,  as  a  Government,  intended  and 
calculated  to  exclude  the  subjects  of  England 
from  the  territory,  in  part  or  whol^  to  parcel 
it  out  into  farm.«;  to  enclose  those  farms  with 
stone  walls;  to  lay  them  down  in  grain  and 
grass;  to  vest  the  title  to  them  in  American  citizens, 
in  absolute  property,  for  the  maintenance  of  which 
against  all  the  world  the  public  treasure  and  pab- 
lic  faith  are  solemnly  engaged?  This  is  the  ques- 
tion, and  really  it  answers  Itself.  You  have 
agreed  that,  as  a  Government,  you  will  do  noth- 
ing to  prevent  this  territory,  and  every  part  of 
it,  from  being  free  and  open  to  the  subjects  of 
England,  and  to  your  own  countrymen,  nntil  the 
convention  expires.  Perhaps  you  have  agreed 
that  yon  will  take  care  that  your  citizens  ihall 
do  nothing  to  prevent  it  from  being  open.  But 
certainly  you  have  agreed  that,  as  a  Ctovemment, 
you  will  do  nothing  yourselves  to  shat  it  np.  And 
yet,  by  this  bill,  ao  you  not  do  an  act,  as  a  Gov- 
ernment, intended  and  calculated  to  close  the  ter- 
ritory, in  part  or  in  whole,  against  English  occu- 
pation and  enjoyments  Do  you  not  invite  colonists 
to  settle  on  it  by  the  promise  of  a  pe«fcet  titlel  if 
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eiough  of  them  shoald  go-r&s  enoagh  may  go,  and 
aie  inirited  by  the  bill  u>  go— to  take  ap,  fence  in, 
ploQffh  and  sow  every  acre  of  ii  on  which  a  man 
can  uve.  do  you  not  engage  to  all  of  them  fluch  a 
titlel  Do  yott  not  then  take  and  grant  the  whole 
territory,  in  cxclaaive  property  and  occupation,  to 
American  citizensl  And  is  this  to  leave  it  "free 
and  open**  to  the  subjects  of  Eoglandl  Why,  sir, 
in  five  years,  if  this  bill  produces  the  entire  effect 
for  which  its  provisions  a^e  calculated,  and  of 
which  they  are  capable,  not  an  Englishman  could 
set  his  foot  on  the  territory  for  agiicnlture,  trade, 
or  hunting.  His  entry  would  be  a  trespass  on 
American  title,  and  the  entry  of  his  Oovemment 
an  invasion  and  a  war  on  you.  I  do  not  say  that 
this  result  is  undesirable*,  tfut  I  do  say  yon  cannot 
achieve  it  till  you  have  put  an  end  to  the  conven- 
tion. You  cannot  shut  up  and  appropriate  a  ter- 
ritory, or  an  acre  of  it,  consistently  with  an  agree- 
ment to  keep  it  all  free  and  open.  Common  sense, 
common  honesty,  the  municipal  law,  the  judg- 
ments of  the  nations,  concur  in  this.  The  attempt 
is  to  reconcile  things  irreconcilable;  and  the  fifty 
thousand  rifles  of  me  Senator  from  Ohio  are  un- 
equal to  it. 

But  I  discussed  this  subject  so  much  at  large  the 
other  dagr,  that  I  will  not  pursue  it  farther.  In 
trttth,*the  only  plausible  derence  of  this  part  of  the 
bill  whitA  we  have  heard  attempted,  is,  not  that  it 
does  not  disregard  and  infringe  the  convention, 
bnt  that  England  has  set  the  example  of  disregard- 
ing and  inmnging  it,  and  therefore  we  may  do  so 
too. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  fact  is  proved,  I  accede  to  the 
inference.  If  Eng[land  puts  a  construction  upon 
the  convention  which  authorizes  the  two  (Govern- 
ments to  proceed  to  colonize  the  territory  by  in- 
dependent policy,  if  she  waives,  deserts,  and  breaks 
the  convention  m  this  behalf,  then  you  may  pass 
this  bill.  Certainly,  the  bargain  binds  both  of 
neither. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  afraid  of  being 
called  the  ieipologist  of  England  when  I  declare  that 
I  see  no  proot  at  all  that  she  violates  the  conven- 
tion, as  Fconstrue  it.  He  must  be  a  very  vulgar 
debater,  and  that  a  very  vulgar  assembly,  by 
whom  and  in  which  an  attempt  to  persuade  a  na- 
tion to  preserve  its  own  honor  by  the  argument  that 
its  great  foreign  rival  has  preserved  bis,  should  be 
stigmatized  as  an  impatriotic  apologist  for  that 
great  rival.  No  Senator  here  will  descend  to  such 
an  imputation  on  another.  I  say.  then,  I  see  no 
evidence  of  any  act  of  the  English  Gk>vemment 
which  justifies  the  act  proposed  to  us.  That  the 
convention  operates  to  ner  advantage,  and  against 
ours,  is  probably  true;  that  her  subjects  are  silently 
and  widely  occupying  the  territory,  culling  out  its 
choicest  parts,  taking  up  its  best  mill- seats,  re- 
claiming its  best  land,  and  extending  the  English 
name,  national  character,  attachments,  sympathies, 
and  connexions,  all  over  it,  forming  it  slowly  into 
another  English  colony,  may  be  true.  This  may 
make  it  quite  expedient  f.  to  terminate  the  conven- 
tion. It  may  maite  it  quite  necessary  to  assert  the 
doctrine,  that  no  possession  taken  by  an  English 
subject  during  the  existence  of  the  convention  can 
be  allowed  to  confer  title.  It  does  unquestionably 
make  it  necessary  that  a  wise  and  a  firm  and  a 
good-tempered  diplomacy  should,  without  one 
moment's  delay,  undertake  the  adjustment  of  this 

S'eat  question  of  the  Oregon.  But  what  I  sav  is, 
at  I  see  no  governmental  act  of  England  which 
breaks  the  convention.  Senators  argue  this  point 
a^eatdealtoo  much  at  lar^^e.  The  question  is, 
not  whether  the  English  aaUonal  temper  is  or  is 
not  respectful  and  friendly  toi^ards  this  country;  it 
is  not  whether  she  once  fired  into  the  Chesapeake 
frigate  in  a  time  of  peace;  not  whether  her 
ulterior  purposes  in  maintaining  so  many  lines 
of  steam- ships  are  wicked  or  charitable;  not  whether 
her  hand  is  red  with  the  blood  of  China  and  Aff- 

f;hanistan;  not  whether  she  meditates  the  gifl  of 
Iberty  to  all  the  enslaved;  not  whether  she  is  proud, 


or  couchmU.  All  these  inquiries  are  important  to 
onr  general  duties  of  statesmanship.  As  we  may 
answer  them  one  way  or  another,  we  may  have 
to  negotiate,  to  protest,  to  arm,  to  fight.  But  to  the 
deliberation  of^this  moment,  these  inquiries  are 
^vorse  than  irrelevant.  The  question  is,  Does  the 
English  C^ovemment  grant  land  in-  the  Oregon 
Tarntory  to  Enslish  subjects,  to  be  enjoyed  and 
^'waed  ex«lB8ivdy  and  adversely  to  all  the  world? 


Sir,  there  seems  to  be  no  proof  of  this  at  all.  What 
the  English  hunters  ana  traders  may  have  done, 
I  do  not  inquire.  I  look  to  the  Government;  and 
what  the  Government  has  said,  and  what  it  has 
done,  1  once  before  have  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate.  In  the  act  of  2d  July,  1821,  by  which 
the  privilege  of  hunting  and  trading  is  gi anted  to 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  are  these  words: 

*'IV.  And  whereas,  by  a  convention  entered  into 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  it  was  stipulated  and  agreed  that  any 
country  on  the  northwest  coast  oi  America,  to  the 
westward  of  the  Stony  Mountains,  should  be  free 
and  open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two 
powers  for  the  term  of  ten  yeais  from  the  date  of 
the  signature  of  that  convention: 

"Be  U  therefore  enacted^  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  author- 
ize any  body  corporate,  company,  or  person  to 
whom  his  Majesty  may  have,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  made  a  grant  or  given  a  license  of  ex- 
clusive trade  with  the  Indians  in  such  parts  of 
North  America  as  aforesaid,  to  claim  or  exercise 
any  such  exclusive  trade  within  the  limits  speci- 
fied in  the  said  article,  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion 
of  any  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  of  America 
who  may  be  engaged  in  the  said  trade :  Provided 
always.  That  no  British  subject  shall  trade  with  the 
Indians  within  such  limits,  without  such  grant  or 
license  as  is  by  this  act  required." 

This,  sir,  is  the  legislation  of  England  under  the 
convention  which  we  are  about  to  break.  I  con- 
fess I  should  regret  to  see  her  legislation,  and  the 
legislation  which  is  proposed  here,  presented  to- 
gether to  the  moral  judgment  of  the  world. 

I  have  no  more  to  say,  sir,  upon  the  expediency 
ofpassing  this  bill.  Two  belter  courses  certainly 
are  open  to  you.  Put  an  end  to  the  convention  at 
once;  and  then,  at  the  expiration  of  the  year,  pro- 
ceed to  plant  a  colony  in  the  territory.  This  is 
one  course.  But  another  is  better  siill.  Leave  all 
things  as  the^  are,  and  instantly  enter  upon  a  ne- 
gotiation which  shall  close  forevep  the  last  of  the 
questions  which  is  of  magnitude  enough  to  endan- 
ger the  peace  of  two  great  nations,  of  one  blood 
and  one  faith. 

I  desire  now,  Mr.  President,  to  say  something 
upon  two  or  three  topics  introduced  into  the  debate 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bbnton.]  To 
much  of  his  able  address  to  the  Senate  I  assent 
entirely.  To  other  portions  of  ii  I  cannot  assent; 
and  on  these  I  beg  to  submit  a  few  remarks,  with 
the  deference  which  is  due  to  him,  but  with  the 
freedom  which  is  due  to  the  Senate  from  every 
Senator. 

I  understood  the  honorably  Senator  to  remind 
you,  that  some  time  since  the  Senate,  upon  his  mo- 
tion, made  a  call  upon  the  President  to  apprize 
thiisbody  what  were  those  "informal  commimica- 
tions'*  which,  in  his  message  transmitting  the  re- 
cent treaty  for  our  approval,  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  Presideiit  says  bed  been  had  with  the 
British  minister  upon  the  spbject  of  the  Territory 
of  the  Oregon;  and  that  to  this  call  the  President 
replied,  that  the  information  sought  for  could  not 
be  given  without  detriment  to  the  public  interest. 
The  honorable  Senator  then  proceeded  to  declare 
that,  in  his  opinion,  this  reply  was  not  true,  and 
was  not  sincere;  and  that  it  was  designed  to  con- 
ceal the  real  reason  far  not  answering  the  call; 
which  was,  that  the  disclosure  of  the  "informal 
communications"  would  disgrace  the  American 
negotiator,  by  showing  that  he  had  offered  to  draw 
a  line  of  boundary  south  of  the  parallel  of  forty- 
nine. 

Now,  sir,  in  so  far  as  the  honorable  Senator  con- 
fined himself  to  a  denial  that  the  public  interest 
would  suffer  by  a  revelation  of  this  matter,  and  to 
an  argument  to  prove  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
given,  I  have  little  to  say.  I  may  be  permitted — the 
youngest  and  least  experienced  of  4nis  body,  reply. 
]if|:  to  one  of  its  oldest,  most  experienced,  and  most 
distinguished  members— to  suggest  a  doubt  whether 
such  a  commentary  on  such  a  communication  from 
the  Executive  Government  has  been  usual,  and 
even  whether  it  was  ever  made  before.  I  had 
thought  that  a  politic  decorum  had  established  the 
practice  of  receiving  such  communications  from 
such  a  source  a^  absolute  truth.  I  had  supposed 
that  the  indispensable  intercourse  of  the  de^  art- 
men  ts  of  Government,  their  respective  con- 
stitutional functions,  independence,  and  responsi- 
bilities, all  required  this. 

But,  sir,  if  it  may  be  considered  and  discussed 
35  an  opoi  question,  whether  the  President  has 


told  us  the  truth,  and  whether  his  opinion  that  the 
public  interests  required  these  ^communications  to 
t>e  withheld  is  a  well-founded  one  or  not,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  say  that  I  cannot  doubt  for  a. mo- 
ment that  the  Executive  determination  was  both 
sincere  and  discreet.  How  could  we  have  expected 
beforehand  any  other  answer?  Why,  sir,  the 
business  of  the  Oregon  is  at  this  moment  the  sub« 
ject  of  actual  negotiation  between  the  Govern- 
ments. It  has  been  so  for  years.  In  his  message 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,the  Presiident  declares  his  purpos^e  to  be 
to  conclude  an  early  settlement  of  it,  if  practica- 
ble. Such  is  my  inference  from  his  language.  In 
this  posture  of  our  afiairs,  so  important  and  deli- 
cate, would  it  be  a  usual  and  a  sensible  proceeding, 
or  a  strange  and  impolitic  one,  to  publish  to  the 
world  from  day  to  day  the  informal  conversa- 
tions of  the  representatives  of  the  two  powers? 
Was  such  a  thing  ever  heard  of?  The  honorable 
Senator  says  that  our  claim  to  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory is,  and  always  was,  a  uniform  and  decided 
one,  never  shifting,  never  timid;  and  that  there  is 
nothin«  at  afl  to  be  concealed.  Well,  sir,  and 
what  thenl  '  So  was  our  claim  in  the  Northeast  a 
uniform  and  confident  claim.  So  always  has  been 
oar  claim  upon  the  great  subjects  of  impressment 
and  the  right  of  search;  but  when  these  claims,  or 
any  claims,  or  any  subjects,  become  matters  of  ac- 
tual controversy,  and  are  brought  within  the  prov- 
ince of  diplomacy,  do  not  the  law,  and  the  usage, 
and  the  immemoriarexjytiiences  of  diplomatic 
treatment  apply  to  them;  and  are  they  not  to  be 
discussed  and  put  in  shape  for  adjustment  accord- 
ing to  the  custpmary  course  of  diplomacy? 

Let  me  remind  you  that  there  may  be  reasons  for 
at  least  the  uaual  prudence  of  secrecy,  urgently' 
and  peculiarly  applicable  to  this  question.  Re- 
member that,  accordiiig  fo  the  theory  of  England 
upon  the  subject,  it  is  a  question  to  which  not  she 
and  we  alone,  but  we  and  the  whole  world  are 
parties.  She  asserts  no  title  in  herself,  but  alleges 
that  it  belongs  to  all  the  nations.  If  so.  all  of 
them—- except  Russia,  Spain,  and  France,  who  may 
be  thought  to  have  quitclaimed — all  the  other  na- 
tions are  parties;  and  then  England  and  this  Gov- 
ernment are  in  truth  meditating  an  arrangement 
excluding  all  the  rest,  and  appropriating  the  whole 
to  themselves.  Under  any  possible  principle  of 
adjustment,  they  would  hardly  be  expected  to  re- 
veal the  whole  course  of  love  from  day  to  day, 
running  smooth  or  broken,  in  the  presses  of  *Lon- 
don  and  Washington. 

But,  sir,  it  was  not  this  which  I  proposed  to 
say.  I  desired  chiefly  to  assure  the  Senator  and 
the  Senate  that  the  apprehension  intimated  by  him, 
that  adiscla^^ure  of  these  informal  communications 
would  disgrace  the  American  Secretary,  by  show- 
ing that  he  had  offered  a  boundary  line  south  of 
the  parallel  of  forty-nine,  is  totally  unfounded. 
He  would  be  glad  to  hear  me  say  that  I  am  au- 
thorized and  desired  to  declare,  that  in  no  commu- 
nication, formal  or  informal,  was  such  an  offer 
made,  and  that  none  such  was  ever  meditated. 

The  honorable  Senator  complains  of  the  treaty 
of  last  summer,  for  not  seUling  this  question  of  the 
Oregon.  It  is  one  of  its  great  sins  of  omission 
which  he  charges,  as  he  has  done  more  than  once 
before. 

Let  me  say,  sir,  (what  I  need  scarcely  to  say,)  that 
this  forms  no  objection  to  the  treaty,  which  does  not 
lie  against  our  whole  past  series  of  diplomacy. 
Always  this  question  of  the  Oregon  has  borne  ex- 
actly the  same  relation  to  all  our  questions  with 
England  that  it  bore  last  summer.  Always  it  has 
been  thought  important  enough  to  be>  discussed 
with  other  sulnects,  and  never  has  it  been  quite 
matured  for  adjustment,  and  never  thought  quite 
so  important  as  to  hinder  the  adjustment  of  other 
questions  which  were  matured.  How  many  trea- 
ties have  you  made  with  England^how  much  dip- 
lomatic conversation  have  you  had  with  her,  since 
Captain  Grav  discovered  and  named  the  Colum- 
bia river?  And  yet,  through  the  whole  series — in 
1807,  1814,  1816,  1818,  and  18-26— in  the  adminis- 
trations  of  both  the  last  President^  always  there 
has  been  one  course  and  one  result  with  this  sub- 
ject. It  has  been  treated  of;  formal  and  informal 
communications  have  been  held  on  it;  it  has  been 
found  to  be  unripe  for  settlement;  and  it  has  been 
found  to  be,  or  believed  to  be,  not  difficult  enough, 
OF  not  pressing  enough,  to  delay  or  alter  the  settle- 
ment of  riper  and  more  pressing  elements  of  con- 
tention. There  are,  and  have  always  been,  two  rea- 
sons for  this  posture  and  this  fate  of  the  Oregon 
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?[ne9tion.  It  stands,  in  the  first  place,  gd.  totally  dif- 
^reat  groaods  from  the  question  of  the  Northeast 
em  boundary.  To  that,  England  and  this  Govern- 
niont  were  clearly  the  only  parties.  That  each 
owned,  exclusively  of  all  the  world,  up  to  the  true 
line,  was  certain.  Where  that  line  was,  depended 
ufi^o  nothing  bnt  the  meaning  of  a  contract  wriuen 
by  the  parlies  themselves.  But  in  the  Oregon 
qufli^tioo,  the  nations  oft  he  whole  world  have  color 
o£  interest.  England  claims  for  them  all.  Except- 
ing France,  Spain,  and  Russia,  she  initists  that  they 
aU  nujst  be  parties  to  that  great  bill  in  chancery, 
by  which  this  controversy  of  empire  shall  be  finally 
composed.  But,  besides  this,  ^he  controversy  it- 
self turns  on  noatier  altogether  its  own.  It  in- 
volves the  loftiest  and  most  shadowy  speculations 
of  internau'onal  law.  It  lies  among  the  very  apices 
juris — the  Alpine  heights—the /ra9Meen/i«n^i/i«5  of 
t  h«t  department  of  thought.  Discovery  as  a  ground 
of  titlej  its  nature,  and  limitations,  and  extent;  with 
which  party  is  the  fact  of  first  discovery;  what 
occupation  must  follow  to  ripen  and  define  it;  the 
effect  oi  interior  contiguous  possession;  the  meaning 
of  the  old  EngH&h  charters,  the  Mootk^Sound  con- 
vention, and  what  not; — these  are  the  Oregon  topics, 
and  happy  is  the  negotiator  who  shall  weigh  tnem 
out,  anci  equalize  and  settle  them  without,  like  the 
Gaul,  putting  his  sword  into  the  scale  I 

The  other  circumstance  which  has  always  held 
the  Oregon  question  in  a  state  of  partial  insulation, 
applied  with  peculiar  force  to  the  time  when  this 
treaty  was  made.  Th^ Northeastern  boundary 
line  required  immediate  adjustment;  the  title  to 
Oregon  might  rest  to  be  tried  in  its  order  on  the 
docket.  Here,  in  the  Northeastern  and  in  the  North 
was  a  line  running  3,^00  miles,  between  populous 
States  and  populous  Provinces.  Ii  was  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles  an  unsettled  line.  Excited  and  nu- 
merous commimities  of  two  different  nations'  were 
fiercely  disputing  where  it  was.  Men  stood  fa- 
cing each  other  with  guns  on  their  shoulders,  sepa- 
rated by  fordable  rivers  thirty  yards  wide.  The 
dischargeof  one  single  musket  would  have  brought 
on  a  war,  whose  fires  would  have  encircled  the 
world.  Did  not  the  exigent  circumstances  of  the 
hour — did  not  the  ancient  and  uniform  policy  of 
the  Government  require  that  this  controversy 
should  be  settled  at  once,  leaving  the  distant  desert 
for  a  space  to  take  care  of  itselH 

I  was  hurt,  therefore,  sir,  to  hear  it  intimated 
that  a  Northern  negotiator  had  neglected  and  ex- 
cluded the  Oregon,  because  it  was  a  Western  ques- 
tion. You  see  why  it  was  neglected,  and  why  it 
was  excludedj  and  you  see  that  it  was  a  wise  diplo- 
macy, wheresoever  its  author  was  rocked  in  his 
cradle.  But  iiow  long  is  it,  sir,  that  this  has  been 
a  Western  question,  I  should  like  to  knowl  Is  it 
any  more  a  Western  question  than  the  China  mis- 
sion, or  the  Sandwich  Island  mission  is  a  Western 
ques:ion1  Did  not  the  East  discover  the  terri* 
tory  and  its  great  riverl  Do  you  not  found  your 
title  upon  the  log-book  of  Captain  Gray's  good  ship 
Columbia,  of  Boston?  Was  it  not  a  Massachusetts 
man  (Captain  Wyeth)  who  first  attempted  to  open 
a  direct  trade  to  it  by  sea*}  Was  not  Astoria  set- 
tled from  the  East?  Have  you  not  upon  your  table 
more  memorials  from  New  York  and  Boston  than 
from  all  the  Union  beside,  soliciting  your  atten- 
tion to  this  Jnter&sti  Will  not  the  Nantucket  and 
New  Bedford  whalemen  go  there  to  rest,  among  his 
own  countrymen  and  kindred,  tired  out  with  the 
chase  of  his  gigantic  gamel  Will  it  not  be  the  uni- 
versal Yankee  nation  by  whom  that  great  valley  of 
the  tranquil  sea  shall  be  filled?  and  will  they  not, 
one  and  all,  as  the  day  of  annual  thanksgiving 
comes  round,  pause  to  trace  their  line  with  tears  of 
gratitude  and  pride  to  the  Plymouth  Rock?  Sir, 
It  is  no  Western  question. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator  discerns  a  great 
deal  or  mischief  in  settling  part  of  our  differences 
with  England  at  a  time,  leaving  others  open.  He 
perceives  it  to  be  a  master-stroke  of  hers,  and  a 
capital  blunder  of  yours,  to  determine  the  t>oundary 
line  of  the  Northern  States  and  the  free  States, 
without  adjusting  the  questions  which  pertain 
more  immediately  and  exclusively  to  the  West  and 
South. 

Sir,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  comj^ehend  the  point  of 
his  complaint. 

Did  not  President  Jackson  vehemently  desire  to 
settle  this  question  of  Northeastern  boundary  by 
itself!  Did  he  not  offer  to  Maine  more  than  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  to  seule  it  by  itsdf,  according  to  the 
Kineof  the  Netherlands'  award?  Sir,  we  all  know 
that  he  did.    He,  whose  well-appreciated  qualities 


and  services,  and  well-eai^Md  fame,  enabied  hjm 
to  despisa  the  vulgar  clamor  about  the  fear  of  Bng- 
land,— he,  and  all  thepublic  men  who  formed  and 
stood  round  his  Administration,  (including,  as  I  had 
supposed,  the  honorable  Senator  himBeli,)  thought 
it  clear  gain — a  measure  of  undoubted  expediency, 

^  as  far  as  it  went,  to  settle*  one  great  question  at  a 
lime.  Why,  he  woald  k»Fe  thooghi  it  about  as  ab- 
surd to  keep  all  open,  becanse  all  eotild  not  be  ad- 
justed instantly  and  together,  as  to  refuse,  if  such 
an  offer  ooold  be  sapfuard  to  be  made  to  man,  to 
have  any  one  of  the  great  diaeaaea  by  which  the 
human  race  is  wasted  awav,  extirpated,  until  all 
diseases  could  be  extirpaied— holding  on  to  small- 
pox till  you  know  how  cholera  and  yellow  fever  ara 
to  be  disposed  of! 

And  pray,  sir,  what  advanlage  does  England 
gain  over  us  by  the  adjustBoent  of  this  portion  of 
your  differences  with  her?  The  honorable  Sena* 
tor  argnes  that  she  is  preparing  for  war  with  yon. 
She  is  preparing  for  immediate  war.  Released 
from  Cnina  and  from  Affghanistav,  she  is  in  the 
very  act  of  liAing  her  blood-red  hand  against  your 
life.    The  beard  is  gT<»wB  alieadyt  he  thinks,  on 

'  the  chin  of  the  hero  who  is  to  turn  back  the  dark 
tide  of  that  war  upon  her  own  coast,  and  conquer 
Oregon  in  the  streets  of  London. 

Well,  sir,  if  England  is  going  to  war  with  you 
so  soon,  what  good  is  this  settlement  of  the  North- 
eastern line  to  do  her?  I  have  heard  of  Govern- 
ments which,  meditating  a  war  with  one  nation, 
prepared  for  it  bv  adjusting  their  differences  with 
other  nations;  inus  securing  their  friendship  or 
their  neutrality.  But  does  England  expect  to  get, 
by  a  treaty  of  peace  made  this  year,  a  war  next 
year,  with  one  half  only  of  the  peoplaand  States  of 
this  Union?  Does  she  suppose  she  has  given  the 
East,  and  the  great  central  mass,  so  satisfactory  a 
boundary  line,  that  they  will  He  down  behind  it,  and 
leave  the  South  and  West  to  fight  her  alone?  Do 
you  not  know  that  if  one  drop  ot  blood  is  shed  on 
the  Columbia  river,  or  one  regiment  (black  or 
white)  landed  in  Mississippi,  th»  line  would  be  on 
fire— one  long  chain  of  fire — ^instantaneously,  from 
the  St.  Croix  to  the  Rocky  Mountains?  Would 
this  treaty  hinder  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Yer- 
raont,  New  York,  Michigan,  from  walking  over 
it,  without  knowing  or  caring  where  it  is?  Would 
this  treaty,  or  any  treaty,  or  anything,  keep  the 
commercial  East  out  of  your  Southern  and  West- 
em  war?  Whjr,  sir,  all  war— all  war  of  America 
with  England — is  a  war  directly  and  chiefly  on  the 
Eastern  Atlantic  States.  Necessity,  interest,  not 
less  than  patriotism,  compel  them  into  participation 
in  it.  Every  merchant  ship,  every  fishing  crafl 
that  is  driven  from  the  sea,  sends  a  gallant  crew  to 
the  gun  deck,  and  ensures  other  laurels  to  the  brows 
of  other  Decaturs,  and  Hulls,  and  Perirs.  So  it 
was  in  the  last  war.  Hunted  from  the  Grand 
Banks,  the  fishermen  of  Marblehead  rallied  to  the 
radiant  flag  of  the  Constitution;  and,  in  half  an 
hour,  broke  forever  the*spell  of  English  invincibil- 
ity on  the  sea.  Such  men  are  not  long  in  learning 
their  new  profession.  I  was  told  this  story  by  a  dis- 
tinguished officer  in  the  navy — the  first  lieutenant 
of  tnat  frigate  at  the  time  when  she  captured  the 
Guerriere:  During  the  action,  .the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  divisions  observed  that  the  firing 
of  his  guns  had  ceased  for  a  short  time,  and  in- 
quired of  a  sailor  the  reason.  "Sir,  (said  he,)  there 
is  so  much  smoke,  we  cannot  secj  and  we  are  wait- 
ing for  it  to  clear  up.  It  is  a  pity  to  throw  away 
our  shot."  This  from  a  fine  young  fellow  of  twen* 
ty,  or  thereabouts,  who  had  never  seen  fire  before  in 
his  life ! 

No,  Mr.  President:  while  I  could  wish,  un- 
doubtedly, that  this  treaty  had  settled  everything,  I 
deny  that  it  composes  the  slightest  objection  to  it, 
of  a  positive  nature,  that  it  does  not  settle  every- 
thing. What  is  done  is  altogether  good.  What  is 
done  is  not  the  worse  for  what  is  not  done.  The 
chances  of  the  continuance  of  peace  are  heighten- 
ed. The  hazards  of  war  are  diminished.  The 
entire  mass  and  aggregate  of  our  relations  with 
England  is  disembarrai^ed,  and,  if  I  may  so  say, 
dulcified.  What  is  done  makes  it  easier  to  do  all 
the  rest.  It  sweetens  the  temper  of  the  parties :  it 
purifies  the  vision:  it  calms  the  passions;  it  con- 
firms the  purpose  of  the  wise  and  good  of  both  na- 
tions to  be  forever  at  peace  with  one  another,  and 
to  put  away  forever  all  war  from  the  kindred  races 
— war,  the  most  ridiculous  of  blunders,  the  most 
tiemendous  of  crimes,  the  most  comprehensive  of 
evils. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  assaila  the  treaty 


for  what  ha  ealls  its  sios  ,o€ 
it  all  with  hate  tmappeaaabia,  he  ehidlj^  be«tow» 
his  indignation  on  tw^o  great  ooacassioBS  wlu^ke 
saiys  it)  makea  to  England.  -  The  firM  gives  tfwmpft 
strip  of  mcrtinuin  territory,  some  tight  or  ti»  muea ' 
wide,  and  one  hundred  a»d  ten  milea  lote,  on  lh» 
American  side  of  the  King  of  tka  NatMrlatt4»^ 
line.  The  other  changes  an  impoita&t  potttoa  of 
the  boindary  line  west  of  Lake  Svperi^r,  at»4  be-  - 
tweenthat  lake  and  the  fUdoylake}  reniotfes  IKar 
south  of  its  true  and  ancient  coavee;  gf^es-t^  Bag- 
land  the  old,  cwtomarv,  and  beet  roate  fram  Lake 
Superior  towarcs  the  Northwest,  together  w^  liPro 
hoBdred  thousand  acres  of  rock  and  watet,  eaHed 
Hunter's  island,  and  admits  her  travelling  tradei* 
to  a  common  nse  of  all  the  portages  upon  tht^^aHF 
line  of  boundary  actually  established.  Thcaeapn- 
cessiona  (m  he  caUa  them)  he  asaaits  vebemenrty 
and  bitterly.  Part  of  th«m  he  has  aasail#d  beAie; 
aU  of  them  he  declares  his  purpose  to  a«ail  again. 
Ha  only  regrets,  he  tells  us,  that  thisseasloik  is  ten 
short  for  what  he  has  to  say;  bnt  conaolei  hixmuHf 
wHh  the  hope  that  the  forty  speeches  wiiidk  be 
means  to  make  upon  the  sul^t  at  the  next  fioa 
may  convey  to  the  country  some  faint  and  ditti  im» 
pression  of^  its  inexpres^lde  importanee  and  enor- 
mities. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  nry  purpose  to  engage  in 
a  general  examination  ana  defence  of  this  treaty. 
Regularly,  the  subject  is  not  before  us.  BiUs  there 
are,  here  or  in  the  other  House,  making  appropri- 
ations to  execute  it,  ox^  which  it  must  be  debated. 
I  would  rather  reserve  myself  to  that  oecasion.  Be- 
sides, sir,  why  should  1,  or  why  should  any  one, 
assume  the  defence  of  a  treaty,  here  in  this  body, 
which  but  fust  now,  on  the  amplest  consideration, 
in  the  confidence  and  calmness  of  executive  se^ 
sion,  was  approved  by  a  vote  so  deciFivet  Sir,  the 
country,  by  a  vote  far  more  decisive,  in  a  proportion 
vvy  far  beyond  thirty-nine  to  nine,  has  approved 
your  approval.  Some  there  are — some  few,  (I 
speak  not  now  of  any  member  of  this  Senate,) 
restless,  selfish^  reckless,  "the  cankers  of  a  calm 
world  and  a  long  peace,^  pining  with  thirst  of  no- 
toriety, slaves  to  their  httred  of  Bngkuid— to  vliom 
the  treaty  is  distasteful;  to  whom  any  treaty,  and 
all  things  bat  the  glare  and  clamor,  the  vain  pen» 
and  hollow  circumstance,  the  toil,  and  agony,  ana 
inadequate  results,  of  war— all  bat  these,  would  be 
distasteful  and  dreary.  But  the  country  is  with 
you  in  this  act  of  wisdom  and  glory :  its  intelli- 
gence, its  morality,  its  labor— its  good  men,  itscaol 
men,  the  thouehtful,  the  philanthropte,  the  discreet, 
the  masses— the  farmer  in  his  field,  the  mechanic 
in  his  shop,  the  merchant  in  his  counting-room,  the 
fisherman  on  the  deck  of  his  night^fonndered  skii^ 
— are  all  with  you. 

It  would  be  quite  superfluous,  therefore,  here  or 
anywhere,  to  defend  an- act  on  which  the  poUie 
judgment  of  approval  has  been  pronounced  with  a 
voice  so  decisive.  Let  me,  however,  sir.  befiDre 
attending  to  the  particular  objections  of  toe  hon« 
orable  Senator,  submit  a  view  or  two  of  the  gen* 
eral  character  and  merits  of  tht  treaty  as  a  treaty 
of  boundary. 

Consider  fintt,  sir,  thai,  by  concession  of  every- 
body, it  is  a  better  treaty  than  the  administration  oi 
President  Jackson  would  have  most  eagerly  eoo* 
eluded.  You  all  know,  and  the  country  knoviL 
that  that  eminent  person,  and  his  constitutional  and 
unconstitutional  advisers,  (if  such  he  had,)  witbom 
exception,  desired  to  adopt  the  line  settled  by  the 
award  of  the  Kine  of  Holland.  Yea,  sir,  ahhoogk 
that  award  pretended  to  adjust  nothing  bat  the  ex- 
treme and  mere  Northeastern  question — although 
it  touched  no  part  of  ^he  line  west  of  Lake  Cham* 
plain — although  it  gave  away  one  hundred  tlioii-> 
sand  acres  of  New  Hampshire,  left  to  Canada  a 
strip  of  fifly-seven  thousand  acres  which  tkh  treaty 
secures  to  Vermont  and  New  York,  and  admitted 
you  to  no  rights  of  navigation  in  the  Sl  John— he 
and  they  preferred  such  a  settlement  to  none;  and 
there  were  offered  to  Maine  alone  a  million  and  a 
onarter  acres  of  land,  estimated  to  be  worth  mora 
than  a  million  of  dollars,  to  procare  her  assent 
to  it. 

Well,  sir,  the  treaty  of  Washington  makes  a 
better  settlement  than  that.  Such  is  the  jadgment 
of  Maine  herself.  Although  she  receives  from 
the  General  Government,  under  the  treaiy,  ncariy 
a  million  of  doUareless  than  she  might  hawa  had 
for  assenting  to  the  award,- her  sagnmf  prefers  the 
treaty  to  the  award.  She  had  the  offtr  of  the  ad« 
justment  proposed  by  the  award,  &mitkg  the 
dency  of  the  negotiation  in  this  ci^  ~ 
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and  she  promptly  lejected  it.  A  friend  has  this  mo-; 
meat  referred  me  to  the  report  jast  made  by  her 
oommissioDers  to  her  Legislature,  from  which  I 
read  a  passage: 

"Secondly.  Wc  were  given  to  understand  that 
it  was  not  yet  too  late  to  adopt,  ratify,  and  confirm 
the  line  recommended  by  the  arbiter,  and  settle  the 
coatroyeray  in  that  way.    In  reference  to  such  a 

{»ropo8ition,  we  suggested  on  our  part  that,  if  the 
imited  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  St.  John  could 
be  conceded  as  an  equivalent,  we  might  bring  our- 
selves, perhap,  to  assent  to  it — particularly  if  we 
could  mntttftlly  agree  upon  a  modification  of  that 
line.  But  every  suggestion  on  our  part,  as  to  mod- 
ifying and  narrowing  the  bounds,  and  as  to  equiv- 
alents, was  met  by  a  prompt  and  decided  negative. 
If  we  acceded  to  that  line,  it  could  only  be  on  the 
basis  of  the  award,  simply  and  purely,  and  with- 
out any  equivalent.  Would,  then,  the  commis- 
sioners of  Maine  be  justified  by  their  fellQw-citi- 
zens  in  assenting,  in  behalf  of  the  State^  at  this 
late  dav,  to  a  ratification  of  the  award  of  ine  King 
of  the  Netherlands?  More  than  ten  years  ago^  the 
Legislature  of  Maine  repeatedly  and  soleirinly 
nrotested  against  the  ratification  of  that  award. 
It  even  refused  to  trust,  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  the  discre- 
tionary power  of  ratifying  it,  although,  in  case  of 
Its  eventual  ratification,  Maine  would  have  realized, 
as  an  indenmity.  more  than  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  avoiaed  ail  the  expense  and  border 
troubles  to  which  the  controversy  has  since  given 
occasion.  The  views  of  the  Legislature,  so  re- 
peatedly expressed,  were  opposed  to  any  assent  on 
the  part  of  its  agents.  The  spirit  of  the  resolves 
under  which  we  derived  our  authority  was  op- 
posed to  it.  Considering  the  course  which  the 
Legislature  and  Executive  of  Maine  have  pur- 
sum  in  regard  to  this  matter,  the  acceptance  of 
such  a  proposition  wais  out  of  the  question.  To 
have  acceded  to  it,  would  have  been,  in  our  opin- 
ion, to  disre|;ard  the  itiC6rest  of  the  State,  and 
to  trifle  with  its  character  and  honor*" 

Bir,  the  judgment  of  Maine  on  the  comparative 
merits  of  these  two  arrangements  is  conclusive. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  paity  having  immeasura- 
bly the  deepest  interest  m  the  matter,  and  the  best 
means  of  understanding  it. 

For  years,  the  whole  public  mind  of  the  State 
has  been  directed  to  the  subject.  If  the  navigation 
of  the  St.  John  is  worth  anything,  or  worth  noth- 
ing, she  knows  it.  If  she  needs  this  strip  of  moun- 
tain land,  to  shelter  her  giant  limbs  behind,  she 
knows  that  also.  She  is  patriotic,  as  well  as  at- 
tentive to  herself;  and  I  disparage  nobody  when  I 
(ay  that,  on  all  pkrts  and  all  aspects  of  tnis  ques- 
tion— national  or  State,  militarv  or  industrial — her 
opinion  is  worth  that  of  the  whol^  country  beside. 

Consider,  in  the  next  place,  that  in  a  broad  and 
obvious  view  of  this  lone  and  celebrated  contro- 
versy of  boundary,  the  whole  civilized  world  will 
pronounce  it  terminated  honorably  to  you.  The 
smaller  details  of  the  arrangement,  the  world,  his- 
tory will  never  know,'  or  will  speedily  forget. 
The  glory  or  the  shame  of  the  general  result  will 
abide,  and  will  form  a  partof  the  wide  and  irresisti- 
ble opinion  pronounced  for  ages  upon  your  acts  and 
your  character.  Look,  then,  at  the  larger  aspect 
of  the  dispute  and  the  settlement.  Here  has  been 
for  half  a  ceniarv  a  contention  with  England 
about  a  territory  of  twelve  thousand  square  miles, 
or  seven  and  a  half  millions  of  acres.  She  has 
claimed  it  all;  we  have  claimed  it  all.  Like  all 
the'coDtroversies  of  nations,  it  has  been  conducted 
on  the  high  places,  and  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 
Like  all  such  controvecsieis,  it  has  involved  an  ap- 
peal to  the  judgment  of  civilization.  England,  a 
monarchy — a  European  monarchy — the  first  pow- 
er of  the  first  class  of  powers,  near  to  the  great 
sources  of  public  opinion,  and,  by  her  press,  her 
diplomacy,  and  her  universal  intercoursej  almost 
omnipotent  to  mould  that  opinionr— England  has 
pronounced  our  claim  groundless  and  insincere. 
We,  a  republic,  at  a  distance,  have  been  heard  in- 
credulously to  assert  its  validity  audits  good  faith. 
And  what  now  does  the  world  seel  An  adjustment 
by  a  special  minister  at  Washington,  by  which 
four  filths  in  value  of  the  whole  subject  in  contro- 
versy is  lefl  to  you  as  your  own,  and  by  which,  for 
that  ooe-fiflh  which  she  desires  to  possess,  she 
pays  you,  over  apd  over,  in  national  equivalents — 
imperial  equivalents — such  as  a  nation  may  give, 
such  as  a  nation  may  receive,  satisfactory  to  your 
interests,  soothing  to  yotir  honor— the  navigation 
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of  the  St.  John,  a  hundred  thousand  acres  in  New 
Hampshire,  fifty  thousand  acres  in  Vermoiil  and 
New  York,  the  point  of  land  commanding  the  great 
militarv  wa]jr  to  and  from  Canada  by  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  the  fair  and  fertile  island  of  St.  George,  the 
surrender  of  a  pertinacious  pretension  to  four  mil- 
lions of  acres  westward  of  Lake  Superior !  Bir,  I 
will  not  say  that  this  adjustment  admits,  or  was  de- 
signed to  admit,  that  your  title  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  controversy  was  perfect  and  indisputable. 
I  will  not  do  so  much  injustice  to  the  accomplished 
and  excellent  person  who  represented  the  modera- 
tion and  the  good  sense  of  the  English  people  and 
Government  in  this  negotiation.  I  cannot  adopt,  even 
for  the  defence  of  a  treaty  which  I  so  much  approve, 
the  language  of  a  writer  in  the  London  Morning 
Chronicle  of  September  last,  fand  who  has  been 
said  to  be  Lord  Palmerston;)  which  over  and  over 
asserts  that  the  adjustment  "virtually  acknowledges 
the  American  claim  to  the  whole  of  the  disputed 
territory,"  and  that  ''it  gives  England  no  share  at 
all— ab^lutely  none;  for  the  capitulation  virtually 
and  practically  yields  up  the  whole  territory  to  the 
United  States,  and  then  brings  back  a  small  part  of 
it  iu  exchange  for  the  right  of  navigating:  tne  St. 
John."  I  will  not  sajr  this.  But  I  say^  the  treaty 
admits  the  substantial  justice  of  your  g^eneral 
claim.  *lt  admits  that,  in  its  utmgst  extent,  it  was 
plausible,  formidable,  and  made  in  pure  good  faith. 
It  adjudges  to  you  the  possession  of  four-fifihs  as 
iuiiispntably  your  own;  and,  as  considerations  of 
policy  made  the  possession  of  the  rest  desirable  to 
£Bffland,  suppressing  the  question  on  the  mere 
right,  she  pays  you  for  it  as  nations  pay  to  their 
equals,  "in  all  love  and  honor."  And  how  will  the 
world  reason  on  this  matterl  Will  it  not  say, 
"Why,  America  was  right,  after  all;  the  proudest 
and  most  powerful  of  the  nations  substantially  hM 
admitted  that  she  was  right:  the  fair  republic, 
'throned  \ij  the  West,'  has  not  oeen  rapacious,  has 
not  made  false  claim  and  false  clamor;  she  has 
asserted  her  own,  and  she  has  obtained  her  own." 

Satisfied,  sir,  with  this  general  aspect  of  the  con- 
troversy aitd  the  adjustment,  I  do  not  propose  to 
spend  time  in  inquiring  whether  the  equivalents 
we  get  for  ihe  one- fifth  we  concede  are  worth  what 
they  cost  us  exactly  in  federal  money.  It  is  enough 
that  they  are  given  as  equivalents,  eo  nomine^  on 
purpose  to  soothe  and  save  the  point  of  honor,  and 
that  their  intrinsical  and  their  comparative  value 
is  such  that  you  may  accept  them  as  equivalents 
without  reproach  to  vour  judgment,  or  yonr  firm- 
ness, or  your  good  laith.  And  yet  I  cannot  feel  a 
shadow  of  douoi  that  what  we  receive  is  compen- 
sation over  and  over  again  for  what  we  concede. 
Lift  aloft  to  the  sky  the  vast  scales  in  which  such 
values  may  be  weighed,  and  try  by  the  maxims  of 
imperial  traffic  the  acquisitions  df  England  against 
the  acquisitions  of  America !  To  begin  with  yours. 
There  is  the  navigation  of  the  St  John.  Nobcxiy 
disputes  the  value  of  this  concession;  but  it  is  said 
to  be  a  concession  to  Maine  only.  Not  at  all,  sir — 
not  at  all.  It  is  a  concession  to  the  whole  country,  to 
commerce,  to  the  mercantile  marine,  to  tonnage,  to 
trade,  "as  far  as  winds  blow  or  waters  roll."  It  is 
#dd  that,  by  the  laws  of  nations^  we  were  entitled  to 
it.  Ay;  but  did  the  law  of  nations  give  it  to  youl 
No  more  than  honor,  in  Falslafi^s  catechism,  sets 
broken  bones.  England,  till  now,  has  laughed  at 
the  claim  on  the  law  of  nations;  she  laughs  at  it 
now.  ^She  has  given  it  as  an  equivalent  of  inap- 
preciable value,  opening  to  the  primeval  forests, 
virgin  soil,  and  hardy  enterprise  of  Maine  an  am- 
ple path  to  the  sea,  as  an  equivalent  in  part  for 
what  she  receives  of  the  territory  in  dispute.  Ask 
the  people  of  Maine  what  they  would  take  for  this 
equivalent. 

Then,  sir,  there  are  one  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  New  Hampshire  to  which  England  surrenders 
her  pretensions  forever.  I  know,  or  I  believe,  the 
pretension  wa«  groundless;  and  yet  the  award  of 
the  King  of  Holland  gave  it  away  from  you.  There 
is  that  long  margin  of  fifty-seven  thousand  acres  in 
Vermont  and  New  York.  It  belonged  to  Canada, 
according  to  the  true  line  of  boundarv,  as  much  as 
duebec;  an  American  population  had[  settled  it  un- 
der mistake;  and  by  this  treaty  they  retain  it,  and 
retain  their  country  too.  There  is  the  imponant 
island  of  St.  George,  lying  in  the  water  communi- 
cation between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior, 
containing  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  acres  of 
fertile  land;  and  thereistbe  final  surrender  of  a  lotfg 
unsettled  claim  of  England  to  a  southern  boundary, 
and  to  four  millions  of  acres  of  land  west  of  Lake 
J  Superior.    Abore  all^  there  ia  Rowe's  Poini|  at  the 


I 


northern  end  of  Lake  Champlain.  It  it  on  the  Ca- 
ntidian  side  of  the  line;  nobody  now  dispates  this. 
We  had  fortified  it  formerly,  under  an  ernmeous 
supposition  that  it  was  on  the  American  side;  and 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calboun] 
reminded  vou  of  the  deep  regret  and  apprehension 
with  which  military  men  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment (over  which  he  then  presided)  heard  of  the 
ascertainment  of  the  error.  This  treaty  makes  it 
yours.  I  need  not  tell  you  wh^t  it  is  worth*  It  is 
far  the  most '  important  military  position  on  the 
whole  line  from  the  mouth  o(  the  St.  Croix  to  the 
Rocky  Moimtains.  Commanding  the  onjy  access 
to  invasion  from  Canada,  the  old  militacy  path 
along  which  came  the  glittering  host  of  Burgo^ne, 
the  fleetof  Downie,  and  the  armv  of  Prevost,  wmd- 
ing  across  the  calm  waters  of  Adacdonou^h's  victo- 
ry, and  alone  and  down  between  Bennington  on 
one  side  and  Saratoga  on  the  other,  to  Albany  and 
New  York;  that  old  classical  pass,  our  Thermopy- 
Iss,  consecrated  by  as  noble  blood,  illustrated  by  as 
durable  glory;  two  thousand  brave  men  on  this  po. 
siiion  would  hold  in  check  an  army  and  a  fleet  of 
a  hundred  thousand. 

These,  sir,  are  your  eouivalents  for  the  three 
or  four  millions  of  acres,  tne  one-fifth  of  the  value 
in  controversy  in  Maine  which  yon  yield— not  se* 
much  to  England,  as  to  peace,  to  rest,  to  security, 
to  certainty  of  national  and  individukl  possessions. 
I  leave  you  to  judge  if  you  have  not  the  worth  of 
your  money. 

But  I  must  now  say  something  to  the  two  par- 
ticular objections  on  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri  has  laid  out  so  much  good  Indig- 
n ation.  And,  first,  he  complains  that  we  give  up  a 
strip  of  highlands  eight  or  ten  miles  wide,  and 
running  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  length,  from 
Lake  Pohenagamook  to  the  Meijarmette  portageu 
which  the  award  of  the  King  of  Holland  assigned 
tons. 

Sir,  this  is  true.  Yet  Maine,  you  see,  prefS^rs 
this  treaty  to  that  award;  and  this  concession,  and 
the  entire  concession  to  England,  yon  also  see, 
is  paid  for  again  and  again. 

fiut  this  particular  strip  of  land.  The  ouestioii 
is.  if,  for  any  purpose  of  advanta^  to  England,  or 
of  detriment  to  us,  it  is  worth  a  pin's  feel 

Well,  sir,  that  it  is  good  for  nothing,  for  agri- 
culture, lumber,  minerals,  or  any  otheivof  the  uses 
of  man's  life,  is  admitted.  It  is  a  succession  of  ir- 
regular eminences,  some"  of  them  three  thousand 
feet  high,  with  morasses  between  them.  The 
erowth  of  the.  highland  is  a  stinted,  worthless 
forest  tree;  and  of  the  morass,  beds  of  moss  Ijrtng 
upon  a  waste  of  rock  and  water .  Throughout,  it  is 
unfit,  and  ever  must  remain  unfit,  for  cultivation 
or  for  habitation.  There  is  nothing  upon  or  be- 
neath the  surface  of  use  to  anybody  or  for  any- 
thing. 

But  the  question  still  remains,  if,  in  reference 
to  any  of  the  larger  objects  of  her  policy  or  ours,  it 
posses.^'es  valued  Sir,  it  is  not  worth  a  pound  of 
wet  gunpowder,  for  any  purpose,  to  either  Govern- 
ment. 

The  first  object  which  I -suppose  England  to 
have  had  in  view  in  her,  pursuit  of  this  contro- 
ver  sy,  has  been  to  obtain  a  short,  sec  ore,  and  con- 
venient road  of  communication  between  New 
Brunswick  and  Canada  in  winter.  Now,  Lord 
Palmerston  (or  whoever  is  the  writer  for  the  London 
paper  from  which  I  have  read)  asserts  that  Eng- 
land does  not  efifect  this  object  by  this  treaty.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  certain  it  is  that  this  treaty 
gives  her  no  safer,  or  shorter,  or  better  commu- 
nication between  her  provinces  than  she  acquired 
by  the  Dutch  awaro.  Whether  you  settle  one 
line  or  the  other,  her  road  from  the  St.  John  to  the 
St.  Lawrence  will  pursue  exactly  the  same  course; 
it  will  be  of  exactly  the  same  length:  it  will  be 
just  as  much  exposed,  and  just  as  much  sheltered. 

The  second  object  of  England  has  been  thought 
to  be  to  interpose  an  unoccupied  and  uninhabitable 
space  between  the  Canadian  and  American  popu- 
lation—a sort  of  non-condoetor.  as  Lord  Palmers- 
ton  calb  it,  of  sympathies  or  oi  antipathies,  as  the 
case  might  be.  She  fears  collisions  between  bor- 
der communities,  living  up  to  an  imaginary  line 
on  both  sides  of  it.  She  more,  and  more  rationally, 
perhaps,  fears  friendshi|)s,  communication,  prosely- 
tism,  sympathy — the  animal  magnetism  of  tnrba- 
lent  and  enterprising  liberty.  Probably,  had  she 
ever  acquired  the  wnole  lerritorjr  in  dispute,  she 
would  have  held  large  tracts  of  it  ungruted,  un- 
peopled—a  wall  of  wilderness  against  the  8|Ririt 
of  change. 
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KbW|  however  desirable  it  may  be  to  her)  or  im- 
'^'  lesinibletQiis,  to  keep  these  two  communities  a 
good  safe  qaara&iine  distance  apan^  it  signifies, 
obvwQsly,  not  one  straw,  whether  she  or  we  ewn 
tbisiBtsipofgood-for-noihinghill  and  bog.  Who- 
ereff  owns  it,  the  two  races  will  be  exactly  the  same 
distance  apart  There  would  not  be  one  solitary 
IMUtidt  or  sympathizer  on  the  whole  of  it,  if  onr 
title'  Went  to  the  desolate  crest  of  the  mountain 
Taagtt  itself,  as  the  King  of  Holland  defined  it. 
YoDf  propagandist  of  liberty  affects  not  blighted 
£r8  j  cold  mountains,  declining  into  beds  of  luxuri- 
ant moas,  which  clothe,  imperfectly,  sllieious  rock 
and  slate  1 

Let  me^y,  sir,  that  I  should  feel  it  to  be  no  very 

frievons  thing  if  a  non*conductor  bonier,  such  as 
!Bgland  has  contemplated,  were  interposed  be- 
tween her  people  and  our  own.  I  dread  the  collis- 
ions of  so  long  a  line  of  actual  contact.  Looking 
to  the  mere  interests  of  my  own  country,  too,  I  am 
perfectly  content  that  the  provinces  of  British 
America  should  continue  suoject  to  the  Crown  of 
Eagland.  The  near  neighborhood  of  the  posses- 
sions, the  troops,  the  navy,  the  a'rmed  image  of  a 
Suropean  monarchy,  bodes  no  sort  of  evu  or  of 
danger  to  vou.  Better,  perhaps,  if  we  were  en- 
circled and  compressed  by  the  "iron  qaality"  of 
Austria,  or  the  impassive  ice  of  Russia  1  It  would 
hold  us  fast  together.  It  would  make  our  nation- 
ality more  intense  and  more  ccmcentrated.  Oar 
liberty  would  be  more  dear  and  more  distinctive. 
The  sentiment  ot  union,  the  sentiment  of  Ameri- 
can brotherhood,  would  be  more  profoundly  graven 
in  our  hearts.  We  should  love  our  home  better, 
and  dwell  in  it  more  contentedly,  because  it  would 
be  seen  and  felt  to  be  the  only  home  of  freedom 
^iihin  our  reach.  But,  however  all  this  may  be. 
It  is  of  no  sort  of  importance  which  Government 
owns  this  strip  of  uninhabitable  land. 

The  only  remaining  question  is.  Whether,  for 
anjT  military  uses,  it  po^sses  any  valued  Is  it 
desirable  that  we  should  own  it  for  the  purpose  of 
defence  or  of  aggression  against  Lower  Canadal 

Well,  sir^  upon  this  question  I  seek  for  the  opin- 
ions of  military  men.  it  involves  a  point  of  mili- 
tary .science.  It  turns  altogether  upon  inquiries 
with  which  it  is  their  bpsiness  to  be  conversant; 
upon  which  they  are  competent  to  judge;  upon 
which  their  4leterrainations  are  necessarily  quite 
authoritative.  And  I  do  |^ut  repeat— what  every 
Senator  perfectly  well  knows— wnen  I  sajr  that,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  entire  military  profession  of  the 
country;  this  range  of  land  has  no  military  import- 
ance or  use  whatsoever.  Neither  Gkjvemment 
would  fortify  it  in  time  of  peace.  No  troops  would 
be  marched  across  it  in  time  of  war.  The  title  to 
it,  therefore,  and  the  possession  of  ir,  in  time  of 
peace,  are  objects  of  not  the  slightest  value  to  either 
party. 

But  let  me  open  this  plain  matter  a  little  more 
largely.  It  is  known  to  you,  sir,  that,  in  the  sum- 
mer ot  1838,  a  military  reconnoissance  of  the  fron- 
tier of  Nfaine  was  maide  by  General  Wool,  and  by 
Major  Graham,  of  the'  corps  of  topographical  en- 
gineers. The  results  of  it  are  contained  in  reports 
made  in  December  of  the  same  ye<ir  to  the  Senate, 
and  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Senators.  In  1840, 
a  board  of  officers  were  assembled  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  directed,  af\cr  full  and  careful  exam- 
ination of  the  subject,  to  present  a  connected  plan 
of  defence  for  the  maritime  and  inland  frontiers  of 
the  United  States.  You  have  their  report  also,  em- 
bodying, such  a  plan.  In  addition  to  this,  a  boftrd 
of  commissionens,  conaisting-of  three  officers  of 
much  distinction,  (Messrs.  Qraham,  Talcott,  and 
Renwick,")  nnder  the  direction  of  Major  Graham, 
in  1840, 1841,  and  1842,  made  a  complete  survey  of 
the  territory  in  dispnte,  one  of  the  traits  of  which 
is  the  hew  and  beautiful  map  which  I  have  by  me, 
and  which  I  invite  Senators  to  examine.  In  all 
these  ways  there  has  been  collected  a  body  of  mili- 
tarv  opinion  on  this  subject,  which  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired. 

And  this  opinion  is  decided  and  uniform.  A 
glance  at  the  map  at  once  explains  and  confirms  it. 
There  are  two  paths,  and  two  only,  communicating 
between  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
valleys  of  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec,  and  the 
waters  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  on  the  other.  One  of 
these  is  the  old  road,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  up  the 
Cbaudiere,  to  the  waters  of  the  Kennebec;  and 
thence  to  the  beautiful  and  peopled  valley  of  that 
river,  and  to  that  of  the  Penobscot,  the  track  of  the 
memorable  march  of  Arnold  and  Montgomery. 
AH  this  road  is  many  miles  west  of  the  point  where 


'  the  line  of  the  Dutch  award  and  the  liiie  of  this 
treaty  begin  again  to  coincide;  and,  so  far  as  this 
road  is  concerned,  the  possession  and  title  of  the 
strip  of  land  under  consideration  are  confeasedlv  of 
no  importance.  The  other  is  the  English  road  up 
the  St.  John,  and  across,  north  of  the  line  settled 
by  the'  Dutch  award  and  by  this  treaty,  to  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  up  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Gluebec. 
The  s|)ace  between  these  paths,  of  which  this  strip 
of  land  is  part^  is  one  great  trackless  wilderness. 
No  army,  commg  from  Canada,  or  invading  Oan- 
ada,  would  set  foot  on  it.  Why  should  an  English 
General,  deserting  the  old  and  open  road— by  the 
Chandiere,  for  example,  which  leads  at  once  to  the 
heart  of  Maine— march  across  these  highlands; 
place  their  inaccessible  crest  and  faithless  morasses 
behind  him,  to  cut  off  his  own  retreat,  if  retreat 
became  necessary;  enter  a  vast  forest,  offisring  him 
not  one  inch  of  road,  nor  one  single  article  ot  sup- 
ply, nor  one  single  friendly  guide — all  on  fire  with 
the  blaze  of  the  musketry  of  the  militia  of  Maine,  to 
arrive  at  last,  it  he  lived  to  get  XhrcngYir^nawhtre ! 
upon  a  poor,  extended,  and  scarcely  inhabited  fron- 
tier, where  he  could  win  neither  booty  nor  honors 
Why,  it  would  be  the  Alps  without  Italy!  The  ab- 
surdity of  such  a  thing  is  inconceivable.  And^  on 
the  other  hand,  if  yon  were  aiming  a  blow  at  Glue- 
bec, would  you  seek  the  St.  Lawrence  across  this 
pathless  wild  at  a  point  below  Q,uebec1  No,  sir. 
if  you  felt  yourselves  strong  enough  for  such 
achievement,  yon  would  march  at  once  upon  one 
or  the  other  or  the  old  roads  of  war — ^up  the  Chau- 
diere,  in  the  footsteps  of  Mongomery;  or  across  the 
Champlain,  furrowed  by  the  keels  of  invading  fleets 
before. 

On  this  point  the  judgments  of  military  men,  as 
I  have  said,  are  unanimous.  Gen.  Wool,  in  one 
of  the  reports  to  which  I  have  alluded,  alter  rec- 
ommending a  fortification  on  the  road  of  the 
Chandiere,  observes: 

"This  position  is  a  commanding  one,  and  would 
be  highly  important  if,  by  any  circumstance,  Eng- 
land should  be  induced  to  invade  Maine  from  the 
direction  of  Gtuebec  or  Lower  Canada.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  the  only  route  by  which  a  military  force 
would  attempt  to  penetrate  the  country  from  Low- 
er Canada.  Any  other  route  would  be  attended 
with  almost  insurmountable  difficulties,  and  which 
could  not  fail  to  retard  the  advance  of  sn  army. 
On  either  side  of  the  Canada  road,  for  nearly  or 
quite  forty  miles  south  of  the  line,  the  country  is  un- 
settled, and  covered  with  a  dense  forest,  through 
which  roads  must  be  cut  and  made,  streams  bridged, 
and  boats  built,  and  where  neither  forage,  provis- 
ions, nor  any  other  supplies  could  be  obtained.  If 
England,  however,  snould  make  war  upon  the 
United  States, — in  order  to  secure  the  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory  in  question,  she  would  not 
waste  ner  resources  by  contending  for  it  in  the 
wilds  or  dense  forests  of  Maine.  Having  an  army 
and  a  navy  at  her  disposal,  she  would  endeavor 
to  compel  the  United  States  to  a  cession  of  it  by 
the  destruction  of  our  commerce,  navy  depots,  com- 
mercial cities,  and  frontier  towns.  These,  with 
the  present  disposition  of  the  military  establish- 
ment of  the  countiy,  constitute  our  vulnerable'* 
points,  and  of  which  England  would  not  fail  to  take 
advantage.  She  would  neither  send  her  armies 
into  our  forests,  nor  into  the  heart  of  the  country, 
from  whtnce  it  is  not  probable  they  would  return.'* 

Such  I  know  to  be  Major  Orah«at*s  opinion 
upon  a  still  more  thorougn  study  of  the  sabjiect 
Such  I  believe  to  be  the  opinion  of.eviry  military 
man  in  the  United  States. 

If  we  had  this  strip  of  meantain  and  bog  for  a 
thousand  years  of  peace  or  war,  we  should  never 
fortify  it,  or  any  part  of  it.  In  another  of  the  re- 
ports to  which!  have  referred,  the  board  appointed 
to  report  a  plan  of  defence  for  this  very  frontier 
say: 

"It  is  altogether  inland  until  it  reaches  the  St. 
Croix,  where  the  principles  that  have  been  applied 
to  other  portions  of  the  frontier  similarly  situated 
will  again  become  applicable.  Running  on  a  par^ 
allel  of  latitude  to  the  Connecticut  river,  and 
thence  along  a  chain  of  highlands,  not  yet  clearly 
defined,  to  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  the 
board  are  not  aware  that  there  are  any  points  im- 
mediately on  the  frontier  sufficiently  commanding, 
of  themselves,  to  call  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  fortifications,  or  works  of  defence. 

"Should  it  ever  become  necessary  to  sustain,  by 

force,  our  title  to  the  territory  now  in  diitpnte,  it 

.  must  be  done  not  by  isolated  forts  along- the  frontier, 


commanding,  probaMy,  nothing  b^^ond  the' rinig^'^ 
ot  their  own  gnna.**    ; 

The  gnod  sense  of  this  opinion'  is  too  obviovs  to 
need  enforcement.  If  no  army  is  to  ctnaes  Uii»'59efe- 
tion  of  the  line,  why  fortify  it?  If  an  amqr  ciMMe 
to  cross  it,  what  would  one  fort  availl  Wonld  you. 
build,  then,  a  chain  ot  forts,  one  hundred  and  ten 
miles  Icngi  A  hundred  and  ten  dogss*  bayiogibe 
moon,  would  be  more  sensibly  oocupied.  Bot:  if 
yon  would  not  fortify  this  wilderness  (as you  haofv- 
you  would  not)  in  time  of  peace,  why  desire  to  owa 
it  in  time  of  peacel  If,  as  a  physical  barrie«r  of 
impediments  and  defence,  it  has  any  valne^  it  has 
it  whoever  is  the  owner.  If,  in  time  of  wat,  yon 
have  occasion  to  strengthen  the  barriisrs^  aeno-  the 
militia  of  Maine  to  guar^lit.  That  they  caado^. 
and  will  do,  whether  the  line  of  treaty  n»  along, 
the  crest,  or  ten  miles  east  or  vfest  of  it. 

Isubmit,  then,  sir,  that  the  concession  of  this 
naribw  range  to  England,  beyond  the  line  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands'  award,  is  a  totally  unim- 
portant one.  I  apprehend  that,  if  her  negotiator  or' 
Government  ascribed  any  importance  to  it,  it  afose** 
from' certain  European  ideas,  which  more  know!-- 
edge  of  the  taets  wonld  have  taught  them  were 
wholly  inapplicable.  They  seem  to  have  ima^ned- 
that  we  shoald  occupy  and  cultivate  np  to  the 
very  summit  ofthe  highland, and  they  had  a  dread 
of  this  proximity.  We,  who  know  that  human 
life  cannot  be  maintained  there,  atid  that  it  is  doom- 
ed forever  to  be  a  desert,  may  well  purchase  tbe- 
spacious  thoroughfare  of  the  St.  John,  and  the  key 
toBnrlinston,  to  Albany,  and  New  York,  at  such  a 
price  at  this. 

Pass  now,  Mr.  President,  towards  the  other  end 
of  the  line  of  boundary  established  by  the  treaty. 
You  are  now  west  of  Lake  Sopenor,  and  are  still 
advancing  westward,  from  its  vast  expanse  of  crys- 
tal waters,  along  narrow  lakes  and  rapid  rivers,  and 
over  portages,  towards  the  Rainy  laake  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods.  And  here  the  honorsd>le 
Senator  arraigns  the  treaty  in  two  distinct  particu- 
lars. I  propose  to  subject  each  of  them  to  a  dis- 
tinct examination.  In  the  first  place,  he  says  tint 
it  deserts  and  abandons  the  true  line  of  boondaiy 
established  by  the  trea^  of  1783,  and  establishes  a 
new  one  further  sooth .  To  understand  this,  Imusi 
turn  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  to  a  map  of  the  coun- 
try. The  second  article  of  that  treaty  then  declares 
that  theboundary  line  from  Lake  Superior  westward, 
shall  begin  at  the  Long  Lake  on  Lake  Superior,  and 
shall  run  thence,  "through  the  middle  ofsaid  Loag 
Lake  and  the  water  communication  between  it 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods."  Now,  the  estuary  of  what  on  our  maps 
is  called  Pigeon  river  is  admitted  by  the  Senalor 
to  be  the  Long  Lake  of  the  treaty  of  17^.  Bi^ 
admits,  therefore,  that  the  line  is  to  leave  Lake 
Superior  at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  and  to 
ascend  through  tbe  middle  of  that  river.  And  so  it 
does.  But  the  difficulty  is,  that,  after  advancing 
some  miles  westward  of  Lake  Superior,  you  find 
two  distinct  "water  communications,"  both  extend- 
ing westward,  but  one  of  them  turnmg  northwest- 
erly, the  other  more  southwe^terIy,  diverging  to  a 
very  considerable  distance  apan,  and  not  imiting 
again  until  you  arrive  at  Lake  La  Croix.  They 
enclose  between  them  an  unhappy  waste  of  rock 
and  water,  called  Hunter'^  island.  They  aremnch 
alike  in  their  general  character,  being  both  of  ihem 
a  line  of  narrow  lakes  and  .streams^  cataracts  and 
rapids  almost  without  number,  which  are  overcome 
«  by  as  maiyr  portages.  Now,  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, after  arriving  at  the  point  of  divergency 
adopts  the  southern  water  communication;  and 
draws  the  line  along  that,  till  itagain  arrives  at  the 
point  of  union.  The  honorable  Senator  alleges 
that  the  northern  is  the  water  ccmmunication  in- 
tended by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  that  thenew  treaty, 
of  course,  surrendfers  the  true  line. 

Well  now,  sir,  how  will  you  determine  which 
ofthe  two  is  the  water  communication  meant  by 
the  treaty  of  17831  That  treaty  draws  the  line 
"along  the  water  communicalion.''  But  here  are 
two.    Which  is  the  right  onel 

I  should  have  supposed,  in  the  first  place,  that 
if,  in  1783,  one  of  these  routes  was  in  actoal  use  as 
a  mode  of  water  communication,  aiid  the  other 
was  not,  the  one  in  u^e  was  the  one  intended. 
The  language  looks,  or  seems  to  look,  towards  the 
fact  of  actual  travel.  It  seems  to  designate  not  so 
much  a  geographical  locality  as  a  human  use.  B 
is  not  land  and  rooter,  but  communication^  that  par- 
ticular line  of  land  and  water  over  which  com- 
monication  is  taking  place.    And  so  the  honora- 
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hie  Smator  would  seem  to  have  at  first  understood 
it;  for,  ia  hw  apeech  delirer«d  in  executive  sea- 
sion  agaiiSat  the  treaty,  he  describes  this  northern 
roote  as  *'a  eommaaication  which  the  Indians  had 
foJlowed  beyond  the  reach  of  tradition,  which  was 
the  highway  of  nations,  which  all  travellers  and 
traders  have  followed  since  its  existence  became 
known  to  our  first  diseoverers/' 

Assaming,  then,  for  the  first  aspect  oi  the  argu- 
ment, thai  the  water  communication  in  use  in  1783 
waa  the  one  meant  by  the  treaty,— which  one  was  in 
usel  This  is  a  question  of  fact.  It  depends  on 
the  proofs.    What  say  theyl 

In  the  first  place,  the  honorable  Senator  produces 
not  one  little  of  evidence  to  show  that  his  northern 
route  from  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river  was  ever 
uaed  at  all.  None,  none.  Let  him  name  the  book, 
the  traveller,  the  tradition,  which  says  ii  waa  He 
haa  not;  he  cannot.  Ana  now,  when  you  con- 
sider with  how  precious  hatred  he  hates  toe  treaty, 
Iiia-hafa«ts  of  laborious  research,  his  extensive  and 
minute  acquaintance  with  the  whole  subject,*  and 
his  ample  means  in  his  own  library  and  maps, 
and  those  of  Congress,  of  arrivingat  the  truih—this 
non-produdion  of  evidence  must  be  held  conclu- 
sive against  his  position.  If  it  had  existed,  we 
should  have  had  it.  The  crystal  waves  of  Lake 
Stmerior  would  have  given  tip  the  dead  to  testify 
if  they  had  known  the  fact.  But  I  Am  able  to  put 
thianntter  at  rest  forever.  Sir,  it  is  susceptible 
of  the  most  ample  and  most  precise  demonstra- 
tion-^first,  that,  while  Prance  possessed  the  Cana- 
daa,  her  traders  did  n«t  ascend  from  the  mouth  of 
Pigeon  river,  and  pursue  either  of  these  routes;  but 
set  out  from  the  river  Kamanastiquia,  forty  or 
fiftjr  miles  northeast  of  Pigeon  river,  on  Lake  Su- 
perior, and  thence  proceeded  westwardly:  second, 
that,  after  the  conquest  of  Canada,  the  English 
traders  universally  ascended  from  the  mouth  of 
Pigeon  river,  and  thMngh  it,  or  rather  through 
the  portage  a  little  south  oi  ii;  thence  up  and  along 
the  southernmost  of  these  routes,  (never  along  the 
northernmost;)  and  continued  to  do  sq  from  1760 
down  to  1803. 

In  1783,  therefore,  the  northern  route  was  not 
used,  and  never  had  been;  while  the  southern  had 
been  used  from  the  moment  the  English  knew  any- 
thing of  the  country  at  all.  The  only  water  com- 
munication of  these  two,  ever  used  .by  a  human 
being,  was  the  one  adopted  by  thjs  treaty.  I 
shall  do  no  more,  sir,  than  to  refer  to  the  sources 
of  proof.  They  are  ample;  they  are  direct;  they 
are  wholly  uncontradicted.  I  nnd  the  evidence, 
then,  first,  in  the  executive  document  No.  451, 2a 
session  of  the  25th  Congress,  containing  the  pro- 
ceedicgsof  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the 
7th  article  oi  the  treaty  of  Qhent  to  determine  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States  and  the  British 
poaseasions  in  North  America.  Yon  know  the 
nistory  and  the  value  of  this  document.  Messrs. 
.Porter  and  Barclay  were  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  two  Oevernments,  respectively,  under  the 
6th'and  7th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  They 
were  to  fix  the  boundary  from  the  foot  of 
Neebish  Rapids-  to  the  nonhwesternmost  point  of 
the  Lake  or  the  Woods.  General  Porter  was  the 
American  cxnnmissioner,  Mr.  Barclay  the  English. 
They  were  employed  in  this  service  for  a  longtime. 
They  agreed  to  souie  extent,  and  to  some  extent 
they  differed.  The  line  -^^estward  from  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Rainy  Lake  they  were  unable  to 
agree  on,  and  left  it  undermined.  The  document 
to -which  I  am  about  to  refer,  contains  a  complete 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners, 
with  a  great  body  of  evidence  relied  uppn  by 
one  or  the  other,  or  both,  in  support  of  their  views 
respectively.  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
in  hi^communication  transmitting  it  to  Congress, 
declares  "that  it  is  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject on  the  files  of  ihe  department." 

Looking  into  this  authentic  collection  of.  evi- 
dence! then.  I  refer  first  to  the  testimony  of  Wil- 
liam McGiilivray.  Who  he  was.  General  Porter 
infotms  you  on  page  22  of  this  document.  He 
describes  him  as  a  "very  respectable  and  intelli- 
gent British  subject,  particularlv  and  personally 
conversant  with  the  geography  or  the  interior,  and 
(at  the  time  of  writing  the  above-mentioned  letters 
was,  probably,)  the  best  living  authority  on  this  sub- 
ject.'^ Now,  what  does  he  testify  upon  the  subject 
of  the  uses  of  these  two  rouiesi  On  page  122  he 
particularly  traces  out  the  southern  route  from  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  or  rather  the  portage  a 
little  south  of  it;  and  then  adds:  "By  this  route, 
Md  Ibis  route  only,  was  the  trade  to  the  northwest 


country  carried  on  by  the  French,  while  in  pos- 
session of  Canada,  and  from  the  conquest  until  the 
year  1803  by  the  English  traders."  ,    . 

In  the  next  place.  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie, 
in  his  account  of  the  fur-trade  pr.efixed  to  his  Trav- 
els, describes  this  southern  route  as  the  established 
and  only  track  of  the  English  traders  and  trav- 
ellers. He  traces  their  journey  step  by  step,  from 
Montreal  lo  Lake  Superior,  and  from  Lake  Su- 
perior to  the  Rainy  Lake,  by  the  precise  course 
pursued  by  this  treaty;  and  declares  that  it  had 
been  the  settled  line  of  communication  from  a 
very  short  period  aAer  the  conquest  of  Canada. 
I  invite  the  honorable  Senator,  as  I  read  this  wri- 
ter's enumeration  of  the  lakes  along  which  the  fur- 
trade  is  described  as  travel hng,  to  follow  me  upon 
the  map,  and  say  whether  they  are  not  the  laices 
comprising  the  southern  line  of  communication. 
There  is,  of  course,  no  question  about  it. 

In  the  next  place,  1  employ  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Delafield,  who  was  the  agent  of  the  American 
commissioner.  General  Porter,  during  the  sittings 
of  the  commission  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and 
who  contributed,  I  perceive,  an  able  argument  in 
support  of  some  part  of  the  American  claim.  I 
find  him  on  pages  25  and  96  of  the  document  to 
which  I  have  before  referred,  describing  this 
southern  communication  as  '*(he  old  track  of  the 
traders,"  as  "the  known  route,"  as  "one  well-known 
and  continuous  chain  of  waters."  This  gentleman 
assisted  in  surveying  it  thrice,  and  in  making  a 
map  of  it. 

To  this  1  add  the  statement  of  Mr.  Ferguson, 
who  was  the  principal  American  surveyor  attend- 
ing that  commission — a  gentleman  of  great  talent 
and  science,  now  employed  upon  the  coast  sur- 
vey. In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Weoster  of  July  25, 
1842,  (which  is  among  the  papers  accompanying 
the  treaty,)  he  speaks  of  the  treaty  as  pursuing, 
generallv,  the  "old  commercial  route."  And  in 
one  addressed  to  roe,  and  which  I  hold  Jn'roy 
hand,  dated  January  19,  1843,  he  uses  these  words: 
"The  route  now  described  as  the  boundary  was 
the  one  used  always  by  the  British  fur- traders, 
when  they  were  in  possession  of  the  country  inclu- 
ding both." 

I  present  to  the  Senate,  then,  sir,  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  McGiilivray,  whomoor  distinguished  and 
able  commissioner,  General  Porter,  declares  to 
be  "respectable,  intelligent,  and  the  best  living  wit- 
ness on  the  subject"— of  Sir  Alexander  Macken- 
zie, relating  facts,  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  which 
was  known  to  all  British  America,  and  without 
a  motive  to  relate  untruly — and  of  Mr.  Delafield, 
our  own  agent,  and  Mr.  Fsrguaon,  our  own  sur- 
veyor on  the  commission;  who  all  concur  in  de- 
claring, for  substance,  that,  from  the  conquest  of 
Canada  by  England^  that  is,  for  more  than  twenty 
years  before  the  treaty  of  1763 — the  only  eommnm- 
cation  from  Lake  Superior  westward  was  exactly 
this  southern  communication  adopted  by  the  treaty 
of  1842,  and  that  it  continued  the  only  one  down  to 
1803.  And  against  this  accumulation  of  proof,  the 
honorable  Senator  has  never  produced  a  panicle 
^f  contradictory  proof. 

If,  then,  sir,  when  the  treaty  of  1783  runs  the 
line  through  **th€  water  commuiUcaUon**  ttom  ih^ 
mouth  of  rlgeon  riverj  it  means  that  one  water 
communication  then  existing  and  used,  and  which 
had  existed  and  been  used  ever  since  England  had 
ownedthe  coontry:  if  it  means  the  only  one  which, 
from  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  had  ever  been 
used,  so  far  aa  we  can  learn,  by  .a  human  being— 
then  it  means  the  one  adopted  by  the  treaty  of 
1842.  On  this  point  there  is  no  room  for  doubt  or 
disputatioiL 

2.  Bat  suppose  it  he  said  that  the  treaty  of  1783 
means  the  besi  water  commanication— that  having 
the  most  ccmtinuous  line  of  deep  water,  the  fewest 
cataracts,  the  fewest  rapids:  the  most  practicable 
and  navigable  line. 

Well,  sir,  even  so:  the  honorable  Senator  4>fFers 
no  evidence  at  all  that  the  northern  route  is  best. 
None*  He  assails  the  treaty.  He  assails  the  ma- 
king and  the  ratifying.  He  assumes  the  burden  of 
proof;  and  he  offers  not  a  particle  of  evidence,  good 
or  bad. 

But  look  to  the  proof  on  the  other  side.  In  the 
first  place,  is  it  not  an  irresistible  inference  from 
the  fact  that  the  southern  route  alone  was  used,  that 
it  was  the  best!  If  the  northern  was  the  easiest, 
safest,  and  shortest,  is  it  not  inconceivable  that 
neither  French,  nor  English,  nor  Canadian  enter- 
priae,  nor-  the  unerring,  ioatinctaand  iounemorial 
traditions  of  the  red  race,  ever  found  it  outl  Why, 


air,  the  difference  of  one  cataract  or  ooe  carrving- 
place  in  its  favor,  would  have  drawn  to  it,  with  un- 
failing certainty,  the  universal  travel  of  all  the 
hunters  and  traaefs  of  all  these  races. 

But  again,  sir.  Mr.  Barclay,  the  British  com* 
missioner,  on  page  92  of  the  document  I  have  used 
so  much,  employs  this  language: 

"The  course  described .  by  the  undersiened  is, 
throughout,  the  old  commercial  route,  and  the  route 
invariably  used  by  the  traders,  who  enter  or  return 
by  the  Grand  Portage  and  Pigeon  river.  But  the 
water  communication  from  Lake  Kasagenega,  by 
Sturgeon  river  to  the  Sturgeon  lake,  and  the  de- 
viation by  the  Arrow  river  and  Arrow  lake,  IVom 
the  main  route,  are  difficult,  and  but  little  known." 

And  again: 

"In  fact,  it  is  too  notorious  to  require  proof, 
among  persons  in  the  least  acquainted  with  these 
waters,  that  neither  the  Arrow  river  nor  the  Stur- 
geon river  is  an  accustomed  route:  the  reason  aa- 
signed  is,  that  they  are  both  more  devious,  and 
both  attended  with  greater  obstacles,  than  is  the 
conmion  route." 

I  know  he  is  the  English  commissioner;  but  I 
also  know  that  neither  our  own  commissioner,  nor 
anybody  else,  anywhere,  intimates  one  word  to  the 
contrary. 

3.  Upon  this  point,  however,  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Ferguson  is  the  most  satisfactorv.  In  his  let- 
ter to  me,  from  which  I  have  already  read  an  ex- 
tract, he  says: 

"2d.  The  portages  on  the  southern  route  are 
shorter  (in  this  I  depend  entirely  on  my  recoUec- 
tion)  than  those  on  the  northern. 

"3d.  On  the  northern  route  there  are  several  cat- 
aracts, or  faUs^  varying  in  height  from  20  to  60  feet 
—rendering,  for  commercial  purpases,  the  naviga* 
tion  more  uncertain  and  dangerous. 

"4lh.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  route  as 
designated  in  the  treaty  of  1842,  was  intended  by 
the  treaty  of  1783— the  ignorance  of  the  geography 
of  the  country  only  producing  the  ambiguities.*' 

In  another  letter,  also  addressed  to  me,  under 
date  of  January  21, 1843,  he  favors  me  with  a  list 
of  the  falls  ana  rapids  in  the  route  north  of  Htm- 
ter's  island,  and  between  the  points  where  it  de* 
parts  from  and  unites  to  the  southern  route.  He 
makes,  in  all,  between  those  points,  about  forty 
fall&and  rapidls,  from  two  feet  to  thirty-five  f^ 
and  says  that  some  of  them  are  "especially  dan- 
gerous." The  name  of  the  Riviere  Mafigne— 
which  forms  part  of  this  delightful  nonhem  com- 
munication—he ad^,  indicates  its  character.  You 
see,  then,  sir,  that  forty  portages,  ai  least,  are  re» 
quired  to  overcome  the  impracticabilities  of  this 
unheard^f  and  untravelled  path;  while  nobody 
pretends  that  you  find  that  number  upon  the  line  of 
this  treaty. 

I  understand  the  honorable  Senator  to  have  inti- 
mated that-there  is  still  another  criterion  to  deter- 
mine the  "water  communication"  intended  by  the 
treaty  of  1783.  He  says  it  may  mean  that  one 
a  ong  which  you  find  the  most  continuous  line  of 
water  of  some  sort — deep  or  shallow,  rapid  or  quiet, 
straight  or  crooked— the  fewest  places  where  the 
water  is  completely  severed  and  interrupted  by  dry 
land.  Even  so.  sir,  the  honorable  Senator  has  not 
proved,  or  sought  to  prove,  that  the  northern  has  an 
advantage  over  the  southern.  If  he  cites  Macken- 
zie for  the  purpose,  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  not 
aware,  after  a  recent  and  diligent  reading  of  his 
book,  of  one  word  in  it,  from  beginning  to  end, 
whicn  has  the  least  application  to  such  a  question. 

The  honorable  Senator  then  relies  at  last,  and  he 
relies  exclusively,  on  two  roam  of  our  countryman, 
Tanner,  one  published  in  183RL I  believe,  and  the 
other  in  1841 ,  or  1840  or  '42.  These  maps  patrioti- 
cally and  intrepidly  draw  the  line  of  boundary 
north  of  Hunter's  island.  But  surely,  surely  we 
must  admit  thatj  as  evidence  on  the  matters  of  fact 
upon  which  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  of  1783 
depends,  this  amounts  to  nothing.  The  troth  is, 
that  the  Question  of  this  debate,  which  water  com- 
munication is  meant  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  remains 
exactly  where  it  was  in  1783.  Nothing  has  been 
said  or  done  by  either  Government  to  aid  in  de- 
termining it.  iNo  line  has  been  run  out — no  mon- 
ument erected — no  possession  taken  and  main- 
tained, and  acquiesced  in,  which  changes  the  as- 
pect of  the  case  in  the  slightest  degree;— nothing 
which  helpe  to  construe  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  to 
apply  it  to  the  gretind;  or  which  supersede^  '' 
necessity  of  constniing  and  applying  it  exr 
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if  it  were  made  twelve  months  ago.  It  is  alto- 
gether an  open  question.  It  was  so,  I  should 
rather  say,  up  to  the  time  when  the  treaty  of 
Washington  was  concluded.  To  determine  it, 
there  is  no  other  mode  than  to  go  out  with  the 
writing  itself  upon  the  desert  localities;  ascertain 
their  character;  see  what  had  been  the  direction 
of  the  hunter's  path  across  them;  and  thas,  by  an 
application  of  the  treaty  to  its  subject,  deduce  its 
meaning.  Of  course,  then,  a  map  made  in  either 
country,  in  1838  or  1840,  affords  no  useful  evi- 
dence of  anvihing  material  to  the  investigation. 
I  cannot  collect  trom  this  splendid  one  of  Tan- 
ner, suspended  to  the  view  of  the  Senate,  whether 
he  supposed  the  northern  route  was  the  one  used 
in  IToo;  or  whether  he  supposed  it  was  the  best 
one;  or  what  he  knew,  or  now  he  knew  anything, 
one  way  or  the  other,  upon  these  matters  of  fact. 
Yet,  upon  those  matters  of  fact  depends  the  whole 
quesiiou  at  this  day.  Of  what  value,  then,  is  the 
evidencel  No  doubt,  since  the  commission  of 
Messrs.  Porter  and  Barclay  at  least,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  two  water  communications  has  been 
known;  no  doubt,  since  that  time,  ii  has  been 
known  that  there  was  or  might  grow  up  a  con- 
troveisy  about  them;  and,  no  doubt,  a  patriotic 
American  geoerapber  very  judiciously  and  very 
naturally  decided  the  controversy  in  advance  in 
favor  of  his  patrons  and  his  country.  I  approve 
his  patriotism,  and  distrust  his  map. 

The  honorable  Senator  interrupts  me  to  say  that 
he  has  forty  other  maps  which  draw  the  same  line 
north  of  Hunter's  island.  Sir,  if  he  means  (as  I ' 
take  it  for  granted  he  means)  those  little  plates 
which  are  appended  to  the  document  to  which  I 
have  so  often  referred,  I  beg  to  say  that,  valueless 
for  many  reasons,  they  must  be  admitted  by  him- 
self to  be  so,  for  this  conclusive  reason:  that  they 
all  of  them  lay  down  the  Long  Lake  not  at  the  moutn 
of  Pigeon  river,  where  the  Senator  agrees  that  it 
is,  but  forty  or  fifty  miles  farther  northeast.  It  is 
for  this  that  Mr.  Delafield  cites  and  ames  from 
them,  Thev  come  into  court,  then,  each  and  all, 
with  an  acknowledged  and  enormous  falsehood 
upon  their  fironts,  and  are  mierly  discredited  ac- 
cordingly. 

Since,  sir,  however,  the  honorable  Senator  has 
cited  a  map  of  1838,  and  one  of  1840,  and  has 
made  allusion  (if  I  have  rightly  understood  him)  to 
other  and  earlier  maps,  whose  palpable  and  admit- 
ted errors  utterly  annihilate  their  testimony,  I  will 
take  leave  to  call  the  atteption  of  the  Senate  to  one 
of  a  very  different  character.  I  have  here  an  ori- 
ginal Mitchell's  map.  This  map,  the  Senate  know, 
the  commissioners  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of 
1783  had  before  them  during  the  negotiation.  I  do 
not  mean,  of  course,  that  they  had  this  identical 
map,  but  one  of  the  same  impression,  and  exactly 
like  it.  And,  sir,  without  wishing  to  press^ny  in- 
ference from  it  too  far,  I  cannot  but  think  that  it 
proves  that  the  geographer  intended!  to  lay  down 
one  water  communication  from  the  mouth  of  what 
we  now  call  Pi^reon  river,  westward;  and  to  lay 
down  that  one  which  runs  south  of  Hnnter's  isl- 
and. Senators  may  see  here,  first,  that  this  map 
places  Long  Lake  at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river;  in 
truth,  it  is  this  fhctwhich  induced  our  commissioner. 
Gen  Porter,  to  believe  that  the  estuary  of  Pigeon 
river  istheLongLakeof  the  treaty  of  1783;  sec- 
ond, from  this  point,  (which  we  now  agree  to  call 
Pigeon  river,)  it  extends  one  water  communication, 
and  one  only,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods;  third,  and 
the  course  of  this  communication  quite  strikingly 
resembles  the  water  communication  from  the 
mouth  of  Pigeon  river,  south  of  Hunter's  island,  on 
our  new  maps,  which  is  adopted  by  the  recent  trear 
ty;  that  i«,  aAer  advancing  some  distance  west- 
ward from  Lake  Superior,  it  inclines  south,  and 
then  turns  northwesterly,  somewhat  remarkably, 
like  the  southern  and  western  boundary  of  Hunt- 
er's island. 

Now,  sir,  if  I  his  resemblance  exists,  (of  which 
Senators  will  judge,)  it  affords  some  presumption 
that  the  geographer  intended  to  lay  down  the  south- 
ern of  the  two  lines  of  comuiunicaiion,  and  that  he 
was  iflinorant  ot,  or  disregarded,  the  northern.  If 
so,  there  is  ground  of  presumption,  too,  that  the 
framers  of  the  treaty  of  1783  meant  to  designate 
and  adopt  the  same  line  of  communication.  You 
admit  that  they  place  Lonjr  Lake  at  the  mouth  of 
Pigeon  river,  because  you  find  that  the  map  which 
they  had  hefore  them  does  so;  why,  then,  do  they 
not  mean  to  designate  ihe  only  line  from  Long 
Lake  which  the  same  map  depicted,  and  of  whose 
0>|iteiicc  it  made  oAj  recognition) 


But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  upon  these  or  upon 
any  maps  that  I  rest  the  question.  The  Senator 
assumes  the  burden  of  showing  that  the  line  of  the 
treaty  of  1783  is  the  northern  of  the  two  which  we 
have  Seen  comparing.  I  controvert  his  position, 
and  appeal  to  the  proofs.  Aikl,  upon  the^e  proofs, 
I  submit  that  it  is  perfectly  clear  tnat  the  southern 
was  the  only  one  which,  in  1783,  had  been  ever 
used,  and  that  it  was  the  oesi  of  the  two.  I  submit, 
further,  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  existence 
of  the  northern  was  at  that  time  known  or  suspect- 
ed; and  there  is  no  evidence  that,  upon  any  crite- 
rion whatever  for  determining  which  the  treaty  of 
1783  intended,  however  capricious  or  how,ever  fa- 
vorable to  the  position  of  the  honorable  Senator,  the 
northern  presents  the  slightest  grotmd  of  preference 
over  the  other. 

I  deny,  then,  that  the  treaty  has  made  the  change 
of  a  hair's  breadth  in  the  line  beyond  Lake  Supe- 
rior. It  has  sought  for  the  line  of  1783,  and  baa 
found  it.  Not  an  acre  of  that  "wide  waste  of  rock 
and  water;"  not  a  mile  of  the  old  fur-hunter's  path; 
not  a  cataract;  not  a  portage,  intended  for  you  by 
the  treaty  of  peace,  is  given  away,  with  or  without 
compensation.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  certain  that  a 
claim  to  four  millions  of  acres  south  of  the  line 
now  finally  established,  on  which  England  has 
steadily  insisted,  is  surrendered  forever. 

The  other  objection  of  the  honorable  Senator  to 
that  part  of  the  treaty  which  applies  to  the  coun- 
try west  of  Superior,  is  totally  a  distinct  objection, 
requiring  to  be  distinctly  examined.  It  is  this:  that 
even  if  the  line  of  boundary  is  rightly  drawn,  and 
in  those  places  where  it  is  confessedly  rightly 
drawn,  the  treaty  admits  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  to  a  use  m  common  with  our  own  citiaens, 
of  all  the  customary  portages  along  the  line;  and, 
among  these,  of  the  Grand  Porta^,  a  few  miles 
sooth  of  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river.  And  this 
objection,  sir,  is  true  in  point  of  fact.  The  second 
article  of  the  treaty  draws  a  line  of  boundary 
through  the  middle  of  Pigeon  river,  thence  through 
the  middle  of  the  entire  succession  of  water  com- 
munications south  of  Hunter's  island,  and  so  to 
the  Rainy  Lake;  and  then  concludes:  "It  being 
understood  that  all  the  water  communications, 
and  all  the  usual  portages  along  the  line  from 
Lake  Superior  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and 
also  Grand  Portage,  from  the  shore  of  Lake  Su- 
perior to  the  Pigeon  river,  as  now  actually  used, 
yhall  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  both  countries." 

But  while  I  admit  it  to  be  true  in  point  of  fact, 
the  honorable  Senator  must  allow  me  to  say  that  it 
is  totally  undeserving  of  his  notice  as  a  serious 
objection  to  the  treaty.  The  question  of  boundary 
was  worthy  of  him.  If  he  could  have  established 
that  brancn  of  his  arraignment,  it  would  have  been 
a  thing  to  boast  of.  But  this,  sir,  is  cerrainly  be- 
neath the  Senator's  mark.  And  I  think  I  am  justi- 
fied in  saying  so,  by  the  course  of  the  Senator  him- 
self. Why,  sir,  when  did  he  first  hold  it  worth  his 
while  to  break  these  butterfly  portages  upon  his 
wheell  It  is  only  within  the  last  week  or  fortnight, 
according  to  my  recollection,  that  he  ever  alluded 
to  them.  How  strenuously,  and  with  what  ability 
he  fought  the  treaty  in  executive  session,  through 
one  summer's  day  after  another,  we  all  know.  His 
speech  upon  that  occasion  he  has  since  written  out 
and  given  to  the  country.  Here  it  is — twenty-seven 
pages^not  much  short  of  eighty  columns  of  the 
Congressional  Globe;  the  most  elaborate,  the  most 
minute,  the  most  .searching,  the  most  hostile  exam- 
ination, dissection,  and  mastication  of  a  treaty  in  I 
the  whole  history  of  debate.  Yet,  in  all  that  speech, 
(and  I  have  navigated  its  whole  vast  atlantic,  and 
sounded  all  its  depths,)  there  is  not  one  word  about 
these  portages— not  one.  He  enumerates  twelve 
distinct  concessions  which  the  treaty  makes  to 
England.  Ue  dwellson  their  value  and  importance, 
one  by  one,  drop  by  drop.  Nothing  jieems  to  es- 
tape  him;  yet  a  silence  as  of  the  grave  about  all, 
and  all  manner  of  ponages,  grand  or  liule !  Cer- 
tainly— certainly  this  must  have  been  a  pretty  in- 
considerable objection,  when  so  powerful  a  micro- 
scope in  the  hand  of  such  an  operator  did  not  then 
detect  it. 

And  so  it  is,  when  you  come  to  examine  it. 
Why,  sir,  the  treaty  auempts  merely  a  liberal, 
manly,  ofpres  execution  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 
The  framers  of  that  celebrated  arrangement  de- 
scribe, and  mean  to  divide  and  give  in  equal 
shares,  a  water  commimication  from  Lake  Supe- 
rior to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  When  the  lo- 
calities come  to  be  inflected,  it  is  fomd  that 


there  is  a  geographical  or  physical  water  line; 
and  that  there  is  a  line  ox  actual  travel  which 
must  and  does  depart  from  the  other,  here  and 
there,  by  portages.  A  liberal  approxiaakted  exe- 
cution of  that  treaty  would  seem  to  require  that 
the  line  of  boundary  should  follow  the  water 
line;  and  that  the  portages,  inaispensable  to  the 
enjoyment  of  that  line  as  a  mode  of  cooununicft* 
tiun,  should  be  shared  in  common.  This  is  what 
the  present  treaty  does,  apparently,  with  the  ori- 
ginal approbation  of  the  honorable  Senator  him- 
self, and  still,  I  hope,  with  the  approbation  cf  all 
mankind  beside. 

The  honorable  Senator  alleges  thai  the  treaty, 
in  this  behalf,  makes  a  concession  to  England 
which  Jay.  in  1794,  refused  to  make;  and  that  it 
brings  back  the  bloody  throngs  of  British  traders 
to  the  portage  south  of  Pigeon  river,  from  which 
Jay's  treaty  compelled  them  to  migrate  in  1803, 
and  to  which  they  have  been  languishing  to  re- 
turn ever  since.  And  thereupon  he  exclaims: 
"Give  me  the  Federalists  of  1794;  give  me  George 
Washington  and  his  friends — men  who  had  Amer- 
ican hearts  in  their  bosonss— for  all  the  Federal- 
ists now  alive!  I  stand  by  the  wofk  of  John 
Jay!" 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  difficulty  inaupposing 
the  honorable  Senator  perfectly  sincere  in  this  eu- 
logy of  the  departed  great.  I  will  not  say  that  hii 
purpose  seemed *more  to  depreciate  others  than  to 
praise  them.  I  will  not  say  that  "he  nnplomba 
the  dead  for  bullets  to  assassinate  the  living."  I 
unite  with  him  especially  in  the  honors  he  has 
paused  to  bestow  upon  the  giave  of  Jay.  I  r^oire 
to  see  that  great  man,  the  friend  of  Washington 
and  of  kindred  virtues,  pure,  elevated,  and  refined, 
his  whole  character  whiter  than  the  ermine  of  hii 
exalted  office,  receive  the  justice  which,  living,  he 
was  denied.  The  malignant  slander  of  the  hour  is 
shamed  to  rest,  and  thousands  of  the  generatian 
who  heard  him  accused  of  seUjng  the  interests  and 
glory  of  America  for  English  gold  or  praise,  have 
lived  to  see  the  whole  world,  assign  nim  his  seat 
among  the  rvxer  and  grander  names,  who  in  peace 
and  war  have  80T»bt  to  serve,  notsought  to  please, 
their  country.  What  more  striking— what  more 
grateful^wbat.  more  full  of  lessons  of  constancy 
and  steadfastness  in  the  moment  of  averted  popu- 
lar favor,  than  to  hear  that  treaty  for  which  Wash- 
ington could  scarcely  obtain  a  hearing,  now  and 
here  produced  as  the  standard  by  which  the  merit 
of  modem  negotiation  is  to  be  tried! 

Let  the  provisions,  (hen,  of  this  treai^  of  1642, 
which  we  have  now  to  consider,  be  tried  by  the 
provisions  upon  the  same  subject  in  the  treaiy  of 
1794.  Sir,  they  are  the  same  exactly!  I  say  to 
the  honorable  Senator,  that  there  is  no  cancession 
made  in  this,  upon  the  subject  of  poitases,  that  is 
not  made  in  that.    I  say  lo  him  that  uis  is  a  re- 

Eroduction  and  re-establishment  of  that  in  this  be- 
alf— neither  less  nor  more.  The  right  of  transit, 
the  common  use  of  the  water  communications 
and  of  the  auxiliary  carrying-places,  the  indnce- 
;nents  to  travel  the  old  rbute  in  the  old  mode^ 
are  exactly  the  same  under  one  as  the  other;  and 
» there  is  no  more  pn^iriety  in  the  reiterated  assev- 
eration of  the  honorable  Senator  that  the  framer 
of  this  treaty  has  led  back  the  British  traders 
from  Kamanastl^nia  to  south  of  Pigeon  river,  than 
there  would  be  m  raying  as  often  and  as  loudly 
that  John  Jay  ofiered  them  a  tempting  bribe  to 
induce  them  not  to  remove  northward  of  the  river 
at  all.  Turn,  sir,  to  Jay's  treaty,  and  judge  for 
yourself.  I  select  and  read  all  the  parts  of  it 
which  apply  to  the  question : 

'*Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  it  shall  at  all  times  be 
free  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  and  to  ihe  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  to  the  Indians  dwelling 
on  either  side  of  the  said  boundary  line,  freely  to 
pass  and  repass,  by  land  or  inland  navigation, 
into  the  respective  lerntories  and  countries  of  the 
two  parties,  on  the  continent  of  America,  (the 
country  within  the  limits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  only  excepted,)  and  to  navigate  all  the 
lakes,  rivers,  and  waters  thereof,  and  freelv  to 
carry  on  trade  and  commerce  with  each  other." 

"No  duty  of  entry  shall  ever  be  levied  by  either 
party  on  peltries  brought  by  land,  or  inland  navi- 
gation, into  the  said  territories  respectively;  nor 
shall  the  Indians  psssing  or  repassing  with  their 
own  proper  goods  and  effects,  or  whatever  nature, 
pay  for  the  ^ame  any  impost  or  duty  whatever, 
cut  goods  in  bales,  or  other  large  packages,  un- 
usual among  Indians,  shall  not  be  considered  as 
^opds  bdQDgiiic;boaa  fide  tp  Indians.'* 
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"No  higher  or  other  tolls  or  rates  of  feriiage  than 
what  are  or  shall  be  payable  by  natives,  shall  be 
demanded  on  either  side;  and  no  doties  shall  be 
peyable  on  any  goods  which  shall  merely  be  ear- 
riid  orer  any  of  the  portages  or  carrying-places 
on  either  side,  fur  the  parpose  of  being  immediate- 
ly reimbarked  and  carried  to  some  other  place*  or 
places.  But  as  by  this  stipnlation  it  is  only  meant 
to  secure  to  each  party  a  free  passage  across  the 
porta^  on  both  sides,  it  is  agreed  that  this  ex- 
emption from  dn^  shall  extend  only  to  snch 
goods  as  are  carried  in  the  usual  and  direct  road 
across  the  portage,  and  are  not  attempted  to  be  in 
any  manner  sold  or  exchanged  dnrinc  their  pass- 
age across  the  same;  and  proper  regulations  may 
be  established  to  prerent  the  poasmility  of  any 
frauds  in  this  respect" 

"As  this  article  is  intended  to  render,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  local  advantages  of  each  party  com- 
mon to  both,  and  thereby  to  promote  a  disposition 
favorable  to  friendship  and  good  neighborhood,  it 
is  aereed  that  the  respective  Qovemments  will  mu- 
tually promote  this  amicable  intercourse,  by  caus- 
ing speedy  *and  impartial  justice  to  be  done,  and 
necessary  protection  to  be  extended,  to  all  who  may 
be  concerned  therein." 

Now,  sir,  the  firet.  thing  I  have  to  say  is,  that  this 
expressly,  in  the  plainest  words  an^  for  the  strong- 
est reasons^  gives  to  both  nations  the  free  and  com- 
mon use  01  all  existing  portages. 
'  "No  duties  shall  be  payable  on  any  goods  which 
shall  merely  be  carried  over  any  of  Ihe  portages 
or  carrying-places  ox»  either  side,  for  the  purpose 
of  beine  immediately  re-embarked  and  carried  to 
some  otner  place  or  places.  But,  as  by  this  stipu- 
lation it  is  only  meant  to  secure  to  each  psrt^  a 
free  passage  across  the  portages  on  both  sides,  it  is 
agreed,^'  Ac. 

Yes,  Fir,  it  makes  ail  of  them— the  Grand  Port- 
age and  all — ^free,  onen,  and  common  to  both  na- 
tions, and  to  all  or  both.  It  does  so  for  reasons 
worthy  of  the  age  and  the  men.  While  we  are  in- 
flaming ourselves  about  the  ambition  of  England, 
and  the  cruelty  and  rapacity  of  her  traders;  while 
we  sit  and  listen  to  denunciations  of  the  negotiator 
of  the  new  treaty  for  allowing  those  traders  to  row 
their  canoes  up  the  same  rapid,  and  carry  them  on 
their  backs  over  the  same  portage,  with  our  own, 
as  if  the  liberties  of  America  were  sold,  just  listen 
to  that  strain  of  higher  mood,  in  which  the  grand 
and  mainly  reasons  are  assigned  in  Jay's  treaty  for 
this  self-same  thing: 

"As  this  article  is  intended  to  render,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  local  advantages  of  each  party  commcm 
to  Doih,  and  thereb|r  to  promote  a  disposition  fa- 
vorable to  friendship  and  good  neighborhood,  it  is 
agreed,'''&c. 

You  see,  therefore,  sir,  that  if  it  is  a  crime  or  a 
blander  to  open  these  portages,  it  is  no  new  one. 
The  treaty  by  which  the  honorable  Senator  tries 
this  treaty,  had  opened  them  before;  it  had  opened 
them  all;  it  had  opened  the  Qrand  Portage,  six 
miles  south  of  Pigeon  river,  just  as  much  and  as 
widel]r  as  it  openeid  all  the  rest.  It  opens  "all  on 
both  sides,"  in  so  many  words;  and  it  opened  that, 
or  it  opened  not  one. 

The  next  remark  I  make  on  this  subject  is,  that 
Jay's  treaty  expressly  declares  that  no  duties  shall 
be  exacted  for  the  mere  transit  of  goods  across 
these  portages.  If  they  are  brought  within  our 
territory. for  sale-^if  the  ri^ht  of  portage  issou^t 
to  be  converted  into  a  right  to  open  a  market  and 
set  up  a  shop, and  thus, to  sell  within  American 
territory,  instead  of  transporting  across  it,  then 
duties  are  to  be  paid.  But  the  right  of  portage, 
direct  and  bonajide,  is  free,  and  embarrassed  by  no 
duty. 

Jast  so  it  is,  and  subject  to  just  the  same  limita* 
tions,  in  the  new  treaty  Ponages  it  makes  free 
and  open.  Goods,  iherafore,  which  are  carried 
across  these  portages,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  in 
good  faith,  will  be  subject  to  no  transit  duty.  But 
goods  brought  into  American  territory  to  sell; 
goods  which  shall  be  arrested  and  taken  out  of  di* 
rect  and  fair  transit  across,,  and  exposed  for  sale, 
will  be  subject  to  doty  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 
I^othing  is  made  free  but  the  rieht  to  carry  across. 
He  who,  under  color  of  using  that  privilege,  eXerts 
another,  puts  himself  out  of  the  exemption  of  the 
treaty. 

If,  theiK  sir,  it  is  a  crime,  or  blunder,  to  allow 
the  Canadian  trader  to  carry  merchandise  to  the 
great  northwest  beyond  the  line  of  our  extreme 
^andar^i  and  bring  furs  back,  free  of  transit  duty 


John  Jay  set  the  example  of  it.  He  did  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  harass  such  enterprise  as  that 
by  duties  on  blankets,  and  gunpowder,  and  rum, 
and  hominy,  and  wildcat  skins!  Following  the  ex- 
ample of  all  civilization,  he  thought  "dUpositions 
favorable  to  friendship  and  good  neighborhood" 
cheaply  purchased  by  such  courtesy  as  tnis.  Even 
if  the  portages  had  all  been  on  the  American  side 
of  the  line,  as  they  were  not — for  this,  aAer  all,  is 
onlv  a  right  of  ttte  transit  given  to  England  for  a 
right  of  free  transit  given  by  her— he  would  have 
disdained  exactions  so  unproductive,  so  vexa- 
tious, so  universally  discountenanced  by  all  inter- 
national decencies  of  intercourse. 

Since,  then,  sir,  the  new  treaty  and  the  old,  in  the 
matter  of  these  portages,  are  just  alike,  you  mav 
wonder,  perhaps,  what  the  honorable  Senator  real- 
ly means  when  he  sajrs  that  the  new  treaty  brings 
back  the  British  traders  whom  the  old  one  had  sent 
awajr.  Over  and  over  again  he  has  made  this  dec- 
laration. Long,  long  (says  he)  had  these  tribes 
languished  to  return  to  the  Grand  Portage;  negoti- 
ation afler  negotiation  had  been  tried  for  that  pur- 
pose in  vain;  there  they  were  up  at  Kamanistiqnia 
and  the  unclassical  Dog  river,  stretching  out  their 
arms  "tUterioris  ripa  amore^  when  the  American 
Secretary  put  himself  at  their  head — a  Moses,  a 
Joshua,  (for  he  makes  them  both,}  and  led  them 
back.  Now,  what  in  the  world  does  all  this  reallv 
meani  Sir,  without  promising  to  be  able  to  tell 
you  that.  I  will  lay  the  exact  facts  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  leave  you  to  judge  for  yourselves. 

For  many  years,  then,  before  1793,  and  down  to 
1803,  the  Canadian  traders  not  only  travelled 
across  the  Grand  Portage  and  other  portages  on 
their  way  west  from  Lake  Superior,  but  they  had 
their  general  depot  at  the  Grand  Portage.  They 
there  had  storehouses,  dwelling-houses,  and  all  the 
necessary  fixtures  and  permanent  establishments 
of  a  trading-post.  WelK  sir,  this  place  was  and  is 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The 
middle  of  Pigeon  river  is  the  boundary  line — for 
several  miles,  at  least— up  from  its  mouth,  by  the 
trea^  of  1783,  by  the  treaty  of  1848,  and  by  the 
concession  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri; 
and  this  place  was  and  is  six  miles  south  of  that 
line.  In  lw)3,  (probably  some  time  before,)  a  rumor 
reached  that  post  that  the  American  collector  of 
customs  at  Michilimackinac  intended  to  levy  duties 
upon  all  the  merchandise  and  property  there,  upon  ' 
the  ground  that  they  werewithm  the  United  States: 
and  thereupon  the  traders  broke  up  and  abandoned 
the  depot,  and  established  a  new  one  at  Kamanis- 
fiquia,  since  called  Fort  William,  fifty  miles  north- 
east from  the  Grand  Portage.  There  it  has  been 
ever  since. 

And  now.  sir.  I  deny  that  Jay's  treaty  caused 
the  removal  ot  this  depot  to  Fort  William,  or 
that  the  new  treaty  will  bring  it  back  to  the 
Grand  Portage.  The  rights  and  the  liabilities  of 
these  traders  under  the  two  treaties  are  identi- 
cally the  same.  They  have  had  no  Pharoah,  and 
have  found  no  Moses.  Why,  sir,  does  the  hon- 
orable Senator  say  that,  under  the  new  treaty, 
they  can  come  back  to  the  Grand  Portage,  re-es* 
tablish  their  depot,  build  shops  and  houses,  store 
their  goods,  and  buy  and  sell  as  they  did  before 
180^  1  Certainly  not;  for  the  treaty  expressly  de- 
clares a  line  ofboundary  which  brings  that  portage 
within  the  United  States;  and  it  secures  these 
British  subjects  no  right  whatever  in  it,  but  to 
use  it  as  a  carrying-place  for  the  direct  mere 
transportation  of  things  over  in  good  faith — a 
naked)  strict  right  ol  way.  What,  then,  can  they 
do  under  this  treaty,  does  he  say  1  Why,  they 
can  build  their  depot  on  the  north  bank  of  Pi- 
geon river,  near  its  mouth,  opposite  the  Grand  Por- 
tage; and  thence  they  can  travel  across  the  Grand 
Portage,  and  all  the  other  portages,  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods.  Very  well;  be  it  so.  Could  they 
not  have  done  the  same  thing  under  Jay's  treaty  1 
Exactly,  exactly.  Was  not  the  Pigeon  river  tne 
true  boundary  for  at  least  several  miles  from  its 
mouth  in  1794?  Why,  the  honorable  Senator  ad- 
mits it.  It  is  the  true  boundary,  he  admits,  es- 
tablished by  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  it  has  been 
the  true  boundary  ever  since.  Then,  sir,  the 
next  day  afler  the  treaty  of  1783  was  made— the 
next  day  after  Jay's  treaty  was  made,  and  at  any 
and  every  moment  from  that  time  to  this,  these 
traders  could  have  built  their  depot  on  the  north 
side  of  Pigeon >  river,  and  travelled  to  their  hearts' 
content  over  grand  portages  and  little  ones,  i6 
the  tone  of  the  Canadian  boat-sone,  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods.     And  that  is  everything  they  can 


do  by  the  new  treaty  I  And  vet  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  said  to  have  realised  the  achievements 
and  blended  the  separate  fame  of  Moses  and 
Joshua,  by  leading  back  the  British  traders  whom 
Jay  had  driven  out 

It  is  true,  undoubtedly,  that  the  new  treaty  for 
the  first  time  expressly  ascertains  Pigeon  river  to  be 
the  boundary.  It  for  the  first  time  enables  all  par- 
ties on  both  sides  to  make  all  their  arrangements 
upon,  and  with  a  certain  knowledge  of,  that  import- 
ant fact.  It  puts  an  end  to  the  long  and  harassing 
doubt  whether  the  Dog  lake,  the  Pigeoq  river,  or 
the  Fond  du  Lac,  is  the  point  on  Lake  Superior 
from  which  the  line  should  set  out  westward.  In 
that  sense,  and  to  that  extent,  it  appriies  British 
and  American  traders  of  their  exact  rights  and  ex- 
act privileges,  and  allows  them  to  govern  them- 
selvesaccordingly.  In  that  sense,  and  to  jbat  ex- 
tent, it  enables  them  to  do  what  they  could  not  pru- 
dently do  before.  But  does  the  honorable  Senator 
only  mean,  then,  to  complain  that  an  important  un- 
settled line  has  been  settled,  and  to  this  extent  set- 
tled rightlyl  To  that  it  comes  at  last,  and  to  nothing 
else. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  the  attention  of  the  Senate  ha.^ 
been  withdrawn  so  long  from  the  consideration  ol 
the  bill  for  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon, (which  is 
the  subject  properly  before  you,)  by  any  merely  col- 
lateral matter,  however  important.  But  it  was  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  who  first  turned 
aside  from  the  defence  of  the  bill  to  attack  the 
treaty  of  1842.  Approving  with  my  whole  heart 
and  whole  reason  tnat  great  arrangement  of  peace 
and  of  honor,  I  do  not  conceive  that  I  am  in  fault  for 
losing  sight  of  the  bill  upon  your  table  to  follow 
him.  I  only  hope  the  episode  may  not  bear  a  loo 
disproportionate  relation  to  the  mam  performance. 
And  yet,  why  is  a  discussion  of  the  treaty  which 
you  have  just  concluded  irrevelant  to  the  imme- 
diate question  before  youl  If  that  treaty  has  been 
believed,  by  the  thoughtful  and  good  of  both  coun- 
tries, to  go  far  and  do  much  to  restore  and  con- 
firm the  kind  regards  of  the  two  great  branches 
of  the  English  name  and  blood— if  it  has  composed 
one  of  their  more  exasperating  and  inveterate  dif- 
ferences—if it  has  sweetened  their  tempe<  and 
smoothed  their  brow— if,  in  the  mod^  of  en- 
tering on  and  continuing  that  negotiation,  Eng- 
land has  been  observed  to  abate  somewhat  of  her 
pride  and  of  her  distance,  and  to  be  willing  to  meet 
frankly  and  half-way,  in  confidence  and  in  honor, 
her  daughter,  her  rival,  so  emulous  of  her  own 
glory,  so  proud  of  her  own  lettered  and  martial' 
fame— if  tne  result  of  a  negotiation  so  begun,  so 
conducted,  may  fairly  be  reckoned  amon^  the 
triumphs  of  reason  and  of  civilization,  a  victory 
of  peace,  atributle  to  the  dntyof  peace,— now  solici- 
tous should  we  be  not  now,  by  the  thoughtless  act 
of  a  moment,  to  undo  all  that  it  has  done;  to  dis- 
appoint all  that  it  has  promised !  How  solicitous, 
especially,  to  do  nothing  which,  while  it  endangers 
our  territory,  shall  sully  our  honor ! 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  MOREHEAD, 

OF  KENTUCKY. 

In  Senate  of  Iks  UnUed  StaUs,  January  ^t  1843.— 
On  th^regon  bill. 

Mr.  MOREHE AD  said  that  he  had,  a  few  days 
since,  submitted  to  the  Senate  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  Executive  for  information  as  to  certain 
alleged  acts  of  the  British  Government,  by  which 
it  has  exerted  an  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
Oregon  Territory.  The  ofllicial  answer  to  that  call 
was  conveyed  in  the  communication  which  had 
just  been  read  to  the  Senate. 

[The  communication  itself  was,  in  effect,  as 
follows:  The  Secretary  of  State  says  that  a  letter 
from  Thomas  J.  Famham,  datea  4th  January, 
1840,  appears  to  have  been  transmitted  to  that  de- 

Srtment,  by  the  Secretary  ot  War,  in  the  month  of 
ay  following;  and  that,  on  the  6th  of  the  same 
month,  a  letter  was  transmitted  to  the  American 
minister  in  London,  with  extracts  from  that  com- 
munication. As  the  President  was  desirous  of 
knowing  whether  the  intelligence  contained  in 
Mr.  Farnham's  letter  relative  to  large  grants,  by 
the  British  Government  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany, of  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  land  in  the 
Oregon  Territory,  and  of  supposed  grants  and  sales 
of  those  lands  by  that  company  to  individuals,  was 
well  founded,  the  minister  was  instructed  to  make 
I  application  to  the  proper  quarter  for  information 
"  on  the  subjecU    In  presenting  the  matter  tothe  ^  ' 
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ish  Goveroment,  he  was  assured  that  do  such  grant 
of  lapd  had  been  made  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany; and  that  the  only  grant  which  bad  been  made 
to  that  company  was  a  grant  ol'  exclusive  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  cef  tain  parts  of  North  America 
for  a  further  term  of  twenty-one  years,  on  the  sur- 
render of  the  former  grant.] 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  say  that  his  object,  in  the 
call  which  he  had  made,  was  to  place  before  the 
Senate,  for  the  further  course  of  this  discussion, 
authentic  statements  of  fact  in  relation  to  tl^e  report 
so  generally  credited,  that  grants  of  land  bad  Men 
made  by  the  British  Government  within  the  Ore- 
gon Territory.  He  had  desired  more  particularly 
to  have  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate  the  letter  whicn 
accompanied  the  Secretary's  communication— a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  a  gentleman 
at  its  date  in  the  Territory,  and  employed  by  the 
Government  in  an  official  capacity.  It  is  of  the 
year  1839  or  1840,  and  mentions  as  a  fact — that 
which  was  then  and  there  believed  to  be  true — that 
the  British  Gk)vernment  had  granted  to  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of 
land  in  iheneiffhborhooa  of  the  straits  of  Juan  de 
Fuca,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory. 

I  learn  with  pleasure  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  steps 
which  were  thought  advisable  as  to  calling  the 
attention  of  the  British  Government  to  this  allega- 
tion, and  their  official  denial  of  the  fact  thus  stated. 
The  disavowal  satisfies  me  that  the  supposed  grant 
has  not  been  made;  but  it  by  no  means  convinces 
me  that  everything  but  the  form  of  such  grants  i$ 
not  most  real.  The  disclaimer  does  not  alter  the 
acts  of  the.  British  Government,  except  as  to  their 
direct  and  open  responsibility;  nor  the  possession  of 
Che  Hudson  Bay  Company,  so  far  as  all  the  real 

Ear  poses  of  possession  are  to  be  accomplished.  I 
old  the  disclaimer  only  material  as  to  the  forrns 
under  which  these  things  are  done.  Setting  aside, 
however,  that  point  of  the  allegation,  I  think  we 
have  abundant  proofs  that  Great  Britain,  directly 
or  indirectly,  exercises  exclusive  jurisdiction  and 
enjoyment  of  the  Territory;  that  if  she  has  not  al- 
ready dispossessed,  she  is  rapidly  and  surely  dis- 
possessing: us;  and  that  she  therefore  completely 
violates  tne  convention,  in  point  of  fact,  while  she 
respecHs  its  forms. 

The  words  of  the  third  article  of  the  convention 
of  1818  are  as  follows: 

"It  is  agreed  that  any  country  ihat  may  be 
claimed  by  either  party  on  the  oorlhwest  coast  of 
America,  westward  of  the  Stony  mountains,  shall, 
together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and  the 
navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free 
and  open,  for  the  term  often  years  fVom  the  date  of 
the  signature  of  the  present  convention,  to  the  ves- 
seh<,  citizens,  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers;  it 
being  well  understood  that  this  agreement  is  not  to 
be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which 
either  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  may  have 
to  any  part  of  the  said  country:  nor  shall  it  be  taken 
to  anect  the  claims  of  any  other  power  or  state  to 
any  part  of  the  said  country:  the  only  object  of  the 
high  contracting  parlies,  in  that  respect,  being  to 
prevent  disputes  and  .dLifferences  among  them- 
selves." 

Now,  sir,  this  is  claimed  and  construed  as  a  treaty 
of  joint  occupation;  and  that  joint  occupation  tem- 
porary, for  it  is  to  last  but  te%year8. 

A  joint  and  a  temporary  occupation  would,  one 
would  say,  exclude  the  idea  of  permament  forts 
and  fixed  settlements — things  which  mark  the  very 
opposite  of  the  only  two  forms  of  possession,  per- 
manent and  temporary.  Under  the  latter,  tents  may 
be  setup,  shantees  erected,  and  cabins  or  other  such 
rude  and  occasional  shelters  be  built  for  momenta- 
ry use.  But  ibe  felling  of  forests,  the  construction 
of  regular  habitations,  the  fencing  in  of  fields,  the 
regular  culiivation  and  improvement  of  the  soil, 
the  fitting  up  of  saw-mi Ihs,  the  assemblage  of  work- 
shops, and  of  many  other  of  the  appliances  of  fixed 
sojourn  and  employment,  certainly  denote,  espe- 
cially with  forts  to  protect  them,  something  more 
than  transient  possession,  and  constitute,  and  are 
meant  to  constitute,  aJasting,  and,  of  course,  ex- 
clusive occupation  of  the  places  thus  appropriated. 
Now,  what  are  the  proceedingsof  the  great  and 
permitted  agent  of  these  British  infringements— the 
Hndson-  Bay  Company?  The  report  of  Captain 
Nathaniel  J.  Wyeth  (No.  101  Indian  Affiiirs)  shall 
tell  you. 

Here  Mr.  M.  read  to  the  following  purport  from 
Captain  Wyeth: 

**The  company  h^e  now  their  chief  establishment   U 


at  Fort  Vancouver,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Col- 
umbia, about  eighty  miles  above  its  mouth;  for  Fort 
George,  (Astoria,)  the  older  station,  is  now  a  mere 
look-out,  where  little  trade  is  done. 

**At  Vancouver  are  stationed  about  two  hundred 
men,  usually  employed  in  agricultural  or  mechan- 
ical labor.  There  is  a  saw-mill  about  six  miles 
•above  it,  which  supplies  lumber  for  themselves 
and  for  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The  fort  is  a  stock- 
ade, with  accommodations  for  the  people  employ- 
ed at  it,  two  large  guns  not  in  use,  and  such  de- 
fences merely  a.s  are  necessary  againSt  the'Indians. 
To  this  point  all  the  supplies  for  thefuMrade  are 
sent,  and  here  the  returns  are  collected." 

He  proceeds  to  enumerate  and  describe  the  other 
British  posts  in  Oregon:  Waltahwallsh,  Oknugen, 
and  Colville,  on  the  ColumbiajFlathead,  on  the 
river  of  that  name;  the  Big  Wood  post,  at  the 
mouth.of  Big  Wood;  and  a  station  not  permanently 
occupied  at  the  mouth  of  Umbiquoi. 

He  proceeds  to  relate  the  arts  by  which  American 
competition  is  excluded  or  crushed,  and  the  traders 
driven  away.  Their  parties,  he  says,  frequently  in 
violation  of  treaties,  pass  witblfi  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Missouri.  This  was  don^  in 
1833,  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  contrary,  it  was  said, 
to  the  instructions  of  the  company,  but  probably 
with  their  consent. 

He  funher  says:  "I  have  been  informed  that  the 
British  Government  have  given  an  assurance  to 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company  that  they  will  not  sur- 
render anv  part  of  the  country  north  of  the  Colum- 
bia; or,  it  tney  do  so,  they  will  remunerate  them 
for  any  establishments  they  may  have  made  in  that 
part  of  it." 

He  proceeds  to'  give  an  account  of  the  younger 
and  entirely  agricultural  settlement  of  Wallumette, 
on  the  south  of  the  Columbia,  where  some  twenty 
or  thirty  men,  formerly  in  the  employment  of  the 
company,  cultivate  small  farms. 

He  concludes  as  follows: 

"In  conclusion,  I  will  observe,  that  the  measures 
of  this  company  have  been  conceived  with  wisdom, 
steadily  pursued,  and  have  been  well  seconded  by 
their  Government,  and  the  success  has  been  com- 
plete; and,  without  being  able  to  charge  on  them 
any  gross  violations  of  the  existing  treaties,  a  few 
years  will  make  the  country  west  of  the  mouiUains 
as  completely  English  as  they  can  desire.  Already 
the  Americans  are  unknown  as  a  nation;  and,  as 
individuals,  their  power  is  despised  by  the  natives 
of  the  land.  A  population  is  growing  out  of  the 
occupancy  of  the  country,  whose  prejudices  are  not 
with  us;  and,  before  many  yefirs,  they  will  decide  to 
whom  the  country  shall  belong,  unless,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  American-  Gkivernment  make  their 
power  felt  and  seen  to  a  greater  degree  than  has 
yet  been  the  case." 

The  statements  of  Mr.  Slacum  (an  agent  of  the 
Government,  whose  report  may  be  found  in  the 
same  body  of  documents  and  same  number)  are 
still  minuter,  but  to  the  same  general  effect. 

He  gives  an  account  of  the  formal  surrender  of 
Fort  GeorgefAstoria)  in  1818,  in  conformity  wiih 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  the  ceremonies  with  which  , 
the  British  agenUi  passed  it  into  our  hands.  The 
fact  itself  goes  far  to  mark  an  admission  of  our 
claim  of  sovereignty.  The  fort  itself  was  soon 
after  destroyed  by  fire,  said  to  have  been  put  by 
the  Indians. 

His  visit  marks  a  considerable  progress  of  things 
since  the  time  to  which  Mr.  Wyeth's  description 
applies.  "Fort  Vancouver  occupies  (in  1837)  double 
the  old  space.  There  are  thirty-nine  buildings 
within,  and  forty-nine  cabins  under  its  walls;  a 
large  barn,  with  seven  other  buildings  attached;  an 
hospital  and  boat-honse  on  the  river;  a  saw-mill, 
employing  tweniy-eight  men,  and  cutting  above 
two  thousand  feetof  timber  daily,  &c.  The  farm 
contains  three  thousand  acres  in  cultivation,  em- 
ploying one  hundred  laborers.  The  whole  number 
of  persons  attached  to  the  establishment  is  from 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  to  eight  hundred.  The 
farm  produced  in  1837  eight  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat;  five  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  bar- 
ley; six  thousand  bushels  of  oats;  nine  thousand 
iHishels  of  peas;  fourteen  thousand  bushels  of  pota- 
toes; and  large  qpantities  of  other  crops.  They 
had  a  large  threshing  machine;  a  distillery;  (discon- 
tinued;) a  grist  mill;  a  stock  of  one  thousand  black 
cattle;  seven  hundred  bogs;  two  hundred  sheep; 
near  five  hundred  horses;  and  forty  yoke  of  work- 
ing oxen."  [In  short,  it  would  appear  to  be  pretty  , 
much  such  a  farm  as  the  famous  one  of  old  Mr. 


Coke,  (the  Earl  of  Leicester,)  inEogUmd* 
lishment  about  as  mueh  like  a  perma&eni  aeitle< 
meat  as  his.] 

I  might,  sir,  (proceeded  Mr,  Morbheap,)  xonlci- 
ply  quotations;  but  these  are  enough  to  ahow.thiat, 
.  mikder  the  ;name  and  coyer  of  the  Hudaan  B|iy 
Company,  the  Brilish  Governmeut.is  inaeHial,4iDd 
regular,  aiid  exclusive  possession  of  this  lerrilpry. 
It  is  entirely  under  ^he  .control  of  that^great  aaso- 
qiation,  at  whose  back  the  Gtovertuneat  iiself  stands, 
whenever  there  is  need.  Tbey  have  not  only 
turned  you^  joint  possession  out  of  doors,  but  sys- 
tematically set  savgge  spies.  ppDi^  your  st^ps,  if  yoa 
wander  towards  your  ^nqient  tenemex^.  They 
unite  against  you  all  t<belDcUap,  tribes,  poison  their 
minds jigfMnst  you»  and  trajn  them  on  to  a  ranr- 
derous  hostility.  Th^y.bftvei  indee|,  taken,  in  all 
respects,  those  stealthy  and  ine^ofksible.mietbodsol 
gi^ile  which  (skilful  jiatloB  as  they  are)  tlvbr  ksow 
perfectly  how  to  employ,  when  more  available  than 
force.  Forbearing  to  alarm  you  by  anyhow  of 
Strengih,  and  to  rouse  you  by  any  open  contravene 
tion  of  the  treaty,  .they  have  yet,  without  an  eQort, 
(husbanding  their  own  resources,  and  not  cfUiing 
put  yours,^  thrpugh  the  commercial  noeebanism  of 
a  powerful  and  enterprising  company,  and  its  far- 
spreading  agents  and  posts,  accomplished,  to  a  great 
extent,  everyihipg  that  they  could  wish,  or  we 
dread.  They  have  swept  the  country  of  its  rich 
furs,  obtained*  a  complete  ascendency  over  its 
trtbe«,  kept  you  off*,  started  new  modes  of  life  more 
permanent  than  those  which  have  failed,  and,  in 
short,  got  sQ  long  a  start  upon  you  in  the  race  of 
possession,  that  you  must  at^pnce  exert  yourself,  if 
yon  would  not  be  distanced.  Are  all  these  things 
to  go  on,  until  she  comes  to  found  a  new  title  up- 
on the  very  length  of  the  wrong,  and  bar  you  for* 
ever  by  pleading  the  statute  of  limitations^ 

Nor,  sir,  is  all  this  to  be  escaped  by  saying  that 
these  are  the  acts  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
and  not  of  the  British  Government.  They  are 
done  under  the  sanction  of  that  Government,  and 
they  are  the  surest  means  of  achieving  ics  purpioses. 
They  form  its  system  of  territorial  encroachment 
almost  everywhere,  and  especially  against  all  na- 
tions capable  of  resisting  direct  attack.  They  are 
done  by  its  subjects — ^not  wandering  outcasts  mere- 
ly, but  a  numerous  body,  organized  and  char- 
tered, giAed  by  the  Gk»veniment  with  high  privi- 
leges, and  strictly  accountable  to  it.  Unquestiona- 
bly, if  such  a  body,  watched  over  as  it  is  by  the 
British  Government,  pursues,  for  a  series  of  years, 
measures  so  admirably  fitted  to  break  up  our  access 
to  that  country,  and  all  that  common  enjoyment  of 
it  which  the  convention  of  1818  stipulates,  Britain, 
to  whose  advantage  against  us  all  these  aeis  of  her 
great  association  turn-^Britain,  whose  surest  sys- 
tem of  encroachment  and  dispos6essi<Hi  they  form 
— Britain,  who  takes  from  that  company,  as  us  mis- 
tress and  sovereign,  all  that  it  can  aiatch  from  os — 
Britain,  I  say,  must  be  held,  in  effect,  to  do  all  these 
things,  let  her  evasively  disavow  them  as  mnch  as 
she  will. 

Referring  to  the  British  act  of  Parliament  of 
July  2, 1821,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts quol^ 
its  fourth  section  to  show  that  it  expressly  refused 
to  give  any  such  license  to  trade  in  the  Oregon  Ter^ 
ritory,  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citisens 
of  the  United  States  who  may  engage  in  the  trade 
there.  And  he  cited  the  sixth  section  of  iht  same 
act,  to  show  that,  in  setting  up  there  the  junsdiction 
of  their  own  Canadian  courts,  they  haid  expressly 
excepted  such  places  as  were  within  any  civil  Gov* 
ernment  of  the  United  States. 

I^Here  Mr.  Croats  reminded  Mr.  M.  that  the 
British  Government  ha'd  distinctly  declared  that 
the  purpose  of  this  act  was  limited  ta  British  sub- 
jects, and  not  meant  to  include  Americans.) 

Mr.  M.  continued.  I  am  aware  of  their  disclaim- 
er: but  I  regard  it  as  of  no  ^reat  importance  what 
they  say  in  these  diplomatic  interchanges  of  the 
best  reasons  they  can  findtojusUfy  the  policy  which 
they  are  resolved  to  pursue.  Their  acts  we  know; 
and  are  perfectly  able  to  judge  of  as  plain  ones  as 
these,  let  their  declarations  be  what  they  may.  And 
now,  what  is.  the  law  that  I  have  statedl  Very 
fair  in  seeming,-  and  very  considerate  of  our  rights. 
It  says  that  it  is  to  extend  to  no  place  within  any 
civil  government  of  the  United  States.  Well, 
they  know  perfectly  well  that  We  have  set  up  no 
eivil  jurisdiction  whatever  in  that  entire  country; 
and  they  have  thus  far  taken  care  that  we  shall 
have  nobody  there  to  set  it  up  over;  so  that  they 
know  that  they  apply  their  jurisdiction,  by  this  act, 
to  the  entire  country. 


^.  10<t. 


mtmmmm»mtmt 


.$7-fH'',C0N0****9D  Ssfti. 


inmncDix ;  ve  tiiB  ooNaKsssioHAt  ftiMMtt 


^Sttffe  J)ebt*-~Afr.  Merritk. 


■StiriiA^Mb 


^l 


)  Senate. 


/Itt  is '  ctef , :  then,  what  ^D^Und^s .  inlerprelaUQa 

of  iMnt  OGcnftiicy  i|iciiis.    U^r  practice  defines  it; 

4Ml'it  jsviiiucidiisiveoecapaDcy  bj  her.    A  "com- 

•  ihoD  poaauaiott «irith  os,"  meaas  her  haring  a  nnm- 

iier  of.  Unts\  **a  free  eDJormeiit  by  both  the  high 

«ootf8CliDg. parties/'  sisnines  the  exclasive  for  and 

.  lomber  ttade,  aaw-millB,  honauis,  i&c;  to  "hnat 

.  and  :tQ  fish"  intenda,  b^ond  donbc,  fkrms  of  3,000 

acns,  wo^ed  by  100  laborers.   And  then  what 

cciKioiia  aooityabQnt  infringing  your  jurisdiction, 

when  she.  has  already  taken  such  ezcelleni  care 

that  there  -shoiiidha  nobody .  tliere  for  yon  to  extend 

it.-osrer  1    If  she  meant  fairly,  sorely  these  things 

would  notJM  dgoe;  and  1  hoM  the  em  ire  aeries  of 

heBacts.;and  the  manifest  designs  which  they  are 

.  eviery ':day  adnoeing;  as  an '  mter .  and  systemalic 

iaffactlan  of  the  tmtr  by  her.    In  confirmation  of 

:tbis,  Mr.  M:  read  a  mrther  extxaet  from  Captain 

vWyhthb  stataneot,  detailing  the  psoceedings  of  tibe 

jHi]dsoo:>Bhy  Company. 

tAnd  now;. what sa^s  sheas  &> these  settlements, 
;  and  ;theiiermaneney*o£  claim  to  them,  which  she 
.recQgniscaiisbbtahied  by  thoae  making  them? 

in  the  n^odatiens  of  18B7,  between  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, on  4)or  part,  and.  Messrs.  Hnsklsson  and  Ad- 
.diaglonon'hen,the  latter,  on  this  point,  thos  de- 
clam  the  intentions  of  their  GtoYemment: 

*^Tothe  fasterests  and  establishments  which  Brit- 
ish indostry  and  enterprise  have  created,  Oreat 
Britain  ow«s  protection.  That  protection  will  be 
.given,  both  as  leoards  settlement  and  freedom  of 
trade  and  na^igitloD,  with  every  attention  not  to 
infiringethe  co-ordinate  rights  of  the  United  States: 
it  being  the  desire  of  the  British  Government,  so 
long  :as  the  joint  occopaney  cominoes,  to  regulate 
its  own  oblii^tioos  by  tfae  same  rules  which  gov- 
ern the  obligations  of  every  other  occopying  party." 

Protection,  then,  will  be  given  to  these  establish- 
ments, ••both  as  to  settlement  and  trade."  Here, 
then,  are  '^efdabKshments"  and  'Settlements  "  vala- 
aUe  and  fixed  possessions,  which  England  aeclares 
herself  bound  to  protect:  and  this  is  toe  joint  occu- 
pancy !  A  powerful  exclusion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  "settlements"  and  "establishments"  and  "crea- 
tions of  British  industry  and  enterprise"  on  the 
other. 

But  that  "protection"  she  will  render  "with  every 
attention  not  to  infringe  the  co  ordinate  rights  of 
the  United  Statear."  Oh,  of  coarse  not !  Great  Brit- 
ain never  infringes  any  co-ordinate  rights  of  oth- 
ers—never encroaches  upon  anybodv  anywhere! 
No,  never !  Her  scrupnlotisness  in  this  respect  is 
celebrated  over  the  whole  earth,  not  only  upon  this 
continent,  but  as  for  as  India  ^d  China.  And  then 
it  is  so  easy  for  her  to  reconcile  our  rights  of  joint 
occupancy  with  this  assurance  of  protecting  her 
subjects  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  in  whatever 
they  have  "created  by  their  enterprise  and  indus- 
try'^— all  their  "settlements  and  establishments !" 

Sir,  I  held  the  proceedings  of  her  company  most 
unequivocal;  and  I  urged  tnaf  her  long  piermission 
of  them  was  a  sanction  which  made  them  abund- 
antly her  own.  But  this  declaration  I  take  to  be 
an  explicit  assumption  of  all  these  progressive  acts 
of  possession— a  recognition  affirming  all  that  pos- 
session, and  encouraging  her  seulers  to  ?o  on  and 
add  whatever  other  "interests"  "British  industry 
and  enterprise"  can  "create." 

What,  then,  are  you  to  dol  All  admit  the  rapid 
tendency  of  her  measures  completely  and  finally 
to  dispossess  you.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts says,  "if  she  takes  possession,  so  should  we." 
I  agree  with  him,  and  think  I  have  shown  that  she 
has  done  so.  This  bill  will  but  do  it  equally  on 
our  part.  It  but  goes,  as  we  should  at  least  go, 
pari  passu  with  her.  I  bold  the  formal  grant  of 
lands  to  be  iio  more  than  she  has  already,  in  effect, 
practised.  But  we  can  at  least  give  with  a  condi- 
tion. Shall  she  say  that  she  will  malce  seulers 
whole,  and  maynotwel  Can  she  promise,  with- 
out an  infraction  of  the  convention,  that  she  will 
make  good  the  establishments  of  her  settleis,  and 
shall  not  wel  Make  then  nu  positive  grants,  but 
only  promise,  as  she  does. 

As  to  our  title,  the  common  opinion  of  the  entire 
Senate  make^no  doubt  of  it.  Do  you  intend  to 
abandon  itl^Does  even  Great  Britain  think  of 
doing  so  with  her  flimsy  claim?  When  did  she 
ever  yield  such  a  pretension,  except  for  a  large 
equivalent?  She  nourishes  no  idea  of  receding 
from  her  claim,  but  takes  every  measure  the  most 
skilful  to  enforce  and  to  insure  it.  Hence  the 
train  of  measures  that  she  is  pursuing. 

The  question  then  is  but,  at  last,  of  negotiation  or 
War,   Of  coursci  I  prefer  the  former;  bot|  much  us 


.1  love  peaoe— greatly  AS  I  shonld  deplore  a  hieteh 
with  that.  kindFed  nation— than  to  yield  to  this  en- 
CiY)achment,I  will  accent  far  rather  the  sad  choice 
of  arms.  1  may  say  th»  the  rather,  because  neither 
my  feelings:  nor  my  taste  have  ever  led  me  to  rail 
ac^BiBst  Britain.  I  love  that  great  cation  for  her 
noble  instiitttions,  her  laws,  flhe  freest  in  the  world 
except  our  own^)  her  valor,  her  policy,  her  social 
greatness,  her  needom,  the  venerable  mother  of 
ours.  Bnt  I  am  jealous  of  the  gigantic  progress  of 
her  power,  her  vast  designs  and  grasping  temper. 

On  either  eontmeat,  and  in  tba  remotest 'slioiesj 
she  stwtehes  towards  a  oniversal  empiit.  Africa 
feeb  her,  Syria  reeeives  her  garriaoBs^  on  either 
side  of  onr  ccoitiiient  she  threatens  every  shore; 
,  and,  while  she  spreads  ont  a  new  dominion  in  the 

treat  islands  of  the  South  Sea,  she  dispossesses  the 
eaeendantsof  the  great  Mogul,  and  breaks  the 
Commercial  wall  which  basso  long  separated  China 
ftom  the  rest  of  the  ^rld. 

It  is  time,  to  atandon  onr  supineness;  it  has  al- 
ready placed  us  at  disadvantage  enongh.  Wemwt 
proceed  as  Britain  -proceeds.  Do  nor  yiolate  the 
treaty,  bat  send  on  your  people  to  settle  and  defend 
the  cotintry,  and. give  them  assurances  that  they 
will  be  proiected. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  MERRICK, 

OF  Maryland. 


r,/V6ni«r«S5a,  1843.---npon  the  resolu- 
tions offered  by  McDoitie,  in  relation  to  the  State 
debts. 

Mr.  Walkbr  having  condnded  his  remarks— 

Mr.  MERRICK  rose  and  said:  I  regret,  Mr. 
President,  the  necessity  which  presses  upon  me 
again  to  intrude  upon  the  auention  of  the  Senate, 
and  occupy  a  further  portion  of  its  now  almost  in-' 
valuable  time  with  a  discussion  leading  to  no  prac- 
tical results:  indeed,  I  have  been  much  astonished 
at  the  peniaacity  with  which  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  continue  to  renew  and  force  upon  the 
Senate  this  discussion,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the 
valuable  and  important  subjects  for  practical  legis- 
lation pending  biefore  us,  and.  consequently,  to  the 
l^reai  detriment  of  the  public  interest,  after  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  have  twice  determined  by  sol- 
emn votes,  upon  yeas  and  nays,  that  they  could  not 
dhd  would  not,  at  this  time,  entertain  these  abstract 
propositions.  But,  much  as  I  have  been  surprised 
at  tois,  I  am  still  more  surprised — indeed,  sir,  I  am 
utterly  confounded — ^by  the  declarations  made  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDcffib] 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  and  repeated  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Wauieb.]  These 
declarations  are  of  a  character  so  extraordinary 
and  so  unusual  here,  thai  I  am  unwilling  and  un- 
prepared to  make  any  reply  to  ihem;  and  I  shall, 
therefore,  leave  them  to  be  judged  of  by  the  Senate 
and  the  country,  in  the  face  of  which  they  have 
been  made.  Argument  would  be  vain  in  combat- 
ing positive  declarations  tbatgentlemen  will,  under 
certain  circumstances,  refuse  to  redeem  the  bonds 
of  this  Government,  issued  under  the  sanction  of 
all  the  forms  of  a  law  of  Congress:  I  shall  leave 
them,  therefore,  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  and 
the  country,  and  pass  on  to  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  more  immediately  in  hand.  1  have  before 
announced  on  this  floor,  that,  as  often  as  gentlemen 
might  see  fit  to  renew  these  assaults  upon  the 
States  and  upon  State  credit,  I  felt  bound,  and 
held  myself  prepared,  to  meet  them;  and  I  intend  to 
fulfil  the  promise  then  made.  It  is  a  solemn  dutv 
1  owe  to  my  constituents  to  interpose  in  every  snch 
case.  And  what  excites  my  special  wonder  is,  the 
distrust— the  unusual  and  unjustifiable  distrust — of 
the  people,  manifested  by  these  attempts  to  force  on  a 
discussion  here,  for  no  conceivable  purpose,  unless 
it  be  to  forestall  and  control  the  action  of  the  public 
mind. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Mc- 
Duppib]  has  been,  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  his  remarks  which  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  hear,  contending  against  propositions  which 
have  not  been  presented  or  suggested  here,  upon 
which  we  are  not  required  to  act,  and  which,  so  far 
as  they  exist^at  all,  are  mere  subjects  of  discussion 
and  inquiry  among  the  people;  and  shall  we  assume 
upon  ourselves  the  power,  or  attempt,  in  any  way, 
to  arrest  the  people  in  their  discussions  and  inqui- 
ries? Are  they  not  to  be  trubted  to  deliberate,  to 
discuss,  and  inquire  into  public  measures,  and 
make  up  their  minds  as  to  the  direction  th^  may 
see  fit  to  give  to  their  public  afialrs?  Shall  we  un-  | 
1  dertake  to  coittroland  direct  them  in  the  exercise  of  J 


this  great  and  fundamental  rights  and  leiu:h  vt^em 
how  they  are  to  demean  themselves  gnop  ,su^h 
questions  as  the  gentleman  has  discussed?  lorj jis;  it 
not  rather  our  duty,  as  the  mere  a^nts  of  tbej^t^ea 
and  people,  to  conform  our  acuon  to  (b^tr  iJvaUI 
They  are  the  sovereigns— we  the  agents;  .aai#ie 
we  so  terribly  afraid  of  the  ignorance,  or  iacomfe- 
lei^ce,  or  wickedness  of  those  for  whom  waare  <fent 
here  to  act,  that  the  natural  order  oi  things  must  be 
reversed;  9tul  we  are  to  neglect  our  appropriate  and 
a39igned  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  them 
lessons  in  advance,  and  checking  the  (ree  and  fnill 
exercise  by  them  of  the  rights  of  inquiry  and  dis- 
cussion on  whatever  subject  they  please  to  discuas? 
I  rather  think  it  is  our  duty  to  obey  the  behesta  ^f 
public  opinion,  not  to  direct  or  control  .ii4  forma- 
tion. Such  is  at  least  the  professed  doctrine,  and 
anch  shoukl  be  the  practice  of  gentlemra*  The 
.y^nator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDorf^B)  aaka 
if  anybody  supposes  there  is  any  "iahereot*wei^ 
In  this  Gorenim«nt|  or  that  they  have  the  pginrer  in 
give  to  tbe  people  any  more  inoney  than  Hiey:  first 
extract  from  the  people?"  and  tbenee  he  am«es:«ll 
attempts  at  relief  are  worse  than  useless  ^Hqw»  air, 
I  will  admit  the  gentleman's  position,  bai  denjr.his 
conclusion;  because  you  already  have,  longamce, 
drawn  from  the  people  the  money  i^ceasafy  U>  the 
acquisition  of  that  vast  fund,  the  public  lands, 
which  is  adequate  and^ample  to  afford  all  the  relief 
now  wanted  or  asked  for,  and  which  yon  mostim- 
justly  withhold,  although  it  can  in  no  other  way  be 
so  well  and  beneficially  applied.  Here  is  an  im- 
mense property  of  almost  incalcalable  value,  a,  part 
of  it  acquired  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  our  revo- 
lutionary fathers,  and  the  residue  pnrehaated  by 
money  long  since  contributed  by  the  peoplegentr- 
ally;  which  i.s  usdess,  or  wonie  than  aseless,  to  this 
Government,  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  now  held 
and  dispoeed  of;  but  which,  properly  applied,  is 
much  more  than  ample  for  tlie  relief  of  the  indebt- 
ed States  and  the  whole  community,  but  which  yon 
sternly.  remoX^lesslv  withhold,  turning  a  deaf  ear 
to  all  the  demands  from  every  quarter  for  the  re- 
lief it  could  afford;  and  fhlse  issues  are  gotten  up 
about  the  assumption  of  State  debts,  which  nobody 
has  proposed,  or  thinks  of  proposing;  and  of  this  it  is 
that  I  complain,  and  against  which,  in  thenameand 
in  the  behalf  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  1  enter  my 
most  solemn  protest 

Sir,  it  has  been  argued  that  this  land  fand  is  ut- 
terly insignificant,  and  therefore  yon  will  not  grant 
it— surrender  it,  rather— to  its  rightful  owners, 
now  that  they  want  it.  and  are  in  distress.  This 
argument  confute  itself.  If  the  fund  be  really  so 
insignificant,  why  do  you  make  such  a  pother 
about  it?  Why  not  yield  it  at  once,  if  it  is  not 
worth  contending  fori  Be  it  ever  so  small,  a  littla 
would  give  some  relief  to  people  in  distress;  it 
would  give  them  comfort,  ana  free  you  from  their 
vexatious  demands.  Yet  you  will  not  yield  it,  and 
your  refusal  proves  the  pretence  to  be  false.  It  is 
true  that  bat  a  comparatively  small  sum  appears  to 
have  been  received  into  the  treasury  during  the 
last  year  from  this  source;  bat  then  it  is  equally 
true,  and  cannot  be  denied,  thai,  until  very  lately, 
these  lands  had,  for  a  series  of  years,  yielded  an 
average  of  about  ten  millions  of  dollars  annually; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  will,  under  a 
proper  administration,  again  yield,  in  a  very  little 
while,  as  much,  or  vA'y  nearly  as  much.  Now, 
anyb^  can  calculate  how  great  would  be  the  re- 
lief aflorded  by  this  sum  annuallv  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  States. .  A  child  can  tell  you  upon  what 
amount  of  State  debts  it  would  pay  the  interest,  at 
three  or  at  six  per  cent  There  is,  sir,  a  steady  but 
constantly  increasing  demand  for  the  public  lands 
for  settlement  and  cultivation,  bearlne  a  just  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  our  population,  from 
natural  causes,  and  by  emigration  to  the  country. 
This  demand  has  always  heretofore  been,  and 
must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  continue  to  be,  pro- 
gressively increasing.  Tell  me  not^t^en,  that  the 
fond  is  insignificant,  or  that  as  much  will  not  be  de- 
rived from  It  in  future,  if  properly  administered, 
as  it  has  heretofore  yielded.  But  gentlemen  may 
ask,  why  there  is  so  little  derived  from  it  just  now? 
I  answer,  these  are  extraordinary  times  of  em- 
barrassment and  difficulty,  and.  to  some  extent, 
the  land  sales  are  affected  thereby;  but  they  are 
much  more  materially  and  fatally  aff*ectedl^  tha 
manner  in  which  these  lands  are  now  disponed  of. 
There  is  no  inducement,  under  your  present  pre- 
emption laws,  to  purchase  at  all;  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  every  possible  inducement  to  delay  pur- 
chasing.  As  soon  as  a  district  of  country  is  stii« 
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Teycd  uDder  your  present  laws,  settlers  have  a 
right  to  go  upon,  ana  make  selections  of  the  best 
and  most  choice  portions  of  it,  and  they  acquire  the 
right  of  pre-emption;  that  is,  they  acqaire  the  right 
to  hold  their  settlements  against  all  tne  world,  on 
condition  only  that  they  shall  pay  the  Govern- 
sient  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  whenever 
(be  Executive  shall  jplease  to  have  it  sold.  This 
sale  he  may  order  in  one  year,  or  not  for  twenty 
years;  and.  so  long  as  the  public  sale  is  not  made 
by  order  of  the  President,  the  settlers  hold  and  en- 
joy the  lands  without  interest  on  the  purchase  mo- 
ney. They  are  purchasers  on  a  crecut,  at  the  will 
of  the  President,  without  interest.  Who  can  ex- 
pect that  sales  will  be  made,  or  much  revenue  de- 
rived from  these  lands,  under  such  a  system? 

Many  years  ago  it  was  found  that  the  sale  of 
the  puDlic  lands  upon  a  credit  was  nnwise,  and 
created  the  dangerous  relation  of  debtor  and  credit- 
or between  the  Gk>vernment  and  too  many  of  its 
citizens.  That  policy  was,  therefore,  then  changed 
—-the  existing  debts  were  forgiven,  by  allowing  sur- 
renders, the  price  of  the  lands  reduced  one-half, 
•  and  cash  sales  piescribed  for  the  future.  But,  by 
some  sort  ot  legerdemain,  we  have  now  got  back 
to  credit  sales  m  a  ten  times  more  destructive  and 
dangerous  form.  How  many  thousand  voters  are 
now  on  the  public  lands,  the  debtors  of  the  Qov- 
emment  in  fact,  under  the  disguise  of  pre-emption- 
ers,  at  the  mere  will  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  millions  of  dollars?  How  anxious  must 
they  not  be  to  prolong  their  credit,  since  they  pay 
no  interest?  and  how  difficult  must  it  not  be  for  a 
President  to  resist  their  solicitations  to  delay  the 
sales!  and  how  dangerous  is  not,  or  n^ay  not  this 
absolute  control  over  the  interests  of  such  numbers 
of  people  become,  in  the  hands  of  an  Executive  of 
this  country?  Sir,  this  system  must  be  changed. 
The  people  will  not  longer  consent  that  so  great 
and  valuable  an  inheritance  shall  be  appropriated 
to  the  exclusive  use  of  a  few,  while  others  aresuf- 
lering  for  the  want  of  their  just  proportion;  neither 
will  they  much  longer  allow  so  great  and  such  dan- 

Serous  power  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  any  Presi- 
ent. 

Something  was  said  in  connexion  with  the  sub- 
ject of  State  debts  the  other  day,  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen,]  about  British  bankers 
and  British  brokers.  1  did  not  distinctly  under- 
stand the  application  of  those  remarlra,  but  supposed 
they  were  intended  to  lessen  the  sense  of  obligation 
to  pay  these  bonds,  because  they  were  held  by  such 

ale.  Mr.  President,  1  have  nothing  to  do  with 
ers  or  brokers,  British  or  American.  I  have 
no  interest  in  these  matters,  (xcept  as  a  tax-payer; 
my  taxes  I  find  are  heavy,  and  to  pay  them 
I  am  obliged  to  part  with  means  necessary  to  pro- 
vide properly  for  the  comfort  of  myself  and  chil- 
dren. Yet,  sir,  I  do  pay  them  promptly  and  willing- 
ly; and,  sir,  these  children  shall  toil— yea,  sir,  they 
and  their  sire  shall  toil,  in  the  earth,  so  long  as  this 
arm  is  nerved  or  this  heart  is  warm,  sooner  than 
the  fair  fame  of  our  State  shall  be  tarnished  by  a 
refusal  to  pay  to  the  last  cent  of  our  debts,  no  mat- 
ter who  holds  our  bonds.  Our  debts  have  been 
fairly  contracted;  and,  by  the  blessing  of  God  and 
the  efficacy  of  human  energy,  we  of  Maryland  will 
toil  on  to  the  last,  and  submit  to  all  sorts  of  priva- 
tions, but  we  will  redeem  our  plighted  faith.  Re- 
pudiation has  no  hold  in  oiyr  soil;  there  were  but 
two  members  of  our  last  Legislature  who  were  sup- 
posed to  countenance  such  a  doctrine,  and  they 
representing  counties  always,  I  believe,  opposed  to 
the  policy  which  has  produced  our  indebtedness, 
and  therefore  surly  and  discontented  under  the 
pressure  of  the  necessary  taxation;  and  yet,  sir, 
those  two  gentlemen  met,  upon  their  return  home, 
the  indignant  frown.s  of  their  noble-minded  con- 
stituency, and  were  dismissed  from  the  public  ser- 
vice. Those  constituents  feel,  and  deeply  feel,  the 
pressure  of  the  times,  and  are  disappointed  and  dis- 
satisfied to  find  that  direct  taxation  Kas  come  upon 
them;  but,  nevertheless,  they  prefer  their  difficulties, 
and  will  bear  them  willingly,  taxes  and  all,  rather 
than  submit  to  dishonor.  There  is  still  alive 
among  them,  sir,  (and  long  may  it  be  cherished !) 
that  proud  spirit  of  sturdy  independence  and  con- 
scious integrity  which  characterized  their  honored 
ancestry.    They  will  never  repudiate  their  debts. 

But,  sir,  while  we  intend  to  exert  our  every 
merve  to  maintain  our  honor  and  meet  all  our  en- 
gagements—while we  shall  be  delving  to  earn  the 
means  necessary  for  our  subsistence  and  for  this 
purpose,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  forget,  in  the  midst 
of  our  toils  and  privations,  that  there  are  those  that 


coi^d  easily  relieve  us,  and  who  will  not;  that 
there  are  those  who,  having  our  means  in  their 
hands  as  our  trustees — means  which  our  blood  and 
treasure  have  before  acquired,  and  which  are  am- 
ple for  our  relief— yet  coldly  withhold  those  means 
from  our  use,  and  turn  with  disdain  from  our  suf- 
fering and  our  wants;  nay,  more,  who  select  this 
very  time  to  aggravate  both,  by  unnatural  and  un- 
called-for assaults  upon  our  credit.  Sir,  we  cannot 
and  we  will  not  forget  nor  overlook  these  things. 
We  come  not  to  you  as  mendicants,  asking  you  to 
assunie  or  pay  our  debts.  No,  sir;  we  disdain  all 
such  abasement.  But  we  ask,  we  demand  our 
rights— our  fair  proportion  of  a  vast  common 
property,  which  you  are  wasting,  and  which 
would  make  us  happy  if  you  wouldbut  relax  your 
iron  grasp. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  subject  was  to 
enter  into  our  next  elections;  and  I  suppose  the 
object  of  gentlemen  is  to  make  up  issues  for  that 
election.  I  am  willing,  quite  willing,  to  go  down 
to  the  election  upon  this,  the  true  issue,  as  I  now 
put  it.  Gentlemen  must  not  expect  me  to  allow 
them  to  make  up  false  issues  upon  a  Question  so 
vitally  interesting  to  my  constituents.  No,  sir;  if 
justice  is  to  be  withheld  from  us,  1  will  at  least  see 
that  the  true  issue  is  made;  and  upon  that  I  am 
ready  to  meet  gentlemen  before  the  people.  I  go 
fur  relief— relief,  by  applying  to  the  present  wants 
and  necessities  of  the  people  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  which  are  rightfully  theirs,  and  wJiich 
you  are  wastinjg:;  and  I  have  before  shown,  though 
you  now  disguise  the  fact,  that  this  fund  properly 
administered  is  amply  sufficient  to  afiord  us  great 
and  permanent  relief. 

I  offer  you,  Mr.  President,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  McDuF^FE,]  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  most  wisely  did  the  fathersofihe 
Republic,  in  establishing  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  so  frame  that  sacred  instrument  that 
it  should  be  plain,  easily  understood,  and  intelli- 
gible to  all  upon  whom  it  was  to  operate  as  a  rule 
of  action;  and  that  it  is  not  competent  for  any  de- 
partment of  the  GK)vemment,  established  by  it,  to 
enlarge  or  contract  its  true  meaning,  of  which  the 
citizens  are,  and  of  necessity  must  be,  in  the  last 
resort,  the  exclusive  judges. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  assigned  duty 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  expound  the 
Constitution  to  the  people;  and  every  sucn  attempt 
is  a  departure  from  its  appropriate  sphere  of  ac- 
tion, and  argues  a  distrust  in  the  capacity  of  the 
people  for  self-government,  unwarranted  alike  by 
our  past  history,  and  the  present  enlightened  state 
of  the  public  mind. 

ResQlved,  That,  whilst  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  expound  the 
Constitution  for  the  people,  it  is  its  most  solemn 
duty  to  exercise  the  powers  intrusted  to  it  by  that 
instrument,  in  the  true  spirit  and  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  trust,  for  the  promotion  of  the  hap- 
piness and  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

Resolved^  therefore.  The  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple now  requiring  it,  and  full  power  over  the 
subject  being  given  to  Congress,  that  provision 
should  be  made,  without  further  delay,  for  the  fair 
and  equal  distribution,  among  all  the  States,  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  in  such  manner  as 
will  best  tend  to  remove  or  alleviate  the  evils  ol 
direct  taxation,  under  which  the  people  of  some  - 
of  the  States  are  now  suffering,  and  which  threaten 
soon  inevitably  to  be  visited  upon  other  States. 


REMARKS  OP  MR.  HUNTINGTON, 

OP  CONNEC I ICUT. 
In  SenaUj  Feitruary  25, 1843.— On  the  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act. 
Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  it  was  no  part 
of  his  purpose  to  addrei>s  the  Senate  on  the  general 
subject  of  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  act.  Tbere 
was  one  reason  (among  many  others)  which  would 
deter  him  from  making  a  speech  now;  and  that  was, 
the  necessity  imposed  on  the  Senate  to  devote  the 
few  remaining  days  of  the  session  to  action  instead 
oi  debate.  Our  unfinished  business  was  very  great, 
and  public  expediency  and  private  justice  both  de- 
manded that  we  should  proceed  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible to  dispose  of  it.  It  might  be  added,  that  prob- 
ably the  opinion  of  every  Senator  was  matured, 
and  that  discussion  would  not  alter  it.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  had  risen  solely  to  assign  the  reasons  for  the 
vote  he  should  give.  This  it  was  proper  he  should 
do,  especially  since  the  appeals  which  had  been 


made  to  Senators  whose  votes  were  given  In  £avor 
of^the  passage  of  the  bankrupt  act,  and  to  himself 
particularly  by  the  Senator  from  MaasachnsettB^ 
[Mr.  ChoateJ  on  a  portion  of  whose  roDarks  be 
should  be  pleased  to  comment,  if  the  bosiness^  be- 
fore the  Senate  should  allow  it.   He  ahoald  confine 
himself  to  a  brief  explanation  of  his  position,  and 
of  the  reasons  for  (be  course  he  should  pursoa. 
Mr.  H.  said  it  was  well  known  that  heretofore  he 
had  acted  with  those  who  were  desirous  to  have  a 
bankrupt  law  a  part  of  our  system.    When  I  came 
into  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  such  an  act  was  on- 
der  consideration;  and  the  first  vote  which  I  gava 
here  was  upon  a  proposition  which  related  to  sub- 
jecting banking  corporations  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act.    I  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  select 
committee  to  which  that  act  was  referred  for  re- 
vision and  final  modification.    It  received  all  the 
aUentlon  i  was  able  to  give  it,  and  it  had  my 
support  both  in  debate  and  by  vote.    I  continued 
to  advocate  and  vote  fot  a  bankrupt  act  until  it 
passed  the  Senate.    In  doing  tjo,  while  I  followed 
the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment,  I  believed  that 
I  was  carrying  out  the  views  and  wishes  pf  a 
large  majority  of  my  constituents.     I  was  awan 
that  there  was  somewhat  of  a  divided  opinion  in 
the  State  which  I  represent.    I  presented  many 
petitions,  numerously  signed,  in  favor  of  a  bank- 
rupt law,  and  very  few  in  opposition  to  it    I 
had  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  sentiment  of  the 
State  was,  in  genera],  favorable  to  its  passage.  I  was^ 
however,  left  to  the  free  and  unbiased  expression 
of  ny  own  views,  and  to  such  action  as  my  judg- 
ment should  dictate,  by  a  State  which  knew  i  would 
act  from  correct  motives,  and  from  a  conscientious 
regard  to  duty,  and  which  has,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  given  me  the  highest  proofs  of  her  confi- 
dence.   And  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  do  not  affirm  now, 
that  I  either  misunderstood  the  opinions  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  or  that  they  have  undergone  any 
change  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  the 
law  at  the  time  when  it  was  enacted.    But  they  are 
now  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  I  have 
received  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  Con- 
necticut on  this  subject,  but,  as  directory  and  an- 
thoritative,  they  do  not  control  my  action.  .  I  do 
not '  believe  in  the  modem  doctrine  of  instructions. 
Indeed,  there  is  hardly  any  doctrine  which  I  con- 
sider  more  palpably  unconstitutional,  and  more 
eminently  dangerous,  than  that  which  declares  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  a  Senator  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  Legislature  or  to  resign.    But  I  do  not  mean 
to  enter  into  any  argument  on  this  point    If,  how- 
ever, I  did  acknowledge  the  right  to  require  obe- 
dience to  siAh  orders,  I  should  obey  jthem  or  re- 
sign.   I  should  not  profess  to  be  a  believer  in  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  and  declare  my  zeadincss 
to  obey,  and  at  the  same  time  quibble  about  word;^, 
and  plead  in  abatement,  or  demur  specially  to  the 
instructions,  and  thus  avoid  a  compliance  by  object- 
ing to  the  form  in  which  the  order  had  been  passed. 
But,  as  I  utterly  deny  any  such  authority. on  the 
part  of  a  Legislature,  I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  this 
point.    Tiie  opinion  of  such  a  body  I  shall  treat 
with  respect;  and,  if  1  find  it  to  be  the  expression 
of  the  public  opinion,  maturely  formed  upon  ques- 
tions of  national  policy,   and  that   in  supporting 
thai  opinion  no  sacrince  of  conscience,  or  honor, 
or  constitutional  duty,  is  required  of  me,  it  will  re- 
ceive from  me  all  tnat  attention  and  respect  and 
weight  which,  under  such  circumstances,  it  eminent- 
ly deserves.  With  some  exceptions,  (of  men  of  the 
highest  character  for  intelligence  and  moral  worth,) 
the  State  which   I  represent  is  now   decidedly  op- 
posed, as  1  believe,  to  the  continuance  of  the  bank- 
rupt  law.     The  ofHnions  of  ihe  people  of  that 
Commonwealth  have  not  been  'hastily  formed,  nor 
are  they  the  result  of  bias,  or  prejudice,  or  caprice. 
They  have  been  deliberately  formed,  after  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  subject,  and  of  the  operation 
of  the  law;  and  my  constituents  have  spoken,  in 
various  forms,  in  language  which  cannot  be  mis- 
understood, and   in  a  manner   which    leaves  no 
room  for  doubt  as  to  their  wishes.    The  bankrupt 
law  is  considered  by  them  as  a   measure   which 
their   interests  and  those   of  the   Union    require 
should  not  be  persevered  in,  and  jy||ich  ougot  to 
be  repealed.    And  now  (said  Mr.  El^I  consider  it 
proper  to  carry  out  these  views  of  my  constituents. 
The  subject  is  one  on  which  they  have  a  right  to 
speak,  and  regarding  which  their  wishes  should  be 
carried  into  effect    It  is  their  right   to  say  that 
they  believe  their  interests,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
country  generally,  will  be  promoted  bjr  the  repeal  of 
the  bankrupt  law.    They  nave  exercised  that  righ; 
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in  different  forms,  which  are  plain  and  intelligible, 
and  which  admit,  in  myjodgment,  of  no  reasona- 
ble doubt.  They  believe  that  those  interests  reqni  re 
that  the  act  shall  not  be  continued  as  a  part  of  the 
law  ol  the  land.  *  In  voting,  therefore,  as  I  shall  do, 
for  the  repeal  of  the  law,!  shall  act  in  accordance, 
as  I  think,  with  the  wishes  of^e  people  who  sent 
me  here— shall  respond  to  the  call  made  upon  me 
bv  my  feHow-citizens  who  have  given  me  this 
place  of  res]>onsibility  and  honor— and  perform  an 
act  which  will  be  in  accordance  with  their  clearly 
expressed  opinions,  and  their  convictions  of  what 
is  required  by  principTes  of  private  justice  and  pul>- 
lic  expediency.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  considered  it 
proper  to  make  this  explanation,  and  would  leave 
the  SQtgect  without  fbrtner  remark. 


[The  following  speech  was  made  at  the  2d  session 
of  the  fi7th  Congress,  as  will  be  seen  by  its  date; 
but  it  was  not  written  oat  by  the  member  and  de- 
livered to  us  until  after  the  Appendix  for  that  ses- 
sion was  completed,  which  will  account  for  its  ap- 
pearance in  this  volume.] 

SPEECH  OP  MR.  J.  C.  EDWARDS, 

OF  HIBSOURL 
/tt  Ihs  Houu  of  BeprtsenUUiveSf  July  11, 1842.— On 

the  tariff. 

Mr.  Chauiman  :  The  hour  is  late,  and  the  House 
is  thin,  and  several  members  yet  wish  to  speak ; 
and  in  two  hours  after  we  meet  to-morrow,  this 
debate  will  be  closed,  under  the  resolution  adopted 
for  that  purpose. 

I  shall  say  only  enough  to  show  my  position  on 
the  tariff.  One  hour  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  me 
to  go  into  the  subject  fully;  and  in  less  than  one 
hour  I  can  state  my  points,  and  give  the  character 
of  my  tables,  and  show  the  position  I  occupy  in 
reference  to  the  tariff.  At  this  late  hour,  and  so 
near  the  close  of  this  debate,  I  cannot  expect  to  do 
more.  I  may  not,  then,  occupy  even  the  time  al- 
lowed me;  but  if,  hereafter,  I  write  out  my  speech, 
I  may  avail  myself  of  the  usual  liberty  under  the 
hour  rule — that  of  writing  even  more  than  I  may 

My- 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill.  I  am  not  only  opposed 
to  this  bill,  but  I  have  objections  to  any  tariff;  But 
I  am  especially  opposed  to  this  bill.  It  has  unusual 
features  for  a  tariff— features  more  than  usually 
objectionable.  Its  general  tendencies  will  be  to  en- 
courage domestic  manufactures;  to  cut  off  foreign 
importations;  and  to  drive  this  Government  into  a 
system  of  direct  taxation.  But,  in  the  progress  of 
my  remarks,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  less  objec- 
tion to  the  general  tendencies  of  the  bill,  than  to  iis 
particular  features.  Any  tariff  would  have  the 
same  general  tendencies;  but  a  more  moderate 
tariff  would  hasten  the  same  results  less  rapidly. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill;  but  I  am  not  Unfriendly 
to  manufactures,  and  never  have  been,  but  have  al- 
ways been  friendly  to  them.  I  have  seen  many  of 
them  flourish  in  our  country,  and  have  taken  great 
pleasure  in  doing  so;  and  1  hope  that  such  as  can 
ne  made  profitable  will  continue  to  flourish.  The 
manufacture  of  those  things  which  we  are  com- 
pelled to  have  during  a  state  of  war,  we  should  en- 
courage at  any  expense,  and  at  all  hazards. 

I  am  opposed  to  a  tariff:  but  we  necessarily  have 
one;  and,  while  that  is  the  case,  a  fair  protection 
will  be  given  to  our  manufaciures  generally.  But 
that  tariff  which  will  give  the  most  revenue,  under 
existing  circumstances,  will  give  a^  much  protec- 
tion as  the  manufacturing  interest  should  ask  for. 
Too  high  aiariff  will  lead  to  results  unfavorable 
to  the  manufacturing  interests  themselves.  A  high 
tariff  will  reduce  our  revenue  too  much,  and  force 
us  too  soon  to  direct  taxation ,  even  for  the  manufactu- 
ring interests.  It  will  force  into  existence  manu- 
factures which  cannot  be  profitable  except  under  a 
high  tariff,  and  which  must  be  abandoned  when 
we  are  driven  to  direct  taxation. 

The  lowest  revenue  standard  is  the  highest  pro- 
tection that  shoiiM.be  asked.  The  expense  of  im- 
porting foreign  merchandise  cannot  be  less  than  ten 
per  cent.,  and  oflen  reaches  fifteen.  •  If  it  reaches 
only  ten,  this  is  a  protection  of  ten  per  cent,  to  our 
domestic  manufactures.  If  our  tariff  be  only  twen- 
ty per  cent.,  this,  added  to  the  expense  of  import- 
ing, will  make  a  protection  t»f  at  least  thirty  per 
cent.  This  ought  to  be  enough.  But  this  pro- 
tection has  always  been  much  more,  and,  under 
|his  bill,  will  be  greatly  mor&— not  less  than  forty 


or  forty-five  per  cent,  on  an  average;  and,'  on 
many  articles,  one  hundfed  per  cent. 

The  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  the  great  leading 
employment  in  our  country.  Almost  every  man 
who  has  no  employment  more  profitable,  engages  in 
agriculture.  Almost  every  man  who  engages  in 
auy  trade,  or  traffic,  or  speculation,  or  manufacture, 
does  eo  because  he  believes  it  more  profitable  than 
cultivating  the  soil.  And  a  great  question  in  this 
discussion  is,  whetMr  we  should  make  other  pwsuUs 
mote  proJUable  than  agricuUure.  We  ar^  not 
forced  into  the  manufacturing  system  for  want  of 
land  to  cultivate.  We  shall  have  plenty  of  room 
for  aU  our  population  for  years  to  come,  and  much 
to  spare. 

By  our  last  census,  we  have  3,717,750  persons 
engaged  in  agriculture.  Of  all  the  other  classes, 
but  978,651  have  employments.  Of  this  numt>er, 
15,303  are  eng:aged  in  mining;  117,575  in  com- 
merce; 56,0S5  in  navigating  the  ocean;  33,067  in 
navigating  canals  and  rivers;  65,236  engaged  in 
.the  learned  professions;  and  791,545  in  manufac" 
tures  and  trades.  The  population  engaged  in  agri- 
culture is  about  five  times  as  great  as  that  eneaged 
in  manufactures  and  trades  both  together.  All  the 
other  interests  of  the  country  bear  out  a  small  pro- 
portion to  the  agricnltural.  It  is  the  leading  employ- 
ment in  point  of  numbers;  and  they  have  the  power 
to  say — if  they  choose  to  say  it — whether  they  will 
be  taxed  to  support  other  classes,  or  not;  and,  if  so, 
then  how  much.  The  tax  on  imported  ^oods  is  a 
tax  on  the  people  at  large,  and  a  protection  to  the 
manufacturers,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  the  tax. 

We  must  have  a  revenue.  If  we  raise  it  by  a 
tax  on  importations  generally,  then  we  must  pro- 
tect manufactures  to  the  extent  of  the  tax  on  manu- 
factured articles.  More  protection  than  thisshould 
not  be  asked.  If  any  description  of  manufac- 
tures is  more  profitab'e  in  our  Qovernment  than 
agriculture — our  great  leading  employment — then 
that  description  of  manufacture  can  be  put  into 
operation,  and  can  be  encouraged  and  made  to  pros- 
per, without  the  aid  and  protection  of  Government. 
If  any  description  of  manufaciures  is  only  equally 
profitable  witn  agriculture,  then  that  description  of 
manufacture  may  be  put  into  operation,  and  made 
to  flourish  as  well  as  agricuUure  itself,  without  the 
aid  and  protection  of  the  Government.  If  any  de- 
scription of  manufacture  be  less  profitable  than 
agriculture,  that  can  be  put  into  operation  and 
made  to  flourish  only  by  taxing  agriculture,  and  the 
more  profitable  descriptions  of  manufactures,  and 
other  pursuits,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  protect  the 
unprofitable  manufactures. 

The  tax  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  levving  on 
imported  goods  for  revenue,  has  operated,  to  the 
ext^t  of,  that  tax,  as  a  protection  to  domestic  man- 
ufactures. If  the  tax  for  revenue  be  twenty  per 
cent.,  then  those  manufactures  which  are  twenty 
per  cent,  less  profitable  than  agriculture  can 
DC  put  into  operation,  and  made  to  flourish  as  well 
as*  agriculture.  If  any  description  of  manu- 
facture requires  more  protection  than  twenty  per 
cent.,  then  the  question  may  well  begin  to  arise, 
whether  this  manufacture  is  not  costing  the  other 
pursuits  of  the  country  more  than  it  is  worth.  We 
must  have  revenue;  and,  while  we  continue  the 
svstem  of  imposts,  we  must  give  protection;  but 
that  protection  should  not  be  made  to  cost  us  too 
much. 

It  is  wrong  to  ihipose  taxes  upon  profitable  em- 
ployments, to  encourage  unprofitable  employments; 
to  drive  capital  from  profitable  investments  to  un- 
profitable investments;  to  drive  people  from  prof- 
itable labor  to  unprofitable  labor.  When  the  Gov- 
ernment does  so,  the  country  suffers  a  clear  loss 
of  the  difference  in  the  value  of  the  employments, 
and  of  the  expense  in  making  the  exchange  from 
one  employment  to  the  other.  When  she  does  so, 
she  acts  the  part  of  an  unwise  and  foolish  Gov- 
ernment, and  retards  her  own  progress  to  great- 
ness, and  that  of  her  people  to  happiness  and 
wealth.  Her  interference  with  the  labor  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country  may  enrich  a  few  of  her 
citizens;  but,  in  proportion  as  partial  legislation 
enriches  a  few— and,  perhaps,  in  a  still  greater  pro- 
portion— it  will  impoverish  the  balance.  And, 
what  is  still  worse:  her  influence,  when  exercised, 
operates  for  the  benefit  of  the  wealthy,  and  to  the 
injury  of  the  poor.  If  she  interferes  at  all  in  the 
employments  of  her  citizen?!,  her  interference 
should  operate  in  the  other,  direction.  It  would 
be  beUer  to  distribute  the  abundance  in  the  coffers 
of  the  richy  among  the  poor  and  the  needy,  than  to 
extract  the  ^ritttmcts  from  tlR^^ketsof  the  pooTf 


to  be  hoarded  in  the  coffers  of  the  rich.  But  the 
Government  should  interfere  with  neither.  Hands 
should  be  kept  off.  Each  should  be  allowed  to  seek 
the  employment  which  nature  and  circumstances, 
unconnected  with  partial  legislation,  have  rendered 
most  profitable;  and  each  should  be  allowed  to  reap 
the  full  fruits  of  his  own  industry  and  labor.  Give 
every  man  an  equal  chance.  God,  no  doubt,  wills 
that  each  should  have  fair  play.  One  part  of  us 
should  claim  no  advantage  over  the  balance  of  our 
countrymen;  and  the  balance  of  us  should  submit 
to  no  inequality  which  God  himself  has  not  cre- 
ated. We  should  submit  quietly  to  no  law  which 
gives  to  «ne  part  of  our  community  advantages,  or 
privileges,  or  immunities,  which  the  balance  of  us 
do  not  "enjoy;  and  we  should  oppose  all  laws  which 
tend  to  create  distinctions,  whetner  in  wealth,  or  in 
rank,'or  in  titles.  As  a  general  rule,  the  Govern- 
ment should  aid  no  class  of  her  citizens,  when  she 
must  do  it  at  the  expense  of  other  classes,  no  matter 
how'large  or  how  small.  No  one  part  of  onr  coun- 
try, and  no  one  class  of  our  citizens,  should  be  made 
subservient  to  another. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill — first,  because  it  is  pro- 
hibitory; second,  because  it  contains  the  minimum 
principle;  third,  because  it  taxes  sugar,  and  coffee, 
and  salt;  fourth,  because  the  general  rate  of  duties 
is  too  high  for  the  purposes  of  revenue;  fifth,  be- 
cause it  proposes  to  repeal  the  twenty  per  cent, 
clause  in  the  distribution  act!  sixth,  because  under 
this,  as  well  as  under  any  other  tariff,  the  taxes 
collected  are  not  in  proportion  to  the  property  pro- 
tected— the  poor  oAen  paying  as  mucn  as  the  rich, 
and  frequently  more^  and,  seventh,  because  of  all 
others,  the  system  of^imposts  is  the  most  expensive, 
and  consequently  the  most  oppressive,  system  of  tax- 
ation. V 

1.  This  bill  prohibits  the  importation  of  many 
articles.  So  far,  it  is  unconstitutional.  No  power 
is  granted  to  this  Government  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  goods.  And  this  Government 
can  do  only  what  i^he  is  empowered  to  do  by  the 
Constitution.  It  is  otherwise  with  the  State  Gov- 
ernments :  they  Can  do  whatever  they  are  not 
restrained  by  their  constitution  from  doing.  If  the 
people  of  a  State  had  no  constitution,  their  Legisla- 
ture would  be  unrestrained,  and  could  do  anything 
in  the  power  of  a  legislative  body  to  do.  -But  our 
States  have  constitutions,  and  these  constitutions 
restrain  the  action  of  the  State  Legislatures,  by  pre- 
scribing what  they  shall  not  do;  but  leave  tnem  the 
power  to  do  everything  which  a  legislative  body 
can  do,  except  those  things  which  the  constitutions 
prohibit  them  from  doing.  Not  so  with  Congress — 
the  Legislature  of  the  United  States.  She  can  ex- 
ercise only  such  powers  as  are  delegated  to  her  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  any  rea- 
sonable doubt  had  ever  existed  on  this  point,  that 
doubt  should  have  been  forever  seUled  by  the  tenth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution.  This  amendment 
provides  that  "  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  No  powers  are  vested 
in  this  Government,  except  such  a.s  are  ''delegated 
to\he  United  States  by  the  Constitution.''  No  pow- 
er is  sriven  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  ^oods. 
The  power  given  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
taxation  is  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises;  to  pay  'the  debts,  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States."  Taxes  must  be  laid  and  collected 
"to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  weliare,"  and  not  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  merchandise;  and  by  that  means  to 
give  aid  to  the  manufacturers,  or  any  other  partic- 
ular class.  Untaxes  are  to  be  laid  'Ho  pay  debts," 
then  they  roust  be  laid  to  collect  revenue,  else  no 
"debts"  can  be  paid.  But  taxes,  duties,  and  im- 
posts, laid  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  merchan- 
dise, are  not  intended  to  collect  revenue  '*to  pay 
debts;"  and  do  not  collect  revenue,  but  prevent  the 
collection  of  revenue;  and  are,  therefore,  uncon- 
stitutional. 

2.  This  bill  is  odious,  because  it  contains  the  mini- 
mum principle.  On  cotton  manufactures,  this  bill 
fixes  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
expression  "ad  valorem"  does  not  mean,  under 
this  bill,  according  to  actual  value ^  but  according  fo 
the  value  which  the  bill  fixes  on  an  article.  But 
the  language  of  the  bill  explains  itself.  It  provides 
"that  all  manufactures  of  coUon,  or  of  which  cot- 
ton shall  be  a  component  part,  not  dyed,  colored, 
printed,  or  stained,  not  exceeding  in  value  twenty 
cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  valoed  at  twenti» 
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cents  per  square  yard."  I'hiny  per  cent,  on  a  yard, 
valued  at  twenty  cents  per  yard,  is  six  cents  tariff; 
making  the  article,  with  cost  and  tariff,  worth 
twenty^ix  cents.  If  the  article  be  worth  anything 
less  than  twenty  cents  per  yard,  it  is  still  valued  as 
if  worth  twenty  cents  per  yard,  and  is  taxed  six 
cents  accordingly.  If  the  yard  of  cotton  be  worih 
but  six  cents,  or  less  than  six  cents  per  yard,  (and 
many  descriptions  are  worth  less  than  six  cents,) 
still  ihey  are  valued  as  if  wonh  twenty  cents,  and 
pay  the  six  cents  tax  per  yard.  A  tax  of  oix  cents 
on  goods  worth  but  six  cents,  is  a  tax  of  one  4iun- 
dred  per  cent.,  when  the  bill  professes  to  be  but 
thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  It  U  unfortunate  that 
the  people  of  the  country  cannot  generally  know 
that,  out  of  every  two  dollars,  which  they  pay  for 
coarse  cotton  manufactures,  they  pay  one  in  the 
shape  of  taxes^  and  profits  on  taxes,  to  this  Govern- 
ment. It  is  unfortunate  that  this  tax  falls  mainly 
upon  the  poor,  who  buy  the  coarse  article;  and  not 
.  upon  the  rich,  who  boy  the  fine  article.  It  is  un- 
fortunate that,  while  the  rich  pay  but  thirty  per 
cent,  upon  their  fine  cottons,  the  poor  are  compelled 
to  pay  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  their  coarse 
cottons.  It  may  be  answered  that  coarse  cottons  are 
still  sold  cheap.     If  this  be  so,  the  evil  still  exists. 

Cottons  imported  cannot  be  sold  for  less  than 
the  cost  and  the  tax.  If  the  cost  be  six  cents  per 
yard,  and  the  tax  be  six  cents  per  yard,  then  the 
yard  must  be  sold  for  twelve  cents;  and,  at  that 
price,  the  seller  makes  no  profit.  It  may  be  said 
that  the  competition  in  making  the  domestic  arti- 
cle reduces  it  below  twelve  cents.  If  an  article, 
equal  to  the  imported  article,  worth  six  cents  per 
yard,  can  be  made  here  and  sold  for  eleven  cents 
per  yard,  this  will  exclude  the  importation  of 
the  foreign  article,  because  that  must  bring  twelve 
cents  per  yard— the  cost  and  the  tax—else  the  im- 
porter loses  on  every  yard  of  it.  If  an  article  can 
be  made  here,  end  sold  for  le}ts  than  twelve  cents, 
similar  to  a  foreign  article  which  costs  six  cents 
here,  and  pays  a  tax  of  six  cents,  then  the  manu- 
facture of  the  former  must  exclude  the  importation 
of  the  latter.  If  for  an  article  equal  to  an  im- 
ported article,  worth  only  six  cents  per  yard,  we 
pay  our  home  manufacturer  eleven  cents  per  yard; 
then  we  give  him  a  bounty  of  five  cents  per  yard, 
and  this,  on  one  million  of  yards,  would  be  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

The  same  section  of  this  bill  provides,  that  "all 
manufactures  of  cotton,  or  of  which  cotton  shall 
be  a  component  part,"  *'dyed,  colored,  printed,  or 
stained,  in  whole  or  in  part,  not  exceeding  in  value 
thirty  cents  the  square  yard,  shall  be  valued  at 
thirty  cents."  If  they  cost  but  six  cents,  they  shall 
be  valued  as  if  they  cost  thirty;  and  if  they  cast  but 
six  cents  per  yard,  they  shall  pay  nine  cents  tax  per 
yard.  This  is  the  minimum  principle,  and  its  op- 
eration. I  shall  select  only  these  examples  from 
the  law.  The  principle  is  odious,  because  emi- 
nentlv  unjust  lo  the  poor,  and  fi:rievously  oppressive. 

3.  This  bill  taxes  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt.  So  far  as 
the  tax  on  these  articles  goes,  (and  no  small  amount 
of  our  revenue  will  be  raised  from  them,)  they  di- 
minish the  bounties  which  we  pay  lo  the  manufac- 
turer. Salt  should  be  excepted.  The  drawbacks 
on  this  article  about  equal  the  taxes  collected  from 
it  But  while  we  diminish  the  bounties  to  the 
manufacturer,  by  taxing  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  we 
increase  the  profits  pai^  by  the  consumer  upon 
these  articles.  But  the  general  and  nearly  equal 
use  of  these  articles  among  all  classes,  rich  and 
poor,  is  the  principal  objection  to  taxing  them. 
The  poor  and  the  rich  have  farai lies  about  equal  in 
size.  If  there  be  a  difference,  the  families  ol  the 
poor  are  generally  larger  than  those  of  the  rich. 
The  poor,  who  live  hard,  and  work  harder,  are 
strong,  robust,  and  hearty,  and,  consequently,  eat 
more.  The  rich,  who  live  easily,  and  work  none, 
are,  consequently,  more  delicate  and  more  abste- 
mious, and  eat  less.  While  the  former  would  drink 
his  three  cups  of  coffee,  the  latter  would  generally 
be  content  with  one.  The  poor,  then,  would  use 
more  sugar  and  coffee,  and  probably  more  salt,  than 
the  rich;  and  would,  therefore,  pay  more  taxes  on 
these  articles  than  the  rich.  This  would  be  against 
the  general  principle  that  the  GoremnurU  should 
collect  taxes  from  her  citizens  in  proportion  to  iM 
property  which  she  protects  for -them.  This  is  tax- 
ing provisions,  labor,  and  numbers,  instead  of  tax- 
ing property.  The  poor  cannot  escape  the  tax,  un- 
less they  deny  themselves  the  use  of  these  articles. 
This  they  do  not,  and  ought  not  to  do,  unless  you 
tax  them  too  heavily.  If  all  are  not  supplied  boun- 
UfoUjr  with  $0^,  coffee,  and  salt,  ihey  ought  to  be; 


and  any  law  which  prevents  a  bountiful  supply  of 
these  articles,  is  a  cruel  and  an  oppressive  law.  And 
if,  by  the  tax,  you  prevent'the  people  from  eating, 
you  do  not  get  the  tax;  and  you  starve  them,  and  you 
practise  your  cruelty,  and  you  are  guilty  of  oppres- 
sion, wiihoui  geumg  your  profit. 

4.  The  general  rate  of  duties  in  this  bill  is  too 
high.  The  object  of  the  tariff  is  to  raise  revenue. 
I  am  willing  to  discriminate;  but  discriminations 
should  be  /or  the  purposes  of  raising  revenue  and 
equalizing  the  taxes,  rather  than  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  one  cla^^s  of  citizens,  or  one  particular 
pursuit,  by  giving  them  part  of  the  profits  of  other 
classes  or  other  pursuits.  In  favor  of  those  articles 
which  are  indispensable  in  time  of  war,  we  should 
discriminate  nut  for  manufactures  generally, 
there  will  be  protection  enough  uoder  a  tariff*  for 
revenue,  without  any  unjust  and  oppressivediscrim- 
ination.  Too  much  discrimination  will  ruin  the 
manufacturers  themselves.  It  will  amount  to  pro- 
hibition, and  prohibition  will  drive  ns  to  direct  tax- 
atiou.  A  fair  revenue  tariff'  gives  as  much  protec: 
tion  as  most  manufacturers  should  want. 

If  an  article  can  be  made  in  another  country,  for 
example,  and  sold  to  us  25  per  cent,  cheaper  than 
we  can  make  and  sell  it,  then  we  ought  to  buy  the 
ariicle  from  that  other  country,  instead  of  making 
it  ourselves;  and  we  should  direct  our  capital  and 
our  labor  to  some  other  pursuits  more  profitable. 
No  man  has  a  risht  to  call  upon  the  Government 
to  make  his  employment  more  profitable  than  that 
of  other  men;  yet  the  Government  does  this  very 
thing.  By  an  ordinary  tariff*,  she  gives  to  the  man- 
ufacturer protection  to  the  amount  of  that  tariff;  and, 
to  that  amount,  advantage  over  other  pursuits,  only 
equally  profitable,  and  which  are  unprotected.  Of 
the  latter  class,  are  commerce,  navigation,  and 
agriculture.  The  latter  is,  to  some  extent,  pro- 
tected by  this  bill;  but  that  protection  is  a  mere  pre- 
tence, and  a  humbug.  You  protect  cotton,  hemp, 
and  tobacco,  when  the  fertility  of  our  soil,  and  the 
adaptation  of  our  climate  to  the  growth  and  pro- 
duction of  these  articles,  enable  us  to  make  them 
cheaper  than  any  part  of  the  world.  No  nation 
can  undersell  us  without  your  protection,  unless  you 
inflate  our  currency  so  as  to  make  us  the  market 
and  the  common  receptacle  for  everything  which 
the  balance  of  the  world  produces.  We  not  only 
undersell  other  nations  at  home  in  these  articles, 
but  we  undersell  them  abroad.  Your  protection, 
then,  is  a  humbug  and  a  mockery. 

But  the  manufacturer  is  not  content  with  the 
advantage  which  a  tax  for  revenue  gives.him.  He 
wants  more.  He  wants  the  burdens  of  the  rev- 
enue collected  from  such  articles  as  are  manufac- 
tured by  himself.  He  does  not  buy  the  foreign  ^ 
article,  but  uses  his  own.  He  pays  no  Ux,  then,  ' 
on  these  articles.  A  portion  of  his  countrymen 
buy  his  article,  and  pay  him  what  the  imported 
article  would  cost,  andf  the  tax  on  the  imported 
article.  The  latter  part  of  the  price  of  his  article 
is  the  bounty  which  we  pay  to  him  as  protection. 
Another  part  of  his  countrymen  buy  the  imported  ar- 
ticle, and  they  pay  the  cost  ofthatarticle,anathe  tariff" 
on  that  article;  and  from  this  class  are  collected  the 
revenues  of  the  Government.  The  manufacturer 
escapes  the  tax;  the  purchaser  of  the  domestic  ar- 
ticle pays  a  tax  to  the  manufacturer,  instead  of 
paying  one  to  the  Government;  and  the  purchaser 
ot  the  imported  article  pays  all  the  revenue  of  the 
Government.  Then  you  not  only  protect  the  man- 
ufacturer, but  you  exempt  him  from  tax,  so 
far  as  he  consumes  his  own  manufacture  instead 
of  the  foreign. 

5.  This  bill  proposes  to  repeal  the  20  per  cent, 
clause  in  the  distribution  law.  The  substance  of 
this  clause  is,  that  if  any  rate  of  duties  over  20  per 
cent,  is  imposed  after  the  passage  of  the  di^.ritm- 
tion  act,  then  the  distribution  is  t-o  be  stispended. 
This  bill  proposes  to  raise  the  duties  above  20  per 
cent..,  and  at  ihe  same  time  to  repeal  the  law  sus- 
pending the  distribution.  I  shall  say  nothing  now 
of  the  unconstitutionality  of  collecting  revenue  lo 
distribute  among  the  States,  whether  it  be  from  ihe 
customs  or  from  the  public  lands.  The  inexpe- 
diency of  the  measure  is  objection  enough.  This 
Government  is  in  debt,  and  unable  to  pay— is  a 
beggar,  and  unable  to  borrow.  She  wants  to  give 
away  money,  when  she  has  none  for  her  own  use, 
much  less  to  give.  This  is  evidently  unwise  and 
impolitic;  but  this  subject  I  will  notice  further  here- 
after. 

6«  I  stated,  as  a  general  objection  to  a  tariff",  that 
the  taxes  paid  underwit  were  not  in  proportion  to 
the  property  proleMS  by  the  Qovenuaent;  because 
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the  poor  generally  paid  as  heavy  taxes  under  tbe 
tariff'  as  the  rich,  and  often,  more.  The  tax  on 
sugar  is  one  example;  oir coffee,  another;  and  m 
salt,  another.  The  tax  on  cottons  and  other  articles 
where  the  minimum  principle  prevails,  is  an^  ex- 
ample where  the  rich  pays  his  30  per  cent.  <m  "file 
cottons,  and  the  pM  100  per  cent,  en  coanie  cottons. 
These  are  inequlnties  under  this  particnlar  hifl; 
but  no  tarifif  can  bearranged  so  as.  to  operate  equal- 
ly. Their  unequal  operation  isaa  objection  to 
tariffs  generallv.  The  manofactarer  is  measurably 
exempt  from  their  operation;  aad  while  o'iti?rs are 
burdeoed  to  death,  he  is  enilched  by  ihem.  As  the 
disease  profits  the  physician,  and  kiils  the  patient, 
so  the  tariff* profits  the  manufactarer,  and  mins  the 
consumer. 

7.  Of  all  others,  the  system  of  imposts  h  the 
most  expensive,  and,  consequently,  the  most  op- 
pressive system  of  taxation.  Frdml<30  to  1640, 
including  boihyeqrs,  $210,707^992  were i^o^ected, 
The  expense  ofcollecting  this  sum  was  Si  5}1 60,148. 
This  was  an  expense  of  over  7i  per  cent,  for  collect- 
ing.  But  this  is  not  the  expense  which  I  aHude  to, 
as  making  it  a  most  expensive  and  oppressive  sjrs- 
tem  of  taxation.  I  allude  to.  an  expense  far  more 
enormous,  extravagant,  and  oppressive.  1  allude 
to  the  profits  which  are  paid,  hy  the  cpnsiimer  upon 
the  tax  whioh  goes  into  the  treasury.  ■  In  examin- 
ing this  part  of  the  subject,  I  may  not  allude  again 
tathe  7i  per  cent,  for  collecting.  That  is.  two  in- 
significant to  be  noticed  here;  but  the  accumniatioii 
of  profits  on  the  tax,  by  the  time  they  are  paid  by 
the  consumer,  amounts  to  a  sum  which  seems  in- 
credible to  any  one  who  has  ndt  made  the  calcula- 
tion for  himself. 

I  shall  examine  this  part  of  the  subject  as  it  oper- 
ates  upon  the  West.  Of  part  of  that  country  I  have 
the  right  to  speak.-  On  the  balance  of  the  Ilnion 
the  operation  is  of  the  same  character,  but  not  in 
every  part  to  the  same  extent:  but  is  extensive  and 
injurious  on  all,  after  you  leave  the  sections  of 
country  immediately  around  the  importing  cities 
and  custom-houses. 

The  goods  which  we  use  in  the  "West,  on  which 
the  tariff  is  collected,  pass  first  through  the  hands 
of  the  importer;  second,  through  the  hands  of  the 
jobber;  third,  through  the  hands  of  the  Western  city 
merchant;  fourth,  through  the  hands  of  the  village 
or  country  merchant;  and,  fifth,  into  the  hands  of 
the* consumer;  and  there  they  stop.  E^ch  one  of 
these  persons  has  his  profit,  till  you  come  to  the 
consumer,  who  pays  all  the  profits  which  accumu- 
late on  the  goods  before  they  reach  his  handji:,  and 
makesnone  himself.  This  accumulation  of  profits 
applies  not  only  to  the  tax  upon  the  goods,  but  also 
to  the  original  cost;  and  it  applies  not  only  to  for- 
eign goods,  but  also  to  domestic  goods  made  Ea^ 
and  not  only  to  the  actual  value  of  the  domestic 
goods,  but  also  to  any  bounty  which  we  may  pay 
to  the  manufacturer.  But  my  main  object  is,  lo 
show  the  accumulation  of  profits  on  the  tariffT,  and 
the  expense  and  cost  of  collecting  revenue  by  that 
system. 

As  before  said,  the  goods  used  in  the  West  go 
through  the  hands  of  the  importer,  the  jobber,  the 
Western  city  merchant,  the  village  or  country 
merchant,  and  the  consumer.  To  Uie  importer,  the 
jobber  pays  ten  per  cent,  profit;  to  the  jobber,  ihe 
Western  city  merchant  pays  twenty  percent,  profit; 
to  the  Western  city  merchant,  the  village  or  coon'ry 
merchant  pays  thirty  per  cent,  profit;  and  to  the 
village  or  country  merchant,  the  consumer  pays 
fifty  per  cent,  profit.  I  assume  these  as  the  average 
profits  charged.  These  pfbfits  are  not  always  real- 
ized, because  under  the  credit  system  many  bed 
debts  are  contracted,  and  many  losses  are  sustained. 
But  these  profits  are  collected  from  those  who^r. 
When  loafers  fail  to  pay,  working-men  are 
mulcted  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

If  the  profits  which  \  have  assumed  be  too  high, 
that  does  not  change  the  principle,  or  prevent  the 
enormous  accumulation  of  costs  in  colrecting  the 
tariff*  from  the  Western  people,  but  only  mitigaies 
the  evil.  If,  in  any  case,  1  have  assumed  profits 
that  are  too  high,  those  who  know  the  profits  ac- 
tually charged  can  correct  m^and  can  easily 
make  the  calculations  for  themffives  at  the  true 
profits.  If  these  profits  are  thought  by  any  to  be 
higher  than  are  charged,  let  them  be  reduced  erea 
one-half,  and  then  let  them  calculate  the  profits 
upon  the  tariff*  at  this  reduction;  and  they  willsdlj 
see  that,  of  all  systems  of  taxation,  it  is  the  nuss 
oppressive-  and  ruinous  to  the  We^em  people. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  other  portions  of  the 
UnioBy  bat  not  tg  «li  x»  the  wk»  eattvot  .  I  katv 
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that  many  of  ihe  Western  village  and   coantry 
merchants  purchase  their  own  jgoods  in  the  East- 
ern cities,  and  thus  cut  off  the  profit  to  the  West- 
em  city  merchant;  bat   I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
they  do  so  to  enable  them  to  sell  their  goods  the 
cheaper^  and  that  they  do  not  do  so  to  reap  the 
-whole  amount  of  profits  themselves.    But.  if  the  v 
do  8^11  cheaper  in  such  cases,  stftl  this,  only  miti- 
gate, and  does  not  remove  the  evil:  but   leaves 
the  tariff  still  the  most  ruinous  of  all  systems  of 
taxation  on  the  West.    And  what  is  worse — it  is 
ruinous  to  the  people  without  benefiting  the  Gov- 
ernment.   Even  the  manufacturer  gains  but  a  pit- 
tance of  what    the  consumers   lose.     Even  the 
dealer  in  merchandise  can  hardly  be  a  eainer  by 
the  heavy  nrofits  paid  on  the  tariff.    If  he  pays 
one  bundled  per  cent,  tariff,  and  one  hundred  per 
cent,  cost,  it  is  true  he  makes  as  much  profit  upon 
the  tariffas  he  makes  unon  the  cost,  and  pays  only 
half  the  amount  of  iVeignt,  dravage,  whar&ge,  and 
storage,  and  gains  by  saving  half  these  expenses; 
but  these  are  mere  drops  in  the  bucket,  and  make 
no  show  in  the  general  price  of  the  merchandise. 
Bis  jnsu rupee  is  jast  the  same  as  if  he  paid  no 
tariff,  and  bought  twice  the  amount  of  goods.  And 
if,  instead  of  one  hundred  per  cent.,  the  merchant 
paid  no  tariff,  he  could  then  trade  on  twice  as 
mfl^iy  goods,  and  make  the  same  profit,  and  run 
no  greater  risk;  and  the  consumer  would  be  bene- 
fited by  getting  double  the  amount  of  goods  for 
thesamie  amount  of  money.    The  same  observa- 
tions apply  to  an^  tariff  less  than  one  hundred  per 
cent.,  with  this  difference  only:  that,  as  you  dimin- 
ish the  tariff,  you  diminish  tbe  injurious   opera- 
tion of  the  taritf;  and  as  you  increase  the  tariff,  you 
increase  its  ruinous  effects.    The  operation  of 'the 
tariff,  then,  not   only  ruins  the  consumer,  but  it 
riiins  the  merchant  also.    Tbe  latter  depends  upon 
the  former,  and  the  latter  fails  because  the  former 
fails— the  latter  is  ruined  because  the  former  is 
ruined.    When  you  break  down  the  farmer,  the 
merchant  has  no  shoulders  to  re&t  upon. 

Let  us  calculate  the  cost  of  the  tariff  on  the  West- 
em  people;  and,  while  we  are  at  it,  we  can  look  at 
the  accumulation  of  profits  upon  the  original  cost 
of  an  article,  as  well  as  at  the  accumulation  of 
profits  upon  the  tariff  paid  on  that  cost.  It  will 
produce  no  confusion  to  look  at  both  at  once.  We 
are  ruined  by  both.  For  our  purpose,  let  us  as- 
sume that  the  original  cost  of  an  article  is  what  it 
has  cost  the  importer  when  it  reaches  the  custom- 
house, and  before  the  tariff  is  paid.  Here  the  im- 
porter pays  the  tariff.  The  tariff  and  the  original 
cost  make  (he  whole  cost  to  him.  The  imponer 
charges  10  per  cent.,  the  jobber  20  per  cent.,  the 
Western  city  merchant  30  per  cent^nd  the  village 
or  country  merchant  50  per  cent.  The  profits  end 
with  the  village  or  country  merchant.  The  con- 
sumer makes  no  profits,  but  pajrsall. 

To  get  the  accumulation  of  profits  upon  the  origi- 
nal cost,  or  upon  the  tariff,  you  must  add  the  first 
profit  to  the  original  cost,  or  to  the  tariff,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  then  calculate  the  second  profit;  add 
that  to  the  cost  and  first  profit,  or  tariff  and  first 
profit,  and  on  that  calculate  the  third  profit;  add 
this  to  the  cost  and  two  first  profits,  or  to  the  tariff 
and  two  first  profits,  and  on  this  calculate  your 
fourth  profit;  tnen  add  this  to  the  cost  and  tnree 
first  profits,  or  to  the  tariff  and  three  first  profits, 
and  you'  have  the  amount  paid  by  the  Western 
•onsumer  in  the  shape  of  cost  and  profits  on  cost, 
and  in  the  shape  of  tariff  and  profits  on  tariff;  and, 
by  adding  the  two  together,  you  have  the  cost,  the 
tariff,  the  profits  on  cost,  and  the  profits  on  tariff, 
making  the  whole  amount  paid  by  the  consumer. 

From  the  profits  here  charged  on  the  cost  and  on 
the  tariff,  snould  be  deducted  the  expenses  for 
freight,  insurance,  drayage,  wharlage,  and  storage; 
but  these  expenses  are  too  insignificant  to  be  no- 
ticed in  treating  of  others  of  such  stupendous  mag- 
nitude as  those  we  are  now  exposing.  The  7|  per 
cent,  expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  will  be 
xnach  more  thananofl&et  to  the  expense  of  insu- 
rance, freight,  drayage,  wharfage,  and  storage;  but 
let  one  balance  the  other. 

To  make  this  matter  clear — to  show  the  vast  ac- 
eumtilation  of  profits  on  the  cost,  and  the  vast  accu- 
mulation of  profits  on  the  tariff;  to  show  the  enor- 
mous expense  of  collecting  a  revenue  by  a  system 
of  imposts — let  us  now  give  an  example.  One  hun- 
dred yards  of  common  broadcloth  (an  article  every- 
whcire  abundantly  used  in  the  Western  country)  in 
tbe  hands  of  the  importer  in  New  York,  at  the  cus- 
turn-house!  before  the  tarlfi  is  paid— freight,  insu- 
rance, ana  all  other  charges  up  to  that  time  paid— 


I  would  be  worth,  say  two  dollars  per  yard;  making 
the  one  hundred  yards  worth  to  the  importer  $200. 
On  this  the  importer  pays  the  tariff;  which,  by  the 
bill  before  us,  is  forty  per  cent.;  making  the  tariff 
on  the  one  hundred  yards  of  cloth  $80;  thus  raising 
the  price,  in  the  hands  of  the  importer,  from  $:200 
to  $S80.  The  Government  tax  being  paid,  the 
cloth  is  now  free  from  the  custom-house;  and  the 
importer  can  sell  without  the  charge  of  smuggling. 
He  sells  to  the  jobber  for  10  per  cent,  advance.  This 
is  S20  profit  on  the  original  cost  of  the  goods,  and 
$8  profit  on  the  tariff;  making,  together,  the  sum  of 
$28,  and  raising  the  cloth  in  the  hands  of  the  jobber 
from  $380  to  $303.  The  jobber  sells  to  the  St. 
Louis  merchant,  and  charges  him  a  profit  of  20  per 
cent.  This  makes  $44  on  the  cost  and  previous 
profit  on  cost,  and  $17  60  on  the  tariff  and  pre- 
vious profit  on  the  tariff;  and  raises  the  article,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Western  city  merchant,  from 
$308  to  $369  60.  The  Western  city  merchant 
sells  to  the  country  merchant,  and  charges  a  profit 
of  30  per  cent.  This  makes  $79  20  on  the  ori- 
ginal cost  of  the  article,  and  the  two  previous 
profits  on  the  original  cost;  and  the  sum  of  $31 
68  CIS.  un  the  tariff,  and  two  previous  profits  on  the 
tariff;  makine  the  whole  value  of  the  article,  in 
the  hands  of  tne  village  or  country  merchant,  $480 
48  cts.  The  village  or  country  merchant  sells  to  the 
consumers — to  the  farmers,  mechanics,  lawyers, 
doctors,  speculators,  loafers,  and  negroes— ^a 
charges  an  average  profit  of  50  per  cent.  This 
profit  makes  $171  60  on  the  original  cost  of 
the  goods  and  three  previous  profits  on  the  origi- 
nal cost,  and  $68  64  on  the  tariff  and  Mr^e  previous 
profits  on  the  tariff;  and  raises  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cle in  the  hands  of  the  village  or  country  merchant 
from  $480  48  to  $720  4^,  tbe  original  cost— 4he 
cost  at  the  custom-house  before  the  tariff  is  paid — 
be  it  remembered,  being  but  $200. 

The  cost  of  the  oce  hundred  yards  of  cloth,  then, 
at  the  custom-house,  before  the  tariff  is  paid,  is 
$200.  The  importer  pays  the  tariff,  or  tax— the 
latter  is  the  right  naine.  The  cost  to  him,  then,  is 
$280;  to  the  jobber  $308;  to  the  Western  city  mer- 
chant $369  60;  to  the  village  or  country  merchant 
$480  48;  and  to  the  Western  consumer  $720  42; 
being  an  excess  over  the  original  of  $520  42.  The 
whole  profit  on  the  original  cost  paid  'by  the  con- 
sumers would  be  $314  80;  making  the  profits  ex- 
ceed the  original  cost  $114  80;  and  the  whole  profit 
on  the  tariff  would  be  $125  92;  makin?  the  profits 
exceed  the  tariff  $45  92.  This  is  a  profit  of  157 
per  cent,  on  cost  and  on  tariff;  and  thisprofit  is  the 
cost  of  collecting  revenue  irom  the  Western  con- 
sumer of  imported  merchandise.  If  this  be  so, 
then,  beyond  all  question,  1  have  sustained  my  po- 
sition, that  the  system  of  imposts  is  the  most  expen- 
sive, and,  consequently,  the  most  oppressive  of  all 
sjrsiems  of  taxation.  1  am  either  deranged  on  this 
subject,  or  else  the  people  of  the  West,  and  of  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  are  unmindful  of  their  inter- 
ests, and  have  neglected  to  look  at  the  operation  of 
the  tariff  on  their  interests  in  its  true  light.  This 
is  the  operation  of  the  tariff  in  the  West,  in  ref- 
erence to  a  particular  item.  It  is  the  same  in  prin- 
ciple in  reference  to  all  other  articles  which  are 
taxed.    It  will  only  consume  time  to  notice  others. 

I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  be  met  here,  by  many,  with 
the  answer  that  I  have  assumed  profits  higher  than 
are  charged.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  do  so.  I  want 
to  present  the  case  as  it  exists.  None  should  be 
afraid  to  look  at  the  naked  truth.  To  shut  our 
eyes  against  it,  will  not  prevent  its  effect.  Let  us, 
tnen,  assume  but  half  these  profits.  Everybody  will 
admit  that  half  is  greatly  under  the  profits  charged. 
Let  us  give  to  the  iinporter  5  per  cent.;  to  the  jobber 
10  per  cent.;  to  the  Western  city  merchant  15  per 
cent.;  to  the  village  or  country  merchant  25  per 
cent.;  and  to  the  consumer  the  task  of  paying  all, — 
and  then  see  the  result.  Let  us  take  the  same 
item,  100  yards  of  cloth,  at  $2  per  yard;  making 
$200  cost,  and  $80  tariff'.  Tbe  5  per  cent,  profit  to 
the  importer  added  on,  would  malrethe  cost  to  the 
jobber  $210,  and  the  tariff  $84;  the  10  per  cent, 
profit  to  the  jobber  would  make  the  cost  to  the 
Western  city  merchant  $231,  and  the  tariff  $92  40; 
the  15  per  cent,  to  the  Western  city  merchant 
would  make  the  cost  to  the  village  or  country  mer- 
chant $266  60,  and  the  tariff  $106  26;  and  the  25 
per  cent,  to  the  village  6r  country  merchant,  would 
make  the  cost  and  profits  on  cost  to  the  consumer 
$^  25,  and  the  tariff  and  profits  on  tariff  $132  82; 
the  profits  on  cost  being  ^132  25;  and  the  profits 
on  tariff  being  $52  82— being  a  profit  of  66  per  cent, 
on  the  original  cost  of  the  cloth,  and  an  expense  of 


66 per  cent,  for  collecting  the  lax— an  expense  un- 
heard of  under  any  other  system  of  laxntion.  But 
everybody  knows  that  these  profits  are  nothing  like 
the  promts  usually  charged.  The  importer  is  known 
to  get  his  10  per  cent.,  the  jobber  20,  the  Western 
city  merchant  30,  and  the  village  or  country  mer- 
chant 50,  or  nearly  those  sums.  The  exact  sums 
can  be  fixeefby  those  who  know  the  profits  charged. 
Let  us  now  look  at  the  more  extended  operation  of 
this  system. 

We  have  17,000,000  of  inhabitants. .  By  this  bill, 
we  propose  to  raise  $27,000,000  of  revenue.  By 
the  last  enumeration,  Missouri  had  383,702  inhabit- 
ants. With  this  population,  out  proportion  of  the 
$27,000,000  of  tariff,  if  we  pay  in  proportion  only  to 
the  balance  of  the  Union,  wiRbe  $609,2J2.  The 
profits  on  this  amount  of  tariff,  paid  by  the  people  of 
Missouri  who  consume  the  merchandise  on  which 
the  tariff  is  collected,  is  $959,165.  Added  together,  the 
tariff  andorofits  on  the  tariff  paid  in  Missouri  are 
$1,568,379.  This  would  be  a  tax  and  profit,  count- 
ing men,  women,  and  children  ot  all  ages,  nations, 
and  colors,  of  four  dollars  and  nine  cents  per  head. 
Allowing  an  average  of  five  persons  for  each  fam- 
ily, we  shall  have  3,400,000  families  in  the  United 
States,  and  76,740  in  the  State  of  Missouri;  and 
the  former  number  of  tax-payers  in  the  Union,  and 
the  latter  number  in  the  State.  This  number  will 
make  the  average  tax  and  profit  on  tax  in  Missouri 
amount  to  twenty-three  dollars  and  forty-three 
cents  per  head  of  a  family;  a  tax  exceeding  the  net 
annual  average  income  of  half  the  families  in  the 
West,  and  of  more  than  half  the  families  in  the 
Union. 

While  the  373,702  inhabitants  are  paying  $1,568,- 
379  of  tariff  and  profit  on  tariff,  that  $609^2  of 
this  sum  may  go  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  or,  rathei\  into  the  hands  of  the  collectors, 
the  5,000,000  or  Western  people  are  paying  tariff 
in  the  same  proportion  and  profit  on  that  tariff,  it 
will  be  reasonable  to  say,  equal  to  one-half  the 
profit  paid  by  Missouri.  The  tariff  of  the  5j000Jp00 
of  Western  people  will  then  be  about  $8,289,000. 
If  the  profits  on  this^  amount  equalled  the  profit 
paid  by  the  people  of  Missouri  on  their  portion  of 
the  tariff,  these  profits  would  amount  to  about 
$17,000,000.  But  let  us  set  them  down  at  one  half; 
and  then  the  people  of  the  West  will  pay  $16,000,- 
*000-.being  the  tariff  and  profits  united,  that  the 
Government  may  get  $8,000,000  of  tax. 

We  should  look  at  this  subject  calmly  and  with- 
out prejudice,  >and  without  party  leanings.  We 
should  examine  and  investigate  it  closely  and 
thoroughly.  We  should  look  at  it,  stripped  of  its 
mystery,  and  redticed  to  its  nakedness;  and,  wheth- 
er the  picture  be  beautiful  or  deformity  itself,  our 
interest  and  our  prosperity  as  individuals,  and  as 
a  nation,  require  us  to  sift  it  thoroughly.  But  this 
subject  is  much  larger,  its  deformity  much  greatef, 
its  ruinous  influences  much  more  extensive,  when 
we  take  a  full  view.  I  have  given  here  far  less 
than  half  the  picture;  and  what  I  shall  yet  say 
will  still  leave  it  imperfect  and  unfinished. 

I  have  yet  taken  no  notice  of  the  protected  arti- 
cles manufactured  in  our  own  country.  By  pro* 
iecled  articles,  we  mean  such  as  are  manufactured 
in  our  own  country,  as  well  as  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  which  are  taxed  when  imported  into 
our  own  country  from  foreign  coimtries.  Cot- 
ton cloth,  for  example,  is  a  protected  article.  That 
is  raanuliaciured  in  our  own  country;  and  is  also 
imported  from  other  countries;  and  when  so  im- 

f)orted,  !S  taxed,  aud  this  tax  is  ilyd protection  to  the 
lome  manufacture.  A  yard  of  cotton  cloth  is 
worth  (say)  20  cent.**  at  the  door  of  the  custom- 
house. On  this,  our  bill  fixes  a  duty  of  30 
per  cent.  This  30  per  cent,  upon  20  cents — the 
price  of  the  cloth  per  yard — is  6  cents  tax 
per  yard.  This  6  cents  per  yard  the  importer 
must  pay  to  the  collector  ot  the  customs  before  he 
ventures  to  sell  his  goods,  else  he  is  indictable  for 
smuggling.  Then,  this  yard  of  cloth  costs  the  im- 
porter 2G  cents  before  he  can  sell  to  the  jobber. 
The  domestic  article,  of  exactly  the  same  quality, 
is  worth  no  more  than  the  imported  article;  but,  as 
the  imported  article  cannot  be  sold  for  less 'than 
26  cents  per  yard — the  cost  and  tariff—so  the  do! 
mesiic  article  of  equal  value  will  also  command 
26  cents  per  yard,  the  cost  and  bounty — or  pro^ 
lection,  U  the  term  be  better.  And,  under  this 
stale  of  the  market,  we  pay  the  manufacturer  6 
cenis  on  every  yard  of  cotton  cldth  manufactured 
by  him,  over  and  above  its  actual  value.  If  the 
domestic  article  be  reduced  to  25  cents  per  yard, 
and  can  supply  the  demand  at  that  price,  then  the 
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foreign  article  will  be  ezclndedy  because  ihat  can- 
not be  sold  for  less  than  the  cost  and  tax— the  26 
cents  per  yard;  and,  at  this  point,  this  article  ceases 
to  yield  any  revenue  to  the  Government;'  and  the 
tariff,  as  to  this  article^  becomes  purely  protective 
--prohibitory ^and  not  a  tariff  for  revenue.  If,  by 
the  aid  of  a  tariff  to  increase  the  price  of  the  im- 
ported article,  the  domestic  article  can  be  made  to 
supply  the  demand,  and  to  sell  for  less  than  the 
imported  article,  the  domestic  article  will  utterly 
exclude  the  foreign  article.  At  this  point,  the  con- 
stitutional object  of  a  tariff— that  of  raising  rev- 
enue "to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare" — ^totally  cea>es.  I 
give  this  example,  and  but  this  one.  The  same  re- 
marks apply  to  other  protected  articles  as  well  as 
this. 

By  this  bill,  the  manufacturer  has  6  cents  bountv, 
or  protection,  on  the  yard  of  cotton  cloth  worth  ^ 
cents.  This  is  30  per  cent.  The  protection  on 
some  articles  is  less  than  30  per  cent.;  on  some 
lar^ly  over — say  100  per  cent.;  and,  on  many, 
greatly  over  that.  Even  cottons  which,  ostensibly, 
are  taxed  but  30  per  cent.,  are,  in  reality,  many  of 
them,  taxed  100  per  cent,  and  more.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, assume  30  per  cent,  as  the  average  protection 
or  bounty. 

Our  statistical  tables  for  1840  give,  as  the  amount 
of  cotton  manufactures  for  that  year,  $46,350,453. 
At  an  average  of  12  cents  to  the  yard,  this  sum  would 
give  us  386,253,941  yards.  At  6  cents  per  yard, 
this  amount  would  give  the  manufacturers  of  cot- 
ton $23,1 15,236  of  protection  or  bounty.  And  this 
sum  is  paid  to  the  manufacturer  by  the  people  who 
use  the  domestic  manufactured  article,  while  those 
who  use  the  foreign  article  pay  the  revenues  of  the 
Government. 

These  same  tables  show  that  the  woollens  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States  in  1840  were  esti- 
mated at  $20,696,999.  The  tariff  on  woollens  is  40 
per  cent.,  and  40  per  cent,  on  this  sum  is  $8,278,799. 
And  this  sum  the  consumers  of  woollens  pay  to  the 
manufacturers  of  woollen  goods,  as  protection  or 
lx)unty.  Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  here  of  else- 
where, that  on  these  immense  bounties  the  con- 
sumers generally  pay  profits  still  more  immense.  I 
specify  but  these  two  out  of  the  multitude  of  pro- 
tected articles.    I  can  only  give  examples. 

I  have  not  made  the  examination  myself,  but  my 
honorable  friend  from  Alabama  [Mr.  D.  H.  Lewib] 
states  to  me  that  the  whole  cataloerue  of  protected 
articles  amounted,  in  1840,  to  0395,000,000.  I  think 
this  an  over-estimate;  but  no  matter.  The  princi- 
ple can  be  seen.  Thirty  per  cent,  upon  this  sum 
is  6108,500,000;  and,  if  the  amount  of  protected  arti- 
cles be  not  overrated,  then  the  people  who  buy  and 
consume  these  articles  pay  to  the  manufacturers 
S108,500,000  in  the  shape  of  protection  or  bounty. 
The  profits  which  accumulate  upon  this  bounty, 
before  the  goods  get  into  the  hands  of  the  consumer, 
must  not  be  forgotten.  If  there  be  any  truih  in 
these  calculations,  we  can  see  therein  one  cause,  and 
a  prominent  cause,  of  the  deep  distress  and  embar- 
rassment pervading  the  land. 

As  383,702  Inhabitants  (the  population  of  Mis- 
^uri)  is  to  17,000,000  of  inhabitants,  (the  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,)  so  is  the  portion  of  boun- 
ty paid  by  Missouri  for  protection  to  $108,500,000, 
the  amount  paid  by  the  Union.  By  this  rule,  the 
amount  of  bounty  paid  by  Missouri  on  protected  ar- 
ticles, supposing  her  to  pay  only  in  proportion  as 
the  other  States  pay,  is  $2,461,698.  If  we  add  the 
profits  on  this  bounty,  and  calculate  them  as  we 
have  before  calculated  these  profits,  we  shall  have 
$6,337,410  as  the  amount  ofbounnr  and  profits  on 
bounty,  to  be  paid  by  the  people  of'^  Missouri.  But, 
in  the  West,  we  should  do  the  manufacturer  injus- 
tice to  fix  the  profits  on  his  goods  as  high  as  on  for- 
eign goods.  The  domestic  goods  do  not  pass 
through  as  many  hands  as  the  foreign  goods,  be- 
fore they  get  to  the  consumer  in  the  West,  and  con- 
sequently do  not  accumulate  as  many  profits. 

I  have  said  this  much,  to  show  that  the  system  of 
imports  was,  olall  modes  of  taxation,  the  most  ex- 
pensive, and  consequently  the  most  oppressive  on 
the  West. 

For  the  reasons  thus  given,  I  am  opposed  to  this 
bill;  and,  for  a  part  of  these  reasons — the  part  which 
must  exist  against  any  tariff— I  am  forced  to  be- 
lieve that  the  system  of  imposts  is  an  injurious,  op- 
pressive, and  unwise  mode  of  collecting  revenue. 

My  figures  may  not  be  exactly  accurate;  but,  if 
they  are  not,  in  most  cases  they  will  be  found  rather 
to  range  under  than  over  the  mark.  Every  man 
^bould  look  into  this  mauer.    We  know  there  is 


immense  suffering  all  over  the  country.  We  are 
always  at  work;  we  are  always  in  want;  we  are  al- 
ways in  debt;  and  we  are  always  oppressed.  Much 
the  largest  portion  of  our  population  know  all  these 
things.  Only  a  lew — those  who  are  born  to  for- 
tunes, and  are  fortunate  enough  to  retain  them — 
are  ignorant  of  these  things.  There  are  some  who 
never  knew  what  it  was  to  work,  to  want',  to  be  in 
debt,  to  suffer,  or  to  be  oppressed;  but  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  know  all  these  things  well. 
Work,  want,  debt,  suffering,  and  oppression,  are 
known  all  over  the  land.  There  roust  be  some 
cause  for  it.  It  may.be,  we  are  taxed  too  heavily. 
We  should  examine. 

But,  if  taxed  heavily,  we  are  told  we  do  not 
feel  the  tariff,  because  we  do  not  know  we  pay  it. 
This  may  be  our  sad  mistake:  no  doubt  it  is.  Ev- 
ery man  feels  it '  and  most  grievously  too;  and  the 
poor  man,  on  whom  the  heaviest  tariff  falls,  feels  it 
most:  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  although  he  knows 
he  feels  something  sorely,  yet  he  does  not  know 
what  it  is  he  feels.  He  knows  he  is  hurt,  but  does 
not  know  the  thing  that  hurts  him.  He  feels  the 
wound,  but  does  not  know  whence  the  arrow  sped. 
It  will  be  agreed  that  the  sick  man  is  none  the  bet- 
ter off',  and  suffers  none  the  less,  in  consequence  of 
not  knowing  the  character  of  his  disease.  And 
the  man  who  pays  the  tariff  and  the  profits  on  the 
tariff,  is  none  the  better  off  for  thinking  it  the  cost, 
afld  profit  on  the  cost;  or  for  knowing  nought  about 
it.  The  man  who  thinks  his  disease  is  light,  but 
finds  it  at  length  the  cholera,  will  run  the  risk  of 
dying;  and  the  man  who  thinks  his  tax  is  light,  but 
finds  it  out  to  be  the  tariff,  will  run  the  risk  of  being 
ruined.  , 

Every  man  feels  the  operation  of  the  tariff.  He 
feels  it  in  whatever  he  eats,  drinks,  or  wears.  No 
man  escapes  the  tariff.  Every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  land  is  affected  by  it.  None  can  escape. 
Every  being  that  eats  its  salt  is  affected  by  it.  His 
salt  is  taxed  nearly  half  its  value.  Every  family 
uses  sugar  and  coffee :  these  are  taxed  by  this  bill. 
Almost  every  roan,  who  does  not  wear  fine  linen, 
buys  his  cotton  shirt:  if  coarse,  this  is  taxed  100 
per  cent.;  if  fine,  50.  The  young  men  buy  cloth 
coats:  these  are  taxed  40  percent.  When  their 
coats  ca<;t  thero  25  dollars,  10  dollars  of  the  price  is 
tax,  and  profits  on  tax.  Boots,  hats,  shoes,  axes, 
oes,  plouhghs,  flannels,  blankets,  calicoes,  and  ev- 
erything else,  are  taxed,  (a  few  free  articles  except- 
ed)— and  these,  many  of  them,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  manufacturer.  We  pay  this  tax  as  much  as  we 
would  a  direct  tax;  we  feel  this  tax  as  much  as  we 
would  a  direct  tax.  More:  we  pay  this  i ax,  and 
these  profits  on  this  tax;  there  are  no  profits  on  a  di- 
rect tax.  And  yet  we  take  the  indirect,  and  are 
afraid  to  meet  a  direct  tax  1 

Let  no  man  deceive  himself,  by  supposing  that 
he  escapes  the  tax,  because  it  is  mdirect.  Let  no 
man  suppose  he  does  not  feel  it,  because  he  does 
not  notice  it,  on  every  item  on  which  he  pays  it. 
In  my  State,  let  him  look  into  the  justices'  courts, 
into  the  county  courts,  into  the  circuit  courts,  where 
debts  are  collected.  Let  him  examine  the  number 
of  suits.  Let  him  examine  the  accounts  on  which 
these  suits  are  founded.  Let  him  examine  the 
items  of  these  accounts,  and  see  how  many  are  for 
tariffed  articles,  and  how  much  they  are  taxed.  If 
the  debt  has  been  liquidated,  and'  the  suit  be  found- 
ed on  a  note  or  bond,  let  him  ask  the  parlies  what 
character  of  articles  made  up  the  debt.  Let  him 
inquire  how  much  cost  accumulates  in  the  suit, 
and  what  part  of  that  is  properly  chargeable  to  the 
tariff.  Let  him  inquire  if  Che  defendant  could  not 
have  paid  the  debt,  if  it  had  been  100  per  cent,  less, 
50  per  cent,  less,  40  per  cent,  less,  30  per  cent  less, 
or  even  20  per  cent.  less.  The  tariff  on  the  debts 
for  merchandise  will  generally  equal  the  smaller 
sums,  and  of^en  the  larger  sums.  If,  af>er  these 
inquiries,  any  man  still  doubts  whether  the  people 
feel  the  tarifi  or  not,  then  let  him  see  the  judgment 
rendered,  the  execution  issued,  the  property  levied 
on  and  sacrificed,  the  wives  and  chilaren  turned 
out  of  house  and  home;  and  then  let  him  say 
whe»herihe  indirect  system  of  taxation  is  felt  or 
not.  I  have  no  doubt  half  the  suits  in  the  West— 
probably  eight  out  of  ten,  large  and  small — are  for 
merchandise.  Those  who  escape  for  a  while  are 
eventually  worn  down  with  the  tax,  and  the 
profits  on  the  tax;  and  then  they  are  brought 
within  the  clutches  of  the  merchant;  and  the 
Western  merchant  himself  does  not  escape  his 
higher  merchant.  Oor  courts  all  over  the 
West,  and  everywhere  else,  are  filled  with  suits. 
The  great  body  of  the  people  have  i\o  comfort. 


They  are  suffering,  mentally  and  physically,  and 
all  the  time,  with  pecuniary  embarrassments.  They 
avoid  their  creditors;  they  dread  the  approach  of 
an  officer;  they  are  afraid  to  hear  their  own  dogs 
bark;  the  hair  rises  on  their  beads  when  they  hear 
their  gates  turning  upon  their  hinges.  In  every 
visiter  tliey  looff  for  a  dun  or  an  officer.  They 
have  no  ease,  and  no  peace,  and  no  comfort.  This 
is  the  case  with  too  many  of  our  citizens.  The 
cause  should  be  removed.  We  can  remove  causes, 
if  we  cannot  apply  remedies.  We  have  no  reme- 
dies, except  the  removal  of  causes. 

In  the  West,  we  feel  the  tariff  heaviest,  and  there 
it  operates  most  oppressively.  In  Mi^sou^i  it  is 
worse  than  in  Illinois;  in  Illinois,  worse  than  in 
Indiana;  in  Indianai  worse  than  it  is  in  Ohio;  in 
Ohio,  worse  than  in  Pennsylvania;  in  the  western 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  worse  than  in  Philadelphia. 
In  other  words,  the  farther  you  get  from  the  port 
of  entry,  the  more  onerous  will  be  the  operation  of 
the  tariff.  The  profits  on  a  tariff^  will  generally 
increase  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  which 
elapses,  and  the  number  of  hands  throngh  which 
the  taxed  arti'cle  passes,  between  the  payment  of  the 
tariff  at  the  custom-house  by  the  importer,  and  the 
sale  of  the  article  to  the  consumer  in  the  country, 
who  pays  the  cost,  the  tariff,  the  profits  on  cost,  and 
the  profits  on  tariff,  all  in  a  lump.  The  tariff  sys- 
tem, then,  operates  less  heavily  opon  the  importiog 
States  than  upon  the  interior  and  Western  States. 

The  whole  operation  of  the  tariff  is  calculated 
to  give  the  manufacturing  regions  advantage  over 
the  agricultural.  ThQ  labor  of  the  agricuUnri!4, 
and  of  other  classes  too,  is  taxed;  and  that  tax  is 
given  to  the  manufacturer.  A  constant  stream  of 
wealth  is  thus  flowing  from  the  agricultaral  re- 
gions into  the  manufacturing  regions.  However 
slow  and  imperceptible  this  operation  may  be,  it 
will  in  time  nave  its  effect;  and  that  effect  will  be, 
to  enrich  one  portion  of  the  Union,  by  impoverish- 
ing the  oiher-^o  enrich  the  manufacturing  region, 
at  the  expense  of  the  agricultural  region.  The 
great  inducement  held  out  by  the  high  protective 
character  of  this  tariff,  and  the  utter  folly  and  mad- 
ness of  investing  capital  in  bank  stocks,  railroads, 
and  other  wild  ana  visionary  schemes,  for  (be 
future,  will  give  great  encouragement  to  manufac- 
tories. Every  description  of  articles  which  can  b» 
manufactured  in  our  own  country  at  an  expense 
not  absolutely  unreasonable,  will,  in  a  few  years, 
be  made  in  suflicient  abundance  to  supply  all  oai 
wants,  and  to  exclude  the  foreign  aru'cie  of  the 
same  character  altogether.  The  effect  of  this  will 
be  to  cut  off  the  importation  of  nearly  all  the  goods 
on  which  the  revenues  of  the  Government  are 
now  collected.  The  list  of  articles  paying  no  duty 
under.this  bill  is  estimated  at  $13,000,000.  A  slight 
tariff  would  prohibit  the  importation  of  most  r€ 
these  articles.  From  these,  and  the  remnant  of 
other  articles  which  may  be  imported,  not  manu* 
factured  in  our  own  country,  a  sufficiency  of  rev- 
enue cannot  be  collected  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
Gk)vernment.  Then  another  effect  of  this  tariff 
will  be  to  cut  us  out  of  a  revenue  from  imports. 
But  we  must  have  a  revenue  to  keep  the  wheels  of 
Gk)vemment  in  motion.  If  we  caimot  get  that  rev- 
enue by  a  system  of  impot^ts,  then  we  must  be 
driven  to  some  other  system.  This  is  necessarily 
the  case;  and  we  cannot  help  it,  except  by  reducing 
the  tariff,  and  suffering  the  importation  of  more 
foreign  merchandise.  To  effect  this,  the  reduc- 
tion would  have  to  be  very  large.  We  j^all 
be  driven  to  another  system  to  supply  onr  treasury, 
and  the  system  of  excises  is  out  of  the  qaestioD. 
We  >haTl  have  nothing  leA,  then,  bat  a  resort  to 
direct  taxation.  The  high  tariff  will  drive  us  to 
this  system;  and  this  will  be  another  effect  of  this 
high  protective  tariff.  It  may  be  fortunate,  how- 
ever, for  the  country,  if  this  result  follows.  The 
system  of  direct  taxation  may  prove  oar  greatest 
blessing. 

The  high  tariff  is  driving  us  to  direct  taxatica. 
The  withdrawal  of  capiuil  from  tke  bajiks,  and 
wild  schemes  of  internal  improvements,  and  the 
large  profits  from  manufacturing,  will  cause  heavy 
investments  in  that  business.  The  great  redaction 
In  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medium  will  re- 
duce the  price  of  everything;  the  price  of  labor 
must  fall,  and  the  price  of  all  the  ingredi^its  used 
in  manufacturing  must  fall;  it  is  hot  in  the  pover 
of  man  to  prevent  it  This  fall  in  prices  will  he  a 
protection  to  the  domestic,  against  the  foreign  man- 
ufactures. The  'high  prices  which  everyihiDg 
commanded  here'a  few  years  back  made  us  the 
market  for  the  balance  of  the  worid.    We  boogh^ 
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almost  everything,  and  sold  nearly  nothing.  Our 
meseni  low  prices  will  reverse  the  order  of  things. 
We  shall  now  sell,  and  measurably  Crase  to  buy. 
We  shall  manufacture  extensively,  and  greatly  di- 
minish our  imports.  Our  revenue  from  imports 
most  then  fall. 

The  result  of  all  this  roust  be  to  drive  us  eventu- 
ally in:o  a  system  of  direct  taxation.  It  is  idle  and 
foolish,  and  worse  than  madness,  to  shut  our  eyes 
against  this  fact.  The  day  i%  not  far  distant,  when, 
no  matter  how  much  a  majority  of  us  may  regret 
it,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  realize  it.  And,  for  mv 
part,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  why  we  should  wish 
to  avert  that  day:  or  even  why  we  should  not  wel- 
come, instead  of  dreading  its  approach.  It  some- 
times happens  that  apprehended  evils  prove  our 
greatest  blessings  and  it  may  be  so  with  the  system 
of  direct  taxation. 

He  is  blind  who  cannot  see  coming  events  by  the 
shadows  which  precede  them/  He  is  unwise  and 
cowardly  who  shuts  his  eyes  at  what  might  be 
seen  approaching,  because  he  dreads  the  object. 
We  should  not  shut  our  eyes  against  the  light 
which  blazons  forth  the  truth,  but  should  look  at 
all  things  as  they  present  themselves,  and  meet 
them  fearlessly  and  manful Iv.  So  we  should  meet 
this  question  of  direct  taxation,  to  which  high  pro- 
tective tariffs  are  driving  us  at  a  gallopping  pace. 
No  doubt  about  it.  Our  protection  enaoles  us  to 
manufacture  for  ourselves.  By  manufacturing  for 
ourselves,  we  exclude  foreign  imports;  by  excluding 
foreign  imports,  we  cut  off  our  revenue  from  im- 
posL<«;  by  cutting  off  our  revenue  from  imposts,  we 
are  driven  to  direct  taxation.  This  is  inevitable. 
Excises  are  out  of  the  question.  The  present  tariff 
will  not  yield  a  sufficient  revenue  for  the  ^ants  of 
the  Government;  it  is  too  high;  it  will  check  im- 
portations too  far. 

If,  then,  we  are  to  be  driven  to  the  system  of 
direct  taxation,  we  should  begin  to  look  at  that  sys- 
tem calmly  and  dispassionately,  and  like  rational 
men.  It  may  not  be  the  worst;  it  may  be  the 
best;  it  has  many  advocates.  It  may  be  the  simplest, 
cheapest,  and  safest  system.  It  cannot  be  more 
expensive  than  the  system  of  imposts.  The  ex- 
pense ol  collecting  direct  taxes  will,  no  doubt,  be 
greatly  less  than  that  of  collecting  imposts.  We 
have  before  seen  that  7i  per  cent,  was  the  ex- 
pense of  collecting  imposts.  This  is  the  amount 
paid  simply  for  colleciing.  Then  we  have  seen 
the  profits  paid  upon  the  tariff.  On  the  Western 
people  these  profits  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
litly-seven  per  cent.  Many  of  the  States  collect 
their  revenue — ^by  direct  taxation  too— for  less  than 
even  7  per  cent.  Then,  between  the  two  systems, 
there  is  no  comparison  in  the  expense  of  collecting. 

But  the  revenue  for  this  Government,  under  a 
system  of  direct  taxation,  ought  to  be  collected 
at  much  less  expense  than  the  revenue  for  the 
Slate  Governments.  The  State  of  Missouri  pays 
about  970,000  annually  to  support  her  Govern- 
ment. Her  portion  of  the  revenue  of  this  Grov- 
emment  is  $t)09,332.  The  State  of  Connecticut 
pays  about  $80,000  annually  for  her  Government. 
Her  portion  of  the  revenue  of  this  Government 
is  abont  S600,000.  These  two  cases  occur  to  me 
at  this  moment.  The  other  States  pay  for  their 
own  support,  and  the  support  of  this  Government, 
in  about  the  same  proportion.  Let  me  say  this 
disproportion  i9* immense,  and  that  it  is  an  evi- 
dence of  the  great  evil  of  ha  vine  a  Government 
too  independent  of  ihe  people.  Our  rulers  should 
be  kept  close  to  their  constituents,  and  held  ac- 
eountable. 

The  $70,000  of  State  revenue  paid  in  Missouri, 
and  the  $609,239  of  United  States  revenue  paid 
in  Misisouri,  are  paid  by  precisely  the  same  peo- 
ple. If  both  sums  were  paid  by  direct  taxes,  the 
collector  of  each  sum  would  call  upon  precisely 
the  same  number  of  men,  and  the  same  men. 
The  trouble  of  collecting  the  $70,000,  then,  would 
be  precisely  the  trouble  of  collecting  the  $609,232. 
Only  one  difference  would  exist.  In  the  former 
case,  it  would  be  less;  in  the  latter,  the  responsi- 
bility would  be  greater.  But  this  would  not  be  im- 
portant. If  the  trouble  of  collecting  the  two  sums 
would  t>e  about  the  same,  then  the  expense  of  col- 
lecting the  two  ought  to  be  about  the  same.  Then, 
if  the  $70,000  can  be  collected  for  about  (say)  7 
per  cent ,  $609,332  ought  to  be  collected  for  even 
less  than  one  per  cent.  What  a  result!  Allow 
even  5  per  cent,  for  the  expense  of  collecting, 
and  the  direct  system  would  still  be  cheaper  than 
the  indirect,  omitting  the  profits  on  the  tariff 
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depend  much  upon  the  machinery  by  which  it  is 
managed.  The  prejudices  against  the  system 
once  in  operation,  may  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  imperfections  of  the  laws  by  which  that  system 
was  managed.  In  many  instances,  this  was,  no 
doubt,  true.  There  is  surely  nothing  frightful  in 
the  simple  fact  of  knowing  that  we  pay  a  few  dol- 
lars to  support  our  Goveinment.  In  being  cheated 
out  often  times  as  much,  I  can  see  nothing  so  ex* 
^uisitely  delightful,  which  should  make  us  cling  to 
a  system  of  indirect  taxation.  The  people  will  not, 
when  it  becomes  necessary,  refuse  to  pay  taxes  di- 
lecily  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  their  properly. 
I  am  sure  of  this.  They  are  doing  this  very  thing 
now  in  almost  every  State  in  the  Union.  Thtfy  do 
not  complain  when  the  taxes  are  reasonable  and 
right.  If  the  taxes  are  too  high,  the  knowledge  of 
that  fact  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  people  when 
they  are  called  on  to  pay;  and  they  correct  the  evil 
through  their  Representatives.  This  is  a  decided 
benefit  resulting  from  this  system,  it  would  be  a 
great  corrective  of  abuses  and  extravagances  if 
applied  to  this  Government. 

I  can  see  no  difference  in  principle  between  pay- 
ing direct  taxes  to  the  State  Governments  and  di- 
rect taxes  to  this  Government.  The  taxes  are  paid 
in  the  same. coin;  they  are  levied  in  the  same  pro- 
portion; they  are  collected  by  the  same  sort  of  offi- 
cers. They  differ  only  in  amount  We  do  net 
complait)  of  State  taxes.  They  are  direct.  Why, 
then,  complain  of  taxes  for  this  Government,  if 
they  should  ever  be  directi  The  people  will  not 
complain  of  them,  simply  because  they  are  dire^; 
but,  if  they  do  complain,  it  will  be  of  their  immense 
weight.  Of"  this  they  will  be  right  to  complain. 
But  the  disnnction  should  be  clearly  drawn,  that 
this  is  not  a  complaint  against  the  system  of  direct 
tascationj  but  against  the  weight  of  the  liizes  iheni' 
selves. 

In  the  West,  (unless  my  system  of  calculating  be 
incorrect,)  there  would  be  an  immense  saving  to 
the  people,  by  exchangin^r  the  indirect  for  the  di- 
rect system  of  taxation.  We  should  save,  first,  the 
difference  between  the  expense  of  collecting— say 
four  or  five  per  cent;  and  we  should  save,  second, 
all  the  profits  on  the  indirect  taxes,  which  amount, 
as  far  west  as  Missouri,  to  157  per  cent.  In  this 
State,  we  should  then  pay,  simply,  $609,233  of 
taxes;  and  from  this  would  be  deducted  1  per  cent, 
(and  perhaps  something  upwards)  for  collecting, 
instead  of7i  per  cent.  Under  the  direct  system^ 
we  should  pay  the  9609,232,  without  paying  any 
profits  on  it;  instead  of  paying  $95S,9^  profits,  as 
we  now  do,  under  the  indirect  system.  The  same 
observations  apply  to  other  States — if  not  in  the 
same  proportion,  at  least  to  a  great  extent.    - 

I  have  said  that  the  people  would  not  object  to 

5 Ay  direct  taxes  when  it  became  necessary  to 
0  so,  if  they  were  reasonable  and  right.  They 
pay  direct  taxes  to  the  States,  and  do  not  complain; 
and  this  is  in  no  way  different  from  paying  direct 
taxes  to  this  Government.  But  the  people  of 
Missouri  pay  only  about  $70,000  of  taxes  for 
State  purposes,  and  $609,232  for  this  Government. 
Connecticut  pays  but  about  S80,000  for  State  pur- 
poses, and  about  $600,000  to  this  Government.  The 
people  of  Missouri,  although  accustomed  to  pay 
$70,000  State  revenue  annually,  and  by  direct  taxes, 
might  be  somewhat  astounded  when  called  on  for 
$609,232  in  direct  taxes.  And  Connecticut,  accus- 
tomed to  pay  only  about  $80,000,  would  be  some- 
what astounded  when  called  on  to  pav  1600,000  in 
the  shape  of  direct'taxes.  It  is  urged  as  an  argu- 
ment against  direct  taxation,  that  the  people  would 
repudiate  when  they  discovered  the  amount  they 
had  to  pay.  The  exposure  of  the  burdens  heaped 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  people  is  the  best  argument 
in  favor  of  direct  taxes.  They  would  repudiate- 
not  the  Government,  nor  the  system  of  taxation; 
but  the  expenses  and  extravagance  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Wnen  we  are  driven  to  direct  taxation,  a 
full  exposure  of  these  burdens  will  follow;  and 
then  every  man  will  learn  what  he  has  to  pay  to- 
wards supporting  his  Government;  and  then,  and 
probably  not  till  then,  will  commence  a  proper  sys- 
tem of  reform  and  retrenchment  in  this  Govern- 
ment. This  exposure  should  be  made.  We  should 
perpeuate  no  mysteries  in  our  Government.  Every- 
thing should  be  laid  bare  to  the  people.  The  light 
of  day  should  be  thrown  on  everythmg. 

It  is  urged  against  direct  taxes,  and  in  favor  of 
indirect  taxes,  that  a  man  may  escape  the  latter  if 
he  chooses.  Lei  no  man  deceive  himself  by  sup- 
posing that  he  eludes  the  taxes  because  they  are 
indirect.   If  he  neither  eats,  drinks,  works  with 


tools,  nor  wears  any  clothes,  then  he  may  escape 
them;  but  if  he  wears  clothes,  works,  drinks,  or 
eat<,  he  is  apt  to  pay  his  part  of  the  taxes.  Every" 
man,  woman,  ana  child  in  the  land,  of  every  age, 
color,. and  sex,  is  taxed  under  this  bill.  Our  horses, 
our  cattle,  our  sheep — everything  using  salt  is  tax- 
ed under  this  bill-  We  pay  the  tax  on  our  salt,  on 
our  coffee,  on  our  sugar,  on  our  tea,  on  our  hats, 
our  boots,  our  shoes,  our  coats,  our  shirts;  on  our 
hoes,  on  our  ploughs,  on  our  axes,  on  our  8pade& 
on  almost  everything  we  use,  we  pay  this  tax;  and 
,  we  should  never  forget  the  profits  we  pay  on  this 
tax.  Let  no  man,  if  any  be  so  mean  and  so  ig- 
noble as  to  wish  to  avoid  his  share  of  tax,  deceive 
himself  by  supposing  he  escapes  this  tax,  unless 
it  be  the  manufacturer,  who  uses  his  own,  and  not 
the  imported  article.  The  manufacturer  does  es- 
cape, so  far  as  he  consumes  his  own  article;  but  no 
further. 

It  may  be  wrong  to  answer  such  an  argument  as 
this.  Ii  any,  there  can  be  but  few  men  in  our  Gk>v« 
ernment  who  would  be  willing  to  escape  paying 
their  quota  of  taxes.  No  man  should  be  so  unpa- 
triotic as  to  wish  to  escape  this  payment  of  the  tax- 
es justly  due  the  Government  ^hich  protects  his 
life,  his  liberty,  and  his  propeny.  Every  man 
should  be  proud  to  pay  the  reasonable  taxes  due 
his  Government;  and  every  man  of  proud  and  pa- 
triotic heart  will  do  so.  He  is  an  ignoble  son  who 
would  skulk  from  his  just  share  of  the  burdens  of 
his  cotmtry  ,at  any  time,  or  of  any  kind.  We  should 
banish,  but  never  encourage  or  countenance,  such 
an  idea.  The  people  will  not  repudiate.  They 
are  too  patriotic  for  that.  They  would  demand  a 
correction  of  abuses,  and  enforce  a  reduction  of 
expenditures.    This  would  be  right. 

The  increa&e  of  Executive  patronage  is  urged 
against  direct  taxes.  Tliis  is  no  objection  to  the 
system,  because  it  does  not  necessarily  exist..  An 
increase  of  patronage  is  easily  avoided;  and  a  great 
diminution  in  the  amoum  or  patronage  now  exer- 
cised, as  easily  effected.  The  Executive  patronage 
would  only  be  increased  by  giving  him  the  power 
of  appointing  the  assessors  and  collectors  of  the 
revenue.  It  would  be  wrong  to  give  him  this  pow- 
er; and  he  would  find  no  pleasure  in  exercising  it. 
Each  State  has  her  collection  districts  already  or- 
ganized. This  Government  could  adopt  the  same 
districts.  In  some  of  the  States,  the  people  of  the 
collection  districts,  or  counties,  now  elect  their  own 
assessors  and  collectors.  This  plan  is  found  to  work 
well.  It  is  the  Democratic  plan;  and  all  parties 
are  now  Democratic.  It  is  the  best  plan,  and  this 
Government  should  adopt  it.  This  would  cut  off 
all  Executive  patronage,  and  obviate  that  objection. 
If  we  should  ever  collect  the  whole  of  our  revenue 
by  direct  taxes — and  when  we  are  driven  to  thatsys-, 
tem,  it  will  be  best  to  do  so  to  avoid  the  expense  of 
keeping  up  two  systems — then  we  can  dispense  with 
the  whole  custom-house  establishment,  and  all  the 
fraud  and  corruption  connected  with  it.  This 
would  cut  off  from  the  Executive  the  appointment 
of  the  host  of  custom  house  officers,  while  it  would 
cleanse  the  Government  of  a  rotten  system  of  taxa- 
tion. And  this  would  be  an  immense  curtailment 
of  Executive  patronage. 

The  election  of  assessors  and  collectors  provides 
for  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  Nothing  is  more 
simple,  and  plain,  and  eiKy  of  comprehension.  We 
see  it  every  day  ai  home.  The  balance  of  the 
system  is  carried  out  easily.  Nothing  remains, 
afier  collecting,  but  to  pay  the  money  out  according 
to  the  order  of  the  Government.  The  custom- 
houses are  scattered  all  over  the  Union,  and  so  are 
the  revenues  under  the  system  of  imposts.  Under 
a  system  of  direct  taxes,  the  collectors  will  be 
scattered  all  over  the  Union,  and  so  will  be  the 
revenue  collected  by  them.  In  either  case,  this 
Government  has  to  provide  the  means  of  trans- 
mitting her  funds  to  the  proper  poifits.  The  mail 
belongs  to  this  Government;  every  man  in  the  com- 
munity transmits  his  money  by  mail;  .so  could  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue.  The  Government  should 
tako  the  risk  of  her  own  conveyance.  If  this  would 
not  do,  this  Government  could  have  a  depository 
in  each  State.  Either  plan  would  be  simple  and 
cheap,  and  the  details  easily  arranged. 

There  are  many  reasons  in  favor  of  a  system  of 
direct  taxation.  My  mind  has  been  impelled  in 
that  direction  for  years,  and  by  a  force  woich  has 
thus  far  been  utterly  irresistible.  I  have  endeavored 
to  combat  it;  but  so  strong  have  been  the  argu- 
ments in  its  favor,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  do  so. 
I  differ  from  many  of  my  political  Ariends  on  this 
subject^  and  f^om  many,  ana  perhaps  a  majority,  q| 
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my  constituents;  bat  it  cannot  be  helped.  I  be- 
lieve the  system  of  direct  taxation  the  simp)e^t. 
cheap<5t,  and  safest,  and  decidedly  the  best.  Bail 
believe  my  constituents  are  not  with  me  on  this  point; 
and  I  most  represent  their  wishes^  when  they  can 
be  ascertalDed  or  reasonably  calculated  on.  But 
when  the  time  arrives  for  the  adoption  of  a  system 
of  direct  taxation, — as  at  present  advised,  if  that 
system  be  properly  arranged,  I  shall  cheerfully  vote 
for  it;  and  it  is  right  that  1  should  say  so.  I  have 
no  right  to  speak  for  anybody  else;  but  for  myself, 
I  have  a  right  to  speak.  It  is  my  duty  to  speak, 
because  I  differ  from  my  friends,  and  perhaps  a 
majority  of  my  constituents.  I  would  rather  sink, 
sasiaiaing  correct  principles,  than  swim  by  advo- 
cating errors.  I  cannot  help  believing  the  system 
of  direct  taxation  the  best  lor  us. 

We  have  seen  'the  evils  heaped  upon  us  by  the 
indirect  mode  of  taxation.  We  have  seen  its  un- 
equal operation,  and  its  expensive  and  oppressive 
character.  We  have  seen  the  immense  accumu- 
lation of  profits  upon  the  tariff,  all  of  which  are 
paid  by  the  consumers.  We  have  seen  the  ten- 
dency of  any  tariff,  and  especially  of  a  high  pro- 
tective tariff,  to  drive  us  to  direct  taxation.  We 
have  seen  that  the  system  of  direct  taxation  would 
relieve  us  from  many  of  the  burdens  imposed  on  us 
by  the  tariff.  All  this  we  have  seen;  but  this 
relief  is  remote,  and  we  want  immediate  relief 
There  are  some  remedies  within  our  reach,  and 
we  should  begin  to  use,  them.  They  are  simple, 
and  should  be  adopted  at  once. 

One  remedy  for.  the  Western  people  is  to  import 
tbair  own  goods,  as  far  as  possible,  directly  to  the 
Western  cities.  We  ought  to  cut  off  the  profit  to 
the  Eastern  importer  and  to  the  jobber;  and  to  re- 
duce the  profits  of  the  Western  city  merchant  to 
that  of  the  jobber;  and  that  of  the  village  or  country 
merchant,  to  that  of  the  Western  city  merchant. 
Even  this  would  leave  us  ten,  twenty,  and  thirty 
percent.— enough,  in  all  cobscience,  for  any  people 
to  pay;  ten  to  the  Western  importer,  twenty  to  the 
city  merchant,  and  thirty  to  the  country  merchant. 
Even  these  ought  to  be  reduced  one  half.  They 
might  be.  The  merchandise  being  close  at  home, 
our  village  and  country  merchants  could  invest  and 
sell,  and  reinvest  and  sell  again,  at  very  short  pe- 
riods. We  should  pay  cash,  and  sell  for  cash. 
Then  there  would  be  no  losses;  and  the  merchants 
could  live  and  thrive  upon  half  the  profits  they 
now  contract  for.  The  practice  of  charging  sol- 
vent persons  double  price,  to  make  up  losses  on  in- 
solvent persons,  might  then  be  abandoned.  By  im- 
porting our  own  goods,  we  should  promote  the 
growth  of  our  own  cities.  What  the  people  of  my 
own  State  now  contribute  to  the  growth  of  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  we  should 
then  contribute  to  the  growth,  and  improvement, 
and  wealth  of  our  own  rising  and  flourishing  city. 
So  of  all  the  other  Western  people,  and  the  other 
Western  cities.  They  would  become  better  mar- 
kets for  our  own  Western  produce;  and  better 
markets  would  enrich  our  citizens.  Our  citizens, 
enriched,  would  be  able  to  purchase  more  from 
our  merchants;  and  thus  each  class  would  promote 
the  interest  of  the  other,  and  all  would  prosper  to- 
gether. This  remedy  would  save  us  a  large 
amount  of  the  profits  which  accumulate  on  the 
tariff  and  on  the  cost  of  mei^handise  also. 

In  the  West  we  should  ask  a  tariff  as  low  as 
possible.  Let  it  be  for  revenue.  We  can  pay 
the  tariff,  if  moderate,  and  the  profits  on  it; 
and  we  have  paid  a  tariff,  when  exorbitant,  and 
the  profits  on  that;  but  then  it  is  wrong  to  grind 
us  too  far  into  the  earth.  We  are  sore  already. 
You  should  tread  lightly  on  our  corns,  and  not 
lender  our  burdens  insupportable,  but  begin  "h 
unpack,*^  Let  the  Government  be  administered 
economically;  and  load  us  with  no  more  revenue 
than  is  necessary  to  pay  her  reasonable  expenses. 
Abolish  expenses  wnere  they  can  be  dispensed 
"With;  and,  where  they  cannot,  retrench  them  if 
they  can  bear  retrenchment.  Cut  off  all  extrava- 
gancies, whether  in  large  matters  or  in  small.  Let 
us  not  be  afraid  of  mighty  influence  against 
us,  whei«  large  expenditures  are  involved.  Let 
us  meet  them  and  retrench.  Let  us  not  slur  over 
the  strong  and  the  powerful,  and  strike  deep  into  the 
weak  and  the  helpless.  Let  ns  not  pass  by  the  army 
and  the  navy,  and  seize  upon  the  clerks  and  the 
pages.  Let  all, fare  alike.  Let  all  be  brought  to  a 
standard  to  suit  the  times.  Money  has  grown 
scarce  among  us.  It  may  be  many  years  before  it 
is. plentiful  again.  The  people  cannot  pay  as  they 
have  paid  heretofore.    We  most  come  Sown.   Ne- 


cessity will  force  us;  and  we  had  better  make  a 
virtue  of  necessity,  and  come  at  once  where  it  must 
eventually  drive  us.  Reduce  this  bill.  You  viill 
get  more  revenue  by  it.  Even  then  you  will  not 
get  enough.  The  people  are  too  poor;  they  are 
too  much  in  debt;  they  cannot  buy  your  taxed  goods; 
they  must  economize  to  get  out  of^debt.  Let  us  re- 
trench. Then  we  shall  want  less  revenue,  and  the 
Government  will  be  better  able  to  meet  her  debts. 

But,  in  my  own  State  we  have  another  remedy, 
and  we  should  adopt  it.  We  should  go  for  protect- 
ing home  industry.  We  have  the  power  of  making 
a  large  portion  of  the  necessaries  of  life  within  our- 
seives,  and  we  should  exercise  that  power.  We 
should  resolve  to  do  so  in  self-defence.  We  should 
do  so,  to  prevent  ourselves  from  h^ing  taxed  to 
death  to  support  exacting  neighbors.  We  should 
keep  our  own  wheels  and  our  own  looms  in  opera- 
tion. We  should  give  them  especial  protection 
and  encouragement.  We  should  encourage  our 
other  various  manufactures.  Our  roen^  women, 
and  children  should  work,  and  keep  at  it  busily  and 
steadily,  and  should  husband  well  what  they  make; 
and  should  live,  as  far  as  possible,  within  them- 
selves, until  a  change  in  the  policy  of  our  Govern- 
ment shall  equalize  its  advantages,  its  burdens, 
and  its  taxes. 

In  my  own  State,  we  should  encourage  manufac- 
ture.«».  *  No  doubt  we  have  the  power  to  do  so.  We 
have  advantages  over  our  Eastern  neighbors.  Our 
fuel,  water-power,  house  rent,  provisions,  and  raw 
m^rial  for  some  fabrics,  can  be  obtained  decided-, 
ly  cneaper  than  theirs.  Our  manual  labor  is  dearer. 
But  to  make  coarse  cottons,  for  example,  (an  arti- 
cle used  extensively  among  us,)  very  Ihtle  manual 
labor  is  required.  They  are  mostly  made  with  ma- 
chinery. For  this,  and  other  reasons,  they  can  be 
made  as  cheap  in  Massachusetts  as  in  Great  Brit- 
ain; and  for  this,  and  other  reasons,  they  ought  to 
be  made  as  cheap  in  Missouri  as  in  Massachusetts. 
The  other  reasons,  in  both  cases,  are  the  cheap 
prices  of  all  the  ingredients,  except  manual  labor. 
This  would  cost  us  out  little. 

We  should  take  back  the  land.^.  For  the  present, 
this  would  be  another  remedy.  The  revenue  de- 
rived from  them  would  go,  to  that  extent,-to  dimin- 
ish the  burdens  of  a  tariff.  It  would  go  much  fur- 
ther. It  would  save  the  people  the  payment  of  that 
much  revenue:  and  then  all  the  profits  paid  upon 
that  amount  oi  revenue.  Suppose  the  land  fund 
to  be  distributed  be  $3,000,000:  if  we  distribute 
8^,000,000  of  land  revenue,  the  treasury  will  be 
minus  that  sum  in  consequence;  and  just  as  much 
so  as  if  we  had  distributed  82,000,000  of  revenue 
from  imposts.  To  the  clearness  of  this  proposition 
nobody  will  hesitate  to  assent.  Of  this  sum,  the 
distributive  share  of  Missouri  would  be  845,000( 
and  perhaps  more — ^no  matter  what  amount.  Be- 
fore you  give  this  amount  of  land  revenue  to  the 
State,  you  must  take  it  from  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States.  In  doing  this,  you  create  a  vacancy 
in  your  treasury  exactly  equal  to  ^5,000,  which 
must  be  filled  up  from  some  other  source.  We  have 
but  one  source;  and  that  is  from  the  customs — from 
imposts— /rom  taxet  o%  imported  goods.  Every- 
boay  can  understand  this.  Let  us  trace  the  opera- 
tion of  this  on  Missouri.  Forty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars are  to  be  collected  from  the  customs,  or  im- 
posts—or, in  plainer  language,  taxes  on  imported 
goods — to  supply  her  share  ot  the  deficit  in  the  rev- 
enue created  by  the  distribution  of  the  land  fund. 
This  sum  is  paid  at  the  custom-houses;  and  mostly 
at  those  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  where  we 
buy  most  of  our  merchandise.  This  forty-five 
thousand  dollar  tax  is  paid  in  the  outset  by  the  im- 
porter. 

Let  us  now  follow  this  sum,  and  the  profits  which 
accumulate  on  it,  until  the  tax,  and  all  the  profits 
on  the  tax,  are  finally  paid  by  the  consumer.  The 
goods  on  which  this  tax  is  paid  must  pass  through 
the  hands  of  the  importer,  the  jobber,  the  Western 
city  merchant,  and  the  village  or  country  mer- 
chant, as  in  other  cases.  The  importer  sells  to  the 
jobber,  and  gets  10  per  cent,  on  the  tariff  which  he 
has  paid.  This  raises  the  whole  sum  to  849,500. 
The  jobber  sells  to  the  St.  Louis  merchant,  and  he 
gets  20  pf  r  cent,  upon  the  tariff  and  the  profit 
which  he  has  paid  the  importer.  ThLs  raises  the 
whole  sum  to  S59,400.  The  St.  Louis  merchant 
sells  to  the  village  or  codntry  merchant,  and 
charges  a  profit  of  30  per  cent.  This  raises  the 
whole  amount  of  tariff  and  profits  on  tariff  to 
$77,220.  The  village  or  country  merchant  sells  to 
the  people  who  consume,  and  charges  50  per  cenL 
I  pront.    This,  added  to  the  tariff,  and  previous 


profits  on  tariff,  makes  the  $45,000  coat  the  co&SQr 
mers  8115,830!  The  operation  of. the  land  bill, 
then,  on  Missouri,  is  to  give  her  845,000  with  ooe 
hand,  and  to  take  from  her  $115,880  with  the  other. 
Let  us  say  nothing  about  the  expense  of  collecting 
and  distfibuting :  this  out  of  the  question,  thepic^ 
ture  is  strong  enough  to  startle  any  Western  maa 
who  can  be  induced  to  look  at  it  in  his  sober 
senses,  and  made  to  understand  it.  Weshoald  take, 
back  the  lands,  then.  The  revenue  arising  from 
them  would  go,  to  their  amount,  to  relieve  the  Wesu 
em  people  of  the  burdens  imposed  on  them  in  col- 
lecting the  revenues  hv  this  Grovemment. 

Bui  all  these  remedies  will  not  give  the  West 
complete  relief.  All  these  remedies  will  not  place 
the  West  on  an  equality  with  other  parts  of  the 
Union.  We  shall  not  have  a  complete  remedy^ 
nor  shall  we  be  placed  on  an  equality  in  paying 
taxes,  till  we  have  been  driven  to  direct  taxation, 
and  have  exterminated  the  impost  system.  Then  we 
shall  pay  clean  taxes  and  equal  taxes.  Then  we 
shall  know  how  much  we  pay,  what  we  pay  it  for, 
and  what  is  done  with  what  we  pay.  And  ihir 
will  be  a  great  advancement  in  our  system  of  col- 
lecting and  disbursing  revenue,  and  m  reionning;- 
the  abuses  and  retrenching  the  ezpmses  of  thi& 
Grovemment. 


[The  following  speech  was  made  at  the  dd 
sion  of  the  27ih  Congress,  as  will  be  seen  bf -its 
date;  but  it  was  not  written  out  by  the  member  and 
delivered  to  us  until  after  the  Appendix  for  that 
season  was  completed,  which  will  aecoml  for  its 
appearance  in  this  volume.] 

SPEECH  OP  MR,  J.  C.  EDWARDS, 

OF  MISSOURI, 
In  the  Bouse  of  HepreeentaUvee,  July  20,  1M8^ 
In  relation  to  the  territory  in  dispute  between  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  the  United  States,  and  to 
the  true  location  of  the  boundary  between  Mis- 
souri and  Iowa. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chaisman:  But  one  hour  will  be  allowed  me 
to  present  my  case.  That  is  by  no  means  enough; 
and  two  would  not  be  sufficient  to  investigaie  the 
subject  fully;  but  as  much  of  it  as  can  be,  shaU  be 
crowded  into  the  time  allowed  me. 

I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  I  oommenoe  the 
discussion  of  this  case  with  a  majority  of  the  Home 
prejudiced  against  the  claim  of  my  Scale.  I  emu, 
therefore,  anticipate  the  character  of  the  decisioa 
which  will  probably  be  given.  You  have  heani 
thai  side  of  the  case  against  the  claim  of  Missonri, 
but  you  have  heard  nothing  in  favor  of  her  claim; 
and  even  now,  under  the  operation  of  your  roleSg 
yon  will  let  but  half  the  case  be  presented  before 
you  decide. 

I  infer  that  you  are  prejudiced  against  oar  claim, 
for  several  reasons.  One  rejport  has  been  made 
upon  the  subject  by  the  anthontv  of  Iowa.  This  is, 
of  course,  against  the  claim  of  Missoari.  Another 
has  been  made  by  a  commissioner  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  This  does  not  decide  positireiy 
against  us,  but  its  leanings  and  tendencies  are 
against  us.  The  Committee  on  Territories^  to 
whom  this  matter  has  been  referred,  haVe  twice  re- 
ported against  our  claim.  During  all  this  time, 
vou  have  heard  nothing  favorable  to  the  claim  of 
Missouri.  For  these  reasons,  in  part,  I  inler  thai 
you  are  prejudiced  against  our  claim. 

But  Iowa  considers  herself  a  party  to  this  casew 
Then  her  report  is  of  no  great  valae,  and  shoqld 
have  but  liule  weight.  Your  own  oomraissioQer 
does  not  decide  positively  against  as.  He  acted  on 
but  a  part  of  tne  case,  and  still  had  his  doobia 
The  two  reports  of  the  Committee  -  on  Territories 
are  by  no  means  consistent — the  one  admitung 
what  the  other  denies,  in  several  importam  mat- 
ters. But  you  depend  much  upon  your  oommitiees 
—and,  in  the  general,  this  is  right  and  pro}»er;  bat 
your  committees  are  not  always  right  in  their  cco« 
elusions.  They  are  by  no  means  infiUlible.  la 
this  case,  they  are  clearly  wrong. 

You  are  a  party  to  this  case.  This  is  osaallya 
cause  of  prejudice;  but  I  do  not  allade  to  the  fact 
here  for  that  reason,  but  because  I  wish  the  tact 
distinctly  noticed  that  you  are  a  party.  If  it  be  a 
ground  of  prejudice,  we  are  willing  to  waive  thai 
ground,  and  to  trust  our  case  to  yoar  decuioo;  re- 
serving to  ourselves  the  ri§^t,  of  c<»bvm^  as  is  im 
in  all  other  cases  of  similar  character,  to  nj^j  to 
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another  tribunal  if  your  decisioii  be  against  us. 

But  we  wish  to  be  saVed  the  necessity  of  going  to 

another  tribunal;  and  we  iuroke  your  justice  and 
jQUT  magnatiimiiy.  and  ask  yon  to  save  us  that 
necessity,  by  giving  us  a  decision  according  to  the 

law  and  the  facts  oi  the  case. 
The  Committee  on  Territories  admits  that  this 

qaestion,  **so  far  as  the  rights  of  Missouri  are  in- 
volved, is  peculiarly  for  the  judgment  of  the  courts: 
but  the  anthoriiies,  both  of  the  Stale  and  Territory, 
hare  repeatedljr  referred  it  to  Congress,  and  be- 
suQ^ht  its  decision.  The  action  ot  the  National 
Legislature  cannot  conclude  Missouri,  but  it  will 
be  binding  on  Iowa,  though  it  should  concede  some- 
thing of  her  rights  to  her  adversary  in  this  con- 
troversy." See  page  11,  doc.  791,  2d  sess.  27ih 
Cong.  This  opinion,  advanced  by  the  committee, 
is  clearly  ripht.  1  am,  therefore,  saved  the  neces- 
sity of  proving  this  point. 

iuThis  is  not  a  case  in  which  Missouri  is  one  party 
|nd  Iowa  the  other.  Iowa  is  not  directly  a  party 
mthe  case  at  all.  It  is  a  case  in  which  the  State 
of  Missouri  is  one  party,  and  the  United  States  the 
other.  The  territory  in  dlspate  belongs  to  the 
State  of  Missouri,  or  els«  it  belongs  to  the  United 
States,  if  it  belongs  to  the  State,  yoa  have  no 
power  over  it;  if  it  does  not  belong  to  the  State,  then 
you  can  do  what  you  please  with  it.  That  speck 
ofit  which  does  not  already  belong  to  the  Indians, 
yoacdn  aeU  even  to  then  to«morrow,  if  you  choose, 
if  th«  terrritory  be  yours,  and  not  oars.  If  it  be  not 
oars,  you  have  complete  control  over  it,  and  vou 
will  continue  to  have  till  Iowa  becomes  a  State, 
and  then  you-  can  give  it  to  her  if  you  choose. 
Ioiw«el[peete  to  get  it,  and  for  this  reason  is  inter- 
ested in  yoar  retaining  it.  This  is  all  the  interest 
she  has  in  the  case. 

The  case  is  one,  then,  of  singular  character:  the 
Stkte  isove  party,  and  you  are  the^^A^r  party;  and 
yet  the  State  asks  you  to  decide  the  mailer.  And 
not  exactly  to  decide  the  matter  either.  We  call 
upon  you,  rather  to  settle  it;  and  you  have  the  power 
to  do  so.  We  say  the  terfitorTis£wr5,  and  not  yours. 
We  call  upon  yoa  to  a^lfnowfedge  our  right  to  terri- 
tory which  we  claim  to  be  our  own,  and  to  renounce 
yoar  claim  to  territory  to  which  we  contend  you 
nave  no  title.  If  you  refuse  to  do  so,  this  does  not 
prevent  us  from  applying  to  the  courts  of  jastice. 
This  is  the  nature  of  the  case. 

The  boundary  in  dispute  is  that  between  the  State 
of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Iowa— being  ihe 
northern  boundary  of  the  former,  and  tbesoathern 
boundary  of  the  latter.  The  State  of  Missouri  in- 
sists upon  a  line  which  runs  with  the  parallel  of 
latitude  passing  through  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines,  at  the  Great  Bend  in  said  riv^er.  The 
Commiitee  on  Territories  insists  that  the  true 
boundary  runs  through  the  "Des  Moines  rapids," 
in  the  Mississippi  river,  bnt  as  this  line  would  cut 
deep  into  our  counties,  the  committee,  aiU  of  abun- 
dant  mercy  to  Ike  State y  agrees  to  give  us  the  old 
Indian  boundary  line  run  by  John  C.  Sullivan  in 
1816,  four  years  before  the  Stale  (Government  was 
formed.  This  line  runs  much  nearer  to  the  one 
claimed  by  Missouri  than  thai  which  the  commit- 
tee says  is  the  true  line.  But  the  committee  says 
this  Indian  line  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  the  true  line. 
This  is  an  admission,  at  once,  that  they  have  not 
decided  the  case  according  to  the  law  and  the  facts. 
Let  thena  not  say  that  they  have  done  us  more 
than  justice.  We  understand  that,  and  will  inquire 
info  It. 

The  territory  in  dispute — that  lying  between  these 
two  lines— the  line  claimed  by  Missouri  and  the 
old  Indian  line — at  the  eastern  end,  next  the  Des 
Moines  river,  is  over  eight,  and  less  than  nine 
miles  wide;  and  at  the  western  end.  next  the  Mis- 
souri river,  about  thirteen  miles  wiae.  The  whole 
territory  in  dispute  embraces  about  2,616  square 
miles.  Of  this  tract  of  country,  about  one-six- 
teenth, being  about  nine  miles  average  in  width, 
by  an  average  of  about  el^teen  mifes  in  length, 
containing  about  four  and  a  half  congressional 
townships,  and  a  nopulation  of  1,500  or  2,000  per- 
sons, has  been  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United 
States.  This  one-sixteenth  your  committee  magni- 
fies into  **near  one-third  of  the  territory  now  in  dis- 
pute." But  this  is  by  no  means  their  larerestblnn- 
dei*.  The  remaining  fiAeen-sixteenths  of  the  dis- 
puted territory  are  still  in  possession  of  the  I6dians, 
and  have  no  population  to  be  affected  by  the  ulti- 
mate decision  of  this  case.  ' 

Thfe  people  already  in  the  disputed  territory  went 
thire'Wiih  a  fun  knowledge  of  tne  existence  of  this 
eotttroversy^' and)  of  coarse;  with  a  determination 


to  abide  the  result.  In  fact,  many  of  them  may 
have  gone  wiih  the  hope  and  the  expectation  that 
this  country  was  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
But,  no  matter  what  they  expected,  yon  should  de- 
cide this  case,  not  as  a  question  of^^expediency,  but 
according  to  the  law  and  the  facts  ol  the  case. 
Any  other  decision  must  be  unjust,  .and  cannot  be 
submitted  to  by  Missouri. 

In  the  .progress  of  this  discussion,  we  should 
bear  in  mind  an  important  distinction  between  a 
Territory  and  a  State.  The  former  is  a  sort  of 
preparatory  grade  of  government.  The  latter  is  a 
complete  ana  perfect  government.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  former  is  fixed  by  this  Government; 
and  may  be  altered  or  changed,  enlarged  or  di- 
minished, at  any  moment,  by  Congress.  The  ju- 
risdiction of  the  latter  is  fixed,  in  the  case  of  Mis- 
souri, by  the  State  constitution,  and  cannot  be* 
changed  or  altered,  enlarged*  or  diminished,  by 
Congress.  The  territory  of  the  former  is  fixed  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  and  can  be  enlarged  or  cur- 
tailed by  Congress.  The  territory  of  the  latter  is 
fixed  by  the  Constitution,  and  cannot  be  enlarged 
or  diminished  by  an  act  of  Congress. . 

The  6th  day  of  March,  1820,  Congress  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  ana  Stale  Govemmeiit.  This 
act  prescribed  boundaries  for  the  Staie  to  be  formed. 
The  19th  day  of  June,  1820,  nearh'  four  months  af- 
terwards, the  peo]%  of  Missouri  Territory  formed 
a  constitution  am|  State  Government.  This  con- 
stitution defined  ihe  boundaries  of  the  "State  of 
Missouri."  That  section  of  the  act  of  Cong^ss 
which  describes  the  boundaries  of  the  Territory, 
andihat  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  Stale  which 
describes  the  boundaries  of  the  Slate,  are  in  the 
same  words.*  It  is  a  curious  and  an  interesting 
question  of  law,  that,  notwithstanding  both  these  in- 
struments use  the  same  words  in  describing  tBe 
boundaries,  yet  it  becomes  necessary,  in  deciding 
this  case,  to  determine  whether  the  act  of  Congress 
or  the  constitution  of  the  State  is  the  paramount  in- 
strument; whether  the  act  of  Congress  or  the  con- 
stilurion  of  the  State  gives  boundaries  to  the  State. 

The  question,  2rA«^A<rr  ^A«  act  or  the  constitvtion 
is  the  controlling  instrument^  becomes  important, 
because  the  great  difficulty  in  settling  this  controver- 
sy grows  out  of  a  latent  ambiguity,  both  in  the  act 
of  Congress  and  in  the  consii union  of  the  Stale; 
and  this  difficulty  is  increased  by  an  attempt  to  en- 
large this  avibiguity.  The  ambiguity  consists  in 
the  expression,  "ihe  rapids  oflhe  riverDes  Moines," 
used  both  in  the  act  of  Congress  and  in  the  consti- 
tution oflhe  State.  We  have  no  evidence  that,  when 
the  constitution  wa^  adopted,  more  than  one  rapid 
oflhe  riverDes  Moines  was  known;  but,  by  late 
surveys,  we  ascertain  that  there  are  several  "rapids 
of  the  j-iver  Des  Moines;"  and  the  difficulty  now 
consists  in  determining  which  of  these  "rapids  of 
the  river  Des  Moines"  were  called  for  in  the  act  of 
Congress  and  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The 
enlargement  of  the  ambiguity — and  which,  beyond 
all  f question,  is  a  very  absurd  one — consists  in  an 
attempt  to  make  the  "rapids  of  the  rircr  Des 
Moines"  mean  the  "Des  Moinesrapids"  in  ihe  Mis- 
sissippi river.  Let  me  here  say,  that  three  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  |  the  Des  MoJnes  river  com- 
mences a  chain  of  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
which  extends  up  that  river  fourteen  miles.    These, 


'The  boqndariea  of  "Miwoari  Territory,"  as  deecribedin  the 
act  of  Con^ren  approved  March  6,  1820,  and  of  (he  "State  of 
Miaiouri,"iiadeecnbed}n  tbeconaiiunum  ofsaid  State,  adopted 
Julv  19,  1820,  are  detcribeU  in  the  following  wordt: 

'^Beginninc  in  the  middle  of  ihe  Miviseippi  river,  on  the 
parallel  of  36  de^eea  of  north  latitude;  ihence  wcei,  along  the 
•aid  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  Sl  Francis  river;  thence  up  and 
followtng  the  courM  of  that  river,  in  the  middleof  the  main 
channel  thereof,  to  the  parallel  if  latiiuile  ofSG  degrees  and  30 
minuter,  thence  -wes',  alone  the  same,  to  a  point  where  the 
said  parallel  is  intersected  by  a  meridian  line  passing  ihn)Ugh 
the  middle  ot  ibe  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  same 
empties  into  the  Missouri  river;  ilience,  from  the pomt  afore« 
said,  north,  along  the  said  meridian  Ime,  to  the  iniemectionofthe 
parnllel  of  Utirnde  which  passcn  through  THE  RaPIDS  OF 
THE  RIVER  DE4  MOINES,  roakinir  the  said  line  correspord 
with  the  Indian  boundary  line;  thenc<^  east,  from  the  point  of 
intersection  lu&t  aforesaid,  along  the  nald  parallel  of  latitude,  to 
the  middle  ol  the  channel  ofthemnin  fork  of  the  said  river  Dts 
Miinfsj  Ihence,  down  and  along  the.middle  of  the  main  chan- 
nel of  the  said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the  mouih  of  the  same, 
where  it  empties  into  the  Mississippi  river;  ihence,  due  east, 
to  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Missistiippi  river; 
thence  down  ard  followin?  the  course  of  (he  MIsBiwippi  rivrr, 
in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof,  to  the  place  of  t)c- 
ginning." 

[NoTB.— The  act  of  Congreasand  the  constltniinn  of  the  State, 
10  far  as  they  describe  the  tK>undarie8,  are  in  Ihe  same  words, 
with  this  difTerence:  In  the  constitution,  ihe  words  'Repaid*' 
are  used  for  the  word  "that"  in  the  act;  and  the  words  "io'» 
.and  "and"  in  Cbd  act,  are  dropped  in  the  constiiotion:  but  this  is 
injfliaterUd,  and  does  n<H  change  the  bouodaries.} 


from  their  proximity  to  the  mouih  of  the  Des 
Moines  river,  and  to  disiinguish  ihem  from  other 
rapids  in  the  Mii>sis.sippi  above,  are  called  the  "Detf 
Moines  rapids,"  and  have  been  so  called  for  ages. 
The  first  rapids  of  any  note  in  ihe  Des  Moinejf 
river  itself  are  about  sixty  miles  abovo  the  moiUh 
of  that  river. 

This  ambiguity,  like  other  latent  ambiguities,  cao. 
be  explained  by  parol  testimonv.    If  the  act  of  Con*;. 
gressand  ihe  constitution  of  the  State  refer  to  tb«i- 
same  "rapids,"  then  the  explanaiion  of  the  one' is 
the   explanation  oi   the  other,  and  the  teslimooy., 
of  the  same  witnesses  would  explain  boih.    But 
your  commiitee  decides  that  the  act  of  Congren 
calls  lor  one  "rapids,"   and  we  contend  that  the 
constitution  of  the  State  calls  for  another  "rapids;" 
and  if  this  be  so,. then  the  explanation  of  the  one 
will  not  be  the   explanation  of  the  other;  and  it 
will,   consequently,   become   necessary  to  decide 
which  is  the  governing  instrument — which  is  to  be 
explained,  the  act  or  the  constitution. 

This  explanation  can  be  given  only  by  those 
who  passed  the  act  and  the  constitution,  and  those 
who  were  otherwise  connected  with  the  passage  of 
these  instruments.  If  the  act  of  Congress  be  the' 
controlling  instrument,  then  the  explanation  must 
come  from  members  of  Congress,  and  those  con* 
nected  with  the  proceedings  of  Congress  about 
the  time  the  act  was  passed:  but  if  the  constitution 
of  the  State  be  the  controlling  instrument,  then 
the  explanation  must  come  from  the  members  of 
the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  and 
those  connected  with  the  proceedings  of  that  con- 
vention. It  is  hardly  probable  that  anybody  else 
knows  or  recollects  anything  about  either  oithem; 
and  these  instruments  can  be  explained  in  no  other 
way.  It  is  probable  that  do  member  of  Congress 
recollects  anything  about  the  meaning  of  the  act- 
ex  cept  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
himself.  It  is  highly  probable  that  no  member 
of  Congress,  except  the  delegate  referred  to,  knew 
anything,  at  the  time  the  act  was  passed,  about  the 
boundaries.  At  this  time  Florida  is  applying  for 
admission;  and  yet  I  am  sure  not  one  member  in 
this  House,  when  she  is  admitted  into  the  Union, 
will  understand  her  entire  boundaries.  Her  dele- 
gate probably  will.  It  was  still  more  so  the  case 
with  Missouri.  The  delegate  himself  from  that 
Territory  says  he  was  unacquainted  with  the 
country. 

We  must  have  the  testimony  of  those  who  know 
what  was  intended  by  the  ambiguous  phrase. 
Without  that,  a  correct  decision  of  this  contro* 
ver.<y  cannot  well  be  given.  It  is  entirely  com- 
petent to  explain  the  ambiguity  by  parol  testimony. 
The  Committee  on  Territories,  in  their  argument 
against  us,  have  followed  this  course.  They  have 
resorted  to  a  letter  of  Pierre  Chouteau,  the  case  of 
Louis  Honore,  and  other  evidence,  to  prove  that 
an  American  Congress,  removed  a  thousand  miles 
from  any  French  mflueuce,  had  used  the  expres- 
sion "rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines,"  when  they 
meant  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  in  the  Mississippi 
river,  simply  because  the  French  called  the  latter 
"rapides  de  la  riviere  Des  Moines."  Just  here, 
however,  as  it  suited  their  purposes,  the  committee 
may  have  intended  to  treat  the  constitution  as  the 
controlling  instrument,  and  to  lay  the  act  of  Con- 
gress aside  for  awhile.  That  constitution  was 
made  among  the  French  at  St.  Louis;  and,  al- 
though the  convention  was  almost  to  a  man  Eng- 
lish, yet  it  might  be  a  liule  Frenchified.  But  the 
comnniitee  should  take  the  act  of  Congress  for 
their  guide  altogether;  or  else  should  drop  it,  and 
take  the  constitution  altogether;  and  not  one,  and 
then  the  other,  as  it  mav  suit  their  convenience. 
But  the  commiitee  introduces  parol  testimony,  and 
you  are  acting  on  it.  1  claim  the  same  right,  and 
shall  exercise  it.  But  the  question  is  yet  to  be 
settled  whether  the  act  or  the  constitution  is  to  con- 
trol, and  which  is  to  be  explained.  Let  us  now  ex- 
amine that  question,  and  tnen  we  will  introduceonr 
evidence. 

The  act  of  Congress  "authorizing  the  people  of 
Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
Slate  Government"  was  passed  on  the6ih  day  of 
March,  1820.  The  constitution  of  the  State  was 
"ordained  and  established"  the  19th  day  of  July, 
1820 — the  same  year — ihree  months  and  upwards 
afief  the  passage  of- the  act  aforesaid.  The  sec- 
ond day  of  March,  1821— four  days  less  than  one 
year  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  6th — 
Congress  passed  a  resoluiion  providing  "that  Mis- 
souri shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqof ' 
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footing  with  the  original  States."*  The  act  of 
March  6, 1820,  and  the  resolution  of  March  2, 1821, 
l^ing  each  of  them  acts  of  Congress,  are  of  e^tial 
dignity.  The  latter,  by  admiuing  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  sanctions  the  consiitation  of  that  State; 
and  thus  recognises  that  constitution  as  being  of 
equal  dij^nity,  also.  If  the  three  instrumentbbe  of 
equal  dignity,  and  any  of  their  provisions  dash, 
then  the  latter  must  control  the  former,  under  the 
general  rule  that,  when  laws  conflict,  the  latter 
must  gov^ern  the  former.  If  the  boundaries  pre- 
scribed in  the  act  of  Congress  differ  Irom  the  bound- 
aries prescribed  in  the  constitution,  then  the  latter 
roast  govern  the  former,  and  must  give  boundaries 
to  the  State. 

The  Territory  of  Missouri  was  one  thing—the 
State  of  Missouri  is  another  thing.  The  Territory 
existed  under  an  act— the  work  of  Congress.  The 
State  exists  under  a.  constitution — the  work  of  a 
convention.  The  Territory  of  Missouri  received 
its  boundaries  under  different  acts  of  Congress,  and 
these  boundaries  were  at  one  time  larger,  and  at 
another  time  less.  They  were  least  under  the  last 
act.  The  State  of  Missouri  received  her  bounda- 
ries from  her  constitution,  afterwards  sanctioned  by 
an  act  of  Congress  and  these  boundaries  remain 
the  same,  so  far  as  this  controversy  involves  them. 
The  Territory  of  Missouri  was  not  admitted  into 
the  Union.  A  Territory  cannot  become  a  member 
of  the  Confederacy.  The  Sute  of  Missouri  teas 
admitted  into  the  Union.  A  State  can  become  a 
member  of  the  Confederacy.  It  was  not  the  Territo- 
ry, but  the  State,  which  was  admitted  into  the 
Union;  and,  if  it  wasnotlhe  Territory  which  was 
admitted  into  the  Union,  then  the  act  of  Congress 
does  not  give  boundaries  to  the  State,  because  the 
act  of  Congress  onlj  describes  the  boundaries  of  the 
Territory;  but,  if  it  was  the  State  which  was  admit- 
ted into  tne  Union,  then  the  constitution  does  give 
the  boundaries,  because  that  instrument  describes 
the  boundaries  of  the  State  thus  admitted. 

The  act  of  Congress  did  not  describe  the  bounda- 
.ries  of  a  State.  It  could  not  do  so,  because  the 
State  did  not  then  exist.  The  act  described  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  country,  and  authorized  the  people  of 
that  country  to  form  a  constitution  and  Slate  gov- 
ernment. I  admit  that  the  act  provided  'Uhat  the 
said  Slate  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  following  boundaries,"  and  that  it  then 
went  on  to  describe  the  boundaries  for  a  State.  But 
the  convention  had  a  right  to  adopt  different  bound- 
aries in  forming  the  State;  and,  although  Congress 
had  prescribed  boundaries,  and  had  the  power  to 
do  so,  yet  she  had  a  right  to  waive  her  boundaries, 
and  to  adopt  those  prescribed  by  the  convention.  In 
this  case,  if  there  be  any  difference  between  the 
boundaries  prescribed  by  the  act  and  the  constitu- 
tion, then  Congress  has,  by  admitting  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  sanctioned  the  latter,  and  waived  the 
former — has  given  up  the  boundaries  as  prescribed 
in  the  act,  and  has  assented  to  those  prescribed  in 
the  constitution.  If  so,  the  constitution  governs 
the  boundaries,  and  not  the  act. 

The  act  of  Congress  was  merely  directory.  The 
people  of  the  Territory  were  not  obliged  to  follow 
It.  They  had  the  right  to  choose  boundaries  for 
their  own  State,  and  to  ask  Congress  to  grant  them 
those  boundaries.  Their  selection  of  boundaries 
amounted  to  nothing  more  than  a  mere  choice, 
without  the  sanction  of  Congress,  afterwards  ob- 
tained. It  gave  then^  no  right  to  the  boundaries 
selected  by  themselves,  because  the  land  belonged 
to  the  United  Slates.  But  the  convention  had  the 
right  to  des>cribe  the  boundaries,  and  Congress  had 
the  right  to  say  you  shall  have  those  boundaries. 
The  convention  did  prescribe  the  boundaries,  and 
Congress  did  say  you  shall  have  those  boundaries. 
This  settled  the  matter.  Congress  gave  up  the 
boundaries  when  she  admitted  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union.  She  admitted  the  State  of 
Missouri,  not  the  Territory.  There  is  no  State  of 
Missouri  but  that  described  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Slate.  It  coi^ists  of  that  tract  of  country 
bounded  by  the  constitution  of  that  State.    The  act 

'Extract  from  the  reiolution  admitting  Mitsouri  irUo  the 

Union, 
'That  Missouri  shall  be|  admitted  into  this  UdIod,  on  an 
equal  fooling  with  the  original  Suies,  in  all  respects  whateTer, 
upon  the  fundamental  condition  that  the  fourth  clause  of  the 
twenty -sixth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  consiirution,  eub* 
mitten  on  the  part  ol  said  State  to  Congrera,  shall  never  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  paasagn  of  any  law.  and  that  no  law 
shall  be  oassed  in  conformiiy  thereto,  by  wnich  any  citizen  of 
either  of  the  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
eojoyment  of  the  priTilcfee  and  immunities  to  which  such  cii- 
izeo  is  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  tbs  United  States." 

[Approved,  March  12,  1821 . 
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of  Congress  describes  a  Territory,  and  does  not  de- 
scribe a  Slate.  The  constitution,  then,  must  control, 
and  not  the  act. 

I  admit  the  lands  belonged  to  the  United  States. 
No  question  of  that.  Congress  bad  the  right  tq 
give  or  withhold  them.  No  doubt  of  that.  She 
had  the  right  to  say  to  the  people  about  to  form  a 
State,  you  shall  take  these  boundaries,  and  you  shall 
have  no  others.  If  the  people  then  adopted  differ- 
ent boundaries,  Congress  had  a  right  to  say,  we 
will  not  admit  you  into  the  Union,  because  ?ou 
have  not  taken  the  boundaries  we  gave  you.  You 
have  adopted  boundaries  different  from  those  we 
prescribed  for  you.  You  must  remodel  your  Slate 
before  we  can  admit  you  into  the  Union.  You 
must  change  the  boundaries,  and  make  them  corres- 
pond with  those  we  prescribed  for  you,  before  we  can 
admit  you.  This  Congress  coald  have  done.  But 
if  Congress  chooses  to  admit  the  State,  as  she  clear- 
ly has  the  power  to  do,  although  the  State  has 
adopted  boundaries  dine  rent  from  those  which 
Congress  has  prescribed  for  her,  this  admission 
settles  the  question  of  boundaries  in  favor  of  the 
constitution,  and  forever  puts  that  matter  to  rest.  If, 
then,  the  b3undaries  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress and  in  the  constitution  of  the  Stale  be  dif- 
ferrent,  then  the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the  con- 
stitution are  the  true  ones. 

Congress  prescribed  boundaries  in  the  act,  bot  it 
is  not  absolutely  certain  that  the  wople  of  the  Ter- 
ritory adopted  tnese  boundaries,  ^f  the  act  and  the 
constitution  differ  in  reference  t(#them,  then  the 
peo^  of  the  Territorv  did  not  adopt  them.  The 
peo^  adopted  only  tne  boundaries  prescribed  in 
constitution.  To  make  the  boundaries  perma- 
nent, it  required  the  assent  of  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, as  well  as  of  Congress.  The  convention 
gave  her  assent  to  the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the 
constitution,  by  the  adoption  of  that  constitution. 
Congress  gave  her  assent,  also,  to  the  boundaries 
prescribed  in  the  constitution,  by  admitting  the 
State  into  the  Union.  These  boundaries,  then, 
have  the  assent  of  both  parties.  If  so,  and  the 
boundaries  in  the  act  have  not,  then  the  boundaries 
in  the  constitution  are  the  true  ones,  and  the  con- 
stitution controls  the  act. 

But  Congress  did  not  admit  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  except  '^on  a  certain  condition."  This  con- 
dition was,  not  that  Missouri  should  change  any 
part  of  her  boundaries,  or  surrender  any  part  of  the 
boundaries  which  the  convention  had  prescribed  in 
her  constitution,  or  any  part  of  the  territory  inclu- 
ded in  those  boundaries.  There  was  no  conaition  of 
this  character.  The  State  was  admitted  wiihout 
any  objection  to  boundaries  whatever.  No  excep- 
tion was  taken  to  the  constiiution,  in  any  other  than 
that  one  condition.  The  only  condition  annexed 
was,  that  "no  law  should  be  passed  in  conformity" 
to  a  certain  provision  of  the  constitution,  "by  wliich 
any  citizen  of  either  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  any  of 
the  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  such  citi,* 
zenis  entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  !"*  Every  other  part  of  the  constitution  was 
sanctioned  by  Congress,  that  prescribing  bounda- 
ries and  all.  '  The  exception  to  one  part  amounted 
to  a  saiiciion  of  the  others. 

If  any  oiher  name  than  Missouri  had  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  convention,  it  would  be  less  difficult  to 
separate  the  State  from  the  Territory— less  difficult 
to  show  that  it  was  the  State  which  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  not  the  Territory.  The  act  of 
Congress  authorizes  the  people  of  the  Territory 
"to  assume  such  name  as  they  shall  deem  proper.^' 
But  this  was  useless.  They  had  the  power  as  full 
without  the  grant  of  it.  But  if  Congress  had  re- 
quired the  people  to  call  the  State  Missouri,  and 
they  had  adopted  a  constitution,  and  in  that  had 

*Thia  resolution  required  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute,  by  "a 
solemn  public  act,"  to  assent  to  this  funden>ental  condition. 
The  Leglslature'acted  under  the  constiiution  of  the  State.  They 
had  DO  po^er,  except  what  they  derived  from  that  constitution, 
and  could  exercise  no  other.  They  had  no  nower  to  ciiange 
the  constitution,  except  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  that  in- 
strument; and  thai  was  not  by  *'a  solemn  public  act,"  but  by  an 
amendment  supported  by  two-thirds  or  each  branch  of  the 
Lef^islature,  at  two  successive  SffS«ions.  If  this  **condition" 
was  to  cfTect  anything,  it  wgs  to  elTeci  a  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion; but  the  Legislature  could  not  effect  a  change  in  the  con- 
stitution in  iliat  way.  They  complied  with  the  cooditien  im« 
posed  by  Congress,  but  that  condition  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  if  Congress  had  required  me  to  comply  wi  h  it.  The  Le* 
gislaiure  had  no  power  to  assent  in  that  way.  Then  no  legal  as* 
sent  was  given  An  illegal  assent  is  a  nullity.  The '-solemn 
public  act"  in  then  a  solemn  mockery.  But  the  condition  im- 
posed being  complied  with,  the  President,  by  proclamation,  de- 
clared the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  to  be  coronleie. 
Her  admission  was  complete;  and  she  came  ioiQ  the  Union 
with  horcowUtotl^D  untouch^)  and  vnalt«xed. 


called  the  State  Osage,  or  Gasconade,  or  Nodaway, 
or  Des  Moines,  or  any  other  name,  and  Congreaa 
had  admitted  the  State  into  the  Unicxn  with  that 
name,  most  clearly,  afler  the  admission,  the  Stale 
would  have  been  entitled  to  that  name,  and  coold 
not  have  been  called  Missouri,  as  required  by  the 
act  of  Congress.  In  giving  tne  name,  then,  the 
constitution ,  with  the  subsequent  sanction  of  Con- 
gress, would  have  controlled  the  previous  action  <tf 
Congress.    So  with  the  boundaries. 

Congress  admiiied  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union  "on  an  equal  footing  with  the  oi  iginal  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever."  This  is  the  language 
of  the  resolution  admitting  the  State  into  the 
Union,  omitting  the  condition.  The  State  of  Mis- 
souri shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  eqaal 
footing  with  the  original  States.  Let  us  inonire  on 
what  fooling  the  "original  States"  stood  when 
Missouri  was  admitted.  So  far  as  jurisdiction 
was  concerned,  they  exercised  complete  jurisdiction 
over  all  the  territory  within  their  limits,  as  pre- 
scribed in  their  constitutions.  If  Missouri,  inen. 
stands  on  an  equal  footing  with  "the  original 
States,''  she,  too,  has  the  right  to  exercise  complete 
jurisdiction  throughout  her  limits,  as  prescribed  in 
her  constitution.  If  so,  her  constitution  controls 
the  previous  act  of  Congress,  and  gives  the  boun- 
daries. 

As  before  said,  the  act  of  Congress  was  merely 
directory,  and  not  binding  on  the  people  of  ttta 
Territory.  They  had  the  right  to  reject  the  bound- 
aries prescribed  in  the  act  of  Congress,  or  to  adopt 
them,  as  they  saw  proper,  but,  till  the  people  did 
adopt  them,  they  formea  no  part  of  the  bonndaries  of 
the  State.  The  State  itself  could  have  no  existence 
till  the  people  did  adopt  them,  or  someaber  bound- 
aries, to  make  the  State.  Congress  has  no  power 
to  form  a  State.  A  State  must  be  formed  by  the 
people  who  inhabit  the  Territory  of  which  it  is  to 
t>e  composed.  Congress  cannot  give  a  single 
feature  to  a  State,  without  the  assent  of  the  people 
of  that  State.  She  can  neither  fix  the  name  nor  the 
boundaries,  nor  any  other  feature  of  the  State, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  people.  She  can 
assent  or  dissent  to  what  is  done,  bat  no  more.  If 
the  name,  the  boundaries,  the  constitution  generall]^, 
do  not  suit  her,  she  can  refuse  admission.  Bat  if 
she  admits,  fhe  adopts  all.  Her  power  is  then  at 
an  end,  and  the  State  constitution  controls  her  pre- 
vious legislation. 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  can  make  this  matter  plainer. 
If,  however,  the  constitution  of  a  State  describes 
one  Territory,  and  Congress  admits  another  Ter- 
ritory into  the  Union,  that  is  no  admission  of  the 
State,  and  that  State  is  still  out  of  the  Union.  Con- 
gress must  admit  the  Territory  described  in  the 
conslitutiod  of  the  State,  if  so  described  at  al>,  else 
the  State  is  not  admitted.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  becaose 
the  constitution  gives  boundaries  to  the  State,  with 
the  assent  of  Congress,  and  not  the  act  of  Congress, 
without  the  assent  of  the  people.  If  an  act  of  Con- 
gress describes  one  tract  ot  country  for  a  Stale, 
and  the  constitution  describes  anotbertractof  coan- 
iry  for  that  State,  and  Congress  admits  the  State 
created  by  that  constitution  into  the  Union,  then 
she  admits  her  with  the  boundaries  prescribed  by 
her  constiiution,  and  not  those  prescribed  by  any 
act  of  Congress.  The  admission  is  a  sanction  of 
the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the  constitution,  and 
a  waiver  of  any  boundaries  prescribed  in  an  act  of 
Congress. 

We  have  the  right  to  admit  Texas,  or  we  have 
the  right  to  admit  ^w-Ao^/' of  Texas,  into  the  Union. 
If  Congress  should  pass  an  act  to  admit  one-half  of 
Texas  into  the  Union,  and  should  prescribe  the 
boundaries  of  that  one-half,  and  Texas  should 
''form  a  constitution  and  State  government,"  em- 
bracing the  whole  of  her  territory,  instead  of  but 
one-half,  and  should  call  ihat  government  "the  State 
of  Texas,"  and  Congress  shoald  then  admit  ''the 
State  of  Texas"  into  the  Union,  that  would  be  an 
admission  of  the  whole  country  described  in  the 
constitution  of  "the  State  ot  Texas/'  and  not  of  the 
one-half,  as  described  in  the  act  of  Congress.  If  this 
be  80,  it.  is  because  the  constitution  of  the  State, 
with  the  assent  of  Congress,  gives  bonndaries  to 
the  State;  and  not  the  act  of  Congress  witboatthe 
assent  of  the  State. 

If  an  act  of  Qongress  gives  one  limit,  and  the 
constitution  of  a  State  assumes  another,  this  may 
form  a  good  reason  for  not  admitting  a  State  into 
the  Union  till  she  changes  her  boundaries;  bat,  after 
the  State  is  once  admitted,  the  question  as  to  bound- 
ary is  settled  in  favor  of  the  constitution  of  tha 
State,  not  to  be  altered  withpnt  th^  consent  of  bod^ 
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arties.  Congress  can  say,  We  will  not  admit  yon 
ito  the  Union  with  that  territory  or  those  bound- 
ries;  but,  after  admitting  a  State,  she  cannot  s:ay, 
'ou  shall  not  have  that  territory  or  those  bonnd- 
rtes.  It  is  then  too  late.  By  the  admission, 
/ongress  sanctions  all. 

If  the  constitution  altered  the  boundaries  pre- 
:ribed  by  the  act,  Congress  clearly  had  the  right 
i  adopt  the  altered  boundaries."  A  case  has  oc> 
arred  since  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Fnion,  precisely  in  point.  The  State  of  Missouri 
hanged  her  constitution  so  as  to  alter  one  part  of 
er  boundary,  and  Congress  sanctioned' this  alier- 
tion;  and  tne  boundary  thus  changed  is  now  the 
ermanent  boundary  of  the  State.  If  the  State,  by 
Itering  her  constitution,  and  with  the  sanction  of 
!ongress,  could  change  her  boundary  recenfly; 
iirely,  by  the  adoption  of  her  constitution,  and  with 
le  sanction  of  Congress,  when  she  was  just  coming 
ito  existence,  she  could  change  a  mere  direction 
f  Congress  to  adopt  certain  boundaries. 

The  "Stale  of  Horida"  is  now  applying  for  ad- 
lission  into  the  Union.  No  act  of  Congress  has 
een  passed  to  authorize  her  to  form  a  constitution 
nd  State  Government;  and  yet  she  has  done  so,  and 
» now  applying  for  admission.  Surely  no  one  can 
3ubt  the  power  ol  Congress  to  admit  her.  An  act 
f  Congress  authorizing  the  people  of  a  Territory 

>  form  a  constitnlion  and  a  State  Government,  is 
y  no  means  a  requisite  indispensable  preparatory 

>  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union.  We 
lould  act  a  silly  part  if  we  were  to  pass  a  law  to 
nthorize  Texas  to  form  a  constitution  and  Slate 
rovernment,  preparatory  to  her  admission  into  the 
Tuion;  and  yet,  if  she  were  to  apply  to-morrow, 
rith  her  present  republican  form  of  Gk)vernmenl, 
re  should,  beyond  all  dispute,  have  the  power  at 
nee  to  admit  her.  She  has  her  existence  as  a 
late,  independent  of  the  action  of  Congress;  so 
as  Florida,  and  so  bad  Missouri;  and  each  of 
lese  Governments  became  a  State  by  virtue  of  its 
wn  constitution,  and  nut  by  virtue  of  any  act  of 
longress.  Congress  did  not  mak^  them  States, 
^hey  made  themselves  .so.  All  Congress  can  do, 
;  to  give  her  assent,  or  enter  her  dissent,  to  what 
ley  have  done,  and  to  admit  or  reject  them  when 
ley  apply  for  admission  intp  the  Union. 

The  act  of  Congress,  then,  of  the  6th  of  March, 
320,  does  not  prescribe  the  boundaries  of  the  State 
f  Missouri.  The  constitution  formed  by  the  con- 
ention  the  19ih  day  of  July,  1830,  and  sanctioned 
Y  Congress  the  2d  day  of  March,  1821,  does  pie- 
:ribe  the  boundarfes  of  the  State.  Then,  irtte 
rst  act  of  Congress  prescribed  one  set  of  bounda- 
es,  and  the  constitution  of  the  State  prescribes 
aother  set  of  boundaries,  the  constitution  controls 
le  boundaries,  and  not  the  act  of  Congress;  and 
le  ambiguity  in  the  constitution  of  the  State  is  to. 
i  explained,  and  not  the  ambiguity  in  the  act  of 
ongre^s;  and  the  witnesses  to  explain  are  the 
lembers  of  the  convention,  and  those  connected 
iih  the  proceedings  of  th6  convention  at  the  time 
le  constitution  was  adopted,  and  not  the  members 
r  Congress,  and  those  connected  with  the  proceed- 
igs  of  Congress,  at  the  time  the  act  of  Congress 
as  passed.'  Then  we  can  proceed  with  oar  evi- 
ence. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  northern  boanda- 
f  of  Missouri  was  to  run  through  a  country  then  a 
ildemess,  and  but  little  known.  The  northern 
Dundary  was  to  run  upon  "the  parallel  of  latitude 
hich  passes  through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
foines."  "The  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines" 
the  ambiguous  phrase  in  the  constitution,  as  well 
i  in  the  act  of  Congress.  To  explain  this,  I 
tail  introduce  the  evidence  of  a  number  of  the 
irviving  members  of  the  convention  which  framed* 
le  constitution,  and  of  all  who  have  been  heard 
om.  1  shall  also  introduce  the  evidence  of 
General  William  Milburn,  who  was  at  the  time  a 
erk  in  the  surveyor  general's  office,  and  who 
Bsbeen  in  the  same  office  ever  since,  till  verjr  re- 
intly;  and  who,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time, 
as  been  surveyor  general  himseli.  I  shall  iniro- 
Qce  a  number  of  witnesses,  who,  for  respectability 
ad  intelligence,  and.  a  mass  of  testimony,  which, 
)r  clearness  and  conclusiveness  have  probablv 
ot  been  equalled  in  any  case  before.  I  shall 
iiow,  first,  that  the  convention  supposed  there  were 
&pids  in  tne  Des  Moines;  second,  that  they  called 
^r  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;  third,  that  there 
^fe  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;  fourth,  the  size 
nd  magnitude  of  those  rapids;  fifth,  that  the 
pnvention  did  not  eall  for  rapids  in  the  Mis- 
^ppi  river;  sixth,  that  they  did  call  for  the  rapids 
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at  the  Great  Bend  in  the  Des  Moines  river;  and, 
seventh,  that  there  are  no  rapids  below  the  Great 
Bend. 

1.  Theconventionbelieved  there  were  rapids  in 
the  river  Des  Moines.  In  1816,  four  year?  before  the 
State  Governmen:  was  formed,  John  C.  Sullivan 
ran  ihe  Indian  boundary  line.  This  line  passed 
within  eight  miles  of  the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines, 
at  the  Great  Bend  in  said  river.  John  C.  Sullivan 
was  there.  He  was  a  skilful,  practical  surveyor, 
with  a  practised  eye.  He  was  afterwards  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  which  formed  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State.  He  has  now  been  dead  several 
years.  He  was  a  man  in  whose  statements  the  ut- 
most reliance  could  be  placed.  From  him  and 
others,  the  convention  derived  information. 

General  Jonathan  Ramsay,  a  member  of  the 
convention,  says;  "1  well  recollect  having  a  con- 
versation with  John  C.  Sullivan  on  the  subject  of 
the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines,  not  as  [to]  their  be- 
ing the  rapids  c^led  for  in  the  act  of  Congress, 
(for  of  this  there  appeared  to  be  no  doubt,)  but  as 
to  their  magnitude,  and  whether  there  was  any 
considerable  fall  at  any  one  place." 

The  honorable  James  Evans,  then  a  member  of 
the  convention,  and  since  a  judge  of  one  of  our 
circuit  courts,  says:  "I  distinctly  recollect  convers- 
ing on  that  subject  with  General  W.  Rector  and  Col. 
John  C.  Sullivan.  The  conclusion  was.  that  the 
rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines  meant  the  rapids 
in  the  river,  and  not  those  in  the  Mississippi." 

The  honorable  Hiram  H.  Baber,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention,  and  for  several  of  tA  last 
years  auditor  of  public  accounts  for  our  State, 
says:  "1  have  a  distinct  recollection  that  a  map 
was  procured  from  the  office  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral for  the  use  of  the  convention;  but  I  do  not  re- 
collect distinctly  whether  or  not  *the  rapids  in  the 
river  Des  Moines,'  or  the  'Des  Moines  rapids' 
in  Ihe  Mississippi  lirer,  were  marked  upon  it. 
From  conversations,  however,  with  several  mem- 
bers of  the  convention,  1  incline  to  the  belief  that 
the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines  were  designated 
upon  a." 

Another  witness.  General  William  Milburn, 
says:  "The  northern  boundary  was  drawn,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  understanding  at  the  time,  a  few 
miles  north  of  the  Indian  boundary." 

The  honorable  John  D.  Cook,  then  a  member  of 
the  convention,  and  for  many  years  since  a  judge 
of  one  of  our  circuit  courts,  says:  "In  convention, 
the  subject  of  boundary  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
of  which  I  was  a  member,  and  all  the  means  ac- 
cessible to  that  committee  were  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  correct  information  on  that 
subject.  The  committee,  and  I  believe  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention,  had  free  access  to  the  office 
of  General  Rector,  then  surveyor  general  of  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,  which  afforded  extensive  infor- 
mation. They  likewise  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of^ conversing  with  several  gentlemen, 
then  in  St.  Louis,  who  h^d  personal  knowledge  of 
the  existence  and  locality  of^ several  of  the  objects 
called  for  in  the  proposed  boundaries,  and  especi- 
cially  of  the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines.  The 
information  thus  acquired  left  no  doubt  on  my  mind 
as  to  tbe  existence  of  such  rapids." 

General  William  Milburn,  then  a  clerk  in  the 
office,  but  aAerwards  surveyor  general  himself, 
says:  "I  have  to  say  that,  at  the  time  of  the  sitting 
of  the  convention,  1  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the 
United  States  surveyor's  office  for  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas.  That  General  W.  Rector, 
then  surveyor  general,  was  a  member  of  that  body, 
from  the  county  of  St.  Louis;  and  that  a  map  was 
constructed  in  the  surveyor's  office,  under  my  su- 
perintendence, by  direction  of  the  survey  or  general, 
and,  as  I  believe,  either  at  the  request  of  the  con- 
vention, or  of  the  members,  or  a  portion  thereof, 
in  their  individual  and  unofficial  capacity.  *  *  * 
My  recollection  is  distinct  relative  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Stale,  as  delineated  on  the  map. 
*  *  *  The  position  of  the  rapids  was  assumed 
from  the  general  understanding  at  the  time,  and 
from  the  particular  information  of  Colonel  Sulli- 
van, who  was  a  member  of  the  convention,  and 
was  also  the  surveyor  of  the  Indian  boundary  line 
in  1816." 

Afler  examining  this  evidence,  no  man  can  hesi- 
tate in  believing  that  the  convention  which  formed 
the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  did  believe 
there  were  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines. 

2.  The  convention  called  for  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines,  and  not  for  rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
fiver.    The  evidence  which  I  shall  produce  to  es-  H 
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tablish  this  point  seems  to  me  to  be  irresistible.  Le 
me  commence  with  the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  John 
Scott.  He  says:  "I  am  entirely  sure  that  the  rapi^ 
spoken  of  in  the  bill,  and  intended  by  the' commit- 
tee, [in  Congress,]  were  the  rapids  in  the  Des 
Mofnes  river  itself,  and  not  the  rapids  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  called,  from  their  proximity  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  the  *De8  Moineii 
rapids.'  I  am  also  satisfied  that  the  committee  who 
reported,  and  the  convention  who  formed  and 
adopted  the  State  constitution,  and  who  assembled oq 
the  12th  June,  and  signed  that  instrument  on  the 
19th  of  July,  1821,  had  reference,  in  forming  the 
northern  line,  to  the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river,  and  not  those  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
called  the  'Des  Moines  rapids.'  «  «  •  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  committee,  and  Congress,  and  the 
convention,  all  meant  and  intended  the  rapids  in 
the  river  Des  Moines  itself,  which  were  then 
known  to  exist,  and  were  spoken  of;  and  sot  the 
rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river,  called,  byway  of 
distinction  from  the  upper  rapids,  the  *Des  Moin^ 
rapids.'" 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Hon.  John  Scott 
was  our  Delegate  in  Congress  when  the  act  was 
passed,  and  afterwards  a  member  of  the  convention 
which  formed  the  State  constitution. 

The  Hon.  B.  H.  Reeves,  (then  a  member  of  the 
convention,  and  for  several  years  afler  a  member 
of  our  State  Senate,  but  at  the  time  of  giving  this 
evidence,  and  still,  a  citizen  of  Kentucl^)  says:  **I 
am  unable,  thus  hastily,  to  bring  my  mind  to  bear 
upon  any  particular  circumstance  connected  with 
the  location  of  the  northern  boundary,  except  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines. 
Those  rapids,  then  nnd  now,  I  considered  to  be  the 
rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines.  •  •  •  No  dif- 
ficulty ever  presented  itself  to  the  convention  on 
the  subject  of  those  rapids,  that  I  have  any  recol- 
lection of.  Indeed,  I  cannot  conceive,  at  that  day, 
that  any  existed.** 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Baber  says:  ''I  have  always  be* 
lieved  that  the  constitution  clearly  designated  these 
rapids  as  the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines,  and 
I  never  heard  this  point  questioned  until  within  a 
few  years." 

The  Hon.  Jonathan  Ramsay  says:  "So  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  no  other  rapids  than  those  in 
the  river  Des  Moines  were  ever  tnought  of;  certain 
no  other  was  ever  spoken  of  in  the  convention,  nor 
out  of  the  convention,  within  my  hearing.  I  well 
recollect  having  a  conversation  with  John  C.  Sul- 
livan on  the  subject  of  the  rapids  of  the  Des 
Moines." 

The  Hon.  James  Talbot,  another  member  of  the 
convention,  says:   "My  own  distinct  impressions 
were,  that  it  was  the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  , 
river  itself,  and  not  those  in  any  other  river  that 
might  be  of  the  same  name." 

The  Hon.  R.  P.  Clark,  another  member  of  the 
convention,  says:  "In  relation  to  the  rapids  of  the 
Des  Moines,  I  can  only  say  I  heard  of  no  other 
rapids  of  that  name  mentioned,  but  those  mentioned 
in  the  constitution." 

The  Hon.  James  Evans  says:  **l  distinctly  recol- 
lect conversing  on  that  snbject  with  General  W. 
Rector  and  Colonel  John  C.  Sullivan.  The  con- 
versation was  started  by  myself,  as  to  the  ex- 
pression 'through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines.' 
The  conclusion  was,  that  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines  meant  the  rapids  in  tne  river,  and  not 
those  in  the  Mississippi,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
Des  Moines.  For  the  convention  to  have  said  the 
Des  Moines  rapids,  would  have  lefl  the  Question 
vague  and  uncertain  as  to  the  rapids  meant;  because 
the  Des  Moines  rapids  would  as  well  have  meant 
the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  at  the  mouth,  as  those 
in  the  river  [Des  Moines:]  and  to  put  the  question 
beyond  the  possibility  oia  doubt,  the  expression 
used  in  the  constitution,  'rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines,'  was  intended  for  the  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines.  I  have  no  doubt,  from  my  recollec- 
tion at  this  late  period,  that  what  I  have  stated  was 
the  idea  and  intention  of  the  whole  convention.  I 
may  have  conversed  with  many  others,  besides 
those  two  gentlemen  named,  on  this  Question;  but  I 
am  certain  that  this  was  mine  and  their  views  at 
the  time." 

The  honorable  Edward  Bates,  who  was  then  « 
member  of  the  convention,  and  afterwards  a  mem-« 
her  of  Congress  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  says; 
"In  answer  to  the  first  point,  I  have  to  sa^,  that, 
while  a  member  of  the  convention,  (nor  smce^  I 
never  had  a  doubt  that  tht  rairids  pf  the  river  Dtt 
Mrints,  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  I9t0. 
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and  ia  oar  constitutiooj  meant  the  rapids  of  and  in 
t^Q  river  Des  Moines,  and  of  and  in  no  other  river 
wh^ver.  And  it  is  my  confident  belief,  that  every 
member  of  the  convention  entertained  the  same 
opinion,  A^  that  time  there  was  much  conjecture 
and  inquiry  about  the  precise  locality  of  the  rapids. 
The  coaQtry  in  that  quarter  was  then  a  wilderness, 
and  very  imperfectly  Known."  This  witness  says, 
"the  rapids  of  and  in  the  river  Des  Moines,  and  of 
and  in  no  other  river  whatever,"  were  called  for. 
No  evidence  could  be  more  positive  or  clear. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  of  A.  M.  Lea,  commissioner 
oo  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  ascertaining 
nnd  marking  the  boundary  between  Missouri  and 
Iowa,  General  William  Milbum  (who,  as  before 
said,  was  not  a  member  of  the  convention,  but  in 
the  office  of  the  surveyor  general)  says:  "In  reply 
to  your  letter  asking  me  to  give  you  the  views  en- 
teruined  and  expressed  by  the  mentbers  of  the  con- 
vention at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri,  and  of  myself,  as  to  what  rapids 
were  meant  by  Hhe  rapids  ol  the  river  Des  Moines,' 
*     *   I  have  to  inform  you  that,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  never,  at  the  time  above  named, 
heard  any  other  rapids  spoken  of,  with  reference 
to  our  boundary,  by  any  member  of  the  convention, 
than  the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines;  wbibh 
rapids  were  understood  to  he  ai  a  short  distance 
norlh  of  the  Indian  boundary  mn  by  Col.  Sullivan 
in  1816.    This  understanding  was  firmly  fixed  in 
my  mind  bv  the  following  circumstances:  General 
William  Ifecior,  a  member  of  the  convention,  was, 
at  the  time,  United  States  surveyor  general  tor  Illi- 
nois, Missouri,  and  Arkansas;  and,  by  his  direc- 
tion, a  map  of  the  State,  intended  particularly  to 
show  the  boundaries  thereof,  was  constructed  in  the 
surveyor's  office,  under  my  superintendence,  for  the 
use  or  the  convention.    On  this  map,  the  northern 
boundary  was  drawn,  in  accordance  with  the  gen- 
eral understanding  at  the  time,  a  fero  miles  north.of 
the  Indian  boundary.    I  was  with  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  every  day  while  they  were 
in  session,  and  often  atended  ibeir  deliberations; 
and  I  am  certain  I  did  not  hear  a  doubt  as  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  location  of  the  northern  boundary, 
as  delineated  on  the  map.    Had  there  been  any  dif- 
ferent understanding  expressed  at  the  time,  it  would 
roost  undoubtedly  nave  come  to  my  knowledge. 
This  recollection  of  my  understanding  of  the  views 
entertained  and  expressed  by  the  members  of  the 
convention  as  to  the  po^iiiioo  of  our  northern  bound- 
ary, is  fully  corroborated  by  the  continued  and  un- 
imerrupted  action  of  the  surveyor  general's  office, 
with  which  I  have  been  connected  ever  since  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution.    In  none  of  the  opera- 
tions of  said  office  has  the  line  run  by  Sullivan 
been  represented  as  the  State  boundary;  it  has  uni- 
formly and  invariably  been  treated  and  considered 
as  an  Indian  boundary;  which  would  not  have 
been  the  case,  had  the  convention  thought  differ- 
ently; for  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  a  matter  of 
this  importance  would  have  been  overlooked  or 
forgotten.    I  am,  therefore,  satisfied  and  convinced 
that  I  cannot  possibly  be  mistaken.    It  is  not  with 
me  a  vague  recollection  of  a  transaction  with  many 
intervening  and  dormant  years;  but  it  is  a  matter 
which  has  been  Constantly  before  me,  in  my  con- 
nexion with   the   surveyor  general's  office."     It 
would  seem  incredible  to  suppose,  after  such  testi- 
mony as  this,  and  from  such  a  man,  (and  no  one 
stands  higher  for  honor,  integrity,  and  veracity,) 
that  any  man  could  still  hesitate  to  believe  that  the 
northern  boundary  called  for  "the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines"  itself.    But  this  ie  not  all. 

The  honorable  John  D.  Cook  says:  "In  conven- 
tion, the  subiect  of  boundary  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  of  which  I  was  a  member;  and  all  the 
means  accessible  to  that  committee  were  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  correct  information 
on  the  subject.  ♦  ♦  The  information  thus  ac- 
quired, leA  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  the  existence 
of  snch  rapids;  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  any 
other  rapids  having  been  spoken  of  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  commiuee  or  of  the  convention.  •  ♦ 
It  was  certainly  my  understanding  at  the  time, 
and  I  believe  it  was  that  of  the  members  of  the 
convention,  that  the  rapids  called  for  in  the  north- 
ern  boundary  were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river." 

^  U 13  clear  beyond  doubt,  then,  that  the  conven- 
tion did  call  for  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines. 
With  le«*timony  like  this,  in  a  court  of  justice,  a 
jtiry  Would  not  hesitate  an  instant  to  decide  who 
waseniiiled  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  and  that 
dwision  would  be  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  Missou-   i 


ri.    All  we  ask  is  .•^uch  a  decision  as  a  court  of 
justice  would  give  in  the  case. 

Here  the  Cuair  announced  the  fact  that  the  gen- 
tleman's hour  was  out. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  that  be  was  not  half  through 
his  case.  He  had  not  even  offered  all  his  evi- 
dence. He  should  appeal  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
House  for  permission  to  go  on.  The  case  was  a 
peculiar  one.  The  House  would  certainly  not  un- 
dertake to  decide,  without  hearing  the  whole  of  it — 
at  least  the  whole  of  the  evidence. 

The  Chair.  The  gentlenoan  from  Missouri 
cannot  proceed  without  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Edwards.  Nobody  objects;  then  I  can  go  on. 
I  will  now  show  that  there  are  rapids  in  the  Des 
Moines  river  itself. 

[Here  a  member  rose  and  objected  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards proceeding.  We  had  rules,  and  must  ad- 
here to  them.] 

The  Crair.  If  objection  be  made,  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  can  proceed  no  further. 

Mr.  Edwards  as&ed  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill  1 

The  Chair  answered  it  would. 

Mr.  Edwards  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  in- 
sert '*That  the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes 
through  the  rapias  of  the  Des  Moines,  at  the  Qreat 
Bend  in  the  said  river,  shall  be  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  State  of  Missouri,  fVom  the  point  where 
it  intersects  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
MisKuri  river  to  the  point  where  it  intersects  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  and  the  said  northern  boundary  line  shall 
run  from  thence,  with  the  main  channel  of  the 
said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the  Mississippi  river,  as 
provided  in  the  constitution  of  Missouri." 

Mr.  Edwards.  1  claim  the  floor  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  will  now  proceed  with  my  case. 

The  Chair.  The  Dill  and  amendment  are, '  in 
substance,  the  same;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  cannot  proceed. 

Mr.  ElDWARDSsaid  they  were  not  the  fam^;  that 
they  were  totally  different.  The  bill  proposed  to 
make  the  Indian  boundary^  run  by  John  C.  Sulli- 
van in  1816,  the  State  boundary;  the  amendment 
proposed  to  make  the  parallel  of  latitude  which 
runs  through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines, 
at  the  Great  Bend,  the  boundary.  They  were  to- 
tally different. 

The  Chair  looked  upon  them  as  the  same  thing, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  could  not  pro> 
ceed. 

Mr.  Edwards.  I  think  the  Chair  is  wrong;  and 
that  belief,  and  the  importance  of  presenting  my 
case  entire,  force  me  to  appeal  from  the  decision. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  committee  sus- 
tained the  Chair,  and  mr.  Edwards  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Dodge  replied  to  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  McKay  had  an  amendment  which  he  wished 
to  submit,  and  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Delegate  from  Iowa.  His  vote  would 
depend  on  whether  the  House  would  adopt  it.  He 
would  observe  that,  so  far  as  Iowa  was  concerned 
in  this  controversy,  it  was  in  the  power  *of  the 
House  to  fijt  the  boundary  line;  but,  with  regard  to 
Missouri,  the  cftse  was  otherwise— it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  Congress  to  deprive  her  of  any  of 
her  territorial  rights.  The  boundaries  of  Missouri 
were  fixed  by  law  when  she  was  a  Territory;  and 
what  these  boundaries  were,  was  a  judicial  ques- 
tion for  the  United  States  courts  to  decide.  The 
proviso  he  wished  to  ofiCer  was,  that  this  boundary 
line  should  not  be  deemed  conclusive  till  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri  declared  the  assent  of  the  State 
to  it. 

Mr.  Edwards  explained.  The  boundaries  of 
Missouri  are  fixed  by  her  constitution.  They  can- 
not be  changed  by  a  simple  act  of  the  Legislature. 
It  must  be  by  a  change  of  the  constitution.  To 
make  this  change  will  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  at  two  succes* 
sive  sessions,  and  then  the  assent  of  Congress. 

After  some  fuither  remarks  from  Mr.  MgKat, 
Mr.  Q.  Davis  addressed  the  committee  at  length  in 
support  of  the  claims  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  EnwARDa  again  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  Chairman:  When  my  hour  expired,  I  had 
ju&t  finished  showing  that  the  convention  did  call 
for  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  the  next  point. 

3.  There  are  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines. 


This  is  the  next  point  to  be  established:  and  (his  I 
shall  establish  without  reference  to  the  tesumony  of 
any  one  member  of  the  convention.  My  first  wit- 
ness is  Doctor  James  Davfs,  commfssibner  tm  the 
part  of  Iowa  herself  to  aseertain  ihetx^undary  in 
dis{>ute.  To  his  testimony  Iowa  will  hardly  ob- 
ject, even  if  the  United  Stares  should.  He -says: 
"I  admit  there  are  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  riv«r." 
Here  is  the  very  thing  itself— dressed  in  the  ]>roper 
languase — neither  a  word  too  much,  nor  a  word 
too  litUe.  This  evidence  is  conclusive  agidnat 
Iowa;  but,  as  she  has  only  a  remote  interest  in  the 
territory  in  dispute,  the  House  may  not  coofrifer  ft 
conclusive  against  the  United  Stales,  one  of  thif 
real  parties  in  this  case.  I  will  therefore  fnl!odace 
the  evidence  of  other  witnesses.  Dottor  James 
Davis  speaks  of  Several  rapids,  and  notices  them 
by  name;  but  I  have  not  time  to  refer  to  ever^hfng 
at  once.  The  point  is,  "there  are  rapids  in  tlue 
Des  Moines  river,"  and  the  commissioner  for  Iowe 
admits  the  truth  of  it. 

in  1838,  A.  M.  Lea  was  appoinied  by  the  United 
States  to  run  the  boundary  in  dispute.  His  evi- 
dence will  not  be  questioned  even  by  the  United 
States.  He  is  your  own  witness.  Lieutenant  Lea 
says:  ''In  ascending  the  Des  Moines  n  ver  from  its 
mouth,  several  shallow  places,  with  swift  currents, 
are  found  below  the  'Great  Bend;'  but  there  is  no 
obstruction  of  magnitude  sufficient  to  deserve  the 
appellation  of  'rapids'  below  those  at  the  place  just 
named,"  the  Great  Bend.  There  is  at  the  Qreat 
Bend,  "at  low  ttrater,  «  fall  of  one  or  two  feet  in 
a  distance  of  about  eighty  yards;  and,  in  a  part  of 
the  width  of  the  stream,  the  water  falls  perpendicu- 
larly about  ten  or  twelve  inches."  Here  are  two 
important  facts  stated  by  your  own  witness:  1st. 
There  is  nothing  which  deserves  "the  appellation  of 
'rapids'  below  those  at  the  Great  Bend."  Sd.  There 
are  "obstructions  of  magnitude  sufiScientto  de^c^ve 
the  appellation  of  'rapids'  at  the  Great  Bend."  Lieu- 
tenant Lea  .says,  also,  "there  are  other  rapids  above 
the  Great  Bend."  This  we  admit.  [See  House 
Doc.  128, 3d  sess.  25ih  Congress.]  Lientenant  Lea 
says:  "the  water  falls  perpendicularly  about  ten  or 
twelve  inches."  Then  the  fall  is  hardly  less  than 
"two  feet  in  a  distance  of  about  eighty  yards,"  the 
length  of  the  rapids.  There  was  no  dam  here  when 
Lieutenant  Lea  examined  the  rapids,  and  he  saw 
them  in  their  full  extent. 

Captain  Goion  surveyed  the  Des  Moines  in  181! , 
under  instructions  from  the  Topographical  Bureau. 
He  is  another  of  your  own  omcers  abd  own  wit- 
i^p^es,  and  from  whose  report  your  commitcee  has 
drawn  bountifully.  He  surveyed  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  obstructions  tonariga- 
tion,  and  i\ot  with  reference  to  any  particular  rapids. 
He  says  the  obstructions  In  the  Des  Moines  "con- 
sist of  slight  rapids,  termed  by  the  boatmen  *ripp)es.' " 
He  marked  twelve  rapids.  He  says:  "I  was  met 
by  a  considerable  flood  of  water  in  ascending;"  and 
be  does  not  give  the  fall  in  anv  of  the  rapids,  and 
probably  for  this  reason.  But  he  states  the  import- 
ant fhct,  that  there  are  rapids  in  the  river  Des 
Moines  itself. 

Lieutenant  J.  C.  Fremont,  another  of  yonr  own 
officers  and  witnesses,  and  one  from  whom  your 
committee  has  drawn  information  also^made  a  sur- 
vey of  the  Des  Moines  in  1841.  He  says:  "The 
bed  of  (he  river  is  sand  and  gravel,  and  sometimes 
rock,  of  which  (he  rapids  generally  consist.  « 

*  *    The  most  con.«:iderable  rapid  above 

the  Great  Bend  is  at  the  head  of  the  island  above 
Keokuc's  village."  He  speaks,  also,  of  other  rap- 
ids. It  is  useless  to  refer  to  the  evidence  of  officers 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri  to 
ascertain  the  true  location  of  the  Northern  bounda- 
,ry.  This  evidence  is  sufficient  to  establish  the 
point,  that  there  are  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  it- 
self, without  more,  unless  those  who  are  to  decide 
the  case  are  determined  on  not  believing  any- 
thing. 

In  the  first  report  of  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, made  in  1H40,  "the  committee  admits  that  the 
name  of  the  rapids,  called  for  in  the  boundary  of  that 
State,  would  indicate  their  situation  to  be  in  the 
river  Des  Moines;"  and  they  admit  that  "the  two 
first  rapids  in  that  river  have  each  but  a  fall  of  about 
two  feet  in  about  eighty  yards."— [House  Document 
No.  S,  1st  session  26th  Congress.]  This  is  an  ad- 
mission on  the  part  of  your  committee,  that  there 
are  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines  itself;  and  yet, 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  in  the  next  report,  made 
in  1842,  your  committee  says,  in  so  many  words, 
"there  are  no  rapids  in  the  £)es  Moines." — House 
Doc.  No.  791 1  page  6, 2d  session  {TTth  Congress, 
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In  the  main,  the  eommittee  may  have  been  differ- 
eslly  organized;  yei  both  reports  are  drawn  up  by 
the  sarae  member,  and  wiihoat  any  additional  testi- 
mony on  this  point,  except  that  of  Captain  Ouion 
and  Lieatenanl  Piemont,  both  of  whom  say  ft  ere 
are  rapids  in  the  De-;  Moines.  1  allude  to  this  be- 
cause u  indicates  a  di^posilion  to  waive  th^acts, 
instead  of  meeting  them  openly,  and  decidi^  the 
case  according  to  the  law  and  the  facts.  You  have 
the  power  to  save  us  the  necesssily  of  resorting  to 
the  coarts.  If  we  are  right,  you  ought  lo  do  so. 
There  is  no  wisdom  in  perplexing  as,  when  you 
have  nothing  to  gain  by  it.  We  wish  to  avoid  any 
ill-fteliog  between  ourselves  and  our  near  neigh- 
bor, the  Territory  of  Iowa.  You  should  aid  us  in 
doing  so. 

I  have  now  shown  that  the  convention  believed 
there  were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;  that  they  called 
for  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;  and  that  there  are 
riipids  in  the  Des  Moines.  The  next  inquiry  would 
natujrally  be,  what  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines 
did  the  convention  call  fori  But  as  the  committee 
have  discredited  iheir  own  officers  and  their  own 
witnesses,  and  have  decided  that  "there  are  no  rap- 
ids ih  the  river  Des  Moines,"  and  that  "they  are  rip- 
plea  merely,"  acd  as  the  Houjjc  may  be  disposed  to 
adopt  the  opinions  of  the  committee  now  advanced 
against  their  former  admissions,  I  shall  next  at- 
tempt to  show  the  magnitude  of  these  rapids,  and 
thai  one  of  them,  at  least,  is  entitled  to  that  appel-. 
lation. 

4.  Then  let  us  inquire  what  are  rapids;  and  let 
us  look  at  the  size  and  magnitude  of  these  rapids  in 
the  river  Des  Moines.  Rapids  are  that  part  of  a 
river  where  the  current  runs  with  more  celerity 
than  the  common  current;  and  they  imply  a  consid- 
erable descent  of  the  earth,  but  not  sufficient  to  cause 
a  fall  of  the  water,  or  what  is  called  a  cascade,  or 
cataract.  This  is- Webster's  definition;  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  good  one.  Rapids,  then,  are  some- 
thing less  than  a  cataract,  a  cascade,  or  a  fall;  and 
something  greater  than  a  shallow,  a  shoal,  or  a  rip- 
ple. Lieutenant  Lea  says,  in  speaking  of  the  Great 
bend,  "there  is,  at  low  water,  a  fall  of  one  or  two 
feet  in  a  distance  of  about  eighty  yards:  and  in  part 
of  the  width  of  the  stream,  the  water  falls  perpen- 
dicularly aboDt  ten  or  twelve  inches."  At  this  point 
the  river  is  about  six  hundred  feet  wide.  This  per- 
pendicular fall  of  twelve  inches,  as  I  am  informed, 
runs  from  three  to  four  hundred  leei  across  the 
river.  This  perpendicular  fall  is  at  the  foot  of  the 
rapids.  The  rapids  arc  about  eighty  yards  long; 
and  the  other  twelve  inches  of  the  fall  in  the  water 
are  in  the  eighty  yards  above  iheperpendicular  fall. 
In  the  report  mane  in  1840,  the  Cfommittee  on  Ter- 
ritories said:  "The  first  two  rapids  \n  that  river 
have  each  but  a  fall  of  two  feet  in  about  eighty 
yards."  This  admission  was  made  by  taking  the 
evidence  as  they  found  it.  Captain  Guion  says  he 
was  met  by  a  flood  when  he  surveyed  the  river;  and 
he  does  not  give  the  fall  of  any  of  the  rapids. 

Lieutenant  Fremont  speaks  of  the  falls  at  the 
Great  Bend  as  well  as  others.  He  says:  "The  rap- 
id of  the  Great  Bend  ♦  ♦  ♦  has  a  fall  of  twelve 
inches;  and,  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  had  formerly 
a  depth  of  eighteen  Inches  at  low  water.  Adam 
has  been  built  at  this  place."  The  fall  of  "twelve 
inches"  here  spoken  of  is  the  perpendicular  fall. 
"A  dam  has  been  built  at  this  pla<e."  This  dam 
is  near  this  fall,  and  backs  the  water  over  the  fall 
in  the  eighiv  yards  a\x)ve,  and  thus  prevented 
Lieutenant  f^r^mont  from  seeing  any  but  the  per- 
pendicular fall. 

Lieutenant  Lea  saw  the  rapids  before  the  dam 
was  built.  At  low- water  mark  there  is  an  abrupt 
fall  in  part  of  the  width  of  the  stream  of  "about  ten 
or  twelve  inches."  This  seems  to  be  suflicient  to 
constitate  a  "rapids;"  iil)order,s  closely  on  a  "falls." 
A  declension  of  two  feet  in  eighty  yards,  with  a  per- 
pendicular fall  at  the  foot  of  them  of  "ten  or  twelve 
inches,"  through  I  he  whole  width  of  the  stream, 
would  evidently  have  entitled  the  place  to  the  ap- 
pellation of  "falls;"  but,  as  the  perpendicular  fall 
was  only  "i^  part  of  the  width  or  the  stream,"  and 
that,  of  course,  irregular  and  broken,  it  is  probable 
that  few  points  could  have  deserved  better  the  ap- 
pellation of  a  "rapids,"  as  distinguishing  it  from  a 
'•fall,"  or  "cascade,"  or  "cataract,"  either  of  which 
might  have  been  higher  on  the  one  hand;  or  from  a 
"shallow,"  which  might  have  either  a  rock  or  grav- 
el bottom,  with  little  current;  or  from  a  "ripple," 
with 'scarcely  any  fall,  and  not  much  current;  or 
from  a  "shoal,"  which  always  has  a  "gravel  bot- 
tom." 

Bnt^  as  to  the  amount  of  declension  here,  it  is  suf. 


ficiently  great,  whether  it  be  one  or  two  feet  in 
eighty  yards. 

The  fall  of  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  is  but  iwemy-four  feet  in  fourteen 
miles.  This  is  a  fall  of  less  than  one  inch — bare- 
ly over  three  Quarters— in  every  eighty  yards.  The 
fall  at  the  rapids  of  the  Great  Bend  in  the  Des  Moines 
is  from  twelve  to  iwen  y-four  inches  in  eighty 
yards.  If  a  fall  of  less  than  one  inch  in  eighty 
yards  will  make  a  "rapids"  in  one  river,  a  fall  of 
twelve  inches  in  eighty  yards,  in  another  river, 
would  constitute  a  pretty  fair  claim  to  the  appella- 
tion of  "rapids"  also;  and  a  declension  of  two  feel 
in  eighty  yards  would  give  the  claim  beyond  all 
dispute.  A  declension  of  twelve  inches  in  eighty 
yards  would  give,  in  fourteen  miles,  a  fall  of  three 
hundred  feet  and  upwards;  and  a  fall  of  two  feet  in 
eighty  yards  would  ffive,  in  fourteen  miles,  a  fall  of 
six  hundred  feet  and  upward.^;  while  the  rapids  in 
the  Mississippi  fall,  in  fourteen  miles,  but  twenty- 
four  feet.  Your  committee  admit  that  there  are 
other  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  still  larger  than 
these,  but  higher  up.  (See  report  1842,  page  4.) 
They  admit  and  deny  everything;  they  admit  there 
are  rapids,  and  they  deny  that  there  are  rapids. 
But  these  rapids  are  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  de- 
serve the  appellation  of  rapidsF;  and  this  is  what  I 
wanted  to  prove  here. 

Bat  suppase,  as  the  committee  assert,  'hat 
"ihere  are  no  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river:" 
what  shall  be  dooel  It  is  clear  that  the  conven- 
tion thought  there  were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river.  It  is  equally  clear  that  the  convention  called 
for  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  As  this  is  so, 
you  cannot  drive  us  out  of  the  Des  Moines  river, 
and  into  the  Mississippi  river.  Our  bearino:  point 
must  still  remain  where  it  was  fixed  originally — in 
the  Des  Moines  river  itself.  If  there  be  no  rapids 
there  of  great  magnitude,  we  must  then  take  that 
fall  or  declension  of  the  water  in  said  river,  which 
bears  the  nearest  approach  to  a  rapids.  This  is 
what  must  be  done.    Nothing  else  can  be  done. 

5.  The  convention  did  not  call  for  rapids  in  the 
Mississippi  river.  The  members  of  the  convention 
are  clear  on  this  point.  I  will  make  the  extracts 
from  the  evidence  as  short  as  possible.  Ramsey 
says:  "I  will  only  add,  that  neither  in  nor  out  of  the 
convention,  during  its  session,  did  I  ever  hear  the 
rapids  in  the  Mississippi  mentioned  as  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  northern  boundary  of  this 
State."  Bates  says:  "I  am  satisfied  that,  for  ten 
years  after  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  I 
never  heard  it  suggested  that  the  rapids  of  the 
Mississippi  river  had  any  relation  whatever  to  the 
designation  of  our  northern  boundary.  I  believe 
it  was  an  afterthoi?ght."  Cook  says:  "I  have  no 
recollection  of  any  other  rapids  having  been  spoken 
of  by  any  member  of  the  committee  or  of  the  con- 
vention; and,  indeed,  I  had  no  knowledge  or  ihfor- ' 
mation  of  the  existence  of  the  rapids  in  the  Missis- 
sippi, called  the  Des  Moines  rapids,  until  after  the 
dispute  respecting  the  northern  boundary  of  this 
Slate  had  arisen."  Scott  says:  "I  am  satisfied  that 
the  committee,  and  Congress,  and  the  convention, 
all  meant  and  intended  the  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines  itself,  which  were  then  known  to  ex- 
ist, and  were  spoken  of,  and  not  the  rapids  In  the 
Mississippi  river.  Clearer,  more  positive,  more 
unequivocal,  more  pertinent  testimony,  never  was 
given  in  any  case,  to  establish  any  point.  The 
convention,  then,  did  not  call  for  rapids  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

But,  aside  from  the  evidence,  the  language  used 
in  the  constitution  is  itself  clear,  and  distinct,  and 
unequivocal,  so  far  as  any  ambiguity,  in  reference 
to  the  river  in  which  the  rapids  are  to  be  found, 
exists.  I  admit  that,  since  it  nas  been  ascertained 
that  there  are  more  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines 
than  one,  there  is  an  ambiguity  as  to  the  rapids  in 
that  river  which  the  convention  called  for.  But 
that  there  is  any  doubt,  from  the  character  of  the 
language  used,  whether  they  called  for  rapids  in 
the  river  Des  Moines  or  In  the  Mississippi  river,  I 
utterly  deny.  The  phrase  which  is  attempted  to 
be  made  ambiguous  is,  "the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines;"  but  there  is  no  ambiguity  in  it  in  ref- 
erence to  the  river  called  for.  This  pnrase  means 
"the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines."  The  "falls 
^  the  Ohio."  There  is  no  ambiguity  here.  This 
means  "the  falls  in  the  Ohio."  "The  falls  ofxhe 
Niagara."'  There  is  no  ambiguity  here,  This 
means  "the  falls  in  the  Niagara."  "The  falls  of  the 
St.  Anthony."  There  is  no  ambiguity  here.  This 
means  "the  falls  in  the  St.  Anthony."  "The 
rapids   of  the   Mississippi."     There  is  no  am- 


biguity here.  This  means  "the  rapids  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi. "The  rapids  tf/ the  river' Des  Moines." 
Why  fasten  an  ambiguity  herel  ^^his  means  *Hhe 
rapids  in  the  Des  Moines;"  and  man  had  to  tax  his 
keenest  ingenuity,  in  perverting  language  from  its 
proper  use,  before  he  could  torture  this  expression, 
to  make  ii  mean  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river. 
If  the  convention  had  called  for  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids,"  then  an  ambiguity,  as  to  the  river  in  which 
the.«e  rapids  were  to  be  found,  might  have  existed. 
"Des  Moines  rapids"  would  naturally  mean  "rapids 
of  the  river  Des  Moines;"  and  we  know  that  "i>es 
Moines  rapids,"  by  custom,  now  means,  and  has  for 
a  long  time  meant,  certain  rapids  in  the  Mi>«ia- 
sippi  river.  An  ambiguity  mignt  then  have  exist- 
ed, if  the  phrase  "Des  Moiues  rapids"  had  been 
used;  but  tnat  the  phrase  "the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines"  should  be  con.sidered  ambiguous,  as 
to  the  river  in  which  the  rapids  were  to  be  found* 
is,  indeed,  strange  enough. 

6.  The  convention  did  call  for  the  rapids  at  the 
Great  Beod  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  The  evi- 
dence in  support  of 'this  point  is  less  clear  and  less 
abundant  than  in  support  of  some  of  the  other 
points.  There  are  several  rapids  above  those  at 
the  Qreat  Bend,  and  some  of  them  !are  said  to  be 
even  larger  than  those  at  the  Great  Bend.  General 
Milburn  says:  "My  recollection  is  distinct  rela- 
tive to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  as  de- 
lineated on  ihe  map.  It  was  represented  at  some 
short  distance  north  of  the  Indian  boundary  ran 
by  John  C.  Sullivan  in  1816,  and  as  striking  the 
rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines."  Sullivan  had 
run  the  Indian  boundary  lioefour  years  before  the 
State  constitution  was  formed,  and  had  vinited  the 
rapids  at  the  Great  Beod,  and  had  examined  them, 
and  was  able  to  give  correct  iu formation  in  reganl 
to  them.  Our  committee  are  inconsistent  and  con- 
tradictory in  their  report.  In  one  place  they  say, 
"there  are  no  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines."  In 
another  page  they  tell  us  that  the  rapidsatthe  Great 
Bend  "are  not  the  first,  by  three,  in  ascending  the 
river."  Not  the  first  by  three  I  This  is  not  only 
giving  us  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines;  but  it  Is 
giving  us  one  more  than  anybody  else  has  ever 
pretended  to  find,  and  three  more  than  anybody, 
whose  business  it  was  really  to  look  for  rapids,  has 
ever  found  below  the  Great  Bend.  Captain  Guion 
surveyed  the  river  to  find  the  obstrnciions  to  navi- 
gation. He  mixes  them  all  together,  and  '  says 
there  are  six  rapids  or  "ripples"  "in  the  first  hun- 
dred miles  in  ascending  from  the  mouth:"  "one  at 
Keosauque,"  [the  Great  Bend;]  anothec  "about  ten 
miles  lower  down;"  "three  in  forty  miles  above 
the  mill-dam  at  Keosauque,"  [the  Great  Bend;] 
and  *'one  in  forty  miles,  [of  the  mouth,]  having  a 
gravel  bottom."  This  makes  three  above  (he  Great 
Bend;  one  at  the  Great  Bend,  is  the  fourth;  one 
ten  miles  below,  is  the  fifth;  and  one  in  forty  miles 
of  the  mouth,  is  the  sixth:  making  the  six  in  (he 
first  one  hundred  miles;  and,  if  I  am  capable  of 
counting,  only  two  below  the  Great  Bend,  and  the 
lowest  of  these  has  a  gravel  bottom.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered that  this  officer  and  witness  says  they 
are  "slight  rapids,  termed  by  the  boatmen  ripples;" 
and  that  he  says.  ^*I  was  met  in  my  ascent  by  a 
considerable  flood;"  and  then  the  appearance  of  the 
rapids  lo  him  wjll  be  easily  accounted  for.  In 
high  water  they  looked  like  ripples  merely,  and 
they  all  looked  alike.  Lieutenant  Fremont  says, 
"Another  dam  has  been  built  at  a  rapid  twelve 
miles  lower  down,  [than  the  Great  Bend,]  where 
the  river  was  six  hundred  and  fifty  feet^ide.  The 
fall  ♦  *  •  ♦  was  represented  to  me  as  slight." 
This  is  the  rapid  which  Captain  Guion  fixes  ten 
miles  below  tne  Great  Bend.  "Four  and  a  half 
miles  lower  down,  another  dam  is  in  the  course  of 
construction,  but  the  rapid  here  is  inconsiderable." 
This  is  the  last  noticed  by  Lieutenant  Fremont,  and 
is  the  san^e  noticed  by  Captain  Guion,  within 
forty  miles  of  the  mouth.  They  diffier  slightly  in 
distances;  but  Lieutenant  Fremont  seems  to  have 
been  more  particular  than  Captain  Guion. 

The  lowest  he  fixes  four  miles  and  a  half  below 
(he  next  above,  and  the  next  only  twelve  miles 
below  the  Great  Bend.  Guion  says  ten.  TKis 
first  one  has  a  "gravel  bottom,"  and  an  "inconsider- 
able" current.  The  committee  say,  '"there  are 
no  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines.^*  Of  course, 
then,  they  would  not  count  this  "gmel  bottom," 
with  •*  in  considerable"  current,  as  oni;  The  next 
is  six  hundred  and  fifty  feet  widcr-a  Utile  above 
the  usual  width  of  the  river— the  current  "slight,'* 
and  of  course  owing  to  the  great  width  and  want 
ol  fall.    And  this  tne  committee  would  not  c,on-» 
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sider  a  rapids  either.  The  first  rapids,  then  i  a 
the  Great  Bend. 

Bat  Lieutenant  Lea  examined  the  river  especi- 
ally in  reference  lo  the  boandary  question  and  the 
existence  of  rapids.  He  is  your  own  officer  and 
yonr  own  witness,  and  you  must  not  discredit 
him.  He  says:  ^'Several  shallow  places,  with 
swift  currents,  are  found  below  the  Great  Bend*, 
but  there  is  no  obstruction  of  magnitude  sufficient 
to  deserve  •  •  ♦  the  appellation  of  'rapids,' 
below  those  at  the  place  thus  named,  where  there 
is,  at  low  water,  a  fall  of  one  or  two  feel  in  about 
eighty  yards."  This  settles  the  question  that  the 
'  first  rapids  are  at  the  Great  Bend.  Commission- 
ers, appointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  examine  the  river,  report  the  rapids  at  the 
Greai  Bend  as  "the  firbt  rapids  in  the  river  Des 
Moines  above  the  mouth."  Lieutenant  Lea  fur- 
ther says,  the  line  "passing  through  the  Des 
Moines' river  at  the  Great  Bend  is  understood  to 
be  the  line  claimed  by  the  State  of  Missouri;  and 
if  aAy  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  the  governing  point,  I  believe  that 
these  should  be  taxen,  as  being  the  best  known  on 
account  of  their  proximity  to  the  mouth  and  to  the 
old  boundary.  •  *  ♦  Should  Congress  be  of 
opinion  that  the  fourth  line,  or  the  line  passing 
through  the  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river,  is  the 
'irue  boundary,  I  would  respectfully  racommend 
the  definitive  adoption  of  the  line  already  run 
through  that  point  by  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
Missouri.  It  was  carefully  surveyed  and  marked 
by  Joseph  C.  Brown,  of  St.  Louis,  a  gentleman  in 
every  way  qualified  to  perform  the  duty."  There 
are,  then,  no  rapids  below  those  at  the  Great  Bend, 
according  to  the  report  of  your  own  commissioner. 
In  claiming  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend,  then, 
we  claim  the  least  we  are  entitled  to>*we  claim 
the  lowest  rapids  in  the  river.*  If  you  insist  on 
forcing  us  higher  up,  we  cannot  help  that.  That 
will  be  your  fault,  and  not  ours.  We  show  our 
moderation  by  demanding  as  little  as  we  can— the 
lowest  rapids. 

The  next  areument  to  prove  that  the  rapids  in 
the  Great  Bend  are  the  rapids  called  for  in  fixing 
our  northern  boundary,  has,  singularly  enough, 
been  perverted  by  the  committee  into  an  argument 
to  prove  that  we  had  never  called  for  rapids  in  the 
river  Des  Moines.  In  the  report  made  in  1840, 
your  committee  says,  "the  next  task  is  to  identify 
the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines,"  referred  to  in 
the  bonndaty  of  Missouri.  The  mind  is  struck  by 
the  fact  that  these  rapids  are  not  placed  in  the 
northern  boundary  line,  but  are  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  fixiug  a  parallel  of  latitude,  upon  which 
the  western  line  should  terminate;  and  when  this 
parallel  is  thus  located,  the  northern  line  is  re- 
quired to  pursue  it  east,  "to  the  middle  of  the  chan- 
nel of  the  main  fork  of  the  river  Des  Moines.  * 
*  *  ♦It  cannot  be  readily  con- 

ceived that  a  rapids  of  such  note  and  importance  as 
to  define  a  parallel  of  latitude,  upon  which  one 
line  of  a  great  State  was  made  to  terminate,  and 
along  which  another  line  was  made  to  run  and  cor- 
ner upon  them,  should  yet  not  be  called  for  in  the 
description  of  the  line.  An  object  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  give  the  desired  permanent  notoriety  to  the 
boundarv  lines  of  a  member  of  this  confederacy, 
would  doubtless  have  been  introduced  in  setting 
them  forth  in  the  charter  of  its  existence."  [House 
Doc.  No.  2, 1st  sess.  26ih  Congress,  pages  4  and  5.1 
Now,  nothinjg;  is  more  easily  explained  than  all 
this;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  nolhmg  is  more  natu- 
ral than  the  manner  of  describing  the  northern 
boundarv  adopted  bv  the  convention;  and  that  man- 
ner of  describing  shows,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  new, 
and  unexplored,  and  uninhabited  as  the  country 
was,  yet  the  convention  had  information  enough 
about  it  to  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  also 
that  they  did  call  lor  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend,  and 
not  for  rapids  higher  up  the  Des  Moines  river.  It 
shows,  also,  how  the  truth  will  unfold  itself,  and 
how  plain  it  may  be  made.  Here  I  must  ask  a 
reference  to  the  chart  of  the  Des  Moines  river, 
and  of  the  northern  boundary,  as  made  out  by 
Lieutenant  Lea,  and  attached  to  his  report.  It  will 
be  seen  by  this  chart,  that  there  is  a  great  bend  in 
ihe  Des  Moines  river  at  this  point,  and  that  the 
rapids  are  ^  the  east  side  of  this  great  bend,  and 
that  the  river  runs  some  miles  south  of  the  rapids, 
and  before  it  reaches  the  rapids.  The  rapids  are 
not  called  for  in  the  description  of  the  northern 
bo«ndarv.  The  northern  boundary  runs  east, 
^along  the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes  through 


the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines."  These  rapids 
are  on  the  east  side  of  the  bend.  The  north  bound- 
ary, in  following  the  parallel  of  latitude  from  west 
to  east,  encounters  "tne  middle  of  the  channel  of 
the  main  fork  of  the  Des  Moines"  several  miles 
before  it  reaches  the  "rapids"  themselves.  To  have 
pursued  the  parallel  or  latitude  until  it  passed 
through  the  "rapids,"  would  have  taken  the  line 
across  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  would  have  in- 
cluded, in  the  Slate  of  Missouri,  several  hundred, 
and  perhaps  several  thousand  acres  of  land,  lying 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Des  Moines  river.  This 
the  convention  wanted  to  avoid;  they  wanted  the 
Des  Moines  river  to  be  the  boundary  line.  To 
make  it  so,  when  the  north  boundary  reached  the 
main  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  that  river,  they 
changed  the  direction  of  the  boundary,  and  ran 
down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  main 
fork  of  that  river  to  the  mouth.  If  the  line  had  fol- 
lowed a  parallel  of  latitude  running  ihroufih  any 
other  rapids  in  this  river,  the  rapids  should  have 
been  called  for  in  closing  the  boundary;  because  a 
parallel  of  latitude  passing  through  any  other  rapids 
in  this  river,  woula  have  struck  the  river,  for  the 
first  time,  at  the  rapids  themselves.  It  is  not  so  at 
the  Great  Bend;  and  these  are  the  only  rapids  in 
the  Des  Moines  river  where  it  is  not  so.  Tnis  pe- 
culiar manner  of  describing  the  ponhem  boundary 
clearly  fixes  the  rapids  in  the  Great  Bend  ab  the 
rapidh  called  for  in  describing  that  boundary,  and 
annihilates  the  argument  of  the  committee  that  these 
rapids  had  not  been  called  for,  and  that  they  were, 
therefore,  in  the  Mississippi  river. 

It  may  not  be  in  order  to  say  that  this  error  in  the 
report  of  1840  was  pointed  out  to  the  present  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories,  and  the  mauer  explained 
to  them.  At  all  events,  they  abandon  the  argu- 
ment in  the  first  report,  but  still  maintain  the  same 
position,  but  by  a  different  argument,  in  the  report 
of  this  session.  Your  committee  now  says  that, 
"as  the  line  on  the  northern  border  of  Missouri, 
upon  the  hypothesis  assumed  by  her,  would  inter- 
sect the  rapius  named  in  her  boundary,  the  almost 
irresistible  presumption  is,  that  those  rapids  would 
have  been  referred  to  in  the  description  of  this  line. 
It  would  be  strange  indeed,  if,  beforehand,  Con- 
gress should  recognise  these  rapids  as  of  such  prom- 
inent consequence  as  to  define  upon  them  a  parallel 
of  latitude  which  should  arrest  the  course  of  the 
western  line,  and  should  then  conduct  the  northern 
line  along  this  parallel  to  the  Des  Moines  river, 
and  then  along  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
thereof,  passing  through  these  same  rapids,  and  yet 
should  wholly  omit  to  mention  them  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  this  line.  Nor  is  this  position  weakened  by 
the  fact  that  the  northern  line  would  strike  the  river 
in  the  bend  above  the  rapid.*?.  ♦  ♦  ♦  *  It  would 
be  difficult,  indeed,  to  believe  that,  impressed,  as 
Congress  must  have  been,  with  the  important  char- 
acter of  these  rapids,  it  yet  should  establish  this 
line  so  as  to  cut  them  in  the  centre,  and  yet  make 
no  mention  of  them  as  in  any  way  connected  with 
it.  How  easy  and  natural  it  would  have  been,  atler 
having  proceeded  with  the  boundary  to  the  river 
Des  Moines,  to  have  added,  "thence  down  said 
river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof, 
and  through  ihe  centre  of  ike  rapids  aforesaid^  to 
the  month  of  the  said  river^  where  it  empties  into 
the  Mississippi."  I  admit  this  would  have  been 
"easy,"  but  not  more  "easy"  than  idle,  and  silly, 
and  foolish;  because  the  fine  was  not  apt  to  be 
lost  as  long  as  it  was  to  follow  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  a  river  six  hundred  feet  wide. 
But  the  convention  did  not  do  everything  which 
was  "easy"  to  be  done.  Let  me  give  an  example: 
"The  rapids  op  the  river  Des  Moines."  The  com- 
mittee says  this  means  the  rapids  op  the  Mississippi 
river.  If  the  convention  so  meant,  how  "easy"  it 
would  have  been  to  have  said  "the  rapids  of  the 
river  Des  Moines"  in  the  river  Mississippi.  An- 
other example:  If  the  convention  had  wanted  rap- 
ids in  the  Mississippi  river,  and  had  only  called 
for  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Mississippi 
river,  this  would  have  fixed  the  rapids  in  that  river 
beyond  all  question;  and  this  would  have  been 
"easy;"  but  they  did  not  do  so.  Then,  if  the  con- 
vention called  for  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
they  did  not  do  things  in  the  easiest  manner;  but.  in 
this  case,  adopted  the  most  difficult  of  all  modes, 
except  one,  or  accomplishing  their  object.  If  the 
convention  had  called  for  "the  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines,"  and  not  for  "the  rapids  oj  the  river 
Des  Moines,"  then  I  believe  it  would  have  been  a 
little  more  difficult  to  have  driven  us  from  home, 
and  into  the  Mississippi  river,  than  it  is  now;  but 


not  much  more  so.    Then,  our  convention  did  not 
do  everything  which  was  "easy," 

But  1  am  disposed  to  treat  this  ai^rumeni  serious- 
ly  .•although  the  committee  have  shifled  from  the 
grounds  assumed  in  their  first  report.  Beaten  from 
thgi  position,  they  should  have  surrendered.  That 
piffll  which  makes  us  adhere  to  an  opinion  vhen 
convinced  that  that  opinion  is  unfonnded  is  n 
erroneous  pride.  In  sach  cases  it  is  more  minlr 
to  acknowledge  our  error  than  to  assame  another 
false  position.  But  the  committee  has  wiired  the 
former,  and  chosen  the  latter  course. 

The  committee  now  says,  that  aUhooek  the 
northern  boundary  comes  in  contact  with  the  Des 
Moines  river  several  miles  before  it  reaches  the 
rapids  at  the  Great  Bend,  and  then  takn  t  new 
direction  "down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of 
said  river,"  yet,  in  passing  the  rapids  below  the 
boundary  should  take  a  passing  notice  of  tbeie 
rapids.  '  "The  prominent  objects  through  which  a 
boundary  passes  should  be  named."  If  this  be  tnie 
with  reference  to  the  northern  boundary,  it  is  also 
true,  and  equally  so,  with  reference  to  the  western 
boundary.  Let  us  then  see  whether  the  rromineat 
objects  in  the  western  boundary  were  oiled  for  in 
describing  that  boundary. 

The  southern  boundary  runs  west,  along  the 
parallel  of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  min* 
utes,  "to  a  point  where  the  said  parallel  of  laiitodi 
is  intersected  by  a  meridian  line  passing  throngh 
the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  where 
the  same  empties  into  the  Missouri  river."  Here 
is  a  prominent  object  near  the  centre  of  the  western 
line— "the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river*'— aodthis, 
according  to  the  committee,  must  be  called  for  in 
describing  that  line.  But  this  is  a  description  of 
the  southern  line.  It  runs  to  said  meridian  line- 
that  passing  through  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  rirer— 
and  then  stops.  Then  commences  the  description 
of  the  western  boundary.  This  starts  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  southern  boundary,  and  is  in  these 
words:  "Thence,  from  the  point  aforesaid,  north, 
along  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the  iniersectioDOi 
the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes  through  the 
rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  makiae  the  said 
line  correspond  with  the  Indian .  bonndaiy  line." 
This  is  the  description  of  the  western  bonodaiy, 
and  yet  the  prominent  object — the  object  which 
fixes  the  meridian  on  which  it  runs— "the  motuh 
of  the  Kansas  river" — is  not  once  mentioned  ia 
describing  this  boundary.  If  a  failure  to  call  for 
the  "rapids"  in  the  northern  boundary  onseulesthe 
northern  boundary,  then,  by  the  same  niie,  afaiiare 
to  call  for  the  "mouth  of  the  Kansas,"  in  the  west- 
ern boundary,  unsettles  the  western  booiidar^. 
But  the  Western  boundary  is  notafieded  bv  this 
failure  to  call  for. the  "mouth  of  the  Kansas.'^  Ko 
more,  then,  is  the  northern  boundary  afiected  by  a 
failure  to  call  for  the  "rapids."  The  "mouth  of  the 
Kansas"  is  not  once  mentioned  in  describiDg  the 
western  boundary. 

Nor  are  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines" 
once  mentioned  in  describing  the  northern  boon' 
dary.  They  are  introduced  as  descriptive  of  the 
western  boundary.  They  tx.  the  parallel  of  lat- 
itude on  which  the  western  boundary  is  to  termi- 
nate. The  southern  boundary  ends  at  the  merid< 
ian,  passing  through  tlie  mouth  of  the  Kansas. 
The  western  boundary  commences  here,  and  nms 
"thence,  from  the  point  aforesaid,"  to  "ibeparalW 
of  latitude  which  passes  through  the  rapids  of  the 
river  Des  Moines.^*  This  parallel  of  latimde  the 
western  boui:dary  intersects,  and  here  terminates; 
and  here  starts  the  northern  boandary;  aiid  this 
runs  "thence  east,  from  the  point  of  inlersectioti 
last  aforesaid,  along  the  said  parallel  of  latiiode. 
to  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  main  fork  of 
the  said  river  Des  Moines;  thence,  down  andaloog 
the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  rim 
Des  Moines,  to  the  mouth  of  the  same."  This  is 
the  description  of  the  northern  boundary.  The 
"rapids"  are  not  once  mentioned  in  it,  any  more 
than  was  the  "mouth  of  the  Kansas"  mentioaed  in 
describing  the  western  boundary.  It  was  whoUy 
useless  to  do  so.  When  you  fix  the  termination  ot 
the  western  boundary,  then  yon  have  thcbcginDiBg 
of  the  northern  boundary.  The  terminaiioo  of  the 
western  boundary  is  the  "parallel  of  latiiode  which 
passes  through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines. 
At  this  termination  the  northern  boundary  begins. 
Along  this  parallel  of  latitude  the  northern  boand- 
ary runs.  No  point  need  be  called  for  along  this 
parallel  of  latitude  till  yon  cease  to  follow  it.  w 
following  it,  tha  first  objeat  you  strike,  whi» 
changes  your  direction,  should  be  mentioned.  Tw 
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is  done.  We  strike  the  Des  Moines  river  several  ' 
miles  before  we  reach  ihe  "rapids'*— we  run  to  the 
middle  of  the  channel  of  the  main  fork— we  call 
for  this  point — we  then  change  onr  direction,  and 
follow  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  river 
Des  Moines,  and  we  pass  throngh  the  rapids  at  the 
Oreat  Bend  in  the  Des  Moines,  and  do  not  notice 
them  any  more  than  we  did  the  "mouth  of  the 
Kansas"  in  running  the  western  boundary  through 
thai;  nor  was  it  necessary  to  do  so.  But  the  com- 
mittee insists  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  certain  to  say 
we  are  ^tng  down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
of  the  river  Des  Moines.  We  must  say  "we  are 
passing  through  the  rapids  at  the  Gkeat  Bend.'* 
This  was  surely  unnecessary,  if  not  worse  than 
useless. 

.  I  admit  that,  if  the  "mouth  of  the  Kansas"  had 
been  the  terminating  point  of  the  western  boundary, 
then  the  mouth  of  that  river  should  have  been  call- 
ed for  in  the  description  of  the  western  boundary.  So, 
ifthe  northern  boundary  had  run  along  the  parallel  of 
latitude  up  to  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Muines," 
and  had  there  changed  its  direction,  then  the  "rap- 
ids" should  have  been  called  for,  also.  In  this  ca^e, 
the  description  should  have  been  in  these  words: 
thence  east  from  the  point  of  intersection  aforesaid, 
along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  to  "the  middle  of 
the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines;"  and  thence 
down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  main 
fork  of  said  river,  calling  for  none  of  the  "ripples" 
or  "rapids"  below.  As  tne  rapids  are  not  called  for 
at  the  closing  of  the  northern  boundary  on  the  Des 
Moines  river,  it  seems  conclusive  that  the  rapids  at 
the  Great  Bend  are  the  rapids  called  for  by  the  con- 
ventioD.  The  line  would  have  struck  the  rapids  at 
any  other  point  as  boon  as  it  reached  the  river,  but 
not  so  at  this  point:  and  this  is  the  only  point  where 
ills  not  so. 

But  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend  are,  no  doubt, 
the  rapids  called  for  by  the  constitution .  But,  under 
the  usual  rule  of  construction,  if  we  had  no  evi- 
dence, we  mi^ht  be  entitled  to  rapids  much  higher 
up  the  Des  Moines  than  (hose  at  the  Great  Bend, 
when  a  line  calls  for  a  long  or  a  large  object  as  a 
bearing  point,  without  designating  the  particular 
object  called  ror,  the  line  must  be  fixed  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  object.  When  a  line  calls  for  several  ob- 
jects as  a  bearing  point,  the  medium  point  between 
lnhem  is  the  true  position  for  the  line.  When  a  line 
calls  for  one  of  several  objects,  without  designating 
the  particular  object,  the  true  position  is  on  that  ob- 
ject nearest  the  centre  of  the  several  called  for.  Un- 
der this  rule,  if  onr  evidence  does  not  show  that  we 
are  entitled  to  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend,  then  we 
are  entitled  to  rapids  still  higher  up. 

7.  There  are  no  rapids  below  the  Great  Bend.  I 
have,  in  part,  shown  this  in  the  preceding  part  of 
my  arirnment.  There  is  a  ripple  ten  miles  oelow, 
according  to  Captain  Guion,  and  twelve,  according 
to  Lieutenant  Fiemont.  The  fall  is  "slight;"  but 
neither  of  them  fixes  it  at  anything — not  so  much  as 
five  inches.  There  is  a  shoal  with  a  "gravel  bot- 
tom," with  an  "inconsiderable"  current,  four  miles 
and  a  half  lower .  down,  according  to  Lieutenant 
Fremont,  and  "forty  miles  above  the  mouth,"  ac- 
cording to  Captain  Guion.  Of  course  this  is  no 
"rapids" — having  a  gravel  bottom, and  butlitAe  cur- 
rent. There  aT«  no  others  below  the  Great  Bend. 
Uentenant  Lea  says  "there  is  no  obstruction  of 
magnitode'sufficient  to  deserve  the  *•**  appellation 
of  'rapids?  below  those  at  the  Great  Bend."  (See 
his  report.  Doc.  No.  128,  3d  sess.  25th  Cong.,  p.  6.) 
These  are  all  your  own  witnesses,  and  you  snoula 
not  discredit  them.  The  evidence  of  Lieutenant 
Lea,  especially,  is  entitled  to  weight.  He  surveyed 
with  reference  to  this  very  question.  The  other 
gentlemen  did  nrot.  He  was  looking  for  rap- 
ids. They  were  looking  for  obstructions  to 
navigation.  You  should  credit  Lieutenant  Lea, 
t])en,  when  he  tells  yon  there  are  no  obstruc- 
tions which  deserve  the  name  of  rapids  below  the 
Great  Bend.  The  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Btate  of  Missouri  to  examine  the  Des  Moines  riv- 
er, report,  also,  that  there  are  no  rapids  below  the 
Great  Bend.  The  truth  is,  the  two  points  below 
the  Great  Bend,  which  the  committee  sometimes 
dignify  with  the  appellation  of  rapids,  have  really 
a  fall  of  but  five  or  six  inches  in  fifty  or  one  hun- 
dred yards;  and  of  course  are  not  rapids,  and  hardly 
"ripples." 

1  nave  now  shown:  1st.  That  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  6, 18S0,  does  not  give  boundaries  to  the 
State  of  Missouri;  2d.  That  the  constitution  of  the 
State,  sanctioned  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  ^ 
Miich,  1821,  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union, 


does  give  boundaries  to  the  State;  3d.  That  the 
convention  which  adopted  the  State  constitution  be- 
lieved there  were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river, 
4th.  That  they  called  for  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river;  5th.  That  there  are  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines 
river;  6ih.  That  the  rapids  at  the  Great  Bend  are  of 
considerable  size  and  magnitude,  and  distinctly 
marked,  and  the  first  in  ascending  the  river;  7th. 
That  the  convention  did  not  call  for  rapids  in  the 
Mississippi  river;  and  8ih.  That  they  did  call  for 
rapids  at  the  Great  Ben(i^,  in  the  Des  Moines 
river. 

If  the  first  act  of  Congress  were  the  controlling 
instrument,  and  gave  the  boundaries  to  the  State, 
and  not  the  constitution  of  the  State,  sanctioned  by 
the  second  act  of  Congress,  still  our  evidence  would 
show  us  entitled  to  the  boundary  we  claim,  even 
under  the  act  of  Congress.  The  evidence  to  ex- 
plain the  ambiguit}r  in  the  act  of  Congress,  as  well 
as  that  in  the  constitution  of  the  State,  shows  that 
the  rapids  called  for  were  in  the  river  Des  Moines 
itself,  and  not  in  the  Mississippi  river. 

In  reference  to  the  ambiguity  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, 1  think  I  hazard  but  little  in  saying  that  there 
is  but  one  man  now  living  who  can  testify  with  any 
certainly.  That  man  is  the  honorable  John  Scott, 
who  was  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, and  who  was  chairman  of  the  committee; 
and  who  drew  up  the  act  of  Congress  in  which  this 
ambiguity  is  found.  The  ambiguous  words  are, 
"the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines."  Were  they 
rapids  m  the  Des  Moines  river,  or  were  they  rapids 
in  the  Mississippi  riverl 

The^hooorable  John  Scott  sa3rs: 

"At\he  time  the  act  of  6th  of  March,  1620,  was 
passed  by  Congress,  authorizing  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a  Constitation  and  State  Government, 
the  general  geography  was  but  little,  and  the  topog- 
raphy of  that  part  of  the  State  still  less  known.  I 
(who  represented  the  country)  knew  so  little,  that  I 
had  to  rely  on  the  information  of  others  in  regard 
to  the  lines.  I  applied  to  several  for  information. 
♦  ♦  •  ♦  They  all  concurred  that  there 
were  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river  itself,  some 
sixty  miles  from  the  mouth.  •  ♦  •  ♦  i 
am  entirely  sure  that  the  rapids  spoken  of  in  the 
bill,  and.  intended  by  the  committee,  were  the  rap- 
ids in  the  Des  Moines  river  itself,  and  not  the  rap- 
ids in  the  Mississippi  river,  called,  from  their  prox- 
imity to  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  the 
*Des  Moines  rapids.' " 

This  evidence  is  clear,  unequivocal,  and  to  the 
point.  It  explains  the  ambiguity  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  fixes  the  meaning  of  that  act  beyond  the 
possibility  of  a  dpubt.  It  settles  the  point  that,  by 
the  expression  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines," 
Congress  meant  the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines 
itself,  and  not  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river.  I  de- 
fy the  introduction  oi  any  other  witness  to  prove  the 
reverse  of  this.  It  cannot  be  done,  because  this  is 
true.  The  credibility,  the  respectability,  and  the 
entire  veracity  of  our  witness,  is  unquestionable. 
He  speaks  to  the  point,  positively,  unequivocally, 
and  conclusively.  Then,  with  him  who  believes 
the  act  of  Congress  gives  boundaries  to  our  State, 
this  settles  the  matter. 

This  would  seem  to  close  my  case  in  reference 
to  the  northern  boundary;  and  I  would  leave  that 
boundary  here,  if  some  arguments  of  the  committee 
did  not  seem  to  require  an  answer. 

The  committee  finds  an  ambiguity  in  the  use  of 
the  word  "of."  "The  rapids  *of  the  river  Des 
Moines."  This  phrase  does  not  mean  the  rapids 
"in"  the  river  Des  Moines,  according  to  the  com- 
mittee, but  means  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  in 
the  Mississippi  river.  In  the  general,  too,  it  would 
mean  the  rapids  "in"  the  Des  Moines  river;  but  in 
this  particular  ca.se  it  does  not.  Yet,  in  their  re- 
port of  1840,  "the  committee  admit  that  the  name 
of  the  rapids,  called  for  in  the  boundary  of  that  State, 
would  indicate  their  situation  to  be  'in'  the  river 
Des  Moines."— Sw  p.  6  of  tkai  report. 

In  the  report  of  this  session,  the  committee  says, 
"it  is  not  *a  rapids  iii,'  but  Hhe  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines,' which  was  thought  worthy  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  those  other  conspicuous  and  everlasting 
monuments  of  divisional  State  Imes."  The  "Des 
Moines  rapids,  in  the  Mississippi  river,  were  called 
for;"  then  it  Ibllows  that  the  "rapids  of  the  river 
DcA  Moines"  are  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river. 
"What  a  conspicuous  and  everlasting  monument" 
of  sophistry  and  perversion  of  langoagel  "The 
Falls  of  the  Ohio,"  the  *'Falls  of  the  Potomac," 
'*the  Falls  «/  the  St.  Peter's,"  '''the  Falls  0/  the 
Niagara,"  do  not  mean  falls  "in'*,  those  several 
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rivers,  as  the  committee  would  construe  the  lan- 
guage. "The  rapids  o/"  the  Mississippi  river"  do 
not  mean  rapids  in  that  river.  "Thence,  dcwn 
along  the  middle  'of  the  main  channel  'oP  ihe 
the  said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the  mouth  0/  the- 
same,"  does  not  mean  "in"  the  Des  Moines  river, 
according  to  our  committee.  To  express  this 
meaning,  the  language  should  be:  "thence,  down 
along  the  middle,  'in'  the  main  channel,  'in'  the 
Des  Moines,  to  the  mouth."  This  would  have  been 
clear,  but  the  phrase  is  very  ambiguous  as  the 
word  "of  was  used;  and,  perhaps,  the  committee 
would  rather  incline  to  the  belief^ thai  "the  middle 
'of  the  main  channel  'of  the  Des  Moines,"  was 
in  the  middle  in  the  main  channel  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river;  but  such  perversion  of  language  is 
unbecoming  grave  legislators.  They  should  look 
at  things  as  they  are,  and  meet  the  truth  as  it 
comes,  and  pervert  nothing.  There  is  an  ambi- 
guity as  to  what  "rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines" 
were  meant  The  convention  did  not  know  at  the 
time  that  there  was  more  than  one  rapids  in  the 
Des  Moines;  but  there  is  no  ambiguity  as  to  the 
river  in  which  these  rapids  are  to  be  found. 

If  the  convention  had  used  the  expression  "Dea 
Moines  rapids,"  then  there  would  nave  been  an 
ambiguity  as  to  the  river  in  which  we  were  to 
look  for  these  'rapids.  The  phrase  "Des  Moines 
rapids,"  would  readily  indicate  rapids  in  the  river 
Des  Moines;  and  a  stranger,  knowing  nothing  of 
the  rapidi{,  would  look  in  that  river  to  find  them. 
But  the  history  of  the  country  shows  us  that  there 
are  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river,  called  the  "Des 
Moines  rapids;"  because  tney  are  near  the  month 
of  Des  Moines  river,  and  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  "Rock  river  rapids"  in  the  Mississippi,  near 
the  mouth  of  Rock  river. 

In  this  state  of  the  case,  a  stranger  might  well 
have  hesitated  whether  to  look  for  the  rapids  in 
the  Des  Moines  river  or  in  the  Mississippi  river. 
He  would  reason  in  this  way:  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  should  be  in  the  Des  Moines  river;  but 
there  are  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Miisissippi 
also;  and  yet  if  the  convention  had  called  for  the 
latter,  to  make  the  description  certain,  they  should 
have  said  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Missia- 
sippi  river.  This  would  have  been  adding  but 
four  words,  and  would  have  fixed  the  boundary 
beyond  all  doubt  on  the  rapids  of  the  Mississippi. 
But  to  have  used  the  phrase  "Des  Moines  rapids," 
and  to  have  omitted  tne  words  "in  the  Mississippi 
river,"  would  have  left  the  constitution  ambiguous 
as  to  the  river  called  for,  and  have  left  the  north 
boundary  floating  between  "the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines  "  and  "the  rapids  of  the  Mississippi 
river."  And  in  that  case,  the  State  of  Missouri 
might  well  have  contended  that  the  rapids  were  in 
the  Des  Moines  river.  Then  to  say  that  the  ex- 
pression "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines" 
means  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river,  is  "pre- 
posterous and  absurd." 

In  the  report  of  1840,  the  committee  says:  "A 
boundary  line,  as  stable  and  enduring  as  the  Des 
Moines  rapids  of  the  Mississippi,  and  as  certain 
as  the  operations  of  science,  was  prescribed."  See 
page  7.  In  1842,  the  commiuee  savs :  ^'It  was  the 
'Des  Moines  rapids,'  in  the  great  'father  of  waters,' 
that  Congress  adopted  and  set  forth  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  monuments  in  all  the  boundary  of 
Missouri"  See  page  11.  Here  the  committee  la- 
bors under  the  mistake  of  supposing  the  first  act  of 
Congress  controlled  the  boundary,  and  not  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State,  sanctioned  b^  the  second  act 
of  Congress,  admitting  the  State  into  the  Union. 
They  overlook  also  the  testimony  of  John  Scott, 
which  is  clear  and  conclusive  on  this  point,  and 
would  be  so  decided  in  any  court  of  justice  in  the 
Union,  or.  the  world.  He  was  our  Delegate.  He 
drew  up  the  first  act  of  Congress.  He  says  he  "ap- 
plied to  several  for  information;"  that  "they  all 
concurred  that  there  were  rapids  in  the  river  Des 
Moines  itself;"  that  "the  rapids  spoken  of  in  Ihe 
bill,  and  intended  by  the  committee,  were  the  rapids 
in  the  Des  Moines  river  itself;"  and  that  they  did 
not  refer  to  "the  rapids  in  tjie  Mississippi  river, 
called,  from  their  proximity  to  the  mouth  of  thd 
Des  Moines  river,  the  Des  Moines  rapids."  Here 
is  the  naked  truth  in  reference  to  the  history  of  the 
act  of  Congress;  and  I  defy  any  man  to  bring  a 
particle  of  evidence  to  the  contrary.  Then,  what 
a  perversion  of  truth  to  say  that  "it  was  the  'Des 
Moines  rapids,'  in  the  great  'father  of  floods.'  which 
Congress  adopted  and  set  forth  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  monuments  in  all  the  boundaries  of  Mis- 
Bouxi!" 
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Let  it  be  noticed  here,  distinctly,  that  the  com- 
miuee  is  roakinp:  the  description  of  the  bounda- 
ries emanate  with  Congress;  and  this  gives  the 
ImxiffDage  of  the  description  an  English  origin. 
Ana  let  it  be  remembered,  that  when  the  commit- 
tee wish  to  Frenchify  the  description  of  the  bound- 
aries, tbey  then  refer  to  the  constitmion  of  the 
State,  which  had  its  origin  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
where  the  population  was  mostly  French;  and  they 
ffive  that  a  French  origin.  In  this  way,  they  have 
ingeniously  worked  themselves  into  the  belief, 
that  the  expression  "the  lapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moineb"  is  a  translation  of  the  French  phrase, 
"les  rapide^  de  la  riviere  Des  Moines,"  and  that  it 
was  so  intended  by  the  convention,  and  meant  the 
"Des  Moines  rapids."  Aiter  attaching  this  con- 
struction to  the  constitution  of  the  State,  which 
waa  adopted  among  the  French  population,  and 
therefore  had  a  sort  of  French  origin,  thev  then 
refer  back  to  the  act  of  Congress,  and  make  the 
same  construction  attach  to  that  instrument,  the 
origin  of  which  was  clearljr  and  purely  English. 
But  I  am  unwilling  to  submit  to  this.  The  com- 
mittee must  admit  that  the  aci  of  Congress  is  pure- 
ly of  English  origin.  If  so,  the  phrase  "the  rapids 
of  the  river  Des  Moine&"  used  in  the  act,  is  not  even 
a  translation  from  the  French.  And  if  it  was  used 
in  the  act  of  Congress  without  being  a  translation 
i>om,the  French,  it  is  fair  to  presume  ic«was  used 
in  the  constitution  without  being  a  translation 
from  the  French  also;  and  if  so,  it  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  phrase  by  which  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  were  designated  in 
Ffench.  The  convention  consisted  of  forty  mem- 
bers, two  of  whom  were  Frenchmen — and  thirtv- 
eight  Americans,  mostly  Virginians  and  Kentuck- 
ians — a  people  who  would  not  readily  adopt  a  French 
idiom  in  any  part  oi  America.  As,  then,  no  rapids 
in  the  Mississippi  river  arei  called  "the  rapids  of 
the  river  Des  Moines,"  and  as  this  expression  is  not 
oCPrench  origin,  we  must  not  place  these  rapids 
ia  the  Mississippi  river,  but  leave  them  in  the 
Des  Moines  river,  to  which  they  properly  belong. 

A  letter  of  Pierre  Chouteau,  jr.,  in  reply  to  a 
letter  of  Lieutenant  Lea,  has  been  referred  to  in 
his  report,  and  the  committee  seems  to  have  ex- 
tractea  from  that  report.  He  says:  "Yours  of  the 
15th  instant  requests  me  to  state  by  what  appella- 
tion the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  river  rapids  'of  the 
Mississippi  are  generally  known  among  the  French 
inhabiiinisof  the  country.  In  reply,  I  beg  to  state 
that  I  have  never  known  them  designated  otherwise 
than  as  *Us  rapidet  de  la  riviire  Des  Moines'  and 
*l€s  rapides  de  la  riviire  de  la  Rocke?  "  I  have  no 
doubt  this  is  so,  and  yet  I  do  not  know  it,  although 
a  Missourian;  and  I  think  I  hazard  very  little  in 
saying,  that  not  a  single  member  of  Congress  koew 
it  when  the  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  people 
ol  Missouri  to  form  a  State  constitution.  If  so, 
thev  described  the  bourdaries  of  the  intended  State 
without  any  reference  to  the  French  name  of  the 
rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river;  and  no  doubt,  in 
Tiding  the  same  language,  the  convention  did  the 
same  thing.  Mr.  Chouteau  does  not  sav  that  the 
convention  called  for  rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
river.    In  his  letter  there  is  no  such  assertion. 

But  another  item  of  evidence  given  by  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report,  to  show  that  the  convention 
called  for  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  is,  that,  "as  early  as  1799,  the  French 
governor-general  granted  to  Louis  Honore  a  tract 
of  land,  to  adjoin  'auz  rapides  de  la  riviere  des 
Moines;'  and  ine  validity  of  this  gram,  upon  this 
descriptive  eall,  has  been  affirmed  by  Congress 
Wilkin  the  last  few  years."  See  page  10,  report 
of  184S.  This  piece  of  testimony  is  of  the  same 
character  with  tne  otbei^-only  weaker,  being  built 
uppn  the  other.  Congress  confirmed  the  grant  to 
Louis  Honore,  because  the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
were  called  by  the  French  "  auz  rapides  de  la 
riviBre  des  Moines;"  and  the  committee  now  intro- 
duces this  confirmation  as  further  evidence  that 
the  rapids  were  so  called.  The  confirmation  proves 
no  such  thing.  But  /tdmit  these  rapids  were  so 
ealled,  and  it  does  not  prove  that  "the  rapids  of  the 
river  Des  Moines"  are  the  "  Des  Moines  rapids" 
of  the  Mississippi.  Just  as  well  might  you  say  that 
"the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines"  are  the  "Des 
Moines  rapids"  of  the  Mississippi.  The  language 
is  of  precisely  the  same  import.  But  a  confirma- 
tion of  a  title  to  a  small  tract  of  land  Is  by  no  means 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  claimant  was  entitled 
to  the  land.  It  is  well  known,  and  unfortunate, 
too,  that  the  best  claims  are  sometimes  neglected  l^ 
f^'Higress,  while  the  most  iniquitous  arc  sometimes 


granted.  The  "  Des  Moines  rapids"  are  in  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  are  known  by  that  name;  but 
these  are  one  rapids,  and  "  the  lapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines"  another,  and  a  totally  difi*erent  and 
distinct  rapids,  to  be  found  in  another  and  a  totally 
different  and  distinct  place. 

The  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river  had  a  distinct 
name,  by  which  they  were  well  known.  Your 
committee  says,  by  the  French,  tbey  "were  known 
by  the  name  'les  rapidesde  la  riviere  des  Moines;'" 
''by  the  Americans,  they  were  called  the  *Des 
Moines  rapids.' "  "Both  these  phrases  aie  names, 
and.  not  descriptions,"  says  the  committee.  See 
report  1842,  page  10.  This  is  true:  they  are  names; 
and  these  names  were  well  known  to  many  per- 
sons, and  had  been  for  many  years,  before  the  State 
Government  was  formed.  Kow,  if  the  convention 
had  intended  to  refer  to  the^e  rapids,  would  they 
not  have  used  one  or  the  other  of  these  names?  If 
they  had  wanted  to  call  for  these  rapids,  is  it  pos- 
sible that,  out  of  forty  members,  the  most  intelligent 
men  in  the  country,  not  one  of  them  knew  the  name 
of  a  rapids  so  noted  as  the  committee  represents 
this  to  Del  Is  it  not  incredible,  if  they  intended  to 
refer  to  these  rapids,  that  they  should  have  diopped 
the  true  name  in  both  languages,  and  have  used  a 
name  by  which  these  rapids  were  never  known, 
either  before  or  aflerwardsl  Would  tbey  not  have 
used  the  very  name  by  which  the  rapids  were 
knownl  Would  they  not  have  made  the  matter 
still  more  certain,  by  saying  "the  Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  river?  This  would  have 
fixed  the  rapids  beyond  all  dispute  in  the  Mi^sis- 
sippi  river;  and  how  perfectly  "easy"  this  would 
have  been. 

The  convention  did  not  use  either  one  or  the 
other  of  these  names;  the  convention  used  no  name 
— and  for  the  very  best  reason  in  the  world  they 
used  no  name:  that  is,  because  the  rapids  which 
they  referred  to  had  no  name.  They  were  but  lit- 
tle known.  They  were  high  up  in  a  wildernets. 
An  occasional  hunter  had  seen  them;  the  trappers 
had  sometimes  passed  them  in  their  canoes;  per- 
haps a  few  traders  had  seen  them;  and  the  survey- 
or, John  C.  Sullivan,  had  seen  them.  He  had  sur- 
veyed the  Indian  boundary  in  1816,  four  years  be- 
fore the  convention  was  neld.  When  the  conven- 
tion met,  they  called  upon  him  and  other  gentlemen 
for  information  about  the  rapids:  so  we  learn  from 
the, remaining  members  of  that  convention — and 
perhaps  they  know  something  more  about  it  than 
our  commit' ee.  Sullivan  was  prepared  to  give 
them  the  information  wanted.  The  rapids  which 
he  had  visited  were  but  about  nine  miles,  or,  as  the 
witness  says,  but  "a  short  distance  north  of  the  In- 
dian boundary  line."  These  were  at  the  Great 
Bend.  The  country  was  wholly  new.  This  was, 
no  doubt,  the  first  public  notice  which  had  ever 
been  taken  of  these  rapids.  Of  course,  then,  tbey 
had  no  name.  The  convention  used  them  as  if 
they  had  no  name,  and  were  noticed  ii^  a  public 
manner  for  the  first  time.  It  was  certainly  not 
known  then  that  there  were  any  other  rapids  in  the 
Des  Moines  river  above.  It  is  not  possible  to  mag- 
nify anvthing  into  a  rapids  which  can  be  found  be- 
low. The  phrase  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines"  was  used  as  a  description,  and  not  as  a 
name.  Of  course,  the  description  belongs  only  to 
rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  It  could  not  de- 
scribe the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river. 

"Les  rapides  de  la  riviire  Des  Moines."  "The 
Des  Moines  rapids."  By  the  first,  the  French,  and 
by  the  latter,  tne  Americans,  called  the  rapids  in 
the  Mississippi  river.  "Both  these  phrases  are 
names,  and  not  descriptions."  So  says  our  commit- 
tee; and  in  this  they  are  correct.  These  names 
are  quoted  wherever  we  find  them.  So  are  all 
names  made  up  of  phrases;  and  especially  when 
of  long  use  and  standing,  they  are  almost  invaria- 
bly used  as  Quotations.  It  is  profaoble  that  this  prac- 
tice of  quoting  names  and  phrases  has  been  fol- 
lowed nowhere  more  closely  than  by  our  conven- 
tion in  forming  the  constitmion  of  Missouri.  Even 
the  words  and  phrases,  "Senate,"  "House  of  Rep- 
resentatives," "Ckneral  Assembly,"  "Supreme 
Court,"  "Chancellor,"  "circuit  courts,"  "Stale  of 
Missouri,"  "against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
State,"  "great  seal  of  the  State  of  Missouri;"  all 
these  are  marked  in  the  constitution  as  quotations. 
And  yet  the  phrase,  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines,"  is  not  used  in  the  constitution  as  a  quo- 
tation; and  it  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  conven- 
tion did  not  use  it  as  a  name.  If  they  had  trans- 
Jated  it  from  the  French,  they  would  have  used  it  as 
a  quotation  more  readily  than  evjr.    If  they  had 
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used  it  as  an  awkward  stagger  for  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  river,  they  would  still 
have  used  it  as  a  quotation,  under  ifae  supposition 
that  they  bad  staggered  upon  the  right  name.  Bnt 
they  did  not  use  it  as  a  quotation,  a^d  of  course  not 
as  a  name,  but  merely  as  a  description.  The  term 
"Des  Moines  rapids  would  have  been  used  and 
quoted  as  a  name,  because  it  was  a  name  of  long 
standing,  and  well  known.  But  the  comralttfe 
stultify  themselves  in  attempting  to  stultify  oar  con- 
vention. They  ought  to  believe  that  the  conven- 
tion meant  what  they  said,  and  said  what  tbey 
meant,  and  knew  what  they  were  doing. 

The  history  of  this  mauer  shows  that  there  was 
nothing  French  about  it — not  even  a  translation  of 
the  name  of  the  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  words  used  in  the  constitution,  in  describing 
the  boundaries  of  Missouri,  are  the  same  as  the 
words  used  in  the  act  of  Congress  for  that  purpose. 
The  act  of  Congress,  I  have  stated  before,  was 
drawn  up  in  this  place,  by  the  honorable  John 
Scoti,  who  was  then  the  Delegate  in  ihls  Huosc 
from  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  who,  with  the 
aid  of  the  committee,  gave  birth  and  origin  to  the 
act,  and  to  the  memorable  phrase,  "the  rapids  of 
the  river  Des  Moines;"  and  particularly  to  the  use 
of  the  memorable  "of,"  which  has  played  so  con- 
spicuous a  part  in  all  this  difficulty,  it  would  be 
rather  awkward  to  say  "the  rapids  tn the  river  Des 
Moines"  in  the  Mississippi  river;  and  yet  the  ex- 
pression, "the  rapids  of  tne  river  Des  Moines"  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  is  of  preci.^^-ely  the  same  char- 
acter and  import.  And  this  latter,  accordiDg  to  the 
committee,  is  the  mode  of  expression  used  by  the 
convention,  only  made  complete.  But  neither  the 
Congress  which  passed  the  act,  nor  the  convention 
which  adopted  the  constitution,  was  the  place  in 
which  to  find  such  an  awkward  use,  or  such  an 
abuse,  of  our  langua<:e,  as  the  committee  are  dis- 
posed to  fasten  upon  them. 

Besides  all  this,  ''the  Des  Moines  rapids"  of  the 
Mississippi  river  were  unfit  to  fix  a  boundary. 
They  were  too  long.  To  call  for  them  to  fix  the 
northern  boundary,  was  like  calling  for  the  Missis- 
sippi river  itself.  A  whole  range  of  counties  would 
have  been  lef\  in  uncenainty  by  such  a  call.  The 
convention  wanted  a  point  to  run  to,  not  a  line  as 
long  as  some  of  our  States.  They  never  called  for 
a  line  fourteen  miles  long,  instead  of  a  point  but 
eighty  yards  long.  A  rapids,  eighteen  inches  deep, 
falling  two  feet  in  eighty  yards,  with  a  swiA  cur- 
rent, but  eighty  yards  long,  six  hundred  feet  wide, 
falling  perpendicularly  as  inuch  as  ten  or  twelve 
inches,  for  three  or  iour  hundred  feet  of  the  width 
of  the  stream,  is  as  good  a  point,  and  as  prominent 
a  monument,  as  any  State  could  ask  to  fix  her 
boundary.  And  this  is  the  description  of  the  rap- 
ids at  (he  Great  Bend,  and  a  true  one.  The  con- 
vention would  not  have  lefl  a  point  so  suitable  as 
this,  and  have  taken  a  rapids  fourteen  miles  long. 

But  "the  Des  Moines  rapids"  of  the  Mississippi 
river  are  "upwards  of  fourteen  miles  long."  They 
"have  had  great  notoriety  since  the  date  of  the  first 
settlements  above  them,  and,  during  the  period  that 
Louisiana  was  held  by  the  French,  were  known." 
So  says  the  committee.  If,  then,  the  convention 
had  called  for  them,  they  would  hare  ascertained 
their  magnitude,  and  their  "fourteen  miles  of 
length"  and  upwards.  If  they  had  done  so,  is  it  not 
incredible  to  suppose  that  they  would  have  left  the 
north  boundary  "dancing*!  through  this  distance  of 
fourteen  miles,  when,  in  one  w.ord  more,  ihey 
could  have  said  the  line  shall  runthrovf^  the  2m9- 
er  endt  the  middle^  or  the  v^per  end^  of  "the  Des 
Moines  rapids"  of  the  Mississippi  riverl  Biu  they 
said  no  such  thing.  Is  it  not  incredible,  then,  lo 
suppose  they  could  have  meant  any  snch  thingl 
Does  anybody  believe  they  didi 

Congress  wanted  "natural  and  striking  objects 
of  great  notoriety  and  magnitude"  in  fixing  the 
boundaries.  So  says  the  committee.  If  this  wasall 
they  wanted,  and  ihey  were  regardless  of  the  size 
and  shape  of  the  State,  the  moutE  of  the  Des  Moines 
was  the  very  thing.  This  was  only  one  mile  and 
a  half  south  of  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  and  was 
a  "prominent  monument"  and  a  notable  point.  It 
is  strange  the  convention  did  not  fix  on  this,  in  pref- 
erence to  a  rapids  fourteen  miles  in  length,  if  they 
were  regardless  of  the  shape  and  size  of  the  State. 
But  they  were  not  regardless  Ot  these  things.  The 
honorable  John  Scott  says  they  wanted  to  make  'Hhe 
Missouri  river  run  through  the  centre  of  the  State 
troip  west  to  east."  This  was  natural  e&oagh,and 
no  doubt  the  feelings  of  the  whole  c(»veirtioii.  A 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  ^ftTlitgry  oC 
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MissoQri  prarjiied  for  a  liae  on  the  parallel  of  latl- 
t«Mle  pa^siag  through  the  mouth  of  Rock  riper. 
'PtkcA  ihey  would  have  struck  the  Des  Moines  six- 
ty or  Rev^nty  miles  above  ibe  mouth,  if  not  more. 
For  want  of  iafonnation,  it  was  impossible  for  Vhem 
to  te  entirely  accurate;  and  they  might  still  have 
fklt€d  to  get  an  equal  amount  of  territory  on  each 
side  of  the  Missouri  river.  - 

The  expression  "down  the  middle  of  the  main 
fork  of  the  Des  Moines"  is  used  in -the  Consijtu- 
tidi.  "The  main  fork"  was  used  to  mean  some- 
tMog^.  It  must  have  been  known  there  was  no 
fork  if  ear  the  mouth.  The  hunters  and  trappers 
had  DO  doubt  been  up  the  river  some  distance. 
Suliivan  and  his  party  had  not  travelled  up  the 
river,  but  bad  gone  across  the  country  from  the  In- 
dian boundary  to  the  rapids.  He  may  have  be* 
lieved  another  branch  of  the  river  put  in  at  the 
Borthera  point  oftheQreat  Bend.  But  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  it  most  have  been  well 
kiKywn  there  was  no  fork;  and  the  convention  had 
tnformation,  no  doubt,  that  there  was  no  fork  with* 
in  any  short  distance  of  the  mouth — certainly  not 
within  ihe  reach  even  of  the  upper  end  of  the 
**Des  M  oines  rapidb"  of  the  Mississippi  river.  If 
so,  then  the  convention  did  not  call  lor  these  rap- 
ids, but  for  a  point  much  higher  up  the  Des  Moines 
river,  and  above  the  "fork"  of  that  river,  as  ihey 
supposed. 

'The  committee,  in  the  report  of  1840,  says:    "It 
is  preposterous  to  suppose  that  Congress,  aAer  act- 
ing  with  so  much  precision  on  all  the  other  lines  of 
Missouri,  should  leave  the  northern  one  dancing 
about    between  four  or  five  unknown,  nameless, 
and  inconsiderable  rapids,  over  a  breadth  of  fifty 
miles  of  country,  the  extent  of  which  was  then  un- 
known."   "Unknown,  nameless,  and  inconsidera- 
ble rapids."    They  were  "  unknown;"  and  this  is 
the  very  reason  why  the  precise  rapids  were  not 
designated.    We  have  no  evidence  that  the  con- 
vention knew  of  the  existence  of  any  more  than 
one  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines  when  the  con- 
stitution was  formed,  and  the  north  boundary  was 
not  intendc*d  to  be  left  "dancing"  between  several 
rapids;  yet,  unfortunately,  such  seems  to  have  been 
the  case,  from  our  recent  surveys.  But,  as  we  claim 
the  lowest  rapids  in  the  river,  it  is  not  very  im- 
portant that  we  were  ignorant  of  the  existence  of 
any  above  them.    The   discovery  of  these  addi- 
tional rapids  will  hardly  change  our  boundary, 
and  drive  us  from  the  Des  Moines  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi, if  we  were  entitled  to  rapids  in  the  former 
river  originally. 

The  comtnittee  says,  in  the  report  of  1843,  that 
the  people  of  Missouri  Territory,  in  their  petition 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  "indicate,  generally, 
to  Congress,  a  boundary  for  their  future  Slate;  and 
they  urge,  both  with  good  sense  and  force,  its  adop- 
tion by  Congress,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  'in- 
clude all  the  country  to  the  north  and  west  to  which 
ibe  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished;'  and  yet  the 
line  to  which  Missouri  now  claims  is  considerably 
to  the  north  of  what  then  formed  the  Indian  ces- 
sion."   [See  page  6.]    We  admit  all  this;  and  if  it 
be  true  that  the  people  of  the  Territory  thus  peti- 
tioned, then  we  offer  this  fact,  and  the  fact  that  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  is  not  required  to 
correspond  with  Jbe  north  Indian  boundary,  as  an- 
other evidence  that  this  Indian  boundary  was*  not 
intended  to  be  the  State  boundary.    The  convention, 
1  have  no  doubt,  intended  to  make  the  meridian  line 
on  which  the  western  State  boundary  runs,  and  the 
western  Indian  boundary  line,  correspond,  so  far  as 
to  make  them  run  upon  the  same  track;  because^ 
the  impression  was,  that  they  did  run  upon  the  same 
track.    I  admit  thev  failed  to  do  so.    If  they  had 
intended  the  Indian  noundary  north  to  be  the  State 
boundary  north,  they  would  of  course  have  required 
these  two  lines  to  correspond  also.    But  the  con- 
vention did  not  require  these  two  lines  to  corres- 
pond; and  it  is,  therefore,  clear  that  they  did  not 
intend  ibis  Indian  boundary  to  be  the  Suite  boundary. 
Then,  where  did  they  intend  to  put  the  State  bound- 
aryl   Your  committee  says,  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory petitioned  for  "aH  the  country  to  the  north 
and  west  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extin- 
gQisbed."    If  so,  they  would   not  themselves,  by 
their  convention,  have  adopted  a  boundary  south  of 
tbe  old  Indian  boundary,  including  less  territory 
than  they  prayed  for. '  By  doing  so,  they  would  not 
have  "rncloded  all  the  country  to  the  north  and 
west  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguish- 
ed."  Then,  the  convention  could  not  have  inlen'd- 
^  to  fix  the  northern  boondary  south  of  the  old  In- 
()ian  boundary.  If  so^  it  foUo^ws  that  ih^  State  bound- 


arjr  cannot  call  for  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  in  the 
Mississippi  river,  because,  even  the  upper  end  of 
these  rapids  are  several  miles  south  of  the  Indian 
boundary.  If  the  convention  did  not  intend  the  In- 
dian boundary  to  be  the  State  boundary,  (and  this 
they  clearly  did  not  intend,)  and  if  the  convention 
did  not^ intend  to  locate  this  boundary  south  of  the 
old  Indian  boundary,  (and  this,  just  as  clearly,  they 
did  not  intend,)  then  it  follows  that  they  located  the 
State  bocmdary  north  of  the  old  Indian  boundary. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  this  peti- 
tion to  which*  your  commiitee  refers.  A  close  ex- 
amination of  it  might  throw  some  additional  light 
on  this  subject.  If  1  understand  lUe  committee  cor» 
rectly,  they  say  the  petitioners  asked  for  all  the 
country  '*to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extin- 
guished;" but  they  do  not  say  that  the  petitioners 
ask  for  no  more  country  than  that  "to  which  the  In- 
dian title  had  l>een  extinguished;"  and  yet  they 
leave  the  impression  that  the  petitioners  did  ask  for 
no  more,  ana  that  they  acted  "both  with  good  sense 
and  force"  in  asking  for  no  more.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  this  petition;  and  1  regret  that  I  have 
not,  because  I  have  a  memorial  on  this  subject,  of  a 
character  very  different  from  that  petition;  and  a 
memorial,  too,  from  the  highest  authority  in  the 
Territory.  It  is  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  adopted  at  St.  Louis,  the 
Q2d  day  of  IVovember,  1818,  a  little  more  than  a 
Year  betore  the  act  of  Congress  was  passed  to  aa- 
tnorize  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government;  and  this  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  select  committee  which  draught- 
ed said  act  of  Congress,  on  (he  8th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1819 — but  a  little  more  than  three  months  be- 
fore said  act  of  Congress  was  pa.<!8ed.  It  is  hardly 
probable  that  anything  of  a  later  date,  on  this  sub- 
ject, was  presented  to  Congress.  Now,  this  memo- 
rial, in  describing  the  boundaries  prayed  for  by  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  says:  "Tnence,  due  north, 
to  a  point  due  west  of  the  MOUTH  OP  ROCK 
Riy£R;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi,  OPPOSITE  THE 
MOUTH  OF  ROCK  RIVER."  (See  ExecuUve 
Pa])ers,  vol.  1,  Ist  sess.  16th  Congress,  doc.  No.  4. 
This  memorial  will  be  found  as  quoted,  and  at  the 
place  referred  to.)  The  boundary  here  grayed  for 
18  even  north  of  the  parallel  of  latitude  running 
through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  at  the 
Qreat  Bend  in  said  river.  It  is  clear,  from  this 
memorial,  that  the  wish  and  the  general  sense  of 
the  people  of  the  Territory  was,  that  the  northern 
boundary  of  die  State  should  be  located  north  of  the 
old  Indian  boundary. 

At  that  early  day,  when  the  country  was  hardly 
known,  and  when  the  territory  prayed  for  was 
deemed  of  little  or  |no  value,  and  when  this  Gov- 
ernment was  as  anxious  to  foster  the  interests  and 
grant  the  prayers  of  Missouri  as  she  is  now  to 
countenance  the  demands  and  to  aid  the  encroach- 
ments and  to  encourage  the  groundless  pretensions 
of  Iowa,  Congress  would  not  have  hesitated  to  grant 
the  territory  which  the  people  petitioned  for.  If  I 
am  asl^ed  why  the  act  of  Congress  and  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State  did  not  call  for  the  precise 
boundaries  prayed  for  in  this  memorial,  and  es- 
pecially for  the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  I  answer, 
by  giving  the  words  of  the  honorable  John  Scott, 
who  was  then  our  Delegate  in  Congress,  and  who 
drew  up  the  act  of  Congress,  and  who  was  also  in 
the  convention  which  formed  the  constitution  of  the 
State.  He  says  that,  at  the  time  the  act  was  passed, 
he  conversed  with  several,  who  had  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  country,  about  the  boundaries;  "and 
they  all  concurred  that  it  would  be  useless  to  em- 
brace that  part  of  the  country  that  would  lie  be- 
tween the  river  Des  Moines  and  the  Mississippi, 
as  it  was  a  mere  gore— a  low  willow  bar  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Des  Moines  river,  as  they  said, 
running  nearly  parallel  for  some  sixty  miles."  (H. 
Doc.  48,  p.  ^  2d  sess.,  27lh  Congress.)  For  this 
reason,  the  act  of  Congress  did  not  call  for  the 
mouth  of  Rock  river,  but  stopped  the  northern 
boundary  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines. 
In  adopting  theconst'^utlon,  the  convention  follow- 
ed the  act  of  Congress,  by  using  the  same  lan- 
guage ih  describing  the  boundaries.  The  bound- 
ary prayed  for  in  this  memorial  annihilates  the 
idea  that  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  were  called  for  to  fix  the  parallel  of 
latitude  on  which  the  northern  boundary  was  to 
run.  If  any  object,  not  in  the  northern  line  itsell, 
had  been  called  for  to  fix  that  line,  it  would,  under 
1  this  memorial^  have  been  the  moutb  of  Rock  river,    I, 


and  not  the  rapids  at  the  mouth  of  the  ID^s  Moines 
river. 

The  committee  have  dragged  inlo  their  report 
the  recent  legislation  of  Congress,  the  legislation  of 
Missouri,  old  and  new  Indian  treaties,  old  and 
new  maps  and  map-makers,  and  all  other  sorts  of 
rubbish  conceivable.  1  have  neither  time  nor  In- 
clination now  to  undertake  ihe  useless  task  of  wa- 
ding through  all  this  trash. 

The  boundaries  of  Missouri  were  fixed  by  her 
constitution.  "With  this  constitution  fixing  her 
boundaries,  Congress  admitted  the  State  ioio  the 
Union.  By  this  admission,  Congress  sanctioned 
the  boundaries  adopted  by  the  Slate.  As  these 
boundaries  were  fixed  originally,  so  they  remain  to 
this  day,  except  where  they  have  been  altered  by 
consent  of  both  parties — the  State  and  the  United 
Slates— in  a  legal  and  constitutional  manner.  By 
a  simple  act,  Congress  can  give  her  consent  lo  alter 
a  boundary.  Not  so  with  the  State  of  Missouri. 
Her  boundaries  are  part  of  her  constitutional  law. 
They  can  be  altered  only  as  she  alters  ber  constitu- 
tion, and  in  but  one  of  two  ways:  1st,  by  a  conven- 
tion; 2d,  by  a  vole  of  iwo-ihirds  of  each  branch  of 
the  Legislature  at  two  successive  sessions.  This 
has  never  been  done  except  in  one  case,  and  that 
case  not  in  reference  to  the  territory  now  in  dispute. 
The  western  boundary,  on  the  north  side  ot  the 
Missouri  river,  was  so  changed  as  to  take  the 
Platte  country  iplo  the  Siate.  This  was  done  by 
changing  our  constitution,  and  then  getting  an 
act  ofCongress  approving  that  change.  Our  bound- 
aries, then,  stana  to  this  day  just  as  they  were  fiied 
originally,  with  the  exception  named. 

It  will  be  useless,  then,  to  trouble  the  committee 
by  examining  Indian  treaties,  the  legislation  of 
Congress  in  forming  land  districts,  the  legislation  of 
Missouri  in  forming  new  counties,  the  action  of 
blundering  treaty-makers,  or  the  maps  of  still  more 
blundering  map-makers,  who  have  never  succeeded 
in  giving  accurately  even  the  boundaries  of  all  our 
counties,  and  even  where  they  have  been  designated 
by  range,  township,  and  sectional  lines;  much  less 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  which  we  not  only  con- 
cede, but  contend,  were  never  defined  and  run  and 
marked  till  recently.  Blundering  in  legislatmg,  in 
treaty-making,  ana  map-making,  cannot  alter  our 
constitutional  boundaries.  I  shall  pass  over  all 
this  rubbish,  then,  and  devote  my  limited  time  to 
more  important  matters. 

The  committee  determines  on  the  old  Indian 
boundary  as  the  State  boundary.  This  Is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  the  State  boundary;  because  It  is  not  a 
parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  State  boundary  is  a 
parallel  of  latitude.  And  farther:  it  is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  the  State  boundary;  because  the  State 
boundary  is  a  parallel  of  latitude  passing  through 
"the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines;"  and  no  par- 
allel  of  latitude  which  touches  any  part  of  the  north 
Indian  boundary  line  can  touch  any  "rapids  of  the 
river  Des  Moines,"  or  any  part  of  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  In  the  Mississippi  river.  If  the  conven- 
tion had  intended  the  Indian  boundary  to  be  the 
State  boundary  north,  they  would  have  said  so,  and 
would  have  required  the  Indian  boundary  and  the 
State  boundary  to  correspond.  A  failure  to  do  so, 
is  conclusive  evidence  that  they  did  not  Intend  the 
Indian  boundary  to  be  the  State  boundary  on  the 
north.  Besides,  the  Committee  on  Territories  ad- 
mit, in  their  reports  both  of  1840  and  1842,  that  the 
Indian  boundary  line  is  not  the  State  bonndary 
line.  (See  pages  8  and  11,  H.  Doc.  2, 1840;  and 
page  11,  H.  Doc.  791, 1842.) 

Let  us  next  examine  the  western  boundary.  This 
is  not  without  its  difficulty,  too;  yet  there  Is  nonit 
of  a  character  very  serious  about  it.  The  meridian 
line  on  which  the  western  boundary  runs,  is  re- 
quired to  correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary. 
The  Indian  boundary  runs  from  a  point  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  one  hundred  miles 
north.  It  is  urged  that  this  correspondence  will 
arrest  the  western  Iwundary  of  the  State  at  the  end 
of  the  Indian  boundary  line,  and  that  the  northern 
bonndary  must  start  eastward  from  this  point.  This 
is  not  so.  The  mistake  originates  In  confounding 
the  correspondence  required  between  the  Indian 
boundary  and  the  meridian  line,  with  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  Indian  boundary  and  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Prate.  In  ibis  matter  the  com- 
mittee and  myself,  for  once,  a^ce. 

I  said  it  was  not  the  Indian  boundary  and  the 
western  boundary  which  were  to  correspond,  but 
the  Indian  boundary  and  the  meridian  line  on 
which  the  western  Mundary  runs.    And  this  dis- 
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Let  it  be  noticed  here,  distinctly,  that  the  com- 
miuee  is  makiDg  the  description  of  the  bounda- 
ries emanate  with  Congress;  and  this  gives  the 
language  of  the  description  an  English  origin. 
Ana  let  it  be  remembered,  that  when  the  commit- 
tee wish  to  Frenchiiy  the  description  of  the  bound- 
aries, they  then  refer  to  the  constitution  of  the 
State,  which  bad  its  origin  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
where  the  population  was  mostly  French;  and  they 
eive  that  a  French  origin.  In  this  way,  they  have 
ingeniously  worked  themselves  into  the  belief, 
that  the  expression  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines"  is  a  translation  of  the  French  phrase, 
"les  rapide>  de  la  riviere  Des  Moines,"  and  that  it 
was  so  intended  by  the  convention,  and  meant  the 
"Des  Moines  rapids."  After  atuching  this  con- 
struction to  the  constitution  of  the  State,  which 
waa  adopted  among  the  French  population,  and 
therefore  had  a  sort  of  French  origm,  thev  then 
refer  back  to  the  act  of  Congress,  ana  make  the 
same  construction  attach  to  that  instrument,  the 
origin  of  which  was  clearl}^  and  purely  English. 
But  I  am  unwilling  to  submit  to  this.  The  com- 
mittee must  admit  that  the  act  of  Congress  is  pure- 
ly of  English  origin.  If  so,  the  phrase  "the  rapids 
of  the  river  Des  Moine&"  used  in  the  act,  is  not  even 
a  translation  from  the  French.  And  if  it  was  used 
in  the  act  of  Congress  without  being  a  translation 
from.the  French^  it  is  fair  to  presume  it«was  used 
in  the  constitution  without  beine  a  translation 
from  the  French  also:  and  if  so,  \i  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  phrase  by  which  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  were  designated  in 
French.  The  convention  consisted  of  forty  mem- 
bers, two  of  whom  were  Frenchmen— and  thirty- 
eight  Americans,  mostly  Virginians  and  Kentuck- 
ians — a  people  who  would  not  readily  adopt  a  French 
idiom  in  any  part  oi  America.  As,  then,  no  rapids 
in  the  Mississippi  river  arei  called  "the  rapids  of 
the  river  Des  Moines,"  and  as  this  expression  is  not 
otFrench  origin,  we  must  not  place  these  rapids 
in  the  Mississippi  river,  but  leave  them  in  the 
Des  Moines  river,  to  which  they  properly  belong. 

A  letter  of  Pierre  Chouteau,  jr.,  in  reply  to  a 
letter  of  Lieutenant  Lea,  has  been  referred  to  in 
his  report,  and  the  committee  seems  to  have  ex- 
tractea  from  that  report.  He  says:  "Yours  of  the 
15th  instant  requests  me  to  state  by  what  appella- 
tion the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  river  rapids  *oV  the 
Mississippi  are  generally  known  among  the  French 
inhabiiinisof  the  country.  In  reply,  1  beg  to  state 
that  I  have  never  known  them  designated  otherwise 
than  as  ^les  rapidet  de  la  riviire  Des  Moines^  and 
*ks  rapides  de  la  riviire  de  la  Rocke.* "  I  have  no 
doubt  this  is  so,  and  yet  I  do  not  know  it,  although 
a  Missourian;  and  I  think  1  hazard  very  little  in 
saying,  that  not  a  single  member  of  Congress  knew 
it  when  the  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  people 
of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  constitution.  II  so, 
thev  described  the  bourdaries  of  the  intended  State 
without  any  reference  to  the  French  name  of  the 
rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river;  and  no  doubt,  in 
usfng  the  same  language,  the  convention  did  the 
same  thing.  Mr.  Chouteau  does  not  say  that  the 
convention  called  for  rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
river.    In  his  letter  there  is  no  such  assertion. 

Bat  another  item  of  evidence  given  by  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report,  to  show  that  the  convention 
called  for  the  "Des  Moines  rapids"  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  is,  that,  "as  early  as  1799,  the  French 
governor-general  granted  to  Louis  Honore  a  tract 
of  land,  to  adioin  *aQZ  rapides  de  la  riviire  des 
Moines;'  and  the  validity  of  this  gram,  upon  this 
detcriptive  call,  has  been  affirmed  by  Congress 
within  the  last  few  years."  See  page  10,  report 
of  184S.  This  piece  of  testimony  is  of  the  same 
character  with  tne  other— only  weaker,  being  built 
upon  the  other.  Congress  confirmed  the  grant  to 
Louis  Honore,  because  the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi 
were  called  by  the  French  "  aux  rapides  de  la 
rivj^re  des  Moines;"  and  the  committee  now  intro- 
duces this  confirmation  as  further  evidence  that 
the  rapids  were  so  called.  The  confirmation  proves 
no  such  thing.  But  /tdmit  these  rapids  were  so 
called,  and  it  does  not  prove  that  "the  rapids  of  the 
river  Des  Moines"  are  the  "  Des  Moines  rapids'' 
of  the  Mississippi.  Just  as  well  might  you  say  that 
**the  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines"  are  the  "Des 
Moines  rapids"  of  the  Mississippi.  The  language 
is  of  precisely  the  same  import.  But  a  confirma- 
tion of  a  title  to  a  small  tract  of  land  is  by  no  means 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  claimant  was  entitled 
to  the  land.  It  is  well  known,  and  unfortunate, 
too,  that  the  best  claims  are  sometimes  neglected  by 
-^ress,  while  the  most  iniquitous  are  sometimes 


granted.  The  "  Des  Moines  rapids"  are  in  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  are  known  by  that  name;  but 
these  are  one  rapids,  and  "  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Des  Moines"  another,  and  a  totally  different  and 
distinct  rapids,  to  be  found  in  another  and  a  totally 
different  and  distinct  place. 

The  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river  bad  a  distinct 
name,  by  which  they  were  well  known.  Your 
committee  .says,  by  the  French,  tbey  "were  known 
by  the  name  'les  rapidesde  la  riviere  des  Moines;'" 
"by  the  Americans,  they  were  called  the  *Des 
Moines  rapids.' "  "Both  these  phrases  aie  names, 
and  not  descriptions,"  says  the  coromiilee.  See 
report  1842,  page  10.  This  is  tree:  they  are  names; 
and  these  names  were  well  known  to  many  per- 
sons, and  had  been  for  many  years,  before  the  State 
Government  was  formed.  Kow,  if  the  convention 
had  intended  to  refer  to  these  rapids,  would  they 
not  have  used  one  or  the  other  of  these  names?  If 
they  had  wanted  to  call  for  these  rapids,  is  it  pos- 
sible that,  out  of  forty  members,  the  most  intelligent 
men  in  the  country,  not  one  of  them  knew  the  name 
of  a  rapids  so  noted  as  the  committee  represents 
this  to  Del  Is  it  not  incredible,  if  they  intended  to 
refer  to  these  rapids,  that  they  should  have  diopped 
the  true  name  in  both  languages,  and  have  used  a 
name  by  which  these  rapids  were  never  known, 
either  before  or  aflerwardsl  Would  they  not  have 
used  the  very  name  by  which  the  rapids  were 
known?  Would  they  not  have  made  the  matter 
still  more  certain,  by  saying  "the  Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  river?  This  would  have 
fixed  the  rapids  beyond  all  dispute  in  the  Mi.^sis- 
sippi  river;  and  how  perfectly  "easy"  this  would 
have  been. 

The  convention  did  not  use  either  one  or  the 
other  of  these  names;  the  convention  used  no  name 
— ^and  for  the  very  best  reason  in  the  world  they 
used  no  name:  that  is,  because  the  rapids  which 
they  referred  to  had  no  name.  They  were  but  lit- 
tle known.  They  were  high  up  in  a  wilderness. 
An  occasional  hunter  had  seen  them;  the  trappers 
had  sometimes  passed  them  in  their  canoes;  per- 
haps a  few  traders  had  seen  them;  and  the  survey- 
or, John  C.  Sullivan,  bad  seen  them.  He  had  sur- 
veyed the  Indian  boundary  in  1816,  four  years  be- 
fore the  convention  was  held.  When  the  conven- 
tion met,  they  called  upon  him  and  other  gentlemen 
for  information  about  the  rapids:  so  we  learn  from 
the, remaining  members  of  that  convention — and 
perhaps  they  know  something  more  about  it  than 
our  commit' ee.  Sullivan  was  prepared  to  give 
them  the  information  wanted.  The  rapids  which 
he  had  visited  were  but  about  nine  miles,  or,  as  the 
witness  says,  but  "a  short  distance  north  of  the  In- 
dian boundary  line."  These  were  at  the  Great 
Bend.  The  country  was  wholly  new.  This  was, 
no  doubt,  the  first  public  notice  which  had  ever 
been  taken  of  these  rapids.  Of  course,  then,  they 
had  no  name.  The  convention  used  them  as  if 
they  had  no  name,  and  were  noticed  ii^  a  public 
manner  for  the  first  time.  It  was  certainly  not 
known  then  that  there  were  any  other  rapids  in  the 
Des  Moines  river  above.  It  is  not  possible  to  mag- 
nify anvthing  into  a  rapids  which  can  be  found  be- 
low. The  phrase  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines"  was  used  as  a  description,  and  not  as  a 
name.  Of  course,  the  description  belongs  only  to 
rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river.  It  could  not  de- 
scribe the  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river. 

"Les  rapides  de  la  riviire  Des  Moines."  "The 
Des  Moines  rapids."  By  the  first,  the  French,  and 
by  the  latter,  the  Americans,  called  the  rapids  in 
the  Mississippi  river.  "Both  these  phrases  are 
names,  and  not  descriptions."  So  says  our  commit- 
tee; and  in  this  they  are  correct.  These  names 
are  quoted  wherever  we  find  them.  So  are  all 
names  made  up  of  phrases;  and  especially  when 
of  long  use  and  standing,  they  are  almost  invaria- 
bly used  as  (jaotations.  It  is  probable  that  this  prac- 
tice of  quoting  names  and  phrases  has  been  fol- 
lowed nowhere  more  closely  than  by  our  conven- 
tion in  forming  the  constitution  of  Missouri.  Even 
the  words  and  phrases,  "Senate,"  "House  of  Rep- 
resentatives," "  Gkneral  Assembly,"  "  Supreme 
Court,"  "  Chancellor,"  "circuit  courts,"  "State  of 
Missouri,"  "against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
State,"  "great  seal  of  the  State  of  Missouri;"  all 
these  are  marked  in  the  constitution  as  quotations. 
And  yet  the  phrase,  "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des 
Moines,"  is  not  used  in  the  constitution  as  a  quo- 
tation; and  it  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  conven- 
tion did  not  use  it  as  a  name.  If  they  had  trans- 
Jated  it  from  the  French,  they  wonid  have  used  it  as 
a  quotation  more  readily  than  evjr.    If  they  had 
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used  it  as  an  awkward  stagger  for  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  river,  they  would  iKtill 
have  used  it  as  a  quotation,  under  the  supposition 
that  they  had  staggered  upon  the  right  name.  But 
they  did  not  use  it  as  a  quotation,  apd  of  coarse  not 
as  a  name,  but  merely  as  a  description.  The  term 
"Des  Moine-s  rapids''  would  have  been  used  and 
quoted  as  a  name,  because  it  was  a  name  of  lopig 
standing,  and  well  known.  But  the  committee 
stultify  themselves  in  attempting  to  stultify  our  con- 
vention. They  ought  to  oelieve  that  tlie  conveo- 
tion  meant  what  they  said,  and  said  what  they 
meant,  and  knew  what  they  were  doing. 

The  history  of  this  matter  shows  that  there  was 
nothing  French  about  it — not  even  a  translation  of 
the  name  of  the  rapids  of  the  Mississi|^i  riv^. 
The  words  used  in  the  constitution,  in  describing 
the  boundaries  of  Missouri,  are  the  same  as  the 
words  used  in  the  act  of  Congress  for  that  parpose. 
The  act  of  Congress,  I  have  stated  before,  was 
drawn  up  in  this  place,  by  the  honorable  John 
Scoti,  who  was  then  the  Delegate  in  this  Huasc 
from  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  who,  with  the 
aid  of  the  committee,  gave  birth  and  origin  to  the 
act,  and  to  the  memorable  phrase,  "the  rapids  of 
the  river  Des  Moines,"  and  particularly  to  the  use 
of  the  memorable  "of,"  which  has  plaved  so  con- 
spicuous a  part  in  all  this  difficulty.  It  woold  be 
rather  awkward  to  say  "the  rapids  inthe river  Des 
Moines"  in  the  Mississippi  river;  and  yet  the  ex- 
pression, "the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines"  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  is  of  precisely  thesame  char- 
acter and  import.  And  this  latter,  according  to  the 
committee,  is  the  mode  of  expression  used  by  tbe 
convention,  only  made  complete.  But  neither  the 
Congress  which  passed  the  act,  nor  the  convention 
which  adopted  the  constitution,  was  tbe  place  in 
which  to  find  such  an  awkward  use,  or  such  an 
abuse,  of  our  language,  as  tbe  committee  are  dis- 
posed to  fasten  upon  them. 

Besides  all  this,  ''the  Des  Moines  rapids"  of  the 
Mississippi  river  were  unfit  to  fix  a  boundary. 
They  were  too  long.  To  call  for  them  to  fix  the 
northern  boundary,  was  like  calling  for  the  Missis- 
sippi river  itself  A  whole  range  of  conniies  would 
have  been  left  in  uncenainty  by  such  a  call.  The 
convention  wanted  a  point  to  run  to,  not  a  line  as 
long  as  some  of  our  States.  They  never  called  for 
a  line  fourteen  miles  long,  instead  of  a  point  but 
eighty  yards  long.  A  rapids,  eighteen  inches  deep, 
falling  two  feet  in  eighty  yards,  with  a  swiA  cur- 
rent, but  eighty  yards  long,  six  hundred  feet  wide, 
falling  perpendicularly  as  upuch  as  ten  or  twelve 
inches,  for  three  or  four  hundred  feet  of  the  width 
of  the  stream,  is  as  good  a  point,  and  as  prominent 
a  monument,  as  any  State  could  ask  to  fix  her 
boundary.  And  this  is  the  description  of  tbe  rap- 
ids at  the  Great  Bend,  and  a  true  one.  The  cod- 
vemion  would  noL  have  leA  a  point  so  suitable  as 
this,  and  have  taken  a  rapids  fourteen  miles  long. 

But  "the  Des  Moines  rapids"  of  tbe  Mississippi 
river  are  "upwards  of  fourteen  miles  long."  Thiej 
"have  had  great  notoriety  since  the  date  of  tbe  first 
settlements  above  them,  and,  during  the|ieriod  that 
Louisiana  was  held  by  the  French,  were  known." 
So  says  the  committee.  If,  then,  the  convention 
had  called  for  them,  they  would  have  ascertained 
their  magnitude,  and  their  "fourteen  miles  of 
length"  and  upwards.  If  they  had  done  so,  is  it  not 
incredible  to  suppose  that  they  would  have  left  tbe 
north  boundary  "dancing^I  through  this  distance  of 
fourteen  miles,  when,  in  one  word  more,  ihey 
could  have  said  the  line  shall  ranthroufHi  thelMP- 
er  endt  the  middle^  or  the  ypper  end^  oif  "the  Des 
Moines  rapids"  of  the  Mississippi  riverl  Bni  they 
said  no  such  thing.  Is  it  not  incredible,  then,  to 
suppose  tbey  could  have  meant  any  snch  tbingi 
Does  anybody  believe  they  didi 

Congress  wanted  "natural  and  striking  okq'ects 
of  great  notoriety  and  magnitude"  in  fixing  the 
boundaries.  So  says  the  committee.  If  this  was  all 
they  wanted,  and  they  were  regardless  of  the  size 
and  shape  of  the  State,  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines 
was  the  very  thing.  This  was  only  one  mile  and 
a  half  south  of  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  and  was 
a  "prominent  monument"  and  a  notable  poinL  It 
is  strange  the  convention  did  not  fix  on  this«  in  pref- 
erence to  a  rapids  fourteen  miles  in  length,  if  tbey 
were  regardless  of  the  shape  and  size  of  the  Stale. 
But  they  were  not  regardless  of  these  things.  The 
honorable  John  Scott  says  they  wanted  to  make  'Hbe 
Missouri  river  run  through  the  centre  of  the  State 
Irom  west  to  east."  This  was  natural  enoogh.and 
no  donbt  the  feelings  of  tbe  whole  coAventioa-  A 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  f  ^rritQry  of 


Juljr,  1849/ 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  QLOBE. 


347 


STth  Co]t6«**«3D  Sbss* 


3!K$simri  Boundmry  Line-^^Mr.  J.  0.  Edwards. 


H.  ot  Reps. 


MissoDri  prarped  tar  a  Ime  on  the  parallel  of  laii- 
ta^e  pasisiikCf  through  the  mouth  of  Rock  rirer. 
Thea  ihcy  wouM  have  struck  the  Des  Moines  six- 
i^orseirenty  miles  above  the  mouth,  if  not  more. 
For  want  of  information,  it  was  impossible  for  Vbem 
to  be  entirely  accurate;  and  they  might  still  have 
fkiled  to  get  an  equal  amount  of  territory  on  each 
nde  of  the  Misroari  river. 

The  expression  **down  the  middle  of  the  main 
fork  of  the  Des  Moines"  is  used  in 'the  Constitu- 
ioa.  "The  main  fork"  was  used  to  mean  some- 
:hlDg.  It  must  have  been  known  there  was  no 
fork  n*ear  the  mouth.  The  hunters  and  trappers 
lad  no  doubt  been  up  the  river  some  distance. 
9ullivan  and  his  party  had  not  travelled  up  the 
iver,  but  had  gone  across  the  country  from  the  In- 
iian  boandary  to  the  rapids.  He  may  have  be- 
loved another  branch  of  the  river  put  in  ai  the 
lortbem  point  of  the  Great  Bend.  But  near  the 
nouth  of  the  Des  Moines  it  must  have  been  well 
mown  there  was  no  fork;  and  the  convention  had 
nformation,  no  doubt,  that  there  was  no  fork  with- 
n  any  short  distance  of  the  mouth— certainly  not 
within  the  reach  even  of  the  upper  end  of  the 
Des  Moines  rapids"  of  the  Mississippi  river.  If 
0,  then  the  convention  did  not  call  lor  these  rap- 
is,  but  for  a  point  much  higher  up  the  Des  Moines 
iver,  and  above  the  "fork*"  of  that  river,  as  they 
apposed. 

The  committee,  in  the  report  of  1840,  says:  "It 
f  preposterous  to  suppose  that  Oongress,  aiier  act- 
n^  with  so  much  precision  on  all  the  other  lines  of 
Missouri,  should  leave  the  northern  one  dancing 
ibout  between  four  or  five  unknown,  nameless, 
.nd  inconsiderable  rapids,  over  a  breadth  of  fifty 
Qiles  of  country,  the  extent  of  which  was  then  im- 
:nown."  "Unknown,  nameless,  and  inconsidera- 
te rapids."  They  were  "  unknown;"  and  this  is 
he  very  reason  why  the  precise  rapids  were  not 
lesignated.  We  have  no  evidence  that  the  con- 
tention knew  of  the  existence  of  any  more  than 
ne  rapids  in  the  river  Des  Moines  when  the  con- 
tiioUon  was  formed,  and  the  north  boandary  was 
ot  intended  to  be  left  "dancing"  between  several 
apids;  yet,  unfortunately,  such  seems  to  have  been 
\ie  case,  from  oar  recent  surveys.  But,  as  we  claim 
be  lowest  rapids  in  the  river,  it  is  not  very  im- 
portant that  we  were  ignorant  of  the  existence  of 
ny  above  them.  The  discovery  of  these  addi- 
onal  rapids  will  hardly  change  our  boundary, 
nd  drive  us  from  the  Des  Moines  into  the  MJs- 
issippi,  if  we  were  entitled  to  rapids  in  the  former 
Iver  originally. 

The  committee  says,  in  the  report  of  1842,  that 
le  people  of  Missouri  Territory,  in  their  petition 
)  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  "indicate,  generally, 
)  Congress,  a  boundary  for  their  future  State;  and 
ley  urge,  both  with  good  sense  and  force,  its  ado]>> 
on  by  Congress,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  *in- 
lade  all  the  country  to  the  north  and  west  to  which 
le  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished;'  and  vet  the 
ne  to  which  Missouri  now  claims  is  considerably 
>  the  north  of  what  then  formed  the  Indian  ces- 
ion."  rSee  page  6.]  We  admit  all  thi^  and  if  it 
e  true  (hat  ine  people  of  the  Territory  thus  peti- 
oned,  then  we  offer  this  fact,  and  the  fact  that  the 
orthem  boundary  of  the  Stale  is  not  required  to 
9rrespond  with  4be  north  Indian  boandary,  as  an- 
ther evidence  that  this  Indian  boandary  was*  not 
itended  to  be  the  State  boundary.  The  convention, 
have  no  doabt,  intended  to  make  the  meridian  lioe 
n  which  the  western  Slate  boundary  runs,  and  the 
'estern  Indian  boundary  line,  correspond,  so  far  as 
)  make  them  run  upon  the  same  track;  because 
le  impression  was,  that  they  did  run  upon  the  same 
ack.  I  admit  they  failed  to  do  so.  If  they  had 
itended  the  Indian  boundary  north  to  be  the  Stale 
Tundary  north,  they  would  of  course  have  required 
lese  two  lines  to  correspond  also.  But  the  con- 
ention  did  not  require  these  two  lines  to  corres- 
)od;  and  it  is,  therefore,  clear  that  they  did  not 
itend  this  Indian  boundary  to  be  the  State  bonndarj. 
'hen,  where  did  they  intend  to  put  the  State  bonnd- 
ryl  Your  commiUee  says,  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
tory  petitioned  for  "aH  the  country  to  the  north 
ad  west  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extin- 
aished.''  If  so,  they  would  not  themselves,  by 
leir  convention,  have  adopted  a  boundary  south  of 
le  old  Indian  boundary,  inclading  less  territory 
lan  they  prayed  for.  By  doing  so,  they  would  not 
ive  "included  all  the  country  to  the  north  and 
est  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extingutsh- 
l."  Then,  the  convention  could  not  have  intend- 
l  to  fix  the  northern  boundary  south  of  the  old  In- 
ian  boundary.  If  so,  it  follows  that  th^  State  bound* 


ary  cannot  call  for  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,"  in  the 
Biissiasippi  river,  because,  even  the  upper  end  of 
these  rapids  are  several  miles  south  of  the  Indian 
boundary.  If  the  convention  did  not  intend  the  In- 
dian boundary  to  be  the  State  boundary,  (and  this 
they  clearly  did  not  intend,)  and  if  the  convention 
didnotjntend  to  locate  this  boundary  south  of  the 
old  Indian  boundary,  (and  this,  iust  as  clearly,  they 
did  not  intend,)  then  it  follows  that  they  located  the 
State  boundary  north  of  the  old  Indian  boundary. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  this  peti- 
tion to  which*  your  committee  refers.  A  close  ex- 
amination of  it  might  throw  some  additional  light 
on  this  subject  If  1  understand  t^e  committee  cor* 
reclly,  they  say  the  petitioners  asked  for  all  the 
country  "to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extin- 
guished;" but  they  do  not  say  that  the  petitioners 
ask  for  no  more  country  than  that  "to  which  the  In- 
dian title  had  been  extinguished;"  and  yet  they 
leave  the  impression  that  the  petitioners  did  ask  for 
no  more,  ana  that  they  acted  "both  with  good  sense 
and  force**  in  asking  for  no  more.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  this  petition;  and  I  regret  that  I  have 
not,  because  I  have  a  memorial  on  this  subject,  of  a 
character  rery  difl^erent  from  that  petition;  and  a 
memorial,  too,  from  the  highest  authority  in  the 
Territory.  It  is  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  adopted  at  St.  Louis,  the 
9-2d  day  of  November  1818,  a  little  more  than  a 
Year  belore  the  act  of  Congress  was  passed  to  au- 
thorize the  people  of  the  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government;  and  this  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  select  committee  which  draught- 
ed said  act  of  Congress,  on  the  8th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, lB19~but  a  little  more  than  three  months  be- 
fore said  act  of  Congress  was  passed.  It  is  hardly 
probable  that  anything  of  a  later  date,  on  this  sub- 
ject, was  presented  to  Congress.  Now,  this  memo* 
rial,  in  describing  the  boundaries  prayed  for  by  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  says:  "Tnence,  due  north, 
to  a  point  due  west  of  the  MOUTH  OF  ROCK 
RIVcRj  thence,  due  east,  to  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi,  OPPOSITE  THE 
MOUTH  OF  ROCK  RIVER."  (See  Executive 
Pafjers,  vol.  1,  1st  sess.  16th  Congress,  doc.  No.  4. 
This  memorial  will  be  found  as  quoted,  and  at  the 
place  referred  to.)  The  boundary  here  f>rayed  for 
IS  even  north  of  the  parallel  of  latitude  running 
through  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  at  the 
Qreat  Bend  in  said  river.  It  is  clear,  from  this 
memorial,  that  the  wish  and  the  general  sense  of 
the  people  of  the  Territory  was,  that  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Slate  should  be  located  north  of  the 
old  Indian  boundary. 

At  that  early  day,  when  the  country  was  hardly 
known,  and  when  the  territory  prayed  lor  was 
deemed  of  little  or  |no  value,  and  when  this  Gov- 
ernment was  as  anxious  to  foster  the  interests  and 
grant  the  prayers  of  Missouri  as  she  is  now  to 
countenance  the  demands'  and  to  aid  the  encroach- 
ments and  to  encourage  the  groundless  pretensions 
of  Iowa,  Congress  would  not  nave  hesitated  to  grant 
the  territory  which  the  people  petitioned  for.  If  I 
am  asl^ed  why  the  act  of  Congress  and  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State  did  not  call  for  the  precise 
boundaries  prayed  for  in  this  memorial,  and  es- 

Kcially  for  the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  I  answer, 
y  giving  the  words  of  the  honorable  John  Scott, 
who  was  then  our  Delegate  in  Coneress,  and  who 
drew  up  the  act  of  Congress,  and  who  was  also  in 
the  convention  which  formed  the  con5tituiion  of  the 
State.  He  says  that,  at  the  time  the  act  was  passed, 
he  conversed  with  several,  who  had  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  country,  about  the  boundaries;  "and 
they  all  concurred  that  it  would  be  useless  to  em- 
brace that  part  of  the  country  that  would  lie  be- 
tween the  river  Des  Moines  and  the  Mississippi, 
as  it  was  a  mere  gore— a  low  willow  bar  between 
the  Missfssippi  and  Des  Moines  river,  as  they  said, 
running  nearly  parallel  for  some  sixty  miles."  (H. 
Doc.  48,  p.  8,  3d  ses?.,  27th  Congress.)  For  this 
reason,  the  act  of  Congress  did  not  call  for  the 
mouth  $f  Rock  river,  but  stopped  the  northern 
boundary  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines. 
In  adopting  the  constitution,  the  convention  follow- 
ed the  act  of  Congress,  l>y  using  the  same  lan- 
guage in  describing  the  boundaries.  The  bound- 
ary prayed  for  in  this  memorial  annihilates  the 
idea  that  the  "Des  Moines  rapids,'*  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  were  called  for  to  fix  the  parallel  of 
latitude  on  which  the  northern  boundary  was  to 
run.  If  any  object,  not  in  the  northern  line  itsell, 
had  been  called  for  to  fix  that  line,  it  would,  under 
this  memorial,  have  been  the  mouth  of  Rock  river, 
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and  not  the  rapids  at  the  mouth  of  the  IX^s  Moines 
river. 

The  committee  have  dragged  inio  their  report 
the  recent  legislation  of  Congress,  the  legislation  of 
Missouri,  old  and  new  Indian  treaties,  old  and 
new  maps  and  map-makers,  and  all  other  sorts  of 
rubbish  conceivable.  I  have  neither  time  nor  in- 
clination now  to  undertake  the  useless  task  of  wa- 
ding through  all  this  trash. 

The  boundaries  of  Missouri  w^re  fixed  by  her 
constitution.  With  this  constitution  fixing  her 
boundaries,  Congress  admitted  the  State  imo  the 
Union.  By  this  admission,  Congress  sanctioned 
the  boundaries  adopted  by  the  State.  As  these 
boundaries  were  fixed  originally,  so  ihey  remain  to 
this  day,  except  where  they  have  been  altered  by 
consent  of  both  parties — the  State  and  the  United 
States— in  a  legal  aud  constltutiooal  manner.  By 
a  simple  act,  Congress  can  give  her  consent  to  alter 
a  boundary.  Not  so  with  the  Stale  of  Missouri. 
Her  boundaries  are  part  of  her  const] tuiional  law. 
They  can  t>e  altered  only  as  she  alters  her  constitu- 
tion, and  in  but  one  of  two  ways:  1st,  by  a  conven- 
tion; 2d,  bv  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of 
the  Legislature  at  two  successive  sessions.  This 
has  never  been  done  except  in  one  case,  and  that 
case  not  in  reference  to  the  territory  now  in  dispute. 
The  western  boundary,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Missouri  river,  was  so  changed  as  to  take  the 
Platte  country  into  the  State.  This  was  done  by 
changing  our  constitution,  and  then  getting  an 
act  ofCongress  approving  that  change.  Our  bound- 
aries, then,  stand  to  this  day  just  as  they  were  fished 
originally,  with  the  exception  named. 

It  will  be  useless,  then,  to  trouble  the  committee 
by  examining  Indian  treaties,  the  legislation  of 
Congress  in  forming  land  districts,  the  legislation  of 
Missouri  in  forming  new  counties,  the  action  of 
blundering  treaty- makers,  or  the  maps  of  still  more 
blundering  map-makers,  who  have  never  succeeded 
in  giving  accurately  even  the  boundaries  of  all  our 
counties,  and  even  where  they  have  been  designated 
by  range,  township,  and  sectional  lines;  much  less 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  which  we  not  only  con- 
cede, but  contend,  were  never  defined  and  run  and 
marked  till  recentlv.  Blundering  in  legislating,  in 
treaty -making,  and  mapmaking,  cannot  alter  our 
constitutional  boundaries.  I  shall  pass  over  all 
this  rubbish,  then,  and  devote  my  limited  time  to 
more  important  matters. 

The  committee  determines  on  the  old  Indian 
boundary  as  the  Stale  boundary.  This  is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  the  State  boundary:  because  it  is  not  a 
parallel  of  latitude,  and  the  State  boundary  is  a 
parallel  of  latitude.  And  further:  it  is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  the  State  boundary;  because  the  State 
boundary  is  a  parallel  of  latitude  passing  through 
"the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moines;''  and  no  par- 
allel of  latitude  which  touches  any  part  of  the  north 
Indian  boundary  line  can  touch  any  "i«pids  of  the 
river  Des  Moines,"  or  any  part  of  the  "Des  Moines 
rapids"  in  the  Mississippi  river.  If  the  conven- 
tion had  intended  the  Indian  boundary  to  be  the 
State  boundary  north,  they  would  have  said  so,  and 
would  have  required  the  Indian  boundary  and  the 
State  boundary  to  correspond.  A  failure  to  do  so, 
is  conclusive  evidence  that  they  did  not  intend  the 
Indian  boundary  to  be  the  State  boundary  on  the 
north.  Besides,  the  Committee  on  Territories  ad- 
mit, in  their  reports  both  of  1840  and  1842,  that  the 
Indian  boundary  line  is  not  the  State  boondary^ 
line.  (See  pages  8  and  11,  H.  Doc.  3, 1840;  an4l 
page  II,  H.  Doc.  791, 1842.) 

Let  us  next  examine  the  western  boundary.  This 
is  not  without  its  difficulty,  too;  yet  there  is  none 
of  a  character  very  serious  about  it.  The  meridian 
Hue  on  which  the  western  boundary  runs,  is  re- 
quired to  correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary. 
The  Indian  boundarv  runs  from  a  point  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  onposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  one  hundred  miles 
north.  It  is  urged  that  this  correspondence  will 
arrest  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  at  the  end 
of  the  Indian  boundary  line,  and  that  the  northern 
boundary  must  start  eastward  from  this  point.  This 
is  not  so.  The  mistake  originates  in  confounding 
the  correspondence  required  between  the  Indian 
boundary  and  the  meridian  line,  with  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  Indian  boundary  and  the  wft<tera 
boundary  of  the  Prate.  In  this  matter  the  com- 
mittee and  myself,  for  once,  a^ee. 

I  said  it  was  not  the  Indian  boundary  and  the 
western  boundary  which  were  to  correspond,  but 
the  Indian  boundary  and  the  meridian  line  on 
which  the  western  tjoundar^  runs,    And  this  *»*•- 
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tincUoa  will  be  found  important  in  settling  this 
point.  The  difficulty  in  reference  to  the  western 
boundary  is  in  these  words:  "making  the  said  line 
correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary  line."  "Said 
line.''    What  line  do  these  words  refer  tol 

In  describing  the  boundaries,  the  words  "said 
line"  are  once  used,  and  the  words  "Indian  bound- 
ary line"  are  once  used;  and  the  word  "line"  is 
nowhere  else  used  in  the  description,  except  where 
it  is  qualified  by  the  word  "meridian,"  making  in  a 
"meridian  line."  Of  the  correctness  of  this  asser- 
tion anybody  will  be  convinced  by  an  inspection  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  and  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Missouri.  Let  us  begin  to  read  at 
the  southwestern  corner  of  the  State.  The  bound- 
ary runs  "thence,  from  the  point  aforesaid,  north, 
along  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the  intersection  of 
the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passes  through  the 
rapios  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  making  the  said 
line  correspond  with  the  Indian  boundary  line." 
What  line  do  the  words  "said  line"  refer  lol  They 
must  refer  to  some  "line"  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding part  of  the  la>.  If  so,  then  thev  must  refer 
to  the  "meridian  line  passing  through  the  middle  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  same 
empties  into  the  Missouri  river."  Of  course  tliey 
do  refer  to  this,  because  no  other  line  is  mentioned 
in  the  law.  However  badly  the  description  may  be 
expressed,  if  badly  expressed,  still  the  language 
used  is  grammatical  and  accurate;  and  we  must 
take  it  as  we  find  it,  and  construe  it  accordingly. 

What  is  meant  by  making  this  "meridian  line" 
and  the  "Indian  boundary  line"  correspond!  Are 
they  to  begin  togethert  Are  they  to  run  on  the 
same  trackl  Are  thev  to  terminate  at  the  same 
pointt  If  so.  they  will  never  correspond,  because 
m  neither  or  these  particulars  do  they  agree,  and 
never  can. 

To  get  the  idea  here  to  be  conveyed,  will  require 
a  little  attention  from  those  who  do  not  understand 
the  direction  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Kansas  rivers. 
To  be  short,  the  former  runs  southeast,  and  the  lat- 
ter northeast.  The  "meridian  line"  runs  through 
the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river.  A 
line  from  the  "middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas 
river,"  running  north,  would  run  diagonally  across 
the  Missouri,  and  strike  the  bank  of  that  river 
above  a  point  which  would  be  opposite  the  middle 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river.  The  "Indian 
boundary  line"  starts  on  the  bank  of  the  Missouri 
river,  opposite  the  "middle  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Kansas  river."  The  starting-point,  then,  of  the 
Indian  boundary  line,  is  below  the  point  where  our 
"meridian  line"  strikesthe  north  bank  of  the  Missouri 
river.  In  a  stream  as  wide  as  the  Missouri,  this 
difference  q(iay  be  one  or  two  miles,  or  more,  de- 
pending upon  the  directions  of  the  two  rivers.  But 
there  is  a  difference:  no  matter  how  great  or  how 
little,  it  is  a  difference;  and  therefore  the  two  lines 
do  not  correspond  in  starting  together.  Each  line 
runs  due  north,  and  therefore  must  be  nearly  pa- 
rallel, and  consequently  they  do  not  run  together. 
Then  they  do  not  correspond  by  running  on  the 
same  track.  Nor  do  the  two  lines  correspond  bv 
terminating  at  the  same  point.  The  "Indian  bound- 
ar  V  line"  runs  one  hundred  miles  north,  and  stops. 
The  meridian  line  cannot  be  cut  short.  It  runs  to 
the  north  pole,  in  defiance  of  either  legislation  or  con- 
struction. These  linea,  then,  correspond  neither  in 
beginning  at  the  aame  point,  in  running  on  the 
same  track,  nor  in  stopping  at  the  same  point.  If 
there  be  any  corresponuence.  it  is  only  in  running 

eirallel;  and  thus  rar  they  do  almo(«t  correspond, 
utto  make  the  western  boundary  correspona  ex- 
actly with  the  "Indian  boundary  line,"  it  would 
have  to  leave  the  "meridian  line"  in  "the  middle 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,"  and  run  di- 
rectly across  the  Missouri  river  to  the  opposite 
bank,  in  a  direction  nearly  northeast,  till  it  struck 
the  beginning  of  the  "Indian  boundary  line,"  and 
from  thence  directly  north  with  the  "Indian  bound- 
ary line."  No  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
or  of  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  can  require  this. 
Then,  there  Is  no  correspondence  except  in  run- 
ning virtually  parallel;  and  therefore  the  starting- 
point  of  the  northern  boundary  is  not  affected  by 
the  correspondence  re<juired  between  the  Indian 
boundary  and  the  mendian  line,  on  which  the 
western  boundary  is  required  to  run. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  A.  0. 
Dodob]  has  invoked  the  spirit  of  abolition  against 
us.  This  was  useless  and  wrong.  The  two  sob- 
jecto  have  no  affinity.  This  question  should  be  de- 
cided upon  its  own  merits,  uesays  the  people  in 
the  disputed  territorj  will  never  live  in  the  State 


of  Missouri,  "on  account  of  their  repugnance  to 
the  institution  of  domestic  slavery."  This  mav  or 
may  not  be  so.  In  1831,  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
souri asserted  her  claim  to  the  disputed  territory, 
and  memoralized  Congress  to  have  the  boundary 
run.  The  country  in  dispute  then  belonged  to  the 
Indians,  and  was  not  ceded  to  the  United  Sutes  till 
1832,  one  year  afterwards.  The  white  settlements 
commenced  there  after  this  time,  and  after  they 
knew  that  Missouri  claimed  the  country;  and  of 
course  they  settled  there,  determined,  like  good 
citizens,  to  abide  the  result  of  the  cape.  Many  of 
them  may  have  expected  to  be  in  Missouri  as  soon 
/IS  this  case  was  determined.  But  admit  that  this 
is  not  SO.  Admit  that  the  people  in  the  territory 
are  all  Aboliiionists,  if  the  gentleman  prefers  it. 
Will  this  alter  the  law  fixing  the  boundary  of  the 
Stale!  Will  this  change  the  constitution  of  the 
State,  as  sanctioned  by  the  act  of  Congress  admit- 
ting the  Slate  into  the  Union!  Surely  not.  Will 
it  change  the  facts  of  the  easel  Surely  not.  Then 
why  invoke  the  spirit  of  abolition!  Let  the  case 
be  decided  according  to  the  law  and  the  facts.  You 
will  act  wrong  to  decide  it  otherwise. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Q.  Davis]  invokes  the  spirit  of  cupidity  against  us. 
He  says  the  lands  belonging  to  the  half-breed  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians  are  bounded  on  the  north  by  an 
extension  of  the  northern  boundary  of  Missouri  to 
the  Mississippi  river;  and  if  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  is  north  of  the  old  Indian  boundary, 
then  the  half-breeds  will  be  entitled  to  more  land. 
The  gentleman,  although  he  has  made  two  reports 
upon  this  subject,  seems  yet  to  have  wholly  mis- 
taken the  nature  of  the  question.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  expediency,  or  of  dollars  and  cents;  it  is  a 
question  of  law  and  of  fact;  and  if  you  attempt  to 
cheat  the  Indians  out  of  what  they  are  entitled  to, 
by  first  cheating  Missouri  out  of  the  boundary  she 
is  entitled  to,  still  you  will  fail  to  accomplish  your 
object.  If  you  have  bounded  their  lands  by  the 
north  boundary  of  Missouri,  and  not  by  the  old  In- 
dian boundary,  you  cannot  force  them  to  take  the 
Indian  boundary  instead  of  the  State  boundary, 
merely  by  attempting  to  pot  the  State  boundary  where 
legally  it  does  not  exist,  and  never  can  run.  Sup- 
pose you  fix  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Slate  on 
the  Indian  boundary,  when  it  is  not  there:  will  that 
cut  the  Indians  out  of  their  right  to  the  true  State 
boundary,  if  they  are  entitled  to  the  State  bound- 
ary! Sorely  not.  No  court  of  justice  would  de- 
cide so;  and  even  if  we  make  the  magnanimous  at- 
tempt, we  shall  still  fail  to  cheat  the  Indians  out  of 
the  boundary  to  which  they  are  entitled.  They  will 
hold  the  lands  which  you  have  vested  in  them,  in 
defiance  of  any  subsequent  legislation  of  yours. 
But,  admitting  that  this  Gk)Vemment  could  obtain 
some  lands  by  cheating  the  half-breeds:  would  that 
be  a  ground  for  attempting  to  alter  the  constitu- 
tional boundaries  of  Missouri!  Surely  not;  and 
such  an  argument  ought  not  to  be  urged  or  coun- 
tenanced. 

Both  of  these  honorable  gentlemen  invoke  the 
spirit  of  prejudice  against  our  claim.  They  urga 
tnat  Missouri  is  already  a  large  State-i-a  great 
State — a  giant  State.  Admit  all  this.  She  has  a 
fruitful  soil  and  a  healthy  climate.  She  abounds 
in  the  richest  minerals,  ana  has  the  finest  navigable 
streams  in  the  world.  She  has  clear  springs,  and 
rich  groves,  and  healthy  hills^  and  verdant  valleys, 
and  the  most  beautiful  prairies  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  She  has  a  large  territory,  and  a  population 
increasing  with  astonishing  rapidity,  and  must,  at 
no  distant  day,  be  one  of  the  first  Stales  in  the 
Union.  She  is  not  in  debt.  Admit  all  this,  and 
that  this  flattering  picture  does  not  eoual  the  reality; 
and  still  this  will  not  change  our  rights, or  compen- 
sate Missouri  for  the  loss  of  part  of  her  territory. 
These  things  do  noi  impair  her  claim.  She  is  not 
censurable  for  their  existence.  She  cannot  pre- 
vent it.  Missouri  was  created  for  a  mighty  em- 
pire, and  cannot  fail  to  fulfil  her  destiny,  if  not  op- 
pressed too  much  by  legislation.  If  let  alone,  her 
citizens  will  work  their  way  to  wealth,  to  happi- 
ness, to  prosperity,  and  to  greatness.  But  her  ex- 
tent and  immense  natural  advantages  do  not  change 
her  boundaries.  They  are  now  as  they  stood  origin- 
allt;  and  must  so  remain,  until  they  are  altered, 
with  the  consent,  not  *only  of  this  Government,  but 
of  the  State  Government  also.  Then,  not  even  the 
spirit  of  prejudice  should  be  invoked  against  us. 
Give  us  a  fair  decision. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Iowa  charges  us 
with  grasping  for  more  territory.  This  is  a  mis* 
take.    We  would^&ot  willingly  encroach  upon  our 


neighbor.  We  feel  a  deep  interest  in  her  welfiare 
and  prosperity,  and  in  her  itnprovcment  and  ad- 
vancement to  the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Confederacy.  But  she  has  ample  terri- 
tory, and  enough  to  spare  for  two  more  States^ 
Iowa  is  encroaching  on  us,  and  grasping  part  of 
our  territory;  and  the  United  States,  like  all  tender 
mothers,  is  taking  sides  with  her  infant -cbikl 
against  the  older  one,  in  sustaining  her  ground- 
less pretensions.  This  course  is  well  enooeh  with 
children;  but  we  are  engaged  in  no  child^s  play. 
We  are  in  earnest  in  assert mg  our  rights  W« 
do  not  ask  for  more  territory.  We  claite  that 
which  is  already  our  own.  To  this  we  are  enti- 
tled. This  we  intend  to  have.  We  ask  yon  to 
examine  our  case  impartially,  iff^uean,  Ifyoa 
cannot,  as  impartially  as  you  can.  Do  not  charge 
us  with  grasping  what  is  not  our  own.  The  ter* 
ritory  we  claim  is  our  own.  Yon  will  find  it  so. 
when  you  examine  the  case.  Weigh  the  law  and 
the  facts  of  our  case  for  yourselves,  and  then  giTe 
us  such  a  decision,  on  the  law  and  the  facts,  as 
would  be  given  in  any  coutt  of  jo.stice.  Wc  ask 
for  noihing  more;  we  will  submit  to  nothing 
less. 

[The  following  speech  was  made  at  the  ^d  ses- 
sion of  the  27ih  Congress,  as  will  be  seen  by  iu 
date;  but  it  was  not  written  out  by  the  member  and 
delivered  to  us  until  after  the  Appendix  for  that 
session  was  completed,  which  will  account  for  its 
appearance  in  this.volume.] 

SPEECH  OF  MrTa.  H.  H.  STUART, 

OF  VIRGINIA, 
In  the  House  of  Jiepre9entativet,  July  7f    1843 — 
On  the  bill  "to  provide  revenue  from  imports,  and 
to  change  and  modify  existing  laws  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes.*' 

The  bill  being  under  consideration  in  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  H.  H.  STUART,  of  Vir- 
ginia,  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Nothing  could  be  more  gratify- 
ing to  my  feelings  than  to  witness  the  calm  and  for- 
bearing temper  in  which  tbis^ebate  has  thus  far 
been  conducted.  Heretofore,  the  introduction  ofa 
tariff  bill,  of  any  character,  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, has  been  the  signal  for  the  display  of 
the  most  violent  partisan  feelings  and  narrow  sec- 
tional prejudices;  but,  upon  this  occasion,  the  dis- 
cussion has  been  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  cour- 
tesy and  liberality  which,  L  am  sore,  the  whole 
country  will  join  me  in  applauding  as  highly  hon- 
orable to  the  Kepresentatives  ot  a  free  and  enlight- 
ened people. 

In  the  few  remarks  which  I  propose  to  submit,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  follow  the  good  example  of  those 
who  have  preceded  me.  I  shall  speak  my  own  sen- 
timents with  all  becoming  frankness  and  candor; 
but  I  trust  I  shall  not  so  far  forget  the  obligations 
of  decorum  and  parliamentary  propriety  as  to  assail 
rudely  the  feelings,  the  motives,  or  the  opinions  of 
those  who  are  opposed  to  me.  Freedom  of  discus- 
sion, and  toleration  of  opinion,  ar^twoof  the  vital 
principles  of  our  Republican  institutions;  and  I 
will  ever  be  among  the  last  to  disturb  or  destroy  ei- 
ther of  them. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  bOI  now 
under  consideration,  when  its  provisions  and  pur- 
poses are  rightly  understood,  admits  of  but  little  de- 
nate.  If  I  understand  it  correctly,  it  is  simply  a 
revenue  bill.  It  is  not,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation 
of  the  term,  a  bill  for  protection.  It  comes  to  as 
under  the  auspices  of  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mean.s.  Its  purpose  is  to  raise  just  so  much  money 
as  will  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  administered  with  ail  practicable 
economy;  and,  as  subordinate  to  this  primary  con- 
sideration, it  proposes,  incidentally,  to  aSord  pro- 
tection to  the  great  agricultural,  roanufactnnng, 
-  and  commercial  interests  of  the  cvHintry.  Th« 
question  of  protection  per  se,  as  something  substan- 
tive and  distinct  from  revenue,  does  notarise  under 
it;  and  I  shall,  therefore,  not  deem  it  necessary  on 
this  occasion  to  discuss  the  merits  of  thai  policy- 
In  my  opinion,  that  question  is  not  likely  soon  to 
arise;  for  I  know  no  member  of  either  House  oC 
Congress  who  desires  any  protection  to  either'  of 
the  great  interests  of  the  country,  beyond  what  will 
be  afforded  by  a  well-adjusted  revenue  tariff.  Bat 
if  there  be  any  who  go  further,  I  wish  to  announce 
1   distinctly,  in  the  outset,  that  I  am  not  one  of  then. 
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I  will  not  go  for  raisioff,  by  a  tariff,  a  single  tloUar 
more  than  the  wants  of  the  Government,  ecoDomi- 
cally  administered,  require.  Bat,  in  laying  that 
tariff,  I  will  be  at  all  limes  willing  and  desirous  so 
to  discriminate  between  the  articles  imported  as  to 
foster  and  protect  oar  home  labor  and  home  pro- 
doctions,  against  foreign  labor  and  foreign  produc- 
tions. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  this  question  lies  within  nar« 
row  limits.  The  principal  difficulties  in  regard  to 
it  arise  from  not  having  a  clear  perception  of  the 
trae  issues  involved,  and  from  confounding  collat- 
eral and  extraneous  matters  with  them.  In  order 
to  get  at  the  proper  points  of  inquiry,  I  propose  to 
separate  the  undisputed  propositions  connected  with 
the  subject  from  those  thai  are  controvericd.  This 
will  simplify  the  matter,  and  enable  us  to  pursue 
our  invesiigaiions  with  much  more  facilily.  What 
points,  then,  are  undisputedl 

1st.  All  agr^  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Government 
to  raise,  in  some  manner,  money  enough  to  defray 
its  current  expenses,  and  to  pay,  in  suitable  instal- 
ments, the  debts  it  may  owe. 

ftd.  All  agree  that  there  are,  underthe  provisions 
of  the  Constifmion,  but  three  modes  of  raising  rev- 
enue, viz;  by  imposts,  by  excises,  and  by  direct 
taxation. 

3d.  A  large  majority,  if  not  every  member  of  this 
Home,  will  agree  that  the  revenue  ought  not  to  be 
raised  by  a  direct  tax  on  land,  nor  by  that  system  of 
excises  which  Mr.  Jefi'erson  denounced  as  an  *in- 
femal  syMem,  which  should  never  have  found  a 
place  in  our  Constitution."  The  only  remaining 
way  of  raising  revenue  is  by  a  system  of  imposts 
or  duties  on  foreign  merchandise^the  system 
which  was  devised  by  the  first  Congress  at  its  first 
session,  and  which  has  prevailed  without  interrup- 
tion irom  that  time  to  the  present  day. 

I  may,  then,  venture  to  assume  it  to  be  the  sense 
of  Congress  and  the  nation  that  the  revenue  which 
we  need  is  to  be  raised  by  imposing  duties  or  taxes 
on  foreign  goods  imported  into  this  country. 

We  have  next  to  ascertain  how  much  money  is 
necessary.  .Upon  this  subject  we  have  the  estimates 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  opinions  of  the 
most  enlightened  of  our  statesmen,  showing  that 
the  current  expenditures  of  the  Government  for 
the  next  three  vears  will  be  from  twenty-two  to 
twenty-four  millions  per  annum;  and  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  amount,  three  and  a  half  millions  will 
be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
and  to  provide  a  suitable  sinking  fund  for  the  ulti- 
mate payment  of  the  principal.  These  estimates, 
and  the  data  on  which  they  are  founded,  have  been 
furnished  to  the  country  in  official  documents,  and 
in  various  speeches  which  have  been  delivered  on 
this  floor;  and,  as  no  one  has  pretended  to  show 
that  tbey  are  incorrect,  I  shall  not  undertake  now 
to  enter  into  an  examination  of  ihem,  but  will  as- 
sume that  they  present  a  fair  statement  of  the 
amount  which  the  Government  will  reouire.  And 
here  1  will  take  occasion  to  say,  that  this  estimate 
falls,  bv  several  millions,  below  the  average  annua! 
expenditure  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration, 
which  was  $28,098,965. 

Twenty-seven  millions  being  thus  shown  to  be 
necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
the  present  bill  has  been  carefully  framed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  aAer  mature  con- 
sideration of  the  views  of  the  S«^cretarv  of  the 
Treasury  and  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
to  prod  uce  that  amount.  No  gentleman  has,  du  ring 
the  course  of  this  debate,  ventured  to  say  that  it  will 
produce  more  than  twentv-seven  millions;  but  many 
have  expressed  the  belief  that  it  will  not  yield  that 
much.  The  friends  oT  the  bill  cannot,  therefore,  be 
charged  with  any  purpose  of  going  beyond  the  point 
necessary  for  revenue. 

We  now  come  to  the  great  principle  involved  in 
this  bill.  It  resolves  itself  into  this:  Shall  the 
revenue  be  levied  by  a  horizontal  system  of  ad 
tMiZ^rem  duties,  operating  alike  upon  all  articles;  or 
shall  there  be  a  just  system  of  discrimination,  with 
a  view  to  the  protection  of  our  own  industry  in  all 
its  departments! 

In  tnis  question  two  distinct  points  of  inquiry  are 
embraced.  1st.  Has  the  Government  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  make  such  discrimination!  2d. 
If  the  Government  does  possess  that  power,  is  it 
expedient  to  exercise  it! 

If  the  first  question  is  decided  in  the  negative, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  prosecuting  the  matter 
larthe  r,  fqr  if  the  power  is  not  conferred  upon  Con- 
mas  by  the  Qonstitntion^  no  ponaiderationa  of  ex- 


pediency, however  urgent,  can  ever  justify  its  ex- 
ercise. 

The  power  of  discrimination,  to  some  extent,  is 
conceded  by  the  sternest  opponents  of  the  general 
doctrine.  All  admit,  for  example,  that  gold  and 
silver  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  through  our  custom- 
houses free  of  duty.  A  large  majority  of  both  par- 
ties are  also  in  favor  of  a  like  exemption  of  tea  and 
cofiee.  To  these  instances  they  seem  to  have  paid 
no  attention,  t>ecause  they  are  of  a  negative  charac- 


however,  gentlemen  concede  the  principle  in  these 
ca.ses,  they  deny  the  right  to  discriminate  with  a 
view  to  protect  our  home  productions. 

The  general  question  of  the  constitutional  power 
of  Congress  to  have  regard,  in  laying  duties  upon 
imports,  to  our  domestic  interest,  has  been  so  often 
and  so  ably  discussed,  that  nothing  new  can  be  said 
upon  it;  and  I  shall,  therefore,  not  make  the  at- 
tempt. The  arguments  for  and  against  the  pi)wer 
have  been  spread  over  the  country,  a'od  are  acces- 
sible to  all  who  wish  to  examine  the  subject.  But 
I  have  recently  met  with  a  view  of  the  question, 
by  a  man,  in  abilities,  one  of  the  first  of  the  age, 
in  an  address  to  the  American  people  on  behalf  of 
a  convention  held  in  New  York  in  1831,  which  is 
so  condensed,  so  forcible,  so  conclusive,  that  I  can- 
not deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  submitting  an  ex- 
tract*from  it  for  the  consideration  ofthe  commit- 
ttt. 

"By  the  Constitution,  Congress  has  power  'to  lav 
^nd  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises.'  It 
'  has  power,  also,  'to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations.* 

"The  power  to  lay  duties  is  accompanied  by  one 
express  qualification  or  limitation;  which  is,  'that 
all  duties  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
Stales.*  The  power  to  regulate  commerce  has  its 
limitation  also;  which  is,  that  no  regulation  of  com- 
merce shall  give  preference  to  the  ports  of  one 
State  over  those  of  another.  And  there  is  another 
limitation,  which  may  apply  to  both  clauses — name- 
ly, that  no  export  duty  shall  ever  be  laid. 

"Here,  then,  is  a  grant  of  power  in  broad  and  gen- 
eral terms,  but  with  certain  specific  limitations, 
carefully  expressed.  But  neither  of  these  limita- 
tions applies  in  any  manner  to  that  exercise  of  t4)e 
power  which  is  now  under  consideration.  Neither 
of  them,  nor  any  other  clause  or  word  in  the  whole 
Constilutioo,  manifests  the  slightest  intention  to 
restrain  the  words  so  as  to  prohibit  Congress  from 
laying  duties  for  protection.  The  attempt  is  nothing 
less  than  to  add  a  restriction  which  the  Constitution 
has  omitted.  Who  has  authority  to  add  thisi  If 
other  restrictions  had  been  intended,  they  would 
have  been  expressed.  When  the  business  of  lim- 
itation was  before  the  convention,  what  was  omitted 
was  as  much  an  exercise  of  intention  as  what  was 
expressed.  It  stated  all  the  restraints  on  Congress 
which  it  intended;  and  to  impose  others  now  would 
be,  not  to  interpret  the  Constituti<Hi,  but  to  change 
it;  not  to  construe  the  existing  instrameBt,  but  to 
make  another. 

"The  words  of  the  grant  being  general— to  lay 
duties  and  to  regulate  commerce — their  meaning  is 
to  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  common  use 
and  import  of  language.  No  unusual  signification 
is  to  be  given  to  the  terms,  either  to  restrain  or  en- 
large their  import.  Congress,  in  its  discretion,  is 
to  lay  duties  and  to  regulate  trade  for  all  the  objects 
and  purposes  for  which  duties  are  ordinarily  laid, 
and  trade  ordinarily  regulated.  If  such  a  thing  was 
never  before  heard  or  as  laying  duties  and  regu- 
lating trade  with  a  view  to  encourage  manufactures, 
then  it  might  be  said  that  the  convention  did  not  con- 
template such  an  exercise  of  the  power  by  Con- 
gress. Rut  it  was  perfectly  known  to  the  conven- 
tion, and  to  the  people  of  this  country,  that  one 
leading  object  with  all  Gk)vemments,  in  laying  du- 
ties and  regulating  trade,  was,  and  for  a  long  time 
had  been,  the  encouragement  of  manufactures. 
This  was  emphatically  true  of  England,  whose  lan- 
guage the  convention  spoke,  and  whose  legal  and 
legislative  phraseology  was  theirs  also.  Every 
leading  state  of  Europe  was,  at  that  moment,  regu- 
lating its  commerce  for  purposes  of  this  nature. 
Such  a  purpose,  indeed,  had  been  long  sought  to  be 
accomplished  by  some  of  the  Slates  themselves,  by 
their  own  regulations  of  trade.  Massachusetts  had 
attempted  it.  New  York  had  attempted  it,  Virginia 
had  attempted  it,  and  we  believe  other  States  had 
done  the  same.  How  ineffectual  all  their  attempts 
I  ^ere,  for  want  pf  unioii  aod  a  general  system^  was 


soon  seen  and  felt  by  the  whole  country;  but  they 
show  to  what  ends,  and  to  what  uses,  the  power  to 
regulate  trade  was  understood  to  extend.  But  not 
only  in  other  nations,  and  in  the  Slates,  before  the 
adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  as  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  show  hereafler,  but  in  the  United 
States  since,  and  in  the  admin Lstratiod  of  this  very 
Constitution,  regulations  of  trade  have  been  made, 
in  almost  innumerable  instances,  wiih  no  view  to 
revenue,  but  with  a  Eole  and  exclusive  regard  to 
protection. 

'*If  our  understanding  of  the  Constitution  be  not 
according  to  its  true  meaning,  ibat  instrument  has 
been  grosslv  violated  from  the  very  beginning. 
What  are  all  the  registry  acts,  what  th^bounties  on 
the  fisheries,  but  so  many  avowed  efforts  to  protect 
American  industrv,  under  the  power  of  regulating 
trade?  On  what  foundation  does  the  whole  system 
of  the  coasting  trade  standi  The  American  ship- 
builder and  ship-owner  has  enjoyed,  from  the  first, 
(and  we  think  properly,)  not  only  protection  in  that 
trade,  but  the  monopoly  of  it.  Ue  shuts  out  all 
foreign  competition;  and  he  does  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  public  good  is  promoted  by  giving  him  this 
advantage.  We  think  he  is  right  in  asking  this, 
and  the  Government  i  ight  in  granting  it.  Yet  this 
is  not  free  trade;  it  is  prrferenrte — it  is  proUcixon; 
and  protection  6f  a  manufVi'^ture,  under  the  power 
to  regulate  trade.  The*  laws  giving  this  protec- 
tion to  the  manufacture  and  the  use  of  ships  may 
be  wise,  and  laws  protecting  other  manufactures 
maj  be  unwise.  But  the  first  cannot  be  consti- 
tutional, and  the  latter  not  constitutional.  If  there 
be  power  for  one,  there  is  power  for  both.  Both 
are  drawn  from  the  same  grant,  both  operate  by 
the  same  general  noeans,  and  both  regard  the 
same  object — the  protection,  namely,  of  American 
labor  and  capital  against  foreign  competition.  If 
it  be  said  that  the  navigation  act  is  founded  in 
national  policy,  and  that  it  is  essential  to  national 
defence  and  national  independence;  we  admit  it. 
But  we  answer,  in  the  first  place,  that  Congress 
could  not  exercise  a  power  not  granted,  merely 
because  it  might  be  useful  or  necessary;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  we  say  that  the  same  remark 
is  true  of  the  policy  of  protecting  manufactures. 
That  policy,  also,  is  essential  to  national  independ- 
ence. Iron,  hemp,  and  clothing  for  sailors  and  sol- 
diers, are  not  less  indispensable  to  national  defence 
than  ships  and  seamen.  Not  only  in  the  |^eneral 
use  of  language,  then,  does  the  power  of  laymg  du- 
ties and  regulating  trade  extend  to  the  protection, 
by  the  use  of  such  means,  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, but  such  has  been  the  constant  interpretation 
of  the  Constitution  itself. 

"We  think,  indeed,  that  when  a  general  power  is 
given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  plain  and  unambiguous  words,  their  acts 
are  constitutional  and  valid,  if  thev  are  within  the 
scope  of  the  granted  power;  and  that,  in  consider- 
ing the  validity  ofthe  law,  the  motives  ofthe  legis- 
lature can  never  be  investigated.  Having  granted 
the  power,  with  such  limits  expressed  as  were 
thought  proper,  its  exercise  within  those  limits  is 
left  to  the  discretion  of  Congress. 

"What  is  the  true  character  of  the  opposite  doc- 
trine? It  is,  that  the  constitutionality  oi  a  law  de- 
pends, not  on  its  provisions  and  enactments,  but  on 
the  motives  of  those  who  passed  it.  Is  not  such  a 
notion  newl  How  are  we  to  ascertain  the  motives 
of  a  legislaturel  Bj^  private  inquiry;  by  public 
examination;  by  conjecture!  The  law  may  be 
passed  on  mixed  motives — ^some  membecs  voting 
lor  revenue,  some  lor  protection;  or  one  House  may 
act  with  one  view,  and  the  other  House  with  an- 
other.   What  will  be  the  character  of  such  a  law? 

"According  to  this  new  theory,  if  the  motives  be 
constitulional,  then  the  act  is;  if  the  motives  be  un- 
consiitptional,  then  the  act  is  unconstitutional  also. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  a  law  passed  hy  one  Con- 
gress may  be  constitutional,  which,  if  passed  by 
another,  though  in  the  same  words,  would  be  un- 
constitutional. Besides,  on  this  theory  a  law  may 
be  unconstitutional  for  its  omissions  as  well  as  its 
enactments;  because,  in  laying  duties,  articles  may 
be  omitted,  as  well  as  articles  inserted,  from  a  de- 
sign to  favor  manufactures." 

Here  we  have  a  view  of  the  question  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  unanswerable. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
committee  whilst  I  proceed  to  etamine  into  the 
origin  and  history  of  this  doctrine  of  protection  of 
American  labor  and  industry.  Is  it  a  novel  as- 
sumption of  power  by  Congresst  Is  it  a  new  «ra- 
tem  of  policy,  which  is  now  sought  to  be  est^lislt- 
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ed,  in  opposition  to  the  ancient  practice  of  the  Gkiv- 
ernmentl  So  far  from  such  being  the  fact,  I  affirm 
that  the  doctrine  is  coeval  with  the  Constitution  it- 
self, and  thai  the  policy  is  sanctioned  and  ^^a^iained 
by  the  direct  opinions  and  practice  of  every  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  the  leading 
statesmen  of  the  country,  from  the  days  of  George 
Washington  to  the  present  time. 

If  my  time  permitted,  I  might  prove  to  yon,  by 
the  most  aaihentic  histories  of  our  Government, 
that  the  necessity  of  protecting  our  home  industry 
from  foreign  aggre^ssion  contributed  more  than 
any  other  cause  to  the  formation  and  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  con- 
sideration of  that  topic  would,  however.  lead  me 
into  too  wide  a  field  of  discussion;  ana  I  must, 
therefore,  content  myself  with  barely  adverting  to 
it,  and  pass  on  to  the  history  of  the  action  of  the 
Government  under  the  Constitution. 

The  first  Congress  assembled  in  Philadelphia 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1789;  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  failure  of  many  members  to  attend,  no  business 
was  done  fur  some  weeks.  Very  shortly  after  the 
organization  of  the  two  Houses,  petitions  began  to 
pour  in  from  all  quarters,  suggesting  that  our  "na- 
tional independence  was  but  half  obtained,"  whilst 
we  remained  dependent  on  Great  Britain  for  our 
supplies  of  the  necessaries  of  life;  and  praying  that 
Congress  would  take  the  proper  steps  to  render  the 
peo|)le  "independent  in  /ac^,as  well  as  in  ruzmtf,  by 
adopting  measures  for  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection of  American  manufactures."  These  peti« 
tions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  the  result  of 
their  deliberations  was  a  bill  for  the  imposition  of 
duties  on  foreign  merchandise.  This  bill  was 
promptly  passed  thrpugh  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  was  approved  by  President  Washington  on 
the  4th  day  of  July,  1789— that  day  being  thus  a 
second  time  consecrated,  by  the  declaration  of  com- 
mercial independence,  as  it  had  previously  been  by 
a  similar  declaration  of  political  independence. 
The  true  character  and  oojects  of  that  act  will  be 
sufficiently  manifest  when  we  advert  to  its  pre- 
amble,  which  recites  that  "whereas  it  is  necessary 
for  the  support  of  Government,  and  the  encour- 
agement of  domestic  manufactures,  that  duties  be 
laid  on  foreign  merchandise,"  dec.  This  preamble 
distinctly  connects  the  subjects  of  revenue  and  pro- 
tection, and  shows  that,  in  the  judgment  of^the 
first  Congress,  it  was  competent  for  the  National 
X^islature  to  look  to  protection,  as  well  as  to 
revenue,  in  a  system  of  imposts.  And  here  let  us 
pause  for  a  moment,  to  consider  how  much  weight 
shall  be  given  to  tne  opinion  of  that  Congress? 
We  must  recollect  that  it  was  composed  of  the 
most  illustrious  sages  and  patriots  of  the  Revolu- 
tion! We  must  remember  that  probably  one-half 
of  its  members  had  been  members  of  the  Federal 
convention  which  framed  the  Constitution,  or  of 
the  State  conventions  which  adopted  it!  They 
were  fully  acquainted  with  its  provisions,  and 
deeply  imbued  with  its  spirit!  And  that  body, 
witnin  a  year  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
passed,  without  even  a  division,  and  without  the 
suggestion  of  a  doubt  of  the  constitutional  power  to 
do  so,  a  law  distinctly  recognising  the  principle  of 
protection;  and  George  Washington,  who  had  pre- 
sided over  the  deliberations  of  the  convention,  and 
who  was  then  acting  under  the  solemn  sanctions 
of  his  presidential  oatl)  to  support  the  Constitution, 
approved  it !  And  yet  we  are  now  modestly  told 
that  the  authors  of  the  Constitution  did  not  under- 
stand its  meaning,  and  that  the  power  to  protect 
American  labor  is  an  assumption  not  warranted  by 
its  provisions!  I  must  confess,  sir,  that  I  hardly 
know  how  to  meet  such  an  assertion,  or  where  to 
find  terms,  consistent  with  parliamentary  decorum, 
to  characterize  it. 

But  let  us  trace  the  action  of  the  Government 
on  this  subject  still  furcher. 

On  the  8ih  of  January,  1790,  President  Wash- 
ington, in  his  address  to  Congress,  uses  this  em- 
phatic language: 

"The  safety  and  interest  of  the  people  require 
that  they  should  promote  such  manufactures  as 
tend  to  render  them  independent  of  others  for  es- 
sential, particularly  for  military,  supplies." 

On  the  I5ih  of  January,  1 790,  Congress  responded 
10  this  suggestion  of  the  President,  by  adopting  the 
following  resolaiion: 

**Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  propose  and  report  to  this  House 
a  proper  planorplatis,  conformably  to  the  recom- 


mendation of  the  President  in  his  speech  to  both  | 
Houses  of  Congress,  for  the  encouragement  and 
promotion  of  such  manufactories  as  will  tend  to 
render  the  United  States  independent  of  other  na- 
tions for  essential,  particularly  for  military,  sup- 
plies." 

In  conformity  with  this  resolution,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hamilton)  made  his  cele- 
braied  report  in  favor  of  protecting  American  in- 
dustry. 1  should  be  glad,  sir,  if  this  invaluable 
document  was  in  the  hands  of  every  citizen  of  this 
Republic.  The  grounds  upon  which  he  rested  the 
policy  are  very  briefly  summed  up  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraph,  which  [  commend  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  committee: 

"The  embarrassments  which  have  obstructed  the 
progress  of  our  external  trade  have  led  to  serious 
reflections  on  the  necessity  of  enlarging  the  sphere 
of  our  domestic  commerce.  The  restrictive  regu- 
lations which,  in  foreign  markets,  abridge  the  vent 
for  the  increasing  surplus  of  our  agricultural  prod- 
uce, serve  to  beget  an  earnest  de'-irc  thai  a  more 
extensive  demand  for  that  surplus  may  be  created 
at  home;  and  the  complete  success  which  has  re- 
warded manufacturing  enterpri.^e  in  some  valuable 
branches,  conspiring  with  the  promising  symptoms 
which  attend  6ome  less  mature  essays  in  others, 
justify  a  ho()e  that  the  obstacles  to  the  growth  of  this 
species  of  industry  ar>e  less  formidable  than  they 
we  re  apprehended  to  be;  and  that  it  may  notb^  dil- 
ficuUto  find,  in  its  further  extension,  a  full  indem* 
nification  for  any  external  disadvantages  which  are 
or  may  be  experienced,  as  well  as  an  accession  of 
resources  favorable  to  national  independence  and 
safety." 

For  some  years  after  this  report  was  made,  the 
American  people  were  subjectea  to  great  inconve- 
nience by  the  refusal  of  the  Governments  of  Europe 
to  enter  into  commercial  treaties  with  the  United 
Slates,  founded  upon  principles  of  justice  and  reci- 
procity. On  the  14th  of  Feoruary,  1792,  President 
Washington  brought  this  subject  to  Iht  attention  of 
Congress,  that  it  might  adopt  such  mea.sures  as  the 
interests  of  the  country  seemed  to  require.  This 
communication  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
who  made  a  report,  which  was  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Jeflferson)  "with  instruc- 
tions to  report  to  Congress  the  nature  and  extent 
of  ihe  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  commercial 
intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  the  measures  whieh  he  should  think, 
proper  to  be  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  same." 

On  the  14ih  December,  1793,  Mr.  Jefferson  made 
his  report,  from  which  I  have  extracted  the  follow- 
ing passages,  in  order  that  the  committee  and  the 
country  may  see  what  were  his  views  of  the  constitu- 
tional powers  and  duties  of  the  Government  of  the 
Unitea  States.    [Am.  State  Papers,  vol.  1,  p.  900-1.] 

"But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wishes, 
suppose  it  may  better  find  its  advantage  by  con- 
tinuing its  system  of  prohibitions,  duties,  and  regu- 
lations, it  behooves  us  to  protect  our  citizens,  their 
commerce  and  navigation,  by  counter  prohibition.^, 
duties,  and  regulations  also.  Free  commerce  and 
navigation  are  not  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  re- 
strictions and  vexations,  nor  are  they  likely  to  pro- 
duce a  relaxation  of  them. 

"The  following  principles,  being  founded  in  re- 
ciprocity, appear  perfectly  just,  and  to  offer  no 
cause  of  complaint  to  any  nation: 

"1.  Where  a  nation  imposes  high  duties  on  our 
productions,  or  prohibits  them  altogether,  it  may 
be  proper  for  us  to  do  the  same  by  theirs;  iSrst  bur- 
dening or  exclnding  those  productions  which  they 
bring  here  in  competition  with  our  own  oft  he  same 
kind;  selecting,  next,  such  manufactures  as  we  take 
f^om  them  in  greatest  ouantiiy,  and  which,  at  the 
same  time,  we  couki  the  soonest  furnish  to  our- 
selves, or  obtain  from  other  countries;  imposing  on 
them  duties,  lighter  at  first,  but  heavier  and  heavier 
afterwards,  as  other  channels  of  supply  open.  Such 
duties  having  the  effect  of  indirect  encouragement 
to  domestic  manufactures  of  the  same  kind,  may 
induce  the  manufacturer  to  come  himself  into  these 
States,  where  cheaper  subsistence,  equal  laws,  and  a 
vent  of  his  wares  free  of  duty,  may  ensure  him  the 
highest  profits  from  his  skill  and  industry.  And 
here  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments to  co-operate  essentially,  by  opening  the 
resources  of  encouragement  which  are  under  their 
control;  extending  them  liberally  to  artists  in  those 
particnlar  branches  of  manufacture  for  which  their 
soil,  climate,  population,  and  other  circumstances, 
hay«  matured  them;  and  fbateriwg  tke  preciouB 


efforts  and  progress  of  household  manufactuiv,  by 
some  patronage  suited  to  the  nature  of  its  objects, 
guided  by  the  local  information  they  possess,  and 
guarded  agafnst  abu^e  by  their  presence  and  atten- 
tions. The  oppressions  on  our  apicolin;re,  in  for- 
eign ports,  would  thus  be  made  tne  occasion  of  r«^ 
lieving  it  from  a  dependence  on  the  counsels  and 
conduct  of  others,  and  of  promoting  arts,  mana^c- 
tures,  and  population  at  home." 

On  the  4ih  of  January,  1794,  Mr.  Madisoa 
brought  forward  in  Congress  his  celebrated  reso- 
lutions, which  were  known  to  be  the  joint  produc- 
tion ot  Mr.  Jefferson  and  himself,  and  were  design-^ 
ed  to  carry  into  effect  the  policy  recommended  in 
Mr.  Jefferson 's  report.  These  resolutions  disripcUy 
assumed  the  power  to  protect  American  indi}stry; 
and,  alter  a  long  and  able  debate,  they  received  the 
sanction  of  the  House.  In  the  course  of  this  debate, 
Mr.  Madison  used  the  following  enu>hatic  language 
in  regard  to  the  protection  of  manuTactures: 

"The  States  that  are  most  advanced  in  popnln- 
lion,  and  ripe  for  manufactures,  ought  to  bar*  their 
particular  imeresis  attended  to  in  soma  degcee. 
while  these  States  retained  the  pow%r  of  regula- 
ting trade,  they  had  the  power  to  protect  and  aber- 
ish  such  institutions.  By  adopting  the  present  Con- 
stitution, they  have  thrown  the  exercise  of  their 
power  into  other  hands.  They  must  have  done  this 
with  the  uoderstHnding  that  those  infieresti  woold 
not  be  neglected  here." 

Without  adverting  to  other  recognitions  bgr  Presi- 
dent Washington  of  the  power  and  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  protect  domestic  industry,  I  will  add  but 
a  single  passage  from  his  last  address  to  Congress 
on  7th  December,  1796,  in  which  he  says: 

"Congress  have  repeatedly,  and  not  without  suc- 
cess, directed  their  attention  to  the  encouragement 
of  manufactures.  The  object  is  of  too  much  im- 
portance not  to  ensure  a  continuance  of  their  efforts 
m  every  way  which  shall  appear  eligible." 

Passing  over  the  administration  of  the  eUer 
Adams,  which  is  known  to  have  favored  the  same 
policy,  I  beg  leave  to  inviie  the  aitenticm  of  the 
committee  to  some  evidences  of  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  the  apostle  of  Democracy,  and  the  author 
of  the  political  doctrines  by  which  the  opponents 
of  protection  profess  to  be  guided.  Hear  what 
the  sage  of  Monticello  says,  in  his  second  message 
to  Congress  on  the  15th  of  December,  1802 : 

"To  cultivate  peace,  and  maintain  commerce 
and  navigation  in  all  their  lawful  enterprises;  to 
foster  our  fisheries  as  nurseries  of  navigation,  and 
for  the  nurture  of  man,  and  protect  the  manufac- 
tures adapted  to  our  circumstances;  to  preserve  the 
faith  of  the  nation  by  an  exact  discharge  of  its 
debts  and  contracts,  expend  the  public  mooey  with 
the  same  care  and  economy  we  would  practise 
with  our  own,  and  impose  on  our  citizens  no  un- 
necessary burdens;  to  Keep  in  all  things  within  the 
pale  of  our  constitutional  powers,  and  cherish  the 
federal  union  as  the  only  rock  of  safety: — these, 
fellow-citizens,  are  the  landmarks  by  which  we 
are  to  guide  ourselves  in  all  our  proceedings. 
By  continuing  to  make  these  the  rule  of  our  ac- 
tion, we  shall  endear  to  our  countrymen  the  true 
principles  of  their  constitution,  and  pronaote  a 
union  of  sentiment  and  of  action  equally  auspi- 
cious to  their  happiness  and  safety." 

From  this  extract,  it  will  be  perceived  that  Mr. 
Jefferson,  in  enumerating  the  ^'landmarks"  by 
which  his  administration  was  to  be  guided,  assigns 
a  most  prominent  pasition  to  the  duty  of  protecting 
manufactures. 

But  this  is  not  all.  In  18D6,  the  revenue  from 
imposts  had  increased  to  such. an  amount,  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  had  grounds  to  believe  that  there  would 
be,  *'ere  long,  an  accumulation  of  moneys  in  the 
treasury,  beyond  the  instalments  of  the  public  debt, 
which  ihe  Government  would  be  permitted  by  con- 
tract to  pay."  In  other  words,  it  was  apparent  to 
Mr.  Jefferson  (hat  there  was  about  to  be  a  surplus 
in  the  treasury,  above  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment economically  administered.  What  did  he 
recommend  in  that  contingency  1  A  reduction  of 
duties  down  to  the  re  enue  standard?  Let  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  his  message  of  the  Sd  of 
December,  1806,  answer  those  questions: 

"To  what  other  objects  shall  these  sorplnsesbe 
appropiiaied,  and  the  whole  siu'plos  of  the  impott 
after  the  entire  discharge  of  the  public  debtl  Shall 
we  suppress  the  impost,  and  give  that  advantage  to 
the  foreign  over  dome^ic  manofacluresV 

He  pnceedsto  aayi  that  upob  noBe-uiietetiif 
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impost  might  be  suppressed;  but  with  regard  to  the 
mags  of  tbem^  he  expres::ies  the  belief  that  the  "pa- 
triotism" of  the  people  would  "prefer  itscontino- 
anceaodappitcation  to  ihe  great  purposes  of  pub- 
lic educatioDi  roads,  rivers,  canals,  and  such  other 
ofcyscts  of  public  improvement  as  it  may  be  thought 
proper  to  add  to  the  constiiulionalenameration  of 
Federal  powers."    • 

Thus  It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Jefferson  not 
only  recognised  the  right  to  proieA  domestic  manu- 
factures incidentally,  by  just  discriminations;  but 
tbar  he  'contended  for  the  doctrine  of  protection 
jMf  jtf,  as  a  dLsiihct  and  substantive  principle!  And 
10  such  an  extent  did  he  carry  his  devotion  to  it, 
that  when  the  wants  of  the  Government  no  longer 
required  the  money  levied  by  imposts,  he  was  un- 
wlTlidg  to  reduce  the  tax,  beeause  it  would  wiih- 
dnvw  the  neoeHsary  protection  from  American  la- 
bor; bat  sought,  by  an  amendment  of  the  cpnetiin- 
tiOB,  new  sources  of  expenditure,  by  which  the  sur- 
plus should  be  absorbed! 

But  lest  it  might  be  suppoe^ed  that  this  was  a 
mere  temporary  policy  which  Mr.  Jefiierson  pro- 
posed to  introdace,  I  will  submit  one  additional  pas- 
sage, extracted  from  his  message  of  the  8th  Novem- 
ber, 1806,  and  then  leave  it  to  the  disciples  of  the 
Jeiftrsonian school  of  politics  to  reconcile  their  op' 
position  to  the  Sjrstem  of  protection  with  the  sol- 
emnly declared  opinions  of  the  great  author  of  their 
polltieal  creed!    In  that  message  he  says: 

*'The  suspension  of  foreign  commerce  produced 
by  the  injustice  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  the 
con^quent  losses  and  sacrifices  of  our  citizens,  are 
subjects  of  just  concern.  The  situation  into  which 
we  navethos  been  forced,  has  impelled  us  to  apply 
a  portion  of  our  industry  and  capital  to  internal 
manufactures  and  Improvemetits.  The  extent  of 
this  conversion  is  daily  increasing,  and  little  doubt 
remains  that  the  establishments  formed  and  form- 
ing will,  under  the  auspices  of  cheaper  materials 
and  subsistence,  the  freeaom'of  labor  from  taxation 
with  us,  and  of  protecting  duties  and  prohibitions, 
become  permanent" 

But  will  it  be  said  that  Mr.  Jefferson  changed 
his  opinions  on  this  snbjectl  Where  is  the  evi- 
dence of  any  such  change*?  I  maintain  that  none 
can  be  prodnced.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  the 
most  conclnsire  proof,  in  his  letter  to  Benjamin 
Austin,  in  1816,  that  his  opinions  had  become  more 
and  more  confirmed  in  favor  of  the  doctrines  of 
protection.  Mr.  Jefferson  had,  in  1785,  in  his  Notes 
on  Virginia,  expressed  some  opinions  adverse  to 
the  policy  of  manufactures  in  this  country.  In 
1816,  when  the  subject  of  a  protecting  tariff  was 
about  to  come  before  Congress,  his  opinions  were 
much  relied  on  by  the  opponents  of  that  measure; 
and  Mr.  Austin  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  informing 
him  of  the  fact,  and  asking  an  expression  of  bis 
sentiments.  The  following  are  extracts  from  Mr. 
Jefferson's  reply,  dated  9th  January,  1816: 

''You  tell  me  1  am  quoted  by  those  who  wish  to 
continue  oar  dependence  on  England  for  manufac- 
tures. There  was  a  time  when  I  might  have  been 
so  quoted  with  more  candor.  But  within  the  thirty 
years  which  have  since  elapsed,  how  are  circum- 
stances changed !  We  were  then  in  peace;  our  in- 
dependent place  arooug  nations  was  acknowledged. 
A  commerce  which  offered  the  raw  malerial  in 
exchange  for  the  same  material  after  receiving 
the  last  touch  of  industry,  was  worthy  of  welcome 
to  all  nations.  It  was  expected  that  those,  especial- 
ly to  whom  manufacturing  industry  was  impor- 
tant, would  cherish  the  iriendship  of  such  cus- 
tomers by  every  favor,  and  particularly  cultivate 
their  peace  by  every  act  of  justice  and  friendship. 
Under  this  prospect  the  question  seemed  legitimate, 
whether,  with  such  an  immensity  of  unimproved 
land,  courting  the  hand  of  husbandry,  the  industry 
of  agriculture  or  that  of  manufactures  would  add 
most  to  the  national  wealth.        *        *        »        ♦ 

''This  was  the  state  of  things  in  1785,  when  the 
Noies  on  Virginia  were  first  published;  when  the 
ocean  being  open  to  all  nations,  and  their  common 
right  in  it  acknowledged  and  exercised  under  reg- 
ulations sanctioned  by  the  assent  and  usage  of  all, 
it  was  thought  that  the  doubt  might  claim  some  con- 
sideration. We  have  since  experienced  what  we 
did  not  then  believe— that  there  exist  both  profli- 
gacy and  power  enough  to  exclude  us  from  the 
neld  of  interchange  with  other  nations;  that,  to  be 
independeiH  for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must  fab- 
ricate them  eurseives.  We  must  now  place  the 
manufacturer  by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist.  The 
formej:  qi^estionis  sum>ressed,  or  rather  assumes  a 
A^w  ibnn:  the  grand  inquiry  now  is,  shall  we 


maVeour  own  comforts,  or  go  without  them,  at  the 
will  of  a  foreign  nation?  He,  therefore,  who  is 
now  against  domestic  manufacture,  must  be  for 
reducmg  us  either  to  a  dependence  on  that  for- 
eign nation,  or  to  be  clothed  in  skins,  and  to  lire 
like  wild  beasts  in  dens  aod  caverns.  I  am  proud 
to  say  I  am  not  one  of  these  Experience  has 
taught  me  that  manufactures  are  now  as  necessary 
to  our  independence  as  to  our  comfort;  and  if  those 
who  quote  me  as  of  a  different  opinion  will  keep 
pace  with  me  m  purcha»ing  nothing  foreign,  where 
an  equivalent  ol  domestic  fabric  can  be  obtained, 
without  any  rt^gard  to  difference  of  price,  ii  will  not 
be  our  fault  il  we  do  not  have  a  supply  at  home 
equal  to  our  demand,  and  wrest  that  weapon  of  dis- 
tress from  the  hand  which  has  so  long  wantonly 
violated  it." 

Who  now  will  venttire  to  doubt  that  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  an  advocate  ot  the  doctrine  of  protection,  to 
the  fullest  extenti 

I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  nie,  as  a  Vtr- 
^niaiK  to  give  this  full  exposition  of  the  true  opin- 
ions of  Mr.  Jefferson,  beeavse  I  have  reasim  to 
know  that  they  have  been  much  misunderstood  and 
misrepresented,  even  in  bis  own  State. 

The  sentiments  of  Mr.  Madison,  the  father  of 
the  Constitution,  and  its  wisest  expounder,  have 
been  so  frequently  expressed  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection,  and  are  so  well  known  to  the 
country,  that  i  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  furnish 
any  extracts  from  his  messages  recommending  the 
subject  to  the  ihvorable  consideration  of  Congres.s. 
In  his  latter  years,  when  he  had  retired  from  the 
political  arena,  and  was  free  from  all  the  distracting 
interests  of  public  life,  he  had  occasion  to  review 
the  whole  subject,  and  he  embodied  his  matured 
opinions  in  two  letters,  addressed  to  Mr.  Jos.  C. 
Cabell  of  Virginia— one  dated  18th  September,  1828, 
and  the  other  30th  October,  1828— which  contained 
putobably  the  most  clear  and  conclusive  argument 
in  favor  of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject 
that  has  ever  t)een  submitted  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams  adopted,  both  theo- 
retically and  practically,  the  same  construction  of 
the  Constitution,  and  recommended  and  sanctioned 
legislative  acts  to  give  effect  to  the  principle  of 
protection  in  the  tariffs  of  1816,  1824,  and  1828. 
These  sentiments,  thus  avowed  and  urged  upon 
Congress  by  all  the  incumbents  of  the  executive 
chair,  have  been  promptly  responded  to,  in  every 
case,  by  the  legislative  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  the  judicial  sanction  has  also  been  af- 
forded, in  every  form  in  which  the  question  has 
been  presented  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country  for 
adjudication. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Qeneral  Jackson, 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  almost  every  distinguished 
politician  of  every  party,  have  recorded  their  votes 
in  favor  of  the  principle;  and  in  1816  it  found 
upon  the  floor  of  Congress  no  champion  more  able, 
more  ardent,  more  devoted,  than  Mr.  Calhoun,  as 

Sill  plainly  appear  from  the  following  extracts  from 
is  speech  in  1816: 

''Neither  agriculture,  manufactures,  nor  com- 
merce (said  Mr.  Calhoun,)  taken  separately,  are 
the  cause  of  wealth;  it  flows  from  them  combined, 
and  cannot  exist  without  each.  The  wealth  of 
any  single  nation  or  individual,  it  is  true,  may 
not  immediately  be  derived  from  the  three;  but  it 
always  pre-supposes  the  existence  of  the  three 
sources,  though  derived  immediately  from  one  or 
two  of  them  only.  Taken  in  its  most  enlarged 
sense,  without  commerce,  industry  would  have  no 
stimulus;  without  manufactures,  it  would  be  with- 
out the  means  of  production;  and  without  agricul- 
ture, neither  of  the  others  could  exist;  when  separ- 
ated entirely,  and  permanently,  they  must  perish. 
War,  in  this  country,  produces,  to  a  great  extent, 
that  separation;  and  hence  the  great  embarrassment 
that  follows  in  its  train.  The  fgilure  of  the  wealth 
and  resources  of  the  nation  necessarily  involves  the 
ruin  of  its  finances  anc^  its  currency.  It  is  admit- 
ted, by  the  most  strennous  advocates  on  the  othei* 
side,  than  no  country  ought  to  be  dependent 
on  another  for  its  means  of  defence;  that,  at 
least,  our  musket  and  bayonet,  our  cannon  and 
ball,  ought  to  be  domestic  manufacture.  But  what 
is  more  necessary  in  the  defence  of  a  country  than 
its  currency  and  finance?  Circumscril)ed  as  our 
country  is,  can  these  stand  the  shock  of  war?  Be- 
hold the  effect  of  the  late  war  upon  them!  When 
our  manufactures  are  grown  to  a  certain  perfec- 
tion, as  they  soon  will,  nnderthe  fostering  care 
of  Government,  we  will  no  longer  experience  those 
evils.    The  fkrmer  i^ill  find  a  ready  market  for 


bis  surplus  produce,  and,  what  is  of  almost  eqnal 
consequence,  a  certain  and  cheap  supply  of  all  his 
wants.  His  prosperity  will  diffuse  itself  to  every 
class  of  the  community." 

Having  described  the  effect  of  war  upon  our  in* 
dustry  and  currency,  its  obstruction  to  ine  exporia* 
tion  cf  our  bulky  articles,  while  a  demand  would 
continue  for  foreign  articles,  to  be  supflied  through 
the  policy  of  the  enemy  or  unlawful  t  raflic,  reault- 
ing  in  a  drain  ol  our  Specie  to  pay  the  balance  per* 
petually  accumulating  against  us,  he  proceeded  to 
say: 

"To  this  distres»'ing  state  of  things  there  are  tw«> 
remedies,  and  only  two:  one  in  our  power  imme- 
diately, the  other  requiring  much  time  and  exer* 
tion;  but  both  constituting,  in  his  opinion,  the  es- 
sential policy  of  this  country.  He  meant  the  navy 
and  domestic  manufactures.  By  the  former,  we 
could  open  the  way  to  our  markets;  by  the  latter, 
we  bring  them  from  beyond  the  ocean,  and  natu* 
ralize  them  in  our  own  soil." 

Having  spoken  of  the  effect  of  the  war  in  giving 
existence  to  manufactures,  and  in  bringing  them 
them  to  some  degree  of  maturity,  he  said: 

"But  it  will  no  doubt  be  said,  if  they  are  so  far 
established,  and  if  the  situation  of  the  country  is 
favorable  to  iheir  growth,  where  is  the  necessity  of 
aflbrding  them  protection'?  It  is  to  put  them  be- 
yond the  reach  or  contingency." 

There  is  but  one  other  authority  to  which  I  wU^ 
refer  as  sustaining  the  constitutionality  of  the  pro- 
tective principle,  and  I  will  then  pass  to  the  con- 
sideration of  another  branch  of  the  subject.  I  al« 
lude  to  the  message  of  President  Jackson  to  Con- 
gress, on  the  7ih  December,  1830.  In  that  paper 
the  whole  argument  is  condensed  into  the  narrow- 
est possible  limits,  and  presented  with  a  force  that 
cannot  be  resisted.    He  says: 

"The  power  to  impose  duties  on  imnorts  origin- 
ally belonged  to  the  several  States.  Ihe  right  to 
adjust  these  duties,  with  a  view  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  domestic  branches  of  industry,  is  so  com- 
pletely incidental  to  that  power,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
suppose  the  existence  of  the  one  without  the  other. 
The  States  have  delegated  their  whole  authority 
over  imports  to  the  General  Government,  without 
limitation  or  restriction,  saving  the  very  incon* 
siderable  reservation  relating  to  their  inspection 
laws.  This  authority  having  thus  entirely  passed 
from  the  States,  the  right  to  exercise  it  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  protection  does  not  exist  in  them;  and,  con* 
sequenily,  if  it  be  not  possessed  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, it  must  be  extinct.  Our  political  sj^stem 
would  thus  present  the  anomaly  of  a  people  strifmed 
of  the  right  to  foster  their  own  industry,  and  to 
counteract  the  most  selfish  and  destructive  policy 
which  might  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations.  This, 
surely,  cannot  be  the  case.  This  indispensable 
power,  thus  surrendered  by  the  States,  must  be 
within  the  scope  of  the  authority  on  the  subject  ex- 

fressly  delegated  to  Congress.  In  this  conclusion 
am  confirmed,  as  well  by  the  opinions  of  Presi- 
dents Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Mon- 
roe, who  have  each  repeatedly  recommended  the 
exercise  of  this  right  under  the  Constitution,  as  by 
the  uniform  practice  of  Congress,  the  continued 
acquiescence  of  the  States,  and  the  general  under- 
standing of  the  people." 

With  this  review  of  the  opinions  of  the  Fathers 
of  the  Republic,  and  of  the  reasons  npon  which 
they  are  rounded,  I  leave  it  for  the  committee  and 
the  country  to  decide  whether  I  am  departing  from 
the  true  principles  of  the  Constitution,  in  giving 
my  support  to  a  measure  intended  primarily  to 
raise  revenue  for  the  Government,  and  incidentally 
to  afford  protection  to  American  industry. 

I  will  proceed  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  meet  some 
of  the  more  prominent  objections  to  the  exercise  of 
the  protective  power,  drawn  from  considerations 
of  expediency. 

Many  gentlemen  have  treated  this  subject  as  if 
it  were  a  mere  sectional  question-- a  struggle  be* 
tween  the  Noilh  and  the  South.  For  my  part,  I 
look  upon  it  in  a  very  different  a.spect.  I  regard  it 
as  a  national  question— an  American  question — 
one  which  belongs  to  the  whole  country.  It  is  true, 
that  there  may  be  partial  and  temporary  inequali- 
ties resulting  from  the  operation  of  laws  like  that 
now  before  us,  as  there  will  be  from  all  human 
laws.  But  they  will  be  but  temporary  in  theii:  du- 
laiion.  The  country  will  soon  accommodate  itself 
to  the  new  condition  of  affairs;  and  the  general  ben- 
efits will  greatly  outweigh  the  paAial  evils.    In  mj 
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opinion,  it  will  be  found,  if  we  lake  a  comprehen- 
sive and  statesmanlike  view  of  our  whole  Confed- 
eracy, ihal  there  is,  in  truth,  no  necessary  conflict 
of  interest  between  the  North  and  the  South,  or  the 
East  and  the  West.  The  very  diversities  of  soil, 
of  climate,  of  population,  and  of  production,  which, 
at  the  first  view,  might  be  supposed  to  create  antago- 
nist interests,  are,  when  rightly  considered,  the 
most  fruitful  sources  of  strength,  and  union,  and 
harmony.  Providence  seems  to  have  wisely  or- 
dained that,  as  we  are  separated  by  the  broad  At- 
lantic from  the  eastern  hemisphere,  we  should  have 
all  the  elements  ot  national  greatnes.«,  and  wealth, 
and  power,  within  our  own  borders.  We  have  a 
climate  and  a  soil  adapted  to  every  constitution,  to 
every  production,  and  to  every  occupation.  We 
have  all  the  elements  of  national  prosperity,  vegeta- 
b'e  and  mineral,  in  the  greatest  abundance;  and  all 
that  is  necessary  for  their  full  development,  is  a 
liberal  and  enlightened  system  of  legislation.  Who 
can  unroll  the  map  of  this  great  Confederacy,  and 
cast  his  eye  over  its  extended  surface,  without  feel- 
ing emotions  of  pleasure  and  of  pride,  mingled  with 
sentknents  of  gratitude  to  the  great  Disposer  of 
Evenis,  for  the  magnificent  inheritance  which  he 
has  been  pleased  to  bej?tow  upon  us"?  Let  him, 
then,  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  separate  and 
distinctive  characteristics  impressed  upon  each  ge- 
ographical division  by  the  hand  of  the  Creator 
himself,  and  how  will  these  sentiments  be  strength- 
ened and  invigorated  I  Then  let  him  reflect  upon 
the  mutual  relations  and  dependence  of  each  divi- 
sion upon  the  other,  and  of  the  capacity  of  each  to 
minister  to  the  wants  of  the  others;  and  how  pro- 
foundly must  he  be  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  the 
wisdom  and  the  beneficence  of  Him  "whose  hands 
•prepared  the  dry  land !" 

If  we  look  to  the  extreme  South,  we  find  abroad 
belt  of  territory,  stretching  from  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico to  the  Rocky  Mountains;  which,  whilst  it  yields 
its  rich  tributes  of  sugar  and  other  productions  of  a 
tropical  climate,  to  supply  the  wants  of  more  north- 
ern regions,  furnishes  to  them  in  return  a  market 
for  their  cotton,  and  breadstuflfs,  and  live  stock, 
and  manufactures  of  every  description. 

Advancing  a  r-tep  northward,  the  broad  fields  of 
the  cotton  region  are  spread  before  our  eyes.  Here 
we  see  the  planter  busily  employed  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  sugar  country,  and  the  grain-grow- 
ing, and  grazing,  and  manufacturing  districts,  by 
producing  the  raw  material;  which,  when  worked 
up  into  the  various  fabrics,  is  to  furnish  them  the 
means  of  comfort  and  luxury.  In  return,  he  re- 
ceives from  those  districts  his  sugar,  his  provis- 
ions of  all  descriptions,  and  the  manufactures  which 
are  essential  to  his  enjoyment. 

Progressing  yet  another  step  towards  the  north, 
we  behold  the  unlimited  resources  of  the  middle 
cottntryand  great  Weft— the  grain-growing  and 
grazing  region— whose  flocks  and  herds  spread 
over  a  thousand  hills;  and  whose  fields,  surpassing 
Egypt  in  fertility,  can  produce  an  amount  oi  bread- 
stufls,  and  of  the  other  necessaries  of  life,  which 
knows  no  limit  but  the  absence  of  all  further  de- 
mand. But  the  farmers  and  the  graziers  must  be 
furnished  with  their  sugar,  their  molasses,  their 
cotton,  and  their  manufactures  and  merchandise; 
and  where  can  ihey  look  so  naturally  for  their  sup- 
plies as  to  those  parts  of  the  country  which  con- 
sume their  wheat  and  corn,  and  pork  and  beef) 

When  we  turn  our. eyes  to  the  extreme  north,  we 
find  a  coiintry  with  a  less  genial  climate,  and  a  soil 
whose  comparative  sterility  discourages  the  labor 
of  the  husbandman.  But  even  this  less  favored  re- 
gion possesses  its  peculiar  advantages.  It  is  blessed 
with  a  population  hardy,  industrious,  intelligent, 
and  adventurous.  Its  wealth  consists  in  the  labor 
of  its  citizens;  and  hence  they  are  found  to  be  de- 
voted to  manufactures,  to  commerce,  and  to  the  sea: 
and,  whilst  they  derive  their  supplies  mainly  from 
the  more  southern  divisions  of  the  Union,  they  re- 
pay them  with  the  products  of  their  manufactories 
and  their  fisheries,  and  by  merchandise  imported 
from  foreign  markets. 

These  diversities  of  climate,  and  soil,  and  popula- 
tion, necessarily  produce  diversities  of  production 
and  occupation  among  thelnhabif  ants  of  the  various 
districts.  Through  them,  the  Supreme  Ruler  has 
ordained  that  there  shall  be  a  natural  division  of 
labor.  The  laws  of  nature  forbid  that  the  great 
staples  of  one  district  should  be  produced  in  another. 
Thus,  there  is  no  danger  of  rivalry  springing  up 
between  them;  on  the  contrary,  the  Iwante  of  one 
are  supplied  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  others.  A 
mutual  interchange  of  superfluities  naturally|take5 


place,  and  thus  a  commercial  intercourse  is  gener- 
ated, beneficial  to  all;  and,  as  if  it  bad  been  the  de- 
sign of  Heaven  to  facilitate  this  profitable  exchange 
ot  commodities,  we  see  the  Father  of  Rivers — 
commencing  his  course  near  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  Union,  flowing  thence  nearly  due  south, 
through  the  heart  of  all  the  grand  divisions,  to  the 
Qnlf  of  Mexico — bisecting  this  vast  coutioent,  and 
furnishing  a  channel  of  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  various  districts  unequalled  upon  the 
face  of  the  globe  in  extent  and  excellence,  and 
binding  them  all  together  by  tie.s  of  interest  as 
broad,  as  deep,  and  as  strong,  as  the  current  with 
which  his  mighty  volume  of  waters  rolls  onward 
to  the  ocean  I 

When  we  undertake  to  legislate  for  a  country  like 
this,  we  should  look  at  it  as  a  whole,  and  not  con- 
fine our  views  to  mere  local  or  sectional  interests. 
We  should  indulge  a  catholic  spirit — a  spirit  of  en- 
larged patriotism,  which  can  embrace  in  its  grasp 
the  whole  Confederacy,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  Sabine.  We  should  look  at  the  great  interests 
of  the  nation,  not  as  something  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  each  other,  but  as  constituting  parts  of  a 
grand  system,  intimately  connected  together,  wisely 
fitted  to  each  other,  and,  when  properly  brought  in- 
to action,  working  harmoniously  together,  and  mu- 
tually giving  and  receiving  nutriment  and  support. 

When  I  have  suffered  myself  to  be  lost  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  wide  extent  of  our  confede- 
racy, with  its  members  reaching  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Rocky  mountains— wiih  its  rivers  and  lakes, 
and  canals  and  railroads,  and  other  channels  of  in- 
ternal communication,  penetrating  into  every  part 
of  ii, — I  have  almost  imagined  it  to  be  some  vast  an- 
imal organization,  who>e  life  blood,  supplied  by  ag- 
riculture and  manufactures,  is  thrown  out  from  the 
great  centre  of  the  system  in  New  York,  and 
transmitted  through  the  various  arteries  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  difi'using  health,  and  vigor, 
and  vitality  to  it^  remotest  extremities!  Let  us, 
then,  hear  no  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  local  inter- 
.  ests  upon  this  subject;  let  us  remember  that  the 
prosperiiy  of  the  nation  is  made  up  of  the  pros- 
perity of  its  parts.  Let  us  recollect  that  the  cotton- 
grower  is  interested  in  the  manufactures  of  the 
North,  and  that  the  manufacturer  of  the  North  is 
interested  in  the  growth  of  cotton  in  the  South; 
and  that  the  prosperity  of  both  is,  in  turn,  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  grain- 
growing  and  sugar  districts.  For  of  what  use  is 
it  to  either  district  to  have  a  large  surplus  of  its 
products,  if  the  other  districts  have  nothing  to 
give  in  exchange  for  iil  Of  what  avail  is  it  to 
have  merchandise,  if  there  is  no  market  for  iti 

But  if  gentlemen,  discarding  these  enlarged  and 
American  views  of  the  subject,  will  insist  upon 
treating  this  question  as  a  sectional  one,  however 
unwilling  I  may  be  so  to  regard  it,  1  shall  not  shrink 
from  the  discussion  of  it  in  that  aspect.  I  must  be 
pardoned,  however,  if,  before  i  enter  upon  the  ar- 
gument, I  require  that  the  proper  parties  to  th«  con- 
troversy shall  be  ^resentea  to  the  country.  I  can- 
not consent  that  this  shall  be  treated  as  a  question 
between  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina;  nor 
between  New  England  and  the  extreme  South;  nor 
yet  between  the  manufacturers  and  the  cotton- 
growers.  I  insist  that  if  there  is  to  be  a  sectional 
division,  the  middle  country  and  the  West — ^the 
grain-growing  and  grazing  and  tobacco  districts- 
shall  have  their  appropriate  position  assigned  to 
them.  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  a  district  situ- 
ated in  the  heart  of  Virginia,  which  has  a  deep  in- 
terest in  this  question;  and  I  claim  that  it  shall  be 
heard  by  its  Representative,  before  judgment  is  pro- 
nounced. 

What,  then,  is  the  natural  position  of  my  district 
in  regard  to  this  question?  This  inquiry  will  be 
best  answered  by  ascertaining  the  amount  and 
character  of  its  productions;  and  I  have  accord- 
ingly prepared,  from  the  official  returns,  the  fol- 
lowing tabular  stafement  of  the  principal  staples 
which  are  cultivated  by  my  constituents : 

SUUistical  Table  exhibiting  some  of  the  products  of 
the  Mth  Congressional  District  of  Virginia. 


Counties. 


Wheat. 


Augusta    • 
Rockbridge 
Bo-eioun 
lloaiioire  • 
Montgomery 
Floy.1 
Alleghany 
Ifali  of  Pulaski 


Total 


:»4  33 

263,756 

197,'^i 

140,506 

106.258 

2r..449 
Vi3  049 


i,iM,6ei 


Corn. 


3«4.'lft3 
504.646 
298,707 
ISI.534 

2n8.8sr) 

72,F69 
7U.82R 
72,018 


1,793,895 


Rye. 


92.227 

21.971 
13,536 
21,093 
13,435 
9,142 
8,470 


249,440 


Oats. 


244  9^9 

249,018 

186,016 

98,246 

144^5 

77,073 

58  860 

40,085 


1,097,662 


Tobacco 


2r3  ITJT-, 
707.8«6 
599,273 
241,275 
17.679 
42,500 


TlBLB  OONTIlCUaD' 

^ 

Horses 

CouDties. 

and 

Neat 

Sheep 

Hog*. 

Ca« 

B«r 

Mules. 

Cattle 

Iron. 

Iran 

Augusta    • 

9910 

21,479 

19,660 

32.446 

1,000 

ISl 

Kockbridge 

6.433 

13,462 

19,821 

26,321 

1.217 

4J0 

Botetourt  - 

3.711 

9.231 

13.254 

2'.46B 

1^1 

126 

Roanolte    • 

2,168 

5.337 

6,0H7 
13439 

ia661 

Monifomery     • 
Pioyrt 

2.869 

9636 

1®'^ 

849 

2.6^6 

3,647 

Aja^ 

AlleghartT  •        •       • 
Half  of  Pulaski 

1,631 

6,356 

8418 

12666 

TOO 

260 

987 

3,460 

4,826 
89,152 

5376 

Toud 

27,456 

71,636 

129,748 

4,afM9a6 

From  this  table  it  clearly  appears,  thatthough 
my  constituents  cnUivaie  tobacco  to  some  extent, 
their  great  stanles  are  wheat,  rye,  Indian  com,  oatit, 
hogs,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  and  mules.  These 
are  the  principal  articles  whick  tl^  raise  for  mar- 
ket. Tney  are,  therefore,  interested  in  obtainiDg 
for  these  articles  the  highest  possible priee.  How 
is  this  to  be  eflectedl  It  is  a  well-seitied  principie, 
that  it  is  the  relation  between  the  supply  and  the 
demand  which  regulates  the  price  of  every  article. 
If  the  demand  be  large,  and  the  supply  small,  the 

Srice  will  he  high;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
emand  be  small,  and  the  supply  large,  the  price 
will  be  low.  No  one  will  venture  to  dispute  these 
propositions.  Let  us  now  give  them  a  practical 
application.  My  constituents  are  interestea  in  hav- 
ing  the  demand  for  their  commodities  as  gre&t  as 
possible— or,  to  state  the  proposition  in  another 
lorm,  they  are  interested  in  having  as  manv  con- 
sumers and  as  few  producers  of  their  staples  as 
possible.'  How  is  this  eflectedl  Obviously,  by  in- 
ducing the  people  of  the  North,  who  are  engaged 
In  the  same  occupation,  to  turn  their  attention  to 
other  branches  ot  business,  such  as  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  navigation;  for  thereby  we  not 
only  get  rid  of  their  competition  as  producers,  but 
we  gain  them  as  customers,  to  buy  and  cousume 
our  productions.  This  simple  view  of  the  case 
shows  very  clearly  where  our  interest  lies. 

Now,  let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  interest  of 
the  cotton-planting  States,  and  see  how  far  it  coin- 
cides with  that  of  Western  Virginia.  From  the 
statistical  tables  furnished  to  us  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  I  find  that  my  district  alone  pro- 
duces considerably  more  wheat  than  the  whole 
State  of  South  Carolina,  and  within  a  fraction  of  as 
much  as  the  four  States  of  Alabama,  Missi>sippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Arkansas  taken  together.  The 
following  table  shows  the  whole  amount  produced 
in  each  of  those  States: 

-  968,000  bushels  of  wheat. 

•    838,052 

-  196,626 
60 

-  105,878 


South  Carolina 

Alabama 
Mississippi   <• 
Louisiana 
Arkansas 


do 
do 
do 
do 


Whole'amount  of  the 
four  last  named     - 1,130,616 


1.902,267  1 


These  States,  it  is  apparent,  are  obliged  to  bay 
their  supplies  of  breadstulls;  and  we  know  that 
they  are  also  dependent  on  the  Western  and  Mid- 
dle* States  for  their  beef  and  pork,  and  horses  and 
mules,  and  various  other  articles,  which  cannot 
well  be  raised  in  the  southern  country.  As  the 
cotton-planter  is  compelled  to  purchase  these  ar- 
ticles, he  is  of  course  interested  to  get  them  as  low 
as  possible.  He,  therefore,  will  wish  to  see  as  large 
a  supply,  and  as  small  a  demand  for  them,  as  possi- 
ble— or,  in  other  words,  it  is  his  interest  to  have  as 
many  producers  and  as  few  consumers  as  he  can. 
He  will  naturally  wish,  therefore,  to  see  the  manu- 
factories broken  down,  and  the  population  of  the 
North  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits, so  astocome 
into  competition  with  us^  and  bring  down  the  price 
of  the  products  of  our  farms.  Suppose,  for  a  mo- 
ment, tnat  the  eight  hundred  thousand  people  now 
engaged  in  the  manufactories  were  suddenly  to  cease 
their  operations,  and  to  become  farmers:  what 
would  be  the  consequence?  Would  it  not  cause  a 
complete  prostration  of  the  faming  interests)  The 
effects  on  prices  would  be  most  disastrous  in  two 
way.*5;  for  the  farmers  would  have  not  only  to  meet 
the  competition  of  these  800,000  producers,  but  they 
would  lose  them  as  consumers.  But  how  wonl^ 
this  operate  on  the  cotton  interesti  It  would  hare 
exactly  the  opposite  effect.  It  would  enable  the 
planter  to  bu^  his  supplies  at  the  lowest  possible 
rate.  Thus,  it  is  apnarent  that,  if  we  look  at  ihii 
matter  as  a  sectional  question,  'without  regaid  to 
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is$ 


^r-TB  Cono****Sd  Srss. 


The  Tariff  BiU—Mr.  A.  A.  H.  Stvart. 


H.  of  Reps. 


Doore  expanded  and  statesmanlike  considerations, 
the  interest  of  the  cotton-planter  on  the  one  hand,  and 
that  of  the  farmer  and  grazier  on  the  other,  are  di- 
rectly opposed — the  one  being  the  seller,  and  the 
other  the  buyer,  of  particular  commodities. 

If,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  subject  of  the  tariff 
is  to  he  treated  as  a  question  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  it  is  plain  that  the  interests  of  my 
constituents  are  much  more  strongly  allied  to  those 
of  the  North  than  the  South.    The  same  remark  is 
applicable,  in  its  fullest  extent,  to  every  other  dis- 
trict in  Western  Virginia,  and  to  many,  if  not  to 
all  parts  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  Siaie.    U  will 
not,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  any  one,  if, 
in  case  the  question  assumes  that  aspect,  1  am  found 
co-operating  with  the  Representatives  of  other  grain- 
sr owing  and  grazing  districts,  in  endeavoring  to 
foster  the  interests  of  the  farmer,  by  preserving  and 
enlarging  the  home  market. 

There  are  many  considerations  in  support  of 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  which  I  had  proposed  to 
submit  to  the  committee  if  I  had" obtained  the  floor 
in  an  earlier  stage  of  the  debate.  But,  as  other  gen- 
tlemen have  anticipated  me  in  regard  to  them,  I 
shall  forbear  from  repeating  them,  and  proceed  to 
examine  some  of  the  arguments  which  have  been 
urged  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question. 

Among  other  things,  we  are  told  that  a  tariff  will 
tend  to  raise  the  price  of  merchandise,  and  thereby 
impose  a  burden  on  the  farmers  and  others  who 
consume  it.    This  is,  to  some  extent,  true:  but  do 
not  the  farmers  receive  an  equivalent  for  this  bur- 
den, in  the  blessings  of  a  Government  which  pro- 
tects them  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  per- 
son and  property,  and  in  the  increased  price  otthe 
productions  of  their  laborl   What  is  the  proportion 
between  the  outlay  of  the  farmer  for  articles  which 
are  subject  to  duty,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the 
sales  of  his  crop?    Suppose  it  to  be  one-half:  if  he 
pays  ten  per  cent,  additional  price  for  his  goods, 
and  receives  from  the  improved  home  market  but 
five  per  cent,  increase  on  the  price  of  what  he  has 
to  sell,  is  it  not  plain  that  he  is  fully  compensated^ 
But  this  is  not  the  only  advantage  to  the  farmer. 
He  is  benefited  not  only  in  his  income,  but  his 
capital  is  also  greatly  augmented  in  value.    Let  me 
illustrate  this  idea  by  an  example.   A  farmer  raises 
on  his  land  1,000  bushels  of  wheat,  which,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  is  worth  90  cents 
per  bushel,  or  t900  in  the  aggregate.    Let  us  then 
suppose  that,  by  the  passage  of  the  tarifibill,  and  the 
consequent  improvement  in  the  home  market,  the 
value  of  wheat  is  increased  to  ten  cents  per  bushel: 
what  are  the  benefits  \('hich  will  accrue  to  the  far- 
raerl    In  the  first  place,  he  receives  the  ten  cents 
per  bushel,  which  is  equal  to  an  addition  of  SlOOto 
his  income;  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  value  of  his 
land  (which  is  his  capital)  is  greatly  enhanced. 
The  amount  of  this  enhancement  maybe  estimated 
by  treating  the  $100  as  th«  additional  annual  profit 
arising  from  it;  and,  asSlOO  is  the  amount  which  a 
capital  of  91|<366  66  would  yield  at  six  per  cent., 
we  will  not  be  far  out  of  the  way  if  we  assume  that 
sum  to  he  the  measure  of  the  increafed  value  of  the 
land.    If  the  owner  wished  to  sell  or  to  lease  it, 
would  he  not  raquire  a  much  larger  price  or  rent,  if 
its  aonaal  proceeds  were  worth  S1,()00,  thah  if  they 
were  worth  but  $9001 

But  there  is  another  consideration  connected  with 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  which  must  not  be  over- 
looked. The  duties  on  merchandise  fall  principal- 
^  ly  on  articles  which  arc  not  indispensable,  and  are 
*  paid  by  the  wealthier  classes.  The  man  who  wears 
fine  broadcloths,  and  dresses  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ters in  silks  and  velvets,  and  walks  on  rich  Tur- 
key or  Brussels  carpets,  and  drinks  his  costly 
wines,  pays  hundreds  of  dollars;  whilst  the  farmer 
in  the  country,  who  owns  property  of  equal  value, 
but  does  not  choose  to  indulge  in  such  extravagant 
tastes,  pays  comparatively  nothing.  Th  is  is  a  mat- 
ter which  every  man  can  regulate  for  himself,  and 
if  he  thinks  proper  to  purchase  the  articles  which 
are  subject  to  taxation,  be  incurs  the  tax  Toluntarily, 
and  has  no  one  to  blame  but  himself. 

But  it  is  said  that  many  of  the  articles  subject  to 
doty  are  indispensable  to  the  comfort  of  a  family. 
This  is  true.  But  does  any  gentleman  pretead  that 
the  Gtovemiment  can  be  supported  without  monevi 
We  mast  raise  revenue  from  some  quarter;  and  the 
trae  question  is,  not  one  of  taxation  or  no  taxation, 
but  whether  we  will  have  the  revenue  collected  in- 
directly by  duties  on  foreign  goods,  or  by  direct 
taies  and  exciscson  our  lands  and  workshops! 
pat  let  usexamine  the  operation  of  the  duty  upon 


some  few  articles  which  are  indispensable,  and 
see  how  wisely  the  system  is  adjusted  to  confer  a 
benefit  on  the  farmer,  by  way  of  compensation  for 
the  burden  which  it  imposes.  The  first  thai  I  will 
mention  is  the  duty  on  foreign  wool  and  woollens. 
These  are  indispensable  articles,  and  ihe  tax  on 
them  is  a  burden  to  the  farmer.  But  does  noc  this  tax, 
at  the  same  time,  have  the  effect  of  increasing  ihe 
value  of  the  wool  which  he  shears  from  his  own 
flocks'}  and  is  he  not  thereby,  in  many  instances, 
more  than  compeubatedl  But  it  is  thought  to  be 
very  hard  that  iron  and  salt,  which  enter  into  the 
consumption  of  the  poorer  classes,  should  be  sub- 
ject to  duly.  Here,  again,  those  who  make  the  ob- 
jeciion  overlook  the  fact,  ihat  the  iron-works  and 
the  salt-furnaces  bring  large  sums  of  money  into 
the  country,  and  supply  extensive  markets  to  the 
farmers,  which  frequently  repay  them  a  hundred- 
fold for  the  very  small  increase  in  the  price  of 
their  salt  and  iron. 

Let  us  look  at  the  provisions  of  the  present  bill, 
and  see  what  additional  burdens  ihey  impose  upon 
a  farmer,  who  annually  consumes  100  pounds  of 
iron  and  six  bushels  of  salt.  The  duty  upon  bar 
iron,  prior  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  was  $21  per 
ton,  or  about  ninety-four  cents  per  100  lbs.,  and  the 
duty  on  salt  about  4i  cents  per  bushel.  Under  the 
present  bill,  the  duly  upon  oar-iron  Is  Si27  50  per 
ton,  or  about  SI  22  per  100  lbs.,  and  the  duty  upon 
salt  is  eight  cents  per  bushel;  so  that,  in  the  worst 
aspect  you  can  view  it,  the  increased  lax  which 
the  farmer  pays  on  his  100  lbs.  of  iron  is  28  cents, 
and  on  his  six  bushels  of  salt  21  centy;  making  the 
aggregate  of  49  cents  per  annum!  And  to  com- 
pensate for  this,  l^e  has  the  advantages  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  labor  of  thousands  of  operatives  from 
raising  the  very  articles  wh>ch  come  into  competi- 
tion with  his  own,  and  of  the  market  which  they 
will  furnish  for  his  produce. 

But  I  deny  that  the  proposition  is  universally 
true,  that  the  price  of  articles  is  necessarily  en- 
hanced by  laying  an  increased  duty  on  them.  The 
effect  of  the  increased  duty  is  to  enhance  the  price 
for  a  time;  but  it  eventually  .stimulates  our  own 
citizens  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  the  pro- 
tected articles;  and  experience,  which  is  better  than 
all  reasoning,  has  shown  thai,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance, an  increased  duly  has,  in  the  end,  been 
followed  by  a  diminished  price.  Let  us  take,  by 
way  of  illustration,  the  articles  of  coarse  cotton 
cloths  and  nails,  omitting  many  others  which  have 
been  already  referred  to  in  this  debate.  About  the 
close  of  the  last  war  with  England,  the  most  indif- 
ferent imported  cottons  were  worth  from  17  to  20 
cents  per  yard.  The  tariff  of  18 16  imposed  a  heavy 
protecting  duty  on  them,  which  has  been  continued 
to  the  present  time,  and  which  induced  our  citizens 
to  enter  into  the  manufacture;  and  now  a  beuer  arr 
tide  can  be  had  for  from  6  to  8  cents  a  yar^. 

But  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fallacy 
of  the  notion,  that  everv  duty  upon  an  article  of  im- 
portation produces  an  increase  of  its  price  equal  to 
to  the  addition  of  the  duty,  is  found  in  the  article  of 
nails.  Nails  were,  until  very  recently,  subject  to  a 
duty  of  five  cents  |>er  pound;  and,  of  course,  if  the 
doctrine  which  1  have  stated  was  correct,  we  should 
expect  to  find  the  price  of  nails  eoual  to  the  cost  in 
the  foreign  market,  the  cost  of  freight  and  insu- 
rance, the  profit  of  the  importer,  and  the  amount 
of  the  duty;  but,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  the  sup- 
porters of  that  doctrine,  the  prices  current  exhibit 
the  fact,  that,  while  the  duty  continued,  the  nails 
could  be  bought  for  A\  cents  per  pound — or  less 
than  the  amount  of  the  duty !  The  fallacy  of  the 
reasoning  of  those  who  contend  that  an  additional 
duty  necessarily  produces  an  increased  price,  con- 
sists in  an  utter  disregard  of  the  mc^st  important 
fact,  that  a  protective  duty,  instead  of  creating  a  mo- 
nopoly in  favor  of  the  home  manufacturer,  tends  to 
destroy  the  foreign  monopoly,  by  stimulating  domes- 
tic competition ! 

But  I  am  admonished  by  t^e  rapid  flight  of  time 
not  to  dwell  too  long  upon  this  topic.  I  will  take 
this  occasion,  however,  to  state,  in  a  verv  few  words, 
my  idea  of  the  general  principles  wlhich  should 
govern  us  in  the  arrangement  of  our  system  of  im- 
posts. "  In  my  opinion,  our  duties  should  be  laid 
with  a  view  to  revenue  and  to  incidental  protection, 
but  not  to  prohibition.  We  should  carefully  exam- 
ine into  the  exact  condition  and  wants  of  every  in- 
terest; and  we  should  extend  to  all,  as  far  as  we 
can,  the  fostering  aid  of  a  parental  Government. 
But  we  should  have  no  pet  interests.  Equal  protec- 
tion should  be  given  to  all.  How  is  this  equality  to 
be  aitainedl    ^it  by  atmiform  ad  valorem  duty  in 
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all  cases?  Certainly  not;  for  that  would  produce 
the  very  inequality  which  you  are  seeking  to  avoid. 
One  manufacture  may  have  arrived  at  a  high  de« 
gree  of  perfection,  and  may  be  able  to  enter  into 
competition  with  the  fabrics  of  other  nations,  with- 
out any  aid  from  legislation;  whilst  another,  being 
in  its  infancy,  may  require  the  most  careful  pro- 
tection. A  duty  often  per  cent,  ad  valorem  would 
exclude  foreign  cottons  from  your  markets,  whilst 
a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  would  not  afford  ade- 
quate protection  to  your  woollen.s.  It  is  thVi  prov- 
ince of  the  staiesman  to  obtain  precise  information 
in  regard  to  all  these  interests,  ^  and  to  adapt  his 
.legislation  to  the  varying  circumstancrs  ana  con- 
dition of  the  country.  If  he  should  find  that  Great 
Britain,  by  her  superior  machitery,  greater  skill, 
larger  capital,  and  cheaper  labor,  has  an  advantage 
over  our  manufacturers  of  30  percent,  in  woollens, 
of  20  percent,  in  iron, aiul  of  10  per  cent,  in  cot- 
tons, is  it  not  obvious  that  a  uniform  ad  valorem 
duly  on  these  articles  would  have  a  most  unequal 
operation? 

In  such  a  case,  it  would  seem  to  me,  that  equal- 
ity and  justice  would  require  that  the  protection 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  want«  of  the  various 
branches  of  manufacture,  and  that  the  duties  on 
the  articles  named  should  be  laid  at  30  20,  and  10 
per  cent,  respectively,  instead  of  being  uniform. 
Then  competition  would  ensue— the  ingenuity  of 
both  nations  would  be  taxed  to  find  out  new  and 
cheaper  modes  of  manufacture,  and,  in  a  few  years, 
the  price  of  the  article  would  be  brought  down  to 
the  Iowe^t  point  at  which  it  could  be  afforded.  . 

But  suppose  that,  instead  of  thus  graduating  your 
duties,  you  were  to  adopt  the  principle  of  my  South- 
ern friends,  and  impose  a  uniform  duty  of  20  per 
cent.:  you  would  exclude  the  foreign  cottons  al- 
together, and  thus  give  the  home  manufacturer  a 
monopoly.  You  would  place  the  iron  manufac- 
turer upon  a  fair  ground  of  competition  with  the 
foreign  producer;  and  you  would  afford  no  protec- 
tion to  the  woollen  manufacturer,  who  would  be 
compelled  to  discontinue  the  business,  and  leave 
it  to  be  monopolized  by  Great  Britain!  And  thus, 
instead  of  destroying  one  monopoly,  you  would 
establish  two  I 

I  will  now  leave  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and 
proceed  to  consider  the  great  argument  against  a 
tariff,  which  has  been  urged  through  all  time,  and 
has  been  put  forth,  in  every  modification,  by  va- 
rious gentlemen  in  this  debate.  1  allude  to  the  al- 
legation, that  every  duty  laid  upon  an  imported  ar- 
ticle operates  as  a  tax  upon  the  [consumer,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacturer. 

I  have  already  had  occasion  to  show  that  this 
proposition  rests,  to  some  extent,  upon  an  unsound 
oasts,  by  exhibiting  facts  to  prove,  in  the  first  place, 
that  it  is  not  -  true,  in  all  cases,  that  an  increased 
duly  causes  an  increased  price;  and,  secondly,  that 
if  it  does,  such  increase  is  not  equal  to  the  enhance- 
ment of  duty.  But  there  are  other  views  of  the 
subject,  to  which  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee. If  it  be  true,  that  every  duty  or  tax  which 
is  imposed  upon  an  article  of  merchandise,  either 
in  its  raw  state,  or  in  its  progress  through  the  vari- 
ous stages  of  manufacture,  or  in  the  form  of  an 
impost  duty,  constitutes  an  addition  to  its  price, 
which  must  be  paid  by  the  person  who  buys  and 
consumes  it — does  it  not  follow,  by  parity  of  reason- 
ing, that  every  bounty  granted  upon  an  article  of 
merchandise,  at  any  time  up  to  the  period  of  its 
consumption,  must  tend  to  diminish,  to  that  extent, 
the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  consumer)  Or,  to  state 
the  proposition  in  a  more  condensed  form:  if  every 
tax  on  an  article  is  a  burden  to  the  consumer;  is 
not  the  correlative  proposition  equally  true,  that 
every  bounty  upon  an  article  is  a  benefit  to  the  con- 
sumerl  No  gentleman  will  pretend  to  deny  that 
the  second  branch  of  the  proposition  is  an  inev- 
itable deduction  from  the  first :  but  to  what  conse- 
quences does  this  lead  usi  It  proves  that  all  the 
bounties  which  England  gives  upon  her  exported 
glass,  and  other  articles  which  are  the  subjects  of 
bounty  under  her  laws,  are  not  benefits  conferred 
on  her  glass  manufactures,  &c.,  but  mere  gratui- 
ties to  the  American  consumers !  It  proves,  also, 
that  our  whole  system  of  drawbacks  and  fishing 
bounties  is  radically  wrong,  and,  instead  of  benefit- 
ing our  own  citizens,  whose  interests  they  were  in- 
tended to  promote,  amount  in  effect  to  donations  to 
strangers  1  Yet  every  intelligent  man  knows  that 
such  results  do  not  ensue;  and  hence  we  are  au- 
thorized to  iafer  that  the  theory  of  the  gentlemen 
must  be  unsound. 

But  I  propose  to  subject  this  theoiy  to  toothy 
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sinople  pra,ctical  test.  Its  advocates  say  that  the 
consumer  pays  all  the  taxes  imposed  upon  an  ar- 
ticle of  merchaodise,  because  the  tax  becomes  in- 
corporated into  ihe  price  of  the  article,  and  con- 
stitutes part  and  parcel  of  it;  and,  consequently, 
be  who  buys  the  article  and  consumes  it,  pays  the 
tax  as  well  as  the  cost  of  prrdnciion,  and  the  other 
elements  which,  in  the  aggregate,  make  up  the 
price.  If  this  be  true,  I  presume  it  will  be  con- 
ceded that  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  when  the 
tax  is  laid,  where  it  is  laid,  or  how  it  is  laid.  It 
may  be  laid  upon  the  raw  material  or  upon  the 
fabric.  It  may  be  laid  as  an  excise  duty,  or  an 
export  duty,  in  England;  or  it  may  be  laid  as  an 
impOKt  duty  in  one  of  our  ports;  provided  the 
amount  is  the  same,  it  makes  no  dinerence  to  the 
consumer;  he  has  to  pay  it  at  any  rate,  and  it  is  a 
.matter  of  no  concern  to  him  who  gets  the  benelSt 
of  it.  Now,  if  this  proposition  be  true  in  regard 
to  goods  imported  into*this  country,  there  ran  be 
no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be  equally  true 
in  regard  to  articles  exported  from  it.  The  princi- 
ple is  the  same,  and  the  inversion  of  the  course  of 
trade  eannot  affect  it.  I  then  submit  it  to  thead- 
vooalas  of  that  docirioe  to  inform  this  committee 
what  is  to  prevent  thix  Government,  by  a  very 
alijght  change  in  its  fundamental  law  and  com- 
mercial policy,  from  levying  all  its  expenses  upon 
citizens  of  foreign  .countries.  Suppose  that,  by  an 
amendment  of  our  Constitution,  we  should  author- 
ite  Congress  to  lay  export  duties,  and  that  in 
pursuance  of  that  authority  oar  Government  shonid 
impose  export  dniies  upon  those  articles  which 
Europe  can  obtain  nownere  else — such  as  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  floor — taking  care  not  to  lay  them  so 
kigh  as  to  be  prohibitory:  according  to  the  doctrine 
of  Southern  gentlemen,  these  duties  would  all 
fall  upon  the  consumers  of  the  articles  in  Europe, 
and  thus  we  could  saddle  the  expenses  of  our 
Qovernmenl  upon  foreign  nations,  and  relieve  our 
own  people  from  taxation  altogether !  The  producers 
of  cotton,  and  tobacco,  and  flour,  surely  could  not 
object  to  such  a  taxi  They  would  not  nave  a  dol- 
lar of  it  to  pay;  for,  according  to  their  own  doc- 
trine, it  would  only  tend  to  enhance  the  price  in 
the  foreign  market,  and  the  consumer  would  have 
it  all  to  pay  !  But  suppose  such  a  measure  were 
gravely  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress: do  ^ou  think  Southern  eentlemen  would 
agree  to  ill  This  would  bring  their  faith  in 
Ibeir  theories  to  a  practical  test;  and  I  think  I 
hazard  but  little  in  sayinc^  they  would  reject  the 
proposition  with  scorn.  Yes,  sir,  highly  as  (hey 
prize  the  blessings  of  this  Union,  they  would  soon- 
er see  it  sundered  forever  than  submit  to  such  an 
imposition ! 

But  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Pickens]  has  taken  occasion,  in  the 
coarse  of  hi^  remarks,  to  repudiate,  or  rather  to 
qualify,  this  favorite  doctrine  of  his  friend.^.  He 
now  admits  that  the  whole  duty  is  not  paid  by  the 
consumer,  but  contends  thai  it  is  equally  divided 
between  the  producer  and  the  consumer.  Is  the 
proposition  true  in  this  modified  forml  If  ii  i.s,  wo> 
nave  only  to  adapt  our  legislation  to  ii;  and,  by  a 
judicious  arrangement  of  our  revenue  system,  we 
can  collect  one-half  of  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  foreigners,  by  export  duties,  and  the 
other  half  by  imports;  and  not  a  dollar  need  be 
drawn  from  the  pockets  of  our  own  people! 

But  I  cannot  leave  thi^  point  without  invoking 
the  attention  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  express- 
ed a  preference  for  a  system  of  direct  taxation 
over  the  impost  system,  to  the  important  concession 
in  favor  of  the  latter  which  is  contained  in  the 

f proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  PioKENs.]  Whilst  every  one  must  admit  that 
direct  taxation  falls  exclusively  on  our  own  citi- 
zens, he  admits  that  one-half  of  all  the  taxes  levied 
indirectly  by  a  system  of  imposts  is  paid  by  foreign- 
ers! When  these  gentlemen  bring  forward  their 
project  for  direct  taxation  as  a  substitute  for  the  im- 
post system,  the  only  question, according  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  for  the  people  to  de- 
cide, will  be— whether  they  prefer  to  bear  tne  whole 
or  the  half  of  the  taxation  necessary  for  the  support 
of  Government! 

In  my  ji:.'_:ment,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  can  be  no 
fixed  rule  f  i  estimating  the  relative  proportion  of 
the  duty  wl>i('h  is  paid  by  the  producer  and  the  con- 
sumer. It  di'pends  upon,  and  is  controlled  by,  a 
variety  of  circumstances  which  are  fluctuating  in 
their  character.  The  relation  between  the  supply 
and  demand  exercises  a  most  tmponant  influence 
over  it.    11  there  be  a  small  demand  and  a  large 


supply,  the  market  will  be  glutted,  and  the  producer 
must  reduce  his  price,  so  as  to  lose  the  amount  of 
the  increased  duty.  But  if  the  supply  be  small, 
and  the  demand  great,  then  the  producer  may  exact 
a  higher  price,  so  as  to  cover  the  increased  duty. 
The  truth  of  these  propositions  is  very  clearly  tllns. 
trated  by  a  reference  to  our  coflfee-trade.  At  the 
extra  session  of  the  present  Congress,  a  bill  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  imposing  a  auty  of 
two  cents  per  pound  upon  cofiet;  and  when  the 
news  reached  Kio  Janeiro,  the  price  of  coffee  im- 
mediately declined  two  cents  per  pound.  The  rea- 
son of  this  was,  that  there  was  a  large  supply  on 
hand;  and  the  holders  were  obliged  to  take  'What 
they  could  ?et  for  it,  and  submit  to  the  loss  of  the 
amount  of  the  anticipated  duty.  But  suppose,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  had  been  a  small  supply:  is  it 
not  obvious  that  the  holders  of  coffee  might  have 
exacted  two  cents  in  addition  to  the  former  price, 
so  as  to  meet  the  new  duty?  Ii  may  not  be  amiss, 
whilst  I  am  on  this  point,  to  advert  to  another  fact 
connected  with  the  coffee*trade.  Some  years  ego, 
Congrchs  removed  the  duty  upon  coffee  altogether* 
and  what  was  the  result^}  The  increased  demana 
thereby  created  kept  np  the  price  to  the  old  stand- 
ard; and  our  citizens  were  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  the  tax,  without  receiving  any  equivalent  advan- 
tage. The  withdrawal  of  this  tax  was,  therefore, 
a  bounty  to  the  producer.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
tax  had  been  imposed  at  Ihe  extra  session,  it  would 
have  (fallen  as  tne  facts  which  I  have  mentioned 
clearl^  prove)  entirely  on  the  producer;  for  the  de 
cline  in  the  foreign  value  was  exactly  equal  to  the 
anticipated  duty;  and  we  should  have  received  the 
tax,  and  paid  no  more  for  our  coffee. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  oj  ponants  of  this  bill,  that 
the  system  of  imposts  operates  unequally,  and  con- 
fers exclusive  benefits  upon  some/porlions  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  others.  This  is  a  grave 
charge,  and  one  which  merits  profound  investiga- 
tion; for  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  look  with  an  impartial  eye  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole  country.  I  have,  therefore,  felt  called  on 
to  bestow  much  care  in  the  examination  of  the 
practical  operation  of  our  whole  revenue  sys'em, 
and  of  our  commercial  relations,  upon  all  the  dif- 
ferent sections  and  interests  of  the  Union.  Th^ 
result  of  that  investigation  is  a  thorough  conviction 
that  a  variety  of  circumstances  have  conspired  to 
give  to  the  cotton -growing  States  most  iinportant 
advantages  over  other  divisions  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. Their  representatives  are  by  no  means  in- 
sensible of  this  fact  as  is  evident  from  the  tenacity 
with  which  they  adhere  to  them.  And  if  we  sift 
the  subject  to  the  bottom,  it  will  be  found  that,  whilst 
South  Carolina  issoeloquent,  through  her  represent- 
atives on  this  floor,  iu  denouncing  exclusive  ad- 
vantages  and  partial  benefits,  she  is  herself  in  the 
full  fruition  of  them!  and  however  unconscious 
her  champions  may  be  of  the  fact,  I  apprehend 
that  their  zeal  in  opposition  to  this  bill  is  not  a  little 
stimulated  by  the  apprehension  that  it  may  have 
an  unfavorable  influence  on  her  exclusive  priv- 
ileges, and  diminish  the  peculiar  protection  which 
is  now  afforded  to  her  interests.  Strange  as  the 
proposition  may  seem  to  Southern  gentlemen,  I 
maintain  thai  no  tariff  bill  which  has  ever  pa<:sed 
has  conferred  an  amount  of  protection  and  of  par- 
tial twnefit  on  the  North,  equal  to  that  which,  under 
our  present  commercial  system,  is  enjoyed  by  the 
South;  and  I  will  proceed  at  once  to  prove  it. 

In  pursntng  the  investigation  of  this  topic,  it  is 
nece.ssary  to  have  a  distinct  understanding  of  the 
meaning  which  is  to  be  attached  to  the  term  protec- 
tion, I  mean  by  it — not  merely  the  encouragement 
and  aid  which  any  branch  of  industry  receives  from 
our  own  laws  and  our  own  commercial  regu- 
lations, but  also  the  advantages  which  it  derives 
from  foreign  legislation  and  foreign  policy.  A 
benefit  may  be  conferred,  or  an  injury  inflicted, 
upon  any  of  our  great  interests,  just  as  effectually 
by  an  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  or  by  an  order 
in  council,  as  by  a  Iqpr  of  Congress.  In  order,  then, 
to  have  a  correct  idea  of  the  true  condition  of  any 
of  our  great  interests,  we  must  examine  all  their 
relations.  We  must  look  abroad,  as  wel  1  as  at  home; 
for  we  would  have  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of 
the  actual  state  of  affairs,  if  we  confined  our  views 
to  our  own  legislation,  without  regard  to  that  of 
other  nations. 

What,  then,  is  the  present  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain in  regard  to  the  various  fnierestsof  our  confed- 
eracy, and  what  are  the  effects  of  that  policy  on 
theml  It  requires  but  a  very  superficial  examina- 
tion to  show  that,  in  regarcl  to  most  of  them,  her 


interests  and  her  policy  are  directly  opposed  to  ours. 
The  principal  interests  of  Great  dfitain  arc  ber 
commercial  end  navigating,  manufeciuring,  agri- 
cultural, and  colonial  interests;  and  her  system  of 
policy  is  carefully  adapted  to  the  promotion  and 
encouragement  of  all  oi  them,  by  uoposing  onerous 
duties,  restrictions,  and  probibitiops  i«^e»dfi4  to 
prevent  the  competition  of  similar  intftrmts^if  atker 
countries  with  those  of  hex  own  anlQei^ts.  IxifHiiA 
my  purpose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  wisdom  or  ju^t^ce  of  that  policy.  4  H 
that  I  propose  is,  to  ei^miae  briefly  the  c^fSls  pf 
it  upon  the  different  >«ections  of  our  coirfederacjr- 

Our  commercial,  navi|;aiing.  and  manuncuiriog 
interests  belong  generally  lo  the  Nonh  and  Bast; 
and  hence  the  restrictive  measures  of  Great -iBint- 
ain,  which  are  designed  tojpromote  her  coiomiar- 
cial,  navigating,  and  mauuiactariog  iniens^ts,  ^11 
principally  upon  oar  Northern  and  Eastern  St^i^ 

The  great  agricultural  districts  of  the  United 
States  lie  in  the  Middle  and  Western  States,  and 
hence  the  burdens  of  the  English  corn  laws,  a&d 
other  measuresjinlended  to  sustain  her  own  agri- 
culture, are  felt  most  severely  by  the  people  ouhe 
Middle  and  Western  Stales. 

The  sugar  interest  of  the  United  States  is  limited 
to  the  single  State  of  Louisiana,  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  that  State  is  more  injuriously  aficcted 
than  any  other  by  the  duties  and  restrictions  which 
Great  Britain  has  established  for  the  protection  of 
the  sugars  of  her  own  colonies. 

It  thus  appears  plainly,  that,  in  re^rdto  all  these 
branches  ot  our  national  industry,  England  has  in- 
terests which,  are  adverse  to  ours;  and  Uiat  those  in- 
terests have  induced  her  to  adopt  a  system  of  policy 
which  is  in  a  high  degree  injunous  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  States. 

But  there  is  one  great  staple  of  our  coqntry  which, 
for  the  present  at  least,  stands  in  a  diflferentroja- 
tiot  to  the  interests  of  England;  and  hence  we  per- 
ceive that  her  policy  in  regard  toil  is  exactly  ihe 
reverse  of  what  1  have  shown  it  to  be  in  reference  to 
all  others.  1  refer  to  the  article  of  cotton.  That 
does  not  come  at  present  into  competition  withaay 
English  interest.  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  per- 
fected the  establishment  of  a  cotton  interest  of  ner 
own  in  India;  and  she  is  not  ready,  therefore,  to  bring 
her  restrictive  system  to  b^^ar  upon  ours.  It  is  ob- 
vious, however,  from  all  the  signs  of  the  times,  ihat 
this  exception  from  her  general  policy,  which  she 
makes  in  favor  of  cotton,  will  be  of  shiort  duration; 
for  I  perceive  from  a  table  which  has  been  pub- 
lished in  most  of  the  newspapers,  that  the  amount 
of  East  India  cotton  imported  into  England  in  the 
first  sixteen  weeks  of  the  year  1S41,  was  but 
46,289  bales,  and  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
the  present  year  the  amount  was  93,688  wes, being 
an  Increase  of  more  than  100  percent.;  whilst  the 
increase  upon  the  imponations  from  America  was 
but  15  per  cent.  For  the  present,  however,  oar 
cotton  16  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  her  manu- 
factures; and  hence  she  makes  a  virtue  of  necessiiy, 
and  receives  it  subject  to  a  very  small  duty. 

Having  thus  taken  this  review  of  the  British  pol- 
icy, I  ask  what  is  the  effect  of  it  upon  the  vanoos 
inie  rests  of  oor  naiioni  Is  it  not  to  oppress  the  in- 
dustry of  the  Northern,  Middle,  Western,  and  ex- 
treme Southern  States,  with  heavy  burdens,  and  to 
confer  peculiar  benefitson  the  cotton-growing  Stalest 
Does  not  the  cotton  interest,  under  the  existing  com- 
mercial regulations  between  this  countiy  and  Eng- 
land, possess  exclusive  privileges?  Does  not  the  pro- 
duct of  that  region  fina  a  hearty  welcome  in  the 
British  ports,  whilst  those  of  every  other  part  of  ih« 
Union  are  met  with  restrictions,  exactions,  and 

f>rohibitions')  If  'this  be  not  an  exclusive  privi- 
ege,  will  gentlemen  tell  me  what  constitutes  ooel 
Is  it  not  a  preference  given  to  the  produciiont  of 
one  part  or  our  country  over  those  of  aU  othersi 
And  are  we  tamely  to  acquiesce  in  this  policy  of  a 
foreign  nationi  Suppose  that  such  an  unjust  advan- 
tage had  been  secnreu  to  one  part  of  the  Union  over 
the  others,  by  a  treaty  stipulation,  or  by  oor  own 
legislation:  would  the  country  submit  to  iti  No, 
sir !  A  flame  of  indignation  would  pervade  the  na- 
tion from  one  end  to  the  other !  The  vhole  land 
would  resound  with  denunciations  of  the  injustice 
and  iniquity  of  such  partial  legislation,  and**repeal 
or  revolution"  wx>uld  be  the  baille-ciy  of  an  ia- 
censcd  people ! 

And  yet,  because  this  result  is  produced  by  a  for- 
eign Government,  to  promote  its  own  itttan^sts,  we 
are  told,  in  effect,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  submit  totie 
unequal  operation  of  the  laws  of  Eoglaad!  Wbat, 
sir,  is  the  argumeju  of  the  Sooih,  lo  iadnce  ihe 
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other  sections  of  the  Union  to  bow  their  necks  to 
the  yokel  When  stripped  of  all  its  specious  dis- 
guis^5,  it  ^raonnts  to  nothing  more  nor  less  that 
this:  '4f  our  Gk)vernment  should  impose  duiies  on 
Euglish  nierchaDdise,  England  will  no  longer  bay 
our  cotton  1  We  must,  therefore,  insist  ttiat  the 
Northern,  Middle,  and  Western  Stales  ^hall  give 
up  theiff  manufactures,  cease  to  make  their  own 
snpi^ies.  and  consent  to  buy  them  from  England, 
tbat^^glaud  may  be  the  more  able  to  give  us  a 
good  price  for  our  cotton !" 

Thus  it  is  attempted  to  make  all  the  agricQUara], 
mamActurmg,  commercial,  navigating  and  fislung 
interests,  subservient  to  the  coltou  interest ! 

1%>ereisa  g:reat  principle  of  national  indepen- 
denee  vhich  lies  behind  this  question,  which  It 
bebobres  ls  to  consider  well  before  we  act.  If 
any  ibreign  nation  has  a  right  lo  make  dtscrimina- 
tiois  ^  iavorof  the  productions  of  one  part  of  our 
country,  "with  a  view  to  promote  her  own  domestic 
intefestSj  may  she  not  make  discriminations  for  the 
purpose  of  striking  down  the  interests  of  another 
pfltrt^bnd  Ifwe  are  not  at  liberty  to  adopt  a  counter- 
vailing system,  may  she  not,  thereby,  obrain  com- 
plete control  over  our  domestic  policyl  If  «he  can 
tli^erimmate  for  one  purpose,  may  she  notdo  so  for 
any  and  all  purposes?  If  she  can  do  so  to  favor 
one  State,  she  can  do  so  to  injure  another.  Sup* 
-piose,  then,  that  England,  from  motives  of  resent- 
ment towards  't^ew  York,  because  of  the  interfe- 
rence of  her  citizens  in  the  Canadian  disturbances, 
'wei^  to  make  a  discrimination  in  her  commercial 
poiidy  against  the  trade  from  I*^ew  York:  would 
this  nation  submit  to  it  ?  Or  suppose  that  Eng- 
land Were  to  hold  this  language  to  Mississippi: 
^'Ybu  have  repudiated  your  State  debts,  and,  until 
Ton  make  provision  for  their  payment,  we  shall 
leiFy  a  discriminating  duty  on  all  cotton  grown  in 
Miteissippi,  to  rai$e  a  fund  to  pay  the  interest  to 
your  creailors !"  Would  not  every  son  of  that 
gallant  State  be  ready  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  his 
blood,  before  he  would  submit  to  such  an  assump- 
tion of  power  by  England  1  Would  she  not  at 
once  invoke  the  aid  of  the  national  arm  to  redress 
the  injury  done  to  her  citizens  by  such  an  odious 
regulation  1  Yet,  I  ask  gentlemen,  if  the  policy  of 
-Great  Britain  does  not  now  create  a  discrimination 
against  the  products  of  three- fourths  of  the  States 
in  favor  of  tne  other  fourth,  just  as  effectualliras 
if  her  laws  had  been  framed  to  produce  that  re- 
sult 1  It  matters  not  what  the  motive  may  be,  the 
effects  are  the  same;  and  our  duty  to  guard  against 
those  effects  is  not  the  ]e.<«  imperative  because 
they  may  not  have  proceeded  from  an  unfriendly 
feeling. 

But  there  is  one  other  form  in  which  I,  wish  to 
present  this  subject  to  my  friends  from  the  South. 
£very  gentleman  upon  ttiis  floor  has,  no  doubt,  had 
occasion  to  a4vert  to  the  course  of  the  English  Gov- 
ernment, fopmany  years  past,  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade;  and  there  are  but 
few  who  have  not  been  filled  with  disgust  at  the  hy- 
pocrisy and  insincerity  by  which  it  has  beefi  mark- 
ed. We  all  know  that  England  introduced  slavery  a 
into  the  United  States;  and  that  her  refusal  to  aid 
in  suppressing  it  was  one  of  the  wrongs  which  im- 
pelled this  country  tu  a  d^laratioik  of  independ- 
ence. Bbe  wanted  .the  slaves *1iere  for  the  inter- 
ests of  her  commerce  and  manufactures.  She 
wanted  them  to  produce  the  raw  material,  and  to 
supply  a  market  for  her  fabrics.  She  also  encour- 
aged the  introduction  of  slaves  into  South  Ameri- 
ca; and  actually  entered  into  a  contract  by  which 
aha  obtained  the  monopoly  of  the  slave-trade  to  Bra- 
zil. This  also  was  done  to  promo  e  her  commer- 
cial interests.  Recently,  however,  she  has  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  building  up  a  cotton  interest  of 
her  own  in  India;  and  hence  she  is  smitten  with  a 
sodden  feeUng  of  humanity,  and  a  holy  horror  of 
the  slave-trade;  and  her  cruisers  are  spread  over 
the  African  seas,  to  suppress  the  cruel  traffic  in 
human  beings,  which  for  years  she  had  monopo- 
lized! The  object  is  plain  enough.  She  no 
longer  has  an  interest  in  promoting  the  growth  of 
cotton  in  Brazil,  and  hence  she  feels  no  desire  to 
supply  the  labor  that  is  to  produce  it.  But  this  is 
not  all.  She  is  looking  uuimately  to  the  Indies  for 
her  cotton;  and  when  the  culture  is  firmly  estab- 
lished there,  her  policy  will  then  be  directed 
against  the  cotton  oi  America,  which  is  the  product 
of  slave-labor.  And  I  venture  lo  predict,  that,  the 
first  moment  she  feels  she  can  do  so  with  safety,  she 
will  be  seized  with  another  spasm  of  simulated  phi- 
.  lanthropy^and  exclude  from  her  ports  the  cotton  of 


the  South,  on  the  ground  thm  she  cannot,  even  in- 
directly, sustain  the  instiiution  of  slavery  by  deal- 
ing in  the  productions  that  uphold  it !  Are  South- 
ern gentlemen  now  prepared  to  establish  a  prece- 
dent which  bhall  justify  such  an  impertinent  inter- 
ference with  their  domestic  institutions  by  a  foreign 
nation]  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  admit  the  right 
of  England  to  prescribe  indirectly,  as  one  of  the 
terms  of  our  commercial  intercourse,  ihat  the 
Southern  slaves  shall  be  Uberatedl  If  they  are, 
then  are  they  justified  in  maintaining  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  meet,  by  counter 
legislation,  the  unjust  discrimination  which  the 
policy  of  England  has  made  between  the  different 
sections  of  uur  Union.  All  the  consequences  which 
1  have  adverted  to,  plainly  follow  from  the  doc- 
trine of  acquief^cence  in  foreign  legislation.  What 
I  desire  above  all  things  is  to  meet  these  attempts  of 
England  at  the  threshold,  and  to  assert  the  power 
of  our  own  Government  to  regulate  our  own  af- 
fairs, and  to  protect  the  industry  of  our  own  peo- 
ple. I,  for  one,  am  for  adopting  an  enlarged  system 
of  policy,  which  shall  break  down  all  exclusive 
privileges,  whether  secured  by  our  own  or  foreign 
laws,  and  extend  to  all  parts  of  the  country  •  equal 
protection  and  encouragement. 

I  heme  now ,<  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  shall  hear  no 
more  from  Southern  gentlemen  of  exclusive  privi- 
leges, since  it  is  obvious  that  the  whole  tendency 
of  their  votes  here  is  to  sustain  the  exclusive  ad- 
vantages which  they  now  enjoy  under  the  partial 
legislation  of  England ! 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  to*d  by  the  elo- 
quent gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pick- 
EN.S,]  that  the  S3rstem  of  retaliation  and  restric- 
tion is  opposed  to  the  spiiit  of  the  age,  and  un- 
worthy of  an  enlightened  people.  He  has  repre- 
sented the  genius  of  commerce  as  a  beautiful 
maiden;  freed  from  all  the  restraints  of  an  anti- 
quated governess,  panting  for  the  largest  liberty, 
and  ready  to  unfold  her  bright  pinions  to  the 
winds  of  heavens,  and  fly  to  the  u'termost  parts  of 
the  earth!  He  has  then  poured  forth  torrents  of 
denunciation  upon  those  who  would  load  her  grace- 
ful limbs  with  cruel  fetters!  Sir,  I  will  continue 
the  beautiful  simile  of  the  gentleman,  and  say  to  him, 
far  be  it  from  my  purpose  to  fasien  iron  chains 
upon  the  fair  creature  of  his  fancy  !  I  propose  not 
to  enslave  her,  but  merely  to  impose  on  her  that 
restraint,  and  afford  to  her  that  protection,  which  is 
necessary  to  save  her  from  the  dangers  with  which 
her  pathway  is  beset ! 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
the  course  of  this  diascussion,  about  •"free  traae." 
Sir,  what  is  iti  A  mere  phantom  !  an  idle  dream 
of  visionary  theorists !  Is  it  attainable?  Is  it  prac- 
ticablel  Will  any  other  nation  adopt  itl  Has  any 
other  nation  ever  adopted  iti  No !  Why  talk  about 
it,  theni  The  d«  ctrine  is  predicated  upon  a  notion 
ot  what  men  and  nations  ought  to  be,  iastead  of 
what  ihey  are  I  Like  the  wild  conceit  of  the  per- 
fectability  of  man,  it  seizes  upou  the  minds  of  its 
votaries,  and  causes  them  to  lose  sight  of  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things  in  the  contemplation  of  some  dim 
visions  of  futurity.  Sir,  speculative  philosophv  is 
one  ihing-^practical  legislation  is  another.  We 
wepe  sent  here  to  legislate  for  this  nation  as  it  is. 
We  must  look  at  the  actual  state  of  things  at  home 
and  abroad.  We  must  look  to  the  vices  and  follies 
of  mankind,  as  well  as  to  their  virtues;  and  we 
must  shape  our  legislation  so  as  to  attain,  not  the 
greatest  possible  good,  but  the  greatest  practicable 
good.  Have  other  nations  manifested  a  desire  to 
meet  us  upon  the  basis  of  free  tradel  Let  the 
table  of  comparative  tariffs  on  your  desk  answer  the 
question !  What  is  the  aggregate  of  your  import- 
ations into  this  country^  and  what  is  the  amount 
of  duties  which  you  collect  upon  them? 

The  whole  importation  of  1841  was  -  S127,945,000 
The  whole  amount  of  duties,  was        -    14,487,000 
Being  at  the  rate  of  Hi  per  gent. 

What,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  whole  amount  of 
yuur  products  exported  to  other  countries,  and 
what  is  the  amount  of  duties  which  they  collect 
upon  them?  Upon  this  point  we  have  not  precise 
information;  but  I  have  an  estimate  which  has  been 
prepared  with  great  care  by  a  highly  skilful  gentle- 
man, who  has  collected  abroad  a  large  body  of 
commercial  facts  for  the  Government.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  it  is  not  far  from  the  truth. 
According  to  that — 

The  whole  amount  of  exportations  in 
1841  was    ,    -  -  -  -$91,000,000 


them 


-  113,5(X),000 


The  amount  of  duties  levied  on 
was    -  -  -  - 

Being  at  the  rate  of  1^  per  cent. 

But  let  us  now  come  to  some  of  the  articles 
raised  in  my  own  district. 

The  average  value  of  the  tobacco  exported  in  1839 
and  1840  was  $9,225,145^ 

Upon  this  was  levied  a  tax,  in  Europe,  of  993,- 
463,540— being  a  tax  of  near  300  per  cent,  upon  the 
value  of  the  at  tide  in  thi^i  country! 

I'he  following  table  will  show,  in  detail,  the 
amount  of  the  duties,  in  the  principal  nations  of 
Europe,  on  some  of  the  most  important  articles  of 
exportation  Iromour  country,  in  1840: 


Article. 

Great  Oritaia. 

France. 

Buaaia. 

FiOor  • 

•3  121  per  hbl. 

•1083  per  220 
pounua. 

•3  37  per  iiz 

bualMila. 

WhMt 

•5  20  ptr  qr., 

4  63par22gai. 

&une  nua. 

01  96  ai.  p<-i 

looa. 

butilieL 

f 

Unmanufoctur 

ed  iplMOCo  • 

72  cla.  per  )b. 

Prohibited   on 

•7  60  tier  X 

private  ae'u 

pottoO*. 

Government 

MtnnrdrlaT«d 

monupolj. 

lotMcro     • 

«2  16  par  lb. 

do. 

•3  7B  par  36 

poaoda. 

And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these  most  ruinous  re- 
strictions and  exactions,  we  are  invited  to  throw 
open  our  ports  to  the  merchandise  of  those  whose  in- 
genuity is  tasked  to  the  utmost  to  devise  new 
modes  of  extortion  from  us. 

But  we  are  told  that  a  change  is  about  to  taka 
place  in  the  policy  of  England,  and  that  she  will 
eoon  adopt  the  principles  ot  free  trade,  and  it  be- 
hooves us  to  meet  her  in  the  proper  spirit.  For  my 
part,  sir,  before  I  would  be  willing  to  change  the 
policy  of  this  Government  to  meet  the  views  of 
England,  I  would  require  rather  more  subfltantial 
evidences  of  her  Intentions,  than  mere  empty  pro- 
fessions. Her  system  of  iree  trade  is  well  denned 
in  the  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  one 
'  of  her  statesmen.  Mr.'Roberl^on,  in  a  recent  debate 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which  he  said: 

"It  was  idle  for  us  lo  endeavor  to  persuade  other 
nations  to  join  with  us  in  adopting  the  principles 
of  what  was  called  free  trade.  Other  nations  knew 
as  well  as  the  noble  lord  opposite,  and  those  who 
.  acted  with  him,  that  what  we  meant  by  free  trade 
was  nothing  more  nor  less  than,  by  means  of  the 
great  advaiHages  we  enjoyed,  to  get  a  monopoly  of 
ineir  markets  for  our  manufactures,  and  to  prevent 
them,  one  and  all,  from  ever  becoming  manufac- 
turing nations." 

That  is  exactly  her  policy.  She  knows  she  has 
more  capital,  better  machinery,  cheaper  labor, 
greater  mechanical  skill,  and  a  more  extensive 
marine  than  any  other  nation  on  earth;  and  that, 
owing  to  these  circumstances,  no  other  nation  can 
come  into  fair  competition  with  her;  and  hence 
she  endeavors  to  delude  them  by  the  senseless  cry 
of  free  trade. 

I  have  been  surprised,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there 
has  been,  during  the  whole  course  of  this  debate, 
an  apparent  acquiescence  upon  the  part  of  all  who 
have  adverted  to  the  subject,  in  the  idea  that,  if  all 
nations  would  adopt  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
it  would  be  their  true  policy.  Sir,  I  deny  the  doc- 
trine, out  and  out;  and  I  wish,  as  far  as  my  feeble 
blow  will  avail,  to  strike  the  axe  directly  to  the 
ruot  of  the  tree.  I  maintain  that  what  is  called  free 
trade — that  is,  trade  unrestrained  by  commercial 
regulations,  or  imposts,  or  taxesof  any  kind — would 
be  the  most  unequal  trade  that  could  possibly  exist, 
and  would  lead  to  the  esiablishmenl  of  the  most 
absolute  dominion  of  some  nations,  and  the  most 
slavish  subjection  of  others.  In  order  lo  give  equal 
advantages  under  such  a  system,  you  must  adopt 
the  principles  of  national  agrarianism — you  must 
make  all  nations  equal  in  all  respects — you  must 
endow  them  with  the  same  intelligence,  the  same 
industry,  and  the  same  mechanical  skill— yoa 
must  give  them  equal  capiial,  equal  machinery^ 
equal  water-power,  and  equal  amounts  of  all  the 
elements  of  national  wealth.  They  must  be  equal- 
ly refined  and  civilized,  and  ^have  equal  facilities 
for  the  transportation  of  their  commodities  to  and 
from  their  markets.  The  slightest  disparity  in  any 
of  these  respects,  or  in  geograpbical^siiion,  or  in 
any  of  a  thousand  other  incidents  which  might  be 
named ,  would  destroy  the  balance  of  the  system,  and 
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inequality  in  wealth  and  power  would  immediately 
ensueu  How  couldanatioD  having  no  machinery 
compete  with  one  like  Great  Britain,  whose  steam 
power  is  probably  ten  times  as  great  as  the  com- 
bined anfmal  power  of  her  whole  population  1  How 
could  there  be  equality  between  an  inland  nation 
without  a  birk  to  bear  her  flag,  and  the  "Ocean 
Clueen,''  whose  canvass  whitens  every  sea?  How 
can  there  ever  be  fair  competition — freedom  of 
trade  between  power  and  weakness — between 
wealth  and  poverty— between  knowledge  and  ig- 
norance— between  industrv  and  idleness?  Sir,  the 
notion  is  preposterous.  Vou  had  as  well  oppose 
the  helplessness  of  Childhood  totbe  matured  power 
of  manhood,  as  to  place  the  infant  manufactures  of 
the  United  Slates  in  competition  with  those  of 
England f  Adopt  the  system  ot  free  trade,  and  the 
dream  of  Pharoah  will  be  reversed ;  the  fat  kine 
will  devour  the  le&n — the  more  powerful  nations 
will  swallow  up  the  trade  of  the  weaker.  The 
people  who  have  the  advantages  of  local  position, 
of  industry  and  intelligence,  will  soon  assert  their 
natural  superiority,  and  become  rich  and  prosper- 
ous  at  the  expense  of  the  less  favored  and  the  less 
sagacious.  We  have,  upon  our  own  continent,  a 
specimen  of  free  trade  in  all  its  delormities.  Be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes,  the 
most  perfect  freedom  of  trade  exists,  unrestrained 
and  untrammeled  by  any  restrictions  or  duties; 
and  what  has  been  the  result?  Has  there  been  that 
mutuality  of  benefit  which  the  advocates  of  free 
trade  promise  to  all  who  will  adopt  its  principles? 
Have  the  Indians  grown  rich  and  prosperous 
under  the  benign  Influence  of  a  commerce  freed 
from  all  the  shackles  imposed  by  antiquated  and 
exploded  prejudices?  or  has  the  whole  intercourse 
between  the  parties  to  it  been  a  system  of  fraud, 
extonion,  and  plunder  on  the  one  side,  and  oppres- 
sion, ruin,  and  annihilation  on  the  other? 

There  is  yet  another  example  of  free  trade  upon 
this  continent,  to  which  I  will  barely  advert  upon 
this  occasion.  I  refer  to  the  trade  between  the 
various  States  of  this  Union,  which,  tinder  the  pro- 
visions of  our  Constitution,  must,  through  all  time, 
remain  free.  Many  of  the  Southern  politicians 
have  imagined,  from  time  to  time,  that  the  North* 
ern  States  have,  from  some  cause,  obtained  an  un- 
due advantage  over  them  in  »he  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  they  have  occasionally  held  conven- 
tions and  suggested  various  restrictive  measures, 
to  restore  to  themselves  their  due  proportion.  All 
these  means  have  failed,  and  they  have  persuaded 
themselves  that  the  injury  results,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, from  the  restrictions  imposed  by  tne  General 
Government  on  our  foreign  commerce.  Without 
pretending  to  solve  this  important  problem,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  inquiry  whether 
thf^effect  which  they  deplore  may  not  flow  in  m 
a  cause  very  different  from  the  one  assigned;  and 
whether,  in  point  of  fact,  it  may  not  be  the  perfect 
freedom -of  trade  between  the  Slates  of  this  Union, 
and  not  the  restrictions  upon  foreign  commerce, 


which  has  enabled  the  North  to  use  her  natural 
advantages  in  such  a  way  as  to  gain  the  ascendency 
over  the  South!  There  is  one  fact  which  1  will 
refer  to,  in  this  connexion,  which  may  be  entitled 
to  consideration.  Before  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  when  each  Stale  regulated  its 
own  commerce,  there  was  no  such  concentration  of 
trade  at  one  or  two  points,  as  we  now  find.  Even 
Virginia  then  carried  on  a  large  direct  trade;  and 
we  are  told  by  tradition,  that  Yotktown — a  village 
which,  but  for  its  proud  historic  associations  with 
the  close  of  our  Revolutionary  struggle,  would 
hardly  find  a  place  upon  the  map  of  the  Ancient 
Dommion — was  once  the  port  through  which  Phila- 
delphia received  the  larger  portion  of  her  supplies 
of  foreign  merchandise. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  finished  what  I  pro- 
posed to  say  upon  the  general  merits  of  the  Dill. 
But  1  cannot  take  my  seat  without  adding  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  the  deep  interest  which  the  Slate 
of  Virginia  has  in  the  success  of  the  mea.surenow 
under  consideration.  It  is  my  deliberate  convic- 
tion, that  she  will  derive  more  benefit  from  it  than 
any  other  State  of  the  Union;  for  there  is  no  other 
Slate  which  has  such  a  variety  of  interests  to  be 

Eromoted.  Many  States  possess  advantages  over 
er  in  some  respects,  but  where  will  you  find  one 
which  combines  so  many  of  the  elements  of  wealth, 
oi  greatness,  and  of  power?  She  is  situated  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  confederacy.  She  has  a  seacoast, 
including  the  bay,  unrivalled  in  extent;  and  her 
western  border  is,  for  hundreds  of  miles,  washed 
by  the  waters  of  the  Ohio.  Her  shores  are  deeplv 
indented  with  bays,  and  inlets,  and  creeks,  afford- 
ing every  facility  lor  navigation.  The  Ohio,  the 
Potomac,  the  James, and  half  a  score  of  other  nav- 
igable  rivers,  have  their  sources  in  her  mountains, 
and,  radiating  as  from  a  common  centre,  wind  their 
way  for  hundreds  of  miles  through  her  territory, 
imparting  fertility  to  her  soil,  and  supplying,  at  the 
same  time,  the  power  to  drive  the  most  extensive 
machinery,  and  the  best  possible  channel  for  trans- 
porting the  manufactured  fabrics  to  market.  Her 
soil  is  adapted  to  the  growth  of  almost  every  vege- 
table production  known  to  onr  country.  Wheat, 
rye,  Indian  corn,  oats,  tobacco,  hemp,  flax,  potatoes, 
and  ever^  species  of  gra.ss  and  fruit  known  to  tem- 
perate climates,  attain  the  highest  degree  of  perfec- 
tion within  her  borders.  Her  mineral  wealth  is  no 
less  dtTersified  than  abundant.  She  possesses  ^old, 
and  silver,  and  copper,  aiUI  iron,  and  lead,  and  salt, 
and  gypsum,  and  coal,  to  an  extent  that  would  seemr 
almost  incredible  to  one  who  had  not  taken  some 
pains  to  acquire  particular  information  on  the  sub- 
ject • 

Her  forests  abound  in  the  best  lumber,  and  her 
mountains  afford  pastures  for  sheep,  which  will 
enable  her,  almost  without  an  effort,  to  supplant 
Vermont  in  the  wool-trade;  for  whilst,  in  the  fro- 
zen regions  of  the  North,  the  flocks  must  be  fed 
half  the  year,  in  our  more  genial  climate  they 
can   generally^  find  the  means  of  subsistence  for 


themselves,  in  the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  moun- 
tains. In  regard  to  water-power  too.  she  has  pecu- 
liar advactages,  tuit  only  in  its  extent  and  gen- 
eral diffusion  over  her  territory,  but  from  the  fact 
that  machinery  is  so  little  liable  to  be  interrupted 
.in  the  winter  by  ice.  The  same  remark  is  ap- 
plicable to  her  canals  and  navigable  streams,  which 
are  frequently  not  closed  at  all  during  the  win- 
ter, and  never  for  more  than  a  few  weeks.  If 
any  gentleman  wishes  to  see  a  specimen  of  the 
natural  advantages  of  Virginia,  let  bim  visit  her 
metropolis.  Where  will  he  find  such  a  combina- 
tion of  all  the  natural  advantages  for  a  great  man- 
ufacturing city  as  Richmond  presents?  Inexhaun- 
ible  supplies  of  coal  and  iron  are  found  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  the  city.  The  James 
River  Canal,  which  already  penetrates  150  miles 
into  the  inter idr  of  the  country,  and  is  destined  at 
no  distant  day  to  form  the  most  convenient  line 
of  connexion  between  the  seaboard  and  the  Ohio, 
affords  not  only  the  means  of  access  to  the  inland 
markets,  but  supplies  an  almost  tinlimited  extent 
of  water-power,  to  impel  the  machinery  neces- 
sary for  every  species  of  manufacture.  Various 
lines  of  railroads,  extending  in  every  direction,  in- 
vite the  trader  of  the  surrounding  country,  by  fur- 
nishing the  most  convenient  and  speedy  means  of 
effecting  the  exchanges  of  the  products  of  agricul- 
ture for  the  fabrics  of  the  merchant  and  the  man- 
ufacturer. Her  central  position  and  proximity  to 
the  Southern  and  Southwestern  country,  where 
cotton  is  produced,  and  a  large  market  for  manu- 
factures is  found,  must  give  her  decided  advantages 
over  the  manufacturing  towns  of  the  North,  which 
are  obliged  to  encounter  the  expense  of  the  double 
transponation  of  the  raw  material  to  the  North  to 
be  inanufaclured,  and  of  the  fabric  to  the  South  to 
be  consumed.  Her  manufacturers  will  also  enjoy 
another  important  advantage,  from  the  (act  that 
they  will  be  enabled  to  throw  their  fabrics  into  the 
market  without  delay;  and  thus  their  capiul  will 
always  be  actively  employed,  instead  of  being  idle 
during  the  long  periods  of  the  transit  of  the  raw 
material  from  the  South  to  the  North,  and  back 
again.  Qive  Virginia,  then,  the  benefit  of  this  bill, 
and  you  will  soon  see  factories  springing  up  on  all 
her  water-courses;  you  will  see  her  coal-fields  ex- 
plored; her  rich  mines  opened  up;  her  commerce 
revived;  her  agriculture  invigorated;  her  capital 
increased,  not  merely  by  the  gradual  accessions  of 
her  own  industry,  but  by  the  influx  from  abroad, 
which  her  superior  natural  resources  will  invite. 
Give  her,  I  repeat,  the  benefit  of  this  biJi;  and  jou 
will  diftuse  piosperity  through  ali  her  borders;  her 
citizens  will  no  longer  be  compelled  to  leave  the 
home  of  their  childhood  in  search  of  a  precarious 
subsistence  in  the  Far  West;  the  tide  of  emigration 
will  cease;  and  the  proud  Old  Dominion  will  again, 
at  BO  distant  day,  assume  her  appropriate  position 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  members  of  our  glorious 
confederacy.  • 


THE  END. 
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book  should  be  returned  to 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below. 

A  fine  of  five  cents  a  day  is  incurred 
by  retaining  it  beyond  tiie  specified 
time. 

Please  return  promptly. 
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